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PUBLISHER’S NOTE TO THE 
SECOND EDITION 


This book was first published as The Handbook of the Birds of India and 
Pakistan: Compact Edition. The title has now been changed to Compact 
Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan, Second Edition. 

The second edition includes the revised texts of Volumes 1-4. The 
113 colour plates by diverse artists which appeared in the original 
Handbook volumes have been replaced with 104 plates by the 
well-known American bird painter, John Henry Dick. These new 
illustrations originally appeared in A Pictorial Guide to the Birds of the 
Indian Subcontinent (1983) and depict all the bird species found in the 
subcontinent (the original plates contained only some 900 illustra- 
tions of the over 1220 species described). All references to the plates 
in the text of the Compact have now been altercd-to match the num- 
bering of the new plates. 

The Bombay Natural History Society' and tlie authors acknow- 
ledge the munificence of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser\'ice (Depart- 
ment of the Interior) and John Henr>' Dick for the 104 plates which 
illustrate this edition of the Compact Handbook. They feel especially 
beholden to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and to the U.S. 
Embassy in India for their continued good offices in arranging the 
transport of the plates between the U.S.A. and India; also for making 
possible the overseas travel of the artist for carrying out necessary 
alterations to some of the plates. 

The birds illustrated in this edition arc in adult plumage, unless 
otherwise stated. The following abbreviations and symbols arc used 
in the plates: 


ad— = subadult 
imm = immature 
juv = juvenile 
S = summer 
W = winter 
br-f = breeding 
br— = non-breeding 


i = from above 1 for birds 
f = from below j in flight 

• = dark phase 
o = pale phase 
© = intermediate phase 
SE = species extralimital 
RE = race extralimital 



NOTE TO THE FIRST EDITION 


The Handbook was first published in ten volumes from 1968 to 1975. 
Volumes 1—3 have since appeared in second editions and new 
editions of the remaining volumes are in preparation. The Compact 
Edition contains the complete descriptive text of the ten volumes as 
they stand. It thus includes the texts of the second editions of 
Volumes 1—3 and the first editions of Volumes 4—10. Like the 
original ten volumes, the Compact Edition contains 113 colour plates 
altogether; but Uventy-four of these are new and replace most of 
those taken from Smythies’ Birds of Burma for the first editions of the 
separate volumes. 

In the Compact Edition the main descriptive text of the ten volumes, 
along with the references cited in each volume and the Appendices 
for Volumes 1-4, appear in a photographically reduced form, with 
four pages of the original text occupying one page of the Compact 
Edition. The page headings indicate the Volume and its relevant page 
numbers. The text type and black-and-white line drawings have 
been reduced to seventy per cent of their original size, but the 
magnifications printed below the drawings have not been altered. 
Users of this volume should thus note that the drawings are 
three-tenths smaller than suggested by the magnifications printed 
below them. 

The preliminary pages of the Compact Edition include a systematic 
index and list of plates that are relevant for the complete work, as 
also the Introduction, which has been abstracted from Volume 1. 
The volume contains the Eclectic Bibliography and Consolidated 
Index of Scientific and English Names which were published in 
Volume 10, and all the colour plates are grouped together (in their 
original sizes) at the end of the book. There are a few minor 
variations^ betAveen the captions to the plates and the text; the text 
has not been altered, but the captions incorporate taxonomic 
changes that have occurred since the Handbook was first published. 
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SYSTEMATIC INDEX 


VOLUME 1 


Order Gaviipobmei 
F amily oaviidab: Div-ers, Loons 

1 Blacktliroated Diver, Gena enxita. suschkiri (Zarudny'^ • « 

2 (Redthroated DK'cr, (7c5tc (Pontoppidan)] .. 

Order Podicipitiformes 

Famay podicipedidae: Grebes 

3 Great Crested Grebe, Podietps crisUiius cristalus (Linnaeus) . . 

'3a Rednecked Grebe, Podietps grhnger^ (Boddaenj 

4 Blackneckcd Grebe, Podieeps rJgricoUis mgricoUis 'Brehm 

5 little Grebe or Dabchick, PodUtps rvficollu capmis Salvador! 

Order Frocex.eariipob.mes 

Family procellariidae : Petrels, Shearwaters 

6 Cape Petrel, Dapiion capensis (Linnaeus) 

7 WTutefronted or Stresiked Shearwater, Proulleria Uunrrjlacna Tem- 

minck 

8 Pinkfooted Shearwater, Procellaria cernnpes (Gould) . . 

9 \Vcdgetaned Shearwater, Procellaria Jiacifxa chloror^Tjka (Lesson) 

10 Slcnderbilled or Short-t^ed Shearv.*atcr, pTocellcria UradTOitrU Tcm- 

minck 

1 1 Mauritius Shcarwaicr, Procellaria IherninUri bailleni Bonaparte 

12 Persian Shearwater, Procellaria IherminuTi pernea (Hume) 

13 Mascarene Black Petrel, Buluxria clerrima (Bonaparte) 

I3a JouanioV Gadfly Petrel, Rxt/irma^/ZerJouanin 

13b Bulweris Gadfly Petrel, Bularria bultcerii (Jardine & Selby) . . 

Family hydros atidae: Storm Petrels 

14 Wilson’s Storm Petrel, Octardier oceanlais oeeanieus (Kuhl) 

15 Dusk^-vented Storm Petrel, Fregelta tropica rrulanogasier (Gould) 

16 Forltailed Storm Petrel, Ouenodrtma teucorhoa morisrhis (Svi-inhoe) . . 

Order Peeecasipormes 

Family phaethontidae: Tropic-btrds 
Short-tailed Tropic-bird, Phaetkon aethereus indicia Hume 
Redtailed Tropic-bird, Phaetkon ruhricauda rubricaada Boddaert 
White Tropic-bird, Phaethen leptuna Upiima Daudin 
Family pelecanioae: Pelicans 
^^llite or Rosy Pelican, Pelecertus cnocrolaha Linnaeus 
Spottedbillcd or Grey Pelican, Peleearrat philippensis pkUipperuis Gmelin 
D alm atian Pelican, PeUcama philipperuis crispas Bruch 
Family sulidae: Boobies 
Mask^ Booby, Sula daeijlalra melaiaps Heuglin 
Redfooted Boob>', Svla rjla nihripts Gould - . . . , . 

Brown Booby, iSuie (Forster) .. 


17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

Family phalacrocoracidae: Cormorants and Darter 

26 Large Cormorant, Phalaerocorax esrbo dnenni (Shaw) . , 

27 Indian Shag, Stephens . . 

28 Little Cormorant, Phelaaocorax niger (Vicillot) , , . , 

28a P>*gmy Cormorant, Pkalecroeorax pjgmaeus (Pallas) 

29 Darter or Snake-bird, Anhinga rtfa melanogasier Peimaat 
Family preoatipae: Frigate Birds or Man-of-war Hawks 

30 Chruttnas Island Frigate Bird, FregaSa emdrewH Ma^ewx 

3 1 Lesser Frigate Bird, Fregcta miner eldairensu Mathews 

32 Least Frigate Bird, Frrgete eriri Mathews •• •• •« 

Order Cicokxiformei 
Family ardeidae: Herons, Egrets, Bitterns 

33 Great Uiiitebellied Heron, Ardea Hume 

34 Giant Heron, Ardea goliath Cretaschmar 

35 European Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea cinerea Linnaeus . . 

36 Eastern Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea reetirostris Gould . . . « . . 

37 Eastern Purple Heron, Ardea pvtpvrea msrdlensis Meycn 

37a Western Purple Heron, Atdta pvrpvrea pierpjrea Linnaeus . . ... 

45 Large Egret or Great \%'hile Heron, Ardea alba alba Linnaexis 

46 Eastern ^rge Egret, /Irrfra fl/ia E, Gr^ 

38 little Green Heron, Butorides striatia jevamaa (Horsficldl . . 

39 Andaman Little Green Heron, Butorides xfricfiu spodiogasur Sharpe . . 

40 Paler Maldivian Gr ee n Heron, Butorides striatus didii Philixps & Sims 

41 Darker Maldivian Green Heron, Butorides jfriefULf elht/rrhir Bangs . . 

42 Indbn Pond Heron or Faddybird, Atdeala grajii graprii (Sykes) 

42a Maldivian Pond Heron, Ardeola grepii phUlipsi &heer 

43 Chinese Pond Heron, Ardeola hacchu (Bonaparte) 

44 Cattle Egret, Buiulcas ibis cormandus (Boddaert) 

47, 48 Smaller or Median Egret, Egreita intermedia intermedia (Wagler) . . 

49 Little Egret, Egretta garzetta garzetta (Linnaeus) 

50 Indian Reef Heron, Egretta gularis schistecea (Hexnprich & Ehrcnberg) 

51 Eastern Reef Heron, Egrrtta rfifra (Gmriin) 

52 Night Heron, Pijctieorax r^ticorax ^ficerax (Linnaeus) 

53 Malay or Tiger Bittern, Gorsackiia rielcnolcpkxa melenolophus (RaSes) 

54 Nicobar Tiger Bittern, Gorsockius melanolopkus rwter Hachlsuka 

55 Little Bittern, Ixobiychus meatus mifatus (Lismaetxs) . . 

56 Chestnut Bittern, Ixobiythss cinnamomeus (Gmelin) 

57 Yellow Bittern, Ixohj^us sinensis (Gmelin) 

58 Black Bittern, Jxohrychus Jiacicollis f^icoUis (Latham) . . 

59 Bittern,* Rfftamu stcUaris steUeris (Linnaeus) 

Family ciconiidae: Storks 

60 Paint^ Stork, Aljctena Uucoeephala (Pennant) 

61 Openbill Stork, dnartorou oiritou (Boddaert) 

62 Whitenecked Stork, Cinrtta episcopus episcopus (Boddaert) 

63 ^Vhite Stork, Cicerda nconia eicorda (Linnaeus) . . 

64 Eastern White Stork, Ciconia rirrrria ho^ciana Swinhoe 

65 Black Stork, Cicorda rdgra (Linnaeus) 

66 Blackneckcd Stork. Epbdppisri^zhus asiadcus csiajicas (Latham) 

67 Adjutant Stork, Leptsptihs dubita (Gmelin) 

68 I-esser or Hairercsted Adjutant, LeploptUas jasadass (Horsfidd) 

Family threskxorhithioae: Ibises, Spoonbill 

69 \N‘hilc Ibis. Threikiomis eethiopica melenyrphela fLathaml 

70 Indian Black Ibis, Pseu£bis papUlasa papillosa (Temtmnck) . . 

71 Glossy Ibis, Plegadis /clcinellus/elcineUus (Linnaeus) .. 

72 Spoonbill, PZclfflra Interred n^VTcsnminck S: Siegel 
Family phoemicopteridae: Flamingos 

73 Flamingo, Pkordcopterus roseus Pallas 

74 Lesser namingo, Phoenieonsias rdner (GeoSroy) 

Order Aksertpormes 
Family akatidae: Ducks, Geese, Swans 

75 Redbreasted Goose, Brenta rsfUotlis (Pallas) . . 

76 Forat Bean Goose, Anserfahelis rddkendo^ ScrertEov 
T3 Tundra Bean Goose, Anser febsHs rsssicss Butoriin 

78 fPinkfooted Goose, Anser Jdoaixs brcAyd^ruias BaillonJ 

79 Whitefronted Goose, Anser eliifrons ellijrons (Scopoli) 

80 Lesser ^^’hitcf^onted or Dwarf Goose, Anser ^tnro p - ss (Linnaeus) 

81 Eastern Grc>'lag Goose, A«rr cerrr nd-rif-rtrix Swinhoe 

S2 Barheaded Go«e, Anser tndicxa (Latham) 

83 fLesscr Snow Gocce, Anser ceenlescms ceerulescens (Linnaeus)] 

84 Bewick*! or NVes tem NVTbsstling Swan, C/gnss cohrdiasa b m s ci ix 

Yarrril 
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85 Jankovkald’s or Eastern Whistling Swan, Cpgnss cclseniisma Jenkezcildi 

Alph^raky .. .. .. .. .. .. 135 

86 Whooper Swan, Cjgras ^gnus (Linnaeus) . . . . . . . . 156 

87 Mute Swan, Cjgrua oior (Gmelhi) . . . , . . . . . . 137 

88 Lesser \Vhistling Teal or Tree Duck, Dendro^gnajasardca (Horsfield) 138 

89 Large \VTjistlmg Teal, itenbr (V’icillot) 139 

90 Ruddy Shclduck or Brahminy Duck, Tedoma femiginea (Pallas) . . I4I 

91 Common Shclduck, 'Tedoma t&doma (LJnnaeia) .« .. .. 144 

92 Marbled Teil, Marma ro retla cngiisdTostTis (M^etries). ♦ .. .. 147 

93 Pintail, dnaj Linnaeus .. .. .. .. .. .. 149 

94 Common Teal, Anas crecca crecca Linnaeus . . I5I 

95 Baikal, O uck i n g or ’Formosa* Teal, Anasfermasa Georgi .. .. 154 

96 Grey, Andaman or Oceanic Teal, Anas gibberifrons elbogulcris 

(Hume) .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. 155 

97 Spotbill Duck, /iftof J. R. Forster .. 157 

98 Burmese Spotbfll Duck, deer (Oates) .. 159- 

99 Eastern Grey Duck, Anas poecilarj^hcka zonsrkpn^ Svtinhoe . . . . 159 

100 Mallard, d«nr Linnaeus 160 

101 Gadwall, Anas strepera strepera linnaetis .. .. .. .. 163 

102 Falcated or Bronzccapped Teal, drtflr /cicala Georgi . . .. .. 165 

103 Wigeon, dear Linnaeus .. 167 

104 Garganey or Blucwinged Teal, dnaj ^r^^a/a Linnacm .. .. 169 

105 Shoveller, dnai c/j;^ata Linnaeus .. .. 172 

105 Pinkheaded Duck, RAadanssra rarpo^i^IIecca (Latham) .. .. 175 

107 Rcdcrosled Pochard, PCelta rufaa (Pallas) . . . . . . . . 177 

JDS Common Pochard, Aj&ya ferina (Linnaeus} .. .. .. .. J80 

109 White-eyed Pochard or Ferruginous Duck, Aytb^a ryroca 

(GrJdensiidi) 182 

110 Baer*! Pochard or Eastern ^Vhite-c>'e, Ajthya baeri (Radde) . . . , 184 

111 Tufted Duck, AyOya Jidigula (Linnaeus) 185 

112 Scaup Duck, dyt^c mari/a mariZa (Linnaeus) .. .. .. .. 187 

113 Mandarin Duck, dir /olmcnlala (Linnaeus) .. .. .. .. 189 

114 Cotton Teal or Quac^'-duck, AV/ta^ui eoromendellanus coromandeliaas 

(Gmelin) 190 

115 Kakta or Comb Duck, SerKdianaj melenetos melenoios (Pennant) . . 192 

1 16 Whitewinged Wood E)uck, Cmrina scuddela (S. Muller) . . . . 194 

117 L<ongtail Duck or Old Squaw, Clcngit/a Aprma/tx (Linnaeus) .. 196 

118 Goldene^’C Duck, Buer^Aala clan^ula cLmjida (Linnaeus) .. .. 193 

119 Smew, Linnaeus .. .. .. .. .. 201 

120 Goosander or Common Merganser, Afergus merganser merganser 

Linnaeus .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 203 

121 Eastern Merganser, dffT^ nerganj/r erics/afu Gould .. 204 

122 Redbreasted Merganser, Afergus scrTciaf Linnaeus .. .. •• 206 

123 ^Vhiteheaded Stifftailed Duck, O^^rura leucocepkela (Scopoli) . . , . 203 

Order Falcokipormes 
F amDy accipitridae: Hawks, Vultures, etc. 

124 Blackvdnged Kite, EZarutr eemdear twi/irrur (Latham) .. 212 

125 Blyth’s Baxa or Northern Brown Lizard Hawk, Aticeda jerdsrd jerdord 

(Blv’th) 215 

126 Legge’s Baza or SouthemBrown Lizard Hawk, Acieeda jerdord c^lonensis 

(Lesge) 216 

127 Indian Blackcrestcd Bara or Lizard Hawk, Aviceda Uuphotes Uuphotes 

(Dumont) 218 

128 Burmese Blaclixrested Baza or Lizard Hawk, Asneeda Uuphotes syama 

(Hodgson) 220 

128a Andaman Blackcrestcd Baza, drierds Uuphotes andamardca Abdulali & 

Grubh ; ..221370 

129 Siberian Honey Buzzard, Perrds ptilarhynchats erientolis Tacranowski . . 221 

130 Crested Honey Buzzard, Perrds ptiJorhynchus nf-colUs Lesson . . . • 222 

131 European or Red Kite, Aftlcus mileus irdUus (Linnaeus) . . • . 225 

132 Blade Kite, Milctu ra/rcar (Boddaert) .. .. .. 226 

133 Pariah Kite, Alilcus rrdgrens gorinda Sykes 227 

134 Blackcared or Large Indian Kite, Mi7cuf (ru^cMu) iKcafui (Gray) .. 229 

135 Brahminy Kite, Hdiastur Indus indus (Boddaert) 230 

J36 Eastern Goshawk, rc^dxri (Menzbier) .. .. 233 

137 Central Aslan Shikra, Aceipiter badius eenchraides (Severtzov) . . . . 235 

138 Indian Shikra, den/rnr Radius dexnmim (Temminck) .. .. 235 

139 Ceylon Shikra, Aceipiter bedius badius (Gmelin) . . . . . . 237 

140 Burmese ShikraL, Ampiter bedius pcliopsis (Hume) . . . . . . 237 

141 Car Nicobar Shikra, Aceipiter b^ixis butlm (Gurne>') . . . . . . 238 

142 Katchal Shikra, Aceipiter bedius obsoUtus (Richmond) .. .. 239 

143 HorsBcld’* or* Chinese Goshawk, deri^’tfT reZoenris (Horsfield) .. 239 

144 North Indian Crested Goshawk, dm^’frr tTBtVgafur uidicm (Hodgson) 240 

145 South Indian Crested Goshawk, Aceipiter trisirgatus prdnsulae Ko^. . 242 

146 Ceylon Crested Goshawk, Aceipiter tricirgatus leyardi (\S’hIstIcr tc 

Kinncar) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . 242 

147 Asiatic Sparrow-Hawk, Aceipiter rdsus rdsosirdlis (Tlckell) . . . . 243 

148 Indian Sparrow-Hawk, dfci^ztrr nuifj n:rZcre^tef Hume .. .. 245 

149 West Himalayan Besra Sparrow-Hawk, Aceipiter cirgatus kashmirierjis 

Whistler & Kinncar . . . . . . . . ^ . . . 246 

150 East Himala>'an Besra Sparrow-Hawk, Aceipiter cirgatus t^nis 

Hodgson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247 

151 Southern Besra SparroH'-Hawk, rifgiifuT ^Mrajerdoa .. 249 

152 Eastern Sparrow-Hawk, Aedpiler rtV^efcu gularis (Tcmminck & 

Schlegcl) 250 

153 Jjouglcgg^Buzzardf Buieo rujinus rupnus (CretesehinaT) .. .. 252 

154 Upl^d Buzzard, Buteo hendlasius Tcmminck i Schlegcl . . . . 253 

155 Desert Buzzard, buteo huteo ivlpvrvi (Glogtr) • . • • - • • - 254 

156 Buzzard, Retro iiftfoyepcnjirur rfemminck & Schlegcf; •• 255 

157 \Vhite-c>’ed Buzzard-Eagle, Butastur tetsa (Franklin) . . . . 257 

158 Hodgson’s or Feaihertoed Hawk-Eagle, Spizaetis rdpalensis rdpalensis > 

(Hodgson) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259 

159 Legge’s or Cc>'lon Feathertoed Hawk-Eagle, Spdznetus rdpclensis kel&ard 

I-egge 260 

160 Changeable Hawk-Eagle, Spizeetus {cmhatus) limnceetus (Horsfield) 261 

161 Indian Cr«tcd Hawk-Eagle, Spizeetus eirrhebts einhaius (Gmelin) . . 262 

162 Andamans Crested Hawk-Eagle, Spizeetus eirrhatus endananerms 

Tyticr . . . . . . - . . . . . . . 265 

163 BonclU’s or Slender Hawk-Eagle, /firrcirfaj/tfctaftii/siriatu (Vieillot) 265 

164 Booted Hawk-Eagle, Hiereaetus tematus (Gmelin) . . . . . . 2S8 

165 Rufousbellled Hawk-Eagle, f/trreor/ru iimrrf'i Lfmm'j fE. Geoffftr/) 270 

166 Himala>*an Golden Eagle, Aqulla chysaeios dephsnea Severtzov . . 273 

167 Imperial Eagle, Aguda heliaca hetieea Sarigny 274 

168 Tawny Eagle, txejSicnz Franklin .. 276 

169 Eastern Steppe Eagle, A<pdla repax mpdensis Hodgson . . . . 278 

170 Greater Spotted Eagle, Afjdla elerga Pallas 279 

171 Lesser Sported Ea^e, Atpila pelerine hjssiais (Lesson) . . . . 281 

172 Bbck Eagle, letineetus rjdoy^M perdger (Hodgson) 283 

I72a Wliitetailed Sea Eagle, //cltarrras cZitrilla (Linnaeus).. .. .. 2W 

Whitebellied Sea Eagle, HolieeeUis Uucogcsler (Grselln) . . . . 287 

174 Ringt^ed cr Pallas’s Fohing Eagle, Helisetius Uucor^ois (Pallas) . . 289 

175 Greyheaded Fishing Ea^e, ledyophags ichth y ee t u s ickdyorrss (Horsfield) 292 

176 Ceylon Greyheaded Fhbing Eagle, ledyophags ichthyeetus plumieiceps 

Baker 294 

177 Himalayan Grc^’headed Fishing Eagle, leOyophzga Rimz plrsrhee 

Gerdoa) ^ 291 

178 Black or King Vulture, Sereogyps c&Uus (Scopoli) 29^ 

179 Cin«eou3 Vulture, Ae^pius mcrschus (lisnaetnj 293 

160, 183 Indian Griffon Vulture, f^s/j/rxjysu'rrscrix Hume .. .. JOI 

IBl Hima!a>’an Griffon Vulture, Gyps hdneloyensis Hume . . . . 302 
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Indian Longbilled Vulture, Gjps indicia indiats (Scopoli) 

184 HImala)’an Longbillcd Vulture, Cjtfa iiuBaa taadnstris G. R. Gray 

185 Indian \Vhitebacked Vulture, (Gmclin) 

186 Egyptian Vulture, /ieophron pcrcnopUrus p<rm>ptenu (Lmnaeus) 

187 Indian Scavenger Vulture, }*'eopfiTon perenopima ginginianus (I^tham) 

188 Himalayan Bearded Vulture or Lammergcier, Gjrpattus barlaha 

avTcis (Hablizl) 

189 Hen Harrier, CiVnu g-enny Q-anruT (Linnaeia) 

190 Pale Harrier, Circus macrourus (S. G. Gmelin) . . 

191 Montagu’s Harrier, OVnu^^jrjuj (Linnaeus) 

192 Pied Harrier, CfVeui melanoleucos (Pennant) 

193 Kfanh Harrier, Circitj <«Tv^inow cm/^wonu (Liiinaeus) 

194 Eastern Marsh Harrier or Striped Harrier, Circus acruginOfus spiloratia 

Kaup 

195 Short-toed Eagle, Circactus gallicus gallicus (Gmelin) 

196 Crested Serpent Eagle, 5'pi7emir fA/ria cArr/fl (Latham) 

197 Lesser or Peninsular Crested Serpent Eagle, Spilorins chttUi meleaatis 

(Jerdon) 

198 Ceylon Created Serpent Eagle, Spilomis chcela spilogasttr (Blyth) 

199 Burmese Crested Serpent Eagle, SpUorrns ckeeta btmrusniau Swarm . . 

200 Andaman Pale .Serpent Eagle, Spilornis cheela depisoni Hume 

201 Nicobar Crested Serpent Eagle, Spibmis chccla minimus Hume 

202 Great Nicobar Crested Serpent Eagle, Sbilomis klossi Richmond 
202a Andaman Dark Serpent Eagle, Spilomis elgini (Blyth) . . 

203 Osprey, Pandion haliactus haliattus (Linnaeus) . . 


Family FALCONIDAE : Falcons 

204 Himala>'an Redbreasted Falconet, Microhierax carraUscera 'catrvhsctns 

(Linnaeus) . . • . • • • • • • • . . . 

205 Whitclcgged Falconet or Pied Pigmy Falcon, Mienhmox 

mr/ano/rucoj (Blyth) .. .. 

206 SaLcr or Cherrug Falcon, Falco biormicus ehcmigj, E. Gray 

207 Shanghar Falcon, Ffllro iiflrnjtoij Jerdon 

208 Laggar Falcon, Falco biarmicus jugger}. E. Gray 

209 Eastern Peregrine Falcon, Falco peregrinus japonensis Gmelin 

210 Redcapped or Barbary' Falcon, Falco peregrinus babjUmieus P. L. 

Sclatcr 

211 Shaheen Falcon, Ffl/co />rr/frinur Sundevall 

212 Hobby, Falco subbuteo subbuteo Linnaeus 

213 Central Asian Hobby, Fii/fo juWufro emfre/arier (Buturlin) .. 

214 Indian Hobby, Ffl/fo Jrrmu Hodgson 

215 Burmese Hobby, Falco secerus frrrrur Horsfield 

216 ’Sooty Falcon, Feiro fonro/or Temminck 

217 North Asiatic Merlin, Falco columbarius insignis (Clark) 

218 Pallid Merlin, Ffl/ro fo/umiariiiT (Sushkin) 

219 Redheaded Merlin, Ki/fo fAicyurra cAif^Ufra Daudin .. 

220 Eastern Redlcgged Falcon, Falco cesperlinus amurensis Radde 

221 Lesser Kestrel. Ffl/ro naamanni Fleischct .. .. 

222 European Kestrel, Falco tinnunculus tinnunculus Linnaeus 

223 East Himalayan Kestrel, Fa/co /innunm/ttj :fltrrjh’nf/«r McClelland 

224 Indian Kestrel, Fa/fo /innonra/ur oAjur^aftu (Baker) .. 
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Order Gallxforues 
F anuly megapodiidae: Megapodcs 

225 North Nicobar Megapode, Afegapodiiu Jr^cirul nicohariensie Blyth . . 

226 South Nicobar Megapode, Mega'podiusfr^'cinel abbotti Obtjrholser . . 

Family phasianidae: Pheasants, Partridges, Quails, etc. 

227 Snow Partridge, Lerwa lenva (Hodgson) 

228 Secsec Partridge, Ammoperdix griseogularis griscogularis (J. F, Brandt) 

229 Tibetan Snowcock, Tetraogallus tibetanus tibetanus Gould 

230 Sikkim Snowcock, Tetraogallus tibetanus aquilonifer R. & A. McincrU- 

hagen 

231 Central Tibetan Snowcock, Tetraognllus tibetanus centralis Sushkin . . 

232 Himalayan Snowcock, TV/faogaWur himalajensis himalayensis G. R. Gray 

233 Pheasant-Grouse, Tetraaphasis s^echenyii hladarisa 

234 Persian Chukor, Alectoris ekukar korovxakovi (Zarudny) 

235 Northern Chukor, sMectoris chukar palUsceru (Hume) 

236 Chukor Partridge, Alechris chukar chukar (J. E. Gray) 

237 South Persian ' •• , 

238 Indian Black 1 ■ ■ • - 

239 Assam Black P 

240 Northern Pain ■ • ' ! ; 

241 S- ^ - - liue&Sclby) 

242 O ■ • • ■. c .. 

243 E ■ • 

244 Baluchistan Grey Partridge, Francolinus pondiceriastus 'mtcranensis 

Zarudny &, HS,nns 

245 North Indian Grey Partridge, Francoliruss pondicerianus interpasiius 

Hartert 

246 South Indian Grey Partridge, Francolinus, pondieerianus pondicerianus 

(Gmelin) 

247 Swamp Partridge or Kyah, Franro(muj gularis (Tcmminck^ 

243 n,..- 1.. . '^eneruhagen 

249 1 ■ ■ ■ • • , ^ 

250 C ^ .... 

251 Japanese Grey Quail, Cotumix eottanix Japonua Tcmminck & Schlcgcl 

252 Blackbrcasted or Rain Quail, Coftnnu eoromandelica (Gmelin) 

253 Bluebreasted Quail, Cotumix ekineruis ehtnerais (Linnaeus) 

254 Nicobar Bluebreuted Quail, Coftmiw chinensis tritikuieruis (Richmond) 

255 Jungle Bush Quail, Perdicula csiatica asiatica (Latham) , . . . 

256 Punjab Jungle Bush Quail, Perdicula asiatica punjaubi Wljisllcr 

257 Koidcan Jungle Bush Quail, Perdicula asiatica ridali Whistler & Kinncar 
257a Tamil Nadu Jungle Bush Quail, Perdicula asiatica rellot’d Abdulali 

& Reuben 

258 Ceylon Jungle Bush Quail, Perdicula asiatica c^lonensis Whistler & 

Kinnear 

259 Rajasthan Rock Bush Quail, Perdicula argoondak meinert^agmi Whistler 

260 Deccan Rock Bush Quail, Perdicula argoondah argoondah (Sykes) 

261 Mysore or Latcritc Rock Bush Quail, Pirdicula argoemtah salimali'i 

Whistler 

262 Painted Bush Quail, Perdicula eiythrorhyncha eiythrorhjmeha (Sykes) 

263 Northern Painted Bush Quail, Perdicula erythrorhyncha hlewitii (Hume) 

264 Assam Pamted Bush Quail, Perdicula manipurensis inglisi (Ogilvic- 

Painted Bush Quail, Perdicula mardpurensis manipiaensis Hume 

266 Simla HiU Partridge, Arborophila toiqueola millardi (Baker) 

267 Common Hill Partridge, Arborophila torqueola 'toraueila 

(Valenciennes) ’ 

268 Assam Hill Partridge, torqueola intersHneta Ripl^, , ,, 

269 Kachin Hill Partridge, Arborophila torqueola batemani (Ogilvie-Grant) 

270 Kufousthroated Hill Partridge, Arborophila rufoguleris ru/egu/am (Blyth) 

271 Arakan Hill Partridge, Arborophila n^fogularis intermedia (Blyth) . . 

272 Whitechecked Hill Partridge, Arboro^h etrogularis (Blyth) . . 

273 Redbreasted Hill Partridge, Arborophila mandellii Hume , . , . 

274 Assam Bamboo Partridge, jBamAurico/aj^trAit Aa/Hruant Godwin-Austen 

275 Red Spurfowl, Galloperdix spadieea spadieta (Gmelin) . . . . 

276 Aravalii Red Spurfowl, C^loperdix spadieea eeurina Blanford , . 

277 Travancore Rw Spurfowl, Gc/ic^dix j^adiwa jtrttxirti Baker 

278 Painted Spurfowl, GalZa^dix /ujm/ata (Valenciennes). . 

279 Ceylon Spurfowl, Gello^dix bicalearata (J. R. Forster) 

280 Mountain Qjiail, O^A^tia tuf<rci(«wa (3 - Gray) 

281 Nep^ Blood Pheasant, /tAagtnii crwntuj crumhu (Hardwicke) 

282 Sikkim Blood Pheasant, Ithaginis eruentus t^nxs B«be . . . . 

283 Tibetan Blood Pheasant, Itha^ms eruentus tibetanus (Baker) . . 

284 Mishmi Blood Ph eas ant, Ithaginis eruentus kuseri Beebe 

285 >Vetcm Homed Pheasant, Tragopen melanoce^us (J. E, Gray) 

286 Crimson Homed Pheasant or Satyr Tragopan, Tregopan safyra 

(Linnaeus) . . 

287 Hbctan Greybcilied Tragopan, Tragopan bljthii moUsicorthi iaka/. 

288 Greybcilied Tragopan, Tre^o^ blythii blythii (Jerdon) 

289 Tcmminck’s Tragopan or Chinese Crimson Homed Pheasant, 

Tragopan tn?i77rindh'i (J. E. Gray) . . 

290 Impcyan or Himalayan Monal Pheasant, Lepkopfumte "imMamu 

(Latham) ^ , 

291 Sdater’i or Mishmi Mon^ Pheasant, Lophtphoms seZairi Jerdon *. *. 

292 Elwta’s Eared Pheasant, Crossoptilon crossoptilon harment Elvyes 

293 Whitecrested Kaleej Ph eas a n t, Lophura levcomelena hamltordi 

(J. E. Gray) 

294 Nepal Kaleej Pheasant, Lophura teucomelena leucomelana (Latham) . . 

295 Blackbackcd Kaleej Pheasant, Lophura Uucomelana melanol^ (Hutton) 

296 Blackbreasted Kaleej Pheasant, LefAura leucomelana lalhartu (J. £. Gray) 

297 \ViIliams*s^Kal^ Ph ea sa n t, Xxpfana Uueemelena nnlliamsi (Oato) . , 

298 MofHtt’s Kaleej Ph easan t, Lophura leucomelana meffittx (Hachisuka) 

299 Indian Red Junglcfowl,GaZ/uJxaWujraT^Ai Robinson &HI0SS 

300 Burmese Red Junglefbwl, GoFut {oZhir (BonnateiTe) ,, 

301 Grey* Junglefowl, Gcilus soeafrcKi Tcmminck .... 


304 Kashmir Koklas Pheasant, Puerasia maerolopha biddulphi Marshall . , 

305 Koklas Pheasant, Puerasia maerolopha maerolopha (Le^n) 

306 Nepal Koklas Pheasant, Puerasia tnaerolopka rdpalensis G^d 

307 Chir Pheasant, Catrem wallieJui (Hardwicke) . . . . . . . . 

308 Mrs Hume’s Barredback Pheasant, Syrmatieus kusmae hsamae (Hume) 

309 Bhutan Peacock-Pheasant, Polypleetron biealeara^ bakeri Lowe . . 

310 Burmese Peacock-Pheasant, Polypleetron biealearatum •bieelearatum 

(Linnaeus) . . 

31 1 Indian Peafowl, Paoo cristatxts Linnaeus 

312 Bunnese or Green Peafowl, Faro rmificut Shaw & Nodder .. 

Order Gruiforuss 
F amily turhicidae: Bustard-Quails 

313 Little Bustard-Quail ^Tumix ^Icotiea dussumier (Temxmnck) . . . . 

314 Indian Ycllowlegged Button Quail, Tunttr tanki tanks Blyth . . 

315 Burmese Yellowlegged Button Quml, Tumur toiH Ahm/ori/tV Blyth .. 

316 Northern Bustard-Quail, Tumur suseitator plumbipes (Hodgson) 

317 Lower Bengal Bustard-Quail, Tumiv suseitator bengalensis Blyth . . 

318 Indian Bustard-Quail, Tumtt susritotor toigocr (Sykes) .. .. 

319 Ceylon Bustard-Quail, Tumix suseitator leggn Baker 

Fa^y oruidae: Cranes 

320 Eastern Common Crane, Grtu gnu lilfordi Sharpe 

321 Blacinecked Crane, Gnu nigricollis Praevalski . . . . . . . . 

3^ Hooded Crane, Gnu monocha Tcmminck 

323 Indian Sams Crane, Gnu ontigone (Linnaeus) . . 

324 Burmese Sams, Gnu antigorx sharpit BlanfoM 

325 Siberian or Great White Crane, Gnu leucogeramu Pallas 

326 Demoiselle Crane, Anthropoides tirgo (linnaeus) . . . . * . 

Family rallipab : Rails, Coots 

327 Turkestan Water Rail, Fa//tu oqvatieus kortjewi Zamdny 
326 Indian Water Rail, Rallus equotteus induus Blyth 

329 Indian Bluebreasted Banded Rail, Rallus striatus albiventer Swainson 

330 Andaman Bluebreasted Banded Rail, Rallus striatus obseurior (Hume) 

331 Malayan or Redlegged Banded Crake, Rollina /aseiata (Raffles) 

332 Indian or Slatylcggcd Banded Crake, Rallina evrizonoides emaeropUra 

(Jerdon) 

333 Andaman Banded Crake, Rallim tonnw^’ (Blyth) 

334 Corncrake or Landrail, Crex erex (Linnaeus) . . > > 

335, 336 Little Crake, Porzana parva porva (ScopoU) . . . . . - 

337 Eastern Baillon’s Crake, Porzana pusilla pusilla (Pallas) . . • • 

338 Spotted Crake, Porzana porzana (Linnaeus) 

339 Northern Ruddy Crake, Porzcmajusca fusca (Linnaeus) 

340 Southern Ruddy Crake, Porzana fusca z^loniea (Baker) 

341 Elwes’s Crake, Amamomis bicotor (Walt^en) 

342 Brown Crake, i^njoaremir oAoo/ flAwZ (Sykes) .. 

343, 344 Indian Whilebreasted Waterhen, Amauromis phoenieunu /Awni- 
eurus (Pennant) 

345 Andamans WUtebreasted Waterhen, Asnauronus phoenicurus insularis 

Sharpe 

346 Kora or Watercock, Gallierex einerea evurea (Gmelin) 

347 Indian Moorhen, Gallinula cAZoro^ indiea Blyth 

S47a Malay Moorhen, GoZZtnaZa cAZpre^ orunto/ir Horsfield' .. «• 

348 Baluchi Purple Moorhen, Porphyria porphyria seistasueus Zamdny & 

H&rms .. .. .. .. .. •• •• •• 

349 Indian Purple Moorhen, Porphyria porphyria poUocephabu (Latham) . . 

350 Coot, Fulica atra atra Liimaem ' 

Family heliornithidae : Finfoots 

351 Mask^ Finfoot, Htliopais personota (G. R. Gray) 


302 Cey lon Red Junglrfowl, GflZZiU Zq/<rj»effn Lesson .. .*.* ** 

503 Oicstnulmantled KoUas Ph ea sant, Puerasia maerolopha eastaiea Gould 


Family ottdidae: Bustards 

352 Great Bustard, Otis tarda dybowskii Tacxanowsld 

353 Eutem Little Bustard, Otis tetrax orientalis Hartert . . • • 

354 Great Indian Bustard, ChorioHs rtigrieeps (Vigors) 

355 Houbara Bustard, CAZam^^oZir undulata maequeenii (J. £. Gray) 

356 Bengal Florican, EupodoHs bengalensis bengalensis (Gmelin) 

357 Lee& or Lesser Florican, Sypheotides indiea (J. F. Miller) 


Order Ckaradriiformei 

Family jacanidaz : Ja^anas 

358 Pheasant-tailed Ja^ana, /^dre^Aariamu rAtfurgiu (ScopoU) 

359 Eronzewinged Ja^ana, Afrto^’ditu indfou (Latham) .. 

Fanuly rtAEMATOPODiDAE : Oystercatchers 

360 Oystcrcaicher or Sea-Pie, Haematopus’Ottralegus ostraUgus Linnaeus 

361 Chinese Oyiiercatcher, Haematopus ostralegus orruZanr Swinhoe 
Family citARAORiiDAE: Plovers, Sandpipers, Snipe 
Subfamily charadriinae : Plovers 

362 \\'hitetailed Lapwing, Tanr/Z^u Zrunmu (Lichtenstein) 

363 Sociable Lapwing, Vaneltus gregarius (Pallas) 

364 Peewit, Lapwing or Green Plover, VaneUus canellus (Linnaeus) 

365 Greyheaded Lapwing, I'oarZZuj rin/rnu (Blyth) 

366 Redwatllcd Lapwing, Fcn^ZZiu indiats indicus (Boddaert) 

367 Ceylon Rcdwattlcd Lapwing, VaneUus indieus lankae (Koclz) 

366 Burmese Redwattled Lapwing, VaneUus ini;Viu atronuchedis (Jerdon) 
359 Spurwinged I.apwing, Venellus spinosus duiauetUi (Lesson) . . 

370 Yellow-wattled I-apwing, Vantllus malabaricus (Boddaert) .. 

371 Blackbrllicd or Grey Plover, P/m-taZir jyaiifaroZfl (Linnaeus) .. 

372 Golden Plover, Pluiialis epnearia epricarip. (Linnaeus) 

373 Eastern Golden Plover, Plwielis domimea fulea (Gmelin) .. 

374 Large Sand Plover, Cf^radrius leschenaultii Lesson . . 

375 Australian Blackfrontcd Plo%*er, Charadrius melenops VicHlol 

376 Caspian Sand Plover, Chasedrius asiatints asiaticus Pallas 

377 Eastern Sand Plover, Charadrius cnaticus ceredus Gould . . 
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378 Eastern Ringed Plover, Ckaradriyu kiatiaila tsmdrae (Lqwe) 

379 European Little Ringed Plover, Charednuj duhius cvmau Gmelin ! 1 

380 Indian Little Ringed Plover, CkaradTitu duMmjerdemx (Lcgge) 

381 Kentish Plover, Choradnus alexcmdrinus alexeninitus Idnnaeus 

382 Ceylon Kentish Plover, Charadnus alexandrimts Siehchm EUrtett & 

Jackson 

383 Longbillcd Ringed Plover, Ckaradrius piaeidusj, E. Gray 

384 Pamirs Lesser Sand Plover, Ckaradrius mongolus ctrifhns Wa^cr 

SubfamUyscoLopACiKAE : Curlews, Sandpipers, Snipe, Woodcock 

385 Whimbrcl, Ktxmenius pkaecpus phaeopus (Linnaeus} 

386 Eastern \^imbrel, Numernus pha^us tantgatus (Scopoli) 

387 Curlew, dfumtmus crguala ergmta (linnaeus) 

388 Eastern Curlew, Numenhis etquata orimt/dii C.. Rr ebTri 

389 Blacktailcd Godwit, Limosa Ifrrwja limasa (Linnaeus) . . 

390 Eastern Blacktailcd Godwit, Lirnosa limosa rrulanuroides Gould 

391 Bartailed Godwit, Limosa lapponua lapponica (Linnaeus) 

392 Spotted or Dusky Redshank, Ttinga nyihropus (Pallas) 

393, 394 Common Redshank, Tringa totaim totamis (Linnaeus) 

395 Marsh Sandpiper or Little Greenshank, Tringa sta^iatilis (Bcchstein) 

396 Greenshank, Tringa nebtdaria (Gunnerus) . , ’ . . 

397 Green Sandpiper, Tringa ochropus LinnacuS . . . . ^ 

393 Wood or Spotted Sandpiper, Tringa glareola Linnaeus 

399 Spotted Greenshank or Armstrong’s Sandpiper, Tringa gultifa 

(Nordmann) 

400 Terek Sandpiper or Avocet-Sandpiper, Tringa terek (Latham) 

40 1 Common Sandpiper, Tringa hyPoUucos Linnaeus 

402 Turnstone, Artnaria inUrpres inletprts (Unnacus) 

403 Shipebilled Godwit or Asian Dowitchcr, Umnodrontus semipalmatiu 

(Blyth) 

404 Eastern Solitary Snipe, Gdlinago soUlaria sotiiaria Hodgson 

405 Wood Snipe, GaiimagonCTnowote Hodgson 

406 Pintail Snipe, Callinago sUnura Bonaparte 

407 Swinhoc’s Snipe, Callinago megala Swinhoc 

403 Great Snipe, Callinago media (Latham) 


409 Common or Faniait GaQtnago gdlinago gdlinago (Linnaeus) 

410 Jack Snipe, GflZlmajo minima (Brunnicb) .. .. ,, 

41 1 Woodcock, Scolopax rusticota rusticola Linnaeus . . , . , . , * 

412 Knot, Co/iim canafa canuta (Linnacm) .. .. 

413 Eastern Knot, Caitdrij /mm’wfrif (Horsficld) .. 

414 Sandcrling, Ca/ufrir fl/iur (Pallas) .. *’ 

415 Eastern Little Stint, Ca/ieffm ns^coWij 

416 Little Stint, Calidris minula (Lcislcr) . , 

417 Tcmmlnck’s Stint, Colicfris tarnmncHi (LcUler) « - 

418 I/Jngtocd Stint, Calidris subimnuta (MiddendorfT) 

419 Asian Pectoral or Sharptailed Sandpiper, Cdidris aamdnata (Horsficld) 

420, 421 Dunlin, Cdidris djnna dpina (Linnaeus) . . 

422 Curlcw-^ndpigcr, Cdidris testacea (Pallas) 

423 Spoonbilled Sandpiper, Etaynorl^hus pygmaexts (Linnaeus) 

424 Broadbilled Sandpiper, Limicota falcinellus faldnellus (Pontoppidan) 

425 Eastern Broadbilled Sandpiper, Umicola faldnellus sibirica Dresser . . 
425a BufFbreasted Sandpiper, TryngiUs subrupcollU (V'ieillot) 

426 Ruff, Philomadius pugnax (Linnaeus) 

Subfamily PHALAROf inae : Phalaropcs 

427 Grey Ph^aropc, PAalaro/nuJulicariiu (Linnaeus) 

428 Rctfaccked Phalarope, Pkdaropus lobclus (Linnaeus) . . 


Family rostratuliwae : Painted Snipe 

429 Paint^ Snipe, Rostratula henghalensis benghaUnsis (Linnaeus) 

Family recurvirostrio ae : Stilts, Avoccts, Ibisbills 

430 Indian Blackwinged Stilt, Hinumtopus kimantopus himar4opus (Linnaeus) 

431 Ceylon Blackwinged. Sdlt, himante^ ttyleruTisis Whisdtr 

432 Avocet, Recurdrostra avosetia Linnaeus . . 

433 Ibisbill, Ihidorkjmeka struthersii Vigors • . . 

Family dromadidae: Crab Plovers 

434 Crab Plover, Drtmas errdeola Payiull 
Appendix . , 
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Order Gbaradriiporues (cent) 

Family burbxsxdae: Stone Curlews, Thick-knees 

435 Persian Stone Curlew, RiirftmttxoedtearmurAaftertiVauric . 

436 Indian Stone Curlew, Burfdmis oedicnerrau indicus (Salvadori) 

437 Great Stone Plover, Esaeus magTriroilris recioTiroitiij (Cuvier) . • 

438 Australian Stone Plover, Esaeus magnirostris magnsrostris (Vicillot) . * 

F amil y olareohdae: Coufscrs (Courier Plovers), Pratmcoles 

439 Cceamcoloured. or Desert Courser, Cursorius cursor cursor (Latham) 

440 Indian Courser, Cursorius coromendelieus (Gmelin) 

441 Jerdon’s or Doublebanded Courser, Cursorius bitorquatus (Blyth) ^ . . 

442 -Collared Pratincole or Swallow-Plover, Glareola pratineola pratineda 

(Linnaeus) •• 

443 Large Indian Pratincole or Swallow-Plover, Glareola pratineola mddi- 

caram J, R, Forster 

444 Small Indian Pratincole or SwaHow-Plovcr, Glareola laetea Tcmminck 

Family stsrgorarxxdae : Skuas, Jaegers 

445 Antarctic or Falkland Skua, Catharaeta skua ar^etiea (Lesson) 

446 Brown or Great Skua, Catharaeta skua lonnberp Mathews 
446a South Polar Skua, Catharaeta skua meeeorrmeki (Saunders) . . 

447 Pomatorhine Skua or Jaeger, Stercorariuspomarinus yLtseun^^) ^ . . 

448 Parasitic or Richardson’s Skua or Jaeger, Stereararius parasitieus (Lin- 

naeus) 


Family tARiOAE: Gulls, Terns 

449 Sooty Gull, torus kempriekii Bruch . . . . ^ . 

450 Ydlowlegged Herring Gull, Larus argentatus keuglmi Brce . . 

451 Pixiklegged Herring Gull, Larus argentatus mongolieus Sus hkin • • 

452 Lesser Blackbacked Gull, Larus Justus Jiucus t^maeus • . ■>- 

452a Great Blackbacked Gull, Lams marinus Linnaeus . » - . • • 

453 Great Blackheaded Gull, Lams icktkyaetus Pallas . * • • 

454 Brownheaded Gull, Larus brunnieepwus Jerdon 

455 Blackheaded Gull, Lams ridifcwuius ridiBundus Linnaeus • • 

456 Slcndcrbilled Gull, Larus genet Brtoic 

457 little Gull, Lotus mirmtus Pallas , . _ . • 

[Greater Blackbacked Gull, Lams marinus LinMcus] . . 

458 Indian Whiskered Tern, Cdidonias hjbridus indiau (Stephens) . . . 

459 Whitewinged Black Tern, Chlidomas (Tcm m inck) .. 

459a Black Tern, Chlidordas niger niger (Linnaeus) . . ^ 

460 GuUbilled Tern, Gelochelidon ralotiea nilotiea (GtncHn) 

461 Javan GuUbilled Tcm, Getoehelidon ttHoUca afinis (HorsScId) » • 

462 Caspian Tem, Hydroprogne easpia easpia (Pa ll a s ) . . 

463 ^dian River Tem, Sterna auranliaj. E. Gray ^ . . 

464 EnTor* er*p nnmm nn Tem, Sterna kuundo hirtmdo Linna eus .« 

465 Tibetan Common Tcm, Slema kirundo tibetana Saunders . « . • 

466 Roseate or Rosy Tcm, Slerrui dougallii korusies (Hume) . . . . 

4^a Arctic Tcm, Slema macnera Naumann 

467 Whitecheeked Tcm, lytiTna rt^essa Hartcrt .. *’ m ’* 

468 Eastern Blacknaped Tcm, Sterna sumatrana sutrjiirana Raffles 

469 Western Blacknaped Tcm, Sterna nimafrona mathewri Stresemarm . . 

470 Blackbellied Tern, Sterna aeutieauda S* E. Gray • . • . • • 

47 1 , 472, 473 Brownwinged Tcm, Sterna cnaethetus anaeihetus Scopoli 

474 Sooty Tem, i’ttmajiistata «u5»ibsa Sparnnan .. .. .. .. 

475 Little Tcm or Tcmlct, Sterna albifrons albifrons Pallas 

476 Blacishafted Tcmlct, Sterna saundersi Hume . . 

477 Whiteshalled Temlct, S/rma aiii/rons /wsil/a Tcmminck 

478 Red Sea Large Crest^ Tcm, Sterna bergii velox Cretzschmar 

479 Indian Lesser Crested Tcm, Sterna bengalensb hengalensis Lesson 

480 Sandwich*Tcm, Sterna sanddeensis sanddeenm I^at h a m 

481 Noddy Tcm, Anotts ftolidiis (Scopoli) . . 

482 3Vh hec? pp<‘^ Noddy, Anous tendrostfU worusteri (McGregor) 

483 Indian Ocean White or Fai^ Tcm, Grgts dba memSe Mathews 

484 Indian Skimmer or Sdssorbill, Rjnehops dbicollis Swainson . . 

Order Colubbiformes 
F amily FTEROCi.iDinAE; Sandgrousc 

485 Tibetan Sandgrousc, Sjnhaptes tibetarms Gould . . . . ' . . 

485a Pallas’s Sandgrousc, Sjrrhaptes paradoxus (Pallas) 

486 Large Pinttul Sandgrousc, Pteroeles alehata caudacutus (S. G. Gmelin) 

487 Indian Sandgrousc, Pteroeles exvstus erlangeri (Neumann) 

488 Spotted Sandgrousc, Pteroeles serjgdlus (Linnaeus) 

489 Imperial or Blackbellied Sandgrousc, Pteroeles orientdis orienialis 

(Linnaeus) 

490 Coronctled Sandgrousc, Pteroeles eoronatus atratus Hartert 

491 dosebarred Sandgrousc, tndreur cra^ifin Neumann .. 

492 Painted Sandgrousc, Pteroeles indieus indieus (Gmelin) 

Family cox-umbibae : Pigeons, Doves 

493 Pintailcd Green Pigeon, Trervn epieauda apkauda Blj-th 

494 Kokla or IV’cdgctailed Green Pigeon, Treron sphertura sphenura (Vigors) 

495 TluckbUled Green Pigeon, Trncn tufrirwfra rdpclends (Hodgson) 

496 Grtyfronted Green Pigeon, Tmon pompedara cfbds (jedon) 

497 Pompadour or Ceylon Greyironted Green Pigeon, Treron porrpadora 

porrpedora (Gmelin) 

498 Nep^ GreyCronted Green Pigeon, Treron pempadora c e wer i Rand & 

Fleming .* 


499 Ashyheaded Green Pigeon, Trtron /ipTnA‘*dera/>Aayrri (Blyth) 

500 Andaman Grcyfronled Green Pigeon, Treron pompadora ekloroptera 

Blyth 

501 Indian Orangebreasted Green Pigeon, Treron bidneta hidneta (Jerdon) 

502 Ceylon Orangebreasted Green Pigeon, Treron bidneta leggei Hartert 

503 "BcngiA Ctetax Pignort, Treron phoenicoptera phoenicoptera ijjaihairi) 

504 Southern Green Pigeon, Treron phoenieoptera ehlorigaster (Blyth) 

505 Ceylon Green Pigeon, Treron plwenicoptera pkillipsi Ripley 

506 Northern Green Imperial Pigeon, Dueula cenea sylvatiea (TickcU) 

507 Southern Green Imperial Pigeon, Dueula aenea ptuilla (Blyth) 

508 Nicobar Green Imperial Pigeon, Dueula aenea nieobarica (Pclzcln) . . 
508a Andaman Green Imperial Pigeon, Dueula aenea andamanica Abdulali 

509 pied Imperial Pigeon, Dueula bicolor (Scopoli) . . 

510 Hodgson’s or Nepal Maroonbacked Imperial Pigeon, Dueula badia 

indgnis Hodgson 

511 Jerdon’s or Southern Maroonbacked Imperial Pigeon, Dueula badia 

euprea (Jerdon) 

512 Greyheaded Imperial Pigeon, Dueula badia gdseitapUla Walden 

513 West Himala>'an Snow Pigeon, Columha leuconota leueonota Vigors . . 

514 East Himalayan Snow Pigeon, Columha leueonota gradaria Hartert . . 

515 Turkestan HUl Pigeon, Columha rvpestris turkestaniea Buturlin . . 

516 Blue Rock Pigeon, Columha livia negleeta Hume . . . . . . 

517 Indian Blue Rock Pigeon, Columha livia intermedia Strickland 

518 Eastern Stock Pigeon, Cclumba eversmanni Bonaparte . . . . . . 

519 Eastern Wood Pigeon or Cushat, Columha pdumhus casioHs (Bonaparte) 

520 Speckled Wood Pigeon, Columha hodgsonii Vigors . . « . 

521 Nilgiri Wood Pigeon, Columha eJphinstonii (Sykes) 

522 Ceylon Wood Pigeon, Columba torringtoni Bonaparte . . . . 

523 Ashy Wood Pigeon, Columba pulehricollis Blyth . . » . • • 

524 Purple Wood Pigeon, ColurrM punieea Bly^ . , 

525 Andaman Wood Pigeon, Columba pdumboides (Hume) . . . • 

526 Bartailed Cuckoo-E>ove, Maerop^gia unehaJl tusalia (Bh^b) . . , * 

527 Nicobar Cuckoo-Dove, Macro^gus rufpermis rujipennis Blyth . . 

527a Andaman Cud:oo-Dovc, Mceropygia rujipennis andamanica Abdulali . . 

528 [Strepiopelia turtur turtur (Linnaeus)) . . . . . . » . . . 

529 Persian T\irtlc-Dovc, Streptopelia turtur arenieola (Hartert) . . . . 

530 Rufous Turtle-Dove, Streptopelia orientdis orientdis (Latham) . , 

531 Western Turtle-Dove, Streptopelia orientalis meena (Sykes) 

532 Rufous Tixrtle-Dove, Streptopelia orientdis agrieola (Tlckell) . . 

533 Peninsular Turtle-Dove, Streptopelia orientalis erythrocephala (Bonaparte) 

534 Indian Ring Dove, Streptopelia decaocto deeaocto (Friv^dszl^) 

535 Indian Red Turtle-Dove, Streptopelia tranquebarica tranguebariea 

(Hermann) . , 

536 Burmese Red Turtle-Dove, Streptopelia tranquebarica kumilis (Tem- 

minck) 

537 Indian Spotted Dove, Streptopelia ekinensis swatensis (Gmdin) 

538 Ceylon Spotted Dove, Streptopelia ekinensis eeylonensis (Rddicnbach) 

539 Burmese SpottedDove, Streptopelia ekinensis tigrina (Tcmminck) 

540 NEFA Spotted Dove, Streptopelia chinensis edwardi Ripley 

541 Indian little Brown or Senegal Dove, Streptopelia senegalensis cam- 

• • • • • • ♦ • • • • • • * 

542 Indian Emerald Dove, Chalcophaps tndica indiea (Linnaeus) . . 

543 Ceylon Emerald Dove, Chdeophaps indiea robinsoni Baker 

544 Andaman Emerald Dove, Chalcophaps indiea maxima Hartert . , 

544a Nicobar Emerald Dove, Chalcxfpkaps indiea augusla Bonaparte . . 1 

544b Nicobar Pigeon, Cdoaias ntro^onca rnccbarxea (Linnaeus) 

Order PstTTACtroRMEs 

Family psittacxdae : Parrots 

545 Large Indian Parakeet, Psittacvla eupatria nipdensis (Hodgson) 

546 Large Ceylonese Parakeet, Psittaevla eupatria eupatria (Linnaeus) 

547 Large Burmese Parakeet, Psittacula eupatria aoaisis (KJoss) • . 

548 Large Andaman Parakeet, Psittacula eupatria magnirostris (Ball) 

549 Northern Roscringed Par^cet, Psittarda krameri boredis (Neiimann) 

550 Roscringed Parakeet, Psittacula krameri manillensis (Bcchstein) 

551 Indian Redbreasted Parakeet, Psittaeda edexandri Jasciata (P. L- S. 

Muller) 

5$2 Andaman Redbreasted Parakeet, Psittacula dexandri ebbotti (Ober- 
holser) 

553 Blyth’s Nicobar Parakeet, Psittaeda cardups (Blyth) . . 

554 Lord Derby's Parakeet, Psittacula derbyena (Fraser) 

555 Andaman Redchecked Parakeet, Psittacula longieesuda ijtleri (Hume) 

556 Nicobar Redchecked Parakeet, Psittaeula longieauda nieebariea (Gould) 

557 Northern Blcssomheaded Parakeet, Psittaeda eycnoeephala hengalensis 

(Forster). 

558 Southern Blossomhcaded Parakeet, Psittarda cyenocephda tyanocepkda 

(finnaeta) .. 

559 Assam Blossoirieaded Parakeet, Psittaeda roseala rouaia Biswas 

560 Arakan Blossomhcaded Parakeet, Psittaeda reseda jumae Biswas 

561 Rothschild’s Parakeet, Psittaeda inUmedia (Rothschild) 

562 Himalayan Slatyhcaded Parakeet, Psittaeda famdqycna (Lesson) 

563 Eastern Slatybeaded Parakeet, Psittaeda frachii (Hume) 

564 Blucviinged Parakeet, Psittaeda eoUsnhoides fWgon) . . . . . » 

565 Layard’s Parakeet, Psiitarda ediherpee (Blyffl) 

566,567 Indian Lorikeet,. Lcriridar xemdis (Sparrman) 

568 Ceylon Lorikeet, LericaTw ItryUinus (J. R. Forster) 
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Order Guculiformes 


Family cuculidae: Cuckoos 

569 Redwinged Crested Cuckoo, C/cTTWtor coromamfttT (Linnaeus) , . 192 

570 Pied Crested Cuckoo, Clamator jacobimu serratus (Sparrman) . , 194 

571 Ceylon Pied Crested Cuckoo, Clamator jacobinusjacobinus (Boddaert) . . 197 

572 Large Hawk-Cuckoo, Cueulus sparverioides zparcaioxdei Vigors . . 198 

573 Common Hawk-Cuckoo or Brainfc\’cr Bird, Cuculus varius parius Vahl 200 

574 Ceylon Hawk-Cuckoo, Cuculus varius ciceltae (Phillips) . . . . 202 

575 Hodgson’s Hawk-Cuckoo, Cuculus fugax nisieolor Blyth . , . . 203 

576 Indi^ Cuckoo, Cuculus micropUrus micropterus Gould 204 

577 Asiatic Cuckoo, Cuculus canorus subteUpkoTws Zarudny . , . . 207 

578 Cuckoo, Cueulus eanorus canorus Linnaeus . . . . . . » , 208 

579 Khasi Hills Cuckoo, Cucu/us fonomi 5aA:m Hartert .. .. 210 

580 Himalayan Cuckoo, Cucu/iu ratarfl/ui jfltorc/uf Blyth .. .. 211 

580a Horsficld’s Cuckoo, Chcu/ut faturatiu Moore .. .. 213.319 

581 Small Cuckoo, Cuculus poliacepnatus polioccphalus Latham . . . . 213 

582 Indian Baybandcd Cuckoo, Caeomantis sonneratii sonneratii (Latham) . . 215 

583 Ceylon Baybanded Cuckoo, Cofomanhr jowwahi aicifi (Baker) 217 

|584 Indian Plaintive Cuckoo, Caeomantis passerinwi ^Vahl) . • . • 218 

585 Rufousbellied or Burmese Plaintive (Cuckoo, Caeomantis merulinus 

Heine 220 

586 Emerald Cuckoo, Chaleites maeulaius (Gmclin) .. .. .. 222 

587 Violet Cuckoo, ChalciUs xanthorhynchus xanthorhynchus (Horsficld) , . 223 

588 Indian Drongo-Cuefcoo, Sumiculus luguhris diervroides (Hodgson) . . 224 

589 Ceylon Drongo-Cuckoo, Sumiculus luguhris sUwarti Baker . . . . 226 

’ 590 Indian KocI, Eudynamys seotopaeea scolopaeea (Linnaeus) , . . . 227 

591 Malay Koel, Eudynamys scolopaeea malaycna Cabanis & Heine ^ . . 229 

592 Andaman Koel, Eudynamys seohpacea dolosa Ripley . . . . . . 230 

593 Large Greenbilled Malkoha, RhopodyUs tristis tristis (Lesson) . . 231 

594 Burmese Large Greenbilled Malkoha, RhopodyUs tristis saliens Mayr 232 

595 Small Greenbilled Malkoha, RhopodyUs mridirostris (Jerdon) . . 233 

596 Western Sirkcer Cuckoo, Taccocua lesekenaultii sirkce (J. E. Gray) . . 234 

597 Eastern Sirkeer Cuckoo, Taeeceua UschenauUii infuscata Blyth . . 236 

598 Southern Sirkeer Cuckoo, Tauoeua lesehenaultii leschenauUii Lesson . . 237 

599 Rcdfaccd Malkoha, Pkacnieophaeus pyrrhbeephalus (Pennant) . . , . 238 

600 Common Crow-Pheasant or Coucal, Centropus sinensis sinensis (Ste- 

phens) , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 240 

601 East Pakistan Crow-Pheasant, Centropus sinensis inUrmedius (Hume) . . 242 

602 Southern Crow-Pheasant, Centropus sinensis parroti Stresemann . . 243 

603 Andaman Crow-Pheasant, Centropus (sinensis) andamanensis Beavan . . 244 ' 

604 Ceylon Coucal, Centropus chlororhynehus Blyth . , . . . . 245 

605 Lesser Coucal, Centropus ioulou hingalensis (Gmelin) . . . . . . 246 

Order Striciforme's 

Family strioxdae 

Subfamily tytoninae: Bam Owls 

606 Indian Bam Owl, Tyto alba steriens Hartcre . . . . . . . . 250 

607 Andaman Bam Owl, Tyto alba deroepstorffi (Hume) . , . , , ♦ 251 

608 Grass Owl, Tyto capensis longimembris (Jerdon) . . . . . . 252 

609 Sikkim Bay Owl, Pkodilus hadius saturatus Robinson . . . . . . 253 

610 Ceylon Bay Owl, Pkodilus badius assimilis Hume . . . . . . 255 

610a Peninsular Bay Owl, Phodilus hadius ripltyi Hussain &. Khan , . 2.)5,019 

Subfamily strxoinae: Owls 

61 1 Wotem Spotted Scops Owl, Oius spilocepkalus hultoni (Hume) . . 256 

612 Eastern Sj^tted Scops Owl, Otus spilocepkalus spilocepfMus (Blyth) , . 257 

613 Andaman Scops Owl, Otus halli (Hume) 258 

614 Striated or Pallid Scops Owl, Otus hnuei (Hume) 259 


615 Eastern Scops Ovvl, Otus scops pulchellus (Pallas) 

616 North Indian Scops Owl, Otus scops sunia (Hodgsonl . . , , 

617 Peninsular Scops 0^vl, Otus scops ruppennis (Sharpe) 

618 Ceylon Scops Owl, Olui scotis Uggei Ticehurst . . . . , , 

61Ba Andaman Scops Owl, modw/ur ^VValden)_ .. .. 

6I8b Nicobar Scops Owl, 6/i«Jw^jmVo5anrttr (Hume) .. ' 

619 Punjab Collared Scops Owl, OftiT iflkkaf7iorna/i/umi^M (Hume) 

620 West Pakistan Collared Scops Owl, Otus bak^moena deseriicolor Tice- 

hurst 

62 1 Gangetic Colfarcd Scops Owl, Otus hahkamoena gangeticus Ticehurst , , 

622 Central Indian Collared Sco)js Owl, Otus bakkamoena maraihae Tice- 

hurst . . 

623 Ceylon Collared Scops Owl, Oius bakkamoena bakkamoena Pennant , . 

624 Burmese Collared Scops Owl, Otus bakkamoena Uttia (Hodgson) 

625 Turkestan Homed or Eagle-Owl, Bubo bubo turcomanus (Eversmaim) 

626 Tibetan Horned or Eagle-Owl, Bubo bubo tibetanus Bianchi 
626a Himalayan Horned or Eagle-Owl, Bubo bubo hcmaehalana Hume 

627 Indian Great Homed or Eagle-Owl, Bubo bubo bengalensis (Franklin) 

628 Forest Eagle-Owl, Bubo nipaUnsis nipalensis Hodgson 

629 Ceylon Forest Eagle-Owl, Bubo nipaUnsis blighi Legge 

630 Dusky Horned 0\Vl, Bubo coromdhdus coromandus (Latham) . . 

631 Brown Fish OwL Bufco hjcArnauh (Tcmminck) 

€32 Ceylon Brown Fish Owl, Bubo zeylonensxs z^lonensis (Gmelin) 

633 Tawny Fish Owl, Bubofavipes (Hodgson) 

634 Snowy Owl, hfyetea scandiaea (Linnaeus) 

635, Collared Pygmy Owlet, Glaucidium brodiei brodiei (Burton) 

636 Barred Jungle Owlet, Glaucidium radiatum radiatum (Tick^) . . 

637 Malabar Barred Jungle Owlet, Glaucidium radiatum malabaricum (Blyth) 

638 Chestnutbacked Barred Owlet, Glaucidium radiatum easfanonolum 

(Blyth) , 

639 West Himalayan Barred Owlet, Glaucidium euculoides cuetdoides (Vigors) 

640 East Himalayan Barred Owlet, Glaucidium euculoides austerum Ripley 

641 Burmese Barred Owlet, Glaucidium euculoides rufescens Baker . , 

642 Indian Brown Hawk-Owl, Minox scutulata lugubris (Tickell) . . 

643 Burmese Brown Hawk-Owl, J{inox scutulata bumamea Hume 

644 South Indian Brown Hawk-Owl, Plinox scutulata hirsuta (Temminck) 

645 Hume’s Brown Hawk-Owl, Ninox scutulata ohseura Hume 

646 Andaman Brown Hawk-Owl, Ninox afinis affinis Beavan 

647 Nicobar Brown Hawk-Owl, J/inox ajinis isolata Baker 

648 Hutton's Owlet, Athene noetua baetriana Blyth . . 

649 Tibet Owlet, Athene noetua ludlowi Baker 

650 Northern Spotted Owlet, Athene brama indica (Franklin) 

651 East Assam Spotted Owlet, ^ramc t/hra Ripley 

652 Southern Spotted Owlet, Athene brama brama (Temminck) , . 

653 Forest Spotted Owlet, Athene blewUli (Hume) 

654 Hume's Wood Owl, Strix butleri (Hume) 

655 Saurashtra Mottled Wood Owl, Strix ocellala grandis Koelz . . 

656 Northern Mottled Wood Owl, Strix oeellata grisescens Koelz . . 

657 Southern Mottled Wood Owl, Strix oeellata oeellata (Lesson) 

658 Himalayan Brown Wood Owl, Strix Upiogrammiea newarensis (Hodgson) 
^9, 660, 6$0a Brown Wood Owl, Strix Upiogrammiea indranee Sykes 

661 Scully's Wood Owl, Strix aluco biddulphi Scully 

662 Himalayan Wood Owl, Slrtx aluco nivieola (Blyth) . . . . • . 

663 Longeared Owl, o/w (Linnaeus) 

664 "^hortcared Owl, Asio fiammeus fommeus (Pontoppidan) . » • . 

665 Tcngmalm's Owl, Aegolius funereus caueasieus (Buturlin) 
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Order Gaprimuloiformes 

Family poidargidae: Frogmouths 

666 Ceylon Frogmouth, Batraehostomus moniliger Blyth 

667 Hodgson's Frogmouth, Batraehostomus hodgsoni hodgsoni (G. R. Gray) 


Family caprimuloidae: Nightjars or Goatsuckers ' 

668 Great Eared Nightjar, Eurostop^us macrotis cerviniceps (Gould) 

669 ssp bourdilloni (Hume) 

670 Indian Jungle Nightjar, Caprmulgus indiais hazarae Whistler & 


Kinnear 

671 . ssp indieur Latham 

672 kelaarti Blyth . . . . . . . . . . . . 

672a jotaka Temminck & Schlegcl 

673 " ■ ^ . 

673a *■ • . i. rtzov 

674 " . .. 

675 . ■ . ickell ,, 

676,677 ssp c/rijimnif Jerdon 

678 bimaculatus Hartcrt 

679 andamanicus Hume . . . » . . . . * 

680 Indian little Nightjar, Caprimulgus asiaticus asiaticus Latham 

681 ssp eidos Peters 

682 Franklin’s, or Allied, Nightjar, Caprimulgus affinis monticola Franklin 


Order Apodiforues, 


Family apodioae 
. Subfamily apodinae: Swifts 

683 Himalayan Swiftlet, Collocalia brevirostris brevirostrii (Horsficld) 

684 ssp innominata Hume 

684a Indomalayan or ’Black-nest* Swiftlet, Collocalia _ maxima maxima 
Hume .. .. .. .. .. 

685 Indian Edible-nest Swiftlet, Collocalia unieotor (Jerdon) 

686 Andaman Grcynimpcd or * White-nest * SwiiUct, Colhealia/ueiphaga 

inexpeetata Hume 

687 WhitebeUied Swiftlet, Collocalia ueulerita affinis Beavan 

688 Whitethroated Spinetail Swift, Chaet'ura eaddacuta nudipes (Hodgson) 

689 Cochinchlna Spinetail Swift, Chaetura eochinchinensis rupchandi Biswas 

690 ssp eochinchinensis Oustalet 

691 Large Brownthroated Spinetail S^saft, Chaetura gigantea indica Hume 

692 Whiterumped Spinetail Swift, Chaetura ^Icatiea (Tickell) 

693 Alpine Swm, Apus melba melba (linnaeus) 

6^ ssp rxubifuga Koelz 

695 hakeri Hartcrt 

696 Swift, ^purepujp^Iinmni (Swinhoe) 

697 Pallid Swift, Afm palUdus pallidus (Shelley) . . ; . 

698 Darkbacked Swift, Apus ecuticauda (Jerdon) 

699 LArge \Vlutcrump>^ Swift, Apus pacyicus paaficus (Lat^m) . . 

700 sip leuconyx (Blyth) 

701 Jtarwi (Yatnasmna) ‘ 


1 

3 


5 

6 


702 House-Swift, Apus affinis galiUjensis (Antinori) 

703 ssp affmis (J. E. Gray) 

704 singaUruis Madarasz . . . . . , 

705 nipalensis (Hodgson) . . ■ . . 

706 subfureatus (Blyth) 

707 Palm Swift, Cypsiurus parvus balasiensis ( J. E. Gray) 

708 ssp infumatus (Sclatcr) , . 

Subfamily hemiprocninae : Crested Swifts 

709 Crested Swift, Hemiproene longipennis coronata (Tickell) 
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Order Trogokiformes 
Family trooonidae; Trogons 

Trogon, Harpactes faseiatus legerli Koelz 

ssp malabarieus (Gould) 

Jaseiaius (Pennant) 

714 Redheaded Trogon, *• 

ssp exythroeephalus (Gould) 

Ward’s Trogon, Harpactes wardi (Kinnear) . . * 

Order Coraciiformes 

Family alcedinxdae: Kingfishers 
Pied IGngfishcr, CeryU lugubris eontinentalis Hartcrt 
ssp guttulata Stejneger 

Lesser Pied IGngfishcr, CeryU rudis leucomelanura Reichcnbach 
ssp travancoreensis Whistler & Kinnear 
Blyth’s IGngfisher, Atcedo hereules Laubmann 
Small Blue Kingfisher, Alcedo atthis pallasii Rcichcnbadx 
ssp bengaUnsis Gmelin . . . . . . 

taprobana Kleinschmidt 

Blue-eared Kingfisher, Baker 

ssp philtipsi Baker 

Tuffgaster Walden . . . . . . 

Threetoed Kingfisher, C^x erithacus erithaeus (Linnaeus) 
ssp ru^orsus Strickland . . . . 

macrocenu Oberholser . . . . . . • • . " 

BrovTiwinged Kingfisher, Pelargopsis amauroplera (Pearson) . . • • 

Storkbilled Kingfisher, Pelargopsis capensis capensis (Linnaeus) 
ssp osmastoni (Baker) 
intermedia Hume 

Ruddy Kingfisher, Halcyon coromanda coromanda (Latham) 

ssp mizorhina (Oberholser) . . . . . . ^ • 

Whitebreasted Kingfisher, Halcyon srrymeruis s i ry m enris (Linnaeus) . • 
ssp Jusea (Boddaert) 

perpukhra Madarasz . , . . . . , 

saturaiioT Hume . . . . •• 

Blackcappcd Kingfisher, Ha/owi/il/afa (Boddaert) .• •• 

%Vhitecoliared Kingfisher, HflLjwj cWmx ctds/i Sharpe ^ 

asp kumii Sharpe .. .. .. •» •• 
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742 Sharpe .. 97 

743 ocdpitalis (Blyth) . . . . . . . . 98 

FamSy meropidae; Bee-catcn 

744 Chestnuthcaded Bec-catcr, Afifro^r Zf/fAfflouW ifjcArTwnJ/j \^eilIot .. 99 

745 ssp andamflnmru Marien 101 

746 European Bec-cater, Merops apiasler Linnaeus . . 102 

747 Blue^eeked Bee-eater, Merops supercilwsus persicus Pallas . , . , 10^ 

748 Bluctailed Bee-eater, Linnaeus .. .. 106 

749 Small Green Bee-eater, Merops orimtalb bel^ehiais Ne umann .. 108 

750 ssp crtcn/o/tj Latham .. .. .. .. .. 109 

751 • Airmaniif Neumann .. .. HO 

752 e^Umicus Whistler .. .. .. .. .. HI 

753 Blucbearded Bec-cater, A3^/)wntj fftArrtem etArr/eni CJardinc £: Selby) 112 

Family coracixdab: Rollers or Blue Jays 

754 Kashmir Roller, Corcfiof^arruhirjrrwwun Loudon & Tschudi .. H4 

'755 Tndian RoUrr, Coratiirs hmphnlmsti hmffhaltnsis ( Linna em) H6 

756 ~ ssp Wiru Linnaeus .. .. .. .. .. .. H8 

757 j^nuHorsfield H9 

758,761 Broadbilled Roller, £w7JtoJ7Knori«if<j/£f^flnt«j//trVi^ot .. 120 

759 ssp /artiw Sharpe 122 

760 xmi'Dcraniyagala .. 123 

762 ^gas Strcsemann 123 

Family upupidae: Hoopoes 

763 Hoopoe, Upupa epops epops Linnaeus , . . . 124 

764 ssp saturata Lonnbcrg . . . , , . . , . . 127 

765 f^^CTimruRcichenbach .. .. 128 

766 fongirojtmjcrdon .» .. 128 

Family bucerotidae: HomblUs 

767 Grey Hombill, TbcAur tfrar/ru (Scopoti) .. .. .. 130 

768 -Malabar Grey Hombill, Tockus griseus griseus (Latham) .. 132 

769 ssp (Shaw) .. .. 133 

770 WWtethroated Brown Hombill, Ptxlolaemiis liekeUi custerd (Jerdon) . . 134 

771 Rufoiisneckcd Hombill, -terror ni^o/wu (Hodgson) 135 

772 Wreathed Hombill, iJA^’tierroj imduZatttj fiwAurfti Dcignan .. .. 137 

773 Narcondam Hombill, Rhjlkeros {plicatus) naramdami (Hxime) , . 139 

774 Indian Pied Hombill, Anihraeoceros malcbariais malohanois (Gmclin) 140 

775 Lesser Pied Hombill, ^tArflfOfrrorwronjaftneorwwfttr (Boddaert) .. 142 

776 Great Pied Hombill, Aifiwitf Awxrfli Hodgson .. .. 143 

Order Piciforues- 
Fanuly capitonidae: Barbets 

777 Great Barbet, AfrgaAjwna nVmi mflwAe/imOT: Swinhoe .. .. 147 

778 ssp magi^a Baker .. .. .. .. .. 149 

779 Ripley 149 

780 Large Green Barbet, A/fgflZflima ErttoitTfl (Franklin) .. .. 150 

781 ssp jnomafa Walden .. .. .. .. 152 

782 rQ?/entea (Gmelm) .. .. *, .. .. 152 

783 Lineated Barbet, A/ega/auna Zineaia remi Ripley ,, 153 

784 ssp Aadgfoni Bonaparte .. .. ,, 154 

785 Small Green Bar bet, Af«gaZaima tmdir (Boddaert) 155 

786 Vellovi’fronted Barb«, Afegalaima fiavifrons (Cuwer) . . . . 157 

787 Goldcnthroated Barbct, Afrgaiaima frariklinu frajAlinii (Blyth) . . 157 

788 Blucthroatcd Barbct, Afrga/azma ariatihi axia/tca (Latham) .. .. 158 

789 Blue-cared Barbel, Affga/atmaatufra/u ryanattr (Bl^lh) .. 160 

790 -Crimsonthroated Barbel, Mega&tma rubricapilla rrmebariea (Blyth) . . 161 

791 ssp rubriccpUle {Gm^in) 162 

792 Crimsonbreasted Barbct or Coppersmith, AfrgaZatma kaemaetphala 

trvZtra (Latham) .. 163 

Family indicatoridae; Honcyguidcs 

793 Honcyguide, /niicatjr xaniAafW/ttr rad^/ip Hume .. .. .. 165 

794 ' ssp xanthonotus Blyth * . . 166 

795 fvlvus Ripley 167 

Family picidae 

Subfamily jynoinab: Wrynecks 

796 Wryneck, ^•n.rijfjtflVZaiaryux/Za Linnaeus 168 

797 ssp cAwmrij Hesse 170 

797a AimaAprana Vaiirie 170 

Subfanuly picumhinae: Piculets 

798 Speckled Piculct, Pzciannaj' innomina/itf rnnaffjj’na/uj Burton .. 172 

799 ssp maZayanim Hartcit I74 

800 Rufous Piculet, 5aria ocAracra acArac/a Hodgson 175 

801 ssp rricAmouri Hesse 176 

Subfamily picinae: Woodpeckers 

802 Rufous Woodpecker, Miaoptemus hrachjxmis humti Kloss . . , , I77 

803 ssp phtdoceps'BXyih 178 

804 jerdonii (M^hcrbc) . . . . . , , . , . I79 


506 "Scalybellied Green Woodpecker, Piciu ryuamatm/arirorfm (Menzbier) 182 

807 ssp j^uamafar Vigors .. .. 182 

803 Little Semyb^ed Green \Voodpecker, Piau mjnrucopkoneus Strcsemann 1 84 

809 Blacknapcd Green Woodpecker, Ptcuf rajmj jangiriatrrjb^ Baker .. 186 

810 ssp A«rri Gyldemtolpc .. •. .. .. .. 168 

811 serdidutr Rippon .. .. ' ,, .. 189* 

812 -YcUownaped Woodpecker, Pteax/arwacAa Aumaanmw (Koclz) 190 

813 ssp Jiaswieha Gould .. .. .. .. .. .. 190 

814 Small Y^ownaped,Woodpecker, Piau ehlorolophis simlae Meinertehagen 1 92 

815 ssp cAZaraZo^Aur VicUlot .. .. .. 193 

816 ehbrigasUrJerdon 194 

817 ujeZZn Meinertzhagen .. .. .. 195 

818 LfCsscr Goldcnbacked Woodpecker, Dtra^'wn AcngAaZmrr diZator: (Blyth) 196 

819 ssp AmgAaZbxfr (Linnaeus) .. .. .. .. 197 

820 /!«rZt»ZZr (Malherbe) .. 199 

821 uhrmnae (Whistler & Kiimear) . . . . . . . . 199 

822 jaffhense (Whistler) . . . . . . . . . . 200 

823 psarodes (A. Lichtenstein) . . 201 

824 Himalayan Goldenbackcd Threctoed ^Voodpeckcr, Dinophm shorii 

shoni (Vigors) . . . . 202 

825 Indian Goldenbackcd Threctoed Woodpecker, Dinopium javanense 

TTuslabariam Whistler & Kinnear . . . r . . . . 203 

826 ssp intermedium (Blyth) . . . . . . . . . . 204 

827 Paleheaded Woodpecker, Gecinulus grantia graniia (Horsfield) . . 205 

828 Great Slaty Woodpecker, AfaZZmjfricttr/'uZrmzZmtaj moAua Ripley 206 

829 ssp harterti Hesse . . , . . . . , . . . . 206 

830 • Great Black Woodpecker, D^TOca^ar JarmriiAadgxami (Jerdon) .. 208 

831 ssp kodgei (Blyth) .. .. .. .. .. 210 

831a Black Woodpe^er, mar/otr AAam^trir (Buturlin) .. .. 210,259 

832 Rufousbellied Woodpecker, f^^^irttrA^/>«ytAn4r marjAaZZi (Harl^) 211 

833 ssp fyperytArus (Vi^OTi) .. .. .. .. .. 211 

834 Great Spotted Woodpecker, Picotdfj majbrx/wrTTTanni (Rensch) .. 213 

835 Sind Pied Woodpecker, PicauZax axximiZix (Blyth) .. .. .. 215 

836 W<mft layan Pied Woodpecker, Pkoides Aima^mxif albescens (Baker) 216 

837 ssp AimaZarwif (Jarthne & Selby) 217 

838,839 Daijecling Pied Woodpecker, Pieoidts darjellensis darjellensis 

(Blyth) ^ .. 218 

840 Crimsonbreasted Pied ^Voodpeckc^, Pieoidts cat^Aarxux caihpkarius (Blyth*' 219 

840a ssp ZadZauri (Vaurie) .. .. .. .. .. 220 

841 ^j^rrAotAarar (Hume) .. .. .. .. .. 221 

842 Brownheaded Pied \Voodpecker, Pieoidts ausieeps aurieeps (Vigors) . . 221 

843 ssp ineogrdtsis (Scully) . . . . . . . . . . . • 222 

844 Strii>ebreasted Pied VVoodpeckcr, afraftir (Blyth) . .. 223 

845 Fulvousbreasted Pied Woodpecker, PicayifX marri marri (Vieillot) .. 224 

846 ssp aniZamanmxtr (Blyth) . . . . . . - » 225 

847 Ydlowfronted Pied Woodpecker, Pieoidts mahratiensis mahralterxsis 

(Latham) . . . . . . . . . - . . • . . . . 226 

848 Grcycrowned Pigmy Woodpecker, Pieoidts canieapillus milehtUii 

(Malherbe) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 228 

849 ssp semieoTonatus (Malherbe) ... . . . . . • • . 229 

850 tfantca^ZZuJ (Blyth) . . . . . . . . . • • - 230 

851 Pigmy Woodpecker, Pifoii/ex naniix nanzif (Vigors) .. .. .. 231 

852 ssp hardwiekii (jerdon) . . . . . « . . • . 231 

853 einereigula (Malherbe) . . . . . . . . . . 233 

854 gpnnopthalmus (Blyth) . . . . . . . . • . 233 

855 Threctoed Woodpecker, Pieoidts tridaetjlus fxauhris Verreaux . , 234 

856 Hcartspotted Wo^pecker, Htmieiscus ecnsntt contrite (Lesson) . . 236 

857 Redcared Bay Woodpecker, BirtAij&iiwp^Aafu^rTAatir (Hodgson) .. .238 

858 Blackbacked Woodpecker, Ckiysoeolapus/esticus/esHcus (Bbddaert) . . 239 

859 ssp tantus Ripley . . . . . . t. . . . • » 241 

860 Larger Goldenbackcd \Voodpeckcr, CAJ7xafaZa/Z/j lueidus suhaneus 


861 ssp gultaeristatus (Tickell) . . . . . . • • • • 243 

862 chersontsus KJoss . . , . . . . . • . 244 

863 stricklondi (Layard) 245 


Order Passeriformes 

Family eurylaimidab: Broadbills 

864 Collared Broadbill, Serihphus lunatus rubropjg}us (Hodgson) . . 

865 Longtailed Broadbill, Psarisomus dalhousiat dalhousiat (Jameson) 

Family rittidae: Pittis 

866 Blucnaped Pitta, Pitta nipalensxs niftaZmrir (Hodgson) . . . . 

867 Indian Pitta, Pitta braehywa brochjvra (Linnaeus) 

868 Bluewinged Pitta, Pitta molueetrisis mtgarhjneka Schlegel 

869 Hooded or Greenbreasted Pitta, Pitta sordida cucuUata Hartlaub 

870 ssp abbolti Richmond . . . . . . • . . 

871 Blue PiiU, Pitta c;r(snea eyanea Blyth • •• 
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Order Passeriformes (cont.) 


Family alaudidae: Larks 

872 Singing Bush Lark, Mirafra javaniea cantillans Blyth . . - . . • 2 

873 Bengal Bush Lark. Mircfra assamica ossamica Horsfield . . . . 4 

874 Madras Bush Lark, Mirafra assamtea afinis BI>'th . . . . . . 5 

^-rr- j t . r TlCchuTSt 7 

. ■ . ih .. 7 

' • .... 9 

879 Blackcro^vned Finch-Lark, mgriff^r (Bl^'th) .• 10 

880 Indian Desert Finch-Lark, AmmomorM dtstrii phoer.ieuroides (Bl>'th) 12 

881 Persian Rufoustailed Finch-Lark, Ammorrjmts phoenicums zarudi^ 

Harteit .. .. .. .. .. .. •• 13 

882 Indian Rufoustailed Finch-Lark, Ammortar.es pkoenieums pkoenieimu 

(Franlclm) .. .. .. .. •• 14 

883 Southern Ruroustailcd Finch-Lark, Arrmorrjmts phoenievrus ttsiaecxs 

Koelz . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . 16 

884 Large Desert Lark, riZa^wn cZfludfp^j dorian (Sal\’adori) .. .. 16 

885 Yarkand Short-toed Lark, Cclandrello dntrea longipennis (Eversmann) 19 

886 Rufous Short-toed Lark. CcZaeirfZZa rirwTfa datAur.mrtr (Sykes) .. 21 

887 Karakoram or Hume’s Short-toed Lark, Celcndrella aeuiirestris 

ccutirostris Hume . - . , . . . . . . . . . . 23 

888 Tibet Short-toed Lark, CaZcndrrZZaccun*rorIrifriirta.ea Brooks.. .. 24 

888a Perrian Short-toed Lark, Catandrelta mfesetns persica (Sharpe) - . 25 

889 Indus Sand Lark, Cclanirtllc rental ciansi (Hume) . . . . . . 26 

890 Saurashtra Sand Lark, Cclendrtlla ri^lel IrirAnatarearrir.^' Vauric 

& Dharmakumarrinlxji . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 


891 Ganges Sand Lark, CaZondrrZZa reyfoZ rcyIaZ (Blyth) .. .. .. 27 

892 Eastern Calandra Lark, Melanocoijpha bimaeidcta torguata Blyth . . 29 

893 Ladakh Longbilled Calandra Lark, Melciworypha maxima holdereri 

Rcichenow . . . . . . . . . . . . , . , , 30 

894 Sikldm Longbilled Calandra Lark, Melanotorjpha maxima maxima 

BK-th 31 

895 Pamir Homed Lark, Eremophila alpestris albigula (Bonaparte) . . 33 

896 Longbilled Homed Lark, Eremophila alpestris longirostris (Moore) . . 34 

897 SikHm or EIwcs's Homed Lark, Eremophila alpestris elwesi (Blanford) 35 

898 Baluchistan Crested Lark, Galerida crisiata magrta Hume . . . . 37 

899 Indian Crested Lark, Galerida eristeta ehendoola (Franklin) . . . . 37 

900 Gilgit Crested X.ark, Galerida eristaia lyath Whistler . . . . 39 

901 Malabar Crested Lark, CflZmda maZeiertea (Scopoli) . . .. .. 39 

902 Deccan or Sykes’s Crested Lark, Galerida eSwa (Sykes) . . . . 40 

903 ^Ve3t Siberian Sk>*lark, Alauda arterais dulcieox Brooks . . . . 42 

903a Caucasian Skylarl^ Alauda arrwtr cantarella Bonaparte . . . . 43 

904 Turkestan Sniall Skylark, Alauda gulgula incorjpietta Se\’ertzov . . ' 44 

905 Kashmir Small Sk^'lark, Alauda gulgula lhamentm R. 5: A. Meinertz- 

bagen 44 

906 Tibetan Small Skylark, Alauda gulgula inoptraia Bianchi . . . . 45 

907 Indian Small Skylark, Alauda gu/gaZa gulgula Franklin . . , . 46 

908 Nilgiri Small Skylark, Alauda gulgula australis Brooks . . . . 47 

909 Yunnan Small Skylark, Alauda g^gula cem^ MayT . , . . 48 

Family hirundinidae: Swallovs-s 

910 Siberian Collared Sand Martin, Riperia riparia dUuta (Sharpe 6c 

\Vyait) 49 
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911 Eastern Collared Sand Martin, iZifanfl nj^cna ytmae (LOtmberg) .. '> 

912 Indi^ Grc>’tliroated Sand Martin, Ripana paludinla ehinsnsii 

^ (J.E.Gray) 

913 Crag Martin, Scopoli .. 

n!e Crag Alartin, iiinmdo eoneoloT coneolor Sykes . . 

915 Ealc Crag Martin, //jrumio oisolf /a (Hume) .. 

916 Western Sivallo^, mr/ica mf/tVa Linnaeus 

917 Eastern Swallow, Hinawfo nwfira gutfura/ii Scopoli .. 

919 Chestnutbcllicd Swallow, Hirvndo rustUa tjrlleri ^erdon. . . 

920 ■ . ■ ■ ' . * 

■ ■ ■ ■ ens" 

922 Indian Cliff Swallo>v, Hinmdo Jiuvicola Blj’th . . . , . . 

923 Daunan Striated or Redrumped Swallow, Hirwido duaica dauriea 

Linnaeus , . . . ' . . 

924 European Striated or Redrumped Swallow, Hirundo dauricn rufula 

Tcmminck 

925 Himalayan Striated or Redrumped Swallow, Hinmdo doxaxca 

nxpalmiis Hodgson 

926 Japanese Striated or Redrumped Swallow, Hirvndo datirieajaAanica 

Tcmminck & Schlegcl 

927 Indian Striated or Redrumped Si^'alloiv', Hinmdo dauriea oiythrofy’gia 

Sykes 

928 Ceylon Striated or Redrumped Swallow, Hinmdo dauriea hyberythra 

Blyth .. .. 

929 Chinese Striated or Redrumped Swallow, Hirmdo stiiolala marri 

Hall .. .. ; .. 

930 European House Martin, DeUchon urbica urhica (Linnaeus) . . 

931 Kashmir House Martin, DelUhon urbiea easkmeriensis (Gould) 

932 Nepal House Martin, Dr/iVAonni^a/mrijni^fllrTuii Moore 

Family laniidae: Shrikes or ‘Bhtchcr Birds* 

933 Indian Grey Shrike, Lanitu exetibitor lahtora (Sykes) . . 

934 Baluchistan Grey Shrike, Lanius exeubitor pallidirostris Cassin 

935 Persian Grey Shrike, -Z-amtu exeubiior auckeri Bonaparte 

936 Turkestan Grey Shrike, Lanius exeubiior homtyeri Cabanis 

937 Lesser Grc>' Shrike, Lanius minor Gmelin 

938 Chestnutrumped Shrike, Lanius eollurioides Lesson 

939 Baluchistari Baybacked Shrike, Lanius vittatus nargianus Vauric 

940 Indian Baybacked Shrike, Lanius tnttatus vittatus Valenciennes 

941 Redbacked Shrike, Lanius eoUierio coUurio Linnaeus 

942 Rufous Shrike, Lanitu cellurio pkoenicuroides (Schalo^v) 

943 Pale Brown Shrike, Lanius eoUurio xsahellimu Hcmprich & Ehrenbcrg. . 

944 Ladakh Grcybacked Shrike, Lanius tephronotus lahulensis Koclz 

945 Eastern Tibet Greybacked Shrike, Lanitu tephronotus tephronotus 

(\ngOTs) .. 

946 Rufousbacked Shrike, Lanius schach eiythronohu (Vigors) 

947 South Indian Gre>*backed Shrike, Lanius sekaeh caniceps Blyth 

948 Blackhcadcd Shrike, iaaiiu jcAoe/i trifo/er (Hodgson). . .. .. 

949 Brown Shrike, Lanius crislaitu eristatus Linnaeus 

950 Philippine Shrike, Lanius eristatus ludonensis Linnaeus 

951 Eastern Woodchat Shrike, Xaniuj JCTWfeir fli/fllinif (Bonaparte) 

Family orxolidae: Orioles 

952 European Golden Oriole, Oriolus oriolus oriolus (Lannaeus) . . 

953 Indian Golden Oriole, Oriolus oriolus kundoo Sykes 

954 Eastern Blacknaped Oriole, Oriolus ehinensis diffusus Sharpe 

955 Slenderbilled Blacknaped Oriole, Oriolus ehinensis tenuxrostris Blyth 

956 Andaman Blacknaped Oriole, Oriolxu ehinensis andamanenstsTydav , . 

957 Nicobar Blacknaped Oriole, Oriolus ehinensis maerotnvs Blyth 

958 North Indian Blackheaded Oriole, Oriolus xemthomxu xanthomut 

(Ltnnaem) ^ 

959 South Indian filackheaded Oriole, Oriolus xanthemus maderaspatanxu 

Franklin / 

960 Ceylon Blackheaded Oriole, Oriotxu xantkomxu e^lonensis Bonaparte 
960a Andaman Blackheaded Oriole, Oriolus xanthomus andamanensis ' 

^ Abdulali footnote 

961 Indian Maroon Oriole, Oriolus traillii ireiUii (Vigors) 

Family dxcruridae: Drongos 

962 North Indian Black Drongo or I^g Crow, Dierxtrus adsimilis albirietus 

(Hodgson) 

963 South Indian Black Drongo or King Crow, Dierxaus adsimilis macro- 

eercus Vieillot 

964 GcyIonBIackDrongoorKingCrow,i?icmnir<MljtmrVtrmirwrBIyth .. 

965 In^an Grey Drongo, Dierurxu leueophaexu longicaudatus Hay . . 

966 Assam Grey Drongo, Dierurus leucopkaeus hopwoodi Baker . . 

966a Whitcchecked Grey Drongo, Dienmu lexuophaexu salangensis Rcichc- 
now 

967 Indian WhitcbelUcd Drongo, Dicrxmu caeruleseens camdescens 

(Linnaeus) . . 

968 Ceylon WhitcbelUcd Drongo, Dierurus caeruleseens insvlaris (Sharpe) 

969 Ceylon Whitevented Drongo, Dierurxu caeruleseens letuopygialis Blyth 

970 Crowbillcd Drongo, Dierxnvs anneetans (Hodgson) 

971 Bronzed Drongo, D/mmu flOimr ernrur VicUiot 

972 Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo, Dicrxmu remifer tectirosiris (Hodgson) . . 

973 Haircrcsted or Spangled ^ongo, Dierurus hotlenloUxu hottentottxu 

(Linnaexis) . . 

974 Large Andaman Drongo, Dierxmu andamanensis dicruri/ormis (Hume) 

975 Small Andaman Drongo, Dierurxu andamanensis andamanensis Tytler. . 

976 Northern Large Racket-tailed. Drongo, Dienmu paradisexu gjandis 

(Gould) 

977 Southern Large Racket-tailed Drongo, Dierxmu paradisexu paradisexu 

(Linnaeus) .. 

978 Ceylon Large Racket-tailed Drongo, Dienmu paradisexu c^loniexu 

Vaurie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 

979 Ceylon Crested Black Drongo, Dicrxaxu paradisexu lophorhinus 

Vieillot . . . . . . . . . . .... . . 

980 Andaman Racket-tailed Drongo, Dicrxmu paradisexu otiosxa (Rich- 

mond) 

981 Nicobar Racket-tailed Drongo, Dienmu paradueus nteobariensis 

(Baker) 

F amil y ARTAMtDAE : Swallow-Shrikcs Of Wood Swallows 

982 Ashy Swallow-Shrike, Artarmu fxuexu ViciUot 

983 Whitehreasted Swallow-Shrike, Artarmu lexuorhynchtu humei Strese- 

mann 


51 

51 

53 

55 

56 

57 
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60 
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66 
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72 
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145 


Family sturnidae: Starlings, M>'nas 

984 Spottedwinged Stare, Saroglossa spnhpiera (Vigon) 

985 Tipperah Glossy Stare, Adorns parxe^eixds efinis (Blyth) . . 1 ] 

986 Andaman Glossy Stare, Aplonis panayensis ^deri (Hume) . , , . 

987 e. . • ’« •■(GmcUn) 

988 y. . - “ ■ .'don) .. 

989 jerdon) 

990 Andaman Vvniieiic^aeu hlyua, oiwnia etyunopygixu andamanetx^ 

(Tytler) 

991 Nicobar Whitchcaded Myna, Stumus eiythropygius exythropvgius 

(Blyth) 

'992 , Kattial Whitdieaded My-na, Stumxu eiythropygxus katehalenks (Rich- 
mond) . . . . . . . . . . . . . ^ 

993 Ceylon \^^teheaded Myna, Sttmms senex (Bonaparte) . . 

994 Blackheadcd or Brahminy Myna, Stumus pagodarxax (Gmelin) 

995 Daurian Myna, Stumus stuminxu (Pallas) 

996 Rosy Starling or Riisy Pastor, Stumus tosexu (Linnaeus) 

997 Finsch’s or Cotnmon Indian Starling, Stumxu vulgaris poltaratshi 

Finsch 


993 ■ * ••'•■-Hume .. 

999 " ■ • tus Sharpe 

1000 - 

1001 N - 

1002 Indian Pied Myna, cofitm r<m/ra Linnaeus 

1003 Eastern Pied hlyna, Stumus contra sordidxu Ripley 

1004 Burmese Pied hlyna, Stumus contra supereiHaris (Blyth) 

1005 Chinese or Greybacked Myna, Sturniu sinensis (Gmelin) 

1006 I " '' \ 

1007 ( - •' ■ ■ . 

1008 ]»-■.. 

1009 Northern Jungle Myna, Acridotheres Jusexu fusexu ( Wagler) . . 

1010 ' -•J -t.-.. .ft L-.,.-.;, 

1011 

1012 * 

1013 • ' ■ ' ■ ‘ -n 

1014 Goldcrested Myna, Mino eoronatiu (Blyth) 

1015 Northern Hill Myna, Graeula religxosa intermedia A. Hay 

1016 Southern Hill Myna, Crflfula friigww tniiVc (Cuvier) . . 

1017 Eastern Hill Myna, Graeula religiosa peninsvlarisVihudeT & Kinnear 

1018 Andaman Hill Myna, Graeula religiosa andamanensis (Beavan) 

1019 Ceylon Hill Myna, Graeula pHlogenys Blyth , , 


Family corvidae; Crows, Magpies, Jays, etc. 

1020 West Himalayan Rcdcrowned Jay, Garrxdiu glandorixu bispecxdarxs 

Vigors .. .. ... 

1021 East Himalayan Rcdcrowned Jay, Garruliu glandarius intersdnetas 

Hartcrt 

1022 Blackthroated Jay, Garmlus lanceolatus Vigors 

1023 Green Magpie, Cissa ehinensis ehinensis (B^dacrt) 

1024 Ceylon Blue KfagpJe, Cissa omata (Wagler) 

1025 Western Yellowbilled Blue Magpie, Cissa Jlavirostris exieullata (Gould) 

1026 Eastern Yellowbilled Blue Magpie, Cissa Jlavirostris Jlavirostris (Blyth) 

1027 Himalayan Redbilled Blue Magpie, Ossa erythrorhyncha ocdpitalis 

(Bl}'th) .. 

1028 Burmese Redbilled Blue Magpie, Cissa eiythrorhyneha ntagnirostris 

(Blyth) 

1029 Kashmir or ^Vhiterumped Magpie, Bonaparte .. 

1030 Tibet or Blackrumped Magpie, Idea pica bottatynsU Dclcssert 
1030a Northwestern Tree Pie, Dendroeitta vagabunda bristoli Paynter 

1031 Western Tree Pic, Dendroeitta vagabunda pdlltda (Blyth) ' .. 

1032 Northeastern Tree Pie, Dendroeitta vogabu^a vagabtaida (Latham) . . 

1033 Ke^a Tree Pie, Dendroeitta vagabunda parvula \Vhistler & Kinnear 

1034 Southeastern Tree Pie, Dendroeitta vagabunda rmujri IVhistler & 

Kinnear » . * . • 

1035 Blackbrowed Tree Pic, Dendroeitta frontalis frontalis Horsfield . . 

1036 V^tebdli^ Tree Pie, Deniroritta /fttfogarfre Gould ^ .. 

1037 IVest Him^ayan Tree Pie, Dendroeitta formosat oeeidenlalis Ticchunt 
1038, 1039 East Himal^yin Tree Pie, Dendroeitta formosae himaUryenns 

Blyth ■ 

1040 Andaman Tree Pie, Dendroeitta bayhyi Tytler 

1041 Hume’s Ground Chough, Podoees humilis Hume 

1042 Larger-spotted Nutcracker, Jfueifraga eaxyoeataetes multipxmetata 

Gould . . . . . . . . • • : • . ’ ' 

1043 Himalayan Nutcracker, JLucifraga caryocataetes kemispila Vigors 

1044 Yunnan Nutcracker, Jiueifraga caryocataetes maeetla Thayer & Bangs 

1045 Himalayan Yellowbilled . or Alpine Chough, lyrrhocorax graexdtu 

digitatus Hemprich Sc Ehrenbcrg 

1046 West Himalayan Redbilled Chough, Pyrrhoeorax pyrrhocorax eentralis 

Stresemann .. .. .. •• •• •• •* 

1047 East Himalayan Redbilled Chough, Pyrrhoeorax pyrrhoeorax hxm- 

alayantu (Gould) 

1048 Sind House Crow, Cbmu splendens tugrrxayeri Laubmann 

1049 Indian House Crow, Corvus splenderxs splendens Vieillot 

1050 Ceylon House Crow, Corxnu splenderxs protegatus Madarte . . 

1051 Maldivc House Crow, Corvus splendw malediincxis Rcichcnow 

1052 Rook, CoTVtu frugilegiu frugilegxu Linnaeus 

.1053 Jackdaw, Corvxu rrxoneduta monedida Linnaeus . . • ■ • • 

1054 Himalayan Jimglc Crow, Corrw wtronrc/iur Adams 

1055 Eastern Juiigla Crow, Corvxu maerorhynchos levaillantii Lesson y 

1056 Tibetan Jungle Crow, Corvxu macrorhyrxehos tibetosinensis Kleinschmidt 

& Weigold . . . . . . . . • • j • 

1057 Indian Jungle Crow, Ottmu macrorA>t:rAorfa/77n'mi/uJ Sykes .. 

1058 Eastern Carrion Crow, Cortw corone orientalis Eversmaim . . 

1058a Eastern Ho<xled Crow, Corvxu corone sharpni Oates 

1059 Punjab Raven, Corvxu eorax subcorax Severtzov 

1060 Tibet Raven, Corvxu eorax txbelanus Hodgson 

1061 Brown-necked Raven, Corvxu eorax rujieollis Lesson 


147 

149 

150 
152 

154 

155 

156 

157 

158 

159 

160 
162 
163 

166 

168 

169 

170 
170 
172 
175 

175 

176 

177 
180 
181 
183 
185 
185 
187 
183 
189 
191 

194 

195 

196 

197 


199 

201 

202 

204 

205 

207 

208 

209 

212 

213 


220 

221 

222 

223 

225 

226 
228 
229 

231 

233 

235 

236 
239 

241 

243 

244 

246 

247 

248 
250 
252 
254 

256 

256 

259 

260 
262 

264 

265 


Family boubycillidae 

Subfamily dombycillinae : Waxwings 

1062 Waxwing, Bombyexlla garrulus garrulus (Linnaeus) 

Subfamily hypocoliinae : Hypocolius 

1063 Grey Hypocolius or Shrike-Bulbul, Hypecolixu ampeltnus Bonaparte 


VOLUME 6 


Order Passeriformes (coat) 

Family campephaoidae ; Cuckoo-Shrikes and Minivets 

1064 Brownbacked Pied Flycatcher-Shrike, Hemipxu pieatus capntalis (Hors- 

field) 

1065 Blackbacked Pied Flycatcher-Shrike, Hemipus pieatus pieatus (Sykes) 

1066 Ceylon Pied Flycatcher-Shrike, Hemipxu pieatxu leggei \Vhistler 

1067 Nc^ 'Wood Shrike, Tephrodomis gdaris pelvica (Hodgson) . . 

1068 Malabar Wood Shrike, Tephrodomis gulam jyZncof jJerdon 

1069 Sind Wood Shrike, Tephrodomis pondieerianus pallidas Ticehurst . . 

1070 Indian Wood Shrike, Tephrodomis pondieerianus pondiurioTtus (Gmelin) 

1071 Ceylon IVbod Shrike, Tephrodomis pondieerianus e^njs Blyth 

1072 Lidian Large Cucko^hrike, Coraeina navcehollandiae macei (Lesson) 

1073 Himalayan Large Cuckoo-Shrike, Coraeina noveehoUandiae nipclensix 

(H^gson) 
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1074 Ceylon Large Cuckoo-Shrike, Coraeina twvaehollandice l^ardi (Blylh) 

1075 Andaman Large Cuckoo-Shrike, Coraeina rxovaehollandiae andemana 

(Neumann) 

1076 Banw Cuckoo-Shrike, Coraeina striata dobsonx (Ball) . . • • 

1077 Dark Grey Cuckoo-Sh^c, Coraeina melasehistos melaschistos (Hodgson) 

1078 Himalayan Blackheaded Cuckoo-Shrike, Coraeina melenoptera mela- 

(Ruppell) ^ *• •• ,**. 

1079 Peninsular Blatihcaded Cuckoo-Shrike, Coraeina meumoptera syxtsr 

(Strickland) *• 

1079a Nicobar Pied Cuckoo-Shrike, Coraeina nigra doiisemi (KJoss) ^ . • 

1080 North Indian Scarlet hfinivet, Perieroeotus famnuru speaosxu 

10S(b Andamm Scarlet Minivet, Pemnattiifiimmm Sana 

1081 Penmaular Indian Scarlet (or Orange) Minivet, Ptriinatu parmita 

Jtemmem (Footer) . . . . . • • * • • * ' ' * 
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1082 Burmese Scarlet Minivet, Perieroecku fjsixneus fralercalas SwinKoe .• 28 

1083 East Indian Scarlet Mu^vet, Pmnwofuj fianmeus stndn tbn Whistler 

& Kinnear *. , . , . 29 

1084 Shortbilled Minivet, Pmerveotas brezvostris hm imb is (Vigors) . , 30 

1085 "West Himalayan Longtailed Minivet, Paiencctus ethologus fesiUeseus 

Bangs & Phillips 32 

1086 East Himala^’an LoagtaBed Minivet, Pmcrocoto eihologus laebis hlayr 34 

1037 Nagaland Longt^ed Minivet, Peri^ocota elhalogus Tr-erics Ripley . . 35 

1088 Ydlovrthroated Minivet, Pcrierocotas Solaris Solaris Blyth . . . . * 36 

1089 Rosy Minivet, Penaroatss roseas rosns (Vicillot) 37 

Alhy'N^n^^^ Pmerrynfcit ifir/TTJrntnr /Srarfr/jhrT .. ,, 39 

1090 Sin d S giall Pfri/menbis M nj um m m t p/iIItArii RaVrr .. 40 

1091 Nordiem Small Minivet, Pnierocotus danarnormus peregrirsu (linnaeu^) 41 

1093 Southern Small Minivet, Pmcncotus c im a moms as cima s ra m fus 

(Linnaeus) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 

1094 Ma la ba r S m a l l Mini vet, Penerocobts c ima mo me us malciarKUs (Gmdin) 43 

1095, 1092 Eastern Small Minivet, Pmbwotex cKnffiTsonfax ctrt^ Balter 44 

1096 Whiteb^ed Minivet, Pmcroeobis eijihro^gms er^thrt^gais (jerdon) 45 

Family irenidaz: Fairy Bluebirds, loras. Leaf Birds 

1097 Northwestern lora, Asgilh^ tipMa sepsentrianalis Koelz .. .. 48 

1093 Common lora, AigitMna tipfaa tipfda (Linnaeus) . . . . . . 49 

1099 rVmtral Indian Tnra, Atnlfnrjs tipMa himA BaV ^ .. 50 

1 100 Peninsular Indian 'lora, Asgiikir^ Hpifda dcigriera Hall . . . . 52 

1101 Ceyloa lora, ArgilMna tiphia vsdtuolor (Gmelin) ' 53 

1102 Marshall's lora, AsgitMr^ ragrolaita (Marshall) .. .. 53 

1 103 Northern Goldfronted ChloropM, OUoropsis earifrons csrifrmx (Tem- 

minck) 55 

1104 Southern Gold&onted Ch loropsis, ehlaropsisa a ri fr ons fnmialis (P d zd n ) 57 

1 105 Ceylon Goldfinnted Chloropsa, Chloropsis asrifioos insolans IVhistier 

& Kinnear . . . . . . . . . . 58 

1106 Orangebellied Chloropsis, Oiloropsis ksr&eidli hardsnetis J&xdme &. 

Sdby 59 

1107 Jerdon’s Chloropsis, CSlcrrp^nreocftiftfiHrwTWjCT’diTra (Blyth) . . .. 60 

1 103 Goldmantled Chloropsis, Chloropsis cocfdndmensis eoc^-efannuis (Gms- 

Hn) • 62 

1109, 1110 Fairy Blu^ird, Irena poeUa pnulla (Ladiam) 63 

Family pycnonotidae: Bulbuls 

nil Finchbilled Bulbul, Spizixos ean if hns eerdfrons Blyth « . ■■ •« 66 

1112 Blackheaded Bulbul, Pjcnonotiis ctrieeps atrieeps (Temmlnck) . . 68 

1113 Andaman Blacldiead^ Bulbul, Pjcnortobis etriaps fiueojlausetns 

(Hume) .. .. .. ... 70 

1114 Greyheaded Bulbul, .PyCTWMto (Jerdon) .. .. 70 

1115 Blackcrcsted Ydlow Bulbul, Pyowrtflfcu rwWartmu/artKTi^ (Tickdl) 72 

1116 Rub>throated Yellow Bulbul, Fj'cnaBottr guZaru ((^uld) 73 

1117 Blackcapped Ydlow Bulbul, P^cnonobts melardeients melardciems (Gme- 

lin) 74 

1118 Kumaon Redwhiskered Bulbul, Pyenanobts joeostts pjprkotss (Bona- 

parte) ' , - 75 

1119 Rajasthan Redwhiskered Bulbul, Pjatonotusjocosas ebuensis (Whistler) 76 

1120 Southern Redwhiskered Bulbul, P^jonabajocosus Jvseieaodabis (Gould) 77 

1121 Bengal Redwhiskered Bulbul, Pjenonotus jocosos emeria (Linnaeus) 79 

1121a AssamRcdwhiskeredBulbul,.PTc«rMtaJoauxtrr»nf£»la(McCldIand) 80 

1122 An daman T^fdw hMk grgd Bidhul^ Pyfnonalitt joeams tefanlm Dftg nan 80 

1123 \Vhito-eared Bullnil, PycTWwIai £««/« (Gotild) .. ». 81 

1124 Home's \Vhite-cared Bulbul, PpmaRfltu Incager^s harm (Oates) , , 83 

1125 ^Vhiteciecked Bulbul, (Gray) .. 83 

1126 Punjab Redveated Bulbul, Pycraratbis cefer iniermedau Blyth •• 85 

1127 Cental Indian Redveated Bulbul, PTOWrtstotfa/rrAama^'Deignan 86 

1128 Redventod Bulbul, Pjensnotss eqfer c^er (Unnaeus) 87 

U29 Ceylon Rodvented Bulbul, Pjenonobts et^er hamorrhoosus (Gmelin) 89 

1130 Onssa Redveated Bulbul, Pyenoratus eafer teebnorei Ddgnan . • M 

1131 Bengal Redveated Bulbtd, aa/ir Blyth •« 90 

1132 Burmese Redveated Bulbul, PycRaftoiiix <ar<T rtoiTardi I)dgaaa .. 91 

1133 Striated Green Bulbul, Pyenanahu xtriaftu rtnafttx (Blyth) .. •• 92 

1134 Mhhmi Striated Green Bulbul, Pycnonobu striabu erebu Ripley • • 94 

1 135 Y^owthroated Bulbul, fyenonobu xaniholaemus Qerdoa) . . • • * 94 

1136 Ydlo w-cared Bulbul, ^yenanobis pensdllabis Blyth 95 

1137 Blyth's BulbuL Pycnarafcu,,^£o««njji!c«cfru Blj'th .. .. •• 96 

1138 \Vhitcbrowcd Bulbtil, Pycnanatiu /uJfoleu /idaalai (Lesson) .. .. 98 

1139 Ceylon Wiutebro^s'cd Bulbul, i^rerwnafcu laieolus inivlae ‘Whistler & 

' Kinnear 99 

1140 \Vhitethroated Bulbul, (Gould) .. •• 100 

1141 Olive Bulbul, Hypsipdes riridesuns edeham^ (Dcignan) .. .. 102 

1 142 Nicobar Bulbul, HjpsipeUs nieobarienszs Moore 103 

1143 North Sahyadii "Ydlowbrowed Bulbul, Hjpsipetes in£ais xcimau 

(Striddand) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 104 

1144 Ydlowbrowed Bulbul, •• •• 105 

1145 Ceylon Ydlowbrowed Bidbul, Hypsipeies irMaa gaglielrrd (Ripley) 106 

1146 Rufombdlied Bulbul, Hypsi^les mcclellandi m ce l ell c r Ji Horsfidd 107 

1147 Browneared Bidbul, J?crc/w (Blyth) .. 108 

1 148 Himalayan Black Bulbul, HjpdpeUs madagasarrierms psaroxdes Vigors 1 10 

1149 South Indian Black Bulbul, Hjpsipetes madagcsccriensis ganseso. 

Sykes 112 

1150 Ceyloa Black Bulbul, Hjpsipetes madagascarierjis kmzi (IVlustlcx & 

Kinnear) 113 

1151 Atsnm Black Bulbul , madagasetaiensis ntgrefcmr Baker •« 114 


Famil y UUSCICAPZDAE 

Subfamily tzualixnae: Babblers 

1 152 Western Spotted Babbler, Pellormm^ rajieeps ponetetm (Gould) . . 115 

1153 Manddli's or Sikkim Spotted BabbLa*, Pellomevn rajieeps tnandellu 

Blanford .. 116 

1154 Ptmin^ilar Spfttttfl PfH/imrfrm rttjie^pt rtrju-i>pt Swainmn .. 117 

1155 Kerala Spotted Babbler, P^Zlanuam e&ccnon Jerdon .. 119 

1156 Assam Spotted Babbler, PdZCTTtrzen n{ji£r^ cAeTrvhen Dcignan .. 119 

1157 Mishmi Spotted Babbler, P^^OTTwen GodA^-in-Austea 120 

1158 T^khimptir Spnttftd BabhW, Pellnmrtrm nije*pf ripLji TVignan 120 

1159 Manipur Spotted Babbler, PfU^mAffn tecei^ Deignan .. 121 

1160 Marsh Spotted Babbler, Pellome am j S a l g r frr Gould .. .. .. 121 

1 i6I Browncapped Babbler, PeUonrJm jasacapUlan fassocepUiam (Biyth) 122 

1162 Pale Browncapped Babbler, PelloTTiron Juscocep^tnn hahadH ^Vdh) 123 

1163 Dusky Browncapped Babbler, Pclionw»njasa)«^illenic3rttihon Ripley 124 

1164 Assam Brown Babbler, Pellorrnan edhkentre clbietrJre (God>sTn-Atgtea) 125 

1165 Mishmi Brown Babbler, Pr/lcrsRnn cIHwafrr i^Twfcn Hume .. 126 

1166 Tickdl's Babbler, Tficftertojna ficjfcrZ/i cxtcmnirir (Sharpe) .. .. 126 

1167 Abbott’s Babbler, TficAnytora (Blyth) .. .. 127 

1168 ^ Vest Himalayan Slatyhcaded Sdmitar Babbler, PcmcloriaKis sddsti^ 

eeps levsogester Gould 130 

1169 Fart Hlma k t yan Slatyfaeaded S ca rmtar Babblw, PgrvU j r Atgg f seJnsd^ 

ceps sekisdeeps liod^n 131 

1170 hCshmi Slatyheaded Sami tar Babbler, PemsioHdnss seJdstieeps salirr}- 

cBi Ripley .. .. 132 

1171 Lakhimptir Slatyheaded Scimitar Babbler, PorresSoridsas sddsdeeps 

eijptsiLhas 'Hastat . , .. .. .. .. .. 133 

1172 Mount Abu Sdmitar Babbler, Posisjorhasis sekisdeeps ebsevna Hume 133 

1173 Deccan Sdmitar Babbler, PcjnsirrHew Sykes .. 134 

1174 F«-rala Rrjmitnr H3bbW,PgmrforftgMtJgKfA>^trgrg»a-Tg^ - ftT Ha rmg« 

ton .. .. .. 135 

1 175 Tamil Nadu Scimitar Babbler, Pottstoddsas scHrfieT^ tnaderespaSensis 

\Vhistler .. 136 

1176 nammft n O^^on Scimi t ar Babbler, PemaS^r k s s ss etMsdeeps kaldssrertM 

>Vhistler 136 

1177 Southern Ceylan Scimitar Babbler, Pematorfdnss sddsdeeps tndarss-as 

Blyth 137 


1178 Nepal Rufousnecked Scimitar Babbler, Potnaior kina s mJieoUis nJiaUis 

Hodgson .. .. .. 

1 179 Sikkim Rufoumedmd Scimitar Babbler, PomaSoridrsxs rof^Uis godeeird 

Kinnear .. .. .. .. .. .. 

1180 (^achar Rufousnedeed Sdmitar Babbler, ntfxoUis hektri 

Harington ' 

1181, 1182 Wert Himalayan Rustycheeked Scimitar Babbler, Pcffstorferrtgr 
eijlhrogerjs erjt hng erjs ^6go^s 

1183 SDddm Rustydic^^i Scimitar Babbler, PomaSorldnzs eij t ks o gerjs 

haringtord Baker 

1184 Assam Rmtythedced Scirntar Babbler, PomaSorldras eiythngerjs 

medeUerJs Godwin-Aosten . , 

1185 Large Scimitar Babbler, Pom ato r Hrnis kypoUscos fjpolracos (Blyth) .. 

1186 Sikinm CoralbOled Scimitar Babbler, PomaSorkvms ferruginosos fer- 

rupnosas Blyth 

1187 Assam Coralbilled Sdmitar Babbler, Pom^orhsrass ferrvpnosas for^ 

ntenzsKodz.. 

1188 Miro Coralbilled Sdmitar Babbler, Pomatarhdrras ,^Tn^ik3Jar pkqyrei 

^ 

1189 Mishmi LongbiHed Sdmitar Babbler, Poaustorfdrass ockreceiapis steno^ 

rkyndaa Godwin-Aurten 

1190 Manipur Lox^billed Scimitar Babbler, Pomeiorfdrsa ockraceieeps 

castad Hume 

1191 SleaderbiHed Sci m it ar Babbler, sapereiliaris sapertUieris 

Blyth .. .. 

1192 Assam Slenderbilled Sdmitar Babbler, SpT dr k j nekas saperesliais 

irtiexbis Ripley 

1193 LongbiUed Wren-Babbler, Pijaticr Blyth 

1194 Streaked Wren-Babbler, Jfapofkera brevia^ata stnata (Bly^) 

1 195 Austen’s Small ^V^en-Babbler, Hapotkera epdUpidota roberd (Godwin- 

Atirtca & \Valden) 

1196 Grant’s Wren-Babbler, Hapeihera epiUpidota gatiadeoUis (O^vie- 

Grant) 

1197 Western Solybrcasted ^V^cn-Babbler, PrMpyga clbioenier paUidior 

Kinnear 

1198 Eastern Scalybreasted ^V^cn-BabbIcr, Pnoejjga olbioenter albiventer 

(Hodgson) 

1199 Brown Wrcn-^bbler, Pnoepyga pusilla pasilla Hodgson 

1200 Tailai Wren-Babbler, Spdaeorrds caadabis (Blyth) 

1201 Mishmi ^Vren-Babbler, Spelaeotrds badeigu^sis Ripley 

,1202 Longtailed ^Vren-Babbler, Spelaeorrds longieaadabu (Nloorc) . . 

1203 Streaked Longtailed \Vren-^bbler, Spelaeorms ckocoladrazs ckoeoladrms 

(Godwin-Aiatcn fit Walden) 

1204 nVwT^ Hills Longtailed \Vrcn-Babbler, Spelaeonds ehocolatinas odesi 

(Rjppon) ... .. .. 

1205 Spotted Longtailed Wren-Babbler, 5/viefDT7:£f treglodytoides skerr^ 

Kinnear .. .. .. .. .. •• .. 

1206 Spotted Short-tailed Wren-Babbler, Spelaeorrds formosos (Walden) . . 

1207 Sikkim Wodgd)illed Wren, Sphenoeiekla ksenei ksnd (Manddll) 

1208 Cadiar ^Vedgebilled ^V^en, Sphenoetekla kanei ro&frtx God\^'in-Amten 

fit Walden .. .. .. .. .. 

1209 Assam Redfronted Babbler, Stackjris nijrfrms anbigaa (Harington) . . 

1210 Redheaded Babbler, S'tefAym Blyth .. .. .. 

1211 Bladcchinned Babbler, StacJjris fjnkops Blyth .. .. .. 

1212 Nepal Goldeaheaded Babbler, StaJjris ekrjscea chsjseea Blyth . . 

1213 Chin Hnis Goldenhcaded Babbler, Rippon 

1214 Bbekthroated Babbler, mgrttfJSf Blyth 

1215 hCshmi Blaclcthroated Babbler, mfTTCf^s een Ripley ,, 

1216 Assam Blatkthroated Babbler, «|T£cf^ Rjpicy 

1217 Nagaland Bbclcthroated Babbler, Harington 

1218 Austen’s Spotted Babbler, Sladvyris ogUi (Godwin-Austea) 

1219, 1220 Mount Abu \Vhitethroat« Babbler, Dansda hj peijtkra eitmsis 
Harington 

1221 ^Vhitcthpoated Babbler, Damfitfi clicgidflTU (Blyth) 

1222 Rtjfousbcllied Babbler, DtanedaJjpeijtkra fjpeijthse (Franklin) 

1223 Ccyioa \Vhitethroated Babbler, Dumeda fype^ikra pfdllipsi Whistler 

1224 Blackheaded Babbler, Rhopoeiehla eJrieeps etriaps Q^oa) . . . . 

1225 Kerala Bbckheaded Babbler, Rhopoeiehla etriaps hoasdUloni (Hume) 

1226 Ceylon Dry' Zone Blackheaded l^bblcr, Rhopodekla atriaps siuelas 

^V^ustlcr 

1227 Ceylon Wet Zone Blackhcadcd Babbler, Rkopodehla atrieeps trigTifroru 

(Blyth) 

1228 Ydlowbrearted Babbler, Meeronous gularis rubrieepiUa (TIckcJl) 

1229 Redcapped Babbler, Timalia pileaia bengclensis Godwin-Austea 

1230 Western Ydlow-cyed Babbler, Chjsomma sirmse hjpoleaeam (Frank- 

lin) .. 

1231 Ydlow-cyed Babbler, Chjsomrrus nntnu sinense (Gmelin) 

1232 Ceyloa Ydlow-cycd Babbler, Cktjsomma sinerue nasejis (Legge) 

1233 Sind Babbler, Chjsoiruna eJdrosire scindiaan (Harington) 

1234 Hume’s Babbler, Chrjsomma aldrostre griseigdais (Htime) . . 

1235 Bearded Tit-Babbler or Rcedling, Pawas biasrrdeas nusiais (Brehm) 

1236 Great ParrotbiU, CeROJtcma cfr79<&x0n Hodgson 

1237 Brown Parrotbill, Fflrfldffxpmts urtirofer (H^g»a) 

1238 Fulvousfronted Parrotbill, Fcrflibxcm£rJahT/ronjJ«fc(/ranj (Hodgson) 

1239 Tibetan FulTOtJsfronted Parrotbill, Peradoxorras jidoifrens ekejalensis 

(Kinnear) 

1239a Garhwal Parrotbill, Peradoxorrds rdpalensis garkwelensis Fleming & 
Traylor . . . . 

1240 Ashy-cared Parrotbill, Peredsxorrds rdpHerms rdpalensis (Hodgson) . . 

1241 BlacHronted Panolbill, Pasadoxorrds rdpalensis harni (Sharpe) 

1242 Blyth’s or Assam Orange Parrotbill, Peradoxor^ idpcJensis polieds 

(Blyth) .. 

1243 Tibetan Small ParrotbiU, Peradoxorrds rdpalensis croeotias Kinnear . . 

1244 Mizo HUb Parrotbill, Pasadoxorrds rdpalensis patrieice Kodz . . 

1245 Lcser Redheaded Parrotbill, Peredaxorrds eSrosapereiUoTis oatesi 

(Sharpe) 

1246 Blackbrowed Parrotbill, Perado xo rr d s ctsosapereiliaris etrosapercilieris 

(Godv^in-Auslen) .. 

1247 Greater Redheaded Parrotbill, Pasado xo rr ds rujiaps rafeeps Blyth . . 

1248 Assam Redheaded Parrotbill, Pasadoxends rajaps hekeri (Hartcrt) . . 

1249 Greyheaded Parrotbill, Peradoxorrds galcris gaZem Gray 

IZ50 Assam Greyheaded X^urotbili, Pesa^xorrns gitibm trensjhriclis 
(Hartert) .. 

1251 Gould’s or Bladuhroated Parrotbill, PeTedoxondsJiarirostTisJleeirestris 

Gould 

1252 \Vhit Kihm atwi PazTOtbill, PerodoxcTjds gu t ia tie e U i s David 

1253 Afghan Babbler, Tvsdoides ceadatas kattm (Blyth) 

1254 Common Babbler, TerdoHes eeadnbis etrsdahts (Dumont) 

1255 Western Striated Babbler, Turdoides earlei sordeias (Kodz) . . 

1256 Striated Babbler, Terdoi^ earlei earlei (Blyth) 

1257 Sleadcrbilled Babbler, Tterdoides longirosiris (Hodgson) . . . . ' 

1258 Large Grey Babbler, Terdeides rzalalod (Sykes) 

1259 Rxifoia Babbler, Tardsidcf isArs/uj mAnr/iix (Jerdon) 

1260 Kerala Rufous Babbler, Tardeddes TsbrjjTU kj perjt h ras (Sharpe) 

1261 Sind Jua^e Babbler* ’Tardaides striatas shaharas (Hc^uirt) 

1262 Pcaimularjun^ Babbler, Turijidtf rtritffas cfirUshs (Jerdon) 

1263 Bombay Jungle Babbler, ’Tvsdeddis striatas semervUlei (Sykes) 

1264 Klalabar Jungle Babbler, 7crdnd»r£rifiius r:eZeAenhu Qerdon) 

1264a Orissa Jungle Babbler, Jerdon 

1265 Bengal Jungle Babbler, Terdeides striatas striatas (Dumont) 

1266 Ceyloa Ru&ms Babbler, Terdeddes rr^eseens (Blyth) . . 

1267 'Whitdicaded Babbler, Tvsdoides e^is eSrrds (Jerdon) 

1268 Ceylon ^Vhitcheaded Babbler, Tvsdoides crisis te^hsrss Ripley . . 

1269 Spiny Babbler, Tvsdoides rdpalensis (Hodgson) 

12K) Chinese Rabax, Se5sz leneeolatas V30o£ Finn 

1271 Giant Babax, Bdbax toaddeUd recddelli Drecer .. * 
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Order Passeriformes (cent.) 

Family muscicapidae (cont.) 

Subfamily timaeiinae- : Babblers (cont.) 

1272 Ashyheaded Laughing Thrush, Gcrmfax Blyth .. 

1273 Western Whitethroatcd Laughing Thrush, Garrulax albogularu 

whisiUri Baker 

1274 Eastern Whitethroatcd Laughing Thrxish, Garrulax albogularis 

albogularis (Gould) 

1275 Necklaced Laughing Thrush, Garrulax ‘ moniUger moniUger 

. (Hodgson) . . 

1276 Mishmi Necklaced Laughing Thrush, Garrulax moniUger hadius 

Ripley 

1277 Nepal Kackgorgeted Laughing Thrush, Garrulax beeioralu Peetoralis 

(Gould) 

1278 Assam Blackgorgetcd Laughing Thrush, Ganulax peetoralis melanotis 
' Blyth 

1279 Western Striated Laughing Thrush, Garrulax striatus strxatus (Vigors) 

1280 Nepal Striated Laughing Thrush, Gamdax j/ria/tti Ripley 

1281 Sikkim Striated Laughing Thrush, Garrulax striatus siHimensis 

(Ticchurst) 

1282 Assam Striated I-aughing Thrush, Garrulax striatus cranbrooki 

(Kinnear) 

1283 Himdayan Whitecrcsted Laughing Thrush, Garrulax leucolophus 

leueolopkus (Hardwickc) 

1284 Assam Whitecrcsted Laughing Thrush, Garrulax leucolophus patkaicus 

Rcichenow 

1285 tlhestnutbacked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax ehinensis nuchalis 

Godwin-Austen 

1286 Ycllowthroatcd Laughing Thrush, Garrulax galbanus galbanus 

Godwin-Austea .. .. .. .. .. 

1287 Wynaad Laughing Thrush, Garrulax deUsserti deUsserti (jerdon) . . 

1288 Ycllowbreast^ Laughing Thrush, Garrulax deUsserti gularis 

(McClelland) 

1289 Western Variegated Laughing Thrush, Garrulax cariegatus similis 

(Hume) * 

1290 Eastern Variegated Laughing Thrush, Garrulax variegatus variegatus 

(Vigors) 

1291 Ashy Laughing Thrush, Garrulax cineraceus ciruraceus (Godwin- Austen) 
1292, 1293 Western Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush, Garrulax rufo- 

gularis occidentalis (Hartert) 

1294 Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush, Garrulax rufogularis rufoguloris 

(Gould) 

1295 Khasi Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush, Garrulax rufogularis ruf- 

tinetus (Kodz) 

1295a Burmese Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush, Garrulax rufogularis 
rufiberbis (Koelz) 

1 296 Assam Rufouschirunw Laughing Thrush, Garrulax rufogularis assamen- 

sis (Hartert) 

1297 Giant laughing Thrush, Garrulax maximus (Verreaux) 

1298 Garhwal V^itespotted Laughing Thrush, Garrulax oeellatus griseieauda 

Koelz 

1299 Whitespotted Laughing Thrush, Garrulax oeellatus oeellatus (Vigors) 

1 300 Himalayan Greysided Laughing Thrush, Garrulax caerulatus caenilatus 

(Hodgson) 

1301 Khasi Hills Greysided Laughing Thrush, Garrulax caerulatus sub- 

caerulatus Hwnt .. .. 

1302 Nagaland Greysided Laughing Thrush, Garrulax caerulatus living- 

stoni Ripley 

1303 Rufousnecked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax ruficollis (Jardine & Selby) 

1304 Assam Sprattedbreasted Laughing Thrush, Garrulax merulinus meru- 

linus Blyth 

1305 Manipur Spottedbreasted Laughing Thrush, Garrulax merulinus 

toxostominus (Koelz) . . . . . . . . . . 

1306 Whitehrowed Laughing Thrush, Garrulax sannio albosuperciliaris 

Godmn-Austen 

1307, 1308 Nilgiri Laughing Thrush, Garrulax caehinnans (Jerdon) 

1309 Goorg Whitebreasted Laughing Thrush, Garrulax jerdonijerdoni Blyth 

1310 Kerala Laughing Thrush, Garrulax jerdoni fairbanki (Blanford) 

1311 ' South Kerala Laughing Thrush, Gflrn/l'axjW< 7 nimrrirfwmiZr (Blanford) 

1312 Baluchistan Streaked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax lineatus bilkevitchi 

(Zarudny) . . 

1313 Gilgit Streaked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax lineatus gilgit (Hartert) 

1314 Simla Streaked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax lineatus lineatus (Vigors) 

1315 Nepal Streaked Laughing Thrush, Garrulax lineatus setafor (Hodgson) 

1316 Bhutan Streaked laughing Thrush, Garrulax lineatus imhricatus 

1317 Manipur Streaked laughing Thrush, Garrulax virgatus (Godwin- 

Austen) 

1318 Browncapped Laughing Thrush, Garrulax austeni austeni (Godwin- 

Austen) . . . . 

1319 Bluewingcd Laughing Thrush, Garrulax sgUamatus (Gould) 

1320 Plaincoloured laughing Thrush, Garrulax subuntcolor subsmieolor 

(Blyth) 

1 32 1 Prince Hci^s Laughing Thrush, Garrulax henrici (Oustalct) 

1322 Western Blackfaced Laughing Thrush, Garrulax aforns affinis Blyth . . 

1323 Eastern Blackfaced Laughing Thrush, Garrulax affinis bethelae Rand 

& Fleming . . . . * 

1324 Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Gamdax eiytkrocepkalus eiythrocepkalus 

(Vigors) “ 

1325 Nepal Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax eiythrocepkalus kali 

Vaurie 

1326 Sikkim Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythroeephalus 

rdgrimentus (Oates) 

1327 NEFA Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythroeephalus im- 

pTudens Ripley , 

1328 Khasi Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythroeephalus chiy- 

sopterus (Gould) 

1329 Nagalimd Redheaded Laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythroeephalus 

godwini (Harington) . . . . . • . 

1330 Manipur Redheaded laughing Thrush, Garrulax erythroeephalus 

eiylhrolaema (Hume) • . 

1331 Himalayan Crimsonwinged laughing Thrush, Garrulax phoeruecus 

phoeniceus (Gould) 

1332 Assam Crimsonwing^ I^aughing Thrush, Garrulax phoertieeus bakeri 

(Hartert) ^ 

1333 Himalayan Silvercared Mcaia, Leiothrix argenUsuris argentauris 

(Hodgson) ■ 

1333a Assam Silvercared Mcaia, Leiothrix argentauris aureigularis (Koelz) . , 

1334 Burmese Silvercared Mesia, argentauris cemey i (Mayr & 

Greenway) .. .. .. .. .. • • •• *• 

1335 Western Rcdbilled Leiothrix, Leiothrix lutea kumaiensis Whistler , . 
1336, 1337 Eastern Redbilled Leiothrix, XrieiArir/u/rara/ift 7 f a (Hodgson) 

1338 Firctailcd Myzomis, ATreerntr Blyth 

1339 Nepal Cutia, Cuft'a nz^airuu Hodgson 

1340 Rufousbellicd Shrike^Babblcr, «/»«««• Blyth 

1341 Redwinged Shrike-Babbler, PUrvAius Jlaviscapis validirostris Koelz. ., 

1342 Western Green Shrike-Babbler, Pteruthlus xenAoehlerus ocndentalis 

Harington . . . . , , / • ‘ V i . * ' 

1343 Eastern Green Shrike-Babbler, PUruthxus xanAoehlems xanthoehlorus 

Gray * 
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1344 Chin Hills Green Sbriko'Babblcr, PtendMus xanthoddorus hybnias 

Harington 

1345 Chestnut-throated Shrike-Babbler, PteruAius melanotis melanoti 

Hodgson 

1346 Chestnutfronted Shrike-Babbler, PteruAius oenoharhus aenobarbtdus 

Koelz ,, .. ,, 

1347 WHteheaded Shrike-Babbler, Gampsorhynektu ruftlus rtfolus Blyth 

1348 Himalayan Barwing, Arft’naittra Gould 

1349 Mishmi Barwing, Actinodura egertoni leivisi Ripley . , . , 

1350 Assam Barwing, Actinodura egertoni khasiana Godwin-Austen 

1351 MIzo Barwing, richnadura rgrrtMi rif/KJm Ogilvie-Grant ,, 

1352 Nepal Hoary Barwing, Actinodura nipalensis nipalensis (Hodgson) . . 

1353 Eastern Hoary Barwing, Actinodura rdpalensts vinetura Ripley 

1354 NEFA Barwing, rifft’nadura ««ddfni da/amrii Godwin-Austen 

1355 Manipur Barwing Actinodura waldeni waldeni Godvnn-Axxstca 

1356 [Chin Hills Barwing, Actinodura waldeni poliotis (Rippon)] 

1357 Redtailed Minla, Minla igrwtiruta ignotiruta Hodgson 

1358 Western Barthroated.Siva, Minla strigula simlaensis (Mcincrtzhagcn) 

1359 Eastern Barthroated Siva, Minla strigula strigula (Hodgson) .. 

1360 NEFA Barthroated Siva, Mw/a Jtri^a.yanrtan«nrif (Rothschild) .. 

1361 Assam Barthroated Siva, Mirda stride cinereigenae (Ripley) . . 

1362 Blucwiaged Sivk, Minla eyanduroptera cyanaurapiera (Hodgson) 

1363 Sikkim Whitehrowed Yubina, Tuhina caslaniceps rufigenis (Hume)., 

1 364 Mishmi Whitehrowed Yubina, Tuhina castanieeps plumheiceps (God^vin- 

Austen) 

1365 Caeatnni-htaded YishmUy Tuhina castanieeps eastemiceps QAoqtc) 

1366 Whitenaped Yubina, Tuhina bakeri Rothschild 

1 367 Western Yellownapcd Yuhina, TiAina faoieollis albieollis (Tic Aurst & 

Whistler) .. .. .. ,, 

1368, 1369 Eastern YcUotvnaped Yuhina, TtAina fiameollis fiaoieoUis 
Hodgson 

1370 Assam Ydlownaped Yuhina, Tuhirus fiaoieoUis rouxi (Oustalct) . . 

1371 Western Stripethroated Yuhina, JoAina ga/arij pirax Koelz 

1372 Eastern Stripethroated Yuhina, Tuhina gidarif gularis Hodgson 

1373 Slatyheaded or Rufousvented Yuhina, Tuhina occipitalis oeeipitalis 

Hodgson .. 

1374 BlackchiMcd Yuhina, loAina n^frimmta «(frim«ita Hodgson 

1375 Whitebcllicd Yuhina, Tuhirus xanAoleuca xanAoleuca (H^gson)' 

1376 Himalayan Goldenbrcasted Tit-Babbler, Aleippe chrysotis chysotis 

1377 Assam (^Idenbreasted Tit-Babbler, Alcipfo chiysotis albilineata (Kocizj 

1378 Dusky Green or Ycllowthroatcd Tit-Babbler, Aleippe cinerea (Blyth) 

1379 -Chestnut-headed Tit-Babbler, Aleippe eastaneceps^astenceeps (Hodgson) 

1380 Western Whitehrowed Tit-Babbler, Aleippe vinipectus i^grae (Tice- 

hunt & Whistler) . . . . . . . . 

1381 Nepal Whitehrowed Tit-Babbler, Aleippe vinipectus cinipeetus 

(Hodgson) 

1382 Eastern Whitehrowed Tit-Babbler, Aleippe oirdpeetus efaimbiensis 

(Kinnear) 

1383 Assam Whitehrowed Tit-Babbler, Aleippe vinipectus austeni (Ogilvic- 

Grant) , . . . .... . 

1384 Himalayan Brovmhcaded Tit-Babbler, Aleippe einerexeeps ludlowt 

(Kinnear) . . . . , 

1385 Manipur Brownbeaded Tit-Babbler, Aleippe einereiceps marnpurenns 

(Ogilvie-Grant) , , . . 

1385a Streakthroated Tit-Babbler, Al^ppe striatieoUis (Verreain) 4 , 

1386 Himalayan Redtbroated Tit-Babbler, Aleippe rufogularis rufogularu 

(Mandelli) * * . * ‘ ,j ’ * • 

1387 Assam RedthVoated Tit-Babbler, Walden 

13^ Rufoushcaded Tit-Babbler, Aleippe bnmnea mandelli (Godwin-Austen) 

1389 Bombay Quaker Babbler, Hume .. •• 

1390 • ■ : .. 


1391 • - • 4 . < ■ ■ 

1392 .... 

1393 . 4 

1394 > . ■ . .... • ■ 

1395 : • *■ ' •• • • ■ . 

1396 “ ■■ 50 ”) 

1397 • ■ . 

1398 Eastern Blackcapped Sibia, Heterophasia capistraA baylyr (iunnear; 

1399 Grey Sibia, Heterophasia gracilis (McQelland) 

1400 Beautiful Sibia, Heterophasia pulchella (Godwin-Austen) .• 

1401 Longtailed Sibia, Heterophasia picaoides picaoides (Hodgson) .. •• 


Subfamily uubcicapinae : Flycatchers 

1402 Olive Flycatcher, iZAiTiornyw Arawirato ntroiariw Richmond •• 

1403, 1404 Spotted Flycntdicrf Mttxieapa strvta sarvdnyi Sps^tww 

1405 Sooty Flycatcher, Museieapa ssbirica gulmergi (Baker) 

1406 Nepal Sooty Flycatcher, Afwrtcfl^ariAirifflcocflAfl/flPcnard .. •• 

1407 Brown Flycatcher, Afturico/a AihVojfrix Raffles •• 

1408 Brownbreasted Flycatcher, Museieapa mutlui muitid (Layard) 

1409 Rufoustailed Flycatcher, Museieapa rufieauda Swainson . . 

1410 Ferruginous Flycatcher, Museieapa ferruginea^ (Hodgson) 

[Pied YlyczichcTf Museieapa hypoleuea tomensis Johanscs^ 

1411 Western Redbreasted Flycatcher, AfojoVa/a/anra^iwB^t^ •' 

1412 EAstem Redbreasted Flycatcher, Museieapa parva albtalla Pallaa . . 

1413 Kashmir Redbreasted Flycatcher, Museieapa suhruhra Hartert « 


1414 

1415 

1416 

1417 

1418 

1419 


Orangegorgeted Flycatcher, Museieapa strophiata strophtalo (Hod^^ 
Himalayan Whitegorgeted Flycatcher, Museieapa monileger mmuger . 

AMOTW^orgeted Flycatcher, Museieapa mmileger icieops (Shj'P'i 
Rufousbreasted Blue Flycatcher, Museieapa hypeythra hyPeyAra D ytn 
Rustybreasted Blue Flycatcher, Museieapa hodgsomi ( ' 

Western little Pied Flycatcher, Museieapa wesiermerau coUtm Koms- 


1420 EastOT LilUe pied Hycatchcr, Museieapa weslesutarmi auslralarimlis 

1421 WhiSrtwed Blue Flycatcher, Museieapa supereiliaris superciUasis - 

1422 lattle'Muc-and-White Hycatcher, Museieapa supereiliaris aesUgma 
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1427 

1428 
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1431 

1432 

1433 
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1435 

1436 

1437 

1438 


Wottm^laty Blue Flyratchcr, Museieapa leiuamelanura teuamelasara 

Eaat^ SiSy Blue Flycatcher, Museieapa leueamelartura miuula 
Manipur Slaty Blue Flycatcher, Museieapa leucamiaaura eemntemsru 

Sapptedbraded Flycatcher, AFiuciniAe roA/tWra 
Blaclc-and-Orange Flycatcher, Museieapa mgrorvfa CJcrdon) 
larue NUtuvu, Museieapa gsasulisgranJis (Biytb) 'I 

Westem Small Niltava, Museieapa maeersiartat maepre^ 

Fajtem Small Niltava, Museieapa maepigeriae stgnsU I"?!""?' '.I 
WatemRufousbeUied Niltava, Museieapa surulara isjusllers mc^O 
Eastern RufousbeUlcd NUtava, Museieapa susulaTa suru^u j gT ' 
Rufousbellled Blue Flycatcher, Museieapa tieida eatesi (Salvadonj . . 
WhitetaHed Blue Flycatcher, Museieapa eancrela ejrauM (Hume) . • 

Whiicbelh'cd Blue Flycatcher, MiuriMpuPellifo Jerdon •• •; 

Western BnmVn’. Flycatcher, Museieapa paliagerr/s palieg^s Wwaj 
Eastern Broob’s Flycatcher, Museieapa paliagerrrs caehaiwrms IMaoa 

Penlra^ Brooh’l JlyaUisgT, Museieapa patiagei^s uerrupi (ivhistler) 
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1439 Pale Blue Flycatcher, Muscuapa umcolor mdcolor (Blyth) . . . . 189 

1440 Blucthroated Flycatcher, Mttscieepa mieadoidis ruiecvloidts (\ngon) 190 

1441 Largebilled Blue Flycatcher, Musdeapa b^^jineu TnagmTostris (Bl>'th) 192 

1442 TickcU’s Redbreasted Blue Flyxatchcr, Mvsdcapa tickeUiae iickelliae 

(Bly-th) 193 

1443 Ceylon Tickell’s Flycatcher, Musdeapa tukellicejerdcm (Holdsv,’orth) 196 

1444 Dusky Blue Flycatcher, Musdeepa sordida (Walden) . . . , 196 

1445 Verditer Flycatcher, Masdeepa thalasdna ihalassiTia S%s'ainson . • 198 

1446 Nilgiri Verditer Flycatcher, -Aftticia/ia cZHccaictoJcrdon .. .. 199 

1447 Pygmy Blue Flycatcher, Acv^jcmi (Moore) .. 201 

1448 Northern Greyheaded Flycatdier, Cxdidcapa c^lorxrjis adochsysea 

Obcrholscr .. .. .. .. .. .. 202 ^ 

1449 Southern Greyheaded Flycatcher, Calidecpa c^lor.ams c^lenends 

(Swaimon) .. .. .. .. .. 204 

1450 YcUowbcllied Fantail Flycatcher, JUtipidiira f^poxemiha Blyth . . 206 

1451 Northern Whitebrowed Fantail Hycatcher, BMpujara aareola ao'eola 

Lesson .. .. 207 

1452 Southern Whitebrowed FantaB Flyxatcher, IVtipidiffa eatreola com- 

pressinstris (Blyth) - . .. .. .. .. .. .. 209 

1453 Eastern ^Vh^tcb^cm'ed FantaH Flycatcher, Hhx^dxcra careoh ha r -oi de a 

(Hume) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 210 

1454 AVe stem \Vhitethroated Fantail Flycatcher, elbicoUis 

cc«j«ms (Kodz) .. .. .. .. .. .. 211 

1455 Eastern ^Vhitclhroatcd Fantail Flycatcher, JVdpidara elluoIUs 

clbuoUis (yio^iot) .. .. 213 

1456 NEFA WTiitcthroated Fantail Flycatcher, Rkipidura oJbuoUis stadm 

Baker .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 213 

1457 Orissa ‘Whitethroated Fantail Flycatcher, RMpidura oLbicoUis oriatu 

Ripley .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 214 


1458 'Whitespotted Fantail Flycatcher, RJd^ara albuolUs clbogvlsris 

(lisson) .. 214 

1459 Dandakaranya WTiitespotted Fantail Flycatcher, Rfapidma clbicollu 

remijri (\VhistIer) 215 

Subfamily uonarchikae : Monarch Flycatchers 

1460 \Vcst Himalayan Parachse Flycatcher, Tnpdpkorj paradid leasegasigr 

(Swainson) .. .. 216 

1461 Peninsular Indian Paradise Flycatcher, Terpdphorx paradid para&d 

(Linnaeus) - 218 

1462 Ceylon Paradise Flycatcher, 'Trrpdphone paicdid ctylorxnds (Zanidny 

& Harms) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 221 

1463 East Himalayan Paradise Flycatcher, Trrpdpkone paradid rataraiior 

(Salomonscn) .. .. .. 221 

1464 Nicobar Paradise Flycatdier, /itfrc^h* mcoicrifc Oates. . 222 

1465 Indian Blacknapcd Monarch Flycatcher, Monarcka azarea stjar.i 

(Hartlaub) . . . . . . . . 223 

1466 Ceylon Blacknapcd Monarch Flycatcher, Manarcha azarea c^lorxnsis 

(Sharpe) 226 

1467 Andaman Blacknapcd Monarch Flycatcher, Manarcha asxrea ijileri 

(Beavan) ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 226 

1468 Car I^cobar Blacknapcd hfonarch Flycatcher, Manarcha azarea idio- 

ehroa (Obcrholscr) 227 

1469 Nicobar Blacknapcd Monarch Flycatcher, Monarcka azarea nicohariea 

(Bianchi) 227 

Subfamily pachycsi^balinae : Thickheads or Shrikebilled 
Flycatchers 

1470 Grey Thic k head or Mangrove ^Vhistlcr, Pcd^phala grisola (Blyth) 228 
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Family uuscicapidaz (cont.) 

Subfamily sylvixnae: Warblers ' 

1471 YcUowbrowed Groxmd Warbler, Teriflgfcaimffr Hodgson .. 

1472 SlatyfacIIied Ground Warbler, Teda olisea (McClelland} . . 

1473 Chestnut-headed Ground ^Varblcr, Teda carieneocormaia eastenao- 

coTonala (Burton) .. 

1474 Indian Palefooted Bush Warbler, Cetda paUidipes paUidipes (Blanford) 

1475 Andaman Falcfooted Bush Warbler, Cetda pallidipu ormasiord 

f (Hartcrt) 

1476 Chinese Bush ^Va^h!cr, Celtic diphone ccrtiarians (Swinhoe) , . 

1477 Pale Strongfooted Bush Warbler, (Brooks) 

1478 Strongfoo^ Bush ^Varhler, Celtic fortipes fortipes (Hodgson) 

1479 Himalayan Large Bosh Warbler, Celtic me^or major (Moore) 

1480 Assam Large Bush ^Varhler, Cetlia major tqfer (Koclz) 

1481 Himalayan Aberrant Bush "Warbler, Celtia ficralicaua fLasalixacea 

(Hodgson) 

' 1482 Assam .Abe r r a nt Bush IVarbler, Celtic jUtralicccea stresemarja (Koelz) 

1483 Manipur Aberrant Bush Warbler, Celtic fiasaUzccta alexanderi Ripley 

1484 Hume's Bush IVarbler, Celtic cccnihizoiies brannueens (Hume) 

1485 Western Rufouscapped Bush Warbler, Celtic brvrrdfranr vhxstien 

encehurst) 

1486 Eastern Rufouscapped Bush Warbler, Celtic brunmfrons hruzmfnns 

(Hodgson) 

1487 Arunachal Rufouscapped Bush Warbler, Celtic bnmnifrans maroidts 

(Koek) 

1488 Cetti’s Warbler, Celtic eetti elhicentrU Sevcrtto\’ 

1489 Western Spotted Bush ^Varbler, Bradjpterus Lhoredais przenchkxi 

(Stishl^) 

1490 Eastern Spotted Bush Warbler, Bradjpltras timadeas thoredcas 

(Blyth) 

1491 LargebOlcd Bush Warbler, Bradjptena major m^or (Brooks) , . 

1492 Chinese Bush Warbler, Brcdjpimis tcaano’zskiiu iaaanawskias 

(Swinhoc) .. 

1493 BrovmBushWarbIcr,Era^^fmu/atfarertfm/ut«arenfm(Hod^n) . . 

1 494 Ceylon Bush Warbler, Br^jptmu fpdliseri (Blyth) . . 

1493 MomtachedSedgeWarblcr,£t«ru:ic»i!flm«lcw^go/tmtmtcaMadarisi 

1496 Redheaded Fantail Warbler, Cistieola exilis eijthrocephale Blyth 

1497 Yellowheaded Fantail Warbler, Ctrtigola edlis tytlrn Jerdon 

1498 Streaked Fantail Warbler, Cirtioila janddis cardlans (Franklin) 

1499 Kerala Streaked Fantail Warbler, Cistieola jurddir salimalii\'{^l}ci 

1500 Ceylon Streaked Fantail Warbler, CtrttcoZa janci^r OTMlwa Blyth .. 
1500a M^y Streaked Fantail ^Varbler, Cistieolajanddis mcltgta Lynes . . 

1501 Rufoxa Wrcn-Warblcr, Pruaa n^icrnr fi^'kcwir Blyth .. .. 

1502 Northern Ashy-grey Wrcn-Warbler, Ptiida kodgsardi rafale Godwin- 

Austen 

1 503 Franklin's Ashy-grey ^V^cn-^Va^blcr, Priiiui kodgfomi kadgiomi Blyth 

1504 Southern Ashy-grey Wren-Warbler, Prime hadgsomi albogalerix 

Walden 

1505 Ceylon Ashy-grey ^V^en-^Va^blc^, Prvda hadgstrdi pecloralis Legge . . 

1506 Rufousfronted Wrcn-Waiblcr, Prinia HirAeaca Blyth 

1507 Hodgson’s Wrcn-^Varbler, Pftraa enaTRjca^tUa Hodgson 

1508 IndiM Streaked ^V^en-^Va^blc^, Prirda gradtis Upida Blyth . . 

1509 Eastern Streaked Wren-Waibler, Prvda grcdlis stnend Hartert 

1510 Northwestern Plain Wrcn-Warhler, Prhdc svhjiasa Unicolor (Hume) 

151 1 Central India Plain Wren- Warbler, Prirdc rebjieva mrmaia Sykes . . 

1512 Eastern Plain Wrcn-^Varbler, Prvda sahjiecafvsca (Hodgson) 

1513 FHIgirl Flam Wrcn-Warbler, Priitia jir5/?ara^cnl/etn Blyth . . 

1514 Ceylon Plain W^en-^Va^hler, Prieta sabfasa iiualaris (Legge) 

1515 Northern Ashy Wrcn-Warbler, Prime sodelis siacarti Blyth. . 

1516 Assam Ashy Wrcn-Warbler, Prime soeialis inglid UTustler & 

Kinnear 

1517 Southern Ashy Wrcn-Warbler, Prmia socic/ir jooc/ij Sykes . . 

ISIB Ceylon Ashy Wten-Warblcr, Prena xocicivs licggc 

1519 Gangctic Jungle Wrcn-lVarbler, Prvda ^Icatiea gangetiee (Blyth) . . 

1520 Northwestern Jungle IVren-lVaAler, Prtraa sjlrctiec wigtdx (Hxime) 

1521 Peninsular Jungle Wren-Warbler, Prirda jjlzadea ^icafica Jerdon . . 

1522 Orissajunglc Wrcn-Warbler, Prestaxylrafica Kodz 

1523 Ceylon Jungle Wren-Warbler, Prirda syltatica ralida (Blyth) 

1524 Sind YellowbcIIied IVren-Warbler, Pnrde fedeertiris svidiena 

Tic^unt .. 

1 525 Assam YcUowbcllied Wrea-W arfalcr, Prvda JlariztrJris fiadeentris 

(Delesscrt) 

1526 Sind Brown I^ Warbler, Pnria cridger rfria/aZa (Hume) .. -t 

1527 Himalayan Brown Hni Warbler, Prrfiia erragrr erragrr Hodgson 

1528 Assam Brown HiUW’arblcr, Pruda mdgfT rafftana Rdchenow 

1529 ICmalayan Blackthroated Hill AVarbler, Prime efro^tdarir etrogularU 

(Moore) 

1530 Assam Blackthroated HiU Warbler, Pftda afragalam Jb^artaTW 

(Godwin-Axistcn) .. .. .. .. .J 

1531 Western LongtaUed Grass Warbler, Prirda bmnedi barnesii (Blyth) . . 

1532 Eastern Lon^sdled Grass Warbler, Pr«£a banatii cinrrastens (Walden) 

1533 StrcakedScrubWarbIer,5c»tocmaui4taftai/nata (Brooks) .. 

1534 Large Grass Warbler, GrerwarsZa ^rtgairarii imgaifluujcrdon 

1535 Tn rfi^n TaOnr Bird, OrlhstsTrsa saionas gazsretar (Lathaml . . 

1536 Bengal TaUor Bird, mtrmu petia Hodgson 

1 537 hCshmi Tailor Bir^ Ortkatamis rjtories laieas Ripley 

1538 Ceylon Tailor Bird, Ortkotamas saiarias salorias (Pennant) , . 

1 539 Ceylon Highland Tailor Bird, Orihotomas saiorzas femsndiords Whistler 

1540 BladmcckedTailor Bird, Ortk£rrtarc2rrjpdcmn£fiAu Hume. . 

1541 Goldenheaded Tailor Bird, Orthatsrnas c a c v l l st a x cerrmatas Blyth 
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1542 Pallas’s Central Asian Grasshopper Warbler, LoauteUa cerihiola 

cenirelasiae Sushkin . . . . - - 

1543 Pallas’s Siberian Grasshopper Warbler, LoeasUUa cerihiola ruhescens 

Blyth X " 

1544 Streaked Grasshopper Warbler, Eaout^/ia /anrredato (Temminck) .. 

1545 Eastern Grasshopper \Varblcr, Loeustdla raeda strarrdnea Seebohm . . 

1546 BroadtaUed Grass Warbler, Schoerdeola plabfara (jerdon) 

1547 Bristled Grass Warbler, Cft^tomtjjfnaiur (Jerdon) 

I54B Striated Marsh Warbler, tollco (Blyth) .. 

1549 Thickbnied ^Varble^, PhragarraitiaAa ctdsn eedon (Pallas) 

1550 Indian Great Reed Warbler, Acroetphalus slerJarrjs brvmescens 

(Jerdon) 

1551 Ceylon Great Reed "Warbler, Acrocephelus sterdortas meridumdU 

(Legge) 

1552 Assam Great Reed \Varbler, Actoaphdus stmtareus err^ Baker ^ . . 

1553 Eurasian Great Reed Warbler, Acrocephaltu erandirteuas zaradr^ 

Hartert - • 

1554 Eastern Great Reed \Varbler, Acrocephalas orienlelis (T emnun ck & 

Schlegel) 

1555 Blackbrowed Reed Warbler, Acrocepsholus bxstrigiaps btslrigiups 

Swinhoc .. .. .. •• •• ,*• 

1555a Asian Reed Warbler, Acroeepkalus sdrpaceus fusees (Hemprich & 
Ehrcnbcrg) 

1556 Blyth’s Reed YTarbler, Acrocephalas dametonan Blyth 

1557 Indian PaddyEdd Warbler, Acrocephalas egricola agrieola (Jerdon) , . 

1558 Northern Paddyfield Warbler, Acroeepkalus egricola cepisfraia 

(^•ertrov) ' 

1559 Kasiuiur Bluntwinged Paddyfield Warbler, Acrocephalas cerd/tens 

hetrmgioni Wilherby 

1560 Assam Blimtwinged Paddyfield Warbler, Aerocephalus eondnens 

stecensi Baker 

1561 LargebiUed Reed Warbler, Acrocephalas {stentareas) orinas Ob^holser 

1562 Siboian Booted Tree \VarbIer, Hlppclais ceUgelx celigeta (Lichten- 

stein} 

1563 Indian Booled Tree Warbler, Uippolais celigeta rama (Sykes) 

1564 Updier’s Tree ^Va^blcr, HippoUds lemgmda (Hemprich & Ehrcnbcrg) 

1564a Barred Warbler, Sjlda msoria (Bcchstcin) 

1565 Eastern Orphean Warbler, Sjlde horieosisjerdmi (Blyth) 

1566 Indian Whitclhroat, Sjflda cammams icterops Mcnctrids 

1567 Siberian Lesser WTutethroat, Sjlda carrvea bljthi 'Iicchurst & 

\VlustIer 

1568 Kirghiz Lesser Whilethroat, Sjlda carruca haltmodendri Sushkm 

1569 Sm^ "Whitelhroat, Sjlde carruca mimila Hume 

1570 Hume’s Lesser Whitethroat, Sylda eunvea althaea Htune 

1571 Desert Warbler, Sjlda Kara rana (Hemprich & Ehrcnbcrg) 

1572 Northern LcaTWarblcrjP^Upjfp^/rDcAi/urccrriida (Linnaeus) 

1573 Siberian LeafWarbler,P^f/«CB^ui/roc^W 7 efoimJU 'Iicchurst 

1574 Eu r opean Chiflehaff, Ph^Uoseopia coUybita colfybila (\'ieiUot) 

1575 Brown Chiffdiaff’, Phjltoscapas colljtbila tristis Blyth . . 

1576 Sind Chiffehafi', PfyUascopas coUjbita sirdiercis Brooks 

1577 Plain Leaf Warbler, Pkjlloscapas rxglectas Hume 

1578 Tytlcr’s Leaf Warbler, P^lZoJf®^ Brooks 

1579 TickcU’s Leaf Warbler, Ph^tlos^js ejims effmis (TlckcU) . . 

1580 BuffbeUied Leaf Warbler, PhyUascapas areanus Ripley' 

1581 OUvaceoxis Leaf Warbler, P^lfosco^ gmrofttr Blyth 

, 1582 Smoky Leaf Warbler, Pftyitbxco^yii/igwmtCT’JWi^centcr (Hodgson) , . 

1583 Tibetan Smoky Leaf Warbler, Pl^lloscapas /uUdfcnler tibetanus 

Ticchurst 

1584 Szechuan Dusky Leaf Warbler, Plylhzeopas f us eat as rcdgoldi 

Stre s e ro ann .. .. .. -• 

1585 ‘Manipur Dusky Leaf Warbler, P^iiaxw^Tujce/armericr Ripley .. 
1585 Sxberhm Dusky Leaf ^Varblc^, Phylloscopusjascalusfxue^as (Blyth) . . 
1587 AVestem Orangebarred Leaf Warbler, PhyUoscepas paldier kergree 

Ticchurst 

1588, 1589 Eastern Orangebarred Leaf Warbler, PJyUoscopas paldier 
pdeher Blyth .. .. .. .. .. 

1590 Huroe’s Ydlo\^'browcd Leaf Warbler, PJ^Ueseopas iaomaUis htrmd 

(Brooks) 

1591 Maadelli'i Ifellowbrowcd Leaf Warbler, PhyUoscopas inorrata 

mezdeUa (^TOo)d) .. 

1592 Siberian Ydlowbrowed Leaf Warbler, P^i/osfc/ur ittcmsiur fconwfw 

(Blyth) 

1593 Brooks’s Leaf Warbler, P.^Z/ora:!^r3irrri£f£r (Brooks) 

1594 AVestem Pallas’s I-eaf Warbler, PfyUescopas praregvlas sirndaeasis 

Ticchurst 

1595 N^»l Pallas's Leaf AVaiblcr, Phylloscopas proregaJas ehlaronotas (Gray) 

1596 T.r^fWarViW, Pftyllatfopnt prrrrf£nlrti Krrctmi notice 

1597 AVestem Grcyfiiced Leaf AVarbler, Plylloseopas maadipaads vims 

Ticdiurst .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

1598 Central Greylaced Leaf ANTaibler, PkyUoscopas macalipemds cerdrelis 

Ripley 

1599 Eastern Greyfaeed Leaf AVarbler, Ph^scepas macalipenms rtersli- 

prvds (Blyth) .. 

1600 Arctic Leaf Warbler, fc<rrfelir iwelir (Blasixis) .. 

1601 LargcbUlcd Leaf AV'arbler, rtsgTKrcifm Blyth 

1602 AVestem Greenish Leaf Warbler, Phyllouopas trochUddes dridexas 

Blyth 

1603 Baltistan Greenish Leaf AVarbler, Fkyllaseopns trochUeides ladlacd 

AVTustlcf 

1604 Eastern Greenish Leaf Warbler, Pfyllasccpas trochiloides trocfdloides 

(Sundcvall) .. 

1605 Bright Green Leaf Warbler, Phyllascspas trockilddes nitidas Blyth . . 
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1605a Paldegged Leaf \S^arbler, Phylloscopus tenellipes Swinhoc . . . . 171 

1606 Large Crowned Leaf \Varbler, Phylhrcoptis occipitalis occipitalis ’ 

(Blytb) 172 

1607 Eastern C^o^vned Leaf Warbler, Phjlloseopus occipitalis coronatus 

(Tcmminck & Schlegcl) . . . . . . . . . . . . 174 

1608 Small Crowned Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus reguloides kaskmhiensis 

Ticehurst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175 

1609 Blyth’s Crov.Tied Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus reguloides reguloides 

(Blytb) ' : .. 177 

1610 Assam Crowned Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus reguloides assamensis 

Hartcrt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . 178 

1 •Yunnan Crowned Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus reguloides claudxae 
. (La Touche) I .. 178 

1612 Blackbrowed or Ycliowfaced Leaf Warbler, Phylloscopus cantator 

cantator (Tickcll) . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 179 

1613 Allied Flycatcher-Warbler, 5'rtrrrfur (Hodgson) .. .. 180 

1614 Western Blackbrowed Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus burkii whistleri 

Ticehurst . . 182 

1615 Eastern Blackbrowed Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus hurkii burkii 

(Burton) . . 183 

1615a Burmese Blackbrowed Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus burkii uphrch 

cephalus (Anderson) . . , . , . . . . . . . 184 

■ 1616 ^Vestcm Greyheaded Flycatcher- Warbler, 5'fjcrrnn jrantAojcAijtor 

albosuperciliaris Qerdon) .. .. .. 185 

1617 Nepal Grcj'headcd Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus xanthasehhlos 

xanthosekistos (Gray) . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 

1618 Mishmi Greyheaded Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus xanthosekistos 

• Jlavogularis (Godwin-Amten) 187 

1619 As&^ Greyheaded Flycatcher-^ Varbler, Seicercus xanthosekistos 

tephrodiras Sicl: .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 187 

1620 Grcycheeked Flycatcher-Warbler, 5V£crrf«f /w/£of«!yj (Blyth) .. 188 

1621 Chestnut-headed FIycatcher-\VarbIer, Seicercus castdnieeps eastaniceps 

(Hodgson) ■ 189 

1622 Sikkim Ycliowbdiied Flycatcher-Warbler, Abroseopus superciliaris 

faviventris (jerdon) .. 190 

1623 AruMchal Yellmvbellied Flycatchcr-\Varbler, Abroseopus superciliaris 

. drasticus Dcignan . . . . . . . . . . . . , . I9I 

1624 Nepal Blackfaced Flycatcher-Warbler, Abroseopus sehisticeps schtsticeps 

(Gray) 192 

1625 Assam Blackfaced Flycatcher- Warbler, Abroseopus sehisticeps JIam~ 

mentalis (Baker) 193 

1626 Whitctkroat<^ Flycatcher-Warbler, Abroseopus albogularis albogularis, 

(Horsfield & Moore) . . . . . . . . . . . . 194 

1627 Broadhilled Flycatchcr-VVarbler, (Moore) 195 

1628 Turkestan Goldcrest, rr^u/ar imdr Pleske 196 

1629 ‘Himalayan Goldcrcst, Bonaparte. . .. 197 

1630 Sikkim Goldcrcst, Regidus regulus sikkimensU R. & A. Meincr tzhagen 198 

1631 Yunnan Goldcrcst, rr^/ttr^*ttfWimmrir Rippon .. 199 

1632 Crested Tit-Warbler, Przcvalslu .. .. .. 199 

1633 Turkestan Tit-Warbler, LepiopoeeiU sophiae sophiae Severtaov . . 201 


1634 'Hbetan T^t-^Varblcr, Leptopoecile sophiae obscure Przevalski . . 
Subfamily turdinae : Thrushes and Chats 

1635 c—*-* 

1636 ■ • - . 

1637 ■ ■■ 

1638 ■ 

1639 • ■*. ' V.--.. 

1640 V. 

1641 ■ ■ ■ 

(pi&htrihs) . . ' 

1642 Persian Nightingale, Erithacus megarhynckos hajizi (Severtzov) ' 

1643 RubythroatjEnttflciu (Pallas) 

1644 Nordicm Bluethroat, Erithacus sveciats svecicus (Linnaeus) . , 

1645 Turkestan Bluethroat, Erithacus svecicus pallido^aris (Zarudny) 

1646 La d a kh Bluethroat, Erithacus svecicus abbotti (Richmond) 

1646a Central Asian Bluethroat, Erithacus svecicus saturalior (Sushkin) 

1647 WestlEmalayan Rubythroat, Erithacus peetoralis pectoralis (Gould) . . 

1648 Eastern Ruby throat, EntAcrttf fon/iuiu (Hartert) .. 

1649 Tibetan Rubythroat, Erithacus pectoralis tsehebaiewt (Przcvalski) 

1650, 1651 Indian Blue Chat, Erithacus brunneus (Hodgson) 

1652 Fircthroat, Eri/Aorur (David) .. 

1653 Siberian Blue Chat, EntAimu Q'one 

1654 Kashmir Rcdflanked Bush Robin, Eritha^ cyanurus pallidior (Baker) 

1 655 Eastern RedflankedBush Robin, Erithacus cyanurus rufilatuS (Hodgson) 

1656 Japanese Blue Chat, Erithacus cyanujus ^anurus (Pallas) 

1657 Western Golden Bu^ Robin, Erithacus chrysacus whistleri (Ticehurst) 

1658 EastemGoldenBushRobin,EritAccurcAryrartiJrA^ra«u(Hodgson) .. 

1659 Whitebrowed Bush Robin, Erithacus iruiicus indieus (Vicillol) 

1660 Rufousbcllied Bush Robin, Erithacus hyperythrus (Blyth) 

1661 Indian Magpie-Robin, Cop^ehus sad^ saulaHs (Linnaeus) 

1662 Ceylon Magpie-Robin, rcuZarij Sclater . . 

1663 Assam blagpic-Rohlrif Cop^ychus saularis erinulas Ohtrhoher 

1664 Andaman Magpie-Robin, wu/arir flmfamanm/V Hume 

1665 Malabar Sbama, ma/a5ariair mc/a&aricvr (Scopoli) . . 

1666 Ceylon Shama, ma/ajflrirur frggri (Whistler) 

1667 Indian Shama, Cop^chus malabarieus indieus (Baker) 

1668 Andaman Shama, rwZfliarirux fl/Wwn/rii (Blyth) .. 

1669 Eversmann’s Redstart, PAofflKWus rrytAfonafctf (Eversmann) . . 

1670 Bluehcadcd Redstart, Phoenicurus easrvleocephalus (Vigors) . . 

1671 Kashmir Black Redstart, (Moore) .. 

1672 Eastern Black Redstart, PAomiriffTts acArwroj fwjlrmirif (Vicillot) 

1673 WhiteGronted Redstart, Phoenicurus phoenicurus phoenicurus (Linnaeus) 

1674 Hodgson*s Redstart, Phoenicurus hodgsoni (Moore) . . ' . . 

1675 Bluefrontcd Redstart, Phoenicurus frontalis (Vigors) 

1676 Whitethroated Redstart, Phoenicurus sehisticeps (Gray) * . . 

1677 Daurian Redstart, PhoenieuTTis auroreus leucoptmis (Blyth) 

1678 G-*- • ....r ,..,. A'./. — _ 

1679 : 

1680 ^ phoe,U‘ 

. cuToides pkoenlcuroides (Gray) . . . . 
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VOLUME 9 


Order Passeriformes (cont.) 

Family muscicapidae (coot.) 

Subfamily turdinae : Thrushes and Chats (coat) 

1681 Whitetailed Blue Robin, Cinc/iVtum Zrurwrum (Hodgson) 

1682 Bluefrontcd Robin, CinWtWitfffj /wnlcltf Jrenta/tf Blyth .. 

1 683 Grandala, Crandala eoelicolor Hodgson 

1684 Little Forktail, Erttruruf rwulsri swulrri Vigors 

1685 Blackbackcd Forktail, EnitfRnu iffjjTjfltfu/jfttf (Hodgson) 

1686 Slatybacked Forktail, Enicurus sehistaceus (Hodgson) 

1687 LeschenauU’s Forktail, Enicurus lesehenaxdti indieus Hartcrt . . 

1688 Western Spotted Forktail, Entrurux iTjcru/ctuJ mafy/aftif Vigors 

1689 Eastern Spotted Forktail, Eniextrus maadatus gulfatus Gould . . 

1690 Purple C^hoa, Cochoa purpurea Hodgson 

1691 Green Cochoa, CocAaa wriV/x Hodgson ,. 

1692 Brown Rock Chat, Cercomelafusca (Blytli) 

1693 Sloliczka’s Bush C^at, 5’<2xiVo/a mafrorA)7tfAa (Stoliczka) 

1694 Hodgson’s Bush Chat, Saxieola insignis Gray . . 

1695 West Siberian Collared Bush Chat, Saxieola torquata maura (Pallas) . . 

1696 Tibetan Collared Bush Chat, Saxieola torquata przevalskii (PIcskc) . , 

1697 Indian Collared Bush Chat, Saxieola torquata indica (Blyth) , . 

1698 East Siberian Collared Bush Chat, Saxieola torquata stejnegeri (Parrot) 

1699 Whitctailed Bush Chat, Saxieola leucura (Blyth) 

1700 Northern Pied Bush Chat, Saxieola caprala bicolor Sykes 

1701 Burmese Pied Bush Chat, Baker 

1702 Nilgiri Pied Bush Ghat, Saxieola caprala nilgiriensis Whistler, , 

1703 Ceylon Pied Bush Chat, Saxieola caprala atrata (Kelaart) . . 

1704 Jerdon’s Bush Chat, 5'a.viro/fljWc«i (Blyth) .. .. 

1705 Dark-grey Bush Chat, Gray 

1706 Isabelline Chat, Oenanthe isabellina (Tcmminck) 

1707 Redtailed Chat, Oenanthe xanthopiymna kingi (Hume) 

1708 ^Vhcatea^, Oenanthe oenanthe oenanthe (Linnaeus) ... 

1709 Tibetan Desert Wheatear, Ornsn/Ar tlfx/f/: ofM/AiTa (Obeiholser) 

1710 Centra! Asian Desert ^Vhcatear, Oenanthe deserli deserti (Tcmminck) 

1711 Barnes’s Chat, OxnanlAr jTnxcAit Aamexi (Oates) 

1712 Pied Chat, Oma/itAe /'irafa (Blyth) 

1713 Hooded CSiat, Oxnan/Ae fTMnacAfl (Tcmminck) .. .. .. < 

1714 Hume’s Chat, OxnaaMx fl/Aani^xr (Hume) .. .. .. 

1715 Pleschanka’s Chat, Oenanthe pUsekanka pleschanka (Lepechin) 

1716 Whitecapped Redstart or River Chat, Chaimarrornis leucocepkaltts 

(Vigors) 

1717 ” ' ’ » « T 1 • „ . — ‘-■•'•"•(Latham) 

1718 . . 

1719 ■ ■ . . ■ ■ er& 

Kinncar . . 

1 720 Blackbacked Indian Robin, Saxieoloides fulieata fulieata (Linnaeus) . . 

1721 Ceylon Black Robin, 5’axj«j/ojdxx Jy/iaata (Lesson) . . 

1722 Rock Thrush, Manrixo/a xaAra/i/tx (Linnaeus) .. .. .. .. . 

1 723 Bluehcadcd Rock Thrush, Montieola dnclorhynchus (Vigors) , . 

1 724 Chcstnutbcilied Rock Thrush, Montieola rufiventris (Jardine & Selby) 

1 725 Iranian Blue Rock Thrush, Montieola soUtarius longirosiris (Blyth) . . 

1 726 Indian Blue Rock Thrush, Montieola solitarius pandoo (Sykes) » . . . 

1727 Ceylon 'SMiistling Thrush, A^rc^Aamxx A/jf At (Holdsworth) . . 

1728 Malabar A Vhistling Thrmh, i^^'o^Aamix Aarx/trWti (Vigors) . . 

1729 Himalayan WhisllingThrush, Myiophonus caeruleus temmncfdi 

(Vigors) 

1730 Burmese Whistling Thrush, caxru/xux n/^xnri (Hume) 

1731 Pied Ground Thrush, irarJit (Blyth) .. .. , 

1732 WTuiebrowed Ground Thrush, Z^lkera sibirica sihirica (Pallas) 

1 733 Orangcheaded Ground Thrush, .^aotA/ra eitrina citrina (Latham) . . 

! 734 Whitethroated Ground Thrush, .^ootAxra citrina xyanotus (Jardine 

& Selby) 

1735 Andaman Grounc .* — • x /\v-’dcn) . . 

1736 Nicobar Ground ' ■ 

1737 Spottedwinged Gr ■ , . •• 

1738 Western Plainbacked Mountain Thrush, Z<x^tkera mollissima uhiU’ 

htadi (Baker) , . , - - 

1739 Eastern Plainbacked Mountain Thrush, Zvothera mollisnma mollis- 

sitna (Blyth) .» .. .. •• 

1740 Longtailcd iNfountain Thrush, ^oatArra du-twrt (Scebohm) .. 
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1741 SmallbiUed Mountain Thrush, .^MtAfrfl dama daum (Latham) 

1742 Nilgiri Thrush, Zo^dma dauma neilghmiensis (Blyth) 

1 743 Ceylon Scaly Thrxish, Z^diera dauma imbricata Layard 

1744 Golden Thrush, .^(jotAxffl dauma flurra (Holandre) .. 

1 745 Large Browm Thmsb, Z^dtera montieola montieola Vigors . • 


Tickell’s Thrush, Tvrdus vnieolor Tickell 


Kessler’s Thrush, Turdus kessleri Przcvalski 
Fca’s Thrush, Turdux feai (Salvadori) 

Dark Thrush, Turdus obscurus Gmelln 


Redwing, Turdus iltaxux Linnaeus . . • • , 

Missel Thiush, Turdus rtxnWux honaparUx Cahatixs 

Family troclodytidae : Wrens 


Family cinceidae: Dippers 


ireasted Dipper, Cinclus cinelus eashmerxensis Gouia_ ; • 
, W^Jt^-hri-a^trd Dioocr. CiWux «Wux /rixua/xAii 


Family prunellidae: Accentors or * Hedge Sparrows 


(Moore) 


Family paridae: Tits or Titmice 
Subfamily parinae : True Tits 
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1 799 Grecnbackcd 'lit, Pams montieolus monticobu Vigon . . . . . . 174 

1800 Yellowbrcasicd Blue Tit, Ptfnu S^ertzov .. .. 17.6 

1800a Tien Shan Blue Tit, Paiuj ^mus tianscharkcus (Mcnzbier) . . . . 177 

1801 Blackbibbcd Tit, Penu (Bcrezov-ski & Bianchi) .. .. 177 

1802 Crtsted Black Tit, F<irtii Vigon . t. .. .. 178 

1803 Himalayan Coal Tit, Ppitf aiCT- Hodgson .. . .. 179 

1804 Simla Black Tit, Parw n/&W£wnfrir Blyth. . .. .. 180 

1805 Rufousbeliied. Crested Tit, PtfW raWd7c«nfm ru5^/rfnfnV BIj’th .. 182 

1806 Sikkim Black Tit, Pmia mitc/icenfm troroni (Jcrdon) .. 183 

l8Q6a Nagaland Black Tit, P«nu rufcidicentm teramcfit Ripley .. 184 

1807 Western Brown Crested Tit, p£tntf rficftrctt; Aenfrer (\NTiistlcr) .. 184 

1808 Eastern Brown Crested Tit, Ptfruj rfiVAfpiu dtcArowr Hodgson .. 185 

1809 Northern Yellowchecked Tit, Parus xanthoger^s xanihga^x Vigors . . * 186 

1810 Central India Yellowchecked Tit, PtfrwxantAogf^xe/lcfwtujBlyA .. ' 188 

1 8 1 1 Southern Yellowchecked 'lit, Pamf xanthoga^s fraToncoreensis (Whistler 

& Kinnear) .. .. .. .. •- .. 189 

1812 Himalayan Blackspottcd Yellow Tit, Pcnix spilonotus spilonobis 

Bonaparte .. .. .. .. •• .. •• 190 

1812a Burmese Blackspottcd Yellow Tit, Ptfrux x^'/oflofax JuArmifix Blyth .. 191 

1813 Simla YcUowbrcwed Tit, .yjr/n^flmx nwdcxfux xfmlexnxix Baker .. 192 

1814 Eastern Yellowbrowcd Tit, ^/rJ^anzx rnocfcxtox modfxfcix Burton .. 193 

Sublamily remxzxnae: Penduline Titmice 

1815 Western Firecapped Tit, Ctpkaloppvx fammiaps JlcTrmmeps (Burton) 195 

1816 Eastern Firecapped *111, Ctphalopjrus jiammtctps olixaceus Rothschild 197 

1817 Penduline Tit, PrTm'«y>r^a/mru rtmmafttx (Se\Trtzov) .. .. 198 

Subfamily aecithalinae : Longtailed 'ntmice 

1818 Western Redheaded 'Tit, dxgi/Aelox rtmrtnmtx iWa/cj ^aker) .. ' 200 

1819 Eastern Redheaded Tit, Aepikaloi eweimus ruhrieapilliu CTlcrfiurst) 202 

1820 hlanipur Redheaded Tit, Aegitkalos cendmms memiptirensis (Hume) . . 202 

1821 VSTiitecbeekcd 'Tit, Aegithalox Uucoga^s (Moore) 203 

1822 Whitethroated TTt, /IxgitAalox wVwi^anj (Gould) .. .. .. 204 

1823 Rufousfronted Tit, /Irgi/Ae/ox touxcAixfox louxcAixfox (Hodgson) .. 206 

Family sittidae: Nuthatches and Creepers 

Subfamily sittinae; Nuthatches 

1824 Kashmir Nuthatch, «/ro/iafa raxAmiroirix Brooks . . .. 208 

1825 Chinese Nuthatch, Sitta ruTojwfl montium La Touche .. 210 

1826 Naga Nuthatch, fwo/Kxee jwgamxtx Godwin- Austen .. 211 

1827 Western Chestnutbcllied Nuthatch, Sitta caxtanea elmoreu Kinnear Sc 

Whistler 212 

1828 Eastern Chestnutbcllied Nuthatch, •Sitta raxfaexa aertamar«itnx Blyth 213 

1829 Naga Chestnutbcllied Nuthatch, Sitta caxtanea Vaurie . . 215 

1830 PcninsiJar ChcstnutbelHed NuAatch, Sitta caxtanea caxtanea Lesson 215 

183 1 Eastern Ghats GhestnutbclUcd Nuthatch, Sitta caxtanea prateri ISTiist- 

ler & Kinnear .. • .. 216 

1832 Western Whitcchccked Nuthatch, 5it/a Irura^xix i«/ra/>xtx Gould .. 217 

1833 Eastern WTiitcfaccd Nuthatch, Sitta Iruro/xtxprz«ca/xjtii BerezoN-ski & 

Bianchi .. .. .. •• •• •• -• •• 219 

1834 Himala^'an "Whitctailed Nuthatch, Sitta kimalajenxis himalayenxxx 

Jardinc & Selby .. .. •• -• •• •• •• 219 

1835 Assam Whitctailcd Nuthatch, ^itta AimafiywiXM amtrafti Koelz .. 221 

1836 Eastern Rock Nuthatch, i'itta tx^Aranata t//Aranata Sharpe ♦. 222 

1837 Beautiful Nuthatch, Sitta fonraxa Blyth . . . . . . . . 223 

1838 Velvctfronted Nuthatch, •S'jtto frontalis frontalix Swainson . - . . 224 

Subfamily TtCHODROMADtNAE: Wall Creepers 

1839 Wall Creeper, TteAwfrema mararia nx^a/xnxix Bonaparte .. 226 

Subfamily salpornitinae: Spotted Creepers 

1840 Rajasthan Spotted Grey Creeper, Salpomis xpilenatus rajputanae 

R- & A. Meiaertzhagen 229 


1841 Indian Spotted Grey Creeper, Salpomis spilonotus spilonotus (Franklin) 229 
Family certhixdae: Tree Creepers 

1842 Kashmir Tree Creeper, Certhia familiaris hodgsoni Brooks .. .. 232 

1843 MandeIU*s Tree Cret^r, Certhia familiaris mandellii Brooks . . . . 233 

1844 Tibetan Tiw Creeper, Certlua familiaris khamenxis Bianchi . . . , 234 

1845 West Himala>*an Tree Creeper, Certhia himale^ana limes Meinertz- 

hagen 234 

1846 Tiurkcstan Tree Creeper, Certhia himajajana (ceniura Sevcrlzov . . 236 

1847 Himalayan Tree Creeper, CfrtAia Aimal<g-ana Axma/qj-ana Vigors .. 237 

1848 4Vest Nepal Tree Greqpcr, Certhia himalajana infima Ripley . . . . 237 

1849 Sikkim Tree Creeper, Cxr^ra dixfolar rfixcolar Bl>'th .. .. 238 

1850 Manipur Tree Creeper, Certhia discolor manipicrmxis Hume . . - . 239 

1851 Nepal Tree Creeper, CrriAta my)a/xnxix Blyth .. .. .. .. 240 

Family sxotacillxdae : Pipits and Wagtails 

1852 Indian Tree Pipit, Anthus kodgsoni hodgsoni Richmond . . . . 243 

1853 Siberian Tree Pipit, i4ntAux AodgxoTzijTmnenxTzxfx Uchida & Kuroda. . 245 

1854 European Tree Pipit, Anthus irivialis irivialis (Linnaeus) . . , . 246 

1855 \NTthcrby*s Tree Pipit, Anthus trivialis haringtoni 4NTthcrby . . . . 248 

1856 Meadow Pipit, ^xAux PfflXxnxtx (Linnaeus) .. .. .. .. 250 

1857 Richard*s Pipit, Anihus novaeseelandiae richardi VieiUot . . . . 251 

1858 Northwestern Paddyfield Pipit, Anthus novaeseelandiae xcaitei ^Vhistlc^ 252 

1859 Indian Paddj’ficld Pipit, Anihus novaeseelandiae rufidus Vldllot . . 253 

1860 Malay Paddyfield Pipit, Anthus novaeseelandiae mal^frixix Eyton . . 255 

• 1861 Tawny Pipit, il/iXAxix rflm/>xx/nx rarr^x/m (Linnaeus) .. .. 256 

1862 Siberian Taivny Pipit, AxtAiix ram/ixx/nx AaxtxcACTiAai Johansen .. 258 

1863 Blyth *s Pipit, Anthus godleu'skii (Taezanowki) . , . . . . 259 

1864 Redthroated Pipit, Anthus cervinus (Pallas) . . ' . . . . . . 260 

1865 Vinaceombrcasled Pipit, dnlAux roseaius Blyth . . . . . 261 

1866 Persian Rock Pipit, Antftus similis decaptus Meinertzhagen . . . . 263 

1667 Brown Rock Pipit, -4nfAxu xtjni/ixjrrdcni Finscb .. .. .. 265 

1868 Rufous Rock Pipit, Anthus similis xfrmVti jerdon . . . . . . 266 

1869 Kerala Rock Pipit, Anthus similis travancoriensis Riplcj* . . . . 267 

1870 Nilgiri Pipit, /biMax nt/gAmriixix Sharpe .. .. .. .. 267 

1871 Central Asian Water Pipit, Anthus spinoletia coutellii Audouin . . 269 

1872 Japanese Water Pipit, Anihus spinolettajapomcus Tcmminck & 

Scblcgel .. •. .• .. .. .. .. 270 

1873 Upland Pipit, dntAux ^hcmix (Hodgson) 271 

1874 Forest Wagtail, Moiacilla tndica Gmelin . . . . . . , . 273 

1875 Greyheaded Yellow Wagtail, A/oton7/a,^apa tAitfzAxr^* BUlbcrg .. 276 

1875a Short-tailed Greyheaded Yellow Wagtail, Motaeilla fava simillima 

• Hartert .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 277 

1876 Bluchcaded Yellow Wagtail, Motaeilla fava beema (Sykes) . . . . 278 

1877 Ycllowbackcd Wagtail, Moiacilla fava lutea (Gmelin) . . . . 279 

1878 Turkestan Blackheaded Wagtail, Motaeilla fava rmhsnogrisea 

(Homc>-cr) . . : . . . . . . 280 

1879 . kVhitdieaded Yellow \yagtail, Moiacilla fava leucccephala (Przcvalski) 280 

1880 Grccnhcaded Yellow Wagtail, A/o/flriWff toxranfl (Swinhoc) .. 281 

1881 Northern Yellowheaded Wagtail, A/btenV/a ri/rxo/ii ri/fxo/fl Pallas .. 282 

1882 Western Yellowheaded Wagtail, AfoXanV/ari/rro/a li-xrax (Buturlin) . . 283 

1883 Blackbacked Yellowhcaded Wagtail, Motaeilla citreola calcarata 

Hodgson . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 284 

1884 Grey Wagtail, Motaeilla caspica caspica (Gmelin) . . . . . . 285 

1885 Indian White Wagtail, Afo/aa7/a a/Aa AdAtmxnxix Sykes .. 288 

1886 Masked Wagtail, A/etan7/a a/Aa pxrxanafa Gould 291 

1887 Hodgsoni Pied Wagtail, Moiacilla alba alboides Hodgson . . . . 292 

1888 \Vbitcfaccd Pied Wagtail, Af£j/an7/a a/Aa /rtaa/Jxix Gould .. .. 293 

1889 Sireakc>'cd Pied \Vagtail, Motaeilla alba ocularis Swinboc . . . 294 

1890 Swinhoc's Pied Wagtail, Motaeilla alba baicalensis Swinhoc . . . . 295 

1891 Lax^c Pied IVagtail, Moiacilla maderospatensis Gmelin . . . . 296 
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Order PASSEXtiroRMES (conu) 

Family dicaeidae: Flowcrpeckers 
1892, 1894 Indian Thickbillcd Flowcrpecker, Dieaevm agile agile (Tickcll) 

1693 Ceylon TluckbmedFlowcrpecker,Z)iccrt/m agile z/7lonx7ux (Whistler) 

1895 YcUowi’cnted Flowcrpecker, Dicaeum chysorrheum ckiysochlore Bljth 

1896 YcUowbellied Flowcrpecker, Dicaeum melanoxanthum (BIjth) 

1897 Legge’s Flowcrpecker, Dicaram oVifxnx (Sclatcr) 

1898 OrangcbcUied Flowcrpecker, Dicaeum rrigwiox/igma rubrofygium 

Baker . . . . • ♦ • • • • • • • • 

1899 Tickcll’s Flowcrpecker, Dicaeum eiythrorhjnehos aythrorhjnchos 

(Latham) 

1900 Ceylon Small Flowcrpecker, Dicaeum eijthrorhjnckas c^lonense 

BabauU . . . . - • • • • • • • • ' 

1901 Pl^colourcd Flowcrpecker, Dicaeum concolor a/»rarrum ^\ alden 

1902 Nilgiri Flowcrpecker, Diraxam rawo/ar ranrolor Jerdon 

1903 Andaman Flowcrpecker, Dicaeum concolor^ virescens Hume . . 

1904 Scarletbackrf Flowcrpecker, Dicaeum enimtatum eruenlatum 

(Linnaeus) . . . . • • ■ • ♦ • • * / > 

1905 Firebreasted FJowerpccker, Dicaeum ignipectus ignipecius (Blyth) 

Family nectarinxidae; Sunbirds 

1906 Rubycheck, dnlArx/ifxxxin^aZrrmxniAinjgxntix (Baker) .. 

1907 Indian Purplenimped Simbird, Nectarinia Ziylomea sola (\^eilIot) 

1908 Ceylon Purplenimped Sunbird, Keclarinia z^lonica z^Ionica 

(Linnaeus) . . 

1909 Small Sunbird, Keetarinia minima (Sykes) 


1910 Van Hassclt’s Sunbird, Plectarinia sperata brasiliana (Gmelin) 

1911 Indian Maroonbreasted Sunbird, Xectarinia lotenia hindustanica 

(Whistler) * * • 

1912 Cej’lon Maroonbreasted Sunbird, J^^ctarinia lotenia htema (Linnaeus) 

1913 Andam^ Olivcbacked Sunbird, Plectarinia jugularis andamanica 

(Hume) . . . . • • • - • • • • / • • • 

1914 Nicobar Olivcbacked Sunbird, Mectariniajug^ris klossi (Richmond) 

1915 Car Nicobar Olivcbacked Sunbird, Htctarima jugularis proxelia 

(Obcrholser) 

1916 Sind Purple Sunbird, Xectarinia asiatica brevirostris Blanford 

1917 Indian Purple Sunbird, Mfctarinia asiatica asiatica (Latham) 

1918 Assam Purple Sunbird, AVftariniaoxiahcainfmnxdia (Hume).. 

1919 Mrs Gould’s Sunbird, dxXAaj^^agcmHtaegaaWtax (Vigors) .. 

1920 Manipur Ycllowbackcd Sunbird, Aethopyga govldiae ixolata Baker . . 

1921 Dabry’s Sunbird, dftAo^yga gottWtardaAiTii (yerreaux) 

1922 \Vcstcm Ycllowbackcd Sunbird, Aethopyga nipalensis horsfeldi (Bl)'th) 

1923 Nepal Ycllowbackcd Sunbird, Aethopyga nipalenxis nipalensis 

(Hodgson) 

1924 Eastern Ycllowbackcd Sunbird, n:>iZfrmx Aorizi Ripley' 

1925 Himala>'an Blackbreasted Sunbird, Aethopyga satarata saturata 

(Hodgson) 

1926 Assam Blackbrcasted Sunbird, Aethopyga xaturata assamenns 

(Mcaeliand) ' 

1927 Indian YcUowbacked Sunbird, Aethopyga siparaja seheriae CTickcU) . , 

1928 Assam YcUowbacked Simbird, Aethopyga siparaja labecula (Horsficld) 
9929 Vigots’s YcUowbacked Sunbird, Aethopyga siparaja eigorsii (Sykes) . . 
U29a Nicobar YcUowbacked Sunbird, Aethopyga siparaja nicoberica Hume 

1930 Firctailed YcUowbacked Sunbird, Aethopyga ignicauda igr.iccuda 

(Hodgson) 

1931 little Spiderbuntcr, Arcthalhera Icngiroxtris IcegiVcstrii (Latham) .. 

1932 Streaked Spiderhunter, ArechnoLhera megrjx megna (Hodgson) 
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FamUy zosteropidae: l\Tiite-eyes 

1933 Indian \Vhitc-eye, Z^sterops palpebrosa palpebrosa (Tcmminck) . . 57 

1934 Andhra White-eye, ^oxifro^j/>c/pfAroxaxfl/imah7 Whistler .. .. 59 

1935 NUgiri INTiite-cye, palpebrosa nilgiriensts Ticeburst . . . , 60 

1936 Nicobar WTiite-e^'c, Z'^^^ops palpebrosa mVoAarira Blyth . . . , 60 

1937 Ceylon WTiitc-c^’c, -Cox/xrc/>x cyfonmiix Holdsivorlh .. 61 

Family plocexdae: Weaver Birds 

Subfamily passerinae : House and Rock Sparrows 

1938 Indian House Sparrow, Passer domestieus tWimr Jar Hin e & Selhy .. 63 

1939 Kashmir House Sparrow, Passer domestieus parkini iVTustler . . 66 

1939a Turkestan House Sparrow, Passer domestieus Aoctrionus Zarudny 6: 

Kudashev . . . . . . 67 

1940 Spanish Sparrow', Pcxxrr Atxjbanw/xnjfx Irflnxfflj^icttxTschusi .. .. 68 

1941 Afghan Tree Sparrow, Passer montanus dilutus Richmond . . 70 

1942 Malay Tree Sparrow', Pcxxrr m£m/cnux.ma/flrrCTixtx Dubois .. .. 71 

1943 Tibetan Tree Sparrow, Prxsser monfermx tibetanus Baker . . . . 72 

1944 Mishmi Tree Sparrow, Passer monXcntix kepatieus Ripley* . . . . 73 

1945 Sind Jungle Sparrow, Paxxxr^^Aorwfax Blyth 73 

1946 Him^ayan Cinnamon Tree Sparrow, Passer rutilans cirjiamomeus 

(Gould) . . » . . . , . . . . . . . . . 75 

1947 Yunnan Cinnamon Tree Sparrow, PflxxxrruliiaRxxnXfnxxor Rothschild 77 

1947a Afgh?” « — '**' . 77 

1948 Sind' - ■ . 73 

1949 India * • 

(Burton) 80 

1950 Rock Sparrow, Pxfr^io petronia intermedia Hartert 81 

[1951 Pallas’s Snow Finch. Montifringilla niealis alpieoln (Pall.-«)} .. .. 83 

1952 Tibet Snow Finch, Montifringilla edamsi adamsi Adams . . . . 83 

1953 Mandelli’s Snow F’’ *” _ 3^ 

1954 Rednecked Snow 1 " ■ .... 85 

1955 Blanfotd’s Snow F ' * lumc . . 85 

1956 PArc David’s Snov . * ' • (Sushkin) 86 

Subfamily ploceinac: Weaver Birds, Bayas 

1957 Indian Baya, P/o««x^At7j^^max/Ai7/A///wx (Linn&eus) .. .. 88 

1958 Travancore Bay-a, Plocrus pkilippinus travarzoreensis Whistler . . 92 

1959 Eastern Baj’a, F/Pfxux Aurm^micax Ticchurst .. 93 

1960 Finn’s Baya, Ploceus megarkymehus megcrhynchus Hume . . . . 94 

19603 Eastern Finn’s Ba>’a, Ploceus megarlynchus salimalii Abdulali . . 96 

1961 Blackthroated Weaver Bird, Ploceus bengkalensis (Linnaeus) .. 96 

1962 Indian Streaked Weaver Birf, Ploceus manyar faviceps Lesson . . 98 

1 963 Burmese Streaked Weaver Bird, Plocras maryar peguensis Baker . . 101 

Subfamily estrilpin'Ae : Avadavat, Munias 

1964 Red Munia or Ai*adavat, ExCrxiii cnemfara (Linnaeus) .. 101 

1965 Green Munia,£xrri4i:yc?T77»je (Latham) 103 

1966 Whitethroated Munta, LcrifAara ma/aAcnVa mjZcAcriffl (Linnaeus) .. 105 

1967 ^MiitebactcdMunia,Lo/:rA:rraxtrictecruticeuifc(Hodgson) .. .. 107 

1968 Southern ^^'hitcfaaci:cd Munia, LcnrAtra xfriefa xtrijfa (Linnaeus) .. 108 

1969 Andaman ^^'hitebacked Munia, IrTyAarcxtriafa/umf^ctj (Walden). . 110 

1970 Nicobar ^\’hitebackcd Munia, ZxferAOTCx/riaX^ijretfXrwtx (Hume) .. 110 

1971,1972 Jerdon *s Rufousbellied Afunia, Lenchurc k^IcsTji jrrdcri (Htymp) 111 

1973 Cej’Ioti Hill Munia, ZenrAsra ^/cerff Lr/ecrfi (Jerdon) .. .. 112 

1974 Indian Spotted Munia, LcerAffra/aer/idcfa/ariffc/laXj (Linnaeus) .. 1 13 

1975 Burmese Spotted Munia, Lerxhura punciuleia rjiurAulala (Godwin- 

Austen) 115 
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1976 Nepal Blackheaded Munia, maZafftx raircm^w (Hodgson) .. 116 

1977 Eastern Blackheaded Munia, Lowhura matacca atricapilla (VieUlot) . . 117 

1978 Southern Blackheaded Munia, Lonchxtra maleua malaeea (Linnaeus) 118 

1978a Java Sparrow, Pad<£s op'ziww’fl (Linnaeus) .. .. .. .. 119 

Family fringillidae: Finches 
Subfamily fringillinae : CbafEnches 

^ 1979 ChaiBnch, Linnaeus 121 

1980 Brambling, PHn^7/a Linnaeus .. .. .. .. 122 

Subfamily carduelinae; Goldfinches and Allies 

1981 a&Vfiiatixy CoccothramUs coccofhratxsUs humii SYiSiXpc .. > .. 123 

1982 Black-and-YcUow Grosbeak, tf/motdM (Vigors) .. 124 

1983 ■ Allied Grosbeak, <^nw (Blyth) .. .. .. 126 

1 984 Persian Whitewing^ Grosbeak> Mycenbas eamipts speevligetus 

(Brandt) . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • 128 

1985 Himalayan Whitewinged Grosbeak, Mycnobas eamipts carnipts 

(Hodgson) 129 

1986 't- 'Hodgson) .. 130 

1987 ‘ ■ ... ,wski .. .. 133 

1988 (■ . ' • * (Gloger) .. 134 

1 989 Greyheaded Goldfinch, Cardutlis carduelis eamceps Vigors . . . . 135 

1990 Himalayan Greenfinch, Vigors .. 136 

1991 Tihttan Gtctnfinch, Carduelis spinoides taytori (Kinncar) .. .. 138 

1992 Mt Victoria Greenfech, Cflrdur/w Anhn'fAi Stresemann .. 139 

1993 Tibetan Siskin, Ccrditf/ir lAiirlamj (Hume) .. .. .. .. 139 

1994 Eastern Linnet, cflrrrwijrta (Brehm) 141 

1995 Stoliezka's Twite, Acanihis Jlamnstris montanelUt (Hume) . . . , 142 

1996 Tibetan Twite, Aeanthis fiavirostrU nfostrigata (Walton) . . . . 143 

1997 Redbrowed Finch, iuftom -(Gould) 145 

1998 Goldfronted Finch, 5mnuf^un7/iif (Pallas) .. .. ‘ .. 146 

1999 Western Plaincoloured Mountain Finch, Leucosticte nemorieola altaica 

(Eversmann) .. .. .. .. .. .. 148' 

2000 Eastern Plaincoloured Mountmn Finch, Leucosticte nemorieola 

nemorieola (Hodgion) .. .. .. .. •• •• 150 

2001 Brandt’s Mountain Finch, Leucosticte brandti brandti Bonaparte . . 151 

2002 Pamirs Mountain Finch, Leucosticte brandti pamirensis Severtaov . . 152 

2003, 2004 Himalayan Motmcain Finch, Leucosticte brandti haematopygia 

(Gould) .. 153 

2005 Kun Lim Mountain Finch, Leucosticte brandti pallidior'Bi&nchi . . 154 

2006 Trumpeter Bullfinch, Rhodopechys githaginea erassirostris (Blylh) . . 155 

2007 Mongolian Desert Finch, Rhodopechys mongoliea (Swinhoe) . . . . 156 

2008 Lichtenstein’s Desert Finch, Rhodopechys obsoleta (Lichtenstein) . 158 

2009 Crimsonwinged Desert Finch, (Gould) 159 

2010 Turkestan Rosefinch, Carpodaeus etythrinus ferghanensis (Kozlova) 163 

2011 Indian Rosefinch, roxrdtur -(Blyth) .. .. 164 

2012 Caucasus Rosefinch, Carpodaeus eiythrinus kvbaneruis Laubmann .. 166 

2013 Common Rosefinch or Scarlet Grosbeak, Carpodaeus eiythrinus 

erytAnhur (Pallas) .. .. .. .. .. .. 166 

2014 Garhwal Dark Rosefinch, ni^/rrutf (Whistler) .. 167 

2015 Nepal Dark Rosefinch, nt^e/mrix ni^d/rruts (Hodgson) .. 168 

2016 Blanford’s Rosefinch, Carpodaeus rubescens (Blanford) .. 169 
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2017 Pinkbrowed Rosefinch, Carpodaeus rkodockrous (Vigors) .. 

2017a VinaccousRoscfinch,Cdr/>o<iimpinarm«narmxVcrreaux .. 

2018 Redmantled Rosefinch, Carpodaeus rhodoehlamys gremdis Blyth 

2019 Spottedwinged Rosefinch, Carpodaeus rhodopeplus rhodopeplus (Vigors) 

2020 I^hmir ^Vhitcbro^vcd Rosefinch, Carpodaeus thura blythi (Biddulph) 

2021 Sikkim Whitebrowed Rosefinch, Carpodaeus thura thura Bonaparte Sc 

Schlegel 

2022 Yunnan Whitebrowed Rosefinch, Carpodaeus thura femininus Rippon 

2023 Himalayan Beautiful Rosefinch, Carpodaeus pulckerrimus pulchnrirmis 

(Moore) 

2024 Tibet Beau^ul Rosefinch, Carpodaeus pulchrnimus walUmi (Sharpe) . , 

2025 Sikkim Large Rosefinch, Carpodaeus edwardsii rubieunda (Greenway) . , 

2026 ■“Threcbanded Rosefinch, Carpodarur fri/oroafur Vcrtcaux ». 

2027 Great Rosefinch, Carpodaeus rvbieilla severtzovi Sharpe 

2028 Eastern Great Rosefinch, Carpodaeus rubicilloides liuifer R. & A. 

Meinertzhagen 

2029 Kun Lun Redbreasted Rosefinch, Carpodaetu puniceus kilianensis 

Vaurie ... 

2030 Western Redbreasted Rosefinch, Carpodaeus pwxieeus humii (Sharpe) . . 

203 1 Eastern Redbreasted Rosefinch, Carpodaeus puniceus punieeus (Blyth) . . 

2032 Crossbill, Loxia curpirosira himalayensis Blyth 

2033 Redheaded Rosefinch, Pro^yrrAii/a xuWimdrAdla (Hodgson) .. 

2034 Scarlet Finch, Hacmatospiza sipahi (Hodgson) 

2035 Goldheaded Black Finch, Pyrrhopleetes epaulelta (Hodgson) . . 

2036 Nepal Brown Bullfinch, Pyrrhula nipalensis nipalensis Hodgson 

2037 Chinese Brown Bullfinch, Pyrrhula nipalensis rieketti La Touche . . 

2038 Beavan’s Bullfinch, Pyrrhula eiythaea eiylhaca Blyth 

2039 Redheaded Bullfinch, Pyrrhula erythroeephala Vigors . . 

2040 Orange Bullfinch, Pyrrhula auranliaca Gould . . 
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Family eubej^izidae: Buntings 

2041 Com Bunting, Emberiza calandra Linnaeus . . . . . . . . 205 

2042 Pine Bunting, Emberiza leucocephala leucocephala S. G. Gmelin . . 206 

2043 Blackheaded Bunting, Emberiza melanoeephala ScopoU . . . . 207 

2044 T > ->•^<•..-'>-.-1 T >-— ^ ^ 209 

2045 • - . • ■ • !! !,' i ! 211 

2046 ola Pallas .. .. 213 

2047 Blackfaccd Bunting, xordiWa Blyth .. .. 215 

\ 2048 Whitecapped Bunting, Em5rrira (Blyth) .. .. ' 216 

2049 Ortolan Bunting, Emimio Aof/u/arw Linnaeus .. .. 219 

2050 Grcyneckcd Bunting, Em5mt:a fcurAana/jf 5uria«an» Blyth .. .. 219 

205 1 Transcaspian Rock Bunting, Emberiza da par Hartcrt . . . . 222 

2052 Himalayan Rock Bimting, Emberiza da straeheyi Moore . . . . 223 

2053 Tibetan Rock Bunting, Emberiza da khamensis Sushkln . . . . 224 

2054 Yunnan Rock Bunting, Emberiza dayunnanensis Sharpe , . . . 225 

2055 Indian Greyheaded Bunting, Emberiza fueata arcuata Sharpe . . 225 

2055a Amur Greyheaded Bunting, Emberiza fueata fueata Pallas . . . . 227 

2056 Little Bunting, Emberiza pusilla Pallas’ . . 228 
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LIST OF PLATES 

Drawings by John Henr)' Dick 


PUtel 

1 CcriflcrrticB, BLickthroatcdDi\-cr(l) 

2 Gcria suUatCy Rcdlhroalcd Div’cr (2) 

3 Great Crested Grebe (3) 

4 Ferftf^JRtSrire/Zij, Blackneckcd Grebe (4) 

5 Rednecked Grebe (3a) 

6 Podiaps rajxcellis. Little Grebe (5) 

7 Masked Finfool (351) 


PU£c2 

1 Ocasdtts cceaaais, Wilson’s Storm Petrel ( 1 4) 

2 Ofrcnosfrw-ui Leach's, or Forktailed Storm 
Petrel (16) 

3 OctenadTvrna matsuiaiTce^ Matsudaira’s Storm Petrel (SE) 

4 Frf 2 r.'tarn>^, Dusk>-\*entedSlormPctrel(!5) 

5 Balzctria balwrrii^ Bulwcr's Gadfly Petrel (13b) 

6 FB/uma/c/i(ix,Jouanin*sGadny*Petrel (13a) 

7 Pncelleris pasijica. Wedgetailed Shearwater (9) 

8 Frocrflaria r<tT7iH>>es, Pinkfooted Shearv%*atcr (8) 

9 Pncrllcria traarorhir, Shprt-tailcd Shcan\-aier (SE) 

10 Ccicwfr£ji«armr/aj, Streaked Shcarvk-atcr(SE) 

1 1 Fr/ii 5 <k£fffff-ji rvmria, WTiitcfaced Storm Petrel (SE) 

12 Cape Petrel (6) 

13 Audubon’s Shcarvkatcr(U) 


Plate 3 

1 Fe/rtr7niiF^:7i/>^y7mj,‘Spottedbilled Pelican (21) 

2 Ptlncrm e-vxTttalas^ Rosy or White Pelican (20) 

3 ssp rrisp'ji of2i, Dalmatian Pelican (22) 

4 Frr^atecrir/, Least Frigate Bird (32) 

5 FrrgaM«tJKrr,LcsserFrigateBird (31) 

6 Phoadconeias mvzar^ Lesser Flamingo (74) 

7 Pkoenicoptms rornu. Flamingo (73) 

8 Cipsu rr^Riu, ^Vhoope^ Svi-an ( 86 ) 

9 Mute Swan (87) 

10 ssp 4ea^db‘iof86, Bc%%-ick*sSwan (84) 


Plate 4 

1 Pkaleerocvrax carlo. Cormorant { 26) 

2 PhalecTocerax JuicicoUis^ Indian Shag (27) 

3 Phalcmcorax rsxgrr. Little Cormorant (28) 

4 PkalacTonrax fngrrjzrus, P>'gm> Cormorant (28a) 

5 AnAm^a ru/a. Darter (29) 

6 Fo/aamijtrWam, Bittern (59) 

7 Egretta ger^eita, Little Egret (49) 

8 GarsarAtsj melaKolepkas, Mala> or Tiger Bittern (53) 

9 Pond Heron or Padd\bird (42) 

10 AV^iforax rrffuwax. Night Heron (52) 


Plate 5 

1 Pk&etkon rairfrtiuA, Redtailed Tropic*Bird ( 18) 

2 Pkaethon aelherms, RedbUled -(or Short-tailed) Tropic-Bird 

( 17 ) 

3 Svla dac^taira. Masked Boobv (23) 

4 Phaetkon leplurus. Longtailed Tropic-Bird (19) 

5 Stile sulsy Redfooted B^by (24) 

6 Sata IcticogasteTy Bro\>Ti Booby (25) 


Plate 6 

1 Balariiiis ftnafur, Little Green Heron (38) 

2 .IrJoi Giant Heron (34) 

t Ardea tnjumt. Great Whiiebellicd Heron (33) 
t Grr\ Hrn)n {36) 

5 Atdtii parpaifu, Pur))le Heron t37) 

6 Ardfrda Talloida. Sqiracco Heron (SE) 

7 Atdfcla /w7ffA«r. CHiinese Pond Heron (43) 

8 Pond Heron or Padd'bird (42) 

9 liotiTTckui aRTuino^i/Uf. Chestnut Bittern (56) 

10 /ipfcnrAtiJiinmjn. Ye!loN% Bittern (57) 

1 1 ixobnekus ninvtsis, Litilr Hittent (55) 

12 irobnektis JlacuMln. BKick Bittern (58) 

13 BolauhissUllfim, Bittern (59) 

1 1 XrchcoTdx mclicvrax. Night Heron (52) 

15 Gorsarhiui meUnolc*hu». Malax iirTiger Bittern (53) 


Plate 7 

1 fXrdra alba. Large Egret ' 161 

2 E*jftta intermcdta. Smaller Egret (47) 

3 EgTetta garzclto. Little Egret *491 

4 Efrrt/-? Zk^aru. Indian Ret-f Heron (50) 

5 F»(£/</rai fAu, Cattle Egret (441 

b r»'no /VHrperrrt*:a!. Sibenan Crane (325) 

• 7 Gnii Cfl/icene. Sams Crane (323) 

R nr"o. Demoiselle Crane (3261 

9 6‘rai Rignccllu. Blacknecked Crane (321) 

10 Ccriena.CTommon Crane (320) 

1 1 Gnu-rtonacka, Hoixlcd Crane ( 322) 


Plate 8 

1 Ephippwrhn- hs\ tnia/iroi. Blacknecked Stork (66) 

2 .l/rr/en« lru(Txrphala, Painted Stork ((>0) 

3 Cifp’tiennjuw, WhiteStork (63) 

\ CrVoBifl c**rrt. Black Stork (65' 

5 .lRar(p*eB» 4)peiibill Stork (61 1 

6 CiasKta rpt\rcf'j\. Whilenecked Stork (62) 

7 P\fkdtbt\ pjpiUf'^a, Black Uiis (70) 

R /V<4'f/rrt /erf. vn'i/irt. Spoonbill (72) 

Plrz'dn Ibis (71) 

10 l.r;>ic^’!'los dtihitis, .\\.\]u\an\ (67) 

1 1 acth-fpica. White Ibis (69) 

12 lyp‘€fti{‘'\ fai-cr:rttt, l^esscr Adjutant (68) 


Plate 9 

1 Acar//cfTTAT«AflJ, Mallard (KXl) 

2 .4Rarcraie, Pintail (93) 

3 Attar/wri/erArT^Aa.SpotbiU Duck (97) 

4 Anar Wigeon (103) 

5 Ae^gii'Am^w,Gre)-Tcal{96) 

6 - 4 n^e/^cta,Sho\*cllcr( 105 ) 

7 Anar/omora, Baikal Teal (95) 

8 .Ucmarowfla cj^arh'rwfm. Marbled Teal (92) 

9 Arias mete. Common Teal (94) 

10 Altai ysrripfftfa/a,Garganc>‘(ID4) 

11 ARaiJa!«ita^-FalcatcdTeal(l02) 

12 Aeai j/rr/<TJ, GadH*all (lOI) * 


Plate 10 . 

(Ducks in flight) 

1 Anal ^/ahTrAmeftor, Mallard LIOO) 

2 Altai antta. Pintail (93) 

3 Altar /wri/orAntrAa, Spolbill Duck (97) 

4 filial pfrAepe, Wigeon ( 103) 

5 Anai/iAienyie.ii,'Gre\’Teal (96) 

6 Altai rfr/vafa.Shoxtllcr (105) 

7 Altai fomasa, BaikalTeal (95) 

8 A/amanwrl/aaitfiah'rDilm, Marbled Teal (92) 

9 Altai fnrra. Common Teal (M) 

10 Anai ^jerya/ifa/a, Gargane>* (104) 

U Anai/a/oita, Falcated Teal (102) 

12 Anal i/nrprra, Gadwall (ion 


PUtell 

1 Tedoma Ruddy Shelduck (90) 

2 Taifuma taiemta. Common Shelduck (91) 

3 Dertrfro^^fita bicolor. Large Whistling Teal (89) 

4 DmrfrBCTgMjartrMfa, L<^er\MiisUingTcalorTrec Duck 

( 88 ) 

5 Xctia Ttifina, Rcdcrcstcd Pochaid (107) 

6 Ajt^/m«a, Common Pochard (108) 

8 Aj/ATar:anYa,ScaupDuck(ll2) 

9 Aj/A'I iaerf, Baer's Pochard (110) 

10 ArlAra irrnjca, \\*hitc~c\cd Podtard or Femiginous Duck 
<i09) 

11 3/«5ttia/Ae//B;, Smew (119) 

12 Xttlaptis cDrr7;arui»/iaKttr, Cotton Teal or Quackx’-Duck 

(114) . 

13 Rhodonessa cemphUetta, Pinkheided Duck (106) 


Plate 12 

1 Oxmra leaeocepkale, Whitcheaded Stifltailed Duck ( 1 23) 

2 Bucepkcla rfeitpi/c, Goldcnev e Duck (118) 

3 ''' ’ '* OIdSquaxvDuck(n7) 

4/‘' . . • r Common Merganser 

5 Sarhdiomu rRflanotos, Comb Duck (U5) 

6 Cajmta iraftf/ata, WWtcvdnged Wood Duck (116) 

7 Frcafar^iroWti, Siberian Redbrcasted(3oose (75) 

8 .liyermt.Arpfai, Lesser Whitcrronied Goose (^) 

9 .iRier faielis. Bean Goose (76) 

10 .Injirc/Ai/rorj, W'hitefronicdGoose (79) 

11 Aiwa cairr,Gre> lag Goose (81) 

12 AiueriRijctti, Barheaded Goose (82) 


Plate IS 
(Ducks in flight) 

1 Tadomeffrrdginea, Ruddy Shelduck (90) 

2 Fd:/<jnta*ci/oT7ai,CommonShelduck(9l) 

3 Doidrocsgrji bicolor. Large Whistling Tea! (89) 

4 DcTjiTocTgrjjjavar.ica, Lesser WTiistling Teal or Tree Duck 

( 88 ) 

5 Xftta Ttifinc, Redcrcsted Pochard (107) 

6 ArtAraJmsa, Common Pochard (103) 

7 -W/Aa^/i<;a/a, Tufted Duck (1 1 1) 

8 Ar/Aa mrsoi, Whiic-excd Podiardor Ferruginous Duck 
(i09) 

9 ATtATarian/a.Sc3upDuck(ll2) 

10 3f<TguJc/i‘f//iu, Smexv (119) 

1 1 AIctzus nfT^CTtjrr, Goosander or Common Merganser 

(I2i) 

12 XetlaptiJ frrcr:cRiff/ia?no, Cotton Teal or Quackx -Duck 
(1141 

13 OjnTfM ievcocrphala, WhitclieadedSufTiailed Duck (123) 


Plate 14 

1 Haliscrtxis Incrgasler, Whiiebellied Sea Eagle ( 1 73) 

2 Ickthrcphaga irAMTcr/ai, Grrvheaded n>hing Eagle (175) 

3 IckihTOphSs.a acaa, Himalax'an Grrx headed Fishing Eagle 
(177) 

4 7/c/iJir/aj c/3ifx//j, \MiiietaiIed Eagle (172a) 

5 Hahaettsi lesttrypkus, Pallas’s Fishing Eagle (174) 

6 Fasi/ieix Afi/ie/ftu, Osprrx (203) 

7 sspgorisi/tf of 132, Pariah Kite ( 133) 

8 3f;/.-iu nifrc-ti. Black Kite (I32i 

9 ssp lineetus ori32, Blackeared or Large 
Indian Kite (134) 

10 A/x/ntJ nt/no. Red Kite (131) 

1 1 Haltashir tadts, Brahminx Kile 1 1 35) 

12 Cirnu nr/d^of/sroi. Pied Harrier (l92i 

13 Cirrai rjarrosntr. Pale Harrier (190) 

14 Cirrsj eertiginastis. Marsh Harrier (193) 


Plate 15 

(Kites and Eagles in flight) 

1 .Wi/rairtittw, Red lute (131) 

2 ssp /inrafai of 132, Blackcared Or Large Indian Kile 
(134) 

3 sspgorr:iaofl32,PariahKiie(133) 

4 d/i/rturtfgroy. Black Kite (132) 

5 Ichthopkage itaiu, Himala>‘an Greyheaded Fishing Eagle 
(177) 

7 . - . f ■ 

8 ■ . 

9 ■ • ■ ' . . ■ . . ■ 


Plate 16 


2 / .. . 

3 ^ ■ . ■ ■■■ ■ '• 

4 Gi^sbwKntj, Indian Longbilled Vulture (182) 
5 *CtPi Jtiltas, Griffon Vulture (180) 

g ..a... 

7 ' • " * ■ '. 

8 ' • ■ 


PUte 17 

(Kites, Vultures and Eagles in flight) 

1 ,Ui7rui ragrcai^criitdi!. Pariah Kile (133) 

2 //a/taiteroiiti, Brahminy Kite (135) 

3 Miltas rtilras. Red Kite (131) 

4 percnotitens, Eg>'ptian or ScavTnger Vulture' 
(186) 

5 Hirrfii/faiFonafai, Booted Haxx'k-Eaglc (164) 

6 G^^ftuAarf/Uai, Bearded V’ullurc or Lammcrgeier 



9 f.' ■ ■ f 

10 (^i_/ii/rai, Griffon Vulture (180) 

1 1 ber.gelnisis, Indian 4S’hilebacked Vulture (185) 

12 Cj^s indxctis, Indian Longbilled Vulture (182) 

Plate 18 

(N^uliures in flight) 

I A’fe^Arrn pemupUjus, Egs-plian or Scaxxnger Vulture ( 1 86) 

0 17. V-’*urcorLammergcier(l88) 

3 f ‘ uUurc(l79) 

4 ' fc Vulture (178) 

5 Ot^'I tergalmns, Inuian \\ iiiieuackcd Vulture (485) 

6 Ct/'I Airut/^oiriiv Himalayan Griffon (181) 

7 Crps irJicaSy Indian Longbtlled Vulture (182) 

8 Cjps fitlns, Griffon Vulture ( 1 80) • 

Plate 19 

(Harriers in flight) 

1 Cirrtti ncnmi, Hen-Harrier (189) 

2 Cimtinxmanu, Pale Harrier (190) 

3 Ctimr ^geigtti, Montagu’s Harrier (191) 

4 Ctrrai nz/auc/nifoi. Pied Harrier (192) 

5 Cimu cfTBgiJww, Marsh Harrier (193) 

6 sspi/»i/cajfaiof 193, (Eastern) Marsh Harrieror 
Striped Ilarrier (194) 

Plate 20 

1 Hieraarttis fesdatas, Bonelli's Eagle (163) 

2 //ifrcs//Bi/wrfiftij, Booled Haxxk-Eagle (164) 

3 Hirrccetas kierrerii, Rufousbellied Haxxk-^gle ( 165) 

4 Spizaettis mpalcTUu, Hodgson's Haxxk-Eagle (158) 

5 ssp /in«air/«iori61. Changeable Haxxk-Ea^c (160) 

6 S’/'ica/IttiriirAetai.CrcstedHawk-Eaglc (161) 

7 CiTToetus gellints,Shon-iocd Eagle (195) 

8 Spilonuj ck/ele. Crested Serpent Eagle ( 196) 

9 sspdarueiu ori96, Andaman Pale Serpent Eagle 

( 200 ) 

10 55pr«Birauori96, Nicobar Crested Serpent Eagle 
(201) 

1 1 S^tYonjtr klosn. Great Nicobar Serpent Eagle (202) 

12 Spilornis elgist, Andaman Dark Serpent Eagle (202a) 

Plate 21 

(Raptors in flight) 

1 Pendiojx kaliectas, Osprex’ (203) 

2 rr-p---p*-- /iCTX 

3 ' • ■ - , . 

4 ■ * ■ ■ ■ 

5 ! ,■''* , (202) 

6 5'^:/en:ti elgtni, Andaman Dark Serpent Eagle (20ii) 

7 S^iiorhirrirrkcha.Crested Haxx-k-Eaglt (161) 

8 Ar:rfdajf7dl’?:i, Blxih’s Baza (125) 

9 ssp /imtcertai of 161, Changeable Havxk-Eaglc (IW) 

10 Hodgson's Haxxk-Eagle (158) 

Plate 22 

1 Elerau eaeralcas. Black vtinged Kite ( 1 24) 

2 Ancrda leapkptes, Blackcrestcd Baza (127) 

3 Anrr^a jm/asi, Blx th’s Baza ( 125) 

4 Arri^tYerAa^fau. Shikr3(l39) 

5 Am/'iter fTTnrgatei, Crested Goshawk (I44i 

6 .lcc:pitnsalt>eruis, Horsfield’s Goshawk (143) 

7 ssp Aa.'/m of 1 39, Car Nicobar Shikra (141) 

8 .lmC:/rr rirgeUs besre, Besra Sparrow -Haxt k ( 1 5 1 ) 

9 .lfn/*itrrr:igfl/t5 ?s/cr£i. Eastern Besra Sparrow-Hawk 
(152) 

10 .4m/'ftergn:f:/u, Goshawk (136) 

1 1 Am/itcf uiiairtiwjt-rihV.Sparroxx-Haxsk (147) 

12 Amfi/rrituai rtr/cirAzitai. Sparrow-Hawk (148; 
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Plate 2S 

(Raptors in flight) 

1 Avictda leuphota, Blackcrested Baza (127) 

2 AvkeJajerdoni, Blyth’s Baza (125) 

3 r».. . ... , n* ; • ,1 

4 ■ 

5 ■ . ■ , ■ . , 

6 ilrn^i/rrw/orjmj, Horsfield’s Goshawk (143) 

7 Acdpiter virgatus pularis. Eastern Besra Sparrow-Hawk 
(152) 

8 ssp Ai/tlm of 139, Car Nicobar Shikra (141) 

9 Acdpiter virgatus besra, Besra Sparrow-Hawk (151) 

10 i4cri^/trrnijur, Sparrow-Hawk (148) 

1 1 Acdpiter gentilis, Goshawk ( 1 36) 


Plate 24 

1 Pemis ptilorhyncus, Honey Buzzard ( 1 30) 

2 Japanese Buzzard (156) 
.3 Buteo bu{eo vulpinus. Desert Buzzard (155) 

4 Buteo lagopus, Roughlegged Buzzard (SE) 

5 ButroAmi/anitr, Upland Buzzard (154) 

6 Buteo rufirms. Longlegged Buzzard (153) 

7 Typical buzzard flight style 


Plate 25 

(Kites, Buzzards and Eagles in flight) 

1 Pemis ptilorhyncus. Honey Buzzard (130) 

2 ^a//( 2 i/urtWur, Brahminy Kite (135) 

3 Butastur teesa. White-eyed Buzzard-Eagle (157) 

4 Buteo buteo vulpinus. Desert Buzzard ( 1 55) 

5 Buteo Japanese Buzzard (156) 

6 Typical buzzard flight style 

7 Buteo lagopus, Roughlcgg^ Buzzard (SE) 

8 Bu/eo Longlcggcd Buzzard (153) 

9 Buteo hemilasius. Upland Buzzard (154) 

10 Hieraaetus kienerii, Rufousbellied Hawk-Eagle (165) 

11 Hieraaetus pennatus. Booted Hawk-Eagle (164) 


' Plate 31 


J r- .. ^ .. ^ . . 

2 , 

3 , • ■ 

4 '' •• 

5 

6 . ' • 

7 ■ . . . 

8 .... 

9 ji)uoiupiuta lujoguiaiis, ivuiupsiiiiuaieu lijii i aiiriuue 
(270) 

10 sspiRtennet(taof270, (271) 

1 1 Gallopetdix spadicea. Red Spurfowl (275) 

1 2 Galloperdix bicalcarala, Ceylon Spurfowl (279) 

1 3 Galloperdix lunulata. Painted Spurfowl (278) 


Plate 32 

j •T'. T D.... I r\. :i mt‘i\ 

2 

3 ■ ■ 

4 

5 ■ • . 

6 

7 Perdicula erythrorhyncka. Painted Bush Quail (262) 

8 Cotumiz coromoR^e/tetf, Blackbreasted or Rain Quail (252) 

9 Perdicula manipurensis, Manipur Bush Quail (265) 

IQ ». — _j-t n.—i. /ft£n\ 

II' 

12 _ . • . , 

13 Ammoperdix griseogularis, Seesee Partridge (228) 

14 Leru-’d /enuu, Snow Partridge (227) 

" ■ " ■ ■ -"’4) 


IB MegapodiusJr^anet,Mcg!ipO(ic{2‘Iiy) 


Plate 33 

1 Pdoomrtdtuf, Common Peafowl (31 1) 

2 Pdro mut/rui, Burmese Peafowl (312) 


Plate 39 



6 ■ . . , 

7 Dromas ardeola. Crab Plover (434) 

8 Himantopus himantopus, Blackwinged Stilt (430) 

9 Numenius phaeopus, Whimbrel (385) 

10 Limosa limosoy Blacktailcd GodwU (389) 

1 1 Limosa lapponica, Bartail^d Godwit (391) 

1 2 Limnodromus semipalmatus, Snip^billed Godwit or Asian 
Dow’iicher (403) 

13 A^umen/ujdr^fltd, Curlew (388) 

14 BurAiRUJ oedicnemus. Stone Curlew (436) 

1 5 Esacus magnirostris, Great Slone Plover (437) 

16 Ibidorhyncha stTuthersii, Ibisbill (433) 


Plate 40 

--(383) 


8 Catidris minuta,' Little Stint (416) 

9 Ca/iWm trmmiRfAfi, Tcmminck’s Stint (417) 

10 Calidris subminuta, Longtoed Stint (418) 

1 1 Cfl/frfrif flfumina/d, Asian Pectoral Sandpiper (419) 

12 Cd//WriJt/'RUj>ojtr/j, Eastern Knot (413) 

13 Cfl/irfrijfdRutd, Knot (412) 

14 Calidris alpina. Dunlin (420) 

1 5 CaUdris lestacea, Curlew-Sandpiper (422) 

16 Limicola/alcinellus, Broadbilled Sandpiper (424) 

1 7 Phalaropus lobatus, Rednfecked Phalaropc (428) 

18 Eurynorhynchus pygmeus. Spoonbilled Sandpiper (423) 

19 Cd//rfm d/io, Sanderling (414) 
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Plate 26 



Plate 27 

(Eagles in flight) 

1 ' • 

2 ■ 

3 • • 

4 Aquila rapax nipalensis, Eastern Steppe Eagle ( 1 69) 

5 Aquila rapax vindhiana, Tawny Eagle (168) 

6 Aquila ch^saelos, Golden Eagle (166) 

7 Afui/d Ae/idCd, Imperial Eagle (167) 


Plate 28 

(Baza, Kites, Buzzards & Eagles in flight) 

1 Avictda leuphotes, Indian Blackcrested Baza (127) 

2 P'-- 

3 .. . . . ■ 

4 , 

5 

6 . 

7 • ■ . ■ 

8 ■ . ■ 

9 ... 

10 ■ . ■ 

11 

12 • • I • • . 


Plate 29 

1 Microhierax melanoleucos, Whiteleggcd Falconet (205) 

2 Microhierax caerulescens. Redbreasted Falconet (204) 

3 Butastur teesa, White-eyed Buzzard-Eagle (157) 

4 Fa/co naumannt, Lesser Kestrel (221) 

5 Falco vespertirms, Redlcgged Falcon (220) 

6 Falco tinnunru/uj, Kestrel (222) 

7 Ffl/coruAiutfd, Hobby (212) 

8 Falco chicquera. Redheaded Merlin (219) 

9 FaZcoco/umAariuj, Merlin (217) 

0 Fa/cojcrmu, Oriental Hobby (215) 

1 Fa/ojcdRCd/ar, Sooty Falcon (216) 

2 Falco peregriruisjaponensis. Peregrine Falcon (209) 

3 c-f— Qi — 1..._ i7„i- — /nin 

4 

5 . . . ' 

6 ... - . 

(206) 

7 Falco biarmicus milvipes, Shanghar Falcon (207) 

Plate 30 
(Falcons in flight) 

1 Microkierax melanoleucos, Whiteleggcd Falconet (205) 

2 Fa/« naionanni, Lesser Kestrel (22 1 ) 

3 AiiaokUrax ccuTulescens, Redbreasted Falconet (204) 

4 Falco tinnunculus. Kestrel (222) 

5 Falco vespertinus, Rcdlegg^ Falcon (220) 

6 Falwfo/umioriuj, Merlin (217) ^ 

7 Falco chicquera. Redheaded Merlin (219) 

8 Fa/cofonro/ar, Sooty Falcon (216) 

9 Fa/re jmvmr, Oriental Hobby (215) 

0 Falco subbuteo,Hohby {212) 

1 Falco biarmicus ckerrug, Saker or Cherrug (Lanner) Falcon 
(206) 

2 Falco peregrituis peregrinator, Shaheen Falcon (211) 

3 Falco peregrinusjaponensis. Peregrine Falcon (209) 

4 Falco biarmicus Jugger, Laggar Falcon (208) 


' Plate 34 

1 ' '285) 

2 • 286) 

3 ' ; ■ , 

4 Fra^opan femm/ncAit, Tcmminck’sTragopan (289) 

5 Tragopan blytkU, Blyth’s or GrcybclHed Tragopan (288) 

6 Lopfiophorus impejanus, Impeyan or Mdnal Pheasant (290) 

7 Lopkophorus sdateri, Sclater’s Monal (291) 

8 Ttlraogallus tibetarm, Tibetan Snowcock (229) 

9 Tetraogallus himalqyensis, Himalayan Snowcock (232) 

10 Cro«o/iti7on crorfo/Zi'/an, Eared Pheasant (292) 


Plate 35 

1 Pucrasia macrolopha, Koklas Pheasant (305) 

2 Catreus wallickn, Chir Pheasant (307) 

3 - .. PI. 

4 , 

5 

6 

7 Syrmaticushumiae, Mrs Hume’s Barrcdback Pheasant 
(308) 

8 Callus lafayettii, Ceylon Junglefowl (302) 

9 Ga//ujronnerdf«, Grey or Sonnerat’s Junglefowl (301) 
10 Polyplectron bicalcaratum, Peacock-Pheasant (310) 


Plate 36 

1 Rallus aquaticus. Water Rail (327) 

2 Rallus striatus, Biuebreasted Banded Rail (329) 

3 Rallina fasdata, Redlcgged Banded Crake (33 1 ) 

4 For^dna^anifl, Little Crake (335) 

5 Rallina eurizonoides. Banded Crake (332) 

6 PoTzana pusilla, Baillon’s Crake (337) 

7 Crex crex. Com Crake (334) 

8 Forzana/or^dna, Spoilt Crake (338) 

9 Porzana jusea, Ruddy Crake (339) 

10 Amaur<jnitral:oof, Brown Crake (342) 

1 1 Amauromis bicolor, El wes’s Crake (341) 

12 Rallina caimingi, Andaman Banded Crake (333) 

1 3 Gallicrex dnerea, Water Cock (346) 

14 Ga/fiRu/a cA/oro^u5, Moorhen (347) 

1 5 FuUca atra. Coot (350) 

16 Hydrophasianus chiruTgus, Phcasant-iailcdjacana (358) 

1 7 Amauromis pkoenicurus, Whitebreasted Waterhen (343) 

18 Aielopidius indicus, Bronzcwingcdjacana (359) 

19 Porphyrio porphyria, Purple Moorhen (349) 


Plate 37 

1 Otis tetrax. Little Bustard (353) 

2 Otis tarda, Great Bustard (352) 

3 Eupodotis bengelensis, Bengal Florican (356) 

4 Chlamydotis undalata, Houbara (355) 

5 Choriotis nigriceps. Great Indian Bustard (354) 

6 Sypheotides indica, Likh or Lesser Florican (357) 


Plate 38 

1 Cursorius cursor, Creamcoloured Courser (439) 

2 Cursorius coromandelicus, Indian Courser (440) 

3 Curjoriuj bilorquatus, }trdon*s or Doublebanded Courser 
(441) 

4 Glareota pratiiuola. Collared Pratincole (443) 

5 Glareola lactea. Small Indian Pratincole (444) 

6 Pluvialis squatarala, GreyorBlackbellied Plover (371) 

7 Pluvialis dominica, Eastern Golden Plover (373) 

go,..,, t', ***'-iC 

9 . ■ . ■ 

10 . 

11 . • 

12 . . ■ . , ■ • 

13 . ■ ■ (370) 
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Plate 41 
(Waders ^’n flight) 

1 />! f • I • . I T^. . , I r*i /n..nv 

2 

3 ' 

4 Charadrius mongolus. Lesser Sand Plover (381) 

5 Sanderling (414) 

6 Co//rfriKj//»ina, Dunlin (420) 

7 Calidris lestacea, Curlew-Sandpiper (422) 

8 Calidris minuta. Little Stint (416) 

9 Calidris /rmffimrAiV.Temminck’s Stint (417) 

10 Calidris canu/a, Knot (412) 

1 1 Calidris lenuirostns, Eastern Knot (413) 

12 Phalaropus lobatus. Rednecked Phalaropc (428) 

13 Gallinago gallinago, Fantail Snipe (409) 

14 Seohpax rusticola, \Voodcock (411) 

15 '' '• ...... 

16 

17 

18 Cursorius coromandelicus, Indian Courser (440) 


Plate 42 

1 Haemotopus ostralegus, Oystercatcher (360) 

2 Limnodromus semipalmatus, Snlpebilled Godwit or Asian 
Dowitchcr (403) 

3 Ibidorhj^ha struthersii, Ibisbill (433) 

4 WuRirniujflryKfl/fl, Curlew (388) 

5 *• ' . .. 

6 

7 ' • . • . ■ 

8 Himantopus kimaitlopus, Blackwinged Stilt (430) 

9 Dromas ardeola. Crab Plover (434) 

10 Ffn<m'rojtraatrojrWa, Avocet (432) 

1 1 FurAiRUJ oedicnemus, Stone Curlew (436) 

12 Esacus magnirostris, Great Stone Plover (437) 


Plate 43 

j , . 1.1 I irtnlS 

2 •• 

3 , ... 

4 . . I 

5 . 

6 

7 

8 ■ ■ ■ . 

9 Tringa hypoleucos, Common Sandpiper (401) 

10 Gallinago minima, Snipe (410) 

1 1 Gallinago gallinago, Fantail Snipe (409) 

12 Philomachus pugnax, Ruff and Reeve (426) 

13 ^fo/o^axnubVoia, Woodcock (41 1) 


Plate 44 

(Waders in flight) 

1 Pluvialis squatarola. Grey Plover (371) 

2 Glareola pratincola. Collared Pratincole (442) 

3 ssp maldivarum of 422, (Oriental) Collared 
Pratincole (443) 

4 Glareola lactea. Small Indian Pratincole (444) 

5 Pluvialis apricaria. Golden Plover (372) 

6 Arenaria interpres, Turnstone (402) i 

7 r n*-rrC-M— P!''ver(373) 

9 'i — }-e't: ■ S i: i):: !'-.ishank (392) 

10 Tnnga rubularia, Greenshank (396) 

1 1 Tringa glareola. Wood Sandpiper (398) 

j2 - . /aoix 

13 ■ . -01) 

14 , . ., . ■ - 
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Plate 45 

1 Catkaracta skua anlarcUca, Antarctic Skua (445) 

2 SttTCorarius pomarinus, Pomatorhinc Skua orJact:cr (4 17) 

3 Rrnchops atbicollis, Indian Skimmer (484) 

4 Catharacla skua maccormicki, (Maccormick’s Skua) 
Antarctic Skua {446a) 

5 Stercoranus parasiticus. Parasitic or Richardson’s Skua or 
Jaeger (448) 

6 Larus ichlf^aetus, Great Blackheadled Gull (453) 

7 Larus kemprickii. Sooty Gull (449) 

8 Lotus argentatus. Herring Gull (450) 

9 Larui Jujfuf, Lesser Blackbacked Gull (452) 

10 minu/itj, Little Gull (457) 

1 1 Larus ridibundus, Blackheadcd Gull (455) 

12 Slcndcrbilled Gull (456) 

13 Larus brunnicephalus, Bro\Mihcaded Gull (454) 


Plate 51* 

1 Cuculus sparrfriaides. Large Hawk-Cuckoo (572) 

2 Cuculus Jugax, Hodgson's Hawk-Cuckoo (575) 

3 Cuculus rflritu. Common Hawk-Cuckoo or Brainfe\'er 

Bird (573) V ✓ 

4 CkalciUs maculatus. Emerald Cuckoo (586) 

5 Ccaimantis merulittus, Rufousbellted Plaintive Cuckoo 
(585) 

6 Cacomantis sartreratii, Indian Banded Bay Cuckoo (582) 

7 Chalciles xanikoThrtchus, Violet Cuckoo (587) 

8 Cacxrmantis passrritms, Indian Plaintive Cuckoo (584) 

9 Cun</ur/«h‘9ce/'Wu5, Small Cuckoo (581) 

10 .Cuculus tTdcTopttTUs, Indian Cuckoo (576) 

1 1 Cuculus casioTus, The Cuckoo (578) 


Plate 58 

1 Ceiyle luguhris, Hintala>an Pied Kingfisher (717) 

2 ssp nr/irforruj?or727. (727a) 

3 Cnjy/e nrt/w, Lesser Pied Kingfisher (719) 

4 , iij-’ r , . 

5 ■ ' ■ 

6 ■ ■ ‘ ■ (723) 

7 ■ (721) 

8 " ’ ' 

9 ' ■ ■ 

10 ■■■ ■ . 

U ■ ■ . ■ 

12 ' . . ■ 

13 ■ ■ - . . ■ 

•4 upupaepop%,iii30\)oo\io^\ 


Plate 46 

1 ~-Chlidonias ni^er. Black Tern (459a) 

2 Chlidonins leucopterus, Whites% inged Black Tern ( 159) 

3 Cblidoaias hrbrida,\\'hhkercdTcm (458) 

4 Slcma albifrons. Little Tern (475) 

3 Grsisalba, Indian Ocean White Tern or Fairs- Tern 
(483) 

6 Slcma douxallii. Roseate or Rosy Tern (466) 

7 Slerm repressa, Whitecheeked Tern (467) 

8 Sterna kiTundo,Common'YeTTx (464) . 

9 Sterna aurantia, Indian RiverTem (463) 

10 r—"*' Tern (462) 

11 • ■ , ■ 'em (478) 

12 • ■ ■ Tern (468) 

13 Sterna acuticauda, BlackbclliedTem (470) 

14 Sterna ben^alensis, Indian Lesser Crested Tern (479) 

15 Gelochehdan nilotica, Gullbilled Tern (460) 

16 Sooty Tern (474) 

1 7 A nous stolidus. Noddy Tern (48 1 ) 

18 Sterna sandcicensis, Sandwich Tem (480) 

19 Brownwinged Tem (471) 


Plate 47 

X p. 

2 P ■ ■ • • ■ 

3 . . . 

4 F' ' • 

5 Pterocles iadiais. Painted Sandgrouse (492) 

6 Pterocles senegallas. Spotted Sandgrouse (488) 

7 Pterocles alcl^ta. Large Pintail Sandgrouse (486) 

8 Syrrkaptes paradoxus, Pallas’s Sandgrouse (485a) 

9 Sjrrkaptes tibelanus, Tibetan Sandgrouse (485) 


Plate 48 

1 Blue Rock Pigeon (517) 

2 O/ifffiiatKTMJ, Stock Pigeon (SE) 

3 Columba ecersmanni, EUstem Stock Pigeon (518) 

4 Co/twifcfl niftrr/rw. Hill Pigeon (515) 
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6 ' 

7 * 

8 ■ 

9 

10 . 
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12 ' 
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Plate 49 

1 Treron spkenura. Wedgetailed Green Pigeon (494) 

2 Treron phoenicoptera, Yellowicgged Green Pigeon (503) 

3 Treron pompadora. Pompadour or Grc>'fronted Green 
Pigeon (496) 

4 Treion curriroslra. Thickbilled Green Pigeon (495) 

5 Treron apicauda, Piniailcd Green Pigeon (493) 

g-. . . - ^ 

7 ■ ■ 

8 ■* , . . ■ 

9 Chalcophaps indica. Emerald or Bronzewinged Dove (542) 

10 Macrcpjfgia rufipennis, Andaman Cuckoo-Dovc (527) 

1 1 Streptopelia tranquebanca. Red Turtle Dove (535) 

12 Streptopelia decaocto, Indian Ring Dove (534) 

13 Streptopelia senegalensu. Little Brown or Senegal Dove 
(541) 

14 Streptopelia chtnensis. Spotted Dove (537) 

1 5 Streptopelia turtur. Turtle Do\’c (529) 

16 Stfeptt^Ua orimtalis. Rufous Turtle Dove (532) 



Plate 52 

1 ^Rkopadjtes tiridhottris. Small Gr^nbillcd Malkoha (595) 

2 C/ama?orJafo&xRiu, Pied Crested Cuckoo (571) 

3 ClamatoT coromandta, Redwinged Crested Cuckoo (569) 

4 Rhopodytes tristis^ Large Greenbilled Malkoha (593) 

3 Teccocua leschenaultiuSiTVcrT Cuc\iool59S) 

6 Centropus imthu. Lesser Coucal (605) 

7 Phaenicopkaeus prnhocephatus, Rcdfaced Malkoha (399) 

8 Centropus sinensis, Crow-Pheasant or Coucal (600) 

9 Centropus chlororhytubus, Cevloii (Coucal (604) 

10 Centropus (sinensis) andamanaisu, Andaman Crow- 
Pheasant (603) 


Plate 53 

1 Bubo bubo, Eagle-Oul or Great Homed Owl (627) 

2 Bubo nipalensis. Forest Eagle-Owl (628) 

3 Bubo cotomandus. Dusky Homed Owl (630) 

4 Sirix leptogrermmica. Brown Wood Ot» 1 (659) 

5 Strix ocellata. Mottled Wood Owl (657) 

6 An'o oius, Longcared Owl (663) 

7 Alio Jlammeus, Shorteared Owl (664) 

8 Brown Fish Owl (631) 

9 Strix aluco, Himalayan Wood Owl (662) 

10 Strix butleri, Hume’s Wood Owl (654) 

1 1 Taivny Fish Owl (633) 


Plate 54 

1 Otus brucei, Striated, or Pallid, Scops Owl (6 1 4) 

2 Ofttf Spotted Scops Owl (612) 

3 Scops Owl (617) 

4 Otus bakkamoena. Collared Scops Owl (623) 

5 ssp castemonotum of 636- (638) 

6 Glaueidium euculoides. Barred Owlet (639) 

7 Glaueidium brodiet. Collared Pigmy Owlet (635) 

8 Glaueidium rarfurfirm. Jungle Owlet (636) 

9 Aegolius funereus, Tcngmalm’s Owl or ^rcal Ow! (665) 

10 Little Owl (648) 

1 1 Athene blewittx. Forest Spotted Owlet (653) 

12 AtArnr irarna. Spotted Owlet (652) 

1 3 ssp ebscura of 642. (645) 

14 Sinox scutulata. Brown Hawk-Owl (642) 

15 Phodilus badius. Bay Owl (609) 

16 a/5a. Bam Ow! (606) 

1 7 Tyto caperuis. Grass Ow ) (608) 


Plate 55 

1 — fAAAi 

2 • 

3 ' • . • •• 

4 ■ . . . 

'5 • 

6 ’ 

7 . • - >) 

8 I •• 

9 Ccpnmui^iu maiTurui, LiOiiguuicu r^igiujai 

10 Eurostop^us manotis. Great Eared Nightjar (669) 


Plate 56 

1 Chaetura ^Icatica, Whitcrumped Spineiaii (692) 

2 Collocalta brerirostrb, Himalayan Swifilet (683) 

3 Cotlocalia esculenJa, Wliitebcllied Swiftlct (687) 

4 Apus ajfinis, House Swift (703) 

5 A/iujpa//irfuj, Pallid Swift (697) 

6 Apus cpris. The Swift (696) 

7 Apiuponyiao, Large kVhiterumpcd Swift (699) 

8 CoUocalia unicolor, Indian Edible-ncst Swiftlet (685) 

9 A^us<inittc(ZU(/a, Darkbacked Swift (698) 

10 Chaetura gigantea. Large Browrnthroated Spinetail Swift 
(691) 

1 1 Chaetura cochinchintnsis, Cochinchina Spinetail Swift (690) 

12 Apus melba, Alpine Swift (693) 

13 Cj^n’ixmipamu, Palm Swift (707) 

14 eWtura Whitethroated Spinetail Swift (688) 


Plate 59 

1 RJ^liceros pltcatus, Narcondam Hombill (773) 

2 Tochis iiroj^rij. Common Grey Hombill (767) 

3 Ptilolaemus tickelli, Whitethroated Brown Hombill (770) 

4 Buceros bicomis. Great Pied Honibill (776) 

5 Tockus griseus, Malabar Grey Hombill (768) 

6 Anthracoceres malabaricus, Indian Pied Hombill (774) 

7 Rhyliceros undulatus. Wreathed Hombill (772) 

8 Anlhracoceros coronatus, Malabar Pied Hombill (775) 

9 Aeeros nipalensis. Rufousnecked Hombill (771) 


, Plate 60 

j I T /^o«\ 
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8 Crimsonbreasted Barbetor 
Coppersmith (792) 

9' sspma/aAflrifflof79l. (790) 

10 Megalaima ruinVfl^V/u, Crimsonthroated Barbct (791) 

1 1 Megalaima australis. Blue-eared Barbet (789) 

12 Ch^socolaptes festivus, Blackbacked Woodpecker (858) 

13 Dinopium benghalerue. Lesser Goldenbackcd ^Voodpecker 
(819) 

14 ssppjan>rfMor819. (823) 

15 Diw^tum skorii, Himalayan Goldcnbacked Thrcctoed 
W’ood pecker (824) 

1 6 Dinopium javenense, Indian Goldcnbacked Thrcctoed 
Woodpecker (825) 

17 Chrjsocolaptes lucidus. Larger Goldcnbacked Woodpecker 
(861) 

18 sspjfrifk/andfor861. (863) 


Plate 61 

1 Dendroeepos molueeensis, Browncapped Woodpecker (SE) 

2 Picumnus tnnominatus. Speckled Piculet (798) 

3 Pteoides camcapillus, Cro crowned Pigmv IVoodpecker 

(850) , 

4 Heminreus canente, Heartspoited Woodpecker (856) 

5 Sasia oehracea, Rufous Piculet (800) 

6 Pteoides auriceps, Brownfronied Pled W’oodpeckcr (842) 

7 Pteoides tridaciylus. Threetoed Woodpecker (855) 

8 Pteoides atratus. Stripebreasted Pied Woodpecker (84-4) 

9 Picoides mahrattrnsis, YellowCronled Pied Woodpecker 
(847) 

10 Picoides macei, Fulvousbreasicd Pied Woodpecker (845) 

1 1 lirpopieus hpe^thrus, Rufousbellied Woodpecker or 
Sapsucker (833) 

1 2 Pteoides assimilis, Sind Pied Woodpecker (835) 

1 3 Picoides cathphanus, Crimsonbrrasted Pied Woodpecker 
(840) 

14 Picoides major. Great Spoiled, or Redcrowned Pied, 
Woodpecker (834) 

15 Picoides himalayensu, Himalayan PiedAVoodpecker (837) 

16 ssp albescens of 837. (836) 

1 7 Dendiocopos leucopterus, Whiicmantled \Voodpecker (SE) 

18 Picoides da^ellensis, Darieeling Pied Woodpecker (838) 


Plate 62 

1 Jrnx toryur/la, W'ryncck (796) 

2 Picus cklorolopfais. Small Ycllownaped Woodpecker (815) 

3 sspchlorigasleroTSlS. (816) 

4 Picus Jlavinacha, Large Yellownaped Woodpecker (813) 

5 Picus canus, Blacknaped Green Woodpecker (809) 

6 Pimi squamalus, ScalybelHed Green Woodpedeer (807) 

7 Pznixmynnrro^AwifttJ, Little ScalybelHed Green 
Woodpecker (808) 

8 Dryocopus Jarensis, Indian Great Black Woodpecker (830) 

9 sspW|riof830.(831) 

10 Mtttlrripieus Himalayan Great Slaty 
NVoodp>ecker (828) 

1 1 Picas cittalus. Laced Woodpecker (SE) 

12 Cecvailus granlia, Paleheaded ^S’o(>dpeckc^ (827) 

13 Bljthipiais pyrrhotis, Rcdcared Bay Woodpecker (057) 

14 Miaoptemus braefyurus. Rufous Woodpecker (804) 


Plate 50 

1 Nicobar Parakeet (553) 

2 Psittaoila derbyana. Lord Derby’s Parakeet (554) 

3 Psittacula eupatria, Alexandrine Parakeet (546) 

4 Psittacula finsckii, Elasicm Slal> headed Parakeet (563) 

5 Psittacula cfonocepkala. Blossomheaded Parakeet (558) 

6 PstllacuIahimalqraKa.Slatyhcaded Parakeet (562) 

7 Psittacula roseata. Eastern Blossomhcaded Parakeet (559) 

8 Psittacula hngicauda. Redcheeked Parakeet (555) 

9 Psittacula kramcTi, Roscringed Parakeet (550) 

10 Psittacula cotunboides, Bluewinged Parakeet (564) 

jj - » .», — /_• 
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Plate 57 

1 ” . ... D-.II— 
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3 ■ ■ •* 

4 Liiesuiuincaocu i>ee-eaicr (744) 

5 Nyctromis etherioni, Bluebcarded Bee-eater (753) 

6 JuitfTnYwJiu, Bluecheckcd Bee-eater (747) 

7 I, c 

3 ' - ’) 

9 • ;748) 

10 ■ • .■ 

11 Coracias benghalensis, Indian Roller t755) 

12 Eutyslamas orienialis, Broadbtlled Roller (758) 


PUte63 

1 Psarisorras dalhousiae. Longtailed Broadbill (865) 

2 OrwlBJrcru)hti,GoldenOriole(953) 

3 3en7o^^aj/8Rato, Collared Broadbill (864) 

4 Oriolus xantkstrrais, Blackheaded Oriole (958) 

5 Oriolus chijmsisdiffusus,B\acknapc4 Oriole 

6 Oriolus chinensis Ursiiroslris, Slenderbilled Blacknaped 
Oriole (955) 

7 Oiio/ttj /rafWrf, Maroon Oriole (961) 

8 PiWaerffwfl, Blue Pitta (871) 

9 Pitta sordida. Hooded or Greenbreasted Pitta (869) 

10 Pitta nipalensis, Blucnupcd Ktta(866) 

1 1 Pitta rnolttccensis, Blucwinged Pitta (SOT) 

12 PiWa Indian Pitta (867) 
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Plate 64 


3 

4 t>-j. 0-1 _.i /n-i-i'i 

5 ... • 

6 

7 ■ ■ 

8 Bifasciatcd, or Lark 

(884) 

9 Ammomanes pkoeniniTUS, Rufoustailetj Finch-Lark (882) 

iPaW»nil‘tt* iSVygy-r (SSij 

1 1 Melanoco^'pha bimaculata. Eastern G^landra Lark (892) 

12 Aielaruxoiypha calandra, Calandra L^rk (SE) 

13 Calandrella rujfscmsy Lesser Short-locd Lark (888a) 

14 Calandrella anerea. Short-toed Lark (886) 

15 Calandrella raylal, Sand Lark (891) 

1 6 MtalarKxorypha maxima, Longbillcd Calandra Larit (894) 

17 £fr7m)/>A»7a Homed Lark (897) 

18 sspfl%u/aof897.(895) 

19 Ca/mi/a t/rm, Sykes’s Crested Lark (902) 

20 Cfl/mVarrii/fl/a, Crested Lark (899) 

21 Galtnda malabarica, Malabar Crested Lark (901) 

22 Alauda gulgula. Eastern Skylark (907) 

23 /t/flurfaarreww, Skylark (903) 


Plate 65 

1 Haniprocne longipennis. Crested Tree Swift (709) 

2 Ripana riparia. Collared Sand Martin (910)- 

3 Riparia paludicola, Plain Sand Martin (912) 

4 '• » * ■ '-..rv 

5 . ' 

6 ■ . 

7 . 

8 Delichon da^pus, Asian House Martin (SE) 

9 Hirundo smtlhii. Wiretailed Swallow (921) 

10 Delichon urbica. House Martin (931) 

11 //ifufli/o nahVa, Swallow (916) 

12 ssp(>//eriof916.(918) 

13 Hirundo tahitica. House Swallow (919) 

14 Hirundo daunca, Striated or Redrurriped Swallow (927) 

15 sspA)/>fr)Mraor927.(928) ^ 

16 Artamus leucorhynchus. Whilebreasted Swallow-Shrike 
(983) 

17 Hirundo Jluvicola, Indian ClifTSwalln^v (922) 

18 Artamus^fuscus, Ashy Swallow-Shrike/982^ 


Plate 66 

1 Hypothymu azurea, Blacknaped Flycatcher ( 1 465) 

2 Terpsiphone paradisi. Paradise Flycatcher (1461) 

3 sspa/Aoju/dmof 1455. (1458) 

4 Witpidura aureola^ Whitebrowrd Faniajl Flycatcher 

(1451) ^ 

5 Rhipidura albicollis, Whitethroaled Pantall Flycatcher 

(1455) ^ 

6 Lanius vitlatus, Baybacked Shrike (940) 

7 sspua6<///nuior941. (943) 

8 ssp phoemcurcides of941 . (942) 

9 Brown Shrike (949) 

10 Z.aniujr0//uno(^rj, BurmeseShrike (938) , 

1 1 Lamus mtnor, Lesser Grey Shrike (93?) 

12 ZRmuxrxruditof, Grey Shrike (933) 

13 Lanius nlluno, Redbacked Shrike (94() 

14 jLantur rtRRtor, Woodchat Shrike (95 1 ) 

15 Lamus tephronotus, Greybacked orTi^etan Shrike (945) 

16 BombyallagaTTulus,\'^&xw\ng{\062) 

17 Lanius schach, Rufousbacked Shrike (945) 

18 ssp /n«/or of 946. (948) 

19 Hypocolius ampelinus, Grey HypocoUnj (1063) 


Plate 67 


1 Dicruriis adsimilis, Black Drongo or K,ing-Crow (963) 

2 Dterurus remi/er. Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo (972) 

3 Dicrurus annectans, Crowbillcd Drongo (970) 

4 Dicrurus paradisetis. Greater Racket-tailed Droneo (976) 
3 ssp lophorhinus or976. (979) 

6 Dicrurus aeneus. Bronzed Drongo (97 1 ) 
r /Ticromj doitintbltus, Ftaircrcslca’or Spangled Drongo 


8 Dicrurus leucophaeus. Grey or Ashy D^oneo (965) 

9 ssp salangensis of 965. (966a) 

10 Dterurus andamanensts, Andaman Dr^^ngo (975) 

12 ■ . . . 

13 ' 

14 Cifir/uj/>a//ajh, Brown Dipper (1775) 


Plate 68 


5spA/>fAiof987. (988) ' ' ' 

Stumus pagodarum, Blackhcaded or ^rahminv Myna 
(994) 

Stumus stuminus, Daurian Myna (995) 

5f«niuj senexy Ceylon Whitehcaded Klyna or Starline 
(993) _ ^ 

Stumus erythropygius, Whilthcaded Myna (991) 
Stumus vulgaru. Starling (997) 

Stumus roseus. Rosy Pastor (996) 

Stumus contra. Pied Myna (1002) 

Acridotkeres tristis. Common Myna (lOtte) - 
Stumus sinensis, Chinese or Grrybacl^ed Myna (1005) 
Acridotkeres ginginianus. Bank Nlyna (I0O8) 
/ImWoMerfjyujou.Jungle Myna (IOqo) 

A/mo eoronatus, Goldc’rested Myna (lOI4) 

Aendotheres albonnctus, Collared Myna (1013) 


Plate 69 


Plate 75 


1 Garmlus lanceolatuSy Blackthroated Jay ( 1 022) 

2 ^ ' • r • « t tw '*920) 

3 . 

4 ■ 

5 

6 

7 . . 

8 . ■ . • 

9 Dendrocitta leucogetstra, Whitcbcllied Tree Pic ( 1 036) 

10 DmiroriKa Indian Tree Pie(1032^ ’ 

1 1 Dendrocitta JrontaliSy Blackbrowcd Tree Pie (1035) 

12 Drtu/roriMa Andaman Tree Pic (1040) 

13 Nutcracker (1042) 

14 ssp Armb^t/a of 1042. (1043) / 

15 Podoces kumilis, Hume’s Ground Chough (1041) 


Plate 70 

1 Eudynamys scolopacea, Koct (590) 

2 Pyrrkocorax gracutus, Ycltowbilled or Alpine Chough 
(1(M5) 

3 « Carrur monedu/a. Jackdaw (1053) 

4 /^yrrAororoir/^rrAoforax, Redbilled Chough (1046) 

5 Cormi/ragiVe^itf, Rook (1052) 

6 Corwuj/>/rarfenj, House Crow (1049) 

7 CerrtuOTcrrer^nfAaj,JungleCrow{l057) 

8 CorruicaraRe, Carrion Crow (1058) 

9 ssprAarpuof 1058. (1058a) 

10 Carrtu nt/lra//u. Brown-necked Raven (1061) 

11 Comwwfajr, Raven (1059) 


Plate 71 

1 Pericrocotus roseus. Rosy Minivet (1089) 

2 PenVrara/ui e^fAra/^^ittt, Whitcbcllied Minivcl (1096) 

3 Pericrocotus nnnamameuf, Small Minivet (1093) 

4 Pmrrara/oj ia/arir, Ycllowthroated Minivcl (1088) 

5 Pericrocotus brevirostris, Shortbillcd Minivet ( 1 084) 

6 Pericrocotus etkologus. Longtailed Minivet (1085) 

7 P^nrrara/ttf rfmanVaftu, Ashy Minivet (1089a) 

8 Pericrocotus Jlammeus, Scarlet Minivet (1081) 

9 sspi/>rrianuori081. (1080) 

1 0 Tephrodomis pondicerianus. Common Wood Shrike (1070) 

1 1 Caracina nocaehollandiae. Large Cuckoo-Shrike (1072) 

12 Hemipus ptcatus, Pied Flycatcher-Shrike (1055) 

1 3 Tephrodomis virgalus. Large Wood Shrike ( 1 068) 

1 4 Coracina melanoptera, Blackhcaded Cuckoo-Shrike (1079) 

15 Coracina nigra. Pied Cuckoo-Shrike (1079a) 

16 Corarinamr/ajcAutor, Smaller Grey Cuckoo-Shrike (1077) 

1 7 Coracina striata, Bari^ Cuckoo-Shrike ( 1076) 


1 Troglodytes troglodytes, Wren (1770) 

2 sspRi^a/fnjuof 1770. (1771) 

3 Pnoepyga pusilla, Brown, or Lesser Scalybreasted NVren- 
Babbler (1199) . 

4 Spelaeomis caudatus. Tailed Wren-Babbler (1200) 

5 n— tv— ' 1198 ) 

7 ■ ' i . . 


Babbler (1203) 
8 * • • * 

9 

10 ' 


3ler(1193) 
' Wren- 


1 1 Napothera epilepidota. Small Wren-Babbler (1195) - 

12 Napothera brevicaudala. Streaked, or Short-tailed, Wren- 
Babbler (1194) 

13 -...-7.... r bbler(1202) 

14 

15 . ■ ■ ■ ■ . \ 

16 Pellomeumfuscocapillum, Browncapped Babbler (1 161) 

17 Trichastoma tickelli, Tickcll’s Babbler (1166) 

18 Trichastoma abbolli, Abbott’s Babbler (1 167) 

19 Pellomeum palustre, Marsh Spotted Babbler (1160) 

20 Pellomeum rujiceps, Spotted Babbler (1 154) 


PUte 76 

1 Garrulax suhunicolor, Plaincoloured Laughing Thrush 
' (1320) 

2 Garrulax lineatus. Streaked Laughing Thrush (1314) 

3 ssp r.igrimentum of 1 324. ( 1 326) 

4 Garrulax erylhrocepkalus. Redheaded Laughing Thrush 
(1324) 

6 

7 " • ■ . 

(1317) 

8 Garrulax merulinus, Spottedbreasted Laughing Thrush 
(1304) 

9 Garrulax rufogularis, Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush 

(1294) ' * 

10 Garrulax striatus. Striated Laughing Thrush (1279) 

1 1 Garrulax moniligerus, Nccklaccd Laughing Thrush (1275) 

12 Babax lanceolatus, Chinese Babax (1270) 

13 Garrulax pectoralis, Blackgorgeted Laughing Thrush 
(1277) 

}4 Ba^ax Ghnt Tibetan Babax ()2?}) 

15 sspmaxfmujof 1299. (1297) 

16 Garrulax ocellatus, Whitespotted Laughing Thrush (1299) 


Plate 72 

j « f-— /lonox 

2 

3 . • •• 

4 • • ■ 


5 ChloTopsxs aurifrons, Goldenfronted Chloropsis or Leaf 

Bird (1103) < 

6 CA/or<^m cochinchinensis, Goldmantled Chlorcpsis or Leaf 
Bird (1108) 

8 • • 

9 

10 . • • 

11 sspleucotisotm$.{\m) 

12 Pycnonotus leucogenys, Whitcchceked Bulbul (1 125) 

13 Black Bulbul (1 148) 

1 4 frerus puelta. Fairy Bluebird ( 1 109) 

Plate 73 

1 Spizixos cani/rons. Pinchbilled Bulbul (1111) 

2 Pycnonotus striatus. Striated Green Bulbul (1 133) 

3 Pycnonotus pHocepkalus, Greyheaded Bulbul (1114) 

5 

6 . . Yellow Bulbul 

(1117) 

7 Pycnonotus atriceps, Blackhcaded Bulbul (1112) 

8 Pycnonotus xantholaemiu, Ycllowihroated Bulbul (1 135) 

9 Pycnonotus Jlavescens, Blyth’s Bulbul ( 1137) 

10 Pycnonotus penicillatus, Ycllowcared Bulbul (1 136) 

1 1 Hypsipetes mcclellandi, Rufousbcllied Bulbul ( 1 1 46) . 
f2 ffypsipetes vindescens, Olive Bulbul (1141) 

13 l^cnonalus lulealus, Whitebrowed Bulbul (1 138) 

j4 Ti •-f u 

15 • - 

16 ' • 


Plate 74 

2 

3 . , ■ . 

4 A/arrvRottJ gu/Rrw,YcUowbrcastcd Babbler (1228) 

6 . . 

7 

0 *'« » • .»,* »- C— /tO»Q\ 

9 . . . • • 

10 , 

1 1 ssprrrfRtttJ of 1224. (1226) 

12 sspJonRffjttiof 1 186. (1 187) 

1 3 Pomatorhinus ferruzinosus. Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler 
(1186) 

14 Xiphirfynchus superdliaris, SIcndcrbilled Scimitar Babbler 
(1191) 

15 Pomatorhinus hrpoleucos. Large Scimitar Babbler (1 185) 

16 Pomatorhinus ruftcoUis, Rufousnecked Scimitar Babbler 

1 7 Pomatorhinus ockraceiceps, Longbillcd Scimitar Babbler 
(1189) 

1 8, ssp schisticeps of 1 1 73. ( 1 1 69) 

19 Pomatorhinus horsfieldi. Slatyheaded Sdmitar Babbler 
(1173) 

20 Pomatorhinus erythrogei^s, Rustycheeked Scimitar Babbler 
(1181) 

2 1 Pomatorhinus e^throcnemis, Spolbrcastcd Scimitar Babbler 

(SE) 


Plate 77 

1 Garrulax phoeniceus. Crimsonwinged Laughing Thrush 
(1331) 

2 Garrulax cachinnans, Nilgiri Laughing Thrush (1307) 

3 Garrulaxjerdom, Whitebreasted Laughing Thrush (1310) 

4 Garrulax cineraceus. Ashy Laughing Thrush (1291) 

5 Garrulax galbanus, Yellowthroatcd Laughing Thrush 
(1286) 

6 Garrulax delesserti, Yellowbreasled Laughing Thrush 
(1287) 

7 ’ • 

8 ' . brush (1306) 

.9 ■ ■ Thrush 

(1303) 

10 Garrv/dxnurAa/tr, Chestnutbacked Laughing Thrush 
(1285) 

1 1 Garrulax henrid, Prince Henri’s Laughing Thrush (1321) 

J2 • er ,• T>i. .» f. J » --.-U!..- 

13 •. ■') 

14 . . ■ . 

15 .* • 

(1274) 

1 6 Garrulax Uvcohphus, Whitrcrcsted Laughing Thrush 
(1283) 


Plate 78 

1 Gampsorhynchus rufulus, Whitehcaded Shrike-Babbler 
(1347) 

2 \ T, ■ /ioen\ 

3 ■ 

4 ■ 

I ' . ' , . . ■ ■ 1379) 

7 /ilaj&pe nRerra, Dusxy-orecn 01 iciiuwinjuaitu *it- 
Babbler 

8 Alcippe Tujozularis, Redthroated Til-Babbler (1386) 

9 XT — iii-i,M.,(i392) 

10 .... ■ Tit-Babbler (1384) 

11 ■ . .bier (1390) 

12 ■ . . . I Yuhina (1375) 

1 3 Yuhina castaniceps, Whitebrowed Yuhina ( 1 363) 

14 " ‘•-’-'’381) 

15 

16 ■ ■ ■ 

17 , . ■ 

I9 Yuhinabakeri, Whitenaped Yuhina (1366) 


Plate 79 

1 7ima/ifl piVra/a, Redcapped Babbler (1229) 

2 Chiysomma sinense, Yellowcycd Babbler (1231) 

3 CAryjommaa/hVoifrr.Jerdon’s Babbler (1233) 

4 ^ " , ..../TOM' . 

5 ■ . ■ 

6 • ' ■ 

7 ■ 

8 • . ' 

10 ■ . , ■ ' ' m 

1 1 Turdoides rujacens, Ceylon Rufous Babbler ( 1 266) 

1 2 Turdoides subrufus. Rufous Babbler (1259) /ino 7 \ 

1 3 Para</<?xffnn'f uflicD^r, Browm Suthora or Parr^ill (12 / 

14 Carru/ax rinerri/roar. Ashyheaded Laughing Thrusli 

(1272) 

1 5 CoROi/oma arme^tuTR, Great Parrotbill (1236) - 
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Plate 80 

1 Lficlhnx cTgentauris, Stlvcrcarcd Mcs'ia (1333) 

2 LtiothrixluUc, Rcdbillcd Lriothrix (1336) 

3 Cutia nipaUnsis, Nepal Cutia ( 1 339) 

4 PUruIhius rufivenUr^ Rurousbcllied Shrike-Babbler ( 1 340) 

5 Plenithius xanihochloTvs, Green Shrike-Babbler (1343) 

6 /^/mifAiiwcfnoiarfcm.Cheslnutfronied Shrike-Babbler 
(1346) 

7 Ptemthius mtlanotis, Chestnut-throated Shrike-Babbler 
(1345) 

3 ^-*-.blcr(1341) 

9 / ' 

10 . . • ■ ' 

1 1 Alrippe chpsotis, Goldcnbrcasted Tit-Babbler (1376) 

12 Minla ignolincia, Rcdiailed Minla (1357) 

13 HetfTophasiacapistTaUi, Blackcapped Sibia (1396) 

14 fletn^hasia annecUiu, Chesinulbacked Sibia (1395) 

1 5 Hetn^kasia palck/lla. Beautiful Sibia ( 1400) 

16 HtUrophasia pkaoides. Longtailed Sibia (1401) 

17 Helerophasia gTonlii, Gre>' Sibia (1399) 


Plate 81 

1 Pachycrphala grisola. Grey Thickhead or Mangrove 
Whi'stler(1470) 

2 AfuscicapaptiTTa, Redbreasted Flvcaicher (141 1) 

3 sspa/6»n7/flori41L{1412)‘ 

4 Musricapa subrubra, Kashmir Redbreasted Flycatcher 
(M13) 

5 Musdeappa striata, Spoutd Flycatcher (1403) 

6 Muicicapa mutiui, Brownbreasted Flycatcher (1403) 

7 Muscicapa sibirica. Sooty Flycatcher (1406) 

8 .Muscicapa mficauda. Rufoustailed Flycatcher (1409) 

9 •' ■ • = ^’ ”-•--(1410) 

10 ■ ■ tchcr(1427) 

n ' , ' . ■ ■ 

12 Muscicapa stTophiata, Orangegorgeied Flycatcher (1414) 

1 3 Rhnomjins brunneata, Olive Flycatcher ( 1402) 

14 Msiscicapa ivcstermanni. Little Pied Flycatcher (1419) 

1 5 Muscicapa supeTcHiaris, Whiicbrowed Blue Flycatcher 

(U21) 

16 Muscicapa maegrigoriae , Small Niltava (1429) 

17 Muscicapa Irucomelamira, Slaty Blue Flycatcher (1423) 

18 ssp mmu/j of 1423. (1424) 

19 Muscicapa gTandis, Large Nilta%a (1428) 

20 ss\sleucops of 1413. (1416) 

21 iU^orfl/><inieni7fgrr, Whitegorgeted Flycatcher (1415) 


Plate 82 

1 Muscicapa rickelliae, Ttckcirs Blue Flycatcher ( 1 442) 

2 ^ *• . « irt,....!-. 

3 ‘ . 

4 .. 

- (H18) 

5 Muscicapa hperfthra, Rufousbrcasicd Blue Flycatcher 
(1417) 

6 Muscicapa rubecuhides, Bluethruated Flycatcher (1440) 

7 Muscicapa bar^mas. l*argebilled Blue Flycatcher (1441) 

8 Muscicapa poUogems, Brooks's Flycatcher (1436) 

9 J\fl^oVa^<I/»a//^^,^VhilebclHed Blue Flycatcher (1433) 

10 Muscicapa tkalassiaa, Verdiier Flycatcher (1445) 

1 1 .Muscicapa urticolor. Pale Blue Flycatcher ( 1439) 

12 Muscicapa sordida, Dusky Blue Flycatcher (1444) 

13 Muscicapa atbicaudata, Nilgiri Flycatcher (1446) 

14 Muscicapa sundara, Rufousbellicd Niltava (1432) 

15 Muscicapa eoncreta, Whitetailed Blue Flycatcher (1434) 

16 Muscicapa nvida, Rufousbellied Blue Flycatcher (1433) 


Plate 83 

1 CcttiapaHidipes, Palefcjoied Bush Warbler (1474) 

2 Cdtia dtphoTU, Chinese Bush Warbler (1476) 

3 Celtta montana, Strongfooied Bush Warbler (1478) 

4 Cettia Aberrant Bush Warbler (1481) 

5 Ctlha Anmej/ronj.'Rurouscappcd Bush Warbler (1486) 

6 Cettia major. Large Bush Warbler ( 1479) 

7 Cettia acanihizaides, Verreaux’s Bush Warbler (1484) 

8 Btadjpierus luleoceniris. Brown Bush Warbler ( 1 493) 

9 Bradjpterus pailiseri, Palliscr's Warbler (1494) 

10 Bradjptenis thoracicus. Spotted Bush Warbler (1490) 

1 1 CfHia ffHi, Cciti’s Warbler (1488) 

12 Acrocepkalus bistrigiceps, Blackbro\^ed Reed Warbler 
(1555) 

13 Bradypterus major. Largebilled Bush W'arblcr (1491) 

14 Thickbilled Warbler (1549) 

15 Bradypterus taaanowskius. Central i\sian Bush Warbler 
fl492) 

16 Acrocepkalus dumetorum, Blylh’s Reed Warbler (1556) 

17 Acrocepkalus agricola, Paddyfield Warbler (1557) 

18 Acroc^kalus scirpaceus, Reed Warbler (1555a) 

19 Acrocepkalus stentoTcus, Indian Great Reed Warbler (1550) 


Plate 84 

T'Sjltia Tiisona, Barred Warbler (1564a) 

2 .^/riarormniouj, Whitethroat (1566) 

3 Orphean Warbler (1565) 

4 Sjilcia curruca mimila. Lesser W'hiicihroal ( 1 569) ' 

n, 5 Lesser \M\itethroai (1570) 

6 i^/riaruTTwa Lesser Whiteihroat (1567) 

7 .fy/rianana. Desert Warbler (157 1 ) 

8 Leptepoecile sophiae, Sloliczka’s "nt- Warbler ( 1633) 

9 sspo5rn/raof 1633. (1634) 

10 RrgH/ar rrgu/iu.Goldcrcst (1629) 

1 1 *Sjlcia mjstacea, Mcnetries’s Warbler (1571a) 

12 Liptopoeale eltgans. Crested Tit-Warbler ( 1 632) 

13 Prirda sociatis. Ashy Wrcn-W’arblcr (1517) 

14 ssp/ferrar/iof 1517. (1515) 

15 Prhiia cirsreocapilla, Hodgson’s Wren-Warbler (1507) 

16 Pruiia rafescens. Rufous Wren-Warbler (1501) 

17 Prinia k^gsonsi, Franklin’s Wren-Warbler (1503) 

• This speoes is an addition to the Indian as-ilauna 
included in the second edition of the Synopsis oj the Birds 
a/’/n^ia ajtdPaHitan as No. 1571a on the basis of eight 
individuals sighted in the Sorkhab valley, c. 1650 m, 
Pishin district, 30^3’ N., E. A complete 
description of the bird will appear in^ the second 
edition of the //an^ioei Volume 8 - 
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Plate 85 

1 LoaisUlla certhiola, Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler (1543) 
Pl Schoaiicola platjura. Broadtailed Grass Warbler (1546) 

3 LanO'/r/Zanama,GrasshopperW^arblcr(1545) 

4 sspoijfar£arofl545. (RE) } 

5 Megalurus plaustris. Striated Marsh Warbler ( 1 548) 

6 Ckaetamis striatus, Bristled Grass Warbler (1M7) 

7 Prinia gracilis. Streaked Wren-Warbler (1508) 

8 Prime iucftanam,Rufousfronied Wren-Warbler (1506) 

9 Locuslella lanceolata. Streaked Grasshopper Warbler 
(1M4) 

10 Acrocepkalus melanopogon^ Moustached Sedge \Varbler 
(1495) 

1 1 Prinia atrogularis, BlackthroatedHill Warbler (1529) 

12 Prinia svbjlara. Plain Wren- Warbler (1511) 

13 Prinia ^/rahVa, Jungle Wrcn-Warblcr (1521) 

14 ssprw^ia«aofl52L(1524) 

15 Prinia j7arirm/rir, YcHowMlied Wren-Warbler (1525) 

16 sspnnrrajcmf of 1531. (1532) 

1 7 Prinia burrusii, Longt^uled Grass Warbler (1531) 

1 8 Scatocerca inquieta. Streaked Scrub Warbler ( 1 533) 

19 Prinia criniger. Brown Hill Warbler ( 1527) 

20 Cisticolajuncidis, Streaked Fantall Warbler (1498) 

21 Graminicola bengalensis. Large Grass Warbler (1534) 

22 Cislicola exilis, Fantail W’arbler (1497) 


Plate 85 




2 ■ • 


■■ ■ ^) 

3 



4 


•ChifTchaiT 

(1574) 




5 PMlescopus Ty tier’s Leaf Warbler (1578) 

6 Phjlloicopus aJfinis,'l^dke\Vs LcafWarblcr (1579) 

7 ssp arfamtrori5?9. (1580) 

8 Pkjllescopus griseolus. Olivaceous Leaf Warbler (1581) 

9 Phlloscopus svbciridis, Brooks’s LcafWarblcr (1593) 

10 Phylloscopus inomatus. Plain, or Yellow browed. Leaf 
Warbler (1592) 

1 1 Pfylloscopusfuscatus, Dusky* Leaf Warbler (1 586) 

12 P^//flifopttrjr«/igirrn£rr, Smoky Willow Warbler (1582) 

13 Phlloscopus sckicarzi, FUdde’s LcafWarbler (SE) 

14 Phylloscopus putcker,On.ng<c\ioxTcA LcafWarblcr (1588) 

1501 ...... ... 

16. • )) 
17 

la ,• . • •• 

(1606) 

19 ssp coronatus ori606. (1607) 

20 Plylloscopus Blyth’s LcafWarblcr (1609) 

21 Pfylloscopus trockileid^. Dull Green LcafWarblcr (1605) 

22 Piylloseopus rnagnirostris, Largebilled LcafWarblcr (1601) 


Plate 87 

1 Rhipidura hpoxantha, YellowbclHed Fantail Flvcaicher 
(1450) 

2 Seicercus burkii, Blackbrowcd Flycatcher-Warbler (1615)*' 

3 Whitethroaled Flycatcher-Warbler 
(1626) 

4 Abroscopus sekisticeps, Blackfaced F^ycalchc^•^Va^blcr 
(1624) 

5 SetecTcus ajfinis. Allied Flycatcher-Warbler (1613) 

6 A^ro«a^uj«/trrri/farij,YdlowbcHied Flvcatcher-Warbler 
(1622) 

7 Seicercus xanthosckistos. Greyheaded Flycatcher- Warbler 
(1617) 

8 Culieicapa cejlone-nsis. Greyheaded Flycatcher (1448) 

9 5riamapo/i|<^s,GreycheckcdFlycalcher-WarbIer 
(1620) 

10 Abroscopus hodgsoTU, Broadbillcd Fl’ycaicher-Warbler 
(1627) 

11 Or/Ai)f<mjujwtor£uj,TajlorBird (1535) 

12 OrfAo(< 7 fniunini//aftu,GoldenhcadcdTai 1 orBird (1541) 

13 Seicercus rortamV/pj, Chcslnul-hcadcd Flycatcher-Warbler 
(1621) 

14 OrthotorTais Qtrogulans, Blacknccked Tailor Bird (1540) 

1 5 Tena cjanitenter. Dull SlatvbcUied Ground Warbler 
(1471) 

1 6 Tesia olicea, SlatybeJficd Ground Warbler ( 1 472 ) 

1 7 Tesia castancocorimata. Chestnut-headed Ground Warbler 
(1473) 


FUte 88 

1 Brachjptciyx sUllata, Gould’s Shortwing (1635) 

2 ” •..*•■•• 

3 • 

4 • ■ • • . 

5 . . . . 

6 

7 ; » . 

8 Entkacus pecioralis, Himalayan Rubyihroat (1647) 

9 EnXAacaj jTracitr, Blucthroat (1644) 

10 Enihacus pectar^ns, Fircthroai (1652) 

1 1 Erilhacus brunneus. Blue Chat ( 1650) 

12 £rilAanu^anr,SibcrianB!ucChat (1653) 

13 Entkacus tndicus, Whitebrowed Bush Robin (1659) 

14 Entkacus cyanurus, Orangeflankcd Bush Robin (1W5) 

15 ErifAarur^mana, Golden Bush Robin (1658) 

16 Irania guUuralis, Whitelhroated Robin (SE) 

1 7 Eritha^ fype^thrus, Rufousbellied Bush Robin ( 1 660) 


Plate 89 

1 Erythropygia galactotes,VMXo\a%C\i 2 X (\^\\) 

2 PAarninfnur^tArwwtttf, Eversmann’s Redstart (1669) 

3 PAomifum ocAntror n0m;/m. Black Redstart (1672) 

4 Phoenicvrus ochruros pkoentcanides. Black Redstart (1671) 

5 PAwroranucarroimf/pAiiiai, Bluchcaded Redstart (1670) 

6 PAonantraj/AarafBnu.Rcdstart (1673) 
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INTRODUCTION 


Good historical accounts of ornithology and onuthologists in India, 
chiefly since the beginning of the nineteenth century, and the more 
important contributions to’ the science up to the publication of the 
last volume of Stuart Baker in 1930 are chroiucled progressively in the 
introductory portions of all the standard books on Indian ornithology 
of that period — Jerdon’s Birds of India, and the two editions of the 
Fauna of British India series on Birds. They call for no more than a 
brief reference here. The first six decades of the nineteenth century, 
up till the publication of the former in 1862, were dominated by the 
virtual founders of Indian ornithology, T. C. Jerdon, Brian Hodgson 
and Edtvard Blyth; but this pioneering period was marked also by a 
number of other active field workers among whom deserving mention 
are Adams, Franklin, Hutton, McClelland, Sykes, Tickell, and Tytler 
in India, and Kclaart and Layard in Ceylon. Birds of India epitomizes 
the knowledge up to that date, based on the vast colJcclions of Hodgson 
(chiefly from Nepal), and of Blyth and Jerdon themselves and their 
many proteges and correspondents, including the above named, in 
various parts of the Indian Peninsula. ‘Jerdon ’ contains some excellent 
field notes on habits and ecology which is a refreshing feature for a 
period when the main accent was, understandably, on amassing 
large numbers of skins — often through the help of local shikaris — and 
classifying them. Some of these accounts, particularly relating to the 
rarer species, have not been added to or improved upon since, and as 
a whole they still remain the hard core of our knowledge of certain 
aspects of bird study. The book continued as the standard work on 
Indian ornithology for many years and is of considerable usefulness 
even today. Unfortunately it covers only a portion of our area, leaving 
out practically the Whole of the present West Pakistan and -Kashmir, 
as well as Assam, Manipur, East Pakistan, the Andaman and Nicobar 
islands, and Ceylon. Nevertheless' the appearance of such a handy 
comprehensive manual embodying all the hitherto more or less scattered 
and region-wise information available only in learned journals — such 
as Proceidings of the Zoological Society of London, and the journals of the 
linnaean and Asiatic Societies — at once gave a marked impetus to 
bird study. It found new devotees who in turn were soon to become 
prominent names in Indian ornithology. The period thence, and right 
up to the publication of the fint edition of the government-sponsored 
Fauna of British India series on Birds^ was completely dominated by 
A. O. Hume, who had meanwhile appeared on the scene. Hiune, 
who by the way is memorable also as being one of the founders of the 
Indian National Congress while still in active civil service, was a 
truly remarkable man. He has with good justification been called 
‘ The Father ’ — and as a dubious compliment hy those who were 
sofiietimes irked by his seeming dogmatism ‘ the Pope ’ — of Indian 
ornithology. Hume collected methodically and very intensively him- 
self and with the help of his numerous band of competent colleagues 
and proteges and correspondents svidely scattered over the country, 
chiefly between about 1870 and 1885. His collection totalled over 
60,000 bird skins and large numbers of nests and eggs, all of which he 
later presented to the British Museum, where a large part of Hodgson’s 
Nepal collection of over 20,000 skins had already found its way. little 
wonder then that, together with the other vast collections such as those 
of Col. Sykes, the Marquis of Tweeddale (Viscount Walden), Mr John 
Gould, and the many others continuingly acquired rince, the British 
Museum collection of Indian birds has come to be the most complete 
to be found under a single roof anysvhere in the world. 

Hume founded and edited ‘ Stray Feathers ’ — A journal of ornithology 
for India and dependencies between 1872 and 1888. Its eleven volumes are 
a veritable gold-mine for the ornithologist and an eloquent memorial 
to the zeal, industry and erudition of their editor who by constant 
goading, advice and encouragement so ably contrived to get the best 
out of 1^ tentacular band of correspondents and collaborators. The 
most notable of these were Anderson, Ball, Barnes, Beavan, Biddulph, 
Blanford, Brooks, Davison, Godwin-Austen, Hutton, Legge, Mandelli, 
McMaster, Oates, Scully, Sharpe, StoUezka, Tweeddale, Vidal, 
Wardlaw-Ramsay, and others. 

For the serious worker in Indian ornithology. Stray Feathers is an 
absolutely indispensable soiu-ce. During the period of its existence 
this journal was the principal repository of the most important papers 
on Indian birds. When it ceased pubh'cation, after December 1888, __ 
many of its former contributors, as well as other workers who had 
gained prominence meanwhile, diverted their writings to The Ibis — 
the journal of the British Ornithologists’ Union, and to the Journal of 
the Bombay natural History Society. The last, winch made its initial 
appearance in January 1886, has mmntained unbroken publication 
since then. It has become increasingly important as a metUum for 
disseminating knowledge of Indian birds and is now in its 65th volume. 
The Journal has grovm progressively in international reputation and 
sdentific suture since the turn of the century, and it is true to say 
that no work on Indian ornithology can be complete, or is indeed 
possible, without constant delving into its contents. Many significant 
contributions on birds have appeared in the pages of the Jotanal 
during the last 60 years. Even up to as recently as 1925 almost all the 
writers have been British — chiefly Government officials from all 
branches of the services — Army, Police, Civil, Forest, and others— 
with a sprinkling of business and professional men. The more promi- 
nent of these have already been named in the introductory chapters 

^ VoU. I (1889) Kid 2 (1890) br Eugene W.OiIa undo- the rfitoniip of W.T.Blxnforf, 
Veil. 3 (1895) and 4 (18^) by Blanford hiirarlf. 


of the Fauna, 2nd edition. Many of them continued to make significant 
contributions in the years subsequent to the completion of that work in 
1930. This chronicle Ukes up the thread chiefly from that period on. 

Bird study in India had received its second great boost by the 
publication betsveen 1889 and 1898 of the four bird volumes by 
Eugene W. Oates and W. T. Blanford in the Fauna of British India 
series. As in the case of its predecessor, Jerdon’s Birds of India, it brought 
together and up to date all the advances in knowledge due to the 
extensive work in the field and in the museum during the intervening 
twenty-seven years, from scattered sources including the most im- 
portant — Hume’s Stray Feathers. It took count of the areas omitted 
from Jerdon’s manual, together with Burma, thus covering the entire 
British Indian Empire as it then stood, with the addition — on bio- 
Jogical considerations — also of Ceylon. The inclusion of the extra 
territory increased the number of spedes described by more than 
half, and with the replacement of Jerdon’s archmc nomenclature and 
obsolete system of classification by the more rational and progressive 
one that had since emerged from the anatomical researches of men like 
Huxley, Garrod, and Forbes, the Fauna gave a new look to Indian 
ornithology. It represented a marked improvement over its predecessor 
in every sense but one. Owing to limitations of space it was unhappily 
deemed fit to curtail drastically the descriptions of habits, migration 
etc. or omit them altogether, thus reducing very considerably the 
appeal and usefulness of the publication for the non-technical bird 
lover. This was a distinctly retrograde step. 

Nevertheless the renewed fillip that the volumes gave to Indian bird 
study was clearly responsible for the eruption of the notable crop of 
outstanding field ornithologists that distinguished the next thirty-three 
years up to the publication of Vol. 1 6f the ‘ New Fauna ’, including 
its author E. C. Stuart Baker himself. 

A feature of the period beWeen the two World Wars, and more 
particularly since the end of the Second, is the increasing popularity 
enjoyed by bird watclung and field study as discrete from specimeu 
collecting. This may be said to have given a new dimension to the study 
of Indian birds. The development and perfection of precision instru- 
ments such as field-glasses, cameras, and telephoto lenses, fast films, 
colour photography and sound recording have contributed not a little 
to this. They have helped to produce an ever-widening circle of com- 
petent bird watchers whose photographic records and penetrating 
observations of habits and nidification have added immensely to our 
knowledge, not only of the ecology but also of the systematics of Indian 
birds. 

Thus, one of the more refreshing features of the 2nd edition of the 
Fauna by Stuart Baker (the ‘ New Fauna ’ for short) is the section on 
habits imder each bird, in addition to fuller notes on nidification than 
in its predecessor. To Baker must also go the credit for introducing 
trinomials, officially as it were, into Indian ornithology although 
this system had been increasingly in vogue in Europe for almost tivo 
decades previously, and especially since the publication of Ernst 
Hartert’s great work Die Vogel der paldarhtischen Fauna began in 1910. 

With the innovation of trinonuals in Indian ornithology, a certain 
amount of disagreement and conflict of opinion wtis inevitable among 
ornithologists who had concerned themselves specially with its related 
problems; and indeed controversies have not ceased forty years after 
its introduction. No sooner was the first volume of the New Fauna 
published (in 1922) than the criticisms and arguments began. Whistler 
and Ticehurst in particular joined issue with Baker on a number of 
his statements and dicta. Many of their objections derived from the 
fact that large tracts of the country had as yet not been sufficiently 
explored omithologically and there remained considerable gaps in 
our knowledge of the geographical distribution of many ‘ resident ’ 
birds — knowledge which is crucial for a proper application of the 
subspecies concept. 

Nevertheless it must be conceded that by and large the New Fauna 
represented a distinct advance on its predecessors, though here and 
there it might suffer from obvious defects and inaccuracies of fact aud 
geography. Among the many workers on Indian birds prominent 
during the period between the tivo World Wars (c. 1917 to 1943), 
and the years that followed, perhaps the most significant were E. C. 
Stuart Baker, Hugh IVhistler, Dr CSaud B. Ticehurst, Sir Norman 
Kinnear, Frank Ludlow, B. B. Osmaston, A E. Jones, Charles M. 
Inglis, Salim Ali, W. W. A Phillips, R. S. P. Bates, and E. H. N. 
Lowther. 

Besides these there are numerous others who made important 
contributions to Indian ornithology and whose names constantly 
recur in the Journal of the Bombay natural History Society and other 
scientific periodicab. Foremost among them all mast certainly rank 
Hugh IVhistler, who had not only collected birds diligently during his 
seventeen years in the Imperial Police Service in the Punjab, but also 
amassed copious notes on every aspect of Indian bird life. These data 
were intended for a handbook of Indian birds which he and his close 
friend and collaborator Dr Ticehurst had commenced to svrite jointly. 

It was indeed a tragic blow for Indian ornithology when both these 
men — two of the most meticulous workers we has-e ever had — died 
before the manuscript had made much progress, licehurst in 1941 
and Whistler in 1943.® A portion of Whistler’s manuscript notes and 
files, relating particularly to the Passeres, passed into the hands of one 
of us (S.A.) through the friendly offices of the Honourable Mrs Joan 
* Obiluiria CBT, IIU i94t: 321; HW, /Hr 1943: 524. 
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Whistler. This material tvill be of the greatest usefulness when that 
section of the present Handbook is reached. It has proved invaluable to 
the second author (SDR) in the preparation of his Synopsis which forms 
the groundwork of this teok. 

It was in order to rectify the defidencir.s in our knowledge, chiefly 
of geographical distribution svithin the country pin-pointed by the 
publication of the new Fauna, that, at the instigation of Whisder, the 
Bombay Natural History Society with the financial sponsorship of 
Mr Arthur Vemay — an American business magnate and patron of 
Natural History — undertook, in 1929, a well-planned survey of 
the birds of the Eastern Ghats, at that time one of the least known 
areas in the Peninsula. The extensive survey collections, most excellently 
prepared by V. S. Lapersonne, the Society’s field collector, were studied 
in England by Messrs Whisder and Kinnear with the collaboration of 
Dr Ticehurst. The scientific report of the Eastern Ghats Survey, in 
sixteen parts spread over several volumes of the Journal of the Bombay 
Natural History Society, graphically highlighted the gaps in our 
knowledge and supplied the incentive for a series of similar investi- 
gations in other poorly known parts of the country. These later surveys 
covered Jodhpur, Hyderabad, Travancore, Cochin, Gwalior, Indore, 
Bhopal, Mysore, Bahawalpur( Gujarat, Kutch, Bastar and Kankar 
(eastern Madhya Pradesh), and Orissa, in that order. All the field work, 
except in Jodhpur, was carried out by Sdlim Ali chiefly with funds 
donated by the rulers of the States concerned and others, and supple- 
mented from his own resources — and in close liaison with Hugh 
Whistler up to the time of the latter’s death. The then newly introduced 
air mail service behveen India and the U.K. enabled running contact 
to be maintained from the field, and the rapid exchanges proved 
invaluable in the elucidation of many problems that required prompt 
collection of material and ancillary data. This close coorctination 
behveen field and museum greatly enhanced the scientific worth of the 
surveys. Besides, Salim Ali being more particularly interested in the 
living bird, devoted special attention to ecology and habits, and was 
able to accumulate a considerable amount of new data on these 
aspects in the course of his field work, adding substantially to what 
was recorded before. The late Dato Loke Wan Tho of Malaya, an 
exceptionally keen ornithologist and generous patron of ornithology, 
financed a bird survey of Sikkim during three separate field seasons 
between 1955 and 1957. The field work was again carried out by 
Silim Ali, once svith the active participation of Loke himself, and 
resulted in the publication by the former of the book Birds of Sikkim 
(1962). A few years earlier, in 1948, Loke had also made it financially 
possible for Sdlim Ali to undertake a joint ornithological expedition to 
the Mishmi Hills of north-east Assam (now Luhit Frontier Division, 
NEFA) with S. Dillon Ripley, the results of which were reported in the 
JBNHS (1948, 48: 1-37). Incidentally it was on the Mishmi expedi- 
tion that the idea of the present Handbook was first mooted between 
the authors. All these newly accumulated data soon made it plain that 
Stuart Baker’s Fauna left much room for correction, adchtion and 
improvement in many respects, and emphasized the need for an early 
revision. Added to all the wealth of material procured by these reponal 
bird ‘surveys, mention must be made of the very fruitful collecting 
expeditions of Ripley himself in Nepal, and the Naga Hills of Assam 
(now Nagaland), during the post-war years. Further, during the war 
period Ripley had found opportunities for selective collecting in Ceylon 
while on duty with the American armed forces in that island, thus 
supplementing the excellent work zealously carried on there by 
W. W. A. Phillips over a long series of years. A major contribution 
to bird collections from India was made by another American, 
Walter Koelz, during an extended sojourn of some fourteen years 
(f. 1939-53) in the subcontinent and neighbouring countries. While 
collecting specimens of grains on behalf of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, he managed also to amass a stupendous collection of some 
40,000 bird skins — partly in Iran and Afghanistan, but nuunly in 
Paldstan, Nepal, Assam, and various other insuffidently worked areas 
of the Indian Subregion. Koelz was an indefatigable field collector. By 
dint of unsparing effort and fanatical industry he managed to procure 
large series of many birds poorly represented even in the foremost world 
collections, including some of 'the rarest forms. Unfortunately he does 
not seem to have kept field notes on habits, ecology, etc. He certainly 
never published any, nor have we been privileged to see them in 
MS. — thus depriving Indian ornithology of what could iradoubtedly 
have been his greatest contribution to it. Unfortunately also the vast 
Koelz collection was broken up and dispersed among a number of 
museiuns in the U.S-A., a circumstance which has deprived students of 
the convenience of having all this material available for study in one 
central institution. ' 

• » * • • 

\ 

The standard manuals of ornithology mentioned earlier were excellent 
in their own way, but they presumed a basic familiarity with birds and 
were difficult to use by the iminitiated layman. Betides, it was widely 
realized that now — over thirty years since their publication — Stuari 
Baker’s Fauna volumes were outmoded in many respects and stood in 
urgent need of revision. What was obviously needed at this stage was 
not merely the Fauna in its old format brought up to date, but a work 
which combined strict scientific accuracy ■witii non-technical language 
and popular appeal — concise accounts of life history and habits and, 
above all, good coloured illustrations supplemented by simple clues 
to field identification. Since the change in the political set-up ‘m India 
(in 1947) and the departure of British officials, among whom were to 
be found some of the keenest and most knowledgeable bird-watchers, 
field activity suffered a noticeable setback. A serious impediment to 
tiie development of scientific ornithology in India, where bird-watching 
as a hobby has never been very popular even among thc'more affluent 
and educated classes, was certainly the lack of illustrated literature 


on the birds of the country. The stimulus given to purposeful bird- 
watching as a first step to deeper study by the publication in recent 
years of illustrated books like Whistler’s Popular Handbook of Indian Birds 
and S51im Ah’s Book of Indian Birds clearly pointed to the need of a 
more comprehensive work on the same lines. 

Our inspiration was derived from the admirable Handbook of British 
Birds by. Witherby and others, which combines all the desired features 
in a manner that has seldom been excelled. But though our book is 
so entitled as a tribute to its British original, we are only too conscious 
of the loss it suffers by comparison since our information on most topics 
of the life history and ecology of Indian birds — even of distribution 
— is as yet quite elementary compared ivith that in the British hand- 
book. Nevertheless it seems desirable to record whatever is known if 
only to show the extent of its incompleteness, so that the defidcncia 
may in time be rectified. 

'The first essential, before a befpnning with such a book could be 
made, was an up-to-date checklist as basis for the descriptive volumes 
to follow, a need admirably fulfilled by Ripley’s A Synopsis of the Birds 
of India and Pakistan published by the Bombay Natural History Society 
in 1961. It lists some 1,200 species in nearly 2,100 forms within the 
above limits, with which is also included Ceylon from biolo^cal 
considerations. 

In fhe past the greater part of the ornithological work in India 
consisted of specimen or egg collecting, sometimes rather haphazardly. 
Within recent years these activities have been increasingly replaced 
by bird-watching at various levels of scientific competence. Most of 
the observers have been government officials or tea, coffee or rubber 
planters, fortuitously stationed for varying periods in different 
parts of the country. Few of them possessed any formal biological 
backgroimd, and though a number contributed substantially to our 
knowledge such were, for the size of the country, too few and far 
between. For us — the present authors — difficulty lay in assessing the 
authenticity of the distributional and other records by observen of 
unproved competence in field identification especially where they 
rested solely on sight, or related to topics of a controversial nature. 
There is no doubt that in the past many unwarranted records and 
observations have been uncritically accepted in this way. The need 
for caution has doubled in recent years because of the expanding circle 
of casual bird-watchers of vastly ffivergent expertness, and the decline 
in the vogue of shooting specimens to support identification. Thus 
it is possible that in exercising our judgement in tffis regard we may 
sometimes have erred on the side of overcaution. 

Even after suitable compression of the available data, meagre as 
they are on the whole, a coverage of this magnitude is estimated to 
require 10 volumes of approximately 400 pages each, and many years 
to complete. Such a work must inevitably be a compBatioa to a 
large extent, collating our own notes with the sifted publications and 
MSS. of a large number of field observers and museum workers. In 
view of the coloured illustrations, * feather by feather ’ descriptions of 
plumages, as in the Fauna, were considered redundant The pictures, 
supplemented by the Keys and the paragraphs on Field Characters 
and Museum Diagnosis, should suffice to identify a bird in the field as 
'svell as in the hand. 

The New Fauna has already listed active workers in Indian 
ornithology up to the time of its completion in 1930; that account now 
merely needs carrying forward to the publication of the present volume. 
In addition to the persons named below there are others svho have 
made minor but significant contributions and who will appear in the 
text. During the progress of these volumes it is hoped that further 
names will also need to be added. The major continuing contributors 
as well as new ones since the completion of the second edition of the 
Fauna have been Humayun AbdiUali, Sdlim Ali, E. C. Stuart 
R. S. P. Bates, F. N. Betts, Biswamoy Biswas, F. S. Briggs, P. T. L. 
Dodsworth, E. A. D’Abreu, R. S. Dharmakumarsinbji, C. H. Donald, 
K.' R. Eates, R. L. Fleming (Sr.), J. G. Higgins, Charles M. Inghs, 

A. E. Jones, N. B. Kinnear, Walter Koelz, Satya Chum Law, Low 
Wan Tho, E. H. N. Lowther, Frank Ludlow, R. Meinertzlmgen, 

B, B. Osmaston, W. W. A. Phillips, Mrs Desirde Proud, S. Mon 
Ripley, Claud B. Ticehurst, H. W. Waite and Hugh Whistler. 
Foremost among those active in Burma up to the time of its fall fo foe 
Japanese invaders in the war (1941) were P. F. Garthwaite, T. 
Livesey, H. C. Smith, B. E. Smythies, and J. K. Stanford. Since the 
end of hostilities little work seems to have been done in that country, 
or since the partition (1947) in Pakistan. 
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possible to find the foreign exchange needed for pa)Tnent of the artists’ 
fees, since most of these are of necessity European, but for the generous 
undersmting by friends in the United States of America of the 
substantial amount needed for the purpose. 

The dichotomous keys to genera, species, and subspecies have been 
constructed by one of us (SDR) with the most valuable aid of his 
research assistant Mr Gorman M. Bond, Museum Specialist of the 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, to whom warm thanks arc due. 
We are indebted to Mr Bertram E. Smythies and Messrs Oliver & 
Boyd Ltd, the author and publishers respectively of 7Tii Birds of Burma, 
for their generous permission to use a number of the coloured plates 
painted for that book by Commander A. M. Hughes. A few of the 
figures on these depict a different subspecies to that found uitlun 
Indian limits, but the differences are mostly minor enough to be re- 
conciled by a short verbal correction. We have been similarly privileged 
to use the coloured plates from The Birds of Travancore and Cochin (now 
Birds of Kerala) and The Birds of Sikkim by courtesy of the sponsors 
of those books, the University of Kerala and the Government of 
Sikkim respectively, and of the publishers, the O.xford University 
Press. ^ 

Most of the line drawings in the text are the same as appeared in the 
first edition of the Fauna of British India: Birds, and again in the second 
edition of that work by E. C. Stuart Baker (Taylor &. Francis, for 
the Government of India). In addition, Messrs H. F. & G. IVithcrby 

' Tile plates used in the sectind editinii uf the C'om/wd ftandhooK h.i\e been draisn h\ John flenr\' 
Dick. Sec Publjshcr’t Note to the Second I'-thtion, p.\i 


have generously permitted us to reproduce some of the ver^’ useful text 
figures from their Handbook of British Birds. All this considerate coopera- 
tion has not only helped to cut down costs, especially of painting the 
extra coloured plates and block-making, but also’ resulted in a 
considerable sating of time. 

The distribution maps have been constructed or adapted from a 
number of different sources the chief of which are Allas of European 
BirirbyK. H. Voous (Nelson), IFafer/bioZ^tis IForWbyJeanDelacout 
(Country Life), and Birds of the Soviet Union by G. P. Dementiev, H. 
Gladkov el al. 

Lastly, our particular and grateful appreciation is due to the staff 
of the Oxford University Press. But for their running bombardment of 
queries and suggestions many more inaccuracies, inconsistencies and 
ambiguities would have persisted in this volume than the reader is 
perhaps still likely to discover. 
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Orntthologists conditioned to the sequence of Orders and Famib'& 
in Stuart Baker’s Fauna volumes may experience some initial incon- 
venience and confusion by the arrangement in the present handbook. 
In the main tlus represents the scheme proposed by Wetmore {Proc. 
U.S. Hal. Museum, 76, Art. 24, 1930, pp. 1-8) now used more or less 
internationally xvith minor shufflings chiefly in the Passeriform (‘ Song 
bird ’) families. Tlus sj’stem was formally introduced into Indian onti- 
thology by the’ publication in 1961 of A Synopsis of the Birds of India 
and Pakistan by S. Dillon Ripley, our latest authentic checklist, which 
virtually forms the index volume and basis of the present work. Super- 
ficially this system is little more than the old one in revene. Whereas 
the Fauna began with the Order Passeriformes as containing the puta-- 
lively highest developed forms and worked down to the lowest, namely 
to the Gaviifonnes (Loons and Divers), we now begin at the bottom 
of the evolutionary tree and svork up to the highest evolved forms. 

The 'sequence of Orders and Families followed in the second 
editions of Vols. 1-4 and the first editions of Vols. 5-10 is as under. 
Some taxonomic changes made in the second editions of the Handbook 
volumes are in accordance >yith the second edition of the Synopsis. 

Volume 1 (Nos. 1-224) 

Order cavhformes 
Family Gaviidae : Divers, Loons 
Order pod ic i piti form es 
Family Podidpedidae : Grebes 
Order p rocellariiformes 

Family Procellariidac ; Petrels, Sheanvaters 
Hydrobatidae : Storm Petrels 
Order pelecaniformes 
Family Phaethontidae : Tropic-birds 
Pelecanidae ; Pelicans 
Sulidae ; Boobies 

Phalacrocoraddae : Cormorants and Darter 
Fregatidae : Frigate Birds 
Order ciconiiformes 

Family Ardeidae : Herons, Egrets, Bitterns 
Ciconiidae ; Storks 
Threskiontithidae : Ibises, Spoonbill 
Phoenicopteridac ; Flamingos 
Order anseriformes 

Family Anatidae : Ducks, Geese, Swans 
Order falconiformes 
Family Aedpitridae ; Hawks, Vultures, etc. 

Falconidae : Falcons 

Volume 2 (Nos. 225-434) 

Order gaeliformes 
Family Megapodiidae: Megapodes 

Phasianidae: Pheasants, Partridges, Quails 
Order groiformes 

Fanuly Tunticidae: Bustard-Quails 
Grmdae: Crmes 
Rallidae: Rails, Coots 
Heliomithidae: Finfoots 
Otididae: Bustards 
Order charadrijforjies 
Family Ja^anidac: Ja^anas 

Haematopodidac: Oystercatchers . 

Charadriidae; 

Subfamily Charadriinac: Plovers 

Scolopadnae: Curletvs, Sandpipers, Snipe, Woodcock 
Phalaxopinac: Phalaropcs 
Family Rostratulidae: Fainted Sitipe 

Recurvirostridae: Stilts, Avocets, Ibisbills 
Dromadidae: Crab Plovers 


Volume 3 (Nos. 435-665) 

Family Burhinidae : Stone Curlews, Thick-knees 
Glareolidae; Coursers, Pratincoles 
Stercorariidae: Skuas, Jaegers 
Laridae: Gulls, Terns 
Order columbiformes 

Family Pteroclididae: Sandgrouse 

Columbidae: Pigeons, Doves 
Order psittaciformes 
Family Psittacidae: Parrots 
Order cuculiformes 
Family Cuciilidae: Cuckoos 
Order strioxforsies 
Fanuly Strigidae: 

Subfamily Tytoninae: Bam Owls 
Striginae: Owk 

Volume 4 (Nos. 666-871) 

Order c aprixiulgiformes 
Family Podargidae: Frogmouths 

Caprimulgidae : Nightjars or Goatsuckers 
Order apodiformes 
Family Apodidae: 

Subfamilv Apodinac: Swifts 

Hemiprocninae; Crested Swifts 
Order trogoe’iformes 
Family Trogonidac: Trogons 
Order CO RAC 1 1 formes 

Family Alcedinidae: Kingfishers 
Meropidae; Bee-eaters 
Coraciidae; Rollers or Blue Jays 
Upupidae: Hoopoes 
Bucerotidae: Hombills 
Order PiciroRMES 

Family Capitonidae; Barbets 

Indicatoridae: Honeyguides 
Piddae: 

Subfamily Jynginae: Wrynecks 
Picumninae: Piculcts 
Pidnae: Woodpeckers 
Order Passeriformes 

Family Eurylaimidae: Broadbills 
Pittidae: Pittas 

Volume 5 (Nos. 872—1063) 
Family Alaudidac: Larks 

Hirundinidac: Swallows 
Laniidae: Shrikes or ‘ Butcher Birds ’ 

Oriolidac: Orioles 
Dicruridac: Drongos 

Artamidae: Swallow-Shrikes or Wood Swallows 
Stumidae: Starlings, Mynas 
Conidae: Crows, Magpies, Jays, etc. 
Bombydllidae: 

Subfamily Bombycillinae: IVaxwings 
Hypocoliinae; Hypocolius 

Volume 6 (Nos. 1(164—1271) 

Family Campephagidae: Cuckoo-Shnkcs, Minivets 
irenidae- Fairy Bluebirds, Iotas, Leaf Birds 
Pycnonotidae: Bulbuls 
Muscicapidae : 

Subfamily Timaliinae: Babblers (part) 
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Volume 7 {Nos. 1272-1470) 

Family Musdcapidae (cont.) : 

Subfamily Timaliinae: Babblers (cont.) 

Musdcapinae: Flycatchers 

Pachycephalinae: Thickheads or Shrikebilled Flycatchers 

Volume 8 (Nos. 1471-1680) 

Family Musdcapidae (cont.) : 

Subfamily Sylviinae: Warblers ■ 

Turdinae: Thrushes,. Robins, C3iats 

Volume 9 (Nos. 1681-1891) 

Subfamily Turdinae: Thrushes, Robins, Chats (cont.) 

Family Troglodyddae: Wrens 
Family Cinclidae: Dippers 

Prunellidae: Accentors or ‘Hedge Sparrows’ 

Paridae: 

Subfamily Parinae: True Tits 

Remiainae: Penduline Titmice 
Aegithalinae: Longtailed Utmice 
Family Sittidae: 

Subfamily Sittinae: Nuthatches 

Tichodromadinae: Wall Creepers 
Salpomitinae: Spotted Creepers 
' Famil y Certhiidae; Tree Creepers 

Motadllidae; Pipits, Wagtails 

Volume 10 (Nos. 1892-2060) 

Family Dicaddaee Flowerpeckers 

Nectariniidae: Sunbirds, Spiderhunters 
Zosteropidae: White-eyes 
Ploceidae: 

Subfamily Passerinae: House and Rock Sparrows 
Ploceinae: Weaver Birds or Bayas • 

Estrildinae; Munias 
Family Fringillidae; 

Subfamily Fringillinae; Chaffinches 

Carduelinae : Goldfinches and allies 
Family Emberizidae: Buntings 

Measurements. At the head of each description', before ftbuj 
CHARACTERS, is given an indication of size, first as compared with some 
well-known and familiar bird (the signs and — denoting larger or 
smaller than, and d: more or less equal to), and then by length in 
centimetres and inches. This refen to the length from tip of bill to tip 
of tail of a freshly killed bird laid on its back, unstretched, or of a 
sinularly made up museum skin. This measure is purely as a mattef of 
convenience in field identification since it is easy enough for anyone 
to hold his two hands apart and visualize what ‘ about 15 era. of 6 
inches ’ means. It has no scientific value. 

Under musecu diagnosis the measurements given for wing, bill, 
tarsus, and tail are those taken by the standard methods as shown in 
the Explanatory Figures. It must be mentioned, however, that in all 
of Stuart Baker’s measurements quoted from the Fauna, the bill has 
been measured from the forehtad feathers to the tip (i.e. culracn), and 
not from the shell as is now the accepted practice. Wing measurement 
in particular can be more satisfactorily taken in the flesh — cither 
on a freshly killed bird or a lising one — while the joints arc still 
flexible and easy to manipulate. There is some slight shrinkage on 
drying which can largely be compensated for by not pressing and 
straightening out the fresh wing on the rule too much (as when measur- 
ing a dry skin) but merely leaving it in a fully extended natural position. 
This precaution is necessary in order to make the wing comparable 




1 Wmg 


2 Bm 


3 Tarsus 

4 Tail 


^AKDARD UTTHOD OF MEASURING BIROS 

Pressed out oa the rule until it is quite flat, giving 
the longest measurement obtainable. For very Urge 
birds (c.g. eagles and swans), a measuring tape is 
stretched from the carpal joint to the longest feather 
along the upper side of the wing. This is known as 
the chord measurement. 

From skull. One end of the dividers is slid along the 
culmen and pressed to the skull, which is usually 
concealed by feathers. This gives a more consistent 
measimement than from the end of feathering to 
the tip {‘ culmen * or ‘ bill from feathers '), 

One end of the diriders is pressed to the tibiotarsal 
or ' knee * joint, the other passed to the joint at the 
base of the middle toe. 

One end of the dividers is slid between the central 
^ feathers and pressed to the body while the other 
is passed to the tip of the longest feather. 


%vith dry museum skins later. 

Weight. Field collectors have paid little attention to this 
detail in the past except perhaps in the case of some game biri. Apart 
from being a record of sexual differences in many species, fluctuations 
in weight due to seasonal physiological changes and deposition of body 
fat have an important bearing for the study of bird migration ; therefore, 
ts-hereyer possible weights should be accurately recorded. With smaU 
birds like most passerines this is easily done by slipping the bird, dead 
or alive, into a plastic bag and hooking it on to a suitable spring 
balance, the tare having been previously ascertained. With large live 
birds some device to prevent them from fluttering during weighment is 
necessary. 

Note. Much of our information relating to nesting has been 
culled from Stuart Baker, either from FBI or from his Kdificatm cf 
Birds of the Indian Empire, Though these are authentic sources by and 
large, it needs to be emphasized that some of this author’s data con- 
cerning clutch sizes, and even his identifications of certain eggs, are 
suspect or demonstrably erroneous, Baker, although an experienced 
oologist himself, often collected his eggs and information vicariously 
■with the help of local shikaris and hired jungle people, or purchased 
them in lots from minor professional collectors whose testimony ms 
not always dependable. Therefore any of his published data that 
differ widely from those of other workers or from personal experience 
must be treated with caution since they are more than likely to have 
been vitiated in this manner. Every effort has here been made to 
weed out all palpably doubtful records. 
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The 2100 odd species and subspecies of birds that comprise the avifauna 
of the Indian subcontinent and Ceylon include land birds as well as 
pelagic forms such as petrels, shearwaters, frigate birds, boobies, and 
skuas normally found only out at sea but which get blown in sporadi- 
cally on our seaboard during heavy monsoon gales. Roughly about 
. 350 forms are extralimital seasonal immigrants, me anin g that they 
breed outside out. territory j mostly in the Palacatctic Region beyond 
the Himalayas — in central and northern Asia, and eastern and 
northern Europe. The most abundant and regular tvinter migrants are 
the ducks and geese (Anatidae), Wading or Shore birds (Charadriidae) 
especially of the subfamilies Charadriinae and Scolopacinae, Cranes 
(Gruidae), and the passerine families Hirundinidac (Swallotvs), 
Musdcapidae especially Musdcapinae (Flycatchers), Sylviinae (War- 
blers), Turdinae (Thnishes and Chats), Motacillidae (Pipits and 
Wagtails), Fringillidae (Finches), and Emberizidae (Buntings). But 
many other families are represented among the migrants as well. 
Moreover, every gradation of migration is met tvith, from local move- 
ments of no more than a few kilometres, or a few hundred metres 
altitudinally in the Himalayas or peninsular mountains, to enormous 
trans-HimaJayan journeys involving several thousand kilometres each 
tvay. 

Besides the large number of extralimital migrants, there are 
numerous others whose palaearctic breeding range just encroaches our 
boundaries on the Afghanistan-West Pakistan border, and also into 
Gilgit, Ladakh, Garhwal, Nepal; Sikkim, Bhutan, and NE. Assam. 
Many of these spedes spread over northern India in winter, and many 


over the rest of the Peninsula as well. In all respects they behave Ukc 
the true migrants from beyond, arriving with them and spreading 
out over the country in autumn, chiefly between September an 
November, and leaving again for their northern breeding 
before our hot weather commences in March/April. Considering the 
hundreds of spedes and the millions of individuals involved in thoe 
biasmutd journeys, year after year, 'it is amazing how litti® precise 
information we possess concerning the provenance, routes and goals, 
and other factual details of the migrants. Practically all that is *npivn 
is based on somewhat scrappy and haphazard observations, 
of British army and d-vil service personnel who happened to be stationed 
along the strategic Indo-Afghan border within the last 100 7'^”' 
Some of these men were excellent field naturalists and have contribut 
vastly to our basic knowledge of Indian ornithology. The nam« o 
Scully, Biddulph, the tivo Marshall brothers, Magrath, Whitenea 
and Donald stand out from amongst the many others in this “'"’“'.V 
Their observational data, though primarily relating to sportuig n 
such as ducks, geese, and cranes, form the hard core of practical y 
that’ is known of trans-Himalayan bird migration. ^ 

the broad pattern of the seasonal movements and indicated Ina 
ramn migration route between Siberirand central Asia °’ 

hand and the Indian peninsula on the other was the Indus a ft 
the northwest. Similar though even more fragmentary _ 

marion from the northeastern • outposts of India suggest tha 
NE. Asia the Tsangpo or Brahmaputra river and its afflucnu cons 
the principal flyway. The tsvo migrational streams enter from ci 
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end of the Himalayan mountain chain in a pincer movement and 
converge on the tip of the Peninsula, weakening as they advance south- 
ward and trickle over into Ceylon which virtually forms the terminus. 
However, increasing evidence is being procured by mountaineers in , 
recent years that migrants also fly directly across the Himalayas, even 
over some of the highest sections of the mountain barrier, thereby 
in effect shortening their journeys very considerably. Not only have 
many migrating geese, waders and passerine birds been visually 
recorded during daytime* and heard passing over the high altitude 
camps at night, but climbers have also come across remains of migra- 
tory birds such as ducks, cranes, waders, and eagles* strewn on high 
glaciers in the Himalayas and Karakorams which had evidently 
perished in storms and blizzards. At Dehra Dun geese have been 
observed through a telescope flying northward in spring at a hdght of 
c. 29,500 feet (8830 m.) across the face of the moon. Indeed there is now 
sufficient evidence of this kind to suggest that a far greater amount of 
passage must take place directly over the High Himalayas than had 
hitherto been credited. Recent migration studies by radar in Europe 
and America have shown that, contrary to older beliefs, even small 
passerine birds may travel at unsuspected heights of 6000 metres' or 
more, which lends colour to this probability. Nevertheless it is true that 
a large proportion of the migratory birds, especially ducks and geese, 
that enter the subcontinent from the northwest in autumn — when 
the journey is more leisurely performed — sweep down the valley of 
the Indus river. One arm of the migrational tide branches off early 
in a SE. direction and debouches into the north Indian plains through 
Hazara, Kashmir, and the Punjab. The Kagan and Kurram Valleys 
on the northwest frontier of Pakistan have been specifically named in 
this connexion (Whitehead, Magrath). The other arm continues 
southward down the Indus and, avoiding the inhospitable expanse 
of the Thar or Indian Desert to the east, veers further south in a south- 
easterly direction to cross the Great Rann of Kutch, northern Gujarat 
and Saurashtra and enter the Indian peninsula. This stream is augmen- 
ted in its course by migrants travelling SSE. from W. Asia — from 
the Caspian-Aral region through Iran, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, and 
Lower Sind. This, in broad outline, is the general picture that emerg^ 
from a consideration of the data available. But it is largely conjectural 
and hypothetical and needs verifying by more intensive studies. There 
is reason to believe that for many species the pattern of the spring 
migration, which is usually more hurried and direct, with fewer stop- 
overs and also at higher altitudes, is very different. Kutch also lies 
on the extreme eastern fringe of a broad stream of through migration 
that sweeps down from central and northern Asia in a southwesterly 
direction in autumn. This current passes over Afghanistan and the 
former NW. Frontier Province, down through Baluchistan and Sind, 
then across the Arabian Sea and the tip of southern Arabia into 
Somalia, Abyssinia, and further south in the African continent. Such - 
species as the Kashmir Roller {Coracias garrulus semenowi), European 
Nightjar {Caprimulgus europaeus unuiini), European and Bluecheeked 
Bee-eaters (Merops apiasUr and M. s. persiem), Redbacked Shrike 
{Laiiius collurio), Rock Thrush {Manlicola saxalUis), Greybacked Ghat 
{Erythropjgia galactoles familiaris), Indian Whitethroat [Sylvia communis 
icterops). Spotted Flycatcher [Muscicapa striata ruamanni), aAd others, 
travel regularly by this route. From the absence of Indian records on 
spring passage it is evident that most of them, at any rate, take a 
different route for the return journey north. 

Far less is known about bird migration across our northeastern 
frontiers. This is largely due to the uninhabited, rugged and mostly 
inaccessible nature of the terrain in the eastern Himalayas, and to the 
fact of this frontier having been considered of too little strategic im- 
portance in the past to necessitate the stationing of British military 
personnel such as have provided most of our data for the northwest. 
Tlic recent Chinese incursions in that quarter have dictated greater 
vigilance and logistic developments, and with the opening up of the 
North-cast Frontier Agency tracts (NEFA) to ‘ civilizing ’ influences 
it is to be hoped that our knowledge of bird migration in that area will 
profit. 

In so far as Ceylon is concerned there is some evidence for the 
presumption that not only do both the western and eastern arms of the 
palaearctic migration into the Indian peninsula cross over into the 
island, but also of a third route that brings NE. Asiatic migrants , 

* Buwas reports seeing astray hoopoe (Vpupa ffiogs) on Pumo’ri Glacier, f. 5790 m., 
in May. 

* Blaclctailed Godwit (Limojo Itmosa) and Pintail Duck {Anas acuta) on Khumbu Glacier 
e. 16,000 It. (48^ m.) at the foot of Mt Everest, and Steppe Eagles (AquUa nipolsnsis) on 
South Col, e.J^fiOO ft (7925 m.). 


through Indochina and Thailand via the Andamans. So far, howtvt: 
.direct proof of this has l^en provided by ring recoveries (Phillipj jw 

Our knowledge of Indian bird migration has so far consisted I • 
of fragmentary records, often of a subjective aind conjectural “ 
The first attempt to rectify this deficiency was a modest scheme 
bird-ringing initiated in 1926 by.the Bombay Natural History ' 
with the active cooperation of the then Maharaja of Dhar (Sir Ud.” 
Puar) and the rulers of a few other Indian States, as well as some 'r,’ 
larger zamindars of Sind. Considering the meagreness and t 
nature of that experiment, which virtually petered out by 1934 V 
lack of funds, the results proved unexpectedly grafliying. Those 
ring recoveries constituted our first positive confirmation that 
our migratory ducks are in fact derived from Siberia and from 
and northeastern Asia, often over distances of 3000 to 5000 km. 
more. In' addition to Indian-ringed birds recovered in the U.S.S,' 
some highly significant recoveries of European-ringed birds in hifi 
were also obtained during the same period: a Green Sandpip® 
■ [Tringa ochropus) ringed near Moscow, in Kerala; a White Stei 
[Ciconia ciconia) ringed in western Germany, in Rajasthan; Md aRr 
Pastor [Stumus roseus) ringed in.Hungary, in the Punjab. 

^ It was not till the year 1960 that a more comprehensive prajttt 
for bird-ringing in India became possible through the cooperafc 
of various scientific organizations interested jn the problem tl 
possible dissemination of arthropod-borne viruses by migmlict 
birds. During the seven years Of operation of this scheme nearly i 
hundred thousand migratory birds have been ringed, chiefly svagtai 
(Motacillidae) and of several otheV passerine families, in addition to 
ducks (Anatidae) and waders (Char'adriidae). So far all the anti 
has been done departmentally by the Bombay Natural Histoij 
Society in a few selected localities, but it is proposed to expail 
the programme with the cooperation of individual ornithologists anl 
naturalists’ associations into a coordinated network of riiiging £tll 
stations giving the widest possible coverage over the subcondnoit 
The intensive ringing of migratory birds, combined svith visual records 
and other data regularly maintained by competent observers and ova 
prolonged periods of time, and supplemented by modem migratioa 
study techniques and mechanical devices such as radar, can alone 
provide an unequivocal picture of the situation in our area. Of aJ 
these, perhaps large-scale bird-ringing is the most immediately 
importarit. 

The aluminium rings used by the Society are ol several appropnate 
sizes. They bear the inscription inform , Bombay nat. hist, 
SOClEtY together with a serial number prefixed by a letter of the 
-alphabet denoting size. In order to coordinate all ringing activitio in 
the subcontinent and minimize dissipation of effort and data, it ii 
desirable that only the Bombay Natural History Society’s rings should 
be used, as is being done in Ceylon. All r&coveries, svhether of llese 
rings or foreign ones in India, should be reported (preferably accois- 
panied by the actual ring) to' the Society as the central organiiuW 
in this part of the world for ringing and maintaining recordi sti 
furnishing up-to-date information. 

Very little has been published on Indian bird migration, andtui 
largely as haphazard parochial arrival and departure dates of rando: 
species in random parts of the country. Most of these records is 
scanty and irregular.- They are, moreover, buried away amongregiw 
bird papers published from time to time chiefly in the Jmmol Sf *• 
Bombay IPfatural History Society or The Ibis, and difiicult to unearth K 
collate. , , 

, The map indicates the pattern of Anatid migration vs revealto . 
the recoveries of ringed ducks in and from the subfcon&cnt to dir 
This,. in general, is the pattern gradually developing in the cW* 
other palaearctic migrants as well, but it may be a long ^ 
we have sufficient authentic data to deduce satisfactory . 

elusions. Details of a few significant recoveries will be found under 
species concerned. , 
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‘The ‘ Oriental Region ’ (or Indian Region as he called it) was first 
proposed as one of the six zoogeographic regions of the world by Philip 
Lutley Sclater in 1858. His subdivisions were based on the study of 
birds for he was an ornithologist. In spite of the century of discussion 
and research that has ensued, his arrangement is still followed today. A 
more specific discussion of the zoogeography of India followed in the 
paper of Blanford (1901). 

Broadly speaking the Oriental Region encompasses most of what is 
today known politically as India, excluding the higher reaches of the 
Himalayan mountains although the Oriental fauna and flora extend 
up to 11,000 feet in some cases (Ripley, 1961). Nepal, Ceylon and 
adjacent islands. East Pakistan, and large areas of southeast Asia are 
included in the Oriental Region.* West Pakistan is a much drier area 

* For a fuller account lec S&llm Ali 1964, Article ' Oriental Region ’ in llioinson, A. L.. 
(ed0» (London & New York). 


' TtlV 

and belongs to a transition zone of southern di®*'?! 

Palaearctic Region so-called, with drier, more tempe 
partly trending towards the hot dry Somali arid zone 
(1932), as described for Arabia (Ripley, 1954). rtonli** 

In his excellent general book on zoogeography, pattt*®' 

has pointed out that the interpretation and study of 
distribution of animals which makcs_ the subject o ^ fjtfs: 
consists of a number of subpattems. The first and bro ^ 
limitation, the final liimts of a species or a larger cL 

or family or class of animal. Within geographical 
of anim^ exhibit roughly parallel distributions, 'nic 
considcring of the limits then to which cold-adapted or w 
animals proceed, tends to bring into rough focus tim conc 
graphical regions of the world. Tlius the Oriental Region 
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a geographic part of the land and fresh waters of the world, has a certain 
limit imposed on it by climate and temperature within which groupings 
■ of animals find their preferred home. 

A second subpattcm is zmation, implying climate, and it is funda- 
mental to the land divisions of the Oriental Region that it falls primarily 
within the tropical zone with fingers extending up into the mountains. 
Mountmns of course in tropical latitudes serve as islands. By pro- 
ceeding upwards and gaining altitude the tropical zone is lost gradually 
and at a steady rate. Gradually the subtropical, then the temperate 
zones arc encountered, and finally at the greatest heights, the alpine 
zone may be reproduced as it were, duplicating contfitions found in 
the tundras of the far north or the subantarctic. 

A third pattern is that of gtographical radiation, of spreading outwards 
of a particular group of amm^ fir-om some geographic centre. A 
powerful world centre for animal evolution has apparently been the 
old-world tropics so-called, the heartland of which is the Oriental 
Region. Thus in the case of birds, the dominant families of birds in 
India belong to what is sometimes called the ‘ Indochinese ’ fauna, 
the birds adapted to life in warm, moist tropical southeast Asia, birds 
primarily of jungle or heavy forest. The geographical ramifications of 
southeast Asia, the tangled patterns of mountain chains, river drainage 
.systems and a long period of stable climate seem to have been id^ 
Tor the evolution of a wide array of species of birds. 

A fourth subpattem is that of differentiation of faunas. Here in the 
tropics of the Oriental Region this is well illustrated in birds where 
there is great diversity. Over sixty per cent of alt the endemic species 
of Indian birds (endemic meaning restricted to a particular placm are.of 
the ‘Indochinese’ subregion so-called, confined to the Oriental R^on. 

Darlington’s fifth subpattem is that of concentration in the largest, most 
favourable areas. Here again this phenomenon is well-illustrated in 
the response of the bird fauna of India which, being predominantly 
tropical, occurs in greatest concentration in the largest areas of rainfall 
in eastern India, East Paldstan, along the moimtain chains wherever 
the monsoon shadow occurs, especizdly in southwest India, in parts 
of Ceylon and in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. . 

Of all the zoogeogra’phical r.egions of the world, perhaps the Oriental 
is the least limited by barriers, but at the same time it is one of the 
principal if not the principal one from the point of view of evolution 
and of haring acted as a centre of dispersal. Only northern South 
America has a richer fauna, only tropical America, and some of the 
most isolated areas like New Zealand, have a higher rate in proportion 
of qjedes formation and evolutionary response. 

A brief review of geological origins may be appropriate here. In 
Penruan times, more than trvo hundred million years ago, the p enins ula 
of India and an inter-cormected Ceylon, all the area south of the 
Ganges river basin, was part' of a continental region. This massif is 
composed of ancient rocks which to the geologist are representative of a 
continent. These rocks are knosvn as the Gondwana formation and the 
outlines of this ancient continent can be traced up to northwestern 
India -on the west, towards Calcutta on the east, with the edges of 
marine sediments marking old coastlines, and old river beds emptying 
into areas of former seas. The special fos^ shells of this rock show that 
the continent was riiruned by far cooler seas than today. What the 
continent of Gondwanaland consisted of may never be knorvn, but 
there are clues irom the presence of similar rock formations. It may 
have spread south as far as the Seychelles Islands to Madagascar, cast 
to western Australia, and perhaps even farther south and west. 'Whatever 
the cotmexions of this ancient past, we do know that the continents 
were presumably closer together many aeons ago. Recent studies of 
oceanographers and geophysicists show systems of ridges deep in the 
oceans which parallel the continental masses and may well indicate a 
gradual expansion of the earth’s exterior surface by the process of inter- 
nal rormexion or the transfer of rock materials under great heat and 
pressure. The continents thus may be drifting apart under the slow 
convection of the earth’s interior at a rate of perhaps one centimetre 
a year. But irom the point of riesv of the distribution of warm-blooded 
vertebrates these andent connexions have little if any influence. 

Between Palaeozoic times (induing the Permian) and Recent 
time comes the vast stretch of the Mesozoic or Age of Reptiles, 


occupying more than one hundred thirty million years. Birds probably 
had thdr origin during the middle of this Era but it is the Cenozoic 
or Recent Era of the last seventy milflon years which has seen 
the evolution of birds as we know them today, warm-blooded, rrith 
feathers, untoothed bills and the other physical feature of their dass. 

Large parts of the northern Oriental Region were under svater until 
well on in the Recent, the Cenozoic Era. The northern fringes of the 
Himalayas were under the water of the great central Eurasian sea, the 
Sea of Tefhys which continued into Pliocene times, less than tweuty 
million years ago, gradually drying and retreating to leave behind 
the Mediterranean, the Black, Caspian and Aral seas. The former 
boundaries of the Tethj-s Sea extend south to West Pakistan and central 
India and included the drainage basin lowlands of the Indus and 
Ganges river systems. As the seas gradually disappeared and land rose, 
violent stresses in the outer layers of the earth produced foldings of the 
mantle to raise up mountain chains from the Alps cast to the Pamirs 
and the Himalayas and the north-south systcms.of ridges of eastern 
Assam, Burma and southwest China. 

The most recent geological period has been the Pleistocene or Ice 
Age, marked by four successive cold periods with cycles of glaciation, 
lowered climate and increased rainfall alternating s\-ith milder, drier 
intervening times. During these alternations, the locking up of u’ater 
in the form of ice lowered the sea surface to cormect many contiiiental 
shelf islands such as Ceylon svith the mainland. Our present climate of 
relative warmth and urfocking of ic« svith rising seas has perristed for 
approximately ten thousand years. ^ 

In terms of climatic lustory, India and the related components of 
the Oriental Region have been stable for a very long time. The recent 


ice ages of the Pleistocene may well have coindded with increased 
rainfall or pluvial periods in the tropics. Greater humidity and accom- 
panying cloud cover help to create cooler average temperatures. All 
these conditions would suffice to lower temperatures suffidently on 
mountain ranges or highlands so that temporary avenues or highways 
for mountain stepping-stone-hopping can be provided for spedes of 
animals and plants adapted to cooler climates. Much of the spread 
then of mountain-adapted or cool climate-adapted spedes into the 
highlands of the tropical zones and their later isolation and evolution 
in time into a radiating network of related spedes can be postulated 
as a result of one’s knowledge of the changes in the climate cydes in 
the Pleistocene. Thus geographical isolation could combine with small 
climate changes to promote adaptive changes in spedes. Subsequent 
climatic events bringing together former isolated populations a second 
or third time would serve as the testing ground to determine if genetic 
isolation had been achieved. If so, new spedes had been bom in the 
process. 

One of the most noted current zoogeographers of India svas the late 
Dr Sunder Lai Hora of the Zoolo^cal Siuvey who developed an 
important thesis of the efistribution of torrential river fish. His Satpura 
Hypothesis (1950) postulates that by middle Eocene times at the 
beginning of the Recent or Cenozoic Era, the Himalayan mountains 
began to erupt, rising up and starting the cutting oET of the Tethys Sea. 
This rising has been slow and continuous down through the Pleistocene. 
South of the Himalayas in the northern Indian Peninsula volcanic 
action occurred in late Cretaceous and early Eocene times covering 
some 20,000 square miles of land with a thick series of volcanic layers 
known as the Deccan traps. The result was that formerly continuously 
distributed tropical climate species of plants, insects and vertebrates 
became isolated in south India and Ceylon, separated fiom related 
populations in eastern India and east to China. These upheavals, 
traced by geologists, affected the drainage of rivets and the distribution 
of related fish. Originally, peninsular Indian streams up to the Miocene 
Epoch had drained north into the Sea of Tethys or its related river 
systems. The Deccan explosives and the Himalayan rise turned penin- 
sular Indian drainage systems to the east. Contemporary rivers of 
southern China and southeast Asia changed thdr courses fiom cast 
to south and west enabling their fish species to reach Burma. Dr Hora 
believed that these fish firom southern China eventually populated 
the Himalayas firom the cast, spreading very gradually westwards. 
Fossils of the Pliocene Epoch just before the Pldstocene show that fish 
spedes were becoming ffistributed west along the feeders of the great 
river called by geologists the Indobrahm, which drained the enormous 
marshes left by the disappearance of the Sea of Tethys. 

South of the Indobrahm at the edge of the Deccan traps arose an 
elevated series of hills running from east to west fi'om the southern edge 
of the Himalayas in Bengal and Bihar nearly to the sea at Bombay. 
Hora explained the distribution of the hill-stream fish along these 
Satpura Hills fi-om.the eastern Himalayas to western peninsular India 
and eventually gradually south to Kerala, and, in a few cases of related 
forms of higher vertebrates and plants, aided by the climate cycles, 
south into Ceylon. 

By Pliocene times the Ganges system of today began to form, draining 
the Himalayas and flowing south and cast instead of west as had the 
Indobrahm. A recent feature of this system has been the capture of the 
Tsangpo, the eastward-flowing river of Tibet, through the penetration 
by climatic erosion of the upper Assam gorges by the Brahmaputra, 
a tributary of the Ganges system. Presumably the Brahmaputra did 
not manage to erode its way north into the Hbetan gorges to capture 
the Tsangpo, turning it away from the Yellow River and Yangtse 
systems very recently. But in a relative sense it must have been rather 
recently in the Pleistocene Epoch. 

Even though much of this history is old, as far back as Pleistocene 
or late Miocene times, the resulting evolution, the resulting patterns 
of distribution of the avifaima of India as it is understood today, show 
distinct traces of these events. Silim Ali (1949) has pointed out the 
importance of the Satpura Hills as an ornitbogeographical highway, as 
has Ripley (1949). 

In regard to the great marshes of late Pliocene time, aftermath of 
the Sea of Tethys, it would appear that several bird species in their 
peculiar evolution and adaptation mark the long persistence of this 
phenomenon. They can be thought of as living relics of a past epoch. 
The preference of these spedes is for marshes of large extent along the 
remains of the system, the Indobrahm system’. That they remain 
today means only that the resulting river and marsh habitats have not 
been too unsuitable, although one of the spedes has unfortunately 
very likely become extinct in the last thirty years. This is the Pink- 
headed Duck, Ehodanessa caryopl^llacea, a reh'et spedes of the present 
Ganges river drainage area (Ripley, 1953). 

Tsvo other spedes of local distribution in marshy areas in the central 
and northwestern parts of the subcontinent are: 1) the Bristled Grass 
Warbler, Chaetomis striatus, and 2) the Sind Jungle Sparrow, Passer 
pyrrhonotas, the latter found as far west as eastern Iran. 

Indian zoogeography shows evidence for two of the well-known 
zoogeographic theories. The first of these is Ginger’s theory, which states 
that in areas of increased humidity warm-blooded animals tend to have 
darker surfaces than thdr immediate relatives living in drier areas. 
Many spedes of birds and mammals which live in the forests along the 
foot of the Himalayas, in the Western Ghats, or in Ceylon tend to 
substantiate Gloger’s theory. Such small forest birds as partridges, 

babblers, flycatchers, warblers and sunbiids have paler populations 

geographical subspedes so-called — living to the west in areas of decrea- 
sed rrunfalL Along the sweep of the Himalayas where the monsoon rains 
fall more heavily in the cast, east of eastern Nepal, this phenomenon 
shows as a break, a discontinuity in the continuous gradual progression 
of colour tones of the bird populations. West of this break in the climate. 
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bird populations tend to be paler, to the-cast darker. . ' 

Another theory is that of Bergmann. Bergmann’s hypothesis states 
that warm-blooded animals tend to become larger than their nearest 
relatives, in areas of increased cold climate. This genetic selection is in 
response to the physical fact that a larger animal has a diminished 
exposure of surface in relation to its internal volume than a smaller 
animal. Thus a mouse, for example, has a greatly increased surface area 
compared to its internal volume than has a larger rat. The theory 
implies, however, that only closely related geographical subspecies 
of the same species be compared. Certain bird species in the Himalayas 
appear to respond to this hypothesis as their high-altitude populations 
are larger than their plains relatives. Some warblers, magpies, bush 
chats, robins, mynas and a nuthatch seem to show size differences. 
Again throughout the Indian plains there seems to be a similar correla- 
tion wth degrees of latitude. Many specie's of birds living year-round 
in the plains south of 20-22° N. latitude tend to average smaDer in 
overall proportions than\the populations of the same species living 
farther north. Examples of this may be found in the pigeons, 
parakeets, trogons, drongos, mynas and bulbuls among others. 

Zoogeography is certainly not a static study, for one of its major 
principles is that no climatic zone, no set of physical circumstances 
connected with a geograpliic area, none of these, are ever stable or 
immutaWc. The dry zone areas from Egypt and the Red Sea countries 
north to the mountains of northern Iraq and Iran and east into West 
Pakistan have had much the same climate for the last eight thousand 
years, but overall desiccation has been progressive during this period, 
greatly speeded up perhaps in the -last fifteen hundred years, and 
galloping indeed in the last three hundred years. This area has become 
the arena in which sheep and goats are triumphant. The pastoral •' 
flocks and herds have prevented the acacia and thorn scrub which 
once covered the land from perpetuating itself. With the scrub has 
gone the grass, and eventually the decline of streams, resulting in all 
the forced coimter-measures at enormous expense and effort which 
from time to time have been invented to stop the relentless march of 
desert created by man’s domestic helpmates. 

Records of the seventeenth century in India tell of the Mughal 
court and the hunting exploits of emperors likejehangir who personally 
killed 3203 large mammals between the age of ttvelve and forty-eight.* 
These records show a strikingly different environmental pattern from 
our own. Rhinoceros, found today in India in two limited areas in the 
northeast, in West Bengal and Assam, and in the central Nepal terai, ’ 
then occurred north to Peshawar on the northwest frontier of West Paki- 
stan. Northwestern India and much of West Pakistan are semi-desetts 
today. 'Heavy swampy undergrowth and savannah forest suitable for 
rhino must have been continuous in extent in the seventeenth centuty 
at least eight hundred miles to the northwest of where it occurs at 
present. And here climate itself has not been a factor. It is worth 
remembering in the context of zoogeography that human beings can 
affect the habitat rapidly and irreversibly 'through overgrazing and 
fires, and eventually animal distribution itself. The discipline of 
zoogeography thus has much to teach conservationists. Certain species 
of ammals which are on the lists of threatened species made up % 
various international organizations today are in this perilous sta'te 
directly as a result of long-range changes in the environment brought 
on by overgrazing or over-cultivation or similar land-use habits which 
have become an almost immemorial pattern in many cases. 

In this context it is -vital to recall that birds, just as other animals, are 
pinned to that environment for which genetic selection and adaptation 
have suited them just as surely as other animals. Though mobile and air- 
borne, birds select the habitat whether on migration or through cycles 
of wandering in search of food, oi^through protracted residence, which 
most nearly suit their special, their own adaptations for food-gathering, 
roosting and nesting, for protection from predators or for adaptations to 
climate. It is -worth considering some of the fifteen or so forest types 
found in India and pointing out how closely birds are related to these 
en-vironmental conditions. These types have been delineated by Cham- 
pion (1936) and are described and illustrated in Synopsis (1961), pp. 
ix-x-vi. Here certain species of birds may be seen, and only here. 

A) Tidal Forest can be described as an evergreen forest of species 
of mangrove trees reaching c. 30 m. in height, found usuaUy on soil 
covered at Ingh tide, , with an undergro-wth of Pandanvs, canes, some 
grasses, and many low-height mangrove species, especially nearer the 
sea. The mean annual temperature is 27° C. with an annual rainfall 
of about 270 cm. The soil is entirely river-borne silt, often tvith a 
coating of overlying sand. This type of forest is found along creeks on 
the west coast of India and West Pakistan (near the mouths of the 
Indus), and on the cast coast at the mouths of the Mahanadi, Krishna 
and Godavari rivers, in the Sunderbans of India and East Pakistan, 
along brackish creeks in Ceylon, and in the offshore islands, parti- 
cularly the Andamans and Nicobars. 

Certain spedes of birds are primarily only to be foimd in this habitat: 

- 1) Brotvntvinged Kingfisher, Pelargopsis amauroptera (No.' 729 of 
Synopsis). East Pakistan and southeastern West Bengal. 

‘ 2) Blackcapped Kingfisher, Halcfon piltata (739), more likely to 
occur in tidal forest than anysvhere else, although wanders inland 
in the cold weather. 

3) Whitecollared Kingfisher, HalQon chloris subspecies (740-743), 
southern Maharashtra, Sunderbans, and ofishore islands. 

4) Bluetvinged Pitta, Pitta moluccensis megarhyncha (868), tidal 
forest and adjacent semi-evergreen forest in the Sunderbans of East 
Pakistan. 

5) Grey Thickhead or Mangrove Whistler, Pachycephala cinesea 
(1470), Calcutta east through the Sunderbans, mostly in tidal forest, 
but also inland in semi-evergreen forest; Andaman Islands. 


_ 6) Orangebellied Flowerpecker, Dieaetm irigonostigma (1898), tidal 
forest in Sunderbans and adjacent semi-evergreen and moist deciduous 
forest. 

In addition certain hawks, eagles or rails may be found in fidal 
forest but these species have a wider tolerance for a variety of conditions 
Related to the tidal forest in space and in food supply are the sea 
beaches themselves, where characteristic migrant shore birds, gulls 
and terns can be found. Some of these species prefer the open pure salt 
water and adjacent beach, others the tidal mudflats and brackish 
reaches of water, and many of these forms, particularly the terns nest 
in the mangroves. The Reef Herons, EgrtUa gularis schislatia and 
Egrella sacra (50, 51), are found only on brackish or salt svater 
along tidal mudflats or reefs, the Crab and' Great Stone Plovers’ 
Dramas ardeola and Esacus m'agnirostris (43.4, 437, 438) are found only 
on sea beaches, though the latter may occur on sandy river beds of 
the largest rivers, an ersatz or substitute biotope as it were. ' 

In contrast to the tidal forest zone, the birds of which show affinities 
with species of Indonesia and the China coast — the Indochinese sub- 
region as it has been termed by zoogeographers — consider for a 
moment aiiother zone which recalls the Somali arid zone of cast 
Africa. This is 

B) Tropical Thorn Forest. This is a low open forest, characterized 
hy . Acacia species, reaching 6-9 m. in height, desert-like under- 
growth with sparse grass, thick, woody weeds, succulents, a so-called 
xerophytic type of vegetation, mean temperature annually 25° C., 
reaching a mastimum of c. 40° C., and a minimum of c. 4° C. The annual 
rainfall varies from 48 to 76 cm. and is sometimes as low as c. 25 an. 
The soil is shallow, often alkaline. This zone occurs from sea level to 
c. 600 m. altitude. Thorn forest occurs in non-desert parts of West 
Pakistan, south of the frost line, large parts of western India, in East 
Punjab, Rajasthan, Kutch and Saurashtra and southwest Madhya 
Pradesh running south in Maharashtra to East Khandesh, Auranga- 
bad, south to northern Mysore and east in Andhra to Guntur district; 
also in the Jaffna area and other parts of northern Ceylon, Rames- 
waram Island and the adjacent southeast Indian coast In central 
peninsular India the heart of this zone occurs in the Deccan plateau, 
site of much of the Deccan trap rock-formations mentioned earlier. 

The birds of this zone show distinct affinities with those of eastern 
Africa as pointed out by Meinertzhagen (1951), and emphasize that 
Africa itself has been a centre of dispersal as shown by Moreau (19S2) 
and noted in one case by Husain (1958). Typical of these arc: 

1) Grey Partridge, Francolitms pondiceriatms (244-246), West 
Pakistan and India, 

2) T.ikh-or Lesser Florican, Sypheolides indiea (357), tropical thorn, 
scrub, grassland, and cultivation in southern West Pakistan and 
western and central India. 

3) Jerdon’s Courser, Cursorius bitorguatus (441), perhaps extinct, 
Deccan tropical thorn forest. 

4) The Bee-eaters have two species which suggest strongly a 
preference for this zone, though their more tvandering habits and ivider 
distribution make them less good examples. These are the Bluecheeked, 
Merops superciliosus (747) which breeds in West Pakistan and India 
and winters in Africa, and the Green, Mmps orientalis (749-752), 
which occurs in tropical thorn forest firom Iran to Ceylon, although 
one population of the species reaches Assam and Burma. 

5) Two Finch-larks of the genus Eremoplerix, namely grisia and 
nigriceps, the Ashycrosvned and the Blackcrowned (878, 879), are 
Ethiopian in their affinities and live in thorn scrub and the edges 
of desert in tropical thorn areas. 

6) Sykes’s Crested Lark, Galerida deva (902), is found in parts 
of northern India and the Deccan on rather dark soils. 

7) Yellowthroated Bulbul, Pycnonolus xantholaemus (1135), penin- 
sular- India, perhaps ranging too high in altitude to be completely 
in this zone. 

8) Common Babbler, Turdoides caudalus and its relatives, 

Grey Babbler, T. malcolmi, and Whiteheaded Babbler, T. ojoiu 
(1253, 1254, 1258, 1267, 1268), West Pakistan, peninsular amt 
northern India and Ceylon. . /,enn 

9) Rufousfronted Longtail Warbler, Prinia buchanani (15 ]> 
West Pakistan and northern and central India, to the Deccan. 

10) Three of the Whitethroats, the Lesser, Sylvia 

SmaU, S. minula, and Hume’s Lesser, S. althaea (1567, 1569, 1 h 
breed or winter in tropical thorn forest in West Pakistan and n • 

11) Two of the Leaf Warblers, the Brown or ChiffAaff m 

Indian subspecies, and the Plain, Phylloscopus collybita sindianas an 
P. neglectus (1576, 1577), occupy this habitat m West, Pakatan ana 
northern India. , . 

12) Brown Rock Chat, Cenomela fusca '(1692), .West Pa 
and northern India. 

13) -Whitewinged Black Tit, Parus nuchalis (1798), India. 

14) The Spanish Sparrow, Passer ' hispaniolensis (1940), 
in tropical thorn for«t. Some other sparrows have ranges *“65 
of a preference for the tropical thorn biotope, but have sprea 
into cultivation or into reed-beds and tamarisk groves. 

With the exception of the warblers, virtually all of these 
are related most closely to Ethiopian ( = African in the 
sense) species, suggesting an Origin from a former continuously tus 
buted population or a common ancestor in some form. . , 

As was pointed out in more detail in the Synopsis, there arc ce 
176 endemic (local) species of Indian birds (confined to the 
phic subregion of the Indian Peninsula and its environs) and o 
the following affinities appear: 


> Salim All 1927 : 841. 
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(1) (a) related to Palaearcdc spedes (i.e. Europe and Asia) 

- ' , number 30 ,■ Percentage of total 17 

(b) questionable, perhaps Palaearcdc 

2 1 

(2) related to Indochinese (i.e. SE. Asian spedes) 

109 62 

(3) (a) related to Etluopian spedes 

30 17 

(i) quesdonablc, perhaps Ethiopian 

1 I 

(4) relict spedes, discussed earlier (Pinkheaded Duck etc.) 

4 . 2 

Thus the oversvhelndng proportion of Indian bird spedes are 
-elated to spedes of the eastern, tropical Orient, svith almost an equal 
minor share being related proportionally either to AfKcan or to 
European-northern Asian (Palaearcdc) spedes. This is important as a 


principle of Indian omithobio^phy. The Himalayas have ser\-ed 
as a barrier, encouraging the spread of tropical. Indochinese-related 
bird spedes into the Indian habitat, preventing the invasion of 
Eurasian-related species as much more than tvinter migrants. The 
entomological and botanical evidence, such as it is, suggests that in 
spite of gladation in the Himalayas during the Pleistocene, climatically 
conditions were not too severe and that indeed the southern flanks of 
the mountains served as a refugium for relict spedes related to cold- 
climate adapted northern spedes, rather than serving as a continuous 
chain of contact along which dominant northern species could infiltrate. 
The habitats to the south of the Himalayas thus being continuously 
occupied, very few invaders could wage successful competition or find 
empty niches and room to spread out. 

India’s avifauna is one of the most interesting in the world and 
provides ample opportimity for further significant research in zoogeo- 
graphy and its related aspects of ecology. 


SYSTEMATICS OF BIRDS OF THE 
INDIAN SUBREGION 


Birds from the ‘ Indies the areas now encompassed by Pakistan, 
India, Ceylon and east to Java, have been known to zoologists for as 
long as there has been an organized sdence of zoology. Travdlen and 
explorers of both the eastern and the western worlds have collected 
colourful birds from the countries which they visited since the chrom- 
des of these travels have existed. These creatures, brought back to the 
courts of emperors and kings, inspired wonderment as well as sdentific 
curiosity. Attempts to list the products of nature are apparently a 
natural phenomenon of man’s orderly and tidy mind. Man is instinc- 
tively an arranger. Subjectively man strives to create-a rational order 
out of what otherwise he assumes to be chaos. Religion demands it, 
Sdence requires it. 

The literature of these attempts at organization is classical, extending 
back to the philosophers, Hippocrates, Aristotle and Plato, at least to 
the fifth century B.c. Systematics, or taxonomy as it is often inter- 
changeably called, is the sdence of dassification of animals. It is built 
' up out of the basic study of the anatomy or morphology of an animal, 
as well as its physiology, or the living interactions of the organ systems 
and structure of the animal. Modem taxonomy also indudes a com- 
pilation of evidence obtained from genetics, the study of the breeding 
of animals induding the cellular phenomena assodated with the union 
of components from egg and sperm. An additional requirement is a 
knowledge of the environment and its effect upon animals, or ecology, 
as that study is called, as well as environmental and arumal lustory 
derived from the study of geology. Thus a modem taxonomist becomes 
perforce an evolutionist, and an evolutiorust should properly be one 
of the most widely trained of all zoologists, proficient in genetics, 
morphology, zoogeography, systematics, embryology, physiology, 
ecology and palaeontology. 

Present-day systematics developed in the eighteenth century with the 
attempts to create ‘ systems ’ of nature. A number of authors such as 
John Ray (1627-1705) pioneered attempts to characterize the genus, 
or genos, and spedes, or eidos, of Aristotle, but it is the Swedish 
naturalist, Carolus Linnaeus (1707-78), who laid the foundation of 
sj-stematic zoology. The tenth edition of his Sjsima J^abirae (1758) is 
considered the fundamental work and the date, the foimdation date 
for spedes names. Each animal then known .to the sdentific world 
could be given, under the Linnaean concept, a binomial name: Genus, 
a name including all forms considered to be rdated to one another, 
and Species the distinctive or spedfic name which in a sense separated 
that animal’ from all others. All ducks belonged to the genus Jnas for 
example and the different ducks had different spedfic names, acuta 
for the ijintail, crecca for the common teal, penclape for the wigeon, 
fmaa for the common pochard or diving duck. Above these categories 
was the Order, and above this of course the Class, which m the case of 
birds involved all birds in one animal dass, aves. The great merit 
of the Linnaean volume is that the class and the orders and genera are 
characterized by keys, groups of characters wluch give them umqueness 
and distinction one from the other. ■ c j c. 

This arrangement then, this attempt at the creation of order from 
chaos immediately won general recognition and has persisted down to 
the p^ent. Subsequent modifications of the s>-stem have derived more 
froin man’s understanding of the evolutionary process and the resultant 
interpretation of what is meant, than from any tampering with the 
mechanics In essence the phUosophy of arrangement has changed 
with the influence on scientific thought of the Darwinian school of 
evolutionists. In linnaeus’s concept, each species was a distinct act of 
Creation, immutable and set apart. The Lord had created the world 
and' all *at lay within it in six days and on the seventh he rested. 
Darwin and related sdentists of the mid-nineteenth century were able 
to show that spedes were not immutable, that changes occuired dating 
back through the panorama of geologic time and continuing on into 
the present and future. Spedes could arise out of other spedes, by a 
process involving ph>-sical isolation and the gradual accretion of small 

differences. ... 

Over the years the acceptance of a dynamic rather than a static 
concept for spedes formation broadened and modified sj-stematics. 
As knowledge of a wide spectrum of variations in populations of 
biological spedes increased, new terms came to be used for these 
differences. lirmacus himself used the word ‘ variety ’ to describe a 
specimen that appeared to be atypical. Later nineteenth-century 


authors like Kleinschmidt began to use the word ‘ race ’. Gradually 
the concept began to be refined as it became generally understood 
that what sdentists were trying to characterize were not individuals, 
aberrations that is to say, individual variants, but rather groups or 
populations all members of which, in interaction with each other, were 
expressing an evolutionary trend. Thus the concept of subspedes was 
evolved. The definition of this category was not really refined until the 
twentieth century when a number of authors particularly in 
ornithology, such as Rcnsch and Mayr, reached a consensus. Two great 
prindples are involved here. The names typifying these evolutionary 
categories are applied to a type spedmen certainly, but they refer to an 
interbreeding population of common genetic inheritance. In addition 
a subspecies must have some geographic locus and some complex of 
external mechanisms which allow it to maintain genetic isolation. A 
subspedes must also have some essentially morphological characters 
in order to allow it to be recognizable. Morphological rather than 
physiological or behavioural characters are still more acceptable to 
taxonomists than any others as they are more feasibly preserved in 
spedmens. 

All of this history of description and characterization of species 
has resulted in an elaborate series of rules of nomenclature over which 
systematic biologists have laboured for many years. The rules, after 
meetings and international congresses, eventually become codified 
into a Code for Zoological or Botanical Nomenclature. The latest 
offidal International Code of Zoological Nomenclature was published 
in 1961, reissued with some amendments and corrections in 1964 'and 
will undoubtedly be reissued again and yet agtun. For it has become 
apparent over the past fifty years that man approaches his oivn attempts 
at systematizing the affairs of nature in an essentially subjective 
manner. Science has not yet afforded us visions of illimitable truth. 
Many of the essential facts of nature still elude us, and so even man's 
rules for order and precedence are finite. At least in the meantime we 
reach towards stability as we attempt to order nature. 

The first bird from India to reside in the stable nomenclature of 
Linnaeus in 1758 was the Brown Shrike, £amus crislatus, which appears 
on page 93 of Systema J^alurae, the 10th edition, and is described thus : 
having a ‘ wedge-shaped tail ’, a ‘ crested head ’, a ‘ reddish body ’ 
etc. and, as ivith all proper names a type locality must be supplied, 
in this case * Bcnghala ’ or Bengal. There is a citation to an illustration, 
plate 54, in George Edwards’s volumes, published 1743-51, A Natural 
History of Birds. And so the type was established, a specimen figured in a 
published book and with a localit)’. The second species from 
‘ Benghala ’, named by Linnaeus on page 95, is Lanius cacndescens, 
which is also illustrated in Edwards and which is now understood to be 
the Whitebellicd Drongo, Dicrurus caeruUscens, belonging to a different 
family. Linnaeus’s name as author is suffixed to both Lanius cristahis 
and Lanius cacrulesccns when these names are used formally in citations 
in ornithological literature. But for the second bird it is placed in 
parentheses, as Dicrurus cacrulesccns (Linnaeus), to express the fact that 
tlie genus name has been changed or shifted subsequent to Linnaeus’s 
original description of the species. 

The third mention of Bengal in Linnaeus is Psillacus alexandri, whose 
habitat was said to be ‘ Cluna, Bcnghala, Aethiopia ’, named after 
Alexander the Great, through whose expeditions the Redbreasted 
Parakeet had come to the notice of Pliny. The type of the species has 
subsequently been restricted to Java. Subsequently a larger sub- 
spedes has been recognized as occurring on the Asian mainland- A 
name for this was available,_/(ifrio/iir of P. L. S. Miillcr, 1776. Conse- 
quently when subspedes are arranged in linear form, the parakeet of 
Inifia becomes Psiltacula alexandri fasciola (P. L. S. MOUer)', and 
Psittacula alexandri alexandri (Linnaeus) is found in parts of Indonesia, 
the type locality being Java. And so zoology proceeded apace. Thomas 
Pennant’s Indian Z'^ology 1791 (1790), incorporating the work of J. R. 
Forster and Loten’s notes on new birds of south India and Ceylon, was 
succeeded by the really masterful work of T. C. jerdon, whose Birds 
of India, 1862-4 in hvo volumes, was the first thorough work on the 
subcontinent. 

> The aulbor’s initials are used in setne cases as in ibti, because sc^Tral ^^ul]crs have 
Vfriiien on zoology. 
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Allan O. Hume added greatly to Jerdon’s work by expanding the 
areas covered, particularly in the east in Assam and East Pakistan and 
describing many new birds for science. He also prepared the first 
checklist, in 1879, taken from. Volume VIII of the random journal 
Stray Feathers, wluch he had organized and published himself. Hume’s 
list included Pakistan, India, Ceylon and Burma east to northern 
Malaya, and comprised over 1700 species. He attempted to codify 
the rules of nomenclature as involving birds of the area by using the 
rules for nomenclature adopted at a meeting of the British Association 
in 1842. Wisdom was not infinite even then. 

Hume says (p. 7): ‘ I say “ based on the Code ” because it must be 
clearly understood that^I am not prepared to re-argue points definitely 
settled by that Code. I do not personally agree with many of its iicta, 
but I consider uniformity of such paramount importance as to render it 
the plain duty of every British naturalist to abide strictly by all its 
dicta’ Worthy ambition indeed; the Code is still venerated, but still 
manages to alter itself occasionally. 

Oates and Blanfbrd’s great Handbook volumes of 1889-98 again 
included Burma, and again, like all preceding volumes, dealt only 
with the classification of birds dotvn to the species level. It remained 
for E. C. Stuart Baker first to add subspecies names, or trinomials as 
they are sometimes called, to the Indian subregion avifauna, fn this 
he followed Ernst Hartert, whose fundamental Vogel der palaarktiscken 
Fauna, of 1910-22, reflected much of that changing philosophy of syste- 
matics which had been evolving since the close of the nineteenth century. 
The ideas, essentially held in America and in Germany at this time, 
produced the present concept of the polytypic species, a species consist- 
ing of a group of populations, closely related to each other, separated 
only by geographic boundaries, which could presumably interbreed 
should the barriers separating them break dotvn, and svhich were far 
more closely related among themselves than in the case of any other 
separate species. At first these ideas presented considerable difficulty 
but by 1910 Hartert had been won over, and by 1920, Baker’s Hand- 
list of-the Birds of the Indian Empire had begun to appear in serial 
parts in the Journal of the Bomhay Pfatural History Society. This nonien- 
clatme has continued to the present day, with minor variations. The 
greatest changes perhaps appear between the publication of Baker’s 
-handbook, The Fauna of British India including Cytlon and Burma, 1922-30, 
and the publication of A Synapsis of the Birds of India and Pakistan together 
with those of Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Ceylon in 1961. As one of us 
(Ripley) said in the Introduction to that volume, ‘ It is perhaps tm- 
fortunate but true that no such listing as this or Baker’s earlier work is 
ever final ’. We can only attempt to fill in additional small gaps 
in the nomenclatorial picture, at the subspecific level for the most 
part in systematics, or in chinks or wider gaps in'the understanding of 
the habits of birds themselves as living things. 

Naturalists, environmental biologists, epidemiologists and others 
including amateur bird-watchen, all tend to be highly impatient of 
changes in the nomenclature of birds or related vertebrates as they 


knosv them. Systematists in ornithology are particularly liable to attad 
if changes in established or current bird scientific names are nude aj 
result of evolutionary study. There is a good deal to be said on boti 
sides. On the one hand the users of names svant stability and a seat 
of ultimate finality to be maintained at all, costs. On the otho 
evolutionists, with whom some ecologists arc today beginning to bt 
ah'gned, are continually seeking for the truth of the phenomena rf 
evolution. If in the process of delineating living and organic proctaei 
nomenclatorial stability suffers, then suffer it must. Both sides deS 
pedantic name-shufflers who collect scientific names of organisms lib 
postage stamps and are said to extract personal prestige therefiom. 
These days actually would seem to be gone for ever in omitholon. 
Only rational trained biologists tend to be concerned svith systemaiio 
nowadays, and in certain areas such as botany and entomology, effb 
taxonomy, or the mere descriptions of natural living objects, is still a 
responsibility of paramount importance. In birds certainly there art 
few surprises around the comer. New species may continue to be fomd 
at a dimim'shing rate in remote cpraers of the globe and a few new 
subspecies may turn up almost anywhere. But where they do, and when 
they are described as new, it is for a secondary reason, an attempt to 
express reality, to show that organic processes are occurring around the 
clock at an appreciable rate and that change is the order of the day. 

Two of the most recent subspecies of birds of our subregion ha« 
been described in i960: Chalcophaps indica salimalii Mukherjee, and 
Ardeola grayii phitlipsi Scheer. Additional subspecies from islandsnftht 
Bay of Bengal may appear shortly. 

A more depressing corollary to our changing world is that subspeda 
as well as species are probably disappearing today at an accelerated 
rate. In some areas, particularly in the tropics, and particularly in 
plants and in such classes of animals as the invertebrates, many of these 
species and subspecies may disappear before they have even been 
described as new to science, leaving no ascertainable ripple in man's 
time to mark'their passing. Only the world’s pool of genetic rccomln- 
nation is deprived here, not man’s recording of it by ascribed name. 
Let us hope that biologists of the future will not know many 
species of the great subcontinent of southern Asia only by nama as 
we today, by accident, commemorate the lost Dodo of Mauritius or 
the Solitaire. For all that they have gone, they were seen by knowing 
men, recorded, and their bony remnants described. In India the Knl- 
headed Duck was described as locally tolerably common in Oates and 
Blanford’s day; as ‘ most shy and secretive ’ by Baker thirty-one yean 
later; and as probably extinct by ourselves thirty-six years later stilL 
And so in two generations, within the lifetime of many people, one of 
the most curious species of birds in, the world has vaiuffitd. ‘iVhat’i 
in a name? ’ indeed. Meanwhile the science and order of systematic! 
continues, a service, a fuo^on to those who would use it know!edJ;^ 
ably, an attempt to delineate forces of nature in progress both now and 
in statu nascendi. 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS FOR PHYSICAL 

UNITS 

particularly as used in this book 


bhabu 


biotope 

du5r 

dun 

facies 

jheel 

moballa 

nullah 

shola 

terai 


The zone or belt of alluvial loamy soil stretching along the northern 
edge of the dun or terai and up to c. 600 metres in the lEmalayan foot- 
hills, -from Kumaon in Uttar Pradesh to Assam (known as duar in 
noiAem Bengal and Assam). Supports a type of high dense forest usually 
containing s^ {Shorea robusta), sheesham {Dalbergia sissoo), and simul 

(Salmalia mdabarica). 

« 

A broad physiographical unit epitomizing the interaction of diverse 
physical factors, chiefly temperature, rainfall, and humidity. Examples: 
Evergreen biotope. Desert biotope. 

The easternmost section of the bhabar found in northern West Bengal, 
Bhutan, and adjacent Upper Assam. 

Hummocky broken country, often broad valleys within the outer ranges 
of the Himalayas, that in some sections intervenes between the bhabar 
and terai. - 

A smaller but easily recognized division of a biotope, c.g. the Sandy 
facies, or Rocky facies, of Desert biotope. 

A shallow lake in a low-lying natural depression produced by rain or 
floods, or spillage from a river, usually with floating and underwater 
vegetation and reed-beds, and partially submerged trees. 

A special quarter of a town or village where different communities or 
professional groups live in virtual segregation, such as harijans, silver- 
smiths, and bead-sellers. 

Watercourse or ravine, usually dry. In Hindi, tiala. 

A patch of montane evergreen wet temperate forest, usually in a sheltered 
nullah or hill stream valley amongst rolling grassy hills (or downs), 
from c. 1500 metres up, in South India and Ceylon. 

The xmdulating alluvial, often marshy, strip of coimtry stretching along 
the southern edge of the bhabar and dun south to the Gangetic Plain. 
The term extends through U.P., Nepal, and northern W. Bengal to 
Assam. It supports ‘ seas ’ of tall elephant grass interspersed with tracts 
of dense forest. Large parts of it have now been cleared and drained for 
cultivation.^ 


^ The descending order in which the different zones occur is: Himalayan foothills 
bhabar (or duars) — > dun —>■ terai Gangetic Plain. 
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CHANGES IN TERRITORIAL NAMES 


The Handbook relies on observations made during the last hundred 
years, during which period many areas have changed their names 
and boundaries. The authors have striven to. keep up with changes 
which have taken place during the writing and publication of the 
ten volumes, and hope the following notes will be helpful in inter- 
pretation. They should be supplemented by reference to atlases. 

Andhra Pradesh. Until. 1953 the northern half of Madras State, including the 
deltas of the Krishna and Godavari rivers and the arid hills of the Eastern 
Ghats, and the former Hyderabad State. 

Arunachal Pradesh. ‘ The -Provmce of the Dawn.’ The Himalayas east of Bhutan, 
including the Dafla, Abor, Miri and Mishmi hills. Before 1972 this area was 
the North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA), comprising the Kameng, Sub- 
ansiri, Siang and Luhit frontier divisions. 

Assam. Before 1947 this province included Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram and Nagaland (qq.v.). In 1972 it was restricted to the Brahmaputra 
Valley. 

Bangladesh. Constituted in 1 97 1 , formerly East Pakistan. Besides the Brahmaputra 
plains it includes the Chittagong Hill Tracts in the south. 

Bengal. Prior to 1947 the Ganges-Brahmaputra delta area, later divided into 
Bangladesh (q.v.) and West Bengal. , 

Haryana. The fertile plains area north and west of Delhi, formerly part of the 
Punjab (q.v.). 

Himachal Pradesh. ‘ The Snowy Province.’ The Himalayan hill States were 
united under this name in 1948, and in 1966 the area was enlarged by the 
hill regions of the Punjab. 

Karnataka. The official name of Mysore since 1973. 

Lakshadweep. The official name of the Laccadive Islands group since 1973. 

Meghalaya. ‘Cloud-land.’ The Garo, Jaintia, Khasi and Cachar hill districts, 
constituted a separate State in 1972. 

Mizoram. The Lushai or Mizo Hills area, constituted a separate State in 1972.' 
Nagaland. The Naga Hills area, constituted a separate State in 1962. 

NEFA. Now Anmachal Pradesh, q.v. 

Oudh (= Awadh). The eastern Gangetic plains, now part of Uttar Pradesh 
(‘ Northern Province ’), the name given in 1950 to the United Provinces 
(of Agra and Oudh) . ■ ' ■ _ 

Pakistan. Before 1972 West Pakistan, including Sind, Baluchistan, Punjab (q.v.), 
the North-West Frontier Province and Bahawalpur. 

Punjab. Prior to 1947 the whole of the northern plains area watered by the Indus, , 
and its five tributaries namely Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej. 
Divided. in 1947 into West Punjab (Pakistan) and East Punjab (India). 
In 1966 East Punjab was further divided into Punjab, Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh (qq.v.). 

Saurashtra The imion of States was merged -with Bombay in 1956 and since 
1960 has been part of Gujarat. 

Sri Lanka. The official name of Ceylon since 1972. 

Tamil Nadu. The name given to Madras State in 1969. 



Terms used in the description of 
a bird’s plumage and parts 
Topography of a sparrow 



18 Scapulars 

19 Tertials 

20 Secondaries \ , . . 

21 Primaries 

22 Primary coverts 

23 Greater coverts 

24 Bastard %ving (alula) 

25 Median coverts 

26 Lesser coverts 

27 Chin 

28 Throat 

29 Breast 

30 Belly (abdomen) 

31 Tarsus 

32 Inner toe 

33 Middle toe 

34 Outer toe 

35 Hind toe (hallux) 


1 Guhnen 

2 Nostril 

3 Forehead 

4 Iris 

5 Supercilivun 

6 Gro^vn 

7 Nape 

8 Ear-coverts 

9 Malar region (malar stripe, 
moustache) 

10 Lores 

1 1 Side of neck 

12 Hindneck 

13 Back 

14 Rump 

15 Upper tail-coverts 

16 Tail (rectrices) 

17 Under tail-coverts 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


Bull. BOC 

CBCN 

Dementiev 

FBI 

INB 

Ind. Hb. 

J. Orn. 

JBNHS 

PZS 

SF 

SZ 

Witherby 


Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club 

Ceylon Bird Club Newsletter 

Birds of the Soviet Union 

Fauna of British India, Birds 

Newsletter for Birdwatchers, India 

Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan 

foumal fiir Omithologie, Berlin 

Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 

Proceedings of the Zoological Society, London 

Stray Feathers 

Spolia . Zeylanica 

The Handbook of British Birds 


Abbreviated references to persons frequentb 

quoted 


Abdulali or HA 

Humayun Abdulali 

Alexander or HGA 

Horace G. Alexander (in vols. 8—10) 

Alexander 

W. B. Alexander (in vol. 1) 

Amadon 

Dean Amadon 

Baker 

E. C. Stuart Baker 

Bates 

Lt Col. R. S. P. Bates 

Biswas or BB 

Biswamoy Biswas 

Blanford 

W. T. Blanford 

Delacour 

Jean Delacour 

Desfayes or MD 

Michel Desfayes 

Diesselhorst or GD 

Gerd Diesselhorst 

Donald 

C. H. Donald 

Gibson-Hill 

C. A. Gibson-Hill 

Hartert 

Ernst Hartert 

Henry 

G. M. Henry 

Hume 

A. O. Hume 

Inglis 

C. M. Inglis 

Jerdon ' 

T. C. Jerdon 

Jones 

A. E. Jones 

Kinnear or NBK 

Sir Norman B. Kinnear 

Legge 

Col. W. Vincent Legge 

Lowther 

E. H. N. Lowther 

Ludlow 

Frank Ludlow , 

Magrath 

Major H. A. F. Magrath 

Marshall 

Cols. C. H. T. & G.' F. L. Marshall 

Mayr 

Ernst Mayr 

Meinertzhagen 

Col. R. Meinertzhagen . 

Murphy 

R. C. Murphy 

Osmaston or BBO 

B. B. Osmaston 

Paynter or RAP 

R. A. Paynter 

Peters 

J. L. Peters 

Phillips 

W. W. A. Phillips 

Ripley dr SDR 

S. Dillon Ripley 

Salim Ali or SA 

Salim Ali 

Scully 

John Scully 

Stevens 

Herbert Stevens 

Stresemann or Stres 

Erwin Stresemann 

Ticehurst or CBT 

Claud B. Ticehurst 

Whistler or HW 

Hugh Whistler 

Whitehead 

Lt C. H. T. Whitehead 
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Order Gaviiformes 
F amily Gaviidae: Dhrers, Loons 

Aquitic turds luperfidaHy like grebes but differing in a' number rf chaixctcn 
and probably not very dosdy related to them. Toes folly wdjbed likg duclds, not 
lobed or scalloped. 'Wing of 1 1 primaries, the outermest minute. Rcctriccs 18 or 20, 
short but wdl developed. Plumage dense, compact and rather harsh, not silky as 
in grebes. Taxd reticulate, laterally compressed. Legs short and set iar back, almost 
at end. Wings short, narrow, and tapering; set well back as in a Boeing jet plane. 
Sexes alike. 

For other anatfvmieal characters sec Stresemann 1927-34, A>*ts : 779-80 ; 
Witherby et aL 1940, 4:111; Palmer 1962, 1 : 20. 

^ Genus Gavia J. R. Forster 

Carts J. R. Forster, 1768, Endirid. Hist Nat; 38. T>-pe, by subsequent destination, 
Coljmius Itnmer Brunmeh 

Characters as of the Family. Genus northern Holarctic. 

Key to the Species i 

Page 

A BHlstrmght 1 

B Bill upturned 2 

1 Upperparts muTonnly dark . • % C. errtue (winter) i 

Upperparts *scaly* C. erctica (juvcnal) I 

2 Upperparts sprinkled with white spots C. sUUala (winter) 2 

1. Blsickdiroaied IHver. Cgtii arciicc suschkiid (Zarudny) " 

Um^OT crrtwvr Zarudny, 1912, Om. Mitt 3: 11 (Russian Turkestan) 

Baker, No. 2293. YoL 6: 485 
Plate 1, 6g. 1 

toCAt KAKES. None recorded.* 

SIZE. Domestic duck±; length c. 65 cm. (25 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A practically taHleffi aquatic bird, in winter daric 
grey above wlnte below wthout black throat Pointed straight bilL Overall 
aspect that of Little Grebe or Dabchick, but much larger and heavier. 
Neck stouter and proportionately shorter than grebe’s. Confusable only 
wi^ the commoner Crested Grebe, but larger size, stouter neck, and absence 
of ruff of elongated feathers below head diagnostic. Sexes alike, 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTioK and HABITAT. A rare vagrant in* winter. Only 
once recorded: a single specimen on flooded land bordering the W. Jumna / 
Canal at Jagadhri, Ambala District, Punjab — 19 February 1922 (A. E. 
Jones 1922,JBNHS 28: 1134), 

ExiTalirritol. Breeding from the Ural Mts to Lake Baikal and the 
Ycnisey, Turkestan, and Kirgluz Steppa. 

KXORATIOK. ? 

1 


2 PODIGIPITIFORMES 

GESZRAi. HABITS. Swims low, oftcn only with the head showing. Rises 
from water with effort, running long distances on surface with quick- 
flapping short wings, but is a swift and powerful flier once air-borne. 
Hunchbadeed mcrganscr-Kkc profile in flight isith projecting 

b ehi nd disdncrivc. Hits water with chest when landing; cannot take off from 
dry land. Expert deep-water (fiver and submarine swimmer, using feet 
as propellers and wings to turn and twist. Keeps to inland 

FOOD. Mainl y fi^h. 

voiCE and caixs. ? 

brzeding. ExtralimitaL 

MnsEOM Diagnosis. Forplumageetc.sce Wtherby rfcZ.'1940, 4: 119. This race, 
svs^iHnit differs only in details from the nominate raccihere described. 

The Ambala specimen, a fint-ycar female, had a wing measuring 290 mm. 
Hartcrt (1920: 1461) gives the wing measurements of this race as 291-337 mm. 


[2. The Redthroated Diver, Garia sldlala (Pontoppidan), h as been 
recorded once from the Makran Coast (Baker 1931, 8: 703). It conceivably 
may occur again as a vagrant in West Pakistan.] 

Order Podicipitiformes 
Family Podicipedid ae: Grebes 

Aquatic birds with soft rudimentary tail^ very *maTI wings, and compressed 
sharply pointed bxIL Legs placed far back, espedally adapted for swimming and 
diving. Tarsi scutcUated in front, laterally compressed. Front toes with broad lateral 
vane like lobes. Hind toe small, raised, \'ertically lobed. Nails broad and flattened. 
Plumage dense and silky. Primaries 12, the 1st from the outride ( « asccsidaat) 
being rudimentary*. Sexes alike. Downy young boldly s tri p e d MarkrtTi and white. 

For further anatomical details see ^S^thetby rt el. 1940, 4: 84; Stracmann 1927-34 
Aves: 780-82; Palmer 1962, 1 : 62. 

Genus PODICEPS Ij^thaTTi 

Podtaps Latham, 1787, Gen. Syn. Bds.; SuppL, 1: 294, Type, by subsequent 
dcrignation, CotjmBus eristntat Linnaeus 

Characters as of the F amil y. Genus cosmopolitan; re p resented witlun our limits 
by three spedes. 

Hey to the Species 


A St2eofduck(f.50-60cm. = I9*5-23*5m.) 1 

B ' Smaller than duck (c. 23-35 cm. =9-13 £a.) .,...,....2 


I lang slender neck with straight bill, head ornamented with backward 
pointing tufts abo%'e and a frill or ruff of black chestnut feathers below 

aistsius (br ee d in g)^ 3 

Head ornamentation reduced or lacldng, white above eye conspicuous, 
bm pinkish P.cmtatiu (winter) 3 


GREBES 


3 4 


PODICIPITIFOR.MES 


2 Ncedle-like bill with sHgbtly upturned appearance a 

Bni rather thick and straight h 

a Head and neck black, tufts of golden brown feathers on sides of 

head. 1 .P.Tdgrieallis (breeding) 

Head and neck dark greyish blik; white of throat extending 

around nape - .i*- KigriccUis (winter) 

b Cheeks and low'cr throat riiestaut, cap and back of neck greyish 

black, upper throat black P. ■nificoUis (breeding) 

Sides of head and forencck pale rufous, cap darker, upper throat 
volute P. nfxoUis (winter) 




5 

5 

6 
6 


3. Great Crested Grebe. Podiceps aixiaUu aislstus (Linnaeus) 

Coljmlfiis eristetus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat, cd, 10, 1 : 35 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2290, Vol. 6: 477 
Plate 1, fig. 3 

XjOCAi. name. ShiTS’h&u, (Assa m ). 

STT-v-.- Domestic duck — ; length c. 50 cm. (c. 19 in.). 

FIELD CHARAcnTRS. A aquaflc bird dark greyish brown abo\*e, 

silky white below*, with slender longish neck and pointed bilL T-wo up- 
standing, backwardly directed blackish car-tufts above head and a frill or 
ruff (looking puffed-out throat) of chestnut-and-black elongated 

feathers below* the head, conspicuous 
and- diagnostic; less developed in 
female than m^e. In wnter (rmn- 
breeding plumage) these ‘ cars * 
much reduced; in young birds ab- 
sent. A white wdng patch (second- 
aries) and white leading edge of wing 
conc^ed at rest, conspicuous in 
flight, when humpbacked profile is 
reminiscent of Merganser. Sexes 
alike. Singly, pairs, and small scat- 
tered parties on jhecis and iittcral 
waters. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 

Wnter visitor in small numbers to 
northern India from Sind (^vherc it 
is commoner at sea along the coast) 
to NE. Assam and hlanipur; south 
through Rajasthan (Bharatpur) to Gujarat on the west (Kutch, Porbandar, 
Jasdan, Viramgam, Bhaviiagar), and Orissa on the cast (near Puri — a^t 
record, H, G. Alexander). Affects jhecis and littoral waters. 

ExtrclxirateL The Pidaearctic Region — Europe to fihma and Japan, 
south to our limits in Indakh, Kashmir and Nepi. 

WORATXOK. No specific information. 

gx?(£rai. HABITS. Usuilly sccii in separated pairs or scattered parties 
on vegetation-covered reed-bordered jhecis swimming about with neck 



erect. ^Vhen alarmed, disappears smoothly or with a little leap and swims 
away under water; surfaces then (fives again, and so on till it gains the 
safety of distan^ and open water. Is loth to fiy, rising with effort, pattering 
along the surface for long stret(Acs, half running half fi>*ing till airborne. 
But is capable of covering long dirtanrf^ on migration or when shifting from 
one jheel to another. Flight nvift though seemingly laboured, with rapid 
flaps of the short Avings. Seldom seen on land, where the bacJcwardly placed 
legs enable it merely to shuffle along clumsily with breast on ground Court- 
ship display, first described by J, S. Huxley (1914, PZS: 491-562), consists 
of the pair facing each other with rigid neck, car-tufts erect an(i ruff ex- 
panded, both birds dj\’ing and coming up with water w*ceds in their bills, 
suddenly rising upright breast to breast and s\s*aying — and variations 
of this theme. 

FOOD. Fish, tadpoles, frogs, water insects, etc., ^vith some vegetable 
matter. Stomachs of three specimens collected by Meinertzhagen in Ladakh 
contained exclusively fieshw-atcr shrimps {Gammarus). A quantity of feathers 
has frequency been reported among the stomach contents. 

VOICE and caels. Described as a harsh kr^i-krek and a \’aricty of (dis- 
cordant barks and shrill trumpeting c;qircsrive of (fifferent emotions. 

BREEDING. Within our limits recorded from Khushdil Khan lake in 
Baluchistan (alt. c. 1750 m.) and fiom the high-elevation lake Tso Kax 
in Rupshu, Ladakh (alt. c. 5200 m.). In W. Tibet SA found it nesting on 
Ding Tso lake (alt. c. 53<X) in.) NK of Manasarovar. Seasjm^ chiefly June 
to August. Acrf, a conspicuous mass of water weeds c. 45 to 60 cm. in dia- 
meter with a (Icprcssion in the middle;, on floating mounds of grass and 
rubbish 20 to 100 metres from the bank, loosely anchored to growing 
weeds. Often clusters of several nests together, from a few metres apart 
to almost touching one another. Eggs, 3 to 5, very pale sea-green with 
an (n*criay of chalky white calcium deposit, usually becoming stained 
brown by contact with the soggy nest. Fourteen eggs taken by Ludlow on 
the Kala Tso in Tibet average 54*50 x 25*00 mm. Compared with the 
average rizc of 100 British-taken eggs as given by Witherby (54*8 X 
36*7 mm.) they are conriderably narrower. Both parents incubate. Ludlow 
observed that Ae male firquently sat on Ae nest alongside of the brtxxiing 
female. The incubation period is recorded as 28 dap. When leaving Ac 
nest to feed, or on alarm, Ae sitting bird usually co%*crs up Ae eggs wiA 
loose nest matcriaL 

From the fact that a few* pairs may usually be seen on Ae great swan^ 
norA of Ae Brahmaputra river in Assam during Ae breeding season every 
^-car, Bak er (1932-5, 4: 518) sunmscs Aat Acy breed Acre sporadically 
and maybe even r^ularly. BuDdey (JBNHS 6; 501) found a nest near 
Kharaghoda, Gujarat, in August 1891, and Aere is some indirect evidence 
that odd pairs ma y aTtn breed irregularly in Gujarat and Saurashtra. 

Mesnm DiACKosa. For desciiptioa cjf plmrages etc. see Witherby 1940, 4: 9L 

KZASURZiffiNTS, Three sperimem collected by Mcincrtthagca in L adakh rog aauie; 

^V^ng Bin 

(from feathen) 


2 (f (f 

1 9 


43, 45 cna. 
41 mm. 


202, 203 
192 
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GREBES 5 

Baker, loc. cit., gives range for o’ 9 W. 176-211 ; Culm. 4^53; Tar. 52-64 mm. 
ooLOtms or BARE PARTS. * Irfs caruunc-rcd, crimson with a narrow inner ring of 
orange, or orange with an inner ring of pale yellow; bill dark brown, the tip paler and 
slaty grey, the extreme base fufFuscd with crimson, obsolete in winter; legs and feet 
olivcjgrecn externally, yellowish-green inside; webs yellowish, the nails bluish.* ' 

I 

3a. Rednecked Grebe* Podiceps grUeigena (Boddaert). See Appendix. 

4. Blmcknecked Grebe. Podiceps nigricollis mgricollis Brehm 

Podiaps nigrxcollis Brchm, IQSly f^db. IVafurg. Vbg. DeuCseW.: 963 (E. Gecatany) 
Baker, FBI No. 2291, Vol. 6: 480 
Plate I, fig. 4 

LCCAi. NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SEE. Dabchick+; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Distinguished from the DainiUar Dabchick or little 
Grebe in winter by larger size and the silvery white flanks, flashing in good 
lig^t. Sexes alike. 



Winter plumage, 'X e, 4 


Adult (winter). AbovSy dark brown vrith darker (blackish) cap to 
below eyes. Belowy chin and throat mixed black and white, forcneck dark 
brown, rest of underparts white. No dusky brown on flanks. Bill slender, 
pointed, slightly uptilted in profile. In summer plumage has black head 
and neck and len^cned rufous-golden feather tuft from below eye. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and habitat. Uncommon winter visitor, sporadi- 
cally recoided in Baluchistan (nr. Quetta), Sind (Karachi, Maki^ Coast 
littoral, Manchar Lake), Punjab (Bahawalpur), Uttar Pradesh (PyagpurJ, 
Maharashtra (near Poona), Nepal (R, L. Fleming, 1957, fieldiana, Zooi. 
41(1): 48). Possibly occurs more generally in northern India than is identi- 
fied. Recently (winter 1964-5) reported on Khabakki lake, W. Pakistan 
Salt Range, in gatherings of 300 to 600 individuals, vastly outnumbering 
Podiceps TuficoUh (C. D. W. Savage, in epist.). On duck-shooring jheels. 

Exiralimial. Breeds in the Palacarctic Region from Europe to China 
and Japan, south to Turkestan. 

uiqration. ? 

OENERAt HABITS. Frcqucots rced-bordcTcd jbccls with floariog vegetation 
interspersed with expanses of open tvater, in company with dabchicks. 
Prefen rcedbeds in the shallows to open water, and is inclined to segregation. 
Othervdse very similar to the dab^ick. 


6 PODICIPJTIFORMES 

FOOD. Fish, tadpoles, shrimp, aquatic insects, etc., with which i 
quantity of feathers (its own?) is usually taken. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded in In^. 

BREEDiNO. Within our limits recorded only from Baluchistan (Khushda 
Khan lake near Quette) where Meinertzhagen found over 70 nets wtK 
eggs on 20 June 1913. Seasentj June-July. JV«/, a floating pad of wed 
stalks, r. 37-43 cm. across, firmly attached to the bottom as sho^vn by i3 
the above nests ilrowning on rise of water level in flood. Sited in rtedbdi, 
not open water as with Cfested Grebe. Eggs, 3-5, like the lattcris but smaller. 
Average size c. 44 X 32 mm. Both parents brood. Incubation period rtcordd 
as J9-20 days. Small striped downy young often carried on swimmieg 
parent’s back, cradled between slightly raised wings, sometimes even who 
parent dives. Newly hatched yoimg often nestled in flufiy plumage of bad 
of incubating parent to keep away from soggy nest, and fed by other parent 
in thw position (W. Wilst, Om., 1934: 311-18). 

Museum Diagnosis.' For desmption of plumages etc. see Witherby 1940, 4; 105-6. 

MEASUREMENTS 

■Wing BUI Tarsus 

(from feathers) 

^9 123-137 39-43 r. 20-26, gcncraUy 21-24 m 

(Baker) 

Wing of a ri* from Poona in BNHS Coll. 142 mm. 

COLOURS or BARB PARTS. Iris rc^ish brown to orange-pink with sHvery ism 
ring round pupO. Bare loral aldn, brownish fiesh. Bill bluish plumbeous, hlsck oa 
ridge of culmen, whitish at tip. Legs axsd feet blackish and greeouh to bluiib. 

MSCELLAHEOVS. Longevity (from ringing data) 6+ yean 1962, 
33: 148). 

5. Little Grdbe or Podiceps tufaollis capensis Salvador! 

Podiceps capetuis Salvadori, 1 884, Ann. Mm. Civ. Genova (2), 1: 252 (Shoa, Afiki) 
Baker, FBI No. 2292, Vol. 6: 481 
Plate 1, fig. 6 

LOCAL KAWES. DuMuMy ChUToka (Hindi) ; DuiduOy PfydUi, 

Dubufi (Bengal) ; Mutm^gudi^kodi (Tdugu) ; MSJtkuIipp&ty Tdnni puIiS (Timll): 
Find (Kashmir) ; Tubino (Sind) 

SIZE, T^ess pigeon ±» length e. 2? cm. (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A squat taUlcss aquatic bird with Aort pointed 
bUl and backwardly placed legs specially adapted for swimming ^ 
diving. Rides on the water with rear end raised and fluffed outprodudnf 
a bluntly rounded cflect. 

Adult. Aboviy dark brown, the crown darker; sides of head, throat 
and neck chestnut. BeloWy silky smoky white with the fanks dusky ^ iwan 
(contra P. n. mgricollis). A white patch on wing (secondaries) compfcoo^ 
only in flight. Base of bill and swollen fleshy gape yellowish green, pmnu- 
nent. In non-breeding plumage, mostly in winter, a drab brown bird with 
whitish chin, pale rufous neck and whitish undeiyarts. Sexes ^c. 

ftatus, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Chiefly resident, butshiitjug 
and long distances dependent on drought and flood. Part of popuiahoM 


GREBES 7 

posably also migratory. Common throughout the Indian subcontinent, 
cast to Assam and Manipur, south into Ceylon, from the plains to e. 1800 m. 
altitude (in. Kashmir). Absent in the Andaman and Nicobar islands. 
Frequents all t^cs of inland waters with or without floating vegetation or 
reeds — irrigation reservoirs, village tanks, ponds, moats of ancient forts, 
etc., even flooded roadside ditches and borrow-pits. Hardly ever rivers 
or the sea. 



X e. I 


ExtralimiUil. Our race capensis occurs in much of N. Africa, Madac^car 
Middle Blast, and SE. Asia. 

MIGRATION. Unknown, but an exhausted specimen picked up on Jakko 
Hill, Simla (c. 1500 m.) — quite out of its normal range — ■ on 17 September 
1942 (A. E. Jones, JBNHS 43: 661) seems clearly suggestive of migratory 
movement. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually keeps in separated pmrs or «Tnall scattered 
parties. Enormous gatherings of himdreds strong may commonly be met 
with on the bigger jhecls sudi as the Manriiar lake in Sind, and the Logtak 
in Mampur (Assam). Also on the * Salt Lakes * near Calcutta. An, excellent 
divtir and underwater swimmer. Disappears smoothly below the surface 
without leaving a ripple, or takes a little up\vard leap to plunge vertically 
with astonishing suddenness. After being fired at once, will often vanish 
btfore Ac charge of shot can reach it a second time! The birds are fond of 
disporting themselves at sunset, chasing one another, pattering on the 
surface half ninning half flying with rapid flapping (ribrating) of the 
diminutive wings, to the'accompamment of shrill tittering or trilling duets 
and choruses. They arc loth to fly^ and when alarmed will either dive for 
safety or palter along and fly a short distance dose to the suriace presently 
to flop down again. Once properly airborne, however, they can fly incredibly 
well and strongly, and often travel long distances. 

FOOD. Fish, frogs, tadpoles, crustacca, molluscs, aquaUc insects, etc. 
As in other grebes some feathers also swallowed. Food mostly procured by 
diving, 'but also on surface from under floating vegetation by swift spurts 
forward, neck outstretched, to seize escaping quarry. 

VOICE and CALLS. In addition to the runs of shrill, rather musical trilling, 
a sharp monosyllabic click is uttered repeatedly when agitated, as on 
approach of nest by intruder; and also sharp squerdcs like an unoiled bicycle 
wheel. 

BREEDINO. Season varies in different parts of the country depending 
on rainfall and availability of suitable breeding svaters; chiefly April to 
October in northern and peninsular India, December to February in the 


8 ^ PODICIPITIFORMES 

south 'and in Ceylon. Piest, a rough pad of sodden weeds ^d 
30 cm. across the lop of the shallow central dcprcssioiL Floating or bedaw 
on water weeds, and usually anchored to the reeds or substrate; often *n 
dusters or colonics partly submerged and liable to drown by flood. It WJ 
been noted (Williams/ JBNHS 33:619) that the temperature of 
round the eggs within a half-submerged nest is higher than that o^c 
perhaps as a result of the fermentation of the soggy nest material. Tins ^7 
prevent chilling of the cg^ and account for the birch being able to Jeaw tncffl 
unattended for long periods. Copulation usually takes place on the na 
when the female is sitting on it. Eggs, 4 or 5, sometimes 3 or 6, rather pom 
at both ends, chalky white, becoming stained dirty brownish dunng 
bation by contact with the sodden nest. Average size e. 36 X 25 nun. 
birds cover up the eggs with loose neat material every time they ^ 
nest. Both sexes incubate, and tend the young. Incubation 
as 19-20 days. Two (or more?) broods arc raised in succession, 
female is incubating the second clutch, the care of the first bfooa 01 eyfaj 
young devolves entirely on the male. ^ ^ 

The downy striped and spotted hatchlings can swim almost . 
as hatched, but dive when a day (?) old clumsily %vith a splash, 
submerged only for a short time.* When first venturing forth from the 
they hold on with the bill to the parent’s flank feathers at the rc^ 
thus towed along. On scenting danger the parent givm the tjttcnng 
note, at the same time partly pairing its win^ and dipping its 
chicib clamber up the incline and ensconce themselves between the scap 
and arc carried away to safety. 

Museum Diaonosis. For details of plumages of the nominate ^ 

Witherby 1940, ‘ 4: 109-1 1. Our race eapetms diffen from it in having white W*® 
the primaries and more white on the secondaries. 

MEAnTREMEKTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus ™ 

■ (from featben) 

(f 2 94-109 18-22 3(P35 (Baker) c- 23-33 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris fcddlsh brown or deep red, or orange 
CJTclc of fine brown spots round pupil. Bill in adult black, the extreme ^ 

the base and gape (swollen) yellow or greenish yellow; in downy young 
Legs and feet greenish bladr or black. 


Order Procellariiformes 

Key to the Petrels, Shearwaters and Storm Petrels (ProcelI*rild** 
Hydixibatidae) recorded In Indian wsters 

A Large-sized (e. 50 cm. = I9| In.), dark above and below, hill jj 

fleshy white Pncelleria (orrmpes 

B Large-sized (c. 40-48 cm. » ISJ-IO in.), dart above and white below 

C Medium-sized (e. 36 cm. « ii in.), with dark head, chcqu«r^ 
upperparts, and white underparts Depiicn espensu 
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13-14 in.), dark above and below 
2 


Medinm-naed (f. 33-36 cm. 
si^^ed (c. 17 -5-28 cm- = 7-1 1 in.), dark above and bdow, 


7}-l2 in.), generally dark above with 


SmaH-dzed (e. 19-31 can. ■ 
jome white in plumage . , 

1 \Vlnte face streaked with black, upperparts scale-like m appearance, 

, (c. 40-48 cm. « 151-19 in.) ProceWuia 

Uzuformly dark above, wMte bcicw (Ught phase) or aU dark (dark 

phase), tail cuncate {c. 42-48 cm. — 161-19 in.) 

Pnallcria pcnfxa ddsmfyr-aa 

2 Bni dark brown, body fcathen paler bdow than above, tad short and 

rounded (c. 33 cm. = 13 in.). IWIerte te=nm^ 

Bm very stout and black (c. 36 cm. = 14 in.) Btihxria demma 

3 Bin short (t. 29 mm.), tail long, wedge-shaped, feet fitab-^oloured 

• Babsma fallex 

Dark aU over, wedge-shaped tail, pale legs (c. 25-28 cm. = 16-11 in.) 

Bidtsens fcaheem 

Dark all orcr, smaller, forked tail (c. 17 * 5-19 cm. = 7 - 7 im.) 

Of fi 'r ^ Jinrrji leueofhoa TMnarhxx 

4 Sooty black above with white underparts, dark colour of back extend- 
ing to sides of breast (c. 29-31 cm. = Hi— 12 ^ in.)... - 

^...BnaUena Ik en r aa im baUeni 

Sooty black above with white rump, underparts while with black 
band running longitudinally along middle of bdly through under 

tan^overts (c. 20-5 cm. = 8 in.) Fregdta mpUa restogeilrr 

Dark aU over with white rump, pale wing-bar, square taH, and ydlow 
webs of toes (c. 19 cm. = 7 i in.) Ocaaita eaenmr eeradoa 
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Family Procellariidae ; Petrels, Shearwaters 

Sea birds of very diver« sizes and coloration, almost from goose to myn^ and 
wbite, grey, brown, or black plumage or combinations of these. Bm short and smut 
to longish and slender, covered with homy plates, hooked at tip. Nost^ tuteto. 
liVings narrow, long, and pointed vdth first primary longest, and seeondanes 
Tarsus short to medium, slender, laterally compressed, reticulated. Feet webbed, 
with strong binddaw. Tall short, rounded. Sexes alike. 


Genus Daption Stephens 

Dsptim Stephens, 1826, ra Shaw’s Gen. Zool. 13(1) : 239. Type, by original 
designation, PnaUaie ceperjis Linnaeus 

Bm short, stout, gonys angulate near the end, and the eitretmty mciinrf upward. 
Nostrils divided within the tube but terminating in a dnglc orifice. kSmgs long: 
Ist qmll (as.) longest; secondaries short. Tail of 14 feathers rather short, slightly 
rounded at end. Tarsus slender, redculate, somewhat compressed and shorter than 
the middle or outer toe; hmdelaw stout. 

Cootalns only a single jpeaes. 
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6. Capo PetroL Daptvm ceperjis (Unnacus) 

ProaUaia ceperjis linnaeus, 1753, S>-st. Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 32 (Cape of Good Hope) 
Baker, FBI No. 2201, Vol. 6:307 
Plate 2, fig. 12 
OTHER NAi£E. Cape Pjgcon. 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 36 cm. {c. 14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A black and W'hitc pdagic petrel with a dark head, 
conspicuously chequered back, and two large roundish ^vhite patches on 


upper surface of each -wing. 



X Vi. 

plumages, measurements, moults and 


Adult. Above, head, neck, and 
upper back sooty brown. A small 
white streak bdow eye. Rest of back 
white with black spots producing a 
chequered effect. Tail w'hite with broad 
black terminal band. Below, .white, 
including under surface of wings. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 

Breeds in the Antarctic zone; ranges 
widdy over the southern circumpolar 
oceans. Said to be one of die commonest 
petrds in the southern hemisphere^ 
often following ships to pick up gar- 
bage dirown overbeianL 

The sole record for our area is a 
specimen obtained in the Gulf of 
Manaar, betw^n Ceylon and die 
Indian mainland (Hume, Vns 1870:438 
and Strq^ Feathers 7:463), now in the 
British Museum. 

Ruszim DiACNOSTS. FoT descripdon of 
biology, see Murphy 1936: 601-10. 


^ ^Vmg B31 Tarsus Tan 

cf 2 240-268 29-32 ’ 42-46 92-103 nun. 

coiouas or bare parts. Iris brown. Bill bUck, the sldn ben^^cn the rami red. 
Legs azd feet black. 

Genus Procellaria Linnaeus 

ProetUana linsaeus, 1758, NaL, cd- iO, 1:131. Tjpe, by subsequent designa- 
doa, PrvuUcria csqittrjctidis Linnaeus -(Gray, 1840, cf JKr, 1949; 512) 

Cf. Phillips, W.WA. 1951, SpoUe 26(2): 151-3. 

Bill long, slender, co mp r e ss ed, much hooked at the point and with both mandibles 
turning down at dp. Nostrils tubular ending in two distinct oblique orifices (*doub!e- 
barrcDed *) directed forward and upward, with a broad di%ision between them. 
Wings long and pointed; 1st primary (as.) longest. Tail of 12 feathers, rather long 
and graduated. Tarsus reticulated, compressed and sharp in front; shorter than the 
middle and outer toes which are subequal. A small hinddaw. 

Oceanic birds of moderate dze. 
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7. WhSte&onted or Streaked Shearwater. ProceUeria IrjcamtSatna 
T rmmin ck 

ProciUcria leuarrxles Xemminck, 1835, Planch. Col. d Ois. livr. 99.597 
(Seas of Japan and Nagasaki Bay) 

Baker, FBI No. 2199, VoL 6:306 

SIZE. Browmheaded GuU ±; length c. 46 cm. (c. 19 in.). 

fieed characters. Pelagic. Recognized by io white face streaked with 

Adult. Above, dart brown with black wings and taiL Below, white, 
including under surface of wings. Seres alike. . . x- 

STATUS, detributios and habitat. North Pacific Ocean from Korea 
and Japan south in winter to Philippine Is., Borneo, Moluccas and New 
Guinea. Breeds in colonics on small ofEdiorc islands, e,g. in Japan, in burrows 
excavated in earthen hillsides. _ _ 

Only one record for our area — a spedmen taken at Mt Lavinia, Geylon, 

in 1884. (Skin in British Mus.) 

hfoszuM Diagnosis. For details of plumage, breeding etc. see Hachisnka 
1932; 252; breeding biology Austin and Kuroda 1953: 304. 

Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

4S-53 46-54 131-150 mm. 

(Baker) 

cotOGBS or BAS* BARTS. Iris dark brown. Bffl dark faom-cotour. Legs and feet 
flesh.CDlour. the outer toe darker (Baker). 




\Ving 

305-339 


8. PinUooted Shearwater. Procellaia camipes (Gould) 

Pvgaso cermpei Gould, 1844, Ann. &. Mag. Nat. Hist. 13:365 
(smil islands off Cape Lceuwin, West Aratralia) 

Baker, FBI No. 2193, VoL 6: 305 
Plate 2, fig. 8 

SIZE. Brovvnhcaded Gull i; length r. 50 cm. (r. 20 in.). 

roEiD CHARACTERS. Fclagic. . , . so, V. 

Adult. Above and below dark sooty brown or chocolate-black ades 
of head and neck paler greyish brown. Pale fleshy biU^d feet. Serrate. 

STATUS, DCTRiBunoN and HABITAT. ‘ Indian and Paofic oce^ 
Australian seas north in the (southern) wmter to Ceylo^ Jap^ 
fotnia....’ (Alexander 1955:23-4). Breeds on ida^ 

Austrdia and northern New Ze^d, and at W How* I^rL Wt^ 
our area two specimens taken m Ceylon, one m 18'9 1931 . 4l31> “ 

ofrier in 1945 (^an Hill 1945, JBNHS 45: 239-10) More ^ 

numbers observed in the Maidive Islands m July (Phillips 19 d8, JBNHS 
55:216). ,, 

Mmxou Duvgnoss. For desoiptiou of plumages, bioIog>-. «c. see Murp y 
1935:658. 
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KzAsusEumm 

Wing Bill Tanus Ta3 

(fi-om feathers) 

t?2 299-316 41-46 c. 52-56 I37-I48mia. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. ' Irb browu. Bill, feet and legs fresh colour, the tip of 
both mandibles dusk\' and darker (Baker). 

9. Wedgetailed Shearwater, Procelhsna padjica chJoTtfrhpicka (Lesson) 

Pi^bsis chJvTorhj n eku Lesson, 1831, Traitd d’OnEjLnT. 8:613 
(Sharks Bay, Western Australia) 

Baker, FBI No. 2196, VoL 6:303 ( ~ Pt^bas peei/iGa kadUsrd Mathevs-s) 
Plale 2, fig. 7 

SIZE. BrowTdieadcd GuB 3:; length c. 48 cm. {c. 19 m.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. PcIagic. Abovc, dark chocolatc-brown, primaries 
and wedge-shaped tall black. Face and throat dark browTiish grey. Below, 
dimorphic, grc>’ish brown [dark phase), or white (light phase). Sexes alike. 



X c, 1 


STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. AVarmcT parts of the I n di an and 
Pacific oceans. Breeding at Se^'chelles, Mauritius, Fouquet, and Rodriguez; 
ranging widely over the \s-estcm Indian Ocean. From within cur area 
4 spccinicns, all taken on the coast of Ceylon, are in the Colombo 
Museum. An old si^t record at Trincomalec by CoL Lcgge (\Vait 1931: 
412) and another by W. "W. A* Phillips at Colombo in 1949 (1950, JBNHS 
49: 289). According to the latter this shearwater is probably a regular 
summer visitor to coastal Cc^don, He foimd it (presumably this same race, 
chJoTorhyrxha, plentiful in the Maldh'e Islands in early July (1958, JBNHS 
55:216). Cumnung’s record from the hlakran Co^ of B^uddstan was 
sho^s-n bj' Ticchurst (1940, JBNHS 32: 89) to be erroneous, but this shear- 
water may wtcU turn up along the coast of West Pakistan. 

BREEDuaj. For breeding biology see hfmphy 1936, and Murphy, 
?fiedrach & Baflcy 1954: 30, 

Musscm DiACNTaa, For details of plumages, races, etc. sec Murphy 1951 : 1-21 ; 
Hachbuka 1932:253. 

IffiAJURZUEXTS 

^\'ing Bill 

(from feathers) 

(f 9 274-290 36-39 

COLOURS OF BARe PARTS. Irfr dzA brown. Bill 
Legs and feet fieshy white (Baker). 


Tarsus Tan 

f. 45-48 I49-16Jiam, 

dun fishy or dtaky greerjih . 
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10. Slenderbilled or Short-tailed Shearwater. Procellaria tenidrostris 
Temminck 

Procellaria Untdrostris Tcmmiflck, 1835, PI. Col., Hvr. 99: text to pi. 587 
(Seas north of Japan and shores of Korea = Japan) 

Baker, FBI No. 2197, Vol. 6:304 [ PuJJitms tenuirostris tenuirostris (Temminck)] 

OTHER NAMES. Mutton-bird, Whale-bird. 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 33 cn[i. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Pclagic. ' 

Adult. Above, dark sooty brown, crown and primaries nearly black. 
Below, paler and greyer with grey chin and throat and gre>ish under wing- 
coverts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and H^^iTAT. Once obtained near Ormara on the 
Makran Coast, Baluchistan, in. May 1889 mistakenly reported (JBNHS 
12: 767) as P. chlororhynchus (cf. above). Another example picked up dead 
on the' south coast of Cfeylon in May 1949 (Phillips 1951, SZ 26: I5I), 
Both these doubtless blown in by SW. Monsoon g^es. Breeds on islands 
in the neighbourhood of Tasmania and southeastern Australia. Ranges 
northward to Korea and Japan, and to Behring Straits and western coasts 
of North America. 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumages, biology, etc. see Murphy 
1936:673-6. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(?9 

258-280 

31-34 

49-52 

80-85 mm. 
(Baker) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irfs brown. Bill blackish brown, tinged with olive. 
Legs and feet purplish black, with outer toes and outer side of-tanus black. 

11. Maoritias Shearwater. Procellaria Iherminieri hailloni Bonaparte 

Procellaria nugax a. hailloni Bonaparte, 1857, Consp. Av., 2:205 
(ex Insula Franciae = Mauritius) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 2, fig. 13 

LOCAL NAME. Hoogula (Maldives). 

SIZE, Pigeon — ; length c. 30 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Pelagic. 

Adult. Above, sooty black wth greyish neck, the grey extending to sides 
of breast. Below, white; under tail-coverts black or black-and-white. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Brccds in the Maidive Islands. 
Extra! imi tally also in Mauritius, Reunion, Rodriguez, Seychelles, etc. 
Ranges in the tropical Indian Ocean, but strangely enough not yet obtained 
in coastal Ceylon or western India, 

MIGRATION. ? 

GENERAL HABITS. Like Other petrels, spends most of the non-breeding 
season at sea. Glides swiftly close to the surface skimming over the waves 
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in a wandering course on extended motionless wings interrupted bv a f 
rapid strokes, often lowering legs and paddling or * walking * alon? tT 
water. Turns and twists from side to side in flight flashing the white hr^ 
intermittently, like sand plovers in a flock. Ranges widely over vast exoa^ 
of ocean, returning at the appointed season to its specific breeding islantk 

FOOD. Small fish, squids, and other surface-floating animals- refm^ 
thrown overboard, etc. * 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded in India. 

BREEDmo, Gregarious. Season, in Maldives apparently behveen October 
and January, or later; said by the islanders to conUnuc throughout the 
year. Burrows were found to contain eggs and young on 29 December 
(Gadow in Gardiner 1903); also between 26 and 31 January (1958 Phill™ 
& Sims, JBNHS 55: 201). JV«<, a burrow excavated in sand beneath nw 
of scrub, within six metres of the shore; particularly numerous on snail 
uninhabited islets.' The birds visited the burrows only at night, between 
midnight and 4 a.mi Eggs, white; one measured 4'9x 35 mm. autchsiie? 
Incubation 'period? (Both the incubation and nestling periods are iaonli. 
nately protracted in shearwaters and petrels.) Presumably, as in other 
petrels, both sexes incubate. 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumages etc. of nominate race lUermay 
see Murphy 1936: 684-7. Bailloni difiers from it only in details. It diffen from the 
more northerly occurring race persiea (see below) in being somewhat smaller v/ith i 
shorter bill, and in the greyish of the neck extending to sides of breast. (Sec also 
Palmer 1962, 1: 198.) 

MEASUREMENTS. Specimens from Maldives, Seychelles, Reunion measure: 7 (f 
9 Wing I8I-198 (av. 191 *7); bill (nostril to tip) 21-23 (av. 21 -6) mm. Specimeaj 
collected at Aden, and on the Makran and western India coasts (P. /. pnt::a) 
measure: 4 (jtp Wing 199-210 (av. 204-5); 5 o'? bill (nostril to tip) 25-27 
(av. 25'6)mm, 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill slate, ridge of culmcn and ti; 
black. Le^ and feet slate-blue (livid flesh in juv.), back of taniu and outer to 
black, middle of webs and joints dusky (Witherby), 


12. Persian Shearwater, Procellaria Iherminieri persiea (Hume) 

Puffinus persieus Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers, 1:5 
(at sea between Gwadar and Muscat) 

Baker, FBI No. 2200, Vol. 6:306 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c. 31 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar to P, 1. bailloni but sometvhat larger and 
with a longer bill. Less grey on neck and with a narrow white ring round 
eye and a white streak behind it. Difficult to distinguish unless in the hand. 
(Sec measurements under P, 1. bailloni.) 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Arabian Sea coasts between Aden 
and Karachi, Common and abundant in the Persian Gulf and the Gulf 
of Oman, and on the Makran Coast. Breeding stations unkno\vn; may lie 
off the Makran Coast or the Straits of Hormuz as suggested by 
Meinertzhagen (1954: 441). 
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Two specimens (Wing 201 and 212 mm.) have been taken on the Bombay 
Coast in the SW. monsoon, season, doubtless storm-blown, and one in Kerala 
(JBNHS 16: 14). The racial identity of the last is undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

(J'9 185-209 f. 38 31-33 87-103 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill dusky brown, bluish at the base and 
most of lower mandible. Legs and feet pinkish white; outer part of tarsus and outer 
toe including web black, variable in extent. 

Genus Bulweria Bonaparte 

Bulweria Bonaparte, 1843 (1842), Nouv. Ann. Sci. Nat. Bologna 8:426. 

Type, by monotypy, Procellaria bulwerii Jardine & Selby 

Very closely allied to Procellaria but considerably smaller and of a more or less 
uniformly slate colour. Feet ^veakc^; tail comparatively longer. Nostrils on top of 
culmcn forming two quite separate roimd holes, this portion somewhat soft. 


13. Mascarene Black Petrd. Bulweria aterrima (Bonaparte) 

Procellaria aterrima ‘ Verr.* — Bonaparte, 1857, Consp. Av., 2:191 
(ex Insula Borbonica, Afr. occ. = Reunion) 

' Not in Baker, FBI 

OTHER NAMES. Reunion Petrel, Mascarene Gadfly Petrel. 

SIZE. Pigeon -h; length c. 36 cm. (c. 14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Pclagic. 

Adult. Above and below dark grey-bro\vn or sooty black, with wedge- 
shaped tail. Bill short, stout, black. * Feet dark reddish flesh colour; outer 
toe and webs black * (Alexander 1955). Dimorphic: dark and light colotir 
phases. Has been likened to a huge s^vift flying low and fast over the surface 
of the sea. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Indian Ocean from the Mascarene 
Islands north to the Gulf of Aden. Doubtfully breeding on Riimion Island 
e. 21®0'S., 55°30'E. 

A live specimen (storm-blown?) taken by fishermen at Bombay, 15 June 
1940, identified at Colombo Museum (JbNHS 42:193). Unfortunately 
the skin cannot be traced for rcchecking; therefore the record must stand 
unconfirmed till fresh specimens come to hand. 

13a. Jotxamn’s Gmdfly Petrel. Bulweria 'fallax 

Bulweria faUax Jounxun, 1955, L'OUcau 27:160 
(»t Rpproximstely 12*3074., 55*E.) 

Not in Ba ker , FBI 
Plate 2, fig- 6 

OTHER NAME, Jouanin*! Black PctrcL ' 
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SIZE. Pigeon — ; length e. 29-30 cm. (12 in.), , 

FIELD CHARACTTERS, PdapC. .. 

Adult. Above and below brownish black with long wedge-shapw tai 
and a short, thick bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. ' Probably brccds in bumjM on 
islands such as Kuria Muria off eastern Aden, Socotra, or Abd^I- un. 
Found commonly in the Arabian Sea and the Gulf of Aden throughout c 
year. Bailey and Bourne (1963, JBNHS 60: 258) report that they 
several examples of this species that came aboard an aircraft , 

16°49'N., 55‘’15'E. and 18®50'N., 57®50'E. on 14 February I960, 

1 r24^N.. 57°05'E. on 25 May in the central Arabian Sea off the moutfl 

the Gulf of Aden. j* i hr 

GENERAL HABITS. Unknown, but has been observed feeding alone 
from land. , 

FOOD, One of the birds handled by Bailey (Bailey & Bourne, 1 

vomited a small squid. ^ n r her aad 

BREEDING. Unknown, but probably some time between Uc o 
March. 


Museum Diagnosis 

MEASUREMENIT 

Wing Bill 

240 29 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 

to the 'egs and toes. 


Tarsus 
■ 32 

Bill black. Feet 


TaO Wingspan 

125 790 mm. 

flohHxJourcd with b!.* oota tdp 


1 3b. BhIwmt’. G«dfly Petrel. Bulweria bulwerii (Jardine & Selby) 

Procellaria bulwerii Jardine & Selby, 1828, 111, Orn., 2. pL 65 (hlad ’ ) 
Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 2, fig. 5 

OTHER NAMES. Bulwcr’s Pctrcl, Bulwer’s Black Petrel. 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c, 26-5-28 cm. (lOJ-U im). rtthcr 
FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small browiush black gadfly icp, 

on chin and edges of greater wing-coverts, wth a short, sum a , 
and a long, wedge-shaped tail. 
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STATtJS, DCTRIBtrnOK and habitat. 
Pdagic. Breeds on islands off the coast of 
China; the Bonin Islands, Vulcan Islands, 
the western Hawaiians and Marquesas 
Islands in the Fadfic Ocean. Also breeds 
on Maddra, the Salvages, Canary and 
Cape Verde Islands in the Atlantic. 
PhilUps (1959, BulL BOG, 79: 100-101) 
has reported upon the occurrence of this 
species in the Indian Ocean, having 
secured a specimen in the Maldives in 
August, 1958. 

FOOD. Probably squid, small fish, and 
zooplankton. 

breedino. Eggs are known Erom May 


Bm of B^daaia hvilwmi, X 

e.l to July. 



MtTixUM Diagnosis 




MEASUREMENTS 




Wing 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tail 

200 

21 . 

27 

110 mm. 

COLOURS 07 BARE PARTI. 

Bill black. Legs mainly pink; f«t flab-colour, outer 


Ma and webs black. 


Family Hvdrobatidae: Storm Petrels 
The smallest sea birds, clmely related to Shearwaters, up to about Myna sire 
(e. 25 cm. or 10 in.), of blackish or greyish plumage, mostly with a white rump. 
Wings long; tsH medium to long; neck short. Bill slender, of medium length, grooved, 
booked at tip. Nostrils tubular with a single orifice. Legs slender, me d ium to long; 
feet webbed, mostly black. Webs black or particoloured. Sexes alike. 

Genus Oceanites Kcyserling & Blasius 
Oaaata Kcyserling and B l asius, 1840, Wirbelth. Eur. Isxdii, I3I, 238. Type, by 
subsequent designation, Proulhxria witsorm Bonaparte — PnuUarvi ouanUa Kuhl 
Eire small. BDl slight, and shorter than head; the orifice of the combined 
nostrils single. M^gs very long and narrow: 2nd primary (as.) longest. Tail mode* 
rate, slightly forked. Tibia partly naked; tarsi smooth, much longer than toes. 
Hind toe only represented by a minute claw. Basal p h a l a nx of middle toe not flattened ; 
shorter than the other phalanges plus claw. Claws sharp, spatulate, but litde flattened. 

The genus ranges through the southern oceans and into the North Temperate 
lone.' 

14. WBaon’s Storm PetrcL OcetmiUS octanlats octameus (Kuhl) 
Pro^(telIaria) oceanica Kuhl, 1820, Beitr. Zool. Abth., 1: 136 pi. 10, «!. 

(No type locality. South Georgia designated by Murphy, 

1918 , Bdll. Am. Mus. Nat. Hot., 38: 128) 

_ Baker, FBI No. 2194, Vol. 6: 300 
, , PUte 2, hg. 1 

OTHER NAMES. Mother Carey’s Chicken, Yellow-webbed Storm Petrel. 
SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm. (7^ in.). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. Pelagic. A small sooty black storm petrel with a 
conspicuous white patch above tail (coverts) and a pale wing-bar. Longish 
slender black legs with distincrive lemon-yellow webbed toes which charac- 
teristically project behind the short square tail in flight Sexes alike, ' 



Foot, X I 


Dark coloration and white rump, as well as flight, superficially reminiscent 
of house swilT The only storm petrel with white rump and dark underparts 
occurring regularly in the Indian Ocean. 



X f. I 
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STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Claimed to be one of the most 
numerous bird spedes in the world, and is ccrt^unly the most wide-ran^ng 
of the storm petrels. Breeds on Antarctic and subantarctic islands wander* 
ing north in the A tlan tic, Padfic and Indian oceans in summer, to Europe, 
Arabia, India, New Guinea, Japan, California, etc. Not uncommon along 
the coasts of the Persian Gulf, Makran and Sind. 
Also visits coastal Ceylon chiefly during the SW. 
Monsoon, and has been taken at Kanyakuznari 
(Kerala). Sinclair (1888, JBNHS) mentions it 
as ‘ known but rare ’ on the Konlan coast (W. 
India). A spedmen' was collected within tsvo 
miles of Bombay doda on 22.10.1947 when 
also a number of scattered birds were observed 
in coastal waters a few miles southward (Abdulali, JBNHS 47; 550), This 
is pebbly a regular seasonal occurrence but curiously enough unrecorded. 
H. G. Alexander noted it about 150 miles outofBombay towards Aden on 10 
September (Ibis, 1929: 43). Not recorded from northern parts of the Bay of 
Boigal, but scvaal from the neighbourhood of Malaya. 

ICORATION. The meagre authentic records for the Indian Ocean suggest 
that probably the main body of birds from the Antarctic breeding grounds 
reaches north to Socotra and the Arabian coast in May-June, returning 
by way of the waters off Ceylon between September and November (Gibson- 
HiU 1948, JBNHS 47: 445). 

OEKBSAL HABITS, Kccps in Scattered ones and twos or small pardes — 
sometimes large gatherings of 200 or more. Often met far out at sea flying 
fwift*likc (alternate glides and fluttering) close oVer the water even in a 
choppy sea, or riding buoyantly on the wave crests. Picks up floating 
animalcules ftom the comparatively calm troughs bchvecn the waves, 
getting hidden no^v and again behind the svr'cU. Feeds by ‘ walking * or 
* hopping * on the water with wings fluttering and held sli^tly above line 
of back — strangely reminiscent of a flock of jungle babblers hopping in 
active search of food — long 1^ dangling, feet paddling, head bent low 
and bill touching the surface. 

roon. Mainly zooplankton. 

BBBEDl^o. In the south polar, and subpolar zones in the southern 
summer, November to January. Nests in crevices in clifis, xmder and amongst 
stones of scr ees , etc. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage etc. sec Murphy 1936, 2; 749; Baker 
1929,6: 300. ' 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bni 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

o’? 

140-157 

12-14 

32-36 

72-84 mm. 
(Baker) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris blarVish. Bill dull blade. Legs and feet black, with 
a conspicuous pale jtllow patch in the centre of each web. 

*Dr C. A. Gibson-Hill who cxan^ed this spedmen suggested that it miAt be of the 
Ker^dea breeding race pasrus. But the differences between the races arc »o slight and 
overlap in the mtasuremeats so considerable that he could not be definite. The bird 
tneasined: Wing 145; bill 18*5; tarsus 35; tail 59 nizn. 
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Genus Freoetta Bonaparte 

FregtIUi Bonaparte, 1855, Comp. Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris 41: 1113. T>pe; by original 
designation, Thahsssidnma Uvevgaster Gould 
Very close to Oceamtis. Differs ftom it in having the first phalanx of the middle 
toe greatly flattened and longer than the other phalanges plus claw. Claws flattened, 
broad, spade-^haped and pointed at end. 

The genus is chiefly found in the southern oceans. 

15. Dnsfcyvented Storm PetreL Fregelta tropica melanogaskr (Gould) 

Thalaisidromi mclanogastcr Gould, 1844, Ann. & Mag. Nat. HisL, 13:367 
(Southern Indian Ocean) 

Baker, FBI No. 2195, Vol. 6: 302 
Plate 2, fig. 4 

OTHER NAMES. Gould’s Storm Petrel; Mother Carey’s Chicken. 

SIZE. Bulbul length c. 20 cm. (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Pelagic. Like Wilson’s Storm Petrel sooty black 
, altove with white rump, but with underside including middle of under 
wings white. A black band along middle of belly through under tail-covcru. 
Legs shorter, all black, including webs of toes. ‘ The longitudinal dark band 
on the belly, with conspicuous white areas on either side, disringuish this 
storm petrel from its congeners. It is, however, surprisingly difficult to 
differentiate in life as it follows a ship or dances upon the ocean’ (Murphy 
1936, 2: 764). Flight weake^ more fluttering and bat-like; otherwise'habits 
more or less the same as last. 

STATUS, DtsTRjBUTiON and HABITAT. Accidental straggler. Breeds in- 
colonies on islands in the Antarctic and subantarcD'c zone, e.g. Kerguelen 
and South Orkney. Only a single old record from our area — a specimen 
collected in the Bay of Bengal (r. 1895) by or for the Marquis of Twceddalc, 
now in the British Museum. The bird ranges in the seas south of Australia! 
but has apparently not been seen elsewhere in the Indian Ocean. 

Jerdon 1864 (3: 827), mentioned that a storm petrel -was not of unfrequent 
occurrence near the mouths of the Ganges in stormy weather, as well as in 
the Bay ofBcngal. The species was not established, and no recent authentic 
identification b av-ailable. 

Mosemt Diaonosb. For description of plumages, also biology, see Murnbv 
1936,2:764-7. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from featbers) 

d" 9 158-176 14-15 r. 40-43 73-81 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OR BARE RARts. fris brown. Bin, legs and toes (including webs) black. 

Genus Oceanodroma Reichcnbach 

Oaaoirona Reichenbacb, 1853 (1852), Av. SysL NaL: iv. T>-pe, by original 
dcagnation, Pnullen&f areata Gmclia 

Cf, Austin, O. L^ Jf., 1952, BulL Mus. Comp. ZooL, Harvard, 107; 399-401 
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R»ther dose to Fngitta and Oaamus but with deeply forited tail of 12 feathers. 
Tarsus about equal to middle toe plus elaw. Ist primary (as.) eoncealcd, minute 
and pointed; 3rd primary longest. 


16. Forktailed Storm Petrel* Ouanodroma Imorhoa monorhis (Svwnhoe) 

Thclassidnma mmorkis Swinhoe, I867» Ibis: 386 {Amoy, China) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 2, fig. 2 

OTHER NAME. Lcach’s Stonn Petrel. 

SEE. Bulbul ±; length c. 17-19 cm. (e. 7-7J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, Pelagic. Similar in size to Wilson’s but appearing 
a fairly uniform sooty brown, including underwing. Slightly greyer on neck 
and imderparts, and with dark rump instead of white. Differs also in its 
distinctly forked tail, and shorter black legs and black feet. Flight similarly 
swallow-b’ke but stronger than in whiterumpcd species described. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare 
vagrant. Breeds on islets from Korea and 

V coastal Japan south to Quelpart Island, and 

islets off Formosa. Winters south to 
Singapore. In our area only a single specimen 
obtained in Ceylon — an exhausted storm* 
driven male at Mulwal near Colombo, 3 July 
Bill of Oetanwhoma UutorhoOf X c. 1 1927, This Was apparently miridentiBcd by 
' Stuart Baker as of the Californian race 
socomensis. Also a fairly reliable identifica’tion (H. H. Tomlinson) of one 
that came on board ship a little west of Colombo, 10 June 1923, and was 
examined in the hand (Gibson-HiU 1948, JBNHS 47 : 447-8). 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plunu^e, measurements and other 
details, see Austin, 1952. 

colours or BARE PARTS. Iris bfownish. Bfll, legs, and feet black (Palmer 1962, 
1 : 226). 


Order Pelecaniforues 
Family Phaethontidae : Tropic-Birds 

Wide-ranging tropical sea birds similar in size and superficial appearance to 
terns but morphologically closer to cormorants and frigate birds. Plumage in adults 
chiefly white and black. Head large; neck short; bill yellow or orange*red, longish, 
stout, slightly deedrved, pointed. Wings long and pointed. Tail wedge-shaped with 
the middle pair of feathers in adults narrow, ribbonlike, much elongated as in the 
Paradise Flycatcher {Terpsiphont), Legs extremely short; feet webbed (connecting 
all 4 toes). Sexes alike. Young hatch from the egg with down. Eggs curiously like 
those of the raptors especaally the Scavenger Vulture (Ntaphrm). (For details of 
anatomy etc. see Baker 1929, 6: 290.) 
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Genus Phaethon Liimaeiu 


PhaHhon linnacus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 134. Type, by subsequent dedgmSoB, 
P/uuihon atthereus Linnaeus 
Cf. Gibson-HiU, C. A., 1950, JBNHS 49: 67-80 
Characters as of the Family. The genus is represented throughout the tnjpfc^ 
seas of the world. 


Key to the Specie* 


A With elongated tail streamers j 

B Without elongated tail streamers 

1 Streamers red P. ruhricauda (adult) 

Streamers white a 


a Upper and lower parts white, black wing-bar, biU yellow to orange 

P. Uptimu (adult) 

Upperparte barred with black, black wing-bar, bill red | 

P. aelhereus (adult) 

2 Upperparts barred with black, bUl black .' 

P. Tubricauda (juvcnal) 


Upperparts barred with black, biU yellow b 

b . With black nuchal crescent 

P. eelkertus (juvciul) 

Without black nuchal crescent P, Upturn ( juvcnal) 
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1 7. Short-tailed Tropic-bird. Phaethon aelhereus indicus Hume 
Phaethon indicus Hume, 1876, Stray Feathers, 4 : 481, 483 (Matran Cbsjt) 
Baker, FBI No. 2188, Vol. 6: 291 
Plate 5, fig. 2 

OTHER NAMES. Boatswain or Bos’n bird; RcdbUlcd Tropic-bird. 
SEE. Blackhcaded Gull or large tem; length c. 40 cm, (16 in.) + uil 
ribbons c. 30 cm. (12 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Pclagic. A predominantly white tem-like sea bird 
with greatly elongated ribbons in the wedge-shaped tail as in die 
Paradise Flycatcher’s. 

Adult. Aboogf white finely 
barred with bbek, A black upright 
crescentic band in front of and 
through eye on each ride of head, 
A black wing-bar conspicuous in 
flight. Outer primaries largely 
black. BehWj including imdcrride 
of wing, white with a black 
horizontal patch on posterior flanks. Bright coral red bill diagnostic. 
Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Black-spotted crown and nape, heavier black 
barring on back, and no ribbons in tail 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Northern parts of Indian Ocean. 
Breeds on islands off the Somali coast, and in the Straits of Bab-d- Mandeb 
and the Persian Gulf. Ranges widely over the ocean in the off season. 
Recorded at sea off the Makran coast (February), between Karachi 

and Gulf of Kutdi (March), Bombay (February, May and July 

Navarro, Rauf AH, JBNHS 59: 649; 63: 437); also from the Laccadive 
XslMds. A specimen secured on 3 February 1956 west of southern Ceylon 
(7‘’52' N., 77‘’26' E.) is apparently the first authentic record in Ceylon waters, 
and also the southernmost in our area (Phillips 1958, SZ 28: 184) Recorded* 
again in July 1972 (A. E. Buller, CBCN). 

general habits. Flight tem-like but stronger and more direct svith 
steady powerful flapping of the long, pointed wings, each flap perceptibly 
rising and lowering the bird in the air. RcsembHng the flight of a pigeon 
and punctuated with bouts of gliding. Usually unafraid, flying inquisitively 
quite close around ships far out at sea. The birds hover over a promiring 
spot as if to take aim, and plunge headlong from a height of 30 or 40 metres 
on their prey, like the sea terns and boobia. 

FOOD. Mainly fish and squids. Flying fish have often been taken from 
crops of specimens. 

VOICE and calls. Loud, monosyllabic, rather finch-Hke (Phillips); 

* incessant screams while circHng around ship * (E. H. Aitkcn). * 

BREEDiNO. Season. March/April recorded in the Persian Gulf. A single 
egg laid under shelter of a ledge of rock or in a crevice. Often nests gregari- 
ously. Incubation period c. 28 days. 

For breeding biology of the species see Stonchousc 1962: 124-61. 

Museum Diacnosu. For detaib of plumage etc. see Baker, loc. ciC. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BiU . Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) (including streamers) 

281-301 55-60 25-28 2 1 5-30 1 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS, Iris dark brown. Bill orange-red to dusky red, the 
tip, edge of commissure and nareal groove blackish. Legs and feet yellow or yellowish 
^*te, the anterior toes and webs between them black (Baker). 
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1 8, Redtailed Tropic-bird. Phaethon rubneauda rubficauda Boddaert 
Phaethon ruhricauda Boddaert, 1783, Table PI. enlum.: 57 (Mauritius) 

Baker, FBI No. 2189, Vol. 6: 292 
Plate 5, fig- 1 

SIZE. Blackhcaded Gull ± or large tern; length c. 36 cm. (14 in.) + 
with streamers e. 48 cm. (19 in.), ^ . 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Pclagic. A tctTi-liltc sca bird* predomiiiMtly wry 
white, with black streak through eye, black shafts to wing and tail 
and two long, somewhat stiff narrow bright red streamers in wcdge*!fwp« 
tail which project spike-Hke rather than trail ribbon-like in flight Sacs 
alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Brccds OH Mauiitius, Assumption, 
and the Aldabra group of islands. Ranges widely in the tropical 
Indian Ocean.' Vagrants reported from the Bay of Bengal 
but not collected and determined radally. May belong to the Chni 
Island and Cocos-Kccling breeding population tnej/m/tf, Mathews. 

GENERAL HABITS. Like Other tropic-birds, usually met far out a 
singly or in pairs — not gregariously. Docs not foUo^v riiips fry 
often circles rotmd close above them inquisitively and unafraid, ^ 
moves on. Flight more buoyant than of the Short-tailed species. Forfredmg 
ecology sec Ashmole & Ashmole, 1967, Peabody Mus. Bull. 24: 19 

Museum Duckosq. For details of plumages etc. sec Baker, loc. cit.J 
and Ircdale 1921: 80. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus 

(from feathers) 

(3^ 9 330-339 66-69 30-33 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. * ItTS dark brown; eyelids black. Bill bright 
paler or sUghtly brownish at the base, with a small black bar on the 
nostril. Legs and proximal one-third of the toes pale mauve or bluish 
the dbtal two-thir^ of the web black * (Gibson-Hill 1950). 

19. White Tropic-bird. Phaethon Upturus Upturus Daudin 

Phaethon Upturus Daudin, 1602, BufTon Hist. Nat., cd. Didot., Ciuadr-i 14.313 

• (Mauritius) 

Baker, FBI No. 2190, Vol. 6: 293 
Plate 5, fig. 4 

OTHER NAME. YcllowbiUcd Tfopic-bird. i5 in.) 

SIZE. Blaekheaded Gull ± or large tern; Icngr^ 38 cm. (f. 

-f tail with streamers c. 45 cm. (18 in.). ^ 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Pclagic. A whitc tcm-likc sea bird with 
yellow bill and upri^t crescentic black spot in front of 
behind as a black streak through it to nape. In flight, a broad bU 
from shoulder to shoulder across upper surface of wings conspicuo^ 
niptcd in the middle by the white back. Black wing tips. 
white streamers (central tail-feathers) broader and more plian 
like) than in (he red-tailed species. At close range adult disunguu" 
from adult indicus by unbarred back. Sexes alike. 


Tafl 

(incliidingitra”'”) 
260A2B pia. 
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^ rTATUS, PCTR IBU TIOK and HABITAT. The typical race breeds in die 
Maicarene, Seychdles, Maldives Andaman, and , Cocos-Kceling islands. 
Sight records for seas off Ceylon; 4 specimens tahen on the island's west 
coast in Colombo Mnscum (Phillips 1953, Checklist; 3). Ranges over the 
tropcal Atlantic, Padfic, and Indian oceans in several races. 

ozKEaAi. HABm, Like other tropic-birds usually met ^vith singly on 
the high seas. Has the same pigeon-Hke flight. Only s^om settles on ^vater. 
For an cccellent account of its biology sec Murphy 1936; 802-7. 

BB££DiNO. Seasmif in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf islands (?} May, 
June, and July (Baker) ; in the Maidive Islands apparently the cool months 
November to January (adult, nestling, and ^gs coHected on Mahlosmadulu 
Atoll in November, and full-fledged juveniles on Tuladu Island in January 
— PhilHps & Sims 1958, JBNHS 55 (2): 202). 

For breeding biology see Stonehouse 1962; 124-61. 

Museum DzAonosB. For descripflon of plumages etc. see Murphy 1936; 802-3. 

KeASUKEsg^m - 

Wing * Bin Tarsus Ta3 

(from feathers) 

(J 19 252-282 44-51 21-23 Central feathers 

up to 575, generally 
c. 450 ram. 

(Baier) 

coLOuas or babz paris. ' d* 9 Ins dark brown; eyelids blac ks BiQ yellowish 
grey, almost grey at the base widi a dark grey line through Ihe nostriL Legs and feet 
jet black, except for die inner toe and a small patch in the inner web whidi arc a 
very light blue-grey, almost whit 5 * (Gibson-HIU 1930). 

Family Pelbcakidae; Pelicans 

SOCAL rtAMZS (for all species) : HawasU (Hindi) ; B e l lua, Bince or Bkertec (Bihar) ; 
GcgsrAcr^ Gcrapolo or G^JtjUo (Bcagal)^ Odr J i c babt (Tdugu); DahaUf 
DfmVt BKda (Asmm) ; Uphor^ (Manipur) ; Pu boTtasa^ Peshara (Sinhala) ; KiilSktda 
(Tamil, CeylcQ);Pm (Smd;Kutch); /Totam^enesm (Malayalam). 

X.arge greg a rious dumsy-lookii^ birds with short stout legs and large fully webbed 
feet. Tarsus compressed,- reticulate in front. long, hearj*, the upper mandible 
^• tt**^^**^ and hooked at tip, the lower conasting of two narrow ficrible arches, 
xrftd rr h v ng throu^out its length by a capacious gular pouch of loose naked sTrin . 
Ncatrili obsolete, concealed in gro o ^ ’ es running the whole length along cither side 
of culmcn. Wings large and broad, 2nd primary (as,) longest. Tml short, square, soft. 
The extensible pouch s erv es as a dip- or landing net for scooping up fish, and when 
nesting on the ground or in trees in the hot sun as a cooling device for dissipating 
xnoiiture a nd pro m ot i ng e v a p oration by con sta nt pulsation. The skeleton of hollow 
bones is particularly light w eig hing leas than a tilogram to the total body waght of 
about 12 kilograms. Thus in spite of some little effort in the initial take-off from 
the surface, particularly in a followtng wind, the Wrds can fly strongly and for long 
to from thrir fishing gmw ds , and when migrating. They fly wth the 
bent back in a fiat S, head drawn in between the shoulders, the large broad 
wings beating the aar powcrfiiHy and steadily with a whistling sound- The fiat- 
keded imdcr^e of the body is beautifully streamlined for buoyant flight and is 
reminiscent of the float of a fl>'ing boat. When alightirig on the water the birds 
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birds fr^umtUisefirahwatarUte and jhrfs, and braddshla^^ 

connso almort TOdush-dy of fish, some of considerable size being A 

tingle bird is odmated to consume as much as 2 tg. per day. IVhHe the greater 
part of the fid perlaps consist of ipeda of small econ o m ic ssurth, which are alwayt 
m the majority, pdicans occasionany do some d a ma ge to commercial fisheria also. 
The method of fishing is by cooperative efibrt, a flotilla of Kids swimming in a’ 

semicircle, or finrn bank to bank across an arm of a laie, vigoromiysplashingon the 
^ter with der large wings to drive a school of fish into the shallows. They do not 

dive for their prey like cormorants, but merely lafl or rush into the ihoal vdth bilb 
and lower mandible trailing in the water, or head completely submerged, 

the enormom skin hag acting as a landing net for the quarry which h swallowed by 

anupward jerk of the bilL Only the American Brown Pdican normally plunges 
fiom the air on fish like the sea terns or gaimets, IVhen satiated the birds waddle 
on to the shore to rest and preen and digest, before resuming the hunt. 

The oa obtained to pelicans’ fat is Hghly valued in Indian „ ta 

embrocation for rheumatism and ailments. 

nsTRmmoM.^ 'Temperate and tropical America, Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia. 
Some -species migratory, 

votes Syringeal muscles rtsponsih’e for true voiee-prodnetion, lacking. Adults 
usually silent; rarely uttering throaty grunts or croaks likened to the grunt of a 
bufialo. Young have a variety of groans, yelps and chattering. 

Genus Pelzcands linnaeus 

P/isscss Linnaeus, 1758, Sjat. Nat, ed. 10, 1 : 132. Type, by subsequent design. ttor,, 
PAkctsu tsi s et p isj pf Linnaeus 
Characters as of the Family. 


Key to the Todian forms 

Page 

A White with black primaries, bill and pouch >-cIlow to orange 1 

B General coloration grey, no black in wings, bill flesh with blue spots, 

pouch dull purple (adult) 29 

C Pale brown above, white below P. (juvenal) 29 

D Brown to dingy white, irregularly speckled with brown .....2 

1 Fcathen of forehead end in a point .P. onocrtldha (adult) 27 

Feathers of forehead end in a transverse concave 

- - fTU)&aj (adult) SO 

2 Feathers of forehead end in a point * 

momiclus (juvenal) 27 

Fcathen of fonhead end in a transverse coacare line. 

p. ctispra (juvenal) 30 
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20. Wirita or Rosy PcHcaxu PtUetBots mocniahu linnaeus 

Pdkensj cKoattdas linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 132. (Africa, Asia) 
Baker, FBI No. 2176, Vol. 6:270 
Plate 3, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Scc under Family. 

nzE, Vulture ±; length e, 183. cm. (72 in.), 

FIELD CHAEACTEES. 

'Adult. Plumage mostly wWte, tinged with rose colour, with a tuft 
of yellowish feathers on the breast; primaries and some of the secondaries 
black; slight crest on the back of bead ; feathers of the for^ead ending 
in a point above the bilL Sexes alike; female smaller. 



Feathers of forehead of (A) P. tracnlsha and fB) 

P. philippatks X e. Vi* 

(unmature). Pale buffsh brown above, somewhat mottled; 
primaries brown; underparts white witii no rosy tinge * (Alexander 1955: 

STATUS, DtsnuBunoN and habitat. Rerident, at least in part; first 
disco\-cred breeding in the Great Rann of Kutch in 1960 (Salim AU 1960, 
JBNHS 57: 414). Mainly winter visitor to W, Pakistan (Baluchxstan,^iDd} 
and N. India from the Punjab to Assam (UJ*., Rajasthan, Kutch, Saurashtra 
N. Gujarat). Andhra (Visakhapatnam) ?, and 'Madras’ (?). Often vast 
congregations on large jhecls and lagoons. 

ExtraliTmtcl. Breeding from Hungary to tive lakes of central Aria, south 
to Iraq and the Persian Gulf (Bubiyan Island off Fao). Wintering in N. 
Africa, Asia and throu^ Burma, Miayria to E. China. 

BREEDKC. Season. February to April in the Great Rann of Kutch W'here 
several hundred pairs were first found in 1960 among old worn- 

down flamingo nests on the periphery of the occupied ' C5ty J^est^ a 
sldmpy to fairly substantial bed of large white feathers (the birds* own, and 
fl a min gos*) close together, about one nest per square metre. On 21 March 
most nests contained two eggs or young cadi (some 3 or 4), from naked 
newly hatched c hicks to hefty squabs in down, a fortnight or more old. 

ivory white with a smooth gloss, not fhft1Vy -t e« t u red likf^ flamingo 
eggs, about the same size but slightly broader. Average of 25 Kutch eggs 
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95-56 x61-65mm.;ofl4fromPcrrianGulf,/ifrBaker,88-3 X 57-Smm. 
Chicks when ne^vIy hatched, naked glossy-skinned, dark flesh-coloured, 
changing to blackish in 3 or 4 (?) da>-s. Turn blacker when feather papillae 
appear and the down and quills sprout- BiU, bill-pouch, and l^s funereal 
black. Down of the larger squabs dull sooty black in striking connast with 
the snowy white of the tree-nesting P. phUippensis (q.v.). The larger squabs 
arc enormously fat and ugly; when approached they herd logetHcr and 
vmddle off with an imgainly, unsteady gait On fright the Kutch chicks- 
disgor^ an astonishing quantity of fish (mainly CjprirMdon dispar) some 
fully 25 cm. long and weighing 500 to 600 gm, each. 



Breeding range 


Museum Diackosu. See Hartert 1912-22, 2: 

1402. 


hzasurzmzhu 

Wing 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tan 



(firom feathen) 



d'e’ 

700-730 

430-450 ■) 

c. 130-140 

190-210 mm. 

9 V 

640-680 

390-400 J 




COLOURS Of BAstz PARTS. Iris red to crimsoa- Bill plumbeous blue, mottled with 
whitish along the c e ntre , with the nail and edgo of both mandibles red; lovrcr 
m andible blue oa the basal, -jidlow oa the terminal ^^Tf. Pouch, free and orbital 
iHn j-ellow, brighter in the breeding season. Legs and feet fleshy pink; webs yeflovr 
(Baker). 

[Details of a freshly killed specimen, Bharatpur, 2. 1 . 1952. 

Ad. ^ IVing 745; bill (from stuH) 435; tama 152; tail 163C?) rnm. 

Weight 1 1 kg. Iris yellow. Facial slda pale mageata-Hesh (;ank).B31:a^umbeoQS- 
Uue stripe along ridge of culmcn, c. 2-5 cm. (I in.) wide at forehead, narrowing 
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to 1 *25 cm. (i in.) near tip. Similar tapering lateral bands on cither side of culmeo 
sad lower mandible for e. 25 cm. (10 in.) from gape; tip of bill (nail) pale eberry-red 
p ilin g to a yellowish horn poinL Pouch lemon-yellow. Legs and feet pale creamy 
grey. Pouch held c. 4 leg. of fish, some 25 cm. long.^ 


21. Sjpottedbilled or Grey Pelicaa. ^eUcorm phtlipperms philippnms 
Omdln 

PtUcejoU pfdlippetisis Gmelia, 1789, Si*st. Nat. 1(2);57I (Philippina = 
Manila, tide Stresemann 1952, Ibis 514} 

PeUceatas Toseus GmcKn, 1789, SysU Nat. 1(2): 570, (Manila, P.I,} 

Baicr, FBI No. 2179, VoL 6: 274 
plate 3, fig. 1 ' 

LOCAL MAKES. Scc undcT Family. 

SIZE. Vulture + ; slightly smaller than White Pelican. Length c. 152 cm. 
(60 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Without black in wings. 

Adult. Head, neck, and upperparts grey; underparts greyish white, 
the under tail-coverts mottled with brown; under ^\4ng-coverts and under 
tail-coverts tinged ^vith \inaccous in summer; lower back, rump, and 
flanks tinged vinaceous in winter; a crest on the back of the head, composed 
of elongated bro^vn feathers tipped >vitii wlute; biD flesh-coloured with blue 
spots on the upper mandible; pouch dull purple vdth bluish black markings; 
feet dark bro\vn. Sexes alike. 

* The grey colouring which includes wings and tail, at once distinguishes 
this species * (Alexander 1955: 176). . 

Young (immature), pale brown, above, white below, 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoM and HABITAT. Resident and locally migratory, in 
well watered tracts in both Pakistans, all India, and Ceylon. Bree^ in 
Ceylon, Madras (’IirunclvcU and Chinglcput districts), Andhra (West 
Godavari district), Assam (Kaziranga WilcUife Sanctuary) and doubtless 
elsewhere in'suitable localities. Nicobar Is. (accidental- AbduJali, JBxVHS 
61: 500). 

GEKERAi. HABITS, ctc. Scc imdcr Family, 

BREEDiMO. Gregarious, often in traditional sites in mixed colonies with 
egrets, connects, etc. Season^ in Ceylon December to March/April, at 
Amdu-Sarcpallc, a few miles from KoUeru Lake in Andhra the largest 
pelicanry Imo^m in India — chiefly October to March. A'Icxt, a massive 
structure 60-75 cm. across, roughly circular, 30 cm. or more thick, on 
branches of Pitheeghhiumt mango, and other large trees, or on palmyra 
{Botossus) and coconut {Cocos) palms. On a thick foundation of twigs arc 
bedded large quantities of rice straw from nearby newly harvested fields 
making the finished nest appear as though entirely made of that material. 
Sodden deca)dng water weeds and reed stems also used along with or 
instead of straw. Nests on palms built at base of the more or less horizontal 
stems of lowest leaves, the nests touching one another in a continuous untidy 
ring platform. Pilfering of material from neighbouring nests common. Nests 
constantly added to most of the time. Eggs^ 3 or 4, chalky white becoming 


stained and dirty in course of incubation; Jong to. moderate ovak a. 
equal at both ends. Average size of 50 eggs. 78-8 x 53*4nim. 
sexes incubate and also feed the young. In contrast with the White 
the chicks when a few days old are covered with snow^wMu down. 
deal of noise prevails in a colony With groaning and yelping by the h 
chicks and throaty grunts and bill-clapping by the adults. CMcb 
thrusting complete head into capacious bill-pouch of parent, flappmrtliS 
wings ecstatically. Incubation period c. 30 days (Lamba 19^ p 
1:110-19). Period from laying of egg to flying of young about ©qX 
(For an excellent account of the Ar^u-Sarcpalle pelicamy in Andhra 
K. K. Neclakantan 1949, JBNHS 48 (4) : 658-66, and for photoi E. P 
1960, ibid. 57: 245-51.) ^ ^ 

Museuk Dzagkoss. See Baker, loc. dt ; Robinson and Chasen 1936: 239 
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COLOURS OP bare parts. Iris white to pale yellow, douded with brows. £3 
pinkish flesh or yellowish flesh with a row of bluish black spots on each sidecev 
the edge; the nail and tenninal half of both mandibles orange, the loH'cr msadibk 
with bluish blotches near the centre. Pouch dull purple blotched with bluish 
Naked (facial) skin orange-yellow, livid in front of the eye. hcs% and feet very did 
brown or blackish (Baker), 

Weight 1 o ? imm. 5 kg.(®^NHS) , 

22. Dalmatian Pelican. PeUcanus phitippmsis crispus Bruch 

Ptltcoms aup^ Bruch, 1832, Isis, Col. 1109 (Dalmatia) 

^ ' Baker, FBI No. 2178, Vol. 6: 273 
Plate 3, fig. 3 

LOCAL MAKES. Scc undcf Family. 

SIZE. Vulture -h ; same as Wiite Pelican. Length c. 183 cm. (72 in.). 

FIELD characters. 

Adult. Very similar to White Pelican, also mainly white with bM 
primaries, and difficult to distinguish from it in the Stance. Colour ofitg* 
and feet dark grey instead of pink ; and forehead feathers ending in a eoncsi 
CTtscenlicline instead ofa pointed wedge, best diagnostic dues. In flight duii)'. 
white undersurface of wings distinguishes it from Wlute Pelican. Sacs aliit 

Young (immature) brownish grey above; white below. Pouch grejish. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Brccds ui SE. Europe, Asa Minor, 
Iran, N. China, SE. Mongolia. Winter visitor to N. Africa and our area: 
recorded in Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab, Kutch, Rajasthan (?), Svifubtes, 
N. Gujarat, Oudh, Bihar, OrisM (?), Bengal, Assam. Not in the Deccan, 
S. India or Ceylon. FJocks on large rivers, jhccls, and coastal lagoons. 

general HABm, etc. Sec under Family. 

Museuu DiAONOsa. For plumages see Naumaan 1905, 11 : 24. 
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Wing 

720-800 

BiU 

(frotn leathers) 
•400-450 \ 

Tarsus 

Tail 

99 

680-720 

360-380/ 

116-122 

220-230 nun. 

(Baker) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris white or ydlowsh white. BUI plumbeaua grey, 
the nan and edges of both mandibles yellow over the apical half Cheeks, orbital 
i3dn, and pouch, pale yellowish or creamy flesh'colour, the last deepening into 
orange-red in the breeding season. Legs and feet pale bluish grey or plumbeous. 

uzscelianeous. In Sind the Mohanas or inland fishermen use captive 
tethered pelicans as decoys. They also use the skin stretched over a frame 
as a helmet for stealthily approaching ducks and coots in water with bodies 
submerged, and capturing them by pulling them under by thrir legs one by 
one. 


Family Sulxdae: Boobies 

Sea birds of the size of large ducks, e.g. Brahrmny, to larger than geese. 
Body stout, neck of moderate length, wings long and pointed, taU rather long and 
wedge-shaped. BUI stout, conical, pointed, and slightly downcurved at tip, but not 
booked. Nostrils obsolete. Legs short and stout, feet large and fully webbed. 
Plumage typically white in adults with the primaries or entire wing black; also the 
tail in some tpedes. BUI, ami bare facial and gular sHn, brightly coloured. Sexes 
aHke or nearly so. 

The majority of species live in the tropical teas. Boobies can be readily identified 
in the distance by their characteristic habit, shared with tropic-birds and sea terns, 
^ plunging headlong into the water from a height of 8 to 17 metrm in the air far 
fish. The large size and absence of streamers in the tail distinguishes them from 
both the others. That they are capable of very deep dives in putruit offish is shown 
by the fact that a booby was found entangled in a fishing net set 27 metres below 
the surface. They breed on oceanic islands, on the ground or in stick neats in trees. 

For further details see Murphy 1936:827-9; Witherby 1940, 4: 14; Palmer 1962, 
1:280. 


Genus Sula Brisson 


6kZa Briiion, 1760,0m. 1:60; 6:494. Type, by tautonymy,6't<5sBrusoa«> Prfrefixax 
ptscatfT Linnaeus 

Characten as of the Family. ' 


Key to tba Indian ferasa 


'A Plumage white above and belpw, primaries black 1 

B Lower breast and brily lighter than rest of plumage. .2 


C Plumage uniformly duU brown abos’C, paler below, with faint dark 

baml across chest S. juh ru5n^ (Juvenal) 

D Head, neck, wings, and foreparts dark; brily and taU white. ......... 

nda tuMpfs (brown phase) 

I Trailing edge of wing broadly edged with black, taU black 

datfsiatra mdenops (adult) 
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Trailing edge of wong narrowly edged with black, tail white ••••»*»* 

- ,.y, ja/fl 

2 Vuwer breast, belly, and under tail-eovertj pure white! head, nc^ 
and rest of upperparts deep brownish bladt; under sving-eoverta w* 

broad white stripe Urnguta phtf (adidl) 

Lower breast, beliy, and under tail-coverts whitish routed vnt# 
brown; head, neci; and rest of upperparts dull chocoUte to iiiscoosj 

under wing-coverts vntb or without p^e stripe 

a Under wing-coverts with pale *.****"« 

sg, leueogasicr plohis (juvensi) 

Under wing-covcrts without pale stripe. 
3. daetylatra mtonops (juvenai; 

23. Masked Boolsy. Sula dmljlatra mlmops HeugUn 
Sola mlawpi Heugiin, 1859, Isis, 351, pi. 10, f. 2 and 3 
(Burtbi-Rebsehi, Somali Coast) 

Baber, FBI No. 2187, Vol. 6! 288 (/wjwwla ?) 

Plate 5, fig. 5 

OTHER NAMES. Blucfaccd Booby; White Booby, ^ 

SKE. Barheaded Goose +; length c, 80 cm. (32 in.). 

FiEUi cttARAGTERE. Thc largest of thc boobies. 


Tv 
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54 
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Young (immature). * Head and neck dark brown ; upperparts greyish 

brown ’ (Alexander 1955: 182). c- c- j 

tTATCS, DUTBiEtrnos and HABrrAT. Common out at sea off the Smd 
and Makran coasts, at Ormara Head and dsesrhere (Ticehurst, 1923, iHi: 
460). OccanonaHy blown in on the western seaboard during the monsoon 
gales. Obtained thus at Katadu, Bombay, Cannanore, and Ceylon (Kalu- 
tara and Putalam, on west coast). Once as &r inland as Nask, 112!an.KE. 
of Bombay (Salim AE 1958, JBNHS 55: 358). The Ceylon spedmens have 
been recorded as of the Australasan race psrscrMla; but. the races are not 
readily distinguished, especially in brown juvenile plumage, and geo- 
graphicaHy they are more likely to belong to this, the S\V. Indmn Ocean 
populadon. Sight record fiom the Maldh-e Islands (Philhps & Suns, 1958). 
Breeds on Socotra, Mail, and other islands off the Somali Coas^ on Rodri- 
guez and Fartjuhar islands near Mauritius, and on Seychelles, etc. Perhaps 
al» in the Kuiia Muria group off the Oman coast (Arabi^ Sea). 

ciKEEAi. SABm. The plunging habit needs clear water in vduch prey 
can be spotted at some depth, thereforc the birds usu^y avoid the muddy 
littoral. During the plunge the conspicuous dark tail is fanned out as a 
rudder. For breeding biology of the ^jedes see Dorward 1962: 174-200. 

TOOn. Chiefly squids and flying fish. 

Mtszru DiACSosa. See Murphy 1936: 846-7. 

jttjoujtzjttjm. {pertsTisSd) 

^Ymg Bm Tancs Tt3 

41&^52, 103-114 - «. 54-58 <^183-200 mm. 

nearly aJvray* (Baker) 

Cf7cr430 

cot-ouits or BARS PAKT*. Irfs ydlow; for rot *ee Field daracten (•hart). 


24. Redfooted Booty- Stda svla ruhripes Gould 
SvU niripa Gould, 1838, S>tL Bdj. Auitr., app. pt 4: 7 
(Nevf South ^VaIt3, Rainc Island, nerthem Queensland) 
Bater, FBI No. 2185, VoL 6: 286 
Plate 5, 6g. 5 


crTHER NA3iE. Rcdlcggcd .Gannct, 
kttt^ Jjirge gull; length c. 41 cm. (26 in.). 


told CHARACnXBS. . - , ^ 

‘Adult. Plumage mainly white, tinged wthbun; pnmana 
brown; taU pale greyish brossn; und» v,ing.coverts mostly gr^i ™ “S”* 
blue with bimro tip and red base; naked skin efface blue, of throat black; 

^"sY^ng (immature). Pluin^ generally dull brown._ In intermediate 
nlumage, in which the bird often breeds, the head ana u^erp^ are 
fighter bross-n than the back and wings, whilrt &e rump, t^ ^d up^ 
afd under tail-eoverts are svhite.’ (Alexander igj5: 18^2.) hfany other 
nuzzling colour phases besides, not entirely explainable by ^ 

^ Adulf disting^hable fiom adult Masked Booby by small aze, whinsh 
tail emtra chocolate-brown, and red feet centra slaty. _ 

STATUS. DisnuBUTioN- and HABrrAT. Breeds on many tropical i^ds m 
the Indian Ocean, e.g. Christmas Island, and in the western and omtral 
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Pacific. Ranges widely over the warm seas in these areas. Hume identified 
a flock on the Laccadive Islands (Baker 1929, 6: 287). A specimen (storm- 
blown?) taken in Ceylon in July (1936) in the neighbourhood of Colombo. 
According to Jerdon, 1864, occasionally seen in the Bay of Bengal, where 
BI>-th later described it as ‘common’. Kowm-cr in the British Museum 
there is only a single spedmen actually collected in the Bay of Bengal 
GXKEKAt. HABITS. The flight rcsemblcs that of a large shearwater. The 
birds hunt in groups of five to fifteen Strung out in angle file, fi>ing with 
strong regular wing strokes low over the surface, plunging ffom the air and 
chasing the quarry under water. Most fishing done in the ervening or emly 
hours of the night. Sometimes gatherings of three or four hundred birds 
over a large shoal offish. Unlike other boobies, nests cKefly in bushes and 

Mainly squids (cephalopods), and fish. For more details of biono- 
mics see Murphy 1936: 861—70; Gibron-Hill 1947: 115—19. 

Mcstun Diacsoos. See Marpby 1936: 861-2. 

KzAsrsMssm 

‘ Wing BxH Tamn Tail 

(fxmn leathers) 

t^Q 403-421 -90-97, occe 88 c. 40-43 219-228 mm. 

° ^ ' (Baler) 

cx)U>uRS or BARE PARTS. Iiis dark brown; rest as under Held Characters. 
Further details In Gibson-H31, 1947: 116. 


25. Brown Booby. Sola (azeogaster plotas (Forster) 

PHttasis plsta Forster, 1844, Descr. Anim., ed. licht: 278 (near New Caledonia) 
Baker, FBI No. 2184, Vol. 6: 285 

Plate 5, bg. 6 '' 

other kames. Bro\s'ii Gannet; Co mm on Booby. 

SIZE. Large gull; length c. 76 cm. (30 iiL)._ 
told CHARACTERS. Thc commoncst booby in most tropical seas. 
Adult. -Ahste, dark chocolatc:-bro%sTi; primaries blackish. Belczcj neck 
and upper breast chocolate-bro\\-n; rest while including undersurface of 
black-margined wings. Sexes alike; male sommshat smaller. 



Young (immature) largely dusks- bross-n; diffin.lt to dUtingi.ish from 
other spedes in immature plumage. 

STATUS, DUTXjBunOH and HABrTAT. Breeds on islands in the Indian and 
Pacific oceans. e.g. Christmas and North Keeling. Occurs uncommonly 
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- H.V r>r HenzaL Recorded in the Arabian Sea off the Oman coast, 
19°4n^59’38'E.Sd 23°29'N., 64’44'E. in December (A. O. Grr», 1^, 
z z i— Mneerirj Nov.-Dcc.). .A spcdmen has been taken on the Malabar 

Coart - Roirf-l .c-OTl Ijmss &om dje wot coart orCeclon OumsihcNE. 

For an extent account of its hioaorma see Gibsou-Hill 1947 . 

race Iceceiasirr from wHdi /.frto diff=n mly m details. Also Gihson-Hin 1947, 19 

Wing Bffl Tarsus Tail 

(&om feathers) 

392-398 96-101 41-45 198-210 mm. 

102-107 44-45-5 204-227 mm. 

coiouas or ^Iris (bo* teeca) s«y: eydids ddl blue. 

_ , ^ 9 slightly paler with tip almost white. Faoal, ram^ ^d gu^ 

trrolT 9 fight gteenish j-efiow often with a sfightly daAer pal* 
Sl^for^d?^ol^*ee^lS^rL.:<f paleat^ V pde^tfiowssh 
greos (Gihson-Hill 1930: 235). 

Family PhauacrocobacidaB : Cormorants and Darter 
Creraiioas fsh-eating, coloaiaLnesting water birds. AH our Indian ipraa are 
eh^^S by black plumage, whence coOcetsvdy known in Hindi as fenJere^ee 

slender and pointed; 

cortnoraats, ttHettoJike in the darter or snake-bird. Nostril obsolete. A P^ 
in connoiants, naked anteriorly. Neok and body long, rather ^dle^ped; trap 
of moderate length. Tail long and stiff Legs short; fet ^ 

fom toes united in a web for swimming; claws mu* cuived. Sexes afike. Stance of 
bitd when pemhed on tree or rock more or lea tipn^e 
Plumage’l^ense or resistant to water than in ducks and mam »*= swiml^g 
and ^g brnK Ceeoma permmted by prolonged immersion and requires constant 

-'^^^'"morphological details in Stresemann 1927-34, Ava: 864, 875; Van 

Tvue&Bereer 1959:401; Wtherhy 1940. 4: 1-2. _ 

Wthinour area found mainly on inland waters —jheels, rivers, uagatmo 
re^S^^^-ely also on braeki* Ugrons and udal cree^ 

Unlike grebes, a,nnming under water with use of wings, 

the surS in p-atsuit of fish- The flight of cormorants, with neck s«<=hd ontu 
frrat, is powe^. reitained, and rather goose-like in proffe a 
^ rise with some diEcoIty, flapping heavily along 
rirbotne. l\Ten alighting on the water, the long sriff tail a first to break the suriare 
»ad helps to dseck csomentiua. 
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BRZZDixc. In cuxsd colsniss or heronries with storks, egrets, hero ns , ibises, etc. 
Abb, skimpy to iairiy substantial slid: platforms lined with water weeds in trees, 
rarely on rods. Eggs, 2 to 6, pale Hue or pale gre en ov erl aid b>* a chalky layer. 
IccubatioQ by both sexes. Yo un g rridicolous, naked at hatching, down-covered 
later; e xtrao rdinarily u^y throogbouL Fed by both sexes by reg ur gitation, the 
msertiog its head into the parent's gnllet, wrestling vigorously with its wings 
Sapping, and not letting go till the parent breab oS* with an effort. Nestlings 
esdtsdiy by shaHng and rwaying their upraised scrawny necks &om side to side 
and ridding the parent's bill to induce d i r gorgem eat. 

Adults commute long distances to forage for the voradoiu iosariable young, 
flying out and bad: all to get h er in goese-Eke V-ehaped echelons or wavy diagonal 
Imes — 4 common pgh t at he ro nrie s in the moni i ng s and e^Tnings. 

Cormorants are notorious for their prodigioas appetites, and thdr depradarioss 
on local fish popularioxs can be potentially de vas tating. Nevertheless, the wholesale 
iodacriminatg persecution of the la rd s on this account, without a proper sdentific 
inquiry, is unjustified. ImTstigations on the food and feeding habits of these and 
other pbcivorous birds dsewhere have shown that the majority of fishes taken are 
of low economic worth, or which the msdv es often constitute a far greater menace 
to the spawn and fiy of valuable food fishes than the birds. 

Bey to tlw Ltdlan forma 

Page 

A Large («, 80 cm.s»32 in.); glossy black above and bdow, flanks 

white 1 . Phslsavcsrex esrho ri-erruis (breeding) 37 


B hlostly smaller ; glcasy above and below, flanks not white. ... 1 

C Plumage darker above than bdow 2 

D Phimage lighter above than below 3 


1 *111X0X1 speckled, head and neck black, >'cI]o%v gular skin, head not 

crested (c. 57-63 cm.— 23-25 in.) 

P. fs^zicoUis (winter) S3 

Throat blade, patdics of white feathers or plumes on head, with or 

without j'dlow gular head noticeably crested.. ....a 

Throat white, no markiags on sides of head, with or without yeflow 

gular ................................................ b 

a Pure white tufts of feathers on each ride of neck behind ear-coverts, 
yellow gular sVin (c, *57-63 cm. —23-25 in.) .................. 

P. JiacksUis (breeding) 39 

Scattered silky vdrite plumes on forecrown and rides of bead, no 

^•cllow gular sHn (c. 51 cm.= 20 in.) 

P. isgrr (breeding) 41 

b Ydlow gular sVin (c. 80 cm.=32 in.) 

P. cerje riseutx (winter) 37 

YdHow gular ikia lacking (c. 51 cm. =20 in.) - 

P. jcTfer (wdster) 41 

2 Brown above paler brown or whlrish bdow c 

c DaH brown above, more or less white bdovr, ydlow gular sHn, 

wing over 310 tarn P. cerh swjis (juvesnd) 37 

Scaly brown above, whitish below, fiarih mottled brown and 
white, and throat whiter foreneci brown wirii vriritc streaks. 
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\vme over 250 mm. but under 300 mm • 

® P. fuicicollu (juvcnal) 39 

3 Snake-like neck, straight pointed bill, pale brown head and neck, 

blackUh feathers ofupperparts streaked with silver brown, ^3 

dark brown or blackish Mwsc rvfa mrltmcimfer (adul ) 

Underparts paler 'w'era.^mfrr (juvcnal) 

Genus Phalacrocorax Brisson 

Phde^ocmax Brisson, 1 760, Om. 1 : 60. Type, by tautonymy. PMccnccrax Brisson = 
PtUcanus carho Linnaeus 

General characters as of the Family. BUI moderately long, rather slender and 
compressed; culmen rounded and sharply hooked at end, svith a narrow groove on 
each side, bifurcating at the dertrum or nail, the lower b^ch running dmvn to 
the commissure. A gular pouch, naked anteriorly. Wing 

primary (as.) usually longest. Tail rounded or wedge-shaped, of 12 or 14 very ff 
feathers. Tarsus short and compressed; toes flattened; claws much curved. 

Genus cosmopoUtan; represented within our limits by three species. (Sec Key, 
above.) 

26, Imrge Cormorant. PhalacTocorax carho nnensis (Shaw) 

PcUcanos sinensis Shaw. 1801, Nat. Misc. 13: pi. 529, teat (China) 

Baker. FBI No. 2180. Vol. 6: 277 
Plate 4, fig. 1 

lOCAl, NAsms. Ghogur, Pan-kowwa, Jdl-kowwa (Hindi); U'dJa silli (Sind); Wrier 
(Kashmir); Bmtakai tTclugu); ih Joo-kica in Cachar, Pdni keon— all cormorants 
in Nowgong (Assam); Pdn-kawn, for cormorants and shag (Bengal). 

SIZE. Large duck; length c. 80 cm. (32 in.). , . 

riEED CHARACTERS. A thick-sct duck-likc black water b.rd with a slender 
biU, hooked at tip, and longish stiff tail. Swims low on water mth only the 
longUh neck and a thin sUce of the back shosving. Settles on roclK. sand- 
banks, and trees with an upright carriage. Often seen thus with wings and 
tail spread out to dry. 





Adult (breeding) . Above and below black with metallic bluish or greent^ 
sheen, with a broad white patch on posterior flanks. Head, crest, and neck. 
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more or less mixed with silky white feathers. Facial skin and throat v,-hitf 
gular pouch bright yellow. * 

Large size, white sides of face, yellow gular pouch, and white ov-al tlii4 
patches diagnostic at rest as well as in flight * 

In winter (non-breeding) plumage the hoariness of the head and ned. 
and the white thigh patches disappear; the yellow gular pouch becomes^ 
bright Then differentiated from our other cormorants chiefly on tire. 

Young (1st year) . Dull brown above ; more or less white bclgw, progro- 
sively becoming browner and then blacker everywhere. Fully aduli brctdin? 
plumage apparently att^ed in the fourth year. ^ 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident and locally imgralory 
practically throughout om- area. In Kashmir, Ladakh and Nepal on lain 
at considerable elevations (c.g. Satpur in Baltistan, 1 1,300 ft. (r. 3450 ml 
Meinertzhagen), and on the rivers debouching into the plains, and far up 
their gorges. Right across the Gangctic Plain to eastern Assam, south 
through the Peninsula, and in Ceylon, Ticehurst’s observations at Karachi 
(Ihts 1923: 458) suggest that there may be a regular seasonal influx of 
extralimital migrants in srintcr, augmenting the resident population. 

Frequents large inland waters — Himalayan torrents and aud 
lowland rivers, jheels, irrigation reservoirs, etc. Also tidal lagoons and salt 
pans. 

ExtralimUil. From Holland through central and southern Europe to 
central Asia; Burma, Thailand, Indocliina and Malaysia to China. The 
species, in several geographical races, is found in North America, Europe, 
Asia, northern Africa, and Australia. 

CENERAi, HABITS. Usually met with in ones and twos, or small flocb of 
up to 8 to 10; seldom bigger. But very large congregations collect to breed 
at traditional heronries such as Keoladeo Ghana in Bhafatpur (Rajasthan). 
Hunts fish by diving and undenvater pursuit. From the surface, where the 
bird swims low down on the water, only the neck sho^ving and the body 
almost completely submerged, it takes a little upward leap before plunging 
to dive, often remaining below for many seconds at a time. Sometimes joins 
in the concerted community hunts of its smaller relatives. ^Vhcn satiated, 
has been, observed to dive and catch a catfish about 15 cm. long and pby 
with it as a cat does >vith a mouse. The bird swam ashore avith the fish, 
dropped it struggling on the bank, picked it up again and carried it bad 
into the water, released it and dived after it, caught it again and brought it 
ashore, then leisurely repeated the whole performance several times Wore 
swallowing it. Normally silent in the non-breeding season. See also under 
Family. 

For courtship display and general bionomics sec Witherby 1940, 4: 2-10. 

FOOD. Almost exclusively fish. 

BREEDING. Grcgariously in many localities throughout the countrj', the 
larger heronries becoming traditional and resorted to year afler year. 
Season^ mainly betw-ecn September and February dependent on the mon- 
soons, the filling up of jheels, and the availability of fish supply for the 
young. Record^ as follow’s; Sind (Eastern Narra dist.), November; N. 
India (Bharatpur), Septcmbcr-Decembcr; Madras (Vcdanthangal), 
January-Fcbruary: Assam (Subansiri river), December; Ceylon (Korth- 


OORMORANTS 


39 40 


PELECANIFORMES^ 


central Province), December. J/at. An untidy, comparatively massive 
deepish platform of twigs about 50 cm. in diameter, lined with water w’ceds 
etc. Built colorually, often in mixed heronries check by jowl with its ovn 
species and other water birds, the nests sometimes touching one another. 
Usually, hosvcver, a tendency to segregation into discrete mofuUlas is notice- 
able. Normally in trees standing partially submerged, but an unusual colony 
of hundreds of nests on ledges of rocks flanking the Subansiri river in Assam 
is described by Baker 1935 (4: 425-8). Eggs, 3 to 5, sometimes 6, long ovals, 
more or less equal at both ends, pale blue-green in colour, overlaid with a 
white chalky layer, becoming stained and dirty during incubation. Average 
size of 100 eggs 60*6 X 39*3 (Baker). Incubation period 23-24 days. Both 
sexes partake in incubation and feeding the young. As in all cormorants, the 
hatchling is extraordinarily ugly — naked at first, covered \vith black down 
a few days later. According to Heinroth five weeks in nest; full fledged at 
two months. Nestlings demand food from incoming parent by violently 
worrying and tickling — * attacking * — its yellow throat-patch to the 
accompaniment of a persistent >vhcczy chooee, chooeoy chooee — almost a 
whistle. 

Museum Diaonosu. For details of plumages, moults, etc. of the nominate race 
sec Witherby 1940, 4: 5-7, 10. 

* In breeding plumage our race sinensis diflers from the above (of the northern 
Holarctic Region) by its head and neck being much whiter. In winter plumage the 
two are indistinguishable in thefleld. 

MEASUREMENTS. Dr C. B. Ticchurst gives for birds from India and Muscat: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

cJi? 319-364 57-72 mm. [62-71 140-155 mm, 

. (Baker)] 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Jris gree n ; eyelids dusky yellow. BiU dark boray brown, 
the lower mandible except the tip pinkish- or ycUowish-white. Skin of pouch ' 
black and yellow, patched in varying degree, occasionaUy all yellow. Legs and feet 
black. 

MISCELLANEOUS, Ixjngcvily {P. c. carho), I8-f- years {Ring, 33: 148 1962). 

27. Indian Shag* Phalacrocorax JuscicoUis Stephens . 

PhoJasTOCorax /useieeUis Stephem, 1826, in Shaw*s Gen. Zool. 13 (I): 91 (Bengal) 
Baker, FBI No. 2181, Vol. 6: 279 
Plate 4, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Same as for the preceding, often with a prefix meaning small. 

SIZE. Duck -f; length c. 63 cm. (25 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Smaller than the preceding. Distinguished from 
Little Cormorant (28) by longer, slenderer bill and sloping forehead. 

Adult (breeding). Above, glistening bronze-black. Below, shiny jet 
black. A pure white tuft offcathen on each side of neck behind car-coverts, 
and a few white specks on head. On closer view, in good light scalloped or 
scaly cfTect on back and wings (pro luced by darker edging to the feathers) 
perceptible. In non-breeding plumage distinguished from Large Cormorant 
chiefly on size; from Little Cormorant by bigger size, yellow gular skin, 
and white-speckled throat. Sexes alike. 


Young (immature). Above, scaly bronze-bro^vn, tail and priniana 
blacker. Below, chiefly white, with the flanks mottled brown and 
The three spcdcs arc difficult to distinguish in the field in non-brew^ 
plumage, without size comparison, and sometimes liable to be connaw 
inter se, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, moving locally vnth con- 
ditions of water and fish supply, throughout the subcontinent from Sm 
in W. Pakistan to eastern A^m, south through the. Peninsula, ana m 
Ceylon. Not in the Himalayas except in the foothills where the larger 
de^uch into the plains. May occur in the peninsular and South lu 
hills on the newly constructed 'dammed reservoirs among the Small Conno* 


rants usually present there. ^ • ir m 

Frequents jheels, rivers, irrigation tanks, tidal estuaries, etc, 
company with cither or both the other cormorants. Abundant in Kara 
barl^ur at certain times of the year. 

Extralimital. Burma south to Tenasseiim. 

FOOD. Mainly fish. , , ^ 

GENERAL HABITS, As of thc Family (q.v.). More gregarious than 
Large Cormorant, oftener seen in flocks of large size and in asaxas ^ 
with its smaller relative, thc two species fiEqucntly hunting together, ^ 
communal hunt, or battue, consists of a party of the birds hemmi^ 
shoal of fish, or intercepting it as it gushes from the sluice gate of ^ ir^ 
reservoir, diving feverishly with little upward leaps and 
under water. Great havoc is wrought amongst the quarry as one biro ^ 
another plunges after them mth cnci^, each to 
struggling silvery form held crosswise in thc bUL This is quickly 5^ 
position and swallowed head foremost with 'an upward jerk of 
presently the bird dives once more. The manoeuvre is *’®P^ jif oq 
again tiU the birds arc sated, when they will sit about on a saimban , 
rocks or trees in the characteristic upright posture, ivings and tail sp 
o|)en to dry, preening themselves and waiting for apj^titc to rct^* ^ 
BREEDING. Seoson, Overall July to February; as in the 
in allied water birds generally, depending on early or late mon^n 
and local whtcr conditions. Usually August to October 
November to February in the south and in Ceylon. A'fi/, an unbdy p 
of t^vigs, rather like a crowd’s nest, sometimes scantily lin^ with 
and water weeds. Built in trees cither in small colonics of its ' 

Keoladeo Ghana (Rajasthan) — in enormous mixed heronries or rw 
covering an extensive area of swamp with the partially 

loaded down \viththousandsofne5tsandhundrcdsofthou5andsoM'''3 ^ 

of numerous species — all three cormorants, darters, storks, hero ' 
There arc often 30 to 50 nests of cormorants and other spcacs 
moderate-sized tree, closely packed and tier upon tier, the 
getting befouled and caked with thc rain of excreta from ^ the 

3 to 5 or 6, pale bluish green >rith a chalky surface, smaller rep 1 
Large Cormorant's, Average size of 100 eggs 51*3 X |t’ 

Both sexes incubate. Incubation period not recorded. Chicks 
hatching, soon becoming clothed in sooty black d^wTi. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key (above) and Baker, loc. ciL 
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MXAJOXZlCZnll 

^Vmg Bni Taim Tall 

(&T3m fcathcn) 

^9 257-276 50-61 c. 47-52 132-144 non. 

generally 54-58 ‘ 

Wdglit 5 o’ 9 600-790 g.(av. 706) — BNHB. 

COLOURS OR BARE PARTI. Iris gT c cn OT blue-gTccn. Bin dark brown, base of lowtr 
mandible redd oh homy, gular skin yellow; naked skin of lace black-piirpbsb in the 
breeding season, yeUowrih at other times. Legs and feet black (Baker). 

28. little CormoTftxit« PkelccroctiTax mgn (Viollot) 

ffydnccrax rdger Vjcillot, 1817, N’om*- Diet. Hist. Nat. 8: 88 (East Indics=BcngaI) 
Baker, FBI No. 2182. VoL 6: 280 
Plate 4, fig. 3 

LOCAL KASDES. Pen kcinca, jogr&i (Hindi) ; Pan karri also for shag (Bengal) ; 
^KtikSki (Tclugu); Kdddl kcg&i% /I'eer (Tamil}; D^a kaea (Sinhala); 

iTdkdldraRj (Mala>alam). 

SKE. Jun^e Crow -f-; length c* 51 cm. (20 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Smaller size, comparatively shorter, stouter bill, 
domed forehead, longer tail, and absence of yellow on gular skin distinguish 
it from the Shag. Size difference perceptible only when the two seen 
together. 

Adult (breeding). Black overall with a bluish or greenish sheen. Upper 
back and Tving-coverts dark silvery grey, scalloped with black. A short crest 
on ocaput and nape and a few scattered alky wHte feathers and plumes 
on forccrown and sides of head. In non-breeding plumage crest and white 
feathers in head disappear, and throat becomes vdiitc. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Abovt^ brown, the back with paler scalloping. 

paler, with throat and centre of*abdomen whitc- 
Chick (c. one week old). Head bald shiny livid red, Tvith naked 
scrawny neck- Body covered wth dingy black down, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with local movements 
depending on water conditions. Found through the subcontinent and in 
C^lon. Absent in the Himalayas and northern \Vcst Pakistan. Affects 
jh^s, rivers, irrigation rcser^’oirs and canals, \illagc tanks, tidal estuaries, 
etc. 

ExtTalvrSicL Burma, Thailand, Indochina, Malapia, Indonesia east to 
the Greater Simda Islands. 

GENERAL HABITS. As of thc Family (q.v.) and very similar to the preced- 
ing, with whidi it commonly assoriaies and is frequently confused. Solitary 
birds, or twos and threes on village tanks and tidal estuaries, to great flocks 
on the larger inland waters, and enormous cengregations at thc traditional 
rookeries, e.g. Kcoladco Ghana in Rajasthan and Vcdanthangal in hiadras 
State. When not on water, usually seen perched upright on trees, stakes, 
or rocks, sunning themselves, wings and tail spread open. In the feverish 
jostling during the communal hunts, in which densely packed rabbles 
partidpale, thc birds often leap-frog over ilicir fcllo'vs in their eagerness to 
plunge after a shoal of fish — manocusTcs reminiscent of starlings at a swarm 
of grasshopper nv-mphs. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare vagrant (?) to West Pakistan. 
A single spedmen in the BNHS collection (o? 3. Lx. 1917, Gujar, Mashki, 
165 m. SSW. of Kalat, Baluchistan — J. E. B. Hotson) is the only record 
for our area (JBNHS 62(3): 533). 

ExtraiimilaL SE. Europe, Black and Caspian Seas, Middle East, 
Afghanistan, Russian Turkestan, Algeria, Tunisia. 

GENERAL HABITS. Sinular to Little Cormorant. 

BREEDING. Extralimital, 

Mi.*S£Um Diagnosis. As for Little Cormorant, but feathers of scapulars and upper 
wing-coverts graphite gre^*, fringed or scalloped with black, irin/fT, glistening 
black vdth white throat and rusty brm\-nish breast. Sunmn (breeding), head dark 
rusty brown. 

HEASURZUZNIS 

, Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathen' 

200-207 28-31 r. 36 140-1 17 nun. 

Outer toe with claw c. 53-56 mm. 

(Haricrl) 

COLOURS or BARB PARTS. Iiis dark brown (not grcen\ sometimes almost blue- 
bUck. Legs and feet black. 

Genus Anrxnga Brisson* 

Anhinga Brfrson, 1760, Om. I: 60, 6; 476. Tspe, by tautonymy and inonot>py 
ArJiinga Brissoa =* Plotzs enhinga Linnaeus 

BUI slender, straight, very sharp-pointed with both margins of commissure toothed 
near dp. No lateral groove; nostrils small, basal and linear. Neck very slender 
with a besid or kink at thc 8th and 9th vertebrae. ^Ving pointed: 3rd primary (as.) 
longesL ScEpuUn dongate and lanceolate. Tail long, cuncatc in shape, of 12 stiff 
feathers. 


29. Darter or Snslce-binL ArJiinga rufa mlanogcsla’ Pennant 

ArJtir^a nrfcrwgarffr Pennant, 1769, Indian ZooL: 13, p. 12 (Cc^'lon andjas'a) 
Baker. FBI No, 2183. Vol. 6: 282 
Plate 4. fig. 5 

LOCAL KASIZ3. P£*Krc, Per. (Hindi); Silli (Sindl; G^ar (Bengal); Ferr^stu 
iTcIugu); CKeibri (Southern Gonds); PcT.H//ira (Tamil, Cesdoa); Dire 4<nfa, BeUi 
kacc (Sinhala); Menicri, Btgiegir (Assam). 

SIZE. Duck -f-; length c. 90 cm. (36 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A black walCT bird like the cormorant, with longer, 
slenderer snake-like neck, narrow head, and straight, pointed sdlctlo- 
shaped bill. Tail long, stiff, fan-shaped. 

Adult. Atc7< black, the back and wings longitudinally streaked 
and speckled with silver-grey*; head and neck velvety chocolate-brow-n 

* Treated by losac authen under a separate lamlly, Anhlngidae, by others in a sab£»mny 
of Phalicroceraodae (Anhingiaag), or Tserely a genus as here. 
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FOOD, Mainly fish; to a lesser extent also tadpoles, frogs, andcnistaceans, 

BREEDINO. StaserZj chiefly July to September in ^V. PaKstan and N. 
India; November to February in thc south; December to May in Ceylon. 
Ifesi, an untidy stick platform about 25 cm. in diameter indistingtnshable 
from that of the Shag, as also arc the eggs though somew'hat smaller. 
Average rizc of 100 eggs 44-8 X 29*0 mm. (Baker). Normal dutch 3 to 5. 
The nest is too small to contain the full complement of young when fairly 
grown. When an observer approaches a nest-tree these crowded young s ters, 
as wdl as brooding birds from adjoining nests, tumble plumb down into the 
w^ter beneath, scraping through the thorny branches. The adults dive, or 
flap and patter along thc surface to take off with the usual effort. Thc young 
soon manage to clamber back into the nest-tree uring their pliant feet with 
thc sharp hooked daws, the chin , and the stumpy wings to support and pull 
themsdves up thc branches. *In ad^tion to nesting in enormous mixed 
colorues at sw'amps, sometimes in multitudes dense enough to blacken acres 
of denuded trc«, thc little Cormorant also nests singly and in smaller 
numbers on trees standing high and dry in the midst, or on the outskirts, of 
inhabited villages at considerable distances from water, in the usual com- 
pany of Cattle and White egrets. Baker found an exceptional breeding 
colony in a swampy ri^-bed in Assam. Here the nests wore placed about 
1 *5 metres above the* water on masses of broken-down dephant gtsss, the 
colony being completdy screened from view by thc tall growth. Both sexes 
partake in ncst-buildhig, incubation and care of the young. Incubation 
period not recorded. The marked disparity in growth of dudes of the same 
brood suggests that the eggs are Idd at longer intervab than 24 hours 
and that incubation commences with tiie first egg. Brooding from thc 
first egg must also serve to prot^ the dutch fiom nest marauders like the 
House Crow* which b a very serious menace at heronries all over the country. 

Museuu Diagnosis. For plumages sec Baker, loc. ciL; Robinson and Clha s ai 
1936. 3: 246. 

UZASUREUBNTS 

Wing Bin Tams Tail 

(from feathen) 

(Ji? 181-205 29-34 35-^ 133-146 mm, 

(once 212) 

Weight 5 oo? 360-525 g.(ay. 427) — BNHS. 

COLOURS or BARB FARTS. Iris gTccn. BUl homy brown, bladosh at tip, livid purple 
at base. Giilar-tnd orbital skin black (non-breeding), purple (breeding). 

And feet bladdsh, tinged with purple fiesh colour ^vhen breeding (Baker). 

28a- Pygmy Cormorant* Pkdeentorax (Pallas) 

PtUcenus Pallas, 1773, Rcae versch. Prov. Russ. Reich, 2: 712, pL G 

(Caspian Sea) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 4. ftg. 4 

LOCAL KAMBs. Nooc recorded. 

SIZE. Little Cormorant :h* 

field characters. In winter doubtfully distingubhablc from little 
Cormorant, see Museum Diagnosb. 
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with white chin, throat, and a narrow w-hite line from behind eye halfway 
do^vn each side of neck. Below, shiny black. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, dark brown, head and neck paler (whitish), 
mantle narrowly and dully streaked with rufous and silver-grey. Below, 
brown; tail tipped paler. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, vrith local movements 
depending on water conditions. Found throughout the subcontinent from 
W. Pakistan to E. Assam (from c..300 m. in the Himalayas), soutijward 
through the Peninsula, and in Ceylon. 

Frequents inland waters — sw’amps, jheeb, rivers, irrigation reservoirs, 
village ponds, etc. 

ExtraiimilaL Burma, Thailand, Indochina, Malaysia, Celebes (Sulaw'csi) . 
Other races in Africa, Madagascar, Middle East. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly, in scattered twos and threes, or large 
congregations, depending on living conditions. More individualbtic thar^ 
cormorants, and docs not hunt in cooperative bands. Swims with body 
submerged, only the snake-like head and neck showing above thc surface, 
constantly turning from side to side. An expert div’cr and underwater 
swimmer using the feet to propel itself in pursuit of prey, wings held half 
open. Unlike cormorants (and grebes) docs not leap upward before plung- 
ing to dive; merely stretches neck horizontally and quietly vanishes below 
surface leaving hardly a ripple, WTien charing fish under water, sw-ays neck 
back and forth like a javelin-thrower poising to throw’. A special structure 
in the vertebrae of the neck enables the sharp bill to be shot out as by a 
powerful spring. The quarrv is transfixed on thc siilctto-like mandibles. 
It is jerked off smartly when the bird surfaces, shaken into position, and 
swallowed head foremost Though needing some initial effort in the take-off, 
fries strongly with quick flaps punctuated with sailing, tail spread fanwisc, 
and slender neck with the characteristic kink in thc middle stretched in 
fronL When satiated perches upright on a tree-top or snag like cormorants, 
stmning itself with outspread wings and tail. As in cormorants, and strangely 
enough for such specialized aquatic birds, the plumage is permeable to 
water and needs constant drying. Occasionally spirals up on a thermal to 
lofty heights and circles on motionless wings along with storks and pelicans, 
obviously for fun. 

When a tree on which darters arc resting is approached, the birds hurl 
themselves into the water below, dragring tlirouch the intervening tangle 
of thorny branches ’as if shot dead. Tlicy go right under, but presently the 
snake-like necks reappear one by one in the distance, 1 1 is posribic that some 
of such, birds may ^ moulting their wing quills and temporarily flightless 
(sec Moult). 

VOICE. Seldom heard except when nesting, a loud disyllabic chigi, ehigif 
chigi, etc. recalling the beginning of a guinea-fowrs cackle: and various 
grunts and croaks besides. Nestlings also v*ery noisy when begging food. 

FOOD. Almost exclurivcly fish, including some seemingly much too large 
for the bird's slender bill and gullet. 

BREEDING. Sfdfj,'?. Junc/Julv lo DcccmbcT in W. Pakistan and*N. India; 
November to February in thc south; January to March in Cc>’loa. A'krI, 
a largish twig platform built on trees standing in or near water, often 
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gregariously, among large mixed heronries, e.g. Keoladco Ghana, Rajasthan, 
the nests almost touching one another on the overcro^vded trees. EggSt 3 to 
6, elongated, spindle shaped, pale greenisfx blue svith a whitish chalky 
becoming soiled and dirty during incubation. Average size of 80 
eggs52«9 X 33*5 mm. (Baker). Both sexes partake in incubation and feed- 
ing the young. Incubation period unrecorded. As in the Little Cormorant, 
there is great disparity between nesdings in the same brood. Incubation 
commencing with the first egg is of survival value against nest-robbers 
like'House Crows, and also against the fierce midday sun. Chicks blind 
and naked when hatched, except for some straggly down on head. White 
down acquired irija few days, persists on head, neck, and underparts even 
after \ring and tailj quills sufficiently grown for chicks to fly. Feeding by 
regurgitation, the f)ill and head of chick being thrust violently into parent’s 
gullet. 

On arrival offotaging parent at nest, the chicks jostle for food, upstretch- 
ing neck, vigorously shaking and swaying it in a kind of St Vitus’s dance, 
and tickling the parent’^ throat. Parent lowers and opens bill wide, allowing 
chick to thrust it^ entire head into the elastic gullet. The irritation ^rithin 
apparently induces a retching effect, helping parent to bring up food. The 
swaying and tugging extraction process lasts for several seconds, the parent 
having to back away forcibly' from the importunate young. Several visits 
by both parents ne^ed to satisfy the voracious brood. Nest young also 
rcqiure ftiquent quenching of thirst. Water is squirted in jets from parent’s 
bill into gullet of chick, sometimes spilling outside.in the process. On fright 
chicks, even when quite small, disgorge the food they have eaten into the 
water below like hailstones, sometimes even hurling themselves bodily as 
well. Many of the smaller chicks perish through inability to swim and to 
clamber back to the nest. Adolescents -usually manage to do so, using their 
pliant feet and sharp-hooked claws, chin and neck, and the stumpy fore- 
limbs to haul themselves up the trunk and branches, becoming gory in the 
process if the nest tree happens to be a thorny one such as babool or Prosopis. 

At the Keoladco heronry in Rajasthan heavy predation of nestlings is 
caused by Pallas’s Eagle {Haliaeetus UucQiyphm)^ a few pairs of which are 
permanently established there. They appear to specialize in darter squabs 
particularly when half to three-quarters grown. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Baker, loc. cit.; Van Tyne & Berger 1959: 402; 
Stresemann 1927-34, Aves (morphologjO- 

MOULT. Like most Anseriformes and some other groups, the Darter moults 
all its wing quills simultaneously after breeding and is flightlra for some weeks till 


these have been replaced by new feathen. 
MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 


BUI 


Tarsus Tail 


(from feathen) 

c?9" 331-357 74-90 42-47 202-240 mm. 


Wcight4 o o ? 1 160-I500gm.(av. 1340)— BNHS. ^ 

coLotnu OF BARE PARTS. iTis, inner nng white, outer yellow. Bill dark homy 
brown; ter m i n al half black, lower mandible yellowsh. Legs and feet black. 

uzsGELLANEOUs. DartcTs are regularly employed by local wandering 
tribes in parts of Assam and Bengal for catching fish in swamps and small 
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lakes (Stonor, JBNHS 47; 7-^). The practice is not wid^rcad and (an 
dying out 


Family Frboatidae : Frigate Birds or Marfof-war Hawfa 

Rather large, gregarious, dark coloured or' bl^-and-white oceanic birds vddi 
long, pointed, stfcamUned wings, deeply forked tails, and flight rejcmbling Out cC 
raptors. Bill long and strongly hooked, rounded in cross-section, the culmcn conro 
Nostrils obsolete. Throat bare; bright coloxired gular pouch occasionally iafistrf 
like a balloon to ridiculous proportions by courting male, even in flight Tamavm 
short stout, feathered. Feet small, all four toes united by a web near their bsK* 
claws long, strong, much curved; middle daw pectinate as in tropic-biidi lad 
cormorants. 

Sexes dimorphic; female larger than male. For anatomical details see RaV^f 
6 : 295; Palmer 1962, 1 : 365-6. 

RAMOS. Fan-tropical. Oceanic islands and adjacent teas. Non-migratory. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. Qucfly fish and squids (cephalopods) neatly picked 
up from surface shoals with an inward flick of the strongly hooked bUl while hoYtriof 
close above the water. Sometimes flymg fish chased and captured in the air. hfoct 
usually food procured by pirating — attacking and chasing boobies, trc^Ic-birdj, 
etc. and forcing them to give up what they have caught The booty is swooped off 
- in mid-air before it reaches the water, or scooped up from the surface as it frOi, 
They also swoop and cany off the young of colonial-nesting birds such u taoL 

Frigate birds are magnificent fliers and capable of soaring and sailing for boyn 
at a stretch high up in the heavens. Owing to their short legs and long ^ingi they 
cannot take off from a fiat surface, therefore they hardly ever alight on a akaiia, 
spending almost all day on the wing. They roost at night on trees and bushes, aid 
also build thdr stick nests in similar situations, and on rocks. Eggr, usually 1 {<xlj, 
chalky white. Incubated by both sexes. Incubation period about 6 ive^. Chkl 
blind and naked at hatching; covered with white down later. 

Key to the Lidian forma 

A Upperparts unifonnly dark except for white band across hlndneck . . I 

B Upperparts uniformly dark, no white band across hind neck 2 

C Head, neck, and underparts white or rusty white, rest of upperparts 
dark. Bitm.i or rusty markings ofneck sometimes becoming darker and 

forming broad band across chest 

.Juvenal plumage of all three spedes 

1 Throat black, breast and abdomen white F. andrewsi (female) 

Throat black, breast white, abdomen black 

F, arut iudaln (female) 

2 Underparts uniformly dark .F. minar ddahtnsxs (male) 

Underparts not uniformly black . .a 

a Throat, breast, and abdomen black, flanks white 

.'F. oml iredalei (male) 

Throat whitish, breast white, abdomen black 

F. minor aldohtnsis (female) 

Throat black, breast black, abdomen white 

F. aubnesi (male) 
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Genus Freoata Larfpide 

Frtgala LacipMe, 1799, Tabl. Ois. : 15. Type, by subsequent design.Uen, 
PtUcanus ajuiltu Linnaeus 
Gharactezs as of the F amil y^ 


30. Christsaas Island Fs^gate BIsrd. Freoata andrewsi Mathews C 

Fngma aulmvsi Mathews, 1914, Austr. Av. Rec., 2: 120 
(CSu-istmas Island, Indian Ocean) 

Baker, FBI No. 2191, Vol. 6: 295 

SIZE. Kite +; length <Ji c. 97 cm. (38 in.); 9 c. 102 cm. (40 in.) 
rmiD CHAStACIEBS. ' 

Male (adult br,^g). Above, glossy metalUc black. Below, throat and 
breast black, only the belly svhite. 

as rf.. Below, only 

tWt black, rest of underparts white, the white spreading up as a coUar on 
sides of neck (to clavicular region), not across hindncck. 



X r. 4 


and H^rrAT. Vagrant; possibly storm-driven. 
Bree^ on Christmas Island (Indian Ocean) soutli of Java, c. 1I”S. The 
record from Kerala (Prater. JBNHS 33: 446, and Synopsis-. 11) proves on a 
re-examiMUon of the speemen to relate not to this species but to Frerata 
miner (Abdul^, JBNHS 57: 667-8). SimUarly the only Ceylon specimen 
we^lomBo Museum hiA^to recorded as F. andrewsi, has been shown 
to be F. minor cldabrerms (Philhps 1953). Therefore it must be emphasized 
that $0 &r no authentic record olFresala andrewsi in Indian waters exists 
Museum Ducnoso 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing o’ 600-625; 9 635-643 mm. (Baker). Average of wing of 10 mature 
specimens o’ 610; 9 650 mm. (Gibson-Hill 1947). 

1947” an6 complete biography of this species see C. A. Gibson-Hill 


31. Lesser Frigate Bisxi. Fregata minor aldabrensis Mathews 

FregoU mirar elJalrensis Mathews, 1914, Austr. Av. Rec., 2: 199 (Aldabra Island) 
Baker. FBI No. 2192, Vol. 6: 297 
• Plate 3, fig. 5 ^ 

OTHER NAME. Great Frigate Bird (I). 
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PELECANIFORMES 


SIZE, Kite length c. 87-102 cm, (34-40 in.), 

Male (adult). Above, glossy black svith a brown band on winp ^ 
he median wing-coverts and innermost secondanes. Below, 

’'Ffe'male (adult). Larger than male, liiow. induding head 
Jack svith a brosvn hind collar and Ught brown band on wu^ ^ 
hroat and foreneck greyish white (or mottled brown V 

icck, breast and sides svhite; flar^ and abdomen blai. Th ^ 

)nly frigate bird >vith white underparts and %vhitish throa \ 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare 

the monsoon. Breeds on SeycheUcs and Aldabra Wands (Indiur Ucan, 
lying between the equator and 15°S., and 45° to 60°E. ..ample, 

"lie only Indian specimen (o’. BNHS Coll.) is a ^ 

mtangled in a fishing net in a rough sea at Ac onset ^ 

sear Quilon (Kerala). originaUy 

diere are three independent SW. monsoon sight records . 
reliable observers (TayIor,JBNHS51:939) 
both females -one in the Colombo 

but since, corrected), the other from the TweeddJe afl.bUdtfiiP® 

Museum. Phillips’s sight record (JBNHS 55: 203) of 
birds in the Maidive Islands in December and January p 
relates to this form. 

HABITS, FOOD, ctc. Scc Under Family. 


Musrusi Diagnosis 


ASURBMSNTS 


cTt? 


Wing 
. 585-603 


Bai Middle toe 

(from feathen) 

116-130 

46-57 

130-150 


Tifl 

392-410 B 


35Jj430isO- 

9 9 605-621 130-150 

Iris (d’ 0 ) dsri 

OURS OP BARE PARTS (in nominate rrdrurr of Christmal W '“•) poL 

i; a white spot on lower lid. Ej^elids: o’ black; 9 ,t lip; 

Ji 9 ) variable slaty, steel, or blue grey, often darker or , ,iai: d" P*'* 

ash area at base of lower mandible in 9 • Intetramri *° , ^ oioso*' 

t, 9 dull crimson. Gular pouch in c? hshl scarlet (^- seJ^i 

t (breeding). Feet: dark, or reddish brovm vnth pale 
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32. I/«mat Fripite Bird. FrtgaSa tstul ireMei Mathews 

FngsUx ariil tredajei Mathews, 1914, Austr. Av. Rcc., 2; 121 (Aldabra Island) 
Baker. FBI No. 2193, VoL 6: 298 
Plate 3, fig. 4 

tnH£R kUie. Mascarene Frigate Bird. 

taz. Kite +; length f. 80 cm. (32 in.). 

mu) CHASACiERs. The smallest frigate bird. ‘ Adults aredisdnguished 
from all other specia by the conspicuous white patch on the aide under the 
wing ’ (Alexander 1955). 

/Male (adult). Above, glossy metalKc black. Below, browner with a white 
patch on each side of abdomen (lower flank). 

Female (adult). Larger than male. Above, mainly glossy black with 
a chestnut collar on bindneck and a brownish patch on the wing-coverts. 
Brfoto, throat and abdomen black; breast buSywhite. Young (immature). 
Uppcrparts brownish black; head, neck, breast and abdomen white streaked 
with rusty, the head sometimes brown (Alexander). 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Occasional stra^ler, doubtlea often 
atorm-blown in the monsoon. Breeds on Mdabra Island, near Madagascar, 
9°30 S., 46°30'E. Reportedly also on the more northerly atoUs in the 
Maimves e. 4'’N., 72°E. (PhilHps & Sims, JBNHS 55: 203, 1958). 
Apart from right records there are at least six examples taken on the west 
coast of Ceylon, in June, July, August Srptember, and one near Jaffna, 
Northern I^vince, in April. A storm-driven male on 23 June (1955) near 
Colombo was in fresh plumage with ‘ testes enlarged ’ (Phillips 1953, 1956). 

Only two records from India: a young bird taken near Trivandrum 
(Kerala) in c. 1904 (Ferguson, JBNHS 16: 13) — specimen not now avail- 
able — and 1 (c?) at &mbay in July 1960 (Abdulali, JBNHS 57:668). 
A young bird ringed as pullus on Aldabra 1., Indian Ocean, 9°22'S., 
46‘’28'E., 18.iv.l969, found storm-blown on Malad beach, Bombay, r. 18° 
55'N., 72°50’E., 4.vi.l970 — c. 4500 km NE. 


OENERAL HABITS, FOOD, etc. 

See under Family. 

- 

Museum Diagnosis 




UEASUR£M£NTS. 

Gibson-Hm (1950) gives 

for adults from 

Coeos-Keellng Is. 

tubspedes?) as follows; 



Tail 


Wing 

Bill 

Tamis 

4o'tJ' 

518-550 

79-85 

22-23.5 

307-331 mm. 

(533-5) 

(82-2) 

(22-75) 

(316-5) 

59 9 

•534-562 

86-93 

24-25.5 

314-324 mm. 

(547-0) 

(89-4) 

(24-9) 

(318-4) 


A (? from Ceylon measures: Wing 520; bill 81; tarsus 21; tah 304 mm. (Phillips 
1 958) ; and ihe Bombay.^ measures Wing 520; bill (from skull) 82 : tall 325 mm.(S.\). 

oomurs or barb parts, c? Bill grey, gular pouch red; feet black or reddish 
brown. 9 Bill blmsh; skin of throat red; feet red (Alexander, 1955). ^ 

/ Order Ciconiiformes 

Family Ardeidae: Herons, Egrets,. Bitterns 
Cf. Curry-Iindahl, K., 1971, Osirieb, suppl. No. 9: 52-70 

Long-legged, lanky wading birds, from body liie of village hen to vulture, with ! 
long slender fiesable necks in meat species. A kink in the middle (as in the Darter) 
enables the neck to be retracted into a flat S in flight as o characteristic of the faiaUy. 
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Page 

Throat glislening white, crest of two long feathers (63 cm. = 25 in.) 

Egrttta gularis (breeding — dark phase) 74 

D Small- to medium-sized. Plumage znainl)' various xhades of greeauh- or 
bluish-black« wrbite, and grey. .4 

4 Plumage generally vhUc and grey, with g re en»h black crest and 

mantle, wings paler than back (58 cm. «= 23 in.) 

a J^jeHeorax r^&corax (adult) 78 

Smaller (46 cm. =s 18 in.). Plumage generally grey with greenish- 

black crest, mantle streaked with pale greenish grey, vdngs darker 

th a n back BatmvJes striatus (adult) 55-62 

E Wings and uppcrparts dark sooty brown glossed with metallic green, 
wing-coverts spotted with white, sides of neck and underparts str e ak ed 
with slaty brown .....5 

5 Crown and crest brown (58 cm. = 23 in.) 

J(^ticOTex ^h'cwax (juvenal) 78 

Crown and crest black (46 cm. es 18 in.) 

Bvioridts stnahis (juvenal) 59-62 

F Small- to tnedium-sizedL Wings, tail, and underparts white; head, neck, 
breast, and back variable 6 

6 Head, neck, and breast pale ochre. Back dark rusty or maroon-brown 

(46 cm. » 18 in.) Ardeolc gre^ (breeding) 63, 65 

Head dark rusty bro'wn, breast purplish, back deep blue-black 

(52 cm. = 21 in.) Ardeola baceltus (breeding) 65 

Head, neck, and breast pale ochre heavily streaked with dark brown, 

back pale ashy brown Ardtola grqjni (non-breeding) 63, 65 

Similar to above but back darker Ardnla baeehus (non-breeding) 65 

G 'Medium -sized. Piimmge gescraSiy )ight buff or rrch el?ey^27^^^ . ....... 7 

7 Top of head black, sides of head, neck, and upp cr p a r ts rich chestnut- 
brown, back finely vcrtniculatcd with black, underparts pale buffy 
white streaked with black and chestnut. Under wing-coverts white 
barred with black, primaries black tipped with chestnut and white. 

Bill short and stout (51 cm. » 20 in.) Gerseuimts mrlartolo^tu 80, 82 

Top of head and nrustache black, rest of plumage pale ycUowuh 
buff, uppcrparts heavily streaked with blackish, underparts streaked 
with chestnut, primaries black toured with pinkish brown (71 cm. = 

28 in.) Botaunis sUUeris 89 

H Generally small-sized with usdesparts predominantly brown, bufi^ or 
diestnut 8 

8 Colour and pattern of uppcrparts sharply difTcrenfiated on crown, 

back of neck, and mantle a 

Colotir and pattern of upp)efi>arts less sharply diHerentiated on crown, 

back of neck, and mantle b 

Colour of uppcrparts with no sharp difTcrendition of crown, back of 
neck, or mantle t; c 

a Top of head, uppjcrparts and primaries black; lai^ greyish buff 
p>atch on wing; underparts pale buff with dark lanceolate feathers 
acroai upper breast (36 on. 14 in.). . . ,lxehg^dms rwxtu (male) - 63 

b Crown bla^ back of neck pale chestnut, nutntle dark brown fm 
value, almost as dark as pgiroarles). Bufiy patch on ydng (36 cm. 
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Bill long, straight, sharp>*pointcd, dagger-like. Nostrils oval, dose to the base. 
^ Tarn very long; toa long and slender, the middle and outer toes tmited by a 
web at their base, daw of middle toe pectinate or comb-like. Hind-toe well deve- 

Iop>ed; on same plane as the other toes. 
Most sj>ecics have curious powder.down 
patches on each side of rump and breast 
^ pro’vfding a sort of dry shampxjc for 

Middle toe and claw of adult degreasing soiled feathos. Plumage soft 

Grey Heron showing pectinaUoni, X e. 1 and Ic^tcxturcd, usuaUy white, grey, 
purple, or brown; in some sp)ecics speckled, barred, or streaked abos'c and/or below. 
Sexes alike or nearlyso. In many Bp>ecies filamentous ornamental plumes acquired 
during the breeding season, for the trade in which (as * aigrettes *) the birds were 
greatly persecuted and in some places nearly exterminated (see Mttle Egret), 
msTRiBiTnoM and habitat. Throughout the tropical and tcmp)er3te zones, 
except on some oceanic islands. Marshes, jhcels, rivers, tidal estuaries. 

FOOD. Fish, frogs, insects, molluscs, rodents, y°oung birds. 

BJiEEDiNC, Colonial; usually in mixed heronries of several sp>cdes in association* 
J/tsis, shallow stick platforms normally on trees. Eggs, normally 3 to 6, bluish 
white or pale greenish blue; unmarked in Indian species. Tovng, nidicolous. 

AftATomCAL DETAiis. Withcrby 1939, 3: 125. Strcsemami 1927-1934, Aves: 810. 



■ Key to the Indian forms Page 

A Large-sized. Plumage grey above, varied bdow 1 

1 Crown and crest vinous-chestnut, neck rufous-cinnamon (length 

142-152 cm. = 56-60 in.) Ardea goliath {zdvd^ 53 

Crown and neck dull rufous, forenede streaked with black (slightly 

smaller than abo\^) Ardea goliath (juvenal) 53 

Crmvn Wade, crest grey-npped (127 cfii. *= 50 in.) 

Ardea isisignis (adult) 53 

Crown white, ocdpital crest black, neck smoky white (98 cm. *= 39 

ba*) Ardta cinerea (adult) 54, 55 

Crmvn grey, crest black, neck grey (slightly smaller than above) .... 

Ardea cinerea (juvenal) 54, 55 

Crown blade, neck ferruginous striped with black and buff (97 cm. 

— 38 in.) . Ardea pirjiurea (adult) 57 

B Large-sized. Plumage dark brown to cinnamon brown above, head 
and neck rufous 1 2 

2 Dark brown above, head and neck pale rufous-brown streaked with 

white (127 cm «= 50 in .) ............... .Ardea insigrus (juvenal) 53 

Head and neck rufous-broun. Lower foreneefc streaked with black, 
rest cf plumage uniform dnnamon-brown in distance as result of 
broad cinnamon-brown edges masking the purplish slaty feathers 

(97 cm. = 38 in.) .Ardea {ntTpvrea (juvenal) 57 

C Medium-sized. Plumage mainly dark slaty blue above and below, , , ,3 

3 Throat and breast streaked with chestnut and white (58 cm. = 23 

‘"•r ixobtychus JlavicolHs {zd\x\x) 88 

Throat glistening white, bushy nuchal crest (58 cm.** 23 in.).... 

^ »,.£grefia sacra (breeding — dark phase) 77 
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= 14 in.) Ixobijchis rmnuka (female) 


Crown bladdsh, back of neck pale buff, feathers of mantle dark 

brown broadly edged with pale bufi^ bufiy patch on wing 

Ixob^chus ndmitus (juvenal) 

Crown streaked with blade and chestnut, ba^ of neck chestnut, 
mantle chmtnut streaked with darker brown and bufi^ no bufiy 
patch on wing, chestnut streak down throat pronounced (38 cm. 

= 15 in.) Ixohrfohsis sinensis (juvenal) 

Similar to above but crown darker, back of neck chatnut, mantle 
brown streaked with buff^ wing patch bufiy, streak down throat 

not pronounced Jxobjychus sinensis (female) 

Crown, primaries, and tall black, back of neck rufous, mantle 
brownish buff, wing patch bufiy, underparts pale buff with dark 

lanceolate feathers across breast Ixohiychm sinensis (male) 

c Uppcrparts dark brown, underparts paler and unstreaked, middle 
of throat chestnut streaked with black and white, tail black (58 cm. 

23 in Jxohryehsis JlaaicoUis (female) 

Uppcrparts dark brown speckled with yellowish buff, underparts 
yellowish white with bladdsh streaks on throat and breast, tail 

brown (38 cm. =* 15 in.) Ixobiychta ciraiemomeus (juvenal) 

Similar to above but paler and more chestnut 

Ixobijchsa eimeano me ia (female) 

Uppcrparts bright chestnut, luiderparts paler, median streak of 

bladdsh on throat and breast Ixohyehus einnamoTneus (male) 

I Plumage pure white throughout 9 

9 Ndther crest nor breast plumes, but lacy plumes on back 

Andea alia (breerfingj 

No crest but full plumes on back and breast 

Egrttta intermedia (breeding) 

Crest of twn long feathers; full plumes on back and breast; feet parti- 
coloured; bill black Egretta gerzstta (breeding) 

Crest of two long feathers; fuH plumes on back and breast; feet parti- 

colcmred; bill jeUena Egretta gularis (breeding — light phase) 

Crest of thick, rather hairy feathers 

Egretta scera (breeding — li^t phase) 

Feathers of head and nedt orange-buff, BtAulaa ibis (breeding) 


Page 

83 

83 


86 

86 

86 


84 

84 

84 

68, 6P 

71 

72 

74 

77 

66 


Genus Ahdea Xinnaeus 

Ardea linoaeur, 2753, S^st. Nat-, ed. }0, 1: 141. T^-pe, by rtibserTuent desigextio:^ 
Ardea anrrea Linnaeus (Gray, 1840) 

Bni long, compre ss ed, and pointed;^ culmen stral^t, edges of both mandibles 
all^tly serrated at commissure. Upper mandible grooved on dthex tide; nostrilt 
rather long, situated near base. Sides of head to behind eye naked. Tibia partially 
naked; tarsus long, scutellated in irooL Wings ample and rounded; tail short, 
nearly square-cut. Head crested; lower plumage very lax and soft; feathers at bate 
of neck bdow and on scapulars long and attenuated forming ornamental plumes. 
Genus cosmopolitan. 
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33. Great WtltebelUed Heron. Ardia insigttis Hume 

Arda msignis Hume, 1870, Stray Feathers, 6: 470 (Sikkim Terai, Bhutan Duals) 
Ardia imfmalis Baker, 1928, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 49: 40 (Sikkim terai, Bhutan duais) 
Baker, FBI No. 2220, Vol. 6: 342 
Hate 6, fig. 3, 

LOCAL KAKES. Nonc rccordcd. 

nzE. Considerably larger than Grey Heron; length c. 127 cm. (50 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS 

Adult. Above^ like the Grey Heron (q.v,). Crown slaty black {contra 
white), the longest crest feathers tipped grey. Tail and primaries slaty black. 
Below, lower breast, abdomen, flanks, axillaries, xmder tail-coverts pure 
white. Thigh-coverts white in front, jgrey brfiind. Sexes alike. 

‘ Except for the whitish chin and throat, and the shiny white belly, under 
wing- and under tail-coverts, the bird appears dull grey all over* (H. d 
Smith, MS.). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Reudcnt, but apparently rare, lA 
Nepal and Sikkim terai, Bihar (north of Ganges river), Bhutan duars to 
NE. Assam. East Pakistan, Arakan, and N. Burma where the upper rcachc* 
of the Irrawaddy river mentioned as one of its strongholds. Affects inland 
swamps, marshes, and stretches of rivers through forest. Not on sea coast. 
Singly or in small parties of four or five. 

GENERAL HABITS. As of the Family. Nothing sperifically recorded. 

breedino. Unrecorded in our area ; only once in Arakan, Burma (April) 
— a huge stick nest in a lofty tree, containing four eggs like those of Grey 
H«on but larger, c, 70 X 50 mm. 

Museuu Diagnosis. See A. O. Hume 1878, Strty Feathers, 6: 470-1. 

UEASUREUENTS. A male collected by H. C. Smith in Burma bad wing 530 tftC L 
Baker gives for 

"Wing Bill Tanus Tril 

(from feathers) 

cT* $ 546-572' 152-176 171-216 199-211 mm. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. ‘ Irfs ochraccous yellow. Bill and leg* blackish * (H. C. 
Smith). ‘Loral skin, orbital skin, and base of lower mandible greenish; upper 
mandible and inner margin of lower mandible blackish slaty; tip of lower mandible 
underneath greenish ochre, remaining portion mussel-grey. Tarsus black with homy 
patches. Claws black * (Ste\'Cns). 

34. Giant Heron^ Ardea goliath Cretzschmar 

Ardea goliath Cretzschmar, 1826, in Ruppell** Atlas, VOgel * 39, pi. 26 
(White Nile, Bahbar Abiad) 

Baker, FBI No. 2221, Vol. 6: 343 
Plate 6, fig. 2 

LOCAL KAUES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Considerably larger than Grey Heron; length c. 142-152 cm. 
(56-60 in.). Standing almost the height of a man. 

HELD CHARACTERS. like a gigantic Purple Heron. 

V For reversion of name from tmpmeli: Baker see Biswas, 1963, JBNHh 60(3) : 680. 
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Grey Heron (q.v,), ftom which it differs in being a darker grey above. Sexes 
alike; female smaller. 

ffTATUs, DiSTRXBunoN and HABITAT. Ca-^ naj ^viiitcr Visitor, recorded 
from Baluc h ista n , Sind, Kutch, and Nepal (Rand & Fleming), but posribly 
commoner and more widespread than hitherto believed. Shows great diver- 
sity of status within a ringle population, some individuals (or local popu- 
lations) sedentary, others — spedally juveniles — tending to wander and 
even migrate long distances. Thus, a ringed example from Kazakhstan 
(40M8 N., c. 70‘’E.) USSR was recently recovered in South Kanara, 
Mysore (JBNHS 59; 650). Breeds in the Palaearctic and Ethiopian regions 
— Europe, N. Africa to Asia Minor, NW. Siberia. 

Museum Diagnosis. See W'ilherby 1939, 3: 131-3. 

MEASUREMENTS, COLOURS OF BARE PARTS ctc. Scc under No. 36 below, 

36. Eastern Grey Heron. . cinerea rectirostris Gould 

Ardea rectirostris Gould, 1843, Proc. Zool. Soc. London : 22 (New South Wala 
‘ = India?*, Stone, 1913, Austral. Av. Rcc., 1: 142 restricted by 
Ripley 1961, Synopsis: 12 to India) 

Ardea Uucopkaea Gould, 1848, Proc. Zool. Soc. London : 58 (India) 

Ardea cinerea jotiyi Clark, 1907, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., 32: 468 (Seoul, Korea) 
Baker, FBI No. 2218, VoL 6: 340 
Cr. Baker, E. C. S., 1928, Bull. Brit. Om. O. 49: -30-40 
Abdulali, H., 1968, JBNHS 65: 191-2 

Plate 6, fig. 4‘ 

LOCAL NAMES. A'cri, Saw, Kdbud, Anjdn (Hindi); Kkjrra (Bihar); Soda tank or 
Kank, Anjan (Bengal); Saa (Sind): Brag (Kashmir); Jiaxoyano pochthi (Telugu); 
J/drdi, Sambnl nardi (Tamil); Ckdrumunti (Malayalam); Kalapua karawal koka, Indara 
koka (Sinhala); Kuddl (Kolis of Maharashtra), 

grrR. Same as No. 35. Standing e. 75 cm. high, 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A long-lcggpd.^ long-ncckcd marsh bird. 

Male (adult). Above, ashy grey with white crown and neck, and long 
black ocdpital crest Below, a conspicuous black-dotted line down middle 
of foreneck. Elongated black-streaked white feathers on breast Rest of under- 
parts greyish white. 

Female similar but smaller; crest and pectoral plumes less developed. 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident All India, both Pakutans, 
Nepal, Cc>’lon, Maldivc Islands, Andamans, and Nicobars (?). From plains 
level to alraut 900 m. in Nepal, and between c, 3500-4000 m. in Ladakh. 
Breeds up to c. 1750 m. — Vale of Kashmir. Affects inland water — jhecls, 
marshes, rivers; also tidal creeks, estuaries, mangrove swamps, coastal back- 
waters, and rocky ofishore islets. 

ExtrelindUd, The Middle East, Burma, Thailand, Indochina, Mala>’sia« 
E, Siberia, E. China, Japan, Formosa, Hainan. 

general HABITS. , Usually solitary, occasionally small parties; gregarious 
when nesting. Largely crepuscular, hunting chiefly in the early morning 
twilight and into the dusk. Still-himts by standing motionless at the water’s 
edge head sunk between the shoulders, or wades into the shallows neck 
arched and partly stretched forward, peering intently for, any fish or frog 
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Adult. Above, crown and crest deep vinous chestnut; n^k nilb 
dnnamon. Upperparts, wings ,and taU slaty grey. Below, chii, cheeks. 
throat, white; elongate breast plumes streaked white and slaty 
parts, including wing-lining, deep chestnut or maroon. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, head and neck duller and paler rufoa 
Upperparts grey with rufous edging. Below, white streaked with brown. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTroN and HABITAT. Rare vagrant. Essentially an Africtn 
spedcs, breeding on islands nff the African and Arabian coasts of the Red 
Sea, and in Iraq, ctc. Appearances in India sporadic, rare, and srHnndat 
mysterious. Blyth got some live examples in the Calcutta market in 1845 
and 1846, presumably fium the Salt Lakes where he shot one bird each ia 
1878 and 1879; a third seen in 1880. Inc. 1873 Hume saw ax gigantic heronj 
on the river near Multan (W. Pakistan) above the confluence of theChenab 
and Sutlej, with a great deal of rufous about the neck, which were probably 

this spedcs (SF, I: 105). Blanford observed oiie example each near N»pur 

(Madhya Pradesh) and in Baluchistan; Stuart Baker saw five on the Metto 
river near Dacca in 1910. After that no record till December 1925 when^ 
was shot by L. R. Fawcus in the Khulna Sunderbans, now in East PaHjtan 
(JBNHS 31; 523). Described by the collector as ‘not uncommon’; Peter 
Jackson, 1974 (JBNHS 71(3): 608), observed several in the same localit)-. 
Two specimens collected in Ceylon, also in 1878 arid 1879, and another seen 
on a later occasion; also a solo quite recently (T. W. Hoffmann, CBCN 
Feb. 1975; 6). 

, OENERAi. HABITS. As of thc Family, In its endemic area frequents ticUl 
creeks^ man^ve esDsariet, axwi xtA 

vc^ shy. Has a seemingly slow and ponderous flight. Archer 1937 (1: 47) 
points out that for the bird’s size its pale blue eggs are remarkably smiD 
(e. 71 X 52 mm,); being nearly equal to those of the Crab Plover {Brmas 
ardeola), which is one-third its size, or less, but lays large eggs. 

Museum Diagnosis 
MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bai Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d't? 570-589 184-196 J 

y 225-252 212-237 mm. 

9 9 592-662 180-196 J 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris yellow, With &n outer rim of red. Bill dari: hOTiy- 
slate, thc lower mandible, gape, and commissure paler and yellowish. Legs and fcti 
dark slaty black (Baker). 


35. European Grey Heron« Ardea cinerea cinerea Linnaeus 

Ardea cinerea Linnaeus, 1758, SysL Nat, ctL 10, 1: 143 (Europe, restricted to Swedffl) 
Baker, FBI No. 2217, Vol. 6: 339 
LOCAL NAMES. As undcT No. 36. 

SIZE. Length c, 98 cm. (39 in.) including neck and legs. Standing about 
75 cm. high. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A lanky, long-legged, long-necked grey marsh bird. 
Indistinguishable in the field with certainty £ri)m the rcsident'Eastem 
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that may blunder within striking range of the formidable poised ML Wte 
prey is sighted thc bird cranes its flexible nfcck forward and freezes, waitini 
for a favourable opportunity to strike. Presently the rapier bill is shot ^ 
with lightning speed and thc unsuspecting victim impaled or firmly securw 
in thc mandibles. With an upward jerk it is manoeuvred into position anc 
swallowed head foremost. Sometimes thc bird will stalk its prey itcal^) 
or shift to a new vantage point, lifting up and putting down each ^ 
noiselessly and with studied deliberation. Single birds observed 
all day long on snags — thc remnants of submerged forest trees under uu 
waterspread of dammed irrigation reservoirs (e.g. Periyar Lake in Kcralsji 
almost flush with the surface. They procure their food in such deep 
by jabbing at prey as it swims or floats past or by short forays from the 
bcUyflopping momentarily on thc surface to seize a fish. When distur ^ i 
the bird rises with a harsh quaamk which is also uttered from time to tiM 
on the wing. The initial take-off from thc perch is clumsy and accomp ^ 
by an awkward stretching of the long neck, vigorous laboured 
the wings, and by much swaying and balancing with the long 
dangling legs. The launching is preceded by a slow swinging, 
of thc tail up and down, as if to assist in the procca. Thc bird then 
its legs and springs upward. Once in the air it flies strongly with 
flaps of thc broad wings, neck characteristically folded back m a > 
head drawn in between the shoulders, legs tucked under the tail and tr ^ 
behind. It roosts at night on trees and mangroves, and also settles on 
in daytime when sated. 

FOOD. Fish, frogs, molluscs, crustaceans, aquatic insects, 
and yoimg bir^. In Kashmir alleged to do considerable damage to 
fisheries. However, a proper scientific investigation of the food an 
habits may reveal, as elsewhere, that by preying largely on 
ihe birds actually do more good than harm to the trout ^Ulnjr 

thc usual manner of birds, repeatedly dipping bill into thc liquid an 
head to swaBow. . . 

VOICE and calls. In addition to the resonant quaamk utlcrcd m 
a variety of harsh croaks and, at thc heronry, a goose-like honk. ^ ^ ^ 

BREcnmo. Season. Various. Mainly March to June in 
October in northern India; November to March in S. India 
Nests gregariously, sometimes m pure colonics but usually in imxen 
of egrets, storks, cormorants, night herons, etc. Two 
heronries arc Kcoladeo G ha na in Rajasthan, and Vcdanthangal in 
but smaller and less-known ones widely scattered over over 

Kashmir Valley the largest chenar trees {Plalanus erientaits), ° 

35 m., are selected for the nests; in Kcoladeo Ghana large 
{Stepheg^ne parmfara), and babool (Acacia en’obica) and kandi by 

are the most favour^, while at Vcdanthangal the substrate « unuUy 
partially submerged Barringtonia racemosa trees. The selected trees 
standing in water or in its dose proximity. In tidal forest nests tjU 

built on mangroves, Atrieermia, Bhizophora, and other depr^^ 

dense rccd-bcds arc used. Nest, a platform of twigs with a cen ^ 

scantily lined with leaves, straw, and water-weeds. tiV* 

single tree, chedc by jowl with those of other tenants of the 
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normally 3 or 4 occanonally 5, broad to moderately long ovals, pale sea 
green or green-blue, variable in shade. Average aze of 100 eggs 58*6 X 
43-5 mm. (Baker). 

Both sexes share in building the nest, incubation, and feeding the young. 
Incubation period 25-26 days. Incubation, as with most other occupants of 
heronries, begins with the first egg as a protection from the fierce sun and 
&om nest-robbers like crows. Thus a marked disparity is noticeable among 
ducks of the same brood. Chick in down grey above whitish below; the down 
on the crown very long and erect with bristly tips giving a crested appear- 
ance. Young fed by regurptaiion. On arrival of parent at nest its bill is seized 
by an importunate youngster in its own mandibles and vigorously twisted 
and wrestled with till the parent disgorges the half digested food. This 
cither taken by small chicks directly from parent’s bill or gobbled up from 
nest floor when older. 

For details of courtship, nest relief emd other behaviour see \^thcrby 
1939, 3: 126-9. 

Museum Dxaonoszs. For pluzxiages of nominate race, from which r e ct instris diflers 
only in minor details, see ibid.: 131-3. 

BCEASUREMENTS. BakcT givts fof Indian and Chinese examples of netifortriiz 
Wing BOl Tarsus Tafi 

(from feathers) 

^9 422-475 109-135 140-162 l65-180mm. 

(once 481) 

There is no significant diflerence in between die two races. 

Weight 4 oo? 1500-2250 (av. 1757) gm. .(BNHS). 

coiouRs or BAKE PAStTS. IrU golden ydlow. BUI (breeding) bright orange- 
yellow with a brown line down middle of culmen; (non-breeding) dark horny 
brown. Legs and feet (breeding) bright orange-yeUow lometimes with a pink tinge; 
(non-breeding) greenish brown, marked with yellowish on the joints and KarV of 
tarsi (SA). 

HiscELLAKEOus. Longevity, A. c, cinerea (firom ringing data) « 24 4- years 
1962,33: 148). o 6 / / 

37. Eastern Purple Heron* Ardea purpurea manilensis Meycn 
Ardea purpurea var. manilauu Mcyen, 1834, Nova Acu Acad. Caes. Lcop. Carol. 16, 

' supph: 102-103 (Philippines) 

Baker, FBI No. 2216, Vol. 6: 337 
Plate 6. fjg. 5 

LOCAi. KAMES. //Uri, Lol jairt, LAX (Hindi) ; Khyra (Bihar) ; Lai kajik (Bengal) ; 
LSI kol (Assam); Terra nSrdySnS. pdshi (Tclugu); Chimarai (Tamil); CkSjSmunti 
(Malayalam); Karawala kokka^ Barendi kek^ (Sinh^). 

SIZE. Smaller and slighter than Grey Heron; length r. 97 cm. (38 in.) 
including long neck and legs. Standing c, 70 cm. high. 

nELD CHAnAGTERS. A lanky marsh bird like the last. In direct sunlight 
upperparts, including dorsal surface of wings, bright purple, a shade 
darker than the Purple Moorhen. 

Adult. Above, purplish blue or purplish slaty; blackish on wing and 
tmL Crown and crest slaty black, rest of head and long thin neck femi^nous 
boldly striped vdth black. Below, chin and throat white; long drooping 
plumes on upper breast buffy white tvith black and chestnut streaks. Rest of 
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Males are appreciably larger than females. 

COLOURS or BASE PARTS. Ifis ydlow; orbital sldn dull greenish or ycUowuh 
green. Bill dark yellow, culmen and tip homy brown. Legi and feet reddish bro'vn, 
•olm and hinder edge of tarsiu paler and more yellow. In breeding birds bill and 
legs much brighter orangy.' 

MCCELtANEOus. Both this and Grey Heron highly prized as food by 
certain classes, e.g. the mohanas or iiUand fishermen of Sind. The birds 
are kept tethered by a leg, perched on floating bits of log or on the prow 
of the mohanas’ houseboats to fatten for slaughter or use as decoys. 

ljangc\\tyt A. p. purpurea: 16 -h year^ {Ring, 1962, 33: 148). 

37a. 'We.tern Pnrple Heron. Ardea purpurea purpurea Linnaeus. See 
Appendix. The genus Ardea also includes Nos. 45 and 46. 

Genus Botorides Blyth 

Subrides Blyth, 1852(1849), Cat Bds. Mus. Asiat Soc.: 281. Type, by monotypy, 
Ardea jacanka Horsfield 

Uidike Pond Heron {Ardeola) has no nuptial plumage. Tibia feathered nearly 
to the joint. Tarsus comparatively much shorter than in Egretta or Ardeola. Feet 
gmaBcr and slenderer; middle toe with claw about equal to tarsus in length, but 
much shorter than bilL Head crested. Scapulars and intcrs^pulars long and lanceo- 
late but not disintegrated as in Egreltn or Ardeola. Tail of twelve feathers as in Ardeolo- 

38. little Green Heron. Butorides striatiujavaniciu (Horsfield) ‘ 

ird^aeAlOTTrr^s'Hodgs.*— Bonaparte, 1857,Consp. Gen,Av.,2: 129Ncp3l. (Restricted 
to Hitauia, Chisapani Garhi dUt. by Biswas, 1959, Cuir. Sci., 28:288) 

Baker, FBI No. 2231. Vol 6:357 
Plate 6, fig. 1 

xXiCAX. NAMES. KoTteHa bSglS (Hindi); KSna bak or Kuro bok (Ben^l); Jfrna 
moochree (Assam); Don konga (Tclugu); Doshi kokka (Tamil); Podi kokka (Sinhala); 
CHitac kekht (Malayalam). 

81 EE. Pond Heron; length r 46 cm. (18 in.). 

rtELD CTtARACTERS. Smaller than Pond Heron, chiefly black, grey, and 
mclalb’c dark green, but otherwise like it in general effect. 

Adult. Above, forehead, crown, and long occipital crest gloss>’ greenish 
black; checks white; head and neck grey. Upperparts, with lengthened 
scapulars, slaty grey glossed with dark green and bronze-green. Wing- 
coverts dark glossy green. Wing qiuU* green-glossed black \s4th grey and 
white tips and edgei. Below, dun and centre of throat white. Ijowct parts 
ashy grey; under tail-covcrts white with blackish tips or edges. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, brownish without die Icng^cned scapulars. 
Crown and short crest streaked with buff. Wing feathers edged with buff, 
and with apical white spots. Below, buffy white, heavily streaked w4ih dark 
brown. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT, Resident. Generally, but thinly 

* Revival of name eklerietps (Boosparte^ u in the earlier edUkn xi winccrssary. See 
Ripley, S, D., \9G9. /Hr 1 U : 102. 
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underparts slaty black and rich chestnut; imder yviag chiefly ferruginous. 
Sexes alike; female \Nith crest and pectoral plumes less developed. 

Young (immature). Uniform cinnamon bro^vn in distance, effect of 
broad cinnamon-brown edges masking the purplish slaty feathers. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and local migrant. 
Throughout the plains of India east to Assam and Manipur, both PaHstans, 
Nepal (lowlands), Ceylon, Andamans and Nicobars. Possibly as in Grey 
Heron, augmented in ivintcr by influx of extralimital migrants. The nomi- 
natc race, with more black -streaks on forcneck, has been obtained 'by 
Meinertzhagen (JBNHS 32:91) in Baluchistan (Quetta, Nushki), where 
it occurs sporadically (Christison, ibid. 43:486). Frequents Jhecls, reedy 
swamps, lakes, and rivers. 

Extralimital. Burma, Thailand, the Indoclunese countries, China south 
of the Yangtze and Ryukyu Islands, south to the Philippines, Greater 
Sunda Island and Celebes (Sulawesi). Other races in Europe, Madagascar, 
and Ussuriland. 

OENERAi. HABITS. Largely crepuscular. Solitary. Similar to those of 
V Eastern Grey Heron (q.v,). Perhaps shyer and more secretive, keq^ing 
to dense reed cover, where it may be easily overlooked on account of the 
bittem-like way it freezes on suspicion — thin neck and bill upstretched — 
camouflaging it among the reeds. The bird flushes out with a fluster and 
harsh croaking when suddenly come upon, and settles on a low tree in the 
open until the covert is quiet again. 

FOOD and voice. Sirnilar to the Grey Heron. 

DREEDiNO. Season. Various; June to September-October in N. India; 
November to March in S. India and Ceylon. Usually nests in small colonies 
of its own. \Vhcn in mixed heronics with other species, shows a tendency to 
segregation into its own mokallas. Xut, a platform of sticks and branches, 
or rush stems, built in trees, dense reed beds, or screw pine {Pandamis) tangles 
standing in fairly deep svater, from a few centimetres to two or three metres 
above the surface. The rushes or Pandanus leaves are beaten do^^'n to form 
a platform for the nest. Eggs, 3 to 5, rarely 6, pale sea green or greenish 
blue. Broad to moderately long ovals, close and smooth textured; very 
similar to eggs of Grey Heron. Average size of 100 eggs 54*6 X 39*7 mm. 
(Baker). Both sexes share nest-building, incubation, and care of the young. 

' Incubation period about 24-26 days. Eggs laid at longer intervals than 24 
hours; incubation commences from the first egg, hence the very marked 
disparity in young of the same brood. Half-grown chicks clamber about 
freely among branches of nest-tree, but prompdy return to nest on arrival 
of foraging parent. The parent’s bill is seized and violently stroked and 
drawn down to induce regurgitation. The food is gobbled up from the nest 
floor, or as it issues from the parent’s throat. 

Museum Diacnosb. For plumages of nominate race, from whirii marAlensis diffen 
only in details and is hardly distinguishable, sec Witherby 1939, 3 : 136-7, 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

327..387 115-144 121-145 120-142 mm. 

(Baker) 
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distributed throughout the subcontinent fiium Sind (in W. Pakistan) to 
eastern Assam and Manipur. Also Ceylon and Laccadive Islands. Chiefly 
plains and up to at least e. 1000 m. in the Nepal bhabar and duns, and up 
to c. 1500 m. in the peninsular hills (Mahablcshwar). Affects streams, lakes, 
ponds, etc,, with dense marginal shrubby growth. Also coastal backwaters, 
mangrove swamps, and tidal creeks. 

ExlralimiUji. Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indochina, Indonesia, Philip- 
pines, Sunda Islands, Celebes (Sulawesi). Numerous other races occur in 
S. America, Africa, Indian Ocean islands, and eastern Asia south to Australia 
and S. Pacific islands. 



X c. 1 

GENERAL HABITS. Solitary; shy and retiring; silent. Crepuscular and 
nocturnal, but also active during daytime, particularly in cloudy overcast 
weather. Partial to shady nullahs and secluded rock pools in jungle streams 
bordered or overgrown with Jaraim (Eugenia jamboland) seedlings, Phyllanthus 
lawii, and similar bushes. Flushes when suddenly come upon, flying with 
deliberate wing flaps, the thick and heavy-looking neck stretched forward 
(not telescoped like^hcron’s), and dropping into the shrubbery or alighting 
on an overhanging branch a* hundred metres or so farther. Normally keeps 
during daytime to shady watercourses imder the welter of tangled brush- 
wood, uprooted trees and other debris brought down by monsoon torrents, 
perched rather sluggishly on some snag or projeedng root a few inches above 
water, constantly flicking its tail up and down like a kingfisher. Very 
parochial; occupies the same secluded spot day afterday. Here sits patiently 
craning down its neck now and again to jab at anything eatable that floats 
or swims past. Or it stealthily creeps along the water’s edge and lunges at 
prey within range. On suspicion, surreptitiously clambers up into the 
seclusion of a thicket, descending immediately it is reassured. 

FOOD. Fish, shrimps, frogs, crabs, water beetles, etc. Mudfish or neota 
(Periophtbalrrms) and Belone strongylura (16*50 - 20*25 cm. long) specifically 
recorded among stomach contents of sp)ecimens. 

VOICE. Normally very silent. When flushed and flying off utters an 
alarm note IPjrow, tPyow or tPjek, ICjek (y as in ‘yes’) (G. M. Henry), 

* Tewn'tewn-tewn like redshank* (H. Abdulali). Other notes not describe 

BREEDINC. Evidently double brooded. Season, over the greater part 
of the subcontinent March to September, varying locally with water condi- 
tions; in Ceylon March to July. Aicrf, a small platform of twigs with an 
tinlined depression for the eggs. Built singly, not colonially or In mixed 
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heronries, though exceptionaUy several nests may be found in a drcum- 
scnbed area. Normally 3 to 4-5 metres up in a small tree in a mangrove 
swamp, or m one concealed among bushes on the edge of the stream or 
pond; Mc^onaUy near a siUage, the bird’s sUent and secretive behaviour 
preventing discovery. Eggs, 3 to 5, smooth, fine teictured, light sea green. 
Very like those of Pond Heron (q.v.) but curiously enough averaeinp Jailer 
Average size of 40 eggs 39-5 X 29-7 mm. (Baker). s S 

^th roxes meubate and feed the young by reguigiiation, the chicks 
temng the adults bill and vigorously tivisting and stroking it to make it 
d^rge (rf Purple Heron). Incubation period unrecorded. Courtship • 
cusp ay and behaviour undescribed. Incubation commences with first egg 
resultmg m considerable disparity in growth of nestlings in the same brood! 

Momou Diaonosis. Indian birds, chlmaps, are paler than those from W. Java 
(^a,m) ,vith longer moustachial streaks and longer wings. Wing 18 rPr? 174- 

(ItlL d” 

MEASiniEMENTS 

BiU Tanus Tail 

(fron\ feathers) 

(J’9 174-203 56270 47-51 54-69 mm. 

Weight 1 o? 220 gm, (BNHS). (Baker) 

coLotms or BARE PARTS. Iris bright lemon-yellow. Bill, upper mandible dark 
homy brovm, lower sage green; blacker in breeding birds. Eyelids and bare patch 
of 'y« bnght yellowish leaf-green. Legs and feet yellowish , leaf-green, 
yellower on hind tarsus and soles j claws dusky. 

39. Andaman Little Green Heron. BuUmdts stnatm spodiogaster 
Shaipc 

Butonlss spodiogasltr Sharpe, 1894, Bull. Brit. Om. Q., 3 : xvil 
(Andamans and Nicoban) 

Baker, FBI No. 2232, Vol. 6 : 359 
X.OCM. NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SEE. As last. 

isla"rA,?.^^~.^rra^^tg 

GENERAL HALITS, POOD, VOICE, etc. As in the last. 

BREEDINO No difference except that the nesting sites are chiefly in 

^rm^^aker? “ 38-2 

Mum™ Dmonoso. Differs from s/i/oristps in being darker grey esnedallv on 
whire! ' 8 ' d«per grey 

measurements. Slightly smaller: 

B‘11 Taram Tail 

6^9 167-171 57-60 41-44 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in last, ^ 
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40. Paler Maldivlait Green Heron. Bulorides jfriafw diA‘: Pl^pg 4 

Phillips & Sims, 1958, Bull. Brit. Ora. CL, 78:51 (MaJ^TjUo 
Nori Mali Atoll, Maidive archipelago) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL. NAME. Rahonds (Maldives). 

B12E, As B. s. chloriceps» 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar to chloriceps but much paler even the 
next Ibnn. 

• STATUS, DBTiUBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, Common in the central 
and northern atolls of the Maldivc archipelago. Affects mangrove nvampi 
and the neighbourhood of beaches. ^ 

GENERAL HABITS. Not different from chloriceps. At ebb tide sits ca 
the knobs of coral on the beaches, darting out at small fishes and crabi 
nearby. Flics inland as tide rises to perch on tops of palm trees or stand on 
the sea walls and exposed coral outcrops, apparently asleep. Not shy. 


41. Darker Maldivian Green Heron. Butoridts striatus olbidulus Eansi 

Bulotides albidulus Bangs, 1913, Proc, Biol. Soc. Washington, 26: 93 (Suidiva Atoll, 
Maidive Islands) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Rabonde or Rabulli (Maldives). 

• SIZE. As R. s. chloriceps. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar to chloriceps but paler. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Southern Maidive Islands 
Mangrove swamps and around beaches. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in thc palcf Maldivian race (q.v.). 

Museum Diaonoss. Paler than chloriceps. Described from the imique type collect^ 
on Suadiva Atoll. Whether both races from within this group of islands can be 
maintained needs investigating. 

MEASUREMENti and COLOURS OF BARS PARTS. As in the other races. 


Genus Ardeola Boie 

Ardeola Boie, 1822, Isis von Oken, col. 559. Type, by monotypy, ArdtstcHalia 
Scopoli 

Cf. Bock, WJ., 1956, Amcr. Mus. Novit. No. 1779: 35-57 

Feathers of head, neck and upper breast elongate. Those of thc two latter decom- 
posed during the breeding season, when also a crest of elongate, lanceolate festben 
develops. Bill stout and about equal in length to middle toe and claw. Tarsia itroag, 
about same length as bill. Tail of twelve feathers, typically broad. Neck ikorter 
than in Ardea. Head, neck and back always coloured, but undergoing a cemj^e 
change of colour in the breeding season. 
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42. Indian Pond Heron or Paddybird. Ardeola grayii grayii (Sykes) 

Ardea GrayH Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 158 (Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No. 2229, Vol, 6 : 354 
Plate 4, fig. 9 and Plate 6 , tig. 8 

LOCAL N^. Bagla, AtidhS bdgis, Chama bdgla, Khuneh bdgla (Hindi); Konch U 
(Mimhikars, ^ihar)} Ral puchake (Good); Kulcthu kckku, JCurSlk 
kof^u, Mddai katSn, Mddayan (Tamil); Guddi^onga (Tclugu); Kana kokka, Padi kakk^ 
(Sinhalu) ; BrSku (Kashmir) ; KulUmurni (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Country hen -f ; length e. 46 cm. (18 in.). 

rau> CHARACTERS. Alt egTeC-Iike waterside bird largely snow-whit< 
and pronunent when in flight, effectively camouflaged earthy brown wher 
&t rest. 

(”°"; 8 r«ding). Drab. Above, head and neck dark brown streaked 
with buff. Back, scapulars, and tertiaries, ashy brown with pair 

JTlloivish shaft-slnpes on the scapulars. BAow, chin and throat white; umiei 

rJ of Plu™g«=, including uil, whiie. 

Adult (breeding]. Very handsome. Above, head and neck light yellowdsh 
broivn; crowm browner. Long recumbent white or buff occipital crest ol 
lanceolate plumra. Back deep maroon with very long decomposed feathers 

white; upper breast ashy 
brown, the feathers long and somewhat disintegrated. Rest of body, winvs 
and tail white; tips offirst primaries tinged brownish. Sexes alike in breedine 
and non-brccdmg plumages. ® 

A . and habitat. Resident; shifting locally with 

drought and flood conditions. Throughout the subcontinent, and Ceylon. 
^ Andaman, Nicobar, and Laccadive islands. In the plains and sca- 
Iward; upto r. 1200 m. in the peninsular hills (to 2150 m. in the Nilgiris), 
and r. 1500 m m the Kashmir and Nepal valleys. Affects streams, jheeb 
marshes, inundated paddyficlds, village tanks, stagnant roadside ditches 
borrow-pus and puddles, even kutcha wells, and tidal mudflats ^ 

Exiralimitat. From the Persian Gulf to Burma and Malaysia! 

GENERAL HABrTs. Usually solitary when feeding, or in small loose parties 
Greganous at ™st; colonial when nesting. Its method of hunting is typically 
heron-hke, either standmg hunched up and motionless but fuUy aiert on 
the water’s edge or amidst a squelchy puddle, or stalking stealthily, lifiing 
each foot clear of thc water and putting it down circumspectly, neck craned 
forward and bill poised in readiness to jab at the quarry. Observed catching 
fish by bellyflopping on the water from overhanging stone slab c. 1 metre 
above (Muir, JBNHS 24: 366). Large numbers collect at drying-up village 
ponds after the monsoon to feast on the concentrating refugee frogs and 
fish. Rises with a flash of the white wings and flies with deliberate rather 
lazy flapping, neck parUy extended as in the LitUe Green Heron, not 
folded back as in thc Grey Heron. 

FOOD. Frogs, fish, crustaceans, water beetles, and other insects. Mud- 
skippers or neota {Periopkthalmus) from Udal s^vamps, and O^da crabs 
from ben\’ccn tidemarks on the sandy seashore specifically recorded. Also 
among insect food thc following identified: Brachytsypes achalirms, Atracta^ 
merpha crermtata, Osya sp., Crocothemis servillioj Pelogonus marginalus, Trithems 
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palltdinerviSy Plafygompkis dolobratus, pysticus spp., Chrotogorms spp., graisliop' 
pen, dragonfly larvae, crickets, ants, etc. 

VOICE and calls. A harsh croak when suddenly flushed. Birds in t 
nesting colony constantly utter a conversational wa^koo — very human- 
like — interlarded with short croaks. 

BREEDINO. Usually in small groups of its own species, or mixed 
night herons, egrets, eprmorants, etc. Perhaps less colonial than fosay 
others of the family. Season, in most parts of the subcontinent May to Septeffl* 
ber; in south India and Ceylon November to Fcbruaryi in Ccylos tw 
August, dfesl, an untidy’ structure of twigs, slightly more substantial than a 
dove’s nest. Built in isolated large trees or clumps such as of tamarind or 
mango, often growing in the midst of a noisy tosvn or village, and not 
necessarily close to water. Colonies also sited in wiilosvs, as in Kashn^i 
or in babool {Acacia arabica) or tamarisk ( Tamarix sp.) standmg in v^ttr, the 
nests between two and four metres above the surface ; likewise in i^* 
groves. If undisturbed, thc same sites arc used year after y^ and tend » 
become tradirional. Eggs, 3 to 5; smooth, fine-textured, typical broad ovali 
of the family, pale sea green in colour. Average size of one hundred egg* 
38*0 X 28*5 mm. (Baker). Believed to pair for life, but this not provm- 
Both sexes take part ia nest building; apparently thc male chiefly responnWe 
for collecting thc material which thc female puts together. Both 
incubate and feed the young. Period of incubation 24 days (Lambs, r 4 « 
I(l)-I&63). Feeding done by regurgitation as in the Grey and Green 
Herons (qq.v.), with vigorous bilbseizing and demands by thc young. 

Museum Diaonosis 


URASVREMENTS 

Wing 

BUI 

Tiujm 

Taa' 



' (ftom feathers) 



cr9 

199-230 

60-67 

60-64 

73-84 tnm. 


' 



(Baker) 

Sebeer (loc. cit. infra) gives 

for Indian birds: 




Wing 

’ ' Bin 


Tanu* 



length 

depth at hue 


ri'd’ 

194-230 

48-66 

12-15 

50-^3 m®* 


(210-9) 

(60-6) 

(13-8) 

(56-6) 

V V 

182-224 

51-66 

11-15 

49-62 mffl. 


(198-4) 

(58*8) 

(12-9) 

(54-5) 


Weight 10 cP 9 175-310 (av. 215) gm. (BNHSj. , 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. * Iris Icmon ycllow. Orbital skin 7^^ 

Bill greeniah yellow ^th blue on base, homy on middle part of culmcn, » 
top and tides of anterior third. Legs and feet dull green; claws pale homy* P*® 
dingy ydlowish white • (Biswas). 
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In fiili breeding dress the legs and feet in soms individuals become bri^t salmon 
{Ksk. In the majorit/ there is merdy a brightening of the ydlow. 


42a. Maldivian Pond H er on* Ardeola gn^ pfallipsi Scheer 

Ardioia gre^ pfdUipsi Scheer, 1960, biol. Franldurt am Main, 41: 145 

(IGtadu, Addu Atoll, Maldives) ■ ' 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAi. MAKS. Huda rabuUi (Maldivian). 

SIZE. Same as 42. 

Fizto CHAitACTZRS. Same as for 42. See Musetnn Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBxmoN and HABITAT. Racc pecnltar to the Maldive Is. 
Found on the southernmost atolls Addu and Suadiva. Afiects freshwater 
ponds and rain puddles; also tidal mudflats. 

GEKERAi. HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAT.TJ5. Similar to 42. Recorded as 
eating frogs, sHnks, small fiyh, shrimps and insects. Has been observed 
jabbing at large land crabs with the heavy bill. 

- BEEEDiNO. No information.' 

MtJSEUM Diackosb. Differs from the nominate form in having a more xnasive 
biU’in the male, and shorter tarsus in the female. Outermost primaries in adult pure 
white instead of dusky. 

SOASaazSCEMTS 



■VKng 


BiU , 

Tanus 



length 

depth at bale 


<?d’ 

207-220 

64-68 

14-5-16 

54-67 mm. 


(21M) 

(65-8) 

(15) 

(57-6) 

99 

186-199 

53-58 

12-5-14 

49-52 mm. 


(190-6) 

(56-5) 

(13-1) 

(50-1) 

COLOUBS or BASZ 

PAKIS. ' 

Iris goldcn >-ellow. Bill ycHow. Legs pale yellow-green 


becoming deeper yrilow in c? d* and more rose in 9 9 during the breeding season. 
Weight of type specimen 230 gm.*, (Scheer). 

43. Chinese Fond Heron. Ardala bacchu (Bonaparte) 

Suphxu haeAas Bonaparte, lu55. Conap. Av., 2(1) (Malay Fernanda) 

Baker, FBI, No. 2230. VoL 6; -355 
Plate 6, &g. 7. , 

LOCAL NASOS. Lamprc (Klanipur). 

SIZE. Indian Pond Heron 4-; length c, 52 cm. (21 in.). 

FIELI) CHARACTERS. Slightly larger than Indian Pond Heron and Very 
similar to it in non-breeding plumage- 

Adult (breeding). Abovet head and ncclc, with long lanccoHte nuchal 
crest, dark xnaroon-^estnut. Back and some scapulars blackish slaty. Below, 
diin and throatwlutc; elongate breast plumes darkmaroon-chestnut, blackish 
towards ends. Rest of body including wings and tail white; the outer two 
or three primaries brownish at tip. Sexes aUke. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rctidcnt; shifting locally. Eastern 
Assam, Manipur, East Pakistan, Andaman islands. Affects marshes, and 
e%*cry sort of inland and tidal wters, as the Indian bird (q.v.). 



^Vmtcr plumage, X r. | 


ExiralimitaL China from Kansu and the Tsinling Mts south to Burma, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Hainan and Borneo. Wanderer to Japan (non-breeding). 

BREEDING. Brccds in the eastern Brahmaputra Valley in Assam (Lakhim- 
pur), westward to about Tczpur, in small mixed heronries together with 
Indian Pond Herons and the usual assoriates. Season, chiefly May to July- 
August. JVkr^ and eggs not different from those of the Indian bird, the latter 
3 to 5 pale sea green. Average size of 50 eggs 37*7 x 28 • 4 mm. (Baker) . 

Museum Diagnosis. Non-breeding plumage differs from A. grqxii only in being 
somewhat more brown and buff on the head and neck, and rather deeper brown on 
back and scapulars. 

MaASUREMENTS , 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathen) 

(f9 195-238 61-69 ’ 60-64 .72-90. mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irij dccp goldcH ycUow. Orbital skin greenish ycIto%^'. 
Bill yriiow, blackish on terminal quarter, bluish at base. Legs and feet yeIio^vuh 
green, the soles still paler: possibly as in grqjtii salmon pink in some breeding 
individuals, but not recorded. 

Genus Bubulcus Bonaparte 

Buhulats ^naparte, 1855, Comp, Rend. Acad. Sd. Paris, 40; 722- Type, by 
tauton>Tny, Ardea ibis Linnaeus s Ardea bubulaa Audouin 

Included by some authors in Ardfcla. Differs from Egreita by its shorter bill and 
fccL Naked portion of tibia shorter than inner toe without claw. Breeding plumage 
very distinctive, consisting of golden buff hair -like plumes on head and back. 

Only a single species inhabiting the warmer parts of Europe and Asia, and all 
Africa. Has spread to America within recent years. 


44. Cattle Egret. Bubulcus ibis coromandus (Boddaert) 

CttnfToma e onm ojida Boddaert, 1783, Table PL cnium.: 54 (Coromandel) 
Baker, FBI No. 2226. VoL 6; 349 
Plate 7. fig- 5 

LOCAL NAMES. Surkhto-bcglS, Bodamx-bdglS, Dcria bdglo, Cdt bdgld (Hindi), Go 
bak, Cii bSk (Bengal); Samti konga (Tclugu); Ohm kokXu (Tamil, Ceylon); Harak^ 
kokka (Sinhala); Johogali (Assam); Oo^Sjidi khao (Marathi); Kttrk pakkhi (Sind); 
San-durtg-il ’following after cattle* — Manipur); KSlim^U (Malayalam). 
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SIZE, Village hen; length e. 51 cm. (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. In non-brccding plumage a lanky snow-w'hitc bird 
very similar to Little Egret, usually seen in attendance on grazing cattle, 
not necessarily near ^vater. Alw'ays identified from Little Egret by j/tllow 
bill contra black. In breeding plumage unmistakable: golden buff on head, 
neck, and back, the feathers disintegrated and hw-Uke. Sexes alike. 



status, DisTPJBunoN and habitat. Resident, but in the Himalayas 
migrating to lower elevations in wntcr. Throughout the subcontinent, 
Ceylon, and the Andaman, Nicobar, Laccadive, and Maldive islands, 
Plins, and cultivated Himalayan duns and valleys up to at least 1500 m. 
altitude (Nepal), and to c. 1200 m. (posably lugher) in the peninsular lulls 
and plateaux (c.g. Sahyadris, Nilgiris), often as a d^y commuter fixim 
lower lc\'cls. Almost invariably in attendance on grazing animals, domestic 
or wild. In recent years the species has spread to and colonized widely in 
S. America and the U.S.A. 

Extralirraledly the race coromandus occurs in Burma, the Indochinese 
coimtrics, Malaysia, S. China, Korea, S. Japan, Formosa, Hainan, Philip- 
pines, Sunda islands, Celebes (Sulawesi), and Ceram as resident, migrant, 
or on passage. 

general habits. Gregarious. Usually seen in attendance on graring 
village cattle on damp grassy mar^ns of tanks as well as dry fallows and 
forest glades far removed firom water. Also ^%^th grazing herds of wild 
buffaloes, or rhinoceros wallowing in swamps and bheels in Assam, The 
birds stand around amongst or on the backs of the animals fearlessly. Or 
stalk alongside running energetically in and out bcUvecn their legs and 
pouncing on grasshoppers and other insects disturbed by the aiumals* 
progress, Evcr>' now and again the long flexible neck and pointed bill limges 
out at the fleeing quarry^. Sometimes a bird will complacently settle on and 
walk along the body of a v.'allowing animal to explore the inside of its car 
or some less accessible part. Blood-sucking flies, ticks and other pararitic 
insects are picked off the sides and bellies of the grazing animals by the 
birds springing up for them as they scurry alongridc, or from other parts 
while riding upon the animals* heads or backs. To capture bluebottle flies 
{Musca voTTnloria) off the law herbage, the bird p>oiscs its bill, cranes forward 
and sways its neck comically from ride to side as if taking aim, and jabs at 
the insect. 

Berides attending on cattle they sometimes collect in large gatherings 
(of up to scs’cral hundred strong) at inundated ploughed fields where the 
freshly turned up soil provides ample feeding. They consort freely with 
vultures at slaughter-houses and animal carcase dumps on the outskirts 
of towns, for the flies and maggots these unsavoury places provide. Cattle 
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egrets have favourite roost trees, shared wth crows, mynas, and other birds, 
to which they resort every evening flying in a more or less disorderly rabble 
in the characteristic heron style — neck folded back, head hunched between 
the shoulders, and legs tucked under the tail, projecting behind l»ki» a rudder, 

FOOD. Chiefly insects. From stomach contents the following have been 
identified: Sarcophagidae, Agrotis sp. larvae, Chrotogorms spp^ Amdivm 
amiginosipn and other grasshoppers, carabid beetles, earth-worms, and 
files (Muscidae). To a minor extent tadpoles, frogs and lizards. 

VOICE and'CALLs. A low croak uttered when one bird is supplanting 
another, especially at nest colony. Normally very silent 

BREEDING. Scoson, mainly June- to August in N. India; November to- 
February in the south; February to July in Ceylon. In grogll to medium 
rized colonics of its own, but more usually xnix^ with cormorants, night 
herons, egrets, etc., in large trees such as mango, tamarind, or peepul, 
often standing in the midst of a noisy bazaar — •even within popukms citfrs 
lila Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta — not necessarily close to water. Eggs, 
3 to 5, broad ovals, very pale sea green, almost white or akim-inilk blue. 
Average size of 80 eggs ^‘1 X 36*5 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in nest 
building, incubation, and feeding the young by reg u rgitation as in Purple 
Heron (q.v.). Incubation period imdetermined. 

Minzinf Diacnoss 

irCASURZMZNTS 

Wing Bm Tama Tail 

(from feathen) 

^9 240-260 5a-fr6 82-92 85-96 mm. 

Males avenge a little larger than females. 

Wright 2 oo? 450, 475 gm. (B.MHS). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris goldcn ydlow. Bin yrilow; orbital and facial akin 
yellow. Legs and feet black, the upper parts oTthe tilaa, and soles, yeflow 
or yellow (Baker) 

Genus Eoretta Forster 

EgrtSSa T. Forster, 1817, Syn. CaL Brit Bds.: 59. Type, by monot y p y, Jsdta geroxtSa 
Linnaeus 

Contains those egr ets whirii in the br ee d in g leas on devdop ornamental 
on the badt as wdl su, in some cases, on the b reast head. AH are white at all 
s easo ns with the exception of E gdais and E scera wfaldi are dhTw.> f p hie with also 
slaty phase. Smaller than birds of the genus Ardea and with Tmx-h y| fr> d »T rr Hlb 
and thinner necks. In vnnter plumage the spedes »n be cEstingmihed riiiefly by 
rise. 

Sec Key, p. 50. 

45. Large Egret or Great White Heron. Linnaeus* 

Ardea alba lonnaan, 1758, SysL NaL, ed. 10, 1 : 244 (cs Eeeopa » Sweden) 
Baker, FBI No. 2222, VoL 6: 345 

LOCAL NAX2S. Same as nexL 

SIZE. Grey Heron ±5 length c. 96 cm. (38 in,); standing c, 75 to 
top of head. 

*£^rrtl* e£ 5 e has been iransfctTtd 10 ETOos d 
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nEtJ> CHARACTERS. A large lanky snow-white heron-Iikc marsh bird 
with bare blacBsh legs, long slender neck and head, and pointed hlack- 
and-ydlow or ydlow bill. In the breeding season a bunch of ornamental 
filamentous plumes (aigrettes) develops on the back, falUng over beyond 
the taiL Sexes alike. Solitary. 

STATUS, nrsTRiBUTroN and habitat. Rare winter straggler into West 
Pakistan and Uttar Pradesh. Affects jheels and marshes. 

ExtrdimUd. Breeds in SE. Europe, W, and N. Asia to SE. Siberia, 
N. China, N. Japan. ^ 

OEKBRAL BAsm. Scc next. 

Museuii DiAONOsn. For plumages etc scc Wiihcrby 1939, 3: 139. 

KEASUaSUEMTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(&om feathers) 

o»<? 410-465 110-135 170-215 140-185 mm. 

9 9 400-450 110-132- ~ — 

COLOURS OR BARE PARTS. Ifis ydlow. Bill black, base yellow (ad. summer), all 
ydlow (ad. winter & juv.); lores and roimd eyes green j legs and feet black-hrown, 
■ides yellowish, toes greenish black (Witherbv). 

46. Eastem Large Egret. Ardea alba modesla J. E. Gray 
Asita modistaj^ E. Gray, 1831, ZooL Misc.: 19 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 2223, Vol. 6 : 346 
Plate 7, fig. 1 ' 

LOCAL HAUU. Afdidftg biglSy Turta bSgla (?), Tar biglS, BSda bagla (Hindi); 
DhSr hBkt BSM hok (Bengal) ; Bor bog (Assamese in Nowgong) ; LdkUnha ( « * standing 
in streams * — Mampur) ; Beddd UUa koKga (Telugu); Mda kanga (Gond); Peria 
wUSi koXku (Tamil, Ceylon) ; Loka sudu kokkot Badadel kokka (Sinhala) ; Sdglo dehho 
(Sind); PerUmUnti (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Grey Heron length c. 91 cm. (36 in.). 

field craraoters. Slightly smaller, other\rise identical wth the 
Ibrcj^ing and.indistinguishable irom it Size variable and deceptive; thus 
in non-breedii^ plumage confusion bet^veen some individuals and the 
Smaller Egret easily possible. In breeding season, especially during various 
nest ceremonies, the diaphanous laceUke plumes of the back arc often 
erected and sprwd out in ‘ showers * — a halo of mist I No crest. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident and nomadic, shifting 
locally with ’water conditions. Throughout the subcontinent and Ceylon. 
Nepal Valley (?) and lowlands, and Maidive Islands in winter. Not recorded 
in Andaman or Laccadive is. ; possible sight record in Nicobars (JBNHS 61 ; 
502). Low country — at jheels and marshes, rivers, tidal estuaries, etc. 

Extrdimitcl. Bunna, eastward through the Indochinese countries and 
Malaysia to S. and CL China, S. and C. Japan, south and east to Australia. 

GENERAL RABiTB. Usually solitary, and seldom more than two or three 
separated individuals amongst fee^g groups of the two smaller spedes. 
More gregarious when nesting, but everywhere less abundant, more widely 
scatter^, and less communal than the other egrets. Beha^our and feeding 
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habits very similar to the Grey Heron's (q.v.). Flight with raih ^ 
dchberate flapping of the broad brings, typically hcron-Uke — y 
coped, head pulled in between the shoulders, legs tnuling bchini 
disturbed and suddenly taking off, and also during short for^® vjT 
the long slender neck is fully extended, and twisted this 
seemingly to counterbalance the swaying legs and produce an even led. ^ 

FOOD. Fish, frogs, crustaceans, water insects, etc. 

VOICE and calls. Except for an occasional throaty croak when one hri 
is supplanting a rival, very silent. 

BREEDING. Colonial, in mixed heronries of storks, darters, cormonsi. 
Smaller and Little Egrets; etc. Season, July to Septeraber in Sind airi? 
India; November to February in the south; December to May in Cc\-fe 
Mst, a flimsy twig platform, c. 25-35 cm. in diameter, seemingly too bsjS 
for the bird. BuHt in trees of medium to large size standing by themiehts 
or in a grove or copse, either partially submerged or on rabed ground awit 
from water, In,thc latter case it may be a large pcepul or tamarind treeh 
the midst of a noisy town or overhan^ng a public highway, with ai mirs 
as 40 to 50 nests of this species in addition to others'. Babool {Aeana araJh) 
and kandi (Prosapts sptdgera) trees in the KeoJadco Ghana Sanctuary rf 
Rajasthan, and tamarisks in the riverain and canal areas of Sind art 
commonly patronized. The nests here are scattered amongst those ofotla 
species in the heronry without any suggesrion of segr^ation. Eggj, 3 cir( 
smaller but otherwise identical with those of the Grey Heron. A\’efa 55 
size of60 eggs 54*0 X 38*6.mm. (Baker). Both sexes build the nejt,incula!* 
and feed the young by regurgitation, as described. Incubation period 
unrecorded; in the nominate race {alba) it is said to be ‘pn)b3b)y2>15 
days 

Museum Diagnosis, For description of plumages etc. see 'Witherby 1939, 3; 135 
for the nominate race, from which modtsta differs only in being sniaUcr. GesenSf 
distinguishable from Egrelta i. intermedia (next species) by its ^vmg length of re 
350 mm. and tarsus over 160 mm. contra wing under 350 and tarsus under ISOca 
But iemales are smaller, and furthermore there is considerable individual v'amdn 
in size, sometimes producing an overlap or near-overlap in these measurenseoa 
Therefore, identifying individual examples in non-breeding plumage is not alw3}i 
satisfactory, and in some cases even impossible. 


MEASUREMENTS 




Wing 

BiU 

Tanus 

Tti! 




(from feathers) 


China specimens 

5 (?(? 

360-370 

109-111 

173-5-175 

139-15000. 

(Foochow) 




(one 163) 

13W43na, 


4 5 5 

345-361 

95-104 • 

152-157 

Breeding males have the train of dorsal ornamental plumes projeednj ftotailfflit 
92 to 165 mm. beyond tip of tail; females about 38 to 90 mm. (La Touche 1931-4, 

2:446). 





M- 


Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 




(from stuU) 


125'5-I« nn- 

Indian specimens 

,6 <?(?> 

355-375 

103-117 

146-165 

(Gujarat & 
Ceylon) 

6 5 9 

337-365 

97-100’5 

136-160 

120-138 on. 
(SA,invi 
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Baker gives the range oC moJala o’? as Wing 354-391 j bill (from fea(he„) 
I04-I16 mm. and says ‘ Bill much more slender than in E, a, alba ’ 

cotouRS or BAWI PARTS. Breeding! Iris bright lemon-yellow. BUI black, yeifow 
at base. Orbital skin and lores bright verdigris green. Legs: tibia bright rose-pink; 
tarsus and feet pinkish brown or black. Non-breeding; BiU orange-yellow. Orbital 
and facial skin greenish yellow. Legs, feet, and claws, black. 

MiscELLANi^ous. Longevity, A. a. alba: r. 10 years {Ring, 1962, 33: 140). 

47, 48. Smaller or Median Eg;ret. Egretta inlermtdia inUrmtdia (Wagler) 

Ardta inumitdia Wagler, 1829, Isis von Oken, col. 659 (Java) 

Egreita intermedia palleuca Dcignan, 1947, Pioc, Biol. Soc, Washington 60(l): 97 
(Muang Chiang Rai, Siam) 

Baker, FBI No. 2224. vol, 6: 347 
Plate 7, fig. 2 

COCAL NAMES. PdtdngkhS taglS, Pdtokka bdgfd, Kdrchid bdgta (Hindi) j Korehj 6dk 
(Bengal) ; B&glo dthho (Sind) ; Long kbong song (Manipur) ; Vltlldi kokku (Tamil) ; Sudu 
kokka (Sinhala); TV/lo Aortga (Telugu). 

SIZE. lacngth e, 45 cm,. (26 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Slightly smaller, othcnvisc very like Eastern Lat^e 
Egret; non-breeding birds often indistinguishable from it. In breeding 
plumage presence of decomposed filamentous plumes on back as well as breast 
diagnostic. No crest. Sexes alike. Less solitary than Large, less gregarious 
than Little Egret, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and nomadic, shifting 
locally writh water conditions. Throughout the subcontinent, Ceylon, Anda-’ 
man and Nicobar islands. Low country and plateaux; to about 140o in. 
altitude in Nepal Valley. Affects jheels, marshes, inundations; also 
coastal backwaters, tidal estuaries, and mangrove s^vamps. 

JExtrafimitfl/. Burma, Thailand, Indochinese countries, Malaysia, cast 
to China and Japan, south to Greater Sunda Is. and the Philippines. Resident 
in some of the areas, migratory in others. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not different from Large Egret except that it is 
somewhat more social even in the non-breeding season, occasionally se<ai in 
small flocks. 

BREEDWO. Colonial, in mixed heronries with the usual associates. 
Season, nest, and nest sites as in the previous spedes. In Sind inundated 
forest, and in Kuich and other coastal areas tidal znang;rove 
forests arc commonly resorted to for nesting. Eggs, 3 or 4, sometimes 5, pale 
sea green, smooth-surfaced broad ovals. Average size of 60 eggs 47-6 x 
35*8 mm. (Baker). As in other egrets, both sexes share all domestic chores. 
Incubation period imdetcrmincd, but believed to be about 21 days. 

Museum Dtacnosis. For distinguishing this from E. a^modesla see remarks under 
that spccia. 

Egretta inUnudia pellnua Dcignan is based on ihe mistaken piemisc that e^irm 
birds retain a^ellow bill at all seasons. La Touche (1931-4, 2: 447), and Smij-thica 
(1953: 529) botlFdacribc the bill as black in «hc breeding season, and the fornvrr as 
‘ vcllo-w, pointed with black in winter *, therefore exaedy as in topical tntnmfdie from 
western India. There seems no justification for retaining this race. 
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UXA5UREUENT3. Baker gtves as foUowS! 

\Ving . BiU Tanus T»3 

(from feathers) 

^*9 304-333 73-97 122-148 IlWSJmni. 

(once 354) (twice 68, (once 114) 
once 118) 

Three specimens from Travancore, Ceylon and Rajasthan measure: 

2 ri’ri’ wing 302, SI6; bill (I) 94 (from skull), (I) 77.5 (from feathen);^^ 
ni'5.120;taa 121*5, 124 mm. 1 9 wing 294; biU (from feathers) 69; tsmfl 123 
tail 117 mm. 

Weight I o? 900 gm. (BNHS). ' 

COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Iris lemoQ«yelIow. Bill black, yellow at base (brerdicj 
lemon-yellow, dusky at tip browner at base (pon~hrecdiDg). Naked lores and 
orbital skin yellowish green (breeding); yellowish (non-breeding), 
feet dusky bbek, greenish on the joints and tibia. Rose-pink or salmoa*ptai m kl 
of breeding birds unrecorded in this spedes. 


49. Little Egret. Egretta gargetta garzetta (Unnactu) 

' Ardea Ccrietta Xannaeus, 2766, Syst Nat, ed. 12, 1: 237 
(' Oriente * » northeast Italy) 

Baker, FBI No. 2225, Vol. 6: 348 
Plate 4, fig. 7 and Plate 7, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. , JCUchia OT KdrddS bdgld (Hindi); BdrSra (Sind); Odtetaiordd^ 
(Bengal); Tetm hog (Assamese in Nowgong); CnitmS telUt hagaCtAagdil 
oeJIdikok^ (Tamil, C^lon); Sudu kokka (Sinhala) ; OiamemCnti (Midayd*®'* ^ 
SIZE. Village hen wth longer neck and legs; length c. 63 cm, (2^ 
FIELD CHARACTERS. A lanky snow-white waterside btrd^ 
replica of the Large and Me dian Egrets. Similar also to non-breedmS 
Egret but distinguished from it at 'all seasons by blad: v. yellow W 
coloured legs and feet (black and yellow), and also muafly by 
breeding season develops a droojring nuchal crest of two 
plumes in addition to filamentous ornamental feathers on both 
(scapulars) and breast; the latter less decomposed. Sexes alike. 



STATUS, DmriiBUTiON and habitat. Resident, shifting ^ 

water conditions. Throughout the subcontinent, chiefly 
plateaux; to about 1400 m, altitude in. the Himalayas (Nepal 
at least 9(X) m. in the peninsular hills. Also Ceylon, Andaman, 
Laccadive (?), and Maidive islands. Affects inland 
jheels, inundated paddyfields, etc. Rarely tidal estuaries, mu 
backwaters; hardly ever the seashore. 
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Exfrelimstsl. S. and E. Europe, N. and £. Africa, hCddle East, Iran, 
Afghamrtan, Burma, Malaysia, east to China, Hainan, and Japan, Partly 
migratory. 

oaxERAi. HABITS. Morc gregarious than the tv.-o larger white egrets, 
tanally in flocks on the edge of water or wading in the shallov*-s. Still-hunts 
or stalks prey in the characteristic heron manner, lun^g out with its 
flearible neck and dagger hill to seize die quarry. Flies with steady but 
leisurdy flaps of the broad roimded wings, head and neck drawn in W’hen 
commuting or on long flights. Roosts on favourite trees (‘ rookeries *) in 
association \wth other species. 

FOOD. Fish, fings, crustaceans, water insects, etc. 

SRTxniyo. Coloiflal, in mixed heronries, •S'mon, July to September in 
Sind and N. India; November to February in the south; December to May 
in Ceylon — dependent on water conditions. A'crf, the typical flims}* cupped 
structure of twigs — only slightly more substantial than a dove’s — ptced 
2 to 6 metres up 'in a tree, single or one of a grove standing in a tank or 
jhed, or on dry land; sometimes away from water and in the midst of a 
village or town. The nests are often close together, e%'cn touching others of 
the same or diflerent spedes. Inundated tamarisk forests in Sind, and 
partially submerged babool and kandi jungle in monsoon-flooded seznl* 
desert areas in NW. India (Kutch, Rajasthan, etc.) arc favourite nesting 
rites. Similarly situated BaningUmia reemosa grov’es and Pandimus thickets 
in South India (Vedanthangal* in Madras; Sriiangapatnam in M>*sore), 
and mangroves in the Bengal Sunderhans are also r^ularly patronized. 
But smaller heronries are scattered all over the country. Eggs, 3 to 5, typi- 
cally heron, pale blue-green broad ovals with a smooth texture. Average 
size of GO eggs 44*4 x 31*7 Tnm. (Baker). As in the family, both sexes share 
all the domestic chores. Feeding of young etc. as in the spedes described. 
Incubation period 21 — ^25 days. 

Museum Diacsoss. For details of plumages cte. see ‘Withexby 1939, 3: 141. 

MEASUKZMEKTS 



Wing 

Bin 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

(JP 

257-289 

79-91 

(from akuB) 

99-110 

92-108 mm. 
(Baker) 


260-295 

85-92 

100-110 

90-110 mm. 

0 9 

(240) 250-282 

78-90 


— 


(Witherby) 


Weight 5 oo? 320-420 (av. 390-6) gm. (BXHS). 

COLOUXS OP BARE PARTS. (Breeding and non-breeding) Iris yellow. Fadal «-V ig 
gr emish yellow. Bill black, the gape and base of lower mandible ^•cHowxsh. Tarsia 
and tibia black; feet ■j’cllow, g r e e ni s h yellow, or mixed black and yellow; soles 
almost all yeflow. In a female in br eeding condition from Nepal, ‘Ocular «Vm 
bluish purple. Bill black, base of upper mandible bluish purple, lower mandible 
with a small basal area of bluish purple. Legs black, feet orange-yellow ' (Ripley). 

KTSCEiiAKEous. EgTfl Faming: Some years ago this spedes used to be 
extensively and lucratively farmed by the rrarbahars or mohanas (inland 
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fisherfolk) of Sind on many of. the local dhands (jhecls) for their valuable 
ornamental plumes known to the trade as ‘ aigrettes * or * ospreys The 
birds were pinioned and housed in spadous pens of reed matting — 50 or 
60 couples to a pen — where they moved about fiedy and l>ecine quite 
tame. The)' were well fed and cared for, and between h^ch and September 
they paired off, bmlt their own nests from t^vigs provided by the owners, 
laid f^m 3 to 5 eggs, and incubated them. After hatching the chicks were 
left with the parents for about a ^v•eck, then removed and hand reared. They 
attained maturity in about 12 months. The parents commenced laying a 
second dutch almost immediately after the removal of the brood, and soon 
brought up another family. In this way they sometimes produced 4 and 
even 5 successive dutches during the season. The dor^ plumes were 
extracted in a humane manner without injury to the birds. There were four 
pluckings — one every three months — and each bird seldom produced 
less than a tola (11*66 gm.) in the year. Round about the year 1914, the 
feathers fetched firom Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 per tola in the Indian market (even 
* 10 to 28 times their weight in rilver*), but as much as -£15 per oz. 
(28*35 gm.) w'hen smuggled to Europe, a trade which was apparently 
practised on a large scale by specialists in the business! The lack of oSdd 
encouragement to this profitable cottage industry by a controlled relaxation 
of the ban on esport of wild birds* plumage in fevour of genuindy farm- 
produced, feathers — but even more the change in women’s fashions in 
dothing — has >’irtually put an end to the egret-farming industry. But to 
our kno^^’ledge some small ^ret farms existed in Sind up to 1930, and some 
may posribly survive to this day. Whfle the farming concerned the Little 
Egret almost exdurivdy, before statutory protection was given enormous 
numbers of egrets of all spedes w’ere slaughtered by gangs of professional 
hunters, armed with snares and muzzle-loading guns, who scorned the 
countryride visiting one breeding heronry after another and systematically 
slaying the adults, often leaving the nestlings, to starve and perish. In the 
more accessible areas tHs \’andalism had reduwd the ^ret population to 
the verge of extinedon. The species that suffered most were the three white 
egrets — E. alba, E, inlamedia and E, garzstta, but to a lesser degree also the 
Cattle Egret {Buhulcus ibis) and the Reef Heron {Egretia gularis). (For 
detailed accounts sec articles on ‘ Egret Fanning in Sind ’, JBNHS 23: 161 ; 
27: 944; 28: 748, 731.) 


50, Indian Reef Heron. Egrstia gularis sclnstacea (Hemprich & 
Ehrcnberg) 

Ardta {LepUrodas) schisiaus Hemprich it Ehrtnbcrg, 1832, Symb. Phys. Aves, 

(p. 12), pL 6 (Red Sea) 

Asdea Aiha Sykes, 1832, Proc. ZooL Soc. London : 157 (Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No. 2228. Vol 6: 353 
Plate 7. fig. 4 

LOCAi. NAMES. KclS bSglS (Hindi)} TTds&nSrJi (Malayalam) ; ThsmpS konga 
(Tclugu); A<ira» kokke, Aor/u ktlUatajdn (Tamil). 

smE. Same as Little Egret; length c. 63 cm. (25 in.). 
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FiELi) CHARACTERS. General effect as of Litde Egret, but dimorphic. 
Adult in two colour phases: (1) pure white, (2) slaty grey to slaty* blue- 
black, with glistemng white throat and upper forcneck. Some examples 
intermediate, partly %vlute partly slaty. In bnxding plumage a nuchal crest 
of two elongated narrow* plumes and same sort of filamentous plumes on 
back and breast as in little Egret. ^Vhitc phase indistingubhable from 
little Egret except by morc solitary habit and scacoast habitat Sexa alike 
in both colour phases. 



Xc.\ 


Sub-adult (dark phase?). Above, pale ashy grey. Below, «^bm and 
throat white; upper forcneck grey; lower fbrene<i, breast and tmderparts 
including imder tail-covcrts and inner thighs, white. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, nomadic, and local mig- 
rant (see Bree ding ). Northern shores of the Arabian Sea and seaboard of 
West Pakistan (where very common); shores of western India south to 
Ranynku mari , and of northwest Ceylon; Laccadive Is. Rare on the eastem 
coast, only recently recorded as rcrideat and breeding fium cast of Ncllore 
and in the neighbourhood of Pulicat lagoon (Kirkpatrick, JBNHS 58: 275), 
Affects sandy and rocky seashores, tidal lagoons and mudflats, and man- 
gim-e swamps. Once far inland, Hyderabad, A.P. (Nca>*olL 1967, JBNHS 
65: 216). 

Extrslitrdtal^ Coasts of Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, and Persian Gulf. 
GEKERAi. HABITS. SoHtaxy and somewhat crepuscular. Occasional 
separated twos and threes, both colour phases together. Gr^;arion3 at nest 
colonics, Wades stealthily into shallow surf on tidal mud, or among rock 
pools left by recedii^ tide, and secures prey by jabbing at it with the pointed 
bill and flexible neck. Often seen sitting hunched up on a partly submerged 
rock or fishing stake patiently waiting for the tide to ebb to resume hunting. 
^^^lile stalking in the shallow surf, sometimes suddenly raises unopened 
wings at the armpits, Icvd with the back, crouching forward furtivdy on 
flexed legs (as in a bird about to settle on eggs), wadh^ deeper almost to 
belly, peering intently into the water, neck craned out and bill poised in 
readiness. From time to time also suddenly flicks the wings open and shut, 
quite obviously* to stampede lurlring or ‘ frozen * prey by the sudden move- 
ment* Flight and gen er a l briiaviour not different to Uttle Egret’s, though 
usually more mobile and active when hunting. 

FOOD, lish, crabs, molluscs, etc. The mudsKpper {Pm^hSScIsisu), 
procured in tidal mud, is a regular food item of adults and nestlings, 

VOICE and CALLS. Very silent. A* riiort throaty croak somedmes h eard 
W'hen one bird b supplanting a rivaL 

BREEDD 50 . Crtlnritalj usually in scgT^atcd hcTonrics of own speQes, 
but also rriTxi»d with other egrets and pond and night herons. Season, between 
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April and August in Sind (Karachi city and harbour) and Kutch (Gul 
of Kutch); end of May in Ceylon (Ghilaw; rare). No record elsewhere in 
between, therefore possibly migrates locally to special areas, ^est, the usual 
untidy structure of twigs, occasionally plucked green and with leaves still 
attached. In large trees such as peepul {Ficus religiosa), jamun {Eigenia 
jambolarji). Rain Tree {Piihccelobium dulce) and others standing on dry 
ground, with the colony overflowing on to adjacent trees. But the normal 
rite is coastal mangrove s^vamp»s subject to inundation at high tide, the 
nests being placed in trees and bushes of Rhizophora, Aoicemda, and Sonmratia, 
etc. Both the dark and pale phases breed together in tlje same colony, but 
white mated to white and slaty to slaty only; no evidence here of slaty and 
white birds paired together as in Africa. Eggs, 3 or 4, exactly like those of the 
Little Egret in colour, shape, and texture of shclL A^•e^age rize of 50 eggs 
44*9 X 34*3 •mm. (Baker), ^th sexes share all the domestic chores. As in 
most herons the male collects the twigs and fetches them to the nest where 
the female puts them together. Incubation commences with the first egg, 
accounting for marked disparity in growth of young in the same brood. 
Nest-feeding done by r^uigitation as described. Period of incubation 
undetermined. The nests contain cither all white or aH grey chicks each. 
Only a angle case observed of 2 white, 1 grey (one of the parents was white, 
the other not seen). None of the white chicks are snow-white, all being more 
or less dappled with grey, thus different firom little Egrets’. No adult white 
bird retains the grey dappling, but adult slaty birds firquently show small 
as>’XQmctricaI wMte patches on the wings. 

Muszuh Diagnosis. In ertrcmcly di£6cnlt to distinguish E, gerzetSa garzeUs 
from white phase of £. gdaris sefdslsaa. Propordons and colours of legs and toes 
(pardcolojrcd) the same in both. Plumages both breeding and non-breeding also 
identical, including the ornamental plumes. Tbe only constant differtmee is: bill 
K iarV the alwaj^s white E gerzeUs gerzsSts agamst homy brown or even yeffowah 
in E gdaris jctotoai, whether in the daiL or the white phase. It has been suggested 
hat the dimorphic E g. sddstsssa may only be ecdo^cal pop u la ring s oTEg. gerzetta 
adapted to a marine habitat. Contrary to experience in India, dark and white 
birds often found paired together in the same colonies in Africa, and dark and white 
in the nest. Furlhcnnore, in East Africa E g. gerztSSa has several colour 
phases — pale lavender grey, sooty grey, dark sooty grey, and blackish slate, with 
intennediates. The problem of these colour phasm is not properly understood. The 
difiermt coloration does not depend on age or sex. 

MEASUaZMXNTS 

Vfmg Bin Tarsus Tail 

2S7-301 • 94-101 97-102 102-112 mm. 

(from feathers) (Baker) 

Wright 5 oo? 355-460 (av. 421) gm. (BNHS). 

coLOUss or BABB PARIS. Variable. Adult: Iris ydlow. B2I homy brown above, 
ydlofw i sh at base on Iow*er mandible; or largely bright yrilow (m slaty phase). 
L egs feet particolouied ta bs E gvzstSa: tarsus black; toes yrilowrish 

brown (dark phase), largely ^tllow or gr rmiih yellow (white phase). 

In nestlings, naked skin betwee n father buds, and apterxa, yrifewihgrey- 
g p fi '-i- feet yeDowjsh green and browm. 

Ira grey in very young; lighter grey (almost vhitah) in ^er nestEags. 
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51. Eastern Reef He r o n . Egretta sacra (Gmclin) 

Ardta s&cra Gmdin, 1789, Syrt. Nat. 1(2): 640 (Tahiti) 

Baker, FBI No- 2227, VoL 6: 351 

xxicAZ. TUicES. Unrecorded. 
gizE. LcngA c. 58 cm. (23 in.). 

riEiD CHARACTEM. Slightly gmallg than the last, otherwise of same 
general effect and maritiine habitat. 

Adult, Also dimorphic like No. 50: (1) pure white, (2) dark slaty 
grey or slaty black, widi a white streak down middle of chin and throat. 
In breeding plumage both phases distinguishable from E, g. schisUtcca by a 
bushy nuchal crest, eenira crest of two lanccolated plumes in the latter. 
Feathers of lower foreneck long, lanceolate, overhan^g breast ^ng 
lanceolate plumes on back (scapulars and mterscapulars) rcachmg to middle 
of tail, ending in paler slaty grey than rest of plumage. Sexes alike. 
Sub-adult. Pied or mottled, in intermediate colour stages. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident in the Anda m a n and 
Nicobar islands. Affects rocky pordons of the coasts. 

Extralimilal, From the eastern coasts of the Bay of Bengal eastward — 
Burma, Malaysia, to the coasts of southern China Sea, S, Korea, S. Jap^, 
Philippines, Sunda Islands, Moluccas, Celebes, New Guinea, South Pacifre 
islands, N. Australia, New 2^ea]and. 

oENERAi. HABITS. Vciy similar to the last. Solitary. Keeps to the rocky 
sea coast and squelchy tidal mud exposed at low water, or sits hunched 
up on a partially submerged rock or mangrove tree waiting for the ebb. 

FOOD. Fish, especially the mudskipper {Periophthalrrms)^ crabs, and 
occasionally insects, such as grasshoppers, obtained on bare ground above 
tide level. 

VOICE. An occasional * grunted croak or orh when feeding, presumably 
to signalize the acquisition of an unduly tasty morsel ’. Also a longer 
barshbr, arrh when alarmed (Gibson-HiU). Normally silent, 

BREEDINO. Colonial. SeasoTit May to July and up to S^tember. JVkrt, 
the usual rough untidy stick platform. Placed on rocks in hollows and 
crevices, in stunted Ficus trees, low thorny bushes up to a metre from^ the 
ground, or more commonly among mangrove trees in creeks, sometimes 
just above high-water mark (B. B. Osmaston). EggSf 3 or 4, pale sea 
green, typical of the herons. Average size of 50 eggs 44*8 x 33*3 mm. 
(Baker). 

Museum Diaonosb. For details of plumages, and a very full diicussioQ of the 
colour phases etc., see A O. Hume 1874, Stray FeathtrSt 2: 304-9. 

VZASUSIEMEirrS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathas) 

250-293 70-86 72-77 93-98 mm. 

(Baker) 

OOLOUM or BARE FARTi. Variable. Iris yellow. Bill homy brown above, yellow^ 
at base and on lower mandible; often yellow all over in white buds. Legs varying 
firom pale yellowish gr e e n (in white birds) to deep dull gre enish or nearly black 
(in dtuk individuals). 


Genus Nvcticorax T. Forster 

NjiHcorax T. Forster, 1817, S>ti. Cat. Brit. Bds.: 59. Type, by tautonymy and 
monotypy, J^yctieorax infaiuUis Forster = Ardea f^tuorax Linnaeus 
Bill very stout and deep, much compressed, with culmen distinctly curved- 
upper mandible notched close to dp. Head short and comparatively duck with 
nuchal crest of a fe^' narrow feathers. IVings rounded: 3rd primary (as.) longest 
Tail short, of 12 feathers. Only upper part of tibia feathered. Tarsus long and stout, 
about equal to culmen in length, scutellatcd in front, reticulated behind. 

Genus practically cosmopolitan. 


52. Night Heron. J^jycticorax njKticorax nycticorax (Linnaeus) 

Ardea }{jKticoTax Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 142 (Southern Europe) 
Baker, FBI No. 2233, Vol. 6: 

Plate 4, fig. ID and Plate 6, fig. 14 

LOCAL KAUES. Wook, Ku.'aok, Tar bdgla, Kokrai (Hindi); Bor (Kashmir) ; BodUa 
(Bengal); ChotigXhi (Manipur); Raat buggnl. Rant kokku, Raj K5k (Marathi) 

Waak (Gujarat); Gadri (Sind); Chinta tvdkha (Tclugu); Vukka (Tamil); Toppi kokka 
(Malayalam); Re kana kokkd [SinYisda). 

SIZE. Pond Heron; length c. 58 cm. (23 in.). 

field characters, a stocky grey, white and black manh bird of the 
same general effect as the Pond Heron, with a markedly stouter bill. 

Adult. Above, ashy grey with meuUic greenish black back and scapu- 
lars. Forehead and a streak over eye white; crown, nape, and drooping 
occipital crest black, the last with a few long narrow white plumes. Brioio, 
white; sides of body ashy grey. Sexes alike. ' • * 



X r. J 


Young (immature). Brown, streaked and speckled with rufous, buff, 
and dark brown — rather similar looking, when at rest, to Pond Heron in 
non-breeding plumage. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABrTAT. Resident. Patchily distributed, 
and shifting locally >sdth water condidons.* Throughout the subcontinent, 
up to c. 1900 m, in the Kashmir and Nepal valleys in spring and summer; 
most moving southward in winter. Ceylon, Andaman and Nicobar islands. 
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Not recorded from the Laccadives or Maldives. Affects jheels, tanks, streams, 
and ponds, as well as estuaries, ddal creeks, coastal lagoons and backwaters, 

Extralimital. Central and southern Europe, south to Africa. Middle 
East, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, the Indochinese countries to China and 
Japan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarfous, cTcpuscular and nocturnal except in 
breeding season. Colonics from a dozen to several hundred birds spend 
the daytime roosting in the seclusion of dense Pandanus, mangrove or otiicr 
bufries bordering or overhanging water, or covering a little islet in a river. 
A grove of large leafy trees or a bamboo copse on dry ground, maybe in the 
\ndnity of a village — lofty chenars in Kashmir — do equally well. Here the 
birds sit sluggishly in their charactcrisdc hunched posture, neck drawn into 
^c body, shoulders and back rounded, and blood-red eye staring unblink- 
ingly. Owing to their silent and secretive habits sudi daytime roosts, even 
large and populous ones, are liable to be overlooked uiilcss some disturbance 
causes the birds to fly out, when they will mill around like a rabble of flying 
foxa before resettling. At dusk they bestir themselves, flying out singly 
or in small parties in different directions to their accustomed feeding 
groimds by some jhccl or creek. Except when foraging for nest-young, 
feeding is chiefly done in the morning and evening tirilight, and during the 
night. The birds arc active in the quest for food and seldom still-himt in the 
manner of true herons. The flight is strong and direct, wth qmck flaps 
of the rounded wings — reminiscent in the distance, and in silhouette, of a 
flying fox. The thick-set neck is pulled in and shortened, but not folded 
in an S as in the Grey Heron. At the communal roosts and heronries emotion 
of any kind between individual birds is expressed by a momentary raising 
of llic crest and fluffing out of feathers of the neck, breast and back, followed 
occasionally by a jab of the bill at a neighbour. 

VOICE and calls. A single tmmistakabic raucous ivaek or kwaark is 
uttered from time to time while flighting to and from the feeding grounds. 
Partially fledged chicks in the nest or when out clambering among the 
adjacent branches keep up an incessant clamour, click, click, click, etc, for 
being fed. 

FOOD. Fish, frogs, aquatic insects, dragonfly larvae, etc. 

BREEDINO. Colonial. Often in pure colonics of its own, or in icgrcgatcd 
mchallas in mixed heronries, or even individually in imeasy proximity of 
nests of cormorants, egrets, and pond herons. Searort, April-blay in the Vale 
of Kashmir; June-july to September in N. India generally; December to 
February' in S. India; D ecem ber to September in Ceylon. J^est, a rough 
xmtidy.plalfomi of twigs, lometimes flii^ enough for the eggs to be seen 
from below. Placed in the same sort of sites as used for daytime roosts — trees, 
Pandanus or tamarisk bushes standing in or near water, or groves of trees 
(often lofty, as chenars in Kashmir) on dry' land. Eggs, 3 or 4, rarely 5, 
typical of the family, pale blue gre en , longish ovals. Average sire of 50 eggs 
49 '0 X 35 'I mm. (Baker). Both sexes take part in all the domestic chores. 
The nest material is evidently collected chiefly by the male. Incubation 
period not ascertained; giN*en as 21 da^-j for European birds. Great db- 
parity in chicks of same brood owing to the eggs being laid at about 48-hour 
intervals and incubation commencing with the first egg. Chicks fed by 
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regurgitation, as in the family, the parent’s bill bemg seized and violently 
pulled down into the nest to induce dbgorgement. Courtship display 
described in Witherby 1939, 3: 148-9. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumages etc. ice Witherby 1939, -3: 150-2. 


MEASXmEMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tamu 

Tafl 

(?(? 

265-300 

65-80 

65-75 

95-110 mm. 

9 9 

Weight 1 

270-285 

o? 275 gm. (BNHS) 

66-75 

V 


(Witherby) 


COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Iris blood-rcd. Bill black, greenish yellow at base and 
on most of lo^vcT mandible. Naked lores and orbital skin yellowish green. Legs 
and feet dull green. In breeding season bill blacker; legs and feet lemon-yellow. 


orange-red, or pinkish red. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Longevity (m captivity): IS-f years (PZS, 125; 535). 
Genus Gorsachzus Bonaparte 

Corjtuhius Bonaparte, 1855, Consp. Av., 2; 138. Type, by monotypy, /(yetuorax geitogi 
Tcmmlnck 

Plumage variable. Bill as stout as in /(yctieorax but much shorter. Culmen shorter 
than larsxis. Nostrils large, linear, open. Tarsus short, stout, reticulated thrtnigbouL 
Feet small, the toes bordered by a narrow membrane. Tail short, of twelve featb^ 
Head crested; neck short and thick. Wing rounded: 2nd, 3rd and 4lh primaries 
(as.) subequal, the 3rd usually sLghtly the longest. 

53- Malay or Tiger Bittern. Gorsaehxus melanolophus melanolophxis (Raffles) 
Ardia vulanelopka Raffles, 1822, Trans, Lmn. SoC. London. 13(2): 326 
(Western Sumatra) 

Baker, FBI No. 2234, Vd. 6: $61 
Plate 4, fig. 8 and Plate 6, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES. Rdj tog {Msttsti) i ThAvittu kokku (Malayalam);'72/ kokka (Sinhala). 
SIZE. Pond Heron +J length c. 51 cm. (20 ixl). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An unzrustakablc relation of the Pond and Night 
Herons. Reminiscent also of a large Chestnut Bittern (q.v.). 

Adult. Above, crown and long bushy nuchal crest ashy black. Back 
and rest of upperparts largely chcsfriut-cinnamon, closely and finely barred 
with black (hence sometimes called Tiger Bittern). Primaries and secondaries 
greyish black with chestnut and white tips. Tail black, rufcsccnt at Up. 
Below, chin and throat white; foreneck and upper breast sandy-rufoitf 
streal^ with black. Rest of underparts while, blotched and spotted with 
black and rufous on lower breast and abdomen. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, head almost black; nape and long cr^ 
feathers streaked with white. Rest of upper plumage dark brown spotted 
with while, the wings and scapulars with wavy buff barring. Below, chin and 
throat white with a central dark brown streak. Rest of underparts white to 
buff^ ipott^ and barred with dark brown, densely on breast b'ghtly on 
abdomen and flanks. 
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BITTERNS 81 

iTATtB, DunuBOTioN smd HABITAT. One of the peculiar discontinuonsly 
diitributed Indo-Malayan species of e verg re en biotopes Resident in the 
heavy rainfall areas of the southern Western Ghats — Kerala, W. Mysore 
pncluding Nilgiris) north to about Belgaum (c. 15° 50' N. X 74° 31' E,); 
Assam, Maiupur. Winter visitor to C^lon. Foothills and up to at least 
800 m. altitude in SW. India ; up to c. 1 800 m. in Ceylon. Frequents streams 
and marshy patches in thick forest. 



Extrclimial. Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indochina, S. Ghina, Fo rm o sa , 
Borneo, Simiatra, Java. 

toOKATiOH. Very little known. Regular winter srisitor to Ceylon arriving 
on the west coast in October and November. At Jatinga in the Hafiong 
district (e. 25° N. X 93° E.) and in certain other valleys of Assam, birds of 
this spedes, along with several others usually considered non-migiatory, 
are regularly attracted in large nmnbers to lights displayed by the villagers. 
Jatinga lies on a spur flanking the valley at an altitude of about 600 m., 
and the appearance of the Inrds on dark cloudy overcast monsoon nights 
between August and October, flying in a north-south direction, is clearly 
suggestive of some sort of migratory passage. Further investigation is desir- 
able. (For a fuller aecount see Silim Ali, 1962, JBNHS 59 (1) : 128-30.) 

OEKERAi. HABITS. In many lespccts timilar to those of the Night HcTon; 
largely nr'Ctumal. Excessively shy and difficult to apiiroach or observe, but 
perhaps less rare than generally believed. IVhen disturbed feeding at a 
water-hole in dense forest, it ffies off noiselessly with a rapid flapping of 
wings, alighting a short distance away in a thick tree, whence it moves on 
again before it can be approached. 

VOICE and caixs. On the whole very silent. Besides a short croak and 
hisses uttered by an incubating bird when closely approached, nothing 
recorded. When hungry, captive Krds uttered ‘ a rasjnng arh arh arA (a as in 
“hat")’ — G.M. Henry. 

FOOD. Fish, fiogs, Hzaids, molluscs, insects, etc. 

BREEnmo. Siaron, in Assam chiefly hfay and June; in SW. India end May 
to August, during the heaviat rains. Jfest, a flimsy structure of twigs like the 
Pond Heron’s, sometimes with a lining of reeds etc. Usually placed between 
5 and 8 m. up in a small tree overhanging a stream in thick forest. Not 
concealed, but easily overlooked. Rarely in reed beds. Eggs, 3 to 5, white 
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55. little Bittern. Ixahjdms rwmtus vwmtas (lirmaeus) 

in&j mvaOa linnaem, 1766, Syst. Nat., ed. 12, 1:2« (Swicrerland) 

Baker, FBI No. 2236. VoL 6:364 
Plate 6, 11 

local kasck. Got (Kaahmir). 

jizE. Pond Heron — ; length c. 36 cm* (14 in-). 

riELD CHARACTERS. A ‘ hufl c hbackcd * \N'atersdc bird, inmil ar in genera 
effect to the Pond Heron. In flight whitish shoulder patch contrasting with 
blackish wings, suggestive of identity. 

Male (adult). Abort, black, including crown, nape, crest, back, srapulars, 
rump, and innermost secondaries. A large lavender.giey to whitish patch 
on closed sving (coverts) almost masking the blac kish brown ffight feathers 
wlule bird at rest. Sides of head and neck greyish pink or vinous. Below, 
throat and neck white to buff. Upper breast odue, of lanceolate feathers; 
lower breast blackish maroon. Rest of underparts white, the flanks ochre 
•with Cunt dark shaft-lines, , 

Female. Above, chestnut-brown largely replacing black. A chestnut- 
brown shoulder patch. Below, chiefly chestnut and rufous, streaked with 
rufous-buSl 

Young (immature). Above, dark brown with rufous scalloping or 
streaking. Below, chiefly w’hitc and buff, steaked wth chestnut and buff. 

STATTS, DiSTiUBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident; local, and apparently also 
locally nugratory. ^Vest Pakistan (Sind), and northern India (Nepal, 
Uttar Pradesh), cast to Assam (Cachar — Baker), Normally in the lowlands; 
in the vale of Kashmir up to c. 1500 to 1800 m. altitude. Frequents jhccis 
and marshes -with tiuck rc^-beds and other cover. 

ExtraltmiicL Central and southern Europe to 'W. Siberia and Trans- 
caspia, Asia Minor, Israel, Iran, Turkes tan, Afghanistan. N. Africa, 
■wintering south to Cape Colony. Other races in tropical Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand. 

GENERAL HABITS. Non-gT^arious; usually keeping ^gly, rarely ^o 
or three together. I-argcly crepuscular. Skulks in thick reed-beds during 
daytime, amongst the stems, and seldom sho%s's itself except when 

flushed from its retreat. Flics with fairly rapid flaps of the rounded wings, 
head characteristically dravm into the shoulders, close above the water or 
reed tops to pitch into the growth again a short distance away preceded by 
a short gUde. Sometimes seen standing hunchbacked at the edge of a reed- 
bed, longing out wth its bill now and again at some insect or other morscL 
^Vhen suddenly come upon, especially when on nest, the bird ‘ freezes 
stretching the flexible neck to its full length upwards, bill thrust stiffly xntw 
the sky. In this attitude the long slender neck blends so perfectly with die 
surrounding reeds, particularly in the case of the streaked female, that the 
bird becomes astonishingly invisible even at dose range as long as it remmns 
stilL 

VOICE and calls. An occasional frog-like wu.k is recorded in Kashmir. 
In Europe the male has been described as uttering * a rather low croaking 
hSgk repeated often for long stretches with remarkable regularity at rate 
of approximately 25 to a minute * (A. Voigt in \Vitherby 1939). 
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with a bluish tinge; broad ovals occarionally slightly pointed at the small 
end. A\'crage of 40 eggs 46*2 X 37-2 mm. (Baker). Though ordinarily 
lo shy, the bird is a dose sitter, hiding and croaking at the intruder and 
refusing to leave its nest till almost touched. Share of the sexes in nest 
building, incubation and feeding the young unrecorded. Period of incu- 
bation unknown. 

Messnu Diagnosis 

UEASUREUZKTS 

^Ving Bill Tama Tail 

( from feathers) 

(^9 255-281 43-49 r, 67-79 96-112 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS or bare parts. Iris golden ydlow. Bill fleshy ydlow, the culmcn and 
tip homy brtm*n. Orbital skin gr rf>nwT3 slat^ suffused •with red in the breeding 
season. Legs and fret dull g ree n , brownish in front. 


54. hGcobar llgep Bittern. Gonachius mehaiolophus minor Hachisuka 

Gorscehita melcftolopfaa minor Hachisuka, 1926, Ibis; 592 
(Katcbd Island, Nicobar Is.) 

Baker, FBI No. 2235, VoL 6; 363 
LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. Slightly smaller than the foregoing. 

FIELD CHAltACTERS. As in No. 53. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTiOH and HABITAT. Apparently resident but rare. 
Nicobar Islands (obtained at Katchel, Ullangchong, False Harbour, etc.). 
Frequents streams and swampy patdies in thick forest. 

GEKERAL HABITS. As dcscrib^ imdcT No. 53. 

BREEDINO. Not rccordcd. 

Museum Diachosb. As No. 53, but smaller. Plumage very variable. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\Ving Bill Tama , Tail 

(from frathers) 

cJ’9 224-234 40-42 c. 61-67 80-88 nun- 

(ooce 44) (Baker) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in the nominate race (No. 53). 

Genus Ixobrychus BDIberg 

Zxc^i^tAsaBnibcrg, 1828, Syn. Faun. Scand., 1(2); 166. Type, by subsequent designa- 
tion, Ardea rarirfa Linnaeus. (Stone, 1907, Atdt, 24: 192.) 

BUI straight and slender; culmen fiat at base with a broad shallow groo v e on 
tide of upper mandible. Tarsus rather short, equal to about twothirds of the 
Back of neck almost denuded offeatben, though this concealed by frathen of side 
of neck. Head crested. Feathers of upper breast very toft and hoc; no dorsal or 
scapular/ plumes. Tail short, often of ten feathets only. 

Genus almost cosmopolitan ocept in the northern Holarctic Region. 
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FOOD. Fish, frogs, molluscs, crustaceans, and largely insects. 

BREEDiHC. Has bccn recorded in the Eastern Nara Strict of Sind (Doig 
and Butler) in May; in Kohat (AVhitchead) in July; in Cachar (Baker — 
once) month not stated. Breeds commonly and abundantly in the Kashmir 
Valley from May to July; singly, not in colonies. A'erl, a pad of rushes built 
partly by bending down a number of reeds and then adding other pieces of 
reed flags to form a shallow platform; from a Ccw centimetres to a metre 
or so above the water. Normally in dense reed-beds and liable to Be swamped 
by rise of >valcr level in a flood. Sometimes the nests arc made of fine twigs 
and provided with a depression for the eggs. Eggs, 4 to 6 or 7, w'hite, often 
with a pale bluish tinge; regular o\aIs about equal at both ends, smooth 
but glossless. Average size of 80 eggs 34* 1 X 20*0 mm. (Baker). Both sexes 
share in building the nest, incubation, and feeding tlic young. The eggs are 
laid at Iwo-day intervals. Incubation period 16-17 days. Incubation com- 
mences with the first egg, resulting in maikcd disparity in the dc\'cIopment 
of chicks of the same brood. The nestling is clothed in loose cinnamon- 
cx)lourcd do^vn with longer bottlebnish-like bristles sticking out fhjm its 
crowTL The older chicks clamber about among the surrounding reeds till 
a parent returns with food, whereupon they scramble back to the nest where 
the characteristic tussle ensues to induce it to regurgitate. 

Museum Diagnosis, For deuih of plumages etc. see Wtherfay 1939, 3: 154-5. 


UEASUREMEtm 

\Vmg 

BHl 

Tarsin 

Tan 



(from feathers) 



o’er 

142-155 

45-52 -) 



O p 

137-150 

45-52 V 

42-47 

45-52 mm. 


(once 157) 

J 


(Witberby) 

AVrighi 2 oo? 

105. 108 gm. 

fBNHS). 




COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris palc ycIIow to orange-j*cIlow. Bill yellow, creamy 
jellow or puiplhh yellow, the culmcn darker and browner. Orbital sldn pale livid 
g r een . Legs and fret greenish yellow, dull g reenish plumbeous or g re m b h horny 
(Baker). 

56. Chestnut Bittern. Jxobiyehss mnnsmonwns (Gmelin) 

Ardes cvatiwafTiea Gmelin, 1789, SjsL Nat., 1(2): 643 (Ghina) 

Baker, FBI No. 2233. Vol 6:367 
Plate 6, fig. 9 

LOCAL MAMES. bdglo (Hindi); Khm bek or Lai bch (Bengal); Latte 
(Sinhala) ; Kiknito (Tamil) ; Sdrdhyc kohhi (Malayalam). 

SIZE- Pond Heron — ; length c. 38 cm. (15 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Smaller and lankier than Pond Heron, but an un- 
mistakable cQutin. 

Male (adult). Above, including crown and bushy crest, chestnut- 
cinnamon. \Ving quills chestnut. Below, chin and throat w'hitish %vith a 
dark median stripe down forcmeck. A patch of black and chestnut buff-edged 
feathers on each side of upper breast largely concealed by the elongated 
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-breast feathers; rest of undcrparts pale chestnut. Under^dc of wings (in 
Bight) still paler chestnut with a pinkish tinge. 

Female (adult). Above, chestnut-brown. Crown blackish. Scapulars 
and wing-coverts with bla^-bordercd buff s^ts. Below, buffy rufous with 
a heavy brown streak down middle offorencck and breast, Banked by parallel 
broken lines on cither side, like ‘ coarse stitching with brown thread *. Rest 
of underparts streaked with dark brown. Underwing rufous-buff. 





Young (immature). Like female but less chestnut more brown above, 
and more distinctly barred and spotted. Below, more heavily streaked with 
dark brown. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTiOK and HABITAT. Resident — subject to local move- 
ments dependent on water conditions; possibly also migratory to some 
extent. Throughout the subcontinent, Ceylon, Andaman, Nicobar and 
Maidive islands. The Indus Valley is approximately the western limit of 
distribution of both this and Yellow Bittern; eastward to Assam and beyond. 
Lowlands from the Nepal duns and Himalayan terai southward in the 
Peninsula and Ceylon. Up to at least 900 m. elevation in the p enin su lar 
hills; to over 1800 m. in Ceylon. Affects reed-beds in inland jhccls and 
rwamps, inundated standing paddyfields, etc. Rarely also coastal back- 
waters and tidal mangroves, c.g. in Kerala; frequently side by ride with the 
Yellow Bittern. „ 

Extralimital. Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Philippines, Stmda Islands, 
Celebes (Sulawesi). China from Manchuria to Hainan; Ryukyu Islands. 

OENEBAi. HABITS. Non-grcgarious and largely crepuscular. Normally 
seen during daytime only when flushed out of long grass, as when snipe- 
shooting, but commonly flying about from one reed patch to another 
during the breeding season and in overcast rainy weather. Flight (rather 
quick flaps of the roimdcd wings with neck drawn in) and other habits iind 
behaviour very like Pond Heron and Yellow Bittern. 

FOOD. Fish, frogs, molluscs, insects, etc. in astonishing quantity. One 
bird had swallowed a fish 12*70 cm. long, c. 5 cm. in circumference, wth a 
skull e. 2 cm. across, I eel c. 13 cm. long, and 2 of e. 9 cm. each (Butler — 
Andamans). 

VOICE and calls. Normally silent Very noisy in spring, constantly 
uttering a loud kok^kok (La Touche). In courtship * the male flew slowly 
before the female with slov^^, sdff wing beats, calling ek-ek^ek, then perched 
at the top of a low tree and sang gook^gook»gook’gcok’gook^geok-gook-gook with 
each of ie firat five notes louder than the one before it, and the last three 
pitched three or four tones lower * (H. G. Deignan). J. K. St^ord also 
describes this display in identical terms, minus the accompanying calls, and 
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Female, More or less similar except for a buff mesial line down the 
throat and foreneck, sometimes obsolescent. 

Young (immature). Above, rufous-brown with broad buff fringes to the 
feathers (scalloping). Below, more heavily streaked; buff mesial line down ' 
centre offorencck more pronounced. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, moving locally with 
water conditions; possibly also migratory to some extent. Throughout 
the subcontinent from the Indus Valley eastward to ASsam and beyond, 
and from Nepal (duns) southward to Kerala. Also Ceylon, Andamans, and 
Nicobars. Lowlands, and up to c. 900 m. in the peninsular hills ; to e. 1 200 ra. 
elevation in Ceylon. Affects rccd-beds, and scrubby growth in inland swamps 
as well as coastal mangroves and backwaters, and inundated standing paddy 
crops, etc., frequently side by side with Chestnut Bittern, 

BxtralimitaL Burma, Thailand, Malaya cast to China and Japan, south 
to New Guinea and the Caroline Is, The numerous subspecies described 
arc ill defined and their validity, according to Hartert (1910-22, 2: 
1260) and later authorities, is questionable. 

GENERAL HABITS. Like thc Uttlc Bittern (q.v.) largely crepuscular and 
nocturnal, but quite active in daytime in cloudy, overcast weather. When 
come upon suddenly, especially on nest, it also assumes the characteristic 
posture of the tribe aptly termed ‘ On Guard The slender neck is thrust 
vertically upward, bill pointing to the sky, while thc bird freezes, taking 
full advantage of its streaked underside to become astonbhingly inconspi- 
cuous amongst thc reedy surroundings. In other respects also very similar to 
both thc Little and the Chestnut Bitterns. 

FOOD. Fish, frogs, molluscs, insects, etc. One described sitting on its 
heels catching flies * which it did with incredibly rapid lunges of its head 
and bill without moving its body at all * (Vaughan & Jones — E. China). 

VOICE and calu. Very silent. Kaka-kakak (Mayr — SW. Pacific). 

BREEDING. Season, as in Chestnut Bittern, between June and September, 
as soon as the monsoon has properly set in, filling the depressions and 
s^vamps. ^esi, and site, not different from the last — a pad of reed flags etc. 
placed on bcnt*do\vn reeds in a swamp, or in shrubbery on the edge of a 
pond, from a few centimetres to a metre or so above tiie water or mud, 
^SS^t ^ *0 6, fine-textured but glosslcss, pale skim-milk blue or green-blue. 
Inner membrane pale blue contra wBitc or pale ycllo>vish white in Jxobiyehus 
minutiu. Average size of 60 eggs 31-2 X 23-9 mm. (Baker). Both sexes take 
part in all the domestic chores. Thc eggs arc laid on consecutive days and 
incubation begins from tlie first egg. Period of incubation undettrrained. 

Mim:uv Diagnosis. For fuller description of plumage sec Baker,- loc. cit. 

Tibia feathered do^'U to the tibio*tarsal joint. Culmen longer than mid-toe and 
claw. Rest as for thc genus. 

SCEASURESfENTS 

'Ving Bill Tanus TaH 

(from feathers) 

(Jig 129-136 52-57 44-51 41-47 mm. 

(once 143) (once 49) (Baker) 

COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Iris orange-ycllow or bright golden yellow. BIB: 
culmen homy brown, commmure and lower mandible pale yellowish flah; mouth 
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says it reminded him of thc nuptial flight of a longeared owl or a greenfinch 
(Jide Smythies). 

BREEDING. , Seoson, between June and September, commencing as soon 
as thc monsoon rains have well set in; most general in July-August J^est, 
a small pad of leaves, bits of reed stem, etc. built on bent-down matted 
reeds, or in a cane brake m a swamp, a metre or so above thc water or mud. 

4 or 5, sometimes 6, white with occarionally a bluish tint; short to 
longovals, generally almost cylindrical. Average size of 50 eggs 36 *5 x 26»4 
mm. (Baker). Both sexes take part in building the nest, incubation, and feed- 
ing the young, which is done by regurgitation, as described under No. 36. 
Period of incubation tindctermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. Tibia naked for c. 10 mm. above tibio-tarsal joint; otherwise 


as for the genus (cf. /. minutus). 


' 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill ' Tarsus 

. Tril 



(from feathers) 



13a-149 

43-51 45-50 

41-45 mm. 


(once 156) 


(Baker) 

, Recent specimens from Nepal 

measure: 



Wing 

Bill 

TaU 



(from posterior edge of 




nostril) 


St? <? 

151, 152, 154 , 45, 46, 47 

44, 46, 48 mm. 

1? 

145 

45 

45 mm. 




(Biswas) 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris ycllow, Orange, or pinky red. Bill greenish yellow 
or light orange-yellow, the culmen blackish, and base of the mandibles rosy red. 
Naked orbiul and loral skin deep rosy red or reddish purple in male; yellowish in 
female. Legs and feet yellowish ^een; soles paler, more yellow. 


57. Ycllow Bittern. Ixobtychus sinensis (Gmelin) 

Ardta Sineruis GmcIin, 1 789, Syst. Nat. I (2) : 642 (China) 

Baker, FBI No. 2237, Vol. 6: 365 

Plate 6, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Jun bdgtd (Hindi) > /Cat bdk (Bengal) ; Melt kokka (Sinhala) ; Afdndl 
nardt (Tamil); Manja kokku (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Same as Chestnut Bittern; length c. 38 cm. (15 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Like thc Chcslnut Bittern, small and lanky, and an 
unmistakable cousin of thc Pond Heron; predominantly yellow, brown, 
rufous, and chestnut. In flight yellowish fawn body contrasting with black 
wings suggestive of identity. r. j . 

Male (adult). Above, crown and bushy crest black; sides of head ^nous- 
pink. Back chiefly light brown or yellowish brown. Rump dark ashy; ten 
slaty black. Wing quills blackish. Below, chin, throat, and forcneck pale 
yellowish; upper breast blackish with buff streaks; rest of underparts pale 
yellowish buff. 
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pink. Naked facial sldn pale greenish yellow. Legs and feet yellow or greenish yellow; 
claws homy brown. 


58. Black Bittern. Ixobrj/chus fiavicoUis JiavicoUxs (Latham) 

ArdeaJlavicoUis Latham, 1790, Index Oro., 2: 701 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 2239, Vol. 6: 368 
Plate 6, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. Kdla bdgld (Hindi): Kab bSk (Bengal); Aj jtm (Assam); /Chaxn 
bog (Assam, Nowgong) ; Kalu kokka (Sinhala) ; Kdruppu nSrdi (Tamil) ; KdfUtha klkkv 
(Malayalam). 

SIZE. Pond Heron -f ; length c. 58 cm. (23 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. CJencral effect as of Pond Heron; largely black and 
rufous-buff with a conspicuous buff-and-white cheek patch. 

Male (adult). Above, crown, sides of head, and upperparts including 
wings and tail, slaty grey to almost black. A band of bright ochre-ycUow 
on either side of neck. Below, chin and throat white with a rufoiu dotted 
line down thc middle,' Forcneck mixed slaty black, chestnut, and buff. 
Upper breast dark slate with buffy white margins to thc feathen (scalloping). 
Rest of underparts slaty grey to brownish black with a few white-wged 
feathers on abdomen. 

Female (adult). Above, more brown less slaty grey. Below, breast feathers 
streaked with white and rufous markings. Abdomen lighter brown ^ith more 
white in centre. 

Young (immature). Above, crown slaty black; rest of upper plumage 
including wings, dark brown scalloped light rufous. Below, upper breast 
brownish rufous, scalloped paler and with darker shafr-strealu. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, shifting locally with water 
conditions. Also partly migratory. Tliinly and patchily distributed through- 
out the better watered parts of thc subcontinent, from Sind in West Pakistan 
(E. Nara district) and the Gangclic Plain including Bengal and East Pakis-^ 
tan, to Assam, hfaniptir and beyond. Fairly common in thc heavy rainfall 
zone ofsouih-wcst India (Mysore, Kerala), and Gcylon..Not recorded from, 
thc Andaman and Nicobar islands. Affects reedy inland swamps and over- 
grown seepage nullahs in jungle, mostly in the low country, but also suitable 
marshes up to e. 1200 metres in the hills. Apparcntly not found in tidal 
mangroves. 

Extralimital. Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indochina, central and southern 
China, Greater Sunda Is., Celebes (Sulawesi). Other nces extend the 
species to Australia. 

strcRATio.*;. A bird ringed in Malaya (Selangor, 3*I2'N., I01*04T.) 
Il.xu.l964 recovered in Manipur (Tadubi, 25®34'N., 94*04'£.) I.xi.1965 
(Afalajan Natuie Joitr. 21(1): 36). 
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ozKZKAi. HABITS. Non*gregariot2S> largdy crepuscular and nocturnal. 
On the whole very similar to those of the genus Ixcbiychis. Skulks in sW^mpy 
reed-beds and thickets once the sun is up, and only seen in daytime when 
beaten out of its retreat; more acthn at dawn and dusk, and in overcast 
rainy weather. Flight characteristic of the little herons as described. ^Vhen 
suddenly come upon, adults as well as flightless clambering yoimg assume 
the ‘ On Guard * posture and fiecze, cfiectively camouflaging themselves 
among the reed stems. 

FOOD. Fish, frogs, molluscs, insects, etc. (One fish c. 1 15 cm. taken from 
stomach.) 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded, except for a loud booming in the breed- 
ing season. 

BREEDUJO. Season^ mainly June to September during the SW. monsoon^ 
varying locally with incidence of rainfall and filling up of jheels and swamps. 
Xestf a pad of twigs or matted svater-weeds with a slight central depression. 
Placed on bent-down reeds in a swamp, or in a'canc brake or bamboo clump, 
a metre or so above the surface. EggSf normally 4, broad ovals more or less 
equal at both ends, white with a faint tinge of bluish or sea green. Average 
size of 40 eggs 41*6 x 31*4 mm, (Baker). Both sexes share all the domestic 
chores. Incubation starts with the ^t egg. Incubation period undetermined. 
Chicks fed by regurgitation as characteristic of the family. 

Museum Diagnosis 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers)’’ 

cotouas OP BARE PARTS. Iris golden brown to red. Bill reddish homy, paler 
and yellowish at tip and terminal half of lovi’cr mandible; bare Cadal skin purple, 
the eyelids bluer. Ixgs and feet dark brown (Baker). 

Genus Botaurus Stephens 

Botaurus Stephens, 1819, in Shaw, Gen, Zool. 11(2); 592. Type, by subsequent 
designation, Ardea tUllaris Linnaeus 

Plumage long and lax forming decorative plumes down forcneck and breast. 
Bill, short, deep at base, much compressed. Culmen shorter than tarsus. Na»l 
groo%’e broad and deep with the linear nostril near base. Tarsus stout and short, 
ihorter than xmddle toe and claw*. Tibia partly naked above joint. Tail of ten 
feathers. 

Genus chiefly confined to Palaearcrie. Oriental and Australian regions, one 
species being found in India. 

59. Bittern. Botaurus sUllons sUUaris (Linnaeus) 

Ardea sUUaris Linnaeus, 1758, Sj'St. Nat., cd, 10, 1: 144 
(Europe, restricted to Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2240, Vol. 6; 370 
Plate 4, fig. 6 and Plate 6, fig. 13 

LOCAL HAiiES. Afr goug, BSz (Hindi). 
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SIZE. Pond Heron +; length c. 71 cm. (28 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Considerably larger than the Pond Heron, but of the 
same general hunchbacked effect, with neck retracted, both at -rest and in 
fiighL Overall Uwny buff or straw colour, closely barred and mottled with 
blackish. Short, stout, pointed bill, and large fecL 
Adult. -Abott, cro^vn, nape and upper back black; bushy drooping 
crest partly tipped and edged with buff. Sides of head ochre, faintly stippled 
with black. Ixjwcr back, rump, and tail yeUo^vish buff, profusely barred 
and mottled \sith black. Below, chin and throat white with a conspicuous 
buff and black median line continued do^NTi elongated overhanging 
yellowish buff breast plumes. Rest of underparts yellowish buff, streied 
with browTi and buff. Sides of breast narrowiy barred Tvith brown and dark 
buff. Sexes alike. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. ^Vinter viator, found in small num- 
bers from Sind in West Pakistan (common) across Rajasthan and the 
Gangctic Plain to Assam, straggling south through Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madras and Mysore 
(Nanjangud, 160 km. south of Bangalore, being the southernmost record 
in India). Not recorded in Kerala or Ceylon. Affects dense reed-beds and 
bulrushes in inland jheels and s^\’amps. 

ExtralimitaL Breeds in the temperate Palaearctic region throughout 
Europe and Asia from Great Britain to Japan. A second breeding race in 
South Africa. 

MIGRATION. No prccisc information. 

CENERAL HABITS. Similar to its smaller cousins described. Solitary, 
secretive, crepuscular and noctumaL Seldom seen in daytime except when 
put up from partly submerged reed-beds, e.g. Tvhilc snipe-shooting is in 
progress. Flaps leisurely and noiselessly above the reeds on its broad rounded 
Tvings and pitches Into cover again a short distance away. When nesting, 
has the characteristic habit of freezing on alarm, neck and bill’ stretched 
vertically upward. In its winter quarters this ‘ On Guard * posture is only 
seen when e.g. a w'ounded bW is trying to evade capture. 

FOOD. Fish, frogs, molluscs, insects, etc. Elsewhere small birds and* 
rodents also recorded. 

VOICE and calls. Silent in winter. In breeding season the male utters 
a deep, resonant, rather ventriloquial boom, commonly repeated 3 to 6 times 
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or more. It is not particularly loud but of great carrying power and audible 
over a xzule away. 

BREEDINO. Not provcti but may possibly breed in thick reed-beds in 
Anchar TjVp in the Kashmir Valley as asserted by local shikaris. According 
to Bates & Lowther 1952 (p. 355) it may occasionally be heard booming 
there in June, which is suggestive drcumstantial evidence, Aejf and site 
similar.to those of the smaller bitterns. Eggs, 4 to 6, light olive-brown 'vriih 
a few spedcs and spots of darker brown at the broad end. Average size of 
80 eggs 52*5 x 38-3 (Baker). 

Museum Diackoso. For description of plumages etc. see Wilherby 1939, 3; 159- 

€ 0 . 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bin Tarsus Tail 

(Jid' 320-350 50-75 90-100 95-116 cm. 

9 9 300-350 65-75 — — 

(Witherby) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irisydlow. Bin greenbhydlow, ridge of upper mandible 
brown at base, black-biown at tip. Lores and round eyes green to * Uvid blue* 
L^ and feet g reen, ydlowish at taml jmnt and back of tanus; soles yellow 
(Witherby). 

ifxscELLANEOUS. Longevity 8+ yean {Ring, 1962. 33: 148). 

Familyr CxGonttDAE. Storks 

Large, long-legged, dinmal birds chiefly terrestrial axMi znaxsh-hatmting. Colour 
pattern mainly white black with a metallic sheen. BOl long, maaeve, pointed, 
straight or nearly so, u n groored. Wings long and broad. Tail short; imdcr taH- 
covert j lax and greatiy developed in some spedcs. Legs very long, the tibiae 
partly Toes of moderate length, webbed at base. Claws blunt, that of middle 

toe not pectinated as in herons. No powder-down ‘ shampoo * patches. Tracheo- 
Hr op rliial musdcs to the syrinx or * sound box * absent, the reT or e lacking voice and 
Most spedcs produce low grunting and higing noises, and a loud castanet'like 
clattering or snapping of the mandibles. 

Unlike benms, storks fiy with neck and legs fully outstretdied like cranes, ibises 
and spoonbills, by a series of wing flaps int er s p ersed witii tailing. 

RANGE. Temperate and tropical rones of tiie Old and New Wt^di. Seventeen 
species in aB, the northern ones toigratory. 

POOD. Mainly small animals — mammals, birds, repdles, amp hibi a n s, fish, 
crustaceans, insects, etc. 

SRZEDiNa. /fests, large stick platforms In trees, or on di& and buildingx- Eggs, 
3-6 white. Incubaticm and nest feeding by both sexes. Chicks cidicolons; naked at 
first, downy later. Food regurgitated by parent into nest, whence guzzled by nestlings. 

For stru c t ural and morphological details see Baker 1929, 6: 320; IVitherby ri oL 
1939, 3: 112; Stresemann 1927-34, A\-a: 807-9. Cf. Kahl, P., 1971, Laittg Bird 
(ComdlUmv.) 10: 151-70; 1970JBNHS67: 453-71. 

Kaj to IxlkiTt fbma 

Rage 
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1 Primaries, secondaries, scapulars, and tail black, resl of plumage Page 

Anastomus osciians (breeding) 95 

Primaries, secondaries, scapulars, and tail black, rest of plumage 

S*vy ..Anastomus osciUois (non-breeding) 95 

B Alandibles touching .....2 

2 Bill straight, head and neck ■unfcaibcred, prominent gular pouch, 

wing over 75 cm. (c. 30 in.) a 

Bill straight, bead and neck unfcathcrcd, gular pouch absent, wing 

under 70 cm. (c. 28 in.) b 

Bill straight, bead and neck generally feathered 

Bill slightly upeurved at end, head featbered d 

Bill downcurv’cd, head naked ....e 

a Upperparts, including wings, slaty grey. Silvery grey stripe across 

""“gs Leptoptilos dubhis (breeding) 105 

Silvery grey stripe absent Leptoptilos duhius (non-breeding) 105 

UppcTparts blackish brown .......... Leptoptilos dubtus (Juvenal) 105 

b Upperparts glossy black, c^per spots on secondary coverts 

Leptoptilos jarerdais (breedmg) 107 

Copper spots lacking Leptoptilos jsoamais {non-brcedingj 107 

Plumage dull black abo\’e, head and neck with patches of feathers 

LeptepHlos jaoemeus (juvenal) 107 

c Plumage white, scapulars and wing quilb black 

cieortia (adult) 99, 102 

Black of wings replaced with brown Cicoma cieonia (juvenal) 99, 102 

Neck white, ba ck and wings glossy black 

• ' episcopus (adult) 98 

Glcesy blaxk replaced by dull, dark brown 

Cieonia episeopus (juvenal) 98 

d Plumage black with white underparts (standing e. 106 cm. » 31 

f^O Cieonia rdgra (adult) 102 

Neck brown, back dull blackish brown, underparts white 

rdgra (juvenal) 102 

Head, neck, and scapulars iridescent black, remainder of plumage 

while (standing c. 135 cm. «= 41 ft.) 

Ephippiorl^cku csietieas (adult) 104 

Black of head, neck, and scapulars replaced by dusky brown. . . . 

BpftiPpforf^ckas’esiaSiettS (juYCsal) 1(H 


c Neck white Myctena Uueocepfiala (adult) 93 

Neck brown .Afycteria leueocefAala (ju>*enal) 93 


Genus Mycteria Unnaeus 
Mycteria Linnaeus, 1758, Sysu Nau, cd. 10, 1 : 140 
T\pc, bj' monot^p>% cnimcaec Linnaeus . • 

Bin long,. and ver>' slightly compressed, broad at the b?^*. CiiTm<-n rotmded 
throughout; firstly turned downwards throughout its length; lower mandible 
concave beneath. Both mandibles subeylindneal anteriorly. Nostrils oval, placed 
near base of cu lm e n . Head and throat naked; nape and neck feathered. T. eg s long 
with tibia h a lf naked; toes long. Under tail-covcrts very loog, extending beyond 
ta il . Represented in our area by only oee species. 


A Mandibles with edges not touching, leaving ^wn gap near centre of 
1 
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60. Painted Stork, Mycleria UucQC<phala (Pennant) 

7entalvs leucocephalus Pennant, 1769, Indian ZooL: 11, pL 10 (Ceylon) 

, Baler, FBI No. 2214, Vol. 6: 331 
Plate 8, fig. 2 « 

LucAi. HAMts. Jdngkil, Dkok (Hindi); 'Karikdri (Mirahikan, Bihar); Ram 

jhSnkor, Smajdrtgha (Bengal); Lamjang, Lungduk (Sind); Cfutroda (Kutch); Teru kdld 
konga (Tclugu); Chlnga ndrdi (Tamil); SdnguvdJai ndrdi (TamD, Ceylon) ; Dot tudiaoa 
(Sinhala). 

SIZE. Vulture standing c. 93 cm, (3J ft.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A long-lcggcd, long-ncclcd, egret-like marsh bird 
with long, heavy yellow ,bill slightly decurved at tip, and unfcathcred 
waxy yellow face. Plumage white, closely barred with metallic greenish 
bla^ above, vdth a black band across breast. Delicate rose-pink near 
the tail (closed inner secondaries). Wing- and tail-quills black. Sexes " 
alike. 

Flight silhouette somewhat hunchbacked, neck outstretched (head lower 
than line of back) and long legs trailing straight behind. 

Young (immature). Pale brown with dark scalc-likc edges to the neclr 
feathers. No pectoral band. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, shifting locally with water 
conditions. Throughout the plains of the Indian Union, both Pakistans, 
Nepal tend, Ceylon (low country dry zone). Not recorded in the Andaman 
Is. Affects inland marshes, jheels, inimdated fields, and occasionally river 
banks. 

ExtralimitaL Burma, Thailand, N. Malaya (vagrant), Indochina, SW. 
China. 

GENERAL HABITS. Normally met with in pairs or small parties. In the 
breeding season enormous congregations of up to several thousand strong 
may collect at favourite heronries, e.g. Kcoladeo Ghana in Rajasthan. 
SuA heronries tend to become traditional if left unmolested. The birds 
feed gr^ariously where food is abundant, such as when large quantities of 
fish are washed down by monsoon floods. Usually they hunt individually, 
wading into shallow water with neck bent do>vn, mandibles open like an 
enormous pair of forceps and partly immersed, probing the bottom mud. 
The bird saunters about slowly ploughing the water thus. From time to 
time one leg is partly flexed and deliberately waggled back and forth in a 
raking motion, occasionally supplemented by a sudden flicking open of the 
wing on the same side. This manoeuvre is obviously intended for stampeding 
‘ frozen * quarry towards the open mandibles. Its success is evident from 
the snapping and swallowing action that frequently follows. When sated, 
the birds spend their time standing about hunchbacked on the bank, or 
soaring on thermals for hours on end, circling aloft on motionless wings in 
company with pelicans and other stork-like birds. Normal flight typical of 
-the family (q.v.), accompanied by a rhythmical slight opening and closing 
of bill as if gasping for breath, 

FOOD. Mainly fish. Also reptiles, frogs, crustaceans, and insects. 

VOICE and calls. Silent except for the characteristic clattering of the 
mandibles of the family. During greeting ceremony at nest a low moan 
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produced by both (?) sexes. A continuous harsh gratmg or scraping noise 
by half-grown nestlings when begging food. 

BREEDING. Colonial, sometimes several thousand pairs together in mixed 
heronries. Season, variable, dependent on monsoon conditions. Normally 
August to October in N. India; November to March in the south; March- 
April in Ceylon. In drought years breeding may be skipped altogether. 

a large stick platform with a shallow central depression sparsely lined 
with leaves, straw, and ^vatc^wccds; added to desultorily throughout 
occupation ivith leafy t^vigs or green water vines (c.g. Ipomoea). BuUt in large 
or- medium sized trees standing in vratcr, such as baboo! (Acacia arabica), 
kandi (Prosopis spicigera), kclikadSmb (Suphegync parvijlora) and Baningtonia 
racemosa, often tNventy nests or more on a single tree crowded cheek by jowl 
in disorderly tiers, in amicable association Avith cormorants, darters, open- 
bill storks, and .others. Not uncommonly also on single large peepul (Fictis 
religtosa) or suchlike trees overhanging a pond within a populated town. 
Eggs, 2 to 5 — most commonly 3 or 4 — dull sullied white, sometimes 
sparsely spotted and strei^cd with brown. Average size of 50 eggs 69-5 x 
49*0 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share all the domestic chores. Period of 
incubation undetermined. Adult, on arrival at nest, greets incubating mate 
by craning forward and stiffly arching neck (as in aggressive vulture at a 
carcase), with bill partly open as if about to be sick! This gesture recipro- 
cated by mate in the same way; both (?) birds uttering a low moan during 
the ceremony, sometimes crossing the stiffly arched necks the while. In 
nest relief the incoming bird is greeted by its incubating mate standing 
up on the edge of the nest, both birds ruffling their long, lax, under tail- 
coverts, bending their heads together down into the nest, shifting from one 
foot to the other, and making as if to adjust the twigs in the structure 
before the newcomer takes over. While onc'bird is brooding its mate often 
flics out, maybe half a Icilomctre or more, to fetch tender leafy babool branches 
to add to the nest. Twigs wrenched off topmost branches with much effort, 
and sections of floating Ipomoea vine collected from the water — sometimes 
absurdly large bushy branches, at others ridiculously riny or scraggy leafless 
twigs or rush-blades. Twigs broken off tops of only certain individual trees 
to which many birds from the neighbourhood may resort, several tugging 
at the same time. When the forager returns with material, the sitting bird 
greets him (or her) with clattering of mandibles, bill-touching and tail- 
spreading. 

In the prc-clambering stage, small nestlings very intolerant of hot sun; 
constantly shielded by parent standing on edge of nest with partly open, 
drooping wings. On fright they disgorge all undigested food and feign death 
in a realistic manner, crumpling up pathetically on the floor of the nest. 
Thrcc-quarter-grown chicks clamber about the neighbouring branches. On 
return of foraging parent they quickly scramble back to the nest and beg 
with open bills and partly open flapping wings, bobbing or ‘pumping* 
head up and down with a continuous rasping or scraping cry, rather as of 
vultures in copulation. Sometimes incoming parent sits inert for long periods 
beside the nest (in one case 45 minutes) before stepping on to the edge and 
disgorging 6 to 8 large fish, along with much slimy matter. The chicks 
gobble these up from the nest floor, the more impatient ones poking their 
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bills into the parent’s gullet and tugging at the fish to speed it on its way. 
Possibly the delay In delivery is due to the necessity of predigesting the food 
for the young. 

Moseum Diagnosis. Chick (in down). Sullied white with naked black face and black 
bill tipped with pale greenish yellow or sulphur yellow, more extensively on upper 
mandible. Also yellow on short thick (naked) eyebrow, at anterior end of eye and 
along naked hindneck. 

MSAlUaEUKKTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathen) 

490-510 252-278 240-250 150-172 mm, 

(Baker) 

'Veight 2 oo? 2020, 3500 gin. (BNHS). 

COLOURS or HARR PARTS. Iru stiRw yclIow; groy-brovm in immalurc. Bill 
orangc-yellow, darker md plumbcoua at base; naked skin of face orange-yellow. 
Leg! and feet brown or fleshy brown, sometimes nearly red. 

Genus Anastosios Bonnaterre 

Aimlmrn, Bonnaterre, 1791, Tabl. Encyc. Meth. Orn., 1 : Rciii. Type, by subsequent 
designation, Ardta osciUms Boddaert 

BiU stout and strong; gonys considerably upcuived; an open space between the 
mandibles for about two-thirds their length in the middle. Anterior half of upper 
mandible furnished with lamellae. Face, chin, and throat naked in adults; feathered 
all but the lores and throat in juveniles. Tarsus about equal to culmen in length; 
reticulated throughout. Toes and claws longer than in other genera of Ciconiidae. 


61. Openbill Stork. Atiastomus oscitans (Boddaert) 

Arita oscilms Boddaert, 1783, Table PI. enlum.: 55 (Pondicherry) 

Baker, FBI No. 2215, Vol. 6: 333 

Plate 8, fig. 5 ^ 

irsCAL NAStRS. CTwifW, ChimtU, GhmihUa (Hindi); Dakar (Bihar); ThanU tkdnia. 
SkiniUi tkiaga, Shamikh khat (Bengal); Fauna kanga (Southern Gonds); Gala konga 
(Telugu); ^raAl^ai kuAAi nari! (Tamil); Gamitlli kSkka, Billon kakka. Bill 
keaa (Sinhala); Sdaik Ihinga (‘snail breaker’. Assamese, Nowgong); Chtrakokkan 
(Malayalam). 

itZK. Large duck ; length c. 81 cm. (32 in.). Standing c. 68 cm. (21 B.) 
to top of head. 

HELD CHARACTERS. A Small stork, chiefly white with glistening purplish 
bhek or greenish black mantle (scapulars), wings, and tail. The peculiar- 
shaped bill with arching mandibles, Icaring a narrow open gap between 
them, is diagnosuc. Casually mistakablc in the distance for \Vhitc Stork, 
Ciccnia cicenia (q.v.). Sexes alike. 

In non-breeding plumage white upper parts replaced by dull smoky grey. 

Young (immature). Darker smoky brown-grey with blackish brown 
mantle. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident, shifting locally with 
water condidons. Possibly regular local migrant in parts (?). Throughout 
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the Indian Union, both Pal^tans, Nepal (tcrai), and Ceylon. Affects inland 
waters —jheels, marshes, etc.; rarely river banks, and tidal mud flats. 
ExtralimUaL Burma, Thailand, cast through the Indochinese subregion. 
MIGRATION. Apart from local shifts directly influenced by water condi- 
tions, performs some sort of regular migratory movement, as yet little 
understood. Birds arc constantly reported dashing themselves against the 
dome of the lantern at various coastal lighthouses, e.g. Point Calimcrc 
(Tanjavur dist., Madras) and Sacramento (E. Godav'ari disl., Andhra). 



This occurs only during the later monsoon months (August-Septembef) on 
particular nights in the dark period of the moon, in overcast weather 
with low clouds, poor visibility and heavy wind. The falls occur before 
midnight or in the very early dark hours of morning, when a sedentary 
diurnal bird as this should normally have no business to be about I « 
Nestlings ringed at Bharatpur (Rajasthan) have been recovered a few 
months later up to 800 km. due cast, suggesting definite seasonal movcinent. 
Further evidence of long migration provided by a bird ringed in Thail^d 
(Wat Phailom, 14^06' N., 100^33* E.) on 5.ii.l965, recovered in East 
Pakistan (jessore 23°20' N., 89°20' E.) on 26.vi.I966— a straight Imc 
distance of c. 1500 km. It is possible that after leaving the nest the s’oung 
of this stork also disperse and wander far and wide, as young Grey Herons 
arc well known to do. ^ . i i 

GENERAL HABITS. Our smallest and commonest stork, with a wide local 
distribution. Met with singly or in small parties and flocks ; large congrega- 
tions when nesting. Like others of the family, regularly soars on therma 
on a sunny day, circling for hours high tip in the heavens in company 
pelicans, ibises, and vultures, etc. The descent from aloft is a spcctacuw 
p>crformancc. With erect neck, bead held high (cocked), wings half puHcd 
in, the dangling legs partly flexed and straddled to balance — someumes 
worked back and forth as in running — the bird hurtles steeply through 
banking, side-slipping, and gjTating violently, till within a few short sewn $ 
from a mere speck in the sky, it has swished dow, to alight buoyantly' on 
a tree-top in the colony, preceded by a vigorous braking with the vnngs. 

The significance and fi^nction of the peculiar gap in the bill is obscure. 
It is not meant for crushing snail shells as sometimes suggested. Howe'er, 
it is obriously an adaptation to facilitate extraction of the soft body Jo 
viscera of molluscs from the shell, particularly of ^hc large Pila globosa 
snails on which the bird commonly feeds. The precise mechanics ^ 
process have not been observed. In captivity jerdon (1862-4) records tna 
es*cn blinded OpcnbUls secured the shell with their feet and after 
manipulation ‘ succeeded in cutting off the operculum as cleanly as i* * 
had been done by a razor but so rapidly that he was unable to 
the detaOs. After removing the operculum the bird inserted the tip of 
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inandibltf and ' pulled out the entire shell fish almost to its utmost tip 
Examination of Pila shells immediately after they had been emptied by 
Openbills showed that pressure exerted by the mandibles on the thin and 
brittle rim of the mouth had cracked off a section of it, allowing the bill 
tip to be inserted below the operculum to prise it up. How the soft parts 
arc extracted so cleanly and rapidly remains a puzzle. The shells arc often 
tackled under water with the mandibles of the bird partly open and sub- 
merged to abovc’the eyes. The rapidity with which the bill is raised again 
and again to swallow the inorscb is quite amazing. Before withdravring, 
the head is ftom ride to ride in the water as if to wash off the mud 

from the food. 

FOOD. Chiefly molluscs. From the bill and gullet of a specimen eight com- 
plete bodies and risccra of large Pila globosa s na i l s haVe been taken. Also 
eats crabs, frogs, and other animals foimd on its accustomed feeding 
marshesT For details of food in the Sunderbans see Mukhcijee, A. K., 1974, 
JBNHS71(2): 188-91. 

VOICE and calus. .Very silent except for occarional deep moans and 
clattering of mandibles during greedng ceremony at nest, Dunng 
copulation ^ clatters his bill agrinst that of 9 (M. P. Kahl). 

BREEDiNO. Colonial, ^in large mixed heronries sometimes several thousand 
pain (e.g. at Kcoladco Ghana, Rajasthan). mainly July to September 

in north India ; November to March in the south ; December to April in 
Ceylon; dependent on monsoon and water conditions. In drought years 
breeding may be skipped altogether. jVert,' a rough circular pad of twigs 
with a central depression lined with leaves, etc. Built in trees such as Acacia, 
Prosopis, or Saningtoma, standing partially submerged in a jheel or monsoon- 
filled depression. Occasionally on the edge of a tank, in or close to a village. 
Many nests (up to 30 or more) on a single tree, in crowded association 
with darters, cormorants, and egrets with a tendency to segr^adon. Nests 
in such crowded situations become thickly caked with chalky white excreta 
from the jostling occupants of adjacent nests. Eggs, 2 to 4, rarely 5, sullied 
white, broad to moderate ovals, with a dose texture. Average size of 100 eggs 
57*9 X 41 ’2 mm. (Baker). Both sexes partake in all the domestic chores. 
Period "of incubation believed to be 24-5 days; not confirmed. Chicks 
clothed in pale fawn-coloured down. Intolerant of the hot sun, and constantly 
shielded by parents standing on edge of nest with open drooping wings. 

Fed by regurgitation by parent on to floor of nest, almost exclusively on 
soft bodies arid riscera of large snails. Importunate chicks often short-circuit 
the food from the parent’s open bill during the disgorgement process. On 
fright they throw up l^rge boluses of it (once c. 58 gm.). 

Till young flies from nest, bill of non^ shape with dose fitting mand- 
ibles; Subsequent development of gap needs study. For further notes sec 
Kahl, M. P'., 1970, JBNHS 67(3): 454-6. 

Muszuic Diagnosis 

UBASUKXUZNTS 

■\VTng BiU Taisui Taul 

, (from fcatheri) 

(f9 392-408 153-162 c. 140-150 183-217 mm. 

(Baker) 
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Extralimital. Burma. Other races in Africa and SE. Aria. 

OENERAi. HABITS. Mct with as a solitary, in pain, or small parties — a 
flock of fifteen being the largest ever recorded by us (SA), Stalks about 
and feeds on dry or marshy land, sddom wading in water or immersing 
bill. Roosts at lught in tall trees. Has the common habit of soaring on ther- 
mals on a sxmny day and gliding in drdes high up in the sky in company 
with related birds, and with vultures. For further notes see Kahl, M- P-. 
1970, JBNHS 67(3): 456-7. 

FOOD. Frogs, reptiles, crabs, molluscs, and large insects. Fish only 
wh«i stranded high and dry by receding flood, or from drying up water- 
holes in forest streams, etc. Has been observed to pick winged termites 
emerging from the ground and also in the air, flying back and forth through 
a rising swarm and snapping up the insects in the bill (Ball 1874, SF2:433), 

VOICE and caixs. Silent except for a clattering of the mandibles with 
neck bent over backw'ards and cro>sTi resting between the shoulders. 

BREEDING. Indiridual; not in colonics. Season, variable; mostly July 
to September in northern India; December to March in the south; January 
to April in Ceylon. J^est, a massive structure of t>vig5, c. 1 metre in diameter, 
with a considerable central depresrion lined with straw, almost deep enough 
to hide the bird when sitting close. Usually built in a lofty tree such as 
Salmalia some 20 to 30 metres from the ground. Sometimes also lower down 
in medium sized trees. The same site may be used in subsequent years if 
the birds are left undisturbed. Eggs, broad to pointed ovals, 3 or 4, rarely 5, 
white, but becoming stained brown during incubation through contact 
with the bird’s muddy feet. Very \’ariable in size and shape. Average size 
of 100 eggs 62*9 X 47*4 mm. (Baker). Both sexes take part in building the 
nest and feeding the young; presumably also in incubation (unconfirmed). 
Period of incubation imrcrorded. Young fed by regurgitation of predigested 
food by parent into nest, as m other storks. 

Museum Diagnosis. Forehead, sides cf head to behind the eye naked. Tail (black) 
short and deeply forked. Under tail-covcrts (white), longer than tail and with stiff 
shafts, giving the impression of being the true tail. 

MEASUREMENTS 

- Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

o’ 9 444 497 145-168 r. 152-180 199-255 mm. 

(from feathers) (Baker) 

Two males collected by SA recently have wings 515-519 mm., showing the wide 
diversity in the range. ‘ 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black, red on culmen, gon}^, along 
the commissure, and at tips of both inandibles. Naked skin of lace, chin, and throat 
slaty black. Legs and feet red lake. 

63. White Stork. Ctconia cicema ciconia (Linnaeus) 

Ardea Circr.ts Linnaeus, 1758, Syst: Nat., cd. 10, I: 142 (Sweden) 

Baker FBI No. 2207, Vol. 6: 321 
Plate 8, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAME^, LSglSg, Hcji Uglag, UjU, Dhck^CjbSr, Bcdd ritxS (Hindi); U^e&ra 
tonga (Tclugu); L£klik fSind). 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adult. Iiis almost white, grey, or pale brown. 
Bin dull green^ homy, redder beneath; or dusky red. Orbital skin and wayM 
lores black. Legs and feet dull fleshy. Grown nestling. Iris greyish brown. Bill 
dark brown; gular skin bright purple. Legs and feet greyish- or pinkish brown. 

Genus Ciconia Brisson 

Cicorda Brivon, 1760, Om., 1: 48, 5: 361, Type, by tauton)Tny, Cicoma •^ArtSee 
Cieonia Linnaeus 

Bill Icmg, stout, tapering, and pointed, the lower mandible sUghtly inclined 
upwarils anteriorly. Nostrils almost linear, basal, and pervious. Part of lores, and 
chin, naked. Lower half of tibia naked. Tairi long and reticulated. Feet sbori with 
broad toes; claws very short, broad, and depressed. Feathers of lower neck elongated, 
partly overhanging breast. For further structural details see Witherby 1939, 3: 115. 

62. Whitenecked Stork* Ciconia episcopus episcoptts (Boddaert) 

Ardea episeopus Boddaert, 1783, Table FL enlunx.: 54 (Coromandel Coast) 
Baker, FBI No.^J0, Vol. 6: 342 
Plate 8, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Mop*- JoT (Bengal); LSgldg (Hindi); Bdgula, KdrdSk, Kandaxe, 
Kotenw (Marathi); Kali tuJ (Gujarat); Vamathi nardi (Tamil); Kemu (Assam); 
iTariin kokku (Malayalam); Padilt kokka (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Goose ±; standing e. 106 cm. (3J ft.) to top of head. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A rcd-l^gcd black and white stork with conspicuous 
white neck and black crown (like a padre’s skuli-cap). Rest of plumage 
including short tail black glossed trith piupic or greenish blue, except 
elongated under tail-covcrts which are white. Sexes alike. 



X r. J 


Young (immature). The glossy black replaced by dull dark brown, 
but sometimes as in adult. Feathers of neck longer and more fluffy. (For 
description of nestling c. 1 week old, see Whistler JBNHS 25: 746.) 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident Sparsely distributed 
throughout the well watered parts of India, both Pakistans, Nepal (to e. 
J250 m. elevation), Ceylon. Locally not uncommon. Low country, plateaux, 
and up to at least c. 650 m. in the peninsular hills in suitable biotope. Affects 
flooded grassland and falloux, irrigated ploughed fields. rain-flU^ puddles 
and depressions, banks of streams, seepage marshes, etc. Often deep in 
forest where marshes occur. Rarely on tidal creeks, and only far up from 
the sea. 
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SIZE. Goose ±; standing!. 106 cm. (3Jft) to top ofhead. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A long-lcggcd, long-Dcckcd, egret-like bird, all 
white except for the longer scapul^ and wing quills which are black. Legs 
and heavy pointed bill red. Feathers of head, neck, and breast long and 
lanceolate. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Like adult, but the black parts are bro\vn or tinged 
bro\vn, and some of the shorter scapulars have brown centres. 

Nestling (in down), snow while, with blackish bill and grey legs and feet. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. WuitCT vxritor, arriving September/ 
October, all gone by March /April. Fairly common in West Pakistan, 
northwestern India, Nepal terai. In smaller numbers east and south in 
the Gangctic Plain (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, .W. Bengal), Assam, 
East Pakistan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra. 
Dccrraringly south through the Deccan (Andhra, Madras, Mysore). The 
records from the eastern ride of the subcontincnl — Bengal, E. Pakistan, 
Assam, etc. — probably relate to the next subspecies {boyciana). 


Ciconia ciconro 



There is a angle right record from Ceylon where it is evidently a rare 
straggler. Also a very doubtful and incredible one of a pair nesting in the 
NW, Province of the island in 1880 (Wait 1931 : 419). 

Parties or small flocks by jhccis and in marshy fields, etc.* 

Extralirmlal. Breeds m Europe north to 60® N, laL, N. Africa, Western 
Asia (Asia Minor, Iraq, Iran, Turkestan). 

GENERAL HABITS. Stalks along scdatdy in search of food on marshy 
grassland, freshly drained fallows or moist fields ploughed for winter crops. 
Though almost domesticated and cnjo>'ing protection by popular sentiment 
as a harbinger of good luck in most countries where it nests, the bird is 
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usually waxy and difficult to approach in its Indian winter quarters. Flight 
— a few Haps followed by a glide — appears leisurely, but is last and strong. 
Royal Air Force pilots in Mesopotamia during World War I docked the 
speed of migrating storks at about 48 miles (77 km.) per hour. Has the 
common habit of soaring on thermals and gliding in cirdcs high up in the 
heavens for many hours at a stretch in company with its allies — other 
stork species, pelicans, etc. Often roosts at night in bare tree-tops. 

FOOD. Frogs, repffies, crustaceans, young rodents, occasionally fish, 
but very largely orthopterous insects, of which seasonally locusts in all 
stages — from egg to adult — form a considerable proportion. For ^ 
reason it enjoys additional protection in many countries both in its breeding 
and wintering areas. 

VOICE. Poorly devdoped. Adults practically silent but for the charac- 
teristic bill-dattcriDg of the family — a form of ' percussion music \ In this 
the head is thrown backward till the croivn and culmen nearly touch the 
back. The' mandibles arc clattered rapidly, producing a castanct-like 
rattling, variable in volume and tempo. The puffed-out gular pouch func- 
tions as a resonator. While thus clattering, the head is slowly" returned to 
the normal position and continued in an arc, till the bill nearly rests on the 
ground. Frequently both birds of a pair (especially in courtship) indulge in 
a bill-clattering duct, standing breast to breast. 

MIGRATION. Little precise data available for India, but southward 
passage (autumn) observed through NW. Pakistan, across the Great Rann 
of Kutch, and Rajasthan. Northward passage (spring) recorded in Kurram 
Valley, April to end May (Whitehead, JBNHS 20: 976). A nestling ringed 
in Braunschweig, Germany (r. 52°N., 10®E.) and recovered a few months 
later in Bikaner, Rajasthan {c. 28‘’N., 73'’E.), was our first positive cvidcnc^ 
that some at least of our winter visitors may derive from Europe. This is 
confirmed by a nestling ringed at Molkenberg, Germany (52M2'N., 
12®12'E.) 3.vii.l97I, recovered at TirunelvcH, Tamil Nadu (r. 8®44'N., 
77“4rE.) January 1973 — c. 7600 km. ESE. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Seasorit March to May. a large stick 

platform placed on buildings, clumncy sUcks, cliffs or tall trees near human 
habitations. In the Middle East old mosques arc commonly resorted to, 
whence the bird’s claim to veneration by the Muslim populace. Knotvn in 
Iran as Haji Ldglag from its habit of settling on mosques and the popular 
belief that it migrates annually for pilgrimage to Mecca! Eggs^ 3 to 5, pure 
white. Average size of 1 20 eggs 73 • 2 X 58 • 8 mm. (Baker). Incubation period 
about 30 days. 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BiU 

Tamis 

Tafl 



(from feathers) 



d'e? 

530—635 

f. 150-220 T 

f. 180-230 

215-240 mm. 

99 

530—590 

140-175 J 




COLOURS OP BARE PARTS, Iris browQ or grcYish brown. Bill bright red. Bare 
loral and orbital skin, and chin, black. Legs and feet bright red. 

The Turkestan race asiatiecj supposedly larger and with a larger bill, is not luffi- 
ciently differentiated and of dubious validity. 
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64. Eastern White Stork* Ckoma dcoma boyciaia Swinhoe 
Geoma hoydata Swinhoe, 1873, Froc. Zool. See. London : 513 (Yokohama) 
Cieonia alba asiatica Severtzov, 1873, Bull. Imp. Soc. Friends Nat. Sd. Anthr. 
and Ethnogr. Moscow 8(2): 145 (Turkestan) 

Baker, FBI No. 2203. VoL 6: 322 

XX>CAX. KAICBS. As fOT 63. 

SEtB. Slightly larger than the preceding, but difference hardly perceptible 
in the field. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Differs from No. 63 chiefly in having a larger and 
block {contra red) bilL 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Uncommon winter visitor to 
Assam, Manipur, and E. Pakistan, where Stuart Baker saw a pair (‘‘with 
conspicuous blaA bills *) in Khulna. 

Extralimtcl^ Breeds from Lower Ussuri and Amur rivers td Korea 
and Japan. 

osKBRAL HABITS. Same as in the nominate race. Notlung spedfically 
recorded in its Indian winter quarters. 

Museum Diagnosis. Black bill and larger measurements ; ^ 9 
- Wing 62CV-70; bill (from Tcathers) 195-222 (Baker), (from ikuU) 200-60 mm, 
(Hartert). 

OOLOURS OP BARS PARTS. * Iiis Tosy pbk With an outer ring of bladt ' (David & 
Oustalet). Bill black in breeding season, tinged purplish at base. Other parts u in 
nominate race (Baker). * Naked "skin round eye red; s3dn of [throat] pouch red; 
bni blackish; legs and feet red * (La Touche). 


65. Black Stork. Cieonia nigra (Linnaeus) 

Ardta mgra Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 142 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2209. Vok 6: 323 
Plate 8, fig. 4 

local name. Svmd (IBndi). 

SIZE. White Stork ±; standing r, 106 cm. {3\ ft.) to top of head. 

field CHARACTERS. A black stork with white underparts. 

Adult. Abovct including head and neck, black highly glossed with 
green, bronze and purple. Below^ lower breast, belly, Bonks and under 
tail-coverts wWte. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Head, neck and upper breast dark brown, each 
leather tipped paler. Mantle dull brownish black. Underparts wlute. 

Nestling (in down). Snow-white with lemon-yellow bill and bright 
rosy legs which later turn almost white* 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTiOM and HABITAT. VfmttT visitof to Wcst Pakistan and 
northern India, from Baluchistan, Sind, NWF. Province, and the Punjab 
through the Nepal lowlands (to r. 900 m. alt) and the Gangctic Plain 
to eastern Assam; south through Rajasthan normally to about Kutch and 
northern Gujarat Rare in the Deccan, south toe. \B®N.lat (ShoUpur dist). 
Has not been recorded in South India, and only once in Ceylon (Phillips, 
Ibis 1940: 333-4). Occurs on spring passage in Kashmir (Ward, JBNHS 
17: 947), and in both spring and autumn in GiJgit (Scully, SF 10: 143), 
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ExtralirmUd, Breeds in Denmark, Sweden, and Germany, cast through 
Russia and Aria to'N. Gluna. Winters also in Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not appreciably different from those of the White 
Stork except that perhaps it usually keeps more to marshy ground and the 
neighbourhood of rivers and inland waters, and is even more shy and wary. 
Seen in pairs, small parties of 10 or 12, or large herds — an exceptional 
one of* not less than 500 * recorded by Hume near the Chenab river, Punjab 
(SF 1 : 106). Its association with the Whitenecked Stork has been repeatedly 
remarked. 


Cieonia nigro 



01 Breeding range 

FOOD. Animal matter — frogs, fish, Crustacea, insects, and occasionally 
young or disabled rodents, birds, etc. 

VOICE. Seldom heard in India, but in breeding season said to be more 
vocal than tVhite Stork, adults producing a variety of guttural notes 
(reported by several observers as ‘ melodious *), and nestlings a hcron-like ' 
chatter. Bill-clattcring is rare. 

BREEDING. Season^ in central Europe April/May. Xist, a large stick 
platform built in a lofty pine, oak, or other tree, 10 to 25 metres from the 
ground; never on buildings. EggSf 3 to 5, blunt oval, white. Average size of 
100 eggs 65-3 X 48'7 nun. (Baker). 

(For a full account of breeding, courtship, etc. sec Witherby ei al. 
1939, 3; 116-18, mostly culled from the excellent observations of Horst 
Siewert in Germany, recorded in his book Storche, 1932.) 

Museum DtACNOsa, For full description of plumages etc. see Witherby 1939, 


3: 117-18. 

M2A5URZMZNTS 'Ving 

520-805 


Bill Tarsus 

, 160-190 t. ieO-200 
(from feathers) 


Tan 

190-240 cam. 
(Baker) 


Wright of an adult male recorded by ScuUy, 7 lb. ( “ 3'17 kg.). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis biown Of bUck. Bill red, pale at tip. Bare ftrial 
deep red. Legs and feet coral or scarlet>red. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Longevity: 14 years (/fw^, 1962, 33: 148). 

Genus Ephippiorhynchus Bonaparte 
BpltippiarhyncJms Bonaparte, 1885, Consp. Av. 2: J06. Type, by monotypy, Mjclfftc 
savgaUnsis Shaw 

Bm very tong, and curved flightly upwards at the tip. Tanui very long- Head 
Fntji neck completely feathered* 

66. Blacknwied Stork. Ephippiorkymhis asialicia asialicus (Latham) 

A^cUria asiatica 1790, Ind« Om., 2: 670 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 2211, VoL 6: 326 
Plate 8, fig. 1 

Local names. Beneraj, LoharySagi Loha sarong (Hindi) ; I^h&Jhtgh or lehS^ng)^^ 
(Bengal); Telia hareng (Assam); Perija ndrdi (Tamil); Pedld nd/H konga (Tclugu); 
dli kekka (Sinhala). 

czE. Psdntcd Stork -f ; standing c. 135 cm. (4J ft.) to top of hmd. ^ 
FIELD gharactters. A handsomc black-and-white stork wim masnir 
black bill and long coral-red legs. In overhead flight large size, 
and bill, pure white underparts (including all wing quills) with a broa 
black diagonal band across each wing diagnostic. ^ » i 

Adult . Above, head, neck, scapulars, and black, brilliantly glossw 
with grcen-bluc, purple, and bronze. Back (intcrscapulan^ to upper tail- 
coverts) pure Avhite. Below, from upper breast to imder tail-covcrts, pure 
white. Sexes alike except for toIout of eyes; brown m male, conspicuous 

bright lemon-yellow in female. r ni ..v 

Young (immature). Rather like a large washed-out example oi niacE 
Stork; the glossy black parts replaced by dull brown; white parts less pure 
and duskier. , j a 

Nestling (in down). Completely snow-wlute at fint, head ana neat 
changing to greyish black later. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident. Wdespread but ip^ 
and nowhere abundant. AH India (rare in the south), both pakist^» Hep 
terai, Ceylon (low country dry zone). Affects lowland marshes, jhcco, an 
large rivers. Occarionally tidal mangrove swamps. ^ . m, r/. 

Extralimiial. Burma, Malaysia, Thailand, Indochinese countno. 1 nc ra 
australis extends the spedcs to Australia. " , . 

general HABITS. Kccps solitarily or in widely separated pairs 
\rith recognized feeding territories ; after the breeding sc^n in stnaU par 
consisting of adults and young. Usually seen wading in shallow wa 
stalking sedatdy on a squclchy marsh in search of food, or squatte on 
tarri on dry groimd at the edge. Has the characteristic stork habit of soanng 
and drcling aloft in the heat of the day. Normally shy and luspicio^* 
food. Chiefly fish, but also frogs, reptiles, crab*, and any oth^ 
animals that can be come by. Observed capturing live coots, 
ming flight, and swallowing them entire (Panday, J. D., 1974, JBNH k r 

I4I). 
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VOICE. Of adults unrecorded. When disturbed on nest, or otherwise 
agitated, e.g. a wounded bird about to be captured, the bill is clattered 
aggi^ssively. Downy nestHngs being hand-reared produced * a sort of ekaA 
followed by tpge-wte-vee repeated two or three times *. They also stretched 
up their necks and clattered their bills when suddenly disturbed, and then 
produced the above sounds (McCann, JBNHS 34: 581). 

DISPLAY. Since Hume’s vivid but fragmentary account in and 

Eggs of Indian Birds (1890, 3: 266) nothing new has been added to warrant 
a reinterpretation of the antics described. Hume wrote: ‘ A pair will gravdy 
stalk up to each other, and when about a yard or two feet apart stand 
(ace to face, extend thdr long black and white wings, and while they flutter 
these very rapidly, so that the points of the wings of one flap against the 
p<^ts of the othei^s wings, advance thdr heads till they nearly meet, and 
both simultaneously clatter their bills like a <x>uple of watchmen’s rattles.* 
See also Kahl, M. P., 1 970, JBNHS 67(3) • 457-8. . 

BREZDiNO. Season^ overall September to December varying locally with 
the early or late cessation of the rains. Hcsif an enormous platform of sticks, 
often thorny, 1 to 2 metres in diameter, ■with the central portion lined wdth 
straw, leaves, bits of rag, etc. Placed singly 20 to 25 metres up near the top 
of a la^e pecpxil (Ficur wltgiani) or similar tree standing solitary in the 
midst of cultivation, not necessarily close to water. Eggs, 3 or 4, rarely 5, 
typical broad blunt smooth-textured ovals, white in colour with the inner 
membrane dull green. Average size of 75 eggs 72*1 X 53*4 mm. (Baker). 

Both sexes ‘biuld the nest and feed the young by regurgitation on to 
the nest floor. Share of the sexes in incubation, and incubation period, 
unr«»rdcd. 

Museum Diagnosis 

MZASmuOCEKTS 

Wing BUI Tazsm TsU 

, (from feathers) 

(f9 565-645 298-324 c. 300-333 * 257-281 mm- 

(Batcr) 

coLOUits or BAKE PAKTi. IHs dark brown; 9 lanon-yeDow. B31 black. 
Naked sldn of gular pouch and ey^di dull purple. Lep and feet coral-red. 

. Gentis Leptoptilos Lesson 

Leptoptdos LcMon, 1831, Traiti d’Om., livr. 8: 583. Type, by subsequent 
designation, Ardsa dubia Gmelin 

Cf. Kahl, P., 1972, AreUa 60; 97-111. 

B31 very large, high at base, tapering gradually to tip. Culmen and oomxniaure 
almost strsught, the former about as long as, or a little longer than, tarns. Nostrils 
small , narrow, pla^d near culmen. Head and. neck naked except for sparse scattered 
bair-llke feathers. &Qwn bald, 

67. Adjntsmt Stork. Leptoptilos duhius (GmcUn) 

Ardea duiia Gmelin, 1769, Syst. Nat,, 1(2); 624 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. ^212, VoL 6; 327 
Plate' 8, fig. 10 

IjOCal names. Birgila, GdrSr, I^eda dhm:k (HindO: Dhink (Mirshikars, Bpiar); 
Dusta (Hindi in Deccan); Hargila (Bengal); Peemgald hngo (Tclugu). 
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from her calf* (Oates), and * a loud grunting croak not unlike the low of a 
bufialo *. How these sounds are produced is not known since the bird is 
devoid of true voice muscles. 

DISPLAY. Only incompletely recorded. Courtship dance described as 
riTTii lar to that of the Blacknecked Stork (q.v.), but copulation only observed 
in a tree and not following the dance on the ground (Baker) . 

BREEDINO. ^’earen, overall October tojanuary, varying locally >rith early 

or late cosation of the nuns. The only specific record for India b an old 
one (January 1883) of Baker’s in the ^ulna Sunderbans where about 
40 or 50 pairs nested for many years on lofty trees in dense forest on the edge 
of a vast area of swamp and lake. The breeding grounds par excellence, 
however, seem to lie in S. Burma where incredible numbers congregate to 
breed on the pinnadcs of the Umestone rocks and in lofty trees along the 
Ataran river in Pegu ctistrict. It has been suggested that Indian Adjutants 
probably all migrate to this area to nest. (For a full account of the remark- 
able <»lony see Hume & Oates 1890, 2: 260-4.) According to Smythies 
1953: 523, no recent information is available about this colony. 

Kest, an enormous platform of coarse sticks I to 2 metres in diameter 
and up to a metre deep, placed far out on a near-horizontal branch of a 
lofty tree such as Salmalia. Eggs, 3 or 4 — sometimes 2, but never 5 — 
usually badly soiled. Broad ovals, more or less equal at both ends; fine- 
textured and smooth-surfaced wiA the inner membrane very dark green. 
Average size of 50 eggs 77-3 X 57-5 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in 
n«t building and incubation; presumably also in feeding the young (not 
recorded). Incubation period unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis 
measurements 

Wing Bill Tazsus Tail 

9 (from feathers) 

800-820 320-345 320-330 310-335 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS Of BARE PARTS. Irb whilc Or ydlo^ish white (sddt); blue-brovm 
(young). BUI pale ydlot^ish or greenish fleshy, more red near base in breeding 
season. Bare sldn of head dull reddish bro^-n, turning to brick-red on hindneck and 
bUckhh on Ibrecrown. Pouch and neck jellow; more pink on pouch and fleshy 
pink on the end, where it is moreover spotted with black. Legs and feet pale greyish 
while to pale homy brown. 

* The pouch can be extended to a great size, looking like a ebUd’s pink balloon 
vrith smeary blade spots ' (Baker) . 

mbceuantous. The popular folk belief, recorded by the Mogul Emperor 
Baber in his Memoirs, still persists that if you split the head of an Adjutant 
before death you may extract from it the fabulous Z^diar-Ttiokra or * sn^c- 
stone*, allc^dly a potent antidote against snake- and all other kinds 
of poison. 

68. l^eiier or Haircrested Adjntant. Leptoptilos jcsadais (Horsfidd) 
Cittma HorsficH, 1821, Trans, linn. Soc. London, 13(1): 188 (Jav») 

Baker. FBI No- 2213, Voh 6; 329 
PUie 8, fig* 

LOCAL NAMES. ChlrJorS^ Choxdsrjt, Chen£sri, Beng gcr, QAota gortir. (Hindi); 
MSdinckur, MeierSck (Bengal); Telia moera («*bald head*, Assam); Ber 


106 CICONIIFORMES 

SIZE. Vulture +, standing 12fr-150 cm. (4 to 5 ft.) to top ofhead. 

FIELD CHARAcrrERs. The largest and ugh'est of our storks; black, grey 
arid dirty wMte wth naked reddish and y^ow head and neck and a huge 
four-side!d ’wedge-shaped bilL A naked pinkish gular pouch 25-35 cm. 
long, hanging from base of neck, distinguishes it from the Smaller Adjutant 
(next spedes). 

In O'vcrhead flight the broad blade wngs with a wMtish band along the 
middle are distinctive. 

Adult (breeding). Ahovct including srings and tail, bladddi slaty grey 
slightly glossed with green. Innermost secondaries and greater wing-covcrti 
silvery grey forming a broad band on wing. A ruff of fluffy wlutc feathers 
round base of neck. Below, white, including soft fiimsy under tail-coverts. 

Adult (non-breeding) lacks the silvery grey wing-band. Sexes alike. 

Young pmmaturc). Scantily featheiwi on the naked parts. Inner 
secondaries and coverts dark brown. Nestling (in down). Pure white, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncertain. Largely nomadic and 
local migrant Breeding principally, and abundantly, in Burma, but only 
sporadically in Assam, Orissa, and the Sunderbans. Not uncommon in 
northern India — chiefly during the rains — from Sind tlirough Kutch, 
N. Gujarat, Rajasthan, Nepal tend, and the Gangetic Plain to Assam and 
E. PaUstan. Rare in the Deccan. Norrecorded in the southern Peninsula, 
Andamans, or Ceylon. At jbeels and marshes, and on outskirts of habitations. 

ExtralimitaJ. Burma, Thailand, Malayan, Indochinese coimtries, 
Sumatra, Java, Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps Singly or in small parties, stalking about with 
a martial gait (whence its Engli^ name) on. marshland and jheels, parti- 
cularly where the water is drying and concentrating the fish life in shallow 
puddles. WTien not actively feeding it spends the time standing hunched up, 
or squatting on its shank< head ludicrously drawn in betw’een the shoulders, 
and often with the mandibles agape. The birds consort freely with kites and 
^ . vultures to feast on animal carcases dumped on the countryside or on 
village outskirts. In the last century, when municipal sanitation was more 
primitive than now, large numbers of Adjutants haunted the city of Calcutta, 
perching boldly on moftops etc, for the offal and refuse, and rendered 
valuable serricc as scavengers. The flight, attained by running a few steps 
for the take-off with noisy flapping of the huge wings, is the acme of grace 
and buoyancy once the bird is fairly launched, and its effortless sailing in 
circles high up in the heavens in company svith vultures and other storks 
is a sight that ne\'er fails to impress. The precise significance and function 
•of the pendent sac at the base of the neck is obscure. It communicates with 
the nasal cavity and is Lmconnected with the gullet. Therefore it cannot 
receive or store food as is popularly believed. In greeting display bill pointed 
vertically upward and clattered loudly {contra doumivard in African Marabou 
— Kahl). 

FOOD. Fishes, frogs, reptiles (Vipera russelli, Urmastix hardwickn taken 
from stomachs), crustaceans, and almost any manageable living thing it 
can come by. Also largely carrion. Observed w’alking down, capturing and 
swallowing maimed wold ducks (Panday, J. D., 1974, JBNHS 71(1): 141) 

VOICE. Besides the characterUtic bill<lattering of the family it is 
described as emitting a sound like * the lowing of a cow when separated 
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tohola (Nowgong, Assam) ; Dodd hmga^ Dodd gdft' gain (Tdugu) ; Meoa koJibi (Taiml, 
Ceylon); Mena (Sinhala); Virsdnaiicken (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Vulture +; standing 1 10-120 cm. (3i to 4 ft.) to top ofhead. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large stork with massive dirty yeUo'wish wedge- 
shaped bill. Chiefly glossy metallic black above, white bdow, with sparse 
hair-like feathers on almost naked reddish ydlow head and neck. Very 
ri mil a r to the Adjutant, but somewhat smaller size, less erect carriage, 
black instead of slaty upperparts, and absence of neck-pouch diagnostic. 
Sexes alike. 

In non-breeding plumage lacks the copper spots near the tips of the larger 
secondary coverts. 

Young (immature). Upper plumage less glossy; head and neck more 
feathered. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUnoN and HABITAT. Resident, nomadic (especially in the 
rains), and locally migratory. Assam, Bengal, Pakistan, Bihar, Orissa, 
Kerala, Ceylon. Recorded also from Andhi^ Uttar Pradesh (Lucknow 
Division), Delhi, Nepal ferai, Kutch and R^asthan, but uncommon in conti- 
nental India. Affects well watered tracts- — si%*amps and pools in forest, 
jhccls, flooded land, etc. 

Extralimstal. Burma, Malaysia, Borneo, Java, Sumatra, S. 

GENERAL HABITS. UsuaUy Solitary; not different frum the Adjutant’s 
except that it is less of a scavenger, docs not haunt the naghbourhood of 
human habitations, and is much more shy and retiring. At close quarters 
the noise made by its wings in flight has been liken^ to the humming of 
tej^raph wires in a wind. See also Kahl, M- P., 1970, JBNHS 67(3): 459-60. 

FOOD. Fish, frogi, reptiles, crustaceans, and locusts recorded. 

VOICE. * Heard making same guttural noise as Ciconia epxscopus * 
(Inglis, JBNHS 15: 75). No other data. 

DISPLAY. Beyond that * the nuptial dance consists of the same fantastic 
steps and gestures as those assumed by the I-argc Adjutant *, and that 
both sexes take an equal part in the display, nothing recorded. 

BREEDING. BakcT, 1935, (4 : 448-9): ‘Nesting in Ceylon, Travancore, 
parts of the Malabar coast, Madras Presidency, E. Bengal, and Assam.* 
For some of these areas, c.g. Kerala, only circumstantial evidence is so far 
available. Within our limits Assam is probably where the largest number of 
nests is to be found. Season, Novemb^ to January. Hesl, a huge slide plat- 
form c. 120 to 150 cm. in diameter and 30 to' 120 cm . d^p depending upon 
for how long annually renovated. Placed in lofty trees suA as Sclmalia 
standing in forest, 12 to 30 metres from the ground. Eggs, indistinguishable 
from those of the larks’ Adjutant even in size. Average of 50 eggs 76 *4 y 
55*3 mm. (Baker). A curious habit, apparently fairly general, is reported 
b>* Baker of the birds jabbing tiicir eggs with thdr bills when aptated, as 
by a collector climbing up to the nesL Share of tht: sexes in the domestic 
chores, as well as incubation period, unrecorded. 

Muslum DiACKOsn 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bin Tairuj TaH 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 500-600 '260-305 228-268 230-253 mm. 
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coLouKs 09 BAU PASTS. Iris white. Bill diiU ycUow, the tip odutxih and base 
tzsged red in the bre e di n g season. Bare iHn of crown gr cen iib brown. Face and 
neck yellow, tinged with brick^red in the b r eeding season. and feet g reeni s h 
brown to almost black (Baker). 

In a freshly killed noo^breedlng adult noted as follows r Iris slaty grey. 
Bald crown greyish bxscuit*coIour. BQl pinkish biscuit colour. Sides of head and 
extreme base of neck pale pink; rest of neck bright tuimetic yellow. Legs, feet and 
claws slaty black. 
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B Bill long, straight, ipatula-shapcd at end, coloured black wth terminal 
half bright ydlow; plumage snduding biuhy nuchal crest white (stand- 
ing c. 60 cm. 25 in.) Plaicka Uueondui (adult, breeding) 

Similar to above but lacking nuchal crest 

PlataUtt kueoTodia (adult, non-breeding) 

non-breeding adult but primaries tipped with black 
Plctaifa Uucorodia (juvcnal) 
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Fanlily Threskiornithidae. Ibises, Spoonbill 

Comparatively long and bare-legged gregarious waterside or marsh* birds related 
to and resembling storks, herons, and egrets, with whom they normally associate. 
Plumage in Indian representatives chiefly white, or black, or chestnut with metalUc 
gloss. Bill long, slender, grooved and decurved (ibises), or extremely Battened and 
spatulate at tip (spoonbill). Nostril placed at base of a long, narrow groove on 
eadi side of culmen. Face and throat, or whole head and neck, bare in some species. 
Neck slender, longisb, outstretched in Bight Wings long; tail short Legs and toes 
moderately long; tibiae partly bare; toes webbed at base. Sexes alike or nearly so. 

RAROE. N. and S. America, Africa (including Madagascar), the southern 
Palacarctic Region, Australia. Some species migratory. 

TEcmncAt DTAONOSzs. Withcrby 1939, 3:118; Stresemann, 1927-34 Aves: 806 
(under Plegadidae). 

CLASsmcATiON. RipIcy 1961, Synopsis: 22-23. 


Key to the Indian forma 

A Bin long, curved downward, generally dark coloured, plumage white, 

glossy black, or chestnut 1 

1 Naked skin of head and neck black; plumage nearly all white, 
elongated inner secondaries forming slaty grey ornamental plumes 

(75 cm- =5 30 in,) 

Threskiomu melanocephala (adult, breeding) 

Similar to above but plumes lacking 

Threskxomis mlenoctpfuUa (adult, non-breeding) 

Similar to non-breeding adult but neck and most of head feathered, 

primaries tipped wth black 

TheifdoTms melcmauphala (juvenal) 

Head black, naked, covered with red warts, neck feathered ; plumage 
mostly glossy black with white patch on shoulder (68 cm. *= 27 in.) 

'' Psaidibis papillosa (adtilt) 

Resembling above but lacking red warts, and plumage overall dull 

glossless brown..*. Pseudtbis papilhsa (juvenal) 

Smaller (52 cm. = 25 in.). Plumage of head, neck, and underparts 
rich chestnut-brown, wings and tail glossed with metallic greenish 

purple PUgadis faldntllm (adult, breeding) 

Similar to above but head and neck brown, streaked vrith white 

PUgadxs faUxnellus (adult, non-^breeding) 

Like non-breeding adult but overall plumage dull ashy brown 
instead of chestnut PUgadis faUxnettus (juvcnal) 
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Genus Threskiornis G. R. Gray i 

TTireskiamisG. R. Gray, 1842, App. to List Gen. Bds.: 13. Type, by original 
designation, Tantalus asthiopiciu I.atham 

Head and neck naked in adult. Bill deeply downcurved, stout, blunt Nwtril 
linear. Tibia feathered only on upper half; tamis reticulated. Toes long, webbed 
between the bases, bordered by a membrane to the claws. Tail of twelve feathers. 
In breeding season inner secondaries longer than primaries, disintegrated, forming 
ornamental plumes. 

The genus ranges from Africa through India and the SE. Asian countries and 
islands to Australia. 

69. White Ibis. Threskiornis aelhioptca melanocephala (Latham) 

Tantalus melanocepkalus Latham, 1790, Index Om., 2 : 709 (India) 

Baker FBI No. 2203 Vol. 6: 314 
Plate 8, fig. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. Munda, Sajed baza, Didhar (Hindi); Kaehator (Pumea, Bihar); 
Miindukk (Minhikars, Bihar) ; KasUehara, Soda dockara (Bengal) ; Boga akeki hg 
(Assam); Tattu kokka, DoMkatH kokka (Sinhala); ThSldikdththi thondan (Tamil); 
irdrMnh* kokka (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Large domestic hen length c. 75 cm. (30 in.). \ 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A largish snow-whitc marsh bird with naked black 
head and neck, and long black downcurved curlew-like bill. 

In flight bare blood-red patches on Banks and under wng conspicuous. 

Adult (breeding), with some slaty grey in scapulars and in the elongated 
fiisintegrated inner secondaries. Long ornamental plumes overhanging base 
of , neck. In non-breeding plumage the slaty grey scapulars, ornamental 
secondaries and neck plumes are replaced by ordinary feathers. Sexes 
alike. 

Young (immature) has only face and round the eye bare; rest of head 
and neck feathered. In newly fledged (flying) juvenile, Jicad and hind neck 
well clothed with black or slaty- down. Front of neck covered with short 
white disintegrated feathers. Bare skin under wing black, not blood-red 
as in adult. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsid^t, nomadic (and/or locally 
migratory), depending on water conditions. AJl India, both P aki sta n s, 
Nc^al tcrai, Ceylon. Plains and plateau country. 

Affects rivers, jhcels, marshes, inundated ploughed land and fallova; 
occasionally tidal mudflats and brackish lagoons. 
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ExtralxmitaL Burma, sporadically to China and Japan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarious. Normally parties and moderate to large 
flocks, often associated with storks, spoonbills, and such other marsh-frcqucnt** 
ing birds. Saunters actively on squclchy mud or in shallow water probing 
with partly open mandibles into the bottom ooze, often with head almost 
completely submci^cd. Morsels of food are forceped out and swallowed with 
an upward jerk of the bill. Flight strong and direct attained by steady rapid 
wing-strokes punctuated by short glides, the head and neck outstretched, 
cither in V-formation or in evenly-spaced single file. Roosts and nests in 
trees. 

FOOD. Almost entirely animal — fish, frogs, molluscs, insects, worms, 
etc. — but some vegetable matter (algae ?) also taken. Stomachs of small 
downy nestlings contained pulpy olive-brown and .green vegetable matter, 
and elytra of tiny blackish beetles, c. 5 mm. long (SA). 

VOICE. Normally silent. In the breeding season * a remarkably loud 
booming call* (Doig); not confirmed by other observers. In breeding 
colony * a scries of peculiar grunts, not loud but vibrant likened to the 
mumble of many people talking together (Bates). Subdued nasal grunts by 
adults on the nest tree (SA). 

BREEDING. Colomally, in association with storks, herons, cormorants, 
and other marsh birds, with a tendency to segregation into discrete 
mohallas. 

Season, in N. India June/July to October, varying wth early or late 
monsoon and filling of tanks and jhcels; in S. India and Ceylon November 
to February /March. Nest, a smallish platform of sticks c. 25 to 30 cm. across, 
usually unlincd, built in moderate-sized trees (Acaa'a, Prosopis, Barringtonia, 
etc.) standing in or near \vatcr, or on the tops of partially submerged shrubs 
{Zi^yphus, Capparis horrida, etc.) ; sometimes on the outskirts of a village. 
Eggs, 2 to 4, smooth-surfaced long ovals, chalky w’hitc with a faint bluish 
tinge. Immaculate or sparingly marked wth small spots and blotches of 
light or dark browm, more densely at the broad end. Average size of 1 50 eggs 
63-5 X 43*1 tnm. (Baker). Both sexes take part in nesi-buildmg and all 
the domestic chores. Incubation period estimated at 23-25 days (uncon- 
firmed). In the heat of the day, while irtcubating or standing about on the 
nest tree, the bill is partly, open, the throat pulsating incessantly. Ncst- 
feeding by regurgitation, the nestling wrestling with the parent’s bill to 
receive food directly from gullet. Not picked up from nest floor as in storks. 
Nestlings commonly predated on by Pallas’s and Spotted eagles {Haliaeelus 
leucor^phus and Aquila clanga) and other raptors. On onslaught by eagle the 
parents fluff out plumage menacingly, erect rump and xmder tail-covcrfs, 
lower head and bill and open out wngs, biting the neighbouring twigs in 
rage and lunging out at the marauder viciously but usually ineffectively. 
The eggs and hatchlings (as ofolhcr birds in heronries) suffer heavy depreda- 
tion from House Crows {Comis splendens), which habitually infest such 
places. 

Museum Diacnosu. Chick (tndcnsn) snow.\vhite with forehead, ctohtj (to below 
ear coverts), and nape, vel\*cly black. Chin, ventral side of neck, dcn\-n centre of 
abdomen, and underside of wings naked or almost naked, the skin pale vinous 
pint. Egg tooth penists at tip ofsl>ort waxy bill till third or fourth day. 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d'9 343-370 139-170 r. 99-115 133-145 mm. 

(Baker) 

[A freshly killed ad. cJ* (Gujarat) measured Wing 381; bill (from ikuH) 185; 
tarsus 119; tail 129 mm. (SA)} 

coLOints or bare parts. Iris red-brown or red. Bill black. Naked skin of head 
and neck bluish black. Bare skin of flanks and under wing blood-red. Legs and feet 
glossy black. 

Genus Pseudxbis Hodgson ^ 

Pseudtbis Hodgson, 1844, in Gray’s Zool. Misc.: 86. Type, bymonotypy, 

Ibis papulosa Temminck 

Only the head and nape naked in adults contra Threskiorras which has also^ the 
neck bare. Bill slenderer, legs and feet shorter than in Threskiornis, Rumage prifld* 
pally black. Inner secondaries of normal shape in breeding season (not lengthened or 
disintegrated), and no long ornamental plumes at base ofnecL 

70. Indian Black Ibis. Pseudtbis papilhsa paptlhsa (Temminck) 

Ibis papilhsa Temminck, 1824, PL Col., Hvr, 51, pL 304 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 2204, Vol. 6: 316 
Plate 8, 'fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. BSzo, KolS hS^, Kdron kul (Hindi); KSh ioduaa (Bengal), 
Kdla akohi bog (Assam) ; Nella kdnkdnam (Telugu). 

SIZE. Domestic hen White Ibis — . Length c. 68 cm. (27 in.). ^ ' 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A distinctive glossy black marsh bird with tlcnacr 
downcurved curlew-Iike bill, a small but conspicuous white patch near 
shoulder of wing, and brick-red legs. A triangular patch of brilliant warts 
covering top of naked bladk head. Sexes alike. 



X e. i 


Young (immature). Overall dull gloslcss brown including feathered 
crown, head, and throat. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident West Pakistan (Sind), 
Gujarat, Rajasthan, hnd throughout the Gangctic Plain and peninsuw 
India south to Mysore. Sparingly in Nepal (tcrai and dim), Bengal, and 
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Assam. Notrecorded&om the Wert Cloas^ Kerala, Ceylon, or the Andamans. 
Affects dry plains and cultivated country. 

Extralinatal. Recorded as having occurred in Aialcan, though the race 
normally, found in Burma, Thailand, and the Indochinese countries is 
davisom in which the red warty patch on head is obsolete. 

OENEXAL HABITS. Keeps in small parties of 3 or 4 or flocks of 8 to 10 
indiwduals; sometimes up to 50 or more. Less dependent on water than ' 
White Ibis, prcfeir^ to forage on the drier margins ofjheels, river banks, 
and in stubble fields; only oaisionally wading into puddles. Flight and 
behaviour similar to that of White Ibis. 

FOOD. Among the stomach contents of specimens. Mason & Lefioy 
(1912) identified fiogs, small fish, earthworms, beetles and other insects 
(including Bracfybypa achaiami adults, and larvae of Cybisttr confitsvi, 
Agnlis sp., and Hjirofldlus sp.). In addition, lizards, small snakes, scorpions, 
crustaceans, and a quantity of grain have also been recorded. 

VOICE. . On the whole silent A loud nasal screaming cry of two or three 
notes r eminis cent of the Brahminy Duck {Tahmafcmiguua), uttered chiefly 
on the wing (SA). 

breeudio. Not in mixed heronries. Usually individual nests by them- 
selves; rarely small colonies of 3 to 5 pairs in same tree. Setuon, variable: 
between March and October in N. India; later in Gujarat, Deccan, and the 
south. JVeit, a large stick platform c. 35 to 60 cm. in diameter, 10 to 15 cm. 
deep, loosely and untidily lined with straw. Built in a large tree such as 
banyan or peepul, or among the bases of leaf stalks in a palmyra (Borasstts) 
palrn, 6 to 12 metres up. Old nests of kites and vultures ficquently utilized. 
Fresh material added to the nests even vdien incubation well advanced. 
Eggs, 2 to 4, pale bluish green, some spotless but the majority sparsely 
flecked and blotched with pale reddish; broad to moderately long ovals with 
a smooth surface. Aver^ size of 59 eggs 63-0 X 43-8 mm (Baker). Both 
sexes incubate. Period of incubation, and other details, unrecorded. 

Mtazms Diaonosis 

UEASUXZSCENTS 

Wing Bill "■ Tarsus TaU ' 

(from feathen) 

<?9 365-400 138-158 75-85 165-1&4 mm- ‘ 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris browTush ydlow to bright orange-red- BUI 
plumbeotif gr een to dull bladdsh g r ee n - Naked skin of head black; crown and nape 
bright coral-red or biidc-rcd. Legs and feet brick-red. 


Genus Pleoadis Kaup 

PUgejxs Kaupi 1829, Sktzz. Entw.— Gcsch.; 82. Tj'pe, by monotypy, 
TayitalttS Jdtdnellas Linnaeus 

Head feathered except on lores and a small area in front of C)‘es. Tarsi long, scutella- 
ted in front, reticulated behind- Toes long and slender; daw of middle toe pectinated. 
Bill long, curved, more slender even than in Pstudibis, 
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Extralimital, S. Europe, the Mediterranean and Middle Ka rt countrio, 
Baluchistan, Afghanistan, Turkestan, Burma. Also Africa, Madagascar, 
and parts of southern North America. The race peregrims inhabits the 
Philippines and Indoneda to Australia. 

icoRATTON. A juvenile ringed in the Volga Delta, USSR, c, 45®55' 
N., 47®45*E, (9.VU.1931) was recovered at Deolah, Nasik dist., e, 
20®N., 74®E. (14.iii.l934). Another juvciulc ringed in the same locality, 
12.vii.l941, recovered in Malda district, West Bengal, e. 25®N., 88® 
30'E, {e. 15.iv.l942). These consdtute our first positive proof tjiat the 
reddent population is augmented in winter by northern migrants. 

OENERAi. HABITS. Gtegarious; usually tame and confiding. Small parties 
or frocks of up to 40 or 50. Feeds like White Ibis on marshland or in shallow 
water, sometimes wading in up to the belly and submer^g head com- 
pletely. Flight — a series of rapid "iring-beats foUow'cd by a glide — and 
other habits similar to White and Black Ibises (qq.v.). Hoc^ fry in V- 
formation-or in diagonal w'avy ribbons. Perches and roosts on trees. 

7000. Molluscs, crustaceans, worms and insects. Possibly also tadpoles 
and small frogs as recorded elsewhere. 

VOICE. Normally silent. In breeding season adults utter a peculiar 
bleating reminiscent of a sheep (Heinroth). Another call described as 
‘ a decidedly corvine prolonged guttural croak ' (Lilford). 

BREEDING. Goloiiial; in mixed heronries. Sporadic. Recorded in Sind, 
Oudh, Orissa, Assam, Manipur. Season, mainly May to July. Pfest smaHwh , 
of slides, c. 30 cm. across and e. J2 cm. deep, on moderate-rized tre es such as 
kindl {Prosopis spidgerd^ standing in clumps in or near water. Eggs, 2 or 3 
(in Europe up to 5), deep imspotted blue-green, smooth-textured long 
ovals, more or less pointed at bo^ ends, somewhat more at the *mal! end. 
Average aze of 100 eggs 52*18 x 36*9 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share 
incubation. Penod 21 days (Heinrolh). No recorded in India; ibr 

Europe sec Witherby 1939, 3: 123. 

Mubum Diagnocs 

UZASUREMZNTS 

Wing Bill Tanrn Tail 

(frtsn featbexs) 

tJ’9 248-298 93-144 e. 85-100 94-106 mm. (Baker) 

Female smaller than male: for European Hnis Wing 290-306; 99 264-277 
mm. Weight c. 750 gm. (Heinroth). 

ooiouRS OF BARR FARTS. Iris gTcy, brown, or mo ttTgri grey brown. Bin 
da^ livid, olive-grey or plumbeom brown; (*bare «Vtn at base lead-Uue* — 
Ticdmxst). Naked sl^ of free and nnmd eye livid. Legs and feet bro nze -brown, 
bltmh (* gre en is h * — Ticehxirst) above ‘ knee *. 

KBCELLANEOtB. Lojigcvity (fium ringing data) e, 20 years {Idsig, 1962, 
33: 148). 

Genus Peatalea Linnaeus 

Platitln linnactrt, 1753, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 139. Typ^ by sufasetjuent desgnatioo, 
Pleialta Linnaem 

Both mandibles greatly flattened, becoming broader spoon-shaped at the 
tip, where they are slightly decurved. Face and throat L^ hfrg; Hhia 

leathered; taxsus reticulated in front and behind. Toes Img, b or d ered by amemfaane, 
w^bed at base. 
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71. Glossy Ibis. Plegadis' faldnelbis JalcvuUus (linnacus) 

Taitalas Faldnellus Linnaeus, 1766, S>'5t. Nat., cd. 12,: 241 (Aiatria imd Italy) 
Baker, FBI No. 2206, VoI.*6: 318 
Plate 8, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAKZ3. Kcwori, Kotccf, Chhota huze (Hindi); Kadda tora (Bengal); Thai 
karkdrSm (Telugu) ; Kardppu kottan (Tamil, Ce>4oD) ; Rcbt doe (Stnhala). 

SIZE. Domestic hen Black Ibis — . Length e. 52 cm. (25 in,). 
riELD CHARACTERS. A small bladdsh ibis with feathered head and 
characteristic slender downcurved bilL 
Adult (breeding). Above, rich dark chestnut or maroon-brown, heavily 
glossed \rith green and purple on head, neck, chin, throat, lower back, and 
rump. Tail black gloss^ with green and purple. Below, chestnut. Under 
tail-covcrts and a^dllaries deep purple. Sexes alike. 

Adult (non-breeding). Head and neck bro^vn, streaked with white. 
Scapulars and innermost wing-coverts glosty green-blue. 

Young (immature). Like adult in vdnter, but dull (unglossed) ashy 
brown instead of chestnut. 


PItgodU felcintllta 



Nestling, clothed in black down. Bill rose-coloured, with a black band 
at middle and lip which disappear with fledging of chick (Heinroth). 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Partly resident and nomadic, partly, 
winter visitor. West Pakistan (Sind), Uttar Pradesh, Nepal (plains and 
terai), Gangetic Plain, Madhya Pradesh, Deccan, Rajasth^, Kutch, 
Gujarat, Orissa, W. Bengal, E. Pakistan (Sylhet, Faridpur), Assam, Mani- 
pur. Very rare in Ceylon and Maidive Is., recorded only sue times, August 
tojanuar)*, between I960 and 1973 (CBCN). 
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72. SpoonHlL PlalaUa Icucorodui nu^or Temminck & Schlegd 

PlataUa m^or Temminck & Schlegel, 1849, n Siebdd, Fauna Jap-* Aves; 119, 
pL 73 (Japan) 

Baker FBI No. 2202, VoL 6: 311 
Plate 8, bg. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. ChSsT&h bSzo, ChSmdiS (Hindi); Chmta, Kkmte bak (Bengal); 
Khantiya bog (Assam) ; Centa mSku konga (Telugu) ; Kdrandi miikh nare (Tamil, T.N.) ; 
Ch&ppdi ehondan (Tamil, Cc>’lon); Han£ elowS (Sinhala). 

S 12 X. Domestic duck ; standing c. 60 cm. (24 in.) to top of head. 
FIELD cHARAcrrERS. A loDg-lcggcd, long-Dcckcd, snow-white marsh bird 
with a distinctive long, flat, black-and-yellow spatula-shaped bilL A 
cinnamon-yellow patch at base of forenedc, naked yellow throat, and long, 
''bare, black legs. Sexes alike. In breeding season with a long white bushy 
nuchal crest, erected in display or to express anger or other emotions. 



Xr-i 

Young (immature), has the primary wing-coverts tipped with black. 
AH primaries black-shafted, the first three l^gcly blotiied and mottled 
with black, 4th and 5th with black tips. 

Nestling, covered with white down. Bill at hatclung of normal shaj^ 
short, pink, and fleshy, gradually thickening and becoming bulbous at tip 
with slight decurvadon. Assumes characteristic ‘ spoon * shape when chi ck 
fiill-flcdged. 

STATUS, DBTRXBunoN and HABITAT. Partly resident and n om adi^ partly 
winter visitor. West Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind), East Pakistan, pracdcally 
all India, Nepal (term), and Ceylon. Plains and plateau coimtry. Affects 
TT>ar»hf<^ jhe^, rivers; occasonally tidal creeks and mangrove swamps. 

Extralhmtel, ‘ Central Asia from China, southern Transba ik a li a, Ussuri- 
land «nrl Japan south to Syria; ^gypt, India, and Formosa. Migratory 
in northern i^rt ofits range* (Peters). 

MioRATiON. From older observations of vast flocks arriving in Uttar 
Pradesh in October (Reid 1887, SF 10: 77), and of flocks of m^y thousand 
birds ea ch on the Chenab and Sutlq rivers near Multan in Decembef 
induding one otimatfd to contain ten thousand individuals (Hume 1873, 
SF 1: 106), the Spoonbill was wdl known to be, in part, an abundant 
winter migrant from extra limital affeas. Direct evidence has since been 
provided by the recovery in India of four Spoonbills ringed as nestlings 
in the Caspian region of USSR (between c. 40® and 50®N. and 45" and 55®E.) 
in Jime-July, as "follows: Kolhapur district M a h a r as h tra, (c. I7*N.') 
75®E.); Mongh>T district, Bihar (c. 25®N.. 86®E.); Tonk, 

(c. 26®N., 76®E.); Mandsaur district, Madhya Pradesh («. 24T4., 
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75®E.). Three of these were recovered bctvi’cen October and January; one 
quioxisly enough in July, almost exactly t^vo years after riling and more- 
over at the time when our local population here should be breeding. A fifth 
juvenile ringed near Yeysk, Sea of Azov (46®41'N., 38®15'E,) on 10.vi.I961 
was recovered — again almost exactly t^vo years later, in June 1963 — 
near Hyderabad in W. PaKstan {25®35'N., 68®25'E.). 

G£7tZRAi. HABITS. Gregarious and sodable. Keeps in small parties and 
flocls of up to fifty or more, cither by themsdves or in association with 
egrets, ibises, and other marsh birds. Feeds more actively in mornings 
and evenings than during daytime, and is partly nocturnal. Wades into 
the shallows on the edge of a jheel or swamp and with outstretched obliquely 
poised, partly open bill sweeps firom side to side in the water with a semi- 
drcular scything action, raking the bottom ooze ■with the tip of the lower 
mandible as it moves forward. Where food is plentiful a compact, eager, 
jostling herd will advancc.almost at a run, -working methodically back and 
forth over a particularly rewarding patch. Bouts of intense feeding activity 
alternate witii pauses of quiescence when the entire herd %vill stand about 
listlessly with no apparent interest in food. Flight seemingly rather slow, 
Avith deliberate -wing flaps — neck and legs extended. Flocks fly in diagonal 
■wavy ribbons, each bird evenly spaced behind and to one side of the one in 
front 

FOOD. Small fish, tadpoles, frogs, molluscs, crustaceans, aquatic insects. 
Also some vegetable matter. 

yoiCE. Normally very silent; in breeding colony occasional short low 
grunts and bill-clattering. 

BREEOiNO. CoIoniaL Usually in mixed heronries — sometimes very 
large ones, c.g. Kcoladeo in Bharatpur (Rajasthan) — but with a tendency 
to segregation. SeasoTif variable, depending on early or late monsoon and 
filling of tanks and jheels; normally July to October in N. India, November 
to January in S. India, December to April in Ceylon. Nestj a variable, plat- 
form of sticks, sometimes a flimsy pad and at others a fairly substantixd 
structure, lined in varying degree wth grass or leaves. Built in clumps of 
moderate-sized trees (Acacia arahica, Prosopis spidgeray Baningtonia Tacemosa^ 
etc.) standing partially submerged in a jhed. Rarely in reed-beds. Often many 
nests in the same tree almost touching one another. Eggs^ 3 or 4, rarely 5, 
long ovals slightly pointed at one end, smooth surfaced. Chalky white in 
colour, sparsely marked with small blotches and spots of light to dark 
brown, sometimes "with faint secondary markings of pale grey-brown or 
pinkish grey. Average size of 40 eggs 65*6 X 44*2 mm. (Baker). Both 
sexes take part in nest-building and incubation. Incubation period tm- 
recorded in India; estimated as about 21 days. 

Museuu Diagnosis 

UXASUREUENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

cfQ 350-395 180-228 130-165 108-122 nun. 

(fixim feathers) (Baker) 

Wright 2 oo? 1770, 1785 gm. (BNHS). 

COLOURS OP BAR£ PARTS. Iiis dark brown to brownuh crimson. Bill, upper 
mandible black; tcnninalhalfof* spoon * bright yellow; lower mandible slaty grey. 
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Bare skin of face and throat canary or sulphur yrilow, xanetimes blotched with 
black on and above lores. Legs and feet bla^ 

NOTB. The European bre eding (nominate) race is only slightly smaller ^^ith a 
smaller bill, but the measurements often overlap. Such example, and borderline 
cases, are imposuble to assign racially with confidence. 

Family Phoenicopteridae: Flamingos 
Large, excessively long-legged marsh Krds with very long slender necks and 
peculiar thick lamellate bills sharply downcurved or * broken * in the middle. 
Plumage largely pinkish white and crimson, with black remigo or wing-quills. 
Tibia bare; toes short and webbed. Sexes alike or nearly so. 

ANATomcAx. DCTAn;5 in Witherby 1939, 3: 162-3; Baker 1929, FBI 6: 372; Stroe- 
mann 1927-34, Ava: 804-5. 
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McCann, Charles (1939): * The Flamingo [Pkomcoptmu ruber antiqtonanTcxsmiin^)* 
y. Bomhtrr neL Hist. Sot., 41 ; 12-38. 

Key to the Indian forms 

Larger (standing c. 140 cm. = 4^ ft.). Plumage rosy white Mth scarlet 
and black wings, upper mangle overlapping lower, throat naked 

Pkoemeoftenu roseus 

Smaller (standing e. 90-105 cm. » 3-3^ ft.). Plumage deeper rose 

^ pink, upper mandible not overlapping lower, throat feathered 

Phoenitoneios rmnor 

Genus Phoenicopterus Linnaeus 
Pkomnpitrus Linnaeus, 1758, SysL Nat., cd. 10, 1: 139. Type, by inoaot>'py, 
Pkoancoptmis ruher Linnaeus i 

Upper mandible overlapping lower; throat naked. Sec also xmder Family. 

73. Flamingo. Phoenicopterus rosnis Pallas 

PhoenitopUrus rostus Pallas, 1811, Zoogr. Ruso-Asiat, 2: 207 
(Mouth of Voigit river, south Russia) , 

Baker, FBI No. 2241, Vol. 6: 373 
Plate 3. fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMZS. Bog hons, Raj kens (Hindi) ; Kanmimthi, KanAuti (Bengal) ; ChSrdj 
baggo (Mirshikars, Pu konga, Sdmudrapii ehUuke (Telugu); PunnarSi, l/rien 

(Tamil) ; Styek kerq^ (Sinhala) ; Lakka, Ldkkt Jam (Sind) ; Hdnj pdkkhi (Kutch). 

SIZE. Vulture + ; standing e. 140 cm. (4^ ft.) to top of head. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A tall, long-legged, loDg-neckcd, stork-like marsh 
bird; rosy white tvith bright scarlet-and-black wings and massive pink bill 
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sharply downcurved (‘ broken *) from about half its length. Sexes 
but female somewhat smaller and paler. 



alike, 


In flight the large size, long slender outstretched legs and neck, and black- 
and-scarlet underwing diagnostic. 

Young (immature). Overall greyish brown, with brownish bill and dark 
slaty brown legs. Older birds have more grc)*ish body with dark brown head 
and bill. Under wing-coverts and axillaries pale p ink. 

Chick (newly hatched to 2 or 3 days old). Nldlfugous; covered >vith 
French grey powder-puff down, -with soft pale pink bill and short salmon 
or orange-red legs; both changing to bluish grey in a few days. Very pre- 
codous and lively, slithering down fix)m nest mound on alarm and scuttling 
off unsteadily, balancing itself with stumpy wings, fi*equcntly stumbling 
and rolling over. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoK and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, nomadic, and locally 
migrator)’. Also extralimital migrant in part. Not uncommon, but capricious 
and sporadic, in W. Pakistan (Siiid) and throughout the Indian Union (rare 
in Bengal and Assam), East Pakbtan (rare) and Ceylon. Not recorded from 
Nepal. Affects large jheels, brackish lakes and lagoons, salt pans,^ estuaries, 
and tidal mudflats on the sea coast. 

Extrdimitd. S. France, S. Spain, parts of N. and E, Africa, the ^Gddle 
East and Caspian region to W. Siberia, south through Afghanis tan. 

siiCRATiON. Of chicks ringed at the Ashk Island breeding colony in Lake 
RczahTli, Iran (37''25'N., 45®30'E.) between 1970 and 1972, six recovered 
in India 3 to 5 months after ringing — in Gujarat, Rajasthan, Delhi, Andhra 
Pradesh and Orissa. This gK’cs some plausibility to McCann’s conjecture of 
35 years ago that under stress of hydrographic conditions breeding popula- 
tions may shuttle bctss'ccn the major nesting sites in Europe, .Africa, and 
Asia. 

ezNERAL HABITS. Highly gTcgarious, normally in small or large flocks 
and \’ast congregations at favourite feeding and nesting places, often number- 
ing many hundred thousand. Feeds in shallow ■water — usually brackish 
and CN*cn concentrated brine — svith head immersed. Sometimes swimming 
and ‘ up-ending * like duck in deeper water. The partly open bill is inv'erted 
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80 that the upper mandible forms a scoop with culmen skimming or scraping 
the bottom ooze. The fleshy tongue worli back and forth b’kc a piston suddng 
in the water and mud, fix>m which minute organisms arc strained out by tbe 
lamellae along the edges of the bill. In dense congregations, where individual 
feeding space is restricted, the bird dabbles around piroting on itself, the 
bill action describing a shallow circular trough or moat in the mud around 
the central ‘ turntable *. Such feeding circles, c. 60-90 cm. in diameter, 
almost touching one another, and sometimes many acres in extent, niark 
the places where flamingos have been feeding. Flight — \vith fairly rapid 
wing-strokes, neck fully extended in front and legs trailing well behind — m 
diagonal wa'vy ribbons, single file, or in the characteristic V-formation ^ 
geese. Rests usually standing on one leg with the long slender neck coiled 
round, and head tucked in feathers of back. 

‘ FOOD. ChironoTTms larvae, small molluscs and crustaceans (c.g. Arterma 
salina), tiny seeds of lacustrine plants (c.g. Ruppia spp., ■SWr^), and org^c 
mud. Possibly also small fish on occasion, e.g. Cyprmodon dispar which is 
very abundant in the bird’s haunts in the Rann of Kutch. 

VOICE. A single hoarse brassy goose-like honk. A comtant babbling 
while feeding in company. 

BREEDiNO. Season, in the Great Rann of Kutch, the only known nestiDg 
ground within our limits, ■variable, depending on hydrographic conditions, 
Septcmbcr/Octobcr to March/Ap^ Hest, a truncated conical mound 'wi 
shallow pan-like depression at top, from a few rentimetres to half a metro 
high, of sun-baked mud scraped up from the vidnity when in som-Iiqui 
condition, and daubed on. Built in hundreds close to one another in 
pact, expanrive * city * covering scv’cral acres. Sometimes a merely slignuy 
raised bed of mud pellets constitutes the nest. Eggs, normally I occa- 
sionally 2 — rather like huge eggs of cormorants, from sldm-milk m pale 
blue in colour overlaid ■with caldtim deposit. Average size of 100 egp# 
measured by Jourdrin, 88*8 X 54*5 nun. (Baker). Three eggs . 
Rann of Kutch measured 83 X 50, 83 X 53, 93 X 58 mm. (SA), falw>g 
within the mainTna and minima of the above. 

Both sexes take part in incubation. Period elsewhere stated as 30 
32 days. Newly hatched, and small chicks, fed by parent on drops o a 
dear liquid from its bill tip, of unkno%vn origin and composition. ( o 
further .amounts of ecology, bionomics etc. consult References un 
Family.) 

Museum Diagnosq 

MZASURElfENTt 

Wing Bin Bare tibia Taroa Tafl 

• 393-444 f. 139-164 f. 229-250 c. 311-327 152-1B9 nan. 

9 9 375-495 r, 129-143 — — T". 

(from feathers) (Baier; 

A Kutch ad- ^ (measured in the flesh) Wing 464; bill (from skull) 134, 

324; tail 167 mm. (SA). 

Weight 3 oo? 2020-3100 (av. 2481) gin.(DNHSl. ^ 

COLOURS or BARE PARTI.- Iris lemon<)xnow. Bin, fadal and gular ton 
to rich strawbcny-icc colour, the first with black tip. Legs and feet varia 
like bm. ' 
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Genus pHOENicoNAiA’s Gray 

Phoeniconaias Gray, 1869, Isis: 440. Type, by monotypy, PhoenicopUrus tmnor Geof&oy- 

Upper mandible not overlapping lov^'cr; throat well feathered. 

74. Lesser Flamingo. Phoeniconaias minor (Gcoffiroy) 

PkoaiicapUius jranor Gcof&oy, 1798, Bull. Soc. Phil. Paris, 1 : 98 (East Africa) 
Baker, FBI No. 2242,, Vob 6: 375 
Plate 3, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAicz. Chhota rdJhSns (Hindi). 

SIZE. Large duck; standing c. 90-105 cm. (3-3 1 ft.) to top of head." 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Smaller size, deeper rose-pink plumage, and dark 
coloured bill wth crimson feathers arotmd its base, distinguish it from 
its larger relative. Sexes more or less alike; female somewhat smaller and 
paler without crimson on back or breast. 

In flight, crimson and black underwing, comparatively thicker neck, 
shorter trailing legs, and goosc-Iikc flight are leading pointers. 

Young (immature). Overall greyish brown as in the larger flamingo 
with shorter, darker bill. 

Chick. Pale grey natal down, replaced by coarser gro^vTh in a few days. 
Colour of bill and legs at hatching pale pink and orange respectively; when 
slightly older, black. 

vrATUS. DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Status uncertain. Recorded praai- 
cally in all months and only recently found breeding within our limits. Largely 
se a so nal (?) visitor Viith erratic local movements. \V. Pakistan and N\V. 
India — Sind, Rajasthan, Gujarat, and the western Gangedc Plain. The 
Sambhar Salt Lake (Rajasthan) and the Xattle Rann (Gujarat) are two of 
its strongholds where vast concentrations, tens of thousand strong, occur 
irregularly. Stray specimens taken as, far south as Bombay (Salim Ali & 
Abdulali, JBNHS 40: 649), and Secunderabad, Andhra (Butler, SF9: 436), 
and Chilka Lake, Orissa (January 1967) where reported as casual in winter 
but frequent. More restricted to sail and brackish lakes and tidal lagoons 
than laige flamingo. 

lOGRATiOK. No definite data. 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarious; large concentrations of the two spedes 
fiwjucntly together. Differs from the large flamingo chiefly in its ecological 
preference for heavily saturated brine and its feeding technique consequent 
upon the bill structure being specially adapted for filtering microscopic orga- 
nisms (see Jenkin, loc. dt.). Usually walks along, or swims, in 30 to 45 cm. 
depth of s^l water swinging head from side to side in a scything motion, 
sucking in the algae from the surface layer (Brown, loc. dt.). However, in 
shallow brine only a few centimetres deep, e.g. in salt pans and in the little 
Rann of Kutch, the bird feeds in the same way as its larger relative, partly 
or entirely submciging the head and inverting the bill. The difference 
in the size of food for which the bills are respectively adapted doubtless 
enables the two spedes to co-exist side by side vdthout competing. 

FOOD. Almost cxdusivciy algae and diatoms. Occasionally insect larvae- 
and copepods. Regularly drinks fresh "water. 

BREEDING. Long suspected in Little Ranivof Kutch from presence of vast 
numbers'bf immature birds in brown plumage accompanying adults. Actual 


nesting first discovered only in January 1974 on the periphery of Flamingo 
City in the Great Rann — an estimated 3-400 nests with eggs and/or chicks. 
For details see Salim Ali, 1974, JBNHS 71(1): 141-4. Xests, downy hatch- 
lings and older pulli indistinguishable from those of the larger flaming. 
Eggs, similar but averaging smaller, 78*5 X 49*3 mm. (Leslie Brown). 
Breeds abundantly on the soda lakes in East Africa. 

Museum Diagnosis 

MEASUREMEKIS Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from featiicrs) 

d'd’ 329-354 100-118 c. 190-242 c. 120-142 nun. 

9 9 310-325 c. 93-104 _ _ 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis red. Bill dark lake-red with black tip. Legs and feet 
red. 


Order Anseriformes 
Family Anatidae; Ducks, Geese, Swans ' 

A group of laigc, ronspicuous water birds perhaps more generally known and 
recognized than any other, esen by persons whose interest in binls does not attend 
beyond huntingjhem or purely as items on the menu. By s-irtue of the regularity of 

their seasonal appearances and disappear- 
ances, their spectacular flights, and their 
abundance and widespread o ccu rrence' in 
winter on all types of inland Waters through- 
out the country, they perhaps also provide 
the most tangible example to the popular 
mind of the phenomenon of bird migration. 

SIZE. Very divers^ from considerably 
larger than a Vulture (swan) to about that 
of a Pigeon .(Cotton Teal). Colour from 
wholly %vhlte (swan) to combinations of 
grey, brown, black, and green with metallic 
reflections in many attractive patterns. Most 
ducks with conspicuous metallic * speculum * 
or white patch on wing. Bill • typically 
broad, flat, rounded at tip, and with a 
comb-like fringe or lamellae for straining 
out food particles from water in which they 
chiefly feed. Wings in most spedes rather 
narrow and pointed, adapted for sw*ifr and 
long-ranging flight. Tail short. Legs short; 
feet webbed. The majority of our spedes 
arc migratory, originating from the Palae- 
arctic Region (sec map, p. xxxvii). 

FOOD. Animal and/or vegetable matter. 
Obtained in water, marshes, or meadows 
and flelds by dabbling, dising, or grazing. 
BREEDING. On gTOund, in holes in 
ground, or hollo%vs in irec-lrunks, etc. Young nidifugoiu, down*co%'crcd. 



Tarsus of Greylag Goose (A) and 
Mallard (B) to ulustrate reticulated 
tarsus of swans and geese and partially 
scutellated tanus of ducks 
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ANATOMICAL DETAILS. Withcrby 1939, 3: 167; Stresemann 1927-34, Ava: 
794-97; Baker 1929, FBI 6: 377-8. 

CLASsmcATiON and taxonomy. Dclacour, J. and Mayr. E. 1945, * The Family 
Anatidae.* iViUon Bulletin, 57: 3-55; Ripley, S. D, 1961, A Sjrwpsis of the Birds ^ 
ZuflnendPajtutan,pp. 25-40; Peters, J. L. \^'d\,Check-listof Birds of the Wcrld^X : 143-^9, 
GENERAL BIOLOGY: Dclacour, J. 1964, The Weierfatcl of the World, Vok 4. 
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Key to the Gcoexm 

Page 

A Hind toe not lobed r 1 

B Hind toe very narrowly lobed 2 

C Hind toe broadly lobed 3 

1 Neck as long as, or longer than, body .Cjgrms 134 

' Neck not as long as body a 

a Plumage on sides of neck longitudinally furrowed, tail white or 

tipped with white •.Anser 125 

Plumage on sides of neck unfurrowed, tail not tipped with 

white I 

I Distance from tip of bill to gape sli^tly more than one-half 

length of tarsus Branta 124 

Distance from tip of bill to gape as long as or longer than tarsus 

' a^ 

a' Underparts white Sarkidiorrds 192 

Undciparts not white b* 

b* Upperparts shiny blue-green Cairina « 193 

Upperparts brown Rhodonessa 174 

2 Eni short and goose-like b 

Bill rather flat and broad c 

b Head cieste^ primaria edged with sOvery grej’ Aix 168 

Head not crested, primaries not edged with silvery grey - 

Jiettapus 190 

e Lower portion of tarsus in front reticulated, primaries equal to 

se condaries in length...; Dendreeygna 138 

Lower portion of tarsus in frtmt scutellated, primaries considerably 

longer secondaries.... II 

II Entire outer web of rimer secondaries ^estnut Tedoma HI 

Outer w*eb of iimer sec o ndaries not ches tn ut* ^...Anas 145 


* not to be confused with the tips of secondiiy cover ts whidi are chestnut m several 
spedes of Anas. 
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Bill long and thin with saw-like teeth on edges of both mandibles. . 

Mergus 

Bni not h’ke above d 

d Tan feathers narrow and very stiff. Osyura 

Tail feathers normal Ill 

III Under v/ing-coverts dark a* 

Under wing-coverts white or whitish a’ 

a* Nostrils situated on culmen about one-thirxl of the distance 

from base to tip ,.,,Clangula 

Nostrils situated on culmen about two-thirds of the distance 

from base to tip ,..Bucephala 

a' Width of culmen becoming narrower towards tip, lamellae 

coarse and prominent Pfetta 

'Width of culmen becoming broader towards t^, lamrilae 
fine and not prominent Aytlya 
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Genus Brakta Scopoli 

Brania Scopoli, 1769, Azmus 1, HIsL Nat: 67. Type, by subsequent designation. 
Anas herrada linnaetis (Bannister, 1870) 

Bill very small with no serrations visible on the edge of the upper mandible as 
in Ansar q.v. For further particulars see Dclacour, 1: 145. 

75. Redbreasted Goose. Branta rufcollis (Pallas) 

Anser nfeelUs Pallas, 1769,Sptc. Zool., fasc. 6: 21,pl. 4 (Lower Ob, Southern Russia) 
Baker, FBI No. 2259. VoL 6: 487 
‘ Plate 12, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

sizx. Domestic duck^; length c. 61 cm. (24 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small brightly coloured goose, largely black and 
chestnut, strikingly marked with white. 

Adult. Above, crown, dorsal side of neck, bade and rump black, with 
two conspicuous grej' bars on dosed wings. Sides of head and face ^Idly 
patterned with white and chestnut. Below, ventral side of neck and upper 
breast bright chestnut separated from black Hndneck and black lower 
breast by running white bands. Abdomen, vent, and a broad horizontal 
band on flanks wMte. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) has the black pa rts brownoer and duller and the 
chestnut parts paler and more cinnamon. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare straggler. Has only been 
observed thrice within our limits: once in hiadhya Pradesh in 1836 (Hume 
1880, SF 8: 421) and twice in Assam on the Brahmaputra river (Baker); 
not more recently than 1907. 

Extralumtal. * Breeds on the Siberian Tundra fi^m the Ob to the 
Khatanga. Winters in the southern part of the Caspian Sea and the Aral 
Sea * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. See Dclacour, 1 ; 181. Nothing recorded in India. 
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McSEUU Dxaohosis 

VZA5URZUZNT3 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

^9 342-363 23-27 ' 52-58 lOO-UO mm. 

(Delacour) 

cOLOVta OF BARE PARTS. Iris hazcl to brown, * chestnut * (Wilherby). Bill 
and legs black (Baker). v 

Genus Anser Brisson 

Anstr Brisson, 1760, Om. 1 : 58, 6; 261. Type, by tautonymy, Anser domestica = Anas 
anser Linnaeus 

Bill short and high at base; nostrils situated half way between base and tip, the 
latter furnished with a nail-Iike dertrum. Tarsxis fairly long and strong. Wing long 
and pointed. Tail short and rounded, of sixteen to eighteen feathers. 

Key to the Species / 

page 

A Head white with two black bands at nape A. indieus 131 


B Head dark 1 

1 Nail of maxilla black A, fabalis 125 

Nail of maxilla white a 


a No white or very little white on forehead; rump grey, legs pink 

A. anser 129 

Considerable white on forehead and around base of bill; legs 

reddish-flesh to orange-yellow I 

I Wing over 380 mm A. albifrons 126 

Wing under 380 mm; swollen yellow ring round eye 

A. erythropus 128 

Anser fabalis (Latham) 

Key to the Subspecies 
Bill and legs orange-yellow, occasionally pink 

Wing 440-562 mm., bill 64-87 mm A. f. middendorffi 

Wing 405-462 mm., bill 51-66 mm A.f. rossieus ^ 

76. Forest Bean Goose* Anser fabalis middendorfi Severtzov 
Anser mUdendorfi Severtzov, 1873, Vert, goriz. rosprostr. tark. zhiv.: 149 (Sibirie 
Orientale = 'Oudskoi Ostrog.). ( = sibirieiu Alphiraky) 

Plate 12. fig. 9 

77. Tundra Bean Goose. Anser fabalis rossieus Buturlin 
Anstr senirostris rosneus Buturlin, 1933, Oprcdelitel promyslovikh pitz. d. h. Best, 
Buch der jagdbaren V6gcl: 60 (West Siberian Tundra. Ix>cality restricted by 
Dementiev, 1936, Alaudat 190, to Bchichia Cuba, Jamal, Taimyr). 

Baker, FBI No. 2256, Vol. 6 : 403 ( ==2 A. tugleetusY 

> Sushkin’s Goose, A,f. ruiUetus, recorded in winter from Assam, is now considered merely 
a colour phase of the mixed population A./abalit-ntsieus (with pink bill and legs) breeding 
in northern USSR. 
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SIZE. Domestic goose length c. 76 cm. (30 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large bfown goose with an elongate body, long 
neck, and longish slender bill making somewhat straight line with forehead* 
black on basal half, yellow or pink on terminal half. Distinguished from the 
Eastern Greylag, which it resembles, in being less grey more brown, with 
uniformly dark brown head and neck contrasting with lighter breast and 
back. Also by longer neck, less tubby body, and slenderer and longer 
particoloured bill contra all pink in Greylag. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Vagrant. Three specimens (‘ negleclus *} 
recorded from Assam by Baker. Possibly both forms occur less rarely in 
winter, but unidentified. 

Extralimital. A. f. middendorfi breeds in fohests of eastern Siberia from 
the Khatanga to the Kolyma, south to the Altai., Winters in eastern Clhina, 
northern Mongolia, and Japan. 

A.f. rossieus breeds in Novaya Zemlya and on tundra shores of A’-ctic 
Russia and Siberia west of the Taimyr Peninsula. Winters in Europe south 
to Italy; in Asia to Turkestan and China. 

Museum Diagnosis. A. /. rossieus differs from A. f. middendorfi in being somewhat 
stockier and less elongate in body, with the bill shorter and higher at base. Lower 
mandible deep and distinctly curved outward, the nail at tip long, oval, and tapering 
{contra loiver mandible straight and nail rounded in middendorfi). Normally no 
narrow band of white feathers around base of bill in either. 

MEASUREMENTS 

A.f. middendorfi (5^9 Wing 440-562; bill 64-87 mm.; visible depth of lower 
mandible 7—10 mm. 

A. f. fosstetis c?’9 Wing 405-462; bill 51-66 mm.; visible depth of lou’cr 
mandible 7-10 mm. , 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris brown. Tcrminal'half of bill, legs and feet orange- 
yelloiv; often pink in rossieus. 

[Synopsis (p. 26) includes \.htVin\i[ooizdGoo%o, Anser fabalis brachyrhynchsis 
Balllon, in the Indian avifauna chiefly on the basis of the record of one 
shot in Bikaner, Rajasthan, in December 1948 (JBNHS 46: 186-7). The 
identity of the specimen mentioned by Baker (Fauna 6: 403) as taken by his 
collccror in the Surma Valley, Assam, was doubted by Dr C. B. Ticehurst 
(JBNHS 34: 489) who pointed out that this goose has a limited and dis- 
tinctly western distribution in winter and not a single record was known 
even so far cast as European Russia. Baker’s specimen is apparently non- 
existent, but the one from Bikaner in the BNHS collection has been re- 
examined by Mr Humayun Abdulali and one of us (SDR) and proves in 
fact to be a young Whitefront, Anser albifrons albifrons. In the absence of 
any specimens from India therefore, Anser f. brachyrhynchus must be deleted 
from the Indian list and Baker’s record of ‘ neglectus * from Assam treated 
with cautious disbelief ! ] 

79. Wbitefronted Goose. Anser albifrons albifrons (Scopoli) 

Branta albifrons Scopoli, 1789, Annus I, Hist, Nat.: 69 (North Italy) 

Baker, FBI No. 2253, Vol. 6 :399 
Plate 12, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAXfES. UiTccordcd. 
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SIZE. Greylag Goose — ; length c. 68 cm. (27 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Darker and considerably smaller and daintier than 
the Greylag, with a much .shorter (pinkish) bill. A diagnostic white patch 
on forehead (from base of bill), and irregular coarse black barring on 
lower breast and flanks. Kump dark greyish bro\vn contra grey in Greylag. 
Legs orange. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Sparse and rare winter visitor to 
^cst Pakistan, NW. India (including Kutch and Rajasthan^, and across 
the Gangctic Plain (U.P.) to Assam and Manipur), Southernmost record 
in India from Chilka lake, Orissa, c. 19‘’40'N. (Craven, JBNHS 
48:365-6). ’ 


Anstr a. albifrons 



Ex^alimital. ^ Breeds on the Arctic coasts of Europe and Asia, cast from 
the Kanin Peninsula, Kolguev, and southern Novaya Zemlya to the Kolyma 
riv-cr and perhaps beyond. Winters in W. Europe, shores of the Medi- 
terranean, Black, and Caspian seas to China and Japan (Peter Scott) Ako 
in N. Iraq (C. D. W. Savage). 

GENERAL HABITS. On the wholc Very similar to the Greylag. Has a 
reputation for ability to rise almost vertically from the ground on sudden 
alarm or disturbance, and to get out of gunshot faster than any other goose. 

VOICE. Described as a high-pitched musical disyllabic honking, whence 
knowTi as * Laughing Goose ’ in many countries. 

Museum Diagnosis. For full description of plumages etc. tee Wilherby 1939 
3: 188. ' 


* The bird shot m Bikaner in December 1949 and recorded GBNHS 46: 18S-7) as An ser 
Jaialii bracfyrfiyxka, proves 00 re-examination to be an immature of thb ipedc*. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 



(from feathers) 


efO’ 

392-442 

43-52 

60-71 

9 9 

38CM21 

43-47 

— 


Tail 

114-132 mm. 


Extremes for European birds: 


cP 9 369-450 40-55 55-80 — ^ 

(nail 8-15) 

Weight e.2-3 kg. (Witherby) 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill flesh colour or pale oraagc^yeJIoi'' to 
rosy flesh colour, the nail paler and whiter. Legs and feet reddish flesh colour to 
orange-yellow, the webs paler; claws whitish (Baker). 

80. Lesser Whitefronted or ITwarf Goose. Anser erythropus (Linnaeus) 

.4nttr eiythropus Linnaeus, 1758, S)st. Nat,, cd. lO, 1; 123 (North Sweden) 
Baker, FBI No. 2254, Vol. 6: 401 

Plate 12, fig. 8 


LOCAL NASiES. Unrecorded, 

SIZE. Duck e. 53 cm. (21 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Like thc Whitcfrontcd, fl/3j/rortx, but considerably 

smaller, dark brown, also with blotchy black bars on loiver breast 
belly, with a round shaped head and proportionately much shorter pii« 
bill. The more extensive white forehead patch, reaching to top ofiicao 
between the eyes, and the conspicuous swollen ring of yellow skin around 
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the eye are diagnostic features which, on a satisfactory view, should settle 
all doubt. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, otmuBunoK and habitat. Rare and sparse v^Tnicr ^stor. 
Recorded sporadically from West Paldstan (Sind, the former NWFP), 
Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Bengal, Bihar, and Asram. Has strayed as far south 
as Maha^htra, Poona district ^revenen, JBNHS 28: 1081). 

Extrolimtat. Breeds largely on znountain tam» from Norwegian Lapland 
to the Kolyma in Siberia, and perhaps further eastwards. Winters in south- 
eastern Europe, Black and Caspian seas. Middle East (Iraq, Iran], Seistan, 
Turkestan, China and Japan. 

- general habits. Usually congr^ates in large flocks in its r^ular vdntcr’ 
quarters, e.g. around the Cwpian and in northern Iraq. In India recorded 
only in t^^'os and threes, separately or mixed up with flocks of Greylags. 

VOICE. Described as resembling that of albifrtms but much higher 
pitched and mc^ squeaky. 

Mvseuv Dzagnoss. Id the hand an additional point for diflerentiatioa from 
elbiJrvTu is that the ' teeth * or serrations are concealed when the bill is shut. For 
details of plumages etc. sec Witherby 1939, 3: 192. 


KZASUSXUENTS 


o' o’ 

VTmg 

367-388 

Bm 

(from feathers) 
28-35 

Tarsus ' 

58-62 

Tan 

95-109 mm. 

99 

352-381 

32-35 

— 

— 

Extrema 

c?? 

Wing 

340-390 

Bm 

30-45 

(^Vitherby) 

(J. Berry in Wtherby) 


coiouRS OF BAjus FARTS. IiTs bfowD. BHl pink. Lcgs orange-yellow (Dclacour). 


81. Eavtersi Greylag Goose. Aruer anser Tubriroftris Stvinhoe 
Aftser cifi^eta vzt, rubrirostris Swinhoe, 1871, P.Z.S,t 416, «r Gray, 1846, Cat. Bds. 

Nepal, 1 44, nom. n»uL, ex Hodgson,' 1 844, Zool. Misc. : 86, item, md., (Shanghai) 
Baier,JBI No. 2252, VoL 6: 398 
Plate 12, frg, II * 

LOCAL MAKES. Kerrxa iovut, HdnSy RSj ttSeu '(Hindi) ; Rij hStis (Bengal) \ Kej 

(Bihar); KalbaA, Khar Mm (Bhagalpur); MogdlOf MogSla bdttdk (Nepal terai); 
Kdxg rt^a (Manipur); /Air, Dkitrg (A»am); G^' (Kutch); (Sind). 

SIZE. Domestic Goose length e. 81 cm. (32 in,). 

y jEL p CHARACTERS. Very like the normal ashy brown phase of the 
domestic goose. Pale or French grey rump, white upper t^-coverts, and 
white nail to pbik bill diagnostic. 

In flight the comparadvdy pale head, and pale grey leading-edge of the 
wing next the body, arc ad(frtional pointers. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, czsnuBUTTON and HAfitTAT. Winter visitor. Common in West 
Pakistan (Sind, the former NWFP), Kashmir^ Punjab, in small numbers in ^ 

* A white goose ihot fay CoL H. Nedou and published (JBNHS49: 311} aa the first r e c ord 
x 0 frmia of the Snow Goose, ecmdfxrtw, waj wmagly identified. It p rt n xs to be a 
partial albino Greylag. 


Rajasthan, N. Gujarat, Nepal terai, and across the Gangctic Plain to Assam, 
Mmiipur (abundant on Logtak lake), and East Pakistan. Abimdant on the 
fThnVa Orissa, in some winters. Rare in Madhya Pradesh; virtually 
absent in the Deccan and S. India. Only once in Ceylon. 

ExtralimUil. Breeds cast^vards from' e. 40*E. and south of GO'N., through 
Asia Minor and central Asia to Kamchatka. In winter to the eastern Medi- 
terranean, Black and Caspian seas, and in Seistan and China (Peter Scott). 

MIGRATION. Little predse data. Normally arrives in large skeins (from 
central Asia?) through the NWFP and Kashmir in October/November, 
(sometimes as early as first half September) spreading out by December. 
Has been observed migrating (this and/orBarheaded Goose) atover 4,270 m. 
(14,000 ft) alt. across the Himalayas in this sector. PracticaJly all have left 
by mid hiarch. Birds ringed in Bharalpur, 27*14'K., 77®28'E., recovered in 
Kazakh SSR and Mongolian People’s Republic, between r. 48^ and 50'N. 
and 82° and 92°E. For details sec JBNHS. 


Atatr onser 



I A. a. enser; 1 A. a. ruhrirostris 


GENERAL HABITS. Highly gTCgarious. Congregates in considerable flocks 
on the larger jhecls particularly in the north-west (c.g. Manchar and Haigam 
lakes in Sind and Kashmir) wherever’ abundance of food, comparative 
freedom from molestation, and extensive culrivation of winter crops in the 
surroundings supply the essential requirements. Family parties or larger 
gaggles spend the daytime squatting belly to ground or resting on one leg 
on mud-spits in jhecls and rivers or amidst open fields, or floating listlessly 
on the water with head tucked in the feathers of the back. But the birds arc 
always uncannily vigilant and alert and can seldom be taken unawares. They 


DUCKS, GEESE, SWANS 131 132 


ANSERIFORMES 


fly out to their accustomed feeding-grounds in the evenings and arc active 
more or less throughout the night — sometimes till well aflcr sunrise. The 
feeding is done by grazing in wet meado^vs or ne%vly sown Adds; also in 
the water while swimming by submerging the head and up-ending like 
ducks. Flight swift and strong with regular wing-beats cither in the charac- 
teristic V-formation or in trailing \N’avy ribbons; iwually the former in 
migratioD. Flocks occasionally indulge in spectacular aerobatics — plun- 
^g, sidc-sUpping, turning over on back (die * Irtunclmann Turn ’) and 
nose-diving Ifigh up iathe air as if to escape some imaginary devil in pursuit, 
apparently purely for fun, 

FOOD. Almost cxdush’cly \*egctariarL Whilst with us, grass and shoots 
of winter crops such as wheat and gram (to which they may do considerable 
local damage) and paddy left over in the stubbles after harvesting; also 
aqtzatic weeds and tubers etc. Singkdra (water-chestnuts = Trapa) in the 
Kashmir lakes form the staple diet in season. 

VOCAL. A T3a<a1 conversational gag^gag-gag while feeding. The far- 
reaching honking aafmg~tng~ung, with its variants, uttered in diflerent keys 
during the mornix^ and evening flighting, is one of the most exhilarating 
bird sounds for the sportsman and bird lover. These calls are also uttered 
when migrating, cspedally during the night. 

BREEDiNO (including display etc.) see Witherby 1939, 3:182-3 for the 
Western race. 

Mcseum Diagnosis. Distinguished from the Western (oommate) race. A, o, enter 
by its distinctly lighter and greyer colour, and instead of orange bill. No significant 
tfre difierence. 

MEASTJRZKENTS 

Wmg Bin Tamo Tail 

{?c? 445-482 5S-72 73-82 I29-I50rDja. 

' 9 9 416-470 54-70 52-70 125-145 mm. 

' (Ddacotir, for A. a, enter} 

■ Weight (100 >%righcdbyHumc} 2*72 kg. (9) to 3-86 kg. (o’); 5 cf o' 2350-3750 

j fav. 3100), 599 2450-3060 (av. 2790) gm. (BNHS). 

! COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill fleshy white to pink; paler and 

\ whiter. Legs and feet pink. 

I 

; 82. Barfaeaded Goose* Amer indicus (Latham) 

•, M&Tir Latham, 1790, Index Oni.,2: 839 (Taim>T = Indi» riiTicdhuHt 1930, 

'l JBNHS 34: 489) 

i , Baler, FBI No. 2258, VoL 6: 405 

i Plate 12, fig. 1? 

i Meat. NAMES. Ndiu, Kct^ kStis, RSj hSm, Binro, ScaSrt (Hindi); B4fi 

j (^gal, eSuttagong): Xerhi-^, MSsli (Mhahn^ Bihar); Cima, Pnria (Nepal); 

j XSyfia (Ladalh); Xerr tclix (Coimbatore); Bmama hSns, Bata rylAis (Aisain); 
< Kang ngS (Maniptir). 

SIZE. Greylag Goose — ; length c. 75 cm. (30 in.). 

' ^ slender, pale grey, bro\ra, and white goose 

( Head, face, throat, chin, and a conspicuous stripe down 

/ each side of brotMi neck, white. A black bar across rinciput from e)*e to eye, 

> 


and a shorter second one below It across nape, diagnostic. Bill and legs 
yellow, nail at bill-tip bbek. Sexes ahTce, 

In flight white head, pale body and black wing-quills are leading pointers. 



X e.i 


Young {immattirc). Like adult but paler. Head and neck pale grey 
without markings. Hindcrown, hindneck, and a line through the eyes dusky 
brown. BUI and feet greenish yellow. 

STATUS, DisTJUBUTioN and HABITAT. Bfccds in Ladakh ; elsovhere winter 
visitor. Common throughout the northern portions, from West Pakistan and 
Kashmir eastward through the Punjab, Rajasthan the Gangcdc Plain 
(including Nepal terai) to Assam and East Pakistan. In some years abundant 
on the lake in Orissa. Rare in Gujarat and Deccan, but leap- 

frogging as far south as Mysore in small numbers fairly r^ularly. Does 
not reach Ceylon. Affects large jhecls and rivers. 

Extraljndtel. Breeds on high elevation lakes in central Ada from the 
Tien Shan to Kokoaor. Winters sparin^y also in Burma. 



IHI Breedins f Non*brc^ng 

MIGRATION. latllc known beyond that it normally arrives in north^ 
-West Pakistan and NAV. India alx>ut October/November, is s%-cll in by 
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mid-December, and mostly gone by end March m^ 

thousands reported migrating ° 

river in Nepal (R. G. M. Willan, tn episl.). Two birds {1 juyemle, 1 adult), 
ringed in Krghiz SSR (c. 40°--12'“N., 75”E.) in the bree^g se^n, were 

rerovered in subsequent winters near Gilgit («-36°N., 74 E.) and “ 

Ghaai Khan district, W. Pakistan (c. 30 N.. 71 E.) ^pecuvely. 
in JBNHS 58: 284, 1961; 59 : 964, 1962.) For migrauon over High 
Himalayas in NW. sector see under Greylag. 

OENE^ HABITS. GregaHous; family parues of 5 or 6 and gables of 
up to a hundred or more. Not appreciably dilfcrcnt from 
eicept that it keeps more to the larger rivers whose expansive mndbars 
afford safe daytiine refuge to vast resting congregations. ^ “ 

crepuscular and nocturnal feeder, often causmg considerable local dama^ 
totter crops. Extremely wary and difficult to approach while m lU 
winter quarts where commonly hunted, but astomsl^gly Umejnd 
confiding where unmolested, e.g. on its breeduig grounds in Tibet 
least was [c. 1945) before the Chinese marched m. 

VOICE. Similar to the Greylag’s but more nasal OTd musual. 

FOOD. Almost exclusively vegetarian: grass, tuben tender shoots of 
wheat, gram, and other ■winter crops. Also paddy in stubblm, , ,, 

BKEEPmo. Within our Umits only Ladakh, on ffie high plateau li^M at > 
c 4300 metres elevation, e.g. Pangong Tso, Tso Monri, and Tsokr. 
Season, mainly end May and June. Msl, a slight depression “ 
thickly padded with down which is banked up in a parapet around it. On 
grassy islets in the lakes, or on inaccessible spongy humps 
bogs — often many nests close to one another. At Tsokr, B. B. ^smaston 
foimd them breeding also on cliffs in situations '’J * 

Brahminy Dock (q.v.); once in a disused raven s nmt padded wiffi down. 
Em, 3 to 6, commonly the latter; thick-shelled, ivory white, beaming 
soUed during incubation by the oivner’s muddy feet. Average sue oH M eggs 
84-4 X 55-1 mm. (Baker). Incubation by female alone. Period 28-30 da>s 
(Delacour). Gander very solicitous about safety of young, the two p^ents 
flsnUn g the chicks on either side when leading them on land or on water 
the brtmd occasionaUy strung out like a furry tail behmd flank of sivimmmg 
parent. 

Museum Diagnosis 

Chick (in down). Atoie, pale greyish brown srilh yellow patches on wmg^ 

Head and neck yellow, with a grey patch on occiput. '’lO-TT l!, 1 1 

grey with fleshy nail. Legs greenish grey. [See Delacour 1954, 1: 192 (plate).] 

MEASUREMENTS _ 

Wing Bill 

j.d’ 450-482 ■ 48-63 70-80 140-170 mm. 

9 5 406-460 47-55 63-75 127-160 mm.' 

Weight 5 cfcf 1600-2250 (av, 1975). I 9 1400 i;ni. (ONHS). 

eoJuRS or bare farts. Iris brown. Bill yellow with black nail and nostrils. 

Legs and feet deep yellow (Delacour). 

[Synopsis (p. 27) includes the Lesser Snow Goose or Blue G<x>“. 
camUsem caeruUscins (Linnaeus) in the Indian avifauna on the strengt 
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of a record published in the Johmal of the Bombay Natural History Society 
(49: 311-12) of a white goose, then so identified, shot on Haigam jheel, 
Kaiimir, in February 1950 — a single bird with a party of Greylags. On a 
rc-examination of the specimen in thd BNHS collection by Mr Humayun 
Abdulali and one of us (SDR) it proves to be a partial albino of Asun mser 
(JBNHS 63(1): 198). This leaves us without any record of the Snow 
Goose in our area, and the jpedes must therefore be expunged from the 
Indijin list.) 

Genus Cyohus Bechstein 

Cygnus Bechstein, 1803, Om. Taschenb., 2: 404, note. Type, by monotypy, 

, Anas olOT Gmelia 

Characteiiied by very long neck. Bill of moderate size, raised at the base, of nearly 
equal breadth throughout. Noatrils clUptical, placed very far back. Wing tang; 
lit primary (as.) about half length of 2nd: 2nd and 3id nibcqual and longest. 
Tail short, well rounded. For further details see Delacour 1954, I: 57. 

Key to the SpecSes 

P*EC 

A Lores and triangular patch between forehead and gape black. A knob 

at base of bill in adults C. clw .137 

B Lores and triangular patch between forehead and gape yellow or 

orange-yellow, never black. Knob at base of bill ladong I 

1 YeUow on bill extending up to or beyond nostril towards tip of hO! 

^ ^ .C. ^gtas IW 

YtJlcw never reaching nostril and generally confined to somewhat 
circular patch on base C. cotmiiama 134 

CyoNUS columbianus (Ord) 

Key to the Snbspede* 

BUl shorter (87-96 mm.), not so broad but comparatively high at 

base. Serrations visible along edge of bill when closed • 

C. e. hewukii 

Biu'Wer(94-»mm.),broader but less high at the base in comparison. 
Serrations hardly visible when bill closed C. c. Jantowstii 

84. Bewick’s or Western Whistling Swan. Cygnus columbitms hwickii 
Yarrell 

(^gnus hawutii Yarrell, 1850, Trans. Linn. Soc. London, 16: 453 
(Varmoulh, England) 

Baker, FBI No. 2244. VoL 6: 381 
Plate 3, fig. 10 

SiEE. AS m 85. ■ . r. i_ . 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As Under 85. See Key to the Subspecies. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. As in 85. Three lecords from Pakistan 
(Mardan, Dera Momin, Kabul -River — NWFP) and one from Delhi 
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(Rajpur).Cr. Abdulali, H., JBNHS 65; 420. 

Bxlralimilal, Breeds in N. Russia from the Kanin peninsula and N. 
Siberia east to the Lena delta. In winter south to the British Isles, N . Europe, 
Caspian Sea and central Asia. 


85. Jankowsld*s or Eastera Whistling Swaa. Cygnus columbianus 
jankoufskti Alph^raky 

Cjigfvtu fcfUiicM'i janiowjfctt Alphtraky, 1904, Priroda i Okhota, Sep.: ll) (Ussuriland). 
In Russian, cf. Buturlin 1907, Ibis: 651 
Baker, FBI No. 2245, Vol. 6: 382 ( = C. minor) 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. Vulture + ; length c. 122 cm. (48 in.) of which neck c'. 60 cm. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Large, all-whitc, goosc-Uke, but with much longer 
and proportionately slenderer neck. A conspicuous yellow patch of variable 
extent on base of bill (lores) more or less abruptly truncated behind nostril. 
Terminal portion of bUl black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Vciy tarc straggler in severe winters. 
Only three examples appear to liave been taken within our limits at irregular 
intcrv'als during the present century: one each in Baluchistan (Khushdil 
Khan) and NWFP (Campbcllpur, Attock dist.), both in December; the third 
and latest in Kulch (Bhuj) in February {JBNHS 47; 167). However, thp 
eastern and western subspecies inlergrade, and the distinctness jonkowskii 
is currently doubted by some authorities. 


Cygnut columblinuf 
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C. ejankowskii breeds from the delta of the Lena to the delta of the Kolyma. 

i.winter south to China and Japan. -..j-a in India 

OENERAL HABrrs. This and other swans have been recorfed m In^ 

Tgly, in pairs, or smaU herds, keeping to the “^^.“Caqualic 

hey swiin buoyantly, rather high on the water and r«<i 

:g7tation, submerging their head and neck m 

p-ending like ducks to reach the lower leveb. Someumes dtv^ 

II other swans. They require effort to take off from ffie wate, 

htance along the surface with powerful flaps of the 

St and graceful once properly airborne, flymg considerable dutances 

Museum Diagnosu. For plumages and 

he easlem race C. ejankowskii U described as d.ffenng f™” ‘‘r*' 

Xger biU which is longer (94-99 mm. a. 87 - 96 ), broader ne^ ffic bp (32 3 
29-32), and higher near the base. IM yeUow loral patch « *X„cc. 
iwards the nostril and is not so abruptly truncated. No size or o 

HEASUREMEHIS (of C. C. icIMflii) _ q-ail 

Wing Bill Middle toe 

(from feathers) with claw 
(J 19 480-560 87-96 115-128 


J40-175 mm. 
(Harterl) 


The Kutch specimen (o?) measured in the flesh: 

(from skull) 

552 99 

Tarsus 1 12 mm 


140 


161 msL 

(SA) 


dolours of aAkE PARrs!"”ris brown. BUI black and yellow (me Field Cbararia.)' 
;gs and feet black. 

86. Wkooper Swan. Cygnus cygnus (Linnaeus) 

Anas eygnus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 122 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2243, Vol. 6: 380 
Plate S. fig. 8 

noiAL NAMES. Unrecorded. ,L--t, -,.i-k r 76 cm. 

SIZE. Vulture -h; length c. 152 cm. (60 m.) 0 but with » 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Vc^ large, P**"! Summing- BiU 

larkedly straight and upright tmrnage straight from 

mger than in other swans, with the upp» outhne this colour 

:p to base of forehead. ’ Tip of bill black, toe lores 
xtending forward laterally to the nostrils (Delacour). 

tijrhtly smaller. * irvcrevnnW^ 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. fporadicaUyJ 

.ess than a dozen occurrences recorded within Um proi-tacc 

a Nepal in 1829, the others m the present reiimiy ^ 

Peshawar dist.), Kashmir, Punjab, Smd “"U pakhtin)i 

hrec birds on Chenab river at On Urge 

December 1953 by Nasiruddin Khan (C. D. W. Savage), 
ind open dhands or jhecU. 
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MctEUU Diagnosis. For plumages and other details see Withcrby 1 939, 3 : 1 6S-72 ; 
Dclacour 1954, 1: 72-5.. 

- KZASUR£SCEN73 

^Vmg Bill Tanus Tail 

^cJ' 560-630 100-112 112-120 160-200 mm. 

9 9 550-600 •' 95-103 110-118 155-180inm. 

(Dclacour) 

Weight of adults: ^ c, 7-12 kg.; 9 G-10 kg. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brows. BUI: base and lores ydlow, tip black (see 
Held Qiaracters). Legs and feet black. 

87. Mate Swan. Cygnus olor (Groelin) 

Anas clor Gmclln, 1789, Syst. Nat., 1: 502 (Russia) 

Baker FBI No. 2246, Vol. 6: 383 
PUtc 3, fig. 9 

lOCAi. HAios. Unrecorded. 

SIZE, Vulture + ; length r. 1 52 cm. (60 in.) of which neck c, 76 cm. ’ 

mu? CHARACTERS. As large as Whooper Swan, also pure white. Easily 
identified by a prominent black knob on forehead at base of rather long 
and pointed pinkish orange bill. Slender neck carried in a graceful S-shaped 
curve. Sexes alike; female slightly smaller. 

Isv subadult birds, as have mostly occurred u\ our area, traces of the pale 
grey-brown juvenile plumage persist. The knob is absent or only slightly 
developed; the feathers of the forehead prolonged to a point. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBbrioN and HABITAT. Very rare straggler^ severe winters. 
About a dozen spedmens in all have been taken within our Umits sporadi- 
cally during the last hundred years (the last in 1911), chiefly in West Pakistan 
— N. Baluchistan,' Sind, the former NW. Frontier Province, and Punjab. 
Most records are ^m the Indus and the Pimjab rivers, and from Khushdil, 
Khan lake near Quetta, and the Manchar and' other- large duck-shooting 
dhands or jhccls in Sind. Sight record of a single bird fi^m as far south as 
the Bombay Deccan, near Poona (Trevenen 1922, JBNHS 29 : 287). 

Extralimital. Breeds in E. Europe and western Asia. Winters south to the 
Mediterranean area and Iran. , ^ ^ 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, ctc. . Scc Under C. c. bcwickit. When angry this 
species assumes the characteristic ag gres sive posture, commonly depicted 
in pictures, drawing in the neck and arching the wings over the back. 


Museum Diagnosis 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bin 

Tanus, 

TaU 


(from knob) 



560-625 

70-85 

100^120 

190-200 mm. 

9 9 537-570 

Wdght e. 6-11 kg. , 



(Dclacour) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis dark brown. Lores black. Bill: upper mandible 
reddish horny, the knob, base, nostrils, margins, and nail black; lower mandible 
wholly black. Legs and dull black. 


f Genus Dendrocyona Swainson 

y 

Dendro^gna Swainson, 1837, Classlfl Bds., 2: 365. X^pe, by subsequent designation, 
Anas ercuala Horsfield 

Bill of moderate size, raised at base and of nearly equal width throughout. Nail 
prominent and abruptly bent down. N.ostrils situated about one-third length of bill 
from base. Wings rather broad and rounded. Tarsus long and stout, reticulated on 
Jower portion in front. Legs placed more forward than in most Anaddae. Feet large. 

The genus is represented almost throughout the tropical world, two' species 
being fotind in the Indian subcontinent. (For further details see Dclacour, k>c. at,, 
1:27-34.) 

Key to the Species 

Upper tail-covcrts uniformly chestnut D. jaremea 

Upper tail-covcrts whitish, sometimes marked with black.. D. hicolcr 


88. Lesser Whistling Teal or Tree Duck. Dendro^gna javanica 
(Horsficld) 

Anas javanica Horsficld, 1821, Tram, Linn. Soc. London, 13 ; 199, pL 1 (Java) 
Baker, FBI No. 2260, Vol. 6: 411 
Plate 11, fig. 4 and Plate 13, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAUES. Setlhi^ SeclkoM (Hindi); Skaral (J’, Shardli V (Bengal); Hansrali 
(Orissa); SoraJt, Horali (Assam); Tingl (Manipur); Bongfang daophlantu (Caebar); 
Tcranda (Malayalam); Chilli (hard (Tamil, Ceylon); Smacdf TTmmha scrvwi 
(Sinhala); didni sisoti (Gujarat); Chiiu (Sind); Chap (Kutch). 

SIZE. Domesdcduck length r. 42 cm. (17 in.). 

FIELD C31ARACTERS. A Small palc bro^vn and maroon-chestnut coloured 
duck, confusable tvith no other of the same size except the Large Whistling 
TeaL Uniformly chestnut upper tail-covcrts distinguish it from the latter, in 
which they are creamy white. Feeble, fiapping rail-like flight, and the 
shrill wheezy whistling notes constantly uttered on the ^^'ing are leading 
clues to its identity. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Duller coloured. Mantle feathers margined with 
dingy fulvous instead of golden rufous. Lower plumage pale dull fulvous 
browiL 

STATUS, distribution' and habitat. Resident; moving about locally 
with drought and flood. Also partial local migrant. All India, Andaman 
and Nicobar islands, both Pakistans, Nepal (tcrai), Ceylon. Affects reedy 
and vegetation-covered tanks and jhccls in plains country. 

Extralimital. Burma eastwards, to coast of S. China, hlala^^la, Thailand, 
S. Viet Nam, Ryukyu Is., SW. Borneo, Sumatra, Java. 

general habits. Sociable. Keeps in small parties of 10 to 15, occa- 
sionally fairly large flocks, on and around w'cedy tanks and inundated paddy- 
fields. Perches freely in the surrounding trees. Avoids open water and 
large rivers. Mainly a nocturnal feeder, seeking safety during daytime 
on undisturbed lotus-covercd village tanks, or on the open sea just b^ond 
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the surf, or backwater lagoons (in coastal areas), fUghting at sunset to forage 
in nearby paddyficlds. A remarkable refuge of this t>'pc in the Calcutta 
area is the open duck pond in Alipore Zoo, where hundreds of wild birds 
congregate every morning to spend the day throughout the winter months, 
year after year. Flight feeble, flapping remimscent of a ja^ana’s. The birds 
keep wheeling over a tank long after the better sporting ducks have departed 
as a result of gunfire. They are poor eating and seldom shot by sportsmen. 

It is a good diver and also walks w-cU on marshy land, grazing rather 
like a goose. 

voice and galls. A shrill wheezy ■whistling seasick, seasick constantly 
uttered on the ^ving, 

FOOD. Largely vegetarian — aquatic weeds and tender shoots and grain 
of wild and cultivated rice etc. Also small fish, frogs, snaib, worms. 

breeding. Season overall June to October varying locally with early or 
late monsoon and resulting w'ater conditions; in Ceylon chiefly December- 
Janjiary and July-August. Nest, of twigs and grass placed in natural hollows 
in ancient tree-trunks, or built at moderate heights in the fork of large 
branches, sometimes w’cU a^vay from water. Old nests of kites, herons and 
Crows frequently utilized. Some nests built on the ground among reeds and 
scrub bordering a tank or jheel — fairly substantial pads of leaves, rushes, 
and grass. Unlincd with dow-n, but occasionally wi^ a few odd feathers. 
Eggs, 7 to 12 (maximum recorded 17) — commonly 10, ivory white, smooth, 
becoming stained browmish during incubation. Average size of 100 eggs 
46*9 X 36‘8inm. (Baker). Both sexes said to incubate. Period ofincubation 
22 to 24 dap (Baker); ‘ probably 30 dap * (Dclacour). 

Muszuu Diacnoso. Dlstingiushed from D.fvlva by smaller size and by uniformly 
chtsbai upper tail-coverts contra creamy white. 

Chick (in down). ‘ Blackbh brown and whitish grc>', with large [white] spots 
onba^* (Ddacour). 

MEASUREUENTS 

\Mng Bill Tarsus Tail 

6^9 170-204 38-42 40-50 53-55 mm. 

(Dclacour) 

IVcight c. 450-600 gm, 

coLOims OF BARE PARTS. Ifis dark brown. Bill slaty grey to almost black, the 
nril still darker. Eyelids bright jtUow. Legs and feet plumbeotis-grcy or plumbcous- 
blue; webs and claws blackish: 


89. Large Whistlizig TeaL Dendroeygna bicolor (Vicillot) 

Anas bieoler Vielllot, 1816, Notiv. Diet. Nat. HisL, 5: 136 (Paraguay) 

Baker, FBI No. 2261. VoL 6: 413 
Plate 11, fig. 3 and Plate 13, frg. 3 
LOCAL NASIE. BdiS shsjol (Bengal). 

SIZE. Domestic duck — ; length c. 51 cm. (20 in.). 

FIELD characters. Similar to the Lcss^ Whistling Teal; ferru^ous, 
browiush black, dimamon, and chestnut. Distinguished from it by some- 
what larger size, creamy tcldU {contra chestnut) upper tail-corerts, a black 


line down back of neck, and a broad, diffuse rusty-whitish collar round 
middle of foreneck. Sexes afike. 

Young (immature). Duller; the chestnut portions more brown. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident, nomadic, and possibly 
also local migrant in part. Scattered ■vridely but sporadically in many areas; 
everywhere rather scarce and much less common than D. javanica. Both 
Pakistans, N. India south to the Deccan, Assam, Manipur; Ceylon (rare 
vagrant). Frequents reedy and vegetation-covered jheels and tanks in plains 


coimtry. 

Extraliimlal. Range very remarkable: far flung, discontinuous and 
frag mentary, yet producing no geographical variation. S. California, MexicO| 
northern tropical S. America, Brazil, Peru, south to Paraguay and N. 
Argentina. East Africa from Lake Chad to Natal; Madagascar. In Asia, 
besides the Indian subcontinent and Ceylon, only Burma south to Pegu. 


Dtndrocyrna b/eofor 



GENERAL HABITS. Kccps In smaller flocks and to rather more secluded 
wrccd-covered but on the whole very nimllgr to D, jevanicus with 

which it is often found In assooation. ^Vilder and faster on the wring. 

VOICE. Also similar, but said to be shriller. 

FOOD. Aquatic vegetation taken while swimming and diving. 

BREEDING. Apparently more common in Bengal (Nadia dik.) and East 
Pakistan (Khulna and Jessore districts) than elsewhere in our limits. 
Seasoft, Jime to October, chiefly July-August. Nest, of stfrks roughly pul 
together in hollows in andent tree-trunks or in fbrks of large branches, at 
moderate heights. Very like that of I.c«er Whistling Teal; likewise appro- 
priates distised nests of kites and crow's. Occasionally built on ground among 
rank v^etation at edge of a tank. Eggs, 6-8, ivory \riiite, smooth, Hke those 
of the preceding spedes only somew^t larger. Average sze of 50 ^gs 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 1 : 141-144 


DUCKS, GEESE, SWANS I4I 

56*6 X 42*9 mm* (Baker). Share of the sexes in incubation unrecorded- 
incubation period 30-32 days (Delacour). 

Museuu Diagnosis. For description of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in doH-n). Pale grejisb brown; white markings as in D. Jaranicus less 


contrasty. 

S(EA5UR£MENTS 

Wing Bill 

Tarsus 

Tan 

(f 9 200-235 42-52 

56-61 

52-58 mm. 

Females slightly smaller than males. 

^Vcight ^ c. 650-900 gm., 9 e. 450-730 gm. 


(Ddacour) 


COLOURS or BAR£ PARTS. IHs light to dark brown. Bill dusky black with bluish 
slate of varying extent at base. Legs and feel pale dusky plumbeous or bluish slate, 
to nearly black, dan's black. 

i 

Genus Tadorna von Oken 

Tedorna Lorenz von Oken, 1817, Isis von Oken 1, col. 1183. T>pe, bv 
tauionymy, Anas tadoma Linnaeus 

Cesarea Bonaparte, 1838, Gcogr. and Comp. List : 56. Type, by monotypy and 
tautonymy. Anas rvtUa Pallas = A.fenugijua Pallas 
Goose-like in shape and habits. BHl short, high at base, concave above, flattened 
and turned up at tip. NaO small and abruptly turned downward and inward; thus 
bill more or less hooked at tip. Nostrils less than one-third length of bill from base. 
Tarsus scutellated in front near foot. Wings long and pointed. Tail rounded, of 
fourteen feathers. Sexes more or less alike. 

Two species occur in our lifnits, formerly placed imder separate genera. 

Key to the Species 

Chestnut-coloured above and below, head paler chestnut, large white 

patch on bend of wing, bill black 7”. femigirua 

Black and white above and below, head black, chestnut ^rdle around 
breast and shoulders, bill red T. tadoma 


90. Ruddy Shelduck or Brahminy Dude. Tadoma fermgiaea (Pallas) 

Anas {Jtrm^ntd) Pallas, 1764, in Vroeg, Cat. d'Ois., Adumbr.: 5 (Tartary) 
Baker, FBI No. 2263, Vol. 6: 416 
Plate H, fig. 1 and Plate 13, fig. 1 

LOGAi. NAMES. Chdkxva c?i Chahvi 9 1 Surhhdb, Lai (Hindi) ; Mirngh, Ldle, Kwancha^ 
Kathivn (Sind); Chdka-ch&ki (Bengal); Rdmkaon, Ckdkouchdkoita (Assam); Kesar 
pSndia, Panda hansa (Orissa); Sarza^ Chekrewak (hfaratbi); BdpdnS chiluwd (Telugu); 
Thard (Tamil); Loku seruvd (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Large domestic duck; length c. 66 cm. (26 in.). 

FiEUD CHARACTERS. A large orange-brown or cinnamon-brown duck 
w’ith paler head and neck, a prominent metallic green speculum on wing 
with a white patch (wing-coverts) in front of it, and black wings and tail. 
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In overhead flight orangc-bro^vn body, white underside of wings and black 
quills (remiges) diagnostic, 

Male, with narrow black collar or ring round base of neck in breeding 
season; obsolete in winter. 

Fcmal e, similar but with head paler and whitish and no black collar. 

Young (immature).. Like 
female but with a grey wash on 
scapulars and tertiaries. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and 
HABITAT. Winter \Tsitor (breed- 
ing in our area only in Ladakh). 
AH India (rare or absent in the 
south), both Paldstans, Nepal 
(possibly breeding), Ceylon 
(occasional). Affects laige open 
lakes and rivers ivith shingle 
banks and mudspits. 

Extralimital. Breeds in S. Spain and from SE. Europe, Near East, 
Caspian Sea, across Asia to Transbaikalia, south to Himalayas and S^Y. 
China. [Also in SE. Iran and Seistan.] Winters in southern half of its breed- 
ing range to the Nile Valley; India and S. China. Occasional in Britain 
(Peter Scott). 

MIGRATION. Arrives in N. India c. October/November; most have 
departed by mid-April. A juvenile ringed in Kirghiz SSR {c. 42“N., 75®E.) 
bi July 1959 vras recovered near Lahore (c. 74®20'E.) in 

October of the same year (JBNHS 58: 284). 


Todorna ferruginie 
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GENERAL HABITS* l«s gTcgarious than most other ducks. Usually seen 
in pairs and small parties, less commonly in flocks of tiventy or more. But 
occasional enormous congregations have been recorded, e.g, on Chilka 
lake in Orissa, one such estimated by an experienced duck hunter (L.,A. 
Craven) at ‘not less than 15,000’ (JBNHS 49: 313). Rather aggressive 
in disposition, and intolerant of feeding competiton of its own and other 
species. Its flesh is considered rank and fishy, therefore sportsmen usually 
leave it alone. Nevertheless it is excessively wary and difficult to approach 
in its winter quarters, flying off and giving the alarm to other duc^ long 
before they have scented danger. Contrary to this, ridiculously tame and 
confiding on its brecding-groimds, e.g. in X«adakh and Tibet where condi- 
tioned to non-molestation from the Buddhist inhabitants, even settling 
and waddling about on the flat roofs of Tibetan houses and nesting in 
lumber rooms (Ludlow, JBNHS 33: 79). Walks well and ivith case; grazes 
on dry river banks and grassy lake margins like geese. 

FOOD. Omnivorous; takes grain, tender shoots and tubers, crustaceans, 
molluscs, aquatic insects, reptiles, etc. Alleged to share carrion ivith iiilcurcs 
occasionally; this needs confirmation. 

VOICE and calls. A loud, nasal, clanging aatig-aang rather like the 
Greylag’s in the distance, uttered on the ground as w’cll as in flight. 

BREEotNO. Around the high-altitudc lakes and s^N'amps above c. 4000 m. 
in X«adakh, e.g. Pangong, Tsokr, and Tso Moriri. Possibly abo in the 
Khumbu region of Nepal at c. 5000 m. Season, chiefly May and June. J{est, a 
• thick pad of white do^vn (the duck’s owm) in a hole or fissure in a cliff, often 
far from water and maybe several hundred metres above a lake or bog. The 
ducks fljing about the rugged contours or alighting like pigeons on rocky 
pinnacles Wgh up on a forbidtfing mountainside present a curiously un- 
realistic spectacle. Egg^t 6 to 10, ivory ivhitc, moderately broad ovals, about 
equal at both ends. Average size of 85 eggs 67*0 X 47*0 mm. (Baker). 
Incubation mainly by female (?). Incubation period 28-30 days (Delacour). 
Both parents tend the ducklhigs, frequently of more than one brood: in 
one case as many as 34 ducklings accompanying a single pair recorded 
(Ludlow, yjti 1928; 229). The downy chitks probably shuffle and tumble 
^cir way down the rugged slopes to the svater. Osmaston suggests their 
being carried down in the parent’s bill. The actual process has not been 
obscri'ed. 

For courtship display etc, see Witherby 1939, 3: 228. 

Moseitm Diagnosis. For description of plumage icc Baker 1929, loc. dt. Both 
sexes possess a rudimentary spur on the carpal joint whose significance Is not under- 
stood. ^ 

Chick (in dovs-n). Abcre, dark brown marked with white. Bthw, while. Very 
similar to chick, of T. tadoma but with lores dark brown as on crown, contra white 
(Ticchunt). 



^Ving 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tan 

o’ o' 

3G5-387 

43-48 

60-66 

142-146 mm. 


MO-355 

38-42 

55-60 

140-142 mm. 
(Delacour) 
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Weight cJt 3 lb. to 4 lb. 4 02 . (e. 1360 to2I40gm.)j 9 21b. 10 oz. to 3 lb. 5 oi. 
(e. 940 to 1500 gm.) (Hume; 5 d'd’ 820-1500 (av. 1034), 3 9 9 950-1100 (av. 
1026) gm. (BNHS). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Irfs rich brovm. Bill, legs, and feet black. 

MISCELLANEOUS. As Ckdkwa-^hAkzvi (its commonest Hindi name for 
male and female respectively) the Brahminy Duck has w’on immortality m 
popular folklore. Legend describes the birds as a pair of lovers tom 
by unkind fate, ceaselessly calling and answering each other in anguished 
tones. 

91. Common Shelduck. Tadoma tadoma (Linnaeus) 

Anas Tadoma Linnaeus, 1758, Sj*SL Nat, cd. 10, I: 122 (SvrTden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2262, VoL 6: 414 
Plate 11, fig. 2 and Plate 13, fig. -2 

LOCAL NAMES. Shaft chdkwa, Safed sSrkhdb, Rarana (Hindi); ShdA chdkd (Bengal)* 
Thar JO mrdgi (Sind). 

SIZE. Domestic duck i; length c. 61 cm. (24 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A handsomc, strikingly coloured duck, ^efly 
white, black, and chestnut, with a distinctive bright red upturned bill and 
pink legs. ^ ^ . -d f 

Male (adult). Above, head and neck glistening greenish black. Rest oi 
uppcrparis white with two broad black bands along cither side of upper 
back (scapulars). Glistening green wing-speculum bordered abose by a 
chestnut patch. Below, white. A broad chestnut hoop or girdle around upper 
breast and shoulders. A broad black band from breast to vent and a cons- 
picuous red knob above base of bill. 

Female considerably smaller and duller coloured, wth the chtftnu 
breast feathers edged with black vcrmiculations. 

Young (immature). Head and neck du 
blackish ; interscapulars dark brown u® 
chestnut breast band but sides someumes 
suffused with chestnut . 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. . 

and uncommon winter visitor; fairly plent 
in certain years. Rjecorded in W. Pakistan 
(Baluchistan, Sind, the former NVVF ProvuiccJ* 
Punjab, Kashmir, Delhi, Uttar 
(Mainpuri, Banda, Sitapur districts), Bengal (Mumhidabad 
Calcutta Salt Lakes), Assam (Brahmaputra river), hlampur (Logiak 
East Pakistan, Bihar (Monghyr, Darbhanga and Patna districts), 
(Chilka lake), Gujarat (Kutch, Saurashtra), Madhya Pradesh (Neemuc }, 
south to the Deccan (Poona), Nepal (Kosi R.). Has occurred 
small numbers in recent years in parts of Sind and Punjab (C. D. W. 

1966 in episL). On open lakes and large rivers. Not recorded on sandy a 
muddy sea coasts and estuaries where chiefly met with in Europe- ^ 

Extralimital. ‘Breeds on coasts of W. Europe, including 
Isles; locally about the shores of the Mediterranean, Black, and . 

seas, east on the saline lakes of central Asia to E. Siberia, Mongolia, 
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Tibet Winters southern paj-t of its breeding range to N. Africa, Arabia, 

India, south China and Japan * (Peter Scott). 

gznurai. habits. Normally more gregarious Aan the Brahminy. In our , 
area occurs, sporadically and irregularly in small parties here and there in 
the northern parts of the subcontinent 'Perhaps more regular on the larger, 
open lakes such as the h^ianchar and Chilka, and on broad rivers, c.g. ^e 
Indus and Brahmaputra, irith extensive mudspits and shingle banks. 

* Hundreds * recorded on the Chilka in December 1 937 ; practically none the 
following year! Keeps to mudflats more than water, sauntering about with 
the ladlity of geese. 

roop. Molluscs, crustaceans, insects, and worms. Also algae, seeds, 
leaves and tubers of aquatic plants, eta 
VOICE and calls. Apparently not heard in India. Recorded elsewhere 
as a clear whistle (male) and a harsh short quack (female). 

breeding. The only record in our area is from W, Paldstan — near 
Khushdil Khan lake, Quetta dist. (Christison, JBNHS 43:486). Breeds 
more commonly in nrighbouring Scistan (Persian Baluchistan). Seasorij 
May-Juna JVert, a bed of down in a natural crevice or hollow in a cliff or 
bank. Eggj, 8 to 16, pearly white. A\'cragerizc of 100 eggs 65-7 X 47 *3 mm. 
(Baker). (For frirthcr details see Witherby 1938, 3: 223.) 

Museum Diaqnocb 

MZASUSBMENTS Wing BUI Taisrn ■ Tail 

318-350 52-60 50-57 110-130 mm. 

9 9 290-334 44-54 48-52 I00-I15mm. 

(Delacour) 

Weight (J* 2 Ib. to 2 lb. 14 oz. (c. 910-1300 gm.); 9 2 Ib. to 2 Ib, 2 oz. (c. 910- 
960 gm.) (Hume & Marshall). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill deep fleshy red to coraI*redj nail 
darker and brownish. Legs and feet fleshy pink to fleshy red; daws black. 

Genus Anas Linnaeus 

Anas tinnacus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed, 10, 1: 122. Type, by subsequent designation. 
Anas hosthas linnaeus = Anas Linnaeus (Lesson, 1828, Man. d’Om., 

2:417) 

7 idudes the Dabbling or Surfacc-lceding duc^ characterized by shorter 
and shorter l^s th a n shdducks (Ted^rrui) set iarthcr barV Jn body, producing a 
more waddling gait on land. Tarsus with shields In front. Hind-toe (hallur) with a 
much narrower inner lobe than in Pochards or the so-called Diving ducks. Also 
characterized by a common behaviour and display pattern. 

Genus cosmopolitan. Rcprescrited in India by twelve species many of which were 
formerly assigned to separate genera, hfost species sexually dimorphic. For further 
details see Ddacour 1956, 2: 17-22, 

Genus Marmarqnetta Reichcnbach 
MarmarmttUi Rcichenbach. 1852, Av- Syst. Nal. p. 9. Type by monotypy. Anas 
angusthostris Menetri^ 

Cf. Johnsgard, P. A, 1961, Bull Brit. Om. Cl. 81(3): 37-43; Sage, B. L.. 1963, ibid. 
83: 161-4, 

See No. 92, p. 147. 
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Key to the Species 
Adult males in breeding plumage 

Speculum a1wa>'S present v * 

1 BUI spatulate A,cl/Picta 

Bni not jpatulafc a 

a Outer whag-coverts blue or blue-grey A. qaerq’jgduia 

Outer wing-coverts not blue or blue-grey I 

I Central tail-feathers greatly lengthened and pointed, extending 

from 75 to 100 mm. be>'ond upper tan-co%*erts A. eaOa 

Central tail-feathers moderate in length and not elongated 

..a^ 

a' Large-sized (length c. 61 cm. = 24 in.); bill broad (23 mm. 

across at widest point) b' 

Medium-sized (49-56 mm. = 19-22 in.); bill narrow (15-18 

mm. across at widest point) b* 

' Smaller-sized (38-43 cm. = 15-17 in.)... b* 

b' Speculum puiple-blue or green; outer webs of long 
pointed tertiaries edged with white..,. A.pomlorhjrxka 
Speculum purpic-blue; no white on edges of tertiaries. 

A.pla^J^akos 

b* Tail-coverts longer than rectrices A. falcaia 

Tail-coverts shorter than rectrices c' 

c* Central tail-feathers extending 30 mm. or more 

beyond upper tiul-co\'crts. . . A.penehpe 

Central tail-feathers extending less th an 30 mm, 

beyond upper tail-covcrts A. streptra 

b* Speculum : Outermost secondaries black with narrow 
white tips, those next to them brilliant metallic gree n and 

their coverts tipped rufous A. erteta 

Speculum : Outcimoft secondaries black with wide 
white tips, those next to them bronze-gr een at base, then 
black tipped with white and their co'crts tipped rufous 

A.Jbnnesa 

Speculum ; Outer secondaries black, except two or 

three in the centre which arc bronze-green 

A, ^haifmts 

Adult females, and males in eriipse plumage 


Speculum alwajs prcscui I 

I Bm jpanJaic A.ajptcSxi 

BUI not spatulate ^ 

a Outer wing-cm*crts blue or blue-grey A. qiinquedula 

Outer wing-coverts not blue or blue-grey j 

I Underparls brown or mottled hnnsn . . 1 

Underparts white or whitish a* 

a* Small nuchal crest A.fakata 

Nuchal crest absent y 
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Page 

b^ Outer edge of tertiaries white forming conspicuous patch 

on wring 

^Vhite patch absent c* 

c' Speculum blue-violct or g re en ....... .A poesUoT}^.dia 157 

c* Speculum purple-blue berdcred in front and behind 
with black and white band, the white predoxmnating 

A,plafyji^ahss IGO 

Speculum darf duH brown splotched with green or 

bronzy overtone A.eeuta 149 

Outer secondaries black except two or three in the centre 

wrhich arc bronze-gree n A.gihbeT^Tms 155 

a* Speculum white A,stnpera 163 

Speculum dull blackish, sometimes glossed w4th gre en , and 
b order ed inwardly by white edges of long pointed tertiaries 

A.p<n£lope 167 

Speculum : Outermost secondaries black writh narrow 
white tips, those next to them brilliant metallic g ree n some- 
times narrowly tipped with black and white, their coverts 


tipped rufotis. A,erceca 151 

Speculum ; Outermost secondaries black with wide white 
tips, those next to them bronze-green at base, then black 
tipped with white, thor coverts tipped rufous. . . A,fonnasa 154 


92. Marbled Teal. Mamaronetta angustirostris (Menetri«)' 

Anas engustisvstTis Menetriis, 1832, Cat. Rais. Obj, ZoqL Ca uca se i 58 
(Lenkoran, Transcas^^l 
Baker, FBI No. 2277, VoL 6: 445 
Plate 9, frg. 8 and Plate 10, frg. 8 

LOCAL WAig. Ctot (Sind). 

xrrv Domestic duck — ; length c, 48 cm. (19 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. 

Adult. Above, overall greyish brown, spotted or marbled with pale 
greyish buff’and blackish. A large brown patch 
fiDm eye to nape. A slight nuchrj crest. Spet^um 
or wing-mirror inconspicuous, dull pale browTL 
Below, stiUied w’hita raore Or less barred trans- 
versely with brown. Sexes alike; female slightly 
smaller. 

Young (immature). Like adult but markings 
duller and greyer, the large geamy spots on the 
upperparts lacking. Underparts almost uniform. 

STATDS, dbtributton and habitat. Peripheral breeding range in W. 
Pakistan (Baluchistan, and possibly also Sind where not uncommon through- 
out the yc 2 T, c.g. on the Man char, and fairly abtmdant in winter). Qu^y 
a rare winter visitor to northern parts of the subcontinent. Has occurred 
frequently but erratically in the former N\VF Province (Nowshera), Punjab 

Atas engustinstris has been iransfirnrd lo penus Mernarvsrtia, see p. 145. 
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(Bahawalpur), and as a straggler in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh; 
Rajastl^ (Kkancr, Bharatpur districts), Gujarat (Kutch, Bhavnagar, 
Ahmedabad, and Baroda districts), Bengal (Calcutta area), Assam (Sibsagar 
district), Maharashtra (Ahmednagar, Poona). Affects reedy and Twatti-fl 
v^ctation-covered jheeb. flooded tamarisk forest, etc., avoiding open water. 

ExtraJimiUd, Resident (breeds) in Mediterranean Basin from southern 
Spain to Near East, Persia, Baluchistan, and NVV. India (Peter Scott), 



GENERAL HABITS. Normally in paiTs or small parties; occasionally UrgCT 
flocks in winter- Habits rather coot-like; dropping into cover after a short 
flj^t rather than flying round and round with other ducks when disturbed 
by gunfire. Feeds cHcfly swimming. 

FOOD. Almost entirely vegetarian — shoots, tubers, seeds of aquatic 
plants. Partly also worms, molluscs, aquatic insects and larvaa 

VOICE and calls. Silent. Male’s calls variously described as a * w'cak 
T i^xal squeak * a whistling croak * and * a low croaking whistle ’. Also a 
loud and abrupt quack (female?). But apparently insufiicicntly knovMi and 
needs accurate rec ording. 

BREEDLVo. Brccds in West Pakistan (Khushdil Khan lake near Quetta 
c, 1500 m. altitude; Sonmiani jheci. Las Bela) ; possibly alro on the Manchar 
in Sind, and in Gujarat as conjectured but not yet substantiated. Season, 
May^una Jt'est, of rushes and weeds, unlined or sometimes scantily so with 
down; conceal^ among weeds and rushes on swampy ground or on an 
islet in a Eggs, 9 to 12, pale creamy, rather long elliptical oval in 
shape,* vath a smooth glossy surface. Ax'cragc size of 122 egg* 
46*5 X 34*2 *Tim- (Baker). Share of the sexes in incubation not recorded. 
Incubation period 25 days (Dclacour). 
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Mcuinc Diackoss. Bin long, narrow, near base, depressed b<r)*ond tbe 
nc>tnls,.with very short lamellae. Tht, absence of a metallic speadum b a curious 
dqarturc finm the ncr m al condition in its dose relatives of the gen\a Jasr. Pre- 
viously placed in -a separate gema, ^{ervzarerxttA, considered from itructure and 
habits to bridge NetSsn with .daef, now united (Johmgaard 1961, BuB. B.O.C.* 
81:37-43), 

Chick (in down). Tikg Mallard (q.v.) in pattern, but brownisb grey above, pale 


grey bdow. 
KZAsuxzsceim 

Wing 

Bni ^ 

Tarsus 

Taa 

<?(? 

205-215 

43-45 

36-38 

85-105 cun. 

99 

198-20 



(Delaeour) 


IVeight (p I Ib. 3 os. to 1 lb. 5 ox. (c, 535-592 gm.); 9 * fo 1 lb. 3 oa. (r. 
45^-535 gm.) (Hume & Marshall). 

OQLotTSS or &ARZ ^arTS. Iris brown. Bin blackish with a dull gre)'>green triangle 
at the base (more pronounced in 9 ) ^ whitish subterznina! line in Legs 

and/ect olive-brown, the webs blackish. 


93. Fistadl. Anas acute Linnaeus 

Anas crate Xinnaeus, 1758, Syst. Kat, ed. 10, 1: 126 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2274, vd, 6: 437 
plate 9, frg. 2 and Plate 10, fig. 2 

LOCAt. WMZS. Sendf Seenkh par (Hindi); KehSrSiit Drigosh (Sind); DkrUgSAiis 
(Kutch); Dig h£ns^ Bcdd digar, Sholencha (Bengal); DighSnch (Mtnhlkais, Bihar); 
Diganch (Nepal); JCanda, Sanje (Orissa); Markeliaai (1‘amil); lo'fiHl hans^ Digkal ntp 
(Assam): Dasphlonta haM (Cachar); Afdbotga (Manipur), 

SIZE, Domestic duck length o' c. 56-74 cm. (22-29 in.). 

nZUD CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding)*. Elongated body, slender neck, and long pointed 
pin-Uke central tail-feathers diagnostic. Black under tail-co\'crts with a broad 
buff patch in front, additional pointers. Head, face, and throat chocolate; 
hindncck black. A white band running down either side of neck, broadening 
into white of breast and belly. Upper plumage and flanks largely grey, 
finely \'ermiculatcd with black. Conspicuous sil\*cr-grcy edges to long bla^ 
pinna'c scapulars and upper tail-coverts. Speculum metallic bronze-green. 



X r.i 


Male (in eclipse). More or less like female, sometimes with the mantle 
dark ashy- or blackish grey coarsely vcnniculated with greyish white. 


ISO ANSERIFORMES 

Female (adult). Mottled brown and buff with pointed hut pinless tail. 
Rather like slender female Gadwall but lacking its characteristic white 
wing-patch and orange bilL Absence of prominent speculum distinguishc* 
her from female Mallard. In O'verbead flight the peculiar trident-Uke 
ending — the two feet with pointed tail projecting between — identifies it. 


Amt scute 



Young (immature) male has wing coloration of adult male, but with 
laint light edges to sving-coverts. Rest like female. 

STATUS, DETRiBirnoN and habitat. ^Vinter \isitor. Common, wide-; 
spread, and locally abundant: all-India, both Pakistam, Nepal, Ceylon; 
probably also ^Andaman and Nicobar islands whence not yet reported. 
Affects reedy and vcgetation-covcrcd jhecls, brackish la^wrn, and estuaries. 

Extralirratal. * Breeds in the northern parts of Europe, Asia, and N. 
America, including British Isles. ^Vintcrs south to N. Africa, the Nile Valley, 
Ethiopia, the Persiaji Gulf, India, Ceylon, Burma, Siam, S. China . . ,* 
(Peter Scott). 

mORATiOiV. Arrives in IV. Pakistan and NVV. India in September and 
October; normally well spread out cast and south by middle of November. 
Mostly gone by end March. Recoveries of Russian-ringed birds in India 
and vice versa suggest that our migrants originate chiefly from the Caspian 
region and Siberia, lying bcTvs*cen c. 45“ and 65®N. lat. and r, 48® and lOO'E. 
long.— at single stnugbt-Hnc distances on the map of up to about 5000 km. 

OENZRAi. HABITS. Onc of OUT coiTimoncst migratory ducks. Keeps in 
flocks of 15 or 20 to several hundred strong. Early in the season p^es 
often composed entirely of drakes. Usually wild and w-ary, swift on the 
•wing, and invariably seeming in tearing haste. The peculiar hissing or 
rvishing sound produced by the rapid >ving-beats of a flock overhead is 
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audible from considerable heights. One of the spedes most sought after b’ 
duck hunters l«th for its sporting qualities and its excellence as a Ubie bird 
Seeim imcannily aware of this human predilection and is always amongs 
the to zoom out of gunshot range when shooting has commcncet 
on a jheel, or to clear right away to other waters while the less prized specie 
are itfll milling around and paying the toll. Largely a crepuscular ant 
nocturnal feeder, flock after flock flighting at sundown from the daytim( 
***^c°° some weedy jheel to forage in favourite marshes or squelch' 
jsaddyfields, and bach again before dawn. This raoming and evenin! 

flighting ’ provides exhilarating sport for duck hunters. Where huntmi 
preaure is not heavy, may continue to feed till the sun is well up, or eva 
dui^ the day, walking about Ireely and grubbing on maiahy tank edge 
or m wet paddy stubbles. In shallow water the food is procured by thi 
diaract^oc tipping up or up^ding of the non-diving or surihec-feedini 
ducks. A flock engaged in this way, with merely the tail ends proiectini 
above the surface here and there, presents a singularly comical si^t. 

FOOD. Chiefly vegetable matter — grass, conns, shoots, and seeds o 
aquatic plants, and wild and cultivated rice. To a lesser extent also molluscs 
wonju, WTitcr insects and larvae. 

VOICE. Very silent. No calls recorded in T pdi ?*. 

B^mo. Entirely extralimitah For particulars of courtslup display 
nesting, etc. see IVitherby 1939, 3:271-2. 

Mtmou Dtsoitosu. For description of plumages, moulti, etc. ibid. : 273-5. 


Wing 


Tams 


Tail 


1 72-209 nini 


Bm 

(from feathers) 

«?*(? 254-287 48-59 39-44 

2 2 242-266 45-50 38-42 _ 

Weight o’ I Ib. 10 ox. to 2 Ib. 12 os. (c. 730-1250 gm.); 9 1 Ib. 2 or. to I ' 
14 ox. (c. 500-850 gm.) (Hume & htmi&an). 

cOLOuas or bam baxts. Iris dark brtji^ often tinged with red. Bill light 
o«k plumbeous, the culraen, lower mandible, and base, darker. Legi and feet di 
phnabeouj-grey or blacknb: web., cbws, and joino blacker. 

Mircr^sxous. Flight speed, chased c. 104 km./h (Sprunt & Zim). Lo 
iTs'a ) "’ 1’=®” 10 months (Bear Riser Refuge, Uta 


94. Common Teal. Anns crrcca erresa Linnaeus 

iiaai Crreca lirmaeus, 1758, Sjst. Nat., ed. 10, 1:126 (Ssreden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2271, VoL 6: 431 
pate 9, fig. 9 and Plate 10, fig. 9 

-LOCAt. HAStxs, O-Jtiti rivrg.iiEK, Ktrra, ZoArje kirra, Cksmtir, FelSri^ ScaAsrvlta 
(Hindi) ; .Vcrifil , Petiri Adas, TUnhipi (Bengal) ; Bajls (Miisbikars, BOtar) ; Sajits 
gain (Ncpalj ; A erdi (Sind) ; CAdb-ceg (AUratbi); 3trilri, AT/Jinii (Tamil); Tnm^ 
(MaUyalam); Sclari hilii (Kannada); Kalinsri, 0:ita kens, PetSri hem (Assam); 
Deephleyite kajhihJ (Cachari); Aehcrd (SinhaU); Aarit, (Manipur), 
ftzr. Half-grosvn domestic duck length c. 38 cm, (15 in.). 

mtn CHARACTTRI. 
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Male (breeding). PencUled greyish, with chestnut head and a broad 
metallic green band running backward &om in &ont of eye to nape, narrowly 

bordered above and below with 
whitish. A trieoloured wing bar 
(speculum) — black, metaffic green, 
buff — particularly conspicuous in 
flight. 

Male (in eclipse). Head as in 
female, but crown and nape blackish 
brovm, the feathen narrowly edged 
with buflish rinnamon. Mantle and 
scapulars edged and marked srith 
rufous-buff. 

Female (adult). Mottled dark and light bro-w-n, vrith black^^ gnsa 
wing speculum, and pale underparts. May be confused with fes^e 
Gai^anc)' (q^v.), but the prominent speculum is distoctive. At rest, an at 
close range, speckled brown throat (p. unmarked ■wMfish) 5s also a pomter. 

Young (immatirrc). Belly spotted; sccondanes shorter, 

STATUS, nsTRJBunoN and habitat. Winter viator. Common, wi e- 
^read and locally abundant: all, India, both Pa kis ta n s, Nep^, Gey on, 
Andaman, Nicobar, and Maldivc islands. Affects tanks, jhecls, and marsnet, 
chiefly frcshw'atcr. — . 

ExtrolijKiua. •Breeds in Europe and Ada from Ict^d to 
Manchuria and Kurile Islands, and Japan. Winters as lar south M • 
Africa, Nile Valley, Somaliland, Penia, India, to southern China anti uic 
Philippines * (Peter Scott), 



X f.J 


Anot cftcca crvcce 
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ICORATIOK. Together with the Gargancy, one of the earliest ducks 
to arrive in autumn, numbers being already in in W. Pakistan and N\V. 
India by middle or end August, the influx continuing till November, by 
which time the birds are widely spread out Many birds moult the remiges 
after reaching their wntcr quarters in India, becoming flightless for a time. 
Mostly gone again by end March ; some staying on as late as May. Observed 
on northward passage in* Ladakh, at over 3000 m. altitude in April 
(Mcinertzhagen). Recoveries to date of Russian-ringed Teal in W. Pakistan 
and India, and Indian rings in the USSR, indicate that our ^sinter visitors 
arc derived from the Caspian region cast to Kirghiz SSR and beyond 
(between c. 50’ and 132"E.), and north in Siberia to c. 70’N. 

OEttERAL HABITS. One of OUT commoncst and most abundant ducks, 
widdy scattered in the plains coxmtry on every sort of marsh and inland 
water, large or small, provided it is shallow, has a muddy bottom, and 
a plentiful supply of aquatic vegetation. Judged by the qualities that most 
appeal to the sportsman — abundance, swiftness and versatility on the 
^ving, and palatability — one of our gamiest spedcs. Keeps in small parties 
and large flocks of up to 200 or more, congregating at times in s^varms 
(together chiefly with the Gargancy)' that literally blacken acres of marsh- 
land and iky, c.g. in the Little Rann of Kutch, before emigration. 

On migration, or when commuting to and from distant nocturnal feeding- 
grotmds, the birds fly in a succesrion of wide Vs or ^^'avy convex lines %rith a 
broad front; when disturbed by gunfire on a jhecl, usually in close-knit 
packs whiclttura and twdst in unison Vkith the speed and agility of the smaller 
\N’aders. They have an uncanny ability to jink in mid-air — braking to a 
sudden momentary halt in fliU flight, changing a)urse and rocketting 
vertically into the sky upon discovering the gunner’s ambush or to avoid his 
forwardly directed shots. Feeding is done by up-ending in shallow water 
as well as by grazing and grubbing on marshy land. 

FOOD, Ahnoit entirely vegetarian: shoots, tubers, and seeds of aquatic 
plants, and grains of ^v51d and cultivated rice, 

VOICE and caixs. A low musical far-sounding krit, krit by the male; 
a short sharp quack by the female, usually nttttcd when suddenly alarmed. 

BREEDING. Entirely extralimitaL For partic^ars of courtship display, 
nesting,' etc. see Witherby 1939, 3: 246. 

MOULT. Some individuab — presumably oiur earliest arrivals — leave 
their breeding grounds even before the post-nuptial (autumn) moult, 
contrary to the norm in migratory ducks. They shed their wing quills 
simultaneously after reaching their Printer quarters, becoming completely 
fii^tless for a time. 

Musec^m Diackosq. For dcscriptioii of plumages, moults, etc. sec \Vithcrby 1939, 
3:248-50. 

Chick (in down). Very similar to Ivfallaid (q.v.), blackish brown and yellow, 
with two dark lines on face. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

175-192 34-38 27-30 62-72 mm. 

9 9 170-180 31-36 — — 

(Delacour) 
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Anos formosa 



GENERAL HABITS. Nothing recorded in India except that in one instance 
in Manipur the birds were in a party of 8 to 10. 

VOICE and calls. Described of capth’c birds as exactly like the loud 
ducking of a hen. 

BREEDiNO. ExtralimitaL 

Muanm Diagnosis. Apart from larger site, female differs from female erreta by 
an ap p rec i ably broader Irill (150 -f mm. r. 140 — mm. at widest point near tip). 
I-owcr back and rump nearly uniform grey-brown, a little darker on die shafts, 
c. very dark brown, each feather conspicuously margined greyish or huffish 
in erte ta . Wing speculum in both very similar but tippings of greater secondary 
cov er ts narrower and rufous-buff throughout r. broader and white, only dnged 
with buff posteriorly in ertcea. For dctalb of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing" BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

019 203-219 33-38 c. 31-35 86-95 mm. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown, red-brown, or chestnut-brown. Bill dark 
bluish to slaty black or black. Legs and feet pale plumbeous or slaty blue (Baker). 

96, Grey, Andaman or Oceanic TeaL Anas gibimfhms clbogulans 
(Hume) 

Mema elhogtlais Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers, 1: 303 (Andamans) 

Baker. FBI No. 2273, VoL 6: 435 
Plate 9, &g. 5 and Plate 10, &g. 5 

LOCAL KAMEi. Un r ecorded. 
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Weight ^ 9 7-7 oz. to 12 oz. (c. 225-340 gm.) — Hume £: Marshall. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. IiTS browTi. Bill black, paler and browner under lower 
mandible; in female more yellow-brtn\'n, sometimes tinged with green. Legs and 
feet light bluish or oUve-grey to deep slaty blue or dark olive-plumbeous. 


95. Baikal, Clacking or ^Formosa’ Teal. Anas formosa Georgi 

Anas fomora Georgi, 1775, Bcmerk. Reise Russ. Reich, I: 168 (Lake Baikal, Siberia) 
Baker, FBI No. 2272, VoL 6: 433 

Plate 9, fig. 7 and Plate 10, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. ' 

SIZE. Common Teal +; length c. 40 cm. (15J in.). 

FIELD. CHARACTERS. A remarkably beautiful teal. 

Male (breeding). With a distinctive gaudily patterned head. Crown, 
nape, hindneck, and throat black. Face, sides of upper forencck, and below 
the throat buff, narrowly margined with while. A narrow crescentic 
vertical black band from eye down across the face to the black throat. 
Crown from in front of and above eye bordered on each side by a narrow 
white band looping forward down the sides of the black nape into the 
buff lower throat. A broad crescentic metallic green band from behind 
eye down sides of head bounded behind by the white loop and in front 
by the buff facial patch. Mantle slaty grey, pencilled with brown and 
black. Inner scapulars and tcrtiarics vciy* long and lanceolate as in the 
Gargancy, velvety black; white and cinnamon. Speculum black and bronze- 
green, edged w'ith black and white. Below, breast vinaccous, spotted with 
black. Sides slaty. Rest of underparts largely white. 

Female (adult). Overall brown, similar to female Common Teal 
but for somew’hat larger size and the distinctive head pattern — crown 
dark; face fight speckled bro>vn wdth dark lines above the eyes from eye 
to nape. A round white patch at base ofbill (below the browm lores). 

Young (immature). * Like female but plainer, with no white patch near 
bill * (Delacour). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Vciy rare and sporadic ^vinte^ 
\'isitor. Has been recorded at long interv’als about a score of times in the 
last 70 years or so, in Sind, Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Bengal, Assam, Manipur, the most recent being a sight record on the 
Jumna near Delhi, 12 May [rir] 1947 (R. S. Symons). Owing to similarity 
of female with female Teal, possibly some c-xamplcs go undifferentiated, 
in spite of larger size. 

Exiralimilr.l. * Breeds in Siberia east from the Ycniscy river to the Kolyma 
delta and Anadyr, souUi to Lake Baikal, northern Sakhalin and northern 
Kamchatka. ^Vintc^s in China and Japan.' Recorded from Formosa but 
derivrs its name not from that island but from the fact that “formosa** is the 
Latin for “bcauiirul”* (Peter Scott). 

' Very abundant winter vTsitor in southwestern Japan panicularly in certain years, 
flocks numlxrrin^ 10,000 having been ob*er\‘ed. The highest single day's catch of three 
toen operating six throw-nets on a pond was 10,000 Baikal Teal! (Austin & Kuroda 1953). 
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SIZE. Half growTi domestic duck i ; Common Teal -f-. Length c. 43 cm. 
(17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding). Above, dark (almost chocolate) brown, the feathers 
edged greyish producing a scaly or scalloped effect. Throat, forencck, and 
a \'ar^'ing area encircling eye white, this colour sometimes extending to 
entire face. Wings brown with a green and black speculum bordered in 
front and behind by ^vhitish bands, the former broad and conspicuous. 
Below, buffy grey spotted with dark bro^vn. 

Female differs only in beng slightly duller coloured with less distinct 
centres to the feathers. The green of the speculum more coppery. 

‘ The broad white wing-bar is most conspicuous in flight * (Butler, JBNHS 
11: 333). 

Young (immature). Like female but dusky markings on low’cr plumage 
less distinct, and white eye-ring narrower and more fulvou^ 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Endcmic in the Andaman group of 
islands (Landfall, Coco, Great Coco, and others). Nomadic, and on many 
islands apparently only a winter \isitor. Affects outlying freshwater jhocls 
and swamps; also tidal creeks and salt water. 

GENERAL HABITS. Lcss common than the two Whistling Teals. Keeps in 
flocks of tw’cnty or thirty, feeding chiefly at night b^' walking about and 
grubbing in wet paddyfields like Common Teal. Spends much of the day 
roosting perched up amongst the mangrove trees or on rocks exposed at 
low tide. The flocks break up into small parties and pairs as the breeding 
season approaches. 

FOOD. Chiefly vegetarian — tender shoots of crops, grain, etc. Probably 
also insects, worms, crustaceans, etc. 

VOICE. A soft whistle. Also described as haring a low quaddng call-note. 

BREEDING. Season, the only dependable record (Osmaston, JBNHS 
17 : 491) is of a nest containing ten nearly fresh eggs on August 4. A'est, in 
a natural hollo^v high up in lofty dead tree-trunks, usually inaccessible. 
E^gs, normal clutch? Long, elliptical, cream-coloured o\'als. Average size 
of 10 eggs 49*0 X 36*3 mm. (Baker). Incubation period, share of the sexes 
in the domestic chores, etc. not recorded. 

Mltel'm Diacsosb. The northern Andamans population was hitherto designated 
as a separate race — A. g. Irscopcreus Fleming — on account of larger extent 
of white on face and neck. Thb is no^v shown to be a case of partial albinism 
probably caused by too much inbreeding, and tlte race is c u rr en tly considered 


untenable. 

MEASUREStENTS 

^Vl^g 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


199-205 

34-36 

35-37 

79-81 mm. 

99 

197-205 

34-35 

— 

— 

^Vright c. 425 

gnu 



(Delacour) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris reddish brown OT red. Bill gTCcnish bluc, plumbcous- 
blue, or plumbeous with the nail black; in some examples lower mandible 
variously tinged with pink. Legs and feel dark greenish or plumbeous; clav%*3 
black. 
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Anas poeolorhyncha J. R. Forster 

Key to the Sabspeciee Fegc 

A No white bsod posterior to the speculum ,.A^ p* ZMcff^mcha 159 

B A broad white band posterior to the spectilum 1 

I A red spot on each side of base of blU A. p. p^nlorfynehe 157 

No red spots on bill.. A, p. haringloni 159 

97. Spotbill Dndc Anas pocciloTtyneha poecilorhyruha J. R, Forster 

Anaspctcilork^haJ. R. Forster, 1781, Indian Zool. : 23, pL 13, f. 1 (Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 2265. Vol. 6: 421 
Plate 9, fig. 3 and Plate 10, hg. 3 

LOCAt. names. Gdm pSi^ Gugral ^Hindi) ; Hdnjdr (Sind) ; Laddim (Minlukars, 
Bihar); (Nepal teni); Xara (Manipur); mdghi fiAns (Asaasn)» 

SIZE. Domestic duck; length c. 61 cm. (24 in.). 

FIELD OTARACTERs. A large duck of scaly-pattcmcd buffy grey and 
dark brown plumage. Narrowly black-and-white margined metallic green 
wing speculum, bordered above (posteri- 
orly) by a broad pure white barparticulariy 
conspicuous in flight. Bright coral-red legs, 
yellow-tipped dark bill, and two swollen 
orange-red spots at its base on either side of 
X r. 1 forehead, are further diagnostic clues. 

Female sUghtly smaller and duller than male; but conclusive sex 
diflerentiation possible only on voice (q.v.). 

Young (immature). Like adult but paler, less spotted below, and with 
no red spots at base of bill. 

status, distridution and habitat. Resident, nomadic, and occasionally 
migratory. Common and widely though capriciously distributed, and 
nowhere really abundant. Throughout the Indian subcontinent, locally 
up to c. 1200 m. elevation, east of the lower Indus river (occasionally 
Baluchistan), and Kashmir (to c. 1800 m.) to western Assam. South to 
Mysore, and occasionally Ceylon. Frequents reedy and vegetation-covered 
jhccls,' shallow irrigation tanlu, etc. Rarely also on rivers. 

A flock of over 200 (subspeciesi^) reported on Neill Island, Andamans 
(E. G. Silas, in epist.^ March I960), but occurrence there liceds confirmation. 

migration. One ringed in Rajasthan (Bharatpur, 27®13*N., 77®33*E.) 
5.xii.l969 recovered in USSR (near Novosibirsk, c. 54^06'N., 74®38'E,) 
August 1970 — c. 2880 km. N. (JBNHS 68(1): 244). 

xiEKERAL KABrrs. Very similar to the Mallard, usually seen in pairs, 
fiimxly parties, or moderate sized flocks. A strong flier but /css qiuck in 
take-olf than the Mallard, rising less abruptly and vertically. PriEcd by 
sportsmen as much for its sporting qualities as for excellence as a table bird. 
A non-diving duck, obtaining most of its (bod by walking about and grubb- 
ing on marshland or in wet paddyfields, or by up-ending in shallow water 
to reach the bottom mud, tail sticking above the surface and legs kicking 
to maintain the vertical stance. But it can dive very effectively to evade 
capture when wounded or moulting wing, surfacing only momentarily in a 
flash, or with just the bill showing. Often it holds on thus to partially sub- 
merged vegetation and remains completely hidden from view. 


158 ANSERIFORMES 

FOOD. Chiefly vegetarian — shoots, corms, etc. of aquatic plants, seeds 
of sedges, grain of wild and cultivated rice, etc. The birds occasionally 
do considerable damage to rice crops by trampling down a great deal more 
than they cat. Sometimes also water insects, and their larvae, worms, and 
molluscs. Among the animal items specifically identified in itomadi 
contents is the water-snail Vivipara {bsngclmsis ?). 


Anas ppcd/orhynefta 



iResidential J A. p. poidlorkynsha; 2 A. p. karingtom; 3 A. p. 40noThjinthe 
range 


VOICE. Almost indistinguishable from the Mallard’s — a hoarse wheezy 
note by the drake, and a loud quack by the duck particularly when suddenly 
startled. As a rule very silent. 

brecpino. Season^ not strictly defined. Depending largdy on water 
conditions, but chiefly July to Scptcmber/October in noith and pcniaiulsr 
India; Novcmbcr/Dccembcr in' the south. Possibly two broods a year. Not 
Ceylon. ATer/, a pad of grass and weeds concealed in herbage on the margins 
of a tank or swamp; sometimes lined with a small quantity of feathers and 
down. EggSi 6 to 12, normally 7 to 9, greyish buff or greenish white, rather 
broad ovals, smooth and fine textured ; very similar to those of the Mallard. 
Average size of 100 eggs 56*0 X 42*3 mm. (Baker). Incubation, believed to 
commence with last egg, takes about 24 days. The drake’s share in this is 
unknown, but he assists the duck in guardingand leading the duchdings. • 

Museum Diagnosis. No eclipse plumage in male. Both sexes undergo a post- 
nuptial moult when all the wing quills are cast simultaneously, the femafe sometimes 
possibly incubating in this condition (Silim Ali, JBNHS 44: 219). 

Chick (in down). Like Mallard, blackish above with yellow back and wing 
markings and underparts, but the black line through eye a little broader and 
blacker (Delacour). 
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MEASUREKENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

cf 260-280 60-65 46-48 120-140 mm. 

9 9 250-268 50-55 

(Delacour) 

Weight (f 2 lb. 4 oz. to 3 lb. 5 oz. (c. 1230-1500 gm.) — Hume; 9 1 lb. 12 or. 
— 3 lb. (c, 790-1360 gm.) — Baker. 

coinuRS OF BARE PARTS. Iris light to dark brown, BUI black, the tenninal third 
or less yellow to orange-yellow or orange, tipped black. A spot at base of bill on 
each side of forehead orange-red to coral-red. and feet deep coral-red: clawa 
black. 


98. Burmese Spotbill Duck* Anas poecilorhyneka hanngtoni (Oates) 
PcUorulla haringloni Oztes, 1907, Jour. Bomb. nat. Hist. Soc., 17: 558 
(Shan States) 

Baker FBI No. 2267, Vol. 6: 423 

LOCAL KASiE. Bof miighi hSns (Assamese). 

SIZE. Same as 97 

FIELD CHARACTERS. * Similar to the Indian Spotbill, but a little smaller, 
the underparts more uniform, less spotty; very small or no red dots on the 
base of the bill * (Delacour). Also %vith conspicuously white-bordered green 
speculum. 

Young (immature) and Chick (in down) as in the Indian race. 

STATUS,^ distribution and habitat. Resident. Extreme eastern Assam 
(N. Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh). 

Exfralimif^. Burma, Shan Stales, Yunnan. 

cene^l habits, food, voice, etc. Similar to those of the Indian 
subspecies, 

BREEDiNo. Two ncsts, similar to those of the Indian race, recorded from 
Lakhimpur by B.Tker on 6 February and 13 April respectively: In the 
Shan States nests have been taken in February, April, June, July, and 
November. Eggj, 6 and 14, more or less incubated, have been found in 
ncsts, but normal dutch-sire uncertain. Average size of 27 em 
52*7 X 39*6 mm. (Baker). ^ 

hivsrxfsi "DiAaftosa 

UEAXUaElONTS 

Wing Bill 

d'd’ 245-268 50-57 mm. 

9 9 237-255 •— mm. (Delacour) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in the Indian race. 

An intcrmedialc example between this and zpnsnhjncha has bee n recorded from 
eastern Assam (1937, JBNHS 39: 638). 


99. Eaafem Grey Zhick. Anas pordicrhjmrha zenorT^ka Sivinhoe 
i4naj zorarhyneha Swinhoe, IB66, Ibis: 394 (Ningpo, China) 

Baker. FBI No, 2266, VoL 6 : 422 

lizE. As No* 97 i. 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Differs from the Indian Spotbill by duller, less 
conspicuously marked plumage with darker practically unspotted under- 
parts, and absence of the two red spots at base of culmcn. A broad line, 
heavily speckled with black, from base of bill to car-coverts. Supercilium, 
chin, checks, and throat more contrastingly whitish. Speculum blur (instead 
of green) and only narrowly bordered with white. White on secondancs 
restricted and much less conspicuous. Nail of bill^rifraJ (o. black in.n.f. 
pvcciloThyncha). Sexes alike; female slightly smaller. 

Young (immature) duller than adult. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Migratory. A frequent sUagglct 
winter to eastern Assam (Sibsagar disL) and Manipur. Once also procured, 
in Bihar (Darbhanga dist., C, M. Inglis). „ 

Extralmital. Breeds in eastern Sil^ria, Manchuria, Mongolw, N. 
China, Korea, S. Sakhalin, the Kurile Is., and Japan. Winters south to . 
China and Formosa (Peter Scott). a * 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE, ctc. Nothing specifically recorded m 
India. Elsewhere said to h^uAt sea coasts as' well as inland waters. 

Museum Diagnosis 

MEASUREMENTS 

wing Bill 

(from fealhcn) 

(f tP 254-276 56-^3 mm. 

9 9 243-260 — , 

(Baker, Delacour) 

For a male and female frim Chinwangtao, E. China, La Touche (1931 
gives Wing cJ» 282, 9 265 mm. . . 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As In thc Indian (nonunatc) race, but nau oi oiu y 
and red spots at base lacking. 


100, MaUard. Anas plaiyrhynshos Linnaeus 

Anas plat^hjmckos Luinaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, li I25^wcdcn) 

Baker. FBI No. 2264. Vol. 6: 419 
Plate 9',' fig. 1 and Plate 10, fig. 1 

local nam£s. //tUlr, Wlr ntgi (Hindi) ; JVT/jfr (Bcng^) ; Lllgth (#Sinhikar», 

Ulg (?, Ulgahi 9 (Nepal); Amrolia hSns, Benasia pdti h&u (Assam); 

9 (Sind); Bui, }Uijt (Kutch). 

SIZE. Domestic duck; length e. 61 cm. (24 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. , . 

Male (breeding), Laigely grey above and below, finely penauOT an 
vcrmiculatcd with black. Glistening mctalh’c dark green head 
separated from chestnut breast by narrow white collar. Rump, tml-cnvtrl^ 
and two upcurlcd central taU-fcathers black. Speculum mctaUic P'fp" 
blue bordered in front and behind by narrow black and white ban % 

conspicuous in flight. Yellowish green bill; orange legs. , 

Female (and male m eclipse plumage). Brown and buff, 
and spotted with black. Chin, throat and foreneck plain buff; an 
dark line through thc eye. Orange legs. Distinguished from the very 
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similar 9 Shoveller, also orange-legged, by bill shape and purple-blue 
speculum (p. green). 



X c.i 

Young (immature). Like female, but duller and less well marked. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Brecds in small numbers in Kaihmir. 
Ma^y winter visitor. Apparently no longer so common in northern \V. 
Pakistan (Bahawalpur) where until c. 1940 at least it often formed 70 to 80 
per cent of sportsmen’s seasonal bags of duck. Common in lower Sind, 
decreasingly so cast\v'ard through U.P., Nepal, Bihar, Bengal, E. Pakistan 
to Assam; southward sparingly to rare to about lO^N. in Orissa, Madhya 
Pradesh, Gujarat and northern Maharashtra. Exceptional if further south; 
no record. Frequents shallow reedy jheels (or dhands) and marshes; rarely 
also rivers and ponds. 

Extralimital. Throughout the Holarctic Region. In Europe and Asia 
brecds from the Arctic Circle south to the Mediterranean and roughly 


Anas pfotyrhvflchos 
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to latitude 30®N. Winters from southern half of breeding range to N. Africa, 
Nile Valley, India, Burma, 'S. China and Japan. Several small endemic 
populations have been described, e.g. from Mexican higlilands 
Greenland (conboschas), Hawaii Is. {wyuiUiana)^ Laysan I. Jjoysanensis), bill 
the species is c/idcntly monotypic. 

MiORATiON. Mallards ringed in.W. Pakistan (Manchar lake, Sind; 
Jhajja, Bahawalpur) between r. 27® & 30°N. and 68® & 72®E. have been 
recovered in the Novosibirsk region of USSR, between e. 52® & 56®N. and 
67® & 79®E., indicating that a large proportion of our svintcr sisitors are 
derived from Siberia. The speed of migratory flight has elsc^riicrc been 
estimated as r. 80 km. per hour. 

OENERAi. HABITS. A typical suifacc-fccding or dabbling duck, the 
ancestor of all our domestic breeds. Gregarious. Keeps in parties and small 
flocks of seldom* more than a dozen or so; sometimes up to 40 or 50. Wh'ere 
persecuted does most of its feeding during the night, flighting at dusk to 
outlying inundated paddyflelds and marshes, and returning to the daytime 
refuge at dawn. Walks with ease dabbling for food on squelchy ground, or 
up-ending to rake the bottom mud as it swims in shallow w’atcr. The pro- 
jecting tail is directed backwards to attain the vertical stance, assisted by a 
constant kicking of the legs. It is a swift and powerful flier, capable of rising 
almost vertically off the water or land when alarmed. Usually wary and 
difflcult to circumvent, and excellent for the table; therefore combining all 
the rcquintcs of a coveted sporting bird, and eagerly sought by duck hunters. 
Though not an tindenrafcr feedet', can dive quite effectively to evade 
capture when w'oundcd. 



Foot of Mallard (A) and Common Pochard (B) to ihow diifeTence 
in hind toe orsurface-reeding and diving ducks 


FOOD. Chiefly vegetarian: conns, seeds and shoots of Gramxneae and 
other aquatic plants, wild and cultivated rice, etc. To a lesser extent also 
molluscs, tadpoles, fish spawn, svorms, etc. 

VOICE and calls. Of drake a wheezy ‘ scraping *; of duck a loud rather 
explosive when suddenly alarmed and flying off. Also a loud yuar/t- 
■quachquachquaek^quackf the first quack very loud, the others decreasingly 
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so but quicker repeated. This is uttered as a call-note and can be effectively 
imitated by hunters to decoy the birds. The female (?) also ^ves a scries of 
rapid tuckata-luckata-tuckata’ notes signifying satisfaction on discovering 
fo^. 

BREEDING. Batcs & LosvthcT (1952), have shown that Major Cock’s 
account in Hume & Oates (1889-90) of * boatloads ’ of Malhird ^gs 
litjm the Kashmir lakes being brought to Srinagar market for sale was a 
palpable exaggeration. At the present time only very small numbers breed 
on Hokarsar, Anchar, and other lakes in the Kashmir Valley. •SVaxen, late 
April, May and June. Jfest, a bed of dry grass, rush leaves, and a quantity of 
the bird’s own (blackish) down; sometimes bulky and rimmed >vith a thick 
well-felted layer of down, at others without any. Placed on the ground in 
thick cover of sedges, grass, and bushes on the edge of a lake or some distance 
from water. Eggs^ 6 to 10, long ovals, more or less equal at both ends. 
Normally greenish grey, sometimes pale dull yellowish stone or pale buff; 
close-textured, smooth-surfaced, with a slight gloss. Average size of 1 00 
Indian eggs 56*6 x 40*3 mm. (Baker). Only the female incubates. Incu- 
bation period 26 days (Withcrby,'q.v. also for courtship display and other 
details of breeding biology). 

' MuxEtm Dxaokosis. For details of plumages, etc, sec Witherby 1939, 3:236-9, 

Chick (in down). ‘Blackbh brown above, with yellow face, underparts, and 
spots on the bade and wings; a dark line through the eyes and shorter ones or spots 
on the can; sometimes a small dark streak at the base of the bill * [Delacour 1956, 


2: 42; 70 (plate)]. 

UZASVILEUENTS 

Wing 

BiU 

Tamis 

-TaU 


266-2S2 

(from feathen) 
50-57 

r, 40-45 

80-97 mm. 

99 

232-276 

44-55 / 


(Baker) 

o 4t_ in . 


Weight cf 2 lb. 8 oz. to 4 Ib. (r. 1135-1800 gru.); 9 1 lb. 10 oz, to 2 Ib. 10 or. 
(f. 735-1195 gm.) — Hume & MarshalL 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris browTi. Bill dull olive-yellow, or dingy green, the 
base and gape ycUmver or orange; nail black. t,cgs and feet orange-yellow to coral- 
red; clawi black. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Flight spccdsi cTuising 48; chased 64-80 km.p.h. 
(Sprunt & Zim). 


101. GsdwaQ. Anas sirspera sirtpera Linnaeus 

Anas strrptra Unnaetn, 1758, S>'sL NaL, ed. 10, 1: 125 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2269, Vol. 6: 426 
, Plate 9, fig. 12 and Plate 10, fig. 12 ■ 

LOCAL NAMES. MfHt 'Bkuor, B^kkuT (Hindi) ; Peeing kans (Bengal) ; MjU (Minhikan 
of Bihar; Nepal); Burdj Bucri, Bahdr (Sind); Sept mugi hens (Assam); Theidingncm 
(=2 * lesamum-flavourcd *, Manipur). 

SIZE. Domestic Dui— length e. 51 cm. (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. 
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Male (breeding). Genera! effect dark brown and grey? with whitish 
belly and very black mil end (black upper and under tail-coveris). Dark 
and light crescentic markings on breast almost 
forming a pectoral band. A glistening svhitc patch 
(secondaries) on trailing edge of "wing broadly 
bordered anteriorly wdth black (middle second- 
aries), and 0 chestnut patch (lesser w'ing-coverts) 
very' conspicuous in flight. At rest the chestnut 
^ f- \ patch with the black-and-white speculum is a 

diagnostic pointer. 

Male in eclipse. Like female, but greyer and less heavily marked above. 

Female (adult). A duller and smaller edition of female Mallard, 
dark browTi mottled with buff, w’ith the chestnut on wing obsolete. Also 
with orange-yellow legs. Diagnosed in flight by white sving-mirror as in 
drake; at rest, when this often concealed, by smaller size, slighter build, 
and absence of Mallard’s metallic speculum. 

Young (immature). Male similar to drake in eclipse. Female like adult 
duck but with wings less bright coloured. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Ouc of our commoRcst wintering 
ducks. Both Pakistans, Nepal, all India, lessening progressively southward. 
Rare in S. India; only a single retord in Ceylon. Affects reedy marshes 
and jhccls, large and small, with plenty of cover; open water-spread of 
dammed rcserv'oirs only occasionally as daytime refuges. 

Extralimital. Europe, Asia, and w'cstcrn North America. In Eurasia 
blading from Iceland to Kamchatka, south to England, Holland, Grcrmany, 
central Russia, Caspian, Scistan, Transbaikalia. Wintering south to northern 
Africa, Ethiopia, S. China. 


Anas strtptra 




o 
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MIGRATION. GadNvall ringed in W. Pakistan, on the Manchar lake, c, 
26®N., 68°E., have been recovered in USSR chiefly between 50° and 60°N. 
lat, and 60° and 60°E. long, in' the Omsk re^on of Novosibirsk, therefore 
almost due N., at straight-line distances of over 3000 km. 

CENERAi. HABITS. Very similar to Mallard, and typical of the surface- 
feeding or dabbling ducks. Gregarious and predominantly vegetarian. 
Usually keeps in small flocks of 10 to 30 birds or so. Feeds by walking about 
and dabbling on marshland or in squelchy paddyfields, or by up-ending in 
shallow svater to rake the bottom mud. Sometimes also dives for food, and 
can do so very cfTectivcIy when wounded and evading capture. Flight s\vift, 
with rapid strokes of the pointed wings producing a low whistling sound. 
A highly prized sporting bird, ranking with mallard and pintail amongst 
the finest for the table. Also one of our most abundant migratory ducks, 
usually well represented in duck hunters* bags in northern India. 

FOOD. Chiefly seeds, shoots, and tubers of marsh plants and aquatic 
weeds, and grains of wild and cultivated rice. Occasionally insects, wornis, 
molluscs, etc. 

VOICE. In both sexes very mallard-like. The quack of the duck is some- 
what less loud. ‘ The male has a soft, breathy call and a raucous, croaking 
note oe ’* often repeated, and followed by a sharp whistle, used in display * 
(Dclacour). 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Mest like Mallard’s, on ground, near water. 
EggSf ‘7 to 15, usually 8-12, creamy buff like those of the Wigeons, 54 x 
36 mm.; incubation 25-26 days* (Delacour). 

Museum Diagnosis. For detailed description of plumages sefc Witherby 1939, 

3; 242-4, . 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from feathers) 




270-285 

f. 48-54 

f. 36-40 

e. 82-98 mrn. 

9 9 

220-256 J 





Weight cf I Ib. 8 oz. to 2 lb. 4 oz. {c. 575-1025 gm.)j 9 1 Ih. to I lb. 12 oe. (f. 
450-800 gm.). 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Upper mandible dark slaty brown; 
lower mandible paler and yellowish or reddish underneath. Legs and feet yellow, 
brownish yellow to dull orange; claws black. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Flight Speed: cruising 29 m. (r. 47 km.) p.h. (Spruni 
& Zim). 


102. Falcated or Bronzecapped Teal. Anas falcala Georg! 

Anasfelcata Georgi, 1775, Bemerk. Rcise Russ. Reich, 1 : 167 (Asiatic Russia) 
Baker, FBI No. 2268, Vol. 6: 424 
Plate 9, fig. 11 and Plate 10, fig. 11 
LOCAL NAME. KSld sinkhuT (?) (Uttar Pradah). 

SIZE. Domestic duck — ; Gadwall length c. 51. cm. (20 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding) strikingly peculiar and beautiful. Head metallic 
bronzy green and chestnut-purplish, with a bushy mane-like nuchal crest 
falling over hindncck, resting on back and giving the impression of a thick 
neck. Throat and foreneck white vrith a narrow green collar near base. 
General aspect of body plumage grey, wavily pencilled with black and 
resembling Gadwall's, the markings bolder and more crescentic on breast. 
Speculum glossy black and green, bordered in front by a grey band (wing- 
coverts), Inner secondaries very long, sickle-shaped (falcated) — velvety 
black, white, and grey — covering hind part of body and tail. Upper 
lail-covcrts black, overtopping tail. 

Female (adult). Very like female Gadwall, but wing mostly grey 
with black-and-grcen (r. white) speculum, a short nuchal crest, and 
(not yellow) legs. 



Toung (immature). Like the female; ma/es more flnefy vcrmicu/atcd, 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Rare but not infrequent winter 
straggler to Assam (Lakhimpur, Sibsagar, No\vgong, Kamrup, Sylhet 
districts; Surma Valley), and Manipur. Vagrants recorded in Bihar (Tirhut, 
Patna, Darbhanga districts), Uttar Pradesh (Lucknow, Roorkee districts), 
Delhi, Punjab (Jhelum,Kamal districts). West Pakistan {Sind,Bahawalpur), 
Gujamt (Kutch dist.), Nepal (Kosi R.). Females in hunters* h.igs some- 
times possibly misidentified as Gadwall. 

Extralimital, Breeds in N. Asia, south of the Arctic Circle from the 
upper Ycnisey to Kamchatka, south to Lake Baikal, N. Mongolia, the 
Amur and Ussuriland. Winters in Japan, Korea, E. and S. China to Upper 
Burma (Peter Scott). 

GENERAL HABITS. Nothing specifically recorded in India except that it 
occurs singly or in pairs on jhccls in Assam usuallyin company ivith Gadwall 
(M. J. S. Mackenzie). Once shot from a party of 15 (? mixed species). 
In flight said to resemble Common Teal with same swishing sound of 
wings. 

FOOD. Mainly vegetarian. 

VOICE. Unrecorded in India. The male’s described elsewhere as a loud 
piercing whistle also a low chuckling as of Mallard drake when swimming 
about. The female’s as a quack like Gadwall duck’s. 

BREEDING. Extralimital- J{esl. Compactly built of reeds and rushes 
thickly lined with down. Eggs. * Six to ten, 56 X 40 mm., creamy white; 
incubation 24-25 days,’ (Dclacour). 
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Museum Diacnosis. Upper and lower tail-covcrts in both sexes very long', extend- 
ing beyond the lips of the rcctrlccs. Female confusingly like female Gadwall except 
for colour of legs, and chiefly the diflcrcnl wing speculum. 

In female Gadwall entire visible portions of inner secondaries pure white, terminal 
portions of their larger coverU black; in female /a/rnla visible ifortions of all inner 
secondaries black (with a metallic green rcfleciionl narroivly lipped with white 
and terminal portions of their greater coverts while. 

For detailed description of plumage sec B.alcer, loc. rit. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

cfcf 2S(^-24Z 

9 9 225-235 


Bill Tarsus .Tail 

40-42 32—40 82-85 mm. . 

38-40 — — 


'Vcight 1 o' 650 gm. (D.N'HS). (Dclacour) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark browTi. Bill black. Legs and feet drab, olive- 
grey, or olivc-broivn; webs and toes black. 


103. Wigeon. Anas penehpe Linnaeus 

Afinipenehpe Unnaetu, 1758, Sysl. Nat, cd. 10, 1: 126 (Sweden) 

Baker FBI No. 2270, Vol. 6: 429 
Plate 9, fig. 4 and riatc 10, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Ptajon, Petori, Pharia, OJiota lUstr (Hindi) ; Chhdia lilslr (Bengal) ; 
/InWT (Mirshikan, Bihar); Che^ (Nepal); Pharaa (Sind; Gujarat. Nal Sarovar)j 
Khellrija hmia (Assam); Thingfcngncl ( « Mike the Brahminy *, referring to .the 
drake’s ruddy head, Manipur). 

SIZE. Domestic duck — ; Gadwall — ; length c. 49 cm. (19 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding). General aspect pencilled grey. Head and neck chestnut 
or bright rusty red with a distinctive cream coloured patch on forccrown. 

Vinous breast, black tail-covcrts, a large horizontal 
white bar on closed wing (coverts), finely black- 
bordered metallic green speculum, and small 
narrow blue-grey bill arc further diagnostic clues. 
In flight the broad white shoulder patch near 
leading edge of wing (coverts), and the buff 
X f. I * bald * forccrown are conspicuous pointers. 

Male (in eclipse). Above, reddish brown, marked and vcrmiculatcd 
ivath black; below, chiefly white. 

Female (adult). Similar to male in eclipse * but much duller, less 
reddish brown, the dark vcrmiculations less coarse, the lesser wing-covero 
t There arc two colour phases, one redder the other greyer * (Delacour). 



DiflTcrentiated from rather similar female Gadwall by 
plumage and metallic green speculum v. contrasty white and bU 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor. 

Sind and northern India, where locally very abundant. Less ^ 
in pcninsubir and c.Tstcm India generally, but in some years very 
in ^V. Bengal, K. Pakistan, Assam, and Manipur, and usually so on .. 
lake (Orissa). Sparse and irregular in Ceylon. Observed in (n 

and central Nepal in winter, and on the high alritudc lakes (f- 
5330 m.) in eastern Nepal in May and June presumably 
fKLvugc. Frequents shallow reedy jhccls .ind m.irshes. Small 
sionally also on salt-water creeks ant! m.Tngiovc swamps, c.g. on t c 
coast. 
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ExtraliTmtal. * Europe and Asia, breeding in temperate regions north 
to the Arctic Circle and beyond, from Iceland and Scotland to Kamchatka. 
Winters in Britain and south to the Nile Valley. Ab^’ssinia, India, S. China 
and Japan * (Peter Scott). 

MIGRATION. Wigeon ringed during ^v*intc^ in Sind (Manchar lake, 
c. 26°N., 68°E.) and in central India (Dhar, c. 23°N., 76°E.) have been 
recovered in summer in Siberia bet^veen c. 55® & 58®N. and 66® & 85®E. 
One of these was a female accompanied by ducklings, and another a male 
in post-nuptial moult and flightless, indicating that they were on their 
breeding grounds and thus disclosing the provenance of possibly the majority 
of our winter migrants. 

GENERAL HABITS. Gregarious; sometimes in very large flocks. Like 
other non-diving ducks feeds by walking about and grazing or grubbing on 
grassy edges of jhccls and in squelchy paddyfields, or by up-ending in 
shallow water. Swift on the ‘vsing, but perhaps less so than Teal, rising 
abruptly off the ^vater on alarm and qmckly climbing well out of gunshot. 
Flies in compact flocks or irregular lines with a distinctive rustling sound. 
Provides good sport to the duck hunter and is excellent for the table. Dives 
effectively to evade capture when only ^s'inged. 

FOOD. Chiefly vegetarian: conns, seeds, and shoots of marsh and aquatic 
plants, and wild and cultivated rice. Also water insects and their lar^’ae, 
molluscs, etc, 

VOICE and calls. Of male a distinctive musical piping whistle whee~co, 
uttered both on the \ving and from the ground or water. Of female a short 
quack, also described as a * purring growl ’. 

BREEDING. Extra limi tal. J{est, of matted grass, reeds, etc. Avith a thick 
bed of down for the eggs, hidden in xmdergrowth usually close to water. 

7 12, buffy cream, 54 x 35 mm. on an average; incubation 

24 to 25 days ’ (Dclacour). 

Museum Diagnosis 

MEASTniEXfENTS 

Wing 
254-273 
9 9 233-256 

Weight o' I lb. 5 oz. to I lb. 10 or. (c. 590-735 gm.); 9 I lb. 3 or. to 1 lb, 10 or. 
(t. 535-735 gm.). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown or red-bro^. Bill grey-blue, lirid blue, 
or slate-blue; dp black. Legs plumbeous tinged with grey or green; joints and 
webs darker; clau-s blackish. 

104. Garganey or Binewinged Teal. Anas querquedula linnaeus 
Anas querqutdjila Linnaeus, 1758, S>’st. Nat, ed. 10, 1; 126 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2275, Vol. 6: 439 
Plate 9, fig. 10 and Plate 10, &g. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Chiita, Khkot Pateri (Hindi); Gkang nibfGiria Hans (Bengal); 
Chxia hSns (Assam); CSvSrho, Kordo^ Kdrero (Sind); Kdrdio (Gujarat, Nat Sarovar) ; 
Gtndii (Orissa — most duck) ; Svrit engouha (»= ‘ white teal *, Manipur). 
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SIZE. Domestic duck — ; length c. 41 cm. (16 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding). head and neck pinky broim streaked Arith white, 
and Arith conspicuous broad Avhite eyebroAA’s. Upperparts blackish broAATi, 
scalloped paler. Scapulars long, lanceolate, glossy 
black, Avith a broad Avhitc median stripe. \Vmg 
shoulders (coA’erts) bluish grey. Speculum green, 
between tAS'o Avhite bands. Befoiu, breast light 
brown, speckled Arith black. Rest of underparts 
y Avhite, finely waA’cd on sides and spotted near 

A'cnt (tail-coverts) Avith black. 

Male (in eclipse). Like female, but Avith fully coloured cT \ring. 

Young male (immature). Like female but darker, Avlth broAsmer under- 
parts, and better defined speculum. 

Female (adult). Above, head broAvn Avith conspicuous Avhitish eyebrows, 
white throat, and a distinct dark line from bill .through eye to nape. Rest 
of upperparts dark broAsm, scalloped paler. Wing shoulders (coverts) 
grejish broAvn. Speculum as in male but rather obscure and the green 
more oUa'c. Below, upper breast and near vent broAvnish Arith darker spots; 
rest of underparts Avhite. May be confused Avith female Common Teal 
(q.v.), but speculum green and Avhite v. tricolourcd black, green and buff, 
and throat unmarked Avhitish v. broAvn-speckled, are diagnostic pointers. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. One of our commonest and most 
Aridespread migratory' ducks. Perhaps the earliest to arrive in its AV'inter 
quarters, and ccrtaiidy one of the last to lea\'e, small parties occasionally 
being seen rill Avell into Mav. All India,' both Pakistans, Nepal, Ceylon. 


Ana querqutduh 



Breeding i Non-breeding 


Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

f. 31-35 

f. 35-40 

c. 95-110 mm. 
(Baker) 
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Frequents every type of Aratcr large and small — jheeb, manhes, village 
tanks, coastal backAA-aters and lagoons (e.g. in Kerala), the last chiefly as 
daytime -refuges from which to forage in outlying paddyfields during the 
night. 

MIGRATION. Meinertzhagen came across a party of Gargancys on 
migration at Khardong in Ladakh (4100 m.) as early as 30 July, shoAring 
that autumn passage of duck may take place across A'ciy high parts of 
the Himalayas. It is rarely Asitnessed in daytime imless the birds arc forced 
to the ground by heavy' clouds as on this occasion. In NW. India autumn 
passage is usually in evidence in August, and fair numbers of birds arc 
already in by mid-September, c.g. in Rajasthan (Kcoladco Ghana, Bharat- 
pur). RccoA'cries of ringed Gargancys in India and the USSR indicate 
that our A’isitors are derived from a A’cry cxtcnsiA'c northern area, betAveen 
latitudes 51® &. 60®N. and longitudes 30® & 82®E. The most spectacular 
records so far arc of a Bharatpur bird recoA’ered in the Kiev region of 
the USSR (at 51®19'N., 30®14'E.) and of one ringed in the Leningrad 
area (60®30'N,, 32®50'E.) shot in Maharashtra (Sangli disL, c. 17®N., 
75®E.). The straight-line distances on the map betAv'cen the points of ring- 
ing and rccoA'cry are c, 5000 and c. 6500 km. respectively, the actual air 
distance of course being considerably greater. Sec also Appcndi,N. 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarious; non-diAong, though like most surface- 
feeders can dive A’cry effectively to evade capture Avhen Avounded. Feeds 
by Avalking about and grubbing in marshland and swampy paddyflelds, or 
by up-ending in shalloAV AA'ater. Largely' a nocturnal feeder Avherc perse- 
cuted, as this and other duck species invariably arc. Enormous mixed 
congregations of tens of thousands of duck and teal collect in certain daytime 
refuges in AN'inter, e.g. on the Vembanad backAv'atcrs in Kerala, and just 
before northAvard emigration in hlarch, e.g. on the extensive marsh at the 
mouth of the Banas river in the Little Rann of Kutch. Gargancys predo- 
minate among these. Flight A’cry’ swift, Avith less turning and tAA’bting than 
the Common Teal, in close-packed flocks. Overhead the AA-ings produce a 
characteristic swishing hiss by Avhich experienced sportsmen can identify 
the spcdcs ev'cn in the dark. 

FOOD. Mainly A'cgctarian; seeds and tender shoots of marsh plants, 
grasses and sedges, and grains of Avild and culti\'atcd rice. Also some animal 
matter: Avatcr insects, laivae, AA*orTns, molluscs, etc. Shells of Planorhis sp. 
and Melama tuherculata haA'C been identified among stomach contents in 
India. 

VOICE. UsLtally A'cry' silenL Hume mentions a loud strident quack 
apparently common to both sexes; seldom uttered, A harsh grating Ar-r-r^by 
male in breeding season; also heard just before emigration, likened to a 
stick rapidly draAA'n across AA'ooden palings, 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Xesl, a depression in the ground in Avet meadov.'S 
or grassland, lined AA’ith fine grasses and the bird’s OAvn doAvn. /WcU con- 
cealed. Eggs, 7 to 16,. usually 8 to 12, creamy’ buff AA’ith a distinct gloss. 
A\-cragc size of 108 eggs 43-5 X 32*8 mm. (Baker). Incubation 21-23 days 
(Dclacour). 

Mcsel*m Diacvosis. For detailed description of plumages see Wltherby 1939, 
3:258-«). 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus TaU 

(from feathers) 

cJic? 187-198 35-^ 26-30 62-70 mm. 

9 9 175-194 34-39 — — 

(Baker) 

Weight, o' 10 oz. to 1 lb. (f. 283-453 gin.; commonly e. 13 oz. (c. 370 gm.); 
9 9 to 14‘75 oz. (c. 255-425 gm.) commonly c. 12 oz. (r. 340 gm.) — Hume & 
Marshall. 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Both scxcs; Iiis dark brown. Bill brownish black; nail 
quite black; margins of commissure and gape paler, often reddish. Legs and feet 
dark grc^'. 

105. Shoveller. Anas dypeala Linnaeus 

Anas eljpeata Linnaeus, 1758, Syst Nat,, ed. 10, 1: 124 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2276, Vol, 6: 442 
Plate 9, fig. 6 and Plate 10, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Tiddri, PuTtahe, Tokdrtccla, Gkirah (Hindi); Panta mukm, KkwiU 
hSns (Bengal); Sdnkhdr (Mirshikars, Bihar); Dha bake, Sdnkhar o', Khiktria ionkhar 
2 (Nepal); Alipdt, Geino, Lengko (Sind); Cairo (Gujarat, Nal Sarovar); Pkelphc^i 
(Kutch); Klumtija hans, /Cak dnngara TAssara); Smnjsd (Sinhala); MalUrmikh cherevi. 
'Thard (Tamil); Khdr-2 (Manipur). 

SIZE. Domestic duck — ; length c. 51 cm. (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Both SCXCS fcadilv diagnosed by broad, shovel- 
shaped bill and orange legs. 

Male (breeding). Head and neck glossy metallic green (as in Mallard); 
Pale blue patch on wing-shouIdcr (coverts) and a Avhite bar betAA’cen it and 
metallic green speculum, particularly conspicuous in flight. Breast white; 
rest of underparts reddish chestnut except iavo large white patches on 
posterior flanks. 

Male (in eclipse). Like female but somewhat darker, and largely 
retaining bright coloured AA-ing of breeding male. 

Female (adult). Mottled dark broAATi and buff, AAith grcA'ish-bluc 
shoulder patch, faint green speculum bordered above and below with white, 
and bright orange bill (at base). 

Young (immature). Like adult female but Avith unbarred mantle and 
narrowly streaked underparts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Common winter \isitor, arriving 
fairly late (c. October), and also amongst the last to leave (in N. India small 
numbers present in May and even till mid-Junc). All India, both Pakistans, 
and Ceylon. Occurs also in Nepal Valley in Avinicr, but more common on 
passage in October^Tiovember. Affects all ty’pes of-inland Av'atcrs: jhecis, 
irrigation reservoirs, flooded ditches, constantly used village tanks, and 
sometimes rivers. 

Extralimital. Breeds in Europe (commonly in Britain), Asia, and N. 
America, not north of the Arctic Circle nor in E. Canada. Winters as far 
south as E. Africa, Persian Gulf, Ceylon, Burma, S. China, Japan, HaAA*aii, 
Lower California, Mexico, Honduras, Florida (Peter Scott). 
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lucRATio.v. A Shoveller ringed in Sind (Manchar laker. 27®N., GS^'E.) 
was recovered in the Barabinsk district of Siberia, r. 55®N., 76“E., i%'hilc 
one ringed in the Kazakh SSR at r. 50“30'N.‘, 69^35'E. was shot near^ 
Delhi c. 29®N., 77®E. .These recoveries proride a positive due to the 
general northerly area whence our winter \dsitors are derived. Some indivi- 
duals moult all remiges simultaneously after reaching their '\inter quarters 
in India, becoming completely flightless for a time. 

GENERAL HABrTS. Usuallv kccpis in small parties in association \rith 
Common and Gaiganey teals. WTicn feeding, swims slowly ^rilh neck and 
broad sho\*el-bill stretched stiffly in fronL The lower mandible is fully 
immersed furroising the water while the partially c-xposed upper skims flat 
along the sxuface. The bird thus si\-ims into the minute floating organisms 
which are sifted out from the water by the comb-teeth or lamellae fHnging 
the bill. Sometimes it zigzags along on shallow \%*ater, head fully submerged 
to rake up the bottom mud; or u{>-ends like other surface-feeding ducks. 
Flight swift and tcal-Hke, with a distinctive creaking rustle of wings in 
rising off the ^vate^ and in the air. But its flesh is usually rank and un- 
palatable, making the bird unattractiv'c to sportsmen from that point of 
ric%v. 

FOOD. Crustaceans, molluscs, water insects and lar^'ae, fish spawn, 
.worms, etc. Also a quantity of vegetable matter : shoots and corms of aquatic 
weeds, etc, 

VOICE and calls. Rather like Mallard’s but Io>\*er and softer; also a low 
chuckling quack like Gadwall’s. 

BREEDING. E-Xtralimital. AVrl, a hollow or depression in the ground in a 
meadow, amongst herbage, lined with grasses and down; occasionally in 
reed-beds. 7 to 16, greenish buff. A%*erage size of 100 eggs 52*2 X 


174 ANSERIFORMES 

37*0 mm. (Baker). Incubation 23-25 daj-s (Delacour). La>*ard’s breeding 
record for Ce>ion (March), when he is said to have caught most of the 
twelve ducklings accompanving the female, is uncrediblc. It has been 
omitted by both lYhistler (1944) and Phillips (1953). 



Muszuu Diagnosis. For detailed description of plumagts, slnicturc, etc. see 
Witherby 1939, 3 : 279-62. 

ySASUREHENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

c'd’ 230-262 61-71 c. 32-38 r. 72-86 mm. 

9 9 217-238 5G-64 — _ 

(Baker) 

Weight, o' I Ib. 3 oz. to I lb. 14 or. (c. 540-530 gm.); 9 1 lb. to 1 Ib. 7 or. 
(r. 450-650 gm.) — Hmne. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis o' ycUow, Orange, or orange-red; 9 b^o\^‘n or 
orangc-browTi. Bill ^ black or plumbeous black; 9 browner, sometimes licged 
with orange. I.cgs and feet orange, orange-browm,- or orangc-nKl. 

mscELLANEOtJS. Longevity (from ringing data) : c. 20 years. 1962, 
33: 148). Flight speeds: cruising 40 km.p.h.; chased 80 kra.p.h. (Spnmt 
& Zim). 

Genus Rhodonessa Rcichcnbach 

RAcdbnrjjflRcichenbach, 1853 (1852), Av.Syst. Nauhe. T>pc, b>' original dcsignatwo, 
Ancs cajj^phMluea Latham 

Endemic. Monot^pic. Apparently related to Anas more closely than to any 
other duck genus; to some extent maybe also to the Potdiaitis cspcdaDy the Red- 
crested, Xeita rujka^ which it resembles both in proportions and In possession of a 
simnar trachea (sec Delacour). SuperficiaHy, from the longer and thinner neck, 
high position of the eye, and the Nery gradual slope of the forehead, 'ndcH had 
earlier considered It more allied to the Whistling Teal {DerJrxyfna) than to Anas. 

For anatomical details set Humphrey, P. S. and Riple>', S. D., 1^2, PetliUa, 61: 
I-2I, suggesting closer affinity to Aythyininae than Anatinae. 
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106. Pinkheaded Duck. Rkodanessa car^phjUacta (Latham) 

Anas cajyphyUcaa Latham, 1790, Index Ora., 2: 866 (lodia) 

Baker, FBI No, 2249, Vol. 6:390 
Plate 11, fig. 13 

LOCAL KAUEs. GUoi j£r, IM wd (Hindi); Lcl nr^ Seknal (Bengal); Dewror, 
Dfncr (Nepal terai and Hrhut). 

SIZE. Domestic duck; length c. 60 cm. (24 in-), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Shape and carriage of head and neck reminiscent 
of Whistling TeaL Colour pattern unique. 

Male (adult). Brownish black alwv'c and below, with the partially 
tufted head, hindncck, and bill bright pink — the colour of new blotting 
paper. In flight, light pinkish buff speculum and pale shell-pink unden>'ing 
(contrasting with dark body) prominent. 



Female (adult). Overall blackish brown with pale brownish buff 
spectiltun. Head merely suflused with pink, the pink area less bright and not 
sharply demarcated as in male. 

Young (immature). 'Head and neck pale rose-whitish colour, with 
the top of the head, nape, and hindncck brown; the whole plumage lighter 
brown; the underparts pale dull brown, with the edges of the feathen 
whitish* (Salvadori). 

Chick (in dov^Ti). Unknown. 

STATOS, DBTRisimoN and HABITAT. pTobably cxtincL Last authentic 
sight record (C. M. Inglis) from Darbhanga, Bihar, June 1935. Apparently 
local and nowhere common even during the 170 >*cars since first described; 
to some extent locally migratory. Was presumably resident in Assam (‘ Flocks 
on sc\*cral occasions at Nowgong* 1921-3, — Higgins, JBNHS 36:417), 
hlanipur, Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa, but stragglers recorded in winter 
sporadically from as far afield as Lucknow (U.P.), Rupar (Ambala disL, 
Punjab), Delhi, Mhow (M.P.), Jalna (?), Khandala area (?), Ahmcd- 
nagar (hlaharashtm), NcDore (Andhra), and Pulicat Lake (Madras). 
In its residential range it affected bhaels in the Himala>*an terai (including 
Nepal) and duars, and swampy lowland grass jungles. 

Total of all skins in x^orid museums about 80; collected betuecn 1825 and 
1936 {Salim Ali, Wildfoxsl Trust Ann. Rep. 195^9; 55-60). 

Extrelhatcl, Burma. 

OENERAL HABrTS. little recorded cxccpt that the birds were shy and 
secreti\-c, and seldom seen unless flushed by chante from ponds amongst 
fjH grass jungle as by a line of elephants during tiger hunts. Usually small 
parties of up to 6 or 8 w-hen not paired for breeding, but flocks of up to 
SO and c\*cn 40 ha\*c been recorded. Feeding bchariour as of surface-feeding 
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ducks, c.g. Spotbill, but capable of diving Ukc a Pochard on occasion. 
Sometimes pcrdnng on trees. 

FOOD. In the gizzard of a specimen xverc found * half-digested 
weeds and \'ariou 5 kinds of jtmall shells* (Shillingford) ; therefore obviously 
omnivorous. . 

VOICE and calls (recorded in captivity). Of male a wbecry vmitie 
recalling that of the mallards, but lower and weaker; of fe mal e a low qua 
(Delacour), 



IB Known (former) residential range 

BREEDING. An anonymous writer in the deShnet Aiw- 
of 17 August 1880 (probably Shillingford) mentions 
Purnca (Bihar) in June/July. Jfesi described as drcul^, ''*^11 huiJ 
grass and a few feathers, without spedal lining. Diameter c. 

(r. 23 cm.), depth 4-5 inches (r. 1^-13 cm.) with wall 3-4 
(c. 7—10 cm.). On groimd, well hidden anudst tufts of tall gt^» . 

not more than c, 5(X) yards from water. E^Sf 5 to 10, ivory ^ 
quite unlike those of other ducks in shape. Average size of ^ 

two different nests c. 44 x 41 mm. Two v'ciy' round ones measured • ^ 

42 Tnin. Both birds were flushed near a nest, so uncertam whet 
sexes, or which, incubates. Shillingford has further desenb^^ very ^ 
injury-fagning by a female to draw' off intruders from the vianity o } 

(or nest?). 

Mesrou DiAONOsa. For details oTpIumage sec Baker, loc, at. 


UZASURCUCNTS 

Wing 


<fd' 

90 


Bill 

(from feathersl 
50-56 


Tama 


Tan 

100-131 no- 


250-282 

246-260 


r. 40 
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Weight.1 lb. 12 oi. to 2 lb. 3 oz. (c. 793-990 gm.) — Shillingford. lot 3 lb.; 
19 3 lb. (c. 1^60 gm.) — Inglis. 

COLOUKS OF BARF PARTS. <J* Iris llgbt Tcd OT orasgc-rcd. Eydids flesh-coloured. 
Bill dull to bright reddish pink or deep rose<olour, darker on ridge of cuhnen and 
gonys, brighter and purer pink on-nafl and at base of both mandibles. Legs and feet 
reddish black. In 9 colours same but duller. 

MBCELLANEOU*. An inventory recently made of all spedmena of the 
Pinkhcaded Duck preserved in the major ornithological collections of 
Europe, Asia, and N. America revved that there are probably not more 
than 80 skins in existence all told, excluding China whence information was 
unavailable. The oldest of these is dated 1825 (Paris Museum). The paucity 
of museum skins of this tmique and much sought species may be taken as ■ 
a measure of its rarity even in the last century when no considerations of 
conscience or conservation could have restrained the collectors* zeal. 
(Salim Ali, I960, Wildfowl Trust ll/A Annual Report, 1958-9, pp. 55-60.) 

Genus Netta Kaup 

J{etla Kaup, 1829, Skizz, Entw.-Gesch. Eur. Thierw. : 102. Type, by monotypy. 
Anas rufina Pallas 

Bni long, slightly tape^g, very little raised at base; culmen nearly straight. 
Nostrils placed rather less than one-third length from base. Tamellae broad, pro- 
minent, and set rather far apart. Feathering at base of bill ending abruptly in a 
straight line almost at right angles to commissure. Feet large but less so than in 
true pochards {Ajthja ) ; hind toe broadly lobed. "Wing comparatively short, pointed, 
and set far back on the body. Tail of sixteen leathers, short, cuneate. Sexes dimorphic. 
Male with a full bushy crest. 

The species rufna occurs in temperate Europe, Asia, and N. Africa. 

107. Redcrcsted Fodiard. J{tUa rufina (Pallas) 

Anas rufina Pallas, 1773, Retse Russ. Reichs, 2: 713 (Caspian Sea) 

EakCT, FBI No. 2278. VoL 6: 448 
Plate 11, fig. 5 and Plate 13, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAUKS. Lol diSnch, Lai sfr (PCndi) ; BadS rDfl^^rmm, Herh hSns Ckobra 
kens 9 (Bengal); Doommer (Mirshikars, Bihar) ; DumSr Sdme>a 9 (Nepal); 
Bdiska, Ratdko (Sind); Raiokeri (Gujarat, Nal Sarovar); Deo kSns (Assam); Irupi 
( = * diver * — all pochards, Manipur). 

SIZE. Domestic duck — ; length r. 54 cm. (21 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding). Head and silky mop-like crest chestnut and golden 
orange, with bright crimson bill. Above, body light bro\vn, with white patches 
on shoulders, and white wing-mirror. Below, 
black, the flanks conspicuously white. In flight, 
red head and bill, black body, white flanks, 
white underside of win^ with a white baron the 
trailing edges are revealing clues. 

Has frequently been misidenufied as Pinkiiead- 
ed Duck (both called Dumdr in Bihar and Nepal !) 
but golden orange head (p. bright rose-pink), 
bro>vnish black underparts with large white 
patches on flanks (p, all-black) arc diagnostic. Furthermore, being largely 
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a diving duck, is more likely to be seen on deepish open w^atcr whjle 
Pinkhead on wooded jhecis, forest pools and swamps. 

Male (in eclipse). Like female but browTier on underparts and retain- 
ing bushy crest and bright-coloured eyes, bill, and feet. 

Female (adult). Above, dull sooty b^o^^m with dark brown (slightly 
mopped) crown, and nape, sharply demarcated from whitish (pale grey) 
face and forencck. Below, excepting breast largely whitish. 

Young (immature). Like female, the male browner and darker with 
dark browm centres to the underparts, and bushier head than in female. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. ^VintcT visItor ; arrives about October 
and mostly gone by mid-March. Common and locally abundant especially 
in West Paldstan and NW. India (recorded in Nepal Valley) decrcasingly 
so eastward (rare in Assam) ; south to about the 20lh parallel. Less common 
in the Peninsula, to Madras where fairly plentiful in some years. Not 
recorded further south in Mysore or Kerala, or for certain in Ceylon. 
Affects large jhecis and reservoirs "with plenty of submerged vegetation. 

Extralimital. Breeds from southern France, Holland, through Jlowcr 
Danube, S. Russia cast across Kirghiz steppes to W. Siberia. Winters’ in the 
Mediterranean region; Burma, Shan States to China. 


Nctu ruflno 



MIGRATION. Ringing records suggest that our wintering birds are derived 
from a very widespread northern a.ea. Two examples ringed in West 
Pakistan (Larkana district and Bahawalpur) w’cre recovered respectively in 
Russian Turkestan (at 37'*2rN., 66'’20'E.) and near Lake Baikal in 
Siberia (e. SS'N., 105"E.). 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps morc to fairly deep open water than to reedy 
marginal shallows, and obtains its food cliicfly by diving, sometimes remain- 
ing submerged for many seconds and surfacing again with a peculiar abrupt 
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spring or pop-up. Often also up-ends in shallow water, like surface-feeding 
ducks, to reach the bottom mud and weeds. Occasionally walks about and 
grazes on marshy edges of jheels. Usually shy and wary, qui^ to take alarm, 
flying high and keeping well out of gunshot. The palatability of its flesh 
varies according to the diet on which it has been duefly subsisting. 

FOOD. Largely vegetarian; shoots, buds, rhizomes and seeds of aquatic 
weeds and grasses, c.g. Sa^ttarius. Also water insects, molluscs, tadpoles, 
etc. Hume records one that had gorged itself on fish about an inch in length. 

VOICE. Very silent in winter. No calls recorded. In breeding male 
described as a ‘ hard wheeze, harsher than the Mallard’s ’ (Dclacour). 

BREEDIKO. Extralimital. Kest, of reeds, rushes and grass thickly lined 
witii down, placed among herbage at edge of swamps, etc. Eggs, 7 to 12 or 14, 
pale olive-grey. Average size of 90 eggs 57*8 X 42 • 4 mm. (Baker) . 

Museum Diacnosb. For detaOs of plumages etc sec Wiiherby 1939, 3; 284-5 
* When freshly shot the flanks and lesser coverts have a most beautiful salmon-pink 
tinge which, however, quickly fades * (Txcehiust). 

Chick (in down). Sec Delacour 1959, 3 : 49 (description), 140 (plate). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

256-282 48-54 \ c 4<M5 c 60-75 mm. 

9 9 241-279 44-51 J (Baker) 

Weight, cf 1 lb. 12 oz. to 2 lb. 14 oz. (c. 795-1305 gm.); 9 I lb. 10 oz. to 2 lb. 
6 oz. (c. 735-1080 gm.) — Hume; 2 d’d' 940, 1260, I 9 970 gm- (BNHS). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS, (f Iris bright red. Bill bright red, the nail paler. 
[Legs and] feet orange-yellow, more or less tinged vith black. 9 Iris reddish 
brown, becoming orange-red in spring. BUI greyish black, the edges and tip pale 
pink. Legs black, more or less tinged with pink (Delacour). 


Genus Aythya Boic 

Aji}^ Boie, 1822 (before May 1), Tagebuch Relse durch Norwegen : 308, 351, 
Type, by monotypy, Anas tnarUa Linnaeus 
RjfToea Fleming, 1822, Philos. ZooL, 2:260. Type, by tautonymy, Anas njrroca 
Goldens tidt 

Cf. Sharpe, 1899, Handlbt, 1: 222-3. (Xytitya, Aristonstia, Fidigda) Ibis, 1939: 521-2. 

BUI of moderate length, rather more raised at the base than In Retta, uniformly 
broad throughout its length, or slightly broader at tip. Culmen slightly concave. 
Feathering at base of bill fonning a convex line on commissure. Lamellae less 
prominent than in Retta, short, and set much further apart Nostrils as in Retta. 
Character of wings, tail, and feet as in that genus, but the last much larger and 
placed farther back on the body. 

Represented in India by five spedes, all migratory. 


Eley to the Specie* 


A Bill wider at tip than at base 1 

I Head, neck, and breast black a 

Head, neck, and breast brown or brownish black b 

a Head crested, upperparts blackish .A.fidigtda ( 0 ^) 


Head not crested, up per p a rts white with black vermiculations. « . « 
A. narila (c^) 


Page 


185 

187 


Page 

b Wide white band around base of bill A. marila (9) 

White band at base of bill indistinct or lading 

A. fidigula ( 9 ) 

B Bill MTnft width at tip and base. ••...**•••••2 

2 Wings lacking spwulum 

Wings with white speetdum d 


c Head and neck chestnut, back and wings pale grey 

A. ferina (o’) 180 

Head and neck pale rufous, back and wings greyish brown 

A. ferina ( 9 ) *9® 

d Head, neck, and breast chestnut. A, nyroca ((J*) 182 

Head, neck, and breast dull brown. Chin and throat sometimes 

sprinkled with while A. ryroca (9) 192 

Head and neck black glossed with green, breast chestnut 

A. baeri (cf) 184 

Head dark blackish brown with lighter chestnut patch behind bilL 
White diamond-shaped spot sometimes present on dun at base of 
lower mandible A. been (9 ) 194 

108. Gosunon Pochard* Aythya ferina (Linnaeus) 

Anas ferina Linnaeus, 1758, SysL NaL, ed. 10, 1 : 126 (Sweden) 

B^cr, FBI No, 2279, Vol. 6: 4_50 
Plate 11, frg. 6 and Plate 13, hg. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. BuToT n&T, Lol sfr (Hindi) ; Range tnurt, LSI muri (Bengal) ; CketPi 
(Nepal) ; Ranga muri^ (Assam) ; JrSpi (Manipxir) ; TorSndo (Sind) ; TerSndio (GujaraL 
Nal Sarovar); Dkusanda (Kutch); Sengdlidn (Tamil). 

SIZE. Domestic du^ — ; length c. 48 cm. (r. 18^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A rathcT squBt, tubby duck. 

Male (breeding). Head and neck chestnut-red. Upper back and breast 
black. Rest of upperparts light grey finely venniculatcd with black- Rump, 

upper and under tail-coverts black. 
Underparts and sides largely greyish 
white. A dull grey speculum on wing. 

Male (in eclipse). Head duller; 
black of upper bade and breast 
replaced by brown. < 

Female (adult). Head, neck, 
upper back and breast rufous brown. 
Rest of back and scapulars greyish 
brown, faintly vermiculated. Lower 
parts mostly greyish brown. Bufly 
cheeks and throat, a buff mark around 
base ofbill, and pair blue subterminal 
band on bM are further pointers. 

In flight absence of white wing-bar 
(only inconspicuous dull grey) distin- 
guishes both sexes from other poch- 
ards, and the female of this speacs 
from ferrites of Scaup and Tufted 
Pochard (qq.v.). 
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Young (ixzunature). T.ikft female the male vilh head more reddish 
and paler, and tmderparts brcnsTier. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTTON' and HABITAT. Winter visitor, arriving in the nofth 
fairly late (c. mid-October) and mostly gone by end March. Common and 
abundant in W. Paldstan and NW. India, and across, more sparsely, to 
Assam, Manipur, and E. Pakistan. Occurs in Nepal; decreasingly southward 
in the Peninsula, irregularly to Mysore where not uncommon in some years. 
Not recorded Ikrthcr south, or in Cej'Ion. Frequents the opener parts of 
Jhccls and irrigation reser\'oirs v.-ith submerged aquatic vegetation. 

Extrelumtal. Breeds in British Isles, S. Scandinavia, and from casttfm 
Russia through W. Siberia to Lake Baikal, south to Holland, Germany# 
• Balkans, Black Sea, Kirghiz steppes and Yarkand. Winters in breeding 
range and south to Nile Valley; Burma, and S. China (Peter Scott). 

uiORATiON. Two Common Pochards ringed in hfadhya Pradesh (Dhnr) 
and W. Pakistan (Bahavv'alpur) respectively, have been recovered in Siberia, 
between c. 53® & 55®N. and 76® & 84®E., indicating the provenance of at 
least a part of our wintering population. 



Breeding Non-breeding 

GENBUAL HABITS. One of OUT commonest diving ducks; sometitQe* 
collecting in flocks and rafts of up to 300 or 400, to very large congrcgadoni 
of several thousand strong, c.g. on Manchar lake, Sind. Feeds chiefly under 
water; therefore usually seen on open expanses in the middle of t ank s and 
jhecls. Largely nocturnal where subject^ to disturbance, flighting to its 
feeding grounds at dusk and returning to the daytime refuge at dawn. 
Swims strongly rather low on the water; walks clumsily on land. Flight 
swift with rapid wing-strokes, but tal^-off rather slow and awkward pre- 
ceded by some pattering along surface. Ranked normally amongst the 
finest ducks for the table. 
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FOOD. Largely vegetarian: rluzomes, buds, shoots and seeds of aquafle 
plants. Also Crustacea, molluscs, water insects and larvae, worms and 
occasionally tadpoles and small firii. ' ' * 

VOICE. Very silent in India. Nothing recorded. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Ktst, a cup of flags, rush blades and reeds, 
thickly lined with down, placed on the ground among high reeds a^ 
rushes. Eggs, 6 to 14, dull greyish- or olive-drab. Avxragc size of 160 
60-6 X 42*9 mm. (Baker). ' ^ 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumages etc. sec Wtherby 1939, 3 : 289-92. 

Chick (in down). Sec Ddacoui* 1959, 3: 140 (plate). 

measurements 

' Wing ^ Bni Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

(fc? 210-225*1 

> 43—50 f. 35-39 r .7/? 

9V 200-213/ r. 54-76 nrni. 

(Baker) 

Weight, cf 1 lb. 13 or, to 2 Ib. 5 oi. (c. 822-1052 gm.); 9 I Ib. 5 ox. to 2 Ib. 
4 OS. (f. 595-1025 gm.) — Hume. 

couJDSj or rtxn. Irij )-e!Iow or reddish ytUow. BUI: bare and tip hlad; 
middle portion pale plnmbeom-hlue to dark ilaty blue. Legj and feet variabfc 
llaty blue; webe attd jointa darker and blackbb. 


109. White-eyed Fochard or Ferr»gino«» Dude. AjU^ njna 
(Goldetutadt) 

Axu K/nca Giildemtldt, 1770, Nnvi Comm. So, Petropot, 14: 403 (• . . . itgionibm 
Tanaieenaibm inter gradum 54’-35* . . . ’ ~ S. Ru«ia) 

Baker, FBI No. 2280, VoL 6 : 453 (= fCynca rvfa) 

Plate 11, fig. 10 and Plate 13, fig. 8 

LOCAI. tuim. jrurrffw, Jtvrir mlAi (Hindi): Lil lipi, BiCft ktxs (Bet^il); 
Burro, BSrm (Sind), Tairoi (Gujarat, Nal Sarovar); Mchk (Nepal teral); JTiff 
muri (Assam): IrSpi (Manipur). 

SEE. Domestic duck length e. 41 cm. (16 in.), 

HELD CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding). Overall aspect of plumage rich rufous-brown and 
blackish brown, with a large white oval patch on belly, white speculum, 
and white under tail-coverts. At short range white e>*c conspicuous. 

Male (in' eclipse). Head, neck, arid breast dull reddish with sandy 
borders to feathers of lower neck. Mantle brown. 

Female (adult). Similar to male but duller — brown rather than 
chestnut — with the belly less contrasty off-white and not sharply demarcated 
at the edges. Eye brown. 

In flight the chestnut colour, white oval bcUy-patch, white under tail- 
coverts, and broad white crescentic band on flight feathers (outer 
secondaries) diagnostic in both sexes. 

Young (immature). Like female but more uniformly brown, with 
silvxry brown underparts and brownish grey eyes. 
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Aythya nyroctf 



STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Bfccds in Kashmir ,and Ladakh; 
winter visitor elsewhere. Common in W. Pakistan and N. India, and practi- 
cally the entire Union; Nepal (Valley clucfly on passage; bhabar winter), 
less common to rare in ^ngal, Aswm, Manipur, E. Pakistan. Sparsely 
in the Deccan south to M^Tore and Kerala (on coastal backwaters and 
lagoons). No record from eastern side of the Peninsula south of Madras, 
or Ceylon. Affects weedy and rush-covered jhccls as well as more open 
irrigation tanks, the latter chiefly as daytime refuges and foraging bases. 

ExtrciiTmlfil. * Breeds in S. Europe, Balkans, Poland and \V. Siberia to 
the Ob Valley, south to N. Africa, Persia, Turkestan, Kashmir, the Pamirs, 
and S. Tibet. IVlnlcrs, in the Mediterranean region, Nile Valley, Persian 
Gulf, India, and Burma * (Peter Scott). 

MIGRATION. An adult ringed in W. Pakistan (Karachi district) in winter 
Qanuar>') was recovered at 44®34'N., 66®7'E. in the S>t Daria region 
of KazaHi SSR, three years later. As this was at the end of April it is 
uncertain whether the bird had already arrived on its breeding-grounds. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of the Common Pochard and others of 
the genus. In coastal areas, and in the Kerala backvoters, often spends 
the da)'time riding on the sea beyond the surf, safe from disturbance by 
passing boats, flighting inland at dusk to feed in outlying tanks and paddy- 
fields and rcturrung to the diurnal refuge at dawn. Is an expert diver and 
underv^ater swimmer, procuring most of its food thus, and dlfHcuIt to 
retrieve from the water if shot and only winged. 

FOOD. Vegetable as well as animal: corms, shoots, leaves, and seeds of 
aquatic plants; crustaceans, molluscs, >N*atcr insects and larvae, worms, 
frogs and small fish. 
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VOICE, A peculiar harsh kirr-kne, kirr uftered both as it flushes finm the 
Tccds and when walking about and feeding in a marsh (Hume). 

breeding'. Within our Unfits only in Kashmir and Li d ak h at about 1500 
metres aldtude on the Hokarsar, pi, and other lakes. Season, May ^ 

July. J^esi, a pad of rushes c, 25-35 cm. across and 10-12 cm. in depth, thickly 
lined with finer grasses and down feathers, with a deep depression h>r the 
eggs. Built among rccd-bcds dose to the water's edge. Eggs, 6 to 12 — 
usually 8-10 — pale buff or eafi-au-laxt, moderately broad regular ovals, 
smooth and finc-textured. Average size of 150 eggs 51*7 X 37-9 min. 
(Baker). ‘ Incubation 25-27 days* (Delacour), The account from Humes 
time of * boatloads * of its eggs being brought by Ka s hnu ri fishermen for 
sale as food in the Srinagar bazaar seems difficult to credit in viW 
low numerical status of the breeding population today. As 1^ 
suggested, these boatloads possibly comprised a mixed bag of all m 
birds’ eggs induding Mallard, coots, moorhens, and others. 

Museum DiACNosn. For details of plumages see Witherby 1939, 3:294-6* fei 
diflercntialion from ibc superficially similar Eastern 'White-eyc {Ajfya 1cm) 
under that spedes and Key. 

Chick (m do^^^^). Sec Delacour 1959, 3: 71 (dcscripdon) ; 140 (plate). 


UEASXmEMENTS 

Wing 


Bill Tarsus 


Tan 


(from feathers) 

174-192 4CM3 29-32 

9 9 176-185 36-40 — 

Weight. cJi 1 lb. 2 ox. to I Ib. 9 cz. (e. 510-710 gm.); 9 I 


48-58 run- 
(Witherby) 

lb. 3 ot. to 1 lb. € cr. 


(f. 540-625 gm.) — Hume. _ 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris uhiic. Occasionally yellow; 9 btwn. 
slaty or bluish black. Legs and feet dull dark slaty tinged with grey or green, 


times mottled about the joints. 


no. Faei»» Fodiard or X««tern ■VOfitMT** 

Araj (FuHpJa) BamRadde, 1863 , Rtue SOd von OitATjerira, 2:376, pi- H 

(upper Salbatcb Plain, middle Amur Wver, Sibena) 

Baker. FBI No. 2281, Vol. 6:454 
PUte II. fig- 9 

LOCAL NAMES. BJJc hHuH kSfu (Bengal) ; Per kilt niri (Assam). 

SIZE. Domestic duck length c, 46 cm. (18 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. u ♦ %ii4)Ok 

Male (breeding). Similar to Ferruginous Duck (No. 109) ^ 

head and neck blade glossed \%'ith green, grading into rich rufous-r 
on breast , 

Male (in eclipse). Duller, with head and neck unglossed 
black like female. . , , 

Female (adult). Head and neck dull blackish brown without ‘ u 
gloss. A chestnut patch on face near bill. On the whole s'cry u ^ 

109, and if unaccompanied by , doubtfully distinguishable fr®tn » 
field. 
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Young (immature). Like female, but broumcr. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunON and HABITAT. Uncommon and erratic winter 
visitor to Manipur (fairly regular), Assam, W. Bengal, and E. Pakistan. 
Has occurred also in Bihar. Possibly less rare in these areas than records 
indicate, but casually overlooked among sportsmen’s bags of white-eyes, 
both species being found together and the females superficially so alike, 

Extralimital, Breeds from Transbaikalia to the lo^ver Ussuri and the 
Amur; Kamchatka (?). Winters in China, Korea, Japan, upper Assam, 
and Burma (Peter Scott). 

MIGRATION. Nothing known. 

OENERAI. HABITS. Little recorded except that it is stronger and faster 
on. the wing than the Ferruginous Duck. 

FOOD and voice. Not specifically described. 


BREEDING. ExtratimitaL Little known. 
Museum Diagnosis 

KEASUREUEKTS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsiat 

Tan 

210-233 

■18-50 

36-38 

67-72 mm. 

9 9 186-203 


— 

(Delacour) 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris 0 ^ white or goldwi ycllow; 9 brown. Bill slaty 
blue, the basal third, tip, and nail blackish. Legs and feet grey, the joints and webs 
darker. 

'in. Tufted Duck, /fyifya Ju/igu/d (Linnaeus) 

Anasjulipila Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1:128 (Sweden) 

Bakci, FBI No. 2283, Vol. 6:458 
Plate II, &g. 7 and PUte 13, fig. 7 

uxiu. NAMES. Dub&nij Sblakf Rdhioari (Hindi); Turendo, Rtmharo (Sind); Keiux^ 
Ho (Gujarat, NaJ Saroi'ar); Mahk (Nepal terai),* Kurujigdlidn J/dlla chUuwa 

(Tdugu); Batramijn hans (Bengal, Assam). 

SIZE. Domestic duck length r. 43 cm. (17 in.), 

riEU) CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding). Plumage boldly <x)nlrasting black and white. Jet- 
black head, neck, breast, back, tail, and vent; pure white flanks and sides 
of body. White wing-mirror (speculum). A limp occipital tuft (prominent 
in profile) and yellow eye, additional clues. In flight a broad white hand 
along trailing edge of wings in both sexes conspicuous. 
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Male (in eclipse). Upperparts duller and brovmcr, and dusted with 
white. Chin and throat mottled with white; lower Ircast with cresccndc 
v/hiic mottUng. Sides and flanks pale brown 
vermiculatcd whitish. 

Female (adult). Dark brown replaces 
blackparts of male. White of lower plumage 
sootier, less in extent, and diffused at edges 
(not clear-cut). Tufi rudimentary. Some- 
times a white ring of feathers at forehead 
around base of bill but much, narrower 
than in Scaup (q.v.). Rather variable in 
details. 

Young (immature). Male like adult 
female, but with mantle feathers more 
dusted with white, underparts more uniform 
brown, the belly barred with white. Young 
•female more uniform brown. 

status, oisTiUBUTiON and habitat. Winter 
visitor arriving about nud-October and 
mostly gone by end March, Common in W. 
Pakistan and N. India (rare in Kashmir; 
on passage?) including Nepal Valley and 
lowlands, east to Assam, Manipur, and E. Pakbtan, south to about the 20th 
parallel (Madhya Pradesh, Orissa). Dccrcasingly in the Deccan and farther 
south to Mysore (rare). Rare vagrant in Ceylon (1 record), and Maldive 
Islands. Has been recorded on high-altitude tarns and lakes (up to f. 5330 m.) 
in E. Nepal .and Sikkim, March through May, presumably on northward 



Breeding Non-breeding 


I 





Bill of adult msle from above and 
tide, X J 
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cmigratibn. Affects opener and deeper tanks and imgation reservoirs- than 
IVhite-cycd Pochard, and expanses of open water in the middle of jhccls. 

SxlralimUal, Breeds in Europe and Asia from Iceland and the British 
Isles to the Commander Islands (Pacific), south to central Europe, Balkans, 
Kirghiz steppes, lake Baikal, the Amur and Sakhalin. Winters in southern 
half of breeding range and sooth to Nile Valley, Persian Gulf, S. China 
and Philippines (Peter Scott). 

MIGRATION. No ringing data. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not appreciably difTcrent from the Common and 
White-eyed Pochards (qq.v.), Ukcwbc procuring its food chiefly by diving- 
Rides rather low on water, often with only top of back visible, as in cormo- 
rant. Occasionally in very large flocks, or rafts, of several hundred on open 
tanks. 

rooD. Both animal and vegetable matter as in other pochards. 

VOICE. Mostly silent in its winter quarters. A harsh, low kur-r-r, kur-r-r, 
uttered in flight. 

Musxum Diagnosis. For details of plumages etc, see IVitherby 1959, 3: 308-2 

Chick (in down). See Delacour 1959, 3: 77 (dcscripuon); 140 (plate). 


MEASURXHENTS 



IVing 

Bin 

(from ferthen) 

Tarsus Tail 


192-208 

37-44 T 

33-37 c. 49-58 ram. 

99 

189-202 

37-42 / 

(Baker) 

Wright, o' 

1 lb. 8 or. to 2 lb. 4 or. (c. 680-1025 gm.); 9 1 lb. 4 or. to 1 lb. 


10 oz. (c. 568-795 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS of bare PARTS. Iris bright yellow. Bill greyish blue or nluish slate to 
dull dark plumbeous; naif and tip black. Legs and feet same as bOl; joints darker, 
webs almost black. 


112. Scaup Duck. Aythja marila mania (Linnacua) 

Anas Marila Linnaeus, 1761, Fn. svec., ed. 2: 39 (Laplandl 
Baker. FBI No. 2282. Vol. 6: 456 
Plate 11, fig. 8 and Plate 13, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Doubtfully difieTcntiatcd from 1 H. 

SIZE, Domestic duck — ; length c. 46 cm. (c. 18 in.). 

fteld characters. 

Male (breeding). Very similar to Tufted Duck, the black parts glossed 
with purple but black back replaced by vermiculatcd piale grey. Occipital 
tufr lacking. 

Male (in eclipse). Like adult female, but upperparts more heavily 
vermiculatcd and pure white facial band absent. Speculum vs’hitcr and 
more pronounced than in female. 

-Female (adult). Dark bro%vn, closely resembling female Tufted, but 
alu'aj's \rith a sharply* defined white band at foidicad around base of bill, 
broader and more prominent than in similar Tufted females- 

Ey*e colour and wing pattern in both sexes same as in Tufted Duck. 
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Young (immature) mal e like adult female, but darker and richer 
brown. Facial band much less in extent, or wanting. 

STATUS, risTRiBimoN and habitat. 
Rare vagrant in winter. Has occurred 
in W. Pakistan (Attock, Karacdu ?), 
Salt Range, Kashmir, Kulu, Punjab, 
Delhi (Gurgaon), Nepal, Uttar Pra- 
desh, Bihar (Monghyr), W. Bengal 
(Calcutta), E. Pakistan (Chittagong), 
Assam (Dibrugarh, l>Jchimpur), Ma- 
m'pur (near Imphal), Gujarat (Bhav- 
nagar), Maharashtra (Panvel, Ahmed- 
nagar). Not south of 19®N. latitude. 
Some young birds in duck hunters* bags 
possibly mistaken for other pochards 
and escape record. Elsewhere largely a 
sea duck; in India taken on freshwater 
lakes, 

Extralimital. ‘ Breeds in N. Europe 
and Asia (eastern limits not yet dctcr- 
nuned). Winters on coasts of W. Europe 
(including Britain), eastern Mediterra- 
nean, Black Sea, Persian Gulf, NW, India ’ (Peter Scott). 

GENERAL HABITS. Vcfy tittle rccorticd in India, and nothing to suggest 
any apprcdable difference from Tufted Duck in habits, food or voice. 

Breeding. Extratimital. Nest and site as in Tu£tcd Duck. Egg^t 7 to 12, 
olive-drab. Average size of 150 eggs 62*7 x 43*8 mm. (Baker). Incubation 
2S~27 days (Tlclacouc), 

Museum Diaokosis. Female difTerentiated from female Tufted Duck by broader, 
abaiply defined white band around base of biIJ,l3J^cr Nsing, and loogcr, broader bill. 
For details of plumages see Wilherby 1959, 3: 305-7. 

Ch«ck (in down). Sec Delacour 1959, 3: 140 (plate). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tairm Tail 

(from feathers) 

cj'd' 217-235 e. 43-47 \ 34-38 45-63 mm. 

9 9 209-225 r. 4(M6 J (Baker) 

WeighL ri' 9 I lb. 12 oz. to 2 Ib. 8 or. (r. 795-1 135 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifts ycHcw or goldcn yellow. Bill greyish blue to dull 
sla^ grey; nail black. Legs and feet greyish blue to dull slaty, darker on joints; 
webs and black. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Longevity (from ringing data): c. 13 years (Ring,* 1962, 
33: 148). 

Genus Ai 3C Boie 

Aix Boie, J828, Isis, 21, col. 329. Type, by subsequent dcaignation. Anas spensa 
Unnacm (Eyton, 1833, Motiogr. Anatr 35) 

Foreneck feathers in male much dengated, ferming a conspicuous ru& Innermost 
secondary highly omamental, very broad and long. Head crested. Culnsen short. 




Bill of adult male from above And 
side, X e. { 
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MusEtjM Diaonoso. For fxiller descripdoQ of plumage *ee BakcTt loc. dt. 

Chick (in down). See Dclacour 1959, 3: 106 (description); 140 (plate), 

MEASVR2MENTS 

^ViDg Bill ‘ Tamu Tail 

220-235 27-31 35-42 110-115 mm. 

9 9 217-230 ■ 26-30 — . — 

(Ddacour) 

coLOtnts OF EARz PARTS. Iris dark brown with a ^xUow outer ring. BDl red 
(pink in some females) ; nail fleshy pink. I>egs onmge>buflr. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Thc Mandarin duck occupies an important place in 
Japanese folklore and art as a symbol of marit^ fidelity, on a par \N'ith thc 
Sams crane in India. In Japanese paintings and embroidery the ornate 
male is seldom depicted alone; traditionally he is always accompanied by 
his plain-coloured spouse (Austin & Kuroda, 1953). 

Genus Nettapus Brandt 

Jfettapus Brandt, 1836, Descr. Icon. Anim. Ross. Nov., Aves, fasc. 1: 5. Type, by 
raonotypy, Anas madagascanmsis Gmelin «= Anas (oaita Boddaert 

Distinguished by small size and short goose-like bill, high at base narrowxef 
gradually in front Nostrib small, oval, situated near base of commissure. l.egi 
short; hind toe narrowly but distinctly lobed. Wings pointed. Yail rounded. Sexes 
dimorphic. 
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nearly straight. Legs placed well forward; tarsus short; claws sharp cnablitig the 
birds to climb steeply inclined tree-trunks and boughs. For further details see Dela- 
cour 1959, 3: 99- 100. 


' 113. Mandarin Dnclt Aix gdericulata (Linnaeus) 

Anas gaUrieuIata Linnaeus, 1758, Syst Nat., ed. 10, 1; 128 (China) 

Baker, FBI No. 2251, Vol. 6: 394 

LOCAL NAME. Nonc. 

SIZE. Domestic duck — ; Common Teal ; length c, 44 cm. (c. 1 7 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding), A multicoloured, highly ornamental little duck — 
orange-buff, metallic bronzy and coppery’ blue, green, purple, cinnamon, 
and chestnut. Sides of face grey'ish buff, bordered above by white super- 
dlium from bill to nape. A long, thick metallic purple nuchal crest falling 
over upper back. Enormously broadened fan-shaped tertiary feathers, sted 
blue and orange-chestnut, upstanding like sails (or like exaggerated tail- 
fins of an aeroplane). Lower neck and rides of breast brilliant purple-copper. 
Sides of lower breast with a composite band of 3 black and 2 white stripes — 
a broken pectoral band. Altogether a unique combination of feather struc- 
ture and colour, seen in no other duck. 

Male (in eclipse). More or less like female, but more glossy. Bill retnains 
reddish and legs yellow. 

Female (adult). Abovct head and mop-Uke crest grey, with a white 
ring round eye continued as a streak behind it. Rest of upperparts olive- 
brown, A deep blue-green wing speculum margined with black and white. 
Belowy chin, throat, and upper neck white. L.owcr neck, breast, sides» and 
flanks olive-brown broadly mottled paler. Rest of imdcrparts white. 

Young (immature). * Like females only more uniform brownish grey, 
thc male with less conspicuous eye markings ’ (Dclacour), 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Exceptional vagrant. Only taken 
twice within our limits: a specimen in Assam (Lakhimpur dist) and four 
in one day in Manipur (Mayangthang Valley, c. 930 m.), ^The latter in 
March 1934 on a small stream with occasional high grassy' pools along its 
bed. Stuart Baker once observed a party of six birds also in Lakhimpur 
district, Assam. 

ExtralxmilaL E. Asia from thc Amur and Ussuri, south through Korea, 
E. China, Japan to Formosa (Taiw^i). 

GENERAL HABITS. In its residential range associates in small flocks of a 
dozen or so, frequenting and feeding in forest streams and ponds. Perches 
freely in tall trees, * whole families together exactly like a family of rooks 
or crows * (Sowerby). Is a strong flier (reminiscent of Common Teal) and 
good swimmer; walks well but dives poorly. 

FOOD. Animal and vegetable matter. Particulars not recorded. 

VOICE, Said to utter * a peculiar whistling note ’. 

BREEDING. Extrallmital. AVr/, of grass, thickly lined with dowij, in 
holes in trees by forest streams. Eggs, 9 to 12, buffy stone colour, glossy. 
Average size 49 X 36*5 mm. Incubation 28-30 days (Dclacour), 


JJ4, Cotton Ten! or Qnmcl^-dnck. ^ettajius eoromandtlwm 
coronumdelxanus (Gmelin) 

Anas eonmasuitlianus Gmdin, 1789, SysL Nat, 1(2): 522 (Coromandd, India) 
Baker. FBI N<x2250. Vol. 6: 392 
Elate 11, fig. 12 and Plate 13, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. Gini, CimQ, Girja (Hindi); CurgSra (Etawab); BelthiM (Bagil); 
Bhullia hdns (E. Pakistan); Ddnddna (Orissa); Ads, Atia (Ratnagiri); /^ahn, Ktdtt, 
Chora (Nowgong, Assam) ; Baker, Kirarhi (Sind). 

SIZE. Partridge; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. The small est of OUT ducks; with R short stubby 
goose-like bill. 

. Male (breeding). Crown and back blackish brown, thc latter ^o»ed 
with purple and green. Face, neck and underparts white, with a 
prominent black collar round base of neck, and white wing-bar. In 
flight diminutive size, predominatingly white plumage, and white bar 
on trailing edge of wing diagnostic. 

Male (in eclipse) like female but upperpam 
darker and wing-bar prominent as in breeding 
dress. 

Female (adult), duller and browner with Jc« 
contrasty white in plumage. White wing-bar Ic« 
prominent A dark line through eyes. 

Young (immature). Like female but more brown about thc head and 
more banded with light brown on flanks. Wing-bar in males more pronunent* 
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STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident but local, practically 
throughout the Indian Union, both Pakistans, Nepal terai, Ceylon. Straggler 
to Andaman and Maidive Is. Plains to c. 300 metres altitude. Common^t in 
deltaic West Bengal and £. Pakistan. Rare or absent in arid portions ofW. 
Pakistan, Punjab, and Rajasthan. Not recorded from Kerala. Subject to 
local movements dependent on water conditions. Affects vegetation-covered 
jheeb, village tanks, and ponds; abo shallow lagoons, e.g. * Salt Lai^es*, 
Calcutta. 

Extralimital. Burma, cast to S. China, 'south to Malaya and north- 
western East Indies (Peter Scott). 

xncRATio.v. Locally migratory to some c.\tcnt, but no preebe indication. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually pairs in breeding season; small flocks 
5 to 1 5, occasionally up to 50 or more, at other times ‘ up to 500 * in Mysore 
(Phythian-Adams). Tame and confiding where unmolested, e.g. on secluded 
village tanks; exceedingly wild where persecuted by hunters. Flight strong 
and swift ^vith rapid wlriiring ^ving-beats, usually ^vith a great deal of Ogile 
turning and twisting, fairly low over water and skimming the tree-tops. 
Feeds on surface but can dive creditably to avoid capture when wu^ged 
by shot or while moulting flight feathers. Qumsy on land. 

FOOD. Mainly vegetarian: shoots, conns, seeds of aquatic plants, grains 
of cultivated and void rice (known as pasai in U.P.), etc. Also Crustacea 
worms, and insects and their larvae. For details see Mukhcijee, A, K., (974 
JBNHS71(2); 192-4. 

VOICE, A peculiar short, sharp, chuckling cackle, rendered by Col, 
Tickcll as resembling thc words * Fix baggoneis! Fix baggoneis! *, uttered 
chiefly on thc wing. x 

BREEDING. Seosoo, Junc to September — mainly July and August {a 
N. India; February to August in Ceylon. Nest, a natu^ hollow in a tree- 
trunk standing in or near water, 2 to 5 metres above water level, Qcca- 
rionally a hole in a building. Unlined or scantily so with grass, feathers 
and rubbish; no douTu One nest recorded in a box-like holtia thc coping 
of Government House, Rangoon^ in 1924^ 68 feet fr. 20 m.) above groped. 
Eggs, normally 6 to 14 (once 22, probably product of more than one female)) 
pearly white, becoming stained and dirty during incubation. Short broad 
o>’ab, equal at both ends; fine and dose-textured. Average size of 100 eggs 
43*1 X 32«9 mm. Incubation by female alone (?); period 15-16 days 
from last egg (Baker). ^ 

In thc case of thc Rangoon nest, the thirteen ducklings were pushed out 
of nest-hole by parent, dropped like stones for some distance, then fluttered 
to break fall, and reached ground safely. Elsewhere female has also been 
observ'ed carrying down duckling on her back (H. S. Wood). 

Museum Diagnosis 

Chick (in down). Dark grc>*i5h brown above, with large white patches on 
scapulars, wings, flanks, and sides of nimp. Cap bbek; hindneck greyish. Reat of 
head and neck white; a black streak through eye continued over hindneck. Uijder- 
parts pale buff See Dclacour 1959, 3: 140 (plate). 

MEASUREMENTS Wing BUI Tamis Tail 

cf 152-167 22-24 23-25 72-75 min, 

9 9 150-153 20-23 — — 


(Dclacour) 
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Wdght. <5> ». 8 to n 01 . (e. 255-312 gtn.); f 6} to 9 ot. (i. 185-255 gm.)- 
Humc; 5 cfcT 230-385 (av. 298), 5 9 9 250-320 (av. 267) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARIS. IHs (J* rcd-browm; 9 bnnvn. Bill o' Mack; 9 
or dark olive, yellowish on lower mandible and gape. I^gs and feet hlscVtih trow® 
or black. 


Genus Sarkidiornis Eyton 

Sariu/imiu Eytoo, 1838, Monogr. Anat.: 20. Type, by original dcsignlrioo, du- 
' meianolos Pennant ** 

Bill of moderate length furnished in the male with a fleshy knob on 
which becomes greatly swollen in the breeding season. Tail of tivdyc fd » 
long and graduated. Hind toe narrowly Tobed. A spur on shoulder of wing. 

Tropical; found in America, Africa, Madagascar, cast to Burma and thc 
Chinese subregion. A single species in India. 


1 1 5, Nakta or Comb Duck. Sarkidiomis mdanoios mtlaswl^ (Pennant) 

Ansrr nuUmotes Pennant, 1769, Ind. Zool.: 12, pi. H (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 2247. Vol. 6: 385 
PUte 12, fig. 5 

local names. Fdkta (Hindi; Bengal); J{dhca (Bihar); kdnsa 
Ja/fci ckilmva (Telugu); Dodda sarlt kdkki (Kannada); Kdro bdnj (Sind), 
(Slnhala); Mockkin ASri (Tamil). 

SIZE. Domestic duck -f; length c. 76 cm. (30 in.). ^rrX\*s 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large pcrcWng duck of supcrfiaally 
colour pattern to Cotton TcaL , v 

Male (adult). Upper back black, gldssed with blue-green an 
Lower bhek grey, conspicuous in flighL Head and neck 
with black. A blade half-collar down side of breast; another 
band descending in front of under tail-covcrts. Wing speculum . 

bronze. A curious fleshy knob, or comb, on base ofbffl af {brehex-s, 
greatly swollen in breeding season. 

No edipse plumage. ^ 

Female (adult). Like male, but without comb on bill and 
imaller and duller. Underparts somewhat mottled wnth brovm an 
dcmi-coUar on upper breast, and band near taU. ^ 

Young (immature), differs from female in being Ic ^ hlsc^>L 

upperparts. White of hindneck sullied with brown and barred ^ 
Lower back and rump dull greyish white; upper tail-coverts an 
brown (Whistler). ^ « ^4 

arATUs, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Resident, 
water conditions. Rare in southern and eastern Smd; abs^t pAbuc- 
in W. Pakistan. Occurs practically in all India, Nepal terai, and 
cast through Assam, south to Mj’sore (rare). Formerly 
Ceylon; now believed extinct as no record in present century. A c 
bunded tanks and jhccls in w'cll-wooded plains country. . 

ExtraUmtal. Africa from Gambia and thc Sudan, south to 
and Madagascar; Burma and SE. China * (Peter Scott). 
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Another race, ^katka {= cmxailatus) in. South America. 

CENZHAI. HABITS. Keeps in family parties of 4 to 10 birds, bu; flocks 
of 25 to 30 occaaonal; more rarely gatherings of even up to a hundred. 
Flight strong and stvift with sving-action reminiscent of geese. A good 
walker and perches Ireely on branches of trees durmg daytimcj cling 
on with ease to tree-trunk outnde nest-hollow with its strong claws. Does not 
normally dive for fot^ which obtained chiefly by grazing, but can dive 
very eficedvely to evade capture when in moult and flightless, or when 
winged. 

FOOD. Largely ve^tarian: conns, shoqts, and seeds of aquatic and 
marsh plants, and grains of wild and cultivated rice. Also water insects and 
their larvae; occasionally frogs and fish. 

VOICE. Normally silent e.vcept for an occasional low harsh croak. A ‘fine 
loud honk ' in the breeding season (Baker). 

EREEDiNO. Seaim, during the SW. monsoon, mainly July to September. 
/kstj normally in a large natural hollow at moderate height in an ancient 
tree standing in or close to water, sometimes a considerable distance away. 
Unlined or scantily so with dry leaves, grass, and feathers. Occasionally 
recorded breeding in old vulture nests, and in holes in old fort walls and 
earth diflfs. 7 to 15, pale cream, of the texture and appearance of 
polished h-ory. Average size of 100 eggs 61-8 X 43-3 mm. (Baker). Incu- 
bation by female alone (?); period 30 days. 

Up to 47 eggs have Been taken from a single nest, the product of two 
or more females, as is commonly the case where large trees svith suitable 
holiowT are scarce. 

Mfsztnr Diackosis 

Chick (in down). * Hair brosvn abose with two large buffy yellow spots on the 
aides, and one on the wing. Face and underparts bufly yellow with a small brown 
line, often interrupted, through the eyes ’ — Delacour 1959, 3: 122; 140 (plate). 

stEAScazMzrm 

, IVing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d'd’ 339-406 c. 63-70 c. 64-75 139-153 mm. 

9 9 f. 280-309 c. 59-66 — — 

Comb of o’ in breeding season c. 55-60 mm. at widest point. 

(Baker) 

Wright of a fine adult o' 5 Ib. 12 oz. (e. 2610 gm.); 9 9 4 lb. 4 oz. to 5 Ib. 2 oz. 
(c. 1925-2325 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BM and comb black. Legs and feet 
plumbeous. 

, Genus Cairin'a Fleming 

Cairina Fleming, 1822, Piulos. Zool. 2: 260. Type, by monotypy, Anas noschatn 
Uxmzcixs 

Asaremds Salvzdorit 1893, Cat Bds. Brit. Mus. 27; 46 (in key), 59. Type, by ori^rial 
designation and monot>*p>*. Anas scubdata S. Muller 

dose to Serkidionds in its dark coloration and general proportions of body, wnp, 
bill, legs, and taO. Abo in possession of a bony knob on wing. Male appreciably 
Urger than female; bill without comb but becoming considerably swollen at base 
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of culmen in breeding season. Difiers &om SarkiiSosms mainly in peSUm of ptunu^e 
and possession of a cotxsptcuous white wing-patch formed by secesdanes and upper 
wing-coverts. 

The genus, which contains the familiar domesticated Muscovy Duck, u rgireseoted 
in India by only a ringle s pedes. 


116. Wfaitewisged Wood Dock. Cssrinn smUtlaia (S. Mnllo) 

Astas scsitdata S. Muller, 1842, Verh. Nat Ges. Ned. Land-cn Volkenk.: 159 (Java) 
Baker, FBI No. 2248. VoL 6: 387 
Plate 12, fig. 6 

LOGAl. KAUza. Deo hens ( A s s a m ) ; Hagrasd, Deo^danta (Cadiar). 

Domestic duck +> lexigth c, 81 cm. (32 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, 

Male (adult). Head and neck white, variably speckled vrith black as 
in Nakta. Rest of plumage above and bdow largely glistening blatkish and 
rich chestnut-browTU A bluish grc)’ speculum bordered anteriorly by a broad 
black band. A large white patch on wing-shoulder (upper coverts) diagn- 
ostic at rest and in fli^t This white wing-patch and dark underparts 
at once distingmsh it from Nakta (of about same large size) even at long 





Female (adult). Much smaller, otherwise not conspicuously different 
from male. 

Young (immature). Duller and browTicr. 

STATUS, DBTRJBimoJ* and HABITAT. Resident, Assam, particularly the 
NE. Frontier tracts; Manipur (up to c. 900 m.), and E. Pakistan. Rare and 
apparently becoming scarcer. Affects waterlogged depressions in evergreen 
forest, often with gaunt dead trees standing about, and bfuels amidst dense 
cane brakes and tall elephant-grass jun^e. 

Extralimtal. Bunna, Thailand, Indo<duna, and through Malaya to 
Sumatra and Java, 

CENTRAL HABIT?. Kccps LQ paiis or Small parties of 5 or 6 on jungle 
ponds. Not infrequent in NEFA w'hcrcvcr it occurs, a pair or so present on 
almost cv’cry secluded jungle pool, the more sheltered and ovtrgrovk'n the 
more likely to hold the duck. Once 1 1 recorded together; another unusual 
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recent (1948) obscrv'ation of two parties totalling about 30 birds on the 
open Padma river in East Pakistan — February (H. G. Alexander). Habits 
little known except that like Nakta perches in trees. Flights at dusk to feed 
in opener waters and marshes during night, returning at dawn to daydme 
refuge on secluded forest pool. 


Ctirlnp scutulata 



food. Feeding habits in wild state not recorded. The crop of a specimen 
bot was full of ‘ p>TamidaI seeds of a marsh plant ' (spedes?) (T. C. Hut- 
hinson). In captidty apparently omnivorous with a preference for animal 
»d; skimming along the water with head and neck immersed, and diving 
3 chase small fish (Baker), 

VOICE. Described as a * peculiar, distinctive whistle ' (R. E. Parsons), 
'he male’s as a trumpet-like cronk-^ronk (B. E. Smy-thies). Another obscrv’cr 
I Burma likens it to a very mournful wail rather than cronk, usually heard 
-hen'the bird is flighting at dusk. Female said to whistle on wing. ‘ IVhcn 
lartncd, uttered a goose-like horJ: * (Hutdiinson). 

breedino. Presumably similar to Nakta. No authentic record in our 
rea. An egg brought to Baker in Cachar by his local collector was reported 
s taken fitjm a nest of grass and rubbish in a deep natural hollow e. 6 metres 
;p m the bifurcadon of a tree-trunk alongside a jungle stream. It matched 
he eggs ofNakta, and mcasiued 65 X 48*1 mm. 

Delacour (1959) quoting Schuyl gives greenish ydlow, 7 to JO, 

5 X 48 mm.; incubation 30 days *. 

MesTfU DiACTfosa. For detailed dcscriptjoa of plumage etc. lec Baker, loc. dt. 

Chick (in dm>’n). ‘Dark brtn^T], the head and neck deeper in colour, the undcr- 
axts lighter ’ — Ddacour 19 '9, 3: 140 (plate). 
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MZAlUUULKn 

Wing Bni Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

363-401 58-66 54-60 127-178 mm. 

9 9 305-356 55-61 — — 

(Delacour) (Baker) 

Weight. ^ 6 lb. 8 oz. to 8 lb. 8 oz. (r. 2945-3855 gtn.); 9 4 lb. 12 oz. to 6 lb. 
12 oz. (r. 2150-3050 gm.) — Baker. 

cx>LOURS OF BASS partSr Irh orangc-ycllow, 9 brown. Bill orange, mottled 
with black; in breeding season base becomes swollen in (J*. Legs and feet orange- 
yellow. 

Genus Clancula Leach 

Ctogttl# Leach, 1819, ct Ross, Voy. Disc., App.; xK’iii. Type, by monotypy. Arcs 
glceialis Linnaeus &= Anas hjemalis Linnaeus 

*BI11 shorter than head and than tarsus; high at base. Cutting edge of upper 
mandible ascending rapidly towards nail, which occupies whole tip of bill. Culmen 
straight but nail slightly elevated. Nostril close to feathers. Feathering ad\’ancing 
farthest on culmen; on sides of culmen forming a nearly straight oblique line. 
Rectrices 14, exceptionally 16; tail strongly rounded, rectrices pointed, those of 
male greatly riongated. Sexes \’cry different, summer and winter also. One species 
in arctic regions of Nortbem Hemisphere* (AVilherby 1939, 3: 317-18). 

117. Longtail or Old Squaw. Clangula f^emalis (Linnaeus) 

Anns fyemelis 1758, SysL Nat., ed. 10, 1:126 (Northern Sweden) 

Baker, JBNHS 37:549 
Plate 12, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMza. Unrecorded. 

sTyy_ Domestic duck — ; length body e. 30 cm. (12 in.); pointed tail 
r. 13 on. (5 in.). 

FIELD characters. In winter, -when recorded and likely to occur in our 
area, the contrasty dark chocolate-brown and white plumage pattern of 
male combined with small head, short bill, and long pointed tail distinctive. 
The last nonnally carried horizontal when swimming, partly expanded 
and erected vertically imder excitement. 

Male (adult), IVinter: Head, neck, and upper breast pure w'hite. A dark 
brown patch on cither side of neck behind car-coverts. Back (i.e. a broad 
band along spine), pointed central tail, and a collar descending from upper 
back widening below into a broad pectoral band to include upper abdomen, 
dar k brown. Scapulars, abdomen, flanks, and vent, white. 

In flight the scapuhus showing up as broad white streaks between dark 
wings, and the broad brown spinal band (tapering posteriorly into pointed 
centr^ tail-feathers), aid identification. 

Male (adult). Sarmer: Head, neck, and upper breast largely bladdsh 
brown, P^rk same scalloped with chestnuf-buff 

Male (in edipse) ‘Mantle darker, the black more pronounced; the 
rides of the body and flanks have drab and grey feathers mingled with the 
white ’ (Baker). 

Female (adult). Entire back dark brow-n, more or less scalloped 

with fulvous. Head white with dusky crown and patches on sides of upper 
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necJc. Lower forcncck and upper breast brownish, forming a diffuse pectoral 
band. Rest of imderparts white. , 

Female (adult). Summer'. Upperparts darker and duller than in winter, 
the scalloping less bright and conspicuous. \ 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnoN and habitat. Rare straggler in winter. Three 
records from W. Pakistan (Baluchistan, 1933, 1938; Sind, 1936); one each 
from Kashmir (Hokarsar, 1939) and NE. Assam (Sadiya Frontier Tract, 
1935). A half dozen or so together observed on some of these occasions. 
Shot on jhecls, and Brahmaputra river. 

Extralimital. ‘ Breeds on arctic coasts of Europe, Asia, and N. America. 
Winters south to Britain, France, Holland, Black Sea, Caspian Sea, Japan. 
California, the Great Lakes, N. Carolina; S. Greenland * (Peter Scott). 


ClonguJa hjremj//! 



OENERAi. HABITS. Normally a maritime duck, often found far out from 
the coast even on a choppy sea. A good swimmer and diver, obtaining its 
food under water, sometimes remaining submerged in the quest for many 
seconds at a time. Flight reminiscent of Pintail, somewhat less swift. 

rooD. Recorded as mainly aniinal — molluscs, cetaceans, etc. The 
Brahmaputra specimen had its crop and gullet crammed with small 
shrimps. 

VOICE. Not recorded in India. A very deep guttural croak, said to be 
entirely unlike that of any other duck. * Resembles low or distant bark of 
dog * (E. M. Nicholson), 

BREEDING. Extraliznital. a depression in the ground on open tundras, 
thickly lined with down; well hidden in undergrovrth by lakes and pools. 

6 to 11, olive or yellowish buff, 54 x 38 mm.; incubation 24 days 
(Delicour). 
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Museum Diaohosb, For detaib of plumages etc. see Witherby 1939, 3:321-4; 
Baker, Joe. at. 

Chick (in down). Sec Debcour 1959, 3: 173 (description), 256 (plate). 

MEASUREMENTS ' 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) ^ 

219-236 26-29 32-35 199-246 mm. 

9 9 202-210 23-28 / — — 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irfs cf canninc to hazel, 9 ycUow, immature o' brown. 
Bill o' basal half black, terminal portion rose-red to orange-yellow, nail bluish 
grey; 9 greyish black; imm. o' blue-grey. Legs and feet light blubh grey, webs 
dusky, claws black; 9 greenish grey, webs dusky; imm. cJi pale grey, webs nearly 
black (Witherby). 

Genus 'Buceph ALA Baird 

Buce^AaJa Baird, 1858, Rep. Expl. and Sur\’. R. R. Pac. 9: L, 788, 795. T^pc, by 
original designation, Anas albeola Linnaeus 
Bill short, higher than broad at base, not much flattened at tip, tapering slightly 
throughout, more rapidly and rounded at end. Profile of culmen very slightly con- 
cave. Nostril placed nearer to tip than fo base of bill, a feature peculiar to this duck. 
Lamellae short, stout, and placed very close together. Tanus short; scutellalc in 
front. Hind toe well developed, with broad lobe. Ix^gs placed far back rendering 
walking difficult. Wings pointed. Tail long and strongly graduated. Posterior end 
of sternum prolonged as in Merganser. Sexes dimorphic. 

Only one species occurs in India as a rare winter visitor. 


118. Goldeneye Duck. Bucephala clangula clangula (Linnaeus) 
Anas Clangula Linnaeus, 1758, SyTt. Nat., cd. 10, 1: 125 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2284, Vcl. 6: 460 ( = Glaueionetta c. clangula) 

Plate 12, fig. 3 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE. Domestic duck — ; length c. 46 cm. (18 in.). i 

WELD CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding). Head, nape, chin, and throat black, the lint b\o 
brilliantly glossed with metallic green. A distinctive white oval cheek-patch 
at base of bill. Back and tail bl ack, with bold white streaks on scapulan 

and flanks. Wings black with 
a conspicuous broad white patch 
along basal half when closed. 
Neck, breast, and undcrp.irti 
white. 

At rest black and white plum- 
age, and triangular mop-shaped 
head with white check-patch, 
peculiar. In flight, black head, 
\vhitc cheek-patch, short-looking 
white neck, black back between 
streaked white scapulan, and 
white patch on wings next to 
body (secondaries and coverts) arc leading clues. 
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Male (in ecli|)3e). Like female, but always retaining full wing colour 
with pure white speculum. 

Female (adult). Head and neck hair-brown, with a dull white collar 
round base. Upperparts mottled blackish and grey with a white wing-patch 
(secondaries and coverts, in part). A grey band on upper breast (below 
white collar), greyish flanks and vent. Rest of underparts white. 

Young (immature). Male like adult female, somewhat larger and 
darker. Female similar but with less White on wing. Male assumes adult 
plumage in second year. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon ^vintcr visitor mainly 
to W, Pakistan. N. India, Nepal (up to 3000 m.), and Assam. Recorded ftom 
Sind (?), Punjab (Attock, on the Indus), U.P. (Lucknow dist.), Bihar 
(Ciiamparan dist.), Assam (Lakliimpur dist.), Manipur. On open reaches 
of kwift-flowing rivers where these debouch from the hill.s, and on bkeels. 

Extralimital. * Breeds from northern Scandinavia cast across Europe and 
Asia, liorth to the limit of trees, south to Germany, Balkans, central Russia 
and Siberia to Kamchatka and Sakhalin. Winters from British Isles, Medi- 
terranean, to southern China and Japan ’ (Peter Scott). 


Bucepheta cfangufa 



GENERAL HAniTs. A diving duck like the pochards, partial outside the 
breeding season to the sea coast. Inland it prefers fairly dbep clear open 
water to vegetalion-coN'cred jhccls, H.as been met with in wntcr in small 
p.irties of 5 or 6. A good swimmer and diver; awkward on land. Flight s%rift 
and erratic, with rapid strokes of the short, pointed wings which produce 
a peculiar whistling sound. 
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FOOD. Mainly animal matter — molluscs, crustaceans, aquatic insccti, 

VOICE, Unrecorded in India. Elsewhere, female said to emit a loud 
hoarse note occasionally; male a penetrating speeTr spetr, and m the spnng 
* a rasping, vibrating double note qaee-reek * (Dclacour). . , 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Aerf, a natural hollow in trcc-trunja etc., n 
with down. Nest-boxes put up for it in likely places arc frequently owpi 
EggSf 6 to 15, bluish green. Average size of 200 eggs 55*2 X 42* nmi. 

Museum Diaoncwd. For details of plumages, structure, etc. see Witiiciby 1939, 

3; 311-14. „ec/i,x 

Chick (in down). Sec Dclacour 1959, 3: 178 (description); 256 {pWt). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tama 

(from feathers) 

207-227 31-36 34-38 

197-210 28-31 — 

(VTuherby) 

WdghL J I lb. 12 or. to 2 Ib. 8 or. (t. 795-1135 gm.); 9 lib. 8 or. to 2 lb. 

(c. 680-910 gm.)— Baker. ..ar-tvdloir 

COLOURS or BARR FARTT. (Jt Iris golden yellow. Bill black. be S* 
or orange with blackish webs. 9 Iris pale yellow or pale blue-green, 
with a yellow patcH next to nail. Legs and feet brownish yellow. 


cTt? 

99 


TsH 


77-90 nua 


.Genus Mero US Linnaeus 

Mn^u Linnaeus, 1758, Syst, Nat, ed. 10, l! 129. Type, by 'subsequent desigaso*. 

Mnpu aibr Lixaama —Mtrraimtcrljniaat 

Sexes dimorphic; both with a nuchal crest. Bill long, narrow, 
with culmen nearly straight, the nail strongly hooked. Sqratinn^ ^ j 

with tips pointing backwards aaw-Uke. Iarg*» oblong, pl*^ Feet 

length of bUl from base. Tarsi very short, placed far back on the wy. 
with wcU-lobed hallux. Tail faiky long, rounded, of 16 to 18 stiff 


Kay to the Speciea 



jlf. riWhu 

.....1 

1 Head and neck black glossed with green. 


a Lower parts white throughout...... 

M. mlTienUT (sdult e?) 

" ■ Upper breast rufous marked with black 

.. M. SOTSlar (stitJ' <?) 

M. merganser 

(adult 9 and yo^* ^ ' 


p»r 

201 


Chin streaked with rufous, hack brown "** . yy 

Af, senate (adult 9 a»d )wng (f ) 
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Bills of M. tnergauer (A) and Af. serrater 
(B) to show differences in shape, 
position of nostrils and feathering (X e. }) 


119. Smew. Mngus albeUus Llnnaeua 

Mergui Albellas Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat, ed. 10, J: 129 
(Mediterranean Sea near Smyrna) 

Baker. FBI No. 2286, Vol. 6: 466 
Plate 11, fig. 11 and Plate 13, fig. 10 

LOCAi. KAUES. //Umnr (Hindi); (Sind). 

SIZE, Domestic duck — ; length c, 46 cm. (IB in.). 

field characters. 

Male (breeding). Predominantly white, with a large metallic black 
patch on face, a black band from behind eye to nape, and drooping 

nuchal crest. Back black with two black 
streaks diverging from Its anterior end 
down each side of white breast. Sides of 
body, and tail, grey. In flight an canly 
recognized pied duck, mainly white, 
with a broad blacky spinal band, dark 
tail, and conspicuous black-and=white 
X f. 4 wings. 

Female (adult). Forehead, crown, nape, and short peak-like nuchal 
crest chestnut-red. Throat and sides of head contrasty white. Back greyish 
brown. Breast and flanks grey. Rest of underparts white. In flight the 
contrasty chestnut and white head, greyish body and black-and-white virings 
distinctive. 

Male (in eclipse). Like female, but larger with some Mack on mantle 
and larger white patch on secondaries. 

Young (mature). Like female but paler, more uniform generally 
and with the white wing-coverts tipped with ashy brown. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoM aud HABtTAT. XJncommon and sparse but regular 
winter visitor to W. Pakistan and northern India. Recorded from Balu- 
Ch'istan, Sind, NWFP, NW. Punjab, Delhi, Bhutan duars, ME. Assam; 
south from N. Gujarat, Bihar (Hararibagh), Orissa (Cuttack), W. Bengal 
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(Raniganj). Affects small open jheels, but chiefly clear Himalayan streams 
where these debouch from the foothills into the plains. 

Sxiralimital, * Breeds in Europe and Asia fium Scandinavia to Siberia 
and south to the Volga, Turkestan and the Amur. Winters on coasts and 
lakes from Britain, the Mediterranean, Persia, to China and Japan * (Peter 
Scott). 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in Small parties; occasionally large flocks. A 
fast sv-immer and proficient diver. Normally rides high on the water but, 
like the pochards, will lower itself considerably on alarm. Flics swiftly with 
rapid though noiseless beats of the pointed wings. 

FOOD. Mainly fish. Crustaceans, molluscs, aquatic insects and their 
larvae, tvorms, etc. also taken; occaaonally some vegetable matter. 


Mergus o/2)«f/uj 



VOICE. Unrecorded in India. 

BREEDING. Extralinntal. CoL A. E. Ward^s record of breeding in T . ^dafch 
has not been confirmed, and is doubtful. Arjf, in natural hollows in tree- 
trunks near water; sometimes in nest-boxes in Finland. -Eggs, 6 to 10, pale 
creamy buff. Average size of 137 eggs 52*2 X 37*5 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diacnoso. For detailed description of plumages and structure see 
Wiihcrby 1939, 3: 377-9. 

Chick (in down.) See Dclacour 1959, 3: 193 (description), 256 (plate). 


U£A£UR£Ji£MTS 

Wing 

Bm 

(from feathen) 

Tarsus* 

Tail 

d’d' 

192-205 

28-30 

30-32 

71-76 mm- 

99 

1 78-186 

25-28 

— 

(Witherby) 
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Wright ^ 1 lb. 4 02 . to 1 lb. 12 ox. (e. 565-795 gm.); 9 1 lb. to Ub. 8 ox. (e. 
450-675 gm.) — Baker. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iiis bright red (pearl grey in very old birds — Baker); 
9 redBiah brown. BxU ^ plumbeous, nail greyish wiutc; 9 dark lead-grey tinged 
laterally, nail whitish. Legs and feet <?' plumbeous; 9 paler and tinged 
with green, webs black (Witherby)* 


Merous MERGANSER Linnacus 
Key to the Sohapecaes 

Wing: ri’283-295 mm.; 9 250-267 mm. M. ru rnfrgmrr 

Wing: o’ 243-284 mm.; 9 189-257 mm. M, m. crUnldis 


120, GooMUxder or Common Merganser* Mergus mergcaisn merganser 

Linnarx T5 

hiergas Mergoyaer I 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, 1; 129 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2287, VoL 6: 469 

LOCAL HAMXS. Unrecorded. 

nrrv, Domestic duck -f I slimmer. Length c. 66 cm. (26 in.). 

FIEID CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding) . Head, crest, and upper neck black glossed with metallic 
green and purple. Mantle (scapulars) glossy black; lower back, rump, and 
upper tail-covcrts grey vcnniculated ■with 
white. Tail silvery brown. Primaries black; 
secondaries and coverts white or partly v-’hitc. 
Extreme upper back, lower neck, and 
underparts white, f^tly tinged with salmon- 
pink. 

In flight general aspect black and white 
with slender head and neck, narrow pointed 

Female (adult). Head, crest, and neck dark chestnut and cinnamon- 
brown; chin and upper throat white. Upperparts mottled bluish grey- 
brown. Primaries blackish; secondaries white and grcy» fomnng a 
conspicuous white* speculum. Tail grey-brown. Underparts white, striped 
I with grey on flanks. 

In flight rufous head, grey back, white underparts, black-and-white wings, 
thin neck, pointed red bill, and red legs distincti\*e. 

Male* (in eclipse). Resembles female, but retains white wing-co>*crt3. 

I Young (immature). Male like adult female but upperparts browner, 
head paler, chin and throat less white. 

' Chick (indown). SeeDelacour 1959, 3:217 (description), 256 (plate). 
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/ Mergus m. mtrgannr 2 M, m* orhntaJU 



121. Eastern Merganser. Afrrgux mrrgcnxrr erirnte^ Gould 

Merga OriaSnUs Gould, 1845, Froc. ZooL Soc. London; 1 (Amoy, Chios) 
Baker, FBI No. 2288, VoL St 472 
Plate lit fig* 4 and Plate 13, fig. 11 

LOCAL HAKE. Nooc recorded. 

sptE. Slightly imaller than 120, Length c, 63 cm. (25 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. 

Male (breeding). Difiers from western (nominate) race in somewhat 
smaller size and greater extent of black on mantle. Grey of low'cr back and 
rump paler and more frcclded with white; salmon-pink tinge on tmdcrparti 
more pronounced. 

Female, male in ccKpse, and immature male difier from adult as in the 
western form (q.v.). 

STATUS, DisTRiBtrnoN and habitat. Cfaiefiy winter visitor. Rare in NW. 
India; Nepal; fairly common in the £. Himalayan ibothUls. Status of the 
two races within our limits uncertain. Spedmens of nominate race taken 
in winter in \Vcst Pakistan (Sind, Makran coast), U.P., Maharashtra 
(Bombay), M.P. (Raipur district, ssp.?), and NE. Assam (Lohit river). 
Af. m, orientalis partly resident in T*adakh (and possibly in N. Sflcldm), but 
ipedmcns collected in Ladakh in May/Junc approximate in coloradon 
and wing measurement to nominate race (Meinertzhagen, Ibis, 1927: 616). 



BUI from above X r. 4 
red bill, and red legs. 
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Sight records racially indeterminate. Affects large rivers and lakes; also 
last-flowing streams, especially where these debouch from the northern hills 

into the plains. ^ , a . r » i -i 

Exiralimital. A/, m. merganser breeds in Europe and Asia from Icclano, 
Britiih Isles, Switzerland, the Balkans, to Kamchatka, the Kurile and 
Commander Islands. South in winter to Mediterranean and China. 

Af. m. mentalis breeds principally in Afghanistan, Turkestan, Altai, Tibet. 
Winters N. India, N. Burma and China (Szechuan) and Cirther east, where 
it occurs with the nominate race (Peter Scott). 

OENERAL HABITS. An cxpcrt swimmer and diver, perfectly at home tm 
icy torrential E. Himalayan streams. Apparently uncomfortable on land. 
When disturbed resting on bank, shuffles into water on its breast. KeeiB 
in pairs or small parties of 5 to 8 — often the sexes separate — which 
coalesce into larger mixed flocks of 40-50, or more, while coursmg up and 
doNvn to hunt in favourite reaches of clear rapid streams. Characteristically 
follows their bends, seldom deviating or altering course even at sight of a 
gunner. Usually flies low almost clipping the wavelets, effectively camou- 
fiaged against the shimmering background of wet stones and cascading 
water. Often hunts by cooperative effort like cormorants, a flock swimming 
in a semicircle from bank to bank across a rapid rippling stream, herding 
small fish into the less turbulent shallows near the banks — dashing and 
splashing in the white water in pursuit and diving energetically after the 
quarry. lattle Egrets (Egrelta ganella) commonly take advantage of tins 
habit by attending on the hunting flocks, leap-frogging over the duck, back 
and forth, to take up advance positions on the banks, and seizing any fish 
stranded in the marginal shallows in their rush to escape. When cruising 
in calm water, the males especially hatfe a curious habit of arching their 
necks, and then darting their bills vertically upwards. This is not in an 
effort to swallow some large morsel, but evidently a kind of display (R. E, 
Parsons). 

FOOD. Almost exclusively fish (up to 125 or 150 mm. long), for seizing 
which the serrated bill is specially adapted. In Britain 40 pescK averaging 
3 inches (73 mm.), and a young pike, have been taken from a single stomach 
(Witherby). Occasionally also some crustaceans, aquatic insects, etc. along 
with a quantity of pebbles. 

VOICE. Only an occasional croak or krrr recorded in India, 

BREEDING. Within our limits M. m. oritntalis (?) breeds in Ladakh 
(possibly also in northern Sikkim and Bhutan) at elevations between c. 3000 
and 4000 metres, and perhaps higher, e.g. on Tso Moriri and Pancong 
lakes, and Indus and Tanksc rivers (B. B. Osmaston, R. Meinertzhagen). 
Season. No nests with eggs found, but downy ducklings reported on various 
lakes in June. Hesl, (in Tibet) in hollows and crevices in crumbling rock 
clifl3, lined with rubbish, and thickly tvith down. 6 to 10 (?) like those 
of Goosander but darker and smaller — ■ pale buff or stone-buff, close and 
fine textured, fairly glossy. Average size of 20 eggs 64 *6 X 44 *8 mm. (Baker). 
Incubation period ?. In Af, m. merganser toll clutch of? to 16 eggs; incubation 
period 28-32 days (Delacour). 

Museum DtAONOSis, For description of plumages, structure, etc. of nominate 
race see Witherby 1939, 3: 364-7. 
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UEASUREStENTS 

Wing ' 

Bni 

Tanus 

Tail 

Af. m. merganser 

d>d' 283-295 

(from feathen) 
55-61 

46-50 

104-115 mTQ. 

9 9 250-267 

45-51 , 

— 


M, nt, crientajisr 

243-284 

40-54 

(Witherby) 

— 

0 o 180-257 

40-47 

— 

— 

Wing d' 275-265; 9 244-275 (Delacour). 

(Baker) 



Weight <? 2 lb. 12 oz. to 3 lb. 5 or. (e. 1250-1500 gm.); 9 2 lb. to 2 Ib. 10 os. 
(c. 910-1195 gm.)— Hume. - , . . , 

coLoona or bare parts. Iris o’ carmine or deep red, sometunes tmged vmi 
brown in younger birds; 9 brown. Bill vermilion; culmen sometimes rather dusly 
in oon-breeding season: nail black. Legs and feet bright vermilion. Colours in p 
duller. 


122. RedbreaBtcd Mestsusaoer. rlfergus seitatof Linnaeus 

Mtrgus Serratat Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, 1: 129 (Sivcden) 
Baker, FBI No. 2289, VoL 6: 473 


lOCAL itAUES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Domestic duck — ; slimmer. Len^h e. 58 cm. (23 in.). 
field CHARACTERS. Smaller and’sHmmcr than GoosandcT, mth a promi- 
nent straggly, backwatdiy-directed double crest (mth an upperandlouer 

portion) sticking out stiffly from hindcrown. 

Male (breeding). Differs from male Goosander (with entire underpsiB 
white) in having a dark band (blotchy chestnut and black) on upper breast; 
rest of underparts white. This comparative feature particularly helpful ra 
idenlificafron at distsmte and iss flight. Hearl, crest, throat and upper Beck 
glossy blackish green. A broad white collar below this, mterroptrf on 
hindneck by a black longitudinal stripe continuing from na^ into blacl 
uoner back. Black of back broader, with bold white spots^m a chequer 
pattern at its anterior end covering wing-shoulder. A broad white fatenl 
Lnd along closed wing (secondaries and coverts). Lower ba^, 

UDPer uil-eoverts, and upper flanks pale grey venmculated with black. 
Male (in eclipse). Like female, but with the mantle darker; wmgimore 

or less as in breeding male. , . „ . as.— . 

Female (adult). Rather like female Goosander. Crotm, crest (shorter 
than male’s), nape, and hindneck brown; sides of head and neck cinna^iL 
Chin throat, and foreneck duller, rufous-washed white. Uppeipaifr dark 
peyfrh browk. scaUoped paler. Wings as in male but with less white. Under- 
narts white, the breast and sides mottled with ashy brown. 

less' erev. Crest shorter; bare paru duller coloured. 

ST^US, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Vagrant in winter. Only ux 
ocemmnUs within our limits: four in W. PakUtan tCharbar, Makran 
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coast, November 1875; Sind (Karachi harbour); Baluchistan, Quetta dist. 
(Khushdil Khan lake 1902, Pishin *1908)] and two inW. Bengal; an example 
procured in Calcutta market, presumably from that neighbourhood 
(December 1889), and another more recently (Januaty 1981) in the 
24-Parganas district (Bis\vas, m epist.). According to C. B. Ticchurst (JBNHS 
32; 95) a not uncommon winter visitor to the Makran coast; recorded from 
Ormara, Charbar and Jask (December/January). 



Breeding Non-breeding 


Extralimital. * Breeds in suitable places throughout northern Europe, 
Asia, N. America (including British Isles). South in winter to the Medi- 
terranean, Persian Gulf, China, Formosa, Gulf of Mexico, and Florida ' 
(Peter Scott). 

CENCRAi. HABITS. Not marked!/ different from those of the Goorao.dcr 

. 

BREEDiso. Extralimital. Unlike Goosander does not' usually nest in 
tree hollows. A'fit, large, compact, of moss, grass, etc. lined with down. 
In dense cover of bushes, or in holes in banks and clifTs. ‘ Eggs, 7 to 12 
gre^osh to greenish buff, 65 X 45 mm.; incubaiion 28-28 days* (DcIacour). 

DiACNOsrs. Bill proportionately longer and narxtnvcr than in Goosander, 
less hooked at tip, and with tnote teeth or lamellae. Sec figures, p. 201. 

Chick (in down). See Delacour 1959, 3: 210 (description), 256 (plate). 


SIEASURESIENTS 

lYing 

Bill 

Tanus 

Tail 

(?(?• 

244-752 

(from feathers) 
53-62 

40-45 

79-t^ mm. 

9 9 

2 17-231 

48-55 

— 

— 
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Two adult (J'ri' obtained in India have wings of e. 253 and 254 nan. 

Wright o' 1 lb. 12 or. to 2 Ib. 4 or. (r. 790-1925 gm.); 9 under 2 Ib. (SlOpn.)! 
possibly goes somewhat higher (Baker). 

COLOUKS or BARB PARTS. Ifis (p camunc or red-brown; p broivn or red-brovm, 
sometimes carmine. Bill (J' orangc-rcd to deep vcmiilion, the edge of culoco sn 
nail black; 9 duller, more orangc-rcd with the culmen dusky over a 
Legs and feet orange-red to deep vexinilion, the joints and webs dmlitf- ^ 
in 9 * 

Genus Oxyura Bonaparte 

Oxywo Bonaparte, 1828, Ann. Lyc. Nat. Hist. New-Yorka.- 390. Type, byentxiotypf, 
Anas ruhtdus Wilson 

Erismafvfo Bonaparte, 1B32, Giom. Acad. Sri. Lett. Arti, Roma, 53(54): 203. 

name for Ojgmra Bonaparte ^ 

Bill large, very swollen at base; nail small and curved inwards. Culmen 
anterior part of bUl fiat and broad, the lamellae coaire and set far 
large, oval, placed neaxer to base than to tip of bill. Tarsi short, placed ^ 
as in Diving Ducks; feet very large; middle toe almost twice length " 
toe broadly lobed. Wings short and pointed. Tail well graduated, ^ ' 

stiff-feathers, longer than tarsus; tail-eoverts short and scanty- Sexes sligh i 
phic. 


123. .Whitebeaded Stiflftaiird Duck. Osyttra letieoeephala (ScopoK) 
Anas Uucocephata ScopoU, 1769, Annus I Hist. Nat.: 65 
(probably from northesn Italy) 

Baker, FBI No. 2285. Vol. 6 : 463 
Plate 12, fig. I and Plate IS, fig. l3 


LOCAL NAMES. None" recorded. 

SIZE. Domestic duck — ; length c. 46 cm. (e. 18 inj- 

FIELD .CHARACTERS. A Uttlc larger than Common Tern, But iq 

ibby, with very peculiar biil and tail. Bill very high 

sinking abruptly and 

wards tip. Tail of .Uff, 
pointed feathers with 'e<y ‘ ' 
ioveru at its b; 

bunch of wires arafictelly sju* ■ 
often tarried coimcallyupugo 
swimming. , 

Male (breeding). ^ 

with a black patch on 
slaty blue to sly-bloo bill. 
blacjush, fading mto chain 
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FALCONIFORMES 


upper breast and sides, and to rusty grey on back and mantle. L/wer back 
and rump pendUled with black. Upper tail-coverts chestnut, finely pcndlled 
with black. Underparts silvery white mottled with grey. Wings grey. . 

Female (adult) and m^e in eclipse have the head and neck- brown 
with blackish bars; the crown darker. A conspicuous whitish line below eye 
finm bill to nape. Throat and sides of upper neck whitish; rest of plumage 
as in breeding male, somewhat greyer and paler, with finer barring. 
Young (immature). Like adult female; male redder on back. 

STATUS, DDnoBUTiON and hAbttat. Casual and sparse winter visitor 
mmnly to the northwestern portions of our area. Sporadically^ but not 
infioqucntly recorded (spedmens and observation) from W. Pakistan (Pesha- 
war, Nowsheray Shahpur, Kohat districts), Punjab (Gujrat and Mianwali 
dists.), Baluclustan (Langi-na%var, Nushki and Quetta dists.), Sind (Larkana 
and Sukkur dists.), Bahawalpur. In recent years found in large numbers 
on certain lakes on the Punjab Salt Range — Khabakki, Kallar Kahar, 
Nammal. Maximum number counted 723 (February 1965) on Khabakki 
(C. D. W. Savage). Also N. India — E. Punjab (Ludluana dist.), Kashmir, 
Delhi dist., Uttar Pradesh (Pilibhit and Hardwar dists.), Rajasthan (Bharat- 
pur, once). Not farther cast or south except reportedly t>vice in Calcutta mar- 
ket (Finn). On large freshwater lakes and brackish lagoons \rith underwater 
vegetation. - 

Extralimilal, Breeds in the Mediterranean, Black and Caspian Sea areas, 
and Turkestan. Winters south to Egypt, Palestiue and Iraq, 

GENERAL HABITS. In many ways reminiscent of the grebes. Keeps in 
parties of a half dozen or so, and fiocks of 20 to 30, Very local, usually 
affecting particular portions of a lake rithcr by itself or in association with 
grebes; rarely wth other ducks. Normally rides very low on the water, IHcg 


Oxyura ItucoctphaU 



a cormorant, showing only head, a small portion of rump, and the stiff, 
pointed tail cocked vertically wh^ at rest; lowered into water when svdm- 
ming. Flight laboured and grcbc-likc, preceded by much skittering on the 
sxiriace to take off. But is an expert swimmer and dh'cr, seeking safety in 
the water in preference (o flying away even when closely approached, 
partially submerges itself to escape obsavation, swimming away from the 
intruder with only the head and part of rounded back showing, and body 
and tail out of sight, thus looHng like a dabchick in the distance. Dives by 
quietly lowering itself and vanishing below, or by rolling over smoothly 
like a porpoise, head in first, the whole back, tail, and legs turned over in 
succession. The tail is bent dowTiwards, wth the legs showing below, these 
parts being the last to go under. 

FOOD. Mainly vegetable matter: corms, seeds, and leaves of aquatic 
plants; also insect larvae, molluscs, and crustaceans. The stomach of an 
Indian-killed example contained vegetable matter exclusively (W. A 
Whitehead, JBNHS 35:212). 

VOICE and calls. None recorded in winter. 

BREEDING. Extrallmital. a floating pad of reeds and rushes overlaid 
with down; anchored and concealed among reeds and sedges. Eggs, 6 to 13, 
white, about 66 x 50 mm.; incubation period unrecorded (Delacour). 

Muszuu Diackosis 

Chick (in dovm). See Delacour 1959, 3 : 242 (description), 256 (plate). 

UEASUREUEKTS 


Wing Bill 

(from feathers) 


155-165 46-48 

9 9 150-155 43-45 

22 fpccimens from the Punjab Salt Range give 


Tazim 

34-37 


Tafl 

110-112 mm. 


\Ving 

8cfri 164-172 

14$ 9 150-167 


Bill Tarsm 

46-47 43^ mm. 

43-46 41-45 mm. 


(from feathers) (Delacotir) (C. D. W. Sa>*agc) 

Weight 1 o' 6D0 gin. (BNHS). 

COLOURS or SAR£ PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill ^ g en er a lly slaty blue turning to 
pale sky- or ultramarine blue just before emigration in Fcbruary-March Dr W. 
Savage); 9 and imm. duller. Legs and feet plumbeous-black, the webs and toes 


black. 


Order Falconiformes 
Family Accipitridae. Hawks, Vultures, etc. 

BUI short with upper mandible longer than lo%%‘er, curved and strongly hooked 
at tip: basal portion covered with a cere, usually bright coloured, in which the 
nostrils are situated. Feet strong, furnished with powerful hooked claws. Hallux 
always present. Sexes more or less alike; female tjsually larger. 

For further detaib of structure and morphology sec Str eem ann 1927-34, Avo: 
811-16; Baker 1928, FBI 5: 1-2; Witherby 1939, 3:1. Cf. also Brown, L. & Amadon 
D.. 1968. ErtgUs, Haich and Felccns of tht }VoTld. 


HAWKS, VULTURES, ETC. 
Key to the Genera 


A Head and neck bare ..! 

B Head and neck feathered ..2 

1 BiU slender a 

Bill stout b 

a Nostrils elongate and horizontal Jfeophron 

b Nostrils a narrow vertical slit Gjps 

Nostrils round or oval I 

I No wattle on neck.... ^....Aegjpha 

Fleshy wattle on either side of neck Scf<og/ps 

2 BUI lengthened and vulturine in shape; claws blunt; a tufr of long 

brisila on the chin Gjpatus 

Bill short and aquiline in shape; clatvs sharp and generally greatly 
Curved; no tuft on chin c 

c Tarsus completely feathered in front and behind... — II 

Tarsus naked or partially fealhertd Ill 

II daws but little curved, innek longer than hind Totir.atfui 

Claws much curved, hind claw longer than inner a* 


a' Primaries exceeding secondaries by less than length of tarsus 

Spizaetus 

Primaries exceeding secondaries by more than length ^ 
of tarsus. Occipital crest lacking, rudimentary or deve- 
loped b‘ 
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b* Inner toe (without claw) longer than culmcii with- 


out cere) Hlrracetas 

Inner loe (without cbw) about same length as or 

shorter than culmen (without cere) A^ln 

Both side of upper mandible wth two sharply pointed conical 

'teeth* Aciceda 

Upper mandible without * teeth * a* 

a* Lores feathered.. Pemis 

Lores unfeaihercd ..b* 

b* Tarsia long, two or more times length of bill from tip to 
3 apc c* 


Tarsus short, less than two times length of bill from tip 


to gape c» 

c* Feathers across throat and up each side of neck forming 

corupicuous ruff. Circus 

Ruff not present d 

d Nuchal crest absent or pointed Aedpiter 

Nuchal crest broad covering whole nape 

Spilerris 

c * Front of tarsia covered with large overlapping hexagonal 

scales Baiastur 

Front of tarsus covered with vermiculations or small 

hexagonal scales d* 

Front of tarsia scutcllate d* 

d' Size small (length c. 33 cm. ■=» 13 in.); second primary 

longest Elcua 

Size larger (length c. 56-68 cm, ■■ 22-27 in.); third 

or fourth primary longest c 


211 


Page- 


310 

301 

290 

296 

314 

203 

258 

270 

265 

272 

214 

221 


316 
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Page 

e Claws groo\'ed beneath Circattus 326 

Claws not grooved beneath.' PanJion 335 

d* Tail forked MihrdS 224 

Tail not forked e* 

e' Tarsus scutellated belund f 

Tarsus ivith large reticulations or hexagonal scales 

behind f* 

f Primaries deeply notched Buteo 251 

Priroarics not deeply notched Icthyophaga 292 

f* Third primary longest Halicectus 285 

Foiuth primary longest.; HaUasiur 230 

Genus El ANUS Sav/gny 


Elama Savigny, 1809, Descr. Eg>’ple 1:69, 97. T)*pc, by monolypy, E/emu ca/rittr 
Sarigny = Falco eaeruleus Desfontaincs 

Bui small, wide at base, compressed near tip; culmen sharply curved from cere; 
festoon distinct. Nostrils o>’al, nearly horizontal, protected by long loral bristles. 
Wings long and pointed, reaching bc)'ond tip of tail; second primary (as.) longest. 
Tail moderately long, slightly forked. Tarsi short and stout, feathered in front for 
more than half their length; naked parts rcticulaled throughout. Toes strong, 
reticulated above except near claws; lateral toes subequal in length. Middle daw 
keeled, the others rounded beneath. , 

The genus contains small hawks allied to Kites' (Milous), occurring in America, 
Africa, and Asia to Australia. Only one species {E. cacrulfos) r epresented in 'India 


124. Blaekwinged Kite. Mentis camtleus vodferus (Latham) 

Fain ndfmu Latham, 1 790, Index Orn., 1 : 46 
(India = Coromandel Coast, cx Sonnerat, epud Hartert) 

Baker. FBI No. 1789, VoL 5: 125 
Plate 22, fig. 1, Plate 23, fig. 3 and Plate 28, fig. 2 
LOCAL NAUES. Kdpdssi (Hindi; Bengali); Mdsuraea (Oudh); CharGca (Nepal); 
Aisd remadasu fFcIugu); Argtllur (Ycrkali); VcUi^crlfan (Malayalam); KvruUa 
Vkussa (Sinbala). 

SIZE. House Crow — ; length e, 33 cm. (13 in.). 

field characters. A small dainty grey and white hawk, Cfrown, nape, 
back, rump, and upper’ tail-coverts pale ashy grc)'; rest of head and nedc, 

tmderparts, and tail pure white. A black 
line from lores to behind the blood- 
red c)'es, and black patches on wing 
shoulders conspicuous at rest and ahn 
in flight. Ups of dosed wings (black) 
extend beyond short square (sdighlly 
forked) taiL Sexes alike. 

In flight, colour pattern resembles 
Pale Harrier (q.v.) which also has 
black ^ving tips (primaries). But larger 
size of Harrier slimmer streamlined 
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bod/i longer pointed wings, buoyxint truling flight, and absence of black 
thou]dcr*patches tcadily distinguish it 

Young (immature). Browiush ashy above scalloped paler. AVing 
coverts (black and grey) also edged with whitish. Remiges and rectricci 
tipped white. Breast tinged >vith buff or finely streaked with fulvous. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUnoN and HABITAT. Resident Widely but patchily 
distributed from W. Pakistan [Baluchistan (straggler), Sind, Bahawalpur, 
W. Punjabi cast to Assam plains and Manipur, and from the Himalayan 
foothills (from c, 1600 m.) and terai south to Kanyakumari; up to e. 1200 m. 
in the peninsular hills. Nepal, chiefly terai and lowlands, but recorded at 
c. 1370 m. (Biswas). Ceylon (il aones'to c. 2100 mm.); Laccadive Islands; 
Bangladesh (Pabna, Dacca)41usain & Sarker.1972, Bull, B.O.C. 92(2) : 40. 

Affects dedduous biotope: sparse savannah forest, secondary scrub 
cotmtry and grassland intenpers^ with cultivation; riverain tamarisk and 
kandi {Prosopis) jungle in W. Pakistan and semi-desert areas. 

Extr^imitalt cast to S. Yunnan, south to N. Tenasserim and the Indo- 
Chinese countries. The darker nominate race inhabits practically all Africa 
and Madagascar; occasionally found in S. Europe. 

LOCAL MOVEUEim. Seasonal local fluctuations, and appearances and 
disappearances often recorded, c.g. in Coorg (‘ regular winter -migrant * — 
F. N. Betts), but no precise data. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly or in widely scattered pain. Somewhat 
crepuscular; more so In some localities, and at certain times than others, 
presumably dependent on habits of the prevailing food supply. Adopts a 
iavourite patch of open grass-and-scnib Junjfle, occupying Ac same pole 
or tree-top within it day after day. From this perch surveys the turroundingi 
— cocking up the tail from time to time, opening and closing it, raising and 
lowering it gently or jerking it up and down between the drooping wings — 
and poimces on any prey that stirs on the ground. More usually quarters 
the territory, flying and sailing in wde drcles 30 metres or so above, turning 
every now and then to face the ^vind and hover like a kestrel (* over a 
minute * — SA) to scan the ground. On suspicion of movement, parachutes 
obliquely down a few metres to investigate more closely — wings open and 
uprmsed back to back, with only the dps qvuvering. The parachute descent, 
controlled by slight up and down manipulations of the tail, is often intemip- 
ted wth bouts of stationary hovering to make sure, the legs being gradually 
let doisTi in readiness at the same time. Finally >N'hen within striking range, 
the wings are pulled in and the bird drops or stoops on the quarry with a 
rush, bearing it away in its claws. 

Flight sluggish, wth deliberate wing-beats, strongly reminbeent of a gull 
or roller (in head-on silhouette also of a flying fox), alternated with spurts 
of sailing. When in pursuit, bird capable of swift falcon-like dash. Once 
carried off a wounded quail * with quite the rapidity and dash of a peregrine * 
(Butler, SF 3 : 448). 

Roosts communally at night in leafy trees, 15-20 birds or more converging 
on the selected one at dusk from over a wide area. 

FOOD. Locusts, grasshoppers, crickets, and other insects. Lizards, field 
rats and mice, yoimg and sickly birds, etc. Snake and frog also taken among 
stomach contents. 
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VOICE and galls. Normally rilent A thin high-pitched squeal occadoiuL 
Asoft whistle as of man (A. E. Jones). . 

BREEDmo. Season, very extended, varyi^ locally to cover practically 
entire year, with a marked recession In April and Msiy, J/at, looser untidy, 
crow-Ulm; of twigs, lined with roots and grass; sometimes Placed 

in a small tree, sddom above c, 9 metres ground. £gjx, 3 to 5 or 6— 
most commonly 3 or 4 — richly coloured, handsome, hi^y variable. 
Ground colour white to pale cream, buff, or yellowish stone, boldly blotched, 
smeared and spotted with deep red or reddish brown, occasionally with a 
few scattered specks of blackish blood-red. Last laid egg^ of a clutch ohm 
very poorly marked. Average size of 100 eggs 39*3 X 30*9 muL (Baker), 
Both sexes share all domesdc chores; major part in nest-building and 
incubation by female, in forgaging for young by male. 

Mmauu Diaokoo 


UXASUaZUZNTS 


99 


Wing 

260-276 

262-283 


Bm 

(&om skull) 
20-23 
25-24 


Tanui 


30-37 
c. 36 


Tan 

116-124 mm. 
119-130 mm. 
(SA) 

Weight 1 (J»T64 gm*. (BNHS). 

OOLOUM or BAaa parts. Iris, adult crimson; imm. yellow or yellow-bnma. 
Bill black; cere end gape pale yellow. Legs and feet deep yellow; claws black. 


• Genus Avxceda Swmnson 

Avkeda Swainson, 1836, Qassif. Bds., 1 : 300. Type, by subsequent daignsHon, 
Aetceda cueuloides Swalnsor, 1837, op. cit. 2: 214 
Baza Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 5: 777. Type, by original detignilioc, 
Baza syama Hodgson * 

Small to medium sized hawks. Head with thin upstanding crest. Bill strong tad 
well curved. Cutting edge of upper mandible furnished with two sharp comcsl 
* teeth * on each side near dp; lower mandible with three or four pointed lemdoot 
on each side near dp. Cere small; nostril very narrow, slanting, placed at knterior 
edge of cere, partly covered by a membrane. Lores partly feathered as m Hc»ey 
BuzzaM (Pmtu). Tarsus short, stout, scutellated in front and above the too, redcu*, 
lated ^ewhere; feathered in fiont on upper third or more. Claws small, well cur>*«t 
almost lubequal in length. Wings moderately pointed. Tail longish, iquare*«n<I«I 
or very slightly graduated. 


Key to the Spedea 

Pl|C 

Upper plumage brown, fourth primary longest A. jerjan 215 

Upper plumage black, third primary longest A. UupfieU: 

Aviceda jerdoni (Blyth) 

Key to the Sohtpedee 

Larger, wing over 320 mm«. »A. J, jtriani 

Smaller, wing under 315 mm 
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125. Blyth’s Buxm or Northern Brown UrRrd Hawk. Aoiztda Jordmi 
jerdoni (Blyth) 

Pemis Jtrdam Blyth, 1842, Jour, Asiat, Soc. Bengal, 11:464 
(no type locality » Malacca) 

Baker, FBI No. 1824. Vol. 5: 174 
Plate 21, &g. 8, Plate 22, fig. 3 and Plate 23, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Jungle Crow; length c. 48 cm. (19 in,). 

HELD characters. A moderate sized brown hawk with rufous and 
black head and a prominent upstanding black occipital crest, narrowly 
wlutc-dpped. Chin and throat rufous and white, with a bold black mesial 
stripe- Breast rufous-brotvn; rest of underparts conspicuously barred with 
rufous-brown and white. Tail brctvn wth three dark bands, the terminal 
one broadest and darkest. 

a casual view could be confused with the Crested Goshawk {Aecipiur 
trivirgatm) of somewhat similar coloration, abo crested, q.v. 

Female (adult). Much paler throughout, svith breast fulvous-white 
instead of rufous, 

^ Young (immature). Like adult female, but paler; wth four, or some- 
times five, distinct dark bands in tail, the basal one partly concealed; bases 
of rectriccs much mottled with white. Still younger birds have feathers of 
upper plumage fringed with while, and underparts even paler and more 
feebly barred and streaked than in female. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Rare. Darjeeling district 
(W. Bengal), Sikkim to eastern Assam, between c, 350 and 1800 m. altitude, 
wth some seasonal up and down movement. Confined to evergreen foothills 
biotope. 

Extralimital. Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra. 


AWcedo jerdoni 
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GENERAL HABtrs. Largely crepuscular. Even lesser known than of the 
southern race (No. 126). Usually keeps in pain, but family parties of 3 to 5 
occasionally seen flying and sailing in circles at treetop hei^t at the tdge 
of a forest clearing. Flight rather sluggish. 

FOOD. Lizards, grasshoppers, and other large insects. The ilomacfi 
contents of a specimen (Kurseong) included two Agamid lizards iJapeUm 
variegala), several longicom beetles and maniiscs (Colcoptcra, Orthoptcra) 
— D'Abrcu, JBNHS 20:518. 

VOICE and calls. Not recorded. ^ . 

BREEDING. Only tw'o authentic records, both from DaijecUng distnct, 
W. Bengal, at c. 610 and 1825 pi* elevation; April and June. The nrdr — 
small and compact, of sticks, lined with green leaves — were placed among 
stout branches of large forest trees at heights of r. 10 and 20 metres 
tivcly. Eggs, 2 in each, closely resembling Shikra’s {Accipitef bedim), grcyh« 
white, stained from contact with leafy nest-lining. (Sometimes with iparn 
reddish blotches and specks.) Fine-textured, smooth, broad ovals. Average 
size of the 4 eggs .44* 7 x 36*5 mm. (Baker). . , 

Share of ihc sexes in the nesting chores, and incubation pen » 
unrecorded. 

Muizuu Diaonosb. Wing structure ot A. jerdoni differs from A. letipfuites in havmx 
the 4ih primary (as.) longest instead of 3rd; or sometimes 4th and 5th subequs . 

KEA5UREWP.NTS 

M'ing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) , 

cP 9 327 (Sumatra)— 29-30 35-40 210-244 mm. 

360 (Sikkim) ^ 

COLOuas or bare farti. Iris golden yellow. Bill plumbeous black, base ^ 
slate; tip and culmen quite black; cere pale bluhh plumbeous to alm»t 
Legs smd feet chrome yellow or ' white slightly tinged with blue * (Hume), or 
china white * (Stex’ens); clawa homy black (Baker). 


126. Lcgge’a Bmxm or Southern Brown lizard Hawk* Acictiajfr^ 
c^lonensts (Legge) 

Baza crylonensu Legge, 1876, Stray Feathers, 4:247 (near Kandy, Ceyk»>) 
Baker, FBI No. 1825. Vol. 5:175 

LOCAL KAHzs. KvndUt goya (Sinhala) ; Penmdu (Tam>l) » Pra/’penaidu (MaUydasi 
SIZE. Jungle Crow; length c. 48 cm. (19 in.). • ^ 

FIELD citAJLAcTERs, Similar to the last (No. 125) sex for 
for age, only slightly smaller (sec Measurements). fiiriit; 

and wing action, reminiscent of a small buzzard. Crest depressed m 
characteristically erect from occiput when bird at rest. 

STATUS, DisTRiaimoN and uaritat. One of the peculiar 
distribute Indo-Malayan forms separated from its nearest cast- 
relative by at least 1900 km. of ecologically unsuitcd coun^* . 
but scattered and rare in fouih-w'cst India south of e. 12 
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Mysore and Kerala (including Goorg and Wynaad), and Oeylon (hUl zone 
in Central and Uva pro^ces). Affects evergreen forest biotope in the 
footHUs between c, 150 and 900 metres altitude. 

GEKERAi. HABITS. Like No. 125, shy and rather crepuscular. Sluggish 
on die wing, flying with strong flaps alternated with short intervals of 
gliding. Keeps in pairs or family parties of 3 to 5 — the young birds distin* 
guishable by their much paler coloration — to hilly forested country where 
sometimes met with on the edge of sholas and clearings. Sdll-hunts'lizards 
and large insects, pouncing on them from its Iook»out perch in a leafy tree. 
Prey carried in be^ not in talons. I^rcly seen except ^vhen flying in circles 
at treetop height or soaring aloft. On approach of breeding season much 
given to extravagant aerobatics accompanied by excited mewing screams, 
kip4dp-1ap or kikijCj kxkiyat etc., at times confusingly like the calls of the 
Palm Squirrel {Fwiambuhis). 

DISPLAY, The pair soar round each other in circles high bp in the air 
The male (?) suddenly nose-dives steeply wth half-closed wings for 10 to 15 
metres, uttering a loud, sharp kip-kif-kip; then, using the momentum, he 
doubles upon himself and zooms almost vertically up^vards. When on the 
crest of the curve, standing on his tail as it were, and seemingly about to 
stall and topple over back\s*ards, he presently rights himself and continues 
to soar around. These spectacular antics are repeated at short mter\'als 
(F. N. Betts, JBNHS^36: 258; 50: 251). 

FOOD. Lizards, frogs, large insects, and other small animals. CaloUs 
caloUs and field rat {Golunda ellioti) recorded in Ceylon (Phillips). 

VOICE and calls. Besides the courtship cries, a loud plaintive mewing 
pte^cw uttered by both sexes while circling in the air (W. W. A. Phillips). 
Also a conversatioual ‘ long drawn mournful gtueer with something of the 
intonation of a serpent eagle’s cry * (Mrs Luslungton). 

BREEDIKO. Copulation accompanied by loud cries observ’ed in tree on 
26 September. Season^ in SW. India normally February through April; in 
Ceylon during the NE, monsoon, from c. November to May. A'irf, a well- 
made smallish structure (shallow cup) of leafy hWgs, occasionally lined with 
grass and roots but alvv’a>’s with fresh green leaves. Built 7 to 20 metres up 
in a leafy tree in humid forest; sometimes in trees standing in tea plan- 
tations. EggSf 2 or 3, gr^ish white getting stained during incubation; 
indistinguishable from those of the northern race. Average size of 32 ^gs 
44*9 X 33-6 mm. (Baker). Both birds participate in building the nest. 
Share in incubation, and incubation period, unrecorded. 

Muszuk DiACKOsa 

XEASURrsmtrn ^Ving • Bm Tanrn Tail 

(from feathers) 

019 299-312 28-29 36-37^ 201-2U mm. 

COLOURS o? BARE PARTS. As in the nominate race (No. 125). 

Antceda ixupHOTES (Dumont) ' 

Key to the Sabspeciee 

Band a cr o ss chest mainl y nifous and chestnut A, L Uupfioia 

Band across diest nearly all black L sweats 

Band across chest thin; iinderparts xmbarred A. 1. anda^namca 
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127. Indian BUckerrsted Baza or Lizard Hawk. AeutJa Uuphola 
latphota (Dumont) 

Fela Inpfata Dumont, 1820, Diet. Sci, Nat, 16:217 (Pondicherry) 

Baker, FBI No. 1822, Vol. 5: 171 
Plate 22, fig. 2, Plate 23, fig. I and Plate 28, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAME.. PnppcTcndu ^Malayalam). 

SIZE. Kgeon ±; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

HEtD COJ^CTESS. A handsome, prominently crested blade and white 
hawk with barred underparts and black belly. 

Adult. Aiorf, black, including head with long upstanding ocdpital 
crest, neck, back, rump, tail-coverts and tail. Conspicuous white and 
chestnut blotches on scapulars and flight feathers. Below, foreneck and 
upper breast black; a broad white gorget bdow it, succeeded by a black- 
and-chestnut band. Lower breast and flanks buffy white boldly barred 
with chestnut. Centre of abdomen, v'cnt, and under tail-coverts black. 
Sexes alike. 



X r. } 


In overhead flight paler underside of tail with contra 5 ting black abdomen 
and vent, dark-barred underparts and white breast band are leading 
pointers. 

Young (immature). Unrecorded. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmo.v and HABITAT. Resident. Uncommon. Kerala 
(mcluding Wj-naad, Nilgiri Hills); possibly also Coorg and western Mysore 
(Malnad) tliough as yet unrecorded thence. Eastern Nepal, Sikkim, northern 
West Bengal, Elast Pakistan, to eastern Assam north of Brahmaputra river; 
tcrai and up to c. 1200 m. elevation (but sec under 128 — A. 1. ^ama). 
A spccimeii (ssp?) collected in Bastar dist,, eastern Madhya IVadcsh, in 
April (JBNHS 62: 556). Rare NE. monsoon (winter) \*isitor to Ceylon in 
the low country (all zones), apparently the E. Himalayan form. Status of 
the two races insufficiently understood owing to paucity of relevant sHns 
for study (sec H. G. Dcignan 1948, Auk, 65: 85). Frequents evergreen forest 
in .the neighbourhood of clearings and wide streams, chiefly in foothills 
countr>'. 

Has the same curious wdely dhcootinuous Indo-Mala>*an distribution 
as A^da jerdoni. More material from Kerala may shoi.v that as in that 
species the resident southern population is discrete. 
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hophotss 



\ A. 1. leuphaUs; 2 A. 1. Tjfoma 

GENERAL HABITS. Mct With Singly OF in gnall (family ?) parties; large 
gatherings of up to 20 birds or so have been recorded. Somewhat crepuscular; 
more active^ in cloudy overcast w*cathcr and at dusk than during the glare 
of mid-day. Perches upright high up in the canopy of a lofty forest tree, 
unnoticed till it makes its aerial sorties afrer flying insects, returning to a 
nearby perch after each capture. Insects Jilways seized in the feet 
(efr No. 126); sometimes in the mr, sometimes picked off a leaf, the bird 
fluttering or hovering momentarily to do so. \Vhea disturbed the birds 
promptly commence to soar in circles abo\'c the tree-tops, sometimes ascend- 
ing to contiderable heights. Normal flapping flight rexmnlscent of a crow’s, 
and intemipted by short spurts of sailing. 

\'DICB and CALLS.’ A soft, quavering plainti\’c squeal or whistle, recalling 
the Pariah Kite’s; also described as a shrill gull-like mewing. 

FOOD. Chiefly lizards, frxigs, large grasshoppers, mantises, and other 
insects. Bats and small birds only occasionally. We ^ve observed an indi- 
vidual at dusk and dawn day after day flying into and criss-crossing through 
rwarms of ydlow w*agtails arriving at and lea\*ing thrir roosts in sugarcane 
Adds in Kerala, malting timid unsuccessful dashes at birds witl^ easy 
reach, but only rardy securing one. 

BREEDiNO. Seann, in NE. India April to June; in Kerala between 
February and July, mainly March/ApriL AVri, a well-made platform 
of thin sticks with the centr^ deprestion c. 20 cm. across and 5 to 10 cm. 
deep. Generally well lined with grass and fibre, overlaid with a bed of green 
lea\‘es which are rcno\*ed from time to time. Eigs, 2 or 3, like those of 
AaipiUr bc£us, broad, fine-textured and smooth o^*als, grcjtish white, 
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rarely ^s•ith specks and blotches of reddish at the broad end. Average 
of24 eggs 37*4 X 3l'l mm. (Baker). 

Both sexes participate in nest-building and incubation. Incubation period 
and share in feeding young unrecorded. 

Museum Diacnosb. distinguished from the Burmese race (A. /, r^ama) by the 
band across breast being largely intermixed with rufous and chestnut r. almost 
wholly bladt. 

measurekekts ^V^ng Bill Tarsus Tafi 

(from feathers) 

cT? 227-243 20-22 26-27 I30-I45ram. 

cotoxms OF bare parts. Iris purpIe-browTi or crimson-brown. Bill deep slaty- 
or homy-plumbeous; upper mandible tipped black, lower whitish, cere plumbeous- 
blue. Legs and feet dull plumbeous to plumbeous-blue; claws homy brown (Baker). 

smcELLANEOUS. When freshly killed, the bird ‘ has a most peculiar and 
disagreeable odour; what might be termed a regular frog-Kkc or bug-like 
smell; nor docs this wear off till the skin has been exposed to air for some 
considerable time* (W. Davison, SF 6: 24—5). 


128. Burmese Blackcrested Baza or Lizaxti Hawk. Adctda ImphoUs 
^cma (Hodgson) 

Baza Hodgson, 1836, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 5: 777 
(Lower region of Nepal) 

Baza hphoUs bvrmar.a \\\ L. Sclatcr, 1920, BulL Brit. Om. CL 41 : 31 
(Male\s‘oon, Patchan Estuary*, Tenasserim) 

Baker FBI No. 1823, VoL 5: 173 
local names. Dcakana, Daoling (Cachar). 

SIZE. Same as No. 127, Pigeon length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 
field charactters. a handsome, prominently crest^ bla^ and white 
hawk with barred imdcrparts and black belly. Differs from 127 in having 
the Upper plumage bladccr with less chestnut markings, and the breast 
band below the Vr’hitc gorget almost wholly black (without chestnut 
admixture). ^ 

Young (immature). Like adult but with more chestnut and white in 
upper plumage, 

STATUS, dbtributiok and habitat. Uncertain a nd rather confused. 
According to H. G. Dcignan [Auk, 1948, 65 : 85), the latest reviewer of this 
species, ^(sma is the breeding form of N. Burma, Assam, and the lower 
slopes of the E. Hunala)i*as west to Nepal. He considmB the breeding 
bird of Kerala, S. Burma, and N. Sz E. Th ailan d to be the nominate Uuphota. 
As Dcignan points out, how’cvcr, it is by no means certain that the Kerala- 
breeding race is in fact inseparable from that of N. Thailand, as at present 
assumed. More material from Kerala is needed to settle poinL He 
suggests that the birds found in Ceylon in winter may be migrants of the 
cast Himalav'an population (^ana). 

Like 127, inhabits evergreen forest biotope; broken plains and footliilli 
country up to c, 1000 m. elevation. 

general habits, food, voice, cic. No differences from 127 recorded. 
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MunuM Diaonoss. Dlstingubhed from nominate Uuphotu by the band across 
the breast being nearly all black v. largely intermixed with rufous and chestnuL 
KSASURZUKNTS 

VVing Bni Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

<J'9 ?21-246 20-23 25-30 130-149 mm. 

(Mcr) 

COLOURS OF OMtE .FARTS. As in the nominate race. 

1283. Andhuxutt Blackcrestod Baza. Avxceda leuphoUt andamanlca Abdulali 
& Grubh. See Appendix. 

Genus Pernis Cuvier 

Ptnas Cuvier, 1817(1816), Rigne Animal., 1 ; 322. Type, by monotypy, FaUo apivenu 
lannaeus 

Cf. Stresemann, E., 1940, Archiv. f. Naturg.: 137-93 
Distinguished from all other aedpitrine genera by having the lores, sides of head, 
forehead, and chin, covered with small scaIe*Uke feathers, with no bristles or pro* 
longed shafts. BUI weak, rather long, not much hooked; festoon small or absent. 
Cere nearly as long as rest of bill. Nostrils long, narrow, oblique; upper margin 
membranous. Wings long; Srd and 4th primaries (as.) subcqual and longest, 
5th a little shorter.'Tail moderately long; slightly rounded. Tarsus stout, shhrt, 
and feathered on the upper half in frhnt, the naked parts covered with hexagonal 
scales; toes long, covered above with bony transvene shields, all divided except 
the last two or three; daws long and slightly curved, the middle one dilated on 
the inner side. 

The genus is found in Europe and Africa to Central Asia, extending to the Malay 
Archipelago and China. 

Pernb ptilorhynchus (Tcmininck) 

Key to the Sabipedea 

Black subterminal and median bands on tail nearly as wide as paler 

bands P. p. ruficoUis 

Black subterminal and median bands on tail much narrower than paler 
bands p, p. erimUdis 


129. Siberian Honey Bnzzard. Ptmis ptilcrfynchus orwitalis Taczanowiki 

Ptmis epivorus crwtialis Tacianowsld, 1891, Fauna, Om, Sib.-Orient. pt. 1; 50 
(tn M4m. Acad. Imp. Sci. St. P^tenb. (7), 39) (Eastern Siberia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1820, Vol. 5: 168 

LOCAL HAna. As in 130. * 

SIZE. Pariah Kite length c. 68 cm. (27 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Doubtfully distinguishable in the field from Crested 
Honey Buzzard (No. 130) by its different tail pattern in which the black 
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Slenderer head and longer neck readily distinguish it from Short-toed 
Eagle wluch it resembles in overhead flight. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with considerable local 
movements depending on food supply. West Pakistan, and all India from 
c 1800 metres in the Himalayas south to Kanyakumari and Ceylon (partly 
winter viritor), cast to Assam and E. Pakistan. Inhabits deciduous and semi- 
evergreen wcll-woodcd country, hill and plain, affecting forest glades, 
groves of trees about towns, rillages and cultivation, even in semi-desert 
areas, e.g. Bahawalpur, Rajasthan, N. Gujarat 



Extralmitai East to Tonkin and Laos. Probably also SW. Yunnan 
(Peters). * Somewhat migratory * (Vaurie & Amadon, Am. Mus. Novit. 
No. 2111 — Oct/29, 1962). 

G^RAL HAsm. Usually seen singly or in pairs soaring aloft and 
areliiig on motionless brings, or perched on a tree-top; in urban and 
suburban localities invariably mobbed and chivvied by House and Jungle 
Crows, often abetted by parakeets and other birds. Normal flight with 
steady wing-beats pimctuated with occasional spurts of sailing. Numben 
gather to roost at night in groves of large leafy trees, e.g. Dalbergia, 

FOOD, ^efly honey and larvae of bees — even of the ferocious Rock 
Bee {A^ eorsata) — ■ either from combs within natural tree hollows or those 
fest^ning the br^cha. Bits of the comb arc broken off regardlea of the 
onslaugr^ of the infuriated ^cts (exact method in case of expxwcd combs 
not rerord^). If the chunk is too large and drops down, the bird descends 
to with it on the ground, digging into the cells with its bill; if of mana- 
“ c:^cd off to a perch on a bough, held imdcr foot and lorn 
wth we biU, the honey and larvae being gulped down. The dense coverinr 
of sc^e-like feathers on the lace afford adequate protection against the stings, 
but how the cj*c escapes is not clear. Stomach and crop contents of sped- 
“If comiderable quamiUcs of %vax. Whether, as in Honeyguides, 
this IS deliberately s^vallowcd, and digested, is not known. f-?rge insects, 
reptiles, mice and young birds arc also taken. One reported devouring arl 
oriole (Donald) and another attacking a blackbird enmeshed in mbl net 
(J. Panday). Alleged to rob village chickens at limes. 

voiCT and CAUi A single high-pitched screaming whistle wAemw 
uttered from a perch with crest sUghlly raised; also on the wing. Sometimes 
calls during the night (?). 

BREEDINO. Stajca, April, May, and early June over most of northern 
and pcm'nsular India; in south India apparently more birds lay in February 
than Uter. No nest actually discovered in Ceylon though copulation once 
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subtenninal and median bands are narrower than the paler (mottled grey) 
bands that separate them. This character is more noticeable in overhead 
soaring flight, but is variable and not always a reliable guide. Sexes .1^. . 
female larger . ’ 

jTATtB, DimiiBtrnoii and habitat. Uncommon srinter viator to N. India. 
Possibly more fiequent than supposed allo elsewhere in the subcondnent 
but not differentiated from ISO, q.v.; one specimen from as far south as 
Ceylon (Mannar — Phillips). 


Honey Buzzxrd, overhead view 
(Diagrammatic tketriies by L. Unbergen) 

Extraltmtal, Breeds in S. Sibdia from SW, Altai to the Amur regioo 
and the moun^iins of Hondo (Japan) ; probably also in Manchuria and N. 
China. In winter south to Burma, and S. China (Peters). 

‘Japan and northeastern Asia where it* is highly migratory* (Vaurie 
& Amadon, Am. Mus. NovxL, No. 2111, Oct. 29, 1^2). 

GENERAL HABITS, etc. Nothing specifically recorded. See 130. 


Museum Dzaonoss 




MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

<r9 

432-483 

(from fcathen) 
33^37 ■. 

47-50 

242-267 mm. 


(few 480+) 



(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As 

in ISO. 




130. Crested Honey Buzzard, Pimis ptilorhynchus rujicollis Lesson 

Ptmis rujicollis Lesson, 1830, Trait^ d’Om., Hvr. 1 : 77 
(* Patrie inconnue * « Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1819, Vol. 5: 167 
Plate 24, frg. 1 and Plate 25, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Shohutcto, MUdkoTt (Hindi) ; Modhavo (Nepal); Ttmiitidu (Tdugu); 
7>n p^rarutu (Tamil); Jen clawa (Kannada); lutalu (Verkall); Malstaceri (Mhiri); 
Kotta paranthot Ten ketichi (Malayalam); Pitjaliya (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Same as 129; Pariah Kite length c. 68 cm. (27 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Extrcmcly Variable in coloration. One of the com- 
monest phases greyish brown above with darker grey head; pale brovm 
below narrowly cross-barrcd with white. A short blackish^nuchal crest seen 
in profile when slightly raised. Underside of wings silvery grey with close 
dark barring; rounded greyish tail with broad blackish subterminal and 
median cross-bands separated by about equally broad pale ones; hut tsU 
pattern also variable. Sexes alike. 
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olnerved in January, and young ex nest being fed in May (Phillips 1953). 
Jiestf a compact platform of sticks c, 40-45 cm. in diameter and 20 cm. deep, 
the inner cup lined with a thick layer of dry leaves; rarely green ones. 
Placed in large mango, banyan, and suchlike leafy trees, or in a casuarini, 
or even date or coconut palms, from 6 Co 20 metres up. Sggi, normilly 
2, smooth-surfaced broad ovals, almost equal at both ends. Handsome 
but extremely variable in ground colour and markings; pale cream, pale 
reddish- or yellowish buff, freckled, mottled, or blotched in varying degree 
with reddish brown or chestnut-brown. Some eggs closely resemble those of 
Kestrel or Sparrow-Hawk; some arc mistakable for those of the Kite, but 
Baker points out that the inner membrane is always yellow, never green ai 
in the latter. Average size of 80 eggs 52*8 x 42*8 mm, (Baker). Both 
share in nest-building, incubation, and feeding the young. Incubation 
period about 32 days. Chick when c„ 15 days old, covered with white powder- 
puff down all over except head and neck, where itis buffy-crcam colour. ^ 
Mirscuu Diagnosis. According to Stresemann* the race rvJieoUis has ‘ ufl-wi^ 
index (length'of tail multiplied by 100 and divided by length of wing) usually ua 
65. * Wing-tip * (distance from tip of longest secondary to tip of longest pnnury/ 
usually under 110 mm.; wing length 392-460 mm. 
uzASURZMENTS (of Indian birds) 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

382-417 36-42 48-57 245-262 mm. 

Q Q 398-445 38-42 50-60 250-276 mo- 

(SA) 

OOLOUM OF DARE PART*. Iris goldcn yellow to orange-red, 
very fine golden ring round pupU; browner in young birds. BUI slaty blac » 
mandible paler (whitish) with black tip; cere blackish plumbeous. Legs 
yellow; claw* bla^ In 15-day old downy chick: Iris brown. Bill black; ceic gr'P®*' 
Legs and feet pinkish flesh-colour. . ^ 

miscellaneous. Nematode worms (Pelecitus ip.) recorded 
of toes, especially at base of claws (Silim Ali 1943, JBNHS 44: 23). 


Genus Milvus LacdpWc 

Milcus Lac6p4de, 1799, Tabl. Oil.: 4. Type, by tautonymy, Faleo »i*i**^ lJan«^ 

Hawks distinguished by their long, forked taib. BUI comparatively 
slightly curved at base, sharply rounded but distinct; cere well developCQ^^^^ 
oval, oblique nostril at its anterior edge. Wing long and pointed, rcacomg 
to tip of tail; 3rd and 4ih primaries (as.) longest Tarsus short, feathered 
hair its length, the naked lower portioa with hrostd shields in front ^ 

> Stiaoivuin. El (l9M)i lUrkwof thecana Fm*. AtM/SrJftatjutUikli.tp. 
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bdiind and at cda. Toes short, scutellate above; lateral toes unem; mode- 
rately curved; middle claw dilated on the inside. 

Represented throu^out the Old ^Vorld; within our limits by two species, one of 
whidi is of uncertain status. 


Key to the Species 

Depth of fork in tail (Le. distance outer tail-feather projects beyond 


central taH-feather) g re a ter tTran length of tarsus ......... *M, valcss 

Depth of fork lesser than length of tarsus M., ra^anr 


131. European or Red Kite. MUws rrdbus milvus (lixmaeiu) 

Falco mihas Linnaeus, 1758, S>-st. Nat, ed. 10, 1: 89 (South Sweden) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

Tfete 14, fig. 10, Plate 15. fig. 1 and Plate 17, fig. 3 

Xjocai. kaues. As for Pariah Kite. 

SIZE. Pariah Kite; length e. 61 an. (24 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Dlficrs fioiD. farniTtar Pariah Kite in being 
rusty brown overaU, wth pals: (whitish) bead, dark-streaked rust-red 
underparts, and bright rufous deeply forked taiL In overhead flight the 
reddish general coloration, pale head, black primaries (‘ splayed fingers *), 
with a prominent pale whitish patch at thor bases, pale abdomen and ven^ 
and red tail are diagnostic. Sexes alifa^ more or less abo in size. 


Mlhftn mJhtoi 



STATUS, DBTRiBtmoK and HABITAT. Uncertain. Vagrant Or xrrcgular ( ?) . 
winter vbitor. Definitely idendfied at Pung Bet, Little Rann of Kutch, c. 
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23"N., 70^E., March 1945 (Sdlim AH 1954, JBNHS 52: 393); Jasdan, 
Gujarat, March 1964 (Shivrajkumar, ibid. 61(2): 446); nhiTlcn Ig kr and 
Puri, Orissa, January' 1963, 1964 (Jayakar & Spurway, ibid. 62:301). 

' Exiralirmtal* Breeds in England (locally), Scandi^via north to iat 
61®N.; cast t<7 Russia, south to NW. AlHca, Asia Minor and Palestine; 
Canary Is. Migratory in the northern part of its range but not crossing the 
S ahar a (Peters). 

OEKERAL HABITS ctc. In Kutch a loose gathering of ov’cr 50 birds had 
assembled for scraps aroimd a shooting camp in lightly w'ooded semi-desert 
country surrounded by barroi salt desert. 

- VOICE and calls. A squealing whbtle rimilar to the Pariah Kite’s but 
shriller. 


Museum DiACKOsts. For detaUs of plumages lec Witherby 1939, 3: 86-7. 

MEASUaEMEKTS 



Wins 

bhi 

(from cere) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

central outer 

cTef 

480-500 

27-30 

58-64 

220-250 300-345 mm. 

Depth of fori 60-1 10 mm. 

99 

480-515 

— 

— 

220-260 310-365 imn. 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. iHs ambcT-ydlow; skin xtnmd eye yellow. Bill black 
at tip, yellovs' at base and cere. Legs and feet yellow (Witherby). • 

Milvus jjicrans (Boddaert) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A Head in adults whitish with black streaks Af. tTL trn^f&ns 

B Head in adults fulvous with black streaks 1 

1 Smaller; wing o' 420-475 mra., p 432-^99; white underwing patch 

inconspicuoiis M, m. goctnda 

Larger; wing o' 475-529 mm., 9 480-552; white underwing patch 
conspicuous M. m, lineatus 

132. Bla^ Kite. Milutu mgrems mgrens (Boddaert) 

Falco rngrens Boddaert, 1783, Table FL enluxn.: 28 
{restricted type locality France, epxtd Hartert, ex Daubenton, pi. 472) 

‘ Baker, FBI No. 1786, VoL 5: I2I 
Plate M, fig. 8 and Plate 15, fig. 4 

i,ocAL NAMES. Same as for Pariah Kite. 

SIZE. Pariah Kite; lengths. 61 cm. (24 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Diffcis from the Pariah Kite (No, 133) in having the 
head and neck in adults whitish (p. fulvous-brown) with black shaft streaks. 
Upperparts paler brown; underparts more rufous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRjBunoH and HABITAT. Resident (breeding) in W. Pakistan 
(Quetta, NE. Baluchbtan) ; in winter probably spreading to Sind, Kutch (?). 

ExlTclimiUtl, Breeds from Spain, S, France, Germany, and Finland 
south to NW. Africa, SE. Europe, Asia Minor, Kirghiz steppes, and NE. 
Baluchistan. Winien in N. Africa (Peters). 
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oetZRAL BABXTS etc. Same as of Pariah Kite q.v. 

Museum DiAOTfoxo. For details ofplumages tee Witherby 1939, 3:96. 

MZASURZMZim 


Wing 

BHI 

Tairm 


Tafl 


(from cere) 


central 

outer 

417-452 

24-27 

53-60 

200-235 

230-260 rnm. 




Depth of folk 20-40 mm. 

430-465 

— 

— 

— 




(Withetby) 

COLOURS OF BARB PARTI. As in Pariah Kite. 


1 33. PariaJi Kite. AfSriu mgrtmx govuida Sykes 


Milaa GovtrJa Sykes, 1832, Proc. tool. Soc. Lond.: 81 (DoHnm) 

Baker, FBI No. 1787, VoL 5: 122 
Plate 14, 7, Plate 15, fig. 3 and Plate 17, fig. 1 

LOCAL RAMES. CXol (Hmdi and Bengali) ; JTttrit (Santhali); Ji (Chamba); AfflIZa 
gddtU (Telugu); Peria peranda, Kelu parai&t (Tamil); GevSa (Mhari); 
(Sinhala); CSdlena, Mugexham (Assam); Oiakki pererJa (Mxlzysl^); Cher 
(Marathi) ; Saiun (Sind). 


sxzE. Length e. 61 cm. (24 in.). 

FIELD CHARACiEsa. A large dark fiilvous-brown hawk distinguishable 
from ah similar birds of prey by its deeply forked taD, particularly conspi- 
cuous in flight. Sous alike. 

Young (immature). Overall pale brown, speckled and streaked with 
fulvous. Head brown, streaked with pale fulvous; a white patch under eye. 

Upper plumage brown, darker tl^ 
adult, the feathers tipped or edged 
paler. Underparts brown with broad 
^riiitish or fulvous streaks. In older 
young these streaks narrower with 
black shafts. Tail more stron^y 
barred or rayed. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUnON and HABITAT. 
Resident. Common throughout both 
X «. i Faldstans, all India (plains and to r. 

2200 metres altitude in ^e Hima- 
layan and pentosular hills), Nepal, Ceylon (low coimtry Dry Zone), 
Andaman ‘Is, Affects urb^ localities and h itman habitations on thp 
countrysde, including outljing nomadic herdsmen’s encampments. 

Exiralvmial, Burma; Malaysia (otxasional). 

local uiORATTOK from heavy-rainlall loodides to drier areas observed 
before commencement of monsoon, but precise data lacking. 

cekeral habits. Gr^arious about towns and villa^s. A confirmed 
com m e n s a l of m a n, and useful and efficient scavenger, haunting the precincts 
^ slaughter-houses, fish markets, refuse dumps, harbours, and bazaars. 
Is an expert stunt flier possessing asmnuhing dzsk and manoeuvrability 
on the wing. Will s>^•oop and carry ofi* a dead rat or other titbit lying in 



die middle pf a congested thoroughfare, turning and twisting with masterly 
adroitness to avoid the tangle of overhead electric wires and the bustling 
traffic bdow. -Or one will bide his time and suddenly swoop down from 
nowhere before the picnicker’s sandwich has reached his mouth, whisk it 
neatly out of his band and decamp as suddenly as it came! Pref^ garbage 
and ofial to sharing large animal carcases with vultures. given to soaring 

on thermals and circling alofr than vultures, but large rabbles or ' armadas * 
commonly seen high up, drifting with the wind on motionless wings at 
sunset. From time to time one individual will suddenly tumble sideways 
and dive at another, the attacked one turning o\’er on his hark, 1^ and claws 
outstretched to parry the onslaught, then as soon right himself to resume the 
sailing, both birds obviously enjoying the game. Has communal xDosts in 
selected trees or groves at which large numbers — sometimes several scores 
— win flock at dusk and Indulge In much wrangling, wing-flapping, and 
wheeling in the air before settling down for the night. 

POOD. Largely omnivorous. Chiefly ofial and garbage in urbanized 
areas. When feeding nest-young, indiriduals sometimes become a serious 
menace to young ghiekwi^ and duddings in poultry runs. At this rime also 
given to carrying oCT golf balls from linfa. Saxmters about to pick up earth- 
worms on watered lawns. Winged termites awkwardly hawked in the air, 
the Insects seized in the talons and head bent down to transfer them to bilL 
Observed capturing Bouiettus Uschaiedli bats swarming out of a cave on 
disturbance during daytime; held in talons and tom up with biU in sailing 
flight. Among stomadi contents riie foUowing insects have been identified: 
C^Uotelpa efneanoy Chrotogomis sp., Brccfytiypes aehatinuSf in addition to 
remains of mice, frogs, chickens, and kitchen refuse (Mason & 

Lefioy 1912). 

VOICE and calls. Normal call, more heard at commencement of breeding 
season, a shri lly almost musical whistle «cv-iriV-r-r-r-r uttered singly or in 
quick succession 4 to 7 times from perch as wdl as on wing. In defence of 
nest an agitated * war cry * version of same, ewe^wiwirT, while frantically 
diving at intruder. During copulation a series of six to ten ezched squeals 
(uttered by female?) rmng in crescendo and ending abruptly on completion 
of act. * 

brzedino. Season prolonged, varying with latitude and locality; in 
the Himalayas March to hfey; in the Peninsula mainly between September 
and April; in Ceylon Decemb^ to May. J^est, an untidy platform of sticks, 
iron wire, rags, tow, and rubbish of every description. Placed 7 to 14 metres 
up in a forking tru^ or crotch of branches of large trees — neem (Melia), 
banyan or peepul (i^imr), tamarind {Te m ar in dus), shisham (Datiergia), 
mango {Mangifera) or other, commonly near human habitations. Oftm 
in the head of a palm (Cocos or Boresstis). Eggs, 2 or 3, rarely 4, broad 
ovals almost equal at both ends. Very variable in coloration and markingi; 
usually greyish-, greenish-, or pinkisb white, with blotches, smears, or 
freckles of blackish brown, reddish bro\wi, purplish, or blood red. Average 
size of 200 eggs 52-7 x 42-7 mm. (Baker). Both sexes participate in nest- 
building, incubation and nest-feeding. Incubation period unrecorded. To 
copulate^ the male alights directly from the air on the female’s back in 
resp o nse to her peculiar squealing invitation, flapping his wings to steady 
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The length of the prc-incuhation copulatory period (m one case 
13 September to 21 January and then decrcaringly on till 24 Fcbtuaiy), 
and tlic daDy firequcnc)’ of copulation (five to seven times in th^ caily 
stages) is astonishing. (For details see Salim AU 1926, JBNHS 31 1 524-6.) 
Museum Diackoss 


MEAsxnu:uE>rrs . 

Wing BUI 

(from fcaihenl 
420-475 32-36 

9 9 432-499 — 

Six recent specimens give: 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

3 cTc? 426-452 35*5-38 51 (1) 

3 9 9 418-458 37-38*5 53 (1) 


Taisia 


49-58 


TaU 

250-289 n 


(Baker) 

Tail 

central outer 

213-224 246-284 mm. 

Depth of fork 33-63 mro. 
217-227 244-290 mm. 

Depth of fork 27-42 Jam. 

(SA) 

cere, gape and extreme base of 
feet pale yellow; in young birds 


cowuRS OF BARE PARTS. Iris broWiTi. BUI block; 
lONvxr mandible yellow or greenish ycUoiv. Legs and 
greenish yellow. Clai\'S black. 

134. BUckeasred or lArge Indian Kite. Milmu (rmgranjy lineatus (Gray) 
J.E. Gray, 1831, in Hardw)cke.IU. Ind. Zool., 1(8): l,pl> 18 (Quna) 
!?SS, Vd. Sc 

Plate 14, fig, 9 and Plate 15, fig- 2 
LOCAL NASfEs. Same as for No. 133. 
nzE. Pariah Kite, sUghtly + ; length r. 66 cm. (26 in.). 
mxD CHARACTERS. In Overhead flight distinguishable from Pari^di Kite 
oy larger size and a conspicuous white buzzard-Iikc undenving patch (lower 
wing-coverts) ■which is only dimly indicated in govtnda. At rest, larger size 
and somewhat paler underparts, ^vithout rufous tinge, are suggestive 
pointers. Sexes alike, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Bfccds in Ladakh and N. Kashmir, 
and possibly throughout the Himala>'as, betivcen c. 1500 and 4500 m. alt. 
Observed in Nep<il at c. 5330 m. in May and collected at c. 4260 m. in July 
(Bisi>^). Breeds also in the higher hill ranges of Assam south of the Brahma- 
putra {vide Baker). Winter \’isitor ip small numbers to ^V. Pakistan and 
northern and peninsular India south at least to about lat. 18°N. in the 
Deccan (Maharashtra, Andhra). 

ExtrolirmUtl. *Brcc^ in W. Siberia Iram about lat. 58®N. cast to Trans- 
baikalia and Japan, south to Transcaspia, Turkestan, and N. China. 
Winters south to N. India, Burma, Indochina, and Hainan* (Peters). 

MIGRATION. No ringing data, Frank Ludlow {Ibis 1937: 493) ^vimessed 
a spectacular migration in Bhutan on 5 Septemb^. A continuous stream of 

* Brackets zs used by Stresenmtm in revised edition of Vol. 1 of Peters’s Ottcklut. For 
explanation see Stresemann, E (1959): ’Die Gliederuog der Seblangenadler-Gattung 
SpUorais’ VttrUtjohruthnfl Gtulbehajt in 104: 208-13, 
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these kites was coming from thc,north down the Kuru Chu Gorge to Bhutan 
not in dense-formation but a long-drawn line of 3 or 4 birds follot^td at 
intcn’als of a himdrcd metres or so by 3 or 4 more, and so on, Seitral 
hundreds of birds must have passed the observer thus during the half-hour 
he was watching, and the stream “was continuing when he left. 

CRNERAL HABITS ctc. Not appreciably diflerent from Pariah lule’i 
but both in its residential area and winter quarters more of a mountain 
bird, less commensal \rith man and less of a mimicipal scavenger. 

BREEDING. Scosonj in Kashmir March/April ; in Ladakh and the 
Himala^'as April/hfay; in the Assam hills February to early April. In 
Kashmir Whistler found some nests in mulberry and poplar trees at moderate 
heights; Osmaston in huge chenars c. 20 to 30 metres up. A'Vrf, of sticks 
lined with iv'ool, hair, rags, etc. — not different from Pariah Kite’s per- 

haps with less sophisticated rubbish admixed than in urban localities. 
Eggs, 2 or 3, like the Pariah’s in coloration and \rith the same range of 
variations; slightly larger. Average size of 100 eggs 57*3 X 45*2 mm.' 
(Baker). Apparently both sexes share all the domestic chores, though as )tl 
male’s share proven only in incubation. Incubation period unrecorded.. 

Museum Diagnosis 


^fEASUREUENTS 


99 


Wing 

475-529 

480-552 


Bill 

(from frathers) 
34-37 


Tanus 

52-62 


Tail 

288-345 nun. 
(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARR PARTS. As in PaHoh Kite. Legs and feet sometimes nearlf 
white. 

Genus Haliastur Selby 

Haliastur Selby, 1840, Cat. Gen. Subgen. Types Aves: 2 (note), 3. T>pc, by originil 
designation, Haliastur pondieerianus Felco sndus Boddaert 

Bill fairly large, compressed, slightly curved near base, sharply so at tip; festoon 
on cutting edge of upper mandible small but distinct. Nostrils almost round tod 
oblique. Wings very long, extending to or beyond tip of tail; 4lh primary (as.) 
longest; first about equal to tn-o-thirds length of 4th. Tail moderately long, ilfghlly 
rounded. Tarsi short and feathered above; the naked portion with broad traim'erw 
scutes in front and on toes, elsewhere with hexagonal scales, small at sides l&rgt 
behind, where in young birds they form broad scutes; soles furnished with tiny 
prickly scales; outer toe longer than inner; claws curved, moderately strong. 

The genus contains two species found throughout the Oriental and Australian 
regions, one of which occurs within Indian limits. 

135. Braluniny Kite. Haliastur indus indus (Boddaert) 

Falco Indus Boddaert, 1783, Table PI. cnlum. ;25 
(Pondicherry er Daubenton, pi. 416 and Buffon 1:490) 

Baker. FBI No. 1 784, Vol. 5? US 
Pfate i4, fig. 11, Plate 17, fig, 2 and Plate 25, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Brohmini ektel, Stmkar chetl, Dholia chetl, Roo nuMdlk (Kindi); 
Shankha chut (Bengal); Kthe (Santhali); Kktmankm (Sanskrit); Cdrvde (Ktaatdi); 
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Cinda laico, Gdruda mantoru (Tclugu); Sent partmdu, Krishna parunthu (Tamil); 
Shmberid (Yerkali); Ranga cheelani (Assam); Garuden, Krishna parundu (Malay'alam); 
Filjo, Rulta okdb (Sind); Ukussa (Sinhala). 

SIZE, Pariah Kite — ; length c. 48 cm, (19 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A handsomc rusty red or deep chestnut hawk with 
white head, neck, upper back, and breast, and brown abdomen. Under 
aspect of wings in overhead ifight greyish with a cinnamon tinge; black 
at tips (primaries). Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Brown, rather like Pariah Kite but always distin- 
guishable by rounded (not forked) tail. Sometimes with ivhitish patches on 
undenving, confusingly like buzzard {BuUo). 

STATUS, DESTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident — with some local seasonal 
movements governed by monsoon and water conditions — . throughout 
India (up to c, 1800 m. in the Himalayas), both Pakistans (except Balu- 
chistan and NWF. Province), Nepal (tcrai to c. 1400 m. alt.), CcyloQ (low 
country Dry and Wet zones), Andaman Is. Affects w'ell-^vatc^ed localities 
inland, and sea coast 

Extralimtal, Burma east to S. China, south to Tenasaerim, N. Thailand, 
central Vietnam. 

OENERAZ. HABITS. A ^vatCT-loviiig haw'k, haunting the vicinity of tidal 
creeks, fishing villages, docks, and harbours on the seaboard, and dammed 
reservoirs, rivers, jhecls, inundated rice-fields, and flooded areas inland. 
Occarional pairs become parasitic on man like the Pariah Kite, scavenging 
about towns and villages far from any large body of ^vatcr. Of compara- 
tively timid disposition and largely subjected to piracy by kites and crows 
in seaports. Swoops to pick up in its talons floating jetsam or small ©ff 
the surface, often commencing to demolish them in flight. Ha^ been 
frequently observed to flop down on the water in the attempt, riding 
buo^*antly even on a choppy sea, and taking off again without efibrt. 

' FOOD. Fish (chiefly dead or near the surface, or stranded high and dry 
by receding flood) including mud-skipj>crs {Pcriophthalmus); frogs^ 
and strand crabs {Paratetphma spp., O^pode viacroeera), lizards, small snakes, 
garbage thrown oi'crbomd from ships in harbour, cringed termites h^^vked 
in the air, orthopterous insects fleeing from fired grassland, young chicks 
of poultry, sickly birds (once Alcedo atlhis); rarely also carrion in company 
with vultures. Among stomach contents the following insects have been 
identified; Sehizodae^las monstrosus, Crjlhtalpa ajneena, Uogtjllus bima^latus 
BrochjitT^s echatinus, AtTaclomorpha crenulata, Chrotogonus spp., in addition to 
remains of small birds, mice, frogs and lizards (Mason & Lefroy 1912), 
One caught a living garfish from surface of water ivith the action of 3 sea 
eagle; another seen attaddng a hare (W. F. Sinclair). 

VOICE and calls, A harsh wheezy squeal. When swooping to drive off 
intruding crow rlc, from proximity of nest, a louder, agitated and bellicose 
vertion of the same. 

BREEnLNQ. Stoson, o\*cr the subcontinent as a whole during tht cold 
weather, bctivcen December ai.d March/April, %'ar>’ing locally; in C;:cyIon 
December to May. AV/t, a rough untidy structure c. 30-60 cm. across and 
up to r. 20 cm. deep, lined witli miscellaneous rubbish — ss*ool, ragj, bits 
of skin, tow', etc. — sometimes with green leaves. Plated r. 6 to 15 m. up in 
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a large banyan or pcepul {Fieus), tamarind, neem, casuarina, or other tre^ 
or in the head of coconut pahn, preferably near ivater, often vdthia 01 
dose to a ■village; rarely on a mined building. Eggs, normally 2, sometimfl 
3, rarely 4, grc>'ish white, feebly speckled and blotched with pale ding)' 
reddish brown —• poorly marked replicaa of Pariah Kite eggs; sariablL 
Average size of 300 eggs 50*7 .X 40*2 mm. (Baker). 

Both sexes share in nest-building, incubation^, and feeding the 
Incubation period 'about 26/27 days. 

Museum Dzagnoooi. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. du 
measurements Wing BUI Tarsus T»3 

(frum skull) 

359-394 34-38 51-59 186-207 toss. 

V 9 379-403 35-38 51-59 189-205 rasa. 

(SA) 

Wright 10 cT 9 520-700 gm. (BNHS). ^ j Kn oiler 

COLOURS OF BARS PARTS. Iris browu, BUI bluish homy, culmen ana ° P J~ ' 
sometimes ^Tllowish; cere yellow (bimsh in young). I-cgs and feel dull yellow, 
yellow, or greenish yellow. 


Genus Accipiter Brisson 

Bricoil, 1 760, Oro., 1 : 28. 6:310. Type, by tautonjm)’, - 

Falco msus IJnnsem , -irffon. 

Asbir LacdpWc, 1799, Tabl. Ois.: 4. Typ^ by subsequent designslion, Vigon, 
lB24,Fafrn palumberita Linnaeus *=> F. gentilis Linnaeus _ 

Bill short, powerful, curving sharply from cere and with a v.-cU-pronotin 
Nostrils large, os-al, horizontal, thinly covered with bristles. ^Ving3 short, 

3rd, 4th, or 5th primary (as.) longest, or all three subequal. Tail long, ^ 
beyond wing tips, rather graduated. Tarsus long, thin, unfeathered, ^ 

front and behind, reticulated on sides. Toes powerful; middle toe ex 
lateral ones in length, greatly so in some spedcs. Claws well cuDitd, unequ » 
claw very large, about equal to that on bind toe. 

Genus cosmopolitan; represented by six species within our limits. 


Key to the Species 

A Small but distinct nuchal crest 

B No definite crest..*.... 

1 Middle toe without claw considerably longer than outer toe 

daw *““*',’** ■**** )> 

Middle toe without claw about as long as outer toe with claw. • * 

a BIackmcsialthroat-stripcabscnt;swing(J'202-2!9mm., 9 2 jij 

Black mesia^ throat-stripe generally present; wing ^ ^ 1*^ 

mm., g 182-210 mm 

b Third primary longest .••A- ^ 

Fourth or fifth primary longest ^ 

> Male's partidpaiion needs confirming. Leslie Brown (penond 
* ProbaWy only the female incubates, which is fed on the nest by tb« 
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I Larger; wing (J' 290-324 mnu, 9 353-362 mm A.gentiOs 233 

Smaller; wing 168-206 mm,, 9 180-226 mm 

A. badita 235 

136. Eastern Gosbawk. Accipiter gentilu schvedowi (Mcnzbier) 

Asfur palumiarius schpcdawi McnzhleTf 1882, Om. Geogr. Eur. Russl.: 439 
(Transbaikalia) 

Raker, FBI No. 1801, Vol. 5: 146 
Plate 22, &g. 10 and Plate 23, fig. 11 

local names. Jarra <J’, Baaz 9 (Hindi); (J’, Shdhbaz 9 (Sind). 

SEE. Pariah Kite • length ^ c, 50 cm. (20 in.), 9 c. 61 cm. (24 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, 

Adult, Like a huge Shikra in shape and general aspect, with lon^h 
tail and short rounded wings. Above, dark grey, darker on crown, nape, 
sides of head and neck; edge of forehead and supcrcilium ^vhite. Below, 
white, cross-barred with black — na^ro^vly on body, broadly on tail. 

In overhead soaring flight the dose-barred body and broad rounded 
\sdngs, and longish fanned tail with 3 (or 4) black bands (subterminal 
broadest) arc suggestive pointers. Sexes alike; female larger. 

Young (immature). Above, light brown, the feathers edged or tipped 
bufiy white; the markings broader on crown, nape, and hindneck. Tail 
mottled brown \sTth 4 or 5 broad blackish bands. Below, buff or pale rufous, 
boldly streaked wth blackish ov'al spots or drops; not barred. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Breeds sparingly in the N\V. Hima- 
layas above c. 2400 m. altitude; possibly also in high Garh%N‘aI and east^vard. 
Chiefly a rare winter visitor to N. India and the lower Himalayas, from 
Kashmir to Sikkim and Assam. Vagrant in W. Pakistan (Sind, Bahawalpur), 
and Gujarat (Saurashtra). Affects Himalayan forests of oak {Quercus), 
spruce (Picea), silver fir {Abies), etc, 

ExtralimitaL Central Asia from Barnaul and Krasnoyarsk to Yakutsk 
and the Aldan river, south to the Tien Shan and Altai mountains and the 
Amur river (Peters). 

GENERAL HABiTsJ" Like the Shikra and other ‘ true ‘ hawks {Accipiter) 
and hawk-eagles, hunts from an ambush up in the branches of some thickly 
foliaged tree, poimcing on its prey before it has realized the danger. If 
unsuccessful will pursue the quarry for distances up to several hundred 
metres before striking or abandoning the chase. If disturbed in its vigil, 
drops down from tlic perch and flies low and fast srith rapid wing-beats 
close to the ground, shootii^ steeply up into the branches of another tree 
some distance a\s’ay. In the High Himalayas above the tree-line uses rocks 
as look-out posts whence to pounce on snow partridges etc. coming out to 
feed in open ground. Often seen late morning or early afternoon soaring 
and circling at great heights, tail partly fanned, wings outspread and 
motionless. 

Highly prized by falconers, and was in great demand when falconry was 
more popular in W. Pakistan and India. The more powerful female was 
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trained to strike hares, houbara bustards, ducks, herons, and other lai^ 
birds. (For methods of catching goshawks in the Punjab see Donald, C.H., 
1920, JBNHS 27: 133^.) 

FOOD. Birds and small mammals, such as pheasant, partridges, pigeon 
and hares. 

voiffi and calls. Unrecorded in India. Elsewhere a short squeal or 
scream like a buzzard’s, a chattering giak, giak, giak, and others have been 
described. 

BREEDING. Possibly ncsts less rarely in the higher N\V, Himalayas than 
the paucity of records would indicate. According to Baker the only authentic 
one is Whymper’s of a nest containing fivo young birds in Ga^h^^’al in March, 
though the altitude g^ven as * under 3000 ft. * (under c. 1000 metres) would 
seem imusual. The only eggs kno>%’n are fivo (hard-set) taken by Hume’s 
Indian collector from a nest about 40 ft. up in a deodar tree in * Bussahir * 
(Bashahr), c. 2700 m. altitude, on 15 April. The female parent was pro- 
duced with the eggs to confirm identification. They were broad ovals, 
greyish white, one mottled and spotted with faint brown stains (possibly 
not natural). They measured ‘2*2 Xl'78and2'l X 1* 7 inches ’(= 55*9 
X 45*2 and 53*3 x 43*2 mm.) — Baker. 

Share of the sexes in nesting activities, incubation period, etc, unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. No definite crest. 4th primary (as.) longest. (For detailed 
description of plumages etc. sec ^Vithe^by 1939, 3:75-7 for the western (nominate) 
race which differs only in being slightly larger and paler, with the upperparts 
more bro\s'n less grey.] 

MEASUREMENTS Wing o'O' 290-323; 9 9 353-362 (Baker). An ad. (Ji from 
Sikkim has wing 324 mm. (Meincrlzhagen). 

Bill (from feathers) 21-24; tarsus 70-78; tail 210-230 mm. (for A. g. gmtilis — 
Witherby). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris, Varying with age, lemon- or golden yellow to red 
(in old birds). Bill dark plumbeous slate, paler at base and often yellow at gape; 
cere yellow, greenUb above. Legs and feet yellow; claua black, 

Accipxter badius (Gmclin) 

Key to the Sobspecies 

Page 

A Tail of adult with more than one dark subterminal band and of the 


young with more than three cross-bands of dark hues. 1 

B Tail of adult with no bars except the subterminal band; yoimgmthonly 
three bands 2 

1 Underpans ^•e^y richly barred with rufous A.b. pdiopsts 237 

Underparts less richly barred with rufous; rufous nuchal collar well 
marked ...a 

a Paler above A, b. cenehrvida 235 

Darker above I 

I Generally smaller, more grey above A- b. badius 237 

Generally larger, more ashy above dussvmim 235 

2 Breast rufous, wing under 190 mm A. b, butleri 238 

Breast pale grey, wing over 190 mm, A.b. obsoUtvs 239 
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137. Central Asian Shilcra* AccipiUr badius cenchroides (Severtzov) 

Aitur eenehroida Sevenrov, 1873, Bull. Imp. Soc. Friends Nat Sci.> Antfar. and 
Ethnogr. Moscow, 8 (2): 113 ( Auljeata and Chimkent, Russian Turkestan. Restricted 
to the lower Syr-Darya by Heptner & Staebanov) 

Baker, FBI No. 1804, Vol. 5: 150 

LOCAL HAUca. SUha V , Chipka o’ (Hindi). 

SEE. House Crow — ; length o’ 31 cm* (12-13 in.), 9 c. 36 cm. 
(14 in.), 

FELD CHARACTERS. Doubtfully recognizable from Indian Shikra (q.v.) ; 
somewhat larger and paler. 

Adult also more browm less grey above and with the barring on under- 
parts paler and extending to thigh coverts and vent. Sexes alike; female 
larger. 

Young (immature). As in the Indian form (No, 138). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident in W. Pakistan (breeding 
in Baluchistan, NWF. Province, upper Sind ( ?) ) extending, at least in 
winter, to lower Sind, Bahawalpur, Punjab, but status here uncertain. 

ExlralimitaL E. Iran, Afghanistan, Russian Turkestan. {‘Syr-Darya 
Valley, W. Tlcn Shan, Ferghana * — Peters.) 

GENERAL HABITS, ctc. Same as No. 138, 

BREEDLVO. Recorded in NWF. Province and Baluchistan beween 
March and June. Nest and eggs as in Indian Shikra (q.v.). Average size of 
30 eggs 40-4 X 31-3 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. In the species A. badius the second primary (as.) is longer 
than sixth. For details of plumages and structure of .4. i. aachnida see Hartert 
1912-21, V6g. pal. Fauna, 2: 1158-9. 

SIEASURESIE.VIS Wing BiH Tarsus Tail 

(from cere) 

d’d’ 185-197 12-13 45-46 c. 150-160 mm. 

" 9 9 210-222 180-192 mm. 

Middle toe without claw: (Ji under 30 mm.; S 31-35 mm. (Hartert). 

COLOURS OF B\RE FARTS. As in No. 138. 

138. Indian Shikra. Accipiter badius dusswnien (Tcmminck) 

FcU(! dussumini Tcmminck, 1824, PI. Col. Uvr. 52, text to pi. 308 (adult), pi. 336 
(immature). Undia, type from Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1803. Vol. 5: 149 

1^>CAL NAMES. Skiha 9, Ckipu or Cheepdk c? (Hindi and Marathi); Shikre 
(Bengal); Kuthia o*, Ttmna. 9 (Nepal); Tinghyi (Lcpcha); U-ckam (Sikkim). 

SEE. House Crow — ; length o’ c. 31, 9 36 cm. (12-14 in-). 

held CHARACTERS. A Small, shoit and rounded-winged ha%vk with a 
longish multibandcd (4 or 5} tail. 

Adult. Above ashy bluc-grcy. Below, white closely barred with rusty 
brown, especially on breast. A median grey stripe on throat. Sexes more or 
less alike; female larger and dark smoky brown washed with grey above. 

Difficult to distinguish in the field from migratory Sparrow-Hawk (147) 
but is somewhat paler in colorarion, with stouter legs and shorter toes. 
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Young (immature). Above, dark brown; tail with more bars (5-7). 
Below, white with broad brown vertical streaks and spots. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Sind {?), West Pakistan, 
Nepal (dun and Valley), all India excepting Kerala and Assam (where 
replaced by other races, qq.v.), up to e. 1400 metres altitude in the Himalayas. 
Affects open wooded biotope, hill ^and plain, and the environs of villages 
and cultivation. 

GENERAL HABITS. Uscs the Same surprise tactics in its hunting as the 
Goshawk, pouncing on unsuspecting quarry from its ambush up in a leafy 
tree. Sometimes stampedes small birds out of a thicket, selecting one from 
the flock, chasing it with speed and determination till struck. Normal flight 
swift, attained by rapid wing-strokes and punctuated with glides, the bird 
sweeping steeply up to alight on a branch, its progress through the trees 
often heralded by ‘ Ware hawk! * alarm-calls of squirrels and small birds. 
Much given to soaring on thermals and circling high up in the heavens, 
particularly during breeding season when also a pair will indulge in noisy 
and spectacular aerobatics, spiralling upwards, tumbling, and stooping 
at each other. At times during this season assumes a peculiar hovering flight: 
wings slightly bent and held above level of back, and flapped very slowly 
and deliberately. Possesses great pluck and dash; in heyday of falconry was 
commonly trained to strike quails, partridges, and crows, and even such 
large birds as young peafowl. 

FOOD. All living animals of manageable size recorded: mammals (field 
rats and mice, striped squirrels), birds (sparrow, mj-na, babbler, quailj 
dove, black and racket-tailed drongo), lizards {Calotes versicolor, Mabuya 
carinata, Hemxdactylus sp., LygosoTna sp.), frogs, locusts, grasshoppers, mandscs, 
dragonflies, flying termites, etc. The following insects specifically identified 
among stomach contents: Chrotogonus sp., Gryllodes melanocephalus, Schizo- 
dactylus monslrosus, Ciyllotalpa africena, Brachjtrypes cchalinus, and geometrid 
caterpillars (^fason & Lefroy 1912). Obscrv’cd walking about picking 
winged termites emerging from rain-sodden ground alongside bulbuls and 
jungle babblers. Individuals often become confirmed chicken-lifters and 
then a serious menace !t» poultry-keepers. 

VOICE and calls. Normal calls a loud, harsh, and challenging, tUu-titu 
very like black drongo’s, and long-drawTi screams rendered by G. M. Henry as 
ihe^a, iheeya, etc. During breeding season, in the aerial courtship display 
as well as when perched, a nois>' sharp double note ti-tid constantly repeated. 

BREEDING. Seoson, ovcrall March to June, var^'ing locally in different 
parts of the country; perhaps April and May most general. d\'est, untidy 
crow-Iikc structure of twigs lined vriih grass and roots, c. 30 cm. across and 
c. 10 cm. deep. Placed 7 to 15 metres up in a leafy mango, neem, tamarind, 
or other tree, or at the base of leaf .stalks in a palmyra [Borassus) palm. 
Eggs, 3 or 4, rarely 5, pale bluish grey, sometimes finely stippled with 
blackish at the larger end, and blotched with pale grey or lavender. Average 
size of 100 eggs 38*8 X 31 • 1 mm. (Baker), ^ih sexes share nest-building 
(twigs carried in feet) and feeding the young. Male s part in incubation 
uncertain. Incubation period 18-21 daj-s. 

Museum Diacscjsis. Smaller and purer grey on upperparts than A. b. enchroidesi 
larger and more ashy above than A. b. badius, vith the rufous barring below paler. 
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sH tssss Tsijtcl to ^roLi raristxe; tbeir graidml ayyf 

i::tiL^ ' a:?-?rion pre d adg S ting cf d £ s lts rscsJ bocadsrig. 

*iAScmcr?r3 ^Scrg B21 Tiszxa Tail 

(fTO*fc£I) 

176-205 18-21 5CU54 137-166 nirn. 

9 9 2aV-222 21-23 51-55 iSUlT^ir-^ 

(S-V 

W'toAi 4 o’ o’ 124-155 {XT. 135). 5 9 9 17TJ-233 (zr. IK) gra- (EXHS). 

cotocsa or east Txrrx. Iris gcSdo cr crangT^T^k^r. EHI slttr Hce, bltck 
at tip, pals’ at base, yeilj^gh ca S^pe; csr tc^t yeSin*’ to dc^ garage. Legs atsd 
fat TtScw; daw* VjttL. 


IS 9 . CcTlon SMkrsu hc^ss to£si (Gtada) 

Fda fttsa G=s£ 2 , ITSo, Srjt. NiL, I(I):rSQ (Ccvfa:) 

Baler. FBI No. 1602 , VcL 5: 147 
Ffaie 22 . fig. 4 and Plate 23 , fig. 5 

LOCAZ. tcoea. iTcJ^ c Lim, /Tsraila (Sin>.a!a) ; ( 5 Ca 2 a«^ 

yalas); dfgr (TcJogo); Icutt: (Tar= 2 ). 
rsr_ Hcnsa Crcrvr — ; kagtii c. 30-34 cm. (c. 12-13 in-). 

T TTTo csAStACisJts, Sligiiily srsalltr than Indian Shifa (o-v.), i^ith 
cpp er parts more grey, less ashy. Female and rmmatcre as in above. 

STATI 3 , ESTSirsrTmx and habi- 
tat. Residgat. Cesdon (common 
in all rones np to c, 1800 m.); 
Kerala (km* country and up to at 
least c. 1500 m. deration). AEects 
opca decidtJous biotope. Groves 
near villages etc. 

cs-MJ LAi. HABTTs ctc. Same as 
Indian Shifcra. 

Esrznrro, &erre, January to 
Acril/May. .Verf and ,^;jr as in the Indian fenn. Average size of 18 cgp 
S 3-0 X 31-8 mm. (Bate). 

Messot DiA c yco. SmaBsr sad dauaedy darter abeve than ^ A. i. dxsjrrdW; 
deter bar r ed tridi d arte r mfaa bdew, bai - Iag ccly c arro w white Eaa ber w een 
&e bar*. Kesala ted* la rgdy c te rm ednte berweea Igifrra and Cey fa cese races. 
wrwr.'xoGTO y,-j^ 321 Tersm 

(fan iteTI) 

o^c' 170 -IS 2 19-21 50-54 

9 9 166-206 22-23 — 

cczjCCz* 07 BAXz PATTI. As xo the Tridian fcm. 


Tel 


128-154 cm. 
145-161 mn. 
(SA) 



X «. I 


140 . Buiiiiese SHkr*- Ms^Urr lo£ss pc&^szs (Hume) 
StxzTszoa p£spAs Hira^ 1874, Susy Feathers, 2: 325 (Northern Pegu) 
Rater. FBI No. 1605 . VcL 5 : ISI 
(OCAS. RAn. 3liSrs am; (Arcm). 
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■rrm House Gow — length o' c. 31 cm., 9 S 6 cm. ( 12-14 in.}. 

Tcm CSAT-Acma. Like IntSan Shitra (q.v.) but darker. 

STATUS, rantiBUTTOx and h-^ettat. Resident. .Assam, Bangladesh (plans 
and op to c. 900 m. alutude). 

Estrs^hroixL Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula, cast thret^ the 
Indochinese cotmtries to Hainan and Formosa, 

GSiTRAi. KAETTS ctc- As in Indian Shikra, 

BStEEDixs- Srerre, April-May. Sesi and .^gr, as in the Indian fcm::. 
Average sire cf 2 S eggs 39*0 X 31 -S mm. (Baker). 

Mtarrx Diacrcss. .As dart a the Ccyicn race above, with crown sad cf 
hrrid a ptser grey. Uederparts much mere riddy a.ed ticadly barred with refaj 
any ether race. Female and immature diSer Crem adult in way « i- 
other races. 

SCASCTSaiEXTS 

\Vhzs Bm 

(faea feidicn) 

o’O' 186-203 19^1 tern. 

9 9 221-226 20-22 mm. 

(Eater) 

coeousa cr R<oti pasts. As in the Indian fats. 


141 . Car Nicobar SHfcra- fedhu hrffai (Gurney) 

ifirm fafai G urn e y , ISSS, BuH. Brit. Dm, C3., 7: 27 (Car Nk^ar Hraf) 
Eater, FBI No. IK6, V'oL 5: I5I 
Platt 22, fig. 7 and Plate 23, fig. 8 

LOCAL KAX 2 - (Chr Nicobar), 

*rTTL House Crow — ; length 9 c. 50 cm. (12 in.). 

T miD CHARACTERS, 

Male (adult). like Indian Shikra (q.v.), but s-ery small and 
more richly coloured, and with only a single rubtermmal bla^'hand b 
ta 3 . 

Female and Young (immature). Much more rufous-chestnu: and 
richly coloured ev'erywhere than other races. * A'oung birds on the vrbg 
lookhag as red as, or redder than kestrels * (Butler, A. L-, IE 99 , JBNH 5 
12 : 6 S 6 ). - 

sTATts, DSTRisirnox and hasitat. Resident (endemic ?). So fir known 
only fiom Car Nicobar, Nicobar Islands. Camorta (?). 

CLX ZRAi. HABITS ctc. Nothing specifically recorded excep t that * young 
birds have a tridc of fluttering on a bough exactly like a brdkea-leggcd bird, 
probably a trick pr a cti s ed when they are just out of the nest to first cash 
the eye of the old bird brmging food ’ (Butler, loc. dt). 

BSZBUixc. Unknown. Butler found a nest (Fcbitary ?) just ctm^cd 
and apparently about to be laid in, c. 1 3 metres up at the end of a hcrbcntal 
Ftaa bianch- 

Mtsso* IX^cxoss. Male bright grey abc^•r. brightest on crown and cf 
bead and c«k; the latter witbcct reddish fleekxr.g oc sides. Qaa grtrysh ertaa 
widj meiSaa s trip e ctsdrte. Inner w-eb< of primaries unbarred ; under wbg^sneo 
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pure wHte. 5 th primary (as.) equal to cr s c m iew h at kerger than 4 ih (est^s cthe? 
lac es). — - H a r tert. 
scLASuzzacam 

EEI Tarros Ta 3 

(famgape) 

22, 22 45 (I) 140 (I) mm- (Butler) 

— 43 132 mm. (Eikw) 

COLCCM 07 EARS PARTS. Iris br ^ t crai^e. Bill pale Huhh bemy; tip dusky; 
cme pale greesi s h . Feet ydlcw (Bctler). EHl bri gh t bimsh (Hartmt), 


^ CO 
9 




163,173 

180 


142. Kgtrftal STriTcra. rimfahr te£xs cissletss (Richmond) 

rimr Rxhn ceid, 1902, Proc. UJS. Nat. Mus., 25: 306 (Katehil Island) 

EsVer. FBI Nol IEC'7, Vol. 5: 152 

LOCAL XAVTS. Unreecrded- 

sizt. House Crow — ; length e. 33-34 cttl. (c. 13-14 in.). 

riELD CKAiLACiLKS. Rtchlv cclouTcd above like A. F. falfai, also with z 
tingle rjbtenninal black band in tall- Somewhat larger. 

STATUS, omruscTtox and haeitat. Residem (endemic ?). So fir known 
KJly fr om Katchal Island, Nicobars. 

CENBKAi. HABITS ctc. Unrecorded. 

ERrratNC. Unrecorded. 

NIcsrrw DtACxosa. IKSers from A. f . frcW in b rin g paler ca cape «nd side cf 
bead; also ta the briisrbet white supercsliary Eae, and white fora and threat. 
Underpira reembibg 4. t. frdrf in pattern but the re d dkh c^our ca breast 
al mcnt carirriy aSrat (RSchmsad'. 

vzAsvTzycT'm. IMng IK; cidmea 21 * 5 ; tarsus 52 ; ta 3 157 r— t, (Abbott), 

ccaouio or part p.arts. Iris dart crimsoc; cyeEds greenish- Bill «t 

rip, kcsn*blue at ba s e ; cere greenish. Feet yrilcw (Abbott). 


143. HorsEeliT* or CWn e tr GodawR. Az^.'jr sdxrj^ (Horsfirid) 

J5f£3rK£f HonSdd, IE2I, Tram. Lbm Soc. Lcadoo. 13: 137 rjsral 
E2i«-. FBI No. IE03, Vd. S: 153 
Fine IS. 65. 6 »r£ Flite 13. fij. 6 

LOCAL XASgs. Utarcorded- 

rrrr Housc Ctow — ; length r. 30 cm. (r. 12 im). 

rmo CHATACTTSS- 

Adult. like the Shikra but slaty to ashy black abo^'C, widi tidm of 
head and neck ashygrry; throat buffy white streaked with grey. Scapulars 
and terriaries with bro^ white bars c»r patches. Brirm, breast and Pjnirx 
variably ringed with %inous or pale ferruginous, paling to white cn abdomen 
and ^xnt. 

In o^'crhcad Sight reddish breast, barred tail, and buff lining to brtxtd 
rounded wings suggesrisx. Orar^e cere promirtent, 


Young (enmature). Resembles iinmattire vL fasSsr but is dirkcr ahcTt, 

especially on head (brtnmhh slate), with broadly streaked er spocsd 
underparts, and rufous-barred ifinks- 
STATT 3 , DSTSUsmox and HABITAT. Uncertain. * Common * (wmtsr ?) 
on Katchal I. and the Great and little Nicobar Is, (Abbott & Ecdm 
Klees). Andaman Is. 

ExSrdbritd, * Breeds fiom N. China and Korea south to Kwargtmg 
and Formosa {?). In printer to the Malay Peninsula and the East Icdxs 
to \Yaigu ’ (Peters). S tra g gl er s reaching eL Burma and N. Thailand. 
crxstAZ. habits:. Very Ettic known. Apparently a shy fcres;*<iwrikr. 
Messrs* DLA cyoe a. Srd primary (as.) Icngot; 4 th a lm cgt suboqual; bethuiC^ci 
ca outer webs. 2 cd primar y about equal to 5 th. Cere cringe; be^t yrifow 
is museum sHas. 

xsASCitzxrvrs ^Vmg Em Tarsto 

0*9 175-196 17-19 «. 39-44 129 - 1 ^=^ 

{&c=fath-ra) (cn=’I«5 

(Eitr) 

d '9 3 VCS IBO-ICCita I 25 -I 45 ;n:jddfctoe.itiontcb'K 24 - 27 c=.(Hr:^'- 
cniccas or paktt. Iris dart hrowo, pale yrUcw, cr itraw edeor; < 7 ^^ 
7 HI 0 W. EH! fccroT jdosbcoos, hlacF ac tip, vcBowidi at gape; cerr cra:^ cr 
yeCew. Lep and feet crange-yeCow. 


AccTPriER TsiviRaATa (Tcmminck) 

Key to the SabspeHeo 

A Large; w ia g o' f -229 mm., 9 c. 254-260 A. t ca£» 

B Medium; wiag o’ c. I 96 - 2 C 3 mEL, 9 «• 214-237 mm... ri. t/«risa£af 

C Small; wing o' c. 183-184 mm., 9 c. 198-206 mm. A-Llx^r^ 


far 

tc 

:c 


144. North Indian Crested Goskorwlc. 

(Hodgson) 

rirttr rs£mi Hodpcc, 1636, Bcagal Sperriag Mx?^ S: (7'Cpri) 

‘ i5!caci!aiK!,IB40(l839},Ifac.Zoca.Scc.Leftdco.p«.7:l» 


(Baab cf the Bmhmaputri, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 1810 , VcL 5: 155 (- ri. t ry'risJa) 

Plate 22 , fig. 5 and Plate 23 , fig. 4 
LOCAL XASCES. Csribi; Jxx2 £e=ri£, jByr (Nepal) ; Ar— (Csch*^?- 

sax. House Crow -r; length c. 40-46 cm. ( 16-16 in.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-srzcd short-winged hawk ri-ver, 
brown with fordiead, crow n , and small nudial crest bUckhh 
vfith four visible dark brown bars. Bi-far, white, broadly strraked ^ 
and barred on rest of underparti with rich rufous-browa. Threat . 

tail-covcrts pm white, the former with a conspicuous bUck^ rjiud 
stripe fr em chin to breast. Sexes more or less alike; fcnale ZatF^’ ^ 
observation could be mistaken ibr AtzreAs jerira (So. 125 , 
rarionrathcrrim£!ar and both also crested, 

Young (immature), rifrrt, brown; head and nape feathers 
pale rufous; a broad fulNnia superdEum- Brim*, baSy white or pa— 
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with blackish mesial throat-stripe and broad streaks or drops on breast and 
sides of body. Thighs variably barred brown and buffi 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident. Northern India from 
Garhwal through Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhutan ( ?) (tcrai to c, 2000 m. altitude 
in the Himalayas) to E. and S. Assam, East Pakistan (?) (foothills and 
up to r. 1500 m.) ; south to the Godavari river. Affects fairly open deciduous 
and 8cmi*cvergrccn forest. 

Exiralimilal. * , . . Yunnan and Formosa, south to Burma [Thailand, 
Malay Peninsula] and Indochinese countries * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. A forcst-dwcIUng ha^vk, otherwise of very shnilar 
{mbits to the Shikra, q.v. Employs the same tactics of Surprise in its hunting, 
pouncing on prey from a concealed perch up in a leafy tree overlooking a 
clearing. Sedentary and parochial; often seen in the same patch of jungle 
day after day. Also much given to circling high above forest in the charac- 
teristic manner of the genus — a few rapid wing-beats to spiral gradually 
up^vards, followed by sailing and soaring. 

FOOD. Chiefly small mammals, and birds. Green pigeons, wood part- 
ridges, and larger game birds such as jungicfow] and pheasants record^. 

VOICE and calls. Described as ‘ a shrill prolonged yelp *, * a hoarse 
chuckling note and loud screams and deep croaks as it sw'oops to attack 
ncsl-robbcis. 

BREEDING. Season, March through May. JV«/, a massive structure of 
sticks, e. 50 cm. across and up to some 30 cm. deep, lined ivith ]ea\'es. Placed 
r. 9 to 13 metres up in a densely foHaged tree standing in a ra\ ine or broken 
foothills country. Jsggs, 2 or 3, bluish white with a fine, smooth texture, 
usually without markings though often stained. Average size of 20 ^gs 
48 ‘4 X 39*6 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and 
incubation period, unrecorded. The birds arc bold and truculent in defence 
of nest. 

Museuu Diacno’us. In the species A. trivirgabu 4th primary (as.) longest; 5th 
subequal. 6th primar)’ longer than 2nd (contra in A» baJius), Adult male A. t. vidiais 
differs from nominate tnoxrgattu of Sumatra in larger size, darker upperparts with 
blacldsh crown and short crest. Breast shield bro^vnish rufous, rather extensive; 
barring of abdomen narrow and rather rufous; thighs strongly barred; under wing- 
coverts heavily marked. Adult female darker abov'e and lighter below than pcninsidee 
(No. 145). Crmvn very blackish. Striping and barring of undaparts reduced; no 
pronounced breast shirid dc\cloped because brown stripes on breast rather narrow; 
bars on abdomen and flanks brownish and rather faded (Mayr, E,, 1949 Atner. 
Mta, Abrita/rj, No. 1415). 

hzasureuents (North Indian specimens) 

Wing Tail 

2 o'ri’ (ad.) 229-5 1B8-195 mm. 

3 99 (ad.) 245-260 200-213 mm. 

I o’ (unm.) 219 180 mm. 

(Mayr) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Jris goldcn ycllow (brown in young); eyelids greenish 
yellow. Bill homy hrmsm or plumbeous homy; culmen Up blackish; gape 
yellowish; cere greenish yellow. Legs and feet dull pale ycllow to fairly bright dark 
yrilow; claws blackbh homy (Baker). 
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145. South Indian Crested Goshawk. Accipiter Irivirgatas parvissilee 

Koclz 

Accipiter tricirgahis pcninsvlae Koch, 1949, Auk, 66:83 
(Londa, Bombay district, peninsular India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1809, Vol. 5: 154. ( » d. /. tricirgaUu In part) 

LOCAL HAUES. Cof bcsta, Afanik besra, KSteswar (Hindi); KokUa dtga (Tclugu). 

SIZE. House Crow — ; length c. 31-36 cm. (f. 12-14 in.). 

FIELD characters. A mcdjum-sizcd short-winged hawk. 

Adult and Young like No. 144, slightly smaller, but not distin- 
guishable from it in the field. Sexes more or less alike; female larger. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident SW. India from about 
Goa and N. Mysore (c. lat. 16®N.) south through Kerala. The spcdcs 
has not been recorded cast of the VV. Ghats strip in this section,* 
Affects moist deciduous and evergreen forested foothills and broken 
country and up to at least c. 1100 metres elevation in the Western Ghats 
system and Niigiri Hills. 

GENERAL HABITS ctc. As in 144. 

breeding. Season^ nest, and eggs, as in 144, the last somc^vhat smaller. . 
Average size of 24 eggs (from SW. India including those from Ceylon) 
46*7 X 37-1 mm. (Baker). 

Museuu Diackosis, Very' similar to 144, but slightly smaller. Markings on breast, 
flanks, and upper abdomen in adult give the impresson of a brown breast with 
the feathers edged white, contra Ceylonese race q.v. For additional details see Mayr, 
loc. cit. 

HZAsuREMEKTS. (SW. Indian specimens) 

Wing BUI Tail 

(from skull) 

6 ri'd’ (ad.) 196-208 26-28 159-168 mm. 

699 (ad.) 214-237 r. 29-31 I69-I80 mm. 

(Whistler) 

Wing I (5* (imm.) 211; 2 9 9 (imnu) 228-230 mm. (Mayr) 

Tarsus r. 51 -57 mm. (Baker) 

COLOURS DP BAKE PARTS, As frl 144. 


146. Ceylon Crested Goshawk. Accipiter trivirgatus layardi (Whistler 
Bi, Kinnrar) 

Asturiririrgaius ti^ardi \Vbisilcr & Kinncar, 1936, Jour. Bom. naL Hist. Soc., 38: 434 
(Gillymally, Peak Forat, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1809, Vol. 5: 154 ( A.t. trivirgatus part) 

LOCAL NAMES. Ukusso, JCuTuUa goya (Sinbala); Valluru (Tamil). 

SIZE. House Crow — ; Ceylon Shikra length c. 30-34 cm. (f. 12—13 
in.). 

*The dhtribuHon given by Mayr (loc. dr.), presumably based in part on FBI 5: 154, 
as * Southern In^ approximatdy south of a line from Bombay to the mouth of the Kri dm a 
river* is not quite corr^ In dfiiificalion (4: 107) Baker attrilrates * Khandesh * to David- 
son; the latter does not mention tots ^;>eoes at all in his Khandesh list (SF, vol. 10) 1 
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field characters, a medium-sized short-winged hawk. 

Adults and Young like No, 144, but smaller even than 145. May be 
distinguished from Ceylon Shikra, of about same size, by pointed crest 
and boldly black-barred thigh coverts; in overhead flight by chequered 
pattern on the^wing quills. Sates more or less alike; female larger. 

STATUS, DisnuBimoN and habitat. Endemic in Ceylon, Rcadcnt, 
subjwt to certain seasonal movements. Affects forested areas in all zones, 
particularly in the hills and Wet Zone, to at least r., 1800 m. altitude, 
general habits. As in 144. 

FOOD. Mainly lizards, small birds, etc. 

VOICE and calls. A shrill scream he, he, hehekche (Hciwy). 

breedixc. Season, February to July. J^est and eggs as in 145, Incubation 
period about 34 days (Phillips). 

Muffiuu Diagnosis. Small me the chief diagnostic character. Very similar to 
144 and 145, but smaller even than the latter. Markings on breast, flanks and upper 
aWomcn in adults much deeper more chocolate-brown, smaller and pear-shaped 
6*Wng the impression of a white breast spotted trilb dark brown, contra peninsular 
Indian race, q.v. But see also Mayr, Joe. ciL 
“easureuents 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

2 o’d' (ad.) 18J-I84 24-26 — 150-152 nun. 

609 (ad.) 196-206 27^28 50-53 (2) 157-168 mm. 

(Whistler) 

COLOURS OF Rare parts. As in 144. 

Accipiter nisus (linnacus) 

Key to the Snbspedes 

Much paler A. a, rdsonmlis 

Much darker •A, n* trulcscddslP* 

^■^7, Asiatic Spsurrow-Hawli- Accipiter mms nisosisnilis (TicicU) 

Pain yAsosimilis 'nctell, 1833, Jour, Asiat, Soc. Bengal, 2: 571 
(Marcha, Borabhum, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 18H.VoL5;156 
» Plate 22, fig. H 

^OCAL NAMES. Sdshc BSsJtin (Hindi): Wermpa dtga (Tdugu); Prappadim 
(hlalajulam): TarJh* (Lcpcha); Vckam (Sikkim). 

■ House Crow — ; Shikra i. Length c, 31—36 cm. (12-14 in.). 

characters! a medium-sized short-wnged hawV. 

Male (adult). Ver>' hkc Shikra; somewhat longer in body but doubtfully 
distin^ishable from it in the field by its darter, slaticr upperparts (almost 
blackish on head), more barred tail-feathers, and only on a close and un- 
obstructed view by its longer, slenderer legs. A white supcrcilium. Throat 
'rithout black mesial line. Four or five blackish bands in tail. 

Female (adult). Much larger than male, otherwise ratlier similar; 
tnorc brown, less pure grey above; paler below. 


244 FALCONIFORMES 

Young (immature). Above, dark brown, the feathers edged with rufous. 
\Vhitc bases to feathers of nape and neck conspicuous. Tail \vith five bars. 
Belcw, breast with heart-shaped rufous-brown spots, tummg to bars on 
abdomen, flanks and diigh-covcrts, 

statts, DisTRiBunoN and habitat. Rather sparse winter visitor 
(Scptcmbcr/Octobcr to March). All India from c. 2400 m. alt, in Kashmir 
and along Himalayas, south to Kerala; both Pakistans, Nepal, Andaman Is. 
Not Ceylon- Affects well wooded, preferably broken and foothills country 
— light forest, groves, orchards, etc, 

BxtraUmital, ‘ Breeds in N. and C. Asia from Turkestan to the Sea of 
Okhotsk, Japan, N. China, and E. China south to the Yangtsc. Winters 
to India, Burma, and S, China’ (Peters). 

MjoRATioN. No precise data. 



GENERAL HABITS. Usually solitary. When disturbed, drops from a branch, 

flics very low and flat along the ground, shooting up almost vertically to 
alight in another tree. Method of hunring as of the genus — by Surprise 
tactics Either pounces on quarry from an ambush up in a leafy tree or 
cruises at great speed close along the ground with rapid wing-beats and 
glides, •hedge-hopping’ to stampede little birds resting witlun a hedge- 
row or bush or feeding unsuspccdngly on the ground, getting a flying start 
on any that and dash out and striking in its stride, somctiifies alm^ 
turtung on its back to seize the quarry from underneath. Turns and twists 
sHlfuliy in pursuit to avoid tree-trunks and other obstacles. The rictim is 
carried oflT some distance and usually eaten on the ground, held underfoot 
and dismembered by upward pulls of the hooked bOl. Often soan and 


1 
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circles aloft like Shikra. The female {basha) is a favourite svith falconers, an*^ 
trained to strike hares and birds larger and heavier than itself. 

FOOD. Chiefly birds: quails, partridges, and doves, and others nor mal ly 
up to about its own size and weight. Individual birds sometimes becom^ 
‘ habitual offenders ' and a serious menace to poultry keepers, carrying of^ 
chickens and ducklings. 

VOICE and calls. Quite different to Shikra’s; two long notes followed 
by three or fom* very short ones repeated quickly, something like 
(Donald). 

BREEDING. Extralimital, except perhaps in Gil^t. See next. 

Musztm Diagnosis. In the hand the very slender tarsiu and long thin zniddi^ 
toe readily distinguish it from Shikra. For detaib of plumage etc. see Baker, loc. 
Also Witherby 1939, 3 : 82-4 for nominate A, n. mm which is somewhat imall^ 
and darker, but less dark than No. 140. 

UEA5UREUENT3 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d' 204-216 16-17 c. 55-59 150-161 mm, 

9 9 233-257 18-19 c. 60-65 175-207 mm. 

(SA, Baker) 

Middle toe without daw o' 35-36 mm.; 9 over 40 mm. (for .4. n. nisus — Hartcrtl* 

Weight 7(J’d' 5-5*3 02 . (c. 142-147 gm.); 79 9 7-9*5 oz. {c. 198-270 gm.)-- 
Scully. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. iHs: adult goldcn yellow or orange; immature pal^ 
y^ow.'Bih SiatyVlue wiib'tJJadk fip; cCTcycfrow.'Legs anhleet ydhow; Aaws'lJjad^* 


1 48. Indian Sparrow-Hawk. Accipiter ntsus nietasckistos Hume 

AedpUrr Melaschiftos Hume, 1869, Rough Notes, March: 128 
(Interior of the Himalayas') 

Baker, FBI No. 1812, Vol. 5: 158 
Plate 22, ftg. 12 and Plate 23, ftg. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Bosho 9 • BSshin d* (Hindi). 

SIZE. House Crow — ; Shikra Length e. 31-36 cm. (12-14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdlum-sized short-winged hawk. Very Ilk® 
147 but markedly darker slate above, and much more rufous bclow'» 
especially male. Not always distinguishable with certainty from 147 or frnr^* 
Shikra. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident (breeding) Baluchistar<» 
NW. Himalayas, Kaslimir and casttvard along the entire range through 
Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan to E. Assam from c. 1400 to 3500 metres altitude* 
Ol^rvcd in E. Nepal in spring and summer as high as between e. 396^ 
and 4570 m. alt. (Bisw'as). Descends in winter to the foothills an<^ 
plmns at their base, but winter range indeterminate owing to possibl*^ 
confusion in sight records with the immigrant «u(W*mi7fr. Affects forest and 
well-Avooded countiy. 

Extralimtial. ‘ Breeds from Kashmir cast to the Minshan Range, south 
to the Himalayas and Upper Burma * (Peters). 


246 FALCONIFORMES 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. No difference from 147 recorded. 
In Baluchistan Tlcehurst found its chief prey to be the bunting Emhaiza 
steward, > 

BREEDING. Seoson^ April to June. Aiuf, a stick platform in a tree, 
commonly a disused nest of a Himalayan Jungle Crow or other bird* 
sometimes self-built on ledges of cliffs. Eggs^ 4 to 6 — normally 4 — roundish 
ovals, huffy reddish white or bluish ^vhitc, spotted and blotched with 
reddish brown or blackish brown, with secondary markings of pale reddish 
or lavmder-grcy. Average size of 60 eggs 39*1 X 32*6 mm. (Baker). Both 
sexes take part in nest construction, but apparently the female alone 
incubates, Uiough the male assists in foraging for the )*oung. Incubation 
period not ascertained; estimated by B^er as 30 to 31 dap. Normally 
said not to use a nest for more than one season. Birds very noisy when 
nesting. 

Museum Diagnosis. Much darker and slatier than A. n. nisosimUs, the white tips 
of the nape feathers in male very broad. Underparts of adult male strongly nisNred; 
of adult female also redder. 

UEASUREUENn Wing Bill 

(from feathers) 

(ft? 202-219 c. 16-17 mm. 

9 9 242-260 c. 19-21 mm. 

Wright 3 128-150 gm. (BNHS, BB). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 147.' 


>tucD»jT2JK -FikDXTOb 'vHtninimdii.'; 

Key to the Sahspecies 

A Throat with narrow, sometimes indistinct, mesial line 4. p. gdms 

B TTiro.at with broad black mesial line ] 

1 Smaller; wing ^ c. 145-166 mm., $ r..l82-189mm A,t, hura 

. l.argcr; wing ^ e, 165-174mm., 9 r* 199-210mm a 

a Paler; upperparts dove grey, underparts paler ... I 

" * A. V. kasJtitnriensis 

Darker; upperparts sooty grey, underparts rufous A. v. ejfmis 
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149. West Himalayan Besra Sparrow-Hawk. AccipiUr lirgsitis 
kashmiriensis Whistler & Kinnear , 

AccipiUf rirga/vr larAmiri/wir Whistler & Kinnear, 1936, Jour. Bom. nat. Hal. 

Soc., 38: 435 (Murree) , 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. BtsTO 9 » BhooU o', Khmd besra (Hindi). 

SIZE. House Crow — ; Shikra Length r. 31-36 cm. (r. 12-14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd short-winged Shikm-like hawk 
•with a bold black mesial stripe on throat {contra nairow and grey in Shikra; 
absent in Sparrow-Hawk). May be confused with both Shikra and Sparrow- 
Hawk, but its broad black throat-stripe and predominantly forest habitat 
will serve as pointers. Indistinguishable in the field from A. v. effinis (No. 150) 
q.v. (See Museum Diagnosis below.) 
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STATUS, DUTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident in Kashmir, Himach^ 
Pradesh and Garhwal up to e. 3000 m. altitude, descending in winter to tb® 
foothills and adjacent plains in the Punjab and Uttar Pradesh. East tP 
Nepal, but precise boundary beriveen eastern and western forms undcfinabl^ 
Affects broken forested country*. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, CtC. As in No. 150. 

VOICE and calls. Uru'ccordcd. 

BREEPINO has been recorded between c. 1000 and 2000 m. clcvaUo^ 
in Kashmir (Lolab valley), U.P. [(Kumaon, Dchra Dun dist. (Mussoorec)* 
Nainital dist. (Bhim Tal)], Himachal Pradesh (Simla dist.). Jfest and EgP^ 
as in 150. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from A. r. affints as follows: 

.Male (adiih) Upperparts definitely paler with more jof a dove-grey tint ^ 
opposed to sooty grey. Underparts slightly paler. 

Young (immature) male: Upperparts markedly paler both as regards tl^® 
brown colour of the feathers and the nUbus edges to them. Pale area of hindnci^ 
white as opposed to rich rufous. Underparts much paler, lacking the rich niToi^* 

ash on the throat and breast found in eastern bir^. 

Female (adult and immature) cannot individually be separated, but in • 

rics western birds are slightly paler (IVhhtlcr, loc. cit.). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BjU Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

5 o' o’ (ad.) 165-167 16 49*5-53 127*5-130 inn»* 

5 99 (ad.) 196-207 21*5-23 55-58-5 153-160 mm, 

(WTibUcr) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 150. 


>0. Eaat Hlmalayaa Besra Sparrow-Hawk. Aedpitcr vxrgatus aginP 
Hodgson 

AedpxUt ejjinh Hodgson, 1836, Bengal Sporting Mag., nx, 8: 179 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 1814, Vol. 5: 161 

LOCAL NAMES. Same as for 149. 

SIZE. House Crow — ; Shikra ± Length e. 31-36 cm. (c. 12-14 in.). 

riEl^ CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd short-wingcd h.iwk vciy like Shiki^ 
but As-iih a conspicuous black mesial stripe on throat in both sexes, adul^ 
and young. 

Male (adult). Abou, blackish slaty grey, the w'hitc bases of nape feather* 
usually show-ing through. Tail square-ended, grey, with three (or four) 
bLackish hands v*isiblc. BebWf chin and throat white with a conspicuou* 
broad blackish mesial stripe and two frint moustachial streaks. Uppef 
breast and flanks rufous; lower breast and abdomen sometimes barred 

Female (adult). AtovCf oark chocolate-brown turning to slaty blac)'^ 
on crown and nape. Behu\ as in male. 

Young (immature). Above, dark browTi with edges of feathers ricl» 
rufous. Below, white broadly streaked witli brown on breast and abdnmp<i 
and barred on flank 
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May be distinguished from Shikra and Sparrow-Hawk by its predomi- 
nantly forest habitat and, on a good view, by the bold black mesial throat- 
stripe (narrow and gre^^ in Shikra; absent in Spamnv-Hawk), 

STATUS, DCTRiBUTioN and HABITAT. Resident (breeding) Nepal and cait- 
svard along the Himalayas to the Assam hills north and south of Brahma- 
putra river, and Maiupur (and East Pakistan ?), between 1000 and 2000 m. 
elevation. Descending in 'vinter to the foothills and adjacent plains. Affecti 
broken forested country. 

Extrolirmtal. Breeds also in the hills of W, China, Yunnan, and N. 
Burma, Winters south to S. China (including Hainan and Taiwan), Burma, 
Thailand, and the Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS. Very similar to those of Shikra and Sparrow-Hawk 
of which, in effect, it is the ecological coimterpart in heavily forested traett. 
Often seen perch^ on tall dead trees on the ve^e of evergreen jimglc; 
flight before alighting reminiscent of a dove (A, E. Jones). Very quick on 
the 'ving in pursuit of prey, turning and twisting to dodge obsmclcs with 
great adroitness. Baker records one capturing a palm swift {Cypshrrvs)> 

In winter keeps to opener, less wooded country in the plains with grots 
of trees etc. and there most liable to be confused with Shikra. 

FOOD, Chiefly small birds, of which the following recorded: barbetJ, 
bulbuls, thrushes, sparrows, tits, warblers. Baker found remains of *n^ 
flying squirrels, mice and bats in addition to birds under its nests. Abo takes 
lizards and insects. The larger female {be^a) svas trained to strike partnogc, 
dove, quail, and even snipe ; the smaller male, rosy paston, mynas, ipanwi, 
etc. Qerdon). Considered by some falconers to be faster and more tcnaooui 
than basha ( 9 sparrow-hawk), 

VOICE .and calls. Except that it is * very noisy * while nesting And m 
defence of nest, nothing recorded. ' 

BREEDiNO. Season, March to June, chiefly April and May. Akd# • 
form of sticks c. 15 to 25 m. up in a densriy foliaged deodar {Cedr^ dcoi^o) cr 
trfacr 'tree jnlorcfc, dhen one grovwng ^rom *fce xrfie rfi *u*prts^nft- AnAQVtf • 
looking a ravine. Old nests of Jungle Crows and other birds frequm y 
appropriated. Eggs, 3 to 5, very handsome, indistinguishable from inojc 
of the other races and also typical of the sparrow-hawks. 
shape, variable in coloration: most commonly bluish white, 
blotched, and smudged with reddish brown at the broader end. 

riicof68 eggs 38*2 X 30*5mm, (Baker). Share of the sexes in the domes 

chores, and period cf incubation, unrecorded. 

Mooum Diacnoso. Adult male, darker and more sooty grey above, neber 
below, than A. o, kashimdensis, q.v. , 

Diffcn from S. Indian A. r. besra in being’ larger; darker, more blackiih 
above, richer coloured below. 

. MEASUREXforrs Wing BUI 

(frosn skull) 

6 d'd'(»d.) 165-173*5 1 8-20 

5 9 9 (ad.) 199-210 22-24 

range. 


Tama ™ 

«-5-53 125-135-5 >»»■ 

M-WI 151-lWrOT- 
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OOLDOTJ 07 BABE FAKH. Iris goUen ydlow or orange-ydlow; in young biidi 
grey or greyish white, and Uter pale yeflow. Bill slaty grey with tip; cere 

tenon-yellow. Legs and feet bright yellow; claws blackish. 


151. Sottthem Besra Sparrow-Hawk. Aecipiter mrgiUus. besra Jerdon 

/ai>‘/rr Sura Jerdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci., 10: 84 
(Soonda Jungles, South India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1813, VoL 5: 159 
Plate 22, fig. 8 and Plate 23, fig. 9 

LOCSi KAitES. Vashluta (Tdugu); UrcbMa (Kannada); Uhasa, KaruUa 
(Smhala); Simta calluru (Tamil). 

SEE. House Croiv —;Shiixa±. Length e. 29-34 cm. (c. 11-13 in.). 

nzLD CHABACTEES. A medium-sized, short-winged Shikra-like hawk 
with conspicuous black mesial stripe on throat. Similar to No. 150 (q.v.) 
but somesvhat smaller and paler. 

STATUS, mmuBUTTON and HAstTAT. Resident in Ceylon (all zones) up 
to c. 1800 m. elevation, and the Western Ghats strip including Nilgiri and 
Palni Hills through Kerala north at least to Bombay. Once in Gujarat 
(Sau^tra). Sparingly in E. Ghats in Madras State, but status there un- 
certain. Confined to evergreen and moist dedduous biotope; affects heavy 
forest between c. 600 and at least 1200 metres elevation. 

OENERAL HABITS, FOOD, etc. As in 150. 

VOICE and caixs. ‘ A frequently uttered squealing cry, rapidly repeated, 
Uhav-UheuyUhew . . .* (Mrs Lusliington). 

BBEmmo. Season, March to May. J/est and site as in 150, the former 
often lined with green leaves. Shabby old neats of other birds likevrise 
repaired and utilized. Eggs, 3 or 4 — exceptionally 5 — like those of 150, 
mnilarly variable. Average size of 60 eggs 36-9 x 29-7 mm. (Baker). 
Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and incubation period, unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Male (adult) similar to 1 50 but differs in bang smaller 
and raudi paler above, more slaty grc>- than blackish grey, the head, Ktt-V and 
. kttcr wing-coverts darker. Briow also paler rufcscent. 

Female daA brmra without the chocolate tint; the own only slightly darker 
than back. In its smaller she it matches the more richly coloured nominate race 
(rugctttj) of Java. 


measureuents 

- Wing 

Bm 

Tama 

Tan 

4 d'd' (ad.) 


(from slniU) 



148-155 , 

17-18 

45-5-48 

112-119-5 mra. 

» 9 (ad.) 

183-5 

22 



142 mm. 

49 9 (imm.) 

178-187 

21-22-5 

52-55 

137-148 mm. 

Balter gives: 

Wing 

Bill 

Tama 

(WTiistlo-) 

Tail 

(?(? 


(from fcathen) 



145-166 

15-16 

44-47 

114-118 mm. 

9 9 

182,189 

18-20 

46-53 

136-145 mm. 

Wei^tl 9 135 

gm. (SDKl. 




COLOURS OF BARE RARTS. As 

in 150. 
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152. Eastern Sparrow-Hawk* Accipiler rirgalus gularis (Tcmminck & 

Schlcgcl) 

Astitr {//istu) gderis (Temminck & Schlegell, 1845, in Siebold, Fauna Jap., Avo, 
5, pi. 2 (Japan) 

Aedpitfr ms'jidgx'BlyXht 1847, Jour. AsbL Soc. Bengal, 16; 727 (Malacca) 
Baker, FBI Nos. 1815. 1817, Vol. 5: 162, 164 
Plate 22, fig. 9 and Plate 23, fig. 7 

LOCAL HAVES, Nonc r c cordcd, 

SIZE, House Crow — ; Shikra Length e. 29-34 era. (c. 1 1-13 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTEks. As in 150, but adult male more or less uniformly 
blackish slaty above (blacker on crown), wthout white marks on nape. 
Below, chin and throat white with a narrow black mesial line. Rest of under- 
parts varying from pale to intense rufous with faint traces of barring, often 
obsolete on lower breast, flanks, and abdomen. Tail \rith four blackish 
cross-bands. 

Female (adult). Above, dark browTi, blackish on head. Below, a distinct 
black mesial line on white chin and throat. Lower parts barred with grey- 
brown or rufous and white from forcncck to vent. 

Young (immature). Above, brown, the feathers edged with buff or 
nifous. Below, black mesial streak on throat bolder. Breast srith broad brown 
streaks or drops; abdomen broadly barred. 

STATUS, DimuBUTiOH and HABITAT. Resident (breeding) in the An daman 
Is.; not uncommon near Port Blair (B. B. Osmaston). Occurs in the 
Nicobars; probably breeding, but status imconfirmed. 

ExtralimloL Breeds also in Japan and China. Winter visitor to the 
Philippines. Scarce in Burma, apparently only in winter (?). Winter xisitor 
and common passage migrant (autumn and spring) through Malaya 
where status undetermined.* 

MiORATioH. An immature male taken on board ship in the Bay of Bengal 
c. lOTM. laL, 90®E. long, on 22 April 1952 (F. Saloraonscn, 1953, Dansk. 
Om. For. Tide,, 47; 138). 

CESJERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 150. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDiNC. Season in the Andamans principally March-April. Xest, 
crow-like, of sticks as in 150, often old nests of other birds; in roadside trees 
near habitation, mangrove forest, and padauk {Plerocarpus marsupium) 
plantation (Wickham; Osmaston). Eggs, 3, coloured as in the other races. 
Average size of 14 eggs 36*7 x 29*3 mm. (Baker). Owners pluck>' and 
aggressive in defend of nest. Other details unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Pint primary* (as.) about equal in length to longest secondary. 
2fvd primary' equal to 6th or somcH'hat longer; 4lh primary longest, 3rd and 5th 
only slightly shorter. Outer web of 2nd primary attenuated quite near its base; 
of 3rd, 4th and 5th more so and extending further upward from base (Hartert), 
Throat with narrow black mesial line. 


* Gibsoo-Hill, a A., 1949, An AnrsolcJtd Chdlist c/ tke Bkdj t>J Mel^a, BegUs Mus. BvU, 
No. 20, Singapore. 
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UZASUREMENn* 


Wing 

Bfll 

(fiom Icathen) 

Tarsus 

Ta3 

(?(? 

156-173 

14-15 

51-54 

117-137 mra. 

99 

182-198 

16-18 

— 

(Baker) 

Three specimens collected recently by H. Abdulali in the 
Andamans measure: 

Middle and South 

1(? (ad.) 

Wing 

Bm 

(from skuH) 

Tamis 

Tail 

150 

15 

45 

105 mm. 

1 o' (irnm.) 

159 + 

16 

49 

Ill mm. 

19 (ad.) 

187 

22 

53 

133 mm. 

(SA) 


c»LOURS OF BAKE PARTI. Iris ^ crimson (La Touche) ; 9 straw yellow (White- 
head). Bni slaty Hue, tipped blade; cere yellow. and feet yellow; daws black. 


Genus Buteo Lac4pMe 

BvSa Laecpftdc, 1799, TabL Ois. ; 4. Type, by tautonymy, Falco buUo Linnaeus 

Very dosdy allied to AquUa (cagla) from which it differs in its weaker bill and 
r«t, the absence of a regular immature plumage, and the extreme individual varia- 
tion exhibited by the members in thdr coloration, largely independent of age or sex. 

BiU moderate or small; oilmen curved from cere; commissure almost straight; 
festoon on cutting edge obsolete. Nostrils oval and oblique. Wngs long: 4th primary 
(■i.) longest or about equal to 5lh and 3rd. Fhrt four quills deeply notched on inner 
wb near tip. Tail rather long, slightly rounded at end. Tarsus long, partly feathered 
m front, transversdy scutdlaled behind. Too short; inner toe much shorter than 
outer, ffa^ and toes almost identical with Hdiastar, q.v.) 

Genus widely dfatributed in Europe, Africa, America, and Asia, but unrepresented 
southeast from India. 


Key to the Species 


Page 

A Larger: ^^mg above 475 mm. B. kerrsltrntn 253 

B Smaller: Wing below 475 mm. 

^ Ucaeial colour of tall creamy rufous. ................ B, rngnsis 252 

General colour of tail brown or bright rufous. . ........ .B, knln 254 


* •?* A, r. rwida, now considered lyaeoyraegs. 

*Se taeasaremeao givea above are taken fromSruan 
^ t-OM ^Vaenc (An. Mxa. /fe. No. 2M2, 1961, p. 9) seem a liule more discr 

d^cut^arelmedbriowforcomnaris^ 

B <? 343-370 (353); 9 35S-383 (369) 

“ wing cf 362-400(375); 9 370-408 /3S9) 
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153. Lon^egged* Bozzard* BuUo rujmis rufams (Cretzschmar) 
Fcko rujhms Cretzschmar, 1826, in RuppcU’s Atlas Vdg. 40, pi. 27 
(Upper Nulna, Sebendi and 5emiar,.and Ethiopia) 

Baker. FBI No. 1796. Vol. 5: 137 
Plate 24, fig. 6 and Plate 25, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAME. CftShamdr (HiDdi). 

SEE. Pariah Kite; length c, 61 cm. (24 in.). 

FIELD characters. T-ike a small ea^c or immature Brahminy Kite 
{fialiastoT isdus) In general aspect and proportions. Extremely variable in 
coloration, ranging from dark brown through reddish brown and fulvous to 
pale sandy, with brotvn or alm ost white head, neck, and breast, and some- 
times blackish mouslachial stripes. The heavy build 
and 5omc\vhat sluggish habit, coupled with variable 
chocolate- or cinnamon-brown plumage, pale or 
dark head and unfeathered legs arc suggesdve. 

In overhead aspect the short nedc, expanded, 
rounded, transv'crsely barred tail — pale to bright 
rufous or rufous-brown — and whitish or dark 
brown halfinoon-shaped patches on the chestnut- 
tinged underside of the broad ‘splayed finger* 
wings are fairly diagnostic of a buzzard. But differen- 
tiation as to species with certainty imposrible in 
the and not easy even with the bird in the 

hand (tec Museum Diagnosis). 

In Longleggcd Buzzard p^e creamy rufous taB 
Tsith obsolete brown cross-lrars and a broader pro- 
minent subtcrrainal band are pointers to identify. 
In immature birds (?) tail ashy brown with 
numerous dark transvene bars. 

STATUS, P IS A RIB u ' i I ON and habitat. 'Within our limits breeds in the 
Himala>’a 3 in NW. Pakistan (Peshawar and Kohat dists.); rqjortcdly also 
in Baluchistan (Ziarat and Chaman dists.), and in India in Ladakh (?), 
Kashmir and Garhwal, bctw-ccn c. 1500 and 3700 m. elevation. Winter 
visitor Scptcmbcr/Octobcr to end March — to Nepal (tcrai and Valley) 
and Sikkim, the birds in the E. Himalayas being probably derived from 
E. Turkcstan-Mongolian breeding area. Fairly common in winter in Sind 
and N. India cast to Upper Assam (N* Lakhimpur dist.) touth to the D eccan 
and possibly further, but specific sight records of buzzards unsupported by 
skins unsathfactory. In breeding area affects hilly forest country with open 
glada etc.; in winter range ever)’ type, from semi-desert and cultivation 
to deciduous forest, 

Extralwntel. ‘Breeds from S. Russia, Kirghiz Steppes, Turkestan and 
W. Mongolia, south to Greece, Asia Minor, and the "SV. Himalayas. 'Wxnter* 
chiefly in Africa from N. Sudan to the valleys of the White and Bloc 
NBC, and in NW. India * (Peten). Eastward to N. Bunna. 

CE.VERAL HABrrs. Morc or less common to all buzzards. In winter range 
urually seen singly or in pairs perched slavishly on a tree-lop, or on a stone 

* Ttij is a aSsacnier. The name rigfjtljr bdocss to Bmfn (154) wfckh pca<stes 

(he longot txiri oT all ofjr burranis. 
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or mound In open hummocky country. Numbers will sometimes collect 
(6or 7 observed loosely together — SA) at jungle fires or fired grass patches 
to feast on the fiecing lizards, rats, and insects in company with other 
raptors and drongos, etc., firequenUy sauntering about on the charred 
ground to pick up their roasted remains. Hunts live prey by potmdng on 
it from a lookout post or from SO metres or so up in the air where it some- 
times hovers, head to wind like a kestrel, though rather cumbrously, to 
scan the ground. Much given to soaring and circling for hours on end high 
up in the heavens on outspread motionless wings. On approach of breeding 
season pairs indulge in spectacular acrobatic displays — flying round each 
other, plunging and stooping with wings half ptiUed in, shooting up with 
the momentum almost vertically to a wave crest, then tilting forward to 
nose-dive again. Occasionally a bird will do a perfect * loop the loop *, 
turning over completely on Its back during the manoeuvre. 

POOD. Carrion, small mammals, sick and disabled birds, reptiles, frogs, 
locusts and other-large orthopterous insects, etc. Occasionally takes domestic 
thickens and pigeons. In north-western semi’desert areas preys largely on 
gerbilles {Merionu humanae) and fat-tailed lizards {Uromasiix hardwicJni)i in 
Kashmir (Gulmarg) on voles (Microtinae) and mouse-hares (Ochotona) 
— (Osmaston). 

VOICE and calls. A loud, wailing, kitten-like mewing uttered from 
time to time. Particularly noisy on approach of breeding season and during 
the aerial displays. 

BREEDmo. Authentic data very meagre. 5Vaxo;i, c, March to May. A'kr/, 
a large stick structure built in a high tree grouing on a forested hillside, 
or on a crag or shelf of rock. Eggs, 2 or 3, sometimes 4 ( ?), very broad ovals, 
variable in colour and markings: white to greyish or buff, blotched all over 
or only at larger end with deep rich brown with some obsolete grey smears. 
Average size of 8 Indian-takmx eggs 59*6 x 47*6 mm. (Baker), which 
agrees fairly closely with the average of European eggs. 

Share of the sexes in domestic chores, period of incubadon, etc., 
unrecorded in India. 

Museum Diaonosis. Tail in adult rufinus pale rufous with barring obsolete except 
for a dark subterminal band. For description cf various plumage phases see Baker, 
loc. ciL 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from feathen) 

Taxius 

T»a 

d'd’ 

4I5-d3I 

32-34 

56-62 

228-250 mm. 

99 

428-458 

— 

68-77 

■ 230-257 mm. 
(Baker) 


COLOURS OR BARE PARTS. Iiis goIdcn bfown or yellowish brown. Bill homy or 
brownish slate, black at tip, yellowish at base of lower mandible and gape; cere 
yellowish green. Legs and feet dingy, or pale lemon^yellow. 

154. Uplsittd BnezarsL BuUo k^ilasius Tcmminck & Schlegel 
Butt« htrmlasitu Temminck 6c Schlegel, 1645 (1844), in Siebold, Fauna Jap., 
A\*cs : 18, pL 7 (Japan) 

Baker. FBI No. 1797, Vol. 5: 140 
Plate 24, Eig. 5 and Plate 25, fig. 9 
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LOCAL NAME. Otihootif (Hindi) for all buzzards. 

SIZE, Pariah Kite e, 71 cm. (28 in.). 

riELD CHARACTERS. Similar to Lon^cggcd Buzzard, slightly larger 
but also extremely variable in coloration and doubtfully identifiable in the 
field. A usual pha^ is pale greyish brown above, with some rufous on nap^ 
upper back and upper tail-coverts. White bases of feathers conspicuous on 
h^d and neck. Below, streaked with brown on throat, and with large brown 
irregular spots on breast and abdomen. Sometimes underparts all brown. 
Tail brown rather than rufous, with a subterminal and seven other ban, 
somewhat more clearly visible than in immature Longleggcd Buzzard. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoM and HABITAT, Not satislactomy worked out owing 
to possible confusion with other spedes. Evidently a rare winter visitor to 
the Himalayas. Very few r^rds; specimens definitely identified only fiom 
Kashmir^ Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Nepal, Sikkim, 

Exlralimital, ‘ Breeds fiom Lake Baikal to Ussuri and the Amur south to 
Tibet and Mongolia, probably also in N. China. Winters south to India, 
Burma and G. Chin^ * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, POOD, ctc. Similar to 153. Np information available 
specifically for India. Apparently more powerful than Longlegged Buzzard, 
reported in Tibet as preying on hares, Tibetan Sandgrouse (S^nhe^Us 
tibeUmus) and snowcock {TetraogaUus tibeUiniu), and alleged to tRke young 
lambs (F. M. Bailey). 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded in India. 

BREEDINO. Extralimita! as far as known, but possibly may nest in the 
higher Himalayas. J^est, a large stick structure on ledges of cUffi etc. 

MEASUREMENTS Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

480-501 34-36 81-90 255-282 mm. 

' (from feathen) (Baker) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifis buff to goldcn ycllow, or white. Bill bluish or dusky 
hom, paler and yellowish at gape and on base of lower mandible; cere greenisb 
yellow. Legs and feet wax yellow, or yellowish grey; claws black. 

BtTTEO Buteo (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Snbtpeelea 


Tail more brown than rufous \B. b. japonim 

Tail more rufous than brown ^ . B. mlpinus 


Museum Uiacnosis. Tail in adults with one lubtemunal and seven other ban; 
base and inner webs tA rectrices white; flanks dark browiL Tani closely feathered 
in front down to bases of toes; naked and scutdlated behind. For description of 
plumage phases see Baker, loc. cit. 

155.' DtseriBvzjaxd* Buteo buteo tmipirms {Glogcry 
Falco Vulpinus * Licht* « Gloger, 1833. Das AbSndfm der Vfigel: 141 (AlHca) 
Baiter, FBI No. 1798. Vol. 5: 142 
Plate 24, fig. 3 and Plate 25, fig. 4 
LOCAL NAMES. Dong pojig H on, Pang }i ong nok (Leprixa). 

SIZE. Pariah Kite — ; length e, 51-56 cm. (20-22 in.). 

*Now pven specific status. BttUo rulpims. 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar to longleggcd Buzzard but smaller. Also 
variable in coloration. In'-a common phase: 

Adult. Above, brown, the feathers largely edged with rufous. Below, 
rufous, paler on throat, faintly, barred and spotted on abdomen. Tail 
diagnostic bright rufous (r. pale creamy rufous in Longlegged) with a dark 
subtcrminal band and generally one or two more visible on outer rcctrices. 
Sexes alike. 

Another phase (age ?) is whitish or pale buff below, more distinctly 
barred with light rufous-browm. 

STATiTS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Claimed to breed in \V. Pakistan 
(NWF. Prorince) and Kashmir, but records uncertain and conflicting. 
Occurrence south of the Himalayas unconfirmed. 

Extralimtal. * Breeds from the Urals and SE. Russia east to the Kentei 
Mountains and Turkestan. Winters in E. Africa, Arabia, and W. India * 
(Peters). 

OENCRAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE, ctc. Nothing uncquivocally recorded 
for India. ‘ A shrill, harsh fy-yah, much harsher than the mewing cry of 
Buteo buteo * (Kiikc-Swann). 

BREEDING. Doubtful. Seoson in NWFF. and Kashmir mentioned by 
Baker as March-May, Needs confirmation by collecting of breeding birds. 

Museum Diagnosis. Tail bright rufous. Tarsus normally only onc*third feathered 
in front; sometimes half. Naked portion scutellated in front; rarely reticulated 
(Baker). For description of plumages see Baker, loc. cit.; \Vilhcrby 1939, 3 : 55-6. 

MEASUREMENTS Wing Bill Tarsiu Tail 

d’ri' 350-385 20-23 65-75 175-195 mm. 

9 9 350-390 — _ _ 

(from cere) (Witherby) 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. IHs hazcI to yclIow. Bill dark plumbeous, lighter at 
base and gape; cere ycllow. Legs and feet yellow; daws black. 

156. Buzzard. Butro (Tcmminck & Schlegel) _ 

Faleo huUojeponkta Tcmminck tc Schlegel, 1844, 
in Siebold*! Fauna Jap., Aves, p, 16 (Japan) 

Bttito barmanirus Hume, 1875, Stray Feathen, 5: 30, in ted 
(Thaycimyo, Upper Pegu) 

Baker, FBI No. 1799, Vol. 5: 143 
Plate 24, fig. 2 and Plate 25, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES, FoT ail buzzards ChvJtim£r (Hindi); Utussa (Tamil); Penmdu 
(Tamil, Mala>'alam — apparently general for all hawks). 

SIZE, Pariah Kite — ; length c. 51-56 cm. (20-22 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Like Other buzzards has dark and light plumage 
phases. In one of these, with creamy browm head and patchy underwing, 
confusingly like immature Brahminy Kite {Haliastur tmfitx). Fidd identi- 
fication unreliable. (Sec Museum Diagnosis.) 

n’ATCs, DiSTRjBUTiON and HABrTAT. Unsatisfactorily known owing to 
chaos in nomenclature, confusion in field identifications, and bek of better 
collected Ynatcrial. All Indian records of buzzards, especially of breeding, 
should be treated with reservation unless supported by skins. 
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Winter visitor. Irregular and uncommon but widespread : N. India, Nepal 
(between e. 275 and 2240 m.), Sikkim, Bengal, Bhut^, Arunachal Pradesh, 
and hills south of the Brahmaputra to Mam'pur. Peninsular India south to 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Ceylon (all zones up to r. 20(X) zn.). 

Extralimifal, * Breeds in Asia fiom E. Turkestan and the Upper Ycn^ 
north to Dauria and Lake Baikal, east to Ussuriland, south to the Himalayas, 
Manchuria, Korea, and Japan. Winters south to India, Burma, and S. 
China ' (Peters). 



Common Buisard {B. buteo) Roughleggcd Bu2«rd (R lagtpiu). SE 


Overhead view 

(Diagrammatic sketches by L Tinbergen) 


OENERAL HADiTS, FOOD, VOICE, ctc. Unrecorded spcciRcaily. 

BREEDINO. EEtralimital. JV«1, the luual stick structure built on ledges 
of ciiffs or on the ground on steep hillsides. 

Museum DtAONosu. Tail more brown than rufous, ivuh 4 or 5 nearly 
dark ban; flanks and thighs rufour. Feathering on lanus variable; in 
covering half to iwo-thirds in front. For description of plumage phases sec Ba ' 


Distinguished from immature Brahminy Kite (//aliartur itnfut) in compart 
lour phase by longer tarsus: 63-74 mm. r. 51-59 mm. 

MEASUREMENTS Wing Bill TaTiiB 

374-379 e. 29 63-65 I9S-2Wmm. 

9 9 389-454 29-36 59-74 225-248 mm. 

(from feathen) (Bak«) 

COLOUR! or BARE FARTS. IrJj bfOwn. Bill plumbcouf-brown to black, I c 
In'* rs-re vellow. Leci and feet vellow: clan's black. 


Genus Butastur Hodgson 

to Hodgson, I843,Jour. AsUt. Soc. Bagtl, I2:3U.Type, byorigiiuldoifn 
tion, Grruf Uesa Franklin 

1 laterally co m pre sse d; culmcn curved from ba»e; festoon genewy 
Jge of upper mandible, sometime! well marked. Nortrili oi^ obliq^ 
f 3rd primary (as.) longest, 4tb almost tubcqual. 2nd primary only a 
ar than 5th, these two much shorier.than 3rd and 4tb. First 3 primanc* _ 
lightly, exnMfginnte oa frmcr web. TiwJ rounded. Tees tbmi; lama 
z than middle toe, feathered only at extreme top; covered with Un 
Js, rather larger In front. . 

aout r e pr esented in Africa and the Oriental Region; only one tpecssi 
imits. 
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157. White-eyed Buzzard-Eagle. Butastur Uesa (Franklin) 

Circus Franklin, 1832 (1831), Proc. zool. Soc. Lond., pt. 1: 115 
(Farther India=Gangcs-Nefbudda, Baker) 

Baker, FBI No. 1774, ^^ol. 5: 104 
Plate 25, tig. 3, Plate 28, fig. 3 and Plate 29, fig. 3 

local names. Tisa (Hindi); Buda mali gedda (Telugu); 3«//ar (Ytrkali); Pcrvndu 
(hlalayalam, for all hawks). 

SIZE. Jungle Crow length c. 43 cm. (17 in.). 

fieli) characters, a small greyish brown hawk t\ith white throat, fivo 
dark cheek-stripes, and a third central stripe running do\m from chin. A 
rmall whitish patch on nape. Underparts brown and whitish. Orange-yellow 
cere and white (or pale yellow) eyes conspicuous at close range and through 
binoculars. At rest closed ■wings reach almost to end of rufous-tinged tail 
Sexes alike. 

In m'crhead flight silvery grey-bro^vn undersides of broad, blunt wings, 
contrasting ^rith darker body, a suggestive clue. From above a patch of 
huffy grey on wing shoulder is conspicuous. 

Young (immature). Feathers of c^o^^•n and nape brown ^vith broad pale 
edges. Forehead and a broad supcrcilium buflfy white. Underparts variable, 
white to buff, the feathers more or less streaked •with dark browm. Cheek- 
stripes narrow or absent. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION’ and HABITAT. Resident practically throughout 
our area from about 1200 m. in the Himalayas (less common south of 
Madhya Pradesh) to Kanyakumari, and from W. Pakistan (Baluchistan) 
to Assam and E. Pakistan. Nepal. Absent in CJcylon. Affects open deciduous 
forest, and scrub-and-bush and cultiv'atcd countr>’ in the plains. Avoids 
moist forest biotope. 

Exlralimilnl. Northern and western Burma south to Tenasserim, 

GENERAL HABITS. Sluggbh and usually tame. Single birds seen day after 
day perched on the same stump, tree-top or telegraph pole in a chosen 
locality whence they pounce on any small animals of 
manageable size that show themselves in the surround- 
ings below. Sometimes one w’ill take up its position 
on the ground, on some mound or boundary stone 
in scrub jungle or cultivation whence to hurl itself on 
any lizard or grasshopper that stirs in the proximity', 
changing the coign of vantage from time to time. 
Occasionally w'alks about in the open, picking up 
flying termites as they emerge from their holes, or on 
charred ground after a forest fire, even while the 
rubbbh b still smouldering, looking for roasted 
lizards and other titbits. Although somewhat slug^h, 
its flight is swift and direct, attained by rapid strokes 
of the rounded wings, reminbeent of a shikra. In the 
breeding season the birds become very noby. Pairs 
commonly soar in circles high up in the sky for long 
periods and ako indulge in spectacular aerial play, 
side-slipping, somersaulting, and stooping at each 
other with astonbhing velocity. 
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FOOD. Rats, and nuce, small snakes, lizards, frogs, crabs. Abo locusts 
grasshoppers and other large insects, and w'inged termites — sometimes 
hawked in the air. Though accused of destroying quails and partridges, 
it seldom takes any* except a sickly or disabled one. On the contrary it is 
highly beneficial as a destroyer of rats and lizards ^vhich arc proven enemies 
of ground game. Among stomach contents the following identified speci- 
fically: Mammals: Meriones hurrianae. Reptiles: ^'‘alrix stolaliUf Afabt^a 
ccrinata. Insects: Chrologonus sp., Tenries obesus, Catharsius sabacuSf Anomala 
varians (larvae), Brachylrypes achatinust Schizodaclylus monstrosus, Gryllolalpa 
qfricana (Mason Sc Lclroy); Acridium peregrinum (?), katydid grasshopper. 

VOICE and calls. A peculiar plaintive, mewing piUwccr^ con- 

stantly uttered m the nest precincts in breeding season; ako while the pair 
is circling aloft. 

BREEDING. Season, chiefly between February and May, varying with 
locality. A'cr/, a loose unlined structure of t\sigs like a cro^v’s. Placed fairly 
high up (9-12 jn.) in the fork or thickly foliaged branch of a treesuchas 
mango or neem^ preferably one of a dump. Eggs, normally 3; greenish 
svhite, broad ovals srith a fairly smooth texture. Usually unmarked; rarely 
with flecks of pale reddbh. Average size of 100 eggs, 46-4 X 38*4 mm. 
(Baker). Both sexes share in building the nest and feeding the young. 
Incubation by female alone; period about 19 days. 

Museum Diagnosis. In newly hatched chick prepennae and preplumulac both 
present. Prepennae iairly Jong and plentifij over the whole body; while above, 
tinged with babcUine at tips; white below. Preplumulac short, tufted, white (C. B. 


Ticehurst). 

MZA5UREUENT3 

Wing 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 


278-304 

28-32 

62-67 

I69-I80 mm. 

$9 ‘ 

295-314 

29-32 

61-68 

170-183 mm. 
(SA) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irist adult aljnost w'hite or pale yellow; imma ture, 
brown. Bill black at tip, changing to ycUov.' on gape, base of low’cr mandible, and 
cere. Legs and feet dingy orange-yellow; daws blade. 


Downy nestling. Iris dark brown. Bill blmsh, black at tip; cere yellow. Legs 
yellow, claw”5 slate. 

Genus Spizaetus Vieillot 

Spizaetus Vieillot, 1816, Analyse ; 24. Type, by subsequent designation, Falco emeba 
Daudin. (Gray, 1840, Lbt Gen. Bds. : 2) 

JJmnaeiops Baker, 1930, Fauna Brit. Ind. Bds., ed. 2, 7 : 408. Typ^ by original 
designation, JJmnaetops e. cinhatus (Gmdin) « Falco cmkatus Gmelin 
Cf. Amadon, D.; 1953, Ibb, 95; 492-500. 

An ocdpital crest of several long black feathers (e. 10-13 cm.) generally but not 
always present. BUI short, rather deep at base; culmen laterally compressed; curved 
thpugbout, with a prominent festoon on edge of upper mandible. Nostrils round, 
ear-shaped. Wings short and rounded; 5th primary (as.) longest or 4th and 5th 
lubcquaL Longest primary exceeds longest secondary by less than length of tarsus. 
Tail longer than in most true eagles, approximating the Sparrow-Hawk in its 
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proportions. Tarsus long and slender; fully feathered. Toes short and stout; outer 
toe longer than inner; daws long and well curv’cd, 

A forest-haunting genus, represented in Africa, tropical America and -throughout 
the Oriental Region. 


^ Key io the Species 

Feathering of tarsus extending to divbion of toes S. nipalensis 

Feathering of tarsus not extending to divbion of toes S. cirrhatus 
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Spizaetus nipalensis (Hodgson) 
Key to the Subspecies 

Darker and larger; wing (Jl 9 440-502 mm. 

Paler and smaller; wing jji 9 402-453 mm 


.S, n. rtipaletisis 
..S. n. kelaarti 


158. Hodgson’s or Feathertoed Hawk-Eagle. Spitattas mpdeimi 
nipalensis (Hodgson) 

Xuaba Xtpaltnsis Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 5: 229, pi. 7 (Nepal) 
Baker. FBI No. 1760. Vol. 5: 89 
■Plate 20, fig. 4 and Plate 21, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMLS. KiaJa pmUmjtf, Kmzha Ml (Lepcha); Rcijm (Sikkim); Spotted 

Hawk-Eagle of Jerdon. 

SIZH. Kite -f; length c. Ti cm. (c. 29 in.). 

A comparatively slender forest-frequenting eagle 
a prominent crest of a few long black feathem (white-tipped in young 
, ? sticking out from hindcrown, and long, slender, feathered legs. ABove^ 

aark brown, .barred with white on rump and upper tail-coverts. Tail dark 
Bro-wn barred with dark grey. Below, two broad black moustachial streaks 
0 orci^k and a third dow-n centre of chin and throat. Forcncck and upper 
Dreast fulvous -ivhite, with broad black vertical streaks or ov'al drops, or 
(m \cr^ old birds) broken brown-and-white barring. Remainder of under- 
chocolate-brown, paler on lower breast, darker on abdomen. Flanks, 

• and under tail-coverts baxTed brown and white. Sexes alike; female 
laigcr. 

Young birds till their second year show’ a confusing variety of plumages, 
,and are difficult to tell in the field. 

th flight all ha\vk-eaglcs of tliis genus appear grey throughout, 

h somedmes" darker sometimes lighter than the wings, profusely 

aired arid streaked (‘ spotted ’). They may be further identified by the 

oit rounded wings, upturned near the end, and the longbh tail. 

^®^tBUTiON and habitat. Resident in the Himala>’as between 
and 2400 m. altitude from N\V. Pakbtan (Hazara dist.) and Kashmir 
E Assam, north and south of Brahmaputra river; Nepal; Manipur; 

Pakbtan (?). In winter w'anders into the Gangctic Plain; has been taken 
as far south as Pachmarhi (lat. 22"30'N.). MVects hill forest. 

^Tdimital. . Yunnan, N. Burma (?). 

GENERAL HABITS. Very similar to the commoner Indian Crested Hawk- 
I^gle {Spizaetus c. cxTTkalus) of pemnsular India, q.v. Hunts from ambush 


;60 FALCON aFORMES 

p in branches of leafy tree, at edge of forest clearing, pouncing on quarry 
oming out to feed in the open. Very fiactable, and easily tamed and 
rained to hunt (Donald). ‘ The fastest eagle on the Indian subcontinent, 
rith astonishing manoeuvrability * (M. Osman). 

FOOD. Chiefly small mammals like hares and large game bir^ like 
Peasants. Once observ'ed striking, carrying off and caring -a fish (Inghs). 

VOICE ahd CALLS. ‘ A shrill raetaUic whistle which might easily be irai- 
aied on a penny whbtle ’ (A. E. Jones). A sharp kee-kikik, Hfce Green 
VIagpie*s, repeatedly uttered frdm perch or on wmg (SA). 

heeding. 5r^on.principaUyFcbniar>* and March, sometimes extendmg 

nto AprU and even May. Kest, a large platform of sticks tvith a depression 
n the centre lined with green leaves; repaired and used m succc^iye yc^. 
Some birds apparently have alternate nests used irregularly, one this season 
he oth^er po^My the next. Built 12 to 25 metres up m large trees like sal 
'ShoTca rob^) — in the higher Himalayas almost invariably deodar (Cedms 
iodora) — in forest at the edge of a broad nullah or ravme overlookmg for«t 
md cuJtivution. Eggs, a single, rarely 2; mostly of two typ^ (u) ^ 

colour or reddish svHte, profusely suppled svith 
darker red or red-brown blotchy, (i) white, 

with rich red, cUefly at the broader end. Average size of 16 eggs 69 9 X 53 8 
mm (Baker). Share of the sexes in building unrecordrf. Apjwrendy fiOTale 
alone Wubates; period unknown. Birds very bold and truculent m defence 

° Mumm. Diaonosis. In the species mpefai* feathering of tai^ extends =0 
of toes, contra in. eirrhatas where it teiminates just above them. For plumages and 
Other detaUs see Baker, loc. cit., and Amadon, loc. dt. tnfra. 
measurements ^\'ing AAl Tarsus 

(from feathers) 

j9 475-491 38-39 r. 108 

A sexed 9 (from Himalayas) has wing 502 nun. 

Amadon’ gives for Indian examples; 

1 o’ ad. Wing 440; 1 <? imm. 415 mm. 

2 9 9 ad. Wing 440, 480; I 9 imm. 440? mm. 

ot ^baH* Adult: Iris brUIiant golden y^ow. BiU 

pi„v;,T, grey. Feet pale dull yellow, yellowish white, or Imd yellow; claws black 

nestling bluish grey; in young (1 to 2 years old) bright ycBow; then bright 
■mlden and finally orange in very old birds (Donald). 


TaU 

283-298 mm. 
(Baker) 


159 Legge’s or Ceylon Feathertoed Hawk-Eagle. Spignetas rdpalensts 
kclaarti Leggc 

Spizaetas kclaarti Leggc, 1878, Ibis: 202 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No, 1762, Vol. 5: 91 

local JtAJirs. Afaia tordc rajalija (Sinhala) ; Perija korJe rasali, Kaluga (Tamil). 

SIZE. Kite +; len gth a. 70 cm. (a. 28 in.). 

> Amadon Daan (1953): ' Remarb on the AsUtic Hawk-Eagles of the genus Spizactas: 
«ii, 95: 492-500. 
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FIELD C3IARACTERS. As for thc nominate race. Superficially a larger 
edition of Legge’s Baza (126), q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis, for differentiation 
from No. 158 in the hand. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Ceylon (hill zone above 
c. 600 m.)j Kerala, Nilgiris, W. Mysore (Malnad). Affects evergreen hill 
forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Same as of 158. Occasionally takes to poultry-lifting 
near forest villages. 

FOOD. As in 158. 

VOICE and calls. Normally silent. A ‘ loud scream * ^vhile soaring 
(Legge). 

BREEDING. Seosoti. Dcccmbcr to February/March in Ceylon. Stewart 
found most eggs in Kerala to be laid in January. J^est and site similar to 
those of the nominate race, the former often at heights of 25 to 30 m. in 
lofty forest trees. Eggs^ normally a singleton, white to greyish white lightly 
freckled or speckled with reddish; very similar to eggs of*?, cirrhatus. 'Average 
size of 32 eggs 69*1 x 54*6 mm: (Baker). Said to be less bold than the 
northern bird in defence of nest. 


Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (158) in being smaller and 
paler, especially on thc underparts. However, according to Amadon, loc. cit., the 
form ktlaarli requires confirmation. 

MEASUKEtlENTS 


9 


Wing Bill Tanui , 

(from feathers) 

427-453 r. 42 107-109 

442 — — 


(Baker) 

A from Kerala measures: Wing 402; bill (from skull) 46; tanus 98‘5; tail 
261 mm. (SA). The only specimen (subadult ^T) examined by Amadon has wing 
410 mm. 

colours of bare parts. As in 158. 


Spizaetus cirrhatl’s (Gmclin) 


with paler underparts, and more or less barred with rufous-white on the 
brown abdomen and vent. Dimorphic: also commonly met in a mchnbtic 
phase with thc entire plumage dark chocolate-broNsm, or almost black, the 
latter confusable with Black Eagle (No. 172), q.v. Intermediates bcn\*cen 
thc two phases occur. 

Young (immature). Lower parts, often pure white without any spotting 
or barring, 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident in thc sub-Himalayan 
tcrai and duars from Garhwal to Bengal, (E, Pakistan?), and Ass^' 
Nepal. Affects forest biotope in the foothills and up to c. 1900 m. altitude. 

ExlTalm\\ol. Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula, Indochinese countries, 
Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Philippine Islands. ' 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 161. Wild and wary, flying off to another perch 
a hundred metres away when approached, and so on, constantly maintain- 
ing distance between itself and observer. If persistently follow^, becomes 
suspicious and flics away over the tree-tops, quickly spiralling upward to 
great height. 

FOOD. As in 161. Often becomes a'habiUial and determined robber of 
domestic poultry from forest villages. 

VOICE and calls. Silent except in the breeding season. When soaring 
aloft, utters * a clear whbtling call very closely resembling thc cry of thc 
curlew — cuT-Ue-ee-ee' (G. C. Madoc, Malaya). Also likened to the screams 
of thc Serpent Eagle {Spilomis ckeela), 

BREEDING. From plains level to c. 1800 m. altitude, chiefly foothills 
between 300 and 900 metres. (5><won, January to April: principally February 
and March. JWif, the typical large platform of sticks and twigs, c. I metre 
across and 35 cm. deep, with a shallow depression for thc eggs, lined >rith 
green leaves. Built high up in a forest tree. Egg, a singleton, indistinguishable 
from that of 161. Average size of 16 eggs 69*8 X5I *9 mm. (Baker). Share 
of thc sexes in the domestic chores, and incubation period, unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Considered by some authors as a crcstlcss race of S. anhtstt, 
by others as a valid species {S. Umnaeetus) because of thc apparent sympatry in parts 
of Burma and Thailand. Its true position needsi further study. 


A 

B 


Key to the Subspecies 
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tilEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus Tail 

A long crest e. 10-14 mm. present S. c. eirrhatus 

Crest short or rudimentary 1 

262 


400-438 

(from feathers) 
39-41 

100-103 240-267 mm. 

Larger; wing over 400 mm S. (c.) litnnaeelus 

Smaller; wing under 400 mm ....*?. e. andamanensis 
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COLOURS OP BARR PARTS. 

As in 16l'. 

(Baler) 


160. Changeable Hawk-Eagle. Spizaetus {cirrhatus) limnaeetus (Horsficid) 

Foleo Limnaeetus Horsficid, 1821, Trans. Linn. Soc. London, 13(1): 138 (Java) 
Baker. FBI No. 1758, Vol. 5: 87 
Plate 20, fig. 5 and Plate 21, hg. 9 
LOCAL NAMES. Sadat (Hindi, Bengali); Morhaita (Garhwal). 

SIZE. Kite -f; length c, 70 cm. (c, 28 in,). * 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Crest rudimentary or very small, seldom longer than 
about 3 cm. Otherwise bird similar to Crested Hawk-Eagle (No. 161) but 


161. Indian Crested Hawk-Eagle. Spizaetus cirrhatus cirrhatus (Gmclin) 

Falco cirrhalm Gmclin, 1788, Sj-sl. Nat,, 1(1); 275 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1756, Vol. 5: 85 
Plate 20, fig. 6, Plate 21. fig. 7 and Plate 28, fig. 12 
LOCAL NAMES. Shoh boat (Hindi); Jutu Mvri, //omit puri gSddd (Telugu); 
boat (Gujarat). 

SIZE. Kite +; length c. 72 cm. {c. 29 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A Comparatively slender, crested forest eagle, 
normally brown above white below, with narrow black longitudinal streaks 
on throat, and broad chocolate streaks on breast. The prominent crest of a 
few long black feathers sticking out from hindcrown, and long slender but 
powerful feathered legs, are diagnostic. Sexes alike; female larger. 
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In overhead flight, thc short, broad, rounded wings (upturned near tip), 
longish tail, white body (lightly or heavily spotted) are leading pointers 
to the adult. 

Young (immature). Head buffy or brownish white; the long black crest 
feathers with whitisli apical edges. Tips of greater wing-coverts largely buffy 
white. Underparts uniform buffy white with faint, sparse, fine shaft streaks 
on breast. 

status, distribution and habitat. Fairly common in well-wooded tracts 
throughout peninsular India roughly south of the range of S. n. nipaUnsis 
(No. 158), and in Ceylon. Its northern limit is fairly indicated by a line 
dra^\'n from Mount Abu (Rajasthan) *to Etawah (U.P.) and thence through 
Shc^hati (Bihar) to Calcutta (Hume, SF, 3: 446). Affects deciduous and 
semi-evergreen forest biotope. 

Extralimital. Burma (Myitkyina dist.), SE. Tliailand — probably strag- 
gler. 

general habits. Keeps to open forest and the neighbourhood of out- 
lying forest \'illagcs and cultivation. Perches bolt upright on a horizontal 
bcugh up in the foliage canopy of a high tree overlooking a glade or clearing, 
not so much hidden by the leaves as backed and camouflaged by them. 
Thc bird thus remains surprisingly unnoticed till it flics out on thc observer’s 
approach to settle in another tree some distance away with a graceful 
upward sweep into thc branches. From such ambush it surveys tlie surround- 
ings for any small animal venturing into tlic open, pouncing on it with a 
svhirlwind rush, smothering it with its wings, and bearing it away in its 
powerful talons. Perhaps less given to soaring tlian many other raptors 
except during thc breeding season when pairs — even single birds (male?) 
— indulge in noisy aerial display-s, zooming up vertically and nose-diving, 
or stooping at each other at liglitning speed, sometimes doing a complete 
Iooping-thc-!oop turn in tlic air. 
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FOOD. Hares, young peafowl, junglefowl, partridges, bush quails, squir* 
rcls, field rats, lizards, etc. Very destructive to domestic poultry around 
forest villages. 

VOICE and calls. A loud high-pitched cry Kt-ki‘ki-ki‘h‘’h'kMl^i’^f*i 
commencing short, rising in crescendo, and ending in a long-dra\m scream. 
Mostly heard during the breeding season, from perch as well as 
Also alleged, with some degree of plausibility, to be thc enigmatical ^9' 
Bird * which sometimes utters thc weird nocturnal cries — a wailing hoo’ho 
immediately preceded by a * harsh cough ’ — as of a woman being strangle 
(JBNHS, 1925, 30: 914-15). Final confirmation of identity is lacking. 

BREEDiNo. Season, in peninsular India overall November to Apn, 
chiefly January and February; in Ceylon continuing tilljunc. A'«l, a luge 
platform of sticks and twigs, c. 95 cm. across and some 45 cm. thick vit 
a central depression lined with fresh green leaves kept renovated ^ 
during incubation. Built between 12 and 30 metres up in a tall 
BaSsia, Dipterocarpus, Albizzia or similar tree generally on a hillside or p 
of a ravine and commanding a wide view. Egg, a singleton, white, « 1 
speckled and blotched with light reddish at the larger end; 
sparingly all over. Average size c. 64*0 X 50*5 mm. Ceylon eggs ^ 

smaller. Both sexes share in building thc nest, but apparently ° 

incubates. Incubation period undetermined; in one case calculated asm 
40 days (Phillips). , 

Mujeu>i DiACNOsn. As for the genus. TIjc species diffen from S. np e 
by thc feathering of the tarsus terminating just above thc toes, not CTten. 
to their base. Resemblance between immaturcs of thc two sjwics 
striking. Ceylon and S. Indian birds arc smaller but otherwise identica ^ ^ 
peninsular population. Size difference clinal, not meriting racial .separa ^ 
hitherto done. For plumage and oUicr cletaib see Baker, loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Bill 

(from skull) 

35-44 
37-46 


Wing 


Tanus 


TaH 


6^ o’ ad, 
9 9 ad. 


351-442 

353-462 


90-106 

96-106 


229-285 mra. 
266-300 mm. 
(SA) 


COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Adult. Iris palc khaki to bright 
var>Tng with age. Bill homy black; cere grc>’uh to greenish brown. Gape an 
greyish green. Feet lemon-yellow; claws homy black. 

Downy nestling. Iris gre^Tsb brown. Bill horny black; cere a r-tl 
in front of and around eyes slaty grey; gape greenish grey; mouth ptn 
greenish grey; claws homy black. hite. A 

Chick (in down, e. fortnight old). Prcpcnnac and preplumu c 
thick rudimcntaiv tuft of white down at nape where crest in adult. brtjw^ 

sprouting; also bastard wing quills, secondaries, upper wing-emrrts, 
scapulars, upper mil-covcrls and rcctriccs. A centra! (spinal) tract o 
dow*n back of neck to midway between the scapulars, and two trac 
brown feathers on either side of breast. , 

MISCELLANEOUS. A downy nestling being hand-reared 
regularly — avidly and copiously — which shows the obvious n , ^ 

poses thc question: How do eagles carry water to tlirir J 
must surely do? 
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162. Andamans Crested Hawk-Eagle. SpiziuUii cinkatus arJamaisTM 

T^-tlcr 

SpisfitUiS ArAsznsrjTjis Tj'tlcr, 1865, Proc. Asiat. Soc, Bengal: 112 
(Port Blair, S. Andaman Island) 

Baicr, FBI No. 1759, Vol. 5: 88 

LOCAi. NAME, Ausigcdda (Andamans, near Port Blair). 

SIZE. Kite; length c. 61 cm, (24 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Smaller c%'en than Ceylon examples of Indian 
Crested Hawk-Eagle (No. 161) and -with a mark^y shorter crest; othcn%-ise 
quite similar. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. • Rather rare resident. Race endemic 
to the Andaman group of islands. (Nicobars?). Generally keeps to outskirts 
of forest near open places (Da\Tson). 

CEKEkAL HABITS. Nothing specifically recorded as different from No. 161, 

FOOD. Frequently takes a chicken or pigeon close to a bungalo%v. One 
observed to capture a Myna {Acniolhtres tristis), and another devouring 
a Kocl {Eudjnamjs) — A, L. Butler. 

VOICE. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Tnc Only nest kno^v'n ss’as found by B. B. Osmaston at Haddo, 
near Port Blair, containing a single egg on 21 January’. It w’ds the t>-pical 
t\^'ig structure c, 10 metres up in a teak tree, lined with green jamun {Eugenia) 
leaves. Eggy as of the peninsular race (161), measuring 62*2 X 50*1 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Size smaller than .9. e. drr}iatu\ Icn^ of crest intennediate 
bctvk’ccn it and S. (r.) Umnaeetis (160). 

measurements. Wing 1 (f* 355, 1 9 377 (Amadon, loc. cit.). 

A scred in tfccBritishMuscumco^'cctinn has wing 375, and a sered 9 366 mm-; 
bill from feathers 38 and 37 mm. respeedvely (Baker). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 161. 

Genus hieraaetus Kaup 

Hierccetus Kaup, 1844, Qassif. Saugeth. u. Vog. : 120. T\pe, by original designa- 
tion, Fdeo per.nal 2 Gmeliii 

Like Spizeetus contains ha\>k-caglcJ which differ from true eagles (c.g. Aqidla) in 
their lighter and slenderer build, smaller bills, longer and slenderer tarsi, and 
proportionately longer tails. Most species have a phase of plumage in which the 
underparts are partly or wholly while. The cmarginadons of the primaries are 
generally much deeperThan in the genus Aquila. 

Bill moderately strong, much hooked at the end and with a prominent festoon 
to upper mandible. Nostrils elliptical and oblique. Tarsi feathered to the toes. 
Toes long; outer toe somewhat longer than inner. Claws sharp and well curved: 
inner and hind claw both large, the latter larger. Wing long: 4th primary* (as.) 
longest exceeding secondaries b>' more than length of tarsus. Tail nearly square, 
equal to more than half the length of wing. 

GenvK represented tn Europ>e, Asia. Africa and --Vustralia. 'llirce species occur in 
India. 

Key fo the Species 

Larger; wing over 480 mm H. fcsdcUis 

Smaller; wing under 450 mni H. perjistus 

Underparts rufous-cheiinut H. kitnerii 
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163. BoneHi’s or Slender Hawk-Eagle. HxeTccetnsfasnaUisfasdcim 
(\^ieillot) 

AqdlafcscialaWeSiloXy 1822, Mem, Soc- linn. Paris, 2(2) : 152 (Montpellier, France) 
Hakcr. FBI Nn 1752. Vol. 5: 77 
Plate 20, fig. 1, Plate 21, fig. 2 and PUte 28, fig. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. MoTOigi (Hindi); KurjUU saSaura (Tclugu); R^eli ( Tamil ). 
Crestless Hawk-Eagle of jerdon. 

SIZE. Kite -r; length c, 6&-72 cm, (27-29 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A comparadvclv slender but powerful uncrcsted 
raptor with a proportionately longer tail than in true eagles, extending 5 
to 8 cm. beyond tips of closed wings. 

Adult. AborCy dark umber-brovm. Belazc, •white to rufous-buft, streaked 
with bladdsh. Tail dark grey abo\x, whidsh belo^v with a broad black 
subtciminal band and sevcralothcrs narrower and ill-defined. Sexes alike; 
female larger. 

In overhead aspect the silvery >vhite body, dark bro'wn under •wing- 
coverts, finely grey-barred flight frathers, and broad black subtenninal 
band in the longish tail arc suggesmx pointers for the adult. 

Young (immature). Aboze, paler brown, the feathers of head and nape 
with still paler edges. BeloiVy rufous or rufous-buff, streaked with blackish. 
Tail narrowly barred and mottled; without the broad subterminal band. 

Distinguished in flight from Tawny Eagle in comparable colour phase 
by slenderer build, narrower wings and relatively longer square-ended tail, 

STATUS, DiSTRiBirnoN and habitat. Resident. TCdesprcad but not 
common. "West Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, bfWFP), India from Kashmir 
and Punjab to W. Bengal. Assam (?); East Fakistan(?), and from e. 2400 m. 


Hieraattus fosdctxts 
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in the Himala>*a5 south to Kanyakumari; Nepal. Ceylon (rare vagrant; 
once). Affects well wooded country, hill and plain, 

ExiraJiniital. Southern Europe south to N. .Africa and cast to southern 
China (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. A bold and active hunter, often killing mammals and 
birds much heavier than itself. Either pounces on them from an ambush 
up in a leafy tree like the Crested Hawk-Eagle, or strikes them by aerial 
pursuit. The victim is killed by being gripped fiercely ^rith both feet, the claT >-5 
dug deeply in. Frequently a pair ^%ill hunt in concert, one bird s^vooping at 
and scattering a flock, c.g. of roost-bound cro^vz, picking on an indiWdual 
thus isolated for determined chase and harrying — turning and twisting 
after it, high and low — ^ while its partner short-circuits the quarn* by 
off-side tactics, both birds then sharing the spoils.'In chasing large birds, gets 
under them and turns over on its back to bind from below (0>man;. Pairs 
indulge in spectacular courtship (also distraction ?) dbplaj-s, swishing down 
through space almost perpendicularly for 50 metres or more, wings pressed 
to the sides, then zooming vertically skjward again. On the crest of the wave 
the bird stands on its tail ’ for a split second then tumbles over lo repeat the 
dh-c or resume sailing. The\* frequently soar and circle aloft like most 
raptors. 

Tooo. Mainly large birds and small mammals like hares. Recorded prey 
includes myna, house crow, green pigeon, crow'-pheasant, partridges, spur- 
fowl, junglefowl, pheasant, florican, houbara bustard, pond heron, painted 
stork, kite and other raptors. Wotmded or disabled waterfowl as large as 
Grc>*lag goose {Anser enser) arc frequently carried off with great audacity 
from almost under the sportsman’s nose. Crows arc at all times a favourite 
food item. Occasionally becomes a scourge to domestic poultry' including 
young turkej's, and is particularly destructive to dovecot pigeons. Lizards 
also taken, but it seldom if ever descends to carrion-eating. 

VOICE and calls. Seldom heard. Described as a shrill creaking cry*; 
a chattering He, He, HHH, 

BREZDINC. Season, principally December and January; sometimes a 
couple of months later locally, ^'est, a massive platform of sticks with a 
central depression lined with fresh green leaves. Added to in successive 
seasons, sometimes the pile assuming enormous thickness. In S. India (Kerala 
and the Nilgiris) built most commonly on lofty trees; elsewhere and in the 
Himalaj'as chiefly on ledges of cliffs. Eggs, normally 2, broad ov-als, white, 
almost unmarked or faintly blotched with pale brown or reddish brown. 
Average size of 46 Indian- taken eggs 69*1 x 53*4 mm. (Baker). Both 
sexes share in nest-building, the male bringing large sticks and tangles of 
branches in his feel, often with green leaves adhering, the female arranging 
them. Incubation apparently by both, but mostly by female. Period un- 
recorded. Nest-feeding by both parents, the male procuring the booty, the 
female tearing it up and ^\ing pieces to the small young. 
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Museum Diacsosb 

MEASUREMENTS Wing Bill Taisus Tail 

cTo' 458-520 42-49 100-104 246-266 mm. 

9 9 490-550 47-49 106-II0 254-285 ram. 

(from skull) (SA) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris ycllowish brown to orange-yellow. Bill bluish 
grc>' at base, homy black distally; cere and gape pale sulphur-yellow. Feet pale 
suIpbur-ycUow’; claws horny brown. 


164. Booted Hawk-Eagle. Hieraaetus pennatus (Gmclin) 

Faleo perxaius Gmclin, 1788, S>'sL NaL, 1(1); 272 (No type locality gh'cn) 
Baker. FBI No. 1753. Vol. 5: 79 
Plate 17. fig. 5, Plate 20, fig. 2 and Plate 25, fig. 11 

LOCAL KAMEL Bogholi, Jtsmz, GiUkri nor (Hindi) ; Udalal gedda (Tdugu) ; Punja 
parendu, Raseli, Kaluga (Tamil); Rajalija (Sinbala). 

SIZE. Kite — ; length c. 50-54 cm. (20-22 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Supcffidally a smaller edition of Bonelli’s Hawk- 
Eagle, also with long feathered tarsus. In two veiy’ distinct plumage phases; 

(1) Light phase. from pale buffy*or rufous-white to umber-brown, 

darkest (blacl^h) on the primaries. Top of head, nape, sides and back of 
neck pale rufcscent buff^ the feathers with darker centres. Forehead and 
lores buffy white; a narrow' black streak running between thecyesandthe 
lores, and similar streaks both above and below the eyes. Below, buffy white 
with blackish streaks, particularly on chin and upper breast. In overhead 
aspect colour pattern of light phase reminiscent of dirty white Neophron 
s’ulturc Tvith blackish band along trailing edges of wings. 

(2) Dark phase. Above, brown \\ith dark shaft-stripes, and whitish upper 
tail-coverts. Beloui, cither dark brown or pale rufous with blackish streaks 
on breast. Tail gre>ish brown above, pale below, banded and tipped paler. 
Sexes alike; femj lai^r. 

Young (immature). More or less like (2) abo\'e. On the wing, dark and 
immature phases very like immature Brahminy Kite, but the relatively 
slenderer proportions and markedly longer and square-ended tail {eontra 
rounded) usually diagnostic. Often flics with Pariah Kites in urban locah'tics 
and is frequently mistaken for one; also because of its kitc-like flight. But 
shape of tail, square-ended r. forked, establishes its identity. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Partly resident; chiefly winter 
visitor (fkirly common). Indian range practically as for Bonelli’s Eagle: 
W. Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, NVVFP), and all India from c. 2400 m. 
in the Hunala>*as south through the Gangctic Plain and D^can to Kanya- 
kumarL Nepal; Ceylon (occasional in winter). Not specifically recorded 
in Assam or E. Pakistan, but doubtless occurs. Affbets wcil-woodcd country', 
hill and plain. Commonly also semi-desert with Dalbergw and other forot 
plantations, groves of trees around human habitations or within 
cultiration. 

ExtralieHtal. ‘ Breeds in the Iberian Peninsula, S. France, SE. Europe 
and S. Rustia cast to S. Transbaikalia, south to N. Africa and India. ^Ymters 
chiefly in India and NX. Africa ’ (Peters). Also Burma and Malay Peninsula. 
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GENERAL HABITS. Thc smaUcst of OUT * stocHngcd ' eagles. Though super- 
ficially a miniature, of BonelJi’s at rest, its flight is much more Htc a kite*s, 
light and ^>'avcnng, the bird constantly s^%’er\*ing in its course. Talccs its 
prc>* on the ground or in the air, cither pounenng on it from an ambush or 
chasing it on the ^^i^g like a falcon. Regularly hunts in couples (whence 
Icnoum as Du tamddmr. = v,yo brothers, in Iran), the birds stooping alter- 
nately on thc quarry* till struck, then sharing the spoils. Collects in numbers 
to roost at night in groves of large leafy trees. Im'ariably mobbed by crow's 
svho cridcntly differentiate it readily from the Pariah Kites with whom it 
may be associating- 

ROOD. Small mammals, birds and reptiles. The following specifically 
recorded: squirrel, rat, lark, pipit, barbel, chukor, bulbul, dove, pigeon, 
domestic chicken. Often becomes a serious marauder of the poultrv' 
>*ard. 

VOICE and caixs. ‘ A very harsh falcon-Ukc crj* hk-kik-kik oft repeated * 
(A. E. Jones). \^cr)' noisy in the breeding season * with a shrill piercang call * 
(Donald). * Series of calls like Himala>-an Pied Woodpecker, louder, more 
musical and \'aried-* * Striking whistling notes ’ while going through aerial 
evolutions in breeding season (WTiitchcad). 
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Sfosen^ c. March to June in thc Himalayas. AVr/, a platform of sticks with a 
central depression lined with fresh green leaves or pine or deodar needles. 
Built high up (25-35 m.) in a lofty chenar, deodar or pine, or in a 
tree growing out of a precipice, normally 2, white or skim-milk 

blue faintly and evenly stippled and blotched with pale rust)- red. The 
edges of the nests and ground underneath, even before thc eggs hatch, 
arc often littered with feathers and remains of doves and other \ictim$ 
of the eagles. Average size of 6 Indian-taken eggs 56-7 X 44*2 mm. 
(Baker). Share of thc seXes in the domestic chores, and incubation period, 
unrecorded. 

Mcstcu Diagnosis 


MEASt-HEMENTS 


Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 


(from feathers) 


370-412 

31-33 

61-64 


(from skull) 


385-423 

34-36 

65-69 


Tail 

188-122 mm. 
(Baker) 

204-225 mm. 
(SA) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ins brown. Biu bluish grey or pale blue with black tip; 
cerr and gape yellow. Feet dull ycHow. 



BREEDING. Brccds frccl)' in NWFP. and the high Himalayas in Kashmir 
Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal, etc, between 1800 and 3000 ra. altitude 
(Whitehead, Donald, Osmaston, Jones, and others). Possibly abo nests 
sparingly and locally in peninsular India, doubtfully recorded as such in 
Salem in Madras State (Theobald), and circumstantially in Gujarat (SA^, 


165. Rnfbusbellicd Hasvk-Eagle. Hieraattus kunnii kiainii (E. Geonroy) 
Asttff Ktersrii G. S- { ^ E. Gcof&oy), 1035, Mag. Zool., a 2, pL 35 (Himalayas) 
Baker, FBI No. 1754, Vol. 5: 80 
Plate 20, fig. 3 and Plate 25, fig. 10 


LOCAE NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SEE. Kite i; length c. 53-61 cm. (21-24 in.). 

field characters, a handsome slender eagle svith a distinct ocapit^ 
crest as in 161, but shorter. Aiore, includmg CTOsvn, crest, and sides ofliead 
clossy black. £r/ow, chin, throat and upper breast vthite ui* long black 
stripes. Rest or underparts deep rurous<hestnut. streakrf mth black on 
abdomen and flanks. In flight a large pale brownish patA (secondanes) on 
upper side of ssing conspicuous. In overhead aspect the long wings and 
comparatively short tail give it the look of a lai^ fdcon but ptdc ^y 
underdo of wings and tail, contrasting wnth white breast Md nch fer- 
ruginous abdomen, arc diagnosu'e points. Sexes alike; female larger. 

Young (immature). Aicre, brown, thc feathers dwk c^tred. A to 
across forehead, and broad supcrcilium svhite. Tail dark 
paler and broadly barred with grey. RrW, white, sparsely streaked wnth 

'"'“s^ACTiS. DisTRtiiunoN. and HAun-AT. Resident IVith a c^'ously dton- 
tinuous Indo-Malayan dUtribudon: Eastern 

Sikkim to E. Assam, Manipur. E. Pakistan; mT 

south India from r. Uoa and K. M,-sore through “ ("Pi" 
and Ceylon (all zones). Absent in the 

and moist deciduous forest biotope; 'p' Himalaras and to r 

chiefly foothills and up to e. 1500 m. altitude m the E. Himalayas and to 

1200 m. in SW. Indin. 
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Extralimital. Burma, Thailand ( ?), Malay Peninsula. 

CE.VERAL HABITS. A forcst caglc, usu.Tlly seen soaring or firing with 
*' rapid falcon-likc W'ing-bcats above thc tree-tops on forcst-clad hillsides or 
over wooded vallo-s. Or it may perch bolt upriglit and alert on a horizontal 
bough up in the foliage canopy of some lofty tree overlooking a glade or 
clearing, watching for prey venturing into the open. From this ambush it 
pounces on its quarry, killing it on thc ground, or striking in the air before 
thc rictim has time to get properly under way by a thunderbolt stoop re- 
miniscent of a peregrine falcon. 


Hleraaettn Kienerll 



FOOD. Chiefiy large birds and small mammals. Kalecj pheasants, jimglc- 
fowl, spurfowl, wood partridge, green pigeon, squirrel have been specifically 
recorded. Destructive to domestic pigeons and poultrs* in forest habitations. 

VOICE and CAi-ts. Variously described ns * a plaintive scream not unlike 
a kite’s * (Baker); * a piercing scream ’ (H. C. Smith) and ‘ a wild resounding 
call * (H, Slc\Trvs}. Normally silent, 

BREEDING. Vcr)’ litllc data concerning the nortlirrn p<ipul.i!ion, and 
apparently no nest ever taken. Better kno^\■n in Kerala where it breeds at 
dex-ations between 300 and 1200 m., prinripallv 500 to 000, Sfiuj//, c. 
December to March. .NV/b a barge pLatfonn of sticks, some ofirn s^ith grc**n 
leaves still attached, the central depression lined with green leaves uhidi 
are frequently renewed during incubation. Built higli up (21-30 ni.) in a 
tall tree in dense forcst, M with some otlirr raptfus it occarion.ally li.as Uko 
nests at \ar)-ing distances from eacli oiljrr, used in surcrwisc or .Tltcmatc 
seasons. £c?» ^ **‘”2^^**^”* broad oval, white, almiwt unm.-.rkrd or densely 
blotched with pale reddish brown pri.mar)' and lavendcr-grcx' secondary 
markings. Average size of 19 eggs 61 -2 x 48- 1 mm. (Baker). Share of sexes 
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in the domestic chores, and incubation period, unrecorded. The birds are 
said to be fierce in defence of their nest and eggs, .*i • • 

Museum Diagnosis. Owing to inadequate compamfivc material it 
whether thc populauom in the north and south arc identical, as praum 


Bill 

(from feathers) 

%% ■ "IS "lU 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill plumbeous grey, black at *Pi 
cere yellow. Legs and feet dull yellow. 

Genus AquiLA Brisson 

Aipf/aBrisson. 1760. Om.. I: 28. 419. Type, by tautonymy, d}«(a Brisson -Wo 
chiysoeioi Linnaeus 

Large and powerful raptors. Bill slrong, rather long and cun 
mar.iL cfup'Lr mandible suai.b. c. widi a very 

and 5th primaries (as.) longest; first primary S'"'””’ foihw^to toes; 

Tail modcrate; slightly rounded or almost powerful, 

claws curved, strong and sharp, the hind ‘f ^ZLLmedinouT 

The genus is found throughout Europe, Asia and N. Amen . p 
area by six species. 

Key to the Species 

A Nostrils elliptical or ear-shaped, higher than broad ^ 

B Nostrils round, as high as broad ^ 

1 Qawa veiy large; hind daw over 50 mm ‘ ’ *h 

Qaws moderate; hind daw under 50 mm I”''." /•*’’% 273 

. Base of mfl white 

Base of tad not while j ^ 

b Wing o’ under 530 mm., 9 under 575 mm - 

Wing t? over 536 mm., 9 over COO mm .‘"I’ Vadl 

I Barring on tail faint or lacking 276 

Barring on tail conspicuous ' jj, 

II Plumage deep browri; crown and nape tawny. . . . A. Ariiera t»m7 

Plumage pale uniber brown V 'iie’w (VuvL 

a' Underparts A. nt.tcu u 

Underpans not striated ‘ LLi * V 

a» Edges of secondary uing-coverts narrowly tipped p* CT o 

„ At. tiiMimn 

not at all 

Edra of secondary w ing-eoverti widely lipped pa/er- ... 
/f. f, 

2 Longeit prVmao’ Liending 70-80 mm. beyond seventh -C 

Loncat primary exiending BO-90 mm. beyond 

c Upperparu dark chocolalc-brown. 273 

Upperpatu heavily spoiled with while; 179 

streSed wiih chocoble and pale rufous .4. e/esf (j ) 


69 
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d Umpotted and unjtreaked above and below 

A. pcmaTina (ad.) 

Underparu narrmvly streaked and opperparts faintly spotted 

A.pommna (juv.) 


273 

Page 

281 

281 


166. Himalayan Golden Eagle. Aquila chtjsaelos dapkanea Severtzov 

Aquih daphama Severtsov, 1888, Nouv. Mim. Soc. Imp. Nat. Mmcou, 15 (liw. 5) : 
190 (Russian Turkestan, Mongolia, Himalayas, Transbaikalia and Ala-shan 
MountainsV 

Aqidla chiyseulos kodgsoni Ticchurst, 1932, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 52: 25 (Hazara). New 
name for A* daphanta Hodgson, 1844, in Gray’s Zool. Misc.: 81, nomtn nudum 
Baker, FBI No. 1746. Vol. .5: 68 
Plate 26, fig. 6, Plate 27, fig. 6 and Plate 28, fig. 9 

local names. MuriSri (Chamba); DhtmethuirUh (= ‘monal tiger* or monal 
IdUer — Bashahr, Himachal Pradesh). 

SIZE. Vulture ±; length c. 90-100 cm. (c. 35-^ in.). 
held characters. A s-cry large and powerful eagle, deep chocolat^ 
brown (almost black) svith golden or tawny-rufous hinderown, nape md 
hindneck. Thighs, upper and under tail-coverts, and shoulders of wings 

rufous-brown. Sexes alike; female larger. 

In soaring overhead flight the broad wings, held in a wide open V shghtty 
above line of back (as in King Vulture and Black Eagle) and ending m 
upturned widely splayed ‘ fingers *, make it distinctive. Confusion possible 
with adult Imperial Eagle (167) as when flying in high vnnd *e 
white bases of scapulars and back feathers may.show up like the irregular 
white marks on back of Imperial; but rufous-buff feathers- on hmderoum 
and nape.of Golden are usually suggestive of its identity. Also taU relatively 
longer, and wings narrower than in Imperial. 

Young (immature). Glossy browrush black with tawny head and neck. 
In flight a white moon-shaped patch in centre of wings both above and Mow 
(bases of primaries), and white tail with broad blackish terminal band, 
are revealing features. No confusion possible with young Imperial Eagle 
which has a brown lineated plumage, much lighter below. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Baluchistan and me 
Himalayas from W. Pakistan (NVVF, Province) to eastern Assam (mcludmg 
Nepal), from c. 1850 metres altitude to summer snowlme, c. 3000-5500 m. 
Affects desolate, rugged high mountain countiy wim crags and precipices, 
and sparse stunted vegetation.' Unlikely to be found near any M-station. 
ExtraKmilal. Turkestan and E. Persia to C. Asia, south to me Himalayas 

^ CENERAL HABITS. In Its typical Himalayan habitat perhaps lias un- 
common man generally supposed. Pairs hold sway over enormous temtones, 
occupying them mroughout the year for many years in succession — almost 
traditionally. FUght direct and seemingly unhurried, with powerful wang- 
beats and long glides. Method of hunting very falcon-like. SomeUm« 
chases its quarry svim speed and determination, but usually stoops at it 
from a height at terrific velocity, striking with me huge hindclasv and vir- 
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tually splitting open me largest prey. Pairs often hunt in concert, one bird 
driving and harrying the quarry while its mate stoops from above and 
strikes. Circles aloft singly or in pairs, and in breeding season indulges 
in the spectacular stooping and nose-diving display common to many of 
its lesser relatives. 

FOOD. Mainly game birds and mammals, of which the following spcci- 
ficallyrccorded: pigeon, chukor. snowcock, monal and other pheasants; 
nest young fed predominantly on crows, chiefly Corvus maarorhjnchos. Also 
kills foxes, marmots, pine martens, hares, flying squirrels {P^taurista spp.). 
young bharal (Xtumorkaedus), and fawns of musk deer {Moschus). Occasion- 
ally new-born lambs of domestic sheep and full-grovm tahr (Hemitragus), 
the latter attacked on the edge of a cliflf and hurtled to its death b^ow 
(C. H. Donald). Hardly ever carrion. 

VOICE and calls. Normally very silent. A thin shrill yelp as of a dog, 
and ‘ barking cries * have been described. 

BREEDING. Season, principally January to March; somewhat later at 
higher altitudes than at low’cr. J^est, a huge platform of sticks on a ledge of 
a cliff, but more usually in a deodar, juniper or such-like tree overhanging 
a steep precipice or growing out of a cliff-face in difficult and fearsome situa- 
tions. Eggs, almost invariably 2, vriiite, marked with fairly large blotches, 
and freckles and spots of light reddish brown. One of the pair usually more 
darkly marked, the pale one with very faint lavender secondary markings. 
Average size of 10 Indian-taken eggs 77*1 X 61' 7 mm. (Baker). Share of 
the sexes in the domestic chores and other details unrecorded in India. In 
Europe incubadon mostly by female; period in wild state estimated as c. 
40 days (Witherby). 

Museum Diagnosis. Primaries exceed secondaries by more than length of tarsus ; 
in closed wing reach to within 3 cm. of tail-tip. Nostril elliptical, higher than broad. 
Hind claw much curved, enormous, over 63 cm. round curve {vide Donald). For 
detailed description of plumage and structure sec Witherby 1939, 3: 41-2 for 
nominate race, from which A. c. daphnnea differs only in being sonie\vhat larger 


and paler. 

MEASURF.XtENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’ri’ 

630-655 

(from feathers) 
53-56 

89-95 

315-335 mm. 

99 

660-700 

58-^ 

' 95-105 

350-365 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 

Iris dark brown; 

(Baker) 

eyelids yellow. Bill dark horn 

bluish horn, black at tip; cere yellow. Feel yclloiv; claws homy black. 


167. Imperial Eagle. Aqutia heliaca heliaca Savigny 

Aquila htliaca Savigny, 1809, Deser, Egvpic, Oh., 82, pi. 12 (Upper Egypt) 
Baker. FBI No. 1747. Vol. 5: 69 
Plate 26, fig. 7, Plate 27, fig. 7 and Plate 28, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. JumiZy Bddd jumiz, Salsngal (Hindi); Fru {Bengal). 

SIZE. .Vulture — ; length c. 81-90 cm. (32-35 in,). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Adult, dccp glossy blackish bro\vn with paler 
(tawny-buff to whitish) head and neck, T^ vrith mottled bands of grey 
and brown, tipped whitish and with a broad blackish subterminal band. 
Irregular white marks on back (scapulars). Vent and under tail-covcrts 
dull buff. Sexes alike; female larger. 

Confusable vrith adult Golden Eagle, q.v., but head much paler. At one 
stage of plumage — dark chocolate with golden whidsh head — reminiscent 
of colour pattern of immature Marsh Harrier. In flight the relatively shorter, 
less protruding tail and broader wings (held in line wdth body not in flat 
V above it) are suggestive pointers. 

Young (immature). Above, light to dark browm, feathers of head and 
nape with paler edges. Upper tail-covcrts whitish. Tail light brown tipped 
with fulvous, with pale bars towards base. Below, always conspicuously 
paler and lineated or streaked, i.e. with lines of darker brown spots running 
down entire underside. 

Confusion of immature possible with adult Steppe and Tawny, but its 
lineated or streaked underparts diagnostic. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare resident (?), but mainly 
winter visitor. W. Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, NWFP), N. and NW, India 
(Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Nepal) south to Gujarat (Kutch, Saurashtra). 
How much further east and south uncertain due to records being vitiated 
by confusion in field identifications. Affects open treeless country. 

Extralimital. ‘ S. Europe from Hungary to S. Russia, thence casUvard 
to Lake Baikal; south to Greece, Cyprus, Asia Minor, N. India, and 
China. South in winter to Sudan and SomaUIand, India, and SE. China 
(Peters). 

incRATioN. Absent in the Himalayas (NWFP, Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, etc.) and the Indian plains between March and September. 
Migration (evidently of this species) observed by C. H. Donald in Himachal 
Pradesh on 9 November 1923; many birds flying steadily and purposefully 
in single file c. 100 m. up, spaced out at a few minutes* interval each, in an 
ENE. to WSW. direction (JBNHS, 1924, 29: 1054). 

GENERAL HABITS. A hcavy sluggish cagic, normally seen perched for hours 
on end on a slump or tree-top, or on the bare ground, in open semi-desert 
or flat featureless country such as at the edge of the Rann of Kutch. Obtains 
its food by pouncing on any small animal that may show itself in its vicinity, , 
blit mostly by pirating — chasing other hawks and eagles (including Laggar 
Falcon) and forcing them to surrender what they have hunted. Also very 
largely a carrion cater, commonly seen at animal carcases and about 
slaughter-houses and munidpal refuse dumps. Flight slow and heavy like 
a vulture’s. 

FOOD. Apart from carrion and miscellaneous booty procured by piracy’, 
occasionally kills rodents, reptiles and ground birds. Stomach of a specimen 
taken in Kutch contained a freshly swallowed Russell’s Viper {l^pera 
Txisselli) c. 36 cm. long, and remains of a Common Sandpiper {Tringa hypo- 
leucos), the latter doubtless pirated. Another held remains of two large Fat- 
tailed lizards {Uromastix hardwickii). 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded in India. In Europe * a quick barking 
ewk-owk^owk *. 
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BREEDING. In vicw of past misidentifleations, old breeding records not 
completely trustworthy. The only two dependable ones, both from Punjab, 
seem to be (1) from Hansi (February, Blcwilt), (2) from near Jhclum 
(April, Rattray) when the incubating females were shot and identified. 
The nests were large compact masses of sticks and twigs built c. 6 and 9 m. 
respectively up in trees. Egg^, 2 (?), generally broad ovals, dull white 
scantily spotted and blotched with pale lavender-grey. Average size of 
eight ‘Indian* eggs 70*9 X 54*6 mm. (Baker). No other information 
recorded. 


Museum Dia(jnosi3. As in No. 166, but too somovhal shorter and hind daw 
markedly so — u.ider c. 63 mm. round cur\’c {ride Donald), 
siEASUREKLNTs of Indian specimens 



Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarstis 

Tail 

d’e? 

575-600 

c. 54-55 

e. 91-95 

253-270 mm. 

9 9 

605-630 

c. 60-66 

— 

(Baker) 

29 9 (Gujaral) 

630-632 

60-66 
(from skull) 

102-105 

284-328 mm. 
(SA) 


A 9 shot in Kohal weighed 8 lb. ^ = 3630 gm.) — IVhiichcad. 


COLOURS OF BARF PARIS. Iris: adult, liazcl OF brownisli ycllow; immature, duller 
and browner. Eyeshade and eyelids yellow. Bill bluish horny, tipped blackish; 
cere yellow to greenish yellow. I>gs .'md fcci chrome-yellow; claws black. 

168. Tawny Eagle. Aquila rapax mndkiana Franklin 

Aquila Vindbiana Franklin, 1831, Proc. zool. Soc. Lend. pL 1: 114 
(Vindhya Hills, central India) 

Baker. FBI No. ,1749. Vol. 5: 72 
Plate 26, fig. 4, Plate 27. fig. 5 and Plate 28, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. OkocB, JRagoT (Hindi); DhcXva (Wagri); Bursaxvul (Ycrkali); 
Aldwd, Salawd (Tdugu); Ali (Tamil, for all eagles) ; Pennar {Sind)', Deski jummds 
(Gujarat). 

SIZE. Pariah Kite -f-; length c. 63-71 cm. {c. 25-28 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. OuT commoncst and most vridcly distributed eagle 
in the plains. A heavy and extremely variable-coloured raptor ranging from 
dirty buff (almost whitish) to bro^v*nish black. Legs feathered dovNTi to toes. 
Tail rounded like vulture’s but relatively longer. Wings long, reaching 
almost to tail-tip when bird at rest. Sexes alike; female larger. 

In sailing flight wings held in-line with body. Easily confused with the 
migratory Steppe Eagle (No. 169, q.v.), especially w’hcn the two whitish 
wing-bars of Ae latter arc not conspicuous. 

Whether, and to what extent, colour variability due to age is uncertain. 
Juvenile plumages in this and other eagles impossible to study without good 
series of fledged juveniles of properly identified parents actually collected 
from nest. This is a poser for Indian ornithologists. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. W. Pakistan (Baluchistan, 
Sind, NWT. Province), and the drier parts of the subcontinent. Nepal tcrai. 
Assam, and cast to Bangladesh. South to N. Kanara and northern Tamil 
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Nadu. Affects semi-desert and dry deciduous country, chiefly plains and 
plateaux. 

Exiraltmita!, North central Burma? dry parts. 



Xc.i 


GENERAL HABITS. Usuall/ secn perched singly on a tree-top in the mids 
of ploughed fields, fallow land, or low scrub jungle. Often on the outskirt 
of villages at animal carcases or scavenging at refuse dumps in association 
witli vultures, kites, and crows, by the last of whom it is invariably chivvied. 
Like most eagles, performs spectacular aerobatics in the breedihg season 
consisting of scries of steep nose-dives and upsweeps. At crest of every wave, 
just when reversing to vertical %*Ath wings closed, utters a harsh grating 
ktkeke. The display (by cT ?) often lasts for ten minutes or more at a time even 
when no mate participating. Obtains its food largely by piracy, chasing with 
speed and determination smaller hawks and falcons and bullying them into 
surrendering their lawful prize. Rarely also hunts small mammals or disabled 
birds. Has been observed to catch an unwounded Purple Coot {Porphyrio) 
and Florican {Sypheo tides). On account of this pirating habit it sometimes 
becomes a nuisance to falconers, mistaking the jesses of a trained falcon for 
captured prey and chasing it till lost to sight and unrecoverable. Indin- 
duals occasionally take to habitual chicken-lifting, especially when feeding 
nest-young, and then become a serious menace to poultry keepers. Numbers 
roost collectively in groves of leafy trees in company with other raptors, 
c.g. Honey Buzzards. 

FOOD. Small mammals, birds, and reptiles, mostly robbed from kites 
and other hawks? carrion and garbage. Among crop and stomach contents 
the following identified: Short-tailed Bandicoot {Nesokia sp.), Gerbille 
{MeriQnes)^ Grey Qpail {Coturmx)^ Bush Quail {Perdicula). 

VOICE and calls. A variety of loud raucous cackles; a distinctive gut- 
tural kra as ‘ war cry ’ while in pursuit; a harsh grating kekeke in display 
flight. Fledged young in nest when hungry and calling for food utters loud 
cheeps like a two-month-old chicken separated from its mother hen. 

BREEDING. Stoson^ ovcrall November to March/April, varying locally, 
a large platform of sticks and twigs, sometimes thinly lined wth gr.iss 
and leaves. Built at or near the top of. a babool (Acacia arabica)^ kandi 
(Prosopis spicigera)^ sheesham (Dalbergia sissoo)^ peepul (Ficus Tcligiosa) or 
similar tree, preferably standing by itself, often close to a village, 2 
or 3, white or greyish white with a few reddish b^o^vn spots and specks 
Average size of 80 eggs 66*0 x 52*8 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in nest- 


building and feeding young; evidently female alone incubates and is a 
close sitter. Incubation period unrecorded* 

Museum Diagnosis. Usually distinguishable from Steppe Eagle (169) by some- 
what smaller size and absence of the two whitish bars on upper side of wing (tips 
of secondaries and greater coverts). But in borderline cases there seems to be no 
character by which the two can be told with certainty; hence considered conspecific 
by some authorities. 

Chick (in do>vn). * Prepennae and prcplumulae present — white, spane'on 
cere and round orbit, otherwise completely covering body. Prcplumulae make up 
the bulk of the down. Iris bluish brown; bill dull black; rcrc, gape and legs yellow' 
(C. B, Ticchursl). 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

Tail 

500-535 

r. 48-51 

80-87 

242-258 mm. 

510-560 

48-56 

84-91 

242-285 mm. 




(Baker andS.\) 


COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Adult. Irti yellow-brown. Bill horny black, plumbeous 
at base of lower mandible; cere and gape lemon-yellow. Feet yellow; claws black. 
(One in very pale buff plumage had the cere ivory white.) 


169, Eastern Steppe Eagle. Aquila rapax mpaUnsis Hodgson 

Aquila tapalmii Hodgson, 18<k .Vsiat. Res., 18(2): 13, pi, I (Nepal) 

Baker. FBI No. 1748, \'oi. .■>: 70 
Plate 26, fig. 5, Plate 27, fig. 4 and Plate 28, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Jumtz (Hindi); Cong.au (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Kitc"f ; c. 76-80 cm. {30-32 in.). 

FIELD cHARAtrTERs. Very. Similar lo the Tawny Eagle (168) and like it 
s’ariable in coloration, ranging from deep blackish brown to pale, almost 
buffish* brown; often with a rufous patch on nape. Usually two diagnostic 
pale bars on upper as w'cll as underside of wings formed by whitish tips of 
secondaries and coverts. Connexion, if any, between colour phases and age 
not properly understood. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor. Common in W. 
Pakistan,' Nepal and N. India, wandering south at least lo tl.t 'Bombay 
Deccan,, east to S. Orissa (to c. 22®N. lat.). Said lo occur uncommonly in 
Assam. E. Pakisian(?). Affects open treeless country in its breeding range; 
more or less the same biotope as Imperial and Tawny in its winter quarten. 

Exlralimilal. * Breeds from tbc Altai to Mongolia and SE. Siberia, sondi 
to NW. India and Himalayas[?3, IVinters to India and S. China * (Peters). 

MIGRATION. Donald shot one on a high pass in Bashahr (Himachal 
Pradesh) in October where southward migration was in progress. The I960 
Indian Mt Everest Expedition found three large eagles lying dead on the 
South Col c. 7925 m. (26,000 ft.) altitude on 23 May, which had obviously 
perished while on passage over this difficult pass. One of these was brought 
down to the Bombay Natural History Society and identified as this species. 
Another eagle, possibly also Steppe, had been found dead in the same pass 
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by a Swiss expedition in autumn 1952. The South Col would therefore 
seem to lie on one of the regular routes of this eagle across the Himalayas 
between its summer and winter habitats. ' 

GENERAL HABITS, Mofc closcIy rcscmblc those of Imperial than of Tawny 
which usually occupies a sommvhat different ecological niche — more wooded 
country. But the two often occur side by side in winter. Said to be more 
active in its hunting than Imperial ; but living largely by piracy and carrion- 
eating. 

FOOD. As in 167. Nothing specifically different recorded. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Its alleged occasional breeding in India re- 
quires confirmation by actually nesting specimens. 

Museum Diagnosis. Nostrils elliptical or car-shaped, higher than broad. Two 
whitish bars on upperside of wings formed by pale tips to secondaries and greater 
coverts. Hindclaw about same size as in Imperial (35-45 mm.) but foot smaller 
and weaker. Considered by some authorities conspecific with A, rapax, q.v, ' 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

cJ'd’ 

510-595 

(from feathers) 
50-56 

85-89 

250-290 mm> 

9 9 

602-625 

. 56-58 

— 







(Baker) 


Tarsus of specimens in BNHS collection 92-96; 4o? (84) 92-98 mm. 

The South Col specimen (sex ?) measured: Wing 585; bill (from skull) 55; 
tarsus 98; hindclaw 35; tail 290 mm. 

Weight of one from Punjab 3060 gm. (IVhistler). 

COLOURS Of DARE PARTS. Ifis hazcl to dark brown. Bill black; cere deep yellow. 
Legs and feet dull yellow or greenbh yellow to bright yellow; claws black (Baker), 


170. Greater Spotted Eagle. Aquila clanga Pallas 

Aquila Clansa Pall.*w, 1811, Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat., 1: 351 (Russia and Siberia) 

• B.ikeV. rni No. 1750. ^^o1. 5: 74 
Plate 26. fig. 3. Plate 27, fig. 3 and Plate 28, fig, 7 

IGCAL NAMES. Kiiljdnqd (Hindi); Xdlla gdddd (Tclugu). 

Size. Kitc-k; length c. 64-72 cm. (c> 25-28 in.). 

nEu> CHARACTERS. A Very dark eagle without whitish head seen in the 
vicinity of a jhccl is pretty certain to be an adult Greater Spotted. 

Adult. Above, dark blackish brown with purplish or maroon reflections 
on mantle- Usually a little white visible in upper lail-covcrts, and sometimes 
minute white specks on l>ody and wings (due to white bases of feathers 
showing through). Btloiv, slightly paler. Sexes alike; female. larger. 

In sailing flight wings held in line with body svith the tips slightly 
dovvncurvTd. Tt\o pale bands \isil)Ie on upper side of wings. But indistin- 
gaishalilc witli certainty in the field from adult Lesser Spotted except when 
upper tall-coverts arc pure white; riing>’ white may apply to both species. 

Voting (immature). Aheie, dark blackish brown sometimes wdth paler 
crotvTi and nape due to buff tips to the feathers. Back and v.ings sparsely 
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streaked and spotted with buff or white. Rump pale brown; upper lail- 
covcrts whitish, showing up prominently in flight as a broad crcsccnttc 
patch above base of tail. Below, dark brow’n broadly streaked with buff. 

^Separable from immature Lesser Spotted Eagle (171) by darker colora- 
tion with more pale spots and streaks on upperparts, and (usually) more 
distinct white crescent above base of tail. 

Many confusing intermediate colour phases between the above two, 
presumably according to age, , 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and breeding in W. 
Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab) and N. India (Gangcdc Plain). 
Nepal (lowlands), east through Bihar, W. Bengal, and Assam. Manipur; 
E. Pakistan. South lo about 22'’N. lat. (Khandesh, N. Gujarat, etc.). AVan- 
dering south in the Peninsula in winter when population augmented by 
influx of migrants. No recent records from the Carnatic and Malabar 
coasts where a hundred years ago jerdon (1862) described it as * tolerably 
common *. This change in status doubtless due, as noticeable even toda^ 
to altering ecological conditions, natural or man-made, the Greater Spotlco 
— a predominantly water- and marsh-linked eagle — being particularly 
vulnerable to draining and marsh reclamation. A specimen taken at Londa, 
N. Mysore (15“3rN., 74®32'E., Koclz c. 1941), is perhaps the southernmost 
recent record in the Peninsula, Absent in Ceylon. Restricted lo wcll-watcrcd 
tracts; affects the neighbourhood of jhcels, canals and marshes. 

ExtroHmital. * Breeds in European Russia from lat. 60®N. south to the 
Balkan States; east through Turkestan, S, Siberia and Transbaikalia to 
Amurland, south to NW, India and N. China. Winters south to NE. Africa. 
India and S. China ’ (Peters). 

general HABITS. Kccps to wcll-tvooded, wcll-watcrcd tracts with per- 
ennial rivers, canals, swamps, and jhcels. Usually perched singly on a tree-top, 
stump, or canal bank on the look-out for prey. Heavy movemen^ 
much resemble a buzzard’s. Flight less sluggish than Tawny Eagle’s, aod 
though largely a frog-eater it also actively hunts waterfowl such as cooU 
and mt>orhcns. The usual metliod with coots is first to stampede a compact 
herd floating on the water by swooping low o\'cr (‘ buzzing ’) it and scatter- 
ing the birds. While some of the coots patter away and others dive, the 
repeats the attack again and again until it has managed to isolate one indi- 
vidual, It stoops on the quarr)' repeatedly whenever it surfaces for bfMtn, 
and after maybe a number of unsuccessful assaults pounces on it like a 
hurricane immediately the harassed bird breaks the surface again, and 
leisurely bears it away in its talons. 

FOOD. The following items have been, recorded: frogs (mainly), ndi, 
chameleon, CaloUs lizard, Purple and Indian Moorhens [Poyphyno and 
Gallirula), Coot [Fuliea), Tree Pic {Dfrdrocitln tagebunia), Kingfisher (Halcyon 
sm^rmnsis) — complete head with bill in stomach! Frequently makes off 
with wildfowl falling to A sportsman’s gun with great audacity. 

VOICE and calls. A xrild, dancing jth, jeb, jeh (Pallas) frequently 
uttered from a trec-top. 

BREEDING. Sfoson, maml)’ April to June, but may Ijegin a month or two 
earlier. P>‘cst, the usual massive circular platform of sticks and twigi, the 
central depression lined with a few leaves. Normally built at or near t le 
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top of a tree 10 to 15 metres: up, st^ding by itself or in a clump in open 
marshy or pasture land. EggSy 1 or 2, broad ovals, white, sometimes faintly 
freckled with reddish or blotched svith grey or reddish grey. Average size 
of 72 e^ (including European) 68*3 X 54'1 mm. (Baker). Share of the 
sexes in the domestic chores, an^ incubation period, unrecorded. 

Moseu*! Diagnosis. Nostrils round; as high as broad. 7th priinar>' (as.) usually 
less than 6 cm. shorter than longest. Outer web markedly narrowed and steeply 
notched near rip. For description of plumages etc. see Witherby 1939, 3: 45-6. 

MEASUREKEKTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) , 

4B6-501 45-50 103-106 240-260 ram. 

9 9 ■ 542-565 J 48-52 — 250-276 mra. 

(Baker) 

It is uncertain whether exlraUinital birds are included above. Specimens recently 
collected in India measure: 

(from skull) 

2 cJ’ri’ 485-500 47-53 85(1) 227-242 mm. 

4 99 514-545 52-55 90-110 242-272 ram. 

' ' ■ (SA) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill slaty blue, black at tip of both mandibles, 
paler or greenish yellow near gape; cere greenish sulphur-ycHo\v. Feet dull sulphur- 
yellow; clavk's black. . . 


171. Lesser Spotted Eagle. Aquila pumarina hastcla {Lcs&ovCj • 

Mtnphtus hastatus Lesson, 1834, in Belanger, Voy. Ind.-Onent., Zuol.: 217 (Bengal) 

^ • Baker. FBI No. 1751. Vol. 5:75 

Plate J26, fig. 2 and Plate 27, bg. 2 

LOCAL NASfES. Gutimar ( = * cocoon destroyer* in Bengal); Pnltdri Uesa (Hindi); 

* ^nglcggcd Eagle * of Jerdon. 

,siZE. Kite; length c. 61-66 cm. (24-26 in.). 

FIELD c^RACTERs. A large blackish Drown or dark chocolaic-brown 
eagle. . 

Adult. Slightly smaller but indistinguishable in the field with certainty 
from Greater Spotted (170). Both may have dingy white upper tail-covercs, 
but I^csscr never has them pure white as is diagnostic of typical examples of 
A. clanga. Difference in ecology usually a more dependable guide. Greater 
Spotted hover met away from water; Lesser normcUy in open wooded country. 

Young (immature). Separable from immature Greater Spotted (170) 
by somewhat less dark coloration, with the paler spots and streaks on upper 
plumage smaller and fewer. 

Also found in many puzzling intermediate colour stages. 

STATUS. DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare resident In Sauraslura and the 
western side of the Peninsula south to Ekjmbay. Comparatively rare wherever 
it occurs, viz. chieHy the Gangctic Plain east through Bihar, Bengal, and 
Bangladesh; south to Madhya Pradesh and Oris.sa, How much further 
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south is uncertain since not obtained, by the recent scientific bird surveys 
in Andhra, Madras, Mysore or Kerala. Absent in Ceylon. There is an old 
specimen from Kotagiri, Nilgiri Hills, from the Hume Collection in the 
British. Museum, and another recorded as shot off a nest in Mysore by J. 
Daridson some 70 years ago. In Assam it occurs {vide Baker) north and south 
of the Brahmaputra river, and also in Manipur. Affects wooded coimtry, 
chiefly plains, with open expanses and cultivation, contra the Greater Spott^ 
which is restricted to the neighbourhood ofjhccls and marshes; to confound 
the observer, however, it is sometimes also found side by side with the 
latter! 

Eagles arc notoriously diflicult birds to identify in the field, and often 
even in the hand, without experience and adequate comparative material. 
There has undoubtedly been a great deal of confusion in ^dr identiflea^on 
and distributions in the past, which partly persists today. Therefore all 
*-ccords unsupported by specimens, except in the case of very common and 
well marked species, must be treated with caution. 

Extralimital. N. Burma (needs confirmation). 

GENERAL HABITS. Not markedly different from A. clanga (170) except 
that it is not so narrowly dependent on jhccls and marshes. A courtship 
display of .nose-dives and upsweeps — of a pattern common to many 
raptorial birds, e.g. Tawmy Eagle q.v., has been described for the nominate 
race in Europe (H. Siewert 1932, jeur. Om.i 9-10). Prey is largely captured 
on the ground while the bird saunters about in the open in its search, bill 
pointing intently downward. It is sdzed in the claws. 

FOOD. Frogs, lizards, young or weakling birds, field rats and mice, etc. 
Apparently sillavorm pupae from cocoons largely eaten in Bengal. Has 
been observed purposefully’ tearing open the globular nests of Pied Mynas 
[Stirrmis contra) to get at the young. Often lives by piracy’, chasing and bully- 
ing Pariah Kites into jettisoning their lawful prize. 

VOICE and calls. * A very high-pitched cackling laugh * (Baker). Nothing 
else specifically recorded. 

BREEDING. Scosony April to July, the majority of birds apparently laying 
in May. AVr/, a large platform of sticks and t\vigs, some with leaves attached 
— of the typical eagle pattern. Built between r. 10 And 25 m. up in a large 
tree — simul (Salmalia), sal (5'Aorrfl), mango {Mangifera)y peepul (Firai), and 
such-like — cither standing by itself or one of a clump in cultivated country, 
often near a village. Eggs, normally 1 , sometimes 2, rarely’ 3. Similar to those 
of A. clanga (170) but readily distinguished by smaller size and richer 
marking; also resembling Tawny Eagle’s, q.v. Average size of 22 . eggs 
63’8 X 49*8 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in the domestic chores; the 
male diicfly’ collecting material and foraging, the female building the nest 
and feeding the young. Incubation by female alone; period c. 42-44 days 
(in nominate race vide Siewert). Circumstantial evidence (as yet unproven) 
that if disturbed at nest, e.g. by man climbing up, the bird will transfer its 
eggs to an alternative old nest in the vicinity. 

Mweum Diagnosis. As in A. clanga nostrils round; as high as broad. Differs 
from it by smaller size and slenderer hill, less high at base. 7th primary (as.) usually 
tnore than 6 cm. shoner than longest, with its outer vvcb only slightly narrowed 
and notched near tip, contra in A. clanga, q.v. 
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In the race haslata adult similar to nominate pomcrina though somewhat slimmer: 
crown and upper wing-coverts same colour as back; underside with distinct dark 
shaft stripes. Immatura of the two readily separable. In hastate crotvn and nape 
feathers only tipped with rufous (not streaked); likewise lesser wing-covertj. Upper 


tail-coverts distinctly cross-barred (Hartcrt). 



MEASUREKENTS 

- 

'Ving 

Bill. 

(from feaihcrs) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’e? 

'470-505 

40-43 

100-104 

230-248 mm. 

9 9 

493-508 

48-52 

— 

' — mm. 
(Baker) 


COLOURS or P.\RE i»ARTS. Irfs brown. Bill slaty blue, black at tip of both mandibles; 
cere and gape yellow. Feel dull yellow; claws black. 


Genus Ictinaetus Blyth 

Ictiiuiehis Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal, 12; 128. T>*pc,byraonotypy, Ictinaetus 
ovivena Blyth = Aqvila pernigra Hodgson 

Tarsi feathered to toes. Shape of foot peculiar and diagnostic. Outer toe and claw 
very small. The other toes also short, inner toe stouter, but nearly equal in length 
to middle toe. Claws less strongly curved than 
in other genera of eagles. Inner claw longest, 
longer even than hind claw. Bill rather srnall; 
edge of upper mandible almost straight. Nostrxb 
broadly oval and oblique. Wing long; 5th or 
6th primary (as.) longest; first primary a little 
longer than secondaries. Tail long, somewhat 
rounded. 

The genus contains a single Indo-hfala\'ao 
sp«;ic5. 


1 72. Black Eagle. Ictinaetus malayensts pemiger (Hodgson) 

Aquila Pernigra Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, .5: 227 (Nepal) 
Baker. FBI No. 1755, Vol. 5: 83 
Plate 26, fig. 1 and Plate 27, fig. 1 

t-OCAl. NAMES. luifmanghang (Lcpcha) ; Ilugong (Nepal) ; Addci nalla gddid (Tclugu) ; 
hdzhiigu (Tamil); Dealing gexkim (Oichari); Kerimparundu (Mala}‘alam). 

SIZE. Kite -f ; length c. 69-81 cm. (27-32 in.). 

FIELD C1IAR.ACTERS. A lai*gc black eagle, Wi-idi wings reaching to end of 
tail at rest. Supcrfici.Tlly confusablc with mclanistic form of Changeable 
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Hawk-Eagle (160), but its much broader wings arc a leading clue. Mostly 
seen in flight when black plumage, narrowly grey-barred tail — • longer than 
most eagles* — and bright yellow cere and feet are diagnostic. Wings very 
long and broad with rounded tip and exceptionally \ridcly splayed and 
upturned primaries. Sexes alike; female larger. 

At a distance, in sailing flight, outlines reminiscent of Golden Eagle — 
broad wings held in a wide V above line of back. When overhead a pale 
patch on dark underside of wings conspicuous, as also is, at close range, 
a white patch under the eye. 

Young (immature). Abovcy paler brown stippled with buffy brown on 
head, nape, and neck. Upper tail-coverts Cringed with white. BeloWy throat 
and breast with oval drops of fulvous-broum. Abdomen and flanks dark- 
streaked. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. Widely but patchily 
distributed in evergreen and moist deciduous forest biotope; foothills and 
up to f, 2700 metres altitude in the Himalayas, and c, 2000 m. in the penin- 
sular hills. From W. Fakbtan (Murree, Rawalpindi dist.), through Hirnachal 
Pradesh and Nepal to E. Assam, E. Pakistan (?), W. Bengal, Orissa, E. 
Ghats in Andhra and Madras (including Shevaroy Hills), Madhya Pradesh 
(Hoshangabad and Baslar dists.). Ceylon and the W. Ghats strip £rom 
Kanyakumari northward at least to Goa and N.' Mj’sorc (including the 
Nilgiri and Palni Hills). Well documented sight records from Gujarat 
(Jambughoda, c, 22'’26'N., 73“48'E.) and from within a '50 km. radius 
of Bombay City. 

Extralisnital. Burma (Clxin Hills and Tenasscrim), Thailand, Malay 
Peninsula. The somewhat smaller nominate race occurs in Java, Sumatra, 
Borneo, Celebes, and Sula Islands. 

GENERAL HABITS. Partial to liill forest. Usually seen in pairs sailing grace- 
fully and effortlessly on the enormous outspread wings within a foot or two 
above the forest canopy or gliding expertly in and out among the boles 
and foliage of the lofty trees, ^ side-slipping and diving to avoid 
obstructions. The exceptionally widely splayed and upturned primaries 
function as ailerons and enable sailing at very low air speeds over and 
through the trcc-lops while methodically searching for biri’ nests — ^gs 
and nestling birds 'forming an important part of its dietary. It has been 
observed flying off with entire nests of small birds in its claw examinin g the 
contents while sailing lazily away. Tlic peculiar foot is believed to have 
some adaptive sigmficance for nest robbing. Nearer the ground its h un t in g 
is very much like a harrier’s — sailing on motionless wings up and down 
along the contours of a grassy hillside, peering intently below for movement, 
checking suddenly and turning upon itself when opportunity offers, and 
dropping into the grass to seize the quarr>'. 

In the breeding season pairs indulge in imprcssiv'c aerial display’s, plungii^ 
with wings held do\N'Ti and forwaitl, arcling round each other and mutually 
stooping with wings folded lo tail-tip, at astounding s'clocity. These man- 
oeuvres arc accompanied by shrill yelping cries. 

FOOD. Large insects, frogs, lizards, rodents, birds — sometima reportedly 
kills junglcfowl and pheasants. But chiefly biitis’ eggs and ncstlinp. Among 
crop and stomach contents specifically recorded are: nestlings and incubated 
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eggs of Carrulax spp., eggs of Perdicula eiythrorhynchaj Turdotdes spp., Strepto^ 
pelta spp., small bats (sp. ?) and in one case ‘six or more young field mice *. 

VOICE and calls. Normally silent. Shrill yelping cries uttered while 
darting and swooping at each other in aerial courtship — hip, kipy hip or 
kfiy kecy he slowly repeated. 

BREEDING. Scosoriy mainly November to March in South India ,* apparently 
between January and April in the north. Curiously enough nesting not 
yet recorded in Ceylon. JWrj/, a rather neat and compact platform of sticks 
and twigs lined "with green leaves. Built high up in a lofty tree in evergreen 
hill forest between c. 300 and 1200 metres altitude, usually hidden by the 
foliage. As in several other eagles, c.g. Lopholriorchis (165), sometimes has 
two alternate nests, a short distance from each other, repaired and used 
irregularly in successive years. EggSy normally a singleton, very rarely 2, 
broad ov^ in shape, handsome and variable in coloration. Most commonly 
whitish or pinkish in ground colour, finely and densely stippled with pale 
brick-red. Average size of 22 eggs 62*7 X 49*9 mm. (Baker). Although 
usually keeping in pairs and seemingly paired for life, if one bird is killed 
the survivor secures a new mate within a surprisingly short time. Share 
of the sexes in the nesting activities, period of incubation and other details 
unrecorded. 

Museum Diaonosis. As for the genus. A whitish area, including upper throat, 
from base of bill to around eyes and behind car-coverts. Chin and gular stripe black. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from fathers) 

520-523 37-38 69-73 285-312 mm, 

9 9 53B-568 — — (Baker) 


It is clear that Baker's measurements (above) refer only t6 the smaller South 
Indian and/or Ceylon birds. Specimens from Ceylon in the British Museum give; 



Wing 

Bill 

from feathers 

from cere 

Tail 

2 (?(? 

543,547 

40, 40-5 

30, 30 

303, 307 mm. 

I 9 

558 

43 

33 

312 mm. 

2 0? 

522, 538 

39, 40'-5 

28*5, 30 

295 (I)mm. 
(Biswas) 

As agairut this 4 specimens recently collected by Biswas in Nepal 
(from skull) 

measure: 

3 Jc? 

563-580 

40-43 

— 

315-326 mm. 

1 9 600 46 

and six specimens from Sikkim and Bhutan: 

— 

350 tnm. 


Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

3 (?(? 

563-576 

42(1) 

94(1) 

379(1) mm. 

3 9 9 

Wing span 1 

580-610 

9 187 cm, 

48(1) 

86(1) 

335(1) mm. 


Weight I cf 1000, 1 9 1600 gm. (SA). 

cotnuRS or bare paris. Iris dark brown. Bill greenish- or plurnbcous-homy 
with black tip; cere and gape yellow. Legs yellow; claws black. \ 
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Genus Haliaeetus Savigny 

HeliauUu Savigny, 1 809, Descr. Egypte, Ois., 1 : 68, 85. Type, by monotypy, Haliautus 
Btfuf Savigny = Falco alhialla Linnaeus 

Bill stout; culmen straight at base, then greatly curved; festoon generally well 
marked but variable. Nostrils rounded. Wings very broad; primaries comparatively 
little longer than secondaries. 3rd primary (as.) longest; 4th and StL only slightly 
shorter Tail rounded or wedge-shaped. Tarsus stout, moderately long; 1/8 to j 
feathered in front; rest scutellated in front and on toes, 'reticulated clsewbere. Claws 
grooved underneath. 

Genus almost cosmopolitan, absent in S. America. TJirecspccIes in Oriental Region. 


Key fo the Species 

A Tail all white ff. albkUta (ad.) 286 

B Tail brown with white end H. leueogasUr (zd,) 287 

G Tail brown with a white cross-band ^ . .//. Uueonphux (ad.) 289 

D Tail variegated and mottled brown and while ,,1 

1 Head nearly always lighter than back H. Uveogaxtn (juv.) 287 

Head and back similar in colour -.a 

a Feathers of breast lanceolate but no ruff. H. atbicilla (juv.) 286 


Feathers of breast lanceolate with distinct ruff. . H. leucorjphus (juv.) 289 

172a. Whitetailed Sea Eagle. Haliaeetus albicilla iJSxtiTizcMi) 

Falco albieilh Linnaeus, 1758, Sy^t. Nat., cd. 10, I: 89 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 1777, Vol. 5; IIO 
Plate 14, fig. 4 and Plate 15, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccotdcd. 

SIZE. Kite +i length c, 69-86 cm. (27-3,4 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A hugc dark brown eagle witli paler (whitish) head, 
neck and upper breast, and shortish distinctive white wedge-shaped tail. 
Sexes alike; female larger. 

In overhead aspect the very broad wings, and comparatively short tail 
give a vulturc-likc appearance, but shape and colour of tail diagnostic. 

Young (immature). Variable dark brown. Pale fulvous bases of feathers 
showing through, especially on underparts which look fulvous broadly 
streaked with dark brown. Tail mottled and edged with brown. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Casual Winter visitor to Pakistan - 
Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab. NWFP. For specific occurrences see Roberts & 
Savage, 1969, JBNHS 66(3); 619-21. Recorded also in Himachal Pradesh 
(Kulu, Donald); Kutch (Alundra, Himmatsinhji, 1970, ibid. 67(2): 330); 
and Rajasthan (Bharatpur, Duke el al.y ibid. 72(1): 199). Essentially a sea 
eagle but wanders from the coast up large rivers and lo jhecls and inunda- 
tions. ' * 

Extralimital. ‘ Breeds in Greenland, Iceland, northern British Isles 
(formerly), N, Europe and Asia cast to Anadyr and Kamchatka south to 
the eastern Mediterranean (formerly Egypt and the Red Sea), Iraq, Iran, 
and Japan. Casually or in winter to N. Africa, NW. India, S. China and 
Aleutian Islands * (Peters), 

GENERAL HABITS. Sluggish. Will sit hunchcd up and inert for hours to- 
gether on a stump or on ground at edge of water. Lives largely on fish which 
is scooped up in its talons from near the surface while sailing close above 
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water; only rarely by plunging. But will also take duck and small mammals 
on occasion; and carrion. One has been recorded frequenting a rubbish 
dump near Quetta Cantonment. 

VOICE and calls. A low yelping noise reminiscent of a puppy dog (T. J. 
Uoberls). 

BREEDING. ExtralimitaK 

Museum Diagnosis. Feathers ofhiiidneck and bieait long lanceolate, but not 
forming a ruff as in //, leueotyphit Upper tall-covcrts Very long and broad. For 


details of plumages, 

structure, etc. see Wiiherby 

1939, 3:93-.5. 


MEASUREMCNTS 

Wing Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

fpep 

593-632 c. 61 

f. 85 

285-325 mm. 

9 9 

6-10-686 f, 65 

— 

318-352 mni. 
(Baker) 


COLOURS OF bare PARrs, Iris, adult yellow, imm. brown. Bill and cere yellow; 
browner in young birds and blackish brown in the youngest. Feet yellow (Baker;. 


173. Whitebellied Sea Eagle. Haliaeetus leucogaster (Gmelin) 

Falco leucogaster Gmelin, 1788, Syst, Nat., 1(1): 257 
(Prince's Island, Indonesia, designated by Stresemann, 1950, Auk, 67: 82) 
Baker. FBI No. 1778, Vol. 5: III 
Plate 14, fig. 1 and Plate 15, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Kohassa (Hindi) ; Samp mar (in Orissa) ; Ala gaddd (Tclugu) ; Kddal 



SIZE. Kitc+i length c. 66-71 cm. (26-28 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Urge, handsoTOC eagle, ashy brown above with 
pure white head, neck, underparts, and terminal third of tail. Sexes alike* 
female larger. ' 

In overfreae? aspect the broad hfackfrh border on trailing edge of wfrjtc 
undenving, and while wedge-shaped tail, arc diagnostic features. In sailing 
flight wings held in a >ride V above line of back. At rest, closed wings reach 
end of tail or a little beyond. 

Young (immature). Dark browm with head and neck fulvous (almost 
whitish). Wc^ge-shaped tail white or whitish, with' the terminal portion 
bro%vn but p.ilc tipped. Upper breast brown; rest of underparts fulvou) or 
rufous-wliitc, mixed with brown. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. The seaboard and offshore 
islands from about the latitude of Bombay (c. 19®N.) down the W’cst coast 
and up the cast fo E. Pakistan. I.acc.Tdivc Is., Ceylon, Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. Affects sea coast, and tidal creeks and estuaries. Occasionally met 
a few miles inland along tidal rivers and at frcsh\s*atcr lakes. A vagrant 
in Gujarat, one recorded near Ahmcdabad c. 80 km. inland from sea coast, 
and another at the mouth of Shatrunji river, Saurashtra. 

ExtralimiuU, Coasts of Burma, Malay Peninsula and Archipelago tast 
to Australia, Tasmania and W. Polynesia (Peters). 

CE.VERAL iiAurrs. Usually seen in pairs or singly, perched upright on a 
fishing stake or islanded rock or mil tree overlooking the sea, or sailing 
majtftically along the sljorclinc beyond the surf zone. From a height of 
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15 or 20 metres, with wings pulled in, a bird will stoop at tremendous speed 
and cleanly pick up in its stride a sea snake or fish from near the 
its feet seeming hardly to touch the water before it deftly rises again with the 
quarry dangling from its talons. It is carried to a favourite branch or rock 
— bestvewn \vith bones of sea snakes and fish and whitened with evidences 
of numerous past meals — and tom to pieces and devoured. Docs not plun^ 
for fish like osprey. In the non-breeding season the old nest frguenty 
serves as dining table, larder, and refuse dump, the leavings prowding an 
excellent index to the omiiholo^st of the food items and their abundance 
at any particular time and place. In courtship, pain indrdgc in the same 
pattern of acrobatics common to many birds of prey -- stooping piaymi y, 
somersaulting, side-slipping, looping-thc-loop and similar antics. Pairs 
keep together throughout the year, and roost on or. near the tradiuona 
nest tree. 

FOOD. Predominantly sea snakes (Hydrophiinae) ; largely abo nsn, some 
of considerable size. Reported to take crabs, rats, and any * 

can catch, besides dead foh cast ovefboard from fishing boats. When fading 
nest-young occasionally becomes a serious chicken robber near us mg 
villages; recorded carrying off a domestic duck and a striped pigict* 

VOICE and calls. Very noisy during breeding season. At this time, par- 
ticularly just prior to copulation, the female utters a loud, na^i, incia ic 
kdnk-kank^kank-kdnkf etc. the male responding \vith a shorter quick-repea c 
ken^ken-ken-keny etc. (up to fen times) and continued for over three mmu 
or more with short breaks; this in an uneven duct. Female also utters W 
JtonJt-kflnJt during copulation, now rather long drawn and slower m tempo, 
ending up ecstatically as in young kocl [Eudynamys) receiving food m 
fosterer. Whether calls of male and female different, or common but ^ 

on context and occasion, uncertain. Asinglc loud nasal clang also uttcr^ 
time to time reminiscent of Black Ibis’s call {Pseudibis papiltosus)t but lou cr. 

breeding, Seasorty October to January. P/est, an enormous plaifoTO o 
sucks and fwi'gs, often 1-25 fo hSO melees across and some 50 to 75 cm. 
thick, the result of repairs and annual accretions. Placed 10 to 
up in lofty trees such as'^casuarina growing on the coast or on an ol - ore 
islet; sometimes directly on a rocky stack in the sea. Usually a P 
svith a vast territory, but not uncommonly several pairs and nests on 
same small island. The same nest and site arc used year after year, wmc m 
becoming traditional and legendary, and occupied by * the same pair 
50 years and more. It is not known how the tenancy of a nest pas^ ro 
one pair to its successor when the need arises. Nor where the yoimg 
after fledging, sirvee local populations do not show any appreciable flue 
don. Evidently infertility in eggs is high and mortality among ncs 
heavy. Eess, jdmost invariably 2, broad to longish while ovals, uniw 
Avrrage size of 32 eggs 77-7 X 53-4 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share m 
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bonding and repairing the nest; apparently the male does some of the 
incubating as Period unrecorded. 

Mcseuk DiAOSons. • No lanceolate feathen on breast or hindncci. Legs excep- 
tionally powerfuL Adult: taH brawn with broad white ending. Immature: tril 
variegated and mottled brown and white. Head nearly always lighter than back. 

Wing Bill Tarnn Tail 

(from feathers) 

gigi • 525-589 \ ^ g 2 _ 9 Q 208-260 nun. 

99 585-606/ ■ • 

ooLotnts or ajuta pakts. Iris hazd-brown. Bill dark leaden; cere paler bluixh 
grey. Legs and feet pale ydlowish s^ite to greyish white; daws darker. 

174. Ringtaned or PsdlaaU FixUng Estgle. Hdiccetus lem)oP>aa 
(Pallas) 

riptOa Pallas, 1771, Reise Versch. Prov. Rmi. Rdchs, 1: 454 

(lajwerUral river) 

Baker, FBI No. 1779, VoU 5: 1 12 , 

Plate 14, Iig. 5 and Plate 15, &g. 9 , 

locai. KAisrs. Mcchharengt Afaehhrwiga, UArek, Patras ;Hindi)l Koralt Afachhat 
(Bengal); TTeaJtaai (Nepal); Kvrcl heat (Sind); Kofeia, If gas (C. India and on the 
Ganga at Rajmahal) ; Soraitf Kootais (local in Bihar). 

sTvy Kitc-b; length c, 76-84 cm. (c. 36-33 in.). 

FiEii) CHARAcrrEBS. A large dark brown eagle with pale golden brown 
head and neck, and a broad w-Htc subterminal band across rounded (not 
wedged-shaped) tail, particularly conspicuous in flight though tail seldom 
spread out, and appearing rather rmrrow. Sexes alike; female slightly^ latg^. 

When sailing, wings held in same plane as body, the tips of the p rim a ri es 
slightly downcuned. 

Young (immature). Dark brown, the sving quills and tail (unbanded) 
very dark. Ear-coverts dark. Underparts paler and greyer. 



STATUS, msTRiBunos and HAatTAT. Resident and partly migratory — 
W Pakistan and N. India up to c. 1800 m. alt. in the Himalayas, from 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Nepal (VaUey and lowlands) through 
the Gangetic Plain cast to Assam and E. Pakistan, south to a Une roughly 
from Surat (2ri0'N.) to Gopalpur (I9°20'N.) south of Chilka lake in 
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Orism. AflectYthe nri^bourhood of large rivers, frdal creeks, and inland 
lakes and jhccls. 

Extralimital. ‘S. Rus^ through C. Asia to Transbaikalia and south 
to the Persian Gulf, N, India and N. Burma * (Peters). 

MIGRATION'. No spccific data, but from the large numbers to be seen in 
summer in the treeless Kailas-Manasarovar region of W. Tibet, dotted 
about the meandering streams and bogs (Salim Ali, JBNHS 46: 304) it is 
reasonable to surmise that these eagles migrate for reproduction purposes 
to our area. Suitable conditions for tlus include not only tree sites but al«o 
a plentiful fish supply for the young, \vhich is unlikely to be obtainable in 
Tibet in winter due to freezing of the streams. According to Bisiv*as it is 
very common and conspicuous [breeding] about the ‘ Salt Lakes* near 
Calcutta between Octolw and April, but disappears during, the hottest 
months, about May to September. This is good corroborative evidence. 


Hetiatttut feueoryphut 



GE.VERAi! HABITS. Normally seen perched on a mound, fishing stake or 
trcC“top by a jhccl, or on a sandbank in a river, or sailing aloft in tride 
circles uttering its loud creaking call from time to time. Particularly noisy 
during the breeding season when pairs indulge in aerobatics of the typical 
raptor pattern. Hunts fish by hurling itself on one near the surface and 
carrj’ing it off in its talons. Does not plunge in like Osprey. Sometimes fish 
of large size arc struck — once one weighing 6 kg. Being unable to lift such 
hca\y weights dear, the bird is obliged to drag the quarry* along the tN*ater till 
it can be beached on a shelving bank, and there des'oured. Also obtains 
its food by pirating on osprcNa, Brahrainy kitts, and marsh harriers, attacking 
and chasing them with determinAtion and depriving them of their lawful 
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prize. At large breeding heronries, e-g. Keoladeo Ghana, Bharatpur, 
obtmns good and easy li^g by marauding nests of white ibises, opcnbill 
storks, etc. Yoimg darters (AnAinga) when half to three-quarters grown are 
particularly relished, the eagle sailing leisurely over the nest trees and picking 
its choice of the fat squabs. Every time it sails or skims over the nest colony 
the adults set up a chorus of deep long-dra\vn gnmting * alerts ’ which sounds 
like a continuous roar heralding the marauder’s progress. At the same time 
all the birds train their bill-points at the eagle as if to ^va^d off the threatened 
onslaught. Also works havoc among flightless >*oung term in river-bed 
colonics. In uintcr subsists laigdy on immigrant coots, making constant 
raids on the s%virmnii^ herds and scattering them. Its strategy is to isolate 
one individual and stoop on it repeatedly as it surfaces for breath until it is 
exhausted and can be sdzed and borne au-ay hanging limply from the 
talons. Occasionally both birds of a pair will take turns in this process of 
attrition. Has been observed to sit on a struggling victim in shallo^v svatcr 
for some minutes in a seemingly deliberate attempt to droum it. 

FOO0. Chiefly "fish, but also •water-birds such as coots and purple moor- 
hens, kVildfowl as large as Barhcaded Goose failing to a sportsman’s gun 
snatched from almost under his nose. Sometimes even large uninjured birds 
Demoiselle crane arc killwi. Snakes, frogs, mud turtles and carrion 
also recorded, and in one case an entire dead cat was carried off. In a 
nest near Hardwar (U.P.), B. B. Osmaston found three youi^ eaglets to- 
gether with the arm of a man, doubtless off a corpse floating in the Ganges. 
Takes heavy- toll of yoxmg geese (Anser trjiiats) in I-adakh. 

voicx and caixs. Loud, far-carrying raucous shrieks very like the creak- 
ing- of the unoiled wooden block tackle of a village well, Rerruniscent of 
‘ a hoarse Pekinese barking and very similar to the call of the IVhitetailcd 
Sea Eagle, H. elbidllc* (P. I. R. hlaclarcn). At very close range, a preliminary 
low croaking audible; also another note exactly like a hen clucking to her 
dudeens only repeated rhythmically (H. A. F. Magrath). 

BREEDING. Conunonly to c. 1800 m. alt. in the Himata^’as, and more or 
less whcrcA'cr found in the plains. dVa.'oa, October to February; mainly 
November, December, January. A'ri/, a huge sdek platform as of No. 173 
usually lined with green Iea%'es. Built c- 15 to 35 metres up in a large simul 
{Salm^ui)i peepul {Ficus), chenar {Platams) or other tree, or Borassus or 
coconut pahn standing in or near a s%vamp, river, or lake often on village 
outskirts. 2 to 4, usually 3, ^vhitc, unmarked. Average s hy of 60 eggs 
69*7 x55»l mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in building the nest and 
incubation. Period tmrccordcd. Both parents forage for and feed the young. 

Mcszuk Diacnosd. Adult, with a >stn-marked ruff of lanceolate feathers. Ta3 
brown with a white cross-band c. 10 cm, broad, c. 8 cm. up from the end. Immature: 
Feathers of breast lanceolate; with a distinct ruff Tail variegated and mottled 
brown and white. 

MZASUKZMZKn 

^Ving Bin Taism Tail 

(from feathers) 

cfd’ 555-578 50-55 100-103 271-275 mm. 

9 9 558-598 59-^ 98-106 274-291 nun. 

(Baker) 
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COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irfs gTcyish ycUovf to ydlow. Bill daik slaty black or 
plumbeous; ctre and gape paler. Lep and feet duU white, yeUovrah wHte, or dull 
ydlow; claws black. 

Genus Icthyophaoa Lesson 

Icihyopksga Lcbod, 1843, Echo du Monde Sa\-ant (2), 7: coL 14. T>'pe, bymonotypy, 
Ictkyopfiagajarejui Lesson = Feleo ichsfyeetux HorsSdd 

In some respects very close to Pmdwn, but unlike it the feathers have aftershafrs 
as in true eagles {AqviU). Tarsus >*ery povcrful, feathered on upper third or half; 
scuteDatedia fronland b ehin d, reticulated at sides. To« pg ualt y 
above, with enormous strongly curs’ed claws not grooved underneath. Soles of 
fees densely covtitj with little spietJes for grasping slippery prey (fish). Outer toe 
reversible as in PauHcn but to a lesser catecL "Wing rounded; 4dj and 5th psinmnes 
(^) longest and subequal; 1st primary shorter secondaries. Tail nxoderatdy 
long; slightly rounded. 

The genus co n tai n s two species confined to the Oriental Region. 

Key to the Species 

Page 

All taiJ.feathexs tipped with brown, white on basal two-thirds 

icht hya t t as 292 

Central taH-fealhcrs brown throughout. bctis 294 

ICTHYOPHAOA ICBTHYAETUS (Hotsfidd) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Larger; wing 450 Tmn. or over I. x, 

Smaller; wing 440 mm. or under. i. plag:bcictps 

1 75. Greyhemded Fishing Eagle, icthyepkaga icktf^ectas ichifyastu 
(Horsficld) 

Echo Ichtkyartus Horsfidd, 1821, Trans. linn. Soc. London, 13(1); 136 (Java) 
Baker. FBI No. 1780. VoL 5: 114 
Plate 14, fig. 2 and PUte 15, fig. 7 

local, namzs. Afcdhina (Hindi); Afechhneral (Bengal); A's dsoUng gcdcbst 
(Carhari). 

SIZ E. Kile-f-; length c. 74 cm. (29 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A d u 1 1 . Abov€, head and neck grc)’; crown, nape, 
and upper back light brown. Rest of upperparts dark brown; wing qidlls 
blackish. Below, breast paler brown thah back. Abdomen, flanks and tail 
white, the last with a blackish terminal band 5 to 8 cm. broad. Sexes alike 

In overhead aspect the comparatn'cly short white black-bordered tail, 
brown breast, and white abdomen and vent diagnostic. 

Young (immature), Abote, Dark brown, the feathers edged with pale 
greyish. Wing quills barred. Head and tied: brown streaked with whifish 
Bdow, chin, throat, and sides of head grejish. Breast and fianks pale brown 
broadly streaked with white. ^\Tutc portions of abdomen, flanks and taH 
hca\’i]y mottled with brown. 
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STATUS, nsTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident. Widely though sparsely 
distributed except in W. Pakistan and north-^vest of Delhi (Punjab etc.)* 
and in arid semindesert biotope. East to Assam and E. Pakistan (commonest 
in W. Bengal, Bihar, E. Pakistan and Assam), south from the Himalayan 
terai and foothills to Kerala. Also Nepal (though no recent record). Affects 
the neighbourhood of perennial, comparatively sluggish streams, rivers, 
and lakes and tidal lagoons (Bengal), in well-watered, well-wooded plains 
country. 

Extralimital. Burma, Malay Peninsula, Philippines, Greater Sunda Islands 
and eastward to Celebes (Sulawesi). 

GENERAL HABITS. A predominantly fish-eating eagle, met singly or in 
widely spaced pairs silting bolt upright on boughs overlooking clear shingly 
perennial streams and rock pools in forest — in more or less the same 
lades as favoured by the Storkbillcd Kingfisher. Rather slug^sh, and with 
a heavy-looking though rapid flight, the wing-beats sharp and full. Soars 
and drcles aloft much less frequently, and for shorter periods, than most 
other eagles. Fbh captured from near the surface by swooping from the air., 
while quartering a likely reach of river, but chiefly from a lookout perch. 
Docs not plunge like osprey. Very noisy during breeding season. Courtship 
display not recorded. 

FOOD. Almost cxdusivcly fish, some of very large size which, being too 
heavy to lift clear of the water, are dragged along to the bank. When feeding 
nest-young may take birds and small mammals ; thus remains of junglcfowl 
and squirrels recorded near nest. 

VOICE and calls. A weird, clanging cry, loud and far-carrying, of the 
timbre of a Grey Hornbiirs {Tockus birostris) * laugh * or peacock’s may-awe. 
Uttered singly as a shout or a succession of screams, on the wing or from a 
concealed perch. 

BREEDING. Seoson, mainly November to January. J^est, an enormous 
platform of sticks and twigs sometimes up to 1*50 m. across and 1 m. thick 
— the result of additions year by year. Frequently maintains two (or three?) 
alternative nests within a mile or so of each other, used irregularly in succes- 
sive scasonsj Built 10 to 30 metres up in or at the top of large trees such as 
Salmalia, Terminalia or Albi^zia near a forest stream or tank. The pair 
roosts in the proximity of one of the nests throughout the year. normally 
2, occasionally 3, very rarely 4. White, unmarked, similar to but propor- 
tionately longer than those of HaliaeeUu leucorjphus. Average size of 20 eggs 
68‘5 X 51*9 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in nest-building and repair, 
as well as in incubation and nest-feeding. Incubation period 28-30 days; 
young remain in nest c. 10 weeks {aide Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. All tail-feathers while on basal two-thirds; blackish brown 
tjn tenninal one-third. Differs from the Ceylon race (176) in being larger. 

SIEASUREMFSTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from feathers) 

(?'9 450-515 47-54 92-100 248-280 mm. 

' (Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARB PARTS. Iris: adult, bright golden yellow; immature, brown* 
or mottled with brown; nestling, blue-brown. Bill dark homy brown; base bluish 
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plumbeous; cere brown. Legs and- feet china white to dull pale yellowish grey; 
claws black. 

176. Ceylon Greyheaded Fishing Eagle. Jethyophaga ichthyoetus 
plumbeiceps Baker 

Ichihjvphnga ichlhyaetus ptumheiceps Baker, 1927, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl., 47j-I50 
(Trincomalec, Ceylon) 

B.ikcr, FBI No. 1781, Vol. 5: 116 

LOCAL NAMES. HVifix TojaUya-, Lul mtira (.Sinhala); Vidai ali (Tamil). 'Tank 
Eagle * of local birdwatchers. 

SIZE. Kitc-f ; length c. 69 cm. (27 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 175. 

STATUS, , DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Racc peculiar to Ceylon. Fairly 
plentiful. Affects the jungle borders of irrigation tanks, coastal lagoons and 
estuaries, and the larger rivers in the low-country dry’ ionc. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1 75. 

VOICE and calls. ‘ A loud unmusical, rather weird shout with a curious 
gurgling quality — awh awhrfy etc. Uttered early morning and late evening 
and sometimes far into the night — especially in the breeding season * 
(G. M. Henry). ’ 

BRELDiNO. Srmou, December to March. .Nfsl and she shnilar to those 
of the Indian bird. Eggr, only 1 or 2 recoided; dirty white measuring f. 
64 X 51 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate racc by smaller size, and in most 
adult birds being perhaps less cinereous brown above. 

MEASURtMF.VrS 

tViog Bill Tarsus 

(from feailicrs) ' 

cf 9 420-435 f. 46 r, 85-90 

(once 445) 

coi OURS OF BARr PARTS. As in Indian bird**. 


1 77. Himalayan Greyheaded Fishing Eagle. Iclhyophaga uana phmita 
(Jerdon) 

PoUoatius plumbetn ‘ Hodgson * = Jerdon, 1871, Ibis: 336 (Norlh-wcstcm Himalayas) 
Baker. FBI No. 1783, Vol. 5:117 
Plate 14, fig. 3 and Plate 15, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAME. AV daoUn^ koshiba (Cachari). 

SIZE. KUe±; length r. 64 cm, (25 in.). . • v i /nc\ 

FiFtu CHARACTERS. Very similar to Greyjieadcd Fishing Eagle (175) 
except that the head is purer grey, less broivn on crown, with the fcathen 
black-shafted above and bclotv. Basal nvo^thirds of tail mottled bro^ and 
white looking greyish instead of pure white; terminal third blackish. Central 


Tail 

232-242 mm. 
(Baker) 
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pair of tail-feathers dark brown throughout, with broad blackish subtcrminal 
band and pale tip. Sexes alike. 

In overhead aspect the different tail pattern readily dbtinguishes it from 
175. 

Young (immature) differs from adult as in 1 75. 



mi Residential range I /. rt plumbea, 2 /. n. nana 


status, distribution and habitat. Resident, Kashmir and Himachal 
Pradcsli, cast thtough Nepal to eastern Assam and E. Pakistan (?); from 
the foothills to c. 2400 metres altitude. The optimum zone is apparently 
between c, 1000 and 1500 m. in Kashmir; under 1000 m. in the eastern 
Himalayas. In winter wanders into the adjoining tcrai and plains of the 
Punjab, Rajailhan (S.iriska), U.P. and Bihar — once as far south as Mvlghal 
fc. 2r40'.\'., 77'10’E.), Madhya Pr.adcsh (D’.Abreu). Affects clear rapid 
foresl streams in the footliilU ant! terai, and jhccN and irriijation tanks 
rarely «*ven rornparatively open reaches of rivers. 

Exlroiimital. Upper Burma. Represented in L. Burma and Malaysia to 
Sumatra by the smaller nominate race. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not appreciably different from 175. VVlicn disturbed 
fitting rather hunched up on a low snag or rock amid stream in forest, 
rises perpendicularly with a series of slow owl-like flaps to dear the tall trees 
fringing the banks. 

FOOD, Like 175, almost exclusively fish. Sometimes destructive to trout 
in Himalay’an streams. 

VOICE and calls. Vco' noisy when nesting. Incubating bird greets 
arriv’al of mate at nest by ‘ a succession of querulous shouts and cackles, 
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not unlike a very smaU thUd crying. In the dUtance this 

plaintive and childUke, but at close quarters querulous and unpleasa 

chiefly March, April, May. 

pUe of sticks and trvigs attaining enormous proporuons „ 

material year by year since the same nest « for^t 

in succession; usually well lined with green Iraves. Bui 
on or -near a river bank. Eggs, 2 or 3, “V"? Shfre 

Greyheadcdspccies.Average5izeor28eggs65-2 X50'3m .(Bake ). 

of the sexes in the domestic chores unrecorded. darker and pale- 

JtoscuH DiaCNOSB. Central tail-fralhen Brown t^ughout.darl« ana ^ 
tipped on icrminal third, contra white with broad blackish t 
ichlhyaetus. 

measurements 

Wing Bill 

(from feathen) 

^ 9 435-495 40-46 ' 


Tarsus 


78-91 


Tail 


223-248 mm* 
(Baker) 


3 ff’r? recently collected in Nepal measure: 

■ ' (from skull) 

426-467 43-48 


_ 215-238 mm. 

(Biswas) 

cocovas nr aaar, raars. ■ Iris golden yellow. Bill 
m.’ lower mandible; cere slaty. Legs and feel dull white wsth bluish tinge 


Genus SARCor.Yi'.s Lesson 

,ps Lessen. 1B42. Echo du Monde Savant (2) 6. eol. 1038Jj^. by moootypr 

Vallar fonlicmanus Utham .. VVI/arralnu 
uinguishrf by tbe possession of a large ^ than in 

Skin of head and neck bare wilhout any down. Rull eve 


1 78. Black or King Vulture. Samgyf< cal. »< i.‘koix’i') 


VuUvT cchat Seopoli, 1786, Del. Faun, et Flor. Insubr.,2:85 
fPondicherry, /xSonnerat) 

Baker. FBI No. 1 706, Vol. 5:9 
Plate 16, fig. 7, Plate 17, fig. 8 and Plate IS, f'g- •* 


(iJ’pcha'.; .ViI.'vf*i'7(Telugul. 13 in 1 

r, Whiteh.ickcd Vulture - ; length f. tl '•m. (f. 33 ■)• . 
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FIELD CHARACTERS.. A hugc black vultuTc readily identified by its deep 
ycIloMsh red naked head and neck, thighs and 1^. \Vhitc patches at 

base of neck and on upper tW^is 
are additional pointers. WTicn sail- 
ing aloft the red head, white breast- 
and thigh-patches, and a thin 
whitish band along underside of 
outstretched "vs^gs conspicuous, 
even at long range. Wings rather 
pointed with moderately splayed 
‘fingertips*; held above plane of 
back in a %v'idc V. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, 
bro\vTi, scalloped paler. Crown 
covered \Nnth white do^vn; neck 
partly feathered. Below, crop white; 
breast, anterior flanks and abdomen pale brown; posterior flanks and 
abdomen, and under tail-coverts^ white. 

STATU?, DiSTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident. Throughout the Indian 
Union, both Pakistans, Nepal, up to c. 2000 metres altitude in the Himalayas 
locally. Not Ceylon. Sparse and nowhere numerically abundant. Affects 
the open countr)’sidc — chiefly deciduous and semi-desert biotope — in 
the neighbourhood of habitations. 

Extralimital. Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula, S. Viet Nam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Much less gregarious than the other large vultures. 
Even at animal carcases seldom more than a solitary or a couple present 
among the seething rabbles of ^Vhitebacks and others. Very rarely, however, 
pure gatherings of up to 20 or 30 birds may be met. Called ‘ King * Vulture . 
because of a spurious reputation for boldness and overbearing pugnacity 
inspiring awe amongst its fellow feasters and thus monopolizing a carcase 
imtil it has had its pick of the choicest titbits. In actual fact it may usually 
be marked out as the timidest member of the \'ulture gatherings at wayside 
carcases. It keeps itself deferentially aloof of the scrimmage, only venturing 
forward surreptitiously no^v and again in obvious nervousness to tug at a 
gobbet, and withd^a^ving hurriedly when overwhelmed by the press. It 
is a powerful bird and in spite of its size and weight can lift itself off the 
ground fay a few wing-strokes even w'hcn fully gorged. 

rooD. Almost exclusively carrion. In corhmon svith other vultures highly 
beneficial as a scavenger, disposing quickly of animal carcases from the 
precincts of \illages w’here they would othcn^'ise putrefy and breed disease. 
Once recorded s^vooping on a wounded Greenshank {Tringa 7 ubulaTia)l 

VOICE and calls. * A hoarse croak, with a sort of scream affixed to it 
when quarrelling at a carcase’ (T. R. Bell). A raucous ‘roaring* during 
copulation. 

breeding. Season, overall December to April, earlier in the plains, later 
in the lower Himalayas; most generally February and March. Xest, a large 
platform of sticks and twigs, untidily lined with straw and leaves; less massive 
and thick than of many eagles. Built e. 9 to 12 metres up on the top of a 
large tree like peepul (FiVitr) or mango {Mangtfera^ often near a Milage. 
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In semi-desert are<is even on bushes or small trees, c.g. Prosopis, barely 2 or 3 
metres up. Same nest andfor site used year after year. Egg, a singleton, 
roundish oval, white, becoming stained and discoloured during incubation. 
Average size of 60 eggs 83*9 X 66'0 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in' 
building the riesl, incubation, and feeding the young. Incubation period 
about 45 daM. 

Copulation on the wing has occasionally been reported, but in the case 
of such ponderous Birds this secms*an incredible feat of juggler)*! Perhaps 
only slow'-modon cinematography can reveal the actual details of the 
* plunges and wing-flappings * of the birds (pair?) tow'ards the ground with 
cJaivT interlocked — not infrequently seen during aerial courtship in the 
breeding season — and of two birds sailing with outstretched motionless 
wings one over the other, so dose as to appear almost in contact. 

Museum Diagnosis 

Chick (in down). * Crown from level of eyes, and nape, clothed with short dose 
grc)’‘whilc down; rest of tippcrparls with longer grcy-wlntr. Centre of chin and 
throat sparsely tufted same. Crop with thicker 'buff-tinged down; sides of breast 
and flanks longer pale buff down. Bare skin of face., and upperparts of head and 
cere pale bluish lead colour in contrast to skin of throat, chin, .and neck which is 
pinkish lead. A bare ring e, 32 mm.-widc round neck from najjc, bare with longitudi- 
nal flaps of loose skin, a prominent one on each side, being probably the origin of 
the adult wattles * (WTiistlcr). 

SlEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from forehead) 

£?$ 600-625 74-30 108-116 226-257 mm. 

■ ' (Baker) 

Two recent specimens from Nepal have ^Ving cT 566, 9 592; tail o' 248, 9 
250 mm. (Biswas). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris ycllow, Tcd-browTi or crimson. Bill dark brown, 
yellowish at base of low’cr mandible. Cere and bare skin of head and neck deep 
yellowish red; wattles redder. Bare skin on either side of crop and inside thighs 
duller yellowish red. Legs dull livid fleshv to dull red. 

Genus A E c Y i» i u s Savigny 

Aegjpius Savigny, 1809, Descr. Egvpte, Ois., I: 68, 73. Type, by monoiypy, Pultur 
,/ir^rr Daudin = I'ultw monachus Linnzeus 

Bill cpmparaiivrly short, very strong, deep and arching from the cere. .Vostrib 
almost square (with rounded comers) ; oblique. Head broad and covered with down, 
short on crown longer on nape. Neck naked with a moderate ruff at base reaching 
up to its back. Claws grooved below. 

Genus monotvpic. Found in Southern Europe, temperate Asia. N. Africa. 

179. Cinereous Vulture. Aeg)pius wonaebus (Linnaeus) 

I'iiil/f'r .Slonathvs Linnaeus, 1766, S>3t. Nat., ed. 12, 1: 122 
(Arabia, cr Edwards, pi. 290) 

Baker, FBI No. 1705, Vol. 5:7 
Plate 16, fig. 6, Plate 17, fig. 7 and Plate 18, fig- 3 

LOCAL NAMES. A'o/o (Hindi); Cot panom iLcpcha), 

SIZE. Vulture -f; length r, lOO-IlO cm. (40-^2 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A hugc, unifomilv Iilack or blackisli b'town vulture 
wth naked leaden pinkish neck surrounded by a distinct hlarkisii (not uliitc) 
ruff. Partially naked head conspicuously broader than in oilier vuUmes. 
Crown, occiput, lores and cheeks co\cicd with black fur-like fcallu rs an 
down. No flesliy wattles on sides of neck. Sexes alike. 



X- f. I 


In overhead aspect dark plumani* above and below, absence o " 

cropland thigh-patches, broader wings without whitish stripe, an sig > 

wedge-shaped (v. rounded) tail distinguish it from King Vulture ( 

Yo u n g (immature). Paler and browner. , ... 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and H.VBiTAT. Rcsidcnt (breeding) m , 
Hiountains of VV. Palcistan (Baluchistan) and India in Gilgit, ' 

Assam (N. Cachar) and possibly elsewhere along the stretch o ^ _ 

^ty Temperate zone betw'een c. 1800 and 3600 m. alt. are an 
'rimer visitor to Sind,-N\V. and northern India (induing * ’ 

Gujarat and central India, south to about the latitude o . 

I^andcsh (c. 21®N.). Affects open savannah and semi-dcscr 
avoids forest. » < 

Exiralimital. ‘ Breeds iocally in S. Europe from Portugal to 
^^anubc, the Caucasus and southern Urals to NE. Tibet an 
to N. Morocco, Asia Minor, and the Himalayas’ 
general habits. Verj' little recorded in India. A rare ^’U > 

tiagly in winter perched on mounds etc. where its mnlis 

^h'black coloration immediately attract attention. Joins * ^ ' j distinct 
festing on ivaMide animal carcases wlicre it seems to comman . ^ 

pcFercncc from the other species, boldly striding forsrar X . 

jostling rabble and helping itself to the repast w'ithout Fot or 

food. Carrion. One feeding on dead Painted Stork [Ibis - 
(E. A, Butler). Elsewhere reconlcd as hunting tortoises an cx 
®cai from under the carapace. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. ' , . c. 

breeding. Within our limits only lecordcd in Baluclustatn 
2400 and 3000 metres elevation, and in the Barail Range o 
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Aegypiut montchux 



at c. 1800 m. Season, apparently March and April though eggs have been 
taken in Assam in January and May. J^esi, an enormous mass of sticks and 
twigs added to year after year; in one case c. 2 metres deep (from base to 
top) and c. J *5 m. in diameter. Built right on top of a juniper or suchlike 
tree 8 to 12 m. high or more, growing on a steep hillside or out of a cliff. 

a singleton, very handsome, var) ing in ground colour from pure white 
to pale buff or creamy buff and richly marked with deep red, red-brown 
or purplish brown. Sometimes white, quite unmarked. Average size of 18 
eggs taken in India and Turkestan 90*6 x 69*5 mm. (Baka*). Share of the 
sexes in the domestic chores, and incubation period, unrecorded. 

Museum Diacnosb. For description of plumage sec Baker, loc. ciL 

Chick (in dowTi) about one week old, smoky grey. Cere light pink; bill darkish 
at tip. Iris yellowish. Legs and feet creamy white; claws* black (F. L. Hughes). 

SIEASURESIENTS • 

Wing Bill Tamis Tail 

(from forehead) 

qi’p 756-843 r. 80-88 r. 132-146 350-400 mm. 

(Baker) 

An adult measured 8 ft- 1 1| inches (273 cm.) from w£ng-fip to wing-dp (Delme- 
RadcliffcL 

COLOiTRS OF BARE TARTS. Iris brown. Bill blackish brown, sometimes )‘cDowi3h 
at baye and cn lowxr mandible; cere pale mam-e, plumbeous grey, or almost salmon 
pink. Naked skin of reck dirty white slightly tinged with red, or livid flesh colour, 
and feet creamy or pearl white. 
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G-nus Gyps Sa^-igay 

S av iga y , I £09, Dcscr, Egyptc, 1 : 63, 71. Type, by rscsotypy, Gj^ r^gsrix 

SzTTgny = rsiftT Jhlzzj Hzblsl 

Sharpe, 1873, Ara. and Mag. Nat, Hit, 11(4): I33.Tfpcvbyiuhseqaeat 
dcsigEalicc, J'clisr ietgaZertnx Gaseiin. (Sharpe, 1874, Cat- Edr. Brit. J-Igs., 1: 11) 

Ksiinzuished from SsfcpxJP^ tn hav-fr.g no car lapprts. Head narrower and longer 
£a proportJsa; b3i slesderer acd longer- A'cstrils \-cry carrovr sllt-Uie, ^-crtical or 
ilrghtlr ohliqx^e- RtiS' at base cjf neck \%en de-.-elopcd, ceswting of long namyw 
feathers- T^-feathen 12 or 14. 

Gents r epresented tfcronghcmt AlHca, S. Europe S\V- and C. Asia- 
Key to the Species 

^ Page 

A Tail-reaihcfs tvsdve.... ..G. ier^s^nizs 307 

B Tail-feathers fourteen 1 

1 BUI sntaller and more slender; drp A of base of KH less than length 

of cere G. te&ss 301 

Bin larger and less slender; dq>th of base equal to length of cere — -a 

a Lower plumage v.7ih narrow shaft-stripes G. /sixv 301 

Lower plumage with brtsad shaft-itripes G. hirtxl^rzsis 3(H 


ISO, 183- Indian GriBbn Vnltut^. Ojpi Julxrjis fulzaceri Hume 
GjffS fidzescers Humc^ 1869, Rough Notes 1 : 15, 19 (Punjab) 

Gjp* tedfrar jorxxi VMustler, 1927, Bull- Brit- Om- Q, 47: 74 
(^{a^gala Range, Rawal Pindi district) 

Eater, FBI No. 1707, Vol. 5: 11 
Plate 16, fig. 5, Plate 17, fig. 10 and Plate 18, fig. 8 

LOUAi. :»AS£ES. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. ASTiitcbackcd Vulture length c. 1 10-122 cm. (40-48 in.). 

FiEi-D CHAJIACTEES. Adult. An enormous 'cinnamon-browTi \*ultitrc 
with scrav.my, almost naked neck. Head covered uniformly with yellovrish 
white hair-likc fcadjcrs and dotrn. XJr.dcrparts pinkish brown with narrow 
pale shaft-stripes. A prominent whitish rufT of lanceolate downy feathers 
at base of neck. Sexes alike. 

In o%'crhcad aspect looks a dirty white witli tlic quills forming a broad 
black apex and trailing edge to the broad * splayed finger ' tsings, and black 
tafl- Cannot be differentiated from Hnnala)-xm Griffon (I8I) on the w-ing; 
distinguishable from Cinereous \'u]iurc (179) by wliiiish underparts and 
square or slightly rounded (r. slightly wrfgc-shapcd) taiL 

Young (iminaturc). Darker fuI\ous-bro wn with the ruff brov^mcf than 
in adulL 

STATis- DLvntinimON and HACrTAi. W. Pakistan {.Baluchistan, Sind, Pun- 
jab Salt Range; and northern India (including Nepal lowlands). Commoner 
in the semi-de<ert areas of ^V. Pakistan and N. (/ujami, straggling cast to W. 
Assanij south to c. latitude 20* N-, occasionally further in the Deccan. 
Souihenunost authentic record, a specimen from ^mbay (Kurla) in BNHS 
colL Os^ing to constant confusion in sight records and paudtv of collected 
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material, accurate range diffcult to define; also to determine whether this 
or the nominate race (found in Iran) breeds in Baluchistan. Affects bare 
mountains and open sav’annah and semi-desert country. 

CEXimAi. HABITS. Small numbers usually present among the gatherings 
at animal carcases of the commoner ^\’hitcbadccd and LongbiHed spedcs, 
in the semi-desert parts of north-westem India. Eadly recognized from them 
by its great size and' warm cinnamon coloration. Habits rimllar to those of 
other members of the genus, described under the IVhjtcback (185), q.v. 

rooD, wicE and caxj-s. As in 185. 

ERtLDi?!.. Breeds in the Kala Ghiia Reserve in Canipbellpur district. 
\V. Pakistan. Old recordv of breeding in Bihar. Otidh and Madhva 
Pradesh, etc., arc generally •vitiated by doubtful identification as pointed 
oat abo\'c. Howc\'cr, breeding in the moimtams of Baluchistan, at c. 2509* 
3000 m. clc\ation, and in Kashmir, well authenticated though raccmcielv 
presumed (probably correctly) as the Indian fulzaerrj. Probably r ly> breeds 
in ihc Kirthar Hills beiss*cen Sind .mil Baluchisian. .Vriuoff, Januaty lo 
.ApriL Xest^ a large platform of sticks on ledges of cliffi, buUt singly or in 
small colonics. 

EggSf a singleton, .whit^ occasionally flecked with red; rarely blotched 
and spotted with the same- Average size of 25 cggs90*7 x 70*2nim. (Baker). 
Both sexes said to assist in building the nesu Incubation period and other 
details unrecorded. 


Museum Ducsosa. Differs from the nominate European race in being core 
cmnamon-bixjwo than isabcIliBC. For description of plumage etc. sec Baker, fcc. 
ot. Easily confusable with sub-adult G. may be dlffercniiated as foUem-s: 

ieJiaa JJrtsccJ 


1. Smaller 1. Larger 

2. Do-.v-n on head more patchy; starred 2. Head uniformly cos-cred with down 

rather than a unifonn cos'cring 

3. General colour dirn* earth-brown 3. General colour warm aimaisoa- 

brown 

>is:asureme?»ts ^^'^ng BUI Tarsus Tall 

(from forehead) 

675-740 r. 71-74 e. 100-120 302-330 nun. 

(Baker) 

■\Vmg o' $ 685-747 mm. (both extremes o') (Kirke-Swann). 

Wriglii 1 o? 709f) giti. ^Crubh’. 

coLoms or aARE parts. Iris ydlow-brmvn to brown. B31 yellowish or gree s ah 
homy to dusky' brown sometimes paler along edge of culmcn; cere Hack. Legs and 
feet dirty yellow to greenish grey (Baker). 


I8I. Himalayan Griffon Vnlturc. A:ea:/<^«u£f Hume 

Hume, 1G59, Rough Notes, 12, 15 
(Himalayas from Kabul to Bhutan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1709, Vol. 5: 13 
Plate 16, fig. 8, Plate 17, fig. 9 and Plate 18, fig. 6 
uocAi, NAMES. iSdJc gOh (Chamba); CreJ (Kashmir). 

SIZE. WTiitebacked Vulture -f-J c. 122 cm. (48 in.). 
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HELD CHARACTERS. Virtually the largest bird in the Hiniala}*a5. A typical 
vulture, very like 180, but adult sandy white or pale khaki abm'c instead of 
cinnamon-brow*n. BtlovCt pale brownish buff •with conspicuously broader 
whitish shaft-streaks than in fulusuns. Ruff longer, pale brown streaked 
with w'hite. Sexes alike. Many intermediate colour phases depending on 
age. 

In o\'erhcad aspect, large size, very pale (almost svhitish) underside, 
black tail, black trailing edges of the broad, almost rectangular wTiigs 
together with their * splayed finger * tips, and High Himalayan domicile 
arc diagnostic. 

Young (immature). Dark broivn and chocolate-brown with whitish 
shaft-stripes, especially broad on ruff and underparts. Wing and tail-feathers 
nearly black. CK'crhead aspect very like Asgyphts tnoncekis except for the 
white round the crop-patch, the less uniformly dark colouring produced by 
striped underparts, and the some:^vhat less broad wings. Confusable also 
with immature Whitcbacked and I.ongbiJlcd \’ulturcs, but much laigcr and 
seldom likely to be met together in same habitats. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTTON and HABITAT. A pUTcIy mountain bird. Resident 
in the Himalayas from kV. Pakistan (NWFP) to Bhutan and E. Assam, 
normally between c. 600 and 2500 m. altitude, foraging up to 4500 m. and 
even higher. 

Extrclirntcl. Mountains of Alghanistan and Turkestan, Tibet, the Pamirs, 
and the Himalayas cast to W'. China, 

CE-VERAi. HABITS. Similar to those of WTiItcbacked Vulture (135) and 
others of the genus. Normally seen singly or in twos and ihr^ sailing 
majestically on outspread motionless wings o-ver xnountaintop and valley, 
or sweeping round the ru^cd contours with astonishing speed and grace, 
scouting for food. Or it rises on the thermals to immense heights, circling 
for hours together in the heavens, obriously for fun. Commonly keeps in the 
neighbourhood of high mountain passes and along wcU-used trade routes 
where the stricken pack animals of the cara^-ans provide it with regular 
sustenance. The bir^ also follow the flocks and hci^ of the graziers up to 
the alpine pastures in spring for any of the animals that may die. The wray 
in whidi a rabble of 10 to 20 of the great birds will materialize at a carcase 
on a remote mountain pass from out of the clear blue slcy, and the speed and 
thoroughness with which thc>' will demolish it, is a source of ncs'cr-failiag 
wonderment. In a few short minutes all that is left of the animal is odd bits 
of skin, and bones stripped of csxr>'thing that can be eaten. 

EREEBINC. SecsTTij chicflv January to March or ApriL Akd, a large rough 
and untidy pad of sticks and rubbish placed on the ledge of a cliff, often 
inaccessible. Singly, or in small colonies of 5 or 6 nests spaced out on the 
same cliff-face. Favourite sites, advertised in the distance by the whitewash 
of the occupants’ droppings, arc resorted to year after year, the old nests 
being reconditioned by adding to the ragg^ remnants of the prc\'ioas 
season. a singleton, white, usually unmarked; sometimes handsomely 
blotched with pale reddish to deep reddish brown. Inside membrane of 
all Ojps eggs dark bright green. Average size of 50 cs^ 94-8 X 70- 1 mm. 
(Baker). Share of the sexes in the nesting chores, and period of 
incubation, unrecorded. 
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Mcnxn Diagnoo. Bin large and nout; depth at toe eqto to length 

ymr pimnnge tvitb broad jhaft-stripea. For detaih of plumage etc. see Bate, 


UZASXmZMZNTS 


'Vmg 


Tama 


Tail 


d’9 


755-805 


365-402 nun. 
(Baker) 


EHl 

(from forehead) 

71-77 V. IIO-I26 
(once 81) 

Middle toe and claw 121-135 mm, 

lVin5<f9 790-810 mm. (Kirke-Swann). ^ 

eoLocw or BAStr r«ts. Iris duH )-enovr or creamy j-entw lo pale br^B^ 
rrry green, duU yeDotoh homy or yellowish plumber; cte pale 
Miish browii. Legs and feet dmg}- greenish grey or white (Baier). 


Gvf^ D.Dict.’s (Scopoli) 
Key to the Ssibspeclea 


Page 


Crown of head almost or quite bare C. f. (ma/raimr ^ 

Crown of head wcllcDS'crcd widi hair-tike fealhr ts. .G- f. 


182. Indian LongblUed Vnltnre. Cjps in&us in£na (ScopoU) 
r fc&ar Scopoli, 1786, DcU Faun, et Hor. Insubr., 2:85 (India, ex Sonnerat 
Baker, FBI No. 1710. VoL 5:16 
Plate 16, fig. 4, Plate 17, fig. 17 and Plate 18, fig- ' 

CJU-.N/ute. cat (Hindi): CidMd,iUaia-ifta (Marathi!. 

'E Whitcbacked Vulture -f : length f. 92 cm. (38 in.). 
ftn ^crE«. Adult, dkure, light to r^rk 
r (scalloped). Head, nape, and neck patchily covered mm • 

-lae feaUtea or doivit. Belem, a distinct ruff of soft tvhiie 
of neck- Underparts pale brotvn, almost sandy, wath broa pa 

Indian Griffon Vulture (ICO). DUTcrs W. i^^ 
h smaUer site; head not uniformly cotxired but staircd 
xal coloration dirty carth-bro.vn r. warm _a b^ick 

Overhead aspect pale underparts and ^ 

iuB edge as in Griffon, r. a promment 'vhite band 
-rwing, distingui^ it from adult Whitcbacked \ u ur ( 

In^re birds of the two species .mposs.ble to tell with 

(immature). Chocoiate-brown. Head and neck n.ote^hi^f 

n.eSd. Resembles' immatures of lea.h 

le Himalayan Griffon (181) but rs "^^^Guiaral and 

ATW, pisTRJBirnoN and HAfttTAT. Kcsidcn^ J *rnne SW India 
«^ar India south of tin- Gangetic Plain 

>ylon. Wide ranging, with no perceptible neat race 

^ng to paudly of collect^ matenal. range, oflhi. and me n 
only hr approximately a«<igned. 
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OENZKAI. HABITS. CJatheringi, sometimes of 20 to 30 birds or mori^ 
commonly seen at animal carcases on the countryside or on outskirts of 
towns and villages, in more or less equal numbers tvith the IVhitebackcd 
species (185) q.v., from which its habits do not appreciably differ. 

FOOD. Carrion exclusively; sometimes at tiger or panther kills in forest. 

VOICE and calls. Not specifically recorded. 

BREEDmc. Season^ overall November to March; principally December/ 
January. JV«/, a sketchy platform of sticks and twigs lined with straw in- 
variably built on ledges of precipitous clifis and hill forb^. Usually in small 
colonics, the same cUff-laccs and sites being occupied traditionally; easily 
• identified in the distance by the cxcrcmcntary whitewash of past and conti- 
nuing vulttire generations. By the tirhe the young is fledged practically 
nothing is left of the nest, the materials being pushed off the ledge by the 
movements of the youngster or blown away by the ^vmd. Egg, a ringleton, 
generally white; sometimes spotted, blotched or freckled srith reddish brown 
, in varying d^ee; Average size of 20 eggs 86 *6 X 67-3 mm. (Baker). Share 
of the sexes in the domestic chores, and period of incubation, unrecorded. 

Museuk Diagnosis. Bill smaller and less stout than in Griffon (181); depth at 
base less than length of cere. t 

HEA5URCKENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus ' Tail 

(from forehead) 

<?‘9 560^650 c. 66-69 c. 90-94 238-274 mm. 

(mostly 

600-625) - , (Baker) 

Wing 9 575-679 mm. (Kirke-Swazm). 

Weight 5^ 9 5540-6250 (av. 5515) gm. (Grubh). 

, CDLOUU or BAM, VAMS. ,Iris brovm. greenish or yellowish horny, darker 

on cuhnen; cere dull dirty' greenish. Bare sldn of head and face plumbeous ashy. 


The description of Gyps indicus Jonesi is 
omitted as the subspecies has been synonymized 
with No. 180, Gyps fulvus fuhescens, q.v. 
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^ Burma, Malay Peninsula and Indochinese countries, 

general habits. As of the Whitebacked Vulture (185), q.v. 

FOOD. Carrion exclusively. While it would seem safe enough to tackle 
dead or dying animab, some curious accidents to feeding vultures have 
been reported. One got entrapped within the belly of a defunct horse; 
another had its head caught inside the mouth of a moribund ox which it 
had been too impatient to allow to die completely. The bird was found 
in this predicament flapping its ^vmgs helplessly to free itself ! (Allen, JBNHS 

VOICE and calls. Nothing specifically recorded. 

BULEDiNc. Contrary to the other race, seems to nest exclusively on 
trees. Season^ November to end February. AVr/, of sticks and twigs sometimes 
with leaves attached, rather more compact than of the clifT'ncsting 
mce, built 7 to 14 metres up in large leafy trees, such as silk cotton, banyan 
^d pcepul; often several nests scattered over a small area, and frcqu^tly 
near a village., a singleton, broad oval, imspottcd white, sometimes 
flecked and blotched with light rcddbh in varying degree. Average rize of 
100 eggs 84-7 X 63-6 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in all the domesue 
chores. Incubation period unrecorded. 

Chick (about a week old) : covered with ycllowbh brown do%vn (E. H. 
N. GUI). ^ , 


' Museum Diagnosis. Upper plumage usually darker and browner than in nominate 
indkuj. No hairy down on crown and nape; very little or none on neck. Bill slenderer, 
with larger, more open nostrils. 


measuremfnts 

Wing 

Bill Tanus 

Tail 


' 590-630 

{from forehead)^ 

66-68 ’ r. no 

237-256 mm. 




(Baker) 


Colours of sare parts. IrU dark brown. * Bill brownish dusky horny, cere 
horny black; skin of head and neck dark muddy; tarsi and toes black; cIa^v3 dusky 
and homy black » (Hume). 


lB5. Indian Whitebacked Vulture. GyPs bengalensis {GxncWn) 

, ViiUur bengaknsis GmeVm, 1788, Spt. Nat., 1(1): 245 (Bengal) 

' Baker, FBI No. 1713, Vol. 5: 19 

Plate 16, fig. 3, Plate 17. fig. 11 and Plate 18, fig- 5 
*^>CAL NAMES. Gidh (Hindi) ; Gidhdd (Marathi) ; Sahm (Bengal) ; Mdtn pSdiim-gSdd 
(Tdugujj (Ycrukali); Kazhitkdn (MalayaUm). 

*CCE. Peacock minus train ±» length c. 90 cm. (35 in.). 

^eld characters. Adult. Heavy browmbh black trith n^cd 

head sunk into the shoulders tvhile bird at rest A white or whitish 
tuff of soft feathers round base of neck, broken in front by a black crop- 
paidi. Sexes alike. 

^^en perched, as well as in flight below eye level, or when banking 
gh Up ixi the air, white lower back diagnostic. In overhead aspect a broa 
band along underside of wings distinguishes this species. 
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184. Himalayan lAingbtllcd Vulture. Gyps indicus UrmrostHs G, R. Gray 
Gyps UnurTostris * Hodgson * = G. R. Gray, 1844, Genera of Buds, 1 : 6, pL 3 (Nepal) 
Gyps indiau rntdiaps Baker, 1927, Bull. BriL Om- CL, 47: 151 (New name for Gyps 
tenwmins Hume, Khatmandoo, Nepal) ' 

Baker, FBI No. 1711, Vol. 5: 17 

local namel SakUn (Bengal); Hogm (Assam); Gut (Lepeba). 

SIZE. Whitebacked Vulturc-f; length c, 92 cm. (38 in.). ' 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A d u 1 1 and Yo u n g (immature) as in the Indian 
race (182), but with the head and neck entirely bald and shiny. 

rrATUS, DDTRiBtmoN and habitat. Resident. The Gangctic Plain north 
to and along the lower Himalayas from Kashmir through Nepal, Bengal 
and Assam. Very common in eastern Assam and East Pakistan. 



Xf.l 
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Young (immature). More brounish than black, without ^vhite back 
or undenving bands. Head and neck more or less covered %vith dirty white 
fluffy down. Impossible to distinguish with certainty in the field from 
Longbilled Vulture, with which it is commonly associated over most of 
its range. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; our commonest vulture. 
Found more or less throughout the area from W. Pakistan [Baluchistan) 
cast through Assam and Manipur; south from Kashmir and along the 
Himalayas between c. 1500 and 2500 m. elevation (including Nepal), 
through the Peninsula to Kanyakumari. Not Ceylon. Where absent or rare 
in pure desert facies a few years ago, e.g. Sind, Punjab, and Rajasthan, 
noNv well established and expanding with advent of river barrages, canal 
cultivation, populous villages with livestock, and trees for nesting. 

ExtraltmilaL East to Yunnan, south to Siam, and CJochinchina [S. Viet 
Namj, Malay Peninsula to Penang (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually seen in small groups, commonly iii association 
with the Longbilled and other vultures, perched hunched-up on tree-tops 
and palms on the countryside, on roofs or walls in the vicinity of slaughter- 
houses, municipal refuse dumps, and outskirts of villages and habitations. 
Favourite roosts and the ground underneath become besmirched and recking 
with the birds’ acrid c.xcrcta, presenting a sepulchral whiteivashcd appear- 
ance, which kills off the trees if too long patronized. And in this way vultures 
sometimes become a serious local nuisance in coconut groves, mango 
orchards, forest plantations, etc. 

Though a repulsive creature at close quarters, a vulture gliding majesti- 
cally in the sky on outspread motionless ^vings looks the embodiment of 
grace and buoyancy. Unless busy feeding, or fully gorged and grounded, 
they spend jnost of the day scouting the countryside for food, covering im- 
mense distances in the quest. Or they will soar for hours on end and circle 
aloft in the sky with no other apparent motive than fun. Their eyesight, 
is remarkably keen yet pcrh.aps less phenomenal than popularly believed. 
That they arc so quick to discover a carcase on the countr>'side, even though 
hidden under forest, and to gather at it from almost nowhere in such an 
incredibly short time, is usually due not so much to keenness of sight directly 
as to the low-flying birds being guided by the movement of crows, village dogs 
and jackals. These birds in turn arc Idling watched by their fellows in the 
air above, and so on, till from tier to tier the message reaches tlic tiniest 
speck in the heavens. When following one another down to a carcase some 
birds make a wide spiral descent while others hurtle dorni through space 
more or less perpendicularly, wings half pulled in, legs dropped and dang- 
ling. Even wltilc still quite high up in the air this dropping of tlic * under- , 
carnage ' clearly proclaims a bird’s intentions. No less astonishing is the 
speed and thoroughness srith which a party of \*uliurcs will demolish the 
largest carcase. A mixed rabble of 60 to 70 birds (mostly of this species, ‘ 
and including a few kites and c^o^^•s) was timed to strip the skinned carcases 
of nvo sloth liears weighing not less than 125 kg. so thoroughly in ilie space 
of about 40 minutes that late comers at this stage had to stand around 
disappointed (Salim Ali). In another case a mixed pack of this trith a few 
FuI\t)us and King Vultures u'as timed to finish off a whole bullock in about 
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20 minutes (T, R. Bell). Tliis activity is attended by incessant jostling and 
squabbling amongst the feastcrs to a great deal of raucous braying, screech- 
ing and hissing as one bird jumps on another’s back to dislodge it from a 
, coign of vantage, or deprive it of a gobbet of flesh. The combatants often 
spread out their wngs and prance around, ludicrously tugging at the 
morsel with their beaks at cither end. In order to take off* from the ground, 
vultures are obliged to run and hop along for some distance against the 
wind aided by powerful wing-flaps. When fully gorged they arc sometimes 
totally tmablc to get airborne, and often have to spend the night on the 
ground. Occasionily,thcy feed throughout the night, whether moonlit or 
dark. It has been suggested that vultures properly gorged can go without a 
meal for several days. Such a facility could be of distinct survival value to 
birds which must frequently have to face feasi-and-famine conditions. 

In spite of foul feeding habits which often entail the head, neck and other 
parts becoming besmeared with gore, the Whitcback like the other large 
vultmes is a comparatively cleanly bird and misses no opportunity for a 
bath. The birds wade into shallow water and douse themselves with thtf 
ctistomary head-dipping, wing-fluttering and plumagc-shufliing, drying 
themselves in the sun afterwards with open wings, like a cormorant. Possibly 
dependence on thermal currents contributes to their being late risers; 
individuals may frequently be seen fast asleep on a branch with head tucked 
under the \ving till the sun is well up in the morning. 

FOOD. Birds in aviary also avidly swallowed dry bone splinters I~3 cm, 
washing them down with draughts of water (Grubh, 1973,JBNHS 70(1): 199). 

VOICE and calls. Raucous, stridem, creaky screeches or * laughter * 
k(^akaka while one bird is supplanting another at a carcase or roost. Long- 
drawn grating noises, as of a hoe being scraped over a cement floor, uttered 
by female during copulation. 

BREEDING. Seosotiy principally October to March. a large untidy 

platform of sticks and twigs often with green leaves attached, with a shallow 
central depression lined with green leaves. Leafy t\Wgs collected from living 
tree by bird (cT ?) tugging at it with bill, assisted by vigorous 3.ving-flappmg. 
Nest built c. 10 to 18 m, up at or near the top of a large banyan or peepul 
{Ficus bengalensis or F. religiosd)i mango {Mangifera indica), sheesham (DaU 
bergia sissoo or D. latijblia)t casuarina, or similar tree growing in or near a 
village, or lining a road or canal bank. Sometimes in scattered colonies of 
up to 25 or 40 nests in a grove or small patch of forest. Nest added to 
and enlarged as the young occupant gets older and heftier (C. M. Inglis). 
Eggf normally a singleton, very rarely 2, thick-shelled, glossless white 
immarked, or variably and faintly so with reddish brown, grey-brown, or 
lavender. Average size of 1 00 eggs 85*8 X 64 • 2 mm. (Baker) . Both sexes share 
in all the domestic chores. Incubation period about 45 days. Nest young fed 
on regurgitated gobbets of flesh. Several foraging birds of a colony often 
return together with food in spectacular high-flying armadas, sometimes 
over enormous distances. Copulation takes place close to the nest and 
often actually on it while the female is incubating; sometimes during moonlit 
nights. During the act the female flattens herself on the perch with neck 
stiffly stretched forward, uttering the harsh scraping screams. Male balances 
himself on her back with heavy flapping and performs with distinct jerks 
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and pushes. One ofa pair shot at nest bi ought a new mate on the 5th day, 
..nl,... both the birds were new (SaUm Ali). Breeding has-been obsers-ed 
in immature plumage (A. E. Jones). 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of 'plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). ‘ Down coven whole body except a track from base of 
neck broadening to vent. Down of head and neck shorter than the rest. Mouse-grey 
in colour except darker patches to the uropygium and along ulnar border. Cere 
and base patch round eye bluc-lcad * (G. B. Ticchunt). 

measurements Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(JSQ 535-578 71-81 108-124 217-232 mm. 

(from forehead) (Baker) 

Middle toe and clasv 121-136 mm. 

The figures for bill and tarsus given above are erroneous as pointed out by 
Biswas (JBNHS 57: 290, 1960). A specimen ( $ ) from Nepal measured by him gave 
•wing 555, bill (from, nostril) 62, tanus 94, taH 238 mm. A young non-bn^ing 
male from Nepal measured sving 590 mm. (Ripley). Wing 557-608 mm. (Kirke- 
Swarm). 

Wright 29 o’ ? 3500-3560 (av. 4383) gm. (Grubh). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris yellowish brown or pale brown. Bill dark plumbc* 
ous or greenish plumbeous; culmcn greyish or'yellowish white; cere shining homv 
black. Naked skin of head and neck dusky plumbeous. Legs and feet greemsh 
nhimheous to almost black (Baker). 


Genus Neophron Savigny 

JVra/Aran Savigny, 1809, Descr. Egypte, Ois., 1: ra, 75 and 76. Type, by .-nono- 
typy, Vultvr perpiopurus Linnaeus. 

Bill slender, long; cere and culmcn straight at first, greaUy hooked at tip. Nostrib 
elongate, horizontal, slit-like. Crown, sides of head, chin, throat and upper foreneck 
naked. Neck surrounded by a ruff of lanceolate bacldc-likc feathers extendiag up 
to the nape and round aU the losver part of the neck; crop naked. Wings long and 
pointed; 3rd primary (as.) longest. TaU graduated; wedge-shaped. 3rd and 4th 
toes united by a web over the length of the basal phalange. Claws rather long. 

itraight, and sharp. _ . t./ a •« 

The genus extends over the southern Palaearctic Region, Africa, and W. Asu. 

Neophron peronopterus (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspedca 


Bill dark homy-blackish at all ages P- Ptraaplml 

Bill yeUow in adults K.p.gitsimmu 


186. Egyptian Vultupe. Keophron permoptcrus pncncptewitmniicas) 

VuUur Ptmoptim [sir] Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, I: 87 (Egypt) 
Baker FBI No. 1714. Vol. 5: 22 
Plate 16, fig. I, Plate 17, fig. 4 and Plate 18, fig. 1 

LOCAL NASiES. Sapd giS, Kol mufghab (Hindi); fifil (Sind), 

SIZE. Pariah Kite ±; length c. 66 cm. (26 in.). 
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rauj CHARACTERS. A small, rather kite-like vulture with naked head 
but without the long scrawny neck. 

Adult. Overall dirty white (except for black w^ng■^^uala) with naked 
yellow head, face, and foreneck. In this race bill dark homy-at all ages v. 
ydlow ia adult ^nginiantis. Sexes alike. 

In overhead aspect ^vhitc >vith wedge-shaped tail and broad black apex 
and trailing edge to pointed wngs. 

Young (immature). Blackish or chocolate-brovm mottled with whitish 
blotches on back, breast, and greater wing-coverts. Many other inter- 
mediate colour phases during gradual transition to adult white plumage. 

In overhead aspect looks like some eagle, but longer, narrower, wings 
and wedge-shaped tail always diagnostic. Also very like Lammergcicr, but 
is much smaller. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident and partial altitudinal 
migrant; from plains level to c. 2500 metres in West Pakistan (Baluchistan, 
Sind, NWF. Province, W. Punjab) and NW. India (Kashmir, Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh) possibly straggling into U.P., Kutch, W. Rajasthan, 
etc. Due to paucity of collected material and reliable specific observation, 
status of the two races impossible to unravel accurately. Probably both 
occur together and interbreed over large marginal areas in the north-west. 
Affects the neighbourhood of human habitations. 

Extralimital. * S. Europe north to S. France, Bukowina and S. Russia, 
east to Turkestan, Afghanistan and NW. India; south to Morocco, Egypt 
(and thence to S. Africa), Arabia, Perria, Sind, Canary and Cape Verde 
Islands * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. As in thc commoncF Indian race (187), q.v. Occurs 
in summer up to c. 2500 metres in thc hills oFN. Baluchistan, NWFP and 
Punjab behveen March and September; descending to lower levels for the 
winter. Also in Himachal Pradesh and Kashmir, where recorded in thc 
ladar Valley in summer as high as c. 3600 m. (R. S, P . Bates). 

FOOD. Chiefly carrion and offal as in 187. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. ^ 

BREEDING. Up to clcvalions ofcl 2600 metres. Season^ principally February 
to April. JWjt, ^ig^t *^nd other details as in No. 187. Av'cragc size of 100 
* Indian * eggs 65 *2 X 5I -2 mm. (Baker). 

Museum I>iagnosis. Larger than TV. P- ^^ianus. For other diflcreaces between 
the races sec ^\^mtle^ 1922, Ihiii 414; for description cf plumages etc. of nominate 
race, Baker, loc. cit; Witherby 1939, 3; 105-6. 

USA5URZMENTS 



Wing 

470-520 

BiU 

(from cere) 
31-34 

Tarsus 

75-B8 

Tail 

220-260 mm. 

9 V 

460-510 

— 


(Witherby) 


enuouRS or BARE BARTS. Iris ycIIow or oarr orown. mu vva*. 

rtddiih ytllow. Naked parts of head yellow. Legs and feet dusky yellow; claws 


black (Baker). 
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87. IsidUsi Scwtxi%nVjAwe.]^nphronpnctwpUrusgmpnicaus (Latham) 
VtdtiiT ginginiama Latham, 1790, Index Oro., L 7 
(Ginger, Coromandel, tx Sonnerat) 

Baker, FBI No. Vlb, Vol. 5: 23 

LOCAL NAMES Sofid gidh, KclmSrgh iHindi);Su^tjakun ^ f 

(Telugu); UoUi (Malayalam); 

TamU) ; ’ Pharaoh’s Chicken 

hTlo ''^tT>^T6 

,ver has the bill yellow in adults as against dark homy at a g 

To^n/^^roaturc). Diffets from young ' oV p.cnopuru. only in smaller 

ouTRmuT.ON,and m! 

mrttons in the N4V. oc'cupied by — ^tJS\fKanVkun.ari, 



eral HABm. A useful '■> 

ood of human settlements whether on mound^ 

of irvDsies, pilgrims, or herdsmen. Here seen pe , b^v 

1 hidings and thc like, or sauntetmg about on = ^ 

: 'Si 

where prospects of food are P;°"“^t?^dpal®refuK 
crows, and other vultures at animal careaso ana mu i 

Catrion, offal and gmbage. and to a 

wrn^rtnhes emerging fiom 

. .... « T- - -t. __\ 
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VOICE and calls. Very silent. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Season, February to May, chiefly March and April. A'ert, a 
athy, shabby platform' of twigs, lined with rags, matted hair, scraps’ of 
marmnals’ skin, and other rubbish including sometimes dried dung of 
carnivores. Placed on a ledge or corm'ce, or in a niche, on clifis, dilapidated 
mosques, tombs and other buildings or crumbling walls and battlements 
of ancient forts. Sometimes in the fork of a large banyan, peepul, or similar 
tree r. 4 to 6 metres up. The same sites are occupied year after year, the 
old nests being renovated by additions to the remnants. Old eagles’ nests 
occasionally utilized. Exceptional sites recorded (1) on the ground at the 
base of a tree in the Ganges khadar (W. P. Paynter), and (2) on hop of a 
termite mound c. 1 - 5 metres high islanded in the waterspread of a small 
irrigation tank (C. H. Biddulph). Eggs, 2, incongruously handsome for so 
unlovely a bird, varying in coloration from white to pale brick-red, blotched 
with reddish brown or blackish, rather densely at the broad end. Indis- 
tinguishable from those of the nominate race, only smaller. Average size 
of 100 eggs 64-3 X 49-3 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share all the domestie 
chores. Incubation period believed to be about 42 days. Incubating bird 
sits very close, but does not demonstrate against nest robber once disturbed 
off nest. 


VOLUME 1 : 313-316 

PALCONIFORMES 


79 


from ^e to time over the ‘centuries’. By what process does this take 
place m such a way that continuity is not disturbed and the two visitors 
always remam two? A suggestion by the Bombay Natural History Sodetv 
a few yems ago to mark the birds for a rational investigation did not find 
favour with dev-out vested interests, so the m>sicty remains unsolved. 


Genus Gypaetus Store 

Gyptulus Store, 1784, Alpenreise: 69. Tj-pc, by monotypy, Cjpeetus grandis Storr = 
Vullur euraa Hablizl 

Bill moderately high, compressed, much boolced at end; culmen cun'cd through- 
out. Nostrils ovals, longitudinal; concealed by long black bristles directed forwanis 
tom the cere and lores. Another beard-like tuff of black bristles depending per- 
I^dicularly from chin. Tarsi feathered to toes; feet Ikirly strong with moderate 
claws, blunt and well curved. Wings long and very pointed. Third primary (as- 
cendant) longest; Ist primary between 5th and 6th. Tad of twelve feathers, long 
and \'CT^' much graduated. 

Genus monotypic; found in the mountains ofSE. Europe, Atica east to S. Arabia 
and the Himala\-as. 


Museum Diagnosis. Smaller than nominate race with bill alwa}'3 yellow in adult. 

MEASUacUENTS 

Wing Tanus Middle toe and daw Tail 

443-4^ 72-85 73~S5 22a-25I mm. 

(Baker) 

Bill (from cere) 31-35 mm. 

Paucity of skins in Indian collections docs not permit checking the abo\‘e Bgures, 
but it may be pointed out that a recent specimen from Nepal (sex?) measured: 
wing 434; bill from skull 57; tail 210 mm. (Biswas), shovmg a considerable di\'crgence 
from Baker’s figures. 

COLOUKS OF BARE BARTS. Bill in adults ycllow. Skin of head yellow \dth no red 
tinge. Legs, feet and claws paler, otherwise as in IC6. 

miscellakeous. The Hindu hill temple at Thirukalikundram, some 55 
km. from Madras, enjop countiy\side fame and added sanctity by virtue 
of two Neophron vultures that come there every day punctually between 
1 1 xm. and noon to be fed by the presiding priest This is alleged to have 
been going on, lor centimes *, and tlie birds arc alleged to commute daily 
from'Banaras (the Himalayas, according to some). The feas^ consist of 
balls of rice and wheat flour mixed with sugar and ghee, therefore, in cfTcct, 
the vcjy opposirc extreme of the bird’s natural food preferened That the 
ucred birds travel the l,30()-odd kilometres (or perhaps twice that distance) 
dafly, and the many other mj’ths and legends that ha.vc snowballed around 
this arcumstance, perhaps need an extra dose of credulous piety to believe; 
ncvcr^eless there arc a number of curious anomalies in this connexion 
which challenge a scientific explanation. For instance, when the Neophron 
u such a rommon species in the Madras area, and numbers must often 
y over this particular temple in their normal scouting for food, why is it 
that omy two birds and no more come doum to the proffered meal ? Secondly, 
since Neophrons are not immortal, a replacement must become necessary 


188. H imal ayap Bearded Vulture or Lamifiergeier. Gypaelux barbatus 
emeus (HablizI) 

I’ultur aureus Hablirl, 1783, Neue Nord. 4; 64 

(Province of Gllan, northern Persia) 

Cjpeetus ftemoehalanus Hutton, 1838, Jour. As. Soc. Bengal, 7:22 (Himalayas) 
Gypaetus ollaicus Sharpe, 1874, Cat, Bds. Brit. Mus., 1:229 ex Gebler, 1840, Bull. 
Soc. Acad. Sl Pctcisb,, 6: 292 (Altai) 

Baker, FBI No. 1716. Vol. 5: 26 
Plate 16, fig. 2, Plate 17, fig. 6 and Plate 18, fig. 2 

LOCAL KAM£S. Argul (Hindi, about Mussooree); Oldiah (Chamba;. Commonly 
miscalled * Golden Eagle *. 

SIZE. Himalayan Griffon -t** but less massive and with longer tail; 
length r. 122 cm. [c. 48 in.). Wing span (tip to tip) c. 275-285 cm. (9 ft. 
to 9 ft. 4 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A handsome cagle-like v'ulture with feathered head 
and neck, and longish ivcdge-shapcd tail. 

Adult. Above, head and neck creamy or rusty while; rest of upperparts 
silvery grey and black, streaked with wWte, Below, pale rusty white. A tuft 
of black bristle-like feathers — the beard — pendant under chin and 
conspicuous in profile. I-cgs fully feathered. Sexes alike. ■ 

In overhead aspect like an oversize Neophron- Long and comparativ'cly 
narrow pointed ivings, and longish wedge-shaped tail readily distinguish 
it from Himalayan Griffon, and from eagles. 

Young (immature). Very dark brown, \rith almost black head and black 
goatee as in adult. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident A purely northern mount- 
ain form, fairly common in Baluchistan and Sind, and throughout the Hima- 
layas from N\VFP, Ladakh and Kashmir cast through Nepal and Bhutan 
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io NE. Assam. Also recorded in N. Cachar hills. Normally beriveen e. 1200 
«d 40(X) metres elevation; rarely lower. Observed by the Everest expedi- 
tions soa^g at between 7200 and 7500 metres. 

Mountains of SE. Europe (Alps etc.), islands in the Medi- 
terranean Sea, cast to N. China and south to S, Arabia (and the Himalayas) 
-Peters. 



C£*veral habits. Usually seen quartering the mountain slopes and 
'alleys, sailing majestically on outstretched motionless wings with hardly 
a Uing-bcat, hugging the contours and cliff-faces or soaring at immense 
_ “tights, A loud droning of the irings, as of some gigantic Hasp, is heard as 
a bird sweeps past the observer, and also a peculiar tnrrr sound (produced 
^ primaries?) as it sails low overhead. In spite of great rizc and wxight, 
^ capable oft taking off the ground without a prclimiiiar}’- run. Often 
I'^'cngcs aroilnd mountain villages and municipal refuse dumps at Hima- 
hill stations and cantonments, walking alwut with an cagle-Iike gait 
^d picking up scraps, or swooping from the air like a kite to snatch them 
^ Its talons. Its method of breaking large bones which, together ivith the 
^m>w (?), form part of its normal diet is well knoivn and reliably authen- 
bcafed, Tlic bone, which may be the femur of an ox, is carried up in the 
tiavk’s to a height of some 50 or 70 metres and dropp^ on rocks below'- — 
often at regular selected spots or * ossuaries * — the bird retrieving the bone 
to repeat the process if ncccssaity till It splinters, whereupon it will descend 
to the ground and leisurely* sw’alloiv the pieces. On approach of the breemng 
*oason pairs indulge in spectacular acrobatics, flapping their wings, chasing 
one another, and indulging in mock fights. One bird will swoop at the other 
^hich docterously turns o\'er on its back to parry the attack witii its talons. 
*Vith daws thus interlocked and wings half-closed, the two tumble or cart- 
'vhecl ' rapidly through space to the accompaniment of a sharp guttural 
..separating only when a few metres from the ground. The^- 
then cither rise again to repeat the performance or soar aloft and sail 
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FOOD. Carrion and pieces of bone. Often feeds at ivayside animal car- 
cases and refuse dumps in company with Griffons, Neophrons and ravens; 
but timid and keeping aloof until coast dear. In spite of allegations, 
never known to attack any living animal. 

VOICE and calls. Normally silent except in courtship display, as above. 
Hungry nestling (about size of small goose) uttered ‘ a curious shrill squeak * ; 
occasionally ‘ a kind of quack ’ when a few months older (Whistler). 

BREEDING. Brccds at clcv-ations befiveen e. 1200 and 4200 metres; some- 
times higher. Season, December to February /March. Nef/, a huge pile of 
sticks along with quantities of miscellaneous rubbish such as sheep’s w'ool, 
Sragments of haisy- momma] skins, and large desiccated bones. Placed on 
an inaccessible ledge often under a rock overhang, or in a natural recess in a 
sheer cli/T-face. Each pair usually has two or three aUemative nest sites used 
in irregular rotation. B^s, normally 1 or 2; but three have been 
recorded. Pale creamy yciow or pale rusty orange to deep reddish buff, 
wriably mottled or blotched with reddish brown. Average size of 60 eggs 
85-0 X 67-4 ram. (Baker). Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and 
period of incubation, unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage set Baker, loc. cil; for descripfion 
of chirV in do\vn and changes with* growth "Whistler 1912, JBXHS, 21; 663-5; 
P. T. Dodsworth 1914, ibid., 22: 801. 

»IEASUREMZ?fTS 

Wing BflJ Tarsus Tall 

ffrom feathers) 

9 726-890 74-85 85-95 440-555 mm. 

Mid toe and daw 95-102 mm. (Baker) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irfs; outtr ring scarlet, inner ring khaki. • Pale to 
b7ood*onnge, the sclerotic membrane blood red * — Baker. BflJ bomy brown, 
greenish plumbeous at base, black&h at tip. Feet grey; daws plumbeous. 

inscELUWEOus. Meat of the Lammergdcr highly prized by the hill people, 
and not only by the low castes ; the birds arc killed with spears at tetho^ 
chukor baits {! ?) — F. Stoliczka, 1868, Jour. Astat. Soe. Bengal : 37. 


Genus Circus LacepWe 

Cirtm tacepide, 1799, Tabl- Ois.: 4. T>7>e, by subsequent detignatjon, Feleo 
eerugtnosus Unnaeus (Lesson, hlan. d’Orn., 1:105) 
slender, deganl, long-winged, long-tailed raptors — the harricts — 
readily distinguished by shape and flight. A more or less conspicuous ruff of closed 
soft featbew exteadmg across throat and up each side of neck bdiind ear-covcrti. 
Bin weak and compressed; culmen curved from base to tip; a small festoon presenL 
Noctril laigc, bitjadly oval, overhung by lord bristles. V.lng long and pointed : 
Srd primary (ascendant) longest; Ist about equal to 6th or 7th. Tail long, square 
or slightly rounded. Tarsus long, slender, feathered next the thigh only; cm-cred 
with trans\‘crsc shields in front, smaller polygwoal scales behind. Toes slender, with 
sharp wdl-oirved claws. 

Genus found throughout the temperate and tropical reg io ns. Five species occor 
in our limits in winter; only one rardy breeding. 
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Key to the Species 

Outer webi of 2nd. 3rd, and 4tb primaricj enfy, notched 1 

Outer webs of 2nd to 5th primaries notched ^2 

1 Tarsus over 66 nun '* 

Tantu under 66 mm - ^ frgarpu 

2 BUI from cere to tip over 29 mm anginasut 

BUI from cere to tip under 29 mm ^ 

a Uppciparts ashy ' c; ‘ . 

Upperparts to rump black c. mlamUwcs (ad. (jt) 

Upperparts b^o^vn >vith paler edgings 

I Upper tail-covcrts pure white <7. < 

Upper tail-coverts not all white 

a* Coverts along forearm white or buff. , 
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Page 


3td 

321 

324 

317 

323 


tyaneus (ad, 9) 317 


C, melaTaleuces (ad, $) 323 


Coverts along forearm brown, 

i* Abdomen buff with dark stripes C. cyarurus 0*uv,) 

Abdomen rufous-brown' C, milanolencos (luv.) 
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189. Hen Harrier. Circus cyancus cyaneus (Linnaeus) 

Falto ^antus lannaciu, 1766, Syst. Nat., cd. 12, 1: 126 
(Europe, Africa = vicinity of London, England, ex Edwards, pi, 225) 

BakcTj FBI No. 1792, Vol. 5: 131 
Plate 19, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Same as for 190. 

SIZE. Kite — ; slimmer. Length c. 46-54 cm. (18-21 in ) 

TOUJ CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Like Pale Harrier (190) but darker 
ashy grey above, this colour extending over chin, throat, and upper breast 
which are white in 190. Often a distinct brown-streaked svhite nuchal patch 
Upper tail-coverts pure white t>. banded grey and white in Pale. 

In flight blunter, rounder black-tipped wings o, more pomted in Pale 
u svith a httle practice a further and infallible differentiating character 
(Memertzhagen). ® 

Female. Dark brown above, brown-streaked below. Indistinguishable 
from Montagu’s and not with certainty from Pale, but conspicuously broader 
sv^te rump-patch suggestive. A light buff collar frequently visible as bird 
flics past. 

Young ^mmature). Underparts rufous-buff, broadly striated with dark 
Drown. Ruff well developed. 

STATUS, msTRiBUTiON and HABITAT. Rather uncommon winter visitor 

and/or passage migrant, September to AprU/May, in NW. Pakistan 
[Baluchutan (Quetta dht.) and NiVFP (Ratvalpindi, Chitral, Kohat 
^ts.)] and northern India (Gilgit, Kashmir, Punjab, Himaclial Pradesh 
Nepal) e^t to Upper Assam (N. Lakhimpur dist.). Probably the commonest 
hamer m the Sii^m Himalayas. Affects open undulating plains and 
culuvated country, Himalayan foothills and up to c. 2500 metres elevation 

^trchmilal. Breeds in Europe north to the Arctic Circle (casually further! 
and in Asta south of the tundra, cast probably to the Lena River; south to 
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Ae Pyrenees, Italjq Turkestan, and Tibet. Winters in die region about the 

Mediterranean, NE. Africa, N. India, Burma, China, Japan (?) ’ Pctcra 

o^RAL HABITS. Very similar to those of the Pale Harrier (190) q.v! 
Perhaps somewhat more given to soaring. During spring and autumn niiml 
txons found at great heights in the Punjab Himalayas; observed at 5000 
metres and above beating over the bdrren hillsides, chasing accentors and 
finches (Donald). 



^msTies of (M) Monla^ s Hamer {Ctrnit lygarsui), (P) Pale Harrier 
(L. manauna), (H) Hen Hamer (C rjanvirr) to ihow differenca in yviog 
fomula and emarginaliom. In P and H primary-eoverU arc pmhed 
aside to show cmajEinalion of 2nd lisiblc primary, which they normally 
conceal, w.imeas in M this cmarEinallon is deposed. 5lh visible primary 
jn M and P w not emarginated and «horC; m H it is eraarginafed 
. , and longer ' 


FOOD. As of the genus; lizards, young rodents, sickly or nestling birds, 
grasshoppers, etc. Known to carry off snipe falling to shot. Among remains 
of small birds in stomachs of specimens, the following specificaliy identified: 
Common Babbler (Turdotdes cauda/ur), Skylark {Alauda sp.) and Bustard 
Qpail {Tumtx sp.) — 'Whistler. One shot while can^ang off a chicken 
(Biddulph); another seen demolishing a hoopoe (Stevens). 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. Very silent in winter; more vocal when 
breeding. 

BRiecrNC. Extralimita). Season, May-June, Jiesl, on ground-in heather, 
grass and reeds about swamps, or on exposed hillsides. EggSt 6 8, white. 


hawks; vultures, etc. si, 

r.umw““t ® black. Outer webs or2nd to 5tl 

qiulb (aj.) notched; upper tail-coverts pure white in both jexcj. For detail, o 
plumage etc. see Witherby 1939, 3: 69-70. octatri o 

measurements 


<?>(? 

99 


Wing 

Bill 

Taiaus 

341-357 

(from feathers) 


23-25 

69-74 

375-392 

27-29 

71-76 


COLOUR, or BARE PART.: Iris (Ji ad. bright orangc-yelloi 
yellow; unm. brown. Rest as in J90. 


Tail 


210-221 mm. 
24S-255 mm. 
(Baker) 

9 ad. gamboge 


190. Pale Harrier, Circus mamurus (S. G. Gmelin) 

, Fcicp mamuru, S. G. Gmdin, 1770, Rebe d. RumI.. th. 1 : 48 
(Voronezh, southern Russia) 

Baker FBI No. 1790, Vol. 5: J29 
Ftate 14, fig. 13 and Plate 19. fig. 2 
U3CAL NAMES. DdstmSl, Girgit mar. Path,! (Hindi); Miih chat (Bencall- r,n 

(omhala}; Daohng wehlat (Cachari). 

SIZE. Kite — ; slimmer; length c. 46-51 cm. (18-20 in.). 
mw CHARACTER. A slender, elegant grey-and-white hawk. 

Male (adult). Pale ashy grey above, pure white below, with black tin 
m T"' "■'"SS- The last parricularly conspicuous in th 

bw Mtlmg flight when wings held in a flat V above plane of body Tai 
relatively long, white cross-barred with grey. ^ 

Differentiated from male Hen Harrier (189) bv oaler oT#.\r 
^ Wuish grey) with pure white underparts and less pronounced rum| 

Gsn bf^hiJrt "hite) From Montagu’: 

(191) by bemg hfcewTse paler grey and lacking the diagnostic black trfns 
verse wmg-bar across secondaries. 

Female. Umber brown, with prominent pale rufous owMifcc ruffi 

inseparable from Alontagu’s in 
the field. Females of both these 
species only doubtfully distingu- 
ishabic from (? Hen Harrier by 
smaller, less prominent white 
rump patch. 

Young (immature). A^ore, 
brown like female but the feathers 
margined with pale rufous. Ruff 
very distinct, umtreaked. Upper 
tail-coverts pure white. Ee/ou% 
rufous-buff with faint darker 
rufous shafts on breast and flanks, 
Indistinguisliablesriih certainty from fcmalcsarid immaturcsof I89and 191. 

STATUS, DisnuDimoN and jiabitat. Common winter visitor to the entire 
Indian Union including Andaman, Nicobar (?) and I-aceadive islands. 



9 X- «'■ I 
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Both Fakistans, Nepal, Ceylon, Maldives (?). From plains level up to e. 
3000 metres or higher in the Himala>*as, and to the tops of the highest 
peninsular hills (Dodabetta, Nilghris, r. 2600 m.; Anaimudi, Anaimalais, 
e. 2700 m.). In Ceylon a few non-breeding birds remain throughout summer 
(Phillips), Affects plateaux and undulating foothills country— -open -grassy 
hillsides, rolling downland, cultivation, stony semi-desert and scrub. Aw>ids 
wooded tracts. 

Extralimital, * Breeds from the Baltic Sea provinces east to Tavbagatai 
and the Tian Shans, south to Rumania, S; Russia and Ferghana. Winters 
in Africa from the Sudan to Cape Province; India, Ceylon, and Burma ' 
(Peters). 


Circus maerourut 



MiCRAnoN. A fcm.ilc (ihis or Pyg'^^gui?) ringed at Bharaipur, 
25.iii.1962, recovered in Kazakh SSR, 53M5'N., 66*30'E., 7.V.1965 
(JBXHS 62:, 307). 'Fhc influx commences in nonhcni India already by the 
enti of Aiigusi, the birds spreading lo soulhem Indw and Ceylon by October! 
November; mostly leaving ag^n March/AprU. Autumn passage through 
NIVFP (Kohat dist.) September to end November; spring passage February 
till May (Whitehead & Magrath). Very common in and around Quetta 
during spring passage between 15 March and 15 April (Marshall). Mostly 
gone from N. India by end April On migration passage congregates to 
pass the night dotted about individually in a ploughed held or bare 
open ground — a stream of single birds arriving at dusk and on into 
darkness, and resuming the journey before daybreak. They do not fly in a 
flock but strung out individually at s-ary'ing distances behind one another, 
sailing steadily or with purposeful wing-beats in a fixed direction, higher 
up than in normal foraging; occasionally descending lower to hunt as they' 
vi-ork their svay towanii their destination. 
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CEKE.RA1. KABtTS. Not gTcgarious. Single birds spend the day tirelessly 
quartering the countrj’side a metre or two above the ground, sailing lightly 
and gratirully on outspread motionless wngs, banHng to skirt a bush, 
* dipping to the hollow and rising to the mound *, or skinuning the tops of 
the standing crops and grass. From time to time the bird checks dead 
in its flight, wheeling almost double upon itself, swinging out its legs and 
pouncing noiselessly on some unsuspecting quarr}*. If successful, it alights 
to chsposc of the ^ictim on the spot before resuming the beat. When sated, 
rests on the bare ground or on a clod or mound in preference to a bush or 
tree. Roosts at night in the open, often in sizeable congregationr and in 
(impany with other harrier species in a ploughed field, fallow land, or 
grassy su*amp. The birds do not sleep huddled together but sit dotted alxiut 
indiridually a few metres from one another — sometimes each in a regular 
‘ form ’ of pressed-down grass as made by partridges. ’ 

FOOD. Frogs, lizards, field mice, sickly or young ground-nesting birds, 
grasshoppers, etc. A Tumtx and remains of a sandgrouse (or partridge?) 
taken among stomach contents of a specimen. No fish recorded in India, 
but on migration across Red Sea from Africa to Europe harriers (spcdcs?) 
obscrv'cd picking up flying fishes in their talons as they skimmed the water, 
and eating them (W, P. Ix)wc 1940, IBis: 333). 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. Very silent in winter. 
breeding. Extralimital. A/Vr/, a bed of leaves and grass in a natural hollow 
in the groimd on a dry open meadow’ or on the edge of a swamp. 

4 or 5 w’hite, usually spotted and blotched wth reddish brown. 

' Miseum Diacnoso. Outer webs of 2nd, 3rd, and 4th quills (as.) o/ily notched. 
Tanus cm 65 inia. long. For detrils of plumage etc. see Witherby 1939, 3: 71-2. 


tOAsvxzMzyrs 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

cfc? 

332-360 

25-27 

66-70 

201-222 mm. 

99 

345-386 

27-31 

67-78 

222-247 mm. 


(from skull) (SA) 


Weight 1 o? 300 gm, (BNHS) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris a dul t gTCcmsh ^“ellow or yellow; juv. brown- B31 
homy plumbeous at base of lower mandible; cere and gape Icmon-ycllow; 
mouth grcjTsh pink. Legs and feet pale chromc-^xllow; claws black, , 


191. Motttaga’s Harrier. CtVctu (Linnaeus) 

Falco linnaeus, 1758, S>’3t, Nat., cd. 10, I: 89 

(Europe = England, fx Albin) 

Baker, FBI No. 1791, VoL 5: UO 
Plate 19, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAVES. As for 199. 

snx. Kite — ; slimmer; length e. 46-49 cm. (18-19 m-)* 

HELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Like the Pale Harrier but upf^ 
parts darker ashy grey (more or less tinged with brown), the grey extending 
to throat and breast. Rest of underparts white with chestnut shaft-stripes. 
A- narrow black transN’crse \snng-bar across secondaries diagnostic at rest 
and in flight. Rump gre^Tsh. 


322 FALCONIFORMES 

Female. Indistinguishable in the field from 9 Palc;from 9 Hen Harrier 
only doubtfully by slightly narrower %vhitc rump-patdh. 

Young (immature), ^mewhat darker and more richly coloured than 
immature Pale Harrier, with the ruff indistinct; but not separable from 
it in the field with certainty. 

sTATx:s, DBTRiBimoN and habitat. \Vmlcr \’isitor. Perhaps slightly less 
common than Pale Harrier overall, but equally widely distributed over the 
subcontinent. Occurs also in the Andaman and Laccadhre islands, Ceylon 
and the MaldK’cs. Affects identical fades to 190. 


Circui pygergas 



Extralimital. ‘Breeds in England and through N. Europe (south of lat. 
57°N:) and .Asia to Turkestan, Altai, and NW. Mongolia; south to Sp^n. 
N\V. Africa, Italy and Rumania. Winters from Palestine to S. Africa, 
India, Ceylon, and Assam * (Peters). . 

MIGRATION. As iji 190. No ringing records, but sec under 190. 

GENERAL HABITS. Same as the Pale Harrier’s, the two frequently con- 
fused in the field by observers. 

Ft>OD. As in 190. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. Very silent in winter. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Kesi of grass and reeds on the ground in a 
cornfield or on a bed of rushes near a swamp. Eggs^ 4 to 6, blufrh white 
unmarked, or faintly blotched with light red. 

Museum DtACSOSis. Outer webs of 2nd, 3nl, and 4th primaries (as.) en/y notched, 
as in 190. Kfost rtsadily distinguished from Pale Harrier by shorter tanus — tmdtr 
65 mm. long. For details of plumages etc. see Witherby 1939, 3: 63-6. 
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mxasurzkenti 

\^g Bin Tanus 

(from feathen) 

(J'9 344-395 23-25 f. 55-65 

The sexes do not differ in size. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As tD Palc Hairicr. 
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Tail 

213-241 mm. 
(Baker) 


192. Ked Harrier. Circas melamUuau (Pennant) 

Ftlco melanaUttcax Pennant, 1769, Ind. ZooL: 12, pL 2 (Ceylon) 

Baicr, FBI No. 1793. Vol. 5: 132 
Plate 14, fag. 12 and Plate 19, fig. 4 
toui. MAlos. Peha^m (Hindi); Allak peicha (Nepal). 

•IZE. Kite — ; slimmer; length c. 46-49 cm. (18-19 in.). , 

TttU) CHARACTERS. Male (adult). A slim, handsome, black-and-white 
^wk. Head, mantle, throat, and breast black. Rest of uiricrparts an 
ramp white. Tail grey. VVings silvery grey broadly tipped wth black 
^ (primaries) and with a black band across them above (median svmg- 
' coverts). , . u- • w 

Female. Dark brown above, pale fulvous-rufous below, with whiCT" 
and some white on the nape. Doubtfully distinguishable m the hi^o 
Irom females of Pale and Montagu’s harriers except with much prachce, Dy 
its blunter, less pointed wings (as in Hen Harrier), and somewhat heavier 
flight when flapping. ' . , r 

. Young (immature). Above, darker than female with rufous ^8“ 
head and neck feathers. Whitish nuchal patch and ruff promment. but 
field identification with certainty impossible. _ 

siATCs, DisTRiBtmos and habitat. Chiefly winter viator to the ^ 

. pans of the subcontinent. Quite common in Manipur, Assam (w-hcre i 
ooasionhUy breeds), East Pakistan, W. Bengal, Bihar, Onssa and “ccr^ 
“Ely so down the eastern side of tlic Peninsula; in small numl^ to 
Sparingly in Kerala, W. Madras (Nilgiri and Palni hiUs), M)-sore (kon 
riist), Madhya Pradesh (esp. eastern districts, e-g. Balaghat, BhMd , 
Bastar). Rare Straggler or vagrant in Andhra Pradesh • 

Maharashtra (Bombay emirons). Not recorded north o 
India, nor w'est of Nepal terai and Gorakhpur t. m 
Pradesh, though putatively seen at Lahore (Currie). Affects opm 
or grassland, plain and hiU (to c. 2100 me^ — Kodaikanal). Also pa >* 

firids and stubbles, and grassy margins of jhecis. , , 

Extralimital. ‘Breeds from Lake Baikal cast to Ussunland and soum^ 
Mongolia, N. China and the Amur region. Winters in E. India, 

Rnd S. China; Indochinese countries, Borneo and the Phihppmcs 
Breeds sparingly also in Assam and Burma. 

general habits. Vcr>' similar to the Pale Hamer, q.v. 
quarters the ground for food in lo\v sailing flight. So'mctimtfhos'crs sQ ^ - ^ 
for a few moments a metre or so above standing crops or reeds to in\ . 

cither pouncing on a quarry' or resuming the beat. ‘ WTien not imtmg. 
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always soared with tail tightly dosed; female with tail spread out * (Stan- 
ford). 

FOOD. As of the other harriers — frogs, lizards, mice, grasshoppers, etc. 
Occasionally takes sickly birds or nestlings from ground nests, but normally 
small birds do not regard it as a potential danger. Recorded eating a small 
snake, and robbing young from nest of Pied hlyna {Sfumus contra). 

VOICE and calls. Normally silent. Unrecorded except for a loud six- 
fold * chacking as of a magpie, uttered by female when nest containing 
young approached (Stanford). 

BREEDING. Mainly extralimital, but a few birds breed in the uplands of 
Assam, e,g. in Dibrugarh dist. (Cripps), and evidently also in (jachar at 
c. 600-900 metres (Baker), as recently found to do in Burma (Stanford). 
Season, c. April to July (?). Aext, a rough pad of grasses placed a few centi- 
metres above ground amongst prcsscd-do\%-n growing stems, in an open 
expanse of grassland. Eggs, 4 to 6 (in Siberia), white, sometimes faintly 
flecked with reddish. Average size of 28 Siberian eggs 43-6 X 34-5 mm. 
(Baker). 

Museum Diacnoot. Sec Uey to the species. Outer webs of 2nd to 5ih primaries 


(as.) notched. For details of plumage Baker, loc. 
measurements ^Ving Bill 

dL 

Tanus 

Tan 

344-367 

22-24 

76-80 

I97-2I7 mm. 

9 9 366-387 

25-27 

81-88 

211-240 mm. 

Wciahl 1 o' 2M cm. (SA) 

(from featben) 


(Baker) 


COLOU-RS OF BARE PARTS, Iris, cf ad. bright lemon-yellow. Bill, upper mandible 
a T>H terminal half of lower blackish brown; rest of los^'er mandible plumbeous 
tinged with greenish >*cllosv at base; cere greenish yellow. Legs and feet orange- 
ydlow (in 9 somewhat duller and paler); claws black. 

Circus aerucinosl*s (linnaeus) 


Key to tbe Subspecies 

Abdomen dark or ruTous-brown or rufous with dark stripes C «. eengiKosus 

Abdomen plain white, or buff with dark shafi-slripcs C. a. spilcncbu 


193, Marsh Harrier. Circus aeruginosus ccniginasus (Linnaeus) 

Feleo emginosta Linnaeus, 1758, Syat. NaL, ed. 10, 1:91 
(Europe, ratricicd type locality, Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 1794. VoL 5; 134 
Plate 14, fig. 14 and Plate 19, fig. 5 

IXHZAL NAMES. Kutor, KvltsxT, Scfti Sira (Hindi) chetl. Tike leuri (Bengal); 
Ukassc, Ktnllc goya (Sinhala); Peemi perindii (Tamil); Keritepfi (Malayalam). 
SIZE. Kite — ; length c. 54-59 cm. (21-23 m.). 

field characters. A prodominanily marsh-frequenting harrier, more 
heasily built than others of the genus, with broader and less pointed wings. 

Male (adult). Dark bnrwn with pale rufous head, neck and breast; 
dark nffous below. \Mth silvery* gro' taB and black-tipped silskry grey 
wings. 
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Female (adult) and Vou ng (immamre). Rather Kke a dark chocolate- 
brown Pariah Kite but slimmer, a round (not forked) tail, and usually 
a creamy buff cap on head and buff leading edge to wing at shoulders. 

The majority of birds seen in India are in this plumage. 

STATUS, DSTTUBUnoN and HABITAT. Winter visitor, September to April, 
practically throughout the Indian Union, Andaman, Nicobar (?) and 
I-accadive islands. Both Pakistans; Nepal. Chiefly low country' and to c. 
2000 metres elevation. Ceylon (all zones); Maldivc Islands. In Ceylon some 
non-breeding birds loiter throughout the summer (Phillips). This is doubtless 
also the explanation for the young birds occasionally seen in Kashmir and 
elsewhere in northern India as late (or as early ?) as July. Affects jhecis and 
marshes, flooded paddi-flclds, etc, 

ExtralimitcJ. ‘ Breeds from S. Sweden and Denmark cast to the Ycncsei, 
south to the Mediterranean, Turkestan, and Mongolia. In winter south to 
Africa, India, Malay Peninsula, S. China, Japan, and Philippines * (Peters). 

HicRATiON. No ringing data. 

• GENERAL HABITS. As of thc Other harriers, c.g. Pale Harrier (q.v.) but more 
addicted to marshland and jhecis. Sails leisurely a few metres above thc 
reed-beds on motionless wings, occasionally boosted by a few heavy flaps, 
jinking suddenly in its flight from time to time and dropping into the reeds 
to seize some prc>'. Unlike the other harriers spends a considerable part of 
its time sitting about on the ground, on. a canal bank, mound, or snag, 
and is also more ^ven to soaring aloft in the sky. In this the >vings are held 
in a >vidc V above thc plane of thc body. It is notorious for its habit of 
making off with wildfowl — sometimes as large and heavy as itself — falling 
to a sportsman’s gun ^vith the utmost audacit)’, regardless of his shouts and 
gesticulations. 

FOOD. Frogs, fish, field mice and voles, weakling or wounded birds, 
lai^ insects. Among stomach contents remains of lark {CaUndrtUa) and 
redstart {Phoenicurus) have been specifically identified. Observ'ed to take an 
apparently unwounded moorhen {Gallinulachloropus) among reeds by pounc- 
ing on it repeatedly from the air (SA); also feeding on carrion (D’Abrcu). 

VOICE and calls. Very silent. Unrecorded in w'intcr. 

BREEDING. Extrallnutal. SeasoTii April to June. J/esty a mass of leeds and 
rushes lined with grass; placed on the ground near a marsh. Eggs^ 4-6, 
unmarked white. A pair recorded to have bred successfully at Maiczai, N. 
Baluchistan, in 1940 (A. F. P. Christison). Presumptive or reported oc- 
casional breeding in Kashmir and elsewhere in N. India not yet proven. 

iliHEUM Diagnosis. Outer wxbs of 2nd to 5th quills (inclusive) notched. Bill from 
cere to tip usually erfr 29 mm. Abdomen dark or rufous-brown, or rufous with dark 
stripes. For details of plumage etc. see Baker, loc. ciL; Witherby 1939, 3:59-61. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

cm 

(from ccre(?)) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’e? 

385^5 

28-30 

80415 

234-245 inm. 

99 

390-430 

28-31 

85-90 

238-258 mm. 
(Baker) 


In 2 9 9 measured by SA and H. Whhilcr bill (from skull) 36, 43 mm. ; tarsus 91, 
96 mm. 
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cou^URS or BARS PAjtTS, Iris ad. hazel brmvn to dull golden; imm. brtjwa. 
BflJ homy black, plumbeous or greenish >*cllow at base and chin; cere ><110^, Lcgi 
and feel yellow to orange-ydlow; daws horay black. 

194. Eastern Marsh Harrier or Striped Harrier. Cirm errvginsnu 
spUoTictus Kaup 

' Citais spilcr^tus Kaup, 1847, Isis von Oken, col. 953 (Asia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1795, Vol. 5; 135 
Plate 19, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrccoxded. 

SIZE. Kite — ; about same as 193. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Head black, mantle black with tome 
white mottling. Nape and throat white, hea\ily streaked tvith black; breast 
and abdomen all white; rump white, lightly barred with black. Tail and 
wings light grey; flight feathers blackish; underwing white. 

Female. Dark bro^vn, buffy white on head, throat, and nape, streaked 
with dark brmvn on nape and Io^ve^ throat, Undenving dark; rump not 
noticeably lighter than back. 

Both sexes readily distinguished from 193 by conspicuously striped nape 
and tiiroat, and white or* whitish abdomen." . 

Young (immature). ‘Bro^vn above, pale rufous bclotv, streaked with 
rufous browTi; rump whitish’ (Dclacour & Ma)T), 
ffTATUs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. An castcm winter visitor, recorded 
only from Assam (Cachar) and Manipur. Affects marshland. 

GENERAL HABITS. As Ul 193. 

. POOD. Presumably as in the Marsh Harrier; not spcdfically recorded. 
VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDiNO. Kxtrallmital. Airs/ and rggj similar to those of 193. 

Museuu Djacnosh. Outer webs of 2nd to 5lh primaries (indmhx) notched. 
Bill from cere to tip over 29 mm. Abdomen plain white or buff ivilh dark ihaft- 


stripes. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 



UEASUStaSrEKTS 

Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(? 

384 

(from ccrc(?)) 

29 

91 

224 mm. 

99 

406-420 

31-32 

91-95 

244-256 mm. 




(Baka) 


Wing epe? 385-425; 9 9 400443 mm. (Kirke-Swann). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Ifis goldeo >xllow. Bill deep slaty, bbek at Up yellowish 
at base and gape; cere dull yellow. Legs and fret pale yellow. 

(3cnus Circa ET us Vicillot 

Ciucila Vieillol, 1816, Analyse : 23. Type, by monoljpy, ‘Jcan-le-Blane BufTon 
« faUo ^atlinu Gmclin 

Bill moderate, greatly hooked and with the culmcn much rounded. Nwlril m'al 
and slightly oblique, the loral bristles growing ovc^* it in an upwards direction. 
Wing long: 4th primary (ascendant) longest; 3rd and 5lh only slightly »ho rter. 
Primaries exceed secondaries by more than length of lanus, Tani long, unfeatb 
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except for e. 25 men. next the tibia; covered all round with small ill-defined 
hexagonal imbricate scales. Toes short; the inner and outer toes about equal in 
length. Claws short and not much curved. 

No crest, hut feathers of nape lengthened and lanceolate. 

Genus chiefly Alncan; onespedes extending to Europe and Asia as far east and 
south as IndU. 

195. Short-toed Ecgle. Circaeius galliais gdlicus (Gmclin) 

Aecipitn ferox, S. G, Gmclin, 1771, Novi Comm, Acad. Petrop., 15 : 422, pi. 10 
(Astrakan, S. Russia). (Unidentifiable vid^ Mayr. £., 1944, Emu, 43:303). 

Falco gaUiaa Gmclin, 1788, S>-3t, Nat., 1(1): 259 (France) 

Baker, FBI No. 1764, Vol. 5: 93 
Plate 20, fig. 7 and Plate 21, fig. 3 

LOCAL NA&fCS. SoampmaBT (Hindi); Sapmeril (Bengal); Maipatcr (Kannada); 
P&nSld gaddi (Tdugu) ; OnSn kethihi, Pambu pdfondu (Tamil) ; Rawal (AVagri) ; JTcnda- 
fefr (Ycnikali). 

SEE. Kite -h: length c. 63-68 cm. (25-27 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A thick-sct brotvn and wWte eagle svith large greyish 
owI-Iike head. Above^ earthy brown. Below chin, throat, and upper breast 
paler earthy brown; rest of underparts 
white, barred with pale brown. Tail with 
3 (or 4) dark bands, the terminal one 
broadest. Sexes alike; female larger. 

At close range and through glasses unfea- 
tiicrcd legs, thick fro^vzy head with up- 
wardly directed bristly feathers on face, and 
svings reaching to end of tail, arc diagnostic 
pointers when bird at rest. 

In overhead aspect thick-set outline, 
silvery body and underwing contrasting with 
darker head and throat, blackish primaries, 
and dark crossbands in tail arc suggestive. 
\Vings held in thc same plane as body. 

Young (immature). Confusingly variable 
in coloration: from head and neck almost 
white to browm, and from underparts W'httish 
buff with browner chin, throat, and breast, 
to white spotted or striped with brown, and 
other intermediate phases. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsi- 

X c. 4 > dent W. Pakistan, Nepal and practically 

, throughout the Indian Union (except 

Assam), from e. 1000 metres elevation in thc Himalajas south. Has been 
observed as high as t, 2300 metres (Dharamsala — Donald). Not in Ccydon, 
orE. Pakistan (?). Affects open cultivated plains, stony deciduous scrub and 
footliills country, and semi-desert Observed at Kodaikanal, c. 2100 m. 

ExtrdimUal, Also breeds from C. Europe cast to Turkestan and Mongolia 
south to N. Africa, Persia and N. China. Migratory in northern parts of its 
range. kVinters chiefly in NE. Africa (Peters). 
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OENEEAI. KAEm. UsuaUy seen singly soaring and cirding Wg|> “P 
Jie blue, or quartering the ground on outstretched mot.onl® 
s harrie;, 15 to 20 metres above scrub jungle and 
ailing flight is frequently interrupted by bouts of cumbrotu '’" " "i n 
nvesrigatl prospecu belov more closely. Against strong svmd 
Sar for mbutes merely ulth slight -f f 

md tail. This often followed by a closmg of tl.e ‘’"d s^etacvflar 

"T' i"™ - ~ 

:uted^^fe“one case well over 400 metres -bespeais a 

teen eyesight for thc bird. Sometimes 5un-e>-5 its surrounding ^ 

:“u^’:rop or stake, swooping on any prey that 

.bout on the ground Uke a buai^rd p.^g up Xritb 

ermites etc One individual overhead svhen Sred at and pep^rra wu 

mall shot suddenly jinked and disgorged a 30 '“If P ^ 

etrieved it in its talons in mid-air and complacently flew on despite 

Xl"g breeding season much given to circUng and noisiiy 

laliing; and to remarkable tumbling and dartmg 
FOOD. Largely snakes including poisonous on«. 
me (a P0as 15(^180 cm long Ji:.mdi4 

rilled bv scizincr at the head and neck, tne wnggunb ^ 
tself round parLfthe bird during 

n crops is Psammopkis tondanarvs, a snake of which the first /;-pi„dinr 
Mysore was obtained ria a Short-toed Eagle! Also tak« lizards (including 
f^ermus), frogs, field rats, disabled birds and large ' lite-like cry 

votcE and cAEia. A loud, screaromg, ptotive. 

„Vrau. pi» 0 U uttered chiefly on the wing, and commonly m the breeding 

TR^nmo. Srason, December to March. AW/, comparatively 

uch a large eagle, ofstlcks and tings with a deepish 

tales lined with a little grass. Built in or at tiie fn' 

-neem (AWia). balrool (Araria), kandi ji^o„feep 

ir other — standing in open country. Rarely on the let^SZ fr-ouentW 

ta«-bank. £gg. invariaWy a singleton in India -m 

! — pure white. Average sire of 38 Indian-taken 73 . . 

Baker). Sharcofthcsczcs in ncst-buildingunrccorfcd in voum:. 

ihiefly by female who is a very dose sitter. Both inNo-TS 

Incubation period in Europe c. 47 da>s; young flies from 

l:iY5 (Alcttda, 21 : B6--\27). , or«Mr- 

SrusEUU Diackosu. See under Genus. Toes and elaus markedl,- short in proper 
bn to the bird. For details of plumages see Baker, loc. cit. 
uzxsvrtsaNTS 

Winir Bill Ttr*m 

(from fesihen) 

dij 520-536 40-43 — 

o p 530-571 40-43 92-97 --- - — 

unions skull eJ-i? 45-46, p P 47-53 mm,; Ursus d’e? SJ-Sf. 9 9 
;un, (SA). 


Tail 

252-286 rora. 
387-330 mra. 
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coiXTtJSS or BAS£ PASCTT. Im ydQow or bright oracfc-ydlow. Bill pale greyisb 
MiWyriarbgt at tip; cere whitab or pale plcrabeous grey. Legs and feet dirty ytrilox 
isb vrhite to gre^isb brown; da^^i black. 

Genus Spilornis G. R. Gray 

SpHorris G. R, Gray, 1840, list Gca. Birds: 3. Tj'pe, by original designaiion, 
Felco Hio HorsSdd {die Strcscniann, E-, 1959, Jour. f. Om., 100: 35) 

Hatmehrms Vigors, March 1832 (1831), Proc- zooL Soc. London, pt. 1: 170. 
Not H£ftr.slsnds Swainsoa, Feb. 1832 (Turdidae). 

CC Mcise, "W., 1939, J. 1 O., 87: 65-74. 

Amadon. D. 1974, BuIL Bril. Om. Q. 94; 139-63 

Distingimhed from other Indian acctpitzine genera by having a broad nuchal 
crest cover in g the whole nape. Coloratioa abo pecuHar, brown both abo%-e and bdow 
in adults, lower plumage ocellated with round wHtc spots. Bin rather long, wdl 
hook e d; festoon on upper maz>dible obsolete or wanting. Nostrils oval, oblique; 
lores nearly naked. ^STngs short and rounded; 4th or 5th primary (as.) longest. 
Tarsus (naked, covored with hexagonal scales), toes, and daws as m CtTCCg t a . 

Genus conSned to Oriental Region. One spec i es occurs within otir limits. 


Key to the Species 

Page 

A Underpara buffy brmm, unmarked klam 335 

B Underpans dark amber bro-A-n spotted with white 

o^*e^ entire suilacc S. efgvd 335 

C Underparts various shades orbro%\*n, white spotting 

or barring confined mainly to Imvcr breast and abdomen .... 5. obris 329 

SpiLOiLsrs CHEEiA (Latham) 

Key to die Sobspecies 

A Smal]er;wtngbdow305mm ♦. S.c.eddrsa 334 

B Larger: wing above 305 mm I 

1 One white crossbar in tail a 

Two white crossbars in tail . . b 

a \Mng 468-532 mm S.c. cheda 329 

\Mng 408-463 mm S.c. tsrmsrJns 333 

Wing 374-407 mm S.c. dsruent 333 

b ^Nlng 405-474 mm .5. r. ndexstix 331 

Wing 355-402 mm S.c. spilsgasia 332 ’ 


196. Crerted Serpent Eagle. SpUerras eheela ckfda (Latham) 

Felco Oicda I,atbwm, 1790, Index Orm, 1 : 14 (India « Lodmow) 

Baker FBI No. 1765, VoL 5: 96 
Plate 20, fig. 8, Plate 21, fig. 4 and Plate 28, fig. 4 

LOCAL HASCES. Ftoj 4^, Dcgm dxd (Hindi, Saharanpur); Tllej 4^", Sahdair 
(Bengal); Six (Assam). 
nzE. Kite -J-; length c, 74 cm. (29 in.). 

ratD CHARACTERS, A Urge dark brown ea^e wth a full, round bUck* 
and»wdiite nuchal crest (very prominent when erected) , a conspicuous ycUow 
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FOOD. Prindpally snakes, fiDgs, lizards, field rats and mice, manned 
or siddy birds. Crabs, and * an cel about a foot long * ha^t been recorded. 
In spite of alleged destruction to game birds, it seldom if ever takes a healthy 
partridge or pheasant; occasion^y domestic diickcns. 

VOICE and calls. Xxiud, high-pitched, prolonged whistling screams 
kec’ket^ku or kek-kek4:ek’-kue while soaring — sometimes also from perch. 
Usually prefaced by a short double irAf-irAi, or three short notes like pa- 
pu-pu, quickly repeated in imdcrtone and auchble only at close range. 

BREEDiNC. Seasen^ in the plains chiefly Fcbruary-Mardi; in the hills 
March-May. Xesi, a Urge structure of sticks and twigs, sometimes lined with 
green leaves. Built high up in a tree in or near a forest cl e a ring , preferably 
dose to a stream, invariably a singleton, handsome, and w4th a wide 
range of colour and marUngs, mostly creamy or yellowish W'hite boldly 
blotdied with reddish brown. Average size of 16 eggs 71 *8 X 56*2 mm. 
(Baker). Both birds share in ncst-bmlding, but apparently the female alone 
incubates. Period unrecorded. 

Mcsruif DiACKOsn. The nominate race eheda (oordiernmast) n larger and 
darker the other races. fTBTn and throat blackhh; b reas t som ewhat barred; 
white on lower pltimage with co n sp oMus blad: spots on either ride. Ta3 in 
adults with one broad almost pure white band. For details of i^umage see B a k e r , 
loc. dt. _ ^ 

\Vmg Bm Tarsus Tail 

(fretn feathers) 

468-507 41-45 I0O-I02 295-315 mm. 

(Baker) 

For Himala^’an birds Kirke-S\%'ann giva Wing <? cJ* 500-510; 9 9 495-532 mm. 
For Urds firota the Punjab foothills: 

(from skull) 

Sod. 472-479 42-50 — 296-305 ram. 

2 ad, 9 9 482-484 c. 48 — 299-304 mm. 

(ASTiisUcr) 

coLocu or SASZ PA3CTS. Xfis golden yellow. BUI slaty Uue, bl aek h h on culmen 
tip; cere lores ydlow, Uighter in breedin g season. Legs and feet dull 
yellow; claws black. 


197. Lester or Pezdnsniar Crested S er pe n t Eagle. Spihnds ehula 
mdcrjlis (jerdon) 

Bsia edexstis Jerdoa. 1844, Madras Jour. liL So., 13: 166 
(At the foot of the NBgiris) 

Felco elHdss Tcmminck, 1820, Planch. Color. d’Ots., 4: pi. 19 (Pcndjdicrry)* Not 
Felco eliidss Gmdm, I78S: 267 
SfUffTTos edxcT Hume, 1673, Nests tc Fggs of Indian Birds: 42 
Baker, FBI No. 1766. VoL 5: 93 

LOCAL KAsezx. Msre^cla (hlarathi); scpsssr (Gujarati}; ASZs P&xile 

fidii (TeUgu) ; Betta grade (Gondl) ; Geea (Kannada) ; C ks t Sp erada (hlaliyalam). 
SZ 2 Z, Kite-h» length c. 74 cm. (29 in.). 
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patch at base of bill (cere and lores), and unfeathered yellow legs. Under- 
parts paler brown, oedUted and fcdy barred with white and bUcldsh. 
Sexes but considerable individual colour variation consequent on age. 

In overhead aspect brown coloration, very broad rounded wings with the 
ch a racteri stic markings, held far back and on same plane as body in gaT lmg 
fii^t, together with the distiacth’c 3- or 4-iioted screaming gal! assst identi- 
fication. Underwing pattern as follow's : a narrow black border with a broad 
W'hite band behind it. running across the primaries and along the entire 
trailing edge, with narrower concentric parallel bUck-and-whitc bands 
before it, Fli^t very Uke a haw'k-ca^e’s [Spizedcs). A broad whitish band 
across dark tail (not expanded in flight) and another ill-defined one near 
its base are further pointers. 



Young (immature). Above, head, nape, and crest bufiy or fulrous W’hite 
■with bUcUsh tips to the feathers. Upperparts paler brown than in adult, 
scalloped with buSy white. Tail multi-banded dark and W’hity brown- 
Belew, buffy whitish, with sparse, irregular brown drops and streaks on breast 
and flanks, Creneral colour pattern reminiscent of Greenland Falcon {Feleo 
naticolus), 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTio?? and HABITAT. Resident, possibly subject to some 
local migration or w’andcring, as su g gested by reports of seasonal com- 
monness and rarity and the finding of occasional specimens of cxtralimital 
races in dlHerent parts of the country’. ^V. Pakistan and N. India fix>m Sind, 
NWFP, and Kashmir, through Nepal (where observed up to 3050 m. alt. 
in Gandak-Kosi watcished) to Assam north of Brahmaputra river. Gangetic 
Plain, foothills and normally up to c. 2(XX) m. in the Himalayas. Afiects 
wdl-'wooded wdU-watcred coimtry. 

CEKEiLAL HABITS. In cficct the ccoIogical counterpart in wdl-woodcd 
biotope of the closely related Short-toed Eagle {Cireaebis galliots) of semi- 
desert areas. Keeps singly, or more usually in pairs, to funj^e-clad ravines, 
w’ooded streams, and the edge of forest clearings and cultivation, perched 
bolt upright in the top of a lofty tree, partly concealed by the foliage, whence 
it can command a dear view of the surroundings for movements of prey. 
Wlto alarmed the nudial crest is erected ‘ so as to frame the face with a 
beautiful black and white nifiT ’ (Defynan). Also commonly seen soaring and 
drding abo%T! the forest canopy, often at immense hdghts, uttering its 
characteristic screaming whistles whidi dearly prodaim its identity even 
when the bird itsdf is a mere speck in the heavens. In the breeding season 
pairs become particularly noisy and arc much given to darting and tumbling 
aerobatic display's; sometimes three birds thus engaged in some form of 
* triangular ’ cour^p. 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Same as for 196; somewbat smaller. Tail in adults 
with two broad pale bands instead of one, but the second not always very 
tfistinct. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, msTRiBUTTON and HABITAT. Reridcttt. Peninsular* India south 
of tile Gangetic Plain, arbitrarily south of lat, 25®N., firjm Gujarat eastward 
to BengaL Affects ^vcll-watercd wooded plains and foothills country. 

GZ^•ERAL HABITS, As in the northern race (196). 

FOOD, VOICE and calls. Ditto. 

BREEDING. Scoson, DcccmbcT to March. A'crf, rite and e^ as in 196. 
Average rizc of 36 eggs 65 *7 X 50*9 mm. (Baker). 

MesruH Dlacnoss. Chin and throat uraaHy not blacHsh; breast ge n er a lly 
umform unbarred; tail bands (2) grey, not white. Peninsular and Ceylonese birds 
limilar in coloration except for mdivtdaal variation. Steady diminution in rise fr om 
north to soutii, some Kerala tnrds approariung the smallest race spilegzster cd Ceylon. 

SCLASUaXlIENTS 



Wing 

Bm 

(&nm fcathen) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

o'? 

«I-t61 

A2-A6 

94-101 

27S-3I0 mm. 
(BaVrr) 


Recently collected random specimens of ndexads show the sire trend N. to S. as 


follows: 

- 


(from skull) 



Gujarat • 

Icf 

4404- 

— 

— 

— 

ALP. and 

39 V 

469-481 

43-48 

99-109 

290-315 mm. 

Orissa 

Ic? 

432 

44 

102 

263 mm. 


3.9 9 

440-467 

40-46 

100-110 

273-310 mm. 

Mysore 

29 9 

424-497* 

43-46 

— 

260-294 mm. 

Kerala 357-440 

Weight I o' 1300 gm. (SA) 

43-46 

91-107 

211-279 mm. 

OOLOCSS 

or a AStz PARTS. As in the nominate race. 



198. Ceylon Crested Serpent Eagle* SpilerTds cheda spdogesUr (Blyth) 

HuresSsTtas spHogertcr Blvlh, 1853, Joarn- AsiaL Soc. Bengal, 21 : 351 (Ccj'lon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1769, VoL 5: 100 

LOCAL KASZS. Rsjcli^ (Sinhab) ; Kiidersjdx (Tamil). 

SIZE. Kitci; length r. 59-63 cm. (23-25 in.). 

ITEU) CHARACTERS. Somc as for 196; smaller than 197 otherwise similar. 
Also with indiridual colour N’ariations, See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, D isiRiBi moN and habitat. Race peculiar to Ceylon. Common 
residenC throughout the island. In wooded country all zones, to <n*cr r. 
2100 metres in the hills. 

GENERAL HASiTt, FOOD, CALLS, etc. Same as in the Indian races. ‘ In the 
courting season it indulga in curious aerobatics, stooping and rolling on 
the wing, with tail raised and -wings half closed and “shivering** (G. M. 
Henry). 

* Tha xaav be a vagrael (?) of tbe serthem race. 
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BREEDING. Season, February* to May; chiefly March and April. AVr/, site, 
and egg as in the Indian races. A\*cragc size of 22 eggs 68-2 x 49*4 mm. 
(Baker), 

Ml'ssl'U Diagnosis. Uppcrpsrts ofien with a distinct purple-grey gloss; throat 
\-CTy grey; breast browner, unbarred. Bat no consistent diflercncc in coloration 
apart from individual variation; thus best distinguished from mlcnotis of peninsular 
India (197) only by smaller size. 


MZASUREMENTS 



'Ving 

355.402 

Bill 

(from feathers) 
38-45 

Tarsus 

Tail 

4 ad. eft? 

370-389 

(from skull) 
41-44 


(Baker) 

222-240 mm. 

4 ad. 9 9 

384-398 

41-44 

83(1) 

240-254 mm. 

COl-OURS or BARE PARTS, As 

in Indian birds. 


(Whistler) 


199. Burmese Crested Serpent Eagle. Spilomis ckeela humanicus Swann 
Spxlomls eheelc humameus Swann, 1920, Syn. List Accipitr.: 81 
(Jobin, Thayctniyo, Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. 1767, Vol. 5: 99 

LOCAi. NJMTS. Sin (Assam). 

SIZE. Kite-f*; length c. 68 cm- (27 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Same as for the nominate race (196). Rather smaller 
and paler but doubtfully separable In the fleld. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATVs, DiSTRteuTroN and HABITAT. Resident, possiblj' with some local 
movement, in Assam south of the Brahmaputra river; Manipur (?}, £. 
Pakistan (?). Andaman Islands. 

Extraltmiial. Burma, Shan States, Thailand and Tonkin, south to 
Tenasserim. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, ctc. Same as in 196 and the other races. 

BREEDING. Not recorded tvithin Indian limits. 

Museum Diagnosis. Smaller and paler than nominate cheela (196). White spots 
on lower plumage larger and more conspicuous; the black adjoining spots paler 
and less conspicuous. Terminal black band on primaries narrower. 

MEASUREMENTS. Wing 408-463 mm. (Baker). Baker points out that very few 
have a ^ving of over 450 mm., and those from the svestem area only. He pertinently 
suggests that the bigger birds may be w'andering specimens oCS. e. cheela. 

cotouRS OP BARE PARTS. As.in 196. 


200. Andaman Pale Serpent Eagle. SpUornh cheela davisom Hume 

Spihrnis Davisoni Hume, 1873, Stray Feathen, 1: 307 
(Neighbourhood of Port Blair, South Andamans) 

Baker. FBI No. 1770 & 1773. Vol. 5; 101, 103 
Plate 20, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. 
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GOtnuM OP BARE PARTS. Iris ycllow. Bill light blue, dtuk horny at tip; 
gape, and orbital tldn bright >*clIow. Legs and feet yellow (Baker). 

202. Great Nicobar Grafted Serpent Eagle. Spilomis klosii Richmond 
Spilatnis klosst Richmond, 1902, Proc. U.S, NaL Mus., 25:^04 
(Pulo Kunyi, Great Nicobar Island) 

Baker, FBI No- 1772, Vol. 5: 102 
Plate 20; fig. 11 and Plate 21, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. Kite “ ; length c. 46 cm. (18 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Thc most duxunudve race of cheela, but close rclation- 
ihip with it superficially unmistakable. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT, Apparently endemic on Great Nicobar 
Island or Sambelong, thc largest and southernmost of thc Nicobar group. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, ctc. Unrecorded, except that among the stomach 
contents of a specimen were found remains of lizards, rats, a small bird 
and an Emerald Dove {Chalcophaps). 

BREEDiNC. Unknown. 

Museum DiACNOsn. * General colour above . , . drab %vith light coppery shten 
and some of the feathen with narrow white tips; nape and sides of the neck Isabella 
in colour; top of bead black, the longer feathen with narrow tips of Isabella colour; 
car co\'crts, cheeks, and malar region clear smoke grey; breast buffy wood brown, 
paler on abdomen, sides, thighs, and under tail-cm'crts; lesser and middle wiQg- 
coverts dark drab, prominently edged with white; primaries black with two dusky 
ban, one only on the outer primary; tail with two pale bars. 

‘ Immature birds ha%‘c buffy tips to the feathen of head, back and wing-covcrti; 
the tail has three bars instead of two.* (Richmond) 

MEASURZME.NTS. * Wng 257; tail 165; tanus 75; culmcn 33 mm.’ (Richmond). 

or SAo: ^AKTT. *IHsYeliaw. Bdi, base yeffow, mufeffc 6fuisfi, tip, black' 
cere and naked skin on lido of head yellow * (Richmond, 1 903). 


202a. AncUmaiithirkSerpentEagle,5/iYomrir/gmr Blyih, Sec Appendix. 
Genus Pandion Savigny 

Pension Sa^-rgny, 1809, Descr. Egypte, Ois-, 1: 69, 96. T)'pe, by monotypy, PaoJiaa 
JLstelu Savigny PcUa haliaetu Unnaeus 
Bai moderate; tip long and greatly booked; festoon variable. Nostrils snull, 
narrow, oblique. Tarsus short, stout, rcflculated throughout except on thc exlretniry 
of the toes. Toes \Try powerful with prickly scala on the soles; outer toes re\’cnib!e. 
QaHT rounded beneath, long, subcqual, strongly curved. Wings very long and 
pointed: 3td primar>* (as.) longest; 1st ben^xen 4th and 5th or equal to latter. 
Tail almost square. 
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nzE. Kite length c. 56 crn. (22 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A Smaller version of S. c. chela (196). Below, pale 
broNvn; throat and breast finely barred Miih darker zigzag lines. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Andaman and 
Nicobar Is. Affects tidal creeks and mangrove swamps. 

GENERAL HABITS. Presumably similar to those of the better known races. 
FOOD. Crabs (Butler, Abdulali), eel (Osmaston). 

BREEDING. Uxiknow'n. A female collected on 22 February had enlarged 
gonads (Abdulali, JBNHS 61: 510). 

stusEUU DIAGNOSIS. Palc wing-bar next to lips of primaries much narrower than 
dark bands on cither side of it {contra in nominate chela). I-egs and feet largcrand 
coarser than in S. eight (with wliich it was s>'non\'mi 2 ed in the earlier edition of thu 
volume) and with shorter claws (Biswas). 


MEASUREMENTS 


<f9 

'Wing 

374-407 

Bill 

(from feathers) 
37-41 

Tail 

2 99 

393, 393 

. . 

(Baker) 
238, 250 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 

As in 1^. 


(.Abdulali) 


201. NIcob&r Crested Serpent Eagle. Spilomis chela minimus Hume 


Spilomis mimmus Hume, 1873, Stray Feathen, 1: 464 (Camorta, Nicobar Islandi' 
Baker, FBI No. 1771, VoL 5: 192 
Plate 20, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. UnrciTOrded. 

SIZE. Kite - ; length c. 48 cm. (19 in,). 

FXRLD CHARACTERS, Ukc 1 96 but voy Small, pale brotvn or greyish brown. 
See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Apparently endemic in the Caraorta- 
Nancowry-Tcrcssa-Katchall group of the Nicobar islands. 

GENERAL HABITS. Davison in e. 1873 recorded it as wild and shy and 
found only in forest near rivers, not frequenting the shores of clearings. 
No further information has been added since. 

FOOD. Stomachs of three specimens collected by Richmond (1903) 
contained remains of lizards, portions of a chicken, and a crab.^ 

CALLS, ctc. Unrecorded. 

BREEDINC. Unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis. Upperparts pale grey or pale brown. Breast greyish bitmn, 
unbarred in adults. Chin and throat same colour as breast Apical black band on 
primaries short; under 50 mm. in breadth. 

MEAiUREUENTt WiDg Bill Taisus Tail 

c3'9 286-290 35-37 r. 75-77 I91-I92 mm. 

(from feathers) (Baker) 

Wing 256'5-284*5 ; 9 9 288-292 mm. (Richmond). 
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On morphological characters retained by some authorities in a separate family 
Pandionidae. (Sec Witherby 1939, 3: 105-7.) 

203. Osprey. Pandion haliaetus hahaetus (Linnaeus) 

Felco Haliaetus Linnaeus, 1758, S)'st Nat, cd. 10, 1: 91 
(Europe, restricted type locality, Sweden ex Fn. Suec.) 

Baker, FBI No. 1704, Vol. 5: 3 
Plate 14,' fig. 6 and Plate 21, fig* 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Mochhlimar, MdcfJidnja, MdcHhmSnga (Hindi) ; Mdchh&tang (Nepal) ; 
Machhmarol, Kurari, Utkrosh (Bengal); Korair^ gth/l/tf (Tclugu); Htgguli (Yerukali), 
VrUdddipan (Tamil); TalippartBidu (Malayalam); Panttong (Lcpcha). 
siz£. Kite — : length c. 56 cm. (22 in.). 

field characters, a water-frequenting fish-eating hawk. Above, dark 
brown with some white streaking on the slightly tufted head. Below, pure 
white with a conspicuous broad brown-streaked band, or ‘ne^Iacc , across 
upper breast, A blackish band running backwards from behind tyc. Sexes 
alike; female larger. 

In overhead aspect glistening white throat and belly separated by the 
brownish breast-band, closely barred pointed svings with black patches on 
‘ svrist * region (near base of first 2 or 3 primaries), and barred squans 
tail, diagnostic. Wings held in line with body, often slightly bent back\*’ards 
and doivnwards from ‘wrist*. 

Young (immature). Feathers of upperparts and wing-coverts scalloped 
with whitish. Brown breast-band less defined; head, neck, and face more 
heavily marked with dark brown. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Bfccds in small numbers, provenly 
or circumstantially, along the Himalayas benveen e. 2000 and 3300 m. 
altitude (Ladakh, Kashmir, Garhwal, Kumaon) and in Assam (Cachar). 
Obscn’cd throughout thc year in Nepal Valley (Proud, JBNHS 48; 716). 
Mai'nfy wmlcr vuitor, Sepfemfrer through March, throughout the sub- 
continent — from Baluchistan cast to Assam and Manipur, south to Kanya- 
kumari. Andaman and Laccadive Is,, Nepal (lowlands); Ceylon (tor. 18(X)rn. 
— Nuwara Eliya lake); Maldivc Is. (vagrant ?). Not numerous but 
singly or pairs \sTdcIy scattered; at large bodies of water — coastal lagoon^ 
estuaries, broad ri\crs, jheels. and up to the highest multipurpose dammed 
reservoirs. i \ a 

Extralimital. Breeds in Europe and Asia from Scotland (formerly) 
Lapland cast to Kamchatka and Japan, south lo.Spain, N. Africa, Medi- 
terranean islands, Greece, Red Sea coasts, S. Arabia and S. China. In 
winter S. Africa, India, Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula, Philippines, 
Sunda Islands. 

general HABtTs. Single birds normally seen perched on fishing stakes, 
dead trees standing in or near water, islanded rocks, etc. Ft'om^ here it 
launches sorties to reconnoitre llic waterspread, flying in wide circles ^ 
back and forth c. 20 or 30 m. up with slow deliberate wing-beats punclu.ited 
%vith bouts of gliding. Now and again thc bird stops dead in mid-air ho^ ^mg 
like a kestrel, legs dangling and a little forward in readiness, to investigate 
suspected movement in thc svater below. At a favoumlilc opportunity 
itself headlong on a fish with closed wings, going completely under s%ith » 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 1 : 337-340 


HAWKS, VULTURES, ETC. 33?' 


X t.l 

5 or 6 metres at a stretch as if to wash off the slimy remains of a meal. Seldom, 
if ever, soars and circles aloft for fim as so many other raptors do. 

FOOD. Exclusively fish. Often strikes mahsecr {Barbus) and others heavier 
than itself. 

VOICE and calls. Seldom heard in its winter quarters. Described else- 
where as a clear kai, kait kai; also as a * a short cheeping whistle *r 

BREEDiNO. Reports of Indian breeding not completely satisfactory, though 
evidently a few pairs do so in the Himalayas, e.g. in l6ishmlr and I^dakh. 
Baker found a pair breeding in several successive years in Cachar in March 
and April. Here the nest was a huge structure of sticks and branches c, 138 
cm. across and nearly as deep. Built c. 12-14 m. up in a thinly foliaged tree 
standing on high ground in the middle of a bkeel or s>s'amp. According to 
Baker average size of 100 European ^gs 61 *6 X 46*3 mm. with which 
three taken by him in Cachar agree. Normal dutch, 2 or 3, rarely 4, eggs 
white or yellowish white,, spotted and blotched with dull red ; very handsome. 
(For an excellent breeding biology see Horst Siew'crt 1941, ‘ Zur Brutblo- 
logie dcs Fischadlcrs Pendwn A. (L.)*, f. Om. Erganzungsband 

3: 145-93.) 

Museum Diaohohs. As for the geniu. For details of plumage etc. see Witherby 


1939,3: 110-11. 

KEASURXUZNTI 

Wing 

.Bill 

- Tarsus 

Tail 

d’d’ 

452-495 

(from feathers) 
37-39 

c. 59-65 

I9I-223 mm. 

99 

468-508 

— 

— 

204-220 mni. 

Adults recently dsllected in India measure: 


(Baker) 

Zeft? 

481-481 

(from skull) 
41-41*5 

■ 

201-210 mm. 

399 

482-537 

41-43 

60-61 

200-251 mm. 


- 

(2 msd.j 

(2 msd.) 

(2 msd.) 




(SA, Whistler, Meinertzhagen) 



great splash. Presently it emerges with the 
slippery prey gripped firmly in its talons, the 
prickly soles assisting in the process. With a 
convulsive shrug to shake off the water from 
its plumage, the bird makes for a favourite 
perch where the prey is tom to pieces and 
devoured. Occasionally a very large fish 
is struck which the bird has considerable 
difficulty in overpowering, bobbing up and 
down tvith it in the water as the quarry 
struggles to dive and escape. If too heavy to lift 
clear, the victim is dragged along the surface 
and beached on a shelving bank. Instances are 
known where an osprey, unable to extricate 
its claws from a particularly large and lively 
fish, has been pulled under and dro^vned. In 
flight occasionally descends to the water, 
ploughing the surface wdth dropped talons for 
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COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris ycllow OT golden yellow; eyelids greenish blue. 
Bill black; cine and gape duU g re en ish blue. Legs and feet pale greenish or >’cIIowiBh; 
claws black. 


Family Falcokidae, Falcons 

For anatomical details sec Stresemann 1927-34, A\es:.8l6; Witherby 1939, 
3: 1-2 


All Falconidac moult the primaries starting with the fourth (descending) whether 
they have pointed or rounded wings. This distinguishes them from all Acclpxtridac 
(Stresemann). 

Key to the Genera 


Page 

Wing under 170 mm Microhurex 338 

Wing over 180 mm Faleo 341 


C^nus Micro HiERAx Sharpe 

Jifierohierax Shaipe, 1874, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus., I; 350 (in key), 366. Type, by 
original designation, FaUo fringillarius Draplez 
Bill large, slightly compressed, with a very large tooth on upper mandible, some- 
times with a second and smaller anterior tooth. ^Vlngs long in proportion to size 
of bird but rather roimded. 2nd and 3rd primaries (as.) longest; 1st and 4th subequal 
and nearly as long. Tail long and nearly square. Tarsi and toes powerful, with 
strong claws; lateral toes nearly equal in length and not much shorter than middle 
toe. Tanus feathered about half way down. 

Key to the Species 

White collar present Af. caemUscens 

White collar absent Af. meloMleueos 


204. H i mal aymn Retlbreasted Falconet. Microkierax caerulescens 
caervlescms (Linnaeus) 

Falco eaendesans Linnaeus, 1758, SysL Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 88 
(Asia = Bengal, ex Edwards, pi. 108) 

Baker. FBI No. 1734,, VoL 5: 52 
, Plate 29, fig. 2 and Plate 30, fig. S 
LOCAL HASiEs. Chut^ Jik nytl (Lepdia); Booling kashtba (Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul i; length c. 18 cm. (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dimmutivc black-and-white falcon, very shrike-like 
in silhouette %vhen perched. Pointed wings and flight — a scries of rapid 
flaps followed by a graceful guide — reminiscent 
of Ashy SwalIo%v-Shrike (Artamus fuscus). Tail, 
partly spread in flight, square-ended and rather 
triangular,* with apex at base — rather like a 
barbel’s but proportionately longer. 

Adult. Above, glossy black. Forehead, super- 
eiJium, and sides of face white. A prominent 
black band through the eye; a broad white 
collar on hindneck. Below, chin, throat, thighs 
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and under tail-coverts deep ferruginous. Rest of lower plumage rusty wWte. 
.Sexes alike; female larger. 

Young (immature). Forehead, supcrcilium, face, and collar more or 
less ferruginous or chestnut. Underparts generally whiter. In quite young 
birds upperparts and Tving-coverts scalloped with pale rufous, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident. The Himalayan foothills 
(normally to c. 650 m. elevation; recorded as high as c. 2000 m.) and tcrai 
from Kumaon in Uttar Pradesh east through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, and 
Assam south to Cachar. Westernmost record in U.P., Nairn Tal (c. 79® 
26'E.); southernmost Sultanpim (c. 26°15'N.). Affects outskirts of forest, 
deciduous and evergreen, and abandoned culth’ation clearings with tall 
dead trees to serve as foraging bases. The race bicrmaniais replaces it extra- 
limitally, in Burma, the Shan States, Thailand, etc. 

general HABITS. Mct with ringly, in pairs, or loose (family?) parties 
of four or five, perched individually on a derelict spar standing in the middle 
of a forest clearing, or huddled on a snag near the top of a tall tree whence 
a good lookout can be kept over the surroundings, launching out after prey 
one by one or several together and drcUng back to the same huddle. On the 
pole-top the bird slovdy rotates to face all directions in turn, its fierce eye 
alert and watchful, head bobbing ludicrously now and again like the 
spotted owlet (i4lAni«),andtaiIswingingslowlyand deliberately up and down 
as in the blackwinged kite {Elamts). From time totimeit dartsoutatUghtning 
speed on rapidly beating wings at some butterfly or dragonfly — sometimes 
swooping quite low down — snatching the insect in its talons in mid-air 
and circling back to the same perch with a steep upward glide at the end 
— very like a shrike {Lomus). Sometimes descends to the ground in search 
of grasshoppers, etc. as dror^os occasionally do.' The abruptness with which 
sudi a fest-moving bird vrill become completely immobile immediately 
upon regaining its perch is quite astonishing. Here the victim is held under 
foot, the >ving5 pulled off and floated to the ground, the body tom up with 
a dhtinct semblance of anger and ferodty — as if dcalii^ pumshment 
before being devoured. The groimd under favourite himting bases is littered 
around wnth butterfly and dragonfly ^vings, proriding a good index of the 
species taken. A butterfly chase by this pigmy falcon is strongly reminis- 
cent of the twirls and turns of a merlin when in pu^uit of a meadow pipit 
(Meinertzhagen). 

Rather sluggish during the middle of the day but intensely active tmvards 
evening, dashing about after prey * uttering all the while a shrill ^vhistlc *. 
To^vards April the birds congregate in small colonies among clusters of 
lofty simul trees {Salmalia) in open tracts in preference to forest, b ut 
disperse widely after breeding (H. Ste*’cns, 1923-5). 

FOOD. Large insects, chiefly butterflies, dragonflies, grasshoppers, beetles. 
Occasionally small birds, ■wren warbler (^rima), ruby throat {Erilhocus 
pectoTolis), and pipit {ArAhus rufulus) being recoidcd. * Tplktma butterflies are 
captured on the Tving, but lai^r species like PopUio and Danais avoided ’ 
(Meinertzhagen), though a Papilio memnon was taken while sipping nectar 
'from flower (G. E, Shaw). Butterflies form a regular and important item of 
its dietary. Observers have suggested lliat the birds can discriminate to 
some extent between unsavoury species and their palatable mimics, thus 
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e.g. bctw’ccn Danaine or Euploeme models, and their Papilio mimics, as’oid- 
ing the former and capturing the latter ! 

BREEDING. Guriously cnough for such a comparatively common bird, 
unrecorded. Apparently the Burmese race {M. e, burmanicus) has also been 
found nesting only once or ttricc. Kest, a disused barbet (?) hole in a dead 
branch. Eggs, 4, dirly while (once 14 April). Average size of 12 laid by 
mated female in captivity 26*8 X 20*8 mm. (R. Hoppe, Stuttgart, in epist.). 
Museum Diagnosis. As for the genus. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

(flom fcathers(?)) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d'd’ 

91-106 

11-12 

c. 20-22 

58-64 mm. 

9 9 

100-112 

12-13 

— 

64-67 mm. 
(Baker) 

Recent specimens 

from Nepal and Sikkim measure: 

(from cert) 


5& c? 

101-104 

10-11 
(4 Dud.) 

— 

60-65 mm. 
(4 msd.) 

39 9 

109-110 

11 (2) 

25(1) 

63-65 tnm. 
(2 msd.) 




(SA, Biswas, Bipley) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Itis brown. Bill, basally >’elIomsh green; dittally bU^ 
Legs and feet bladush slate. 

MISCELLANEOUS. This ficTcc and bold little falconet (or the next (205), 
or perhaps both) w'as trained in the Mogul Emperor Akbar’s days, and also 
later, to strike sparrows and other small birds — some considerably larger 
and hearicr than itself. 


205. ^Vhitelegged Falconet or Pied Pigmy Falcon. Microkierax 
tnelanoleucos (Blyth) 

Jnax melanolmees Blyth, 1843, Jour. AsIaL Soc. Bengal, 12; 179 (Assam) 
Baker, FBI No. 1736. Vol. 5: 54 
Plate 29, fig. 1 and Plate 30, fig. 1 

local NAME. Dttoting koihiba (Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul :L; length c. 20 cm. (8 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A d u 1 1 , A dlminutivc shrike-like falcon, similar 
to Redbreasted Falconet (204) but above, black without the white hind 
collar; below, pure white with no rusty tinge. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Undcscribcd. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident in Assam from Kamrup 
disL. casttvard through Dibrugarh dist., south to Cachar; Manipur; E. 
Pakiston (Sylhet dist.. Hill Tlppcra, Chittagong dist.). Plains, foothills and 
up to r. 1 500 m. clcNTition. Affects the neighbourhood of forest clearings and 
tea plantations, and wooded foothills country in both deciduous and c^•c^- 
green biotopes. 

Extralimilal. Yunnan (?), Tonkin and SE. China. 

general habttn. Similar to the Redbreasted Falconet (204). Usually 
bold and unafraid of man, e.g. in the neighbourhood of tea plantation 
labourers’ barracks. Takes insects on the wing by lightning sorties from 
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an elevated stance, flying out with rapid wing-beats, circling and sailing 
back to the perch after the capture — actions very reminiscent of the 
Swallow-Shrike. Insects are disposed of in the air or, if large, brought 
back to the base for dismemberment before devouring. Capable of great 
speed, sometimes stooping on birds much larger than itself just like the 
true falcons, killing them by striking with the hind claw. Begins feeding by 
digging with its bill into the head of the victim with the same semblaiwe 
of ferocity and vindictiveness as 204. 

FOOD. Butterflies, dragonflies, grasshoppers and other large insects. 
Possibly also mice and lizards. Among its bird victims arc recorded scimitar 
babbler, thrush, sparrow, and swallo^v. 

VOICE and calls. A shrill scream; also a low chattering call. A pro- 
longed hiss when angry (Baker). 

BREEDING. Little known. Season^ March to May. Nesl, a disused wood- 
pecker or barbet hole; in one case on the underside of a branch c. 13 m. 
up in a tree standing in a forest clearing, with a quantity of beetle elytra 
and other insect remains as (fortuitous?) lining. EggSy presumably 3 or 4 
( judging from flying broods) but so far more than one (incomplete clutch) 
never taken from nest ; pure white, unmai kcd, with a soapy surface. Average 
size of 6 eggs 27*9 X 22-4 mm. (Baker). Presumably both sexes incubate, 
but this needs confirming. Incubation period unknown. 

Museum Dtaonosts. No white collar; lower plumage including thigh.coverts 
pure white. 

MTASOREMENTS 

Wicig Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

9 9 111-117 14-15 22 71-73 mm. 

(Baker) 

Two specimens in the Bombay Natural History Society’s collection measuret 
(from skull) 

rj* 116 14 25 65 mm. 

9? 118 14 27 71 mm. 

(SA) 

Kirke-Swann (p. 323) gives Wing cf 108; 9 121 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bright brown. Bill deep slaty blue to blackish; 
tip black. Legs and feet dark horny brown to black. 


Genus Falco Linnaeus 


Genus nearly cosmopolitan, ten species with their races occurring within our 
limits as residents or winter risitots. Falcons (Fclra) easily dbtinguishable from hawks 
(AedptUr) even at great hdghts in the sky by thrir long, pointed, swallow-like wings 
and shorter tails. When soaring the wings are hdd straight, on same plane as body, 
but when flapping they' are usually bent as though preparing for a stoop. There is 
considerable change in all falcons from immature to adult plumage, and identiRca. 
tion from descriptions in the transitional stages difficult and unsatisfactexy. Im- 
mature usually distinguishable by bluish tinge of feet r. bright yellow in adults, 
Falfo p. pengrinaUn being an exception. 


Key to the Spedea 


A Size large, middle toe without claw over 40 mm .1 

B Size small, middle toe without claw under 40 nun 2 

I First primary longer than third; uppcrparls ashy grey or slate grey 
in adults F. ^rgrmus 


First primary about equal to third; upperparts not ashy or slaty grey 


F. hiarmaa 

2 Second and third primaries subequal; fint and fourth primaries 

subequal a 

Second primary longest, first much longer than fourth b 

a Crown grey or brown F. colun^eritts 

Crown chestnut F. chitqttna 

Crown streaked F. tinntmculus 

b Middle toe over 29 mm I 

Middle toe under 29 rata.,-,., 

I Breast white or buff with brown streaks '....F. suihuUe 

Breast deep rufous unspotted in adults ....F.twnts 

Breast sooty grey F, emcolor 

II Claws black ^ F. wpertinus 

Claws yellow F. nmimimi 


Falco biarmicus Tcmminck 
Key to the Subspecies 

A A distinct narrow check-stripe; middle tail-feathers entirely brown in 

adults F. b. jawn 

B No chcek-stripe; middle tail-feathers with while spots on each web. . . 

1 Plumage above with no bars.... F. h. cArmij 

Plumage above barred throughout. ................ .F. b, mldptf 
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355, 356 
556 
361 
363 
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M4 

542 
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Falco Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 88. Type, by subsequent designation, 
Faleo svbbuteo Linnaeus. (A.O.U. Committee, 1886) 

Bill stout and strongly toothed inside the hooked tip, oflen with a blunt festoon 
behind the tooth. Nostril circular, with a central tubercle. Tarsus equal to or 
shorter than middle toe without claw. Upper part of tarsus plumed in front; naked 
portions covered with small hexagonal scales. Toes very long, covered with trans- 
vene scales above; hind toe shorter in proportion and very powerful; claws sharp, 
curved and strong. Tail moderately long, slightly rounded but not graduated. 
Wing long and very pointed, the proportions of the primaries var> jng somewhat. 
(See Museum Diagnosis under the different species.) 


206. Saker or Cherrug Falcon. Falco biamicus ckenug J. E. Gray 

Falco ckemtgj. E- Gray, 1834, III. Ind. Zool., 2: pi. 25 (India) 

Baker. FBI No. 1722;yol. 5: 39 
Plate 29, fig. 16 and Plate 30, fig. 11 
LOCAL NAMES. Cbafg 9f Chdrgcla jji (Hindi). The name 'Saker' « evidently 
the same as sdfr ( » falcon, Arabic). n 

SIZE. Kite — ; length c. 50-56 cm. (20-22 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Abope, head pale rufous-wWte wth 
narrow blackish shaft-stripes. Sides of face and throat white with dusky 
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streaks on ear-coverts, but no distinct moustache. Upperparts earthy brown, 
scalloped with rufous, Sclow, breast and belly whitish, thickly marked with 
longitudinal brown drops, becoming bars on flanks. 

Female similar but larger and more heavily marked below. 

Young (immature). AbovCy darker and more brown generally. Head 
more brown with the darker markings more extensive. Belovo^ chin arid 
throat unmarked white; rest of underparts boldly streaked with dark brown. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rather scarce winter visitor; arriving 
c, October, gone again by April. W. Pakistan (NWF. Province, Sind, Pun- 
jab) and adjoining NW. India in E. Punjab and Rajasthan — how far cast 
imcertain but has been obtained in Delhi. Hodgson’s specimens from Nepal 
referred to by Baker (loc. cit.) belong to the next race, milvxpes (Biswas). 
Affects desert and open semi-desert biotope. 

Extralimital. Breeds in Hungary, middle and southern Russia, and the 
Caucasus. In winter to Egypt and NW. India (Peters). 

MIGRATION. No ringing records. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kecps to Open country like the Laggar, Much prized 
for falconry and trained to strike gazelle, kite, owl, houbara bustard, hafC» 
etc., being considered second only to Goshawk or Peregrine for the sport. 
In the wild state its method of hunting small animals is to fly low over the 
ground and crash into its victim, * binding ’ and crushing it to death. How- 
ever, when trained to larger quarry like kite and houbara it adopts a dif- 
ferent and more spectacular technique. It manoeuvres itself into a position 
higher than its quarry and then stoops on it with terrific velocity raking it 
vrith its powerful hind claw in passing, or ’ binding * in mid-air, both birds 
interlocked and tumbling down together in spirals svith extended wing** 
Excellent sport is said to be provided as pursuer and pursued both try to 
gain a position of advantage above each other, rising in spirals (or * ringing * 
according to the term used in falconry) higher and higher till almost lost to 
sight. 

FOOD. Largely spiny-tailed lizards {[/romasiix hardivickii)y desert gcrbilles 
[Mfriorui hitrrianae) and other small mammals, and birds like sandgroiwe 
(PlfrocUs). A frog has been recorded, but this probably rather exceptional in 
its desert habitat. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Sccuon, April to May, Pi^est of sticks in trees or 
on cliffs, bulky and well lined; occasionally usurped from a vulture or other 
bird. EggSt 3 or 4, intermediate between those of the Peregrine and the 
Laggar in coloration and markings. 

Museum Diacnosq. First primary (as.) about equal to 3rd. Upperparts not 
ashy- or slaty grey but brown with broad tawny cdjjes (scalloping) and blackish 
shafts. No moustachial- or check-stripe; middle tail-rcathcn svith white spots on 
each web. DilTen from the race F. b. milripfs (207) in having upper plumage un- 
barred. 


keasurements 
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Wing 

348-370 \ 
390-412 / 


Bill 

(from feathers) 
r. 26-27 


Tarsus 


r. 56-58 


Tail 


f 190-200 mm. 
\ 207-210 mm. 
(Baker) 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown usually without any suggestion of 
yellow. Bill ivory white or yellowish white, lipped blackish; cere dull yellow. Legs 
and feet dull yellow or yellowish green; claus black. 

207, Shanghar Falcon. Falcc Hamicus milvipfs jerdon 

Falco mi/pipcj jerdon, 1871, Ibis: 240 (Umballa, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1723, Vol. 5: 41 
Plate 29, fig. 17 


LOCAL NAMES. Apparently same as for 206. 

SIZE. Kite— ; length c. 50-58 cm. (20-23 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A d u 1 1 . darker browTi .than m ChciTUg (z ) 

and barred all over with pale rufous, reminiscent of female 
darker rufous than in 206; sides of head more streaked with .» * 

distinct broad blackish moustachial stripe. Below, breast and belly wiutu , 
marked similarly with longitudinal but more blackish drops, becoming 
bars on flanks. Sexes alike; female larger. , 

Young (immature). Difficult to distinguish from young ^ ^ 

darker and generally with tail more completely cross-barrcd. Field i cn - 

fication unsatisfactory. ^ vu P V ta 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare winter visitor. W. 
(Baluchistan, W. Punjab) and adjoining open semi'desert country m N 
India, but imperfectly known. Hodgson’s specimens from Nepal, hithcrt 
considered F. b, cherfug, belong to this subspecies (Biswas). ^ 

Extralimital. Breeds from Pamirs and the Altai Mountains acrow S 
Mongolia and south to the Nanshan and AJashan Mountains (Petenh 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, clc. Littic knotvn, but apparently not dincrer 
from those of the Cherrug. 

Museum Diagnosis. .First primary (as.) about equal to 3rd. Chcek-itripc mm 
distinct than in Oiemig. Upper plumage barred with pale rufous throughout. 
KeASUBJCWENTS 

Wing Bill Taaus Tail 

(from feathers) 


99 


340-351 \ 
374-435 / 


25-27 


50-60 


COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 206 bul bill darker, more 


188-236 mm. 
(Baker) 

bluish slate than Ivor 


white. 


200. Laggar Falcon. Falco biormieusjuggerj. E. Gray 
Faica Jvgr/r J. E. Cray, 1834, in Hardwfckr's in. Ind. Zool, 2: pi. 26 (Indi») 
Baker. FB! No. 1721. Vol. 5: 37 
Plate Z9, fig. 14 and Plate 30, fig. 14 

LOCAL NAMES. Ugidf ^ (Hindi); /dgd/u (Telugu). 

SIZE. Kile r. 43-46 cm. (17-10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Adull . UppcTparls dark and ashy brown. Cw 
and nape ivlntisli. A narrow but distinct moustachi.al stripe running oowr 
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from in front and below eyes. 
Below, white or "whitish with 
longitudinal light brown drops 
(sometimes obsolescent on breast 
and abdomen), larger and more 
numerous on flanks and thighs. 
Sexes alike; female larger. 

At short range distinguished 
from Cherrug Falcon by middle 
tail-feathers bcii^ entirely brown, 
r. with much white in them. 

In overhead flight the white breast, and dark-and-whitc markings on the 
lining of the pointed wings, also tliat two birds arc usually seen together, 
suggest its identity. 

Young (immature). Above, dark browm, the feathers scalloped paler. 
Below, only chin and throat whitish; rest of underparts dark brown. 

STATUS, pisTRiBUTiON and HABITAT. Resident (partial local migrant in 
some areas) practically throughout the subcontinent from W. Pakistan 
(Baluchistan, Sind, N\VFP, Punjab) cast through Assam and Manipur, 
and from r. 1000 metres up in the Himalayas southward to Kanyakumari, 
including Nepal and E. Pakistan. Rare in S. India ; absent in Ceylon. Affects 
dry open country, thin jungle, and cultivation ; avoids humid forest tracts. 

Exiralimital. Breeding also in Afghanistan north to Turkestan, near 
Tashkent, and in S. Turkmenia (Dementiev & Rustamov). 

GENERAL HABITS. The Commonest and most easily identified of all our 
falcons. Normally seen in separated pairs — each pair with a vast territory 
— perched on poles or tree-tops in open dr)' scrub country and the neigh- 
bourhood of cultivation and Iwbitations; in the last invariably chi\'vicd by 
house crow's (C. splendms). A pair will somedmes lake up its abode even in 
the midst of a noisy towm, using a high tower or temple spire as foraging 
base for sorties against the urban pigeon population which provide the 
birds with comfortable living. Pairs usually hunt in coordination taking 
turns to chase and harry the prey, both birds then sharing the spoils. The 
laggar is "well kno^vn for its habit of waiting on sportsmen as they walk the 
crops or beat the hushes for partridge of quail, and stooping and carrying 
off a bird that flushes or one that has been pricked by ^ol. 

Not specially prized by falconers but is, or was, trained to fly at crows, 
partridges, cattle egrets, and birds much larger than itself such as grey heron, 
florican and houbara bustard — also at hare. When flown at large birds 
it adopts and same technique as the cherrug (q-v.), spiralling upwards or 
* ringing ' into the sky with its quarry, constantly manoeuvring for position 
above from which it can stoop and bind and drop to earth together with 
its victim. 

On approach of the breeding season pairs commonly indulge in specta- 
cular aerial play, stooping at each other srith astonishing velocity, side- 
slipping, half somersaulting, and effortlessly zooming aloft again. Sometimes 
hovers against wind like kestrel (Rosevcarc). 

FOOD. Field rats, bats, lizards, small birds, e.g. m)*nas, babblers, drongos, 
qutdls and partridges. Also grasshoppers and locusts. An occasional pair 
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sometimes attaches itself to a poultr\' run, the birds then becoming a serious 
menace to small chickens. 

VOICE and calls. A shrill prolonged exy wki^ee-ee, seldom heard except 
in the breeding season. 

BREEDING. Scoson, o\*cralI Jamiarj' to April. a deep platform of 

twigs, lined with straw, lea\'cs, etc. 10 to 15 metres up in a large peepul, 
banyan or mango tree; lower down in acacias in Rajasthan, N. Gujarat 
and semi-desert areas. Sometimes built on a ledge of cliff, or on a minaret 
or comice of a mined building. Old nests of other birds of prey and crow 3 
are frequently appropriated. A curious circumstance commonly observed 
and recorded is that in the same tree, btulding, or cliff as holds a laggar*s 
nest may often be found nests of such gentle species — rollers, pigeons, doves 
and others — as normally comprise its prey. The co-tenants arc here left 
unmolested, and on their part seem completely unperturbed by the comings 
and goings of the falcons. Eggs, 3 or 4, rarely 2 or 5, handsome, rather 
variable in coloration: pale stone or pinldsh cream,’ densely blotched and 
smudged with brick-red or reddish browm. Average aze of W eggs 50*0 x 
39‘4 mm. (Baker). Both sexes assist in btiilding or repairing the nest, the 
male bringing the material the female arranging it in position. Both sexes 
incubate and feed the young. Period of incubation unknown. The birds 
arc remarkably close sitters and demonstrate fiercely against a human nest- 
robber, di\’ing at him repeatedly yet seldom striking. 

XIl'ssum Diacsoss. First primar)' (as.) about equal to 3rd. A distinct narrow 
riicck-stripe, contra Cherrug. Middle tail-feathers entirely brown in adults. For 
details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). ‘Fairly long, dull white. Whole body co^’cred except in 
definite places (aptcria). WTiole head co\’ered, and down continuous thence down 
hindneck to spinal track, which spreads out over back of thigh and is continuous 
with lateral xxotral tracks. Between the spinal and humeral tracks, an apterion 
with sparse short tufts of down. From the chin run two ventral neck tracks, separated 
b)’ aptcria from the dorsal neck track and from each other, which at the top of the 
sternum divide into lateral and median sternal tracks, the aptcria between them 
having scanty short tufts; apterion in centre of abdomen, rest co\'ercd with sparse 
down continuous with dorsal track laterally. Upper surface of "wing except manus, 
clothed with long down, undersurface four rows of short down. Thumb with distinct 
daw* (Ticdiurst, 1926). For description of down plumage and first plumage see 
also WTusller, JBNHS 22: 397. For plumage when 7 months old, and of the same 
Inrd when nearly adult at 17 months see Inglis, ibid. 14: 560. According to Hume 
acquires adult plumage when fully 3 years old (SF 5; 50). 

SCCASintEMESTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from sVuU) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o' o' 

316-335 

23-31 

49-53 

I64-I83 mm. 

9 9 

357-370 

27-33 

46-54 

I8&>210 mm, 

(SA) 


COLOURS OF B.^RE PAR"n. A d u 1 1 . Iru dark brown. Bill bluish slaty, darker at tip, 
paler and sometimes )*cllowish at base; cere yellow. Legs and feet yellosv; claws 
black. Juvenile, As above, but cere pale greyish green ; legs and feet pale grey, 
greenish grey, or dull slaty. 
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Falco pekecrdtos Tumtall 



Key to the Sobspceics 


Page 

A Cheek-stripe narrow, a bsiff nucha] collar 

. .f « /. bafyloraenx 

349 

B Cheek-stripe broad, suchal collar lacking 



1 Above paler, below white or almost so 

. . F. iebonensu 

S47 

Above much darker, below very ferruginous . , 

, F". p, peregrinctcT 

350 


209. Eastern Peregrine Falcon. Falco peregriKis japonensis Groclin 

FeUo japentnsis Gmdin, 1788, Syst. NaL, 1(1): 257, No. 44, ex ‘Japanese Hawk% 
Latham, J., Gen. Syn. Bds., 1 : 33, No. 7b (' flew on board offjapan *) 

Fefro celidtu Latham, 1790, Index Om., 1: 41 (India) 

Fdro pr'rgnnas utnTimrix Buturlin, 1907, Fsov. i. Ruaejn. Okhota, 13: 100 
(UssuriZand and Japan) 

Falco pertgritaa harterti Buturlin, 1907, Psos'. i. Rurejn, Okhota, 13: 100 
(Lower Lena to Anadyr, common on the Kolyma) 

Of. Stresemann, E., 1949, Ibis 87: 253 
Baker, FBI No. 1718, Vol. 5: 32 
Plate 29, fig. 12 and Plate 30, &g- 13 

LOCAL RAXES. Bhjn 9 , Bfyri bceha ^ (Hindi. Apparently a corruption of the 
Arabic name ‘^Bihari *, implying its connexion with water, cf. the American name 
Duck-hawk') ; Bfyri dtga (Tclugu); Dtga (Yerukali); KaySl pufla (Malayalam). 

Among falconers ‘falcon gentle* 9 p e reg ri ne; ‘tiered* or ‘tiered gentle* 
- o'- 

SIZE. Kite Jungle Crosv Lcngih-r. 4B-48 era. (16-19 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. K typical, compacl, pointed-winged, broad-shouldered, 
streamlined falcon. 

Adult. Above, head slaty black with conspicuous black check- or mous- 
tachial stripes. Upperparts grey, barred with blackish. Beloto, pinky fulvous 
or rufous-white, narrowly barred from lower breast do>vn wth blackish. 
Sexes alike; female larger. 

In overhead aspect robust bullet-shaped whitish body (r. rufous in 
Shaheen — 211), underride of wings narrow’ly barred >vith black, and 
comparati'’cly short unexpanded tail are suggestive. Prominent black 
moustachial stripes contrasting with white chin and throat, coupled M*ith 
swift purposeful pi^on-like flight and short glides, arc further pointers to 
its identity. 

Young (immature). Above, dark brown, darkest on head. Below, rufes- 
cent wlute, all except chin and throat boldly streaked with brovm, the 
streaks becoming bars on flanks and thighs. Transition plumages from 
juvenile to adult confusing and difficult to identify with certainty. 

5TATL*s, DiSTRTBirnoN and HABITAT. ^Vlnter visitor (SeptcmbCT/Octobcr 
to March/April) practically throughout the subcontinent from Baluchistan 
eastward through Assam and Manipur, and from Gilgit and Kashimr 
(once at c. 4000 metres in the Indus valley) and along the foot of the 
Himalayas south to Kanyakumari. Ceylon (Dry 2^ne — mostly in the 
jux-cnile plumage); Nepal (Valley); Andaman (?), Nicobar (?), Laccadive 
islands; MaldK-c Islands (apparently ‘infrequent in "winter* — Phillips. 
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Subspecies?), Affects the neighbourhood of rivers, jhccls, coastal lagoons 
and marshes — the favourite haunts of migratory waterfowl, 

ExtralimitaJ. * Breeds in N. Asia from W. Siberia east to Anadyr and 
Kamchatka. In winter migrating to Japan, SE. India, Sunda Islands, the 
Moluccas, New Guinea, and occasionally to N. Africa * (Peters). 

sncRATiON. No ringing records. 

GENERAL HABITS. Morc individualistic than the l^aggar, seldom hunting 
in couples. Not actually crepuscular but more active in its hunting just 
after davm and towards c^’cning. Spends the daytime ensconced on a shady 
bough of a tree overlooking its feeding territory-, or perched in a sandy 
river-bed or on a tree-stump or mound. \Vhcn hunting flics low and last 
with rapid powerfiil wing-beats, the wings usually slightly bent back from 
the first joint. * On viewing ducks on a pool or a fiock of doves in the fields, 
the falcon drops to within a few- feet of tl\e ground, the beat of the "wings 
becomes even faster than before and the wings bend closer to the body 
and it fairly hurls itself through the air into the middle of the flock, which 
"will probably rise en masse "when the falcon is still a few ^-ards distant. Having 
selected one particular bird the chase b^jins. . . .Usually- the dove succeeds 
in evading those dread talons in the first instance and neatly doubles bade. 
Up rises the falcon almost vertically to her “ pitch turns and shoots down 
like an antwv in the ^vakc of its quarry-, following every turn and twist of 
the latter. Another miss and up she goes again determined to secure her 
breakfast before the do\*c can reach the shelter of the trees surrounding a 
village, not far distanL The dove reaches the fringe of trees doscly followed 
by the falcon, and dashes right into the branches of the nearest tree. The 
falcon once more rises high into the air, drdcs round once or twice in the 
hope of its quarry or another bird lea%ing the security of the trees for the 
open ground beyond, gives up the chase and flics straight, away, rising 
steadily as it goes, to make an attack elsewhere * (Donald, JBNHS, 27: 283). 

Largely predatory on waterfowl, which arc tisually struck in znid-air, 
the falcon stooping almost vertically from abox-e at incredible vclodty, 
wings pressed to its sides and with a loud swishing sotmd, raking with the 
hind claw and literally ripping open the victim w-hich frlls limply to the 
ground. The peregrine circles a couple of times before stooping again lo 
retrieve the quarry. It then repairs to its farourite feeding-perch and 
thoroughly plucks its victim before beginning to tear and devour iL Not 
infrequently it stoops, strikes, and binds on the quarry in mid-air all in 
the same lightning action, bearing it away' in its stride. A p eregr i ne wGI 
often stoop at a duck falling to a sportsman’s gun, and so intense is its con- 
centration on the quarry- then that it will stoop again and again after an 
initial miss, regardless of shots fired at it "which may even send its 
feathers flying. 

FOOD. CSiiefiy- waterfowl — ducks, coots, moorhens, lapv.ings, etc, — 
and waders; also pigeons, partridges, and many other birds. Among its prey 
have been specifically recorded Kalecj pheasant {Lophire lawcrwlcna), 
Imperial Pigeon, Chough, Caspian Tern, and early-flying bats. The more 
robust female (i<^Tz) is trained to strike birds much larger and hearicr than 
itself, c.g. egrets, herons, storks, cranes and bustard. Cases reported of single 
birds (subspecies?) coming on board ships in mid-ocean (once along Arabian 
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coast) and subsisting on Storm Petrels {Oceanila oaanims), fl>-ing out osier 
the sea and returning to ship with the prey (Sea Swallow, 1957, 10: 20; 
Ardea, 1961, 49; 176-7). 

VOICE and calls. None recorded in its winter quarters. Reportedly noisy 
when breeding. 

BREEDINO Extrah'nutal. Nest, situation, eggs, etc. as in the Shaheen 
(211) q.v. 

Muszvu DiAcriosB. Pint primary (as.) longer than 3rd. Uppcrparts ashy grey 
in adulL Chcel:.stripe broader than eye. No nuchal collar. Crown slaty hlach; 
breast very iVgbtly rufous. For details of plumages of nominate race secAVitherby 
1939, 3: 13-15. F. p. japonensis differs from it (doubtfully) in being rather paler, 
svith less blade on sides of head and car-cos'erts — a narrower mouslachial stripe 
and large vrinte patch behind it. 

UEAsuBEUErtTS Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

(?(? 297-316 c. 25-26 e. 49-51 134-145 mm. 

9 9 344-379 27-30 — — mm. 

(Baler) 

Middle toe with claw, (?<j' r. 57-53; 9 9 62-70 mm. 

Weight 1 9 920 gm. fSA). 

cOLotnts or bahe parts. Iris brown or deep hazel. Bill bluish slaty, yellowish 
at base of lower mandible; cere yellow. Legs and feet dull chrome-yellow to almost 
orange-yellow; claws deep slaty to almost black. 


210. Redcsipped or Barbary Falcon. Faleo pmgriaus babjitomaes 
P. L. Sclater 

Faleo ba^hmetu P. L. Sclater, 1861, Ibis: 218, pi. 7 
(Oudh, in India, Babylonia and Abyssinia. Type from Oudh] 

Baker, FBI No. 1720, Vol. 5: 36 

LOCAL NASlES. Shaheen, Sajed shaheen (Hindi) ; IMsie shaheen (of Punjab falconers). 

SEE. Kite Jungle CrosvJ;. Length c. 38-46 cm'. (15-18 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Like the Peregrine in shape and build. 

Adult. Above, crown largely rufous or chestnut and ashy brown. Feathers 
round eye and narrow cheek-stripe black. Sides of neck buff; a broad rufous 
nuchal collar. Uppcrparts and tail ashy grey cross-barred with blackish. 
Below, chin and throat whitish; rest of underparts pale rufous; flanks and 
under wing-coverts barred blackish. Sexes alike; female larger. 

Young (immature). Above, dark brosvn broadly scalloped svith rufous. 
Tail barred rufous and brown. A broad rufous nuchal collar; black cheek- 
stripes and around eyes as in adult. Below, rufous svith broad blackish streaks 
except on chin and throat. 

STATUS, DiSTRiaunoH and habitat. Breeding sparsely in NW. Pakistan 
south of Kohat, and in Baluchistan. Chiefly ss-inter visitor in Baluchistan, 
Sind, Punjab, NWFP and in N'VV. India (to Kashmir, Punjab, U.P., 
Rajasthan, N. Gujarat). Rare in Madhya Pradesh, taken at Raipur (21° 
16'N., 81°42'E.) — D'Abreu. Along foot of hills from Jhelum to Peshawar 
and on through Kohat to border of Afghanistan at Parachinar, both F, p. 
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babjlonicm and F. p. peregrmator found during breeding season (Rattray, 
Ibis 1919: 370). Affects barren stony semi-desert tracts with sand.mounib, 
Capparis bushes, scattered trees of Prosopis spieigera and other xerophj-tic 
jperies largely the neighbourhood of cultivation in such biotope. 

Exiralimilal. Breeds in W. and C. Asia from Mesopotamia (Iraq) to the' 
Gobi Desert, south to Persia and Baluchistan. Winters in NW. India (Peters). 
For biology in Turkestan and discussion on distribution, variation, moult, 
etc. see Dementiev, 1957, Ibis 99: 477-82. 

GENERAL HABITS. 'Very similar to those of the Peregrine and Shaheen 
falcons except for its habitat preference of barren desert country and rocky 
hills. Inclined to be somewhat crepuscular like the Peregrae, hunting more 
actively at dawn and fairly late in the evening. Has sometimes been observed 
stooping playfully at birds on the wing, apparently with no Intention to kill 

FOOD. Partridges, sandgrouse, and other birds. Presumably also gerbillei, 
lizards and large insects as available. Sometimes takes early-flying bau. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDINO. On circumstantial esndence breeds in Baluchistan, but no 
direct confirmation by nest or eggs as yet. Two young recorded as taken 
from an eyrie in the Gumal Pass (32° 2 'N., 70°10 E.) ate. 650 hl alt, 
Dcra Ismail Khan dist, W. Pakistan (date?), and believed to breed in 
some numbers in the hills about the Khyber Pass. Mst and site as in 211, 
q.v. Eggs, 3 or 4, creamy white blotched and spotted with reddish brown, 
but showing considerable variation in coIoraDon and markings. Size r. 53 
X 43 mm. 

Museuu Diaonosis. First primary (as.) longer than 3rd. CSieck-itripe narrower 
than eye:rufous-buff nuchal collar; head ashy grey and rufous. For details of plumage 
see Baker, loc. cit. 


Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tanua 

Tan 

273-284 

23-26 

45-46 

126-135 mm. 

320-338 

26-28 

53-55 

15I-158inmi 

(Baker) 


A 9 weighed 2 lb. 1 or. = 930 gm. (Hume). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris deep brown. Bill slaty blue, hlacluh at tip, some- 
limes yeUowish at base; cere, orbital skin and gape bright yellow. Legs and feet 
bright to deep yellow; claws black. 


211. Shaheen Falcon. Faleo peregrinus peregrinolor Sundcvall 

Faleo pereennolor Sundcvall. 1837, Physiogr. SSDsUpets Tidsskr., 1(2): 177, pi, 4 
(At sea in lat. 6^2011. between Ceylon and SumaOT, 70 «««>■* 
r = 700 kilometres) off the Nicobars). Cf. however Abdolali.JB.NHS 68 . 398 

Baker. FBI No. 1719. Vol. 5: 34 
Plate 29, fig. 13 and Plate SO, fig. 12 

bocal NASIES. Shiheen hhi 9, Fokila d- (Hindi); Fvndla /gra (Sinhria); 
ValWef. (Tamil); , 3R.46 cm: (15-18 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Very liic the Peregrine (209) — a powerful, broad- 
ihouldcrcd, streamlined falcon with long pointed wings, and swift direct 
flight. 

Adult. Abopg, slaty black with black head and prominent cheek or 
raoustachlal stripes on cither side of throat. BeloWf pinkish white and rusty 
red, boldly cross-barred with black from abdomen down. Sexes alike; 
female larger. 

Young (immature). Darker. More brownish black above; more fer- 
ruginous below. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and breeding in NW. 
Pakistan (Thai, Chitral, Kohat dists.) and the entire Indian Union from 
about 24<K) m. alt. in the Himalayas from Kashmir, Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh, U.P. and Nepal, eastward through Assam; southward throughout 
the Peninsula to S. Kerala (with the exception of the desert and semi-desert 
areas in western Rajasthan and northern and ^vcstcrn Gujarat where mostly 
babj'lonicus). E. Pakistan; Ceylon and Nicobar Is. Aflects iboihills and 
rugged hilly countrj' to the highest peninsular hills. 

Extralimttal. Burma cast to the lower Yangtze valley in E. China. 

GENERAL HABtrs. Very similar to the Peregrine (209), but keeps more to 
steep rugged hills than about lowland waterfowl resorts. Pairs occupy 
favourite crags, almost traditionally, for nesting and as bases for foraging 
oyer vast tracts of the surrounding countryside. Flight extremely swift and 
direct — a few rapid pigeon-lIke wing-beats followed by a glide at tremen- 
dous speed. Like the Peregrine hurls itself obliquely at its quarry from a 
height, or * pitch wings pressed to the sides, sometimes over a traverse 
of several hundred yards — literally a bolt from the blue. The loud tearing 
svrish of this lightning stoop overhead can be quite disconcerting to an 
observer taken unawares, and by the time he can locate its source the falcon 
is already vanishing in the distance, maybe W’ith the quarry dangling limply 
from its talonsl Inclined to be somewhat crepuscular, hunting mostly soon 
after dawn and then again late afternoon and well into the dusk. In the 
breeding season pairs indulge in a great deal of aerial interplay, stooping at 
each other around their nesting cb'ff and deep down into the adjoining gorges 
with incredible speed and adroitness, going through remarkable aerobatics, 
throwing themselves momentarily upon their backs in mock battle, and 
executing perfect looping-thc-loop turns. 

FOOD. Chiefly birds: chukor, partridges, quails, pigeons, etc. In some 
areas parakeets, mainly Psitlacula kramm\ form a major food item. Nightjars 
{Caprimuliut spp.) and bats also recorded. Easily trained to strike large birds 
like mallard, florican, and junglcfowl, but crows said to afford far finer 
sport than all of these. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded except for a prolonged e^ir-r-r-r made by 
the female every now and then in the proximity of the nest-cliff, especially 
when nest being investigated (Dodsv^-orth). 

BREEDING. Season, in the Himalayas (up to e. 2400 m. ) chiefly March 
to May; in the peninsular and S. Indian hills January to hfarch/April; in 
Ceylon r. March-April. AVr/, a large compact platform of itidcs sometimes 
lined with wool and grass, placed on a ledge or in a niche on a cliff face — 
usually inaccessible situations. Often no nest, the eggs being laid directly 
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on scanty grass growing on a ledge. (An exceptional record of a trw nest 
presumably scif-built by the birds, in the top of a pine in Burma.— Livesey, 
JBNHS 36: 1003). Eggs, 3 or 4, pale stone to pale brick-red in ground 
colour, marked in varying degree with a few bold blotches or numerous 
small ones of reddish brown or brick-red. Average size of 65 eggs 5! *8 X 
40-7 mm. (Baker). Both sexes take part in nest-building and repair. In- 
cubation evidently by female alone; the male when not hunting keeps 
from a neighbouring pinnacle. During daytime eggs qften left exposed, 
shaded from direct sun by female standing over them wiin.half-opcn wings. 
Incubation period 25-27 days (Baker). Chicks (a couple of days old) clad 
in white down. Iris light brown; legs and feet creamy white (Dodsivorth), 

Museum Diagnosis, Fini primar>' (as.) longer than 3rd. Crown black or blackuh. 
Check-slripc broader than eye, sometimes fused into black of crown. No nu a 
collar. Breast generally deep rufous. For details of plumage sec Baker, Iw. cit. 

HZASURESSENTS Wing Bill Tarsus *fril 


(from feathers) 

265-295 25-27 48-50 128-162 rmn. 

O O 312-342 28-29 — — rom. 

■ (Baker) 

Middle toe with claw (Jt c. 53-55; 9 r. 60-63 mm. 

Winppread of an ad. d* with wing 295 mm-— -911 mm, (McinerUhsgen). 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in the Fcregrine and Rcdcappcd falcons. In juv 
birds of races of peregrinus, legs and feet yellow contra bluish in oth» immature 
falcons. 


Falco suBBxnxo Linnaeus 
Key to the Sobapedee 


Darker F. s, subhuUo 

Paler. F. s. ctnStolasiat 


212. Hobby. Faleo subbuteo subbuteo Linnaeus 

FeUo SuhhaUo Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1:89 
(Europe, restricted type locality, Sweden) 

Hjrpotriorehis suhhuUo jaSsvUnsis Buturlin, 1910, Nascha Okhota : 71 
. (Chuckche, NE. Siberia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1724, Vol. 5: 42 
Plate 29, fig. 7 and Plate 30, ftg. 10 

LOCAL KAUC. Merosseni (Oudh, U.P.), 

SIZE. Dove or Pigeon length c. 31-34 cm. (12-13 in.). 

FIELD characters. A imalJ, pointed-winged streamimed falcon. 

Adult. Above, slaty grey with blackish head and moustachial streaw- 
Below, rusty white, broadly streaked svith black. Thighs and under t^- 
covertJ nifom. Sexo alike; female larger. In overall effect a very good 
minianirc of the Peregrine falcon, but with undcrparls longitudinally 
streaked instead of cross-barred. 

Young (immature). Much darker above, brownish rather than slaty# 
scalloped with rusty whitish. 


/ 


S9 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 1: 353-356 

FALCONS 353 354 . FALCONIFORMES 

STATUj, omwBtmox and habitat. Winter viator (September to March/ crepuscular; feeds chiefly in the twilight of dawn and at sunset, often well 

April) to W.' PaKstan (Baluchistan, Smd, NWFP, Punjab) and India south into the dusk. The birds fly about in curves and cirdes, climbing and sinldng 

to about Mysore (Bclgaum), Abo Nepal and E. Pakistan; but the races not at will, flying sirai^t some distance vdih. rapid wing-beats followed by a 

dearly icparablc;. Aflecti open wooded country, cultival^ areas, as well as downward swoop of 30 metres or so, and then a swift cfibrtlcss lise. WMe 

semi-desert. \ soaring the primaries aie slanted slightly dovrawards almost below level 


ExtralhmtaL 'Breeds &om Scandinavia and N. Ruaia acros Asia to 
E. Siberia and Kamchatka, soudi to die Mediterranean, SW. Siberia, 
Transbaikalia (and probably NW. China) and Manchuria. In winter south 
to Alrica, Indi^ and SE. China * (Peters). 

c^^'EaAI. HABITS, FOOD, ctc; As in die Central Asian race (213), q.v. 

BUBEontc. ExtralimitaL Nest, eggs, etc. as in 213. 

3Icszmc DiAC7«o«a. Similar to F. /. gariralanar but somewhat darkrr and oo an 
average a trifle smaller. For descriptioc d* plumage rtc. see 'VVitherby 1939, 3 : 20--21. 

KEASUSZKCm 



Wing 

Em 

' (&t>m cot) 

Tazxrn 

Tsm 

<?(? 

247-272 

(ooe240) 

12.5-14 
(one 11.5) 

34-37 

130-140 mm, 
(one 122) 

99 

265-280 


““ 

— mm. 
(Witherby) 


ootouas or bake pasctx. Adult. Tris daric brown. Bill leaden blue, tip Hush 
black; cere, gape, bare skin round eye, legs and feet bri^t >*rilovr. Immature. 
Cere and rot^ eye pale lead-blue or gr embh . X^egi and feet paler yenow(\Vitherby). 


213. Gestrsd Aaiaa Hobby. subbuUo ceniralcsict (Buturlin) 
Hjpotnerdds saib^itj eenlreUsiat Buturlin, 1911, Ora. hGtt., 2:175, new name for 

Falco jgihTdto ^^ausegKs Lhanberg, 1905, Ark. Zoo!., 6(9): 6 (Baixngol, Tiacshan) 
eer Feleo c^aatserru VjeSlot 

ffypctiiereMs svhhvUo pitadaU P«tcnkc^ 1930, Bull. Ac^. Sri. USSR, ser. 7. CL ' 
Phyrico-Math. : 303 (Yarkand Oasis, Kashgaria) 

Baker, FBI No. 1725, V6L 5:43 

LOCAi. XAKE. ^^assatd (Oudh, U.P.). 

SIZE. Dove or Kgeon :L; length c. 31-34 cm. (12-13 in.). 

FIELD CHAKACTZRS. Same as for 212 from whidi it cannot be dbtinguldied 
with certainty. In general cfiect and actions reminiscent of the Per^rine 
and Shaheen falcons. 

sTATL»s, DUTWBunoN and HABITAT. Partly rerident in the Himalaj-as, 
breeding between c. 1200 and 4000 m. alt. in NWFP, Ladakh, Kashmir, 
Himachal Pradesh, U.P. (Garhw'al). Plainly catralimital winter \'isitor 
(Scptcmber-March/April), spreading out unc\’enly o\*cr W. Pakirtan (Sind, 
Baluchistan, Punjab) and east through Asam and Manipur, south 

to N. Mysore. Also E, Pakistan; but the races not clearly separable. In 
non-breeding season affects similar biotope to the last, the tw’o forms often 
43vcilappuig. 

Extralimitttl^ Turkestan south to N. Perria and E. Himalayas — Peten. 

CEKERAL HABITS. Partial to low-lying swampy ground in wooded country. 
Even in its reridcndal and adjacent areas more commonly seen in winter 
when xtt numbers have been augmented by extralimital migrants. Distinctly 
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214. ?*****•" Hobby, Felco seserus Ttf^pedoides Hodgson 

Fries Rsjipedsidts Ano nyi no u s = Hodgson, 1844, Calc. Jour. Nat. Hist., 4:Z38 
(Hills of India, restricted to Nq»l by Baker, 1927, BuH. Brit. Om. Q., 47: 107) 
Baker, FBI No. 1729, VoL 5: 47 

XjOCai. kasces. Dhilsr o * UHri 9 (Hindi), 

SIZE. Dove *; length c. 27—30 cm. (11—12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, Very rimTlar xx> 212 butwith brcast and underparts 
ferruginous of rusty white. In overall eff^ a good miniature of 

Shaheen falcon, just as 212 is of the Peregrine. Sexes alila; female largcr- 

Young (immature). Ahcre, T.-cry dark, narrowly scalloped with rufous 
in freshly moulted plumage. Btlow, boldly black-strrakcd from upper breast 
to \’ent. 

STATUS, DCSTRiBunoK and HABITAT. Resident and breeding in the lower 
Himalayas (e. 18(X) to 2400 m.) in W. Pakistan (Murree?), Kashmir? and 
through Kumaon, Garhwal, and Nepal to W. Assam north of Brahmaputra 
liver. Occurs in Kerala (chi^y hills) where status indeterminate. 
Presumably only winter visitor; no breeding reco r d to date. Straggler to 
Ceylon in winter. Affects well-woodcd foothtQs coimtry. 

CET^ERAi. HABITS. Very similar toF. s. s:d>hvieo (212, 213), qq.v. Often see n 
in loose flocks of ten or twelve birds hawidng insects in the manner of 
swrallows and swifts — darting at sp e ed in pursuit, wheeling and circling 
in the air, chiefly in the twilight of dawn and at sunset tin late into the 
dusk. Prey dthcr eaten on the wring or carried to a perch. 

FOOD. CSiicfly large flying insects — locusts, dcadas, beetles, Gragonflies, 
etc. Also yrnall birds, and occasionally lizards, pipistrelle bats, and mice. 
* Hunting ^mal! chickero near low’Iand villages ' (Fleming, Nepal). 

VOICE and caixs. Only a loud squcalir^ rapid H-H-H-Ja recorded. * Cry is 
rather shriller and weaker than that of the Kestrel ’ (BourdHlon, SF 4 : 3M). 

BREEDiKC. Very little definite informadon. Season, * probably late May 
and June ’ (Baker). A pair feeding young in nest in tafl pine in Bridsh 
Emlnssy grounds, Kathmandu, Nepal — July-Ai^ust (IVoud, JBNHS 
48: 716). Xest, of sacks, usually an old crow’s or magpie’s, in a pine or 
rimilar tree growring from the side of a precipice. According to Baker ap- 
parently has twD alternate nests at varying distances from each other, used 
in insular sequence. Eggs, 3 or 4, broad ovals, very like those of F. s. 
suhhnito — bufi^ reddish buff or light brick-red in ground colour, densely 
spe ck led with dark brick* red, brownish red or purplish red, writh many 
variadons. Size about 41 X 31 mm. 

Hcseuu DiA CN on s . Middle toe without clavr tinder 40 mia. Seco n d p rima ry 
(ai.) longest: 1st mticli longer than 4lh- Breast rofous or ferrugiaons, unspotted 
in ^nlts. Difien from the txjminaic race (215) only in haring the lower plu m age 
paler less deep farogiaotis. But this ns efl^ merely repre sen ts a colour rime 
and the race is perhaps redundant. There is oo signiScant difference in rire. 

KZA5CStZM£.vn 

\Vln 5 ESI Tarsus Tril 

(from feathers) 

211-219 17 


wring-bcats followed by arrow'-like glides a few' metres above the ground. 
On catching its prey rises like a kite 20 or 30 metres up In the air, 
slowly round in circles, devouring the vriedm from its talons. like the 
Shaheen somedmes soars to a ‘pitch* and ‘waits on’, stooping obliquely 
with tremendous vriodty and taking the quarry in its stride. Occasionally 
win also hover for a moment over a field of gram or lucerne ‘ waiting on * 
for some small bird or grasshopper to take wring. Somedmes haw'ks winged 
insects in a loose flock of ten or more birds in the manner - of swifts, high up 
in the air, turning, twisting, rising, falling, orriing round and darting at 
the quarry with great agility. Has been obs e r v ed dius engaged in associadon 
with swallows {Hmendo rasilca and H. daaried^, W'hich themselves frequendy 
form its prey (SA). 

FOOD. Small birds (larks, pipits, swallow-s, wagtails, swifts, warblers, 
etc.), pipistrelle bats, and flying insects (dragDnfi!es, dcadas, locusts, becila, 
etc.). Can be carily tamed and taught to * wait on * at great hdghts for 
pursuit of larks, drongos, quails, hoopoes, etc. but ‘ lacks the dash and daring 
of the Merlin and is disappointing from the fala)nry point of vriew ’ (Donald). 

VOICE and calls. Very noisy in breeding season. ‘ A harsh, plaindve, 
rising Ue-Ue^Ue^Ue-Ue as common to most falcons, occasionally varied with 
harsh single notes pit pit or cidp chip chip uttered two or three d mr? in suc- 
cession while flying about in drcics above the tr e es , settling here and there 
on different trees ’ (\Miistlcr, JBNHS 32: 730-2), 

BREEDDCC. Seoson, prindpally May to July. Aerf, usually an old sdek 
nest of crow or magpie high up in a fir, deoc^, or poplar tree on the out- 
skirts of forest, repaired and utilized. Eggs, 3 or 4, dull yellowish buff to 
pale brick-red densely speckled and ^tted with dull brick-red and brown, 
sparsely blotched with purplish blade. Averse size of 28 ^gs 41 *4 X 33*0 
mm. (Baker), Incubation mostly by female; period unrecorded. * Male 
brought plucked bird and passed it to incubating female who left nest to 
receive and deal with it on a nearby branch ' (IMiistlcr, loc. dt.). 
Pt’estling cov'crcd \srith down ‘ of tsabcUine shade ’ (A. E. Joms), 

^lusEim DiACxosn. Second primary (as.) longest; first much longer 4tlj. 
Middle toe without claw under 40 mm. Breast while or buff with b rown 
F. 1 . centrelesiae differs from nominate ssibateo in being somewhat paler and on an 
average a trifle larger, but race very variable and of doubtful validity. For detail* 
of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

•OAscRZiTEm. IVJng 250-275; 9 9 277-286 mm. 

COLOURS Or BARE PARTS. As in 212. 

Falco sev’ERUs HoTsfield 

Key to the SnbspeeieB 

Darker; lower plumage very deep ferruginous F. j, seserm 

Paler; lower plumage less deep ferrucinota F. /. TufptdrMs 
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COLOURS or BARE PARTS. ' Irs hazd-brtrwD to almost black. BUI bluish slate, 
paler at base, blad: at tip; cere, gape and orbiul sHn lemon-yellow. Legs and feet 
yrilovr to orange-yrilow; daw* black. 

215. Burmese Hobby, Fako setems scocnis HorsSeld 

FcUo scTtrai Honfield, 1821, Trans. Linn. Soc. London, 13(1): 133 (Java) 
Baker. FBI No. 1728. VoL 5: 45 

Plaie 29, fig. 10 and Plate 30, fag. 9 

LOCAL SAurs. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. Same as 214. 

FXEiD CHARACTERS- Samc as for 214 but with breast and tmderparts much 
deeper ferruginous. .The two races indisungiiishable with certainty. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBirnoN" and habitat. Resident, Assam south of the Brahma- 
putra river, Manipur; E. Pakistan. Affects wcU-vrooded foothills countzy'. 

Extrelirdtd, Burma, Thailand, Indodiincse coxintries, Sumatra, Java, 
Philippines. 

GZTt'ERAL HABITS, FOOD, ctc. Simily to thc oihcT hobbics. In northern 
Assam (Dibrugaxh dist,) frequents lea gardens and edge of forest and paddy 
land. 

VOICE and calls. Not specifically recorded. 

breeding. Season, hlarch to May in the Assam hiUs. AVrf, usually an 
appropriated old one of a crow or magpie in a tree growing out of a precapice 
or sleep hillside; r^jaired and sometimes added to and lined with green twigs 
and IcavTs. Eggs, 3 or 4, as in 214. Average size of 54 eggs 40*1 x31'9 
mm. (Baker). Both sexes take part in nest-repair, incul»tion, and feeding 
the young. Incubation period 26 da^T (Baker). 

itcszCM Diacnoks. Kffers from the Indian rzee rappethiida (214) oaly in ha v ing 
the lower plumage much darker and deeper ferrugmois, 

MZA5CRZ1CZNTS 

Wing Bin Tama Ta3 

(from Ceatbors) 

221-238 e. 18 (?) c. 30-33 95-1 10 om. 

(* A ppare ntly all females * — Baker) 

3 9 9 recently taken in NE. Assam measure: 

(from skull) 

221-245'5 23-25 38-40 93-115 mm. 

(SA, SDR) 

COLOUXS OF BARE FARTS. As 13 214. 

2 16., Sooty Falcon. Feleo ctncolcrTcmimnck 

Fela arxslsT Tcmmmck, 1825, PL CoL, Inr. 56, text (but cot pL 330} (Senegal, 
Barbary Coast, Egypt, Arabia- Barakan Island, Gulf of Aqaba, sug gested by 
^leiaerfrhagea, 1934, Birds of AraHa: 340) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

plate 29, fig. 1 1 and Plate 50, fig. 8 

LOCAL JCASCES- Unrecorded- 

frrr Jungk Crowi; length c. 38 cm. (r. 13 in.). 


ee 

9 V 


237-248 


19 


33-34 


94-95 mm. 

103-112 tam. 
(Baker) 



90 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 1 : 357-360 


FALCONS 357. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. General aspect as of Hobby (212), but slightly larger 
aTi<l uniformly pale slaty g^ey above and bclo'w, \vith prominent yellow cere 
and legs. Sexes alike; female larger. 

Young (immature). Not unlike that of F. subbuteo but %vith the pale 
nudial patch of the latter almost absent 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Only once obtained in W. Pakistan 
(ad. <f , Oharbar, Baluchistan Coast, 31 August 1912 —W. D. Gumming). 
The specimen, which was examined by Dr C. B. Ticehurst in the Quetta 
Museum, was evidently destroyed in the great earthquake of 1936. 

Exfralimtlal. * Red coasts and Somaliland south to Mozambique; 
Madagascar * — Peters. 

OEHERAL HABITS, FOOD, ctc. According to Mcinertahagen (1954: 340) 
crepuscular, %vith a very hobby-like flight; catching bats on the ^\dng vnth 
case. (For cxtralimital breeding, habits, ctc. sec Claphajn, 1964, /6tj, 106: 
381.) 

MusEtm DiAONOsts. ‘Adults (both'sexes): Whole upperparts pale slaty grey, 
primaries blackish. First primary unbarred on the inner web. All feathers of upper- 
parts wth dark shafts. Chin and centre of throat pale yellowish buff. Rest of under- 
partspale slate-grey. Tail as back. The immature bird is bro^vner and has the feathers 
fringed paler. Checks and throat rusty ycllo^v * (Meinertzhagen, Birds of Egjpu 374). 

MEAsuREiitEUTS. Wing 267-305 (Meinertzhagen). The Gharbar specimen (<?) 
measured: Wing 278; bill from cere 13; tarsus 33; middle toe 32*5; tall 133 nim. 
(Ticehurst). 

COLOvns OF BARE TARTS, Iris dark bro^vn. Bill bluish bom; cere lemon-yellow. 
I.egs and feet lemon-yellow; claws black. 

Falco coLUMDARius Linnacus 
Key to the Subspecies 


Darker both above and below in both sexes .F. c. insignir 

Paler... F. c. ckruthmludoviei 


217. North Asiatic Merlin, Falco colnmbarius (Clark) 

AcsoUm rsgtdus insignis Clark, 1907, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., 32: 470 (Fusan, Korea) 
Baker, FBI No. 1731. Vol. 5: 49 
Plate 29, fig. 9 and Plate 30, ftg. 6 
LOCAL NASiES, Doitrela o', DaurSi 9 (Hindi); Retal tiirumti, Rsp (Punjab). 

SIZE. Dove length c. 27-30 cm. (11-12 in.). 

FIELD cHAnACTERS. .Rathcr li)ce Hobby (212) but tvithout the cheek- 
stripes. 

Male. (Adult). Abovi^ forehead, supercilium, and sides of head whitish 
witli black shaft-streaks. Upperparts bluish slaty with a broad rufous-and- 
Wack IiindcoJIar. Tail tipped >vhite, with broad subfcrminal black band. 
BeloWi sides of tluoat and underparts white tinged with rufous and boldly 
streaked with blackish; thighs and under tail-coverts darker rufous. 
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effect rufous rather than rufous-brown. Bars on primaries in both sexes 
especially pale. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon. Vagrant in winter to 
W. Pakistan (specimens in the British Museum collection from Peshawar 
and Kohat districts, and Sind); also from Gilgit. Meinertzhagen procured 
one in Ladakh at c. 3000 m. alt. (Dras, 34'’26'N., 75M6'E.) on 15 April. 

ExtraUmital. ‘ Breeds on the Kirghiz Steppes from Orenburg to the Altai, 
north to Omsk and Lake Tschany- Winters to the Caucasus, Turkestan and 
Tarim Basin ' (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, CtC. As in 217. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from insignis (217) in both adults and juveniles being 
very much paler. 

MEASUREMENTS. Wing 203-226; 9 9 200-232 mm, (Baker); in McincrU- ' 
hagen’s 9 from Ladakh 230 mm. 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Bill paler bluish; cere paler yellow. Othcnvisc as in 217, 


219. Redheaded Mcrlia, Falco chicquera chicquera Daudin 

Falco chicquera 'Dzxxdxn, 1800, Traitc d’Orn., 2; 121 (Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1730, Vol. 5: 47 
Plate 29, fig. 8 and Plate 30, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES, Turumtif TurSmiSri 9 (Hindi); Chalwa o' (Sind); Jellaganla, 
JclgSJdd (Tclugu); (yerukali). 

SIZE. Pigcon±; length c. 31-36 cm. (12-14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An clcgant little grcy-and-wliite falcon with a diagno- 
stic chestnut head. 

Adult. AbovCj crown, nape, sides of head and cheek-stripe chestnut. 
Rest of upperparts ashy or bluish grey. Wing-quills blackish. Tail grey, 
narrowly barred with black, and with a broad black band near end ; extreme 
tip white. Below, white, sparsely streaked with blackish on breast, barred 
on flanks and abdomen. Sexes alike; female larger. 

Young (immature). More heavily barred below than adult. In still 
younger birds upperparts also barred throughout; chestnut of head duller, 
more rufous, and streaked with black; throat and breast also heavily marked 
with black. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and breeding. Not very 
common, but fairly generally distributed throughout the subcontinent, from 
W. Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, NWTP) eastward through Rajasthan and 
the Gangctic Plain (including the Himalayan fooiliills, feral, and Nepal 
Valley) to Assam and E. Pakistan. Soulliward through the Peninsula to 
Kerala and Madras (southernmost TiruneIvcH c. SMS'N.). Nat in Ceylon. 
Common on the Deccan Plateau; rarely descending to the coastal districts. 
Apparently also partial local migrant, or nomadic, to some extent. Recorded 
as abundant in some localities in winter and as scarce in other seasons, but 
movements unstudied. Affects deciduous plains, plateau and low foothills 
countiy* interspersed svilh groves of trees, cultivation and villages. Avoids 
forest. 
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Female. Larger. Above^ slaty brown scalloped svith rufous. Tail barred 
throughout svith dark brown and rufous-grey. Below, paler than in male- 
more broadly streaked svith broivm. 

Young (immature). Above, browi without any slaty tinge. Rufous of 
scalloping and head more pronounced. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Scarcc Winter visitor (vagrant ?) to 
W. Pakbtan f Baluchistan (Quctla-Pishin; Loralai dist.) and Sind (race pre- 
sumed)]. Nepal (sight, Fleming). Has been obtained as a vagrant in Gilgit 
and Punjab in winter. Not very rare in Punjab (Donald), arriving in autumn, 
leaving again in spring. Affects open country svith scrub and cultivation.' 

ExtraUmital. Breeds in N. Siberia across Yakutsk to the Stanovoy Moun- 
tains. In winter^ to Turkestan, N. India, S. China, Japan. v 

GENERAL HABITS. Hunts Singly (not in pairs like F. chiegvera) in open 
places, particularly crops, for larks and such-like small birds. Perches on 
the ground or on a mound or bund separating fleJds from where the sorties 
nrc launched. Occasionally hovers momentarily. Flics low along the ground, 
very fast with short sharp sving-beats interspersed >rith glides with 
half-closed wings. Seldom or never soars, and though often striking prey 
from above docs not stoop at it from any distance or great height. Pre)’ 
usually captured by swift, direct pursuit. Much esteemed for falconry*. Very 
easily tamed and trained for pursuit of quails, hoopoes, larks, etc. Exhibits 
great speed and courage in the chase, turning, twisting, zigzagging, rising 
and falling in the air after the quarry svith utmost adroitness. 

FOOD. Mostly small birds. ‘Took a Desert Whcatcar from under. my 
nose * in Sind (Ticehurst). » 

BREEDING. ExtraUmital. Nests on ground among'grass and herbaceous 
vegetation, or in trees utilizing old stick-nests of crows, etc. 

Museum Diagnosis. Middle toe without claw under 40 mm. as in Hobby, but 
2nd and 3rd primaries subequal, and 1st and 4th subequal. DIflers fromF. e. cbristiarti- 
ludovicx (218) in both sexes being much darker above and below. For details of 
plumage, sec Baker, loc. cit. 


MEA5imE«tNT^ 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

T»fl 



(from feathers) 



(?(? 

I9S-204 

14-15 

c. 34-39 

I21-138mm. 

9 9 

220-224 

15-16 

1 

(Baker) 


COLOURS OP BARB PARTS. Ifis browH. Bill slaty blue, black at tip, yellowish 
at base of Joiver mandible; cere ycUow. Legs and feet yellow; claivs black. 


218. Pallid Merlin* Falco columbarius pallidus (Sushkin) 

Lithofalco a/salon f/olUdus Sushkin. 1900, Bull. Bril. Om. Cl. 11; 5 
(Wcslcrn Kirghiz steppes) 

Baker, FBI No. 1732, Vol. 5; 50 
LOCAL NAMES. As In 217. 

SIZE. Dove i; same 217. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Much palcf than 217, the adult o' a beautifiil pale 
blue-grey above. Fe m a 1 c and Young (immature) also paler; in general 
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GENERAL HABITS. Male and female almost invariably keep together and 
hunt in concert, one bird chasing ^thc quarry close along the ground at 
incredible speed while the other heads it off. Its pursuit flight, attained by 
rapid, regular wing-beats, is straight and arrowlike; very different from the 
Merlin {F. columbarius) which goes in jerks and 'jumps* Often beats out 
prey from shrubbery or foliage canopy, by suddenly darting through a 
in them or hedge-hopping at speed, stampeding any little birds shchenng 
within or on the ground behind. Like the Merlin will also hover moment- 
arily at times to investigate. Possesses the audacity of the Peregrine, some- 
times swooping suddenly from noivhcre, snatching a bird fallen to gunshot 
or chasing one thus wounded completely undeterred by the sportsmans 
v/aming shots. Comes down to water to drink, and walks easily on ground. 
Much esteemed by falconci's for its pluck, and the ease with which it can 
be tamed and trained to take birds like hoopoes, rollers, quails, and even 
partridges and pigeons; pairs often made to hunt in coordination as m the 
wild state. 

FOOD. Mainly small birds. Among items specifically recorded are spar- 
rows (esp. Passer mantanus), svagtails, pipits, larks (esp. the social Calandrella 
spp.}, ring plovers (C^aradrius dubius), and not unfrcqucntly 
bats. From the stomaclu of a pair shot simultaneously were obtained the 
right and left leg respectively, along with other remains of a warbler 
{Prinia syloafica) which had evidently been sliaxcd and shared able. 
(SA). 

VOICE and calls. * Peculiar shrill querulous screams ’ as it ^^llies to 
drive off crows and kites from proximity of nest-tree. * A continual bVhiwi- 
tiriririri* uttered by full-fledged young tvlicn being chased offby (presumed) 
parent (K. K. Ncelakantan). . - u., 

BREEDING. Seoson, chicfly January to March, but continuing till about 
May. A'csi, a fairly substantial cup or plat/brm of sticks and twigs, lined u uh 
grass roots. Usually well concealed 5 to 10 metres up in the densely foliagcd 
branches of a mango or peepul tree in open countiy, often close to a village. 
Old nests of kites and crows are normally brought into commission. Eggs, 
3 or 4, longish regular ovab, pale reddish white in ground colour, thickly 
speckled with reddish brown. Small rcph'cas of the eggs of Laggar falcon. 
Average size of 120 eggs 42-4 X 31 -1 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in 
nest-building and/or repair and evidently abo in incubation, though he 
female is chiefly responsible for this. Incubation period unknown. Both 
parents feed the young. 

Museum DiACNOsa. Asm F. eolumbariuj 2nd and 3rd primaries {«.) fubequaj, 
Isl and dth suhcqual, but crown ehestnuf insicad of black-5tre.Tkcd grc)’ or brown 
as in that species. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit, 

MCASUREMCNT5 ' 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

T.n 


(from skull) 


124-137 mm. 

190-207 

19-24 

35-40 

220-232 

f. 25 

30-41 

US-155 mm. 
(Biker, SA, BB) 


COLOURS Of DARE PARTS. Ins broMTi. Bill d-irk plumbeous, bl.irk at lip, preffluh 
yeUow on basal half; tcrcand orbital skin yellow. Legs and frtt jellmv; cJawi black. 
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220. Eastern Redlegged Falcon. FiUco uapertinus amurensis Radde 
Fatc9 pesptrtimu w. smurmni Ksddc, 1863, Reisen sfid von Ost-Sibir., 2: 102, pi. I, 
f. 2Xf 2b (Amur) 

Baker, FBI No. 1739, Vot 5: 58 ( »» amirauu) 

Plate 29, fig. 5 and Plate 30. 6g. 5 

LOCAL HAMS. Vootu hegTO (Gachari). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c. 2&-31 cm. (11-12 in.}, 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small, rare migratory falcon. 

Adult (male). Above, slaty grey. Below, ashy grey with deep ferruginous- . 
red vent, tiughs, and under tail-coverts. Distinctive orange-red orbital 
cere and legs. Birds in this plumage easily distinguishable, but rare in the 
migrating flocks. Could casually be confused only with Sooty Falcon (216) 

In flight (somewhat reminiscent of pratincole when hawkii^ insects) dark 
body and black wing-quills contrasting y/iiti grey axillaries and wng lining, 
together with red 1^ and cere, arc diagnostic features. 

Female. Above, including tail, slaty grey barred wth black. Cro^vn dark 
slate; whitish nuchal collar on hindneck; black cheek-stripe. Below, pale 
nifty white with lon^tudinal black spots on upper breast, bars on lower 
breast and Banks; unmarked on Io^ve^ abdomen. Undcr\wng white, barred 
black. 

Young (immature). Like female but upperparts b^o^vncr and scalloped 
with rufous. Below, more heavily barred and broadly spotted. Intermediate 
stages between this and adult plumage common. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. In NE. India evidently partly re- 
sident, but mainly passage migrant. Breeds casually in N. Carbar vide 
Baker, where previously recorded by Hume as disappearing about mid- 
December and reappearing in large numbers about mid-October in the 
following year. Recorded as a regular cold-weather visitor to N. Assam 
(Dibrugarh dist.) and Manipur, and as * comparatively common during the 
rains in E. Bengal ’ (!}. In peninsular India only a through migrant to and 
from E. and S. Africa. Stragglers, ob\aously in transit, observed or 
collected between September and April (autumn and spring passage) in 
the Nilgiris, Carnatic, Nellore, Rajamundry, Madura districts, and once near 
Bombay, Rare straggler to Ceylon; one old record for Nepal (Hodgson’s). 
Apparently sparse wnter visitor to the Maidive Islands (Phillips 1963). - 

Extralimital, * Breeds in Siberia cast of X.ake Baikal to Amurland south 
to Manchuria and N. China to the Tsin-Ung Mountains. Winters in E. 
and S. Africa from Kenya Colony to Cape Province * (Peters). 

- SQORATION. Records such as ‘ a huge flock numbering some thousands 
passing Bcigaum (13®54'N., 74°36'E.) on 24 November (Butler, SF, 

9: 371), ‘immense scattered flocks in Novcmbcr-Deccmbcr in some years 
all along the coast near Karwar* (N. Kanara dist., Mysore, e. 14®30'N. 
lat.) — 'Davidson, JBNHS 12: 16), and of Marge numbers* in the same 
loc^ty in November (E. H. Ailkcn, MS), suggest that the bulk of the 
migration betvkreen NE. India and E. Africa — at least in autumn — takes 
place across the Indian Ocean from somewhere in this area in a coUdmung 
NE.-SW; trend. It is a regular winter visitor to East Africa (Nyasaland,. 
now Malawi) arrivingDcccrabcr/mostabundantJanuary-Fcbruary, leaving ' 
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again March (Benson 1951, Ibis, 93: 467-8). Significantly there seem to 
be no records in NW. India, and none cither from the northern Arabian 
Sea or across in Sudan or Egypt, thus supporting the hypothesis that a 
large proportion of the migrants traverse southern peninsular India in a 
NE.-SW. trend. However, from a flock of about 100 encountered by him in 
April near Mecca (c. 21®26*N., 39®49'E.) Meinertzhagen is inclined to 
believe that some mass migration almost certainly takes place over Arabia, 
at least in spring, when also incredible numbers pass north in central 
Kenya, possibly veering east^va^d somewhere about the Equator. Many 
observed by him and SA (presumably this race) migrating northward with 
Lesser Kestrels in N. Afghanistan, 24 April {Ibis, 1938: 701). 


Ftfco rtMptrthus vmurenth 



GENERAL HABITS. During migration stop-overs keeps in large flocks, or 
swarms, of several hundred (or thousand) strong, often in company wth 
Lesser Kestrels {Falco naumanni). The birds mill around in the air at sunset, 
diving and darting at winged insects some 50 to 100 metres above open fallow 
or grazing land, occasionally descending to skim along the bushes, or settle 
on trees in clusters. Roosting in like manner after dark, preceded-by a good 
deal of circling around the foliage canopy in the manner of bec-caters. 
Sometimes hovers like kestrel when hunting. Said to be very good eating, 
and much prized by Cacharis, as well as in East Africa. 

FOOD. Locusts, grasshoppers, beetles, winged termites, etc. hawked in 
the air; sometimes picked off the ground in a swoop. 

VOICE and calls. A shrill screaming accompanies the scttling-in process, 
continuing more or less tlirough the night. 

BREEDmc. Mainly extralimital; casually in N. Cachar. Season, April- 
May. H'est, of sticks, usually a disused one of magpie etc., in trees in open 
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groimd, oflen round a village. Eggs, 4 to 6, in appearance like eggs of 
<»mmon Kestrel with all its variations : creamy to brick-red in ground colour, 
lightly or densely speckled and smeared with deep blood-red or blackish 
red. Average size of 50 eggs 35 -8 x 28*9 mm. (Baker). Both sexes incubate. 

Mcseuv Diagnosis. Second primary (as.) longest; hi longer than 3rd. For 
details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. Nominate rapertinus Uiffets from arnurams 
in male having the axillaries and imdcr wing-coverts white contra dark slaty grey; 
in female having the crown and nape dark-streaked rusty brown contra dark slate. 

uzASUREwerm Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

<?'9 230-246 16-18 28-33 124-131 mm. 

FLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BiU fleshy red, paler and ycUower 
blackish at tip. Orbital skin and cere, orange-yellow — redder during 
breeding season. Legs and feet orangc-ycUow to orangc-rcd ; daws pale fleshy homy. 


22 1 . Lesser KestreL FaUo naumanni Fleischer 

Falco naumanni Fleischer, 1818, in Laurop & Fisher’s * Sylvan Jahrb. for 1817-18, 
p. 174 ( scarce visitor to southern Germany and Switzerland *) 

Falco ccnckris vur. pekinensis^ Swinhoc, 1870, Proc. Zool. Soc, London: 442 '' 

(Near Peking, China) 

Bakc^i FBI No. 1745, Vol. 5j^ 66 
Plate 29, fig. 4 and Plate 30, fig, 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SEE. Pigeon 4:; length c. 34 cm. (13 in.). 

FELD CHARACTERS. A Small dainty, rather gregarious migratory falcon. 

Male (adult). Above, head, neck, lower back, rump, and tail ashy grey, 
the last svith a broad black subtcrminal hand and ^vhiCe tip. Alanflc un- 
spotted vinous brick-red, brighter looking than in Kestrel. Below, pale to 
deep rufous with round black spots on, breast and flanks; absent in old birds. 
In overhead flight very pale wings md tail \vith black borders diagnostic. 

Female. Above, pale rufous, cross-barred with black. Below, pale vinous- 
buff densely streaked on breast and ,spotted on abdomen -with blackish. 
Indistinguishable from 9 Kestrel (q.v.) except on a clear view wth bino- 
culars when whitish, instead of black, clasvs diagnostic in all phases. 

Young (immature). Like 9 j but generally grevish on head and greyer 
on tail. 

^ CTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABiTAT.Status Uncertain. Apparently rare winter 
"'ore correctly an irregular through passage migrant to 

. -^^ca Iec Rc^egged Falcon, a few stragglers remaining behind. Sight 
recortu and specimens obtained be tw’cen 'November and April as follo>vs: 
^njab (Ambala, Delhi), U.P. (Lbeknow), Bihar (Dinapur), Orissa 
(Bal^re), Bengal ^Calcutta), Assam (Dibrugarh, N^a Hills, NE. Cachar), 
Mampur, Maharashtra (Sholapur c. 17®43*N., 75°56'E., * flock of several 
hundred*; Ahmednagar r. 19®8'N., 74®48'K, ‘flock r. dozen* — both 
in January (C. S; Davidson), Madras (Coonoor — Nilgiris), Maldivc 

* For dropping subspecies see Ripley, Sjn»psis, 2nd edition. 
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Islands, December (* probably an annual winter visitor * — Phillips 1963). 
Affects open savannah country and cultivation. 

ExiTolimital. * Breeds from Turkestan casrivard to Manchuria and N. 
China, exact limits not known. Migrates to India and occasionally to E. 
Africa * (Peters). 

MIGRATION. Large flocks, obviously on mass migration, observed in Orissa 
and Deccan during January. No other visual or ringing data. 

GENERAL HABITS. Very similar to Kestrel (222), q.v., but much more gre- 
garious. Hovering very dbtinctivc. Carries body raised 45” instead of hori- 
zontally as kestrel, beating wdngs backward and forward instead of up and 
down (Mountfort 1962, Portrait of a River: 118). A large (minatory?) 
swarm of 3004- birds observed by SA on 8 January (1950) in Orissa (Bal- 
asorc c. 21®30*N., 87”0'E.) preparing to roost at sunset in a lone leafy 
tree standing amidst fallow fields. Flying in a rabble around the foliage 
canopy like bee-eaters before retiring. Perching thickly like s^va^Iows along 
adjacent telegraph >vircs looking remarkably like house crows in distant 
silhouette in the falling dusk. Not known whether tlie swarm moved on next 
day, but for several da>’S subsequently odd birds w'ere met svith scattered 
far and svide over the surrounding country. 

FOOD. Mainly insects; perhaps more insectivorous than Kestrel. Stomachs 
of specimens examined were crammed exdurivcly with grasshoppers 
(Orthoptcra), beetles (Colcbptera), and mole-crickcls {Gijllotalpa sp.). 
Once a centipede {Scolopendra), 

vpicE and calls. Not recoded. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Nests in holes in walls of buildings etc.; tends 
to be colonial, several pairs nesting close to one another. Also utilizes old 
stick-nests of crows or magpies. Eggs, 3 to 5 smaller and richer-rolourcd 
replicas of those of Kestrel. 




Wng forrmila of (A) Keitrcl {Felco hRwmt/ai). Outer viriblc primzria : 
ixt aad 2cd sot^ra os inner web and 2od and 3rd e mar ^ i aatrf on 
outer; fit alwayi considerably shorter than 3rd. (B) hcacr Kestrel 
[Fein eeanaen). 2nd not notcied on inner web, 3rd not enarginated 
on outer web, 1st urually looker and only occ ac cnally iborter than 3rd. 
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Moizvu Diagnosis. DifTen from Ke5frel in wing formula (see diagram) ; in 
male having the bnck*red mantle mspcltei^ and lores and feathers next the btU 
rufous p. white or cr«uny white. Claws in both sexes psU jrellcto instead of black- 
Nbmfnatc race fteumanm (Europe, "W. Asia) usually has less grey in median ^d 
lesser wing-coverta, but this character variable. For details of plumage see Balder, 
(oc. eft. 

uzASTnuEtfErm Wing 

^9 222-244 

Two adults measured in the flesh: 


V 


250 

241 


Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(from feather.) 
16-17 

c. 32-35 

142-156 mm. 

flesh: 

(from sktili) 

20 

34 

161 mm. 

20 

34 

146 inm. 


Both in body moult and very fat, 8 January (SA). 

COUQURS ov HAM. FARTS. Jris dccp browTi. Bill bluish horn, ycUowdsh at b^e, 
blackish at tip; cere and orbital skill orange-yellow. Legs and feet bright chrome 
yrilow; daws paler. 


Falco TimtuNcm.us litmacus 

Key to the Sabapectes 


Colour of upperparts paler. F. t. iinnuMiltu 

Colour of upperparts richer, more brick-red F. t. cbjurgatus 

^ 'U'ppCTp&sts dvsVes, VseviU.v basted F. t. 
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222. Eoropeon SestreL Falco tirmimculus tinnunculus Linnaeus 

Fako Tvmtmadus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, 1:90 
(Europe, restricted type locality, Sweden, apud Hartcrt) 

Baker, FBI No. 1740. Vol. 5: 61 
Plate 29, fig. 6 and Plate 30, fig. 4 

toOAi. NAKSS. AVarpBfttf, KoruitiOt KhemuHat J^atztnak o', Aerei 9 (Hindi); 
ThpndSdS rmxcfd gSddi, Thondila doshi gddu (Telugu) j Tin^ kji (Lepcha) ; ChenpuUtt 
(Malayalam). 

SIZE. Pigeon ±j length c, 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FZEZJD CHAhACTERs. A small, slender falcon ivith pointed wings and rarhor 
rounded tail remarkable for its habit of hovering stationary in one spot for 
many seconds at a time — ■ ‘ hang^g in the air *. 

Male (adult). Above^ crown, nape, and sides of neck ashy grey finely 
streaked with blackish. A blackish cheek-stripe. Mantle bright brick-red with 
pear-shaped black spots. Rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail grey, the last 
tipped with white and tvith a broad black subtcrminal bar. Below, vinous-buff 
streaked on breast and spotted on abdomen and flanks with blackish. 

Female. Above, including crown and nape, pale rufous, cross-barred on 
back with black. Rump and tail normally tinged vriih grey. Below, paler than 
in male and with the markings denser and browner. Also slightly larger. 

Young (immature). <?> like 9 , but soon acquiring a good deal of gfey 
in tail, and grey rump and upper tail-covcrts. (Completely blue-grey tail at 
e. 15 months* moult — Ticchurst.) 
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STATUS, cisTWBunoN and habitat. Breeds in W. Pakistan (N. Baluchi- 
Stan, NWF. Province, Punjab) and India in the W. Himalayas (Ladakh, 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh) between r. 700 and 3300 metres alt. Com- 
monly observed (non-breeding) above trec-liitc up to c. 5500 m. No direct 
evidence as yet of breeding in E. Himalayas or Assam. If fo\md, radal iden- 
tity will need establishing. Winters throughout both Pakistans, Nepal (up 
to at least 2700 m.) and all India — plains and up to the highest peninsular 
hills — its numbers vastly augmented by cxtralimital migrants, and over- 
lapping with the other races. Also winters in Ceylon, Andaman, Laccadh-c 
and Maldivc islands. Affects open grassland, hill and plain: also cultivation 
and semi-desert, 

Bxtralimttal. Also breeds in the Palaearcdc Region, in Europe roughly 
from betsveen latitude 60° and 70°N. and cashvard through the Ural 
Mountains and W. Siberia to Tarbagatai and Altai; southward to N 
Africa and cast through most of W. Asia to Mongolia and the Amur. Winters 
south of these areas including the Indian subcontinent. 

MioRATiOH. Seen in the plains (non-breeding localities) in winter, be- 
tween Septcmber/Octobcr and March/April. No ringing or other precise 
data. Visual records of earliest and latest dates of arrival and departure 
vitiated by uncertainty in racial identification. In N. Baluchistan (Chagai) 
northward migration (of nominate race) observed in progress in April 
(Christison, JBNHS 43: 484); near Kabul and in N. Aighanistan (race?) 
between 13 April and II May (Meinertzhagen, Ibis 1938: 702). From the 
fact of singje birds (samt m^viduak’^ frequently found in the 

selfsame spots winter after winter — c.g. a particular niche or cornice in a 
ruin — - the species probably ‘ home true * to its winter quarters. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually met with singly in well staked-out feeding 
territories, perched on the sellsamc mound, bush or telegraph pole day afrer 
day on the lookout for creeping prey, bobbing its head up and down to 
focus on some movement in the grass, pouncing to the ground from time 
to time and returning with the victim to its base. But the kestrel’s most 
characteristic method of hunting, in wWch it surpasses all other birds of 
prey employing similar tectics, is its hovering. As it quarters its feeding 
territory, 30 metres or so above, the bird suddenly stops dead in its flight 
face to wind, poising stationary in mid-air for many seconeb at a time on 
rapidly vibrating wing-tips and fanned-out tail to investigate the ground 
below. On further suspicion the bird drops a step lower, finally poundbg 
silently on the quarry and bearing it away in its daws. In a strong headwind 
seems to enjoy remaining effortlessly suspended aloft, as on some invisible 
wire, for minutes together (once timed 5 minutes -f , SA) >vith no move- 
ment except an almost imperceptible spreading and narnnving of the tail 
and tilting of wingtips, the bird often drifting backwards with the current. 
In hovering flight body held horizontally, not tilted to wind as in Lesser 
Kestrel, q.v. In the breeding season pairs engage in spectacular aerial dis- 
play around their nesting cliffs, stooping and darting at each other, zooming 
upward with the wind currents and eddies, and hovering prettily on vibrating 
wings (quite distinct from nonnal hovering) to the accompaniment of a 
shrill kt^kuki or tit , . . wee. 

FOOD, Chiefly insects, frogs, lizards, small rodents, and rarely nestlings 
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or small birds. Specifically recorded: locusts, grasshoppers, mole-crickets 
(C^lhtalpa), hectics (Colcoptcra), winged termites. Above tree-line in Garh- 
wal (c. 4500 m. alt) mainly a single grasshopper (Aruiptjiguj sp.) and a lizard 
(Larerta sp.). Birds: crag martin [Hirunda rupestris), %varbicr [Scotocercc 
in^ieta), painted bush quail (Cotumix and lark (sp, ?). Mam- 

mals: field mice, voles {Microtus spp.). 

VOICE and calls. As above. No others recorded in India. 

BREEDING. Seoson, in the W. Himalayas April to June. Jfest, of twigs, 
roots, rags, and rubbish placed in a hole or crevice, or on the ledge of an 
inaccessible cliff; rarely in the wall of a ruined building. Occasionally a 
disused nest, c.g. of magpie or crow, utilized. Eggs, 3 to 6, oval, pale pinkish 
or ycUowbh stone-colour, profusely speckled and blotched with various 
shades of red. Average size of JOO British eggs 39*73 X 3h77 mm. 
(Witherby). Baker gives for 68 eggs (apparently this race and infrrstinrlus 
mixed) 39*3 X 31*6 mm. Eggs laid at least at two-day intervals, some- 
times three and even four incubation period 27-29 days (Witherby), 
Both sexes incubate, but chiefly female. 

Museuh Diagnosis. Differs from l.e33er Kestrel in wing formula (see diagram 
under 221). Brick-red mantle of male spotted with black. Qaws blcuk in both sexes 
». pale yellow. For details of plumages see Witherby 1939, 3; 28-31 ; Ba^er, Joe. oil, 
uzAsuRZUEim of nonunate European birds 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from cere) 

230-252 13-15 37-41 150-173 mm. 

9 9 235-267 — _ oun. 

OVitherby) 

Of Indian specimens including breeding birds from W. Himalayas: 

(from skull) 

23 231-258 19-22 36-46 154-I7Snxm, 

17 9 9 241-270 20-22 36-43 158-183 mm. 

(SA,KW) 

ooLOUsts or BARK FARTi. IHs brown. Bill slaty blue, black at tip, yellow at gape 
and Imc; cere and orbital skin yellow. Legs and feel yellow to orange-yellow; 
claws black. 

223. X^tt HimalAyan Kestrel. Faleo tinfiunruJus inierstinetus McCldhmd 

Faleo initrsfvietxu McClelland, 1840 (1839), Proc. rool. Soc, London, pt. 7: J54 
(Assam) 

FoUo tiflfue^nduJ Japorinuu Hcehunt, 1929, Bulk Brit. Om. Q., 50:10 (Newname 
farFelee tirmtnadusjeptmiats Tcmminck & Schlegcl, 1844 wSicbold, Fauna Jap., 
A^’cs, 2, pi, 1 end IB (Japan) nee Fako japc^ais Gmclin) 

Baker. FBI No. 1741. Vol. 5: 62 
Plate 12. Tig. 5 

local nauzs. As for 222. 

SIZE. Same as the European Kestrel. 

tteld characters. Indistingimhable from European Kestrel with cer- 
tainty in winter when thdr ranges overhip. See Museum Diagnosis. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Status uncertain. Only circum- 
stantial evidence of breeding in Eastern Himalayas and hlUs south to 
Manipur. Breeding birds from NW. Himalayas, assigned by Baker as 
intmlmdus (J^idificalion, 4; 41), shown by Ticehutst {IhU 1923: 262) and 
Whistler (JBNHS 38: 420-1) not to differ from nominate race. Therefore, 
as picsently known, only a winter visitor to the Eastern Himalayas (west at 
least to Nepal); Assam, Manipur, E. Pakistan (Sylhet, Chittagong), eastern 
India (Orissa), S. India (Coimbatore, Kerala). Also to Ceylon, and Anda- 
man Islands (Biswas). But dispersal and numerical status imperfectly 
known due to great variability in the species, difficulty of discnminalion 
and wide overlapping of the races in winter. » * « 

ExtralimitaL Breeds in Japan, NE, China, SE, Tibet, cast Centm 
and Szechuan. Winters in India, Burma, (Indochinese countries?), SE. 
China. 

GENERAL HARTTS, FOOD, VOICE. As in 222. 

BREEDING. Chiefly cxtralimital, but said to breed in Cachar, Assam 
(Baker, JBNHS 1 1 : 404). Nest, eggs, etc. as in nominate race. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race in both lexcs b^g more 
heavily barred above. Also has a bright foxy red phase not fotmd in F. t. tinmmatlss. 

MEASUREMENTS. Tbc range covers that of the nominate race. Three recent ipeci- 
mens from Nepal and Sikkim measure: 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

2 t?c? 235-252 20-21 

1 9 260 22 ' 

Weight 3 cTt? I73-IS5, 1 9 150 gm. (BNHS). 

COTXIURS O* BARE BARTS. As IQ 222. 


Tamts 

Tail 

__ 

153-169 rom. 

41 

179 rom. 
(BB, SA) 


224. Indian Kestrel. Faleo tinnunculus ohjurgatus (Baker) 

Cerehuis tinniaicutus ohjurgatus Baker, 1927, Bull. Brit. Om. Q., 47; 1CH> 
(Ootacamimd, Nilgiris, S. India) 

Baker, FBI No- 1744, Vol. 5:65 

LOcAx. NAMES. As for 222. 

SIZE. European Kestrel i. 

FIELD CHARACTERS.' like thc Europcan Kestrel (222) but slightly smaller. 
Both sexes more brightly and richly coloured generally, \rith very rufous 
underparts. Not always distinguishable from other races. See Museum 
Diagnosis. ' 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Brccds in thc Western Ghats complex 
from Khandesh south to Kanyakumari, including tlie Nilgiri, Palni, and 
associated hills; thc Shevaroy Hills and possibly other portions of tlic Eastern 
Ghats. Breeds also in Ceylon (hills of thc Central Province). Winter dispersal 
not properly known. 

general JiAurrs, food, voice, etc. As in 222. 

isREEDtNO. Season, January' to March in thc peninsular hills (e. 1200 
2500 m.): March to June in Ceylon (c. 1000-1440 m.). Ji'est, a sketchy pad 
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of straw, etc, in a deft or hole in a predpitons cUff, usually inacccsublc. 

3 to 6, indistinguishable {rom those of the nominate race, q.v. 
Average size r. 38 x 30 mm. (Baker). 

Mu^xjh DiAOKOsa. Adult d difien from the nominate race in the upperparts 
being a deeper more foxy brick*red, lacking the characteristic faint grey wash or 
bloom. Top cf head duller, darker grey, or even streaked rufous^brovk-n as ifi 9 • 
Grey tail txsxtally faintly barred. Underparts well tinged with rufous, the markings 
on central flanks of a somewhat different character. Adult 9 richer brick-red 
above, heavily barred. Underparts differ from nominale race in same way as in d • 
UZA5VRZUZKTS. 

Wms Bm Tail 

(from skull) 

16 cfc? 221-242 ' r. 21-22 145-163 mm. 

17 9 9 234-258 c. 22-23 145-175 mm. 

^ ' (SA, H\V) 

coLOUas or bajiz parts. As in 222. 
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3a. Rednecked Grebe. Po'/ifr/ugrfrngmj (Boddaert) 

Coljrnbm gnsegrto\m] Boddaen, 1783, Tabl. Planch. Enlum.: 155 
fNoIocalitv*. France. \Vithcrby 1912)' 

Plate 1, fig. 5 

SIZE. Domestic duck— ; length c. 45 cm (17 in.). 

FIELD CH.^^CTERS. ' In winter grey and white, rather similar to Great 
Crested Grebe (3) . Distinguished from it by smaller size, thicker neck, absence 
of white eye-stripe, black of crown extending down to eye le\'el. Sides of head 
dusky grey diffusing into white of throat and breast, the nvo colours not 
sharply demarcated as in 3. Base of bill yclIoAs*. Sexes alike. For summer 
plumage see Wllherby, 4: 93. 

STATUS and distribution. Rare (?) winter xisitor. Sight-recorded twice in 
Pakistan — Bahawalpur, Januarv 1967 and Salt Range, September 1967 
UBNHS64:553;65:773). 

Extralimilal. Breeds in the northern Palacarciic; winters south to the 
Mediterranean, N. Africa and Iran. 

37a. Western Purple Heron. Ardea purpurea pinpurea Linnaeus 

Ardea purpurea Linnaeus, 1766,Sysi. Nac.ed. 12, 1: 236 
(‘Oricnie’, restricted to France) 

CH.\R.ACTERS. Differs from mani/wtf in being darker, moreslat)' less grc>ish 
on scapulars and mantle. Elongated feathers of crop more buffy.’Underparts 
more \ariegated with chestnut. Field identification difficult. 

ST.NTU.S. DISTRIBUTION and H.vBiT.KT. ^Vintc^ Visitors to Pakistan (BalucW- 
slan) — Ticehurst, JBNHS 32; 91, Christison, ibid. 43: 486. 
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4 General plumage cinnamon-brown. Wing- and tail quills blacUsh. 

Head and neck downy, buff. 

In cttrhicdfiight: Body cinnamon, streaked darker. Under 

wing-co\-crts cirmamon; rest of wings blackish FuUtjus 


202a. Andaman Dark Serpent Eagle. Spilomis elgini (Blyth) 

//d^nfltornue/gmxBlyth, 1863, Ibis; 11 8 (South .Andaman Islandjr 
Plate 20, fig. 12 and Plate 21, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAME. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. Kite — ; length r. 50 cm. (20 in.) . 

field CHARACTERS. Like .196 but much smaller and ver>' dark chocolatc- 
browTi both above and below. Chin and throat blaci^h, rest of underpans 
largely ocellated with white but without adjoining black spots. 

Young (immature). Head white, with dark centres to feathers of crown. 
Face and throat streaked darker. Breast finely barred with dusk>’ and dark 
brown. Wings more profusely spotted with w’hitc than in adult. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and RABITAT. Common resident. Andaman Is., 
ecologically separated from co-existing 200. Affects inland forest clearings, 
hillsides covered with scattered trees, etc. 


GENERAL HABITS. Largely as in 196 and other Serpent Eagles. 


breeding. Unknowm. 




M usEUM D i.«;nosis 

See Held Characters. 



MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


344-368 

36-38 

f. 81-81 

215-241 mm. 



(from fcathcis) 

(once 75) 

(Baker) 


coLOtTLS OF MRz POOS. Iris bright ydlow. Bill pale homy, blinsh homy or fleshy, 
darker on culmen; cere, lores and orbital rc^on lcmon->‘ellow or bright yellow. Legs and 
feet yellow. 
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1 04. Garganey or Bluewinged Teal. Aruis qvnquedula Linnaeus 

MlGR.vnoN. Two recent aberrant records arc; ( 1 ) First-year male ringed in 
Rajasthan (Bharatpur) 14.xu.l971, recovered in Italy (Viterbo, 42^22'N.', 
1 1®37'E-) 25.ui.1973 — c. 7600 km. \\'NW. (2) Adult male ringed in Tamil 
Nadu (Tanja\'ur, 10“18'N., 79^5rE.) 22.U.1971, rcco\-ercd in Nigeria (near 
Kano, 12°(X)*N., 8°30'E.) ?,iu.l973 — c, 7700 km.almost due west. 

128a. An damao Blackcresrted B ara. Avinedn imphotii finAarrnrnrn 

& Grubb . 

Avietda Uuphotes andamanua Abdulali & Grubh, 1970, J. Bombay Nau HisL Soc. 67(2); 

137—8 (^Vrightmyo, South Andaman Island) 

LOC.\L .NAME. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon ±; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FiEiJ) CHAR.ACTERS. Like 127, but with the underparts unbarred. Sec 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and H-ABITAT. As yct knOWTl Only from South 
Andaman Island. 

Ecology unrecorded; presumably as of 1 27. 

BREEDING. On 9 April 1969, when collected, the specimens (a pair) had 
somevvhat enlarged gonads { ^I2mm., 9 3mm.) and from their behaviour 
appeared to be interested in breeding. 

Museum Dkcnosis Differs from 127 as follows: (!) Blackish rufous band on upper 
breast much thinner, (2) this followed by only a single chestnut band in male, and by 
only two bands in female; rest of underparts unbarred, (3) unbarred portion of lower 
breast more intense rufous. 

MF.ASUREMENrS 



U-mg 

Tan 

I 

223 

130 mm. 

I 9 

224 

127 mm. 



(H.4) 


Field key to die commoner l arg e Tultures (adults) 

1 General plumage black. Naked bead and legs red. 

In orerkead flight: Broad m-al white patches on thighs 

2 General plumage greyish black. Head and neck naked, brow-n 

Lower back white. 

In ocerkead flight: Under w-ing-ctw'crts white: rest of wings, 
and body, blackish 

3 General plumage isabcllinc buff, contrasting with black 

w'ing and tall quills. Head and neck naked, black. 

In overhead flight: Body and under wing-coverts isabclUne: 
rest of wings bladcish 
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Order Gallxforues 

(For anatomical details sec Stresemann, 1927—1934, Aves: 

754; Witherby, 1941, 5: 203-9; Baker, 1928, 5: 279-80.) 

Family Meo apodiidae: M^podcs 

Contains birds closdyrdated to the pheasants, jimglefowl, etc. (Fam. Fhasianidae), 
many of svhose natural charactos they share. Remarkable for their reptile-likc 
nesting habits, laying their ^gs in holes in the ground or in scraped-togethermounds 
of sand and humus, lea^dng them to by the heat of the sun and/or decomposi- 
tion of the v^etable matter. Young pan through natal down stage %vithin egg; bom 
with full juvcnal plumage and able tc fly and fend for themselves. Confined ch i efly 
to the Atistralasian Region, only a single genus and spedcs occurring within our 
limits in the Nicobar Islands. 

(For Ontogeny and Evolution of the family see George A. Qait, Jr, 1964, PostiUa 
78; 1-37.) 


Genus Meoapodius Gaimard 

Mtgapodhjs Gaimard, 1823, Bulk Gcn..Umv. Annon, Nouv. Sd. 2: 450 
Type, by subsequent designation, Alegopoduis Jreyarjl Gaimard 
Bill moderate. Nostrils large, oval, longitudinally dongate. Legs and feet very 
large and pow*crful; tarsus in front broadly scutellated. Claws long and straight; 
bimlclaw lon g est. kVings short and rounded; 5th primary (as.) longest; 1st subequal 
with 10th; secondaries as long as primaries. Tail short and rounded; of 12 feathers. 
Sexes alikii. Represe n ted by one species in two races \rithln our limits, only in the 
Nicobar Islands. 

Meoapodius freycinet Gaimard 
Key to rise Snbspedea 

hiler in colour, wing 228-250 mm. M.f. rJeoheriensu 

Darker in colour, wing 215-230 mm. M.f. cibolH 


225, North Nicobar Megapodc, Megepodtus fr^cirM mcoharimsis Blyth 

Mtgapo&a rdeohsrisnns Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 15: 52 
(Nicobar Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 1994, VoL 5: 437 
Plate 32, fig. 18 
XOCAI. KAME. Kcngeh (Nicobars). 

SIZE, Domestic hen — ; length c. 43 cm. (16 in.). 

FIELD cHARAcrEES. A tcrrcstrial brown bird like a jungle-hen with 
conspicuously large feet. Abcv<f including vrings and tail rufcsccnt brov^Ti 

1 1 


2 


^vith an olive tinge, the head 
largely ashy grey wth red facial 
sldn sho\^^ng through. BsloWj chin 
and throatpalcgrcy; rest of under- 
parts greyish browm. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Head 
and neck rufescenl bro^vn like 
back and without the underlying 
red skin showing on sides of fece. 
while. Rest of imderparts rufous 

Resident, Fairly common in the 
Nicobar group of islands lying north of the Sombrero Channel cacccpt 
ChowTa and Car Nicobar where not yet recorded, and Great and Little 
Nicobar occupied by die next race M. f. abbotii, q.v. According to Seymour- 
Scwell (JBNHS 28: 982) occurs (subspecies?) also in the Cocos Is. north 
of the- Andamans, and possibly, on circumstantial evidence, in the Little 
Andamans. These rlaiins need confirming. Affects imdergrowth in dense 
forest fringing the sandy shores of the islands abo\^ spring tide high-water 
mark. 

GENERAL HABITS- Kccps in palis or in fairly large parties or droves of 
adults and young mixed, including quite small chidks, running about and 
feeding in undergrowth like jungicfowl, and calling noisily to one another. 
Partly nocturnal. Is a fast runner, and when disturbed trusts to its legs for* 
escape rather than wings although capable of strong flight. Will sometimes 
take shelter up in the branches of trees like jungltfowl. 

FOOD. Land snails, seeds, vegetable matter, insects, etc. In the stomach 
of a specimen shot on 'Hllanchang I., Hume found sand, fragments of 
quartz, and specimens ot Scarabus pluctus and one otHclicina zei^bori. Of the 
former the largest svas about three-quarters of an inch long and contained 
the animal (SF 2; 72). Newly hatched chicks grew up in captivity entirely 
on termites (JBNHS 12: 21). 

voice and c.\lls. Contact calls: a loud cadding note syllabilized by 
Davison as kuk-a^hik^hik repeated quickly scv'cral times, V. BaU^(SF 1 : 82) 
mentions * a peculiar guttural crow' reminiscent of the croaking of bull 
fiDgs which may be represented by the syllables kioukf kiovk, kokj kck, kok, 
etc. ad vfmitum * 

BREEDING. Seoson^ DOt definite; more or less throughout the year. Akrf, 
a mound of scrapcd-togcthcr sand, leaves and vegetable matter up to 1*5 
metres high and 10 metres or more in circumference usually buUt inside 
forest a few metres from the edge of the sandy shore above high-tide mark. 
Eggs. Number laid by each hen not ascertained. They are long ellipses in 
shape and enormous for the size of the bird, the w'cight of six being more 
or less equal to that of the layer. Colour: some shade of pink when newly 
laid, changing as incubation progresses to dull buff or ochre-brmvn, and 
eventually to uniform dull whitish. Avcragcsizcoffrl eggs 82*6 x 52*3min. 
(Baker). Said to be excellent eating when fresh. The eggs arc laid at inter- 
vals of several days each, possibly by several females in the same mound 
since as many as 20, in all stages from quite fresh to almost hatching, have 



Below, only chin' and forcncck greyish 
brown wi^out any grey tinge. 

STATUS, DISTRIBimON and HABITAT. 


MEGAPODES 
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been dug out from a single mound. Evidently the egg is first deposited on 
the mound and then a hole dug by the parent into which it is rolled and 
covered up to a depth of a metre or metre and a half. The eggs arc incubated 
by the heat generated by the decomposing humus. Period of incubation 
not kno^vn. The fully developed precocious chick kicks itself out of the 
egg and out of the mound like a turde hatchling, and is capable of running 
strongly and fl^g when only a few hours old. It fends for itself independently 
of its parents from the time it is bom. The breeding bioIog>' of this megapode 
is very imperfectly knowTi. It is also not kno^vn whether the bird is mono- 
gamous, or polygamous, or promiscuous. 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL 

Chick (size of quail). ‘Uniform snuff brmvn all over, n'crywhere densely 
feathered, even about the throat and neck, and with the feathers of the forehead and 
back of the neck much longer, actuedlj and not merely relctiulj, than in the adult; 
no bare space in front of or round the eye, no dcN'cIoped, only a large bunch 
of fur-like feathers, but the wngs large, strong, and ^veIl-fo^ned, the bill very short- 
One such bird measured 5 *5 inches [c. 14 cm.] in length and had a w*ing of 4 inches 
[101 *5 mm.] ; tarsus 1*1 [r. 26 mm.] ; bill at front [exposed culmen ?] 0*3 [c. 5 mxn.}* 
(Hume, SF 2: 277). 

USASURCUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsm Tail 

(from feathers) 

0^9 228-250 £.23*5-26 c. 59-68 63-88 mm. 

Weight: cJ'd' 21-34 oz. (595^964 gm.); 9 9 30-36 oz. (850-I02I gm.) (Baker) 

OOLOUSI OF DA££ PARTS, Iris light to dark brown; eyelids red. Sldn of lores, 
rides of head and neck showing through chcrT>'-rcd to bright brick-red or mauve- 
puik. Bin greenish- or yclIo^vish homy, paler along commissure. Legs and feet 
homy, darker in front and more red or brick-red on the back. 

226. South Nicobar Megapode. Megapodius abbatti Obcrholscr 

Mtgop^dim rdcoharifjtsis cbhotH Oberhober, 1919, Proc, U.S. NaL Mus. 55; 401 
(Little Nicobar Island) 

Baker, FBI No. 1995, VoL 5: 439 

LOCAL KASCE. Kmgeh (Nicoban). 

SIZE. About the same as the iasL 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A browD gTOund bird like a jungle-hen with cons- 
picuously large feet. Similar to but somesvbat darker than 225 (sec Museum 
Diagnosis). 

STATUS, DBTRIBUTTON and HABITAT. Great and Little Nicobar Islands 
Ijdng south of the Sombrero Channel, 

GENERAL HABITS, BREEDING, ctc. Not different fium the preceding sub- 
spedcs, 4 eggs each taken from ttvo separate mounds by B. B. Osmastoa 
average 83*1 x 50*8 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Darker than M. f. rdeelarioim above and below, the pri- 
maries espedally bong darker on the outer vrehs and contrasting less with the inner 
webs. 

MEASUREMENTS. ^9 Wing 215-230 mm. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 225. 


Family Phasxanidae : Pheasants, Partridges, Quails, etc. 

Comprises the so-caUcd * Game Birds * whidi have formed a valuable food resource 
for man from earliest times, and of W’hicb the domestic fowl is the most famniar 
representative. The femily is diaractcrizcd by its terrestrial habit with stout unfea- 
Ihcred legs for progress on ground; hind tarsus usually furzmbed with one or more 
pointed spike-like spurs or blunt protuberances, in the male only or in both sexes. 
Hallux or hind tx>e alwajs present eonira Tumiddae (Bustard-Quails). Unlike mega- 
podes, daws short, blunt, and very strong for saaldiing the ground for food. Wings 
short and rounded; first primary (as.) more or less equal in length to the last (10th). 
Contour feathers with wcU-devdoped aflcrshaft. 

The majority lay their eggs on the ground in open scrapes with no or scanty lining. 
Young nidifugous; bora covered with dmvn and able to run about within a short 
time of hatching ouL 

(Important r efe r en ces: 

Beebe, W., 1918-1922, A Monograph of the Pheasants, 4 volt., London 
Delacour, J., 1951, Ihe Pheasants of the ^Verld, London) 


Key to the Genera 
Adult males 


A Feathers of tail, or tail-coverts, w*ith large metallic ocelli 1 

B No ocelladons on tall or tail-coverts 2 

1 Wing over 4B0 mm. Pate 

Wing under 480 mm PoIjpUcbvn 

2 \Mng over 200 mm. a 

Wing under 200 mm b 

a Tail longer than vdng I 

Tall shorter than tving II 

I A fleshy erect comb on the crown Gallns 

No comb or crest but wcIl-devcIoped ear-tufts OossoptHon 

No fleshy comb on crown, no ear-tufts a* 

a‘ Tail slightly longer than wing .b* 

Tail much longer than wing b* 

b* Sides of bead feathered Pucresia 

Sides of head unfeatbered Lephsav 


b* No occipital crest; fint primary longer than tenth 

Syrmaticss 

Occipital crest; fint primary shorter than tenth 


Catrrjs 

II Flumage of males metallic Lophophoras 

Plumage of males not metallic Te t re s p ha ns 

b Tail and wing eq’oal , Tragopen 

Tail longer dian wing. ................................ .Ill 

Tail shorter than wing IV 

III Tan-feathers numbering 14 iLiegbds 

Tail-featbets numbering 20-22 TetraogaHaj 

TV Fust primary shorter than tenth a* 

First primary eqtial to or lo n ger than tenth a* 


Page 


122 

120 


102 

92 


III 

93 

119 

116 

87 

IG 

79 


74 

10 
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rage 

a* Tail-feathers ninnbcring 10 OphsyM 73 

Tail-feathers numbering 14 b* 

b* Spurs on tani Galloperdix 66 

No spurs on tani Bambusicola 64 

a* Size small, wing under 120 mm b* 

Size moderate, wing over 120 mm b*_ 

b* First primary longer than fourth Cotumix 37 

First primary between seventh and tenth Perdietda 44 

b* Tail-feathers numbering 12 Anrnopndix 8 

Tail-feathers 16-18 Perdix 34 

Tail-feathers 14 c* 

c* Tarsus half clad Ltnxa 6 

Tarsus naked d* 

d* Tail less than half length of wing Arborophile 55 

. Tail more than half length of wing e* 

e* Flanks boldly barred AUetorxs 17 

Flanks not barred Franeclimu 20 

Adult females 

A Feathers ofhead bushy, or elongated at crown, nape or ear-coverts. ... 1 
B Feathers of head neither bushy nor elongated .2 

1 Extensive area aroimd eye (other than orbital ring) or side of face 

unfeathered a 

Sides of face feathered b 

a Tarsi partly feathered .Lophophonu 87 

Tani unfeathered , I 

I Wing 300 mm. or over Paoo 122 

Wing under 300 mm a‘ 

a* Tail of 14-16 feathers b* 

Tail of 20-24 feathers h* 

b* Tail exceeds wing by 70 mm. or more Cafrtus 116 

Tail shorter than wing or only slightly longer c‘ 

c* Crown grey Jthaginis 74 

Crown not grey Lopkura 93 

b* Tail with brownish spots or small, ill-dehned, blackish, 

dully metallic ocelli PclypUctron 120 

Ocelli not present CrossoptUon 92 

b Primaries longer than secondaries Puerasia 111 

Primaries same length as secondaries Tragopan 79 

2 Extensive area around eye (other than orbital ring) or side of face 

bare of feathers c 

Sides of face feathered d 

c Wing over 250 mm Teiraogalltu 10 

Wing under 250 mm. II 

II Feathers of hindneck and mantle lanceolate Callus 102 

Feathers not lanceolate a’ 

a* Wing small, 180 mm. or less Galloperdix 66 

Wing larger, 190 mm. or more .b* 
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Page 

b* Rump mottled sandy brown and black Syrmaticus 119 

Rump pale grey Tetreophasis 16 

d Wing under 120 mm Ill 

Wing 120-210 mm.. IV 

III ’ Fint, second, or third primary longest Cotumix 37 

Fourth, fifth, or sixth primary longest a* 

a* First primary equal to or longer than tenth Perdiada 44 

First primary shorter than tenth ...Opfajsia 73 

IV About one-half of tarsi feathered Lmca 6 

Tarsi not feathered a* 

a* Outer primaries graduated b* 

Outer primaries not graduated b* 

b‘ Primaries graduated on inner web only Ammoperdix 8 

, Primaries graduated on inner and outer webs. . . MleeUnis 17 

b* Tail of 16-18 feathers ”, Perdix 34 

Tail of 14 feathers c* 

c’ Tail short, about one-half length of >ving. . . .Arborophila 55 
Tail long, equal to about two-thirds length of wing or 

more d* 

d‘ Third or fourth primary longest Francolinus 20 

Fifth primary longest. Bamhusieola 64 


Genus Lerwa Hodgson 

Lerwa Hodgson, 1837, Madras Jour. Lit. Sd. 5: 300 
Type, by monotypy and tautonymy, Perdix lerwa Hodgson 
Contains a single Himalayan species with no races. Wing short but pointed; 
second primary (as.) usually longest, Ist and 3rd being subequal and only slightly 
shorter. Secondaries comparatively long reaching to within e. 25 zmn. of wing dp. 
Tanus short, feathered for over half its length in front. Tail of 14 feathen, sh'ghtly 
rounded at end. Sexes coloured alike, but male has a well-developed spur on hind 
tarsm %vith somedroes a second incipient one. 


227. Snow Partridge* Lerwa lerwa (Hodgson) 

Perdix lerwa Hodgson, 1633, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, pt. 1: 107 
(Northern region of Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1993, Vol. 5; 433 
Plate 32, fig. 14 

LOCAl. NAMES. LtTwa (Bhutca) ; Jfln,furifl'(Kumaon) ; Quoir or Kur monal (Carhwal); 
Culdbi bhair, Ter tltar (Bashahr) ; BdrJ ka tltdr (Kulu) ; Biju (Chamba) ; Pdrokdt (Hazara), 
SIZE. Partridge + ; length e. 38 cm. (15 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A gTcgarious closc-baTTcd high-altitudc partridge 
with bright red legs and bill. Above^ closely barred black and white. Behw, 
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largely deep chestnut, broadly 
streaked with whitish on abdomen 
and flanks. Under tail-covcrts 
chestnut, streaked with black and 
tipped with whitish. Sexes alike. 

Young (first year). Above, 
mottled dull brown and bully 
white with conspicuous white 
shafts shomng on scapulars and 
innermost secondaries, particularly 
X c. I in flight. Below, mottled pale brown 

and buffy white, with white streaks 
on b; Last and flanks. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident and common though local, 
in a narrow altitudinal zone beriveen c. 3000 and 5000 metres along the 
entire Himalayas from NW. Pakistan through Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan 
to our extreme NE. Frontier. Seldom descends as low as 2500 m. and that 
only in very severe winters. Affects alpine pastures, open hillsides above the 
tree-line covered with grass, lichens, ferns and rhododendron bushes with 
scattered snow patches. Its characteristic facies is less bare and stony than 
the Snowcock’s, q.v. 

Extrelimital, Afghanistan, S. Tibet, W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in family parties of 6 to 8, adults and young, 
or coveys of up to 20 birds or more. When flushed rises silently straight up 
for a metre or two but wth a great whirring and clapping of brings, flying 
away fast and strongly, the covey scattering. Where not much persecuted, 
tame almost to the point of stupidity, allowing themselves to be approached 
and fired at again and again till the entire covey may be wiped out. This 
trait, in conjunction with their palatability, is doubtless responsible for the 
considerable decline in tlicir numbers in parts of their west Himalayan 
range. 

FOOD. Uchen, moss, seeds and vegetable shoots, along witli which a 
quantity of grit is swallowed. Presumably insects arc also taken. 

VOICE and calls. ‘ Breeding call very similar to that of the grey partridge 
of the plains ’ (A. E. Osmaston). A low whistle of alarm when covey ap- 
proached, frequently repealed in a shriller tone when approached doser 
(R. Meinertzhagen). 

BREEDiNa. Season, as so far recorded, May to July. jYest, a scrape on the 
ground under cover of a rock or bush sometimes well lined with moss and 
leaves, at other times practically without lining. Usually well concealed, 
but the cock bird ratlicr gives it by calling and strutting about in its 
vidnity (S. L. Eggs, 3 to 5, or possibly 6, smaller replicas of 

those of the Snowcock — glosslcss pale dear buff or yellowish buff to dirty 
dark grc>'-bufr, findy freckled and blotched with reddish all over. A\'crage 
fizc of 50 eggs 54*6.X 35‘4 mm. (Baker). Period of incubation and share 
of the sexes unknowm. hfalc believed to be monogymous and to assist in 
tending the chicks. 

Mc«um DiACNOSts, For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. du 
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Chick (in down). Abooe, chestnut-brown, a blackish mark down the centre of 
the back and on the thighs. Centre of crown and nape, round the eye, and posterior . 
cheeks velvety black; remainder ofhead, throat and sides of neck toft silvery white. 
Below, pale buff to chestnut buff. ' 

There is a striking similarity in the downy chick to that of the Blood Pheasant 
(IduJginis CTventus). Only in the former the tanus is feathered for hdf its length and 
the bill black; in Ilhaginis the tanus is bare throughout and bill orange-yellow 
(Meinertzhagen, 1927, Ibis: 625 and coloured plate). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus , Tail 

(from feathen) 

t^Q 180-205 18-20 / 38-40 118-138 mm. 

^ ^ (Baker) 

Weight 16 oz. (454 gm.) to 22 oz. (t. 624 gm.) once 25 oz. {c. 709 gm-) “ 

COLOHM or BARE PARTS. Iris browDuh red or blood red. Bill Bright coral red. 
Legs and feet orange-red to deep ted, deepest and brightest in the breeding season. 


Genus Ahmoperdix Gould 

vmpzrJvc Gould, 1851, Bds. Asia 6(3): pi. 4, 5, and teat. Type, by 
lignation, Perdix heji Temminci (Reichenbach, 1853 (1852), Av. Sjit. 2^ 
Tail of 12 featbera, short, not exceeding half length of whig. Wing rounded, 3rd 
4th primary (as.) longest; Ist, 2nd, 5th and 6th gradualed. Taiii strong and 
rly long, without spurs, but male occasionally has a small knob or inapicnt ipw . 
one or both legs. Bill with a distinct cere, brighter in colour than rest ol Bill, 
ztt differently coloured. 


228. Seeaee Partridge. Ammoperdix griseogularu grimgularis (J. F. Brandt) 

Perdix {TueepdirruJ. F. Brandt, 1843, Bull. Acad. Imp. Set. St. Petersb., 

Math. a. I : eol. 365 (Transcaspia and Persb; restricted type locality, Persia cpiid 
Hartert, 1921, V6g. pal. Fauna 3: 1916) 

Baker, FBI No. 1975. Vol. 5: 405 
Plate S2. fig. 13 

LOCAl. MAStts. Sim (Baluchi): Stttte (Sind, Punjab); Ttku (Persian); Kixkie 
(Attock, Campbdlpur). 

SIZE. Partridge — ; length c. 26 cm. (c. 10 in,). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A Small sandy grey-brown, conccalingly " 

coloured partridge. Male. Head and foreneck ashy grc>'. A white band 
from lores through eye and car-cm-'cris cnoj 
ing posteriorly in a rufous patch, bordered 
above and bclmv by black lines. The blaw 
line above (supcrcilium) broader and itreten' 
ing from across forehead backward to nape. 
Outer tail-fcathcfs compicuomly chestnut. 
Underparu pinkish buff, horizontally streak- 
ed on flanks with black and chestnut. 
Orange bill, yellow legs. 
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Female. Sandy grey like male but ^viihout the gre>’ head and black- 
and-white bands, and wth no dark streaks on flanks. 

sTATt's, DETRiBunoN and HAsrrAT. Resident and locally common in 
West Palitan — ■ Baluchistan, NIV. Frontier Pro\Tncc, Punjab (Salt Range), 
and Sind (Kirthar Hills). Aflfccts dr)* stony bare or lightIy«H5crubbed foothills 
up to about 2000 metres elc%*ation (normally much lower), broken up by 
rodcj' outcrops and blufis of sun-baked mud and nullahs and ra\'ines. Also 
the edge of scattered cultivation in the smaller \*allc>*s. - ' 

Extrclhrdlal. Iran to Afghanistan, north to Bokhara. 


Ammoperdix grJtwguIflrh 



Baluchistan often in the karez pits or openings to the underground water- 
channels. More often seen abroad at midday during the cold season. As- 
tonishingly agile on its legs, sprinting a^^’ay at great speed over boulders and 
rough broken ground, fljnng only when suddenly come upon or hard pressed. 
Abundant in the remoter areas and refreshingly tame and confiding where 
not persecuted, often seen running about like domestic chickens on the 
sites of deserted \’illages and encampments whence the herdsmen have 
moved to higher pastures m spring, pecking at horse- and mule-dung for 
food, and dust-bathing on the paths. WTicn flushed on a hillside the birds 
imTinafaly fly do^sTihill, the svings producing the characteristic high-pitched 
squealdng see^see noise, as of a badly oiled bearing, which has given the 
bird its^ name. They provide good sport vvith the gun, but due to thrir 
concealing coloration in the broken terrain they frequent, and the habit 


PHEASANTS, PARTRIDGES, QUAILS U 

Key to the Spedea 

Page 

A L<wer breast and abdomen dark grey T. hhTjdq^fnns 13 

B Ixm cr breast and abdomen « hiie with black streaks T, tiiHarus 1 1 

TETRAOaMiUS TIBETANU3 Gould 
Key to the Sabspeexes 

A Paler and more sandy on the head, nape and back T.i. tiifUvsu 11 

B Darker and. more fijlvous on the head, nape hadt. ............. 

* T. /. eeniraJif 13 

C Darkest, less sandy or fuI\*ous on the head, nape and back 

T. t, aquUordfrr 12 

229. Tibetan Snowcock. Tciroogalius tifitfenas Gould 

TttresgaUus TthtUmui Gould, 1854 (1853), Proc. Zool. Soc. London. pL 21:47 
(Tibet, type from I^idakh) 

Baker, FBI No. 1990, Vol. 5: 429 
Plate 54, fig. 8 

lOCM. KASiES, UtsT vser (Turki): HaUk (Mongol); GcTom (Tangut). 

SEE, Large domestic hen -f-; length c. 51 cm. (20 in-). 

riEi^ CHARACTERS, A stout, dumpy, high-altitude game bird reminiscent 
of a huge, ovcrgrovsTi Grc)* Partridge. Ahovt. Head and neck dark grey; 
sid« of fo^cad, car-coverts, and throat whitCL Back largely sandy grey 
and blac^h grey, finely vermiculated and streaked with buff. Rump, 
upper taB^roverts, and central tail-feathers rufous; rest of tail blackish 
brovsTi v.ith rufous tips. A conspicuous white wing-patch (on sccondancs). 
BtloWf largely white: throat and upper breast unmarked, followed by a grey 
b^d Separating them from rest of underparts which arc broadly streaked 
^ith black, the streaks broadest on flanks and lower abdomen. Reddish 
legs. Sexes only difJering slightly, 

(immature). Above, paler; white supcrcUiuna more conspicuous 
man xn adult, Selcw, chin and thibat vs-hitc; no distinct pectoral band. 
Breast grey mottled with brown and buff. Abdomen and flanks white 
vs-ithout the black streaks. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident in the western Himala)*a3 
Uj^^dakh and Rupshu) up to c, 5800 m. elevation in summer, down to 
Mt^veen 4000 m, and 3000 in. in vs-inier or still lower under heavy snowfolh 
* leinci uhagen (/J£r 1927: 629) never met vs-ith it m the same range ofhills 
in eastern T ^ ad^kh as 7". himalajauis. Affects alpine pastures with snow' 
patches, stony .sparsely grass-covered ridges, etc. above tree-line. 

BxtrcItTriicl, ‘ Pamirs, and W. Tibet Gem Kashgar and Yarkand to 
Nanda Devi * (Peters). 

habits, food, voice and cauls. Not markedly different from 
those of the better knov^m Himalav*an Snow-cock, Tetrcogclhis AcneijyrHtf, 
q.v'. According to F. Ludlow, it has calls of three different kinds: (1) a 
subdued chuckling which gradually becomes louder and louder until it 
reaches a land of cllmay^ (2) a whistle, and (3) aeall strangdy re nunts cent 
of that of the Curlew. 
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of taHng refuge in fisstircs wheil winged, are often difficult to retrieve without 
the aid of a dog. The superiority of thdr flesh over that of the chukor was 
already recorded in the Emperor Jehangir’s Memoirs in the 17th ccntur>'. 

fOOD. Seeds and vegetable shoots, and doubtless abo insects. WWsiler 
found stomachs of specimens folly crammed with the small serrated trefoil-like 
leaves of Trigonella cceulta Del. which grows sparsely in thdr stony habitat. 

VOICE and calxs. A soft chuck-ckuvk uttered as contact note between 
members of a covey. On approach of breeding season male said to call at 
all hours of the day from an exposed rock or suchlike situation, like chukor 
but with a different note (not intelligibly described). The loud onomatopodc 
double whbtlc produced by the wings is wrongly described as its rr»ll by 
Baker. The birds utter an alarm note when flushed which abo needs proper 
description. 

BREEDING, March tojunc, chieflv April and May. a mere 

scrape in the ground, sometimes sparsely lined with grass and a fc\s' feathers, 
dther shdtered under a rock or unprotected in the open. Nests have been 
recorded on the comice of a deserted building and on the roof of a tempora- 
rily unoccupied house ! Eggs, 8 to 16 (once 28 !) pointed broad ovab, 
fairly glossy, creamy w'hitc or ivory-white to pale buff in colour, un- 
marked. Average size of 70 eggs 34-8 X 25-5 mm. (Baker). The male is 
bebeved to be monogamous, but SA has observed a wild cock pajing 
assiduous court to two hens a couple of metres from each other, first 
rurtning round one with the wing on that side drooped and trailing, and 
then round the second female in the same way. Males are pugnacious and, 
in the wild state, fight fiercely in the breeding season. They are, however, 
less prized by fanciers as fighting birds than the chukor. 

Museum Diagnosis. For detaib of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

MEASUREMENTS 




Em 

(firom feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

<?£? 

123-139 

r. 11-12-5 

32-34 

60-68 mm. 

9 9 

123-133 

11-12 

31-33 

59-62 mm. 
(Baker) 


Wright ((?oi) 7 to 8 oz. (c. 198-227 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bright yrilow, orange, orange-brown, dull red, or 
light bnn\TL BUI orange, dusky on culmen, in some orange homy; cere orange or 
orange-red (brownish in non-breeding season). Legs and feet ding>' wax yellow, 
greenish yellow’, or dusky yellow; claws pale brown. 

Genus Tetraogai^lds J, E. Gray 
TetreogaUus E. Gray, 1832, in Haidwickeb IlL Ind. ZooL 2(11), pi. 46. T^pe, 
by nionot>'P>'» Tetrcsgalhts nigtUH^^ E. Gray (not rn/r//f Jardioe & Selbj’) 

= Teireogallus kmslqytnsis G. R. Gray 
Contains the Snow'cocis superficially like gigantic Grc>’ Partridges. IMng rounded : 
first primary (as.) about equal to 6th; second primary longest. Tail wdl graduated, 
equal to about two-thirds of the wing. Tarsus short, feathered at the base and armed 
with a spur. A naked space behind c>'e. Sexes alike or differing slightly. 

Genus confined to the mountains of central Asia from Asia Minor to western 
China. 
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breeding. Season, May to July. Acit and Eggs (4 to 7) as in Himalayan 
Snowcock. Average size of 16 eggs 63*8 X 44*1 mm. (B^er). 

Museuu Diagnosis. For detailed description of plumage see Baker, loc. dt.; 
for coloured illustratioa of chick in down, Meinertahagea, IHs 1927, pi. 15; for a 
note On moult, D. Marien, 1951, Aairr. Mas. Sosit., No. 1518: 18. 

SSEASURiaCENTT 

"Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from featben) 

<f9 255-276 28-32 62-65 170-192 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS or RARE PARTS- Iris hazd. BUI cornelian ^-dlow; nostrUs magenta to 
duH carmine. Orbital region <wange. and fat bri^t pale vermUioa; daws 
bom to orange-vermilion fMeinertzhagen). 


230. Sikkim Snowcodt. Tetresgolha tihelcnas c^zclomfer 
R. & A. Mdnertzhagea 

Te^gcllas tiUisnss cjslcrsfer R. & A Mdnertzhagen, 1926, Bulk Brit. Om- Q. 
46: 99 (Interior of SikHm) 

Baker. FBI No. 1992, Vok 5: 432 

LOCAL NAMES. Hrei-ps (Bhuica); tengno (or kengao (Sooth Tibet). 
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fax, and PXEtu charactem. As for 229. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. The Nepal and Sikldm 
Himalayas to western Bhutan between c. 4500 and 5500 m., descending some- 
what lower in winter. Affects alpir.c pastures and bare rocky sparsely scrubbed 
ridges above tree-line — ^Tibetan plateau country. 

Exirttlimtcl, Adjacent parts ol southern Tibet. 

OEUZRAi. HABITS etc. As in 232, q.v. 

breedino. Not specifically recorded. 

Mumm DiAonoso. See Key to the Subspedo. 

utASURZirCKn, and colours or bare parts as in 229. 

231. Central Tibetan Snowco^ Telraogallus tihetwm cenlrdis Sushkin 

Ttfroogallus tiheUoms centralis Sushkin, I92C, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 47: 37 
(Tang-Ia Pass, Tang-la Range, central Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 1991, Vol. 5: 430 

LOCAL NAMES. Not recorded. 

sttE and FIELD CHARACTERS. As for 229. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Abor and Mishmi Hills 
in the North East Frontier Agency tract, from e. 3500 metres up. Affects 
rocky stony Wllsides, gorges and sparsely scrubbed ridges above tree-line. 

Extralimital, Northeastern and central Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS etc. As in 232, q.v. 

BREEDINO. Season^ April to August, chiefly May and June. J^estf a natural 
or scraped hollow among stones and boulders or under the shelter of a 
rock, usually lined with dead leaves and grass; according to Baker and his 
correspondents * invariably placed on the leeward side of a hill, often within 
a few yards of the crest *. Eggs^ normally 4 to 6, sometimes 7, like those of 
the Himalayan Snowcock (232), apparently somewhat more heavily spotted 
at the smaller than the lai^cr end. Average size of 140 eggs 62*6 x 43 • 2 mm. 
(Baker). Cock believed to be monogynous, not assisting in incubation but 
keeping watch near the nest and giving loud whistle of alarm on approach 
of danger. Two or three hens with their newly hatched broods reported 
joining together in one party. 

Muszuu Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing cf o' 270-280; 9 9 260-270 mm. (Sushkin). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 229. 

232. Himalayaa Snowcock. TetraogaUus himalaytttsu kimalayentu 
G. R. Gray 

Tetrmidtus Himnhymns G. R. Gray, 1843 (1842), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 105 
(Himalaya.). New name for (he bird figured in Jardinc & Selby, 111. Om., pi. 141 
as Lophap/ionu nigilli not L. nigtlli id., op. dt., pi. 76 
Baker FBI No. 1S89, Vol. 5: 426 
Plate 34. fig. 9 

laicAZ. tiAUU. hu(/a, LupUt Btura (W. Nepal); Huinwal (Kumaon); jVr manat 
(hills N. of Mussooree); Lttp (Kulu); Gataand (Chamba) ; G/nmd (Kangra); fioMt, 
Gamkdkor, Bdm ehdkar (Kashmir) ; A'd3k.i>ddrtf or katak.t.adfrem (Petslan, Alghanistan). 
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without a single wing-beat, the wind whining through the pinions. They 
arc noisy birds, continually uttering clucking calls as they feed, and shrill 
cackles of alarm svhen flmhed, as well as on the wing. 

FOOD, Chiefly bulbous roots and tubers, and green vegetable matter 
including grass shoots, along with which a good deal of grit is swallowed. 
Artemisia leaves. Ephedra berries and heads of a rye-like grass (Koclz). 

VOICE and calls. In breeding season cock particularly noisy. He utlen 
a loud prolonged penetrating whistle or pipe of 4 (or 5) notes rising in scale 
and repeated with great persistence from a rock or mound. ^It has rather 
the cadence of the Common Green Pigeon’s call and can be readily imitated 
to decoy the birds. Another call, described by B. B. Osmaston, begins with 
huh, kvk repeated about a dozen times, gradually quickening and rising in 
scale until the last high-pitched notes follow each other so rapidly as to 
remind one of the acceleration of a ping-pong bail '. 

EBEEWNC. Season, April to June. J\'est a scratched-out hollow usually 
unlincd, among stones and boulders quite in the open or under shelter of 
a ledge of rock. Normally on the leeward side of a hill, protected from the 
prevailing wind and rain. Eggs, 5 to 7, rarely 8, fine-textured, broad to 
long ovals, varying from pale yellowish stone to rich reddish butf, scantily 
scattered over with small blotches and specks of red-brown, characteristically 
more numerous at the smalter end. Average size of 68 eggs 65-4 x 45-4 mm. 
(Baker). Incubation believed to be by female alone, period (in incubator) 
27-20 dajs. Incubating female has two brood-patches, one on either side 
between the thighs. ‘ In breeding season females get badly mauled by the 
cock, the crown often being quite bare of feathers and the skin bruised and 
red ’ (Meinertzhagen). Cock evidently monogynous. When courting he 
pursues the hen in a crouching position tvith his tail held vertically in the 
air (A. E. Osmaston). His neck ruff and tail arc expanded, displaying the 
white under lail-coverts prominently. He then walks slowly round the hen 
with lowered head. At intervals he makes a dash for a rock or mound which 
•he ascends, throws his head well back and gives his tviid 5-noted svhistic 
(Meinertzhagen). 

Museum Daonosis. See Key to the Species; for details of plumage Baker, loc.' 
ciLrfor a note on moult, D. Marien, 1951, Amer. Mus. Ptavit., no. 1518: 17. 

Ch ic k (in down). ' Upper parts stone grey richly variegated, with black tips 
and sublerminal pale buff markings, making no definite pattern. Head very pale 
creamy bull, tipped with black and has-ing four black lines from base of byi (J) . 
along the side of the ctdito, (2) over the eye, (3) beneath the eye, and (4) ns 
mopstachial streak, ail more or less blending bcljind the eye and car-coverts. 
Underparts white, greybh white nn breast and flanks. Legs and feet homy yellow 
bill black, iris olive-brown * (Ticehurst). For coloured illustration sec Meinertzbaren 
flit 1927: pi. 15. ' 

siZAStntrsnt.vis 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

cfp 28CL3I2 28-33 C2-«4 173-193 mm. 

(Baker) 

Weight ePc? 4 to 6J lb- (f. I -00 - 3 kg.) ; 9 0 3 to 4 -b lb. (I -38-1 -80 -f kg.l. 

COLOURS or DARE DARTS. Iris hazel; bill olive hom-brown. Legs and feet dull 
r en nilion; post-orbital region vcrmiliori shading to orange (Meinertzhagen). 
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SIZE. Large domestic hen -b; larger than 229. Length of o' c. 72 citj. 
(28 in.). 

FIELD OHARACTEBS. Like 229, reminiscent of a gigantic Grey Partridgq 
largely grey, white, chestnut and black streaked and vermiculatcd plumage. 
The white throat, separated by a broken chestnut collar from the dark grey 
underparts, and white under tail-coverts, are diagnostic points. In oto- 
head flight against a bright sky, trailing edge of wings translucent white. 

STATUS, DisTEtBtmoN and SABiTAT. Resident. Western Himalayas — 
Kashmir, L.adakh, montane Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal, Kumaon, 
western Nepal — between 4000 and 5500 metres altitude in summer, 
descending to 2400 m. or lower in severe tvinters. Like the Tibetan Snowcock ' 
affects steep alpine pastures near the snow line tmd bare stony ridges above 
the limit of tree growth. 

Exlralimilat. Tian Shans, Pamirs, and eastern Afghanistan. 



OENEEAL HABITS. .Usually keeps in pairs, or parties of 3 to 5, though 
coveys of over 20 birds frequently observed. The birds shoot dotvn the 
hillsides in the early morning to drink, and slowly work their way upwards 
feeding as the day warms up, scratching the ground and digging vigorously 
with their stout bills. They hardly ever fly uphill or flap their 'rings in flighi 
except just before alighting. When alarmed the bird invariably runs uphill 
with a waddling goose-like gait, its coloration blending to perfection with 
the barren environment. The partly erected tail is jerked now and again 
in the moorhen manner, flashing the 'vhite under cqverts. It mounts a rock 
before taking oif, plummeting at great speed straighfdown a steep hillside 
or round its contours or across a ravine, often travclhng long distances 
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anscELLANEOUS. One of the Jess attractive peculiarities of the Snowcock 
as a game bird is the strong and disgusting stench it often emits 'rithin only 
a couplc-of hours of being killed, possibly due to some food it has eaten. 
This however in no 'vay affects the flavour of its flesh, which is excellent. 
Its high-altitude domicile and the rugged steepness of the ground it frequenU 
call for considerable stamina and soundness of limb in hunting the bird. 

Genus Tetraophasis Elliot 

Telraaphatis Elliot, 1871, Monogr. Phasian. 1 : xix, pi, 21 and text. Type, by original 
designation and monotypy, Lophaphanu absemusj. Vetreaux 

Bill stout; edge of upper mandible overhanging loner. Wing rounded: 4th to 
' 6th primaries (as.) subequal and longest, 4th or 4th aod 5th slightly longer. Pint 
primary between 8th and 9th. A tuft of silky domi-liVe feathen under the wing. 
Tail of IS feathers, rather long, rounded, abojsl Uiree-quarten length of sring. 
Tarsus stout y-of male with one spur, of female without. Otherwise sexes alike. 

Only two forms known, from Tibet and China, of which one enters the fringe of 
OUT territory in NE. Assam. 

233. Pheasant-Grouse. Tetfat^hasis szeefunyii Madarasz 
Tetraophasis Szechenjii^inditTisx, 18S5| T^cjtschr. f. gcs.Om. 2: 50, pi. 2 
(Szii-aiian *= Szechwan or eastern Tibet) 

Not in Balter, FBI 
. Pla^e 54, 5 

LOCAL NAMES. Kwa'fm'a'tlzi 'kvlitig (Tibetan); Htla-we’tza (Chinese). 

SITE. ' Length r. 64 cm. (25 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Urge, plain coloured pheasant of the size and iha^. 
of the Koklas {Fucrasia). Above. Crown brownish grey narrowly streaked 
with black- Hindnccfc and upper baclydarfc brown; lower back and rump 
grey, the feathers narrowly edged darter. Below, Chin and throat nut 
coloured (fawn). Upper breast dark grey, rest of underparts browner grey; 
feathers of lower plumage edged tvitli rusty, and with rusty and chestnut 
spob. Outer tail-feathers with black-and-white tips. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DiSTRmunoN and HABITAT. Common in eastern Tibet, only 
just entering our northeastern border in the Upper Subansiri and Siyotn 
drainage areas of NEFA (the North East Frontier Agency). AfTccb rocky 
ravines with plenty of cover, in fir forest and rhododendron scrub in the 
alpine zone between c. 3350 and 4600 metres altitude. 

Extralimital. ‘ E. Tibet and SVV. Cliina in provinces of Szccliuan and 
Yunnan* (Peters). 

GENERAL HABfTS. Kccps in family parties of 4 to 6 birds. ^Vhcn disturbed 
In forest seeks refuge in trees where it * freezes * and becomes difficult to 
detect, When flush^ in open country where it has frozen on the observed* 
approach, it rises with a whirr of vrings and shoob downhill intirthe ncara^ 
forest with the speed of a Koklas. 

FOOD. Crop contenb examined by Ludlow consisted of small 
bulbs, and green leaves. 

VOICE and calls. According to Ludlow, lias a loud harsh series of notes 
difficult to describe. On the whole a quieter bird than Croisopfilon, which 
inbabib the same biotope and is very noisy. 
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BazEDiNO. Not recorded wthin our litaits, and little kno^sTi. Ludlow 
found rhirfa in E. Tibet in late May, June, and July, and Schafer in August, 
indicating tliat season much protracted. 

[Good accounts from E. Tibet by E. Schafer {Jour, Om., 1934, 82(4): 
49fr-2, and Sonderheft, 1938: 82); also F. Ludlow (TJu, 1944: 382^3).] 
Mcsruii DiAcNCsn. For details of plumage sec Hartcrt, E, 1921-22, Vdg. paL 
Fauna 3: 1E95-6. 


lOAsuancKn 



Wins 

. Bm 

(from feathen) 

Tarsus 

TaB _ 

2 tfe? 

216-226 

32-34-5 

— 

142-151 mm. 

3 V9 

203-221 

28-5-32 

51 (1) 

123-133 mm. 



(R. M. de Schauensee) 


COLOURS or BASIS PAR.TS. Ixis chestnut^bfown. Bill blackish. Legs and feet reddish 
brown. 

Genus Alectoris Kaup 

JdaUm Kaup, 1829, Sldzz. Entw.-Gcsch. Eur. Thicrw.: 180, 193. Type, by mono- 
typy, Perdix petrosa auct. not of Gmclin = Per£x hcriera Bonnaterre 
Contains partridges of moderate size with red legs and almost xiniform upper 
plumage, but wth the flanks boldly barred with black. Wing short and roxmded : first 
primary (as.) cqtial to 5tb or 6th; 3rd primary longest. Tail of 14 feathers slightly 
rounded, eqxial to about two-thirds length of wing. Tarsus long and well devdoped; 
armed in male with a spur. Otherwise seres alike. 

Genus well repre sented throughout Europe, N. Africa and W. and C. Asia. 

Azectoris chukar‘ (J, E. Gray) 

Key to the Snbspedea 

Page 

A Paler everywhere, above and bdow. -ri- c. pdUscens 18 

3 Darker 1 

1 Crown conspicuously red-brovkTx; pinkofupper back very bright., .. 

i4. f. konciakon 17 

Cnm-n not so conspicuously red-brown, and pink of upper back 
duller -d- c. daikar 18 

234. Persian Chnhor. AUcloris ckukar horovutkovi (Zarudny) 

Caeeehis kakelik Jbroriabrx Zarudny, 1914, Om. hCtt. 5: 55 
(Mountains of Birdjan, eastern Persia, Persian Baluc h is t a n) 

Bakw, FBI No. 1973, VoL 5: 404 

LOCAL NAME. Kohk (PcTsian, Bdudu). 

SIZE and FIELD CHARACTERS. Asof236, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Common in West Pakistan 
(Baluchistan) and Sind (Kirthar Range and outlying spun) between e. 1000 
and 3500 m. elevation. Affects barren rocky hilUidcs and ravines spanely 

».CX.'Wation, G. E, 1962, /KTIW: 353-67; Biclatim 16(1): U-I9. 
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dotvn sides of neck to meet in a gorget, or ‘ necklace *, on upper breast 
enclosing the buffy to glistening white cheeks, chin and throat. Crimson 
bill and 1^. Sexes alike; female somewhat smaller and lacking the spur on 
tanus. 

Young (immature). Dull browiush grey. Upperparts spotted with 
white; underparts dirty b^o^^’n^sh wlute with faint brown ban. Head 
rufcsccnt bro>vn. Tail grey with mottled ban of black and white, the outer 
feathen tinged with rufous. 

(For downy chick sec Museum Diagnosis.) 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Throughout the v,’cstcm 
Himalayas between c. 1200 and 5000 metres elevation, cast to central Nepal, 
exHuding the ranges of 234 and 235, qq.v. Also Punjab Salt Range. Affects 
barren, stony spanely scrub^overed hillsides, boulder-strewn ravines, and 
the neighbourhood of terracc-culdvated river valleys. 

GENERAL HABITS. Normally keeps in parties of 4 or 5 birds to steep bare 
Mllsides with a scanty sprinkling of RubuSj Berberif, and such-like scrub, and 
often in the ndgbbourhood of terraced culdvadon. Coveys of 50 or more, 
adults accompanied by young of the year, are not imcommon in autumn 
and winter when the bii^ descend from the highest levels. Several coveys 
may collect together to drink at the few and far-between springs and water- 
holes in the barren hills an hour or t\vo after sunrise, or to feed in the freshly 
sown wheal and barley fields, gradually working their way up the flanking 
hill-slopes as the day gets wanner. They arc very fast and strong on the wing, 
but the flight is not sustained. When flushed, a covey scatters, the birds 
sdeking to the contours of the hillside wherever possible and invariably 
flying do^vnhiU with great velocity. They afford excellent sport -with the 
gun, but the steep and rugged nature of Ae terrain makes thdr pursuit an 
exhausting business. The only chance of making a decent bag is to get the 
birds driven over in the neighbourhood of the drinking-places where they 
concentrate. They then give a large variety of shots as they swTCp the con- 
tours or hurtle through space high overhead across a ravine from a high 
. spur to lower ground. Dr Tlcchurst records that in a good year three guns 
shot 700 birds in twro monungs in this way in Baluclustan. They arc excellent 
for the table. 

FOOD, Bulbous roots, grain, and green vegetable matter including shoots 
of grass, wheat and barley; also insects, cspedally termites. A quantity of 
grit is al>s'ays taken with the food. 

VOICE and catja. The cock has a rattling gamey crow uttered from an 
exposed rock or other eminence in the early morning and late cverung with 
a particularly challenging ring in the breeding season. It is a loud buckling, 
far-reaching, Kdk~kdk~kdky kawdk^kdky kdzedk~kdk, kdwdk-kdkl etc., reminiscent 
of something between the calls of the Grey Partridge and the Guincafowl. 
To Hume’s car the call sounded as ‘ Fm here, I’m here; who’s dead, who’s 
dead; oh lor, oh lor *. 

An interesting study, ‘ Voice and Sooal Behaviour of the Chukar Part- 
ridge *, has been made on captive as well as wild birds in the areas of thdr 
introduction in the U.SJY (Stokes, A- W., 1961, TTuCerJar 63{2)i 111-27). 
Fourteen different calls have been classified based on thdr association with 
alarm, sodal contact, agonistic, and sccual situadons. The one here described 
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dotted with stunted grass and bushes. Occasionally small numbers in thick 
juniper forest in northern Baluchistan (Ticchurst), 

Extralimital. * Eastern Pcrsia.from lat. 37®30'N. southward ’ (Peters). 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE, CtC. As in 236. 

BREEDING. Season, May-June. JNVjf and Eg^s as in 236. Average size of 
50 eggs 39*0 X 29-3 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspcdcs. Breast gener a lly a clearer purer 
grey than in A. c. ekukar. 

MEASUREMENTS. ^Ving 9 ' 140-156 mm. (Baker); 148-164 mm. (Ticdiurst). 
COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 236. 


235. Northern Chnlcor. AUcloris chukar palUsccrj (Hume) 

CaccaHs pdUscais Hume, 1 873, in Henderson U, Hume, Lahore to Terkand: 283 
(Karbu, Ladakh) 

Baker, FBI No. 1974, Vol. 5:404 

LOCAL NAMES. ChukoT (Hindi) ; Keklik (Turki) ; K6koo (Kashmiri) ; (Pushtu). 

SIZE and field characters. As of 236, q.v. 

STATtjs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident at aldtudes between 
e. 1500 to 4000 metres from about the Wakhan region of A^hanistan (lat. 
c. 37®N.) south through Chitral, Gil^t, and Baldstan to N. Kashmir and 
Ladakh where it merges with 236, repladng it in the drier porfions. Affects 
bare stony hillsides and ra>'ines, zmd the ndghbourhood of terraced cultiva- 
tion. 

ExlralindUd. Eastern Turkestan and Yarkand. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE, CtC. As in 236. 

BREEDiNO. Season, from about beginning of May to end July, hfest and 
eggs os in 236. Full dutch 8 to 14. Average size of 36 eggs 43*6 x 31 *7 mm. 
(Bakcr). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. The palest of the three forms 
occurring in Indian limits. 

measurements. Wing 9 158-172 mm. (Baker). 

colours op bare parts. As in 236. 

236. Chnlcor Partridge. Alectoris cfmkar chukar (J. E. Gray) 

Perdix Chdxa J. E. Gray, 1830, in Hardweke’s IlL Ind. Zool. 1(2): 54 (India. 
No exact locality ^ven but Srinagar in Dehra Dun district, U.P. (not Kashmir) 
accepted as the type locality by Hdlma>T, 1929, Field Mus. Nat. Hist, publ., 
2^oology Scr., 17: 136) 

Baker, FBI No. 1972. VoL 5: 402 
Plate 32, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. ChukcT (Hindi); Kdkoo (Kashmir); Chekru (Chamba). ' 

SIZE. Grey Partridge -f ; length e. 38 era. (15 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A largc slcck and plump pinkish grcy-browTi part- 
ridge with rufous tail and conspicuous rib-like bars on flanks in buff and 
black. A black band running across forehead back through the eyes and 
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fits what is cla ssed the commonest * rally call *. Throughout the year thi< 
rally call serves to reunite scattered birds; during the breeding season it is an 
aggressive call to advertise a dominant male and to repel intruders. The paper* 
also discusses pair formation, courtship, and various behaviour patterns. 

BREEDINO. Season, early April to mid July depending on sdtitude. Kesi, 
a scrape or hollow in the ground imdcr shelter of a rock or bush, or at the 
base of a grass tussock on rugged hillsides. Sometimes without lining at 
other times lined with leaves, bents, and rubbish. Eggs normally 7 to 12, 
but up to 20 have been foimd in a single nest, possibly the product of two 
hens. Pale yellowish or greyish stone colour or cqfd-au4ait with light reddish 
fireckles scattered all over the suriace. Average size of 250 eggs 
43*0 X 31 *412111. (Baker). Believ'cd to be monogynous and most of the 
incubating to be done by the hen. 

Museum Diagnoss. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt.; for suhspedes. 
Key. 

Chick (in down). ‘ A broad band firom Ml over crown to nape chestnut, outlined 
in dark brown; from base of bill a broad creamy white superdUary streak surmount- 
ing a narrow dark bttwn one. On the dorsum a broad median dbestnut band, anH 
on each ride of it a narrow creamy white streak. ^Vings and of thighs girdled 
brown and cream. Undcri»arts creamy grey; a short dark brown moustadiial streak 


from base of bill * (Ticehuist). 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing Bm 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

<J'9 146-180 19-21 

41-52 

78-105 mm. 
-(Baker) 


Weight d'ef 19-27 or. (c. 540-765 gm.); 9 9 13-19 oz. (c. 370-540 gm.) — Hume. 

colours or BARE PARTS. Iris brovsTi, ydlowish or orai^; eyelids (rim) coral- 
crimson. Bin coral red to crimson, dusky on culmen and near nostrils. Legs and feet 
coral red to oimson; claws and spur dusky brown. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Has bccn introduced into cvcr>' state in the U.S.A. 
induding Alaska and Hawaii on a fairly large scale, prindpally since 1935, 
The bird has established itself successfully in ecologically suitable areas 
in 1 1 or 12 of the state. It breeds freely, and under scientific managcmcni 
withstands conridcrable hunting pressure, having now become a favourite 
game bird Tvith American sportsmen. 

Taken young and hand-reared chukor become exceedingly tame, moving 
freely about the house following the inmates boldly attacking strangers 
and stray dogs. Cocks arc highly pugnadous. Chukor fighting is a popular 
public sport on high dap and holidap in NW’. Pakistan and India, and 
considerable wagers change hands over the mains. 

Genus Francolinus Stephens 

Fransalinss Stephens, 1819, in Shaw’s Gen. ZooL 11(2): 316. T>'pe, by tautoa^my, 
Freneslbsts vrdgais St^hens = TVfrcs frencolinss Linnaeus 
Wing short and rounded, about one-quarter to one-third longer than tril: 3fd 
or 4th primary (as.) longest, 5th and 6th a little shorter. Tail of 14 feathen. Legs 

* See another by the same author, * Soroal and agonxstk: beha v io ur ia the Chukar 
Partridge {jCteisris grates) *. AssnsI Btlxsitar 11(1): 121-34. 1953. 
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ftoutcr and longer than in Perdix, furnished wth a spur in the male, sometimes very 
small or rudimentary. Sexes alike in some species, dimorphic in others. 

Genus well represented in tropical Africa and Asia. 


Key to the Species 

A Quills transversely barred or spotted with buff on both webs 1 

B Quilb without trann'crse bars or spots 2 

1 No submarginal buff band on scapulars F. pintodeanus 

Scapulars with a conspicuous buff submarginal band a 

'a Males with chestnut collar and females with chestnut nuchal 

patch F. fraiuolinus 

No chestnut collar or patch F. putus 

2 Breast buff with narrow cross-bars F. pondicerianus 

Breast brown with longitudinal white stripes. F. gularis 


Page 


28 


21 

25 

29 

33 


Francolinus francolinus (Unnacus) 

Key to the Sabspedea 

A Darker F.f. asitu 22 

B Much paler F.f. hmrici 21 

C Darkest of all, >vith much black both above and below 

F.f. fTulancnohu , 24 


FraneoVnus francoJInus 



237. South Persian Black Partridge. Francolinus francolinus kenrici 
Bonaparte ^ 

Francolinus henrid Bonaparte, 1856, CJompt. Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris 42: 882 (Sind) 
Baker, FBI No. 1977, Vol. 5: 410 

LOCAL NAMES. K&ro tllar (Sind) ; Taru (Pushtu) ; d SiyShgioar, ^ SkSiiz (Baluchi). 

SIZE and FIELD CHARACTERS. Asof238, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. West Pakistan — Las 
Bela (?), Sind, Ghitral (to c. 1200 m. alt.). More abundant in Upper Sind 
than in Lower. Affects grass and tamarisk jungle bordering canals and 
cultivation. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of 238. 

BREEDiNo. Season, much protracted: March to May, with evidently a 
second burst from August to October. J/esl and eggs as in 230. Average size 
of30 eggs 39*0 x31*7inm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Both sexes much paler than 238, but with under tail-covcrts 
of male darker chestnut than in F. f. asieu and normally with no trace of barring. 

Chick (in do^vn). * Upperparts pale creamy buff, from base of bill down centre 
of crown a broad chocolate-brown linej a short narrow line behind eyes, a long 
narrow one over the eyes, and one from base of bill below the eyes, brown; three 
hroad parallel b^o^vn lines on dorsum, and a broken one over thighs. Underparts 
cream white; wngs creamy buff, mottled wth bro\vn ’ (Ticehurst), 

This description is of a chick of F. f arabistanieus ( = henrici). 

MEASUREMENTS. Wing o’o' 148-163; 9 9 about 150 mm. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 238. 


238. Indian Black Partridge. Francolinus francolinus asiae Bonaparte 

Franeolvim asiae Bonaparte, 1856, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris 42 : 882 (Asia. 

Restricted to Gurgaon by Baker, 1922, Jour. Bom. nat. Hist. Soc. 28:849.) 
Francolinus franeoUnus parkerae Van Tyne & Koelz, 1936, Occas. Pap. Mus. ZooL 
Univ. Mich., no. 334: 1 (Arsu, Kulu, Punjab) 

Baker, FBI No. 1976, Vol. 5: 408 
Plate 31, fig. 1 

LOCAL NASfES. Kola teetdr (Hindi) ; Tetra, Kolo Utra (Garhwal) ; Kab teetdr (Nepal). 
siZF.. Grey Partridge length c. 34 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A pIuHip, stub-tailcd gamc bird. 

Male. Largely jet black, scalloped, spotted and barred above with 
white and fulvous. The glistening white cheek-patches, chestnut collar, jet 
black underparts with chestnut belly and under tail-covcrts arc further 
pointers. 

Female. more or less like male but paler and browner, with no 

white cheek patches or chestnut collar, only a dull chestnut patch on nape. 
Below, chin and throat huffy white; rest of underparts and flanks wavily 
barred and scalloped black and white. Vent and under tail-covcrts chestnut. 

Young (immature). Like richly coloured female but with the super- 
cilia blackish and cheeks white. Rufous nuchal patch darker. Breast black 
profusely spotted with white. 

STATUS, DisTRiBin'iON and HABITAT. Resident. Kashmir and north^ 
India along the foothills to central Nepal (eastward of which merging wth 
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the darker Assam race melanonolus becomes noticeable), Punjab, U.P., 
Bihar, West Bengal. Roughly south to a line from Deesa (Gujarat) to Gwalior 
(Madhya Pradesh), thence through Sambalpur to the Ghilka Lake in Orissa 
(lat. c. ^O^N.). Up to c. 2000 metres altitude in Nepal and to c. 2500m. 
in the Simla area; normally below c. 1200 m. Affects well-watered tracts — * 
high grass and tamarisk jungle bordering rivers and canals with alternating 
patches of cultivation, especially millets and sugarcane. Tea gardens and 
their environs form favourite haunts in the Himalayan foothills. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly Or In .scattered pairs and parties of 3 to 5. 
Leaves thicker cover to feed in the more open crops and grassland chiefly 
in the morning and late afternoon, sauntering about at the edge of cover 
tail slightly cocked as in the moorhen — a peculiarity seldom observed in 
the Grey Partridge. Rests and roosts in tliick cover of tall grass clumps or 
sugarcane fields and not up in branches of trees like Grey Partridge, though 
often mounting into them for calling. Flushes readily except where much 
harried when it trusts to its legs for escape, running ahead of the hunter or 
line of beaters, breaking cover svith a loud whirr of brings only when near 
the end of a field, and flying away swiftly and strongly with rapid wing- 
beats punctuated with glides. Seldom flics high except when breaking back 
overh^d in a beat, and usually not more than 300 or 400 metres before 
alighting again and continuing to run on. When ^valkcd up >vith a line of 
beaten tlic birds provide excellent sport with the gun. They arc very good 
eating but rather dry to the taste. 

FOOD. Omnivorous. Grass and weed seeds, cereal grains, shoots, leaves, 
tubers, fallen berries and wild figs {Ficus), and lan-ac and insects of all 
kinds, particularly termites and their eggs, and various colcoptcra and 
orthoptera; once a small mouse (Emperor jehangir’s Memoirs); in the 
neighbourhood of viUagcs often also human excreta. (For specific analyses 
of stomach contents sec Mason & Lefroy, 1912, Mem. Agri. Dept. India, 
Entom. Scr. 3: 235-43. Also Faruqi, Gardiner Birtnp et al., 1960, Tour! 
Bom. nat. Hist. Soc. 57(2): 354-62.) 

VOICE and calls. A cheery high-pitched chik (or klick) cheek-cheek- 

kere^kek uttered by the cock from a termite mound, branch or other eminence 
particularly in the morning and evening far into the dusk, but at all hours 
of the day during the breeding season. The call is a curious blend of the harsh 
and the musical and has a peculiar far-reaching and vcntriloquistic quality. 
It is repeated at intervals of 15 seconds or so, several birds answering one 
another from all directions. It has been phonetically rendered in many 
variants, as Shlr-dSrrm-shdkrd.h (* I have milk and a little .sugar *) by the 
Mogul emperor Babar, as Subhan-teri-gudrdl (‘ Omnipotent, thy power *) 
by U.P. Muslims, and as Lehsdn-pidz-ddrdk (‘ Garlic, om*on, ginger *) by 
more doHm-to-eartli gourmets! The spirited call, with neck upstrctchcd, 
ends >vith an up-and-doWn t^Tiggle of the tail. 

BRrxDiNO. Season, \‘cry protracted : Mardi to October, N’arying somewhat 
in different parts of its range, ft'est, a shallow depression scraped in the ground 
and lined wth grass. Pbeed amongst the roots of tall plumed grass tussocks 
and bushes, or in tamarisk scrub, grassland or millet fields, sometimes 
well-concealed, sometimes in absurdly exposed situatioas. Eggs, 6 to 9 
(in Sind usually 4 — T. R. Bell), fine textured, vct)' broad ovals sometimes 
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pointed at the small end; coloured from yellomsh olive to o’”'" 

brown or sienna-brown. Average size of 100 eggs 37-8 X 31 -3 mm. (Baker). 
Cock monog>-nous. Incubau'on by hen alone; penod I&-19 days. 

Muszui. DiAGNOsn. Darker thM F. /. Amrm, paler than F/. mrtoaatar. For 
details of plumage sec Baker, loc. eh. 


measurements 


Wing 


Bill 

(from fcallicrs) 
e. 22-26 


Tanus 


e. 45-50 


Tail 

77-110 mm. 


145-168 

Weisht!?d’'l0^Mm.V2B3-56Ggm.): 9 9 8-17 or. ('• ’ 

Average weight of birds trapped near Delhi m January (1962). 19 S'd' 

(c 482 cm.); 18 99 1 5 oz. (r. 424 gm.) — G. Bump. ... 

COLOUHS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brorvn or hazcl-brmra. Bill bbek or dark homy 
brown; tip of lower mandible whitish. Legs and feet reddUh brown to orange^jt 
or brick-red; claWs black or homy brown. 

Chick (in doivn). Undescribed, but sec 237. 

ikn experiment is currently in progress by the U.S. Govemme^ Frsh 
and Wildlife Service to introduce Indian franeolms “ 
certain ecologically equivalent areas in N. Amcnca. In 
SpS sSfic Lpmt-Wiidlife No. 81, 1964, ^ S 

Revimv of the Black Francolin and the Gray Francolm by Gardiner 
T«ns.t W Biimn is an informative and instructive document.] 


239. Assam Black Partridge. Francolinus francolinus melanonolus Hume 
Francolinus melanonolus Hume, 1880, Stray Feathers 11: 305 
(Sylhet, Cachar, Garo and Khasi Hills, and the Assam Valley) 

Baker, FBI No. 1978, Vol. 5: 411 

LOCAL NAMES. Tetri soTai. Mcchenteri (Assam); Urenbi (Manipur); Deo chtfrtt 
(Cachar) ; Inrui jirip (Kaclia Naga) ; Voh chirree (Mikir). 

SIZE and held characters. As of 238, q.v.; much darker. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Easlcm Nepal, through Bhutan 
duars and Assam, Manipur, and East Pakistan; up to e. 2000 mcira ahdu c. 
Affects the vast stretches of tall grassland on alluvial river banks in the Too - 
hills of the Himalayas, and the Surma and Brahmaputra valle)*s. 

GENERAL KAUm, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 230. ♦ i V f 

BREEDING. Season, April to July/August varying locally with brw ^ 
rains or firing of the grass. Nest, a shallow scrape with a flimsy p.ad of paM 
- and leaves, occasionally quite well made, placed close to an ant-hill or bus 
on the edge of tall grassland or a bheel. Eggs, 4 to 6 like those of the 
race. Average size of 150 eggs 37*0 X 31 *5 mm. (Baker). Some bi * 
bclic\’cd to have two successive broods. 

Museum Diacnosts. See Key to the Siilispecies. Both icxes considerably dar rr 
than F.f. asiae. Male. Above, fealhm centred very dark, almost bleekish hroyrn, 
with the paler edges narrow and dark rufous. iNhitc bam on posterior upperport* 
also very narrmv. Below, the white spots o\*3l instead of round, becoming still 
shaped on lov^'cr breasL Under tail-covcrts unbarred deci> chcsfnuL I e m a 
Breast more heavily barred widj black than in Irwlian birds. 
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Chick (in dov,*n). Markings similar ’o those described for kerrid q.v. * but the 
whole coloration so much darker that one would hardly suppose the tVk O to belong 
to one species * (Tlcchurst). 

MEASUREM EN TS. Wing (J* 9 H3-I55 mm. (Baker). 

Weight o' o’ 10-20 or- (c. 285-570 gnu); 9 9 8-17 o:. (c. 228-480 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 238, but legs and feet vcr>* bright deep red in 
breeding season. ^ 

Francolinus picrrs (Jardinc & Selby) 

Key to the Sabsj>eoes 


Page 

A Paler; bright, pale rufous below F.p. pdtidas 25 

B Darker; dull, earthy rufom below F.p.pictis 27 

C Darkest; hea\'fly marked with black bdosv F. p. xccUorS 27 


240. Northern Painted Partridge. Francoliiius pictus pallidus (J. E. Gray) 

Perdix hphnrui xzr. pdlida J, E, Gray, 1831, w Gray & Hardweke, III. Ind. 

1 (8) : pi. 55 (C)d>-porc — Udaipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 1980, Vol. 5: 414 

LOCAL NAMES. TituT, GiituT (Bombay); Kcla titur (Marathi). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge; length r. 31 cid - (12 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. RathcT like a female Black Partridge. Above^ browmish 
black spotted, scalloped, and finely barred with white. Supcrcilium and 
face pale chestnut. No chestnut collar in male or nuchal pattA in female as 
in Black Partridge. Beloiv^ black heavily spotted with white; centre of 
abdomen and vent rufous. Tliroat chestnut in male, whitish (usually but 
not alwa\-s) in female; otherwise sexes more or less alike, both without 
spurs. 

"WTicn flying away from observer, white-spotted plumage, black outer 
t^I-fcathcrs and rich rufous in the t)'pically cambered wings are diagnostic 
points. 

Young (immature). Like female, with black arrow-shaped marks on 
the pale buffy fianks and lower breast. 

STATUS, DXsnuBuno.v and habitat. Resident, subject to local movements 
governed by food supply and water; spreading out widely in the monsoon 
when both abundant. South of range of Black Partridge in Gujarat (except- 
ing Kutch), southern Uttar Pradesh and northern Madh^'a Pradesh, chiefly 
low and plateau country’. Belie\'cd to hybridize with Black Partridge where 
their ranges meet. On the whole affects drier facies than BlaA Partridge, 
-but better w’atcrcd than the thorny xerophyu'e habitat of the Grey. 

Keeps to undulating grassland and culli\’ation bordered and interspersed 
wth patches of scrub jungle and bushes (such as Calycopleris, Diospyros and 
Z^zypbus) and with vegetation-bordered streams and water channels beuvccn 
the hummocks, 

GEKERAi. HABITS. Almost invariably met with in scattered pairs; some- 
times family parties of parents and 3 or 4 grown yoimg, not in cove>*s. Like 
the Black Partridge active in the early mornings and late afternoons, retiring 


into cover during the heat of the day, except in cloudy, overcast and drizzly 
weather. Shares with Blatk Partridge the peculiarity* of carrying its tail 
partly cocked as it runs about. Is an inveterate skulker and, pardcularly 
where much harried, will frequently squat in cover till almost trampled 
by a line of noisy beaters, breaking back immediately they have passed on. 

often lie low in a bush even, in spite of prolonged and seemingly futile 
beating. Normally rises with a loud whirr of wings, but on such occasions 
will usually sneak out noiselessly when search abandoned, and dash to safety, 
leaving the bimtcr nonplussed. Roosts in trees as well as on the ground in 
forms canopied by arching grass. 

rooD. Cereal grains mostly gleaned in stubbles, weed and grass seeds, 
tender shoots of grass and crops and other gre en matter, berries and drupes 
(c.g. J^izyphus); termites and other insects and their eggs and larv’ae. Around 
villages often also human excreta. A quantity* of grit alwa)*s present in 
stomachs. 

VOICE and calls. Normally more silent than Black Partridge. In breed- 
ing season a high-pitched, rather vcntriloquistic disk . . . chs^k•chgek‘kerey 
very* similar to that of the Black, almost indistinguishable from it, CalL 
from a tree stump, mound, or other elcv'ated station once every* 20 seconds 
or so, frequently for over 15 minutes at a stretch. Usually answered by* 
another bird in the distance. After a bout of challenges from one perch, 
flics off to another 50 or 100 metres away* for a further session, returning 
thereafter to the ori^nal stance or to a tldrd one in the neighbourhood to 
resume calling; thus doubtless efTcctiv’cly* patrolling its breeding territory*. 
^Vhen calling the neck is merely* stretch^ up and forward (not vcrrically), 
this unaccompanied by any drooping, expanding, erecting or jerking of 
wings or tail, ^\^lethcr female also calls, as asserted by* some locals, unproven, 
but two calling birds in breeding season were observed to have whitish 
throats as in female I 

BREEDING. SfosoTij normally commences with the break of the S\V. 
monsoon rains in June and continues till September or October, but in 
central India April, May, and June have also been reported (WTiitchead, 
1911, JBNHS 21 : 168). AVjI, a scrape or slight hollow* in the ground, sparsely 
lined w*itb grass and leaves; xisually in standing crops or sugarcane fields, 
or in a patdi of grass and scrub jungle. Eggs, 4 to 8, normally up to 6, very* 
like those of the Black Partridge — some shade of oliv’c-brown. Average 
size of 29 eggs 35*7 x 29-5 mm. (Baker). Cock believed to be monog\*nous; 
incubation by hen alone ; period unrecorded. 

Musztni Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspecies; for details of plumage Baker, 
loc. ciL 


MEASL*REMLSIS 


wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

TaU 

- 

(from skull) 



5 140-149 

23-26 

37-45 

65-68 mm. 

5 99 140-151 

21-24 

41-46* 

64-69 mm. 
(S.\) 

ISlng o’ 9 131-146 mm. 

(Baker). 



COLOITRS OF B.VRE PARTS. Irfs orange-browTU Bill dark brown to black; base and 
gape homy while. Legs and feet brownish orange (yellow in immature); claws 
homy b^o^>'n. 
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241. Southern Painted Partridge. Francolirrus pidus pictus 
(Jardine & Selby) 

Pmftx Jardinc fie Selby, 1828, HI. Orn. 1; sig. G, pi. 50 (Bangalore, India) 
Baker, FBI No. 1979, Vol. 5: 412 
Plate 31, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAME. KokcTa kozht (Tamil). 

SIZE and field characters. As of the northern race, 240 q.v. Darker. 
(Sec Museum Diagnosis.) ( 

status, distribltios and habitat. Resident, shifting locally* with con- 
ditions of rainfall and drought. The Peninsula north to the range of 240 — 
roughly lat. 20°N. which, for convenience, may' -be arbitrarily fixed as the 
boundary* between the races. Individual specimens from this area difficult 
to assign radally*. Does not occur in the ev’c r gic e n hy*grophy’tic tracts of 
Kerala and Mysore. Affects semi-moist undulating grassland intermixed 
vrith scrub and cultivation, as described under 240. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE, ctc. As in 240. In thc Bombay* area the 
staple food between November and January* is paddy* gleaned in the stubbles, 
wiA a greater proportion of insects thcrraftcr. Of the latter the following 
xdentifi^ in stomach contents: black ants {Camponolus sp.), the beetles 
Aulacopkora fovdcollis and Psrsdohlaps mellyiy and thc bug Aspongopus jarius 
(H. AbdulaU, 1964, JBNHS 61(2): 449). 

BREEDING. As in 240. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. Diflcrcncc in shade of rufous 
of abdomen and vent obvious only in series ; individual specimens often impossible 
to place radally. 

MEASUREMENTS 

IVTng Bill Tamu Tail 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 132-H8 c. 24-27 c. 40 66-89 mm. 

(Baker) 

Weight 0*9 8-5 to 12-7 oz. (c. 242-340 gra.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 240. 


242. Ccy’lon Painted Partridge. Frarsolinus pictus zrctrrni Lcgge 

FravdiKtiS Uctwd Lcgge, 1880, Birds of Ceylon 3: 745 (IVcllemade, Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1979 (part), VoL 5: 412 

LOCAL NAStES. Usta xrcfairc. Pin faiilric, Meu: kskhdd (Sinhala); Kc^l\dn 
(Tamil). 

SIZE and field characters. As of 240; much darker. 

statl*s, distribution and habitat. Resident; endemic in Ceylon. Affects 
nsna-grass, scrub and bracken country* in the foothills (and up to about 
1200 m. elevation) of thc Dry zone only in Uva Province (Henry). ‘Now 
(1952) very’ scarce on the patanas or grasslands of thc Uva hills, but still 
fairly plentiful in the “ park country ” of die adjoining lovviands around 
Bibiie and Nilgala * (Phillips) . 

GENERAL H-ABITS, food, VOICE, ctc. Asof240, q.V. 
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BREEDING. Curfously cnough no nest yet taken in Ccyion, but firom 
circumstantial evidence probably breeds between March and June. A 
spedracn collected on 18 February already showed slightly enlarged gonads 
(SDR). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to thc Subspedes. Differs from nominate pietas in 
much darker browm tint of upp>crparts with spotting on back of neck and white 
edging of mantle and scapulars much reduced. Underparts also much more heavily 
marked with black, being in the female more definitely barred in south Indian 
birds. 

measurements and colol’rs or b.kre parts as in 241. 


243. Burmese Prancolin. Frcncolinus pirJadcanus pheyrei (Bly'th) 

Perdix Pkcyrn Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 12(2): 1011 (Arrakan) 

Baker, FBI No, 1981, Vol. 5: 415 
Plate 31, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAME. Kcho terer.ht (Manipur). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge i length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. HcavicT head and thicker neck distinguish it from 
Black Partridge in silhouette. 

hlalc. Above, crown dark brown bordered longitudinally* on each side 
by a nifous-brovra band. A broad white band along side of face from lores 
through car-coverts, bordered above and below by narrower black bands, 
the upper continuing across the forehead. Rest of upperparts black spotted 
with white, with some dull chesmut about the wing shoulders. Lower back 
and rump (black) and upper tail-coverts (greyish brown) finely barred 
WTth white. Betcic, chin and throat white; rest black heav’ily spotted with 
white, thc spots increasing in size to coalesce as bars on lower abdomen. 
Under tail-coverts pale chestnuL 

Female. Above, sides of head buff with broken brown superciliary 
and check stripes. Rest of upperparts largely brown witli pale ill-defined 
spots, bars, and vcrmiculations. Belou’, largely buff, closely barred with 
blackish on forcncck and upper breast, decreasing towards abdomen and 
thigh-coverts. Under tail-coverts dull chestnut. 

Young (immature). like female but duller. Neck and back pale- 
streaked; cyc-strcak and moustachial streak absent or obsolete. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and common in SE. 
Manipur State, in the Kabaw and Manipur Valleys. (For particulars of 
specific localities within thc area see Higgins, 1934, JBNHS 37: 93.) Affects 
low oak scrub in thc foothills, and grassy openings in Diptcrocarp forest in 
undulating country. Common in drier localities. 

Extrclirzilal. Arakan, Pegu, eastern Burma south to N. Tcnasscrim, 
Shan States, Yunnan, eastern Indochinese countries from Tonkin to 
Cambodia, Hainan Island (Peters). Thc nominate race in SE. China. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly Of iH scaitcTcd twos and threes; not in 
fioclcs or coveys, though sometimes many in thc same neighbourhood- Is a 
stronger filer than Black Partridge but an inveterate skulker and difficult 
to dislodge from cover without a dog; thus oficncr heard than seen. \S'hcn 
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flushed will somcdmes take rcTugc in a high tree till the trouble has passed. 
Less widely distributed in Manipur than the Black (F. f, melanonolus)^ but 
ahara with it the same fades wherc\'cr found. 

FOOD. Seeds, shoots, and insects. 

voicx and calls. Uttered from trec^tump or branch op to c. 3 tn. 
high. An unusually resonant (for partridge) five-noted challenge apparently 
given throughout the year, mostly in the early roomings and at dusk when 
several birds may be heard calling simultaneously. Particularly vociferous 
during the breeding scasoru Call variously rendered as Ke k(df ke kaiy he kan 
(Baker), iTet kaXy kte kaiy kt( kurr (Swinhoe) and Kak kak hncky ka ka (Wardlaw- 
Ramsay). These renderings give little idea of die call itself, but some indica- 
tion of the rhythm, the last according to Higgins being the nearest. The 
call is adequately expressed by the words * Do be quick papa * (IVickham). 

BREEomo. No record from vrithin Indian limits. Setaon (in Burma) 
March to September. JVert, like that of the Black Partridge, a scrape lined 
with grass at the foot ofa thick bush in scrub-and-bush jungle. Eggi, 3 to 7, 
commonly 4 or 5, warm cream colour, sometimes faintly tinged >vith olive. 
Average size of 84 eggs 35*3 X 28*7 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diaonoso. Por dcl^li of plumage set Baker, loc. clt. 

MZASimSMEKn 

l\Tng Bill 

(from feathers) 

cJiV 132-151 23-25 

Weight 10-14 OE. (e. 284-397 gm.). 

coxxiURS or BARE PARTS. Iiis rcdduh brown to dark bro\vn; cj’cllds dull greenish 
or livid green. Bill black, homy at base of lower mandible. Legs and feet orange- 
yellow to ^Tllowish or reddish brown, much brighter in breeding season; paler and 
more yellow in female. 


Tarsus Tail 

c. 42-44 f, 60-70 mm. 

(Baker) 


A 

B 

C 


Francounus pONDiCERiANUs (GmcUn) 


Key to the Subspecies 


Page 

Darker; centre of throat ochraceous F. p. poniictneattu 31 

Paler; centre of throat creamy-white F. />. inlerpositus 30 

Palot; plumage generally more grey and less chestnut 

F. />. m/crontnsis 29 


244. Baluchistan Grey Partridge. Francotinus pondurrianus mtcranmsis 
Zarudny & Harms 

Frenttlistsis (Orty^omis) ^ndictriamu tTK^ranmrif Zarudny & HSnns, 1913, Om. 
Monatsb. 21:53 (Valley of the Rud-i-Sarbas river, Persian Baluchistan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1985, Vol, 5: 422 

LOCAZ. NAMES. Ackho Uetdr (Sind); Teuzerett (Pushtu); Kepi/ya (Baluchi). 
stzE and fdsld characters. As of 246, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspecies. 
STATUS, DisnuBtmoH and habjtat. Resident. ‘West Pakistan (Baluchis- 
tan to c, 1200 m. alt.); western Sind; N.W.F. Province; west of Indus river. 
Affects stony semi-desert country with spane thorn scrub bordering dry 
ravines etc., especially in the neighbourhood of cultivation. 
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Extralimiial. Southern A%hanistan, southcrc Iran, eastern AntbU 
(Muscat) (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the nominate rzet (246). 
BREEDmo. Stason, March to May. AVri and eg^s as in 246. Average size 
of 81 eggs 34*0 X 26*0 mm. (Baker). 

Museusi Diagnosis. Sec Key w the Subspecies. Chestnut in uppeiparts very 
pale, less in extent, confined chiefly to scapuIaR and wings. Throat-patch white or 
whitish; surrounding white spaces broader and whiter thim in the other races. Breast 
only faintly tinged with ochraceous. 

HEASUREMEKTS. Wing eftf I4I-H9; 9 9 137-139 mm. BUI (from feathen) 
19-23 mm. (Baker). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 246, somewhat paler. 

245. Nosrth Indian Grey Partridge. Franeolinus pondiemanus intrrpodtiU 
/• Hartcrt 

Ftencolinus pondUentmts inUrpositus Hartcrt, 1917, Novit. Zoo!. 24; 288 (Oudh) 
Fra^olimu pendietrianus ptepotiUis Koch, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1:31 (Kotla, Kangra dist., Punjab) 

Froicolinus pondicerianus paganus Kc^r, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1: 31 (Sihor, Saurashtra) 

Frcntolinus pendiurtonus titar Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst, Regional Exploration, 
No. 1: 31 (Ramanujganj, Surguja) 

Baker, FBI No. 1948, Vol. 5: 421 

LOCAL NAMES. Tartar, Ram /rrtdr, Saf^ frrfdr, Cora Uetar (Hindi); (Punjab); 

Khyr (Bengal); Ttsuzarai (Pushtu). 

SIZE and field characiers. As of 246, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspcdcs. 
STATUS, DisTlUBUTioN and HABITAT, Rcsidcut, EastejTi Sind, E. Punjab, 
Rajasthan anti northern India cast to Bihar and W. Bengal. From the 
Himalayan tcrai soufli to a line of what may be called * subspecific or radal 
balance ’ — from Poona to Kakinada. Affects dry open gra^s and thorn- 
scrub country in the neighbourhood of villages and cultivation, up to c. 500 
metres altitude. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in thc nominate race (246). 
"BREEDiNO. Season^ chiefly March to Septembtf, but nests locally and 
sporadically in other months also. AVrijand eggs as in 246. Baker gives 
average size of 90 eggs as 32*4 X 25*6 mm., therefore slightly smaller than 
that of F. p. pondicerionm ! 

Musewi Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. More grey less brown than the 
south Indian (nominate) race. Bars on uppeipartt very pale fulvous, almost white 
on scapulars and inner secondarita. Throat-patch creamy white rather than ochra- 
ccous. Lower parts paler; breast less rufous. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing , 

■■ Bill 
(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 


144-160 

23-29 

36-45 

80-94 ram. 

99 

134-146 . 

23-26 

37-45 

79-91 mm. 
(SA) 

0 

1 
8 

BARE PARTS. 

, As in 246. 
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246. Sooth Indian Grey Partridge, Franeolinus pondienianxts pondicerianus 
(Gmclin) 

Tetreo paniicerimus GmeHn, 1789, Sysl. Nat, 1(2):’760 (Pondicherry, India) 

Franeolinus pcndicerianus ce^Unensis \Whhiltey 1941, Ibij;-319 (llluppaikkadavai, 
northern Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1983. Vol. 5: 419 
Plate 31, Fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Sdpd Utldr (llindi); Cowjat hakki (Kannada); A'awanga (Tclugu); 
KendSriy Keutkari (Tamil); FozAi Kdla (Malayalam); Ussa xvaiuivd (Sinhala)* Chittur 
(Marathi). * 

SIZE. Half-grown village hen i ; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

Field characters. A squat, stub-tailed game bird largely greyish 
bitnvn, rufous and chestnut above, mottled, barred, and vermiculatcd tldth 
buff and black. Bdou;, pale buff and 
rufous, narrowly cross-barred on fore- 
neck and upper breast and finely pen- 
cilled or vermiculated on abdomen and 
flanks snth black. A prominent yellowish 
rufous throat patch enclosed within a 
blati gular loop. Tail largely chestnut, 
particularly conspicuous svhen bird 
flying away from observer. Se.xes 
alike, but cock somewhat larger with 
a sharp spur, occasionally double, on 
each leg. 

Young (immature). Like adult but with less rufous on forehead. 
Throat-patch paler, its enclosing black border obsolete. 

STATfs, DisnuBimoN and habitat. Resident. Southern peninsular 
India south of range of 245, and Ceylon (N4V, coastal islands and Jaffna 
peniruula). Affects dry tmdulating plains and eroded plateau country with 
xerophytic thorn scrub, especially in thc neighbourhood of villages and 
scattered cultivation of jowar, bajra, lentils and other dry-season crops 

Was introduced in the Andaman Islands in 1890 where it has since 
established itself in fair strength in the Port Blair neighbourhood. 

OEATRAI. HAnrrs. Met svith in pairs and family parties or coveys of 4 to 
8 birds sauntering about with a jaunty upright carriage, digging and scratch- 
ing the ground with bill and feet in fallow fields, peddng at cattle dung for 
food, or dust-bathing on cross-country earth tracks. On alarm the covey 
scurries off, running swifdy from bush to bush, surreptitiously squatting in 
ones and tivoi in different thickets. They are very fast on their legs and 
loth to take wing unless hard pressed. 4\Tillc individuals will rise with an 
eaplosive whirr of wings when approached, and scatter in different direc- 
tiotu, others will keep dodging from bush to bush till out of danger. Flight 
swiff with rapid beats of the short cambered wings alternated with spurts 
of gliding; seldom high up in the air except when breaking back over a line 
of beaters. Affer a short flight ofSO or 100 metres thc bird alights, continuing 
to cun immediately on touching down so that on approaching the bush 
wherein it apparently took cover the observer finds it mysteriously vanished, 
only to be seen running on a long way ahead. Roosts at night in pairs or 
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amily groups tip in small thorny trees, or squatting on the ground withm 
lense thorn bushes sucli as CejS/erir or 'Vh™ flushed by a dog vntt 

,ften take refuge up in a thorny tree. 4Vhcn much harried wall squat tight 
n a thicket and refuse to leave despite noisy shouts and stone-throwing. To 
scape a trained falcon SA has seen one dive in'to a thorn bush and refuse 

0 budge even when bush set alight and iUclf all but roasted alive 1 

FOOD. Weed seeds, cereal grains, shoots of grass and crop plants, berries 

nd drupes (c.g. Lmtana, ZUyphta jujuba and omoplia, and Cappans cphjlla) 
nd insects (e.g. grasshoppers, termites, maggoU); on vnllage outskirts 
ommonly human excreta. Ariiong unusual fo^ 

Boiea triionata) c. 18-5 cm. long (Soman, 1962, JBNHS 5^2): 653). For 
casonal analyses of crop contents of N. Indian birds see Faruqi, Bump, 

1 al 1960 JBNHS 57(2): 277-300. Can subsist for long periods without 

Irinidng where dew available. Often seen miles away from water without 
pparent need for commuting to it like sandgrousc. ^ 

VOICE and calls. Commonest call of cock commences with two 
ubdued clucks or chuckles rising in intensity, followed by a nngmg, hig • 
.itched, spirited challenge — fcil«!dr kikttir Hlcflir etc. quickly repeated 
formal call of female a high-pitchcdmonosyllabic Ur let let repwtrf sevrral 
imes ; also a musical kita kila kila simUar to one of the cock’s rails but sotitr. 
l tlurd, less challenging call also commonly heard kcletla kaletia kdnla 
~ is evidently the combined duetdng of a mated pair. Alann rail of bolfi 
exa: a very sharp high-pitclicd agitated kim . . kim . . kim (i as m sit) 
haracterisrically uttered when bird flushed off nest or when “JT 

hicks. For details of the various calls see Himroalsinhji, 1959, JBNHb 
6(3): 632-3. 

BRIEDMO. Season, in the Peninsula more or less throughout the year, 
irincipally April to September; in Ceylon c. April to July. AVit, a scrape in 
he ground lined with grass and leaves, under a dod, tuff of grass or bush 
1 a ploughed field or in open scrub jungle. £g?r, 4 to 8 or 9, broad ovaJi, 
.ale buffin coloration. Average size of 100 eggs 34'5 X 26-1 mm. (Baktr)- 
3ock monogynous. Incubation solely by hen; period IB-19 days. Chicks 
ended by both parents. A brood observed attended by 3 adults (SA). 

Museum Diaonoso. Throat.paich yellowish rs^ous e. creamy or vvhitiib in the 
ihcr two raca. Sec Key to thc Subspecies; for details of plumage Baker, loc. dt. 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tan 


(from fcatlien) 


81-91 mm- 

I42-I6I 

22-24 

44-46\ 

H2-I46 

21-23 

41-42/ 

(Biker) 


d’d' 

9 9 ISZ-ISO Zl-ZJ Sl-SZ J IVMOSJ 

ight (subspeeica ?) d'd' 9-12 or. (t. 255-340 gm.); 9 9 Till or. (e. 200-312 fBS.) 
[ume. 

x>LOXJHs or bare part*. Iris hazel-brown. Bill duslcy plumbeous, paler *i» 
fiy *t base. t,egi and feet dull red. 

racxLLAKEouL Cocks vcty pugnacious and largely kept b>' fanaen ** 
iling birds. A strain reportedly found in Andhra (?) and known n 
ydcrabadi tcctar * is claimed to be considerably larger, hcarier, »nd more 
»usl than normal birds and most highly prized. Partridge flghti arc a 
jular sport in many paru of tlie countrj* and large sums of money cha*’5^ 
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Imids on the bouts. When taken aj chick and hand-reared, becomes exceed- 
ingly tame, following its master about like a dog, calling at his command, 
and coming over long distances when summoned. 

Is hardy, adaptable, and a prolific breeder and has recently been intro- 
duced by the U.S.A. Department of the Interior, Fish and ^ViJdlifc Service 
as' an exotic game bird into ecologically equivalent semi-desert areas of the 
southwestern States, where it bids fair to succeed. For details of the experi- 
ment sec ‘ A Study and Review of the Black Francolin and the Gray Fran- 
colin ’ by Gardiner & Janet Bump. Special Scientific Report — -Wildlife 
Na 81, 1964. 

Illicit wholesale year-round netting and trapping for urban markets has 
decimated local Grey Partridge populations in many areas in recent years. 


247. Swamp Partridge or Kyah. FTtmcolimis gidaiis (Tcmminck) 

PfTj/tr Tcmnunci, 1815, Pig. ct GalL 3 : 401, 731 (Vidnit>* of Calcutta) 
FraneoUrms gnlaris ridihmdus Kodz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploradun, 
'No. 1:3! (Kalnahi, U.P.) , 

Baker. FBI No. 1982. Vol. 5: 417 - 
Plate 31, fig. 5 

LOCAL KA3>ss. Kjch, Kotjoh (Bengal) ; BMl ttlri (i^. Bihar) ; iTw, Koi sordid 
Koxra (Assam); Bhtd UetdTy Gul teetdr (Cachar and Sylhet); Hoi koli (Plains Miri). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge -f ; length c. 37 cm. (15 in.), 

FiEU) CHARACTERS, A laigc and conspicuously long-legged partridge. 
Above, crovkTi and nape brotvn; supercilium and a broader band below eye 
through car-coverts buff. Upperparts bro^^'n vrith rufous-brotvn patches; 
transversely barred ^vith buff as in Grey Partridge. Tail largely chestnut 
with pale tips. Below, chin, throat and forcncck rusty red. Rest- of under- 
parts brown -with broad white lon^tudinal streaks edged with black. Under 
t^l-covcrts pale rufous. Sexes alike, but male with a spur on each leg. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTiOK and HABITAT. Resident. Terai and alluvial north 
Indian plains froin W. Nepal and Uttar Pradesh through N. Bihar, W. 
Bengal and Assam. East Pakistan (Sylhet, Chittagong, Sunderbans (part) ). 
Affects heavy ekra and nal grass {Arwido karka Roxb.) jungle in lo^v-lying 
swampy tracts subject to seasonal Hooding adjacent to the larger rivers of 
the Ganges and Brahmaputra s)*stems. Exceptionally found on the Cher- 
rapimji plateau, c, 1200 m. altitude. 

Owing to draining of the ckaurs and swamps in many of its terai habitats, 
the species is becoming scarce where formerly abundant. 

GE^RAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs or cover’s of 5 or 6 birds to swampy 
ground, wading about through mud and sh^ow vezter. Where waiter too 
deep for this, clambers up the reed stems like Purple Moorhen (Porpf^o) 
and makes its way thus to reach drier ground. Is a confirmed runner and 
difficult to flush except with elephant or line of beaters. Rises clumsily with 
a fluster and whirr, vnth loud chuckles and cackling, unlike other firan- 
coHns, but flies swiidy and strongly. Roosts in thorny trees gros\’ing in 
swampy grass jungle and on brokendosra reeds in flooded areas. Cocks very 
pugnadous; fighting like game cocks but using bills more than spurs. Many 
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shot birds carry more or less heavy scars about neck and breast — evidence 
of encounters with rivals. 

FOOD. Omnivorous: weed seeds, grain, shoots of mustard, paddy and 
other crops, and insects. Baker found tiny shellfish in the crop of one. Feeds 
in and on the edge of marshes and neighbouring cultivation, particularly 
sugarcane fidds. Comes out to feed in the open in the mornings and e^'cnings 
in paddyfidds, especially when the crop is ripening. 

VOICE and calls. ‘A loud kazexare* (R. L. Fleming). *An occasional 
loud qua, qua, qua ascending in tone * (A. E. Osmaston). ‘ A rather harsh 
chutkeroo cfmekeroo chuekeroo * (Hckdl), preceded by several chuckles and 
croaks as if bird dcaring its throat in preparation. Pattern of crov.Tng rather 
similar to that of Grey Partridge to which it seems more dosdy related than 
to Black. kVhen calling stands vciy* erect %vith neck upstrctched. 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, February to May — chiefly March and ApriL AVrf, 
usually well-built pad of weeds and rank grass c. 5-10 cm. thick and c. 
20-30 cm. across ^^^th a deepish hollo^v for the eggs. Placed a few centimetres 
above w-alcr or mud levd on brokendo^sm reeds etc. in dense imdcrgro\\'th 
and cane brakes on partially submerged islets; occasionally on drier edges of 
s\\-amps. Eggs, 4-5, or 6, shaped like other francolins*, bright pale buff or 
stone colour wth small reddish freckles and blotches all over, or chiefly 
at larger end. Average size of 48 eggs 39*4 X 30*0 mm. (Baker). 

Cock believed to be mono^mous. Incubation only by hen; period 
unrecorded. 

Mi,*seum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL 

Chick in do^^'n undescribed. \Vhen two months old ‘ got white amw-shaped 
streaks bordered wth brown on the breast, and the.feathcrs of the back were barred 
and crossed wth buff; also the throat became a pale rufous ’ (Inglis, of ducks hatched 
in captirity. JBNHS 28: 287). 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Vmg Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 162-186 c. 21-23 c. 60-70 101-127 mm. 

(Baker) 

Weight c? c. 18 or. (510 gm.), 9 somewhat less (Hume). 

CDLOims or bare parts. Iris brown, crimson-bro^vn or crimson; c>'elids dull 
livid green or plumbcous-grcen. Bill black, homy white at dp. Legs and feet orange- 
yellmv to dull red; redder in male, and brighter in both sexes in breeding season. 
Male with short blunt spurs; female sometimes with rudimentary ones. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Much fovourcd as a fighting bird in parts of Assam, 
large sums of money being wagered on mains between champion cocks. 
Many fighting birds hand-reared from eggs incubated and hatched in a cloth 
tied round human owner's body for the necessary warmth and kept so day 
and night throughout the incubation period, a practice now apparently 
dying out. 

Genus Perdix Brisson 

PfTdix Brisson, 1760, Ora. 1 : 26, 219. T>-pc, by tautonymy, Perdix einerea Brisson = 
Triroo perdix linnacus 

"Wing rounded : first primary (as.) between 7th and 8th in length, 4th primary 
usually longest. Tail very slightly graduated, rather more than half length of wing; 
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of 16 feathers in P, hodgsordae, 18 in some other species. Tarsus strong, bare, without 
spur. Sexes alike. 

The genus ortends throughout the Falaearctic Region, only one species just enter- 
ing our limits. 

Perdix hodcso.ntae (Hodgson) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Nuchal collar broad and dark chestnut in colour P.k. kodgiomae 

Nuchal collar narrow and of paler chcstnut-ydlow P.k. earagtmae 


248. r «a dakh Partridge, Perdix kodgsoniaecaraganae R. & A. Meinertzhage: 
Perdix hodgsomce caragcnce R. Sc A. Mcinertzh:^cii, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 46: 8 
(Shushal, 15,000 ft, Eastern I.adakh) 

Baker, FBI No, 1988, Vol. 5; 425 
LOCAL NAME. Chok pa (Ladakhi). 

SIZE and field characters. As for 249, q.v. 

habitat. Rcddcnt at high elevations, « 
4.»(K5200 metre. Ladakh (Pangkong 'Lake, Takhum, Puga, Shushal 
Folakonka Pass), and Kumaon (near Gangotri). Affects Tibetan Goes 
( agana) patches along the shores of Pangkong Lake and in most vallr\- 
of eastern Ladakh. Also sinular fades in high Kumaon. 

> Toop, VOICE and caies. As of the nominate race, 249 

•T, * flush, but if driven to the end of the patch in which they live 

^Vhen they rise they make very much the same noise a 
the English Partridge » (Meinertzhagen). 

BRmiNc. Meinertzhagen found a dutch of 1 1 fresh eggs near Shushal 
1*. 3 m. on 13 June, and took oviduct eggs from specimens collected or 

7th and 17th June. 

hlusEuu DiACNosn. See Key to the Subspecies- Generally paler than P. h 
gsora&s, WTth the dark bitnvn markings of upperparts replaced largely by chestnu 
markings. 

*ttASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 249. 


249. Tibetan Partridge. Perdix hodgsordae kodgsardae (Hodgson) 

Saefa Hodgtrdce Hodgson, 1857, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 25: 165 and pi. CHbet) 
Baker, FBI No. 1986, Vol. 5: 423 
PUte 32, frg. 17 

LOCAL NAMES. Sokpha (E. Tibet); Rkakpa (C Tibet); Che trs (Kongo -nbet); 
Perr (Nepal). ^ y, \ 6 y» 

SIZE. Grey Partridge; l^gth c. 31 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD mARACTERS. A high-altircdc partridge reminiscent of the familiar 
Grey of the pla in s. Above, head patterned with prominent svhitc cj'cbrows 
runmng across chestnut forehead; chestnut car-coverts with a black 
^®^^3tch below. A dull chestnut collar at base and sides of hindncck. 
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Upperparts bufiy grey barred with blackish on upper back, \'cnmculated on 
lower. Lateral tail-feathers largely chestnut. Below, undciparts W’hite, un- 
marked on chin and throat, barred svith black on breast, more broadly ^vith 
chestnut-browTi on flanks. Lower abdomen and tmder tail-covcrts buff. 
Scapulars, tertiarics, and wing-coverts narrowly streaked and barred with 
buff. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, without any blue-grey tinge, and chestnut 
absent cvcr)’>vhcrc. Cro>vn, checks and ear-coverts dark brown with white 
apical spots. Below, dull earthy buff with palestriations and indefinite narrow 
blackbh bars. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Just crosscs thc Tibetan bonier into 
northernmost w’est-central and central Nepal, and Sikkim; possibly also 
in the NEFA area. Locally not uncommon; in summer bcNvccn r. 3660 
and 5600 m. altitude, in svintcr generally below 4000 m. but rarely as low 
as 2800 m. Affects t>pical Tibetan plateau country’ and rocky hillsides with 
scattered furze bushes {Caragaiia spinosa) and dwarf juniper and rhododen- 
dron scrub. Found in grass and bush cover about crops and ^-ak pastures 
in thc Tsangpo \"alley. 

Extralimital. Adjoining portions of the Tibetan plateau. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps m covcys of 10 to 15 birds. Usually not very 
svild; reluctant to fly, trusting to its legs for escape. Coveys * explode * with 
a whirr of wings when flushed, the birds scattering in ones and twos in 
different directions, shrilling and gliding downhill like chukor whenc\*cr 
they have thc choice. Thc cover’s break up into pairs for breeding in March/ 
April. 

FOOD. Seeds, shoots, roots of moss (?), and presumably insects. 

voicx and calls. Normal call, uttered mostly in the mornings and 
evenings, a rattling Schemneek — sekerrmetk etc. (Schafer). When flushed 
and going off a shrill ckee, ckee, chee, chee, chee (Fleming), presumably the 
same as has been described by Bailey as exactly like the creaking of the lid 
of a (svickcr) lunch basket. 

BREEDING. ^Vithin our limits apparendy recorded only in Ladakh 
{caragerMe ) . Season, May to July. AVrt, a scrape in the groimd under a boulder 
or bush, lined with grass; about 20-22 cm. in diameter and hardly large 
enough to hold a full dutch. Eggs, normally 8 to 10 (rarely up to 14); long 
ovals — proportionately longer than any C^colin’s — dark bpwvnish buff 
sometimes tinged with olive. Average size of 150 eggs 37*6 X 27*2 mm. 
(Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies; for*deta33 of plumage, Baker, 
loc. ciL 

measurements 

\Vlng Bill Tarsus Ta3 

(from fcathen) 

o' 9 155-163 e. 15-17 r. 40-43 e. 86-91 mm. 

9 9 149-155 (Kinnear) (Baicr) 

4Voght e, I Ib. (e. 450 gm.) — H^gson. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, Iris brown or red-brovrn; orbital sldn deep vtliety 
crimson in b r ee ding season, dull reddish crimson at other times. Bill pale horny 
g reen. Legs and feet pale greenish brown. 



104 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 2:37-40 


PHEASANTS, PARTRIDGES, dUAILS 37 38 


GALLIFORMES 


Genus CoTUjiNix Bonnaterre 


Cotuntix Bonnaterre, 1791, TabL £qc>*c}. M^th. Om*, pt, 1: 87, 216, 

Tj'pe, by tautcaymy, * CaHle * « Teireo cotumx linnaem 
Exc^factotia Bonaparte, 1856, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sd, Paris 42: ^1, Typ^ 
by tautonymy, Tttrao dmensit IJnnaeta {Cotxffmx excalfaelDTia Tcmmindt in ij^jonymy) 
Small partridge-like birds with short and rounded to comparativdy long and 
pointed wings correlated with sedentary or migratory habit Tail short, of 8 to 12 
soft feathers. Bill and slender. Tanus strong, of moderate length, unspuxred. 
Toes 4 ewrfira 3 in Terrar (Button Quails}. Sexes differing slightly in coloration; in 
one Indian speda markedly so. 

Thegenus occurs in the Palaearctic, Ethiopian, Oriental, and Australarian Regions. 
Three spedcs in India, one clue6y migratory, t\^*o more or less sedentary. 


Key to the Specie* 

Page 

A Third primary longest..... C.dmensis 42 

B First or second primary longest 1 

1 Outer webs of primaries barred vdth buff. C. csboaur 37 

Outer webs of primaries unbarred C cwmcmdelua 41 

CoTUKKix coTURi?ix (lixmatus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Feathers of chin lengthened and bristly. .C. e^japonica 

Feathers of chin normal; black in males, creamy-buff in females 
C. c. roturrttt 


250. Grey Qjtzail* CcUtmix rolumr coturmx (Lumaeus) 

Tetrao Cobmdx Linnaeus, 1758, Sjat Nat, cd. 10, 1: 161 (Europe, Asia, Africa. 
Restricted type locality, Sweden, «r Fn. Svcc.) 

Baker, FBI No. 1950, VoL 5: 372 
Plate 32, fig. 6 

U>CAX, NAMZ3. Botftf BSda Bairr, bai/r (Hindi) ; Batm, BatB’a (Sind) ; Kurrak, 

Sr<^i (Baluchistan); BAatri (Bengal); Cundri (Orissa); Daabtd kashiba (Caebar); 
Beta sorSi (Assam) ; Soihol or Sorbol (Manipur) ; Zeew, BSda ionga, Gxagmj (locally in 
Maharashtra) ; BarZi, SipdUkS^i (M>*sofe) ; GogariyeUichi (Tclugu ) \Kdta (Ma]a>'alam). 
SIZE. Partridge — ; length c, 20 cm, (8 in.). 

FiELU CHARACTERS. A pluiDp and squat pale brmvn partridgc-like bird 
with conspicuous buff spear-shaped streaks and iir^^ar mottling and 
barring of reddish brown and black above in both sexes. 

Male. Below, Chin and a line do^vn centre of throat black. Two dkrk 
bands (sometimes indistinct) curving up from base of throat to ear-coverts. 
Breast rufous-buff with gUsteziing pale buff shaft-streaks; Banks brown longi- 
tudinally streaked wth black; rest of vmderparts creamy white. 

Female. Below. Chin and throat creamy buff; breast spotted with 
blackish. 

Y oung (immature). like female; 5omc^vhat duller. 


STATUS, DKTRiBunoN and HAPiTAT. Partly resident, partly ^sintc 
visitor. Breeds in both Pakistans, Kashmir (up to c. 2500 m. alt) cast through 
Bihar and ^V. Bengal, south at least to Madhya Pradesh (Hoshangabad) 
and southern Maharashtra (Satara). Breeding in Manipur, Baker, nol 
confirmed. Birds collected there in A'-intcr are intcrgradcs svith C. c.Jepomfo 
(Higgins, JBNHS 37 : 299). Strongly augmented by influx of migrants fiom 
outside in winter and then spreads out over our entire area south to Kan)^* 
kumari. Very abundant locally, but niunbcrs variable j'car to )*car. In 
great numbers in Nepal Valley mid October to mid December (Scully). 
Affects standing crops (c.g. cotton, y^oung wheat, gram, millets, lucerne), 
paddy stubbles, and grassland, chiefly in flat and undulating country. 

Ei^almiUiL ‘ Breeds in Europe fi^m lat, 65®N. south to the islands in 
the Mediterranean Sea, and in N. Africa. In \V. Asia east to Lake Baikal, 
from laL 61*N., south to Asia Minor, Persia, Afghanistan and India to the 
Deccan. Winters in northern tropical Africa to Senegal, X.ake Chad and 
Somaliland, in Arabia, and the plains of India * (Peters), 



i C.c. totunth (250). fl C. e.j^ica (251). 

inoRATiON. No ringing data. Recorded observations indicate that 
passage, both inward and ouhvard, takes place through northwest Paldstan 
(Chitral, PcsbaNvar, Kohat, Kurram, etc.) in autumn (Septcmbcr-Octobcr; 
even end August) and spring (end of March to early May). Evidently this 
is the main through migration route, the birds dispening cast and south 
in the Peninsula afrer arrival, and concentrating in the northtvest again 
for return migration in astonishingly large numbers. They travel during the 
night in successive flocks of 30 to 40 or 100 or in enormous swarms of many 
thousand strong. One sudi was observed by Hume standing on top ofBenc^ 
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hiU (c. 2300 metres) near Mussoorcc (U.P.) on a moonlit night in April, 
the birds sweeping close over his head ss*ith the sound of rushing wind, 
uttering dieir unmistakable call. 

CE^*ERAL HABrm. Usually keeps in pairs, not covey-s like Bush Quail, 
but numbers may concentrate in a patch where feeding is good. Thus in 
N\V. Pakistan and Kashmir, particularly in spring when most crops have 
been harvested and only a few arc still standing, hundreds may be put up 
frorn a single field by walking through. ^Vhcn flushed, the bird rises almost 
vertically for a few feet with the typically partridge whirr of wings and a 
squeaky w'histling note flying low on rapidly vibrating wings straight and 
fast for a couple of hundred metres before dropping into the crops again. 
A pcc^'arity repeatedly observed, and cashed in on by experienced sports- 
men, is that when two birds a few metres apart rise more or less simultaneous- 
ly and are flying away in the same direction, sooner or later one will try to 
cut across the other. If fire is wthhcld till the right moment it is often possible 
to secure both birds >vith the same shot {experto crede). 

Large bags arc made in NAV. India (e,g. Punjab) at the appropriate 
seasons by -walking the fidds with a line of beaters. Fifty couple in a monung 
to a single gun is nothing exceptional cspedally where the birds have been 
pwiously decoyed into the neighbouring fields with the aid of a caged call- 
bird, as is C^uently done. 

FOOD. Paddy, millets, and other grain, grass- and weed seeds, and 
insects — ants, caterpillars, beetles, aphids, etc. Grubs oT Hjpera vanabilis 
have been idenfifled in stomach contents (Husain & Bhalla, 1937, JBNHS 
39: 841). 

VOICE and caue. A loud dear whistling note followed rapid])' bj- pvo 
short ones, popularly described as ‘ a very liquid Wn-m-lipt Uttered 
chiefly in the morning and evening, and sometimes also during the night, 
A squeaky -whistle when flushed. 

BREEDtNo. Scasm, in India overall March to July s-aiying with locah’tj-; 
most commonly March and April. Aksl, a scrape in the ground practically 
■without liimg; sometimes lined with scanty leaves and grass. Usually well 
concealed in standing crops or grassland. Eggs, 6 to 11 and even 13, but 
usually 6 to 8. Variable in colour, from )-elIowish bulf to deep yellowish 
brown or reddish brown, speckled and blotched with some shade of dark or 

chestnut-brown. Average size oflOO Indian eggs 29-7 X 22-8 mm. (Baker). 

Musivnt DtAOaoso. See Key to the Subspedes. For description of plumage Baker, 
loc. dt.; for more details yvltherby, 2941, 5: 252-4. 
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Wdsht 0^9 S-60-4-60 oz. (c, 86-120 gtn.). 

coLouu or FARTt. Iris bright hard to deep brown. Bai bluish, greyhb, 
or browmsh horny darker on tip and culroca. Legs and fert pale flohy to fleshy 
brown. 
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uzscEiXANEOus. Highly relished as a delicacy iliroughout its overall 
range, and hundreds of thousands, or milbons, netted and shot for food year 
after year all along the migration routes since early historical limes. That 
the world popularion does not show any marked dech'ne notwithstanding is 
an indication of the bird’s extraordinary fecundity and resilience to 
predation pressure. 

Quail are also very extensively netted for the market parucularly m 
parts of W. Pakistan and northwestern India although in some statm 
commercial netting is now prohibited by law. The birds are kcpl^alive in 
darkened underground pits for fattening and. served up as required. In 
Hume’s day, i.c, in the last quarter of the I9th century, quails were amiable 
at Re. 1 to Rs. 2'50 per hundred, and even until before the last war (1938) 
16 to 24 to the rupee was quite a fair price. 

Much prized in ^V, Pakistan and N. India as a fighting bird. Large pncea 
arc paid for champion cocks and considerable wagets arc won and lost on 
the mains. As part of the conditioning and training the owner constantly 
carries his bird about in one hand and dances it on the palm of the other, 
the bend-stretch of the legs being bdict'cd to strengthen them for the bouts. 


251 , Japanese Grey Qpail. Qj/amfr eotemirjc/'onfrfl Tcjnminck & Schlegd 

Cofuntt* nlgcTujapmica Tcimninck & Schlegel. 1849. in Slebold, Fauna Jap-, Ava: 

103, pi. 61 (Japan) 

Baker, FBI No. 2951, Vol. 5: 374 

LOCAL NAUEs. Sorbol (Maxiipur); BetasorSi (Assam). 

SIZE and field characters. As of 250;- not distinguishable from it 
unless in the hand. (Sec Museum Diagnosis.) 

STATUS, DOTRjBunoN and RABiTAT. WintCT visitor in small m^ben to 
Assam south of Brahmaputra river. Birds collected in Manipur in winter 
arc intcrgradcs with the nominate racc- 

Extralimital, Breeds in Sakhalin and the Japanese islands. In winter to 
S, China, Siam, Indochina, Formosa, Hainan (Peters). 

snoRATio??, No data. 

nABiTS and food. Nothing specifically recorded as different from 250. 

VOICE and calls. According to Pijcvalsky the Japanese race easily 
disfinguished from nominate (250) by its voice. Call notes of male in spring 
described as consisting of * some deep hollow sounds, several times repeated 
in quick succession *. This call docs not appear to be known in the Grey 
Quail unless it be the same as the * Cunt gurr-gjor-gwr, not unlike the pumng 
of a cat * quoted from Naumann in %Yitherby (5: 251), which b apparently 
only a subdued and secondary call. 

EREEDivo. Extralimital; not different from 250. 

Mvszxnt I>iAC?*ons. Male differ* from male of nominate estumix in haring c® 
black on chin and throat and no upeurving black band*. These parts and rides ef 
head light brick-red. Upper p arts more brightly coloured than in 250. Elecgitfd 
winter featfccn of malar region and throat replaced in spring (breeding plutnan) 
by rounded ihon red feathen. 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 2:4144 


105 


PHEASANTS, PARTRIDGES, QUAILS 41 

Female also has feathers of checla and chin long and pointed forming a regular 
little beard in winter. In spring diBScult to distinguish from female C. e. cotumix. 
For details of plumage see Hartcrt, 1921-2: 1943. 

MEASUREMEKTS. Wing ad. o’ 98-102; 9 100-106 mm. (Hartcrt). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 250. 

UBCELLANEoi^. Has bccn domesticated in Japan as a tabl^ delicacy, 
for its meat and eggs, within the last 50 years or so by selection from quails 
formerly kept for song. Quail-breeding is now a flourishing minor industry. 
The birds arc kept perpetually tmder artificial light like battery hens, and 
wth special feeding and care, good females lay from 250 to 300 eggs per 
year. They b^in to lay when only 35-60 days old, and continue non-stop 
for 8-12 months thereafter. For details and techniques sec Yoshlmaro 
Yamashina, 1961, JBNHS 58(1): 216-22. 


252. Blackbreasted or Rain Qiiafl. Cotumix coromandelica (Gmelin) 

Tetrao coromandeVicus Gmelin, 1789, SysL Nat. 1(2): 764 (Coromandel Coast) 
Baker, FBI No. 1952, Vol. 5: 375 
Plate 32, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. Cftma (N. India); Qiinaga hater (Guj 2 uat); CAonat (Nepal); 
KSdai (Tamil); Ctunna yelliehi (Tdugu); Pun watmtCj Wil watuwS (Sinhala); Kata 
(Malayalam). Generally not distinguished from Grey Quail except by professional 
netten. 

SIZE. Grey Quail — ; length r. 18 cm. (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Very similar to Grey Quail (250) q.v,, but smaller. 

Male with dark marks on face and throat more jet-bladc contrasting 
strongly with white cheeks. Upper breast black (sometimes also centre of 
abdomen). Flanks boldly black streaked. 

Female indistinguishable from female 250 except on smaller sizc^ For 
identification in the hand see Key to the Species. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. More or less restricted to the Indian 
subregion. Resident and nomadic or locally migratory during SW. monsoon, 
spreading out widely over other^vise parched areas with availability of 
grass cover and food. Practically all India and both Pakistans. Chiefly plains, 
but also peninsular hills and up to c. 2000 m. in the Himalayas. Occasional 
winter visitor to Ceylon. Affects grass-and-scrub jungle, open moist grass- 
land, standing crops, and paddy stubbles, etc. 

ExlralimitaL Burma, including the Shan States. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kceps singly or in scattered pairs — only rarely 5-8 
together — and nowhere found in such large concentrations as Grey Quail 
in spring and autumn though local populations, e,g. in south India, tend 
to s^vell somewhat by seasonal influx from other areas. Exact nature and 
extent of such movements unknown. Habits and food similar to those of 
Grey Quail; is more partial to grass seeds and millet. 

VOICE and calls. Distinct, and unmistakable for that of 250 — a double- 
noted musical wkich-whichf which’-whichf etc. repeated every half-second or 
so in runs of 3 to 5 calls. Uttered by male chiefly in. early mornings and 
late evenings, but throughout the day in cloudy overcast weather; also 
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sporadically during moonlit nights in the breeding season. A short squeaky 
whistling note when flushed. 

BREEDiNO. Season, overall March to October, stra^Img into December, 
varying with locality and moisture conditions. AVjI and eggs similar to those 
of Grey - Quail, the latter merely smaller. Average size of 150 eggs 
27*4 X 20*8 mm. (Baker). Cock monog^Tious. Only the hen incubates; 
period 18-19 days. Both parents tend young. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. ciL 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis hazcl to deep brown. BUI black (breeding) or homy 
black, paler at base (non-breeding and immature). Legs^d feet fleshy or fleshy 
grey (more pink in breeding season). 

snscELLANEOus. Cod: rated by some as a better fighting bird than the 
larger Grey Quail. 

CoTURNix cHiNENsis (Liunaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Paler; back of male not suffused svith blue-grey and having pale 

shaft-stripes C. c. ckinensis 

Darker; back of male suffused with blue-grey and having no pale 
shaft-stripes C. e. trinkutairis 

253. Blnebreasted Quail. Cotumix ckinensis ckinensis (Linnaeus) 

Tetrao ckinensis Linnaeus, 1766, SpL Nat., ed. 12, 1 : 277 (China and the Philippines 
= Nanking, China, ex Edw’ards) 

Baker, FBI No. 1948, Vol. 5: 369 
Plate 32, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Kkair hutai, Kamli (Nepal) ; Cobal hutai ^Oudh) ; Gurru (Bengal) ; 
. Daobut majungbi (Cachar); Sorbol (Manipur); Pandora wuUaud (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Grey Quail — ; c. 14 cm. (5|^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A diminutive dark quail with bright yellow legs 
and the sexes very differently coloured, 

Male. Above, forehead, supercilium and sides of neck slaty blue. Rest 
of upperparts browm as in Grey Quail, streaked, 
mottled, and barred \vith buff, reddish brown 
and black. Below, throat and upper breast with 
bold black and white marking of Grey Quail 
pattern. Lower breast and flanks slaty blue; 
abdomen and under tail-covcrts rich chestnut. 
Female. Like female Grc>’ Quail but breast 
X f. 1 and flanks barred >vith blackish instead of being 

longitudinally streaked. 
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Young male with no blue along forehead. Underparts duller slaty 
blue, barred W'ith black on sides of head and neck. Chestnut of abdomen 
restricted to centre, or wanting. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident; >vidcly but sparsely and 
patchily distributed, in small .numbers. Evidently with some nomadic 
movements dependent on rainfall; described in some areas as monsoon 
visitor. Occurs roughly cast and south of a line from Bombay to Simla. 
Commoner on the eastern side of the subcontinent, viz. N. Orissa, Bihar, 
W. Bengal, E. Pakistan — perhaps commonest in Assam and Manipur. 
Baker’s statement that it is a common breeding bird in Kerala (‘Travan- 
corcand'thc Malabar coast*) to Bombay is certainly not true today. Plenti- 
ful in Ceylon (lowlands and hills to c. 1800 metres up). Chiefly plains, but in 
suitable facies also up to c. 2000 m. in the S. Indian hills. Affects swampy 
grassland and grazing grounds at the end of the rains, and occasionally 
snipe marshes. Also hca\y grass along roadsides, in secondary scrub on 
abandoned cultivation, on the edges of paddyficlds, and in tea gardens at 
the foot of the hills in Assam. 

Exiralimital. East to SE. China and south through the Malay Peninsula, 
Siam, and Indochina; Hainan and Formosa. Introduced into Mauritius 
and Reunion (Peters). 

MIGRATION. No definite data. 

GENERAL HABITS. Morc partial to wetter terrain than any other quail. 
Keeps in pairs or small family parties. Usually flushes singly dropping into 
the grass after a short flight and difficult to put up a second time ^vilhoul a 
dog. Believed to have a strong scent: * My spaniel always used to get very 
keen when the>' were about * (Cyril Hopwood, Burma). 

food. Chiefly grass seeds and millets; also small insects espcdally 
termites. 

VOICE and calls. A soft tir-tir-tir when flushed. In Malaya another call, 
not often heard, described as ‘ a w'cak peeping w'hbtle not unlike the call 
of the Great Eared Nigh^ar {Euroslopodus), also rcmiiuscent of one of the 
Plaintive Cuckoo {Cacomantis) * — - G. C. Madoc. ‘ Cock occasionally utters 
a tiny crow resembling a miniature imitation of the brain-fever bird’s 
note * (F. Finn). 

BREEDINO. Season indefinite, and variable in different areas: in Assam 
prindpallyjunc to August; in S. India March-April; in Cc)’lon recorded as 
hfay, August-September, and Dcccmbcr-January. Pfest, a natural hollow 
or scrape in the ground lined sparsely with leaves and grass, or Avilhout 
lining, placed in a clump of short grass close to thicker cover. Eggs, 4 to 8, 
normally 5 to 7, glossy broad ovab usually well pointed at the small end; 
pale grey or green drab, pale olive-yellow or olive-clay colour to rich sienna 
browm. j*Iany finely but sparsely stippled and specked with black all over. 
A\’eragc size of 100 eggs 24*5 X 19*0 mm. (Baker). Cock cddenlly mono- 
gamous. Incubation by hen alone; periods. 16 da^'s. Both parents tend the 
young. 

Museum Diacsoso. For detaib of plumage see Baker, loc. dL; forsubspcdcs 
see Ke^v 

C h i c k (in do\m) . * The whole body and head, abo%*e and below, brmvn with the 
foUo>’»'ing exceptions which are buff: coronal streak and a streak on cither side of 
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the crown; tips of the >vings, sides of the head, chin and throat. The brown of the 
underparts b rather paler than that above, and b somewhat dusty in tint * (Baker). 


measurements 



Wing 

BiU 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

<?(? 

65-78 

10-11 

20-22 

e, 25 mm. 

99 

66-67 

— 

— 

(Baker) 


Weight 1 i to 2 oz. (e. 43-57 gm.) . 1 $ (Ceylon) 36 gm. — SDR. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bright vermiHon-rcd to deep crimson, rarely a 
bright-vinous pink; 9 brown. Bill black, the edge, gape, and gon>s slaty. Legs and 
feet bright yellow, soles paler; claws brownbh. 

MISCELLANEOUS. ‘ Far superior to Grey Quail as a table delicacy * ( J. C. 
Higgins, Manipur). 

254. Nicobar Blaebreasted Qnail. Cotumix ckinensis irinkutensis 
(Richmond) 

Exealfutoria Irinkutensis Richmond, 1902, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 25: 310 
(Trmkul Island, Nicobar group) 

Baker, FBI No. 1949, Vol. 5: 371 

xjOCal name. Mul (Car Nicobar). 

SIZE and field characters. As of the nominate race (253), q.v., but 
sec Key to the Subspcdcs. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident. The Nicobar group of 
blands; Car Nicobar, Trinkut, Camorta. Possibly abo others not yet ex- 
plored. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE, ctc. Nothing spcdfically recorded as 
diflerent from 253. 

BREEDING. Unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis. Male. Adult differs from C. c. ckinensis in being much 
darker generally. Back suffused with the slaty blue of the breast, and the pale shaft- 
streaks absent or obsolete. 

Female darker and more ridily coloured than in 253. Ground colour of upper- 
parts grey rather than brown. Underparts completely barred. 

MEASURE34ENTS. o' 9 Wing c. 70; bill (from feathers) r. 10 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 253. 

Genus Perdicula Hodgson 

Perdieula Hodgson, 1837, Bengal Sport, \Iag. 9: 344. Type, by original designation, 
Perdicula rubicola Hodgson = Perdix asialica Latham 
C^topUetrvn Strcubcl, 1842, in Ersch & Gruber, KHg. Encj’cl., sect. 3, 16; 291. 

T>pc, by monotjpy, Cotumix erythrorkpuha Sykes 

In many respects closer to Partridges than Quafis though of small sire like latter. 
Bin short and thick; culmca very convex. \N’ing short, rounded: first primary (as.) 
equal to 8th; fourth primary* longest. Tail of 12 feathers, of about half length of 
wing. Tarsus as long as middle toe with claw and armed writh a short blunt spur. 

Genus peculiar to the Indian subregion. 
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A Firjt primary equals eighth \ 

B First primary equals tenth 

1 Irmcr wchs of primario brown throughout P. aAitica 

Iruier webs of primaries mottled or barred with buff. . . .P. argaondcK 

2 Upper surface brown with black spots P. ttjlhmh^ndia 

Vppa surface slat)- grey with black bars and spots P. mampmnms 

Perdicuia asiatica (Latham) 

Key to the Snhspecies 

A Uppcrparls brown blotched svitb blackish; bu% shaff-streaks of 

scapulars contrasting with rest of plumage P. a. uitUiai 

B Upperparts darker; huffy shafteitreaks of scapulars reduced in extent 
so that these parts do not contrast so strongly with the rest of the 

^ P'-'^SC a, ary/aamri, 

C Upperparts paler, more sandy bro^vn /> a. pmjaubi 

D Upperparts with deep reddish tint ^ 

E Upperparts paler than A with no reddish tint; chin and throat dark 
chocolate-brown {contra chestnut) a/tellorei 
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255. Jungle Bush Q^all. Perdicuia asiatica asiatica (Latham) 

Mix asiatica Latham, 1790, Index Om. 2 : 649 (Mahratta region, India) 
Baker, FBI No. 1953, Vol 5: 377 
Plate 32, fig. U 

LO^ NAMES. Mwa (Hindi); Vana ISvari (Gujarat); Jukar (Manbhum)- Auri- 
connai(S»nth&li}; Girza pitta (Tclugu); Kdrihwya (Kannada); Varikdda (Malayalam) 
SIZE. Grey Quail c. 17 cm. (6| in.). 

mu3 CHARACTERS. A squat and plump 
httle partridge-likc bird. 

Male.^ Above fulvous-brown, streaked and 
mottled ^vith black and buff. A prominent 
buff-and-chestnut superciliary' stripe from fore- 
head and down sides of neck. Below white 
closely barred with black. Chin and throat 
bright chestnut. 

Female. Above like male. Below^ pale pink- 
ish rufous with bright chestnut throat-patch 
as in male. (Sec also Museum Diagnosis.) 
Young (immature). Paler; less rufous more brown overall and finely 
streaked above and below with creamy while. ^ 

and HABITAT. Resident. Gujarat (excepting 
Kutch) Maharashtra (excepting S. Konkan). Madhya Pradesh, Bihar. 
Urjssa, Andhra, Madras, Mysore. Boundaries between the races not pro- 
perly ^vorked out. Plains and up to c. 1250 metres in the hills especiallv 
■around teiraced cultivation. Affects grass-and-scrub jungle and open 
secMdaty forest in deciduous biotope, seldom entering standing crops 
The species absent in Sind, W. Rajasthan, E. PaTcistan, and Assam' 
OENEi^ HABITS Kec^ in coveys of 6 to 20. When resong in daytime 
or roostmg at night the birds form themselves into ‘ squares squaW'ng 
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bunched together under a bush all faring outward. The covey suddenly 
‘ explodes rising svith a great svfiirr of wings when almost trodden upon 
and dispersing in all directions. These explosions are apt to prove disconcert- 
ing when one is tensely tracking dangerous game such as a wounded tiger 
in forest 1 The birds drop in the undergrowth after a short flight, and the 
covey soon rc-unites with the aid of the s'oft whistling rally calls. The covc)i 
troop down to drink in the mornings and evenings in more or less single 
file, and shift from one feeding ground to another in like manner, using the 
same little paths or tunnels formed in the matted and bent-over grass day 
after day. Cocks pugnacious in breeding season. 

As a game bird it usually forms a minor but useful supplement to the small 
game shooter's mixed bag. Though not difficult <o bring dotvn tvith a shot- 
gun they can account for an unwarranted number of misses by the fluster 
they cause by exploding when least expected, and the failure of the sports- 
man to fix his eye on one bird at a time when so many are simultaneously 
scurrying off in different directions. To those familiar with the American 
Bobwhite Quail this habit will be very reminiscent. 

FOOD. Grass- and weed seeds, bajra and other millets, lentils (iiwcng), 
and small insects especially termites. A quantity of grit usually found in 
stomachs. Sometimes springs up a couple of inches to pluck grass or millet 
seeds from a growing culm, a number of birds together frius engaged present- 
ing a comical sight. 

VOICE and calls. Rallying call when a covey has got scattered: a soft 
musical whistling whi’-xtihi-whi-whi-whx etc. by memben from dificrent- 
dircciions. In breeding season cocks constantly challenge with harsh grating 
notes as of drongos ‘ arguing ' at the onset of thrir breeding season: cht^ 
chee-chucky chei-ckee-chucky etc. 

BREEDING. Scoson, Dot wcH defined,' ranges between August and April. 
JVejt, a shallow scrape in the ground lined with grass, at the base of a grass 
tussock in scrub jungle. EggSt 4-8 creamy white. Average size of 140 eggs 
(mixed races and possibly also including eggs of P. argoondah) 25 *4 X 19 '5 mm. 
(Baker). Cock believed to be monogynous. Hen only incubates; period 
16-18 days. 

Museum Diagnosis, This (nominate) race is a dark, blackish-looking bird quite 
clearly diflereniinted from the red birds (vidali) found below the Western Ghats in 
South Konk.in, as well .'u from the grey or sandy coloured bird (punjaubi) found in 
other parts of the Indian range of the species. 

Some adult females have a faint indication of black and while barring on lower' 
throat and breast. This is not to be confused with the truly black-and-white fcathen 
found irregularly on juvenile males which have moulted some of their juvenile 
feathers. 

For description of chick in down and juvenile plumage see under P. a. punjaubi. 
Comparative stages of P. a. asiatica differ from it only in being a darker, blackish 


brown in tone, emphasizing the subspecific difference 

MEASUREMENTS 

between it and punjaubi. 

IVing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o'ff' (ad.) 81-88 

13-17 

24-30 

34-41 mm. 

9 9 (ad.) 80-88 

13-16 

23-31 

32-41 mm. 
(SA, HW) 
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Weight 2-2-85 oz. (c. 57-82 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOUIU or BAKE FMTS. Irb light to orange-brow. Bill homy- or slaty black, 
peyer on lower mandible and base of commusure. Legs and feet dull yellowish or 
dusky orange; claws brorvnbh flesh colour. 


256. Punjab Jangle Bush Quail. Perdicuia asiatiea punjaubi Whistler 
Perdkula ajiatica puajaubi'WhMa, 1939, Bull. Brit. Orn, Cl. 59; 76 (Ambala Puniab) 
Baker, FBI No. 1953 (part), Vol. 5: 377 

LOCAL NAitE. Lowwa (Hindi). ^ 

SIZE and nBLD characters. As of 255, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies 

STATOS pi^BunOH and habstat. Resident. Kashmir, Punjab, Hima- 

AffLr'^d'^"''’ ‘200 metre elevation. 

Affects dry scrub-and-bush country. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of 255. 
in2^°‘”'’' Oc'ob"- Mrl and-ijs- as 

eolo!^™ (255) in its markedly paler 

» oration. Male (adult), direr, paler, more sandy brosvn with conspicuous pale 
ha,™g on rump, upper tail-covcrts, and tail. Dark blotching on scapulars Ld 
ternane, less etenstve and conspicuous. Below, black bars, as a rule, narrower and 
»o not appearing quite so black. 

sJnnl^ Oark blotching of the 
scapulars and icriiancs less extensive, ^ 

First-winter birds and c\'cn the juveniles arc similarly paler. 

Chick (in down). ' From base of bill over croum, down centre of back to tail 

f ™ "P'^-t’fbUal stripe reaching nape and surmounting a 

^w dark brmvn superchan- «ripe; ear-coverts and a short lioustachial streak 
dark brown. Rest ^upperp.Trts dappird rmty bro.m and light brown; underparts 
ochraceous-grey ’ (Tieehurst). ““ocrparis 

Young (^ture). ‘ Srara alike. A broad band down the centre of the crown 
brown, riged smh blackrsh brown; a broad fulvous-white supercihum from the 
lora to the postenor rfgc of the ear-covem; cheeks and ear-coverts dark bro™ with 
whtush shaft-streaks. Upper plumage warm sandy brot™, the feathers of the hind 
neck, upper back and wing.co\ crt5 with conspicuous fulvous shafi-streaks and brok 
blackish ban, Uie shaff-streaks becoming broader on the scapulara and the hara 
becoming black patcha on tlicir inner webs, rrimaries dark brmvn mottled and 
streaked with sandy fulvous; secondaries, terUaries, and tall warm sandy browm 
vflth fuh-ous shafts and mottled, speckled and barred with fulvous and blackish 
brown. Lower plumage vinous buff, the chin, throat and bre-sst with shining white 
thaft -streaks. 

‘ This juvenile plumage seems to be moulted rather gradually during the first 
winter, giring place to the respecUve adult male and female plumages. As in other 
game birds the Outer two or tlirce juvenile primaries, more pointed in character 
than those that will succeed ihero, are appaimlly Tciained to the first past-nuptial 
moult, but they are not alu-a)*! easy to recogniie * (WTiistler). 

MEASUREUiLVTs and COLOURS OF TAKz TARTS. As in 255. 
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257. Konlcaa Jungle Bash Quail. Perdicuia asiatica oidali 
Whistler & Kinncar 

Perdicuia asiatica wVrii WTiistler & Kinnear, 1936, Jour. Bom. nat. Hist. Soc. 38; 686 
(Kebi, South Konkan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1953 (pari), Vol. 5; 377 

LOCAL NAsre. Louwa (Marathi). 

SIZE and held characters. As of 255, q.v. See Key to tlic Subspedes. 

^ATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Malabar coast from about 
Bombay south to Mallapuram (Malabar disl., Kerala) and Kodaikanal, Palni 
Hills. Plains and up to c. 1 500 m. elevation. Affects dry scrub-and-bush country. 

Race in S. Kerala needs confirming. Exact boundaries between the races 
not properly worked out. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of 255. 

BREEDING. Scoson not well defined. Practically all months; perhaps 
more concentrated between July and February. Am/ and eggs as in 255. 

Museum Diagnosis. Both adult and immaiure birds differ from Ihc nominate 
race (255) in the deep reddish tinge of the whole upper plumage, which is even more 
particularly marked 'on the croum. In adult males, moreover, the black barring of 
the lower plumage is broader than in nominate asiatica. 

UEASUREKEKTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 255. ' 

257a. Tanul Nadu Jungle Bush Quail* P. a. vellorei* 

258. Ceylon Jungle Bash Quail. Perdicuia asiatica cejhnensis 
Whistler & Kinnear 

Perdicuia asiatica c^'hnensis WhUtlcr fic Kinnear, 1936, Jour. Bom. nat. Hist. Soc. 

38: 686 (Cocoaw’attc, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1953 (part), Vol. 5: 377 

LOCAL NAMES. Pandora waluwd, Wit trotmva (Sinhala) ; Kodai (Tamil). 

SIZE and field characters. As of 2b5, q.v. See Kc)' to the Subspecies. 

STATUS, DisTRiBuno.v and habitat. Endemic. Resident in the low- 
country Dr>' zone. * Fairly plentiful in a small area of grassy jungle countr)' 
to SE. of the Uva hills, bounded roughly by the Mahawcli-ganga to the 
NE., the foothills of the Uva ranges and the Kumbukkan river in the SW. 
Occasional in the low hills round Passara * (Phillips). 

GENERAL iiABim, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As or255. 

BREEDING. Seoson, ‘ about March and April * (Phillips). AV/t and eggs as 
in 255. 

Museum Diagnosis. Upper plumage of both sexes much darker iJiroughout than 
io the nominate race (255) ; the black blotching and pale shaft -streaks of the scapulars 
reduced in extent so that tb^e parts do not contrast so strongly with the rest of the 
plumage. TTic chestnut throat-palch is also far darker than in P. a. asiatica. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS Of RARE PARTS. Al in 255. 

Perdicula arooo.vdah (Sykes) 


Key to the Snbepecies Page 

A Upperparts brown "1 p. ertoondah <7 

B Upperparts much paler than those of the nominate form... 

c. meineTtzhagtni 49 

C Upperparts bright brick red P. e. lalimelit 50 

• Srr Apprfiiiix 
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259» Rajasthan Rock Bosh Qnai!. Pcrdicula argoondah meinertzhageni 
"Whistler 

Pndiada cr^ondok vwnntzhagmi Whistler, 1937, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 58: 19 
^ajirabad, Rajputaca) 

Baker, FBI No. 1954 (part), Vol. 5: 379 

locAi. NAME. Loxcwa (Hindi). 

Rtyy. and FiEU) characters. As of 260, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspecies, 
and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoK and HABITAT. Resident. From Hariana (SE. 
Punjab) and Uttar Pradesh across Rajasthan and N. Gujarat to Kutch 
and Saurashtra, and east to western and northern Madhya Pradesh. Affects 
stony, sparsely thom*scnibbed country in semi-desert fades. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of 260. 

BREEDING. StasoTi cxtends practically throughout the year but more general 
between Scptcmber/Octobcr and January/Fcbniary. }fest and eggs as in 260. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (260) in being much paler 
in oiloradon. The barring on the lower plumage of the male is less hea \7 in appear- 
ance, as the black bars arc individually narrower. 

Chick (in down): * Crown and napc'brown, barred with black, the feathers of 
the f o re crow n with pale shafts; supcrdlxum extending be>*ond car-co^’erts pale 
creamy fulvous; car-coverts and checks mixed bufiy bro\vn and dark browiL 
Remainder of upper plumage earthy brown the feathers speckled and broadly barred 
with black, and with fulv'ous shaft-streaks, these markings becoming obsolescent on 
the rump and upper tail-coverts. Primaries, secondaries, tertiaries -and tail warm 
sandy brown, barred and freckled on both webs with brownish black, the tertiaries 
with broad fulvous shaft-stripes and black blotches on the inner webs. Chin various- 
buff; remainder of lower plumage fulvous-buff, the throat, breast, and to a less 
extent the flanks, barred wth blackish brown, the feathers with white shafts. 

* Young (immature). The juvenile plumage of P» argocnidh differs frorn that 
of P. tfriafiffl in one most marked detail, Inst^d of being roughly unicolorous below 
with shining white streaks, the throat and breast arc barred ^vith blackish, thereby 
supcrfid^Iy resembling the adult male. This explains why in this species one meets 
numbers of immature females which seem to have a mixture of male and female 
feathers below. The warm vinous-buff of the female underparts is, in these birds, 
mixed with barred black-and-white feathers which arc remnants of the juvenile 
plumage. Da the other hand in csiatiea the birds with mixed vinous-buff and black 
and white barred underparts are young males exchanging the %dnous-buff Juvenile 
plumage for the adult black and white bars. Thus, in the case of argoondah the black 
and white bars arc ju\'enile feathers; in the case of asiatica they arc adult feathers. 

* The distinction is interesting and important, and essential to an understanding 
of the two spedes * (Whistler). 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 260. 

260. Deccan Rock Bask Qoail. Perdicula argoondah argoondah (Sykes) 
Cotwnix Argoondah Sykes, 1832, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 153 (Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No, 1954 (part), Vol. 5: 379 
Plate 32, fig. 10 

LOCAL NA&TES. Lowwa (Jlindi and Marathi); Latcunka (Tclugu); Sinna kdda 
(Tanul). Commonly not differentiated from Jungle Bush Quail, and names 
indtscriminately used for both. 
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SIZE. Grey Quail — ; c. 17. cm. (6j in.). 

FIELD CHAJtACTERs. A squat and plump quail. 

Male easily confiisablc Tvith Jungle Bush Quail (255) except for absence 
of buff supcrcafaiy stripe, and dull brick-red instead of bright chestnut 
throat-patch. 

Female distinguished from 255 chiefly by absence of red throat-patch. 
Qiin whitish. Throat and underparts warm rinaccous- or pinkish buff. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Peninsular India from 
about Berar south through the Deccan to Madras. How much further south 
not known. Affects dry stony scnib-and-bush countr)'. 

Exact boundaries beUveen the races not properly worked out, nor the 
exact status of the spedes P. asiatica and P. argoondah inter se. In many areas 
their distributions overlap, but on the whole this spedes will be found in 
drier and stonier fades than P, asiatica which prefers thicker-scnibbcd 
country and open dedduous forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing spedfically recorded 
as different from P. asiatica except habitat preference. 

BREEDING. iS’fflson, undefined, practically throughout the year, var>dng 
with locality. Prindpal months March-April and August to November, ^ 
Akrt, as of Jungle Bush Quail, a scrape in the ground lined wth grass, at 
the base of a thorn bush or grass tussock, or under protection of a rock, 

8, generally 5 or 6, creamy ivhitc, indistinguishable from those of 
255. Average size of 100 eggs (mixed races and possibly also including eggs 
of P. asiatica) 25‘6 X 20*1 min. (Baker). Cock believed to be monogymous. 
Hen alone incubates; period 16-18 days. 

Museuvi Diagnosis. In the species asiatica inner webs of the primaries in cdtdU 
unmarked; in argoondah barred or mottled with fulvous in most (but not all) sped- 
mens. This character must therefore be used with great caution, particularly since 
the juvenile primaries in both species are normally marked on the inner web. 

Young (immature^. For description sec imder race meinettzhagtni (259). 

Chick (in down). Uadescribed. Presumably as of mcinerizhagenit q.v. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

d'tJ' 82-89 13-16 25-27 44-47 mm. 

9 9 82-86 14-16 24-25 40-47 mm. 

(from skull) (SAl 

Weight 6 d d 60-74 (av. 66) ; 4 ? $ (av. 60*25) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris light to orangc-bitmTi. Bill homy or slaty black, 
greyer on lower mandible and at base of commissure. Legs and feet dull ydlowish 
or dusky orange; -daws b^o^vnish flesh colour. 

261. Mysore or Laterste Rock Bosh Quail. Perdicula argoondah salimalii 
Whistler 

Perdicula argoondah salimaixi ^Vhistlc^, 1943, Jour. Bom. nat. Hist. Soc. 44: 208 
(Marikanive, Mysore) 

Baker, FBI No. 1954 (part), Vol. 5: 379 

LOCAL NAME. Kmpa husra (Kannada). 
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SIZE and field cntARAcrERs. As of 260, q.v. See Key to the Subspedes. 
STATUS,^ DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. East-central Mysore, 
lat. c. 14 N, (Chitaldrug district). Extent of range not kno^vn. Affects 
stony latcritc and moorum, scraggy grass-covered country*, where its coloration 
matches the soil remarkably. 

ce^ral HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing spedfically recorded 

as different from 260. 

BREEDING. Season^ Akr/, and -£jggr. Not recorded; presumably as in 260, 
bpeomens m breeding condition taken in January*. 

, a 1 e (adult). Whole upper plumage, wings, and tail 

onght bnck-nd, ap-edng with the colour of the forehead in the nominate race (260). 
1-orehcad and a line abos’c the. buff superdliary streak unmarked; rest of upper 
^ and streaked and motUed 

u species. Lower plumage sitmlar to that of?, o. argoondah 

'* ^ ^ warmer in tint; washed >vith brick-red on flanks, lower abdomen 

and imder tail«covcrts. 

(mmiature), Upperparts as in ad. ^ (above), but dark barring largely 
cn ; e buff shaft-streaks terminate in triangular buff spots, more conspicuous 
M scapulaij. and teriiariej. Lower plumage warm buff tinged with brick- 

red, the throat and breast irregularjy barred mth dark brown. 


kmASUREME.S*TS 

'Ving BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

2 d’o' ad. 80-85 13-14 28-27 38-41 mm. 

COLOUM or BARE PART*. As in 260 . 

Perdicula ERyrHRORKVNCHA (Sykes) 

Key to the Safasp«caes 

Darker and larger ftj^hrarhrscha , , 

Paler and smaller bUuitti 


262. Painted Bash Quail. Perdicula eiylhroTkyiu:ha eiytkrorhyncha (Sykes) 
Cotumix erythrcrhyncka Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 153 
(l^li Valley, North Konkan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1955, Vol. 5: .381 
Plate 32, fig. 7 

local Names. Kohm'laictL'a (Hindi); Kadai (Tamil); jlfnri kSda (Malayalam), 
SIZE. Grey- Quail — ; length c. 18 cm. (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark but brightly coloured quail with conspicuous 
deep rtd bill and legs diagnostic e%’cn in &ght. 

Male, dftorr, olivc-broiNTi finely streaked 
with white and boldly spotted or blotched 
svith black. A narrosv svhitc band running 
back\N‘ard from forccrosvn doivn sides of 
blackish head and nape. Below, a cons- 
picuous white throat-patch bordered by a 
narrow black loop. Rest of underparts 
X r. 1 chestnut, mottled boldly with black and white 

on flanks. 
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Female. Upperparts more or less as in male. Head and throat dull 
rufous lacking the white throat-patch and head stripe. Underparts rufous, 
lightly blotched with black on flanks. 

STATUS, DisnuBunoN and habitat. Resident. The Western Ghats strip 
of country from about Khandala south through Kerala, including the 
associated hill ranges in CJoorg, My'sore, and adjoining Salem district of 
Madras (Shevaroy Hills), between c. 600 and 2000 metres elevation. Affects 
tall grass and broken foothills country interspersed with cultivation; also 
thin scrub on open hillsides along the edge of forest in moist-dedduous 
biotope. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to the other Bush Quails (255, 260), Keeps 
in coveys of 6 to 15 birds which troop out to feed in the opener patches in 
the mornings and evenings, then also commonly seen dusting themselves on 
the sides of jungle paths and cart tracks. When flushed, the covey scatters 
in all dirccrions, the birds tumbling into the undergrowth after a short 
flight. They begin their rally calls to each other almost at once, and soon 
work their ivay back through the bushes to re-unite. 

FOOD. Grass- and weed seeds, grain, shoots, and small insects, cspcdally 
termites. A quantity of grit is swallowed with the food. 

VOICE and calie. A short whistle like that of Grey Quail when flushed. 
Rally calls I very soft whistles, something like those of Perdicula astalica in 
runs of about two seconds* duration, repeated every couple of seconds or so, 
‘rising gradually till it reaches a certain pitch which note is repeated a few 
times and then dies doivm more rapidly. TTiis is also the female s usual call 
(A. M. Primrose). It is syllabified as tu-tu-twiu-tutu-tutu-tutlu (Davison), and 
has a curious ventriloquistic quality. Breeding call of cock a pleasant triple 
note kirikee, kirikee, etc. The birds can be readily decoyed by means of caged 
caU birds or an imitation of their calls, the approaching bird anssvenng the 
challenge every few yards as he advances. 

BREEDING. SeosoJi not wcH defined, variable locally, and covering most 
months of the year. A'kft, a scrape in the ground, sometimes Uned with a little 
grass; placed at the root ofa bush or grass clump. Eggs, 4 to 7 and up to 10; 
creamy buff to cafe-auAait \rith a fair gloss, indistinguishable from those of 
the Jungle Bush Quail. Average size of 140 eggs 25-4 X 19*5 mm- (Baker). 
Male eridcntly monog>'nous. Incubation by female alone; penod 16-18 
da>*s. Both parents tend the young. The chicks fly at a ver>' early age. even 
when sflU down-clad mites scarcely bigger than bumble-bees. 

Museum Diagnosis, For dcirils of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit.; for subspecies Key. 

Chick (in doivn) inadequately described. * Wth three stripes of a light cream 
colour extending coum thrir backs ’ (Mbs Cockbum, Nilgiris). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Ulng Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from ainjll) 

o-ios 81-87 14-16 23-25 48-44 mm. 

o p 81-86 14-16 t. 24 33-45 mm. 

(<mar92) (SA,m5T 

Wright t? 9 2-4 to 3-1 OE. (e. 76-83 gm.) —Hume. 

OOEOCRS OE BARE PARTS. Iris light yellow-brorvii or hazd-brown. BUI, legs and 
feet deep red; in >TJung birds duller red or brownish red. 
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263, NortHcrn Painted BnsH Qnail. Perdicula trylhroTiQ'ncha blntntti 
(Hume) 

Munperdix Blewtli Anonymous = Huine» 1874, Stray Feathers 2; 512 (Raipur) 
Baker, FBt No. 1956, Vol. 5: 382 

LOCAi. KAUzs, S'tTSu loTvicc (Mandla, Balagbat, Chanda — hfedhya Pradesh); 
Hukrr (Bengal) ; Huker gvndii (Santhali). 

SIZE. Grey Quail — ; length c. 16 cm. (6^ in.). 

held characters. As for 262, q.v. See Key to the Subspcdcs, and 
Musetim Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident in an area north and cast 
of the range of the nominate race (262) , viz. eastern Maharashtra (Bhandara, 
Chanda dists.), eastern Madhya Pradesh (Mandla, Balaghat, Bastar dists., 
etc,), Bihar, Orissa, and "VV. Bengal. Affects forest tracts and scrub jungle in 
low hilly deciduous biotope, up to t. 1000 metres elevation, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and GALLS. As of 262. * During the season 

of courtship the male utters a single loud note often repeated * (R. Thomp- 
son). 

BRKRDiNO, Season^ extended and ill defined as in 262, AVrf and eggs 
similar to those ofP. e. erjthrcrhjmcho. 

Museum Diagnosis- Male distinguished from 262 by much broader white 
sincipital band {j.c. on front part of head, between forehead and crown), narrower 
blade forehead, and black on chin being absent or obsolete. Bro%vn greyish wash 
on breast stronger and conung lower down. More white on feathers of flanlcs. 
Female paler and dulfer than 9 262. 

UEASURZMEKTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

76-84 13-14 r.26 3^-44 mm. 

(Baker) 

Weight r? 9 1 *65 to 2 *3 oz. (e. 50-70 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill, legs and feet coral red. 

Perdicula manipurensis Hume 
Key to the Snbspecies 


Upper surface boldly marked wth black P.m. maidpurensxs 

Upper surface faintly marked with black ,.P.m. inglisi 


264. Assam Painted Bash Quail. Perdicula mampuTensis inglisi 
(Ogilvie-Grant) 

Mieroperdix ingUsi OgilviC'Grant, 1909, Jour. Bora. nat. Hist. Soc. 19: 1 and pi. 
(Goalpara, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 1958, Vol. 5: 384 
x^>CAL NAME. Kil<t goondri (Goalpara, Assam). 
size. Grey Quail length e. 20 cm. (7^ in.). 
piEi^ CHARACTERS. As foT 265, q.v. Scc Key to the Subspecies. 
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STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident; local and parochial 
Northern W. Bengal (duars) and Assam nortli of Brahmaputra river, front 
about Jalpaiguri to Sadiya. Affects damp grassland and scrub jungle especial- 
ly in nullahs, in moist-dedduous foothills country. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Asof265. . 

BREEDiKO. Nothing recorded except that adults showed signs of breeding 
(Goalpara, Assam) in the beginning of March, and a fully fledged ^-Qung 
one tvas obtained on 1 1 January (C. M. Inglis). 

Museum Diagnose. IVf a I e diflers from the nominate race (265) in being ralker 
paler and less boldly marked with black abo^'e and below. 

Female. Paler and more grey than 9 R manipureTtm, with the bbdtmarb 
ings on lower plumage less conspicuous, ^ 

Young (immature). Browner than adult but more heavily marked with black. 
Bill dark grey, pale at tip and base of lower mandible. Legs and feet flesh colour. 

MEASUREMENTS 3S in 265. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brmvH. Bill dark grey, lighter and soraetimo 
tinged with yellow at base. Legs and feet orange-red, somewhat paler on hind 
tarsus; claws light brown. 

265. Manipur Painted Bush Quail. Perdicula manipurensis rrmipurensis 
Hume 

Perdicula manipurensis Hume, 1881, Stray Feathers 9: 467 (Bases of the hills in the 
southeastern portion of the Manipur plain) 

Baker, PBI No. 1957, Vol 5: 383 • 

Plate 32, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES, tanz sotbol (ss'trap quail*), Sorhol amuha (=*'* black quail*) 
— Manipur. 

SIZE. Grey Quail ri;; length e. 20 cm. (7| in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Overall effect, especially underparts, rcminiscenl 
of a miniature Black Partridge. 

Male. Above. Forehead and sides of face rufous-chestnut, with a fine 
white line through eye. Upperparts dark slaty grey barred throughout and 
boldly blotched in the scapular region wth velvety black. Btlow, chin and 
throat rufous-chestnut. Neck and upper breast ashy grey spotted with 
black. Rest of underparts rufous-buff) greyer on flanks, each feather wth a 
bold black cross formed by a shaft-streak and a broader transverse band. 
Under tail-coverts black spotted with white. 

Female duller and paler with no rufous on head. Rufous of underparU 
replaced by pale greyish buff, particularly pale on centre of chin and throat. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. ' Resident. Manipur and the Assam 
hill ranges south of Brahmaputra river: Cachar, lOiasi, Naga, etc., lulls up 
to c. KXX) m. elevation. Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh. Affects moist 
tall elephant-grass covered areas; in the Manipur Valley sometimes bogs 
and swamps. Not very rare but easily passed over till its characteristic call 
learnt and recognized. Believed to be getting scarcer in Manipur since e. 
1930 (J.C. Higgins). 

GENERAL HABITS, Kccps in covcys of 5 or 6. Lives in tall grass, is shy, 
and therefore seldom seen. Comes out into burnt grass patches with netv 
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ihoots sprouting, in the early morning and late afternoon. In flight and 
behaviour a typical bush quail. 

FOOD. Grass seeds, wild lentils, ants and other insects. 

VOICE and Described from a captive female as * a clear, softly 

whistled whii-il-it^it-M, each it slightly higher in tone till they tend to nm 
into one another at the end. Repeated 3 or 4 times, becoming louder and 
higher each time * (Powell Connor). 

BREEDiNo. Little knoivn. Apparently only a single nest so far taken 
(13 May) on a grassy plateau surrounded by evergreen forest on the 
Manipur-Cachar border — a hollow scraped in the ground among grass 
roots. It contained 4 eggs exactly Ukc those of Perdicula eo>throrlijwlia (262) 
but whiter. They measured c. 30 x 24 mm. 

Musrum I5iAGNOsa. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BiU Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

c?9 80-B6 14-15 r. 25-26 45-52 mm. 

Weight 2J to 2i oz. (r. 64-78 gm.) — Baker. 

COLOURS op BARE PARTT. Irb dark bfown or hazel. Bill dark grey, yeUowiib 
at base. Legs and feet orange-red to deep vennilion; claws light brown. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Claimed by one experienced sportsman (J. C. Higgins 
htanipur) to be better for the table than any other game bird, surpassing 
floncan, gaigancy teal or junglefowl in the delicacy of its all-white flesh. 

Genus Arborophila Hodgson 

Artcrvphila Hodgson, 1837, Madras Jour. Lit, Sri. 5 : 303. T>-pc, by monotypy 
Perdix olivacea Latham * = Perdix tor^ueola Valenciennes 

Superficially typical partridges but differing from both Francolinus and Perdix in 
habits and important structural details. There is a supra-orbital njw of bone« in 
the shtU extending front the ladurymal to the post-orbitaf process such as is found in 
the Tinamous of the Neotropical Region, Tarsus comparatively longer than In 
frmocolim, without spurs, about equal in length to middle toe with claw. Qaws 
on anterior toes long and itnughU lYmg short and rounded: first primary (as.) 
bcD^'ccn 8th and lOth in length; 4lh and 5th primaries subequal and longest. Tail 
of 14 soft feathers equal to about half length of wing. 



The genus, containbg the Hfll Partridges, ranges from the weslem Him.alayai 
right across to eastern Axsam and through the Indochinese and lDdoma]a}*an regions. 
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Key fo the Species 


A No chestnut on flanks... i , . .A. atngvlons 

B Feathers of flatiks more or less chestnut ^ 

1 

Breast brownish or grey ... - * *f 

a Crown 

Crown chestnut or nlive-brown with black Spots A. torqiieo a 
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B 


Arborophila torqueola (Valcnricnncs) 

. Key to the Snbspeciesi 


Breast brownish; crown olive-brown w’ith black spots *,* VJ ! 

A. t. torgusola [9) 


Breast grey, cro^vn chestnut 

Sides of neck more or less chestnut. . . . . 

No chestnut on sides of neck 

a Abdomen pure white 

Abdomen rufescent 

Rufous of abdomen richer and darker- 


1 

A.t. hotmani ■ 

a 

A. t. torqueola (o’) 
......A.t. millardi 

A. t. intersfincta 
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266. Simla Hill Partridge. Arborophila torqueola millardi (Baker) 

Arhoncola torqueola millardi Baker, 1921, Bull. Brit, Orn. Cl. 41: lOl (Koteghu ) 
Baker, FBI No. 1960, Vol. 5: 388 

local names. Bolt, Bdm chukra (Himachal Pradesh); Peara, Bart Uetdr (Hindi). 

m. (11 in.). 


SIZE. 

FIELD 


Grey Partridge — ; length c. 28 cm. (11 m.). • „A 

CHARACTERS. As for 267, q.v. See Key to the Subspeacs a 
Museum Diagnosis. ^ t o j h nd 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Himachal ^ , 

Punjab Himalayas, in Chamba, Kangra, Simla, etc. between c. I on 
3000 metres elevation, occasionally to c. 4000 m. Affccls forest broken up y 
ravines and kAuds with heavy evergreen undergrowth. ^ mr 7 \ 

GENERAL HABITS,’ FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of thc nominate 
Putative call described by Whistler (in the Simla hills c. 1600-23 ^ 

alt.) as ‘ a very gentle, melancholy, poor or pkeaw — at closer quart 
sounding more like quaaw *. Hcafd throughout May, June and early part o 

J'^y* j, 

BREEDING. Seoson evidently, as in 267, April to June, thc only 
cd of this subspcdcs having the full dutch of 9 eggs completed on 2 May. 
Jfest (in tills ease) a scraped-out hole in a bank, domed over with grass. 
E^s. Average size of above clutch 44*0 X 32 *2 mm. (^Vhistlcr). 

Muscum Diaonojb. Male (adult) diflers from A. t. torqutola (207) in 
the chestnut of the crown Jess bright and darker. Breast palrr. Ins pure grey, and 
tinged with ashy. Abdomen nearly always strongly suffused with ruldus. 

Female (adult) differs from 9 267 in having the chestnut of die throat 
paler, and the bt^ast paler and much more rufovs^grey- 
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Chick (mdow’n),f. 1 day old. ‘Abroad band of diestnut from base of bQl (where 
it is pindicd in) to near the nape where it is 12*5 mm.; a broad buff superdlium 
extending densm the side of the neck. A blackish bro%NTi streak from p>o 5 tcrior comer 
of the c^'c broadening out over the car-cm'crts. Back, to extremity of body, dark 
bitWTa mottled lightly with red-brown. Side of body, including wing, mottled dark 
and lighter red-brown. Chin and throat pale buff, A band across breast dark brown 
mottled with buff and grey which also spreads along the flanks. Abdomen pale buff. 

* Bni: upper and lower mandibles yellow except across the nostrib where it is 
horn. Legs and feet dusky yellow. Iris deep reddish brown ’ (A. E. Jones), 
UEASUREKESTS. Wing o'cf’ 150-161; 9 9 I44-I55 mm^ (Baker). 
coLOuas OP BARE PARTS. As in 267. 


267. Common Hill Partridge. Arborophila iorqueola'lOTqueola 
(Valenciennes) 

Ptriix torqunla Valendennes, 1826 (1825), Diet. Sd. Nat, cd, levrault, 38; 435 
(Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1959 (part), Vol._5: 386 
Plate 31, frg. 6 

IjOCAL. HAUZ3. Pmc, Ban Uftar (Hindi- Kumaon, Garh^s’al, Nepal, etc.) ; Kohambui 
(Lcpcha); Pao-er (Mishmi); Desha (Cachar); Dubai (Nowgong, Assam). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge length c. 28 cm. (1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dumpy, sbort-tailcd olive-brown partridge. 

Male. Above, Crowm and nape bright chestnut, the latter spotted with 
black. Narrow forehead and broad superdlium black, A black-spotted 
chestnut line under superdlium. Cheeks black. Ear-coverts bright chestnut. 
A ring of bare crimson skin round eye. Upperparts golden olivc-browTi finely 
barred or scalloped %vith black and broadly mottled with chestnut and blati 
BeloWf chin, throat and neck black, the last ^vith white streaks. Breast gre>*, 
separated from forcncck by a white band. Rest of underparts grey and Tvhite, 
with broad chestnut stre^ and white drops on flanks. Vent rufous-\vhite 
with black bars. Under tail-coverts black and white. 

Female. Abovey similar but with the crowm browm, streaked with black. 
BdotCy chin and throat rufous, spotted with black. Breast brownish, sepaxated 
from throat by a chestnut instead of white band. 

Young (immature) male like adult <J’ but with the supcrcilia absent 
or obsolete. No chestnut on flanks; only a little on wing-coverts. Underparts 
spotted ^rith white from breast to vent, 

STATVS, DiSTRiBimoK ' and HABITAT. Resident. The Himalayas from 
Garhwal through Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhutan to extreme eastern Assam 
north of Brahmaputra river (NE. Frontier Agency Tract) fix>m c. 1500 to 
4000 metres elevation. Affects ravines, khuds, and hillsides w'hcre not too 
steep and dad in dense forest of banj oak {Quercus incana), laurel, and other 
evergreen trees and shrubs. 

Exlralimtal. SE. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarious. Kccps 5n cover’s of 5 to 10 birds in dense 
undergrowth, scratching for food amongst the rich mulch and humus on 
the forest floor. Trusts to its legs for escape, but when suddenly come upon 
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or flushed by a dog, will fly strongly, manoeuvring dextrously through the 
maze of tree-trunks and other obstades, and often take refuge up in a leafy 
branch. Roosts at night in trees, the covey sitting huddled together along 
a branch. Once flushed, and cspedally after being fired at, the bird difiicult 
to flush a second time, cither -scuttling away through the unde rg rowth or 
l)ing low' tmder leaves and bushes till danger has passed. 

FOOD. Seeds, shoots, berries, insects, grubs, and tiny molluscs. 

VOICE and calls. A single low mournful whistle, c. It seconds long, 
repeated every t\vo or three seconds, reminiscent of the avs'kvs'ard intake 
effort of a schoolboy learning to whistle. This repeated slowly two or three 
times and followed by a senes of three to six mellow double whistles in 
ascending scale, v-aguely reminiscent of the hawk-cuckoo. They have been 
rendered (SA) as bobwhilfy bobichitey bohwkite, or do-ealy do~ealy dihtal (first 
s>'llablc short, second prolonged). Frequently one bird ( 9 ?) leads off with 
a shrill continuous kwikwikzvikwikwtk etc, by way of invitation and ac- 
companiment; a second (d* ?) promptly joins in with the crescendo boba:hite 
calls, the duct ending rather abruptly w’bcn the climax is reached. The 
buris answer one another fium different dircctious and arc particularly 
vocal in the mornings and evenings. 

BREEDING. Setuoiiy April to June/July, earlier at lower elcv’ations, later 
at high^. AVrf, from a rough scrape in the ground sparsely lined with grass, 
to a deeper cup well padded with same. Placed in dense ringal or scrub 
undergrowth in forest. E^Sy normally 3 to 5 but a clutch of 9 has been 
taken; pure china-white, glossy and with a fine texture. Average size of 
60 ^gs 40*6 X 31 *9 mm. (B^er).' No other data on breeding biology 
recorded. 

Mxijseusi Diagnosis, For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. ; for Subspedes Key. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 


1 

1 c. 19-21 



<?cf 

9 9 

144-160 1 

c. 140-150 1 

[ (from feathers) 
r c. 21-23 

f. 41-45 

e. 60-80 mm. 


J 

1 (from stull) 




Weight o $ 8-13’6 oz. (c. 227-383 gm.) — Hume. 1 d 400 gm. — SA, 

COLOURS or bare' PARTS. IHs bnn%n to crimson-b^o^m; orbital skin dusky pink 
to crimson-red. Bill dark brown to black. Legs and feet oli^-c-bro^s-n to livid grey. 


268. Assam Hill Partridge. Arborophila torgueola intersllncta Riplc)' 

ArboTophila tcrqueola inUrsdncla Riple>', 1951, Postilla, Yale Peabody Museum, No. 6; 1 
(Mt 2^hu, 93 miles E. of Kohima, eastern Naga Hills, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 1959 (part), Vol. 5: S86 

LOCAL NAME. IrtTUllckip (Naga). 

SIZE and field characters. As for 267, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies. 

^ Average size of 13 eggs in Brit, collection 43*6 X 33*3 snm. (Harrison & Parker, 
1966,JBNHS63 : 749). 
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STATUS, DiTTRiBunoN and HABITAT, Rcsidcnt. Assam south of Brahma- 
putra river, in the Upper Cbindwin drainage area of the Naga Hills. Pre- 
sumably afro the Barail and higher hill ranges of north Cachar and north 
Manipur. Affects wct.tcmperate forest between r. 2200 and 2600 metres alt. 

ExtraliirdtaU Upper Burma (Chindwm river drainage area). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing specifically recorded 
as different from 267. * The birds were silent during our stay on the mountain 
[Mt Zephu at c. 2400 m.] in late November and early December, only 
occasional low calls being heard * (Riple>'). 

BREEDING. Unknown. 

^ hlusEuu Diagnosis. Diffcn from the nominate race, A. t. torgueoloy in being more 
richly and darkly coloured, and more hca\'ily barred. 

measurements and colours of bare parts. As in 267. 


269. K a chin Hill Partridge, Arborophila torqueola baiemani (Ogilvie-Grant) 
Arborkota batemxm OgUric-Grant, 1906, Bull. Brit. Ora. Q. 16: 68 
(Tiddim, near Fort ^V^^te, Chin Hills) 

Baker. FBI No. 1961, Vol. 5; 389 

local Names, Wogam, Cam taung (Kachin). 

SIZE and field characters. As for 267, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspecies. 

STATUS, DETRiBunoN and HABITAT. Presumably this is the race that 
oomrs in Ac hills of south hlanipur. Needs verification. 

Exlralimital. Burma (Chin and Kachin Hills). 

breeding. Not recorded in Indian limits. 

Museum Diacnosu. Male (adult). Differs from the nominate race (267) in 
^ving the rides of the neck largely or entirely chestnut. Chin, thraaq and neck more 
frequently marked with white. Chestnut on scapulars and inner secondaries darker, 
duDer, and greater in extent. 

Female rim3ar to 9 ri. /. torgaeala but generally more rufous on upperparts. 

HEASUREME.VI3 and COUJURS OP BARE parts. As in 267. 

Arborophila rufogularis (Blyth) 

Key to the Subspecies 


Rufous throat with a band of black below A,t. niforAeris 

No black band below rufous throat r. intermedia 


270. Rnforistliroated HHI Partridge. ArboTophUa rufogularis rufogularis 

(Bljth) 

Arhcnaila rvfcgulcm Blj-th, 1850, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18: 813 {Daijcding) 
Baker. FBI No. 1962. Vok 5: 390 
Plate 31, frg. 9 

local names. Peara (Kunaaon); Kchtmhut (L^icha); PoUai (DaSa). 

SJ2E. Gny Partridge — ; length c. 27 cm. (lOJ in.). 

F 1 EU> CHARACTERS, A dump^* shoTt-tailed olive-brown partridge like 267. 
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Male. Aboct, forehead grej'; crown olive-brown stippled trith black. 
Long superdlia greyish tvhite. Sides of face white, speckled with black except 
on white moustacldal stripe running from lower mandible to below dark 
brown ear-coverts. Small naked red patch round eye. Upperparts golden 
olive-brotm, spotted with black on rump and upper tail-coverts. Scapulars 
and wing-coverts chestnut with large grey and black drops. Below, chin, 
throat, and sides of neck (almost meeting in a collar behind) rufous, spotted 
with black. A broad band of ferruginous-red with a narrow black line below 
it separating forcncck from slaty grey breast. Anterior flanks slaty grey 
broadly streaked with deep orange-chesmut and with white drops; posterior 
flanks brosvn with black crescentic spots. 

Female has fewer black spots on chin and throat, and more svhite drops 
on breast and abdomen. 

Young (immature) male. Throat unspotted, much paler than in adult. 
Undciparts smoky slate colour with numerous white spots scattered all over. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Kumaon (U.P.) and 
through Garhwal, Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhutan east to the Mishmi Hills 
(Assam) between c. 1000 and 2400 m. elevation, optimally c. 1500-1800 m., 
sometimes descending to c. 700 m. in winter. Occupies a lower altitudinal 
zone than the species lorgiuola, but occasionally their ranges overlap at the 
seam. Affects dense secondary scrub on abandoned cultivation, and bcas-y 
undergrowth in evergreen hill forest. 

GEKERAI. HABITS. Similar to those of 267. Keeps in coveys of 6 to 12 in 
non-breeding season. UsuaHy not shy, but an inveterate runner and difficult 
to flush without a dog. Looks deceptively large, almost the size of hen kaleej 
when it flies in the open, but as small as quail when creeping through 
thickets. 

rooD, Weed-seeds, fallen berries, shoots, insects and grubs, and small 
molluscs. 

VOICE and cAiiS. ‘ A beautiful dear loud double whistle, a sound like 
U'kfu-wk!, repeated constantly and slightly ascending in scale with each 
repetition. It is a very loud ringing cry and can be heard at a long disfance 
even in heavy jungle where sound carries so short a way. It is uttered prind- 
pally in the breeding season in the early mornings and evenings, and once 
heard can never be forgotten’ (Baker). This call, however, is putativdy 
attributed by J. C. Hi^ns (Manipur) to A. alragidaris (272). He adds that 
its repetition 2 or 3 times is followed by a series of 3 short sharp whisda 
whxi-whu-whu in an ascending scale. A mournful descending whistle, com- 
monly uttered in late afternoon. Occasionally given at dose intervals, 
gradually increasing in frequency and working up in scale until a sort of 
climax is reached. This is apparently a threatening or territorial call indulged 
in by two birds approaching each other through forest, and climaxing when 
the rivals dose together (Ripley). 

BREEDING. Sioscn, from r.' April in the lower hills to end July in the 
higher ranges. Xest, a hollow scraped in the ground in undergrowth more 
or less well lined wnth grass and leaves, sometimes domed over with growing 
grass. Eggs, normally 4 or 5 (up to 8 recorded by Baker), china-wHtc as in 
267. Average size of91 eggs in the Brit. M-as. collection 39-9 X 30-3 mm. 
(Harrison S: Parker, 1966, JBNHS 63: 749). No other data available. 
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Mmxuu Duotosn. For details of plumage iee Balier, loc. dt.; for subspedej Key. 
Ghict (in' down). dJore, a broad reddish brown stripe on each side Com the 
forecrovm passing abos-e the eye, induding the sides of the crown, to nape, the 
Stripes of the two sides meeting anteriorly on the forecrown. Ear-coverts and a 
distinct collar black; remainder of upper plumage chocolate-brosvn. Btlow, chin, 
throat and upper breast brownish cream; breast and flanks chocolate-brown, paler 
than in upper plumage; abdomen brosvnish cream (Biswas, 1960, JBNHS 57: 305). 

Young (first plumage). Abotie as in adult but duller, with crown vcrmiculatcd 
mstcad of spotted with black. Bebw, flanks vcrmiculatcd brown and black. Centre 
of breast and abdomen paler and whitish (Baker). 

UEAsuaEstzrrrs 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

(?£? 138-H9 V 

9 9 (126) 131-142 J ‘"-19 40-44 50-56 stun. 

(Baker, SOR, H. Stevens) 

Wdght J 9 7-101 02- (t. 200-300 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOUirs or bare parts. Iris brosvn or red-brown; ocular skin pinkish red or 
dull crimson. Bill dark brotvn. Legs and feet pinkish red to dull coral-red; claws 
homy. 

271. Aralcan HiH Partridge. ArbonphUa rujagularis intermedia (Blyth) 
Arberiata intermedia Blyth, 1856, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 24: 277 (Arrakan) 
Atbmphila rafopdaris tenebrarm Koeli, 1954, Cksntrib. Inst. Regional F.T p torsri .'n 
No. 1 : 30 (Tura Mountain, Garo Hills) ’ 

Baker, FBI No. 1963, Vol. 5: 391 
Plate 31, fig. 10 - 


LOCAI. tf^. Dao bui, Daebuiyigaehi (Cachar) ; Inrui whip (Naga) ; Ddboi (Assam) 

and ^ 

CTATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident; locally not uncommon 
but rarely seen and ib abundance difiicult to detect tilHts call known’ 
^am e^t and souA of Brahmaputra river, through Manipur, Miao 
(Lmhat Hi^), and Chittagong Hill Tracts (East Pakistan). Affects dense 

ISOo'^^eTi ^"l"* betw'een c. 600 and 

aldtud“angt~p ‘0- 

Extralimttal. Atakan Yomas, Chin and Kachin Hills of Burma 
CEKERAI. H,^ITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAEu. As of the nominate race (270) 
rh April, to August, chiefly May and June, JVesI 

he typiral hollow scrapr^ in the giound in dense evergreen undergrowth’ 
med either spamely or thickly and compactly with grasf and leaves^somt 
tones canopied by growng grass. Sggs, reportedly 3 to 6, china-white as of 

etid 'flg’ 39-2x 29-8 mm. (Baker). Male 

evidently monopmous; does not incubate but assists in tending the chicks 
Incubabon period <r.,20-21 days (Baker). ® 

Ur^eT^^ *“ '■ but spots on crown 

larger and a deeper black. Bebw spots on chin and throat so closrtogether that 
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these parts appear almost black. . Lower margin of rufous throat meeting slaty grey 
of breast vdthout any intervening black line. Abdomen generally paler slate. 

Female like that of 270, but with no black band below chestnut throat- More 
black-spotted on chin and throat, hut less densely than in male. 

Young (immatore). Like adult but with breast, abdomen and flanks profusely 
spotted with white. Chin and throat ralher rufous. Legs, orbital and gular skin 
dull yellowish. 

Young (in fint plumage). Aiore like adult but duller. Grown venniculatcd 
rather than spotted with black. Belou.\ flanks vcrmiculated with brown and black. 
Centre of breast and abdomen paler and whitish. 

Chick (in down). bright chestnut.bro\\'n. SupcrciUum and checks pale 

bufiy brown; a dark brown line from tyc dividing the two. Below dingy white. 
il£A5im£UENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from feathers) 

d’ji* 138-148 . f. 18-19 r. 37-42 52-60 mm. 

9 9 / 134-143 — — „ 

(Baker) 

Weight 12-13 02 . {e. 340-370 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown; orbital and gular skin red. Bill black, 
reddish at gape. Legs red; claws homy. In breeding season the reds much brighter 
and more vivid. 


272. Whitechecked Hill Partridge. Arkoropkila atrogularis (Blyth) 

Arhoncoltt atrogularis Blyth, 1850, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18(2); 819 
(Assam, Sylhet, and Arrakan) 

Arborophila atrogularis rupchandi Koelz, 1953, Jour. tool. Soc. India 4: 155 
(Bhutan at Menoka, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 1965, Vol. 5: 393 
Plate 31. fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Ptura (Sylhet); Duboi, Duhore (Assam); Sdn batai (Chittagong); 
Daobui, Daobuiyfgashi (Cachar); Inrui whip (Naga). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge — ; length c. 28 cm. (11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dumpy sHort'tailcd oHve-bro^vn forest partridge. 

Male and Female. Above, forehead and supercilium grey; crown 
olivc-b^o^vn; nape nifous, broadly spotted with black. A black line below 
supercilium from lores to above checks. Checks white, running behind 
into rufous buff car-coverts. Upperparts light olive-brmvn stippled and 
barred with Ijlack. Scapular region barred and mottled with black and 
rufous. Below, chin, throat, and forcneck black diffusing through black- 
and-white into grey of breast and flanks. Flanks grey, without any chestnut 
marks but with white drops posteriorly. Centre of abdomen whitish. Under 
tail-coverts rufcsccnt, edged with white, spotted >vith black. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Assam (Dibrugarh dist, 
Dafla, Miri, Mishmi hills), and south of Brahmaputra river in Ae ^asis 
, and all along the Valley to the western slopes of the Garos. Also Naga Hills, 
Manipur, Mizo, Tripura, and adjoining East Pakistan (Sylhet, Tippera, 
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and Chittagong Hill Tracts) from the foothills at almost plains level to 
e. 1500 metres elevation. Commoner below e. 750 m. than above. Affects 
wet undergrowth in less dense evergreen forest than A. torqueola or A. mfogala- 
fir, as well as bamboo jungle. 

Extralimital. Upper Burma (Chin and Kachin HUIs, Arakan). 
general HABITS and FOOD. Asof267 and270,qq.v.Gregarioto. Keep- 
ing m pairs or scattered coveys of 5 to 8. flushing one at a time and only when 
almost underfoot, thereby giving the false impression of being soUtary birds. 

VOICE and calls. ‘Often heard, especially towards dusk — a roUing 
whistle whew, whew repeated many times, and winding up ivith a sharper 
and more quicldy uttered whew’ (Cripps). In breeding season ‘a very 
beautiful, loud, clear double whistle audible at very great distances ’ (Baker) 
on n to the same thing. Cf also Higgins under 270 

Rally ^1: a very soft and mellow whistle from different directions when a 
covey IS scattered. 

BREEDINO March-April at plains level, to June-July at higher 

elevations. A at, a. hollow scratched m the ground under scrub in grassland 
or bamboo jungle, usually well padded with grass and leaves. Eggl overall 
3 to 7; normal clutch 4 or 5. Rather glossy china-whitc as typicri of the 
genus. Average size of 42 eggs in the Brit. Mus. collection 37-0 X 28-3 mm 

on breeding biology 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

measurements 

Wing Bill Tanus Taij 

(from featbers) 

135-147 \ 

9 9 126-130 J f. 42-44 c. 60-65 mm, 

(Baker! 

Wright d’9 7-11 ox. (t. 200-312 gm.)— Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown or red-brown. BUI o’ black, 9 dark brown 
Orbital and gular akin bright pink; brilliant deep red in breeding ^on. Legs and 
feet o’ duU orange to bright orange-red, or red in breeding season; in 9 dull wax 
^‘cllow to same tinged with red. 


273. Rcdbreasled Hill Partridge. Arborophila mandellii Hume 
Arborophila Mandellii Hume, 1874, Stray Feathen 2: 449 (Bhutan Duars) 
Baker, FBI No. 1966, Vob 5: 395 
Plate 31, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAME. Poo-fT (CbuHkatta Misbmi). 

SIZE, Grc)’ Partridge — ; length c. 28 cm. (U in.), 

HELD CHARACTERS. A typical dumpy hill partridge. 

Male and Female. Above, crowm and nape dull chestnut-brown. 
Dark grey supcrdliar stripes from c>'C3 continued beliind to meet on upper 
hindncck. A small white moustadiial streak. Lower hlndncck (all round) 
and upper back reddish chestnut with black spots. Rest of upperparts olive, 
spoilt and narrowly scalloped Trith black. Below, chin and throat pale olive- 
chestnut separated from deep chestnut upper breast by a double gorget of 
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black and white. Lower breast to vent grey marked on flanks with chestnut 
and while. Under tail-coverts olive tvith white spots and rufous mottling. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Sikkim and Bhutan duars, 
and Assam hills north of Brahmaputra river east through NEFA. Occupies 
an altitudinal zone between e. 350 and 2450 metres, possibly somewhat 
higher. Affects dense undergrowth in evergreen forest. 

Extralimital. Presumably SE, Tibet. 

OENERAi. HABITS, FOOD. Nothing spcdfically recorded. 

VOICE and calls. Putatively a loud, rich, long-dra^vn guoiek followed by 
a scries of ascending double notes leading to a climax. Similar in pattern 
to call of A. torqueola (267), but distinct (SA). 

BREEDING. Thc Only reliably kno>vn nest w'as taken at e. 2400 m. alt, 
in Sikkim on 3 June. It contained 4 fresh eggs measuring about 43 X 33 mm. 
(Baker). No other data available. 

- Museum Diagnosis. For detalb of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.' 

Feathers of upper back and interscapulary region finely barred with black, tower 
margin of rufous throat sharply demarcated from breast by a black line with a white 
one above iL See also Key to the Spea'es. 

KEA5URZMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus ' Tail 

(from feathers) 

0^9 133-145 19-20 43-45 58-58 mm. 

(Baker) 

colours or BARE PARTS. Iris brown to red-brown. Bill black. Legs and feet 
reddish. 

Genus Bambusicola Gould 

Bamhusicola Gould, 1863 (1862), Proc. Zool, Soc. London: 285. Type, by subsequent 
' designation, Perdix thoracica Tcmminck 
In its long tail and structure closer to Galloperdix; in coloration and general appear- 
ance to Arborophila. 

C3aws of moderate length and curved as in Franeolinus. Tanm long and strong, 
considerably longer than middle foe and claw; furnished with a spur, sometimes also 
in female. Tail of 14 feathers, well graduated, equal to more than three-quarters 
length of sving. Wing rounded: flllh primary (as.) longest, 2nd equal to 10th, fint 
much shorter. Sexes alike. 

Range: Assam, N. Burma to Cliina and Formosa. Only one spedes and race 
within Indian limits. 

274. Assam Bamboo Partridge. Bambusicola fykhii hopkinsoni 
Godwin-Austen 

Bambusieota hopkinsoni Godwin-Austen, 1874, Proc, Zool. Soc. London: 44 
(Khasia HUIs, Assam) * 

Bambxuieola^tchii rinchem Koclz, 1954, Gontrib. IruL Regional Exploration, No. 1:30 
(Sangau, Lushai Hilli) 

Bakcr^FBI No. mGj VoL 5: 366 
Plate 32. fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES. Doo hui lot (Cachar) ; WdJertk (Manipur, ttd «« bamboo, krtk •• the 
' scream * of the bird as It flushes). 
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SEE. Grey Partridge +; length e. 35 cm. (14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Comparatively long-tailed nlfolls-b^o^v•n partridge. 
Above, crown and nape rxifous-bro^vn. Face nifous-bnff with a broad rufes- 
cent white supcrdlium to nape, and a broad darknifous-brown (or blackish) 
line below it behind eye, Upperparts grey-brown, broadly streaked with 
chestnut and spotted \rith blackish chestnut in scapxilary region; vcrmicu- 
latcd with grcy-bro^vn on lower back, rump, and tail. \Ving quills chestnut- 
brown. Tail barred brown and buff. Below, diin, throat, and forcncck rufous- 
buff. Breast chestnut, spotted and streaked wth white and grey. Rest of 
underparts buff, with large black heart- or half-moon shaped spots except 
on centre of abdomen and vent. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABriAT. Resident. Assam hitU south of 
Brahmaputra ri\'cr from above Margherita in Lakhimpur through Patkm, 
Naga, Cachar, Khasi; Jaintia, Garo, and Mizo (Lushai) hills, and Manipur. 
East Pakistan (Sylhet, Chittagong ffill Tracts). Affects open scrub jungle 
bordering rice fidds and pasturcland in foothills coimtry, sometimes ventur- 
ing a few miles out in the adjacent plains. In Manipur in low oak and willow 
scrub along banks of streams, mixed with elephant grass and Rabus thickets, 
etc. Partial to patches of a %vild cardamom-like plant (knowm as ptillei in 
Manipuri and farapdt in Assamese — Alpima sp.) in whidi large numbers 
usually foimd. Normally at lo^v deviations, but sometimes ascending to r. 
2000 metres. In spite of its substantive name not predominantly restricted to 
bamboo forest. 

Extralimikd. Burma (Chin Hills, northern Arakan Yomas), 

GENERAL HABITS, Kccps in covcys oF 5 or 6, presumably old birds and 
their last brood, vs’hich break up into pairs about March. Cocks thereafter 
very noisy, flying up ever)' now and then with a flutter of wings to a mound 
or tree stump from early dawn, crowing challenges tw’o or thi^ times, then 
dropping to earth. The birds come out in the open morning and evening to 
scratch for food,sddom straying far fixjm w^ater (streams etc.). Flight recorded 
as diagnostically different from that of Black Partridge found in the same 
terrain, often side by side. Flushes when almost trodden on, flies a few metres 
and tumbles suddenly into the tall grass. Occasionally takes refuge in trees. 

FOOD. Buds, shoots, seeds, grain, berries, and insects (grasshoppers, 
crickets, termites, ants, grubs, etc.). 

VOICE and galls. Crow of cock somewhat * similar to call of Black 
Partridge but less shrill and high pitched: Che-ckmee-chi^kmee, chirree, 
chxTTte, ckirree *. Another observer (J. C. Higgins, Manipur) finds this chatter 
more like Pishap^ piskup, ptship, piskup, piskup, and so on indefinitely. Accord- 
ing to P. F. Wickham (Burma) it soim'ds * as if most of the covey were 
shouting, and like the English partridge they generally “scream** a bit 
when put up by dogs or walked up by the guns ’. Apparently the female 
also utters * discordant squawks ’ in the nature of crowing, 

BREEDING. Scoson, chicfly Mardi through May. J{esl, a scrape in the 
ground padded with grass and leaves, placed in scrub, bamboo jungle “or 
grassland. 4-6, creamy buff to deep warm buff, unspotted, fine testured 

and hard-shelled. Average size of 200-cggs 40'2 X 29'6mm. (Baker). 
Cock believed to be monogynous, taking no part in incubation but helping 
to tend the young. Hen a close sitter; period of incubation 18-19 days. 
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275. Red Sporfowl. Gdloperdix spadicea spadicea (Gmdm) 

Tetreo jpadiscis Gmdin, 1789, Sj-sL Nat. 1(2): 759 (Madagascar, ex Soimera^ 
er r o r » India) 

Bak^ FBI No. 1940, Vol. 5: 358 
Plate 31, &g. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. ChKoti mufghi (Hindi, Madhya Pradesh); Chdkotri, XcH/n, 
Kistoor (Marathi); Chokhard (Gujarati); Sarawa kozhi (Tamil); Terra kodx,Jita kodi 
(Tclugu). 

sniE. Grey Partridge + > i grown village hen — . Length c. 36 cm. 
(14| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Fcddish 
brown, longer tailed partridge-like 
bird. 

Male. dtoK, crown dark brown, 
paler and greyer on face and neck. 
Upperparts rufous-chestnutwithblack 
and rufous venniculations and greyish 
brown scalloping. Below, rufous chest- 
nut scallop^ with greyish brown. 
Chin whitish brown. 2 to 4 pointed 
spurs on each leg. A naked brick-red 
patch round eye. 

Female. Above, forehead sandy brown; crown and nape bladdsh 
brown. Upperparts greyish or sandy with rufous tinge, finely barred with 
black. Below, chin and throat whitish. Breast and flanks pale nifous-chcstnut, 
spotted with black. A naked reddish patch roimd c>’c. One or two pointed 
spurs on each 1^. 

Young (immature). Male like adult female but more richly and deeply 
coloured, with more black in proportion to buff and rufous. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Uttar Pradesh and West 
Nepal tcrai, ^Vidcly scattered over peninsular India south of the Gangetic 
Flain in Gujarat (north to c. Palanpur), Madhya Pradesh, southern Bihar, 
Orissa, Maharashtra, Andhra, Madras (including Nilgiris), Mysore (includ- 
ing Coorg) and northern Kerala (lV>’naad). Affects stony, scrubb^ foot- 
hills country and bamboo jungle cut up by watercourses and overgrowm 
with brushwood in dry- and moist-dcaduous biotope, normally below e. 
1000 metres altitude. In S. India, qitite numerous in coffee estates and 
l^ t ana patches, even close to villages, 

general habits. Keeps in pairs of small parties of 3 to 5 to scrubby 
undergrowTh in broken <X)imtry scratching amongst the mulch for food. 
Is shy and wary and a great skulker, oftener heard than seen, scuttling away 
on the least alarm, dodging from cover to cover, generally running uphill 
w'hencvcr it has the choice- Very fast on its legs, and reluctant to fly except 
when hard pressed. Roosts at night in trees and will also refuge in the 
leafy branches of one when suddenly come upon. Sddom flio frr and 
usually only to * hedgehop *, thus placing more thickets betw'ccn itsdf and 
the observer and continuing to run again as soon as it touiriiK down, tail 
open fanwase and carried partly erect. Very' parochial; addicted to favourite 
beats where may be found day after day. Overg ro wn ruins of jungle forts 
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hluszuu Diagnosis. For detrils of plumage see Baker, loc. cxL 

UEASUREUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

'(from feathers) 

<j'9 141-156 18-20 f. 44-47 85-112 mm. 

, (Baker) 

Weight d'd' 10-14 oz, (r. 285400 gm.); 9 9 c. 12 oz. (<r. 340 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris hazcl or yellow-hazcL Bill dark homy brown, 
paler at tip and on lower mandible. I^gs and feet greemsh brown; daws bluish. 
Spurs whitish homy, 

miscellaneous. As a game bird provides excellent sport if walked up 
with beaters and a couple of dogs. It is plentiful wtithin its range, easily 
flushed, and has a quick getaway and straight and strong flight Best season’s 
bag recorded in Manipur 128 birds (1928-9). Best day’s bags to 2 guns, 20, 
23, and 27 birds along with other small game (J. C. Higgins). 


Genus Galloperdix Blyth 
GaUoperdix 1844, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal I3{2): 936, note. 

Type, by monotypy, P, spadicrus = Tetroo zpadicea Gmdin 
Contains the Spurfowl, exactly midway between junglefowl and partridge in 
appearance; like a nnall hen but with a partly ridge-Uke tail, i.e. not laterally com- 
pressed. "Wing short and rounded: first primary (as.) shortest, 5lh or 6th longest or 
subcqual. of 14 feaVhm, sJightiy graduated, about tvfo-tbiids to thitt-quarttn 
length of wing. Tarsus long and strong, with 2, 3, or sometimes 4, spurs on each leg 
in male; 1 or 2 in female. No wattle or comb as in junglefowl [Celhts), but a patch 
of brick-red naked sldn round eye, much brighter in breeding season. Sexes dimor- 
phic. 

Genus endemic to peninsular India and Ce>4on. 


Key to the Species 


A 

Males 

Breast chiefly chestnut or rufous 


Page 

67 

B 

Breast buff with black spots 


70 

G 

Breast chiefly white 


71 

A 

Females 

Breast chestnut with black tips to the feathers 


' 67 

B 

Breast ochraceous-hrowzi 
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C 

Breast chestnut without black tips 
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Galloperdix spadicea (Gmelin) 

Key to the Snbspedes 
Males 

A General colour chestnut; crown brown. G. r. zpadkta 67 

B Genera] colour bright chestnut; crown blacKsh G,s,stewarti €9 

G Gcneralcolourgrcyish-djcstnutjpalercvcrywhere.,,,.,..G. s. eaxaina 68 

Females 


A Above grey vrithoitiy a ftint rufous tinge. G,s,3pa£eea 67 

B Above rufcsccnt-grcy; darker generally C. j. rtmarft* 69' 

G Above very pale vnth no rufous tinge ..•••G. /.eama 68 
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are favourite baimts. The birds usually rummage under low thorn thickets^ 
seldom venturing out into the open except on forest paths, and edge of 
harvested fields bordering forest, in the early mornings and evenings. 

FOOD. Seeds, tubers, berries and drupes (c.g. ^izyphus and Lantana), 
land molluscs, and insects, especially termites. A quantity of grit is usually 
swallo\vcd. 

voice and calls. A loud cackling kvk-kuk-hik-kvkaak like domestic hen 
after she has laid an e^ when suddenly come upon and flushed. The cock 
has a peculiar chuckle-like crow — a quick-repeated rattling k-r-r-r-kivek, 
kr-kr-kwek, kr-kr-kwek, etc. reminiscent of the calls of a guincafoivi. Its Marathi 
name Kdkdtri is distantly onomatopaeic. 

BREEDING. Scoson, Overall January to June varying wth local conditions, 
but ^gs may be foimd practically throughout the year. JVkrf, a shallow 
depression scraped in the ground in dense bamboo or scrub jungle, some- 
times sparsely lined with leaves and grass. Eggs, commonly 3 to 5, buff 
coloured, very like small eggs of the village tnurghi. Average size of 44 eggs 
40*4 x 29*5 mm. (Baker). Cock monogymous. Does not incubate but 
assists in tending the young. Period of incubation unknown. Hen timid, 
readily deserting nest and eggs on disturbance. When brood of chicks 
disturbed, both parents become quite distracted, floimdcring about as 
though in extreirSs, \vhile chicks freeze and ba»mc completely invisible 
among the dead leaves. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cil; for subspraes 
Key. A feature unrecorded in published descriptions is the tuft ofsomcivhat dongated 
feathers on crown in both sexes, often raised into a crest in life. 

Chick (in down). Undescribed. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wmg 

Biii 

(from skull) 

Tairos 

T^ 

13 d’d’ 

153-165 

22-26 

43-52 

120-143 mm. 

9 9 9 

140-160 

21-26 

45-46 

105-123 mm. 
(SA, HW) 


Baker gives Wing cTcf 145-166; 9 9 134-163 mm. 

Weight tJ> 9 U-16 oz- (c. 284-454 gm.) — Wm. Davison, Mysore. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris ycllow-brown to hazel-brown: naked orbital skin 
brick-red in o’, duller red in 9 • BjU homy brown, reddish at base, paler on lower 
mandible. Legs reddish brick or reddish brown, sometimes with a gre en ish tinge; 
spun homy. 

276. AravalH Red SporfowL Galloperdix spadicea coxnina Blanford 

CaUcpeT£x spcEcta var, easrifia Blanford, 1893, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 4: 107 
(Mt Abu, Southern Rajputana) 

Baker, FBI No. 1942, VoL 5: 361 

LOCAL NAME. OJiSd jdiigti rdirgld (Hindi), 

SIZE and field characters. As for 275, q.v. See Key to the Subspeaes 
and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiTTRiBUTioN and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. Aravalli Hills in southern 
Rajasthan (Sirohi, Udaipur). Common about Mt Abu; most plentiful 
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bctv.*ccn e. 450 and 900 m. elevation. Intcrgradcs wth the nominate race 
around Hathidhara in Banaskantha (Gujarat). Birds from Asirgarh in 
Madhya Pradesh (c. 76"20'E.} much greyer and closer to this 

form ^’Abreu, JBNHS 35: 219). Affects scrub and bamboo foothills jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of ihc nominate race (275). 

BREEDING. SeojoTis May and June recorded, but probably also other 
months. A'erf and eggs as in 275- 

Mcseum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspcdcs. 

Male, ilfiore, chestnut centres to feathers itiuch paler; grcymaigins (scalloping) 
wider. Below, much paler than 275. 

Female. Above, black barring almost absent. Behw, chestnut much paler, the 
scalloping paler grey; black markings greatly reduced. 

MEASUREMENTS as quotcd by Baker from G. King, Wing 154-173 mm, ^Vbether 
eamna is in fact larger than the nominate race, as thus suggested, needs conhnnlng. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As io 275. 


277. Travancore Red SptirfowL GaUoperdix spadxcea stewarti Baker 
Celloperdix spedUea stewerti Baker, 1919, Bull. Brit. Om. CL 40: 18 
(Ancichardi, Travancore) 

Baker, FBI No. 1941, Vol. 5: 360 

LOCAL NAMES. MulloA kozht (Malayalam) ; Seracoo kozhi, ChaMuUi kozht (Tamil). 

SIZE and field characters. As for 275, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies 
and Museum Diagnosis. 

status, DisTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident. Kerala excluding Wymaad. 
Common. Affects lantana scrub on abandoned forest clearings, under- 
gro'v\'th in bamboo forest, etc. in moist-deciduous biotope: foothills and up 
to c. 1250 metres elevation. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of the nominate race (275). 

BREEDING. Stoson iiTcgular: January to April, and September-Oclober 
recorded, but probably also breeds in other months excepting those of the 
heaviest monsoon (June-August), Jiest and eggs indistinguishable from those 
of the nominate race, the latter averaging slightly larger and- paler. Average 
size of 36 eggs 41 *3 X 30*4 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis, See Key to the Subspecies. 

Male. Above bright chestnut-rufous ivith the pale scalloping absent or obsolete. 
Vcrmiculations on lower back entirely absent; on rump and upper tail-coverts 
almost so. Below, chestnut very rich, extending to vent. 

Female. Above and behw, much more richly and brightly coloured than in 275, 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skuU) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

6 (jitf 

15J-I64 

22-25 

49-55 

116-136 mm. 

2 99 

146-150 

20-21 

41(1) 

91-118 mm. 
(SA) 


Baker gives Wing c?*<? 145-161 ; 9 9 14&-150 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 275. I-egs and feel somedmes salmon-pink or 
orange-coral; daws and spurs homy brown. 
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FOOD. Seeds, tuben, berries and drupes (c.g. Z^zyphus cenoplia, Lantam, 
Ficus spp.), tiny land molluscs, and insects *— especially termites. Also flowers 
of tnhowa {Bassia latifoHa) in season. 

VOICE and calls, Male when flushed utters * a curious bubbling, half- 
scolding ducking note* (Pitman). Male has ‘a fine cackling sort of call 
very fowl-likq* (jerdon). ‘ A peculiar loud chur, chur, chur, rapidly repeated, 
anything but fowMike ' (Bleivitt) ! 

BREEDING. SeosoTt ovcrall January to June, prindpally February to early 
May. Possibly also in other months locally, c.g. August in the Deccan 
(Sparrow). J/est, a scrape in the ground lined wth grass and leaves, placed 
deep under a boulder or root, or on a bed of dry bamboo leaves in the heart 
of a clump, usually wdl concealed. Fggs, 3 or 4, sometimes 5, pale buff, 
very like small eggs of the country fowl. Average size of 25 eggs 
40*9 X 29*3 mm. (Baker). As in G. spadxcea both parents tend the brood 
assiduously and indulge in distraction displays to lead off the intruder fi^m 
the frozen * and perfectly camouflaged chicks. Incubation evidently by 
female alone; period unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc, dt. Ck^Ioration on 
wings of adult males very variable, and apparently unconnected with age. In some 
examples amount of metallic gretm on wing-coverts so great that the chestnut is 
visible only on their outer half (viewed en masse), and even then a considerable part 
of the feathers Is gloss>* green. In other examples wing-coverts practically all chestnut 
with the metallic green confined to inconspicuous tips on many of*the feathers. 
There is similar variation in amount of metallic g re en ofscapulars and central back, 
but in all cases the white spotting on these persists. 

Chick (in down). Above, light chcsmul-nifous; darkest on head arid a broad ' 
dorsal line. Behw, dull pale earthy broivn, more chestnut on throat, breast, thighs, 
and vent. 


measurements 

'Ving 

BiU 

(IromtlcuU) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

8 ad. 

148-167 

22-25 

41M5 
(4 imd.) 

111-129 mm. 

8 9 9 aA 

132-157 

21-23 

36^4 

(3msd.) 

99-128 mm. 


Baker gives \VIng cTt? 144-I6I; 99 138-159 ram. 

^Vei^t d'o' ^10 01. (c. 255-285 gm.); 9 9 M 01. (r. 228-255 gm.) —Hume. 


COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris hazcl brown. Bill homy brown, paler at dun. 
Legs and feet grejish oU%'C-brown : claws and spms homy brown. Spun in .<J* 1 to 3, 
generally 2 on each leg, sometimes 3 on one 2 on the other. In 9 generally 1 on eadx 
leg. 

279. Ceylon SpnrfowL GaUoperdix Ineahcreta (J. R, Forster) 

Perdix luahercis J. R- Forster, 1731, Ind. ZooL: 25, pL 14 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1944. VoL 5: 363 
Plate 31, fig. IT 

LOCAL KAMZs. Hoid hilbiU (Sinhsla) ; Sima kitta kSe/a (Tamil). 
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278. Painted SpttrfowL Gfl//<^<ftt /ima/cto (Valendenncs) 

Perdix Imulata Valenciennes, 1825, Diet. Sd. Nat., dd. Leirault, 38: 446 (Bcnijale) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 943, Vol. 5 : 362 
Plate 31, Fig, IS 

LOCAL NAMES,- AskoJ, Koinjer (Orissa); Huikak (Gondi); Kalkodi (Tamil); Ji/ii 
kodi (Telugu). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge; length c. 32 cm. (I2| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A partridgc-Hke bird distinguished from francolins 
by longer tail and very distinctive coloration. 

Male (adult). Above, forehead and cro^vn metallic greenish black 
stippled wth white elongate drops. Sides of head, and neck all round, black 
with broader white spots. No crest or bare orbital skin as in G. spadxcea, 
Upperparts chestnut marked with black-bordcrcd white eye-spots or ocelli* 
replaced by fine black stippling, or absent, on lower ba<i. Scapulais and 
some wing-coverts metallic green. Tail blacldsh, faintly glossed with green. 
Below, breast and anterior abdomen buff, \vith trian^ar black stippling. 
Posterior abdomen, flanks, and under tail-coverts chcstnul^ the former with 
black-edged w’hitc spots, the last black-tipped. 

Female (adult). Above, forehead, supercilia and sides of head dark 
chestnut. Croivn black with chestnut shaft-stripes. A chestnut-buff mous- 
tachial stripe from gape. Upperparts including ivings dark brown tinged 
with olive. Below, chin, throat, and cheeks buff, mottled with chestnut. 
Rest of underparts olivaceous brown, paler and ycllois’cr on breast. 

Young (immature) male like adult female but duller. Above, much 
freckled and barred with dull Black and niTous-broivn. Below, more earthy 
brown and much freckled \vith buff. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Continental and peninsular 
India south of the Gangctic Plain, roughly south of the rivers Sindh (in 
Gwalior dist., M.P.), Yamuna (Jumna) and Ganga (Ganges). Not in 
Rajasthan or Gujarat or in the coastal strip west of the Western GhatJ. 
Commoner in the central and eastern parts of the Peninsula than western. 
Range largely overlaps and/or jigsaws confusingly ivith that of G. spadices, 
but as a rule this species more addicted to drier rodder foothills and broken 
terrain covered with dense, impenetrable thorn scrub (c.g. Atiogeissxis, 
Acacia, Mimosa, Bridelia) and bamboo jungle, up to c. 1000 metres elevation. 
Partial to grassy hill crests and ridges in suA. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pafrs or family parties of 3 to 5, or 6. Is even a 
greatcrskuIkerthanRedSpurfowl. Extremely reluctant to fly unless really hard 
pressed or fired at while scuttling through the undergrowth — then only to 
* hedge-hop * a few yards over the thickets and continue sprinting immediately 
on alighting. After this, almost impossible to flush a second time, the bird 
taking refuge in some hole or fissure of rock and refusing to budge in spite 
of much din and beating of bushes. Very swift on its legs, ducking as it runs 
on disturbance, with tail spread and partly erect, hopping from rock to rock 
on a steep hillside with agility. Thus the best way to shoot them is to ivalk 
along the crest of a scrub-covered ridge with a beater about 20 yards below 
on cither side. On disturbance the bird will invariably run uphill to the 
open ridge and then launch in the air to hurl itself down the opposite slope 
offering fairly easy shots. 
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SIZE. Grey Partridge + or half-grown village fowl. Length e. 34 cm. 
(I3| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. * Thc cock With his whitc-spanglcd blade foreparts 
and dark chestnut hinderparts, is unmistakable * (G. M. Henry). 

Male (adult). Above, jorchezd, croivn, nape and hindncck blade with 
white shaft-stripes; naked red orbital skin. Rest of upperparts black and 
chestnut wth white shaft-stripes and elongated spots. Lower back and rump 
chestnut, finely vcrroiculatcd ivilh black. Upper tail-coverts and tail blaoL 
Below, chin while; throat and sides of head white, streaked with blaclL 
Sides of breast, and flanks, black broadly streak^ with white. BrcMt ^d 
anterior abdomen ■white; posterior abdomen and under tail-covcrts blackish 
with \vhitish spots. 

Female (adult). Crown blackish; forehead and sides of head 
naked orbital skin red, chin whitish. Rest of plumage abo^’c and below dull 
chestnut, vcrmiculatcd ^vith black except on breast. 

STATUS, DisnuBUTjoN and HABITAT. Spcdcs endemic to Ceylon. Raid»t* 
Locally distributed in thc forests throughout thc Wet zone, in parts of the 
Eastern and Uva Provinces (Dry zone), and in thc hills to e. 2000 
(Phillips). Not uncommon in Ac more densely forested parts of its range both 
in Ac low country and Ac hills. ^ , 

GENERAL HABITS. Nothing rccordcd as specifically diffcrcnl from Ac 
Indian spcdcs. ' . . 

FOOD. Seeds, fallen berries, termites and oAcr insects, and predominantly 
Strohilanthes (* nillu *) seeds in flmvcring years. 

VOICE and calls. ‘ A peculiar ringing cackle consisting of scries of thrc(S 
syllabled whistles, each series on a higher note than Ac preceding 
the last dropping suddenly to Ac starting note: yxikuhu, yvhvKu, 

^uhidiu, jyuhuhu, yuhuheeynt. Tliis cackle is uttered by Ac male and is rep 1 
to by oAer males in Ac neighbourhood in similar strmns, so Aat fw some 
minutes at a tim^ and several times during thc morning, the welkin nngs 
wiA Adr music' (G. M. Henry). r 

breeding. Season, during Ac norAeast monsoon — November U> Mwch, 
also occasionally July to September. JVVj/, ns in Ac Indian spcdcs, a ^ 
scrape in Ac ground under shelter of a rock or bush. Eggs, normally Z, 
but up to 5 recorded; cream or warm buff in colour, exactly like Aos^I* 
village hen. Average size of 18 eggs 40*6 X 29*7 mm. (Baker). Cock 
monog>'nous and very pugnadous. 

Museum Diagnosis.. For details of pluroage see Baker, loc. dl. 

Chick at first * doAed in raAer uniform dark brown down. EaA sex quickly 
dev'clops its dLstlnctive plumage, but Ac while streaks and spots of Ac yoxaig rosie 
are rclalh’cly finver and larger Aan in Ac adult * (G. M. Henry). 

MEASUREMENTS 
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Weight efe? 11-13 oz. (c. 312-368 gm.); 9 9 7-10 02 . (c. 200-312 gm.) —Hart. 

COLOtas oy bam pabu. Iris brownish yellose or broivnish red ; orbital jHn red 
palcrin 9 • Bill, legs, and feet red, paler in 9 - Males muaH}. with two spurs on each 
leg, the upper one longer. In the two males measured by IVhistler upper spurs 16 
and 27-5 nun. ; lower 13 and 17-5 mm, respectively. Most females have one or two 
fpun on both legs; in some they' are missing on one leg. 

Genus OpBRYsiA Bonaparte 

O^feyrii Bonapa^ 1856, CompL Rend. Acad. So, Paris 43r 414, Type, bj- original 
'derignation and monotypy, Rallalas npercilwnuj. E. Gray 
Very little known and correct taxonomic poridon equivocal. IVing short: first 
primary (as.) shorter than tenth; fifth or sixth longest. Tail of 10 feathers, well 
rounded, nearly equal to wing in length; this feature reminiscent of GellejmiSx 
Bni short and stout, rather as in /i&igirir or PerdicAi. Tarsus short but strong. Plum-' 
age long, lax and lanceolate, being in these respects similar to the Blood Pheasants 
{llbiS^). Po^ead feathers bristle-shafted and stiff as in Jihegbiis and Padinla. 
Sexes dimorphic. 

Contains asinglespecies known onlyftmm tbeKumaon Hunalas-as, nowanoarcntlv 
extinct. ' 


280. Monntam Qjiail. Ophtysia supereiliosa Q. E. Gray) 

Relt-JzaKipernlanisS. E. Gray, 1846, Rnowsley Merageric, I: 8 , ph 16 
(India — Mussoorie) 

Baker, FBI No.'lOSO, VoL 5: 356 
Plate 32, fig. 1? 


incAi, HAiiBS. Not recorded. 

SEE. Grey Partridge — ; length c. 25 cm. (10 in.). 

JTELD_ oiAEACrEKs, A S mallis h relativdy long-tailed slaty brotm part- 
ndge wth conspicuous red bill and feet. 

Ma le Mere, face black with a svhite patch in front of eye and another 
betod. Forehead and prominent broad superdlium white, Ordered above 
and bclQw svith black. Crosvn greyish brown streaked svith black. Upper- 
pa^ dark slaty olive-brown streaked with black. Wings browner and 
hghto. Rsfom, chin and throat black, bordered by a conspicuous white' 
^pmg band from checks; under tail-covcrts blade, barred svith white. 
Rest of underparts like hack. 


Female. Above, face pinkish grey. A small svhite e>-cbrosv, and white 
patch in front and behind ej-e as in male. A broad black band on either side 
Upperparts induding svings, dnnamon-brosra broadly black- 
steeaked on nape and neck, and with triangular black spots on back and 
the TesLEelvaij pale vinaceous-brown streaked v.-ith chestnut and black from 
lower throat doivn. Flanks and vent vermfeuiated srith brosvn and black. 

STATUS, nmTOTtrnoN and habitat. Status unknosvn. Not recorded any- 
Ymer^tralunitally. Presumably once endemic; now most probably extinct. 
I^k^wnojdyfiom the Western Himalayas bettveene. 1650 m. (Jharipani 
a^ve Dehra Dim) and e. 2100 metres elevation — Banog, Badfiraj behind 
ussootee, and Sher-ka-danda near Naini Tal. Last specimen procured at 
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in 1876 Sintt when thorough combing of its known habitats 
1 idenbcal ecology has failed to rediscover the bird. In all lea 

^ a dozen ^ens (actually 10 ) exist in world museums, and S 
biology IS completely unknown. “ 

of 5 or 6 in patches of long grass 
Whwood on steep ^.des. Flew reluctantly when almost trii^ 
on heavd) and for short i^toces, soon pitching Into the grass again. 

FOOD. Grass seeds; probably also insects and berries. ^ 

1 ! u covey feeding; ‘ low, short, qn^. 

like . Alarm note when disturbed: ' a shrill whistle *. ^ 

breeddiO. Unkncn\*n. 

Museum Diagxosb. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cst. 
measusemexts of the 5 examples in the British Museum: 

ISIng Taft 

Bm (Crom feathcis) 11-5; tarsus 29 mm, (Baker). 

exmouEs of bare parts. ‘ qi Bin coral red; legs and feet dull red. 9 Bill dusky 
red, lower mmi-ble brightest; legs duU red; eyelids black with a smaU svhite spot 
at the comer ’ (Hutton). 


Genus Ithagikis Wagler 

/iSogim Wagler, 1832, Isis von Oken, cob 1228. Type, bj- monoqpy. Phesieeoj 
cnunbti Hardwicke and Pkaeimts gtadeeti Hardssseke 
(The former is the (J>, the latter the 9 of the same bird.) 
a Delaeour, J., 1951, 7h4 PkeeeeoU of the JVerU, London. (Genera of pheasants.) 
Plt^gc generally verj- soft and lax, the featheis lanceolate in shape. A sofr 
mop-hke crest m both sexes. Wing short and rounded: fust primary (as.) shorter 
or nearly equal to tenth; fifth and riith primaries about equal, and longest. 
Tail long of 14 graduated feathers. Tarsi long and stout, furnished ssath scseral 
spurs m the male; reduced to knobs in female. Bill short, stout and curved, very 
grouse-like m character, reminiscent also of Perdirula. A small naked orbital patch. 
Sexes markedly dimojphic. 

Only a single High Hunalaj-an species within our limits. 

Ithaodvis crdektus (Hardwicke) 

Hey to the Snhspeoes 

htalcs 

A Forehead black j 

B Forehead ctiissoo ,, ,, 2 

1 Crimson of ta3-feathcTS ^vhoIly lacking in hvo outer pairs * 

Crimson of tail-feathers wholly lacking in outer pair only 

/. e. mimjar 

2 Anterior car-coverts and gorget black, I,c, hrr i 

Anterior car-coverts yellowish with black edges; oo gorget a 

• • /, c. tibet/BW 
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A 

B 

C 

D 


Sides of head light ochre. . . 
Sides ofhead rufeseent ochre, 
Sides ofhead rich chesmut. 
Sides ofhead rufous 


Females 


. . e, qffhiix 
. J. c. (ntentsU 
. . .1. c, kuuri 
•I. c. tibeUiTMs 
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Nepal Blood Fheasant. lihaginis crumlus cnitrUus (Hard\rici 
cnitnius Hardwicke, 1821, Tram. Linn, Soc, London 13(1); 231 
(Mountmns of Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No, 1936 (part), VoL 5: 352 

IW Serrmin, Selmmg (Nepal). 

Doaesue fowl; length r. 46 cm. (18 in.). 

partridgi^^,^]^ ^m-eraft’ ^ gaudUy coloured 1 

with yellow, w-ith a frill aWe apple-green below, stre: 

bordered by black ForcheaiTv?'!'^®'-' ^ orbital p 

splashed with crimson ^ VPP”’ 

tbouWers, upper and lower ' 

cere flehy briUianUy colour'ed, with red bill. Orbital skin 

&ce, and ^'*1' venm'culated. Forehi 

with ashy grey crest and nape. >himamon, contrasdug stroi 

in the High Himalw^i^'^ Sin ^“^^cnt. Ckjmmon and abunc 
svith the snowUne betweer^'^m cetera Nepal seasonally up and d( 
somesvhat losver in severe win’teis^A^'l altitude; occasion 

dron, and dense ringal b^Lo ;^“‘*.='‘*PP“e forest, dwarfrhodoc 
snow patches. jumper scrub, often interspersed v 

than any other found at higher elevations, even in win 

10 , sometimes up to 30 and m Gregarious; usually in coveys of '■ 

l>ccn shot at. like all mountain ^ ofa covey 

dcn\TihiIL Feeds in the P^^dges, invariably runs uphill and i 

fowl, often dLTm r ■ g^und like dome 

Tame and fc^ ‘ 

out inquisitivelv to a tupjdjty, the members of a covey com 

bird after ^ teen shot, and allow 

VOICE and cali^. Rall%-^ir r shoots, and h'chcps. 

squeal something like a kite’s . a long. Idgh-pitcl 

(Blanford). * ^ snort monosyllabic note of alan 

that the loose nefof^S^^d^T^'^- teJ’Ohd Hodgson’s statemi 
bmhes. i'mm:, April-M^. Several Ploced on the ground in grass a 
races) accompaiued hv m-.li i.- , “'“^•ers have noted parents (varii 

promseiy speckled and blotched ssith rich brown. Incubad 
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fthaglnis eruvitus 



Other races cxtralimilal E. of 4 , and N. to e. 38 *. 

period 29 da^-s (Delaeour). Male apparently monogymous in aviaries, but 
in >vild state bTO cocks (race tibetama) assiduously attending on a single hen 
have been obscrv'cd by Sheriff {3is 3944: 381) on three separate oaasionj 
and according to local 'Tibetans the species is both polygymous and poly- 
androus. 

Museum DiAOcosa, For detaib of plumage see Baker, loc. cii.; Ddacour; 50, 

Chick (in down). * I^oral and malar streaks, circle around eye, large infra- 
auricular spot and line extending bacliward around the nape, centre of crow-n and 
wide nuchal band browmsh black; remainder ofhead, throat and neck pale grisritd 
grc>'; lower neck and entire body dull rufous, with slender bla<i tips, except on 
undcTparts, where the rufous is paler and purer * (Driacour). 

Close similarity* with chick of Snow Partridge {Ltnea Invc) stresed by Monertr- 
hagen (TKj, 1927: 625 and coloured pL xv). In Ithe^yrds chick tarsus bare through- 
out, biU orange-yellow; in duck of Lence tarrus feathered for half its length, biU 
black. 


»IEASURE34ZKrS 


d’ep 

^ViDg 

193-214 

BOl 

(from feathers) 
r. 22-23 

TarSLB 

f. 72-77 

Tan 

364—178 mm. 

99 - 

190-395 

— 

— 



(J’9 

194-228 

11 

68-76 

(Baker) 
364-J78 pm. 

Wc^ht o'ri’ 1 Ib, I 02 . to 

(from nostril) 

1 lb. 4 02 . (c. 482-568 gm.). 

(Ddacour) 
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The spurs in vary from I to 3 and are not alwa^’S the same on both legs. 
COLOims OP BARE PARTS*, Iris ycllo^vish brown; orbital skin bright scarlet of 
salmon-crimson. Bill homy black, scarlet on cere, edges of base of lower mandible, 
and gape. Legs, feet, and spurs scarlet like orbital skin; cla\vs homy black. Soles of 
feet very bright orange-crimson. 9 • Iris brighter yello\vi3h brown; orbital patch, 
smaller and paler than in Bill homy brown at base, orange-red at tip. Legs, 
feet, claws, and soles as in c?« No spurs. ^ 

MISCELLANEOUS. Thc plumage has a musty repulsive odour even when 
bird freshly killed. Stuart Baker considered its flesh * excellent for the table *, 
but even ^v^th the locals it ranks as greatly inferior to other pheasants. 
Meinertzhagen feelingly described it as ‘ disgusting *. The flavour no doubt 
varies with the nature of the food upon which the bird has been chiefly 
subsisting at thc time. 


282. Siltkim Blood Pheasant. Jthaginis crumius qffinis Beebe 

Ithaginis cmenlus affinis Beebe, 1912, Zoologica 1 : 191 (British Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI No. 1936 (part), Vol. 5: 352 
Plate 35, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES, SaiTU, Semtf, Soomong pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE and field characters. As for 281, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies 

rrATus, distribution and habitat. 
Resident. Common. Sikkim and western 
Bhutan, between c, 2600 and 4600 
metres altitude; down to e. 1500 metres 
in exceptionally severe winters. Its 
contact zone with the race tibetanus (283) 
evidently lies in the Jo Durshi or Black 
Mountain range in central Bhutan 
which forms the watershed between 
the Manas and thc Sankosh rivers 
(LudloW, Ibis 1937: 499). Affects steep, 
Abies forest, dwarf rhododendron, and 
dense ringal bamboo and juniper scrub near the snow-line. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of the nominate race (281). 
BREEDING. Nothing specifically recorded as different from Nepal birds. 
Museum Diagnosis. Compared with the Nepal Blood Pheasant (281), male 
affinis has the forecrown without crimson; the throat with a little crimson but black 
showing through it; crimson on breast much reduced; a little more green on the 
flanks. The alMcncc of crimson on the outer tail'feathers, as mentioned in Beebc*s 
originaldescription, does not always apply. Female less grey on crest and nape 
than in 281. 

No size difference between the Nepal and Sikkim populations. 
measurements of Sikkim spedmens : 

Wing: 21 ad. 196-220 (aver. 209'4); 12 9 9 ad. 187-205 mm, 
(aver. 195'0) mm. (SA). 
colours op bare parts. As in 281. 



y.t.\ 


283. Tibetan. Blood Pheasant. Ithaginis cmaitus tibetanus (Baker) 

Ithagenes [j»f) iibeianus Baker, 1914, Bull. Brit. Oro. Q. 35*. 18 (Sela Range, 13,000 ft, 
above Tawang, eastern Bhutan-Tibet boundary [= NEFA]) 

Baker, FBI No. 1938, Vol. 5: 355 

local name. Seri (Tibet). 

SIZE and field characters.' As for 281, q.v. but wtb forehead crimson 
instead of black. (Sec Key to thc Subspecies and Museum Diagnosis.) 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. ‘ Extremely common in 
eastern Bhutan in summer from 11,000 to 14,500 ft* (c. 3350 to 4400 
metres — Ludlow, Ibis 1937: 499). Also in I^meng (and Subansiri ?) 
Frontier Division of NEFA. Moves altltudinally with the seasons; in 
autumn and winter down to c. 2750 m. Its western boundary is probably 
the Jo Durshi or Black Mountain range in central Bhutan between thc 90th 
and 9 1 St meridian — the watershed of thc Manas and thc Sankosh riven. 
Affects dwarf rhododendron scrub near the snow-line. 

Extralimital. Adjacent parts of SE. Tibet. * 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of thc nominatcracc (281). 

BREEDING. Unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis. Male. Above, crest greyer, leas white than in 281 ; posterior 
car-coverts grey and white. Feathers of forehead and face, above and below the 
eyes, red instead of black. Rectrices whitish grey. Below, feathers of breast with much 
more red, as in kuseri (284). 

Female. Resembles /. e. erventus, but darker and more strongly vcnniculatcd 
below. Similar also to /. c. kuseri (284) but a shade more rufous and with the shaft- 
streaks on the underside more pronounced. Some females show scarlet feathen on 
the throat and sides of head. 

MEASUREMENTS. Wing 197; bill (from feathers) 17»7; tarsus 59*7; tail 
176*5 mm. (Baker). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Bill black; orbital skin apparently orange; legs brilliant 
crimson-red, soles paler, claws black (Baker), 


284. Mishxai Blood Pheasant. Ithaginis cruentus kuseri Beebe 

Jthaginis hueri Btchc, 1912, Zoologica 1: 190 (Yunnan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1937, Vol. 5: 354 

LOCAL NAMES. Chtku (Mishmi); Siri, Selo (Tibet). 

SIZE and field characters. As for 281, q.v., but with forehead crimson 
instead of black. (Sec Key to the Subspecies and Museum Diagnosis.) 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and , HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. Abor and Mishmi Hilh 
of Siang and Luhit Frontier Divisions, NEFA, between e. 2500 and 4500 
metres altitude. Its western boundary with tibetanus (283) lies somewhere 
between the 92nd and 93rd meridians (Ludlow^ Ibis 1944: 381). Aflccts 
the rhododendron scrub zone to its highest limit. 

Exlralimital. SE. Tibet cast to Yunnan (Shwcli-Salwecn divide). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of thc nominate jnce (281). 

' It is one of thc loveliest, stupidest, tamest and most unappctbmg g^c 
birds I have ever shot. We got specimens with our catapults, and this, 
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probably, is thc most sporting weapon to use, for Kuscr’s Blood Pheasant is 
only a shade wilder than a bam-door fowl * (F, Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 382). 

BREF.DINO. A nest mth 3 fresh eggs recorded at e. 3000 m. altitude in 
thc Upper Dibang Valley, end April. In a depression in the ground under 
a bamboo (F. M. Bailey). 

Museum Diagnosis. Male. Diflers from /. c, tibetanus (283) in thc still greater 
extent of red and black colours. Forehead, throat, and breast almost pure crimson- 
red. Supercilia, car-coverts, sides of head, and neck, wholly black. A broad black 
band (gorget) between red of throat and of breast. 

Female, similar to tibetanus but slightly darker and redder, often washed \vith 
red on breast. Face and cheeks bright reddish brown (Dclacour). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d'd’ 197-210 e. 19 55-60 I47-17I mm, 

9 9 184-190 — _ _ 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris ycllow or light brown; orbital skin yellow, tinged ' 
with orange behind eye. Bill black, with scarlet cere and nostril. Legs and feet 
scarlet; claws dark brown; spurs black-tipped or all black (Baker). 


Genus Traoopan Cuvier 

Tragopan Cuvier, 1829, Rigne Am'm., nouv. €d., 1: 479. Type, by monotypy, 
MeUagris satyra Linnaetu 

Contains the so-called Homed Pheasants, svith the shape, proportions and carriage 
of partridges and a great deal of resplendent crimson in thc plumage of thc males. 

Wings rounded; fint primary (as.) shortest; 4th and 5th subcqual and longest! 
Bastard wing (alula) wcll-dcvclopcd. TaU of 18 feathers steeply graduated, more 
or less equal to wing in length. Bill short and stout; feathen of forehead almost 
reaching to nostril. Legs very powerful; armed with a short blunt spur on tanus. 
An occipital crest of lengthened feathen in male, and two long subcylindrical brightly 
coloured fleshy horns, one above each eye, erected ia eotatship display. A briUtantly 
coloured and patterned apron-shaped gular wattle or bib fully devdo;^ in breeding 
season, also expanded in display. Sides of bead and throat naked and brightly 
coloured in all tpedes except T. satjra (286), in which they arc thinly feathered. 

Thc genus ranges throughout the Himalayas from Kashmir to eastern 
four species occurring within our limits. 


A 

B 

C 

D 

A 

B 


Key to the Species 
Main 

Below crimson with black-edged white spots 

Below black with white spots 

Breast crimson-red; abdomen smoky or sepia-grey. 
Below crimson, feathers centred with pearl-grey. , 
Females 

Upper plumage streaked with white 

Upper plumage streaked with lawn or buff. . . . . * 

No crimsOT on shoulder of vring 

Shoulder of wing tinged with crimsoo 
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a General tint paler and more buff; black markings fewer * • 

T. satyra 82 

' General tint darker and black markings predominating 

r. bljthii 84 


285. Western Homed Pheasant. Tragopan melanocephalus (J. E. Gray) 

Phasianus Melanocephalus J, E, Gray, 1829, in GrilEth, Anim. Kingd. 8 (Avo, 3): 

29 (AlmoraL, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1932, Vol. 5: 345 
Plate 54, fig. I 

LOCAL names. Jewar (Garbwhl) ; jfaghi, Jajhi (Bashahr) ; Sing monal (NW. Hima* 
layas); Jigurana ri', Budal 9 (Kulu, Mandi, Suket); FuIgaT ^,Fulgan 9 (Cbsmbs); 
Sondla SolaUe 9 (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Large village hen; length e, 71 cm. (28 in.). . , 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. A brilliantly coloured, white-spotted rw 
and black giant partridge. Above. Crown black, with recumbent red-tipped 
occipital crest. Face naked bright red. Upperparts including ^ving-coverU 
and tertiaries finely vcrmiculatcd buffy grey and black, and wth 
black-bordered white spots or ocelli. Neck (all round) red. Tail mottled 
buff and black, with irregular black bars and tips. Below, naked throat dc^ 
blue; forcncck and upper breast bright light r^. Rest of.undcrparts black, 
ocellated with white and irregularly smeared with red; flanks and abdomen 
mottled with brown and black. 

Female. General effect grey instead of rufous-brown as in 9 T.sa^^ 
Above bro^vnish grey; head and neck tinged with rufous, rest of up^' 
parts irregularly streaked and spotted with black and white. Beloa, 
vcrmiculatcd grey and dark brown, spotted with fulvous on throat, ana 
broadly streaked and splodged with wbxfc on the paler and greyer abdomen 
and fi^ks. ' , 

Young (immature) male like female, but thc marks bdow more round«» 
less spatulatc in shape. At an older stage also like female * but largcfi 
on thc legs, wth a variable amount of black on thc head and of red on the 
neck, and a number of white spots, surrounded with black, on die upper 
back and underparts * (Dclacour). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. From Swat in northe^ 
West Pakistan (Duber VaUcy, W. of Indus R., e. 7S°E.) through Kashm^i 
the Punjab Himalayas and Himachal Pradesh to Garh^val and Kumaon (?/ 
seasonally between r. 1350 (winter) and 3600 metres altitude; nonnaUf 
breeding above e. 2400 m. Affects dense undergrowth of roc and ring" 
bamboo in hill forest 

GENERAL HABITS. MoTC Or Icss common to thc genus. Seen singly or in 
pairs, sometimes small family parties in non-breeding season. In 
ihc-way places where comparatively free from persecution fomctlmcs fi^ 
in company with Chir, l6ileg, and Koklas pheasants in open gUdes w 
forested hill slopes, particularly whence the snow has just melted, Normrilf 
very shy and wild; skulking away through thick undergrowth on thc 
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4 T. Hjthii HjlMi ( 588 ). 5 T. ttmrmclii 

dhturbance or flying np and concealing itsdf most effectively in densely 
foliaged branches of trees where it abo roosts at mght. like all Himalayan 
pheasants difScult to observe in wild state. Most details of its biology obtained 
from captivity in whidi it thrives well and breeds freely given adequate care 
and facilities. Stages of the cock’s bizarre but beautiful display thm described 
by Delacour (loc. dt: 60). (1) Struts round hen with wing on near side 
lowered and partly spread, shoulder on far side raised, slanting upper part 
of body towards her’for better exhibition. This is the manoeuvre common 
to the domestic cock and all other pheasants. (2) Rushes suddenly svith 
partly spread wings, with or without erection of horns or expanding of 
throat-wattle (bib). (3) Stops suddenly with most of Ae lower plumage' 
fluffed out. The half-spread wings move slowly up and down, with wrist- 
edges well out from body and tips pressed ihsvard and downward; head 
and neck shaken spasmo^cally until the horns and wattle are spread out 
to their utmost, "^e lappet is esepanded and retracted with astonishing ease 
and rapidity. The bird soon reassumes a normal posture, wralks off, picks 
up food, only to start displaying again in a moment. 

FOOD. Largely fresh leaves, e.g. of oak (Qperciu), sometimes taken up 
in the trees; shoots of ringal bamboo, roots, seeds, acorns, berries and 
iiuects. 

VOICE and caies. IVhcn alarmed a succession of ssailing cries not unlike 
those of a young lamb or kid; was, was, wan, each was uttered slowly and 
distinctly at fint, and more rapidly as the bird is hard pressed and about to 
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take wing. On approach of breeding season o' calls at interval! throughout 
the day, more often at dusk and daybreak (every 5 or 10 minutes, sometimes 
longer) from the bough of a tree or other elevated position such as a fallen 
tree-trunk or boulder. Similar to alarm-call but much louder and a single 
energetic, far-carrying wsw at a time, not unlike the bleating ofa lost goat. 
This curious cry has also been described as ‘ something between a kid’s 
bleat and the cry of a wild goose ’ (Hume & Marshall). 

' The lovc-call of the male tragopan [apparently the genus] is a resound- 
ing and far-reaching may / maaA / 00 -ssi ! 00-asssssh ! ’ (Delacour). 

SREEDCto. Poorly knowu in the svild state. Stasm, mentioned as June. 
Jftst, of sticks svith grass lining either on the ground in thick smdergrosvth, 
e.g. of ringal bamboo, or in a tree: ‘about 10 ft from the ground’ being 
recorded. Eggs, in captivity 3 to 6, laid every other day; pale buff to reddish 
brosvn feebly freckled with dark brown, averaging c. 63 X 42 mm. in size. 
Cock monogynous; assists in tending the chicks. Incubation entirely by 
hen; period about 28 days. 

Muszuu DiAcrrosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). Like that of TTOgopem sa^a (286) q.s*., but greyer. 
UZASUrtZHZNTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

255-290 17-20 78-97 220-250 mm. 

9 9 225-250 15 65 190-200 mm. 

(Delacour) 

Weight (frJt 4 lb. to 4 Ib. 12 oz. (r. 1-80-2-15 kg.) —Baker; 9 9 2 lb. 12 or. to 
3 lb. (f. 1 -25 - 1 -40 kg.) — Whistler. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, o' Iris browu. Bill black, tip homy. Bare skin of face 
bright red vrith lino of small blue spots below eyes. Throat [naked] deep blue; 
cheeks bluc.gTccn; lappet purplish blue down centre, pink on margins, wtb pale 
blue indentations. Fleahy boras blue. Legs pink to whitish grey, according to season 
(Delacour). ’ 

The lappet, when not in use, shrivels up and becomo quite insignifleant. 


286. Crimson Homed Pheasant or Satyr Tr a go pa n. Tragopm satjra 
(Linnaeus) 

MtUspis Safrra Linnaeus, 1758, Syst Nat, cd. 10, 1: 157 
(Bengal,er Edwards, pL 1 16, error = Nepal') 

Baker, FBI No. 1931, VoL 5; 343 
Plate S4, fig. 2 

LOCAL NASCS. lamgi (liindi, Garhwal, Kumaon); Afonaf (Nepal); One, Bep 
(Bbutca); TarJ^si (Lepcha); Ckamdsng (Tibet). 

SIZE. Village hen; length (? e. 68 cm. (27 in.), 9 c. 59 cm. (23 in.). 
FIELD characters. Male. Head, rccumbcnt citst, and a loop TOund thc 
deep blue semi-naked throat-patch, black. A crimson streak on dthef side 

» or DsijeeliRgdlit, Bengal? See Biswas, I960, JBNHS" 57: 360, footnote. 
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of crest. General plumage, 
above and below, rich orange- 
crimson, olive-brown on back 
and rump, sprinkled all over 
with round black-bordcrcd 
white spots or ocelli. Shoulder 
of wing crimson; rest of wing 
dark brown mottled vdth buff; 
tail black. 

Female. Above rufous- or 
d , X c. 5 ochreous-brown, vcrmiculated, 

barred and blotched with black and buff. Pale shaft-stripes on crown. 
Shoulder of wing tinged with crimson. Below, rhin and throat whitish; breast 
and abdomen like back but paler, mottled with large illslefined whitish 
shaft-spots. Tail rufous-brown, irregularly barred with black and buff. 

Voung (immature) (? like female, but less richly coloured. When 
assuming adult plumage presents a patchy appearance with red and ocellated 
feathers, distributed irregularly on underparts, 

status, DisTRiBirnoN and habitat. Resident. Garhwal, Nepal, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and adjoining parts of NEFA. Western and eastern limits, as 
presendy known, roughly thc Alaknanda river in Garhwal (r. 79'’30'E.) 
and ‘ Darrang ’ north of Brahmaputra river, in Assanu (More likely some- 
where in the Kameng Frontier Division [Mon Yul area ?] where the altitudes 
and biotope are more appropriate.) Affects oak, deodar and rhododendron 
forest in khsils and on steep hillsides with scrubby undergrowth and ringal 
bamboo, between c. 2400 and 4250 metres devation; down to e. 1800 
metres in severe winters. 

OEKERAL HABITS and FOOD. As of 285, q.v. Stomachs of 13 birds from 
Lachong (Sikkim) sscamined by hfdnertzha^ in December all contained 
a leaf and a fern bdieved to be Diplagitm and PoljpaSswi. 

VOICE and caixs. * A loud pitched ipck repeated several times ’ (H. 
Stevens). ‘ An arresting loud fya, kpa, fya like the bleating of a goat kid ’ 
(SA). Each bleat repeated at appropriate intervals. 

BREEDDto. Little known in the wild state. Seasas, apparently May-June. 
Akrt, an untidy jumble of sticks placed up in the branches ofa tree in forest. 
Eggs, 2 to 4 (?) reddish buff, freckled all over with deeper brick-red. Size 
f. 65 X 42 mm. 

Musecu DiaobosP. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL 

Chick (in down). Above, ‘Side of head and supereiliom dirty huffish while, 
dark-tipped <m ear-coverts; crown from bill ferroginous. Upperparts faiugiaoui- 
brown with darker tips and paler bases, but no distinct pattern. Tail fcrraginous. 
BAow, dun and throat huffish white; rest of undcrpaits same, with faint dark tips 
and tinged with nut on sides and on thighs * (HoAuist). 

SIZASURZUEKTS 

Wing 15 d'd' ad. 260-277 (aver. 26S-5mm.); 7 9 9 ad. 218-245 (aver. 
229-5 znnL) — (Ss^sifer, Stemsss, ^), 

IVing Bin Tarau Tail 

(from feathers) 

<?<? 245-285 14-16 85-95 250-345 mm. 

9 9 215-235 Ih 66 195 mm. 

(Delacour) 
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Tail proportionately longer than in other tragopans. 

Wd^t ept? 3 lb. 8 oz. to 4 Ib. 10 oz, (1-60-2-10 kg.); 9 9 2 lb. 4 oz. to 2 lb. 
10 oz. (c. I-I -20 kg.) — Hume. 

tmLoURS op BARE FARTS. ^ Ilis browu. Bill black. Bare skin of throat dark blue; 
lappet blue in middle, pale green on margins, with four or 6ve triangular scarief 
patches da each side. Fleshy horns blue. The lappet extends to a length of 100 mm 
and thc horns to 75 mm. during display. Legs pink. 

9 Iris brown; orbital sldn bluish. Bill bora brovoL Eegs whitish grey (Dehcoor). 

Tkaoopan BLVTHn Qerdon) 

Kay to the Subspecies 
Males 

Paler; red of the breast forming a very broad gorget T. b. bljlbii 

Darker; red of thc breast forming a very narrow gorget only 

- - 71 5. trsoUssooTibs 


287. Tibetan GneybelUed Tragopan. Tragopan bljthn moUswertht Baker 

Tragopa bljihii jrslaiconid Baker, 1914, Bulk Brit. Om- C3, 35: 18 
(Dtnsan La, 8000 ft, Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No, 1934, VoL 5: 349 

LOCAL HAKE. Bop (Tibet). 

stzx. Village hen; length c. 68 cm. (27 in.). 

mLD cHARACTEi^. As of thc nominate race (288) q.v. Sec Key to the 
Subspecies. 

STATUS, DiSTitiBUTiOJt and HABITAT. Resident. Rare. Apparently only 
three spedmens knovkiu Eastern Bhutan (where it overlaps the range of 
T. rc^a) and presumably adjoining parts of NEFA cast to thc Mishmi 
Hills, from c. J 800 to 3300 metres elevation. Reported to keep to the thickest 
scrub and ringal undergrowth in high forest, and very hard to get a 
of though not shy (CoL J. Ghatterton), 

Extralbniial. Adjacent parts of SE. Tibet. 

CBjjEBAL HABITS and FOOD. As of the nominate race. 

VOICE and calls. Brig. A. L- M. Molcsworth, who obtained the type 
specimen, says * it was sitting in a clump of bamboos r naking a noise like 
a leopard ’ (!). 

BRZEDiHQ. Unknown. 

Musruif UxAmiosa. M»lc,difii=c5&oino'ofthecooiaateracc (28^ inharisg 
the Gjdreupperparndaiker, them3roeaocriUbrovmer,*adthchirffvcniitcuUtiora 

naiTOwcr and less dk&xt; the iriiite spots smaller though equally numertna- Bdas, 
red Abreast confined to a cocaparadvriy caitow gorget desetsiding only a short way 
bdow the cede on to the breast. Rest of lower parts much paler grey ttun in ifyihn, 
the centres scarerfy distinguishable ftom the romxmdiag parts of thc feather. 

Female, diSers from 9 of the nominate suhi^>ecie3 *in ha'risg the wbde 
upper jdumage darker, the blackish marks being larger and de^>er coloured, thc 
grey-brown caarksngj much deeper grey and lea brown, car-c o v e: ti ribdpped 
ruibus, rufous-centred eheri:-feat2Krs, rump and upper tiB- uj v er ts grey er and oot 
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quite 80 reddisH in g en e ra l tone. On the underside, the rufous edges of feathets of 
breast and abdomen deeper* (Biswas, 1968, JBNHS 65: 216—17 and coloured plate). 

MEASUREMEjm ✓ 

1 ^Ving 250; bill (* from front *) 19; tarsus 76, middle toe and claw 76; tail 
195 mm. (Balter). 

I 9 (in flesh) Wing 232; bill (from skull) 33: tail 155 + mm. (Biswas). 

coLotnts or BARE PARTS, (j' unrecorded; presumably as in the nominate raco. 9 
Iris dark brown, edges of eyelids lemon yellow. Maxilla black but brown at base; 
mandible very pale homy. Legs and feet brownish homy; claws homy; pads white * - 
(Biswas). 

288. Grej'bellied Tragopan. Tragopan blythii blythii (jerdon) 

Ccriomis B/ytAu jerdon, 1870, Proc. Asiat, Soc. Bengal: 60 (Hills at the bead of 
the Assam Valley, i.e. Hcnema, Naga Hills, Assam) 

Tragopan blythii rvpchandi Koelz, ,1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration 
No. 1 : 29 (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1933, Vol. 5: 347 
Plate 54, fig. 5 (There should not be any blue adjoining 
the yellow gular patch as shown.) 

tocAi. NAUES. Hut huria (Assam and Miri); San sorai (Assam, Sadiya); Gmt 
(Angami Naga) ; Aghah (Sema Naga) ; Aogho (Oiang Naga) ; Chingtho (Kuki). 

SIZE. Village hen; length ^ c. 68 cm. (27 in.), 9 e. 59 cm. (23 in.). 

piEZJ? CHARACTERS. A large oversized partridge, the male with much 
brilliant red in plumage, and conspicuous v/lute ocelli on back. 

Male. Abovif for^^d, crown, a patch down cither side of neck, and 
feathers round the naked orange-yellow face, black. Broad supercilia to 
nape, llindcro^v^, neck, upper back, and \ving shoulders bright crimson. 
Rest of upper plxunagc brown, tinged wth red and contrastingly marked 
■with numerous white and maroon ocelli. Belova^ feathers round the naked 
yellow gular patch, black. Adjacent upper breast bright crimson followed 
by smoky grey lower breast and belly, the feathers centred paler grey. 
Flanks and thighs mottled black and buff and splashed with crimson as on 
vent. 

Female. Rather like 9 T. satyra, but paler. Above, black narrowly 
barred, blotched and stippled wth rufous and venniculated with buff. 
Tail paler and more rufous. Below, mottled, stippled and spotted with dark 
brown, rufous, and greyish white. Centre of abdomen, and vent, more 
uniform grey. 

Young (immature) male like female but acquiring red on the neck at^ 
the first spring moult. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT, Resident, but like other pheasants 
moving up and down aldtudinally with season and supply of favourite foods. 
Assam south of the Brahmaputra river, in the Patkai, Naga, and Barail 
hill ranges south through Manipur and Mizo (Lushai Hills) from e, 1800 
metres up. Affects thick undergrowth in heavy evergreen forest. 

Extralimital. The Chin Hills and adjacent mountain ranges of western 
and northern Burma. 

OENERAL HABITS, and FOOD. As of 285, q.v. 
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VOICE and caixs. * A very loud challenging gmw, gnau by the male * (R S 

Bedi, in episC). Displaying cock utters 2 . ' goek gock gock' repealed 

often, punctuated by short pauses; reminiscent of *roar* oLGreat Pied 
Hombill but much softer. Two cocks ansu'cr each other from the distance, 
the second joining in soon after the first begins. These ‘ challenges * and 
‘ coimicr-challengcs ’ arc kept up for some time (Gerd Heinrich, Mt Victoria) 

BREEDmo. No authentic record in wild state. Eggs (in captivity) pale 
buff, finely and lightly freckled and spotted with brown, avTninnff 
58*5 X 44 mm. (Delacour). Clutch size ? 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc- cit. 

Chick (in down). Similar to T, salyra, but lighter in colour. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tanus Tail * 

(Gx>m featheri) 

eftf 260-265 f. 10 82-94 180-220 mm. 

9 9 230-245 — — . _ 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull of, a ^ collected by SDR in the Naga Hills measured 25*5 mm. 
He remarks that the measurement given by Delacour (op. citi, 1951 ; 68) as 15 mm. 
is presumably for nostril to tip rather than culmcn, as stated. In view of this. Baler’s 
* f. 10 mm.* seems even more misleading. 

COLOURS or DAsm PARTS. ^ Ifis brown. BUI homy brown. Bare free gcJdea 
yellow. Homs light blue. Lappet yellow, bordered with blpc. Legs pink or rrfdiilu 
9 Iris brown. Bill homy. Orbital skin yellowish. Legs fleshy brown (Delacour). 

One spur on each leg in (p up to e. 190 mm. long and of a ' bright arure blue 
colour * in life {vide G. Damant in Hume, SF 7: 473), 


289. TcmipinrVa Tragopan or Chinese Crimson Homed Pheasut 

Tragopan temminckii (J. E. Gray) 

Salyra TemmineknJ. E. Gray, 1831, m Hardwicke's III. Ind. 2k>oI. 1(9): pi. 50. (N’a 
locality; the type in the British Museum 'is from ' CSilna * » Szechuan epud Baler, 
1928, Fauna, 5: 350.) 

Baker, FBI No. 1935, Vol. 5: 350 
Plate 34, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Bop (Tibet) ; Oua oua J^‘, Ko Kiao fy, Sin tsiou ky, Tto^ 
(Chinese). 

SIZE. Village hen; length e. 64 cm. (25 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above and below bright crimson like Satyr 
Tragopan^ (286), with round black-border^ pearl-grey spots or ocelli on 
upperparts. Head, borders of face, and loop round ihioat-patch similarly 
black. Differs from 286 chiefly in having the face naked bright cobalt blue 
in addition to the throat patch, and large triangular (or diamond-shaped) 
pearl-grey spots replacing white ocelli on underparts. 

Fern a 1 c. Above, rufous to greyish brown strongly mottled with blacl^, 
with whitish arrow-shaped marks. Tail like back, but with the markings 
forming irregular bars. Below, chin and throat whitish, with black lines. 
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Rest of underparts light brown with large whitish shaft-spots and black 
blotches. 

Young (immature) male. Like female, but larger, with some black 
and red on the head, and red on neck and upper breast. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Luhit Frontier Division 
of NEFA (Mishmi Hills, Upper Dibang and Tsangpo valleys, etc.), 
beriveen c, 2100 and 3500 m. altitude. The Subansiri-Manas watershed 
postulated as the dividing line between this spedes and T. salyra which 
occurs on the East Bhutan frontier (F, Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 379). lake the 
other tragopans affects thick undergrowth in evergreen forest on steep 
hillsides. 

Extralimital. Adjacent mountains of SE. Tibet; N. Yunnan, Szechuan, 
Shensi and Hupeh; NE. Burma (Chin Hills etc.), 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and GALLS. Largely as in 285, q.v. Little 
known in wild state. Apparently even more unsocial than other tragopans, 
and very arboreal. Usually seen solitary, and never more than 2 or 3 to- 
gether. In uninhabited regions, common and very tame (F. M. Bailey), 
BREEDING. Not authentically known. Eggs (in captivity) comparatively 
small for the genus, averaging 54 x 40 mm.; buff, speckled and freckled 
with bro>vn (Delacour). 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). * Lores and crown bright rufous-green, changing to darker 
chestnut-brown on back and tail-tuft; circle round eye, sides of head, and car- 
coverts bright pale fulvous-rufous; below pale dull fulvous * (Baker). * Differs mostly 
from sa^a in being smaller * (Delacour). 
measurements 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsxu 

Tail 


(from feathen) 



225-265 

15-16 

70-80 

185-230 mm. 

220-225 

15 

70 

175 mm. 


•. (Delacour) 

Weight e. 31 lb. (1 -60 kg.) — F. M. Bailey. 

COLOURS Of BARE PARTS, ^ : Iris brown. Bill black, tip homy. Bare face and chin 
bright blue. Homs greenish blue. Lappet dark blue spotted all over with pale blue 
and right arrow-shaped scarlet marks on each side. Legs pinkish to reddish. 9 : 
Iris brown. BUI homy. Orbital skin bluisli. Legs fleshy grey (Delacour)^ 

Genus Lophopkorus Tcmminck 
Lephopharus Tcmminck, 1813, Pig. ct Gall. 2: 355. T>-pe, by monotypy, Lephophorus 
Ttfulgms Tcmminck « Pkasiemus impejenus Latham 
Face more or less naked and highly coloured. Bill long and greatly curs'cd, upper 
mandible much ON'crlapping lower at the tip as well as along edges. Tarsi and feet 
ver^* powerful and heaty, the former feathered above and trith a short shiny spur. 
Wing much rounded; first primary* (as.) shortest; fifth and sixth coequal and longest. 
Tail of 1 8 feathers, shorter than wing, fairly rounded ; flat as in partridge, not laterally 
compressed as in junglcfowl. 

The genus contains hcarily built dumpy Himalajan pheasants shaped like snow- 
cock but distinguished b>* the highly refulgent plumage of the mala. Two spccia 
occur wnthin our limits. v 


Key to the Speclea 


Males 


A Crat composed of feathers with naked shafts and spatulatc ends ...... 

) L-imp^anm 

B Grot composed of short curly feathers ^ stlalm 


Females 

A I.owcr back buff barred ■with black ^ imp^an^ 

B Lower back and rump pale earthy-white with narrow bars of brown. 

L. sclaten 


Page 
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290. Impeyan or Him alayan Alonal PIieaBSUlt. LopHophOTUS itTiP^OJUS 
(Latham) 

Phasianus impejanus Latham, 1790, Index Om. 2: 632 (India = Sikkim, typclocaLty 
fixed by Meinertzhagen, 1952, Bull. BriL Oro. O. 72: 85) 
Lephophorus ^lambanus Marshall, 1884, Ibis; 421, pi. 10 (Cham a) 

Baker, FBI No. 1928, Vol. 5 : 335 

Plate 34, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Smol, "^tma murgk o’. Ham 9 (Kashmir); .A'ii/ifr 
^AfunaJ, Mil c?. Karen 9 (Kulu); MmSl, Char rumSl, Rada kawan, 

(NW. Himalayas); Datiya (Ktirnaon and Garhwal); Dangan, Vaji (Nepal); o 
(Lepcha) ; (Bhutea, Sikkim); Piapadvr (Mbhmi); Bup (Bhutanese). 

SIZE. Large dometic hen -h; length c. 72 cm. (28 in.). r trtot 

FIELD CHARAcrrERS. Astout, duiDpy Himalayan pheasant. Above, rctu ^ 
metallic, bronze-green, purple, and blue -with a large 
and crest ofwrc-Iikc spatula-tipped metallic green 
rufous, short, broad, more or less square-cut. Below, velvety jet ^1^^ j. 
flushed, the wild ringing shrieks, the chestnut wings and the broa « 
mmp-patch are diagnostic. 



cf. Xr. } 

Female. Brown, mottled and streaked ^vith paler and 
with a short tuft on head and white throat. In flighflooks brown ■with 
white in tail. , j. 

Young (immature) male. Like female, but more mottled wiin 
above, and witli black and rufous below. Older juveniles have some 
spots on throat and occasionally a few metallic feathers on uppcfpa^s. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident The Himalayas between 
e, 2600 and 5000 m. altitude from eastern Afghanistan through NW. Pakis- 
tan, Kashmir, Pimjab, Himachal Pradesh, Kumaon, Garhwal, Nepal, 
Sikkim to about the eastern frontier of Bhutan. Somewhere between c. 92® 
and 93°E. long, it meets the spcdcs L, sclateri (291) (rwfr Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 
376), Affects high oak, rhododendron, and deodar {Cedrus dtodara) forest 
interspersed with open glades and sheep pastures, and precipitous hillsides 
with grass and weeds grerwing on the naITO^v ledges. 


Lophophorus 



a L. (291). 

GENERAt HABITS. Kccps Singly Or in parties of 3 or 4 consisting of a cock 
and t "’0 or three hens, or all of Ae same sex, whi^h dig for food vigorously 
%vith their powerful bills on the edge of alpine pastures often in deep snow. 
When flushed, rises with a loud flutter of wings, the bird invariably planing 
steeply do%vnhill wth wild ringing cries. When .suddenly come upon in 
forest, especially if accompanied by small chicks, it flies up with much cack- 
ling into the thickly foliaged branches of a deodar or pine tree and freezes, 
the sober-coloured hen in particular then becoming astonishingly obliterated. 
In courtship the cock droops his chestnut ^vings, spreads out and erects, 
his tail like a turkey cock, jerking it up over the back from time to time as 
he struts around the seemingly unconcerned hen. A variant of the * dance * 
obscr\'ed as follows: Cock and hen scratching and feeding on flat terrace on 
hillside; Hen uttered her * call note ' (?) several times. Upon this the cock, 
feeding some little distance a^vay, ran to her -with wings raised high above 
the back, tail spread, neck- and body-feathers fluffed out, displaying reful- 
gence of plumage in the morning sun to best advantage. He thus moved 
quickly to and^fro in front of her for a few seconds while she stood quietly 

• See Appendix 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. M a 1 c. Very like the Himalayan Monal (290), 
but somewhat duller and less refulgent, and wthout crest; the cro^vn covered 
^ with short curly or frizzled metallic blue-grccn 'feathers instead. White of 
rump much more extensive and including upper tail-coverts. Tip of tail 
broadly white making the cinnamon appear like a "wide band across white 
tml. 

Female. Similar to 9 290 but wth rump and upper tail-covcrts 
conspicuously pale greyish ^vhitc. Tail black, broadly tipped ivith white 
and with some narrow whitish bars. 

Young (immature). See under Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. NEFA east of c. the 
92nd-93rd meridians (where it meets L. impejanus, vide Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 
376), through the Kamcng, Subansiri, Siang, and Luhit Frontier Divisions, 
between c. 3000 and 4000 metres altitude. Affects silver fir (Abies) forest 
\vith dense rhododendron undergrowth. 

Extralimilal. Contiguous parts of SE. Tibet, eastward to NE. Burma and 
Yunnan. 

j " GENERAL HABITS. As of Himalayan Monal (290), q.v. Very parochial, 
occupying the same haunts day after day (Cranbrook). * Very noisy in the 
evenings. When chased by dog refused to fly until nearly caught, when 
they \vould fly into a tree and remain there while the dog barked beIo^v. 

- Our dog actually caught one * (F, M. Bailey). 

FOOD. As in 290. Among crop contents specifically mentioned are 

* Polygonum seeds and heads of some thistle or hard-headed flow'crs * (Cran- 
brook). 

VOICE and calls. Alarm calls described as shrill, harsh, rather plaintive, 

* a mixture bct^vccn that of a peacock and a guincafowl * — — a single cry 

uttered repeatedly by a sentinel from an overlooking rock on a steep hillside . 

(Cranbrook). A wild ringing W'histle like that of L. imp^anus but ‘ distinct ^ 
in tone * (F. Ludlow). 

BREEDiNo. Unknown. Males collected by Ludlow on 14 May all had 
enlarged testes c. 25 mm. in length. One female \vith a large-yolk ovarian 
egg; another with a large incubation patch. 

Muszim Diagnosis, For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL 

Young (immature) male. Described from a specimen collected by F. Kingdon 
Ward at the Tsangpo Po-Tsangpo confluence c. 2700 metres altitude (Feb. 1924): 

* Differs from adult female in the darker colour of the mantle, the paler, more white 
colour of the lower back, rump and upper tail-covcrts and in the greater amount of 
c i nn a m on on the tail-feathers which colour is entirely absent from an adult ( 9 ) 
from the Tsangpo, but present in slight Ireridlogs in a bird from the Mishmi coxmtry 
and figured in Proc. ^ocl. Soc., 1879, pi. iL The upper side of ^•oung znal^ is 
narrowly barred with faint cinnamon bands instead of frccklings. On the breast 
and neck the black feathers of the adult arc beginning to appear and a few' metallic 
feathers to show on the head * (N. B. Kinncar, 1934, JBNHS 37: 367). 

j MEASUREiONTS 

^\’ing * Culmen * Tarsus’ Tail 

, o’ 317 38 73 223 mm. 

. 9 280 32 71 185 mm. 

Muidlc toe and claw 9 "5 mm. (Dclacour) 

■ F. Ludlow's spedmeas ga\e: W^g 4 o'cf 29S-303; 2 9 9 285-287 mm_ 
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looking on; then abruptly closed his \rings and tail, turned about, and ran 
back to his feeding place (G. S. Rodon, JBNHS 12: 573). The cock also 
indulges in a spectacular courtship flight, leaping straight up into the air 
from a steep hillside, moving slowly ^vith wings held high above line of 
back, tail partly spread and the ^vhite rump conspicuously displayed. 

FOOD. ^ Grass- and flower seeds, roots, tubers, shoots,- berries (e.g. Coto- 
neasler micropfyl/d), and insects and their larv'ac, dug up often from under 
deep snow. 

VOICE and calls. Call- and ^ann notes a wild, ringing whistle reminis- 
cent of the Curle^v. Usually uttered from a rock on a precipitous slope, after 
which the bird planes steeply do^vn the /hud-side to another perch often 
far belo^v. 

BREEDING.. SeosoHj April to June. Hestj a scrape in the ground under 
shelter of a rock or fallen tree-trunk in undergrow'th on a steep hillside, 
hidden by grass or ferns, etc. Eggs, 4 to 6 pale yellowish or reddish buff, 
freckled and spotted with reddish brown. Average size of 74 eggs 63*5 X 
44*9 mm. (Baker). Incubation period unrecorded. Cock apparently poly- 
gynous, but its biology in the svild state very little known. 

Museuw Diagnosis.. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). ‘ Crown dark rufous; a short line back from base of culmen, 
lores, three short line on the face, ear-coverts and side of the occiput black; c>'e- 
brmvs and facial area buff; mantle and sving-down grizzled rufous, back and rump 
chocolate, with two pairs of lateral buff line, the' outer pair often partly merged with 
the ventral colouring; loral line buffy cream; chin and throat smok>' white; side 
of throat darker; remainder of underparts dirty buffy white, flanks darker * 
(Dclacour). 

SfEASURESCENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail Grot 

(from feathce) 

cfc? 289-320 f. 50-54 r. 70-80 215-235 75-88 mm. 

9 9 259-287 — — _ _ 

(Baker) 

Middle toe and claw; ^ 71, 9 77 mm. (Dclacour). 

Weight ej'o' 4'Ib. 6 oz. to'5Ib.4oz. (c. 1 *98-2*38 kg.); 99 4Ib.to4Ib. 12 oz. 
(c. 1*80-2* 15 kg.) — Hume. ' 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris browTi; circumorbital skin bright azure to almost 
royal blue. Bill homy blackish with a greyish white band (e. 3 mm. wide) along both, 
edge of culmen. Legs and feet olive-brown, each scale on tarsus and toe finely 
margined with black; sole of feet greenish brown; claws and spurs homy black. 

9 Circumorbital skin paler blue; ridge of culmen more brow’n less black. Otherwise 
as in 

291. Sclater^s or Mishmi Monal Pheasant. Lophopkorus sclateri Jerdon 

Lophopkorus selatm Jerdon, 1870, Ibis; 148 (Mishmi Hills) 

Eakcr^ FBI No. 1929, VoL 5: 337 
Plate 34, tig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Poa padoi (? Muhmi); Pui di (Chulikatta Mishmi); P4di 

'(at Pachakshiri). 

SIZE. As of 290. 

* See Appendix 
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Width of white tips of central tail-feathers (in 2 case) 19*5 and 22*5 mm. In 
Mishmi birds upper tail-covcrts clear and unstreaked white, wheeas birds from 
Yunnan appear to have more black central streaks on the feathers (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, (j’ Itis brown. Bill homy orange-yellow, darker at 
tips. Facial area bright blue. Legs greenish brown. 9 BUI yellowish. Legs and feet 
brown. Spurs often preent (Dclacour). 

Genus Crossoptilon Hodgson 

Crossoptilon Hodgson, 1838 (Oct.), Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 7: 864. Type, by mono- 
typy and tautonymy, Phasiamu crossoptilon Hodgson 

Contains large heavy pheasants about the size of the Monal with the car-coverts 
prolonged and sticking out behind the head like two small horns or cars whence 
their popular name of * Eared Pheasants *. Sides of head naked, covered with bright 
red papillae. Wings rounded and cambered as typical of the Fhasianidae: first 
primary (as.) short; 5th and 6 th equal and longest Tail compressed, of 29-24 very 
broad feathers at base, with the webs very soft, broad and decomposed, the long 
central drooping ones reminiscent of ostrich pluma. Legs pcrwerful, with short 
blunt spurs on tarsi of male. Sexes alike in coloration; male slightly larger. 

As presently known, only one speaes and race enters the fringe of our northern 
limits in NEFA. 

292. Elwes’s Eared Pheasant. Crossoptilon crossoptilon karmani Elwcs 
Crossoptilon karmani Elwa, 1881, Ibis: 399, pi. 13 (Eastern Tibet, about 150 miles 
east of Lhasa) 

Baker^ FBI No. 1930, Vol. 5: 339 
Plate 34, 10 

local name. Cha-nja (Ubet). 

SIZE. Large domestic hen 4 -; about that of Monal Pheasant. I/Cngth 
c. 72 cm. (28 in.). 

field characters. Overall ashy blue-grey with broad laterally com- 
pressed tail, the longer arching disintegrated central feathers reminiscent 
of ostrich plumes. Above, sides of head naked, deep scarlet. Crown from 
forehead to nape velvety black. Elongated car-tufts (coverts) projecting 
beyond, and a band across nape white. Upperparts deep ashy grey, darker 
(blackish) on neck, paler on rump and upper tail-co\’crts. Tail metallic 
blue-black glossed with green, blue, and purple. Below, chin and throat 
white contiguous with the nape-band and forming a ring. Rest of imdcr- 
parts ashy grey, deep and glossy on breast, white down centre of forcncck 
and abdomen. Sexes alike in coloration; male larger. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Very plentiful wherever found. 
Extreme northern fringes of the Siang, Subansiri, and Luhit (?) Frontier 
Divisions of NEFA, normally bct^vccn c. 3000 and 5000 metres altitude; 
rarely as low as 24M m. Affects the edges of grassy hill slopes abutting on 
rhododendron and juniper scrub. 

Extralmital. Contiguous parts of SE, Tibet north of the main Hlmala^'an 
axis from c. long. 91®33' in the Tsangpo valley and c. 92*30' in the Sub- 
ansiri basin casrivard to the Salween ^^Icy (c. 31®N., 95*30'E.) where it 
apparently meets the nominate race (Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 378). 
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CE7<ERAL HABITS. Kccps in fiocks of5 to 10 birds to dtvarf rhododendron 
jungle vhcnce they come out to feed in the grassy clearings in the morning 
and evening. Reluctant to fly. When disturbed invariably scurries uphill 
and into the nearest bushes, and almost impossible to flush ^rithout the aid 
of a dog. It then flies up into a tree if available, otherwise shoots downhill 
• and for comiderable distances. Where unmolested becomes asto nishin gly 
tame, coming to monasteries in the remoter areas to be fed by the lamas, 
and even eating out of their hands. 

FOOD. As of the Monal — seeds, shoots, roots, tuben, fallen berries 
{c-g. of mountain ash) in autumn; also insects and their larvae. 

VOICE and calls. Uttered chiefly in the early mornings. Loud, harsh 
and distinctive, resembling that of a guincafowl but much louder and 
more resonant; clearly audible from over a mile away and a sure indication 
of the presence of the bird in a locality even when not seen. Also has a 
single note like a heron’s squawk (Ludlow). 

BREEDING. Only a single doubtful record Avithin Indian limits of ^gs 
brought to Stuart Baker by local Abors in the Mishmi Hills (26 May). In 
SE. Tibet Ludlow found three nests. One (23 May) placed under a fallen 
fir tree, was composed of bark and rotten pulp of the tree and lined with 
moss. It contained 9 cream coloured, unspotted ^gs avera^g 55*5 x 
42*0 mm. in size. (Eggs * gre^Tsh green * vidf Delacour.) F. M. Bailey found 
broods of newly hatched chicks in SE. Tibet on 18 July, about which time 
also a larger chick was obtained. Male evidently monogynous. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. 

Chick (c. 14 days old). * Crown velvety black; upper plumage dull black 
changing to dark ashy grey on the. rump and upper tail'Coverts; the \rings are 
vcrmiculated with reddish ban, and the coverts have broad reddish shaft-streaks. 
White on the head as in the adult, the ear-tufts showing distinctly. Upper breast 
and flanks black, the feathers centred and edged fulvous. Lower breast and abdomen 
dirty white, vent and imder tafl-coverts dull ashy grey tipped >vith white. Tail- 
feathers blue-black glossed with blue, showing green in some fights (Baker). * Iris 
brown; bill hom coloured, paler below; legs reddish brown * (Baflcy). 

UEASUKEUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

0^9 ad. 292-331 e. 40-44' 87-93 457-559 mm. 

Spur short, c. 15-20 nun. ^ (Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE BARTS. Iiis bfown to onuige-brown. BUI fight reddish homy. 
Naked facial sHn scarlet Legs and feet scarlet 

Genus Lophura Flenung 

Lophxaa Fleming, 1822, Philos. Zool. 2: 230. Type, by monotypy, 
^hanatms xgnxtus [Shaw] 

Gtrmaeus Waglcr, 1832, Isis von Oken, col, 1228. Type, by monotypy, 
Phasionus nycthemerus Linnaeus 

a. Ddacour, J,, 1949, IbU: 18S-220. 

Contains the Kaleej and SUver Pheasants, most closely allied to junglefowl in 
morphology and behariour. Wing rounded: first primary (as.) short; 2nd equal to 
9th or lOth in length; 5th and 6th primaries longest Tail compressed, * roof-shaped 
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of broad arching sickle^shaped fcalhcn in the male. Bill strong; of moderate tat 
Face naked, brightly coloured, the skin co%'ered with tiny papillae. Tani stout 
armed with a long sharp spur on each leg in male, cxccpuonalJy aUo in female! 
Sexes dimorphic: female without dongated sickle-shaped feathers in tail. 

Within our limits only one species, in 5 (or 6) races, occurs in the HimaJa)-!* acd 
Assam hills, ranging eastward through*Bunna and the Indochinese subregion to 
S. China and Hainan Island. 

Lophura leucomelana (Latham) 

Key to the Sahspecies . 

Males 


A Crest white or very pale brown L. i hmiltom H 

B Crest black 

1 Plumage entirely black above and below '. . . .L /. loi 

Plumage not entirely black above and bdow .a 

a Upper plumage wholly black, breast whitish X. /. mtlojuta 98 

Upper plumage black, feathers wifli pale edges and rump barred 

white; breast largely whitish X, /. tauOTmloM 97 

Upper plumage black, rump' boldly barred with white; breast 

black X. 1. IfiiAara 95 

Upper plumage finely marked with black and white; breast 

black X. /. tvilliamsi 101 

Females 

A Underparts paler X. 1. hamltom W 

B Underparts darker I 

1 Central tail-feathers well mottled a 

Central tail-feathers not much mottled b 


a Feathers of upper plumage wth pale contrasting edges 

. . . X. /. Icucmelata 97 

Feathers of upper plumage with pale edges barely showing 


L.I. ralanola 93 

b Central tail-feathers plain hrir brown X. /. nrojjf/rf 101 

Central tail-feathers darker chestnut-brown X. /. lathami 99 

Central tail-feathers paler chestnut-brown X. 1. mlliamst 101 


•293. Whitecrcsted Kaleej Pheasant. Lophura leucomilana hmiltonu 
Q. E. Gray) 

Phasionus Hamiltonit J, E. Gray, 1829, in Griffith’s Anim. Kingd. 8 (Aves, 3): 27' 
(India; the type probably came from Nepal, Jidt N. B. Kinnear, in litL) 
Baker. FBI No. 1918, Vol. 5: 320 
Plait S5, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. JTd/r^, Kuktro, Katesur Kola murghi o', Kettri 9 (Hindi); 
Kolsa (Himachal Pradesh). 

SIZE. Domestic fowl; length e, 65-73 cm. (25-29 in.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An obvious first cousin of domestic and jungle fowl. 
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Male. Above black, glossed -with steel blue, the rump feathers broadly 
edged with white. Tail glossy black and brown, of broad arching sickle- 
shaped feathers. Long white hairy recumbent crest; naked scarlet lacc. 
Below^ chiefly brownish grey; the feathers pointed or lanceolate on breast. 

Female, chiefly reddish brown tvith pale scaly markings (scalloping); 
recumbent crest brown, naked patch round eye scarlet. Tail black, not 
arching or pointed; central feathers rufous-browTi with pale vcrmiculations. 

(For immature, and downy chick, sec Museum Diagnosis.) 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Western Himalayas from 
cast of the Indus river through part of the NW. frontier' districts of W. 
Pakistan, southern Kashmir (outer lower slopes of Pir Panjal), Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal and Kumaon to c, 83®30’E, long, in west- 
central Nepal (near Baglung — Fleming). Affects all kinds of forest (sal, 
oak, spruce, rhododendron, etc.) with heavy scrub undergrowth. Partial 
to the neighbourhood of water and terraced cultivation, between c, 400 m. 
in the foothills and 3600 metres. Descends somewhat lower from the highest 
clc\*ations in 5c\'cre winters. 


Lophura Uucomttana 



a L,l. IncomtUna (2^). 3 X /. mtU^lc (295). 4 ? L. i (298}. 

5 X. /. laiharti (296). 6 X. X uilliamst (297). 
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GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs or small family parlies which co^^oul 
to feed in the open in the early mornings and afternoons, on kutritSTorttl 
tracks and firclincs, and inTreshly sown fields. In foothills countryfrcqucntly 
found in association \vith Red Junglefowl to which its behaviour and general 
ecology arc very similar. Like the junglefowl too it is a strong flier and gucs 
good sport \vith the gun, both species often gettirig up in the same beats* 
Roosts at night in trees, several birds clumped together along a branch. 

FOOD. Grain, seeds, shoots, insects and their larvae, and small replilcj- 
In crops of specimens in Garhwal the follo^ving identified: acorns of arij 
oak (Qiimrur incand) minus outer husk, ripe fruits of Pyna paskia zjidRcti 
mcsohala, green stems of Viscum japonicumj pods of Demodium liltaqo n^, 
bulbils of Dioscorea sp., and ripe seeds oTXyctantkesarhor-tristis; in 
of travellers’ paraos (camp sites) and habitations, human -excreta (A. 
Osmaston). . • u vl.* 

VOICE and calls. The crowing is described as * a loud ivhislhng chu 
or chirrup In breeding season male makes a peculiar drummmg none 
like shaking or flapping a thick piece of cloth In the wind, ‘ producra p3 7 
by rapid vibrations of the wings and partly by the vocal organs * ^ 

Both sexes cluck in soft undertone when scratching among the thickets 
food. When flushed gives vent to a series of gumcapig-fike squeaks an 
chuckles (Whistler). • . , • j a' t 

BREEDiNO. Season, between March and June varying with altitude. An » 
a crude collection of leaves and rubbish in a shallow scrape in the groun 
under shelter of an overhanging tuft of grass or ringal bambo^ 
on a jungly hillside. JSggs 6 to 9, and up to 15, pale cream or huffy white 
warm reddish buff, very similar to eggs of domestic fowl. Average sire 
100 eggs 49*5 x 37*0 mm. (Baker). Incubation entirely by hen; 

24-25 da^’s. Uncertain whe^er in the wild state cock , 

polygynous. Observations in support of both have been recorded. ^ 
display of the characteristic pheasant pattern: the cock struts 
in a half-circle tvilh the wing on near side expanded and drooped, 
opposite one being sKghtly raised at the elbow to slant the back lo^va 
the hen, who usually seems quite uninterested. 

Museum Dugnoso. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). ‘ Head and upper back chestnut with a dark line frtOT 
to nape as in all species of the genus. Upperparts dark brown with two 
whitish buff bands. Underparts whitish. IVing mottled brown and huff. Legs rtodan 
flesh. ' 

’Young (immature). Dark brown, the head more rufous; car-covertj bUctm.** 
Upper plumage freckled wdth black, each feather with a subtcnninal black * 
terminal rufrnis-bufT border. Underparts lighter, the feathers with a terminal wtu 


spot* (Delacour). 

As in all subspecies of leucomelana young 

cocks assume adult plumage in tfcdr 

first ycari 
measurements 

^^'ing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

, T»n 

' 225-250 

(from feathers) 
23-30 

75-80 

230-350 BtA 

9 9 203-215 

20-25 

65-70 

205-215 mm- ■ 



(Ddacour) 
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Weight 2 lb.-2 lb. 6 oz. (910-1080 gm,); 9 9 1 lb. 4 oz. to 2 lb. 4 oz, (564- 
1024 gm.) — Hume. 

<x>LOURS OF BARE BARTS. Iris bro^^^l OF orangc-browii. BUI greenish white, dusky 
at tip. Orbital sldn vcmulion to crimson with slight black feathering. Legs and feet 
livid white to pale olive-brown or slaty brown. 


294. Nepal Kaleej PheasanL Lophura leucomlana laicomelana (Latham) 

Phananus Uvcom/lanos Latham, 1790, Index Om. 2: 633 (India, restricted type 
locality Nepal, apud 'Baker, 1928, op. cit.: 322) 

Phasxamis Pfipalaisis Hodgson, 1827 (Dec.), Quart. Oriental Mag. Rev. and Regist. 

8 , (Sci.): 44 (Nepal) 

Camaais fockelmanm Gbigi, 1913, Riv. ital. Omitol. 2: 192 (no locality) 

Cf. Rand, A. L., & Fleming, R. I.,, 1952, Ficldiana, ZooL, 41: 62 
Baker, FBI No. 1919, Vol. 5: 322 

LOCAL, HAMES. Kolik hSU^ (Parbutda); Rethabo (Nepal). 

SIZE. Domestic fowl; slightly smaller than 293. Length c, 6(1-68 cm. 
(23-26 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male, Like Whitecrested Kaiccj (293) but with 
the crest glossy blue-black. Above, lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts 
glossy blue-black the feathers narrowly (r. broadly) edged svith ^vhite. Wing- 
coverts vnih more white than in 293. Below, chin and foreneck darker and 
more glossy; rest of underparts more whitish. 

Female differs from 9 293 in being redder and more richly coloured, 
the grey feathers of the underparts conspicuously dark centred and produdng 
a scaly or scalloped effect. Naked orbital skin scarlet as in male. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Nepal from about the 
Ghaghra river (c. 81°I5'E.) eastward to about the Arun (c. 87‘‘15'E.), 
but range imperfectly known; from c. 400 metres in the foothills to c. 3660, 
the last being the highest elevation recorded (Khumbu, E. Nepal. May — 
Biswas). Fairly common in the mountains surrounding the duns and Nepal 
valley. Affects forest with heavy scrub undergrowth; partial to the ncigh- 
bournood of water and terraced culdvation. Reportedly occupying a higher 
zone in Nepal than Red Junglefowl. 

[An enigmatical record (specimen December 1924 (JBNHS 30: 917) 
from Mussoorce, U.P. (c. 30“25'N., 78®0*E.) — possibly an escape from some 
Maharaja's local pheasantry ?] 

GENERAL HABITS. As of 293, q.v. ' At cnd of March cocks collect in open 
places and challenge other cocks. They make the most cxtraordinar>' noises, 
and appear to dance round in circles. Usually 3 or 4 cocks dancing and 
fighting, with half a dozen or more hens nearby * (Mrs Proud). More 
detmls lacking. 

BREEDING. Season, c. April through June; information meagre. Eggs, 
Seven vicariously collected from two clutches described by Baker as warm 
buff in colour and varying in size from 46 • 1 x 27 * 7 mm. to 53 • 0 x 39 ■ 0 mm. 
A cock observed in company with two hens and about a dozen tiny chicks 
(Mrs Proud), Suggesting polygyny ? 

Museum Diagnosis. For det^ls of plumage see Baker, loc. dL 
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Chick (in down). ' Head chestnut, paler oh the forehead and behind the eye; 
a dark streak from the eye down the neck; centre of back chocolate-brown with 
broad lateral bands of pale buff; sides dull chestnut; chin and throat yellmvish 
white, remainder of lo^s•cr parts pale ycllo^vish grey * (Baker). 

According to Dclacour immaturcs and downy chicks as in 293, but slightly richer 
in coloxir. 

measurements 

Wing 7 (J'a' 216-236 mm. (aver^ 227*5); 7 9 9 198-211 (aver. 206) mm. Bill 
(from forehead) 9 ^* 35-37 mm.; tarstis c. 75-80; tail e. 250-305 mm. 

Weight ri’d' 1 lb. 12 oz. to 2 lb. 8 oz. (r. 795-1140 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 293. 


295. Bla^backed Kaleej Pheasant . leucomelana melanota 
(Hutton) 

EuplocoTTots melcttotus * Blyth * *= Hutton, 1848, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 17(2) : 694, 

' . in text (Daijcding) 

Baker, FBI No. 1920, Vol. 5: 323 

ix>CAL NAME. Kar rhyak (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Same as 294; length c. 60-68 cm. (23-26 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. M a 1 c. Above, glossy black wth violet, green, and 
purple reflections, the feathers scalloped ^v^th velvety black. White shafts 
of feathers conspicuous only on blue-black mantle, prest and tail somewhat 
shorter than in 294. Below, chin and throat blackish bro\vn paling to\N'ards 
breast. Feathers of breast long and lanceolate, white with brown bases 
producing a broadly streaked effect. Centre of abdomen and vent brown. 
Under tail-coverts and thighs blackish. 

Female similar to Nepal Kaleej (294) but darker richer brown with 
narrow wliitish scalloping. Crest and upper back brighter chestnut than 
nape. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Eastern Nepal from 
about Arun river c. 87®15'E. long. (Mai khola or valley) eastward through 
Darjeeling district and Sikkim to about the Mo Chu or Sankosh (Gadadhar) 
river in W. Bhutan c. 89®45*E. long.; between e, 100 metres in the foothills 
and e, 2700, chiefly c. 600 to 1800 m. Affects densely overgrown steep gullies 
on the hill slopes; partial to thick cover in the proxiinity of running water 
and terraced cultivation. 

GENERAL HABITS. As of 293, q.v., and Red Junglefowl. Pairs or small 
parties come out to scratch for food at the edge of forest clearings, freshly 
sown fields, and jungle tracks, in the mornings and evenings. 

FOOD. As in 293. Among food items specified by Gammie (Sikkim) are 
tops of several nettles and ferns, and finit, especially of Polygonum molle and 
the ydlow raspberry, Ru5ui Jlavus. 

VOICE and calls. When suddenly alarmed and taking wing a sharply y 
repeated koorcki koorchi koorcki. In breeding season, when two rival coda 
advance towards each other a threatening hoor koor followed by ‘ attacking 
note * waak waak. Sometimes answering each other’s calls in the jungles 
(Gammie). One flushed by dog and flying away downhill, as usual, emitted 
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a ‘ whistling psee-psee-psee’psee unlike anything expected from a pheasant * 
(M. D. Lister). 

BREEDING. Stoson, MoTch to May. }fest, a scrape in the ground lined 
>vith dry grass and bamboo leaves, amongst dense undcrgro^vth in gullies, 
etc. Eggs, 6 or 7, buff coloured, glossy broad ovals. Average size of 61 eggs 
48*7 X 37*3 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dL 

MEASUREMENTS 

(Ji 9 Wing 215-240; tail 238-300 mm. (Dclacour), 

A scries collected by Ernst Sch^er in Sikkim gives; Wing 6 233-248 (aver. 

238*7);6 9 9 211-222 (aver. 215*0) mm. — Stresemann. 

Weight 2 lb. 6 oz. to 2 lb. 12 oz. (c. 1089-1150 gm.); 99 1 lb. 14 oz. to 
2 lb. 4 oz. (c. 848-1025 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris hazel to orangc-brovn. Orbital skin scarlet-crimson 
Bill greenish homy, black at base, paler at dp. Legs and feet slaty or grr mi^b brovm. 


296. Blackbreasted Kaleej Pheasant* Lopkura leucomelana lathami 
(J. E. Gray) 

Pkasiemis lathami J. E. Gray, 1829, ex Griffith, Cuvier, Anim, Kingd. 8 (Aves, 3): 26 
(Sylhet) 

Gallcphasis Horsjieldii G. R. Gray, 1845, Gen. Bds. 3; 498, col. pi. 127 (no locality) 
Baker, FBI No. 1921, Vol, 5: 324 

LOCAL NAMES. Mathura (Chittagong, Tippera, Goalpara); Modura (.Sylhet and 
Cachar Plains); Dwift, Dirrik, Dung (Garo IBlls); Deodip (Gachari); Dorik (Dibru- 
garb); Vekup (KuH); Irmdtip (Naga); JVdba (Manipur); Leko (Bhutan). 

SIZE. Same as 294; length c. 69-68 cm, (23-26 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male rcscmblcs Nepal Kaleej (294) but breast 
entirely black glossed -with steel blue and purple, the feathers rounded not 
lanceolate. Upperparts glossy blue-black -with purple sheen, except for 
broad ^vhitc fringes, or crescentic bamng, on lower back and rump as in 
294. Higher on the legs, with the black crest more upright, and tail shorter 
and strmghtcr. 

Female. * Differs firsm melanola (295) in its more upright crest, its 
shorter tail, with central rectriccs very finely and inconspicuously streaked 
•uith black, which appears plain chestnut, its huffy brown throat, the 
narrov.'cr and usually paler borders to the reatbers which arc rather indistinct 
on the mantle, and the longer legs * (Dclacour). 

Young (immature) male like female, as above, but generally darker 
with contrasting white or pale buff edging to the feathers. * Cocks two 
or even three moults before acquiring the full plumage ’ (Baker). 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTXON and HABITAT. RcsidcnL Eastwn Bhutan, Assam 
hills north of Brahmaputra river (NEFA), Garo, Khasi, Cachar, 
and Patkai Hills; hlatupur, Sylhet, Chittagong (E. Pakistan). From c. 100 


to 2600 metres devation. Affects dense undergrowth in forest; partial to 
gullies in the neighbourhood of water and cultivation. 

ExiraJtTTdtal, Eastward to Irrawaddy river, south through NW. Chin 
Hills and northern Arakan to r. Akyab. 

GENERAL HABITS. As of the Other kalccjcs, c.g. 293. Is asiAiftand obstinate 
runner and almost impossible to flush without a dog unless suddenly 
surprised. Thus affords poor sport >vith the gun although perhaps is just as 
difficult to shoot on the ground as it scurries through the undergrowth 
giving only fleeting glimpses of itself bet^veen bushes and the snappiest of 
snapshots. Active during mornings and evenings; rests during midday up 
on low bough of a tree. 

FOOD. Like other kaleejes, omnivorous. Bamboo seeds, f al le n figs of the 
various wild Fid, and white ants arc favourite items. Has been observed 
darting to and fro picking up winged termites emerging from the ground, 
and even fluttering up a few feet in the air after them in ungainly sorties. 
Small snakes and lizards also recorded, as well as h uman excreta near 
habitations — lumber camps etc. 

VOICE and calls. Contact call bet>s’ccn members of a scattered feeding 
party in cover, a low clucking kuTT~kujT-kurTchi-kwr (Baker). Male crows, 
particularly in breeding season, from roosting perch in tree in the cver^g 
soon after ascending, and early morning before deseeding to 
junglefowl, usually silent during the day. Challenges rival cocks fay qiucHy 
and repeatedly beating together the tail above his back, and afro fay brating 
the wings against his ribs. In the former case the sound is very loud and 
sharp, lasting a second or tw’o. When drumming against sides noise much 
lower and softer, and continued for some seconds or even minutes (Gnpps). 
The duration as described seems rather exaggerated, but the dctaib arc 
obriously of the * cloth-flapping ’ drumming as m 293, q.v. 

BREEumc. Stasm, Pebruary to Octobtr, chiefly Aprf-May and July- 
August. .Vest and eggs as in 293, q.v., and the other kaleejes Cock evsdendy 
monogynous and assists in tending the young. But accordmg to anothCT 
reliable observer (F. N. Betts), cock invanably accompamed bytv,o and 
sometimes three hensi (‘Progressive polygyny ?). IncubaUon by female 
alone. Period 20-21 days (Baker); 23-24 days (Delacour). 

Must™ Diagndsu. For details ofplumage sec Baker, loc. an 

Chick (in down). ‘ Head chestnut with Hack coronal sUcak; a dark datnut 
strtak tom the eye, below which the buff is pala; median body-sm^nti cbesmut- 
brown; sides and underparts of body ashy or ashy buff with an DWefined chatnut 
band on the breast ’ (Baka). 

MEASUREMENTS _ 

Wing Bm Tarsus , Tail 

(from skull) 

(jtj 211-253 34.40 75-96 210-295 mm. 

Crete. 76 and up to 90 mm. ; spurs up to r. 25 mm. 

9 9 203-230 33-35 68-76 

■ Weight 2 Ib. 4 or. to 3 lb. 12 oz. (r. 1025-1700 gm.); 9 9 

cotomtsortAatfAnTs. As in othe races. Legs and fet plumbeous or brown. 

someume with plhHsh tinge. Spurs sometime pale jade colour. 
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297. 'WiIKajn*’* Halng Phrasant. js (Oates) 

fc-jwr =i::££rz.'i Oars, 1893, Mas. Gar= Edj, Irda, pt. I; 342 
{Ka!e>^, Chin HSIs, Upper B'^srsa) 

Eater, FBI No. 1922, VoL 5: 326 

Loexz. ?cAi£rs, 2Tf (Bunnese) ; Rai (Araian). 

SIZE- Same as 294; length c. 60-63 cm. (23-26 in,). 

mil) aiAJL\CTEns. Resembles L. /, irilern (296) in shape, q.v. 

Male, -iirre: Crest black; head, neck, back and mantle grey (caused 
by nximcrous tiny bars and vcrmiculadons of white or buff\* schite on a blati 
background). Lerwer back, rump and upper t2iI-<o%xrts black, boldly 
barred sdth white as in Icihcrd, Tail black ssath narrower svhitc barring, 
completely black. 

Female. Very like 9 htherri but paler [in this like 9 Aern/trerf (293)] 
Vkith the central pair of r«:triccs chestnut, the others black or nearly hla<S 
ir regul a r h’ barred s^aih s\4utc. 

Young (immature) and Ch i c k (in den^n). Unknou-n. 

STATUS, n:ET5tiBtrnoN and sasttat. Not ytt recorded in our limits but 
possibly extending into SE. .Manipur and SUzo (Lushas Hflis) from the 
contiguous Chin Hills area. 

Exircli^td, * The Chin Hills, Losver and Upper Chinduin north to 
Nn'a and \Vas>-abm, and Eastern Manipur (?); south to the north-eastern 
pare of the Arakan Vomas * (Dclacour). 

CEKE5LM. BAErrs. In ^e Chin Hills recorded in non-breeding season in 
parties of up to 20 males and females together, affecting opener forest mixed 
s\-ith bamboo in the proximity of water. In this fades its lighter plumage is 
as concealing as the darker coloration of the other kaiccjcs in the sombre 
c^-ergreen cover thc\' frequent. 

FOOD, VOICE and C-vixs. Nothing recorded as dificrcnt from other races. 

ERXEDIKC. Unrecorded within our limits. 

MtTEmf Di^C-vosis- For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

»m.isv7LEsm>-Ts. ^<3^ 223-247; 9 9 206-220 mm. (Ddacour). 

coLovw or E.\Ju: p.Ajrrs. As in 296. 

293 . AFo^tt's Ealeej Fheasant. Lcphirc frrrcmrib:- (Hachisuka) 

Grsti/ss Hachisufca, 1938, Bulk Bril. Om. CL 53: 19 (No locality) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOC.U. NAVES. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. Same as 294; length r, 60-^ cm. (23-26 in,). 

FTEtn CHARACTERS. ‘Male, Eodrcly black with steel blue reflections 
on the breast and upperparts. It has the black back otrrAaiols and the black 
breast of Uihenit but the breast feathers arc lanceolate in shape with faint 
white shaft-streaks; in this character and in its general shape it stands nearer 
to irAsr^la than to Icihsr'S. Soft parts as in 

‘Female. Like TrjJerMa but the throat plain buff and the central 
rcctriccs finely peppered as in hlhcTTri, not s'cmuculatcd * (DeUcour). 

STATUS, ntSTRiauTtOK and HARtTAT. UnknoANti. Named from an aNdan* 
spedmen of unknowm pros*enancc imported into California through a 
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Calcutta bird dealer in 1934. Has bred true in capth-itw Ociv a single 
wild example (o') so far obtamed; Pc Chu \-alIc>*, central Bhutan (c. 
27'30'N., 90'E.}, June 1965 (by K- S, Ranjitsinhji ofis'antancf). 

Mcssxn Diacn*os 3 : See Field Characters. 

MnAsmiEscnrTS. \MEg 242, ta.-n3 72, ta3 c. 2S4 mm. (S\}. 

COLOURS or BARS p.\RTS. Not rcctffded. 

Genus Gallus Brisson ^ 

B-dsion, 1760, Om. I: 26, 166. Tj-pe, by tautommy. ‘GelTaj' 
gillas Lumatus 

CC Dclacour. J., 1943, /Bit: 462-4. 

^taias four spcdcs of the true junglefoivl cx?iiSned to the Indomalaj-an rab- 
rrgioa of which three occur within our limits, the fourth, G, rtsrir, rtstrictrf toJa\a 
and no'ghbourins islands eastward. Males of aU three Indian spcdcs fumahed with 
a Beshy crest or comb, and hm fieshy 2ob« or wattla hanging Lorn each side of the 
tL-oat. \Mngs rounded; first primar>- (as.) shorter than lOth; 5th primar)* longest. 
Ta3 sharply comprcaicd aicmlly. of H fcathen, the central ones greailv lengthened 
and with pliant shafts so that they droop in a graceful sicile-shapcd curve. Feathers 
of neck (hackles) and of riL-np long and lanceolate. Legs long and powerful: ta-mn 
longer than middle toe srilh daw and armed (in o'-) with a long and sharp spur. 
Key to the Species 
Males 


A Ncck-hacklcs blackish with golden bars or spots G.jrtemmt 106 

B Neck-hackles red or golden-red with no spots I 

I Breast black 102 

Breast reddish orange G. 109 

Females 

A Breast white, each feather edged with brown G. srwrcfii 105 

B Breast rufous-brown widi pale shaft-lines G.ieVss 1D2 

C Breast mottled brown and black and white........ G.hfyetHi 109 


Gallcs CALLfs (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Sobspedea 

Neck-hi ek les much pointed and more golden ^*ello^»* on the tcrtamal 

third ............................ C. g. wgh i 

Neck-baddes less pointed and deeper golden red on the ternunol 
third C% g. sfcBazs 

299. In di an Red JonglefowL CnJl»r gcllnr tnrrgki Robinson &. Kloss 

Gci/aiyhraguvm Rohiosoa Sc. Kloss, 1920, Rcc. lod. Mus- 19: 14, *5 
(Chirala, Gaja District, Bihar) 

GcKsj gelhs gallir^ Koelx, 1954, ContriK Inst. Regional Exploration, 

No. t ; 29 (Kotia, Kangra) ^ 

Baker. FBI No. 1903. VoL 5: 293 
BUte S5. ftg. 6. 

VOCAi. SAOscs. jSnili r£Tg\z, Bet r^rgha^ Let trSrghs Jar.gU Bit trSfg^S 
9 (Hindi, N. Indio, Bengal); IM resn Hrids (Marathi); Bdt kC\Sr (Assam); 
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Tirra aiftf Bpd; (Telugu); JTdfhr (Tamil, MalaraUm); A'c/ra /is, -Vcgsrirs, 
X£g tstjd (Bhutsa); Pez:k cH, TtytEtg (Lepcha); RocHn' (Bhutan); Gtrs gzgib- <?, 
Ki^Z 9 (Condi); Gsrtgs (Orisja); (Cachar); JcA (Kuki) ; /end (Jiacha Naga), 

SIZE, Domadc \ilbgc fowl; length o’ e, 66 cm. (26 in.); 9 c, 43 cm. 
(17 in.). 

rmu) CHARACTERS. Both sexes closely resemble the Game Bantam 
domestic br ee d. 

Male. Aheze^ chiefly glossy deep orange-red with long yellowish ncck- 
JiackJes and similarly elongated lanceolate feathers on rump. Broad, Jatcraily 
compressed metallic black tail with long arching sickle-shaped central 
feathers. Betcu- chiefly blackish brown. 

Female. Ahevf, crown dull rufous. Forehead and superdlia bright 
chesmut continued below to meet in a loop onforcneck. Rest of upperparts 
radish brown, finely vcrmiculatcd \sith buff and black. Brlao-, pale-shafted 
light rufous-brown. 

"k oung (irnmaturc) male. Ncck-hackics less developed, paler, and more 
conspicuously black-centred. 

For chick in down see Museum Diagnods. 

STATUS, Diii RiBiTno.v and H.\BrTAT. Resident, Outer Hiraalaj-as, chicBy 
foothUIs and tcrai but locally up to c. 2000 ra. de\-aiion, from northeastern 
IV^ist Pakistan through Kashmir C3sn%-ard to Assam excluding easternmost 
NEFA (Mishmi Hills, see G.g.s/c&zc). Southward through ecologically 
suitable parts of Uttar Pradesh, Madhv-a Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, West 
Bengal, Assam and E, PaUstan. Exact boundaries imperfectly known, but 
on the eastern side stretches south at least to the latitude of Rajahmundrj- 
(e. I7*N) on both banks of Godavari river (NE, Andhra). In the Mahadeo 
Hills and Mandla distrirt of Madh>-a Pradesh both this and G. rcTierre/ff occur 
together around the foot of Pachmarhi (c.22=30'N.. 78'25'E.) and about half 
way up the ghat. AbosT this, and on the Pachmarhi plateau and surround- 
ing hills, the Grey Junglefowl completely replaces the Red. Hybrids with 
G. smrcBi ha\x been coUertcd at Bhcraghai in Madb>-a Pradesh. On the 
western ride Jerdon,//? Blanford, recorded it in the Rajpipla Hills (western 
cxtrcrrut>* of the Satpura Range in Gujarat) about a hundred jrars ago. 
More recently (1929) ohscr.-ed hy a reliable naturalist (C. McCann) in the 
outliers of the W. Ghats near Bombay. Also reported from Khandala, 
\N. Ghats (r. 18 45'N., 7j*25 E.) and we ha\'c seen a cockerel artificially 
hatched from wild eggs aHegedly collected in that area. Both the abos-c 
localiues are well wfihin the range of G. smTclH, and the Red Junglefowl 
must at best be extremely rare here. Crosses between the two species 
frequently occur in their narrow zone of contact. As first pointed out by 
Forsyth and repeatedly remarked since, its distribution in India by and 
large ccmcidcs in a sinking way wfth that of the Sal tree (Sherea rrfurfa) 
and the Swamp Deer (Crar dircurfrii), although largely due to human 
int^crcncc the latter has now disappeared from many of its forincr 
habitats. This parallel contcrminoicncss of ranges is graphically seen, e.g. 
in -Madh^-a Pradesh where Teak (Trri^^ grerjis) of the dr>* dedduous 
forma is replaced Sal in the mcbt-dcciduous and semi-o-ergreen eastern 
parts as the predominant tree rpeczes. The former biotope b occupied by 
the Grc>% the latter by the Red JunglcfowL Affects mmst-dedduous forest 
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Goths 



im Range within Indian limits * nvrghi (590). 

a G.g. j/edrV«fj (300). 3 G.ras.“rr*d: {301). 4 G. (302). 

ExiraUmiial races E. and S. of 2. 

and bamboo and scrub jungle interspersed >vith patches of cidu>”ation and 
clearings, cspcdally in hummock^’ fooiluUs countrj', 

OENERAi. HABITS. Kccp$ in Small parties usually a cock and 4 or 5 hens. 
Comes out in the open in the early mornings and late afternoons, to glean 
and scratch about /or food, retiring into thesurroundingundergrowthduring 
the heat of the day. Very shy and wild, skulking away through the thickets 
on the least alarm. Commonly seen on cart-tracks or firdincs running 
through forest, picking at cattle droppings or gleaning any grain that may 
have fallen from passing carts. WTicn suddenly «>me upon the bird rises 
with a good deal of fluster and cackling, as characteristic of its domestic 
cousin, often Rsong up into the branches of a tree, sitting motionless and 
concealed among the foliage, and slipping away noiselessly when it feels 
the coast dear. The)* arc fast fliers and afford go^ sport with the gun over 
dogs or when driven out by beaters, giving a wide variety of snap shots as 
they cross a firdinc high above the forest canopy or hurtle through the 
tangle of shrubs and tree-trunks lower down. \Vhen flushed in a beat in tall 
forest and feeling cornered the bird * chlmnc>Tt * almost vertically in a series 
of remarkable zigzags, turning this way and that as it rises to escape through 
a gap in the leaf esnopy high overhead. 

FOOD. Grain of all kinds, shoots of grass and crops, tubers, fruits and 
berries (e.g. Firur and J^zrphis), insects (especially grasshoppers and ter- 
mites),' grubs and maggots; cxxarionally lizards, and doubtless also small 
siuikcs, and human excreta near lumber camps, etc. Bamboo seeds highly 
prized, and Luge numbers of fowl will collccf to feed where there is a Bash. 
Has been observed to raise larger and earlier broods in )Tart of abundant 
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bamboo flmvcring. A quantity of grit is alwa^’s swallms’cd Vritb the food. 
In the Ruby Mines District rubies and elsc^vhcrc in Burma sapphires have 
been found in gizzards. 

VOICE and calls. Crow of cock very rimilar to that of domestic Bantam, 
but somewhat shriller and with a more abrupt ending. Uttered prindpally 
at dawn and before sunrise, and also again before sunset while the birds 
are preparing* to roost up in some tree or bamboo clump. It is \isually 
prefaced by a noisy rapping of the wings against the sides and promptly 
answered by otho* cocks in the vicinity. Hens have the same range of 
alarm and conversational cackling and ducking notes as domestic fowb, 
but unlike the latter do not loudly advertise the laying of an egg. 

The Mogul emperor Jehangir, after describing the Red JunglefowH 
with his characteristic mcticulousness, mentions a peculiarity overlooked 
by later writers. He says: * One of the peculiarities of these birds is that if 
thc>' are caught by the feet and turned upside down ^vherever they are taken 
they make no sound and remain silent contrary to the domestic fowl which 
makes an outcry.* 

BREEDING. ^uTtship display characteristic of the family Phadnntdae, 
as commonly seen in the domestic fowl: the cock fiufis out his feathers, 
expanding and stiffly drooping the wing on the side of the hen till it almost 
scrapes the ground, raising the dosed wing on the opposite side at the 
shoulder so as to slant the back towards her and running round her in a 
semidrde with partly lowered head, then pivotting round to repeat the 
manoeuvre in the re\’crse direction. Season, mainly hfarch to May; but 
odd dutches may be fotmd from January to OctobCT. A'Juf, a scrape in the 
ground lined witii dry grass and bamboo leaves amongst dense undergro^s'th 
in forest. EggSj 5 or 6, very like those of the domestic fowl, ^•arj’ing in colora- 
tion fropi pale buff to pale reddish browTi. Average size of 150 eggs 45*3 X 
34*4 mm. (Baker). Cock apparently monogynous, but to some extent 
c\'idently also practising ‘progressive polj-gamy* — not of the ‘harem* 
t^’pe. Assists in tending the chicks (of the latest hen?). Incubation by hen 
alone; period 20-21 days.* 

Muszxm Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc, dt. 

Chick (in down). ‘ From base of bill through c>*cs and sides of nctk, a 

black line; over thw a broad line of pale bufflsh browm; from base of comb down 
crown, neck, and domun to tail a broad black line outlined on dorsum b>* a creamy 
streak on each side; wings chestnut; breast and thighs pale huffish brown; r^t of 
underparts creamy white* (Ucchurst, 1926. Described 6roin a dm%'ny chi^ of 
GaUtu g. gaUus)', 

ItZAStJREMENTS 

^VTng Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d’(? 203-244 lS-22 e. 70-80 300-380 mm. 

9 9 177-196 — — 145-165 mm. 

Spur (J* c. 25 mm., occasionally up to 50 Small spurs sometimes present also 
in 9« 

* Tu:uk~<'Jthar^in or Memoirs of Jehangir vrrittca by himself between e. ax. 1605 and 
1627 and translatrf from the Persian, in two volumes by A. RogeraandJH.Bcvmdge, 2^226. 

* For further detaiU of ecology and breeding biology see Co ll i a s, Nichol^ E. &; Ehje G- 
CoHias, 1967, ‘ A 6dd study of the Red Junglefowl m north<entral India. ' Tht Coniit 
69(4)s36(W6. 
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Chanda dist.) ; RckM ran kSmbdS (Marathi) ; Jdngti tTorgho (Gujarati) ; Roan 

(Deccan) ; Kettu hzhi (Tanul) ; Telia cddvi kcdi (Tclugu) ; KSli, Kcd koli (Kann^a), 
jury.. Doraesticfowl;lcngth(J'c.60-80cm. (24—32111.), 9 ^*46011.(18111.), 
FIELD CHARACTERS. General effect as of domestic fowl, but co^ \vith 
distinctly longer tail. 

Male (breeding). AboUj whitc-streaked dark grey srith glossy purple- 
black wing quills and long arching, sicklc^haped taiL Ncck- ha c ki c (foriuing 
a cape), upper back, and mantle, tipped or spangled with peculiar shiny 
orange or golden ycUow' scaling-w’ax like spots and stre ak s. No elongated 
lanceolate plumes on rump as in Red. Belaiv blackish grey, broadly white- 
streaked on breast; uniform brownish grey on abdomen; tinged tvith itisty 
red on flanks. 

In non-breeding plumage, neck-hackles and tickle-shaped rcctriccs re- 
placed by shorter dull blac^h feathers. Comb becomes much reduced. 

Female. Abor^, crown and neck speckled browm, the feathers strewed 
and scalloped paler. Rest of upperparts finely mottled blackish brown and 
buff, and narrowly streaked with white. Below, chin and throat w'hititiL 
Rest of underparts white, boldly scalloped with black on upper breast 
Normally without, rarely with rudimentary, exceptionally with \vcli- 
dcvcloped spurs — once ovct 2*5 cm. 

Young (immature) male like adult female but more rufous, more boldly 
blotched and barred; soon showing grey feathers. Tail black. 

For downy chick sec Musctim Diagnotis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Spedes peculiar to penin- 
sular India almost to the extreme south; not extending to Ceylon. South 
of a line roughly &t>m Mt Abu (r. 24*307^., 73®E.) in the west to Pach- 
marhi (c. 22'’30'N., 78®25'E.) in Madh}-a I^adcsh; thence to Pola^-aram 
(r. 17*157?., 81*45'E.) in Andhra near the mouth of the Goda\*ari river 
with local eastward extensions firom it: thus southern Rajasthan, Madh^-a 
Pradesh, Andhra, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madras, Mporc, and Kerala. 
Frequently hybridizes with Red Junglefowl in their zones of contact. 
Affects all types of forest from sccondar)* dry*deciduous to moist-evergreen. 
Chiefly broken foothills coimtiy’, commonly up to c. 1500 metres in the 
Satpura and Eastern and ’Western Ghats complex, and to the highat 
sholas, c. 240Qjm, in the Nilgiris (Dodabetta) and Kerala ranges (Anainiudi 
peak). Partial to mixed bambro jungle, and the neighbourhood of forest 
'.illagcs and culd^’ation; in the south particulariy to abandoned taingja 
clearings and neglected tea, coffee, and rubber plantations overgrown 
with Ian tana tangles, 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of the Red Junglefowi (299), q.v. 
Keeps singly or in pmrs or small parties of 5 or 6, the sexes either mixed or 
segregated. Large numbers collect in areas of periodical food abund^ce 
such as w-here bamboos or kari {Strobticr.thes = Kerria) are seeding. Us uall y* 

. vcT)* shy and timid, ^^*hcn emerging into the open to feed in the moiwlng 
\ and late afternoon seldom straj-s far from co%’cr, scuttling headlong into it 
\with outstretched neck and drooping tail on the least suspicion, "Where 
Ymmolested, however, becomes quite inured to human proximity', feeding 
Vround forest ^illages and in fields c%*cn while being ploughed. Such 
wnditions unfortunately are fast disappearing. Roosts xxp in trccj or 
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Weight c. 2 to 3 lb. (910-1360 gm,) — Baker; ^d' 1 lb. 12 oz. to 2 Ib. 4 oz. (e.. 
800-1020 gm.); 9 9 1 lb. 2 oz. to 1 lb. 10 oz, (t, 485-740 gm.) — Hume, 

COLOURS 07 BARE PAR7Z. d* Iris rcddish brown or orange-red. Comb and vrattles 
scarlet-crimson; lappets white or pnldsh. Bill reddish at base; upper mandible 
brown, low’cr pale horn, legs, feet and spurs slaty brown. 9 I™ brown. Comb 
scarlet-crimson. Bill ydlowisb or pale fletiiy at base; upper mandible brown, lower 
pale horn. Legs, feet and daws slaty brown. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Rcnsch (1932) and othen have deduced that Ind* i was 
the original centre of domestication, tiicrcfore the Indian spedes GcUus 
galliis and not G^Uus rariar of Java must be considered the true ancestor of 
the domestic fowL Date of domestication uncertain, but evidently the 
junglefo\vl already figured as a domestic Inrd in tiie Harappa and Mohen- 
jodaro dvOizations c. 2500 B.a, and in £g(ypt and China as early as 1500- 
1400 B.a 


3(X}. BnTxnese Red JonglefowL GcJBis gaUus spaSavs (Bonnaterre) 
Perdix jpe dia a Bonnaterre, 1791, Table Encyd. Mith. 1; 2(^ (Malacca) 
Baker, FBI No. 1904, VoL 5: 298 ( = GJ berJnte Tohmora) 

LOCAL KAMS. ' Tow fytt (Burmesc). 

SIZE and FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 299, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis, 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTiON and HABITAT. Eastcm Mishmi HiHs, NEFA. 
Affects undcrgrotvth in moist-dedduous and semi-ev er gr e e n jimgl^ inter- 
spersetf witA patches of cu/cA'affon and clearings. 

Exiralimitnl. SW. Yunnan, Burma, Siam (except the eastern parts), 
N. Laos, Mala^’a, N. Sumatra (Ddacour). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the Indian race (299). 

^BREEDING. Nothing spedfrcally recorded as different from 299. Season 
in the Mishmi Hills unrecorded; in Burma prindpal months for eggs March 
to hlay. 

Mcszmi Diagnosis. Male differs from C. g. rroirghi in having the upper plum- 
age a deeper red with the neck-hackles less attenuated, less orange or ydlow at the 
. tips, and with the dark central reduced. Ear lappets smaller, usually red or 

deep fleshy pink, not W'hite or pinkish as in 299. 

1CEASUREMEN7S and COLOURS 07 BARE PARTS (excepting lappcts) as in the Indian 
G. g. tnurghu 

301. Grey Jtinglefitml. GflZ/uf jwmrrcfii Tcmminck 
GelUis SonrxTctii Temminck, 1813, Pig. ct Gallr 2: 246 
(India *= Eastern Ghats near Madras, restricted by Whistler & Kinnear, 1936, 
Jour. Bom. nat. Hist. Soc. 682) 

Phastanis irJiais Leach, 1815, ZooL Miscellany, 2, pL 61: 6 
(India, restricted to Madras) 

GcUus sorj:naHi tcaig^lt Koriz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No, 1 : 29 
, [Oria (hit Abu), Sirohi] 

Baker, FBI No. 1905, VoL 5: 298 
Piste 35, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAS 03 . JongU TJwrgka o'* oisrgB 9 (Hindi); J^rnri (Mt Abu)j 

Cetra kur (Maria Gond); Kekt kSzhi (Malavabm, . Tamil) ; Paria kStm (Gondi, 
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bamboo dump?, several birds perched together along a branch or arching 
culm. 

FOOD. Grain, shoots of grass and crops, tubers, berries (e.g. J^zjfphvs, 
LanUma, Streblus asper) gleaned on the ground or plucked Sum low bt^es, 
windfallen wild figs (Ftcaj bengalmsis, F, glomeraUi, and other spedes) from 
underneath the tr e e s , insects, cspedally grasshoppers and termites, and 
small reptiles (lizards, and doubtless snakes). Also fly maggots and hiunan 
excreta (probably ingested with them) near human habitations. Bamboo 
and StrobUtmihis seeds when cyclically av’ailable attract very laige numbers 
of junglcfow’l to the seeding areas. 

VOICE and calls. Crow of cock a curious halting, gra tin g and rather 
unmusical kuk-kd-kuna-k^ or kuck’^kdjd-kdjd-kuck. It ends in a low j^uktoz- 
kyUkun repeated slo%vly and softly and audible only at dose range. Cocks 
(in breeding season only?) often indulge in a bout of all-round crowing 
before dawn, when still quite dark, which is joined in by others from far 
and near. After this there is a lull for a couple of hours till light enough for 
them to descend from the roosting perch, preceded by another round of 
crowing. In daytime the call is normally uttered from an ant-hill or fallen 
log, and usually prefaced by a loud rapping of the wings against the sides. 
A loud, bellicose, challenging k/frk . . . hluck-khuk repeated monotonously 
every fc>v seconds from a more or less fixed position, maybe for over a 
quarter of an hour at a stretch, is sometimes emitted by a cock. Exact 
significance of these calls not imdcrstood. There is a sensible difference in 
timbre between the crow* of Kerala birds and those fix)m the Mt Abu area 
w’hich, moreover, arc somewhat paler in coloration. 

BREEDING. Seoson, chicfly Fcbniaiy' to May, somewhat earlier in the 
south, but locally more or les throughout the year. J{est and eggs similar 
torthose of the Red Junglefowi, the latter sometimes with a few dark fiecklcs 
of brown or reddish brown. Normal clutch 3 to 5 or 6, though 6 to 10 have 
been recorded. Average size of 60 eggs 46*3 X 36*5 mm. (Baker). 

Cock apperenUy monogynous, but evidently practising progres si ve poly- 
g>*ny, pairing with individual hens as they become pbjrioIogicaHy mature. 
Incubation bj* ben alone ; period 20-21 days. 

^lusruu Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). * Similar to that of the Red Junglefowl but the lateral bands 
almost W'hite and the sides and lower parts dull grey * (Baker). 

Female (immature) in first feather plumage * dosely resembles adult 9> 
the shaft strcaldags of the upper plumage and the lanceolate markings of the lower 
are as a whole much less distinctly defined. The black stippling on the wings and tail 
also tends to coalesce into barring on the edges of the tertiaries and tail-feathers * 
(Whistler). 


KEAJURZatENTS 



Wmg 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tan 


220-255 

32-36 

70-80 

314-390 mm. 

9 9 

190-215 

30-33 

60-67 

300-170 mm. 


(Ddacour tc SA) 

Weight o'c? lib. 12 oz. to 2 Ib. 8 oz. (790-1136 gm.); 9 lIb.9or.toIIb. I2cz. 
(705-790 gm.) — Home Baker. 
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coiAims or bare part?, d* I™ duslcy duomc-yellcnv or orangc-brovra. Bill 
yellowbh flab colour, dark homy brown on culmen. Comb and wattla bright 
crimson. Legs and feet yellow, or pale yellow and magenta; claws homy brown, 
spun darker. 9 Iris, bill and legs as in o'- Rudimentary comb and bare iadal skin 
brick>red or dull crimson. 

MBCEUANEous. The spangled neck^hacklcs of the cock arc much prized 
in the U.S.A, for making artifidal flics for trout Ashing. The lucrative 
demand resulted in large-scale smuggling abroad of these feathers by un- 
scrupulous businessmen, and a serious depletion of Grey Junglcfowl popula- 
tions, particularly in some of the south Indian districts. Tightening up of 
Customs vigUance has helped to mitigate the vandalism, but only parti^y. 
Fortunately for its preservation, however, the species breeds freely in capti- 
vity, and it is to be hoped that before long this industry will be sufficiently 
devdoped in America to meet their local demand for hackles and rdieve 
pressure on our indigenous wild stocks. 

Among the many methods practis«i in the diiTcrent parts of the country 
for capturing Grey Junglccocks, an unconvincing but nevertheless highly 
successful one is for a number of persons to throw a vdde ring round a cock 
in fairly open scrub country and chase him to attrition from bush to bush. 
In his panic the bird evidently prefers to trust to his legs rather than fly, 
and is soon tired out and secured. 


302. Ceylon Red Junglcfowl. lafaytUii Lesson 

Gedlus Loson, 1831, Traiti d’Om., Uvt. 7: 491 (Ceylon) 

Callus lefqyeltii xanthtmaeuiatus Deraniyagala, 1955, Admin. Kept, of the Dir. Nat. 

Museums, Ceylon, for 1954, Ft. IV, Educ., Sa. & Art (E): E5 
(Mankulam, N.P., Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1906, Vol. 5: 300 
Plate 35, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. WtU l^ukkulS {Ji, IVelt kikkili 9 (Sinhalaj; Kdth/koli (Tamil). 

SIZE. Domestic fowl; length c. 66-72 (26-28 in.) including long tail; 
9 c. 36 cm. (14 in^). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male differs from Indian Red Junglecock chiefly 
in having the breast reddish orange instead of black. Fcathcn at base of 
naked throat rich violet-purple. Comb larger, crimson-red broadly centred 
by a yellow patch; shap^ like an inverted pear in profile and only slightly 
crenated. Secondaries of wing purple-black instead of chestnut. 

Female. Above chiefly rufous-brown and rufous-buff, finely vermicu- 
lated with black. Wings (primaries and secondaries) pale brown mottled 
with black and buff to produce several broad and dbtinctive black and buff 
bands. Below, upper breast, sides of lower breast, and flanks, vcrmiculated 
black and rufous-brown and streaked with rufous-buff. Rest of underparts 
largely black-streaked white. 

Young (immature) cock resembles adult 9 but has the black-centred 
yellow neck-feathers and upperparts mixed with red. Below: breast rufous- 
red, belly dull black (Delacour), 
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STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Endcmic and peculiar to Ceylon. 
Locally plcntifiil in the jungles throughout the Island. Resident in all zone*, 
firom sea level to the highest mountains. 

GENERAL HABITS. As of thc Indian species (299), q.v. Very shy and wary 
in the neighbourhood of villages and roads, but tame and imafraid in 
remoter areas where unmolested. 

FOOD. As in the Indian spedcs, grain, weed-seeds, berries, insects 
(especially grasshoppers and termites), and small animals such as lizards. 
Bamboo and Slrobilanlhes seeds when available arc particularly favoured. 

VOICE and cAixs. The cock’s crow * is a staccato, musical, ringing chick, 
chauxhoyik — • the terminal ik being higher in scale than the rest It is uttered 
with thc head somewhat depressed and the beak jerked sharply up at each 
syllable* (Henry). This has also been aptly rendered as ‘ isek . . . George 
Joyce *. When challenging a rival thc crowing is generally prefaced by a 
* vigorous clapping of thc wings together above the back (rir), from 3 to 4 
claps * (Henry). This sound, easily imitated by slapping the trousered 
thighs, frequently lures a code to the ambushed hunter and to his doom. 
Hen’s cackle a high-pitched metallic kxoxkhiky kwikkukkuk , , . Baido 
these both sexes have a hard cackling clock, clock and a lower chock, chock 
(Delacour). 

BREEDING. Commonly up to c. 1600 metres elevation. Season practically 
throughout thc year, but chiefly December through April, and then again 
August-September. Xest, a bed of dry leaves in a scrape in thc ground 
between the buttressed roots of a large forest tree, but more commonly up 
to 3 or 4 metres above in the fork of a tree-trunk, or on top of a broken stump, 
in cardamom jungle or other dense undergrowth. Eggs, normally 3 to 5 
(up to 9 recorded), pale cream, peppered all over with minute light brown 
or purplish brown specks. More commonly thus stippled than in the Indian 
species. Average size of 48 eggs 46*3 X 34*5 mm. (Baker). 

Crosses freely in captivity with both Gallus gallus and G. sonneratii, pro- 
ducing fertile hybrids. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). Similar to G. gallus (299) but the markings darker; bands 
on sida of head and neck blaclosh (Delacour). 


MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BiU 

Tanus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



8 ad. 228-239 

34-39 

69-82 

290-338 ram. 

3 $ 9 ad. 187-195 

38-32 

57-63 

108-118 ram. 



(WhisUcr) 

Delacour givea the range as 

Wing 

TaU 


iJ’cJ' 

216-240 

' 230-400 mm. 


99 

178-iBO 

f. 110 mm. ' 


Weight (?(? 1 Ib.T2 oz. to 2 lb. 8 oz. (c. 790-1140 gm.) — 

Baker; 9 9 1 Ih. ! 


to 1 lb. 6 oz. (r. 510-625 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS op BARE PARTS. £? Irfs light goldcn yellow. Face, throat, and vrattlei 
livid or purplish red; comb bright ted with large interior yellow patch. BUI brovmiih 
red, paler on lower mandible and tip. Legs and feet wax-yellow to pale ycMowuh 
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brown. 9 Iris olive-yellow. BUI dark brown above, ycUowiah below. Legs and feet 
brownish ycUow. 

Genus Pucrasia G. R. Gray 

Pucrana G. R, Gray, 1841, last Gen.'Birds, cd, 2t 79, New name for Eulophus Lesson 
1836 (not of E. L. Geoffrey 1762). Type, by raonotypy, ^aljra macrolopha Leaon, 
Head and face in both sexa fully feathered and with a weil-dcveloped occipital 
crat- In male two long tufts of metaUie black pluma on cither side of crat springing 
from above car-coverts, erected in display. Wing less rounded than in most pheasant*: 
lit primary (as.) considerably shorter than 2nd; 2nd primary equal in length to 
8th; 4th primary slightly thc longat. Body feathers mostly lanceolate in both sexa. 
Upper tail-coverts almost as long as taU. Tarsus a little longer than middle toe and 
claw; armed with a spur in male. Sexa dimorphic in coloration. 

Only one Himalayan specia within our limits. 

Pucrasia macrolopha (Lesson) 

Key to the Snhspedefl 

Mala 

A Sida and flanks prindpaUy grey. .. . 

1 No red nuchal collar 

A red nuchal collar 

B Sida and flanks principally black. . . 

G Sida and flanks principally chatnut 

Fcmala 

A Outer pain of liil-rcatherj with black markingj more or les foilowing 

contour of feathen mmchpha IIS 

B All except outermost pair with black markings forming bars 

hiddulphi U3 

C AH except outermost pah chiefljr chestnut on the outer web, and 

blackish, white-tipped on the inner i>. rapalmtis 115 

D Tan chiefly blackish brown (not rufous-chestnut) ; central feathers 

greyish brovm ctuumta III 


303. CSsestnutmantled Kohlas Pheasant. Ptarasia maaolopka ecxstaua 
Gould 

ftenma tartara Could, 1855 (1054), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 99 (Kafiristan) • 
Baker, FBI No. 1914, Vol. 5: 313 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

nzE. Domestic fowl; length (P c. 58-64 cm. (22-25 in.): o c 52-56 cm 
{20-23 in.), 

TOLD aiARACTERs. As for thc common Koklas (305), q.v., but neck 
all round, upper back, breast, and flanks chestnut, and middle of abdomen 
brownish black in male. Tall largely sooty black with practically no chat- 
nut. For female sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DjsTRiBunoN and HABITAT. IxAvcT Chitral wat of Kunar river 
in NVV. Paltistan, thc localitia particularized being the Pattison and Asreth 
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■ valleys, and thc valley behind QUa Drosh (H. T. Fulton, JBNHS 16: 61). 
Possibly also across ffic river in thc southwatem portion of Hindu Riu 
range. Affects sida of wooded nullahs in oak (j2.urrcuj) and deodar {Cedm) 
forat, from c. 1000 to 2300 m. altitude in winter, and up to e. 3400 m. 
in summer, 

ExtralimitaU Adjacent mountain ranga of Kafiristan and Nunst&n 
(Afghanistan). 



GENERAL HABrrs, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Littlc recorded; 
as of 305. ' Thc call, usually uttered in thc mornings, is a ^ 

very much racmbling thc call of the junglcfowl but witli a hint of the n 
Partridge’ Q. A. S. Roper, JBNHS 34: 1062). Another 
(Fulton) also remarks on the similarity of its call kSk-hdk-kdk . . . bekr 
the crow of thc Red Junglecock when heard in thc distance. Particu s. 7 
noisy during March and April. , 

BREEDiNo. Poorly known. * Eggs arc laid during May. Thc nesung 
is usually placed on a ledge on some difficult piece of cliff towards the (7 
of a nala * (Roper). i 


1 

■ P, m. mocrofo/^lia 113 

, .P. m. bidduiphi 113 

..P.m, nipaUnsis 1 15 

, . .P, m. casUaita 111 
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McTEUM Diagnosis. For details of adult male plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

Female. * Resembles macrotophaf but paler aad greyer; g enera l colour of the 
tail blackish brown not rufous-chestnut as in macn!opha\ central tail-feathcn grc^dsh 
brown * (Ddacour). 

UEASXTREllENTS. 

o' \Ving e, 240; bill (from feathers) c. 25; tarsus c. 43; tml e. 178. Crest up to 
104 mm.; spur c, 10 mm. (Baker). 

Two birds obtained by Paludan in Afghanistan (Nuristan) measure ^ ^Ving 
2-^2, tdl 232 mm. ; 9 228 mm. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Not recorded. 


304. Kashmir Koklas Pheasant. Pucrasia nuicrolopha Inddulphi Marshall 

PucTOtia biddulpki Marshall, 1879, Ibis: 461 (Kashmir) 

Pucresia macnbpha helheUu R. L. Fleming, 1947, Fieldiana, Zool., 31: 93 (Manali) 
Baker, FBI No. 1912, VoL 5: 312 

LOCAL NAMES. PlSs (Kashmir); Kvkrola (Chamba). 

SEE. Domestic fowl; length (f c. 61 cm. (24 in.) ; 9 c. 53 cm. (21 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of the common Koklas (305), q.v. Sec Key to 
the Subspedes, and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoK and HABrTAT, Resident. Northern Kashmir south- 
east to Chamba (Himachal Pradesh) and Kulu (Pimjab) north to the 
Rohtang Pass, from c. 2000 to 3400 metres altitude. Intergradcs with castama 
in the west and macrohpka in the cast. Affects wooded slopes and nullahs in 
oak and conifer forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Asof305. 

BREEDINO. Seasorty May-June. Nest and eggs as in nominate metcrolopka. 
Average size of 28 eggs 50*9 X 37*8 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Male. IHficrs from mamlopha (305) in bdng slightly 
darker above, with the chestnut of the forcneck extending to hindheck. Below, chest- 
nut \inderparts darker and more mixed with black; black edging to feathixs of upper 
breast imially narrower. 

Female has the black markings on outer tail-feathers in bars, not longitudinal 
streaks as in 305. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 305. Baker ^'es for 
wing 233-249 mm, 

305, Koldas Pheasant. Pucrasia mccrolopha meurolophti (Lesson) 

. Safyra masnlepka Lesson, 1829, Diet. Sd. NaL, ed. Levrault, 59: 196 
(Bengal, error a Almora Hills, Kumaon) 

Baker, FBI No.l9U, Vol. 5: 310 
Plate 35, hg. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. KokUs, KoklS (Simla to /Jmora) ; PokrSs (Kumaon and Garhwal) ; 
Khcckhiar (Kangra). 

SIZE. Domestic fowl; length cJ> c. 61, cm. (24 in.), 9 e, 52 cm. (21 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A mcdium-tailcd Himala yan pheasant. 
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Male. Above, silver-grey streaked with black. Head fully feathered, 
metallic green. A brown recumbent ocdpital crest with long, metallic green 
hom-like tufts of plumes projecting behind on cither ddc of it. A prominent 
white patch on cither side of upper neck. Tail chestnut-brown, of medium 
length, pointed and wedge-shaped but not downcurving as in kaleej or 
junglecock. Below, largely deep bright chestnut. 

Female. Above, mottled black-and-bro^vn, finely streaked \dth buff 
Crown chestnut-buff wth shorter crest and no ear-tufb. Below, throat creamy 
white. Rest of underparts pale buff streaked with bladdsh, narrowly on 
breast broadly on posterior flanks. Under tail-coverts chestnut, spotted with 
white. 

Chick (in dowm). Unkno^vn. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident. Southern Kashmir 
Qammu), Himachal Pradesh, Kumaon and Garhwal to W. Nepal, bct>vccn 
e. 1500 and 4000 metres; at the lower elevations in winter. Intergradcs wth 
biddidphi on the west and north, and with mpdensis on the cast. Affects 
•wooded ravines and steep hillsides, in oak and conifer forest with heavy 
scrub and ringal bamboo undergrowth. 

GENERAL HABITS. As typical of most Hinialayan pheasants; perhaps 
oftcacr met \rith singly or in pairs. Though not gregarious, sever^ birds 
firquendy haimdng a particular hillside, and often the same forested nullah, 
day after day. Lies close in cover and difficult to flush without a dog. Rockets 
up'wards when flushed and then shoots down the khui at great speed. 

FOOD. Shoots, buds, tubers, leaves (c.g. of maidenhair and other ferns), 
berries, acorns, seeds, and insects. ^ 

VOICE and calls. Crow of cock, fiom which the spcdcs derives its 
popular name, a loud ringing but unmusical kok-kok-kok . . . kokras (or 
pokrds). A variant has ako been accurately rendered as khwa-ka-kak. Uttered 
principally in the early morning and evening, but also at other times of the 
day in cloudy overcast weather, and particularly in the breeding season. A 
number of cocks -vsill * c:q)lodc * in a bout of crowing upon any sudden loud 
report sudi as the firing of a gun or a peal of thimder — a peculiarity 
reminiscent of the PcacodL 

BREEDING. In courtship display the cock puffs out his body feathen, 
erects the long black ear-tufts with the bro^vn crest between them, and struts 
about in the proxhnity of the hen. Season, April through June. Nesi, a scrape 
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ip the grotmd roughly lined with sticks, leaves and grass, concealed under 
dense bushes or rocks. Eggs 5 to 7, though clutches of 8 and 9 have been 
recorded (Osmaston, Hume). Pale ycUo^vish stone-colour or pale to rich 
deep buff, wth spots, specks, and blotches of reddish bro^vn. Average size 
of 68 eggs 51 ‘3 X 37*5 mm. (Baker). Cock believed to be monogynous. 
Hen alone incubates; period 20-21 days. Chicks, as in most Phasianidac, 
able to fly in a ver>’ few days after hatching, while still little more than tiny 
balls of fluff* 

MusEtm Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(Cum feathers) 

215-244 f. 24-29 c. 63-69 221-277 mm. 

9 9 180-218 — — 172-195 mm. 

Crest in c? up to 100 nun.; car-tufis up to 120 mm.; spur 10-19 mm. (Baker). 
Weight 21b.8oz.to3Ib.2oz. (c. 1 135-1415 gm.); 9 9 21b.4oz. to 2 lb. 8 oz. 
(c. 1025-1135 gm.) — ^VhisUcr. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifis dark faro>N'n. Bill homy bitwn to black sometimes 
tinged with grectush or purplish. Legs and feet dark bluish or purplish grey. 


306. Nepal Koldas Pheasant. Pticrasia macrolopha mpalensis Gould 

Pverasia Bipalensis Gould, 1855 (1854), Proc. 2joo\. Soc. London; 100 
(Nepal and Bhutan &= Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1913, Vol. 5: 312 

LOCAL NAME. Pokris (Nepal). 

SIZE. Domestic fowl; same as 305. Length o' e. 61 cm. (24 in.}, 9 c. 
52 cm. (21 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for thc common Koklas (305), q.v. Sec Key to 
the Subspedes. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident From W. Nepal (where it 
intergradcs ■with nominate macrolopha) eastward at least to long. 83®49'E. 
(Tukucha), an cztendon of c. 160 km. from Jumla whence Hodgson last 
reported it a hundred years ago.(R, L. Fleming, JBNHS 50: 661).* Complete- 
absence of the spcdcs in the eastern Himala^'as enigmatical, particularly 
as it reappears farther cast in Yunnan and other parts of China, and 
Mongolia Affects wTXjdcd nullahs and dense scrub-co\'crcd, often precipi- 
tous, hnisida in oak and conifer forest, bet^veen c. 2000 and 4500 m. dtitude. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 305 and other races, q.v. 

breeding. Unrecorded. Presumably same as 305. 

Museum Diacnoss. 'Male. Differs from rtccrvlopha £305} in having the 
fathers of the back, rump, sides, and flanks black, more or less edged -wdlh grey; 
•\ring-covcrts blade edged with buff or rufous; sides and bade of neck, and upper 
laantle black, strongly marked -with chestnut; tail dark chestnuL 

* Dr Birwas informs m that Jumla has alvrays been a popular bird inartet to which Ere 
birds ire brought for sale from kmg distances. Therefore the actual provenance of Hodgson’s 
B tmeertain. 
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‘Female. Similar to macrolopha but redder all over; tail-feathers except the 
outermost, chestnut on the outer webs, bladdsh \rith white tips on the inner webs 
and with well-marked subtcnainal black bands * (Delacour). Plumage subject to 
much Individual variation. 


MEASUREMENTS 


Wing BOl 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(from feathers) 



1 d' 229 27 

62 

203 mm. 

1 9 212 29 

55 

166 tnm. 

3 other d'd' wing 216, 226, 232 mm. 


(R. L. Fleming) 


Baker gives for ad. ^Ving 208-228, bill (from feathers) 23-26, tarsus e. 66, 
crest 68-91 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As Ml 305. 


Genus Catreus Cabanis 

Catreus Cabanis, 1851, in Ersdi & Gruber, AUg. Enc>’cL, secL 1, 53: 221. Type, by 
monot)'py, Phasiamu xcalluhxi Hardwicke 

CIcsely allied to Phasienus but differing from it in the possession of a long narrow 
ocdpital crest of hair-like plumes. \Ving rounded : 1st primary (as.) shorter than 
lOth; 5th primary’ longest. Tail long and pointed, not compres s ed, of 18 feathers, 
the central pair very long, about four or five times the length of the outennoeL 
Tarsus strong, armed with a well-dcvdoped spur in male; occasional and rudi- 
mentary' in female. Sexes only slightly dimorphic. 

Contains a single species confined to the w ester n and central Himalayas. 

307. Chir Pheasant* Catreus ivallicMi (Hardwicke) 

Lophephorar {Phajicras) IVaUfrAii Hardwicke, 1827, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 15: 166 
(Almorah Hills) 

Baker. FBI No. 1910, VoL 5: 307 
Plate 35, fig. 2 ' 

local names. Odlar, (Nepal, Ktnnaon, Garhwal) ; Bctcfal, If mil (hills north 

of Mussoorcc); Chemen Qieanad 9 (Kulu, Chamba); Peter (Kashmir, in Pir 
Fanjal and Kazinag ranges); Peher (Darg, NW. Pakzstan). 

SIZE. Large domestic fowL Length o' c, 90-118 cm. (36-46 in.); 9 e, 
61-76 cm. (24-30 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A long-tallcd Wcst Hhnalay'an pheasant reminiscent 
of an English hen pheasant. 

Male. Above, top of head and long narrow badovard pro j ecting crest 
blackish brown, edged paler. A bright crimson naked orbital patch. Upper- 
parts chiefly huffy wlute and pale rusty, closely barred with blade. Pointed 
tan buffy grey and chestnut, broadly barred with black and ashy grey. 
Below, chiefly huffy' white, conspicuously barred on lower breast and flanks. 
Centre of abdomen blackish. 

'When planing down a hillslope the g en er a l colour pattern, rounded 
wings, and partly' open barred and graduated tall are strangely reminiscent 
of a gigantic Common Babbler {Tta-dsides cesdatas). 
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Female. Similar in general effeetj but smaller wth more chestnut 
in her underparts and facial patch brick-red rather than bright crimson. 

Young (immature), lake female but duller, less Sbldly marked and 
lacking the crest. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. , 

STATUS, msTRiBimoN and habitat. Resident, wth practically no 
seasonal altitudinal movement. The Himalayas behveen e. 1400 and 3500 
metres alt. from Hazara in NW. Pakistan- through Kashmir, the Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal, and Kumaon to at least the 84th meridian 
in west-central Nepal (Pokhara). Affects steep rugged hillsides in oak forest, 
covered with long grass and Berberis scrub, and cut up by \voodcd ravines 
and hollon-s. 


Cotreus waUichii 



HH Distributional range 

general habits. Keeps in coveys of 5 or 6 which feed on the open 
hillsides well hidden among the undergrowth. Is an extreme skulker with 
a marked predilection for running away uphill rather than taking to tving. 
Lies very close in cover and almost impossible to flush without a dog dll 
almost trodden on, especially so after being once fired at. When flushed it 
usually hurtles do^vn the khud at terrific speed with brings pulled in at the 
tides. 
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The covey ustially remains loosely together when feeding, the birds rising 
more or less at the same time and giving the experienced hunter a chance 
to bring off a quick right and left. Silent during daytime hut very noisy 
before retiring for the night; also before daybreak when still quite dark 
prior to descending from the trees to feed.' The birds roost in company 
in patches of oak forest lining or overhanging gullies, their progress towards 
the sleeping places in the c\*cning being betrayed by a scries of clamorous 
squeaks and chuckles which must surely render them vulnerable to poachers 
and predators. 

FOOD. Roots and tubers dug out of the ground, seeds and berries, and 
grain when available. Also insects and grubs. Reported not to cat grass 
or leaves like other pheasants, but Whistler has found leaves of rue in the 
crops of birds shot. 

VOICE and calls. Crow, of both sexes, uttered early morning and at 
dusk, a distinctive loud and far-reaching chh~a-pjTf chir 

chinva, chinva, and so on. In addition, various ducks and chucldes to exprras 
contentment, alarm and other emotions are also cimtted. 

BREEnmo. Courtship display of cock of the lateral pattern as familiar 
in the jungle and domestic coda and common to most phasiaiudae. Seasenj 
principally late April to early June. a scrape or depression roughly 
lined wth a few leaves and grass at the foot of a boulder on a rugged hillside 
in open oak or chir pine forest, -usually well concealed by overhanging 
grasses etc. Egss, 9-14, dull creamy white to pale grey-buff, sparsely and 
irregularly freckled and blotched Tvith light reddish brown. Average sire 
of 48 eggs 53*4 X 39*3 mm. (Baker). Cock evidently monogynous; as- 
siduous in tending the young. Incubation by hen alone; period c. 26 days. 

Musztm Diagnosis. For dcudls of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). * Centre of crown chocolate-brown; a narrow black line 
from posterior comer of eye to ear-coverts, ^vherc it expands, and then, narrowing 
again, continues back down side of neck. Rest of head creamy buff, paling on 
face; lower neck and upper parts grizzled grey with dark chocolate shoulder spots; 
anterior half of wing and entire centre of back (which has two lateral' lines of pale 
grey), chin and throat creamy white; remainder of underparts more greyish. This 
downy plumage is unlike that of any other pheasants, and more like certain part- 
ridges* (Dclacour). 

UEASUREUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d'ri' 235-270 25-29 ' 74-78 ^ 450-580 mm. 

9 9 225-245 24-27 60-63 ' 320-470 mm. 

' ' (Dclacour) 

Weight 3 lb. 4 oz. to 3 lb. 12 oz. (c. 1475-1700 gm.); 9 9 2 lb. 12 oz. to 3 lb. 
(c. 1250-1360 gm.) — Whistler. ' 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris goldcn Kaztl to OTango•b^o^'m; orbital skin ^ 
bright crimson, 9 duller or brick-red. Bill pale yellowish brown or pale bluish 
homy. Legs and feet plumbeous or greyish brown, sometimes 0cahy brown. 

' Delacour’s statement based on Wilson' that they usually sleep on the ground (p.205) 
may be only partially true. 
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Genus Syrmaticus Waglcr 

Sjrmaticus Wagler, 1832, Isis von Oken, col. 1229. Type, by monotypy, Pkasiams 
Tenesii J, E, Gray 

Long'tailed pheasants resembling Catreus in shape but without a crest. Wing 
rounded: Ut primary (as.) between 7th and lOth in length. Face bare in male, 
frathered in female. Tail not compressed; of 16 or 18 very longand strongly graduated 
feathers. Tani long and stout, armed with well-developed spurs in male, often show- 
ing as rudimentary knobs even in female. Sexes dimorphic. 

Genus represented by only a single species and subspecies within our eastern 
limits. 

308. Mr* Home’s Borredback Pheasant. Syrmaticus humiae humiae 
(Hume) 

Cdlophasis humiat Hume, 1881, Stray Feathers 9: 461 (Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 1907, Vol. 5: 303 
i*Iate 35, fig. 7 

LOCAL KAUES. I^iimnghoi or mnmflgftm ana n interchangeable — Manipur) ; 
J/<mgin (Chim — a hill tribe in Manipur). 

SIZE. Large domestic fowl; length (j: c. 90 cm. (36 in,); 9 c. 60 cm. 
(24 in,). 

Fi£U> CHARACTER. A long Straight-tailed pheasant like the Chir but 
male much brighter coloured and lacking the crest. Above, head, neck 
(all round), and rump glistetung steel blue, the last narrowly scalloped 
with white. Bare fadal skin bright crimson. Back and mantle rich goldcn 
bay colour, scalloped tvith black. Conspicuous broad white bars on scapulaiF, 
and two narrower white ones on wing (white edging to coverts). Tail long, 
narrow-i^intcd, grey with several narrow chestnut-and-black cross bands. 
Bebw, dun, throat and forcncck glossy sted blue. Lower breast like 
back, changing to deep chestnut on abdomen and flanks. 

Female. Above, head reddish brown, crown streaked with black. 
Bare red patch round c>’c much smaller than in cf . Rest of upperparts 
chiefly sandy brown, streaked, motded, and barred wth black. TaU mainly ' 
dicstnut, shorter and less pointed than o', the graduated rcctriccs broadly 
barred with black and tipped white. Below, chiefly sandy greyish brown and 
sandy rufous, sparsely black-spoucd on upper breast, barred with pale crev 
on Imver breast and flanks. ® ' 

Young (immature) male like ad. female but duller. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and iiABiTAT. Rare and patchy; very little known. 
Mampur, Palkm, Naga, and Mizo (Lushai) hills, between c, 900 and 2000 in. 
clcMition. Specific localities mentioned: Manipur. Ukhrul (25*N., 94®25*E ) 
just below c. 1800 metres; Hrfka, c. 1500 m.; %*allcy ofThoubal river.* a 
tributary of Manipur ri\Tr, at c. 900 m.; Irang valley (Higgins, JBNHS 
37: 89); Hills. Manipur side of Kohima-Irophal iiilley south of 
Karong (25*18*N., 94®5*E.); hills south of Jcssaim village c. 50 km, 
ESE. of Kohima (25M0'N.. 94*8'E.) (Riplc)-, JBNHS 50: 479). Affects 
mixed o|^ forest intenpersed svith grass and bracken patches on steep 
rugged hillsides. 

Extreliratal. Contiguous parts of northern Burma, west of Irrawaddy 
ri\‘cr (Chin Hills etc.). 
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GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Very poorly known. Publish^ 
field notes scanty; not suggesting any significant difference from^ Chir (^’)* 
Alarm note a subdued muttering buk^bvk-bvk-huk-bvk (G. Hrinrich, Cmn 
Hills). ‘They rise with an easily recognisable chuckle * (Wickliam, V. 
Burma). A distinctive clucking Avhilc running away through undergrowth 
(Blandy), .. • j • 

BREEDING. No authentic information since eggs mostly obtained viw- 
riously through local tribals. Seasdn, April and May. J^est and site 
apparently similar to Chir*s. £ggs. Full clutch believed to be of 6 
creamy to rosy white. Average size of 43 eggs (presumed authentic) 48* X 
35*3 mm. (Baker), Incubation period and othw details unknown. 

Museum Diacsosd. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

■>. MEASUREMENTS ^ 

Wing Bill Tamis Tail 

(from feathers) 

cftT 206-225 25-29 ^58-66 . 400-535 mm. 

9 9 198-210' 20-25 55-60 r. 200 mm. 

(Ddacour) 

Weight di *2 lb. 6 oz. (f. 1080 gm.); spur 8*3 to 17-7 mm.* (Baker). 

COLOURS OF bare PARTS. Iris brovm to orange; orbital skin deep crimson, 
greenish horny, darker on base and culmcn, paler at tip. Legs and feet dull tg I 
brown. In 9 smaller orbital patch red. 

Genus Polvplectron Temminck 
Fdjpkctrtin TeimnincV, 1813, Kg. et Gall. 2: 363. Type, by monotypy, Pctjpl«tn» 
ehinquis = Paro bieaUaratus Linnaeus 

Contains smallish pheasants reminiscent of spurfowl, of grey, grey-brown or 
plumage with metallic coloured eye-spots or ocelli on the wings and tail- First prwar, 
(as.) shortest; 2nd shorter than 10th; 6th primary generally longest. Inner sccon 
almost as long as primaries. Tail of moderate length, of 20 to 24 graduated fei 
much rounded, and fan-shaped when open; central rectrices considerably ongc 
than the others. Sides of the face nearly or quite naked. Tarsi much longer 
middle toe and claw; in males usually armed with two (sometimes one or . 
sharp-pointed spurs on each. Sexes slightly dimorphic; female imallcr, duller 
with fewer ocelli. 

Represented in the northeastern parts of our area by one speacs in two races* 

POLYPLECTRON BICALCARATUM (Lionacus) 

Key to the Snbapecie# 


General colour more buffy-brown^ -P- b. bicolearatart^ 

General colour more grey and less buff. P* bekert 


309. Bhutan Peacock-Pheasant. Polyplectron blcalcaratum haktn 
Pol^pUetron bUeleeretam iekni Lowe, 1925, Ibis: 477 (Bhutan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1901, Vo!. 5: 291 

LOCAL NAMES. Mmowicor, Btyodchvk, Beoderik (Assam); Dfodurrug 
Up, Dao dot dip, Mtjoor (Cachar) ; BvTTvmnTvi (Kaeba Naga) ; Katrrit (Chittaf*'* 
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sizz. Domestic hen. Length o’ c. 64 cm. (^5 in.); 9 c. 48 cm. (19 itf-)* 

HELD CHARACTERS. Male. ''Above, head and neck b^o^vnish 
wth a short fro^\’zly crest of upstanding hair-like feathers. Rest of upperpa^ts 
mainly greyish brown spotted on back and finely barred on rump and upf>^ 
tail-covcrts wth whitish. Mantle,* \N'ing-coverts, and tail * studded * or 
* embossed * ^vith brillimt violet green-blue, white-rimmed eye-spots or 
ocelli, larger and more elongated near tips of rcctriccs. Below, cl^ aod 
throat whitish. Rest of underparts like back, the •whitish barring on bre^t 
and flanks more defined. On under surface of tail the ocelli show up 2 S 
black spots. 

Female. Similar but smaller, duller and with shorter tail, CreSt- 
feathets less hair-like. Ocelli less brilliant on mantle feathers, obsolete on 
the shorter rectrices. Whitish on throat more extensh'c. 

Young (immature) male. Like female. 

For dosvny chick sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, nsTRiBimoN and hasttat. Resident. Duars and nonnally op 
to r. 1200 m. alt. in Sikkim, N. B^gal (Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri dist^Oj 
Bhutan and adjoining NEFA in the Dafla Hills (Kameng and Suban^n 
Frontier Divisions). The birds of the Mishmi Hills, further east, arc darl^cr 
-and may belong to an undescribed race. Occurs also in Assam hills to 
Lakhimpur district (Dibrugarh) and south of Brahmaputra river through 
Sylhet (E. Pakistan), Cachar, Nagaland and Manipur. Chittagong examples 
intermediate but closer to nominate bicalcaratum (310). Affects dense ever- 
green forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Rather reminiscent of SpurfowL Keeps singly or 
pairs. A great skulker and. extremely swift on its legs, keeping to dei^se 
undergrowth and seldom giving a glimpse of itsclL Difficult to find atid 
almost impossible to flush even ■with a dog. 

rooD. Grain, seeds, berries, wild figs, insects, grubs, snails and other 
small animals. Bamboo seeds when available, and ^vhitc ants are especially 
relished. 

VOICE and calls. A deep guttural hoo rapidly repeated about scv"cn 
times, and soft chuckling notes (Baker). * Commonest call ok-kok^kok-f^k 
not unlike that of cock English pheasant* (Higgins). In captivity sevef^ 
calls described by Delacour (p. 287) among w’hich ‘ a sort of ^^'arbling song 
as the cock fully displays to thc’hen *, consisting of a long, continuous flow 
of little chirps, up and do^vn in scale, rising and falling, and lasting several 
minutes imffi the hen has moved a^^’ay. 

BREEDiNO. Display of cock beautiful and spectacular. He b^ins hy 
running round hen wth tail partly fanned and ^vings spread and droopiAg* 
Presently he rink< low in fiDnt of her till his breast rests on the groimd. 'The 
tail and wings are raised and fully spread out fan\sdsc to flaunt the brilli^t 
metallic oc^, his head meanwhile partly hidden among the fluSed-^ut 
plumage. Hen usually seems uninterested during this performance, but 
sometimes she responds by an inferior display of a similar pattern, where- 
upon copulation takes place. Season, March to June — chiefly April^ a^ti 
May. AVrf. A shallo^v scrape or natural depression roughly Uned with a 
few dry leaves, invariably well hidden under dense vi^etation. Egiff normauy 
2 ; rarely 3 , 4 , and even 5 , pale cream colour to rich chocolate-buff, m< 5 re 
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or less stippled all over with -white. Average size of 40 eggs 46*5 X 35*9 mni. 
(Baker). 

Cock evidently monogynous. Incubation by hen alone; period c, 21 days. 
According to Baker, when the doWmy chicks begin to run about they generally 
keep close behind the mother under her tail, which is spread out like an 
umbrella over them. 

Museum Diacnosh. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. 

Chick (in down). Ahou, dark chestnut with two faint darker 8 tr »‘ - '<ks down the 
sides of the back with broad streaks of buff outside them. Below, pale buff; a dark 
spot on cadi wing (Baker). 

UEASUREUEKTS 



Wing 

BQl 

(finm feathen) 

Tarsus 

TaB 

(ft? 

210-240 

22-25 

75-80 

350-400 mm. 

99 

175-215 

18-20 

65-70 

•230-255 mm. 


(Ddacour) 

Weight 1 lb. 4 or. to 2 lb. (c. 568-910 gm.) — Baker. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris white to pearl grey. Facial skm yellowish flesh 
colour, sometimes more reddish. Bill creamy flesh colour, black at dp and on culmeo. 
Legs and feet dark slaty or greenish plumbeous to blackish. 9 Iris brown, grey- 
brown, or grey. Facial skin dull flesh-coloured. Legs and feet paler than in o', 

310. Bnrmese Peacoclc-Flieasaxit- Poli'^Uctron bicalcaratum bicalcaratum 
(Linnaeus) 

Pan hicolcaratus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. NaL, cd, 10, 1: 156 (China, restricted type 
locality Tonkin or Yunnan Stresemann, 1952, Ibis 94: 510 == Yu nn a n ) 
Baka> FBI No. 1900. VoL 5: 289 
Plate 35, fig. 10 
LOCAL NAME. KotmoT (Chittagong, E- Pakistan). 

SIZE. Domestic hen. Length (J* r. 64 cm. (25 in.); 9 c. 48 cm. (19 in.). 
FIELD CHARACTERS. As,for 309 q.v., scc Key to the Subspedcs. 

STATUS, DHTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. Chihagong Hill Tracts, 
E. Pakistan. The birds here somewhat intermediate bctis’ccn the t^v'o races 
but closer to nominate bicalcaratum. Affects dense ev erg r e en jimgle ; foothiUs 
and up to c. 1200 metres clc\'ation. 

Exiralimital. Burma (Chin and Kachin Hills) east to W. Tonkin, south 
to S. Tenasserim, Thail^d and central Laos. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 309. 

BREEDINO. Not Specifically recorded \vithin Indian limits. Same as in 309. 
Museum Diagnosis. Differs from ickni (309) in both sexes bdng more brownish 
buff less grey in coloration. Most of the whitish markings arc replaced by bufL 
MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS as in 309. 

Genus Pavo Linnaeus 

Pan Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. NaL, ed. 10, 1: 156. Type, by tauton>Tny, Pen erutaita 
Linnaeus 

Contains the femfliar Peafowl distinguished by their erect ocdpital crest of fealhen 
and the resplendent plumage of the coda with greatly lengthened upper tail-coverts. 
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Tail in both sexes of 20 feathers, long and graduated; normally concealed by ffic 
ocellated tr am in the male. Under tafl-coverts downy as in Adjutant Stork. 
rounded, first primary (as.) shorter than 10th. Tarsus very long and strong, arC*®^ 
with a spur in the cock. 

The genus is found in the Indochinese and Indo mala ^’an subr^ions. 


Key to the Species 

P^ 

A Crest-feathezs ending in spatulate, half-moon shaped drops. • 

P. cristatus *23 

B Crest-feathers ending in points P. jrmtiais 126 


31 1 . Indian PeafowL Pavo crirtatus Linnaeus 
Pan cristatus Linnaeus, 1758, SysL NaL, ed. 10, 1 : 156 
(‘ India oricntali, Zeylona * = India) 

/ Baker, FBI No. 1897. Vol. 5 ; 282 

Plate 33, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. MoT, Moi^ur, Af<^a (Hindi); Majr^ (Bengali); Mur (Sin^l)» 
Mcr o', icrAor 9 (Maharashtra) ; Aicnja o', Mas^ 9 (Orissa) ; Mebja (Bhutc®) > 

• (Lepcha) ; Moira (Assamese) ; (hlanipur) ; Dode (Garo) ; MR7^ 

(Malayalam, Tamil) ; Mencra (Sinhala) ; Jiamli (Tclugu) ; Jo'dcilu (Kannada) ; 

Dh/l 9 (Gujarat). 

SIZE. Domestic turkey. Length o' c. 92-122 cm. (46-46 in.) withtJUt 
train, c, 2 to 2*25 metres in full plumage; 9 c. 86 cm. (38 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. F amiliar and almost universally known. The foU" 
shaped crest of spatula-tipped wire-like feathers together with the brilli^t 
glistening blue neck and breast, and the sweeping metallic bronze-gre^ 
train, /boldly ocellated wth purplish black-centred coppery discs or ej'C- 
spots, make the code unmistalable. Lower back light bronze-green narrovly 
scalloped with black. Scapulars and outer surface of wings dose-barred wJtii 
black and buff. A good deal of chestnut in wings (primaries and their 
coverts). 

Female. Somewhat smaller, similarly crested but without the sweeping 
train. Above, head and nape rufous-brown. Rest of upperparts brown, faintiy 
-mottled paler. Below, lower neck metallic green instead of blue; bie^ist 
buffy brown glossed with green; abdomen huffy white. Primaries bro>'Ti 
with no chestnut as in male. 

Young (immature) male. Like adult female but with the primaries 
largdy chestnuL 

For downy chick sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, locally up to c, 1800 m- 
de%*ation (rarely even 2000 m.) in the outer Himalayas and peninsular 
hills, practically throughout the subcontinent south and cast of the Indus 
river, induding Jammu and southern Kashmir. Eastward to ab(?ut 
Lakhimpur district in Assam (c. 95®E.), thence south through Nagalaridi 
Manipur, Mizo (Lushai Hills), and Chittagong west and south to the extreTue 
tip of the Peninsula. Also indigenous and resident in Ceylon where locally 
plentiful in the low'-country Dry zone. Introduced and norw fairly established 
with a scmi-fcral status in parts of Sind (\V. Pakistan), c.g. Hj-dcrab^d, 
hCrpur kh as, Umarkot and Sehwan areas. Very' common and abundaut 
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in Gujarat and Rajasthan and locally wherever protected on jrcligious or 
sentimental groimds. Introduced successfully abo in the Port Blair area and 
elsewhere in the Andaman Is. In wild state affects moist- and dry-dcdduoui 
forest in the neighbourhood of streams. Where semi-feral, found in the 
precincts of villages and cultivation, in close association with man. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in Small flocks or droves consisting usually 
of a cock and 3 to 5 hens. After the breeding season segregated parties of 
adult males and of females with their immature broods are more common. 
In the ^T^ld state the birds emerge cautiously into forest clearings, and 
ploughed or newly sown fields in the early mornings and late afternoons to 
scratch the ground for food. An hour or so after sunrise they troop down 
to the -water to drink, tripping gingerly over the dry leaves, craning their 
necks at every' step and peering inquisitively through the bushes \vith the 
utmost circiunspection. The birds also drink at dusk before retiring to roost. 
They spend the heat of the day in impenetrable thickets of lantana and the 
like. Pcafo%vI arc possessed of phenomenally keen eyesight and hearing and 
arc excessively w’ary and wide a^vakc at all times, ducking their heads and 
slinking away through the undcrgrow’th on the least suspicion. The codecs 
cnirobrous-Iooking train, carried horizontally a few inches above ground, 
is apparently no impediment to s\vTft progress through the thickest cover. 
The birds prefer to trust to their legs for escape, running one behind the 
other when driven by beaters, and seldom take to wing except w'hcn flushed 
by a dog or to cross some open river-bed or ravine. They rise with a loud 
flapping of wings, even an old cock •with his long, h 6 avy train lucketing 
almost vertically to clear the tree-tops. When properly launched they fly 
last and strongly with rapid flaps and glides and dextrous twists and turns 
to avoid tree-trunks and other obstacles. 

When surprised in the open with a brood of small chicks, the hen pulls 
out the family to safety witii amazing adroitness, crouching low with neck 
outstretched to take fbll advantage of every little dip and unevenness in 
the groimd for concealment as she swiftly makes for cover in a manner 
inconcrivablc for so large a bird. 

Peafowl nxjst at night in tall trees; the jimgle rcsoimds with their loud 
and ugly map^'e calls at dusk and early dawn before the birds descend to 
feed. They often call fium the roost also during the night, and the crashing 
of a tree or a sudden clap of thunder is sure to release an immediate bunt 
of responsive caterwauling by all the cocks in the ndghbourhood. Cocks 
arc quick to detect the presence of the larger cats on the prowl and herald 
the marauden’ progress through the forest with loud warning alerts which* 
arc taken up by other cocks and by langur monkeys. 

FOOD. Omnivorous. Seeds, grain, lentils, groundnuts, tender shoots of 
crops, flower-buds, berries and drupes (c.g. Carzssa, Lantana, Z^zypbus), wild 
figs {Ficus glomerata and other spedes), centipedes, scorpions, lizautis, small 
snakn (once e. 20 cm. long), insects (c.g. locust hoppers, beetles, cater- 
pillars), worms and grubs have all been more Gr less reg ular ly found in 
crops and stomachs. In and around villages also human excreta. In areas 
where it is scmi-fcral and abundant it is destructive to cereal and ^ 
crops in tbe highest degree, and a veritable scourge to the smal 
vying with the sacred monkeys in the work of devastation. 
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VOICE and calls. Normal * crow * of cock a loud and harsh metallic 
tnimpct-Iikc rru^-^ewe shrieked several times, varying in pitch. Also a series 
of short, gasping screams kd-dn . . . kd~dn . . . kd-an (or coin . . . cain . . . coin 
pronounced as in French) repeated 6 to 8 times rapidly with an inane 
pumping action of the head and neck, well likened to * something between 
the screams of a hysterical old woman and the bray of a donkey *. Alarm 
call when suspicious and agitated a double-syllabled brassy kok-kok or 
cavt’kokf and variations of the same. This commonly uttered by a hen with 
neck-feathers fluffed out like a bottle brush and repeated intermittently 
for many minutes, especially when leading a brood of chicks. 

BREEDiNo. The display or ‘ dance * of the cock consists of erecting and 
fully fanning out the ocellat^ train which is slightly tilted and arched 
forward. His half-open chestnut wings are drooped at the sides and go 
through a continuous shaking or quivering. In this posture he faces the hen 
(or hens), and with legs partly flexed struts and prances from one foot to 
Ae other in mincing steps as if stalking her — an action reminiscent of the 
holding manoeuvre, wth arms stretched out, in the Indian game of Ata- 
Pata. From time to time he goes through violent paroxysms of shivering 
the erected train, the quills producing a * zizzing * sound, and thus slowly 
pivots round to exhibit his posterior — the greyish under tail-coverts and 
'black rump surmounted by the radiating glistening white shafts of the 
fanned-out train. The hen usually appears completely unconcerned during 
all these amorous antics, but she occasionally responds with an inferior 
imitation of the cock’s movements. (A cock once observed interrupting hw 
full display to chase off a rival intruding too near the coterie.) Season, In 
the Jiorthern and central part of its range chiefly after the break of the 
rains in June, continuing through September; in southern India chiefly 
April and May; in Ceylon chiefly January to March. J/est, 2 l scrape in the 
ground, sometimes unlined at others roughly so with sticks, grass, and leaves. 
Usually well concealed in thorny undergrowth (e.g. Lanlana, ^izyphus). 
Semi-feral birds often nest in ancient forts and ruined buildings, and fre- 
quently even on the flat roofi of houses in a village. Eggs, 4 to 6 , broad, 
.blunt ovals pale cream or cafd au hit to buff in colour, with a finely pitted 
surface. Average size of 100 eggs 69*7 x 52*1 mm. (Baker). Cock pro- 
gressively polygynous. Female alone incubates; period r. 28 days. An 
exceptional case of a cock incubating a clutch of 5 eggs by himself for a 
week imtil all the eggs gradually disappeared, is recorded by Yuvraj Shivraj- 
kumar of Jasdan (1956, JBNHS 54: 464). 

Musztfw Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit.; for a note on 
moult, Marien, D., 1951, Amer. Mus. ATow/., no. 1518: 20-1. 

Chick (in down). * Pale buff; a dark brown mark across the nape from one 
eye to the other; back darker rufous-brown; wing pale duU chestnut mottled with 
brofwa * (Baker). 

HXASUREUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail Train 

(from feathers) 

440-500 40-44 140-155 400-450 1400-1600 mm 

9 9 400-420 37-40 120-130 325-375 — mm. 

. ‘ ' (Dclacour) 

Woeht^<f91b. toUlb.4oz. (r, 4-0 kg,); 99 6-9 lb. (c, 2 • 75-4 kg.) (Baker). 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irfs dark hazcl brown. Bare facial skin liWd \»hiic 
‘Bill dark homy, darkest along culmcn and at* tip. Legs and feel greyish bro\%-n la 
dark homy brown; claws blackish. 

miscellaneous. The peacock b considered sacred in Hindu mj^thology 
as the vehicle of the god Kartikeya the son of Lord Shiva and his consort 
Parvati, and a brother of elephant-headed Ganesha. It is, besides, a subject 
of voluminous folklore throughout the country. For an account of its place 
in mythology and Sanskrit literature and poetry sec Thaker, J. P., 1963, 
-- Pavo 1(1) : 1-18. 

The long occUated feathers of the peacock's train arc shed after the 
breeding season and picked up and collected in large quantities by villagcn 
for export chiefly to Europe and America, and for being made up locally 
into fans and other gaudy gimcracks. The export has now been prohibited 
as a measure of protection for the species, a step perhaps unnecessary con- 
sidering that the trade was almost entirely confined to dropped fcathen 
. available in^marketable quantities only in areas where the birds arc already 
well protected by sentiment and therefore abundant enough to make the 
collection of the feathers economically worth while. An average adult 
cock's full train contains about 200 feathers (2 counted 206, 210 ). 

In 1963 the peacock was officially designated as the National Bird of 
India. 


312. Burmese or Green Peafowl. Pavo muticus spicifer Shaw & Nodder 

Pavo spicifer Shaw & Nodder, 1804, Nat. Misc. 16: pi. '642, (India) 
Baker, FBI No. 1898^ Vol.’S - 284 
Plate 33, frg. 2 

LOCAL NA1.1ES. Pegu majuTO (Calcutta bird dealers); IVdAong (Manipur). • 

SIZE. Samc'as Indian Peafowl (311), q.v. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male readily distinguished from Indian peacock 
by overall green (n. blue) coloration. Crest upstanding, pointed (not fan- 
lifcc), of lanceolate shot blue-green feathers. Bare facial skin blue and yellow. 
Neck and breast glistening bronze-green and purple finely scalloped with 
black. Train more tinged \rith copper-bronzy violet in certain lights. 

Female, More or less similar to male but without train. Upper ^I- 
coverts as long as tail, golden green cross-barred with pale rufous mottling. 

Young (immature) male like adult female (above), but \vith the lower 
back greenish bronze instead of brownish black. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. North Cachar and Mani- 
pur (now very rare or almost extinct), Mizo (Lushai Hills), and Chittagong 
Hill Tracts (E. Pakistan); plains level to c. 1000 metres elevation. Recently 
recorded from Jalpaiguri district, W. Bengal, where possibly run wild 
from imported ancestors (Daniel, J. C., 1957, Bengal naU Hist. Soc. 25- 
Affects dense forest, keeping to the neighbourhood of streams and shifting 

cultivation. ' ,, 

Exiralimital. Adjoining W. Burma, probably east to Irrawaddy nver, 
GENERAL HABITS. As in the Indian bird. Owing to persecution, exces- 
sively shy and wild everywhere. 
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FOOD. As in 311. 


VOICE and calls. An equally far-carrying dow^awe, dow^awe, dow^awe 
uttered with head well raised up; sometimes actually while displaying. A 
peculiar tak^tak-ker-r-r-r-oo-oo, ker-r-r-roo while walking about in search of a 
companion that had been shot (H. G. Smith). 

BREEDINO. ‘ Dance * similar to that of 311. Copulation followed when a 
hen quietly approached an ex parte displaying cock. He gave a loud scream 
on seeing her, made a rush at her with drooping train, and held her down 
by the head with his bill. After the act she walked away, and he soon resumed 
strutting and showing off as before (C. M. Inglis). chiefly January 

through April, but July to September also recorded. Kest and eggs as in 
311, the latter — 3 to 6 in a normal clutch — indistinguishable from those of 
the Indian bird, but pointed eggs said to be commoner. Average size of 
36 eggs 72-7 X 53-5 mm. (Baker). Cock progressively polygynous (or 
prombcuous ?). Incubation by hen alone; period 26-28 days. 

Museuu Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). Above, crown and a streak from occiput to near car blackish 
brown ; sides of head and throat lemon-yellow; occiput and rest of neck (all round) 
brownish buff, browner on hindncck; a dusky streak from nape to below car-coverts. 
Back sepia-brown. Down on wings rufous-brown, feathers pale Indian red tinged 
with yeUow and marked with black except at dp; markings on primaries lighter. 
TaU brow-n. Below, breast brownish buff; remainder of lower plumage pale lemon 
yellow; sides of thighs pale rufous-yellow. Iris greybh brown. Bill creamy yellow 
purer yellow above the nostrib, reddbh in front of nail. Legs and feet yellow, reddbh 
between the scutac in front of Ursus; claws pink; soles effect yellower than the rest 
(Inglis). 


A 14-day old chick flew on to the roof of a small house. Crest became noUccable 
23 days after hatching. When a month old body feathers started appearing. Already 
at l\ months the chicks began showing off. When 2i months old they commenced 
gctdng metallic feathers on the back and sides of neck (Inglis). 

UZASURZUKNTS 

AVing Bill Tarsus Tail Train 

(from feathers) ^ 


dtj HeO-SW 42-45 160-170 

V V 420-450 40-43 135-145 


400-475 

■iOO-450 


1400-1600 mm. 
— mm. 


Weight o’er 81 to 11 lb. (e. 3-85-5 kg.) -Baler. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS, Irb dark brown or hazel brown. Orbital skin blubh 
green; naked checks >^1^ to pale orange. Bill dark homy brown darker at tip, 
paler at base. Legs and feet dark grcy-brxswn or homy brown; claws blackish. 
Order Gruiformes 

(For anatomical detaib see Stresemann, E., 1927-34, Aves (Tumica: 759, RalH: 

763, Hcliomithes: 765, Otidcs : 774, Grucs: 772) 

Baker, E. C. Stuart, 1922-30, Fauna Brit. India (Hemipodii, 5: 440, Grallae, 6 : I 
(Fulicariac: 1, Grucs: 48, Otidcs: 59)) 


Family Turnicidae: Bustard-Quaib 
Genus Turnix Bonnaterre 

Tanor Bonniterre, 1791, Tabl. Encyc. M^th., Om., pL 1 : Ixxxii, 5. Type, by a 
tubaaquent dexignadon, Tetreo gibralLaieus Gmelin » Tetroa ^tvetieus Desfontalnes 
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Contains small ground birds superficially very like true quail (to which ihcysre 
only dbtantly related), but readily dbtingubhed in the hand by the absence of^ 
hind toe or hallux. Called Hemipodes or Bu 5 lard-Q,uail on account of the three-t 
bustard-like foot. They differ from true quail abo in the absence of a crop. 

Family remarkable for its breeding biology. Females polyandrous, Urpr 
males and more brightly qolourcd, sharing this reversal of the normal 
birds with the Fainted Snipe and a few other species. Widely dbtributed In the 
World, Represented by three species and several races in our area. 

Key to the Spectefl 

A Breast barred across >vith black or white or quite black in the centre 
T. svseitator 

B Breast never barred or black in the centre ^ 

1 Central tail-feathers lengthened ; dark marking on sides of breast and 

flanks V-shaped T.^lvoti^ 

Central tail-feathers not lengthened; dark breast markings rounded 

7 *. iorkt 


313. Little Bnstard-QpalL Turnix syhalica dussumur (Tcinminck) 

Hemipodiiu Duisumur Temminck, 1828, PI. col., livr. 76, pi. 434, f. 2 (Bengil ) 
Baker, FBI No. 2003, Vol. 5: 450 

Plate 32, fig. 1 - , 

LOCAL NAUES. Ginwa hwwa, Chhota lowwa, Ddbki (Hindi); Chkoto . y 

Tura shimaj (Mathura) ; Tirra gundri (Sa.ithali) ; Libbia (Pumca) ; Denct (W^^ ^ 
Chinna or Telladabba gundla (Triugu) ; Sm gi^idla (Orissa) ; CWbto 
Sorbol (Manipur); Daoduma hishiba (Cachar); Inr^urrut gajthc (Naga)j “ 
(Sind). / . , 1 I 

SIZE. Bush Quail — . Length ^ c. 13 cm. (5J in.), 9 sligbfty 
FIELD characters. An unmistakable quail and one of our 
birds. Distinguished from the two other thrcc-tocd spcdcs by * ^ 

size and distinctly pointed little tail. Above, crown blackish 
whitish median line*or ‘centre parting*. HindnexJc ferruginow 
svith buff. Upperparts irregularly barred rufous and 
or whitish excepting breast which is brownish buff with black-an 
spots on its sides. r« 4 miturt) 

Sexes more or less alike; female sb'ghtly larger. For young (* 
sec Museum Diagnosis. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, but also seasonally nomadic 
in parts. From c. 2400 metres eles-aU'on in the outer Himalayas (including 
Nepal and Sikkim) southssRrd through the Peninsula (hill and plain) to 
Kerala.* In the svest, Kutch, Rajasthan and Sind (in the last apparenUy a 
rains visitor), north to the Punjab Salt Range, at least to c. 72°E. Eashs-ard 
it extends through the Assam Valley to Dibrugarh and Sadiya; also KhasI, 
Gachar, and Naga hills. Manipur, Mizo (Lushai Hills) ?, Tripura, and 
East Pakistan in Sylhet, Tippera and Chitt^ong, plains and hill'tracts. 
Affects grass-and-scrub jungle bordering cultivation and grassland. 

Extralimtlal. Burma (including Shan States). The species, in numerous 
other races, is found from S.^Spain south and east through Afiica to the 
Indochinese subregion, Formosa, Java, and the Philippines. 

OEtmiiAi. HABITS and food. As of the genus; see under 318. 

VOICE and CALLS. ‘ Drumming ’ of female similar to 318, but softer and 
less loud. It is a remarkable mixture of a purr and a coo uttered svith the 
plumage fluffed, the bird ‘ turning and tss-isting about in the same way as 
an old cock pigeon ’ (E. A. Butler). 

EREEDmo. Stason ill defined. Practically all year but chiefly during the 
rains. Ant, as in 318 — a scrape in the ground sparsely lined with grass, 
in scrub jungle. Eggs, normally 4, greyish white finely speckled and some- 
times blotched with yellowish browu, reddish brown, or black — similar 
to those of 318. .Average size of 60 eggs 21-3 x 17-3 mm. (Baker). Hen 
polyandrous; incubation and care of the young by cock alone. Period of 
incubation c. 12 daj-s (10 according to locals in Gachar). 

Mcsecu Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. aL 
Young (immature). Afrere, reddish brosvn, becoming brighter rufous on the 
nuchJ region, indistinctly barred with blackish brown and spotted with white, 
espeoally on wing.covcrts, Bririr, breast paler buff than in adult, spotted with black. 
heasubzuekis 

IVmg Bm Tamus TaB 

(from feathers) 

tt 7^73 } e. 18-20 e. 31-37 mm. 

Weight o’ 9 U to 1} oz. (r. 35-43 gm.) (Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARS. PARTS, Iris light ycUow to Straw colour. Bill plumbeous white 
to plumbeous. Legs and feet pale fleshy white to pale bluc-grc)*. 

Ttjpjtix TAJfia Bl>*th 
Key to the Subspecies 


Larger; wing over 90 mm. 71 /, llojifordii 

Smaller; wing under 90 mm. T.t. 


314. Indian Yellowlegged Button QnaTI. Ttimix tanki Laiki Blyth 
Tumix tedj Blj'th, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 180. No locality = Bengal, 
based on dra\A*ing b)’ Buchanan HamBton [Not Turmx maad&tis Vieillot = j^moniTn 
of Tmrdx trxad&sa (Tcmmmck)] 

.Ealcr. FBI_No. 2005^ VoL 5: 454 
Plate 32. fig. 5 

tocAL KAVE.^ Lextec (N. India); BiUr (Bengal); bustard-quails usually not 
distingvushed specifically, < 

SHE. Bush Quail Length d' f- 15 cm. (6 in.) ; 9 slightly larger. 

* See Appendix 
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HELD CHARACTERS. Male. Abortf crtnNTi blackish mixed ^vith rufous 
and buff, with a paler median line (* centre parting *). Supcrdlia and sides 
of head buff. Upperparts greyish brown, irregularly cross-barred and 
vcrmiculatcd with black (obsolete in old birds), W^g-coverts buff spotted 
with black. Below, chin and throat, whitish. Rest of imdcrparts pale buff, 
darker and rusty brownish on middle of breast, conspicuously black-spotted 
on sides of breast. 

Female. Similar but slightly larger, and with a broad orange-rufous 
half-collar on back and sides of neck. 

In flight, away from observer, this chestnut collar and whitish imdcrparts 
are diagnostic. ]^th sexes distinguishable also by bright yellow 1^ and bilL 
(See fig. of very' similar 315, Plate 23, facing p. 1 12.) 

rrATUs, DisTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident (?) practically throughout 
the subcontinent bom c, 1200 metres up in the outer Himalayas (locally 
f- 2000 m.) southward through the Pcmnsula, plain and hill, to Kladras 
and Kerala; and fiom Sind and Kohat in W. Pakistan across to E. Pakistan 
and Assam north of Brahmaputra river. South of the Brahmaputra it is, 
according to Baker, replaced by the race blanfordii (315), but exact limits and 


Turnix tanki 



status of the two races hereabouts difficult to define. Evidently nomadic 
(or migratory ?) in semi-desert areas, c.g. Punjab, Raj’asthan, Sind and ^ 
N\V. Pakistan, its movements depending upon the rains and availability- 
of suitable grass cover. Docs not extend to Ceylon, but occurs in the Anda- 
man Is. and more commonly Nicobars (Tcrcssa, Camorta, Car Nicobar),, 
apparently this race and not the Burmese blanfordii as might be cxpecled.*^ 

* Three recent spedmens frxjm the Nicobars agree with the Indian pombfion ia rise, 
but arc described as * much darker above vritb little or no niTom. The mww eoHarof tbt 
9 is also much darker * (Abdulali, H., 1967, JBNHS 64(2); 158). 
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Affects grassland, preferably damp spots. Intermixed with low scrub, 
and growing crops of millet etc. 

510 ^?^ rooD, VOICE and calls. As of the genus; see undo 

318 Sometimes associates closely with the Bustard-Quail (318), so much 
so that in one instance spedmens of both species together were secured ic 
the same shot I (SA). Has been frequently taken at lights at night (or 
migrauon ?). . 

BR^ixc. Season, March to November, but chiefly after the break ol 
the SW. monsoon rains in June — particularly August and September. 

^ if ^ scrape in the ground in grassland, sometiracs completely 
ar ed^ over by the growing grass, looking like a domed structure with a 
lateral entrant. Eggs, 4 in b normal clutch also similar to those of 318 in 
s pc, coloration, and marldngs. Average size of 60 ^gs 22*8 X 17*9 mm , 
vriAMe ® breeding biology more or less identical 

.Musruu Diagnosis. For delails of plumage see Baker, loc. dL 

MEASURemEKTS 


Cj’o’ 

Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

71-84 

e. 14 

f. 23 

99 

79-93 

14-15 

25-28 

right ri’ 9 

c. 1 } to 'll 

or. (c. 36-43 gm) 

— Hume. 


Tail 

c. 26 mm. 

f. 30-40 mm. 

(Baker, SA) 


T ^ white < 

^•nh white tinged with >dIow at base; «,nierime, brownish on eulmen. Leg 
n and tla« ydlow, sometiino with an orange tinge. 


315. Burmese YeHtswIegged Button Q^utlL Tnmr Umti blmfirSi 
Bljnh 

Bran BlsrtfariS BljTh, 1863, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 32 : 80 (Burma and Airakzn, 
type from Thayctmyo) 

Baka:.FBI No. 20IM, Vcl. 5; 453 ( = n-ndeSu) 

LOCAL NAStzs. Deedene (Ciehar) ; Jeniitera, gkOhla (Naga) 

SIZE. Bush Quad ±. lamgth t? r. 16 cm. (61 in.), 9 dighUy larger 

F^CHA^CIERS. As for M4.q.v.Slighdy larger and vddibaX on 

ick somewhat more pronounced. 

^ATO dbtribuiion ^d HAErTAT. Resident (? or seasonal fuinter ?1 

Manipur, Mizi 

.ushm I^), E- Pahsto ?. Up to r. 2000 m. elevation. Affects grassland 
[crmixcd with low* scrub, and growing crops of millet etc. 

ExtrethaUd. Burma, Thailand, Yunnan, Gochinchina, Manchuria. 
GENERAL HABns, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of the gcuus; see under 
8 . 


BREEDING. Sfoscn, mainly May to Augmt but odd nests more or less 
roughout the year. and eggs, indbtinguhhable fi^m those of 318 
d breeding biology in general identical. A\*erage size of 100 eggs 25*5 x 
•8 mm. (Baker). 
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Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt» 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wng ri’d' mm., 9 9 97-105 mm. (Baker). Weight I 9 63 gm. (Ripley) 
COLOWS OF BARE PARTS. As m'314. 


A 


1 

2 


Turmx susotator (Gmclin) 
Key to the SohspecSes 


Page 

Upper plumage ver>* dark and boldly marked with black and, to a less 

extent, with rufous 1 

Upper plumage deddedly paler. 2 

A well-marked rufous collar on female T.s.Uggd 135 

No rufous collar on female T. s. plinnbipes 132 

General lint of upper plumage pale rufescent 71 j. Lngoor 133 

General tint of upper plumage pale isabeUine T. s, batgdatsis 132 


316. Northern Bostard-QnaxL Turnxx suscitalcr plumhipes (Hodgson) 
Cotumix Planbipes ' Parbatliah * = Hodgson, 1837, Bengal Sport. Mag. 9:346 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 1997, VoL 5: 445 

tocAL NAMES, SerJcrai (Assam); Deodasmx (Gachar); Irrahnna (Kacha Naga); 
Vchhibsm (Kuki); Tvnokpho (Lcpcha); Tvdsk (Bhutca). 

SIZE. Bush Quail I.cngth o' c. 15 cm. (6 in.), 9 slightly larger. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. In general as fcr the Indian race tedgoor (318), 

STATUS, DETRiBunoN and HABrTAT. Resident. Nepal, northern Bihar, 
Bengal and Sikkim duars, cast through Assam and E. Pakistan (Sylhet, 
Tippera, Chittagong Hill tracts) ; from plains level to e. 2400 metres deva- 
tion. Intcrgnidcs with Ungoor (318) in southern Bihar and with bengdUnsts 
(317) in lower W. BcngaL Affects grassland and scrub jungle. 

ExtralxJinldl, Burma (N. Arakan). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 318, q.v. 

breeding. Season, more or less throughout the year with two principal 
flushes: April-May and August-Septemb^. Akrf and eggs as in 318. Average 
rire of 60 eggs 24*9 X 20-2 mm. (B aker ). Female polyandrous with same 
breeding biology as 318. 

Museum DiACNt&s. For details of plu m a g e sec Baker, loc. dt. See Key to fiae 
Subspedes. 

measurements 

Wing cfc? 77-90 mm; 9 9 92-93 mm (Baker). 

Wdgbt cfcT I *6 to 2 or. (c. 43-57 gm); 99 1 -5 to 2*56 or. (43-72 gm) — 
Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As 13 318. 


317. Lower Bengal Bastard-QnaiL Tumix suseitatcr bengclensis Blyth 
Tistzx bexgslexds Elj-th, IS52 (1849), Cat. Eds, Mus. AsiaL Soc.: 256, ia text 
(Lower Bengal) 

Tcrdr rssdeaior issielljxxs Robinson & Baker, 1928, BuIL BriL Om. Q. 48: 62 
(Calcutta) 

Baker, FBI No. 2000, VoL 5: 448 ( « £«5d2r=u) 
xjocal KAMES. (Hindi): GaZv (Bengal }.■ 
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SIZE, Bush Qiuul Length o' c. 15 on, (6 in.); 9 slightly larger. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. In general as for 318, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATE’S, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Lo;ver Bengal in the 
24-Parganas, Hooghly and Nadia districts. Possibly also the adjacent E. 
Pakistan districts of Khulna and Jcssorc. Intcrgradcs with taigoor in southern 
Bihar and with plumhipes north of Nadia district (Bengal) and in southern 
East Pakistan. AiTects grassland and scrub jungle, often entering compounds 
and jungly gardens on the outskirts of Calcutta dty. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing specifically recorded 
as difTcrent from 318. 

BREEDtNO. StasoTif apparently restricted to the monsoon months, June 
to September. Kest and eggs as in 318. Average size of 16 eggs 23*8 x 
19*1 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspecies. As compared with taigocr (318), 
very pale, the general tint being more isabcUine less rufous. ^Vhite lino on upper- 
parts very fine. Underparts rufous and dark in relation to upper. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving o' 77 mm., 9 9 83-84 mm. (Baker). 

coLOims or bare parts. As in 316 and the other races. 


318. Tndiflw Bnstard-Qaail* Tvrmx susdtaUtr taigoor (Sykes) 
HempomiU Teigocr Sykes, 1832, Free. Zool. Soc. London: 155 (Dukhim) 

Baker, FBI No. 1998. Vol. 5: 447 
Plate 32, Bg. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Culu, Cwuslu^ CurJrGt Solid gundra (Hindi); Kolada o', Pured 9 
(Tclugu); Ankadik o', Kunmg kadik 9 (Tamil); Duntvi (Ratnagiri); Kartchakki 
(Kannada). , 

SIZE. Bush Quail ±. Length o' c. 15 cm. (6 in.); 9 slightly larger. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Superficially a t^'pical little quail' with a distinctive 
white c)'e. In flight, prominent pale buff patches on wdng-shouldcrs are 
good pointers to its identity. 

Male, Above. Crown dark browm vith an indistinct pale central streak 
or * parting *. Sides of head white, stippled with black. Rest of upperparts 

variegated ^^lfous-bro^vn, bla^, and 
white, with the \ring-coverts boldly 
spotted with black and buff. Belowt 
chin and throat whitish; rest of imdcr- 
parts rusty buff banded with black on 
ibreneck and breast. 

Female. Somewhat larger and 
more richly coloured. Above like male. 
BeloWi rusty buff. Chin, throat, forcneck and centre of breast black; sides 
of breast and anterior flanks barred with black. 

For dmvny chick see Museum Diagnosis. ^ 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident (nomadic in the rains?). 
From Punjab in the west, the whole of continental and peninsular India 
south of the range of plumbipeSf i.e, roughly south of 23*N. lat. Possibly also 
Sind in W. Pakistan whence not yet recorded. Plains level to e. 2500 m. 
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deviation. Replaced in Ceylon by the race leggei (319). Affects grassland and 
scrub jungle bordering villages and cultivation, and open light deciduous 
* forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Thougli common and generally distributed, nowhere 
found so numerically concentrated as the true quails often arc. Normally 
met vrith singly; occasionally pairs, rarely also small parties. Sedentary; 
haunting the same spots day after day. A great skulker, flushed vrith difficulty- 
only when almost trodden on. Flies low in the ty-pical quail manner but 
vrith a softer whirr of vrings, and tumbles headlong into the tangled under* 
growth after a short ‘hedge-hopping* flight. When undisturbed, vv-alks 
about quietly underlie thickets, scratching and turning over the mulch 
for food. The presence of the birds in appropriate shrubbery is usually fint 
revealed by the drcular little scrapes dotted about in the mulch where they 
have been busily rummaging and dust^athing. 

FOOD. As in all other bustard- and button quails, grass- and weed seeds 
grain, green shoots and small insects, c.g. termites and black ants. Among 
the last, Camponotus compressus has been identified. In captivdty ‘whole 
butterflies two inches across the vrings * (F. Finn). 

VOICE and calls. A loud drumming utten^ by the pugnacious and 
polyandrous hen as a challenge to nvtd Amazons and in order to advertise 
her position to an eligible cock. The drr-r-r-r-r-r sounds very' much like a 
two-stroke motorcy'clc engine in the distance. It runs for 15 seconds or more 
at a burst, and in the breeding season may be heard at all hours of the day 
and also through the night. It is usuafly prefaced by 3 or 4 deep, long- 
drawn groos (about 3 in two seconds) audible at closer range and reminiscent 
of the harsh timbre of the Red Turtle Dove {SlrepUpelia tranquebarica). There 
is also a more subdued but equally far-carrying booming call hoon^hocr.* 
hoon-hoon (or oofy oofy oof ■ — Inglis) sometimes heard for five seconds or more 
at a stretch. It is uncertain by which sex and under what conditions this 
is produced. Presumably it is tlic same call which Baker described as starting 
vrith the bird in a scmi-ercct sitting position ‘ but gradually lowering her 
breast to the ground vrith outstretched vrings, and blovring herself out vrith 
each boom until she looked like a little feather balloon *. 

BREEDING. Seosohy practically throughout the year, chiefly June to 
October. Kesiy a scrape or depression in the ground in grassland, scrub 
jungle or crops, lined vrith grass and with the grovring grasses arcliing over 
to form a bower, leaving a lateral entrance; sometimes the scrape is unlincd. 

almost invariably 4, greyish white profusely speckled and blotched 
vrith reddish brown or blackish purple; broad, obtuse ovals in shape with 
a highly glossed surface. Average size of60 eggs 24*7 x 19*4 mm. (Baker). 
Incubation period 13-16 days. Female polj'androus, evidently not pro- 
miscuous but practising successive polyandry. She battles vrith riv'al hens 
for the possession of a cock and does the courting. After the eggs arc laid 
she loses interest and goes in search of a new mate. The cock settles down to 
incubate them and later rears the chicks all by himself. In this he displa)*s 
great solidtude, indulging in the ‘ broken vring * trick and other diversionary' 
antics when faced by vs'ould-be predators. How many dutches a hen la)^ 
in the course of a season has not been ascertained, and there arc many 
other points in the accepted version of the breeding biology that need 
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eluddation. A detailed comparative study of the Indian bustard-quails 
(Tumiddac) is commended to field ornithologists. 

Museum Diacnoss. See Baker, loc. dt., and Key to the Subspecies. 

Chick in down (newly hatched). Aborty dark chestnut-buff, vrith pale buff and 
black crescentic marks on back; a dark (blackish) coronal streak; a broad white line 
from lores through eye to nape; vrings with a pale and a dark bar. Be/oiv, pale whitish 
buff; inside of thighs chestnut. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

efts' 

72-85 

e. 15 

c. 22-23 

c. 35-37 mm. 

99 

77-90 

15-17 

22-25 

33-41 mm. 


(SA, HW) 

COLOURS or BARE I ARTS. Iris white, occasionally ycHow-ish. Bill bluish slate, 
darker on culmen, dark brown at base. Legs and feet slate or leaden grey. 

319. Ceylon BoBtnrd-QoaiL Tumix sujcitalor /eggei Baker 
Tumixjarcrnea i/ggn Baker, 1920, Bulk Brit. Om. CL 43: 9 (Cocowattce, Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1996^ VoL 5; 442 
Plate 32, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Boio woTuird (Sinhala); Kadm (Tamil). 

SIZE. Bush Quail i. Length cf r. 15 cm. (6 in,); 9 slightly larger. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. In general as for 318, q.v. See Key to the Subspedcs. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Racc endemic in C^lon, Common 
in all zones, lowlands and hills up toe. 1500 m. Affects grass and scrub country. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 318. 

BREEDiNO. Seasoriy practically throughout the y'car with two main flushes; 
January to March and July-August. Xest and eggs as in the Indian races 
but dutch size usually smaller — of 3 eggs instead of 4. One observer, T. S. U. 
Dc Zylva, records c/5 as Common (CBCN, July 1978: 39). Average size of 
47 eggs 23-3 X [9-1 mm. (Baier). 

Mcseum Diagnosis. As compared vrith toigoor, upperparts darker and duller 
brown, besides a rufous collar in female. Below, abdomen and vent a darker richer 
chestnut. 

MEASUREMENTS 

*.\Tngs 76-84 mm., 9 9 81-90 mm. (Baker, H\V). 

Weight BdS 35-52 fav. 46). 7 5 5 47-68 (av. 607) gm. — BNHS 

COLOURS or BARE BARTi. As in 318- 

Family Gruidae: Cranes 

(For morphology see Strcjcmann, 1927-34, Aves: 772-3; Baker, 1929, 6 : 49; 

' Wltherby, 1 940, 4 : 449 ; Van T>me & Berger, 1 959, p. 428.) 


Key to the Genera Page 

A Head and neck feathered throughout Artkrependes 146 

B Head and neck not feathered throughout Crus 135 


Genus Grus Pallas 

Cnts Pallas, I7C6, Misc. Zed.: 66, Type, tautonjiny, Ardea grus Linnaeus 
In this genus of cranes crown bare in adults but rides of head and heck feathered 
excepting in the Sana {G. aitigr^), which has almost the entire head and neck naked. 


Head and neck fully feathered in >’Oung of all spedes. ^Vings long and wide; 3rd 
primary (as.) usually longest; inner secondaries lengthened and considerably exceed- ^ 
ing the primaries. Tail short, rounded to almost square. 'Hbia naked on lower 
half; toes short, strong, with short blunt daws. Sexes alike in plumage. 

Cranes have exceptionally powerful, stentorian voices made possible by the 
ipccialized structure of the trachea or windpipe — abnormally lengthened, con- 
v’oluted and coiled — which functions as a highly cfHdent resonating organ. 

All the species in India arc Palaearctic migrants except the Sams. 

Key to the Species 

Page 

A Plumage white C. Uz.icgnar.us IM 

Plumage not white 

1 mole head and upper neek unfeathcred C. arzlzgczzi HI 

Crown of head unfeathcred ® 

a Hea'd, throat and upper neck white, fore part of crown black 

G. motaeha Iw 

Throat and upper neck blackirh, fail blackbh G. ziigricallts IS? 

Throat slaty grey with broad band of white from behind eye down 
sides of neck gnu iK 


320. EaBteni Common Crane. Gnss grus lilfordi Sharpe 

'Cmi m/esJ! Sharpe, 1B94, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 23: 250 (Type locality fired bf 
mbUer & Kinnear, 1936, Jour. Bom. nat. Hist. Soc. 38: 695, Jhelum River eesr 
Jclalpur, Punjab) 

Baker, FBI No. 2034, Vol. 6: 50 
Plate 7, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. KurUrxh, Kurch ^Hindi); Keonj (Sind); Kulam, Kuleng (Dcccaa, 
Andhra). 

SUE, Goose J; . Standing c. 140 cih. (r. 4J ft) to top of head. 
field C3IARACTERS. A large, tall stork-like grey bird wdth black 
feathers and long neck and legs. Head and upper neck blackish with a 
red naked patch on nape. A prominent broad while band running 
behind c)'e down sides of slaty-black upper neck. Tail concealed by a j 
of drooping curly brownish grc>' plumes (elongated tcniarics). / 

Young (immature). Overall rurous-isabclline due to the grey beoT' / 
feathers being edged with this colour. Whole crowm and neck clothed j 
rust)' feathers. Residual traces of this plumage occasionally seen in so«c J 
our vrinler visitors. ^ 

STATUS, DisTRiBUnoN and HABITAT. Winter v-isiior, 
Scptcmbcr-October to March-Apri). Commonest and most abundio- / 
the northwestern parts of the subcontinent; Sind, Rajasthan, ' 

Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, diffusing eastward to Bihar, Orissa 
Bengal, and south through Madhya Pradesh and nortlicm : 

Ov'crfiyxng Nepal Valle)' on migration but halting only in 
duns. Occasionally straggling farther cast and south, thus record^ 
Lakhimpur and Cachar in Assam, and the Bombay Dcccan to f- ^ 

I 
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lat. Doubtless straggles somc^vhat farther-. south exceptionally, but un- 
recorded from M^'sore ’where the Demoiselle is a more or less tegular tvintcr 
visitor. Affects fields of winter crops, c.g. wheat and gram, sandy rh'cr-bcds, 
eta 


Crus grus 



a G. g. lilforU (320). 

Extralimtal. Breeds in Transbaikalia on Tard-nor (a 43*^0^^., 117‘'E.) 
and the Onon and Argun rivers; probably from the basin of the Ycniscy 
eastward. Winters in China, Hainan I., and N. India (Peters); Burma 
(Smythies). 

inCRATiON. No ringing data. Observations scanty but indicating arrival 
in NW. Pakistan in August-September directly overflying the Safed Koh 
Range of Afghanistan (r. 3800 m.) rather than its western shoulder which 
is ronsidcrably lower. Also large flocks overflying Kurram Valley, between 
3rd week February and end of March but rtirely halting (Rattray, WTutc- 
hcad). Enormous numbers (possibly mixed with Demoiselle cranes) in 
long succcsavc W’avy lines and echelons, one upon another, also commonly 
observed on northw’ard migration (SSE.-NNW.) flying at tremendous 
bdghts across the Great Rann of Kutch from the 2nd week of March, 
chiefly after forenoon when thermals a\-ailable. The concourse of birds 
spirals upwards on the currents to greater heights then breaks up into 
V-shaped echelons or w’avy diagonal lines, glides more or less horizontally 
for a mile or so, swirling up once more to r^ain height, and so on for as 
far as the c>’e can reach. Also recorded on northward migration in March 
through Baluchistan {Dclme-RadcUffc) and over Lahore (A. J. Currie). 
Passage in smaller lots continues through April to at least mid May in the 
northernmost areas; then recorded over Dharmsala and the Dhola Dhar 
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321. Blacdaxecked Cr^e. Gnu rogriaf/u Prxevalski 

Grvs mgrUoUis PrxevaUki, 1876, Mongol, i Strana Tamgut 2: 135 (Koko*nor) 
Baker, FBI No, 2036, VoL 6: 52 
Plate 7, fig. y - 

LOCAi. KAux. Kobmg (Ladakb). 

SEE. Sarus crane (323) 

ram CHARACTERS. A tall grey bird like the Common Crane (320) but 
with black head and neck, kxircs and entire crown naked and dull red 
instead of merely a nape patch. A small patch of w'faitc feathers bclo-^v and 
behind eye Instead of the broad white band dow’u side of neck. Drooping 
curving plumes concealing tail black conlra bro^smish grey in Common 
Crana Sexes alike; female slightly smaller. 

STATUS, DiSTRiB’imos’ and habitat. Rare and very’ restricted: T.ar^aV>i 
.(sumirfer); Apa Tani valley, Subatisiri Frontier Dh-ision, NEFA (winter), 
E. Bhutan (Biswas, Novembo’ 1973). Aficcts high-altitude lake environs in 
Tibetan Plateau facies (r. 4300 to 4600 metres) in summer; open fallow 
paddyfields and swampy land (c. 1500 m. alt) in wdntcr. No other records 
within our limits. 

Extralimilcl. ‘ Breeds about the lakes of high central Asia from T-acbikh 
to Koko-nor. Recorded in ^vintc^ from Yunnan and TonHn ( =; N. Viet- 
nam)* — ^Peters. 

^ORATION. * EvTry' year (from time immemorial vide the local inhabi- 
tants) a fiodr \*arying between 20 and 40 birds arrives in the Apa Tani \’alley 
about mid-No\’cmbcr and leaves again in a body about the end of February’ * 
(F. N. Betts, 1954, JBNHS 52: 605). 

OEKERAL HABrrs. Reported to be very’ sedentary in the Apa Tam >’allcy, 
never leaving its confines. Not molested by the local inhabitants and im- 
afraid of them, but excessively shy of anyone not in tribal dress. The birds 
become restless before outward migration in February’-March then suddenly 
bursting into choruses of trumpeting while feeding, first one bird then another, 
also startii^ to prance and caper. 

rooD. Only fallen grain recorded, but presumably as Common Crane’s. 

VOICE and cAiis. Loud and trumpet-likc, resembling the Sarts Crane’s 
but somewhat higher in pitch. 

Courtship of same pattern as the Sarus’s and other cranes’ 
consisting of mutual bowing, prandng, leaping, pasturing and trumpeting 
(see under 323). Season, chiefly May-July. Putative localities in Ladakh 
mentioned by B. B. Osmaston Tro Kar and Tso Moriri (c. 4600 m. alt.) 
and siAr'amps near Shushal (c. 4300 m.) in w’luch nrighbourhoods pairs wTre 
observed in su mm er, and tw’o old nests found by’ hicinertehagen. According 
to local Ladakfus, vide Mcinertzhagen, the birds arrive in their breeding 
haunts r. last week in May, and Ica\'e again c. October. a huge and 
deep pad of vegetation on marshy ground. In the hlanasarcAvar region of 
W, 'Hbet SA found a firesh egg laid directly on a sp>ong^’ giass-co\'crcd semi- 
fioating hump or * islet * in a treacherous bog, 25 June. £giSt 2 in a normal 
dutch, gr een ish grcj’ or oli\’c-grcy’ with faint crude splodges of reddish 
bfcnvn all o\'er, denser at the broad cad. A%*crage size of 12 eggs lOI *2 X 
64*1 mm. (Baker). Incubation period xmknosNTi. 

Mesroy Diaonqss. For details of phrmage see Baker, loc. cit. 
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Range (f. 4600 m.). Earliest dates recorded in 8 years for incoming migrants 
overflying the Salt Range in Rawalpindi dist., 15 August; average 25 
August (Waite). 

GENERAL HABITS. In its wintCT quaitcrs keeps in large flocks often of 
several hundred strong, cither by its^ or in assodation with the Demoiselle 
(326) of very similar status and habits. The birds spend the ivarmcr parts 
of the day, and all night, massed together on open sandbanks of rivers, 
preening themselves or standing on one leg with neck twisted round and 
head nestling in the feathers of the back. But there arc always a number of 
sentinels ce^elessly keeping vigil who sound the alert on the least suspicion, 
so that despite the sleepy spectadc a gathering preents it is impostiblc to 
take the birds by surprisa The din of a great c»ncourse taking to the air 
on alarm, accompanied by the high-pitched calls in \'arying keys, has been 
w'cll likened to the distant roar of the sea. From this safe refuge the fioda 
fly out morning and ci’cning to cultivation within easy readi and do 
havoc to ncw’ly sown and ripening oops especially wh^t and gram. They 
fly in wide V-fonnation with neck and legs outstretched and heavy flapping 
of the broad wings punctuated with glides. 

The birds circle ovet: the feeding ground before alighting to make 
sure that tlic coast is dear, volplaning down in half spirals with legs 
dangling, as in a vulture arriving at a carcase, and braking %igorously to 
land. 

The keor^ ranks high as a sporting bird both for its delicate flesh and for 
the sHU, patience and bard work entailed in drcumi’cnting iL 

FOOD. Chiefly vegetarian. Shoots of grass and cereal crops, tubers, 
grain, insects and small rutiles. Particularly fond of the young pods of 
arhar dal (Ceftnar mRrus), and of groundnut (Araefds fypogaea) whidi is 
, vigorously dug out of the soB. Ssdd to do great damage to watermdons 
grown in the dry river-beds in the Punjab, jabbing into them with the 
pmnted bill. 

VOICE and calls. A loud, sonorous high-pitched trumpeting krook-krook 
carrying enormous distances. Uttered in varying keys and clearly audible 
CN’cn when the birds arc no more than tiny midges up in the sky. Along 
with the- honking of geese it is a sound that bears a peculiar exHlaration 
for the sportsman’s ear. 

BREEDiNo. ExtralhnitaL Seosat, May-Juna Jiest, an tmtidy heap of 
vegetable matter in a swamp. Eggs, tw’o, greyish olive to gr ew ihh brown. 

Musstnc DiAososa. For details of plumage tee Baker, loa dt; for a fuller account 
of the Kology of the very timilar, only somewhit darker noeoinate laeg, Wl&erby, 
1940, 4: 449-55. 

icxAsuanmns 

Wing BID Tarsus Tail 

(from feathen) 

c?9 533-608 105-118 225-258mm. 192-205inm. 

(Baker) 

Wd^t 9H5 Ih. (4.3-5-9 kg.) —Hume. 

ooLOuai or bare parts. Ir» orange-red to red-brown or crimson. Bill dingy 
green, paler and ydlowcr towards tip. Legs and feet hUck; soles paler and 
browner. 
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iVlng Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from fcathm) 

0^9 625-668 I24-I37 223-252 234-247 mm. 

(Batcr) 

COLOURS OF BAR£ PARTS. Iris >’eDow, BUI horny grc>’ or homy gr re n , more yellow 
towards the tip. Legs and feet black (F. Ludlow), 

322. Hooded Crane* Grus mcnccha Temminck 

Gras rtonaefia Temminck, 1835, PL coL, IhT, 94, pL 555 (Hokkaido and Korea) 
Baker. FBI No. 2035. VoL 6: 51 
Plate 7, fig. 11 

LOCAL KAUE. WoinwMl {=* like a Sarus — Manipur). 

SIZE. Considerably smaller than Sams; Danoisellc Crane Standing 
c. 90 cm. (3 ft) high. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An clcgaut dark slaty grey crane with distinctive 
white head and about three-quarters of the neck — the * hood *. Lores, 
forehead and forccrown naked, the last red (brighter in breeding season), 
ove^g^o^\^l with black bristly feathers. Sexes alika 

In the distance the white head and brown-toned upperparts arc striking 
features. 

' Y o ung (immature). Paler grc>’. Head well cos’cred with bristly feathers: 
whitish on forehead with a black patch on cither side, grey with black shafts 
on crown, black on lores. 

STATUS, dbtributio.s* Rod HABITAT. Vagrant, Only one definite record 
within our limits: a young bird shot in North Cachar (December 1899) 


Grus monochcr 
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by Bake? who saw sc\’cfal other examples on two occasions on the Subamiri 
river, N. Lakhimpur district, Assam (NEFA). Apparently ssintcr \asitor to 
Afanjpur in small numbers (Hig^tis) but ia occurrence and status there 
need confirming. * , 

ExtreliTTatcl. Breeding range not definitely kno%\-n. Recorded with 
uncertain status in SE. Siberia fi^im Lake Baikal to the Amur, south to 
N\V. Mongolia and Ussuriland; also in Korea and Japan. \N^teR in Chma 
south to the Vangtse Vallcj' (Peters). No reliable record as }'et from Burma. 

CEJfERAL HABITS. Haunts Open plains and marshes. Apparently not 
numerous an)-.vhcrc, and keeping only in small parties even when migrating. 

rooD, VOICE and calls. Nothing specifically recorded as different from 
other cranes, c.g. 320. 

BREEDING. Extralimital and very little knomi. 

Muszusi Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

MEA5UREMEKTS 

WTng Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

0^9 510-545 92-110 20S-220 153-180 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. * Iris ycUow. BUI gTccmsh tinged srith red to\vards the 
base. Legs and feet dull reddish ' (BbTh); homy black (Harterl), 

Grcs AtmooNE (linnaeus) 

Key to riie Snbspeoes 

A white collar, G. c. cntig<me 

No white collar G. c. skarpii 

323, Indian Sams Crane, Gnu entigoM anligoru (Linnaeus) 

Ardea Aniigone Linnaeus, 1758, Sjtl Nat., ed. 10, t: 142 (Asia = Farther India, 
as restricted b>' Hartert, 1921) 

Baker, FBI No. 2038, Vol. 6: 53 
Plate 7, fig.. 7 

LOCAL KAUES. iehtf (Hindi); (Assam). 

SIZE. Vulture +; st^ding the height of a man to top of head, c, 156 cm. 
(5 ft) 

FELD CHARACTERS. The largest of our Indian cranes. A huge long- 
J^cd, long-necked grey bird irith naked red head and upper neck, Sc.tcs 
alike; female sh'ghtly smaller. 

Young (immature). Rather broivnish grc)' overall, with the whole 
head and neck covered with short rusty buff or cinnamon-browTi feathers. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, 'DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, moving locally with 
condidons of drought and flood, throughout the northern parts of the 
subcontinent south of the Himalayas (including Nepal terai), from Sind 
and Punjab eastward through Uttar Pradesh, BUiar and northern Bengal 
(duan) to \V. Assam. Has been seen in K^hmir Valley, c. 1700 ta,-^ 
(A. E. Ward, 1907, JBNHS 17: 945). This is about the highest elevation 
recorded thodgh in suitable places up to c, 1650 m. below Dhannsala it is 
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apparently more fi^uent (Kingston, 1921, JBNHS 27: 571). South through 
eastern Rajasthan, Gujarat and northern Madh)'a Pradesh, difibnrj 
dccrcasingly south to a diagonal line roughly from Surat (r. 21*N.) ca 
the w'cst to the Godavari ddta (c. 16^30^.) on the cast. Most numcroa 
in Gujarat, eastern Rajasthan, and the Gangetic Plain — almost ci-ny. 
where protected by popular sentiment Affects open cultivated well-watcrd 
plains, marshland, and jhccis. 

GENERAL HABITS, Normally seen in pairs; sometimes family 
consisting of parents with one, or riv'o, young of the previous brood. At 
certain seasons, c.g. late winter, also in loose congregations of 60 to 70, 
or more (once c, 150), adults and adolescent young. These congrcgadocj, 
attended by a great deal of trumpeting, prancing, and mutual dhplaj-, vt 
more soda! * gatherings of the clan * than integrated flocks, pairs and parda 
breaking atvay from time to time for their normal avocations. The bird 
rises off the ground rather heavily but w’hcn well launched flies stronglr 
with powerful rhythmic strokes of the broad splayed t\ings. Usual!)- orfj* 
short commuting flights betiveen the feeding ground and the midday 
resting place on the edge of some jheci or river, and at seldom more lhaa 
treetop height, but on rare occasions as if to prove the rule the birds nil] 
soar and cirdc aloft in the heavens just like migrator)' cranes, apparcody 
with no object other tlian for fun. Sarus pair for life; the fdthfuinca ard 
devotion of the couple to each other have become legendary in India, and 
popular sentiment is responsible for the universal protection tvluch the bird 
enjoys. It is sddom molested by the local inhabitants and, contrar)* to its 
migratory congeners, exhibits surprising tameness everywhere. 

FOOD. Perhaps less v^ctarian than our other cranes. Largdy a fisb* 
eater depending on availability. Otlier animal items include crustaceans, 
frogs, Ifrm'ds, locusts, grasshoppers and other large insects. Vegetarin 
items: grain gleaned in the stubbles, tubers and corms of aquatic and manb 
plants, green shoots of grasses and cereals, groundnut pods, etc. Occasionally 
does considerable local damage to newly sown crops. 

VOICE and calls. A very loud sonorous far-carrying trumpeting, usually 
as a duet by paired birds, both from the ground and on the wing. As soon 
as one bird starts its mate invariably anssvers and joins in. The duetting b 
uttered ivith neck fully upstrctched by both birds, bills pointing to the sby, 
body feathers fluffed and shuffled, and kept up for half a minute or more. 
The scr\’c variously as a display of affection between the pair, an 
alarm-signal and w’aming, a greeting, a summons for help, and as a 
of maintmning contact between distant pairs. They may be heard during 
the night as well as in da)'time. 

BREEDING. Courtship display during breeding season exceedingly 
animated, spectacular and also somewhat ludicrous; mutually performed 
like the duetting, though female sometimes Jess active. The male uwally 
gives the cue by suddenly flicking his wings half open, bowing, » 
little leap, dipping and pumping his forepart up and down, growing up 
his head and trumpeting loudly. This invitation to dance is prorapdy 
taken up by the female. For the next two or three minutes the hm ^ 
go through a bout of vigorous curtseying, prancing, capenng and wilmy 
leaping at, around, and away from each other as if completely demented, 
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duetting all the time. In the midst of all this activity the female some- 
times crouches inritingly, legs partly flexed, and copulation takes place, 
hiorc often, however, the dance dies doivn as it began, the birds presently 
resuming their normal activities. Season^ ranges overall from July to 
December and even to March, but chiefly during the four monsoon months 
ending October. AVr/, a huge pile of reeds, rushes, and straw', about a 
metre in diameter at the top, placed on a bund in the midst of flcx>dcd 
paddj'ficlds, or on a hummock islanded in a swmnp or jheel. Eggs, normally 
2, greenish- or pinkish \vhitc in colour, sometimes spotted and blotched 
with brow-n or purple; inner membrane bright orange. Average size of 
100 eggs 104*4 X 64-3 mm. (Baker). Ncst-building, incubation and care 
of young shared by both sexes, though male chiefly does the watch and 
ward. Period 28 day's (Aliporc Zoo. Lahiri, JBNHS 53: 131). The Mogul 
emperor Jahangir (reigned a,d. 1605—27), whose hfemoirs contain some 
remarkably accurate observations on the Sarus, gives the interval between 
laying of 2 eggs as 48 hours, and incubation period as 34 da\-s (sec Salim 
Ali, JBNHS 32 : 57-60). 

Post-natal imprinting of rital commands on a novly hatched chick 
described by Sdlim Ali (JBNHS 55: 166-^). Before learing nest on suspicious 
approach of a human, the brooding parent sounded the alert — a short, 
subdued, staccato Aer-r-r, obviously also a command to the hatchUng to 
freeze. On chick continuing to fidget and cheep, parent stalked back to nest, 
repeated the Aer-r-r note, at the same time administering a gentle peck to 
the cliick. Upon this the chick immediately stopped cheeping and froze. 
In another pair of Sarus, flanking on cither side and leading away a pair of 
older downy chicks from suspected danger, the same Ljr-r-r command w-as 
given by a parent as soon as suitable marshy land and cover were gained, 
resulting in magical disappearance of the chicks. After careful search one 
chick discovered lying doggo half submerged in a puddle at the base of a 
grass tussock whBc one of the parents gave the ‘ broken-wing* distraction 
display, interpolating its agitated tnimj^ting with Aor-r-r note commanding 
llic chicks to continue lying doggo. 

Mcszuif Diagnosis. For details of plumage lec Baker, loc. dt. 

Chick (in down). Entirely coir^. Abcr^, head, neck (and throat) pale 
isabclUne; from base of hindncck two broad lino of dark brown, endoaing a prier 
brown median stripe, run to tail; a large huffish spot opposite base of each 
wing; wings dnnamon-brown, tip huffish white. Beleze, lower neck, sides of breast 
and belly, vent and tliighs darker isabclline; centre of breast and belly white 
(Ticchurst). 

HZASrUZilT-VTS 

\Ving Bill Tarsus 4 Tail 

'■ (from feathers) 

670-685 172-182 r. 310-333 255-263 mm. 

9 9 625-645 _ 


(Baker) 

kVeight 15 Ib, 1 oz. to 1 7 lb. 6 cz. (r, 6*80-8 kg.) — Hume. 

COLOURS 07 BARE FARTS. Irii Orange, Bill pale greenish homy wsth dark 
Bare sHn of crown and lores ashy gree n ; papsDosc skin of head and neck orange-red, 
deeper and brighter in breeding season. Legs and feet fleshy red to red. 


324. Burmese Sams. Grus antigone sharpn Blanford 

Gnu (Antigone) rAarAfi Blanford, 1895, Bull, Brit. Om. Cl. 5: 7 (Btinna) 
Baker, FBI No. 2039. Vol. 6: 56 
local names. Khur sang (Assam); iVoimt, iVoinsreit (^(arupur), 

SIZE. As of 323; standing the height of a man. , 

FIELD cHAR.\CTERs. As foF Indian Sarus (323), q-v. See Key to 
Subspecies. . 

STATUS, DCTRiBimo.v and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. Assam 
district (c, 91-92®E.), south to Manipur. Affects the neighbour 
lakes, sw'amps and large rivers. c„,r;nriv 

Extralimital. Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, \ ictnam. p S 
recorded from northern Malay Peninsula (Pcrlis and Per^). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in ihc Indian ra , 
much shier and tvildcr evcry\s*hcrc due to lack of scntimcnlm cc i • 

BREEDING, ^fojon, July-ScptembcF. and eggi as in 323- Average 
of 15 eggs 102*5 X 64*9 mm. (Baker). _ - v njt 

Museum Diagnosis. Plumage overall darker Chan in the Indian b 
of white feathers at base of neck. Inner secondaries practically same oo our is 
measurements. Wing 9 600-675 mm. (Baker). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 323. 


325. Siberian or Great White Crane. Grvs levcogeranuJ PalUs ^ 
CVicr IxacoQeranus Pallas, 1773, Rcisc Rusi. Reichs 2: 7J4 (Swamp* bordering 
Ischim, Irt>xh, and Ob rivers) 

Baker, FBI No. 2037, Vol. 6: 53 
Plate 7. fig. 6 

LOCAL names. Kate khar (NVVl Pakistan); TirtW, CHm kiMng (Uttir Prado^-' 
Bvnranh (Bihar), Alternative English name * Snow-wreath *. 1 f\ to 15P 

SIZE. Common Crane (320) i. Standing e, 140 cm. (f* 4i 0 
of head. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An exquisitely beautiful snow-white 
naied red^h lace; inunaculate, like egret, at rest, shomng 
quills in flight. On a cursory distant t-iew could be mbtaken in 
White Stork (63), q.v, Sexca alike. . 

Young (immature). kVhoIe head and face feathered 
rufous; rest of plumage white tinged and dappled with ciimamoa- ^ 

STATUS, ntsTRmuTio.v and haditat. Uncommon and sparse bat 
winter sisitor chiefly to NkV. Pakistan and N. India, straggling ^ 
Uainagar 24'23’N., 85»39'E. — Inglis) where apparently ^ 

mlrihiiars (professional birdcatchers) as hnvmch. Recorded once as W 
as ilic Nagpnr area in Madhya Pradesh (c. aUN., 79'®- — 

Selective and faithful to specific wantcring grounds, among its 
regular haunts ^ing P>-agpur jhccl (Uttar Pradesh) and 
Bharatpur (Rajasthan). Two small parties of stragglers FCCordra^^ 
Larkana and E. Xarra districts, Sind, and also the Delhi neghbeu-*- 
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(Najafgarh jhccl) — Hume, c. 1875. Affects only open jhecls and swamps, 
not cultivated fields like Common and Demoiselle cranes. 



ExtralimxUil, Breeds locally in SE. Russia and in Siberia, south to Turgaij 
the upper Ob, N. Turkestan, Transbaikalia, and Ussuriland. Winters also 
in China. 

MIGRATION. Arrives in NW. Paldstan between middle and end October 
— occasionally somewhat earlier; in its easterly and more southerly haunts 
seldom before late November or early December. Leaves again end March 
or early April, but observed (presumably this spedes) migrating northward 
high over the Himalayas in Chamba (Himachal Pradesh) c. 1000 metres 
above observers level e. 4400 m. as late as May (Donald, JBNHS 5 1 1 270). 

GENERAL HABITS. Mct With in family parties of 3 or 4, or small flocks of 
12-15 birds. Larger gatherings in some years at favourite wintering places, 
e.g. Keoladeo Ghana where largest flock observed of about 72. More 
addicted than other cranes to wading and resting in shallow water, 
and feeding with head submerged. Docs not raid winter crops like wheal 
and gram. Usually wild and wary, but where unpcrsecuted becomes 
comparatively trustful. 

POOD. More or less exclusively vegetarian; largely bulbs, corms, shoots 
and seeds of aquatic plants with which considerable quantities of coarse 
grit are swallowed. 

VOICE and calls. A pleasant, soft, musical koonk^kaonk uttered chiefly 
in flight. According to Baker ‘ their call has been syllabified as kaukkur 
rapidly but rather softly repeated *, Wc have not heard any call answering '■ 
to this description. 
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BREEDING. Extralitpital and little known. Season, c. June. Nest and eggs 
said to be indistinguishableTrom those of the Common Crane (320). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Charactcis. 

Chick (in down) — captivity bred. ‘ Entirely co%’cred. Underparts dirty bu^ 
brily white. Head and neck dark isabellme; creamy streak on each scapular, rest 
of uppciparts pale riiestnut, darker on mid dorsum * (Ticdiunl). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

» (from feathers) 

5m} 27^285 205-218 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris Creamy golden yellow. Naked «lnn of head reddish. 
Bni: cuhnen to nostril dusky orange-brown, rest of bOl dusky pinkish flesh. Legs and 
feet flesh pink; claws homy brown. 

Genus Anthropoides Vieillot 

AnShropoides Viefllot, 1816, Analjw: 59. Type, by monotypy, Danciselle of Buffon = 
Ardsa vhgo Linnaeus 

Bni and legs proportionately shorter than in Gnu. Head fully feathered. A tuft 
of long white plumes springing from behind ear-coverts. Feathers of lower neck 
long and lanceolate; inner secondaries much lengthened and pointed but not db- 
integrated as in Gnu. 

326. Deznoiaelle Crane. Anthropoides xnrgo (Linnaeus) 

Ardea vtrgo Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat, cd. 10, 1 : 141 (* In Oriente * = India) 
Baker, FM No. 2040, Voh 6: 57 
Plate 7, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. Korkdrd (Hindi); Gkenlo (Nepal); Kdfkudus (Marathi); Kdrkdro 
(Gujarati); ICocnj (Sind, Kutch); Kuldm, Kuldng (Deccan); Ktara (Bihar); Gerdra 
(Orissa); JVeda koraka (Telugu); Karkoneha (Kazmada). 

SIZE. Sanis — ; standing c. 76 cm. (2^ ft) to top of head. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dainty little grey crane with black head and neck 
and conspicuous white car-tufts behind eyes. Black feathers of lower neck 
long, pointed, .and falling over breast. Elongated sickle-shaped brownish 
grey secondaries drooping over tail. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Like adult but with head wholly grey instead of 
the crown only. Black of neck bTo^vne^ behind, more grey in front with no 
apron of lengthened pliuncs on breast. Drooping grey secondaries shorter, 
only slightly overhanging tail. 

status, DunuBunoN and habitat. Winter visitor. Commonest and 
most abundant in the northwestern and .west-central portions of the sub- 
continent diffusing eastward, occasionally to Bhutan, Assam and East Pakistan 
(not common cast of Bihar); southward more or less regularly to Mysore 
(generally rare south of e. 16T^.), Its winter quarters and migration dates 
and routes largely overlap those of the Common Crane (320), the two 
species usually found in association, and seldom reliably differentiated by 
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observen. Winter visitor also to Nepal tcrai and dim, overflying the Valley 
on migration; occasionally making short halts. Affects fields of winter crops 
(especially, wheat and gram), paddy stubbles, sandy river-beds, and fiat 
open margins of jhcels and tanla. 


Anthropoides rrrgo 



Extralimital.^ Breeds in SE. Europe and the greater part of C. Asia, 
rionh to r. 60 , south to N. Mongolia, Also on the high plateaux of Algeria, 

Na«, and Ethiopia; Iikm™e 

Middle East, India, Burma and China. 

MCRA-nos. No ringing data. See under Common Crane (320). Observa- 
uons on the two spedes combined omng to unreiiabiUty of discrete idenri- 
Bcauons R(^ar autumn migration over Kohat (N^V. Pakistan) commences 
^nctu^y between 25 and 27 August Earliest arrival date in Mysore 20 
December; latest departure 5 March. 

C&-ERAL HABITS. As of 320, q.v. \Tsit5 the subcontinent in colossal 
numlxrs. One t>T3ical large feeding flock in the Punjab (apparentlv mixed 
with ^mmon Crane) described as a broad band of birds about ij miles 
bunched together on alarm they looked like a pebbly beach 
e. 500 X 100 yards (A. A. Phillips, quoted by 'Whisder). Feeds in the 
mormngs and late afternoons in newiy sa-wn or stubble flelds of wheat, 
gram, and paddy; also ripening cereal crops. Spends the rest of the day and 
t lazing on open sandbanks in large rivers or the margins of jhcels. 
uncannily rigilant and dilHcult to circumvent srithout ruse, but 
'c the Common Crane excellent for the table and kccniv sought after by 
sportsmen. 

FOOD. As in 320. The large quantity of wheat, gram, and paddy usually 
found crammed in stomachs of specimens shot, e^•en though partly gleaned 
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in stubbles, indicates the magnitude of the damage to cereal crops that 
cranes in their hundred thousands must annually cause. 

VOICE and calls. Sonoroiis high-pitched hook-krook like Common 
Crane’s but somcw’hat softer. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. On their breeding grounds pairs said to assemble 
into large congr^ations morning and evening and go through elaborate 
communal display or dances consisting of vigorous bowing, leaping, and 
sprinting around with car-tufts and breast-plumes raised. Season, May to 
July. Nest etc. as in other cranes; eggs also 2, greenish- or yellowish grey, 
sparsely blotched with reddish brown and grey. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from feathers) 

d'9 450-530 65-70 170-137 I65-I82mni. 

(Baker) 

Wei^t c? 9 5 Ib. to 6J Ib. (e. 2*25-3 Ig.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iiis fcd-brown to crimson or red. Bill pale gr e e ni s h 
with red tip. Legs and feet black. 


Family Rallidae: Rails, Coots* 

(For morphology see Stresemann, 1927-34, Aves: 763-5; Baker, 1929, 
Wtherby, 1941, 5: 173-4; Van T>'ne & Berger. 1959 : 431) 

Key to the Genera 

A BUI from gape as long as, or longer than, the tarsus Relbis 

B Bill from gape much shorter than tarsus 1 

1 Frontal shield absent or only slightly de%'eloped a 

Frontal shield well developed - 1* 

a Second quill longest; first between fifth and seventh. I 

Third to sixth qtiiU longest; first shorter tha n d^th. ....... ....H 

I Tarsus longer than middle toe without claw .Crtx 

Tarsus as long as or shorter than middle toe without claw. ... 

PoTzata 

II Tarsus longer than middle toe without claw. Plumage banded 

below.. 

Tarsus as long as or shorter than nuddic loc without daw. 

Pliimagc not banded below. .Ammjonds 

b Toes with membranous fringe divided into con-vex lobes. Plumage 

black or blackish grey Ftdtca 

No lobale fringe on tees 

III Phnnage blue; finntal shidd truncate behind Porphyrrio 

Plumage not blue; frontal shield not truncated behind a* 

a* Toes with a narrow* straight-edged lateral fringe. Sexes alike 

GeSesda 

Toes without any fringe. Sexes differing GcUicrex 


6: 3; 
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Genus Rallos Linnaeus 

p.r/-r Unnaeta, 1758, Syjt. Nxt, ed. 10, 1 : 153. T>-pe, by suhicquat dagnation, 
Pdhu e^vstina Linnaeus 


• See .Appendix 
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Hjpotnenidia Rachextbach, 1852, Av. S>*5t. Nat.: 23. Type, by origmal designation, 
BjiUus pectoralis * Cuvier * not RelliU pectoralis Tcmminck = Hjpolaerdiia flartra/tx 
Pclicln 

Wing fbort; Ut primary (as.) between 6tli and 8lh £n lengtbj 2nd primary usually 
longest. Tail shorter than half length of vdng. Nostril linear, placed in an elongate 
groo v e *on each side of mandible. Feathers of forehead bristly or slightly stiffened. 
Tarsus slender, usually shorter than middle toe witlj claw. Toes, long, slender, free. 
The genus b widely distributed in the Palacarctic, Oriental fi: Australasian regions. 

Key to the Species 


Page 

Bill slender. No white markings on back R. aqua^eus 149 

Bill stouter. Back marked with black bars or spots R, sbiatut 152 

Rallus ACiUATicus Linnacus 
Key to the Subspecies 

Darker above and below R. a. xndicus 

Lighter above and below. . . a R* o. kor^ewi 


327. Turkestan Water RaiL Rallus agualtcus korgewi Zarudny 
Rallta aquatietts korgewi ZarxidnYf 1905, Om. Monatsb. 13:209 (Northern Turkestan, 
Buchara, Transcaspia and east Persia) 

Baker, FBI No. 2007, Vol. 6: 6 
Plate 36, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. None fccordcd. 

SIZE. Grey Partridge — ; length c. 28 cm. (11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A partridgc-likc bird somewhat slenderer and longer 
le^ed, found in reedy marshes ; resembling also a small all-brown moorhen. 
Above, greyish olive-brown boldly streaked with black. Below, chin and throat 
white; sides of head, neck, and breast pale slaty grey; flanks barred blade 
and white. The comparatively long and slender orange-red bill immediately 
distinguishes it from other rails. Sexes alike. See Key to the Subspecies. 

Young (immature). Above, much more definitely barred with white 
on fhe wing-coverts. Below, with broader pale rufcscent edges to the feathers. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and breeding in Kashmir ' 
and Ladakh ( ?) ; straggling south in winter as far at least as Madhya Pradesh 
(Sehorc). Common in Kashmir Valley (r, 1500 m.) on all extensive jhccls — 
Hokarsar, Anchar, and others. Owing to paucity of spedmens and depend- 
able sight records, status of the two races in our area remains uncertain. 
Affects reedy marshes. 

Extralimital. ‘ Known to breed in Transcaspia, eastern Persia, Turkestan, 
Zaidam, Kashmir and Ladakh. Winters in NW. India and E. China, casually 
elsewhere * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly Or in pairs to swampy reed-beds, inun- 
dated sugarcane fields, etc,, venturing out to feed at the edge in the early 
morning and dusk, and in cloudy drizzly weather. Walks about with upright 
carriage and high-stepping gait, tail partly cocked and jerked up from time 
to time as in Moorhen. But an inveterate skulker, vmobtmsive and shy, 
scuttling into cover on the least suspicion, legs flexed and with lower^ 
head and tail. Difficult to see and even more to flush, thus possibly much 
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1 R. a. aqvaticus (RE), a R. a. kor^ewt (327). 3 R. a. indieus (328). 

commoner in appropriate habitats than it appears to be. When suddenly 
come upon, flutters up feebly, flying with dangling legs just above the tall 
reeds for a few metres and dropping into cover again. But is capable of 
strong sustained flight over long .distances when on migration. Swimi 
jerkily for short dis^ces like Moorhen, with frequent twitches of tail. 

FOOD. Small freshwater snails complete with shells, slugs, worms, and 
msccts. Also vegetable matter, e.g. shoots and seeds of grasses and marsh 
plants, and occasionally paddy. ^ 

VOICE and calls. Chiefly heard at early dawn and late into the dusk ~ 
a ciudous * scream * rcmimsccnt of the squealing of * a small pig in trouble * 
(B. B. Osmaston). Other calls difficult to flx when issuing from within thi^ 
rced-beds tenanted by several spedcs of rails and others, with the producers 
in hiding. 

BREEDiNO. Season, in Kashmir Valley (c, 1500 m. elevation) late May 
to early August. JViut, an unlincd pad of loosely put-togelhcr dry rushes, 
aqimtic weeds, and grass, usually well concealed in herbage in a swamp a 
few inches above water. Eggs, normally 5-8 (once 10), glossy broad ovals, 
pale creamy to svarm buff faintly tinged with green, flecked and blotched 
with pale reddish brown or purple-brown, and secondary markings of 
lavender or pinky grey. Average size of 50 Kashmir eggs 36*2x25‘9 mm. 
(Baker). Both sexes partake in ncst-building and incubation; female’s 
share greater. Incubation period recorded elsewhere (for nominate race) 
19-20 days (Witherby). 

Museum Diaonoso. Similar to Indian Water Rail (328) but paler and more 
grey above and below. Brown cyc-stripe faint or absent behind the eye. 

Chick (in down). Velvety black all over. 


RAILS, COOTS 
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MEASUREMENTS. Wing o' cf 128-136 mm.; 9 9 ll&-I26mra, (Baker). 
cxiLOURs OP BARE PARTS. Irxs rcd-brown to brick-red. Bill: upper mandible 
dark brown with a stripe on the base bright orange-red to vennUion; base of lower 
mandible also red but paler, the terminal third grey to dark homy brown. Legs 
and feet fleshy pink to browny pink. 

328. Indian Water RaiL Rallus aquaiictu indieus Blyth 
Rallus indieus Blyth, 1849, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18(2): 820 
(Lower Bengal and India generally) 

Baker, FBI No. 2006, Vol 6; 4 
LOCAL NAME. AmbukuJtkut (Bengal). 

SIZE- Grey Partridge — ; length c. 28 cm. (11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As fot 327, q.v. Scc Kcy to the Subspecies. 
status, distribution and habitat. Winter visitor to eastern Nepal tcrai 
(JBNHS 65: 327) and Kathmandu Valley; Bengal south to Calcutta, Bangla- 
desh and N£. India. 



JExtraltmital. ‘ Breeds in E. Siberia from the Ifrna cast to Amur and 
XJssuriland, south to Transbaikalia, Chihili, and Korea; Japanese Islands 
from Sakhalin to Kyushu. Winters in E. Bengal, Assam, Burma, SE. China * 
(Peters). Burma (Smythics). 

iflORATioN. Nothing recorded bc^’ond Baker’s statement that ‘ On 
their first appearance in India these birds arc often so exhausted as to allow 
themselves to be captured by hand without attempting to move *. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and GALLS. As in 327. 

BREEDINO. Extralimital. Season, May-Junc. Jiest and eggs as in 327. 

Muieum Diacnqszs. Differs from Turkestan race (327) in being darker olive- 
brown, less grey, above and bdow; distinct brownish wash on upper breast (p. dear 
grey); more white on throat (p. white largely lacking); brown .eyc-*tripc more pro- 
minent behind eye. From nominate cquaticus by paler brown edges to feathers ofup- 
perparts, paler and more brownish (p. more slaty grey) undeiparts, and a brown stripe 
through eye to car-coverts. For details of plumages of 71. a. equatiaa see Wtherby, 


1941,5:1967. 




UEASUKZMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tanui 

Tan 

d’t? I20-130 

4<M3 



op 1 10-122 

36-40 } 

• f. 40-45 

52-65 mm. 

(from feathers) 

For the noiruaate race tViiherby 


(Baker) 

d'd’’ 115-126 

37-44 

39-45 

50-60 mm. 

9 9 109-116 

COLOURS Of RARE PARTS. 

33-39 

As in 327. 

— 

— 



Rallus striatus Linnacus 
Key to the Subspedee 

Paler and smaller R.t.emami^ 

Darker and larger 71 s.obseunor 

329. Indian Blaebreasted Banded Rail. Rallus striatus elbiventer 
Swaipson • - 

Rallus elbiamter Swaiason, 1838, Animals in Menageries s 337 (India) 

Baker. FBI No. 2008, Vol 6: 7 
Plate 3B. fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Kdndn kozhi (TamH) ; Wadi kadi (Tclugu) ; KinnutikorowakA (Smhal*) ; 
'vitaSaippm (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge length T. 27 cm. (lOJ in.). 

field characters, a short-tailed marsh bird like tlic wattrhen, seen 
oilking amongst reeds etc. 

Male. Above, head and sides of neck rufous-chcstnut Rest of uppff- 
arts dark brown with irregular wavy white bands and spots. Below, cbm 

and throat white; forcncck and 

breast ashy blue. Abdomen and 

flanks blackish, conspicuously 
barred with white. The partly 
red bill, reddish eyes, and 
olive-grey legs arc further clues 
to its identity. 

Female, duller above and 
^ * whitish on belly. 

Young (immature). Feathers of back streaked mlh dark brown, the 
lite bars and spots absent or obsolete. Crown and neck rufous-brown freely 
taked rvith dark brown. 

rrATUs, msmniunoN and habitat. -Resident; moving about locally under 
ess of drought-flood. Kutch, Madhya Pradesh, eastern Nepal, Daijeeling, 
Ipaiguri duars, NE. India, ^uthward through Bangladesh and peni nsuy 
dia to Kerala ; from plains level to e. 1 300 m. Also Sri Banka. Affeep Tcmy 
amps and mangroves/margins of village tanks, inundated paddy cultivation, 

OEHERAt. HAErrs. Usually solitary or in pairs. Much commona «” 
ore widespread than apparent, but an inveterate skulker and thereioi 
sily overlooked. Walks about with an upright carriage and high^tcppln 
jt, bobbing bead and jerking stub tail at each step, but crouching M 
nking away into the reeds on the least alarm. The elongated toes oi» 
to trip lightly over floating vegetation in quest of food, flight ' 

ils, slow and laboured flapping, with the legs dangling behind. Swin 
ril and can even dive on occasion. , 

FOOD. Seeds and shoots of marsh plants, molluscs, crustacean*, gni 
arms, and insects. _ ^ , .t -i, 

VOICE and calls. Normally very silent. A rather 
ud whistled note * by one bird of a pair feeding together (Hume), on 
rking screams, not very loud.’ Also * a deep low note, probably m*Ic » 
idible only at very close range (Baker). 
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BREEnI^'G, Seascn, more or lc:s over its entire range (including Cc>don) 
Grom the break of idle rains in mid June to Scptcmbcr-Octobcr. a 
pad of matted weeds, reed stems and grass c. 20^25 cm. across placed on 
the ground or on the debris of brokcada^^’n reeds, well concealed amongst 
vegetation on the edge of a marsh. 5 to 7, and up to 9, cream to SNarm 

saimon-bufT in colour, smooth textured and with a fair gloss, handsomely 
blotched and spotted with reddish- or purplish-brow’n or deep red, more 
densely at the broad end. Average size of 200 eggs 33 • 7 X 25 ♦ 8 mm. (Baker). 
Both sexes partake in building the nest and incubadon. Period believed to 
be 39-22 daj-s. Courtship display nVr Baker of the normal rail pattern: 
the male approaches the female with drooping, quivering wings, the stub 
tail hcld-crcct and constantly flicked forward over the back, head held low 
and stretched out parallel to the ground. \Vhcn close to the female he stops 
and jerks himself upright on his iocs, spreads out his wings, and soon crouches 
again. Copuladon follo^vs if the female responds, othenvise the andcs are 
repeated. 

Meszuu Diackoss. For detaik of plumage sec Baker, loc, cit. 

UCASUaESfENlS 

\rmg Bfll Tama Tail 

(from feathers) 

c?9 108-131 31-34 34-37 38-41 mm. 

^ (Baker) 

Weight 3*6 to 5 oz. (c. 100-142 gm.) — Hume. 

oolOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris b'ght b^o^vn (in ^-oung birds) to Indian red (in 
adults). Bill: upper mandible and dp of lower horny brov-m to dark bro>%'n; lo^'cr 
mandible and commissure dull ^•ellowish red to Bright red. I-cgs and feet Qll%'c-grcy, 
olhT, or fleshy grey. 


330. An dam an Blaebreasted Banded Rail. Rellus slriahis obsevrior 
(Hume) 

Bypoiasraiia cbxcmon Hume, 1874, Stray Feathers 2: 302 (Andaman Islands) 
RnUux Sfriaius mcoBarmiis Abdulali, 1965, JBNHS 63 : 420 
(Nancowri, central Nicobais) 

Baker, FBI No. 2009, ■*’jh 6: 9 '' 

LOCAL KAsccs. Konc recorded. 

. SIZE. Same as 329; Grey Partridge — . 

FiEii) CHARACTERS. As for 329, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies. 

ETATUs, nsnuBunoN’ and habitat. Resident and common in both the 
Andaman and Nicobar groups of islands. Affects forest, marshy meadows, 
reedy svramps and paddylands. 

CEHERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of 329, q.v. Also a great 
skulker and adept at hiding itself, only rarely flushed, and then flying 
heavily with legs dangling. Utters a deep croak very like the note of BalUna 
ctman^ (333) — A. L. Butler. 

BREEDING. Season, more or less throughout the year, chiefly June to 
November, A'erf, a pad of dr^' grass on s^^•ampy ground, usually Avell con- 
cealed in thick grass or herbage, or in jungle (A. L. Butler, B. B, Osmaston). 


normally 6, sometimes 7* or 8, slightly glossed, pinkish stone-colour 
or dun, spotted and blotched cliicfly at the broad end 4sith reddish brown 
or bright chestnut and sccondaiy greyish markings. Average size of 150 
eggs 36*0 X 27-5 nun. (Baker). 

Mcseum Diackoso. Differs from the Indian race (329) in being darker and 
larger- Abn< much blacker ; helozv, chin and throat much less white; breast deep er 

Chick (in dow-n). All black. Iris greyish brmsTi; bill blackish; legs and feet 
dark brown. The first feathers to appear arc the grej’ feathers of the breast (A L. 
Butler). 

WEAsUREMENTs. 9 129-136; bni (from feathers) 33-35 mm. (Baker). 

cotouRS OP BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill Indian red, tips of both mandibles 
and whole culmcn deep homy brown. Legs and feet dark greenish homy (Davison). 


Genus Rallina G. R. Gray 

Ratline * Reichcnbach* «= G. R. Gray, 1846, Gen. Bds. 3; 595. T^pe, b)- original 
designation, Rellas fascictus Raffles 

Differs from Rellus in having a shorter bUl which is much shorter than middle 
toe, which again is shorter than the tarsus. Wing rounded: 3rd primary (as.) longest. 
In ReUine camngi (333) secondaries slightly longer than primaries; in other species 
slightly shorter. 

The genus ranges from India and Cc^don to Australia; represented b^- three 
xpedcs within our limits. 


Kcj' to the Spedes 
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A Back and srings rufous-brown; culmcn 20 to 21 mm.; legs red 

■ R-Jasetaia 154 

B Back and svings olive-brown; culmcn 27 to 28 mm.; legs slaty 

R. evneonoides 155 

C Upper plumage deep ruddy-chestnut; culmcn 29 to 33 mm.; legs 

olh.'c-grccn R. eaenh^ 157 


331. hialayan or Redleggod Banded Crake- Rallina fasciaUt (Raffles) 

Rallus /aseiatas Raffles, 1822, Trans. linn. Soc. XxKsdon 13(2); 328 
(Benkulen, western Sumatra) 

Baker, FBI No. 2015. Vol. 6: 17 
Plate 36, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAUES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Between Quail and Partridge; length c. 23 cm. (9 in.). 

FIELD CHAitACTERs. A marsh-haunting ground bird like partridge, less 
plump and longer leg g ed. 

Male and Female: Whole head, neck, and breast drmaaion 
cliocolatc-browTi. Rest of upperparts rufous-brow-n. \Mng quills and coverts 
blackish tvith broad white ban. TJnderparts strikingly banded black and 
white. Readily distinguished from ver^' similar Banded Crake (332) by coral 
red (p. slaty) legs. 
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Young (immature). Head and neck like back, nifous-brown. Breast 
pale dull brown; rest of underparts whitish obscurely barred with browm, 
STATUS, DirntiBtmoN and habitat. Status as resident or migratory, and 
to what extent, uncertain. Baker obtained it on several occasions in N, 
Cachar (c, 800 m. alt., Assam). No other Indian or E. Pakistan records. 
Affects reedy sivaraps and marshes ; also shrubbery bordering padd)’fields etc. 

‘ Burma south over the Malay Peninsula; Sumatra; Java; 
Borneo; Lesser Sunda Is,; Philippine Is. (Palawan, Balabac, Mindoro); 
Palau Is.; Moluccas (Halmahcra, Ba^an, Bum)" (Peters). 

GEiCERAL HABITS and FOOD. As of 327, and i^-pical of all and crakes. 
A skulker in marshy rccd-bcds and undcrgroivth, difficult to flush or obscn.’c, 
thus comparatively little kno^^^l. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDiKc. Extralimital. Unrecorded within our limits. Season, in Burma 
Ai^iKt-Scptcmbcr. J^'est and eggs similar to 332. 

Museum Diacrosb. For details of plumage see Baker, loc, cit, 
heasuremekts 

Bill Tarsus Tall 

(fium feathers) 

d’9 118-131 20-21 — 49-51 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS or bare parts. Iris crimson or blood-red. Bill blackish, the base paler 
and tinged with greenish or plumbcous-slatc. Gape and orbital skin (fine ring 
roimd eye) crimson. Legs and feet coral red; daws slate. 

332. Indian or Slatylegged Banded Crake, Rallina ewnzonoides 
amauroptera (jerdon) 

^.(o/wua) rngrclmeata Hodgson, in Gray, G- R*, 1844, Zool. hlisc : 86 (Nepal). 
.Vpmm retdam, 

RdUiu superc^ieris Eyton, 1845, Ann. and Mag. NaL ICsL 16: 230 (Malacca)* 
RclUa supercUieris Vielllot, 1819, Nouv. Diet. HisL NaL 28: 565, 

Zoporraa fdgnlimata * Hodgs.* = G. R. Gray, 1846, CaL Bds, Nepal: 143 (Nepal) 
In s^TJon^Tny of Rellat superciliens Eyton, rjjrrjn istdsn. 

Rerzena emoioopina * Blyth ' «= Jerdon, 1864, Bds. India 3: 725 (Northern India) 
Baker. FBI No. 2014, VoL 6: 16 
Plate 36,' fig. 5 

local kames. Daohd Id (Cadiar); Amrirt* lerexaiJ {Si nh a l a) ; KerJn kSshi 
(Tamfl). 

SIZE. Between Quail and Partridge; length c. 25 cm. (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Confusingly Similar to 33 1 but with chin and throat 
pure white. Most readily distinguished from it by absence of white ban on 

'ring quills and coverts, and above 
all by 5lac>* (r, coral-red) leg*- 
Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) has upper- 
parts of head and neck dark olive- 
brown, concolorous with back. 
Sides of head and neck mo'^ ashy 
broira ; scapulars and wing-coverts 
with sparse white and black bars. 
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status, DBTRIBUT 30N and HABITAT. Rcridcnt and local migrant, found 
in well-w’ooded, w’cU-watcred tracts, epccially during the monsoon season, 
practically throughout our area, from NW. Pakistan to eastern Assam 
(including Nepal) and lo the extreme south of the Peninsula (Kerala, 
Rameswaram Island). Judging from its calls not uncommon, and locally 
c\*en numcrotis. Winter \isitor to Ceylon (Octobcr/Novcmbcr to hlartdi/ 
April). Affects a wide range of jungle habitats, plains and up to at least 
1600 metres clc\’atiDn in the Himalayas (Daijecling district) and peninsular 
Mlb — Western Ghats (Kbandala), BUigirirangans, hills of Kerala, Coorg 
and Mysore, and others. 

Extralimital. Burma, Malay Peninsula, Vietnam. 

incRATios. little known except that at certain times of year, especially 
at the commencement and end of the SW. monsoon, exhausted birds widely 
and commonly reported blundering into houses for refuge from gales, 
■while evidently on some sort of migratory passage. Arrives on the w'cst coast 
of Ceylon from India about October. 

CENTRAL HABITS. like othcT rails, partly nocturnal. Is shy and scuttles 
into thick cover on the slightest suspicion, with legs partly flexed and head 
and tail louvered. Konnally walks with a Wgh-slcpping gait and upright 
cairiagc, tail slightly ccxkcd and uritcdicd from time to time like Moorhen, 
and >Nings partly drooping at the sides. When flushed often flics up into a 
tree, perching on a branch seemingly quite at home. Swims short distances 
jerkily, also like Moorhen. 

FOOD. Animal and vegetable: molluscs, worms, insects, shoots and seeds 
of marsh plants. 

VOICE and calls. Chiefly heard at early dawn and late into the dusk, 
especially during the breeding season; also in dayrime in misty overcast 
weather. The following calls described: a cry rather like that of a domestic 
hen after laying an egg; a cry like the Paddy Bird’s (Ardeola grepix) when 
suddenly alarmed; a noise like krrrrr, pronounced in a subdued voice, when 
suspicious of danger (T. R. Bell). During breeding season bird aimves 
bird hidden in dense grass and scrub with a Eok note which * said through 
one’s nose is the exact sound * (C. M. Inglis). Calls persistently’ during night, 
mostly a double note kek-kek, ktk-kek, kek-hek, hek-kch, and so on, Uke the 
Spotted Scops Owl (Oto spilocephalvs) but much harsher (’tV. H. Matthews, 
in episi-). * A longdrumming croak krrrmjrx^-h'ca-kTaa-krca * (Mrs Lushing- 
ton, C^lon). A repeated hissing like a snake but deeper and more guttural 
(^V. H. Malthc^^'s); *a peculiar noise somewhat resembling the swearing 
of a cat * (B. B. O^aslon) — both (probably the same) by an incubauag 
bird when nest closely approached. 

BREEDUco. Season during the SW. monsoon, June to September, the 
months of hcaricst rainfall in the W’estern Ghats. Nests in the densest jungle 
as well as opener scrub, from plains IcN'cl to at least 1600 m. cIcT.’ation in the 
peninsular hilh. Also in the outer Himalay’as (Dchra Dun disL e. 750 m., 
Darjeeling disL, c. 1000 m.). an unddy pad of dead leaves and grasses 
and a few thin firigs, with a slight central depression. Placed in bamboo 
dumps, on m^es of tangled creepers, on lop of an o vci gro w n tree stump 
etc. up to a metre or so above ground, not ncwssarily in the ridnity of a 
swamp. Eg^s, 4 to 8, pale creamy white with a fair gloss. Average size of 
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100 eggs 28* I x20'0 mm. (Baker). Both sexes incubate and tend the young. 
Period unrecorded. The incubating bird displa>-s cxtraordjnar>' pluck and 
pugnacity, standing up and puffing out its plumage at approach of a hand, 
pecking vdciously at it, and repeating the process svithout Icaring (Osmaston). 

Museum Diacnoss- For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. 

Chick (in down). Velvety black all m-cr. 

KEASUREMEJOS 

\\'ing . Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

0^9 122-132 27-28 38-46 55-64 rmn. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris: adult crimson red; immature dull brown- Bill 
green; terminal half of upper mandible and tip of lower dark brown. Legs and feet: 
adult dull greenish plumbeous, plumbeous, or black; imm. greenish plumbeous. 

333. Andaman Banded Crake. Rallina cmningi (Blyth) 

Esnjzprji cerjnnp * Tytlcr * w Blyth,' 1663, Ibis: 119 (Andaman Is.; type from 
Port Canning) 

Baker, FBI No. 2016, VoL 6; 18 
Plate 36, fig. 12 

LOCAZ. KAMZS. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Grey Partridge 4-; Icngdi c. 34 cm. (13k in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. More or less as for Slatylegged Banded Crake 
(332), q.v., but larger. Differs from it also in being deep glossy ruddy chest- 
nut above and on breast (p. rufous-brown). No white on throat; bill pale 
green. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) has the chestnut parts duller. Lower parts dark 
grey with a chestnut tinge, narrowly band^ and streaked with dirty white 
instead of black broadly barred Tvith pure white as in adult (Butler). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION* and HABITAT, Resident; common. Andaman 
Islands. (Details of range not worked out. Apparently absent in the 
bars.) Affects manhy jungle. 

CENTRAL HABITS. Typical of the family. A great skulker in reeds and 
herbage on marshland; seldom seen but readily snared, thus proving its 
abundance (80 caught within 1 square mile !). * Carries itself high on the 
legs, head generally rather dra\N'n in, and feathers always more or less 
ruffled up to produce a very round and ball-Uke outline * (A, L, Butler). 
A peculiarity described by the same obscrv'cr needs confirming. ‘ In drink- 
ing they seemed to raise the head much less than most birds, drinking steadily 
for many seconds without lifting the bill at all.* 

FOOD. Small fish (?), molluscs, worms, insects (beetles, grasshoppers 
and caterpillars). I-aigc grasshoppers shaken about and battered before 
STS'allo\ring. 

VOICE and calls. ‘ A curious deep croak sounding something as if a 
man were trying to say kroop I krosp I with his mouth under \s'ater.* Alarm- 
note when a snared bird is approached ‘ a sharp chirk, chick *. When handled 
* sometimes utters a cry like that of a wounded rabbit * (A. L. Butler). 
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BREEDiN*c, Season so far recorded 'between June and August. vVext a collec- 
tion of gr^ and leaves at the foot of some big tree or under tangled under- 
growth in forest, not necessarily close to s\*atcr. Eggs, similar to those of 
Indian Banded Crake (332), larger, whiter and more glossy. Average size 
of 32 eggs 40'6 x30-8 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes in incubation, and 
period, unrecorded. 

Museum DiACxosn. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc oL 

Chick (in down). Rich chestnut, slightly greyish under the \%-mgs. Bill dusky 
oli\’c (Buder). 

MEASUREME.VTS. 9 kS'ing I51-I63; bin (from feathers) 29-33; tanus 56-62* 
lan 73-92 mm. (Bedeer). * 

COLOURS or BARE PARTE. Iris scarlct; in some mottled wTth tiny specks of gold 
round pupiL BDl bright apple-green, whitish at dp {‘ this green colour is so delicate 
that it pvex the bill, which is hard and strong, the appearance of being soft 
weak *). Legs and feet oli>*e-grccn (Butler). 

Genus Crex Bcchstcin 

Crex Bcchstcin, 1803, Om. Taschenb. DcutschL Th. 2: 336. Type, by monotypy 
and tautonymy, Crer pratensis Bcchstcin = Hallus crex Linnaeus 

Differs from other rail spedcs by its comparatively short, stout bill of which depth 
at base is equal to more than half length of culmcn. Tanus as long as middle toe 
wth claw, Wmg rather broad: Ist primary (as.) about equal to 5th or 6ih; 2nd 
primary longcsL 

Contains a single Palaearctic species extending to N. Africa and \V. Asia. 

334. Corncrake or I*andrail« Crex crex (Linnaeus) 

^/yj Crex Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat, ed. 10, 1: 153 (Europe, restricted type locality 
Sweden, ex Fn. Svcc.) , 

Baker, FBI No. 2010, Vol. 6: 10 
Plate 36, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Grey Partridge — ; length c. 25 cm. (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A quail-Ukc bird, standing somewhat higher on the 
1^. Above yellowish buff or y'cllowish ashy, the feathers boldly streaked 
Tvith dark brotvn. A grey-blue stripe over cy'c. Below, chin and throat whitish, 
breast pale ashy grey*. Flanks and under tail-coycrts broadly barred with 
reddish browm. Sexes more or less alike. 

In the sluggish rail-like flight chestnut-coloured wings conspicuous. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Casual vagrant. Only two records 
from within the subcontinent : one reported to Blyih as having been shot in the 
I^70s, the other obtained by Scully in Gilgit (8 October, c. 1881) ‘while on 
autumn migratioL *. More recently, in the 1950s (?), one report^ flying on 
board ship near Ceylon, presumably also on migration (Evenden in /i/t). Two 
specimens, Colombo (Ocl. 1970, Sept. 1972), therefore presumably rare but 
regular visitor (CBCN, Sept. 1972). 

Extralimital. ‘ Breeds in the British Isles, N. Europe and Asia north to 
about the Arctic circle and cast to C. Siberia, south to the PyTcnecs, N. 
Italy, Macedonia, N. Penia. Turkestan, and Altai. Winters chiefly in 
N. and E. tropical Africa. Many instances of casual occurrence ’ (Peten). 
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GENERAL HABITS. Like thc Other rails, but more restricted to dry grass- 
land and standing crops. Distinctly crepuscular. Very difficult to flush and 
seldom seen, but its presence advertised by its constant calls, 

FOOD. Insects, worms, snails as w’cU as seeds and other vegetable matter, 
V’OiCE and calls. Of male, a loud rasping disyllabic arp-arp or crakt'- 
crake persistently repeated throughout thc day and night in long unbroken 
runs. Thc calls have a peculiar ventriloquistic quality. 

BREEDiN'c, Extralimital. kltsl on ground in grassland or com fields, 
8-12, pale greenish grey to reddish brown. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumages (and bionomics) see Witherby, 
1941, 5: 174-80. Baker’s description, loc, ciL, is misleading. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bill Tamis Tall 

(from feathers) 

d’e? ’135-150 20-23 34-43 40-50 mm. 

9 9 130-145 19-23 — — 

(\Vitherby) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris pale brown. Bill pale brown, darker at tip, more 
flesh-coloured on lower mandible. Legs and feet pale flesh. 

Genus PorzaN'A Vicillot 

PcTzana Vicillot, 1816, Analyse: 61. Type, by monoly’py and tautonymy, Merctutis 
of Buffbn = Ralltts porzana Linnaeiu 

Differs from Crex in having the tarsus shorter than middle loc and claw. Bill short 
and fairly stouL First primary (as.) about equal to 6th or 7th: 2nd primary longest 
and subequal with 3rd- 

Genus practically cosmopolitan. 

Key to the Species 

A Breast spotted with white; wing m'cr 1 10 mm P. porzana 

B Breast immaculate; wing under 110 mm 1 

1 Head uniformly bro>vn (both sexes); outer edge of primary brown; 

wing over 94 mm. p. parve 

Head marked with black (both sexes) ; outer edge of primary white; 

wing under 93 mm. P.pusilla 

C Breast (adults) rinous chestnut; >*oung dark oU\*c. P. fusca 
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335, 336. Uttle Crake, Porzona parva parva (Scopoli) 

72i:/;in /emu Scopoli, 1769, Annus I, HisL-NaL; 108 (probably from Camiola) 

PcrzerjspcTza illrtsins Gavrilenko, 1926, J. Om. 74: 700 (Tarim Rher, Turkestan) 
Baker, FBI No. 2012, Vol. 6: 13 
Plate 36, fig. 4 

LOCAL .NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Grey Quail xl length c. 20 cm. (c. 8 in.). 

FIELD aiARACTERS. A quail-likc swamp bird. 

Male. Supcrdlia and sides of head and neck dark ashy grty; centre 
of crown and neck rufous-tinged dark bro^^Ti. Rest of upperparts olive-brown 
feebly marked wdtli sparse narrow* ^^hifc streaks exeqat on wing-coverts. 
Upper back, scapulars and innermost secondaries also broadly streaked 
with black. Belcw, chin, throat and rest of underparts dark ashy grey barred 
with white posteriorly. 


Female. Above. Superdh’a and face paler grey, othenvise as in cf- 
9elow, chin, throat and foreneck whitish; rest of underparts isabciline-buff, 
larrcd brown and while on vent and under tail-coverts. ^ ^ . 

Young (immature). Like female but with very pale, almost whitish 
mderparts. ^ 

STATUS, PCTRIBUTIO.V and HABITAT. WntCf \Tsitor, apparently un- 
ommon; hitherto recorded only in Gilgit and W. Pakistan (Baluchistan, 
iind). A specimen from Bombay city! (SA & HA, 1968, JBNHS 65:217-18). 
^anvar, Karnataka (specimen, BNHS coll.). Its distribution within our 
imits and numerical status need to be worked out. Paucity of museum 
nd liability oFmisidenlification from fleeting glimpses of these small similar- 
3 oUng crakes renders assessment difficult. Affects reed-beds in and around 
heels and s\vainps. , , » n * 

Exiralimlal. According to Peters thc nominate race br«i localiy in 
and S. Europe, SW. Asia, and possibly in N\V. 
a the Mediterranean lands, Arabia, Iraq, Smd, ' f’ 

Har/rir Gavrilenko breeds from E. Turkestan to the v^ley '’f*' 
vestem Chinese Turkestan, and ‘ doubUess wnters in W. India . 
his race is of doubtful validity, and rejected by 

Birds of Arabia) and '“df ^the sk‘^ 

"flimo 2). The composite breeding range will therefore stand for thc spe , 

vhich has no races. -e . r 

snoRATTOx. c' Crakes 

nrNEKAL HABns. Very similar to Baillon’s and thc Spotted Cranes 

'337 338) qq v Trips lightly over thc dry floating lotus leaves and sicnu, 

dong elcKC to the surtice with hurried wing-beats very hke quail. 

legs dangUng until the bitd is well under way. Tumbles headlong into cos er 

after a short flight. 

FOOD. Chiefly aquatic insects. 

VOICE and CMXS. Unrecorded in India. 

breedkc. Extralimital. jV«< and fg|r similar to tliose of 337. 

Musium DiAOSOSis. For desenpdon of plamaga (and bionomics) see Wilheibr, 
1941, 5: 187-90. 


measurements 

IVIng 

(Jijf 102-110 

5 9 95-106 


Bill Tarsus 1*“^ 

16-5-19 28-32 50-57 mm. 

16-18 — — 

(from feathers) (Witherby) 

.Vdsht 1 - 5 to 1 - 9 or. (c. 42-56 gm.) — Hume. _ 

XJLDUtts or DASte PARTS. Iris and orbital ring crimson. Bill grass green, tip 
bate of unoeT mandible at cane red. Legs and feet green. 


337, Eastern Baillon’* Cralee. Porzana pusilta pasiila (Pallas) 
Ralba trmtim Pallas', 1776, Rcise Russ. Relchs 3: 700 (Dauria) 
Balter, FBI No. 2013, Vol. 6: 14 
Plate 36, fig. 6 

tjOCAL fiAsir. Jbilli (Kcpal, N. Bihar). 

sect. Grey Quail i; length c. 19 cm. (7J in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A quail-Ukc swamp bird — our smallest rail. 

Adult. Above, Supcrdlium and chccis ashy grey. A brownish streak 
through eye over car-coverts to sides of neck. Rest of upperparts rufcsc^t 

oUve-bro\vn broadly streaked with dark ' 
brown. Scapulars, back, rump, and upper j 
tail-coverts with narrow white paint-hke ' 
smears. Edge of wng at shoulder white, 
conspicuous in flight. BeloWj neck, breast 
and anterior abdomen grey; posterior 
abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts 
barred brown and white. Sexes alike. 

Young (immatme). Above^ brown eye-streak broader; otherwise more 
or less like adult but paler. Below, almost white; sides of neck, breast, and 
flanks suffused with ruddy bro^^m, 

For downy chick sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT.' Breeds abundantly in Kashmir 
(to c. 1800 metres) where common throughout summer. Very probably 
also breeds else^vhere %vithin our limits, but no definite rc(X)r^. Spreads 
out practically throughout the area, ‘including Ceylon and Andaman Is., 
in suitable biotopes in winter, when there is apparently also an influx of 
cxtralinutal migrants. Recorded as a passage migrant in many localities, 
but o^ving to secretive habits and liabdity of confusion with the other two 
PoTzonas its status remmns undetermined. Affects reedy marshes and jhecls, 
irrigated crops, etc. 

Extralmitol. * Breeds in C. and E. Asia from the upper Ob to Amurland 
and Japan, south to Kashmir, Mongolia, N. China and Korea; lower 
Himalayas in N. India. Winters from Kashmir and the lower Himalayas 
to India, Ceylon and Burma, and from S, China to the Malay Archipelago ) 
and the Philippines * (Peters). 

moRATioN. No rin^ng data. Recorded as a passage migrant in many 
northern localities in September-October and again in March-April — 
even as late as end May or first week June in the NW. frontier of W. Paldstan 
(Whitehead, JBNHS 12: 345). Often flics into houses at night attracted by 
the lights. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually keeps singly or in pairs. As great a skulker 
as its other relations, thus oftener heard among reed-beds than seen, and 
then mostly when put up in a snipe shoot. On undisturbed jheels or ponds, 
however, occasionally quite tame, tripping lightly over the floating vegeta- 
tion or swimming from leaf to leaf in quest of food, t^vitch^ng up its stub 
tail every little while in the typical Moorhen manner and imafraid so long 
as the observer remains qiuet. When alarmed, calmly slips under a lotus 
leaf or similar object, peering out cautiously from its hiding-place from 
time to time to assure itself that the danger is past. 

FOOD. Largely seeds of aquatic plants; also insects, worms, and molluscs. 

VOICE and calls. A single loud high-pitched crek followed after a pause 
by another, then by a succession of creks in increasing tempo till it ends in 
an unbroken run. Reminiscent of the trilling of a dabchick. 

BREEDiNo. Season, in Kashmir May to August, chiefly June' and July. 
Nest, a collection of grass or reeds placed in soft marsh grass, in grass on the 
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side of a bank or at the base of -a bush, in a swamp or on the edge of a Jake. 
Often anchored in water amongst growing rice crops ^vith a number of 
stems bending over to form a canopy ; in very similar situations to ihcBC 
chosen by Ruddy Crake (339). Position of nest usually given away by bird 
sitting very close and fljing straight off it when almost trodden on. Eggs, 
5 to 8 or 9 yellow-brown, olive, or pale brown, profusely streaked and 
freckled with reddish brown. Average size of 82 eggs 28*4x20*6nim. 
(B. B. Osmaston). Proportionately large for the bird, and how such large 
clutches arc effectively covered by so small a body is puzzling. Both sexes 
incubate. Period (in European race) 20-21 days; unrecorded in India. 
Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

Ch ick (in down). All black; a greenish tinge to the tips of the do^s•n. 

MEASUREMENTS 

-Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

cT? 84-91 14-16 27-28 40-46 mm. 

(Baker) 

Weight M to 1*8 oz. (c. 28*5-52 gm.)~Hume. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Ins red (adult), reddish brown (imm.), dull blue- 
brown (chick). Bill homy green to green, darker at tip and on culmcn. Legs and 
feet yellowish green to dull green; claws homy brown. 


338. Spotted Crake. Porzana porzana (Linnaeus) 

, Rallus Porzana Linnaeus, 1766, S>st. Nat., cd. 12, 1 ; 262 
(Europe = France, tx Brissonian reference) 

Baker, FBI No. 2011, Vol. 6: 1 1 
Plate 36, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. JhUli (N. Bihar) ; Khinri, Gtirgun khaxri (Bengal) ; Venna mudi kozbi 
(Tamil). 

SEE. Grey Quail +; length c. 23 cm. (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A quail-Hkc s^vamp bird. 

Adult. Above. Superdlium, sides of head and neck grey, speckled 
.vith white. Rest of upperparts rufescent olive-brown broadly streaked with 
black. Hindneck .and upper back spotted with white. Scapulars, lower 
back, rump, upper tail-coverts and inner secondaries narrowly streaked 
svith white. Wing border white at carpal joint. Below, chin, throat, and 
abdomen white. Breast brownish grey speckled with white; flanks brownish 
grcyibarred widi white. Vent and .under tail-coverts buff. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). More brosvn less grey below, svith the white of 
chin and throat more extensive. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat, \Vinicr visitor recorded from practi- 
cally every part of our area from Sind to Assam and south in the Peninsula 
at least to Belgamn (Mysore). Perhaps commoner than supposed wherever 
appropriate fades available, but overlooked due to its skulking habits and 
silence in non-breeding season. Affects reedy jheels and seepage or spillage 
marshes from reser\'oirs and canals. 
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Porzono poriona 



Extralimital. * Breeds in the British Isles, Europe and W. Asia, north to 
Norway, Finmark and the upper Ob, south to the islands in the Mediter- 
ranean, and NW. Kashmir. Winters in S. Europe, and in Africa chiefly 
nor^ of the Sahara, but south to Damaraland and Bcchuanaland ; also in 
India from Sind to Bengal ’ (Peten). Its breeding in NW. Kashmir (as 
above), presumably Gilgit, ndeds confimung. 

’ ^oration. No ringing data. Arrives in N, India in September-October 
^parcntly by a different route to that taken in spring. * Passes through 
Kohat (NW. Pakistan) in fair numbers in March and April * (^Vhitehead, 

1909. /tir: 270). - 

general habits and food. As in 336 and 337, qq.v. .Like them also 
largely crepuscular. 

VOICE and calls. Not intelligibly described in its %vintcr quarters when 
birds mostly silent. 

Extralimital. J^est and site as in Baillon’s Crake (337). Eggs, 
gr^*ish- to greenish buff profusely spotted and blotched with reddish- 
or purplish brown. 

Museum Diacnosix For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. Under t^-coverts 
taufona buff, unbarred. 

HEASUREi£E>rj3 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(fiom feathers) 

112-119 19-21 c. 33-35 ' 47-52mm. 

(Baker) 

Weight <f 9 3 to 4 oi. (e. 85-114 gm.) —Hume. 

w BARS PARTI. Iris .reddish brown to red. BiH ydlow, orange at base, 
and more greenish along culmea and at tin. Lejcs and feet bright olive*green. 
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Porzana fusca (Linnaeus) 
Key to the Snbspedes 


Larger; wing 99 ram. or over P.f.ftuca 

Smaller: wing 97 mm. or less,. P.f. zeylanica 


339. Northern Ruddy Crake. Porzana fasca fusca (Linnaeus) 

Rallus fuscus Linnaeus, 1766, Syst. Nat., cd. 12i 1 : 262 (Philippines) 

Porzana Jusca bakeri Hartcrt, 1917, Nov. Zool. 24: 272 (Bhim Tal, Kumaon) 
Baker, FBI No. 2019, Vol. 6: 21 
Plate 36, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAME. Di doobui gajoo (Cachar). 

SEE. Grey Quail +; length c. 22 cm. (c. 84 in.) 

FIELD CHARAcrTERS. A skuUting stub- tailed ground bird of reedy swamps, 
of the general effect of the familiar Whitebreasted Waterhen, 

Adult. Above, forehead, forccrown, superdlla, and sides of face (the 
mask) vinous-chestnut. Rest of upperparts dark olivc-bro%vn. Below, dun 
and centre of throat whitish; throat to lower breast vinous-chestnuL Abdo- 
men and flanks olive-bro^vn; under tail-coverts blackish with white fringes. 
Sexes alike. Dangling bright red legs conspicuous in feeble flight. 

Young (immature). Above, darker than adult. Grown concolorous 
wth back; superdlia and sides of head and neck dull white. Below, dull 
white barred ^rith dusky brosm. Flanks and thighs dull olive-brov^Ti; under 
tail-coverts as in adult. 

For do^vny chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident and possibly migratory to 
some extent. Pakistan and N. India from the NW. Frontier district through 
Kashmir and Nepal to Assam up to c. 1800 metres along the lower Himalayas. 
Southwest to Delhi (specimens, Donahue, JBNHS 64; 414), ihemcc eastward 
to Bengal and E. Pakistan. Curiously enough, occurrences in poiinsular India, 
excepting on the western side as given under P.f. z^lomca (340), completely 
unrecorded save for a specimen firom Chanda (Maharashtra, c. 20 N.) in 
Brit. Mus. Affects swampy localities — edges of inundated rice-fields, reedy 
banks of ca nals and spillage marshes, etc*. 

ExtralxTTaUd. N. Burma (Chin Hills, Arakan) ; Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical of the raib. A shy and extreme skulker, slip- 
ping away into the hetbage on the slightest alarm, threading its ^vay swiftly 
through ie reed stems, flushed only with difficulty, and usually very silent; 
thus easily overlooked. Pairs probably roost together in thick bushes at 
night as do its relatives in Indonesia 

FOOD. Aquatic insects and their larvae, molluscs, seeds and shoots of 
manh plants. 

VOICE and calls. ‘ A very soft ercke uttered as a single note at consider- 
able intervals’ (Baker). *A metallic Uwk repeated every two or three 
seconds, usually followed by a bubbling note, much like that of the Dab- 
chick but louder * (R- S. P. Bates). A short low ckack when feeding (Julian 
Donahue). Heard rarely, and chiefly in the very early mornings and 
evenings. 
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Hume renders another (or the same note ?) as kee}:4:^^h^keek. Even in 
the breeding season the bird is apparently much less noisy than other crakes. 

BREEDiNO. Seasorif in Kashmir and NW. Pakistan, June, July and August; 
in Bengal and E. Pakistan (Sunderbans), July to September. Breeds abun- 
dantly in all these areas preferring rice-fields and ditches to large jhccis. 
..Vert, a pad of dry grass and leaves of aquatic plants plac^ on swampy 
ground amongst grass, reeds or rice plants which Sometimes bend over to 
form a canopy over the nest. Eggs^ '6-9, pale cafi-au-lait spotted all over, 
but chiefly at the broad end, -with pinkish brown and pale purplish grey 
markings. Average size of 92 eggs 32'6x23*5 mm. (B. B. Osmaston). 
Both sexes share in nest-building, incubation and tending the young. Incuba- 
tion period unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Larger than z^lonica (340) ; variable in tone of plumage, 
but tending to be darker both above and below. 

Chick (in down). Black with fulvous spots behind the car-coverts. 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

21-24 mm. (Baker) 

— (Whistler) 

colours of bare parts. Iris crimson (ad.), brown (imm.), glaucous blue-brown 
(dmvny chick). Eyelids plumbeous grey with a red rim. Bill homy green to brownish 
green; tip of lower mandible yellowish. Legs and feetj-eddish orange to brick-red. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

97-110 
105-109 


^>9 { 


340. Sotrthern Roddy Crake. Porzar.a fusca zeyUnlca (Baker) 

AmauTomis fusem xjyVmcia Baker, 1927, Bull. Brit, Om, Cl. 47: 73 (Ceylon) 

' Baker, FBI Nos. 2017. 2018, Vol. 6: 20 

LOCAL NAMES. Pimcht koTOwokd (Sinhala); Kenan kothi (Tamil); Chtnkozhi 
(Malayalam). 

SIZE. Grey Quail ±; length c. 22 cm. (c. in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for 339, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, and partially migratory 
in winter. Ceylon, and the Western Ghats strip of country northward at 
least to Bombay (specimen in BNHS collection) from plains level to 
e. 2000 metres. In Ceylon, scattered sparingly through all zones (low 
country and hills up to r. 1200 m.), its numbers augmented in Tvintcr by 
migrants arriving October-November and leaving March-April (Phillips). 
AflTects reeds and'brushwood on the edge of jheels, swamps and inundated 
rice-fields. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in thc northern race (339). 

BREEDING. Stoson^ in both Ceylon and SW. India normally June to 
September commencing after the break of the SW. monsoon rains. Nest 
and eggs as in 339, the latter averaging somewhat smaller — 30*0x22*3 
mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the north Indian race (339) only in being 
smaller. Coloration variable in tone, but size range diagnostic. 


MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bill 

(from feathen) 

r87-97 (once 99) 19-20 mm. (Baker) 

■ ■ (S’? \90-98 — (Whutler) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 339. 

Genus Amaurornis Reichcnbach 
AmauroTTns Reichcnbach, 1853 (1852), Av. Syst, Nat.: xxL Tj'pe, by oripnal 
designation, GelHtada oUoctea Meyen 

Differs from Porzma and GaJlimda (pp, 159, 174) in its more rounded wng: 3rd 
primary (as.) longest; 2nd cqxxal to5tbor6th; Istmuchahorter. Tarsus shorter than 
coiddle toe with claw. Bill short, about two-thirds length of tarsus; variable in shape, 
being rather swollen at the base in some species but not in others. 

Key to thc Species 


Page 

A Breast white; bill swollen at base A. phomicurus 168 

B Breast dark grey; bill not swollen at base 

Back rufous-brown A. bieoler 166 

Back dark olive A.akool 167 


341. Elwes’s Crake* Amaurornis bicolor (Walden) 

Porzana htcolor Walden, 1872, Ann. and Mag, Nat Hist 9(4): 47 
(Rungbee, Datjeeling) 

Baker, FBI No. 2025, Vol. 6: 26 
Plate 36, fig, 11 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Grey Quail length e. 22 cm. (e. 8J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A quail-likc chestnut and slate marsh bird. 

Adult. AbovCt head and neck dark ashy grey; rest of upperparts rufous- 
brown. Tail black. BeloWf sides of head pale grey; chin whitish; rest of 
underparts dark ashy grey. Sexes alike. 

Young (immatme). ? 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsldcnt. Nepal (?), Sikkim, 
Bhutan to E. Assam; Khasi and Cachar hills; Manipur. To at least r. 2800 
metres in Bhutan (Ludlow), and reportedly to c. 3600 m. in Sikkim (Stevens). 
Affects patches of jungle in and around rice cultivation, grass-bordered 
streams, pools or swampy patches in forest, often very dense. 

Exlralimitcl. Shan States (Burma), Yunm^n, W. Szechuan, N. Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAiLs. Exccpt that like Amaurornis 
akool (342) and other rails it is a great skulker, cmcri^'ng at the edge of 
cover in Ac early mornings and evenings, and scuttling in on Ac least 
alarm, very little specifically known. Call unrecorded. 

BREEDINO. Seasony in' the Khasi Hills where it breeds freely, mid-May 
to end August up to c, 1800 metres and possibly higher. .Vrrt, a rough pad 
of loosely put-togcAcr twigs and grass wiA a sh'ght depression in Ac centre. 
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Placed on wet ground in forest undergrowth; sometimes a metre or two up 
in bushes and trees, once c, 6 metres from the ground recorded by> Baker. 
Eggs, 5 to 7, occasionally 8, handsome and richly coloured, pale cream to 
pale salmon-pink, boldly blotched with deep red-brown, purplish bro^vn 
or brick-red, more densely at Ac broad end, with secondary markings of 
grey and lavender. A second type of egg is rather feebly marked and resem- 
bles Aosc of thc Whitebreasted Waterhen (344) q.v. Average size of 80 
eggs 33*9x26*1 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in nest-building and in- 
cubation; period unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

cr9 112-119 21-27 37-39 57-60 inm. 

(from fcaAcrs) ' (Baker) 

colours of bare PARTS. Irfs blood red (ad.); brown (iram.). Bill pale bluuh 
green, tipped paler and greyer; a red patch near base, brighter in breeding season. 
Legs and feet dull red to bright brick-red, 

342. Brown Crake. Amaurornis akool akool (Sykes) 

Rallus Akool Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 164 (Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No. 2024, Vol. 6: 25 
Plate 36, fig, lO 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcti. 

SIZE. Grey Partridge — ; IcngA c. 28 cm. (c. 1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A skulking stuD-tailcd brown and ashy swamp bird. 

Adult. Above, indistinct supercilia and sides of head and neck ashy 
grey; rest of upperparts, wings and tail dark olive-brown. Below, chin and 
centre of throat whitish; rest of underparts ashy grey passing into brown 
posteriorly. Sexes alike; female somewhat smaller. 

Young (immature). ? 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; possibly also local migrant. 
lOishmir easuvard through Nepal (lowlands and duns to e. 800 m. alt.) to 
W. Assam (Gauhati); south through thc Punjab, Delhi and Gangctic Plain, 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra to souAcm Mysore. 
Smtus on eastern side of thc Peninsula south of Orissa unkno^vn; also up to 
what altitudes it occurs in the peninsubr hills. Affects s>vampy recd-beds, 
Pcnconio' brakes, herbage lining watercourses, irrigation channels, etc. 

Exlralimital. SE. Chma, NE. Indochinese countries, the Philippines 
(Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. NoAing Specifically recorded as different from Ac 
t^’pical rails. Largely crepuscular. Shy and secretive. Emerges cautiously 
at Ac edge of recd-beds and shrubbery to feed in Ac early mornings and 
c\*cnings, walking about with characteristic constant jerks of Ac stub taU 
and scuttling into cover with lowered head on Ac least suspidon. men 
alarmed will sometimes run to carA under a large stone or in a hole in a 
bank and remain Acre for many minutes peering out drcumspecUy before 
emerging. Clamben among thc reeds and on thc broad Pcndar.us leaves 
vriA Ac agility of Ae Wlulcbreastcd Waterhen. Less difficult to flush Aan 
some of its congeners, but an equally feeble flier svith legs dangling. 
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POOD. Insects and their larvae, molluscs, worms, and seeds of marsh 
plants. 

VOICE and calls. As of most rails very impcrTectly known. Variously 
described as ' a short plaintive note hcairi at daybreak and just before 
sunset’ (Blewitt); ‘a shriU rattle-Iike call’ frequently emanating from 
sugarcane fields (around Poona) attributed to this species by Betham, but 
not proved; ‘a longKlrasvn-out vibrating whisdc, gradually descending 
a Jittle in the scale ’ (B. B. Osmaston). .. .» 

BREEDINO. chiefly May to August, varying with locality: March 

and October (Poona), and September (Gujarat and Sikkjm tcrai) ^o 
recorded. Ars/, a pad of grass, rush-blades and sticks with a slight depression 
in the centre, well concKiIed in raked grass tussocks in or near the edge of 
a swamp. One nest recorded e. 1 - 5 metres above ground in a collection of 
flood-svrack on top of a stunted acacia on a river bank. Eggs, 5 or b, vay 
like richly coloured eggs of Rallus aquatims (327) - creamy buff to pale 
salmon-pink sparsely flecked and blotched svith pale reddish brown, purpie- 
brosm or pale brick-red, thc markings somewhat more concentrated at the 
broad end. Some eggs arc less richly marked 

Waterhen (344). Average size of 50 eggs 34-9x26-5 mm. (Baker). Both 
sexes take part in incubation; period unrecorded. The birds arc close sittCT 
cnri rtfii-n hi-trav Ae ncst bv runninff off it like a rat when almost trampicG 


Museum Diagnosis. 

Chick (in do%vn). All black. 
measurements 

Wing Bill 

(from feathers) > 

o' 9 114-131. 28-33 " 

Females average smaller Aan males. 


46-51 


Tail 


54-63 mm. 


(Baker)' 


Weight d’ef 4-6 oz. (<r. 1 14-170 gm.); 9 9 3-7-J-9 oz. (r. 118-140 gm.) - Hume. 

COLOURS OF DARE FARTS. Iris blood red (ad. o'), brown (imm.). Bill homy 
to pale green, bluish at tip. Legs and feet fleshy brown to lirid purple. 


AitAURORNis PHOENICURUS (Pennant) 
Key to thc Snbspccle* 


A Smaller; wing 142-160 nun 

B Larger; wing 157-173 mm ^ A 


Psgr 
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343, 344. Indiaii WUtebreasted Waterheo. Amammas phoemama 
photToaovs fPennant) 

Gelllwlaphomama Pennant, J769, Indian Zool.: 10, pi. 9 (Ceylon) 

FiJtca diiwuu Boddaert,, 1783,TabIe PL enlum.: 54. (China, « Daubenton, pi. 896 
restricted to Hongkong by Stresemann, 1913, Nov. Zool. 20: 304) ’ 

Amammis plwmkma mUims Phillips & Sims, 1958, Bull. Brit. Om. CL 78:53 
(Hulule Island, North Mali Atoll, Maidive Archipelago) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 2021, 2022, VoL 6:23, 24 
Plate 36, &g, 17 

SACAi. KAMZs. DtavSk, Dahai, Daik (Hindi); PcnpaiTi (Bengal); Kinati (Uttar 
Pradesh); Ban mSrghi (Bihar) ; Jdl tnirrgki (Madhya Pradesh) ; KtAn kdmhdi (M^thi, 
Bombay) ; DaSai (Gujarati) ; SsHa i&fi (Tdugu) ; AarnK (Sind) ; Bmijn (Gond) ; pBn 
dSM (Assam); Urm kenthmi (Manipur); KamcakS (Sinhala); Kannn hoghi (Tamil); 
Alda tSgfd (Malayalam). 

SHE. Grey Partridge ±; length a. 32 cm. (c. 12i in.). 

HELD CHARACTEES. A familiar dark slaty grey Stub-tailed skulking swamp 
bird with prominent white facial mask and underparts. 

Adult. Above, forehead, supercilia, and sides of head pure white; 
hindneck, crown and rest of uppcrparts dark slaty grey. Below, from chin 
to vent pure white; sides of breast and flanks slaty grey; posterior flanks, 
vent, and under ttul-coverts rufous. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). White facial mask obscured by slaty-tipped 
feathers. Upperparts more olive-brown than slaty grey. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis, 
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- ETATUS, msnuBUnoN and HAarrAT. Resident. Throughout West Pakistan 
(decreasing in the northwest) and northern India including Nepal (bhabar 
and^duns), Sikkim and Bhutan duars, Assam. South throughout peninsular 
India, Laccadive (Lakshadweep) and Maidive archipelago, Ceylon (Sri 
Lanka). Plains and hilh up to c. 1500 m. (to 2000 m. in the Nilgiris). Widely 
dispersed during the rainy season. Affects reedy marshland, edges of inundated 
rit^fields, rain-filled ponds and roadside ditches, village tanks and their 
neighbourhood. 

Extralimital. Burma, Thailand, S. China, Malay Peninsula south to 
about the latitude of Malacca, and Cambo^a; Formosa (Taiwan) and 
Hmnan. 

GEtmnAL HABITS. Our commonest and most familiar rail; less shy and 
secretive than most of its tribe. Frequently found in the surroundings of 
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ucAsinisKEsm 

Wing 

Bfll . 

Tarsus 

Tail 

12 ^ 

148-178 

(from skuB) 
•38-42 

53-63 

59-80 mnu 

1499 

;38-168 

34-36 

52-59 

46-71 mm. 


Weight 10 g 9 152-230 (av. 188-7) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS OF BABE FABTS. Iris Crimson (ad. cji), brown (inim.). BiU sage greent 
of upper mandible red, tip and lower mandible paler and more yellow. Legs 
and feet dull chrome-yeHow or yellowish green. 


The dcseriptions of the Chlneae and Ceylonese WWte- 
bveasted Waterbens, Amauromis phaenicurus chinensis and 
A. p. phoemcunis, are amalgamated under the name of the 
Indian mitebreastedWaterhen (No. 343, 344). 


345. Assdamnns Whitebreasted Waterhen. Ammironis 
phoemeurus insutaris Sharpe 

Amanornis insalaru Sharpe, 1894, Cat. Bds. Brit, Mus. 23 : 162 
(Andaman and Nicobar islands) 

■**>= 0 ^* phoemarms kacoapMus Abdulali, 1964, JBNHS 61: 412 (Car Nicobar) 
Baker, FBI No. 2023, VoL 6 : 25 

rncAL HASTES. JangU mSrgld (Andamam); Tekoor (Car Nicobar). ' 

Grey Partridge ±; length c. 32 cm. (c. 12i in.). 
rtELn CHARACTERS. Same as for the North Indian race (343), q.v. See 
Museum Diagnosis. 

■ nisTRiBUTioH and HABrrAx. Resident. Andaman and Ffleobar 

“™ds. Affects thick jungle far from water as well as brushwood near 
-tnd mangrove swamps. Fairly common on volcanic Barren I. 
( Z ISTI., 93®49X.) despite absence of fresh water. 

®tNERAL HABITS and FOOD. As of 343. 
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villages, nmning about under roadside and boundary hedgerows and 
shrubbery, even entering rambling compounds and public parks within the 
limits of populous towns. The stumpy tail is constantly jerked up as the 
bird saunters about, flashing the chestnut coverts underneath. Clamheis 
up amongst thorny bamboo clumps and shrubs with great agility, especially 
in the breeding season when it mounts into their tops to command an open 
view of the surrounefrngs and utter its resoimding calls. It docs this while 
remaining partly hidden in the foliage, and withdrasvs deeper inside or 
quickly' descrads to the ground on alarm. Has the typical feeble flight of 
rsuls svith legs dangling. Ssvims buoyantly like moorhen. 

rooD. IiBCCts and their larvae, molluscs, worms, seeds and shoots of 
marsh plants. Among the stomach contents of five specimens analysed at 
Pusa were found — in addition to vegetable matter such as seeds and roots 
of svater weeds — 169 insects of which 103 were weevils (Curculionidae) 
of the genus Myltocerus, the majority being the species discolor. There 
were also broken pieces of the shells of Melania luberculata, Carbicula orientalis 
and Uniafavidens (Mason & Leftoy, 1912). 

VOICE and (taixs. Bird very silent in the dry season and thus liable to 
be overlooked. Becomes exceedingly boisterous as soon as the monsoon 
commences. The calls begin with loud raucous roars, croaks and chuckles 
and settle down to a monotonous metaffic krr-kwaak-kwaak, hr-kwaak-kwaak, 
etc. or kook . . . kook . . . kook somewhat like the Coppersmith barhet’s but 
louder, higher in pitch and faster in tempo. They are of astonishing volume 
for the size of the bird, the roars and cackles in particular being, according 
to E. H. Aitken (EHA), more appropriate to a bear being roasted over a 
slow fire 1 The bird calls throughout the night and also on cloudy overcast 
days, in unbroken runs of often fifteen minutes or more. 

BREEnmo. Season, mainly coincident with the SW. monsoon — June-July 
to October. Jfest, a shallow, cup-shaped pad of twigs, creeper stems, and 
flags of bulrushes. Placed on the ground in tangled undergrowth by the 
margin of a tank, ditch or inundated rice-field, or concealed in the interior 
of a shrub or thorny bamboo clump Up to 2 or 3 metres from the ground. 
Somedmes it may be svell asvay from water. Eggs, 6 or 7, rather long smooth 
ovals, cream or pinkish white, streaked and blotched with some shade of 
reddish brown. Average size of 100 ^gs 40-5 X29-7 mm. (Baker). Breeding 
males pugnacious, but thrir battles rather formalized and usually iimocuous. 
Both sexes incubate and tend the young, one parent leading the brood 
while the other brings up the fear. Newly hatched chicks extraordinarily 
active, and adepts at diving and dispersing when followed. Incubation 
period unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. There is considerable individual variation in the colour of 
the underparts, some birds having the grey sides of the breast strongly barred with 
olive. This character is inconstant and does not justify racial separation. 

G h i c k (in dosvn). Uniformly black, with blackish bill and legs. 
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VOICE and CALLS. Some calls apparently peculiar and distinct, ‘ Emitting 
a most extraordinary variety of improbable sounds ’ (B. B. Osmaston). 
Among various other loud and raucous far-carrying calls ‘ an extraordinary 
duck-like quack never heard in Ceylon. From this quacking, unseen bird 
mistaken for some exceptionally noisy duck ’ (A. L. Butler). 

BREEDINO. Season, June-July. Jfesl, sometimes in thick brushwood, some- 
times on the ground in rushes and grass (Osmaston). Eggs, normally 4 in 
a clutch; occasionally 5 or 6. Average size of 50 eggs 40*8x31*0 mm. 
(Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Larger than 343, darker and blacker in general coloration 
with very little olive tint. White on forehead more extensive. 

measubemekis. <? 9 Wing 157-173; bOl (from feathers) 37-^ mm. (B^er). 

colours of babe farts. As in the Indian races, 

[A new race, A.p. leucocephalus, has recently been described by Abdulali 
(1964, JBNHS 61(2): 412) on a single spedmen collected by him on Car 
Nicobar. The characters given for the holotype are: Adult ( 9 )• Whole 
head and neck white except for irregular grey spots on crown and na;w. 
No olive-green in upper and lower parts. More white on breast than in 
msularis, the white ventral stripe narrower and broken in the middle on 
anterior abdomen. Six further specimens collected in Car Fficobar since 
tend to confirm the distinctness of the Nicobar population (Abdulali, H., 
1967, ibid. 64(2): 158).] 

Genus Gallicrex Blyth 

Gellimx Blyth, 1852 (1849), CaL Bds. Mus. Asian Soc.: 283. Type, by monotypy, 
G. rmtoftif = Fttlua einma GmeUn 

Homy shield on forehead pointed posteriorly; much larger in male than female; 
in breeding male ending in a fleshy horo-like protuberance. Bfll stout, moderately 
long, about equal to hind toe without claiv. AH toes long, the middle toe without 
claw longer than tarsus. Wing rounded: lit primary (as.) between 6th and 8lh in 
length; 2nd and 4th primaries equal; 3rd slightly the longest. Seres dimorphic; 
male much larger than female. 

Contains a single species spread over a wide area fiom India to Japan. 


346. Kora or Watercoclc. Gallicrex cirxrea einerea (Gmelin) 

Fatiea einma Gmelin, 1789, SysL NaL 1(2): 702 (CJiina, « Latham) 

Baker, FBI No. 2027. VoL 6: 29 
t'late 36, fig. IS 

LOCAL NAMES. Kero, Kenpra (Hindi): Toebka, Ktra (Bihar); Kere, Jo! rarSc 
(Bengal); Mera serai (Assam); Uhen (probably from its call — Manipur) ; IV71 
kakhdS (Sinhala): Tcnfr Hz*i (Tamil); TkeeppcrikkSnr.Sn (Malayalam); Caeli 
kikSiu (Maldives). 

SEE. Grey Partridge -(-.Length o’ c. 43 cm. (17 in.); 9 c. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FELD CHARACTERS. A rail-likc swamp bird. Both sexa alike in non- 
breeding plumage: above, dark brown, broadly scalloped with fulvous; 


138 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 2: 173-176 


RAILS, COOTS 173 



cT, X f. 1 


beloWj pale bufiy brovn with fine wavy darker bars, A small triangular 
yellowish homy shield on forehead. Female considerably smaller. 

Male (breeding). Overall black, scalloped with grey. Its most striking 
features are the bright red fleshy hom (continued backward from the frontal 
shield) projecting above the crown, and the bright red eyes and legs. 

Young (immature). Like female but less barred below. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident in well-watered areas, 
dispersing >vidcly during the monsoon with the creation of adequate marshy 
conditions in otherwise low-lying dry localities. All Jndia south of the 
Himalayas from W, Pakistan (Sind, Punjab) east to Assam and East Pakis- 
tan, south thmugb the Peninsula^ and Ceylon. Andaman Is., Nicobars, 
MaJdivc Archipelago. Affects reedy swamps, low-lying rice and irrigated 
sugarcane cultivation, rush-bordered channels, ponds, ditches, borrow- 
pits, etc. 

Extralimital, Eastward to S. and E. China, Korea, Japan, south to the 
Malay Peninsula, Indochina, Sumatra, Java, Borneo, the Philippines and 
Celebes (Sulawesi). ^ 

GENERAL HABITS. Rail-likc. Largely crepuscular, keeping to cover during 
daytime and emerging to feed in the early mornings and evenings, or in 
cloudy, overcast and drizzly weather. Saunters about with characteristic 
jerking of tail, never straying far from edge and scuttling into cover on the 
least alarm. Flight feeble, with rapid flaps, the long legs dangling below. 
Males highly pugnacious during breeding season indulging in furious and 
long-sustained battles with rivals, jumping and clawing at each other, trying 
to get hold of opponent’s neck in bill and hold him down. In spite of seeming 
ferocity, little serious damage usually suffered by the combatants beyond 
scratches and loss of neck-feathers. 

FOOD. Largely vegetarian — seeds and shoots of green crops, wild and 
cultivated rice, to which latter it may do some local damage; also aquatic 
insects and their larvae, molluscs, worms, etc. 

VOICE and calls. Calls of three sorts, all with a remote suggestion of 
* booming ^ Produced more or less continuously, with a definite rhythm 
and a few seconds' silence between each series. Posture of bird and sounds 
produced obviously interdependent. With head up utters a series of 10 to 
12 kok’kok'kohkok somewhat like the booming notes of Chestnut Bittern, 


174 GRUIFORMES 

Then suddenly lowcm head steeply and utters a number of deeper, hoIJo^^'c^ 
metallic notes vtumb-utumb-utumb (u as in * pul ') more rapidly than the 
previous scries. (The utumb sound is of the volume and quality of a lemon- 
sized pebble dropped into a deep well.) After 10^ or 12 utumbs raises' head 
again, uttering maybe 5 or 6 kluck^kluck-kluck notes while doing so. With 
head back in the original position the bird is now ready to begin it all o\xr 
again. The calling continues thus for half an hour (or more) at a strctcli. 
It is accompanied by a puffing out of the neck and raising of its feathers as 
in a Bittern {Bolaunu) booming (K. K. Ncclakantan, JBNHS 55: 560-1). 

BREEDiNO. Seasprif chiefly the monsoon months, June to September. 
In Ceylon, May and possiblyJuIy-August (January-Fcbruaryalso recorded); 
in the Maldives June-July (Phillips). a large concave or deep cup- 
shaped pad of sedges, rush-leaves, grass, etc. sometimes domed over \^ith 
the surrounding substrate to form a bo^ver. Placed in tangled reed-beds in 
large swamps and jhecls, or amongst standing rice plants in an inundated 
ricc-ficld. EggSi normal clutch 3 to 6 (sometimes up to 8 and even 9) rather 
long ovals closely resembling Coot's; from almost white through pale pink 
or yello^vish stone-colour to deep brick-pink, ^vith longitudinal blotches and 
spots of reddish bro\vn fairly profuse all .over but slightly denser at the broad 
end. Average size of 100 eggs 42'2x31*0mm. (Baker). Cock probably 
raonogynous, but not proved. Also not knoivn whether he assists in incuba- 
tion; period unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis 

Chick (in down). Black above, more b^o^vnish below. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wmg 

Biff 

(‘ culmen *) 

Tarsais 

Tall 

cJ'a’ 

211-227 

37-38 

75-77 

77-83 mm. 

9 9 

172-184 

32-34 

65-68 

65-75 mm. 
(Baker) ' 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. ^ (breeding). Iris bright red. Bill and shidd at base 
blood red, paling to dusky yeUow at tip; ' hom ’ bright red. Legs and feet dull to 
bright red. ^9 and non-breeding : Iris yellow or yellowish brown. Bill and small 
triangle at its base (on forehead) yellowish. Legs and feet dull greenish bro^m. 

MISCELLANEOUS, Highly prized as a fighting bird in Sylhct, East Pakistan, 
large sums of money being wagered on the mains. Fanciers used to collect 
the eggs and hatch them with the heat of their own bodies in a half-coconut 
shell for protection, wrapped in cloth and kept tied against their bellies day 
and night. Incubation takes about 24 days, during which time the human 
incubator is constrained to eschew all baths I Whether this practice is still 
in vogue is not known. 

« c 

• Genus Gallinula Bri*son 
GalUrmla Brisson, 1760, Om. 1 : 50; 6: 2. Type, by taulon>iny, 

Gallinula Brisson =» Fuliea chloropus Linnaeus 
Toes extraordinarily long, fringed with narrow straight-edged lateral membranes 
(not broad and lobed as in Coot). Middle toe without claw much longer than taniis. 
of moderate length, base of culmen continued on forehead as a fiat rounded 
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frontal shield, red in adults; nostrils long and narrow. Second primary (as.) longest, 
or 2nd and 3rd subequal; 1st primary about equal to 5th or 6th. 

Genus widespread in the Old and New Worlds; only a single species within 
our limits. 


347. Indian Moorhen. Gallinula chloropus indica Blyth 

Gallinula chloropus? \7a.indicus3\yth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11:887 (Calcutta) 

Baker, FBI No. 2026, Vol. 6: 28 

Plate 36, fig. 14 * 

LOCAL NAMES. Jol murght, Pani murghi (Hindi); Tech (Kashmiri); Bodor (Bihar); 

Jdl mCrgi, Dakab paira (Bengal); Jumbu kodi. Belli kSdi (Tclugu); Paat uren or urel 
(s= *Jake waterhen’ — Manipur); SVil kukiuld (Sinhala); Tanntr koihi, Kdndn koU 
(Tamil); Patta hbzhi (Malayalam) ; Jdl kSkddi (Gujarati); Pan kombdi (Marathi). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge iJ length c. 32 cm. (12J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Gcncral cffcct on land typical of rail; on water 
that of a small duck. 

Adult. Above black, slaty grey and brown with a diagnostic white ■ 
border to the closed tsings. Below slaty grey, paler and whitish on centre of 

abdomen. Under tail-coverts white 
with a black central patch. Green 
bill, bright red frontal shield on 
forehead, longish green legs with 
long slender toes arc additional 
pointers. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Overall 
more broivn less grey, the lower 
parts much mixed ivith white. Bill 
and frontal shield greenish brown. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnoN and habitat. Resident and partly printer visitor 
when its ntsmbers cvcryivherc get X'astly augmented. Ali fneha, both Pakis- 
tans, Nepal, Ceylon. Chiefly lowlands, but also breeding up to considerable 
clcvTirions in tJic outer Himalayas and peninsular hills, c.g. to V 2400 metres 
in Kaslunir and c. 2000 m. in the Nilgiris. Affects jhecls and swamps, with 

i beds of sedges and bulrushes, and tangles of louis and other floating vegeta- 
tion interspersed with sheets of open water. Also rccd-maigincd ponds, 
village tanJa, ditches, etc. Shifts locally with water conditions. 

Extralimlal, Southern Tibet, S. and E. China, Japan, Burma, Thailand 
central Malay Peninsula, Cambodia, Hainan (?), Formosa and ie RyukyJ 
Islands. 

MIORATION. No ringing data. In the Kurram Valley, NVV. Pakistan 
(where small numbers breed) recorded as occurring '^iefiy on spring 
migrauon passage in March and April (Whitehead, 1909, Ibis-. 271). Passes 
through Qiitral in May (Perreau, JBNHS 19: 920). Common only on 
passage in Gilgit in April and October (Scully, SF 10: 142). 

0 E.Nr.RAi. iiABns. Keeps in pain or small partia; after influx of sviiitec 
rafgran ts in horgcrcongrcga dons, o/lcn of 50 or more. Spends meat of its o'nte 
on the s«tcr, paddling about amongst the lily pads and other floating 
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-egetation. Rides high like a duck, its stvimming accompanied by rhythm!^ 
erky bobs of the head and upward flicks of the erect tail, flashing the white 
•overts underneath. This action aUo characteristic as the bird saunten about 
«th an upright carriage over the floaung tangles in search offood. Usually 
:ccps to the edge of reed-beds, svithdrawing into them quicUy and quietly 
m alarm. Trusts to its legs and paddling for escape, and flies reluctantly, 
ither clambering up reed stems to launch itself from a or 

Jong the water like a coot to get airborne. Is a seemingly feeble flier wth 
apilly flapping wings and dangUng legs but capable 
lisunce migration over high mountains. Creditable diver when 

food. Omnivorous: seeds, fruits, and shoots of water-plants, mollmm, 
nsects and their larvae, young frogs and small foh. Sometimes wandm int 
mltivation away from swamps to feed in the early mornmg and at dusk, and 
to some extent nocturnally. For some details see Mukheijee, A. K., 1974, 

'®vo”t^’ind Normally very quiet, only 

announcing its presence in a reed-bed. Noby when 

mornings and evenings — a sharp, loud and abrupt kimk-M-rik-uH 
:on 5 tanfly,uttcred. Also a number of softer chuckling notes. A racldmg 
'"laugh” loavcr in pitch than the Little Grebe's’ (Nicholls). 

Iioisef ivhen alerting or commanding chicks: 'Unborn chicks evra be 

breaking the shell understand these calls of their 

mbdued chirping the moment they hear the danger call (R. b. W 

‘^BREEDmo. Swm, in Kashmir (where it is *'= 

bird and breeds abdndantly on the Dah Anchar, and other 

Aiivust. chiefly Tune and July; in the Peninsula dunng the SW. monsOon 

LSjuIy, August. September; in Ceylon March to August. 

tavo successive b^ds raised. Nett, ^^ulky mass of sedg« ^d 

leaves olaced in a dense reed-bed a few inches above wat» level, rarely 

l^rin'a Lr or overhanging water. 5 to 

.rarmi buff stone-colour, thinly and more or less evenly 

ivith small blotches of dark reddish broavn. Average size of 71 eggs 4J 4.K 

29-6 mm. (B. B. Osmaston, 1927, JBNHS 32: 146). :^th 

building, incubation and care of the young; mcubation pmod r. 21 d^ 

rhe pwturbed parents occasionally slap the water with 

to inWr<=iEninB) « an attempt to draw away the intruder from the 

Duaouosu. For delaib of plumages (and bionomics) 
taco soe Wiiherby, 1941, 5: 197-204. G. r. mdua diffen from it only m bemg »me- 
«hat smaller, avilh a relatively smaller bill. 

Chick (in doavn). Deep grey-black all over. 

MEASURXMZUTS 


(J’9 


Wng 


152-172 


BOl 

(from feathers) ■ 
dio’ 38-41 . \ 
9 9 32-35 / 


Tarsus 


47-50 


nale only slightly smaller than male. 

1 jio mm.: middle toe arithoul claw 55-67 




Tan 

52-1® mm. 
(Baler) 

(V.C.Alnbediax). 
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COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Iiis red. Frontal shield and base of bill red, the terminal 
tHrd greenish yellow, * Tibia and front of tarsus gre en ish yellow, hinder part of 
tarsus and all toes slaty green; an orange ring round the tibia just below the feathered 
'portion* (Oat^). 

347a. Malay Moorhen. Gallirmla chloropus onenUdis Horsficld 
CallhmLa ennio/tr Horsfidd, 1821, Trans. Linn. Soc. X<ondon, 13; 195 (Java) 
Ijocai. names. None recorded, 

SIZE and field characters. As of 347. See Museum Diagnosis. • 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. A Single example collected in March 
1964 near Port Blair marks an addition to the avifauna of the Andaman Is. 
as well as of India, Status not knovra (Abdulali, JBNHS 61(3) ; 514-15). 

ExtralimiuU. Southern Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, ^meo, Kan- 
gean, Bali, Lombok, Sumbawa and Celebes (Sulawesi) — Pcten. 
general habits, food, voice and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from 347 in having the frontal shield wider, extending 
back on fordicad to above the c>’cs. Plumage somewhat darker, practically the 
entire upperpa^ being without any olive-brown tinge. 

MEASUREMENTS. Scx? ^Ving 170; bill (from gape) 30 mm, (Abdulali). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 347, 

(rcnus PoRPHYRio Brisson 

Forphjrio Brisson, 1760, Om. 1; 48; 5; 522. Type, by tauton>'my, 

Porphyno Brisson = Fidica porphjno Linnaeus 
Large moorhens distinguished by blue coloration and by the broad frontal shield 
covering the whole anterior crown, and truncated posteriorly. BUI deep, short, and 
compressed. Nostril short, rounded, not placed in a groov'c. ^^ing rounded; 1st 



primary (as.) equal to 6th or 7th; 2nd, 3rd and 4th longest and subequaL Tarsus 
and toes very long and powerful. Sexes alike. 

, Genua represented in Africa, Madagascar, the Mediterranean region, S- Asia, 
Malay Archipelago to Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific islands. A single 
spedcs within our limits, 

PORPHYRIO PORPHYRIO (Liimacus) 

Key to the Snbsi>eeies 

Generally larger, particularly tarsus and toes. Tarsus 92 to 97 mm.; middle toe 


without claw 100 to 104 mm .P,p. seislameus 
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Young (immature) paler, with frontal shield and bill blackish; legs 
and feet pale orange-brown. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and possibly local migrant. 
West Pakistan from southern Baluchistan (Hingol river area. Las Bela, 
Sibi) eastward through Assam, Manipur and E, Pakistan, and south through- 
out the Peninsula: terai and plains. One occurrence in Chitral, Very rare 
in Kashmir, but a few usually on Anchar and ^Vular lakes in summer, and 
doubtless breeding. Andaman and Nicobar Is. Common in Ceylon (low- 
coxmtry Wet and Dry zones). Affects dense reed-beds around large swamps 
andjhecls. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually keeps in parties of 5 to 10; at large swamps 
sometimes in bigger congregations of up to 50 or more. Stalks through the 
marshy reed-beds or vsTides over matted floating v^etation, constantly 
flicking its stub tail in the typical rail manner, flashing the white patch 
underneath. Fond of clambering among the reeds working up to the tops 
in tmgainly hand-over-hand style, clinging and balancing itself insecurely 
on the pliant bending stems. Dozens may frequently be seen thus sunning 
themselves at the top of a reed-bed on a nusty morning. Svrims well but 
is averse to do so unless compelled, preferring to cross even narrow stretches 
of water by flapping low over the surface with dangling legs; or it will 
climb up to the tops of the bulrushes and flop across to the other side. Noisy 
and quarrelsome, especially in the breeding season when the birds arc 
constantly cackling and chasing one another. Not particularly shy except 
where much harried; then becoming excessively secretive and cunning. 
Is highly relished as a delicacy' by certain classes and often suffers consider- 
able local persecution at their hands. Flight seemingly feeble, attained by 
laboured wing-beats, but is quite fast once the bird is properly launched: 
the neck is extended in front, the large ungainly legs and feet trail behind. 

POOD. Mainly seeds, grmn and vegetable matter; also insects and 
molluscs. Recorded flighting in larger numbers to ricc-fidds in the evenings. 
Docs considerable occasional damage to rice crop not only by cutting the 
stalls above thcroots^to cat the tender pith*(J.R. Cripps) and the ripening 
grain, but also by trampling dovvn the plants >rith its large and heavy feeu 

VOICE and calls. Has a wide repertoire of noir>* hooting, cackling, 
clucking and hoarse rippling notes. While feeding, a party maintains contact 
by soft chiick-chuch notes. The birds scatter on disturbance and fly off in 
different directions but soon re-unite with the hdp of louder raUying chicks 
uttered by the members. One caught by a Tavsiiy Eagle (Aquila rapax) 

* cried very like domestic fowl caught to be Idlled * JE, A. Butler). 

BREEDING. Scoson^ cHcfly during the SIV. monsoon, June to September. 
Also recorded in other months locally, c.g. Andhra, November and 
February; Mv*sorc, Novcmbcr-Dcccmber-Januar>’; Cc>*lon, January-May 
and occasionally July-August. JWrI, a large pad of firmly interwoven rush-, 
paddy-, or grass stems, placed on a floating islet of matted weeds or up to 
a metre or so abovx v%*atcr level among partially submerged bulrushes and 
reeds. 3 to 7, long ovals pale ydlossish stone to reddish buff in colour, 
spotted and blotdicd vrith reddish bro\N-n. Average size of 100 eggs 50*5 X 
35-7 mm. (Baker). Apparently both sexes share in building the nest; period 
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Smaller; tarsus 88 to 9(1 mm.; middle toe wihout claw 90 to 95 mm 

..P. p. p^lioctphalas 

348. Baluchi Purple Moorhen. Porphyrio porphyrio seisiantcus 
Zarudny &:*Hai7ns 

Porphyrio poUoctpkalus seistcnicus Zarudny & Harms, 1911, Jour. f. Om. 59; 240 
(Seistan) 

Baker, FBI No. 2028 (pan), Vol. 6: 32 
LOCAL NAME. Bistffd (Pcniaii). 

SIZE. Village hen i; length c. 43 cm. (17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for 349, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspecies. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and partly migrator)’. 
West Pakistan, in northern Baluchistan. Birds from c. south of Chagai arc 
closer to the Indian poliocephalus. Affects large low-lying reedy swamps. 

ExtTalimitcl.^ Shores of the Caspian Sea, Lake of Antioch in S)Tia, 
Iraq, E. Iran, \V. Turkestan, and Afghanistan. (For details of range sec 
Vauric, 1965,2: 358.) 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 349. 

BREEDING. Nothing spedfically recorded as different from 349, q.v. 
Museum Diagnosis. Differs from Indian Purple Moorhen (349) in being larger, 
with stouter bill, larger casque, and larger legs and feet (see Kc>’). No difference in 
coloration. 

MEASUREMENTS. \Ving 0 ^ 0 ^ 260-270 ; 9 9 241, 256 mm. (Hartert). Dr C. B. 
Ticchurst measured birds from Baluclustan: 1 cf ^Vmg 269; 2 9 9 258, 268 mm. 
Other measurements of 3 cJ* 9 in Bombay NaL Hist. Soc. collection ; 

Bill Tanus hliddle toe 

(from posterior end (without claw) 

of casque to tip) 

63, 67, 72 ' 85, 97, 102 95, 108, 111 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in Indian birds. 


349. Indian Purple Moorhen. Porphyrio porphyrio polioaphalus (Latham) 
Callimila policcephola Latham, IBOl, Index Om., Suppl.: 68 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 2028, VoL 6: 32 
Plate 36, fig. 19 

LOCAL NAMES. Koim, Xc/iffj, Kkarim^ Khima (Hindi); Kaim, Korn pSkhi (Bengal); 
Wan tech (Kashmir) ; Kaim (Cachar) ; Acrim, Korma (N. Bihar) ; Khem charai or sorSi 
(Assam); Lilijalal kauri (Sylhet); Omu (Manlpxir); Ptila hoUi kodi (Tclugu); Keela 
kozhi (Malayalam) ; Kitta, Kittala (Sinhala) ; Keel kukaii (Gujarati) ; Kcmbala pitte 
(S. Konkan). 

SIZE. Village hen i; length c. 43 cm. (17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A handsome but rather clumsy purplish blue rail 
VNTth long red legs and enormous toes. The bald red forehead running back 
from the short heavy’ red bill, and vvJutc patch under the stumpy tail — 
flashed conspicuously as the bird flicks it up at each step are additional 
clues. Sexes alike, but bald forehead (casque) smaller in extent in female. 
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of incubation and male’s participation unknown. The male performs an 
elaborate though ludicrous courtship display, holding up water-weeds in 
his bill, facing the Icmalc and bowing and showing off before her to the 
accompaniment of loud chuckles. The components of this display hav’c not 
been studied. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

Chick (in down) c. 2 dayi old. Uniform]}’ black with whitish shafts (excepting 
at base and tip) on head, wings, and upper back. Bill pale blue (with white egg- 
tooth), dark cherry-red or magenta at base of both mandibles. Forehead shield 
indicated only by slight baldness. Forccrown (abov’c this) dark cherry-red or magcnci 
showing through sparse black down. Legs and feet pale pinltish red; eyelids pale 
magenta. Newly hatched chick active and prccodom; conceals itself by sinking 
beneath the water surface, only keeping the culmcn exposed. When separated from 
parent utten almost incessantly a comparatively loud /)»’/',/er/'likeyoimgdrongo (SA). 
MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

. (' culmcn ’) 

o’ 9 244-271 41-49 88-90 82-108 mm. 

Weight 6 ^ $ 510-785 (av. 662-5) gm. — BNHS. 

Female quite as big as male; and largest measurements above refer in each in s t a n ce 
to a female. (Baker) 

Bill (4 d'd') fr®® posterior edge of casque to tip 61, 62, 68, 70 mm. Middle toe 
(without claw) 98, 98, — , 100 mm . (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris o’ dccp blood red, 9 snd irom. brown-red. Bill 
and casque blood red-brown, generally paler at tip more brown at centre of casque 
and middle of lower mandible. Legs and feet pale dingy red to dull red, browner 
at the joints; claws dull red, darker at tips- 

Genus Fulica Linnaeus 

Fulica Linnaeus, 1758, S}-st. NaL, ed. 10, 1 : 152. Type, by subsequent designation, 
Fuliea atra Linnaeus (Gray, 1840) 

Distinguished from all other Indian rails (Rallidac) by the possestion of a broad 
lohed membrane fringing the toes, one to each phalange. Tarsus shorter than middle 
toe without claw, with a ridge-like mcmbranoia fringe behind. Bill of inodciate 
ength, rather deep and co mp re ss ed, the culmen produced posteriorly over forehead 
Jin a knob-like flat or homy shield. Sexes alikei’ 

Genus represented in the Old and New Worlds. Only a ringic spedcs within our 
limits, resident and partly migratory. 

350. Coot. Fulica atra etra Linnaeus 

Fuliea airs Linnaeus, 1758, Sj-sL NaL, ed- 10, 1 : 152 (Europe, restricted type locality 
Sweden, ce ref. to Fn. Svcc.) 

Baker, FBI No. 2029, VoL 6; 34 
Plate 36, fig. 13 

LOCAL NAMES. Dcsori, Descrra, Axri, Kksiskslf Theiari (Hindi); KererAeh, jdl 
kukkut (Bengal); KisrSrf Sercr (Bihar); Berra goder (Pumea); Belli kodt (Tclugu); 
Kesrif PeenssT (Marathi); Aed, Dese£ (Gujarati); KespZl, JTcfCr, Kolr* (Kashmir); 
Aeri (Sind); Kel£ (Kutdi); Perarty KgSratpemn (Manipur). 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 2: 181-184 


RAILS, COOTS 181 

stCE. Three-quarter grcnvii duck length r. 42 cm. (16 in.), 

Fim> CHAnACTERS. A slaty black, dumpy and practically tailless water 
bird — rather duck-like when swimming — with stout pointed ivory-white 
bill and flat, rounded, horny shield covering forehead. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, greyish brown. Belnw, paler brown mottled 
with wlutc. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident as well as common and 
abundant winter visitor. All India including Assam, both Pakistans, Nepal, 
C^Ion (uncommon and only recently established). Breeding up to r. 2500 
metres locally in the Him^ayas — in Kashmir and clsc\vhcre; also in 
small numbOT, widely but somewhat erratically almost throughout the 
plains. Affects rush-boidercd weedy jheels and tanks wth expanses of open 
water. Very abundant in winter, in congr^adons of tens of thousands on 
the larger jheels, especially in West Pakistan and northern India. 


FuUca otra 



Extralimital. Breeds over the greater part of Europe and Asia south to 
N. Africa, Asia Minor, and southern China; Azores; Iceland. Migratory in the 
nortliem part of its breeding range and occurring in winter south to the Sudan, 
Arabia, India, Java, and Celebes (Sulawesi) — Peters; Borneo (Smythies). 

MIGRATION. A bird ringed in Indore (c. 23°N., 76*E.) on 12.ii.l929 re- 
covered near Veliko Aleksc)’evskiy (c. 4I®N., 69®E.) in Uzbekistan, U.S.S.R., 
in March 1929; another ringed at Lake Alakol (r. 47®N,, 75''E,) in Kazakhstan, 
U.S.S.R., in July 1938 recovered near Srinagar, Kashmir {c. 34®N., 75 ®E.) 
on 19.ii,I939. The straight-line map distance between the points is c, 2240 
and 1600 km. rcspecdvely.* A common spring and autumn migrant 
through Gilgit (Scully). Observed on north^vard passage through Chaman 
See Appendix 
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(Baluchistan) and Kandahar (S.* Afghanistan) in Fcbruar>’ and March 
(Ticchurst), and through Cliitral in late Aprfl and early May (Perreau). 

GENERAL JiABiTS. Gregarious, usually keeping in pardes and flocks. 
In winter, numben vhstly augmented by northern immigrants; then locally 
in enormous s^s-arms, often blackening large expanses of crater. The birds 
paddle about in great discrete herds 'or rafts, diving expertly to get at the 
submerged %vatcr-wccds. ^Vhen disturbed the nearest ^viIl merely skitter 
aw'ay towards the centre, half running half flpng, and soon flop do^ra to 
resume the paddling, with the characteristic gentle bobs of the head and 
neck at each stroke. The pattering din set up by such a close-packed herd 
at the firing of the first shot on a jhccl, or at the stoop of a marauding eagle, 
is like die roar of the sea, and quite borildcring. Requires a good deal of 
pattering along the surface to get airborne, but when well under vezy 
is capable of strong and sustained flight over long distances and high 
mountains as shown by its bi-annual migrations. The flight consists 
of hurried, almost vibrating, flaps of the short blunt wings, nci stretched 
in front and legs trailing behind the tubby body. Chsing to rather feeble 
flight and rank flavour seldom shot by sophisticated sportsmen. Long aflcr 
the firing commences in a duck shoot and the more esteemed speda 
such as pintail and gadwall have moved off to other jheels or rocketed 
high out of gunshot, coots will continue to fly around fussily close abent 
the guns as if fully confident of the immunity they enjoy. Often the birds 
\rill merely skitter away into open water to join the other floating herds. 
They arc, however, more highly esteemed as a delicacy than any duck 
species by the fisherfolk and oAer lake dwellers. The mounds of coot 
feathers bestrewing the prednets of fishing villages by the larger jheels in 
N. India and W. Pakistan (c.g. the Manchar Lake in Sind before the Sukkur 
Barrage project) testify to their popularity as an article of food, and the vast 
abundance in which they arc killed. ‘ Around many such jhe^ coots form 
the staple diet of the loc^ inhabitants for several months in the year besides 
providing remunerative sustenance to professional netters. Large numben 
are rounded up by gangs of villagers and killed with sticks when flightless 
through moult (end June, Baluchistan — Ticchurst; early and mid October, 
Rajasthan — Sdlim Ali). A harried bird ^vill often dive and keep under for 
inordinately long periods hidden among the weeds, holding on to a stalk wth 
its bill, only the culmcn breaking the surface. During the winter months 
moreover, the birds arc subjected to heavy predation by rapton of several 
spcdcs particularly the Ringtailed and Spotted Eagles {Haliaetus Uticciyphus 
and Aqtnla clangtC). Despite these incessant ravages by man and beast the 
coot as a species continues to hold its oum — an indication of its hardiness 
and resiliency. 

FOOD. Chiefly vegetable matter — shoots and seeds of aquatic plants and 
wild and cultivated rice. Also \vorms, insects and molluscs, and occasionally 
small fish. For some details sec Mukheijcc, A. K., 1974, JBNHS 71(2): 197- 
200 . ' : ' 

VOICE and calls. Often heard at night — a dear and loud trumpet-like 
cry. Also a variey of soft chuckling and other abrupt, not unpleasant, sounds. 

*For some local rotthods of capture see SSHm Al>, 1927, * A SJnd Laic*, JBNHS S2 j 
460-71. 
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BREEDXNa. Non-colonial. Season, in Kashmir (where nesting commoner 
and more regular than elsewhere in our limits) end May to August, chiefly 
June-July; in N. India till about September; in the Peninsula (more 
sporadic) chiefly July-August; in S. India Novcmber-Deccmber. Not yet 
recorded in Ceylon. jVkrf, a large compact mass of rushes and flags placed 
amongst reeds, sUghtly above water-level. Eggs, 5 to 12, normally 6 to 10, 
fine textured, yellowish- or brownish grey in colour, stippled and spotted 
with reddish brown and purplish black. Average size of 100 Indian ^gs 
53*1x35*6 mm. (Baker). Birds very quarrelsome and pugnacious when 
nesting, darting at intruders along the water, neck thrust menacingly 
forward and closed ■wings raised over the back as in an angry swan. Both 
sexes share nest-building, incubation and tending the young; incubation 
period about 21 days. The claret-headrii doivny chicks sometimes thrust 
thdr bills into parents* gullet to receive food. » 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. ; for the various 
plumage phases and structure (also bionomics) Withcrby, 1941, 5: 204-8. Pure 
and partial albinos have been taken in India. 

Chick (in down). Top of head bare with the exception of some black hairs; 
a number of minute red papillae at base of forehead and in front of the c>’cs to the 
bill; throat and round the neck orange, rest of plumage blackish blue, mixed on 
the back >vith orange hairs and on underparts with grey. Iris dull black; bill red at 
base, pink in the middle and tipped purplish black (Gordon Dalgliesh). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tamis Tail 

(‘ culmen ') 

cf? J 85-220 - 33-38 56-64 54-63 mm. 

(Baker) 

Weight 20 ^ $ (autumnAsinter) 390-800 (av. 540-5) gm. — BNHS- 

Withcrby givo for British birds ‘IVing 200-225; bill from shield 33-38 mm.* Sestes 

more or leas equal in sire. 

Weight 1 lb. to 1 lb. 15 oz. (r. 450-875 gm.) — Scully. 

COLOURS or CARE PARTS. Iris red, red-brenvn, or bIood*red. Bill and shield ivory 
white, the former tinged with pinkish at base. Legs and feet dull greenbh; tibia 
Orange. 


Family Heliorkitjiidae: Finfools 
(For morphological details see Slrcscmann, 1927-34, Aves: 765-6 ; Baker, 1929 
FBI. 6:36) 

Genus Heliopais Sharpe 

Htliofxiu Sharpe, IB93, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. I: 37. Type, by original designation, 
Podlce pasonata G. R. Gray 

Bai rather stout, with culmen considerably cujaed; longer (from gape) 
tarsus. No frontal shield as in Coot, but in breeding season a small fleshy horn from 
base of culmen. Nostril long and narrow, pervious, placed nearly in centre of upper 
mandible. Tarsus verj- strong; shorter than middle toe without claw. Toes fringed 
laterally with a lobed web. Wing rounded: 1st primarj* (as.) equal to 5lh or 6th; 
2od primar>' (or 2nd and 3rd) longest. Rectriccs 10, broad and stiff, slightly 
graduated, equal in length to about half the w-ing. Sexes differing slightly. 

Contains a single Indoroalayan jpedes. 
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351, Masked Finfoot. Heliopais personata (G. R. Gray) 

Pedica persorala G. R. Gray, 1849 (1848), Broc. ZooL Soc. London: 90 (Malacca) 
Baker, FBI No. 2030, Vob 6: 36 
Plate I, fig. 1 

sjocAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SEE. Domestic duck ±; length e. 56 cm. (22 in.). 

nEU> otAHACTERS. A cotmorant-sbapcd olive-brown and white water 
lird rvith a velvety black facial mask and throat, bordered by a na^ 
vhitc line. Conspicuous stout orange or ydlow bill. On water could be 
nisiakcn for a large grebe at first sight. . , c r — 

F e m a I c has chin and centre of throat and foreneek white ; black forehead 

larrowcr. . _ 

Young (immature). Like 

female but wlhout any blade 
on forehead. Black surround- 
ing throat mottled with white. 

For downy chick sec Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION ROd 

HABITAT. Resident. Rare. East 
Pakistan, eastern Assam, and 
probably NE. Manipur. Ideal 
biotope: inundated depressions 
in forest srith trees, cane bndtes 

d dense tangled 'masses of creepers. ^ 

Extralimital Burma, Thailand, Malay Pcmnsula, Sumatra, ^ 
oeneral habits. Shy and secretive. Keej^ singly or m 
use forest pools and streams. NormaUy ndcs o" ^,rter 

uch of the body above tvatcr line. -When alarmed si^ low like a d^w, 
.ally only ivith the head and neck showmg. Swuns wth wt-hke r_ 
rcLcnS of head and neck at each paddle. Dives well on oi^ion, bu 
icther does so in feeding not knoivn. On land carries 
• at 45 degrees to ground. Runs like rail at great pa«, chm^g P 
ore and retreating into nearest jungle on alai^ ^“.“^^f^nrenerlv 
itlering along surface for several metres like coot, legs danghng bll p f 
rborne. Flight fairly strong but usually Imv. Ckimmonly ° 

,d tree-trunks overhanging water. Otlier habite not a 

so simUar to those of the African Finfool, Fodiea serugalnas (Vicillot). 
ec C. R. S. Pitman, Bull. Brit. Ora. C3. 82: 156-60.) 

Both its flesh and eggs higWy relished by locals. Flesh desen 

lelicious * by W. Davison. ... t 

roOD. Molluscs, crustaceans, insects, small fish (perhaps also frogsji 

id vegetable matter. , a 

VOICE and calls. A loud grunting quack while settling • 

thcr high-pitched bubbling sound like blo^ng 
ater, whence its Burmese name Te balm « bubbler P 

EBEEDiNa. Oaly once recorded within our limits — Assam, J y . ' 
asm (in Burma) July-August. Host, a more or less cireular pad of twigs. 
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c. 40 cm. in (Kamctcr, \%ith a central depression; placed &om a metre to 
3 metres in a horizontal branch of a partially submerged tree in dense 
jungle s%‘,’amp. normally 5 or 6, rather spheroidal, fine lectured, highly 
glosed, reminiscent of some of the bustards’. Ground colour cream faintly 
tinged pinkish or greenish, %vith small primary blotches of reddish brovm 
or blackish brmvm all over (sometimes more numerous at the broader end), 
and secondary markings of lavender grey. Average size of 44 eggi 
52*0x43*7min. (Baker). Both sexes incubate; incubation period, share 
of the sexes in nest-building, and other details unknown," , 

Mcsecm Diacxosis- For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (io dmvn). ‘ \MioIc chick wril coyered with do%vn. Upper parts dark 
grry-bro'A’n; duskj* white over eye and on chcrio; dhin and upper throat whitish, 
lower throat mixed with gre^'-brown; breast and belly w-hite; fianks grey-broiNTi- 
‘ Note: The large strong bill, -well-niarked digital claw as in other rails, long soft 
downy tail (unlike the RaHidae), and the “ finned ” feet. The red papiUomatom 
ipedalircd down on the head ofFc/zrcfliriJ is not represented (Ticehurst, 

BuHBOa 49:6^. 

itzAscarsuyns 

^Ving Bill Tarsus Tail 

((rom feathers) 

<yi(? 243-253 52-56 \ 46-51 9S-I24ram. 

9 9 232-241 41-50 J (Baker) 

COLOURS or EAB£ PAJos. Iris dark btxrwn; ev'clids pea-green. B31 bright chrome 
ydlow, brownidi in the centre. and feet pea-green; edges of lobed webs ydlow. 
Erectile hom or wattle at base of culmen (in breeding male) c. 15 nun, long, bright 
ydlow. 

Family Otididae; Bustards 

(For morphological details sec Baker, 1929, FBI 6; 59; ^^^thcrbi', 1940, 
Handbook 4: 436; Strcsemaim, E., 1927-34, Aves: 774.) 

’ Key to the Gencm 


A ruffoa each ride of neck; seres alike ; 


Page 

191 

No niff. Sexes differing in size or breeding plumage or 
IVing about four times the length of the tarsus 

both 1 

185 

ISlng two to three times the Icisgih of the tarsus 

a ^^’ing in malm and fcmalo e. 1 80-248 mm. 


195 

Wmg in males and females c. 338-3^ mm, 


193 

I\ing in males and females r. 460-762 mm.. ...... 
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Genus Orts Linnaeus 

Gift Linnaeus, 1758, Syzl. Nat., cd. 10, 1: 154. Type, b>* subsequent dengnarion, 
0th lerJa Linnaeus 

Tttrax T. Forster, 1817, Sjii. Cat. Brit. Bds.; 20. T^-pe, b>* tautonymy, 

Otis Utrnx Linnaeus 

^Vmgs ample, rounded; 3rd primary (as.) usually longest. Tarsi cqml to about 
quarter length of wing; together with bare portion of the tibia co>*cred with small 
tcalcs. Hind loc absent; three front toes short, stout, scutrilated above. Bill shorter 
than head, brotder than high at base. No crest or ruff, though in some spedes the 
male has long bristly feathers wath few and short webs on each side of throat. 

• See Appendix 
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Key to the Species 

Page 

Length of wing in males c. 595-635 mm.; females c. 455-495 ram.. .0. tzria 186 

Length of wing in males c. 241-256 mm.; females c. 242-260 mm.. .0. trfrox 187 

352. Great Bustard* Otis tarda djbaicshxi Xaezanow'ski 
O/uDjfceauHi'Taczanmvski, 1874, Jour. L Oni.22: 331 (Dauria) 

Baker, FBI No. 2041, VoK 6: 60 
Plate 37, bg. 2 

LOCAL NAia:. Dcodagk (Chitral). 

azE. Vulture -k; length c. 102 cm. {c. 40 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A hugc gTound Hrd rcnunisccnt of a small ostrich; 
readily disringuished from Great Indian Bustard (354) m-en at long range 
by whitish instead of black crosvn of head. 

Male. ASot€, head and neck pale grey with conspicuous whitish bristly 
‘ moustaches Rest of upperparts rufous-buff finely barred with black. 
Below, white with a broad rich chestnut band acres breast, someumes 
vmblc only as chestnut patches on sides of upper breast. 

Female smaller than male and without chesmut breast-band or 
moustaches. 

In flight — long neck extended fonvard, legs tucked under tail — the 
broad rounded svings look very' white v.ith contrasting black tips. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBUTjoK and HABITAT. Rare s*agrant in svintcr. Has becil 
recorded less than a dozen times in the last 70 years at long interv'alj, in 
West Pakistan — ^ CHtral, Peshawar district (Mardan, Risalpur), N, 
Baluchistan, N. Sind (Jacobabad); all in years of particularly sc^'crc winters 
further north in central Asia. Of the 6 specimens procured within our limits 
4 svere in Peshawar district. Keeping around and feeding in. gram and 
mustard culds’ation. 

. Extraliirnlol. ‘ Breeds from the southeastern Altai, Transbaikalia and the 
Amur region south to N. Mongolia, Manchuria, and Ussuriland. Winters 
in China, Korea, and Japan; casual in N. India’ (Peters). 

CEXRRAI. HABITS. Closcly rcscmbUng those of Great Indian Bustard 
(354), q.v. Keeps in drm es of 5 to 15 birds. Usually very wild and shy, 
flying off at long range. Said to feed and fly in floc^ like geese, is’hcrcas 
Choriotxs feeds widely scattered and flics individually. 

FOOD, hlainly vegetable matter — leaves and grain of crops, in NW. 
Pakistan clnefiy gram and mustard. A specimen weighing 17 lb. (c. 8 kg.) 
had in its gizzard solid vegetable matter weighing 2 Ib. {c. 900 gm.). Insects 
and other small animals also eaten. 

vojcx. Very silent In winter; no call recorded in India. During the 
bizarre nuptial display male utters a deep moan with ludicrously puffed-out 
throat. 

EREEDixG. ExtxalimitaL Eggs — 2 or 3 — laid on a trampicd-down 
spot amongst crops. 

Mumm DiACKons. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. dt.; for furthex 
details of plumage phases and structure (also bionomics) of the nominate (European) 
race, ISitherby, 1940, 4: 437-41. Our race djhvze^i differ* fromit in tke?d»tJi male 
having a much paler grc>' bead and neck and more grc>' (r. vvhite) on the wings 
(enverts). 
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'Vlng 


<?cf 

^9 


595-635 

453-495 


BIU 

(from feathers) 
41-47 
35-40 


Tarsus 


Tail 


142-150 210-235 mm. 

113-126 176-210 mm. 

(Baker) 

Wd^u rworftd for Eunjpean birds ad. tj'd' 2V-37 lb. (c. 11-17 kg.); ad. 9 9 
arctic f. 15 Ib. (t7ig.). 

oorrjcas o? ears eapts. Iris dark brossn. Bill plumbeous svith black tip. Legs 
Rtid feet earthy brosvu or gre en i sh brov-Ti; classa blact. 

sttscElI.A^-Eops. Apparently like the Snoss'cock {^Tetrcagallus) emits a 
disgusting stench sion after being lalled. 

353. Eastern little Bustard. Olis telrax orienlaHs Hartert 

Olij ttfror crimtafit Hartert, 1916, Nos-. ZooL 23: 339, pL 2 
(Sarepta, southern Russia) 

Baker, FBI No. 2(K2, Vot 6: 62 
Plate 37, &g. 1 

tocai. KAstEs. Chiela tilccr, OlSja (Punjab); CharSz. (Baluchi). 

Country hen; length c. 46 cm. (18 in.). 

CHARACTERS. Supcxfid^y remmisccnt ofthcfioricans, 356 and 357. 
tf Above, crown and upperparts finely vcrmiculated 

5 buff Face bluc-grc>'. Neck (all round) black, distinctly patterned 
a white loosely hanging necklace with a prominent black-and-white 
collar below it. Rest of underparts white. 

R i Above more or less like female with finer vcnniculations. 

black crescentic markings on breast ill-defined, 

’d&or<' sandy buff with The head and neck streaked with black 
. , - Belazc, chin and throat whitish; breast pale buff ir r ^ularly barred 
** ck crescentic markings; rest of underparts white. 

^ DisTRiBimoK and kabttat. Rather rare but fiurly regular winter 

• ^ ^ northern lYcst Pakistan; frequently takm in Peshawar and adjoin- 

record from GUgit and scs'cral sporadic ones from Kashmir, 
obL* 1964 (Haigam, OL H. Nedou). Stragglers have been 

^ ed in Lud hiana and Gurdaspur districts, Punjab, and Sahaianpur 
D.P. Status in Baluchistan needs investigating. According to C- B. 
in 34; 481) confusion with some other bustard is implicit 

•oakcr^s records of its ahxmdancc there. So iar only one definite record 
UPpomca) of a stra^lcr from Baluchistan — from Onnara in Makran. 
p? coarse grassland and mustard crops. 

Breeds in E, Europe and W, Asia from Poland to NE. 
south to GrttS^c, the Black Sea, Transcaspia, and Afghanistan, 

• S^tory in the northern part of its breeding ranee to winter quarters in 

^>■^3, Iraq, and NlV-IndiaT^ 

^ CESiTiAL HAETTs. Usuallj* keeps in small parties of 3 or 4, sometimes up 
birds, lies close in cover, But when flushed is cas>' to shoot. 

• iore highly esteemed as quarry for trained Sakcr or Charagh falcon and 
0"tca hunted thus. Called ‘ Butterfij- Houbara * from its peculiar v^aries 


in flight which is otherwise strong and direct attained bj’ very rapid wing- 
beats and reminiscent of both partridge and florican. The bird often rises 
to a bright and turns and twists erratically bribre resuming a straight course. 
The noise produced by its quick movement through the air is likened by 
one observer (Willoughby k’^emer, Spain) to ‘ a sibilant see-^see-see-see suggest 
tivc of steam Irom a railvv'ay cn^c as it gets under way ’. 

FOOD. ChicDy vegetarian: shoots, leave and grain. Afro uHccts and 
small animals. 

VOICE and CALLS. Vcr>' silent, Nonr recorded in India. 

BREEDE.'C. Exiralimiird- Season, May to July. A erf a scanty pad of grass 
amidst crops. Eggr 3 or 4. 



Founh primary faa 1 of aduU r ihcrHiEg ctBarjiaatioTU 

Mctecm Diacnoss. For dccripnon of plomigc see Baker, loc. dt.; for detaib 
of plumage phases and structure (also bioaoauca) \Vithcrb>', 1940, 4: 441--i; 
Hartert, 1916, .Vodiilcr Zeobegiece 23: 337-9, 
jeasuezueats 

lllnj Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

o<^ 247 (mu 22-23 64-70 91-103 mm. 

241)-257 (14 measured) 

9 9 242-260 — — — 

(WOtherhs') 

Wright of Iadjan.col]ccted spedmem 1} to 2 lb. (r. 600-900 gm.). 

coiocas m eake eakts. Iris light ydlov.- to orange, htwner m \oung. EiTI 
bZacifrh, ringed with grey or greenish hon^-; greenish or yellowish at base. Legs 
.nd fees yeHovf or gr eent.h yellow to s-cllowish brown. 

CJenus Choeiotis G. R, Gray 

Ckenelis ‘ Pr. B.’ = G. R. Gray, 1 855, CaL Gen. Subgcn. Bds : 1 09. Tj-pe, by origiaa! 
designation. Oris creii Linnaeus 

Diiringuhhcd from all other Indian gesiera of Otididae by its great sire, black- 
crested bead, and Icitgthened fcaiesing of the throat and forenedc. 831 a-nd legs 
compararirdy longer than in Osh. \«ngs broad, very long and pointed. 

.Male mcch largar riarn female. Only a ringle spedes cordned to perjnsular Irdia 
with its nearest congener in Australia. 

354, Great Indian Bustard. Crim'e.'tt rigiiefs fn^ors) 

OHs rijTmpr 5’:gots, IS3) (2 March), 1830-31, Proc. Zoo!. Soe. London: 35 
(Himalayas = Foothills of NW- India ride Ticeinust, 1930, J. Eom. nat. Hct. 
See. 34: 4S2-3) 

Baker, FBI No. 2043, Voh 6: 64 
Plate ST, fig. 5 

LOCAI, stAsrrs. iedis, Gefisnlses, //iSas (Hindi'); Teydfr, Carrris (Punjab); 
Grelnrua pronotnseed ’Csiaes (Jaisalmcr, Rajasri-Jn); CvZrj, Gerards (Sind); 
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(Kutdi); Gift* (Gujarati); (Marathi) ; Sr.-ailu, BhirSr (MadhjTi Pradesh); 

KcrcdhSnk, KarlSnk (Deccan); HaihAkB, ArtbgirM kaUi, Tert- 
laLu (^nnada); Bat nula or Be! mjrcia (Telugu); KerM mylc (Tamil = ‘ mirage 
peacoci ■), and variants. 

, over a metre to top of head. Length o’ 

f. 122 cm. (48 m.); 9 r. 92 cm. (37 in.). 

FIELD CHARACOTRS. A huge ground bird rcminijcent of a small ostrich. 
Horizontal carnage of body and stout bare legs eharacteristic. 

ru^^i ut sandy buff finely vermiculated srith black. Crotvn 

°oweTL^f 

In flight the large size, white neck stretched in front svith contrasting 
black cap on head, white undeiparts with dark breast-band, and large 
. wlutish patches near tips of the broad wings make its identity unmistakable. 

k emale sumlar but much smaller, with the white of head and neck less 
pur^ more vr^iculated with black. Pectoral band absent or merely indi- 
cated on the sides; occasionally fairly complete. 

Young (immature) male differs from female in having buff spots on the 
cro^NiTi, hindneck, and upper back. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTOBimoN and HABITAT. Resident and seasonally nomadic 
disj^mg widely m monsoon with creation of grasslands. Once U. century 
ago) ranged from the present Pakistan (Sind, Punjab) east to W. Bengal and 
Orissa, and southward tlirough the Peninsula to southern Madras (Tiru- 
chirapalli). Distribution now much constricted and numbers dtvindling due 
to human population-pressure — encroachment on its habitats by cultivation 
plus diTOt persecution. Presently rare or absent over much of its former range’ 
but stiU not uncommon in remote areas of Rajasthan, e.g. Jaisalmer. Casuallv 
or regularly seen, and also breeding m small numbers, in parts of Gujarat 
(Saurashtra, Kutch), and Deccan (Ahmednagar district), sporadically smth 
- to M)-sorc. Affects wide open spaces of scanty grassland intersperstd with 
scrub and cultivation in more or less semi-desert country. 

GENERAL Normally met irith in scattered pairs, or parties of 

5 or 6, but drove of up to 25 or 30 not unknoum; larget recorded 34. 
&cceively shy and wary; can seldom be approached srithin gunshot e.\cept 
by subterfuge — m a bullock-cart or on or behind a camel to wliich the 
birds have become mured. However, surprisingly, and foolishly, unperturbed 
by noise and rattle of jeeps which now largely reponsible for its rapid 
decimauon by poachers. Runs at great speed and prefers to squat and 
freeze behind a bush rather than fly away. Takes a feiv steps befL rising 

wilhir’e-'lT* ru “‘vaight off tlie ground. Flight rather 

v^tur^hke, with deliberate rhythmical strokes of the huge wings, never 
h'gn above ground, but often sustained for many miles before realight- 

FOOD. Omnivorous. Grain (whole ears of barley recorded) and tender 
b^ra°rr which mustard is a favourite. Drupa and 
flrariA,’ 'I' locusts, grasshoppers, beetles (Can- 

thandae, Scarabidae and Buprestidae) ; at certain seasons largely the green 
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blister beetle [Cailhcris temncollis), which often taints its flesh. Lizards 

centipedes and snakes (one 2 ft long, and a poisonous phooisa £rAb 

eannala) likewise recorded. Pebbles usually found in stomachs (stones of 
1 inch and IJ in. recorded), and once a complete egg of quail (Cotemfr). 

VOICE and calls. Usual alanii call, a bark or bellow, something like 
hook, whence one of its local names Hookna (Gwalior). In nuptial display a 
deep booming moan audible up to 500 metres away. 

breehinc. Stason, principally betsveen March and September; locally 
also in other montlis. Aril, a shallow depression in the ground at the base 
of a bush in grass-and-scrub country, sometimes sparsely lined with grass 
£gjr, normally a singleton, very rarely tsvo, drab or pale olive-brown in 
ground colour, faintly blotched with deep brown. Average size of 88 eggs 
79'4 x59-6 mm. (Baker). Polygynous, each cock having 3 to 5 hens. Nuptial 
display of cock, given from some slight eminence or mound, consists of 
strutting and posturing and inflaung the special gular sac (with opening 
under the tongue) to grotesque proportions'so that it stretches all down the 
throat protruding belosv like a wobbling bag between the legs. The tail is 
erected well over the back and moved quickly up and down. Sometimes 
performed when there is no' hen in the vicinity; when there is one she usually 
seems quite uninterested. The sequences leading to copulation have not 
been observed. Incubation by hen alone; period unrccoiried. 

(For details of the fantastic and extravagant nuptial display see Hume 
& Marshall, 1879, Gamt Birds of India, Burmah, and Crj/im 1 : 9-10; Dliarma- 
kumatsinhji, R. S., 1962, ‘Display, Posturing and Behaviour of the Great 
Indian Bustard Choriolis nigriceps (Vigors)’, Proc. 2nd All-India Conor. i;ool' 
(1962), pt. 2:277-83.) 

Eggs suffer great destruction from marauding House Crows. On approach 
of an enemy the hen indulges in a distraction display, flying about zigzag 
with legs dangling (Dharmakiimarsinliji). 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). Aioot buff, with black marks on head and back. Brlino, 
buffy white. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

I'ail 

&& 

CI4-7G2 f. 85-95 , 

r. 190-208 

— mm. 

99 

460-5-10 - — 

— 

(Baker) 

1 ad. 9 
(Ruich) 

564 "88 (from skull) 

162 

250 mm. 

• (SA) 

Weight dial 18-32 lb. (r. 8-14-5 kg.); 9 9 8- 

-15 lb. (f. 3 *50-6 *75 kg.) — Various 


authors. 

Crest feathers e. 5 cm. long; less developed in 9 • 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis pale to bright yellotv. Eyelids (unfeathered) cream 
colour. Bill greyish uhitc to greyish browm, blackish at tip and base of upper nun. 
dibic, yellowish on lower. Legs and feet yellowish cream, greyish white, or pale 
plumbeous. 

MISCELLANEOUS.^ Ill his .\femcfirs the Mogul emperor Babur comments 
on the savouriness of its flesh thus: ‘The*flcsh of the leg of some fowls, and 
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of others is excellent; the flesli of every part of the Khareh 
IS ddteious- (Sdlim Ali, 1927, JBNHS 32: 60). Thisl "preehd; the rt^^ 
for the present-day deteriorating status of the bird, and unless effeem 
pracutal measures are taken for its preservation, tlie species is in real dang 
of imrly extinction ; this despite the total official ban on its killing and tl 
taking of its eggs. In the defunct Orirnlal Sporting Magagmo a writer proud 
Tflnq'lfnd ‘h:*' in 'h' 20 years betwee 

bourhnod f AI in neigi 

hi Thme d^js'^ “'■"’'i'- nbundam 

A pure albino among a flock of 9, glistening white ‘ like an egret ■, recorde 
from Kutch (M. K. S. Vijayarajji, 1926, JBNHS 31: 526). 

Genus Chla.mydotis Lesson 
Odamrdotis Lessom 1839, Rev. Zool.: 47. Type, by monotjpy. Oils honhara 
Desfontaincs = P^opbia iwdufa/a Jacquin 

orhrfZl“r' ““"“''■■fnera of Ol!did.-.e by the presence of a curious ere 
ofndated fexAers thinly webbed at tlie base. A ruff on eithefside of neck; feaUie. 

'’'■"bnnging breasL Sexes alike; female somewhat smalle 

ee„7 1 A N- African, and the olh, 

central Asian wintering in NTV. India. 
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355. Honbara Bustard. Chlamydotis undniala macqurrnii (J. E. Gray) 

OluAteywrai-i J. E. Gray, 1832, m Hardivicke’s III. Indian Zool. 2(12)- ol 4 
(Himalayas =rood.ilU of N4V. India ridr Tieehuist, 1930, J. Bom riV Hh 
Soc. 34: 482) 

Baker, FBI No. 2044, Vol. 6: 67 
PUle S7, fig. 4 

fTi, ”■ “ “ “>■ ^ 

Female. Somewhat smaller w-ith ruff and neck-plumes less devdoned 
Young (imma^). Differs from female in having numerous sai^ 
colou^ amwhcad inarkmgs on upper plumage, smaui crest and ruff^^ 
In fligh^ with ni^ outstretched, the white underparts and the rounc 
white patches near the. blackish wing-tips are prominent. 

and HABrrAT. Breeds in small numbers in Baluchis, 
to (Makran). ^rnmon winter visitor to the rest of West Pakisto (Sind 
Punjab) stragglmg east to Ddhi. Southwmxd through Rajasthan and n' 
Gujarat (Banaskanta, Kutch, NkV. Saurashtra). Abundance varying locall, 
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from year to year. Aflccls-opcn Immmocky scmiMJescrt countiy* with sand- 
dunes and flat salt-cncrustcd plains or pats, sparsely dotted with xcrophytic 
bushes (c.g. Gapparis, Salvadora, Suaeda, Salsola) interspersed ^vi^h mmtard 
Adds and otlicr winter cultivation around the far-flung desert canal colonics. 
In Kutcli and Saurashtra in the sandy undulating grassland along the edge 
of the Rann, and among the coastal sand-dunes covered with Uiip {[.eptadenia 
spartium) and similar vegetation; in riverain Punjab in low sparse tamarisk 
scrub on tJie sandy flood plains flanking rivers. 



2 C. I/, uttduhla (RE). 


Exfralimital. Breeds from the S)Tian desert, SE, Transcaucasia, and 
Transcaspia, north to about lat. 51® in Turgai and Turkestan, cast to 
Zaissan Nor, south to the Sinai Peninsula, Arabia, E. Persia, and Baluchis- 
tan. ^Mnters chiefly in Palestine, Arabia, N\V. India, and Egjqit (Peten). 

uioRATiOK. No ringing data. Passes tlirough the Quetta area ofBaluclus- 
tan on spring migration from end of March and in April. Tlicn in large 
numbers on the plains between Pishin and Khwaja Amran (where 4 guns 
have shot 60 birds in a day at this season — hfeinertzhagen). Passes through 
again in autumn (Ticchurst). Fairly plentiful on spring migration in March 
in the Kohat and Kurram vallc)?, N\V. Pakistan (Whitehead). In the 
Sirsa area of the Punjab c. 29®N., 75®E. * a fesv bir^ began arriring in 
September, but were not plentiful till December* (Heath). 

OEKERAX. iiADiTS. Similar to 354, q.v. Excessively wild and unapproach- 
able on foot, especially on a cloudy shindy day. Normal method of shooting 
it is from camel back or from behind a good sulking camd wluch is walked 
round the bird in e^'cr-narrowing circles. When closely approached thus, 
the bird squats, sometimes behind an absurdly diminutive bush, often on 
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the ODcn saijd wth no protection at alh It lies doggo here \s*ith neck out* 
stretched 0at in front, the unblinldng yellow c>’e closely following the 
intruder’s movements. The bird’s contours and coloration blend so perfectly 
with the substrate that special effort is needed to pick it out, even at 15 
metres distance, cv*cn knowing- all the time that it is there ! In Kutch the 
nature of the coastal sand-dunes lends itself to the birds being driven over 
the guns by a line of beaters, and good sport can somedmes be had. The 
flight, seemingly heavy svith slosv wing-beats, is in fact considerably swifter 
than it appears. But the Houbara provides best sport when hunted with 
trmned f^cons, particularly the Chcmig (F. cferrrug) and the Peregrine 
(F, pertgrinas) as is sdll quite popular in I^V. Pakistan, ^^^lcn chased by the 
falcon the bird constantly tries to spiral upss'ards to avert a stoop from abo%'c. 
If successful it is smd to squirt a gummy liquid (anal) on to its pursuer, 
clogging its wings and sometimes causing it to fall to the ground like a stone, 
FOOD. Omniwrous, but largely vegetarian: young shoots of wheat, 
mustard and other oilseed crops, flowers of \*arious grotmd -weeds, drupes 
and berries of bushes such as ^izjphus jvjvha and Grewic populifolia. Also 
insects: black ants, termites, locusts and grasshoppers, and beetles 
(Tenebrionidae, Scarabidae, Cantharidae and others). Rarely centipedes, 
lizards, and small snakes as well, 
votes and CAiis. Very silent. None recorded. 

BRSEDiKa. Chiefly cxtralimital; in small numbers in Baluchistan 
(hfefcran). Nowhere else authentically reported witlun our boundaries. 
J/esi, a bare depression in the sand or amongst stones in desert, under 
shdter of a small bush or grass tussock. 3 or 4 brownish stone colour, 
tinged with olive and blotched and spotted wth umber-brown and pale 
secondary markings. Average size of 140 eggs 62*3 x45- 1 mm, (FBI). 

Museum Diagnosis. For detdis of plumage see Baker, loc. dc; far farther iafor- 
mation (plumage phases, structure, bionomics, etc.) Witherby, 1940, 4: 446-9. 
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'Vieg 

Bill ' 
(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tafl ^ 

cfd’ 

363-411 

34-38 

f. 125 

2 16-24 1 mm. 

99 

342-381 

30-34 

- — 

(Biker) 

<?(? 

383-430 

35-42 

93-102 

185-205 mm. 

9 9 

. 345-380 

32-36 

— , 

(Wiihcrby) 


hGddlc toe 42-51 mm. (Baker). 

Wdglit o’ 4 lb. to 5 lb. 4 oz. (c. 1 • 80-2 • 40 kg.) ; g 9 2 Ib. 10 oz. to 3 lb. 1 2 or. 
(c, 1*20-1*70 kg.) — Hume. 

COLOUM OF BARE PARTS, Iris pale to bright golden yellow. Bill: upper mandibic 
lo^'cr mandiWc and gape gr een ish or ^•cUowish horn. Legs and feet greenish, 
plumbeous, or brownish yeUow, 

Genus Eupodotis Lesson 

Eupc<iotu Lesson, 1839, Rev, Zool: 47. T^-pe, b^- subsequent designation, Oiis rhsai 
Ruppell not Gtntlln « Otis srr.sgcUrjis Vieillot 
Very like the next genus, Sjphestides, differing from it only in that the adult male 
does not have a non-breeding or * edipse * plumage, retaining sexual dimorphism 
throughout the year. Represented in ottr area by a single rndoefaiaese spedcs. 
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FOOD. Omnivorous; largely v^etarian: shoots and flowers of mustard 
and other oilseeds and crops, succulent grasses, seeds, berries, wild carda- 
mom, Among insects chiefly locusts, grasshoppers, beetles, ants. Occarionally 
takes lizards and small snakes- A good deal of gravel usually found in 
stomachs. 

VOICE and calls. Normally very silent. \Vhcn startled a shrill metallic 
fhik-rhik-chik. Ordinaiy note same, but softer and more plaintive, 

BREZDDJO. SeasoTij in Assam March to June, chiefly late March and 
early April; elsewhere June-July-August recorded. Akrf, a slight depression 
on the ground in the ^’ast expanses of grassland along the Himalayan foot- 
hills. Nests very difficult to find as incubating female runs off through the 
rootstocks, filing only when a long way a^N’ay. almost invariably 2, 

smooth, glossy’, regular ovals, olivc-grccn with small and large blotches of 
purple and purple-brown and a few secondary markings of pale purplish 
grc>'. Average size of 100 eggs 64*3x45'8mm, (Baker). Incubation by 
female alone; period c. 30 days. On drcuiustantial c\’idcncc male pro- 
miscuous, attracting indiridual ready-to-breed females by his cxtrav’agant 
display. He springs up vertically 8 or 10 metres above the grass-tops with a 
little croak and a peculiar deep humming, hovering on extended quivering 
wings, and floats doNsm perpendicularly to the same spot, repealing the 
manocuvTC every' little while. Courts approaching female in the manner of 
a turkey cock, rairing and spreading tail, trailing wings on ground, and 
himuning as before. (Mechanics of this sound unknown.) After copulation 
he apparently takes no further interest in raising a family. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt 

Chick (in down). Abo%’c and below warm rtdbxo-buff. Crown rufous mixed 
with nifescent brown and bordered by a stripe of the same colour from each side, 
meeting bebind at the nape and continuing partly down the back of the neck; 
ear-coverts bordered with rufescent brown; hack and wings mixed rufous-buff anrt 
rufescent brown; a patch of rufous bordered by rufescent brown from lower neck 
to breast and a patdi of rufesccul brown on each side of the breast; tiugbs with 
three broad rufesccal brown bands on outer side. Iris brown (C. hL Inglis, 
JENHS28: 1134). 

icEASUREME-vts. 9 ^I'mg 338-363; Bili (from feathen) 33^39 tnm. (Baker). 

Tarsus c. 165; Tail r. 190 mm. Female only slightly la r ger than male but usually 
heavier. Weight o'? 4 to 5 Ib. (1*80-2*25 kg.). 

OOLOURS or B.M(£ BARTX. Iris ydlow or b ro w n. Bill dark homy or plumbeous 
brown, }’cIlowish on lower mandible and at gape. Tj*gs and feet straw-yellow, some- 
times tinged with green or plumbeous, or paler and dingier. 

Genus Sypheotides Lesson 

Sjphrtidts Lesson, 1839, Rev. ZooL: 47. Type, by subsequent designation, 

Ofir caiis Latham = Otfr tedica J. F. MIDcr 

IMffeis from Oiis and C-Jcrjd:itis in its comparatively longer tamn equal to about 
one-third length cf wing. Primaries very attenuated; notched on inner web. Unlike 
EepdstiSf male has a scasonrj female-Eke non-breedmg or eriipse plumage, but 
scparaticttj of the genus on this character alone inconsistent with other rimHar cases 
and seems doubtfully necessary. 

Has only a single speaes confined to the Indian rubregioa. 
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356. Bengal Florica n . Eupodotis hcr.gcUrjis beugclmsij (Gmclin) 

Otis tfngcZcruis Gmclia, 1789, SyaL NaU 1(2): 724 (Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 2046, Vol. 6:71 
Plate 37, fig. 3 

LOCAL .rtAMES. ChoTos, Cfearg, Q'Jiat (Hindi); D^har (Bengal)', Ablai Bor 9 
(Tcrai); Clu nena (= peacock of the ulu grass. Nowgong, Assam); Deo tiriling 
(Cachaj). ^ 

SIZE. Domestic hen -f ; standing c. 55 cm. (c, 2 ft) to top of head. Length 
o' £, 66 cm. (26 in.) ; 9 slightly larger. 

FIELD OLARACTERS. A t)’pical bustard with longish bare legs and hori- 
zontal carriage of body, 

Male. Mopp)* crested head, neck, and underparts vdvety jet black, 
^ck bufly' brown, heastily mottled and vcrmiculalcd and with bold black 
arrowhead marks. A bunch of elongated plumes overhanging breast- Exposed 
parts of closed wings showing up as a glistening w’hite patch. In flight large 
size, outstretched neck, legs tucked under body, and conspicuous blaii- 
and-whitc (or pied) plumage make its identity unmistakable. 

Female and o' in first plumage. Ov’crall rufous-buff and sandy-bufi^ 
mottled wnth black on back and with bold arrowhead marks. No white 
patcdi on wings. Crown of head dark browm with a bold buff coronal streak 
or ' centre parting *. 

Young (immature) males, vide Baker, assume the adult or a semi-adult 
plumage at the first spring moult, but often rc%*ert to the jm’cnile plumage 
the following autumn. Once fully acquired (presumably at the second 
spring moult) the adult o' plumage is retained in all seasons. 

- STATUS, DISTRIBUTION' and HABITAT. Resident. Assam, East Pakistan, 
duals and terai of Bhutan, Bengal, Nepal, and Kumaon (Uttar Pradesh), 
west to about the Jumna (Yamuna) river. Commonest in Assam Valley' 
from about the MIshmis cast of Sadiya westward to the Manas river, chiefly 
north of Brahmaputra in the extensive grassland and ckcurs going right into 
the Bhutan and NEFA foothills. Rare south of Brahmaputra Valley; strag- 
glers obtained in Tlppera and Chittagong; absent in Ma^pur. Less common, 
rare, or a straggler west of the Manas in Nepal and Kumaon tcrai. Affects tall 
grassland interspersed \rith scattered scrub and bushes, especially’ where grazed 
down to about half-metre height or regenerating after the seasonal firing. 

CES'ERAL HABITS. Unlike bustards of the genus Oiis, not gr^arious.' 
Keeps in widely spaced solos, sometimes 4 to 8 birds thus in a restricted 
vicinity'. Feeds out in fairly' open short grassland or burnt patches in the 
mly morning and c\*ening, retiring into thicker cover as the morning 
ads’ances. The sexes also keep more or less segregated, males and females 
usually to different patches. Very wary in open country, but in tall conceal- 
ing grass lies low and flushes only when within a fmv metres. Flics. long 
distances at grass-top height when flushed and runs on speedily upon alight- 
ing so that the bird has moved a long way dff by the time the observer reaches 
the spot. Flight like other bustards’, by thytiimic strokes of the broad 
wings, neck outstretched and legs and feet tucked under body — not trailing 
behind as in a stork or crane. 
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357. I.eekh or Lesser Florican. Sypheotides indiea (J, F. Miller) 

OHs irdkaj. F. Miller, 1782, Icon. Anita-, pL 33 (India) 

Baker. FBI No. 2045, VoL 6: 6S 
Plate 57, fig. 6 

LOCAx. NAMES. Lctkh, Odiola chdrnt or ehardz, Bdrsa^ or Kcld chdrdz or tdgdSr 
(tCndi); Chhoia ifd.^.ar, Likh (Bengal); Khdr ir.5r (Gujarat); Txfocr (Kutdi); Khdr tt.ut 
— grass peacock, Tdmur (Sind); Khar Utlar (Bhil); C&V rear (Bclgama); Kazasul 
(Kannada); ATafa nVi: (Triugu); Werregukozhi (TamU) ;Gtcita ISzhi (Mala^-alam) . 

SIZE. Domestic hen. Length o' ^* "^ (18 in.); 9 c. 51 cm. (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small bitslard ^^ith the typically longish bare 
and horizontal carriage of body. 

Male (breeding). Chiefiy black-and-witite with a tuft of narrow spatu- 
latc-cnded upeurving black plumes projecting behind the head, three on 
cither side. 

Male (winter: non-breeding). Similar to female, but with much w'hiie 
on wing. 

Female. Overall sandy' buff, mottled and with blackish arrow'hcad 
marks on back. Two parallel blackish stripes down centre of throat and 



foreneck. Forehead and crow-n black with a pale median stripe or * centre 
parting *. No head plumes. Slightly’ larger than male. 

For derwny chick see Museum DiagtuKis. 

STATUS, DBTRjBtrnoN' and habitat. Resident; irregular local migrant, 
and also nomadic in the rainy' season (SW'. monsoon). \V- Pakistan (coastal 
hlakran, southern Sind), Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat (including Saurashtra 
and Kutdi), south through the Peninsula to Mysore and Madias; straggler 
to Kerala. ’IV’andcring erratically’ eastward through Uttar Pradesh, Nepal 
(k^aUcy? and tcrai), Bihar, Orissa, "VV. Bengal to slightly cast of Tccsta 
river in Bhutan duars (c. 89'’E-).Rarc in the coastal strip between the Wcslcm 
Ghats and the sea. -Affects tall grassland with scattered bushes, and standing 
crops of cotton and millets; chiefiy plains, but a vagrant has been oblrined 
in the Nilgiris at r. 1000 metres. 

incRATTON (local). Of about 500 males in breeding plumage ringed by 
Raol Shri Dharmakumaisinhji in the crErivlulc Bhavnagar State of Gujarat 
in seven successive seasons (^rivecn 1943 and 1949), 18 have so for been 
rcco\*crcd. Ten of these were in the same area where ringed, the others 
mostly w’cli within a radius of 50 kilometres. The reccr.'crics were all in 
subsequent breeding seasons, of birds that had presumably returned to 
breed; theyr ranged from one to four years after ringing. No recoveries have 
be e n r e p o rted in the non-breeding season, or fiom peninsular India whence 
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the birds arc bclicv'cd to be derived (excepting one of a male from Baroda), - 
ihcrcforc the offseason migratory movements still remain obscure. 

From his observational data Dharmakumardnhji suggests that the 
majority of breeding birds in Saurashtra and Kutch arc immigrants from 
peninsular India. They arrive on the south-east coast of Saurashtra from 
the direction of Gujarat and Bombay across the Gulf of Cambay (Hying 
individually, not in flocks) from the end of May to August depending upon 
the timing and intensity of the SW. monsoon, returning in the same south- 
easterly dirccdon about October/November, the" males apparently leaving 
before the females. 

GENERAL HABITS. Broadly similar to 356, q.v. Much less shy and wild 
than other bustards or Ben^ Florican. ^Vhen flushed usually flics a con- 
siderable distance, running on immediately upon alighting and difficult to 
flush a second time. Wing-beats more rapid than other bustards* and re- 
miniscent of Rcdwattlcd Lapuing. Capable of astonishing turn of speed 
when flushed by beaters and chased by trained ‘ waiting on * Pcr^rinc or 
Cherrug falcon. Normally relies for safely chiefly on lying low and running 
through cover. 

FOOD. Insects of all kinds, mainly grasshoppers (Acrididac), beetia 
(Cantharidae, Chrysomelidae, Buprestidae, Scarabidac); sometimes centi- 
pedes, lizards, and frogs. Also takes vegetable matter: shoots of crops, grass 
and herbs, seeds, drupes and berries, e.g. At certain seasons feeds 

very laigcly on blister beetles (Mj-labris)^ tainting the flesh which is othcr- 
>visc highly esteemed as a table delicacy. Insects secured on ground and on 
grasses by jabbing at them with pointed bill like cattle egret, or leaping 
up in the air to snap at sucli as a flying grasshopper. 

VOICE and calls. A characteristic harsh frog-like croak emitted by 
male during his jumping display; sometimes from the ground. Also * a short 
whistle-likc caH ^vhen frightened * (Dharmakumarsinhji). A low chuckle 
constantly uttered ^vhilc feeding. Croak of female similar but disdnedve. 
Another 9 call, peeoOj apparently meant to attract attendon of male. 

BREEDING. Seosotif chicfly July, August, and September as soon as suffi- 
cient grass cover becomes available in otherwise dry areas. Disperses to 
breed over vast tracts of country in years of good rainfall. No special 
nest. Eggs normally 4, sometimes 3 or 5, laid on the bare ground often 
even without any depression, in some bare patdi of short grass or in 
crops. Colour: some shade of olive-brown, variously mottled, streaked and 
blotched with brown. Average size of 57 eggs 49*1 x41‘3 mm. (Baker). 
Incubadon by hen alone; period unrecorded. On circumstandal evidence 
male promiscuous, like Bengal Florican, attracting individual ready-to- 
breed females by his ^vcll-kno^vn springing display, mating with them, and 
taking no further interest in raising the family. Tlie attraction or advertise- 
ment display serves to repel rivals from a territory' and attract eligible hens. 

It is given from a bare spot, usually some little eminence in grassland or 
standing crops. The cock flexes his legs and springs perpendicularly in the 
air to a height of two or three metres depending on the surrounding grass. 
At the apogee tlie neck is arched back\vards till almost resting on the back 
and he utters a guttural frog-like croak. The \rings are partially open level 
with the body and fluttering rapidly, the legs pulled in as in the sitting 
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position. The bird then floats or parachutes down vertically to the starting- 
point; tail spread, 1^ gradually lowered for landing and often kicked for- 
ward and back as if running on air, to steady himsclC A complete sprite 
occupies 4 or 5 seconds and is soon repeated. Activity is most intense in the 
early mornings and late afternoons, but continues more or less throughout 
the day if cloudy and drizzly. While serving to safeguard his territor)' and 
attract hens, the display unfortimatcly renders the cock particularly vulner- 
able to enemies, chiefly human, and is responsible for much of the decimation 
of the species by poachers and vandalistic * sportsmen *, 

(For" an excellent study of the courtship display, b^aviour, and habits 
of the Lesser Florican see Dharmakumarsinhji, K. S., 1950, J. Bm, nat. 
Hist. Soc. 49: 201-16.) 

Mcszim Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Bakery loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). * An almost uniform dirty pale ytUow colour with an un- 
closed V on the crown of the bead in dingy black, and blotches, rather stripy, of 
black on the wing, back and sides, and about the can; legs and beak a colour between 
pale blue and pale pink and on the tip of the beak a little lump of pale pearly white 
(Davidson quoted by Hume). 

IfEAStTREUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

180-204 31-38 r. 85-95 82-U4.mm. 

9 9 209-248 37-42 — — 

(Baker) 

Weight o’ 9 I lb. 2 oz. to 1 lb. 10 or. (e. 510-740 gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis pale ycUow or brownbh fawn colour. Bill: upper 
mandible homy brown, lower yellowish flesh. and feet fleshy or dinky >*cIlow 
{* old discoloured ivory * — SA). > 

• 

Order Charadriiforues 

Stresemann, E., 1927-34, Aves: 774-5 (Laro-Limicolac) ; Wilhcrb^' r/a/., 1940, 
Handbook, 4: I5I-2 

Family Jacanidae: Jafanas 

(For morphological characters see Baker, 1929, FBI 6: 39; Stresemann, E., op. 
cit.: 767-8; Van Tyne & Eerger, 1959, Fundamentals of Omitbohijr: 437),' 

Key to the Genera 

Page . 

A A lappet at base of bill resting against forehead (less pronounced in 

yoimg birds); primaries not attenuated Afetopidius 201 

B No frontal lappet; first and fourth primaries attenuated 

Hjdrophasianus 198 

Genus Hydrophasianus Waglcr 
Hjdrophasiamu Waglcr,' 1832, Isis von Oken, col. 279. Type, by original dcsignstion, 
PtfTTfl efttnerwu aucl. = Tringa chirurgus Scopoli 
Bill more, slender than in Afetcpiduis ivilh no lappet at base. Toes similarly 
elongated, but hind claw shorter. 1st and 4th primaries (as.) attenuated, the first 
into a barblcss shaft terminating in a spatulate web, the fourth prolonged into an 
attenuated pointl W'ing furnished with a strong sharp spur at the carpal joint, or 
bend. Both sexes assume a nuptial plumage and are alike, but female larger. 

Contains a single species. 

• See Appendix 
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358. Pheasant-tailed Ja^ana. Hydrophasianus chirurgus (Scopoli) 

Tringa Chirurgus Scopoli, 1786, Del. Flor. cl Faun. Insubr., fasc. 2: 92 
(‘ In nova Guiana * = Luzon ex Sonnerat) 

Baker, FBI No. 2032, Vol. 6: 42 
Plate 36, fig. 16 

LOCAL NASifs. Fiho, Pihu^a (Hindi) ; Gund kdo, Gair kov (Kashmir) ; Surdal, Sakdal, 
Afiwa, Dal kukra, Bkepi, Jdl manjoT,Jdl mdyuryjdl kokra, Chitra billai (Bengal, Bihar); 
Lobo dak (Santhali); Rani d:dao gophita = ‘ Little WTiiie IVatcf Princess ’ (Cachar); 
Yem pardbd =s Cock fowl (Manipuri); Pan kukkuld, Ballal shu, Vil giraoa (Sinhala); 
Aliwa, Afanal purd (Tamil); Tamara kozhi (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge. Length (excluding tail) c. 31 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. In breeding plumage a striking while and chocolatc- 
browTi rail-like marsh bird with enormous spidery toes and pointed sickle- 
shaped pheasant tail. Face and foreneck while; hindneck pale silky golden 
yellow. In flight, the large amount of white in plumage and pointed doim- 
curved tail arc diagnostic pointers. In the distance pied colour pattern, 
long gently cur\’ing tail and slow flapping iving-action reminiscent of Magpie 
{Pica pica). Sexes alike; female slightly larger. 

In non-breeding (winter) plumage chiefly pale brown and white with a 
black * necklace * on upper breast, and minus the long tail. In flight, hair- 
brown head and back, and ivhitc ivings ivith black tips conspicuous. 

Young (immature). No yellow on sides of neck; dark gorget broken 
up with white. Crown dull rufous-brown; feathers of upperparts pale-edgcd 
producing a faintly scalloped effect. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident; moving locally with 
conditions of Rood and drought. All India (including Assam and Manipur), 
both Pakistans, Nepal, Ceylon. In summer normally up to c. 1500 metres 
in Kashmir Valley (once recorded on Vishan Sar lake, c. 3700 m.) and 
theouterHimalayas. A straggler taken in Gilgit (Scully, 1882, SF 10: 142)» 
and once recorded at Palseo in Lahul, c. 3800 m. (Whistler, 1925, Ibisi 203). 
Mostly descending to the plains in winter. Affects lotus, singara (Traj^a), 
water hyacinth {Eichhomic^ and other floaling-vcgctation-covercd jhccis, 
tanks, and ponds. 

Exlrelimital. Burma, Thailand, and eastward to S. China and Formtwa, 
south to Malay Peninsula, Jav’a, Cambodia, Philippine Islands. 

GENERAL HABITS, Fccds in the opcn among tlic surface vegetation oti 
large jhccis as is'cll as small village and temple tanks, sometimes submerging 
licad completely. Trips about lightly on the floating water-lily and singara 
leaves and tangles, the enormous spreading toes functioning like snow- 
shoes to distribute and support its weight; calmly steps on to the next leaf 
when the supporting one has slowly sunk dow-n to belly Ie\'cl. Normally not 
shy: frequently seen mosang about complacently on tillage tanks in the 
proximity’ of people noisily batlring and W'ashing round the edge. Gregarious 
in winter, then often collecting in flocks of 50 to 100 birds. Non-breeding 
dress very obllteralhe when feeding amongst the surrounding dr^' lily pads, 
but black-tipped white wings flash into prominence, as in pond heron, when 
the bird rises. Flight feeble and rail-like, rcmimsccnt also of lapwing, with the 
large feet dangling behind ; seldom more than 2 or 3 metres above the surface. 
The purpose of the wingspur is obscure. It is apparently not used in fighting. 


FOOD. Chiefly vegetable matter — seeds, roots, 'etc. Also aquatic 
nsccts and their larvae, and bivalves and other molluscs. 

VOICE and calls. In w-inicr a peculiar nasal mewing tern, town uttaed 
hiefly when a flock flies off on alarm. In breeding season — * a loud mmical 
le-e^ou, m-e-ou or me-onp * often taken up by another bird in the VKamty. 
:t has many shortened variants * perhaps the commonest bring a loud open 
ioo * (R. S, P. Bates). A third call described as uttered by the cock alone 

0 attract the female (A. Hoffmann). ^ 

DREEDWO. Reason, in Kaahmir from about 2nd week of May into July; 

n the plains during the SW. monsoon, principally June to ScpKmte; m 
>:yIon mainly March to July, but also in January. Hest, an insignificant 
kimpy pad or raft of grass or weed stems freely floating or restmg on partly 
ubmerged vegetation {HydHUa); somclimcs eggs laid directly on angora, 
vatcr-lily, or ■yvatcr hyacinth {Eichhamia) leaves. Eggs, 4, peg-top 
flossy greenish bronze or rufous-brown, unmarked. Average size of IW 
^ 37 *4 X27 -6 mm. (Baker). Incubation by male alone; period f. 20 days. 

'^ntrary to accepted bcHcf and published accounts, now weertmn^ that 

he larger female is polyandrous as in Painted Srupc (^sfralula). In 
bUoiving facts also established: Male acquires territory 
>thcr males which female later helps to defend «goromly while her liauon 
vith the owner lasts. Eggs laid at 24-hour, intervals, in the morrunp Male 
:ommences incubation from the first egg. Frequently removes the ‘ 

1 distance maybe of several metres, when disturbed, as by observers hid . 
rhis done by pressing egg between throat and breast and dragpng or rolling 
t over the matted vegetation, liimsclf waiting hacVwards. Eggs 

loatcd across any intervening narrow channels of clear water or ovt 3- partly 
ubmerged mat olHjirilla (confirmed and photographed by 
iometimes by holding pointed end in bill and dragging egg backwa^ 
I S Serrao & P. B. Shetar, 1962, JfneshUer for BirdwaUhers Vol. 

Wale tends the nidifugous chides in early stages svilh great soliatude, 
KThrmins ' broten-wing ■ nnd 'rat-run’ distraction displays to miilean 
in intruder. Downy chicks lie doggo at command often fully submerge , 
lidden under a floating leaf, except for the bill sticking out at 
Je rears two, and sometimes three famih'es in a season. How many cluttt 
i female lays in a season here unknown; in China 7-10 duties rccor c 
It intervals of 9-12 days betsveen each (Hoflmann, A., 1949, 

JahihUcher, Bd. 78, Heft 4, Jena). _ 

Mbsxum Diaonohs. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dn « liMO 
For description of chick just getting out of down plumage, see UTiutlef, H., • 

BNHS4I:483. 

JJEA5UREUZNH ' 

Wing Bill Tanus 

182-242 25-29 54-59 145-325 mm. 

(fromfeathen) (gencrany ow 200 mm.) 

(Baker) 

Ight 10 tJ 5 120-180 (av. 143-4) pin.— DNHS. . 

OLOURS of BARE PARTS. Breeding . Iris brown. Bill slaty blue, paler at up. 
feet pale bluish plumbeous. Hon-bruding. Irts pale ytllow. Bill basal ball ye » 
ainal half brown. Legs and feet dull greenish to dull plumbeous (Baker). 


d’9 
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Genus Metopxdius Waglcr 

Meispidiss \Vaglcr, 1832, Isis von Oken, coL 279. T^’pe, by subsequent designation, 
PcTTa caxta Cuvier Porta indUa Latham 
Head smaD. BDl moderately long, straight, and compressed, the culmen curved 
at tip; a lappet at base resting against the forehead and rounded behind. Tail short. 
“SVing not rounded: 1st and 2nd primaries (as.) subequal and longest; a tubercular 



OCf-V, 

spur on carpal joint. Toes greatly elongated: middle toe vrithout claw longer t han 
tarsus ; hind claw excessively long. Tarsus with transverse shields in front and bdund. 
Sexes alike in all seasons; no special nuptial plumage, but female larger male. 
Contains a single species. 


359. Bronzewinged Ja^ana. Metepidius indicus (Latham) 

Pena vtdica Latham, 1790, Index Om. 2; 765 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 2031, VoL 6: 40 
Plate 36, fig. 18 

lOCAL KAUES. Ddl pipi, JSl pipit Ker&t^a (Bengal) ; Pr^', Kwiitn (Bihar) ; Kattn 
(Pumea) ; Kdlo jol rtanjcr (Gujarati) ; Pipi (Cadiar) ; Thamnaekmhi * rumung 
on lotus leaves * (Mampur). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge ±;Icngth (ji c.28cm. (11 in.); 9 c, 31 cm. (12 in,). 

PTELD CHARACTERS. A Icggy sw’amp bird sommvhat like a moorhen, 
with enormous spidery toes. Head, neck, and breast glossy black. Back 
and %vings metallic greenish bronze. Stub tail chestnut-red. A broad white 
stripe finm e^’C to nape. Sexes alike; female somewhat larger. 

Young (immature). Above, crown and nape rufous-brown; a short 
dull white supcrcilium. Back more or less as in adult but paler; upper tail- 
coverts barred white and brmvn, rufous wdth terminal black band. 
Below, chiefly sullied rufous-white, 

STATUS, DETRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident; common and widely 
spread. All India (excepting western Punjab and western Rajasthan), 
cast through Assam and hfanipur, south through the Peninsula to Kanya- 
kuman. Also Nepal (tcrai) and East Pakistan. Absent in West Pakistan and 
Ceylon. Affects floating-vegetation-covercd jheels.and tanks in the plains 
and plateau coimtry largely co-cxisdng with 358. Does not ascend the hills. 

Extralimiial. Burma, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Malay Peninsula, 
Java, Sumatra. 

GEiieral HABITS. Very similar to 358, q.v. When surprised in the open, 
far from cover, partially submerges itself for concealment, keeping only the 
biU exposed. If persistently harried, as sometimes by local shikaris, will take 
refuge on dry land amongst standing crops whence it ^vUl flush like Painted 
Snipe when walked up. Is a good diver and swimmer, but poor on the ^ring, 


flying coot-like with neck extended and large feet trailing clumsily bclund. 
After a few metres, low above the surface, re-alights on the floating weeds 
to continue ‘ leaf trotting *. 

FOOD. As in 358, chiefly vegetarian, but abo insects and molluscs. 

VOICE and caixs. A short harsh cry, or gnmt, given as contact note 
between indiriduals. An agonistic or aggressive shrill, wheezy, piping 
seek-seek^seek etc. 

BREEDING. Sfoson, Junc to September, commencing soon after the SW. 
monsoon has properly set in. AVjf, a flimsy pad of a few roughly put-tegether 
grasses or weed stems, placed on matted vegetation. Eggs often laid directly 
on floating lotus or singara {Trapa) leaves. Eggs normally 4, very glossy and 
handsome, peg-top shaped, bronze-brown with an irregular nefivork of 
blackish scrawk. Average size of 120 eggs 36*4 x25* 1 mm. (Baker). Female 
occasionally helps male by bringing a few grasses to the nest during their 
temporary liaison. Contrary to published accounts, and correlated with 
her larger size, female pol>'androus‘with a similar breeding biology to 358 
and Painted Snipe (D. N. Mathew, 1964, JBNHS 61(2): 295-302). Incuba- 
tion by male alone; period not definitely determined, but certainly longer 
than the * 14 to 16 days* presumed by Baker. Details require further study. 
Chicks tended entirely by male. AVhen alarmed, one observ’ed scurrying 
off over floating weeds ^\ith a newiy hatched chick tucked under his wing 
completely hidden except for its long legs dangling, and dropping it by 
opening wings when safety attained (Kingsley Kefford). 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing Bin . Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

3 <PtP 153-177 37-11 65-68 40-52 mm. 

4 9 9 170-184 40-45 70-72 43-51 mm. 

Hind claw o' 65-70; 9 54-r73 mm. (SA) 

Weight 10 (3 9 (ad. & imm.) 94-210 (av. 154*6) gm.— BNHS. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill greenish yellow, tinged with red at 
base, pure yellow at tip; frontal lappet livid red. Legs and feet dull gre e n. 


Family Haematopodidae: Oystercatchers 
Treated as a genus (Hamatopus) of the family Charadriidae by many authors. 
Characten as of the genus (below). Sec aUn Van Tyne & Berger, 1959, Fundar'^tals 
of Ormtholo^i 439. 


Genus Haematopus. Linnaeus ; 

Hamaiopus Linnaeus, 1758, SjTt. NaL, cd. 10, 1 : 152. T^’pe, by monotypy, 
Hemalopas ostralegus Linnaeus 

Characters as of the family. Bill very long, compressed, slightly truncated at end. 
Nostril linear, narTo%v, placed near the base of a groove wluch extends about half 
way to tip of upper mandible. Wings long and pointed: 1st primary (as.) longest. 
Tarsus short, stout, and reticiJated throughout- No hind toe; anterior toes short, 
stout, and edged laterally with a narrow rocrohranc; slightly webbed, especially 
between 3rd and 4ih toes. 

Genus cosmopolitan; one species >vith two races within our limils. 
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Haematopus ostralegus Linnaeus 
Key to the Snbspecies 

Outer web of first and occasionally second primary black; outer wefa 


of remaining primaxfcs marked with white ff. ostralegas 

Outer web of first five or six primaries black; outer web of remaining 
primaries marked with white o. oicidans 


360. Oystercatcher or Sea-Ke. Haematopus ostralegus ostralegus Linnaeus 

Hoerratopus Ostralegus linnacus, 1758, Syst. Nan, ed. 10, i : 152 
(Europe and America = Oland) 

Eater, FBI No. 21 10, Vol. 6: 165 
Plate 39, fig. 5 and Plate 42, fig. 1 

LOCAL KAMES. Dosya gajpam (Hindi) ; Terra kali ulauka (Telugu) ; Dsbak (Sind). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge -f ; length c. 42 cm. (16 in.). . 

HELD CHARACTERS. A Striking black and white shore bird with stoutxsh 
2 nd long straight laterally compressed orangc-red bill, snipc- 
IJc but blunt or truncated at tip. In flight the broad white band across the 
black wings, white lower back and underparts contrasting with the black 
cad, breast, and tail arc diagnostic pointers. Sexes alike. 
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^oung (immature) has the black parts browner, feathers of m^tlc 
^^^rrowly edged or scalloped with white. Centre of chin and throat whitish ; 
a broad white patch on forencck. 

*^ATus, DBrioBUTTON and HABITAT. Winter s’isitor mainly to the sea 
and ofishore islands. Commoner on the w'cst coast than the cast; 
abundant in W. PaHstan on the Makran coast and about Karachi. Ceylon 
(aorthem coasts). Has been recorded once (subspecies?) at Wular I^e, 
obriously on passage (^Vard,- JBNHS 17: 946), and sporadically 
on shingle banks of large rivers inland and fairly lugh up in the hills also 
on migration. Considerable numbers of non-breeding birds oversummer 
on the West Pakistan coast (Karachi, Makran). Affects sandy and rocky 
shores, 

^xtrelmztal. Breeds on the ’coasts of Europe, south to N. Spain. Also 
on the coasts of the Black and Caspian seas. iVinters south to AfHca. 
wiORATiON. No data. 
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GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in Small scattered flocks on the seashore amongst 
dunlins, sand plovers and other waders, running about and probing into 
the wet sand for food at low tide, bunching up on rocks and marking time 
when the water rises. Al^^ays exceedingly >vild and •wary. In fading light, 
silhouette when fi>’ing a\vay from or to^^a^ds the observer very like Whistling 
Teal [Dendroe^gna), 

FOOD. lAargely marine molluscs; also sand worms (Annelida) and small 
cnistaceans. The specialized bill helps to prise limpets off rocks and chisel 
out the contents from the shells. 

VOICE and calls. A loud plaintive whistle or pipe repeated in varying 
tempo and shrillness depending on whether uttered as a contact note or 
alarm call. Curiously enough this whistle is abo sometimes very reminbeent 
of the ^Vhbtli^g Tcalb. 

BREEDING. RNtrahmital. Season, c. May-June. A'kr/, a depression on the 
shingly seashore above high-tide mark. Eggs, 3 or 4, bro^vrush buff spotted 
wth black and dark grey. 

Museum Diagnosis. For detaib of plumages, structure, etc. (abo bionomics), 
see >Vithcrby, 1940, 4: 418-21. 

Some of our winter \isItors possibly belong to the rather paler — more brov.*imh 
less black — race longipes Buturlin, as suggested for Sind birds b>* Ticchunt. In that 
racebni 84-97 mm. (aN'er. B9’5), tarsus 47-55 ram. (aver. 50*3) in 14 adults (Vaurie, 
1965,2:369). 


Wing 

BUI 

Tamis 

TaU 

o' 9 240-261 

(from feathers) 
77-90 

f, 48-54 

99-114 mm. 




(Baker) 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris Tcd Or orangc-rcd. Bill bright orangc-red, paler and 
dufler at extreme tip. Legs and feet dull browimb purple or purple-red. 

361. Chinese Oystercatcher. Haematopus ostralegus osculcns Swinhoc 

HaemaSopus osadens S>vinhoe, 1871, Proc, Zooh Soc. London: 405 (North China) 
Baker, FBI No. 2111, Vol. 6; 166 

LOCAL NAMES. As foT 360. 

SIZE. Same as 350. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. IndbtinguishablefromSGO, q.v. (sec Key and Museum 
Diagnosis). 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT- UnknotsTi except that a pair of 
o>*stcrcatchers once found breeding in the Khulna Sunderbans of E. Pakbtan 
presumablj belonged to thb eastern race. But no specimens collected at the 
time and no confirmation since. 

Extrelitmlalo * Breeds on the coasts (and probably some of the larger 
rfvOT) of NE. Asia from E. Siberia, Kamchatka and the Commander Is,, 
south to Korea, N. China and Japan. IVIntcrs south to S. China, N. Burma 
and Bengal* (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Presumably as of 350. 

BREEDING. Two Ircsh ^gs taken on 22 April (1922) on stony ground 
near the seashore in Khulna Sunderbans of East Pakistan, where young 
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alio seen the following year (Stanford, JBKHS 39: 867). The eggs — -deep 
brownish buff spotted ^sTth black, lavender and dark grey — measured 
53*6 x39-7 and 52-5 x40-0 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Like 360 but slightly larger and with a longer bill. The 
amount of while on the primaries is gemralljr less, the first primary (as.) seldom 
showing any white at all on the inner web. 

MEASUREMENTS. Wing ^ 9 260'277 (once 284); bill (from feathers) c. 90-98 mm. 
(Hartert). 

COLOVRS^F DARE PARTS. As in 360. 

Family Charadriidae: Plovers, Sandpipers, Snipe 
Baker. E. C. S., 1929, FBI 6: 152-3; Witherby o/., 1940, Handbook 4: 154-5 
(Scolopacidae) 

Key to the Subfamilies 

Page 

A Toes lobed Phalaropinac 321 

B Toes not lobed i 

I Bill short to medium-long, pigeon-like, never decurved or recurved, 
with swollen area at tip of upper mandible, contracted in middle 

portion Charadriinac 205 

Bill short to very long; straight, decurved or recurved; tip of upper 
mandible occasionally flattened and pitted but never swollen verti- 
cally Scolopacinae 241 
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A/icrosarcopj Sharpe, 1896, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 24: 123 (in key), 133, 
by nionot>py, P/upianar finrrra Blylh 

Cf. SlTcscmann, E., 1934, Handbuch dcr Zoologic, Aves, Berlin: 777 (altemttht 
suggestions of classlficaUon). 

Delacour, J., 1951, L’Oiscau ct la Rev. Fr. d’Om. 22: 7. 

Bock, W,, 1958, Bull, Mus. Comp. Zool. I18{2): 57-66 (Genera ofLapwinp). 
Jchl, J. R., 1968, Mem. San Diego Soc. Nat. Hist., 3: 1-53. 

Key to the Species 

A Tail white K leuarrus 

B Tail Tvbite basally, with a broad black band on the dists} half and 

often with a narrow white terminal band 1 

‘ 1 Wing unicoloured F. rarul/us 210 

Wing with a broad wing stripe a 

a Hind toe present I 

Hind toe absent 11 

I Wattles not present gTegarius 

^Vatt1es present a^ 

a* Secondaries pure white V. cineretiS 211 

No white on secondaries P. indiaa 212 

11 • Outer taU-fcalhcrs white with wide subterminal black bar. . . . 

r. 215 

Outer tail-feathers entirely white P. tnalaharicus 218 


Subfamily Gharadrun ar ; Plovcis 
For morphological characters see Baker, op. cit., 6; 167; Stresemann, E., 1927-34, 
Aves: 774-5, 777; Witherby, op. cit. 

Key to the Genera 

A Tail white narrowly barred with dusky except in immatures which ' 

have spots on margins of outer tail-feathers. Back spotted ...... Pluvialb 219 

B Tail white or white basally with a broad black band on the distal half 

and often with a narrow white terminal band. Vanellm ' 205 

C Tail-feathers grey or brown, occasionally while-tipped; outer tail- 

feathers white or white-tipped, Charadntu 225 

Genus VAisrELLUs Brisson 

Van^Uuj Brisson, 1760, Orn. 1: 48; 5; 94. Type, by subsequent designation 
and tauton>Tny, Varullus Brisson =* Tringa vanellus Linnaeus ^ 

Hoploptents Bonaparte, 1831, Giom. Acad. Sci. Lett. Arti, Roma 49: 55. Type, 
by monotypy (id. 1838), Charadrius spinosus Linnaeus 
Lobivanellus * Strickh’ >= G. R. Gray, 1041, List Gen. Bds., ed. 2: 84. Type, 
by original designation, L. goensis Gmeh'n » Trlnga indica Boddaert 
ChtHusia Bonaparte, 1841, Iconogr. Faun. Ital., Uccelli, Intr,: 12, 115, Type, 
by monotypy, Charadrius gregarius Pallas 

Lobipluvia Bonaparte, 1856, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris 43: 418. Type, by 
monotypy, Charadrius bilobus Gmclin =* Charadrius malabarieus Boddaert 


362. 'Whitetailed Lapwing. VaneUus Uucunis (Lichtenstein) 

Charadrius Uucurus Lichtenstein, 1823, in Eversmann's Rcisc von Orenburg rath 
Buchara: 137 (Between the Kuwan and Jan Daria, Turkestan) 

Baker. FBI No. 2123. Vol. 6: 183 
Plate 38, fig. 14 and Plate 39, fig. 4 '' 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccotdcd. 

SIZE. Grey Partridge ±; length c. 28 cm. (I I in.). 

FIELD characters. A light brown and white plover, very’ like Yellow- 
wattled Lapwing (370) in general cflecl but minus the black cap and, 
unlike it, always seen near water. Long yellow legs. Above head and back 
pinkisli brown with indistinct pale gteydsh white forehead and supcrdlb. 
Below, chin, throat and foreneck ashy grey; breast darker grey; abdomen 
pinkish buff; under lail-coverts rosy white. Sexes alike. In flight readily 
identified by its white iow'cr back and tail, and the bold black and white 
bands on the wings. 

■Young (immature). Above much darker, almost blackish, the feathers 
broadly edged (scalloped) wilhwufous-brown. Below sullied white. 

STATUS, DiSTRiDUTioN and HABITAT. Winter visitor (c. September to 
March). Not uncommon in West Pakistan (southern Baluchistan, Smd, 
Punjab) and northwestern India (Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat) 
in smaller numbers through Uttar Pradesh, northern Aladhya Pradwh. 
N. Bihar and Nepal (terai) cast to W. Bengal and E. Pakistan. 
as far south as Bombay and may do so further, but Baker’s record orMi-sore 
untraceablc. Affects manhy grassy edges of large jhecls. 
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CHARADRllFORMES 


Vonel/us leueurus 



Exlralimital. Breeds on the Kiighiz Steppes, Transcaspia, parts of Syria, 
Iraq and Iran. kVinters chiefly in NW. India; in small numbers also jn 
Egypt and Sinai. 

MIGRATION. One ringed Bharatpur II. xii. 1969 recovered Tipdez, Zabol, 
Iran (31® 01' N., 61° 29' E.) 3. iii. 1978. Passes through Quetta Valley and 
N. Baluchistan in large flocks on spring and autumn migration (Dclmc- 
Radcliffc, Ticehurst). 

GENERAL HADiTS. Orcg.Tfious; in large flocks when migrating. Usually 
in smaller flocks or parties of 6 to 25 birds in svintcr quarters, commonly in 
association with Redshanks and other waders. Wliilc a flock Is standing 
inert in a marsh (icsting), frequently one bird then another stretches both 
wings vertically upwards back to back (‘flag-waring’) — evidently a 
contact signal. Flight anti bcliavinur similar to the Redwattied and other 
lapwings. 

roOD. Aquatic insects, worms, tiny freshwater shrimps and molluscs. ‘ 

volc.^^ and calls. Rather silent in winter. C.alls variously described as 
' A soft siliisllc . . . also a chee-viz call like that of a Shikra ’ (Dharmakumar- 
sinhji); ' much more n^dtosr tiian tliat of VaneUus indicus ' (iHcming); * more 
like tliai of the Lapwing [Peewit] but not so plaintive ’ (Meinertzhagen); a 
double-noietl rather subduct! pi^wick of lapw ing quality (SA). 

HRLEDiNc. F.xtralimiial; in Iraq (on the Euphrates marshes) gregariously 
among mixctl nesting colonics of pratincoles and terns. Season, mid May to 
mid Jiinc. Bggr, 4, laid in shallow depressions on the edges of marshes or 
semi-submerged islets. 

Museum Diacsoso. No crest; much white in w-ingj. Tarsus wiih small scuiel- 
latlons. Hind foe fm."*!! but distincl. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 


MEASURESIENTS 

Wing Bill 

173-109 35-38 

9 9 167-186 — 

(from skull) 

Weight 20 cf ? (autumn/wintcr) 100-105 
COLOURS or BARB PARTS. I fit bfown 


Tanus Tail 

72-75 71-78 mm. 

(SA) 

tv. 129-9) gm'. — BNHS. 
blood red. Bill black. Legs and feet pale 


yellow-. 


363. Sociable Lapwing. VaneUus gregartus (Pallas) 
msrtiarius PallM, 1771, Rcuc Russ. Rcichs 1 ; 456 (Volga, Jaiku, aod Samara) 
Bakar, FBI No. 2122, Vol. 6: 182 
Plate 38, fig. 15 
J, NAMES. None recorded. 

Grev Partridge i; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

D OHJ^CTERS. ^In svintcr (non-breeding plumage) 

(and as shomi on the plate): Abort, crown brosvn! 

running backward in broad white supercilia meeting on hmdncA^, 



f X f. 1 

low. Rest orupperparts ashy grey; losver back and tail 

th a black subtcrminal band. A good dc.al of while in ' . , . 

Ties). Btlow, chin and throat white; breast smoky grey mottled 

-It or underparts smoky while. Legs black. f,,^ndatia) in 

In flight the distinctive bead pattern, large white patch , 

c black wings, and black subtcrminal tail-band, arc 

In summer (breeding plumage) the croivn and bresil 

e forehead and supercilia pure svhitc. Btlow, tliroat and 

by grey: lower breast black and chestnut; abdomen and vent 

Young (immature). Like non-breeding adult but with fcatheti 

ipcrparU edged svith light rufous. _ <t,.„trmbci-Ocwbcf 

STATUS, DtsTRiatmoN and iiaiutat. Winter vrsitor, 

March-April. Regular and fauly common m W. Pakistan (IW 
„d, autral Valley), and NW. India (Kashm.r occas.on^^;; 
adesh, diffusing east through N. 

rough Rajasthan and Gujarat, trraltcaUy toher sou* m 
k)mb.sy, Ahmednagar, Ratnagiri); straggling to Kerala (l 
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and Ceylon. Less addicted to jhccls and marshes than Whiietailcd Lapwing 
(362). AfTects dry v.'aste land in the neighbourhood of cultivation, ploughed 
fields and stubbles, in plains and plateau country*. 

ExirallrrfiUdl Breeds in soulhcin and middle Russia, Kirghiz .Steppes, 
Transcaspia, W. Siberia to Tomsk and Zaisan-nor. Winters in NE, Africa 
to Sudan, besides N. India. 

MIGRATION. No ringing data. Recorded on spring (Mardi-April) and 
autumn passage migration through the Kurram Vallc>’ (Rattray, White- 
head) and Gilgit (Scully). 

general habits. Keeps in small parlies of 5 or G or flocks of 20 to 100 
or more, the latter chiefly before spring emigration when many birds have 
assumed the handsome breeding plumage. Actions, flight and behaviour 
typical of the plovers, c.g. Rcdwattlcd and Yellow-wattled Lapwings, more 
particularly like the Peesvit (364). 

FOOD. Chiefly insects such as grasshoppers and crickets, but very little 
specifically recorded. 

VOICE and. CALLS. Also unrecorded in India, the birds being very silent 
in winter. According to Meinertzhagen call not at all like that of 364. A 
single wailing note uttered on the ground and in the air (Baker). 

BREEDING. ExtraUmital. Season, mainly between mid April and mid June. 
Eg^St 4, site etc. very similar to those of the Peewit. 

Mx«zom Ducnosb. No crest. Wing pointed: 1st primary (aa.) minute, 3rd 
primary longest, 2nd equally long or slightly shorter. Tarsus reticulated. Hintl toe 
small but distincL 

For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ctL; for structure and plumage phases 
(also bionomia), Witherby, 1940, 4 : 392-5. 

It 
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UICRATION. No ringing data. Passes through Thai, NW. Pakistan 33'^24'N., 
70®36'E. (alt. c. 750 m., at the junction of Kurram and Miranzai valleys) 
in February (Rattray); through Gyangtse (Tibet, 28'’55'N., 89®38'E,) in 
March-April, and again in autumn (Ludlow). 

general habits. Keeps in pairs or small scattered flocks, running about 
with short mincing steps, stopping now and again to pick up some titbit, 
tilting the body at a steep angle without Bering the 1^, as typical of the 
plover family. Often foraging on W'ct meadows or grazing land in proximity 
of cattle. Assembles in large flocks before migradon, and on passage. Normal 
flight rather slug^h and wobbly, with slow wing-beats, but bird capable 
of considerable speed when occasion demands. In nuptial display — ■ not 
seen in winter quarters — male perforins extravagant acrobatics, rising, 
falling and tumbling in the rir. ’ 

FOOD. Chiefly insects, molluscs, and worms. 

VOICE and caixs. Ijargcly silent in winter; a rather plaindvc mewing 
pee-tml uttered singly, unmistakable when once heard. Birds as noisy as 
Rcdwattlcd Lapwing at nesting time, 

BREEDING. ExtralMtal. Season chiefly end March to end May. Eggs, 4, 
laid in scrape on bare ground in open fallows or pastures; p^-top shaped, 
oKvc-brown or drab, spotted and blotched with blackish. 

Museum Diagnosis, Wing: in 3rd primary (as.) Itmgest, 2nd equals 4ih; 
in 9 2nd and 3rd primaries longest, 1st equals 4th. Tarsus reticulated. A small hind 
toe presenL For detaUs of plumage see Baker, loc, ql; for plumage phase and 
structure (also bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4: 395-403. 

UEASUREMCNTS 

^^'mg BIU Tarsus TriJ 

o' 9 220-236 23-27 44-48 108-1 19 mm, 

(from fathers) (Hartert) 

Weight 2 oo? 180, 200 gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. BOI black. Legs and feet crangc-brmvm. 

365. Greyheaded Lapwing. Vanellus rinrrnu (Blyth) 

P/urienm riwnu Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 11: 587 (Calcutta) 
Baker, FBI No. 2129, VoL 6: I9I 
Plate 38, fig. 12 and Plate 39, fig. 3 

LOCAL KAMT. Sclcrig (Manipur). 

SIZE. Grej- Partridge +; Icng* c. 37 an. (141 in.). 

FIEU) CUARACTERS. riioBr, entire head and neck grej-; back light brown; 
rump, upper tailwcru, and tad white, the last rriih a broad biack sub- 
terminal b^d. Primaries black, secondaries white. Beloa^, neck and breast 
ashv gm- bordered bj- a chocolale-and-black pectoral band. Rest of under- 
parts, mcluthng undmving, white. Sates alike. 

Young (immature) has head, neck, and breast light brown like back and 
no dark pectoral band. 

dctribltiox and itABtr.w. Winter visitor (Scptcmber-October 
to end March-.-\pril). Regularly in small flocks in \V. Bengal (near Calcutta) ; 
quite co^on in Assam, Manipur, and East Pakistan; also in Kathmandu 
Valley, Nepal. Occurs in N. Bihar, and straggleis recorded in Kashmir, 
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MEASUREMENTS 





'Mng 

Em 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’d' 

193-211 

' 26-31 

56-62 

74-90 mm. 

99 

199-212 

27-30 

— 

(Witherby) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill, legs and feet black. 



364. Peewit, Lapwing or Green Plover. Vantlltis vanellus (Linnaeus) 

Tringa VostiUus Linnaeus, 17.58, S>*st. Nat., cd. 10, 1: 148 
(Europe, Africa. Restricted type locality, Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2121. Vol. 6: 180 
Plate 38, fig. 9 and Plate 39, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAME. Sdbdz tiiti (Bengal). 

SIZE. Grc>' Partridge; length c. 31 cm. (12 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An apparently black and while plover with long 
slender upstanding pointed crest. Se.xes alike; female’s crest somc%vhat 
smaller. 

Adult winter (non-breeding). Crown blackish brown; face, chin, 
throat and forcncck w-hite more or less speckled with brown or black; 
scapulars, innermost secondaries and black breast-feathers scalloped with 
fuU'ous; rest of underparts as in summer. ^ 

Summer (breeding). Above, forehead, crown, and long crest of narrow 
feathers black, glossed with green; sides of head and neck white with black 
patches. Upperparts metallic glossy bronze-green and siolet-purple; upper 
tail-coverts cinnamon; tail white with a broad metallic black subtcrminal 
band. Below, throat, forcncck,. and breast black; rest of underparts white; 
under tail-coverts cinnamon. 

In overhead flight the apparently pied plumage, black breast and w'hitc 
underpaiTs, including underside of wings, arc leading pointers, c? dis- 
tinguishable from 9 in air by broader rounder wings obsiously correlated 
with his acrobatic nuptial display. 

Young (immature). Above, brown narrowiy scalloped with fulvous, 
the back and wings slightly glossed with purple, bronze, and green. Below, 
like adult in winter. 

STATUS, DrsTRiBunoN and habitat. \N^ntcr \isitor: Scptcmber-October 
to March-April. Fairly common in \V. Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, N.W.F. 
Prorince including Chitral, Punjab) and in N\V. India (including Gilgit, 
Ladakh, Kashmir) and Uttar Pradesh. Erratically and in small numbers 
cast through N. Bihar, Nepal (Valley and lowlands), NEFA (Subansiri 
Frontier DKision) to Cachar and Lakhimpur, south and cast of Brahmaputra 
river in. Assam; Marupur and E. Pakistan. A straggler to Rajasthan and 
probably N. Gujarat. Affects fallow’ land and stubbles, irrigated fields, 
shingly river banks, marshland bordering jhcels in cultivated plains country, 

Exirallmtfal, Breeds in Europe and N. Asia east to Siberia, south to Spain, 
N. Italy, Transcaspia, Turkestan, and N. China. Migratory in the northern 
part of its range. 'VVinters in S. Europe, N. Africa, Asia Minor, SW. Asia, 
and across northern India and Burma to S. CHuna and Japan. 
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Dchra Dun, Rajasthan (JENHS 65: 484) and the Andaman Islands. A large 
proportion of our \’isitor5 are young birds without the pectoral band. Affects 
marshy places — the edge of Jhecls etc. snipe ground), banks of rivers, 

and wet grazing grounds, ploughs and stubbles. 

Exiralimilal. Breeds jn Alongolia, China south to the Yangtse Vallc)', 
Manchuria, Korea, and Japan. \Vinters in S. China, E. India, Burma, 
Malaya and the Indochinese countries (Peters). 

MIGRATION. Nothing recorded. In eastern China migrates in successions 
of large flocks (La Touche). 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarious; keeps in parties of 5 or 6, or Rocks of up 
to 50 or so. Actions and bchariour t>'pical of the lapwings, c.g. the Rcd- 
wattlcd, with which it commonly associates. 

FOOD. Mainly insects, worms, molluscs. 

VOICE and cauls. Seldom heard in winter. ‘ A harsh version of the 
RetfwattJed Lapwing’s call * (R. L. Fleming). ‘ A plaintive chee-it, ckee-il * 
(Baker). *\\Ticn approached, rises with a cry of “Did all rot*** (^V. Davison). 

BREEDING. Extialimiial. Seoion, apparently mid May to end June. 
Eggs, 4, peg-top shaped, similar in colour and markings to tliosc of 364. 
Laid in a slight depression on bare ground. 

Museum Diagnosis. Tarsus long and slender, scutcUated in front reticulated 
b^nd, A small hind toe present; also a lappet at base of bill (lores) as in V. indiau 
and V. malahcricus. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. ciL 

SCEASUREStEKTS 

\\Tng Bill Tarsus Tail 

(^9 228-255 35-39 e. 75-79 93-112 mm. 

(from feathers) (Baker) 

Wdght I o? 284 gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis red. Rim of c>'clid and lappet bright yellow. Bill 
basal two-thirds bright >-cIIow, terminal third black. Legs and feet bright ycllm%*; 
claws black (La Touche). 

Van'ELlus in'dicus (Boddaert) 


Key to the Sabspeexes Page 

A A white band fr o m c>'c to car-co\^rts only F. f. clTcn::chcIts 215 

B A white band down each side of the neck to breast 1 

I Larger; sring 212-240 mm.. V.i.irJiais * 212 

Smaller; wing 201-209 mm- V.t.larJ:a£ 21^ 


366. Redwattled Lapwring, Vanellus indiezis indlais (Boddaert) 
Tmga IrJka Boddaert, 1783, Table PI. cnlum.: 150 (Goa, ex Daubentoa, pi. 807) 
SemgTBssTXss vzdinu etgneri Laubmann, 1913, Falco 9; 30 (Sonraiani, Makran) 
Baker. FBI Nos. 2125, 2126. VoL 6: 187, 189 
Cn. RIpIc)', S. D., 1 946, Spelia ^eylarica 24 : 203-4 
Plate SB, fig. 11 and Plate 39, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Titeen, Tita, Titi, Titcri (Hindi) ; Teteehdr (Sind) ; Hclziul, Heic- 
iertu (Kashmir); Bcli^hora, Veldtus (Assam); TTftri (Marathi); TitSdi (Gujarati); 
Teis^^pa ehitswa (TeJugu) ; Alkcii (Tamil) ; CherJuron (Mala^-alam). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge -f-; e. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD characters. A familiar leggy plover, bronze-brown above 
svhite beloss', with black breast, head and neck, and a crimson fleshy wattle 
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in front of each c>’e, A prominent 
broad white band irom behind e>*cs 
running do\\’n sides of neck to 
meet the white underparts. Produ- 
cer of the well known Did-je^da-il? 
calls. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Aboott 
black feathers of the head fringed 
with brown. Below^ chin, throat 
and foreneck white; sides of neck 

sullied white. 

For dowTiy chick see Aluseum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUnoN and HABITAT. Resident; migrating altitudinally 
in spring and autumn (e.g. in N. Baluchistan and N\V. Pakistan) and 
spreading out widely in the monsoon on creation of requisite habitats, 
^th Pakistans and all India (including Assam north of Brahmaputra river) 
south through the Peninsula to Kanyakumari, up to c. 2000 m. in the Nilgiris 
and c. 1800 m. in Kashmir, Kulu etc. Nepal (terai, bhabar, and dun, to r. 1100 
m. even in winter. * Very common during monsoon in Ncpjd Valley * — Proud), 
Sikkim terai, Bhutan duars. Affects the neighbourhood of water in open 
country and cultivation — jhecls, tanks, rivers, ditches and puddles. In the 
rainy season pairs very commonly seen on the grassy shoulders of motor high- 
ways. 

Extralimilal. Eastern Transcaspia, Iraq, SW. Iran, S. Arabia, Afghanis- 
tan. * 

OENBRAi. HABITS. Usually keeps in pairs or trios ■ — occasionally small 
loose flocks of 6 to a dozen — in open well-watered country, sometimes in 
grassy glades within deciduous forest with rain puddles and pig-wallows. 
Here often a source of great annoyance to the sportsman, spoiling his stalk 
by its ceaseless vigilance and ffantic screaming, betraying him to the quarry. 
Somewhat crepuscular and nocturnal, feeding casually during the day but 
spending most of the time standing about drowsing on a rock amid stream 
or bund separating fields. Feeds more actively in the early roomings and 
evenings and throughout the night, especially when moonlit. Runs about 
with mincing steps in irregular zigzag spurts, dipping forward steeply now 
and again (with unflexed legs) to pick up a morsel. Flight rather slow, with 
deliberate flaps and often a rapid fluttering action of the wing-tips, but bird 
capable of remarkable spc6d when chasing off an intruder from proximity 
of its nest or young, and of astonishingly agile turns and twists and other 
antics when hunted with a hawk. 

FOOD, Ants, beetles, caterpillars and other insects, molluscs, and a 
quantity of vegetable matter. 

VOICE and calls. The most familiar and diagnostic is a loud penetrating 
Didyt do it? or Pity to do it! shrieked cither placidly or frantically, just once 
or twice or repeatedly, as occasion demands. Varied by did^did-did-did^ or 
kdb-kdlMb^kdb and quite frenzied when accompanying the * dive-bombing* 
demonstrations. Both sexes apparently have the same calls. 

BREEoiNa. Seasorit prindpaUy from March to August-September, the 
peak periods varying locally, d^esf, a natural depression or scrape in the 
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ground sometimes lined with mud pellets or goats* droppings and parapeted 
with bits of dry cowdung or pebbles. Sited on %vaste or stony land, fallow 
fields, dry beds of village tanks, and shingle banks or islets in riven. Some 
unusual sites recorded, c.g. the fiat concrete roof of a residential bungalow 
in New Delhi, and a heap of ballast bet^vccn two railway tracks in Ghosiaiia 
station yard (Rajasthan). Every time a train came in the incubating bud 
flew up, returning immediately the train left! (McCann, JBNHS 42:442 
photo). Eggs, 4, pyriform or peg-top shaped, variable in coloration but some 
shade of grey-brown or drab, blotdied ^vith blackish. Average size 
c. 42 X 30 mm. Incubation by both sexes; period 28-30 dap. & \-cry 
hot weather, on sunbaked substrate, the birds regularly wet their breast and 
belly feathers before taking turns on the eggs. On a high-pitched ^s’anung 
note, pit, by the partner incessantly on guard, incubating bird leaves nest 
and slinks off rising in the air only when some distance a\\'ay to join its mate 
in the noisy aerial demonstrations. (For bchariour when incubating see 
Naik, R. M., et e/., 1961, JBNHS 58: 222-30, 3 photos.) 

Both eggs and downy chicks superbly camouflaged; on a subdued pit 
or cluck command from the parents the chicks instantly squat behind a stone 
or clod and lie doggo becoming completely obliterated. Immediately they 
receive the ‘ all clear * — a scries of high-pitched clucks — they rise mechani- 
cally, as on the press of a button, and resume their feeding actively, completely 
unperturbed by the recent emergency 1 The parents also indulge in the 
* broken wing ' distraction manoeuvres on occasion. 

Muszmi Diagnosis. In common with V, cincreus and malahariaa, pemesMS 
ciuiotis fleshy wattles in front of eyes. BiD of moderate length: cidmen fiatfeoed it 
base; dertnim sHghtly swollen. Nostrils linear placed in grooves extending m'cr 
more than half length of upper man^ble. Wing long, fumished with a ipur at the 
bend: 2nd primary (as.) longest in both sexes. Tanus long, reticulated throughout; 
a small hind toe present. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt.; for subspeoes, 
Key. 

Chick (in down). * Upperparts grey-brown mottled wth black; behind eyn 
and round occiput a broad black collar, imdcr this from below eyes, a broad white 
coUar. Pectoral band black; chin and rest of imderparts white, tinged with bu/Ton 
belly and flanks * (Ticchurst). 

UEAStmEUENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus 

217-238 34-40 65-76 

g 9 208-237 33-38 70-77 

(from skull) 

Weight 20 d $ (ad. &. imm.) 149-229 (av. 189-3) gm. — BNHS, 

coLOims or bare parts. Iris red-brown to red; eyelids and wattle crimson-red 
Bill red or orange-red, black at tip. Legs and feet greenish yellow to bright yellow 
claws black. 

367. Ceylon Redwattled Lapwing. VaneUui indicus lankae (Kodz) 
Lobivamllus indicus lankae Koelz, 1939, Free. Biol Soc. Washington 52: 82 
(Galgamuwa, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 2125 (part), Vol. 6: 186 

LOCAL NAMES. KiTelttUio, KtTola (Sinhala) ; AlkSUi (Tamil). 



Xf.l 


Tail 

108-125 miR. 
106-127 mm. 
(S'A) 
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SIZE. Grey Partridge -f; c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 366, q.v. For subspcdc! see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Ceylon. Common in the 
low-country Wet and Dry zones, to c, 300 m. elevation. Affects well-watered 
open terrain and paddyfields. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in thc Indian race (366). 

SREEDINO. Season, April to August, occasionally March and September 
(Phillips). Nest, site, and eggs as in 366. 

Museum Dzaonoso. Difiers from the Indian race in being somewhat smaller, 
and deeper coloured above with the gloss — especially the purple gloss — more 
pronounced. South Indian birds show some intergr a ding between the peninsular 


Indum and Ceylonese forms. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(from skull) 

4 211-220 35-39 

73-76 

105-115 mm. 

399 208-214 

34-37 

68-78 

10I-I07 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 

As in 366. 


(Whistler) 


368. Bormeae Redwattled Lapwing. Vasullus indicus ctroTUichalis (Jerdon) ^ 
Loiivmellus etrormduilis * Blyth * Jerdon, 1864, Bds. India 3: 648 (Burma) 
Baker, FBI No. 2127, Vol 6: 189 

LOCAL NAMES. Voo dirjnp (Cachar); Selangkik (Manipur). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge -f; c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As of 366, q.v. For sulnpecies see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTTON and HABITAT. Rcsjdcnt. Assam south of Brahma- 
putra river, Manipur, Mizo (Lushai Hills)? and East Pakistan (Surma 
Valley, Tlppcrah, Chittagong). 'Affects well-watered open country and up 
to c, 600 m. elevation. 

Extrelimital. Burma, SW. Yunnan, Malay Peninsula and the Indo- 
chinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD. Not different from the Indian race (366). 

VOIC35 and calls. Also similar but recorded as being only a trisyllabic 
Didye do?, whence its Burmese name teeUtdu. 

BREEDING. Secson, March to June, chiefly March-April. Nest, site, and 
eggs as in the Indian race, the last said to average somewhat darker. Average 
size of 48 eggs 41 •5x29*8 mm. (Baker). 

Mctzum Diacnoss. Differs from the Indian race in has-ing the white line down 
tide of neck restricted to a patch on and just behind the car-eoverts, leaving the 
Vihole neck black sdl round. The black neck a dhtided from the bronze-brown back 
by a narrow white or lilac band. 

VZASURZMZXTS. o’ Q Wing 200-221 mm.; biU (from feathers) 27-32 trutu 
(Baker). 

COLOURS or BARE earts. /id in 366. 


369. Spnrwinged Lapwing. Vantllus jfirams (kvaualii (Lesson) 
hmoAim DuaimUi Lesson, 1826, Dicl. Sd. Nat.. M. Levrault, 42: 38 (Calcnlti) 
CkTpJrim rmlraHs Wagicr, 1827, S>st. Av. no. 2 (Calcutta) 

Baler, FBI No. 2124, Vol. 6; 184 
Plate S8, fig. 10 

I/3CA1. NAMZ. Ifgahoibi “ * fish chaser * (Manipur). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge; length c. 31 cm. (12 in.). 

V TV.I, CHARACTERS, (general effect unmistakably like Redwattled Lap- 
-ing, Abmc, forehead, crmvn and fuU occipital crest black. Upperparts 
hiefly vinous-grey and sandy brown; upper tail-covcrts and 
.tier black on its terminal half. Frimancs and pnmary ™ 

scondaries white. B:hw. chin, checks and throat black bordered ™th svh.te, 
ipper breast white shading into vinous-grey on sides of neck broket 
Tcy on lower breast. Ckmtre of abdomen black; rest of underparts white. 

In fl^hrthe black wings with a broad -Wto patch or • ‘ 7 *^ 
he contrasting black-and-white patterned head, throat and belly 
liagnostic pointers.’ On ground the hunched posture wlh 7''. 
Sra) and head and neck almost furtively sunk into tlie shoulders u 

haractcristic. 

Young (immature). Undescribed. 

STATUS, DisTRmunoN and haiutat. Resident, 
tomadic movement. East Pakistan and eastern and 

P^ntral Bihar. Orissa, Andhra, northern and eastern Matm? 
SS^b-’wt^lnUtlarPradcsh’to e. 764., Nepal and Sikldm (terai 
ihabar and to c. 900 m. alt. in the former even in winter), Bhutan. N 
toLiir as given by Baker. Affects sandbanks and shingle Ws in flow g 

ivers above tidal limits. NormaUy not atjheels or stagnant waters. 

E^tralmiUd. Eastward to SW. Yunnan and N. Vietnam, south tc 

jcninsular Thailand and S. Vietnam. ^ m^rties ol 

OENERAI. iiABns. Normally keeps singly or m pans; rarriy 
to 6, hardly ever in large flocks. In general effect, 
cry similar to other lapsvings, especially Redwattled (366) a^ 

364). Coloration remarkably obUterative m its 

iver samland shingle (on this colour scheme and its utihration sM Ihnp . 
BNHS 32: 219). Flight seemingly sluggish -with deliberate stcaoy 1^ 
mt bird capable of considerable speed on the wmg. " . j 

wimimng and diving when occasion demands One on “ 
ipprehending attack by Peregrine svas observed 7i^,n*^remaiir 

wimnung with case and diving experUy at each stoop of the fal»n. r^ 
ug submerged for 3 or 4 seconds, bobbmg up and th^ dmng 
econd stoop, thus baffling thc marauder. Thc buri then swam ashore 
esumed its normal activities (Livesey). _ . , 

Whether the well-developed pointed spur on thc wing is emp o) 
ighting, and how it is used, remain to be shown. • tire 

rooo Insects, worms, crustaceans -sometimes of eotmd^bkm^ 

Uso said to take frogs and tadpoles, and pursue fnh cut off 
vatCT '. Eight stomachs examined at Pusa all contained small molluscs 
duefiy Mtlema tubmdata (Mason t Lefroy, 1912). 
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^ VOICE and calu. A sh^, insistent, high-pitched did, did, did several 
tunes repeated as the biid rises, somethnes ending ^nth 2 or 3 staccato notes 
sounding hhe did-'did-d^r^weH , , ^d-ddd-do-xtetl. Distantly resembling the 
Rcdwatticd l.apmng*s calls yet quite distinctive. 

BREEDING. Stosotti March to June. JViu/, a shallow scrape or form on an 
exposed sand- or shingle banh in a river - — quite in the open, unprotected 
by stone or bush. Eggs, normally 4 sometimes only 3, very similar to those 
of the Rcdwattled Lapwing, olive- or yellowish stone colour, blotched and 
spotted with shades of brown and black- Average size of 100 ^gs 41 * 1 x 
29*4 mm. (Baker). Baker’s statement that the female alone incubates needs 
confirming, as also the incubation period *^22 to 24’ da>’s. 

An^ elaborate display (nuptial?) has been described on two separate 
occasions by independent observers %vith the following sequences: Four f 
'birds standing apart on a sandbank in a river; two approach each other 
slowly; stoop body to horizontal and whirl or spin themselves rapidly round 
in several complete circles to the accompaniment of vocal clamour; draw 
themselves bolt upright (in position of penguin or standing man) heads 
thrust high, and puff out breasts showing off the black-and-white patterned 
underparts ostentatiously. In this strutting portion run or shuffle with 
short quick steps side by side exactly as if * dressing by a flank ’ in military' 
jargon; at times all four birds (only 3 in one case) shuffle side by side thus, 
almost touching each other. Occasionally one bird bobs his body up and 
down and squares up to another with a threat of a blow from his 'ring, 
without any actual fight resulting. The birds chatter continuously. In one 
case all four birds actively engaged in the antics, in the other only 3 — the 
4th (9 ?} seemingly just an uninterested spectator; the latter observation 
made in September, qfier the breeding season, the former in March before 
its coramcuccmcnt (Kingston, JBNHS 32; 219; Stanford, ibid. 37: 223-4). 

(For a fuller account of habits and breeding biology of the nominate race, 
see Hdversen, O. v., 1963, ‘ Beobachtungen zor Vcrhaltcn und zur Bnit- 
biologic dcs Spomkiebitzes’, Jew./ur Omilhtogie 104(1); 89-96.) 

Mustun Diagnosis. No lappet on bill, ^Vmg rounded, armed with a long curved 

spur on the bend or carpal joint; 2nd 
primary (as.) longest. Tibia bare for c. 20 
mm, above joint; tarsus long, slender, reti- 
culated throu^but; no hind toe. For 
details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 
Chick (in down). Undescribed. 


Tarsus 
e. 64-67 

(from feathers) 

Wdght 3 5 3 164-185, 1 $ 143 gm. — BNHS. 

Bill (from siuD) i. 34-36 mm. — Biswas, S.'k. 

There is no difference in the measurements of the sexes. 


Tail 

88-84 mm. 
(Baker) 
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OOLOUM os BAJtE PASfn. IiM dark brown. Bill hlack. Legs and feet homy brosvn 
or reddish black. 


370. Yellow-watUed Lapwing. Vanellus malabcncus (Boddaert) 
CksraJwis mdahericas Boddaert, 1783, Table PL enlum.: 53 
(Malabar Coast, «• Daubenton, pi. 880) 

Baker, FBf No. 2128, VoL 6: 190 
Plate 38, fig. 13 

rocAj. KMoa. (Windi) ; JUVri (\V. Pakistan) ; Lemi (Mhow, M.P.) ; Chitare 

(Telugu); AliStti (Tamil); Ma^'aUami (Malayalam); fftmliaro, fftrals (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge — ; c. 27 cm. (IQi in.). 

nELo CHAKACTEBS. A leggy sandy brown plover svith while belly, 
black cap, bright yellow lappets of skin above and in front of eyes and bare 
yellow legs. In flight a white bar (secondaries and greater coverts) on the 
black wings conspicuous. crown of head (‘skullop ’) silky black, 

surrounded by a thin white line. Upperparts sandy brown; tail wliite, with 
a broad black terminal band. Bthw, chin and throat black; breast sandy 
brown; rest of underparts wiiite separated from breast by a thin black line. 
Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, pale sandy brosvn narrosvly barred with 
rather darker .brosvn. Below, chin svhitish; throat and upper breast with 
traces of darker brown marks. 

STATUS, DisTRjBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, with some local migratory 
or nomadic movement asvay from wetter areas in monsoon; thus appearing 
in m^y parts only as a svinier (dry-season) visitor. From cis-Indus lower 
Sind in IVcst Pakistan eastward through N. India to W. Bengal and E. 
Pakistan. Nepal Valley (occasional). Southward throughout the Peninsula; 
Cejion (low-country Dry zone). Affects barren svaste land, stubbles, and 
fallow fields in drier biotope than Redwattlcd Lapwing, Much less depend- 
ent on proximity of water; even near jheds keeps to a higher zone away 
from muddy shores. 

OE.VERAL s^rrs. Very similar to those of the Rcdwattled Lapwing (366) 
except that it frequents dncr facies and is less dependent on the proximity 
of water: sometimes the tsvo species occur side by side. Usually met with in 
pairs, only occasionally in small parties of 5 or 6. On the whole much less 
noisy and demonstrative than Redwatded. Under excitement the black 
cap sometimes stands up on the crown like the long erect pile of a silken 
carpet, reminiscent of a miniature steep-sided tabldand 1 

FOOD. Chiefly insecu — grasshoppers, beetles, etc. 

VOICE and calls. Not like Redsvatticd Lapwing’s as stated by Baker 
but a plaintive long-drawn li-ee, li-ee punctuated by a high-pitched, quick- 
repeated twit-tu'il’twit-timt Uttered chiefly when nest or chicles approached, 
the parents circling agitatedly overhead, diving at and making as if to 
strike the intruder. 

BREEpme. Senivn, overmost of iLs range March-April to July; occasional- 
ly (as in Ceylon) to August. AVsI, an unlined shallow scrape on dry open 
sunbaked fallow- or waste land, sometimes encircled by a parapet of pebbles 
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or k<akar (mud pellets). Eggs, 4, of the bonnal peg-top shape of plovers* 
eggs, usually arranged in nest with pointed ends inward to occupy least 
space. Colour, buff to olive-stone, irregularly blotched with dark brotvn 
and purplish grey. Average size of 200 eggs 36-4 x26-9 mm. (Baker). 
An erythiistic t^-pe of egg often found which when laid on red iaterite soil 
(as usual but not invariable), proves adaptively coloured in a high degree. 
Both eggs and downy dticks superbly camouflaged on the bare ground — 
the latter bulfy or fawn-grey, dbruptively stippled with black and rufous. 
A broad white collar on hindncck further disrupts the pattern in an astonish- 
ing way, but once spotted, this same feature becomes conspicuous enough 
thereafter to betray the chick ‘ freezing ’ in the open every time. Both sexes 
share in incubation; period not recorded. As in Rcdwattled Lapwing the 
birds regularly wet their belly feathers in very hot tveather before taking 
turns on the eggs. Water carried thus even after hatching of the first rbiVy , 
evidently for quenching their thirst; possibly ako to small chicks after they 
svander aw-ay from the nest. (For observations on incubatory adaptations 
in this species see Jayakar, S. D. & Spursvay, H., 1965, Z^ol- J^ksb,, Abl. 
altgemeine Zoel. u. P/^siol. : 53-72.) 

Mosedm DrtCNOsn. Bill slenderer than in Vimellus indims (366). Tarsus long and 
slender vdth transvcisc shields in front instead of reticulations throughout No hind 
toe. 2nd primary (as.) generally longest in both sexes; 1st and 3id subequal. 

SIEASUItESIEBTS 

Wing BiU 

(?(? 186-205 26-29 

9 9 181-205 28-30 

(from skull) 

WrigM 2 oo? 108, 109 gm, — BNHS. 

There is a clinal increase in size from south to north but no difference in coloradon. 

COLOOKS or BAM PARTS. Iris white to silver-grey or pale Icmon-ycUow. Bill 
black, j-cUotv or greenish yellow at base and gape. Le^ and feet bright yellow. 

Genus Pluviahs Brisson 

PbsAlis Bris^ 1760. Oro. 1 : 46; 5: 42. Type, by tautoni-my, Karialfr ourra 
Brisson » ChoTcdnus plmelis Linnaeus 

8{aiteel3 Cuvier, 1817 (1816), Rtgne Anim. 1: 467. Type, by taulonyroy, Tmgo 
sqw^erola linnacta 

INTags long and pointed: first primary (as.) longest. sfiort and rounded. 
Tarsus covered vith hexagonal scales all round; outer and middle toes connected 
by a small >s*eb at thar base. Sexes alike but with a distinct br re ding plumage some- 
tunes partially seen Avhilst the birds Vtith us. A small hind toe present in P. r^ustarela ; 
absent in P. cpnasxa. and P. duettsssa. 

Gema more or less Holarctic. 


Ke 7 to tbe Specaea 


A 

Axillarits black 
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B 

Axniaria white. 
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c 

Axillarics grey 
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371. Blackbellied or Grey Plover. P(ifrio(ts rjuafarofo (Linnaeus) 

THn^a S^atarvle Linnaeus, 1758, S>^l. Nat., cd. 10, 1: 149 (in Europa « Sweden) 
Charadriiis hyp^melus Pallas, 1776, RcUc Russ. Rcichs 3: 699 (' CoUl paludo borealis 
orae New name for Charedrius kelctlica Linnaeus 
Cf. Delacour, J., 1951, op, cit.: 6 
Baker, FBI No. 2102, Vol. 6: 156 
Plate 38, fig. 6 and Plate 44, fig. I 
logal NA34E. Bddd bdlcji (Hindi, Bengali). 

SIZE. Grc)’ Partridge; length c. 31 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Winter (non-breeding plumage, as commonly seen 
in India). Above, forehead and lores white speckled with black; sides of head 
and neck white streaked \riih broum. Rump, upper tail-covcris and tail ivhite 
narrowly barred with brown. Rest of upperparts dark brown conspicuously 
scalloped with pale brovv’nish grey. Below, foreneck, breast and flanks streaked 
and spotted yn'th brouTi; rest of undei-parts uhitc. Sexes alike. 

Summer (breeding plumage). Above, black profusely barred and 
spangled with silvery grey or pearly white. Below, from chin to middle of 
abdomen black; lower abdomen and under tail-coverts white. Sexes alike. 

In flight a large black oval patch (axillarics) under the wing (armpit), 
the whitbh rump and tail and whitish wing-bar are conspicuous and 
diagnostic in both ^rinte^ and summer plumages. 

rrATcs, DtsTRiBimos and habitat. Winter \Tsitor chiefly to the sea- 
board — Pakistan (Makran, Sind), Kutch, Saurashtra, down the western side 
of the Peninsula and up the eastern coast. Ceylon (commoner along the N4V. 
coast); Andaman, Nicobar, Laccadive and Maldivc Islands. Less commonly 
to inland svaters — erratically or as a straggler — mostly on migration passage 



Breeding range l Winter 


Tarsus Tail 

60-65 72-64 mm. 

57—62 71-60 tpTn, 

(SA, HW) 
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in autumn and spring. Recorded thus in Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Nepal, Assam, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Deccan. Doubtless aiso occurs 
inland elsewhere. Affects sandy seashore between the tidemarks, and mudflats 
by lagooru, estuaries and tidal creeks. 

Extralimital. Breeds on the Arcdc tundra of Europe and Asia from the 
Kanin Peninsula to E. Siberia; Kolguev, Great Lyitov and Wrangel Is. 
(also in Arctic N. America). In the Old World migrates south through 
Europe and Asia to svinter quarters in Africa, Madagascar, India, Burma, 
Thailand, Malaya, etc. 

saoRATiON. No ringing data. Arrives on the Sind coast (Karachi 
harbour) in early August; leave* by end April, earlier than most svaden. 
Latest date in two successive years 6 May (Ticehurst). Small numbers in 
non-breeding plumage stay behind and may be seen in the winter quarters 
in all months. Tney moult into the non-breeding dress again in autumn. 

OENEBAr. HABITS. Gregarious. Sometimes seen in very large flocks; more 
commonly of 20 to 30 birds. Usually pairs or parties of 5 or 6 mixed with 
redshanks, dunlins, and other waders. Keeps more to the open sandy seashore 
and tidal mudflats than Golden Plover, which prefers marshy meadows 
slightly above this zone. Occasionally seen at freshwater pools not far from 
tidal influence. Actions on ground typical — running about in short spurts 
with mincing steps, dipping forward body obliquely to pick up food, and 
so on. Flight very swift with much a^e turning, twisting and banking in 
unison, as characteristic of the gregarious plovers. Always excessively wary 
and difficult to approach. Is good eating and a coveted sporting bird, 

Foon. Almost entirely animal; insects, tiny molluscs and crustaceans, 
worms, etc. Occasionally seeds of marsh plants. 

VOICE and cutixs. A shrill musical pipe not unlike the Golden Plover’s, 
constantly uttered in flight; occasionally while feeding. Alarm note a double 
whisde repeated 2 or 3 times at intervals of a couple of seconds. 

BREEDINO. Extralimital. Normal clutch 4 eggs laid in a depression in the 


tundra moss, June-July. 



Museum Diagnosis. Unlike Golden Plover possesses a small hind toe and daw. 
Nostrils linear placed fairly close to base of bill in a father deep, broad groove. For 

description of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. ; 
bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4; 377-61. 

for further details 

of morphology (also 

•measurements 



Wing Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

ri'd' 182-202 27-32 

43-50 

69-82 mm. 

9 9 186-202 27-31 

— 

— 

(from feathers) 


(Witherby) 

Weight? oo? (vrinter) 138-188 (av. 164) gm 

. — BNHS. 



COLOURS OP CARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dusky grey. 
372. Golden Plover. Pluvialis apricaria apricaria (Linnaeus) 
CkoTodniis opricarius Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1 1 150 {‘ Oelandia, Canada * 
restneted type locality, Lapland ex F/i. Svcc., where based on a Rudebeck drawing) 
Cf. Ldnnbcrg, E., 1931, Ibis 306-7. 

Baker, FBI No. 2U9, Vol, 6 : 176 
Plate 44, fig. 5 

LOCAL HAMS. ChhoUl bStSn (Hindi). 
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SIZE. Grey Partridge — ; length 27 cm. (lOl in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar to Grey F/over ( 371 ). 

Winter (non-breeding). Like the commoner Eastern Golden ‘Plfntr 
(373), q.v., also -without a whitft vdng-bar, but with brighter blaric and 
goId-spanglcd upperparts. In flight the pure white underwing and axillario 
distinguish it from the above which has them greyish brouTi and from Grc; 
plover (371) in which the underwing is white and axillaries black. Seta 
alike in all plumages. v ' 

Summer (breeding). Brightly gold-spangled above, black bdovr. 
More Of less as Eastern Golden Plover (373) and doubtfully disdnguuhiblc 
from it except in flight, again by the pure white v. sooty grc>' undcruing 
and axillarics. 

STATUS, DBTRiBirnoK and hasitat. Winter vagrant. Singly or in smaD 
flocks mixed up with Eastern Golden Plover and other waden. Odd sped* 
mens identified from West Pakistan (Baluchistan and Sind — Gwadar ca 
Makran coast, Karachi and Sebwan) and from Uttar Pradesh (Lucknow), 
and Assam (Dibrugarh), Doubtless sometimes overlooked in sportstnca’i 
bags of Golden Plover. Affects muddy shores of jheels, wet pastures, and 
grassy maidans. ' 

Extralimital. Breeds in Arctic Europe and Asia from Scandinavia to 
the yem'sey riverj south to Latviya and W, Siberia. Winters chiefly in the 
Mediterranean countries, straggling widely. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. M in 373. 

VOICE and calls. A mournful but not unpleasant musical disyllabic 
whistle tloo-^e constantly repeated, chiefly on the wing. Said to be shriller 
than of Eastern Golden Plover. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Similar to 373. 

Mussuu Diagnosis. For descripU’on of plumage see Baker, foe. dt.; f(>r detrili 
of plumage phases and morphology (also bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4 : 364-9. 

SCBASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

188-192 22-25 ^ 38-41 60-76 mm. 

9 9 180-191 21-25 — — 

(Witherby) 

COLOURS OF 'BARE PARTS. Ifis brown. BUI, legs, and feet black. 

373. Eastern Golden Plover. Pluvialis dominica fulva (Gmclin) 
Charadiixisjvlvvi GmeUn, 1789, Syst. Nat., 1(2): 687 (Tahiti) 

Baker, FBI No. 2120, Vol. 6: 173 
Plate 38, fig. 7 Plate 44, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Chhota bdtd/i (Hindi) ba/dn (Bengal)* Olfyiyd, Pana teat’JwS 
(Sinhala); ICctldn (Tamil); MamlkSzhx (Malayalam); J^ong-gSng (Afanipuri). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge length c. 24 cm. (9J in,}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A typical plovcr with the thick rounded head and 
short pigeon-like bill, swollen at base. 

Winter (non-breeding). Above^ mottled brown, white, and golden 
yellow. Below, whitish, the breast mottled with brown, grey, and yellow. 
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In flight the very narrow and pointed wings and fanned-out tail (as in a 
pigeon) are suggestive pointers. Smaller size, absence of white wing-bar, 
and smoky gr^ underwing and axHlaries (v. white underwing and black 
aidUarics) distinguish it from Grey Plovcr; from Golden Plover (372) by 
colour of underwing and axillarics, which in that species arc pure white. 

Summer (breeding). Above, forehead white running back in a broad 
band over the eyes and down sides of neck and breast. Rest of upperparts 
blackfrh brown spangled with white and golden yellow. Below, from throat 
to vent black. 

rSATUs, DTSTWBunoN and habitat. Winter visitor, chiefly Scplcmber- 
October to April. Most abundant in Assam (N. Cachar), Manipur, East 
Pakbtan and eastern India (West Bengal, N. Bihar), more thinly diffused 
westward to West Pakistan (Sind, N.W.F. Province) and southward through 
die Peninsula to Mysore, Madras, and Kerala. Nepal (passage migrant?); 
Ceylon (regular and abundant in the low-country Wet and Dry zones, 



Breeding range Winter i P. d.Julpa ( 373 ). 

a F. d- dminiea (RE). 


^'k'andcring up to e. 1300 m. in the hills); Andaman, Nicobar, Laccadive 
and Maldivc islands. Affects muddy shores of jheels and coastal lagoons, 
ploughed, freshly sown and partially inundated fields, wet grazing grounds 
and maidans, tidal mudflats, etc. 

Extralimital. Breeds in N. Siberia from the Yalmal Peninsula to the 
Ycniscy river (overlapping the range of P, a. apriearia), east to W. Alaska, 
south in E. Siberia to the Stanovoy Mountains and Kamchatka. Winters 
in India, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indochinese countries, S. China; 
also in Oceania, Au 3 l^a^a, and Hawaii Is.; stroggla west to E. Africa and 
cast to the Pacific coast of N. America. 
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MIGRATION. No ringing data. Little known beyond that the vanguard 
already arrives in the first half of August at places as distant from one 
another as Assam, Ccyhn, and the Nicobar islands; mostly young birds 
of the year accompanied by a few adults in remnants of the breeding plum- 
ace The species is well established over most of its winter range by mid- 
September, though Ludlow found it still on migration passage on the 
manhy flats of the Tjangpo river in SE. Tibet and around Ll.wa at U,c end 
of September (f^fr 1941: 386; 1950: 43). and Scully m the Nepal Valley 
in September-October (SF 1880, 8 : 351). Thus autumn migration is 
apparenliy a long-drasvn process Return emigrat.on 
April, but small numbers in partial summer dress commonly bngw on till 
end May or later — a party of 4 in full breeding plumage observe in the 
Bombay neighbourhood on 17 July (Silim All). Odd btreb m n'>"-‘'r«dmg 
plumage stay behind all year. Known to be one of the world » d«tan« 
non-stop migrants, flying continuously over more than 32(» km. of the 
open ocean between the Aleutian islands and Hawan tn an est.mated period 
rtf hours under favourable weather conditions. . ,r 

Gregarious. Usually in flocks of 20 to 50 by iUclf or 

in^ tion sritk oWvtl^ers. Larger elose-paeked flocks of seve« 
hunTred Strang not uncommon in eastern India, espectally m autumn and 
.urine Excessively wary and difficult to approach, a feeding flock usui^y 
s^^s aUtsToriphery who give the alarm long before the bmh 
can be approached wiffiin gunshot. The flock rises m masst almmt snnu - 
.^neouslv*^ flvine fairly low and at great speed, turning, tsvistmg, and Eanying 
in relim^ed unison; On iouehing down after a flight the bud 
luddenN closes ft. wings and comes to a dead stop, assuming o" 

Though ra extremely cunning and wide awake on the ground “ 

coriousW simple when on the wing. When driven by beaters tnH arien fly 
past or over an unconcealed gunner with little suspicion till bitter expen 
CTce has proved their folly. They are good eating and rank high as sporting 

’'‘raon. Grasshopper, beetles and other insects, tiny molluscs, austx- 
ccans, and worms. Possibly berrio and seeds of roatsh planU as on its breed 

vmm ati CALLS. The only calls commonly heard in winter are a clear 
single whisUc leei, or a high-pilclied disyllabic or ter-Uw, much net 
than die Greenshank’s. I 

■ BRtxaiso. Extralimital. Similar to 373, , 

Musxuu DiAONOSn. Axillarics greyish brown as agalmt pure white m F- 
For description of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL; for detaib of plumage p ct 
morphology (abo bionomics), Witherby, 1!>40, 4: 374-C. 

MEASUREUE.NTS 

Wing Bm Tarsus 

oSjP 165-174 21-27 . 33^5 

9 9 158-175 22-26 — 

(from feaihcn) 

tVerght 28 o' 2 (winter) 86-1 IS (av. 103 ) gm, — BNTIS. ^ 

coLoucs or »A*t Tarot, irb dark brown. Bill black. Ixgs and feet I aty grey 


Tail 

59-64 mm. 
(\Slihcrby) 
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Genus Charadrius lAnnacus 

koTcdTvu Linnaeus, 1758, S)-st, Nat, cd. 10, 1; 150. Type, by tautoo>'my, 
radrius hiaticula Linnaeus 

intpidesrrus Bonaparte, 1856, Compt Rend. Acad. Sd. Paris 43: 417. Type, by 
tonymy, Charadniis pyrrhothorax * Tcraminck * = Gould = Charadrius nTrehepidumot 
iglcr s= Charadnas atrifrons Waglcr 

m^Polius Bonaparte, 1856, Compt Rend. Acad. Sd. Paris 43 r 417. Type, 
tauton>*my, Charadnus nivijrons Cuder = Charadrius Uucopolius Wagler = Charadrius 
inatus N^eillot 

Sls^a Mathews, 1913, Bds. Austr. 3: 125, 135. T>'pe, b>’ original designation, 
iradrius metaTU)ps Vicillot, nee Elseya Grandidier, 1867 

Els^rms Mathesv’S, 1914,- Austr. Av. Rcc. 2: 87. Ne%v name for EU^a Mathews, 
eoccupied 

Eupoda J. F. Brandi, 1845, in Tchihatchc\’*s Voy. Sci. Altai Orient: 444. Type, 
monotypy, Charadrius asicHcics Pallas 

■ Characters as for the Famiiy. For references sec p. 205. 

CC Nielsen, B. P., 1971, Omricom/. 2; 137-42 (Relationships of Asiatic Plovcrs). 


Key to the Species 

Page 

A white band behind neck 1 

No white band behind neck 2 

1 Breast band incompJctc a 

Breast band complete b 

a Cap reddish brcnsii .C. alexcatdrinus (breeding male) 235 

Cap greyish brovm C. elexandrimis 235 

b Scapulars chestnut-red C. melanops (ad.) 227 

Scapulars paler with some chestnut distributed over wing-coverti 

C. melanops (imm.) 227 

Neither of these 1 

I Outer tdl-feathcrs about 12 mm. shorter than inner. .C. placidus 237 

Outer tail-feathers equal to or only slightly shorter than inner 
a* 

a' ^Vhite at base of outer web of innermost primaries 

C. hiaticula 230 

No white at base .C. dahitis 231 

2 Upper breast chestnut c 

- Upper breast white, buffy, or ringed with complete or incomplete 

band d 

c Lores white C. asialicus (breeding male) 228 

Lores black II 

II Bill long (above 20 mm.) C. leschtnauHii (breeding male) 226 

Bni short (less than 20 mm.) C. mongolus (breeding male) 236 

d Rump and tail concolorous C. asiatieus ■ 228 

Rump whitish, tail dark. Ill 

III BUI long (above 20 mm.) C. Usehenaidtii 226 

Bill short (below 20 mm) C. mongolus 238 


374. Large Sand Plover, Charadrius leschenauUii Lesson 
Charadrius Leschenaultii Lesson, 1826, Diet. Sci. Nat., cd. Levraull, 42: 36 
' (Pondicherry, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 2118, Vol. 6: 175 
Plate 40, fig. 6 

mcAi. NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Grey Partridge — ; lengtlx c. 22 cm. (8|iin.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Winter (non-breeding). Abov^, forehead and 
supcrcilia fulvous-tvhite, tvith a broad b^o^vn band from lores under c>c 
to ear-coverts. Rest of upperparts ashy brown. Below white, with a pale 
brown band across breast generally broken in the middle. 

In flight a narrow whitish bar on the pointed wings, and white-tipped 
tail-fearers noticeable. 

Summer (breeding). Above, crowm, Iiindneck and sides of neck rufous; 
no pale supcrcilia; forehead black with a white spot on each side; a black 
patch bcIo^v eye thinning to ear-coverts. Below white, ^^ith a broad rufous 
band across upper breast continuous with sides of neck. Female. Black 
on head replaced with blackish speckling. Chestnut parts very pale. 

Sexes alike in \s'inter. 

Young (immature). Like adult in winter plumage, but with faint 
buff edges to the upperparts and pale edges to wing-coverts. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Winter \isitor to the seaboards of 
West Pakistan (Makran, Sind), India (Gujarat, Maharashtra, Kerala, 


Charodriw leschenouh/i 



Madras, Andhra, Orissa, ^V. Bengal), and East Pakistan. Also Ceylon, 
Maidive, Andaman, and Nicobar islands. Except perhaps in W. Pakistan, 
less abundant than Lesser Sand Plover (384) sviili which it is usually associa- 
ted. Rare inland, and apparently only on migration passage: recorded in 
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N. Baluchistan (Quetta, Chagai), Nepal, Rajasthan (Jodhpur, Sambhar Lake). 
Some hon-breeding birds stay back aU summer. Affects sandy sea beaches 
beriveen the tidemarks, mud flats, salt pans, and estuaries. 

Extralirmtal, Breeds on the Kiighiz Steppes and in NW. Mongolia, 
putatively across Asia from Transcaspia to Korea, south to Iran and possibly 
to the Red Sea. Winters on the coasts of southern Asia south of Turkestan 
and Korea, to S. Africa, India, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia and Australia. 
(For details of range sec Vaurie, G., 1965, Bds. Pal. Fauna 2 : 381.) 

WG^TiON. No ringing data. Arrives on the coasts of W. Pakistan and 
NW. India in early August, largely in worn breeding dress; departs chiefly 
in April-May (some as late as June) when most adults arc again in freshly 
moulted partial or complete breeding dress, and very fat. A few non-breeding 
mamduals remain in the winter quarters throughout the year without any 
trace of breeding plumage or migratory fat, 

CENTRAL HABITS. A truly maritime species. Gregarious; in small parties 
or large flocks usually in association with Lesser Sand Plovers, dunlins, and 
other waden. Behaviour D^pical of the family and very like the commoner 
Lesser Sand Plover (384), q.v. 

FOOD. Small crabs, marine worms, insects. Among the last the beetle 
iphenoptera aertea (Buprestidae) has been identified. 

VOICE and cauls. Very silent in printer. Except for a lo^v trrrl when 
off, nothing recorded. 

BREEDING, Extralimital. Apparently similar to Lesser Sand Plover. 

Diagnosis. For description of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. In non- 
^ mg and immature plumage could be confused with Charadrius hiaticula (378), 

^ t iis longer famu (dusky greenish c. orange-yellow) and longer bill will distinguish 
*t at all times. 

fctEASUBEMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

20 cf 9 134-150 24-27 35-38 48-58 mm. 

(from feathers) (Ticchurst, SA) 

II ’right 8 5 S (winter) 65-84 gra. — BNHS. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, Iris brown. Bill black, and feet dusky grecimh 
(wmetimrs almost sage-green) to oU\*c-5latc colour. 

375. Australian Blackfronted Plover, Charadrius tnelanops Vieilloti 
CharadTius melanops Viollot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. Hist. Nat. 27: 139 
(* Terres Australes * = Nesv South Wales epud Matho^'s) 

Omitted in Baker 

SIZE. Lesser Sand Hover (384) — ; length c. 16-17 era. (6-61 in.). 

, characters. The distinctive black and svhitc patterning on the 

^ *iificrent from the Ring Plover group, and prominent maroon- 

c cstnut scapulars should be diagnostic. Seres alike. (For description of 
plumage see Museum Diagnosis, bclors-.) 

^^szRiBtrnox and haettat. Vagrant, A single specimen collected 
^ jerdon at Pulicat Lake near Madras in June (i.e. during the 

austral ssinlcr). Breeds in Australia and Tasmania where it frequents 
muddy river banks and .shores of lakes and inlets. 
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Museum Diagnosis. Atozt. Crosvn brown; forehead and a stripe commencing 
at eye and passing over car-coverts round hindneck black. A conspicuous white 
stripe over eyes continuing round hindneck lepaiaUng the black band from crown. 
Back and wings (ternaries) brown; scapulars maroon-chestnut; greater coverts 
white-lipped forming an obscure band across wing; primaries black. Middle pair 
of tail-feathers brown at base black at dp: neat three pairs while at base passing into 
blackish brown and largely whfle-dpped. Remaining rectrices entirely white. Btlm, 
a broad black band across breast, starting from the black ear-coverts, encroaching 
somewhat towards abdomen in its middle. Throat, abdomen, and under tail-cos-ens 


white. (Alter Gould, Birds of Australia.) 


measurements 


Wing Bill 

Tamis 

(from feathen) 


no-112 15-17 

23-25 

5 9 r. 109 — 

— 


COIOURS DE BARE RARTS. Iris dark brosvn; eyelids bright red. legs and feet pale 


fleshy to orange-flesh, 

Charadrius asiaticus Pallas 
Key to the Sohspedee 

Smaller; wing under 152 nun,; aaillaries white C. a. ajvtuur 

Larger; wing over 152 mm. ;axillaTie5 light brown C. e. eeredus 


376. Caspian Sand Plover. Charadrius asiaticus asiaticus Pallas 

Charadrius asiaticus Fallas, 1773, Rcisc Russ. Rcichs 2: 715 
(Salt Laics of the South Tartar steppes) 

Baker, FBI No. 2104, Vot 6: 158 
PUte 40, fig. 7 

L.DCAL NAMES. Nonc lecorded. 

SIZE. Grey Q.uaU length c. 19 cm. (7} in.). 

riEED CHARACTERS. Winter (non-breeding). Difficult to tell from 
Lesser Sand Plover (384) of the same size, but when together should be 
noticeable as somewhat higher on the legs. Abact, forehead, supcrdlia, lores, 
and cheeks buffy white. A brown patch behind eye to car-coverts. Back 
and upperparts brown. Tail-feathers brown, darker near end and tipped 
white. -Bfto, chin and throat buffy- white continuing from checks; foreneck 
and breast brown; rest of underparts white. Underwing mixed brown and 
white; a-dllaiies pure white. Sexes alike. 

Summer (breeding). Foreneck and upper breast chesmut, separated 
from white lower breast and abdomen by a black band. 

Young (immature). Upperparts narrowly scalloped with dull rufous. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Vagrant. A single specimen shot 
near Ratnagiri on the west coast in c. 1880, another in Ceylon in Februaiy- 
1951, and a pair in the Maidive Is. in November 1958 cofBO'tute the only 
authrotic records for our area. Sight-recorded in Ceylon (Norris, C. E., 
1964, Laris 10: 119). Possibly less rare but overlooked. Affects sea coast and 
mudflats, but said to prefer grassy plains inland. 
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Extralirntd. Breeds fitam the lower Volga in SE. Russia to Dzungaria 
south to E. Iran and the Tian Shans. Migrates through Iran, Arabia and 
eastern Africa; winters chiefly in S. Africa — Peters, 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. Unrecorded in India ; presumably as of 
the lesser Sand Plover. 

VOICE and calls. *A plaintive treble whistle* (Baker). ‘A whistling 
ku-wit' (Meinertzhagen). 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinguished from Lesser Sand Plover (384) by its longer 
tanus. Shafrs of all primaries usually white. For details of plumages see Baker, loc. 
cit.j for plumage phases and morphology (also bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4: 


381-3. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 

O'ri' I4I-I55 

(from featliers) 
19-23 

37-41 

49-60 mm. 

9 9 140-150 

20-23 

— 

— 

(Witherby) 

COLOURS OF BARB PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dusky olive. 


377. Eastern Sand Plover. Ckaradrius asiaiicus vertdus Gould 
Charodnui vtrtdus Gould, 1848, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 38 
(Northern Australia) 

Baker, FBI No. 2105, Vol. 6: 159 
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 
iiZE. Grey Quail 4*; length e. 24 cm. (9^ in,). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Very like Caspian Sand Plover (376) but lai^cr. 

Winter (non-breeding), riiore, superdlia less distinct; hindneck paler 
than crown or back. Sexes alike. In flight the light brown undcrwing and 
axillaries are suggestive clues. 

Summer (breeding). AbovCf whole head and neck white excepting a 
brown nape patch; a brown band from behind eye over ear-covdrts to nape. 
BeloWi throat white; foreneck rufous (connected with brown nape-patch), 
turning to chestnut on upper breast and sides of breast. A black band 
separating chestnut breast from white of rest of underparts. 

Young (immature) have the upperparts scalloped %vith rufous. Bdow, 
brown feathers of breast wth d.-u^k centres. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Vagrant. A single example (in 
winter plumage) collected in the Andamans in May 1872. No other record 
within our limits.' 

Exlralimital. Breeds in Mongoh'a and N. China. Migrates through China 
and Japan and winters in the Sunda Islands, Celebes, Moluccas, and 
Australia — Peten. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As of Caspian and Lesser and X.argc Sand 
Plovers. 

VOICE and calls. * When disturbed utters a sharp whistling note ’ 
(Cayley, Australia). 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Id winter plumage distinguishable from Charadnus mngolus 
etrifrons (384) by larger size and longer tarsus; from C. Uschenaultii (same size) by 
colour of shafts of the primaries. In C, a. veredus whole shaft of first primary (as.), 
white; a portion of second primary usually white but occasionally second primary 
all brown like the rest; in Uschenaultii whole shaft of flnt primary and all but the tips 
and basa of the others are white. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS ' 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathen) 

(J 19 153-167 22-24 r. 44-46 59-64 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifu hazel. * BiU olive-brown. Legs pale brownish fletli 
colour; feet washed with grey, blackish on joints* (Suinhoe). 


378. Eastern Ringed Plover. Ckaradrius hiaticula tundrae (Ixiwe) 

Aegiolitis hiaticula tundrae Lowe, 1915, Bull. Brit, Om. Cl. 36: 7 
{Valley of the Yenessci) 

, Baker, FBI No. 2112, Vol. 6: 168 
Plate 40, fig. 2 and Plate 41, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES.. None recorded. 

SIZE. Grey Quail i ; length c. 19 cm. (7^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Very Hkc Little Ringed Plover (3B0), q.v. — also 
with a double collar on hindneck (the upper white, the lower black), black 
pectoral band, and bold black-and-white head markings. Distinguished 
from it at rest chicfly'Tby somewhat larger size, absence of the thin white 
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line above black forccrown-band, and orange-yellow (a. dusky-olive or 
greenish yellow) legs; in flight by presence of a narrow white wing-bar 
(lacking in 380). Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) doubtfully possible to tell in the field from young 380. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Straggler or very rare winter visitor; 
possibly sometimes confused by observers with Litde Ringed Plover, and in 
immature plumage with Lesser Sand Plover. So far recorded with specimens 
only from Gilgit (1881, SF 9: 359), Sultanpur near Delhi (1879, SF8; 197), 
and Maldivc Islands (1958,JBNHS 60: 571). Authentically sight-recorded: 
Karachi harbour (C. B. Ticehurst, Ibis 1923: 655), Jaffna Peninsula, Ceylon 
(G. M. Henry, 1944, Loris 3: 132). 

Extralimital. ‘Breeds on the Arctic tundras of northern Scandinavia, 
Fiidand, N. Russia and N. Siberia to the Chuckchi Peninsula. Winters 
chiefly along the coasts and islands of the NE. Mediterranean and the 
coasts of E. Africa . . .’ — Peters. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Not rccordcd in India. Else- 
where noted by SA as a frill, liquid tooii (disyllabic), lower pitched than the 
(monosyllabic) phiu or pheeoo of Little Ringed Plover (379, 380). 

Museum Diagnosis. For detaib of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.; for description 
of plumage phases, morphology (also biononucs) of the nominate race and of C. A. 
tundrae (which is decidedly darker and abo slighUy smaller), Withci*by, 1940, 4; 
347-53. 

Black pectoral band much broader, legs and bill coarser, and feet larger than in 
Charadrius dabius. For other distinguishing characters of hiaticula from C. duhius, C. 
mongolus and aUied plovers sec A. O. Hume, 1879, SF 8; 197-201. 

measurements of breeding birds from Siberia and N. Norway: 

Wing Bill Tarsiu Tail 

cfcT 122-132 13-15 24-27 55-61 ram. 

9 9 125-129 13-15 ' — 

(from feathen) (Wilhcrby) 

Weight 1 o ? 42 gm. — BNHS. 

ooLoiTRi OF BARE PARTS. Iris bfown; eyelids yellow. Bill orange-yellow, black 
at tip. Legs and feet orange-yellow. 

Ckaradrius dubius ScopoU 
Key to the Sabspedea 


Smaller; wing 102 to 114 mm. C. iLjerdora ' 

Larger; wing 1 15 to 121 nun.. ,C. d. curonicus 


379. European UttJe Ringed Plover. Ckaradrius dubius curonicus Gmclin 
Cheredriut evremeus Gmclin, 1789, S>sL Nat. 1(2): 692 (Kurland) 

380. Indian Little Ringed Plover, Charadrius dubius jerdoni (Leggc) 
Asgielitis jmbm Leggc, 1880, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 39 (C«ylon and middle 
India). New name for Aegialitis rtinuta jerdon, rue Charadr^ mirmtus Pallas 
Baker. FBI Nos. 2114, 2115^ VoL 6: 171 
Plate 40, fig. 3 and Plate 41, fig. 2 

LOCAL HAMEL Jlf/nM (Hindi); jliria (bengal); Eota ka!y (Kashmiri); 

Byfu alc i La, Bexta (Telugu) ; AneW dhiyd (Stnhala); Sirtna kBttcn (Tamil); Metira 
kftM (Malayalam). 



X e. 1 


SIZE. Lesser Sand Plover length e, 17 cm. (SJ in.). 

FIELD* CHARACTERS. A typical little plover with thick round black-and- 
white patterned head, bare yellowish legs and short pigeon-likc bill. Above^ 
forehead white; forccrown black, sepa- 
rated from the sandy brown crown by 
a thin white line running back over eyes 
and car-covcrlL A black band from lores 
enclosing ycUow-riinmcd eye and car- 
coverts. A double collar on hindneck (the 
upper white, the lower black) separating 
crown from sandy brown upperparts. 
BeloWi chin, throat and forcncck white 
narrowing on sides of neck mto the 
white collar; black nuchal collar continuing down into a pectoral band 
icross upper breast. Rest of underparts white. Sexes alike. 

Absence of white wing-bar (in flight), and yellowish v. brenvnish grey 
egs disUnguish it from Kentish Plover (381, 382) in comparable plurnage. . 

Young (immature).. No clear-cut black and white markings on h»d 
3 r breast, these being replaced by brown. The black pectoral band when 
Srst assumed has whitish fringes. 

For downy chick sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Status of the races uncertain since 
their separation rests solely on slighdy larger wing in curonicus; 
to discriminate the two without spedmens in hand, therefore they arc boin 
:ombined here, 

C. d. curonicus. Breeds for certain in West Pakistan (Quetta Valley, N.vy.r, 
Province ( ?) ) and Kashmir to c. 1 500 metres and possibly higher clcvaU^ 
[Ladakh ?). Winter visitor and/or on migration passage (August/Septemex^ 
to ApriJ/May) over practically our entire area as far cast as the Naga and 
Mishmi Hills and including Andaman Is. and Ct^lon. Recorded (presum- 
ibly this subspcdcs) on passage in Chitral (April) and Kohat (February 
to mid May), as well as breeding abundantly in the Kurram Valley from 
May onwards (Perreau), and about That (Rattray). Double passage migrant, 
Detober and April, in I^njab Salt Range (Waite). ^ 

Exiralirrtital. * 'Hie greater part of Europe and N. Asia from lat. 62 N. 
jj Sweden, 67®N. in Finland, the White Sea, lat. 60*N. in Asia, south to 
MW. Africa, Egypt, Kashmir, N. China and N. Japan; Island of Madeira. 
fcVintcrt in Africa south of the Sahara, Arabia, India, S. China, the Malay 
\rchipclago lOid Papuan Islands * (Peters). 

C. d. jerdoni. Resident throughout the subconUnent from the Him^ayan 
bothiUs to Kanyakumari, and from Sind to Assam. Nepal; Ceylon, Mo^ cs 
ibout locally %viih water conditions. 

Extralimital, * Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula, IndochiM, New 
juinca, Bismarck Archipelago, apparently also the Greater and Lesser 
>unda Islands * (Peters). , 

Affects shingly banks of riven, streams and tanks, wet grazing groun i, 
he seashore between tidemarks, and tidal mudflats and estuaries. ^ 

GENERAL HABm. Kccps in pair! Of small scattered feeding parties an 
locks of 6 to 12 or more, cither by itself or mixed with other imal) waden. 
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Runs about \s*ith rapid mindng stqjs, head partly dra^vn into the shouldcn, 
in short aigzag spurts punctuated by pauses to pick up some titbit wth the 
peculiar steep ‘ hinged to knee-joint ’ forward fflt of body characteristic 
of the family. Has a clever technique of stampeding tiny insects and crusta- 
ceans lying doggo in unevennesses of the ground by dnimtning or tapping 
with the toes of one foot in a rapid vibratory motion. Success of this man- 
oeu%TC evident from the frequency of the darting forward * dips * to snatch 
the fleeing refugees, immediately resulting. In its nath'e environment its 
colour pattern is astonishingly (tisruptive, making the bird quite invisible 
even at close range imlcss it moves. Though scattered over a wide area 
when feeding the birds ^viil rise more or less simultaneously on alarm and 
fly off in a compact agile flock turning and twisting in the air in regimented 
unison, their white imdeisides flashing in the sun as they bank and wheel. 
The flight, attained by rapid strokes of the pointed wings, is swift but seldom 
more a few metres above ground. 

FOOD. Insects (weevils, beetles, dipterous larvae), worms, tiny crabs, 
etc. Among stomach contents the following insects have been identified: 
Chnlogcrais sp. (Acridiidae), Hypera variabilit (Curculionidae), Scleron ^mticotle 
(Tenebrionidae), Chsjsopa larvae (Hemerobiidae). 

VOICE and calls. A short ratiier plaintive single whistle pMu or pkteoo 
constantly uttered in flight; noticeably higher pitched and thinner-sounding 
than the full liquid double-noted tooit of Ringed Plover (378). 

BEEEDiso. Season, C, d, curomais in Kashnur, April-May. C, d. jerdord in 
continental and peninsular India chiefly March to May; in South India, 
December to June, chiefly March, April and May; in Ceylon, June and 
July, occasionally August. JVert, a shallow unlink depression or scrape 
on a shingle bank or islet in a stream, or in a dry gravelly river-bed; 
usually in the open, sometimes near a bush or boulder. Eggs^ 4, of the typical 
peg-top shape of plovers* eggs — broad at one end, abruptly pointed at the 
other. Variable in coloration from huffish stone to greenish grc>' with 
hieroglyphic-like squiggles and scrawls and spots of dark brown and phantom 
purplish markings. Average size of 100 European eggs of curonicus 29*8 x 
22‘1 mm. (Jourdain); of 8 taken in ICashmir 28*9x21 *5 mm. (Osmaston); 
of SQjerdoni 27*5 x20*7 mm. (Baker), Both sertes share in incubation and 
tending the chicks, brooding them against r^ and performing * broken- 
wing* distraction display to lead off suspicious intruders. Incubation 
period c. 22 days. 

The nuptial display is a remarkable performance described by two 
independent observers with the foUovring sequences: 

1. A pair feeding. Male flattens body horizontally, partially flufis out 
feathers on sides of breast, lowers head (neck telcscop^ into shoulders and 
with bill pointing at female) , scuttles up to her. She moves away in the same 
manner, leading lum on. After a few metres female halts. Male comes up 
and with bill almost * dig^g her in the ribs * rapidly vibrates his fanned-out 
tail up and down, at the same time prancing quickly fit)m one foot to the 
other. After about 5 seconds of this hops on to female’s back, she still with 
body horizontal and legs upright. Stands with unflexed 1^ on female’s 
back and repeats the shivering for over 10 seconds. Female now tilts forward 
raising her posterior and quick copulation takes place, Male slips off female’s 
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back and moves off some distance in same * furtive ’ manner, and resumes 
feeding (Salim Ali). 

2. A female feeding. Male comes fl>ing over witl: rapidly beating wings, 
calling excitedly sweetyoa, sweetyxnij siceet-you. Lands ncarb)*, fluffs out tide 
feathers of breast, runs towards her pointing his bill as if to chase her off. 
She trots away and halts at a short distance, he follows at a crouching run. 
^^^3cn a few centimetres away he straightens out of his crouch, draws himself 
to his full height rapidly goose-stepping the intcrv'cning distance, stiffly 
raising one leg in front of him then the other in * a curious, comical, pre- 
posterously cock-of-tbc-walk fierformance *. The rapidly goose-stepping 
legs look from the side like a pair of scissors snipping aw’ay at speed. On his 
close approach female crouches slightly while he advances weaving his legs 
in the air. Finally male jumps on female’s back and stands (’ perhaps 20 
seconds *) literally treading her, his feet working strenuously. After quick 
copulation runs off, breast feathers again fluffed out, and expanded tail 
twitching (Lokc ^Van Tho). 

MusExni Diagnosis. For docription of plumage see Baker, loc. ql; for details 
of plumage phases and morphology (also bionomics) of rsjrcTtnrr, Withcrby, 1940, 
4: S56-9. C, d.jerdord differs from it only in being slightly smaller, but srze difference 
in the two races elin:<l- Hov^over, subspecies jmhrd (tropical) differs considerably 
from cjToniais (palaearctic) in Its moult pattern. The latter has a juvcnal-like winter 
plumage whereas jerriTni lacks a winter plumage (Stresemann, in epist.). All examples 
with wing over 114 mm., especially non-breeding birds collected in the plains in 
winter, probably referable to offonicus. 

Chick (in down). C. d. jirdcmi. * Forehead, carpus, edge of iJna and collar of 
hindneck white; circle round crown from c^’e to eye and above white collar, black; 
lines on thighs and forearm, tail, black; rest of upperparts grizzled black, white and 
ginger points * fllcchurst). 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tan 

C. d. nrrcnicus 

<? d 

111-119 

12-14* 

22-25 

50-60 mm. 

?e 

112-120 

12-14 

(from feathers) 

— 

(\Mtherby) 

C. d.jerdimi 

d d 

107-115 

15-17 

24-26 

54-62 mm. 

o o 

105-117 

16-17 

(from skull) 

23-26 

53-64 mm. 
(SA, HW, BB) 


Weight C. d, airvmciu 20 © 9 28-39 (av. 31*8) gm. 


C. d.jndmi 20 ^ $ 21-33 (av. 27-9) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown; naked ring round cyt (e>'elid5) ^'dlow, 
becoming greatly swollen in br ee ding season. Bill homy black, ^“cllow at base of 
lower mandible. Legs and feet dusk>' gre en ish ^*cnow; claws homy black. 

>nsCELLANEOus. Longevity (ring record) 8 years (i?tng, 1962, 33; 149). 

Charadrius alexandrinus Linnaeus 
Key to the Snb^pedes 


Smaller; wing 93 to 107 mm C, e, sethehm 

Larger; WTng 106 to 118 mm.. .C. c. aUxanirinsts 
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CHARADRIIFORMES 


381, Kentish Plover. Charadnus aUxandrinus aUxandrinus Linnaeus 
• Charadnus elexandriims Linnaeus, 1758, Syst Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 150 
(Egypt, ex Hasselquist) 

Baker, FBI No. 2106, VoL 6: 161 
Plate 40, fjg. 4 and Plate 41, frg. 5 

LOCAL NAStEs. TJnspccific and generaL 5’iena halldn (Tamil) ; Manal koefu 
(Malayalam). 

SIZE. Grey Quail — ; Lesser Sand Plovcr'±. Length c. 17 cm. (6J in.). 

field characters. Winter (non-breeding), o' 9 very similar to 
unmaturc Little Ringed Plover, and not easily distinguished from it. But 
blackish v. ydlovsish legs, narrower browriish stripe through eye, white 
forehead continued unbroken as supcrcilium, and a small dark patch on 
each side of upper breast r. a complete pectoral band, arc leading pointers. 

Summer (breeding). Male ; Crown bright rufous, and head markings 
more contrasty. WTiite collar on hindneck not separated from back by a 
black band as in Little Ringed Plover. Female more or less as in winter, 
but when freshly moulted has edges of feathers of the crown and breast- 
patches rufcscent. 



In flight a naixow white wing-bar and more prominent white sides of tail 
readily distinguish it from little Ringed Plover at all times. 

Young (immature). Like female but srith the upperparts narrowly 
scalloped with sandy buff. 

For dowTxy chick sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBunoN’ and HABITAT. Brccds, as so far proved, in West 
Pakhtan (Baluchistan, Sind), northern India (N. Bihar — Darbhanga 
dist), Gujarat — Bhavnagar, Porbundcr, Kharaghoda (race presumed). 
Doubtless also elsewhere and more widely. Winter ATsitor to the rest of India 
(recorded as rare in Assam JN. Cachar) and Manipur), Nepal tcrai, Ceylon, 
hlaldi\-e and LaccadKx islands. Affects the sea coast (mostly) ; also shingly 
river banks inland. 

Status of this race and the next uncertain as winter sightings racially insepa- 
rable, and breeding records outride ^V. Pakistan not authenticated by skin s. 

ExtrcliriicJ. * Br e eds on the Canary, ^fadrira, Azores, and Cape Verde 
Islands, south coast of England and the gre a ter part of Europe and C. i^ia 
from Sweden and Latvia cast to Kore a , south to the northern Sahara, 
Arabia,and Sind, htigrates in winter to tropical and southern Africa, 
India, S. China, Japan, Formosa and the Sunda Wands * (Peten). 


SUCR.ATION. No ringing data. Common at Bannu (NW. Pakistan) in 
spring and autumn (Whitehead & Magrath). Arrives in Quetta district 
(Baluchistan) early April, leaves in September (Ticchurst). Spring passage 
migrant in Delhi, chiefly end April and first half May (Frome). 

GENERAL HABITS. Vcs)’ similar to the Little Ring^ Plover (379, 380), 
with immaturcs of which it may easily be confused. Parties and flocks, often 
mixed with other waders. Runs about with neck drawn into the shoulders 
as ty'pical of the smaller plovers. 

FOOD. Small crabs, sandlioppers and other insects. 

VOICE and call*:. A soft Irr uttered when flying off; ‘ a sweet trill in 
butterfly-like display flight ’ (Baker). A shrill double alarm note ‘ too’tl^ 
too-if, i(tup, i((up * (Withcrby). 

BREEDING. SeospTt jti Baluchistan (Quetta disL), Sind and Gujarat 
Alarch to July chiefly May and June. .Veif, a slight depression in sand some- 
times lined with fragments of shells, in a dry’ river-bed, or on the seashore 
above high-tide mark or on mounds of windblow’n sand collected at the 
base ofsalt-plants like Sueda or among runnen oTIpomoea biloba. Eggs normally 
3, occasionally 2, exceptionally 4; pyTiform, pale to dark sandy broivn 
sometimes tinged greenish; stippled, spotted and blotched with blackish 
brown often mixed with or largely replaced by twisted hair lines and scrawls. 
The eggs often lie in the scrape half buried in windblown sand with only 
the broad ends showing as rounded studs or domes. Average size of 100 
cxtralimital eggs 32*5x23*5 mm. (Jourdain). Indian eggs agree with tliis 
(Baker). Both sexes incubate; period 15-17 days (Naumann). Both parents 
tend the young and indulge in * broken-wing ’ distraction displays to draw 
off intruders from the vicinity of nest and chicks. A case of egg predation 
by the Great Stone Plover {^aais rt. Tecamrostrisj 437) has ban r eported 
(Dharmakumarsinhji) . 

Museum DtACNOsa. For description of plumage sec Baker, loc. dL; for detaib 
of plumage phases and morphology (also bionomics), Wihcrby, 1940, 4; 360-3. 

In winter plumage may' be distinguished from the very similar non-breeding and 
unmaturc CheTcdrias dubbts as follows: 


C. clexsndrvrjs 

Three outer pairs of rectriccs all 
white 

Shafts of all primaries white 
Brown pectoral bai^ widely broken 
Legs blacidsh 


C. cbHsj 

1, Only the outermost pair all white; 
2nd and 3rd p>airs partly brown 

2. Shaft of first primary only whhc 

3. Pectoral band unbroken 

4, Legs yellowish 


Chick (in dcn\'n). ‘ Forehead and carpia white; black Knc on forearm and 
behind each eyT; white hmd collar; crTn\-n and rest of upper parts mottled black and 
bufrish w-hite; underparts white * rncehuist). 


measurzmzjtts 


\Ving 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tail 

12 European c* o' 109-118 

ffrota feathers) 
14-15 

25*5-29 

43-46 mm. 

12 European 9 9 106-117 

14-15 

— 

— 

8 Indian o' o" 105-111 

(one 16) 
(from skull) 
19-22 

26-29 

(VMtherby) 

46-47 mm- 

8 Indian 9 9 105-114 

18-21 

27-28 

43-49 mm- 

Weight 22 d 2 (winter) 27-41 (av. 35*6) gm, — 

BNHS. 

fCBT, H^V. SA) 
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COLOURS or BAAE PARTI. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet plumbeous grey or 
bUckish. 

382. Ceylon Kentish Plover. Charadrius aUxandrinus seehohmi 
Hartert & Jackson 

Chtttairvus cUxandrirMS seebchmi Hartert & Jackson, 1915, Ibis; 529. New name for 
Cheradrius (cnticrms mmdus Seebohm (Aripo, N. Ceylon), nec Cherainm mtmtus Pallas 
Ltiteopolhuelextxndnmuleggd\'\hsiiXtr^ Kinncar, I937,J. Bom. nat. Hist. Soc. 39: 251 
(Hambantotta, SE. Coast, Ce^ion) 

Baker, FBI No. 2107, Vo!. 6: 162 

LOCAL NAMES. Pmchi oleyiya (Sinhala); Uppu kotthi (Madura dist., Madras). 

SIZE. As 381 ; length c. 17 cm. (6J in,), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of the nominate race (381), q.v. Slightly smaller 
and lacking the bright rufous cap in the breeding season. In n'intcr the 
iw'o races indistinguishable. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Common. Ceylon (low- 
country' Dry zone) and southern peninsular India, ho^v* far north not known. 
Affects the seashore and tidal mudflats, and margins of large tanks inland. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of ihc nominate race (381). 
BREEDINO. Stason in Ceylon May to August; occasionally as early as 
February' in the Jaffna Peninsula (Pliillips). In Madras (Cuddalorc 
1 1®43'N., 79®46'E.) April and July'/ August, possibly throughout the period. 
Rev. Axel Krebs, who found both eggs and chicks there, categorically 
noted the absence of the rufous cap in breeding birds as is diagnostic of the 
ttlcq seebohmi (JBNHS, 1956, 53; 703). Site, nest and eggs as in the nominate 
race, the last smaller. Average size of 40 eggs 29*9 X22'0 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnose.' Differs from 381 in its smaller sire and in the fact that it 
does not assume the distinctive-breeding plumage wth the bright rufous cap. 
MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

5 Ceylon ri'ri' 103-104 - 1 &-Q 0 25-27 

3 Ceylon p 9 96-104 17-20 25-28 

(from skull) 

Weight 20 (J $ (winter) 2CM0 (av. 30'4) gm. — BNHS. (Pt Calimere) 

1 ^ 29 gm. — SDR (Ceylon). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 38 1 . 

383. Longbilled Ringed Plover. Charadrius placidiis J. E. Gray 

Charadrim plaiidm J. E. Gray, 1863, Cat. etc. M amm Bdj. Nepal and Tibet . . . 
Brit. Mus., ed. 2i 70 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 2I!6, VoL 6: 172 
Plate 40, hg. 1 

Local. NAMES. None recorded. 

SKE. Grey Quail -f ; Large Sand Plover ±. Length e. 23 cm. {c. 8| in-). 
FIELD CHARACTERS. Very Similar to the Ringed and Little Ringed 
Plovers (378, 380) — also wth black bill and yellow legs — and doubtfully 
distinguishable from them. But larger size and much longer bill are sugges- 
tive clues. (For differentiation in the hand see Museum Diagnosis.) 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. ^Vinlcr visitor. Rare but cv'idcntly 
regular in eastern and upper Assam. Has been obtained also in Nepal, N. 
Bihar, the duars of Bengal and Bhutan, and in East Pakistan. Affects 
shingle banks of large rivei-s. 

ExlTalimilal. ‘ Breeds in Ussuriland, Manchuria, Korea, N. China and 
N. Japan. ^Vinle^s south to China, N. India, Burma and Annam [central 
Viet Nam] * — Peters. Possibly breeds along the Tsangpo river in SE. Tibet 
(Ludlow). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Very little specifically recorded. 
Usually solitary'. Coloration remarkably obliterative on the shingle banks 
it frequents, rendering the bird liable to be overlooked. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. In general similar lo the Ringed Plovers. 

Museum Diagnosis. Shaft of first primary brown, paler and yellowish towards 
tip but never white as In Ringed Plover. Forehead wholly white; the black on the 
lores and cheeks replaced by brown or blackish brown, 

MEASUREVIENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

139-152 18-20 c. 31-34 76-73 mm. 

(Baker) 

colours of bare parts. Iris brown; rim of eyelid yellow. Bill black, base of 
lower mandible y-cllowish. Legs and feet light yellowish (La Touche). 


384. Pamirs Lesser Sand Plover. Charadrim mongolm atrifrons IVaglcr 

Charadrius atrifrons Waglcr, 1829, Isis wn Oken, col. 650 (Bengal) - 
Baker, FBI Na. 2117, Vol. 6: 174 
Plate 40, fig. 5 and Plate 41, fig. 4 

LOCAL nasies. (Sinhala); (Tamil) ; Manal kozhi (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Grey Quail; length c. 19 cm. (74 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A typical littic plovcr with thick round head, bare 
greenish grey legs, and short pigeon-like black bill. 

Winter (non-breeding). AbavCf forehead fulvous or taw'ny. Eai-covcrts 
brownish, conspicuous as a dark patch behind eye on white sides of head. 
White collar on hindncck very faint or absent. Upperparts sandy greyish 
brown. BeloWy white. - 

Summer (breeding), as sometimes seen just before emigration. Above, 
forehead and sides of head black; crotvn and hindncck rust coloured or 
pale chestnut. Rest of upperparts sandy brown. Below, upper breast and 
flanks pale chestnut, separated from glistening while throat by a blackish 
half collar. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) has pale fringes (.scalloping) to the feathers of the 
upperparts. 

For downy chick sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION anff HABITAT, Within our limits breeds in the 
Tibetan plateau facies of die High Himalayas between c. 3900 and 5500 m. 
elevation in Ladakli, Lahul, and Sikkim. Abundant winder visitor ■— perhaps 
the commonest wader — to the seaboard froiri Makran and Sind in W. 


Tail 

43-46 mm. 
39-43 mm. 
(HW) 
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Charadriat mongolut 



Pakbtan round the entire Peninsula to W. Bengal and E. Pakistan. Also the 
coasts on Ceylon, Andaman and Nicobar, and Maidive islands. Recorded 
inland south of the Himalayas sparingly and irregularly', chiefly on migration 
passage (stragglers ?) In N. Bihar, Nepal, Assam, Manipur, Rajasthan. 
A few odd birds in non-breeding dress remain behind on the sea coast 
throughout lh4 year. Affects seashores, and tidal mudflats and estuaries in 
winter; stony', sandy plains in tlie vicinity of high elevation lakes, .streams, 
and bogs in summer. 

Extralimital. Breeds on the Kirghiz Steppes (probably also in other 
p:^ts of southern Siberia and Turkestan), and Tibet. Migrates south in 
winter lo Penia, eastward to Malay Peninsula and Greater Sunda Is. Also 
Red Sea coasts, E. Africa south to the Zambesi, and island* of the Indian 
Ocean. 

MIGRATION. No ringing data. Arrivals on the sea coasts begin early 
Aupist; the birds becoming fairly abundant by early September. In Ceylon 
arriya during September and October and leaves in April and ^lay 
(Phillips). Spring emigration evidently commences about early May when 
some individuals already in partial breeding plumage with accumulation 
of migration fat and enlarged gonads. Exodas gradual and not in a body; 
by^ end of May most birds liavc gone. From paucity of inland records it is 
wdent that migration from sea coast to Tilx:tan uplands normally performed 
in a single hop non-stop. 

cr-NERAL HABITS. Grcgarioas. Keeps in scattered flocks — sometimes 
very large — often mixed with Large Sand Plovers, dunlins, stints and 
other w-aders, dotted about on tidal mudflats or the shiny' w*et sand left by 
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the receding tide. The birds run about in short spurts w-ith quick mincing 
steps neck pulled into the shoulders, dipping forward obliquely now and 
again to pick up some titbit. They bunch up on high ground to rest Nvhen 
the tide is in, and scatter again as it recedes, often feeding till well past 
sunset. When resting the bird stands inert on one leg, the other remaining 
tucked even while repelling a neighbour, hopscolching up to him comically 
with bill threateningly levelled. ..... 

When just arrived from their breeding grounds much territorial rn-alry 
is still in evidence resulting in frequent but innocuous skirmishc. Two birds 
^vill run parallel to each other in an almost furtive posture — bills homonial 
and necks telescbped — as if patrolling an imaginary' boundary. Of a 
sudden one wiU turn upon the other, rush at him with open win^, and jump 
clean over him. To vary the tactics the patrolling b.r^ will someumes 
nretend to ignore each other’s proximity, making as if to sheer off. Suddcnl> 
they will whip round and rush at each other to repeat the clinch. 

' On disturbance the scattered flock rises almost simultaneously, the bir^ 
dosing tip and flving swiftly in well-drilled unison, turning, twisting and 
zigzagging on the wing all togetlier, their white undeisidcs tithing from 
time m time as they bank and wheel. Has been observed prepanng to romt 
for the night (?) crouching in scattered hoof-prints in dry sand above high- 
water mJk, looking in the gathering dusk like little stones strewn over an 

extensive area of beach (SA). , 

rooD. Chiefly small crabs (including Oopcdi sp.), sandhoppeis an 
marine worms. Hole of last approached by bird stealthily lifting and gcntl) 
putting dos™ each foot. Often both feet planted squarely on the ground 
the bifd leaning back and tugging at the worm till its lad almost touches 

CALLS. Very silent in winter; only a low In or 'jh'" 
flving oflT. In courtship chase on breeding grounds a peculiar hard tt-le/rr- 
tolrrlte sometimes varied to lil.lil.tn-lmi nl of tlic same quahty of sound 
as the ‘ stonc-on-icc ’ call of the Indian Nightjar {Capnmulgus anatuus). 
This uttered also in the nature of a ‘ svar-cry ’ svhen chasing off a Icmtonal 
rival or intruder. Alarm note a chatter of two syllables, emup, not unlike 

thecroakofafrog(\Vh’i5tIer). 

breedind. Stasm in Ladakh (Tso Kar, Tso Monri and langkong 
lakes) Lahul and Spiti (Chandra lake)— r. 3900 to 5500 m. — duefly 
early Tunc to mid July. Xtst, an unlined scrape or saucer-hke depression on 
dry stony or shingly ground about the margin of a lake or W- 
3 pyriform, glosslcss pale green to dark biscuit colour nr tOPP'” 

felr^^’cnly all over with reddish brosm (colour of dned blood). Average 
size of 12 eggs 36-7x26-3 mm. (B. B. Osmaslon). 

Pre-nupdal chase of female as well as territorial defence consists ol tne 
' bird flying close above the ground on rapidly vibrating ss-mgs uttering its 
peculiar ‘ war-cry Both birds partake in incubaU'on and care of the young, 
S^Tnly gisS the broken-sring dh.raetlon dbplay to lead off intrude 
from nest (particularly svhen eggs hard set) and chicks. IncubaUon period 

'"^SZL-M DiAONOsa. For detaib of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL Bg! shorter than 
middle toe ivilhout claw. 
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CHARADRIIFORMES 


Chick (in down). Upperparts deeper buff than, in elaadrvtas [381], mottlffd 
widi hUck on oown; wings and whole of back, tips of wings and collar of neck grey* 
bnff; narrow, short black lines on lores, behind eyes and on the ear<overts. Under* 
parts whit^ grejdsh bufi* at the tides; legs and feet plumbeous ' (licehuist}. 

SBAXOUUDm 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(firom feathen) 

S4 t? 9 122-132 16^19 32-35 44-49 mm. 

(one 118) * (CBT, HW, SA) 

There is no difference between the sexes. 

Weight 8 o' 9 (autumn) 39-50 gm. (aver. 43*75) — SA. 

ooLOuas OF BAKE FARTS. Itis dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet fleshy grey- 
ydlowish- or olive-slate colour. 


Subfamily Scolopaginas : Curlews, Sandpipers, Snipe, Woodcock 
Key to the Genera 


A Tibia entirely feathered ^colc^ 

B Tibia partially feathered CepeUa 

G TiKa unfcathcred I 

1 Toes partially webbed a 


Page 

292 

278 


Toes divided b 

a Bin long; over 65 mm., I 

Bni moderate to short; imder 65 mm. II 

I Bill curved down /iimtmus 241 

BQl ftrai^t or slightly curved up a' 

a' Bni subtly curved up Limosa 248 


Bni straight, flattened and pitted towards dp. 


Ilrmodnmms 276 


n No vdiite on secondary coverts or upper tail-coverts 

Pfdlomacfais 318 


White on upper tail-coverts, or secondary coverts tipped with 

white Tringa 254 

b Inner webs of outer primaria speckled Ttyngites 317 

Inner webs of outer primaries not speckled *. . .. ,III 

III End of bfll spoon-shaped Etaynorhjmchm 312 

Bni sharply pointed; profile of lower mandible generally inclined 

upward.. Arenana 273 

Bni generally same vddth beyond base to sllghdy decurved dp; 

occasionally widened towards middle lirmaXa 314 

Bni generally depressed in width towards middle, expanded 
slightly towards dp Cdidns 295 


Genus Numenius Brisson 

.Vummiuj Brisson, 1760, Om. 1: 48; 5; 311. Type, by tautonymy, }(vmtmxa 
Brisson = Scohpex tuqmla Linnaeus 

Bni very long, slender, and curved downwards over the greater part of its length; 
‘dp of upper mandible blunt and projecting beyond the lower. Nostril linear placed 
In a groove which extends over about threc-quartcia length of the bDJ. Legs moderate- 
ly long: tarsus reticulated except on the lower half in front, where transvertcly 


1 € 


scutellated. Hind toe of moderate size; middle toe much longer than the others; 
toes webbed at base; claws dnated. Wing long and pointed: first primar>’ (as.) 
longest; irmer secondaries very long. Sexes alike. 

The genus contains the curlews and whimbrcls which have an almost worldwide 
distribution. 

Key to the Spedes 

Page 

A CrowTi streaked; tarsus 75 mm. or more A', crqmla 245 

B Crown brown with a pale median stripe; tarsus decidedly less than 

75 mm A' phctop'js 242 

NuifEKivs PHAEOPU'? (Linnacus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

General colour paler; dark bars and streaks less hca\y. . . .A'’, p.pharop'js 
General colour darker; dark bars and streaks broader and more 
numerous Al p. renegatus 

385. WBimbrel. A'hmmiux phaeopms phaeopus (Linnacus) 

Scohpax Phaeopus Liimacus, 1758, Nat., ed. 10, 1: 146 (in Europa = Sweden) 
B^cr, FBI No. 2135, Vol. 6: 203 
Plate 39, fig. 9 and Plate 42, fig. 7 

xx>CAi. KAMES. Chkota goungky Chhotd^ gulindd (Hindi, Bengal); Chkcld gulrydr 
(Bihar); Tetti kokku (Malayalam); Mdhd watuud (Sinhala); Kuihirai mdlai kottdn 
(Tamil); Bulithumbij Bulitktmga^ Orana (Maldives). 

SIZE. Country hen; length c. 43 cm. (17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Smaller edition of the more familiar Curlew' (387), 
also with long dowTicurv’cd bill. Distinguished by its blackish cro\s'n 
white * centre parting * and long white superciliary' stripes on either side. 

Above, forehead and crowm dark brouTi with a w’hite median band; long 
superdlia from base of bill, and sides of head w’hitish. A dark brown band 
from lores through eye to ear-coverts. Upperparts sandy brown with whitish 
spots; low’er back and rump white; upper tail-coverts barred brow’n and 
W’hitish. Tail ashy brown barred witli blackish. Below, chin, throat, and 
abdomen white; rest of underparts sullied white narrowly streaked with 
blackish on^foreneck and breast, and barred on flanks'. Se.xcs alike. 

Young (immature) has the mantle scalloped with pinkish buff or buff, 
and rump suffused with same. Lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts 
white finely scalloped with browm. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. \Vinter visitor to West Pakistan 
(Baluchistan, Sind — chiefly passage migrant), and western India in 
Gujarat (chiefly Kutch and Saurashtra) and sparingly along the entire 
seaboard .south to Kerala, Ceylon, and the Andaman, Nicobar, Laccadive 
and Maidive Is. Also up the east coast to Bengal and E. Pakistan, but the 
\sintcr distributions of this race and variegafus (386) not yet properly worked" 
out though both occur in the Ganges delta. Stray individuals regularly seen 
throughout the year especially in the Kutch area, but no evidence of breed- 
ing as yet. Affects the sea coast, tidal mangroves, creeks and mudflats. 
Occasionally at inland jheels during migration passage. Recorded and/or 
collected thus in Baluchistan (Sibi), Kashmir (Hokanar), Uttar Pradesh 


CURLEWS, SANDPIPERS, SNIPE, WOODCOCK 243 



(Lucknow Division), Nepal, Bihar (Darbhanga), Madhya Pradesh (Sehorc) 
and also up in the Western Ghats. 

•Extraiimilal. Breeds in northern Scandinavia, X^apland, Finland, northern 
and W, Siberia to Tobolsk and the upper Irtysh, Winters throughout 
Africa, Madagascar, Arabia, NW. India and islands in the western Indian 
Ocean. Burma (Smythies). 

jncRATiON. No ringing data. Recorded on autumn passage in Iraq, 
July-^ugust to end September. In West Pakistan (Makran (?) and Sind 
coasts) first arrivals early August continuing to mid Septemb^; then in 
sm^cr numbers also along the west coast of the Peninsula. By early Octo^r 
niain body has moved on leaving only small lots of wintering birds on Sind 
coast. Females believed to comprise the vanguard of southern migrants in 
autumn, the males following later with young birds of the year. This pro- 
position needs testing. Return (spring) passage, possibly partly from our 
noted at Enzeli (Bandar-e-Pahlavi) on the southw'cstcrn shore of the 
U^ian Sea in Iran, second week of April to early May. Unravelling 

o movements in India complicated by the considerable numbers, pre- 
sumably of non-breeding birds, which ov’crsummer within our limits. 
general habits. Very similar to Curlew (387), but more gregarious, 
fttner met with in parties or flocks of 5 to 15 in winter; larger flocks on 
e,g. in Sind. Partial to tidal mudflats and mangrovc-lincd 
®'cefa, ninm'ng about and feeding on the squclchy ooze at low tide. The 
s ender curved bill is admirably adapted for probing into the oblique 
Urrows of fiddler crabs {Uca spp.). The bird inserts it into a hole and 
out the inmate by its large * arm *. A smart sideways jerk detaches 
arm wluch remains in the bill as the crab tries to escape. The bird 
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promptly drops the arm and seizes and swallows the crab. The cool, matter- 
of-fact way in which this operation is performed as the bird trots from hole 
to hole is amusing to watch. At high tide when the mudflat is submerged, 
it often perches on the tops of the mangrove bushes waiting for the ebb. 

When flighting to and from alternative feeding-grounds among the 
creeks with the changing of the tides the birds can be readily decoyed over 
an ambush by an mutation of their calls, and afford good sport with the 
gun. They arc swift on the wing, wary and difficult to circumvent, and 
excellent for the table — all the qualities that most appeal to the sportsman. 

FOOD. Chiefly molluscs and crustaceans. Stomachs of specimens usually 
crammed with remains of snails and crabs, of which the fiddlers Uca spp. 
often form a considerable proportion. Other spcdcs identified are Tkalamila 
crmala (Latrcille) and Sesarma longipes Krauss. 

VOICE and calls. The only call heard in winter is a musical quick- 
repeated tittering whistle tetti-UUi-UtliAet of 7-9 syllables chiefly uttered 
on the sving, quite diagnostic even when the birds are passing over at night 
unseen. Bubbling, musical breeding call or song uttered in curlew-like 
aerial display flight closely resembles the Curlew’s, but is more prolonged and 
trilling. 

BREEDING. ExtraUmital. Season, May-Junc. ^dst, a shallow circular 
grass-lined depression in marshland. Eggs, 3 or 4, pear-shaped olive-green, 
blotched and spotted with brown. After the recent unexpected finding of the 
Avocct breeding in the Great Rann of Kutch, the breeding of this species, 
as frequently alleged, becomes less improbable; the birds arc fairly numerous 
in the Gulf of Kutch area during June, July, and August as in other months. 

Museum DiACNOsn. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt.; for plumage 
phases and morphology (also bionomics), \Vitherby, 1940, 4: 172-6. C. B. 'ncchurst 
remarks that Sind birds arc more spotted on the lower back and rump than European 


examples, but less so than vafiegatus (386). 
MEASUREMENTS 




BOl 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(Ptf 232-250 

76-86 

50-61 

87-99 mm. 

9 9 243-265 

80-90 

(from feathers) 

— 

(\Slthcrby) 


Wdght 10 d 9 (autumn/wintcr) 255-400 (av. 329'3) gm. — BNHS. 

coijOURS of bare parts. Iris hazel to dark brown. BUI dark homy brown, fleshy 
pink at base of lower mandible. Legs and feet greenish gTe>'. 

Smaller tize of male noteworthy. Correlated with this would seem the assertion 
that he takes the major share in incubation and lending the ^oimg, 

386. Eastern WhimBreL /tumenius phaeopus tenegetus (Scopoli) 

TeniaSss eesiegetus Scopoli, 1766, Dd. Flor. cl Faxm. Insubr., fasc. 2: 92 
(No locality =* Luzon, ex Soanerat) 

Baker, FBI No. 2136, Voh 6: 204 
LOCAL NAMES. As for 385. 

HTTP, Same as 385; country hen. Length c. 43 cm. (17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS- As of 385, q.v. Indistinguishable from it except in 
the hand ; see Museum Diagnosis. 
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Umosa lappcniea 



Extrdimital. 'breeds locally in N. Europe and N. Asia from N. Scandi- 
navia probably to the Taimyr Peninsula. Winters south to the coasts 
of tropical Africa (Senegambia and Somaliland), Mairan Coast, Persian 
Gulf, and NW. India ’ (Peters). . 

maRATiON. No ringing data. One of the earliest migratory vvadets to 
arrive on the Makran, Sind, and Kutch coasts. August-September (earliest 
dates 22 July, 5 August). Then many still in worn breeding dress which 
is moulted soon after arrival in svinter quarters. By first week April many, 
and by last week April most, have again donned breeding dress and the 
majority have left, a few lingering on till first half May. Small numbers in 
grey non-breeding plumage remain behind throughout the year. 

OEUERAL I^ITS. Not significantly different from Blacktailed Godwit’s 
except ^that it keeps mainly on the sea coast and -is seldom met at fresh 
waters inland. Often in large flocks mixed tvith Blacktailed Godwits, dunlins, 
oystercatcheis, and other waders. ’ 

FOon. As of 389 ^ — molluscs, marine worms, insects. 

VOICE and calls. In winter only a pleasant low whutle or ' low piping 
note ’ (Hume), uttered singly or rapidly repeated while taking off or landing. 
Alarm call (chiefly when nesting) a bisyllabic tr-tfn, fe.fAi, dr Mfw. ehiliu 
thtm. 

BttEEtnKQ. Extralimital. Reason, June-July, Atst a slight depression on 
a grassy hummock around a bog or in open grassland ~ same as Whimbrel. 
E^s 3 or 4, greyish green trith umber brown spots; indistinguishable from 
Whimbrel's. , 
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Museum DtAONOsrs. For descn'pdon of plumage sec Baker, loc. ciL, but as 
Ticehurst points out (JBNHS 34: 486) female's breeding dress when assumed is 
complete though rather different from male’s, being much browner. For details of 
plumages and morphology (abo bionomics) sec Witherby, 1940, 4: 155-60. 

KeASUKEMEUTS , 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

d'd’ 202-216 , 72-63 46-51 67-77 mm. 

9 9 211-227 95-106 — _ 

(from feathers) (Witherby) 

Weight 20 d S (autumn/winter) 162-277 (av. 220’5) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill pinkish flesli colour, homy brown or 
blackish on terrm'nal half. Legs and feet greenish grey to almost black. 


Genus TrinOa Linnaeus 

rringa L/nnacus, 1758, Sysl. Nat., ed. 10. I: 148. by 'taulon>-my, Triifa 

ochropus (emend, of ocrophta) Linnaeus 

TeUmtu Bechstcin, 1803, Om. Tasebenb. Dcutschl. 2: 282. T)-pe, by laulonymy, 
Tetanus maculatus Bechstcin = Scotopax tetanus Linnaeus j 

Actitis lUiger, 1811, Prodromus: 262. Type, by subsequent designation, Tringa 
hypaUutos Linnaeus ' 

Clatlis Koch, 1816, Sjst. Zool.: 42, 304. Type, by monotypy, Scalopax nihulma 
Gunnerus 

XeirntKaup, 1829, Skiza. Entw.-Gcsch. Eur. Tliicnv.: 115. Type, by monotypy, 
Scobpax cimrea Guldenstadt 

A predominantly Falacarctic composite germs of Sandpipers, Redslianks, Green- 
shanks and Avocet-Sandpiper, previously split up into discrete genera on'characicis 
now considered unw'ajrantablc. 

For particulars see Thomson, A. L., 1964. Article *Sandpi|>er* 'fhomson, 
A. 1*. (cd.), JVlrtt’ Diet. Birds, laondon & New York. 


Key to the Species 


A Upper tail'covcrls not while 

B Upper tnil-covcrta white or barred. 

1 Bill curved upward T. lerek 269 

Bill not curved upvvard T. kypolmos 271 

2 Outer web oFsccondaries white barred with grey Taerythrepus 255 

Outer web of stcondaries nearly uniform white. ......... 7*. taianus 257 

Outer web of secondaries not as above a 

a Bill 48 mm. or above I 

Bill less than 48 mm .....31 

I Tarstis over 50 mm T. nehuJaria 2Gl 

Tarsus under 50 mm T. gutiifcr 2G0 

11 AxiUaries uniform while T, jtagTiaiih'j 259 

Axil.aries white barred wth fuscous T. gfareefa 265 


AxiUaries blackbb, narrowly ibarred ^v^tb white....?'. wAfs/ur 263 
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392. Spotted or Dusky Redshank. Tringa erythropus (Pallas) 

Saalapax rytkrapusTdins, 1764, m Vroeg’s Cat., Adumbr.: 6 (Holland) 

Baker, FBI No, 2149, Vol. 6: 223 
Plate 44, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Biian, Gutni, Smut (Hindi); Tma kal ulanka (Tanul); JPtakaiH 
(Mam'pur). “ 

SIZE. Grey Partridge ±; length r. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FtEUi ^RACTERS. A mcdlum-sizcd greyish brown-and-whitc svader 
wath longish orange-red legs and slender straight bill. 

Winter (non-brccding). Aiaae, narrow forehead, crown, hindneck 
and back ashy brown; lores darker brown; prominent wliite s -rcilia from 
bme of bill. Lower back, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts white, the last barred with black. 
Wings mottled and barred with svhite. Tail 
ashy brown, barred with white on edges. 
Brlaw, white, indistinctly spotted and mottled 
with brouTi on neck and upper breast; flanks 
tinged with dusky, and barred. Sexes alike. In 
fresh winter plumage distinctively grey- 
brown, profusely spotted and barred with 
white. Stands somewhat taller than the 
Common Redshank (393) but most readily 
distinguished from it in flight by absence of 
broad while bar along trailing edge (second- 
aries) of wing. 

Summer (breeding). Overall sooty bhick 
more or less narrowly scalloped and spotted 
with white. Lower hack and rump white; tail 
barred vvitli broader black and narrower 
white bars. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, nismiBLTto.v and jiAntTAT. IVintcr 
Secundaria, x r. | visitor. West Pakistan (common in Sind; 

A. T, nythnfui B. T. hisnus reportedly only on autumn and spring passage 

~ , in B.iluch;stan); all India; Ncp.Tl (vagrant); 

(rare vagrant). Evciywhere Ire common tlunn Redshank (393, 39}) 
Recorded from Punjab, K.Tshmir, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, W. Bengal 

h ^faha^ashlra,’ , 

c Doubtless occurs .tUo in Assam and elsewhere within our 

limits. So far not recorded in the Andamans and Nicobars. 

Afiecis jhtuls and tanks inhiiul, as well as tidal creeks and estuaries. 
ratin-.iia.. Breeds in .Scandinavia north of the .Arctic Circle N 
and Orenburg, and in N. vlsi-T east to 
Kamchatla. )\,nters south to Africa, India, Burma, China, Japan .and the 
Malay States’ (Pelcn). Borneo (Sra>abics). 

:u "■"Si'ig data. Arrives in Sind as early .as mid August, 

. . n i.a r mid September. Mostly gone by end .April when many birds 

date 8 Mr,‘,'!uia!Lsll.sd)!^‘"^ 
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Trlnge erythropus 



general haeits. As in 393, but oftencr seen feeding in fairly deep open 
A compact flock uil! stvim energetically back and forth with bflh i 
and heads fully immersed, the birds freely up-ending like ducks to reach ' 
the bottom mud. 

FOOD. As in 393. One with ‘ gullet full of small flsh ’ (Inglis). 

VOICE and calls. A shrill piping tiu-it or tiu^tiu-tiu uttered when taking 
off, or in flight; very similar to Common Redshank^s and easily confusablc 
\Wth it except after sufficient experience of both. 

vRCEDiNC, lixtralimital. Srasor: Junc-July. A'ejt, a scantily lined dcprcJ- « 
sion in a grass tussock in a bog. normally 4, olivc-bro^vn blotched 

with umber-browm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinguished from Redshank (393) by the outer secondaries 
being barred brow-n and white r. all white. Abo by white back and rump, hirred 
taU-coverts, and longer bill and legs. For description of plumage sec Baler, loo cit.; 
for detaHs of plumages and morphology (oho bionomica), \Viiherby, lOtO, 4; 332-5, 

MEASUREMT.STS 



\Ving 

niu 

(from feathen) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’o’ 

158-160 

53-59 

53-59 

60-60 mm. 

99 

166-177 

57-64 

— 

{U'l'jhcrby) 
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Weight 13 ^ $ (winter) IOS-187 (av. 146-9) — BNHS. 

OOLOVRS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill blaclcLth brown, orange-salmon at base 
of Im^'cr mandible. Legs and feet orange-red; claw blacldsh brown. 


The Eastern Redshanlc, Tringa ictamu emkxnus 
(Obcrholscr) is no longer separated from the Common 
Redshank. 


393, 394. Common Redshank. Tringa totanus tciamu (Linnaeus) 

Seolopcx Totamis Linnaeus, 1758, S^-sL Nat., cd, 10, 1 : 145 (in Europa = Sweden) 
Totaraa icUmus r^hvais Obcrholscr, 1900, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 22 : 207 
(Tso Moriri Lake, 15,000 ft, Ladakh) 

Tringa tolemus Urrignotae R. & A. Meinertzhagen, 1926, Bulk BriL Om. Cl. 46: 85 
(Koko Nor) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 2 147 . 2 148. Vol. 6 : 22 1 , 222 
- Plate 43, hg. 1 and Plate 44, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. QihSta baton (Hindi); Mali kottSn, SegappH khl ullan (Tamil); Maha 
xcctiOM (Sinhala) ; Ji^gahoibi (Manipur). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge length c, 28 cm. (1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A largc-rizcd Sandpiper. 

Winter (non-breeding). Aboze, greyish bro\s'n with white low'cr back 
and rump. Tail wlute, barred wdi brown. Below, white, finely streaked 
with brown on breast.. Bare slender orange-red legs and straight slender 
orange-red and black bill. Sexes alike. 

In flight the white rump, a broad white border to trailing edge of wing 
(secondaries), and long slender red legs projecting behind tire leading 
pointers. Combined effect of legs of large feeding flock — a red patch 
moving about on the sands (Armstrong). 

Summer (breeding) — as sometimes seen before emigration — •upper- 
parts some^vhat streaked and spotted svith black and fulvous. Below, more 
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heavily streaked with brown on upper breast than m winter; crescent- 
shaped dark spots, like broken bars, on lower breast. 

Young (immature). Above, more rufous, the fulvous spots on tlic scapu- 
lars etc. more pronounced. Beloic, more banded wiilr black on flanV.s. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Brccds in Kashmir and Ladakh, 
between c. 3300 and 5200 m. alt.; winter visitor to both Pakistans, all India, 


Tringa totonus 



Nepal, Sikkim, Ceylon, Andaman, Nicobar and Maldivc Is. Affects river 
banks and jheel margins inland; tidal creeks, salt pans and estuaries ^on the 
seaboard. 

ExiraUmtal. Breeds finm Scandinavia to \V. Siberia and in C. and E. Asia 
(probably from the Altai) east to Transbaikalia and IV. Kansu. Winters in 
India, Ceylon, Burma, hlalay States, S. China, Philippines, Simda Is., and 
Celebes. (Peters). 

MIGRATION. Himalayan-brecding w’intcr N-isitors to the Peninsula \'astly 
augmented by influx from cxtralimital areas between August-September 
and end March to early May. An example ringed in Bharatpur, Rajasthan 
(27®13'N., 77°32^E.) on 6.X.1965 recovered in Altai, near Blagovcshchcnka 
(52®50'N., 79“53'E.), U.S.S.R., in spring 1966. Vast concentrad'om of 
Redshanks together with thousands upon thousands of Ruff and Reeve 
and assorted small waders assemble on the squelchy mud and shallows at 
the mouth ofBanas river, Little Rann of Kutch (Gujarat), prior to emigra- 
tion, presenting a truly astonishing spectacle. 

CENERAL HABITS. Keeps solitary', in small parties and large flocks, oficn 
in assodatjon with other small waders. Runs about on the muddy edges 
picking up titbits, sometimes wading into shallow' water and feeding willi 
the bill and head completely immened. Swims on occasion, but much less 
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regularly than Dusky Redshank. Somedmes feeds in salt pans in concentrated 
brine. IVhen alarm^ or suspidous bobs head and posterior dolcntly up and 
down in the seesaw action typical of sandpipers. 

rewD. Molluscs, crustaceans, worms, aquatic insects and larvae. A 
conadcrablc quantity of coarse sand and grit usually found in stomachs. 

VOICE and calls. In winter quarters only a shrill, piping tiwee-tiwee-tiwee 
or lia-tia-iiu uttered chiefly while taking off or on the >ving. Easily confused 
with a^ost identical calls of Greenshank (396), from which distinguished 
only with practice, by its somewhat higher pitch. In breeding 'season male 
has beautiful nuptial song of strung-out quick-repeated trilling notes dcH- 
vtted as^ he drdcs at speed in dipping flight over the nesting ground, the 
white tail fully expanded and white rump fluffed out and flaunted promi- 
nently. 

BREMimo. Breeds in the Tibetan Plateau fades at e, 4000 to 5000 m. 
evation, of lAdaVh and Kashmir (Tsokar, Tso Moriri, Pangong lakes, 
etc.) and Sikkim (?). Season, May to July. Nest, a grass- 
toed deepish depression usually concealed in a grass tussock in a swamp. 

ggs, normally 4, pale stone colour to bright reddish buff", speckled and 
spotted with purplish brown or blackish, clucfly at the broad end. Ellongated 
Py*^rm in shape and remarkably large for the rizc of the bird. Average 
° ® eggs 46’I x31-8 mm. (Osmaston); of 60 Asiatic-taken ^gs 

3x30*4 mm. (Baker), Both sexes partake in incubation and tending 
c yxiung, resorting to * broken-wing ’ distraction tactics to lead off" intru- 
dcn. Incubation period 23-25 days (Witherby). For courtship display sec 
™er Voice etc. (above); further details in Witherby, 1940, 4: 324-9 
'^acr race britanmea). 

Museum Diagnosis. Somewhat larger nominate totanus. In winter paler, 
P*y less brown above; whiter bdow. In V i ri- prtmg plumage uppex parts paler 
^haa in nominate totarsu but edges of feathers more rufous. Below, throat usually 
white and less streaked; streaking and spotting on rest of undo parts also 
a tendency to be more reduced (Vaurie). 

»tt«OREMENTs. Vaurie (1965) gives for 20 (fc? of this race: Wing 152-165 
(«v. ip*5); bm from skull 48-53 (av. 50*2) xnm. 
effected birds measure: 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

<f (? 158-161 45-51 49-51 63-72 mm. 

■2 9 9 162-165 51-54 — 67 mm. 

\c '- 1 . ... (fromikuU) (SA) 

''e»ght 12 ^ ? (winter) 107-127 (av. 116*9) gm. — BNHS. 
ooiouKs OF BAR£ FARTS. Iris bfown. Bin black, orange-reddish on basal third. 
»ad feet orange; daws black. 


395. Marah Sandpiper or little Greenahanlc. Tringa otagrMtilis 
(Bcchstdn) 

7Vt«Ktj stagaaSUs Bcchitein, 1 SO^Om. Tasdienb. DeutsdiL 2 : 292, pi. 29 (Germany) 
Baker, FBI No. 2144, VoL 6: 216 
Pfate 43, fig. 2 

NAMES. CUdtc getr«, Biler Mhddlla (Baigal). 

Grey Partridge — ;slendcrcrandUnKcr. Length c. 25 cm. (10 in.). 
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field characters. Perhaps the daintiest and most beautiful of our 
sandpipcis. In winter plumage, both at rest and in flight (no w-ing-bar), a 
perfect miniature of Greenshank (396) even to the slight upcun-c in bill. 
Above, grc>’i 5 h bro^vn ^vith forehead, supcrcilium, sides of head, lower back 
and rump pure while. Tail narrowly barred brow-nish. Below, pure white; 
sides of breast more or less marked xvith browm. Fine almost straight black 

bill; very slender greenish legs. Sexes alike. 

Summer (breeding). Above, sandy grey, the feathers dark-centred 
forming angular spots on back and * herring-bone ’ pattern on inner secon- 
daries. Below, white; forcneck and upper breast spotted with brown; flanks 
irregularly barred. 

STATIC, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. IN^ntcr \’isitor. Not uncommon, 
but numerically perhaps the least of the commoner sandpipers. All India, 
both Pakistans, Ce^’Ion. Not yet specifically recorded from the Andamans. A 



sight record from Nepal (GD 1968). Affects swampy edgo of frcsh^^■atcr ponds 
and jhccls, inundated paddy-fields, etc. ; to a lesser extent brackish lagoons and 
tidal mudflats. 

Extrcliralal. ' Breeds in SE. Europe, C. and S. Russia and across middle 
Asia south oflat. 56° at least as far east as Transbaikalia, south to Turkestan 
and N. Mongolia. Migrates in ss-inter to Africa, Arabia, India, Burma, Indo- 
chinese coimtrics, Sunda Is. and the Moluccas to Australia ’ (Peters). 

inoRATioN. Begins to arrive in N. India about mid August; mostly gone 
again by end April or early May, a few non-breeding birds loitering 
throughout the summer months. Tw-o hfarsh Sandpipers ringed at Point 
Calimcre, Madras (c. 10°N., 79°E.) on 12.*i.l962 ss-cre recovered in the 
Novonblrsk Region, U.S5.R. betvs-ecn 54°-55'X. and 76°-77°E., at a 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 2: 261-264 


CURLEWS, SANDPIPERS. SNIPE, WOODCOCK 261 

Straight-line map distance off. 5100 km.— one on 4.V.1963, the other almost 
exactly four years later (8.V.I967); from the dates of recoveryj presumably 
‘ on their breeding grounds. 

OEKEitAL HABITS. Kceps in parties or small flocks in company with 
other sandpipers running about on marshy ground, probing the soft mud ^ 
Mth its bill for food, pivoting in semicircles methodically from side to side 
and prospecting in a transect as it were rather than at random. Frequently 
wades into shallow water feeding with head and bill completely submerged. 

rooD. Small molluscs, crustaceans, insects and worms. 

VOICE and calls. Rather silent. A shrill piping che^weep^ cki^vxep uttered 
as the bird rises and makes off. 

BREEomo. Extralimital. More or less as in Redshank (394), 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumage sec Baker, loc. dL; for details 
ofitructurc etc. (abo bionomics), \Vithcrby, 1940, 4: 341-3, 

MEASUaEIONTS 

Wing Bm Tamo Tail 

(from feathers) 

I32-I39 37-40 47-52 33-58 mm. 

9 9 133-143 40-50 — — 

(Witherhy) 

Weight 40 o' 9 (autumn) 48-73 gm. (aver. 60 • 7) — SA. * 

colours op bare parts. Iris brown. Bill dark homy brown to blacklib, paler 
and greenish at base of lower mandible. Legs and feet dull sage-green, oUve-grccn 
or bluish-green. 

396. Greensbank. Tringa nebularia (Gunnerus) 

Seolopax Tulularia Gunnenu, 1767, in Leem, Beskr. Finm. Lapper: 251 
(District of Trondhjera, Norway) 

Baker, FBI No. 2150, Vol. 6: 225 
Plate 43, fig. 3 and Plate 44, fig. 10 

LOCAL NASOS. TdnianS, Timliim (Hindi); Gotra (Bengal); Peria kottan (Tamil); 
MShiwctutoa{S\riA 2 la^lPGckakkali (Malayalam); 7?m3/a (Marathi for all sandpipen). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge -f ; length e. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FIELD characters. Thc largest of our sandpipers. 

Winter (non-breeding). Above^ dark greyish brown, tvith white fore- 
head, lower back, rump, and tail; the last tvith faint, almost invisible barring. 
Below white, greyish on forcneck and sides of head. Sexes alike. 

Summer (breeding). Above, darker and richer coloured, the feathers 
of back and scapulars vrith broad black centres. Head and neck wlutish 
streaked with browTi. Below, white; forcneck and sides of breast spotted with 
dark brown. 

Distinguished from Marsh Sandpiper by larger size; from Redshank by 
absence of white wirig-bar (in flight), olive-green v. red legs, and by thc 
slender bill being slightly upeurved. 

status, distribution and habitat. Winter visitor. All India, both 
Pakistam, Nepal, Ceylon, Andaman, Nicobar, and Maldivc Is. Affects 
river banks and mudspits, margins of puddles, tanks and jheels, as well as 
tidal creeks, mudflats, coastal lagoons and salt pans 
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Extralimital. Breeds in N. Europe south to Leningrad, and 

across N. Asia to Kamchatka south to about 55®N. Winters in thc Mediter- 
ranean countries, Africa and east\vard through SE. Asia to Australia and 
New Zealand. 

incRATioN. Like most waders arrives in thc second half of August and is 
mostly gone by end April or early May. A few non-breeding birds stay behind 
all thc year. By mid March moult into summer dress begins; by mid April 
most birds have acquired considerable migration fat. A bird ringed in Bharat- 
pur (Rajasthan) 24. x. 1966 recovered in Arkhangelsk region, near Vozhgora, 
USSR, 64“35'N., 48=25'E. on 10.vi.l968 — c. 4800 km. NNW. 

general habits. Mostly met with as a solita^ bird or in small parties 
of 3 to 5; rarely in flocks of n?orc than 15 or 20 except when migrating. 
Frequently associated with Redshanks. Often wades in watcr-up to the belly 
and feeds ^v^th head and neck fully submerged. Has frequently been observed 
feeding in quite shallow water wath neck stretched out in front and merely 
the bill immersed, the bird moving forward at a run, as if pushing a Ja^vn- 
mower — not zigzagging or sweeping from side to side. Cf. 395. 

When alarmed or suspicious, bobs or ‘ pumps * head violently up and do>vn 
and also tail end of body. 

FOOD. Molluscs, crustaceans, .insects, worms and tadpoles. A frog 
recorded in thc crop of a spedmen, seemingly far too big for thc narrow 
bill and gullet. 

VOICE and calls. In winter only a shrill piping tiwee-liwee'tiivee or 
tiU’tiu~tiu when Jlushed and going off; very similar to, and easily confused 
with, calls of the Redshank but somewhat lower in pitch. In breeding season 
lias a remarkably beautiful continuous song delivered while the singer is 
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flying in svide circles at top speed high up above thc nesting ground (D. 
Ncthcrsolc-Thompson). 

breeding. Extralimital. In general similar to Redshank (394), 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumage sec Baker, loc, cit,; for details 
of plumage phases and morphology (also bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4 : 335-40, 
measurements 

Tarsus Tail 

55-61 6^0 mm. 

(Witherby) 

Weight 15 ? (autumn/winter) 143-212 (av, 159) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill dark homy brown or greenbh brown, 
blacker at lip. Legs and feet yellowish green or olive-green. 

(For an admirable biography of the species sec D, Ncthcrsolc-Thompson, 1952, 
Tilt Gretnihenk. New Naturalist Monographs (M 5), Collins, London.) 


^Ving BiU 

o’d’ 184-194 50-56 

9 9 184-200 53-59 

(from feathers) 


397. Green Sandpiper. Tringa ochropus Linnaeus 

Tringa Ochropus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, 1:,I49 (in Europa = Sweden) 
[Name emended to ochropusl 
Baker, FBI No. 2143, Vol. 6: 215 
Plate 43, fig. 6 and Plate 44, fig. 8 


LOCAL NAMES, J^tlla vlonka (Tclugu); Kota kokku (Malayalam), Timbld (Marathi 
— all sandpipers) ; Leeli tutceri (Giyaraii). 

SIZE. Grey Quail ; length c. 24 cm. (9J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd sandpiper. 

Winter (non-breeding). Above. Head and neck ashy brown; rest of 
upperparts dark brown glossed with bronze-green. Rump and tail more 
or less pure white, thc latter faintly barred with blackish. Below, white, 
finely streaked with brown on throat, breast, and flanks. Sexes alike. 

In flight thc very dark upperparts 
contrasting sharply with thc while 
rump, tail and lower plumage, no 
wing-bars, and blackish underside of 
wings arc pointers So its identity, 
confirmed by its shrill flushing notes 
(sec under Voice). 

Summer (breeding). Above, 
crown and hindncck with white 
edges to thc fcallicrs; sides of face 
boldly streaked with brown, Upper- 
, , parts lightly spotted with whitbh. 

e j. , town streaks on forcneck and upper breast very broad and distinct, 
oung (mimaturc) has upperparts narrowly scalloped with bronze. 
lAil narro^sly birred, and wiih a broader lerminil band. 
tTATvt, otsTOiBCTiON and JiAurr.VT. Winter viriior. All India (including 
and Manipur), both Palrinam, Nepal, SiHi.ii, Bhutan. Ceylon, 
Andaman Ii., Nicobars (?). Afrecia jhceli, rillagc lanhi, puddles, streams 



Half liU, X 1 
T. fUreeta 7*. , 


cAivf^u 


and trickles, in the plains and peninsular hills to at least 23(X) m. (Nilgiris). 
Also tidal creeks, lagoons and salt pans. 



Breeding range \V»ntcr 



Extralimital. Breeds in northern Europe and Asia, north to thc Arctic 
Circle (locally to c. 68®N,), soulli to Transcaspia, Turkestan, NW. Mongolia 
and thc Amur river. (For details sec Vauric, 1965, 2: 414.) Winters in the 
British Isles, Mediterranean region, Africa south to Angola and Kenya, and 
soull»crn Asia, Hainan, Taiwan and thc Philippines. Burma, Borneo (Smythics). 

MIGRATION. Abundant on passage at Kohat and through Kurram V.illey 
(NW. Pakistan) from end August till November, and again In April-May 
(Whitehead, 1909, Ibis: 275). Earliest arrivals in Sind end July; more in 
August and September when many pass through Lower Sind. Return 
passage early April; most gone by end of that month ‘noticeably earlier 
than most other species ’ (Ticehurst, 1924, Ibis : 122-3). 

Gilgit : Ver>' common in migration mid August to end September, and 
again beginning of April to mid May (Scully, 1882, SF 10: 141). Nepal 
Valley: earliest dale 17 August, latest dale 17 April. Large numbers on 
passage. On 16 September during afternoon over 20 parties obscrs’cd, mostly 
of 3 birds each, all calling and flying steadily in same direction; on 21 
September again nuraljcrs flying past (Desiree Proud, 1949,JBNHS 48: 718). 
Gujarat: Earliest 13 August latest 17 April (SA). Bombay environs: Earliest 
5 August, latest 9 May. Cc)'Ion: Arrives end August and September, leaves 
low'ardi end April and In May (Phillips, 1952, Checklist: 38). Odd non- 
breeding birds slay behind throughout the year. 

A bin! ringed in the enrirons of Kaz.in, U.S.S.R. (f. 56*N., 49'E,), 
presumably on its hrectlmg grotinds, in June 1929 was recovered in 
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September 1933 in Kottayam district, Kerala (c. 9®N., 7S®E.) — a straight- 
line map distance of e. 5600 km. (e. 3500 miles), 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical of the sandpipers, but is less gr^arious than 
most species. Keeps singly or in twos and threes, and seldom in voluntary 
association wth other species; small flocks of usually not more than 15 or 
20 even on migration. Runs about and feeds at edge of water, sometimes 
wading into the shallows, probing into the soft mud with its bill. When 
perturbed, bobs violently up and down before taking wing, this almost 
invariably accompanied by the distinctive flushing notes. 

POOD. Molluscs, crustaceans, aquatic insects, worms. Mosquito larvae 
(Husain & Bhalla). 

VOICE and calls. A shrill piping li-tui or Iwee-lwee^twee as it flushes and 
is flying off. A beautiful nuptial song in the brcecHng season. 

BREEDmo. Extralimital and peculiar. As a rule lays its 3 or 4 eggs in the 
deserted nests of thrushes and other birds fairly high up in trees; only rarely 
on the groimd like most other sandpipers, c.g. Redshank. 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.; for details 
of plumages and morphology (also bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4: 310-14. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(f 136-148 33-35 32-34 52-61 mm. 

9 9 142-153 33-36 — — 

(from feathers) — (Witherby) 

Weight 20 5 9 (autumn/wintcr) 59-87 (av. 74*5) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill dull greenish, black at tip. Legs and 
feet dull greenish brown or olive-grecn. 
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In flight sepia-brown upperparts, with conspicuous white rump, bailed 
brown-and-whitc tail, and no wing-bar, together with characteristic flushing 
notes arc dia^ostic dues. 

Summer (breeding). Plumage much brighter; markings above and 
below better defined ^ving a distinctly spotted appearance. 

_^ATUS, DISTRIBUTTON and HABITAT. WintcT visitor. Common and 
wdespread: all India (induding Assam and liiampuT)^ both Pakistans, 
Nepal, Ceylon, Andaman, (Nicobar ?) and Maldivc islands. Affects squdchy 
margins of jhecls, wet paddyficlds, seepage marshes round irrigation tanks — 
chiefly lowlands but also up to at least 2000 m. altitude. Also mudflats 
along tidal creeks on the seaboard. 

Exiralimital. Breeds in N. Europe and N. Asia cast to the Amur river, 
Kamchatka and northern Kurile islands. (For details see Vaun'e, 1965, 
2: 415.) Winters throughout Africa, and SE. Asia; Japan, Philippines, 
Malay Archipelago to Australia. 

^IHORATION. Begins to arrive in the northern districts in early August; 
lair numbers in by end August or early September. Spring (outward) 
passage end March and April, trickling on till mid May. The same in 
Ceylon. Apparently oversummering of this spedes in India unusual and 
unrecorded. Among the extralimital recoveries (to January 1968) of Spotted 
Sandpipers ringed in India, the following arc suggestive of the general 
provenance of our wintering populations. 


Ringed at on 

Manjhaul, Monghyr 17.iii.64 

district, N. Bihar 
{c. 25‘‘N., 86'>E.) 


Recovered at on 

Nuya, Mukhtuya dist., 16.V.64 

Yakutian, U.S.S.R. 

(r.60°30'N., lie^IOT.) 


398. Wood or Spotted Sandpiper. Tringa glareola Linnaeus 
Tringa Clereola Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat, cd. 10, I: 149 (in Europa = Sweden) 
Baker, FBI No. 2146. Vol. 6: 219 
Plate 43, fig. 5 and Plate 44, fig. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. ChupKo, Chohoho, Titvari (Hindi); Salu hdtan (Bengal); Chinna 
vUmka (Tclugu) ; Kata kokku (Malayalam) ; Silt waUnvd (Sinhala) ; Kottdn , Vdya ulldn 
(Tamil). ' 

SIZE. Grey Quail ±; length c. 21 cm. (8J in.). 

FIELD CHARACrrERS. ' A Small snipe-like, rather 'gregziious wader. 

^ Winter (non-breeding). Above, greyish b^o^vn and sepia-brown indis- 
tinctly spotted and marked with white. A whitish supcrcilium. Lower 



X r. I 


back, rump and tail white, the last barred with blackish. BehWf breast pale 
dusky; rest of underparts white. Sexes alike. 


do. 4.xii.64 

Salt Lakes, near Cal- 26.ui.6S 

cutU (e. 22®35'N., 

BQ^2VE.) 

do; 2.iv.65 

Bharatpur, Rajasthan 9.X.65 

(e.27®I3'N., 77‘’32'E.) 


30 km. S. of Yakutsk, 25.V.65 
Yakutian, U.S.S.R. (r. 

62“N., 129'’40'E.) 

Srednyaya, Olekma 25.V.65 

Timgiro-Olekminsk 

dist., Chita region, ' 

U.S.S.R. (e. SSMSTl., 

I20‘>E.) 

Almaznyi, near Mir- 25.V.65 

nyi, Yakutian. U.S.S.R. 
(c.62“30'N., US^SO'E.) 

Near Ushakovo, Tyumen 5.V.67 
region, U.S.S.R. (57M9'N., 

68*4'E.) 


All the above recovered at straight-line map distances of between 4500 
and 5209 km. 


Since then, many more recoveries of Spotted Sandpipers ringed in Bhara^ur, 
Bihar and Bengal have been report^ from the same general area in NE. 
Siberia. The most noteworthy of these is of one ringed near Calcutta on 6.iv. 
1967 and recovered 48 days later (on 24.V.I967) near Susuman (68®48'N., 
148®12'E.) in the Magadan Region of the USSR — at a map distance ofe. 
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Trlngo glareola 



recovery date presumably the bird was on its breeding 

habits. -More gregarious than most sandpipers, c.g. Green 
v^mmon. Oftener seen in flocks of 20 to 30 birds, and much larger ones 
on nugration. Occasionally also solitary or in small parties. When feeding, 
nictimcs wades into water up to the belly giving the impression ofs^v^m- 
and probes the bottom mud with head and neck completely immersed, 
j ^ newly arrived on migration, and again just prior to departure late 
n' rivalry apparent. One bird suddenly rushes at a 

^caps at him with open wings as if to strike svith imaginary 
th * Usually ducking to avoid the onslaught. In one ease observed, 

attacker leapt viciously on the head and neck of his adversary and pinned 
the water in a seemingly deliberate attempt to droivn Hm. 
f ^ 'vounded and trying to evade capture has been seen to dive for a 
sewnds qmte * professionally *. Its predilection for snipe marshes and 
mingly snipe-like flight-silhouette sometimes bring it to grief at the 

hands of tyro snipc^ooters. 

food. Tiny molluscs, crustaceans, insects, worms. * Small fish about 
(SA). 

f CAiis. A sharp quick-repeated cAip, chip, dap, etc. (at 

per second) from the groiTnd, usually by individual birds, not 
ogcihcr. A shrill pee^ee~pee by scv’cral birds in disorderly chorus as a flock 
^ cs and flics away. The latter call * similar to that of Green Sandpiper 
hiore metallic * (A. E. Jones). 

Extralimital. In general like Redshank and other sandpipers. 
^Hialc docs most of the active courting (Malcolm Macdonald, 1947, 


The Birds of Brewery Creek, p. 141). This is probably true of many other 
sandpipers as well, and correlated with the larger size of their females. 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. ciu; for details 
of plumages and morphology (also bionomics), Witherby, 1941, 4: 305-9. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

120-128 25-29 34-38 44-52 mm. 

9 9 125-130- 25-31 — — 

. (Witherby) 

Weight 50 (f 9 (autumn and winter) 36-66 gm. (aver. 52*8) — SA 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill blackish broivn, olive at base. Legs 
and fret pa/c sage-green or olive-green; claws brown, 

399. Spotted Greenshank or Armstrong’s Sandpiper. Tringa guUifer 
(Nordmann) 

Totsmu guttifer Nordmann, 1835, in £rman*s Reisc, Naturh. Atlas: 17 (Okhottk) 
Baker, FBI No. 2151, Vol. 6: 226 
Plate 43, fig. 4 


LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SIZE, Grey Partridge slightly smaller than Greenshank. Length 
c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. DlificuU to distinguish from Greenshank (396) 
especially as it occurs mingled with it and with Redshanks and liable to be 
overlooked. Wing like Greenshank’s — without white bar, stouter bill 
(also slightly upeurved) noticeably longer than tarsus, and yellow legs, arc 
points to look for. 

Winter (non-breeding). Above, forehead, supcrcilium, and sides of 
head white. Sides of face, and hindneck, streaked with brown. Rcst.of upper- 
parts ashy brown. Lower back and rump white, faintly barred svith brown 
on upper tail-coverts. Tail ashy and white. Primaries black. Below, white. 

Summer (breeding). Above, blackish brown with a lew white spots on 
scapulars. Below, scatteird dark spots on foreneck and breast. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Rare winter visitor to Attain and 
East Pakistan. Possibly overlooked and may be actually less rare than 
apparenL Affects grassy meadows near streams, sand- and mudflats in the 
larger rivers and near the sca. 

Extralimital. Breeds on Sakhalin Island and probably in E. Siberia. 
Winters in Ussuriland, Japan, Korea, Malaya, Burma. (For details see 
Vauric, 1965, 2 : 414.) 

MIGRATION', No data, 

. GENERAL HABITS. Vciy Htilc spccifically known; apparently similar to 
Greenshank (396). 

FOOD. Stomachs of Indian-shot specimens contained small mudfish, 
Crustacea, mollusca and insect larw'ac (Baker). 

VOICE and calls. * A sharp whistling note as thc>' rose * (Baker). 

pREEDiN'o. Extralimital and little known. 

Museum Diagnosis. Bill sUghily upcurvxd as in Greemhank but sloutcr and 
appreciably longer ilian tarsuL Web between 2nd and 3rd toes well developed as in 
Redshank. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL 
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lOASVUUEKn 

\Vuig Bill TanuJ TaD 

■ !!? ,o, \ 50-57 4^1 62-67 mm. 

9 9 174-181 « 

(from feathcw) (BaVer) 

Tanva 41-42 mm.; middle toe with claw 35 mm. (Haxtcrl). 

cotouRS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BUI dusky; yellow near base, black 
at tip. Legs and feet dull ochrcous yellow or greenbb ochreous (Armstrong). 

400. Terek Sandpiper or Avocet-Sandplper# Tringa tertk {I>atham) 
Scol^pax cinerta Giildenstldt, 1774, Novi Comm- Sci. Petropol. 19: 437, pi. 19, pre- 
occupied in genus Tringa by Tringa Quetta Brunnich, 1 764 (Shores .of the Caspian 
Sea about the mouth of the Terek river) 

Scetopax Urtk Latham, 1790, Index Om, 2 : 724, new name for Seelt^tax cinnea 
Baker, FBI No. 2I4Ij Vol. 6: 2J2 
Plate 43. fig. 7 and Plate 44, fig. 14 
xx>CAL HAKES. Nooe recorded. 

SIZE. Grey Quail *f» length c. 24 cm. (9J in.). 

nzu) CHARACTERS. Unmistakable by its long, slender upcur\'ed bill 
and rather short orange-ycUow legs. In flight pale ashy brown rump and 
white trailing edge of dark \vings conspicuous. 

Winter (non-breeding). Above, greyish brown with conspicuous white 
forehead and supcrcilia. Below, white. Sexes alike, _ 

Summer (breeding). Above, with bold black streaks on mantle forming 
a prominent V-shaped mark (scapulars). Below, sides of head and neck, 
and breast, distinctly striated with brown. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor to the entire seaboard 
from W. Pakistan (Makran, Sind) and ^vcstc^n India from Kutch and 
Saurashtra south to the tip of the Peninsula and up the east coast to W. 
Bengal and East Pakistan; Ceylon (northwest coasts); Andaman Is. Affects 
the seashore, mangrove swamps, tidal creeks and mudflats, and coastal 
lagoons. Rarely at inland fresh water and that chiefly on migration and near 
the scacoast, but ascends the laiger rivers in the Sunderbans, Bangladesh. 

Extralimital. Breeds in N. Russia to Siberia (north locally to lat. c. 70®N.) 
cast to Kolyma river, south from southern Urals to Lake Baikal and beyond. 
(For details see Vaurie, 1965, 2: 418-19.) Winters in E. Africa, Madagascar, 
Mauritius, India, Burma, Malay Archipelago, Australia, and Tasmania. 

sriORATioN. No ringing data. Like many other waders begins to arrive 
on the Makran, Sind, Kutch and Saurashtra coasts in early August. Is 
fairly spread out by September south to Ceylon and cast to Orissa. (Chitta- 
gong ?). Birds in April in partial summer plumage and very fat; exodus 
well advanced by dhd April; nearly all gone by mid May, but staybacks com- 
monly observed June-August (Pt Calimere), Apparently migrates mainly 
along the littoral. Once taken on autumn passage in Bharatpur and once 
observed in Delhi (JBNHS 65:781-2) j otherwise not reported from far inland 
in India or Pakistan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in parties and small flocks of up to 10 or 15 
birds running about actively and feeding on the seashore beuveen the tide- 
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marks or on the mudbanks of tidal creeks, scattered amongst dunlins, sand 
plovers and other maritime waden. IVhcn feeding probes wdth its bill deep 
into the squclchy ooze almost to the eyes so that the base of the lower roan, 
diblc and chin usually become bare of feathers due to the constant attrition. 
Often a morsel is shaken in water and carefully washed before being s^val. 
lowed. At high water the birds bunch up on a raised sandspit or rock on the 
seashore resting on one leg, or settle on the bushes in mangrove sw'amps unifl 
riic ^eding tide exposes the feeding ground. ^Vhcthcr the peculiar upturned 
shape of the bill has any special adaptive sigmflcancc remains to be studied. 

FOOD. Tiny molluscs, crustaceans and insects. 

VOICE and caixs. In wanter only a subdued twittering or trilling especial- 
ly as a flock rises. ' 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Season late May and June. Jiesl a grass-lined 
depression in ground moss in willow scrub. Eggs, 4, very like those of Marsh 
Sandpiper (395), yellowish grey or buff blotched Mth sepia. 

Museuu Diacnosq. Bill slender, upeurved, nearly hvice as long as tarsus. Both 
m&ndibles grooved. Nostril in upper groove close to base of bill. Hind (oe and claw 
well developed; anterior toes webbed; middle claw dilated but not pectinated. 
Wing pointed: 1st primary (as.) longest; second nearly as long. For description of 
.plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

MRASURZtiENTS 

Wing Bill ‘ Tarsus Tail 

126-141 43-49 25-28 47-56 rom. 

9 9 127-140 44-52 — — 

(from fcaUiers) (Wilherby) 

Weight 17 (J 9 (Junc-Aug., staybacks) 45-65 (av. 53) gm.; 20 d ? (winter) 50-72 
(av.58'l)gm. — BNHS. ' 
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COLOURS or Bare par-w. Iris brown. Bill black or dark brown, yellowish or 
orangy at base. L^ and feet dull yellow to bright orange-yellow. 


401. Cozsunon Sandpiper. Tringa hjpoleucos Lannacus 

Tringa hjfoleueos Linnaeus, 1758, Syat, Nat, cd. 10, 1 : 149 (in Europa = Sweden) 
Baker, FBI No. 2145, Vol, 6; 217 
Plate 43, fig. 9 and Plate 44, fig. 13 
LOCAL NAMES. PolU vloiika (Tclugu); Kcttdn (Tamil); SQi watmed (Sinhala) 
Bterkdta (Malayalain); Samara tutveri (Gujarati); FinJon (Maidive Is,). 

SIZE. Grc>' Quail; length e, 21 cm. (8 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A small-sizcd Sandpiper with a vertical while strip< 
bctw'ccn wing-shoulder and dusky breast-band. A narrow white wing-bar 
conspicuous in the peculiar rapid, stiffly vibrating jerky flight low ovei 
water, and the shrill piping tee-Ue-tee are diagnostic pointers. 

Winter (non-breeding). Above, sid'es of head and neck ashy browr 
streaked darker. A broad pale rather indistinct supcrcilium. Uppcrparl 
ol^vc-bro^vIl. Rump and tail bro\vn wit 
only the outer tail-feathers white. Behi 
white >vith a broad diffuse dusky ban 
across breast. Sexes alike. 

Summer (breeding). Above, darker 
less olive, with broader dark shaft-stripe 
and cross-barring. Below, forcncck am 
breast boldly striated with brown. 

status, DISTRIBUTION and HAnlTA^ 
Breeds in Kaslimir, LadaJdi and GarhwJ 
to at least 3200 m. altitude, perhap 

•''gho'- Possibly also in N. Baluchistan 

(>ncluding Assam, NEFA, Nagaland, Manipur) 
tolh Pakistans, Nepal, Sildum, Cej-Ion, Andaman, Nicobar, Maldivc an( 
^radivc Is. Up to f. 2100 m. (Nil^ris). Affects inland waters — stream! 
tanks, dilchcs, puddles — as well as rocky seashores, harbours and docki 
coastal lagoons, tidal creckrand mangroves. 

Bctralimlal. Breeds throughout Europe and Asia south of the tundra 
reuth to N. Spmn, N. Italy, S. Russia.lran, Mongolia, Manchuria, Japan 
Winters in Afnca, India, Ceylon, SE. Asia north to S. China, Taiwan, th. 
Plulippmcs, Malay Archipelago to Australia, 

^ nng'os data- Apparently migrates along the coast. Ver 
migration in India, but sec aho\-e. Once of; 
^k at a p^l of fresh water in the desert a couple of miles inland from th 

mMdt!? j*"' Arrives near Karachi betwre. 

imddlc and end August. Leaves hue in the season; a few Bocks stiU presen 

!nPi 1”) and at end Jun, 

erx^RAL HAnm. Usually keeps solitary or in scattered twos and three 
running about at the water’s edge, picking up titbits cast up by the wavelet 



Tringa hypalevcos 



IKM Palaearclic breeding range ESI Winter 


and ripples; wags its tail end incessantly and jerks its head, or bobs, vehe- 
mently from lime to time, particularly when agitated. Hardly ever collects 
in flocks, but numbers (40-50 or more) sometimes bunch up togcllicr on 
rocks on the seashore at fflgh tide while waiting for the ebb to resume feeding. 
The way a bird follows a receding wave to pick up any moneb it m&y 
expose, and hastily withdraws to avoid being engulfed by the oncoming 
next, is amusing to svalch. In keeping with the harder ground it nonnally 
frequents, does not probe into the mud for food but picks it up from ll^ 
surface, like the Grey Wagtail with which it is very. commonly assodalcd 
on inland streams and trickles. The jerky * ribrating * flight (sec Field 
Characten) is typical. "When wounded has been observed to dive and svrim 
hither and thither with quick wing-strokes two feet below the surface, diring 
again immediately on rising to the (op (Butler, JBNHS 13; 148). 

Much rivalry for feeding territories noticeable among first arrivab. Two 
birds will run parallel to each other casting malidoos sidelong glances. 
One will abruptly spring at hb rival, the assailed one drooping hb wing on 
that side and screwing round hb expanded (ail in anticipation, and as if to 
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ward off the attack. These assaults, repeated in turn by cither belligerent, 
are mostly formaUzed and innocuous, 

FOOD. ’liny molluscs, crustaceans, and insects. 

VOICE and calls, A characteristic shrill Pushing note Ue-Ue^Ue* A pretty, 
long-drawn trilling or piping nuptial song mfueit, wkeeitj or kiti-whe/Jl, 
Hii-wkseit repealed several times. This is frequently heard when the bird is 
resting and completely at its ease, just prior to emigration and also till 
shortly after return to winter quarters. It is delivered from the ground, from 
a rock or mangrove bush, or during the male's elaborate aerial courtship 
display. The latter consists of flying around in circles at top speed above the 
nesting area, the bird often soaring to a considerable height and descending 
on quivering wings. 

BREEDiNO, S^asen in Kashmir, Ladakh, Garhwal, etc. principally May- 
June. AVrt, a hollow in the ground lined with dead leaves and dry grass 
under the concealing shelter of a bush or boulder. Placed on a tamarisk- 
or other scrub-covered shingle islet amid a rushing Himalayan stream. 

4-, rather glossy pyriform ovals, creamy buff, blotched and speckled 
with reddish bro^vn, and with phantom maria of lavender or pinkish grey. 
Average size of 120 Indian-t^en eggs 35*6x26‘2 mm. (Baker). Both 
sexes take part in incubation and tending the young. Period 22-23 days; 
longer than in domestic hcnl Eggs disproportionately large and heavy 
for size of bird. According to Heinroth combined weight of full clutch 
(4 eggs), laid at 24-hour intcn.'als, is 4&-52 -f- gm., exceeding the normal 
weight of the layer. 

Moszuu Diagkoss. For description of plumage (including chick in down) ace 
Baker, loc. cit.; for details of plumage phases and rnoiphology (also hionomica), 
Witherby, 1&40, 4: 297-302. 

UZASimZUEKTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

106-114' 23-25 22-24 50-59 mm. 

9 9 111-119 24-26 — - _ 

(from feathers) (Witherby) 

^Vdght 8 <J $ (autumn/winter) 38-50 (av. 44) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS OF BARz PASUR. Iris dark brown. BUI homy brown, greyer or 
at base of lower mandible; mouth pale french grey. Legs and feet greenish grey or 
greyish sage-green; claws dusky. 

Genus Arekarxa Brisson 

Arenaria Brisson, 1760, Om. 1 : 48; 5: 132. T^pe, by tauton^'my, 

Ar/naia Brismn *= Ttinge hinpres Linnaeus 

Bill distincrivc, conical and pointed with the cuUnen nearly straight and lower 
mandible inclined upward. Nostril linear, situated in a groove which extends nearly 
half way down upper mandible from base. ^Ving long and pointed: first primary 
(as.) longest. Tarsus short, reticulated behind, scutellated in front. Hind toe wdl 
developed. No web between the anterior toes. 

Genus Hoburede, the Balaearctic race of one sperio migratory to India. 
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402. Tnmstone* Arenaria irderpres irderpres (Lonnaeus) 

Tringa Inierprts lismaeus, 1758, S^at. Nab, cd. 10, 1 148 
(Europe and North America =* Gotland, Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 2101, VoL 6: 154 
Plate 43, fig. 8 and Plate 44, fig. 6 

UtoAL KAUES. Tirckkata (Malayalam); Rala£r (Maldh’cs); Ol^ja (Sinhala); 
JCcttn (Tamil). 

KtzE. Grey Quail ±; length c. 22 cm. (8J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd dark bro\sTi-and-whilc wader 

distinguished by its glistening white 
chin and throat, straight conical 
black bill and orange-red legs. Sexes 
alike. 

Winter (non-breeding). Akcre, 
dark brosvn and svhite. Iajwct back, 
rump, and tail-co\'crts white, the last 
vrith a dark brown cross-bar. Tail 
dark brown tipped wth whitish and 
srith the outermost pair of feathers 
white. Below, forcncck and sides of breast brown. Rest of underparts includ- 
ing chin and throat pure white. 

Summer (breeding). Above, head w'Htc streaked with black on crown. 
A black band from forehead to c>’c and to a black patch below eye. Rest 
of upperparts largely black and deep rufous. Below, forcncck and sides of 
breast, and a partial collar on sides of neck, black. Rest of underparts white. 

In flight the middling size, black-and-white plumage (with white back 
and dark pectoral band), pointed brings white wing-bar and white 

shoulder-patch, and bright-coloured legs, arc diagnostic pointers. . 

Birds in mottled black-and-white and chestnut intermediate plumage 
phases common. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter \Tsitor to the entire seaboard 
of India and both Pakislans, Ceylon, Andaman, Nicobar, Maldivc, and 
Laccadive islands. Affects rocky sea coasts; very rarely fresh waters. 

Exceptional vagrant inland; soUtarics or twos and llucts (on migration ?) 
recorded once each from Lucknow (U.P.), Patna (Bihar), Sambhar I.akc 
and Bharatpur (Rajasthan) and Manipur in the last 95 years. 

Exiralimital. Breeds on arctic coasts and tundras from Scandinavia 
castv\'ard across Siberia, locally to Alaska to c. lat. 76®N. Winters inter alia 
on the coasts of southern Aria — • India, Burma, Malay Peninsula and 
Archipelago. (For details sec Vaurie, 1965, 2: 391.) 

MiGRATios. No ringing data. Apparently migrates aldng the coast. Very 
few definite records of overland migration in India, but sec above. Once of a 
flock at a pool of fresh water in the desert a couple of miles inland from the 
coast near Karachi, apparently just arrived- Arrives near Karachi between 
middle and end August. l.eaves late in the season; a fav flocks stiU present 
between middle and end May (Ticehunt, 1924, /5u*. Ill) and at end June 
in Pt Cali mere. 

GENERAL HABITS. Predominantly maritime. Usually keep in small parties 
cither by themselves or dotted about among feeding sand plovers on the 
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rock)' beach. Runs actively in plovcr-likc spurts on the sand, shingle and 
sheet rock, tummg over algae or pokmg with its bill under stones and 
scashells at the tide s edge in search of food. Scuttles up the beach to avoid 
each incoming >s'ave, foUoAsing it closely as it recedes to seize any washed-up 
morsels, and withdrawing hurriedly again before the next one. 

the Lac c adives has been repeatedly observed swimming out buoj'antly 
^'c Phalarope) — in spite of completely unwebbed Icct — - to just beyond 
the breakers on the outside of the atolls, never in the still lagoons. The birds 
r^ off the Vi-atcr qmlc easily and scttlrf on the sea again after short flights 
(Hume, SF 4: 4^). IMiat they were after is not mentioned, but is worthy 
of investigation since it may represent an unrecorded method of feeding. 

fwo. Molluscs, crustaceans, sandhoppers, and marine worms. Sand 
emos (OpjJoiij) with carapace up to c. 5 cm. across recorded clsc^^'herc; 
also bemes ofScaevcla (Child, I960, Atoll Res. Bulk 74; 26). 

^•OICE and CALLS. The only note heard in its winter quarters is a metallic 
t%nttcr as a flock flushes. 

breeding. Ertralimital, Season, mid-May to July. Jfest, a grass-lined 
groimd hollow on Arctic islands. -Eggr, normally 4. 

Merreu DiAmrocs. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. dL; for dctaili 
cf plnmage pbasa and morphology (also Uonomia), Witherby, 1940, 4; 223-7. 
uzArffREuijm 

^'ms Bm Tsum TaB 

I47-1S7 20-24 23-26 c. 55-62 nun. 

VS 146-162 f. 21-25 

(from fraihoi) (WltBoby) 

6 ? (lutumi/w-intcr) 53-93 (av. 75) gm, — BNHS. 
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coLouas or bare barts. Iris brinvn. Bill blade. Legs and feet orange-red; daws 
blade. 

MBCSiiAi.-EOus. Longevity (from ringing data) 19 yeaia. Jlijig, 1962 
33: 149. 

Genus Liunodrouus \Vied 

liiWrmiRj Wed, 1833, Beitr. Naturg. BrasH, 4, Abib. 2: 716. Type, by monotypy, 
Swhpax aixincarji, Gmdin = Scvlcpwc gjisra Gmdin 
Pjtwfcjwfc^ai Blyth, 1859, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 28(1): 2B0. Type, by monotypy. 

Maermhamphm itmpdmabfi * Jerdon * =. Blyth 

ci: Rand, A. L., 1950, CbrJor 52; 228-31. 

Bill like snipe (Cc/ella). very long, straight and slender, swollen mwards the tip 
where it is pitted. Both mandibles grooved at the sides, upper mandible also above, 
towards tip. Nostrils near base, IV'mg long and pointed: first primary (as.) longest, 
2nd subequal. Tarsus shorter than bill, seutdlated in front retieulated behind. 
Hind toe wdl devdoped; anterior toes webbed near base, the web between outer 
and middle toe the larger. tSTnter plumage grej’-brown, summer plumage rufous 
u in Godwit (Lur-sia). 

The genus contains two spedes one of which is a rare migrant to India. 


403. Snipebllled Godvrlt or Asian Dovritcher. lirmolrmm stmbalmaiai 
(Blyth) 

Mumhmfhm imjalr-jOni 'Jsrdon • = Blyth, 1848, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 17(1). 
252 (Madras) 

AJioefdie-j Iccljc-jaaKa (rie) Voreaul, 1860, Rev, Ung. de ZooUMay.June; 206, 
pL 14 (Datiria) 

Baker. FBI No. 2140. VoL 6: 210 
Plate 39, fig. 12 and Plate 42, fig. 2 
LOCAL HAXZS. Noae recorded. 

SIZE. Grey Partridge -1-; length c. 34 crn. (I3J in.). 

HEU) CHARACTERS. A rare, lige-sized wader similar to (aodwit but with 
a conspicuously slenderer, longer bill, somewhat swollen towards tip. 

Winter (non-breeding). Ahm, forehead and lores dark brown; a 
broad white superdlium; croivn and mantle dark greyish brown, back 
dark brown, both scalloped with whitisK Itmcr primaries and secondaiia 
fartjadly bordered with while. Rump and upper tail-covcrts white with 
irregular arrow-shaped brown bars. Rectrices barred brown and white, 
Rrfcm, sides of head, chin, throat, foreneck, and upper breast white streaked 
with pale brosvn forming wavy Vertical bands. Flanks and under tail^roverts 
irregularly spotted and barred with brown. Sexes alike. 

Summer (breeding). Aim, head, neck and uppeiparts bright rufous, 
die mande feathers with black centres. Brim, uniform rufous. 

status, DcrrRiBtrnoM and HAEtTAT. Rare vagrant (?). Has been obtained 
at long intervals since fint described by Jerdon from Madras in 1843, in 
W. Bengal (Calcutta), Assam (Dibrugarh, Shillong), Orissa (Qiiika lake) and 
Tamil Nadu (Ft Cali m ere), hlostly on the sea coast and muddy barVv of 
estuaries of laige rivers, but has alro been taken at r. 1500 m. in the Khasi 


Height 25 
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^ Genus Gallinaoo Brisson 

Gcllinago Bmsoo, 1760, Om. 5: 298-310. Type, b)' tauton)^)*, Snhpex icllboff) 
Linnaeus ^ 

Calihuigo Kocb, 1016, Syst. Baier. Zoo). 1; 312. Type, by fautOQ)7n)', GeUinip 
media Kocb ~ Sedopax gaUinego Linnaeto 
Ly mi 0a^tts Kaup, 1829, Skizz. Entw. Geseb. Eur. Thienv.: 118. Type, by mono- 
t>*py, Scolopax gaUtnula Linnaeus *= Scolopax minima Brunnich 
CepeUa Frenrel, 1601, Vfig. u, E>'cr Wttenberg: 58, Tyise, by monotypy, 
eoeUstis Fxcnzel es Seolepex galUrut^ Linnaeus 
Of. VVetmore, A., 1958, Ibis 100: 125-7. 

Bill as in ^Voodcoclc long, straight, slender, rather sob and swollen at tip, finely 
pitted and provided with sensory nerv'es, DifTcrs from the Woodcock genus 
in having a denser, harder plumage with a different colour pattern on the head and 
scapulars — longitudinal streaks instead of transverse ban on the former, and 
streaks instead of blotches on the latter. Lower part of tibia bare instead of feathered 
throughout. ^Ving longer in proportion and less rounded. Ta3 more or less fan'ihapcd 
but feathers varying in number from 14 or 16 in Common Snipe to 26 in Pintail, 
and in shape from short attenuated pins to normal re c tr i ce s with broad vanes. 

Contains a great number of species, many of which are cosmopolitan. Sesen 
species occur in India in ssinter. ' 
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Hills, Assam. Perhaps less rare than published records suggest, but uncritically 
overlooked among Godwits {lamosa). Thus recently (1966) found to be not 
imromrhon in winter on Chilkii lake, Orissa. 

Extralimital. Breeds in VI. Siberia in the valley of the Irtysh near Tara 
and in the Ob valley in the Barnaul region; m Transbaikalia (Arghun 
Valley) and in NW. and C. Mongolia. Complete breeding range not kno^vn. 
On migration and in printer to China, Japan, N. India, Burma, and the 
Indochinese countries. Borneo (Smythics). 

uiORATioN. No data. The specimens obtained near Shillong, c. 1500 
metres elevation, in early September and late April were presumably on 
passage. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS, Apparently similar to the 

Godwits (339, 391) but no precise data. 

BRP.EDJNC. Extralimital. Poorly known. 

Museuu Diaqnoso. Sec under genus; for details of plumage. Baker (oc. ciL 

MEASUaeUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 
f?c? 160-172 'V 

9 9 I63-I77 / 48-54 61-67 rom. 

(Baker) 

6^9 recently ringed at Chilka lake gave Wing (in flesh) 177-181 mm.; 
vrright 127-147 gra. (SA). 

ootouKj 07 BARE FABTS. Ifis dark bfown. BUI black, paler and plumbeous at 
base. Legs and feet dark plumbeous or brownish black. 


Key to the Species 

A Crown with no median pale band; tail-feathers pointed. . . .G. msttima 290 
B Crown >vith longitudinal stripes and median pale band; tail-feathen 

rounded ] 

1 Wing exceeding 150 mm.; borders of scapulars white, . , .G. soUteria 278 

Wing under 1 50 mm. ; borders of scapulars buff or rufous a 

a Distance betw'cen tip of shortest secondary and that of longest 

primary not exceeding 55 mm G. nmoriala 280 

Distance bctu'cen . tip of shortest secondary and that of longest 

primary exceeding 55 mm. I 

I Outer tail-feathcrsnarrowandstiffand under 7*5mm. broad a* 

Outer tail-feathen not narrow or stiff. b* 

a* Tail-feathers 26 in number, the eight outer on each side less 

than 5 mm. broad G.steraera 282 

Tail-feathers 20, the sue outer on each side less than 7*5 mm. 

broad C. megala 284 

b* Three outer patix of tail-fbithetx marked svifh dusky spots 

and ban G. geIJirtago 287 

Three outer pain of tail-feathers pure white . media 286 

404. Eastern Solitary Snipe, Gallinago soUtaria solitaria Hodgson 

CaIJieutgo solitaria Hodgson, 1831, Gleanings in Scicoce 3; 238 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 2169, Vol. 6: 257 
Plate 28, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Ban thahs (Hindi); Bh&tka (Nepal); Simpoo (Khasi); DaoSdap 
gophu (Cachar) ; Bonn kooha (Anamoe) ; Ouk laobi *= * calls ehrk 'j presumably 
for all snipe (Manipur). 
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SIZE. Grey Quail -f ; larger than Fantail Snipe. Length (including bill) 
€. 31 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A typical, conccolingly coloured marsh bird — 
variegated brown, black, rufous, fulvous, and white — with a straight 
slender bill about 7 cm. (3 in.) long. DKhcult to tell from other snipe (unless 
in the hand), but large size, paler coloration, solitary' habit, and mountain 
habitat suggestive. Sec Key and Museum Diagnosis. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Found in summer throughout the 
Himalayas, between c. 2800 and 4600 m. elevation. Nowhere common but 
probably breeding locally: Ladakh, Kashmir and through Himachal Pradesh, 
KumaoHj Garhwal, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan to extreme NE. Assam; descend- 
ing to lou'cr levels and foothills in winter. Recorded in winter as rare visitor 
or erratic vagrant in the Assam hills south ofBrahmaputra river, Manipur, 
northern W. Bengal, Banaras (U.P.), Chilka lake (Orissa)., An old record 


Gallinago solitaria 



2 G. s.japonha (RE). 


from Wynaad (Kcrala-Mj-sorc) is doubted by ^Vhistlc^. Recorded also in 
West Pakistan (north Baluchistan Hills — QuctLi etc., and Chitral) and 
E. Pakistan (Dinajpur, Rangpur, Chittagong Hill Tracts). Affects sprawling 
bo^y mountain streams, often half frozen, interspersed with spongy grass 
hummocks and rhododendron, bcrbcrls and sucli-Iikc scrub. Also wet 
icrub-bordcred paddy stubbles among the hills (Assam). 

Extralimital. * Breeds in central Asia at high elevations from Tarbagatai, 
the SajTin and Khangai Mtns, south to the Tian Shans and Himalayas, 
cast to Koko Nor and Upper Burma. Cljicfly resident but descending to 
lo.^er IotIs in winter * (Peters). 


uiORA'noN. No data. 

GENERAL HABITS. .Te r restrial ; solitary; swamp-dwelling, usually at 
high elevations in the Himalayas. Tsvo or tlucc widely separated individuals 
occasionally flushed on the same bog. Flight somewhat slower and heavier 
than Common Snipe’s but with the same zigzag twists and turns. Seldom 
flics far before resettling, even after being fired at. 

FOOD. Worms, grubs, minute snaib, etc, 

VOICE and calls. A characteristic scape or pench, uttered as the bird 
fiushm; very like the Common Snipe’s but deeper and harsher. No other 
calls recorded. ^ ^ 

BREEDING. Extralimital and curiously little known. No authentic record 
ofnest and eggs witliin our limits, but * doubtless breeds ’ in the Puga Valley 
in Rupshu (Ladakh) ridp Ludlow (JBNHS 27: 146). ^ 

Museum Diagnosis. Coloration paler than ttemorieola (405); bill appreciably 
longer and less stout Wing exceeds 150 mnt; outer edges of scapulars broadly white; 
middle upper tail-coverts unbarred pale oUve-brown- 

For description of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL 

MEASVUMZKTV 

Wing Bill 

(fiom fathen) 

(Jt9 153-169 67-77 

Depth ofbni at base 8-9 nun. 

Weight 5-8 cz. (e. 142-227 gm.) — Hume. 

colours 07 BASE PARTI. Iris btown. BOl olive-brown, blackish on Icnninil 
third of upper mandible and half of lower. Legs and feet olive; davn horny browD- 

405. Wood Snipe, Gallinago nmoricola Hodgson 
Gallinago nmoricola * Ej.’ «» Hodgson, 1836, Ptoc. ZooL Soc. London: 8 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 2168, VoL 6: 255 

LOCAL NAMES. Ch&HS (Hindi, for all snipe); Bin cWW (Bengal); Kitta oBSa 
(Tamil — Madurai), 

wzE. Grey Quail •}-; length (including bill) c. 31 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. AbovCf dark brown, conccalingly patterned with 
black, rufous, and buff streaks. Behw^ breast fulvous barred with brown; 
rest of undeiparts, including abdomen, white closely barred with brown. 
Sexes alike. 

Can usually be distinguished from the commoner Pintail and Fantail 
snipes (406, 409) by larger size, much darker coloration and comparali'Tly 
slow flight with bill pointing downwards; also by its more wooded and hilly 
habitat 

fTATin, DBTRiBimoN and habitat. • Throughout the Himalayas from 
Dalhousic in Himachal Pradesh (c. 76*E.) cast through Nepal, Sikkim, 
and Bhutan to extreme NE, Assam. Rare west of Indus river: once at Mardan 
in Peshawar district, r. 72'^E. (Barton, JBNHS 14: 606), In summer between 
c. 1300 and 37(X) metres and possibly higher. A specimen taken in SE. Tibet 
on September I at c. 4300 m, (^dlow, 1944, Ibis: 387). Below c, 1200 ru- 
in the Himalayas status uncertain; may be resident in parts. 


Tarsus Tail 

c. 28-38 55-63 mm. 

(Baker) 
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In vrinter at lower elevadons in the Himalayas, and N-isitor to the 
painsular and south Indian hill ranges: recorded in northern W. Bengal, 
Manipur, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra, Maharashtra, M^-sorc, Mad^, 
and Kerala; apparently occurring regularly in small numbers. Rare ^ag^ant 
in Ccylom Doubtless also occurs in Chittagong Hill Tracts, E. Pakistan. 
Affects swampy patches, pools and puddles amidst tall grass and scrub in 
hilly country — cover too thick for Common Snipe. 

Extrelhratcl. Eastward through Burma to the southern Shan States. 

KioaATiON. No data. 

OZKSKAL HABITS. An essentially montane* species. Keeps singly, but 
two or three not infrequently flushed dose to one another in swampy patches 
under waist*high grass and scrub. Flight slow and wavering, reminiscent 
of both Painted Snipe and \Voodcock — well described as ‘owlish* or 
‘ bat'like * — also lilce the latter with bill pointing downwards. Flops 
into cover again like a rail after fifty or a hundred metres. Far easier 
shooting than Kntail or Fan tail Snipe, but its smaller numbers, insularly 
scattered over far-flung podeets of appropriate habitat, makes siacablc bags 
impossible. ^ 

FOOD. Worms, small aquatic insects'aud grubs. Tiny hard black seeds, 
probably accidentally taken, and gra\'cl have been fotmd in stomachs 
(Hume & Marshall). 

volts and calls. Often flushes silcnily; occasionally with a low croaldng 
note like fck~tck. This together with the other fidd characters (above) should 
hdp to establish its identity. 

SRXEDCfo. Straagdy enough no first-hand authentic record of nat 
and eggs available. Baker’s Khasi collector brought him a single egg 
with skin of a female snared on the nest. They were taken on 11 June^ 
1903 in pine forest between -1700 and 1850 metres altitude. The is 
described as very like Common Srupe’s but more grey-brown m tint. No 
further infonnadon in (he last 60 odd years 1 

Museum Diagnosis. The barring on the underparts extending dowsi to abdomen 
together with its general dusHness givo the bird a * vroodcocky * appearance. Dis- 
tingiashed (hsm Woodcodc by the longitudinal stripca on head {csrjra bold transverse 
ban) and attenuated outer ta3-fcaihcrs. Buff borders to scapulars and large size 
diffcrcntialc it from Pintail and other snipes with attenuated outer rcctricea. For 
details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

KSASUuoccrm 

Wing Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

^9 I3S-141 61-67 f. 30-36 63-74 ram. 

Depth ofbin at base c. 12-13 mm. 

(Baker) 

\Vdght t. 5-7 02 , (c. 142-199 gm.) — \’arious authors. 

C01X3URS or BAsi£ PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill homy brown tinged g re e n, darker 
at tip, yellowish on basal two-thirds of low cr mandible. Legs and feel dark plumbeous 
green- 

* The Fauna grvea the date as 16 June. 
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paddyficlds with puddles here and there, scrub-dotted grazing grounds, 
and CN’cn lantana<ovcrcd fallows. 

Extralimital. ‘ Breeds in E. Siberia west to the Ycniscy, north to c. lat. 67*, 
south to E. Turkestan (?), N. Tibet, the upper Hoang-ho, Amurland, and 
Sakhalin. Wnters in India, [Burma], Indochinese countries, S. China, 
Hainan, Formosa, the Greater Sunda Is., and Timor* (Peters). 

KicRATiOK. No lining data. First birds of the season normally begin 
to arrive about end August or early September, not only in the north (Assam, 
Bengal, Sind) but simultaneously also elsewhere In tl\c Peninsula to the 
south, and in the Andamans and Ceylon. The majority have departed again 
by early April, a few lingering on into May. ArTi\‘al in different JexaUties 
depends on phcnological condidons, extralimital as well as local, subject to 
\’ariation from ^*ear to year. Therefore the map of approximate dates of 
arri\*al given by Baker, 1921 {Garni Birds of India, Barma end O^lon 2t 97) 
must be taken only as diagrammatic. 

OEhXRAL HABJTS. Usually flushed singly; also in w-isps of 3 and 4 in 
patches where food is plentiful, and in larger wisps, even flocks, early in the 
season when the birds have just arrived, and again preparator)' to emigra- 
tion. Can seldom be spotted as it crouches on the ground due to its astonish- 
ingly obliterative coloradon. ^^'hen disturbed rises abruptly, often from 
almost under foot, uttering the harsh characteristic note — scepo or psnek — - 
and goes off at a tremendous pace in a scries of angular zigzags. It is 
this lightiung zigzag flight that provides the clement of sport to snipe shoot- 
ing, and disappointing bags to mediocre shots ! Feeds in the squelchy mud, 
chiefly in the morning and c\*erung and through the night. Is less active 
during the heat of the day, retiring into shade under grass tussocks or bushes 
bordering its feeding marsh — sometimes among thi^ets on higher grormd 
w^ away. Very active on cool -windy da>^. On such will often flush -while 
still out of gunshot, mount high in the air and circle widely oxihcad flying 
at great speed with its peculiar angular rolling mo\*cmcnts, calling from time 
to time, and soon drop or shoot down to earth ^ain close to where it rose. 
Like all snipes, feeds by probing with its slender bill into soft mud. Under- 
ground pvty located by means of the sensitized flexible tip which opens 
like forceps to seize the quarry. 

POOD. Chiefly worms, lar^-ac and tiny molluscs. 

VOICE and CALLS. A harsh nasal steps or psnsh uttered as it flushes; also 
in flight every second or so in the initial spurt and with longer pauses when 
w-ell under way. This call closriy resembles the sucking sound of a sodden 
shoe, W’hirii IS so deccpti^'cly alerting when walking up smpe on marshy 
ground ! 

BREEDiKo. Chiefly extralimital. Exceptional cases of breeding recorded 
in Assam and E, Paldstan three or four times (N. C^char, Sylhct-Caciiar 
border, Barafl Range, Silchar) presumed by B^cr to be of pricked birds 
disabled from migrating. Reports need confirmation- Nest and eggs similar 
to those of Fantail Snipe (409), q.v. 

Mcszum DiACxosa. TaB-fcatbers 26 or 28, of whsdi 8 or 9 outer ones on trxfii 
side much attemated and stiff (* pins *), Under wing-ccn.’crts and axiHarics much 
more b«a\-2y and darkly barred than in GoUir^ gsZ&cp (409). For details of 
pJamage sec Baker, loc. CL 
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406. Pintail Snipe. Gclljrjigo slansra Bonaparte 

Scelopax slerzsTO * Kuhl * *= Bonaparte, 1830, .Ann. Sior, Nat. Bologna 4: 335 
(Sunda Islarxis) 

Baker, FBI No. 2173, Vol. 6: 263 
Plate 41, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES. Same M for Common or Fantail Snipe (409) ; Kcdekhodia (Bengal). 

SIZE. Gre>' Quail -f; length (including bill) c. 27 cm. (lOl in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As of Fantail Snipe (409), q.v. Slightly darker, and 
hcaricr on the wing with a less zigzag flight, and often frequenting drier 
ground. But field identification diilicult and unreliable except perhaps by 
very experienced snipe shooters. A consistent peculiarity obser\-cd while 
ringing snipe for migration study is that the Pintail nearly alwa>-s * squeals * 
when handled, whereas the Fantail hardly c\'cr does so. Sexes alike; female 
slightly larger. See Kc^* and Museum ‘Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DxsTRiBtmoK and HABITAT. Winter \Tsiior to botli PaVdstans 
and all India, Nepal (V^allc)* and (?) icrai), Sikkim and Bhutan duars, 
Ceylon, Andaman, Nicoliar and Maldivc islands; plains le^•el to c. 2500 m. 
About equally abundant witii Fantail Snipe in the eastern areas, viz. Assam, 
Bengal, Blast Pakistan, but ovcrsvhclniingly more so in South India, 
Andaman Is. and Ceylon. In the western and northwestern parts of the 
tub^ntinent the Fantail is relatively more numerous. Affects maishy 


Getilijtago stertara 



edges of jheels, wet paddy stubbles (inland as well as thme under tidal 
influence), seepage manhes from dammed reservoirs in the foothills, 
and the fike, sharing these with Fantail Snipe, But oftener frequents 
harder ground than Fantail — damp rather than marshy, c.g. harvested 
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MSASUREUETm 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

125-134 57-61 29-31 c. 54-68 mm. 

9 9 130-138 59-64 / (Baker) 

Baker’s tail measuresnents arc erroneous. Spedmera in the Bombay Natural 
Hhlory Society’s collection, and others collected recently, gh'c (J* 9 tarsus 32-36 
(5 measured), tail 45-52 mm. (13 measured). 

Wright c. 3 to 4J 02 . (e. 85-134 gm.). Average of 472 birds (o' 9 ) in South India 
4 oz. (c. 113 gm.) — Stonc>'. 12 o 9 (winter, Bihar) 89-123 (av. 99-9) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris bTovkTi. Bill homy brown, pale greenish on goal’s 
and base of lower mandible. Legs and feet gre^ash green; claws dark brown. 

mscELLAKEous. Statistics of relative abundance of Pintail and Fantail 
Snipe in the erstwhile Madras Presidency* collected by Mr R. F. Stoncy from 
shooting tables for 37 seasons (1898-9 to 1934-5) confirm the overwhelming 
preponderance of the Pintail in South India. During this entire period 1 1 530 
Pintails w*erc shot against 2312 Fantails. During the 10 seasons 1925-5 to 
1934-5 3644 Pintails were shot at Cannanorc, Malabar (no-w Kerala^ 
against 856 Fantails (Phythian-Adams), while during 12 seasons (1923-4 
to 1934-5) 526 Pintails were shot on the Nilgiri Plateau against only a 
single Fantail by the same sportsman. 

Several instances of partial to almost complete albinism have been 
recorded in this as well as Fantail Snipe in India. 


407. Swinhoe* s Snipe. G£iIlins^ 0 \megcJa Swinhoc 

CcUmagi rtr^cZa Swanhoe, 1851, Ibis: 343 (Between Takoo and Peking, China) 
Baker, FBI No. 2174, Vol. 6: 254 

LOCAL KAMZ3. Same as for Common or Fantafl Snipe (-409). 

< 07 V-. Grey Quail -f*; length (including bill) c. 29 cm. {c. 1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Indistinguishable from Pintail Snipe (406) except 
in the hand, for which see Key and Museum Diagnosis. Sexes alike. 

FTATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. A comparatively uncommon but 
reg ^iTar ^^intcr visitor betsvecn September and hlarch : recorded from . Ass am, 
Manipur, W. Bengal, Madras, Mysore, Kerala, Ceylon, Maldivc and 
Andaman Is., Bombay (JBNHS 67: 103). Possibly less rare than assumed, due 
to lack of careful vetting of bags of Pintail among which very liable to be 
os-eriooked. Affects the same habitats as Pintail, ^ 

Exireladtal. ‘ Breeds in cast-central Asia from southwestern Trans- 
baikalia to Amuriand, south to N. Mongolia, the upper Hwang ho and 
Ussuri; Salchalin (?). Migrates through E, CTnina and Japan; winters in 
Burma, the Philippines, ■Borneo, Celebes, the Moluccas and N. Australia * 
(Peters). For det^s see Vaurie, C.. 1965, 2 : 433. Recorded as very 
abundant in riccfirlds in the Philippines * at certain scaions *. 

sccRATiON. No data. Eastern and southern India apparently lie on the 
extreme western fringe of its winter range. 

GENERAL HABTis, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing re c o rded as diffcrcnl 
finm Pintail Snipe. 
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Gallinago megala 



BREEDma. Extralimltal. (For a good account ofits aerial nuptial display 
and song in N. Mongolia, see Kozlova, E. V., 1932, Ibis: 580.) 

Museum Dtackosb. Coloration above and below (including white centre of 
abdomen) confusingly similar to Pintail Snipe (406). Most easily differentiated by 
its tail of 20 feathers of which only the central 6 arc broad (of normal shape), the 
rest on cither side attenuated. See also Key to the Species. Another good diagnostic 
character, especially when tail in moult or damaged, is length of bastard wing. 


Bastard wing always crer 19 mm G. megala 

Bastard wing always tm^er 19 mm ^ G. sttnura 


Some superhclal characters, suggested, by an experienced snipe-shooter (R. J. 
Oough) to assist picking out at a glance suspected Swlnhoe's Snipe from among a 
bag of Pintails for more critical examination are: 

1. ‘ Definitely ‘ larger size 

2. I.onger legs 

3. Longer and slenderer bill, with the white knob at tip of upper mandible 
less pronounced. 

M£AStm£Vl£tm 

Wing Bill Tanus Tall 

(from feathers) 

ri' 9 128-139 59-74 e. 32-34 52-57 mm. 

(Baker) 

(7*^ 147-150 61-65 32-5-35 •) 

9 9 142-151 64-72 33-35 (once L 55-62 mm. 

37, once 38) j 

(La' Touche) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. * Ifo dark umber-brown; bill light yellowish brown 
for the bajal twMhirdj, yellower on the hate of the upper mandible, blackish brown 
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Gattinago media 



BH Breeding range K.vjjj Winler 


OEKERAI. HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and cAixs. Nothing observed in India 
as diflcrcnt from Fantail or Pintail Snipe. Elsewhere reported as more 
crepuscular, and occasionally uttering a low guttural croak on flushing. 
BREEDixo. Ejctralimital. 

Museum Diaonosis. See Key to the Spedes. For details of plumage Baker, 
4^1^7 phasa and morphology (also bionomia), IVitherby, 1940. 

MrA5UREME.VTS — 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d’d’ 140-150 57-03 , 33-37 51-59 mm. 

0 9 139-149 64-69 — _ 

' (Wilherby) 

COLO^ OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill brown or homy brown. Legs and 
feet dusky plumbeous or greenish plumbeous (Baker). 

409. ComzQon or Fantail Snipe. Gallinago galUrjago gallinago (Linnaeus) 

SreL/ai CcUvuiin Linnaeus, 1758, S)-st. Nat, ed. 10, I: 147 (in Europa - Swvden) 
Snlefax {CcUtnepi) gaUbaso raUii Buturlin, 1912, Psm-aia i Ruiheinaia Okhota, 
author’s reprints, p. 54 (East Siberia) 

Baker, FBI No. 2170^ VoL 6: 259 
Plate 41. Lg. IS and Plate 4S. fig. U 

local NAiirs. CUA4 (Hindi); Oiegge, KedaUiOcha (Benga\); ICkxAa sorSi, Chd^d 
KTSi, Chrrere (Assam); UiSmk (Nepal); OMsebs (hfanipur); Afer 674£i 
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on the apical third; feet light yellowish grey with blackish browm claivi * (Swinboe). 
* Iris chestnut. Legs and feet bluish plumbeous * (Venning). 

MiscELuwEOUS. In -South India where both this species and Piniai! 
occur together, Lt-Col. E. G. Phythian-Adams found Swinhoc's Snipe 
proportionately less common in Mysore than in Malabar (Kerala). Hij 
bag record for 14 years (up to 1939) shotved 
Mysore: 1973 Pintail to 3 S\vinhoc*s, i.c. 1 to 658 
Malabar: 5321 Pintail to 19 Swinhoe’s, i.e. I to 280 


408. Great SnlpCe Gallinago media (Latham) 

Scohpax media Latham, 1787, Gen. Syn., Suppl.: 292 
(England; based on Gen. Syn. 3(1): 133, no. 4) 

Baker, FBI No. 2172, Vol. 6: 261 

SIZE. Fantail Snipe -f*; length c. 28 cm. (c. 11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Slightly more robust in build, darker, and more 
heavily barred below than Fantail Snipe, but doubtfully distinguishable 
from it at rest. In flight — which is slower, less zigzag, and usually unaccom- 



Half tail, K r. | 

G. media G, gallinago 


panied by the charactcrisHc flushing note pencil — the large amount of 
white in the tail (outside feathers) is at once striking. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare vagrant. Has so far only been 
obtained in southern India (Bangalore, Nilgiris, Arkonam, Madras). Also in 
Ceylon and Andaman Is. All Septcmber-March. 

Exlralimital. * Breeds in N. Europe and W. Asia from N, Norway, S. 
Finland, the White Sea and the lower Vcniscy, south to Denmark, E. 
Prussia, Poland, Bessarabia, Kirghiz Steppes and the Altai. Migrates 
through S. Europe and SW. Asia; ivintcn in Africa south of the Sahara, 
mainly in the cast * (Peters), For details see Vaurie, C., 1965, 2: 432. 

MIGRATION. No data. 
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Korra kutfii (Tamil) ; Afulu puredi (Telugu) ; Keswatuwa (Sinhala) ; Dao didap ((^char) ; 
Veb ti alin (Kuki); 77 inni (Naga); Lik pakhi (Sind); Chmtan kata (Malayalam); 
Carkkod (Gujarau) iPdn /tfU'(i(Marathi). Commonly undentood as ishnSp'or * ishnaf '. 

SIZE. Grey Quail -f ; length (including bill) r. 27 cm. (lOJ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A brown oblitcrativcly paiicmcd marsh-haunting 
bird with straight slender bill about 6 crh. (2^ in.) long, difficult to observe 
when squatting motionless on the ground. Renowned for its habit of rising 
suddenly when disturbed, with a hoarse scape or penek note, and flying off 
in lightning zigzags. Above, dark brow-n, heavily streaked with black, rufous, 
and buff; below, whitish. Impossible to distinguish from Pintail Snipe (406) 
by non-experts unless in the hand, but usually frequents more squelchy 
ground. Sec Key and Museum Diagnosis. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) like adult but sometimes recognizable by whitish 
fringes to mantle feathers and wing-coverts. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

.STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Partly resident in the Himalayas 
(Kashmir, Garhwal, etc.) ; chiefly a common and abundant winter 
to the entire subcontinent including both Pakistans and Nepal (Vai cy 
and (?) tcrai). Also Ceylon, ^Andaman and Maldivc islands. Relatively 



much less numerous than Pintail Snipe in soutlicm India; more * y 
western and northwestern parts, and in W. Pakistan. A ^^j^ed 

' edges orjhccls, seepage manhes from dammed rocrs'oirs, ^ 
paddyficldt, etc. — on the whole softer ground than 7^r*Xlmity of 
Occasionally seen on b.irc edges of exposed village ponds in p 
women w'ashing and cattle watering 1 
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Exlralwild, * Breeds in Europe and Asia from Scandinavia to eastern 
Siberia, north to lat. 66“30' to 70®, south to the British Isles, Pyrenees, the 
Alps, [entwhUe] Balkan States, Caucastis, Kirghiz Steppes, the Pamirs, 
Himalayas, Transbaikalia, the Amur River, Hokkaido and the Kurile Is. 
Winters in the southern parts of its breeding range, Mediterranean region, 
Egypt, E. Africa south to Kenya; Persia, India, Indochinese countries, 

S. Qxhia, Japan, and the Greater Sunda Is.* (Peters). 

MiORATiON. No ringing data! On spring emigration passes through the 
Kurram Valley (NW. Pakistan) from the last ^vcck of January till mid ^ 
April (Whitehead). See remarks under Pintail v/hich arc gcncr^y appli- 
cable also to this species. The migrauon routes and approximate arrival 
dates shown on the map in Baker, 1921 {Game Birds 2: 63) are Largely 
diagrammadc and must not be taken too literally. 

CENERAi. HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As of Pintail Snipe (405), 
q,v. The harsh nasal fiiuhing note of the two spedcs — scapt or pifish — are 
indistinguishable to the norm^ car. 

BREEDiKO. Scasm in the Kashmir Valley, Garhwal, and elsewhere in the • 
Himalayas at devadons between c. 1600 and 4500 m., from late April to 
about mid June. Aerf, a scanty concave pad of grass arid weed stems, etc,, 
c. 10 cm. across, concealed among arching grasses or thick herbage in a 
spongy or semi-floadng bog. Eggs, normally 4 — occasionally 3, rardy 5 — 
greyish stone to olive-grey or yellowish brown in ground colour, irregularly 
blotched and speckled all over with dark brown, more densdy at the broad 
end. They have secondary markings of grey, sienna, or pale purplish brown. 
Shape variable from broad to longish pyriform, and size absurdly large for 
the bird. Average of 60 Indian eggs 38-3 x28'5 mm (Baker). Both sexes 
believed to share in incubadon; period recorded as 19-20 days. The bird 
is a close sitter, often permitting the obscn.'cr’s hand to approach within 
a few ccndmctrcs before leaving the hest, then usually flying off in a semi- 
drde at top speed. In nuptial display male mounts rapidly on fluttering 
wings to height of 50 to 100 metres, flies about in rambling zigzags and wide 
drclcs at 'top speed uttering ckip~per, ekip-per, etc., punctuated by steep 
nose-dives with brings pulled in and tril fully fanned ouL The outermost 
rectrix on cither side sdeks out widely scoarated from its neighbour and 
vibrates rapidly \rith the through rush of air, producing the peculiar loud 
drumming or bleating sound wluch gives the bird one of its popular German 
names meaning ‘ goat of the sky *. Each flight lasts for five irunutes or more, 
and covers an extehsive area of the breeding marsh in wdc circles at a 
furious tempo. Thereafter the p>erformcr drops or shoots to the ground at a 
steep ^gle with wings pulled in, fluttering to break the fall just before 
alighting. 

Meszuu Diacucosb. See Key to the Spcdcs; for details of plumage, Baker, loc. 
dL; for description of plumage phases and morphology (also bionomics), ^Ylthcrby, 
19i0,4: 197-203. 

Chick (in down). ‘Down of upper plumage rufous-buff; a band across the 
forehead yellow-buff; crown freckled with black and with two broad bands of black ‘ 
on other ride of the crown; a line through the eye and another on the cheek black; 
dorsal, median, and lateral lines black, the down white-speckled at the tips; wings 
broadly marked with black and a black patch on the side of the breast and on the 
flanks; lower parts rufous-buff ' tBaker). 

* See Appendix 
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GclEMgn rrdsdsmi 



E^eUmlel. ‘ Breeds in N. Europe and Asia from N. Norway essf to 
tte tolyma Ddta (apparenUy nowhere north of 70"), south to Denmark, 
xTussia, Baluc States, central Rus si a , and the forest steppe of Minussinsk; 
^A ward limit in W. and E. Siberia not known. Winters in W. Europe, 
Mediterranean region, Egypt, Iraq, Persia, India, Burma; casually to 
and Kcn>’a* (Peters). For further details sec Vaurie, C., 1965, 

43o. 

^ ^ No ringing data. In Baluchistan and Sind in autumn ‘ it 

a muchlato m arriving [than Fantail or Pintail Snipe] and the end of the 
wed: in October would seem to be the earliest date * ^Ticchurst). In 
nortoon Baluchistan it is particulariy common on spring (outward) passage, 
onertohagm having seen more than 100 birds in a day. It passes through 
^cKurram Valley (NW. ^Idstan) in varying numbers, less than Fantail, 
*rom the last week in January tfll the middle of April OVhitehead). 

^ cdctral habits. Similar to Fantail and Pintail Snipe, but almost 
mvjmably flushed singly and not in wisps as the others often arc. Is reluctant 
cover; rises silently, without the characteristic sape or only 
w- to ataost trodden on, dropping into the reeds again after a short fli^t 
ttni^ the Fantmi’s rigz^ging to a height and then shooting down steeply 
otM groimd. Somewhat slower flight and less abrupr twists and turns 
anord caner shots to the apQ r tom an. 

FOOD, hirinly wonm, dny moHuscs, insects and thdr lar\’ac. Also seeds 
of marsh plants, • 

voia and CALLS. Not recorded in India. Display-note in breeding season 
(P^®^Jznably vocal) Hkened to the distant cantering of a horse on bard 
hollow ground. 



UZASUREUZjm 

Wmg 

pm 

Tarsus 

Tan 


I2S-138 

(from feathen) 
60-71-5 

29-33 

53-61 mm. 


9 9 130-140 

64-73 

— 

— 


50 (5'9 \Ving 121-141 

(Witherby) 

mm. (av. 133*7); weight 73-106 gm. (av. 81*3) 


9 ri' 9 54-64 mm. (av. 57*7) 


(SA) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Itis dark brown. BM yellowish horay or olive-yellow 
on basal half, dark homy brown to blackish on tcnninal half. Legs and feet dull 
olive-green, more yellow in breeding season. 

inscELLAKEOus. FouT cascs of complete or partial albinism have been 
recorded in the Jei/mcl of the Bombe^ Katural History Society. Longevity (fiom 
ringing records) 7 ycais {Ring, 1962, 33: 149). 

410. Ja^ Snipe. GaUinago rrdnima (Brunnich) 

Scobpex Minima Brunnich, 1764, Om. BorcaL: 49 (E. Christians^, Denmark) 
Baker, FBI No. 2 1 75, Vol. 6 : 265 
PUte 43, ftg. 10 

uocAL MAUZS. ChhSta chdhd (Hindi); Oihdla bhaika (Nepal); Ollan (Tamil); 
DS tdgain (Bihari mirsbikan). 

SIZE. Fantail Snipe — ; Grey Quail length (including bill) c. 21 cm. 
(8} in.). 

field CHARACTERS. Similar to Fantail Snipe but considerably smaller 
with relatively shorter and stouter bill and much metallic green and purple 
sheen in the streaked dark bro^vn upper plumage. Tail rather wedge-shaped, 



uniformly dark, lacking Fantail’s whitish lips to outer rccfriccs ; crown 
without the central stripe of other snipes. Sexes alike. Flushes silently and 
has rather sluggish flight without the abrupt zigzags. 

STATUS, DBTRjBunoN and HABITAT. \Vmtcr visitor in much smaller 
numbers than Fantail and Pintail Snipe, irregularly throughout the Indian 
Union, both Pakistans, Nepal. Occasional in Ceylon and Andaman Is. 
Affects the swampy marginal zone around jhccls, seepage marshes, and 
waterlogged harvested paddyficlds — as with Fantail Snipe more squclchy 
ground than normally frequented by Pintail. 
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BREEDDto. Extralimital; in general as in the Fantail (409). 

Museum Diaonosd. Tail of 12 feathers, more or less uniformly dark b^o^\'n with 
rufcsceJit-buff borders. Central pair pointed and projecting slightly bc>“ond the 
others, as e.g. in the Little Stint (416). No median pale coronal stripe. Plumage of 
back and scapulars \silh an iridescent purple and green gloss. Gape more or less in 
line with the bases of the upper and Iov^tt mandibles. Culmen somewhat swollen 
at base. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. du; for description of plumage phases 
and morphology (also bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4: 205-9. 

MZASURESrZNTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

(foi 108-117 39-41 23-25 46-51 mm. 

9 9 107-115 40-43 — — 

(Witherby) 

Wdghl 40 d $ (autumn/wintcr) 39-55 (av. 46*5) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS OP BARE FARTS. IHs dark brown. Bill almost black at tip, paling post- 
eriorly to homy brown; olive, gre en ish homy, or flesh colotired at base and gape. 
Legs and feet pale olive-green, often tinged with jtllowisb or grey. 

mjscellaneous. An indication of the relative scardty of the Jack Snipe 
in South India is provided by the game records maintained by the late 
Mr R. F. Stoncy for 37 seasons — from 1898 to 1935. Of the total number 
of snipe shot during this period 13,530 were Pintails, 2312 Fantails, and 
only 126 Jacks. 

Gentis ScoLOPAx Linnaeus 

^hpex Linnaeus, 1758, S>'5L NaL, cd. 10, 1: 145. by tauton>Tny, Scolcpax 
rusticcla Linnaeus {Seolopex prcbinomial specific name in synonymy) 

Bill long, ilcndo', rather soft and swollen at tip; both nxandibles grooved. Nostril 
linear, at base of upper mandible. Gape forward of base of culmen. IMngs long: 
fint primary (as.) longest. Tan-fcatbers 12; short and soft L^ short; tibia fully 
featbered. 

The genus contains a ringle spedcs r e p resented in India by the nominate race. 

411. "Woodcock. Seolopex rmticola rusticola Linnaeus 

Scelepex Audrofs Xhmacus, 1758, S)Tt Nat, cd. 10, 1 : 146 
(Europe, restricted type locality, S\»-eden) 

Seciopex ixiisss Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asian Soc. Bengal 6: 490 (N^sal) 

Seolopex nstieola idtimss Koeir, 1954, Contrib. Inst Regional Exploranon No. 1:31 
(Sangau, Lushai Hills) 

Cfl Hartcrt, E., 1921, Veg. pah Fauns 2: 1651-4 
Baker, FBI No. 2167, VoL 6: 252 
PUte 41, fig. 14 and PUte 43, fig. 13 

LOCAL KASoss. TutsriSr (Hindi); Sim k£h£ ‘nH, or spring fowl* 

(Kumaon and Nepal); Osr J sr c U (Chamba); Dcsdiicp gadeia (Cachar); SzmpocLhle:^ 
(Khasi); SaSet taodrui (Maaipiir); ti'Ucitt chShS (Chittagong); B'^pd, Dksiha 
(Chitral); Chorii (Drosh); ChZsiro^ (GUgit); frfcii (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Partridge — ; length (induding bill) e, 36 cm. (14 in.). 


e 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. An outsizcd SRi'pc, camouflagingly mottled bro^vn, 
black, and whitish wth the characteristic long slender straight bill — soli 
and swollen at tip — and comparatively short legs. Above, brownish grey 
blotched and barred with black, rufous, and biiff. Hindcrown, nape and 
rump cross-barred black and rufous. Below, chin white; rest of imderparts 
brownish while cross-barred with dark brown. Sexes' alike. 

In the owl-likc flapping flight the bill is carried pointing downwards. 
When banking in the air the tail is fanned out giving the tubby body with 
its short curving scimitar-like wings a blunt-ended look. 

For immature bird and downy chick sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, pisTRiBunoK and HABITAT. Brccds throughout the Himalayas 
bet^veen c. 2000 and 3800 metres in NW. Pakistan, Kashmir, Garhwal, 
Kumaon, and Bhutan. Evidently also in Nepal, Sikkim, and NEFA whence 
as yet no actual nests reported. In winter descends to lower devadohs in the 
Himalayas and also migrates south to the Assam hills, Nagaland, Manipur, 
and across the Peninsula to the Nilgiri, Palni, and associated hill ranges. 


Scohpax rurticolo 



and the moist southern strip of the Western Ghats in Kerala and Mysore. 
Occasional winter visitor to Ceylon in the central hill zone (c. 2000 m.). 
Affects swampy glades with dense scrubby undergrowth in rhododendron, 
fir and mixed forest in the Himalayas; dank ravines in sholas and evergreen 
forest, and cardamom and coffee plantations with sprawling swapipy 
streams in South India. The clearing away of forests for potato and tea 
cultivation in the last forty years has progressively reduced its abundance 
in many of its best-known former habitats in the Nilgiris and Assam hilb. 

Extralimilal. * Breeds in the Britbh Isles, Scandinavia (north to lat. 70®), 
Russia (north to lat. 66®) and across Asia (north to lat. 62®~64*), southjo 
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the Pyrenees, Alps, northcm-£alkaa .States, Kashmir, the Hiinala>'as 
Ussuri, and Japan. Wir^ters in the southern part of its range, the Meditcr^ 
ranean region, Egypt, India, Ceylon, S. China, and Japan. Resident on 
Madeira, the Can^ Is., and the Azores * (Peters). 

WORATIOH (in India). No ringing data. Commences to arrive in the 
Nilgiris and other S. Indian hilb during October; numbers at peak in 
Dccembcr-January; mostly gone again by end of March. From strikmg 
paucity of records in Peninsular India, probably journey from Himalayas 
performed in a single non-stop flight. The sporadic records of odd birds, 
obviously on passage, arc from Karachi (W. Pakbtan), Bliuj, Mt Abu 
(Gujarat), Thana near Bombay (Maharashtra), Agra, Muzaffamagar, 
Sitapur, Mainpuri, Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh), Golconda (?) and Eastern 
Ghats [Salabam, Padera] (Andhra), and Madras City. Indications suggest 
that die birds reach their southern winter quarters mainly by the Eastern 
Ghats route. 

GENERAL HABITS snipc-likc. Usually solitary or in separated pairs. 
Largely crepuscular and nocturnal, lying up in shady cover during daytime, 
seldom stirring after sunrise or before dusk unless driven. Feeds by probing 
into soft wet earth with its sensitive-tipped bill, the bird’s presence in a 
glade being revealed by the honeycombed patches left in the ground. Flight 
rather sluggish and wavering, reminbeent of Painted Snipe, but with un- 
expected sudden jerks and zigzags thb side and that, and swift turns and 
twists to avoid tree-trunks in its wooded habitat, the bird dropping down 
abruptly into cover ‘ as if it had flo^vn against a wall *. Thus, in spite of its 
large size, the sportsman finds it less difficult to miss the target than w'ould 
appear possible I 

In the breeding season the male (?) performs hb charactcrbtic aerial 
dbplay known as * rodbg ’ at dusk and dawn. Thb consbts of flapping slowly 
in a high arc back and forth across an open glade or flying round and round 
over it in wide circles to the accompaniment of a * loud waiUng cry ’ (B. B. 
Osmaston) or a deep croak, and sometimes a shrill bat-like squeak, at 
intervab. 

FOOD. Chiefly worms and grubs; occasionally some seeds and shoots. 

VOICE and calls. Besides the notes uttered while roding, Osmaston 
has described * a continuous sort of grating, purring noise * made by a 
female he dbturbed off the nest. ‘ A strange croaking like a nutcracker’s ’ 
while occupied in shifting downy chicks from one spot to another (Bates). 

BREEDING. Stosoix in thc Himalayas, April to July. Nest, a depression 
in thc ground lined with dry leaves, etc., well concealed amongst bracken, 
dwarf rhododendron or other undergrowth, preferably near a wooded 
stream. Eggs, 4, pale clay colour to deep buff, boldly blotched with pale reddbh 
brown and grey. Average size of 55 Indian eggs 44*5 x33*3 mm. (Baker). 
Fide Witherby incubation and tending of young by female alone; period of 
incubation 20-21(22) days. A^pcculiarhabitof Woodcock, aborccordcdcbe- 
where in its range anti reliably observed and authenticated in the Himalayas 
(more recently by R. S. P. Bates, JBNHS 43: 69), b its" transporting its 
downy chicks to a place of safety when danger threaten^. Thb b accomplbhcd 
by carrying them pressed between the parent’s thighs and breast and dang- 
ling below. With legs thus occupied, parent finds considerable difficulty in 


CURLEWS, SANDPIPERS, SNIPE, WOODCOCK 295 296 CHARADRUFORMES 


take-off and has to be assisted by beating the earth with the wing-tips for 
a metre or so before getting dear. In flight the body b weighted doVm at 
rear to an angle of about 45 degrees. In the case observed by CoU Bates thc 
chides were transported one by one downhill to a dbtance of some 30 metres. 

Museum Diaonosis. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL; ibr detaib 
of plumage phases and morphology (abo bionomia), Witherby, 1940, 4: 184-93. 

Young (immature). Feathers of the mantle with more or less exposed brown 
bases and marked with buff and cinnamon-buff. Upper tall-coverts more barred, 
and lacking buff tips. Bars on underparts narrower and paler. 

Chick (in down), ‘ From base ofbill to eye, over and behind it, a narrow dark 
brown line; from centre of base ofbill to centre of crown a dark brown line; between 
thc two lines, creamy yellow; rest of crown pale chestnut; side of head variegated 
chestnut and creamy yellow, as arc the wings and rest of upperparts, showing a 
broken spinal black streak; underparts creamy yellow, tinged with ferruginous on 
throat and thighs * (ncchurst), 

A cunous feature of the Woodcock b its abnormally high and backwardly placed 
eyes, virtually at the back of its head. Thc exact function of thb adaptation needs 
study. 

MZAXURZMZKrS 

Wing BID Tarsus Tail 

ri'c?’ 186-205 68-79 34-38 71-82 mm, 

9 9 IS4-208 67-80 _ _ 

(one 172) (from feathers) (Witherby) 

Baker gives 9 Wing 183-219 mm.; weight 7-16 oz. (c. 198-454 gro.). 

Weight I 9335 ' 

COLOURS OF BARE pARix. Iris deep brown. Bill horny brown darker at tip, paler, 
tinged with purple, at base of lower mandible. Legs and feet greenbh grey or olive- 
brown : claws horny brown. 

Genus Calidris Mcrrem 

CclUHi AnonymouJ - Mtrrem, 1804, Allg. Lit.- Zdtung 2 (168): coL 542. 
Type, by laulonymy, Trmga calUrij Gindin .. Trinca camitia Linnacm 

Enlia Vidllot, 1816, Andysc: 55. Type, by monotypy, £> 0 / 1 . Mrirgapi Vidllot «« 
Scolopax Uslaeta Pallas 

CrK.l'm Bmberg, 1828, Syn. Faun. Sand. 1 (2) : 132. Type, by monotypy, OimMa 
talMs Linniem - Ma Pdbu 

CS. nil 1949: 509. 

DeUcour, J., 1951, L’Oiitasi, 21:6. , 

Bill dender Wylng . gtxjd deal in length, cither itraight or '.lightly downeurved; 
both nundible. grooved. Nostrib linear, placed in a groove at bane of upper numdible. 
Hind toe prtnent in rooit ipedc.; Mterior toe. unwebbed. Wing long »nd pobted: 
6r.l primary (m.) longml. Tail newly Kjuwe with the centrd feather, pobted «id 
projecting .b'ghtly beyond the othen. 

Genu, connopoliunj repraented b India only by PdMwctic mlgnuio b wbicr. 

Key to the Specie* 

A Upper uil.eovrrt. white or white barred with dwk brown; .hwply 

contrasting with back ^ j 

B Upper tril-cmrrti grey, dark brown, oriltaflar to back 2 

1 Bill long and deeur\*ed ^ ustseta 


Page 

510 


’ Page 

BUI straight - a 

a Bill 39 mm. or above.; C. Unmnslrit 297 

BUI below 39 mm. % C. eonuta 290 

2 Hind toe absent ' : C. a/ia 298 

Hind toe present b 

b Culmen 21 mm. or above. I 

Culmen below 2 1 mm. 11 

I Wing 122 mm. or above C. aeuminata 307 

Wing below 122 mm .....C. alpina 308 

II Shaft of first primary white, others brown a' 

All shafts of primaries more or less white b' 

a' Tail-feathers all brown... C. suimOtuta 305 

Outer tail-feathers while.. C. temTjtineiii 303 

b* Some rufous colour in plumage • a* 

No trace of rufous in plumage. b* 


a* Chin, throat and upper breast unifomily chestnut 

,.C. ruJUotlis (summer) 300 

' Chin and throat while, breast streaked with chestnut 

C. minuta (summer) 301 

b* Wing and tail longer (c. 92-104 mm.; 39-48 mm.); bill 

and tarsus shorter (r. 1^18 mm,; IB-20 mm.) 

C. rvjieollis (winter) 300 

Wing and fail shorter (c. 91-90 mm.; 38-43 mm.); bill 

, anti L-irsus Iongcr(c. 17-19 mm.; 20-21 mm.) 

..C. minuta (winter) 301 

412. Knot. Calidris eeinuta canuta (Linnaeus) 

Ttinga Cermtus Linnaeus, 1750, S>iL Nat., ed. 10, I: 149 (in Europa « Sweden) 
Baker, FBI 2161a, Vol. 0: 698 
Plate 40, fig. IS and Plate 41, fig. 10 
UOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 
nzE. Grey Quail -Is length f. 25 cm. (10 in.). 

FIELD atARACTERS. Rathcf likc Dunlin (420) in winter— -scaly (or 
scalloped) ashy grey above, white below — but larger and stockier, with 
ttraighi relatively shorter bill and Icp. In flight, larger size than Dunlin, 
pale rump (p. bbck-ccntrcd) and tail, and pale wing-bar arc suggestive 
pointen. In its norm.al range charactcriicd by keeping in densely packed 
floclcs. 

Summer. Above, strongly mottled chestnut and black; below, bright 

rufous. ^ , rxi • ^ 

STATUS, TityrRstivnori and habitat. Rare N'agrant m winter. Obtained 
within our limits only once in Balucliiitan (Khmhdil Klian Lake — 26 
March) by Col. R. Mcincrtzhagcn, presumably on passage, and once in 
Ceylon (Mannar. I5.xii.l928) — Wait, 1931 : 365. Tamil Nadu (Pt (idimrre) 
2 specimens — JBNHS 67: 282. Normally prefen extensive coastal mudflali 
and estuaries and is rare inbnd. 

Extrclimilel. * Breeds in Spitzbergen and on the Taimyr Peninsula. 
Winters in Africa * (Peters). 
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CENTRAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Onc of thc maritime waders. 
Nothing recorded in our area. For an account sec %Vithcrb)% 1940, 4: 228-3 1 . 
BREEDiNc. Extralinutal. 

Mcsrtnt Diagnosis. Similar to Eastern Knot (413) but with a much smaller 
bni. Upper ta3-covcrts white strongly barred vrith blackish; spots on tmderparts 


larger and less wdl defined. 



MEASUREMENTS 





^Vmg 

BiU 

(Grom feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

o' o’ 

162-171 

30-34 

27*5-31 

■50*5-66-5 mn 

99 

16t-174 

31*5-38-5 

— 

(Witherby) 


coixiuss or BARE PARTS. Irb bro\\n. Bill black. Legs and feet olive-green. 


413 . Eastern Elnot. Calidris /mnrwfm (Horsficld) 

Tolanus trsdrostris HofsGeld, 1821, Trans. Linn- Soc. London 13(1): 192 (Java) 
Baker, FBI 2162, Vol. 6: 243 
Plate 40, fig. 12 and Plate 41, &g. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. NoHC fccordcd. 

SIZE. Grey Partridge — ; length c. 29 cm. (11^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A stocky shoic bird, usually seen in flocks feeding 
in company with stints and other small W’adcn amongst which it stands 
out conspicuously by its size. On the wing, in the distance, confusion possible 
with Bartailcd Godwit with which it also often assodates. 

AdulL Winter. Abeze, light brownish grey, boldly streaked with 
black. Lower back, rump and upper tail-coverts dark brown scalloped with 



J Puutive.bretding range fiP*! Winter 
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white, much more broadly on thc last, making thc feathers somedmes 
almost all white. BelovZf white; forcneck and upper breast streaked or spotted 
srith dark brown. Sexes alike. 

Summer. Aboz^f blacidsh brown scalloped with white; boldly spotted 
with chestnut on scapulars. Tail-co%*crts (upper and lower) white, spotted 
and barred with dark bro\\-iL Below, densdy spotted with blackish brown 
and without any rufous. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Winter \’isitor, not abundant but 
not rare on the hlakran, Smd, Kutch and ICathia^s*ar coasts. Also recorded 
from As sam (Dibrugarh, Cachar), Calcutta, Madras, Andaman and Laccadis'e 
Is.; not Ccj'lon. Possibly occurs in Bangladesh as it does in Burma. Affects 
tidal mudflats and creeks on the sea coast. In inland localities probably on 
migration. 

Extralimtal, Breeding range not properly knoMi; believed to be chiefly 
NE. Siberia. Actual breoimg records from mountains near lower KoKma 
rh'cr and in AnadjTland and K.orj’akland. (For details sec Vauric, C., 
1965, 2: 403.) On migration in China and Japan. Winters chiefly in the 
hlalav Archipelago, hloluccas^, and Australia. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. NotHng rccoidcd as different 
from other shore waders, 

BREEDING. Extralimital and iittle known, 

JSfusEUM Diacnoss. See Key; for details of plumage sec Baker, loc. ciL 

MEASURE3IENTS 

IMng Bin Tarsus Tail 

o'g 165-185 39-47 34-38 63-69 mm- 

(from feathers) (Baker) 

W'dght 9 5 5 (^sinter) 112-147 (av. 133-2) gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, Iris dark bro%s'n. BID dusky black. Legs and feet greenhh 
dusky (Armstrong). 

414. Sanderling. CcHdris alia (Pallas) 

(dba) Pallas, 1764, re ^^^oeg:’s CaL Adumbr.: 7 (Coast of the North Sea) 
Baker, FBI No. 2153, VoL 6: 231 

Plate 40, fig. 19 and Plate 41, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Grey Quail; length c. 19 cm. (71 iiu). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A plump Kttlc shorc bird, slightly larger than 
Dunlin (420), with slender straight bill. Most readily recognized in \s'intcr 
among other small coastal %vaders by its m-erali pale (almost whitish) 
coloration and blackish shoulder-patch; also by its extreme activity”, chasing 
w-aves back and forth on thc seashore for A\-ashed-up food, identifled in 
flight by svludsh plumage and thc very conspicuous white \s'ing-bar. 

Summer. Above, chestnut mottled with black; below, pure white. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. ^Mntc^ \Tsitor. Abundant on the 
coastline of \V. Pakistan (Makran, Sind). I-ess common than Utde Sdnt 
and Dunlin on the western seaboard of India; larc on Kerala coasL On 
the eastern side tolerably abundant around Pt Calimcre and along the Coro- 
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roa^cl and Orissa coasts. Large numbers {* flocks of more than a thousand *) 
Ten August and February along the scacoast and flooded sand flats in the 
southern part of Ramesu-aram I. (Biddulph, JBNHS 40: 254). Ri^ular wniiter 
^ Ceylon (Phillips), and occurs also in the Laccadh-e 

„ A Holarctic spcdcs. In the Palacarctic Region breeds on 

piUbergen and the arctic coasts and islands of Siberia from the Taiin>T 
minsi^ to the mouth of thc Lena rfs'er. In the Oid IVorid uinters in the 
ntish Ues, thc North Sea, India, Malay Archipelago, China, Japan, and 
ustralia. South to S. Africa; and Madagascar. 

data. Either migrates along the coasts or is 
eap^ e of immense non-stop transcontinental flights, as has nev-cr been 
^corded inland in our area. 

CENTRAL HABITS. Fccds in mixed flocks with ^Dunlins, Curlcsv-Sand- 
other small ^^adc^s on tidal mudflats or strung out along the 
ert^vt L sandy shores. Recognized among the miscellaneous 

CTowd by its whitish coloration and ceaseless activity', running s^N^ftly on a 
^ ° after each receding wa^-e to p'ick up any titbits it may 

cast ashore, and hurriedly retreating before the oncoming nexL Continues 
^ back and forth and feed thus when most of its associates arc resting 
dde in wait for thc ebb. The flocks fly in regimented unison, flashing 
'Volte from time to time as thc)’ bank and wheel. 

Tiny crustaceans, moHuscs and other small animab washed up 
the seashore. 

• calls, a shrill liquid zrici-icici when flushed, and occasionally 

fiighL No other notes recorded in its winter quarters in India. 
Extralimital; on arctic tundra. 
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Ml’SECM Diacnosis. Hind toe absent. For description of plumage- sec Baker, 
loc. dL; for details of plumage phases and morphology (also bionomics), \Vitherby 


Tarsus Tail 

22-26 46-55 mm. 

(Wlthcrby) 

Examples collected in Smd by C. B. Hcehuist measured: 

Wing Bin 

(from skull) 

4 (Pol 121-128 25-S-26 mm. 

9 9 9 125-129*5 25-29*5 mm. 

^Vcight 4 5 9 37-42 gm* — BNHS. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Ills brovsTi. BUI, Icgs, and feet black. 


1910, 4: 276-81. 

MEASURESIENTS 

Wing Bin 

oIqI 117-130 24-27 

9 9 120-130 23-29 

(from feathers) 


415, Eastern little Stint. Cclidris n^Uis (Pallas) 

Ti^a rjfxoUis Pallas, 1776, Rcise Russ- Rcichs 3: 700 (' circa lacus sahos Dauriae 
campestris* = Kulussutai, southern Transbaikalia, fAe Ridgway, 1919, BuH. 
U.S. NaL Mus. CO. 50, pL 8: 292) 

Baker, FBI No. 2I5S, VoL 6: 236 

LOCAL NAME. ChJ-jLs pcrJowzrS (HlxidS). 

SIZE. Grey Quail — ^ length c. 16 cm. (6J in.). 

FIELD CHAR.ACTERS. Indisdnguishablc in winter from Little Stint (416), 
q.v. Slightly larger, and with a shorter, stouter, and bladccr tarsus. 
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Summer. Chin white; face, throat, sides and front of neck, and upper 
breast chestnut or rich ferruginous-red. Rest like summer plumage of 416. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DKTRiBUnoN and habitat. Winter \'isitor. An eastern form ap- 
parently not uncommon along shores of Bay of Bengal in the Calcutta region. 
Recorded also from Orissa (Chilka lake), Tamil Nadu (Rameswarara I.) 
and the Andaman and Nicobar Is. Not ^vcstem India or Ceylon. Exact status 
uncertain owing to impossibility of differentiating id the field from Little Stint 
in winter plumage. 

£xtralimifal. Breeds in northern and northeastern Siberia. Winters 
from SE. China, Formosa, and Philippines south to the Indochinese count- 
ries, Andamans and Nicobars, Australia and New Zealand. (For details 
see Vauric, C;, 1965, 2 : 394.) 

CBNERAi. HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and GALLS. Nothing recorded ^\iAin our 
limits. EIscv.’hcrc, call described by Meinertzhagen as a whistling avAl- 
u'rek'Wfek, never monos)’Uabic. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key. * Hind toe shorL Middle toe with daw equal to 
or ihorter than the tanus * (La Touche). 

KEAStmEMENTS 

^Ving Bill Tamu Tail 

(J'9 92-108 16-20 18-21 40-46 xmn. 

(once 111) (from feathers) (Baker, La Toudie) 

Weight 20 d $ (wintcr/apring) 19-34 (av. 24) gtn. — BB. 

^LOURS or BARE PARTS. ' Iris dark brown. BUI and legs blackish * (La Touche). 


416. lattle Stint. Colidris minuta (Lcisler) 

Tringa mxnuta Leisler, 1812, Nachtrage zu Bcchstein’s Naturg. *DeutschI.: 74 
(Hanau am Main, Germany) 

Baker, FBI No. 2155, Vol. 6: 234 
Plate 40, fig. 8 and Plate 41, fig. 8 


Local navies. Chhota panbwwS (Hindi) ; Runni (Bihar! minhikars) ; Tanki (Balu- 
chistan — for all small waders) ; KoiU ullSn (Tamil) . 

SEE. Grey Quail ; length c. 15 cm. (6 in.). 

FIELD characters. Ouf Smallest wader, only slightly larger than the 
House Sparrow. In winter mottled greyish broivn or dusky above, white 
below. Sexes alike; Very like diminutive Dunlin but with shorter, straight 



X f. I 



Tails, X f. f 

C. minuta C. Ummin^kii 


bill. Distinguished from Tcmminck’s Stint (417) by smoky brown outer tail- 
ftalhen («. pure white) and blackish (p. olive-green) legs. White stripes on 
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back io addition to the narrow whitish uing-baf (aimmon tof^th^ is a 
further pointer in flight. ‘ ‘ 

Summer plumage, often partially acquired before emigration: Above, 
feathers black with broad rufous edges; below, forcncck and upper breast 
indisdnctly spotted tvith dark brown and tinged with dull rufous. 

■ Young (immature). Above, like adult in summer, but hindneck more 
grey less rufous, and rufous on mantle less dominant; below, white or nearly 
so. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat.’ More maritime than 417. Winter 
visitor chiefly to the coasts of India and both Pakistans, Ceylon, Andaman, 
I.accadivc and Maldivc islands. On passage (or wintering) in smaller numbers 
inland. Recorded thus in NW. Pakistan (Chitral, Peshawar), Baluchistan 
(Quetta), Rajasthan (Bharatpur), and over the entire Gangctic Plain, Assam, 
and peninsular India. Ako Nepal (occasional). Affects marshy ground — 
paddyficlds, jhccls, estuaries, coastal lagoons, and tidal creeks and mudflats. 


Calidris minaia 



ExtralimitaL Breeds in * the arctic tundra from about 30*E. long, east- 
ward to about the delta of the Yana, and also Kolguev and Vaigach islands, 
southern Novaya Zcmlya and New Siberian Archipelago * (Vauric). Winters 
in Africa south to^Cape Province, and from the southern shores of the 
Caspian to Ceylon. 

MIGRATION.' No Tinging records.*In Chitral common in April and May, 
evidently on migration (Fulton). At Kohat and in the Kurram Valley 
appears in small flocks, end March to mid May; not met with in autumn 
(Whitehead). In Karachi harbour arrives with great punctuality in the 
last days of July and departs again in May (Ticchurst) ; in Rajasthan 
September. Fairly plentiful, in fair-sized flocks, on the Kutch and Saurashtra 

• See Appendix 
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coast in August reaching the peak, here as well as on the seaboard of India 
and Ceylon, in Scplcmbcr-October. ' 

According to C. B. Ticehunt {Ibis 1924; 115} the adults of nearly all 
wadciB arrive in Sind (W. Pakistan) in the first days of August and the young 
of the year three to four weeks later. A few non-breeding birds loiter in , 
their winter quarters throughout the year. 

GENERAL HABITS. A sociable littlc wader often collecting in large flocks 
of several hundred, mixed with Dunlins, Curlew-Sandpipers, Tcmminck’s 
Stints, and others. The birds scatter when feeding, but never stray very far 
from one another. They arc incessantly on the move scampering about on 
the mud with great agility picking up titbits. When disturbed the flock 
rises more or less simultaneously and flics off swiftly in an orderly mwa or 
‘ cloud *, the birds turning, twisting and banking in unison, their wliltc 
undersides flashing into view from time to time. The flock resettles soon at 
a distance to resume its activity. 

FOOD. Tiny molluscs, crustaceans, insects and worms. Occasionally 
seeds of manh plants. 

VOICE and calls. In winter, whikt with us, only a soft musical wif-wibwit 
or a low trrr in flight, readily dktinguishablc with a littlc practice from the 
* slurred * trill of Tcmminck’s Stint. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Diaonoso. For description of plumage ice Baker, loc. dt.; for details 
of plumage phases and morphology (also bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4; 244-8. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d'ej* 90-102 17-20 19-22 34-42 mm 

9 9 94-102 16-20 ' — — 


(^Vitherby) 



colours of bare rARTi. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet blackish brown, 
•ometimes with an olive tinge, - ’ 

417. Tcmsnincic’s Stint. Calidris temminskii (L^klcr) 

Tri^a TerroraKkii Ldslcr, 1812, NachtrSge zu Bedmein** Nalurg. DcuUchl.: 64 
(Hanau am Main, Germany) 

Baker. FBI No. 2158. Vot 6: 237 
, PUte 40, fig. 9 and Plate 41, kg. 9 
LOCAL NAMES. Same as fo* little SdnL 
taz. House Sparrow -f ; length c. 15 cm. (6 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS, A diminutjvx wadcT, very similar to Little Stint 
but greyer brown and lea mottled above; less pearly while below, with 
the breast light brownish gre>*. Sexes alike. Superficially a miniature of 
Common Sandpiper (401); almost Identical 5n plumage and 1^ colour. 
Distingutshed from Little Stint (416) by pure.ttA/fr outer taiJ-fcaihcrs (p. 
jmolO' brown), and elive-’ireen legs (p. blackish). Narrow whitish wing-bar 
as in 416, but no white stripes on back. 
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In summer plumage, often partially acquired before emigration, 
upperparts darker with the edges of the- feathers slightly rufous; breast 
light sandy brown with small dark spots. 

CTATUs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Moix inland freshwater-haunting than 
416. Winter visitor to the entire subcontinent including Nepal. Also Ceylon, 
Andaman, Laccadive and Maldivc islands. Affects freshwater maolics inland 
as well as tidal mudflats and coastal lagoons. 



Breeding range Winter 


Exlralimital. ‘ Breeds from N. Norway cast to the Chukchi Peninsula 
but not north ©flat. 72® at llic mouth of the Ycniscy, nor north of 76* on 
the Taim>T Peninsula; Kolguev and Vaigach Is.; exact southern limits not 
determined, but extends into the “Alpine zone “ of N. Europe and Ajia. 
Migrates through Europe and Asia and winters in the Mediterranean 
region, NE, Africa, Iraq, Persia, India, Ceylon, Burma, Malay Peninsub, 
China, and Japan ’ (Ptten). 

MIGRATION. No ringing data. See remarks under C. minuta which pre- 
sumably apply equally to this spedes, the two being often confused by 
obscr^xrs. Passes through S. Tibet on autumn migration in Septrmber- 
Ociobcr and on spring migration in’April (Ludlow, Jbu 1928; 224). As 
late as mid May Maclarcn found it very abundant, in parlies and flocks of 
4 to 400, around the shores of Hram Tso (c. 4500 m.) and Kahi Tso (e. 
4400 m.) in S. Tibet. A single exhausted bird, c\4dcniJy on rnigration, was 
obscrv’cd by Kingston on the Rongbuk Glacier in the Everest region (e. 
5200 m.} on 23 May (JBNHS 32: 32S). 

GENERAL HAsm. Vcty Similar to Uttle Stint (416), often keeping in 
mixed flocks with it and with other small waders. Found on tlic sea coast 
as well as at inland jhccls and marshes, contra Tjcchursl’s opinion (JBNHS 
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34; 487) that it is a purely ^xcsh^^'atc^ species differing in this respect from 
little Stint which affects both fresh and salt water. When flushed, shoots 
straight up in the air rather like snipe, with a different note to little 
Stint's. 

FOOD. Same as 416 — chiefly tiny molluscs, crustaceans, worms, and 
insects, 

VOICE and calls. Flushing note a high-pitched trilling twitter appred- 
• ably different from the icit-ivit-wit of Little Stint. A beautiful trilling song 
in butterfly-like hovering flight on its arctic breeding grounds. 

BREEDING. Extralimitah 


Museum Diacnoso. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. dL; for details 
of plumage phases and morphology (aUo bionomia), Witherby, 1940, 4; 251-5. 

StEAStTREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tall 

(from feathers) 

eft? 90-100 16-18 - 16-18 38-49 mm. 

9 9 92-103 16-20 — — 

(Witherby) 

399 collected in Gujarat give 

(from skull) 

98-103 21-24 19-20 48-52 mm. 

50 c5’ 9 (N. Bihar — December) W'ing 90-1 04 mm. (aver. 95*8); weight 15-25 gm. 
(aver. 19-0). (SA) 

COLOURS OF ZfjKZ PARTS. Iris bfovm. BUI black. Legs and feet oUve-green or 
yellowish olive. 


" 418. Ixmgtoed Stint* Calidris subna/tata (Middendorff) 

Tringa xubminuta Middendorff, 1853, Rose Nord- und OsL Stberien 2, Th. 2 : 222, 
pi. 19, f. 6 (Western slopes of the Stano\’oi Mountains and mouth of the Udi) 
Baker, FBI No. 2157. Vol. 6: 236 

Plate 40, £ig. 10 
✓ 

LOCAL KASiES. Nonc recoidcd, 

SIZE. Same as Little Stint; House Sparrow' 4-5 length c. 15 cm. (6 in.). 
FIELD CHARACTERS. A diminutive wader, very like Little Stint (416), 
also xvith outer tdl-feathcrs gre^'ish brown {v. white in Tcmminck’s) and 
not distinguishable from it srilh certainty unless in the hand (see Museum 
Diagnosis). In winter very dark almost black crow'll and much darker 
motilings on the back arc usually suggestive pointers. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. \Mntcr NTsitor. Spedmens collected in 
Nepal, Assam, Bangladesh, Bihar, Andaman Is., Clcylon and Maldivc Is- 
Probably regular and less imcommon than suppled, but ov'crlooked due to 
difficult)' in field discrimination from Little Stint. Around 1878 Hume found 
the two to be brought in about equal number to the Calcutta bird market. 
However, of birds caught recently in N. Bihar for ringing, the proportion was 
34 Little Stints: 109 Tcmnunck’s: 2 Longioed (P. V. George, JBNHS 62: 302). 


Calidris sabminaia 



Exuclimital. ‘ Breeds in E. Siberia south to Kamchatka and on the 
Commander and Kurile Is., perhaps also on Sakhalin. Migrates through 
China and Japan and winters in E. India, Burma, Malay Peninsula, Simda 
Is., and the Philippines * (Peters). 

incRATiON. No ringing or other specific data. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Kccps in mixcd fiocks with 
Little and Tcmminck’s Stints on inland marshes as well as tidal mudflats. 
Nothing recorded as different from the other stints. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Musrtm DtACSOsn. Upperparts darker than in C. rmnula in winter due to the 
darx ccnircs of the feaihers co\'ering a larger area; tail-feathers darker brown; a 
well-defined grey-streaked pectoral gorgcL Toes noticeably longer and slenderer: 
middle loc 22-25 mm. (r. under 20 mm. in the other two stiflts). Middle toe with 
ciavr longer than tarsus (r. more or less equal); hind toe longer — 5 to 6 mm. c. 3 
to 4 mm. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

■ MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

tf9 87-95 17-19 r, 20-21 34-36 mm. 

(Baker) 

Weight 17 (J 5 (autumn/winter) 16-23 (av. 19-9) gm. — BXHS. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, ' Iru bfown. BUI olive-brown to blackish, paler at the 
base of the lower mandible, tegs and feel pale olive-)-tUow to pale brown * (Baker). 
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• 419. Asian Pectoral or Sharptailed Sandpiper. Calidris aaordnata 
(Honfield) 


Tetanus eeuminelUiHonfic]d, 1821, Tram. tinn. Soc. London 13(1): 192 (Java) 
Baker, FBI No. 2159, Voh 6: 239 
Plate 40, fig. if 

u/caL names. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Grey Quail ±; length c. 22 cm. (81- in.). 

F1EIJ3 CHARACTERS. Rcscmblcs f.ittic Sunt and Dunlin but is somewhat 
larger. In winter chin, throat, and aWomcn while; forcncck and breast 
pale brownish grey with small dark streaks or spots. On a good view, in 
flight, the pointed white-edged tail-feathers should be suggestive. 

Summer plumage much darker; upper breast tinged with rufom; 
dark spots on breast broader, often taking the form ofangulaic ban, extend- 
ing to the flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare vagrant in winter. Recorded 
by Col. A. E. ^Va^d in 1907 as * a very rare visitor * to Kashmir (JBNHS 
1 7 : 946) but not found there since. J. Biddulph shot a specimen in Gilgil on 
I Augtist, 1880 (SF 10; 276) and ^V. IV. A, Phillips one in Ceylon more 
recently — 18 Scpiember 1955 (S2 28(2): 183). These arc the only records 
within our limits. It is possible that some are lost for want of critical 
examination. 

ExtraUmital. ‘ Breeds on the Chukchi Peninsula [NE. Siberia]. Migrates 
through E. Asia; winters in the eastern part of the Malay ^\rchipclago, 
New Guinea, Australia, and some of the S. Pacific islands * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALi^. The Gilgit specimen was 
flying about with a number of Ruff {PhUomackus pugnax). The Ceylon 
example was feeding wTth Curlew-Sandpipers {Calidris tesiacra). Wood and 
Marsh Sandpipers (Tringa glareola and T. stagnalilis)^ Terek Sandpipers 
(Tl lerek) and Broadbilled Sandpipers {IJrmcola Jalcinellits) in shallow water 
in the bed of a coastal lagoon. 

■brtedinc. ExtraUmital. 

5fusEUM Diagnosis. In the hand the best point of distinciion is the tail-frathcis, 
ell of which arc pointed or acuminate in this species, whereas in the rather similar 
Dunlin (420) only the central ones arc pointed. The latter, moreerver, has a slightly 
dow-ncurved bill. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. dL; for details of plumage 
phases and morphology (also bionomics), Witherby, 1940, 4: 263-5. 

StFASURESfENTS 


^Vmg BOl Tarsus TaH 

(from feathers} 

<rd' 127-139 23-27 ‘ 27-31 45-58 mm. 

9 9 124-133 23-29 — ' — 


(Witherby) 

The Ccslon specimen ( 9 ) measured 

124 25 29 50 mm. 

Middle toe with claw 28 mm. (Phillips) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark browTi, Bill black, base below brownish. Feet 
fad.) dull green-slate, (jin'.) dirt)- (greyish) ochraccous (\Vitherby). 

‘ Iris dark brown ; cyriids greyish while; bill dark greenish lead with the lower 
mandible lighter towards the base; legs and feet bright green with a yellowish tinge* 
(Phillips), 
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420,421. Dualin. Calidris alpina olpirji (Linnaeus) 

Tringa alpina Linnaetc, 1758, SpL Nat., cd. 10, 1: 149 (Lapland) 

Erolia clpins cenlralis Buturlin, 1932, Alauda (2), 4; 265 (Yakutsk, eastern Siberia) 
Baker, FBI No. 2161, Vol. 6: 241 
Plate 40, fig. 14 and Plate 41, fig. € 

LOCAL NAsiES. Not rccordcd. 

SIZE. Grey Quail — ; length c. 19 cm. (7i in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Essentially maritime. In winter confusingly 
like Cu^lc^v-Sandpipcr (422) but with the bill slightly less downcurv'cd neaF 
the end: ahovt, grcjdsh brown sriih a good deal of fine dark mottling; below, 
while, svith a diffuse greyish-streaked band across breast. Sexes alike. 

In flight the whitish sring-bar, ns in Curlcsv-Sandpiper, conspicuous; 
differentiated from it with certainly only by the bleuhish {contra while) upper 



T«il, X r. I 


laiI-co%’crts. At rest among a mixed flock of small waders, characteristic 
rounded or * hunched-up’ profile su^cstive of Dunlin, 

Summer plumage diagnostic; cbote, chiefly black, boldly scalloped srith 
bright de^ rufous or chetnut; below, white, with centre of breastand abdo- 
men blaclL Remnants of this plumage frequently seen among the earlier 
immigrants in autumn; fresh summer plumage donned partially or fully 
before departure in April and blay. 

FTATus, DBTRi BU T T ON an(^ HABITAT. Common and abundant winter 
visitor to the seaboard of 4V'cst Pakistan (Makran and Sind coasts) and 
NW. India (Kutch, Saurashtra — Gujarat). Sparsely inland, as occasional 
winter visitor or passage migrant, throughout northern and peninsular 
India firom Kashmir to Kerala, and cast to Assam; also both Pakistans, 
and Nepal. Uncommon cast of Bihar, and a straggler ‘south of central 
coastal hlaharashtra and the Deccan. Not recorded in C^ion or Andaman 
Is. though spedmens have been collected in the Maldives where it is * prob- ' 
'ably a regular winter visitor in small numbers * (Phillips, JBNHS GO; 575). 
Affects the seashore, tidal mudflats and creeks, river banks, flooded fidds, 
etc. in assodation with other waders. 
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CaSiris eJpxa 



Exircli’rrilai, ‘ Breeds in Iceland, the Faeroes, and in Europe and Asia 
from I'l’. Scandlnasaa to the Valmal Peninsula; Kolguev and Vaigach Is. 
northern Xos'a Zcml^a and Spitzbergen; southern breeding limits south to 
Pslos-, the upper 'V'biga and the lower Ob. Winters in the Mediterranean 
region, NE. AlHca and SW. Asia ’ (Peters). 

sncRATiotr. Iso ringing data.*Adidt3 in ss'om breeding dress arrive in 
W. Paiistan (Karachi harbour) [also on the Gujarat coast] in the first daj-s 
of August; young birds later. The inaj’ority depart in the second or third 
ueeJt of hlay (latest 5 June). Odd birds oversummer, uniiltc most ssaders, 
in summer dress (Ticehurst, /fir 1924: 111). , ’ 

CEXERAt, HAarrs. Keeps in flocls, often mi.ced svith Curlesv-Sandpipers, 
stints, sand plos-rrs and other small uaders. The birds scatter to feed on the 
seashore or mudflats at low tide, running about and probing uith their 
btlls into the soft mud. On alarm the flock rises more or less simultaneously 
and flics offin packed formation — the dificrcnt,specics sometimes brcnkiiti^ 
up into smaller bands of their own — turning, tsvisting and banking in tltc 
air at great speed, their svhite undirvdes fj^ishtng in the distance from tinic 
to time. .At high tvater the feverish activity- slackens; the birds bunch-up 
on dry ground uniting for the ebb to resume feeding. 

FOOD. Molluscs, crustaceans, worms, sandhoppers, chlronomid larvae 
and other insects; occasionally some seeds. A large quanuty of gritty sand 
commonly'found in stomachs, together with brownish mucous-like matter. 

VOICE and cales. Ordinary call in winter a prolonged rather shrill 
Ist-ff or torr-avf-el especially when taking wing. A soft purring sound pro- 
duced by a flock while feeding or alighting has been described. In breeding 
s See.Vppendia 
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season male dch'vers a rich trilling song in fluttering switchback flight, or 
from an exposed perch, over or near the nesting place. 

BREEDtxG. Kctralimital. dresm, June-July. Aksf, a neat cup at base of 
grass tussock on damp ground, near water. £^j, 4. 

Mtsrmt Dugboss. See Key. For description of plumage Baker, loc. ciu- for 
- details of structure (and bionomica) ISItherby 1940, 4 : 232-40. ' 

• Spring moult begins earij- in April, and by the third week is wtU on- 
It mvolva most of the body feathers, not the wings and as a rule not the tail As fa 
most wadca the mala are always in advance of the fcmalo ■ (Ticehurst). 

MEAsuazsizras of buds collected in our area in winter: 

"’ing Bill Tarsus 

(&om feathers) 

29-3S 24-27 

34-39 25-27 

(horn skull) 

40-41 25-28 


Tail 


Sind 22 o’d’ 112-121 
18 ev 116-123 


— mm. 

— mm. 
Cncchursl) 
47—53 mm. 

(S.A) 


Gujarat 2 p P 120-124 

kS’aght 20 5 S (autumn/wintcr) 34-57 (av. 44-1) gm. — BXHS. 

co^uits or BABE PARTS. Iris haze! or dark brown. BHI. legs, and feet black. 

It b possible that some of the dunlitvs winlerins in eastern India may belong to tho 
race CdiAit cl/far rmfrclii Buturlin (421), described as having more white on the 
outer webs of the imser primaries. However, toUrciu b an intciroedlate (elina)) 
form between die nonunalc w-cstem race o/pfao and the sonsewhat larger eastern 
C. e. salfia/iM (ATeillot). Iij winter plumage saHelfae itself b doubtfuHy separable 
finm a/pno though the reduction in its breast streaking b evidently dbcemible and 
the outer webs of the inner primaries are somewhat more broadly bordered with 
white on an average. C. c. zefaelmo breeds fa NE. Siberia and it b likely that the 
hir^ winttOTg in Assain, E. PaHsian, and Bengal belong to that race, or approaching 
It (‘ crUrc/u '), though in winter plumage allsxadon with certainty is impassible. 
Harlcrt (k^Og: pal. Fauria: 1577) giva the measurement ofratlr/reo as: 

Wing o’er 177-123, rarely 125, mostly 119-121 mm.; 99 120-126, escepdonally 
up to 130 mm. Bill (from feathers) o'O’ 31-3-35r8,- 9 9 34-42 ram. Tarsia d’d’ 
25-27-5: 9 9 25-28 (29) mm. ° 


422. Ctarlew-Sazidpiper, Cclidris Ustncca (Pallas) 

Sahfex bitscca Pallas, 1764, fa Vroeg’s Cat. Adumhr.: 5 (Holland) 

Baker, FBI No. 2160. Vol. 6; 240 
, PUte 40, fig. 1$ and Plate 41, fig. 2 

LOCAE tsAsrzs. None recorded. 
stcE. Ehmlin±;Icngthe. 20an. (8 m.). 

FTEED atAEACTERs. All essentially' maritime species. In winter very' 
like Dunlin (420) and^ easily confused with it: aborr, greyish brown with a 
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mottling; felea-, white, with the breast streaked and 
washed wiA brown. WTien at rest or feeding in a mixed flock with Dunlin 
Its shghtly larger size, longer 1<^, and similarlv downcurvTd but somewhat 
slradcrrr bill are suggotive poinien. In flight ditfeiTutiated from Dunlin 
WTth certainty' only by its uA./r (ccnlra blackish) upper lail-coverts. 



Summer plutnage tnmpletcly difi-ereni from Dunlin’s and diasmosric 
mamly .^estnut and rich rufo.is, above and below. As in Dunlin nSnani 
\t comrnonlj- seen among the earlier immigrant, in autumr 

'i’c chatnui dress before departure fo 
Die brtctsmg grounds in spring. ^ 

s^T^ DtrntmtmoN' and habitat. Common irinter visitor to the enur 
seaboard of Wot Pakistan and Indix Doubtless also in East Pakistan sine 
It «eun in the bur.derban, of \V. Bengal Also Ceyioo the Maldivr 
And^. and NTcobar Is. In small num^ inland « vri'tm 
ar.d,o. passage migrant. Not recorded in Nepal. AfTccis the seashore. Udj 
mud&3 and meefa. salt-pans, squelehy paddy-fields and marsha.^tc. i 
asvooauco with other waders. 

’Br^s in iV .Asia at the mouth of the Yenisey, in W 
TaimyT, Cape Eob^oi Baranov' and on the New Siberian Is. On^grado, 
^r. throughout Europe and Asia; winter, in Africa, Madagasear.^dfa 
Burma, Malay Archipelago, and Australia ’ (Peters). 

i«oitATio.v. No rmging data.' Adulo in worn breeding dress, often sti] 
m prcrs. arnve on Ac MaW, Sind, and Gujarat eoasl r^^ly a, Z 
last^yr of July or fine week ,n August; juveniles (according to Ttcehurst 
m the Erst d^of SytemW. Most buds have departed by end April 
many m S <J«s linger on ul! r. mid May aeeumulating enoniou 

quanuna of body fat; yet other, (in non-breeding plumage) mersumme 
on our shores, 

oorcxu. i^rrs and rt»D. Similar to Dunhn, q.v. Keeps in lai» 
flocks often of several hundred strong, usually mixed with stints, dunUm 
sand plovers, and other waders. 

voto: a-nd cAua. Not authentically recorded in India, the fact of it 
keeping in mixed flocks making it diSculi to bolate the calls of the varioiz 
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Caliins lesiacea 



Breeding range 


'Vinter 


spedeSw According to Baker * in inter it has a tmttcring call as 'veil as a 
rathta- shrill single note 

BRE£Di\' 0 . Extralinxital. More or less similar to Dunlin. 

Meixw DiACSOsa, Somcs'hai larger sire (cf. hfeasurrments) and ttfiiu upper 
Uil-co'‘«Tts datinguish it from the s'er>’ similar Dunlin in winter. The breeding 
plumages of the two are diagnostic {see Fidd CSiaractcrs); for detailed dcacxipdon 
sec Baker, loc. dt., and ^^’ithcTby, 1940, 4; 242-4. 

aifcslt. Id aduJb, moult of body fatben from the worn breeding plumage 
commences about the Erst week in August. Spring moult tnkes place in March and 
April and by’ mhl April a wdl advanced. Mart birds hare acquired fall summer 
dres by the third wtdt of April (Ticthxint^. 
vzAifaiaiEvry orbtrxis collected in our area in winter: 

\S*ing Bill Tanus Tail 

124-137 37-44 28-31 43-52-mm. 

130-134 41-45 30-32 47-52 mm. 

(ffocisiun) (CBT. HIV, SA) 

Weight 20 3 2 (winterl 3&-53 (av. 45'5) gnu — BNHS. 

coiovM or bjoik rARTS. Fris brown. BtH black. Legs and feet grt>-nh plumbeous 
to black. 


o’ a 
99 


Cenus E t? R Y N o R H Y N c H us Nihion 
NHsson, 1S2J, Om, SvYeica 2: 29. T> 7 >e, by 

gfisrrs Nllsaon »■ PUialea linsaeus 

Ceoia unique and readily dhtinguhhed fro.m all others b>’ the renurlable shape 
of the bin which terminates in a flat quadriUteral disc cr spatula, bluntly angulate 
a: each tide and at the end* Ban! portiert of btTl depressed thrwshcuf m I'th beighi 
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ftsd breadth about equaL Nostrils caall and placed quite at the base. Other 
characters as in CeltdriSf q.v. 

Contains a single eastern Falaearctic species. 

423. Spoonbflied Sandpiper. EwyrUrrhynchm pjgmatus (Linnaeus) 
Platalea pygrncta lannaem, 1758, Syst. Nat, cd. 10, 1 : 140 
(in Suxinami — eastern Asia) 

Baker, FBI No. 2154, VoL 6: 232 
Plate 40, fig. 18 
lOGAt NAUts. None recorded. 

SIZE. Little Stint length c, 17 cm. (6| in.). 

FELD CHARACTERS. A Small stint-Iikc YkTider with a unique spatula* 
shaped bill. Winter plumage largely white, witli dark-shafted pale 
greyish brown upperparts (including crown). 
Rump and upper t^-coverts dark bro\%’n in tlic 
middle, white at the sides. Middle rcctriccs dark 
brown, outer rectrices paler, wth white edges and 
shaft-stripes. 

Summer (breeding). Above' blackish, the 
feathers fringed with rufous. Below, forencck and 
breast deep fem^nous spotted with dark brown; rest white. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABrTAT. Very rare winter \'isUor to West 
Bengal, Assam, and East Pakistan. Up till Jcidon’s time, c. 1854, it had only 
been recorded at the mouths of the Ganges [Sunderbans] and on the coast 
of Chittagong. Hume only found a single example brought to the Calcutta 
bird market in the course of his frequent visits there over se\'cral years 
(c. 1877). Since then Baker records t^s•o obtained in the Sibsagar district 



Breeding range Winter 



of Assam by a hlr Edens, and one by himself in the Mcghna Simdcrbans 
(E. Paldstan). No specimens appear to have been taken within our limits 
during the last 50 years or so, but one sight-recorded in Sri Lanka (Bundala), 
Jan. 1978 (CBCN, Feb. 1978:7). It is rare also in Burma in ■winter, but 
apparaitly less infrequent. 

Extralimital. * Coast of NE. Siberia, west to Vankarem Bay on the north 
coast of the Chukotski Peninsula and south to southern Koryakland (to 
Korfa Bay, 166®E. long.). Migrates through the Kuriles, Sakhalin, Japan, 
Korea, and along the coast of China to winter from S. China to Hainan and 
the Indochinese countries, and rarely to Assam and Bengal; has n-andered 
to NW. Alaska * (\'’aurie). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Has bccn found indiridually 
or very sparsely in large mixed Hocks of stints and other small waders amongst 
which it tends to get overlooked. Runs about and feeds with them, and like 
them, on tidal mudflats etc. 'fhe stomach of tlic specimen shot by Baker 
contained minute red crabs ‘ The only note it uttered was a shrill wheel, 
wheel as it rose.' 

[For a very full accoimt of the morphology, bionomics, and breeding 
biology of the Spoonbillcd Sandpiper in NE. Siberia see Porlcnko, A. L., 
\957,Jounwl fur Ornitholo^e, 98(4): 454-66.] 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 


Museum Diagnosis. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Sec under Genus; for details of pUuuagc Baker, loc. dt. 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from feathers) 


14 (fc? ad. 

9 $ 9 ad. 


Breadth of* spoon *: 


95-3-102-4 
(av. 98-9) 
95-5-103-5 
(av. 99-9) 

/ 

\ 8 


99 


19-6-22-3 

(av.21-2) 

21 -.7-24 
(av. 22-8) 
ad. 10- 1-^11-? 
ad. 10-7-11-6 


20'I-21*8 mm. 
(av. 20:9) 
20-4-22*4 mm. 
(av. 21-6) 

(av. 10*7) mm. 

(av. 11-11 mm. 
(Porlrnko) 


Tail: 3 J'o' 37-39 mm. (Hartcrt). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs, and feet black. 


Genus Lisiicola Koch 


Umcola Koch, 1816, S)'si. baier. Zook: 316. T>t>c, by monotypy, Kumenius pygmaevs 
Bcchstein (not of Latham) — Scolopax falcinellus Pontoppidan 
Differs from Cdidris in its bill, which U soft and flexible (wth hard tip), slightly 
downcurved near end, s\vollcn at base and depressed and broad. Nostrils small, 
placed in a groove near base. Tail short and nearly square, the central rcctriccs a 
little longer and pointed. Wing long and pointed, wtb first primary (as.) longest. 
Tarsus and toes as in Cedidris', hind locsvcU developed. 

The genus contains a single Palacarctic spcdcs. 


Limicola falcinellus (Pontoppidan) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Upperparts less brightly coloured rufous in breeding plumage. ..... 

. . L,f. feleineUus 

Upperparts more brightly coloured rufous in breeding plumage. . . . 
" L.f. sibiriea 
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424. Broadfailled Sandpiper. Lmdeola falcinellus falcinellus (Pontoppic 
Scclcpas Falcinellus Pontoppidan, 1763, Damt Atlaa 1: 623, pL 25 (No loa 
Siadandia a Orn. Boreal. : 49 = Denmark) 

Baker, FBI No. 2163, VoL 6: 245 
Plate 40, fig. 16 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SEE. Grey QuaB ±; length c. 17 cm. (6J in.). 

Very Uke DunUn (420) and Curlew-Sandpiper (‘ 
« simi ar slightly downcurved bill, and confusable with both. In w i n 
a 03f, -mottirf greyish brmvn; below, white, sparsely streaked on br< 

rectrices brown as in Dunlin £ 
wh ch doubtfully disunguishable in flight. At rest the long whitbh su 
I m (not meeting across forehead), and blackish patch on wng-shou 
are suggesuve pointers. On a fairly close view the somewhat smaller ; 
snorter legs more marked spotting of the checks and breast help fur 

to disunguish It from DunUn. 

In suminer (breeding plumage) a smaller but passable repUa 
colorauon and pattern of the Jack Snipe (410), q.v. This dress domied be 
eparture m May, the buds then looking nearly black on the ground 
unmistakable even at a distance. , 


habitat. Winter visitor to the seaboard of 
the \ India, Ceylon, Andaman, and Nicobar Is. Common on 

nuu coasts. Perhaps commoner than the records suggest 

• 1 1 ° ■dcntification. Recorded less commonly from 

n oca itics in Baluchistan, Delhi, Bihar, and elsewhere — ^presumably 
cn passage. Affects the coastUnc, tidal mudflats, muddy creeks and brackish 

lag«m and sandbanks in large rivci^. ' ' ' 

‘ Breeds in Nonvay, Sweden, Lapland, Finland, N. Russia 
^ ^ Hie Ycniscy and perhaps further, exact northern and 

in^O Imown, but not extending into the tundra; breeds also 

I- ^**8 (lick River), in Turgai (upper Irgiz) and in the forest steppe 
P . Winters south to the Mediterranean, Black, Caspian, and 

i>cas, Persian Gulf and western India ’ (Peters). 

data. According to C. B. Ticchurst {Ibis 
la t 6) adults in worn breeding dress arrive on the Sind coast in the 
e J^Yi their numbers increasing in the first week of August. At 

” , ^ 5^ usually in pain, the female stiU showing remains of incubation 
^ cs. Immature bir^ arrive about a month later, in the last -week of 
ugust or the first in September, and join up •with flocks of other waders, 
n ^^y ^^^y most biri have donned 'breeding dress, s^regated out in 
become very fat. By the third week of May most have 
grated, leaving a few non-bfeeding birds behind to o%*crsuramcr. On the 
Goromandd coast the influx is heaviest Scpt./Oct. 
general habits. Not apprcriably diflferent fi:um other sandpipen and 

* ts. An impression that needs confirming is that species obtains its 


E. inseparable in winter plumaje, and the vrsitora to coastal W. Bengal and 

s. - ,i may brfong to the eastern race, sihri^ {425). Specimens taken in Ceylon have 

“"mrer, been cnnBrtned as of the nominate race. 
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food by ‘ picking ’ from tbe sutlace like (iimmon Sandpiper, and not by 
probing its bill into tbe soft mud like Dunlin or Snipe. 

FOOD. Molluscs, worms, tiny gastropods, and insects; abo a small 

quantity of seeds. . - , , 

VOICE and caels. A twittering flushing note, similar to Temmmeks 
Stint’s, is the only call recorded in winter. On its breeding grounds a harsh 
trill abo rather similar to that of Temminck’s Stint. 

BREEnmc. Extralimital. 

MOSEOH DtACNOsts, For detaib of plumage see Baker, loc. etb; for docription 
of plumage phases and morphology (abo bionomics), Wlherby, 1910, 4: 290-3. 

Moult from worn breeding dress into winter plumage (body moult) begins on 
arrival in winter quarters about first week in August; in immature birds (of the year) 
about a month later. Jowards end February moult into breeding pluinage again 
cCTnmcDCCs; it is well adsanced by early April, and nearly complete b)- the end of 
that month. Exodus starts in early May; by the third week most birdtlmt e departed 
(Ticchurst). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bfll Taxjia T^ 

w (from feathers) 

^9 101-113 SO-'SS 20-23 3S-42 mm. 

Weirht 23 cJ $ (autumn/w'inicx) 26-40 (av. 32*23) gm. — BNHS. 

ooitJURS or BARE PARTS. IHs dark brovm. BUI homy black or brown, singly 
tinged with olive-gTccn, Legs \-rrY dark lead (ad.); dark yrllowiih olive { 2 ^xv.). 
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425. Eastern Broadbilled Sandpiper. Umuolc folcvulUis iibima JDresser 

LietiaU tiiirica Dresser, 1876, IVoc. ZooL Soc. London: 674 (Siberia and Cbma) 
Baker, FBI No. 2164, VoL 6: 246 
LocAX. NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

82ZZ. Same as 424; c, 17 cm. {6} in.). 

HELD CBARACTEBS. In VT i n t c T plumagc indisdngmshable from 424, q.v. 
Summer (br eed ing). More rufous and spotted and streaked than 424. 
Sec Museiun Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoK and HABITAT. WintCT visjtor to the seaboard of 
W. Bengal and East Pakistan as it is commonly in Burma. O^ing to difficult}’ 
of idcntilyiDg the races in winter plumage, the range of sibirica %vithin our 
area is somewhat obscure. 

Extrelirntal, * Breeding range imkno^\'n but presumably N. Siberia 
cast of the Ycniscy. Winters from Formosa (rarely) and SE. China (a few), 
and Hainan, south to the Indochinese coimtries, coast of eastern India, 
and Sundas to Australia * (Vaurie). 

GENERAL HABtTE, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Samc as 424. 

SREEDiNo; Extralimi^. 

Museum Diaonosq. In summer plumage differs from nominate race (424) in 
having the upperparts much more rufous, each feather boldly spotted and streaked 
>vith bright rufous. 

MEASUREMENTS and cx}LOURS OF BARE PARTS. Same as 424. 

Genus Trynoites Cabanis 

Tr^giles Cabanis, 1856 (1857), Jour. f. Om. 4: 418. Type, by original designation, 
Tringa rvfuuns Vicillot = Tringa subrvfitoUis Vieillot 
Very close to Calidris. EasOy rccogniEed by small black spots on inner webs 
of primaries. Bill much longer than tarsus, straight, hard, not flexible. Sides of tail 
not emarpnated; middle rectriccs much longer than rest. Male larger than female. 
Summer and winter plumages more or less alike. 

Contains a single Palaearctic species. 


425a. 'Bufinbreasted Sandpiper. Tiyn^tes subruficoUis (Vicillot) 
Tringa stibnijicollis Vieillot, 1819, Nouv, Diet. Hist. Nat. 34: 465 (Paraguay) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

SIZE, Common Sandpiper length 9 e. 18 cm., ^ c. 20 cm. (7-8 in.). 

FIELD charactters. Stocklcr than Common Sandpiper wth shorter 
bill and noticeably rounded head. Abovt^ blackish wth the feathers pro- 
minently bordered \rith buff (‘ scalloped ’) like Ruff in printer plumagc. 
Rump uniformly dark-coloured without contrasting pattern. BeloWf buff, 
including throat and sides of face. Sexes alike. 

Frequents upland fields (dry open groi^nd) as well as seashores. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Accidental vagrant. A solitary 
specimen collected in Ceylon at Kalamctiya Lagoon on 5.iii.l960 {Lorn 
8(5): 330-1); another sight-recorded Trincomalee, Nov. 1974 (GBCN). 

Extrclimital ‘ Breeds on the arctic coast of N. America from Alaska to 
Mackenzie. Migrates chiefly through the interior of N. and S. America 
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confused with Redshanks in distance. In flight a narrow white wing-bar, 
the dark rump and tail ivith a white patch on either side at its base, are 
suggestive pointers. 

In s u m m e r plumage, Ruff ((ji) extremely variable with much black, 
while, purple, chestnut, and buff in plumagc, and with a peculiar erectile 
shield-like ruff and car-tufts of stiff, curled feathers. Face bare, covered with 
small fleshy papillae of bright yellow or pale pink. Remnants of breeding 1 
plumage occasionally seen on arrival in India. Reeve ( 9 ) as in Avintcr, 
but blacker above, and sometimes wth black linear spots or broken bars 
on pale fulvous breast — reminiscent of pattern in bustard-quail. 

STATUS, DiSTRiDimoN and HABITAT. Winter visitor to’both Pakistans and 
all India including Kashmir, Nepal, Assam and Manipur. Also Ceylon and 
Mftidivc Is. In some areas (c,g. Nepal) merely an autumn and/or spring 
passage migrant, in others (c.g. Sind) partly winter visitor and partly passage >. 
migrant. Curiously not recorded from the Andaman and Nicobar Is, 


FhUomechus pugnax 



Affects tidal mudflats and estuaries, and inundation manhes, and squelchy 
Of wet paddy stubbles and fallows inland. 

Extrcllrritc!. ‘ Breeds in N. Europe and Asia from Nordkapp cast across 
the tundra to the KoI>*ma (including Kolguev and Vaigach Is.) south to 
eastern England (formerly), Belgium, Ba\*aria, Hungarj-, steppes of S, 
Rusria and W. Siberia (north of lat, 50*N.), Minussimk, and the upper 
Amur. \Vinten in Africa south to Cape Pnn-ince, India, Assam, and Burma, 
rarely to China* (Peters). Has occurred casually on the eastern Atlanric 
islands, N. America, and the Lesser AnUlIes. For greater details of distribu- 
dOTi »ec Vaurie, 19^, 2: 405-6. 
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and winters in some part of southern Argentina, blit winter concentration 
area not known * (Peters). Occasionally wanders into the Palaearctic Region. 

Museum Diag.sosb, Distinguished b>’ pink-buff underparts and by inner webs 
of primaries and secondaria being freckled with black, and short, slender bill. For 
description of structure, plumagc phases, etc. sec %\nihcrby, 1940, 4: 287-90. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

129-138 20-23 29-33 54-60 ram. 

9 9 124^129 18-21 ' — — 

(Witherby) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. IHs dark bfown. Bill black. Legs and feet dull orange. 

Genus Philomachus Mcrrcm 

Pkilomachiis Anonymous = Mcrrem, 1804, Allg. Lit. 2^inmg 2(168): col. 542 
.Type, by monotypy, Tringa pugnax Linnaeus 

Bill moderately long, straight, flexible; both mandibles grooved o\‘cr the greater 
part of their length. Nostrils linear placed in the groove close to base of upper man- 
dible. Wing long and pointed; first primar}* (as.) longest; inner secondaries length- 
ened. Tail rather short and rounded; taiI-co\*erti very long. Tarsus longer than bill 
from gape, with transverse shields in front and behind. Hind toe moderate; outer 
and middle toe connected by a web; web between inner and middle toe obsolete. 

Male promiscuously polygynous (?) and considerably larger than female. In 
breeding season he assumes a niff of long /cathers extending from nape down each 
side of neck and showing extraordinary variation in colour, transforming his ap- 
pearance completely. 

The genus contains a single Palaearctic species. 

426. KtsflT. Philomachus pugnax (Linnaeus) 

Tringa Pvgnax Unnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat, ed. 10, 1 : 148 
(in Europa minus boreali =» Southern Sweden) 

'Baker, FBI No. 2152, Vol. 6: 228 
Plate 43, fig. 12 and Plate 44, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES. Gehwola, Bdgbdd (Hindi); Gtowala (Bengal). 

SIZE, c? (Ruff) c. Grey Partridge, 9 (Reeve) Grey Quail -f; length 
cf c. 31 cm. (12 in.), 9 c. 25 cm. (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. In Winter plumagc a rather dumpy greyish 
brown wader with bold blackish scaly-patterned upperparts and relatively 
short sandpiper-like bill. Rcd-le^ed birds on • the ground liable to be 
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MIGRATION. Arrives in West Pakistan (Sind) and NW, India (Kutch, 
Saurasblra, Rajasthan) in first week August (some as early as tlie !mi da>-s 
of July), but autumn passage in bulk most general m September. Return 
migration commences in the last da}^ of February and early March, the 
male going in advance of the females. By mid April the majority have 
departed but odd birds linger on till May. Recoveries of rolls rmged in 
the Bhamtpur area of Rajasthan (c. 27“N., 77'E.) soon after the mass arrivals 
in autumn (September/October) indicate an interesting trend ol dispersal 
in the succeeding winter months. The movement hence is cvidcnUy in an 
ESE. direction, tlirough Uttar Pradesh, DUiar and \V. Bengal to East PakjS- 
tan, our farthest recovery in that direction being from Jessotc districl 
(c BS^SO'E.) — about 1250 km. distant from the place of ringing. 

All recoveries in spring (March/April) have been in a N\V. to N. direction 
in West Pakistan and beyond, the extralimltal ones being in the temtoncs 
of the U.S.S.R. bcisveen c. 60° and 90° E. long. Our northernmost record 
so far is from the neighbourhood of Noribk (c. 69°20'N., 88°13'E.) in the 
Krasnoyarsk region of W. Siberia— a straight-line map distance of some 
5000 kra. This bird was recovered on 8 June when presumably on its breed- 
ing grounds.* ... j 

OENERAI. HABITS. Gregorious; often in company with other svaders in 
parties of 5 to 8 or flocks up to 25 individual or so. Enormom concentra- 
tions of many thousands commonly collect in favourite feeding localiucs 
(e.g. the inundated fallows in Bharatpur, Rajasthan) on their first arrival 
in NIV India and before dispersing in smaller bands over the country. 
The espansive mudflats at the mouth of the Banas river in tlic Ijtfle Raim 
of Kutch is the scene of similar colossal aggregations prior to the nortlnvard 
migration in March. The tens of thousands of Ruff that gather here, along 
srith densely crowded ‘ acres ’ of other waders, present a spectacle tliat is 
truly phenomenal. Jostling flocks feed energetically in wet gra« fiel^ or 
inundated stubbles, picking up grass and weed seeds from the dry surface 
or probing for food in the squelchy mud syith the bill thrust in up to^e 
forehead and chin, sometimes with the licad completely submergra. "pie 
birds ' hedge-hop ’ from field to field in close-packed rabbles ; when pitching, 
the body axis is tilted to the vertical and the svings flapped rapidly in a 
vibratory action to check momentum. Largely a nocturnal ferfer, flocks 
flighting regularly to their feeding grounds around sunset. Flight strong 
and swift, with regular rapid wing-beats'. 

FOOD. Molluscs, crustaceans, insects, worms, and large quanUties 
sometimes almost exclusively — of vegetable matter: grass- and weed seeds, 
beirics, wild and culu'vated rice, etc. _ 

VOICE and calls. Very lilcnL A low rAark-rAark or plaintive tu-wAit 
occasionally cmiltcd on flushing. 

BREEDino. Extraflmital. RulT renowned for its fantastic spamng tourna- 
ments or courtship dispbyx A number of males in variegated oinamental 
plumages assemble at selected dry spots in marshes known as lets or 

* hill! *, each occupjing an adjacent * territory* of half a square metre or so. 
The neighbours posture threateningly with ruff and ear-tufa erected, lep 
flexed, head Iov%-ered and bUl pointing to the ground, and lunge and ult 
and leap up and down in the air and at one another. Physiologically mature 

• Ser Af^endii 
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reeves visit the ‘ hills ’ from time to time and apparently mate promis- 
cuously with the ruff of their choice. He taics no part in the nesting chores. 

Mcszmr Diaonosjs. See imder Genus. For details of phanage phases etc. see 
Wtherby, 1940, 4: 284-6. 

MkU. In ieeping with its other tmtisual features, the moult pattern is also unique. 
Between two breeding cydzs the male renews his body feathers not twice, as is 
normal with limicolines, but three times — twice on its breeding grounds and once 
in the srinter quarters. He emigrates in this second non-breeding plumage (prenup- 
^ to his breeding grounds, moulting quicUy into the ornamental nuptial dress 
alter arrival there. This nuptial dress is worn for about two months only. 

(For details of moults see Korlowa, E., 1956, .Jiwi- Jrer. 35: 1908-10 Russian, 

and Stresemann, E. & V., 1965, L'Oisaai, 35 (Special No.): 125-9 German.) 

uzAsuaacsrm ' 

Wmg Bin ‘ 
d’d' 173-190 30-36 

V 9 150-166 29-31 

(from feathers) - 
Wing 


Tarsus Tail 

46-50 78-89 mm. 

41—44 64—70 mm 

(Balcer) 
W'cight 


50 rj'd’ 181-194 mm. (av.J86'9) 
50 9 9 I49-I63 mm. (av. 156- 1) 

No overlap in the sexes. 


(early autuxrm) 
127-179 gm. (av. 150-9) 
81-118 gm. (av. 93-25) 
(SA) 


COLOOTS or BAM PASTS. Winter. Itis brown. Bill dart brown; particoloured iu 
some indhidualr — orange or salmon near base. Legs exceedingly variable: olive, 
pinlash oihe, jeDowish oHve, orange-olive, greyish olive, olh-e-plumbeous, greenish 
orange, bright orange, dull salmon-pinh, or salmon. 

Adults of both sexes irzitfy (but not invariably) have orange legs in aubunn 
(September/Octobcr), but leg coloration by itself is no criterion of age. Moulting 
of the primaries at that period, however, is an infallible indication of adulthood. 
Voung birds (be. those hatched in the same year) never have orange legs in 
September/October and they arrive in their Indian winter quarters with fi-eshly 
moulted wing-quills — in reality carrying their- 6rst generation of flight feathers 
which still look fresh at the time. 

MISCE14.AHE0US. Ranked ay- a semi-sporting bird and excellent for the 
table. Longevity : longest period between ringii^ and recovery of an individual 
in India 8 years 9 } months. 

Subfamily Phalaropinae: Phalaropes 
Genus Phalaropus Brisson 
PMnt^ar Brison, 1760, Orm 1: 50; 6: 12. Type, by tautonymy, 

PftalcrrfHi Brisson = Tringa JhUccria lirmaeus 
rnJr>er Cuvier, 1817 (1816), Rigne Anim. 1: 495. Type, by rrriginal detignation 
Ttviga fyperhcTta T . Tnp? ieiB = Tiirtga tchoia 
_ Anterior toes bordered throughout by a web divided into lobes very much as 
m coob Md grebes. Similar to CaUdris in other respects except that the female 
n much big^ and more brightly coloured than the male and is the dominant sex 

rrr “ “ primary 

(as.) longest. Tail of moderate length and nearly square. Tarsus scuteDated all 
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nmnd; a hind toe present. Bill slender, short and straight. Nostrils placed in a 
weD-defiaed groove near base of bHI. 

Cams HoUrctic with tvs-o spedcs recorded in our area in wmta. 

Key to tHe Spedes 

Bin fiat; broader than tarsus and broader than a P. jidiesmu 

Bin tlender and lubcyli ndrica l; anterio rl y narrower the tarrus 
* lo^sba 


427, Grey Pbalarope. Phalnropits Juliccrius (Unnaeus) 

Tringa Ftdiccrie linnacm, 1758, Nat,, cd, 10, 1 : 148 
(in America = Hudson Bay) 

Pkslenput filieeriiis jeerdsim iredale, 1921, BuD. Brit. Om. CL 42: 8 
(licfde Bay, Spitz bc ' ^e n) 

Baiter, FBI No. 2165, VoL 6: 248 
X.OCA1. KASOs. None recorded. 

SIZE. Grey Quail ±, length 9 e. 20 cm. (8 in.), ^ smaller. 
nELD CHARACTERS. W i n t c p. A dainty sandpiper-like bird habitually 
seen swimming buoyantly on water, fiesh as wdl as salt, often far out at 
sea. The unstriped grey and white plumage with a prominent dark patch 
from in front of eye to ear-coverts, thicker chiefly yellow bill, and yellow 
legs, help to distinguish it from Rednecked PhalLope (428) in winter. 
Sexes alike in winter plumage. ^ 

Summer plumage (unlikely to be seen in India): eierr, -dark brown 
streaked or scalloped with chcstnut-bufrl Sides of lace white. Rr/otc, chestnut. 


Photaropui fulicorlus 
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Mafr b^htly coloured than female with crown streaked like bad 
(w a blac k m 9 ), and with much white on throat and breast. 

status, DBiraunoH and babttat. Acddcntal wai£ Since the sinel 
^K^cn ob^cd by BI>'th ia the Calcutta market on 1 1.v.1846, there i 
no other rec o rd within our limits. 

locally on the arctic coasts and islands of tht 
of Cbn» * V QS" the west coast of Afiica and coas 

CMe (Peters). For details of range see Vauric, 1965, 2 : 441-2. 
HABm, FOOD, etc. as in 428. 

®i^eedino. ExtralimitaL 

Rularoe Iwoad, flattaied KB dbthigmaEa it from Rcdneckcc 

(428). For dmcnpuou of plumage p^ etc. see Wtherby, 1940, 4. 


seen 

w 


Rednecked Fhalarope. PJialaropus lobaUu (Linnaeus) 

Trags fcSeto Linnaeus, 1758, Syit. Nat, ed. 10, 1 : 148 
(in America septeotrjonalj = Hudson Bay) 

Baker. FBI Na 2166, VoL 6: 249 
PUte 40. fig. 17 and Plate 41, fig. 12 
toCAL KAUZ3. None rccbided. 

^ Grey Quail ± ; length 9 r. 19 cm. (7i in.), o’ smaller. 

. I^ke 427 a delicate sandpiper*Hke bird habitually 

^Tmnmg about buo^’antly on ponds, lagoons, and the open sea. In 
n c r duefiy grey abm-^ white bdow, with a blackish eye-patch — 
rather rcrninisccnt of Sandcrling. 
Doubtfully separable from 427 except 
by those famtltar with both spedes. 
May be distinguished fix»m it by slightly 
smaller size, darker grey more streaked 
tippcrparts, more prominent w’hite 
^ wing-bar in flight, and — on a gocxl 

^ I view through glasses — by the finer 

lea. ..in- • , blade bill, and blackish (not jtllowish) 

fa 

flics, its stmts and other small waders with which it fl^ds and 

mtnp Qj, habit of alighting on water (fresh and salt) and swim- 

or wadintr • • of landing on squelchy mud and running about 

IS quite diagnostic. 

Pey wi^M ^ P^^tmage (not normally seen in India) upperparts blackish 
rufom Kt^v ° and forcncck rii rufous. Male duBer, and with the 

fcnmcck by a dark slaty BTOT. 

*lonv tL- and habitat. Winter visitor. Common offihore 

(£0^%““ U (Makran, Sind), less so m NW. India 

iporadicvi “d in small numbm and patchily (regular or 

Pakistan.' ^ entire coastline of peninsular India to East 

anj/„ Gcylon (sporadic). Recorded from a few inland localities on spring 
/or autumn passage: thus from Chitral (Drosh), Baluchistan (Quetta, Fort 
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Falaearctic breeding range Winter 



Munro), Sind, Delhi, Rajasthan (Bharatpur), Bihar (Patna), Karnataka. 
(Bangalore) aod Kutch (near Bhuj). Most abundant though rather patchy ofiT 
the Sind and Makran coasts, sometimes within a few miles of land but more 
often well out to sea at 10 to 40 or more miles from the coastline. Affects shallow 
water in the Arabian Sea, the 200-fathom line apparently being its limit 
(Ucchuist). Frequents shallow jhecls and ponds inland. 

Extralmduj. Breeds in Iceland, Spitzbergen, Faroes, Scandinavia, N. 
Russia and acros s northern Asia; also in extreme N, America (Alaska etc.). 
Winters at sea in the northwestern Indian Ocean, off the coasts of Peru and 
West Africa, between New Guinea and the Bismarck Archipelago, and in 
the Banda Sea. For greater details of range see Vaurie, 1965, 2: 442-3. 

UICRATIOH. No ringing data. Observed on passage in Makran and Sind, 
chiefly autumn : cariiest September 2, latest May 20 (Ticchurst) ; Chitral 
September 14 (Fulton); Fort Munro, Sulaiman Hills, Baluchistan, Septem- 
ber 25 (Waite). Latest inland dates late May in two successive years, 
1948 and 1949, Kutch ( Himmatrinhj i), and June 1 Delhi (H. G. Alexander), 
all in partial summer plumage. 

CEKERAI. HABrrs. Ticehuist (TKr 1924: 126) has given an excellent 
account of its habits in winter. Chiefly pelagic. Keeps in flocks of 20 to a 
hundred or more oHshore. Extremdy wild aod unapproachable at sea, 
riting and scudding over the surface to re-settle at some distance even while 
the observer’s boat is 200 yards away, fa contrast, absurdly tame on inland 
waters (as also on its breeding grounds), parties feeding unconcernedly 
within a few metres of an ohsm-cr. The Krds keep to pools and shallow 
jheds, swimming about buoyantly like corks, spin n ing round and round to 
jrici up food particles from the surface, making swift little darts here and 
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tttere, bead bobbing Hire a moorhen, or- threading their way in single file 
through the more thinly scattered rushes. Flight svrift and agile, in close- 
knit fiocks, \*eTy like stints. 

FOOD. Chiefiy plankton, insects and larvae. Also small crustaceans, 
molluscs and vs’orms. 

VOICE and caixs. Not recorded in ^sinter. 

BREEDiMO. ExtralimitaL Courtihip by female; incubation and raising 
fiLmily entirely by male. 

hicsEuy DiAcnrosa. See Key; lor descripdem of riumage Baker, loc. dt; for 
detaib of plumage phases axx! morphology (also bionomics), Wldierby, 1940, 4: 
218-22. 

KEASOUaCENn 

^Ving BUI Tamis Tail 

<?<? 106-110 20-24 19-2! 43-47 mm, 

9 9 112-118 20-25 — — 

(from feathen) (Witherby) 

^\’cight 20 d $ (autumn/winter) 20-38 (av. 27’6) gm. — BNHS. 

coLOuss 07 BAKE PAJCTi. Ifxs dark brown. BUI daik homy brown, orange at 
base. Legs and feet dull brown or fleshy brown. 

llbia pale orange; tarsus and feet black except lobes of web between inner and 
middle toe vdiich arc bright orange (D’Abrcu). 

Family Rostratulidae: Painted Snipe 
Genus Rostratula Vieillot 

A#xfr«faZfl Vieillol, 1816, Analyse: 56. Type, by monotypy, Bkoxartt <£# Medageseert 
Buflbn Rxdhs hmghaUjisis Linnaeus 

Bm slender and long but shorter than in most tpedes of true snipe of the genus 
Ccpella (p. 278), and not pitted at the end; tip slightly swollen and bent down; both 
mandibles grooved at the base. Nostrib at base of upper mandible. Tarri strong, of 
moderate length. Tibia partly naked; toes long. Wings short, broad, rather lax: 
1st and 2nd primaries (as.) longest and subequal. Tail of r4 feathers. Female larger 
and bri^ter coloured than male. 

Re p re s ented by one resident species in our area. 


429. Painted Snipe. Rostratula benghaUnsis bmgkalmsis (linnaeus) 

RaUtis baigheUnsis Linnaeus, 1758, Syst Nat, ed. 10, 1: 153 (Aria) 

Baker, FBI No. 2033, VoL 6: 45 
Plate 38, fig. 8 and Plate 41, fig. 16 
tocAX. KAUES. Rdjchdha (Hindi); Ohari (Nepal, Bihar); Bagga^i (Bengal); Pan 
lassi (Gujarat, Maharashtra); MjU tdan (Tamil, Madras); VUdn kurHsi (Tamil, 
Ceylon); I^Ukita (Malayalam); Rija mdteeJ, Ulu keswatmed (Sinhala); KSngdruk 
(Manipur); Daodiiep gajao (Cachar, Assam). 

SIZE. Grey Quail +; length e. 25 cm. (10 in.),« 

HELD CHARACTERS. A typical skulkmg rail \vitb longi slender, straight 
snipc-Uke bill, sHghtly downcurved at tip. 

Female. Abave^ chiefly metallic olive- or bronze-green with buff and 
blacldsh streaks and markings. Whitish * spectacles * wlh a white patch 
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behind eye, and white bonds over shoulders to sides of breast (reminiscent 
of the straps of a rucksack) distincti\T. Below^ chin, throat, and upper 
breast chestnut; lower breast blackish. Rest of underparts white. Easily 
differentiated Grom male in flight. Outside breeding period the sexes more 
or less alike and difficult to distinguish. 



9, Xf.l 


Male less showy than female and Jacldng the chestnut and black on 
neck and breasL 

Young (immature) ^ 9 . Very similar to adult male but with throat 
entirely white; lower throat and forenedc washed with brown, with some 
dusky streaks (Sharpe). 

For downy chick see Musetim Diagnoris. 

sTATtn, DBTRiBUTXOK And HABITAT, Resident throughout the Indian 
Union and both PaHstans; locally to r. 1800 m. in the Himala^’as. Also 
Ceylon in all zones and up to c, 1300 m. in the hills of Uva Province. Not 
observed in Nepal and in Andaman and Nicobar Is. Affects manhes inter- 
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spened with decpish pools and soft muddy patches, and rather thick shrubby 
vegetation, in preference to squelchy paddyfields. 

ExtraHrmlal. ‘Africa south of the Sahara to Cape Province; Fg)'pt; 
hladagascar; S. Asia from Asia Minor through Persia to S, and E. China, 
and Japan, south to Arabia, Sind, all India [including Burma], Ceylon, 
hlalay Peninsula, and Cambodia; Philippines, Borneo, Sumatra, and Java * 
(Peters). 

SdORATiON. Apart from local movements dependent on drought and 
flood conditions, some translimital migration would seem to be indicated 
by^the puzzlmg, oft-quoted statement of Wollaston {if correct) that Painted 
Snipe' were among the Tcmminck’s Stints, Pintail Snipe, and several other 
species of migrating birds seen at 17,000 ft. (r. 5200 m.) in September by 
the first Mount Ev^est expedition {Ibis 1922: 497; and Younghusband, 
Sir F., 1926, The Epic of Mount Everest'. 154). No other cWdcnce. 

CEMRAt. HABITS.^ Largely crepuscular; much more active in the early 
mornings and evenings, and during night, than in daytime. Keeps singly 
or m small wisps and b reluctant to leave cover unless pressed. Flight slow 
and rml-like legs dangling below for some distance then tucked under 
tail and trailing behind — the bird soon pitching into the reeds again. 
Strong and swift on its legs and usually runs a good distance tlu'ough the 
undergrowth upon alighting, soon working its way back to where originally 
disturbed. \Voundcd birds SMm effectively to cs'adc capture, and abo to 
cross narrow deep channels in^c course of their feeding. Feeds by probing 
into squelchy mud as wcU as»^y a sidc-to-side sc>'thing movement of the 
bill m shallow >^tcr -- rcmimsccnt of the Spoonbill. Wags hindpart of 
body like sandpiper when feeding, whicli it sometimes docs in exposed 
puddles far from cover. 

Tooo. Mollusa, crustaceans, insects, worms, and vegetable matter — 
weed-seeds, paddy grains, etc. 

^'OICE and calls. Female (ready-to-breed?) utters a rather mctalUc 
long-drav^-n oeck, like the sound of blowing into a large-mouthed bottle. 
Tbe calls b^n around sunset and continue intermittently through the 
rught, especially if moonlit; sometimes also in daytime in cloudy overcast 
WTaihcr. Repeated at the rate of 1 per second (or 3 in 2 seconds) in runs of 
20 to 80 or so, with a break of a few minutes between each run. Single calb 
(not rum) abo uttered by female in a * roding * l>'pc of flight (cf. Woodcock) 
3 or 4 metro above the marsh. Male has a squcak>' note, but whether ihb 
gi\*cn in response to fcmale*s calb, or how occasioned, not known. 

BREEOINO. Female polyandrous and pugnacious as in Bustard-Quail (3 1 8, 
q.v.), ^d the dominant sex partner. She battles with rival fcmalo for the 
possession of successive husbands, and once secured and eggs laid leave to 
him the onus of incubating them and rabing the chicks. Meanwhile she 
lets out to make fresh conquests. No precise data a\*ailable, but female’ 
belicv^ to lay so’cral clutches successively. 

Season, proctically throughout the year, \'arying locally; chiefly July to 
SqJtembcr in India; No\-cml>cr to April in Ceylon. a pad of grass or 

* T. LttOow mg s em . wiih r*d re*Jon, tiit thh (or these) may pcsribty have been Wood 
Soipe {CapeSa mmsrvaU) »ad noi Priated SaJpe, since the fiJfht of the two tpecies n very 
tigHar. 
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nishes (built by male) with a sHght depression in the centre. Placed on tlie 
ground in a grass tussock on the edge of a marsh, or on bunds separating 
inundated paddyfields. .Eggr, normally 4 — sometimes 3 — yellowish in 
ground colour, boldly and heavily blotched %s-ith blackish brown. Average 
sire of 100 eggs 35-9X25-5 mm. (Baker). Incubation period unknown. 

Musium Diagnosis. See under Genus (abm e); for deseriplion of plumage, 
Baker, loc. dl. ’ 

Chick (in dov^^l). * Dull grey or buff-grey, with broad coronal and e^-ilrcaki 
of rich brown; centre of back rich rufous with broad bonds of black on either ude 
and Utcia] bands of purplish brown from the wings to the thighs ’ (Baker). 

UEASUKZnZNSS 


^Ving 

BOl 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from fcalhen) 


36-45 mm. 

115-136 

41-47 

4fM5 

(mostly over 

124) 



130-146 

45-50 

— 

— 




(Baker) 


Weight 23 (P V (autumn) I06-15I gm. (aver. I25-9)— SA. 
coLOuas or iiaius farts. Iris olive-brown to dark brown. Bill pale to dari 
fleshy brown or homy brown, greenish at base; more fleshy pink in breeding 
Legs and feet yellowbh to olive-green, sometimes tinged with brown or plumbee 
Family Recorvirostridae: Stilts, Avoccts, Ibbbills 


Key to the Generm Page 

A Bill lUaigbt Hiumlofai 3M 

B Bin curved upward Rratmrotlra 332 

C Bill curved downward Ihi^hjmka 334 


Genus Himantopus Brisson 
trimaoulm Brisson, 17C0, Om. I: 46; 5: 33. Type, by tautonymy, 
Himanlspus Brisson Charadfius himantopus Linnaeus 
Chaia^crixed by the enormous length of the legs. Both tibia and unui very lo 
the former bare for over three-quarters of its length; tarsus reticulated throughc 
No hind toe; outer toe joined to middle toe by a broad web, middle toe to inner 
a narrower one. Bill long, straight, and slender, the dertrum not swollen.^Nostr 
long slits placed in the base of a groove running about half the length of up 
mandible. Wing long and pointed: first primary («.) longest. Tail short and ev 
The genus ranges over the temperate and tropical areas of the Old and b 
worlds; represented within our limits by one spedes. 

Hiuantopw himantopus (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Sobepedea 

Crown and nape black (ad. o^<p, summer) or black x'ariomly mixed 
with white, or black concealed or subdued (ad. cTd' winter, and ad. 

9 9 summer and winter). Upperparfr blackish, gloaed metallic green 
tp summer and winter) or upperparts hair brown (99 summer and 
%rinter). Breast suffused with mouse grey (juvenaU).... I f.h. himantopus 
Crown smd nape whitish or merely rallied by dark bases of featben 
sbowisg through (d’d' V 9i summer)*. . A. ttjlontnAi 

> Vr*iateT plumage not eaaiamed by us but presumably similar. 
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430, Indian Htmmiopus fammiapus himanlopus 


(linnacus) 

Chrahm Himsfiiofw Tinhana, 1758, SysL Nat., 10, 1: 151 (Southern Europe^ 
Baicr, FBI No. 2130, Vol. 6: 193 
Plate 39, fig. 8 and Plate 42, fig. 8 

incM. KAJizs. Gdz pSm, (Hindi) ; S^gSvt or Sargpe (Bihaxi mirslukan); 

JLil gcii, tfil ihen^ LSm g5ra (Bengal) ; Gtisling (Sind) ; PcrilU kal S/Io: (Tamil) . 

Grey Partridge v-ith bare slender legs c. 25 cm. (10 in.) long. 
TOLD CHARACTERS. A lanlcy pied black and white marsh bird v,*ith 
straight slender black bill, pointed black wings, and enormously long, thin 
reddish legs which trail behind comically in flight, maldng its identity un- 
inistakablc even in the distance. 



Male (adult). . Mantle and wings glossy metallic black; rest of plmnage 
above and bclosv largely glistening w’hitc, A few* black spots on head, and 
pale grey-brown in Undcisur&cc of wings black. 

Female (adult) has black portions of male replaced by brown, and the 
white head and hindneck sullied svith b^o^vnish grey. Summer and vdntcr 
plumages difler in details. 

For downy chick sec Museum Diagnosis. 

riATO, DisTRiBtfTioH and habttat. Resident^ — breeding in siu'table 
localities, migrating locally imdcr stress of water conditions — • throughout 
the Indian Union, both Pakistans and Nepal. Normally to c. 1500 ih. in 
Kashmh Valley (uncommon) ; one at c. 3600 m. (\^han Sar, July -'-on / 

migration?). Not in Andamans or Nicobars. Observed once in the Maldives 
where race and status unkno\m but presumed a vagrant (Phillips). G^don 
has an endemic race (431). Affects marshes both freshwater and tidal, jhecls, 
village taids, irrigation rcscn.’oirs, lagoons, salt-pans, etc. Sometimes inun- 
dated ploughed fields, hut hardly e^’cr the seashore. 

Extralimiial. ‘Breeds locally in the Mediterranean region; about the 
mouth on the Danube; steppes of S. Russia; S. Asia east to China ai\d S. 
Arabia, India, Ceylon [now race aylantrms]^ and the Malay States; 

Africa south of the Sahara; hfadagascar. Migratory* only in the nor^cm 
part of its range * (Peters). 

MIGRATION. Birds ringed in Bharatpur in autumn and winter recover^ in 
NIV. Pakhtan and N. Afghanistan in spring (late April) clearly indicate extra- 
limital seasonal movement Recorded by Ticehurst as mainly >rinter visitor 
(locally abundant) in Sind, appearing in the Karachi neighbourhood early 
in August, its numbers increasing during the month but soon dwindling again. 
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Disiribuiional Tange i H.A. filwontopus 

a H. h- <tjleneTtsis (431). 


oENERAt HABITS. Gregaiious — usually by itself, occasionally with 
Godwits and other waders — in small parties or fair-sized flocks and larger 
congregations of a hundred or more. Often wades into dccpiih water almost 
to the belly, walking with an awkward high-stepping gait lifting each foot 
clear of the surface behind and putting it forwaM with delibcratiou. The 
long stilt-like legs enable it to tap food supplies normally out of reach of 
most other waders. While feeding, head often completely submerged. 
Flight feeble and flapping, the black undersides of the pointed wings and 
the absurdly long traiimg legs gising it a singular silhouette. 

TOOD. Molluscs, worms, aquatic insects, and small seeds of sedges and 
maish plants. 

VOICE and caij:^. A shrill piping kip, kip, usually in flight. When agitated, 
a squeaky ckik-chek^hzk-chk etc. reminiscent of a Moorhen, with the timbre 
of the Redwattlcd Lapwing’s calls. This uttered noisily W’Mc wheeling and 
demonstrating above the intruder. 

BREEDING. Season, principally between April and August. Piesi, a hollow 
depression in the ground on the dry margin of a jheci or on an islet, or a 
raised platform of kcinkdr (pebbles) in a shallow salt-pan — lined with 
vegetable scum off the water, grass, or similar material. Sometimes nests 
in colonies maybe of several score pairs. normally 4, sometimes 3, 
exceptionally 5, light drab in colour densely blotched with black. In size, 
the longish p^-top shape and general appearance, they arc replicas of 
Redwattlcd Lapwing*! (366). Average size of 100 Indian eggs 44x31 
mm. (Baker). Both sexes incubate; incubation period undetermined, 
bcIicN'cd to be 25-26 days. When nets approached the birds protet loudly, 
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ppmg thar wings Md jumping about in a frenzied manner. Incubating 
not shy, po^tting close approach before leaving nest, and thereupon 
OTOmtratmg noisily about the intruder, flying Wgh in the air and hovering 
W7ih loud incessant calls. * J s 6 ^^8 


Mwzuv DiAcxosn. For description of the varioiu plumage phases, struc 
etc. see WItherby, 1940, 4: 405-8, 

Chick (cQ dawn). 'Head and upperparts mottled pale buff and black; 1; 
line, black line from base of bin to eye, and on ulna. Round eye and w 
ofunderparts pale buff* (Ticehurst). 


^^'mg BUI ' Tairus Tril 

240-253 60-69 c, 115-145 80-90 mm. 

9 9 222-240 54-69 — — 

(from feathers) (Baker, Wtherby) 

— SA ° ''^^^^"249 (aver.23l-7);wfright (autumn)" 163-208 gm. (aver. 196-2) 

'VBght205?(aumffin/wn«er,ad. &.iinm,) H2-223 (av. 177-1) gin. — BNHS. 
hi Bam Barti. Iris bright red. Bfll black. Legs and feet crimson j daws 


431. CeylonBlacdcHdngedStnt.Hiffwmh^ftf^CTim/i;^c^l«w7uuWhhtlcr 

07 /moirir IVhistIcr, 1944, Spolia Ze>'Ianic 3 23(3, 4>: 277 
(Kalawewa, Ceylon) 

Not in Baker, FBI » 

^ As 430. 

CHARACTERS. As of 430, q.V. 

and habitat. Race peculiar to Ceylon. PJenUful 
(Phillips)^ and lagoons throughout the low-country Drj* zone 

G habits. Not different from the Indian race. (GC also Henry, 

^ ^ ^ efOThm : 292-3.) 

Season, May, Tune, and Tuly: occasional nests in April and 
(Phillip,^, N^t and^ similar to 430. 
f No riKtip^ breeding plumage as in male of the nominate 

j badi of female darkif than in Tntjian birds. ^ The males differ from tbe 

frmj w-hidijhas the crown and nape black in breeding plumage in having 
parts wluie merely luUied by the dark bases of the feathers showing throtigh. 
m-v. have the brown 4yirk darker in European Inrds ‘ [oornmalc) 


yiinz BUI 

. (firomsiulJ) 

’ <?(? 23S-249 62-7+ 

^ P P 230-234 64.5-70 


OOtOCRS 


Tarsus Tail 

110-124 73-85 mm. 

I07-I20 73-80*5 nun. 

(^Vhirtlcr) 
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Geniis Recurvirostra Linnaeus 
JUfunirpsira Linnaeus, 1758, SysL NaL, ed. 10, It 151. 'Type, by monotypy, 
Reaerrirostra croxrUa Unnaeus 

Bin very long, dender, flexible, tape rin g and curved upwards towards the end; 
both mandibles flattened or depressed. Nostrib alit-IIk^ placed near base of uj^jer 
mandible in an Dl-defined groove extending for less than half length of biD. Wicgi 
long and pomted: Ist pranary (as.) longesL Tarsus and bare tibia long; tarsus rcU- 
c%flated. Hind toe yrnaH^ fumisbed with a claw; anterior toes deeply webbed, but 
webs notched in the middle. 

Represented by one speoes in our area. 


432. Avocet- Eectarirostra avosetla Linnaeus 

Reaarr in stra AcouUa Linnaeus, 1758, Sj'sL NaL, ed. 10, ] : 151 
(in Europa australiore e= Italy) 

Baker, FBI No- 2131, VoL 6: 195 
J’lale 39, fig. 6 and Plate 42, fig. 10 

LOCAL VAsez, chdhS (Hindi); .ffww (Tamil)- 

SIZE. Grey Partridge +; more leggy. Length e. 46 cm. (18 in.), 
rauj caiARACTERs. An elegant black-and-snowy white (pied) marrh 
bird unmistakable with any other by its unique slender black upeutved 
bill and longish bare blue I^. Sexes alike. 

status, DtsTRJBUTXON and HABtTAT. Brccdingrcgularly orsporadicaily 
in N. Baluchistan and Kutch. Mritdy winter visitor: fairly common in 
West Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind) and NIV. India (Banaskantha, Kutch, 



or »Axr rAKM. As in 430. 
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Saurashtra}. Less common, sporadic and/or occasional, in Nepal and 
Kashmir and over the ret of the Indian Union including coastal Maha- 
rashtra, Punjab, Delhi, U.P., Bihar, Orissa, Assam and Manipur. Recorded 
on Ramesvaram I. and at Point Caiimcrc (Madras State); not in Kerala, 
Andaman and Nicobar Is. or the Maidive. Rare straggler to Ceylon, 
observed in February and July. AfTccls jhecis and s^vamps, lagoon shores, 
tidal creelcs and mudflats, and the sea coast. 

Exlralirniicl, * Breeds locally from Holland cast^'ard through the region 
of the Black and Caspian Seas, Kirghiz Steppe, the upper Ycniscy and 
Transbaikalia, south to the Mediterranean countries, Persia, Turkotan 
and N. China; breeds also in various parts of tropical and southern Africa, 
possibly in Madagascar. Migrates from the northern part of its breeding 
range to Africa, India, and S. China * (Peters). 

MIGRATION. No ringing data. Earliest date at Karachi 28 August; latet 
24 May (Ticehurst). Owing to its dual status, Qbscn.'ations on movements 
ambiguous. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs and small partie — sometime flocks 
of a hundred or more. The birds run about and feed on squcichy mudflats 
or by wading in shallow water. The curious upturned bill is directed 
obliquely against the ground — like a hockey stick held in play - — the 
cur\'cd part skimming the surface. It is then moved back and forth in a 
rotatory sweeping motion churning up the bottom tnud along with minute 
organisms which arc collected -in the mandibles. Sometimes feeds in deeper 
water, its webbed feet being well adapted for snimming, and frequently 
up^ds like a duck to reach the bottom. 

FOOD. Tiny molluscs, crustaceans and insects. 

VOICE and calls. A dear loud, rather high-pitched kUnl uttered several 
times in succession, usually on the wing. \Micn agitated by proximity of 
observer to nest, a continuous screaming (at the rate of e. 3 

per second), of the timbre of Stone Curle%v*s (Burhimis) calls, while wheeling 
overhead. 

BREEuiNc. Nesting witlun Indian limits, in the Great Rann of Kutch 
— discovered for the first time in April 1945 (Salim Ali, JBNHS 45: 420-!)* 
The colony consisted of over a thousand birds. More than 150 nests counted 
within an area of c. 2 hectares, and numerous others scattered far and 
wdc. On April 21 meat nests contained full dutches, some incomplete. 
Only tw'O doHTiy chicks observed and perhaps several overlooked, but 
general hatching had not yet commenced- Ow'ing to remoteness of the area 
and difficulty of access, it remains undetermined whether the breeding in 
the Rann is regular or sporadic. A'eft, in some cases a bed of kdnhdr (mud- 
pellets), but mostly a mere shallow scrape or unevenness in the hard sun- 
baked ground. Eggs^ 4, some shade of olive-brown, boldly -blotched >vith 
blackish; in shape and coloration very dose to eggs of both Redwattled 
Lapwing and Stdt, Average size of 16 Kutch eggs 49*25 x35*0 mm. (SA). 
Incubation by both sexes; period recorded elsewhere as 22-24 days. On 
an observer’s approach the birds left their nests and started running about 
here and there, crouching low, raising their wings vertically back to back, 
and giving the * broken-wing ' diversionary display. Over 30 birds 
occasionally thus engaged at the same dme. 
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Ncaret prm’ious breeding record from N. Baluchistan (small numbcn 
Khushdil Khan lake) where full clutches found on June 10 and 17 in different 
■yeaxs (Ticehurst, JBNHS 32: 82). 

hfinzvM Diagnosis. Sec under Genus; for description of chick tn down, i^umA^e 
phases and itnicture, etc. Witherby, 1940, 4: 412—13. 

MEASUaEUENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) , 

229-235 84-91 e. 84-90 86-90 mm. 

(Hartert) 

No appreciable sire difference between the sexes. 

coLouas or bajie Rarts, Iris reddab brown or red. BUI Wade. Legs and Jen 
pale bluish grey. . 

Family Ibidorhynchidae; IbisbiUs 

G^us Ibidorkykcka Vigon' 

JiidmhjTvhs Vigors, 1832 (1830-31), Froc. ZooU Soc. London; 174 
Type, by monotj-py, Ibidsrhjncka stniikefsit Vigon] 

Bill long, hard, slender, and curved down over nearly half iti length. Nostril 
linear, placed at base of bill in a groove which extends over more than half length 
of bin. Tarsus comparatively short; reticulated throughouL No hind toe; outer and 
middle toe: connected by a deeply indented small web; web between middle and 
inner Iocs cbsolctc- ^V^ng very square: first 3 primaries (as.) subequal; inner 
secondaries almost as long. 


433. IbisbilL JhiioT^-eha rfnifhrww Vigors 

Ihidorf^tuha StxvikcrtnVi^cxn^ 1832 (1830-31), Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 174 
(Himalayas) 

Baker, FBI No. 2132, VoL 6: 196 
PUle S9, fig. 16 and Plate 42, fig. 3 

LOCAL Name. Buggeh (HiD Miri). 

.17. Grey Partridge -f; length c. 41 cm. (16 in.). 

FiEUJ caiARACtESi. A greyish brown sandpiper-like bird with black 
&aa} mask and breast-band, and long dovrncuived red bill. Atm, anterior 
lace (including throat) black. Rest of upperparts largely ashy grey-brown; 
rump feathers with basal black markings. Til ashy grey with narrow wavy 



xc.Vi 


* Tlie familisl rtUtiorahipi of this <uv umartsin, $ce Vaheyea, tL, IMS, Iiwt 
roy, Sd. nal. Belg. 34(18): 1-31. 
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blackish cross-bars, broad near dps of outer rcctriccs. A partially concealed 
white \s'ing-patch. Behw^ sides of head, neck, and upper breast bluish grey. 
A broad black gorget separated from upper breast by a narrow wlutc band. 
Rest of lower plumage white. Sexes alike. 

In flight, which resembles the Stone Curlov’s, the neck and long cun'cd 
bill arc stretched out in front, and the posterior end of the bird loo^ rather 
truncated. IVhitc wing-patches and black breast-band very prominent. 

STATUS, oianuBUTioN and habttat. Resident in the Himalayas between 
f, 1700 and 4400 m. from Gilgit, Ladakh and Kashmir, through Garhwal, 
Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan to extreme eastern NEFA (Luhit 


W^orhyncho rtrvthtnil 



Distribuuonal range 


Frontier DMrion). In winter, while some birds continue to remain at high 
elevations a great many descend into the foothills of northern W. Bengal 
and eastern Assam north of the Brahmaputra, being found on the Tcesta 
and most other cast-Himalayan rivCTS where they* debouch into the plalm. 
Affects shingle banks and islets in fast-flowing Himala^-an streams. 

ExtrsdifliiicI, * High plateaus of central Asia from W. Turkestan to 
OiUuli south to Kashmir, the Himalayas and norihcm Assam * (Peters). 

general habits. Keeps in pairs or small panics of 6 to 8 birds on shingle 
banks cr islets in companuivcly pladd strctcha of fasi-flowing glacier 
streams. Sometimes feeds in short grass by a river, running a few steps, 
stopping abruptly and lilting forward like a plo\'cr. Has characteristic habit 
cf wading breast deep and ducking whole head and neck under water, 
thrusting its long bill under the submerged pebbles for food. IVhcn feeding 
among water-worn boulden, cu.-ves its bill around the front of the stone, 
fometimes inserting it from one side. Bill eminently adapted; curved in 
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uch a way that it fits nratJy round the boulders when the bird u probing 
or food {Kingston). The rounded profile and gro’-brown coloration of the 
bisbill’s back obliterate it in an astonishing svay in its native habitat of 
mooth water-worn stones. IVhen alarmed or inquisitive it bobs or ‘ pumps 
ts head and neck jerkily up and dowm and slowly wags the tail end, very 
Ike a Greenshank. Usually shy, fl>‘ing off from an obsciver at long rang^ 
>ut has a curious habit of doubling back after some disurvee to fly overhead. 

Flight Ttmmiscent of Slone Curlew- i, c v. f3\ 

FOOD. Irtsecls, molluscs, crustaceans, worms, and small fasn (.). 
voim and CAiis. A loud, ringing single note or * whistle ’ qmeUy 
mealed : tti-tUi-ti-tUie of distinctly sandpiper quality, uttered m Bight. 
When disturbed emits a rather shrill mournful cry, something rcsemblmg 

hal ofa Greenshank ’ (B.B.Osmaston). A pretty triUingsong by the male (^ 

kom a distance prior to reliesing his mate at the nest Iw , 

jy SA — like something between the nuptial song of the Spotted Sand 
riper {rrinra gterola) and of the Curlesv arq!i3ta).^a is responds 

Xy^S^ fn^bating partner wid. loud /Brr “-XlSr^t 

nogress towards nest by a frequent sandpiper-hke Itt-Ul but ofa different 

™^n>iNO. An early nester. Seeim. end March (es-m before ^imd dw 
jfsnow) to mid May; otceplionally into early Jun^ /i of, a sl^lw de^ 
lion on the raised portion or ridge of a shingly islet m a glatacT st^ 
smongst grc)- ssater-woin pebbles; usually unhned, oce^on^y with a 
amprf.down bed of tiny pebbles. Incubating bird mwg^a mto the wnoded 
itono in a miraculous svay becoming completely invisible when sUil. is«i, 
1 large for the bird, fine-textured broad ovals, drab grey or greenish g^ 
in ground colour, spotted and speckled with dark brown chiefiy t<^_r^ 
he^e end. Average size or52 eggs 51 -0 x36-9 mm. (Baker). 
by both sexes; period undetermined. Observauons by SA at a nest m SiWi® 
revealed that not only the pair but three birds were clearly inltrcsted in iq 
luggesting the need for a proper investigation of the bird's breeding biology. 

Mt-sruu Duvcrrosis. For details of plumage tee Baker, loe. cit. 

Chick fm down) 24 his. old. ‘ Head covered with vrhite down with ^cl 
ike lips; hindneck greyish white; back densely covered vdth while down, tinge d wi-h 
awn aii minulely freckled with blitk; hinder quarlen sunilarly marked but 
Itrongly trashed with rufous; an indistinct line of black and tufoui featheis 
[he angle of the nsoulh through the ej-e; underpara lilky while. Bill bUtk; >e<a 
lleshy with plumbeous patches on the jcUnts; iris dusky brown. Culmen 16 nan., 
Larsvts 24 mm.* (Ludlow). 
stxAitmisrrsrrs 

kVing Bin Tarsia Tail 

jsp 250-245 6S-eO e, 47-49 115-120 mm. 

(from feathers) (Baker) 

iVeight I d 295gm. (BE), 2 9 5 271,318 gm. (Diesielhont). 

cotouaa or baux taats. Iris crimson. Em dull reddish brown ro tcarlrM^ 
Legs and feel pinki* grey (' non-breeding and youngO to blood red (•breedmg 
adula* -“Baker). * Lrrid aisd gr c cr a sb grey* (breeding) — B. T. Phtllip*. 
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Family Drouadxoae: Grab Ploven 
Genus Drouas PaylaiU 

Dremei PaylaiU, 1805, KopgL Vct.*Acad- Nya H an d l.'26: 182. Type, by monotypy, 
Dnstsr Ardeola FaybuH 

Bni longtr than btad, a troog, coooth and compressed; culmen curved. Nostril 
placed zn a p-nall depreaion at base of bHl; no groove; angle of Ionw mandible 
proeolnent and close to base. ^Visgs long and pointed: 1 st primary (aa.) longesL 
Tail very sli^tly graduated; almost square. Half tiHa bare; tarn Icmg, ihielded in 
front and bdund; toes long;, the 5rd and ^thyoined by a broad web, the 2 pd 
Sxd by % szxzali one; broad and peednate, or notched, on the 

dnatinn. Feathm of intencapulary r^oo mudr loigthened and covering the lofwer 

434. Crab Plover. Drmas ardeola PaykuU 

Onmu ArdioU PsySajH, 1805, R o ngT . Vct.-.^ad. Nya Handl. 26: 182, IBS, pL 8 
(India) 

Bite, FBI No. 2057, VoL 6 : 94 
Plate 39, fig. 7 and Plate 42, fig. 9 

UXULKAUZI. £>faive, Tisnau (Maldire Is.); Cb=ama>le»ni (Car Nicobar). 
SIZE. Grey Partridge +; length e. 41 cm. (16 in.). 
nELD CHARACTEM. A father dumpy piebald maritime wader. In flight 
the overall white plumage with blade bade and wing quills, a .mall but 
striking black patch around eye, and particularly the rather heavy fil.eV 



x'-Vi 

tem-like bill simplify its difierentiarion firom other pied waders, e.g. Avocet, 
Stilt, Oystercatcher. Sexes alike 

Young immature) has the crmvn and neck pale grey, the former streaked 
wth dark brown; back, scapulars and tail brownish grey. 

For do\vny chick see Musenm Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Winter visitor in ^mall numben, 
locally and sporadically, to the sea coasts of W. Paldstan (Makran, Sind) 
and peninsular India, northern Ceylon (resident ?), Andaman, Nicobar, 
Malthvc, and Laccadive islands. (E. Paldstan?] Affects ddal mudflats and 
estuaries, lagoon shores, coral rcc6 e^cd at low tide, etc, 

Exindimtal. ' Northern and western shorts of the In(^ Ocean, Red 
S» and the Persian Gulf, south to Natal and cast to IntUa; idand< m the 
Red Sea; Laccadive and A nda m a n Is., Ckjinoro Is., Aldabra and Mada- 
gascar • (Peten). 

OTNERAL HABITS. Essentially maritime; gregarious. Keeps in small 
parties and large flocks — of up to 60 or 70 birds recorded from the Anda- 
mans. Sometimes solos. UsuaUy very ^y. Largely crepuscular, feeding like 
piovc^ running about v.ith rainring steps, stopping abruptly and tildng 
loiy,*ard at an oblique angle to pick up food. Very dose in general behaviour 
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to Stone Curlc%v. Flight reminiscent of B^onze^^ingcd Ja^ana {Meiopidius 
indicus) with legs trailing behind, 

FOOD. Chiefly crabs. One examined by Hume in the Andamans had 
fed entirely on the spedes Gonodcctjla chiragra. 

VOICE and c.«xs. According to Baker ' it is said to have a low rather 
musical call *. Shrill notes tchih-uAxh-chuk-ckuk-cfaik uttered in the vidnity 
of the ncst-holcs. A continuous khuk-tchuk kept up at night (Ghccseman)^ 

breedinc. Extralimital as far as ■kno^vn, but may turn up in NW. 
Ceylon as reported by Parker in 1881 (SF 9: 482), not since confirmed. 
Season in the Persian Gulf islands May-June. Nests colonially * rabbit- 
warren * fashion in holes in sandbanks on coral reefi, apparently made by 
crabs and enlarged to suit. Burrows 15-20 cm. in diameter, a metre or 
more deep, ending in an enlarged egg-chamber. E^g — invariably a singleton 
— pure white and quite u nlik e the egg of any other Charadrine bird. It is 
enormous in sire, being quite as large as the egg of JSsorus rrntrrimjfrfr (437), 
a bird double the weight of the Crab Plover, Average size of 30 eggs 65 • 4 X 
45*9 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and period of 
incubation, undetermined. Curiously enough although the bird la>*s only 
a single large egg, it has two lateral brood patches like other waders which 
normally lay 3 or 4. 


Mdseom DtACNosB. Scc under Genus; for detaib of plumage, Baker, loc. dt. 

Chick (in down). ‘ Entirdy covered with long, very pale smoky grey dovm, 
darker on forehead and round eyes. Legs slate grey. The character of the down is 
more Larine than Limicolme, and lafW the mottling and lines which the latter 
nearly alwa^'s show * (Ticehurst). * Red on gonys W’dl devdoped * (Mdnertzhagen) . 
Downy chicks, unlike those of other Charadrines, are hdpless and cannot run or even 
walk for the first few da>’S. 


sttASURrmom 

Wing Bill 

(frt>m feathexs) (from skull) 
cJ'ri' 202-225 55-61 60-70 \ 

9 9 201-216 54-56 62-66 / 


Tarsm TaD 

88-100 64-76 mm, 

(Baker, Whistler) 


W’dght 6 o $ (autumn/winter) 230-300 (av. 265*1) gm- — BNHS. 

coLOtTBs or BABB BABTi. Irts browu. Bill black. Legs and feet greyish white to 
pale glaucous blue. 


APPENDIX 

p. 48. 257a. Tami! Nads Jixn^e Bush QixalL PerSada asiatxca veUorei 
Abdulali & Reuben 


PddiadaasiatvaceUerei Abdulali & Reuben, 1964 , Jour. Bom. nat. Hist. 800 . 64 ( 3 ); 690 
(Vdlorc, North Arcot district, Tamil Nadu) 

LOCAi. NASOS. None recorded. 

nzE and field characters. As of 255, q.v. Scc Key to the Subspecies. 

STATUS, DimuBUTTON and habitat. Resident. North Arcot district, Tamil 
Nadu, probably extending to Shimoga (Karnataka) and Palkonda Hills 
(northeastern Andhra Pradesh) — apparently intergrading with 255— and 
presumably south through Tamil Nadu except for the range of vidali. Plains 
and hills up to r. 1500 m. — dr>’ scnib-and-buih country. 

oenbral habits, food, voice and calls. As of 255. 


. APPENDIX 339 

breedino. As 257. 

^ Subspedcs. Paler than csxalka ( 255 ) and with 

but nor zj balrf a* uiyoparts. Pale streak markings on mantle prominent, 

(=565- Chin and threat dark chocolatc-biiU. (redra 
«jc3tnut in nominate esiaika). ' 

ooEouia or bam parts. As in 255 . 

E. c' (Hpungan Pass, 27°30’ N., 96’48' 
nastof93° Sqitanber 1969 (U Tun Yin in tfiist .) — thus the first record 

^ highly prized 

T, I'M f . “ Bhutan where archery is the national sport, 

p. 29, hne 4. Srj Lanka, 1 record (CBCN, Feb. 1978). 

Ar of Ripley’s SjnopHs of the Birds of Indin and Pakistan 


18L Fot fiirther recovery data see JBNHS 


65: 784-93, 66: 174-82, 630-31, 


Finfoot, Hcliorms Jidica, is reported to carry newly 

Ac rec»t taxonomic revisions in the Order Charadriiformes, 

lamilies p Ripley* s Synopsis of ths Birds of India and Pakistan places the 

hinida. “totuhdae, Recurvirostridae, Ibidorhynchidae, Dromadidac, Bur- 

and GlaieoUdae before Chaiadriidae. 

£ “ Bharatpur (27T4' N., 7r-28’ E.) 29.i.l969, recovered 

• . (45®53' N., 74'’50' E.) 4jc.l969. AnoAer ringed in Ac 

7»iii.l970, recovered m Kcmcrov region (53®37' N., 87®20’ £.) 

30.viu.l970_both in Kazakh SSR. 

in Bharatpur (27"14' N., 77'28' E.) 3 jd.l967, recovered 
»«utianASSR (68°14'N., 145'21' E.) June 1970— e. 6250 km. NE. 

f." '“Swl in Kutch (23T4' N., 68°45' E.) 13jcii.l970, recovered 
“KaiakhSSR( 53 “ 55 'N., 69 ’ 17 ' E.) 19 jt.l 972 — r. 3500 km. N. 

P; ?u. A bird ringed at Point Calimere, Tamil Nadu (10”18' N., 79’52' E.) 
3 j^-^™^r«overed in Kazakh SSR (4y36' N., 77°03' E.) 17.ix.l971 — c. 

R Aberrant migration once recorded. A bird ringed in East A&ica (Lake 
Kenya, 0“26' S., 36T)6’E.) 12.tv.l969, recovered near Meerut, U.P. 
N.,7r42'E.) 16.U.1973. TfcRog, VoL 7,No. 79/1974 — 2. 


REFERENCES CITED 

AR SUia (1945) : 7?j Birds e/Ktash. Oxford University Press, Bombay. 

^ (1949): laEsn Hilt Birds. Osford University Press, Bombay. 

^ SiEa (1953) : 7F» Birds ofTraxnsm endCcAin. Oxford Unh-ernty Press, Bombay. 
^ _Si£a (1962); 7J» Birds ofSOkir-.. Oxford Umversity Press, Madixs. 

Oliver iL, Jr. and Nageiiisa Kureda (1953) : ' Birds of Japan. • BHl Mas. 
. ^^^eoLffertorJ 109(4): 280.637. 


340 REFERENCES 

Baker, E. C. Stuart ( 1 922-31) : Faana e/'BriKifi InduL Birds. 8 vols., Taylor & Francis, 
London. 

Baker, E. C Stuart (1932-5); The J/iSficetion ef Birds ef the Indian Ernpirt, 4 vob., 
Taylor & Francis, London. , 

Bates, R. S. P. and LowAcr, E. H. N. (1952): Birds ef Kashtdr. Oxford 

University Press, Bombay, 

Deignan, H. G. (1945): *The Birds of Northern Dxanand*. Bull. U, S. Akt Mas. 
No. 185. 

Delacour, Jean (1951): The Pheasants of the World. Country Life, London. 
Gardiner, Stanley J. (1903): The Farus erJ Cagreph? ef the MalSse end Leccadke 
Artfdfclagas. 2 vob., Cambridge. 

Hartert, Erast (1910-22): Die Vogel der pelderktisehen Feasia. Bcrlin- 
Henry, G. M. (1955) : A Cade to the Birds of Ceylon. Oxford Univerrity Pres, Bombay. 
Hume, A. O. and Oates, Eugene (1889-90) : Kests end Eggs ef TrAiat Birds. 3 vols., 
2nd ed-, R. H. Porter, London. 

Hume, A. O. and Marshall, a H. T. (1878-80): The Game Birds ef India, Burma, 
ad C^lon. 3 voU., London. 

Jcrdcaj,T, C. (1862-4): The Birds ef India. 2 vols. (3 parts), Calcutta. 

LaTouAe, J. D. D. (1931-4) : A Hendheek efthe Bhds ef Eastern CSdna. 2 vols., Taylor 
& Franos, London. 

Mason, a W. and Maxwdl-Lcfroy, H. (1912): 'The Food of Birds in India*. 

Menu Agr. Dept. ItuEa, Entomological Series VoL 3. 

Mrincrtihagcn, R. (1930): JllalPs, Birds ef Egypt. 2 vols., Hugh Rees, London. 
Mernertzhagen, R. (1954): Bfriii ef drc 5 £ 3 . OAtt & Boyd, Edinburgh. 

Peters, J. L. (1931- . ) : Checi-Est efL^ Birds efthe World. Vob. 1-7, 9, 15 published 
to 19^. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Mass. 

Phillips, ^V. W. A (1953): A (19ST) Rensed Oetklist ef the Birds ef C^. The 
National Museums of Ceylon. Natural History Scries (Zoology). 

Phillips W. W. A (1958): • 1956 Supplement to Ac 1952 Revised Checklist of the 
Birds of Ceylon *. Spdia i^^sntca 28(2): 183-92. 

Rensch, B. (1932): 'Ist Galbs cartas dner der Ahncn des Haushuhns?* Arefdsfxir 
Berlin, Jahrg. 6 , Hcfr 10: 316-17. 

Ridimond, C 2 i 3 rles W. (1903): * Birds collected by Dr W. L. Abbott and Mr C. B. 

Klees ID the Andaman and Nicobar IsIanA *. Free. U. S. Xai. Mar. 25: 287-314. 
Smytlues, B, E. (1953); The Birds ef Bunra. Oliver t Boyd, Edinburgh. 

Strocmann, En)kn (1927-34): HandbuA der Zoologie von Kukenthal, Vol. 7. 

Aves. Walter de Gruyter £c Co., Berlin. 

Ticdiuiat, C. B. (1922-24) :* The Birds cf Sind *- /Kr (8 parts). 

■ncriiurst, C. R (1926): * On Ac down plumages of sos*.e Indian budi-*-: JBNHS 
3US6S-73, 

Van Tyne, Josselyn, and Berg e r, Andrew J. (1959); FerAmenisU ef Ornsdadogyi* 
New York. 

Wait, W. E. (1931) : Mcrsal ^ tV Birds ef Crf-cn. 2cd ed., Ceylon Journal of Scicscc. 
Whistler, Hugh (1944); ‘The Avifrunal Survey of CejdonL SpeUa ^^lardea 23 
(3&4): 119-321. 

WiAcrby, H. F., Jourdain, F. G R., Ticriiunt, N. F. and Tudar, B. W. (1933-41): 
The Hendieek ef BridA Birds. 5 vob., H. F. & G. ^Vhherby, London. 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 3 : 1-4 

2 CHARADRIIFORMES 


Order Gkaradriipormes (cont)* 

Family Burhinidab: Stone Curlews, Thick-knees 

For morphology and other details see Strescmann, E.» 1927-34, Jces : 775; Baker, 
E. a S., 1929. FBI 6: 76 (Oedicnemidae) ; Van T>t3C, J., & Berger, A, J., 1959: 
445; Pitman, C. R. S., 19W, Artide ‘Thickknee* in 'Ihomson, A. L. (^), 


jyieU Birdt, I^don and New York. 

Key to the Genera Page 

Bill much longer than head and compressed laterally Etaais 4 

BiH not longer th«n head and not compressed Burhtnus 1 


Genus Burhinus lUiger 

Barhams lUiger, 1811, Prodromus: 250. Type, by monotypy, Charainm magmrosiris 
Latham 

Bill shorter than head, stout, straight, broader at base than high. Nostrils elongate, 
placed in a shallow groove. Forehead high; eyes very large. Wing long and pointed: 
2nd primary (as.) longest. Tail of 12 slightly graduated feathers. No hind toe; nail 
of middle toe broad and dilated on the inner side. 

Burhinus oedicnemus (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Sabspedea 

Larger, wing e. 228 - 244 mm. ; paler and leas buff B. o. horiaA 

Smaller, wingr. 203-222 mm.; darker and more buff B. o. indieus 

435, Per^sux Stone Carttvf* Burhinus oediaimusharUrti Vauric 

Burhinus oedicnanus harferti'Va.unCt 1963, Amer. Mus. Novit., No. 2131:2 
(Kafir Kala, northern. Khorasan, eastern Iran) 

Cf. Abdulali, H., 1970, JBNHS 67: 288 
Baker, FBI No. 2048, Vol. 6; 79 

LOCAL NAMES. KdrtPdndk, Bdrsiri (Hindi). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge 4-; length e. 41 cm. (16 in.). 

FIELD CBARAOTER5. As in thc Indian race (436), q.v. 

STATUS, DBTREBUnoN and habitat. Resident, vdA some local movements: 
West Pa^tan (Baluchistan, Sind, W. Punjab) and NW. India south through 
Rajasthan and N. Gujarat to Kutch, the population there intergrading with 
436. Affects open semi-desert and stony scrub country, dry river- and tank 
beds with balwol groves and tamarisk jungle, etc. 

Extralimital. Northern Africa from Morocco to Egypt, south to the Tadc- 
mat Plateau, Tuareg Mts and Faiyum; Crete, C)^)!!^; southern Palestine 
south to Sinai; desert of Kara Kum, and Afghanistan southward to the 
Persian Gulf, Baluchistan, and the Indian Desert (after Peters). 

* 2nd tdilion, following recent revisions in this Order (Quradriifarmes) by Jehl, 

J. R., 1968, Mem. San Diega Sae. Mat. Hist. 3: 1-53, places the Dmilies Burhinidae and 
Glareolidae along with RostratuUdae, Ibidorhynchidae and Dromadidae before Charad- 
riidae. 

1 


GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in thc Indian race (436), 

BREEDiNO. Season, nest, and eggs as in the Indian race. Eggs have been 
taken round Karachi and elsewhere in Sind, and near Dcra Ismail Khan 
in thc former N.W.F. Province (W. Pakistan). -Average size of 15 eggs 
48*7 X 36-6 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. The race hartertx is paler and, on an average, larger tluj 
biditus of peninsular India and Ceylon (Vatirie, loc. ciL). Birds from our arid north- 
westeni portiom (Sind, Rajasthan, N. Gujarat, Kutch) are inlcnnediate.but doser 
to sndias in all respects. 

MEASUREMENTS. Five examples from Gujarat measure: 


Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

TaU 

4 cJ'd’ 223-227 

(from skull) 
44-46 

82-88 

II5-II6 mm. 

1 9 217 

46 

81 

107 nun. 

COLOURS OF BARE 

PARTS. .As in 436. 

- 

(SA) 


436. Indiftn Stone Curlew. Burhinus oediaimus indieus (Salv’adpri) 

Otdiammis indieus Salvadori, 1865, Atti Soc. Ital. Sd. Nat Milano 8: 381 (India) 
Burhitms oedienmsis majii Koelz, 1939, Proc, Biol. Soc. Wash. 52: 82 (Londa, Bombay) 
Baker, FBI No. 2047, Vol. 6: 77 
Plate 39, fig. 14 and Plate 42, fig. 11 • 

LOCAL NAMES. KdrwSndkf Bdrsiri (Hindi); Lemhi (falconers); AXerew, ChhSti 
shilah&tan (Bengal); Kolle;sdu (Telugu); Kdndl snosdl ( ■*» jungle hare), XennSdi 41 
kdtti (Tamil) ; Vejdlidfatdn (Malayalam) ; Golu kireltnvd, Golu kirald (Sinhala) ; Musdl 
kinandi (Tamil, Ceylon). 

SIZE. Grey Partridge + ; length c. 41 cm. (16 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark-streakcd sandy brown plovcr-Iikc cunorial 
bird with thick head, long bare yellowish ‘thick-kneed* legs, and huge 
ydlow * goggle * eyes. At rest a broad bufiy bar on the closed wings, and in 
flight two narrow white bars and a conspicuom white patch in the dark 
svings are suggestive pointers. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Paler than adult, more marked with buff and 
with thc streaks on the underparts narrower. White tving markings 1»J 
distinct. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with some local move- 
ments. All India (including Assam and Manipur), both Pakistans, Nepal, 
Ceylon — plains and up to c. 1000 m. in the Himalayas and peninsular 
hills; low-country Dry zone in Ceylon. Restricted to deciduous biotope. 
Affects stony hillsides and hummocks with sparse”dhSk {BuUa) and thorn 
scrub, light forest, dry riverain tracts and tank beds with babool and tama- 
risk jungle, mango' topes and orchards, and groves of trees around villages 
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— even rambling jungly gardens in urban areas, c,g. New Delhi. In Madhya 
Pradesh oRen found in the same fades 'as Painted Spurfowl {Galloperdix 
lunxdcia). 

Extralimital. Burma, south-west and central Thailand, and Cambodia* 

GENERAL HABITS. Terrestrial, cursorial, largely crepuscular and noc- 
turnal. Usually seen in pairs or small parties of 5 or 6; in winter sometimes 
loose gatherings, or fio^, of up to 50 or more. Sedentary and parochial, 
inhabiting thc same grove or patch of scrub jungle day after day, but 
subject to erratic local movements in winter, Slug^h during daytime, 
spending the hot hours under a shady grove or in shrubbery, lying low 
and flushed only by a dog or beaters, or when almost trodden on. The 
birds then fly a short distance low over thc ground, running to hide them- 
selves upon alighdng. When suspicious or alarmed they scuttle off with 
quick pattering steps, slinking furtively — neck retracted, head ducked — 
occasionally squatting and ‘ freezing * svith neck pressed flat on thc ground, 
thc large unblinking eye surreptitiously following thc intruder’s movements. 

In this posture thc bird’s plumage gives it perfect camouflage even at dose 
range, magically transforming it into a pat of desiccated cowdungl Flight 
strong, Hith action reminiscent of both plover and bustard. Emerges into 
open dealings at dusk to feed, and is partial to roads through forest. Runs 
ahead of an approaching car, taking short flights in the. beam of the head- 
lights and momentarily re-alighting to be instantly disturbed again. In 
the darkness thc pcculiai^ flickering or vibrating wing-tips and thc white 
markings on thc wings proclaim its identity. 

FOOD. Insects, worms, slugs, small reptiles, mice (?), along with which 
is usually swallowed a quantity of grit; occasionally some seeds. Among 
stomach contents thc following insects have been identified: Chrolcgonus 
sp., Uimatisrmu sp., carabid and tenebriom’d beetles, Camponatus compressus 
ants, and the mole-cricket Gryllotalpa afrieana (Mason & Lefroy, 1912). 

VOICE and calls. A scries of sharp, clear, quick-repeated whilling 
screaim piekpnck-plck-piek-pid:, often en^ng up with pick-wick, piek-wiek, 
pick-wick, etc, somewhat slower in tempo with accent on second syllabic. ' 
Timbre of call reminiscent of curlew. Mostly heard at dusk and dawn; 
frequently throughout moonlit nights. The birds arc particularly noisy 
during thc brcftiing season, often engaging in uneven duets or trios from 
different quarters. Also a single whistling scream, slowly repeated. 

SUEZDJNO. Stttiifn, Februarj' to August, duefly March and April. In 
Ceylon April to September, chiefly June and July. Mest, a shallow ifrilincd 
scrape on stony ground at the base of a bush, grass-tmsock, dod of earth, 
or stone, in a dry shingly river bed, mango orchard or w'astc land. Egg/, 
normally 2 — exceptionally 3 — pale stone-colour or buff, blotched and 
smudged with bladdsh brown, sometimes strongly tinged with purplish or 
reddish, and with secondary grey markings. Variations occur. The shape 
varies from broad to long o\*aI, generally quite obtuse. at the smaller end, 
rarely rather pointed. Average size of 68 eggs 47*6 X 34*7 mm. (Baker). 
Incubation b)* both sexes but chiefly by female. ^Vhen one bird is sitting, 
the other usually keeps guard in the proximity of the nesL Downy chicks 
as cr^'ptically coloured as thc eggs, Jess actire than in most other plovers 
during thc first fesv da)s; squatdng doggo on approadi of an intruder and 
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n!«l.in E miraculously into the background. Brooded and tended by both 

irents. ‘ . «-i. • j- 

Musiuu PiACNOSB. For detaiU of plumage see Baler, loc. eit. The rare 
darker and, on an average, smaUer than hmUrti of the and poruoni ofNW. Indus 

C^'c^lf^osvn). Forehead, crosvo, back and svings sandy s^klcd with 
ack; centre of cmsvn with two longitudinal black lines; a broad black ^nd from 
dund eye round the nape; cheeks, dun, sides of head and underpatts bnlTy 
ore b^on breast and with a black patch on its upper portion; two 
les along each side of ridge of back; two lateral black bars from base of wings o 

il-tull. * Iris brown; bill and legs dusky pink* (Inglb). 

SttASOMMims. Specimens from peninsular India and Ceylon give 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

e ji.a 205-220 11^6 01-85 105-108 mm. 

6?? ' 9^2 7 4W6 7M5 91-108 mm. 

699 ia7-2// VO-I (SA,HW) . 

corouas or nA« rAam. Iris yellow: eyelid yellow. Bill: base yellow, remainder 
ack. Legs and feel peenish yeUow. „-,„raUit 

MisoELUUtEOUS. An observation recorded by a " ‘ 

vSdonald, A. St.J., 1950, JBNHS 49: 556 ) suggests 
le Stone Curlew lose its scent during the ^ their 

round-nesUng birds, as a protection against 
ose, but on The other hand may actually develop an ‘J"®”®” 
utc to deter its enemies further. This oteerver ate Stone CuJ 

-excellent fare in other scason5 — whu* his 

ose out and retrieve, and found it to taste ‘ like a pigeon boiled )n quinine 
•his poses an interesting problem for e^rimentaoon. , ^ 

The aboriginal Murias of Bastar district (M.P.) Jju 

tone Curlew srill not cross a mound or ndge of w(^ ridge of 

cadily cross one of earth. They snare t he bird by throwing a ow ndgeo 
shes across the bird’s accustomed palli and thus diverting it alo g 
ap in which a horse-hair noose has been set (Kirkpatrick, K. M., > 


Genus Esacus laeison 

Freon Lesson, 1831, Tiaitd d'Om., bvr. 7: 547. Type, by monotypy, Or£r««> 

, recurrirostris Cuvier 

Orthorhemphus Salvadori, 1874, Ucc. Boraeo, in Ann. Mus. Gv. Genova . 
T^pe, by monotypy, Oedicnemxu ViriUot 

Pistlnguiihed from Burhinus by its much more massive 1^1, whlcli centpresKw 
and nearly twice the length of the middle toe without claw, 

' Esacus maojobottris (Vicillot) 

Key to the Svhepeele* 

Oilmen curving strongly upwanls. F. m. TieurF^tris 

Culmcn straight or *Im«t so '.....Km. magairtstfiJ 
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437, Great Stone Plover. Esaats magnirostris recurviTosins (Cuvier) 

Oedicnarm recvrtinstns Cuvier, 1829, Rigne Anim., cd, 2, 1: 500, note 2 
(No locality = Nepal, jWf Baker) 

Ba^, FBI No. 2049, Vol. 6: 80 
Plate 39, fig. 15 and Plate 42, fig. 12 

local names. Baid karwcnik (Hindi); AH (teeners); Gdnga Htci ** Ganga 
lapwing, Badd shilabcldn (Bengal); Bdigttra (Miris of plains, Assam). 

SIZE. Domestic hen; length c. 51 cm. (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Icggy thick-hcaded, massive-billed plover — -a 
larger edidon of the Stone Curlew but more or less imifonn greyish sandy 
above, white below.- The distinctly upturned-looking black and yellow 
bill, enormous yellowish ‘goggle* eyes, with white spectacle-marking 



Xtf.i 

around them and two blackish bands above and below, are leading pointers, 
as is also a blackish lateral band near shoulder of closed wing. Sexes alike. 
In flight the peculiar arched profile of the back and a round white patch 
flashing on the black wing-quills are additional clues. Distant flight sil- 
houette strikingly duck-like. 

For do^vny chick sec Museum Diagnosis, 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Mainly resident but with some local 
migratory (?) movements — all India (including Assam and Manipur), 
both PaHstans, Nepal, Ceylon (lo^v-country Dry zone). Essentially riverain, 
affecting rocky bc^ of the larger rivers and their barren enrirons in deci- 
duous biotope; occasionally sea beaches, tidal estuaries and salt-pans. 

Extralimital. Burma, central Vietnam (Annam), and Hainan Island. 

-LOCAL MIGRATION? Regular seasonal appearances and disappearances as 
reported from certain areas une.xpl^ed and needing study. In Manipur 
appears regularly every year in August (earliest 29 July) and only stays 
until September, frequenting only pardcular grazing groimds and not 
others seemingly equally suitable. Never observed on * return migration * 
(Higgins, 1934, JBNHS 37; 83). On Rameswaram Island (South India) 
present and fairly common except in certain months, with a marked influx 
during October to December (Biddulph, 1938, JBNHS 40: 250). 

GENERAL HABITS. Like thc Stonc Curlew, also largely crepuscular and 
nocturnal, but distinctly not so shade-loving. Spends the day drowsing in 
the full glare of the sun on some baking hot sheet rock on a river bank or 
islet. Usually keeps in pairs or small parties of 4 to 5; occasionally loose 
flocks of up to 20 or so* Actions and behaviour very 436. It is a fast 
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runner and can swim creditably on occasion, riding the water high like a 
duck. 

FOOD. Mainly crabs, thc heavy bill being well adapted for prising up 
stones to procure them from underneath. Doubtless also cats frogs, molluscs, 
insects and other small animals lurking in such places. Has been observed 
to rob thc nest of a Kentish Plover, swallo^ring thc eggs entire (Dharma- 
kumarsinhji, 1949, JBNHS 48: 809). 

VOICE and calls. ‘ A loud harsh single note; a low hiss when angry or 
frightened * (Baker). ‘ A loud creaking note not at all like thc “ curlew ** 
call of thc common Stone Plover * (Betts). * Wild wailing cries kree^krte^ 
kref kr£‘kT£-kre-kre-kre * (Phillips). 

BREEDiKO. Sfosoriy February to June, chiefly to mid April; in Ceylon 
January to August, chiefly during April to July. ATeif, a shallow scrape on 
an exposed sandbank in a river bed, imshcltcrcd by bush or clod. Eggs 
frequently laid on bare sheet rock. More or less the same site is occupied 
year after year if undisturbed. Eggs, 2 — very like those of thc Stone Curlew 
in shape, coloration and markings, only larger. Average size of 60 eggs 
54*4 X 41*0 mm. (Baker). As in Stone Curlew, both sexes incubate and 
tend thc young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). * Covered with close ** furry** down. Narrow frontal band 
and line to c>'e, under eye and thence to occiput black; broken black lines on each 
side of spine, meeting at level of thighs and sending transverse bar to base of ^vmgs, 
black; short black line over thighs; rest of upi>crpart3 “ pepper and salt *’ colour, 
finely dotted wth black. Underparts white* (Ticehurst). For a more detailed des- 
cription sec Whbtlcr, H., 1912, JBNHS 21 : 1074. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from feathers) 

<P9 252-273 74-87 r. 80-84 mm. 

(Baker) 

Tail £. 112 mm. (SA). * Average weight 1 lb. 12 oz.* ( = r. 7M gm.) — Hume. 

COLOURS OF HARE PARTS. Iris Icmon ycUow, Bill: sides at base including gape 
and base of lower mandible bright chrome yellow; entire culmen and rest of bill 
black. Legs and feet greenish grey; claws black. 


438. Australian Stone Plover. Esacus magnirostris magnirostris (Vieillot) 

Oediatermis tTtagrnrostjis Vieillot, * Geoflroy Sl Hilaire *= Vieillot, 1818, Nouv, Diet. 
HisL Nat. 23: 231. (No locality = Australia, 1819, «r pL G 39, f. 1, 28) 
Baker, FBI No. 2050. VoL 6 : 81 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Domestic hen; length c. 57 cm. (22i in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Larger than 437; readily distinguished from it by 
flic comparatively enormous straighter bill and much more contrasty 
black and while markings on the head. Sexes alike. 

status, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Andaman Islands : recorded on 
almost every island — Little Cocos, North Bolton, Niell, Sir Hugh Rose, 
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Qnque, North Button, Little Button, etc. Not in the Nicobars. Affects 
muddy and sandy seashores. 

Extralimital, * The greater part of the IndoAustralasian region from thc 
Andaman Is. and the coasts of the Malay Peninsula, Philippines, Borneo 
and Sumatra, cast to the Bismarck Archipelago, New Guinea, Solomon 
Is., New Caledonia and Australia ’ (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. Vciy Httlc - recorded in our limits. Evidently s imil ar 
to the Indian race TfcuTvirostris except that it Is exclusively maritime. Keeps 
sandy beaches in pairs or small parties, somediries in assodadon 
with Crab Plovers {Dromas ardrola), 
food. Crabs and shellfish. 

VOICE and cau^, * An eerie double syllable, unique and unmistakable * 
(Gaims). * A mournful w££~loo harsh in tone ’ (Condon & McGill). 

BREEDiNa. Season in thc Andamans (Litdc Cocos, near Port Blair, Cinque 
•}» Mar^ and April — so far as knoum. Nest, a hollow scratched on the 
seashore just above lugh-water mark either in shingle or sand or among 
flots^ ivashcd up by the ddes. Eggs, I or 2, creamy ^vhite irregularly 
strewed, spotted and blotched svith black or brownish black, \vith secondary 
m^kinp of inky grey. Average size of 15 eggs 63*7 X 45*0 mm. (Baker), 
hare of thc sexes and incubadon period not recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis, Bill differs from 437 in being much broader and deeper wth 
the culmen almost straight instead of strongly upeurved. For description of plumage 
tee Baker, loc. cit.; for fiiUer dfetails Hume, 1874, SF 2: 291-2. 

measurements ' 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from feathers) 

o’ 9 266-277 76-82 89-84 mm. 

^ » (Baker) 

■ Average weight 2 lb. 4 or.’ (c. 1025 gra.) — Hume. 

FLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris and orbital »Vin chrome yellow. Bill black, ^'cUowish 
^t extreme base. Legs and feet ydlow, greenish yellow or grcjTsh yellow; claws 
black. 


Family Glareolidae: Coursers (Courier Plovers), Pratincoles. 

For morphology and other details sec Stresemann, E., 1927-34, Avesi 776; Baker, 
^ G. S., 1929, FBI 6: 84; Van Tyne, J., & Berger, AJ., 1959: 446; Pitman, C. R- S., 
Artide * Pratincole * in Thomson, A L. (ed.,) New Diet. Birds, London and 
New York. 

Key to the Genera 

Page 

^^d toe absent; tarsus equal to about one-third of wing or more 

' Cursoriiis 7 

A small hind toe present ; tarsus equal to about one-fifth of wing Glsrtola 12 

Genus Cursorius Latham 

Csrimat Latham,' 1790, Index Orn. 2: 751. Type, by subsequent derignadoa, 
Chsjtidjius evropcevs X.atham == Cfieredniis eierscr I .atha m 
^fecntSTnus * Jerdon *= Blyth, 1848, Jour. As. Soc. Bengal 17; 254. Tj-pc, by 
monotj-py, Meeretarsius titjryMto * jerdon *= BbTh. Not Mecnisnss Lac^pide, 
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1799, 1800, 1801, or Maentarsus Link, 1795. Sec also Macrotarsius Htorquatta Blyth, 
1849, Jour. As. Soc. Bengal 18: 260. 

RhinoptUus Strickland, 1852 (1850), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 220. New name for 
Macrotarsus (ric) of Blyth, preoccupied by Macrotarsus I^acipMe, in cnort (Blyth, 
tom. dt. supra, spdt his name Mccrotarsius). Type, by subsequent designation, Chr- 
sorius ehakopterus. (Sharpe, 1896, CaL Bds. Bril. Mus. 24: 43, erroff, an invalid 
designation under Art. 30, Rule (f). International Rules of Zoological Nomen- 
clature.) 

Bill rather long, slender, and slightly arched. TarSxis and bare tibia slender, 
shielded m front and behind. No hind toe; anterior toes short, midefle toe loiigcr 
than thc lateral ones with its claw expanded internally or slightly pectinated. Wmgs 
long and pointed. Tail short and almost even. 

Key to the Spedes 

Page 

A Bill straight; breast with two transverse bands C. bitorquatis 1 1 

B Bill rather long, narrow and slightly curved downward; no pectoral 

bands ^ 

1 Crovm rufous in front, grey behind (adult) ; or, if lacking, breast cream 

coloured ® 

Crown chestnut throughout with small bbek nuchal spot (adult) ; or, u 
lacking, breast dull rufous (imm.) C eoronumdelicut 9 


439. Crcamcolonred or Desert Courser. Cursorius cursor cursor (Latham) 

Charadrius Cursor Latham, 1787, Gen. Sjn. Bds., Suppk 1 : 293 (Kent) 

Baker, FBI No. 2051, VoL 6: 85 
Plate 38, fig. 1 and Plate 41, fig. 17 

LOCAL NAMES. Askolo (Brahui, Baluchistan); OihBta tori (Kutch). 

sTTE. Grey Partridge — ; Icngtfi c. 23 cm. (9 in.). 

field characters. A sandy buff lapsving-Ukc cursorial bird of senu- 
desert country with longish bare wHtc legs and slender, slightly arching 
black bill. Thc rufous and ashy grc>' c^o^^•n ivith a broad black and white 
stripe finm behind c>’C to nape, and bUck edging to thc closed wings (pri- 
maries) are leading pointen. Sexes alike. 

On the ground, colour scheme and general effect remarkably like ^ 
enlai^ edition of thc Desert Lark (Alcemon claudipes) which shares its 
barren habitat In flight, thc. black Uning of the narrow pointed wings is 
a striking feature. 

Young (immature). Paler duller sandy with the upperparts wavily 
barred with blackish brown. No rufous or grey in the crosvn. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtrnos and habitat. ^Vinter visitor (August to April) to 
the arid portions of W. Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab), and SW. 
India — Rajasthan (SE. to about Ajmer) and Gujarat (Banaskantha, KutA, 
Saurashtra). Affects semi-desert and desert country — sunbaked f3is with 
sparse Scln!a and Stuia bushes, or dotted with Ceppais and hummocks of 
wind-blown sand. Also sandy fallow fields on the desert edge. 
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ExtrcTcriid. * Brrxds is. N. AKca frors Morocco lo tiic Red Sea, Palestine 
caiTMi'ard throa^ Mesopotamia (Iraq) to S. and \S . Persia, perhaps faniier- 
In ■winter occuning as far S. as Laic Chad and Somaliland and extending 
to India. Occasional in Europe north lo the Bridsh Isles and Germany 
(Peters). 

scsxATia:?. No ria^g or other predse data. 

czszsj d^ KAsns. Similar, to Indian Courser (440), q.v., with ss'fuch it 
sometimes associates where their habitats os'crlap. Keeps in locsc scattered 
parties of 6 to 10 birds, occasionally up to SO or more. Flight and wing 
action closely resembles pratiacolcs’- 

rooD. ChieSy insects — caterpillars, beetles, ants, locusts, etc. . 

VOICE and CAI 1 .S. Very silent. Occasionally a low clucking note on the 
wing somesvfcat like that of the Common Sandgrouse. 

p -grrn rvn- Extralimital, but some suggesm-c circumstantial c%’idence of 
nestreg, sporadically (?) in Bahawalpur and Kutch. 

Mesmne Diagkccs. For dtscriptioa cf p hmag e see Baker, loc. cit. 
sgAJtmo gyn 



Em 

(fromskuH) 

Tairas 

Ta3 

* e'e’ 160-171 

30-32 

52-60 

63-68 mm. 

4 9 9 I62-I66 

29-33 

55-57 

64-66 mm. 
(SA) 

Hirtert {\’6g. PaL Faim 2: 1524) gfra ts roIlcn.-j: 


<f'9 155-166 

30-32-5 

56-60 

61-64 mm. 


(mordy 155-164) 

COLoras or SAStz PAsm. Iris brown- BUI black. Legs and feet creamy white cr 
Eohy white. 


440. Indian Cotirser. Cia-iorisi carcmcr^licaj (Gmdin) 

C?.credr^ Gtaelia, 1729, Spt. Nat, 1 (^t €92 (Coromandel Coast) 

Baker, FBI No. 2052, VoL 6: £6 
Plate 38, fig. 2 and Plate 41, fig. 18 
LOCAL yAJtfzs. wVtjbi (Hindi); TXceii (Nlinhikars, Bihar); Terra ^alsrrS. 
(Telugn) ; Weli iirdd (Sinhala) ; Al laid (TamD, Ceylon) ; Kfli (Ivfalayalam). 

SIZE. Grej' Partridge — ; length e. 26 cm. (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A sandy brmvm lapwing-like cursorial bird with 
chetnut and black underparts, slender slightly arching blads: bill, and 
long bare diina-whitc I^. The rich rufous 
ermm with a conspicuous double black and 
tvhite stripe through and above eye to nape 
arc diagnostic. Sexes alike. In flight remini- 
scent of pratincole, the dark undersides of 
the narrow pointed wings heightening the 
resemblance. 

Young (immature), Aborff dull buff 
xaVj irrt^lariy barred with blackish brown. A 

small pale supcrcSium but no black stripe 
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below it, jBr/rm, chin and abdomen white; breast duH rufous, more or h- 
barred with blackish. 

For downy chick see >.Iu5cuxa Diagtiosss, 

sTATtis, DETSiauTiox and HAEtTAT. Resident. Common but TL‘k- 
patchily distributed everywhere; also partly nomadic and/or locally rdh 
ratory' (?) — 4V. Pakistan ^aluchistan, Sind, Punjab), all India (cxccpiq 
Assam and hlanipur), E. Pakistan, Nepal tcrai. In Cc^'lon rcridmt h 
the low-country I>ry'’ zone, chiefly around JaSia Peninsula. ^Afltets 67 
stony plains and D^can plateau country — waste and fallow 
scatter^ scrub, ploughed fields, and village graang grotinds. Avoids area 
of hea\y* rainfall as well as pure desert, but associate with Crcamcoloerri 
Courser (439) at the seam of its desert habitat. 

LocAi. MOVESsens- No ringing or other precise data. 

CENESLAL HABITS. TciTCstrial and cuisoriaL Keeps in pairs or scanCTsi 
parties and small flocks in op^ country, where its coloradon ts astomsHedy 
oblitcrati'vc as Jong as the bird remains still. Runs about swiftly in jbx: 
spurts dipping forward obliquely cs'cry now and again in ch^ctohm 
plover style to pick some insect. When alarmed or suspicious the bird 
spurts forv/ard a few' metres, halting abruptly evury little while to peU 
itself erect for a good look at the intruder before making the next spun, 
and so on, quickly increasing the distance betsveen itself and the ob^ 
of its suspicion. If further pressed, rises with a peculiar note and flics fild; 
low* along the ground for maybe fifty or a hundred metres, resuming 13 
spurts immediately upon touching down. ^Vhen thorougUy disturbed, 
rises higher in the air with deliberate rapid ^ving-st^okc3, then sho-wing 1 
considerable turn of speed. The narrows* pointed dark-lined wings and £i^ 
silhouette arc distinctly like a pratincole’s. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects — beetles and thar larvae, grasshoppers, crickets, 
etc. 

v'Oicm and cauls. Very sflent. A low* clucking note on flushing. 

BREEDiKc. Season overall March to August, the most fawured mentb 
\*arying locally; in Ceylon mainly May. a shallow* unlincd scrape ca 
the bare soil on arid fallow or waste land. Eggs^ 2 or 3, pale )-ellowT3h stese- 
colour to rich yclloiv-buff, tMckly spotted and blotched ^viih black; v.itb 
minor variations. They arc smooA-surfaced, broad blunt ovals. Incubadca 
and tending of chicks largely by female, but male also assists. Period 
incubation undctcrmiricd. Unlike lapwings, the parents do not demonstrate 
when nest approached or chicks handled. Both eggs and downy chicb 
remarkably camouflaged, merging perfectly into their surroundings and 
becoming completely lost even at a couple of metres’ distance the instant 
the observer takes his eyes off them. 

M e s s CM Diacnoss. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. dL 

Chick (in down). ‘ Whole head, wings and uppcrparls mottled ginger, creamy 
white and black with no definite pattern. Underparts creamy white, pectoral region 
ginger; legs grejish ’ (TicebuTSt). 

«2AscasncEKTS 

■VVing Bni Tama Tail 

(from skull) 

o’ 9 143-163 23-30 49-57 45-64 mta. 

(SA, H>V) 
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No sire difiercBCc bcDi-eca the sexes, but birds from Ceylon clmaDy somewhat 
imaller than from peninsular lodia. 

OOLcras or base pasts. Iris dork brown or hazel. Bill black. Legs and feet 
china-wfaite or ivory white. 


441. Jerdon’s or Donblebanded Coarser. Cursenus biterquaius (Blyth) 

Merrzlsmis Hicrqsztis * Jerdon *= Blyth, 1848, Jour. As. Soc. Bengal 17; 254 
(Eastern Ghats of the peninsula of India) 

Baker, FBI No- 2033, VoL 6: 83 
Plate 38, fig. 3 

LOCAL TtAKZS. wfdiri s= * Jun^c empty-pTirse ’ (Tclugu) recorded by 

Jerdon, csigmadcal and not locally current or understood 1 

SIZE. More or less same as Indian Councr (440) ; length c. 27 cm. (lOf in,). 
FIELD CHARACTERS. An ob^Tous closc relation of the Indian Courser. 
Abczei Crm^'n and hindncck dark brown with broad whitish superciHa 
lores Jooping round nape; rat of upper plumage pinkish sandy brown, 
•arfex; chin and throat whitish; forencck rufous, separated from brown 
breast by* a W'hite band; a second w’hiie band across lower breast; rest of 
underparts whitish. Tail white and black. A white wing;-bar prominent in 
flight. Sexes alikc- 

sTATTs, DBTRiBL'TTON' and nABiTAT. Pracnt Status unknown; ostensibly 
camact. Beiie^'td by Jerdon (c. 1864) to be a permanent rendent apparently* 
^th an extremely limited range. Recorded rarely since first described in 
1848 and only from the Penner and Godas'ari A-alIey ”3 in Andhra — NcHorc, 
Cuddaf^, Sironcha, Bhadrachalam, and Anantapur neighbourhoods. Last 
authentic record in 1900, since when thorough search by competent omi- 
Aologists 1^ failed to rediscover it in the same Icxalicia or cbcwhcrc. 
Unlike Indian Courser was found on rocky* undulating ground Mth thin 
forat and scrub jungle, not in open waste land. 

CENTRAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. '\\ss * found in small parlia, 
not very noisy, bat occasionally uttering a plaintive cry * (Jerdon). Blanford 
met pairs twice and three birds together once (1867 and 1871) and describa 
the flight as more rapid than Indian Courser’s. 

BRErDDic, A clutch of 2 cg^ claimed to have been token by* an anony- 
mous wntcr in the defunct Asian new-spaper in 1895, They were described 
as bright ycllow-stcne, the ground colour almost obliterated by* black 
^crawly biotcha^arni-spcti; laid on the ground in tHn scrub jungle. No 
authentic mforTnarion avaflable. Two males collected by* Blanford on 5 and 
8 March (1871) near Bhadrachalam showed no gonadal developracaL 
Mctrrv Pwesosa. ^^'icg rather Ic« pointed than in Indian Coarser; and 
3fd prrm -a riei (oi.) longest and mbequoL Bm smaller, straight and rather broader 
at base than in 440. For description cf plumage sec Baker, loc. eiL 
saAn-axMyim 

Wing Eul Tonus Ta3 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 I6I-IG8 IB-19 C3 64-65 rnm. 

(Baker) 
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COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Ifis umbcT brown. Bill blackish at tip of both mandiblo, 
pale yellow* at gape and base as far as nostrils. Legs and feet pale yeUowah white 
srith a fleshy tinge; solo flesb-colouitid; claws homy (Blanford). 

Genus Glareola Brisson 

Ghnala Brfsjon, 1760, Oro. 1: «; S: HI. Type, by tauton)my, CImli Brision 
«= Hirjnda prednssla Linnaeus 

Bill short, wide and rather hi^ al hue; culmcn curved; gape very large. W mg 
long and narrow; first primary (as.) longest; closed vrings reaching to tip 
beyond taiL Tanus short, scutcHaied in front and behind; hind toe well developed 
and raised above the anterior toa at base; lateral loa short; outer and iriddlc 
too united by a small web. dawT long, that of middle toe pectinated on inner 
margin. 

Key to the Species 

Page 

Tan deeply forked; wing exceeding 170 nun -G./rclrtfola 12 

Tail nearly even; wing under 170 nun. •I'* ^ 

Glareola prattncola (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Oulcf tail-feathers exceeding central tafl-fcathers by about 50 

mm. C.p.pradrssls 

Outer lail-featheii exceeding central ta3'fcathcTS by 25 mn u or 
leas C.f.rnl£aarts^ 

442. Collared Pratincole or Swallow-Plover. Glareda pretirssls 
pratineola (Linnaeus) 

HiranAa Prctszcoio Linnaeus, 1766, SysL NaL, cd. 12, 1: 345 (Shores of louditHi 
Eurtspe and ra Austria; restricted type locality, Austria, BOU Committee) 
Baker, FBI No. 2054. VoL 6; 89 
Plate 44. fig. 2 

LOCAL KAices. Nonc recorded. 

nzE. MyTia slimmer. Length r. 23 cm. (9 in.). 

nziD CHARACTERS. A short-lcggcd plover, shaped like a tern, wth 
narrow*, pointed wings extending when closed to tip of deeply forked tail. 
Abeze^ head and back olivc-browm; lores black continued under eye as a 
narrow black band or gorget looping round throat patch. Upper tw 
rav’crts white; tail black with white base. Belouzt riiin and throat pale rufous- 
buff bounded by the black loop (reminiscent of Grey Partridge). Upper 
breast brown, passing downwards into rufous and then to white on abdomen 
and under tail-cot'crts. Narrow pointed wings, chestnut underwing Imsng, 
and black w-ing-quills conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Atcre olivc-brms'n stippled with fuKum and bAck. 
Belctr^ no black gorget; breast mottled browm and rufous-white. 

STATUS, DisTRmrnoH and ftABiTAT. Breeds sparingly in W. Pakis^. 
straggles into India and Ceylon in wantcr. Specimens taken at Allahabad 

* Vaurie (1953) treaa C. prgiinesla arxJ C- w fuD tpeoo. 
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in the east, Ahmedabad, Ratnagiri, and Coimbatore in the south, and in 
Hambantota district (Southern Province), Ceylon. Possibly more common 
and regular than the records indicate, but undifFerentiated from the resident 
maldivanm (443). Affects barren sun-scorched flood plmns by rivers and tidal 
creeks, and grazing land bordering jheels, etc. 

Extrdimtal. ‘Breeds in the countries adjacent to and islands in the 
Mediterranean and Black Seas, eastsvard through Mesopotamia (Iraq) and 
S. Persia to NIV. India; also from the Caspian Sea to Turkestan. Partly 
resident, but birds from the northern part of the breeding range vtintcr in 
Africa north of the Sahara ’ (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As ill the Indian race (443), q.v. 

BREEDINO. Breeds colonially in West Pakistan, in Baluchistan and Sind 
(Sonmiani in Las Bela, and Jungshahi, both svithin 100 knu of Karachi). 
Stasm, March, April, May. Nest and eggs as in 443. Average size 0140 eggs 
taken in W. Pakistan 30-5 X 23-4 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share incuba- 
tion; period recorded elsewhere as about 18 days. When young are hatched 
adult birds remarkably demonstrative, flying round very dose to the 
mtruder, constantly uttering their tem-like cry chiui, ekitti, then settling at 
a few paces to do the svell-knosvn ‘ wounded ’ antics — lying with wings 
outspread and falling over on their sides (Ticehurst). G. R. S. Pitman des- 
cribes the curious effect produced by one such colony of fluttering birds 
in mass distraction display as ‘ of a snake coiling about or a big lizard moving 
along 

Downy clucks fed by regurptadon. They run very swiftly and are adept 
at hiding in hoof-prints, etc. and vanishing from sight. 

Museum DiAONOsa. Differs from maUaentm by shape and colour pattern of tail 
(see sketch): in fralinmla outermost tail-feather ner 20 mm. longer the next- 
in Toldivcnm mitr 15 mm. See also Key to the Subspecies. Tips of SKondaries 



gcnei^y white; throat and lower breast less strongly suffused with rufous. For 
description of plumage see Baker, loe. ciL 

^Ghick^ (in down). * Head, wings and back grizzled dark brown and pale buff 
with median dark line down crown; underparts pale buff’ (Ticehurst). 
measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tan 

(ffom feathers) central outer 

t?? 116-200 15-16 30-32 54_58 102-119 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS or BARE FARTS. As in 443. 
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443. Large Indian Pratincole or Swallow-Plover. Glareola pratlzcola 
maldivarumj. R. Forster 

Clerecla {Ptc^mIo) Malditcnmd. R. Forster, 1795, Faunula Indica, cd. 2: 11 (Open 

sea in the latitude of the Maldi\x Islands, tx l-atham, Gca. Sju. 5: 224, \t. B) 
Baker. FBI No. 2035. Vol. 6: 90 
Plate 38, fig. 4 and Plate 44, fig. 3 

LOCAi. yAM£S. Bcda bchuihdldn (Bengal); Ahtdargt (Maldivc Is.)* 

SIZE, Myna slimmer. Length c. 24 cm. (9| in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As for 442 but tail less deeply forked. Difference 
imperceptible c.xccpt in the hand. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiExmoN and HABITAT. Xot clcat: variously resident, sum- 
mer witor, nomadic and/or locally (?) nu.grator>’. Kno^^'n to breed in 
W. Pakistan (Sind), Madh>'a Pradesh, near 
Delhi (JBNHS 65; 780), \V. Bengal (near 
Calcutta — Bis%s*as), Asiim, E. Pakistan, 
and Ceylon, straggling erratically chiefly 
in svinter more or less throughout India; E. 
FaJustan, Nepal, Ceylon, Andaman, Nico- 
bar, Cocca and hfalivc Is. Breeds in com- 
pany svith nominate /irfltififrirr at the seam 
or meeting ground of their breeding ranges 
in Sind, both forms being summer yisitois 
to the district from cast and west respectively. * The former [pra^cola) does 
not breed casnvards of this district, nor the latter {maldivarwn) west of it * 
(Ticehurst). Affects dried-up flood plains by large rivers, tidal mudflats and 
marshes, paddy stubbles in coastal areas, ploughed and fallcnv fields, open 
grazing grounds, etc. 

Extralimital, * Breeds from the upper Argun River in Transbaikalia. 
N.E. Mongolia and S. Manchuria, south to India, Ceylon, Burma, Slam, 
Indochina, and Hainan. On migration or in winter through the Malay 
Archipelago to Australia* (Peters). 

CEKERAL HABITS. Gfcgarious, and inclined to be somewhat crepuscular. 
Keeps in flocks of 30 or 40 — sometimes vcr>’ large ones of several hundred. 
Most active in the morning and evenings — also in cloudy overcast weather 
— flying about high up in the air like sss'allows, wheeling and twasting and 
in ssvift rigzags, hawking insects with their capacious gapes — occasionally 
descending to treetop height or even skimming over cultivated fields and 
grassland. To a lesser extent also feeds on the ground, running about like 
a couiscr. The birds are sluggish during daytime, spending the hot hours 
squatting or standing about in the scorching sun on some open sandbank 
in a river or on pasture land. 

FOOD. Flying insects, principally moths (Hctcroccra), beetles (Colcop- 
tera), bugs (Hemiptcra) and winged termites (Tcnnitidac). Also ‘ Water- 
boatmen * (Corixidae and Notoncctidae) which must evidently fly high in 
sunshine. Baker noted * a curious habit of scratching in the soil rather like 
a small game bird, both when feeding and when dusting 

VOICE and caixs. Constantly utten a characteristic kim^hxm in Bight 
(Dcignan), Cf. 442 under * Breeding *, 
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Breedko, In addition to the known breeding localities (sec Status) also 
to breed in the Andamans (where normally a summer immigrant), 
but not yet proven, i’foion, overall April through June. A'lsjff, colonial: 
a shallow scrape, or not even that, on hard sunbaked grassland or stubbie 
fiel^ preferably where recently burnt, where the eggs become remarkably 
imosiblc. Eggs sometimes laid in deepish hooF-prints of cattle. The same sites 
oli^ used year after year. EggSf 2 or 3, pale ycllo\>*ish stone to rich yellow 
buff, densely spotted and blotched svith black and wth grey secondary 
™at*ings. In coloration and shape very similar to eggs of Indian Courser 
vMO) -with the same range of variadons. Average size of 60 eggs 30*8 X 
3*9 mm. (Baker). Behaviour at nest, etc. not different firom 442, q.v. 
Museum Diacnosu. For distinguishing from 442 see Key to the Subspcdcs and 
remarh under that form. 

^ (iuunature). For description, not in FBI, sec Lapersoane, JBNHS 35: 

686 . 

UEASUaEUENn 

'Vmg Bill Tama TaU 

(from feathers) central outer 

173-191 13-15 30-33 52-62 71-85 mm. 

(Baker) 

^ COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Irfs dark brown, bill black, reddish at gape brighter 
m htttding icason. Legs and feet dusky black. 


444. Small Indlati Frtttiiscole or Swaljow-PIover- Glareola lacUa 
Temminck 

Clmtola leetea Temminck, 1820, Man. d’Om., ed. 2, 2: 503 (Bengal) 

_ Baker. FBI No. 2056, Vob 6: 92 
■ Plate SS.'fig. 5 and Plate 44, fig. 4 
local NAMES. UtUran (Sind) ; Chhotd bdimbdtdn (Bengal). 

Sparrow.^.; length c. 17 on. (6i in.). 

characters. A sandy grey fluvdatilc bird with pointed, swallow- 
“ao wings and slightly forked tail. 

In overhead flight the whitish underparts, black wing l i nin g (axillaries 
*od TOVErts) contrasting with white bases of the quills, and black-tipped 
squarish white tail, arc suggestivx clues. In fading twilight, dlhouctte and 
acnons in the air strongly reminiscent of pipistrelle bat 
Adult, Above pale sandy grey. Forehead brown; a band from eye to 
bill black. T^.covcrts and base of tail white, blackish towanis end. Below, 
Sooty brown tinged with rufous, becoming white from lower breast down- 
W'ards. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Feathers of upperparts obsoletely edged paler 
sandy or buff, producing a somewhat scaled effect. Throat and foreneck 
spotted with blackish. 

^^ATcs,' DisTRiBUTTON and HABITAT. Rcddcnt, nomadic (?), and local 
soigrant. West Pakistan (westward limit Indm river), all In d ia (including 
Kashmir and Assam), Nepal (tcrai and up to c. 750 m.), E. Pakistan, and 
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Seylon (low-country Dry zone). Affects large placid streams with sandban, 
bllowing the northern ones into the Himalav-as up to c. 1800 metres. Also 
arge jheels and coastal swamps (e.g. the Sunderbans, where reported to 
se extraordinarily common and abundant). 

LOCAL MOVEMENTS. No ringing or other precise data. Found in nmny 
jreeding localities only between April and August, disappearing thereafter. 

GENERAL HABITS. Gregarious. More partial to water than its larger 
■elatives. Keeps in flocks in the neighbourhood of large tanks and nvers 
ometimes immense and of almost swarm proportions. Rather crepus^r, 
lawking into the dusk till ahfiost quite dark. Winged insects captured high 
ip in the air or scooped up from near the ground or water surface. After 
I'^ut of dashing and zigzagging to and fro the birds descend to settle on 
i sandbank in a scattered crowd, individuals darting about m spi^_ to 
eed in the characteristic plover manner. From time to time the flock rises 
imultaneously as to a given signal, to resume hawking. Flight ra*er 
angular ’, very reminiscent of a pipistrelle’s, with the s^c agile tonmg, 
wisting, abrupt stopping short and doubling in pursuit of prey. In the 
'loaming when pratincoles, swifts and the small insectivorous bats are all 
lying around together high up in the air as is common, indeed any one of 
hem may casually be mistaken for the other. _ 

FOOD. Insects, diicfiy flying beeUes (Colcoptera), bugs (Hemiptera) and 

ennites (Neuropteia). ,, r.i. 

VOICE and calls. Some notes reminiscent of the turk-tack-taek calls of toe 
louse Gecko [Hemdac^lus). ' Othas [notes] made me fed I ivas hstei^ 
o a greenfinch ’ (Lowther, from photographing hide). iVhen diste^ 
,t nest colony and flying about agitatedly overhead, tmnt, tmnt, 

TiffiCTmo. Seasm, in India overaU February through April; in Ceylon 
.larch, April. Second layings later, even up till June if first clutches w^hed 
iway by floods due to mdting snows or unseasonable ram. ^esU colonial, 
ften several scores dose to one another — shallow scrapes or none at all 
,n exposed sandbanks in pladd rii-eis, often down to toe water’s edge; 
requendy in company with terns and skimmers. Egss, normal dutch 2 
xraptionally 3. In eastern India ride Baker, 3 most usual, 2 exceptional; 
a Asam dutches of 4 normal. Ground colour of eggs mostly pale sandy 
luff or sandy grey with small spots and blotches of Hght grey-brown or 
eddish brown and secondary blotches of lavender or neutral unL Minor 
ariations common. Shape broad oval, very Uttle compressed at smaller 
nd. Average size of 200 eggs 25-9 X 20-5 mm. (Baker). Both sexes 
art in incubation; period unrecorded. The eggs as wdl as downy t^cks 
re admirably camouflaged and merge into their sandy environment m an 
stomshing way. Nesting birds, flying around and agitatedly divmg at 
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intruder, have a curious habit of alighting, singly or several at a time, 
squatting in front of him, opening ^^•i^gs and shuffling as if settling on 
or chicks. ^V^cn further approached they scuttle a\\ay dragging one 
or beating it on the sand as if broken, again shuffling and making as if to 
settle on eggs a little further on, and repeating the broken-n-ing tactics 
when further approadied, finally taking to the mr at the ss-atcr*s edge and 
joining their companions overhead. 

MusruK DiAcsosa. Sec Ke>’ to the Species ; for description of plumage Baker, 
loc. dt. 

Chick (in down). ‘Whole ofupperparts finely mottled greyish white, dusky, 
and pale buff; narrow black line behind eyes; underparts while * (TTcehurstj. 

JffiASUaE»£E.VTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

142-160 9-10 20-21 50-57 mm. 

(Baker) 

W’dgfat 2 o ? 37, 38 gm- (SA). 2 <J J 40, 44 gm. (BB). 

COLOITRS or BARE PARTS- Iris dark brown. Bill black, red at base and more 
yellow on gape. Legs and feet dark brown or plumbeous to black. 

Family Stercorariidae : Skuas, Jaegers 

For morphology and other detaib see Stresemann, E., 1927-34, Aresi 777 (Sul^ 
family Stercorarilnae of Lariidae); Baker, E, C- S., 1929, FBI 6: 96; Van Tj-nc, J., 

& Ec^er, A. J., 1959: 449; IVynne-Edwards, V, G, 1964, Article ‘Skua' in 
Thomson, A- L, (ed.), jYeu> Diet. Birdt, London and New York. 

Key to the Genera 


Page 

Larger: culmcn, 46-58 mm.; tarsus 64-79 mm .Cathara^ta 17 

Smaller: culmcn, 28-44 mm.; tarsus 39-55 mm. Sureararius 20 


Genus Catharacta Brunruch 

CaAsracta Brunnich, 1764, Om- Boreal.: 32. Type, by subsequent dcsignatiort, 
Cathsfoeta skua Erurmich 

Cfi Witherby, Handbook of British Birds, 1947, 5: 122; Ibis, 1956, 98: I6I, 

Contains large pelagic guU-Hke birds svith webbed feet, of brown or squamated 
plumage, paler or darker in shade, resembling the immature plumage of certain 
giJls, and also some shearwaters (ProccUariidae). BUI differs from gulls’ in being 
broader at base with oilmen greatly curved at tip which is bent over the lower man- 
dible. Cere extends more than half culmcn, the anterior lower portion overhanging 
the nostril (cf. shearwaters which have tubular nostrils). Lower mandible nearly 
straight, the angle being near the tip. Tarsi long and strong, scutcUated in front 
reticulated behind; anterior toes long and fully webbed; hind toe small; claws small 
but curved andsharp. Wing long and pointed: Istprimary (as.) longest. Tail roimdcd 
with middle rectrices slightly elongated and projecting beyond the others. 

Skuas arc predatory on the eggs and chicks of terns, penguins, and other colonial- 
nesting sea birds. But they also live largely by piracy, attacking and chasing gulls 
and other birds savagely and with determination, forcing them to surrender their 
lawful prize and then deftly retrieving the spoils in mid-air. The birds breed in the 

t 
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Arctic and Antarctic rones and wander into te m per a te and tropical seas. (For 
seasonal movements see Allan Brooks, 1939, * Migrations d the Skua Family*, 
Bis : 324-8.) 

Found in Indian coastal waters znsrely as acddental waifr storm-tossed dariog 
heavy monsoon gales. Individual spedmens are difficult to identify racially even in 
the museum, except with considerable experience and adequate comparative materuL 
The following have occurred: 


Catharacta skua Brunnich 


Key to the Sohspedes 

A Smaller; wing c. 366-398; culmcn 46-51 ; tamn 64-70 mm. 

C. r. eatantka 

B Larger; wing e, 397-416; culmcn 53-58; tarsus 70-79 mm... 

C. s. Ismitrgi 

C Medium-sired; wing c. 390-410; culmcn 47-52; tarsus 62-66 mm, 
C.s. maecormieH 


P*ge 

IS 

19 

19 


445, Antarctic or Falkland Skua. .Cciharacta skua antarctisa (Lesson) 

Ltsfrts cniartHats Lesson, 1831, Traiti d’Om., livr. 8: 616 (Falkland Islands and 
New Zealand; restricted to the former by Mathews, 1912, Nov. ZooL 18: 212) 
Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 45, fig. 1 


SIZE. Domestic duck J;; length c. 33-61 cm. (21-24 in.). 

HET.p characters. A brown gull-like sea bird. (Sec under Family, 
above.) 

STATUS. Five specimens taken in CIcylori, Scptcmbcr-Octobcr, between 
1875 and 1949. For particulais sec Whistler, H., 1944, SZ 23 (3 & 4): 266; 
Phillips, W. W. A,, 1953, * A (1952) revised checklist of the birds of Ceylon *: 
46. Sight record, Maldivc Is. — ‘ almost certainly Antarctic Skua * (Phillips, 
3963,JBNHS60:576). - 

nsTRiBimoN'. * Breeds on the Falkland Is., on Gough and Inaccessible 
Is., and on Tristan da Cunha. Ranges to the coasts of southern Argentine 
and S. Afirica * (Peters). 

hlusEVU Dugnoss. * The smallest of the skuas, of highly variable plumage 
but most dosely resembling the Brown Skuas (C. /. hruiiergi) of the pan-antarctic 
islands.* ' 


measurements of breeding birds from the Falkland Is.: 


■Wing BUI 

(from feathers) 
*10 366-387 46-5-50-3 

(av. 376-4) (48-7) 

6 9 9 378-398 47-50-8 

(av. 384-6) (48*9) 


Tarsus Mid toe with Tail 
claw 

72- 2 139-6-154-5min. 

(I45-B) 

73- 9 14a-156-7 mm. 

(151-7) 


64-3-70 
(66-9) 

64-7-69-6 

( 68 - 2 ) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris bfown; hni, legs and feet black or blackish.* 

(hfmpby, mS: 1020) 
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446. Bs^wn or Great Skua. Catharacta skua lonnbergi Mathem 


Catharacta eniarettea Urjihergi Mathews, 1912, Nov, ZooL 18: 212 (New Zealand Seas) 
Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 45, fig. 4 

SIZE and field characters. As of 445. 

STATW. One specimen taken in Kerala, September 1933, and another 
furtiicr up the west coast in Ramagiri district, June 1957 (.TBNHS 39: 577: 
55:356). 

DISTRIBUTION. ‘ Brceds on west coast of South Island, New Zealand 
(Otago district), Stewart 1., Chatham Is., thence south on the subaotarctic 
islands to Macquarie I. Ranges to the seas off southern Australia * (Pete«). 

Museum Diacnosis. ‘ Largest of the skuas, the size character showing in ever/ 
dimension, but particularly in the length and bulk of bill and tarsus. Prevailingly 

browTi in plumage, Lc. with a minimum of “ chamois-colour ” and of cinoamon, 
but subject to wide variation. -Some specimens, even in fresh plumage, are very 
whitish bolli on mantle and ventral surface,* 


measurements 


Breeding adults from S. Georgia: 

\Ving Bill Tarsus 

(from feathen) 

'6o*cr 40I-4I6 54-3-58-2 70-8-79-3 

(407) (56-5) (75) 

89 9 397-416 53-5-56-7 72-8-79 

(407) (55/5) (75-3) 


11 0 *^? Middle toe with daw 76*8-84 (78-7) mm,' 


Tail 

153-5-162-4 mm. 
(156-9) 

143-4-157 mm. 
(150-5) 


(Murphy, 1936: 1024) 

The Kerala specimen (BN'HS No- 20108) measures; ^Ving 397; bill from cere, 
32; tarsus 76; tail 134+ mm. (G. E, Watson). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 445. 


446a. Sonth Polar Skua. Catharacta skua macecmicki (Saunders) 

Ssneergrias naccsrrJdi SuuTtdcTi, 1893, Bull. Brit. Om. CL 3; 12 (Possession Island 
Victoria Land, Ul 7I'’I4'S., long. 17I®15W.) 

Catharacta nacccrrdcli trilsoKt Mathews, 1913, Bds. Ausir. 2: 495 (Weddell Sea. 
T>-pc from ht. 74'’S., long. 22®AV'., off Coals’ Land, /dr Lowe fr Kiiincar, 
antea p. 123) 

TCetharecia razSrjdahsc Taka-Tsukasa, 1922, Tori 3 (12 & 13, unpaged) 
(Japanac Seas) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

SEtE and FIELD aiARACTERS. As of 445. 

STATUS. One specimen taken in Ceylon (Trincomalce) during the NE, 
TOomooa between 1877 and I8S5 (^NTiistler, H., I9+f, SZ 23 (3, 4): 266); 
one on the west coast of India, 7 August 1964 near Udipi {e. 13*23' N., 74* 
45* E.), Mpore slate. The latter, of tlic dark phase, is of particular interest 
as it Iwre a band on its leg rm caling its provenance. The bird was ringed 
on 5 March 1961 on the Antarctic Peninsula at e, 64®49'S., 62'51'W. by the 
XJ.S. Antarctic Research Programme Bird Banding Project. 


DISTRIBUTION. * Breeds on the shores of Ross Sea and Weddell Sea. 
Ranging to the South Shctlands and north to the Japanese coast (?) ' 
(Peters). 

hfiiSEUM Diagnosis. ‘ A mrdium'>5ized skua a>'eraging slightly larger in most 
dimensions than C. r. antarcticoy but with a rdativefy short tarsus. Notably imaller, 
except in wing-Icngth, than C. r. lormhergi. Generally much paler than other forms 
of the southern-hemisphere skuas in f.esh plumage, and without dnnamon-red 
suffusion in the plumage. Ventral surface usually pale buffy brmvn; neck 
conspicuously streaked with yellow or “ golden ’* hackles; while area at base of 
primary quills larger than in other forms. * 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

9(?9 39CM10 47-51-8 62-4-65-5 140-152 mm. 

(397-5) (49-3) (64-1) (147-4)* 

(Murphy, 1936: 1011) 

The riaged spacunen (sex?) measures: Wing 372-hi biU from skull 57*5, from 
feathers 49; cere 28; Ursm 62; tail 143 mm. (G. E. Watson). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 445. 


Genus Stercorarius Brisson 
Stcreorarius Brisson, 1760, Om. 1 : 56; 6: 149, Type, by tautonymy, 
5’^<Tn?rflTiar Brisson *= Lana parasiticus Linnaeus 

Differs from Catharacta mainly in the possession of more elongated central rectnccs. 
Other characten and ecology as in that genus. Keeping the two genera discrete 
seems of doubtful uulit>', and is contiwcrslal. 

Key to the Spedes 

Bill higher than wide at base; wing usually more than 350 mm.; 
in adults, the middle pair of rectrices broad throughout, twuted 

S, paviarifius 

BiU not higher than wide at base; wing less than 345 mm.; in 
adults, the middle pair of rectrices straight -S’, faresiticus 

447. Pomatorbine Skua or Jaeger. Stercorarius pmarinus (Tcmmindf) 
LrstmfemarvaaTcmmmdc, 1815(1814), Man. d’Om.: 514 (Arelic regiom orEcroiK) 
Baler, FBI No. 2059, Vol. 6: 98 
Pialc 45, iig. 2 

lOM HAuu. None recorded. 

SHE. Domotic duel - ; length e. 53 cm. (21 in.). 

nrtD CHARACITBS. A large pelagic gull-lile bird almcut whoII)f dark- 
brown {carkph^e), or brow-n above induding top of head and face, yellowish 
below with gTC}Tsh brown under tail-cm'crts and usually a squamated 
grcjTsh brown pectoral collar (paU phase). Sexes alike. Elongated, projecting, 
broad,^ blunt and peculiarly twisted central rcctriccs, and somewhat larger 
size, disunguish it from Parasitic Skua (448). 
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Young (immature). From almost uniform sooty- or blackisii brown 
{dsrk phase) to variously mottled and bar re d rusty btiff dark brown on 
wWdsh imdcrparts {pale phase). Central re c trices only sHgbtly projecting. 

STATUS. Accidental vagrant. A sin^c specimea at Colombo in 

1912 (IVait, ^V. E., 1931, Matual of the Birds of C^hn'. 395) is the only 
r e co rd for Indian waters. Two adults righted, Bombay (Sinclair, J. C., 1976, 
JBNHS73:530). 

DiSTRiBtrnoK. Breeds on the Arctic coast and islands of Siberia, N\V. 
Alaska, the Arctic Archipelago, etc. Winters (oSshore) to western AlHca, 
hlcditcrrancan and Black Seas, Indian Ocean (rarely), Australia (rarely). 
For details sec Peters, 1934, 2 : 311.) 

hfcsECM CiACNOsn. Sec Key. 

KEASUREJTESTS 



* Wing 

Bm 

(Brini fcathen) 

Tarsus 

Mid toe 
withcut davr 

TaB 

10 d'd' 

349-374 

{361-9) 

38-43-5 

(40-4) 

48-54 

(52) 

42^7 

(44-6) 

172-243 mra, 
(207-9) 

9 99 

351-370 

(359-7) 

38^ 

.(40-2) 

50-55 

(52-1). 

42-48 

(46-1) 

128-205-5 mm 
(181-2) 


* coiocits oTEAsa PARTS. Iris dark brown. Legs and feet blackish, the upper portion 
of tarsus pale bluish (in life).’ * 

(Mtirph>’, 1936:-1036) . 

448. Parasitic or Richardson^s Skua or Jaeger. SteTCcrarius parasitirui 
(Linnaeus) 

Lens po’osi&ss lijmaeus, 1758, S>*5t. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 136 (\Vithin the Tropic of 
Cancer of Europe, America, and Aria = coast of Sv^-edea) 

Baker, EBI No. 2058, VoL 6: 96 
PUte 45, &g. 5 

LOCAL KASCES. Nouc rccordcd, 

SIZE. Domestic duck — ; Icngdi c. 48 cm. (19 in.). 

HEiB cHARACrraas. A pelagic gull-like bird, similar to 447 in both dark 
and pale phases but somew'hat smaller. Distinguished from it by straight 



Immature, X (C.| 

and pointed projecting central rectriccs evntra broad, blunt and twisted. 
Sexes alik e. 

Young (iimnaturc). Ver>*Ekc447. 


22 


CHARADRIIFORMES 


STATUS. Not very uncommon along the Makran coast (W. Pakistan) 
where Hume met with it at sea off Ormara, Gwadar, Pami, etc. from 
middle to end February. Butler saw about a dozen bctss'ccn Pasni and 
Gwadar -13-17 May, and W. W. A. Phillips obscr^'cd one prerjrzcbtr 
this spcdcs — in the Arabian Sea at c. 24°47'N., 66'=32'E. as late as carfy 
July (1946, JBNHS 46: 612). Five examples righted, Bombay (Sinclair, J. C., 
1976, JBNHS 73; 530). 


Dr C. B. TicAuTst quotes an interesting observadon on the parasldc 
habits of what svas probably this skua recorded by a Portuguese mariner, 
one Pedro Taxdra, early in the year 1604 off the coast of Oman. He writes 
that he ‘ sass' certain birds chasing others from natural enmit}'. The w*cakcr 
soar upward to escape from the stronger, and in t er ror void the contents 
of their stomachs. The bird below hunting the others to tbh end or from 
natural spite as fast as this happens, opens his beak, catches the same drop- 
pings and eats them. I have it from natives that on this matter he subsists.' 

msTRiBimoK. Breeds on the Arcdc coasts and islands of the Holarctic 
Region, (For details see Peters, 1934, 2: 3II.) 


Mcseum DiAcxosn, Sec Key. 

StEASUnrSIESTS 



MNmg 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Mid toe 
without claw* 

Tail 

16 d'd' 

301-340 

28-35 

39-5-55-5 

33-37 

164-5-235 nun. 


(320) 

(31-2) 

(41-9) 

(34-8) 

(183-9) 

14 9 9 

317-341 

29-34-5 

39-45 

32-38 

176-226 rara- 


(323-7) 

(31-8) 

(42-1) 

(35-9) 

(199-7) 


* COLOURS OF BARE p.\RTS. Iris brown. Bill light hom colour, the tcrmxMl portion 
dmki- or bUciih. Logs and foot hhok.’ fxto,T,5,v. 193S: 103U 


Family Laridae: Gulls, Terns 

For morpholog>' and other details sec Slrescsnann, E., 1927-34, Ares: 777 (Sub- 
families Larinac and Steminac of Laridae) ; Wiiherby et c/., 1941,5: l;VanT>'nc, 
J. and Berger. A. J., 1959: 450; Thomson, A. L., 1964, .\Va? Diet. Bhdsj London 
and Neis* York (;\rt:clcs ‘ Gull * and * Tern *). 


Family Laridae 
Key to the Genera 

Page 

A Both mandihlcs greatly compressed, the lower much longer than the 

upper Bjr^.cts 74 

B Bill stout, compressed, and with the upper mandible longer than the 

Io\%-cr, curbed and bent down on,*er the tip Lena 23 

C Bill straight or nearly so, generally slender and with pointed tip. . , .1 

I Outermost tail-feather short A^tss 71 

Outermost taU-feathcr long a 

a Tail short, generally equal to less than half length of wing I 

Tail long, generally equal to more titan half length of wing II 

I Webs bcuv'ccn toes deeply cmarginate S3 

Webs bct\>Ten toes strongly des’clopcd Hjdrtpngns 43 
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» 

ITT, 

Bili stout to moderate, culmea somewhat curved .... CthckeUdoe ^ 

Bui slender, culmcn straight or nearly so a* 

a* Entire plumage white ..Gygis 73 

Entire plumage not white Sieree 47 


Genus Larus Irinnaeus 

Lena Lmnaeus, 1758, Sj-st. NaL, cd. 10, 1 : 136. Tj'pe, by subsequent dcrignation 
Lens nervza Linnaeus 

Ct Sttgmann, B., 1934, Jour. £ Om., 82: 340-80. 

31 stout, compressed, and of moderate length; upper mandible longer than lower, 
^Tved and bent down m-cr the tip. Nostrils oblong, placed some distance from the 
l\mgs long, exceeding the tail when closed. Tarsus moderate or rather short, 
*cutellatcd in iiont. Hind toe small; anterior toes long and fuHy webbed. 


Key to the Species 

A Size small^ Vi-ing below 230 mm. L. raeatai 

B medium, wing between 270 and 355 mm. I 

C Site large, wing above 390 ram, 2 

1 Tan wholly white (adult, summer and winter) ® 

Tad not wholly white (subadult) 

a Three outer primaries wholly black L. herprichii 

Three outer priniaries not wholly black ^ 

I Outer primaries white basally, black apically, mirrors usually 

present L. bnrrduphelus 

Outer primaries w'hite edged with blacky no mirrors a' 

a' Head white L. grai 

Head complctdy hooded brown (summer) or with half hood 

on ocapuf (winter) .L. ri£bs!zdes 

b Primaries wholly black,' L- krrpiddi 

Frimaries not wholly black. 

H Outer primaries white basally, black apically, no mirrors 

L. Irermcepheles 

Outer primaries white edged with black, no mirrors b’ 

b^ Head white L. grai 

Head white with dusky band across ocriput or with brown 
hood mottled wath white L. riSh'jrJss 

2 Tan wholly white (adult, summer and winter) ^ 

Ta3 not wholly wldte (subadult) 

c Bai banded with black L. hhshcfetta 

Bm not banded with black 

HI Primaries black broadly tipped white, conspicuous grc>’ or white 
tongues, a mirror on the outer, B^ucatly on the next inner 

primary L. ergnleSss 

Frinnaries black with white apical spots, tongues absent or <h- 
min a h ed, a mirror on the outer, rarely on the next inner pri- 
mary L. fisees 

*1 Tail white with distinct black band. .............. .L, ieht^eria 

Tr 3 blotched, nnudged, or with partial band. ^ 
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35 


S3 

24 


31 

35 

33 

29 


23 

29 
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Page 

IV Tail markings deep farm^-nish black, white areas conspicuoin 

L. fssaa 28 

Taflmarldng5clove-brtr\\-n,whitearcasdiminished. ..L-ergerSetis 26 

449. Sooty GnlL Leras kemprickii Bruch 
Lena {Adelana) Bruch, 1853, Jour. f. Orn. I: Z06{RedSez) 

Nciv name for Lena cressiTosSris \^gor3, not of Vicillot 
Baker, FBI No. 2063, VoL 6: 104 

Plate 45, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccoidcd. 

cT7r Domestic duck — ; length c. 48 cm. (19 in.)- 

FnxD characters. A medium^cd sea gull with brown head and 
breast, white collar, and grc\Tsh brown mantle. Sexes alike. 

Adult (summer). Head, nape, and throat (the ‘ hood ’) sooty brmNTi 
\s-ith a short white cv'cbrow'. Separated from grc\Tsh brown mantle and 
grc%* breast by a prominent white collar. ‘Wlng-quills blackish brown, the 
inner ones tipped with white. Abdomen, tail-coverts and tail white. 

In winter the %vhite collar disappears and the head and forcneck are 
paler brown, much mottled and streaked with >vhitc- 

Young (immature). Upperparts paler and squamated with whitish; 
tail b^o^^nish mottled with white, with a broad brown subtcnninal bar. 

For downy chick sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATCS, nsTRiBirnON’ and HABrrAT. \Mntcr visitor to Makran and Sind 
coasts of West Pakistan. Common and abundant in Karachi Harbour and 
seaboard, wiihdraw5ng towards breeding ground in early June. Strangely 
enough never recorded from the Gujarat coast, but a single straggler observed 
at Bombay by Hume, January 1875 (1876, SF 4: 414). 

Exirelwktcl. ‘ Breeds on islands in the southern part of the Red Sea, on 
the coasts of the Gulf of Aden, and on Aslola I. off coast of Penian Baluchi- 
stan [W. Pakistan]; ranges north in the Red Sea to about lat. 22^., south 
on the coast of E. Africa to Zanzibar, along the Makran coast and cast 
to Sind * (Peters). 

CE^'ERAL HABITS. Grcgarious and exclusively maritime, never (?) found 
away from the sea coast; largely a scavenger. Frequents harboun, fipng 
around ships at anchor for scraps and garbage, but chiefiy attends on off- 
shore fishing boats to scavenge the fish offal cast overboard. Unlike Herring 
Gull docs not frequent villages for this purpose. Picks up scraps ficating 
on the water from the air or alights alongride to deal with them, riding 
buoyantly like a duck and taHng off again effortlessly. 

rooD. Chiefiy dead fish and offaL An important predator of terns* eggs 
and chicks in ncsnng colonies; also pirating on the birds in the manner of 
a skua. 

VOICE and calls. On breeding ground utters * a peculiar mournful cry 
which is kept up throughout the breeding season’ (E. A. Butler, 1877, 
SF 5; 296). For other calls sec Fogden, op. dt. infra. 

BREEDING. Colonial; sometimes individuaL Only known locality VTthin 
cur area .Astola or Astalu Island off the Makran coast (\Vcst Pakistan) 
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C 40 km. £S£. of Pasm. Season, end June to end August. Jt'est, * a sUght 
depression. with a few bents of grass and Sabola scrub situated at the side 
ofand shelUredhy a tuft o^Salsola * (C. B. Ticebunt quoting Sir Percy Cox), 
full dutch of 2 or 3: dull pale ycHovkish stone to pale piirply grey or 
pale brown, blotched and spotted with various shades of brown, grey, or 
inky purple. Average size of 24 eggs 56*8 X 40*9 min. (Baker). Incubation 
period ‘at least 25 days*. (For full details sec M. P. L. Fogden, 1964, 
* The Reproductive Behaviour and Taxonomy of Hcinprich*s Gull, Lotus 
htmprickiV Ihis 106: 299-320.) 

Mcsrun Ducsosa. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

Chick (in dov-m). Pale greyish fawn, very slightly mottled darker on upperparts 


and ’.vith a dull pink bill tipped with black 

— Fogden. 


MEASUREMENTS 




Wing 

■ Bill 

Tanus 

Tail 


(from feathers) 



9 320-348 

43-48 

50-53 

139-159 mm. 



(Baker) 

8 (foi 340-363 

40-52 mm. 



3 9 9 330-337 

43 '5-48 mm. 


(Ticchurst) 


COLOURS OP nAR£ PARTS. A d u 1 1 . Iris brown. ' Eye rim red. Bill yellow-green, 
black at angle, red band, yellow tip. (Gape bright red — Fogden.] I.cgi and feet 
ohVe-grecn. Immatu re. Eye rim black. Bill greeny-grey, black at angle, reddish 
tip. Legs and feet grey ’ (Ticchunt). 

Larus arcentatus — Larus fuscus 

There is some difference of opinion among authorities on the taxonomic status 
of the large Herring and Blackbackcd gulls of the argtnlaUtS’fuscus comploc. These 
arc two very closely related * species * differing mainly in the coloration of the mantle, 
which ranges from pale blue-grey in Larus argenlalus to almost slaty black in L. fuscus. 
The differences between adjacent populations of the two are no more than would 
normally pass for geographical races of a single species were not the position 'fcom- 
plicatcd by the fact that their breeding ranges overlap in northwestern Europe. 
By tome authorities they are nevertheless treated as races of a single species, (he 
anomaly of sympatry being explained away by the putative status of the two as 
terminal links of a circumpolar chain of races (* spedes ring ’) that have come to- 
gether again after prolonged isolation from each other during which they have 
developed reproductive isolation and now behave like true species. The apparent 
absence of interbreeding between the t\vo species is shown by Paludan, 1951, to be 
untrue and not due to any genetic isolation but merely to a difference in the timing 
of their respective physiological readiness. On certain Danish islands >vhcre both 
the spedes breed — argenlalus usually starting a fortnight earlier than fuscus — 
Paludan* found a fc%v mixed pain of argenlalus with fuscus freely interbreeding where 
the timing had been synchronous. However, in view of the fluidity of opinion among 
ornithologists Uicsc gulls arc being treated here as two polymorphic spedes. Racial 
identification of individual Indian examples, especially immature, is difhcult even 

* Paludan, Knud, 1951, ‘Contributions to the breeding biology of ilan/r argenlalus and 
Lotus fuscus*. Copenhagen (Ejnar Munksgaard). 
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horizontal carriage of body. Flocks roost at night on aheltercd sandbar, 
or rocks, the birds often Hying considerable dbtanecs back and forth bc- 
tsvecn their feeding and roosting places around dusk and dawn. Flight 
strong and buoyant with leisurely wing-beats interspersed with long periods 
of graceful, effortless sailing, gliding and soaring — up, down, or in circles 
— taking full advantage of air currents and eddies. 

FOOD. Fish offal, and miscellaneous refuse; molluscs, crabs, insects. 
Robs eggs and chicks of terns and other colonial-nesting sea birds, and to 
some extent also lives by piracy like skuas. 

VOICE and calls. One of the commonest calls a loud raucous kte-aw, 
ku-ow, hf-ow, etc. reminiscent of the Fishing Eagle Haliatctus Uucorjphus, 
resembling the creaking of the block tackle of a fishing boat lowering its 
sails, or of the unoiled wooden svatcr-iifting pulley of a village well. 

DREEDiNO. Extralimital. Colonial; on sca-clifis and coastal sand dunes. 

Mtseusi DiACNOsn. One of tlie darkest forms of the Herring Gull. For description 
of plumage see Baker, foe, cit.; for details of plumage phases, bionomics, characters, 
etc. of the palcr-mantled and pinkisli-legged but otherwise very similar nominate 
race, Wilherby, 1941, 5: 05-95. 

For an exhaustive revicsv of the forms of the larger gulb, includiog Larus argr.Satus 
and Lfustus, Slegmann. B., 1934, Jour. f. Om. 82 (3): 340-80. 

MrASORElIENTS 

^5ing Bill Tarsus Tail 

' (from feathcrt) 

ri’V 415-450 -19-63 62-77 158-180 mm. 

COLOURS or DARE PARTS. Aclult. IfH whitc 10 ycllowj orbital ring bright 
vcmwUon. Bill bright yellow wiih a vermilion patch near lip of lower mandible. 
Legs .and fret bright yellow (Baker). 

^ jujctlla.vcous. Two birds (of the nominate race) ringed as ff)ingjuvcnilc 3 
m 1909 and 1910 svcrc recovered when almost 25 and 26 years old {Der 
July 1935, p. 135). Since then a herring gull has been recovered 31 
years 1 1 months after ringing as chick {TheRvig 3 : 147-52, 1962). 


451. Pinklegged Herring Gull. Larus errgentatus mcngolicus Sushkin 

Utus ergentatus rrorcollms Siuhkin, 1925, Bdi. Ruuian Alui etc,; 63 
(Laic Uriugnoor [ « Ureg Nor], MV. Mongolia) 

Baler. TBl No. 2066? (pan), Vot. 6: 109 

SIZE. S.imc as 450 ^ domesuc duck ±; length r. 60 cm. (23 in.). 

FIELD ciiARAcrriu, Noi s.Tti5ractoriIy distinguishable from 450; mantle 
slightly paler grey; legs and feet usually pinkish. 

Young (immature). As 450. 

STATUS, DtsTRinimo.v and habitat. An eastern form * wintering as (ar 
west as the coast of Bombay and West Pakistan (Sind). In passage may 
occur inland on large lakes. Birds previously referred to as cerhirjians in 
Indian UiU probably belong to this race * (SDR). 
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in the museum, and impossible in the held. Published sight records in India are 
sridated by ambiguity; therefore no more than the gen era l status of the wintering 
forms is attempted here. 

Larus arcentatus Ponioppidan 
Key to the Sabspeclea 

Mantle dark slaty grey, legs and feet yellow L. a. kngtini 

Mantle paler, legs and feet pale fleshy pink or bluish ....La. mongeluus ' 

450. Yello^Icggcd Herring Gull. Larus argenlalus heuglini Brcc» 

Lotus Heuglini Brcc, 1876, Bds. Eur., ed. 2, 5:58 and pi. (New name for Lems 
cechinnans Pallas, not of Pallas, Heuglin, 1873, Om. Nord-Ost. Afr. 2, Abth. 2, 
no. 892, part; type from Zc>’la, Somaliland) 

Lotus ajatts iaim/rensis Buturlin, 1911, Om. Mitt. 2: 149 
{^Ve3tcm shores of the Gulf of Yennesei) 

. Baker, FBI No. 2065, Vol. 6: 107 
Plate 45, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. Domestic duck i; length c. 60 cm. (23 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A large, hcav)' gull. Adult (summer). Endrehcad, 
neck, underparts and tail snow whitc. Mantle slaty grey. In flight leading 
and trailing edges of wings whitc. Wing-quills chiefly black with small white 
‘ mirror * near tip of wing. Legs and feet yellow; a bright red patch near dp 
of lower mandible. 

In winter head and hlndneck streaked with brown. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, dark brown flecked with whitish; more 
bufly on the wings. Below, whitc mottled and streaked with pale brown. 
Tail browTi, tipped with white. Legs and feet dull fleshy yellow. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winters along the northern Indian 
Ocean coasts east to the Makran coast and south along the coast of West 
Pakistan and western India to Bombay, rarely to Kerala and Ceylon (SDR).* 
A pair (subspecies?) obscrv'cd in Kathmandu Valley, Nepal, in November 
19^ and unc collected (Fleming, R. L., 1963, Paro 1(2): 127). Doubtless 
on passage. 

Affects the sea coast and harbours; inland lakes in Sind (and elsewhere?) 

* only where there is a fishing industry ’ (Ticchurst). 

Extralimital. * Breeds in northern Siberia in the wooded and perhaps 
subalpine portions of the lower Ycnisey, Taimyr Peninsula, and the Kha- 
tanga; non-breeders occur on the adjacent portions of the Arctic coast. 
Relict breeding colonies on the Baraba and Kirghiz Steppes. Winters in 
the southern part of the Red Sea, the north Somali coast, and in the Pcrsian\ 
Gulf* (Peters). For fuller details see Vaurie, 1965, 2: 468-9. 

GENERAL HABITS. Gfcgarious and largely maritime- A scavenger at sea- 
ports, harbours and fishing centres. Picks up scraps cast overboard from ships 
and fishing boats, and fish offal around coastal villages. Settles freely both 
on water and on the ground, swimming buoyantly or walking about with a 

* But fee Note, p. 25. 
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Extralimital. ‘Breeds on the lakes of central Asia from southeastern 
Russian Altai and Dzungaria across NW. Mongolia to Lake Baikal. In 
winter on the coasts of China and Indochina * (Peten). See also Vaurie, 
1965,2 : 472. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As In 450. 

DREEDINO. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Unsatisfactoiy without adequate comparative material. 
See Key; also dcscripu'on Slegmann, B., 1934, Jour. f. Om. 82 (3): 376-7. 

MEASUREMENT!. 46 9 (27 ad., 19 imm.) Wing 435-480 mm. (av. 462); tarsus 

63-75 mm. (Slegmann). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 450 except legs and feet which are chiefly pale 
flesh colour or bluish, but sometimes yellow I 

452. Lesser Blackbacked GoU* Lotus fuscus fuscus Linnaeus 

* Lotus fuscus Unnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1:136 

(Europa, restricted type locality Sweden) 

. Baker. FBI No. 2065, Vol. 6: 107 
Plate 45, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. Same as 450 *» domestic duck length e. 60 cm. (23 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Adult (summcr). Head, ncck, undcrparts, and tall 
pure white; mantle dark slaty grey, almost blackish. In flight the strongly 
contrasting narrow whitc leading and trailing edges of the dark wings, 
and whitc tips to the black primaries conspicuous. When seen together 
with argentatus difference in the mantle of tlic two species quite obvious. 
Legs yellow as in 450, but usually more orangy. Sexes alike. 

In winter head mom heavily streaked with brown than in argentatus. 

Young (immature). Mottled brown, indistinguishable with certainty 
from 450, q.v. 

FTATUs, DBTRIDUTTON and HABITAT. Winter visitor (August-September 
to April-May) to the coast of West Pakistan (Makran, Sind) and western 
India south to Kerala; possibly also Ceylon ond up the Coromandel coast 
whence reported. Records of large wintering gulls of the crgentatusfuscus 
group in India badly mixed up and ambiguous as to species. Position needs 
clearing up by careful collection of specimens. There are inland records 
(of cither or both spedes?; on passage or wintering?) from Chitraf, N. 
Baluchistan, Delhi, Gachar, hCaniptir, Madli>*a Pradesh, Orissa, 

Extralimital. * Breeds fii5m N. Scandinavia eastward to llie Murtnan 
coast and south to the Gulf of Bothnia, Gulf of Finland, Lake Ladoga and 
Lake Onega. Wlntcn from the eastern Mediterranean, Red Sea and the 
Penian Gulf, south to Sierra Leonejind thfc E. African lake region * (Peten). 
[India,] 

OE.VCRAL HABITS. Grcgarious. Chiefly a scavenger in seaports, fishing 
centres and coastal vilbges, competing with kites and other gutls for scrap* 
and garbage floating on the water, scooping them off the surface In flight 
oralighUng on the water beside them. Often also wada into the surf at the 
tide** edge to seize a crab or pick up miscellaneous jctianL, Occasionally 
ptrstical like skua. 
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FOOD. Dead fish and ofial, scraps and garbage, crabs, marine molltiscs 
and svorms, etc. On its breeding grounds highly destrucuve to ^gs and 
cdudcs of the smaller gulb and terns and other colonial-nesting sea birds. 

VOICE and cAixs. Vciy' similar to the raucous kee^zc, kee~nw of the Herring 
Gull, but deeper and louder. Rather rarely heard in its printer quarters. 

BREEOiNO. Extralimital. For a vcr>' go^ accoimt sec Paludan, Knud, 
1951, ‘ Contributions to the breeding biolog>' of Lems orgentalus and L, 
*. Copenhagen (Ejnar Munksgaard). 

Mcseuw Diagnosis. Sec Key. For description of plumage sec Baker, loc cit.; 
Witherby, 1941, 5; 97. 


measurements 


Wing 

Bm 

(from fcaihcrs) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d'(J' 420-450 

50-55 

59-66 

145-160 mm. 

9 9 405-420 

46-49 

(from skuU) 


(\Mihcrbv*) 

9 9 423-433 
(Gujarat coast) 

58-59* 

61 

158-165 mm 
(SA) 


COLOURS 07 BARE PARTS. * Iris Vkhitc to palc Straw. Bill yellow ^rith a bright 
red patch (at the angle) near the tip of the lower mandible; gape and c>'elids orange 
to orange-vermilion- l-egs and feet pale yello^^' to orangt-)-cllow * (Baker). 

452a. Great Bladkbacked GolL Lams marinus Linnaeus 
See Appendix 


453. Great Blackbeaded GnIL Lems ichOy^tus Pallas 

Lctus Idithyceius Fallas, 1773, Reise Ross. Rrichs 2: 713 (Caspian Sea) 
Bakcr^I No. 2060, Vol. 6: 101 
Plate 45, fig. 6 

LOCAi. NASIES. For all gulls Dkarrra (Hindi) ; Khnr (Mirsiukars, Bihar). 

sizE. Domestic duck 4- ; c, 66-72 cm. (2S-28 in.). 

ITEUD CHARACTERS. OuT largest gull, readily recognized by enormous 
size and usually solitary habit. 

Adult (summer). Head and neck black ssith nvo small but prominent 
crescentic wlute patches one above one below eye- ^^lanile pearl grey with 
a slaty tinge; rest of plumage pure white. Primaries mainly white, the outer 
ones with subterminal black bands and white tips, the inner ones and 
secondaries grey with broad white dps. Stout yellow bill with bright red 
patch at angle. Sexes alike. 

In winter head white, more or less mixed and streaked with browmish 
black. The black head is assumed about February. 

Young (immature). Mottled pale bro^N•n wth almost >vlute head. 
Wing quills largely bro^vn. Tail with broad terminal blackish band. 

STATcs, DisTRiBtrnoN and habitat, 'Winter visitor to the coasts of India 
and both Pakistans; occasionally (irregularly) to Ceylon in the Jaffna 
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Peninsula and Northern Pro%Tncc. Not recorded from the. Andaman or 
Maidive Islands. Occasional inland on large rivers and lakes as winter 
visitor or passage migrant: recorded thus in rtorthern Baluclustan (Saranan), 
Sind (Manchar Lake), Punjab Salt Range (Khabakki Lake), Rajasthan 
(Bharatpur), Delhi (Jumna R.), Nepal (tcrai), Bihar (Darbhanga dist.), 
Uttar Pradesh (Corbett Park), Upper Assam (Ranganadi). 

Lcnn icbthyettiss 



BB Bretding range 


Extralimital, Breeds in S. Russia from the Crimea, Sea of Azov and the 
Sarpa Steppes east'vard (including Caspian and Aral Seas) to NW. Mongo- 
lia and the Irt^-sh. Winters south to the eastern Mediterranean, Red Sea, 
Persian Gulf, and' the coasts of India and Burma (Peters). Breeding on 
Tibetan lakes conjectural but highly probable (Ludlow, Ibis 1950; 42). 

GEXERAL HABITS. Usuallv soUtarv’; occasionally small loose flocks. Once 
a gathering of 50 4- in association with Caspian Terns (\^cmbanad back- 
waters, Kerala). Often follows fishing-boats returning to port with the 
catch for sprats thrown overboard, but seldom enters harbours to scavenge 
among the shipping like its congeners. Hume noted its prcdilccdon for 
swimming about at sea rather than sltung on the shore as other gulls do 
when resting, but this is largely because of its far ranging habits in search 
of food and depends on how' far from land the bird is at the time. 

FOOD. Chiefly fish and crustaceans. Bills anfl gullets of specimens taken 
in Kerala were crammed exclusively with sword-fishes {ffemirkampkus xantho- 
pUrus C.V.) 19-20 cm. long. like other large gulls also indulges in piracy. 

VOICE and CAtxs. A loud raucous kraa^a, rather like the Raven’s. Seldom 
heard in its winter quarters. 

BREEDLve. Extralimltal. 

Mcs£u>t Diagnosis. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. cit; \\’ilhcrby, 
1941, 5; 75-9. 
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Tan 

170-190 mm, 

— mm. 
(Witherby) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adult, Iris hazel bro^n; fine cdrcumorbital ring 
coral-red. Bill, m-o-thirds bright \"dIow folJo^vcd by a bright reddish orange 

patch and then b>- a suhtcrminal blacki5b-b^o^^'n band; tips paler yellow; gape and 
mouth bright orange. Legs and feet bright yellow; cla>'*s homy bro\>-n. Immature. 
Citcumorbital ring blac^h brown. Bill, basal iwo-thirds greenish yellow or sulphur- 
^•ellow, tip reddish orange- Legs and feet greenish yellow or sulphur->xlIow, Rat 
as in adult (SA). 

454. Bro^vnheaded Gull. Lams brurjiicephalus jer^on 
Zmtus brnruricrphclus Jtrdovif 1840, Madras Jour. Lit 6c ScL 12: 225 
(Wat coast of Indian peninsula) 

Baker, FBI No. 2062, Vol, 6: 103 
Plate 45, fig. 13 

LOCAL NAMES. For all gulls: Dhomra (Hindi); KdddlpStta (Malayalam); Kddil 
kdkici (Tamil); Muhud:i kapuid (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Jungle Crow length c. 46 cm. (18 in.). 

FiEtD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd gull, grey above white below with 
a dark coffee-brown head (the ‘ hood ’) in summer. Distinguished from the 
similar looking Blackhcadcd Gull (455), with which often seen together. 
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by somewhat bigger size and presence of a large white patch, or * mirror 
near the tips of the black primaries. 

In winter head gTC\*ish white with a vertical black crescent mark behind 
the car. Sexes alike. Distinguished from very' similar Blackhcadcd Gull in 
winter plumage by the prominent wing mirror. Brown head assumed by end 
March, before emigration. 

“Voung (immature). Brownish mottled with pale grev-abovc. Tail 
white with a broad blackish subtcrminal band. Various intcrmccUaie phasa 
occur, beuveen this and adult plumage, but wing mirror usually distinguishes 
it from the confusingly similar Blackhcadcd Gull. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBmoN and HABITAT. Bfccds in Ladakh. Common, winter 
\isitor (August/September to March/Aprii) to the sea coasts throughout 
both Pakistans, India, and Ceylon. Nepal (vagrant?). Not recorded from 
the Andaman, Nicobar, Maldivc or Laccadive islands, therefore apparently 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus 

(from feathers) 

475-510 60-69 75-^4 

o 9 435-480 49-61 — 
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docs not venture far offrhorc. Also found in v'arying numbers inland at most 
large rivers and lakes, chiefly on passage. Abundant on Sambhar Lake 


toms ^runnfeepho/us 



(Rajasthan) throughout winter; in smaller numbers also around the * Salt 
Lakes ’ near Calcutta. On a moderate-sized jbecl in Manipur * a Hock of 
cl Uasl ten thousand individuals m March’ (Hume, 1888, SF 11: 349), 
Affects coastal lagoons and backwaters,, tidal creeks and estuaries, and the 
neighbourhood of fishing V'illagcs and harbours. 

ExtraliTmtal. ‘ Breeds on the inland lakes of the high plateaus of central 
Asia from Chinese Turkestan to S. Mongolia and south to l.adakh and the 
eastern Himalay’as [?]* IVintcrs on the coasts of southern Asia from the 
Gulf of Aden to Tenasserim and in the Gulf of Siam * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarious — not different from other gulls. Commonly 
associates with Pariah and Brahminy Htes and other gulls, particularly 
the Blatkheadcd (455), in harbours to scavenge kitchen refuse and garbage 
thrown ov'crboard from ships at anchor. Escorts outgoing and incoming 
ships and fisHng-boats, gli^g and circling effortlessly around them for 
long periods, now ahead now astern, sw’ooping from time to time to pick 
discarded scraps and offal from the water. Sometimes settles momentarily 
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in the ^^'al;e to gobble do>\n a morsel before catching up wih the ship again 
by seemingly leisurely wing-beats, occasionally alighting on the rigging. 

jacRATiav. A flock on high-^evation lake in Nepal, c. 5000 m., ^^a^ch 
1978?, apparently on aberrant spring passage (Fleming) — CBCN, March 
1978: 13. 

rooD. Hsh, prawns, and ofTal. On occasion — in inland localities *— 
insects, grubs, slugs, and earthworms, and shoots of various crops. Has 
been obscTk'cd hawking winged termites, and eating floating human ordure 
from municipal 3c^^’agc outflows. 

VOICE and calls. One call commonly heard, a loud raucous kreedk very 
like the Jungle Crow's or Raven's. Much more noisy on its breeding ground 
than in winter quarters. 

BREEDING. On the high plateau lakes in Ladakh at c. 3000-4500 m. — 
Tsokr, Tso Morari, possibly Pangong and others. S^^on mainly Junc-July. 
AV/f a mound of grass etc. raised above water level on bogg)’ waterlogged 
ground on the edge of a lake or on semi-floating spong\‘ grass hummocks 
or islets. Nests colonial, from almost touching to a few metres from one 
another, as the situation dictates. EggJ, normally 3 frequently 2, variable 
bluish-, greenish- or creamy white, or buff, boldly blotched and spotted 
with blackish- or reddish broum, svfth a few hieroglyphic scrawls. Average 
ilzc of 100 eggs 61-3 X 42*6 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share incubation. 
Period Undetermined. 


Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wng 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tail ■ • 

o' 9 330-348 

(from feathers) 
37-45 

49-55 

139-159 mm. 

3 (Pc' 345-360 

(from skull) 
48-56 

50-51-5 

130-142-5 mm. 

I 9 344 

54-5 

52 

134 mm. 




(mv, SA) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Adult. Iris rcd-bfown or yellow-brown (biscuit 
colour); ev’clids deqj blood-red. Bill and mouth orange-red to deep blood-red. Legs 
and feet deep blood-red. Immature. Iris ‘ almost white ' (Baker). Legs and bill 
more yellow or orange-red, the latter tipped with dusky. 

455. Blackheaded Gnll, Larus ridibundus ridibundus Linnaeus 

Lems ridibxrJus Linnaeus, 1 766, Syst, Nat., ed. 1 2, 1 : 225 (European seas = England) 
Baker, FBI No. 2061, Vol. 6: 102 
Plate 45, frg. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. For all gulls: Dhomra (Hindi). 

SIZE. House Crow length c. 43 cm. (17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A gTcy and white medium-sized gull with blackish 
brown head (the ‘ hood *) in summer. Very similar to Broumheaded Gull, 
q.v.; distinguished from it by somewhat smaller size and, in flight, in the 
leading edge of the wing being pure white with no while ‘ mirror ’ near 
tip of primaries. 

In winter likewise without black head; then disdnguishable from Brown- 
headed Gull cliiefly by wing pattern. Sexes alike. The dark coffee-coloured 
(* black ‘) head is largely assumed by end March prior to emigration. 
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Young (immature). As in 454, also with broad blackish subtcmunal 
bar to the white tail. 

STATUS, DisnuBUTiOK and HABITAT. IVintcr \isitor (August-September 
to March-April) to the coasts of both Pakistans and India; more aburxlant 
on the Maknin and Sind coasts and the western seaboard of the peninsula 
than on the eastern side. Common up the Hooghly R. from its mouth to 
Calcutta practically to the exclusion of the Broumheaded Gull (H. G, 
Alexander) ; r^ular but in small numbers (Bis>vas). Not recorded in Andaman 
or Nicobar Is. ^^ag^ant to the Maldives; possibly the same in the Laccadives. 


Lcri/s ridibundus 



A single sight record from NUavcli, Sri Lanka (CBCN). Occurs inland in vary- 
ing abundance and irregularly — perhaps largely on passage — on rivers and 
jhccls. Recorded in Sind (Manchar Lake), Kashmir (* winter visitor '), Chitral 
(Drosh), N. Baluchistan (Quetta Valley), Delhi (Jumna R.), U.P. (Gorakhpur, 
Ghazipur), M.P. (Mhow), Punjab (Sutlej R. and lakes in Salt Ran^), 
Rajasthan (Sambhar L.akc), Nepal (lowland rivers), Assam (N. Cachar), 
Bihar (Darbhanga district). Published sight records not free from ambiguity 
s\nth the similar looking Brownheaded Gull. Affects scacoast, estuaries, shipping 
harbours, and municipal sc^^•age outflows, etc. 

Extralimital. * Breeds in Europe and Asia from Iceland, the Faeroes, 
British Isles, S. Scandinavia, Finland, Arkhangelsk, lat. 66®40'N. on the 
Ob, 64® on the Lena’, 68® on the Kolyrma, and from KamcJiatka, south 
to Sardinia, mouth of the Danube, Central Russia, Transcaspia, Tarbagafai, 
N. Mongolia, and Ussuriland, In winter south to the Azores, Gambia, 
southern shores of the Mediterranean, Nile Valley, Persian Gulf, India, 
Indochina, Japan and the Philippines ' (Peters). 
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^noRATios. No ringing or oU;er precise data, * A few pass up [through 
Cliitral] from March to May * (Perreau). 

CEHERAL lUDiTS. Gfcgarious, and a scavenger like 454, frequently asso- 
ciated with it in winter. n. 

FOOD. As in 454. I 

VOICE and calls. Loud and raucous; also similar to 454. Most commonly 
heard: a querulous scream f.rn^aJi and a loud wailing ka-)ek^ ka-yek. 

BREEDING. £.\tralimital. More or less as in 454, 

Museum Diagnosis. For dwcripiion of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.; for fuller 
details of plumage phases etc. Witherby, 1941, 5: 70-3. 

MEASUREMENTS 

IVing Bin Tanus Tail 

(from feathen) 

o"'d' 295-315 31-36 43-49 110-125 mm. 

(one 320) 

9 9 285-302 29-33 _ _ nim, 

(^Vithc^by) 

coLoi'Rs OP dare parts. Irxs dark bro^^n or crimson-brown. Bill, legs and feet 
deep bright rctl. 

MiscELLA.NT,ous. Longc^'ty: one ringed as nestling on 13 June 1910 in 
Cumberland, U.K. found dead in the home colony on 26 May 1930, there- 
fore 20 yean old [British Birds 24: 55, 1930). 

456. SlenderbiUed Gull. Larus gtnti Br^c 

Lems Cryi Brime, 1839, Rc\'. Zool.: 321 (Sardinia) 

Baler, FBI No. 20G4, \'ol. 6; 106 
Plate 45, fig. 12 

LOCAL Names. For all guIU: Dhimra (Hindi); Kolher (Makran). 

SIZE, House Crow + ; length c. 43 cm. (17 in.). 

mLD aiARAcTXRs. Adult (winter). Cionfmingly like Blackheaded Gull 
in ux and w ing pattern (in flight) : head and body, above and below, pure 
white; mantle p.alc pearl grey. DifTcrentialcd from it, after some experience, 
both at rest and in flight, by noticeably small head and long neck and longer, 
bright rctl bill. Also by absence of brown spot on car-covcrls, and (usually) 
brighter red legs. Sexes alike. 

In summer easily distinguished since head rcm.ains glistening white, s\hilst 
rest of plumage acquires a delicate rosy flush. 

Young (immature) more or less as winter adult, but with some brown 
on the wing<(n-cns, and a blackish terminal band on tail, nicrc is a lamt 
pale grey patch on the car-coverts, and the bill and legs arc ycllosvish red. 
Adult plumage « acquired in second autumn, ndr 'HcchursL 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

fTATt’s, DtsTRinmoN and iiAHtTAT. Resident and breeding w-itliin our 
limits only in West Pakistan (Makran, I-as Bela), numbers there largely 
augmented in winter by immigrants. Winter siulor to Sind where also 
'excessively common along Lhc coast and sometimes up tlic tidal creeks ' 
(Ticeliurst). A speomen taken at Bhavnagar on 5 December (Dhamva- 
kumaninhji). Posiihly occurs more commonly on the Kutch-Saurashtra 
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coasts than this only positive record indicates, but overlooked among Black* 
headed Gulls. Since then, in recent years, several specimens have also been 
collected and observed offshore Greater Bombay (Navarro, 1967, JBNHS 
65: 218) and the species may actually be a regular winter visitor to this 
coast. Nepal (Kosi R.) Feb. 1 974 — S. C, Madge, in tpist. 



Extraiimital, * Breeds on the Black and Caspian Seas, Sea of Azov, Persian 
Gulf, Makran coast and Sind; S. Spain (?). Ranges throughout the Medi- 
terranean, coast of NW. Africa and the Red Sea * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. Not a scavengCT like the Black- and Brownheaded 
gulls, therefore absent in shipping harbours and about coastal villages. 
But ' huge flocks may be met with not far out at sea feeding on fry as they 
break the -surface; the hindmost birds constantly take the place of tJic 
foremost, and they move along, as the fUh-shoal moves, wiili constant 
jcreaming and squabbling; when satiated they retire to Uie sands along the 
tide’s edge, forming a pinkish wrhite line' (Tlcchursi). 

FOOD. Mainly fish. 

VOICE and calls. Not specifically recorded. 

BREEDING. Brccds in large mixed colonics with Caspian and Cullbilled 
terns on the island in Sirunda JhccI at SonmianI (Las Bela, W. Pakistan). 
Also at other suitable places in Makran. Srojon^ May-Junc. /test, a compacted 
pad of grass and water-weeds, on the ground. Eggs, 2 or 3, variable in 
coloration and markinp. Normally creamy or buffy white, blotched and 
spotted with blackish brown, with sccondar)' blotches of shades of grey — 
the markings denser at the broad end. Average size of 200 eggs 55‘75 X 
38*65 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, incubation 
period, and other details unrecorded in our area. 





HANDBOOK VOLUME 3: 3740 


GULLS, TERNS 37 

Mudroc DiAoyosa. See Key; for description of plumage Baker, loc. cit. 

Chick (in down). ‘Head, sides of head, upperparts, wings and thighs evenly 
loot tied %itti about e<iual areas of black and white alternating; undeiparts more 
'White but black spots across lower throat and on rides of breast and ‘'rnce- 
bttxsQ. 

UZASUKESCOm 

"Wing Bm Tarsus TaU 

(from feathers) 

(J<9 280-316 38^6 47-55 119-144 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARK PAKTF. Somewhat variable individually. Adult. IrU pale 
yellow; eyelids bright red. Bill deep crimson red. Legs and feet bright dark red. 
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ukaiduksiekh 

Wing 


o’ o' 
99 


215-230 

210-226 


Bill 

(from feathers) 
21-23 
21-24 


Tarsus 


25-29 


Tail 


84-94 mm. 

— mm. 
(Witheiby) 

The ladakh specimen measures Wing 212, bill (from skull) 31, tarsus 75, tail 
83 rrun. — Traylor. 

COLOURS OF BARK PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill (ad. summer) red-brown, (winter 
and juv.) blacldsb ; inside mouth (ad.) orange. Legs and feet (ad. summer) vermilion, 
(ad. winter rmd jirv.) red-brown to flesh (Witherby). 


457. Little Gull. Lotus minutus Pallas 

Lena miuutus Pallas, 1776, Rcise Russ. Reiebs 3: 702 
(Riven of Siberia and in Russia = Berezovo, Tobolsk, Siberia) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 45. fig. 10 

' SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c. 25-30 cm. (10-12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dimin utive gull distinguished by its small size, 
absence of black in primaries, blackish underride of vtings, and noticeably 
tem-Kke flight and movements, flicking food off -.vater surface in its stride etc. 

Adult (winter). Aiovz, forehead, lores, and a line over eyes white; 
crown and nape leaden grey. Upperparts bluc-grc^'; upper tail-covccts and 
tril white. Primaries blue-grey with white tips, broadly blackish on inner 
webs. Below, underparts and axillarics white; underwing blackish. Sexes 

In summer very like a miiiiaturc Blackheadcd Gull when at rest, but 
entire head and upper neck (not only the hood) pure black. Rarely a pink 
tinge on breast. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Accidental vagrant. A specimen 
collected in I^adakh by Walter Koclz.* A possible sight record in Bombay 
Harbour (Magrath, 1910, JBNHS 20: 224) and others in Raim of Kutch 
(SA,1974,JBNHS71:609). 

ExiraJimitaJ, Bre«3s in northern Europe and Siberia from Holland and 
Denmark to the Sea of Okhotsk. Winters on coasts of W. Europe, Mediter- 
ranean and Black Seas, Sea of Okhotsk, Japaii Sea, etc, (Alexander, 1955). 

OBNERAi. HABITS. The Bombay sight record attributed to friis spedcs by 
the observer was noted as * a very small gull flying about together ^vith a 
number of Blackheads 

FOOD, VOICE and calls. Not recorded in our area; presumably more or 
less as of 455. 

MusEint Diaonosq- Sec Key. For description of plumage and its various phases 
(also bionomics) see Wtherby, 1941, 5: 60^. 


Terns 

Terns differ from gulls in being much more lightly built, with longer 
narrow'cr wings and different flight. In spite of their webbed feet they rar^y 
settle on %vater (except Anom), resting and roosting on rocks or mudbanks 
on their ridiculously short l^s. They capture their living prey — -fishes, 
insects, Crustacea, etc. — by scooping them up from the surface in flight, 
or by plimging vertically from the air and going under water momentarily. 

Unlike gulls they have both mandibles of equal length instead of upper 
longer than lower. Bill straight, generally slender, with pointed tips; nostrils 
Ihicar. Tail long and deeply forked in some spcdcs, 'vsith outer rectriccs 
attenuated and greatly lengthened; only slighdy forked (almost square) in 
others. \A^gs long: fint primary (as.) longest. Legs and feet small. 

Genus Ghlidonias Rafinesque 

Cfdidoruas Rafioesque, 1822, Kentucky Gazette, n. s. 1(8), Feb. 21; 3, col. 5. Type, 
by monotypy, Stma imlanops Rafinesque = Sterna surutemensis GmcUn 

Bill ^ortand slightly compressed. Legs and feet small, the webs between the toes 
deeply emarginate making the feet appear only half webbed; claws long and curved. 
Wings long, exceeding tail when dosed. Tail short and very slightly forked, almost 
square. All the species arc largely dark gre>' or black on the underparts during the 
breeding season. 


Key to the Species , 

Adult o' 9 . Breeding and W’intcr 

Rump slaty grey C. mgrr 

Rump ashy grey C. f^hntks 

Rump white C. leucopums 


*Ko. FMNH 22S168, 9 jur., 21 Sept, 1936, Pitiogf Ladakh, Field Museiun Nat. Hat 
Chicago* 
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458. 'Whiskered Tern. Chltdonias kjbridus indiais (Stephens) 

Hreica /n&a St^hens, 1826, in Shaw's Gen. 2^ool. 13 (1): 169 (Cawnporc, India) 
HjdrocJielidim Uucopareia Uggei Mathews, 1912, Bds. Auslr. 2: 320 (Gcj’Ion) 
Baker, FBI No. 2067, Vol. 6:111 
Plate 46, 6 g. 3 
Diatribotion map, p. 61 

local NAUZ3 . For all terns : TehSrif GaniS ckul, MeAih lovka, KoorSri (Hindi) ; 
JCrni (Kashmir) ; AfuAudu likinijia (Sinhala); Kdddl kirivi (T am i l , Cc)'Ioa); 
B&iadinr, Ssmiu^apu kaki (Tdugu); Kin (Gond); Kdddikdkka (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; slimmer and longer >vingcd. Length c. 25 cm. (10 in.). 
field characters, a slender, graceful silver)' grey and white bird Avith 
long narrow pointed \vings and slightly forked (almost square) grey tail. 



usually seen in flight over ^vatcr. Crown flecked with blackish in wntcr. 
Very short red legs and red bill, the latter looking blackish in wntcr. k\^cn 
at rest on the ground the closed wngs project beyond the tail. 

In summer the glossy jet black cap down to Ac eyes, wlh prominent 
contrasting snow white cheeks (‘ whiskers ’) below' it, and Ac black bcU) 
and short'squarish tail, arc leading pointers to its idcnlity. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) have Ac cro\ra and mantle brown, Ac head darkest 
and mottled rufous. Underparts and hindncck white. 

status, DisTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident and/or breeding visitor m 
Kashmir and northern InAa (Gangetic Plain) east to Assam and East 
Pakistan, spreading out in winter over Ae entire Union, Nepal (lowlanA^, 
-and Ceylon. -Chiefly passage migrant and/or winter visitor in W. PaiAt^ 
(Baluchistan, Sind, Peshawar, Chitral); may breed locally but no definite 
evidence. Affects inland jhccls, marshes and flooded paddyfields; also coastal 
lagoons, tidal mudflats, and cstuaries. 

ExfralimitcL Penian Balqchistan. . , , . 

general habits. Gregarious. The normal mcAod of feeding in tlm 
Aort-tailcd group kno-wn as ‘ Marsh Terns * is for an inAridual or smaU 
flock to fly mcAodicaUy back and forth on slowly beating wings at a haght 
of 3 to 6 metres or so, bill and c>-c Arected intently below for sigm ofliic. 
^NTien a gentle svind is blowing Ac birds work Aus slowly and delibcrat y 
up\^-ind to Ac end of Adr beat scanning Ac surface carefully, Acn riioot 
l^ck dowTiwind to Ae starting point to repeat Ac manocmTC. 
time to time one swoops down at a tangent to lightly Ack off wA the 
something fium Ac surface of land or water, continuing its Aght wi Amit 
interruption. Rarely Ac>' also plunge from Ac air in Ac manner t^-picA of 
sea terns. Occarionally Ae birds hawk filing insects over culti^'ation. 
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turning and twisting in Ac chase, or ssvoop to Ack Acm off ground-crops 
such as gram {Cicn). 

FOOD. Insects — dragonAes and Aeir larv'a^ grasshoppers, water beetles 
— tadpoles, crabs, fish. 

VOICE and cau ‘s. A sharp kreak, kreak^ sounding in Ae distance like tlie 
harsh churring notes of Ae Rufousbacked Shrike {Lanixa schach ) ; rcmiiuscent 
also of a louder version of Ae common Skipper frog’s {Rana (^anophljctis), 
especially when nesting birds axe dkturbed by an intruder and demonstrate 
agitatedly overhead. 

breedinc. Recorded localities are: Kashmir Valley (c. 1500 m.), Delhi, 
U.P. (Lucknow, Fyzabad, Etass-ah, Gonda), BAar (Darbhanga, Dhanbad), 
Assam (N. Cachar), E. Pakistan (Khulna, SyAct). Season overall June to 
August, x-arying loc^y, Ae first ladings (c.g. in Kashmir) being frequently 
■vvasbed aw-ay by floods. Kest^ a small and often Aims)' pad of water-lily stems 
and decaying rushes placed on a floating mat of singara {Trapa) plants and 
oAcr aquatic vegetation, anchored to Ac substrate and bobbing up and 
dowm on Ae ripples. Built in colonies, sometimes up A a himAcd nests 
or more, a fesv metres from one anoAcr. Pilfering ofmatcrial from neighbour- 
ing nests by swoops from Ae air an almost umvcrsal practice, sometimes 
resulting m Ae ravaged nest getting overturned, tippmg Ae contents into 
Ac water. EggSj 2 or 3 large, moderate ovals sometimes pointed at Ae smaller 
end. Thc)' arc variable in coloration and markings boA as to clutches and 
inAridual eggs in Ac same clutch. A common t)'pc is some shade of sea- 
green, blotched and speckled sriA brown. Average rizc of 200 eggs 36*9 X 
27*4 mm. (Baker). BoA sexes incubate; period undetermined. Male feeds 
incubating female on fish or oAer titbit often brought over long distances, 
sometimes followed by copulation. Dmvuy buff-speckled black chicks when 
alarmed instantly ske^ddle from nest ta^g cover among and imdcr Ac 
floating water-lily leaves, often l>ing fully submerged wiA closed c>*cs and. 
only Ac bill showing above. 

Museum Diacnosb. Differs from Ae European and SW. Asian notninate race 
in having a wing. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. Fresh su m mer 

dress is acquired between mid MarA and end May apparently b)' a complete moulL 
• Young birds of Ac year at Ae end of August are already moulting Aeir body 
feaAcis, Aough many of Ae dark-tipped feaAcrs of Ae upperparts are )*ct to be 
casL These dark markings %*ar>' %*cry mu A in inAviduals; in [some] specimens 
Aey arc so profuse as to make Ae upperparts appear almost black* (TicAurst). 

MZASUREMENTS 

^Vmg Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

7 d'd' 221-229 32-37 20-23 76-81 mm. 

5 99 213-219 32-36 20-23 77-80 mm. 

(HW, SA) 

For Ae no mina te race \ViAerby gi\'C 5 \\'mg cj'o' 232-250, 9 1? 230-242 mm . 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. lA dark greyiA brown or brown. BUI dark rcddtA 
brcnin to red. I-cgs and feet dark coral brown to bright or dark red; soles brighter 
coral; claws black. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Large quantitie of eggs of this tern (and moorhens 
etc.) are coUectai for sale and local consumption hy Ae boatmen in KaA- 
mir. A diminution in Ae number of birds in certain areas is evident, calling 
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for early oKdal restricaon and regulation of the practice of commercial 
egg-gathering. 

459. \^liitrma§ed Black Tem. CUtdrdar />=o:^:rrax (Tcmmincl:) 

Irxrfir^s Tcmniflck, 1815, hlan. d’Orn.: 4S3 
fCcasts of the Mediterranean) 

Baler. FBI No. 2070. VoL 6: 1 14 
Plate 46. fig. 2 and DwtribuiJon m3p.p.6I 

Locu. XAMO. As under 45S- 

5SX, Kgeon — ; slimmer. Length c. 23 cm. (94 in.). 

rail) CHARACTERS- A short-tailed marsh tern, \'cr\* similar to WTiislered 
in s^inter. Doubtfully distinguishable from it except perhaps by slightly 
smaller sire and dull grc>* (r. siUttv- grej*) mantle. 

In partial summer dress, gradually assumed torn about mid March, 
idendt}’ unmistakable in flight bj' the sharp contrasts of dark and white 
in the plumage- Forehead white, hind head mottled blackish. Underparts 
dark sooty grc)*. Under ^^■i^g-cove^ts black Or blackish contrasting with 
grey primaries. Tail pure i\'hite, nearly square. 

In full summer plumage entire head and body \‘cl\*ct}* bbek except lower 
back ^vhich is blackish grc>’. \S’ing-quills largely sil\’cr%* grc)’; tail pure ^^bife. 
Upper >NTng-co>-crts, seen as a broad white band in flight, contrasting strongly 
with black body and underwing lining. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION* and HABITAT. Rare winter \’mtor to Assam (Cachar), 
East Pakistan (Sylhct), West Bengal (Calcutta), and Cejdon. Once taken in 
Madh>-a Pradesh (Raipur, D’Abreu, 1935, JBNHS 38: 112). Only thrice 
recorded on the western side of Indb: once in Bombay (26.m.l950, Humaj-un 
Abdulali) and twice in Saurashtra (Jzsdan, June 1949 and 12.V.1955, Y. S. 
ShhrTajkumar) -—JBNHS 49: 310; 53: 130. Pakistan (Karachi dist.) May 
1977 (T. J. Roberts, JBNHS 75: 216). A specimen has bexm taken and a flock 
sighted in the Andaman Is, (Hume, 1879, SF 8: 495) and more recently 
in the Maldh'cs where it is ‘probably an infrequent winter vasitor* (Phillips, 
1963, JBNHS 60: 576). Possibly less aaigrant than appears, as liable to be 
overlooked amoi^ the more numerous Wliiskcred terns with which it keeps in 
winter, and is impossible to distinguish from satisfaclorily before it starts 
moulting into its distincti\T summer dress, Howcs'cr, upper side of tail pure 
white in this spedes, gre^* in 4\Tiiskered- 

.Eztrclzrui^t ‘Breeds in SE- Europe and C, Asia from Hungary* and 
Galicia, C. Russia, Siberia (N. to lat. 55®}, Transbaikalia and Amurland, 
south to Turkestan and N. Mongolia, Winters in tropical and southern 
Africa to the Orange R. Colony and Damaraland; Persian Gulf, India, 
Ce^don, Burma, S. China, and the Malay Archipelago to Australia * (Peters). 

CENERAi- HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAIXS- As of Whiskcrcd Tern (458), 

SUiTiNC. Extralimital, More or leas as in 458, 

Miu.i.ii Diacn-oss. ‘ In winter and jirreiule absence of dark brmm patches on 
sides of breast, combined with pale rump and short btQ datiegush it from other 
znarsh tena * (Witherb)'). For dooriptica of plumage set Baker, loc. dt. j for plumage 
phases and ether details Witherin’, 1941, 5: 9-11. 
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HELD CHARACTERS, A common palc pearl-grey and white tern, larger than 
the ^\*hbkcred, with deeper-forked white tail and stout ifrrh ^l-Iikc bill. 

In winter, head white streaked witlj bbek and with a bbekish patch 
round eye and above car-cmETts; in summer a jet-bbek cap down to c)*cs, 
co^*ering forehead, crown, and nape. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Crown gre>' or greyish white. Upperparts, es- 
pecially scapulars, inner wing-co\xit5 and inner secondaries pale brown 
with bufnsh edges. Primaries grc\'-brown, darker than in adult. 

For downy chick see Museum Dbgnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBI.T 10 N* and H.ABJTAT. Breeding Jocallj* in iV'cs: Pakistan 
and N\V. India (Las Bela and Punjab; doubtless also elsewhere}. In winter 
widespread and locally common, numbers largely augmented by extra 
ll m ita l immigrants. Practically the entire Indian Union (see also 461) from 
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Makran coast and Smd easn^ard acro ss Rajasthan and the G.ingedc Plain 
to Bihar, south through the Peninsula to Kans'akumari, and Colon. Pre- 
sumptbE breeding in Colon not s*et conflmted. Specimens obtained in the 
Maldives (December) but status there uncertain. AfTects coastal mudfats, 
backwaters, tidal creeks, salt pans, etc., and brge inbnd jheels and risers. 

fxfraTirnta/. * Breeds locally in Europe and the western ihrec-quancn 
cf Asia from Denmark, Baltic Sea, Middle L’rals, Zaissan-nor and S. 
MongoUa (perhaps north to Transbaikalb) soutli to the Iberian Peninsula, 
NW*. Africa, Asb Minor, Penia, Indb (cast to the Ganges) and Ceylon [?J. 
Winters in northern and eastern tropical .Africa, Persian Gulf and Indb; 
occasionally to the Sunda Is.' (Peters). 

sncR-ATiox. No ringing data. Fair numbers on rassage through Qulral 
‘ duringend April and May * (Perreau, 1910, JBNHS 19: 921) and ^ugh 
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scAsrsaaoNTs 

Bm Tarsus Tail Depth 

(from feethen) central outer cf fori 

d'e^ 200-218 23-24 19-22 58-67 67-75 5-11 ma. 

9 9 I92-2I0 — — 

cotocRS or B.«r parts. Iris dark brown, Bm (ad.) black tinged crimsca, (jur. 
and Ist winter) bbek-brown tbgcd orange at gape. Legs and feet (ad.) bright ver- 
milion. (juv*. and Ist winter) red to red-brovra (Wltherb}*). 

459a. Bla^ Tern. C^Zidmsaj mgrr xijir (Linnaeus) 

Sirrsa rsgra Linnaeus, 1758, Sjrt. Nat, etk 10; 137 (near Ufsala, Sweden) 

Not in Baker FBI 
PUte 46, fig. I 

SIZE- Same as 459; length c. 23 cm. (94 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. In Winter differs firom Whiskered Tern by* 
r. silvery pey mantle; from Whitewinged Bbek chiefly by bbek of hind 
h«d continuing as a dark patch on either side of neck in front of base of 
wings. 

Summer plumage immistakable: dark sbte-grey abo\-c, bbek below 
without the white wing-shoulder or while tail of 459. 

STATUS. Sight recorded near Delhi, 11 October 1949, with adequate 
raxToboraffvc eridence by an e.Tpericaccd observer familiar with the spedes 
in Europe. (H. G. .Alexander, JBNHS 49: 120-21). Confirmatory spe rim^ 
desirable. . 

Genus Gelochelido.v Brehm 

CfivirTxib: G L. Brehm. 1830, Isis von Oken, 23, coL 994 
Type, by mdnotypy, G^!x.hf!idcn r’jridlsstdis Brehm = Sirru idt^tzia Gmdia 
Diflen from Si/rta, q.v., in its stouter bilL Feet fully webbed as in tanus 

longer than middle toe and cbw. Tail comparatixely shorter t han in Stms with 
the outer feathcis less prolonged. 

Gelocheudo.s* NiLonaA (Gmclin) 

Key to the Snbspecies 


Larger, wing 300-333 mm.; culmcn 35-41 mm. G.k. rUstva 

Smaller, wbg 272-292 mm.; culmcn 32-35 mm. G.k. <rfb£r 


460. GnHMlletl Tens. G<!ceht!id^n rrilctica rdlsHcs (Gmclin) 

SUTKS rMc&i3 Gmclin, 1 789, S}*sL NaL I (2) : 606 (Eg>pt) 
Baker, FBI No. 2072, Voh 6: 117 
Plate 46, -fig. 15 

LDCM. NAins. As under 458. Kirrs, Ihni ersns (Nbldh’cs). 

SIZE. House Crow—; length c. 38 cm. (15 in.). 
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Kohat * from beg innin g of April dll May — last seen 5th May* (IMthehcad, 
1911, ibid. 20:973). 

CENERAI. HABITS. Gf^arious, but frequently seen singly or in twos and 
threes or small scattered flocks, and in assoebdoa with other river and roanh 
terns. Seldom met far oflshorc along the coast. Flics low over sand- and 
mudflats, s>\-oopmg down at a tangent from time to dmc to pick up some 
titbit in its bill as it skims dose to the surface, Somciimcs hawks flying 
insects over culdvadon and stubbles in company ssiih Whiskered Terns, 
and dips in low’ flight io scoop up a caterpillar or grasshopper from off 
ground-crops like gram or grountbut. On the coast flocks togcllier to rest 
with gulls and other terns at the edge of the ddc waiting for the ebb to expose 
the feeding flats. 

FOOD. Largely sand crabs (O-t^-j^j) on the sea coast. Also prawns ^nd 
other Crustacea, frogs, small fish, and insects. Ftadngordurcfrom mumdpal 
sesvage outflow recorded in Cochin Harbour. 

VOICE and c-alls. Not intelligibly described in India. * Scolding cries 
of zfiij kiniUcmrih or a high-pitched hik ... hikkikhUJiihhik while flying 
around one * (G. M. Henry, Ceylon), 

BREEDING. Recorded on sandbanks in iJjc Punjab rivers — Qicnab, I^as, 
Sutlej — and on an island in Sirunda jhecl. Las Bcb. Secr^rr. end April to 
cad June, varying with local conditions. AVif a slight depression in the sand, 
according to ^Vaitc (1917, JBNHS 25: 300) charactcristicallysrithsomesmall 
pieces of sticks or oilier debris wliicli identifies it at once among the bare 
unllned depressions of River Terns and Skimmers nesting with it in mixed 
colonies. Eggr, 2 or 3, broad to moderately long ovals of variable coloration 
from pale vTllowish- or greenbh stone to buffy brow-n or brown, boldly 
blotched with purple-, red-, or blackish brown and witli secondary 
iTurkings of grey and liUc. Average she of 100 Indian eggs 47*9 X 31*2 
mm, (Baker). Share of the sexes in incubation, period, and other details 
of breeding biology not recorded. 

Mixnii Divevasa. DiArirs from ih^ casffm rzer (461) in having a lancer 
wine and soraevchat longer bilL For dweriptJon of plumage ice Baker, loc. cjL; 
fr-r dcuib of plumage pliases etc. (and bionomlra}, Ulthrrby, 1911, 5: 12-14. 

Chick (in down), * Upperparts dirty pr>r/'bi:fr witli black ipoci cn crmvn. 
behind ryrs and the dorsum w.hrrc thej* tend lo form stripes; carpta white, throat 
d’asky to biackhh, rat cf uaderparts nearly white * (Ticehunt). 

VrAT’-’RtMrNTl 

wing EOI TarruJ Tail Depth 

(from feathers) central outer offjfk 

d'd' 315-33: 34-41 33-37 CJ>-?3 120-138 30-4S mm. 

9 9 300-330 — ^ — 

COLOCRI OF ».«*: F.AXTS. Iris b!ack-brown. Efil black. L#ys ard feel (ad.) blitk, 
iyjy. and Ist winter) dark red-brow-n (lNlt!ierb\-}. 

461. Javan Gnllbillcd Tern. ef-'is Olonfietd) 

Honfid;!, 1621. Trans. Unn- Sec Dandm 13(1): 199 
Baker. FBI .No. 2073, Vol. C: 118 

LOCAL ruixrS- As under 453. 
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aZE. Ai of4(W; loigtli c, 38 cm. (15 in.). 

nzu> CfCAXACims. Same as the nominate' race (460) q.v. Slightly 
la^er huX o&envise indistinguishable. See Museum Diagnosis. 

KAxvs, DiSTRitounoN’ and habitat. Breeding locally (race presumed) in 
West Bengal and East Pakistan (Khulna Sundctbans). Found in v.intef 
cast of Bihar — W. Bengal, Orissa, and through Assam and E. Pakistan. 
A specimen ta ken in the Andaman Is. in November; status there uncertain. 
In non-breeding season the ranges of the races overlap, maHng subspedfic 
identification of individual specimens imposable. Extrallmltal range not 
yet properly worked out. Inhabits islands of the Malay Archipelago. 

GEKBRAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAiis. Not different firim 460. 

BREEDING. A very large colony wth eggs — many quite fresh — discovered 
on an island in the Khulna Sunderbans on 22 April 1922 (Stanford, 1937, 
JBNHS 39: 867). Skins of breeding birds needed to confirm the subspedes 
which is only presumed. 

Museum Diagnosis. Difiers firom the western (nominate) race onlv in ha\’mg a 
'smaller wing (272--292 mm. ride, Baker), and $omc\vhat shorter hill (32-35 mm, 
from feathers). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 460. ' 

Genus Hvdroprocne Kaup 

- HjdropTxigns Kaup, 1829, Sldzz. Entw.-Gcsch. Eur. Thiervv.; 91.T>pe, b)' sub- 
sequent designation, SUma easpia Pallas = Strnia tschegrata Lepedun 

Distingmshed from Gelocheltdon b}' greater size, comparatively short tarsi, shorter 
tail, and very large stout red bill. Only the nominate race occurs in our area. 

462. Caspian Tern. Hydroprogne easpia easpia (Pallas) 

StoTia easpia Pallas, 1770, Nori Comm. Acad. Sd. Pctropol. 14(1): 582, pL 22 
(Caspian Sea) 

Baker, FBI No. 2071, VoL 6: 1 15 
Plate 46, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. As for Other terns (see under 458). Kekra (Sind); Marvihvdu 
ISssn^S (Sinhala) ; Per^a kdddl kunri (Tamil, Cc>'lon). 

SIZE. Jtmgle Crow-)-; length e. 51 cm. (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Thc largest of our terns ; recognizable by its size and 
very large, stout coral-red bill and black legs and feet. 

Adult (tvintcr) : Above, pearl-grey ^rith white head and neck (all rotmd), 
streaked on the cro^vn wii black; below, pure white. 

In summer, forehead and crotvn to bdow e>’cs glossy jet black. Sexes 
alike. 
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Young (immature). Head as in winter adult. Upperparts grey barred 
with brown, cspcdally on scapulan and innermost secondaries. Tail-feathers 
and primaries darker than in adult. 

For downy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Brccds locally in W. Pakistan and 
Ceylon. In winter spreads out sparingly more or less throughout the sub- 
continent, locally common, its numbers doubtless augmented by extra- 
lixnital immigrants. Occurs sparingly also in the Maldivc Is. (status?). 
Affects the sea coast, tidal mudflats, estuaries and backwaters- (Kerala), 
and the larger lakes (c.g. Manchar, Chilka) inland. 

Extralimital. Breeds very locally in Europe and Asia over a ^vide range 
of latitudes, between c. 10°N. (Ceylon) and 60°N. (Finland). Also breeds 
in Africa and N. America. In thc Old World winters south to Africa, India 
and the Sunda Is. 

MIGRATION. A party of 7 birds blown down in a storm at Thull (in the 
former N.W.F.P.) on 22 May 1898 (Rattray, 1899, JBNHS 12: 347) was 
c\idcntly on passage. In Baluchistan ‘ visits such waters as Khushdil Khan 
and Saranan lakes on passage. Mcinertzhagen noted them there from April 
30 to May 17 * (Tlcchurst, 1927, ibid. 32: 86). An example ringed in the 
Dzhambul Region of Kazakhstan (c. 43°30'N., 70'’40'E.) on l.vii.l961 
has been recovered on thc Ganges R. in West Bengal (c. 25‘'20'N., 87“35'E.) 
on 3ja.l964 (ibid. 61 : 693). 

GENERAL HABITS. In non-bccctfing season less gregarious than most other 
terns, usually seen singly or in twos and threes cither by themselves or in 
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assodadon with other species. Hunts in the manner characteristic of the 
sea terns — hovering over a likely spot of water with bill pointing downwards 
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and plunging at the quarry, often submerging completely. Sometimes alights 
on W'ater like a gull, but normally rests on the ground, on sandspits, etc. 

FOOD. Mainly fish, prawns and swimming crabs. Seldom any terrestrial 
items or flotsam refuse. 

VOICE and calls. A loud raucous krake-kra (whence its Sindhi name). 
G. M. Henry describes a loud squawk kmvow, kuwow, probably an alarm 
or scolding note, and * a harsh cr>' krewkiair repealed several times by a 
bird flying along a lagoon shore *. 

BRZEDING. Recorded breeding localities within our limits: Sirunda jhed 
at Sonmiani, T. as Bela, and Astola (or Astalu) Island off thc Makran coast 
(W. Pakistan); sandbanks off thc island of Mannar (Ceylon). Breeds in 
colonies mixed with Gullbilled and other terns. Season, May and June. 
J^'est, a shallow scrape in the sand, r. half a metre or so aw'ay from its neigh- 
bours. Eggs, 2 or 3, broad to long ovals, v'aiy’ing in ground colour from pale 
yello^slsh or greyish stone to dull dark buff, occasionally vrith a pinkish 
tinge. Blotched with deep browm or blackish brown, with secondaiy' blotches 
of grey. Average size of 30 Indian-taken eggs 64*8 x 46*0 mm, (Baker). 
Both sexes incubate. Period undetermined; elsewhere recorded as 20-22 
da^’s. 

Museum Diagnosis. For descripfion of plumage see Baker, loc. dt.; for details 
of pkimage phases and structure etc- (also bionomics) ^Vith€rrb^^ 1941, 5: 15-18, 

Chick (in down). * Like nilotica (460, q.v.), but much fc%vcr spots on crovi-n and 
dorsum, and none behind the cj’cs * (Ticchurst). 

MEASUREMLNTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail Depth 

(from feathers) central outer of fork 

cjic? 398-425 64-72 4S-47 98-UO 135-150 3{M5 mm. 

9 9 400-425 — _____ __ 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IHs dark bro^Tn. Bill (ad.) rich coral^rcd, (juv.) paler, 
tipped dusW< Legs and feet black (Witherby). 

Genus Sterna linnaeus 

Stmui Linnaeus, 1758, S>*st. NaL, ed. 10, 1 : 137. Type, by tautonjTny, Sterna hxnmio 
Linnaeus (i'/fma prebinomial specific name in sjTtonjTny) 
TWass/asBoie, 1822, Isis von Oken,Bd. 1, col. 563. T^pe, b)' subsequent designation, 
* Th, eentieaa * «= Sterna eantiaea Gmelin = Sterna sendzicensis Latham 

Bni rather long, pointed, more or less compressed laterally, straight or slightly 
curved throughout. Tarsus shorter than middle toe with daw. Feet small; front 
toes romplelcly w’ebbcd ; a hind toe presenL ^^'ings long and pointed : first primary 
(as.) longest. Tail deeply forked, the outer tail-feathers much longer the rest, 
narrowing into a * streamer * towards tip. 

Genus world-wde with 12 spedcs and sc\-cra! races normally occurringin our area. 

Key to the Specie^. 


A Bin longer (over 49 mm.), slightly curved throughout 1 

B Bm shorter (under 49 mm.), slender, straight and more or less latenOly 

compressed 

1 Bin black, tipped ^-cnow ssrJzkensis 70 


Page 

Bill yellow a 

a W’ing under 300 mm. S. bengalensis 69 

Wing over 300 mm S, bergii 67 

2 Mantle dark browTi or black b 

Mantle grey c 

b ^Ving under 275 mm. S. anaethetm 59 

^Ving over 275 mm S. fuseata 62 

c W’ing under 200 mm S. elbifrens 64 

Wing over 200 mm I 

I Bin stout; 11-13 mm- in depth; yellow at all seasons 

- S. euranlia 48 

Bill more slender; not alwa^T ^^Uow a* 

a* Black line nmning from lores, through c>’c, round the 

crown and the back of nape S. stcnatrcnc 56 

Head markings not as above b' 

b' Outer taH^fcathers with both webs while.... 5". doa^aUti 52 


Outer tail-feathers with inner webs grc>' or dusky 

S. ceuliecuda 57 

Outer tail-feathers ssith outer W'cbs grey or dusk^' c' 


c* Upper tail-coverts pale grey S. repressa 55 

Upper tail-coverts white d* 

d* TarsxB 15-17 mm. rrMcrvra 54 

Tarsus 19-21 mm. S. hirMido 50 


463- Indian River Tcm. Slema auranlia J. E. Gray 

Sterna carenria J. E. Gray, 1831, in Hardwicke's IB. Ind. Zool. 1(5): 

' pL 69, f.2 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 2080, Vol. 6: 125 

Plate 46, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. In general as under 458. Kindi (Sind). 

SIZE. House Crow slenderer. Length c. 38-46 cm. (15-18 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slcndcr, graceful fiuviatilc bird, pale grey' above 
white below, with long narrow pointed vsings, deeply forked * swallow * 
tail, very short red legs, and pointed deep yellow bill. 





SunuacT, X r. j 

In winter, crowm and nape flecked and streaked with black. In summer 
(breeding plumage) entire forehead, crown, and nape down to below eyes 
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glossy jet black. A horizontal crescentic white patch below eyes- Sexes alike.' 

Young (immature). Upperparts, including wing and tail-feathers edged 
with buffy white and subedged terminally with blackish. Forehead and a 
broad superdlium pure white. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtrnoN and HABITAT, Rcsidcnt and breeding widely on 
sandy islets in rivers chiefly in the plains practically throughout the Indian 
Union (including Kashmir Valley), both Pakistans (induding the former 
N.W.F. Province and Punjab Salt Range) and Nepal (lowlands). Absent 
in Ceylon. Rare on the seaboard and less common in southern peninsular 
India. Aifccts the larger rivers, estuaries, and tanks. 

Extralimital. Burma and Malay Peninsula cast to the Mekong river. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly or in twos and threes, or small scattered 
parties fl>ing deliberately up and down pladd stretches of rivers or large 
tanks, scanning the water below for prey. Normally hunts by plunging 
from a height with svings pulled in, often submerging completely, presently 
to reappear with a small fish held crosswise in the bill. As it resumes its ' 
flight, with a little shrug to shake off the water from its feathers, the victim, 
is jerked into position and s^vallowcd head foremost. When satiated the birds 
flock to rest — as they also roost at night — on sandbanks, the entire 
gathering with head to wind. When one bird is shot and drops to the ground, 
its companions in the air wU almost instinctively dive down after him pre- 
sumably meaning to share in his imaginaty'spoils. Numbers ^vill soon gather 
at the spot, flying around in a disorderly rabble overhead to investigate. 

FOOD. Chiefly fish; also crustaceans and aquatic insects. 

VOICE and calls. Not spcdfically recorded. While swooping at intruder 
in nest colony, making as if to strike, a loud dra^vn-out note ping * soundirig 
like the .scream of a bullet whistling past * (Lowthrr). 

BREEDING. Colonial. Season, Mar^ to May. Xest, a shallow scrape or 
depression on the bare sand on sandspits and islets in large rivers, often 
in company wth pratincoles, other tern spedes and skimmers. Eggs, normally 
3, rarely 4, broad ovals only slightly smaller at one end than the other. 
Coloration very variable — from buffy stone to greenish grey, spotted, 
blotched, and streaked wth bro\vn and inky purple. Average size of 200 
eggs 42*0 X 31*4 mm. (Baker). Both sexes incubate, period recorded as 
‘about 18 to 19 days,*. Frequently the first crop of eggs is washed out by 
untimely floods, necesritating a second or oven third laying in quick suc- 
cession. i 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species ; for further details of plumage Baker, 
loc. cit. 


MEASUREMENTS 

'V^fing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 

9 260-280 

(from fcaAen) 
39-43 

e, 20-22 

(outer fea Acts) 
178-228 mm. 

Dep A of fork e. 50-80 mm. 

(SA). 


(Baker) 


coLoxnu OF BARS PARTS. Iris brown. BIU (summer) bright deep yellow; (winter) 
less bright yellow with a darker tip. L^ and feet red. 
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, Sterna hirundo Linnaeus ^ 

Key to the Suhspecles 

Purer grc>' above and below and dutincU)’ paler below in breeding 

plumage S. h. hirundo 

Browner grey above and below and decidedly darker below in breeding 
plumage S. K Vtheiena 

464. European Common Tern. Sterna hirunio kirtmdo Linnaeus 

Sterna Hirunio Linnaeiu, 1758, S^Tt. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 137 (in Europa Sweden) 
Baker, FBI No. 2083, Vol. 6: 129 
Plate 46, fig. 8 

LOCAL NASiES. In general as under 438. 

SIZE. House Crow—; slimmer. Length c. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A grcy-mantlcd tern with deeply forked white tail 
of which the longest outer fcatlicrs, or streamers (grey and white), do not 
project beyond the wing-tips when bird at rest. 

Adult (winter). Upperparts ashy grey. Forehead white or mottled 
with white; crown streaked with black. Below, chin, throat, wing-lining 
and under tail-coverts white; breast and abdomen greyish while with a 
vinous tinge. First primar)' largely black, and blackish bill with red base 
arc suggestive clues for difrcrcniialion from confusingly similar Roseate Tern 
(466) and Arctic Tern (466a) in winter. 

In summer a black -cap covers forehead, lores, and crown to lower edge 
of eye, and the biff becomes coral-red with black tip. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Like adult in winter but mantle mottled with 
greyish brown; a dark band on upper wing-covcrls; outer webs of tail- 
feathcrs.dark grey. Bill brownish. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Status anomalous in Sind and in 
Baluchistan where the birds definitely belong to the nominate race. Chiefly 
winter visitor but some non-breeding individuals staying on in Karachi 
Harbour and probably other suitable inlets throughout the hot weather. 
Probably a passage migrant in Lower Baluchistan — Makran ' etc. 
(TiccHursl). Reported by Meincrlzhagcn as plentiful (non-breeding) on 
Khushdil Khan lake near Quetta (N. Baluchistan) in Majvand early 
June. No definite records of the nominate race traceable in India. Affects 
tidal creeks, estuaries, and large inland waters. 

Extralimital. Breeds in N. America, Europe and W. Asia — Norway, 
Finland, etc., in the valleys of the Ob and Ycniscy, Black and Caspian Seas, 
Iran, Iraq, Tarbagatai, etc. In the Old World winters to west coast of 
Africa, and Makran coast. (For fuller details see Peters, 2: 332; Vaurie, 
2: 494-5.) 

MIGRATION. No ringing data. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to other terns, Hunts mainly by plunging 

FOOD. Mainly fish. Also crustaceans, molluscs and insects. 

VOICE and calls. Not recorded in Indian winter quarters. 

BREEDING. Extralimiul. More or less as in 463. 


GULLS, TERNS 


51 



Xe.i 

Distal portions of outermost primaries of A. S. maerura (466a}, 
B. S. hirundo (464), and C- S. (466). 

N.B. There is consldemble individual variation in the width 
of the black line on inner web in A and B. The white at tip in 
C b diagnostic. 


Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumages, structure, etc. (also bionomics) 


sec Witherby, 1911 

,5:28-35. 





MEASUREMENTS 






Wing 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tail 

DepA 


(from fcaAen) 


central 

outer 

of fork 

d’e? 255-288 

33-39 

;I9-21 

68-87 

135-175 

65-95 mra. 

9 9 255-2B0 

— 

— 

65-76 

140-160 

64-86 mm. 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill (ad. winter) mostly black, some- 
times some crimson at base; (ad. summer) scarlet. Up black; (juv.) as winter but 
black portion browmer and base more yellowish. Legs and feet (ad. winter) red to 
red-brown; (ad. summer) vermilion; O’uv-) yellow-orange OVlihcrby). 


465. Tibetan Common Tem. Sterna hirundo tibetana Saunden 
Sterna tibetana Saunders, 1876, Proc. Zool. Soc, London: 649 (Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 2084, Vol. 6: 130 

LOCAL NASOS. In general as under 458. 

sttE. Same as 464; length c. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FIELD C3IARACTERS. As for 464 but darker and slightly browner above, 
darker below’. Dificrcncc less pronounced in winter, and the races then 
indistinguishable. Sight rc<»rds unreliable. 

For downy chick sec Museum Diagnosis. 

ITATIM, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Bfccds in Ladakh. Winter visitor 
to the Indbn Union and East Pakistan; fairly common in the GangeUc 
Plain, less common to scarce in tlie Peninsula. Insular sasilof to Cc>’Ion, 
sometimes in considerable numbers. Overall status given by Baker as *a 
very common aasitor to the whole of w-estem and central India * is palpably 
erroneous. Affects the larger rivcia and jhecls, and tidal creeks and estuaries. 
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Extralimital. * Breeds on the inland waters of Turkestan, Ladakh and 
Tibet. Winters in central and eastern India and the Malay states ‘ (Peten). 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. Similar to 464. 

VOICE and calls. Not intelligibly described. 

BREEDING. Bfccds commonJy on the high-elevation lakes in Tibet, and 
evidently also Ladakh — Pangong, Tsokr, Tso Morari (?) etc. c. 35W m. — 
though no recent investigator has actually found eggs there. Season in Tibet 
citicflyjunc-july. /iest, sometimes solitary, usually colonial, amongst a mass 
of dried weeds and grass — occasionally a mere scrape amongst pebbles on 
the bare shore of an'islct in a lake, or on a small grassy hummock in Ac 
middle of a bog. Eggs, 2 or 3, varying from pale dull grey-green to yellowish 
stone-colour, blotched wiA dark brown, reddish brown or blackish, wiA 
secondary blotches of grey orJavcn^cr-grcy. Average size of 50 41 • 9 X 

30’5 mm. (Baker). The birds generally betray Acir nests by Acir bud mo 
and agitated behaviour. They arc bold in attacking intrudm, one Inra 
stooped 20 or 30 times like a falcon while its nest was being photographed 
(Ludlow). 

Museum Diaonoss. See Key. . 

Chick (in down) indistinguishable from nominate race. Above, pale sandy or 
buff mottled on back wiA black; crown generally marked wiA two fairly well- 
defined lateral black bands and a less well-defined central one. Belrno, throat and 
forencck purplish brown, paler on the chin; rest of undetparts white. 

MEASUREMENTS 

' Wing Bill Tanus 

(from feaAeo) 

<f 9 245-279 ■ 34-38 c. 19-22 

Weight 5 oo? 102-110 gm. — BNHS. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in Ac nominate race. 


Tan 

(outer fcaAen) 
145-156 mm. 
(Baker) 


466. Roseate or Rosy Tern- Sterna dougelUi korustes (Hume) , 

Stermida hrusUs Hume, 1874, Stray Taathcrt 2: 3)8 (Andaman Wands) 

Baker, FBI No. 2086, Vol. 6: 132 
Plate 46, fig. t> 

LOCAL NAMES. In general as under 458, 

SIZE. House Crow — ; slimmer. LcngA c. 38 cm. (15 A.). 

FIELD aiARACTERS. A slcndcT gTcy smd white tern with deeply forked 
tail; practically indistinguishable from 464 and 465 in winto", but Jong^ 
pvt ahilt outOTiost uil-feathen or itreamen (p. grey and wUte) noticeable 
by those lamiliar \nth both speda. . , . i i. 

Adult (winter). Forehead and forecrown white Ce^ed witli bla^j 
crown and nape blacV. Underpans white with a very Ciint ro«y flush. Edl 
black. , 

The bright red legs readily distinguish it from Bbeknaped Tem ai*o 
wiA rosy tinged underparts — which has black legs. 

In summer (breeding) forehead, crown, and nape down to 
of eye bbek. \Vhite underparts suffused wiA rosy. Bill black vn A red base. 
Sexes alike. 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 3 : 53-56 


193 


GULLS, TERNS 


53 54 


GHARADRIIFORMES 


Young (immature). Abovey forehead spotted, and ctohti streaked vith 
brown, black, and white. Upperparts ^vhitc %vith double bars of brown 
rump and upper t^-coverts ashy grey, sometimes mottled Mth brown; 
BeloWy white. 

For do\vny chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoK and HABITAT. Brccds in the Andamans (islets off 
Port Blair), off the southeastern and west coasts of Incha (Rames\s*aram I., 


Sterna dcugoffif 



Vcngurla Rocks), Ceylon (west coast and cast coast islets), and reportedly 
also the Maldives (Fujarde islet). Non-breeding range and movements 
imperfectly kno\N'n. Affects sea coast and bffihore islets. 

ExtraltTmlal. S. d, konisUs breeds also in the islands of the Mergui Archi- 
pelago, South Burma ; other ra«s as shown on map. 

CENERAi. HABITS. A sca tcm coafincd to coastal waters and oShorc 
islets. 

FOOD, VOICE and calis. Nothing recorded as significantly different fiom 
other sca terns, e,g. the Crested (478, 479), q.v., with which it fi^ecly asso- 
ciates. 

BREEDING. Brccds in mixed colonics, sometimes of considerable size, with 
Blacknaped and Crested terns. Se^on April— May-Jimc, varying locally and 
also in different years. .A'wf, a scrape in the sand sometimes scantily lined 
wth debris and small shells and pebbles, or amidst scraggy grass tufts on 
rocky islets. EggSy I or 2 — very rarely 3. Similar to those of Tibetan Tcm 
(465) but some^vhat smaller. Variable in coloration, most commonly pale 
yellowish or greyish stone with numerous fireckles and some large blotches 
of dark brown, reddish brown, purple-black or black, and secondary 


markings of grey or lavender. Average size of 100 eggs 40*2 x 29»3 mm. 
(Baker). Incubation by bodi sexes; period undetermined. 

Mcszum Diacnoso. For description of plumage phases and structure (also 
bionomics) of the Dominate race sec ^SIthe^b)*, 1941, 5: 24-7. The race kensus 
differs from it only by slightly darker plumage and slenderer bilk 

Chick (in down). Upperparts, chin and throat grey tinged wth buff or rich 
bufii the blade bases of the do^s•n shoiring through. Rest of underparts white. 

UEASUREUEVn 

^V^ng Bill Tarsus TaH 

(from feathers) (outer feathers) 

210-226 31-38 c. 20-22 130-164 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS or bare parts. Iris dark brm\Ti- Bill (^^’mlc^) bla^ or (breeding) red 
with terminal third blackish. Legs and feet bright red. 


466a. Arctic Tcm. Sterna macrura Naumann 


SUrna msmira Naumann, 1819, Ids: 1847 (Island Nordstrand 
and coast of West Schleswig) 

Not in Baker 


SIZE. As of Tibetan Common Tcm (465). Length c. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FIELD characters. Similar to 464 and 465 * but throat, breast and 
abdomen Frcnch-grc^' with no tfnaccous tint; a white streak on the sides of 
the head below the black cap (in summer); outermost primaries with inner 
web narrowly grc)’ next the shaft; secondaries broadly margined with white; 
outside tail-fcathcrs very' long with dark grey outer webs; bill blood red; 
feet coral red * (Alexander, 1955). 

ExtralimitaL Breeds in the Holarcdc Region chiefly bctis’ccn 60® and 
75® N. lat. \\inters in the Antarctic Ocean south to r. 75® S. laU performing 
an annual return migration of over 35,000 km. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Thc ouly Tccord ibr our area is an 
adult male in full breeding plumage, presumably a lost vagrant, collected 
on 2 July (1928) in the Sum Valley, Kashmir, c. 4000 m. along wiA Tibetan 
terns (Whistler, 1936, Ibis: 600). 

Museum Diacsosb. For description of plumages and structure see Witherb>% 
1941,5:38-40. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^\ing BUI Tarsus Tail Depth 

. (from feathers) central outer of fork ■ 


o'er 265-282 30-33 15-17 70-80 170-200 90-138 mm. 

9 9 260-275 — — 66-75 158-185 92-117 mm- 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Adult. Iris dark brown. Bill ssinter blackish, 
stimmer blood-red, occasionally with blackish tip. Legs and feet, winter blacKsb, 
summer coral-red (IVitherby). 
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467, Whitechecked Tern. Sterna repressa Hartert 
Slmit nprasa Hartert, i916, Nov. Zool. 23: 298 (Fao, Paaiaa Gulf). New naine 
for Stma ^bigena of authors, not Reichmbach 
Baker. FBI No. 2082. VoL 6: 128 
Plate 46, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. In general as under 458. 

SIZE. House Grow — ; length c. 35 cm. (13J in,). 

FniLD CHARACTERS. Coofusingly similar to Tibetan and Arctic terns; 
difficult to differentiate %s'ith certainty unless in thc hand. Sec Key and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

Adult (summer). Above j black upperparts of head, including upper 
lores, not descending to lower edge of eye (giving a white-cheeked effect). 
Upperparts including tail-covcrts, tall, and wings dark ashy grey. Below, 
chin white; rest of underparts ashy grey with a lilac tinge. Legs bright red. 
Sexes alike. 

In winter head white, the feathers round thc eye, nape, and upper 
hindneck more or less black or chocolatc-browm; lower hindncck andimdcr- 
parts white. 

STATUS, DBTRtBunoN and HABITAT. Brccds on Vcngurla Rocks off Malv'an 
on thc west coast, r. 16°N., 73®30'E. Common on Makran and Sind 
coasts, March to hlay, but no evidence of breeding; probably only on 
passage to its breeding grounds in thc Persian Gulf. Records on Tamil Nadu 
and Maharashtra coasts scanty, possibly due in part to difficulty in field 
identification of terns. A specimcri, Bombay harbour, 12.vi.l973 (Prabhakara 
Menon, JBNHS 71: 610). Obtained in the L.accadive Is. by Hume; not re- 
corded in Ceylon or the Andaman Is. 

Extralirniial, * Southern parts of thc Red Sca, coasts of Somaliland and 
Kcn^*a Colony, Arabian Sca and Persian Gulf to thc Malabar coast and 
the Laccadive Islands ’ (Peters). 

general habits, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. A marinmc tcm, sometimes 
met many miles out from the coast, but avoiding inland w'atcrs. Hunts by 
plunging C^m the air; other behaviour also ty’pical of thc sca terns. Nothing 
spedfically recorded. 

Breeding on the ofishorc islets south of Ratnagin on the IVest- Coast 
C^^cngurla Rocks) where addled eggs and dcriccated r em ains of the birds 
have been picked up after thc breeding season during vs'hich thc hcasty 
monsoon seas make landing on thc rocks impossible. Thc birds e^adcntly 
Gcsl here in mixed colonics together with Large Crested, Roseate, Sooty, 
and Brms-nwinged terns (Abdulafi, JBNHS 1940, 41 ; 661 ; 1942, 43: 448). 

thc SW. monsoon — evidently May and June, perhaps into July. 
Etsty (description from islets off the Somali coast) a shallow depression on 
sand fiats or in sand acctunulated by wind and vmv’C acnon in hollows 
and roughnesses of sheet rock, somedmes lined — deliberately or fortui- 
tously (?) and grass stems. The nests placed close to 

one another. Eggs, 2 or 3, occasionally only 1. Coloradon variable, from 
stone or whitish- to olivaceous buff, spotted and streaked with dark reddish 
brown, vuith secondary markings of lilac. Average size of 100 eggs 40*8 X 
30*4 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diacnos 3. For decripdon of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL 
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measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from feathers) 


Tail 

(outer feathers) 


O’ 9 227-254 36-38 f. 19-21 124-154 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris browiL Bill dark blood-red at base, blade on terminal 
half with a small pale tip. Legs and feel bright red. 


Sterna sumatrana Raffles 
Key to the Subspecies 


IVing c. 217-239; culmcn 34-35 mm. S.s. swratrana 

\\lDg f. 199-221; culmcn 37-41 mm. S^ s. maViewsi 


468. Eastern Blacknaped Tern. Sterna swrMtrana sumatrana Raffles 

SUrruj SumatTcrji Raffles, 1822, Trans. Lion. Soc. London 13 (2): 329 (Sumatra) 
Baker, FBI No. 2092, VoL 6: 139 
PUte 46, &g. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. In general as undcT 458; (Car Nicobar;. 

snx. House Crow — ; length c. 35 cm. (ISJ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A palc pcailv gTcy and white sea-tern, looking partic- 
ularly white against thc dark grc>' sca. Distingtushed by a black band 
commencing in front of eye and encircling the sides of head and nape. 
Rest of bead white. Tail deeply forked: central feathers grey, streamers 
white. Underparts white suffus^ with delicate ros>’ pink. L^ and ball 
black. Sexes alike. 

In winter black nuchal band narrower and less prominent. 

Young (immature) ha< the nape dark chocolate-brown, inner wing- 
coverts dark grey-brown, primaries dark grey'. 

In first-feather plumage (succeeding thc down) crown brownish: feathers 
of upperparts vrith wz.'vy brown bars. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUnON and HABITAT. Common in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, between May and October, mostly dispersing over the 
adjacent seas after breeding, hlay occur in Khulna Sunderbans of East 
P^dstan and West Bengal. 

Extrclirdtal. Breeds also on other small islets in the tropical Pacific and 
eastern Indian oceans south to the Sunda Is. and r. 20®S. laL 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and -CALLS. Exclusivclv maritime. Food 
chiefly fish caught by plimging. 

BREEDING. Brccds on ymall rocky islets off the cast coast of the Andamans 
(and Nicobars?) — more sheltered during thc SW. monsoon. Season, May 
to July. Eest, a skimpy bed of a few small fiagments of coral collected on 
tbc rock, or mere dhnpics in sand. In small scattered colonics each nest 
separated by several metres from its neighbour. Eggs, 2 or 3, sometimes 
only 1 . Variable in coloration and very similar to eggs of S. dwgclln — mostly 
greyish stone widi numerous spots of dark or light brown; some much 
warmer coloured with rcdfflsh brown blotches; others yellowish brown or 
pale green in groimd colour instead of grey. Average size of 200 eggs 39*6 
X 28-6 mm. (Baker). 
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Murcuu Diagnosis. See Key. For fuller description of plumage, BiJeer !oc. eit. 

sreASURoaNTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) (outer feathen) 

0^9 220-227 31-38 18-19 120-150 mm, 

(Baker) ^ 

Wing 3 (Andamans) 215, 216, 227; 699 208-224 (av. 213) mm. (AbdulalQ. 

COLOURS OP BAR£ PARTS. Iris browD. Bill black with a small yellowdsh tip (c. 15 
mm.) to both mandibles, not always present. Legs and feet black. 

469. Western Blackxmped Tern. Sterna sumalrana matkewn Stresemann 
Sterna rumatrana mathewsi Stresemann, 1914, Nov. Zool. 21 : 60 
(Aldabra Islands, tjpe from lie Fiquart) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Kirru doonx (general for terns — Maldivian). 

SIZE. House Crow — ; length c. 35 cm. (ISJ in.). 

FiEU) CHARACTERS. As fof 468; indistinguishable from it unless in the 
hand. See Key to the Subspecies. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Brccds in the Maidive Islands where 
it is the most abundant and tvidespread tern. Not recorded in Ceylon or 
along the western coast of the Peninsula. 

Extralimital. * Islands of the western Indian Ocean from the Seychelles, 
Amirante and AJdabra Islands cast to the Chagos Islands * (Peters), 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 468. ‘Voice less loud 
and harsh than in the majority of the family * (W. W. A- Phillips). 

br£Edin 6 in the Maldives (Addu Atoll etc.) on small islets and coral 
banks with scrub. Season, Junc-JuJy, Clutches laid on bare coral shingle 
between small lumps of broken coral or in shallow, seemingly unintentional 
scrapes scattered several metres from one another. Eggs, 1 or 2, mostly 
light stone grey, spotted, speckled and blotched with sepia to light brown, 
with faint secondary blotches of purplish grey or lavender. Coloration 
extremely cryptic on background of weathered grey coral shingle and sand. 
Average size of I4j eggs 39*4 X 27*44 mm. (Phillips, JBNHS 55: 567-9). 

Museuu Diagnosis. Oifrers from eastern nominate race in having a smaller 
wing and larger bill. See Key to the Subspecies for measurements. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 468. 

470. BlackbeUled Tern, Sterna aeutidauda J. E. Gray 
Sterna eeutUaudaJ. £. Gray, 1831 ? (1830-1832), in Hardwicke‘s 111. Ind. Zool. 1(6): 
pi. 70, f. 3 (Cawnporc, India) 

Sterna melanogasUr Temminck, 1827, PI. col., Hvr. 72: pi. 434 (Islands of Ceylon 
and Java (error) and the coasts of India) 

Cf. Dcignan, H. G., 1945, Bull. U.S. Nat. Mus. No. 186: 133-4 (me of name). 

Baker. FBI No. 2081, Vol, 6 : 127 
Plate 46, fig, 13 ’ 

LOCAL NAMES. In general as under 458. 

SIZE. House Crow — ; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 
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. FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd, deeply fork-tailed fiuviatile tern. 

Adult (summer) ashy grey above, chiefly black below. Forehead, croua 
nape, and crest glossy black; lores, cheeks, chin, and throat pure white* 
Readily distinguished from \Vhiskcrcd Tern in black-bcUicd summer plum, 
age by long, deeply forked tail (p. short and almost square). Sexes alike. 

In winter upper part of head white streaked with black, and with a bUck 
patch behind eye. Below, white tinged ivith grey on forcncck and brcait. 
Then distinguished from River Tern (463) only by smaller size and slenderer 
bill. 

Young (immature). Above, huffy grey, the feathers edged paler bufff 
white and subedged blackish. 

For dosvny cluck sec Museum Diagnosis. 

, STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, practically throughout the 
Indian Union, Nepal, and both Pakistans, affecting large riven and jhcclj 
■ in the plains. Less common in South India; absent in Ceylon. Occurrence 
west of Indus river (Las Bela, southern Baluchistan, etc.) needs confirmation. 
An essentially inland and freshwater tern, not found on the sea coast. Overall 
less common than River Tern. 

Extralimital. Burma, Thailand, ^vestem Indochina. 

GENERAL KABiTC. Kccps in large or small flocks flying up and 
placid stretches of rivers or resting on shoals and sandbanks in dose-packed 
gatherings, all uniformly face to wind. The birds hunt methodically, flj-ing 
a few metres above the surface, bill and eyes directed intently bdow — 
sometimes almost skimming the water — w-ith slow wing-beats upwind 
taking advantage of the resistance for a deliberate seanaiag efthe surfsee. 
At the end of its beat the bird turns round and shoots swiftly downwind 
back to the starting-point to repeat the process. The quarry* is captured by 
plunging vertically from the air and submerging, or by lightly scooping it 
off the water or land. ^ 

FOOD. Mainly fish; also insects and crustaceans. 

VOICE and calls. A shrill krek, krek constantly uttered while flying about. 

BREEDING. Colonial. Season, chiefly March and April, somedmes con- 
, tinuing into May — perhaps for second layings when first dcstroy'cd by 
floods; earlier, c. February, in S. India, dfest, a small shallow scrape, often 
merely a dimple, in the bare sand on sandspits and large sandy islcti in 
rivers. Colonies, frequently of considerable sire, and shared with River 
Terns, skimmers and pratincoles. Eggs, normally 3, sometimes 2, rarely 4, 
broad ovals very slightly compressed at the smaller end. Variable in ground 
colour from pale to dark sandy, occasionally with a greenish tinge; speckled 
or spotted all over ^vith reddish or purplish brown and secondary markings 
of pale grey or pale purplish grey. As in all river-bed nesting birds, both 
the eggs and downy chicks become completely obliterated in their sandy 
background. Average size of 100 eggs 32*4 X 24*9 mm. (Baker). Both 
sexes incubate; period recorded as * 15 or 16 days *. The parents shelter 
the eggs and chicks from the fierce sun by standing over them or sprinkling 
them with water carried from the river by dousing their belly featben. To 
feed the incubadng mate and chicks the birds (df’ only?) have been re- 
peatedly observed to By unnecessarily long distances to collect fish at 
, outlying tanks, even though plenty were available in tlie riv^ closer at hand. 
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Museum Diagnosis. For a fuller description of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 
Chick (in down). ‘ Upperparts cream; Broken line of black from base of bill 
on each side of crown and down dorsum; rest of upperparts spotted with black 
except wings; underparts cream coloured ‘ (Ticehurst). 
measurements 

Wing Biir Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) (outer feathers) 

(?>9 221-240 32-40 c. 15-16 145-152 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark bro^vn. Bill and mouth (breeding) bright 
orange-red; (non-breeding) bill duller and tipped with dusky. Legs and feet bright 
orange-red; claws black. 

471, 472, 473. BrownivingedTeni. Slrnia aruuthetus anacthetus Scopoli* 

Stma Aiuuththu Scopoli. 1 786, Dd. Flor. o< Faun. Injubr., fasc. 2 : 92 (‘ In Guinea • 
= Panay, Philippine Island., tx Sonnerat) 

Stma fuligtda Lichlenstein. 1844, in Forster, Descr.' Anim., ed. Licht.: 276, note 
(Red Sea) 

Sterna antarcU’ea Lesson, 1031, Trailc d’Om., livr. 8: 621 (Mauritius and Calcutta) 
Bakrr. FBI No. 2093, Vol. 6: 14! 

Plate 46, fig. 19 

LOCAL NAMES. In general as under 458. 

SIZE. House Crow — ; length c. 37 cm. (14J in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd sea tem with dark greyish brown 
mantle, wings, and tail, and white underparts. Long outer feathers or 
streamers of the ‘swallow’ tail largely white. Forehead and supcrdliary 


Summer, X r. I ’ , 

region conspicuously wlutc; crown, nape, and a stripe from lores to behind 
eye black. Aptly kno\vn as Bridled Tem from its face markings. In flight 
contrastingly white leading edge of upper wing and white on tail-feathers very 
conspicuous. Sexes alike. 

In winter crown brown, flecked with white. 

Young (immature), Aboi'e, paler brow-n, the feathers broadly edged 
white. Crown brown with grejish edges to the featlicn; nape almost all 
brown. Black band from lores replaced with white speckled with black. 

> Synonymizrd, sj by Vaurie {l%5). The fubspedea arc JasqiirsbJe from oominaic 
cnttfRrtxr. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A pclagi'c wide-ranging lent found 
sporadically iar out at sea. Disperses after breeding over the Arabian Sea to 
the coasts ofPalistan, westeni India and Sri Lanka. Two records from Anda- 
Bibn Is. (Abdulali, JBNHS 68; 400), but probably occun oftener than reported, 
Doubtleas occurs off the Sind and Gujarat coasts whence speciii^y not yet 
rccoidcd, though several once observed ftom ship between Karachi and 
Sombay, and many caught by the saiJoja while roosting on board, 

Extralimtal, Breeds on islands in the southern lialf of the Red Sea, northern 
Somali coast, Makran coast (?) and Persian Gulf. Ranges southward to 
Mozambique and east to western India. Also locally on islands in the Chuia 
Sea ftom Taiwan to Malacca and eastward through the Sunda Is. to New 
Guinea and Australia. Ranges to Sri Lanka, Meigui Archipelago and Japan 

MIGRATION. Flocks totaljing an estimated ‘ 50 to 1 00,000 * recorded as pu^ 
posefiiUy flying N-S along the coast at Colombo, Sri Lanka, between c. 17 and 
21 August, 1974, conjectured as migrating to winter feeding grounds in the 
Kjutfiem Indian Ocean (T. W. Hoffinann, CBCN, August 1974: 132-3). 

GENERAL HABTTS. Grcgarfous and exclusively maritime. Usually found 
offshore, but also wanders considerable distances out to sea, Flocta follow 
ihoals offish, plummeting on them from a height, several birds at a time or m 
mes and twos, going completely under. The bird presently reappeais with a 
ttivery victim held crosrwise in the bill. This is manoeuvred into ponuon aM 
bolted head foremost, as with a little shrug to shake off the water from m 
the bird wheels round to resume the slaughter, plunging again^ 
tgain where the fishing is good. Flocks settle on floating buoys or w 
ihips’ rigging to rest, and frequently roost at night up amongst the bfctxiao. 

FOOD, hfainly fish. . 

VOICE and CALLS, Described as ‘a rather hoarse I«*br harsh yaw* . 

BREEDDto. Breeds on islands off the Maharashtra coast, on Vengurla Rocks 

)ff Ratnagiri (c. 16T4., 73”30'E.), in Lakshadweep (Laccadives) on Balhapanm 
,r Ch rr hsniani AtoU (f. 12?20'N., 7I"50'E.), and reportedly on other amm 
■MhcfteH-* Atabedkar.JBNHS 61 : 1$B), and ibeMaJdive islands. bw. 

nonsoon chiefly June-July straggling into September. Akrtr colonial; miius 

nlonics with Large Crested (Sima hrp!) and other tenu: a shallow scrape m 
limple in the sand. Eggt, normally I, exceptionally 2, cream or huffy pu* w 
;round colour, profusely spotted and speckled with Indian red, with secondary 
iiarkings of libc, ' somewhat resembling eggs of the common 
Archer). Average size of Vengurla-coUesaed eggs in Hume collection 43* 

0-1 mriL (Baker). 

MuBUM DtACNOSO. Scc JFjckl Chxncters. 

M£AIURZMZ.vn 

W'aig Bill Tonus Txfl 

(from Tcothai) (««« 

r. 236-263 e. 41-48 t.23 . , 

(Compoute of fub*p«aa from Bsxrs) 

coxDUES OF BAEZ FARTL Irft dirk browii. Bill, frot ond cUwi bUck. ^ 
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ChUdonias hybridus 



ChUdonias teucopterus 
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474. Sooty Tern. Slema fuscata nubilosa Spamrian 

Suma mJfilosa Sparrman, 1788, Mus. Carls., fasc. 3, no. 63 (Finland, errore = * India 
Oriqitalls * according to Sundevall) 

Stmia inftueata Uchtenstein, 1823, Vcrz. Doubl. Mm. Bcrl.: 81 (East Indies) 
Baker, FBI No. 2096, Vol. 6: 144 
Plate 46, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. As for 458 (all terns). 

SIZE. House Crow; length r. 43 cm. (17 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A medium sized black-and-white pelagic tem ^^^th 
conspicuously long pointed wings and deeply forked tail. Leading edge of 
upper wing contrastingly white; outennost elongated tail-feathers grc>dsh 
white; bill and feet black. 

Adult (summer). Very similar to Browmvinged Tern (471) but some- 
what larger and much darker (sooty black) above. White frontal band 
broader but superciliary portion of it only extending to just above eye. 
Dark loral stripe more oblique, reaching biU nearer to gape and c.xtending 
above eye. Below, breast and throat white; abdomen and under tail-covcrts 
greyish. Sexes alike. 



Summer, K c. i 


In winter crown and lores speckled with white. 

Young (immature). sooty brown or dark grey spotted with bufly 

white on back and wings, broadest on scapulars and tertiarics. Below, 
somewhat paler sooty brown, whitish on lower abdomen and under tail- 
covcrts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Bfccds in vast numbers on the 
Laccadive Islands (C^erbaniani Reef). Also breeds on Vengurla Rocks off 
the western coast of the Peninsula (S. of Ratnagiri); reportedly in the 
Maldives, and probably the Andamans. Disperses over the ocean after 
breeding; non-breeding range insuflicicntly known. Vagrants (storm-bloNvn.?) 
have occurred far inland, c.g. Cachar (Assam), Darbhanga (Bihar), Tiru- 
nclvcli (Tamil Nadu) and in the Hill zone of Ceylon. Once taken on the 
Konkan coast (Alibag) ; occasional >vintcr visitor to coastal Ceylon. Large 
flocks observed at sea between Ceylon and N- Mah6 Atoll (Maldives) in 
November; also in the vicinity of the islands at various times of the year 
(PWUips, 1963, JBNHS 60: 577). 

Exlralimital. * Islands in the Indian Ocean (Mascarcnc, Seychelles), 
China Sea, Sulu Sea; Ryukyu Is.* (Peters). 

general HABm. A ^agic icm seldom coming to land except in the 
breeding season, and thought, according to M. W. Ridley (1957, JBNHS 
54: 920^1), * to feed, sleep, and even copulate in the air Usually seen in 
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flocks well out to sea * never wthin 7 or 8 miles of land * (Hume, in the 
Laccadives). F. N. Betts saw one in these waters resting on the back of a 
sleeping sea turtle (1938, ibid. 40: 385). Very active and clamorous both 
in daytime and during night on its breeding grounds as well as flocks at 
sea when agitated or attracted in the dark as by a wefl-h't passing ship. 
This habit coupled with the distinctive cry have earned its popular name 
of * Wideawake ’ or * Wideawake Tern *. , 

FOOD. Fish and squids obtained by plunging from a height or scooping up 
from the surface; fl>ing flsh caught in the air. Clear e\idcncc of nocturnal 
feeding provided by a case of six undigested (recently swallowed) deep-sea 
fishes, Vinciguema lucelia (Carman), with photophorcs intact, regurgitated by. 
an example which had landed on shipboard in the Pacific 3 hours after sunset. 
These bathypclagic fishes (fam. Gonostomaiidac) only ascend to the surface 
from deep water in the darkness to feed (M6rzer Bruyns & Voous, 1965, Ardea 
53 (1-2): 79). 

VOICE ahd CALLS. Cry described as a wild tvide-wake. 

BREEDING. Seosori in the Laccadives evidently much prolonged, c. 
Dcccmber/January to May; on Vengurla Rocks apparently bet\vccn r. 
April and August/September. The stormy seas just before and during the 
SW. monsoon (May to September) make landing on Vengurla Rocks 
for investigation impracticable. The length of this period suggests the 
possibility that unsuccessful parents may breed again at an interval of less 
than tNvcIvc months, as on some Pacific islands (Ashmolc, 1965, Proc. U.S. 
Acad. Set. 53 (2): 311-18). Egg^ laid on the bare soil, or in a shallow de- 
pression in vast closely packed colonics (‘ about 31 pairs to the square yard * 
in Seychelles — Ridley). Normally I, occasionally (perhaps accidentally) 2; 
moderately elongated regular ovals. Coloration vcr>' variable: white to 
pink^' white or ‘yellowish pinkish stone colour’ (Hume), speckled and 
blotdicd with \‘ioIct or brov-m. Average size of 30 eggs 52*3 X 36*0 mm. 
(Baker). Both sexes incubate; period unrecorded. 

Museum Diackosu. For description of plumage see Baker, loc. ot. 

measubemckts 

Wing Bill Tarsus Twl 

(from fcalhcn) (outer feathers) 

278-297 35-42 c. 23-24 145-162 mm. 

• (Baker) 

COLOURS OF bare PARTS. Im brov.'n. BiU, legs and feet black. 


Sterna albifrons Pallas 


Key to the Subspecies 

Black on top of head tapen to a point in front; white of forehead 


touches eyes; legs and feet bninge-yellow to yellow. 1 

Shafts of first three primaries dark broviTi to browrtish white 

clbifrons 

Shafts of first three primaries shining while ^S. eu ptiAIla 
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475. little Tern or Temlet. Siena albifrons albfrons Pallai 
Sterna albifrons Pallas, 1764, in Vroeg’s Cat., Adumbr.: 6 (Holland) 

Slema jninnia innormnota Zarudny &. Inudon, 1902, Om. Monatsb. 10: 150 
(Bacopur and Espossafar, Persian Baluchistan) 

Sterna albifrons faaetmnissa Baker, Bull. Brit. Om. C3. 49; 39 
(Buna Island, Persiarr Gulf) 

Baker, FBI. 2087, 2090, Vol. 6; 135, 138 
Plate 46, fig. 4 

zxrCAL NAStzs. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna i; length a, 23 cm. (9 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. DUtinguishcd firora all other grey and white terns 
by its diminutive size. 

Adult (summer) ivith velvety black cap, white forehead, and orange- 
yellow bill and feet. Se.'ces alike. 

In winter the black cap much mixed with white, bill blackish, feet dusky 

Young (immature). Upperparts with dark wavy bars; forehead and 
crown white, speckled with brownish black; nape blacldih finely stippled 

with white, . . 

STATUS, msmiBirnou and habitat. The speaes overaU occurs widely 
but rather locally in both Pakistans, northern India east to Assam, penin- 
sular India south to Kerala and Rameswaram I., Nepal lowlands, Ceylon, 
Laccadive and Maldivc Is. Ranges of the races uncertain and tentaUve, 
since besides being locaUy migratory the birds spread out extensively m *e 
non-breeding season and mingle confunngly, making sight reemds insuffi- 
ciently definitive. Affects tidal creeks, coastal lagoons and salt-pans, but 

chiefly rivers and freshwater jhecls inland. . _ ,,, , 

As presently understood S. a. albifrons breeds only in W. Pakistan (Makran, 
Las Bela) and NVV. India (Gujarat — Bhavnagar), wandering down the 
west coast to about the latitude of Bombay. . • . u t i 

Extralimtal ' Breeds in Europe and western Asia from the Bntish Isles, 
southern Sweden . . . south to the Mediterranean, Black and Caspian Se« 
and Tarbagatai. Winters south to the SomaU coast of Africa and to NW. 

India’ (Peters). - n , c- 

CEMERAL HABns. Keeps singly or m smaU loose parties or flocks, working 
deUberately back and forth over water ivith quick wing-beats, biU and eyes 
directed bdow, scanning the surface for food; shooting back doivnwnd to 
starting-point to repeat the manoeuiTc. Often hovers over a pronusmg s^t 
like Pied Kingfisher (Crryfr nSs). Plummets with wings pulled m to seize 
prey below surfece, or dips steeply at a tangent to pick it off the wntw mth 
a backward flick of the biU as it momentarily skims over it. Observed 
• dropping from a height of e. 20 feet into water only 2 inches deep ’ (Kingston, 
R.W.G., unpublished MS.). A number of birds plunging one after another, 
each emerging presently with a silvery fish in the bill is a fasemaung sight. 
Flies ivith quicker wing-beats than the larger terns, reminiscent m silhouette 
of a hobby {Falco subbutea). ^ . 

rooD. Chiefly small fish and crustaceans; also aquatic insects. 

VOICE and cahs. A sharp mtk, crtik or att-vk of the same tone quahty 
as the Pied Kngflsher’s clamh caU. Other calls described m liitherfay, 
loc. cit. 
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BnmoiNo, In small colonies on sandbanls in rivers (Chenab, Sutig, 
Punjab — Whistler) or sandy islets in jhcels (Saranda, las Bela ‘in a dif- 
ferent part to that occuped by Caspian terns etc." — Ludlow). Secuffrif 
chiefly May and June. Bggs — 2 or 3 — laid on bare sand or shingle in a 
shallow depresaon; sandy colotircd, variously tinged \vith yellowish, greyish, 
or greenish, and blotdied, spotted or specked with some shade of dark 
brown or reddish brown. Average size about 32 x 24 nun. Both sexes 
incubate; period unrecorded. 

Moteum DiACNoni. See Key. In nominate elhifrorj uppciparts darker than in 
476 and 477. Shafts of first three primaries dark brown to brownish white. Black 
of crown tapering anteriorly; white of forehead touching eyes above. Legs and feet 
orangc-j'cUow or yellow (Humayun Abdulali, 1964, JBNHS 61 (2): 441). For 
plumage phases and structure (also bionomia) sec Witherby, 1941, 5: 40-3. 


&(EA5nRzUEirn 

Wing 

EtU 

(fi«m fcathcra) 

Tanus 

central 

Tail 

outer 

Depth of 
fork 

<?(? 

164-180 

27-32 

I5-IS 

43-48 

75-95 
(one 66) 

23-50 nuiu 

99 

IG4-180 


— 

42^8 

74-85 

28-41 rnm. 
(Witherby) 


COLOURS or BAaa pa&ts. Adult. Iris brown. Bill yellow, tip brown. X.egs and 
feet orange, : 

476. Blackahafited Ternlet. SUrrui saundersi Hume' 

Sterna Saimdersi Hume, 1877, Stray Feathers 5: 324, note 325 (KaraeJu, Sind) 
Baker, FBI No, 2091, VoL 6: I3S 

incAX/ rtAues. Bonda, Bondti dooni (Maldives). 

SIZE. Same as 475; length c. 23 cm. (9 in.). 

iTEtD CHARACTERS. Indistinguishable in the field from 475 or 477. Sec 
Key and Museum Diagnosis, 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTiON and HABITAT. Uttlc definitely known. Breeds for 
certain in the immediate surroundings of Karachi City, the birds arriving 
there about die fint week in April and disappearing by beginning of Sep- 
tember. Probably also breeds in suitable places along the Sind and Makran 
coasts in W. Pakistan (Ticchurst, C.B., Jfcu 1924; 143). Non-breeding where- 
abouts of this population unknown. Non-breeding specimens have been 
<ollected in Gujarat (Kandla, May; Pirotan Island, July), near Bombay 
(Dharamtar Greek, April) and Ceylon (Karativu Island); also at Madras 
and in the Laccadive (Hume) and Maldivc islands. Very large numbers 
observed in Addu Atoll (Maldives) throughout the year; reported by the 
locals to breed there during April with other terns (Phillips, 1963, jBNHS 
60: 577). 

Affects tidal creeks and coastal lago<?is; very seldom found on fresh water. 

Extralirmtal. * Southern coasts of the Red Sea, the Somali coast of Africa, 
louthem coasts of the Persian Gulf to Sind * (Peters). 

OBNERAL HABn^i FOOD, VOICE and CAixs. Notbog spcdfically recorded 
except that * it is a satt^waier bird entirely, its local migrations presumably 

* Awsjtded tpecifijc rtnk ca acoount of tympstry, and diflereftt colour p^Uettv and ecology. 
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depending on food supply. The birds come up the creeks following the 
shoals of fry (wMch abound in the nesting season) and move off agrin after 
brwding to new and better feeding grounds amongst the iimumcrabJc 
sandbanks of the Sind coast — places practically inaccessible to the ob- 
server* (Ticchurst). 

BREEDDfc. In small scattered colonics. Stason (Karachi) April-May to 
July-August, an uniined hollow, occasionally lined vith shell fragments 
and small pebbles — sometimm an animal’s hoof-print — on salt mudflats 
above bigh-dde mark, preferably on a small mound of wind-blown sand 
collected round a Sueda plant or other obstruction. Thenests w-idelyscattercd 
each being 20 to 100 yards from the next. Eggs^ almost invariably 2, pale 
to warm buff, with small spots and scrolls of dark brown all over, and se- 
condary markings of violct-grcy. * Average size of 46 eggs 32»52 x 24*05 
mm. Weight of clutches 15-17-5 grains (av, 16-4) * — Ticchunt. Both sexAr 
share in incubation; period unrecorded. 

Meszuu Diacsosq. Differs from edbijrone (4?5) in bring distinctly palcf grc>‘ 
above. First three primaries (as.), including shafts, black and white, very contrasting. 
In idbifnns usually first two primaries arc blarit and white; occarionally the third 
also but in that case the black and w'hite is not sharply contrasted. Legs yellowah 
brown r. lemon yrilmv or orange in alhifrotu. Black of cro\m not tapering anteriorly 
but truncated above white forehead; the latter docs not reach top of eye. 

MZASimZMENtS 

Wing Bill 

(from feathers) 

10 o'c?' 166-174 29*5-31*5 mm. 

6 9 9 165-173 27*5-29 mm. 

COLOURS Of BARE PARTS. A d u 1 1 (breeding). Iris brown. * BUI yellow, black at tip 
(7*5-13*5 mm,). Tarsi and toes anteriorly and webs yellowish browTj, yrilmvet at 
back of tarsi and soles * (Ticchunt). 


477. White8hxftedTerslet.Skmaal&i/nms^urilh3 Tcmminck 
Sterna pusilla Tcmminck, 1839 (1840), Man. d'Orm, ed. 2, 4: 464 
(Sunda Islands and the Moluccas to New Guinea « Java) 

Baker, FBI No. 2088, Vol. 6: 136 

LOCAL A'AMfS. d/iriuflh (Sifthafa); EdddIJturSri — apparently general for all 
term (Tamil). 

SIZE. Slightly larger than 475; length c. 25 cm. (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Indistinguishable in the field from 475 or 476. Seo 
Key and Afuscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Sight records not definitive. Breeds 
for certain in Ceylon (Whistler, 1944, SZ 23 (3 & 4): 270, and Phillips 
MS. notes), and on Uttan Wash!, a small oflshorc islet in the Bombay 
neighbourhood (S^lim AJi and Huma^mn Abdulali, 1939^ JBNHS 40: 635 
— recorded as adifrons, later corrected) . Also on Rames waram I . , Tamil Nadu 
(c. 9®18'N., 79H9'E.) (Biddulph, 1938, JBNHS 40: 251) evidently this race, 
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but not proved. A breeding visitor to these places; whereabouts in non* 
breeding season unknown. Collected on Sankoih River, northern W. Bengal, 
in April (SDR). 

ExtralimitaJ, * Korea and Japan south along the coast of eastern China 
and Indochina [Viet Nam, Cambodia, etc.] and eastward through the 
Philippines, Celebes and Lesser Sunda Is. to the Bismarck Archipelago and 
New Guinea * (Peters). 

OENERAL HABITS, POOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 475 and 476. 

BREEDiNO. Seasofif near Bombay chiefly May and June; in Tamil Nadu 
and Ceylon May to August. Small to fair-sized colonics (‘ over 100 nests on 
Uttan Washi islet near Bombay *).. Eggs, 2 or 3 laid on bare rock or in a 
shallow scrape in shingly soil, unllned or with a flimsy bed of grass; the 
clutches dose together (2 or 3 feet apart) where space restricted, or widely 
spaced as m ramdersi where spacious. Shape typical of terns* eggs, broad 
ovals very little smaller at one end than the other. Coloration variable, 
mostly as in nominate alhi/rons, but some eggs stone colour or beige or 
bluish white with a few bladk blotches and spots. Average size about 32 X 24 
mm. Both sexes incubate; period unrecorded. On exposed sandbanks and 
sUnglc-bcds eggs and hatchlings protected from fierce heat of the sun by 
the parents fl)4ng out and dipping their belly feathers in water before re- 
lieving each other on nest, ^th eggs and newly hatched chicks (covered 
with greyish creamy down with a disruptive pattern of black spots) blend 
perfectly with the coarse sand and gravel substrate and vanish from view 
in an astonbhing way. 

MtSEtm DiAaftxa. Differs from nominate aUnfims in having shafts of all 
the primaries glistening white. For description of plumage see Bla^ord, FBI (1st 
ed.) 4: 320. 

UEAStniiaCEKTS 

Wing BiU 

(from feathers) 

d'V 163-183 26-32 (av. 30) mm, 

(Baker) 

Whistler (SZ 23 (3 & 4); 270) gives for 13 Ceylon birds 


kVmg 

8 174-183 

5 99 173-179 


BiU 

(from feathers) 
30-30*5 
28*5-31*5 


Tarsus 

16-18-5 

16-17*5 


TaU 

central outer 
43-49 74-106+ mm. 
43-48 60- 864- mm. 


OOLOURS Of BAiut TARTf- Iris browix. BiU (summer)’ >*cIJow, broadly tipped with 
black; (winter) dark brown. Legs and feel (summer) orangc-j*elIow; (winter) 


reddish brown. 


478. Red Crested Tem. Sterna ba^i veiox Crclzschmar 

Sums IVZar CrCtESchmar, 1027 (1826), in ROppcII’s Atlas, Vflgri:2I,pL 13 
(Red 5^ coasts) 

Baker. FBI No. 2075. Voh 6: 120 

riatr 46, fig. 11 ' 

i,ocAL HAMZS. Ceetberd (Maldiva); (Slshala); Prrfra kmiZi hUll 

i&Jri (T«ml) : ThsrsAsm (Lakshadweep) . 


SIZE. Pariah Kite—; length f. 53 cm. (21 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large 5ca tem tWth black crown and prominent 
nuchal crest, lemon yellow bill, and black legs. 

Adult (summer)* Lores and a band across foreJiead while. Crown down 
to eyes, nape, and a disunct nuchal crest velvety, black. Neck (all round) 
and underparts white, ManUe grey with a Ulac tinge. Tail greyish wlutc; 
primaries blackish. Sexes alike. . , , , u, 

In svintcr head white, lightly speckled with black on forccrosvn, boldly 
on hindcrosvn. Nuchal crest all-black. ^ 

Young (immature) has the upperparts dull browrush grey. 
wipg-ri uflh greyish bro>vn. ^ ^ . 

STATUS, PISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Breeding in West Pa^stan 
(Astalu I. offPasni on Makran coast; blands off the mouth otKajhar &cck 
near the Sind-Kutch border), and E. Pakistan (Sunderbam). I»> I"-!'* 
the west coast (Vengurla Rocb south oFRatnagin) ; and W. Bengal (^nder- 
bans). Also on Adam’s Bridge and rocky islets off the SW. roast of ^lon, 
the I.accadivc3, and reportedly in the N. Mal6 Atoll of die Maldivc Is. 
Probably on other suitable islands in the area. Found at one toe of tlic 
year or another along the enure western and eastern seaboards. Keeps 
chiefly to the open sea. 

Extrelimital. ‘ Coasts of northeastern Mnca and southern Mu from the 
Red Sea to Tenasserim . . . and Mergui Archipelago * (Peten). 

OENERAI. HABfn. A typical sea ton usually seen in offlhore ^ten and 
often considerable distances out at sea - hardly es'cr even on Udid e«eto 
— sinvle birds or small loose parties and flocks, often mixed mtii S. brngilrn- 
sit, scouting for prey. The birds fly a few metres above the sea wath steady 
wing-beats; bill pointing downward, scanning the water intcndy. Nerw and 
again one svill stop abrupdy and almost double upon ilsdf, hovenng momro- 
tarily like Pied Kingfisher to investigate more closely. Prey semrtd by 
nlunging from the air rather obliquely than vertically, several Inrds ^PPoB 
one after another or more or less simullaneomly as oec.mon often. Tftt bw* 
emerges with a fish in its bill and jerks it into position before swallowing imd 
resuming the hunt, men satiated the birds setde to rest on boo)^ os tomE 
stakes, or cluster together ssith gulls and other terns on rodki and landbann. 

FOOD. Mainly fish and prawns. 

VOICE and caue. A characteristic e/tirrui, usuaUy when bm-ering to 
plunge. Loud clamour of screaming and chattering M typical of 'osns 
svhen a nesdne colony is disturbed and milling around in a rabble oswn^- 
BREEDUto. Ckjloniai. Staton, April to June. RjEfs, I or 2 (rarely 3.) lard 
in shallow scrapes in sand or on bare rock or coral, the ‘nests almoit 
touching one another. Exceedingly variable in roloradon die ground colour 
ranging from white to cream or salmon-pink and even heather-purple, tne 
markings from deep blackish brown (samctimcs deep chesmut or pale 
reddish brown) blotclics and spots to twisted scrawls resembling Arabic 
characters. Average sUc about GO X 40 mm. Incubation period appa- 
rendy 3 weeks to 23 dais ’ (Baker). Vast quanUtles of eggs are (tt Jatl 
were, e. 1880) collected for food by the inhabitants of i^talu Island (as 
many as 7000 fresh ones in early June mentionedf), besida wliicli they 
are subject to serious ravages by Sooty Gulls (lam hnrfrvhii). 
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" Mcseum Diackoss. For descr^tion of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt., but his line 
5 on p. 121 should read * outer tan-feathers vnth ^■hitc bases [not “ lores ** (He)] and 
dark grey tips . . 

KZASUaZMZKTS 

\Ving Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

<519 34<l-376 60-71 e. 34-35 165-205 mm. 

(Baker) * 

8 ad. o' o' from the Red Sea, Ceylon, and Kerala give 

(firom skull) central outer 

340-358 70-74 31 (I msd.) 83-102 152-191 mm. 

(mv. SA) 

COLOUM or BARE PARTS. Iris dark bremm. Bill creamy to greenish lemon ^-cllow. 
Legs and feet: adult, brovraish black; immature, ^ eeni s h ^'ellow irregularly 
blotched wth black; claws horny brtjvm. 

479. Indian Lesser Cre s ted Tern* Sterna bengalensis bengedensis Lesson 

Sterrjs bcigeleuis Lesson, 1831, Traite d’Om., livr. 8: 621 (Coasts of India) 
Baker. FBI No. 2079, Vol- 6; 124 
Plate 46, fig. 14 

LOCAi. HASTES. Ten mrfir gerdoerd (hfoldis'es) ; li hbuj a (Sinhala) ; KtndJi 

kaddl turiiri (Tamil). 

SIZE. House Crow length c. 43 cm. (16J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, VcT)* Similar to Lmgc Crested Tern (478), q.v., only 
smaller and with the crown and nuchal crest wholly black down to the cytfi in 
summer, lacking the white lores and forehead. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from Gullbilled (460) by orange bill r. black. 

Winter and immature plumages differ in the same ^^.•ay as in 478. 

STATUS, nrsTRiBUTiOH and 'HABITAT. Resident? According to Ticchurst 
the commonest tern of Karachi Harbour and coast-line. Occurs commonly 
along the 'Western and eastern seaboards of India, Andaman and Nicobar 
Is., and in Ceylon waters practically throughout the year; more abundant 
between September and end April. Prcsumpth'cly breeding on the Maltran 
coast (W. Pakistan), Rameswaram Island, Laccadive and Maidive Is. 
(N. M^e AtoU), but no direct e\ddencc as yet. A typical sea tem like the 
last, keeping to oShorc waters, seldom seen on the coast. 

Extralwalal. * Coasts of southern Asia from the Persian Gulf to the 
Straits of Malacca; Sumatra, Java, Celebes ’ (Peters). 

CENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Very similar to thosc of the 
lorge Crested Tern (478). 

BREEDING. Nearcst definitely known breeding localities, islands in the 
Persian Gulf, c.g. A1 ’Arabiya, Buna, kVarba, where seasvn. May and Jxme, 
BggSf 1 or 2, smaller but with the same variability’ of coloration and markings 
as in 478. 

Museum Diagnosis, For description of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt 
Chick (in down). ‘Upperparts almost white with black spots on crown and 
ulna, and trading to nm into fines on the hack. Underpam pure white * (Ticehunt, 
Iraq). 
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MEASCSTMENTS 

— ^Vicg Bni Tarsus Tdl 

619 271-295 50-57 c. 27-29 130-139 mm. 

(from feathers) (Baker) 

Spedmeus collected in C.e>'loa, Kerala and the Andamans 'give 

4 o' o' 280-304 59-64 25-28 121-140 mm. 

3 9 9 280-304 52-60 23-25 110-138inm. 

(from skufi) (HW. SA, AbdulaU) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris btown. Bni ydlow to orange-ydlow. Legs and 
feet black; soles ydJowish. 

480. Sandwich Tem. Sterna sandricerisis sarJricmns Latham 
Sterna ser.dzicenjis Latham, 1787, Gen. S>-n., Suppl. 1 : 296 (Sandwich, Kent England, 
based on the Sandvs-ich Tern, Gen. S)^- 5: 356) 

Baker, FBI No. 2074, Vol. 6; 119 
PUte 46, fig. 18 

LOCAL H.^3Q3- L’nrecorded. 

SEE. House Crow length c. 44 cm. (17 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, .\dult (sununcr). Similar to Gullbillcd Tem (460) 
q.v,, but somewhat larger. Black bill longer and slenderer, tipped with 
yellow. A more pronounced nuchal tuft than in GuUbilled. S«es alike. 
Confitsable also with Large Crested (478). (See Key.) 

In winter crown white streaked with black. A black stripe firom in front 
of eye continuing through and b^ind it into the blatk nuch 2 d tufi. 

Young (immature), like adult in winter but with a dark band on the 
lesser wing-coverts, and brown crescentic bars on tcrtiarics and tml-fcathers. 
Primaries dark grey. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. ^Vintc^ \Tsilor in fair numbers to 
W. Pakistan (Makran and Sind coasts). In India sight recorded only in 
Saurashtra, Gujarat (Dhannakumarsiahji, 1958, JBNHS 55: 357) where 
possibly frequent in winter but overlooked amongst Gullbilled Tems. Es- 
sentially a maritime species like the Crested terns, 

ExiTalirntal. * Breeds in the British Isles and on the North Sea, Atlantic 
and Nrcditcrranean coasts of Europe; Black Sea; Caspian Sea. Winters on 
the coasts of northern Africa, western Africa to Cape of Good Hope; Red 
Sea, Persian Gulf ’ (Peters), 

MGRATioN. One ringed .Astrakhan' Reserve, Caspian Sea 27.vu.1977, re- 
covered Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka 24.xu.1977 (CBCN, Sept,1978: 50). 

GENERAL HABrts, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Similar to other sea tems, c.g. 
478. Keeps to the sea coast in company with Lesser Crested and Gullbilled 
tems. Plunges for fish or picks up marine worms etc. from mudflats in 
oblique swoops. 

BREEDING. Extralintital. 

Museum Diachoss, For description of plumages, structure, etc. (also bionomics) 
sec \\3thcrby, 1941, 5: 18-24. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^^'ins Bill Tarsus Tail Depth 

(from feathen) central outer of fc^k 

tj'o' 290-325 52-58 27-30 72-85 148-170 65-85 mm.- 

9 9 285-308 
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COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Itis dark brown. BHl black, tip bom-y-rilow. Legs and 
feet black; soles yrilow (fSlthcrby). 

Genus Angus Stephens 

Hnciu Stephens, 1826, in Shaw*s Gen. Zook 13 (1): 139. Type, by subsequent de* 
signation, nger Stephens = Stems sisUda liimaeus 
Differs from Sterrja in having the third or fourth pair of tail-feathers longest cerJrs 
the outermosL Bill long, slender, contidcrably cur>*ed towards the end of the culnien. 
Nostrils situated in a groove even further from the base t^an in 5 ^ 77 : 5 . Tarsus s’ery 
short, mudx shorter than middle toe without daw. Feet large; fuHy webbed. Wing 
long . first primary (as.) longesL 

Genus represented throughout the tropical and subtropical seas; by two spcdcs 
within our area. 

Key to the Species 

Vtlng ovtr 270 mm.; crown grc>'; fourth pair of tail-feathers longest 

A. stsUdus 

fVlng under 240 ram.; crown white; third pair of tail-feathers longest 
A. fenansiris 

481. Noddy Tem. Ajwjs stolidus Jnlectus (Scopofi) 

Sleroa fil/izts Scopoli, 1786, DeL Faun, et Flor. Imubr., fesc. 2: 92 
(No locality = Philippines ce Soaneral) 

Baker, FBI No. 2097, Vol. 6: 145 
FUte 46, fig. 17 

LOCAL HASCES. Mcreigs (Maldhra); Kerifeid (Lakshadweep). 

SIZE, House Crow — ; length c. 41 cm. (16 in.). 

f iel d characters, a smoky diocdlate-brown tem with white forehead 
pas tin g into grey on crovra and to brownish grey on nedc. ^Nlngs and 



' X «.} 

b l ac kish brown. Tail much less forked than in other terns and without the 
pmnted strea m ers *. Sexes, and summer and winter plumages 
Young (immature) paler brown and without the grey cap. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and habitat. Breeds in the Laccadhts, especially 
Ktti atoll; postibly also in the Jvlaldi\*es and other islets in our seas. 
Overall status in non-breeding season, unclear. Occurs in the Andaman, 
Nicobar and Maldivx Islands as resident?; occationally seen in the seas 
around Ceylea, and as a straggler on the wat coast south of Colombo — ' 
presumably storm-tossed. Has been recorded along the Makran coast of 
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"\V. PaHstan bettveen Jask and Pasni, and cyclone-driven examples taken 
at Ormara. Like the sea terns keeps out at sea and away from the coast 
except \vhcn nesting. 

Extralirdial. * Breeds on tropical islands in the Initian and \vestem 
Pacific Oceans fi-om the Seychelles and Madagascar to the Hawaiian Islands 
and the Tuamptu Group, north to the Ryukyu and Bonin Islands, and south 
to N. Australia, Norfolk Island and the Tuamotu Group * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to the sea terns’, but the birds c%idcntly do 
not plunge for fish. Thc>’ feed largely by follo\\ing schools of small fish 
w'hicdi are apparently being attacked by some submarine predator, picking 
them off as they scurr\* along or skip above the surface in the stampede to 
escape. The bir^ momentarily hover over the w'^tcr and poise before darting 
downward to snatch the pre>'. Noddies congregate in groups at such feeding 
centres which break up and scatter again svhen the fish dive deeper. 
They also feed actively during bright moonlit lughts. Commonly found 
resting on buop, fishing stakes or bits of flotsam oflsbore and on the rigging 
of ships. Occasionally they settle on the sea, riding the water like gulls. 

FOOD. Mainly small fish captured as above; flying fish caught in the air. 

VOICE and calls. ‘ A low' harsh croak kcr-T-rk sometimes emitted in 
flight particularly at night* (Gibson-Hill, 1947). 

BREZDINO. Season, in the Laccadives ((Ilhcrbaniani Reef) February 
(Hume) but apparently much prolonged. Elscsvherc (Seychelles, Christmas 
Island) April to September, mainly July-August. A erf, a small untidy Ia)*cr 
of debris on a rock shelly a shoddily pul-together structure of sticks, straw, 
etc, up in. the head of a coconut palm, or on a Pcndcrats or other bush; 
sometimes on bare shingly ground. Usually in close-packed colonics, but 
also indiridually. Egg almost invariably a singleton, roughly ovoid, slightly 
more pointed at one end, and with a fine matt surface. Warm off-w'hite 
to very pale &wn in groimd colour spancly blotched with light grc\' and 
pale purplish grey, and with fine or coarse dark umber markings (iiefiy 
at tile broad end. Average size of 10 eggs firom North Keeling (Indian 
Ocean) 52*9 x 36*0 nun. (Gibson-Hill, 1947), Colour of yolk yellow 
ccKtrc orange in Sooty Tem (Ridley, 1957). 

McerUM DiACNOsn. For dettiled desaiption of plumage sec Hume, A. O. 
(1876, SF 4: 479); for eco!og>' Gibson-Hfll. 1947: 184-8. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Vclg Bin Tanm Tail 

(from feathers) 

eft 9 271-300 35-42 r. 25 152-176 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. BiH, legs, feet and daws black or blackish 
brown. 


482. Vrlntecapped Noddy. Areas tendrostris xccreesleri (McGregor) 

Misrsrsss ac r us len McGregor, 1911, PhiL Jour. ScL 6, sect. D: 183 
(Cavilli Island, Sulu Sea) 

Baker, FBI No. 2093, Vok 6: 147 
LOCAL RA3£E- Mcresigs (Maldives]. 
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SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 33 era. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Hardly distinguishable from 481 in the distance. A 
blackish brown tern with w’hitc forehead and crown, passing into ashy 
grey and then into dark brown on nape. Lores and chin jet black; sides of 
neck, throat and forcncck sooty black. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Paler brown, but also with white cap and black lores. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare straggler. Recorded as seen 
on occasion in the Bay of Bengal, but no recent report or specimen thence. 
There is a specimen from Calcutta in the British Museum (Baker). Sped- 
mens have been obtained in the Andamans (Port Blair), near the mouths 
of the Ganges, and at Minicoy Island in the Laccadive Group, c. 8®30'N., 
yS^O'E. Reported to breed (subsp. ?) on the South Mahlosmadulu Atoll, 
Maldivc Is. in November (Gadow & Gardiner, 1903). Possibly a breeding 
dsitor there; not met with by Phillips bet^vcen December 1956 and February 
1957 (JBNHS 55; 212). Sri Lanka, sight record c. March {Loris xv(l}, June 
1979). 

Exlralimital, Other known breeding places Caulli Island, Sulu Sea, • 
Philippines, and Chagos Archipelago south of the Maldives (/Jir • 1962, 
104: 71). Subspecies in latter ease undetermined. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Not rccordcd in Indian waters. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis 

MEASUREifZNTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

ri'9 227-234 46-49 20-21 1 15-122 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris browo. Bill black. Legs and feet brownish black. 
Genus Gygis Wagler 

Cygis Wagler, 1832, Isis von Oken, col. 1223. T>pc, by monotypy, 

SUma Candida Gmelin 

Leucanous Mathews, 1912, Bds. Austr. 2: 432. Type, by original designation, 

Gygis mUrorhyncha Saunders 

Plumage pure white. Wing long: first primarj' (as.) longest. Tail forked, of moderate 
length, less than half the wing. Bill stout and straight, longer than head. Nostril 
placed nearer the base than tip. Tarsus very short; toes long and the webs slightly 
indented. 

483. Indian Ocean White or Fairy Tern. Gygis alba monU Mathews 
Gygis alba monte Mathews, 1912, Bds. Austr. 2; 443 (Seychelles) 

Baker, FBI No. 2099, Vol. 6: 148 
Plate 46, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. Cundu^ Wcllu doonx (Maldives;. 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c. 27-33 cm. (I0i~13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An elegant, distinctive snow-white tern with long 
forked tail. Shafts of primaries and tail-feathers dusky. A narrow ring of 
black feathers round eye. Sexes alike. 
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STATUS, DiSTRiDunoN and HABITAT. Resident and breeds on Addu Atoll 
in the Maldives (Phillips, 1963, JBNHS 60: 378). Also further south in the 
Chagos Archipelago (ibis^ 1962, 104; 71). A specimen collected over a 
hundred years ago in the Bay of Bengal (Hume, 1 878, SF 7 : 447) ; no other 
record from elsewhere within our limits. Keeps to the open sea but appa- 
rently never at any great distance from land. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to the Noddies’, qq. v. 

FOOD. Small fish. To feed the young these ‘ arc brought home [by the 
adults] in neatly arranged rows in the bill * (Ridley, 1957, JBNHS 54: 924). 

voici and calls. * Raucous notes, almost a parody of a human being’s 
laughter * uttered both during day and night (Ridley). 

BREEDING. Seosoti, On Addu AtoU (Maldives) reported to breed inter- 
mittently throughout the year; in the Chagos Archipelago chiefly May to 
August. Eggt a singleton, greyish white to greyish pink or buff, blotclied 
and spotted and with squiggly lines of black or reddish brown. Average size 
of 40 eggs 40*2 X 30*7 mm. (Baker). No nest built, the egg bring balanced 
in some slight depression along a branch, sometimes quite high up. It may 
be on the horizontal portion of the mid-rib of a curving frond of a coconut 
palm, or as in the Maldives, in a similar position on a banana leaf. The 
incubating bird docs not sit on but behind the egg, covering it by fluffing 
out its bteast feathers. On disturbance, it docs not spring up but rather 
falls a^vay backwards to avoid dislodging the precariously balanced egg. 
Both sexes incubate; period 30-32 days. Chick on hatching equipped with 
sharp claws which enable it to hold on to swajing substrate and avoid 
being blown off in a gale. (For an excellent account of the breeding biology 
on Cocos-Kecling Island, Indian Ocean, see Gibson-Hill, 1947.) 

Museum Diagnosis. Bill rather large, conical, slightly bent upwards, the angle 
of the gonys large and projecting. Tail ^aduated, approaching in shape that of 
Anous; forked in the middle (Hume). 

SfEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from feathers) 

15 ad. o' 9 225-241 39-44 102-120 mm 

(av. 236) (40-5) (108) 

(Gibson-Hill) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifis brown. Bill black, the basal half blue. Legs dusky 
with the webs yellow. 

Genus Rynchops Linnaeus 

Rynckops Linnaeus, 1758, Syst, Nat., cd. 10, 1: 138, Type, by monotypy, 

( Rynckops nigra Linnaeus 

Culmen curved; lower mandible knife-like, projecting beyond upper; flexible, 
truncated at the end and closely furrowed on the side with minute oblique ridges. 
Shorter upper mandible stouter and stronger. Nostrils elongate, near base of upper 
mandible and near commissure; opening in an irregular hollow. Wings very long, 
reaching far beyond tail at rest : first primary (as.) longest. Tail short, slightly forked. 
Tarsus longer than middle toe and claw; feet small, webs between the toes with 
concave edges. 

The genus contains 3 species, one each in America, Africa and India. 


GULLS, TERNS 


75 76 


COLUMBIFORMES 


484. lodiao Skimmer or SdssorbUL Rynchops albicoUis Swalnson 
Rynckops albieollis Swairuon, 1837 (1838), Anim. in Menag.: 360 (India) 
Baker, FBI No. 2I00_. Vo). 6; 150 
Plate 45, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAME. PanchtTO (Hindi). 

SIZE. House Crow length c. 40 cm. (16J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Very long and pointed-winged tern-like bird 
chiefly blackish brown above, glistening white below. Easily identified by 
pied plumage, the peculiar compressed knife-like orange-yellow bill with 
the lower mandible projecting well beyond upper, and bright red legs. The 
broad while forehead and sides of face and neck (white collar) contrasting 
with black crown and nape, and a dark stripe down the middle of the white 
rump and tail (slightly forked) arc further pointers. Sexes alike; female some- 
what smaller. 

Y oung (immature). Lighter \jrown above, scalloped with fulvous white. 
Forehead streaked trith brown. Tril-feathcrs brown-tipped. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, nomadic, and also locally 
migratory depending upon water conditions. Fairly common in West 
Pakistan (Baluchistan?, Sind, Punjab, Indus system), northern India cast 
to Assam (Ganges and Brahmaputra systems), and East Pakbtan. Less 
common southivard through Andhra Pradesh (Narbada, Tapti, Mahanadi, 
Godavari, Kistna rivers). Not recorded south of c. 16®N. in the Peninsula; 
absent in Ceylon. Confined to the larger rivers. Rare vagrant on inland 
tanks (once several on the lake at Mt Abu, Rajastlian — Butler, SF 5: 225) 
and even estuaries and inshore coastal waters (Bombay — once). Affects 
placid expansive reaches of rivers with sandbanks. 

Extralimital. Burma and the Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS. Rather tern-like. Hunts singly or in small loose parties, 
congregating later to rest on sandbanks in rivers in close-packed flocks, all 
birds sitting with face to wind. Hunts actively also during moonlit rughts. 
Skims gracefully over placid water with quivering tips of wings held in line 
■with body, the projecting tip of lower mandible immersed at an oblique 
angle, lightly plougliing the surface. The upper mandible, which is capable 
of much vertical movement, is raised clear as the bird beats methodically 
back and forth over a promising stretch of shallows along the edge of the 
main stream sometimes merely 3 cm. deep. On striking knife-blade edge of 
lower mandible, the prey slides up the tip with the momentum — rather 
as a tennis ball trundled along tlic ground runs up an inclined racket. The 
upper mandible is promptly snapped shut with the head jerked double under 
the body, the interlocking blades seizing the prey transversely in a vicc-Iikc 
grip. The fish is quickly flipped round through a right angle and swallowed 
head foremost; on dissection of bird’s gizzard, small fish, all more or less 
same size, found ‘ Ipng neatly parallel like sardin« in a tin * (^Vhistler). 

FOOD. Mainly small fish. Stomaclis frequently found to contain a small 
quantity of oily fluid only. 

VOICE and calls. A nasal hop, hep (WTiitchcad). ‘ A yapping sound like 
young fox-hounds ' (Mohammad AMulla cl-Husscini). 

BREEPtNo. Sfosor.j ducfiy mid February* to mid Apiril, srith slight local 
Nwations. AV/f, an unlined depression in the sand. In mixed colonics with 


River and Little terns, on exposed sandbanks in the larger rivers. Eggs 
usually 3, less commonly 4. Ground colour variable ranging from pale 
pinky buff, pale eafc-ou-lait, pale salmon or stone, to greyish or greenish 
white; blotched and streaked with rich umber, chocolate- or reddish browm, 
sometimes ^rith underlying purplish markings. Average size about 41 x 30 
mm. Incubation chiefly by female, though male said to assbt. Period un- 
recorded. Parents constantly soak their undersides in the river and sphash 
water over the eggs and young to keep them cool. Sitting female * constantly 
leaves the nest to fly round %vith the male * (Stanford). ^Vhcn fint hatched, 
bill of doivny young like that of a young tern. On alarm chicks^Hc down 
stretched out full length perfectly motionless in indentations in tlic ‘ crusted 
sand, as flat as pancakes, and arc very difficult to distinguish in their sur- 
roundings. Sandstorms often bury the eggs and crouching young more or 
less completely (Lowthcr, 1949). 

Museum Diaonosd. FordescriptionofplumagciccBakcr,loc.cit.;formcchanlc* 

of feeding and structure of bill, Scliildmacher, H., 1931, Om. hfonatih. 39 (2): 
37-41 ; for feeding behaviour and anatomy Zusi, Richard L,, 1962, Publn. No. 3, 


Nuttall Orn. Club, 101 pp. 



measurements 



T-iIl 

Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 
upper lower 

Tarsus 


mandible mandible 



tji 9 344-398 

58-75 78-100 

24-26 

104-112 mm. 
(Baker) 


COLOURS or DARE PARTS. Adult, Iris brown. Bin orange-yellow, more scarlet at 
base, more ycllmv at tips. I,egs and feet bright vermUion. In juvenile before bill 
assumes the * sdssors * shape, colour — also of feel — horny. 

MISCELLANEOUS, liowtlicr obscrvcd from a photographing hide a doivny 
River Tern chick run past a skimmer silling on eggs. The skimmer 
nest and gave chase, attempting to pick it up in its feet. Succeeded at third 
attempt and carried it off, vigorously punued by the parents. Eventually 
dropped the chick in the river while twisting and turning in the hurly- 
burly (Lowthcr, 1949). 


Order Columbiformes 
Family Pteroclididae : Sandgrotise 
For morphological and other dctalb see Streiemann, E., 1927-34, Acer, 7C2-3; 
Witherby, 1940, 4: 147; Baker, 1928, FBT. 5; 260; Van T>Tir. J., & Berger, A. J., 
1959: 453; Meinertzbagen, R., 1964, Article ’Sandgrouse* in Thomson, A. U 
(cd.) Eew Dut. Birds, London and New York. 

Sandgrouse arc terrestrial pIgeon-like birds clilcfly ofsobre sandy brown coloratjon 
exquisitely patterned with disrupth-c black spots and wmicuUtlons affordmg them 
perfect camouflage in their native semi-desert enWronment. Tfjey have an excep- 
tionally powerful flight, and in spite of thrir short legs are also good walkers and 


Key to the Cener* 

A hind-toe present; tama feathered in front only; toes naked 
No hind-foe; farms as well as Coes feathered throughout. ... 


. .PtrroeUs 
.Ssrrkiptei 
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Gtnus Syrrhaptes lUiger 

Sjnhaptes IlUgcr» 1811, Prodromus; 243. Tv^pe, by inonotypy, Tttraa paradoxta 
* tin. Gmcl.’== Pallas 

Kslinguishcd by absence of balliuc or hind-toe and by basing the very short 
squat toes feathered above to the tips as well as the entire tarsus. Central tail-feathers 
very long and pointed. Wing long: first primary (as.) much the longest. 


485. Tibetan Sandgronse. Synhaptes tibelanus Gould 

Synhapus tihttama Gould, 1850, Bds. Asia, pt. 2:^b and teset (:= 6, pL 61 of bound 
vol.) (Tsomoriri Lake, Ladslr, *nbet) 

Baker, FBI No. 1896, Vob 5: 277 
Plate 47, 6g. 9 

LOCAL NASIES. KSk, Kdling^ Kdkeling or Kttling (Ladakh); Kang~ga~ling, Kaksli 
(Tibet). 

SIZE. House Crow-h; c. 48 cm. (19 in.). 

PTELO cHARAcTTERs. A Sandy coloured pigeon- 
like but squat ground bird with a long, pin- 
pointed tail. 

Adult (male). Above^ forehead and over 
the crown to upper back white finely cross- 
barred with black. Mantle \4naceous sandy 
broivn. Lower back and rump greyish white 
finely vermiculated with black. Tail rufous- 
chestnut with white tips; elongated central 
feathers greyish sandy. Face, sides of neck and 
throat orange-yellow. Wing-quills black. Btlow, foreneck and upper breast 
finely cross-barred with black. Rest of lower parts white. 

Female overall similar but svith mantle coarsely blotched and vermi- 
culatcd (or barred) with black, and the barring below extending to lower 
breast. 

A o u n g ^ (immature) . Like female but will, only iaint traces of orange- 
yellow on sides of neck. 

STATUS, msTRiBunoK and habitat. Resident and (?) altitudinal migrant; 
apparently descending to lower elevations locally in winter. Ladakh (Rupshu, 
Tso Morari, Tsokr and Pangong Lake neighbourhoods) and Himachal 
Pradesh (Baralacha P^s). Just across the northern boundaiy of Sikkim 
but apparently not -mthin. Affects ' barren, stony semi-desert steppes in 
Tibetan Plateau country between c. 4200 and 5400 metres. 

Exlraltmital. ‘ Breeds in inner Asia at elevations ranging between 12,000 
and 16,000 ft. from the Pamirs to Kokonor, south to Lahul and Sikkim [?); 
in winter descending to somewhat lower altitudes ’ (Peters). ' 

GENERAL HABITS. Terrestrial. Keeps in flocks of 10 to 30, sometimes 
even up to a hundred, irregularly dotted about, walking like pigeons and 
picking food on barren stony ground. The birds lie close and rise only when 
observer 50 paces or so away, settling again at a short distance. They are 
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usually tame to the point of stupidity permitting close approach even after 
being fired at once. They rise with the usual sandgrouse chuckle and are 
very noisy on the' wing, constantly uttering a' loud clanging double note, 
like other sandgrouse they flight to water in the early morning and late 
dusk, though F. M. Bailey thought they had no special hour for drinking. 
Prefer firesh water, but ssill tJso drink brackish, as at Tsokr. ' 


Syrrhaptes 



TOOD. Mostly seeds and shoots. Stomach of a specimen contained greens, 
seeds, elytra of beetle; very little grit (Meinertzhagen). 

VOICE and calls. Call in flight variously rendered as gtik-guk, yak-yak, 
and caga-caga. ‘ Typical sandgrouse call but deeper and more musiial — 
a pleasant hoonk-koonk uttered by different birds in slightly varying keys 
reminiscent in this respect of a flock of Demoiselle Cranes * (Salim All, 
1946,JBNHS 46: 305). 

BREEDING. No authentic eggs taken within our limits, but circumstantially 
breeds in Ladakh. Season, from second half of June, as just across the Sikldm 
frontier (Khamba Jong and Neru) and elsewhere in Tibet. Eggs, 3 laid in 
an unh'ncd shallow depression on bare stony, ground ; oval, pale stone in 
ground colour covered fairly evenly wth brown spots and blotches, with 
secondary lavender markings. Incubation (?) and tending of chicks by both 
parents. Incubation period unrecorded. Downy chicks fast runners. In one 
case attendant female did broken-wing trick, fluttering piteously along the 
ground for over 20 metres away from the chicks which meanwhile squatted 
flat and ‘ froze ’, vanishing magically from sight 1 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baler, loc. ciL 
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SSEASUREUENTS 



Wing 

Bfil 

Tarsus 

TaU 



(from feathm) 



efri’ 

254-270 

16-20 

c. 27-30 

203—263 mm. 

99 

248-266 



203-216 mm. 





(Baker) 

COLOCTU 

or BARE 

PARTS. Ins brown. Bill and nails bluish horny. 


485a. Pallas’s Sandgronse. Syrrhaptes paradoxus (Pallas) 

. 7rtraep(iriubxaPallas,1773, Rose Russ. Reiclis2: 712 (’descrtoTataricoaustraliore’) 
Plate 47, fig. 8 

The only known occurrence within our limits of Pallas’s Sandgrouse 
Syrrhaptes paradoxus (Pallas) is of a female shot at GSjner in Rajasthan on 
31 December 1924 by the then Maharajkumar of Bikaner and identified 
by Stuart Baker (1926, JBNHS 31 ; 522). It is distinguished from Tibetan 
Sandgrouse by the presence of a black patch on the belly in both sexes, 
particularly nodeeablc in flight. 

The spedes breeds in the steppe region of extreme SE. Russia and central 
^ia. winters irregularly in the plains ofNE. China, and is well-known for 
its curious sporadic irruptions which occasionally cany it across as far as 
W. Europe and even the British Isles. 

Genus Pterogles Temminch 

FtmeUs Tcmminci, 1815, Pig. et GaU. 3:238, 712. Type, b)- subsequent designation, 
Tetrao alchata linoaeus 

BUI stout, soaall and arched above. Nostrils elongate, basal, covered by frontal 
plumea. Wings long and pointed: first primary (as.) longesL TaU moderate, the 
cerilral rcctricm sometimes lengthened to a pin-poinL Tarsi feathered in front, 
reticulated behind. Toes short and naked; haihrr presenL 

Gratis represented throughout Africa, S. Europe, and SW. and C. Asia; six 
ipcocs wthin our iimiu. 

Key to the Species 


A Tvi’o cesitral tail-fcathcis greatly Icogthencd .. i 

B Ccatral.tail-fcatbOT not greatly lengicned 

1 Abdomen white throughout in both sexes p. cichala 80 

Lower .plumage marked svith black a 

a Middle of abdomen maikcd black and rufous p, txustus ( V ) 82 

Middle of abdomen black. . j 

I A black band across breast cnu&r (o’) 82 

No black band across breast seregaltas 84 

2 AWomen all bUck BS 

Abdomen unspotted buff (J); spotted buff (9) P. cewnatas 89 

Abdomen banded black and white ........ ...... .. >» 


t) Two dark pectoral bands ( o’ ) ; no dark pectoral band ( V ) . . . . . . . . 

».,,P.tn£e:a 90 


80 GOLUMBIFORMES - t 

486. Large Pintail Sandgronse. flff/idfl/ci/diuruiaj (S. G. Gmclin) 

Tefra^ caudaevtus S. G. Gmelin, 1774, Rcise Rnssl. 3: 93, pi. 18 (Northern Persia) 
Baker, FBI No, 1 892^ Vol. 5: 268 
Plate 47, IFig. 7 

LOCAL NAats. (Baluchi). 

SIZE. Pigeon +; length c. 38 cm. (15 in.) including tail c. 10-18 cm. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An Overall sandy coloured terrestrial pigeon-like bird 
of open semi-desert country \vith a long pin-pointed tail. Abdomen white 
in both sexes. Readily distinguished on the tring from Imperial Sandgrouse 
(489) by general appearance, chiefly the white belly; from Spotted (488) 
by the single call-note v, a bisyllabic chuckle. 

Male (adult). Above, head chiefly orange- ornifous-buff with a narrow 
black line running backNvard from eye. Rest of upperparts largely sandy 
olive-green, scantily mottled with yellow; lower back barred with black and 
buff. Shoulder of wing chocolate, the feathers conspicuously fringed with 
while. Below, chin and throat black; breast pale rufous bordered by a narrow 
black band above and below. Rest of underparts white. 

In non-breeding plumage male resembles female but lacks the barring 
on the back. 

Female (adult). Upperparts barred black and yeno\s'ish buff. Below, 
chin and middle of throat white. A band across throat dull ochraccous-buff 
followed by a broad black gorget and a narrow grey band- Breast pale 
rufous bordered by a narrow black bar above and below as in male. Rest 
of underparts white. 

Young (immature). ‘Crown, upperparts and breast yellow-buff with 
darker crescentic bars. Lower breast and abdomen v/hite with a few black 
bars on abdomen; central tail-feathers definitely elongated but not to a 
pin-point* (Mcinertehagcn). 

STATUS, nsnuBunoH and habitat. Abundant winter visitor and/or 
passage migrant in autumn and spring in West Pakistan (chiefly Baluchistan, 
trans-Indus Sind, and the northwestern frontier districts). Less common 
and in smaller numbers in Punjab and Sind east of Indus R. .Apparently 
breeds in central Makran; also perhaps locally in Punjab (oriduct egg, 
8 June 1900, Mardan, Bogle, 1901, JBNHS 13 : 540). Has occurred as 
vagrant cast to Ludhiana and Delhi, south to Bikaner and Jodhpur (Raja- 
stiian), and Deesa (N. Gujarat, c. 24'*15*N.). Affects barren sandy wastes, 
and fallow land in partly cultivated semi-desert biotope. 

Extralimital. * Resident in northern Africa from central Morocco to 
Gyrcnaica and south to the Sahara; resident also from Asia Minor, the 
Caucasus, Transcaspxa, Afghanistan and KVV. India, south to Palestine, 
Mesopotamia and Baluchistan * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. Terrestrial. Often arrives in winter in vast flocks 
literally of thousands in suitable places in the northw'est. According to Hume 
flocks of* tens of thousands ’ first seen in the far distance like a tiiin cloud, 
•positively darkening the air when passing over* and 8, 10 or 12 falling 
to a single shot (1873, SF 1 : 1 17). Apparently the numbers vary’ considerably 
locally and from year to year. The birds usually extremely wary and diffi- 
cult to approach. Fli^i very swift and pow’crful said to be more so than of 
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its congeners; accompanied continually by the noisy and peculiar call- 
notes. Like other sandgrousc regularly flights Jong ^stances to drink at 
water-holes, etc. in the early mornings and late aflemoons (occasionally 
also recorded at midday) evading in at the edge and sometimes even alighting 
directly in the shallow’s. Has been observed settling on water in a river far 
from the shore, floating high like a gull, drinking leisurely, and rising off 
the surface without difficulty (Magrath, 1917, JBNHS 25: 149). Like most 
other birds sandgrousc drink in the manner of a hen, raising the bill for 


Pterocles dchata 



each gulp, and not continuously like a pigeon or horse as commonly believed. 
In breeding season carries svater in soaked undcrplumage to cool the eggs 
or for the 6bicks, adults then regularly show'ing a mud stain on the under- 
parts acquired while watering (Ticehurst, C.B., Ibis 1923: 471)'. At drinking 
time flocks pack together at a short distance from the ^v•ater before walking 
down to drink. They also rest in the heat of the day and during the night in 
similar packed assemblages. 

FOOD. Green leaves — clover and others — small seeds, pulse, and grain 
of different kinds. Gizaard usually contains a quantity of grit. 

VOICE and calls. Rather similar in character to those of Imperial yet 
disUnct; uttered on the ground and in the air. Described variously as *a 
rinpng catarr or gueltar * and * a harsh penetrating caa followed by a softer 
eraa \ Boffi sexes have an alarm-note iwoi, itvoi, iwoi (Ticehurst, C. B. et al., 
1922, JBNHS 28:952). 

'For further corroboration of this habit see Tom J. Cade & Gordon L, Maclean, 1967, 
* Transport of water by adult jand^rouse to their young ’ — Cendor 69 (4) : 323-43. 


BREEcmo. Circumstantially may breed in W. Pakistan (centnd Makran 
and Ptthawar dist.). In the nearest authenticated breeding place, Iraq, 
feason May to July. E^s normally 3, sometimes 2, laid on dr)’ open flat 
ground without any sort of nest; verj’ variable: mostly pale creamy buff 
in ground colour with dark broNvn or red-brow’n primary’ and riolct-grey 
sccondarymarkings.Avcragcsizcof20cggs 44*36 x 30*0mm. (F, Ludlow). 
Incubation by both sexes; incubation period (in captiv’ity) 21-23 dap 
(Mcadc-Waldo, Aviailtural Magazine, 1906: 219). 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt- 
Chick (in down). * General colour above mottled vcr>' pale huffy white, pile 
ginger with black tips. No definite pattern, but supcrcilia and coronal streak whitah. 
The brown down here and there has long black hair-like tips, while on the thighs 
the svhitish down has similar white hairs. Underparts whitish (o huffish white. Iris 
btowu; bare skin round eye blue-grey; toes ycllosvish * (Ticehurst). , 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

Weight cJ’ri’ lt^l2 OZ. (284-340 gm.); p 9 oz. (c. 235-320 gm.) (Batcf). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis brown. Bill dusky green to dull brmvn or slate colour. 
Feet dirty yellow to dusky green. 


487. Indian Sandg^ronse* PterocUs exustus eflangeri (Neumann) 

PtencluTus exustus erlanjeri Neumann, 1909, Om. Monabb, J7; 154 
(El Hota, Lahej, southern Arabia) 

PterocUs exustus hindusian Meinertzhagen, 1923, Bull. Brit. Om. Ci. 43: 158 
(Sambhar, Rajputana) 

Baker, FBI No. 1893, Vok 5: 271 
Plate 47, fig. 4 

LOCAL Names. Bhit Uelar, Kuhot (Hindi); Bilth^r, B&Uh&n (Sind); Pohaitt, 
Pokundi (Marathi); Kal loi&i hSkki (Kannada) ; Jam (Telugu); /ufl ktuditi 

(Tamil). 

SIZE. Pigeon; length r. 28 cm. (12J in.) including tail of c. 12 cm. 
FXELT) CHARACTERS. A ycIlowish sandy-gTcy pintailed pigeon-like ground 
bird of dry open plains country, with a narrow black band across breast in 
both sexes. In flight stout bullet-shaped 
body with tapering taif-cnd, pointed 
shortish sickle-like wings, and double-noted 
call ktiUro diagnostic. 

Male (adult). Upperparb sandy grey 
and buff with dark narrow crescentic marks 
and coarse yellowish speckles. Checks, 
cJiin, and throat dull yellow; helly 
cliocolaic-black. 
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Female (adult). Upperparts dull buff streaked, spotted and barred 
with dark brown. Below, upper breast spotted with black; lower breast pale 
buff; abdomen and flanks rufous-buff closely barred with blackish. 

Young (immature). Upperparts dull buff, finely vcrmiculatcd all over 
with thin W'avy black lines. Below, chin, throat and breast buff, finely barred 
wth blackish; abdomen and flariks dull black. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAUtTAT. Common resident • also nomadic 
and/or locally migratory — throughout West Pakistan (abundant in parts 
of Baluchistan and Sind), and peninsular India (dccreasingly common 
eastward to Bengal, southNvard to Madurai and Tirunclveli districts, 
Madras). Recorded (once) in Jammu. Absent in Assam, East Pakistan, 
and Cc)'lon. Affects barren plains and piatcaux; dry stubbles, sun-baked 
ploughed and fallow land, and spareely scrubbed stony semi-desert. Avoids 
forest and coastal tracts. 

Estratimilal. SW. Arabia, Iraq (?), S, Palestine, Syria. Allied races in 
N. and E. Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually met in small scattcibd parties of 3 to 5 and 
flocks of 10 to 30 birds — exceptionally up to a couple of hundred. But 
rvhcrc water is scarce, as in the Tliar .desert of W. Pakistan, vast concentra- 
tions of a thousand or more may collect to drink at a single ss-aterholc. 
SUuflles along the ground on its short leg! gleaning tveed and grass seeds. 
Coloration of squatting bird remarkably obliterative in its native environ- 
ment, even at a few yards’ range. Has the common habit of the family 
of rcgubrly flighting to water in the morning a couple of liours after sun- 
rise, often over considerable distances. At the appointed hour flock after 
flock will converge from all quarters on a favourite drinking place. The 
first flock alighu some distance from the water, and after a fetv minutes of 
sitting arotmd or pecking for food the birds sliufllc dosvn to the edge, some- 
times wading in up to tlicir bellies. After a few quick gulps they are off 
again, svhile relays of further flocks continue to follow. In very hot weather, 
and less regularly, the birds also drink in the early aflcmoon— nor ar 
dusk as Painted and Coronetted Sandgrousc do, qq. v. 

Incidentally the birds provide excellent sport with the gun as they fly 
to and from their watering places. Tiicir powerful flight with rapid, steady 
ning-Iients, and dense phimage call for straight shooting and heavy shot to 
bring them down. 

-roots. Vegetarian*, mostly weed- and grass seeds along witli which a 
quantity of grit is sw.allowcd. Seeds identified include Cyamopsis piaralioideSf 
Elnisinr arisMa, PstiiJunthispttTia hispida, and species of Ttphresia, Ir.digufna, 
Pmicum, Phanlus and others. (For a detailed list of seasonal slomacfi con- 
tents sec F.aruqi, Bump, ri al, 19G0, JBNHS 57 : 360-61.) Hume aUo men- 
tions musLird 1c.tvcs. ‘ Tlicir dry droppings arc very distinctive — an oblong 
dark psirt wiiii a miubroom-bTc ^v’biic op * (Ticehurst). 

VOICE and C.SLL5. A pcneirating double-note Kut-rp uUCTcd in flight — 
not particiilarlv loud but far-earning — often clearly audiblc long before 
tlie birdf come into view. ’ A loud musical jci/«rr, gullrr in flight (MemcrU- 

’“SIdino. *errT overall January to May, varying somewhat in different 
parts of the country. Chiefly March to May in northern India, January to 


April in the Deccan; but sporadically also in other months. AVr/, an unlined 
scrape or depression in the bare soil in open scrubby wasteland often - 
sperad srit/ dry culiivation, usually unsheltered by clod or 
n^mallv 3 someliiiies 2, elliptical, equally rounded at both ends. Grejish- 

. houffexes. Birth Close 

"Cu!r«;. For deuil. of plumage see Baker, loc. elL.* for moult Tire- 
creamy white. A more defimte p „„ rorehcadl to hindneek and 


hazel; feet dusky Besh, nadswlwte’ (Ticehurst). 

HrASUREMSsm Tail 

,, on ^ e ■>6-28 I05-H2 mm. 

,177-185 17-20 r* 


p-p ,7.-177 r.25 

Bill hornr plumbeous. Feet and claws ^rcyuh brown. . • ^ Imperial 

iitsccLLANEOt/s. In 1960-2 a sulMtantial number (U.S.A,) 

Sandgrousc w ere introduced into the states of Neva them as 

in ecologically appropriate habitat types with a vie fnr the 

supplementari* game bird,. For a study and “[/'''diSump 1964. 

purpose of this trial inlroductloii see C''™''"'"’ f 
Spedal Scientific Report ~ Wildlife No. 84 °iy*S,;D'Pl- « 
rwh and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Sport '' m, ,,,c end 

reports show that the species has not taken on . and that b) 
of 1965 all the birds had disappeared. 

488. Spotted Sandgrotsse. Ploocirs jmrjefln, (Unnaeus) 
r,M. Linnaeus, 1771. Mantissa: 526 (Senegal, merr, Algeria accepted 

as type locality by Hanert, 1924, Nm-.ZnoI. 31: 7) 

PtrrKUi tr-jfclliii rmptui Neumann, 1334, Vesh. Om. Oes. Ba, rrn 
(Kunoria, Kulch, NW. India) 

Baker. FBI No. 1894, Vok 5: 373 
Plate -47, fig. B 

socALHAwes. Mr.hplddnf,, Kero po, (or pnlifiN. Cits iSlni): IWU (Kuteb); 
Xjlkirik (Baluchi), 
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SIZE. Pigeon length c. 36 cm, (14 in.). 

HELD CKARACTERS, like 487, also sandy coloured ov'crall %vith elongated 
pin-pointed tail. 

Male (adult). Above , pale sandy buff or sandy grey. A pale ashy band 
from forehead cndrcling cro^v^l and running back over c>'es do^vn sides of 
hindncck to meet in front helots* the orange throat-patch. Scapulars and 
v.ing-cotxrts ts-iih paler buff spots. Tail-pins black. BeloWj throat-patch 
(covering checks, chin, throat and sides of forcneck) deep orangy ^-^ow. 
Abdomen to vent blackish bro^'.'n; rest of underparts buff. 

Female. ^6orf, buff;cro^s'n and upper backspotted, lower back barred 
wth black. BehWf upper breast buff spotted tvith black. Orange throat- 
patch and rest of underparts as in male. 

Young (immature). Aboce, sandy, the feathers ^sith darker crescentic 
bars and almost vermiculatcd streaks; central tail-feathers barred to tips 
and shorter than in adult. Beloic, pale sandy with small horseshoe marks 
on breast and black ventral streak (Meinertzhagen). 

STATUS, nisTRiBunoN* and habitat. Mmnly winter \4sitor to West 
PaHstan (Baluchistan, Sind, and I^V. frontier districts), and NW. India 
(Punjab, W. Rajasthan, N. Gujarat [Kutch, N. Saurashtra]) sometimes 
am\ing as early as August /September. Local occurrences and abundance, 
c.g. in Kutch, rather erratic and inexplicably variable from year to ^-ear 
and also periodically. Small numbers resident in parts of Baluchistan and 
Sind, and evidently breeding, but this not yet pro\*en. Affects arid stony 
and sandy ^^•astes, and salt-encrusted pdls in open semi-desert in preference 
to thinly scrubbed plains or arable land. 

Exfralimiicl. Resident in N. Africa from Algeria to Egypt south to Sudan 
and Somalia; Palestine, Iraq, Arabia, Iran and Afghanistan. 

CEN*ERAL HABITS. Topical of the family. More gregarious tlian Indian 
Sandgrousc (487), usually keeping in much larger flocks, maybe of 50 to 
several hundred birds, in the cold weather. Very numerous where it occurs, 
and in areas of water scarcity literally thousands of birds may congregate 
from distant points at the only at'allable u'atcr-hole or inundated depression- 
Their drinking habits are marked by the same regularity and punctuality 
as their congeners* — flock after flock replug to water a couple of hours 
after sunrise and then again in the early dusk. 

FOOD. Evidently less pure vegetarian than e.g. Indian Sandgrousc. In 
addition to grass- and u'ced seeds also takes quantities of insects. 

VOICE and calls. Distinctive and far-canying. Variously described, 
perhaps the closest rendering being gutu-guiu or wdiu‘waf:u, from which 
the bird gets its Sindhi and Kutchhi names. In the distance, when uttered 
by an approaclung flock in chorus, the sound is curiously reminiscent of a 
hookah or ‘hubble-bubble* being smoked! *A liquid fuiddU, qutddle* 
(Ticchurst). 

breeding. OWduct eggs taken in Sind in February, March, May and 
August, and the birds must doubtless breed somewhere in that area. How- 
ever, as yet no complete proof of nesting \sithin our UmiCs, Season in Iraq 
chiefly June and July, but much protracted. Eggs^ 3, laid on bare hard 
ground, e.g. dried-up marsh, or in pure desert. Colour creamy cafe an hit, 
blotched and speckled wth reddish brown and umber-brown with a few 
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West Parian (rare in lower Sind). ^Vintc^ visitor (September/October 
to February/March) to NW. India — Punjab, Rajastiian (Thar Desert), 
N. Gujarat and Kutch (Little Raxm cnN-irons) — locally in enormous num- 
bers. Winter distribution somewhat nomadic, patchy and curiously erratic, 
both as to local occurrences and abundance from )'ear to year, and some- 
times the birds permanently forsake long-established winter habitats 
(e.g, in Kutch) after even a short run of aberrant seasons. 


Pteroefes orfentolh 



canal-irrigated desert ciiltiration. 

Exiralimitd. ‘ Resident in the eastern Canaiy Islands; Iberian Peninsula, 
N\V. Africa; Cyprus, Asia Minor, Palestine* (Peters), Also S. Rustia, 
Kaza k hstan, Chinese and Russian Turkestan, Transcaspia, Iran, and 
Afghanistan. 

cen*eral habits. Tjpical sandgrousc, cf. 487.. Keeps in flocks usually 
of 15 to 30 birds or so, but not uncommonly in \’ast * svN’arms * of several 
hundr^ strong. excessively \s'arj’ and difficult to approach. Flics 

long distances to drink (‘ sometimes 10-15 miles *) in the morning a couple 
of hours after sunnsc, and again in the late afternoon, before sunset, though 
the latter less regularly and punctually. In areas of ^^•atc^ scarcity enormous 
concentrations occur at only a\*ailablc water, flock after flock flying in from 
cv'oy’ quarter at the appointed time. The flocks fly round once or t>ricc 
high over the drinKng-pIacc before alighting, as if to assure themselves 
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secondary markings of pale grey-brouTi or lavender. A%*crage size of 46 eggs 
40*9 X 28*4 mm. (Baker). Incubation 29-31 da)^. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL . 

Chick (in down). * General colour above very pale sandy yellow much paler 
than in exiatis or elchsta, with black tips to the doi>’n tufts, which on the head are 
not well marked except above the c>*cs; area round eyes pale ginger-bro>vn. Under- 
parts very pale isabelline; do\>-n pattern less s-ariegated than in exustis and clchata * 
(Tiedmrst). 

MEASURZMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsi» Tail 

(from feathers) (pins) 

190-208 r. 12-13 r. 23-26 127-167 mm. 

9 9 176-197 _ _ — 

Weight up to 12 or. (r. 340 gm.); 9 9 up to 9 or. (f. 255 gm.) — Baker. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown ; orbital sJdn yellow. Bill bluish white to 
bluish grc>' or pale plumbeous, darker at tip. Feet bluish wiutc to pale plumbeous; 
claws blackish. 

489. Imperial orBlackbellied Sandgrousc. Purodes orierJalis orienlalis 
(Linnaeus) 

Teirco orienudis Linnaeus, 1758, Sn'SC. Nat., cd. 10, It 161 
(' In Oriente *= Anatolia ex Hassclquist) 

PUrocles crientalis erdpnatiem Neumann, 1934, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 55: 73 
(Rann of Kutch, NIV. India) 

Baker. FBI No. 1883, Vol. 5: 262 
Plate 47, ftg. 1 

LOCAL NAVIES. Bcr.chur, KtmrSr (Peshawar); Badd bhdtid (Har^’ana); Sidh seerA, 
thohrok (Baluchistan); KStingo^Chur (Sind). 

SIZE. Pigeon -f-; length c, 39 cm, (15 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A typical saudgTOusc (cf. 487) .with pointed tml and 
uniformly black lower breast and abdomen in both sexes. In flight large 
size, partially fanned tail, blade belly and contrasting white underside of wings 
diagnostic. 

hlalc (adult). Above, sandy grey, mottled yellow and olive-blackish; 
upper wing-coverts ochrc-yellow. Betow, upper throat and sides of neck 
chestnut; lower throat black; breast grey, bounded below by a narrow 
black pectoral gorget followed by a broader brotvnish buff band and then 
by tlie black belly and flanks. 

Female. Overall pinkish grey or pale fawn colour. Above, finely and 
irregularly cross-barred (* herring-boned *) \riUi black on back, and spotted 
with black (shaft-streaks) on head and neck. Betozv, chin and tiiroat yellow- 
ish, bounded below by a thin black line- F[orcneck ashy; upper breast 
spotted with black (shaft-streaks) and bounded bclnsv by a narrow black 
pectoral gorget. Underparts below this gorget as in male. 

Young (immature) of both sexes vety* like adult female. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoK and HABITAT. Resident and breeding in parts of 
Baluchistan. Chiefly winter visitor and/or passage migrant in the rest of 
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that the coast is dear, but where undisturbed the birds uill often pilch 
directly at a steep angle. Much squabbling for positions occurs when two 
flocks arrive together, the birds often u*ading bcUy-dccp and taking long 
suc^. They rise off the ground almost vertically with a peculiar rattling 
sound and have a very s^\•ift and powerful, pigeon-Uke flight %vith quick 
regular beats of the pointed wings. This combined with the bird’s abundance 
in its accustomed habitats and the palatability of its flesh make it ^ coveted 
game bird, highly prized by sportsmen. 

FOOD. Predominantly vegetarian, chiefly tiny grass- and weed seeds and 
shoots of desert plants. Among the seeds in stomachs and crops have been 
*• identified those of Indigofera, Tephrosia, HeliotTopium, MelUotus and Astragalus, 
From a single crop an estimated 30,000 minute seeds of the last nvo species 
have been taken (Ticchurst, JBNHS 28: 949-50). Among cultivated grains 
species of Phaseolus, Panicum, Cjamopsis and Gjnandropsis have been identified. 
A quantity' of grit is invariably present in the gizzard. 

voicx and calls. Variously described as * a ducking call *, * a soft double 
diuck or chudde *, and ‘ like tiie word catarr repeated several times *. Uttered 
on the ground while feeding or drinking, as well as on the ^ring, and as in 
other sandgrousc very far-carrying. 

BRZEDiNC. Chiefly cxtralinutal but very probably also in Baluchistan 
(Quetta neighbourhood, hlastung and Pishin Plains) whence however 
direct proof is as yet lacking. Ebewhcrc (c.g. Afghanistan) season prindpally 
May and Jimc. Eggs, 2 or 3, laid on the bare ground or in a shallow scrape 
in the sand, in exposed desert situations. Ground colour variable: pale 
buff or greenish grey' to warm buff stone-colour, sometimes ^^ith a greenish 
tinge, with indefinite smudges, blotches and spots of various shades of 
brown and secondary’ markings of pale lavender- or purplish grey. Average 
size of 78 eggs 47*5 x 32*3 mm. (Baker). 

Museum ITiagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 
measurements 



\S*mg Bill 

Tama 

Tan 


(from feathen) 



d’d’ 

226-24B 10-14 

f. 24-28 

101-128 mm. 


[from stun e. 20-21] 



V 9 

203-234 



"Woght 

1 lb. -3 lb. 7 or. (r.* 450-650 gtaS) (Baicr). 



COLOURS OP BARE PARTS, Iris brown; edge of eyelids lemon yellow. Bill pale 
to darkisb plumbeous, blacker at tip. Legs and feet bro^^'nish grey or plumbeous; 
ckuAT darker. 


MiscELLAN'EOUS. In %sintcr occurs in particularly large numbers in the 
Thar Desert in Bikaner dbtrict, Rajasthan. Here ‘ prestige * shoots used 
to be regularly hdd by' the rulers of the crsnvhilc State for the entertainment 
of British ^^cc^oys, Governors, and miscellaneous notables. GSjner lake 
has earned special fame in this connexion, but there arc also sc^'c^al other 
fiivourite drinldng-placcs of the birds in the area. Bags of Imperial Sand- 
grousc in the big shoots often exceeded 2000 birxis per day to a party of 
10 or 15 guns, and on one memorable occasion (in 1919 or hereabouts) all 
previous rccxwds were broken by the slaughter of no less than 5963 birds 
in the course of two succcssi\*e mornings! For some days prior to these 
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gsirganttian. holocausts all tanls for miles around \N*cre strictly controlled 
in order to keep the birds off the ^^■atcr and force them to concentrate only 
on the main source. One day before the g r eat shoot cs'en that >^■as denied 
them, so that on the appointed morning thirst would drive them to reck- 
lessness and proride * fine sport ^ to tlic concealed guns. Butts >\*crc strung 
out 50 metres or so apart sdong carefully determined strategic lines of the 
birds* flight to the svater. Happily sport on this barbaric scale is no longer 
posriblc, for economic and other reasons, but reports suggest that the 
number of birds now \-isiting this area is noticeably d'vindlmg ncv'crthcless. 

A fairly large-scale trial introduction of Imp>eria] together \rith Jndian 
Sandgrouse into the C/.S.A. has recently been attempted sriih a riesv to 
establishing the species as supplementary' game birds in appropriate habitats 
in the states of Nc^-ada and Hawaii. For a good study and reriew of the 
ecology of both spedcs made for this purpose see the Special Sdentifle 
Report (Wildlife No. R4) cited under P. exusiss (467). 

490 Coroaetted Saadgronse, FtnocUs ccnrrtcins clrstis Hartcrt 

PUTtdtt drztss Hartcrt, 1902, BuD. Brit. Ora. Q. 12: 48 (Eastern Persia) 

Plerocla ccrcrslsi Icda Koelz, 1954, Cootrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1 ; 29 
(Soaeri lake, Sind) 

Baker, FBI Xo. 1891, VoL 5: 267 
Kite 47, fig. 2 

LOCAJL NAME- KZii.'igs (Baluchistan; for any small sandgrouse)'. 

SIZE. Kgeon — ; length c. 28 cm. (e. 1 1 in.). 

FiEtJ) CHARACTERS. Rathcr like Spotted Sandgrouse (488) but smaller 
and ladcing black belly and Jong pin-feathers in tail. ‘In the air looks very 
white underneath; flight reminiscent of Golden Plo\*cr. 

Male (adult). Abctt^ cron'n pale rinous-buff cndrclcd, except in front, 
by a band of bluish grey. Surrounding this band is another of ochreous 
ycllotv which expands in front to cover checks and throat. Chin, a streak 
on middle of throat, a narrow band round gape and lores, and a stripe 
running back on each side of forehead, velvety black. Middle of forehead 
and border to black on checks and chin, ^vhitish. Rest of upperparts Isabel- 
line, spotted with buff and dusky. UeleuTf pale buff; upper breast tinged 
srith gTc>'. 

Female. Abezt, sandy buff with narrow crescentic black cross-bars; 
no black and white marldngs on face and throat- BAow, paler buff finely 
cross-barred tv-ith black; throat yclJou'ish speckled Arith black. 

Young immature). Throat whitish, othcrA\*ise much as adult female 
(Meinertzhagen) . 

sTATW, DBTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident and breeding in W'est 
Pakistan (N\V. frontier districts, Baluchistan, trans-Indus fiind). Numbers 
augmented in A%*intcr by exlralimital immigrants. * Migrant through Quetta 
Valley’ (Williams, 1929, JBNHS 33: 61 1); * in central and coastal Malcran 
commonest small sandgrouse’ (Hotson quoted by ‘Hcehursf, 1927, ibid. 
32: 74-5). Locally common in 5ind. T^c statement by Baker in FBI 
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and Car-^ Birds (2 : 269) that 3 specimens aa'ctc obtained by CoL SAsinhoc 
so far out ofits normal range as the Mhow district in Dhar [Madhya Pradesh, 
c. 22^2*N., 75M9'E-] seems scarcely credible.* Affects barest desert Avith 
scraggy grass, and stony A>*astcs. c.g. in the immediate ricinity of the Kirthar 
foothills, Sind-Baludiistan boundary'. 

ExiTclisritcl. Arabia, Iraq, Iran, and -Aighanistan. 

CENXRAi. HABITS- Typical of the family, cf 487. Flights to Avatcr in the 
early* morning dll a couple of hours after sunrise in tA%*os and threes and 
small padcs of 6 to 20. Alights 50 to 100 metres from the Abater, often forming 
a considerable congreg a tion, the birds pecking and sitting about for some 
dme before gradually working doAvn to the edge. Gait rather like partridge, 
more upright and quideer than of other sandgrouse. Commonly A\ades 
beUy-deep, and drinks like chicken — sucldng and raising bill tor cadx 
gulp. After AAatcring the parties and packs, one by one, fly straight back 
in the direction finm which they came. Unlike Imperial, usually tame and 
easily approached. Perhaps less noisy than its congeners but Ariih a quite 
distinctive note. Rather crepuscular: like Painted Sandgrouse comes again, 
to drink in the evening dusk often Avhen almost too dark to sec; the rallt 
then scTA'c to clinch its identity. 

FOOD. Chiefly \’egctarian — minute seeds and shoots of desert grasses 
and AAeeds- 

voicE and caixs. Very different from other sandgrouse — rather soft 
klOf k/tf, kljSf etc. uttered the ground as well as in flight. 

BREEDiNC. In Sind and Baluchistan s/ason May* and June. normally 
3, laid in an unlincd depression In sand in barren Arindswept sand-dime 
tracts; broadly cylindrical, glossy, pale drab or vellowish stone (almcst 
white) in ground colour, variably blotched with shades of reddish broA\*n 
on underlying clouds of inky p’urplc. Average size of 6 Baluchistan-collected 
^gs 43*7 X 30*0 mm. (C. H. \STlliams); clseAvhcrc (c.g. Hartcrt quoting 
Dresser) the size gii'en is closer to c. 40 K 27 nim. 

Mcseuu Dl\cxoss. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 


>IEASCREME^*TS 

Wmg 

Bill 

Tamis 

Tail 

(fo' 178-193 

(from feathers) 
r. 13-14 

f. 25 

f. 120-132 mm. 

9 9 17&-1B9 


— 

— 


- 


(Baker) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris biwn. ‘ BUI laA-cnder-grey; fect white’ (Ticchunt). 


Pterocixs inoicus (Gmclin) 

Key to the Sabspecies Pagt 


A No bars across hindneck. P. i, irduzu (qA) 92 

B Hindneck finely barred P. i. erebtess (^) 91 

C Chin unspotted, tarsus spotted or barred. P. i. irJicss (9) 92 

D Chin spotted, no spots or bars on tarsus P, i. crcftjjo (9) -1 


* These spccuncns are la the Briiish Museum (Nat- Hsit.) and Mr Ian Galbraith, Keeper 
of the Bin3 Department, has aicce iaformed lo that one of them bran an oripn^ label 
‘ Maiwund, Feb. 1881 \ and thr>* all hatr secondarv hbeb * Mh«?A»‘, Feb. IBSl.Swmboe*. 
Thus it is cvtdcni that the tnrds n-ere actually collected in Afghanataa (Mait'aad near 
Kandahar). 
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491. Closeborred Sandgrouse. PUrodes indiais areitats ^tumznn 


PtsrveUs liAtmsUid erebiaa Neumann, 1909, Ora. Moaatsb- 17: 152 (Lahej, Arabia) 
Baker, FBI No. 1890, Vol, 5:265 
Plate 47, fig. 3 


zocAL NAME. CvcdsTg (Baluchi). 

SEX. Kgcon — ; length e. 27 cm. {10} in.). 

held CHARACTERS- A Small sandgrouse without pm-fcathers in the tail; 
superficially very* similar to Painted Sandgrouse (4£^) q.v, 

Male (adult). Overall sandy buff, closely bla^-barrcd above and 
bdew, widi white forehead and disdnctiAT blaci and Avhitc head^markings; 
two bold blackish bands across sandy yelloAv breast. 

Female, close-barred above and bclotv like male but lacking the 
head markings and breast bands. 

Young (immature) like female but ctxn more closely barred above and 

bclOAV. 

STATUS, DtsTTUBunoN and HABITAT. Resident and breeding in W*cst 
Pakistan (Baluchistan, NW*. fiunticr district, trans-Indus Sind), Affects 
bare, stony sparsely scrubbed foothills country and dry* rocky nullahs. 

ExtrcUrdtal. Southern Arabia to southern Afghanistan (Peters). Albed 
races (or same?) in north and cast A&ica- 

CEHERAL HABITS and FOOD. Mainly as in 492 q.v.; like it also crepuscular 
in drinking habits. Crops of specimens examined by* Ticchurst in Sind 
contained seeds, chiefly of kcr.di {Prosepis jpjngrrc), * a seed other sandgrouse 
do not eat 

VOICE and calls. Note (as the birds came to drink after dark) ' unlike 
that of other sandgrouse and reminded me rathcr of a sparroAv’s ** chirrup ** ’ 
(Ticchurst — Sind), Call, uttered while flying up and doAAm a AA'atcrcourse, 
to and from water, * a peculiar kzcffp, hxrtp * (Bbnford — Abyssinia). * A 
whistle, fmiw, ^toCf very liquid and twice repeated * as flock after flock 
flights OA*crhcad to \v*atcr an hour or so before dawn (Archer — Somaliland). 

McirL*v Dl^cxoss, Sec Key; for deufli of plumage, Baker lot. dt 

Differs from the nominate race (492) as follows: 

P. i, ersiiaa P. t. vciisss 


Both sexes closely barred above and bdow 
Tail-feathers 14 Tafl-fcatheis 16 


I.owcr throat dosely barred 
Feathered front tarsus pla?p 
pale buff 

Black bar on white forecrowti 
V-shaped 

C2ua sported; no spots or bars 
on tarras 


.Male 

throat plain ochraceoAjs-buff 

Feathered front tarsia sported 
and hatred 

Black bar oa white forecrown 
straight acroa 

Female 

Cltln imjpotted; tama spotted 
or barred 


KKsriucserjm 

Wing Bm Tarsta Tail 

(from feathers) 

166-16$ s. 12-H 22-27 72-77 tma. 

(Baker) 


Wing c'd* 175-190; 9 9 172-187 mm. (Hartcrt). 
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COLOURS OF B.iRE PARTS. Iris brown ; orbital skin yellow. Bill fleshy* to orange- 
brown. Feet orauge-ycUoAs*; clav^a dusky. 


492. Painted Sasdgroase. PUrocUs vrdirss inSrus (Gmclin) 
Yrtres fcfwaj. F. Gmelin, I789,SyaL NaL 1 (2): 755 (Coromandel, India) 
Bakcr^ FBI No. 18^ Voh 5: 264 
Plate 47, fig. 5 


local .names. Pahen Ihit tertar, Bbnt (Hindi); Q^pki (Sagar; same as for 
nigh^ar Aviih Avhich confused); Gulita tfftdr (Mirrapur); PeUd (Bcigauxn) ; ffcl 
hJiki (Mysore). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length f. 28 cm. (1 1 in.), 

FIELD CH.ARACTEKS. Smaller than the common Indian Sandgrouse (487). 
Readily* distinguished from it by finely closc-barrcd plumage in both sexes 
and absence of pm-fcathers in tail; also by stony scnib-jungic habitat (r. 
falloH' cujdvadan), 

Male (adult), Avilh conspicuous head and breast markings: Avhite 
forccroAATi cut across by* a straight black band; broad tricolour^ breast- 
band or gorget — chestnut, buff, and black, f^in, throat, foreneck and 
wing-shoijidcr unmarked ycUo'wish buff 

Female bufly* faA%Tt oAtrall, closely barred wth black, lacking the 
prominent head markings and breast-band of male. Chin plain buff; throat 
and head finely spotted with black. 

Young (immature) like adult female but even more closely barred 


>ovc and below. 

For downy chick sec Museum Diagnesis- 

STATUS, DisTSURunoN* and KAurrAT. Resident and locally nomadic. The 
cater part ofds-Indm W’est Pakistan, and peninsular India from Rajasthan 
IraA-ah' Hills, etc.) and Gujarat cast to Bihar and Orissa, south to Mysore 
:d Tamil Nadu. Rare lo absent in the Gangciic Plain. Absent also in deltaic 
^ Bengal, Assam, East Pakistan, and Ceylon. Affects bare, stony ipancly- 
rubbed foolhiUs and plateau country; avoids coastal tracts. Recorded M 
xairringin Jammu (Ward, 1907, JBNHS !7:944);a specimen in Hodgson’s 
cpal collection but not met there by* recent ins'cstigators (Biswas, I960, 
J-NHS 57; 528). 

CE>'ZRAL HAEiTS. Usually met in tw-os and threes or small packs o. 8-10 
ids frequenting rocky* ground in thinly scrubbed hummocky country, or 
■chocs in deciduous forest; especially fond of open stony burnt grass jungle, 
ollccts in considerable numbers in fas-ouritc localities toA'ards the end of 
c rains. Exceptionally large flocks of 80 to tw'o or three hundred }iavc been 
ported [Fhythian-Adams (\7darbha), Nurse (Gujarat)). Usually tame, 
jmiiuxig close approach, squatting motionless and (nating for saicty to 
; remarkably obliterative coloration. Often flushing when only a coup.c 
‘metres away* with a noisy clatter of A^^-ings accomparied by a chuckling 
lirp, and pitching steeply again after a short flight of 40 or 50 metres. 
UES strongly w-iih a partridge-Uke gait. Flight less swift than of most other 
ndgrocse, attained by rapid wing-beats, the acuM producing a cunnm 
bniijng or ' 2-itrofcc * cflccl in fading light when binJ going away dirrcVy 
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from obsen'cr — rather rermniscept of Grey Quail. Crcpusctilar in drinldng 
habits, flighting to v.-aicr over long distances in the dim nvilight \s*cll before 
davm and then again in the gloaming till too dark for the birds to be seen 
unless momentarily silhouett<d against the sky. Pack after pack ss*ili arrive 
at a tiny jungle pool till the air is tluck -vsith the traffic and the ssaterside a 
jostling mass of birds. Both ^shen arriring and departing they keep ^vcH 
below the sk)’linc, constantly uttering a distinctive cMrik~chmk in the air 
and a low chuckle at the \%ater’s edge. Frequently the observer "will find 
himself thickly surrounded by these calh and the flutter of irmumerable 
wings \rithout so much as catching a glimpse of a bird. 

FOOD. Almost exclusively vegetarian, chiefly hard weed- and grass seeds; 
also some berries, and reportedly small insects like termites. 

VOICE and calls. A clucking yth-yeh~yek when flushing. A distinctive, 
constantly-repeated chirik-chirik Avhen cormng to or going away from -^satcr; 
a soft chuckle when drinking. 

bueedinc. Season not wtU defined; practically all months of the year, 
varying with local conditions; perhaps most general between Mardi and 
June. EggSf 3, rarely only 2 , laid in a scrape on stony ground under protection 
of a small bush or grass dump; ellipse-shaped, cream to salmon-buff in 
colour with primary blotches and specks of some shade of brownish red and 
secondary markings of ink>' grc>' or lavender. Average size of 88 eggs 35*8 
X 25*0 mm. (Baker). Both sexes incubate; period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. For detaflx of plumage see Baker, loc. oL; for differentiation 
from the confidingly similar Qosebatred Sandgrousc, under 491. 

Chick (in down). ‘Uniform earthy brown* (Baker). 


»CEA5trREMEKTS 

■"■mg 

Bni 

Tarsus 

Tan 

o’ 9 - 15S-lfrl 

(from feathOT) 
t. 13-15 

c. 23-25 

80-101 mm. 

[from skull 16-18] 
Wdght 6-8 oz, (c. 170-227 gm.) — Baker. 




[NVing 9 o'O' 166-180 (once 188, once 208); 899 166-176 mm. — SA] 

COLOCRS or BARE BARTS. Iris brown; naked circumorbital skin pale j-cUovrish 
green. Bill orange-brown. Tarsus (unfeathered hind portion) and feet duU >'ellow 
or gre^Tsh leaf-green; claws browrush orange to dark bttwn. 

Family Goluubidar: Pigeons, Doves 
For morphological and other details see Stresemann, E., 1927-34, Ares : 760-2; 
^Vitherby, 1 WO; 4: 129-30; Baker. 1928, FBI 5: 178; Van T>-ne, J., & Berger, A. J., 
1959: 454; Goodwin, D., 1964, article ‘Pigeon ’in Thomson, A L. (cd.), Are Dir/. 
Birdr, London and Neiv York, 

. Typified by the Blue Rock Pigeon wlurii in its numerous domestic breeds is 


tmis'cfsally known* 

Key to the Genera 

Page 

A Hackles long and bronzy green, edged with blue-black. .... .Caloenes 161 

• B Plumage with much >'clIow-green abo^'c and below, Treren 94 

C Plumage >-ioaceous with metallic green in up perpa rts Chaleopheps 157 

D Head entirely white or tan with fourteen feathers Duru!a 110 ' 


E Tan with twdve feathers I 

I Plumage of upperparts or underparts, or.both, dbtiactly barred with 

^fcmpygia 

Plumage not as abo\'e 

a Wing above 200 mm., or if 180-200 mm., outer tail-fcathcn blacldsh 

at tips ColirrJia 

Wing below 180 mm, or if 180-200 mm., outer tail-fcathcis Tvbilc 
orgrc>'at tips Strrptspelia 


Page 


137 

119 

140 


Genus Treron* \^cillot 

Treron N^cillot, 1816, AnaU-sc: 49. T>pc, by monot>p>’, ColurJfa aartrostra Gmclm. 

Swainson. 1837, Oassif. Bds. 2: 348. T>pe, by monot>p>', S. smitorfjcfcu 
(PL cnl. 240) = Cotian&a exTvra Tcmminck. 

Dendrophasse Glogcr, 1842, Hand- u. Hilfib.: 359. T>pc, b>' original designation, 
CeUcria errrrjiSictt Gmdin. 

Crccop^js Bonaparte, 1B54, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sci, Paris 39: 973. Type, b>' ori- 
ginal designation, Ccl'jsnba phoanccpina Latham. 

Spha-Mtras G. R- Gray, 1840, list Gen. Bds,: 57. T>pe, by original designation, 
CoItcrJ>a esjvra Tcmminck. 

Distinguished by >'tllowish green plumage, often with patches oflilac or chamut 
on the mantle and one or two bright yellow wing-bars. lYings long and pointed, 
the primaries \-ariously notched or scalloped in the different species. Tail also \-arious : 
partially rounded, wedge-shaped, or pin-pointed. Tarsus stout and very short, 
considerably shorter than middle toe without daw; feathered on upper portion; 
soles effect expanded, fleshy and pad-like, much broader than the toes thcmseli.'es 
an adaptation for exclusively arboreal life. 

Key to the Species 


Page 

A Third primary' expanded and not scalloped 1 

B Third primary' strongly scalloped ••••2 

1 Ta3 grey and acuminate - T.apica:da 94 

Tail green and not acuminate T. sphe:r,rra 96 

2 Rhamphotheca reaches forehead T.airvirosbc 97 

Rhamphotheca occupies terminal half of bill only a 

a Middle tail-fcathcTs entirely green T~ penpadcra 99 

hCddle tail-feathers not entirely green • • ^ 

I Wing 170 mm. or below; legs red 7". h^rta ICK 

Wing 175 mm. or above; legs yellow 2". phoadrvptrra 106 


493. Pintailed Green Pigeon. Trrron apicanda cpiccada Blyth 
Trerct cpirezzda ‘ Hodgson *= Bl>-th. after May 1846 (1845), Jour- Asiat. Soc. Bengal 
14 (2): 854 (Southeastern Himalayas and hill ranges of Assam common at 

Paijcelmg) 

Baker, FBI No. 1840, Vol. 5: 199 
Plate 49, &g. 5 

1.0CAL NAMES. Hdril (all green pigeons), ~kckhla (Hindi, Bengal); haithd or 
hixthdk (Assam) ; DftJrr/ gale'J (Cachax) ; /eng (Lqxha). 
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SIZE. Pigeoni; length o' e. 42 cm. (161 in.) including tsul of c. 21 cm. 
(8 in.); in 9 tail shorter, c. 18 cm. (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACiTRS. 0%’crall ycUowjsh green with a long pin-pointed tail 
and rivo conspicuous yellow bars in the black wings, 

Male (adult). Aboze, with a broad greyish olive-green collar on hindneck. 
Briem, greenish ycUow, the breast washed with orange-pink; under tail- 
coverts cinnamon, margined with whitish. 

Female duller, with no greyish olive hind collar or orange wash on 
breast, and much shorter tail. 

STATUS, DgTR i B u nox and HABITAT. . Resident and locally nomadic de- 
pending upon food supply — fruiting of favourite forest trees; throughout 
the Hiinala\*as from terai level to c. 1800 metres, Kxunaon to easternmost 
NEFA including Nepal, 'Sikldm and Bhutan. Also hills of Assam south of 
Brahmaputra R. (Khasi, Cachar, Naga, Mizo, etc.); Manipur and East 
Pakistan. Not rare in the Assam plrins in the Surma and Brahmaputra valleys. 
Affects tall tree forest. 

ExtralimiUd, Chin Hills, Burma south to Tcnasscrim. Other races in the 
Indochinese countries. 

GENtRAL HABITS. Mofc or Icss as common to all green pigeons, cf. 503, 
Exclusively arboreal but sometimes descending to the ground to drink, 
and regularly at salt-licks to pick the earth. Keeps in flocks of 10 to 30 birds 
or so, wTril to the tops of lofty forest trees, clambering about and feeding 
amongst the fruit-laden ririgs and foliage, a deceptive resemblance to 
parakeets then heightened by the long pointed tails. The birds arc perfectly 
camouflaged amongst the green leaves and become completely obliterated 
from vic^v while they ‘ freeze ’ on suspicion; the unexpected numbers that 
tumble out of a tree on the report of a gun is often qiutc amazing, while 
others still continue to remain frozen within. Flight s>NTft and direct accom- 
panied by a metallic whirring sound. In common with other green pigeons, 
and haivks, has the habit of sitting with fluffed plumage on the topmost 
bare twigs of a toTvering forest tree on chilly mornings to catch the first 
rays of the stm before commencing the day’s feeding. They are rather stupid 
birds and cs*en after being fired at, a flock will return to the same tree again 
and again within a ^'e^y’ short rime. 

FOOD. A s*aricty of berries and drupes, some of astonishingly large sire, 
swallowed entire. 

VOICE and calls. A range of mellow, rather wandering musical whhtles 
<0 those of the Wedgetailed (494) roughly rendered as ko^klc- 
c:-ci-et-c:7/i-i///rwk/o. 

breedr'c. Seesm, chiefly April to June. Arjf, a sketchy platform of ririgs 
high up in a bush or bamboo clump — somcrimes a leaf)' forest tree. Eggs, 
2, white, tsplcal of pigeons*. Average size of 100 eggs 31*7 x 23-8 mm. 
(Baker). Both sexes incaibatc; period imdctcrmincd. 

Museum DiACsons. For detaih of pluniacc see Baker, loc. dt. A character there 
omitted is rise broad black band across the central tail-feaihen in male. 

ViTag Bin Taryjs Tail 

(from feathers) 

d'Q 169-175 f. 15-16 r. 23-25 220-254 mta. 

(from skull c, 20-23] 
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9 9 have shorter tails, r. 150-175 mm. 

Weight o' o' 61-9 or. (r. 185-255 gm.); 9 9 up to 7 oz. (c. 200 gm.) — Baker. 

cowiURS OF BKRE PARTS. IHs lake red; bare ocular area blue. Bill cobalt-blue, 
distal half of upper mandible green. Legs and feet crimson. 

494. Kokla or Wedgetailed Green Pigeon. Trtron sphenura sphenura 
(Vigors) 

Fi-naga sphrrsire Vigors, 1832 (1831), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 173 (Himalaj’as) 
Restricted to Simla-.Mmora area b>' Hcehurst {Ihix 1924; 472) 

Baker, FBI No. 1841, Vol. 5: 200 
Plate 49, fig. 1 

LOC.<L NAMES. JCcUa, Kckila (Hindi); Hcithd, Bor heidte or haiLhdk (Assam); 
Kckuy KvdM-pho (Lepcha); Dccrep gedeba (Cachar); Kcircl (Simla). 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c, 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Or’crall ycHowish green, similar to 493 but without 
central ‘ pins ’ to the long tapering (wedge-shaped) tail. 

Male (adult). Abore, ctowti tinged with orange-rufous. A \*ariable 
amount of maroon on bach and scapulars. Bclozv, chin and throat ycllowr; 
breast pale orange-pink. 

F cm ale. Like male but lacking rufous on. crown and maroon in upper- 
parts. 

Young (immature) like female, but duller and darker. 

For description of fledged nestling see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident — partly nomadic and 
altitudinal migrant depending upon local food supply. The entire low'cr 
Hiinala)'as from Kashmir through Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhutan to extreme 
eastern NEFA, from plains Itr.'cl to r. 2590 metres. Also Assam hills south 
of Brahmaputra R. including the Nagas and those ofE, Pakistan. Recorded 
as * never seen or heard of* in Manipur (Higgins, 1934, JBNHS 37; 302) 
but probably occurs. Chiefly affects broad-leaved hill forest of oak, elm, 
alder, etc. 

Reported from Pachmarhi, Madh\*a Pradesh as ‘ a* very rare sdsitor; 
seen and heard (April) ’ by a competent and reliable observer — B. B. 
Osmaston (1922, JBNHS 28: 453). But this needs confirmation since there 
is no other record of its occurrence in India south of the given dislriburion. 

Extrciinitcl. Chin Hills, Burma south to Tcnasscrim. Other races in. 
Malaya and the Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL kabtis. Usually keeps in small flocks of 6 to 15 birds or so to 
the higher trees; common and numerous in the more open forests. Common 
summer visitor to most Himalas-an hill stations and upland s*alle)' 5 . Flocks 
frequently found in assodarion with Pintailed Green Pigeon, the remarkably 
beautiful whistling calls and general bcha\-iour of the two spedes being 
almost identical- The birds clamber about among the leafy fruit-laden twigs 
of forest trees, hanging upride do-wn or sideways to get at the berries and 
frequently swinging out for one out of reach with the agilliy of a trapeze 
acrobat. They commonly descend to the ground at salt-licks to pick pellets 
of the salt)’ earth. Fbght swift, noisy and rather undulating. 
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FOOD. Exclusively frugivorous: drupes and berries of forest trees (c,g. 
Ficus and Afyrica spp.), sssallowcd entire. Is very partial to mulberry (Morus) 
in hDl orchards. 

VOICE and calls. Almost indistinguishable from the Pintailed species 
(493) q.v., a scries of rich mellow whistles * of over 20 notes * (Osmaston). 
The birds can be easily decoyed by an imitation of their calls. 

BREEDns’O. Season, April to June, sometimes prolonged into July/August. 
J^estf^thc characteristic flimsy t^vig structure of all pigeons built high up in 
a sapling or leafy forest tree; in the hills commonly in spruce firs c, 6 metres 
or so up, dose to the trunk. Bggs, 2, also typical of pigeons — white, ellipti- 
cal, flne-texfured and smooth-surfeecd. Average size of200 eggs 31 -5 X 23- 1 
mm. (Baker). Both sexes incubate; period given as M 8 to 19 days * (Dods- 
worth) needs checking. Baker’s statement that it has ‘ two or more broods 
per year in Assam and Bengal * also requires confirmation. 

Musevu DiACN'om. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc, cit. 

•Nestling* [age?J. Mope, dull green, slightly brighter on the head, upper 
tail*coverls, scapulars, lesser and median wing-coverts. Greater coverts dull green, 
edged on the extremities of the outer webs with pale yellow forming a >ving-bar. 
Winglct, primary coverts, and primaries blackish, the majority of the last very 
faintly edged on the outer webs with pale yellow. Secondaries abo blackish, edged 
on outer webs with pale yellow; tertiaries dull green. Below, throat, breast and 
upper part of abdomen pale grey, the feathers edged with greenish yello^vj abdomen 
and vent fluffy yellowish white; thigh-coverts pale fluffy grey tipped with dark 
green; under tail-coverts dull green broadly edged with pale yellow. 

Iris brown; orbital skin very dull blue. Bill light fleshy brown with a tinge of blue 
at base of lower mandible. Tarsi and feet fleshy brown, the former with a tinge of 
dull, blue on their upper extremities. Soles of feet very pale fleshy brown; claxvs 
homy brown, darker at tips (Dodsworth, JBNHS, 22: 800-1). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

<y«9 169-187 e. 17-19 e. r7-19 * 114-139 mm. 

(av. 1 76 '5) 


(Baker, in part) 

Weight (winter) 2 cfd’ 212, 214 gm. (SA). 

COLOURS or FARE PARTS. Iris, outcf ring buflTy pink to bright crimson, inner 
ring pale ultramarine blue; orbital skin pale lavender or smalt blue. Bill pale dull* 
smalt blue or greenish blue; cere and tip brighter and more blue. Legs and feet 
coral-red, cherry-red or deep crimson. 


495. Thlclcbllled Green Pigeon. Treron curvirastra nipaUnsis (Hodgson) 

Torfa Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19 (I): 164 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI^No. ia38^VoI._5: 19_6 

Plate 49, fig. 

LOCAL NAMES. Dooftp buku gajao (Cachar); Thoria (Nepal). 

SIZE. Pigeon—; length c. 27 cm. (10^ in.). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. A small gTccn pigcon with chestnut-maroon mantle, 
grey- and olive-green tail and a prominent ^-cUotv ^ving-bar. The thick 
bright red and greenish bill and \'iv’id green bare orbital skin arc leading 
dues for recognition. 

May be confused witli the similar-looking Ashyheaded Green Pigeon 
(499), but the bare patch round eye, and brilliant scarlet gape and cere 
are diagnostic. 

Male (adult). Above, forehead ashy grey, forccrown darker grey; back, 
scapulars and lesser wing-coverts chestnut-maroon. Rest of upperparts 
snduding central tail-feathers above olive-green. Outer tail-feathers grey 
above with a black cross-band; black below svith a very broad grey rip. 
Below, yellowish green; flanks darker green >vith white edges to the fcathen; 
under tail-coverts pale dnnamon. 

Female lacks chestnut on mantle and has whitish under tail-co\’crt$ 
wth dark green broken bars. 

Young (immature) like female, but whole plumage iniriafly very grey 
and dull; male acquires a little maroon on the mantle at first moult. 
Iris pale grey-brown; orbital skin livid grey; basal portion of bill dull 
pink. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to local movements 
governed by food supply: the Himalayas from western Nepal eastward 
through Nepal, Sikkim, northern Bengal (the duars) and Bhutan to extreme 
eastern NEFA, from plains level to at least 1500 metres. Also Assam hills 
south of Brahmaputra R. (Garo, Khasi, Cachar, Naga, Mizo, etc.) ; Manipur 
and E. Pakistan. Affects well-wooded country and forest. 

Exiralimital, Burma, Thailand, and Indochinese countries.' Other races 
in Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS. Gocs about in flocks of 10 to 40 birds or so, often 
congregating in large numbers to feed on fruiting trees such as Fievs in 
season. Descends to the ground to drink; Stuart Baker frequently found it 
feeding on wild strawberries and berries of other ground plants. Flight and 
other behaviour not specifically different from other green pigeons, cf. 504. 
Roosts at night up in leafy trees or bamboo thickets, the birds sitting clumped 
in tsvos and threes or small groups along horizontal culms or bushy twigs. 

FOOD. Exclusively fruits and berries, the numerous species of wild fig 
(Ficus) providing the staple. 

VOICE and calls. In addition to a series of mellow whistles (not speci- 
fically described), has a hoarse note sounding Ukc goo-goo constantly uttered 
by the birds while jostling for positions in the feeding tree. 

BREEDiNO. Season, principally late April to early June. JVlrs/, a flimsy pad 
of twigs in the forking leafy branch of a small tree or on a horizontal bamboo 
culm, at moderate heights; occasionally rivo or three nests within a few 
metres of each other. Eggs, 2, typically white and cllipti^l. Average size 
of 200 eggs 28*7 X 22*6 mm.; according to Baker Assam cg^ average 
smaller. Both sexes take part in nest-building and incubation; incubation 
period e. 14 days (Baker), 

Museum Diaonosu. Wing long: primaries slightly pointed; third prirtwy (as.) 
deeply and widely notched or scalloped on inner web. Under tail-coverts long; tail 
very slightly rounded. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. at 


PIGEONS, DOVES 99 

General proportions and coloration confusingly like Treron p. pkayrei (499); 
distinguished from it as follo^vs: cere considerably reduced making corneous porrion 
of bill (rhampbotheca) almost reach forehead; large bare circumorbltal patch; 
absence of orange on breast; prominent scarlet gape and cere. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from fcathen) 

^•9 124-146 c. 14-15 - e. 18-19 84-95 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OP DARE PARTS. Adult. Ifis, outCT ring golden yellow to orange-red, 
inner ring deep blue; orbital skin vivid verdigris-green. Bill pale yellowish, greenbh, • 
or leaden white darker and greener at tip, brilliant coral-red round base and gape. 
Legs and feet deep lake-pink to coral-red. 


Treron pomfadora (GmcUn) 
Key to the Sobspecies 


A Forehead yellow. .,T. p. pompadara 

B Forehead and crown grey I 

1 Orange of breast faint or absent in male? ; grey of head merging 

into green ofhindneck in females a 

Breast strongly tinged with orange in males; grey of head contrasting 

sharply with green of hindneck in females b 

a Lower tail-covcrb cinnamon or whitish T. p. a^h 

Lower tail-coverts green tipped with pale yellow T.p, ehloroptera 

b Underparts a paler, colder green T.p. pkajret 

Underparts a warmer, more ycllqw-grecn T. p, eonovert 


Page 

100 


99 

103 

102 

101 


496. Greyfroated Green Pigeon. Treron pompadora a^nis (Jerdon) 

Vinago Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. Sd, 12: 13 
(W'est coast of ihe Indian Pcninsul.T) 

Baker, FBI No. 1831, Vol. 5: 188 
Plate 49, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Podd pSekcha pScxtrdrnu (Tclugu) ; CX/rdniriRW (Mala)'alam). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c. 28 cm. (c. 1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A small gTccn pigcon with red legs. 

Male (adult). Above, forehead, crown and nape ashy greyj back and 
scapulars chestnut-maroon; rest of upperparts olive- or yellowish green. 
Shoulder of Aring (median and greater coverts) black; a broad yellow' wing- 
band. Middle pair of lail-feathers olive-green. Below, greenish j'cUow, the 
upper breast faintly tinged with orange or pink ; under tail-coverts dnnamon. 

Female olive-green, lacking the chestnut mantle and orange wash on 
breast; shoulder of Aving less black and mixed Avith grc>’; under tail-coA'crts 
buffy white, more or less streaked vrith green. May ^ confused with 9 
Orangebreasted (501) but middle tail-feathers olive-green (r. slaty) 
diagnostic. , ^ 
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Young (immature) male like adult female but acquires a certain amount 
f maroon on the upperparts, more espedally on the lesser Aving-coverts, at 
he first autumn moult (Baker). 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident, subject to some local and 
iritudxnal movement governed by food supply (fruiting seasons). Western 
nd southAvestem India — the Western Ghats complex (including the 
filgiris, Palnis, and associated hill ranges)— from about lat. 20*N. soulh- 
rard through Avestem Mysore (Malnaad) and Kerala, Affects forat and 
k'cU-Avoodcd roxmtiy in evergreen and avcI deaduous biotope; lowlands 
nd up to €. 1200 m. altiiudc. 

GENERAL HABITS. Nol significanfly different from other green pigeons. 
Jsually keeps in small flocks of up to a dozen or so; sometimes large con- 
regarions on fhiiting trees. Flocks commonly seen at sunrise, and also in 
he late aflemoon before retiring to roost, perched among the topmost 
tranches of uU leafless trees on the edge of jungle, uttenng their soil 
irhistling calls. On coffee plantations in Mysore and Kerala this pigeon 
long Avith the Emerald Dove is often reported flying headlong 
whitewashed walls of shady bungalows and outhouses and getting killed. 

FOOD. Fruits and berries, mainly figs of the various Fici and drupes ol 
er (ZUyphus spp.) ; salt mud at licks. 

VOICE and galls. A scries of soft rich Avhistlcs up and down th<i 
cry like that of the Southern Green Pigeon (504) but someivhat higher in 

pREEDiNo. Season, mainly December to March. J(est as in other green 
Iffcons — a flimsy platform of twigs in a moderate-sized tree; an cxccp- 
lonal one recorded as high as f. 13 m. Eggs, 2, cllipdcal, avIuIc. Average 
izc of 24 eggs 28’ 1 X 22-0 mm. (Baker). Both sexes 'share ncst-buiJding 
nd incubation; incubation period 12-14 days, but not accurately deter- 

lined. - 

Museum Diaonosu. Sec Kc>'; for further details of pluftiage Baker, loc. aL 
jonga fcathen of under tul-covrrp cinnamon coloured; ihortcr literal ona ycllow- 
ih white with grtenijh rahy basa. 

MIASUMJirHTI 

Wing Bm Tanur "!»> 

(from ikull) 

(J19 IW-IM r. 19-20 f. 20-24 

Wright 1 d 151 gm. (SA). . 

coinuM or ”*** pabtj. Iru: outer ring bright ptnlc. Inner nng Upu blue, 
lai- cere and lower miodible neir gape yellowiih green, rat of bill pale grty; 
nouth ytUowhh grcy.pinl. Lep “d f'" duU magenta or plum colour; cUw. homy 


497. Pompadoor or Ceylon Greyfrontei Green Pigeon. 

Trrrun pempadora pompadara (Gntriin) 

Calania Pompadara Gmelin, 1789, Syit, Nat. 1 (2): 775 (Ceylon) 
Baber, FBI No. 1829, VoU 5: 185 
lOOJU. KAHto. Salap^, Sipadarl (Sinhala); F^hAaipat (Tamil). 
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rry. e. 28 cm. (c. II in.). 

HELD csASuxnzss- As for ScfuiH Trfiian race (495) q.v., bot 
difiers in having the fbr^ead and sides of head g rr e n hh ycHcTi-r, dre grey- 
cenSned only as a patch on crov.nu Under tail-cn-,*erts bnS* (r. cznitamem). 

F cmalc may be confesed with 9 Orangebreasted Green K gecn (502) 
btit has the middle pair of tad-listhcrs <dive-green above (r- slaty grey). 

ETATCS, nsraistrno?? and hasitat. Race peculiar to Ccylca. Common 
resident. Abundant in fore s t areas t hro n^out die lowiands and ranging 
np into the hills to e. 1200 o.; subject to local migrations, Largdy replaced 
by the orangebreasted specits (502) on the sea coast. 

CEjszAi. EATTis, FOOD, voms CAXLS. NotHng spedhcally diEercnt 
fr o m 496 and other g reen pigeons- 

BUEznnfG. Srerre, De r e uiber to June, and in September; chmSyAp^ 
and May (Phillips). ,Verf and rggr as in 4^. Average cf 22 eggs 28*7 X 
22-6 Tum. (Baker). 

Moeux Dtjuncom. For of phnsage see Baier, loc. cit, 

IXSss from the sc u d m e at Indian race cjEdr (496) in both ssrs hrring the 
ibrehead yrSe**’, the cwn lerf pare (gretsddi) grer, the endsr taU-corsrti 
of a diSsrent cctoar. Thoe are white vidi a fzhit creamy or ytfkrwish t inge , and 
wish a variable amount cf gr eenh h ashy or-harring on the feathers. (In 

«fr£r the^longrr under taiJ-corerts arc c innameg :, the s h or te r lateral cues ydlowiih 
whi^ wish ashy bases.) EIH dirhtir in c^ris. 

ifya 



kVing 

Bin 

(fions skull) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

tf c* 

145-151 

21-23 

21-23 

91-97 nun. 

99 

141-152 

21-23 

21-24 

ES-95m=i. 


(BW-) 

ocijoma or basz; PAsm. As in 495- * Iris camdne-red wish an ring cf 
cobalt; cyriids glas jg sr j s green. Bin ^a ne o ua g r pe..% paling to bltssh at the dp. Legs 
fet purple-red * (R?Vrr). 


4S3. Nepal G rey fronted Green Pigeon, Twren renrreri 

Rand £: Fleming 

Tito / c=^-re cn=*ri Rand & Hendeg, 1953, Flridsna, Zoed., Chicago, S4 (19): 
201-2 (Ectwal, Nepal) 

Net is Baber, FBI 

ixxiAS. XASGS. Not recorded. 

Same as 496. Kgcon — ; length c. 23 cm. (r. 11 in.), 
nzui csAXAcrrES, As of the ashyheaded /emrri (499), q-v.; rmt dis- 
th^mshable from it in the hdd. See Nfusenm Diagnoris- 
STATCs, D3Titisimio?; and eaettat. Tcrai cf vs-cst-ccntml Nepal (range 
undefined), in heavy forest. 

GZKZ3AZ. KAsrrs, TOOT), voits and cai 25- Not sped£cally deserToed; 
pressrmably as in other races. 
g aFFT'TixG . See under 499. 
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MtSECK DtAC?fOE2. SeparatedBuns^igT'G (499) on character cTfarichter ccncra- 
dee with yellow cf throat ccange cf hr e ast acre intense. Green cf hindneci:, 
breast cnHs' and less greyish. 

V.=g2 cTc* 15S-137: 4 C 5 133-164 tnm. (Rand £: Hendngj- 
coioras o? EAaa FAsns. M in 499. 


499, Ashyheaded Green Pigeon. Trrrr-. /'-■m^edrre /hrmri (Blydi) 

OmriTerrr Phgrri Elyth, lSo2, Jour. .^liat. Soc. Bcrsgal 31: 344 (Tonnghoo, Enrsna'v 
EaV=r, FBI No- IE30. VcL 5: lEo 

LOCAZ. KASgs. ChJis h£ri£? (Bengal and E. Paintan); Cheftr iride (Asami; 
Dz^ep (Cachar); (Naga); (KcH). 

stEE. Kgeon — ; length r, 28 cm (c. 11 in,). 

FTrZn caASAcrzJis. A small gr e en p^cen with red legs, very TTVf 495, 

Male (adult). Ahzr^, crcr.vn and nape dari ashy grc)'; fertiead paler. 
Sides of head gr r gn jgh ycHow*, sharply demarcated fr o m grcj* crown,' as is 
also g r een hsndneti £rom grey nape. Bach and scapulars chestnut-maroon; 
rest of u p j xs parts oli'.ie- or yTllcTAish gree n . Wings blad: widi a broad 
yellow band. Middle pair of tail-feathers oIr**c-grccm Bdrzr, chin, throat, 
and sides of rmci g rr m Kh v^ow; upper breast conspicuctsly orange; rest 
cf underp ants olive-green tipped with buH* on lower F-an'b- Under tail- 
coverts cinnamon. 

Female la<d3 the dtestnut mantle and orange breast. Undm taH- 
ctr/erts bnS* broadly mottled with dasi: green. I^fTercntiated &um the vcy 
similar 9 ct the orangebreasted spedcs (501) by the grerr. middle tail- 
feathers (r. slatv') . 

Young (immature) male Kie adult female but acquires a certain 
amount of maroon on the upperparts, more csperdally on the lesser wing- 
coverts, at the hrsi autumn moult (Baker). 

STATUS, Esm iauTi oy and eaettat. Resident, subject to some local and 
altsradinal movcmcit g ove r ned by food supply (fhddng seasons). Common 
and locally abundant: W*cst Bernal (reco rd ^ south to Calcutta), .Assam 
north and south of Brahmaputra river, and eastward thro’i^h NEF.A; 
Marupur; East PaHrtan — from plains !r.*d to c, 1500 m., normally briow 
1000 m. .Afects fertst and wril-wooded country in evergreen and wet 
ceddnous bictoperf Kow far west this race extends tcnsiurds Nepal (irerTfri) 
remains to be detsmined. 

£rirdrrdfd, Burma south to Tenasscrim, ThaTiar.d and the Indochinese 
countries. Other races in Indoncsia. 

cENmAi. EAsns, FOOD, VOICE and caies. like other green pigeons, 
cf. 456, 504 — grtgarious, somcames in large fiocts of o-ver 20D birds; 
fu gi v oTCus and arboreal, occarionaEy descending to the ground to diiah 
or visit salt-Hdcs. 

EaTsmnec. March to early July, mainly .April and May. Acri 

(twig platform) and rjgj (2, white, dlipticai) as t\-p*C2l of the fandly. Ness 
placed &iriy Ioav denvn in moderate-sired trees, bamboo dumps or cane 
brakes, ofien with no attempt at ceneeaiment. One recorded in Assam 
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c. 12 zn. up in fc-i of a leadess tree right out in the middle of a maidaa 

with the string turd hidi ccus ly c cus p l oious (Bens, 1947, JBNHS 45: 631). 
Average size of 200 ^gs 27*5 X 21-8 nun. (Baker). Bom sexes share in 
binTdirg ih.e nest and incubation; period bdiestd c. 14 days, but needs 

ilozcsc DrAS y esa. See Key; fsr deSzlh cf plumage B z kcr , loc. ct. 
KSJOuxracxTS 

'Veg e'e’ 143-165; 9 9 145-160 szm. 5Vricht 4-5 c=. (f. 115-140 gm.). seme- 
eim-s up to 7 cz. (c. 203 gm.) — Baker. 

o’ 9 EHI (&om skull) 17-20; tad 80-87 mm. (S.A). 

cctocis or EASE PASTS. Iris: ctuer ring jdek, hms- ring pale thee; crHial 
gtr-; H~sh. E71 Frtnrii grey , darks' at base. Les and feet l a k e-red. 


1C4 

sesASCxsamxTS 

^M=5 

COLUMBIFORMES 

Bin Tarsus 

Tan 

3 c*c* 

1T3-177 

(fiom skull) 

2CU23 24-25 

92-95 mm. 

3 59 

IS9-173 

20-23 22-26 

85-95 gun. 

YMug 0 ? ! 

71-IS3 gun. NVe^t 12 oz- (c. 340 gru-) — 1 

^ (SA)> 

cenouRS 

or a.Axr 

PAKTS- More cr lea 53 in 499. 



Tsrsioy sicmcrA (jerden) 

Key to tbe Scbspecies 

Larg-r; wing ever 163 mm- Tl t. 

SmaTer; wing rsnaTy under 150 mm. Y. I- 


500. Andaman Greyfronted Green Pi g eon* Trore 

Blyth 

TrrrTz ciJrrritr-; Elyth, 1840, Jcur. .Ariat, Soc. Bengal 14: E52 (Mcobzrs) 
Baker, FBI No, 1E32, 5: IE3 

LOCAi. stASOx None rccoeded. 

SIZE. SE^riy larger than 499; Hgeon Lcngrii c. 30 cm- (12; in.). 

nsxD C3A3LAC7E2S. As of ritc asbyheadcd phuirri (499). See Museum 
Diagnosis, but ‘ is large as the TT^dl-^.r* Green Kgecn (503, 504) and locks 
very' much Eke it in the FpI/I ’ (AbdulaH, JBNHS 61 : 523). 

STATin, nmniauTiox and hahttat. Resdent. Race p>ecaEar to the 
Andaman and Nicobar Cnmm m in Sourii and 3» Ed die Andamans. 

AEects tan evergreen forest. ^ 

CSXZ3IAI. EAsns- As oT the othcT mccs. Often scsn fo^ug in pxajries cf 

6-10 or larger fiocis cn fhnrir^ trees in forest cr Hearings. like oriier green 
pige on s they gorge thessHves to such an extmt &at when a shot Krd falls 
to the ground the turgid crop hequenriy bursts open with the im p a ct, 
ero o d ug and scattering- the contents. 

TooD. ^VBd £gs {Fisss spp.) yrd various drupes g^d beetles swallowed 
entire, mduding some cf very large sire. 

votes and calis. A series of mrilow musical -vehistEng notes described 
by ^V. Da\isoa as * verv irr^ but mere po w er fu l * tha-n these of.2kcne 
(495). 

^szznnro. iSeerrs, Ecm indirect evidence oT gonads cf collected speH- 
ipeus c. Friiruary to Jtrr^; but probably not •wHl-denned- Ac* and fggr 
unknown. 

hhrrmc DuLocaEs. Male dinhs Seen ^ T-^/ezre (499) as fcCows:Fcrri:£=d 
grty; Isssc w4ng-cos ga gress (r. and I -3 ydlcw than neci- 

Geeea cf upperparts g g r r yellow ear gpt cs csUral pair cf rect-iges - 1 
mtroca “and- 33 dark as hi T'.f. (496). Under taB-corrres dark grtee 

wi^ yrilowhh. ESI very large, equaEr Imsg wrhh &at a the othe: 
race (cf Cejicri), but r— -- ry - sn the other races, er even ha T.'c. r ^^rir g£y 

(455). 


501. Ora ngeb r ea sted Gre e n Kgeon. j rerTr. Hrierts 

Gcrdan) 

rcmjc Hridc jerdoe, IB40, Madras Jcur. lit. Sci, 12: 13 
(Sea coast south cf TdSdaerry) 

7rr-rc HrivUs [rir] ^rartreriss Rokmsen t Kkn, 1921, Jom. Fed. Malay States 
Mus. 10; 203 (Kch Lai, sm-th^cestem Shun) 

Baker, FBI No. 1E34. VoL 5: 191 
Plate 43, fig. 6 

uoCAL. KAiG3. Generally far aB grem pigeon s Harial (HindJ) ; fi’Sria (.Assam); 
pos±ihz p£r=~c= (Teh^); 3f=^'=a£rfTee (Malayalam). 

Kgecn :r; length c. 29 cm. (Ill ta.). 

irruD CHASLACTTRS. Overall o!rrc-grten, 
satnilar to Greyfronied (495) but 

Male (adult) lacks on head and 

ctestnut-marocn znanric. Bdrr, imderparts 
yeBowirh green with a band of IH^r across 
upper breast foBowed by orange cn lower 
breast. Under taH-co'.'crts dnnamon edged 
with pale yellow cn the cuter and longest 
feariiers. Tail slaty grey above with a br«sd blackish subtemrinal band 
(except on central pair of l e ctri ces), black briow with a grey rip. 

Female shnilarly olive-yello'A' above, yrilowish g r een below* but lack- 
ing the EUc-and-oear^ bmast. Under taB-cm.-erts pale cull Hnnamcn with 
g rrmidt motrilng. May be confused widi females cf species but 
ta3 pattern dhtgncsrric: tmddlc tail-feathers abcr.'e slaty grey in Hrirute, 
gr ee n in /rr^edrre. 

Young ( T T‘? "_ '»r- r>» ) TTV--. f-rru i l g but derf-r ar-d 

STATCS, E3T£i2srnnK and H-AntTAV. Resident wim the normal 
local zmr.'cments. ^Y^dely distributed in the evergreen and mcht decidaous 
biompes. Not encemmon in the U.?. terzi and bhabar gud the low-er 

* These 1 firm C*r Nxeber anf 5 £rtre S. Aadaesars, the finer tr 

Afififi’i CJBNKS 61: 523} *s csfsmg (?Jd=«ri' . » e=sr..*ry5==: race. 
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HiTsa.hN’as (to c, 1500 m.) cast\\-ard through Nepal, Bengal duan, and 
Assam north and south of Brahmaputra R.; Manipur and E. Taldstaa. 
Records rather patchy, but doubtless occurs more generally. In the Penin- 
sula, \Vcst Bengal, Q^ota Nagpm- and south>s*ard along the Eastern Ghats 
in the appropriate biotopes. \Vcstem Ghats and associated lull ranges 
{normally plains Ic^•el and up to 1000 m. or so) from Kerala northward 
through hl^Tore to about the latitude oTBcIgaum (16®N.); possibly further 
north like the Gro*fn>ntcd (496) but records laddng. Ci^ously cnou^ 
once proctired as a \’agnmt in Sind (Karachi) (Eates, K. R., 1938, JBNHS 
40: 330). Afiects forest and w'elI-^\*o^ed country* inland as well as in the 
coastal tracts. 

ExiTsIirstiL Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula and South \^ctnain. 
Other, races in Cc>*lon, Ja\-a, and Hainan- 

CCNXRAL KABXT5. Grtgarious, frugi\*orous, arboreal; not specifically 
different from other green pigeons, c.g. 496, 504, qq. v. Often associates 
with them wlulc feeding in fiiiit-laden trees, svhich is tiiefiy in the morning 
and late afternoon. 

rooD. Drupes and berries. The figs of the numerous species of Fteru 
form the staple diet of fhiit pigeons as of most other firughnrous birds. 

VOICE and calls. The characteristic scries of modulated mellow 
wandering whistles. * A pleasing low subdued gurgling note* (H- Stevens— 
Assam). But described by another competent observxr (J. Daridson 
— Kanara) as * hoarse, not like the mtnical notes of Trerm phstrnapUTa or 
T. p. efirir ’ ! 

BREEDiNO. Sissen o\*crall March to September, perhaps most general 
April to June. the characteristic pigeon, structure — a flimsy platform 
of interlaced tsrigs, placed in a moderate-sired tree or cane-brake some 
2-8 metres up. Eggs 2, white, elliptical, also topical of the family. Sire c. 
29 X 23 mm. Both sexes share in building the nest andincubarion; period 
c. 12-14 days. 

Xfuszev DiAcncosa. Differs from the race frjxri of q.v., only in being 

larger. For details of plumage tcc Baker., loc. dt. 

KrAseanfCim 

^^’mg Bni Tmus Tail 

(from feadiees) 

eg 153-164 c. 12-13 e. 23-25 91-110 mm. 

(once 170) (Baker) 

OOLOITRS OP EA31S PARTS. Adult; Ins outcT ring ptnV to crimson, inner ring 
bright idtramarine to deep blue; ej-elids and orbital skin bright lai-cnder blue. Biff 
pole blue or pale green, the basal half darker and brighter. Legs and feet deep 
coral-red to deep c im son; soles paler; daws homy brown. In y o u n g (both sexes), 
as m other green paeons, ira ^ratery pale brown; ej'elids and orbital frvid. 
Legs and feet dull crimson. 

According to Baker the double-coloured iris is acquired at the first autumn moult, 
but is mudi less virid than in the adult. 


502. Ceylon Orangebreasted Green Pigeon. Trrrpn Uggd 

Hartcrt 

Trrrer: Kri-rta Hartcrt, 1910, Now Zool. 17: 193 (Ce>4oa) 

Baker. FBI No. 1835, \ ol. 5: 192 

uoexL KAME3. Bcis Sip^dssS (Sinhala); psre (Tamil). 

SIZE. Pigeon length c. 29 cm. (lU in.). 

FIELD oiARACTERs. As of 501, q.v. An olive- and yellowish green pigeon 
with bright orai^ breast in male and no chestnut-maroon mantle. 

Female may be confused with female of Grc>-frontcd (497), but has 
slaty grey middle tail-feathers instead of green. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION’ and HABITAT. Racc pcculioT lo Ccylon. Abundant 
but local throughout the forest arcas of the low-coimtr)* Wet and Dty rones, 
chiefly near the coass. Subject to local migrations fium district to district 
following fruit-ripening. 

CENTiRAL HABITS, FOOD, vbicE and CALLS. As in the Indian race (501). 
According to Leggc, it drinks r^uhirly at about 7 in the morning and 4 in 
the afternoon, descending to the margin of a stream or water-hole for the 
purpose. Gait on ground rather clumsy with the tail held high. 

BREEDING. Sfcsm, December to May, also July to September; but 
chiefly December. Acrt and fg^s as in 501, the latter measuring ‘about 
28 X 22*5 mm. * (G. M. Henrj'). 

Mcseu’u Diac.s‘os!S. Difien from the nomioate Indian racc (501) only in bring 
smaller; there is no appreciable difiercnce in colour. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\S’u3S Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

d'd^ 145-155 17-21 .r. 21-24 ' 

• Wing 140-146, one 149 mm.* — Baker. 

COLOina OF B.<R£ PARTS. As in 501. 

Treron* fhoentcoptera (Latham) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A Smaller; wing 1 70 mm. or below T.p, phiUipsi 109 

B Larger; wing above 170 mm. - 1 

1 Breast >t 11 ow, abdomen gTC>* 2". /.hvrirsflrra 106 

Breast and abdomen both xtllow*. T. p. cftlcrigiistn 108 


Tan 

c. 87-89 mm. 
fWV’) 


503. Bengal Green Pigeon. Tmcn phccrJccpina phocnicoptna (Latham) 

Celastic phorMptera Latham, 1790, Index Om. 2: 597 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1826, Vol. 5: 181 
Plate 49. fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. General for all green pigeons, (Hindi); HiilKi or BSr 

kai&a (Assam); Dssrtp gtdds (Cachar); tnndgvt (Naga). 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 
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FDttD CHARACTERS. A stout gTcen pigcon with a red shouldcr-patch and 
jtUsvp \’’ciy similar to 504 but with a maikedly greenish )•cllo^v fore- 
head, and grej low’cr breast, belly and instead of uniform bri^t 

yellow. 

Young (immature) lie adult but minus the shoulder-patch. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and KAortAT, Resident, wandering locally with 
fruit-ripening. ^Vest Pakistan and northern India fium c. 73'E. long. 
(Lyallpur, Punjab) south through E. Rajasthan and casttvnrd along die 
Himala^’an fooliulis and Gangetjc PlaLi (including Nepal lowlands) 
through Bihar, northern Orissa, W. Bengal, Assam north and south of 
Brahmaputra R., Manipur (?), and E. Pakistan. Southern boundaiy un* 
certain and confused owing to difficulty of interpreting fiwjucnt occurrence 
of both races together. Birds finm Gwalior district, Madh}a Pradesh 
(c. 26*7^., 78'E,) belong to the southern race cPJerigesier (^^’hi3ticr, JBNHS 
41; 477), \s-hcreas both subspecies ha^x been reported as common and 
procured together around Pachmarhi, M.P. (f. 22*297^., 78'26'E.) 
(B. B. Osmaston, ibid. 28; 458), and Ambala Cantonment, Putyab (e. 
^*5474., (Jones, A. E-, ilrid. 28: 1006). Furthermore, Jones found 

the southern chbrigasUr * very cotntnon in one locality e. 3500 ft. in the low 
hills south of Kasauli [f. 30®54^., 76®57'E. — Simla chstrict] where only 
the nominate race would be caqjccted! Further investigatfon is desirabl^ 
Affects diy- and moist deciduous forest with a sprinkling of FLai and other 
finiting trees. Also grosxs of such in the open countrj-ride, aroimd ullages 
and culti\ation, and in rambling jungly ga^ens and roadside a\*cnucs. 

Extrdsniial, Other races extend the spedes to Burma, Thailand and the 
Indodiiacse countria. 

GENERAL HABm, FOOD, \’OICE and CALLS, As or504, q.V. 

BREEDDcc. 5^arr*:, diicfly March and April; sometimes continuing into 
May and June or c^xn later. Xtst and fggs as in 504, q.v. 



Pricisrio, X f, I 


McsrCM Dl^cxosu. See Key to the Sul»pec5« and Fi^ Characten; for details 
of phrmagtt Baker, loc. du 

MEASUREMENTS 

Ea Tarruj Tafl 

(from fathers) 

184-200 19-20 r. 25-26 110-118 mm. 

Femala are rather nn aller, \Mcg 180-165 

(Baker) 
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504. Sontbers Green Pigeon. Trercn phafrasepura (PJerigasUr (Bl>*th) 

ItsuLffa edmgisier Blyth, 1643, Jour. AsxaL Soc. Bengal 12 (I): 167, note 
(No locality -s Indian Peninsub) 

BaW, FBI No. 1828, VoL 5: IB4 

Locu. NAMES. FoT all greoj pi g eons, Hcriil (Hlcdi, Bengali) ; Piiktla polia, Pddieha 
gsirrfi (Tdugu); PSch:hai /o^o (TamD); Pv&c (Marathi). 

azE. Pigeon; length e. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slout arborcal pigeon, chieffy oU\x-grccn and 
ashy grc)’ abo\x, uniformly bright )xllowr below, with a lilac patch on wing- 
shoulder and a conspicuous )xllow band across the blackish wings. Readily 
distinguished from till other Indian grxen pigeons b)* itsjrfirir (e. red) legs. 
Sexes more or less alike; female somcsvhal duller, >vith a less pronounced 
shoulder-patch. 

Young (immature) like adult but minus the shoulder-patch. 

Status, DimuBuno.s and HABrrAT. Resident, wandering locally with 
jhfft-ripcning. All peninsular India, including southern Rajasthan and 
Gujarat, roughly south of the Gangetic Plain (south of range of Bengal 
Green Kgcon) but boundar)' bctwxcn the races undefined (efr 503). 
Rare vagrant to Cc>*Ion (low-coimtxy Dry zone near Jaffna etc.). Affects 
dry- and rooist-dcciduous forest with a scattering otFxcas and other fhuting 
trees. Also grovxs of such on the op>cn countr>*sidc, around villages and 
culdration, and in rambling jungly gardens in towns, and roadside avenues. 

ExtralirdiaL Allied races in Burma, Thailand, and the Indochinese 
countries. 

GENERAL HABITS. Almost cxcIusIvcly arboreal descending to the ground 
only occasionany to drink or lo pick earth at salt-licks; rarely also to feed 
on ground crt>j» (sec under Food). Gait on ground rather cliuray, with the 
tail hrid wxU up. Keepn in ffocks of 5-10 birds or so, sometimes congregat- 
ing in >xry large numbers to gorge thcinscl\xs on rip>e banjoa or peepml 
figs {Fisas) in company with other green pigeons, honihills, barbels and 
suchl^ fiajgi\xrous spjecies. The birds deftly clamber amongst the frtut- 
ladcn twigs like parakeets, dinging rideways or ujsnde dovm and svrin^g 
out to reach a distant beiT)' with the agility’ of a trap>czc acrobaL 
such a tree is app>roached the green pigeons deliberately * freeze *, and in 
sprite of their lar^ size become completely obliterated among the surround- 
ing foliage till a little inadvxrtcnt movement by one here and another there 
betrays their pirescncc. All the while the frozen bird will be pcenng intently 
at the intruder through a tiny gap betwxcn the leaxxs, as can dearly be 
seen through the binocular. The unsusp>ected numbers that will tumble 
out ofa fig-laden banyan or pxepul tree on the r e p ort ofa gun is often quite 
amazing; but the binis soon return in twos and threes and small parties 
till the foliage is once more a jostling, quarrelling mass of g u zzl in g green 
pigeons. They stuff themsd^xs so greedily that the Impact of a fipTUg bird 
falling to shot often bursts the turgid crop, cxjjoriag and scattering the 
contents. Twxlvx complete ban)^^! figs hasx bcCT rcmovxd frtOT a single 
cro p ! The^’ feed chiefly in the mornings and aftenioocs doing regular 
rounds of their favourite trees, and can then provide cxcdlcnt spe^ Decent 
bags fxn be made by two or three guns priaced in strategic por;doai ai the 


COLOURS or SARx FARTS. As xa 504. 
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birdf fiy back and forth bctwcsai the trees. Flight sv^ift and direct, ac- 
cotnj^nied by a loud metallic clatter when suddenly flying out of a tree- 
lake aH green pigeons has the habit of perching, in couples and 
parties, on the topmost brandies of dead trees to sun themselves, especially 
at sunrise and in the late afternoon. 

FOOD. Drupes, berries, and Mild figs of numerous kinds. Among the 
most commonly re cor ded arc nearly all species of Fiaa [especially P. benga- 
Urjis (banyan), F. relig^sa (peepul), F. glomsraia (guler), and F. irtferawi]; 

(ber), Z* etc,, Eugemajambolcna (jamun), Teminalia 

spp, (mjrabolams), Buchaiada lutifolia (charoK), Bridslic haralUtmauif and 
LmUma caiUatc. Specimens have been shot with thdr cn^ stuffed ^sith 
‘peas’ <Cic.*r?) (Briggs, JBNHS 37: 386). 

VOICE and calls. A series of modulated mellow musical wiustlcs of 
rather human quality; very similar to call of Orangebreasted (7". bidrMa) 
but louder and in a loM’cr key. 

BREEDiKO. Season hfardi to June, occanonally a month or two earlier 
or later; mainly hlarch and ^jiiL J{est, characteristic of the fiimily, a flimsy 
platform of interlaced twigs in a moderate-rized tree, concealed among the 
foliage. On outsHiis of forest, near villages and in gardens; often in same 
tree as holds a Blade Drongo’s nest, the birds- obviously taHng advantage of 
the protection from ncst«robbeis like ctom’s and tree pies afforded by 3icse 
bold and vigilant guardians. Fggr, 2, white, elliptical and glossy. As'crage 
size of40.^gs 31 *8 X 24*6 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share nest-building 
and incubation; period undetermined. 

Mesrusf Diag?«osis. See Key to die Subspedcs and Held Characten; for 
details of plumage Baker, loc. dt. 

MZASUREUXKTS 



■VVing 

Bm 

(&Qxa skuB) 

Tanus 

Tan 

d’d’ 

187-201 

21-24 

24-29 

l(M-120mm. 

99 

181-202 

20-24 

24-28 

97-116 mm. 
(SA,HW) 


COLOURS or BABE PAKT3. Iris outcf ring pink, inner bri^t lapis blue. EIH pale 
Frendi grey, basal pordoa induding cere greenhh; mouth grej-hh pink or grej^ 
ydlow. Legs and feet bri^t duome ^^dlow; cla^s-s Frendi grey. 


505. Ceylon Green Pigeon. Trmn phamcopUra pkUlipsi Ripley 

Trenn pharaapien pfallipsi Ripley, 1949, Proc. BioL Soc. Wash. 62: 9 
(NSgala, Uva, Ceylon) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAiczs. As for Other Ceylon green pigeons, cL 497, 502. 

SIZE. Kgeon ±;' length c, 30 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHAEACTESS. As of 504; somcM'hat smaller but not dndnguishable 
from It in the field. 

STATUS, DBTRmrnoK and habitat. Race peculiar to Ceylon. Resident 
in the low-country Dry zone, ‘Appears to be confined to and foHy plentiful 
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in a small area of open [dry dedduous] forest country around Bibile and 
Niigata, in the lowlands to ic south-east of Uva hills ’ (Phillips). 

gekeeal habits, food, voicm and calls. As in the south Indian race 
(504). 

BREEDING. Not yct reported. 

BtIcssme Diacnoss. See Key to the Subspedcs. Differs from dl<?ri;artrr in bdng 
smaller, with dtiUcr more ydlow nape, and duller more greyisb green back 

vrings. \Tnous shoulder-patdi also duller and sli^tly darker. Belczc, breast 
and abdomen dull gre m itK ^-cllow sufiused wth gre>*ish green. Lemon-ydiow of 
neck and undcrpsrts confined only to a submental spot, and to a patch about thi^a 
and vent. 

MZA5UBXV£NIS 

AVing Bill Tan 

(from feathers) 

4 I63-I67 c. 18-19 97-100 mm. 

4 9 9 160-169 c. 17-18 95-104 mm. 

(SDR) 

coLotms or BARE PARTS. ‘ Ixis (both scxcs), inner ring blue, outer carmine; 
eydids blinsh grey. Bill pale bluisb M’hilc. Legs dirome ^-dlow ’ (Plullips). 

Genus Ducula Hodgson 

Dwla Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 160. Type, by monotypy’, Duada insignis 
Hodgson 

MusccBnra Sdilegel, 1872, Dier. K. root GenooL .Amsterdam: 209. Type, by 
subsequent designation, CoUsrda eer^a Linnaeus 
Mjrix&ieoTa Rdchcnbach, 1852, Nat. Syst. V5g.: 26. Type, by* original dedgnation, 
CblarnJff litiaralis Temmind: *= C. buolor Scopoli 
Contains three spedes of large arboreal fruit pigeons — one with some bronzy 
gre e n in plumage, one without, and one with very peculiar pled white and black 
coloration. Fleshy padded sola of feet las exp^ded than in Frertn but broader 



Sole of foot of D. a. sylscAcs, X f. 1 

in ColxarJba. Bill slender and long, with a long soft basal portion (cere) and a 
short homy tip (rhamphotheca). Caeca absent as in Trrran, but both ambieas muscle 
and oil gland praent as in Cohmieu 


Key to the Species 

Page 

A Plumage entirely black and white * D. hwder IIS 

B Plumage xK)t as aboNT 1 

2 hlantlegreen. .D. cenea 111 

Mantle plain brown or with purplish or coppery tint D. 5cda 1 16 
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ni 

DticuiA AEKEA (linnaeus) 



Key to the Sobspedes 


Page 

A Smaller; wing generally under 215 mm. 

, . . . .D. a. pusUla 

112 

B Larger; wing generally ovct 215 mm. 



I Under tafl-cov'crts deep dull maroon 

. . .Z7. a. ^^aSua 

in 

Under taB-coverts deeper chestnut-maroon 

,D. a. erdansjtica 

IM 

Undo- tail-coverts dull rufous-brown 

. ,D. a. idaberiea 
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506. Nordiem G r e en ImperiBl Pigeon. Baada esma jyfrulica (Tickell) 

CsZcBtSo SjlrcSica Ttckdl, 1833, Jour. AsiaL Soc, Bengal 2; 581 (Borabhum) 
Baker. FBI No. 1847, VoL 5: 208 
Plate 48, frg. 9 

LOCAL KAS fEs . DisOivl OT DocndH, Sana kdiatar, Bdda kaiial (Hindi); PagoTM, 
Perpana or Ptn-goerrda {Assam); Dukvl (Nepali, in Nepal); Hukas (Nepali, in Bengal 
duals); Dcofesfcarxms (Cachar); frmafcuni (Naga). 

SIZE- Crow; length c, 43 cm. (17 in.). 

FIEU) CHARACTERS. A large arboreal firmt pigeon, pinkish grey overall 
with bright metallic bronzy green back and (above), and chestnut- 
niaroou under tail-coverts. Sexes aiiV«- 

STATus, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident; locally abundant, moting 
•bout with ripening of ^vild fruits. Nepal (?) and eastern U.P^ castw:ard 
through Bihar, Orissa, \V. Bengal, Assam and E. Pakistan. Not met with in 
Manipur (Higgins, JRNHS 37; 302). South to lat 20“N., the arbitr^ 
boundary proposed by WHstlcr (ibid. 38: 675) between this and the penin- 
*ular form (507). Birds from Orissa and northeastern Andhra Pradesh may 
M*cll pass for cither race. Affects e^•c^g^ccn and moist-deciduous biotope — 
plains and foothills normally up to c. 300 metres, occasionally to 600 m. 
Partial to secondary jungle with a scattering of large Ficus and other wild 
fruit trees. 

Fxtrelwdicl. Burma to central Tcnasscrim, northern Thailand, Indo- 
chinese countries, 

- ^ general HABm. Keeps singly or in pairs and parties of 5 or 6, some- 
tunes joining up in small feeding flocks up to 20 or so in large fruit-laden 
trees; seldom in larger numbers the smaller g re en pigeons (Trnrn). 
Gcnde and sociable, not blustering and quarrelsome Hkr them while feed- 
mg. Has the .common green pigeon habit of sunning itself with fluffed 
plumage on the leafiess tops of tall tr ees in. the early* morning and before 
sunset. Flight svdft and powerful in spile of the seemingly leisurely' wing- 
beats; accompanied by a noisy dattcring of the uings wben first laundiing 
out ofa tree. FKes high and well above the tree-tops when birds commuting 
between favourite fcabng Commonly' descends to the ground to 

<frink znd pick earth pellets at salt-licks. The male has a spectacular seesaw 
aerial display during the breeding -season, reminiscent of the Roller 
(GTTCficx) and also the BlackbclHed Finch-Lark (Errran^frrar), very rimilar 
to that of jerdon’s Imperial Pigeon (51 1), q.v. He also has a bowing display, 
as common to many pigeons, consisting of a mo\*emcnt in which the head 
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is lowered quickly on to the breast so that the crown and nuchal region is 
frontally presented.' 

FOOD, Exdus5\*ely frugivorous. Ficus figs the staple, but most other Mild 
fruits eaten. Nutmegs (.\f>Tfr/ira) a favourite item; s>N-allowcd entire, the 
mace being digested and the nutmeg voided later through the mouth. 
Gape, lo^s■cr mandible (whidi is '\%ider at base than upper) and gullet 
enormously extensible and capadous, capable of negotiating fruits of up to 
c. 4 cm. diameter with ease. 

VOICE and calls. Of several deep, resounding, ratlier vcntriloqtustic 
notes xruck-wuck-itcor, or icurk-ttvar-irwr-ircxTr-iroor ending in a peculiar 
prolonged rollicking which sounds singularly like jeering laughter! 

BREEDiNC. Season overall March to June, aberrantly' somcw'hat earlier or 
later; principal months April and May. AV-rl, a skimpy unlined platform of 
interlaced t%N-igs through which the contents often \isiblc from bdow; plaod 
up In a leafy sapling in forest, usually' under c. 10 metres from the ground. 
Eggs, normally 1, rardy 2, white, elliptical, slightly glossy'. Average size of 
22 eggs 45*4 X 33'5 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share ncst-building and 
incubation; incubation period undetermined. 

Mesztm Diacnosu. Differs from the peninsular Indian and Ceylon race pasiQa 
(507) only in bcir»g clinally larger. Sec Key to the Subspedcs; for details of plumage ^ 
Baker, loc. dL 

KEASURZilZNTS 

• ^p 9 IVing 212-254 mm. In ntxtheru birds sddom under 224 mm.; Bengal 
and Orissa birds sddom under 220 mm.*— Baker. 

In 6 o? from Eastern Himalayas: IVing 232-248 mm.; bill (from skull) 31-34 
mm, — WTmtIer. 

COLOCRS OP BABE PARTS, Iiis deep red, tnaroon-red, or crimson BUI white at 
tip, bluish svhite in the centre, purplish red oa basal half and cere. Legs and feet 
doB purple-red to lake red, rardy' deep coral-red; claws reddish homy brown. 

507. Southern Green Imperial Pigeon. Ducula cenea pusilla (Blyth) 

Cerpe^^ga pssills Blyth, 1849, Jour. Asian Soc. Bengal 18: 816 (Nilgiris) 

Baker, FBI No- 1848, Vol 5: 209 

sjocja. NASoa. Meka dZa MEU grrpa (Smhala); Periya pure (Tamil); 
Kciared gueze (Tdugu); Mesx pracUf Pegems (Malayalam). 

SIZE- Same as 506; length c, 43 cm. (17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of thc northcm race 506 q.v. Sec Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DXTTRiBUTiON and HABITAT. Resident; locally' common, moving 
about with r^>ening of wild firuits. Ceylon and peninsular India north to 
20®N. lat, thc arbitrarily fixed boundary between it and 505. In the Penin- 
sula chiefly in thc Eastern and \Vcstcm Ghats [no^ to near Bombay 
(Basscia,c. IS^OTv. lat.) — JBNHS 40: 377] and associated hHl ranges in 
appropriate biotope; in Cey'lon in the low-country Wet and zones. 

* For a dacugSoo ca Its rigai Seance in phy lo g eg y , see Good^rin, Derek, I9S6, Tir A-*- 
83 0): 117-23, 
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Affects c%Trgrecn and moist-deciduous plains and foothills forest, normally 
to e, 300 metres j somewhat higher with availability of food. Partial to 
secondary jungle dotted about with large Ficus and other wild fruit trees. 

CEKERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Same as in the northern race 
(506). In Ceylon the birds collect in flocks of 6 to 30 or more after the breed- 
ing season and appear to have regular roosting places whence they issue in 
the morning to their feeding grounds, often scv'cral miles away (Parker, H., 
1881, SF 9: 481), fl>’ing high above the tree-tops. Among food items other 
than Ficus figs and nutmegs (Afjru^fro), specifically recorded arc berries of 
the Marking Nut or Bibba (Sermcarpus anacardium) and buds of mangroves 
(Acieennia spp.). 

BREEDIKO. Season^ in south India (Kerala, Mysore, etc.) principally 
February to June; in Ceylon December to May, chiefly during December. 
Kest — a flimsy platform of twigs, and eggs — normally a singleton, white, 
smooth, elliptical — as in 506. Average size of 7 eggs (Kerala and Ceylon) 
43*1 X 34*1 ram. (Baker). 

hfusEU»f DiACKOsn. DifTcn from the northern ^Ivatica (506) only in being 
clinally smaller; sec Key lo the Subspecies. 

UEASURZSIENTS 

* cJ’V ^Ving 200-220 mm. Ceylon birds do not exceed 216 mm. and most arc 
under 2 10 mm.’ — Baker. 

8 specimens from Ceylon, Kerala, and M>’sore give 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

3 cJ'd' 210-214 31-32 2B-32 131-140 nun. 

5 9 9 202-217 28-32 27-30 , 131-140 mm. 

(SA, HW) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 506. 


508. Nicobar Green Imperial Pigeon. Ducula'aenea ntcobarica (Pelzeln) 

Carpophaga insvlans Blyth, 1858, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 27: 270 (Nicobar Islands). 
Nomm nudum 

Carpophaga aenea var. ntcobarica Pelzeln, 1865, Rcise * Novara ’ Zool. Th. I: 105, 
V 6 g. (Nicobars). Restricted by Abdulali to Car Nicobar, 1967, JBNHS 64: 164 
Baker, FBI No. 1849, Vol. 5: 210 (= insularis) 

LOCAL KAUES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. JungIcCrowjlcngthc.47cm. (18Jin.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large stout arboreal fruit pigeon, very similar to 
506 but purer grey overall with dark metallic bluish- or ptirplish green back 
and tail (above), and dingy brown under tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Racc pccuUar to the Nicobar 
group of islands south of the Ten Degree Channel. Has been procured on 
the follomng by Hume (SF 2: 262): Comorta, Nanco>vry, Katchall, 
Trinkat, Bompol^, Tcrcssa, Tillanchang, Treis, Trak, Pilu Milu, Chowra, 
Meroe, Batti Malv and Kondul; and on Car Nicobar and Great Nicobar 
by Abdulali (JBNI^S 61: 525). Resident; possibly moving back and forth 
between islands not too widely separated. Common and abundant to the 
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point of s^vanning on some of the islands not yet subjected to heavy de- 
forestation for human settlement. Affects lofty’ evergreen forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD. As in 506 and the other races, qq.v. 

VOICE and calls. A deep low coo (Sewell); *(1) a deeper and longer 
ghoom than in arJamanicai ( 2 ) a koo-o follo^ved by a Kukku-kukku more 
Hkc an owl than a pigeon* (Abdulali). 

BREEDING. Vcry little information. •S’rcjon, eridcntly February and 
March. Apparently the only nest known was a loosely put together platform 
of nvigs * built on a dried-up fruit branch in a coconut palm e. 20 ft. from the 
ground * (Davison, SF 2: 263). It contained a single white egg measuring 
‘1*9 X 1 ’39 * indies (= 48*2 X 34*8 mm.). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the north Indian race (506), with which 
Andaman birds were hitherto induded, in having the grey of the head and undcr- 
parts purer, without the pinkish tinge; the green of the upperparts is darker and 
more blue; tail more blue and darker both above and below; under tail«co\’crts 


dingy brovsTi. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

' BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 

c? 9 222-260 

(from feathers) 
c. 25-31 

25-30 

152-177 mm. 

6 253-265 

_ 


(Baker) 
157-169 mm. 

Cav. 257) 
399 246-250 

_ 


(av. 161.5) 
152-158 mm. 

(av. 248) 



(av. 155) 

Weight 1 lb. to 1 lb. 12 

02 . (454-795 gm.) t 

— Hume. 

(Abdnlab) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IHdes Variable, sometimes pale ruby red; cydids pale 
lavender. Bill pale plumbeous, paler on tip and darker on cere and base. Legs and 
feet dull deep pink, pinkish red or livid purple (Hume). 


508a. Andaman Green Imperial Pigeon. Ducula aenea andamanica 
Abdulali 

Ducula aenea andamanica Abdulali, 1964, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist, Soc. 61 (2): 414 
(Betapur, Middle Andamans) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Not rccordcd. 

SIZE. As 506; length c. 43 cm. (17 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of thc north Indian race 506, q.v. Sec Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Racc pccuHar to the Andaman 
Islands evidently south to thc Ten Degree Channel. Common throughout 
thc group. Affects tall evergreen forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 506. 

FOOD. Items specifically recorded arc large yellow flowers and, fruits of 
an unidentified tree, and fruits of Sidcroi^'lon longepetiolalumf Myrisiica anda» 
manico, Calamus pseudorivalis^ and Ficus infecloria (Abdulali, JBNHS 61 ; 525)* 
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VOICE and CALLS, *A loud qoo and sometimes a more guttural qroo, 
uttered once, twice or thrice.* Abdulali also considered this species probably 
responsible for a deep wkoom, often in answer to one calling gr-groo, thc first 
gr resembling thc beginning of a hiccup ’ (ibid.). 

BREEDiNo. SeasoHj February to May; aberrantly somewhat earlier or 
later. Nest and eggs as in 506 with which Andamans birds were hitherto 
included. 

Museum Diagnosis, Slightly larger than thc north Indian racc 506. Differs 
also in being greener above, tvith the red coppery bronze less brilliant. Forehead and 
throat whiter; under tail-coverts deeper chestnut-maroon, 

MEASUREME?«S 

Wing 13 o'er 222-257 (av. 236); 899 212-240 (av. 227) mm. 

Tail 5 ^<51 155-161 (av. 157*6); 499 137-146 (av. 142*25) mm. 


COLOimS OP BARE PARTS. As in 506. 


(Abdulali) 


509. Pied Imperial Pigeon. Ducula bicolor (Scopoli) 

Columba bicolor Scopoli, 1786, Del. Flor. et Faun. Insubr., fasc, 2:94 
(‘ Nova Guina *, i.c. New Guinea) 

Baker, FBI No. 1850, Vol. 5:211 
Plate 48, fig. iO 

LOCAL NAME. Afl/uia .(Car Nicobax). 

SIZE. Pigeon -b; length c. 41 cm. (16 in.). 

held aiARACTE^. A uniqucly coloured large arboreal fruit pigeon : 
overall treamy white with sharply contrasting jet black flight feathers and 
broad tail-tip. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Abundant resident in thc Nicobars 
but not so generally distributed as D, a. nicobarica\ possibly wandering to thc 
smaller islands only in search of food. Rare in the Andamans, possibly only 
a seasonal visitor; also in Great Coco, and Barren Is. (Hume). Fairly 
common on Narcondam where may be resident (B. B. Osmaslbn). Affects 
mangro\*e swamps and tall evergreen forest near the shore. 

Exiralimital. ‘ Philippines, eastward to thc Aru Islands and islands w'cst 
of New Guinea * (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in small parlies to high trcc-toi», forming into 
large flocks of 50 or 60 birds where food is plentiful. On some islands 
abundant to thc point of swarming and remarkably tame. On Treis I. 
Hume s p>arty' bagged 50 together with a smaller number of D. a. nicobarica 
in a single fusiUadc ! (r. 1874, SF 2: 84), and they were equally plentiful on 
Trak 1. Reported c\’cn now to be very’ numerous and tame on some of thc 
less disturbed islands of Uic Nicobar group. Very’ conspicuous on the wing 
against background of dark trees, but coloration amazingly obliterative 
when bird perched high up within tlic foliage canopy >vith patclies of 
sunlight filtering llirough the dense leaves. Flight strong and direct, ac- 
companied by a loud clatter of wings when launching out of a tree. Has the 
same bowing display as Duncia aenea (506), q.v. Aerial tbiplay, if any, not 
known. 

i 


FOOD. Exclusively frugivorous; chiefly wild figs (Ficus) and nutmegs 
(Mjrisiica). As in D. aenea gape and gullet enormously extensible, ridi- 
culously large nutmegs being swallowed entire, two or thicc being accom- 
modated in thc crop at a time — a seemingly impossible physical feat. Tlic 
mace is digested, thc nut being later voided orally. 

VOICE and calls. Rathcrinadequatclydcscribcdas *aclu>ckliiigA»-^»-//K* 
(Butler). Apparently rather silent, though H.A reports an oficn-rcpcalcd nu- 
CToo, reminiscent of a domestic pigeon’s. 

BREEDING. rcportcdlyjanuar)' to March. B. B. Osmaslon (JBNHS 

18: 201) found some 50 nests in Fcbmary on South Sentinel I. (f. 1| km. 
long, 2 km. broad) NW. of Little^ Andaman, each containing a single 
egg — sjomc fresh some partly incubated. Nest, the usual flimsy slick plat- 
form through which thc contents visible from below; mostly 7 or 8 metres 
up in trees. Egg, pure while, fairly glossy, somewhat elongated ellipse. 
Average size of 28 eggs 45*7 X 30*5 (Osmaston). Share of die sexes in 
ncst-building and incubation, and period of incubation, not recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Disiinciivc white and black coloration. No naked skin rottnd 
eye; lores fully feathered. Tail much sliorter than in Ducula a. n/cobaricn. lor details 


of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o’ 9 f. 218-231 

23-26 

(from skull) 

V. 26-29 

c. 125-135 mm. 
(Baker) 

4 cTt? 233-238 
(Nicobars) 

26-28 

26-27 

127-133 mm. 
(SA) 


Weight 2 d'd’ 465, 510; 1 9 475 gm. (Crubh). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis dark brown. Bill leaden blue, the tip darklsl 


horny or dark plumbeous. Legs and feet pale imalt-bluc (Davison). 

Ducula dadia (Rallies) 

Key to the Subspecie* 

A Back broisTi with no purple lint D. b. cuprta 

B Back brown >vith slight purple tint 1 

I CroKs’n and hind-neck both lilac.*. D. b. insignis 

Crovk’n grc)', contrasting wth libc hindneck D. b. griseicapilta 

510. Hodgson’* or Nepal Maroonbacked ImperijJ PJgeoa. 

Ducula badia insignis Hodgson 

Duetda Insignis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19 (1): 162, pk 9 (Nepal) 

Ducula baJia earolinat Ripley, 1953, Pojtilla, Yale Peabody Mus. No. 17: 1-2 
(Phek, eastern Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1843, Vol. 5; 203 
PUte 48, tig. 15 

LOCAL NAStZJ. DukuT OT Dukul (Nepal, Sikkim); Femsi (Lepcha); Lit pago'na 
(Assam); //kbsj (Pahsria). 

SIZE. Jungle Crow -f; length c. 51 cm. (20 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A Urge gTcyish brown forest pigeon doscly resembl- 
ing Green Imperial on the wing but readily distinguished from it by larger 
size and whitish under tail-covcrts. ' 

Adult. Abovef exown and hindneck lilac. Back and scapulars maroon- 
tinged copper-brown; rump and upper tml-coverts ashy grey. black 
and brownish grey. Below, sides of head grey; throat white; Jareast and 
underparts vinous-grey. Under aspect of tail grey with a broad black 
subtexrmnal band. Under tail-covcrts buff. Sexes alike. 

Young (inunamre). Duller than adult: ^upperparts without the 
copper-purple' tint; upper wing-coverts edged with chestnut. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident; -with local movements 
governed by ripening of wild fruits. Eastern Himalayas from W. Nepal (?), 
Sikldro, Bhutan and through NEFA; from the tend and foodulls to 
r, 2300 m. Assam hills north and south of Brahmaputra R. Affects tall 
evergreen forest- Birds from upper Assam (especially the Margherita and 
Tirap area) tend towards the grc)’headcd Burmese race griseicapilla. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to Ducula cema (506), q.v. Keeps in small 
flocks of up to 15 or 20 birds to heavy forest, rarely venturing into scrub 
jimgle as aenea often does. Descends to drink, and at salt-licks. Sits high up 
in lofty trees hidden among the foliage canopy and is mostly seen only 
when flighting high above the tree-tops from one feeding ground to another. 
Flight swift and powerful but with seemingly Idsurely wing-beats — rather 
crow-like in distant silhouette. Early mornings and ^ainlate afternoons 
the birds sit quicdy sunning tbcmscfves on bare tree-tops high above the 
forest, flying off. quickly and silently to thrir roost soon after the shado^v's 
have fallen. Bowing display in breeding season consists of the male advanc- 
ing along a branch tovrar^ his mate cooing rigorously uk^ook . . . ook with 
lowered head and inflated throat. Each ook uttered with a deep bow, bill 
, pointing groundiv'ard. Galls often followed by a spectacular aerial (hsplay; 
the bird launches out from the top of a dead tree, and after a few rapid 
wing-beats he sweeps vcrtically'upward for e. 6 or 8 metres vdth closed 
wings, using only the momentum. At peak of zoom reverses abruptly, bill 
pointing downward, and nose-dives \rith wings pulled in at the sides and 
tail expanded, for about the same distance. At bottom of dive, flattens out 
and flaps rigorously using the momentum to zoom vertically upward once 
more and repeat the performance. The manocmTC repeated two or three 
times, the bird thereafter re-settling on some nearby dead tree. This s^vitcih- 
back aerial display very similar to Green Imperial’s, and reminiscent of 
both Roller {Coracias) and BlackbelHed Hnch-I^k {EremopteTix)^ 

FOOD. Exclusively frugivorous ; very largely wild figs (Ftcur) and nutmegs 
{Mjnstica), s^vallowcd entire. Gullet and gape enormously extensible, as in 
506. 

VOICE and calls. Quite distinct from Green Imperial’s. A deep, booming 
far-carrying and rather mohmful uk-ook ook (or gu~goo .... goo); 
uttered with tail slightly depressed, nunp arched, head bowed, and throat 
inflated. * 

BREEDDfo. Season, March to August; possibly has tw'O broods. J{est, the 
characteristic skimpy platform of interlaced twigs, 5^ to 8 metres up in a 
sapling in forest. Egg, normally a singleton — very rarely 2 — white. 
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elliptical, fairly glossy. Average size of 22 eggs 46*2 X 33*5 mm. (Baker). 
Boi sexes* take part in nest-building and incubation; incubation period 
undetermined. Birds sit- very' close, usually Ica\*ing nest only when climber 
within a metre or so. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. ciL; for the sub- 
fperies, Kc>*. 

Fresh skins are so different in tone from old specunens in collections that at first 
glance it is difficult to assign them to the same race. The oxidation process inherent 
in • foxing * has turned the upperparts of old sldns into brown and copper-coloured 
and taVi-n away the greyish bloom of the fiesh sldn. 


MEASUREMENTS 



• Wing 

£01 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(?9 

228-259 

f. 25-27 

(from skull) 

c. 25-32 nun. 

(Baker) 

2 99 

242-245 

30-35 

29-32 

176-187 mm. 
(SA) 

COIOUSl op 

BAB£ PAR-n, 

Iris pale- to bluish 

grey; orbital sldn purple-grey, 


purer grey next the eye. Bill pale brown, white at tip; cere and base of upper mand- 
ible fleshy purple or dull carmine. Legs and feet dull cherry-red; claws pale brovi*n. 


511. Jerdon^s or SontHern Maroonbacked Imperial Pigeon. 

Ducvla badia cuprea (Jerdon) 

Ccxpephaga m/rra Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. Sd. 12: 12 (Wy-naad) 

Baker, FBI No. 1845, VoL 5: 205 

LOCAL NAME. Mcmtx pTotu (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Crow length f. 43 cm. (17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large forcst pigeon, dull olive-brown or liver- 
brown above wnth pale greyish lilac head, ned: and undciparts. Sexes* alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTiOK and HABITAT. Resident, ^vith seasonal local and 
altitudinal movements depending on wild fruit ripening. The Western 
Ghats and assodaied hills (Nilgiri, Palni, etc.) in Kerala, western Mysore 
(Malnaad) north to about Bclgaum ^d Goa (c. lat. 1 6®N.) . Affects ever- green 
forcst up to c. 2000 metres. Allied occurrence in Ceylon not confirmed. 

One of the peculiar discontinuoiuly distributed Indo-^Ialayan forms 
separated from its nearest east-Himalay'an relative by at least 1800 km. of 
ecologically unsuited country. ‘ 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the Nepal facc (510), q.v. 

BREEbiNo. Season, chiefly January to May. Kest, the typical flimsy pigeon 
structure — a skimpy platform of interlaced twigs through which the 
contents usually visible from below. Built in small trees, tangles of creepers 
draping them, or occasionally on the branches of bigger trees, bct%vecn 
r. 5 and 8 metres up. Egg, normally a singleton, white, elliptical, fairly 
glossed. Average size of 12 eggs 44*4 X 34*6 mm. (Baker). Incubation by 
both sexes; period undetenmned. 
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Mdsioti DiAmosB. Under ua<overO freckled vdth dusky; white on chm and 
throat more restricted thin in 510 or 512. See also Key to the Subspeda; for detaHi 


of plumage Baker, loc. oL 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

cJi? 221-240 29-34 31-34 

Tails longer in males. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Itii brown; cyclids magenta. Bill horny brown 
magenta on cere and base of upper mandible. Legs and feet magenta; claws horny 
brown. 


Tml 

164-183 mm. 
(SA, HW’) 


512. Greyheaded Imperial Pigeon. Duada badia gnsekapUla Waldeti 
Ducula grisncapilla Walden, 1875, Ann. and hiag. Nat. Hist. (4), 16: 228 
(Karen lElls, between 4000 and 4200 feet) 

Baker, FBI No.'1844, Vol. 5: 204 

1S3CAI. NASezs. DoohukuTuma gagao (Cachar); lunnkuru gaherba (Katcha Naga); 
ZdCT^fcotu (Maniprir, for w3d pigeons generally). 

SIZE. As of Nepal Maroonbacked Imperial (510); length c. 51 cm. 
(20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large gTcyish brown forcst pigeon like 510 but 
with a purer grey head; indistinguishable from it in the field. Sec Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION an d HABITAT. Qucfiy cxtr a li Tni t a i, occuning only 
along the Burma border, in Nagaland, Manipur, and Mizo lEUs (?), bjUihe 
birds here largely intermediate. Affects tall evergreen forcst up to r. 2300 m. 

Burma and SW, Ytmnaa fo N. Tensssaiza, Thailand and 
all the Indochinese countries. 

general HABITS and FOOD. Asof510,q.v. ^ ^ « r-t 

VOICE and calls. As in 510; specifically described in Burma as cjtck 
zchroom icAroom, the prcliimnary click only heard at close range but the oUier 
two notes deep and resounding * (Smythics et a/., JBNHS 44. 230). 

BREEDING. Scason, Dcst and egg (singleton) as in 510. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the cast Hinialayaii race vuigns in having 
crown and sides of head pure French-grey, darker than underparts and contras^g 
itrongly with lilac of hindneck. Upper back and smaller wing-coverts more coppery; 
rump darker and less grey in vtsigais. 

**^asuremznts. As in 510 (Baker). 

Wdght of 2 o'cfi 1 lb. 4 OE- (c- 580 gm.) and 1 lb. 7 ox. (e. 665 gm.) respectively; 

9 9 ''irigh somewhat less (Davison). ^ 

colours of, bare parts. * Iris whidsK Bill cerise, tip plumbeous-btown. Feet 
dun cherry-red ’ (SDR). 

, Genus Coluuba 

Cohanha liimacus, 1758. S>-sL NaL. cd. 10, 1: 162. Type, by subsequent 'de- 
r^ffeadoa, CWarda cenas linnaem (Vigors, 1825). 

dhacrear Bl>th, 1842, Jour. AtiaL Soc. Bengal 11: 461. Type, by monotypy, 
Cp/caia ptaderss Blyth. 


lanShoenas Rcichcnbadi, 1852, Nat S>’st. VOg.: 25. Type, by original designation, 
Columba ianikina Temminck Sc SchlegeJ. 

DerJrotrmn Blyth, 1843, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 12: 937. T>'pc, by monotype*, 
Colwnia hodgsomi Vigors. 

* Tail short or of moderate length, square or very slightly rounded. ^V^lg5 long and 
pointed reaching to. or almost to, the end of tail in most species. Tarsus bare, shorter 
than middle toe with claw, the upper part overhung by feathers. Feet without broad 
padded soles as in fruit pigeons; well adapted for walking. Nostrils narrow and 
obliquely set \h the swollen cere. 


Key to the Species 

A Neck-feathers acuminate and lengthened, tipped with same colour as 


crown. .C7. hodgserai 

B Neck-feathers not as above. 1 


1 Plumage deep chestnut above and below, head grej-ish white .... 

C. pvTticea 

Plumage ptirple-black above; whole head grey, no spangled collar 


on hindneck C. pedumhoides 

Plumage not as above a 

a Tail less than tw'O-thirds length of wing I 

Tail more than two-thirds II 

1 \Mute band across dorsal surface of tail a* 

No w'hite band across tail a’ 

a* Head and forcneck grey C. ra^Im 

Head and foreneck black ..C. Uuemota 

a* Head lilac, large area of naked skin around e:>’e C.erersTrjmm 

Head purple-grey, area armmd eye not as zhovn C. licia 

II ^Vhite band across and under taff C. palumbvs 

No white band a* 

a* Crown lilac C. toningUmi 

Crown dove-grey b‘ 

b* Upp erpa rts red-brown C. elphinstomi 

Upperparts slate-grey C. pdldhricoUis 

Columba leuconota Vigors 
Key to the Subspecies 

Upper baci'li^t brown C.L Irjceriota 

Upper back paler and more grc>’, less brown C. 1. gredaia 
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513. West mmalayan Snow Pigeon. Columba Uuconola Uuconoia \ugors 

Cebtmba leaeonata Wgors, 1831, Doc. Zool. Soc. London, pL 1 : 23 
(Himalayas, type probably from Nepal) . 

Baker, FBI No. 1858, Vol. 5: 224 
■ Plate 48, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. BuJCJ (Chamba) ; CkrS ketSr (Kashmir); Lho pea rerjsep (Lepriia); 
£ja dsn (Bhutea), 



210 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 3: 121-124 


PIGEONS, DOVES 


121 


SIZE. PigeonJ length c.S4 cm. (13J in.),' 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A partioolourcd brown and white Himalayan 
pigeon reminiscent of the domestic bird. In o\'crhead flight the white b^y 
and blackish head arc pointers; when Ajing below observer’s level the 
blackish head, bro^^’n back, white rump-patch, grey svings with 3 dark 
ban, and blacHsh tail with a narrow svhitc subtenninal band, arc diagnostic 
features. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Feathers of upperpaits and wings with narrow 
pale buff* margins. White of underparts sullied with buff. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident in the Himala>'as chiefly 
bct\^'ecn 3000 and 5000 metres; descending lov^•er in winter to c, 1500 m. 
(occasionally to e. 750 m.). From the Afghan frontier in NW. Pakistan 


Colismba teuconota 



eastward dirough Kashmir, Garhwal, Kumaon and Nepal to eastern 
Sikkim, where intergrading with gradaria (514) takes place. Docs not extend 
far north into the desolate Tibetan Plateau. Affects rock cliffs and steep 
gorges in the alpine zone and above the snow Hne. 

ExtralhuicI, The Aim Mountains and the Pamirs in SW. Turkestan. 

GENERAL HABITS. S imilar to thosc of the %vild Blue Rock Pfgcon (517), 
living and roosting in colonies on cljfEi ; sometimes also perching on adjacent 
trees. Keeps in pairs and small parties in summer, feeding on open boulder 
screes and grassy slopes, or on the edge of melting snow patches. Gathers in 
large restless flocks in winter, often of 150 birds or more, flying about 
incessantly or gleaning in freshly sown wheat and barley fields around 
mountain villages. Whilst feeding the birds run about brisUy like sheep at 
grass, often forming a close-packed jostling phalanx, each bind eager to be 
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the first to investigate new groimd. Coloration remarkably oblitcniti\t on 
gravelly soil c\'cn at dose range, particularly amongst piebald patches of 
melting sno^v. In summer reported to feed higher up in the c\*cnings 
^ in the mornings on patches of bare groimd whence the snow has melted 
during the day. FL'^t, typical of pigeons, strong and direct, wth rapid 
wing-beats. Flapping flight rather reminiscent of Cotton Teal; ivhcn sailiog 
gracefully round contours of cliffs, of Ashy Swallo^s'-Shrikc. 

FOOD. Chiefly .weed seeds (once 16 gm. in a crammed crop), barley 
and other cultivated grain; bulbils ^of Poljgortum etc.). Meinertzhagea 
found crops stuffed with green food such as crocus bulla and other 
roots, small hard seeds, and a large quantify of quartzite grit. 

VOICE and calia. Described as ‘ a repeated croak, not »n1iVi« ^ 
hiccough *, apparently very different from the normal of a pigeon. * On 
taHng flight and alighting a prolonged, high-pitched and tremulous C 99 
reminiscent of the note of the common myna when taking wing * (IV. H. 
Matthews). 

BREZDiNo. SeasoTif principally May to July. A'bt, the chatactcrisdc 
skimpy platform of a few tivigs, or sometimes a little matted straw and a 
few feathers. Placed on inaccessible ledges of clifis and in rock caves and 
fissures, often in large colonics. Eggs, 2, white, smooth-textured. Average 
size of 40 eggs 40*3 X 29*1 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes in the domestic 
chores, and period of incubation, undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dL 

MEASUREMENTS 

IVing _ Bin Tarsus Tail 

(&Dm skull) 

o' 9 240-258 <-.24-25 c, 31-35 122-137 mm. 

(SA) 

W<^ht3 o'cJ* 277-300 ; 3 9 9 255-307 gm. (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris Icmon-yellow. Bin homy hrmsm; cere magenta- 
brown. Legs and feet reddish pink; class's homy bixnvn. 

514. EaslHimalayan Snow Kgeon. Colmnba leuamola gradcaia Hartert 
Coltmiia leucoTxota gradaria Hartert, 1916, Nov. Z 00 I. 23; 85 (Sixngpon, Szechuan) 
Bakta-. FBI No.* 1859, VoL 5: 225 

LOCAL NAMES. Iho ptu jaiiitp (Lcpcha); Bya dm (Bhutea). 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 34 cm. (13^ in.).- 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A particolouTcd b^o^vn and white Himalayan high- 
altitude pigeon, indistinguishable in the field from 513. See Key and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRjBunoN and HABiTA'r, Resident in the Himalayas from 
extreme eastern Sikkim eastward through Bhutan and NEFA, between 
c, 3000 and 4500 m.' in summer, descending to c. 1500 or lower in hard 
winters. Does not extend far north into the Tibetan Plateau- Affects rocky 
clifis and gorges in the alpine zone and above the sno^v line. 

This eastern population differs from the west Himalayan only clinally. 
Birds from eastern SUddm (and Chumbi Valley, Tibet) are intermediate, 
sho^ving a gradual intergrading betsvecn the two forms. 
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Extralimital, Mountains of E, Tibet and W, China from the eastern 
Nan Shans south through Kansu and Szechuan .to Yunnan and extreme 
I'TW. Burma (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 513, q.v. 

BREEDING. As in 513. 

Museum Dzagnoso. Bizds from the eastern end of its range (Kansu and Szechuan) 
arc somewhat larger and paler, with the head more slaty grey less blackish. In 
freshly moults plumage the underparts are washed \vith pale gre)’ish. Abdomen 
pale grey*, darkening on under tail-coverts. 

MEASUREMENTS 

17 (from Kansu and Szechuan) give Wing 241-260 (av. 248) mm. agmmt 

20 (Ji o' from thewetem end ofthe range of nominate Uuamota (Punjab Himalayas) 
235-248 (av. 240-5) mm. — Vaurie, 1965. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 513. 


515. Turkestan EffU Pigeon. Columba rupfstris turkeslamea BuUitUxi 

Columia rvpcstris turkestaraca Buturlin, 1908, Om. Mooatsb. 16: 45 (Altai). New 
name for CoUimba rvpestris pallida Rothschild & Hartert, preoccupied 
Baker, FBI No. 1857, Vol. 5i 222 

Plate 48, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Toica kahlSf (Turki); Angoa, Ankhu, Own (Tibetan). 

SIZE. Blue Rock PigeonJ length r. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A high-altitudc HunaUiy'an pigeon, very similar to 
the familiar Blue Rock (517) but readily distinguished from it by much 
paler upper plumage and whitish imdcrparts; in flight also by a broad 
white band across middle of blackish tail — a pattern similar to snow 
pigeon’s. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident in the Himalayas usually 
above the range of /iria, in Gilgit, Chitral, Ladakh, Kashmir, Lahul, Splti 
and through Garhwal eastward to Sikkim (not recorded in Nepal); between 
c. 3000 and 5500 m. in summer, to lower clcv’ations in winter, occasionally 
dm\'n to c. 1500 m. Affects rocky cliffs and gorges and open rugged country*, 
chiefly the northern slopes of the Himalayas in Tibetan Plateau fades. 

Extralirmlal, Russian Altai, south through Turkestan and w'cstcm Tibet. 
' CE.NERAL HABiTB, livcs in colonic on crags and prcdpiccs at high 
altitudes, usually within commudng distance from upland villages -whefc 
it resorts to feed in the surrounding culd\*alion. Has been recorded making 
daily \isils to Everest mountaineers* camps up to c. 6100 metres. Usually 
tame and imafraid of man, mmung about and picking grain and dung 
amongst the muleteers’ bivouacs. Flocks commonly met with also along 
beaten mule tracks and trade route picking up grains spilt during trans- 
port; xTsits high mountain passes to glean the \*otivc grain scattered by 
dcs'oul pilgrims and tra\*cllcrs. Unlike snow pigeon, also frequents deserted 
crumbling dwellings where a\*ailable. Feeds chiefly* in the morning and 
afternoon, silting about on cliffs and ledge during the day. Bowing display 
superficially to Bloc Rock Pigeon’s, but not specifically* studied. 
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Dbiribulional rmje i C. r.-n-fcslri, (RE), a C. r. 


FOOD. CUefly gnxn shoots of crops, grain of oats and barley, and 

brooded. A'irt, the typical scanty p.geon platform of a f^ 
matted with cnecreta, placed in a hole or, fissure m a cliff face — somcn^ 
“^e pM ..one waU of a deserted dwelling: usnaUy 

nests near one another, in a colony, fgjr, 2 , white, OTMth-totur^ 
Ar^ge size of 50 egg, 37-0 X 27-5 mm. (Baler). Share ofthe seses in the 

domatic chores and incubation period not recorded. 

MoszOTI DiACnoso. See Key. Wnig very pointed: 1st primary (la) eqosl w 
2nd or longer. For dctaili of plumage see Baler, loe. dt. 

MEASUREMENTS — - 

^Ving Bm Tanus Tafl 

(from feathezs) 

^9 2.6-213 15-17 e. 25-28 *• - 

IVmgS d’d’ 230-240 (av. 233-4): 6 -9 V 219-228 (av.223-8) r^—Stroem^ 
OOLOOIS or BA«Z raa-rs. Iris deep orange. Bill rlaly blade, tinged on cere 
gape wilh plumbeous or floli colour. Legs and feet coral-red: daws homy. 

CoLUUBA uvXA Gmclin 
to the Sabepedt* 

Wing-cm-crti dove-grey wilh black edgings to secondana. . .... 

C. /. iMfkc/s 

\VInE-cmTrti inUrvudia 
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516. Blue Ti^toju'CoIumba livia negUcta Hume 

ColumharjgUcta Hume, 1873, wHendenon & Hume’s Lahore to Yarkand: 272 
(Ladak) 

Baker, FBI No. 1855, Vol. 5: 220 

LOCAL NAMts. KehuHr (Hindi); Kentmam (Pushtu); KSp^th, Chchi (Baluchi). 
K&ft&r (Persian) ; Win kotSr (Kashmir). 

SIZE. As of 517; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD characters. As of 517; indistinguishable from it in the field. 
Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, vath seasonal movements 
— chiefly altitudinal — in W. Pakistrin (GLlgit, Ghitral, N\V. fiomier 
districts, Baluclustan, Sind) and N^V. India (Ladakh, Kashmir, Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh) from plains level to c. 3300 m. up in the Himalavas. 
Possibly in a less pure and scmi-fcral foim over the greater part ofthc 
Peninsula.' Affects rocky gorges and precipices in the Himalayas in the 
neighbourhood of upland cultivation; also ruins and ancient forts about 
touTis and villages lower down and in the plains. 

Transcsspia and Turkestan^ south to S. fVrsia (Peters). 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 517, q.v, 

BREEDING. Seoson^ principally April to August but also at other times; 
except for the winter months at the higher altitudes. A'rr/, the t>*pical scanty 
pad of a few tirigs or bents often befouled and matted by the birds' drop- 
pings; placed in a hole or crevice of rock on inaccessible scarps at high ^ 
elevations; also in deserted ruins and crumbling forts lower dow'n. Eggs, 

2, white, smooth-textured. Average size of 48 eggs 38*5 x 28*7 mm! 
(Baker). Breeding biolog>" as in.5l7. 

hfuszuM Diagnosis. Paler and somewhat larger than intermedi^^ \viih the rump 
var>Tng from pure white to pale bluc-grcy. But the differences seem cHnal in charac- 
ter, and no boundary ^ween N\V. Indian and peninsular birds can be fixed. 

MEASURZMtrrrs 

Wing 10 cfc? 230-242 (av. 236); 10 9 9 218-241 (av. 228-1) mm. (Vaurte. 

1965). ; V 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 517. 

517. Indian Blue Rock Pigeon. Colamha liria inlennedia Sfri rVlan d 

Cbltnnia inUrmedia Strickland, 1844, Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hijl 13* 39 
(India » Calcutta) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 856, Vol. 5 : 22 1 
Plate 48, &g. 1 

LOCAL NA^. Kdhutdr (Hindi); Gold p^a (Bengali); Katr^tar, Pdrawd (Bihar); 
PdTvd (Marathi) ; Gudi pdrren (Tclugu) ; A'om dcata (Cachar) ; Mdda purd, Malai purd 
(Tamil); Galpcr^ja (Sinhala); Pdrevim (Gujarat); /rcro (htalayalam). 

SIZE. Length c. 33 cm. (13 in,). 

FTELD CHARACTERS. A familiar bluish grey pigeon ^^^th glistening 
metallic green, purple, and magenta sheen on upper breast and round the 
neck, and D.vo darkjaars on the wings. Sexes alike. 

» See 8iUm Ali, 1954, JBNHS 52: 425-9. 
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• STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, and locally abundant 
throughout the Indian Union, Nepal, Bhutrm, E. Pakistan, Ceylon and 
Laccadive Islands; plains and hills — up to at least c. 3000 m. in the 
Himala>"as, where it is a seasonal altitudinal migrant. Was introduced 
into Csfr Nicobar Island in c. 1898 but has apparently failed to become 
established (Abdulali, 1964, JBNHS 61 : 526). Affects rocky ciifls and 
gorges in the hills, old ruins, ancient forts on the cmmtryside, factory and 
warehouse sheds, residential and public*buildings, temples, railw'ay stations, 
etc. in populous citi«. 

Exiralimital, Burma, Thmland. 

GENERAL HABITS. In thc wtild State lives in colonies, roosting on ledges, 
and in fissures and holes in rock scarps, crumbling hill forts, andent ruins, 
or down the shafts of old wells. Some colonics roost in palm trees in wild 
date groves, and in groves of large trees near dllagcs. From here thc birds 
flight regularly back and forth, often considerable distances, in small 
parties or large flocks of sc\’cral himdrcd strong to feed in the monungs 
and afternoons, gleaning spilled grain in stubble fields and around rents’ 
threshing fioon. They* cause considerable local damage by digging out 
ncw’fy sos^Ti maize, pufsc and other ccrcafr, and afro to groundnut crops. 
Flight s\dft and powerful with rapid wing-beats and tail fairly fanned out; 
often followed by a graceful ssveep roimd contours of cliffs and upss’ard 
glide before alighting. Short flights from ledge to ledge on nesting cliffs by 
deliberate wide deep strokes (‘ delayed action *) and loud clapping together 
of wings above the bade — a form of display during the breeding season. 
In urban localities thc Blue Rock has degenerated into a scmi-fcral com- 
mensal of man, living in and about buildings in towns and cities, regularly 
fed at appointed places by pious dtizens, and leading a pampered life of 
indolent case. The birds become completely inured to thc din and bustle 
of the most congested bazaars and factories, roosting and nesting within the 
buildings regardless of thc inmates, and making an unmitigated nuisance, 
of themselves by the filthy mess thc>’ create. They interbreed freely with 
domesticated xarictics, producing a chaotic mi-xture of races. 

FOOD. Grains of maize, jo^va^, and other cereals, moong dal and other 
pulses; groimdnuts, weed seeds, small tubers and green shoots of ground 
crops. A quantity of grit usually present in stomachs. 

VOICE and calls. A deep goolr-goo, goctr-goo, etc. uttered by thc male 
with head bowed and throat puffed out w'hilc he turns round and round on 
his owTi axis in courtship or aggressive display. A deep, nasal goo^ goo, goo 
"by an unaccompanied bird — apparently both sexes — at nest site; a 
squeaky squealing by squab begging for food. 

BREEDING. Scoson not well defined, practically all year; mainly bct\recn 
May and July in the higher Himalayas, vaiydng locally elsewhere. In 
hcav^'-rainfall areas activities slacken between July and September. Double 
(or multiple ?) brooded. jVb/, the usual skimpy pad of bents, rubbish, and 
a few feathers, etc. often befouled and matted with the bird's droppings. 
Placed on sheltered ledges and in holes ‘and fissures in rock scarps and 
crumbling ramparts of hill forts; often in large colonies, the' nests sometimes 
huddled dose together. In urban locations holes and niches' in the sides of 
masonry and kutcha wells, rafters in factory and >varchouse sheds, cornices 
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in dw'cUIng-houscs and mosques, and similar places form favourite sites. 
Holes in trunks of palms and other large trees are frequently appropriated. 
EggSt 2, white, smooth-textured, elliptical. Average size of lOO eggs 36*9 X 
27*8 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share ncst-building, incubation, and tending 
the yoimg. Incubation period c. 16 days. Squabs fed on regurgitated pap of 
semi-digested grain mixed with a sccrcdon of the crop (‘ pigeon’s milk ’), 

Museot* Diagnosis. Subspecies inUmtdia distinguished by upper back, lower back, 
and rump bring concolorous dark bluish grey; in nfgfrcta (516) low< 3 - back and rump 
contrastingly white or gre)Tsh white. For details of plumage sec Baker loc. cit, 

UEA5UREUEKTS 


IVing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

14 o' 9 (Peninsula 

21^232 2-i-26 30~S5 97-115 mm, 

(19 25) (SA.HW) 

Wing (J'd’ 210-238; 9 9 202-232 mm. (Baler). 

COLOURS o? BARE BARTS. Iiis oraagc. Bill browmsh black; cere powdery greyish 
white. Legs and feet magenta; riawa brownish black. 

insbEixANEOUs. In many parts of India and Pakistan pigeons enjoy a 
certain amount of protection based on rdigious sentiment and arc passively, 
if not cheerfully, tolerated in mosques and temples despite the filthy mess 
they make on the floor. 


There are stories that have gained wide popular credence about the wild 
pigeons inhabiting the Vengurla Rocks off the Ratnagiri coast, and thc 
gigantic rock scarps flanking Gcisoppa or Jog Falls in Mysore. It is believed 
that thc birds lay up — or at least used to lay up — during the dry season 
a-regular granary in caves and hollows for monsoon consumption. In the 
case of Geisoppa the quantity of hoarded paddy was so large that thc right 
of coUeedng thc grain used to be auctioned by thc Bombay Government, 
a hundred yean or so ago, for Rs 500 annuaUy. It is alleged that 20 candies 
(f. 70 qumtals) or more were plundered at a time by a man lowered in a 
baskeh Since a misadventure which terminated the career of the last 
intrepid ^loiter in action, no one has evidently mustered enough nerve 
to tap this store. As the governmental records have all been dtstroyed after 
lupCTannuadon thc truth about the aUeged auction fee and other relevant 
details cannot now be traced. Believers offer no explanation of hosv the 
pigeons transported such vast quantities of paddy to Gersoppa over the 
many miles from the nearest paddy culdvation, or over the l5 km. or so of 
sea that ^arates Vengurla Rocks from the Konkan coast! Hosvever it 
TOUld inkling to learn the lactual bases of these two quim 

G. W., 1881, SF 9: 74; 5»t;m Ali, 

1943, JBNHS 44: 24-5.) 


518. Eastern Stock Pigeon* Columba nersTnanni Bonaparte 

Cclwjx&a eta tm a nni Bonaparte, 1856, Compt, Rend- Acad. ScL Paris 43; 838 
(^Ve 3 tem and central Asia) 

Baker, FBI No. I860, Vok 5: 226 
Plate 48, £tg. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Pohdri kdbuldr (Hindi); Ban pdxawS, Bagar (Bihar); Kdputh, Chari 
kdpuOt (Baluchi); Kdftor (all pigeons, Perrian). 

size. Pigeon — ; length c. 30 cm. (12 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Smaller and paler edition of the Blue Rock 
Pigeon, carily recognized on the ground and in flight by the dark grey 
rump contrasting with white lower back. In fading light flight silhouette 
confusingly like Ring Dove (534) but the comparatively shorter tail of thc 
pigeon usuaily decfrivc. 

Adult, overall ashy grc>'. Crown, hindneck and breast tinged with 
>dnou3 or lilac; sides of lower neck glossed metallic green and lilac shoiving 
up as a distinct patch of glossy purple-red on rithcr side. Three inlcmiptcd 
black bars on wing. Lower back pure ^vhitc; riunp, upper tail-coverts, and 
most of tail leaden grey; terminal third of tail blackish >vith a paler grey 
band across thc outer feathers. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRiBirnoN and habitat. Winter \'isitor and/or passage 
migrant, chiefly W. Pakistan (NW, frontier districts, Baluchistan, Sind). 
Less commonly also NW, India — recorded in Jammu and Kashmir, 


Columba trenmannl 



Punjab (Ludhiana and Ambala dists.); Uttar Pradesh (Lucknow and 
Gorakhpur dists.), and as far cast as Bihar (Darbhanga disL). Affects 
grtrv’cs of trees anudst open culti\*atcd country. 
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laoRATiON. ‘ Migrates in small flocks through Kohat in the latter half 
of April; probably also through the Kurram Valley** (Whitehead, 1911, 
JBNHS 20: 966-7). 

Extralimital. Turkestan from the Aral Sea to N* Afghanistan and cast to 
Zaissan-nor. For details of range sec Vauric, 1965 1 542. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of the Bluff Rock pigeon (517), q.y. 
Keeps in small parties or flocks, sometimes of a hundred or more. Roosts in 
poplar, mango or babool groves, feeding in the surrounding fields in the 
mornings and afternoons, often in company wth Blue Rocks, resting in Ac 
" trees during mid-day. Flight fast and direct but interrupted by lightning 
twists and turns when once thoroughly disturbed, the birds then afibrding 
a variety of diflicult shots and excellent sport wth the gun. 

FOOD. Ripening mulberries plucked from the trees. Maize and other 
cereals dug up in freshly sown fields or gleaned in stubbles after harvest. 

VOICE and calls. Not recorded in India. 

BREEDING. ExtraKiiut^. Colonial. Season^ May-June. the character- 
istic flimsy twig platform placed high up in a poplar tree, in a hollow in a 
trunk, or hole in an earthen cliff. Eggs, 2, white. 

MusEin! Diagnosis. See Key; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit. 

MEASUREMEtrrS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(J'Q 200-208 c. 16-19 e. 26-28 96-105 mm, 

(once 2 10) (from feathers) (Harlcrt) 

Wing 7 (fcT (Afghanistan) 197-205; 1 9 194 mm. Weight 183-234 gm. (Paludan). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS- Iris Ught ycIIow to goldcn brown; bare skin around eyes 
pale yellow. Bill greenish, slaty at base brownish at tip. Legs and feet pale flesh; 
claws homy brown. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and rather erratic v.-andcref 
and altitudinal migrant. W. Pakistan (Chitral, Gilgit, N'V. frontier dis- 
tricts, Salt Range, Baluchistan, Sind ?); and N^V. India (Jammu and 
Kashmir). In summer chiefly between c. 1500 and 3000 m.; in winter at 
lower altitudes. Affects wooded hillsides, \*allcys, and nullahs with firs, cai? 


Coiumhc paJvmbus 



3 C. p.'casioiis. 3 C, p. eitdsa (RE). 


519. Eastern Wood Pigeon or Cnshat. Columba palumbiu casiotis 
(Bonaparte) 

Palumb'us casiotis Bonaparte, 1854, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris 39: 1103 
(Chinese Tartary) 

' Baker, FBI No. 1861, Vol. 5: 227 

FUte 48, fig. 6 ] 

LOCAL NAMES. DflAnuif (Chamba) ; A'uiif (Kashmir) » S'lto’fl (Punjab). 

SIZE. Pigeon -h; length c. 43 cm. (c. 17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large, stout grcy and brown pigeon distinguished 
by a broken buff collar at sides of hindneck, find a broad whitish band 
across wing very prominent in flight. 

Adult. Above^ head and upper neck all round dark ashy grey with 
narrow bare red ring round eye. Sides of lower neck glossed metallic green 
and purplish red near the shoulders; a conspicuous buff spot (like broken 
half collar) on cither side of neck near body- Mantle brownish grey; a 
broad whitish longitudinal band on iring. Lower back, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts dark ashy grey; tail above mostly blackish. BetoWf ashy grey, 
tinged with lilac or vinous on breast. Tail underneath black with a broad 
whitish grey band across the middle. Sexes alike* 


and junipers, etc. Not reported within recent years in the Himalayas cast 
of Kashmir — in Garh\^*al, Kumaon, where in the 1830s Hume found it 
about Simla, Mussoorcc and Almora between November and April. There 
is an old spedmen from Nepal where a large flock svas recently observed b)* 
R. L. Fleming'in Kathmandu Valley at c. 2300 m. in February (JBNHS 
65(2): 327). Reported occurring in winter in vast flocks (‘ of thousands *, * I7 
killed in a single shot *) even until 1 952 in parts of Punjab (Man Mohan Singh) 
and Doon Valley*, Kumaon (S. M. Osman), now almost completely desened* 
Cause needs investigation. 

ExtralunitaL Turkestan and Zaissan, south to eastern Persia (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. Locally abundanL Keeps in small parties and large 
flocks in non-breeding season, sometimes of 50 or more birds. Moves about 
a great deal depending on food conditions, normally descending to the 
lower limit of its rai^gc (800 m. or so) in Novcmbcr/Dcccmbcr and ascending 
*to c. 3000 or 3500 m. in March/April to breed, commuting back and forth 
daily in quest of food over a wdc rang; of altitudes. Feeds on the ground in 
paddy stubbles etc. as well as in trees ‘and sKrubbcr>'. Flight fast and direct, 
\riih rapid steady wing-strokes, accompanicQ by a loud initial clatter when 
suddenly flushed from tree or ground. Congregates in large numbers to 
♦ roost in oak woods etc. 
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Nuptial display rather similar to that of Ring Dove (534), rising a few 
metres steeply from a branch with a couple of loud claps of the wings and 
volplaning down to another perch some distance away. 

FOOD. Cereals, gleaned on the ground or pecked out of freshly sown 
fields; buds, acorns, mulberry, ber and other berries pludkcd from 

trees and bushes. . . . t 1 . i 

VOICE and calls. A deep muffled cooing of nvc notes kookooo-Koo , . , 
kookoo (accent on 2 nd syllabic) with slight variations, repeated tsvo or three - 

”^Sedino. From c. 700 m. (Salt Range) to c, 2500 m. (N. Baluchistan, 
Gilgit). Season, April to August; chiefly June and Julyat the higher aluiudcs. 

a sketchy pad of interlaced twigs placed 4 to 6 m. or soup in a jumper, 
pine, oak, or other tree in forest. Eggs, 2, pure white, frirly glossy. Average 
size of 50 eggs 37*0 X 27-5 mm. (Baker). IncubaUon and other details 
not recorded in India. 

Museum Diagnosis. Neck and tail longer than in Blue Rock Pigeon, \ting more 
rounded: Ist primary (as.) more or less equal to 4tb- No dark bars on wing. For 
details of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL 
MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from fealliers) 

243-263 r. 17-18 r. 24-27 139-153 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale ycllow; circuniorbital skin canrunc-red. Bill 
rather variable: orange-red at base*, pinkish white in centre, orange at tip; cere 
whitish. Legs and feet coral-red. 

520. Si>eclded ^Vood Pigeon* Columba hodgsonii Vigors 

Cclamia HodgsomiVigon, 1832. Proc. Zool. Soc. London, pL 2: 16 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1867, VoL 5: 234 
PUtrf 48. fig'. 14 

LOCAL MAJCS. Hapom (Cachar); Fakiri (Asiaiti); 

(Garhwal). 

PTE- Pigeon -f; length c. 38 cm. (c. 15 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark aiborc^ Himala^nn pigeon. 

Male (adult). Above, head and neck grey, the latter suckled w,ih 
blacHsh behind. Upper back and wing-shoulders (coverts) claret-marOTn, 
the latter spwkled with white. Rest of upperparU dark brosvn and djuk 
KTCy; tail blackish brown. BF.ow, upper breast grc>-, spelled svidt bbckish 
and claret, changing to uniform claret on lower l^t =md paaing 
Mo deep slaty grey on abdomen and under tail-coveris. The bnght >Tll<m 
eUws contrasting ^th the dull green feet are an arresung feature through 

e has gre,- of head brownish, and red of back and breast duller 

and ttaarrAT. Resident, with local altitudinal . and 
spatial movements dependent on food supply. Tl.e Himalayas from Gilgit 
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and Kashmir eastsvard through Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan 
and NEFA; Nagaland, hfampnr, Miro. E. Pakistan (?). Afirtts ^ 
evergreen and semi-evergreen hill forest of oak, rhododendron, etc., between 

c. 1800 and 4000 metres. c l ... w 

Extralimitd. Burma and svestem China (S. Kansu, W. Sreehuan, 

CbieBy arboreal and but 

weed seeds and eereal grain in harvested 

and small flocks of G to 10 , wandering about the woo^ hillsides and 
in search of fruits and berries. The birds clamber about among the foha^ 
■ while feeding, and have a habit of ‘freering’ on alarm, as on an observe s 
Ipproact in whatever position they happen to be 

down! Flies svith steady purposeful wnng-strokcs high above the forest when 

‘”;;foo""Aco™"tSTn"rn“^ P>r-^<= ^ 

PHmrpia utllis favoured in Garhwal (local name of the fruit BhkdS, sam 
as of the bird). Cereal grains, weed s^. 

at f"l8^to 3300 metres 

Afrri a sketchy platform of interlaced twigs, P'“<^ ® ' 

m 8 m up in an oak or similar tree in forest or w^ed nnllah 
parently only a singleton, white, smooth-tcatured. Merage sire 

30- 1 mm. (Baker). Courtship display, meubaUon period, etc. nc 

EhA'ovosis.’ Distiaguished from aU odier 
ted featbets of the neck. No metalUe gloss on any part of the plumage, . 
of latter see Baker, loc. ciL 


MEASURESIENTS 

^Ving 


Bill 

(from feathers) . 

228-244 e. I&-18 

Wing 4 d'd' (SiUum) 218-232 mm. (av. 227-7); 4 9 9 221-233 mm. (av. 22S-. 

nana t-Aars. Iris greyish white: n^ 
base.' black dhtally. Legs and feet browmsh yellow to dull green, cla bnT 

jxUow. 

521. Nilgiri Wood Pigeon. Ccltmia tifkinjtmu (Sykes) 
FldmeW Sykes, 1833 (1832). Free. ZooL Soe. London, pL 2: H9 

(The Ghauts of Dukhun) 

Baker^ FBI No. 1862. Vot 5; 228 

PUtc 48, ftp* 7 

I.OCM- KAMI. MareprSTtt (Malayalam)* 

SIZE. Piccon -f ; length c. 42 cm. (I 6 J in.). ^ ^ • u ^ 

head and a conspicuous bbek-and-white chessboard of white-tipped m 2 - 
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Aicvtf rcddfeh- brown with a glistening metallic grcen-and-purplc sheen on 
upper baH:. BeloWf chin and throat whitish; rest of underparts grey with a 
lilac tinge on abdomen- Under t5ul-coverts and underwing lining slaty. 
Sexes alike- 

STATUS, nisTiuBUno:i and habitat. Resident, but moving about a great 
deal consequent upon fruit ripening: the Sah^'adri or Western Ghats com- 
plex from Kerala northward to c, 19®N. laL (a little beyond Bombay), 
including the AnaimaUus, Nilgiris, Falnis, and hills of western Mj-sore 
(Malnaad). Affects moist evergreen forest from the foothills up to the highest 
sholas at c. 2000 m. In Kerala cardamom sholas vsith their taU shade trees 
constitute a favourite habitat. 

GETmRAL HABITS. Frugivotous and arboreal, but frequently descending 
to the mulchy forest floor to feed on fallen berries and snails. Keeps singly, 
or in pairs and small parties. Wanders about a good deal : a shola fuU of 
them one week may not contain a single bird the next Avhen the particular 
attraction — some special berry — is over. Rests sitdng quietly up in 
densely foUaged trees. Numbers reported roosdng at night on the roof 
trusses of an old derelict gra» hut high up in the Anaimalm Hills, but this 
unusual. Flics at speed, t^^isdag and turning through the dense tree-trunks 
and branches in forest with remarkable agilin*, and offering a number of 
difficult snap shots to the sportsman. 

rooD, Various fruits, berries, and buds; * small snails * (Jerdon). 

'VOICE and A langur monkey-like irfio, somcwhal undertone, 

followed by three or four quick-repeated deep o^v•I-Iike, almost eerie, notes 
wk&‘icko-who or ivho^wko^icho-who. 

BREEDING. SeosoTij March to July, principally April to June. AIm/, tho 
typical sketchy pigeon platform of t\rigs, placed in a moderate-sized tree 
in a shola, normally above c, 1000 metres clct’ation. Egg, a singleton, pure 
while. Average size of 9 eggs 38*4 X 28*8 mm. (Baker), Other particulan 
of breeding biology unrccorfed. 

Museum Diackoszs. See Key; for details of plumage Baker, loc. dt. 


^Vwg 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

o' 9 2M-224 

(from feathers) 
c. 17-18 

e 25-26 

152-178 mna- 




(Bakir) 


5 (? 9 (from Kerala and M^-sorc) wing 199-205; bill (from skull) 27-28 mm. (5A). 


Wdghl I o ? 379 gm, (SA). 

cotouRs OP BARE PARTS. IiTS bright khaki or grejish brov^-n. Bill, basal half 
including cere magenta; distal half old ivory white; mouth greyish pink. Legs and 
feet magenta; claves old i\*OTy. 

mscET.L.AKEOUs. Advicc of one epicure: * Do not put in a pie but serve 
on toast 1 * 
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buff collar, and all round lower neck blackish \rith .iridescent sheen of iHac 
and green. Tail blackish Behw, chin white changing to buff on 

throat and passing into the glossy buff collar. Breast mctallic-glosscd dark 
slaty blue passing into pale cinnamon or broumish buff on abdomen and 
vent. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, but like other fruit pigeons 
subject to considerable w'andcring dependent on fruit supply; from west- 
central Nepal, through Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA, Nagaland, Manipur (?), 
Mizo (?). Normally between c. 1200 and 3200 m,, but recorded locally in 
Bengal duars and NEFA foollulls ( Charduar, Gcrumara ) as low as 
I00-I50 m. in both svinlcr and summer, so possibly resident, .^titudinal 
movements unclear. Affects dense mixed deciduous and evergreen forest of 
oak, chestnut, and rhododendron, etc. 

Exiraltmt(al. NE. Burma, Arakan, N. Thailand, Taiwan, 

GENERAL HABITS. Very Uttlc specifically known. Largely frugivorous 
and arboreal. Keeps singly, or in pairs or small flocks of 10 to 30 birds. 
Shy and ffifficult to observe as it usually sits quietly high up in a tree 
concealed by the foliage, launching out on the approach of an obser'cr 
with a muffled clatter of irings, flj'ing fast and silently and vanishing among 
the trees. Normally very silent and thus doubdess often overlooked. 

FOOD. Various drupes and berries, acorns, grain and seeds; * tiny snails, 
wild cardamom pods * (Baker). 

VOICE and calls. Seldom heard, and needs proper description. Des- 
cribed as a deep, sonorous coo very like that of the English Wood Pigeon, 
but perhaps deeper still, and more abrupt and less soft (Baker, 1913; 175). 

BREEDINC. Little known. Seasen (Daijeeling dist.) csidcntly Mav to 
AugusL Akrt, the usual flimsy t^^ig platform fairlv low do%Nm in a smaHVec 
m forest. singleton, white, c. 38 x 28 mm. No odier infoTinaXion. 

Museum Diac.vosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. ciL 

MEASUREMENTS 

"'“S BUI Tanus Tail 

(from feaihcTs) 

194-216 16-17 c. 22-25 120-130 mfn. 

•(Baker) 

COLOUW or BARE PARTS, Iris ^%'hitc, greyish white, or pale ycUmv; ocular sldn 
grey. ^ purplish at base, dull grey-green disully. Legs and feet fleshy purple to 
coral-red, soles paler; claws homy brov.'n. 


524. Purple ^Vood Pigeon. Colurnba Blyth 
Cclxr^ (^harrffntj) ' TiclcU '= BJ>Th, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 11 ( 1 ) : 461 

(Chyehassa [Chaibasa, Bihar]) 

Baker. FBI No. 1865. VoL 5; 232 
Plate 48, fig. II 

LOCU. NAMES, LSU pcgocT'ji (Assam); Dcshuhmr’ji ken gc/H (Cachari). ^ 

SIZE. Pigeon -i-; length c, 36 cm. (14 iu.). 
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522. Ceylon Wood Pigeon- Columba tmingtcrj Bonaparte 

Colurnba (ormgtoni * Layard *= Bonaparte, 1854, CompL Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris 
39; 1103 (Ceylon) ' 

Baker, FBI No. 1863, Vol. 5: 229 
PUte 48, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. ttUa goya (Sinhala); KarUppu para (Tamil). 

SIZE. Pigeon 4*5 length c. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark forcst pigeon very like 521 (abo with a 
prominent black-and-white * chessboard * on hindneck) but dark slaty grc)' 
above, lacking any brown on the mantle. Head and neck glosy lilac tum- 
ing to green, Hindneck, below the ‘ chessboa^ *, and upper back richly 
glossed uith reddish Hlac. Below, reddish grey; breast darker and glossed 
with reddish lilac; abdomen paler; under tail-coverts darker; tving-Urung 
blackish brown. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) duller, with only a trace of the black-and-white 
chessboard on lundnedc, 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. ‘ Spcdcs pcculioT to.Ccylon. Resi- 
dent in the Hill zone. Plentiful in the rooimtain forests [usually above 
1200 m.) especially aroimdNuwaraEUya and the Horton Pla5iis;occasionaLlly 
wanders dowm to the foothills as low as 1000 ft. [c. 300 m.] * — Phillips, 
1952. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in "Nilgiri Wood Pigeon 1521), q,v. 

VOICE and calls. Rather silent except for a deep, rather owl-Hkc hoo 
uttered when courting (Henry), 

BREEDING. Scoson ‘ February, March and August to November, but 
chiefly during October * (Phiffips). Xesl and egg (a singleton) as in 521. 
Size c. 39 X 29 mm. 

Museum Dixonosb. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dL 

MEASUREMENTS 

o' 9 Wing 182-208; bill (from fcathen) c. 15-17 mm. (Baker). 

1 9 IVlng 199; bni (from skull) 26; tarsus 26; tail 138 mm. (HW). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. ‘ Iris pale Tcd; orbital sldn dull pink. Bill plumbeous; 
apical portion bluish. LiCgs and feet pinkish fleshy, toes and soles red; legs sometimes 
white with the fronts of the tarsus and of the toes reddish * (Legge). 


523. Nepal or Ashy Wood Pigeon. Columba pulchricoUis Bl>Th 

Cotumiapalchficollis* = Blyth, 1846 (1845), Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 14 (2): 
866 (Wooded region of eastern Himalaj-a, i.c. Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1864, VoL 5; 230 
Piale 48, fig. 8 . 

LOCAL' NAMES. Kc-o (Lcpcha); Dcokuhavma majtmgbi (Cadbari); PrIwt (Dafla). 
SIZE. Pigeon -r ; length c. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Himalayan forcst pigeon. Abote, dark ashy or 
slaty grey, trith pale grey head and nape. A conspicuous buff collar, broad 
and stippled trith blackish behind, narrow in front. Upper back below this 
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FTELD CHARACTERS. Male (Adult). Above, crown and nape grc>ish 
while; upperparts rich chestnut-brotvTi tvith dark slaty rump and blackish 

brown tail. Below, vinous-chestnut. 
Entire plumage with brilliant metal- 
lic green and amethyst sheen. 

Female somewhat smaller and 
duller. Head browner grey with a 
lilac gloss. 

Young (immature) like female 
but v.Tth head more or less unicolor- 
ous with body. Juveniles in fint 
plumage very dull and brot\Ti with 
the wing-coverts and scapulars 

margined with rufous. 

FTATUS, DiFTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident but ^.^ry local; Bihar, 
Orissa, eastern Madh)'a Pradesh (Bastar dist.], W. Bengal, Assam, Naga- 
land, Manipur, Mizo (?) and E. Pakistan; from plains level up to c. 1600 
metres. Affects forested tracts interspersed with scrub jungle and culti^'ation, 
and wooded ravines w-ith dense evergreen undergrowth, 

ExiTolimitaL Burma, Thailand, Laos, northern hlalaya, central Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually kccps Singly, occasionally in small parties; 
local gatherings of 30 or 40 birds where food is abundant, c.g. in patches of 
gregarious bamboo seeding. Feeds up in fruiting trees as well as by gleaning 
on the ground. Sits quietly, concealed among the foliage, flj’ing out on an 
observer's close approach and Tcscttling in another tree a short distance 
awTiy. Flight comparatively slow, reminiscent of Green Imperial Pigeon's. 

FOOD. Wild figs and other fhiits and berries (those of Litsaea nxtida 
specifically recorded) ; also bamboo seeds, paddy, and other grains. 

voicE-and calls. * Rather similar [to Ducula aema*s] though notes not 
so loud nor so prolonged * (Moonej', 1934, JBNHS 37: 735). ‘A soft mew, 
not unlike that of Carpopkaga \puculd\ cenea, only not half so loud or boom- 
ing* (Bingham, 1880, SF 8: 196). 

BREEDING. Seoson, May to July-AugusL PCest, the usual flimsy pigeon 
structure of twigs, placed fairly low' down — normally under 6 metres — in 
a tall bush or bamboo dump in forest. Egg, a singleton, pure white; accord- 
ing to Baker occasionally two. Average size of 15 eggs 37*6 X 29*2 nun. 
(^kcr). No other precise infonnation. 

Museum Diagnosis 

UEAmREMENTS 

\S'ing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from fcathen) 

d'(5' 210-236 e. 16-17 c. 23-25 IS2-178 inia. . 

9 9 203-225 — — — 

(Baker) 

Weight e. 13-18 oz. (c. 370-510 gm.). 

COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Iris cTramy yellow, orange-yellow or erangc-red; 
orbital tkin greyish magenta, eye-rim brighlcr. Bill; cere and base magenta, 
rest pale horn or old rvory cdour. Legs and feet crinaon-cagenu; claws pale 
bom. 
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525. Andaman Wood Pigeon. Columba palunboidis (Hume)* 
Carpophaga'palumhoides Anonymous *= Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 ; 302 
(Port Mouat, Andaman Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 1866, Vol. 5: 233 
V Plate 48, fig. 13 

LOCAL HAsiES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon -fj length c. 41 cm. (c. 16 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark fruit-catlng pigeon, confusingly like Nicobar 
Green Imperial (508) especially when seen from below perched on a high 
tree. 

Male (adult). Above^ head and neck all round pale grey with a slight 
metallic green gloss, especially on lower hindncck. Rest of upperparts 
blackish >vdth dark slaty rump, the feathers edged with metallic green and 
amethyst gloss (‘scalloping’). Below, underparts from lower neck doum 
slaty grey with metallic cmeiald-and-purple sheen. Wing-lining dark slaty. 

Female has the head and neck darker grey. 

Young (immature) duller coloured overall, with the head and neck 
still darker and bro^vnish. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, comparatively scarcer than Green Imperial in both groups. 
Wanders from island to island svith availability of food — ripening of the 
different fruits and berries. Affects dense evergreen forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Arborcal and entirely frugiyorous. Seen in pairs and 
small parties in forest trees, often perching at lower heights than Green 
Imperial. Flics high up in the air while crossing the straits from one island 
to another. ^ 

FOOD. \Vild figs and other fruits and berries. Abdulali obtained fruits of 
Leae sp. and Syzygium cumini from crops of specimens killed, and Davison 
* several fruit about the size of a walnut, two of ^hese with stalks about 2 
inches long and as thick as a goose-quill, attached ’. 

VOICE and calls. ‘A deep whoom without the preliminary gr of Ducula 
[aenea andamanica] ’ (Abdulali, 1964; JBNHS 61 : 526). 

BREEDING. Unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS 

qI 9 Wing 241-258 mm. (Baker). 

Weight I lb. 2 oz. (f. 510 gm.) — Davison; Icf 520 gm. (Grubh). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris orange, reddish yellow or orange-pink. Bill: cere 
and base lake red or pinkish lilac, rest yellowish white. Legs and feet fleshy pink 
redder in front; claws horny white. 

Genus Macropycia Swainson 

Macropygia Swainson, 1837, Classif. Bds. 2: 348- Type, by subsequent designation, 
Columba phasianella Temminck, 1824, pi. col. 100 

Distinguished by the long graduated tail, exceeding the wing in length. Rump 
feathers spinous; tail-coverts elongate. Head small and dove-like. Bill slender. 

* On the basis of some comparative material obtained by him recently in the Andamans 
and Nieobars, Abdulali (1967, JBNHS 64(2): 166) seeks to resuscitate the race nkohariea 
Walden collected on Trinkat andNancowry, which was suppressed by Hume (1874, SF 2: 
498-9). It was originally described, inUr ahe, as having the entire head, nape, cheeks and 
neck dark French-grcy and wanting the pearly white or greyish white head, throat and 
nape of palumboides. 


Tanus short and partly feathered; feet adapted for perching: toes long, >oIes 
broad. 


Key to the Species 

Central tail-fcatbers banded throughout with black and rufous 

•v M, unehall 

Central tail-feathers not banded ru/f/rwu 


526, Bartailed Cuckoo-Dove. Macropygta tmchall tusalia (Blyth) 

Columba tusalia ‘ Hodgson * = BI>Th, 1843, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 12 (2): 936 
(Darjeeling) 

' Baker, FBI No. 1884, Vol. 5: 253 
Plate 49, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. Tusal (Nepal); Phoochong^pho, Ka-er (Lcpcha); Pwrwt (Bhutca)j 
Daotuhmt laima (Cachari). 

size. Pigeon \rith longer, pointed tail; total length c. 41 cm. (16 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slcndcr reddish brown long-tailed pigeon. 

Male (adult). Above, forehead buff shading to lilac-purple on crotm 
and hindncck, highly glossed with metallic green. Rest of uppcrparti 
rufous, barred srith black. Tail long, broad, graduated, barred with brownish 
black and rufous. Below, chin and throat lilac-buff. Upper breast metallic 
lilac, changing to dull lilac on low’cr breast and to buff on lower abdomen, 
vent, and under tail-coverts. 

Female has the upperparts duller; head and breast barred with dark 
brown. 

Young (immature) like female but duller overall, with no trace of 
metallic gloss. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt: Himalayas from Kashmir 
eastward through Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; 
Assam hills south of Brahmaputra river (Garo, Khasi, etc.), Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizo (?); E. Pal^tan — beuveen c. 450 and 2700 metres. 
Affects dense evergreen forest and secondary jungle. 

ExtralimitaL W. Szechuan (?), Burma, N, Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS., Kccps in pairs, small parties, and flocks of up to 10 
or so. Feeds on the ground by gleaning in cultivation clearings and open 
glades in forest; also in trees like green pigeon, clambering about among 
the fruit-laden twigs, sometimes hanging upside down and swinging out 
for a berry just out of reach. Very jealous ofits feeding tree, attacking and 
chasing off bulbuls and other birds arriving in the same quest. E.xtcnded 
flight fast and pigeon-like, but when moving from tree to tree the habit of 
gliding upwards to settle on a branch vcr>' cuckoo-like. Hind aspect of the 
bird, perched upright, also strongly reminiscent of a hepatic cuckoo. Silent 
except in the breeding season. 

FOOD. Grain, seeds, shoots, buds, acorns, small drupes and berries. 

VOICE and calls. Described as a very deep croo-umm, the . second 
syllabic a booming note, audible a long way off. Hpard in the distance only 
as a low, muffled, single hu or umm repeated at short intervals. 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, chicfly May to July. Kest, the typical flimsy platform 
of t\vigs with a slight central depression, placed r, 2 to 8 metres up in a 
sapling or stunted oak growing in forest. Eggs, normally a singleton; in 
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Assam 2 eggs stated to be not uncommon. Pale buff to cafe-au4ait in colour, 
smooth-surfaced long narrow ovals. Average size of 200 eggs 35*3 X 25*4 
mm. (Baker). Both sexes incubate and feed the young. Incubation period 
unrecorded. Aerial display ’of male, as described by Baker, of the same 
general pattern as, e.g. in Ring Dove (534) but with his feathers fluffed 
out ‘ until the shiny ones on his rump stand out like a lady’s powder-puff*. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail ( 

(from feathers) 

^(3^ 177-203 13-15 r. 16-18 200-210 min. 

9 9 191-200 — _ — 

(Baker) 

6 recent specimens from Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan give ^Vxng 4 33 196-209; 
2 9 9 191-200 mm. Weight r. 200 gm. (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris oulcr ring pink, inner pale blue (sometimes 
brown); ocular skin grey, eyelids purple. Bill leaden black. Legs and feet dull 
cherry-red or purplish brown ; clasvs horny black. 

Macropygia rufipennis Blyth 
Key to the Subspecies 

Crown of male glossed with Hlac-purplc M. r. rufipennis 

Crown of male without such gloss M. r, andamanica 

527. Nicobar Cuckoo-Dove. Maero/ygia rufipennis rufipennis BXysii 

Maeropygxa Blyth) 1 846,Jour,A3iat. Soc. Bengal 15: 371 (Southern Nieobars) 

Baker, FBI No. 1885, Vol. 5: 255 
Plate 49, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Same as 526; length c. 41 cm. (16 in.). 

field characters. A slender reddish brown long-tailed pigeon. 

Male (adult). Above, whole head and hindneck chestnut, glossed >vitli 
metallic lilac-purple on crowm. Rest of upperparts dark brown (more 
rufous on wang-coverts, rump, and tail) minutely speckled and baired wth 
black and rufous-buff on hindncck and upper back. Below, chin and throat 
whitish ; rest of underparts rufous-buff wavily cross-barred with black; sides 
of neck and breast with metallic gloss. Under tail-coverts, wing-lining and 
wing-quills conspicuously ferruginous-red in flight. 

Female. Above, head variously mottled with black; neck all round 
lightly streaked with brown; stipplings on upper back more pronounced and 
bar-llkc in character. Below, more chestnut than male, and unbarred. 

Young (immature). Overall more rufous than adults. Feathers of 
head and neck edged with black; upperparts more heavily barred; wing- 
quills edged and tipped with rufous. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Spcdcs peculiar to the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, and this race to the latter group. Affects hca \7 ever- 
green forest and secondary' jungle. 


3ENERAL HABITS. As of 526, q.V. .. .r j 

•OOD. Various fruits and'bcrrics, those of Vtlts and leae spp. idenufied 
•rops (Abdulali) ; bird’s-eye chilli (Copslcim/asligialum) growing commonly 
iccondary jungle and on the edge of clearings, evidently tlie staple food 

ally (Davison). , , . 

roicE and calls. Unsadsfactorily described as peculiar, somcwlial 
embling that oiCmului camrus, the Common Cuckoo ’ (B. B. Osmaston). 
loarse, deep, subdued croaking only audible at close range resembling 
■o-o-ah repeated several times successively ’ (Blyth). 
jREEDino. No data. , 

HosEUU Diaouosis. See Key to the Species; for details of plumage. Baker loc. 


lASUREMZNTS 

Wing Bill 

(from feathers) 

ji? 1B0-1D3 - 12-13 


Tarsus 
c. 23-25 


Tail 


210-233 mm. 
(Baker) 

ightS-IOoz. (e. 230-2B5gm.). . 

ouas or uare paets. ’ Iris violet or light blue with an inner ring ofearm.n . 
ull homy or purplish red. paler at gape. Legs and feel dull pinkuh red m front, 
t pale pink behind, soles still paler ’ (Baker). 


527a; Andaman Cuckoo-Dove. Macropysia rtfipennis andamanica 
Abdulali 

Macropma n,fipcnnl, eJamanUa Abdulali, 1967, Jour. Bombay nat. IlisL Soc. 

63 (2): 421 (Betapur, Middle Andamans) 

SIZE and FIELD ClIABACTERS. r\s of 527, q.V. , 

PTATUS, DlSTBlDunON and HAUITAT. , Rncc • 

BREEDINO. A male collected by Abdulali in the Middle Andamans on 

February had enlarged testes. 

tluSEUsr DiAOKOsis. Lacks the lilae-purple gloss on the crosvn of the male, 


Genus Stkeptopelia Bonap.irle 

JlreiSMelh. Bonaparte, 1855, Compt. Rend. Acad. &i. Paris ■10: 17; id.. Comp. 

Av. 2: G3. T>'pc, by ’subsequent designation, Columba rtseria LmnaeiiJ 
dtnopepelia Blanford, 1898, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 4: 28 (in key): 47. Type, by 
' monotypy, Columba trenqueberxea Hennann 
Doves of ihb genus difTer from Cotusr.ba diicfly in smaller she, comparatively ftnaH 
head and slender neck, and weaker narrower bill. Wing relatively long and narrowl 



Sole of foot o!S. t. rureiniu (537), x t. I 
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2n<J and 3rd primaries (as.) longest. Tad considerably graduated, nr/er exceeding 
tvws-tiutds leirgtli ot wing. Feet vfcU adapted for vratting: tarsus stout and Aort, 
toes narmw.-AD the species arc grey or brown in colour with a dark narrow collar 
or a patch (‘ chessboard ’) of black-and-white or rufous feathers on the neck. 
The genus contains both resident and migratory forms. 

Key to the Specie* 

Page 

A Sestes differing; Ist and 2nd quills longest S. trmjuehama H9 

B Sexes alike; 2nd and 3td quills longest 1 

1 A collar of black feathers with rufous tips around front of the neck 

5 . saugalejuis 153 

A collar of flack feathers around back of the neck a 

A collar of black feathers on either side of the neck, divided at the 


nape ° 

a Collar feathers plain black S-inaxU 147 

feathers ending in a double svhitc spot S.ehhhms 151 

b Tips to feathers of neck-patch white ftrrtar Ml 

Tips to feathers of neck-patch grey S-crmtala 142 


Streptopelia TUKTtiR (Litmacus) 
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STATUS, DBTiuEUnoN and hasttat. a vagrant in winter, or straggling 
passage migrant, in W. Pakistan (Gilgit, Afghanistan frontier, N. Balu- 
chistan). Affects open cultivated country. 

Extralimlal. Breeds in N. Africa from Morocco to Tripoli; in SW. Asia 
from the Kirghiz Steppes and Turkestan south to Iraq, Persia, Afghanistan 
and Yarkand (Peters). 

CENERAE habits and POOD. As in other members of the genus, qq.v. A 
migrant form. , ^ ^ 

VOICE Dnd cAixs. A continuous and rhythmic ' deep crooning or purring 
note mmn, momr, rroorm’ (Witherby, for nominate race) heard chieHy in 
the breeding season. 

BREEDINO. Extralimital. 

Museum Diaoboos. See Ke>s to the Species and Subspecies; for details of plumage 
Baker, loc. dt ^ 

MEASURESIENTS 

Wing c? 9 163-177 mm. (Hartert). 

7 adult specimens fium Afghanistan give; IVing 5 epo' 169-1 73; 2 9 9 166 mm. 

Wdght 111 (1), 121-140 gm. (Paludan, 1959). 

cototms or bare parts. Iris deep 'or brownish orange; orbital skin purple- 
brown, eye-rim reddish bro'vn. Bill greyish or slaty black, purpic-red at gape. Legs 
and feet purple or reddish purple, soles paler; daws homy brown. 


Key to the SttbspeeJes 

Darker and duller with more vinous on the upperparts. .5. 1. turtur 
Paler and brighter with the aMomen more extensu'dy white 
* S, t ttrmcoh 


529. PersiiUt Torde-Dove. Streptopelia turtur arenicola (Hartert)' 

Turtir tmtuT arfrorolo Hartert, 1894, Nov. Zool. 1: 42 (Fao on the Petsian GuK) 
Baker, FBI No. 1869, Vol. 5: 237 
Plate 49, fig. 15 

LOCAL Nodc rccordcd. ^ 

SEE. Pigeon — ; length c. 28 cm. (c. 11 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A small, rather slender pinlusb and ashy grey pigeon 
with a patch of w’hjtc-spotted black feathers on cither side of base of neck, 
looking like miniature chessboards. Upperparts rufous with bladdsh centres 
to the feathers, and contrasting ashy grey Aving-coverts. Tml black, gra- 
duated, with broad white terminal border conspicuous in flight cspedally 
when spread before aUghting. Sc3te5 alike. 

Confusingly like S. and field identification except by experienced 

experts unreliable. 

SUttlepeUa turtur turtur (Linnaeus) was included in FBI 5: 236 and then in Synopsis 
(No. 528) on itrength of a single spedmen obtained at Quetut (N. Baluchistan) by 
Swinboe, Dr Tioshunl examined this skm in the British Museum and found it in^arablc 
from some examples of the race crmecU. Since ^etta u*ouId be well over miles 
beyond the range of nominate turtur^ we agrre with Dr Ticehum that it would be more 
tatis&ciory to delete t^ form from the Indian list. 


StreptopeiM oRiENTALis (Latham) 

Key to the Subspedee 

Page 

A Porriiead and crovm vinous-red 

Under taa-co\'em and terminal Singe of tail slaty grey 

S. 0, eiythrouphata 146 

B Forehead and crovm grey • • • 1 

1 Under tail-covcrte and terminal fringe of tail white S. o.''Tncmx 143 

•- Under tail-coverts and terminal fringe of dove-grey 

•. S. 0. crimtalti 142 

Under tail-coverts and terminal "fringe of tail slaty grey ............ 

S. 0 . agricola 145 

530. Rafons Turtle-Dove. Strepiopelia orientdis orientdis (Latham) 

Columba oiimtdls Laiham, 1 790, Index Om. 2 : 606 (China, ex Sonnerat) 
Strtpkpelia tnUnUdu hmedensis Buturlin, 1934, Polnyi opredclitd pdtsy S.S.S.R. 1: 
224. Nesv name for S. e. orisnJdis (Pallas) 

Cf. \Vhistlcr, H-, and Klnncar, N. B., 1936, JBNHS 38: 677-9 
Baker, FBI No. 1870, Vol. 5: 23S 

LOCAL NAMES. As for 531. 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 331, q.v.,' but svjth ,dove-grcy tips to tail- 
fcathen instead of white. 

STATUS, DJSTRIBUT70N aud HAPiTAT. Evidently only a winter visitor to 
? Nepal (a pair in Kathmandu Valley — October, Fleming, JBNHS 65(2) : 
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a S. c, meata (551). 3 S. 0. egn’w/tf (532). 4 S. 0. tiythrocephda (533). 

328), northern Sikkim, northern Bhutan, and NEFA, but the populafion 
there largely intermediate writh resident agricola (532), in addition to being 
subject to a considerable amount of individual variation; specimens 
usually impossible to assign to either race with conviction. 

JSxfra/tTmlal. Breeds in central Siberia, Transbaikafia, Amurland, south 
to SE. Tibet, Yunnan, and across to Japan. 

CENERAL BABrre, FOOD, VOICE and CALl^. As in 531, 532 , qq.v. 
hfuscuu DiACNOszs. See Key; \'ery similar to agricoUi but has the crown and nape 
cUnally greyer, and the rufous margins of upper ^ving-coverts more grejnsb. 
ULASURZSQUm 

I^'ing Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from fcathas) 

(?V 15-17 25-28 c. 138-145 mm. 

(Hartert) 

COLOUXS or BARE PARTI. As m 532. 

531. Weatcrii Turtle-Dove. Strephpelia orientclis rmma (Sykes) 

CeImJtf mecui Sykes, 1833 (1832), Proc. ZooL Soc, London, pt. 2; 149 (Dukhun) 
Cahsrr^ Jmzio Evtr smann, 1842, Addenda Fallas Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat,, lasc. 3:17 
(Songaria and mountains of Taigabatai) 

Baker. FBI No. 1871, Vd. 5: 239 

local naves. Kili fikhiiy Baio faiktS (Hindi); kCkH, GCgty JdngU keukUt 
KdrraTf ITSbbti (Kjuhxx^). 

SIZE. Kgcon; length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 
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EiELD CHARACTERS. A large teddish brown dove ^vith scaly-patterned 
upperparts, black ' chessboards ' on sides of neck, and broad mA* teiroi- 
nal border to the rounded tail— conspicuous when spread while alighting. 
Distinguished from the rather similar and commoner Spotted Dove (537) 
by rich rufous coloration and stocky pigeon-Uke build. 

Adult. Above^ head .and neck vinous-bro'vn, greyish on forehead and 
crown; a grey-spotted black patch on rither side of Idndncck, Mantle 
rufous-brown with dark centres to the feathers producing a sc^ly pattern, 
lower back and rump slaty grey ; tail largely blackish broim svith lei^nal 
white band. Below, chin and centre of throat w’hidsh; foreneck and breast 
pale vinous-nifous passing to whitish on abdomen and white on under tail- 
coverts. Sexes alike. ^ - t j 

Young (immature) browmex and less rufous, lacking the grey on head 
and rump, and aUo the checkered neck-patches. Feathers of back, wing- 
coverts, and breast with pale margins. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and breeds in the western 
Himalayas up to c. 4000 m. from the Afghan frontier in W. Paldstan east- 
ward through Kashmir (also in Baltistan and Ladakh as far as Leh), 
Garhwai and Kumaon to central Nepal where it meets and mtc^dcs 
tvith the richly coloured cast Himalayan form areola {532). Migrate 
south in vinter, its numbexs augmented by cxtralimit^ imim^ants, and 
spreads widely over northern and peninsular India, chiefly on tlic 
side, south to Mysore. Rare vagrant to Ceylon ; only four words m Ac last 90 
years, the last in December 1934. Affects open mixed dcaduom and bamboo 
forest, particularly broken foothills country and the neighbourhood of 

cultivation. Avoids semi-desert tracts. ^ 

ffjtlrafinrilaf. ' Breeds in the southern part of western Siberia east to 
western Altai; Turkestan, Persia, Afghanistan . . . ’ (Peters). 

sncRATiON’. No ringing records- * Small numbers migrate through 
Kohat from mid April tiU the 3rd or 4th of May, returoing in September 
and October’ (Whitehead). ‘ None had arrived about Leh by the middle 
of May’ though common there and in full moult [post-nupual] m early 

August (Meinertzhagen). , . 

CENERAI. BABtm. A ground-fceding granivorous dove. Keeps m pairs 
and small parties, foroung into larger flocks, when migrating. Gleans 
scattered grain and weed seeds in stubbles and on shaded dust>- cart-tracks 
connecting fortsl villages etc. Also commonly frequents the poraor or bivouac 
sites of bullock-carts along country roads to glean the spillage from the grain 
sacks etc. Fh’ght swift and direct, typical of the pigeons. In courtship male 
boN« and bobs ludicrously in front of ibe female as he advancm towards 
her in stiff mindng hops, calling srilh goitred-out throat — an action rather 
reminiscent of a Co/oto.lizard. Also has the charactcrisdc'acrial display of 
the doves, springing up into the air yrith clapping ssings and coasting down 
in an arc or wide spiral with fanned-out tail. 

root). - Paddyandoth'erccrcaU,weed3ndbaroboo5eed5,andgrcenshoots. 

VDICR and caus. Commonly heard at Himalayan hill-stations: a 
hoarse, rather mournful grer . - - gur-grfigiM repeated in slow n^,_thc^Bnal 
greo parflculariy mournful-sounding and as tbongb uttered with intake of 
breath. 
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prindpally May lo June-July. vV^xf, a flimsy platform 
of twigs, placed in a sapling or scrubb)' busb or bambro dump .in lairfy 
open forest, as a rale under r. 3 or 4 metres from the ground. EggSt almost 
im-ariafaly two, white, of the tyjncal oval shape of pigeons’ eggs. Average 
size of 40 eggs 32*2 X 23-9 mm. (Batcr). Both sexes share in incubation 
and t end in g the ^-oung. Incubation period unrecorded. 

hfxjsxvu Dxacnos. Distinguished firoia the other races by conspicuously paler 
undcsparis, much white on belly, white under taa.<overts, and wMte tips to the 
tan^feathen. 

Chick. • Dos^-n long, plentiful, hair-lie, 5 *ellow»h white. ^VTicIe body covoed 
e xce pt sides ofhead, centre of abdomen and breast, chin and upper throat. Distri- 
botioQ and character as in the Columhae * (Tzeehurst). 

KEAStntEMEN'TS 

^Vmg Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

10 (f 9 ad. 185-207 r. 22-23 2&-28 r. 122-140 mm- 

(as'. 196-2) (SA) 

Weight 165-229 gm. (Paludan, 1959). 

coLomts OP BAan parts. Iris orange; ocular skin magenta. Bill: base and cere 
magenta, distal half homy brown. Legs and feet magenta, hind tarsus paler and 
pinkish; clans homy brown. 

332. KtxfcmB Ttntle-Dove. Streptopelia^ailaUs egricola (Tickcll) 

CoUa-^a cfrircla "nckcll, 1 833, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 2 : 53 1 
(Jungfes of Borabhum and Dholfahum) 

Streptspelic crier.tdis T-jridisr.sUs Kocla, 1954, Contrib- Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1 : 28 (Sangau, Lushai Hills) 

Strepisfflis erierJcIis tkssiata Koelz, 1954, Contiib. Inst, Regional Exploration, 
No. I: 28 (Mawiynglcncng, Khasi Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1872, Vol. 5: 240 {= n^frs) 

Plate 49, fig. 16 

LOCAI. XAME5. RcTT. ghug^.S (Bengal); Deotu gsjco (Cachari); PCko (Assam); 
Iraznku (Naga); Vek gufa (Kuki); HeruS hpa (Nov.gong, .Assam); Khxs cfec/fcrii 
{=*the pot pigeon*, sDuding to likeness of coloracon to red carthcnw'are pot 
burnt blue in patches); Zeirse Jthrai (= * the goddess pigeon * — Manipur). 

SIZE, Pigeon; length c. 33 cm. (13 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A stock)* nifous dovc like 531, q.v. — also with 
black-and- whitish chessboard on cither side of neck — but more richly 
coloured and with slatj’ border to tail instead of white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRiBirnoK and habitat. Resident and breeds in the Hima- 
la^-as to c, 4000 m. alt. from central Nepal [where it tntergrades with the 
p^er rr^ena (531)] eastward through Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; also in 
the Assam hills south of Brahmaputra R. to c. 1300 tn. alt., Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizo, E- Pakistan. Aficcts oak and other mixed dedduous forest, 
often aroimd culdvadon- hCgrates in winter south>\*ard into peninsular 
India, chiefly on the eastern side. \Mntcr range unclear o^^ing to inter- 
mingling then with the vcr>' similar resident peninsular race aythro^tpkcla 
(533). 

29 
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Extrdirntcl^ Burma south to Tcnasscrira. 

CENERAL HABITS, TOOD, VOICE and CAixs. As in 531. In captiriry 
* Besides the usual coo they will, vdicn annoyed, utter a sharp noise like tbe 
t^vang of a banjo string * (Ludlow). 

EREEDiNC. Scasiyi and J\'cst as in 531. As'oagc size of 11 eggs (rri>rJi/£r 
G)*ant5c) 33-5 x 24-5 mm. (Ludlow). * 

bicsstnx DiACsrosa. lutcrmediate bct%%’cca and nominate cnrtla’ii and 

mer g ed by some authors with the latter. Markedly richer coloured than 531. Qowa 
and nape grc}*; abdomen grey; thighs, under taB-ccn-crts, and lenninal fringe t£ 
tan slaty grej*. Indmdual specimeas of the two coiild be assigned to cither ftm. 


SOArUREHENTS 

Wing 

Bm 

Tarsus 

TaD 

d'd' 186-193 

(from skull) 
22-24 

f. 26-27 

135-HO mm. 

9 9 184-191 

22-24 

26-27 

112-132 mm. 


(once 28j 

(once 30) 

(S.4) 

\Vegbl e. 200-210 

gm. 


) o' 9 (Sikkim) average wing 183*9 mm. (Stresemann). 



COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 531. 


533. PeninsuTar Turtle-Do\-e. StrepiopcUa criaitclis c j yi hro cephala 
' (Bonaparte) 

Tvrts tTythocep^^ss Bonaparte, 1855, Coasp. Gen. Av. 2: 60 (South Africa is merf 
loucimj Ittdsz die H., 1943^ JBXHS 44%' 26), Restricted fo AfjTcrc by 

Rip!c>*. Tj’pe in British Museum 
Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL SASSTS, As foT thc Other races \>-hcre applicable. 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 33 cm. (13 in-). 

TiELD CHARACTERS. A stock)' rufous dovc, practically indistinguishable 
from 332 when both together in winter except by redder forehead and 
crown. See ^rluseum Diagnosis. Both distinguished from 531 by richer 
coloration and slatjr grej (r. white) fringe to tail. Sex« alike. 

Young (immature) l^e juvenile nerta (531) but brighterrufom overall 
with faint rusty edges to slaty feathers of rump and upper taiI-co\'crt3, and 
marked rufous ^vash on central pair of rectricts. 

status, DISTRIBUTION' and habitat. Resident and breeds in pcninsuhr 
India from Bihar and Orissa south to M^'sorc. Has not yet been procured 
in western India north of Castle Rock (c. 15®N. lat.) norm the Bombay 
Dcccan, but range not properly worked out. Local mo%*cments unkno^^'n. 
Affects open mixed dcaduous forest and bamboo jungle in tlie neighbour- 
hood of culri\ation. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in thc othcT lUCCS qq.v. 

BREEDiNC. Season in Bihar, Orissa and ^ladhj'a Pradesh as wtII as 
Mysore November to Januajy/Fcbruar)', but possibly not well defined. 
Etsi, the usual skimpy pad of nrigs placed fairly low do%s*n (c. 2 to 4 m.) 
in a bushy sapling or shrub, or up in a bamboo dump. BggSt normally 2, 
very rarely 3, white, as in other races. Measurements not a\*ailable. 
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Mosztnf Dxacnosxs. Distinguishedfrom thccqually richly coloured cgri«/tf (and/ 
or mritflffr) by vinous-red cro>«i, nape, and mantle without any trace of grey. 
Edges to scapulars, ^ing-cerverts, and tertiaries deeper red. Vinous-red of iraderparts 
much redder. 

SCZASITREMLNTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

O'd’ 163-193 22-24 25-28 122-134 nun. 

9 9 I79-I90 22-23 26-27 II2-I27 mm. 

10 o'O' (Orissa, M.P., hI>*5orc) average wing 189-1, tail 126*4 mm.; 5 9 9 wing 
183-8, tail 120 mm. (SA). 

Weight 4 o' 9 173-206 gm. (S.4). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. .As in 531. 

534. Indian Ring Do-e. Strepiopelia deccoeto decaocto (Frivaldszky) 
C?hmia risoria Linnaexis, 1758, Syst. Nat,, cd. 10, 1; 65 (India). [Based on a pale 
domesticated bird.] 

Cchp-iba riseria L, %*ar. dtecocto Fri^•ald3^ky, 1838 (1 834-6), K. Magyar Tudos Tirsasig 
Evkhnyvi, 3: 183, pL 8 (Turkey) 

Baker, FBI No. 1879, Vol. 5: 248 
Plate 49, fig. 12 

LOCAL NASttS. Dhsr'fckhSc^ Pcfli, PdndSk, Gugi (Hindi); K£kil (Kashmir); Oero 
(Sind); Jangli kdpctk (Baluchi); DcaU, Dsale (Bih^); Per ghCgku (Bengal); Pakd 
hSlc, Kavdd (Marathi) ; DkSl (Gujarati) ; Peida belle gvxe (Tclugu) ; Kelli parS^ Scr-iet 
para (Tamil, Ceylon) ; Petiaakrigeli (Malayalara) ; Mchd kob^ja (Sinhala) ; Deela 
gepka (Cachari); Set kopa (Assam). 

SUE, Pigeon -- ; length c, 32 cm. (12} in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A palc gTcy and brown pigeon distinguished by a 
prominent narrow black half-collar on hindncck. Breast lilac passing into 
ashy grey on ‘abdomen and darker grey’ on vent and under tail-coverts. 
Broad white terminal edge to blackish tail conspicuous in flight, especially 
H'hca spread while alighting. Seres alllce. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident but subject to marked 
seasonal migrations, altitudinal and presumedly of a local character. 
Found in appropriate biotopes throughout both Pakistans, the entire Indian 
Union, and Cty'lon. Not recorded in Sikkim or Bhutan, and only as 
occasional post-monsoon visitor fo Nepal Valley. Absent in the Andaman, 
Nicobar, I^ccadivc, and Maldi\*c islands. Occurs up to c. 2400 m. alL 
(rarely to c, 3000 m.) in the western Himalayas in summer, in Kashmir 
then almost completely replacing S. crintelis raenc below e. 1800 m. 

Affects open, cultiN-atcd, essentially dry’ dedduous country (c%xn semi- 
desert) with grm'cs or a scattering of babool (-4rer£j}, dhak {Baud) and 
trees, commonly sharing these fades with Little Brown Dove (541). 
A\*oids moist c%*crgrcen tracts. 

Extrelirnld. * Resident from Hungary m-cr SE- Europe, Asia Minor, 
Turketan, N. China and Japan; south to Palestine, Iraq, Persia . * . and 
\S. China ’ (Peters). Within thc last decade has * exploded * phcnorncsially 
all over Europe, nmv breeding regularly as f^ west as Great Britai.n, and 
north to Scandlnada. 
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CENERAL K-ABm. One of our commonest dosxs; syy plentirul in some 
areas, inexplicably scarce in others outss-ardly just as suitable. Keep m p^ 
or small parties — often in company wth other dove — glet^g m padd j 
stubbles, nesviy sos™ miUet fields, or fisUosv '« 

toss-ns and s-iUages. The birds perch Eeely on the '>“‘'‘7^’,.“^ 
enter cattle sheds and verandas and courtyai* of rusuc dneUmss to feri 
ssithin an arm’s length of the occupants. Oc^onally ^thcis tn ^ 
flocks, maybe of a hundred or more, where food is parUeularly Abwtot. 
or when mepaiing for one of its local migrations. Fhght characiens b^l> 

Kc air svhen migrating. Courtship display on ^und 
male bowing and b<?bbing to the female, coomg with inflated throat ^d 
d^iessed tl as he advances on her in suif ludicrous hop * 

m-mdnv stcD or tivo. Also displays in the air, springing up a tree- op 
a s^^p^gle with a loud clapping of winp and then coasting 

L^with^Sned-outinaEracefuIareorwide spM to the aeeotnpam- 

sddom registered, andeventhenissoinnocuousastolcaicth 1 

To^tT" evamined a. Pma - ^har ^ned 

¥^tiatrl“t,dr) at time 

of thresldng (i\&al Hu^ huU^ . ked repealed 

VOICE and cjuis. Song a deep, pleasant sicum ... 

several times in runs. A strident k«a, toe m alb hi' 

mtEEDtSO. Breeds throughout its range — up to e ^ W im ^ ^ 

exceptionally 3, pure white, smooth-textured. ■''''7^.';,“'*^ t..^^ 

ST x^-2 mm (Baker). Both se.xes share in nest-bmldmg and meuba 

** For detail! of plumase lee Baler, loc. cil. 

Bin Tana. Tdl 

"WM m-m. 

0^9 160-1/4 ^..s 

No disparity in the seres, but taO of V 9 averages shorter. 
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Weight 2 o? 127- 138 gm. (SA). 

COLOU1U OF BARE PARTS. Iris IaIcc Ttd to crimsoQ; edge of eyelid red; narrow 
circumorbilal sVin greyish pinlc. Bill brownish black. Legs and feel dark pinkish red 
or magenta; claviT black. 

Streptopeua TRAJi'QtJEBAiucA (Hermann) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Paler, espcciaDy on the lo\N'cr parts tranq'^bcrice 

Darker and more red, especially on the lower parts. .S. Lkmilis 

535. Indian Red Tturtle-Dove. Streplopdia trcnguebarica tranqmbanca 
(Hermann) 

Cehirnha tnmqssharica Hermann, 1804, Obs. ZooL: 200 (Tranquebaria, In^) 
Baker, FBI No. 1881_, Vo!. S: 250 
Plate 49, fig. H 

1 . 0 CA 1 . JJAMES. Seroii jekhia, Ginri fdfJita, Biki (Hindi); Itooa (Bihar); I'itdldrt 
lewda (Marathi); Ttrngveva (Tclugu)j Poweri (Maria Gond). 

SIZE. Myna i; length c. 23 cm. (9 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A small, dainty, brightly coloured grc>’ and pinkish 
brick-red dove. 

Male*(adult). Above, head and nape dark ashy grey*, with a black 
collar round hindneck; mantle vinoxis-rcd, wing-coverts grey; lo^vcr back, 
rump and upper tail^cov'crts dark slaty grey. Tail brownish and grey with 
the outer feathers and a broad terminal band (broken in centre) con- 
spicuously white. Below, vinous-red; chin and vent whitish, under tail- 
.coverts white, flanks grey. 

Female padc brownish and grey* with hindneck collar and as in 
male. In wcrall effect a good replica of Ring Dove but smaller and with 
rclati\*cly shorter tafl. 

Young (immature) like female but feathers of upperparts, wing- 
coverts and breast narrowly edged with pale fulvous. 

STATUS, DisTRimmoN and habttat. Resident; widely but rather capric- 
iously distributed, and subject to marked local migrations as yet little 
understood, involving some intermingling and overlap of the races. From 
West Pakistan (Baluchist 2 ai, Sind, Punjab) cast through Uttar Pradesh to 
W. Nepal (?) and Bihar, south ^ough peninsular India to Madras and 
Mysore. Only a summer (breeding) \isitor to the Himalayan duns and 
foothills, normally under c. 800 m. alt. Rare vagrant to Ceylon; once 
(c. 1880) recorded br e eding in the Jafiha area. Affects open scrub jungle 
?nd cultivation in deciduous biotope. 

migration. Only a single definite record: a bird ringed in Bhavnagar, 
Gujarat (r. 21^45^1., 72®15'E.) I3.ix.1961, recovered near Karachi, West 
Pakistan (e. 24°37'N., 67'’5'E.) 27.m.l967. 

GEKERAi. H.ABrrs. S imilar to (534) but thc Icast common of all the doves 
and seldom found in close familiarity with man. Associates with Ring and 
little Brown Doves to glean in outlying stubble fields and village environs, 
and on the countryride, in the morning and late afternoon, retiring during 
the midday heat into the trees and topes dotted around. Usually seen in 
tw’os and threes, but flocks and feeding congre g adons of up to 50 or more. 
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5tr«ptop«i<o tron< 7 ueborico 



mixed with other doves, not uncommon after thc harvest. In cold sveather 
they have the common dove habit of sitting srith fluffed plumage, bunched 
like starlings, on bare tree-tops at sunset to w'arm themselves before retiring 
to roost. Courtship display as in 534 and other doves; when bowing 
and bobbing to female, calling ^sith distended throat, looks in the distant^ 
as if hammering the ground with the bill. 

FOOD, Granivorous: grains of paddy, maize, and other cereals; grass- 
and weed seeds. 

VOICE and calls. A somewhat harsh rolling g7W-gi?n--goo groo-gurr-goo 
quickly rejieatcd sc\'eral rimes ssithout interruption — in runs. 

BREEDiNC. Season in northern India, with a cold ^^'intc^, chiefly April to 
September; elsewhere more or less all year, the inddcncc ^’arying locally 
and individually. Xesl as of other doves, a skimpy platform or saucer of 
tsrigs and grass-stems placed perhaps somewhat higher up thanrin others 
(c. 3 to 7 or 8 metres) near the extremity of a leafy branch. Eggs, normally 
2, rarely* 3, white, typical. Average rizc of 49 eggs 25*9 X 19*9 mm. 
(Baker). Both sexes share in nest-building, incubation and tending thc 
young; incubation period unrecorded. 

Museum Diacxosb. Paler than the eastern race hamlts (536) especially on the 
underparts, but variation clinal and many individuals impossible to assign definitely. 
For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

measurements 

Wing Bm Tarsus Tail 


(fiom skull) 

diV I36-I45 16-19 

No disparity between the sexes. 


17-21 84-92 mm: 

(SA, HW) 
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Weight Id 104 gm. (GD). 

COLOURS OF BABE FARTS. IHs bazcl- to dark brov,*n; cyc-rim plumbeous. Bill 
black, ringed with plumbeous at base and on cere. Legs and feet dull red or magenta; 
claws black. 

536. Burmeae Red Turtle-Dove. Streptopelia iran(p:ebarica humilis 
(Temminck) 

CffhcR^a fcrTuIij Tcmminck, 1824, PL Col., li\T. 44; 259 [but not pi. 258} 
(Bengal and Luzon) 

ranvanj ‘ Hodgs.* = Bonaparte, 1856, Compi, Rend. Acad, Sci. Paris 
43, no. 20; 942 C continent [dc PAsic]* = Nepal <x Hodgson), tide Hartert, 1922, 
VOg. paL Fauna 3: 2222 
Baker, FBI No. 1882, Vol. 5; 251 

LOCAL NAMES. Lolt pokS, Hexva kSpS (Assam); Daetu kashiba gajao (Cachari); 
Gulahi ghughu, IthuijS gkSghi, Tana khm, Ldl gkiighu (Bengal). 

SIZE. Myna length c. 23 cm. (9 in.). 

FiELZ) CHARACTERS. As in 533, q.v. — an eluant, brightly coloured 
Utdc do\’c, grey pinkish and brick-red overall, with a narrow black collar 
on hindneck. F c m a 1 c, a smaller replica of Ring Dove. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Rcridcnt and locally migratory; 
cast of range of 535 — Nepal, Sikkim (?), Assam (north and souUt of 
Bra hm aputra river), Manipur, East Pakistan; Andaman Islands, Summer 
(breeding) \isitor to Nepal Valley, bbabar and duns, and to thc Bengal 
and Assam duars, up to c. 1300 m. altitude. Affects scrub jungle and open 
cultivated country, as 535. 

Extrctimtal. The greater part of SE. Asia: NE. Tibet and N. China 
south to Burma, Thailand, and the lodochincsc countries and N. Philip- 
pines (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, \*oics and CALLS. As in thc Indian race (535). 

BREEDiNO. ^Ifarcn in northern areas with a cold winter chiefly March to 
September; clsc\vhcre no fixed period; in thc Andamans B. B. Osmaston 
took eggs between February and April. Pfest and eggs as in 535. As in the 
<^e ^ sc\’cral inild-tnanncred buds and other dove species, nest often 
sited in the same tree as holds a drongo’s nest {Dicrums sp.) obriously for 
the protection, Irom crows and other nest robbers afforded by these ^gilant 
and pugnacious guardians. 

Mweum DiACKosn. Differs from the nominate Indian race in its much darker 
and richer coloration, abmo and below. But thb sanation is clinal.^d many inter- 
mediate individuals are impossible to place with conviction. Thc arillarics gi\*cn 
as wlute in tres^ieria and grey in ksrn/tx are variable in colour and not infallibly 
di^aostic. 

meajureuextt and colours of bare farts as in 535. * Wng 137-148 * (Baker). 

Streptopelia chinensis (Scopoli) 


Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A \S’ing usually under 130 mm. S. e. 153 

B ^Slng usually over 130 mm. I 
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1 Back distinctly and boldly spotted with pale rufous. . . .S', e. svraUruis 152 

Back less distiactly spotted with darker buff. S.e. edicarii 155 

Back spotted very indistinctly or not at all S.t, txgrvux 154 


537. Indian Spotted Dove. Streptopelia ckinensis saratensis (Gmelin) 
Cclxnnia suraSensis Gmelin, 1769, Syst, Nat, I (2): 778 
(Surat, Gulf of Cambay, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1873, Vol. 5: 242 
Plate 49, fig. 14 

Umial names. Chitroka fdkhlc, Chxtta fakhta, Parki, CkUtd^ Ktoigskiri, Pdnduk 
(Ibndi); Cbkite ghughuy Telia ghughS (Bengal); Thipfya kavdd (Marathi); Ckakkara 
kuUa prdra, Aripravu (hlalayalam) ; Vdnd bSli (Gujarati); Bode (Gond); Poda 
heltdguwd (Tclugu); PiiUi pUrd (Tamil); Pad kZpu (Assam); Keddyd pdnduk (Bihar); 
Doota (Cacha ri ) ; Inrxtigu (Naga) ; 1 o.i (Kuki). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; slenderer. Length r. 30 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slcndcr pigcon, above pinkish browTi and grey, 
spotted with \vhitc and with a conspicuous black-and-white * chessboard * 
at base of hindneck. Tail blackish brown and slate with broad white terminal 
border which flashes prominently when spread out as bird is alighting. 
Below, \inous-grcy, paler on throat, white on belly, vent, and under tail- 
<x)vcrt5. Sexes alike. 

Young {immature) paler and browmer without the black chessboard 
on hindneck. Above, barred instead of spotted; wing-coverts edged with 
rufous. Below, fulvous-browm; breast feathers narrowly fringed with pale 
fulvous. 

For dowTjy chick see Museum Diagnosis. 

status, di st r ibu tion and habitat. Resident; in some areas altitudinal 
and local migrant. Common in appropriate biotopes throughout cst Pakis- 
tan (excepting desert and semi-desert areas), and India cast to c. Cachar in 
Assam, including Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhutan, south through the Peninsula 
to Kanyakumari. Noiroally to c. 2400 m. alt- in thc Himalayas in summer 
(individual stragglers once observ’cd at r. 4900 m., Lah ul, Himachal 
Pradesh, in June — H. G. Alexander); up to e. 1500 m. in the peninsular 
hills. Evaywhcrc affects better wood^, better watered fades than Ring 
and Little Brown Doves — gardens, groves, culri\*arion and moist dedduous 
jungle. Habitat preference more dear-cut in dry season. 

CEXERAL HABITS. Exccpt thc prcfcTcncc for moistcr fades, not appre- 
ciably different from other doves. Pairs or small parties glean in stubble 
fields, on cross-countrj* dust tracks, cartmen's bivouac sites, and in village 
environs, freely entering couity*ards and verandas of inhabited dwellings. 
^Vhcn disturbed suddenly on the ground takes off with an explosive flutter 
of wings and a quick side to side rolling action. Flight, as of other doves, 
strong and direct with a peculiar jcrly* saw-toothed action of gliding and 
abrupt braking with wings and outspread tail when aKghting on a branch. 
Bowing and aerial nupti^ display's, and agonistic and territorial behaviour 
as described under 534. ^ 

FOOD. Grains of paddy, jowar and other cereals, lentils and pulses, 
grass- and weed seeds. 
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VOICE and calls. A soft, pleasant though rather moUmfuI-sounding 
Knokr^-krvkroo . . . kroo-kToo-kroOi the number of the final kroos varying 
from t3vo to six. Pattern of this song common, but individual idios^mcracies 
very marked; also discrete dialects in difTcrent parts of the range, 

BREEDDfo. SeasoTit in the northern portions, 3vith a definite cold season, 
mainly April to July; elsewhere practically throughout the year; evidently 
two broods (or more ?). A'w/, the customary flimsy platform of a few 
and grass-stems wth a central depression; placed fkirly low do^vn in a tree, 
thorn bush, or bamboo clump, or in the head of a stunted date palm; 
commoi^y also under caves and on cornices and rafters in verandas of 
inhabited bungalo^vs. Eggs^ normally 2, exceptionally 3, white, wth a 
smooth texture. Average size of 100 ^gs 27*2 X 21 *8 mm. (Baker). Both 
sexes take part , in nest-building, incubation and tending the young. 
Incubation period c. 13 days; needs confirming. 

Museum Dzagt^osis. For details of pl uma ge sec Baker, loc. dt. 

Chick. ‘Down long, plentiful, hair-Uke, yellowish white, darker than in S, 
orienialis meena * (Ticchunt). 

TTicre is a alight variability in colour and in the amount of spotting on the back 
and tertiaries; S. Indian birds arc also clinally somewhat smaller than N. Indian, 
but less markedly so than Ceylonese (538) q.v. Intcrgradcs with the darker edwcrdi 
( 54 O) in eastern NEFA and Nagaland, and with the Burmese tigrina (539) in Manipur 
and £. Pakistan. 


‘measurements 

Peninsular and S. Indian birds measure: 


^V^ng 

Bill 

(rrom skv)]} 

Tarsus 

Tail 

135-146 

18-21 

21-24 

118-143 mm. 

9 9 132-143 19-21 

2 1 examples from Nepal giv'e 

20-24 

•117-133 mm. 
(SA) 

11 {?(? I35-1S1 
(av. 142) 

— 

— 

1 3 1-150 mm. 
(av^ 139*5) 

10 9 9 133-145 
(av. 139*2) 



125-141 mm. 
(av. 134* I) 
(Biswas) 


Weight 3cfd' 123-128 gm. (GD); 1 o? 116 gm. (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris palc reddish bro^sm; eyelids and narrow bare 
orbital patch dull crimson. Bill dark horny or plumbeous-brown. Legs and feet 
bright magenta; cIa^^’8 bro^vn. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Popular as a cage bird for its. song, cspedally in the 
eastern portions of its range. Has been introduced as a colonist into 
Mauritius. 

538. Ceylon Spotted Dove. Sireptopelia chinensis c^'lonaisis (Rcichcnbach) 

Tvrtur ujloncnsis Reichenbach, 1851, VoUst. Natursyst., Tauben, pi. 253b. ff. 3373-4 
(Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1876, Vol. 5: 245 

LOCAL NAMES. Alu kobtyijfi (Sinhala)j ManipurS, Omipurd (Tamil). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; slenderer. Length c, 30 cm. (12 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As for 537. A slcndcT white-spotted pinkish grt)* 
and brown pigeon with a conspicuous black-and-white ‘chessboard* on 
hindneck. See Key to the Subspecies, and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Race peculiar to Ceylon. Abundant 
all over the island up to c. 1400 m. in the hills. Affects well-woodcd country* 
and paddyficlds. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As xn 537 q.v. 

BREEDING. Sto^ pracu‘call)r all year; chiefly from December to 
September (Phillips). Pfesl and eggs as in peninsular birds. Average size of 
30 eggs 25*7 X 20*0 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diaokosb. Differs from the Indian suratensis (537) only in its smaller 
size. 


MEASXmEUENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

Tanus 

, Tall 



(from skull) 



(?(? 

12S-I36 

19-20 

20-22 

114-132 mm. 

99 

'130-136 

'19-20 

20-22 

118-127 mm. 


-127 mm. 

(mv) 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTE. As In 537. 


^ 539. Burmese Spotted Dove. Strepiopelia ckinensis ligrtna (Temminck) 

Clj/tnn5a Ttgrina Temminck, 1810, in Knip, Les Pigeons, Ics Colombo: 94, pi. 43 
(Timor and Batavia; type from 
Baker, FBI No. 1874, Vol. 5: 244 

LOCAL NASfES, As uodcT 537 where applicable. 

size. Pigeon — ; slenderer. Length c. 30 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 537. A slcndcT whitc-spottcd pinkish grey 
and brown pigeon svith a conspicuous black-and-white * chessboard * on 
hindneck. See Key to the Subspecies, and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt: Cachar, Manipur, Mizo, 
and East Pakistan. A single doubtful old record from the Nicobars. Affects 
well-wooded moist deciduous biotope chiefly plains and foothills, keeping 
to paddyficlds etc. like the other races. 

Extralimiial. * Burma, [Thailand], Malay Peninsula, Indochinese coun- 
tries, Palawan, Borneo, Sunda Is. fi^m Sumatra to Babar. Introduced into 
Celebes, small islands in the Flores Sea, and tlie Moluccas * (Peten). 

GENERAL HABHE, FOOD. As in 537, 

VOICE and calls. Pattern of ‘ song * of Manipur birds recorded as 
consistently different from Indian — a syncopated huk-krooo minus the 
terminal krooi (SA). 

BREEDING. Scoson^ Witf and eggs as in the Indian race. Average size of 
50 eggs 27-6 X 21 *9 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diacnosd. Birds from Cachar, Manipur, etc. arc intennediate between 
the Indian suratensU and the Burmese tigrina. The latter is distinguished b)’ absence 
of rufous spots on back, whilst those on the wing-coverts, scapulars and tertiaries 
arc obsolete or absent. Outer webs of median coNXits pale vinous-brown; greater 
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coverts the same with pate grey edges instead of all grey as in suratensis. White of 
underparts less in extent and often replaced with pale fiiUous-brown. 

measurements. ^Vi^gcf9 137-155 ram. (Baker). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, As frl 537. 

MISCELLANEOUS. A favouritc Cage bird for its song throughout its range, 

540. NEFA Spotted Dove. Streptopelia chinensis edwardi Ripley 

Sireptopelia chinensis edwcffdi Ripley, 1948, Proc, Biol, Soc, Wash. 61: 99 
(Chabua, Lakhimpur dist., NE. Assam) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. As undcf 537 where applicable. 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; slenderer. Length c. 30 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 537. A slcndcT whitc-spottcd pinkish grey 
and brown pigeon >vith a conspicuous black-and->vhite ‘ chessboard * on 
hindneck. See Key to the Subspecies, and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Eastcm NEFA, in moist deciduous 
biotope, chiefly plains and foo^Uls. 

Exiralimttal. Unrecorded; possibly extreme N. Burma, W. China (?). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 537, q.v. Song * notice- 
ably different from suratensis of peninsular India. Ends abruptly with a 
single kruk in place of several prolonged kroos * (SA). Local dialect? 

DREEDINO. Season, nest, and eggs as in the Burmese race. 

.Museum Diagnosis. Conspicuously darker on the upperparts than Indian sw-a*. 
tram. Terminal bars on feathers of back and median wing-coverts darker buff and 
much reduced in extent. Differs from Burmese tigrina in having the upperparts 
darker still with more pronounced dark margins to feathers of back. 

MEASUREMENTS 

10 c? 9 Wing 141-151; tail 139-146 mm. (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 537. 

541, Indian Little Brown or Senegal Dove. Streptopelia senegalensis 
eambq^ensis (GmcHn) 

Celumha cenhirirensu GmcUn, 1789, Spt, Nat. 1 (2): 779 (* Cambaya*, he. Gulf of 
Cambay, NW. India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1877, Vol. 5: 246 

Plate 49, fig. 13 *■ 

LOCAL NAsrzs. ChhJta jSkhtS, Pdrki, Tortrd fckklS, PandSk (Hindi) ; Tutan 
(Sind); Cb'm' hellagUnS, Sovata gusvd (Tclugu); Tcata purS (Tamil); Ariprasu^iaXs^- 
yalam); Rem kBpS (Nowgong, Assam). 

SIZE. M>Txa -h; length e. 27 cm. (lOJ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small sUm pinkish brown-and-grey dove, Abott, 
head and neck Ulac-piok witli a miniature * chessboard * in black and 
rufous on cither side of forcneck; rest of upper plu m a g e earthy brown with 
prominent grey patches on wing-shoulders. Btlorp, breast pinkish brown; 
rest ofimdcrparts white. Tail graduated, with much while near tips of the 
outer fcailicn. Sexes alike. 
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Young (immature) lacks the chessboards on forcneck. Plumage duller 
and browner overall; feathen of upperparts and wing-coverts edged with 
rufous; breast duller and less pink. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Mainly resident, hitherto bcHcvcd 
more or less sedentary. Evidently also migratory to an unsuspected «tent, 
but movements as yet very unclear. Restricted to dry deciduous biotope, 
and largely coincident with Ring Dov'c (534); more rommon in senu- 
desert fades. Throughout West Pakistan and India (up to c. 1000 m. in 
the western Himala>'as and 1500 m. in the peninsular hills) cast to Bihar, 
W, Bengal and East Pakistan (Tippera), south though the Peninsula to 
Rameswaram I. and Kanyakumari. Not Nepal, Sikldm, Bhutan, Assam or 
Ceylon. Recorded in the Andaman Islands (Port Blair) c. 1898; praibly 
introduced. Not met by later observers, so evidently failed to establish in 
the palpably inappropriate moist biotope. Birds in Baluchistan and NW. 
frontier districts of W. Pakistan intergradc with the paler race ermanm 
(Bonaparte) of Turkestan etc. Affects village environs and stony scnib- 
and-bush country about cultivation, particularly where interspened with 
Euphorbia hedges and Opuntia thickets. . . « 

MIGRATION. An example ringed on 15jii.l961 near Bhuj m Kutw 
(f. 23’10'N., 69®50'E.) was recovered on 27.U.1964 near H>-dcrabad in 
W. Pakistan (c. 25'’20'N., 68'*25'E.), c. 200 km. north of the ringing pl^- 
Previously Ticeburst bad recorded with surprise 4 or 5 crusted birds, 
obviously on migration, coming on board ship when r. 10 miles off Karachi 
on a ft>ggy morning in late March 1918 {Ibis 1923: 466). 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to Indian Ring Dove (534). Keeps in paOT or 
small parties — sometimes large close-packed flocks of 50 or more glean- 
ing with it and with other doves in stubble fields and village environs. 
Occasionally stretches up to pluck seeds from growing weeds 30 to 50 cm. 
high. Male has the characteristic bowing courtship display on the ground, 
advancing towards the female in stiff ludicrous hops punctuated by a 
TOUpIc of mincing steps — head lowered, throat in^ted, n^p arched an 
tail depressed — bobbing and cooing. Female, seemingly quite imimpresscd, 
usually moves away from these amorota advances, Dying when tco 
ardently punued, but sometimes crouching to permit copulation. Also 1^ 
the typical aerial display, launching upwards from an CTposed perch wim 
noisy flapping, and sailing down on motionless wings in an arc or wide 
spir^ to another perch nearby. 

FOOD. Grains of paddy, jowar, bajra and other cereals and lentils; 
grass- and weed seeds. 

VOICE and calls, A soft, pleasant cco-rocroo-rooroo or cru-do-da-da-do. 

breedino. Season not defined, practically all )i'car, chiefly January to 
October; two or more broods raised. P^est, a ridiculously flimsy and sketchy 
phtform of twigs and gran stena, placed low down in a EuplarhU or olhtf 
open bmh, or a Hunted dale palm {Plwmx rrkatrij). Although in eipoied 
situations, ssith the incubating bird sitting closely the nest is 
conspicuous. Nests frequently built on cornices and raften, or on a roUed-up 
chik, in Inhabited dwellings immindrul of the close proximity and comings 
and goings of the human occupants. E^gt, almost Invariably 2, vdutt, 
elliptical, with a smooth texture. Average size of 60 eggs 25*3 X 19*3 mm. 
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(Baker). Both sexes share in buildihg the nest, incubation, and tending the 
young; incubation period unrecorded. 

Mesreu Diacn*os3 , The extra l l nu tal ra^ a r 'xr jd (of Afghanhtaa and Turkatao) 
vdth which the \Vcst Pakistan population is intertnediate, zs slightly larger and 
markedly paler (\N'ing o’ c? 135-145; 9 9 130-140 nim. ^Hartert). It is likeb* that 
some of these birds may be found as winter viators in N\V. India. 

Chick (in down) dull s’cUovi-ish la\«i coloured. 

SlZA5URlaC£^’TS 

^\'^ng BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from sktill) 

o’O’ 121-137 17-19 . 18-22 107-119 mm. 

9 9 124-134 17-19 20-21 104-113 mm. 

(SA, H4V). 

Weight 30 ^ 9 71-91 gm. (av. 80'4 gm.). — SA. 

cotX)URS or BARz PARTS. Iris brov.-n; c%'clids pale magenta- BiU browTiish black. 
Legs and feet magenta; clav.s bro\%-nish black. 


Genus Gkalcophaps Gould 


Chslapkaps Gould, 1843, Bds- Austr., pt. 13; pL ( 8 ) (= 5, pi. 62 of bound x'oL)^ 
T>*pc, by moaot>’p>', Cohmha chjsochlora Waglcr 
Small, terrestrial-feeding, metalUc-plumagcd pigeons rather closely allied to 
Cdserj^ both in anatomy and the possession of 12 tail-feathers, but latiing the 
neck-hackles. Wing of moderate length: 2nd and 3rd primaries (as.) subequal. 
Tarsi and toes bare, the latter slender and well adapted for running about on the 
grotmd- 


A 

B 


Chai-cophaps IM3ICA (liunacus) 
Key to the Subspec i es 


Page 

A grey median Une from head to scapulars C.L rohinsern 159 

No median line on hindneck 

Larger C. i. naxma 160 

Smaller.....'. C. t. mdira 157 

hledium. Richer coloured. Breast and abdomen 

concolorous .....C. i . 349 


542. Indian Emerald Dove- Ckakophcps indica ir.iica (linnaeus) 

Cclvribc. indica linnaeus, 1758, S>st. Nat., cd- 10, 1: 164 (jrrintdi = Amboina ridt 
Stresemann, 1952, Ibis 94: 511) 

Chdciphaps cufua ratunelu Mukhojee, I960, BulL Brit. Orn. Q- 80 (1) : 6 (jetunalai 
{sic) =s Tcnmalai, central Tra^-ancorc, Kerala)^ 

Baker. FBI No. 1852, Vol. 5: 215 
Plate 49, ftg. 9 

LOCAi. XAurs. Rej ghSgkS (Bengal^; Pachu kdsda (Marathi); ArM beUcg'JSiS 
(Tdugu); Pedaki pSra (Taitul); Oerxr^ preexL, Mcfdkdpreta (Mala>*alam) ; Ka-er 
(L^pcha); Afcft* hpohi (Assam); Sil kop’j (Kotvgong, Assam) ; Dacbe/d (Cachar). 
SIZE. Myna -f; length c. 27 cm. (104 in.).' 

* Docribed as larger and darker (Wiaz o'O’ 153-157) with abdomen paler throat 
and breast, and green more pronounced in upperparts than metallic bronxe. Race untenable. 


FIELD CHARAcnJ^ A siuall browiiish pink forest dove with brilUant 
bronzed cmcrald-grtcn upperparts. Crown and. neck grey, with prominent 

white forehead and eyebrows, and a 
band of white-fringed feathers across 
lower back. A white-bordered vinous- 
grey patch on wing-shoulder. Rump 
grc>’; tail brown and grey, with a 
broad black cross-band, broken in the 
middle. Sexes more or less alike, but 
sec ?»Iuscum Diagnosis. 

Bronze-green mantle, white rump- 
patch, chestnut underwiug, and coral 
red bill conspicuous in flying flash-past. 

Superficially a more brilliant but passable facsimile of Green Imperial 
Pigeon (506). 

STATUS, DisnuBuno?? and habitat. Resident (and sedentary as far as 
known) in ev e r g reen and moist dcaduous biotope, palcluly throughout 
India up to c. 1800 m. in the lower Himalayas, fix)m Kashmir (Jammu) 
cast to NEF.A and Assam (including Nepal, Sikldin, and Bhutan) ; East 
Pakistan. South through the entire Peninsula, Afiects thick secondary and 
mixed bamboo jungle and outskirts of forest clearings, chiefly in foothills 
country. 

Probabihty of some sort of migratory roo\*cment suggested by their attrac- 
tion to incandescent lights during certain moonless o\Trcast nights in the 
late monsoon months with heavy fog and ground mist. These doves along 
with rcvcral other bclicvcdly sedentary diurnal spcdcs then obviously 
distracted from their course while actively on the move. (For details see 
Salim All, 1962, JBNHS 59: 128-9.) Further invetigation is desirable. 

ExtrelmiitcL Burma, Malay Peninsula, Indodiinese countries, Philip- 
pines, Indonesia. 

general habits. A ground-feeding dove. Keeps singly or in pairs, but 
locally quite abundant. Usually seen runmng about gleaning on earth 
roads through forest and plantations, or on the sites of cartmen’s bivouacs 
with^scattcrW spillage from grain bags in transit, or lca\Tngs of bullock 
feed. Fond of overgrown outscoured ravines running through tea plantations 
etc., and tangles of wild castor plants (Rievas ccmmtmis) in old jheem or 
culdv^don clearings, for midday rest. Flight silent, very swift- and direct 
but evidently lacking in quick manocuviability; hence the fiequent casual dcs 
of birds dadiing thcmsclv’cs to death against walls of plantation buildings 
as thc>* shoot across at top speed through the surrounding glades low tmder 
the forest canopy. 

FOOD. Grain, seeds, and fallen berries — -those of lantana {Lanterjx 
caiUaia) being a favourite. Termites caught on.the ground (Baker). 

VOICE and calls. A soft, deep, ver>’ low single moaning note hocnf with 
a nasal ending, repeated at intervals. 

BREEDiNC. S^csoiij variable locally, cov'cring practically the whole Year; tn 
areas with a definite cold winter chiefly March to May; in Kerala peak periods 
April-May and again Novcmber-Dccembcr. Akrf, the typical fiirosly twig 
structure of doves, perhaps somewhat more compact and better concealed; 
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normally 2 or 3 metres up in a dense bamboo clump or sapling in forest, Eggs^ 
2, pale creamy buff or clbptical, smooth-textured. Average arc of 

200 eggs 2/'0 X 21*0 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in ncst-building, incuba- 
tion, and tending the young. Incubation period believed to be about 12 daj’s, 
but needs confirming. 

McsEinr Diagnosis. For detaib of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

Female like male but generally wth less white on forehead and superdlia; 
grey crown and nape somewhat sufiiised with reddish. "While patch on w-ing-shouldcr 
and white barring on rump less pronounced. Central tail-feathers redder brown 
and only the outermost pair gre>v 

k oung (immature) of both sexes like adult female but duller, the brunze-green 
of mantle less in extent and barred with copper-red. A br o ad dull g ree n and rufous 
band across w-ing (median and lesser coverts) ; inner secondaries tif^>cd M-iih rufous- 
red. Underpaits except for pale chin and throat uniform dull brtwn darker than in 
fitintly vcrmiculatcd and narrowly barred with dull black, es- 
P^Q^y on breast and flanks. Under tall-coverts black. 

KXASURZStEN-TS 


iving BiU Tarsus TaU 

(from skuU) 

o'O' 147-156 22-26 25-29 93-100 mm. 

9 9 147-149 c. 22 24-26 89-91 nun. 

u- <SA) 

''«Jg average 14 o’o’ 149. 899 143 mm. (HA). 

Weight 8 o ’ 9 119-144 gm. (av. 132) — SA, 

coLomis OF BARE PARTS. Adult. Ifis brown. Bill coral-red, magenta on cere. 
L^ M feet pmldsh- or purplish red; claws brown. Immature. Iris brown; 

slaty brown, fifll slaty brown with ivory tip; mouth pink. Legs and feet 
pmknh grey; daws honi>- brown. 


543. Ceylon Emerald Dove*. Ckalcopkaps ir.dica rohir.scrd 

Chcdofpkaps irMas roHnsmi Baker, 1928, BuIL Brit, Om. Q. 48 : 58 
(Cocawatte Estate, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1853, Vol. 5: 217 

i^>CAi, KAios. MI ksir^c (Slnhala); Fci^eLri pztTCy Tksudl p-jra (Tamil). 

M).na 4 -; length c. 27 cm, (lOJ in.). - 

characters. As of 542. A small brownish pink forest dove with 
bnlHant bronzed emerald-grcga m a n tle. Sec Key to the Subiq>edes, and 
hiuscum Din g o fw js . 

rtATus, msnuBtmoN and habitat. Common resident. Race peculiar to 
Uc>-loii. Affects forests and wdl-woodcd areas throughout the island, to 
1600 m. in the hills. 

^ general habits. As of the Indian race (542) q.v. * The highest clcva- 
hoas are viated only .when rdlla [StrDhUcrJha = ^Tcrrie] is seeding upcountry 
(about once in clcvea years) when it migrates to exceptional heights to 
feast on the seeds ' (Henry). 


FOOD. Seeds and berries. Said to be \ay fond of seeds of tbe candlenut 
tree (Sepium sebjfertan) and castor (Ricirair ammirds). 

VOICE and cuxs, A moumfiil, somewhat vcntriloquistic booming note, 
as of the Indian bird, * tk-hoon . . . tt-ftoon, uttered vsith crop inflated as in 
Pouter Pigeon * (Henry). 

BREEDING. ScGJOTiy practically all year but duefiy Fcbruary-March and 
again in Scplcmbcr. Xest and eggs as in 542. Nest sometimes placed on a 
cardamom or trec-fem frond in jungle. Average rize of 24 eggs 23*9 X 20*8 
mm. (Baker). 

blcjzw Diagnosis. Differs from peninsular birds both in colour and size. Adult 
male has the grey of head and neck running down to the scapulars in a wtU-defiacd 
line. Abdomen in both sexes lighter coloured than throat and breast, a difference 
hardly per c eptible in Indian birds. 


UZASURZSCNTS 

4Mng BUI Tarsus 

(from skull) 

135-147 21-22 r. 24 

9 9 13(^142 19-21 22-24 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS- As in 542. 


TaU 


— mm. 
80-93 mm, 
(HW) 


544. Andaman Emerald Dove, indice rtnxtma Hartert 

Chslcopksps ixdics ir.axiirji Hartcrt, 1931, Om. Monatsb- 39: 145 
(Golapabung, South Andamans) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded, 

SIZE, M)'iia -k: length c. 27 cm. (lOJin.). 

FIELD characters. As of 542. A small brownish pink forest dove with 
brilHant metallic cmcrald-grccn mantle. Sec Key to the Subspcdcs, and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

sTATVs, DBTRiBTmoN and HABITAT. Racc peculiar to the Andaman 
Islands. Common resident in appropriate fonpt * biotope everywhere. 

general haehs, food, voice and calls. As in 542. 

BREEDiNC. StoKT., Undefined as in other races; a &xsh egg taken on 
29 May (Osmaston, 1906, JBNHS 17 : 489) and specimens vs-ith mature 
gonads procured on 16 February (Abdulali, 1964, ibid., 61: 528). Akrt and 
eggs as in Indian birds.- 

hIcsEUM DtACrross. Differs from nominate vJdce of peninsular India and Burma 
only in barag a larger wing. 

SIZASL'REVZNTS , 

Wing 12 146-155 (av. ISl), 6 9 9 142-162 (av. 149) mm. — HA. 

Hartcrt givts Wing 3 157-164; 1 9 165 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS- As xn 542- 
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544a, Nicobar Emerald Dove. Ckalccphups irJka Bonaparte 

V Sec Appendix 

Genus Caloenas G. R. Gray 

Ccloe^ G. R, Gray, 1 840, Ust Gen. Bds. : 59. T)pc, by original designation, Calaenai 
nicebericc (GmeUn) = Cclumha nicobcrica Linnacm 
CX Sal^-adori, 1893, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus, 21: 614-18 
Distinguished from all other pigeons by its long mctalh'c neck hacLIcs. longestand 
narrow on hindnedc, disintegrated and hair-Hke on oraput and forericclc. Legs long 
and stout; toes slender, well adapted for walking. Bill large with the apical portion 
curved; a fleshy protuberance at base of culmen, larger in male than in female. 
Tail of 12 fcathm. 


544b. J^cobar Pigeon. Celoains nkobarica nicobance (Linnaeus) 

C&Icmia mcoberica Linnaeus, 1758, Sytt. Nat., cd. 10, 1: 164 (Nicobar Islands) 
Baker, FBI No. 1851, Vol. 5: 213 
Plate 49, &g. 7 

LOCAL. NAME. Lehvng (Nlcobars). 

SIZE. Pigeon -h; length c. 41 cm. (16 in.). 

FIELD CHAR-^CTERS. A dark slat}’ grey pigeon snth lustrous metallic 
blue-green and copper-bronze upperparts; unmistakable by the glistening 
mane-like neck hackles and sharply contrasting white lail-covcrts and 
tail. 



Female very similar to male but with head, neck and breast more grey 
•less slaty; sheen on upperparts less deep blue; neck hackles shorter. 

Young (immature) duller coloured, lacking the neck hackles, and with 
bronzy green tail instead of white. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoK and HABITAT. Resident, common and locally 
abundant in the Nicobar Islands (Car Nicobar, Batti Malv, TUlanchang, 
Tcressa, Camorta, Nancowr}*, and others). Perhaps less rare and straggling 


162 COLUMBIFORMES 

in the Andamans than supposed. Has been collected and/or obser\'cd (in 
some cases breeding) as far north as the Cocos (Barren L, Kaxtlock 1. 
S. Sentinel, S. Andaman, and doubtless occurs on others of the group)! 
Affects* heav’y c\'crgrcen forest, cluefly oif small uninhabited islets off the 
larger land masses. 

ExUalimitcl. Mergui Archipelago eastward through the Indonesian 
Phih'ppine and other islands over the greater p.irt of tlic IndoAustralasian 
region. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly, in parties of 3 or 4, and flodcs of a dozen 
to 20 or 30. Feeds entirely on the ground, Valklng about briskly hither 
and thither with a'steady sprightly gait flicking aside the leaves to expose 
fallen seeds and berries, or pecking in the mulch with its bill. very 

much like Emerald Dove but with wings drooping low at the sides, giving 
the impression of being maimed in the shoulders. Flight looks rather hcaNy, 
but in fact is swift and powerful, capable of being “sustained over long 
distances when traversing wide stretches of sea from one island to another 
in search of food. A flock in siWft commuting flight high up m the air is 
reminiscent of sandgrouse (Hume). Launches from tree and flushes from 
*^ound with a characteristic \xry noisy flutter of wings often sufficiently 
diagnostic even, when the bird itself unseen, ^\ffien settling, pitches clumsily 
on to a horizontal bough high up in the foliage canopy, often walking along 
it like a hen. 

FOOD. Fleshy fruit picked off the forest floor, and seeds including some 
vcT}’ hard ones like plum stones, c\ideni!y for crushing which the stomach 
is spedalJy adapted (for structural details sec Flower, 1860, Ptoc. zool. Soc, 
London: 3.30). 

VOICE and calls. Normally ver}* silent. Occasionally utters a harsh 
guttural croak not unlike that sometimes made by a domestic pigeon when 
handled (Butler). 

B^EDiNc. Season j January to March-April; presumably, as in most 
pigeons, also at other times. an untidy’ loosely put-together platform 
of tsvigs built r, 3 to 8 metres up in trees in evergreen forest; often se\’cral 
nesu thickly in a single tree in rookery' fashion. In "the 1870s ^V. Davbon 
found it breeding ‘ in thousands * on Batti Mal\’ island, almost every bushy 
tree containing several nests. Egg, a singleton, white, smooth-textured, long 
ellipse, often slightly pointed at cither end. * Colour of the membrane lining 
the shell gives a delicate purple tinge to the egg * (Osmaston). Average size 
of 18 eggs 48*0 X 33*9 mm. (Baker). Both sexes incubate (in captirity) 
and tend the young. Incubation period unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. ciL 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from feathers) 

o’ 9 , 247-268 e. 24-27 f. 36-42 mm. 

(Baker) 

An adult o’ recently collected has wing 240 mm. (Abdulali). 

Weight 2 O’O' 460, 525 ; 4 9 9 490-600 gm. (Grubh). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis White, bufT, Of nui-brown [age?). Bill greyish or 
slat)’ black. Legs and feet purplish riolcl to almost coral-red. 


PARROTS 
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PSITTACIFORMES 


Order Psittaciformes 
Family Psittacidae: Parrots 

Contains arboreal fruit- and grain-eating birds usually of brightly coloured 
plumage, all the Indian representatives being chiefly green. BUI short, stout, strongly 
hooked: upper mandible loosely articulated with the skull and capable of kinetic 
movement. Tongue thick and fleshy. Feet rygodactylous — 2 toes in front, 2 behind 
— adapted for clambering among branches. Feathers furnished with an aftershaft. 
Primaries 10; tail-feathcis 12 in both Indian genera. For general information see 
Jean Dorst, 1964, Article * Parrot ’ in Thomson, A. L. (ed.) AVu» Diet. Birds: 600- 
602; for morphological details Stresemann, E., 1927-34, Aoes: 820-4; Baker, 1927, 
FBI 4; 196; Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A. J., 1959; 455. 


Key to the Genera 

A Tail long, graduated, extending a considerable distance bc)X)nd tip of 

closed sving Psittaevia 

B Tail ihort,slightly rounded, about even >%Tlh tipofcloscd wing. . .Lorietdus 


Page 
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Genus PsiTTACULA Cuvicr 

Psillastda Cuvier, 1800, Legons d’Anat. Comp. 1, table at end. Type, by subsequent 
designation, Psittaau alexandri Linnaeus. (Mathew-s, 1917, Bds, Austr. 6: 169) 
Tail very long and graduated, the median feathers narrow, pointed, and much 
exceeding the others in length. Bill thick, deeper than long: upper mandible sivollcn 
at the sides, culmen cons-cx, much curved; lower mandible short and blunt. 

The gcntis contains some of the most abundant and destructive bird pets of 
agriculture and horticulture in India. 


Key to the Species 

Page 

A Crovm green 1 

B Crown not green 2 

1 Cheek-patch reddish P. (ri’9) 176 

Check-patch not reddish, mala with pink or red collar at nape. . a 

a Red patch on wing-coverts. .P, rupahia (o’ 9 ) 164 

No red patch on Aving-co\’crls P. itremm (o’ 9) 169 

2 \Mng 190 mm. and above b 

^S3ng belmv 190 mm c 

b Underparts riolct P. dfrfrfiina (o’ 9 ) 175 

Underparts g reen P. f<»:£fr//’‘(o’ 9) 175 

c Underparts pinkish riolct P. elexatdri (o’ 9) 172 

Underparts not as'above I 

I Red patch on wing-co\TTts a* 

No red patch on wing-co\*eTts a* 

a* Head grey or dark lavender b* 

Head not as abo^T b* 

b* Wing r. I62-I74 mm- P. hbnal^ena ( o' ) 

Wing e. 146-150 mm P.frjchii ( o' ) 184 

Wing HO mm. or below P. rciecLi ( 9 ) 181 

b* Forehead ar*d orbital region pale rose, nape and crown pale 

lavender R rzucis ( o’ ) 181 


Page 


Note: 


Forehead and orbital region bright red, nape violet 

, .P. ejanocrphala ( o' ) 

Flight-feathers blue P. alstmloidrs (o'9) 

Flight-feathers green h* 

»» Rump P* caltkorpae (o' 9 ) 

Rump viridis-green P.cyer.e<tphata{^) 

Rump grass- or ycliow-green c* 

c* Collar obsolete or occasionally yellow P. rosrsta (9) 

Collar riridb-grecn 

d» Back dark grass-grccn P. AiWa/ena ( 9 ) 

Back paler, more ycllo>vish green P. /aicAii ( 9 ) 

Psiitaevla ir.terwdia not seen but said to be intermediate in she and colour 
between P. himala^ena and P. roseata. 


178 

165 


187 

178 


183 

184 


PsrrTACOLA EUPATRiA (Unnacus) 
Key to the Sabspedes 


(Mala only) 

A Bill 39 mm. or over; generally otct 40 mm P. r Tnasmrostns 

B Bill 39 mm. or under; generally under 37 mm - - • * 1 

I Mousiachial streak very broad P- nipaUnns 

Moustachial streak narrow ^ 

a Blue of nape and sid« of head more extensive; throat ies yellow; 
tarsus slaty - P' 


Blue of nape and sido of head less extensive; throat more ycUow; 
* tamis yellowish P* 
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545. Large Indian Parafreet. Psittccula eupatna mpalensis (Hodgson) 

Paleecmis Pnpalnsis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19 (I): 177 (Nepal) 
P.(a/e«r£M) indctierruiniass Hume, 1078, Stray Feathers 7: 459 (No locality; 
restricted to Sikkim by Kloss) 

Baker, FBI Nos. H97, 1493, Vol. 4; 199, 200 

LOCAL NAMES. Pdt tSid, Hitcrndn tola (Hindi); PdJian t5td (U.P.i Lucknow), 
Panin told (MP., Saugor); Tehn ( « ‘ of the bills*. Sukkur, Sind); Gendsts 
(Bengal): Aaron svgd, AVniria (Nepal); AV Uo (Lepcha); SC:d or Sird (Orroa). . 

SIZE. Pigeon slenderer. Length o' (including long pointed Uil) 
r. 53 cm. (21 in.); 9 somcsvhat smaller. 

FIELD atARACTERS. A lafgc grass-gTCcn parakeet witli tlic typical short 
massive, deeply hooked red bill, and a conspicuous deep red p-itch on the 
wing-shoulders (secondary wing-co\*crts). 

Male (adult) has a prominent rose-pink collar round llic back and 
sida of neck, and a broad black band from the lower mandible to tlic rose 
collar. Tail-feathers below dull yellow'. 

Female and Young (immature) lack the rose-pink collar and the 
black mandibular stripe. 
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STATUS, DisTRjBunoN and HABITAT, Resident; also nomadic and locally 
migratory — the movements dependent chiefly on food supply. West 
Pakistan (Sind, chiefly the northern and southern parts; Bahawalpur; 
Peshawar district), and all India firom Punjab along the Himalayan foot- 
hills (recorded up to c, 1600 m.), bhabar, temi, and duars (inducing Nepal, 
Sikiiin and Bhutan) across the Gangetic Plain to eastern Assam and' 
NEFA; Nagaland and Manipur (subspecies? See under 547). East 
Pakistan (Dacca, Chittagong, nrippera, etc.) south through Gujarat, N. 
Andhra, hladhya Pradesh and Orissa roughly to about latitude 18®N,; 
plains and hills normally to c. 800 metres. Affects dry and moist dedduous 
biotope — forest and \veU-\voodcd coimtry. Also the older canal-irrigated 
desert settlements with wcU-gro^vTi trees and forest plantations, c.g. in the 
Punjab. 

GENERAL HABITS, Kccps in parties of 3 or 4 birds or small flocks which 
band together in large congregations where food is abimdant. Has noisy 
communal roosts, usually, unshared with other spedcs, in large densely 
foliaged trees and groves in forest at which the birds collect Irom all quaiWs 
at sunset flying over long distances in batches of 5 to 50. Flight graceful 
and swift in spite of the seemingly * stately * and unhurried wing-beats — 
reminiscent of the Nakta as compared with the smaller ducks. Flocks. do 
considerable damage in orchards, the birds clambering amongst the branches 
and gnawing into the half-ripe fruit while still on the tree or plucking -and 
flying off with it to a convenient perch, there raising it up to the bill held 
in one foot; often w’astefuHy abandoning it after a bite or two and returning 
to filch more. Highly destructive also to ripening cereal crops, cutting off 
the growing cars, wantonly pulling them to shreds and ^vasting far more 
grain than it actually consumes. 

FOOD. Fruits, vegetables and seeds of all kinds, wild or cultivated; also 
cereals like maiac, ^vhcat, and paddy. Analyses of stomach contents in an 
agricultural area in Lyallpiur (W. Pakistan) sho\scd 52 per cent crop 
seeds, 2*7 per cent weed seeds, 11*4 per cent neutral seeds, 4*8 per cent 
vegetables, 19*3 per cent culdvated fruits, 9-80 per cent wild fruits (Husain 

Bhalla, 1937). Thus the bird is harmful in the highest degree to agri- 
culture and horticulture. lake other parakeets feeds avidly also on the 
nectar of Salmaliaf Bulra, Efytkrinat and suchlike flowers, but biting off and 
discarding (somedrocs eating) the petals and floral parts to reach the 
liquid, thus evidently not even useful in cross-pollinating. 

VOICE and calls. A loud, high-gitchcd screaming single note keedkf or 
kee-arr, deeper and more^onorous than of the commoner Roscringed species ; 
uttered from a perch as well as on the wing. In capdrity readily learns to 
imitate a few w’ords of human speech, but not knQ^v'n to mimic any extra- 
spedSe calls or sounds in the wild state. 

BREEDiNC. Stason^ overall December to April, generally somesvbat 
earlier than the Roscringed Parakeet. a vertici shaft a few cm. deep 
with a neat round entrance-hole, cut by the birds themselves in the tnmk 
of a coconut palm or large softwood tree such as Selmalia malaharica ; occa- 
sionally also in sal i^hmea robusUt)^ sheesham {Dalbergia sissoo) and other 
hardwoods growing in rambling ^rdens or in forest. In the Sunderbans 
the mangroves Keora (JSonrisTatia cpetcla) and Sundri {Hmiiera minor) arc 
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spedally favoured. Holes — sometimes several in the same trunk in apart- 
ment-house fashion — ‘UnUned, but may have a bed of wood diippings 
fortuitously accumidated at the bottom during cxcavadon. Nest-holcs of 
barbets and woodpcckcn arc often enlarged and appropriated. Normally 
nests away from populated human settlements and only exceptionally in 
holes in buildings etc,, as is so common with Roscringed. Eggs, 3 or 4, 
white, glossicss, roundish osids- Size r. 34 X 28 mm. Both sexes partake in 
cxca\'ating the nest, incubation, and feeding the young by regurgitation. 
Incubation pmod 19-21 da>*s (Baker). Courtship display not spcdfically 
described but presumably of same ludicrous pattern as in Roscringed (550), 
q.v. 

Museum Diagnosis. Disdnguished from the nominate race (546) of pemnsxilar 
India and Ceylon by somewhat larger size, brighter coloration, and more massive 
biO. Black mandibular stripe much broader and more conspicuous ; oedput, cbeela, 
and nape usually more ^vashcd with blue. x 

MEASUREMEKTS 


Wmg 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tdl 


(from posterior 




edge of cere) 



200-234 

33-40 

19-22 

220-361 mm. 

192-221 

33-36 

19-22 

206-325 mm. 


(SA) 

Ticchurst (/its 1923: 43) gives for birds from N. India to Madhya Pradesh 
o't? 225-236 36-38 — ~ mm. 

Greatest height of bill 22-24 mm. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris lcmon-)dlow' >vhh a narTo%v outer blue ring; e^xllds 
orange-yellow. BHI scarlet, darker on culmen orange-red at tips. I.egs and feet 
dirty yellow; clan's slaty. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Lcams to imitate a fc^v' %vords but is a far less accom- 
plished mimic than the Hill M>Tia. Along with the Roscringed Parakeet is 
taught to perform a variety’ of clc\*er table-top tricks such as loading and 
firing a toy cannon, and pcrfohmng parakeets usually form a popular 
s^dc-sho^v at upcountry mdas and fairs, Ver^* popular as the ‘ common 
man’s * pet, t-ast num^rs of partly fledged young being r^ularly taken 
from nests for sale in bird markets, or hawked in the streets of most Indian 
towTis; usually hung imprisoned in tiny hoop-iron cages outside bazaar 
shops. Birds from certain areas (c-g. Amrabad Plateau in Andhra and 
Dmnkhal in Rajpipla, Gujarat) have acquired a local reputation for 
special excellence as talkers, and are highly prized by fanciers. 

546. Large Ceylonese Parakeet. Psittarula etipalria eupatria (Linnaeus) 

Psitlaau Eupetria Linnaeus, 1 766, S>sL Nat., cd. 12, 1 ; 1 40 
(No localit)' = Gmgi, India tx Brisson) 

Baker, FBI No. 1496, Vol. 4: 193 
Plate 50, fig. 3 

Local kamzs. Hheman tSla (Hindi); Peida chilukS, Bandi rtsma chilvka (Tclugu); 
Ptrijra kill (Tamil); Laia girirxa (Sinhab). 
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nzE. Pigeon ±; slenderer. Length o’ (including long pointed tail) 
ff. 51 cm. (20 in.); 9 somewhat smaller. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large grass-grccn parakeet tvith the typical short 
m^ve, deeply hooked red bifl, and a conspicuous deep red patch on 
wing-shoulders (secondary wing-coverts). Indisdngidshablc from 545 except 
m the hand (see Museum Djagnoris), 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTiOK and HABITAT. Resident, with nomadic and local 
migratory movements governed mmnly by food supply; patchily throughout 
pcninsul^ India roughly south of 18®N. latitude, and Ceylon (low-country 
Dt)' zone). Affeeb forest and well-wooded country to c, 900 metres elevadon, 
in dry- and moist-deciduous biotope. 

general HABrrs, food, voice and calls. As in the northern race 545, 
q.v. In sca^ the fleshy petals of mhowa flo^vers {Bassia Iclifolia) comprise 
a favourite food item. 

brzeoino. Sforon, both in peninsular Todi^ and Cc^’lon chiefly November 
December to March/April. J{esi and eggs as in 545, the latter somewhat 
smaller. Ce^’Ion eggs measure r. 31 x 24 nun. 

Museum Diacnosis. Slightly smaller and less richly grass-green than rdpolefisis* 
Bm IcB masrive (greatest height e. 20-21 mm. r. 22-24). Black mandibular stripe 
For details of plumage see B:ier, loc. ciL 
'teasurements 


Sice decreases clinally southward; Ceylon birds measure 



IVing 

Bm 

Tama 

Taa 



(from posterior 
edge of cere) 



o' o’ 

187-219 

32-36 

e. 20 

200-384 mm. 
(H\V, CSV) 

V9 

175-195 

(Baker) 




colours or BARE PARTS. * Iris pale blue speckled svith >t11ow, pale yellow, or 
yrilow with a blue outer ring. BUI deep red. Feet plumbeous or greenish slate 
(Baker). 


547. Large Bnrmese Parnkeet. Pjiitaada eupalria crensis (KJoss) 

Peleesnds evpdna eecaris Kloss, 1917, Jour. Nau HBl Slam 2: 219 
. (Bhamp, Upper Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. I4SS (part), VoL 4: 200 — irjioivTirjrdea 
KAMEs. Unrwjrded. 

s^ZE. As of 545: pigeon slenderer, with long pointed tail. 

FmU) C3IARACTERS. A large grass-green parakeet with long pointed tail 
a bright red shoulder-patch. Indistinguishable In the field fiom 545 or 
548 qq.v . See Museum Diagnoris, 

status, DOTRiBTjnoN and rabitat. Resident, widi local movements as in 
^5. Cadmr (‘ very common *} ; presumably also Nagaland and Manipur, 
hut western Ifinits of this form not yet workrf ouL 
ExtrcltrdSeL Burma south to Amherst (to c, 16*N. laL). 
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general HASrrs, food, voice and calls. As in the other races, cf. 545. 

BREEDING. Stoson, chicfly December to Fcbruary'/March. Xesl and eggs as 
in 545; size r. 34 x 28 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Qosdy resembles P. e. Tnapdrojtns (548) of the Andamans, 
but a smaller bill and perhaps a yellower throat, while it lacks the narrow sk)*- 
blue neck-ring of that race (G Boden Kloss), 

measurements of the t>'pc spedmea, o' adult: \Vmg 217; * cuImcn * 38 (greatest 
h^hl 22); tanixs 21; tail 342 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris * white bluish speckled * (Anderson). Rest as in 545. 


548. Large Andaman Parakeet. PHitamla evpatria magnirosiris (Ball) 

PnlcfTmi BaD, 1872, Joiu*, AsiaU Soc. Bengal 41 (2):278 
(Andaman Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 1499, Vol. 4: 20i 

LOCAL KAMES. Nonc recorded, 

SIZE. As of 545; pigeon slenderer, with long pointed tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A laigc grass-gTccn parakeet with long, pointed 
tail and a bright red shoulder-patch. Indistinguishable in the field from the 
other races, qq.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Racc pccuUar to the Andaman 
Islands. Common and fairly plentiful c%’er>'\vhcre in the North, Middle, 
and South Andamans, moving about beuveen the smaller islands of the 
group in search of food. Has been specifically recorded on Table, Long, 
Barren, and South Sentinel islands b^dcs the main ones, but is doubtless 
found on most others ecologically suitable. Also occurs on Coco Is. and 
Narcondam. Not reported south of the Ten De g ree Channel — in the Nicobar 
Group. Aflccts tall c\’crgreen forest and mangroves. I 

general habits. Keeps in noisy parties and flocks of half a dozen to 
sc\’cral score to the lofty forest trees, joining up into enormous congf'cgations 
at roosts which are often shared with the Redbreasted spedcs (552). The 
birds commonly roost among mangroves {Rkizophera mucrenaia) gro-wing 
along tidal creels, preferably such patches as arc more or less islanded from 
the shore by shallow* water. Large areas ofsuch mangroves become denuded 
(* stag-headed*) at the top, the branches presenting a dead appearance due 
to the stripping of the leaves by the myriads of parakeets that sleep in them. 

FOOD. As in the other races — fruits, grrin, buds, seeds both wild and 
cultirated. 

VOICE and aAiLS- Loud harsh screeching screams as typical of the 
parakeets (cf. 545), but the notes said by* W. Davison to be very distinct 
from Cslhcr the Rcdcheckcd or Redbreasted spedcs occurring side by side 
with it. 

BREEDINC. Season, Fcbruary-March. AVr/, a self-cut hole high up in the 
trunk of a lofty tree, usually on the edge of forest. Osmaston found one nest 
150 feet up, and another over KX) feet, in immense jungle tree. The latter 
net was more than 8 feet bclcm* the cntraccc-holc. Eggs, 2 or 3 white. 
Averagesize of 10 eggs 35*1 X 28-2 turn. (Baker). 
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Museum Diacnosb. Distmguished from all other races by its heavier, more 
. massive bill ; from nipaUnsu by the well-de^'cloped narrow, almost sk>’-bluc ring above 
\h e rosy hind-coUar. Red shoulder 'patches much brighter. 

MEASUREME^’TS 

Wing Bill 

(from cere) 

(ftf 205-217 39-45 mm. 

9 9 190-209 34-39 mm. 

(Baker) 

Weight 2 9 9 220, 225 gm. (Grubh). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 545. 

PSITTACULA KRAMER! (ficopoli) 

Key to the Subspecies 
t (Males only) 

Lower mandible black P. k. manilltAsis 

Lower mandible red. P. k. borealis 


549. Northern Roseringed Parakeet. Psiltacula krameri borealis 
(Neumann) 

Palaeomis krameri borealis Neumann, 1915, Om. Monatsb. 23: 178 (Assam) 
Psittaeula krameri fragosa Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No, 1: 

25 (Anadra, Sirohi, Rajasthan) 

Baker. FBI No. 1501, Vol. 4: 204 

LOCAL NAMES. To/fl, Lyhar tola (ffindi) ; Collar {NW, Pakistan) ; ChdtUn (Sind) ; 
Tiya, 71yd told (Bengal); Tenthia suga (Nepal); Totdsardi (Assam); Daobalor (Cach- 
zxi)’f Pdpdt, Sdtlo (Gujarat); Popdt, Kttrd (Marathi). 

SIZE. Myna -f-; 'vith long, pointed tail. Length overall c, 42 cm. (16i in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slim grass'gTccn parakeet with the typical short, 
heavy, deeply hooked red bill. 

Male with a rose-pink and black collar; no red shoulder-patch as in 545. 

Female without the collar but tvjth an indistinct cmcra!d-g;reen ring 
round neck. 

Young (immature) like female. Male acquires pink-and-black collar in 
the third year. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. West Pakistan (Baluchis- 
tan, Sind, NW. frontier districts, Punjab), and all nortliern India, eastward 
along the Himalayan foothills, 'terai, and the entire Gangetic Plain through 
Assam and E. Pakistan, south to the arbitrarily fixed boundary of 20®N. 
lat.; Nepal, terai and bliabar. Affects moist- and drj'-deciduous biotope — 
even semi-desert — keeping to light secondary jungle, gardens, orchards 
and cultivation in the neighbourhood of human habitations. Was intro- 
duced in the Andamans by Col. Tytler, about a hundred years ago (Hume, 
1874, SF 2: 177) but failed to ‘ take o-. *, 

ExiralimitaL Burma (ipcluding Shan States), SE, China, and reportedly 
Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. One of the most destructive bird pests of agriculture 
and horticulture. Keeps in small parties or large noisy rabbles which often 
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band together in enormous swarms to raid ripening crops of jowar, maize, 
and other cereals, and orchard fruit. The birds clamber about among the 
tw4gs and gnaw into the half-ripe fruits, one after another, wasting far more 
than they actually cat. Or they descend in swarms upon ripening fields of 
food crops, biting into the ears of grmn or cutting off the head completely ^ 
and flying with it to a nearby tree where it is raised up to the bill with one 
foot and after a nibble or two wastcfuUy discarded, the bird soon returning 
to the to renew’ its ravages. Frantic shouts and stones hurled from sUngi 
by the ryot from his machan anudficld only serve to move the destructive 
horde to a different corner of the field where the depredation complacently 
continues. Rabbles of these parakeets commonly gather at wayside railway 
stations and goods sheds, clambering amongst the sacks of grain and ground- 
nuts awaiting entrainment, biting through the fabric and helping them- 
selves to the contents; or they waddle about comically on the ground with 
partly raised tail to pick up the spillage. Has commun^ roosts, often shared 
"with cro^vs and mynas, among groves of trees in sprawling urban gardens 
and outskirts of habitation where enormous numbers collect at sunset, 
flying in; battalion after battalion, from all points of the compass. The birds 
arc extraordinarily abundant in and around some of the larger northern 
cities like Lahore, Nesv Delhi and Kanpur. Flight swift and direct with 
rapid wing-beats. 

A large noisy swearing mob of parakeets soon musters at the summons of 
a pair ^vhose nest is threatened, c.g. by mynas or a snake, the birds flying at 
and around the intruder, flitting angrily about him in a sort of hypnotized 
frenzy, all screeching and screaming wildly togctficr. The male has a very’ 
ludicrous courtship display’, sidling up to his mate, stretching himself up to 
his full height, feeding her x>n regurgitated pap and caressing her, often 
with the bills interlocked. He suddenly backs atyay stiffly, eying her from a 
foot’s distance with his head pulled well back (as if in rapt admiration), 
strutting and posturing, wings partially open at the shoulders, and the foot 
on'hcr side lifted and ridiculously * clawing the air ’ towards her. He then 
crosses over to the other side of the hen to repeat the antics, and thus back 
and forth several times. (For further details of courtship and mating sec 
Sdlim All, 1927, JBNHS 32: 218-19; also Malcolm Macdonald, 1960, Birds 
in my Indian Garden : 48-60.) 

FOOD. Fruits, cereal, grain, and seeds of all kinds, svild as well as culti- 
vated. Among items specifically identified arc chillies {Capsicurri)^ groundnuts 
{Arackis hypogaea)^' gram {Ctcer arietinum); flower-petals and nectar of 
Salmalia malabarico, Erylhrina indica^ Butea monosperma^ Bassia lalifolia 
and other species; seeds of Prosopis Acacia arabica^ Casuarina 

equisetifolio^ green spiny fruit of the common svasteland sveed Xanthium, and 
flowers and fruits of Capparis aphylla. 

VOICE and calls. A loud, shrill screaming kee-ahj sometimes quickly 
repealed several rimes, varying in tempo >vith the occasion, and uttered at 
rest as well as on the wing. 

BREEDING. Season^ chiefly January to April but may go on till July. 
Pfesty an "uniined hollo^v in a trei^-trunk, usually some sniall natural hole 
cut and enlarged by the birds to size; or preferably a readymade nest-hole 
of barbet or woodpecker, at any height beriveen e. 3 and 10 metres. Holes 
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in rock scarps and walls of ruined buildings and andent forts arc freely 
occupied, many pairs often nesting dose to each other in a loose colony. 
Frequently holes in the outside walls of buildings in 'towns are appropriated, 
often in the heart of noisy congested bazaars. EggSj 3 or 4, sometimes .5, 
rarely 6; pure white roimdish ovals. Average size of 20 eggs 29‘3 x 24*0 
mm. (Baker). Cutting of ncst-hole by both sexes; incubation entirely by 
female. Period of incubation undetermined. Both parents feed the nestlings 
by regurgitation. According to Malcolm Macdonald, young leave nest 
about four weeks from laying of the egg by parent. 

Museum Diagnosis. For detafls of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. P, k. borealis 
differs from the peninsular and Ceylon race mantllensis in being clinally larger and 
slightly paler and ydlowcr ; also in having — in the majority of cases — both mandibles 
red;' in mantllensis the lower mandible is black. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from cere) 

Tanus 

Tail 

10 ad. 

I75-I87 

24-27 

— 

225-263 mra. 

(Punjab) 

(once 191) 



(once 189) 





(HW) 

5 ad. o'cJ’ 

179-180 

26-29 

18-19 

157-245 mm. 

(Gujarat) 
Baker gives 




(SA) 

9 9 

164-1831 

162-170/ 

24-26 

16-17 

/240-282 mm. 
\ 190-240 mm. 

^Vdght 5 

d’d’ (104) 116-139 gm. (SA). 




COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Iris ycIlowish white. Bill, both mandibles coral-red. 
Legs and feet greenish slate. 

550. Roseringed Paralceet. Psittaeula krameri manilUnsis (Bcchstein) 
Piittaevs Afanillenris Bcchstein, 1800, StubenvOgel, 2nd Gotha cd.; 612 
. (Philippines, errore == Ceylon) 

f Baker, FBI No. 1500, Vol. 4: 202 
Plate 50, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Totd, Lybdr told (Hindi); Sad, Sued (E. Madhya Pradesh); Popdt, 
Suio (Gujarat); Pepdt, Keerd (Marathi) ;G^j7uta (Tclugu); Ai7i (Tamil) ; Anwa /iV<wra 
(SInhala); Taltd, Modirattattd (Malayalam). 


SIZE. Myna -f ; with long pointed tail. Length overall c. 42 cm. (16 J in.). 
FIELD CHARACTERS. A slim, grass-grccn parakeet with tlic typical short 
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hcaN-y, deeply hooked red bill. Indistin- 
guishable in the field from 549 q.v. 
except by black (r. red) lower mandible,* 
STATUS, DlSTRlBUnO.N and HABITAT. 
Resident. Peninsular India south ofJat. 
20®N. — the arbitrarily fixed boundary 
with the northern race — and Ceylon 
(low-country AVet and Dr>’ zones). 
Affects moist- and dry’-dedduous bio- 
tope: lightly wooded country and 
cultivation in the ndghbourhood of 
human habitations. 


» In sotne cases lower mindible pirtly red partly black. 
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OENZRAI. iiABrrs. As of the northern form (549). q.y. By its ubiquitous 
bundance, the vast swarms in which it occur in agricultural 
j wasteful feeding habits, is a menace to food crops and orchard fruit. A 
ighly destructive pest svith no compensating virtue 
sLt of view. A popular pet of the common man . If jf to m 
id hand-reared learns to repeat a few words ratlicr indutmctly, and to 

ro^ Md’^c^^''’°^'in^«- Locally very destructive to coiTce 

ton' OTcmMtoludmg Ceylon) chieny 
ad April/May. A>sl, eggs and site as in the northern race. Average size 

DO egES 30-5 X 24-3 mm. (Baker). . i, 

MoSm Pmcnosb. Qinally somevhat smaUcr dian 549; 

iuefly by the lower mandible being black (a. red). Specimens from aroun^ab 
ra. are in.ermedia.e in this regard and can rmdily pars for e.dier f”™- ^ ™ 
Ms agree with those from S, Indb in size and colour and cannot bo separated 

rom them. * 


measurements 
' "Wing 

ad. 

teylon, 159-172 


BiU 

(from cere) 
22-25 


Tanus 


16-17 


Tail 


186-230 mm. 

(SA, mv) 


ysorc) 

COLOURS OP PARE PARTS. As in 549. 

PsrrrAcuLA aixxa.ndri (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Paler above and below; tail longer: o’ 196-190,^9 
below; tail shorter; <? 


551 Indian Redbreasted Parakeet. Psiltacula aUxeudri fasciata 
(P. L. S. Mfillcr) 

P. L. S. btuller, 1776, S-PP'” 

rioted to Aralan- by Ticehunt, 1933, Jour. Bom. naL Hnl. Soe. 36. 934) 
Baker, FBI No. 1508, Vol. 4: 210 
■ Plate SO, fig. 11 

lac NAsms. Midas. Kijlli. Caur iilS (Hindi); Taail M7M (Nepal); Daaialcr 

r Kgtn - ; witl. long, pointed mil. Lcngd. P'craIIe.30^^5in.) 
XD cimnACTEKS. A long and poinied-miled grassy v,«r^ 

ST pink head and plum-red throat imd breast. A prominent yellow 
Idcr-patcli where maroon in Aiexandnnc Parakeet (a4j). 

we remarks on allocation of type locality, I9«, JlbNHS 57t 5S6-7. 
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Male (adult). Aim, head purplish grey uith narrow black forehead 
r unning back to eyes, and broad black stripes from lower mandible to 
sides of head. Hindncck and sides of neck brighter green than rest of upper- 
parts. A large yellow patch on ssing.shoulder (mediaa and greater coverts). 
Scbzv, throat and breast vinaceous red; belly bluish green; vent and under 
taal-coverts yellcssish green. Tail bluish green above srith yellossish tips; 
dusky yellow below. Bill largely red. 

Female. Head tinged blue-green and with less plum-coloured bloom; 
breast redder and darker, untinged with plum colour. Bill largely black. 

Young (ii^ature). Green throughout lacking the red breast and 
with only a slight dull brownish plum-colour about the head. Black head 
markings are acquired after the first moult (Baker). Bill like female’s, but 
ncstfings said to have both mandibles homy reddish orange. Heeds 
confirmation. 

STATUS, DBTRmunoN and habitat. Resident, with local nomadic move- 
ments governed by food supply. The lower Himala>-as (terai, bhabar, and 
up to c. 1500 m.) from about Dchra Dim (Kumaon) eastu-ard through 
Nepd, Sikkim, Bhutan, and NEFA; south through Assam, Nagaland, 
M^pur, and Mizo (?). E.ast Pakistan. Affects moist-deciduous biotope-^ 
thin serondary jungle and the neighbourhood of jkoom or shifting hill 
cultivation. Avoids dense es'ergreen forest. 

ExtrclimtiiL SW. Yunnan, Burma, N. \'ietnam and the other Indochinese 
countries; S. China and Hainan Islmd. 

CE.VERAL HABITS. Usually keeps in parties of 6 to 10, occasionally larger 
rabbles as when raiding fields of hill paddy or orchards. Often descends to 
the ground in haivested fields, parties of the birds waddling about actively 
to glean the fallen grain. Small flocks do the rounds of particular fruiting or 
flowering trees day after day until a tree is cleared. The birds feed quietly 
among the foliage as they clamber about, their presence in a tree only 
betrayed by the rain of leaves and other naatter dropped in the process or 
by the mufiled whirr of wings as a bird flies from one branch to another. 
When mosing to another tree the flock fly swifdy as a compact wheeling 
battalion, uttering their distinedve cries. ‘ If one of a flock should happen 
to be viounded, its calling will bring the whole party fl)ing round almost 
within arm’s length, the entire number keeping up all the dme an unceasing 
din of not unplcaang chatter’ (Armstrong, 1876, SF 4: 308). 

FOOD. Wild figs {Ficus spp.) and other wild and orchard fruit; leaf buds, 
and fleshy petals and nectar of Sclmclia, Buica, and suchlike flowers; hill 
paddy, maize, etc. 

VOICE and calls. A short sharp nasal, not unpleasant- scream, jiaink, 
quickly repeated by several birds together when a flock is disturbed and 
flying off*; cry arrcstingly dificrent from that of Roseringed or Alexandrine. 

ESEEDISO, Stastm, chiefly between January' and April, varying locally 
vdth altitude and other conditions. jVert, a natural tree-hole enlarged and 
excavated by the birds to suit; normally c. 3 to 10 metres up in thin forest 
X3T well-wooded country, often close to culdvadon and habitations; somc- 
bmes several nests in ndghbouring trees in a loose colony. Nest-holes of 
barbets and woodpeckers frequently utilized. Eggs, 3 or 4, white, less 
spherical than' of most parakeets. Average size of 50 eggs 30-9 x 25-6 mm. 
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(Baker), Courtslup not described, but judging from madng behaviour is 
evidently of same pattern as Roseringed Parakeet’s. ‘ While on female’s 
back (for over two minutes) male’s wings drooped limply at her sides as he 
aedvdy trod her shifdng from one foot to the other, his head bobbing 
quickly up and down, first on one side of hers then on the other as if kissing 
dtcmatdy on both cheeks ' (S.A). 

Meszuu Dlagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc, cit. 

MEASURZMEA-rs 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from cercl 

o’O’ <62-174\ 16-17 

5 9 157-162/ 

N 

COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Iris, ^ Straw to bright pale ycUo^Y, 9 wbtdsh 
Bill, o' upper mandible coral-red, lotvcr brownish bbek; 9 upper mandible 
black, lower bro^vnish black- Legs and feet dmky greenish yellow or pale yellowish 
tlaic, 

552. Andaman Redbreasted Parakeet- Psittcaila alexemdn ebbotti 
(Obcrholser) 

Co^tzTjs fcicictus ebbotti Obcrholser, 1919, Proc. Biol. Soc- Washington 32:29 
(South Andaman Island) 

Baker, FBI No. 1508 (part), Vol. 4: 210 

LOCAL KAXtEs. Unrecorded. 

ST 7 .F. As of 551 ; length overall c. 38 cm. (15 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS- As of 551, q.v.; indisfingtiishablc from it in the field. 
Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DCTRiBimoN and HABtTAT. Racc peculiar to the Andaman 
Islands. Recorded from Middle and South Andamans, but doubtless 
occurs over the entire group wherever conditions favourable, \sTth settle- 
ments and cultix'ation. ‘ Perhaps the commonest bird in the Andamans. 
Comes into Port Blair in tens of thousands in December and January*, 
devouring the paddy* (Osmaston, 1906, JBNHS 17; 487). Not report^ 
south of the Ten Degree Channel, in the Nicobar Islands. 

GENERAL HABtis, FOOD, VOICE and auxs. As in 551, q.v. 

BREEDING. Sfosofi, cxadcntly chiefly February' during which month 
Osmasion found numerous nests. and clutcli size as in 551. 

Museum Diagnose. Differs from P. a.fasaata in bang larger and palcr-coloured 
overalL 

MEASUTIEMENTS 


WTng 

BiU 

Tairos 

Tafl 

(Irom cere) 



170-174 

2S-31 

13-14 

187-193 mm. 
(BXHS ColL) 

168-172 

23-25 

14-21 [!] 

172-190 mm. 


(U.5. Nat. Mus. Coll.) 

cx)LOURS or BARE BARTS. As ID the Indian form. 


TaU 


/I68-189 mm. 
L 145-171 mm. 
(Baker) 
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553. Blyth’s Nicobar Parakeets Psitlaada ccmiceps (BljTh) 
Peicwr?:uefiran^Bl>-th, 1846, Jour. Aaat. Soc. Bengal 15:23 (Nicobars) 

Baker, FBI No. 1509, VoL 4: 212 
Plate 50, fig. 1 

LOCAL rtAUES. Nonc rccorded- 

SEZE. Kgeon slenderer and xrith long, pointed tail. Length overall 
c. Gl cm. (24 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A large, lathcT ding^Mooking, long-tailed grass- 
green parakeet •with black head mar^ngs rimilar in pattern to Redbreasted, 
but -without the red breast. 

Male (adult). Atew, forehead black continued back>s*ard as a broad 
stape to each c)’c; a very wide black band from lower mandible to each 
ride of neck. Rest of head, hindncck and rides of neck bro3>'nish grey 
gradually diffusing into the bright yellowish green upperparts. Tail dingy 
ycllo^^’; middle feathers blue at base, \’5olct-grc)' towards tips. Below, chin 
black; rest of imdcrparts yellowish green like back. Bill red. 

Female has the grey of the head tinged with bluish, and black bill. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. Nicobar Islands; so far 
recorded only on Great Nicobar, Montschall and Kondul. Affects high 
forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. K.ccps Singly or in p^rs or parties of 5 or 6, much to 
the tops of high trees when not feeding. Difficult to observe among the 
dense foliage, its present only betrayed by its distinctive noisj’ calls %vhich 
can be heard a long way off (Da^Tson). 

FOOD. largely * the ripe fruit of the pandanus, so abundant on the 
' inhabited island s of the Nicobar group *. 

VOICE and calls. ‘A wild screeching note (but quite unlike cither 
ejjthrvgn^s orjfiuriahu)’; continually uttered while at rest and in 
flight. A loud raucous kraan kreurz, not unlike a crow’s (HA). 

BREEDiNo. Unrecorded. 

Diagnoso. Fot details of plumage see Baker, loc. aL; Hume, 1874, 
SF 2: 178-80. 

ittASCRnCEXTS 

c?(? 202-222 \ 

9 9 195-212/ 

The fonale has as lot 

10 examples from die Nicobars in the Abbott coUccticn, U.S. Nat. Mus., give 
5 o'!? 200-215 29-32 19-23 308-358 mm. 

599 203-217 29^30 21-22 299-308 tom. 

. colours or BARE p.\RTS, Iris orange-red- BUI: upper mandible in ^ coral-red, 
9 black; lower mandible in both sexes Legs and feet plumbeous green 

(or p>huabeous red, according to Baker). 

554. Lord Derby’s Fsrakeet. Psiticazia ctrtycu: (Fraser) 
Pchard, t)afy~a Fraser, 1852 (1850)', Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 245, Avis, pL 25. 

(No locality, cage bird) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 50, fig. 2 

local HAicEs. None recor d ed. 




Bm 

(from cere) 
28-30 

a tail as the male. 


Tarsus 


20-21 


Tan 

2^8-345 nun. 
(Baker) 
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SIZE. Myna; with long pointed tail. Overall length c. 46 cm. 
(18-19 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Head violct-bluc tvashtd tvith green, with a narrow 
black band from eye to eye along base of bill, and a wide mouitache of the 
same colour; underpart of neck, breast, and upper abdomen a fine purplish 
violet. Rest of plumage green, becoming ycllo>s’ish on the wings and bluish 
on dorsal side of the tail. Bill red and black in male; all-black in female. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Presumably summer visitor to 
NEFA in the Siang and Subanriri Di\Tsxon5, as in adjacent SE, Tibet 
(between e, 2700 and 3500 m.), where according to Ludlow it only arrives 
during the first half of hlay and departs about end September. ENTdently 
docs not occur w'cst of about the 93rd meridian. 

ExirdirmlcI, SE. Tibet; SIV. China in the provinces of Szechuan and 
Yunnan (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. On arrival (in SE. Tibet), and before departure, seen 
inlarge flocks of 40 to 50 birds in culti\atcd sallcys and conifer forest higher 
up. Noisy and xoxy destructive to ripening crops. 

FOOD. Barley, poplar catkins, cones of Pinus tcbvlaefcrmis and orchard 
fruit, according to season and a\a51ability. 

voicx and calls. Not described. 

BREEDING. S'oson ^ SE. Tibet) mid June. Js'est, in holes in trees 
especially those of Pcpulus dliaXa (Luffio^s', 19^). 

Museum Dl^cnoss. Distinguished from Psittcade &.fascicie (551) chiefly b>' the 
green of the back running up on the nape and occiput (p. these parts concolorous 
with the c^>^vn). Breast much more lavender (c. vinaceous rosy), the colour extending 
considerably lower down tcrv\’ards ^'cat than the ros>' in fe^aie. 

MEASUREMENTS of spccizaeas collected b}' F. Ludlow in SE. Tibet, \S'mg 3 
223-231; 5 9 9 218-224 mrm (Kinncar). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis gTcyish 'j'cllow. BiH: upper mandible in adult 
o' red, in $ and juv. o' black; lower mandible in both sexes black. Legs greenish 
giry; claws brown- t 


PsnTACULA LONGICAUDA (Boddacrt) 

Key to Ae Sub^ieeies 

Back distiaedy pale, tinged with lilac and blue..P.h tjdm (d'9) 

Back almost concolorous with crown P.l.rzocberica (^ 9) 

555. Asdaznan Rcdcherfced Parakeet. PsiUcada hm^xcziia tjHeri 
(Hume) 

PdLeeorrSx Tytlai Hume, 1874, Stray Feathers 2: 454 (Ai«iaman Islands; 
new name for Pdeerms e^ods Bea-van, 1867, not of Gould, 1853) 

Baker, FBI No. 1511, VoL 4: 214 
* Plate 50, fig. 8 

LOCAL KAMSS. None recorded- 

stzE. Myna tvith a very long pointed tail. Overall length c. 46 cm. 
(18 kl). 

FIELD CHAR.*crrERS. Rcddicdtcd like 556, q.v., but both sexes less 
ydlowish gree n and much bluer above and bdow. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABTrAT. Resident and ver^' common through- 
out the Andaman Islands, including Barren I., Narcondam, the Cocos, and 
Preparis. AfTects cultiv'ated areas and surrounding forest. 

GENXRAi. HABrrs. Kecps in vast Bocks of thousands about fields of 
ripening paddy, to which the birds are enormously destructive (Butler, 
1899). 

FOOD. As of other parakeets — grain and fruit 

VOICE and cams. Unrecorded. 

BREEDINO. Season, February-March. Jk'esi, a hole in a tree, very com- 
monly a padouk {PUrocarpus marsvpium), between about 4 and 8 metres up, 
growing near habitadon or in forest. t^vo or three, ^vliite. Average 

size of 30 eggs 30*6 X 24*7 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Male distinguished from that of the Nicobar population . 
(556) by the strong wash of violet on the upper back and blue on the lower back; 
underparts much less yellow, more tinged ^\-ith bluish. Female also more blimh 
overall, and with the mandibular stripe all green instead of green-tinged black. 
Both sexes rather smaller than Nicobar birds. 

UEASUREXIENT3 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from cere) 

(fc? 173-182 23-25 c. 19-20 235-253 mm. 

9 9 I65-I73 22-23 c. 17-18 178-204 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 556. 


556. Nicobar Redcbeelced Parakeet* Psittacula longicauda nicobarica 
(Gould) 

Palaeomis J^obarieus Gould, 1857, Bds. Asia, pt. 9, pi. 13 [= 6, pi. 6 of bound vol.) 

(Nicobars). New name for Paltieomis eiythrogerys Blyth, 1846, not of Lesson, 1831 
Baker, FBI No. 1510, Vol. 4: 213 

LOCAL NAMES. Tolaka, Talahi (Car Nicobaresc). 

SIZE. Myna with a very’ long pointed tail. Overall length c. 48 cm. 
(19 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). crotvn gTCcn; a black band of 

green-tipped feathers from nostril to cy'cjsidesofhcad light brick-red; nape 
y’cliowish green with an indistinct lilac collar on hindncck.- Upper back pale 
greyish yellow-green, intcrscapulary region more bluish, rump bright green* 
Wings largely yellow-green and blue-green. Tail grcen-and-blue, the middle 
feathers largely blue. Below, chin and broad mandibular stripe to each side 
of neck black; rest of underparts green, yellower on throat and breast. 

Female has the cheeks duller red and the mandibular stripe partially 
tinged w'ith green. Rest of plumage, above and below, nearly uniform green. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsident.'Nicobar Island;. Recorded 
in the 1870s and 90s as c-xcessivcly abundant on all the islands of the group; 
presumably this status continues. Affects forest, gardens (kampongs), 
cultivation, and mangroves. 

GENERAL HABITS, As iu 555. 
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FOOD. As of. Other parakeets — grain and fruit. Items spcdfically 
recorded arc papay’a {Carica papajd), ripe pandanus fruit, and occasionally 
the outer covering of ^tel nuts {Areca caUcku) — ^Davison, 1874,’ SF 2; 1B3. 
VOICE and calls. Loud, not imlike that of Psittacula kramm (HA). 
BREEDING. Seoson, evidently as in the Andamans, Fcbruary-March. 
Xtsi, the only two known %vcre in tree-holes on Trinkut I. r, 4 metres up in 
a Pandanus and 10 m. up in a large forest tree respectively. Each contained 
two young birds (Davison). 

Museusi Diagnosis. Both sexes rather larger and bluer than Andaman birds. 
For distinguishing from that population see under 555; for details of plumage Baler, 


loc. cit. 

, MEASURElrENTS 




Wing 

BUI ‘ 

(from cere) 

Tanua 

Tan 

o'cJ' 186-192 

26-28 *1 

18-20 

r 250-286 irinL 

9 9 -178-187 

24-25 / 

\ 180-205 ttutL 
(Baker) 


6 ad. "Wing 195-202 (av. 199-5); tail 240-290 mm. (HA), 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis ycllow, CTcamy white, Or palc brown. Bill: o' Upper 
mandible vermilion, yellow at the tip, lower mandible homy black, yellowish homy, 
or dingy red; 9 both mandibles blackish; in very young bi^ (both sexes) dull red. 
Legs and feet dull earthy or dingy green (Home). 

PilTTACULA CYANOCEPHALA (Unnacus) 

Cf. Whistler, H, & Kinnear, N. B., 1935, JBNHS 37; 752-3, Brns-as, B,, 1951, 
Amer. Mus. Norit., No. 1500: 1-8 
Key to the Subspecies 

Head in o' richer coloured, more bluelcss red; under Mng-coverts 

and rump (cP 9 ) bluish green P, e. eyanoapkala 

Head in cP less blue more red; under wing-coverts and 

rump {<J^ bluish green P.e. hengalerms 

557. Northern Blossomheaded Parakeet. PsittacuUs^anocephahs 
bengalaisis (Forster) 

Psittacus ben^aUnsu Forster, 1781, in Pcrmant*s Indian Zoo!.: 40 
(Bengal; restricted to Calcutta by Wlilstler & Kinnear) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 502. Vol. 4:204' 

LOCAL NAifES. Fariddi (= * complainer ’), Tut, Fuliuti (Bengal); Bengali tetS 
(Punjab); Desi tSija, LahitS tola, TutyS lota (U.P.); Tut suga (Nepal). 

SIZE. Mjma — ; \Wthalong, pointed tail. Ovci-all length r. 36 cm. (I4in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of thc southcru bird (558), q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, %vith local movement* 
governed mainly by food supply. Roughly from about Rawalpindi (c. 73*E. 
long.) in West Pakistan easnvard along the lower Himalayas through 
Jammu and Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh and Nepal to Bliutan duars and West 
BcngaJ;nonnalJy up tor. 600 metres, exceptionally and locally to r. 1500 m. 
Southward in thc Gangctic Plain and through Saurashtra in Gujarat and 
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Madhya Pradesh to lat. 20"N., the arbitrarily fixed boundary where it 
intergrades 'vith nominate cyanoctphala. Affects w'cli-wooded moist-deciduous 
plains and foothills country; avoids semi-desert areas. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 558, 

BREEDING. Scoson, ovcrall January to April, varying with locality. }Pest, 
eggs, etc. as in thc nominate race. Average size of 40 eggs 25-0 X 20-4 mm. 
(Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Diffen from thc nominate form of south India and Ceylon 
(558) in being clinally larger, with the head paler coloured (less blue, more red) in 
the male. Tail much paler blue; rump, upper tail-coverts, under wing-coverts, 
and axiUanes green {contra bluish green or verdigris). Birds approaching the 20th 
parallel arc intermediate and can pass with cither race. 

MZASURESCEmX 

Wing BUI Tail 

(&otn cere) 

138-150 17-19 183-253 mm, 

9 9 I35-I44 18-18 185-200 mm, 

(BtSH-as) 

Tarsus <J’ 9 14-16 mm. (SA). 

Weight 2 cfc? 70, 71*5; I 9 66 gm. (GD). 

OOLOinU OP BARE PARTS. As in 558. 

558. Southbrn Blossoxnheaded Parakeet. Psittacula Q’anocepkala 
^'onccephala (Linnaeus) 

Psittacus cyenocephalasUsiTt^cia, 1 766. Sjxt. Nat., ed. 12, 1: 141 (East Indies = Gingr, 
South Arcot district, Madras) ^ 

Psittacus rosa Boddaert, 1783, Table PL ciilura,: 53 (MahiS; restricted to Chittagong 
by Whistler &. Kinnear, 1935; re-restricted to hfalabar coast b>* Bisu-as, 1951, 
tanu cit. supra 

Baker, FBI No, 1503^ Vol. 4: 206 
Plate 50, fig, 5 

LOCAL names. Tinya tbtS (Hindi); AVfrd (Marathi); Tid (Gujarati); Rima chil uk a 
(Tclugu) ; Pdrstu girdtea. Rasa gtfdwa (Sinhala) ; KVi (Tamil) ; Pacn tSlta (Malayalam). 
SIZE. M)!^— ; >rith a long, pointed tail. Ovcrall length r.36 cm. (14 in.), 
FIELD CHARACTERS. A slcndcr, dainty grass-green or yellowish green 
parakeet with bright bluish red or pIum-<X)lourcd head, a black-and-vcrdigris 
collar, and a maroon-red patch on wng-shoulder. Broad white tips to the 
narrow, blue central tail-feathers particularly conspicuous in the swift 
arrow-like flight. 

Female has thc head duller and greyer, surrounded by a bright yellow 
collar. No neck-ring; maroon shoulder-patch absent or obsolete. 

young (immature) green o\*cran, with thc central tail-feathers shorter 
and broader. Tips of primaries more pointed tiian in adults. Dark head 
apparently acquired after thc fint winter. 

STATUS, DisTRiBuno.N and HABITAT. Resident, with marked local move 
ments go\'emed mainly by food supply. All peninsular India south of lat, 
20*N. (thc arbitrarily fixed boundary’ with 557), and Ceylon; lowlands and 
hills, locally up to c. 1300 metres. Affects moist-deciduous biotope — light 
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forest, well-wooded compounds, and cultivation; altogether less closely 
associated with man than Roscringed Parakeet. 

CENi^RAL HABITS. Largely restricted to wooded country. Usually keeps 
in small parties of 5 to 10 birds, but in areas of food abundance, cspcdally 
in cultivation within forest, often collects in very large flocks, of several 
hundred, committing serious depredations on ripening crops. Flighty — 
apUy likened by one observer to ‘ a badly balanced arrow * — very smft, 
thc flocks turning and twisting from side to side and in and out of llic stems 
’ of forest trees with amazing agiUl)’. It is accompanied by a distinctive, 
interrogative, shrill but pleasant note tool? or tooi-laoi.^ which, coupled with 
thc prominent while-tipped blue tail, makes its identity unmistakable even 
while dashing past. Roosts in large noisy rabbles in bamboo clumps and 
Buiea jungle, and thc like. 

FOOD. Grain and fruit of all kinds, buds, fleshy petals and nectar^ of 
flowers such as Solmolioj ButtOj and Basstc. Figs of pcepul and other Ftrut 
'species, and ber drupes [^iz^phus spp.) arc important * tvfld ’ items. Very 
destructive to paddy (Oryefl), jowar [Sorghum), maize (<ea muji), gram 
(Ciar), and vetches [Doliclm labial and other species) commonly cultivated 
in forest clearings. Destructive also to orchard fruit. 

VOICE and calls. Besides thc shrill taai-laoi? uttered in dashing flight, 
has a variety of soft musical conversational notes svhen at rot in company. 

BREEDIN’O. Season, chiefly Dcccmbcr/January' to April; in Ceylon 
occasionally also in July and August. A'«l, as of otlicr parakeets — a vcrtic.il 
shafl in a tree-trunk or bough svitli a neat round entrance-hole at thc top, 
at moderate heights from thc ground. Usually chiselled out by the birds 
themselves (both sCTo), but old nest-holes of small woodpeckers and barbels, 
enlarged to suit, also freely utilized. Not unlincd, but sometimes with a 
little chance debris of wood-chips fallen in during excavation. F. N. lietts 
observed that tliis species cliisels out long slivers of snxxl unlike other 
\ parakeets svhich bite off dice-shaped pieces. Several pairs often nest in a 
loose colony in the same or adjacent tree-trunks. F.ggs, 4 or 5 rarely 6 

while, more spherical th.-m of most oilier parakeets. Average size of 

50 eggs 24-9 X 20-2 mm. (Baker). As far as olrscrvcd thc hen alone in- 
cubates; share of thc male, if any, and period of incubation undetermined. 
Nestlings fed by regurgitation, apparently also by the hen alone. 

Courtship pattern and antics mainly as in Roscringed Parakeet (549), q.v. 

Mesceu Diagnosis. Clinally smaller than the nordicm /reya/renr (557). Head 
richly coloured in male (more blue, less red). Tail mucli d.arkrr blue; rump, upper 
tail-eoveru, under wing-eoverts, and axilbrics bluish green or verdigris (roerra green). 
Birds approaching thc 20lh parallel are intcrrocdblc and can past with either race. 
For details of plumage see Baker, loc, ciL ^ 

siEAsearitc.NTs 

\S5ng Bill Fail 

(from cere) 

o’;? 132-145 lG-19 100-210 nim. 

g 9 I2G-140 10-18 IOI-I7C mm. 

Txwus 13-15 Trui>. (SA). 

IVcighi 9 cf 9 56-70 gm. (av. C5) — SA. 
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coLOuns or bare parts. Iris ycllo^sTsh white. Bill (paler in 9 ) • upper mandible 
pale orange-yellow; lower blacldsh broMiTi, pale flesh colotir at chin. Legs and feet 
greenish grey; clav.'s homy. 

inscELLAKEous. likc other parakeets extremely svasteful in its feeding 
habits and wholly injurious from the economic point of view. Is a popular 
and ornamental though rather uninteresting pet. May learn to whistle 
snatches of some simple tunes, but has no drum to talking ability. 

PsiTTACULA ROSEATA Biswas 
Key to the Subspecies 
(Males only) 

Green above and below; red patch on upper wing-coverw smaller; 

under wing-covcrts green J^.t. roseatu 

Similar to above but more yelioNwh; red patch on upper wing- 
coverts larger P, r. junrae 

559. Assam Blossomheaded Parakeet* Psiltacula roseate roseate Biswas 

PsillaaJa roseola Biswas, 1951, Anier. Mus. Novit., No. 1500: 4 _ 

(Gunjong, North Cachar, Assam) 

Included by Baker under FBI No. 1503 
Plate 50, fig. 7 

LOCAL K/A!ES. Voobator kashibo (Cachari) ; 'Assairi Jultusi (Calcutta bird dealers). 

SIZE. Myna — ; witli a long, pointed tail. Overall length c. 36 cm. (14 in,). 

HELD CPARACTERS. As oF tlic Indian Blossomheadcd parakeets (557, 
558), qq.v. Indistinguishablc'from 557 in the field. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DTSTRiBUTioN and HABITAT. Resident, ^^'ith the usual local move- 
ments governed by food supply. Lower Himalayas and duars of Sikkim, 
Bhutan and northern Bengal; Assam; East Pakistan. Intergradcs \dth 
P. T.jun'ae (560) in southeastern E. Pakistan (Tripura area) roughly around 
91-92’’E. longitude. AfTccts well-wooded countr)*, light forest, and cultiva- 
tion in jungle clearings. 

Extralimital. ' Upper Burma * (Biswas). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 558, q.v. 

BREEDING. Scoson, chiefly January to March/April; in the Assam hills 
sometimes continuing into early May. Xest and eggs as ia 557. 

Museu.m Diacnoms. The species Psittamla roseola * differs from P. ^anocephala . 
in haring the forccrown, chcets, and car-coverts rosy pink Instead of red; the crown 
bluish lilac; back and rump green; no verdigris collar; the colour of the patch on 
wing-covcris between Morocco Red and Claret Brown of Ridgway (1912, pi- 1); 
under ing-coverts green and not verdigris: tips of central rcctriccs pale yellow; 
tail conspicuously shorter. The nominate subspecies is larger and darker; the patch 
on the WTHg-coverts is smaller ’ (Bmvas). 

vreASURE^rE^r^ ^ 

Wing BUI " Tail 

(from cere) 

e'a' 139-150 18-20 155-193 mm. 

9 9 137-H3 18-19 140-163 mm- 

(Biswas) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 558. 
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The seventh specimen, immature (sex ?), is green overall and matches well in 
coloration and size immature examples of himalqyana. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Unrecorded. 

562. Himalayan Slatyheaded Parakeet. Psittacula himalqyana (Lesson) 

PriJtanw (Conunu) Himalayanus Lesson, 1832, in Belanger's Voy. Ind. Orient, Zool. : 
239 (VaUc>-3 of the Himalaj'as) 

Falaeomis sehisticeps Hod^on, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 178 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1504, Vol. 4: 206 

Plate 50, fig. 6 , " 

Shogd (Kashmir) ; Pahan fwro (U.P.) ; Mdddnd siiga (Nepal) ; 
Pchdri told, Pdhari mddnd (Calcutta bird dealers). 

SIZE. M^ma; with a long, pointed tail. Overil length c. 41 cm. (16 in.), 
FpU) CHARACTERS. A gTass-gTccn parakcct with the entire head dark 
bluish slaty in the male. Clun and a narrow black ring encircling neck 
followed by a bright verdigris-green collar on hindneck; a prominent dark 
red patch on wing-shoulder (secondary coverts). Tail steeply graduated, 
all the feathers broadly tipped with bright pale yclimv, particularly the 
narrow’, pointed, blue middle pair. 

Female similar but without the red shoulder-patch. 

Both sexes readily disringuishable from Blossomheadcd Parakeet by dark 
Slaty head v. bluish red or grey, and bright yeUciv tail-rip v. white, these 
features striking even in a flashing fly-past. 

oung (immature) green overall, apparently acquiring the dark head 
after the first winter. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, migrating alritudinally ia 
^ntcr and with marked nomadic svanderings governed by food supply. 

Himalayas from the Afghan frontier in West Pakistan (Kohat, Kurratn, 
Chitral) casU\-ard through Kashmir, Garhsval, Kumaon, Nepal and Sikkun 
to Bhutan and western ^sam — roughly to around 92°E. longitude. At 
hi^er elcsarions than other parakeets, cluefly behveen c. 600 metres (srintcr) 
and 2500 metres (summer); occasionally down to 250 m. locally. Affects 
well w'oodcd hillsides and s’allej’s; cspcoally partial to deodar forest and 
the neighbourhood of terraced cultivation and hill orchards. 

general HABITS. Kccjis morc to forest than other parakeets, in fanuly 
parnes and smaU’flocks ; nowhere as abundant or in such large congregations 
as e.g. the Blossomheadcd. Like otlicr parakeets clambers among the foliage 
^d branches in hand-over-hand fashion aided by the hooked bill for 
c\erage. Flight very swift and direct, accompanied- by a high-pitched 
<wublc note, the birds turning, t\\isting, and banking in unison to wcas’C 
through tlic forest trees with remarkable agility, the whole flock 
suddenly swinging upwards to alight in the foliage canopy. 

EOOD. Nuts, acorns, seeds, and fruits — wild as well as cultis*atcd. Very 
t^tructivc to walnuts, and apples and pearsin hill orchards, gnawing into 
the half-ripK: fruit and wasting far more than it actually consumes. Is a local 
pest of maUc in upland \'allc>'s. 

VOICE amfCALLs. The high-pitched double scream taoi-loai? uttered in 
flight is like the Blossomhead's but harsher and quite distincri\‘c: rather 
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560. Arakan Blossoxnheaded Parakeet. Psittacula roseola Juneae Bbw’as 

Psiltaada roseola Jmae Biswas, 1951, Amer. Mus. No^it., No. 1500: 5 
(Arakan, Burma) 

Included Baker under ^I No. 1503 

LOCAL NAMES. Not Specifically recorded. Trracca (for parakeets generally, Mani- 
pur). 

SIZE. Myna— ; with a long, pointed tail. Overall length c, 36 cm. (I4in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 558. Indistinguishable in the field from other 
Blossomheadcd parakeets. Sec Museum IHagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Thc Tripura area (roughly around 
longitude 91-92®E.) where thc population intergradcs svith nominate 
roscata; Mizo (?); Manipur (?); Chittagong, E. Pakistan(?). 

Extralimital. ‘Arakan, Low’cr Burma south to Tavoy district, Siam, and 
Indochina [Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia] * (Biswas). 

BREEDING. As in 557; nothing specifically recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. ‘ Similar to roseata but more yellowish, both above and 
below; the central tail-feathers less bluish; the patch on the wing-coverts more 
extensive on the average; wing smaller ’ (Bis^s'as). 

MEASUREMENTS of intermediate examples from the Tripura area: 4 Wing 
137-145; hUl (from cere) 18-19; tail 170-198 mm. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As m 558. 

561. Rodischlld’s Parakeet- Psittacula intermedia (Rothschild) 
Palaeomis intermedia Rothschild, 1895, Nov. Zool. 2: 492 (India) 

Cf. Hartcrt, E.. 1924, Nov, Zool., 31 : 126 
Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. About that of the Himalayan Slatyheaded Parakcct (562). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Presumably more or less as of 562, q.v., but never 
consdomly seen alive in the wild state by any ornithologist. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Completely unknown. Originally 
described from a single trade skin (thc Type) of unknow’n provenance — 
allegedly * Native Sikkim * — shipped from Bombay along with t%vo skins 
cX Psittacula himalqyana. Six more were obtidncd-latcr from a London plume 
dealer. These 7 specimens — all that are known — • are now in the Roths- 
diild Collection, American Museum of Natural History', New York. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Unknown, but presumably ^ 
not dificrent from its putative parent stocks. 

Museum Diagnosis. Superficially a hybrid between Psittacula himclqyanafP. fatsekit 
and Psittaeide CfoitocephalafP. roseata sharing many characters with both thc groups. 
Approximates m coloration to the Blossomheadcd species, and in size to the Slaty- 
headed. For a discussion and analyses of thc shared characters sec Biswras, 1959 
JBNHS 56: 558-62. 

MEASiniEMEKTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from cere) / 

6 ad. [t?) 148-158 19-21 185-221 mm. 

(3 measured) 

(Biswas) 
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reminiscent of the shrill * whistles * of a marmot, yinglc high-pitched 
shriek commonly uttered at rest; also a variety of softer and more musical 
ojnvcrsational notes when in company. 

BREEDING. Normally up to c. 2500 metres. Season chiefly March to Ivlay, 
vailing >vith altitude. Nest, a natural hollow in a tree-trunk, or old wood- 
pecker or barbel hole, chiselled out to suitable size, or one self-excavated 
by the birds, between c. 6 and 18 metres up. Sometimes several holes in thc 
same or adjacent trees in forest occupied in a loose colony. Eggs, 3 to 5^ — 
most commonly 4 — white, glossless, rather spherical ovals. Average size 
of 40 eggs 28-3 X 22‘2 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes in thc domestic 
chores presumably as in Blossomhcad but not specifically recorded. 
Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cat. Diffcri from the 
allied eastern spcdcs (563) by darker plumage, including slate colour of head. 
Wing longer; central tail-feathers shorter and broader (breadth near tip e. 11 mm.) 
in both sexes. 

MEASUREMENTS 

, ^Ving Tail 

39 cTc? 157-175 (av. 166) 38 o’d’ 175-275 (av. 233) mm. 

11 9 9 153-165 (av. 160) 119 5 149-275 (av.200) mm. 

(K. Z. Husain) 

Tarsus 12-13 mm.; bill (from cere) 20-22 mm. (Baker). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris Qxamy white tolemon-ycllow. Bill: uppCT mandible 
orange, reddish at base, yellow at tip; lower mandible yellow. Legs and feet ydlowish 
green; claws plumbeous bom. 

563. Eastern Slatyheaded Parakeet. Fsillmda Jmschii (Hume)* 

Palaearms Finsddi Hume, 1874, Stray Feathers 2: 509 
(Kollidoo, 3500-5000 ft, upper Salween River, Burma) 

Baker. FBI No. 1505, Vol. 4: 208 
Plate 50, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAME. DooholoT kegoshhi (Cachar). 

SIZE. Myna; with a long, pointed tail. Overall length e. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slatyhcadcd hill-forest parakeet, indistinguishable 
from 562 in the field. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DSTRiBUTioN and HABITAT. From southeastern Bhutan and 
western Assam cast and south through NEFA, thc rest of Assam, Naga- 
land, Manipur, Mizo, and East Pakistan (Sylhet-Quttagong area) ; foothills 
and up to c. 2100 m. Affects hill forest and culthTition. 

Extrclirnlcl. W. Yunnan, Burma south to Tcnasscrim, N. Thailand, 
southern Laos, and central Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 562, q.v. 

* Treated as a race of PsiUertds ia Syaopsii. The fact of rympatry (overlapprag 

b r ee ding distribution) ia the duan area of northern Bengal and sootheastera Bhutan appa- 
rently without hybridicatioa, pointed out by K- Z-Huaaia (1959, TKx lOl (2) : 249-50) and 
coaEriaed by Birwas (1960, JBNHS 57: 538), aeceiiltates diaage xa its taxooosik 
ftatus. 
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BEEEDKO. Scasm, February to May. Mest, tggs, etc. as in P. himali^cna> 
Average size of 30 eggs 27-1 X 21 -5 mm. (Baker). 

IkfusEUU Diagnosis. Similar to P, kirruilejana (562) sex for sex, but paler rntrall 
mciudinj slate colour of head. Bach more yellow; central tail-feathers a paler LTae- 
blue In the middle and duller lilac-yellow on the ter minal halves; under wing- 
coverts and axillancs a darker blue-green. ^Ving shorter; central tail-feathers much 
longer and narrow’cr (breadth near tip e. 5 mm.) in both sexes. _ 

IXEASURZUEfns 

'Ving Tail 

34o’d' H5-155 (av. 150) 32 qI cf 24a-'305 (av. 270) mm- 

10 9 9 141-149 (av. 143) 999 212-250 (av. 223) mm, 

(K. Z. Husain) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris cTcamy white to yellow. Bill: upper mandible 
coral-red or vermilion, tipped yellow; lower mandible all ^■cllow. Legs and feet 
dirty green (Baker). 

564. Blnewinged ParalceeL Psiltacula columboides (Vigors) 

Palaeomis columboides Vigors, 1830, Zool. Jour. 5: 274 
(No locality = Aneichardi, Travancore) 

Baker. FBI No. 1506. Vol. 4: 208 
Plate 50, fig 10 

LOCAL NAims. Maddngom told (Hindi; of bird dealers?); Ji'ilattattd (Mala)*alam). 

SEE. MjTia slenderer and %v5th a long, pointed tail. Overall length 
c. 38 cm. (14| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A blulsh gTCcn (rathcF than grass-green) parakeet 
u-ith pinky grey head, back and breast, and a brilliant bluc-grren and black 
collar round occiput. Lower back, rump, and upper tail-covcrts greenish 
blue. Wings and central tail-featliers conspicuously blue, the latter tipped 
with yellow. 

^ Female lacks the blue-grccn or verditer collar behind tlie black neck- 
ring and has tlic dove-grey on back and breast less pure in tint. 

Young (immature) more or less entirely green irith the collar only 
faintly indicated. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTTOH and HAsiTAT, Resident, \rith the usual nomadic 
wandering in quest of food. The Western Ghats complex from Kerala north 
to c. 19°N. lat. (Kasa in Thana dost., north of Bombay) including the Nilgiri, 
Palni, and associated hills of Tamil Nadu and M>'sorc States — chiefly 
bettveen c. 500 and 1500 m. alt. Not in Ceylon. Restricted to evergreen 
biotope but wandering into the intermediate 2 onc to nbout the same limit 
as P, (yanocephala docs from the deciduous end. Both species frequently occur 
together in low foothills country; only the Bluewinged at higher elevations. 

^ GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in parties of 4 or 5, or small flocks, to forested 
hillsides in the vicinity of hillmcn’s settlements and cultivation or poddus. 
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released after their graduation is not clear. But they were regularly fed and 
so kept in the neighbourhood of the holy man’s abode. To his gloriflcation 
lliey caused open-mouthed wonderment amongst the devout who pilgrimaged 
to the saint periodically, and who helped later to broadcast the magical 
piety of BSbuddin and the spell it had cast upon the parakeets of the 
localityl 


565. Layard’s Parakeet.’ Psiltacula calthorpae (Blyth) 

Palaeomis Calthrapae (jiff) * Layard ' = Blyth, 1849, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18 
(2): 800 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1507, Vol. 4: 209 
Plate 50, fig. 12 - 

LOCAL NAMES. Alu ghdwd (Slnhata); Kill (Tamil). 

SIZE. Myna — ; slenderer, with a long, pointed tail. Overall length c. 

31 cm. (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slim grccn parakcct, superficially very like tJic 
Bluewinged (564) of soutliwestcrn India, but o' witli green brings (c. blue), 
bluish crown and upper back (r. grey) and green breast instead of grey. 

Male (adult). Above, forehead, Jores and a patch round eye green; 
rest of head, nape, and upper back bluish grey: a conspicuous broad 
emerald green and black collar. Lower back, rump, and upper lail-covcrts 
blue. Central tail-feathers deep purplish blue lipped with greenish yellow. 

Female similar to o' but duller green on the face, and widi black, 
instead of red upper mandible. 

Young (immature) green throughout except the tail which is blue. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Spccics pccuHar to Ceylon. Resident; 

• moderately plentiful in the wooded areas of the hills to c. 1800 metres and 
lliroughout the greater part of the lowlands (bolli Wet and Dr>' zones) to 
tlic cast and southeast of the mountains (Phillips). An unconfirmed sight 
record in January on Hululc Island, N. hlahe Atoll, Maldives (Gadow & 
Gardiner, 1903). Probably escapes. 

CFNERAL HABITS. Principally a hill parakeet though descending locally 
to nearly sea level in the Wet zone. Coi.'icidenl with the Blossomhead (558) 
over much of its range. Keeps in fair-sized flocks on (he outskirts of woods, 
in open spaces in the jungle, and in the svooded gorges of ihc patanas (open 
stretches of grassland). Flight and general bcliariour not signifitrintiy 
different from 558. 

FOOD. Fruits, flowers, buds, nectar, etc.; ‘ less destructive to gram fields 
than tlic Blossomhcadcd and Roscringed Parakeets, bring more dcriiiitcly 

arboreal than they * (Henry). , l r t t 

VOICE and calls. A loud, harsh chattering scream eJ: ck ck ok ck 

(Henry). ‘ ..tic u ♦ 

BREEDING. Seajon, ‘January’ to hlay, and often again in july-Scplcmbcr 
(Ilcnry). Xest, a tree-hole as in other parakeets, usually high up, sornctimcs ^ 
in the top of a dead coconut palm. Eggi, 2 or 3, white, glossies, broad ovab. 
Average she of 9 eggs 24-7 X 19-2 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes m the 
domestic chores and incubation period unrecorded. 
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Secondary’ jungle on old forest clearings and abandoned coffee and rubber 
plantations arc favourite haunts. Flight and general bchariour as in the 
Blossomheaded ParakccL 

FOOD. Grain, seeds, and fhiits — especially the x-arious srild figs (Fieus). 
Also buds, petals and flower nectar, Er^thrina and GreTUlea, 50 ^s’idcly groim 
as shade trees in Soutli Indian tea and coffee plantations, being regularly 
patronized. Very’ destructive to jo war {Sorghum) and other ccrcab and 
vetches {Dolichos) in Iiiihncn’s cullivaticn; also to ordiard fruit 

VOICE and calls. A double-noted ciy' like the Blossomhcad’s but harsher 
and distinedve. Uttered chiefly on the ^ring, and ratlicr reminiscent of the 
hanh che~cKwe ofParadisc Flycatcher {TerpsiphoniSf but mucli louder. Parties 
very noisy. . 

BREEDING. Seoson, January to Marcli. A'ril, a hole in a tree-trunk in 
forest, coffee plantations, and tlic like between c. 6 and 30 metres from the 
ground. Lofty ironwood trees {Mesua /erred) seem particularly favoured in 
- spite of the considerable extra effort it must involve to chisel this hard wood. 
Readymade woodpecker apd barbet holes arc also altered to suit and 
utilized. Eggs, normally 4, white, spherical. Average she of 25 eggs 28*3 x 
24-5 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and incubation 
period, undetermined. 

Museum Dl^cnosb. For details of adult male plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Female (adult) diflers in having the green ^vash on forehead and lores reduecd- 
to a minimum; no ring of verditer green behind the black ncck-ring; grey of breajt 
less pure in tint. 

Young (inunalure). Sexes alike. Entire head, hindneck, mantle, and under- 
parts green, with the neck rings only shadowed in \’crditcr and black. Seapulan, 
wjng’OsveTts, and inner secondaries more green, .less blue; pale edging to uing- 
covcrtslcss defined;ccntral lan-fcathers shorter and broader. AduUplumagc attained 
with first complete moult. On leaving nest both sexes have red bilb like adult mala. 
They rapidly darken to black as in adult female, that of male again rc\'crting gradu- 
ally to red within the first year. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from cere) 

d-c? M2-I56-1 f2«-246mm. 

9 9 135-145 / \170-I90 mm. 

(SA) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Irb pale golden to bright ydlow. Bill: o' upper mand- 
ible scarlet or cJicny'-rcd with yellow tip; lower mandible homy brown tinged with 
orange at chin, ycUouish at tip; 9 both mandibles dark homy brovvTi or blackish, 
tinged with orange at chin. Legs and feet greenish grey; claim's homy broim. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Much prizcd by fandcrs as the * Bababudan Parrot 
thb spccics has acquired a spurious reputation, especially in Mj’sorc, as a 
talking paragon, being able to converse svith humans in Arabic! The basb 
for thb widespread beUef appears to be that one Babuddln, a pilgrim from 
Mecca (and incidentally the introducer of coffee from Yemen into S. India) 
who settled on the liilb that now bear a semblance of Jus name (Bababudan), 
kept some local parakeets whom he taught to call to Allnli and rcrilc verses 
from the Koran. Whether some ofhb trained birds escaped or were artfully 


188 PSITTACIFORMES 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc, clu 

measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from cere) 

6 df'J' 143-148 21-23 14-16 127-145 mm. 

499 133-143 20-22 14-16 111-124 mm. 

(mv) 

colours of bare parts. Iris white to greenbh white or yellow. Bill: coral- 
red, tipped paler; 9 and imm. bkick, lower mandible somclimcs tinged reddish. 
Legs and feet dusky green, greenish plumbeous, or dirty green (Baker). 

Genus Loriculus Blyth 

Loriculm Blylli, 1050, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 19: 236. Type, by monolypy. 
Pnffaffur galgulus Linnaeus 

Bill much smaller and longer comparatively than in PstUscula, much more com- 
pressed, the culmcn less curved; depth at base less than length from cere to dp. 
Tail short, slightly rounded. Two species within our limits. 

Key to the Species 

Cro^vn green R rcmalii 

Crown red Ebt^UimiS 

566, 567. Indian l#orakeet. Loriculus vemalis (Spairznan) 

Psitlceus eemeJis Sparrman, 1787, Mus. Garb., fasc.2, no. xxix and pk 
(No locality Cachar) 

Caryllis cemalis rubropjgialit Baker, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om, G. 47: 44 
(Belgaum duL, India) 

Baker. FBI Nos. 1513, 1514, Vol. 4: 217, 218 
Plate 50 , fig. 14 

LOCAL KAUES, gAlkdri, Ohara (Hindi, Bengali); Daohator lot (Cachar); Tdtti- 
ehituun (Mabyalam); Oir^ (Maraihi). 

SIZE. Sparrow Jcnglii e. 14 cm. (5J in.). 

field CHARACTERS. A dimlnutivc, dainty, bright grass-green parrot 
with short square tail and ricli crimson rump. A small blue patch on throat 
of male. 

Female simikir to male but lacking tlic blue throat-patch. 

Young (immature) has the red rump mixed wiili green. Sec aUo 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRinuno.N and haditat. Resident; with a wide range. AUo 
subject to local migraliom as yet little understood, but apparently not 
altc>gctljcr connected with food supply: rains slsitor in certain parts, winter 
visitor in others. Ncp.il, Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA, Assam, Nagaland, hfanipur, 
Mizo (?), Tripura, and East Pakistan (Tippera, Sylhct, Clnttagong); 
Western India — coastal strip and Ghats — from north of Bombay (r. 15 N* 
lat.) souUiuard, including the Nilgiris, Palnli, and associaicd hills of M)‘Soref 
Tamil Nadu, and Kerala States; thence. north along the Eastern 
through eastern Madhya Pradesh and Ontsa; plaint, and foothills normsVy 
up to r. 1000 m.; in the Nilgiris to e. IBOO m. Also Andaman and Nicobaf 
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Islands (very common). Affects wooded country in ev erg reen and moist-' 
deciduous biotopes. 

EsAralw^al. Arakan, central and southern Burma to Tcnasserim, 
Thailand, and the Indochinese countries. 

GEKEXLM. HABITS. Kccps in paiTS OT family parties — sometimes small 
loose flocls of up to 50 or more where the feeding is good, as in a grove of 
flowering trees. Their diminutive size and concealing coloration make the 
birds difficult to observe in the canopy of the tall trees they usually fixquent; 
oftener seen when dashing from one tree to another. They have a curious 
\vzy of ascending a branch in a spiral course around it, clambering cner- 
geticaUy — almost at a run — among the trusses and leafstalks, aided by 
bill and feet, and seem just as much at home hanging upside down or 
sideways as pcrdicd the right ^vay up. Flight very swift, rather finch-like, 
consisting of several rapid * vibrating * sving-strokes punctuated by a short 
pamc v?ith wings closed and a consequent dip. It is im^ably accompanied 
by a shrill trisyllabic bat-iikc squeak ch{<ki-chre repeated c\'ery couple of 
seconds or so. These characteristic cries, sometimes also uttered when 
clambering about in the foliage, arc often the only indication of the presence 
of the birds in a locality. Lorikeets possess one very xmorthodox peculiarity, 
unique among Indian birds, that of sleeping at night hanging upside down 
like a bat.* Another unique habit of the female (or both sexes?), of convc>*- 
ing strips specially cut out of green leaves for nest lining tucked under her 
rump feathen, as in the small African parrots or Love Birds {Agapomis), has 
not been observed in India, but sec under Cc>’lon Lorikeet (568). For details 
of behaviour sec Buckley, Frandnc G. (1968), ‘Behariour of the BIuc- 
crowned Hanging Parrot, Loriculus galgiduSy with comparative notes on the 
Vernal Hanging Parrot, L. vemaUs ’. IbiSy 110: 64; for courtship and mating, 
Ncclakantan, K- K., 1974, JBNHS 70: 554-6. 

FOOD. Softpulpoffruitsand berries, chicflywildfigs (Fimspp.), largely 
supplemented by flow’cr nectar. Flowers of the parasitic Loranthaceae and 
of Sclmalia malabarice:, various spcdcs of EiythrinOy and of many introduced 
Eucalypti arc irresistible, the trees often * crawling * \s'ith 
these little birds in season. Unlike the parakeets they do 
not destroy the floral parts of non-tuhular blossoms to 
reach the ncciar, and by transporting pollen adhering 
to their hcad-fcathcrs must play a helpful role in cross-, 
fertilization. Fond of coconut palm toddy, bibbing from 
the pots hung up for collecting the juice, sometimes 
becoming stupefied and helpless as a rcsulL Partial to 
^ 1 seeds of casuarina, bamboo, and leak {Teclona grtmdis) in 

forest and plantations, and to guavas {Psidium) and 
loquats [Erioholiya japonica) in orchards, often doing considerable d^age 
lotally. 

VOICE and caus. As above. Normally very' quiet. 

BREEDINC. Overall January to April; in the Andamans chiefly January 
and February. AVd, a vertical or oblique natural hollow in a rotten tree- 
stem or branch sometimes up to a metre in depth, enlarged to suit where 

* In captivity sotne other members of the Pnttaddae, e.g. I*, tysiactphala, frequently sleep 
cEnging to Uic win^netting of their cages upside dovra but not freely suspended like bats. 



necessary, and with entrance fixtm the top or through a lateral hole bctw'ccn 
2 and 10 metres &om the ground. Usually lined with a pad of cut out strips 
of green leaves. In the Andamans, Osmaston found nests at the bottom of 
holes in stumps, the eggs being Imd below ground level, EggSy 3 or 4, white, 
rather spherical and glossy, often stained browrush by contact with rotten 
wood of ncst-intcrior during incubation. Average size of 30 eggs 19*1 X 1 5 • 8 
mm. (Baker). Apparently both sexes incubate, but female takes the' major 
share. Close titter, only uttering a long-drawm querulous chec'-te when nest 
about to be handled, without forsaking the eggs. Incubation period imdeter- 
mined. Both parents feed the nestlings by regurgitation. 

MesEtm Diackckb. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. The subspedes 
ruinp^giaUs erected by Baker for south Indian birds and induded in Synopsis (567) 
cannot be sustained. The northern and southern populations, assumed to be digunct 
at the time, have since proved to be continuous. The supposed characters on which 
the race was based — darker coloration above and below, d e ep er duller red rump, 
and darker undcrsurfecc of t^ and wing-quills — arc evidently due to individual 
variation or wear, or both. 

Young {immature) differs from adult in the paler blue of the abdomen and 
absence of any purple wash on chin and throat. Tail-feathers much narrower with 
the outer pair more roimded at the tips. 

UEASURCMCm 

^Ving _ Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from cere) 

91-102 11-15 10-12 38-45 mm. 

9 9 96-100 11-15 , 10-12 45-48 mm. 

(SA, HW) 

cx)LOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifis ycUowish white, brownish buff, or gre^Tsh khald. 
Bai reddish orange or coral-red, ^•dlowcr at tip. Legs and feet pale orange or jjale 
yellowish slate; claws homy brovsTr. 


568. Ceylon lx>rikeet. Lcriculus bnyilimis (J. R. Forster) 

Psitiecus bnyHiimsJ. R. Forster, 1781, Indischc Zool.: 40 (Cej'lon) 

BakcTj FBI No. 1515, Vol. 4: 219 
Plate SO, fig. 13 

LOCAi. NAMES. Gira maluhshQyPol girairn (Sinhala) ; Kamti kilty TXrrmangJh'/i (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow i; length c. 14 cm. (54 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A diminutivc bright grass-green parrot with short 
square tail, exactly like Indian Lorikeet but with the crowm rich crimson, 
in addition to rump, passing into orange on nape and into yellowish-tinged 
hindncck and upper back. 

Female similar to male but duller coloured with merely a trace of the 
blue throat-patch. 

Young (immature) lacks the crimson crown; at time of Icaring nest, 
though fully fledged, has the whole forehead and face naked (Henry). 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimox and HABITAT. Spcdcs peculiar to Ceylon. 
Abundant, locally throughout the lowlands and hills up to c, 1300 metres. 
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wandering higher seasonally with fruit ripening. Affects wooded country in 
ev er green and moist-dedduous biotopes. 

QEXXRAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in Indian Lorikeet (566), 
q.v. Courtship described by Henry (1955: 189). Male -strikes ridiculous 
postures before female, stmts along the perch towards her with jerky gait 
and short hops, beak held high, blue throat-feathers puffed out; tail spread, 
and scarlet mmp-fcathers r^cd, all the while uttering a squeaky warble. 
Finihcr sequences not recorded. Female procures the nest-padding material 
by rubbling strips from the edges of green leaves, tucking one end into the 
bases of the scarlet rump-feathers and flying off when a rumpful has been 
collected. 

^ BREEDING. Season, January to August, chiefiy March to May, A'cr/, 
similar to Indian Lorikeet’s: a narrow vertical or oblique hoUo^v in a tree- 
stump or branch -with entrance near the top, padded with strips of green 
Ica\'cs. Eggs, 2 or 3, white, nearly spherical. Size c. 19 x 16 mm. ApparenUy 
the female alone incubates, or laigcly so; period undetermined. ‘^Shc tits 
ve^ dose and, if interfered with, voices her displeasure in angr>' scrccchings 
and, in some mysterious w-ay, produces an extraordinary, heavy, thumping 
sound, suggestive of pounding the intidc of thehoUow with a sledge-hammer ’ 
(Henry). 

Museum Dia^cnosb. 

MEASUREMENTS 

BiU Tama Tafl 

90-98 12-13 10-12 36-44 mm. 

(from cere) (HIV) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris whitc. Bill light orange-red, paler at tip, ycHow 
on cere. Legs road feet disky yellow. 

Order Cuculiforues 
Family Guculidae; Cuckoos 

z>*godact)'lc, the first and fourth toes directed backwards. Contour feathers 
without any afrnshafl; dorsal feather-tract dirided between the shoulders and 
enclosing a lanceolate naked patch on the back; a nude oil gland presenL Young 
nidicolous hatched naked and not passing through a downy stage before acquiring 
feathers. Tail-feathers 1 0 in all Oriental genera. For general information see Thomson, 
A. L. (cd.) 1964, Arte DicL Birds (Article * Cuckoo*); 169-71; for morphological 
details Stresemarm, E., 1927-34, Ares: 817-20; Baker, 1927, FBI 4: 133. 

The family has an almost world-wide distribution, but its mmnbers arc most 
numerous in the tropics. They arc best known for their habit of brood-paratitism: 
building no nests oftheir own, laying their eggs in thenestsofother birds, and foisting 
on them the labour of incubating them and bringing up the >oung. One section of 
ihe f a m ily b non-paratitic, whose br ee ding habits arc normal as in most other birds. 
Both groups are well r e presented in aod Pakistan. 

In spite of aB that has been published in literature by Stuart Baker and others, 
usiequivocal data on the b r e ed in g biology of Tntjtan parasitic cuckoos are, by and 
large, ladang. Much of what csdsts a of a dubious nature, and even some €>f the 
eggs ascribed to this or that species appear to be wrongly identified. A thorou^- 
going and de rare investigation of our cuckoo problems is an urgent need, and ref- 
erence a invited to J.H. Beridn^s ‘Notes on the Breeding erfindiaa Cuckocs (JBNHS). 


Key to the Genera 

Page 

A Tarsus more or less feathered anteriorly 1 

B Tarsus naked, plumage of bead and shoulders not spiny. . . .Eudjnarr^s 226 
Tarsus naked, plumage of head, or of head and shoulders, spiny. .. . 2 

1 Head crested, tarsus feathered at top only ClemaUrr 192 

Head not crested, tarsia feathered throughout in front a 

a Tail square cr forked Svmmilus 224 

Tail rounded or graduated I 

I Plumage of up perp arts metallic Chaldtes 221 

Plumage of upperparts not- metallic a* 

a* Larger; wing 150 mm. or above Cvculus 193 

Smaller; wing bdow 150 mm. .CacomerEs 215 

2 Claw of hind toe much lengthened and nearly straight Centropas 239 

Claw of hind toe not as above - b 

b Naked sides ofhead united across forehead Phaenicopkeeus 237 

Naked sides of head not united IViopcdytes 230 

Sides of head not naked Tcceocua 234 


Genus Glamator Kaup 

CloTMtor Kaup, 1829, Sldzz. Entw.-Gesch. Eur. Thierw.: 53. Type, by original 
deignation and monotypy, Ctxtdas glcmhrias Liimacus 
Genus distinguished from all others of the tanuly by hasiang a long pointed crest. 
Wing short and rounded, the primaries not exceeding the secondaries by more 
than one-fourth the length of the \%Tng. Bill compressed, culmcn much curved 
towards tip. Tarsus feathered at base only. Tail much longer than %s-mg; well gradu- 


ated. Sexes alike. 


Key to the Species 


Page 


^Vings blade and white C. jscohirats 

Wings chestnut C. cercr-jtrjius 
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192 


569. Redwinged Crested Cuckoo. Clamalcr caromandsts (linnacus) 
Caetdar cereffumdax Linnaeus, 1766, SjsL Nat., cd, 12, 1; 171 
(Coromandel = Pondichcry) 

Baker, FBI No. 1474, VoL 4: 170 
Plate 52, fig. 3 

IX>CAL NAMES. Tuhm (Lcpcha); Terra gola. kcktia (Tclugu); Cppdn ku^ (Mala- 
yalam) ; Rctu ktnde koha (Sinhala) ; Karjii kCyil (Tamil). 

snx. House Crow -f ; slenderer. Length c. 47 cm. (c. 18 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A largish, CTCStcd cuckoo timilar in overall effect to 
the more familiar Pied Crested (570) but metallic glossy black above 
mtemipted by a whitc half-collar on hindncck, and with chestnut Asings as 
in Crow-PheasanL Belcrx, chin, throat, and upper breast rust-coloured; rest 
of lower parts whitc or whitish. \Vhcn fl>-ing across observer’s front, crested 
head, white nuchal collar, red wings, and whitish undcrparls arc diagnostic 
pointers. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Abate brown, the feathers (including. wing-cm-erts) 
broadly with n^us; heloic white. 
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In older young when glossy* black upper plumage first assumed, many 
feathers, especially on the wngs, still fHngcd with rufous, and tail tipped 
with dull buff instead of while. 

STATUS, pisTJOBUTTON and HABITAT. Breeding and apparently resident 
in the Himalaj'an duns, duais, and foothills (up to c. 1500 metres altitude) 
Irom Garhwal and Kumaon eastward through Nepal, Sikkim, N. Bengal, 
Bhutan and NEFA; in the Assam hills (Garo, Kliasi, N. Cachar, etc.), 
and probably in Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo, and also in East Pakistan 
(Tippera, Chittagong). Common in eastern Assam. In peninsular India 
recorded variously as on passage, or a rare straggler, or scarce but regular 
rainy season or winter visitor, in Kerala, M>*sorc, Tamil Nadu, and Maha- 
rashtra States; status and moi’cmcnts \’cry imperfectly known or under- 
stood. Regular winter visitor in small numbers to Ceylon, up to c. 2000 
metres, from about Octobe^/No^•cmbcr to April. Affects c%*crgrccn and 
moist-dedduous biotopes: foothills forest, and scrub-and-bush jungle, 

ExtrcJmntd. ‘Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, lingga Archipelago, Borneo, 
Java during northern winter only, as in Ceylon * (Stresemann, in epist.). 

iCORATiON*. On passage (to Sri Lanka?) in numbers through Pt Calimere 
(10"18' N., 79'5rE.), mid-October. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly Or in loose parties of 3 or 4. Not shy but 
rather redring. Strictly arboreal, preferring the foliage canopy of trees in 
forest, but fiequently descends into undergrowth of scrub and bushes, 
skulking about silendy in search of food. Acdons and behariour ver^* like 
Pied Crested Cuckoo’s. Flight swift and direct though seeming somewhat 
leisurely, with quick wing-beats like Koel. 

FOOD. Mainly caterpillars. 

VOICE and calls. A harsh grating or rasping scream resembling the cry 
of the jay or magpie, but more so (B. B. Osmaston). Also a quite different 
‘ bisyllabic wiiistling note verj’ like Collared Pj*gmy Owl (G/uurrVtam krodia) 
but with more metallic sound * uttered at night (H. H. Harington). Bird 
rather silent in winter; reportedly very nois>* in breeding season. 

BREEDING. Brood-parasitic mainly on Himalayan laughing thrushes 
{Ganulax spp.), the commonest fosterers being Gamiiax pectoralis and G. 
momligma. (For a list of other fosterers see Baker, 1942: 196-7.) Season^ 
synchronous with that of the fosterers: overall April to August, prindpallv 
May and June. Eggs^ pale hedge-sparrow blue, unmarked, vcr\* broad o\’aIs, 
fine-texmred, glossless; matching perfeedy the eggs of the fosterers and 
normally indistinguishable from them e.Tcept by more spherical shape. 
Usually 2 or more (up to 4 recorded) eggs are laid in the same nest which, 
from thdr similarity in colour, shape and size could all well be the product 
of one and the same female. Evidendy some of the rightful eggs are removed 
to make room, but a much more dioroughgoing study of the Indian cuckoos 
Is desirable for elucidating the \*arious problems they pose. Average size of 
50 eggs 26-9 X 22-8 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. eit 

Fledgling (at time of leaving nest) was rufous, with pale bars. Crest dc\‘eloped 
at e, 5 wedcs; moulted gradually into adolt plumage at 3 months old (Osroastoo, 
JBNHS 24: 361). 

A fledgling is the BriL Mus. collection from Assam has upperparts dark bro^vn, 
with pale dps to the feathers; white below (Darid Lack, w tplst.), 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wins Bill 

qI? 157-166 f. 24-25 

(fiom feathers) 
NSTmdcr gi\*cs for 2 9 9 from Cc>ion 
(from skull) 

I53-I58' 30-32 


Tarsxis 
c. 27-28 


Tafl 

231-245 mm. 
(Baker) 


27-28 


217-222 mm. 


\\’aght 6 oo? 61-75 (av. 70) gm. — SA, 

COLOURS OF BAStE PARTS. Iris palc Fcddish brown. Bill black, base of lower 
mandible generafly paler and ^tUowish; angle'of gape and mouth lalmcn-piak. 
Legs and feet plumbeous or slaty brown (Baker). 


Clamator jacobinus (Boddaert) 
Key So the Snbspecies 


Larger; wing over 144 mm. C. J. jrrrcJsJ 

Smallcr;wing undtf 144 mm. C,j.jc£shrss 


570. Pled Crested Cockoo. Clamaiorjecohirrjssmalus (Sparrman) 

Cam/uf smalss Sparrman, 1786, Mus. Caris., fasc. 1, no. 3 and pi. (Cape of Good 
. Hope = Cape Peninsula, Cape Pro\ince, S. Africa) 

Ctxuhts piia Hemprich t Ehrcnberg, 1833, S)-mb. Ph)^., Aves, sig. r. note 2 
(Ambukohl, Doagola) 

Baker, FBI No. 1472, VoL 4: 167 

LOCAL NAMES. Xdid pdpifis, Chclsk (Hindi); Her kCk (Kashmir); JTiiZf 

bSibisly Shah bidhid (Bengal); Ck d i lh (Maratlu). 

SIZE. M^ma ^ with a much longer tail. 0\*crall length r. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD characters. Aslcn- 
dcr, long-tailed, crested black 
and white bird. 

Adult. Black abore, in- 
cluding prominent pointed 
bulbul-like crest; white below. 
A roundish w-hite patch on the 
black >rings, and wliitc dps 
to the black graduated 
feathers conspicuous in flight. 
Sexes alike. 

X f, 1 Young (immature). Crtst 

less dm'clo;^; ' wing-patch 
smaller. Black portions of plumage dull and sooty*; wiiite pordons strongly 
suffused with fulvous, or fulvous-grey. 

FTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. S\V. monsoon (breeding) visitor, 
arriring over most of its Indian range more or less s>'nchronously with the 
rains (carly-Junc) and departing by Scptcmbcr-Octobcr: ^Vc5t Pakistan 
and northern India — Sind, Punjab. Gilgit, Kashmir, U.P.,^ Nepal, east- 
ward through Assam, hfanipur, and East Pakistan; south in peninsular 
India to c. 18*N. lat.; plains, and up to f. 2600 in. Not recorded in the 
Andaman and Nicobar Is. The majority* of definite records (specimens) are 
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Cram west of a diagonal line from slightly south of Bombay (Maharashtra) 
to Darbhanga dist. (N. Bihar). A specimen collected in Mj’sore during 
November (SA) with a large wing (148 mm.) and e.xcessive body-fat could 
well be a straggler of this form preparing for belated emigration. East of , 
this line there is a paucity* of dcfimtiN'c records and a confusing intermingling 
during the rainy season svith the resident southern population (571). Sight 
records dubious since the two races cannot be told apart in the field. .Affects 
open wcll-woodcd countrv*, gardens and groves, even >\ithiu the prednets 
of towms and rillagcs, and the neighbourhood of cultivation. Also stunted 
jungle in semi-desert areas. 

Exira!trr.:tcL Putatively Africa south of the Sahara in winter.. 

MIGRATION. No ringing data, and evidence of migration to and from 
Africa as \'ct only circumstantial and largely conjectural. For a discussion 
of Indian evidence sec ^Vhisllc^, H., ‘The Migration of tlie Pied Crested 
Cuckoo,’ JBNHS 33 (1): 136-46, 1928, and E. Ghats Survey Report, ibid. 
37: 522-3, 1934; of African, Friedmann, H., 1948, Thf Parasi/ic Car/.tw ^ 
Africa', 19, 23, passim. Route of migration unknown and enigmatical. Only 
odd spedmens have bcai obtained in SW. Arabia in March, April, and 
May presumably on passage (to India ?) but no mass movement obscr/cd. 

* Occurs rarely during autumn migration, Augiist and September’ iuKohat 

and Kurram Valley, NVV. Pakis- 
tan (\S’hitchcad). A specimen 
(straggler?) obtained by the first 
Ml Everest Expedition at Tingri, 
Tibet (28^33'N.; 86=40'E.) at c, 
4270 metres altitude (Wollaston 
&. Kinncar, 1922, /cis: 504) and 
another by AL Babault at Ralib 
near tlic Rotang Pass in Kulu 
(Hxmaclial Pradesh) atr.fiSOOm. 
on 28 June, the lattrr a male 
with leslesin brcedingcondition! 

CESERAL iLASrrs. Largely ar- 
boreal and insectivorous, fireding 
up in trees but commonly also 
descending into low bushes and 
even to the ground, hopping 
about in search offood. In many 
areas arrives overnight with al- 
most dockvNork regularity*, her- 
alding the monsoon, in the last 
week of May or early June, pro- 
claiming its advent unmistakably 
by loud metallic calls. At first 
the birds are usually seen in loose 
parties of 5 or 6 chasing each 
other about from tree to tree 
(territorial or sexual rivalry?) 
calling noisily and cvadenily 
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establishing themselves. In urban areas invariably set upon and persecuted 
by the resident House Cro«-s vComir j/Wmi), and rommoniy blundering 
into buildings to escape their tormentors. Courtshjp dispIa)-$ and ctoing 
commence almost simultaneously with arris-al, the male taUing Imuly and 
the female about often uith tail partly spread and slow dehberate 
wing-action, as in a pigeon * clapping •; but breeding biology very imper- 
fcctly known. WTiethcr pair bond_ maintamed_ throughout the season or 
female promiscuous in her sex relations uncertain. 

FOOD Mainly caterpillars including large hairy ones; also mealy bup. 
beetles ants, terrestrial moUuscs (in shady woods in the rmns) ; occasionally 
green leaves (‘possibly of digesUve s-alue' -Hingston). Flyang termites 
hawked in air by vertical leaps from a bushtop perch, hke bulbul. 

VOICE and CAixs. A loud metalUc, rather plaintive but pleasant pnt . . . 
piu . . . <vr-prr^, prr-prr^u, add so on. Uttered on the wang esp^y 
during Surohip chase, and fmm a perch - in daytime as well as dun^ 
mponUt nights. Often only the tinkling initial pm u mpeattd. every s^.^ 
or so. n>a-ng juvenile utters a harsh chu-d,u<hu<hv and so on, rather 

reminiscent of the Large Wood Shrike [Ttpho^mis - 

BREEDKC. Brood-parasitic mainly on babbl^ of the 

most commonly on die losvland and roothUlsspeao,e.g. 

and r. rmimimf. In the lower Himalayas laughmg Arushm (Cmmlar) ^ 
commonly sictimlzcd, G. Kr^atus bang a popular dupe. In 
Rufousbacked Shrike (Lwmr sckach aylhnrxba) is a frequrat sactim. (For 
fuller list of fosterers see Baker, 1942: 195-6.) &ar«. overall June to Au^t 
synchronizing with lliat of the local fetcrers ££51 unmarked s^-^ue 
varying in depth of tint, nsuaUy closely raatchmg those of 
though in some cases rather larger. Tlie larger size and more rounM^ 
shape — blunt at both ends — often gisx the clue. Average oMTO e^, 
varving greatly in size, r. 23-9 X 10-6 mm. (Baker). Indisunguuhable wth 
certainty from eggs of Hawk-Cuckoo (Cuculus rmui) both of which some- 
times found together in the same nest. Incubation period undet^neo, on 
beliesed to be shorter than that of fosterer. Usually only a single cucioo 
(Icdgling (rarely 2) is found in tlic fosterers’ nest or being fed by them 
whicii makes it csident tiiat tht impostor somehow disposes of the nghtliu 
eggs or hatchlings to monopolize tlic food brought by the parents. A more 
definitive study is called for. . , 

Has been recorded as ‘ often feeding fully fledged young ofits owm s^a 
(E. H. N. Gill). Tliis observation may actually reprint courtship fcecmg 
of female cuckoo by male and needs critical \-crification. 

Muszt'U DiAC'.osis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. clt. This raigratocy 
race b clinally larger than nominate jeioiir.ut\ there b no diflermec in the pltitnace. 
and borderline examples arc imporssible to assign satisfactorily. 
irzASURCStzvrs, Birds from N\V. India (Kashmir, Punjal), L.P. ) 

Wing BiU 

(from ikull) 

12 o'cT H6-I55 25-23 153-170 mm. 

8 0? I«-I51 25-28 156-1C9 mm. 

(H\S) 

Tanus 25-23 mm, 
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20 ^ 9 from A&ica and Arabia iMasurc \Slng 147-162 (once 167) mm. (Ticchurst). 

■ Weight 4 o? 61-74 gm. (SA). 

coLOUitr oy bais bajcis. Iris brown. Bill homy black, lemon-jTlloiv at chin. 
Legs and feet slaty grey; claw* black. 

571. Ceylon Pied Crested Cackoo.CTc77in?orJa«»Hra«jcro5im:f (Boddaen) 

Cttailus Jenhvaa Boddaert, 1783, Table PL cnhim.: 53 (Coromandel Coast, ex 
- Daubenton, PL enlunu, pL 872) 

CZenator te/Tp6c73iy Hartert, 1915, Nov. ZooL 22: 254 (Northwestern Ccylozi) 

Bakcr. FBI No. 1473, VoL 4: 169 
Plate 52, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Kcnii kokS (Sinhala) ; Kmde ki^l (Tamfl); Gcla kokilOf TengoJa 
gorerkch (Tclugu); Eratiatidachx ki^ (^fa2a)‘aIam). 

sex. Myna Arilh a much longer tail. CH'crall length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

HELD C31ARACTERS. As of 570; a slcndcT, long-tailed, crested, black and 
w-hite cuckoo. A roundish white patch on the wings, and ^vhite tips to tail- 
feathers conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. - 

Young (immature). Crest less well-developed; ssTtig-palch smaller; 
black portions of plumage dull and sooty; ^vhite portions strongly suffused 
with fulvous or fulvous-grey. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident: Ceylon and peninsular 
India chiefly south of c. 15®N. lat. — Mysore, Tamil Nadu, Kerala. Ksperscs 
tiidriyin the rainy jearon (SW. jmonsoonjMay^iicetoSeptembcr/Ociobcr), - 
then intermingling with the migratory population (roraftn) in Andhra 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and possibly elsewhere. Affects lightly wooded 
coimtry in dry- and moist-dedduous biotope, lowlands and hills; up to 
c. 1300 metres in Gcylon (Un^), and to c. 2000 m. in south India (Nil^ris 
etc.), ^ 

GENERAL' HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and C.A1XS, Not different from 570, q.v., 
except that its rainy-scason migrations and dispersal arc restricted to ssitbin 
our limits; but no ringing or other predse data. 

BREEDIKC. Brood-parasitic, like the migranfform, on babblers of the 
Txadoxies group, ilie spcdcs most commonly ^ictimi 2 ed being 7”. cmiialus^ 
T. striattiSy T. malcolmiy and T. svbrufus in the plains, and the laughing thrush 
Gcrtjilax eackvmans in Ac Nilgiri Hills, In Ceylon Ac local common babbler, 
T, q^.is tapTobanuSj is Ac chief fosterer. ■S’rajon, practically Ae ^vhole year 
coinddenlally wi A the fosterers’, but mainly June to September in peninsular 
InAa, February* to May in Ceylon. EggSy beautiful glossy turquoise-blue as 
in 570, as a rule matching Ae eggs of Ae dupes dosdy; usually distinguish- 
able from them only by their blunter more oval shape. Average size slightly 
smaller Aan in serralus. Breeding biology as far as' known, same as in Ac 
migrant form. 

Musel**! Diagnosis. Identical wiA C. J. smetus except for somewhat smaller 
size clinaJly. Borderline ocamples impossible to assign saAfactorily. 

vrEAsuREStENTS. Specimens from Cc>*lon and Kcrda: 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from' skull) 

16 o’? 136-144 24-27 147-163 mm. 

(HISO 
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Tarsus 25-28 mm. (SA). 

Weight 13 oo? 50-73 gm. — SA. 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 570. 


Genus Cuculus lannacus 

Csculta Linnaeus, 1758, S>‘st. NaL, cd. 10, 1 : 1 10. T^-pe, by lauton^tny, CurJus 
caKBTzts Linnaeus (Caniiui prebinomial spcdfic name in s^mon^Tny) 
Huroax^ S. MuHcr, 1842, Verb. NaL Gesch. Ned. Land-cn-Volkcnk. : 223. T^pe, 
by monotypy, Cuailus fugex Horsfield 

No crat. Bill of moderate size; gape exceptionally large and flexible- Nostrils 
round. Tarsus partly fcaAcred. Contains both migratory and sedentary forms. In 
Ac former, wing long and pointed: Isi primary (as.) == Wvo*th5rds IcngA of 3rd, 
whiA is longesL Tip of closed wing exceeds tips of sccondaria by nearly half its 
total lcngA*'4o Ac non-migratory forms (formerly Hieroccc^x) wing shorter and 
more rounded: 3rd or 4 A primary longest. Tip of dosed wing exceeds tips of second- 
aries by only onc-fifA to one-third its total length. Tail long, yet shorter Aan wing, 
■well graduated; upper tail-covcrts very long, somcw'hat pointed, reaAing to about 
middle of tail. 

Plumage in adults Aiefly ashy grey or ashy brown above, barred below - — re- 
markably aedpitrine in pattern. Young pass through more than one phase before 
asuming adult plumage. Sexes alike or nearly so. 


Key to Ae Spedes 

A Sccondaria in closed wmg two-Airds IcngA of primaria or more. . 1 
B Sccondaria scarcely exceeding half Ae IcngA of primaria 2 

1 Tail 197mm. orabovc Gsparrerioides 

Tail under 197 mm. a 

a Tail shorter, under 145 mm.; abdomen ne\’cr banded C.fogax 

Tail longer, 150 mm. or above; abdomen transversely banded in 
adults C. cerius 

2 A broad black subicrminal band on upper side of tail. . . .C. nicrvptmts 

No subtcrminal black band on tail.‘. b 

b Edge of wing mixed brown and white C. conorus 

Edge of wing white C. sa/araftu 

Edge of wing ashy C. poliocephelvs 


Page 
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Key to Ae Calls, AppenAx 

572. Large Hawk-Gnekoo. Cucvlus sparrenoidu spartmoides Vigors 

CunJiu i/scrtrriotVtr Vigors, 1832 (1831),Proc. ZooL Soc. London 1 :vl73 (Himalayas) 
^ B aker. F BI No. 1457, VoL 4: 146 

Plate 51, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Bodu bharSo (Nepal); J{fnhinpi^at (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. House Crow — ; slimmer. Lcngtli r. 38 cm. {c. 15 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Adult. JZ'or^, cTown, iiapc and sides of neck ashy 
grey passing into riA ashy brown of rest of upperparts. Tail above bro>vn, 
banded wiA blackish and lipped wiA white or rufous-white. Below, Aroat 
white streaked wiA ashy and rufous, passing into more rufous upper breast 
and Aen into Utc wliiic underparts suffused with rufous and cross-banded 
wiA brown. Se-xes alike.- 
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Young (immature), brown abos'C rufous below broadly streaked (not 
barred) ss-iA blackish. 

BoA adults and young deceptively hawk-like in plumage-paticm at 
comparable ages, Ac resemblance to shikra (AedpUer b^ius) further hcighi- 
cned by style of ffight. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimo-v and HABITAT. Brccds in Ae Himalayas between 
c. 900 and 2700 metres, from West Pakhtan (c, Murrcc in Raw^pindi dfri.) 
easttsard through Kashmir, HimaAal Pradesh, Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, 
Sikkim, and Bhutan to easternmost NEFA (and beyond); also Naga, 
hlanipur, Khasi, and N. CaAar hills. Affects wooded Idllridcs and valleys. 
Migrates souAward into Ac Peninsula in winter, recorded Aen from 
Madhya Pradah, Orissa, Tanul Nadu, Mysore and Kerala, Not Ceylon. 
Unsupported winter sight records not reliable owing to possibility of 
confurion wiA Ac commoner Cuculus varius, 

Extrclimitcl. From Szechuan and Ae Imvcr Yangtse valley souA to Ac 
lulls of Burma, Thailand and SouA Vietnam; partially resident, but 
migratory in China. In winter Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo, Java, 
Ae Philippina, and Celebes (Sula3vcsi) — • Peters. 

GENERAL HABTTS. Chiefly arborcal keeping singly* to Ae foliage canopy 
of forest trees. Drops suddenly out of one and flics swiftly to ano Aer, thread- 
ing its way deftly through the trunks — a fe^v rapid ^^ing■^trokcs foUow'cd 
by* a glide, very like a hawk. The shikra-like plumage and flight, togcAcr 
>vi A Ac bird’s habit of stveeping upward into Ae branches before settling, 
arc sufEdcntly* con\*incing to cause a flutter among small birds each time 
Ae mimic is on the move. Mostly silent in its ^sinter quarters, but extremely 
vocal in spring and s umm er on its Himalayan breeding grounds. 

FOOD. Predominantly caterpillars, including large hmry ones ; also 
beetles, bugs, cxidicts, grasAoppers and hoppers of locusts, ants and spiders, 

VOICE and calls. A loud, shrill, insistent scrcaimng whistle, laAcr 
musical and c\*cn pl e a san t in small doses '.pipeechypipeeah or just pipHyPipie, etc. 
(accent on second syllable) shneked wiA monotonous persistency* in runs of 
5 or 6, usually* rising in scale to fianflcpitch and breaking off abruptly — 
presently to commence all over again. The birds call chiefly in Ac momiiigs 
and at sunset, often condnuing far into Ae night and even throughout 
moonlit nights. Particularly vocal in cloudy* overcast wcaAcr. 

breeding. Brood-parasitic chiefly on laughing thrushes (CemiZex) and 
also on a misc ellan eous lot of smaller birds of which Ae Large Spidcrhunicr 
{Arazhrjilhera rrjsgna) and Nepal Shortwing {Brad^tayx 1. rdpdmsis) arc des- 
cribed as Ac most popular N-ictims. Season, In Ac Western Himalay’as c^s 
have been taken between 15 June and end July*; in Assam April to end 
June coinciding sviA Ae laying of its accustomed hosts. Eridcntly* two types 
of eggs have been c\*olvcd; (1) turquoise blue, matching closely Acse of 
laughing thrushes, (2) brown, approximating Ae ^ gs of spiderhunttrs, 
shortwings, etc.; in boA cases usually distinguiAable from Ac dupes’ by 
larger size and blunt o\*al Aape, Average size of blue eggs c. 30 x 22 min. ; 
of Ac brown type c. 26 X 19 mm. (Baker). For a fuller list of fosterers see 
Baker, 1942: 191-2, and 1906, JBNHS 17: 3&4. 

No oAcr explanation seems rational for Ae cuAoo’s egg being found in 
Ac closed not of Ae spiderhuntcr — atta Acd on Ae imdcrsidc of a sw*aying 


200 - CUCULIFORMES 

banana leaf, and wiA only a narrow scmidrcular entrance-hole- — Aan 
that the egg is initially laid elsewhere and Aen transferred to the nest W’iA 
Ac cuckoo’s bill. Hoi%’C\'cr, Ae actual process has never been observ'cd. 
Museum Diagnosis. See Key; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

<519 213-236 28-30 r. 25-27 175-220 mm. 

(SA, BB, H\\0 

Wright 2 d'd' 116, 131 gm. (GD). 

<X>LOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris [cTcamy khaki to] orangc-ycUow; edga of cj'cUds 
lemon-yellow. Bill; upi>er mandible dark homy, paler on Ac tip, lower mandible 
greenish slaty, dusky on sida of anterior half and on tip; gape dull Icmon-ycUow. 
Legs and feet lemon-yellow; claws pale yellowuh homy*; pads dirty lemon-yellow 
(Biswas). 

CuCULL*S VARIUS Vahl 
Key to Ae Snbspecaes 


Paler abo\*e and belmv in all plumaga • . .G. r. larias 

Darker above and below in all plumaga C. r. cicelice 


573. Coiziinoa Hawk-Cnckoo or Brainfever Bird. Cuculus rcrius rarius 
Vahl 

Cucz:/ar ron'ux Vahl, 1797, Sfcnv. NaturhisL-Sclsk., Kjofaenha\'n 4 (1) : 60 
(Tranquebar) 

Baker. FBI No. 1458, Vol, 4; 148 
Plate 51, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Kopsk^ Cpcky Pdp^e (Hindi); Bfiarao (Xfinhikars, Bihar); (^^okgcBo 
(Bengal); Kutti pitla (Tclugu); ^dJdiat (Deccan); Bdppurjo (Gujarati); SkikrS k^l 
(Mala^'alam). 

SIZE. Pigeon i:, slenderer and wiA proportionalcly* longer tail. Ch'crall 
length c. 34 cm. (13I in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A 

shikra-like cuckoo. 

Adult. Abo\'c ashy 
grey, tail tipped rufacent 
and with 4 or 5 whimh and 
black bars, the terminal 
one broadat. Below, white 
suffused wiA rufous and 
ashy on breast and barred 
with brownish on abdomen 
and flanks. Sc.xa alike. 

Young (immature). 
Abote, brown, barred wiA 
dull rufous; barring in tail rufous and black instead of whitiA and black. 
Below, buffy* w’hiic broadly streaked (not barred) sviih blackish brown drops. 
Thus jus-cralc plumage afro very like immature shikra hawk. 
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STATTs, DCTTOBxrno.v and habitat. Rcndcnt, but subject to local 
migratory and nomadic movements cspcoally during the rainy season. Apt 
to be ovxrlookcd in %s-intcr vhea it is silent. Occupies a lower zone in the 
Himalayas than rpcrrmptcicr, normally not above c. lOOO m. 'SS’idespread 
o\Tr the entire subcontinent from Puryab (Ra^va]pindi disi.) cast^\’ard 
through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhu tan^ Assam, and East Pakistan; south\\'ani to 
Kan^-akuinari, and straggling into Ccj’lon. A rains straggler in Rajasthan 
and the semi^esert portions of Gujarat- Aflects \s'cII*\vooded deciduous 
and scsni-d'crgrcca biotope, hill and plain; partial to i^^rdens, groves of 
trees, mango topes, etc. in the ndghbourhood of cultivation and human 
habitations. 

CXNERAL HABITS. Arboreal, seldom if ever descending to the ground; 
usually keeps singly or in pairs to the foliage canopy of trees. Silent in winter 
and then vay liable to be passed ontt as absent. Ssith approach of the hot 
weather {c. March in the Himala^*an foothills and duns) \s*axes increasingly 
vocal to a peak in about May, ihcrcaftcr gradually ry.’erdng to, silence by 
August/Septexnbcr. Exaspcratingly obstreperous in the plains daring the 
rainy season, calling monotonously and often almost inc^santly throughout 
the day and during moonlit nights. Flight and movements dcccpm-cly 
hawk-like, as in 572, q.v. 

FOOD. Prmdpaliy caterpillars and cutworms; also grasshoppers, locust 
hoppers, •beetles, 'bugs, ants, ssinged termites and spiders; ''ild figs (Fiats 
spp.}; occasionally lizards. Among stomach contents the folIol^■ing insects 
have been frequently identified: Brechytrypts cckalimis, GtyUodts TrMaiouphchts, 
ScMzodcctyliis jr^enstrosus, Gryllotcipa qfricena, Dysdemu cbipdcUts, Aitrxrrxla 
r^enr, cutworms spp.), harry' caterpillars (L^mantriid?), and ants 

(Oiccplylla, Cenperwtus). 

• VOICE and caj-Ls. A loud shrieking high-pitched ^ee^pizekit, aptly sj-Uabi- 
fied as kreinferrr (accent on fe), repeated ad nameam in runs of 4 to 6 crescendo 
calls, mounting progressively to frandc shrillness and breaking off abruptly, 
to commence all over again after a minute or two. On cloudy overcast da>*s 
and moonlit nights during the peak period the screaming is almost non-stop. 
A * trilling note ’ in addition to the brainffzer calls has been recorded, without 
details (Basil-Edwardcs, 1926, JBNHS 31 : 569). ^ Female has a harsh grating 
call quite different from male’s ’ (^V. E. Brooks, 1878, SF 7: 265). 

WTien cJamouiing to be by foster parents (Jungle Babblers), a stub- 
tmled fledgling uttered a harsh angle screech like a Roseiinged Parakeet’s. 
^^'h^c accompanj-ing a flock of these babblers, it gzve a grating ke~ke from 
time to time, a very passable imitation of the fosterers* but in somewhat 
'higher key (SA). 

BREEDZNC. Bfood-parasitic chiefly on babblers of the Tisrdmdis group, 
mostly the Jungle Babbler (7*. siriatus). In the Himata^*an foothills and the 
Nil^ris, laughing thrushes {Garrulax) arc commonly victimired. For a fuller 
list of hosts see Baker, 1942: 192-3. Season, ^’ariable, coinciding with the 
laying season of the local hosts, chiefly bet>^*ecn March and June, but also 
inlatermonths. Eggs, beautiful glossj' turquoise-blue, often indistinguishable 
fixim those of its babbler hosts except somc%viiat blunter o^•al shape. 
They arc hard to tell from eggs of Pied Crested Cuckoo, both sometimes 
found in the same nest, but are somewhat more elliptical. Size very N’ariable, 
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a\'eraging c, 26 x 20 mm, (Baker). A young cuckoo accompanri:^ a flock 
of Jungle Babblers will be fed bj* its particular foster parcao firm: time ta 
time, and occasionally even by other members of the sist e r h ood. Yet 
paradoxically enough each time the fledgling fiia there ■wall be a nsertra 
stir among the flock, some members promptly gi\Tng the * mutc hawk * 
alarm; the)* >sin, howr\*cr, tolerate the same impostor complacently and 
resume tending it the moment it has settled again and b hopping about in 
their midst g ree dily begging food 1 - 

Mcszmr ITiACxtJss. As ta 572, wing more rounded th-.'n in Qaeshsesxrai 
primaries crceeding secondaries in closed wing by only ontsfifih to one-thnd the 
total length- For detafls of plumage sec Baker, loc. ql 
uzAsmzaczNTS 



3\Tng 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Ta3 

d’d’ 

193-213 

25-31 

21-23 

I57-IS8 mm. 

99 

192-207 

26-29 

23-26 

156-180 ca. 


■\Yright 1 9 , vcr>' fat, IM gm. (GD). 

coxxruxs Or bars parts. Adult. Iris grej-bh jtDow or j’enowiih boff/ria 
round eyes (eyelids) and gape lemon-yeHow. BiH yeno%rish gree n , blaA co 
and tips; mouth pink and yellovr. Legs, feet, and clavss bri^t chrome yeSow. 
F 1 edg ling (just ex nest). Iris grejish brown; C}*d5ds yellovr. BiH pak 

brtn^Tsish ydlow; gape and mouth ydlmv (like yoimg labbler’s). Legs, feet, and 
cla>%'S pale yelloiv. 

574. Ceylon Hawk-Cnclcoo* Cuadas ccrias cieeliee (Phillips) 
ffffroctcQtT rcTiax ricfltcr Phillips, 1949, Bulk Brit, Om. CL 69: 56 (Caledonia Estate^ 
4000 ft, Lindula, Dimbula, Cej'Ion) 

Not in Baker 

LOCAL xAiiEs. (Sinhala); Kvpl, KSsU (Tamil). 

SIZE. Pigeon slenderer and with proportionately longer talk Overall 
length c, 34 cm. (13J in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS^ An ashy grey shikra-likc cudcoo, indbtingubhable 
from 573 (q.v.) except in the hand. Sec Key and Museum IHagnosis. 

ETATTTs, msTRiBUTiox and HABITAT. Racc pcculiar to C3cy’Ion. Resident; 
moderatdy plentiful locally in the hills abos*c e. 650 m., cspcdally in the 
Central Pro\incc, possibly visiting the AVet rone when not breeding. 
Affects well-wooded eounny such as tea estates and gardens. 

It b probable that the nominate race abo \'bits the bland from the Indian 
mainland. 

GENERAI- HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As UJ 573, q.V. 

BREEDING. Brotxl-parasitic on babblers of the Tta^isides group. Seaseny 
January' to April and probably later. Eggs not yet taken but doubtless the 
same as in Indian birds, glossy turquobc-blue closely matching those of its 
normal hosts. 

Museuh Duc-vosjs. Differs from nominate cerixs only £a being someKbxt daAtr 
osTrall in a comparatTve series. 

I2ASTJREUEKTS and COLOURS Of BARE PARTS RS in 573. 
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575. Hodgson’s Hawk-Gnekoo. Caculus fugax rdneolor Bly^ 

Cxtadxs nisicclcr Bly'th, 1 843, Jour, Asiat. Soc, Bengal 12(2) : 943 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1460, VoL 4: 151 
Plate 51. fig. 2 

LOCAL NASCE. Ding-pit (Lepeba). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; slenderer. Length c, 29 cm. (Ill in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slendcT gTcy cuckoo with unbarred rufous undcr- 
parts. 

Adult. Above, including sides of head andhindncck uniform slaty' grey*; 
\vings brownbh; tail alternately' banded grey' and black, tipfwd with rufous. 
Below, chin grey; throat and forcucck white sparsely strewed \vith grey; 
rest of imdcrparts largely' rufous; vent and under tail-covcrts white. Sexes 
alike. 

Young (immature). Above, brown, the feathers edged and barred with 
rufous; tail as in adult. Below, while, rather rufous on breast, closely barred 
and streaked with blackbh (Baker),* 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Predominantly' a hill spedes like 
C. sperverioides. Mainly resident, but subject to local and altitudinal migra- 
tion, occasionally' (or regularly'?) wandering considerable dblances possibly' 


Cucufur fugox 



es'en cxtrali mi tally. The lower Himalayas in Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and 
eastward through NEFA. Assam hills south of Brahmaputra river, 
Nagaland, Manipur, East Pakbtan. Affects wooded country' in deciduous. 


* Tkrt nrtdj con firt n lng ; sen K«r>' to the Specio. md immatura 

»re cotoTWAsIy difficult to wenlify with certAkity chiefiy owj-g to of ceBsunfc 
dues to their parentage. Hence the ctasfuapM and cootracktiora ia pubkshed desenptiac*. 
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Tni .^*g i gi ' f m and CN'cj'gi cen biotopes, bct\**ecn e, 600 and 1600 m» alntude. 
Keeps chiefly' to bushes and the undcrstorcy. 

Extralimlal. Breeds also in Bunna, Thailand, Indochinese countries, 
and S. China, \\7ntcr visitor in part (?) to the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, 

Jas'a, cic. ^ ‘c « 

CENTRAL HABITS. Apparently nowhere common. Little spccancally' known 
. as the bird is usually very silent and skulking, thus doubtless often over- 
looked. ' * r e_ • 

FOOD, Caterpillars, cicadas, and other insects. Also a quantity' of fruits 

and berries. . 

VOICE and calls. Described as a sibilant, insistenl gee-tvhzZt pf'Vktzz 
repeated up'lo 20 rimes; vaguely reminiscent ot' the shrill of 

C. spsmrmdrs but the caU b even thinner and shriller and quite darinct 
from any other cuckoo’s. In breeding season often calk throughout the tught. 

BREEDme. Brood-parasitic apparently chiefly oc flj-atchen and ^ort- 
wings (Muscicapmac and Turdinac), but the breeding biology' b praacally 
unknown. The only oviduct egg ever taken was by MandeUi in SiUcun oa 
5 June. A putative egg uns taken from a nest by Baker as late m 14 Septen> 
bcr. The oiiduct egg was broad os-al in shape with unglossrd but smooth 
and firm shell, uniform olive-brown in colour with an indbrinct nng of 
darker shade round the larger end. It measured 22-6 X 16’3 tstto- 
Baker (1942: 198) give the average of 73 eggs from all fosterers nests as 
24-44 X 15-84 mm. 

Musreu Diacnosu. Undeparts unbarred, renultimate broad black band m 
tan followed by a narrow band of rufom grey or grej--brown and then a lia.-T<ne 

band of black. . ^ • u i 

Nestltog. Feathers of head and upper back more definitely edged wjth 
nifous. Below, chin, throat, and upper breast dark browTi nairDwly edged with 
rufous (Baker). 

UZAJUREIONTS 

Wing Bin Tama Tail 

(from feathers) 

(p9 I7B-IS2 19-20 ' r. 23-24 141-144 nua- 

COLOURS or BARE BARTS- Iris Orange to sTTmUIoa; eyriids yellow. Bill berry 
black, the base and nearly all the lower mandible pale grccauh homy; ppe cwtt 
T>w and flaws bripht \fllow fBakfrl. 


576. Tndian Cuclcoo. Citoilus TTneTopteniS micrtplevus Gould 
Otetdxs rarrr/tmu Could, 1837, Proc. Zook Soc. London: 137 (Himaliyas) 
Cciealsr vnenpteras fctiUcxs Koelr, 1934, Contrib. Inst, Regional Esrploration, 

24 (Laikul, N. Cachar) 

Baker, FBI No. 1456, Vok 4; 144 
Plate 51, fig. 10 

LOCAL WAKM. Box-ksOiS-kno (Bengal); Kjphil piUa (U.P., MusKXJffe); K 
piUi (Himichil Predah): (Nepal); Til/v (Lepcha) : We/ « 

(Bhuiea); ffSpoo (Hurtra). 

SIZE. Pigeon Jr, slenderer and with proportionately longer talk Ovt 
length r. 33 cm. (13 in.). 
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FIELD cHARAcnxRS. Vcty Similar to the European and Himalayan 
Cfuckoos (578, 560) qq.v, Dark skity grey above \5ith a brownish tinge; pale 
ashy and while below cross-barred with \vidcly spaced broad black bands; 
Readily distingiushed from them also by broad black subtcrminal band on 
tail, more rounded and quicker flapping wngs, and most conclusivdy by 
the unmistakable 4^yllabled call — a musical f^pkal-pakka or crossivord^ 
pazzU, repeated ad nmiseam. 

Female difiers in having the pale grey throat and breast bro^sner and 
%vith a ruTous tinge. 

Young (immature), /l&ore, barred tsith white or rufous white on head 
and neck; broadly tipped with rufous and white elsewhere. Below, pale buff 
broadly barred \vith black. Tail as in adult but more rufous and more 
numerously barred. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBUTiOK and HABITAT. OccuTS variously as resident, 
nomadic or seasonal \tsUot (rains and wntcr) in the lower Himalayas 
from Kashmir eastward through NEFA (including Nepal, Sikkim, and 
Bhutan), and southward tliroughout the subcontinent excepting the arid 
portions of W. Pakistan, Rajasthan, Kutch, Saurashtra and N, Gujarat, 
Occun also in E. Paldstan (‘ excessively common in Chittagong ’ — Bates), 


Cuculus microptenn 



Ceylon, and the Andaman and Nicobar islands. Affects fairly wooded 
country in dedduous and evergreen biotopes up to c, 2300 m. altitude, and 
rarely even to c, 2800 m. In Nepal * very common [in summ'er] up to 
10,000 ft [e. 3300 m.] and at 12,000 ft [c. 3700 m,] * (Desiree Proud). Silent 
over most of its range between August/September and March/April, then 
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likely to be overlooked and assumed absent; but most vociferous in Ceylon 
beftveen r. January and Alay, especially during March and April. 

Exlralmitcl. Breeds also in Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula, S. Cliina, 
Korea, and U.S.S.R. (lower Amur region). Winters in tlic Philippines and 
Indonesian islands. 

MIGRATION. No ringing data. lYhetKer, as suspected, it performs regular 
cxtraliraital migrations in addition to local seasonal movements not proven. 

GENERAL HABITS. Chiefly arboreal, keeping singly to tree-tops and canopy 
foliage or seen flying about hawk-like above the forest canopy. In northern 
and most of peninsular India very vocal when breeding, mainly between 
mid March and early August, Especially obstreperous in tlic early hours 
before dawn and till about 9 a.m., and again from about dusk till far into 
or even throughout tlie rught, particularly if moonlit. Noisy during daytime 
in cloudy overcast weather. Also calk on the wing during courtship chase of 
female. 

FOOD. Hairy and other caterpillars, ‘and various insects. Sometimes 
descends to tlie ground, hopping about awlnvardly to pick them up from 
among the littci-ed leaves. Among stomach contents of specimens, Grylloialpa 
afxicaxui, Sphex lobatus, and other h^Tnenopteran remains have been specifically 
identified. 

VOICE and calls. Very distinctive and diagnostic. The ‘ song ’ is a loud 
and far-carrying 4-syllablcd fluty whistle capable of a wide range of local 
onomatopoeic renderings, KjphdUpakka, Bo-koldho, Orange-pekoe, Crossword 
puzzle, WhaVs your trouble, being some. Tlic key and timbre is often indivi- 
dually variable. Tlic calls may be iterated continuously cver>' two seconds 
or so for 5 minutes or more at a stretch, monotonously and with unv’arying 
cadence, in intermittent runs for hours on end; timed at 23 calls per minute 
and 43 in two minutes. A warbling call aptly described as * water-bubbling * 
uttered by the female, chiefly in flight, is almost identical with similar calls 
of female C. casiorus and C. saturatus. There is also a rapid twice- or thrice- 
repeated quik occasionally given by tlie female (?). While serenading a 
nearby female the wings are drooped, the tail often spread out and erected, 
and the bird pivots from side to side. 

breeding. Brood-parasitic, reportedly in tiic main on the drongos 
Dicmnis adsimilis and D. leucophaeus. Other species in w'hosc nests putative 
eggs of this cuckoo arc claimed to have been found, or which have been 
observed feeding its young, arc Paradise Flycatcher (Trrpsiphone paradisi). 
Streaked Spiderhunter {Arachnothcra magna^, and Ceylon Blacldieadcd Oriole 
(Oriolus X. ccylonensis). However, tlie av'ailablc data on the breeding biolog>' 
of this and otlier parasitic cuckoos in India arc, by and large, meagre, 
and of dubious aullienticity. Most accounts arc vague, largely conjectural 
and often contradictory. The whole subject calls for a moic methodical 
de novo rc-invcstigation. Oviduct eggs from females of this species are reported 
as of two t>'pes: (1) w'hitish with reddish brown stippling closely matching 
drongos* eggs, and (2) pale greyish blue, resembling the eggs of some of the 
Turdinae. They measure r. 25 X 19 mm. 

In Amurland (U.S.S.R.) whence we possess fuller information, the 
principal fosterer is the Amur Brown Shrike (Lenius cristafus confusxis 
Stegmann) whose eggs closely match those of this cuckoo. Tlie incubation 
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period of the cuckoo’s eggs is c. 12 days, i.e. 2 or 3 days shorter than the 
shrikes*. [For an excellent recent account and details sec Ncufcldt, I., 1966, 
* life History of the Indian Cuckoo (Curulw micTopienu mUroptenu Gould) in 
the Soviet Union*, JBNHS 63: 399-419.] 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key. 

UCASUREKEKTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

^9 190-207 28-32 c. 20-21 142-161 mm. 

(SA, HW, BB) 

A pair from Cc>’Ion arc smaller, and more material may reveal a discreic insular 
population there. They measure 

(fx-ora feathers) 

(p 187-5 24 148 mm. 

9 185-5 21'5 143 mm. 

Wri^t I o? 128 gm. (winter) — SA (SDR) 

COLOURS OF bare PARTS. IHs brown to reddish brown; rim round eyv (c>-elids) 
bright Icmon-ycUow. BUI: upper mandible homy brown, Imvcr greenish brown, 
yellcTw at chin and gape; mouth yellowish pink. I.^ and feet yellow; clav^-s homy 
brown. 

CucuLUs CAitORUs Linnacus 
Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A Colour of upperparts darkest; barring on lower plumage broader and 

blacker*. C. t. 210 

B Colour of upperparts palest; barring on lower plumage finer and less 

black subutephoKOS 207 

C Colour of upper- and imdcrparts intermediate C.e.eanonis 208 


577. Asiatic Cuckoo. Cuailas canonu subielephanus Zarudny* 

Cufulta rcn^ft« xuhuUphonus Zarudny, 1914, Ora. Mitt- 5: 108, 115 (Turkestan) 
Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Not Tccordcd. 

srzE. Pigeon slenderer. Length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for 578, q.v. Sec Key and hluscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DKTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Evidently occurs in Baluchistan 
(breeding or on passage?) but available material insuffidem to clarify the 
status (Ticchuist, 1927, JBNHS 31: 881). It is the breeding bird of Iran 
(west to the Caspian Sea), and a passage migrant in Iraq and * Persian 
Baluchistan * (SE. Iran). May also occur in northeastern NEFA. 

ExiTcIirrStal, * Transcaspia, Russian Turkestan and wcsicra Chinese 
Turkestan; recorded from the western slopes of the Ala Shan in extreme 
southern Mongolia, from the valley of the upper Huang ho and from a 
northern tributary of the Mekong in SE. TibcL Winters in East Africa’ 
(Peters). 
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GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 578. 

BREEDING. Extralimilal. May possibly breed in Baluchistan, but 
unknown vrith ceriaint)*. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from both 573 and 579 in being much paler coloured 
on head, neck, and breast, and in having fewer, finer, and less blackUh cross-bars 
on the underparts; abo in being smaller, witii wings sometimes dovkTi lo e. ISO mm. 

MEASURE-MENTS 

Wing 204-220, 9 9 184-216 mm. (Portenko, 1931, Mitt. ^ool. A/uj. Berlin 
17; 417-22). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As xn 578. 

578. CuchoD. Cucutus canorus canonis Linnaeus 

Cuculus cenoTus Linnaeus, 1758, S>'si. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 1 10 
(Europa = Sweden, ex Fn. Suec.) 

Curulus ukphonus Heine, 1863, Jour. f. Orn. U : 352 (J^P^) 

Baker, FBI No. HSl, Vok 4: 135 
Plate 51, f»g. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. PkupkC, Kupifuk (Kumaon) *, ICiikku (Lepcha); Akku (Bhutca); 
Hot kvk^ Sliakuk, Kuku, hukil (Kashirur), 

SIZE. Pigeon slenderer. Length c. 33 cm. (13 in.). 

held characters. Gene- 
ral effect, shape of wtings and 
manner of flight reminiscent 
of sparrow-hawk. Unmistak- 
able oft-repeated euch-koo call. 

Male (adult). Above, 
dark ashy grey; tail blacldsh 
brown, spotted and tipped 
^^^th white and ^^•ilhout the 
subtcrminal black band of 
Indian Cuckoo. Below, chin, 
forcneck and breast pale 
ashy; rest of underparts white, narrowly cross-barred with blackish. 

Adult Female has a rufous tinge on upper breast and sometimes on 
throat and sides of neck. Also has a hepatic phase with the entire upperparts 
barred chestnut and blackish brosvn. Below, as in normal female but chin, 
throat and upper breast barred pale chestnut and blackish, and lower breast 
and abdomen tinged with rufous. 

Ju%'cmle hepatic female duller, srith w'hitc fringes to feathers of upperparts. 

Fledgeling distinguished from fledgelings ofC. saturalm and C. poliocephalus 
by almost invariable presence of a conspicuous white nuchal spot. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, nomadic, and seasonal 
local migrant — possibly also transUrrutal as in the Palacarctic Region.' 
Common In the Himalayas in summer, arriving c. mid March and leaving 
again in July/August, from the Afghan frontier through Gilgit, Kashmir 
(the commonest cuckoo), Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Garhw’al, Kumaon, 
and Nepal to SikHm (?), breeding at benveen r, 600 and 4100 metres 
altitude. Highest occurrence recorded at Shaksgam, Kashmir, 5250 m. 

' On vriatcr status sad probable vrintcr quarten sec Dafa>*e3, ?kL, 1974, JBNHS 71; 145-8. 
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Bcrtv’cca early August and mid Jvlardi both this race and the next 
(C* A h^Mt) arc dispersed practicaliy throughout the Peninsula south to 
Kerala. Rare \agraflt in Ceylon and Andaman Is. hlaldive Is. (sight record, 
Phillips, JBNHS 60 : 579). There is good drcumstanual CNidence (perdstent 
* singing * by males, enlarged gonads of dissected spedmens, and fledgelings 
being tended by fosterers) that some birds also breed in the Pe n ins ul a, c.g. 
in Pradesh (hlhcm', Saugor, Kamptee), Maharashtra (Chihalda), 

Gujarat (Mt Abu, Ueesa, Kjitch), Chota Nagpur, and posdbly in the 
south In«lian hills and clsc^vhc^e between May and July/August, during 
the SW. monsoon. However, the ecology and breeding biology of Indian 
parasitic cuckoos, and their varying status from locality to locality and 
season to season, are as yet very imperfectly knoun. Their unobtrusive 
habits, the superficial resemblance of many spedes to one another, and 
likelihood of middentification particularly when not calling, rcndcis 
defimtive obscfvadons difficult and often unrdiable. hlany of the 
mystcria can only be soh'cd through large^cale ringing of fledgeling 
cuckoos. 

Extrclirmtcl. Breeds in Europe and Asia from the British Isles c3St\s*ard 
through Scandinavia and N. Russia, fo jVE, Siberia and Kamchatka; south- 
ward to the Pyrenees, the Mediterranean, Aria hlinor and N. Iran; cast to 
Manchuria, Korea, Japan, and the Kurile Is. IV^tcrs in Africa, Malaysia 
to Ne%v Guinea. 

GEKERAi. HABITS. Chiefly arborcal, keeping ringly to leafy tree-tops or 
•seen flying about hawk-like above the canopy' in svcll->voodcd country'. 
Occasionally descends to the ground and %valks about to pick caterpillars 
and other insects from amongst littered leaves, or to inv^tigatc eligible 
nests of pipits and chats for laying in. Mostly silent and unobtrusive in non- 
breeding season, then apt to be easily overlooked. Very obstreperous when 
breeding, the males singing lustily from tree-tops all day (chiefly early 
morning and around sunset) and often far into or even throughout the 
night. \NTuIe caUing under evdtement of a female** proxunity the throat is 
inflated or * goitred * out like a pigeon, the body' held horirontal with wings 
drooping at the sides, tail spread out and pardy cocked (sometimes vertical), 
the bird Hghdy oscillating or pivoting from side to side. At other times calls 
with tail depressed, rump-leathers fluffed out, and wings drooping at the 
sides. The call is also uttered on the wing during courtship chase of a female, 
or while in pursuit of an interloping rival. 

FOOD. Insects and their larvae, particularly hairy caterpUiars. The 
<acada Gfcrui sulphurea Hope largely' eaten in E. Himalayas (Ste\'etis). 

VOICE and cAtLs. 'Song’ of the male, die web-know'n rfirk-iw occa- 
sionally \'aned to cwik-cuik^koOi repeated persistently in long imbrokcn runs 
(once 170 counted) at the rate of about one call per second. These are 
interlarded with hoarse wheezy chuckles. The tempo of the calls varies with 
the degree of the prevailing excitement at the prorimity of a female. The 
female utters a scries of' watef-bubbling ' notes ywtk-fuifk some- 

times repeated rather slowly, and also an occasional harsh chuckle like the 
male’s. Her bubbling notes arc almost identical tvith those of C. satteratus 
and C. mixTopUrxxSi and females of the three species cannot be sadsfectorily 
differentiated by their calls. 


210 • CUCULIFORMES 

breeding. Brood-pararidc on a wide range of hosts, pipits (Motaallldae), 
shrikes (Lantidac), but chiefly on babblers, flycatchers, >\-arblcrs and chats 
(Musdenpidae). Female believed to be poh-androus or promiscuous in her 
sex relations. Secsen^ March to August synchronising locally witli that of tht 
fcssicrcrs. Eggs laid directly into nest of host. In the case of dosed or glohuU: 
nests the cuckoo clings on the outside in acrobatic postures with her vtni 
against the tiny entrance-hole and projects the egg directly into it. In 
inaccessible nests, such as a chat's in a ground-bollow under a stone, the 
egg is first laid outside then inserted within with the bill. This process has 
been obscr\'ed and authenticated in the case of the Khasi Htfls race 
C. c. bakfri (Livesey, 1937, JBNHS 39: 625-6). broad blunt oval, 
widely \‘ariablc in size and coloration, usually matching those of the fosicrer* 
ranging from white with reddish brown streaks and stippling to uiiifonn 
pale blue. Average size of 100 eggs picked at random from a large series 
23*6 X 18'lmm. ^akcr). Incubation period also \'ariablc, thecgc5ofthe 
cuckoo usuaity hatching a day or two earlier than the host’s, TIic \'ourc: 
cuckoo in the first 5 or 6 days of batching possesses a curious scnsiii\'c patch 
or depression on its back, any contact with which ptxiduccs an impulse to 
heave upwards. By means of Lhi? adaptation the impostor manages to 
jettison the rightful hatchlings and unhaiched eggs o\cr the rim of the 
nest or out of the entrance-hole, thereafter monopolizing tlic attention o.** 
the fosterers and the entire food intended for their brood. The young cuckoo 
tlms grows apace, and by the time it leaves the nest it is already several 
rimes the bulk. and weight of some of die smaller fosterers like pjprts and 
warblers who arc often obliged to settle on its back in order to put the food 
down the cavernous gape of the insatiable monster 1 

Museum Diagnosis. No subtcnninal bUd: band on tafl; «rige of wing roard 
white and brown. For distinguishing from C. f. heifti see Kc)\ to the Suhsperics; 
for description of plumages, structure {and bioaomlo) Wlthcrby, 1938, 2; 296-302. 
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TSTSltS 

TaiJ 

o'O' 209-243 

(from sVuifl) 

- 26-29 

c. 21-24 

152-183 inra. 

9 9 213-230 

e. 23 

c. 23-24 

157-170 mm. 

For British examples 

%Viihcrby gives: 


iSA. BB) 

-d'S' IVa-'m 

24-2B 

38-24 

765-588 rem. 

9 9 200-223 

— 

— 

— nun. 


Wright 1 qI 90 gm. (GD). 

coLotnts or bare parts. Iris pale to deep cv-erim ^vHow. B31 dark 

horny brown, paler and yellowish at base and on comnussurc, orange-yellcnv- at 
gape. Legs and feet wax yrilow; daws bonay. 

579. Khasi Hills Cuckoo. Cucu/us renenu bcJ.rri Hartcrt 

Cundus ccr^onaictniHarteTt, 1912, k’dg. pal. Fauna 2: (Shillcng. Assam) 
Baker, FBI No. 1453, VoL 4: 139 

LOCAi. juoa. KCkH (Khasi). 

ST7X. Pigeon slenderer. Length r. 33 cm. (13 in.). 
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ftEU) characters. As or578, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, Distribution and habitat. Not properly worked out. Breeds in 
the Assam hifls south orBrahmaputra river — Garo, Khasi, Jsuntia, Cachar, 
etc. — probably also in Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo and East Pakistan. 
Occurs at one season or another (and may breed) in Sikkim, Bhutan 
(collected by Ludlow' up to c. 3300 ui- ah. in summer) and NBFA. May 
occasionally turn up in far-flung parts of the subcontinent, thus Ahmadnagar 
dist., Maharashtra (Abdulali, J954, JB.VH5 52; 2/OJ. Affects wefl-wooded 
coimtry, orchards, etc. 

ExtraiimilaL * Breeds from eastern Kokonor and SW. Kansu southw'ord 
through ^V. Szechuan and W. Kansu (probably adjacent parts ofE. Tibet) 
to Burma (Pegu Yomas) and the Shan States * (Peters). In winter to the 
rndochinese countries. 

general RABtrs, roOD, VOICE and calls. As in 578, q.v. 

breeding. As in 578. S/asffn, chiefly April/May to Junc/July. Principal 
fosterers over most of its range and also in the Khasi Hills, warblers of the 
genera Cistkola and Sapa (j= Prinia) w’hich build fragile domed nests of grass 
with a small lateral entrance-bole. Other members of the family Musci- 
capidac, especially chats and small babblers, arc also vicrimized. For method 
of the cuckoo s la^TUg in. domed and cv-cn less accessible nests see under 578. 
Eggs, broad blunt o\-aI, as widely N'ariablc in size and coloration as in 578. 
Average size pfSOO eggs 24*2 x 17*9 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Dl'cnosw. Disiiitguiibcd from notninate (cnoms by darker upperpart^ 
often almost blackish slaty; hamagon underparts broaefer, blacker and further apart. 
Female difTcrs from male at in 578. 

KCASt'RlTMZNTS 

o' 9 \Vlng 203-240, mosUy between 225-235 mm. (Baker). One very imaH 9 
has wing I98 mm. (Abdulali). Males usually somewhat larger. 

COLOURS or B.VRZ BARTS. As in 578. 


SCO. Hixxxalayan Cnckoo.' Curu/aj sciirratxLs sciurctus Blyth 

Caralar /a^»•ci£r * Hexigsoa *== Bl)-!}!, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc- Bengal I2 (2)‘ 942 
(Nepal) 

Cundszs epsjtsj Gould, 1845, Proc, Zook Soc. London: 1 8 
(Port Fasington, Northern Territory) 

Baker, FBI No. I454. Vol. 4; 140 

LOCAL names. T(r:s tki (Lepcha) ; Ilsg hfo hsc (Cachar) ; fix kiku (Khasi). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; sfendcrer. Length c. 3l cm, (12 in.). 

field miARACTERS. \’cr>' similar to 579 and doubtfully distinguishable 
from it except by its dhoncrivc 4-notcd hoopoc-like call. At rest and on a 
good riew perhaps also by the edge of the wing-shoulder being pure white 
r, barred brown and w-hiie (see Key and Museum Diagnosis). Female 
someumes has a hcpauc phase at in C. cir?trfuf. 

ST.Mvs, DirrRiBUTio.< and habitat. Described as ‘ summer visitor ' to 
the lowrr HxinaIa\*M, but probably rcsidtriL Like other Himalayan cuckoos 
vocal between Morch/Apri! and July/.August mostly when breeding, and 
much eftener heard than seen, Lbbic to be overlooked or mlridenrifled m 
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silent period. Breeds from the Afghan fronrier eastward through Gil^t, 
Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Garbwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and NEFA benveen r. 1500 and 3300 m. altitude; also in the 
Assam hills south of the Brahmaputra river. Has been taken (rarely) in 
winter in the plains in N. India (Uttar Pradesh, Rajasilian, Bihar, .\ssam). 


Cuculus soturotus 



BBBrcrdingrang: I C.s.hyrsfaldi 2 C J. 

3 C.J./r/:VKi(RE) * C. J. (KE) 

I authentic data for further south; possibly occurs as \a,i»rant but un- 
orrlcd to difSculrv of rccosnition t.hcn not callin?. Dasisoni c d 

ord from Wynaad, Kerala (SF 10: 359) probably niistalen as sbotvn lo' 
inford (18^3, PZS: 318). Not uncommon in the .Andaman and 
‘in summer’ (Butler 1899, JBNHS 12; 565). .-MTecis hilly vooded 
intxy and orchards. ^ ^ 

ExiraUmilzL Burma, Thailand, S. China, Formo'a fTaiwan^ 

SENtRAL ILABITS snd FOOD- By and large as in 578, q.v. 

VOICE and calls. Dblinclive and diagnostic; a loud, f 4 r-carr>Tng 
, , . ecp-of>p^p-<^P or hud'hud'^ud'hud, iKcrimiial Cp a soft urderr^oe 
dtble- only at dose ran^c. in the dlsCMice call confutable t>iih hf-op:>r>, 
t riiaractcrisiically 4-noicd against hoopoe’s 3. Wlfllc calling from a ir^ 
> throat inflated or ‘goitred *out as in a pigeon, and droop^ 

the sides. Male also emits a medley cf hoarse, ghoiflnh. 

J chuckles. Calls less persistently than Indian Cuckoo or 57B, hut at a. 
les of day and night, csjy'cially moonlit nights. * \Vatef-bubbling notes 
female indisunguvihable from thfr/; of 573, Q.v. ^ 

preeoing. Breiri-parasiric cornmonly on flycatcher- and leaf 
die genera Srknnu and PhyUrj'cprar, liny birds less than one-frard iw 
72 size; in Kashmir the Large Cros^ued Leaf iVwblcr 
{pitc/ir} most frequently ricdmtzed. Seerer., prinapally 
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synchronizing that of the hosts. Eggs, long ellipses, greatly variable in 
size, often incongruously small for the cuckoo. Coloration also ^•ariable, 
ma^y pale skim-tnilk blue or white with faint ininutc dark sdppUng, 
usually matching the eggs of the hosL Average size of 40 eggs r. 20 X 13-5 
mm. (B^cr). Fellow-nestlings and unhatched eggs ejected from nest 
presumably in same way as b)’ 578. . 

hlusEuu DiACSOsa. Similar to 5/8, q.v., but Vk*ith the edge of the vring-shouldcr 
pure white, without any brown barfing. Black bars on underparts bolder and wider 
apart. For description of hepatic female, juvenile, and nestling sec Biswas, 1960, 
JBNHS57 (3): 542. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Nepal specimens give 

AVing Bill 

H 179-192 27-30 

-(from skull) 

2 d^cT from Sikldm, wing 185, 188 mm. (Schafer). 

Thus it is c\idcnt that Baker’s mcasurem^ts loc. dt, (<j’9 208-226; 

bin (from feathers) c. 20-22; tail 151-176 mm.)do not relate to Himalayan birds. 

Weight I 01 105; 1 9 72 gm. (GD). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS- liis Tcddish brown or orange-red; c^-crim yellow. Bill 
dark homy green, yellowish at gape. Legs and feet wax >*ellcw to bright yellow. 
(For details sec Biswas, loc- dt.) 

580a. Horsfield’s Cuckoo. G/ra/arJcfcirizhuAffrT/ifMi Moore 
See Appendix 

581 . Small Cuckoo. Cuculus pcliscfpkalus poliocepkalus Latham 

Cvttdus polioctphaltu Latham, 1790, Index Om. I: 214 (India) 

Cuadus poliocephclus cssarnevs Kocla, IS52, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 45 
(Kohima, Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No, 1455, Vol. 4: 142 
Plate 51, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES- Dcng-hlm (l^pcha) ; Pich: gfc/a (Bhutea) ; Deo pie pihu (Cachar). 

SIZE, M)-na -r, with a longer tail. Length c. 26 cm. (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Smaller than 579 but odien^isc ver}* similar: slaty 
grey above, black-barred white below, the underparts suffused with buff. 
Sexes more or less alike, but 9 has also a hepatic phase. Most satisfactorily 
rca)gni2cd by its distinctive husky chattering call. That's jour chofj pepper 
(accent on 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Locally common and breeding in 
summer (April/hlay to July/August) in the Himala^'as between c. 1500 and 
3200 m. alt. (possibly to c. 4000 m.) from the Afghan frontier, Gilgit and 
Kashmir eastward, through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, and NEFA. Also in 
Assam hills south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland, and ^fanipur {?). 
Migrates in winter to lower elcs’ations and the northern plains, ^vanderlog 
widely in the Peninsula south to Kerala (Caonanorc). Recorded thus from 
hladh^’a Pradesh (Nagpur), Gujarat (Surat Dangs), Maharashtra (DhuUa, 
Ahmadnagar, Khandala), hl^iore (Coorg, Bcigaum), Tamil Nadu (Nflgiris), 


214 DUCULIFORMES- 



Andhra Pradesh (Nellorc, Seshachalam Hilfs), and Andaman Is, Scarce 
\isitor to Ce^'lon, Doubtless more generally dispersed but imrccorded omng 
to difficult)' in identification when silent (in non-breeding season). Affects 
wcU-wooded country. 

ExtralimitaL Breeds also in ^V. and C. Qiina, Manchuria, and Japan 
frorn Hondo to Kiusiu. Recorded as migrant or straggler from E. China, the 
Bonin Is., Formosa (Taiwan), Ryukyu Is., S. \^ctnam, etc. (Peters). Ap- 
parently scarce and local in the higher hills of Burma (Sm>thies). 

snoRA-noN. No ring recoveries. Passes through Pt Calimcrc (KPIS* N., 
79^51' E.) in numbers during October, presumably m rmtlo to Cc)*lon. 

GENXRAL HABITS and FOOD. Not Significantly different from other 
members of the genus, qq.v. Vcr>' noisy in the breeding season, calling as 
much during the day, especially in cloudy weather, as at night; from a 
perch as well as on the sving. 

VOICE and caixs. A curious unmusical rattling, or chattering, cr>' of 
5 or 6 notes, the first half going up in scale, the second coming down; well 
rendered as That's your choJj P^Pper , , , ckofy pepper (accent on first cko^). 
Uttered several times in quick succession, each repetition somewhat lower 
than the preceding. Timbre rather bulbul-like, but harsh and husky; 
pattern of call vaguely reminiscent of the brma^feter shrieks ofCuniluf rerior 
(573). 

BREEDiNc. Brood-parasitic chiefiy on small ground-nesting passerines of 
the family Musacapidae, c.g. leaf warblers {PhjlhscopuS)t ^vTcn-babhlers 
{Pttoepyga) and shortwings {Brczhjptetj}^. Season, May,June, July symehronir- 
ing with that of the hosts at \*arious altitudes. Eggs, short, broad, elliptical; 


Tail 

I4'^15y fnm. 
(BB) 
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variably coloured, white to terracotta red, usually matching the eggs of the 
normal local hosts. The egg is remarkably large for the size of the layer, 
and in the white phase almost indistinguishable from that of C, jaturatus, a 
bird at least one-third larger. Average size of 30 eggs 21 *0 X 14-2 mm. 
(Baker). - 

MusEXnf DtACSOsis.--^malIcr than C. setuetus and with edge of wing ashy. For 
description of immature plumages see Baker, loc, dt. 

MEASCTlEMEKTS 

5\5ng BUI Tarsus Tdl 

<ji9 142-162 24-25 17-19 126-137 mm. 

(from skull) (Various) 

Baker’s lower limits for wing (152 mim) and tail (132 mm.) are misleading. 

Wcight2dd (Nepal, May), 48,54 ^ — GD; 6 oo? (Pt Calimerc, October) 
32-44 gm. — SA. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Ira brown; cyerxm yellow. BUI blackish horny; base 
of both mandibles, commhsure and gape j-eflow'. Legs and feet wax yellow. 

Genus Cacouantis S. Muller 

CcamsjiHs S. Muller, 1843, Verb. Nat, Gesch. Ned. Land-cn Volkenk., pt, 6; 177, 
note. Type, by subsequent designation, Cuadas Jlaz-ss Gmclin = Curdas r-xrdrsts 
Scopoli 

VerJhocefya Cabanis £; Heine, 1863 (1862-63), Mus. Hein., Th. 4 (1); 16 
T>'pc, by monot^-p)', Curalas scrwjTCtzi Latham 
Contains small-sized cuckoos distinguished from Cttesdus b)* shorter, more rounded 
wings with the primaries exceeding the secondaries by only about one-third length 
of Hmg, Tail as long as or longer than wing and well graduated. 

Key to the Spedea 

Page 

A BUI stout and not compressed; taU- f ea t h c rt narrower postcriorivv. . . 

C. icrrm-cin 215 

B BUI impressed ; laU-fealhers of uniform width 

1 Upperpartsdarkashytabdomenwhiteorgrey C.passema 218 

2 Upperparts ashy grej* and brown ; abdomen rufous ..... .C. rurJifuis 220 

Cacomantts son-xerath (Latham) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Upper plumage brighter and more rufous C, s. sr-rvrcH: 

Upper plumage darker and more brown C.s. rrmfi 


582. Indian Baybanded Codcoo. Ccerrumfir Te.-mfraHi jenr-rratii (Latham) 

Ciadss Latham, 1790, Index Orn. 1: 215 (India) 

Baker, FBI No, 1464, VoL 4: 157 . 

‘ Plate 51, fig. G 

^LOCAL ?iAVES. BcAz piii^ (Triugu); Cheah^J {>lala)'alara) ; l3l 

krrd/ (Gujarati). 
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SIZE. M)*iia -f ; slenderer. Length r. 24 cm. (9J in.). 

FIELD characters. A small slim cuckoo: ahoTt, bright rufous or bay 

colour, conspicuously crossbarred 
with brown; below, including 
sides of head and neck, whitish 
with fine wravy brown cross-bais. 
Tail largely rufous, tipped with 
white and subtipped wiA black. 
Sexes alike. Easily confused with 
hepatic phase of female Plaintive 
Cuckoo (584, 585); see Museum 
^ 1 Diagnosis. 

Young (immature) similar to adult but with the rufous bars on the 
upperparts more pronounced, and the broviTi bars on the upperparts as 
well as ti<e rufous on tail more extensive. 

STATUS, D15TRIPUT307C and HABITAT. Status imclcar due to the bird bang 
silent during nen-breeding season when easily os'criooked. Belies’cd to be 
resident and nomadic as \s'cll as seasonal local migrant. Widely scattered in 
the monsoon season practically throughout India, sparse in the north, fairly 
common in the Deccan and southern India (excepting the areas of hcaMcst 
rainfall). Recorded from the lower Himala^'as (up to c. 2460 m. alt.), 
foothills and plains, from Kumaon through Nepal, Sikkira and Bhutan to 
Assam (common in hills south of Brahmaputra R.), Gujarat, hfadhya 
Pradesh, Orissa, W. Bengal. Coininoner in southern. Maharashtra, Andhra, 
Tam'd Nadu, M^-sorc, Kerala, East Pakistan. Affects deciduous and ever- 
green lightly wooded country around cultisation, RS wed as fairly heavy 


forest, 

ExtrclimitaL Burma south to Tcnasserini, Thadand, Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. ArboTcal, usually keeping singly to b*arc tree-tops 
cspeaolly ■when calling, fijing about. from one to another. Sometimes 
springs up la the air to take a flymg iiKCCt. 

FOOD. Mainly caterpillars and bugs (Hcmiptcra). The red SilkMtton 
Bug {Djsdercus cingzdetus) is a favourite item with both this and the Plaintive 
Cuckoo. 

VOICE and CAEus. A loud, rather pleasant 4-noted v.hi5tle trff-!i-Jee-l£ 
uttered wdth cttctillnc persistence and monotony from an exposed tree-top 
chiefly in the early morning and at dust '«* tail depressed, nrap-feathers 
fluffed out, and svings drooping at the sides; at ai! hours during overcast 
drizzlv sscathcr. The call is reminiscerrt of the mmcrd-fazzle calls of 
CurJ-Js r-Jmptmu (576) but is in a higher kes’ and srith a slighdy differmt 
intonation, In additioa has a sss-cet, clear whist^ song of sentriloquja] 
quality tn tiue-teetl tilee-lret: ?, rising in scale, ending intcrrogativciy. 

BstsEniSD. Brood'parasidc evidently on iotas (Xegtt^ne), btiihuls 
(Pyreettehn), and small babblers (Timaliinae). Sfererij variable and pro- 
longed (February to August), ss-nchroniring JocaDy vith that of its hosts. 
Oviduct eggs broad oval in sha^ and variable in coloration. One common 
tvpc is wHte or pmk\ white speckled with reddish- or purple-brown, usually 
resembling closely die eggs of the hosts. Average sire e. 19-3 x 15-B cun. 
(Baker). 
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Museuu Diagnosis. Dbtinguishcd from the very similar hepatic female of Plain- 
tive Cuchoo (584) by the tail-feathers beixig a little nanwer towar^ their tips 
instead of tnuformly broad throughout. Bill stouter and broader up to the tip, which 
is blunt seen from above. 

U£ASUB£11ZKTS ^ 

\V^g Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

0^9 116-128 23-26 r. 17-18 112-118 mm. 

<SA) 

coLotms OF BARB PARTS. Iris brown. Bill homy black, olive-grey at base -of 
lo\vcr mandible. Legs and feet greyish green; claws homy brovm. 


583. Ceylon Baybanded Cuckoo* Cacomantis sonneratii waiti (Baker) 

Pentfiotejyx scmnrrati tpat/i Baker, 1919, Bull. Brit. Oro. (3. 39: 47 (Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1466, Vol. 4: 159 

LOCAL NAUES. KShd (Sinhala); Kujril (Tamil). 

STZE, - Myna 4*» slenderer. Length c. 24 cm. (9J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 582, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Racc pccuHar to Ceylon. Resident 
in all zones. Very local but moderately plentiful in many districts in the 
lowlands dnd lower hills to c. 750 m.; in >vintcr (NE. monsoon season) 
visiting the Uva bills to over 1200 m. (Phillips). Affects borders of forest, 
chenas (shifting cultivation), and open jungle, preferably in the inter- 
mediate belt of country between the Wet and Dry zones (Henry). 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 582. 

VOICE and calls. As in the Indian race. * In the breeding season it 
utters a different note, a whistled whew, whew, whu~u^u, whu-^u-u, whu-u-u ~ 
each stanza higher pitched than the last, the call ending abruptly as if the 
bird bad reached the top of its compass — or run out of breath * (Henry). 
Most noisy in the mornings and evenings during the first quarter of the 
year, ^vhen presumably breeding. 

BREEDiNO. * Practically UIlkno^vn. Victimizes the Orange Minivet 
{PericTocotus flammeits) occasionally, if not regularly; and also the Little 
Minivet (P. peregnnus c^lonensis). Young observed in June and October * 
(Phillips). 

MusEUil Diagnosis. Differs from the Indian bird in being much darker and 
browner above rather than rufous. 

MEASUREUENTS. Baker gives Wing 121-126 mm.; bill (from feathers) 19-20 mm. 
Two specimens from Ceylon in the American Museum of Natural History, New 
York, measure: 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from feathen) 

^ 129 20 HI mm. 

9 125 '21 no mm. 

(SDR) 

colours op bare parts. As in 582, 
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584. Twrilaw Plaintive Cuckoo. Caamanlis passninus (Vahl)* 

.Cttadas pasuriraisysihX, 1797, Skriv. Naturhist.-Selsk., Kjobenhavn, 4(1): 57 
(Tranquebar) 

Baker, FBI No. 1462, Vol. 4: 154 
Plate 41, fig. 7 

^ LOCAL NAMES. Pov^a (Marathi); Chiima katU pitta (Tclugu); Kohd (Sinhala); 

(Tamil); Cherukuyil (Malaj-alam) ;'Aam rdkhadi kdydl (Gujarati). 

SIZE. Myna ±; slenderer. Length r. 23 cm. (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small sUm cuckoo: above, dark grey and broun; 
below, chin, throat and breast grey, paling on abdomen and to whitish on 

vent. Tail blackish with a wliitc tip 
and with the outer rcctriccs obliquely 
barred white. Occasional c-xamplcs 
dark ashy througliout, and these easily 
confused with Dark Grey Cuckoo- 
Shrike {Coracina melaschishs, No. 1077), 
A white patch on underside of wings 
(at base of primaries) conspicuous in 
flight. Sexes alike,’ but female dimor- 
phic; in the hepatic (red) phase easily 
confused with Baybanded Cuckoo (582): bright chestnut-bay abo\c and 
on throat, crossbarred with black on back, and with finely black-barred 
white underparts. 

Young (immature) superficially similar to hepatic female: above, bright 
chestnut barred with black; below, chin, throat and breast suffused ^rilh 
chestnut with a few black bars; rest of underpafts white finely and wavily 
barred with blackish. Tail-feathers marked longitudinally with black along 
the shafts. Some females moult from this dress direct into adult hepatic 
plumage. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Throughout the wcll-woodcd p.Trts 
of the subcontinent including Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan; up 40 e. 2700 nj. 
altitude in the Himalayas; to e. 1800 in the Nilgiris and peninsular hills. 
Largely absent in W. Pakistan, western Rajasthan, northern Gujarat, and 
Kutch; not recorded from the Andaman and Nicob.ir Is. Occurs also in 
E. Pakistan, Ceylon (‘ winter visitor ’), and Maldivc Is. As in Baybanded 
Cuckoo (582), status evidently variable, but unclear chiefly because of 

* Biswas (Ibis 93: 596, 1951) has shown that both ^dwmmu and lamj/inii occur side by side 
in the bite^g season without any mtergrades. Thttcfore trtaled here a* full specia. 
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Uability to be misidendfied in the field or overlooked during the silent 
(non-breeding) period: resident in some parts of the country, nomadic or 
local migrant in others; from its calls perhaps most widely.disperscd during 
the monsoons. Affects light open forest, gardens, groves of trees in village 
environs, shade trees in tea plantations, and the like, 

general habits. General appearance and behaviour reminiscent of 
Dark Grey Cuckoo-Shrike. Keeps singly to foliage canopy of trees and bushes, 
mounting to their exposed tops for calling. Active and restless, constantly 
flying across s>viftly from tree-top to tree-top over a >vidc area (its territory ?) 
to call from different vantage points. Occasionally launches short flycatcher- - 
like aerial sallies to capture flying bugs, or descends to the ground and hops 
a few steps to pick up caterpillars. When calling the tail is depressed, the 
rump ardicd (feathers fluffed out), and the mngs drooped loosely at the 
sides. 

FOOD. Hairy caterpillars (those of the moth yepita confnta identified), 
bugs (Djsdercus cingulatus and others), and various soft-bodied insects. 

VOICE and calls. Various, One commonly heard and quite diagnostic 
cf the species is a rather plaintive single whistle piteer or kiveer frequently 
repeated at short intervals. Another call is clearly of the Indian Cuckoo’s 
crossword’puzzle pattern but in a higher key: weeti-teeti or peler-peier. Tlie song 
proper is a clear lilting whistle of several notes ending interrogatively: 
Pee~pipee‘pee, pipee-pee? or its variant pee-pipee-peepi, pipee~peepi? ascending in 
scale and slightly higher pitched ^viih each repetition. The calling bird turns 
its head thb way and that, producing a marked vcntriloquial effect. Most 
noisy in the mornings and evenings in the breeding season, but at all times 
of the day in cloudy, drizzly weather. Calb abo during nights, whether dark 
or moonlit. 

BREEDING. Brood-parositic on warblers (Sylviinac) prindpally of the 
genera Prinia, Cisticola and Ortholomus, All these build more or less closed nests 
with narrow entrance-holes in which it b difficult to conceive the cuckoo 
introdudng its egg in any way other than with the bill. The actual process 
needs determining. Season overall June to September, synchronizing locally 
with that of its hosts. Sggs long narrow o\’ab, apprcdably smaller at one end. 
Coloration %’ariable, usually matching those of the hosts. Average size of 
eggs 19*9 X 14’0 mm. (Baker). A remarkable case of adaptive selection 
has been revealed by Prof. R. K. Burnett in Andhra. He found that in 
Hyderabad dty the Plaintive Cuckoo habitually laid in the nests of the 
lo^ly abundant Ashy Wren-Warbler (Prinia socialts) which la^’s a uniform 
brick-red egg, whereas a few nulcs out in the surrounding country the 
prindpal host b the Tailor Bird (Orthotomus sulorius) whose eggs arc reddbh- 
or blubh white spotted with brownbh red. The eggs of the cuckoo in tlic 
respective areas * mimic ’ those of the host in a convincing way. Tins would 
imply the c%'olution of remarkable plastidty in egg production, the urban 
population of the cuckoo bdng so strictly adapted as to lay an egg different 
from that of the population in the surrounding countr>*sidc. ^Vhcthc^ the 
hatchling cuckoo evicts its rightful nestmates, as observed in the genus 
CaecTnentis ebe^vhere, not known. 

An extraordinary* instance, fairly reliably reported Grom Poona (30 
August 1944), of a chick of thb cuckoo in the nest of a Purple Sunbird 
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(Xectarinia asiatica) being fed in turns by the fosterers and by Tailor Birds 
(Orthotomus sulorius) I (M. F. Sutcr, JBNHS 45 : 235). 

Museum Diagnosis. For detaib of plumages see WTiutlcr, H-, 1944, S^lia 
lonicaTi (3 & 4): 213-14. 
measurements 

Wing Bill : Tarsus Tail 


(J 19 113-120 


(from skull) .... 

22—23 17—19 105—115 nun. 

(SA, BB, HW) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bfown. Bill homy brown, paler at chin imd 
portion of lower mandible; mouth bright orange-brick colour. Legs and feet rowni 
yellow; claws homy brown. 


585. RufoosbeUied or Burmese Plaintive Cnckoo. Cacomimlis mmit'ms 
Heine 

Cacomantis queruius Heine, 1663, Jour. f. Om. II: 352. New name for PcJjphaM 
(ww/irorim jerdon, not Cucutus tenuirostris Gray, 1834, which ss Cacorumtis pasunraa 
(VahJ) (Lower Bengal, Assam, Sylhet, Burma, and China) 

Baker. FBI No. 1463, Vol. 4: 156 
“ Plate 51, fig* 5 

LOCAL NAME. Cbhota bhdrdu (Bengal). 

SIZE. Same as 584; length c. 23 cm. (9 in.), . , 

FIELD CHARACTTERs. A Small, slim, ashy grey and brown cuckoo 
white-tipped and barred blackbh tail. Very similar to 584 (q.v.) but wi 
the underparts, from breast down, rufous-buff to rusty red instead of white. 

Female dimorphic, svith a hepatic phase as in the Indian race. 

Young (immature). Confusable with Baybanded Cuckoo on a 
fleiaJ view. Above, barred brmvTi and dull chestnut, including winp and tai . 
Below, chin, throat and forcncck chestnut, streaked with bbckbh; 
underpants white, variably stiffuscd with rufous and narrowly barred wi 
dark brown. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Status uncertain: locally rcsidcn , 
nomadic and migratory. Assam, Manipur, East Pakbtan, West Bengal,* c 
lower Himalayas to e. 20(X) m. (abo duars and tcrai) in NEFA and wes * 
ward through Bhutan, Sikkim and Nepal. Has been taken in winter 10 
eastern peninsular India west to c. 81 *E. (Raipur, Madhya Pradoh; an 
south to c. 15®N. (Cumbum, Andhra Pradesh).* 

Affects well-wooded country* — gardens, gros'cs, shade trees in tea plants 
tions, light open forest, and scrub jungle. 

ExtraUmital. Eastw-ard througli Yunnan to Fukien, south through BurrnSi 
Thailand and the Indochinese countries to the northern Malay States, ' 
Hainan (Peters). 

aihii imy bx ^ jvrctiaX pasmina fdt Binru (JBNHS 57; 520). 
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GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 584. 

BREEDING. Brood*parasitjc on yarblcre — in the Assam bilU chiefly 
on Prima (mm^rr, alTogulariSj hodgsoTdi)^ Cistxcola cmsiUmSf and Orthatcmus 
suhrius. Season, April to August, Eggs varying in colour from pure white 
to pale blue, spotted and blotched ^^•ith reddish bravsn, generally matching 
those of the hosts, only larger. Average size of 30 eggs taken at random 
19*8 X 13*8 mm. (Baker). 

Museum DiACNOsn 
MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BiU 

(from feathers) 

^9 109-119 15-17 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 584 


Tarsus Tail 

- 17-18 112-125 mm. 

(Baker) 


Genus Chalcites Lesson 

ChalciUs Lesson, 1830, Traitd d’Om., livr. 2: 152. Type, by tauton^Tny, Cunr/ia 
ehaldtes Illiger, i.c. Lichtenstein, 1818 (Tcmminck, 1821, PL coL, lh*r. 17 
pi. 102, f. 2) = Cuciilm plagosus . 

Small cuckoos of brilliant metallic plumage. Sexually dimorphic. Tail short and 
slightly rounded; \rings long and pointed, the primaries exceeding the secondaries 
by more than one-third the length of the closed ^g. Tarsus feathered almost 
throu^out. 

The genus extends through the Malay Peninsula and Indochinese coimtries to 
Nw Guinea; represented by rivo species in our Hmits. 


Key to the Spedes 


Upperparts glossy violet 

Upperparts brilliant green 

Upperparts light coppery green. . 
Upperparts green, crown rufous 
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586. Emerald Cuckoo. Ckaldies macutatus (Gmelin) 

Ttogon maadaius Gmelin, 1788, Sj^t, Nat. 1 (I): 404 (Cej'Ion) 

Baker, FBI No. 1468, Vol. 4: 162 
Plate 51, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES, Ang pka (Lcpcha); Dao piu pip (Cachar). 

SIZE. Sparrow 4-; length cl 18 cm. (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A diminutivc resplendent-plumagcd cuckoo. 

Male (adult). Above, head, neck, and upperparts biilliant glossy green 
with golden bronze reflections. A w-h^te patch at base of primaries conspic- 
uous in flight. Rectriccs tipped while, the outermost pair with three irregular 
white bars. Below, chin, throat, and upper breast glossy green like back; 
rest of underparts while, barred 'With metallic bronze-green. Under tail- 
coverts metalUc green, barred with white. 

Female. Above, glistening emerald green with golden rufous crown 
and nape, these parts reminiscent of Little Green Bee-eater {Merops orienlalis ) : 


tail barred chestnut and black, tipped ivith svlutc. Below, white, ringed with 
rufous on throat and flanks and barred with bronze-brown, narrowTst on 
throat, broader and wider apart on abdomen. 

Young (fledgling ex nest). Above, barred rufous and brown, the marks 
on head elongate instead of across. Below, chin, throat and forcncck dull 
rufous streaked with black; rest of underparts barred alternately with dull 
white and brown. 

STATUS, mynuBunoN and habitat. Status uncertain. Possibly resident 
but subject to nomadism and local migration like other cuckoos. Occurs in 
the Himalayas (tcrai, bhabar, duars and foothills) up to c. 1000 m. — rarely 
to 1500 m. alt, — from Garhwal through Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, N, 
Bengal, Bhutan, and NEFA. Also Assam, Manipur, and East Pakistan. 
Once recorded from Ceylon, the t>pc, possibly a s'tray. A straggler obt^cd 
at Adyar, a fesv miles south of Madras on 6 March 1878 (W. F. Dique, 
SF 9: 298) ; a speomen from Palni Hills in BNHS collection. Andaman and 
Nicobar Is. Affects cvergreea jungle, chiefly secondary growth. 

Exlralimital. Breeds in SE. Tibet and Szechuan to Hupeh, south to 
Burma, Yunnan and central Vietnam. Has occurred in winter or as a 
wanderer in Hainan, S. Vietnam, Malay Peninsula and Sumatra (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly or in small parries of 4 to 6 to the higher 
branches in the foliage canopy of forest trees, and is difficult to obscrv’c 
except svhen flying across from tree to tree. Is unusually acrive for a cuckoo, 
coast^Dtiy Blttjag from one bough to another or znaldng aerial sordes after 
winged insects. In the breeding season is very vodferous, calling at intervals 
throughout the day and often far into the night, or all through if moonlit. 
Has a characteristic crouching stance w’hcn perched on a branch, along 
rather than across it, the tips of the dosed wings projecting beyond the tail. 
Flight swiSt, reminiscent of a lorikeet. 

FOOD. Ants, caterpillars, bugs (Hemiptera), and other soft-bodied 
insects, often taken on the wing. 

VOICE and calls. 'A very fine dear loud whistling call of 3 notes rapidly 
uttered * (Hume). ‘A constantly uttered trill not unlike that of the lorikeet* 
(Betts). *A quick high-pitched rattle of 5 or 6 notes descending slightly in 
pitch* (Smythies). ‘A sweet twittering* (Stc\'ciis). *A shrill but not un- 
musical succession of three notes in an ascending scale ’ (Baker). 

BREEDING. Brood-parasitic chiefly on ycUowbackcd sunbirds {AethoJ^ga 
spp.), and spiderhunters [Ararknolhera spp.). Season, * middle April to end 
July * (Baker). Eggs, broad obtuse ovals usually white in groimd colour, 
blotched and smudged wth light brown or reddish brown, being passable 
rcplicasoftboscofthehosts,butlargcr. Average size ofl7 eggs 16*9 X 12*3 
mm. (Baker). Though not yet observed in the hatchlings of dthcr this 
spedes or C. xanlkoThynckxts, other members of the genus (cxtralimital) are 
known to evict their rightful nest-mates from the nest, 

Mlteuvi Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt, 

ME.VSUREMENTS 

* ' 'Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

cyt 9 105-114 14-15 e. 15 63-70 mm. 

(Baker) 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irfs tcddish brown to crimson; eyelids crimson. Bill 
bright onmge->'cllow tipped with black. Legs and feet dark brownish g re en . 

587. Violet Cuckoo. Ckalcites xanlhorhjnchus xanthorhynchus (Horsficid) 
Cttfa/iuxanfAtfr^cfanHorsficld, 1821,Trans. Linn. Soc. London 13(1); 179 (Java) 
Baker, FBI No. 1467, Vol. 4; 160 
Plate 51, fig. 7 

local name. Daopiu-pip (Cachar). 

SIZE. Sparrow -r; length c. 17 cm. (6^ in.). 

field characters. A dinunurive rcsplendcnt-plumagcd cuckoo. 

Male (adult). Above, head, neck and upperparts glistening metallic 
violcL Tail blacldsh, all the feathers ripped w'hitc, the outermost pair barred 
with same. Below, chin, throat, forenede, and upper breast glistening violet; 
rest of underparts, including wing-liiung, banded with broad white and 
violet (or green) bands. 

Female. Above greenish bronze with a coppery tinge, and sometimes 
a little white on forehead; rips of primaries and rectriccs greener. Tail 
banded green and chestnut and tipped W'hite on all except the central pair 
of feathers. Below, including sides of head and neck, altcmatingly banded 
- with white and bronze-green, the bands narrowest on chin and throat, 
broadest on vent. 

Young (immature). Above, barred rufous and brown. vvhit^ 

barred with brown, 

‘ Young males moult direct finm the barred rufous stage into that of the 
adult and are never like the female * (Baker). 

Fledgeling. like immature but with the entire head and neck (all 
roimd) streaked with black instead of banded. 

STATUS DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. SCatus tmcg rtain ; possibfy various 

resident, nomadic, and local migrant like 586 and other cuckoos. Assam 
NEFA (?), N^aland, Manipur, Tripura, East Pakistan (and posnbly 
adjoining eastern W. ^ngal); plains and up to e. 1500 m. alt. in the hills. 
Has been taken in the Andaman Is. in March, May, July and August; 
Once at Perambur near Madras (season ? — Whistler, JBNHS 37: 521}! 
* \^ter status in India quite unknown ’JDesfayes, M., 1974, JBNHS 71 : 146). 
Affects secondary e ver gre en foret, keeping to clumps of trees, orchards, etc, 
and cBfficuU to observe or detect imless calling. 

Extrclimtcl. SkV. Yunnan and' central Vietnam, south to Malay Peninsula, 
'Thailand, and S. Vietnam, Sumatra; Lingga Arclupelago; Java; Borneo. 

general habits and food. Very little known; presumably as of the 
Emerald Cuckoo.. 

VOICE and calls. Not recorded in India, *A shrill high-pitched trilling 
resembling that of the nuthatch and barred woodpeckers* (D. M. 
Batchelor, 1963, Scrcwck Masaan jenmud 21-2 N.S.: 278). 

breedinc. Brood-parasiric putatively on ycUowbackcd sunbirds {Aetho^ 
tea) and spidcrbuntcis {ArcehnotheTa) in the main. But since the supposed 
eggs taken in these nests arc exactly like those of the Emerald Cuckoo and 
no oviduct eggs of this spee^es arc available for confirmation, the evidence 

temains only circumstanria].Avcragcsi2eof7of these supposed ^gsI7«2 X 
12*5 mm. (Baker). 
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Museum Diagnosis. See Key. 

MEASXmEMENTS 

IVing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathen) 

^9 95-105 16-17 14-15 64-72 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS 07 BARE PARTS, Iris red; cyclids green With a Fcd rim. BUI orange- 
ydlow or bright ^*cUow; 9 duU yellow, dusky on culmcn and base. Legs and feet 
brovsTiish gre en ; clawT yellower. 

Genus Surniculus Lesson 

Suntiadus Lesson, 1830, Traitc d*Om., livT. 2: 151, Type, by subsequent 
designation, Cuadtu tugabris Horsfleld 

Genus remarkable for its extraordinary superficial rese m blance to the Black 
Drongo [pierurus adsimlis) m shape, proportions and coloration. Differs fmm aU 
other cuckoos in the tail being long and forked, the central pair of rectriccs falling 
abort of the outermost pair by about one-third the length of the tail. Bill as in Cs- 
eomantis, 

Surniculus lucubrb (Hcrsfield) 

Key to the Sabspecies 


Larger S. 1. diervnides 

Smaller S, 1. steward 


588. Drougo-Cuckoo. StrrTneulus lugubris dicruroides (Hodgson) 

Pscadamu DecTteraidaeliodgKtn, 1539, Jour. Ariat Soa Bengal 8; 136 andpL 
(Mountains of Nepal) 

Baker FBI No. 1470, VoL 4: 165 
Flate 67, 6g.' 11 

LOCAL NAMES. /TanVrjwn (Lcpcha); /Tattaian/soom* (Malayalam). 

Same as of the Black Drongo. Myna i ; slimmer, with longer 
forked tail. Length c. 25 cm. (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Overall gloss>' mctallip black. General appearance, 
rizc, and forked tail deceptively like Black Drongo, but imder tail-coverts 
and outermost tail-feathcn near their base nearly alvs^ays barred with white. 
r!a11< entirely diagnostic (see below). Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) the plumage unglossed, the feathers of the head, 
back and breast with many terminal white spots; wing-cov'crts tipped with 
white; more white on tail and under tail-coverts. 

Fledgeling dull black speckled all over with white. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Thc lowcT HunaU^Tis up to c, 2000 
m. alt. and submontane tracts (terai, bhabar, and duars) from Punjab and 
Himachal Pradesh through Garhw^ Kumaon, Nepal, S ikkim , Bhutan, 
and NEFA. Also Assam, Nagaland, hlanipur and P akis t an . Occurs 
at one time or another, chiefly detected during the monsoons when vocal 
(June to October/November), practically throughout the better wT>oded 
parts of the Peninsula (plains and up to at least 15CX) m. in the hills) south 



236 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 3 : 225-228 


CUCKOOS 225 

to Tamil Nadu and southern Kerala. But status south of the Himalayas 
unclear and difficult to determine due to possible confusion with Black 
Drongo unless verified by spedmens or by its diagnostic calls which arc 
‘ on the air ' only during breeding season. Status probably varies from 
locality to locality between' breeding, nomadism, and local migration. 
Affects open secondary forest, plantations, orchards, etc.; sometimes dense 
evergreen jungle. 

Extralimital. Eastward across to southern China (north to southern 
Yunnan and central Fukien), southward to Tenasscrim, Thailand, the 
Indochinese coimtries and Hainan I. Recorded from Sumatra apparently 
as a migrant (Peters). 

OENERAi. HABITS. Superfidal appearance deceptively like Black Drongo 
but is comparatively sluggish and less alert. Entirely arboreal. Keeps singly 
to the foliage canopy of trees and .shrubs, mounting to the eitposed bare 
branches for calling. Where available, snags of the fronds of palms, c.g. 
palmyra (Borassus)^ form favourite singing posts. Normal perching stance 
upri^t, when the resemblance to Black Drongo is heightened ; while calling 
assumes a more horizontal axis, rather * humped up * and with the wings 
sKghtly drooped at the sides. Flight cuckoo-like and noticeably different 
from drongo*s. Sometimes springs up in the air to capture a flying insect 
very like a Bronzed or Ashy drongo, or clings to a vertical tree-trunk to 
pick off a caterpillar. Apparently disperses widely during the monsoon, its 
distinctive calls announdng its arrival and presence in a locality. In the 
breeding season calls persistently in the mornings and evenings; at all hours 
of the day in overcast, drizzly weather. Often also throughout the night. 
Like other cuckoos, silent in non-breeding season, making its local status 
difficult to determine. 

FOOD. Hairy and other caterpillars, soft-bodied insects, and occasionally 
fruit, c.g. banyan and peepul figs (Ficus spp.). 

VOICE and calls. ‘ Song *, a nm of 5 or 6 (sometimes up to 7 or 8) 
evenly spaced high-pitched musical whistling notes pip-pip-pip-pip-pip-pip 
(exactly as if the bird was counting 1-2-3-4-5-6 or practising the musical 
scale), rising in pilch with each pip and breaking off abruptly to be reiterated 
afresh after a few seconds, with monotonous persistency. Another call, 
mostly heard late in tlie season, is like a shrill version of the beginning of 
the brain fever shrieks of the Hawk-Cuckoo and is ‘ accompanied by a 
lifting of both wings to touch above the back* (Mrs Wright, 1957, JBNHS 
54: 653). The significance of this call is not understood. 

BREEDiNO. Very imperfectly known. BrOod-parasitic reportedly on 
drongos (Dicrurus)^ forktails (Enicurus)^ minivets (Pericrocotus)^ and Black- 
headed Babbler (Rhopocichla atrieeps). Season presumably March to October 
(January to March in Kerala?) when most widely vocal and gonads of 
spedmens in breeding condition. Eggs. Dependable data lacking. An oviduct 
egg was ‘ heavily spotted purplish around ends * (Biswas). 

Museum Diagnosis. In the hand the exposed round nostril, shape of bill, and 
structure of foot (zygodactyle) immediately distinguishes it from the black drongo 
(Dienmis cdsimilis). In the latter the bill is shrike-like hook-tipped, and It has the 
characteristic pCTching foofwith three toes in front and one behind. For distinguishing 
from the Ceylon race see Key. 
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measurements 

Wing 

Bill 

TaD 

{?? 135-148- 

(from skull) 

23-26 

128-152 nun. 

Tarsus e. 19 mm. (Baker). 


(BB, SA, SDR) 


COLOURS OF BAM PARTS. IrB dark brown or reddbh brown. Bill brownish blitk. 
■ Legs and feet bluish slaty or pinkish plumbeous; clasvs homy brosvn. 


589. Ceylon Drongo-Cnckoo. Sumiculus luguhris ilmarli Baker 

Jurotm/in luguhris skwarti Baker, 1919, Nov. Zool. 26: 293 (Ceslon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1471, Vol. 4: 166 

LOCAL NAMES. Kauda kohu (Sinhala); Iraltui-cutuu kup! (Tamil). 

SIZE. Same as 588; Black Drongo. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Dcccpttvely drongo-Iikc. Sec under 588, also for 
immature and fledgeling. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Race peculiar to Ceylon. ' Widely 
but locally distributed and resident, in small numbers, in forest areas 
throughout the lowlands; visits tlie hilk to 4000 ft. [r. 1200 m.] when not 
breeding ’ (Phillips). Frequents shade trees in tea plantations etc. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the Indian bird.' 
588, q.v. 

BREEDING. Little known. Brood-parasitic supposedly on lora (Aegtthina 
tiphia) and Blackhcaded Babbler (Rhopocichla atrieeps) 'y possibly abo other 
species. Season probably from December to May. _ 

Museum Diagnosis. Somewhat smaller in wing and bill but othenvlse idccUcal 
with the Indian dirrvrpidcs jn colour and wing formula (contra Baker); doubtfully 
meriting separation. Baker gives for Ceylon birds Wing o ' 9 123-131 (av. 126-5) 
mnr.^tail 136-H6 mm. , * » 

3 o'ri* measured by HW and SDR have Wing I27-I28; bill (from skull) 23 (I), 
(from feathers) 20-20*5 mm.; tail 136-H6 mm. 1 9 Wing 130; bill (from fcathcn) 
19; tarsus r. 16-18 mm.; tail 141 mm. 

colours op bare parts. As in 588. 


Genus Eudynamvs Vigors & Horsfield 

Eudjfnamjr's Vigors & Horsfield, 1826, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 15 (1); 303, Type, 
by subsequent designation, Cvculus orienlalis Linnacw 
No crest. Bill stout, tlic culmen rounded and much curved. Wing and tail more 
or less equal in length, the latter moderately graduated and with broad rcctrices. 
Tarsus stout, strongly scutellale in front, only feathered at extreme upper end. Sexes 
dirnorphic. 

Ranges throughout the Oriental Region to New Guinea and Australia. Only I 
species with 3-Taccs occurs within our limits. Numerous other extralimital races 
extend the species through SE. Asia to Australia. 


CUCKOOS 

Eudynamys scolopacea (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Indian Subspecies 

A Smaller: wing c. 185-198 mm E.s, scoloparea 

B l.arger: wing e. 199-235 mm 1 

1 Wing-tail index^ smaller: Male, wng c. 203-235 mm.; tail 189-221 
nun.; female, wing c. 201-216 mm.; fail 184-197 mm. Plumage of 

female darker, more bufly spotted above and below E.s. dolosa 

Wmg-tail index larger: Male, wing e. 203-218 mm.; tail 194-200 
mm.; female, wing e.-199-221 mm.; tail 199-210 mm. Plumage of 
females paler above and below E.s. malayana 
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590. Indian KoeL Eudynamys scolopacea scolopacea (Linnaeus) 

CueuUis scolopaceus tdnnsLtm, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 111 (Malabar) 

Baker, FBI No. 1475, Vol. 4: 172 
Plate 70, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Kofl (Dhidi)} KSkH, KokJlo {^cssg2\,JAzxicih\)i Pfallakovih Poda 
kooila^ (Tclugu); Kuyil, PSllikuyil, KdkkakSyil (Malayalam); Koha, Gcmera koka 
(Sinhala); Kiiyil (Tamil); Karlu koet cf, Dindin koel 9 (Maidive Is.). 

SIZE. House Crowi; slimmer and with longer tail. Length c, 43 cm. 

(17 m.)* r 

field characters. Male (adult) glistening metallic black all over, 
with yellowish green bill and crimson eyes. Distinctive shrieking crescendo 
calls: kiiooy kuoOy etc. 



c?, X f. 1 

Female. AbovCy dark brown, profusely white-spotted and barred. Tml- 
feathers and ■vring-quills barred with white. SelotVy white; sotted on chin, 
throat and forcncck, barred on rest of underparts wth blackish. 

Fledgeling (in nest). More or less like adult, sex for sex, but fera^e 
far darker and more sooty above svith blackish head, throat and breast; thus 
closer in the character of its plumage, espcrially upperparts, to male rather 
than to adult female as k the norm in birds. This adaptaUon is presumably 
of some survival value amidst the black ncsthngs of its normal fosterers, the 

House and Jungle crows. Bill black not green as in adult. . , 

CTA'^, DirrEiBimoN and habh-at. Resident, nomadic, and local 

iA6gu«dmvedbrdividii.*d.= «i-ner(ua)me«u«5iro.bythcUiy^ 
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migrant throughout the subcontinent excepting Assam ' 

under 591). Described as summer visitor in 

peninsular India, and as winter visitor in the a 

and retiring behaviour during the non-breedmg pen P 

misleading impression regarding its locJ Pakistan, 

treated with rcserv'c. Rare or absent in the more an —dually in the 

western Rajasthan and northern Gujarat, but sprea 8 8™^^ 

wake of advancing colonization and its and Laccadive 

Crow. Common resident in Ceylon, and and to 

Is. (status?). Occure locally up to c. 1000 in. m the p 

c. 1800 m. in the outer Himalayas from Punjab local 

NEFA, including Nepal, Sikldm, ^ r„,„cr 5 the House 

abundance everywhere closely linked with its pnn P Afreets lightly 

and Jungle crows (Coh» splsnda. 

wooded country — gardens, mango orchards, .anti g 

around cultivation and towns and villngss. 

MIGRATION. See Appendix „,l,„mn of 

GENERAL HABITS. Arboreal, the bird usually ,, M,_t and 

leafy trees and shrubs, thus apt to be easily .“’^aciLs, almost 

unobtrusive, seldom showing itself except while it dash ‘ 
fugitively, from one tree to another in short hurried flig . . . , ’ •,[ 

the appLch of the hot weather and its breeding season, | 

that of its principal hosts the House and Jungle rros«, waxtn EP 
vociferous, shrieking its shrill crescendo calls chiefly m t tc night, 

late afternoon, but often all through the day and ar , heard 

It is then one of the Jirst bird voices of the dawn, “ crons, 

while still quite dark, and long before its early-rising “P ’ 
arc up and astir. Flight swift and direct with rapid wing 

FOOD. Largely fruits and berries, some commonly recoded ’P^^ 
banyan and peepul figs (Ficus bengalensis and F. reUposa), c 
mulberry (Morus), sandalwood (Santalum album)y Cmna m 
Cephalandra indicoy and nuts of the Fishtail palm .^.pjUjrs, 

fruits of Thevetia mriifolia also freely eaten. Other items. Inrdf, 

bugs (Hemiptcra) and various insects, terrestrial snails, eggs ® ^j* 

c.g. oriole and bulbul, filched from ncsis, and flos'cr nc i 
Erythrina indtca. 

VOICE and calls. The calls commonly heard arc: t ^ 16 or 7 

1. A loud, continuous, rollicking V^^k’keookeookeocktoo.e^ f ^ 
times repeated) sriihout change of pitch but varying in ms 
shrillness, uttered by the male at earliest dawn as the thenciKh* 

evidently to announce himself or as a challenge to other coc . 

bourhood. These soon answered similarly by another male (or 
distance and repeated by each at intervals of a minute or i » . 

assuming the form of an uneven duet. Later in the morning 
settle down to the characteristic ' song *. . , . i 

2 Song, a loud shrill shrieking whistle kaoo, kuoo, etc. rising . 

each repetition to frantic pitch at the 7ih or 8th, then breaking offabrupuy. 
The bird soon commences it all over again, and so on and on ed mnonwL 
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3. Normal call of female a slirill, quick-repeated kik^kik-kik-^ak etc. as 
ibe dashes from tree to tree in courtship chase by male, or hops amongst the 
branches ostensibly to escape his ardour. 

In addidon various croaks, gurgles, and chuckles uttered by both sexes 
under different provocations. Fljing fledgeling emits a loud harsh kcaa — a 
passable imitation of young crow. 

Bs tggp pto. Brood-parasitic almost exclusively on House and Jungle 
crows (Corvtzs spUndais and C, macTorJ^nthos) combining strategem, cunning, 
and opportunism to lay in their nests. (For details of the process, and breed- 
ing biology, sec D. Dewar, 1907, JBNHS 17: 765 ct seq.; B. S. Lamba, 
1963, JBNHS 60: 130-3; 1966, ibid. 63: 750-1.) Exceptionally, eggs have 
been found in nests of Oriolus o. kundoo (D’Abrcu, JBNHS 31: 1032) and 
Acridothnes trbtis (Inglis, ibid. 18: 682). Season cvcry^vhcrc synchronous with 
that of its hosts, overall March to August, chiefly May to July but varying 
locally. Eggs very similar in appearance to crows* only smaller — greenish 
gicy in ground c»lour, profusely blotched and speckled with reddish brown. 
A>'erage size of 100 eggs 31 *0 x 23*6 mm. (Baker). As many as J1 eggs 
once foimd in a single crow’s nest, evidently the product of several females. 
Eggs of host and parasite frequently found together in the same nest, and 
also young of both. Unlike cuckoo [C, amonis) koel hatchling docs not eject 
contents of fosterer’s nest, but in diis case the shorter incubation period 
(13-14 days v. 16-17 in House Crow and 18-20 in Jungle Crow) gives it 
suffident advantage to monopolize the food brought by the fosterers and 
gradually to starve out its lawful nest companions. Thus koel and crow 
fledgelings from the same nest sddom seen together though not unknown. 
Feeding of koel fledgeling outside the nest by adult female koel has been, 
frequently observed. 

Mcseom Diagnosis. See Key. '• 

UEASUaZUZNTS 

AVing Bni Tama Tail 

(from skull) 

182-205 29-34 32-35 - 186-205 mm. 

9 9 179-203 30-34 31-35 171-189 mm. 

[S^, H\V, SDR, BB) 

Wright 10 5 $ 136-190 (av. 167) gm. — BNHS. 

ooLouas OF BARZ pAR'is. ItU crixnsoti. Bill apple green or ycHcnrish green, 
blackish at base and dusky round nostrils- Legs and feet plumbeota; claws homy; 
pads of sole whitish. 

591. hlalay KoeL Eadyrumyi scolopacea matajana Cabanis & Heine 
Eudynan^s mal^ana Cabanis & Heine, 1863 (1862-63). Mus. Hrin., Th. 4 (1): 52 
(Sunda Islands and Sumatni) 

Baker, FBI No. 1476, VoL 4: 174 

toCAL KAUES. Kekil (Bengal) ; Kekil (Assam) ; Kuli (Nowgong dist., Assam). 

SIZE, House Crow slimmer and vrith longer tail. Length c, 43 cm. 
(17 in.). 

FIELD CRAJCLACTEss. As for the Indian Koel (590), q.v. See Museum 
Dlagnoris. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Assam, southern NEFA, Naga- 
land, Manipur, hiizo (?), Tripura, East FaJdstan. 

Extralimtal, Burma, Thailand, hfalaysia, Indonesia. 

CENERAi. HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 590. 

BREEDING. Nothing recorded as specifically different from the Indian bird. 

Museum Diagnosis. Slightly larger than the nominate race and with a larger 
bilL Male often xndistinguishahlc from the Indian bird; female much more rufescent 
above and below. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\Vmg ~ Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

9 190-221 32-34 * c. 35-37 I8I-203 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 590. 

592. Andaman Koel. Eudynamys scolopacea dolosa Ripley 

Eiidynerrys scolopacea dolosa Ripley, 1946, Auk 63; 241 (Barren Island, Andamans) 
Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAME. Kocl (Hindi). 

SIZE. House Grow ±; slimmer and with a longer tail. Length c. 43 cm. 
(17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for the Indian Kocl (590), q.v. See Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, D1STRIBUT70N and HABITAT. Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Formerly recorded (Osmaston, 1905, 1906, JBNHS 16: 621; 17: 487) 
only as a common winter viator Scptember-April, as it apparently still is 
to Narcondam and the Nicobars; but present status needs checking. 

Frequents jungle and trees around the settlements. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the Indian bird (590) , q.v, 

BREEDiND. Unrccordcd. 

' Museum Diagnosis. Larger nominate scolopacea, Upperparts of female more 
bladdsh, and conspicuously spotted with rufous-buff. Rufous wash extends over 
all the white parts including rhin, lower abdomen, and under t^-coverts. Wing/tail 
index smaller than in E, s, malayorLO. Sec Key. 

MEASUREMENTS . 

Wing Tafl 

203-235 189-221 mm. 

9 9 201-216 184-197 mm, 

(SDR) 

Bill (from feathers) d $ 27-34 mm- (HA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 590. 

Genus Rhopodytes Cabanis & Heine 
Rhopodytes Cabanis & Heine, 1863 (1862-63), Mus. Hrin., Th. 4(1): 61, Type, by 
subsequent designation, R, dtetrdi = Mtlias diardi Lesson 

B2I deep, compressed, pale green or apple-green in colour; nostril small, round 
or o\‘aI, and oblique. A large naked space round orbit, blue or crimson, separated 
from bill by a narrow band of feathers. No bristly eyelashes as in Ta c co e v a , q.v. 
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The genus ranges almost throughout the Oriental Region; r e presented by two 


species within our linuts. 

Key to the Species 

Page 

Larger; wing c, 152-180 mto.; orbital skin red. R. tristis 231 

Smaller; wing r. 131—142 nun.; orbital ^ttin blue., R, tiridiTOstris 233 

Rhopodytes tristis (Lesson) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Smaller; nape and mantle grey. R, t. salicns 

Larger; nape and mantle paler grey B. L irirlir 


593. Large GreenbRled MaTlc nba. Rhopodytes tristis tristis (Lesson) 
hfeltas trisHs Lesson, 1830, Traited'Om., livr- 2: 132 (Sumatra, error e ~ Bengal) 
Baker, FBI No. 1479, VoL 4: 178 
Plate 52, &g. 4 

local names. Bm hofdl (Bengal) ; Bemvra (Assam) ; SarAu (Lepcha). 

SIZE, Pigeon ^ wdth tail c. 38 cm. long. Overall length c. 51 cm. (23 in.). 

f^ZLD CHARACTERS. A long-tailcd cuckoo with naked crimson orbit^ 
patch and ynllowish green bilL Sexes alike. Long graduated rectriccs with 
broad white tips very conspicuous in flight, cspcdally when tail spread 
before alighting. 

Adult, Afcorr, forehead grey with shiny bristly black shafts to the 
w^Aers. Upperparts daric ashy grey with deep green gloss. Tail grecn- 
glos^ black; long, brdad, steeply graduated, the rectriccs cross-raj'cd 
and broadly tipped with white. Below, tdiin, throat and sides of 
yellowish ashy grey, darkening to blackish on louver abdomen and 
vent. Feathers of <diin, throat, and breast v,ith black bristly shafts. 

Young (immature) undescribed. 

Fledgeling (1 taken in central N^al, June 1). Ckiloration similar 
to that of adult binds; the tail proportionately very small (Biswas, i960). 

status, distribution and habitat. The outer Him^ayas from the terai, 
^ahar and duars up to c. 700 in. altitude (commonly) and to c. 1800 jn., 
from Garhwal eastward through Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan 
to NEFA where it intergrades with saliens (594) in the Mishnu Hills. 

Assam (I^akhimpur, Sibsagar, Hill dists.), Nagaland, Manipur, 

Tripura, W, Bengal (duars and Sunderbans) and E. Pakistan (Dacca and 
Chittagong dists.), Soudi through Chota Nagpur (IManbhum and Hazari- 
^igh dists.) and eastern Madhya Pradesh (Bastar disL) to r, 18®50'N. 
Affects dense thickets and shrubbery in ev e r g re en jungle. 

general habits. Rather sluggish, skulking, and rilent. Keeps to the 
s^usion of impenetrable thickets, creeping its way through the dense cover 
vdth remarkable celerity, and is sridom seen except in short flight from one 
t hicke t to another. Usually works low down in. the bushy tangles, somedmes 
mounting into thickly foliaged saplings and forest trees, diving into^^e 
Undergrowth on alarm. When shooting down a hillride thus, looks v*ery like 
tree pie in the distance. Hops its way up graccfliUy, almost gliding firom 


branch to branch with occasional flicks of the long tail. Flight weak, laboured 
and ill sustained. 

FOOD. Large caterpillars and insects, e.g. grasshoppers, maatids, and 
crickets; also lizards, and probably other small a n i m als. 

VOICE and calls. A very peculiar low croaking ko, ko, ko uttered at 
intervals of a few seconds. * A peculiar cat-like chuckle * when flushed in 
dense cover (Davison). 

breeding, a non-parasitic cuckoo. Season, April to August, varying 
somewhat locally, d'fest, very small for size of the bird; a rather flimsy cup 
like a dove’s, of twigs and rootlets lined wnth green leaves; somedmes 
formed by a mere interlacing and twining of the surrounding green leaves 
and tendrils. Placed betivecn c. 3 and 7 m. up, in tallied masses of CTcep^ 
smothering a sapling or bamboo clump, in heavy jungle with no special 
effort at concealment. Eggs, 2 to 4, most commonly 3, chalky white \'ar)4ng 
an shape from elliptical to longish oval. Average size of fifty eggs 33*8 X 25 • 8 
mm, ; incubation by both sexes (Baker). Period xindetcrmined. ^ ^ 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the Burmese race saliens (534) chiefly m having 
a larger w?ng. See Key. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Tan 


^Vmg 

Bni 

(from skull) 

Tarsm 

9 9 

165-176 

36-37 

40-43 

375-385 mm. 

164-173 

3840 

40-43 

345-425 mm. 
(SA, BB, SDR) 


Tan moult in the species centripetal (Biswas). 

Wrirfit 1 r? juv. 116; 1 9 juv. 114 gm- (GD). ...... r 

KOir. In 1 SA collected a o’ V in Bastar dtst., ^LP. wteh, a part fr om 
being the smaUcst so far examined (\,V. 157 146 rcspeetsveljr) also represent 

the most southerly point in the distribution within our Inmts. 

C 0 L 0 U« or mom rantx. Adult. Iris brown («rdy em^); orbital sbn 
deep crimson. Bin darl green with red on the base and arm^ nostr^ I^^ 

feet greenisli slaty: daws homy: sole pads white. Fledgeling. brown 

orbital sKn dark brown. Bill: upper mandible slaty horn, Iosstt mandible peamh 
T „ 0 , 7 , o).m,bemi 5 : daws dark homy; sole pads white (BB). 


594. Bnwaese Large GreersMUed Malkolsa. Rhopedf^ triilis sdias 
MajT 

JihrfaJTla triitis rslfrsi Mayr, 1938, Ibis; 306 (C2iapa, Tonkin) 

Kot in Bake r , FBI 


irxou. KAStrs. Unreixirdcd. . 

snx Kgeod ± with tail c. 38 cm. long. Ovendl length c. 51 cm. (23 m.). 
rmim oiaACixM. As for 593, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies and 

and BABtrax. Mhhmi Hilh, NEFA, where it 
intergiades with the nominate race (593). Birds from Nag^d approach 
*5s race, but less dosdy than the virtual intennet^te ofthe hGshmis. 

ExirclbaUd. 'Ehamo and the Upper Chmdwm dist. of Bnr^ SW. 
Yunnan and Tonkin (N. Vietnam], southward to the mountains ofN. Siam, 
N. Laos_and N. Annam JU. Vietnam] — Peters. 
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OENERAt HABns, rooo, voicai and caixs. Kot different from 593. 

BREEOiNo. Not recorded in o-jr limits. 

Mdsedu Diaonosb. See Key. ‘Smaller than triilis. Wing 152-163 (av. 155-4); 
tad 364-394 (av. 377-9), once 347; undeipartj not very much washed wth och- 
T31XOUS; crown, hacl, and nnderparts rather dark; white on forehead and super- 
oliary not extensive! gloss on vnngs and tail rather bluish; white tipa on tail fathers 
narrow; — ’ (Mayr, loc. dt.). 

2 9 9 from the Mishmi KBUs (intermediate) measure ‘ Wing 164-167; culmen 
3^37; ^ 330-372 mm. The wing measurement agrees with Iriilit, but the tail 
with rafiims. The upperparts are darker than in Iristu ’ (SDR). 

coronas or bare parts. As in 593. 

593- Small GreentnUed Malkolia. lUiopodyUs viridirosiris (jerdon) 

Ztavltalmrm virUinilris Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit, Sd. 11: 223 
(bottom of the Coonoor Pass) 

Baker, FBI No. 1478, Vol. 4: 177 
Plate 52, fig. 1 

LOCAt. NAUEs. KappTa^ Popija (Hindi); Wdmand kdki (Tdugu); Kalahd kdhdf 
Puncki mdl kdhd (Sm h ala) ; Ki^il (Tamil); Pdrha ckundoji (Malayalam). 

SEE. House Crow — ; slinuner and with a longer tail. Overall length 
c. 39 cm. (15iin.). 

FiEijj CHAEACTEBS. An untidy looking greenish ashy-grey cuckoo, 
suffused with rulbus on the underparts. Bright green bill, nired blue patrii 
round eye, and long, broad, graduated tail with conspicuous white tips to 
the feathers, are diagnostic pointers. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Undescribed, but see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBU-rroN and habitat. Resident; locally common. Ceylon 
(low-country Wet and Dry zones), and peninsular India roughly north to 
lat. SCN.; northernmost record on the western side Baroda (Gujarat, 
tf.'22®20'N.), on the eastern Cuttack (Orissa, c. 22‘'25'N.). Affects deciduous 
and semi-evergreen scrub-and-bush terrain with euphorbia and lantana 
brakes, and open secondary jungle — plains and broken foothills country 
up to c. 1000 m. alt. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly Or In pairs to low bushes and thorn scrub, 
skulking its way through the thickets and clambering about actively among 
the branches. Seldom if ever descends to the ground, but habits and behav- 
iour otherwise clearly reminiscent of the Crow-Pheasant. Is a poor flier, 
rarely seen on the wing except in short laboured flight from one thicket to 
another; normally preferring to creep away through the tangled shrubbery 
on alarm. 

POOD. Caterpillars and large insects such as grasshoppers and mantises. 
Also lizards and other small animals, and probably berries. 

VOICE and calls. Very silent and seldom heard: a low croak, sounding 
like iroa. 

BREEDiNC. ■ Non-parasitic. Season ill defined; breeds practically all the 
year, perhaps more specially betiveen March and May. }{est, an untidy 
saucer of thorny twigs, rather like a dove’s, placed in a thorn bush or euphor- 
bia brake or bamboo clump a metre or two above the ground. Eggs, almost 
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mv^bly 2 , exceptioaaUy 3, chalky white, roundish. Average nV c 

don in nest buildW and iac^ 

tion, and incubation pen^, undetermined. - “ * 

Mojztnr Diaokosb. Feathers of chin and throat bifurcate a eharaete- . 1 ,^.. - 

t~hr. the tafiircated portion ycBowish, giving a streaked apiia™ " 

a Wo;«te»t of white <m the outer web at the dm ofthelM 

3^S2Tt Sr 

JBNHS 37. 525.) Ceylon birds moreover have a somewhat heavier bat 
uajisusrittjrra 

Wing Em Taerus Tail 

131-143 29-33 32-36 on, 

Q Q 12 Q- 14 n . 202-246 mas. 

/J urn 218-240 nun. 

(from skull)- . . (SA Hwi 

Weight 21 S 9 52-82 (av. 67) gm. — BNHS. ' ’ 

OOUIUM OF BARE EAErs. Iri^ fine outer ring white, inner claret; crinkirf wmt 
oreumorbual .to pale blue. BHl greyish green; mouth brownish black or dS 
Dlack, Legs and feet olive-slate; claws dusl^y* ^ 


Genus Taccocua I^on 

Taeeoeun Lesson, 1830, Traitfi d’Om.. Uvr. 2: 143. Type, hymonotypy, 
Teceow Usehenaultii Lesson 

BiU shorter and deeper than in RhofiodjUs; upper mandible dirtmctly festwm! 
near base. Wings short and rounded. Tail long, broad, and gradusted; upper ni!. 
coverts more than half length of tail. Plumage of head, neck, upper back, ind (roit 
spmoua; shafls of the forehead-feathets projecting. A row of coarse brailcs (He 
eyelashes) nearly suntJondtng the eye except behind. Tarsus stout; claws ilort srd 
curved. 

A single species, peculiar to and widely distributed in-India and Ceylon, 


Taccocua LEScHENAUL-m Lesson 
Rejf to tlse Sabspedes 


Darkest in colour 


Page 
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596. Western SirVeer Cndcoo. Taccocua UscJunaaUa Jtrha {J. E, Gray) 

CentToptu sirkeej. E. Gray, 1831, in Haidwicte's IlL Ind. ZooL 1 (6), pL 28 
(No locality » Cawnpore) 

Taccocua leschenauttii omfynei Koelz, 1 954, Contrib. InsL Regional Etploradon, No. 1 : 
24 (Sasan, Jimagadb, Saurashtia) 

Baler, FBI No. I4S7, Vol. 4: 187 

LOCAL HAVia. Jfor^H tol& (Hindi).. 

SIZE. House Crow ± with longer broader tail; overall length e, 42-44 on. 

(I6f-17i in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. An obvious rcIadoQ of the crow-pheasant and 
malhohas. A heavy-tailed earthy brown and rufous cuckoo with fine glisten- 
ing black shaft-streaks to the head and breast feathers, and a stout bright 
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cherry-red and yellow bill. Broad white tips to the graduated cross-rayed 
blackish tail-feathers conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

Fledgeling. Feathers of back,-scapulai3, and wing-coverts edged with 
pale rufous; feathers of head dully centred blacldsh; of chin, throat, breast, 
flanks and upper abdomen boldly streaked with b)ack (Baker). 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident. West Pakistan (Sind, 

- Punjab) and NW, India — Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal, parts of southern 
Uttar Prad«h, westem Madhya Pradesh, and ? eastern Maharashtra 
(Nagpur area); Rajasthan, Gujarat (including Kutch and Saurashtra) 
south to about Cambay, c. 22*20'N. lat. Precise limits undcfinable 'as the 
populadons intergrade over extensive areas. 

V/sa practically luiknosvn in Sind till the early thirties of the present 
century, but has established itself since, and is steadily expanding its range 
consequent on the opening up of desert areas by the perennial canal system 
of the Sukkur Barrage (N, H. Mcnesse, 1939, ^NHS 41 : 172-3). ^ 

Affects deaduom tangled thorn and grass jungle, particularly in stony, 
broken ravine country, often semi-desert. 

general habits. Ijargcly terrestrial; usually keeps s^gly or m pain, 
stalking along on the ground or threading its way through the tluckcts in 
search of food. Sometimes mounts into shrubs or saplings clambering amongst 
the tsvigs or hopping upward actively from branch to branch in the manner 
of a crow-pheasant. Flight weak and laboured: is loth to take wing unless 
deliberately beaten out of the undergrowth or almost trod in ^ grass. 
Prefers to trust to its legs for escape when dismrbcd, sprinUng swiftly over . 
loose stones and rough ground with head dudti^ and ^ 

ing deftly in and out of tluckets, then looking smgidarly like a mongoose m 

display consists of a ludicrous 

by one bird of a pair (in one case verified as femalej^OTc the o*w. 
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to each other with beaks wide open, each bow commencing ^vith the head 
thrust high into the air. ^ . t. • 

POOD. Caterpillars, locusts, grasshoppers, tcnnlla, ana other msec , 
fallen fruits and berries; lizards. t it t 

VOICE and CALLS. NorinalJy silent Occasionally a * ‘ , ' , 

kcTck-hrek-kmk or kik^kik-kik of the tone quaUty of the Rostnngcd Fa^eci » 
shrieks; in a way reminiscent also of some of the Barred Jung c 

BRF.EDINC. Non-parasitic. Season, chiefly June to Au^t. 
similar to the malkohas*, an imtidy saucer of twigs linM vnth ’ 

roughly wedged into die fork of a ‘ cactus * (£«^hoTfeta) or bran g 


rougmy weagea inio uic lorx oi a , . 

up to about 6 metres from the ground, normally betwra « ^ncc4 
Kot deliberately concealed, but easily overlooked. EsiSi 2, rare V v 
Currie, JBNHS 24: 6(H), chalky white, unmarked. Average siw ot ^ 
36-2 X 27*3 mm. (B^cr). Both sexes incubate. Penod of incubation 

undetermined. ' i. 

Museum DiACNOsa. , See Key. * Upperparts much as in ^t'w'brcart 

parts paler and more rufrscent and also more uniform, the oren 
being more or less concolorous with the belly * (Whistler). 

24o’9 Wing (once 146) 153-168; biU (from skull) 30-34 mm. (H ^ 

coioURS OF BAitE PARTS. Iris brown. BiU magcuta-cnfluon 
yellow at lips of both mandibles and brown along commissure, ro 
Legs and feet slaty; .claws homy brown. 


597. Eastcra Strkeer Cuckoo. Taccocua UschcnauUiiinfuscata Ely* 
Taccocua mfuscota Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asto Soc. » (1); 2“ (SuWniudi7« 

region; type from the tcrai region near Dag 

Taccocua e^is Blyth, 1846, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 15; 

. (Rajtnahal and Afcnghyr Hffij) 

Baker, FBI Non 1488, 1489, Vol 4: 187, 188 


local NAME. JSngK lots (Hindi). , 

SIZE. As 596, House Crow i with longer, broads toil. 

HELD CHARACTERS. As of 596, q.v. Scc °‘*^u;m,Iaysn Icrri 

STATUS, DisTRiBtrnOH and habitat. R^denL The s 

andduats (andlocallyup toe. 2I00in.alL)fromKum Asiain 

Nepal, W. Bengal, Bhutan and westem NEFA; 

E. Pakistan. South through Bihar, Orissa, easl^ Madhya 
dist.), northern Andhra, and Maiarashtra hiliiHci 

Affects dry dedduous sparsely wooded or scrub-and-bush co 
jmd broken stony country. ^ 

oekeral itAEiTs, FOOD, VOICE and CAI^. As in 
BREEDING. Scoson, chicfly April to July but su aggbng . (■ , 

as well, ^csl and eggs as in 596; normal dutdt repotted to be oi a ej. 
Average size r. 35 X 27 inm. 

Mcseuu Diaonosu. The darkest of the three races. 
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Wing Bm 

. (from skull) 
27 ^ 9 148-167 31-35 mm. 

(HNV) 

COLOUM OT BARE PARTS. As XU 596. 


598. Southern Sirtecr Gachoo; Tcccccua Uxchenaultu leschfrumltn Lesson 

Tcteocca LeschensuMi Lesson, 3830, Traite d’Om., Ihrr. 2: 144 (India = Madras) 
Ba =r, FBI No. 1486, VoL 4: 185 
Plate 52, &g. 5 

tocAX. NAUS3. Jdnili tola (Hindi); Adasi cJaluJta, Potu (or Pu/la) rftiidca (Tdugu); 
KdlUk^l (Mala}*alain); Pdtih^^ ettx-bJJada (SInhala). 

snx. As 596, House Crow i with longer, broader tail. 

HELD CHARACTERS. As of 596, q.v. Scc Moscum Diagnosis, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, Ceylon and peninsular 
India (Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra, Maharashtra), north approximately to 
bctv.cen 18® and 20® N. lat. Affects dry dedduous secondary forest and 
scrub-and-bush jungle, stony £tf/>AorKo-covcrcd hillsides, etc. Plains and 
foothills, locally up to c. 1000 m, ^dtude. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 596, q.v. 

. BREEDING. SeosoTi, c. July in Ceylon ; chiefly March to June in peninsular 
India. A'wl and eggs as in 596; normally 2. Average size of 20 eggs 33*9 x 
26*1 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. *^Uppcfparts' brown, washed with dusky Throat 

whitish, forcneck and breast more or less ashy, contrasting with the ferruginous 
colotir of the bdly. The entire head often has a distinctly ashy csst * (Wliistlcr). 

MEAStmElIZNTS 

\Vmg - BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'g 147-162 30-34 38-40 c, 214-230 mm. ' 

(HW. SA) 

COIDURT or BARE P^UCTS. As in 596. 

Genus Phaenigopbaeus Stephens 

PAaflao5^A««r Stephens, 1815, in Shaw’s Gen. Zool, 9 (1): 58 
Type, by subsequent deagnation, Cuaihss {yrrkocephdm Pennant 
Ct Ilhisdcr, H., 1936, JBNHS 39; 7 

BUI stout, wide at base, compressed anteriorly; culmcn cur\'cd throughout; upper 
man dible very high; nmtrU a narrow horizontal slit close to commissure artr! parallel 
with it. Sides of head naked and papillose, the bare skin extending across forehead 
^ round base of upper mandible. No eyelashes. IVmg rounded. TaU long, broad- 
and graduated. Feathen of crown and throat with stiff bristly shafts as in RkopcdjUs* 
Sexes alike, differing only in colour of iris. 

Only a single spedes. 
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599. RedBacedMalkoba. PhuiOMophcetts pjnhocephn^ (Pcniiant) 

Caaihs pynhoaphdu: Pennant, 1769, Ind. ZooL: 6, pL 6 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1484, Vol. 4: 182 
Plate 52, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Mdl kokS^ MSl kendoia (Sinliala). 

SEE. Crow-Pheasant somewhat slimmer, wdlh a proportionately 
longer, graduated t^. Overall length c. 46 cm. (18 in.). 

FIELD CHAI^CTERS. A long and broad graduatcd-tailcd cuckoo rimilar 
to the grccnbillcd malkohas, avith a bare caimson-red fare. 



X e. 1 

Adult. Above, black, glossed avith metallic green and blue, the crown, 
nape, and neck flecked asith avhitc. Tail-feathers more bronze-green, avith 
avHtc terminal bands. Below, throat and breast black; rest of undciparts 
white. Its most diagnostic features arc the bare red &cc and heavy apple- 
green bill. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Bare patch on face brick-red and confined only to 
round the eye; crown streaked avith dull grey. Tail-feathers shorter and less 
broadly tipped avith avhitc. Below, the black: feathers on chin and throat 
streaked avith -avliitc. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident in Ceylon and soudi 
Kerala; rare and local. Was long r^arded as peculiar to the Island, and 
reports of its occurrence (and breeding) in south Travancorc by J. Stewart 
(tn Baker, .1932-4) were discredited. Hoavcver, since then the species has 
been reliably observed at the foot of High Waary Mountains in the adjo ining 
Tamil Nadu district of Madurai (C. H. Biddulph, 1956, JBNHS 53: 697—8) 
therefore prerious doubts probably unjustified. Must undoubtedly be one of 
the rarest Indian birds. Affects heavy forest, chiefly evergreen, but scattered 
bionics also found in the Dr)' zone in Ceylon, low country and hills up to 
c, 1790 tn. Avoids cultivation. Its existence on the Island is seriously 
threatened by the relentless encroachment upon its native forest habitat for 
culdvation. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to Bhopodjles (593, 595) qq.v. Keeps singly, or 
in pairs or small parties to the foliage canopy of trees and shrubs in heavy 
forest, tbrcacUng its way deftly through the tangles of leaves and draping 
tvrinets and disappearing on alarm. Flight feeble and laboured, usually no 
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more jh^ a hop from one thicket to another. *'In flight the wings produce 

amusical hum' (Henry). 

tood. Recorded as mainly berries of forest trees. 

VOICE and calls. Usually very silent. Sometimes utters ‘ short, single 
) 'wnistics, a note like koh, imitated by a sucking action of the tongue: 
and a low, petulant-sounding Jtra ’ (Hcnr>*). 

in Ceylon January, April, and May; &om mature 
specun;^ evidently also breeds in August-Scptcml^ (or condnu- 
TTisil J ** ^^^^-^pril and May (Stewart in Baker). A'crt, typical of the 
» ° . ’ ^shallow saucer of roughly put-together twigs, grass and roots, 

^ in forest with dense undergrowth. Eggs, 2 or 3, chalky 

S5.ft ft practically equal at bodi ends. Average size of 12 eggs 

• * , . nun. (Baker). Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and 
mrabation period, unrecorded. 

Mmzuu Ducnosis. As for the gams, q.v. jl^to- 

imASURZMENTs 

Bill Tarsus TaU 


(?6' 

99 


148-156 

153-159 


(from skull) 
34-38 
34-38 


r. 30-40 249-286 mm. 

c. 35-36 265-274 mm. 

(HW, SDR) 

®are PARTS. Iris browTi, $ white. Bill light green or apple-gre en , 
*t e and about the nostrils. Legs and feet bluish or bluish gree n . 


Genus Centropus Hligcr 

(^•*ropvs Hbga-, 1811, Prodronrus: 205. Tj'pe, by subsequent dcsignatiou, 

^ Cuaihts aeg^fptms Gmelin 

us inguished from aH othos of the famil y Cuculidae in having on the 
^ nearly straight hindclaw very much like a lark’s (whence sometimes 
naied ^ “^kheded Cuckoos) ; other claws also little curved. Tarsus strong and 
^ <«ga than normal in the lamfly. BUI deep, moderately large, with 



Foot ofC r. sinaisis (GOO), X <. I 

' Nostrils partly cm-ered by a membrane. A row of bristles like 

nig short and rounded with the primaries scarcely cccecding 
anA ^ length. Tan long, broad, and graduated. Feathers of head, neck, 

^ breast stiff and hrisUy. Sexes alike. 
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Represented in the Ethiopian, Oriental, and Australasian xegicos; by four species 
within our limits. 


Key to the Species 


A Under vring-coverts chestnut C. toalott 

B Under wing-coverts never chestnut* 1 

1 Variously barred abo%*e and below a 

Unbarred above and below' .' b 

a Tail ofiy gree n C. sinatszr (juv.) 

Tail brown C. cjidamcneTuis (juv.) 

b Bni green or yrilow C. ekJcrvrfyrukss (ad.) 

Bm black I 


1 Head and body black, passed with purple-blue C.srmtJtr (ad.) 

Head and body brown and buff. C. eTzdamenensis (ad.) 


Page 

246 


240 

244 

245 

240 

244 


Gentropl*s sinensis (Stephens) 

Key to the Sohspeeies 

A Interscapulan drstnut 1 

Interscapulais black C. s. perrvix 243 

1 Laigg; Mal^ wing ova 200; female, ova 219 mm C. r. saeruis 240 

Smaner:hlale,wingimda200;fenial^unda219mzn. C.s.inlenwihu 242 


600. Gonzmon Crow-Pheasant or CoucaL Crntropms shwnsis riwRfir 
(Stephens) 

Polopidba sinams Stephens, 1815, is Shaw’s Gen. ZooL 9 (1): 51 (‘ Said to inhabit 
China *»= NingPo, China, by desigoation of Strese m a n n, 1913, Nov. ZooL 20; 321) 
Baker, FBI No. 1490, VoL 4: 189 
Plate 52, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMZ3. Mohoka (Hindi); Kiska (Bengal); KCkco snr&x (Assam), 

2?d3cH kttkuka (Assam, Nowgong dist.); Heoio (Gulf of Kutdi). 

SIZE. Jimglc Crow i with long broad graduated taiL Overall length 
c. 48 cm, (19 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dumsy glossy black bird with consincuom chestnut 
wings, and long, broad, graduated black Sexes alike; female slightly 
larger. 

Young immature). Variable; some similar to adult, others as follows: 
Above, barred dark brown and rufous with pale, ^stening shafts to the 
feathers; rump barred blackish brown and pale fiilvous; tail black, glossed 


» Ita xamt be medwith cantson risee »csme exx r g p lo, es p eciiH y cf C J. parr v d, da ihow 
si variable aznoont of cbatnnt xstomixsd vritb the bbeV 
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with green and barred wth dull grey or greyish fulvous. Below, from cMn 
to imder tail-coverts dark brown narro\vly barred with dull white. Iris grey, 
glaucous blue-grey or dull bro^vn. 

Juvenile plumage in ^ species apparently of racial significance since 
the young of C, s. jihmrfr and C. s. inlermedius arc barred (as above) while 
those ofC. j. pdnoii are not (Humaynn Abdulali, 1956, JBNHS 54: 183-5), 

STATUS, DKTRiBimoN and HABITAT. 'Resident. AVest Pakistan (Sind, 
Punjab) and northern India from Kashmir cast^vard through the Himalayas 
(teim, duns and foothills, locally up to c. 2100 m. alt.) and the Gangede 
Pl^ to Assam north of Brahmaputra river. Also the duars of Bengal 
and Sikkim, and foot hill s of Bhutan. Affects deciduous scrub jxmgle and tall 
grassland, and shrubbery in and about culdvadon and habitadons, freely 
entering groves, orchards and urban gardens. Flooded tamarisk jungle on 
riverbanks, irrigated sugarcane fields, and bamboo jungle are also favourite 
haunts. 

Exiralimital. Southern China, in provinces of K^vangsi, Chekiang, and 
Fukien. ^ 

CEHERAL HABITS. Scdcntary, parochial, and largely terrestrial. Keeps 
singly or in pairs, skulking its wray through lo^v undergrowth or stalking 
along the ground like a pheasant, tail held horizontally, opened and shut 
firom time to time, occasionally cocked and thro\ra forward right over the 
back. Works thus in and out of tlie thickets methodically searching for food. 
Sometimes suddenly flicks open uings bringing them fonvard almost to the 
Bead — obviously a manoeuvre to stampede lurking prey. Often springs up 
a foot or more in the air to seize a grasshopper or lizard from an overhanging 
weed^tem or tsvig. Walks and runs strongly but is a poor flier, reluctant to 
leave cover unless pressed, then making a ^ort clumsy flight to the nearest 
thicket. Clambers svith * hand over hand ’ action along inclined brandies, 
or ascends into the foliage canopy of trees, hopping with agility from branch 
■to branch and hunting systematically. Volplanes doivn into undergrowth 
on alarm. 

Pre-copulatory sexual play consists of male strutting grotesquely and 
chasing female on the ground, and in and out through shrubbery, the latter 
pretending to flee ^v^tf^ tail depressed, \Wngs drooped and occasionally 
vibrated to the accompaniment of a frequent harsh cheteaw or ske--e-eear^w. 
Sometimes the chase and its culmination take place up in the branches of trees. 

FOOD. Predominantly animal. Items commonly recorded arc baby mice, 
bats (occasional), gtck.Q%^{Hemtdactylus spp.), skinks (J^iabma spp.), * blood- 
sucker * lizards {CedoUs spp.}, snakes (Diyophis n^cierizans), stranded fish, 
fit)gs, crustaceans, molluscs, insects, spiders. Highly destructive to eggs and 
nestlings, cspcdally of ground- and bush-nesting birds (also to small birds 
caught in low mist nets!). Among insect items the following identified at 
Pusa Agricultural Research Institute, Bihar: cutworms (vfgrj/fr spp. larvae), 
Bfeuhjliypa ackalbrns, Opa\nm depressum, Aslycus laUralis, besides various bugs 
(Hcmiptcra), ants (Cemponotus and Oecophylla), grasshoppers and locusts. 
Occasionally some vegetable matter (grass, leaves, etc.) also found in 
stomachs (Mason &, Lefitiy, 1912). 

VOICE and CAtts. A deep, resonant coop^oop^cop-coop etc. in runs of 
6 or 7 (often up to 20 or 30) quickly repeated at the rate of 2 or 3 coops per 
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second. Usually in duets: as soon as one bird begins calUng another w'tVi, 
earshot (its mate?) almost invariably joins in. Single calls or short ^ 
remimscent of langur monkey’s a>Aoo/i in dbtancc. Calling most penistm 
during the breedmg scashn, often commencing at early daira and somcin.- 
kept up at mght. An occasional quick repeated kfi/-JW;/-Au/-Jli/,oraboutiu!f 
minute’s duration sounding Uke the oil engine of a village flour miU has b<m 
heard, the significance of or provocation for which is not known Dun"? 
courtship (also when annoyed) utters a medley of hanh,' weird croaUMd 
chuckles. , 

BREEDING. A non-parasitlc cuckoo. Siason, chiefly June to Septemher 
AV/. a large untidy globular structure like a Rugby football, f. 45 x 35 cm 
of twigs and leaves, or mainly leaves of elephant grass or bamboo, with s’ 
lateral entrance; sometimes a deep cup withthedomeformedbyintertwminr 
the surrounding living foliage and creeper stems. Placed within a thick bmh 
or bamboo dump or among the branches of a thorny tree, at moderaie 
heights, usually well concealed amongst tangled vines. Eggs, 3 or 4 (escep- 
tionally 5 and even 6 recorded), broad ellipses, chalky white, becoming 
yellow-stained as incubation proceeds. Average size of 50 eggs 35-9 x 2B 0 
mni. (Baker). Nest-building and Incubation by both sexes; incubation 
period and other details of breeding biology unknown. 


Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage 
Key. 

MRASUREMENTS 

sec Baker, loc. cit,; for s\jbspeda, 

\Vmg 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

<J'9' 205-232 

(one 195, one 
239, one 242) 

5 c? 9 from Nepal 

33-37 

(from skull) / 

' 58-66 

220-262 nan. 

(Baker) 

193-210 

33-41 

— 

222-254 mm. 

■ (BB) 


5 cJi 9 from Smdh (m British Museum) Wing 225-239 ram, (Ticehunt). 
Weight lo? 362 Em.(SA). ^ 


There is considerable individual variation in sire, but in most eases females arc 
larger than males. The significance of this disparity needs to be studied. 

COLOURS OP BARB PARTS. Iris bright crimson. Bill, legs and feet black. 
MISCELLANEOUS. Flesh of the coucal is relished as an epicurean dclicac)* 
in many parts of the country, and widely believed to be a panacea for 
consumption, asthma and other pulmonary ailments. 

601 , East Pakistan CSrow-Pbeasant. Cenlropus sinensis iniemedhis (Hume) 
Ceniiotoc^x inUmtUvs A. O. H. (=« Hume), 1873, Stray Feathers 1: 454, In text 
♦ (Dhoon, Dacca, and Thayetmyo) 

Baker, FBI Ncj. 1491, Vol. 4: 192 

LOCAL NAMES. Doo dt dot (CacharJ; Kski (Bengal, E. Paldstan); KSkH 
Assam); Kongkoobi (Manipur). 
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SIZE. Jungle Grow i -with long broad graduated tail. Overall length 
f. 48 cm. (19 in.), 

FiELU CHARACTERS. As of 600, q.v.. See Key to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, Assam south of Brahma- 
putra river, Cachar, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo (?}, Tripura; East Pakistan 
(Sylhet, Tippera, Chittagong Hill Tracts); up to c, 1200 m. altitude. 
Affects scrub-and-bush jungle and tall grassland. 

Extraiimital. Burma north to the Chin HiUs, and S, Yunnan south to 
peninsular Thailand and the Indochinese countries; Hainan I. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Not Significantly different 
from 600, q.v. 

BREEDING. Seosofi, principally mid June to end August. P>est, as of 600, 
globular, of tivigs and grass. Eggs, 3 or 4, chalky svhite, elliptical. Average 
size of 50 eggs 35*7 X 28*6 mm. (Baker). Fledgelings said to leave nest 
when about a month old. 

Muszuw Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (600) only in being smaller. 

MEASUREMENTS 

■Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

o’ 9 183-204 30-34 ^ r. 56-60 215-265 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS^OF BARE PARTS. As in 600. 


602. Sonthern Crow-Pheasant. Centropus sinensis panoti Stresemann 

Centropuj sinensis pamlt Stresemann, 1913, Nov, Zook 20: 323 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1492, VoL 4; 192 

local names. Mdhoka (Hindi) ; loh, Ckemara kaki (Tclugu); Kalli Adhi, 

Cftrm^ejbun (Tamil) ; Alti AuUufa, Bu kukhdd (Sinlmla) ; Uppan, Chembath (Mala)-al3m): 
JCumihar kdola (Marathi); Hokko, Ch^aro (Gujarati); Hooka (Gulf of Kutch). 

SIZE. Jungle Crow ± w-ith long broad graduated tad. Overall length 

£. 48 an. (19 in.). , o j 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 600, q.v. Scc Kcy to the Subspecies ana 


Museum Diagnosis. « . ; t .l .wP.l. 

status, DtsTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident. Peninsular India south ofthc 
range of C. f. sinttms {south of the' Gangetic Plain) from N. Gu^rat, Kutch, 
and Saurashtra cast through Madh)-a Pradeh, Andhra and Orissa, south 
through Maharashtra, M>torc, Tamil Nadu and I^a. Plaim and hi^ 
locallv to r. 2220 m. altitude. Ceylon (all zones). Affects hght forat, 
and-bush jungle, grassland, plantations, cultivation and the neighbourhood 

and Eoon. As in 600, q.v. In ad^tion, «corfed « 
on imits of Yellow Oleander, ThcotUa rmifilta (Sanjeeva Raj, JBNHS 

in peninsular India practicaUy all year, chiefly 
bbee^o. St Jh February to April and August- 

■” 


244 ‘ CUCULIPORMES 

Ceylon the normal clutch is of 2 or 3 eggs only. Average siieofSOcggi 

atd^ ^Sis.^^^The scold-note used when the bird mobs a liirUng 
snake or owl etc.; is an e-vplosive Ewisss; and in 
is produced — djooiti — Uke a stone dropped into deep »ater, g 
cork drawn from an empty bottle ’ (Henry). -..-rt-joulM Ustk 

Museus. B^cuom. Differs from GOO and 

instead of chestnut , (but see Wteder, 1934, JBNHS J -r bsck. and 
forecrown paler and brownish irith hide or no . ,w,;„;,trIwo.Theie 

underparts more bine or blue-green than rich purplc-blue as m the other two. 
characters however show coniiderafjJe wdhsiual vanalioo. 

measurements ' _ yaJJ 

Wing Bifl Tanas 

(rromsknll) 

(Pi? IId-195 .Oje 4B-S3 223-310 mm. 

9 9 178-210 38-45 

Weight ) <? 230gm. («'“'!■)• 

oocouas or oarc folk-belief common to such far-flung 

^CEELANEOUS. Kauata (possibly more general) 

parts of the coun^ as particularly valuable (and 

that the crowyh^ant 5 Kanara as jdnjfrdad kdddi (’ lifc-giving 

magi^l) ^'?^'ln®^pnrated from the rest of the material bytliromng 
fttto Xeupo^n the former srill flow egeies, the current. 

603 As,6.^Ceoys.rben.,nMopos{s^) aatoanmm Beavm 

PB, No. 1494, Vol. 4: 194 
PUie 52, fig. 10 

c. 48 cm. (19 !n^ Grow-Pheas.mt (600) with chatnut 

Sexa’nliie- See Museum of barring on head, neck, and upper 

Voung vent with pale brown and p.slc dmVy oclue. 

hack.R'to.l’^'^’™'^ , xldsmsm (North, Middle, and 

Soutli), Great and ^>“'5 pot known. Aflecl. ouokirU 

ptasw !»«>*“• i“»i- Vis’S"? 

jperifically different. 
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ERMDKO. Seium, mainly mid May to end July, but as in other races 
not v,-dl defined. Nest and site as in Indian birds. Eggs, 2 or 3 — occasionally 

4 also similar. Average size of 30 eggs 34-7 X 28-0 nun. (Baicr). 

' Mcotu Diacsosn. VSTioIe head and body greyish bnrw-n, darker and brmvner 
on lower tr'rV rump, saait and under tailKjrveits. Tail darker brown towards dp, 
and conspicuoinly black.5hafted. Scapulars, inteiscapulars, and wangs rich deep 
chestnut-bay (of variable intensity), the dps of the quills more dusky brown. 

\Yiog BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

^9 173^195 29-35 52-56 235-242 mm. 

(Baker) 


(from skuH) 

9 o' 5 180-198 30-40 — 

coLOL*RS 07 BARE PARTS. As m 600 and other races. 


228-261 mm. 
(HA) 


MZA5C3tEUE?m 

^Ving 

Bill 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(f (Ji , 160-172-1 
9 9 174-182/ 

(from feathers) 

33-44 

45-47 

215-240 mm. 

1 o’ 179 

(from ekuH} 

48-5 

48 

(Baker) 

225 mm. 

1 9 160 

43 

45 

223 mm. 

cx>lodrs of bare 

.(ins') 

PAJm, Iris deep red to crimson. Bill apple-green, blackish 

1 base and about nostrils. Legs and feet black; 

; clawa dusk)*. 



605. Xjesser Concal* CaUropus toulou baigalmsis {Gmclin) 


Ceylon Concal. Caitropm chlororhyncBis Blyth 
CtfiTopts chloTotl^sha Blyth, 1849, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 18 (2); 805 (Ceylon) 
Baker. FBI No. 1493, Vol. 4: 193 
Plate 52. fig. 9 

local KAiSEs. Bdttd eid’hikhdat Tl'dZ cf (Smha.(a) ; Gficm/tckam (Tamil). 

4ST7r. House Grow ± v,ith long 6road graduated tad. O^’crad length 
r. 43 cm. (17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. like Gomfnon CJoucal (600), q.v., but smaller; 
readily distinguished by pale apple-green {u. black) bill. Sexes alike. 

Young (immalurc) has no distinct plumage (4Vait, 1931). 

STATUS, DETRiBUTtoN and HABITAT. Spcdcs peculiar to Cc>'lon. ‘ Resi- 
dent in moderate numbers, in and confined to the dense scrub jungles and 
cane brakes of the Wet zone and neighbouring intermediate tracts, to 2500 
ft, [c. 750 m.j on the S\V. slopes of the hills ’ (Phillips, 1953). Affects high 
humid forest wth dense undergrowth of d^s’a^f bamboo and other luxuriant 
herbage, 

CEXERAL HABTTS and FOOD. Similar to Crow-Pheasant (600), q.v., but 
very shy and cltms'c and oftencr heard than seen. Its existence now en- 
danger^ by the rapid destruction of its specialized habitats for agriculture. 

VOICE and calls. Similar in' character to Common Crow-Pheasant’s 
but apparently quite distinctive and unmistakable .vith it: ‘ usually only 
two- or thrcc-s)’llablcd, deeper, and with a sonorous, mournful quality — 
hooo-pooPf hecopo^ppoep — ^the poop being lower-pitched than the kooo* 
(Henrj'). 

BREEDING. Seoson^ January to July. Xtst, globular or domed, of tu*igs, 
roots and grass, lined with grecn leaves and supple green t^dgs. Placed in a 
thorny hush'r. IJ to 2 m. frorn. the ground,- inside deep e\*crgrcen forest. 
EggSf 2 or 3, chalky white, typical of the crow-pheasants. Average size of 
9 eggs 34*7 x 27-0 mm. (Baker). 

Mcsecu Diagnosis. Head, body, and tail black, glossed purple, passing on 
the neck, upper back, and breast into coppery bronze. Wing-coverts, scapulars, and 
intcrscapulars deep chestnut-bay; tips of quills dusky; ^ving-lining blacldsh. 


Cacvlas bengeUnsis Gmclin, 1788, Nat,, 1 (1): 412 (Bengal) 

Cf. \Vlmtler, H- & Kinncar, N. B., 1935, JBNHS 37 : 528 
Baker, FBI No. 1495, VoL 4: 194 
Plate 52, fig. 6 

LOCAL KAMES. ChhSt:>-k£k3 (Bengal); Olu kUkuhS (Assam); Ajong (Lcpcha); 

(Bhuiea); Van vjpan (Mala^nlam). 

SEE. House Gow — ; with a long broad graduated tail, (Overall length 
^ c. 33 cm- (13 in.), 9 e, 37 cm. (14J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar to the Gmmon Gow-Pheasant (600), 
glistening blue-black Mth chestnut wings, but conspicuously smaller and 
with the tail-feathers tipped wWtish. Sexes alike; female larger. 

Young immature) in one stage, dark brown above, mottled and barred 
with rufous on ^vings and tail. Below, nifcsccnt white loth dusky bars. On a 
casual sighting ^uung bird could be confused soth Sirkcer Cuckoo, but 
absence of latter’s cherry-red bill alwnys diagnostic. 

STATUS, DBTRjBunoK and HABITAT. The submontane tracts of the 
Himalayas- — toai, bhabar, duns, and duazs — and locally up to c. 1500 
metres, from about D^ira Dun eastward through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan 
to Assam north and south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo 
(?) ; East Pakistan. Widely but locally distributed in the Peninsula from the 
G^getic Plain (Uttar Ptadesh, Bihar, West Bengal) southward through 
Mysore, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. (iJonfined to a spedalized habitat — 
stretches of tail grassland and dense scrub jungle bordering forest, and recd- 
beds and ' seas ’ of elephant grass on the edge of swamps and Jhecls and in 
flood plains ; thus absent Sum large tracts of country. In some are^ has been 
presumed to be migratory, but not proven. O ccu rr e nce in Cc^don doubtful. 

Extraiimial. Burma, S. Yunnan, south to Tenasscrim, Thailand, and 
the Indochinese countries; Hainan I. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. Not Significantly different from the Common 
Gow-Pheasant (6(X)), q.v. Flight w’cak, laboured, and Ul-sustmncd — 
several rapid wing-beats foIIo^^•ed by a glide. ' Feeds almost exclusively on 
grasshoppers ' (Gammie,* SikHm), 
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VOICE and calls. A double scries of notes^ whoat, ichoot, wheot, whoot 
followed by a pause of 4 or 5 seconds, then kmook, hrrook, kurook, ktcrook', the 
xckoals decidedly ventriloqulstic. Therefore, * "VMicn searching for the caller 
one must take no notice of the ivhoot but wait for the kt:rook ’ (J. A. Gammic, 
1^7, SF 5 : 385). Apparently both sexes call from bush-tops. The neck and 
body arc drasvn together, the body-fcathers slightly fluffed out r^ing or 
ardiing the back, and the tail is depressed. At every whoot the body throbs 
Violently as if in agony; but the bill remains closed and hardly any move- 
ment of the throat is perceptible. After the wkools the bird seems greatly 
^cved; it stretches itself out, the feathers arc sleeked, and it utters the 
kuTook notes \\ith open bill and throbbing throat, with no suggestion of 
ventriloquism ((Jaminie). 

Bering. Season, May to September, chiefly after onset of rains in 
June. AVrf, similar to that of Gmmon Coucal but smaller; a domed, o\'al 
structure like a Rugby football in shape, c. 25 X 20 cm. with a lateral 
ratrancc-hole; of firigs, grasses, and leaves with the Using grass blades of 
the substrate often svorked into the dome; occasionally lined \rith green 
^vcs. Usimlly placed less than 14 metres or so above the ground in a dense 
“ grassland, or among tussocks of grass or reeds. Eggs, 3 or 4, 
cpalk>* white, smaller replicas of those of the Common GoucaL Average 
28*2 X 23*8 mm. (Baker). Both sexes take part in nest- 
uildmg, incubation, and tending the young. Incubation period and other 
details imImowiL 

Museum Diagnosis. See Kc^-. Tail black glossed with green, tipped narrowly 
rufous and faintly cross-rayed. Scapulars, interscapulars ?nd wings 
estnut, the ttps of the quills, and the tertiaries, darker and browner, highlighting 
the paler chestnut shafts by contrast. 

For details of ju\*enne plumage and description of nestling sec Baker, loc, dt. 
UEASUREUENTS 

BiU Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 137-174 22-26 36-37 156-211 mm. 


Spedmens recently collected in Nepal give: 

(from skull) 


5 (J'd' 137-148 
S 9 9 161-169 


25-27 
(4 msd.) 
28-31 
(4 msd.) 


(Baker) 


163-181 -}- mm. 
(3 msd.) 
180-200 ram. 
(2 msd.) 

(BB) 


matcrul is needed from S\V. India to s*cxify that the race there is in fact 
as presumed. 5 unscsed and I 9 from *Travancorc* in ^e British 
tneua, collection, and I 9 recently collected there, Tneasure: 

(from skull) 

168-173 27-30 43 (1) 205-209 mm. 

(3 imd.) 

(H4V0 

COLOURS Or BARE PARTS. Iris dicBon. Bin black. Legs and feet slaty black to 
“Zck. 


Order Striciformes 

For morphological details sec S tr es rm a nn , E., 1927-34, Ansi 824-6; \Mtberby 
rt of., 1938, 2: 308-9; Baker, 1927, FBI 4: 283. For a general account see Voous, 
K. H., 1964, artidc * Owl ’ in Thomson, A L. (ed.), Kea Diet. Birds, London and 
New York. 

Family Strioidae 

Obaracters as in the Order. 


Key to the Genera 

Middle claw pectinate on inner side 1 

hCddle daw not pectinate J 2 

Ruff around eyes meets at fordjcad Eyto 

Ruff arotind e>’e5 separated at fordiead Pksddss 

Ear-tufts present - * 

Ear-tufls absent b 

a "Wing exceeding 350 mm. Eaho 

Wing 280 to 330 mm. ^ 

Wing under 250 mm 

b "Wing 245 mm. and .-.-I 

^Ving 240 mm. and below*. H 

I Plumage almost entirdy white or while barred with sepia . . . .Ejetra 

Plxnnage not as 

n Plumage unHorm abo\T - 

Plumage barred above -GlcaruBan 

Plumage spotted above 5 

a' Facial dw wide and dfrtmct. .Aegclsst 

Facial dki- narrow, indistinct; car-coverts browTi - .Atkese 


PAge 


249 

233 


271 

312 

255 


284 
303 
292 
2S4 _ 

316 

257 


Bam Owl (606) 

Bay Owl (609) 

Spotted Scops Owl (611, 612) 

Andaman Scops Ovd (613) 
Striated Scops Owl (614) 

Eastern S c ops Owl (615) 
North Tndi.in Scops (616) 


Ceylon Scops (618) • 
Conared Scops (619-^3) 

Burmese Scops (624) 
Homed or Eagle O^ (627) 


Key to Owl O aHft 

piscordant shrieks, chuckles, mores and 
hisses. 

Loud 3*noted whistle like man calling dog. 

Metallic double cowbdl-Iikc whistle fcrtk 
.. tint. 

A rapidly jerked-out k»t! kootKoonool 

Short, monotonous bco-hco resembling 
stock dove’s caDL 

t-iV*- tinkling of small trass bdL 

hlonotonoia S-noted song kimk^toek or 
n€kJ:.tk-^t£S or arvk-dssg-^xg son^wbat 
resembling b arb e t ’s caS. 

Tik, tsk fcrsfc . . . tik, fsk tsrok. 

Ictefrogative trai? repeated every 3 
seconds or so. 

hCeHow eagle hoot every 15-20 seconds. 

Deep hollow or solemn is’-goca <x 

i>ckoei. 



242 


Forat Eagle-Owl (628) 

Oylon Eagle-Owl (629) 

Dmly Homed Owl (630) 

Brown Fish Owl (631) 

Ta\vny Fish Owl (633) 

Collared Pygmy Owlet (635) 

Barred Jungle Owlet (636, 637) 

ChesUmtbacked Barred Owlet (638) 
Barred Owlet (639-641) 


barn owls s 
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Low deep moaning hoot. 

Very deejj mumble or humao-souadiog 
snore. 

Deep resonant JVOf uv, Hie 

pingpong ball bouncing to silence. 

Deep, hollow-sounding hooTn-^-boom. ^ 
Deep wkoo-hoo^ and curious mewing. ' 
4-noted bcU-lile whistle toot . . tootoot . • 
tool. ' 

-Aao, kao^ koo-ki^^ kSo-kok^ kSQ~kii}:^ etc. 

like distant crow of Red JunglecncV, 
Far-carrying kraw^ krauts kraw^ etc. 

A continuous bubbling musical whistle 
waivowowowowawawa or womoiotoi ... 
keek^ like a variant of 636. 

Soft, musical co . . uk^oo . . . fit, oo , , iSt. 
Shrill, plaintive piu repeated every lew 
seconds. 

Harsh screechy ehininr’ChiTWTT-chifWfty and 
variants. 

Clear long-drawn hint at intervals, and 
variants- 

Loud quavering ceric chuhua-aa (breeding) 
and meWow metallic single hoot (non- 
breeding), 

Afcllow, musical, hollow-sounding tok , , . 

tu-hoo {tok in undertone). 

Sonorous hoot AuAu-Aeo5. 

IwOud hoo , , . hoo . . . hoo'ho-^ho-hooo. 

Subfamily Tvtoninae: Bam 0\y1s 
Genus Tyto Billberg 

2>(o Billberg, 1828, Syn. Faun. Scand. I, pt. 2, tab. A. Tj-pc, by monotypy, 
Sirixflammea auct. = Strix alba Scopoli 

No car-tiifts. Facial disc well developed and large, entirely surrounded by a ruff 
of stiff feathers. Bill straight at base, compressed and comparatively weak. Nostrils 
oval. Legs- long, the upper part of the tarsus covered with feathers which pass into 
bristles on lower tarsus and upper surface of toes, hfiddle toe scarcely longer *h<*n 
inner, with the claw expanded and pectinate on the inner side. Wings very long and 
pointed, exceeding tail in length: 2nd primary (as.) longest, first subcqual. Tail 
moderately long. 

Key to the Species 

Upper surface speckled ; tarsm less than 75 mm T, alba 

Upper surface spotted j tarsus over 75 mm T. capensis 

Tyto alba (Scopoli) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Wing over 270 mm, ; general colour paler T. a. sterUns 

WJng under 270 mm.; general colour deeper. ...T.a. derotpstorffi 


Hawk-Owl (642-645) 

- Hutton’s Owlet (648) 

Spotted Owlet (650-652) 

Hume’s Wootl 0\vl (654) 

Mottled Wood Owl (655-657) 

Broivn Wood Owl (656-660) 

Ceylon Brown 0\vl (660a) 
Himalayan Wood Owl (661, 662) 


250 
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Xc.i 


< J”®', Owl- Tjt, dba sMms Hartrrt 

' ^ N”'-- Z<«'- 98 (Cach.ri 

T„o aUc W.. 1939. P™. Bbl. &«. 4V«hiuUn 521 80 
(bond., Bombay Presidenq) 

Baku-, FBI No. 1636, Vol. 4; 385 
Plate 54, tig. 16 

“Zprofebt’^ (Ma.a>mlam)...17....(BiKae,.. 

SIZE. House Crow - ; length c. 36 cm. (J4 in ) 
mu, CHAUACTEKS. A typical owl widi large round head and a con- 
spicuous ruff of stiff feathers surrounding a 
comically pinched (heart-shaped) white 
monkey-like facial disc. Abovt, golden buff 
and grey, finely stippled with .black and 
white. Much j-cllowish. brown about 
the shoulders and on ssings. Btlow, silky 
white, more or less tinged with huff and 
usually spotted dark brown. Sc.scs alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN' and HABITAT. Re- 
sident. West Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, 
Punjab) and all India from Jammu tast- 

, ward through the Gangetic Plain to Bengai. 

^sam, Nagaland and Manipur, south throughout the Peninsula to 
Kanyakumari; East Pakistan; Ceylon (rare, and restricted (o Jaffna and 
iy,po districts on the NIV, coast). Recorded from Nepal in f. 1879 
(Sc^ly, SF 8; 229) but not met there by recent investigators, nor in 
Stklum or Bhutan. Affects the neighbourhood of cultivation and human 
habitations chiefly in the plains and peninsular hills to r. 1000 m. — ruins of 
andent forts, crumhhng archaeological structures, caves, disused wclb, and 
buildings both deserted and occupied in towns and dty submbs. 

Exlralimilal. Probably northern Burma, svherc the flmits of this form 
and the prevailing javanica not known. The species in numerous races has 
an almost global distribution. 

GENERAL HABITS. Largely crepuscular and nocturnal, less because of 
inability to withstand the glare than to escape tiie persecution invariably 
meted out by crow's and other birds as soon as it shoui itself in daj'time. Is 
capable of fl^ang in broad sunlight without apparent discom/brt and has 
even been observed hunting on a sunny morning, flying purposefully to 
and fro 5 or 4 metres above a grass field, hovering for up to 30 seconds like 
a Blackwinged Kile (R/onur), before pouncing on ground prey. Usually 
spends the day standing upright, dozing with shut eyes, singly or in pairs, 
in a dark hollow in some ruin or andent tree, or under the caves or roof 
of a building, sallying forth at dusk to feed heralded by a harsh prolonged 
screech. The ground under such diurnal roosts is usually strewn srilJi 
cast-up pellets of undigested skulls and bones ofits victims. Often seen fl>ing 
ghost-Uke over the blaze of a city’s illumination after dark, uttering its 
distinctive screech from time to time. 
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TOOD. Small birds like house sparrows, bats, etc. but predominantly 
rats and mice; thus, as a species, highly beneficial to agricultural economy. 

VOICE and calls. A variety of discordant long-d^a^vn shrieks and 
chuckles, and weird snoring and hissing notes; a castanet-like bill-snapping 
when angry. Particularly noisy in the breeding season. 

BBEEDiNG. Stoson^ Undefined, covering pracricaily the entire year, the 
peak periods varying locally. Arrl, none built; occasionally the eggs depo- 
sited on a layer of, or amongst, cast-up pellets and bony debris of victims— in 
holes or niches in ruins, in the space beuveen ceiling and roof of a building 
whether deserted or occupied, in hollows in ancient tree-trunks, and the like. 
The same sites arc used in successive years, and if left undisturbed tend to 
become traditional. jBggr,4to 7, white, finc-textuved and smooth; short, broad 
ellipses, somc^Vhat less rounded than most otlicr owls* eggs. Average size of 
38 eggs 40-7 X 32‘5mm. (Baker). Laid at about 48'hour intervals, incuba- 
tion often commencing with first egg, thus great disparity noticeable among 
young of the same brood. Incubation evidently by female alont; period 
elsewhere recorded as 32-34 days. Both parents tend the young. 

MtKEUSf Diagnosis. For detaik of plumage sec Bciker, loc. cit.; for plumages 
and structure (also bionomics), Witherby, 1938, 2: 343-6 (for nominate race). 


StEASUREMENTS 



^Ving 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o’? 

275-322 

30-32 

(from skull) 

c. 66-77 

119-127 mm. 
(Baker) 

10 d'd' 

262-303 

34-37 

70 (1) 

111-123 mm. 

5 99 

278-315 

35-37 

60-70 

U4-125 mm. 
(HW, SA> 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IHs dccp bfown, bazcl. Or black. Bill fleshy white to 
fleshy homy; cm more flesh coloured. Legs and feel pale fleshy brown; claws 
darker. 


607. Andaman Bam OsvI. Tyte alba dnarpstarji (Hume) 

Strix DthrxpstmSi Anonymous = Hume, 1875, Stray Featheis 3: 390 
(Aberdeen, South Andaman Is.) 

Baker, FBI No. 1637, Vol. 4: 386 


LOCAL HAWES. Nonc recorded. 

' SIZE. House Crow - ; length c. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 606, q.v. See Muscum Diagnosis. - 

stato. distribution and habitat. Evtdmtly a ven' smroe resident tn 
die Andaman Is. (Port Blair; a specimen coUected on &uth Cmque island 
fAbdulali, 1971, TBNHS 68; 403) ; not recorded from the Nicob^ , 

‘ general habits, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As ofthc Indian bird (606) q.v. 

rurlmt. Facial disc very mfeacenf, grey of upperpam repUced by dark bn^, md 
Kto by rich rufous. Some grey sUppling retained on the cps of ^g- and tail- 
’Jnderparts, udUaries and under sving-coverts deep broonuh rufous. 


MEA5VREJJENIT , 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

rf9 250-264 e. 32 - f.6I e. 113 mm. 

(Baler) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Unrecorded. 

608. Grmgs Owl. 7>ito capensis lonpmemhTis (Jwdon) 


Strix lm,;msmSruJerdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 10: 86 (NedgbCTies, Indu) 
Baker, FBI No. 1638, Vol. 4: 387 
Plate 54, fig. 17 


LOCAL NASiE. Su/t ulu soToi (Assam). 

SIZE. House Crow— ; length c. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An unmistakable first cousin of the Bam 
found only in tall grassland habitats. Above, dark brown minutely siwHcd 
with white; below, white srith scattered brown spots. Facial disc 
pinkish rusty white bordered by a dark brown ruff; a prominent 
spot in front of each eye. Tail largely white and buff, cross-barred va 
brown. Tanus very long, ilcndcr, and tightly feathered, as though ciia 
In underpants' or chundar paijamas I In flight the bird looks very white o^ era 
with brownish patches. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident. The submontane tra 
of the Himalayas from at least Dchra Dun eastward through the Icfai and 
duars and Gangctic Plain to Bengal, and Assam (north and south of Brahms- 
putra river), hills and plains. Probably also Manipur and East 
and in appropriate grassland biotopes in the tcrai and duars of Nepal, 
Sikkim, and Bhutan. Recorded from several localities in the PcninsuU.cg. 
Chota Nagpur, Madhya Pradesh (Balaghat, Raipur), and in south 
(up to c. 1800 m. in the hills) from Tamil Nadu (Ncllorc, Nllgirb, 

Mysore (Brahmagiris), and Kerala (Munnar, High Range). Not 
Affects tall grass jungle, open grassland on flood-plains (swamp deer an 
florican country) and in depressions among low rolling m. 

ExtralimiUsI. Burma, North Vicinam (D. Amadon, 1959, JBNH 


344-5). . 

GENERAL HABITS. Crcpuscular and nocturnal. Almost enurciy 
trial; spends the daytime standing bolt upright and 
opening amidst tall grass, flying a short distance when disturbed an 
ping into the cover again. Hunts silently and ghost-Uke at njghb 
hovering like Bam Ow'l to espy prey among the heavy ^ 

singly or in pairs, but as many as six on the wing at tlic same umc ^ 
observed in northern Uttar Pradesh when florican sbooung (A. 


16 SF 4* 253) 

moo. Chiefly field’ mice; in addinon. a5 ihown ^ 
usts, grasshoppers and cicadas; once a bustdrd quMi (Tirr /. 

ds regularly on small ground birds as well as repUlcs. «„v,^wfird 

toiCT^d caiaa. Not rpedfically Feeorded; According to EAker 
eecbes similar to Bam Owl’i. ,,1. OclotKf 

mrEDiNG. Stasart. overall October AW, * 

cember) in N. India and KeraU; once July m Cachar (Ba ) 
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pad or mat of fiattcncd-down grass amidst tall grassland, canopied by the 
arching surrounding growth. EggSy 4 to 6, pure svhite s\ith a smooth matt 
surface, indistinguishable from eggs of Bam Owl. Average size of forty 
39*9 X_32*7 mm. (Baker). Period of incubation, and'sharc of the sexes in 
the domestic chores, unknown. 

Muszuu Diagnosis. See Key; for details of plumage Baker, loc. dt. 

Chick (in down) * Fulvoirs-rufbus * (Baker). 

MZASUJlZMEKn 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

^9 305-348 C.36 86-94 114-125 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOUXS 07 BARZ PARTS. Iris hazcl to deep brown. BUI fleshy white to fleshy 
homy; cere pinkish. Legs and feet dark fleshy brovm to almost blackish b^o^vn; 
daws homy brown. 

Genus Phodilus G. St-Hilaire 

Phodilv Geoffrey Saint-Hilaire, 1830, Ann. Sd. Nat. 21: 199. Type, by original 
designation and monotypy, Strix baditx Horsfield 
Facial disc distinct but inojmplete above the e>'es. Bill weak and compressed. 
Ear orifice of fair size but smaller than eye; no operculum. Wings rounded; 4ih 
and 5 th primaries (as.) subequal and longest. TaU short. Tarsus fcatherrf throughout * 
mner toe longer thsa cmddle toe; middle ciaw pccCmafe as rn 7jia. 

Contains a single Oriental spedes of which tw’o races occur within our limits. 

Phodilus badius (Horsfield) 

Key to the Snbspedes Page 

Upperparts chestnut, sparsely speckled; inner webs of primaries chestnut, 

. barred black. S.b. saturalus 233 

Upperparts dark brown, speckled; irmer webs of primaries brown, 

barredblack. ^J*.b. ossxTTdlis 255 

Upperparts chocolate-brown, finely stippled; inner webs of primaries 
vinous, barred dark brown. J^.b,ripl^ 321 

609. SfkVim Bay OwL Pkodilus badius saluratus Robinson 

Phodilus badius saturabis Robinson, 1927, BuU. Brit. Om. CL 47 : 121 (Native Sikkiml 
Baker, FBI No. 1640, Vol. 4: 390 
Plate 54, fig. 15 
LOCAL NAUES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE, Pigeon — ; length c, 29 cm. (UL in.). 

FELD CHARACTERS. A stnall, dainty chestnut-bay owl short car^Uke 
tufts projecting above sides of head. Aboviy chestnut, spotted with black and 
buff. Outer webs of fint two primaries barred white and black. Tail chest- 
nut, barred witlT black. A broad frontal tract (forehead) and fadal disc 
vinous-pink surrounded by a wWte- ruff tipped black and chestnut. The patch 
of chestnut feathen round each eye b a striking feature. BeloWy vinous-pink 
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spotted vsith black and white except on forcneck and down centre of 
abdomen to under tail-coverts. Legs fully feathered. Sexes alike. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident; apparently very rare. 
Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan (?), Assam north and south of Brahmaputra river, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Confined to heavy evergreen forest in the submontane 
tracts and foothills, locally up to c. 1500 metres alt. 

Exlralimital, N. Burma, N. Thailand, N. and S. Vietnam (PctcR). 

GENERAL HABITS. Vcrv’ Httle knowTi as the bird is strictly nocturnal and 
seldom seen. Is greatly incommoded by, and practically helpless in' day- 
light; spends the da^'time lurking in dark holes and hollows in tree-trunks 
etc. . hunts from a perch, but sharpens its gaze by rocking the head 
rhythmically from side to side [like a pendulum] over a small amplitude 
(almost h>*pnotic.to the observer), and it flics for its captures through dense 
stands of young trees beneath the forest canopy. Uniquely short, rounded 
wings facilitate thb rapid flight by vs'hich the bird threads its way easily 
through the maze of vertical stems.’ Perches sidewav'S on stems of saplings, 
its huge feet enabling the v’crtical stalk to be grasped in the manner of a 
tit clinging to an upright tvsig (J. T. Marshall, Jr., 1966, The Kalural Hisloiy 
Bulletin of the Siam Society 21 (3-4) : 238). 

FOOD. On evidence of cast-up pellets, mainly small mammab, birds, 
lizards, frogs, and beetles and otlier large insects. An example picked up 
dead in heavy forest dbclosed the cause to be the wing bone of a bat it had 
swallowed protruding through the stomach! (Hume, SF 11 : 19). 

VOICE and calls. Very imperfectly knov\Ti. According to Baker a single ’■ 
soft hoot ; also much nois^' caterwauling during the breeding season, and a 
hissing when approached at nest. ‘A loud 3-notcd wlusUc reminbeent of 
someone- calling hb dog, the birds answering each other in the forest ’ 
(H. Elliott McClure rn epist., for nominate race). 

An entirely different call, also of the nominate race, described by another 
observer as * kwaidauil-kivanliivil'keh-kek-kek heard most when filing in com- 
plete darknc« * (J. Cairns, 1955, Malayan Xature Journal y Vol. 10). 

BREEDING. Stosony MoTch to May. Xesly an unlincd hollow in a tree- 
trunk or a rotten stump between c. 2 and 5 metres up ; the same site used 
year after year, the hollow becoming littered with cast-up food pellets. 
EggSy 3 or 4, sometimes 5, pure wiiite roundbh ovals with a smooth matt 
surface, tj-pical of the owls. Av'crage size of 30 eggs 34*5 X 30*0 xnm. 
(Baker). Incubation period, share of the sexes in the reproductive chores, 
and other points concerning breeding biology completely unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit.; for subspecies. 


Key. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(?9 214-237 

(from feathers) 

' 30-32 

47-48 

92-97 mm. 



(Baker) 


COLOURS 07 BARE PARTS- Dccp brown Of black. Bill creamy j'cDow. Legs and 
feet clay-brown or ycUo>vbh brown, claws paler. 
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610. Ceylon Bay Owl. Pkodilus badius assimilis Hume 

Phodilus eisimlu Hume, 1877, Stray Feathers 5:‘ 138 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1641, VoL 4: 391 

LOCAL NAMES. Bcssd (S inha la ; a general term for all small owb); Xfw’ci (Tarml). 

SIZE. Pigeon—; length c. 29 cm. (! in.). 

field CHARACTERS. As of 609, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosb. 

STATUS, DBTRmirnoN and habitat. Race peculiar to Ceylon. Avery 
scarce resident in the low-country "Wet zone and 'Hill zone to c. 1200 m 
Less than a dozen specimens have so far been taken in the Island. 
general HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Evcn less known than of 609. 
BREEDiNc. Three young bircb once taken irora a nest in a tree-hole, in 
November (1876), exhibited great dbparity in size indicating tliat as with 
some o^cr owb the eggs had been laid at intervab of several days and 
incubation had probably commenced from the fint egg (Henry). 

Museum Diagnosis. DifFen from 609 in being much darker, almost chestnut- 
hrown, abo\'e and more freely marked with black. BtloWj the black spots arc double, 
one bdund the other along the shaft, divided by, and edged with, whitbh. 
keasuremekts 

■Wing BiU Tarsus Tail 

o' 9 197-203 30 p. 47 81_89 mm, 

(from feathers) (Baker) 

07 BARE Parts. ' iris dark brown. Bill greenish white. Feet pale whituh 
reen; cbws pale ash * (\Vh>te). 
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B 

X c, 1 



Fool of A Scops Owl (617), B. Little Owl (648), C. Tcngmalm’s Owl (665) 


Otus SPILOCEPHALUS (Blyth) 
Key to the Sobepeeles 


General tone of colour rufous brown 0. s. spiloctphalus 

General tone grc>'- or fulv*ous brown. . . O. s. hittom 


611. Western Spotted Scops OwL Otus spUocepkalus huitom (Hume) 

EpfdalUs Huitam Hume, 1870, Rough Notes, pL 1, no. 2; 393 (Near Mtissoorie, 
Garfawal and bdow Simla, Le. Jerripani, Mussooric) 

Baker, FBI No. 1673, Vol. 4: 429 


6l0a. Penmsolar Bay OwL Phodilus Badius ripl^ Hussain & Khan 
SeeAppendix 


Subfamily Stricinae: Ow-ls 
p Genus Otus Pennant 

ennaat, 1769, Ind. ZooL: 3. Tjpe, by moaot>'p>', Otus bakkemoena Pennant 
^Cratains small owU of extremely beautiful vcrmiculatcd and speckled grey, 
rufous plumage, with well developed aisrettes or ear-mfts. Head pro- 
^'^onatcly large. Bill rather small; nostrils round, pierced in the anterior margin 
c cere, ^\ing long but of variable shape. Tail moderate, rounded at the 
^“^7 feathered or nearly so. Sexes alike, but juvcnal plumage dificrent 




133-42; Ddgnan, H- G., 1950, Auk 67: 


^ .. Key to the Spedes 

B longest ; farst primary much shmter than dghth .. 1 

1 . J. fint longer than eighth 2 

dis^ct pale collar on hindneck O. ieJtkcrnoeKa 

No dhtinct collar on hindnedc a 

» Tanm feathered to base of toes O. spUoafhalss 

2 of Uttus bare O. balli 

eathen of tarsus extending on to base of toes. O. htuei 

cathc* of tarsus not extending on to base of toes. O. seeps 
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LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Myna length c, 18—20 cm. (7—8 in.). 

FIELD <3iARACTERS. A pretty ffttfc nocCumal greyab brown ' eared * 
forest owlet, hardly ever seen except by flashlight after dark, and then rather 
difificult to distinguish from the many other similar spedes. Recognized 
mainly by its distinctive calls, q.v. 

Adult. i4&ore, speckled greyTsh brown, conspicuously marked on crown 
and nape with twin spots of black and white. 5Ving- and tail-quiUs brown 
widi numerous pale bands. Face vdiity browTi indistinctly barred, sur- 
rounded by a buff coloured ruff. BeloWy spedded brown on white with 
indistinct paler stippling on breast and abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, distribution and haettat. Resident in the western Himalayas 
from about Muttcc in 5V. Paldstan castw'ard through Himadial Pradesh, 
Garhwal and Kumaon to central Nepal, where int ei g ra ding with the 
nominate race (612) occurs. Affects oak, rhododendron, blue pine and 
depriar forest between e. 600 and 2600 metres alt. 
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^ OENERAi- HABITS. Strictly nocturnaL Spends the daytime hidden 
m 50^^ dark hollow in a trce-ttnnk; hardly ever met with abroad even In 
heavily shaded forest. Bestirs itself at dusk, commencing to rail an hour or 
so before complete darkness and continuing intermittently throu^out the 
night from fixed stances — especially during the breeding season. 

FOOD. Chiefly large insects — beetles, cicadas, mantises, etc. Also 
beheved to take small rodents, small .birds, and lizards. 

VOICE and calls. A metallit^ cowbcU-like double whistle hmJt . , , tunk 
m phew . . . phew, witii to 1 second between the noms. Repeated at regular 
intervals, of 6 or 7 seconds for hours on end, ceasing only before -dawn. 
Sever^ birds \vithin earshot answering one another. Readily decoyed by an 
imitation of its calls, and this in fact is often the only way in which speci- 
mens can be shot 

breedino. Season, March to May or June. J^est, an unlined hollow in a 
tree-trunk, cither natural or a disused woodpecker or barbet hole, between 
r. 2 and 6 or 7 metres up. Eggs, 2 or 3 — sometimes 4, rarely 5 — pure 
white roundish ovals %vith a smooth texture. Average size of 20 eggs 
31 *9 X 27'6 nim. (Baker). Share of the sexes in the reproductive chores 
and period of incubation tmdetennined. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (612), q.v., in being generally 
much paler and greyer and lacking the rich rufous tinge. Birds from central Nepal 
are intermediate. 

MEASUREMENTS , 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

J35-J44 A J7 3i>-3} 71-76 mau 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris goldcn ycllow. Bill homy or ivax yellow. J'cet 
fleshy brown. 


612, Eastern Spotted Scops OwL Olus spilocepkalus s^tocephalus (Blyth) 

EphxelUs spilocepkalus Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 15: 8 (Daijeeling) 

Otus spilocepkalus npehandi Koelz, 1 952, Jour. ZooL Soc. India 4 : 45 
' (Kohima, Naga Hilb) 

Baker, FBI No. 1672, Vol. 4: 427 
Plate 54, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAME. Doo hoo too (Cachar). , 

SIZE. Myna length e, 18-20 cm. (7-8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A rusty brown * cared * forest owlet with pale- 
spotted crown and nape, like 61 1, q.v. Sec Key to the Species and Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident in the eastern Himalayas 
from central Nepal eastward through Sikkim, Bhutan, and NEFA. Also 
Assam hills north and south of Brahmaputra river, Nagaland, Manipur, 
Iflizo (?), Tripura, and East Paldstan (Chittagong Hill Tracts). Affects 
dense evergreen forest in the duan and foothills; oak, rhododendron, 
pine, etc. higher up, to e. 2600 metres alt. 
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^raliimid. Burma. Other races in Thailand, Indochinese countries. 

• China, Formosa, Mala^ria, and Indonesia. * 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALU. As in thc wcstcm racc (611), 
q.v. 

BREEDINO. Season, nest and eggs as in 611. Average size of 36 csks 
32*5 X 28-2 mm. (Baker). ^ 

Museum DiAONOsn. Plumage overall distinctly rufous brovm, but var>4r.g indi- 
vidually from almost russet-red to dusky brown. For detalh see Baker, loc. oL 
Young. Two jm*enlle3 [age ?] from Bhutan * are more rufous the adulL 
The heads arc barred with narrow black lines, the back with broader ona, vhBe 
on the imdcxside they are also present but very faint ’ (Kinnear in Ludlow Ris 
1937:490). 

> MEASUREMENTS 

Wing ■ BUI Tamo Tail 

(from feathers) 

£^9 137-151 e. 17-18 c. 31-32 77-90 nun. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF'BARE PARTS. AsinCll. 


613. Andaman Scops Owl. Otm belli (Hnmc) 

EphialUs Belli Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 407 (South Andaman Island) 
Bake#, FBI No, 1674, VoL 4: 429 

LOCAL NAMES. Not recorded. 

SIZE, Myna ± ; length c, 19 cm. {7| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Described by Hume as * the handsomet as as 
gamest looking of all our Indian Scops Owls *. A small nocturnal rufous 
brown or dull bay-coloured * cared * owl, finely fircklcd and mottled on 
the upperparts with black, and wth black-edg^ whitish spots; the latter 
most numerous on crown and neck where they form an ill-de^ed collar. 
Below, paler and greyer but speckled more or less as above. Sexes alike. See 
Key to the Species and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBUTXOH and HABITAT. Resident. Andaman Islands. Quite 
common, living about the settlements and cultivation, and ‘ rather git-cn 
to coming into bungalows' (A L. Butler, 1899, JBNHS 12: 570-1). Not 
r^orded in the Nicobars. 

GENERAL HABITS. Littlc known. Nocturnal, therefore oflencr heard than 
seen. 

FOOD, Apparently caterpfllais to a considerable extent, m search of 
which * It sidles up and down the boughs of small trees in a very pmrot-like 
manner * (Butler, loc. ric). Doubtless also beetles and other large insects. 

VOICE and calls. Described by Butler as exactly like that of the 
Scops {Otus scops Icggf^t ‘resembling the syllables koot! koot<ooTTOo! 
out very rapidly, the rolling r in the last note being very distinct *. It is also 
said to have a low clucking note. ^ ^ i 

BREEDINO. Season, evidently e, mid Fcbruar>' to mid April Aw, ® 
tree hollow, or deserted tvoodpeckcr or barbet bole, betw^ e, 2 and 5 
metres from the ground, sometimes higher. Eggs, 2, occasionally 3, pure 
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white smooth roundish ovals, as characteristic of the family. Average 
of20eggs30'5 X 27*1 mm. (Baker). Osmaston once caught a female in a 
nest wth one egg and released her on another island fivo miles away. 
About three weeks later he foimd the same hole occupied by another (or 
the same ?) owl with two fi^h eggsf 
Museum Diagnosis.. Has a different wing-fonnula from Otus scops but is like it 
in that the feathering of the tarsus does not extend to the Coes. See Key to the 
Species of Otusl for details of plumage Baker, loc. dc. 
measurements 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

(f9 1 38-1 43 19-20 27-28 75-77 mm. 

(Baker) 

colours o? SAstE PARTS. Ixis ycIIow, goldcn ydlow, hazel, or brown (age ?). 
BUI yellowish or greenish homy, darker on culmen and tip; cere dusky green. Bottom 
third of tarsus, and feet, fleshy grey to greenish ycllow. 


614. Striated or PaHId Scops OvrL 0/ar (Hume) 

EpSialies Brueei Hume, 1872, Stray Feathers 1:8 (Raburi, Ahmednagar) 
Baker, FBI No. 1676, VoL 4: 431 
Plate 54, fig. 1 

local name. Kutniz (Marathi?). 

HZE. Myna i; length c, 22 cm. (8^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small, slun gTcyish scops owl with car-tufts rather 
inconspicuous unless specially raised on excitement. 

Adult. Above, greyish brown with a sandy ycllow tinge, finely vermi- 
and shaft-streaked with black. BeloWtp^er (morewhitish) and more 
heavily streaked with black. Sexes alike. See Key to theSpedes and Museum 
IHagnosis. 

Young (immature). Much paler (whitish) grey, finely and wavily barred 
with dark brown above and below. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunbN and HABITAT. Vciy imperfectly known. Breeds for 
certain in Baluchistan (Cfliaman-Quctta dist.); elsewhere in W. Pa^tan 
OCCUI3 in Gilgit, Punjab (Salt Range, in the Jhclum and Shahpiir portions), 
and Sind. Indiwduals (accidental ?) recorded in Maharashtra finm Greater 
Bombay (Andhcri), Poona and Ahmednagar dist. (Rahuri). Described as 
• common ' in Khandesh (Akrani plateau and deep \*allcys in the Satpura 
mountains — Davidson, 1882, SF 10; 291). But this as well as the retard 
of its breeding there open to doubt because of ecological in<^pat2bility 
and in the absence of supporting specimens. Affects arid scnu-dcscrt, and 
stony foothills country, up to r. 1800 m. alt . r .u * , 

ExtralimiiaL Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Turkestan from south of the Aral 
Sea to eastern Peraa (Peten). 

^EKEBAi-iiABn,. l^y noctunral j Wdtag m ^hol« Or 

during daytime,- standing bolt upright dose to the tnmh. with pluma^ 
and half dosed, perfectly camouflaged tiy the bac^usd. 



iT'^^ Winter 


H Breeding range 
stranded witlun a dwelling house as is not 

feeding before dusk, flying as Ihst as a bat raki S ^ or on • 

(Ticehuist). In Baluchistan 'often seen sittmg m a .;„o,brd ■ 

by day “d hunting: only fi>'ing a short way when dumroeo 

(A. F. P. Cftiristison). • „,„ll birds like 

' rooD. Beetles, moths, mole-crickets and other insects, 

bouse spaiTO-wa; probably race and liz^. • A sliorltnonolonous 

VOICE and CAixs. Noisy dunng the breeding se^^ that of Oto a 

fiv-iK rescmhffng tiaf of n stack InTBut another ohsenrr 

puldsllis’ [615, q.v,] 

(Mdnertzhagen) sap ‘ The caU is idcnU^ with ** oontrary. 

folly different from /rfrW/ui] m_ spite owls, and S"? 

There is contiderablc variation in the vocal sounds . ^ 

(1954, Birds cf Arshin-. 316)1 Has “fdsc 

wheezing squeak like the noise product annojed. 

a sharp diddng of the mandibles (or 1mm . hole in 

BREEDINO. Stasm, in Baluchistan chiefly A^j an _ , ^ Erotic record 

a tree-trunk or date palm at moderate height. I®; 

of breeding within our limits, near Quetta, Balu^ a ‘Sticks' Roa 
JBNHS 33 : 608)— 16 ApriL The nest rm in “ ^ 
tree; it contained I egg, while a second wM <*“ j ^ 27-3 mo. 

oviduct when shot Average size of 40 eggs ^ unrecorded. 

(Baker). Clutch size, share of the sexes, and >"™baU ’ijai.jchhtsn) 

.'Zn'g ones ' found in -'f^P ««• 

where the speaes is Ciirly common (A. r. i . . 

Mcseoh D-JiONoro. Spots on scapulars b-aff; lama fuftr e> 
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General aspect of plu m age pale grey streat^ with black, more boldly above; 
hardly ever with any nifom lint as almost always the case in O. seeps seeps and 
0. s. p^dAsUm. For detaib sec Baker, loc. dt. 

USAStmeVEKTS 

Wing Bni Taisus Tail 

(519 150-161 17-18 c 34 78-82 msn. 

■ (fiom feathers) (Baker) 

Wei^t 1 o? (December) 1 10 gm. — BNHS« 

coLOUSis 07 BARE PARTS. Ifis bright ycUow, Bill homy yellow; culmen and tip 
darker, lower mandible paler. Feet grey; claws dark homy; solca paler. 

Otus scops (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Sohspedes* 

A 'Ihird primary (as.) longest; first primary equal to sixth, or between 

fifth and sixth or sixth and scvcnthi. O. r. pedthtUxs 261 

B^ Fourth primary longest or subequal to tlurd; first primary bctwcdi 

d^th and ninth ..,.0. s. pwdertuj 265 

C Fourth primary longest; first primary sometimes equal to sxth. but 

usually bet^vecn sixth and seventh or seventh and eighth 1 

1 Upperparts dark * O. s. stnda 262 

Dpperparts darker 0. nJipeTuds 263 

Upperparts darkest s. tegget 264 

• Modified from Dclacour, 1941, Zfielo^ax 135-40. Cf. ITcchurst, C. B., 1923, 
JJw: 241-2. 

615. Esistern Scops OwL 0/itr scops pukkellus (Pallas) 

Strjx pdeheUa Fallas, IBOl, Reise Riis5.RdciB 1: 456 {* Copiosixis m amtralioribus 
ad Volgam, Samaram.’ laicum *) 

Baker, FBI No. 1677, Vol. 4: 433 

locAL NAMES. Nonc r ccor dcd. 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c, 19 cm. (7J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small slim owl, delicately vcnniculated greyish 
brown, with feathered legs and car-tufts, more conspicuous v/hen erected. 
Sexes alike. Sec Keys to the spedcs and subspcacs, and Museum Diagnosis. 

Individuals of the different fon^ difficult to identify except in the hand, 
and cs’cn then not always ssith confidence. Many have dark and light phases 
(mfous and grey*) which tend to add to the uncertainty* Calls also somewhat 
Variable, and in many cases identical; thus not completely dependable as 
pointers. 

STATUS, DBTTUBUTTON and HABITAT: Posibly only a winter straggler to 
Smd (Karachi, Hyderabad). Sirnimcr visitor (or resident ?) in some numbers 
in northern Baluchistan (Loralai — March) ; breeding for certain in, the 
jumper forest at Ziarat (e. 2500 m.), and doubtless clsesvhere (Ticchurst, 
JBNHS34; 474), 

Vagrants have twice' been taken in Bombay City, in September (1891) 
and October (1925), the latter perched on a hat-pw within a livine rooinl 
(SA & HA, JBNHS 40: 368). 
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BtiTalismUil. ‘Breeds in Russia east of long. 35®E. and lat. 56®N.; 
Caucasus; SW. Asia north to the upper Irtysh, cast to Krasnoyarsk and 
south to the Kirghiz Steppe, Ferghana, Tarbagatai and the Altai, Winters 
ih the upper Nile Valleys . . ,* (Peters). 

CEN-ERAL HABITS. As common to all scops owls, e.g. 614. Entirely 
nocturnal, retiring during daytime into hollows in trce-trunla and thicldy 
foliagcd branches, standing upright and attenuated with sleeked plumage 
and half-shut eyes. Emerges at dusk when almost dark and withdraw into 
seclusion again in the twilight of dawn. Thus seldom seen, and its habits 
remain lar^y unknown. In Europe (nominate race) has been obscn*ed 
bringing an ortolan bunting to nest young in stmny nudday (Desfayes, 
in episi,). Calls intermittently throughout the night 

FOOD. Beetles, grasshoppers, and other insects; also mice, small birds, 
lizards, etc. 

VOICE and calls. See under 614. Another obscrv'cr (Checseman, Iraq) 
says the call resembles ' the tinkling of a small brass bell and, as the birds 
seldom have exactly the same note, the combined effect of several is like 
an erratic peal of small bells 

BREEDKo. No details fiom Baluchistan. Elsewhere secson April to June. 
Akrt, holes in trees, old avails and buildings, etc. Eggs, 3 to 6 white, roimdish 
o\^. Average size of 44 eggs 31 -32 X 27‘02 mm. (Jourd^ in Brier, FBI). 

Museum Diagnosis. Alleged to average a trifle larger and to be more deeply 
coloured than nominate seops ofEttropc and W. Ada, but ts m Ikct douhdufly di»- 
tinguishaWe from iu For description of plumages and structure (also bFonomics) cf 
O. s. scops see Witherby, 1938, 2: 335-8. 

MEASURZUESm 

Wing BQl Tarsus ■ Tail 

(from feathers) 

(P9 35&-15S 16-17 f. 26 66-71 mm. 

, (Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE BARTS. Iris pale to deep golden ^’rilow. Bill dusky g r e enish 
yellow, darker on culmen and dp. Feet pale fleshy or fleshy grey. 


616. Nos^ Tn Alnn Scops OsvL Otus scops suma (Hodgson) 

Scops svma Hodgson, 1836, AsiaL Res. 19; 175 (Nepal) 

Otus sma hfiAsictsis Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. I ; 27 
(Mawphlang, Kbasi Hills) 

Baker. FBI No. 1680, Vol. 4: 435 

LOCAL NAMES. Choghod kusiSj, kusiSl (Nepal) ; DvJul (Himachal Pradesh). 
SIZE, Myna — ; length e, 19 cm. (7J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small, sHtD, ‘ carcd * ow'I, very like 615 but 
browner; highly variable with dark, rufous, and greyish phases. Sexes alike. 
Sight records not reliable. Sec Keys and Museum Diagnosis, 

STATUS, DETRiBimoN and HABITAT. The lower Himalay’as ,from the 
Afghan frontier in West Pakistan eastward through Chitral, Kashmir, 
Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA 
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(?), chiefiy the submontane tracts; locally up to c. 1500 m. The Gangcdc 
Hain south to Madhya Pradesh and Orissa (to r. 19^.), cast to Assam north 
and »uth of Brahmaputra river; Nagaland (?), Marupur, East Pakistan. 
Affects forest (dedduous and ever g r een ), orchairis, groves of densely foliaged 
trees around cultivation, etc. 
cbjjbral HABTis and FOOD. As in 614 and 615, qq.v. 

VDicz and* calls. A monotonous 3-notcd * song * variously described as 
iibwk-took, rriZWi-fak-tek, and tcuk^kstg^hug somewhat resembling a barbePs 
can, repeated at short intervals endlessly ‘ in a very r^ular and rhythnuc 
mann er, like the sw ingin g of a g^ant pendulum or the worldng of a pump 
cn^e I and audible several hundred metres away (Osmaston, Whistler). 
Sings ’ after dark, all through the mght; nmsicr in the breeding season, 
®*tEEDiNO, Season, c, mid February to April-May. Pfesl, a hollow in a 
Uec-tnink or hole in a ruined wall, at moderate heights. Eggs, 3 or 4 
(occasionally 5 ?), white, smooth-textured, roundish ovals. Average size of 
10 eggs 32*8 X 27-0 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes in the reproductive 
incubation period, unknown. 

During the breeding season both sexes fly quickly into the air off some 
«^ted perch and then fly round in circles with wings stiffly fended, 
buds bring sometimes in the air together, squawkii^ softly in a note 
I have heard at no other time * (Baker). 

Museum Diac.hosis. Very to O. r. polchellsts (615) but browner and with 

» difiertnt wing formula;, 1st primary (as.) equal to 8th or between 7th and 8th- 
dfcw, more finely vcnniculated with fewer central streaks; these sometimes absent 
on liffcbcad and crown. Btlow, also less streaked and rather more barred. 
^ nAm phase varies from a mere rufcsccnce overall to almost bright cinnamoii- 
h«T with no vcrmiculations on the upperparts and only a few black streaks on fore- 

crown. For details of the rufous plumage sec Baker, loc. cit, 

- Wmg Bill Tarsus Tail 

( from feathers) 

tTQ 137-154 1&-17 25-26 61-71 mm. 

(Baker) 

(? 9 132—158 TTim ^Ucchuist) 

Wright ld< 79 gni. (SDR). 

totocM OT Im pale ydlow, golden 7-dlow, or dart brown (age ?). 

horny green or -horny yellow, tipped bladdsh. Feet dingy yellowish flesh off 
"ohy grey, 

517. Pcsinxolax Scops OwL Ofar sesps n^ptnsns (Sharpe) 

^fpeseds Sharpe, 1875, Cat. Eds. Brit. Mm. 2: 60 (Eastern Ghats, Madras) 
Baker, FBI No. 1678^ VoL 4: 434 
Plate 54. &g. 3 

Ramis. OdttS TerrS ddm guhS (Tclugu); Tiart/ (Malayalam), 

M>ua length c. 19 cm. (7^ in.). 

J^^^^^CHARACTERS. As foT 0. /. rsjna (616). See Ke^-s and Museum 

, DOTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident. Peninsular India south of 

e range of nmja (61Q from nordicm Maharashtra (Khandesh, c, 2UN.), 


southeast at least to Madras (northern limit in Andhra Pradesh undetCT- 
mined), including Mpore and Kerala; chiefly the ghats and associated hiH 
ranges. Affects forest (deciduous and evergreen), and groves of trees around 
lull cultivation and settlements etc. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD. As in (7. 1. sunio (616), q.v, 

VOICE and calls. Not specifically described; presumably tiic same as 
swiuds, with which also the call of the Ceylon race leggei is identical. 

BREXDiNC. Not recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from 0. s. sunia in bring smaller, and wth a dificrcni 
wing formula: Ist primary equal to or longer than 5th. Coloration \tsy \*ariahle; 
cannot be separated on this character from rsnia, and like it abo has a cinnamon- 
bay phase. 

MEASUROOLVrS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(fimn feathers) 

0^9 122-135 17-18 25-26 52-62 mm. 

(Baker) 


%Vmg 0' 9 (123, 124) 129-135 mm. (Ticrfiurst). 
COLOURS or RARE PARTS. As hi 616. 


618. Ceylon Scops OwL Otus scops teggei Ucchurst 

Ofm jtKia Uggei Ticchurst, 1 923, Ibis : 242 (Ce>ion) . New name for 
Scops rarsfcy Leggc, p reoccupied 
Baker, FBI No. 1679, VoL 4: 434 

LOCAL SA3CE3. PtbuPd iossS (Sfnhala); Jbssc Piatk/ (Ta mil ). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length e. 18 cm. (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTE R S. As for 0. s. rjrJa (616), q.v'. See Keys and Museum 
Diagnosis. 

FTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Race peculiar to Cc>ion. 
Scattered, in ^mall numbers, throughout the Imvlands and lower hills to 
r. 1350 m.; more plentiful in the jungle districts of the Easlcrh Province 
than elsewhere (Phillips). 

GENERAL HABITS. Little known; chiefly as in O. s. surJa (616) q.v. * It is 
strictly a forest bird, spending the day roosting in some dense tangle of 
creepers, dark foliage, etc. If alarmed b>* the approach of an intruder it 
qects its ear-tufts, contracts its plumage until it assumes the semblance of 
a snag of wood, and watches the enemy through nearly closed eyes; in this 
pose it is almost indistinguishable as an a n i m ate object * (Hear)')* 

FOOD. Mainly beetles and other insects. 

VOICE and calib. *A loud monotonously repeated Ifik, tok terch . . . iv.k, 
tch Icrok, etc. \}Voch, tcih-tccrroo . . . xrcok, toch-locnoc, etc, — PHlllps] (the 
first s^dlable tiih being much less loud than the others) which continue for 
long periods atni^t * (Henry). The call is in fact identical with that of both 
surds, and n^pensds. 

BREEDiNc. Season March-April. No other details recorded; presumably 
not different firim Indian birds. 
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Mrara Diacncot. Wing formula ai in rufifinmis. The jinaDat and darkest of 
tht Indian forms; like than it also has a dnnamon-bay phast 
ioAmsziams 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(trom feathers) 

(^9 n^I27 17-18 


20-21 


Wing 9 1 18-127 nun, (TjcehunI). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As m 616 and the other races. 


49-54 nutL 
(Balcer) 


6I8a. An d aman Scops OwL Otm sesps nwiabis (Walden) 

dVo/iiTO*jftii Walden, 1874, Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist. (4), 13: 123 
(Port Blair, South Andaman Island) 

Baker, FBI No. 1681, Vol. 4: 437 

LOCAL kakzs. None recorded. * 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c. 18 cm. (7 in.). 

KEU) CHARACTERS. As for 0. j. suttia (616), q.v. See Keys and Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DETKiBunoN and HABITAT. Very little known. Apart from the 
type there is one other specimen (in the U.S. National Museum) and 5 in 
American Mus. of Nat. Hist., New York all collected at Port' Blair in the 
Andamans, May, September, December. ' Doubtfully distinct from 0. s. 
matayanus [of Malay Peninsula] ’ — Peters. More specimens arc needed to 
settle the status of the Andaman population. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing specifically recorded, 

BREEDmc. Not described. 

Museuk Diagnosis. Differs from other races in having the 4th primary (as.) 
longest or subequal to 3rd; 6rst primary between 8th and 9ih. Alon, cinnamon- 
brown, only faintly spotted and vermiculated. Scapulars with pure wlute markings 
on outer edges. Belcw, throat and chest greyer than in other races. Belly svith consi- 
derable white, closest to svnia in this respect. Tarsus feathered for tbrce-quarteis 
its length. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

TaU 

I <? 

143 

(from feathers) 



— 

— 

— mm. 

4 9$ 

140-142 

16(1) 

22 (1) 

62 (1) tnm. 


(SDR) 

cotojms OP BARE PARTS. As in 616 and the other races. 


618b. Nicobar Scops OwL Otus scops nkobaricus (Hume) 
See Appendix 
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. — A Cxiuauf 

The speaes differs from Olus saps in sving formula list primary (ail much iSinn,- 
^7“tb^r8th Yh 6th and 76. 

Ca: 'Iicehunt, C.B., 1923, Ihis: 238-40. 


to the Subspecies 


A Smaller; wing 162 mill, or under j 

B laai^ger; wing 162 mm. or over 2 

1 Darkat; wing 135 to 152 mm. 

Intermediate in colour; sving 152 to 162 mm. O.t.rmd/isi 

Palest; sving 153 to 162, rarely up to 167 mm. 0. {. fonirHas 

2 Toes feathered to the subterminal phalanx, 0, tlumtics 

Toes not feathered [ ‘ ^ 

a Vciy pale; wing 165 to 1 75 mm diserUaUr 

Dark; wing 162 to 182 mm. q i 


Pafe 


2m 
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619. Punjab Collared Scops Owt Otuf bakkamaia plumips (Hume) 

Ephialtuplumipfs Hume, 1870, Ibis, scr. 2, 6 Utily): 439 (India = Murree, Punjib) 
Baker, FBI No. 1669, Vol. 4: 425 
local NAKZ. 7^flntaCTrAo^A<W(ICndi). 

SKE. Myna ±\ length c. 23-25 cm, (9-10 in.}. 

^ pffiLD CHARACTERS. A delightful little * homcd * or * eared * owl, \Try- 
similar to Scops; differentiated from it chie% by presence of a prominent 
,pale collar at base of hindneck (upper back). Sexes alike. 

Adult. Above, grey-brown or xiifous-brown, mottled and vermiculated 
with whiti^. Below, chin and throat white or buff the latter barred and 
stippled with black. Rest of underparts white to rich buff streaked wth 
black, and with fine wavy bars of reddish brown. 

STATUS, DCfTRiBUTiON and HABITAT. Resident. Western Hunalaj-as 
between e. 900 metres (perhaps lo^vc^) and at least 2200 m. alt,, from Murree 
eastward through Jammu and Kashmir (?)j Himachal Pradesh, Garhwi, 
and Kumaon. Affects forest — -sal, oak, pine, and deodar — and wcU- 
wooded country in the neighbourhood of hill cultivation. 

CENERAL HABITS. Noctumal ; seldom seen by day, its presence in a locality 
being detected only by its distinctive calls, at night, Spends the daytime 
lurking in some dark corner in a densely foHaged branch standing upright 
and motionless, effectively disguised as a snag, 

FOOD. Beetles, grasshoppers, and other insecte, liaardf, mice, and amall 
birds. 

VOICE and calls. A single mellow interrogative note mu/? jerked out 
unhurriedly and monotonously every three seconds or so, commencing at 
dark and continuing intermittently throughout the night, in runs of 10 to 
15 minutes* duration or longer. The calling is resumed after a short break 
from a changed position in a different tree suggesdng that the bird i^y be 
hunting for food in the interval. It is to be heard all through the year. 
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BREEDING. SeojOTt, chicfly April-May. jYest, a tree-hollow at moderate 
height. Eggs, 5 to '5, svhifc, roundish, smooth-textured, as typical of otVls. 
Hume’s measurements for Iiis eggs average c. 32*2 X 28*£) mm,; average 
size of 12 eggs from the Punjab Himalayas (Murree) and Kumaon (Simla 
and Kaini Tal) 28*4 X 23*7 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. For wing formula see under the Species (above). The only 
Indian race with feathering on toes extending to the subterminal phalanx. As large 
as the eastern Uliia (624), but slightly darker brorn and leas rufescent above — 
thougli rather variable in this. 

MEASUREMENTS 

<p 9 I'ing 162-182 mm. (47 measured) — Ticehurst, Bill (from feathen) 

22-24 mm. — Baker. 

COLOURS or RARE PARTS. As in the nominate and other Indian races. 


620. West Takistaa Collared Scops OwL Olus bakkamoena deserltcolor 
TicchUrst 


Olus bakkamoena deserticoloT Ticehurst, 1922, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 42; 57 
(Hyderabad, Hyderabad dist., Sind Province, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1670, Vol. 4; 426 


LOCAL NAifES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myma i;- length c, 23-25 cm. (9-10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of6I9, q.v. Set Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAiitTAT. Resident; not uncommon. West 
Pakistan (Balucliistan and Sind). This is possibly also the form that occurs 
in N. Gujarat. Affects forest and the better wooded parts. Partial to topes 
of trees in gardens, c.g. of Inspection Bungalows, and on canal banks and 


Dadsides. 

Exiralimiial. There arc specimens in the Bombay Natural History 
odety’s collection labelled Bushire (Persian Gulf) and Muscat (southern 
Lrabia). No other information. 

CENERAL HABITS, FOOD, vofCE and CALLS. As in 619, q.v. Seldom seen in 
a>'time when it hides up in thickly foliag^ trees; its presence only betrayed 
t nicht by its distinctive soft inonosyllabic wut . . . wut call. 

breeding. Season, March-April. Msl (tree-hole) and esps (3 or 4 white, 
ohcrical) as in 619. Size of eggs e. 33 X 27 mm. 

' Muszuu Diagnosis. For wing formula see under the Species (above). A 
ale race- ground colour palc'grey-broivn; underparts almost white, with 
nsetieally no rufescent tinge; iellou-buff on the collar and scapular, very pale, 
'arsus feathered only to base of loes. 


MEA5UREifE.NTS 

^9 Wing 165-175 mm. 

COLOURS OP BARE PART*. 


(Ticehurst). Bill (from fealhcis) 20-22 mm. (Baker). 
As in the nominate and other Indian races. 
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621. Gangetic Collared Scops Owl. 

Hcehuist 

Olus bakkamoena gangeticus Ticcbuist, 1922, Bull. Brit. Otn. Q. ^2. 122 
.{Fatehgarh,U.P.) • 

Otas bakkamoena suwarti Koelz, 1939. Proc. Biol. Sex, Washington il. 
(Baijnath Kangia, Punjab) 

Baker, FBI No. 1668, Vol. 4: 425 

LOCAL NAME. Thatkemi choghad (Hindi). 

SIZE. Myna length e. 23-23 cm. (9-10 in-). ^ _ , 

HELD characters. As of 619, q.v. See Mustum 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. 

Rajasthan through Uttar Pradesh, approximatdy to v^ts 

Nepal tera! (Fleming, JBNHS 65: 328) and possibly K Bihar. 
undefinable. Affects wooded country, mango orchards, and gar 

densely foliaged trees. . • nio Kon no v 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 619, , qq- • ^ ^ 

BREEDINO. Season, March and April wth perhap an ex „L„ds or 
at either end. Mst, a hole or hollow m a tree-trunk in m g 

groves around villages. Eggt, T 28 ri mm. 

as in the other races. Average size of 50 eggs 33 i X i ^ 

Museum Diachosis. Wing formula as in the Key to the 1^°’ .j^ 

feathered only to base of toes. General coloration paler and m r > 
than in Madhya Pradesh birds {marathae) but this readily seen on y 
specimens and borderUne cases often impossible to place. 

UEA5UREMENT3 

rii P Wing 153-167, mostly 155-162 mm. (19 measured) -TieehuisL 
Bill (from fealhco) 19-21 mm. —Baker. 

Weight I o ? 121 gm. (SM* 


rAnortriD* n« ItAW PARTY. 


"a. In th^ nrSpr races. 


622. Central Indian Collared Scops Owl. Olas bakkamoena r.ara 
Ticehurst 

Olus bokkamoena marathae Ticehurst, 1922, Bull. Brit. Om. CJ- 
(Raipur, Central Provinces) 

Baker, FBI No. 1667, Vol. 4: 424 


LOCAL KASiE. Tharkcoi ehegkdd (Hindi). 

SIZE. Myna ±; length e. 23-25 cm. (9-10 in.). . 

field chaRAciebs. As ofGig, q.v. See ^ j,jy betwee 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABrirAT. Resident. iV/ (jiroug 

t. 20» and 24'N. from die Surat I’tings (GtijaraO 

handesh (Maharashtra) and Madhya ^ j grovel < 

h Bengal; preefto hmits not worked out. Affects for^, 

itisely foliaged trees in gardens, and about qq.W 

general habits, food, voice and “t-t-'; ^ -s in 619 620, qq-’ 

BREEDiNa. Season, JainsTY to Apn\. '“fj,, cRsiend ootende' 

hfusEOM Diaonosb. 'Ving formula as m the (p. )• Dondn** 

1. ..A tn . MTies darker than tangenaa. Size Ia.-gre man 
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haiianoena (623), smaller than Uttia (624). Tanus feathered only to base of toes 
as in 623. 

M£ASX7R£U£Mn 

^Ving 152-162, once 165, mm, (41 measured) — licchurst, 

COLOURS or BARz PARTS. As in the other races. 

623. Ceyloa Collared Scops Owl. Otus bakkamoena bakkamoma Pennant 

Ofai bakkamoena Pennant, 1769, Ind. ZooL: 3, pi. 3 (Ceylon) 

Batcr, FBI No. 1666, VoL 4: 422 
Plate 54, fig. 4 

1XX2AL NAUE 5 . Ptdda chittS gubS (Tclugu); Punchi bassd (Sinhala); Sima anddU 
}{ethl (Tamil, Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna length e. 23-25 cm. (9-10 in.). 

FIELD CHARAcrrERS, As of 619, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; widespread but local. 
Peninsular India south of the range of maraihae (i.e. from c. 20®N. lat.) — 
h^harashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra, Tamil Nadu, Mysore, and Kerala; 
also Ceylon (all zbnes). Plmns and hills to at least 1200 m. altitude. Affects 
dedduous and semi-evergreen forest, and'wcU-woodcd country; partial to 
groves and orchards around villages and cultivation. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD. As in 619, q.V. 

VOICE and calls. In addition to the regularly spaced interrogative 
ivut .... tout (or what ? . . . what?) calls (q.v. 619), has an occasional scries 
of slowly repeated ack, acky acky etc. in 
ascending scale strung out for five seconds 
or so; usually interposed between the nor- 
mal notes but sometimes heard indepen- 
dently. This peculiar bubbling or chatter- 
ing is common to the other races'as well. 

BREEDING. Seoson in peninsular India 
principally January and February; in 
Ceylon March and April; occasionally 
July (Phillips). JVer/, as in 619 and other 
races, an unlined hole or hollow in a tree- 
trunk or bough c. 2 to 7 metres up, in 
Kerala and Ceylon frequently on the edge 
of tea and rubber plantations. Exceptional 
nesting in roo& of houses and holes in walls 
, recorded in Kerala. EggSy 3 to 5, wlute, 

smooth-textured, almost spherical. Average size of 27 eggs 31*8 x 27*0 
mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes in incubation and other domestic chores, 
and period of incubation, unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Wing formula as for the Spcdcs: Ist primary (as.) much 
ihortcr than 8th; 4th or 5th primary longest. The smallest and darkest of the Indian 
•races. Warmer, darker brown and yellower than maraihae (622). Has also a rufous 
grey phase in both adults and young. Tarsus feathered only to base of toes. 

Young (immature). Pale grey or pale to warm fulvous narrowly barred all over 
with diuky brown bars, these covering even face and chin (Baker). 
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UEA5UREUENTS 

(5*9 Wing 135-152, once 154, mm. (38 measured) — Ticchuist. 

Bill (6:t)m feathers) c. 20-22; tarsus 30-32; tail 64-67 mm. (Baker). 

COLOURS OR BARE PARTS. Iris ycllow, golden yellow, hazel or brown (age ?). 
Bill greenish homy brown, paler on lower mandible darker at tip; cere dusky green; 
mouth pink. Feet brownish flesh to greenish yellow; claws pale homy brown. 


624. Burmese Collared Scops Owl. Oim bakkamoena Uttia (Hodgson) 


Scops Uttia Hodgson, 1836, AsiaL Res. 19: 176 (Nepal) 

Otus bakkamoena manijwensis Roonwal Sc Nath, 1949, Rcc. Ind. Mus. 46: 162 
(6 miles north of Imphal, Manipur) • ' 

Otus bakkamoena alboniger Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 45 
(Hmuntha, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1671, Vol. 4: 427 


LOCAL-NAME. Zdt0fS (Ncpsl)* 

SIZE. Myna length c. 23-25 cm. (9-10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 619, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT^ Resident, Eastern Himalayas from 
Nepal through Sikkim, Bhutan, and NEFA. Assam north and south of 
Brahmaputra river, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo, and East Pakistan; from 
the plains and submontane tracts to f. 2400 metres. Affects forest — sal, 
oak, pine, deodar, etc. — around hill cultivation; also groves of trees and 
bamboos about habitations. 

Extralimital. All Burma, northern Th^and. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD. As in 619 and other races, qq.v. 

VOICE and calls. In addition to the calls as under 619 and 623, SA 
records a short mellow single hoot, quite different from the normal what? 
or wut? and repeated at much longer intervals (15 to 20 seconds). A bird 
uttering this call when shot at 2*30 a.m. had its stomach crammed with a 
freshly ingested field mouse. 

BREEDING. Scosony February to April. jVei/, a natural hollow' or ^vood- 
peckcr hole in a tree-trunk or dead stump r. 2 to 5 metres up. EggSy 3 or 4, 
rarely 5, white, roundish ovals as in the other races. Average size of 34 
eggs 32*3 X 28 • 1 mm. (Baker) . On circumstantial evidence both sexes share 
in incubation, but this needs proving. Period of incubation and other points 
of breeding biology unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Wing formula as in the Species. Tarsus feathered only to 
base of toes. Larger than any of the Indian races except plumipes (619). Coloration 
as in nominate bakkamoena (623). 


MEASUREMENTS 

{^9 Wing 162-182 mm. (40 measured) — Ticehurst. 
Specimens recently collected in Nepal give: 

Wing ^ BUI 

5 d'd’ 158-168 24-25 

4 9 9 159-180 24-25 

(from skull) 

Weight 1 $ 170 gm. (BB). 


Tail 

75-85 mm. 
83-89 mm. 


(BB) 
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COLOURS o? BARE FARTS. Iris ycllo^rish btown. BUI greenish horn, paler at base, 
blacker near tip; lower mandible pale dusky ycllow. Feet and claws fleshy grey to 
dusky olive; pads yellowish white. 

Genus Bubo Dumcril 

Bubo Dumcril, 1806, Zool. Analytiques 34. Type, by tautonymy , bubo 
Linnaeus. 

Ketupa Lesson, 1830, Traiti d’Om., livr. 2: 114. Type, by tautonymy, Ketupa 
jacenensis Lesson = Strix ketupu Horsficld. 

Huhia Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 171—4. Type, by ori^al designation. 
Bubo rdpaUruis Hodgson. 

Includes Homed Owls, Eagle-Owls, and Fish Owls, large powerful birds Avith 
iong, pointed * horns ’ or car-tufts (aigrettes). Ear orifice not exceeding eye in size; 
no operculum. Facial disc generally ill defined and never extending as far above 
*yc as below it; ruff nearly or quite obsolete. 

Key to the SpeHee 

A Tanus feathered throughout - 1 

B Tarsus partly or wholly naked 2 

1 First quill longer than seventh; iris ycllow. a 

First quill shorter than seventh; iris brown B. nipalensis 

a General colour buff and blackish brown. hnho 

Gtncral colour greyish brown B. conmandus 

2 Tarsus naked behind and only feathered about one-tlurd down in 

lh)at z^Umensis 

Tarsus feathesred about one-third briiind and more than half-way 
down in front.; B.Jiaoipes 

Bubo bubo (linnacus) 

CC Vaurie, G., 1963, American Mus. Novitates, No. 2132: 1— 10. 

. Key to the Snhtpedee 

B most richly coloured; wing 370—433 nutL.^B. 5, bengaUnsis 

" Darker and more brown; wing 420-465 mm. B.b. tiheUanis 

C Paler and more grey; wing 435-513 rr^m. B.b. tmeomems 

Fricst but with brown streaks sharper on the hind crown and nape; 

'ring 433-508 mm, B. b. hemaehalana 

625. Horaed or£R 5 le'*Owl. Bubo bubo trirconumsis (Eversmann) 

JWt fcrreirxrj Evemnann, 1835, Addenda. PallM Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat., fasc. 1; 3 
(Ult Urt Plateau, western Kazakhstan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1658, Vol. 4: 413 
RAsox Boom (Baluchistan); OSg-pa (Ladakh). 

Pariah Kite -p; stouter. Length c. 66 cm. (26 in.). 

CHARACTERS, As of 627, q.v. A large brown owl, streaked and 
®ottIcd tawny buff and bladk, with two prominent upstanding black ‘ horns 
^ car-tufts ^X3ve the head. Sexes alike. See Museum Diagnosis. 
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General aspect in flight a stout yeUo^vish tawny owl, heavily spotted and 
streaked with blackish, with broad rounded >vings. 

STATUS, DCTRiBxrnoN and habitat. Resident; sparsely scattered over 
extensive tracts of high mountain country chiefly between c. 1800 and 4500 
metres: Gilgit, Chitral, Ladakh,' Kashmir. Affects open plateaux, steep 
moimtainsides, bare rocky clifls, and old ruined forts, etc. 

Extralimital. ‘ Kazakhstan from the region bet^veen the lower Volga and 
the lower Ural rivers cast across the southern Kirghiz Steppes to tlie regions 
of Scmipalatinsk and Lake Balkhash, and south to Transcaspia and the 
basin of the Chu river . . .* (Vaurie, loc. cit.). 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 627, q.v. but keeps to bare rocky hillsides. 

FOOD. Largely rodents and game birds; hare (Lepus) and mouse-hare 
(Ochotona) among the former, and Snow’ Partridge {Lerwa lerwa). Ruddy 
Shclduck (Tarfoma ferruginea) adults and ducklings, and Rock Pigeons 
{Columba) among the latter have been identified. Remains of fish (one of 
c. 1 -p kg.) recorded from a nest svith young. 

VOICE and calls. Evidently as in 627. 

BREEDING. Little rccoidcd. Meinertzhagen found two nests (apparently 
disused ones of some diurnal raptor) in Ladakh' (Chimre c. 3600 m. and 
Shushal c, 4300 m. in May and June). Mest in both cases a pad of twigs c. 
1 m. in diameter lined with smaller t^rig3, hare-fur and fcallicrs (possibly 
left-overs from meals) and fine roots; one placed in a rock fissure, the other 
on a shelf >vith an overhanging ledge. EggSy apparently only 2. Measure- 
ments not given, but the sLx large ones averaging 60*1 x 47*3 mm. taken 
by Osmaston in Kashmir (sec under 627) presumably belong to this race. 

Museum Diagnosis. A pale subspecies * resembling hemachalena (626a) in general 
coloration* but duller, less \'ariegatcd, and not so distinctly patterned*. Toes 
completely feathered, the feathers overhanging and concealing base of cbs\s, 
contra bengaJensis w’herc last joint of toes naked. 

MEASimEMEKTS 

Wing 12 d'd' 440-470 (av. 449*7); 21 9 9 445-512 (482*4) mm. (\buric). 
Bill (from feathers) 45—47; tarsus 77—81 ; tail 260-310 mm. (Baker). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis goIdcn ^tllow. Bill grccnish black, slaty black to 
black. To« dull greenish; daws greenish slate, darker at tjjw (Baker). 


626. Tibeten Homed or EagIe*OwL Bubo bubo tibetanus Bianchi 

Bubo bubo Bbetems Bianchi, 1906, Bull. Brit, Om. Q, 16: 69 
(Upper Vangtse River in southeastern Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 1659, VoL 4: 414 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

size.- Pariah Kite -p; stouter. Length c. 66 cm. (26 in.). 
field characters. As of 627, q.v. Sec Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRJBLTiON and HABITAT. Range within our limits h>'potliciical. 
According to Vaurie (1963: 587) ‘probably also inhabits ^c eastern 

* See footnote, p. 273. 
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Hinalayas at high altitctics Thus occur in uorthcm Siifcnn, and 
perhaps al^ X. Bhutan and XBKA, but no cs-jdcnce of this as yet,* 

Ettrei—ia. Central and eastern TIb-t (regions of Lhasa, Gsantse, and 
Khanha Dzong) eastward to central Kaa^ and south to XISL 

Yennau (Vaurie). 

GESSAI. HABITS, rtxjo, voicz and calls, EanEonre. Xot recorded in 
Indian limits; preitnnably as in 625 and 627, oq.e. 

Mcsrtnt DiAorrosa. See Key to the SahspetSes; ilro under 625 and 626a. 
srEAsuasaaerrs 

Wing 13 cSoS 45<MS5 (av. 451); 999 490-505 (493-S) nun. (\’anrie). 
cousvsis or BAsti: rAsm. As a 625, 


626a. Himalayan Homed or Eagle-OwL Biiio inie ferrauAcfene Home 
B.(r}e) ffc-nniidnei .^03. ( = Hume). 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 315 
(Kuhi, 12,C€0 feet, India) 

Kot in B^VeT, FBI 

LOCAL KAXE, Beer: (Balucinstan). 

szx. Pariah Kite -f ; stouter. Lcagth c. 66 an. (26 in.). 

F TEj - D CHAKAuii-Rs. As of 627, <^.v. Scc ^fascTun Diagnosh. 

STATtrs, DETRiEtmoN and kasttat, Northern |h \h T rh?<f7»n (Kalat, 
Quetta) K\V. Him a lay as, T.adahh (see footnote under and 

Himachal Pradesh (Kulu, Lahul)— ben^-cen. c. 2000 and 4200 in, altitude. 
Status and range rt^-rir terrccrrjssix confiisiag. 

ExtrdirrztcL ^\estcm Tibet (perhaps in. eastern Af^ianis- 

tan), north to the western Kun Lun and the \s'cstem Tian Shan in Chinese 
Turkestan (\’’aurie). 

gxxeral E.ASITS, FOOD, VOICE and CLMis, BREEDiNc. Scc undcT terwrirtaf 
(625). 

McsEcsr DiAcnrosa, See Key to the Snbspedes. 

Kr.uraa£2NT3 

Wing 3 450-472 (av. 462); 7 99 470-505 (492*3) cm. (Vauric). 

COLOURS OF BARE partt. As cj t zTK n z rss (625), 


627. IndianGrcatHoraedorEa^e-OwI..ff253i2i35r::^aic-.r£f (Franklin) 
Ofitr Br-^z!c:rj Fra ntifn , 1831 (1830-31), Proo zioL Soc. London: 115 
(The Ganges between Calcutta and Bcriares and in the VmdbjnaHnh 
betvk-een the latter place and Gurra ifcsdela) 

Baier, FBI No. 1660. VoL 4: 414 
Plate 53, fig. 1 

ix>calkaies. (Hindi); G£g (Sind); nCier: peeha (Bengal); CX£5dd 

(Marathi); GhSxd (Gujarati); Tmsgsde ^clugu); Kcrri^r crJd (Tarul); 
PTcrziaet jr.sr^a (Malayalana). 


* Cen^era^cnewaarty prevails ifa the records cf the races of rarfal^e owl 
OUT Mrtbem oortJcri due to the psacity cf iHns in rollecrio ss and the Cict 

coEsifteatJy eacAaed. for esanyfe Aferaertzhagea 
{I^ I ?2/ : eOa) a3s%^ ha breeding bir* frem ladath lo (q.r,) whereas Vanrie, 

wita acTaatage cf areess to fiiEer t sa t a r ia! ta Rcsszas enneens, states tVf aT T the s pe ii - 
traLadahh are A.'r-.echde-.a, into vrfcidi * hirteaj probaWr ia 
'W Tibet (Joe. CK.). The confcsaoa « citderrtaadable s£see the diSerenesa the 

populanos* arc alight and only per uyd hie ia a «riej which i* cot reaily araiiiHeto oort 
wsrzsrs. 
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SIZE. Pariah Kite Length c, 56 cm. (22 in.) - 

FIELD CKASACTEES, A large dart brenvn owl, streaked and mottled 
tawny bug" and black, with two preminent upstanding blackish 'honn ’a 
car-tufts (aigrettes) above the head, largo round forwardly directed cranr* 
eyes, and fbUy feathered legs. Sexes alike. 

‘Large size and conspicuous cars make it look, svhen sitting modenless 
more like a large cat than a bird * (Unwin, Kashmir). ' * 

On a good \-iew rna\* be distinguished from Brown Fish Owl by feathered 
r. Tt a krd legs, and more erect r. nearly horizontal * horns *. 

STATTS, DUTStBUnoir and eaeitat. Resident in sxntahle Hot^jpes 
throughout the subcontinent from c. 1500 m. (rarely c. 2400 m.) in ^ 
westem Himalayas ~ Punjab (Kohat, Peshawar, ' Rawalpindi dhtL)', 
Kashmir, and easPN-ard at least to west-central Nepal ^>ossxbIy further car* 
but not yet recorded from SikHra, Bhutan or NEFA). Sind, Rajasthan, and 
across the Gangcdc Plain to Assam, Nagaland, Mam'pur, and East Paiistaa* 
south throughout the Peninsula to Kanyakumaxi, plains and KD* Rot h 
Ce)^, or Andaman and Nicobar Is. A^ects bu^i<overcd rociv hHh and 
wooded country with outscoured ravines, and old mango onianh and 
groves of andent trees in the nei^bourhood of culthadoa and viEira; 
parnal to steep earth banks and day diSs of dry nullahs and rivers. Not 
uncommon injcroded scnn-dcscrt thorn jungle, but avoids both pure desert 
tracts and humid evergreen forest. 

EzirdirsicL Arakan (Burma). 

CE^^RAL HABITS. Largely nocturnal, but may frequently be seen perched 
on a pinnade of rock or nmilar exposed situation before sunset and ti3 

long after sunrise. Spends the dastime in the sedusion of a thickly foKagtd 
bough or in a fissure of roci^ sheltered ledge on a day-cliff fiaaHng a xarae, 
or among rmned and deserted buildings. When Hushed wiS fly considerable 
distances in open sunshine ^sith no apparent discomfort, and has been 
observed pouncing on a bull frog in broad da)dight (Magrath). Flics vdth 
slmv* deliberate fiaps interspersed with long bouts of gliding on ou&tretcbed 
wings, usually fairly dose to the ground. Refuge by day probably sought 
largely in order to escape the mobbing and chiviTicg wbidi it invariably 
rccervts fi^rn all diurnal birds as soon as it shows itsdf. Issues forth at 
sundo%s'n heralded by a deep resounding double hoot 

FOOD. Predominantly field rats and mice. In the c^-shaped cast-up 
odJeo freely littered bdo\s' nests and daj-time rtUcats, rodent fur, bones 
and skulls arc almost in\‘ariably the chief component Thus the Krd a cf 
major significance to agricultmal economy. Also eats birds {remains of 
peafowl, partridge, and roller identified in stomach contents), reptiles, frogs, 
crabs, and large insects. 

VOICE and CALLS. A deep, resonant, hollow (accent on second 
syllable which much prolonged) repeated at micr^alj; net p^culriy loud 
but with 3 curious penetrating and far-carrying quality- ^ 

been rendered as a deep and solemn iftr-gsm or At nest 

cornered, snaps mandibles loudly, produdng a loud fcui, (wc the 

clicking of one’s tongue against the palate}, and hisses menanngly, flu*-ng 
its pininage and ^reading out the winp at the rids*- 
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BREXODCG. 5VarcT., ori-crall October/No\’embcr to May, chiefly February 
to .April, but peak periods vary locally. Aert, no structure; eggs laid on the 
bare soil in a saucer-like scrape, geaei^y on a sheltered ledge of rock or in 
a recess in a clay-cliff flanking a rasinc; sometime on the ground under a 
btah or tree. Eggs, normally 4, sometimes only 2 or 3: white with a faint 
crc2any tinge, broad roundish cr-mls, smooth-textured and often with a slight 
gloss. Average size of 40 ^gs from Kashmir 58-1 x 46-0 mm. [of six 
60-1 X 47»3mm- (Osmaston)J,of lOOfrom the Pcninsula53-6 x43*8imn. 
(Baker). Share of the sexes in incubation, and period, unrecorded. The 
considerable disparity in grmvih of young in the same brood suggests that 
eggs arc laid at longer than 24-hour intervals and that incubadoa com- 
mences with the first egg, WTien a nest with chicks is approached the 
parents firquently resort to dh'crsionary tactics, feigumg v.ing injury ‘ by 
turning from side to side srith their heads dmvn and flapping their wings 
like a beheaded chicken, squealing at the same time * (Dharmakmnarsinhji). 

.Mcszmf PiACXom. Tarrm frilly fraihered to toes. Feet exccptJozizUy powerful; 
claws well curved, the inner or 2nd claw longest. Third primary (as.) longest, or 
3rd and 4th subequal. Tail moderately long and slightly rounded. For details of 
plumage see Baker, loc. ciL This is a s*ariable race with paler (more bufi^ and darker 
(more rufous) phases and a cline in size — largest in N. India, smaller in the south. 

itEAsvREsmvn 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

7 364-390 42-47 69-76 185-195 mm. 

3 9 9 375-425 44-46 70-75 205-227 mm. 

(S.A, FCW) 

^\lng 10 d''0’’ 358-391 (av. 370); 12 9 9 376-403 (av. 387) mm. — Vaurie. 

^Vcigbt 1 o' 1100 gm. (GD), 

COLOLTU OF BARE PARTS. Iris bright oraugc-yeHow OT fcddish Orange. EUl homy 
brown; mouth pink. Feet dirty* greyish brown; clawa benny black. 

inscELLAXEOt^ In most parts of India the large owls arc considered 
birds of ill omen, foreboding death to one of the inmates of a house on svhich 
one happens to settle at night and call. There is a great deal of folklore 
connect^ with these binis, and some fantastic beliefs and superstitions 
whicli oDmmand wide credulity. Here arc rtvo popular redpes: 

1. Keep an onvl without food for right da>x. Thereafter beat it well 
srith a stick when it will begin lo talk fluently like a human (language 
unsperifiedi) and tell your fortune with infallible accuracy. 

2. Keep an owi in a dark chamber; give it no food. Drive a nail in the 
centre of the room and tic the bird to this b>' one ofits legs. Sit near the bird 
for an hour cver>' day and chant the prescribed mantra (wonls not dis- 
closed’) After 40 da>4 put the dead Hrd in a sack and hang up finm the 
cctling of the room for a further 21 dap. Thereafter separate the bones 
from the rest and go to the bank of a ri%-cr where nobody must see you. 
Pick out the bones one by one and threnv them in the water. Tbe bone that 
swims like a snake, keep that; >-ou will get your heart’s desfres for c^-ermore! 

• Bt-EO .NiTAiXN'sa Hodgson 
Key to the Sabeperie* 

AesLur^ pectonJ tod cffcnw-E » golda tinsrc..B.t 
No pectoral tod ra 


628. Foi^EagI<t.<»wL.SEfi>e>tfcJtf»=>fito£tHodg!on 

FoJo jo^atoir Hodpoo, 1836, Allot Ro- 19: 172 (Nepal) 

/falsa /<rf?rcl£f jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. So. 10: £9 (Malabar) 
Bain-, FBI No. 1663, VoL 4: 4IB 
Plate 53, fig. 2 

LOCAt. .SAsm. Hshi, Hoba chal (Nepal); Afijiri (Bhutaa); t'o«a, /TalsriV' 
(\Talay alam ) ; J)s9 hs ga isis (Cachar). 

SIZE. Pariah Kile i; hcasicr built; length e. 63 cm. (25 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A laigc, pos\'crful, noctumal brown owl wtb two 
out\>'ardly slandng erect black-and-white * horns * or car-tufa 
head, fully feathered lege, and then: cya (crafre orange in Grrat 

Adult. Atace, darh brovm scalloped ssath buff. BAer, fulvous ...» 
haired sWth blaciish on throat and breast, the ban brtaldng up into cfcesTca- 
like spots on abdomen. Sexes alike. , k-W 

Young (immature) pale buff, whiter on head, barred ^ . 

srith dark brosML Tail and wings as in adult: dark brown with 

FTATLX, DisTRiBlrTio* and HABITAT. Thc submontanc —-.rin 

Hirnalayas up to c. 2100 m. (normaUy to e. 500-1200 ra.) ^ . 

eastv\.ard through Nepal, Siildm, Bhutan, and N’EFA (?). Palatis. 

and south of Brahmaputra river, Nagaland, Manipur, 

Peninsular India in the AVestem Ghats and assoaaicd *- 

Bclgaum (c. 16=N. lat.) south through westem M>-!ore and Kera^ 
Shetraroy Hills (southern Eastern Ghats). Affe« dme ‘ u 

deciduous forest as in the tropical salle}e, tcrai and diiars in » 

sholas in the southern hills. ... , _ T»,.n,-d. 

ExtrdiraUd. North and central Burma. Recorded also fro 
Laos and central Vietnam. . 

ccXZMLHAsm. Largely nocturnal, spending the da) , ^ ..x! 

densely foliaged bough in deep forest or shola; sometimes ;,f 

ten hunl^arinldajmZ -At cv^ dusk ^ 

clearings or streams in quest of pre)-, hot is _.i opaKe 

does most ofits hunnng within the forest. A poulieiig on 

of overpowering such large birds as peafoivl and 

dtem w-hHe asleep at thdr m'ghtly roosu in “ 

itioo. Chiefly game birds Uke the above, and 
kill jackals, hare, and fowns of barfang deer; also eats hiaitli, 

'^vo.cm and caixs. ‘A low. deep rmd 

Qetdon). A long^lrawm Htc-hke whisdc, .^diedUboCra! 

m-ght, has drcumstanrially been attrib^ed to this osd , bkm 

bl^.ctirdling shrieks lu of a wennan being str^gW.-^ 

thc name * Devil Bird ’. However, the true identity efthe Draoi ter 

5rar.-i, in die Himalayas Febniary-Mar^i.ja ^ 

December-January. In N CadrarB^er eom- 

in an andent tree, or a I ^/or horirontal 

mission. Sometimes the egg n laid on the ^ 0^.3] „ii}, a smooth 

(mure in a rock scarp. Eif. a singieton, white, roundnh oval wi-. 
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sarlace. Average size of 10 egg? 61-2 X 49-9 znm. (Balcer). Share of -the 
sexes in incubation, incubation period, and other facets of breeding biology 
unlmo^vn. Reported to be very fierce and aggrcssh*c in defence of its egg or 
nest-young. 

Museum Diagnosis. For detaib of plumage, sec Baker, loc. dL "Wins more 
rounded than inSaio tube: 4th and 5th primaries (as.) longest. Differs froTn that 
spedcs also in the character of the juvenile plumage v.*hich is quite distinct from that 
of the adult. 

Young (juvenile plumage). Abort, induding lesser and median cm*crt 3 and 
tertiaries, white, washed with •w*arm buff except on crown and hind nape; spotted 
or barred on the head, barred on the hiijdneclc and rump, and cres c ent-barred with 
dark brown cbovherc. Face j-ellowish white. Seloic, white, washed with buff and 
barred with dark brown. Tail and wings as in adult: dark brown with fulvous bars 
(Whistler). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus TaB 

(from feathers) - 

o'? 425-470 52-54 e. 60-62 229-250 mm. 

(Baker) 

South Indian birds smaller than Himala>'an. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bim^Ti OT hazcl brown. Bill dull wax-ydloiv to 
^dlow. Toes dusk>’ yellow; claw pale homy, darter at dps. 

629. Ceyloc "FcTcst Hagle-Osvl. Bubo nipaltnsis blight Leggc 

Bvho lUghi Leggc, iS/B, Bds. Cc>’Ion, pt I ; 133 (Kandj-an district, Ce>ion) 

Not in Baker, FBI* 

LOCAL NAMES. Lo^u hahenUna (Sinhala); Ptrija andsi (Tamil). 

SIZE. Pariah Kite 4-» heavier built; length c, 63 cm. (25 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 628, q.v. A large powerful oavI, brotvTi above, 
b^o^'’n-ba^^cd whirish bdoiv, with two long car-tufts, feathered legs, and 
brotm eyes. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Racc peculiar to Clc>ioD. Resident; 
‘’Widely scattered, in verj- small numbers, throughout the lai^r forest 
tracts both in the Io^vlands and in the hills to over 6000 feet [c. 1800 mV 
-^Phillips. 

general habits, food, voice and calls. As in 628, q.v. Normal call 
* a deep, deep mumble or human-soimding snore ’ (Phillips). 

Identified as probably the authentic Dc\il Bird. Hemy* (1955: 197) 
'bdicvcs that the dreadful shrieks and strangulating noises arc merely its 

mating love-sorig *, which would also account for their rare and periodic 
occurrence. 

breeding. Season, April-May. Xest. The only authentic one described 
tvas a collection of debris in the hollow formed by the junction 'of large 
boughs, c, 6 metres up, in a big tree by a stream in heaxy* forest at c. 600 m. 
alL (Phillips). It contained a single half-grotvn young bird on 29 May. 
E^, undcscribed; presumably* as in 628. 
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hIcsEUM DtAONOsa. Smaller than the Indian race; slightly darker abo-.x, and 
with narrower and fewer bars on the underparts. But the population doubtfully 
distinct from South Indian. 

MEASUREMZNTS 

Wing BOl Tail 

(from skuH) 

So'? 370 (damaged) 50-5-55-5 184-215 mm. 

{mB.M.) -412 (mV) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 628. 

630. Dnsky Homed OwL Bubo frr«ncu£xj cormandas (Latham) 

Strix cavtnerJa Latham, 1790, Index Om. 1; 53 (Coromandel Coast) 

Baker, FBI No. 1661, VoL 4: 416 
Plate 53, &g. 3 . 

LOCAL NAMES. Gig (Sind); jdngli ghighu (Lucknmv, U.P.); RSdijo ghezdd 
(Gujarat). 

SIZE. Pariah Kite i; hcaricr built. Length r. 58 cm. (23 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large homcd otvl, similar to 627 but more grey 
or sootyMvashed rather than tass-ny, ^d ?vith paler yellow* eyes (confre deep 
orange-yellow). When perched, the horns stand erect close to each other 
like twin spires. Sexes alike. 

Adult. Overall, including ear-tufts, greydsh brown finely mottled and 
vermlculatcd with whitish, especially on imdcrparts, srith dark shaft-stripes 
to the feathers. A few buff and white spots about the shoulders. ^Ving- and 
tail-feathers brossn with pale cross-bands and tips, 

STAiTTs, DiSTRiBcnoN and HABITAT. RcsMcnt; widely distributed in wcll- 
v.*ooded, well-watered tracts throughout the subcontinent south of the 
Himalayas; Sind, Rajasthan, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh cast through the tcrai 
and duars of Nepal, Sikkim (?), and Bhutan (?) to Assam south of Brahma- 
putra river, hlanipur, and East Pakistan. Sou^ through the entire Peninsula 
to Mysore and the Nilgins; no' record further souths Affects old mango 
topes, and gitrv’cs and roadside av'cnues of ancient tamarind and other 
densely* foliaged trees, in the neighbourhood of w’ater and habitadons — 
normally in the plains. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually keeps in pairs. Very parochial, pairs often 
inhabiting the same grove year after year. By* no means entirely nocturnal, 
though usually spends the daytime in die seclusion of some shady bough, 
issuing forth an hour or so before surrset Not particularly handicapped by* 
day'light, may* frequently be heard calling at all hours of the day*, and seen 
on the move, e%*en hunting, especially in cloudy drizzling weather. 

FOOD. Small mammals, birds, reptiles, large insects, and doubtless frogs 
and fish. Among items identified in stomachs and from remains of food 
brought for ncst-young, arc hare, rats, striped squirrels, coots, pond herons, 
redwattled lapwings, once a shikra, rollers, ring doves, parakeets, house and 
jungle crows (very popular!). Also water beetles {DjsHcus sp.). The larger 
victims arc m'ideniiy decapitated at site of capture as their heads are never 
found in the pellets, and only exceptionally (of smaller prey) with the head- 
less bodies in the eyrie. 
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VOICE and calls. A deep, resonant, hollow FJ'O, H ' o , wo , ivo - o ^- o-o 
reminiscent of a large pingpong ball dropped from a height and allow ed to 
bounce itself to silence, the sounds getting fainter and quicker with each 
successive bounce. Uttered both day* and night, the birds being most noisy* 
during the rainy and cold seasons. A loud snapping lurk-tuck of the mandibles 
vrhea annoyed. 

■ eReedinc. Season, overall November to April; prindpally December- 
January in N. India; somewhat later m the south. .-Verf, of sticks, in the fork 
of the trunk or boughs of some large peepul {Ficus), kadam {Stephegyne), 
sHeesham {Dalbergia) or similar tree, preferably* standing in or near water, 
not infrequently* close to habitation. Old nests of kites, vultures, and 
eagles arc often appropriated, sometimes lined with a fcAv* green leaves. 
Eggx, normally 2- — sometimes only* a singleton — w’hitc, roundish oval, 
typical of owls' ^gs. Average size of 40 eggs 59-3 x 48*2 mm. (Baker). 

evidendy laid at inter^'als of several days, thus resulting in great dis- 
P^ty in the size of the two chicks in a nest and in only the larger and 
- stronger one usually reaching maturity*. Share of the sexes in incubation, 
incubadon period, and other details of breeding biology unknowm. 

Museum Diagnosis. For detriU of plumage sec Raker, loc. ciL 
.Chick (in down). yVhea first hatched almost entirely co^*cred with short 
Pwe white down. No tracts (Ticehurst). 

fledgeling. ‘ Overall rufous, with head and neck of a dirty grey colour, the 
plutnage ha\Tng a mealy appearance due to the longer down dps- 
Lores clothed with a mixture of brisdes and blackish shcadi-eiicased feathers. 
Vfcolc head and neck, excepting rufous car-coverts, clothed with earthy coloured 
with darker bases and greyish white tips, the whole having a somewhat barred 
this more pronounced on the head where the down is shorter. ^Vhole 
J covered with creamy rufous dotra uith a Ten%’ dark shafrs, the down of the legs 
^^^^Ujgkter and ceasing at the toes which arc sparsely covered with sprouting 
^ ^ dpp>cd with down. The scapulars and wings bear feathers of the same tint, 
, diaftid, and %*ermiculatcd with dark brown. The quills are as yet confined in 
lutsh cases, and only \isibte when the wing is lifted. The tail is merely repre- 

icntedbyatnfrofdown. 

th- ^ ^Sht yxIIo^v, pupil blue-black. BUI and cere bluish lead. Feet plumbeous, 
- *0 -s lighter and the claws darker ' (WTiistler MS.). 


\Vh 


o'? 


ing 


380-415 


^ *P=chnaa from Gujarat give 


c* <? 

99 


390-402 

403-412 


435 


Bm 

Tarrus 

Tan 

(frem fcathen) 

41-43 

65-70 

205-210 mm. 
(Baker) 

(from skuH) 

42-43 

60-61 

195-203 mm. 

46-49 

55-67 

19S-2IO ram. 

t Rajasthan : 

47 

71 

224 mm. 


(S-\) 


coLot^ or barb tarts. Iris bright s-ellow. BUI bluish ivory. Toes (uiffeathcred 
pale brown; claws blackish brmro! 


Bl*bo ZEiYLONE-NSis (GmcUn) 

Key to ribe Sobspeoes 

Smaller and darker; wing c, 355-385 z. zi^lonmsis 

Larger and paler; wing e. 375-445 mm. B. z. Uschnadi 


631. Brown Fish OwL Bubo zG^cnensis leschmcult (Tcmminck) 
Tcmminck, 1 820, PL coL, Iist. 4, pi. 20 
(Eastern provinces of India = Chandernagore) 

Stnx kord-xickii Griffith, 1829, Anim. Kingd., A\'es, 1 : 77, ex Gray MS. (Futfeghur) 
Baker, FBI Nos. 1653, 1654, VoL 4: 408, 409 
Plate 53, £ig. 8 

LOCAL names, ka ghughu, Ollu (Hindi); Bksot&cxt pechS (in mutation of its 

Bengal and East Pakistan); Hccdoo (Assam); MdcbJdmdr ghurdd (Gujarat); 
Oonidn (MalayaLtm). 

SIZE. Pariah Kite i; stouter. Length c. 56 cm. (22 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A laTgc rufous-brown * cared * owi, hcatily* streaked 
abosx srith black. Below, whitish (pale fulvous) ^^ith fine ^^‘avy brown cross- 
bars and bold blackish streaks. A prominent la^e white patch on throat and 
forcncck. Eyxs bright golden yellow. Legs naked {centra Eagle-Owl 627). 
Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Abore, more rufescent with narro\%*cr and browner 
shaft-streaks. Below, paler and duller, ^^^th the shaft-streaks narrower, and 
merely a trace of the svhitc throat-patch. 

‘ Birds in the second year are duller and paler than birds in their third 
y’car * (Bakcr).^ 

STATUS, DiFTRiBimoN and HABITAT. RcsidcnL Submontane Himalayas 
(tcrai, bhabar, duns and duars) locally to c. 1500 m. alL including Nepal, 
Sikkim, and Bhutan; the entire Indian Umon and both Pakistans from 
Punjab (Kohat and Sialkot dists.), Jammu, western U.P., Rajasthan and 
Sind, cast\>-ard through the Gangctic Plain, Bengal, and Assam soutli of 
Brahmaputra river, Manipur and Eastern Pakistan (Dacca etc.). South 
throughout the Peninsula; chiefiy plains, but locally dp to c. 1400 m., c.g. 
in sholas in the NTl^, Palni and other hills. Affects well-wooded well- 
watered country; partial to old mango topes, roadside and canal asxnues 
and densely foliaged trees along forest streams and tanks; commonly near 
human habitations. Overgrown eroded rarincs and steep riverbanks arc 
favourite haunts. 

GESZRM. HABITS. Similar to the Dusk)- Homed CKl (630) both in 
partiaUtj- for the neighbourhood of .rater and its seiai-diuraa! habits. 
Keeps in pairs, usually roosting on some sheltered bough in a leafy trrx, 
bamboo dump, or in an overgro-wm rasdne, but frequently seen abroad in 
daylight and esen hunting, especially in doudy sveather. Issues from its 
diurnal retreat s%-ell before sunset, announced by its deep booming calls. 
The bird takes up a position on a stump os-erlooking a pool, or on a rock 
in the middle or on the edge of a stream to keep a look-out for prey, often 
flpng up and dovos in the quest, at times almost skimming the «ater. Fish 
are scooped up from near the surface, not caught by plunging like the Ckprey. 
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It is fond of bathing and svill waddle into the shallotvs at the edge, shuflUng 
“anner of birds, thereafter drying and carefully preening 


FOOD. Mmnly fish, frogs, and crabs; also 
rodents, birds and reptiles (once a Varamu 
28+ cm.). Has been observed feeding on the 
putrefying carcase of a crocodile. 

VOICE and caixs. A deep, hollow-sounding 
boom-boom or boom-o-boom with a pecuh'ar reverbe- 
rating ventriloquisdc quality, repeated at intervab. 
Suddenly ‘ exploding ’ in the stillness of the forest, 
the call has a distinctly eerie effect. 

BREEDiNO. Stason overall November to March; 
chiefly January-February in N. India) December 
to March in the Peninsula. Most a cradle in the fork 
of the trunk or boughs of an ancient tree such as 
mango or Ficus, on a ledge or in a deft in a rocky 
bank, or in an old derelict mausoleum or similar 
ruin; sometimes fined with a feiv twigs. Height 
above ground moderate and variable, but never 
far from water. Occasionally an old eagle’s nest is 
appropriated. The same site is occupied year after 
year. Vicinity of nest always littered with cast-up 
food pellets and remains of its various victims. 
Eggs, 1 or 2, white, roundish, with a smooth surface. Average size of 10 
eggs 58-4 X 48'9mm. Eggs ofnorthem birds may be slightly larger (Baker). 
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Share^of the sexes in incubation uncertain; incubation oen'nrl • 

mately 5 weeks ’ (Baker). penod appron- 

Mma™ Dmonosis. A'grcttei long and pointed; facial disc iU-dcfined eroeri.ti 
above. Tarsus naked behind and usually more than halfway up in frdnt- nalJ 
much as in Osprey; likewise soles of fee. cmW 
scales. COaws large, well curved, each with a sharp cutting edre beneath. 

^w with also a sharp keel on tite side. Wings^ded not1S^g“^j 
4th primary (as.) generally longest, 3rd and 5th subeqnal. Tail modemu 
details of plumage see Baker. loe. eit. mooerate. 


MtASURSMEJm 


Wing 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

6 o':? 379-443 

49-54 

71-50 " 

7 9 p 392^30 

50-54 

-71-86 



(4 ima.) 

Weight 1 9 1105 gm. (GD). 


Northern birds arc 

larger than soulhem peninsular ones. 


T*a 

186-210 

190-207 


nun. 

nun. 


(SA. KIV. BB) 


wx (guiucii ycuow. Dill paic grecnisl 

culmen and tip. Legs and feet dmky yellow; claws homy brown. 


632. Ceylon Brown BisB^Owl. Buho zolonerms (GmeVm) 

Strix zo'^onmsis Gmelin, 17B8, Syst. Nat. 1(1); 287 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1652, VoU 4: 4Q6 

1 . 0 CA 1 . HAMEs. Botomuno (Sinhala); Beriya cniai, (fmdtdn andai (Tan^). 

SIZE. Pariah Kite stouter. Length c. 56 cm. (22 in.). 

FIELD CHA3tACTEJi5. As for 63), ■ q.v. Ear-fiifij shorter than in Eaglc-.Owl 
(629); iridcs yellow v. brown; legs unfcathcrcd. Sec Museum Diagnosis, 

STATUS, DETRIBUTIQN and HABITAT. Racc peculiar' to Ceylon; the 
commonest owl on the island. Resident and plcntiAiI throughout the low- 
jan'ds, and occurs in the hills to over 6000 feet [r, 1800 m.) — Phillipj, 
Affects forest and groves of trees near water — tanVs, and streams with 
pools. 

OENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 631. Henry describes 
the calls as ‘ doleful, and almost human-sounding moans, cemp-m^ 
answered by its mate .with an assenting oo *. 

BREEDtHc. Season chiefly January to May; occasionally July. Pfest and 
eggs as in the Indian race (631). Average size of 8 eggs 58*7 X 48*0 mm. 
(Baker). 1 

Museum Diagnosis.' Differs from the peninsular Indian population in its darker 
coloradoa and smaller size. 

' MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 365-383 mm. (as compared with UstfuneuUfiom South India d*d’ 
379-405, 9 9 392-417 mm.) — Wisdcr. ' 

COLOVRS OF BARE PARTS. As in 631. ‘ 
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633. Tawny Fisli Owh Buho fiampss (Hodgson) 

CuUranguU Flovipes Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asht. Soc. Bengal 5; 364, pi. 26 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 1657, Vol. 4: 411 
Plate 53, hg. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. Lok kyo-o mung (‘ the kyfi'O calling devU ’ — Lepcha) ; Dao hao 
ho ho, Doa bu goo (Cachar). 

SIZE. Pariah Kite stouter. Length c. 61 era, (24 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 631, but above rich orangc-mfous or tawny 
svith broad blackish shaft-stripes. Much buff on scapulars and >ving-covcrts. 
Wing- and tail-quiUs dark brown, with buff bars and dps. Below, rich orange- 
rufous tvith dark brown shaft-stripes, broadest on breast; usually a white 
throat-patch. Sexes alike. For young (immature) see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. The outer Himalayas (up to c. 1500 
m.) from Kashmir (?) easttvard through Himachal Pradesh, Garhtva), 
Kumaon, Nepal, SiHdm, Bhutan and NEFA (?). Assam hills north and 
south of Brahmaputra river, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo, and East Pakistan 
(hill tracts). Affects forested banks of hill streams. 

Extrahmiial, W, China, N. Burifia; lower Yangtse Valley; Formosa; 
Indochinese countries — Peters. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to Brown Fish Owl. Crepuscular and partiaUy 
diurnal; often on the move and even hunting during daylight apparently 
with no discomfort. Perches on high trees overlooking water and swoops 
dowm to capture prey from near the surface in the manner of the fish eagles. 

FOOD. Chiefly fish, crabs, lizards and large insects. Also rodents (* once 
remains of a small porcupine about a nest*— Baker) and game birds as 
large as junglefowl and pheasants. 

^ VOICE and cAlxs. Seldom recorded. A deep whoo-'hoo\ as also in B, 
Ztylonensis, has a curious mewing call, very like that of a cat — Baker, 

BREEDING, little knowD. SrosoR (in Assam) December, January, and 
February. Arsl, sometimes eggs laid in a hoUo\v in a ravine- or river bank, 
but mostly (in Cachar, vide Baker) in old dilapidated nests of fish eagles, 
quite high up in trees, \rilh no at^pt to repair them. Bggs, normally 2, 
sometimes only a singleton, white, roundish ovals, very similar to those of 
631. Average size of 10 eggs 57* I X 46-9 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes 
in incubation, and incubation period, imperfectly known. The birds, female 
jn particular, said to be very bold and truculent in defence of the nest. ^ 

Museum Diagnosis. Tarsi feathered for about one-third of their length belwd, 
and for about two-tfurds in front and at the sides. For details of plumage sec Raker, 

(immature). A o' and a 9 uken in Nepal, described as follows: 

■ Compared with adult birds, the juv. 9 (18 May) has the upper plumage mtfi 
distinct spots, and narrower and brmvner streaks; its under plumage is downy, 
ehin white, and the streaks finer and paler; and its tarsi are cove^ with down 

UP to about 24 mm. above the base ofthcnuddle toe. The juv. (Jv(june2) u very 

similar to it, but svilhout spots on the upper plumage ' (Busvas), 

Bill Tarsus Tail 

' 60-ti7 215-22? mm. 

410-4bb c. 48-50 


Wing 

410-455 
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COLOURS OF BARE PART5. Ifts >’cllow. Bill bomy black, jomelimes ycllovmh ai 
extreme tip; cere dbgy green. Legs and feet yellowish grey, dingy greenUh or ihty 
green; claws homy black. 

Genus Nyctea Stephens 

Byctea Stephens, 1826 (1825), in Shaw’s Gen. Zool. 13 (2)t 62. Type, fcy lau<on>Tny 
and monotypy, Strix erminxa Show = Strix nyctea Lintneus = Strix Jfoxdiue Liwvscns 
Aigrettes very small, hardly visible; feathers of face and legs extremely long ^d 
hairy, almost concealing the bill and toes. Under lail-covcfts very long, reaching 
almost to end of tail; otherwise wings and tail as in jSu&o. 

Contains a single Holarctic breeding species, accidental to our area* 


634. Snowy Owl, jt^efea scandiaca (Linnatus) 

Strix srooJiuo Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Not., ed. 10, 1 : 92 (' Habiiol in Alplhm Up- 
poniac ’ « Fn. Succ., Aves, no. 46, there based on a drawing by Rudeheck) 
.Baker, FBI No. 1665, Vol. 4: 420 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded, 

" SITE, Pariah Kite ±; stouter. Length e. 61 cm'. (24 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A laigC pUTC wHUc rOUnd-hczdcd 

flecked and barred with sepia brown, with densely feathered legs, niq 
and umnbtakabic. Sexes alike, but female considerably larger. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A Specimen once taken ( a i 
c, 1876) at Mardan in W. Pakistan (c. 34“I4'N., 72°5 £.) , „ 

examples claimed to be seen by shikari at the same time. E'T cn y 
accidental waif during an * exodus year ^ tvhen the 3 pcci«, pw . 
owing to food-scarcity cycles, irrupts enormous distances south o * 
range. No subsequent record. t_ 

Extralimital. Breeds in the northern parts of ihc'Holarcuc tc^on. 
Eurasia, migrates south in’winler to central Europe and | 

OENERAL HABITS. A pOSVCrful diumal owl with bUZ2al^'l**‘C fljs ' 
times chasing birds and striking them dovm in the air hke a co 
largely on rodents and other small mammals. irc 

Museum Diagnosis. For bionomics, structure, plomagcr, ^nd oi er 
Witherby, 1938, 2: 889-12. ‘ 


UZASUROUaitTS 

Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from base of 



393-415 

feathers) 

30-38 

55-65 

195-225 tout. 

9 9 425-460 

— 


(IVlthcrby) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS- Iris goWcn. BiU and clivA bUctuh hom. 

Genus Glaucioium Boic 

CUaddiurr^ Bore. 1826. 1.b von Oken. Bd. 2. ocl. 970. JlT'. b? 

' don, Linnaeus (Gray, 1840, Lut Gen . t 

a Riplvy, S. D.. 1948, ^sohiira 33: 199-202 

No «l-tufw ot mgredes. DilTcSS from Stbesr ^ ^ 

ImutkI initod of spotted. Cere swollen; nastnls lubulir. Twi 
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covered abo\*c with bristles. Wing more rounded than in Athene i Ut primary (as.) 
very short; 3rd, 4th or 5th quill longest or the three subequal. 

Genus represented throughout the Old World, and also in C. and S. America. 

Key to the Species 


/ . Page 

A A distinct collar; -wring under 105 mmC. G.bndiei 285 

B No collar; wing over 110 mm. 1 

1 Primaries barred dark brown and whitish G.CKodoidee 289 

Primaries barred black and. rufous ^ G. radiakm 266 


635. Collared Pygmy Owlet. Glmiddimr. brodUi hrodiei (Burton) 

Atfftaa Brediei Burton, 1836 (1835),. Proc. 2ool. Soc. London: 152 (Hmiaia>'a 3 ,' 
restricted to Simla by Baker, 1927, Fauna 4 : 450) 

A'oetoa toiigrr Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 175 (Nepal) 

Glsnadhm hrodiei garoense Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 45 (Tura) 
Baker, FBI No, 1696, Vol. 4: 450 
Plate 54, fig. 7 

LOCAL KAStE, Doo ichit-tekit (Cachar). 

SIZE. Quail i; length c. 17 cm. (6| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A channing diminutive owl, a passable nnniatuie 
of the better known Barred Owlet (639). Overall, barred grey-brown %s’ith 
a prominent -wlntc supcrdlium, rufous half-collar on upper back, and white 
patch on throat Also has a dimorphic rufous or chestnut phase. Sexes alike. 

From behind, the hind collar together with a black spot on each side 
of nape look deceptively like a staring owFs face! 

STATUS, DisnuBUnoK and habitat. The Himala^'as from Qiitral 
through Punjab, Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, 
Sikkim, Bhutan, and NEFA. Assam hills south of Brahmaputra river, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo, East Pakistan hill tracts (?). From the sub- 
montane terai and'duars up to c, 3200 metres altitude. Affects open bill 
forest of oak, rhododendron, fir, deodar, etc. 

Extraliirntal. Extends to S. China (north to An^vhei), south to the Malay 
Peninsuia and northern Vietnam; Hainan I. (Peters), 

GENERAL HABITS. A vcT)' diumal little owl, usually seen singly perched 
close to the trunk on some thinly foliaged branch in a tall forest tree. Flies 
about freely in open sunshine, even himting and calling persistently at 
midday. Is also crepuscular, but far less nocturnal than many other owls. 
Fli^t, a scries of rapid wing-beats punctuated by pauses. Suffers ceaseless 
mobbing and chiv\'ying from small birds during daytime, svhcnce it has 
been pertinently suggested that the peculiar staring face-like markings on 
the hindhead may be of value in discouraging attacks from the rear. So 
great is the animosity for it among tits and other birds that a mixed rabble 
can often be decoyed by imitating its calls. Extremely bold and fierce for 
'its size, sometimes pouncing on birds almost as large as itself, and carr^iog 
them off to a perch in its talons. The victim is piimed under foot and tom 
up and devoured svith %*idous upward pulls of the bill. 
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FOOD. Small birds, mice, lizards, dcadas, grasshoppers, beetles, and 
other large insccU. 

VOICE and calls. A pleasant 4-notcd bell-like whistle toot . , tocloot . ,toct 
uttered in runs of 3 or 4, repeated at intervals. The call often ends in- 
completely witlt only the tootoot. The calling bird bobs its head from side to 
side, produdng a marked vcntrUoqiual effect. 

BREEDiNc. Season, hlarch to June, mainly April-May. A'bf, an unlincd 
natural hollow, sometimes a very large one, or an old or fordbly appro- 
priated barbet- or woodpecker hole, 2 to 10 metres up in a tree-trunk stand- 
ing in fmrly open oak or other hill forest. Eggs, normally 4, sometimes 3 or 
5, white, roundish, t^^iical of owls* eggs. Size c. 29 X 24 mm. Share of the 
sexes in incubation uncertain; incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. In fresh plumage the white throat, white portions of imder- 
parts, and undcrwing, arc strongly suffused with primrose ydlow. For notes on the 
species, and break-up of over 100 skim in the BriL Mus. collection into 6 colour 
groups irrespective of provenance, sec Kinncar, Ibis 1937 : 490-1 . 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bin Tarsus Tail 

o' 9 88-101 14-15 21-23 57-66 mm, 

■ (from skull) (SA, BB, Baker) 

Wdght 2 cf o' 52, 53, i 9 63 gm. (SA, SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bright Icmon-yellow. Bill greenish ^-cllow; cere 
and gape bluish- Legs and feet pale greenish yellow to olive-grc>'; daws dark homy. 

Glauodium radiatum (Tickcll) 

Key to the Subspecies Page 

A Abdomen longitudinally striated G. r, castsnonobm 288 

B Abdomen barred transversdy 1 

1 General tone distincily rufous G.r. malahcriam 283 

General tone not rufous G. r. rediaitm 286 

636. Barred Jangle Owlet. Glaucidium radiclwn radiatum (Tickcll) 

Strix Radiela 'Hckell, 1833, Jour. AsiaL Soc, Bengal 2: 572 
(Jungles of Borabhum and Dholbhum) 

Baker, FBI 1694, Vol. 4: 448 
Plate 54, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. jfdngU ckogkSd (Hinth); Kola khusSt (U.P.); ChhSta kSlper.Aa 
(Bengal); Pwidti basso (Sinhala); Sinna SrJas (Tamil); Addei pdgddigdnte (Tdugu). 

SIZE. Myna length c. 20 cm, (8 in.). 

JTELD CHARACTERS. A Small squat, round-headed owl without car-tufts. 
Above, dark brown conspicuously barred with pale rufous. Below, chin, 
moustachial streak, middle of breast, and abdomen white; rest of under- 
parts barred dark olive-brown and white or rufous-white. Sexes alike. 

A fulvous or rufous patch on imdcnving conspicuous in flight Gall 
diagnostic, q.v. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimox and HABITAT. Thc submontane Himal ayas (terai, 
bhabar, duns and duare), locally up to c. 2000 m. in the hills, from Himachal 
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Pradesh (Dalhousie, c, 76®E.) eastward through Garh^val, Kumaon, Nepal 
and Sikldm to Bhutan- South throughout the Peninsula in appropriate 
biotopes (locally up to e. 2000 m, in die Nilgiris etc.), rouglily cast and 
south of a line from Almora (Kumaon) to Baroda (Gujarat), with a western 
extension to the Aravalli Range (Mt Abu area). Replaced in the Malabar 
coastal strip from c. 16°N. (S. Konkan) southward through Kerala by thc 
race malabariam, q.v. ; resident in Ceylon — in the low-countr^' Dry zone 
^d Hill zone to c. 1 100 m. Occurrence in Assam doubtful. Baker recorded 
It as * occurring in small numbers everyn,vherc * in N. Cachar (1897, JBNHS 
11: 230), but omits it both from the Fauna and Jddijkation. Affects mixed 
moist^eciduous forest and secondary jungle; in die Peninsula, especially 
partial to the tcak-and-bamboo facies in foothills country’. 

<^‘ERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly OF in pairs. I.argely crepuscular; most 
active an hour or so before dusk and like^vise dll after sunrise; but is also 
on the move during the night, and flies about freely — and even hunts — in 
oa^tiinc, cspcdally in cloudy, drizzling weather. Normally retires during 
die day to some leafy branch or a tree hollow, perhaps more in order to 
®capc the chiv\')’iiig it invariably receives from small diumal birds than 
any handicap due to sunshine. Gives itself away by fussily dashing out 
from its retreat on the approach of a human, with rapid wing-flaps punc- 
fr«tcd by pauses; setdes in another tree a short way off, sitting upright 
^ motionless with its head screwed round to stare at the intruder, 
looting dcccpdvely like the snag of a dead branch. Over most of its 
almost invariably found in die same facies and in loose association 
''ilh tree pies- (Dendrocitta tapabunda) and racket-tailed drongos {Diervrus 
P^adisois). 

FOOD. Locusts, grasshoppers, cicadas and other large insects; molluscs, 
^rds, small birds, mice. 

%oiCE and calls. Pleasant, disdnedve, rather like distant crow of Red 
J^glccock to the uninitiated. Begins with a loud and slow k&o repeated 
followed by kdo-huk (or koof:uk), kdo-kuk, kao-kuk, kdo-kuk etc. 
® about five seconds’ duration, quickening in tempo and fading off at 
h ^ “ slighdy lowered while calling, giving the bird a 

^nchbact profile, and thc tail is wagged laterally or swnmg from side. 
. Nuptial (?) song: a soft, murical, rather vcntriloquistic, cur-cur-eSr- 
(4| times), fading towards end. Uttered (in moonlight only?) mono- 
minutes, with short pauses. Also has an occasional pleasant 
gP .g S eoniinuous wowioioioioi . . . keek, the final keek in a much higher key- 
‘SBificancc of this call not understood. 

^Erexdinc. Season, March to May; in Ceylon unknown. J^'est, a natural 
deserted woodpecker or barbel’s nest-hole in thc trunk or 
ch of a tree standing in open forest, between 3 and 8 metres from the 
X 9K ^ white, roundish, t^-pical. Average size of 28 eggs 31*5 

, tnm. (Baker). Share of thc sexes in incubation, and incubation 

P^od, unknown. 

DiAcsons, For deeuls of plumage sec Baler, loc. dt. Some examples 
^^®uch Frcycr tliari others, more particularly on lower bad and tad. This ap* 
y tinconnectcd with provenance but in the nature of individual variation, 
ttiy representing the grey phase found in most owls. 


MEASUREStEaTS 




Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tafl • 




(from skull) 



I7 

o’ if 

124-134 

18-21 

22-28 

66-80 mm. 

22 

99 

126-136 

17-21 

22-29 

63-84 mm. 


(S.-l, mV, BB) 


Weight 2 0^0^ 1 14, 114 gm. (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bright Icmon-ycIlow. Bill plumbeous to greenish 
yellow. Feet dirty greenish Icmon-ydlow; claws homy brown. 


637 Malabar Barred Jimgle Owlet. Glaundiim Tadiatum malaiannm 
(Bljth) 

Alhm matabarims Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 15: 280 
(Malabar Coast and Trasancore) 

Baker, FBI No. 1695, VoL 4: 449 

LOCAL KAStEs. Pimshi baud (Sinhala); Stratii omiri (Tamil); Oimbin nSlhi (hlila- 
jalain). 

SIZE. M^Tia ±; length c. 20 cm. (8 in.). 

nELD CHARACTERS. A small, squat, round-headed barred owl without - 
ear-tufts, very like 636 q.v. See Museum Di^osis. 

STATUS DtSTRlBirnos and habitat. Resident; Malabar coastal strip 
from southern Konkan (r. 16°N.) southward through Goa, W. M>sore and 
Kerala. Moist deciduous biotope; chiefly low-country and foothills — 
locally to c. 1500 m. altitude. Affects mixed teak-and-bamboo and similar 
open forest. 

CE.NERAE HABris, TOOD, VOICE and CAixs. As in 636, q.v. 

BREEsetG. Season, March to May. .Vest and eggs as in thc nominate race 
but 3 rather than 4 eggs reported to form the normal clutch. Average size 
of 30 eggs 30-4 X 26-4 mm. (Baker). 

Museum Diaonosis. Differs from nominate seEctva (636) in bong much darker 
and more rufous — practically bright chestnut in some specimens — especially on 


Tamts Tan 

e, 22 65-69 mia. 

20-22 62-68 nan. 

(SA) 


638. Oiestmitbaeked Barred Owlet. Glaindhrt reSatum casUsrjestsei 

(BI)-th) 

AHeee astamla BI>lh, 1 852, CaL Bds. Mus. AsiaL Soc. 1 : 39 (Ceyloa) 
Baker, FBI No. I693, VoL 4: 447 
Plate 54, fig. 5 

I,ocAL NAMES. Pdndss basso (Si nbal a) ; Svma £ndai fTantil). 
nzE. Myna — ; length e. I9 cm. (7i in.). 


the upperparts, wings, breast and flanks. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BHl 

(from skull) 

4 c?<? 128-135 1&-22 

5 9 9 124-134 I9-21 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, As in 636. 
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riELD cK-^Ractejis. As of 636, q.v^ also without ear-tc^a, but xqsper- 
pam cbotnat, narrosi^y crcss-boxrcd with wiate, Icnc- 

tudinally streamed with o5ve'4rcwn on abdouxa iujCead of br^ rry^ , 

aEbe. 

s^atls, c2STRiFCT702'f and HABITAT. Rcudsit; rucc peculiar to Gejioa. 
Widdy di^trihutfid ia small mimbcn throughout the dense f ores t s of die 
Wet zone aadTrestern aspect of the hills tofe00ft[ci 1950 ra.] — Phlfes. 
Its range reported to be dwindling owiug to clcaranee of forests for planta- 
tions etc. 

czNEJiAi. HABITS. Frcqucats the tops of tall trees, usually on steep hHl- 
sides. Very diumal in habhs, often hunting and eallVng - ia broad day^^^ 
but very shy and wary, and seldom seen (Henry). 

FOOD. Mhinlyinsccssjalsoiaicejsiuallhirds, liaards, etc. 

VOICE and calls. ‘A. curious note like Jbmr ireur fr.—rr irezr (the r 
accentuated) which cSirries a long distance * (Henry). 

EBExocTC. Secserzy March-hlay. Sat and e^s as in 636 and 637, but 
connal clutch or2 eggs, measuring r. 35 X 2S nun. 

McsjXjc IhAc:^iS3. For detaxh cf pierage see Haber, loc. cit. 

KSAsmtncjrjj 



"ras 

EHI 

(&cm faien} 

Tanus 

Ta3 

o’? 

122-132 

17-18 

25-2S 

56-65 1==. 
(Eaier) 

1 9 

137 

(nxoclaay) 

15 


64 cun. 
(SDR) 


coujcss or BABB PAjcTS. Irh ydlow. Eni yeSewhh cr hemy; cere 

dtsiy g i err.alu Feet gr e euah o 2 ve; sdes paler and mere y^ew. 

GiAucmnrar c u cu i oma (Mgers) 

Key to the Sahspedes 

A Upperparts dari rc&us-hnrnm . . , * C, e. essiirsst 2 S 1 

B Upper pasa Harthh brown .........C. c.assinda 229 

C Upperparta care pure brown, less rufous than c ui grt si bet mere 

rufous than rareiriij C.c.r^eass 291 


639 - 'West HirnaTayan Barred Otrlet. Glasi£ssn esrhidsr 
(\^gors) 

Asrie: CKuhi&r 1631, Proc. ZociL See. I-cedos: S 

(Hcnalayaa, Le. Sicsla-Almcra dhniei) 

Bairr, FBI Xo, 1669, VcL 4: 444 
plate 54, fig. 6 

Locu. X.OC3. Bedi iizisl (Hiedi) ; Tcthrrt (Lepeha). 
smn. Myna lengdi c. 23 cm- (9 in.). 

FTETJ) characters. RcscEibles Eaircd Jun^e Owkt ( 636 ) but is larg e r , 
A d ump y * hornless * dari brown (cr dh-e-^arown) owlet, desdy barred 
with wM 6 di above and below*. Abdo m en whithh with Icsgimt^ml darf: 
striatrens. A proau neat white threat-patch. Seres aHlce. 

1 ) 


2S0 


STKIGIFOHMES 


Young ^ 


zej. Eaired csdy ca w—s s=d taH. GencraTT 


sepe 


rc&cs, with the bead and narc spetmd widi paler ndcus, ahd uairearu 
stieahed. 

5 TATC 3 , nnraiBUTTOX and EAnrcAr, The ou:-r -w 

Mcnre ia Fsistsz eastwart! fcccii KajJ—r, 

Gaifcws!, Ki==ion, a=d \ V. SiSi=!; &cni tia c= ta c 2 imT 

— localJy to c. 2700 ra.; pcsEHr jcasocU aloaaSal aSct t 

font of pioo, cat, riododsdron, etc.; also icbtrcicjl E-d'tc?- 
grecEjtc^Jeattiielovn— ■devefes. . ' 

C 3 CHS. 41 . E-^Ks. Cfacriccs ard hrgdy dhccal; c£ca fcoed jiria-cc: 

cs bare hractics or dead tec-sSEcps ia koed iccEjic aad t=c-^^ 2 c— •- 
at antoca cf die day. Has bee= ekemsi poccdcs w a 
c*~i) fiyicj past, a=d citHdcj it ia ca air Eia a 2 a.fi (Dadi— 
JBNHS 13 : 530 }. Scijectcd to r riccL'c f s ciaTvj— 2 :j- fctdici, tS 3 ,'j 3 
otiscr ataaH birds as soon as ia pres ea ca b carcad. Sa sacc-Ek —A- 
dteir cobiacs atiaiis, betray—^ is asiadca ccly iw rtfiatc:; fc, t£ 
laterally ^oat lid- to sHe) — &r natty taiaatas at a dee. fEdti » a* 

otitc aa^ owb, wavy aad Sppias — ; a scras cf treia dscs £Ccrr;d tr a 

pacse widi the wings dosed. 

roon. Beedes, grasshoppers, desdss, and ether hrge rmects; Eanh, 
micr, smaS feds. ^ , 

vons and calls. Heard at aH bcurs c ! r v ' ^ daythne, be: h not 
notsy at dawn and tS a couple cf hours after sunrise. Xctnal call, a «- 
cendo harsh squawis sounding * as £f the herd was tryinr to rhe o 
great cHcrt which cads suddm^ and cnemeesdiy * (Cfanamm). In de 
breeding season a cendnnets bubbling nnsical wihde g i;j:fjwT.- ' i.a ‘ !:u 'ggg ra 
etc. cTe. 4 to 7 seconds* daratron, remmheen: cfche cpmmg ccces tn de 
caG cf the Grwn Earfcet (Afigdhene crTiems}- Also cccsssccair a 
of this, zrcixrsdd ... I etbasm Barred Jun^ Owict ( 536 ). 
ssEsniN-n. SrszsTt, .Anr 2 -May. Sai, an cniined na rural irilsrar ~ a 
L! '»bj c»ra gsrsgd prlercibiy ap p ra -ir ^ -?;^ >-. T - S -*.r<-wr>r>^y-.« V -.V, 4 - 
F^gr, normally 4 , whit^ round, typical c€ owV. Avs^n she 33 
33*6 X 30*4 mm. (Eaier). fVesnmably hem sexes brnbatr; p s hc and 
other details unrecorded. 

Mcsrrv Dun yo sa. Fee details cf jiuenge see Hiby, lec. ch. Leo dede xsd 
ruSna e ai t- gr ( 640 ), sl^ht rstergradieg whh which a ahtady epu ret h 


Chicb. Ceded with ihert white dawn 3 
scAscaaocETrs 

^^htg EH 

(remfra dr ra) 

^9 I 4 S-IE: 19-22 

Ehds turn Nepal and gr bim ghe: 

(butasstdl) 

5 e'e'' 19-21 

9 9 9 X 45 -XS 2 19-22 


Tama 
c. 24-25 


(2 sad) 


I (Taedest). 


79 - 9 C cs 
(Hihr) 


75-55 =- 
77 - 5 S c=- 
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We^t2 cf o*' 159, grn. (GD). 

COLOUS 3 C 7 BAzn PASTTs. Ids lectotj-TcCcrw. EHI ydlcwid: i 


29! 


a; ceregre 


hetsy. Feet grerah rfive-ydlew cr cuH he m y grem; daws hemy trows; pads 
chitsne yeHow. 


filO. East ESmjtlsjran Barred Owlet. C£asz£sr: axsiriia esjis^ 
Riolcv 


Clssi£=z es=dszda casSrrsa R^ey, I^'Zccicyia S3: 100 (Tern, hf=d=d Esh} 
Net in Eaier, FBI 

LOCAL Xcce recorded. 

snm. Myna letgth r- 23 cm. (9 in-), 
mm caARACTEKs. As of 639, q.v. &e Museum Di^nccs, 

STATUS, nsTRserro:^ and EAsriAr. Eas^n Hkirrrs, Bhutan, NEF.A, 
Nagaland, bum the submontane tract up to c. 2700 m. alunaie. AEectx 
open forest of pinci rhododendron, ere.; abo sub tr o pi cal and trojacal 
ev e rgree n ju n gle m the Ico thills and duars. 

JSrPuSmhd. X\V. Burma (Hninwug Valley). 
c srvZR -AL HABITS, roou, voics and calls . As m 639, q.v. 
ggryc iNn. ^rams, A ct, as in 639. 

hXtnzmr IhACMmx BiEera fices d:e cemhsate w e it gu pepdaden (S25) is 
fceiag darker and s ere ndbea, Lc. altc* 

VEismaaeorcJ 




Bin 

(&cm siuH) 
20-22 


o’ o' 130-154 \ 

9 9 15^162/ 

We^ht d* 9 150-17S gUL 
cOTxrcer cy s^<xz p.atts. At hs 639. 


Tarsus 


26-29 


Tail 

rE 2-92 cum 
\SS -94 turn. 
(FDR. SJi) 


641. BurmeM'B*TwdChTj«.G::==i£==ra=ff-i:^«^^^ 
Gk=ifi=r. rki=K Eafar, lES. SeL Efit. 0=. O. 47: 55 

(XOTS-si-Jas = Ut 24-4SO.-, !==?. 53*12^ 

Bokr, FBI Ho. Voi. 4 : -443 


a putra 


IVL X)0£S- Dea ix-n-rs-rt (Cachar). 
i. Mrai±;lo=rit.23c=.(9i=-). 

MCsIxACissj. A!rf' 639 .q.v.S«Mo^D-Jg:<«. 
iro. BiSTTascTOS a=d E.'vsrrAT. -Ason tiS sro* cf 
(Sdar. Kksn, etc.), l-tsrSpur, Mira (^, Tri ?^ Pats^ 
tbc r^*inb to C, noo =. aicrado, cc«ra=^r 
i'StO i=. .^o«s opci KS f^t rad tojKal ev^rsrrc: J=^=- 
■.-tkr’kf N: Bcrraa. X I.a«, N- V«t=3 — 


S: STB.IGIPOR.MES 

GTOS-U. E.<rrr$, roc 3 , vc^s asfi c.ujti .Ask 63 ?,q-'r.fc.^»=“^ 
&cqc=:a b 2 =ioo jra: 5 Je Fradrtg c= a jperia cf cctsc wiica »io Efts = 

kra Manra. O eariy Jc=c; ca=!y 
3 =d ^ as k 639 a=d 640 . Xcrraal da:d: 4 , bet 3 sad 5 

laid. Averanu of 46 c^js 3 o-d X 30*5 mm. (Bairn;- 
.Xfncru DLAmrom. -Vui rufbui-tOT^ rrSrxTrr 

ic.A 5 ngx 3 f?wrs 

0^9 I 4 I-I 62 cmi. (Eiier). 

coLcoRS cy s.ua p.ucxl As m 639 - 

Gcnm Xxsox Hodgsen 

. 3 ~c Kcfteoe. IS 37 , Miias Jocr. lit. Sc. 5 : 23 . k =>ra:«rr 5 . 

. 3 =a=«i!<ai 3 :*H=<^*a:=f 5 >=r£^^ 4 ^’ 7 i^ ^ 

Tto =t fcawiSr oTffE tk ci c.=?t= iSc b= 5 ^ 

cbdcc. Cfco r>foC<= a=d raokbekr: cesraj piicrd d=!o to “ 
3 il=Ska:?a=icrarrptt=»i' 2 a=faCi=i£i=tcr_^iri«^^ ^ IL^To=> 
(as.) feEcost; Ik oboe; = 7 tb. Ta 2 csMKiray Sa^: rccaM *- -r- 
feakorgi; iqraK sra^ 

Xo. ZoiJrfi *=6 MsfiJsastar. Two jpoCT »ii= Era=- 

&ytad«Sp« 5 *» 


Okrai sccTctAiA {RaS =5 

Krr to tie Sob»p«i» ^ 

A Lo«Ti==^*E==e= 6 Kirbrae::<pSs=«fc^ 

I ^ 

neaET fotoTK 2CS taK •■••”•. 

X Darfco: tie bet: =!=rTtra*= Exits dKiB, or 

^^’'.^;iairEirrrrTrEoiit!rabdrSF=^^===^?^ 5. 

, . , ^.t.£<rK"- 

cute the bacx. • 

642 . I=<EaaBr<mKH*wi 4 >xrL. 3 raK»iSftf=^‘'-^ 

53 , J rur. Adst. Sec- E<e?al 2 : 572 

Eifcr. in K=t ISS, VcL 4 : 454 
' Plate 54 . fig. !4 

:«»aE CU-fii/ CHixE:: rf 4^41 <S=S^’': 

FSStsra i; b=s* r. 32 c=. {kj t=..- 
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nos chakacters. A very hawk-like owl, dark greyish brown above, 
with whitish forehead and irregular \vhite patches about the shoulders. 

SeloWf diroat and fbrcneck fulvoUs, 
streaked with brown; rcs^of under- 
parts wHte wth large drops of red- 
dish brown forming broken bars. 
Tail barred with black and tipped 
with white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBimONand HABITAT. 

Resident. The outer Himalayas and 
submontane tracts from about 
Murree in W. Pakistan eastward 
through Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhutan 
to NEFA and Assam north of Brahmaputra river. Southwa^, excepting 
the arid tracts in the northwest (Sind, Rajasthan, N. Gujarat), \rid^y 
but locally distributed through northern and central India, cast to 
Bengal, Orissa, and N. Andhra. Southern limit uncertain; an example 
collected in Greater Bombay (r. 19®N. lat.) is intermediate between 
this and hxTsulay while 2 specimens firom Madras (r. IS^N. lat.) in the B.M- 
seem referable to this paler northern race. Has been recorded in the past 
from Mt. Abu, but no recent confirmation thence; may occur in Gir fortf t, 
Saurashtra. Affects forest, well-wooded country, and groves of tr e es, pard- 
cularly in the nrighbourhood of water and lining foret streams and nullahs 
— often close to habitadon. 

OEKBRAL HABTTS. Crcpuscular and nocturnal. Keeps singly or in pairs 
which spend the daytime cuddled close together up in the seclurion of a 
'shady branch often thickly smothered with creepers. But when disturbed 
will readily fly out to another trro through the dappled sunshine without 
any apparent discomfort. Flight (rapid vdng-beats and glides), and manner 
of alighting at die end of it — sweeping upward to settle on a branch * — 
characteristically hawk-like. Is no rmally not abroad before darkening dusk, 
but may sometimes be on the move during daytime in cloudy weather. 
Perches upright on a post or tree-stump at dusk — usually the same, mght 
after night — keeping a look-out for prey, from time to time sprinpng up 
vertically a metre or more in the air to take a passing insect in its claws, aud 
diring.back to the perch in the manner of a bidbul catching cringed termite* 
Also flies about in the gathering dusk like a nigh^ar, hawking beetles in the 
air. 

FOOD. Large insects such as beetles and grasshoppers; frogs, lizartisi 
small birds, mice, and occationally (or regularly?) sTnall bats. 

VOICE and calls. Very distinctive and diagnostic. A rather soft aud 
pleasant, almost musical, eo . . uJt, oo . . uJt, oo . . tiJt, etc, in runs of 6 to 20 
calls (mostly 9 to 13) at the rate of about one per second, with a pause 
of a few seconds between each run. Very vocal during the breeding season, 
calling more or less continuously for hours on end, particularly during 
moonlit nights. Two birds (<f and 9 ?) will join in irregular ducts, or 
several birds in the distance will answer one another firom all directions. 
Has a specially noisy round of calling in the tvdlight of dawn before retiring 
for the day. In cloudy weather occasionally also calls in daytime. 
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HXASDazUEKTS 

Wing BUI Tanus Tail 

6*9 206-222 e. 21-22 24-25 128-134 mm. 

(6rom feathers) (Baker) 

COLOURS or BASE PASTS. As in 642. 

844. South Tniltaw Brown Hawh-OwL J/inox scutulata kirsuSa 
(Temnunck) 

Sbix hxrsuia Temminck, 1824, PL coL, livr, 49, pL 289 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1702, VoL 4: 457 

iocAL HAKES. CBgkSd bSsTO (HGndi); PdgidigSnU tutam (Telugu); Pimchi tassi 
(Sinhala); Siima Sndai (TamU); PSlUmStJU (Malayalam). 
nzK. Kgcon length e. 32 cm. (12| in.), 
miD CHARACTERS; As of 642, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnotis, 

•TATus, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Southcm India from about the 
latitude of Bombay (c. 19°N.) throu^ Maharashtra, Go;^ Mysore, westefn 
Ta m il Nadu and Kerala. How lar cast needs to be determined since two 
specimens from Madras city in the British Museum appear to belong to the 
**prthcm form /ugu^ml Rcridcnt in all zones in Ceylon; locally and sparsely 
^^tributed throughout the lowlands and up to c. 1300 m. m the HUs. Affe<^ 
finest and well-wooded country, and kampongs around habitations, c,g. 
Kerala, 

oinxral habits, food, voice and calls. As in 642 and 643, qq.v. ^ 
*RFeding, 5eartm, January to May; in Ceylon March— April and also W 
November, Afrrt and eggs (2 or 3) as in 642. 

Moteuu Diaohoss. Very like hmtutmai (643) but itUl darker. Head 
, than back and more slaty brown, less red-brown. very ririily cdlourcn, 

ooder wing- co ver ti and arillaries profusely barred writh dark brown, 
»«ASOaEMEHn 

Wing Bin Tarsus Ta3 

5*9 190-212 22-24 24-28 112-122 mm. 

(from skull) (S A HW) 

Wright f. 8 ox. (227 gm.) — Hume, 
oototmi OP BARE PARTS. As in 642. 

645. Hume’s Brown HawIc-OwL Amor scu tu la ta obscura Hume 
Jfbax obusrtts Hume, 1872, Stray Featiiers 1:11 (Camorta, Nicobars) 
Baker. FBI No. 1703, VoL 4: 457 
Plate 54, fig. 13 

local Ha ke s. None recorded. 

Kgcon — ; length c. 31 cm. (12 in.). 

” 211 ) characters. As of 642, q.v., but overall deep chocolate-brown. 
See Museum Diagnosis. 

ftatus, distribution and HABITAT. RctidcnL Andaman and Nicobar Islan 
Affects forest about the settlements, pud rubber plantations, etc. 
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BREEDiNO. Curiously cDOugh almost nothing knmvn concerning this race 
beyond that Osmaston once found its ^gs * in* a large hold in a mango 
tree r. 8 ft, up in a compound in Debra Dun * on 1 July. The 4 ^gs 
measured c. 36 X 31 mm. 

Museum Diaqkosxs. See Key to the Subspecies; for details of plumage Baker, 
loe. dt. 


HEAnntzuom 

Wing 

Sill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(TV 215-227 

(from fralhera) 
e. 21-22 

f. 24 

124-135 mm. 

Nepal blitls give 

4 <?£? 207-225 

(from ahull) 

22-24 


(Baker) 

115-140 mm. 

2 9 9 21B-219 

21-24 

— 

126-133 nun. 

Weight 1 9 IBS gm. 

(GD). 


(BB) 


COLOURS OP BARE PARSE. Iris bright golden yellow. Bill homy slate or bluish 
black, paler at tip; cere dull green or ^cenish brown. Feet dull yellow or yellowish 
green. 


643. Burmese Brown Hawh-OwL litnox scutulata bumanica Hume 

Atsax burmanica Hume, 1876, Stray Feathers 4: 285 (Pegu and Tenasserim) 
Baker, FBI No. 1699, VoL 4: 455 

LOCAL NAME. Mch sotH (Assam). 

SEE. Pigeon Icngtii c. 32 cm. (12J in.).. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 642, q.v, Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

status, distribution and habitat. Assam south of Brahmaputra river, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo, Tripura, East Paldstan; from the lowlands to 
c. 1700 m. Affects forest and wdl-wooded country, and kampongs aroimd 
habitations; often groves of trees in jungly gardens within urban limits. 

Extralimital, Southern Yimnan, south to the Malay Peninsula, Thailand, 
and all the Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 642. Captures the fast 
and erratically flying pipistrelle bats on the wing, going through all manner 
of agile aerial contortions in the chase (McCann, JBNHS 36: 1002). ‘ Flight 
something similar to a woodcock’s; often come across when beating patches 
ofjimgle for that bird * (Wickham, ibid. 34: 63). 

BREEDmo. Season, end March to early June. J^est, a natural hollow in a 
tree-trunk, tmlined but usually littered \vith cast-up food pellets. Eggs, 3 or 4, 
exception^y 5, white, roundish, typical. Average size of 50 eggs 35*1 X 29 • 5 
mm. (Baker). Both sexes believed to incubate; incubation period in one 
case 24 days. 

Museum Diagkosb. Differs from luguhru (642) in bring darker both above and 
briow. Head as dark as or darker than back, and much less grey. Behw, dark markings 
isually richer and larger, but this subject to considerable individual variation. 
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GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALI5. As in 642 and the other races, . 
qq.v. Beetles and grasshoppers mentioned as the two chief food items. 

BREEDINO. Little recorded beyond that B. B*. Osmaston had a young one 
brought to him on 30 May. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the other races in bring darkchocolate•bro^va, 
somewhat paler and rufous on abdomen. Forehead mixed black and white; head 
£uid primary coverts generally darker and blacker than rest of upperports. A few 
small whitish spots and bars on flanks and abdomen (risible only on lifting the 
overlying feathers). 

MEASUREKEirrS 

Wing Bill Tarsus ' Tail 

(from feathers) 

^*9 197-220 f. 22-23 r. 28 120-126 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 642 and other races. 

Nmox AFFiNis Beavan 
Key to the Sahsperies 


Wing under e. 1 70 mm. /f, e, e£inis 

Wing over c, 180 mm A*, a. isoUla 


646. Andaman Brown Hawlc-OtvL Jdnox aj/mis afinis Beavan 
JVmox a^is *Tytlcr’ e= Beavan, 1867, Ibis: 316 
(Aberdeen Point, Port Blair, Andaman Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 1700, VoL 4: 456 

LOCAL HAKES. None rec o rded. 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c. 28 cm. (1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTEBE. Overall US of 642L, but smaflcc and vccy hcowu., 

with distinctive bright nifom-brown spotting on the underparts. Scc 
Museum Diagnosis. 

status, distributxon and haeftat. Resident; Andaman Islands. 
Distribution within the group not worked ouL 

general HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing spcdfically rccordcd ; 
presumably habits largely as in the spcdcs scutulata^ but call described by 
A L. Butler {vide Blanford, 4: 485) as ‘a loud craxo something like a G/a»- 
cidium's note and qiutc different from that of AT. scutulata in Ceylon which 
is a soft fluty disyllabic, as is also that of Af. ohsciaa 

BREEDING. Unknown. 

Museum Dzacnoss. Under wing-covcrti and axillaries normally almost unspotted 
orange-rufous, but occasionally the former more or less barred. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tama Tail 

(from feathen) 

tfV 167-169 c. 20 r. 27-28 102-106 mm. 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARS PARTS. Iiis ycUow. Bill blackiah, paler and g r een o h on culmea 
and tipa; cere dull green. Feet yeDowixh; claws black. 

> *nus, if cqn ect, » another good reason for treating eiaurs as a race cf aisd 

Bi a dixtiact i pcc ies, as has here been dooe. 
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647. Nicobar Brown Hawk-OwL Jfmox affinii isolala Baker 

Max latbdala iiotata Baker, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 47: 60 (Car Nicobar) 
Baker, FBI No. 1701, Vol. 4: 456 

ixxiAz. NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c, 28 cm. (i I in.), 

field C3IA1IACTERS. As of 646, (j.v, Scc Ivluseum Diagnosis, 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident; Nicobar Islands. So flat 
Icnown fron^ Car Nicobar, Trinkat, and Gamorta. Great Nicobar (?). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOp, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing specifically recorded 
beyond that Davison observed and shot a spedmen hav^ldng moths like a 
nighg’ar in low secondary jungle late in the evening. 

BREEDiKo. Unknown. 

Museum Djacnosq. Similar to 646 but distinctly larger and browner, less ashy 
on the upperparts. 

MEASU&EUEHTS 

Wing BiU Tarsus Tail 

cJ'9 185-205 c,22 e. 27-28 116-130 mm. 

(from feathers) (Baker) 

COLOmtl OF BAHE PARTS. As in 646. 

Genus Athene Boie 

AAme Boi^ 1822, Isb von Oken, Bd. 1, col. 549. Type, by subsequent designation, 
A, noctua (Retz.) Bole, PI. cal. 439, Sir. passerina aucL = Suix noctua Scopoli 
HtUngUmx Anonyrtmus 7= Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 ; 467. Type, by monotypy, 
Hetercghiux blacillt Hume 

Contains small owls without car-tufts ^vith the upper plumage more or less spotted 
with white. No distinct fadal disc or ruff. Cere swollen; nostril a round orifice near 
itsi anterior margin. Wing rounded: 3rd primary (as.) longest; 1st primary between 
5th and 8th, Tail moderate. Tarsus feathered to the toes which arc also covered 
above with feathers and bristles. 

Genus foimd throughout central Europe, N. Africa, and south and central Asia 
to Qiina. 

Key to the Species Page 

A Abdomen lozi^tudinally streaked A. nociua 297 

B Abdomen transversely barred I 

1 Crown distinctly spotted; back widdy int er spersed with subterminal 

spots; tan narrowly banded with white, less than 5 mm. in width; 
coUar-band broken below; while throat-patch smaller; Ist primary 
(as.)'longcrthan6th;skuUandreeCsmaUcr. ^.brama 299 

2 Crown urzapotted or faintly spotted on the feather shafts; back plain, 

spotting much reduced; taB broadly banded with white, more than 
5 mm. in width; collar-band continuous; white throat-patdi larger, 
extending to centre of abdomen; Uc primary (as.) equals 7th or 
shorter than 8th; akuU and feet more massive. A. bUwtUi 302 

Athene noctua (Scopoli) 

Key to the Sabspecie* 

Paler and smaller j wing c. 156-168 mm. A,tu hactruma 

Darker and larger; wing c. 169-173 mm. d. «. ludlowi 
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648. Hatton’s Owlet. AOam mseba haclriaui Bl)th 

AArrx taebixa, Blyd,, 1648, 6. Hutton, Jour. Arint Soc. Benpd 16 (2). ,;6 
(Old Kandahar, Afghanhtan) ‘ 

Baker, FBI No. 1687, Voh 4: 442 
Flate 54, fig. 10 
UJCAI. HAUu. None recorded. 

SEE. Myna ; squatto-, with shorter taB. Length r. 23 cm. 19 in.1 
squat, round-beaded owl. 

Adult., Above, sandy brown spotted with white; lace ' pepper-and.sah< 
superdha; a conspicuous white collar ontod^; uinn 
' ’ banded with white. white, JongitudinaUy stta^ 

a 

CTATO. DB^tmoN and habitat. Resident and feirly common: 
Baluchistan (MaW{?), Kalat, CSiagai, Quetta, Chaman, etc.) and north- 

P’^ 

e. itKKl m. altitude. Affects bare, open senu-desert country Using in bleak 
pla^ m holes m earth-diffi and high blufis ,f riven, r«ks, aid mind 
wa^, etc. Also visits gardens in cantonments ’ (Quetta, Ghristisoa). 

Exirahmtal. Transcaspla eastward to the plains of the Svt Dann and 
southward to Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan. 

HABm. Very similar to those of the commoner and mote 
laimliar Spotted Owlet (^0), q.v. Usually keeps in pain, or ftunily partio 
of 3 or 4. largely crepuscular and nocturnal, but quite >vidc awake during 
^ytime, sittmg about on posts and telegraph svircs and flying — even 
hunting — in the heat and glare of broad sunshine without any apparent 
discomfort. 

FOOD. Beetles and other insects, lizards, small birds, and mice, etc. 
VOICE and calls. A shrill but not unpleasant rather plaintiv'c 
repeated every few seconds. Presumably also other calls, but not recorded. 

BREEDING, Season (in Baluchistan) March to June, J^ests in holes in earth- 
difis, rocks, crumbling walls, or trees. Eggs, 3 to 5 or 6, wHte, round, 
typical of o^vk*, e. 32 X 28 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details cf plumage scc Bakitt, loc. oL Prcscnti a wide 
range of individual variation, the colour ranging from the normal gre^ash or undy 
brown to dark brown or dark reddtih brovm, partly but not entirdy due to freslines* 
or wear. Feathering on toes also very variable: in freshly moulted birds alwa>i more 
feathered, in worn ones more bristly. 

MSASUREMCNTS 

Wing Bill Tama Tail 

(from feathers) 

156-168 r. 18-20 e. 32 84-87 mm, 

(Baicr) 

Paludan (1959) gives for Afghan birds: Wing 8 o'tJ' 157-170; 3 9 9 169-174 mm. 
Wright 138~,172 gtru 

COLOURS OF BARR FARTS. Iris puTc »uIphur'>*riIow. Bill grcciiish yellow; ccrc 
pale greenish white. Feet greenish; claws homy black (StoUezka). 
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649, Tibet Owlet. Athene noclua ludhwi Baker 

Athene noctua luMozoi Baker, 1926, BulL Brit. Om, C21. 47: 58 
(Dochen, 15,000 ft., Rhamtso Lake, Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 1688, VoL 4: 443 

ZXKXAL NAME. Ogpa (Tibet). 

SIZE. Myna; squatter, with shorter tail. Length c. 23 cm. (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 648, q.v, Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiFTRunmoN and HABITAT. Ladakh (ssp.?) eastward prob^ly 
through the Tibetan plateau fades of N. Sikkim, N. Bhutan, and northern 
NEFA, from c. 3000 to 4600 m. alt. Affects clay cKflS and blufis of rivers 
and outscoured watercourses, stone walls of ruins, etc. 

Extralvnital. Tibet, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 648, q.v. 

BREEDiNo. Not tccordcd within our limits. Ludlow took 2 eggs from a 
nest in a hole under the caves of an inhabited Tibetan house near Gyantsc 
(at f, 3750 m,) on 9 May, measuring e. 37 X 29 inm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from A. n. baetnana (648) in being darker and larger. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wng 

Bin 

s 

Tarsus 

Tad 

dip 169-173 

(from feathers) 
18-20 


31-32 

88-96 xnm. 


(Baker) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris ydlow. Bill bright yellow. Feet grey; soles ydlow 
(F. M. Bailey). 


Athene brasia (Tcmminck) 
Key to Snbspecles 

A Upperparts earthy brown spotted with white 

B Upperparts darker - 

a Spotted with white 

Spotting considcTably reduced. . 



Page 

. .A. b. indica 

299 



,A. b. hrama 

302 

. ,A. b. tdfra 

301 
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650. Northern Spottrf Owirt- iraiim imfirii (Franklin) , 

JVtPCtei ImSa Franklin, 1831, Proc Zool. Soc. London: 115 (Banka of ihe Ganga 
and in the mountain ebaia of upper Hindoostan, Le, Uttar Pradoh) 

Baker, FBI No. 1684, VoL 4: 440 

UJCM-tMOs. OoUoo, KbSkusit, KhSsat&s, aSglidd (Hini')j Pmha (Bihar); 
Kiliri peoAa (Bengal); Deng tmg pan (Lepcha); CbitirH (Sind). 

SIZE. Myna ±; length c. 21 cm. (8 in.). 
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HELD CHARACTERS. A lamiliar squat, white-spotted gtejash brown Uttie 
owl with the typical latge round head 
(no ear-tufts) and yellow fomatdly 
directed staring eyes. Sexes alike. 

Young {immature). Ahoett much 
more marked \s'ith white, the spots 
running into definite ban, from 
breast doivn the dark marking! arc 
longitudinal. 

STATUS, DisTRiBOTioN and hasitat. 
Rtsident and generally coromom 
From the Afghan frontier (Kohal and 
Peshaw-ar dists.) eastward through 
Punjab and Jammu in the plains and along the Hitnalai'an submonUne 
Tact (tcrai, duars, duns — locally up to c. 1400 m.) through Ncpaly i nji 
Bhutan to Assam north and south of Brahmaputra river (excepting 
>ur dist) ; Manipur, East Pakistan (Chittagong and Dacca diits.) ; 
laiuchistan (Sibi and Quetta dists.), Sind, Rajasthan, and cast . 

mtirc Gangcuc Plain. Kutch, N. Gujarat, and all conrincnl^ Afi.ru 
o the 20th parallel, the boundary arbitrarily fried for convenience, 
be neighbourhood of villages and cultivation, mango topes, 

Lncient trees, and ruins. Avoids heavy forest. In semWesert 
uitable trees arc'scarcc, appropriates cavities in the sides o ravjn 
artH-cliffs, like Athene noctua. 

Extralimital. Southeastern Iran (Bampur). ^ t virrely 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs or family parries of 3 or ‘ . 

repuscular and nocturnal, but is frequently abroad — ^d even i 
a the full glare of noonday. The nocturnal habit is cvadenlly tw -ujjjj,. 
ecausc of intolerance to sunlight as in order to escape the m ^ ^ 
nd duwying it receives from all diurnal birds the inom^t d ** > 

formally retires at sunrise to the seclusion of a tree-hoHow ^ -immt 
ranch, the pair sitting cuddled closely together. psir 

^ery venerable banyan, tamarind or mango tree will ho d a ^ 

r two of these little owU, and one has but to tap on die t,olW or 
n inquiring and surpris^ little staring face to the cntntnw o 
islodgc a pair from some shady recess. The birds bctm> at 

ashing out fussily to a nrighbouring branch whcn« ther>' bo 
it: inWer ia clowimh fehioa, with the head often xerewed co»pWO> 

Issues from its retreat at dusk to perch on fenec-p^ts, 
id other points of vantage to look out for prey, pounang “ ” >_ 

V some umvary insect, or flying noiselessly across from p ,,^(a in 
qil occasionally launch ungainly aerial salhes to catch "’’’S” 

, daws, and sometimes even hover elurnsny for a few sccomh w w 
eeping prey. Commonly uses street lamps as hunting bas«, ^ 

xdes aid moths attracted to the light as 

umination, and reluming to the perch. Here the ‘ the 

id devoured, the bird raising one foot to its bill imd 
sret as a oarakect docs with a nuL Fli^t, a* ofodicr 
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undulating, counting of a few rapid flaps followed by a dip with the wings 
pressed to the ades. 

food. Chiefly beetles, moths, locusts, and other insects; also carthwnas, 
lizards, nuce, and small birds. Among insects the follo\mg arc some that 
have been identified at Pusa Agricultural Research Institute: Chrotogomis 
ipp., Bracfybjpa ocheimust Cryllolclpa afneana^ Cdharsms sabaeus, OnAopkegus 
sfhdfcr, and various coprids and carabids (Mason & Lefroy, 1912). 

votes and CAUa. A harsh sc reech y chiTum-cfttTUTTr-<htTmn etc. followed 
by or alternated with chttvck, chetvck, chicuok, and a variety of equally dis- 
cordant screeches and chudkles. Particularly noisy in breeding season. 

bmedino. Seasony February to April. AVrt, a natural hoUow in a tree- 
trunk, a hole in a dilapidated wall, or bctw’ecn the criling and roof of 
deserted as svell as occupied dwellings — sometimes lined with a little grass, 
tow,' and feathers. Eggs^ 3 or 4, occaaonally 5, white, roimdish ovals. Average 
size of 50 eggs 32*2 x 27* 1 mm. (Baker). Both sexes share in lining the 
nest, incubation, and tending the young. Incubation period undetermined, 
MtaroM Di^vosb. For details of plumage »ce Baker, lot dt. 

Chick (in down). ‘Pure white, short and very soft ‘prcpcnnac c ov e r body, 
except aptcriom of lateral neck, lateral body in fixmt, and each ride of spinal tract 
abort Some preplumulac of same tjpe of down on lateral apteria in front * (Ucc- 
hunt). 

Koult. Po 8 t.nuptiaI moult complete and no spring moult. Post-jxivcaal moult 
appartntfy does not include wings and tmL i 
KXASURSKZKTs of a scrics frotn 'Punjab and Nepal : 

Wing BUI Tafl 

(from skull} 

18 cfcp 153-169 19-22 75-84 mm. 

899 I59-17I 18-23 74-84 -rnm. 

(HW,BB) 

T«xius4^ $30-32 mm.; middle toe (without cUw) 16*5-18 mm. (SDR). 

Wright 1 114 gm. (GD). 

ooiouas OF BASZ PAxen. Iris pale to deep golden yellow. Bill homy, 

loc nc ti n va darker aometfmfs more yellow on culmcn; cere dinky green or 
brown. Feet dirty yeflowish green; claws dark homy; sole pads yellowish vriiitt 

651. East Assam Spotted Owlet. u/fro Ripley 

Afcmf brama mltra Ripley, 1948, Prot BioL Sot Wariungton 61; 100 
(Chabua, N. T^akhimpur dirt., NE. Assam) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
LOCAL XAHEs. Nonc rccofdcd. 

I32e. Myna length e, 21 cm. (8 in.), 
ntti) CHARACTERS, As of 650, q.v. See Museum IKagnosis. 
nATTB, DiSTRiBtmoN and habitat. Lakhimpur dist., NE, Assam north 
ind^uth of Brahmaputra and Luhit rivers. Aflects groves of andent tr e es 
in and about towns and >dllagcs. 

OEKERAL HABITS, FOOD,. VOICE and CALLS. As in 650. *CaU distinctly 
harsher and more high-pitched than cither A, b, brama or A, b, vuHea * 
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BREEDIKO. Unrecorded. Presumably not dificrent from 650. 

Museum Diackosb. IHflers from vi£sa by somewhat larger she and darker 
coloratioQ, with the white spotting conriderahly reduced. 

KEASUREMEKTS 

2 cJicP Wing 164-167; bill (from cere) 15-16; tail 83-93 mm. (SDR). 

COLOURS of BARE PARTS. As io 650. 

652. Southern Spotted Owlet. Athens brama brama (Tcmminck) 

Sbix hrema Tcmminck, 1821, PI. coL, livr. 12, pL 68 
(Poodicheny and west coast of India) 

Ccrirtf breana fyi Baker, 1919, BuU. Brit. Om. CL 40: GO 
(Rameswaiam, Madras, India) 

Baker. FBI No. 1683, VoL 4: 439 
Plate 54, fig. 12 

LOCAL KAMSL MgSdigsoU (Tdi^); Piilli Gxda (Tamil); IHaglS (Marathi); 
CSahii (Gujarati). 

ST 7 JL Myna ±; length r. 21 c^ (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 650, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnoris. 

STATUS, DCTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Rcridcnt. Peninsular India south of 
20*N. laL, the boundary fixed for convemence between the northern and 
southern populations which intergrade aroimd flus parallcL Aflects mins, 
mango topes and groves of ancient trees, etc. in and around towns, "idllagcs 
and cultivation. 

Curiously enough not found in Ceylon though occurring on. Rameswaram 
I. only c, 30 km. from its northern tip! 

OE>mRAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As ux 650, q.v. 

BREEDING. SsasoTty chiefly November to March. Werf and tggs (3 or 4) as 
in the northern form. Average size of 40 eggs 31*6 X 27*4 mm . (Bak e r ). 
Eggs apparently laid at irregular intervals, and incubation starts from the 
first ^g, resulting in considerable disparity in the growth of nestUngs in flic 
same brood, and mortality* amongst the youngest and weakesL 

Museum Diacvosb. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. aL Differs from he 
northern race uidica in being considerably darker and s m al l er. 

scEASDKmENTS of a scrics from South India (Kerala, Mysore, Ta mil Nadu) : 

Wing BOl Tail 

(fromskuH) 

12 (Pc? 141-158 19-21 66-72 mm. 

12 9 9 151-157 20-22 68-74 mm. 

(HW, SA) 

Tarsus c. 27—28 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTE. As in 650. 

' 653. Forest Spotted Owlet. Athens blszciUi (Hume) 

Hetsngleesx Blrsxtd Anonymous = Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers I: 463 
(Busaah, Phooljan State, India) t= Phuljhar, r. 2I®N., 83*£., Madhya PTadeih] 
Baker, FBI No. 1686. VoL 4: 44! 

Plate 54. fig. 11 

local KAMO. None recorded. 

icrjF, Myna ±; length c, 23 cm. (9 in.). 
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held CHARACtERs. VcTv like Spotted Owlet (650) but larger though 
with shorter wings. ^ ^ 6 b- 

Adult. Above, whole head, back sides of neck, scapulars, and intcr- 
s^pulary region unspotted dark earthy brown; hind collar of white spots 
fli defin«L Below, a strongly marked dark b^ol^’n bar across throat; undcr- 
more brown less white; breast broivn with merely white fringes to the 
feathers. Seres alike. (For details scc Ripley, S. D., I976,JBNHS 73: 1-4.) 

status, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rarc but apparently extending all 
along the Satpura mountain trend for over 1100 km. from Surat Dangs and 
Rhandesh to ^tem Madhya Pradesh and the Sambalpur area in 
Since fint described in 1873 less than a dozen spedmens have been 
®>nectcd, the latest in October 1914 at Mandvi on Tapti river (21'’16'N., 
73^'iL), c. 220 km . north of Bombay, by Meinertzhagen. Affects heavy 
moist deciduous jimglc and groves of wild mango; partial to the nrighbour- 
hood of streams. 

GENERAL HAsm. Very little known- Evidently a fairly diurnal and shy 
representative of the Spotted Owlet. Some of the spedmens were shot 
m heavy jungle below the Satpuras late in the morning while sitting alone 
^the exposed tops of tliin trees. ‘ Not uncommon in thfr dense jxmgfc' 
(WestKHandesh— J. Davidson, SF 10: 292). 

^^> 00 , VOICE and cauls, breedino. Not recorded. 

Wdrcm Dugkosb. jSecKcytotheSpcdes. Tartus feathered; upper surface of 
too with soft feathers, the barbs of which wear away, leaving the shafts only in 
tone fpeomens (Blanford). 

WAfCRZJttNTS 


Wing 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tan 

hliddle toe 


(from cere) 



(without claw) 

dd 145-154 

14-15 

33-35 

68-72-5 

20-23 nun. 

2 ?9 147-5,148 

15-5, 16 

34-5, 37 

63,70 

21,21 mm. 


"oght of one 8} os. (241 gm.) — Blanford. 

WincM or bare Baku. Iris bright ydlow. Rest not recorded. 


CJenos Strix Unnacio 

41* lianaeus. 1758. Sj-st. Nat., ed. 10. 1: 92. Tj-pe. by tantonymy, SbixJirihb 
I^Tticus (5tn!r, prelnnomial specific in synonymy) = Siris ehteo Linnaeus 
No car-tufis (aigrettes) ; car fumisbed wth an operetdum. Bin stmit. Taisns thic k l y 
~8tcred throughout; toes feathered abos'e to base of last phalanx; clavrs strong, 
"^hairtjvr. incomplete above; facial disc svcll developed, extending almost as fer 
eyes as behnv. VVin^ rounded: 3rd, 4th, and 5th primaries (as.) longest. 
^ of modemle length, rounded. Irises always dark. 

Ccaus represented over the greater part of the world; within our linuts by xbur 
tpecia. 


Key to the SpMie* 

A laiYfcr plumage with hmgittidinal strcaia and transverse ban.. chxff 

B Lower sur&cr streaked only S.inllm 

C Lower surfree with ban only I 

1 A dark brown pattdt running haet fiom the eye on either side of 

the neck S.eaUsts 

No dark brown patch miming taarV fr om the cye( . . ‘S. hptspsisriss 
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654. Home’s Wood OwL Strix tmllai (Hume) 

Aria iallm Anonymous = Hume, 1878, Stray Featben7:316 
(Omaia (= Onnara), Mcfaan Coast, southern Baludustan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1651, Vol. 4: 404 
Plate 53, 6g. 10 

LOCAi- riAMTS. None recorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon +; length c. 36 cm. (14 in.). 

field characters. like a small Himalayan Wood Owl (662), but 
conspicuously paler and less streaked on the underparts. 

Adult. A6ore, no ear-tufts; ladal disc tawny white; ruff greyish brown 
finely stippled with buff. Upperparts chiefly brown irregularly banded and 
splodged with browiusb buff; a distinct golden buff collar on upper back. 
Bilow, creamy white, the feathers edged at tip with rufom brotvn; narrow 
brown shaft-streaks on breast and upper abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DETRmuTios and HABITAT. Very rare. Only a single record 
(the type) from Ormara, Makran coast, W. Pakis^. 

Extralimitnl. Known only from individual specimens from Sinai Pemn- 
sula, SE. Palcsiinc, and Arabia (Mahd Dh^ab, c. 400 km. NNE. of 
Jiddah). Evidently very rare everywhere. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD. Not described. 

VOICE and calls. ‘An unmistakable clear long^lrawn Jaa uttered at 
intervals, sometimes varied by a tremulous and more throaty hoot as in 
Strix ahica ’ (Meincrtihagcn). 

BREEDINO. UnknowTL 

Mcseou Diagnosis. 3rd primary (as.) longest; 4th'' very little shorter. Slender 
tarsi and smaU feet and clawx striknig. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dL 

ueasdkements- Wmg 5 o’ V 251-257 mm. (hfeinerchagen). Bdl (from fcalhen) 
28; tarsus 57; tan 144 mm. (of the t>-pc spedmen) — Baker. 

COLOURS OF BAKE PARTS. Not tecorded- 

Strdc ocellata (Lesson) 

TT«» y to tbe SoBspecies 


A Paltt' above; wing in male c, 338-346 tnm. ,...S,e. gmesru 

B Darkcrabovtf - 1 

I Wing in male c. 333-338 tnm,. S. o. oatlcta 

Wing in male c. 368-372 mm- .5. o. gra&s 


655. SaurasRtra Mottled Wood OwL Stsve ocsUcla greuBs Koclz 

Strix octUaSa gres£s Koch, 1950, Amcr. Mts. NoviL, No. 1452: 4 
(Saaan, JunagadRKatluawar, W, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1649 (part), VoL 4: ■402 

XjOCjU. xamx. CtTKari gh£:od (Gujarati). 

' Pariah Kite i; dumpitx and -with shorter tail. Length e. 48 cm. 

(19 in.). 

nEiz> CHARACTERS. As of 657, q.v. Scc Muscxxm Diagnoris. 
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CTATU5 , distribution aftd HABrr**r Q«. 
AffcctsiMngotop«,aftdg«)v(sofandcVtta^n!r^ pcmiwula, Gujarat 
and cultivation. <«iaent tamannd trees, etc. near villages 

OENERAI. HABITS, POOD, VOICE and CALLS A. In Cii 

sreedino. Season, rust, and eggs as in 657. ’ 

Mweum IhAoNosB. ‘ Diffm from nominate oeellaia (BS 7 ) !„ K.- 
imular in coloration, but nverarinn emZTjL ■ ‘ i??, '"8": 

nape reduced * (Kodz). above, sac of black areas on back and 

WaASUBEMENTS 

2 d'd' Wing 360, 372; tail 197, 203 mm. (Koek) 

COLOURS or HARE PARTS. As in 657. ^ ^ 

656. Northern Mottled Wood 0,vl. Slri. oceUaia gnseseens Koek 

i’fru oeeU^^e^ Koek, 1950. Amcr. Mus. Novit., No. 1452- 4 
(Nichlaul, U.P. [NE. of Gorakhpur], N. India] 

Baker, FBI No. 1649 (part), Vol. 4: 402 
local names. None recorded. 

(1^1). Length <1. 48 cm. 

CHARACIEKS. As 01657. q.v. See Museum Diagnosis 

BMEDmo. Season, chiefly February and March' JV«/ and ee.r a. •« ,u 

”°iSr‘' T from “iSiL 

Museum Diaohosis. Differa from ocellala by slightly larger ske and livluee 
colorau-on of the upperparts. Black bars on scapulLs. linl raa.fe!^ ' t, 
black Md white spots in the rufous area of the neck mosdy svhite while 
m ocrlteta; rufous parts ofplumage often paler > (koek)’ 

dte? 338-346 mm. (Koek). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARIS. As in 657. 


657. Sonthem Mottled Wood Owl. Slrix ocellala ocellala (Lesson) 

Sjmitm ocellaltm Lesson, 1839, Rev. Zook: 289 (Pondicherry) 

Baker, FBI No. 1649 (part), Vol. 4- 402 
Plate B3, fig. 5 

*^CAL NAUB, j^oUtk^iQravM (Jvlalayalarn). 

(tfl'fc ) shorter tail. Length e. 48 cm. 
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and ver^culatcd above wi* rrfZ 
brown black, white, and bufl] FiS 
^""'•“^^•^''yharredconcentri^ 

^ '*hitc-andW 

^th chelate admixed. jBelow, throjt 
chratnut and black. , tippled IS, 
wkte, a promnent white haltcoUw 
on fonmcck. Rest of undetparts wS 
Mdgilden bufr, narrowlybured srfth 

“hke. Latgc amount bf 
gJImvish bufi^on wings conspicuous in 

th'S'sr^inrkfirric^K^' 

svard through Mysore Andhra "““th. 

mined. Docs not occur in Ceylon Affects undetcr. 

partial to mango tope, “™'tyj 

densclyfoh-agcdtrccsonm«ukkirts“l^^m^'‘”^ 

oEttERAL HABITS. Largclv noctiioiol p,f“’ “•'•^ItivaUon. 
and dozing on some secluded branch hidden the day silting together 

*'• wS - » •‘Sit z 

SSaScSSS'-tisr 

met^t h T ftequmtiy. At other seasons mostly a single mellow? 
mctalhc hooL occasional harsh screech similar to the Lnt Owl’s ’ 

BREEDmc l’ h'‘’''“ihcr to April. Abrt, a natural free-hoSw practi- - 
building a stick not flke Dusky Homed 

' wW e ’ 2, occasionally 3, ^y 

wlute, roun^h. Average size of 18 eggs 5M x 42-6 mm. (Bidcr). Sbm 

Mnwrn “h" "’'“hatioB. incubation period, and other details imknoivn. 
Museus. Diaoniot. Characicnzed by a dark brawn patcb running back fmol 
the eye on either side of the neck. For details ofplumage see Baker, loc. eiL 
U£A5URS>I£>m 

Wing Bill Taniu Tail 

' , (from feathers) 

d'Q 320-345 36-39 54-56 I74-20I rom. 

* ^ ’ (Baker) 

6 recent tpecimtns from Gujarat and S. India give 
(from rkull) 

<?<? 38-42 61-65 I77-I93 mm. 

(SA, HW) 
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browo; eycUds (flne rim) dusky pink or dull 
cor^-red Bill homy black, paler at tip; mouth pale yellowish pink. Feet brownish 
flesh or duty yellowish brown; claws homy black; soles yellow. 

Strix leptocrauhica Temminck 

Key to tlie Sabsjseclefl 


308 


STKIGIFORMES 


(Hodgson) 

Villa newarensis Hodgson, 1836, AsUt. Res. 19: 168 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1647, Vol. 4: 400 

IMCAL NAMES. Bstika (Nepal); Mik dob bru (Lepcha). 

- SEE. Pariah Kite --; dumpier. Length c. 53 cm. (21 in.). 

.™Y’,°?^™ers. a large brown owl with close-barrcd underparts, 
whiosh facial disc framed with brown, and no ear-tufts. A pronunent white 
supercihum. ' 

Adult. Above, chocolate-brown; scapulars, wings and upper tail- 
coverts barred with white. Tail brown, barred with fulvous and tipped 
with white. Below, chin mixed chocolate and white; a pure svhite patch on 
throat. Rest of lower plumage pale fulvous or bufiy white suffused with 
brownish on breast, and closely barred with dark brown. Sexes alike. 

status, DisnuBUTtoN and habitat. Resident throughout the Himalayas 
firan Vf. Pakistan (Punjab) through Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal, Kumaon, 
Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan (?) and NEFA(?) from c. 750 to 2450 m. alL 
(recorded from c. as high as 4000 ra.). Also Garo, Khasi, Cachar, Naga and 
Manipur hills. AHccts deep forest. 

Exlralimital. N. and C. Burma, N. Thailand (evidently thb race). 

QENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nocturnal. Keeps in pairs 
within heavy forest during daytime; this perhaps more to escape mobbing 
by diurnal birds than from any disability caused by sunshine. Very shy; 
earily disturbed at its daytime’ retreat by the faintest footfall, flying away 
swiftly and noiselessly from the intruder, threading its way through the 
welter of tree-trunks and branches sritb ease, and rooiring on further at 
longer and longer distances if followed, 

TOOD. As in 659. Rat, dove and jungle myna identified among stomach 
contents. 

VOICE and calls. ‘A low double hoot tu-whoo’ (S. L. Whymper). (1) 
Very much like that of a male domestic pigeon, (2) a low sonorous squawk, 
possibly an alarm note, (3) a loud snapping of the bill when annoyed ’ 
(A- E. Jones). Sometimes ciiUs also during daytime. 

BREEDmo. Season, January to March. Acrt, of a few sticks and featbetz 
in the hoUow of a forking tree-trunk, on a shelf in a dilT-faec, or shallow 


scrape in the bare ground at the foot of a rock or large tree in some shady 
ravine. Bggs, normally 2, sometimes only a singleton, white, roundish oval. 
Average size of 16 eggs 56-2 X 45-9 mm. (Baker). Share of the sexes in the 
domestic chores, incubation period, and other details unknoivn. 

Museum Diaohoso, DilTeis Bora the peninsular race indrenee (659) in bong much 
lATgCT/ with the facial disc whitisb or only Jalntl/ fulvoui; fuperdllucQ r purer 
white; teminal band on (ail*fea(hen generally more white; underparu loi fulvota, 
more white. 


. . .5*. /. inJraaie 

Page 
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Tarsus 

TaU 
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.4>. /. rmoarenns 

307 

t?9 382-412 

OOLOUKS or BAKE 

(from feathers) 
f. 40-45 

FAKTS. As in 659. 

f- 53-56 

229-335 mm. 
(Baker) 


659> 660, 660a. Brown Wood OtvL Strix lepiogrammua indfonee Sykes 

sJ/rur Syka, 1832, Proc. Zooh Soc. London; 82 
(The G^uts BE Lonatili, Weateni Ghata) 

Sj^iwn oehrogetpi Hume, 1873, Stray Feathov 1 : 431, in text (Ceylon) 

Strix Uptogranmua effmecUnj Ka^, 1950, Aiaer. Mut. Novit., No. M52: 3 
(AnorasU [nrl « Ammotl, Bastar, Cenlral Provineex) 

Cf Ripley, S. D., 1977,JBNHS 73; 1-4 
Baker, FBI No. 1646, Vol. 4; 399 
Plate 53, fi^. 4 

LOCAL NAUE. KoUHJiuravon (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Pariah Kite,—; dumpier. Length c, 47 cm, (18} in.). 

FIELD aiARACTERS. As of 658, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

FTATUS, DETRiBunoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcnl in the heavy evergreen and 
moist*dcdduous forests of the Western and Eastern Ghats and their associated 
hill ranges in peninsular India roughly south of Mahableshwar (r. 18*N.) In 
Alaharashtra, Madhya Pradesh (Bastor dist.), Orissa (Russclkonda), and 
‘south along the Eastern Ghats to the Shevaroy Hills and Kerala, and CcykFL 
Also NE. India in Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland and Manipur. Lowlands 
up to c. 1800 m in the NUgiris and Paiiis, and 2100 m in G^lon. 

OENERAL HABrr5. As in nrwarmsir (658), q.v. 

FOOD. Rodents, birds, reptiles, and reportedly fish. 

VOICE and calls. A mellow, musical, hollow*«>unding fei .* • tS-At* 
repeated every few^cconds. Tlie initial (sometimes twice) is a low undcf • 
tone and audible only at dose range. Birds particularly vocal during ino<«- 
light nights, and in the breeding season. Also utters A variety of weird, eene 
shrieks and chuckles, in addition to the loud bill*5napping. 

BREBOZNO. Season, January to March.- and eppt also as w 658. 
Avcrage«i2cof9cggs49'9 X 44*1 mm. (Baker). 

Moseuu DiACHOsa. For details ofplumage sec Bder, loc. cit. Dif^ from the 
Himalayu race reuvrensis (65B) in bring much smaller, with the Ikoal disc ^ * 
rule db^ctly more ochreous or fuli.'iwi; rjperrilKim leas pure white; crown dirtev 
nape pater. Birds Grom the Assam lolls approach South Indian ctampics fa colour, 
bat are much larger. 

'Young (immature). Feathers with broad vrliitbh edges, esperially o p 
and upper back. \VIng<ovrrti pale dull rt^sus, barred with pale buff and beoaifif 
tipped with white. Uoderparts white at first, gradually awundng the barrfaf. 
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MZASUszurxn 

Wing Bm Tanra TaB 

(firomccrc) 

^ $ 291-360 c. 42 ' 52-^ 186-197 am. 

(Varioxa) 

Bni from feathers 46-50 nun. (Baker) ' 

eoEouBS or iiA%£ PARTS. Iris brovm (' rardy golden yellow — Baler). BUI 
greenish homy, bluish near base; cere plumbeous. Feet pale leaden; claws dusky 
plujnbcoxis. 

loscELLANEOUs. Wfls introduced in the Xaccadivc in the 187Qs under a 
haf-brained governmental plan for combating a plague of rats (iZettm 
riifcicais). The grossly incompatible ecological conditions on these unforested 
coral islands, which the planners seem to have overlooked, soon brought an 
end to the birds but not to the rats! For an amusing account of tins venture 
see Hume, SF 4 : 433-4. 



Athene bramei 
Spotted Owlet (650) 
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Strix leptogra/nenica 



Key to the Snbapetae. 

Upper plumage streaked as well as barred.. .... . .S. c. biidulptn 

Upper pluroage not streaked but barred only 5. a. raxitala 


661. Scully’s Wesod OwL Strix etiuco biddulpki Scully 

Strix biddnIpM Scully, 1881, Ibis: 423, pi. 14 (Gilgit)- 
Baker, FBI No. 1644, VoL 4: 397 

Local. KAsias. Rata rtagulf Rat monglu (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Jungle Crow ±; dumpier. Length c. 47 cm. (c. ISJ in.). 

riEiD CHARACTEKS. A large brown owl ts-jth whitish fadal ^c and no 
car-tufts. 

.Adult. Aboce, pale grey-hrown streaked and barred svith dark brown 
and mottled with whitisb. BeloWf white; close-barred on chin and throat, 
streaked and narrosvly barred on rest of underparts. Eyes dark brown; call 
diagnostic. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HAEiTAT. Resident, moving down from the 
lughest leveb in winter. Northern Baludustan and northward along the 
Afghan border to Chitral, Gilgit, Baldstan, and Kashmir, between c. 1500 
and 3800 m. occasionally nesting above tree line. Common in all wooded 
areas in Kashmir, in the main and side valleys. Partial to forests of oak, 
pine, and fir. Its status ru..o-Dir raruala in the region of southern Kashmir 
and Himachal Pradesh unclear. Generally replaces racicala north of Simla 
and Mussooree. 

Extralimtal. Afghanistan. 

OENEJtAi. HABITS. Noctumal, perhaps largely because of the merciless 
mobbing and duwying it invariably suffers from crows, and other diurnal 
birds as soon as discovered in dayTrme. Spends the day standing upright 
and motionless on a branch close to the trunk, partially, concealed by foliage. 
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dozing with eyes half closed, looking deceptively like a dead snag; often in 
a low biBh or even on the ground in a shady ravine. Very parochial, pairs 

presumably the same — occupying restricted territotres and using the 

same nesting and roosting rites year after year if undisturbed. 

FOOD. Rats and other small mammals, espectally voles {AUiala spp.), 
birds (bulbul, blackbird), lizards, beetles, etc. 

VOICE and calls. A loud hao .... hao . . haa-ha-ha-hooo, the final kaa 
being somcsvhat drawn out. There is a pause of about four seconds after the 
initial hoa, and half a second between the second and the rest of the conclud- 
ing rolling note, ‘ The notes are not unlike those of the Turtle Dove ’ (Bates). 
Other sometimes heard are a loud yuerk, and a soft ata ‘ very similar to 
the call of the Ring Dove ’ (Osmaston). The calling begins an hour or so 
after sunset, generally fiom some exposed tree.top and is repeated often for 
10 minutes at a time, a pair or number of birds calling and answering one 
another. kVhen flying about at night a note repeatedly uttered sounding like 
liawai; occasionally also svhen perched (Magrath). 

EREEDINO. Seasan, apparently March to May probably \-arying somewhat 
with altitude. Akrl, an unlined natural hollow in a tree-tru^ often quite- 
low down and in close proximity to an occupied village hut ( K as hm i r ). 
Sometime in a recess or fissure under a large rock. Eggr, usually 2, rarely 3, 
white, roundish ovals. Average size of 5 eggs 50-6 X 43-3 mm. Share of 
the sexe in incubation, and incubation period, undetermined, 

Mosrov DiAOXOsn. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL Tone of upper 
plumage pale and giej-CT than in mricele, without any rufous tinge ; longitudinally 
streaked as well as barred r. barred only in 662. 

UEASUREMZKTS 

^Ving Bill Tama Tail 

(from feathers) 

cjto 285-335 c. 33-35 56-51 191-210 nam 

(Baler) 

Wing 6 o^o* 283-320 ; 6 9 C 318-341 mm. S. c. idrtala 9 9 rardy exceed 310 
mm, (Mcmertehagen, 1927, Ihisi 606). 

coroxJRS or bark parts. Iris dark bremm. Bill gre eni s h, ^-cUow at tip; cere olis*e. 
Toes pale green; cla>»T horny black, slaty at base. 


662. H i mal ayan Wood OwL Strix ahizo rdviala (Blyth) 

Sjrtzsrt * Hodgson * = Blj-th, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14 (1) : 185 

(‘ Himalaya *, ie. Nepal) 

Strix rdricslx clnen Kodz, 1954, Contrib. list. Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 27 
(Blue Mountain, Lushai HiHs) 

Baker, FBI No. 1645. VoL 4: 393 
Plate 53, fig. 9 

tocAZ. KA Vr a. 'XesH cp tsk pssx (Lepcha) ; Ua (Bhutea). 

fECE, Jungle Crov.’ dumpier. Length e. 45 cm. (c. 17| in,). 

PtstD CHARACTtas. A large bro’ATi owl with whitbh facial disc, no ear- 
txifts, and close-barred and streaked umierparts. to 661, but see 

Museum Diagnosis. 
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Young (immature). Abort, marked with narrow whitish, or fulvous, 
and broad dark brown bars; below, with equally broad bars of dull brown 
and pale or rich fulvous. Tail and wings as in adult. 

STATUS, nsnuBimoK and habitat. Resident. The Himala^*as between 
c, 1200 and 4250 m. altitude, fiom Murrcc in W. Pakistan castvrard throu^ 
Himachal Pradesh (race?), Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhntan, 
and NEFA. Assam hills north and south of Brahmaputra river, Nagaland, 
Manipur, hlizo. Affects oak, pine, and fir forest, 

ExtralimtoJ. Probably N. Burma. * Shan States; CSiIna in provinces of 
Kansu, Szechuan, Yunnan, Hupeh, KwangUmg and Kwdehow ’ (Peten). 

GENBRAU HABITS, FOOD. As in 661, q.V. 

VOICE and calls. As in 661, but two other calls described besides the 
normal treble hoot; a * hurried deep low ku-^jjo * (\Vlustlcr), and * a note 
whidi could be produced by placing a blade of grass between the tw'o thumbs 
and then blowing through these sharply* (? cf. khawak under 661). This 
possibly a nuptial call uttered (during courtship display ?) * usually on the 
wing as the bird soars up vertically for a few yards and descends fbr some 
cfistance with wings clos^, gradually opening its wings and finally setding 
on the nearest suitable point of vantage * (P. T. L, Dodsrvorth, JBNHS 
22; 627) 

BREEDmc. Season, mainly mid Januaiy to end ApriL J^'est and eggs (2 or 3) 
as in 651. Average size of 13 eggs 48*2 X 41*6 mm. (Baker). 

hlcxzuu Diagnosis. Similar to biddsipfd (661) but \'ery much darker above, the 
general tone being dark brown rather tha n pale grey. Dark markings on upperparts 
in the nature of bars only; no longitudinal streaks. Both barring and streaking on 
lower plumage bolder and darker. In the eastern part of its range, Lc. from about 
Nepal eastwards, has two distinct phases : one very rufous, the other grcyidi rufous. 

KKASURarZNTS 



tVmg 

Bin 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o'? 

282-312 

c. 22-24 

(from skuB) 

f.4543 

168-175 mm. 
(Baker) 

1 e- 

303 

33 

62 

180 mm. 


(Bhutan) (SA) 

Weishi 2 (J'eJ' 375, 392, 1 2 380 gm. {SA, GD). 1 9 470 gm. (BB). 
ofiLOURS or BART PARTS. Iris bswn. BHl pale yellowish flesh ; cere olive-brown. 
Tanas woolly; toes partially feathered, plumbeom at ends; claw-s homy brown. 

Genus Asio Brisson 

Asio Bnssoo, 1760, Om. 1 : 28. T>pe;, by tautoa>my, Asio Brisson = Strix ebts 
Linnaeus 

Aigrettes or car-tufts present but vaiyiag in size. BHl short and strong, the part 
covered by the cere longer than rest of culmen. Facial disc well marked, nearly as 
hzjh *bovc the eyes as below; ruff complete or nearly so- ^Vmg long and pointed; 
2tai pr ima ry (as.) longest; 3rd ceariy equal to it. Tail moderate and rounded, 
Tarms and iqspar part of toes tlud:ly feathered. Im yellow. 

Represented within our limits by two migr a t o ry Palaearetic species. ^ 




258 


handbook volume 3 : 313-316 


OWLS 3i3 ' 

Key to the Species 

Ttamverjc as well as longitudinal markings on abdomen A. olm 

No transverse markings on abdomen A. fimmm 

663. Longeas^ Owl. Ash otus otus (Idtmaeus) 

Stnx Otus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 192 (Europa, restricted type locality 
= Sweden, ex Faun. Svec.) 

Baker, FBI No. 1642, Vol. 4: 393 
Plate 53, fig. 6 

LOCAL NA&fEs. Nonc fccorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon +; length e. 37 cm. (14i in.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slim medium>siz(^ owl, mottled grey-brown 
above, buff below, boldly streaked and 
barred with blackish. Two long, upstand- 
ing black-and-buff car-tufts; ^iow eyes. 
Sexes alike. When cars not prominent, 
may — on a good view — bedistinguished 
from Shorteared Owl by heavily streaked 
V. plain unmarked-looking underparts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 
Within our limits recorded breeding once 
in Kashmir (Gurais — B. A. G. Shelley, 
1895, JBNHS 10: 149) and once in N. 
Baluchistan (Quetta; A. F. P. Christison, 
MS., c. 1941). Mainly seasonal visitor 
to the northwestern parts — \vinter ' 
X j in fhe plains, summer (breeding?) at ' 

higher altitudes. Described variously as 
vagrant, rare, and as locally not uncommon and even * fairly plentiful * 
in some years: Sind, N. Baluchistan (Quetta dist.), Afghan frontier (Kohat 
dist.), Gilgit, Chitral, Kashmir, Baltistan, Himachal Pradesh (Chartiba, i 
t^ahul); Punjab (Lahore, Rawalpindi (?), and Shahpur dists.), Delhi dist., 
Nepal, Gujarat (Kutch dist.); from plains level to e. 1800 m. alt. Affects 
semi-desert country — lo^v jungle of stunted trees, poplar plantations, tall 
grass on waste land, etc. Bhutan (specimen. Biswas). 

GENERAL HABITS. Onc of thc most noctumal owls, seldom seen except 
in the gathering dusk or at early dawn, or when flushed by chance. Usually 
keeps singly, but parties of 5 to 8 have been recorded (Punjab, Baluchistan) 
probably on migration passage. Roosts during daytime standing upright on 
a leafy branch close to the trunk with its plumage sleeked and body elongated 
or attenuated, making itself remarkably inconspicuous ; thus doubtless often 
escaping observation. Sometimes rests on the ground under a bush or grass- 
tussock. 

JSxiralimitaL More or less tliroughout Europe and palaearedc Asia north 
to between c. 58® and 66®N. lat., and NW. AWca (see map). 

FOOD. Rats, mice, and other small mammals; birds, lizards, beetles, etc. 

VOICE and calls. Not recorded in India. Elsewhere * the most character- 
istic note is the " song ”, a long drawn, low dd. 65. 55 , , . , , a cooing moan 
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rather than a hoot, \rith thc notes spaced at regular intervals of about one 
every third second, and audible as much as half a mile * (C. B. MofDil is 
Witherby, where some other notes also described). 

BREEDiNo. Season in Europe mid March to early May. Of the two cases 
authenticated within our limits thc first nest with 4 highly incubated eggs 
was found on 4 June 1 895 (above Gurais, Kashmir), thc second in Galbrai A 
Spinney, Quetta (date not mentioned). in the first case a dilapidated 
nest, probably crow’s, c. 4 m. up in a sycamore tree; in thc second case an 
old magpie’s nest was used. £ggs, elsewhere usually 4 or 5, broad white 
ovals, slightly glossy. Average size of 100 British eggs 40*94 x 32*7 mm. 
(Witherby). 

. Museum Duonosis. For description of plumages and structure (also biooomia), 
sec Witherby, 1938, 2: 327-31. 

MEASUaXUENTS . , ' * 

Wing Tanus Tail 

(J'p 285-305* e, 40 MO-ISS mm. 

• Rarely as small as 280 mm. or as large as 310 m’m. 

(Hartcrt) 

* Culmen c. 28-29 mm.; cere e. 6-8 mm.* (Baker). 

Weight 1 9 8‘75 oz. (e. 250 gm.)^ — Biddulph- 1 9 290 gm. — BB. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bright golden orange. Bill blackhh horn, greyhh 
flesh at tip. Claws blackish horn (Witherby). 

664. Shorteared Owl. Asio farflmrusjfammeus (Pontoppidan) 

Slrix Flammta Pontoppidan, 1763, Daiuk. Allas 1 : 617, pi. 25 (Sweden) 

' Baker, FBI No. 1643, Vol. 4: 394 
Plate S3, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Pucha murtge (Malayalam); BassS (Sinhab); AnJai (Tanul); 
Bukhamoom (Maldivbn). . 
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SIZE, Pigeon -f ; length c. 38 cm, (15 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A slim mcdium-sizcd owl, overall pale buff, heavily 
streaked svitli dark brown, and with a 
darker greyish head. Facial disc white 
^v^th bristly black feathers intermixed, 
surrounded by a dark broAvn ruff. Two 
short blackish brotvn upstanding car- 
tufts above thc yellow eyes. Wings and 
'tail barred rufous and black. Below, pale 
buff, longitudinally brmvn-streakcd on 
breast. Sexes alike. 

In Right the rufous on thc upperstde 
and the w'hite underside of the pointed 
wings with a prominent dark bar across 
each, and blackish tips, are leading 
pointers to its identity. 

status, TyisTRiBimoN and LrAuiTAT. Winter visitor (Scpferabcr/Octobcr 
to March/April) and/pr passage migrant (thc latter chiefly in northern 
mountainous portions, c.g. Gilgit, NW. Afghan frontier region). Practically 
throughout the subcontinent including both Pakistans, thc entire Indian 
Union together with Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan (?) (o eastern Assam and 
Manipur.- Also occasionally to Ceylon and Maidive Is. Not recorded in the 

Asia flammeus 




Pahcarctic breeding range 


idamans or Nicobars. Pl^ns and hills, normally to c. 1400 m., in appro- 
iate fades Local occurrences irre^ar, and abundance variable “ 
ir- occasionally 'invasions’. Affects open, undulating grass)- country 
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dotted w’itli bushes, sparsely scrubbed hilhides, tall grassland on tlic margin 
of jhecis; also in senii.desert. 

Exiralimital. Breeds in Europe and Asia nortli to r..70®aV. lat., wuth to 
Italy, thc Balkan Peninsula, Caucasus, Turkestan, N. Mongolia, SE. 
Manchuria, and Sakhalin I. Also in N. America. In the Old World winter* 
south to thc Mediterranean, N. Africa, Palestine, Ethiopia and Aden, 
besides India. (For details of range see Vauiic, 1965 : 595-6.) 

General habits. In wntcr met ^sdtlI singly, in loose parties of 5 or , or 
scattered flocks (‘ 5 ^varms ’) of 20 or more birds. Very diurnal and tcrroinal ; 
frequently put up in scrubby grassland while walking up quail or partnage, 
or seen flying about and hunting in broad sunshine — haw mg • 

Often flushed from the ground in daydme wliilc at rest, sUmdmg 
at the base of a diminuUve bush practically in thc open, or sunnmg ilseli 
sprawled belly to ground with' thc \rings outspread. Fli« wtUi 
looking deliberate full wing-strokes, rather rcmmisccnt of a Houbara buitart 
from the rear. But flight irregular, rather rolling and '^^mdenng, punc^t^ 
well glides. Either flops into thc herbage again after a hundred ractrtf o 
so or covers long distances before alighting, somedmes 
in thc air and flying in wide drclcs, espedaily when mob cd y oms 
other birds. Has been observed miles out at sea beriveen Kutch and 
coming from thc west flying eastward towards land, cv’idcnl y on 
(from ?), at times flying high above the observer’s ^ ^ 

thc water’s surface flke. a gull (McCann, JBNHS 30: 62-1). 

FOOD. Field rats and mice, small birds, grasshoppers, locus i, > 

voicx and calls. Very silent in its svintcr quarters; no calls recorded in 
India. 

BREEDING. Bxtrallmital. • r i 

Museum Diacnoso. For details of plumage tee Baker, loc. cit., or p oma 
and structure (also bionomics,), Witherby, 1938, 2: 334-5. 

STEASUREAIENTS 

tWng Dih 

(from skull) 

290-325 29-31 


Tarsus 

43-48 


Tail 


J39-150 mm. 
fSA. HW) 


The sexes do not differ appreciably in size. , ^ 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Jru bright Jemon-yellow. Bill slaty black; 
pink. Toes (exposed portion) dark brown; soles dirty pale flesh co our, 
bbek. 

Genus Aeoolius Kaup 

Argoliiu Kaup, 1829, Skin. Entw.-Gcsch. Eur. 'niicrw.: 34. ^ monotypy# 

Slrix i/pgmslmi Cmelin « Strixfunercit Linnaeus, 17.^ 

Contains small owb with large rounded head; no car.lufn 1«>1 amt t ^ 
of them. 4th and 5lh primariea (as.) equal and longtat. T %%-0 omermoit vmW 
marie* only notched (cmarginated) on inner webs, »d rather near to up- 
slightly rounded. Tarsus and loea.vcTy tliickly clothed in fcathm. 

Genua northern Holarctic. 
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665, Tengmahn’s OvfL Aegolm Jiffifrevs ccucasicus (Buturlin] 

}{yctda Ceueesiea Buturlin, Fsov. t Ruzheinaya OkHota, 

13, No. 6: 87 (Kislovodsk, northern Caucasus) 
tmfffw/mi frcwro/fcau Buturlin, 1910, Kasha Okhota 4; 11 (Govern- 
ments of Kazan, Perm and Orenburg) 

ArgolimfuneTeus jvmperi Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc, Wash. 52 : 80 
(Kyelaag, Lahul, Punjab) 

Not ta Baker, FBI 
Plate 54, fig. 9 

LOCAL KAUU. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Spotted Owlet 4-; length c, 25 cm. (10 in.). 

FiEUJ CHARACTERS. Morc Of Icss Ukc Spotted Owlet (650) but larger, 
diocolate-brown, and with a ’.vide and 
dbtinct fadal disc. X^egs and feet thickly 
feathered to tips of toes. See figure, p, 256. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 
Spedes previously unknown within Indian 
liimts. A single breeding female together 
with a feathered juvenile collected at 
Kyclang (32"33'N., 77‘'03'E.) in Lahul disL 
of Himachal Pradesh. 

Extralimital, Europe an4 C. Asia south 
X r. } to the Himalayas. 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumages and structure (also bionomics) 


see Witherby, 1938, 2: 320-2. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing Bill 

(from base of feathers) 

Tanus 

TaU 

t?d 160-170 18-21 

20-23 

9S-106 mim 

P P 165-180 — 

— 

(Witherby) 


More fpcciracns of Tcngmalm** owl from the N\V. Himalayas arc needed to settle 
the status of the population here, 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, Iris j'cllow. BUI veUow. Claws brownish black (Wither- 
by). 

APPENDIX 

p.29 

452a. Great Blackbacked GtilL Lams marimis Linnaeus 
Lams tnarimu lannaeus, 1758, S>*st, Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 136 
(Gotland, Sweden) 

SIZE. Same as 453. 

HELD CHARACTERS. A darft-mantled maritime gull, distinguished from 
Lesser Blackback (452) chiefly by larger size and pale pink or greyish pink 
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legs r. ycUmv, Primaries black, tipped with white. Hind border (trailing edge) 
ofwing white. Sexes alike. > . ^ 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. VagTMt. A ringlc specimen shot by 
CoL R. Mdnertzhagen at a tank at DeoU (Narirabad dist., Rajasthan) 
16jd-1899 (JBNHS 13: 374). No other record since. Its occurrence so far 
inland noteworthy. 

Extralimital, Breeds in northern Europe and eastern N. America. 


HAsrts etc. Broadly 

as of other gulis. 



MZASUnZUSKTS 



TaB 

Wing 

BOl 

Tarsus 


(from feathers) 


180-200 nun. 

g S 485-510 

61-70 

76-84 

9 9 457.470 

55-61 

- 

— nun. 



(Witherby) 


p. 161 

544a> Nicobar Emerald Dove. Chalcopkaps indica augusta Bonaparte 
Otahephaps ectgusta Bonaparte, 1855, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sd. Paris 40, no. 5: 209 
(* . • • sa provenance . . . est . . . certainement asiatique ou occanienne ' = Nicobars 
' rrBlyth), Bonaparte, 1857, Ck>nsp. Gen. Av. 2: 92 
■ Cf. Mukherjee, A K. & J. M. Dasgupta, 1975 (1976), Pm. Z«>1, Soc. 
Calcutta 28: 133-5 

LOCAL NAMES. Unrecorded. 

FiELo CHARACTERS. As 542. Scc Kcy to the Subspecies and Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnoN and habitat. Race peculiar to the Nicobar islands. 
Common resident in appropriate forest biotope. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 542. 

BREEDiNo. Seasvn. Some specimens collected in February and April had 
mature gonads and were evidently breeding (Mukhcijec & Dasgupta). 

Museum Diagnosis, Deeper and richer in colour than 542 and 544. Grey absent 
on under tail*coverts. Light vermiculations ofabcfrimen extending to breast. 
measurements 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

2 152, 153 . 23,23 90 (1) mm. 

3 $ $ 144-150 22(3) 82-90 mm. 

(Mukhcijce &, Dasgupta) 

COLOURS OR BARE FARTS. As in 542. 

p. 198 

Key to the Calls 

targe HaWk-Cudtoo (572) loud, jhriU, musical, screaming cresemdo wliisUea 
pifmh or pipa, in monotonously persistent runs of 
5 or six. 
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Hodgson’s Hawk-Cuckoo (575) 
Brainfever Bird (573, 574) 

Indian Cudcoo (576) 

Cuckoo (577, 578, 579) 
Hinialayan Cuckoo (580) 
Small Cuckoo (581) 


Sibilant, insistent gte^ohizz repeated up to 20 
times. Rather like 572 but shriller and tiunner. ^ 
Loud, shrieking, high-pitched wu-pixcMl or hram~ 
Jet€T in crescendo runs of 4-6 broken off abruptly. 
Repeated endlessly. 

Lioud, far-carrying 4-5)'Uabled fluty whbtles 
kotSko or orangtpekoe or axanoord puzzU repeated 
endlessly. 

The well-known rikk-Jbo repeated pcrristcntly in 
long imbroken runs. 

Loud, far-carrying {x:p)-9»p-oop-aop-ocp, very like 
hoopoe’s but 4-noted instead of 3. 

Unmurical chattering cry of 5 or 6 notes 
ehoJ^ pepper . . . cho^ P^PP^ (accent on Erst 
Qtiickly repeated. 


p.213 

580a Horsfidd’s Cuckoo. Cuailus saturatui kor^lS Moore 
hmhiUi Moore, 1857, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. Birds Mtis. East India Co. 
2: 703 Oava) 

a. Wells, D. R., 1972, JBNHS 69: 179.S5 
Passage migrant in N. India (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Meghalaya) straying to 
Rajasthan and Maharashtra (Solapur). But see Abdulali, H., JBNHS 74; 
172-3. 

p. 228 

uioRATioN. Large numbers pass through PtCalimerc (coastal Tamil Nadu) 

at commencement of NE. monsoon, c. October m rmlc to Sri Lanta, wftence 
recoveries of Indian-ringed tods reported. 

p. 255 

610a. Peransnlar Bay OwL Phidilus bedim ripl^i Hussain & Khan 
PkoSlns bedim ripl/ji Hussain S: Khan, 1978, Jour. Bom. Nat, Hist. Soc. 74 : 335 
(NclUampathy Hnis, Kerala) 

strE. Pigeon — . 

KELD caiAitACTERS. Lite 610, slightly smaller and darter than 609 of 
eastern Himalayas. 

STATUS, DBTSUBUno.v and HAstTAT. Solo taten at Pcriasolai in the southern 
section ofNelUampathy HilU (south of the Palghat Gap) in heavy wet ever- 
gr^ biotope. Apparently s-cry rare. Unrecorded previously from peninsular 
IndiE. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Sub!^>ec5cs (p. 253). 

MEASVRMZKTS 

^Ving BUI Tarsus Tall 

(from skull) 

1 2 208 33 
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p. 265. 

618b. Nicobar Scops Owl. Olus scops mcohariais (Hume) 

EpfdalUs rdcoharictu Hume, 1876, Stray Feathers 4: 283 
(Nicobars *“ Camorta I.) 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for thc Andaman subspecies (6 1 8a), but significantly 
larger. 

STATUS, DiFTRiBUTiON and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. Nicobar Is. A breeding male 
collected in March 1964 at Campbell Bay, Great Nicobar (Abdulali, H., 
JBNHS 69: 106). 
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COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 610. 
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Order Caprimulciformes 

For morphological details etc. sec Stresemann, K, 1927-34, Aves : 82S-e. . 

Family Podaroidae: Frogmouths 

Bill very wide at gape as in Nightjars but much larger; powerful, hard, curved, 
hooked at tip. Base of bill overhung by. bristly feathers concealing the nostrils, 
which arc narrow slits protected by membr^cs. For further details, see Van Tyne, J. 
& Berger, A. J., 1959: 461; Serventy, D. L, 1964, Article * Frogmouth * in Thom- 
son, A. L. (cd.), J^ew Diet, Birds, l.ondon & New York. 

Genus Batrach^stomus Gould 

Batraehostomus Gould, 1838, leones Avium, pt. 2, pi. (17) and text. 

Type, by monotypy, Podar^us auritusj. E. Gray 

Gape even wider than in Nightjars, with the comers swollen and enlarged. 
Nostrils concealed by conspicuous bristles projecting from the feathers at base of 
bni; tufts of similar fcaUiers in front of die eyes, and ear-tufts. Wings rounded and 
short: 4th and 5th primaries (as.) subequal and longest^ occasionally the Sth. 
Tarsxis short; feet small and feeble with middle toe greatly elongated. No oil gland; 
a powder-down patch on cither side of rump. Sexes dimorphic in coloration. 

Genus Oriental and Australasian; represented in our area by two species with 
the same remarkable widely discontinuous Indo-Mabyah distribution as c.g.. the 
Lizard Hawks {Aeicedd) cC Ind, Hb. 1 ; 2)5, 2ia 

Key to the Species 

Scapulars with broad white patches; no white spots on wing- 

coverts ‘ B, hodgsoni 

Scapulars without any white; roimd white spots on wing-coverts 

mmiliger 


666. Ceylon Frogmonth. Balrachostomus moniliger Blyth 

BatraekosUmus moniliger * I^ayard * = Blytby^ 1846, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18: 
806 (Ceylon) 

Bakcr„FBI No. 1635. Vol. 4: 381 
Plate 55, fig. I 

LOCAL KAUES. Gembi-kata-bossa (Sinhala); Mdkkdckikkata (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna length c, 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD characters. An obliteratively coloured nightjar-like bird with 
absurdly wide gape and broad, swollen, horny bill aptly suggestive of the 
name Frogmouth, and completely diagnostic. 

Male (adult) grey-brown, vermiciUated and mottled with white, buff, 
brown, black, and chestnut. 
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Female rufous overall; upper wing-covcrls boldly spotted 
Dlack-cdgcd white spots. 

Young (immature). Narrowly barred above with browm. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Apparently rare. TV* 
southern hcavy-rainfaU tracts of the Western Ghats from c, I5«N Istia N 
Kanara dist. (Mysore) south to Trivandrum dist. (Kerala) up to e 1200 b 
C eylon, throughout the forest areas up to r. 1 800 m. Affects dense 
forest and secondary jungle with cane brakes etc. ® 

Bctrochostomus 



GENERAL HABITS. Uttlc known. Noctumal; seldom sccn In daytimc unlcss 
flushed by chance. Spends the day in dense jungle perched across a branch 
(like a passerine bird) body tilted at a slight angle \vfth the tail poino'ng 
downward, simulating a broken stump. On •alarm stretches neck and hud 
upwards, bill and rictal bristles pointing to sky, eyes closed to slits, thereby 
heightening its resemblance to a hchen-covered snag. Eludes detection 
further by remaining completely immobile even on very close approach 
by observer, while following his movements by almost imperceptibly 
screwing the head round-as in an owlet. Wide gape and surrounding briitlej 
suggest adaptation for hawking winged insects, but reported to take them 
chiefly on the ground or from branches. 

FOOD. . Moths, beetles, grasshoppen, etc. 

VOICE and'cALis. Uncertain. Circumstantially described as commenciflg 
considerably after dark and variously as * a soft, rapid kooroo, koerw, kooreo* 
(Butler), * a scries of 10 - 15 low but rather rapid whoo, whoa, who, whoo 
notes * (Phillips), / a fairly loud liquid chuckle repeated monotonomJ)' 
every 2 or 3 seconds for 30 minutes or more at a stretch ’ (Silim Ali). ‘A 
bird which was kept under observation by C. E. Norris uttered a call 


FROGMOUTHS 
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resembling the screech of a fishing reel running out fairly slowly * (Henry). 

BREEDING. Seosoji, apparently straggling, chiefly January to April; in 
Ceylon also September. J{est, a small pad, c. 6 cm in diameter, of moss, 
leaves, and twigs felted with down from the bird’s underplumagc, and 
camouflaged on the outside with bits of lichen and bark. Placed in the fork 
of a small tree or on a horizontal branch <r. 2 to 5 'metres off the ground. 
Egg, a singleton, large for the size of the layer, \vhite, elliptical, fine-textured. 
Average size of 30 eggs 29*9 X 20*6 mm (Baker). Both sexes share in 
incubation, the male chiefly sitting during daytime. Period of incubation 
and other facets of breeding biology unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cic. Tarsus fully 
leathered in male; r. two-thirds in female. 

Nestling covered with pure white down (T. R. Bell). 

measurements 

Wing BUI TaU 

{from skull) 

c?9 119-127 21-23 lOO-llOmm 

(HW, SA) 

Tarstis e. 15; width of gape 32-34 mm (Baker). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris pale khaki^ or brownish buff yeUow, or marbled 
yellow and grey * — Baker]. Bill pale horny, yellowish at gape and chin; mouth 
sulphur yellow; gullet pink. Feet dusky ydlow; claws brownish, . 


667. Hodgson’s Frogmouth. Balrachostomus hodgsoni hodgsoni (G. R. Gray) 

Otothrix hodgsoni G. R. Gray, 1859, Proc. Zoo!. Soc, London: lOI, pi. 152, Aves 
(Northern India *= Darjeeling) 

Batraehstomm hodgsoTti TVpch<mdi'K,o6lz, 1954, Coatrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. I: 27 (Karong, Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 1633, Vol. 4: 378 
Plate 55, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAME. SOmbong (Manipur 
Naga). 

SIZE. 1^1)013 4- ; length c. 27 cm 
(lOiin). 

held characters. As for 666, q.v. 
See Key. 

Young (immature). Like adult 
female but duller blackish brown; 
signs of the collar show very early. 
Iris dull browTi; bill homy grey, 
pinkish above (B^cr). 

status, DisTRiBuno.v and habitat. 
Resident. Apparently rare. Sikkim 
(from extreme eastern Nepal?), 
k.itan Assam hills north and south of Brahmaputra Nagaland, 

[anipur Mir£o(?), East Pakistan (Tipptra ^d Chittagong HJI Tracu), 
-tw«n c 300 and 1800 ra. Affects sub-tropical evergreen forest. 

'Exlralimikil Hill ofN. Burma (Chin, Kachin, etc.). 



Head, 


* GENERAL habIts, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Morc Of IcJs as in 666, but 
imperfectly known. 

• BREEDING. ^Vofon, April to July. JV<u/ and si’lc, 85 in 666. noimmiy 

2 sometimes a singleton, white, elliptical. Average sizcof30cggs2o*5X 
17*6 mm (Baker). Both sexes incubate, the male mostly during 
According to Baker both birds assist in making the nest, pulhng the do^ 
fi'om their loivcr plumage and welding it into the branch and then into e 
nest itself. 

Museum Diagnosis, For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL 
Nestling covered with bright rufous down. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

TaU 

cP!? 126-141 

(from feathers) 
17-18 

e. 15-16 

131-143 mm 


width at gape 




29-32 


(Baker) 

.. AMI n-f,. 


colours of dare parts. Iris ibriegatcd grey, brown and yellow. Bill fl 7 


pink or yellowish horn. Feet pinkish flesh. 


Family Capri mulgidae: Nightjars or Goatsuckers 

lorphological details etc. see Stresemann, E., 1927-34, /«*. K7, 

138,2 : 25I; Baker, 1927,4 : 358; Junge. G.C.A., 1964, Art.de N.shtjsr 
ison, A. L. (ed.), Brio Diet. Birds, London & New York, 
lort, weak, flexible and with an enocmoiis gape. N«lrib W • 
id primary (as.) generally longest. Family represented roug 


Key to the Genera 

No ear-tufts; strong rictal bristles present Ceprims^ ^ 

Well developed erect ear-tufts; no rictal bristles Burost^podas 

Genus Eurostopodus Gould 

Euralojxdia Gould, 1838, April, S)-n. Bds. Austr., app., (4): I. Ty^ hy lubiequcU 
doignaiion, Caprimulgm guttotus Vigors & Honflcld . 

Ijneorms Gould, 1838, Icona Avium, (2), pL I4-^Type, by monotypy, 

eerrirrietps Gould fest- 

Distingtushed from Caprirmilgus by absence of rirfal bristles and proenw 
tufts or aigrettes consisting of a few elongated, creclile fcathen just a « ^ ^ 

ear-coverts. Sexes rJike. Represented by one speacs with two races 
limits. 


Eurostopodus wacrotw (Vigors): Great Eared Nichijar 

Key to ihe SabepeeJe# 


Wing over 290 mm . 
^\lng under 290 mm 


,£.‘ rn. arxvde'Pt 
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668, Eurosiopodus macrotis cerviniceps (Gould) 

LynccmU cmxnictps Gould, 1838, leones Avium, (2), pi. 14 and text (‘ Said to 
bo a nativc.of China or the adjacent islands *= Trang, Peninsular Siam by~ 
designation of Robinson & KIoss, 1923, Jour. Nat. Hist. Soc. Siam 5: 140) 

Baker, FBI No. 1631, Vol. 4: 374 

LOCAL KAUE. Din ho nah (Assam), 

SIZE. House Crow — ; length c. 41 cm (16 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A vciy large and handsome dark coloured nightjar 
with the characteristic mottled and vermiculated plumage of the family 
— grey, black, buff, and chestnut. Two prominent erectile car*tufts on sides 
of head behind the eyes, and distinctive whistling call diagnostic. Sexes 
alike. 

In overhead flight large size, long tail, and stately wng-bcats particularly 
striking, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Possibly local migrant 
in some areas; thus in NE. Cachar * appears about beginning of August; 
very plentiful in August and September; disappears at the end of the rains * 
(James Inglis, 1877, SF 5: 17). Assam east and south of Brahmaputra 
river, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo, East Pakistan (Tippera and Chittagong 
Hill Tracts). Affects evergreen and moist-deciduous biotope, from plains 
level to e. 1000 m alt.; commonest in foothills country. 

Extralimital. Southern Yunnan south through Burma and Malay Penin- 
sula and Penang; SE. Thailand, South Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Crcpuscular and nocturnal. Roosts during daytime 
squatting belly to ^ound, or on a fallen log amongst scrubby undergrowth ^ 
in a ravine; also in caves (Tenasserim, Burma). Issues forth at sundo^vn 
heralded by the distinctive clear whistling calls, circling high above the 
forest tree-tops irith the leisurely deliberate wing-beats of an owl. Descends 
lower as the dusk deepens, sailing svdftly a metre or two above ground on 
motionless wings like a harrier to liawk winged insects in a forest clearing;' 
sometimes a loose party of 7 or 8 birds criss-crossing one anotlier at different 
levels in the air. 

FOOD. Moths, bugs, beetles, flying termites, and other insects captured 
on the wing. 

VOICE and calls. In general pattern similar to 669 of Kerala; described 
by A. F, P. Christison as ‘ Pei-wheeoo-wheeoo^ivheeoo repeated a variable 
number of times, followed by a protracted , quavering whistle ending in a 
cadence Uttered chiefly on the 'ving; sometimes repeated for several 
minutes while squatted on a tree-stump like a nightjar, the head shot 
forward with a jerk at each call. 

BREEDING. Season, mainly January to April as far as known. jVwI, none 
built. Egg, a singleton laid on the bare ground in thin forest or bamboo 
jungle under shelter of a bamboo clump or thick bush. Broad to long 
ellipse in shape, typical of the nightjars,- pale yellowish cream to deepish 
rosy salmon (when fresh), variably marbled with pale grey and occasionally 
pale bright reddish?. Average size of 6 eggs 42*1 X 30*5 mm (Baker). 
Share of. the sexes in the domestic chores, and incubation period, unknown. 


6 


Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. 

UEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(flom feathers) 

0^9 292-317 c. 10-11 21-22 207-225 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF bare PARTS, Iris hazcl to dark bro>vn. BUI pale pinlush homy 
to pinkish brown, tip and culmen darker; gape flesh-coloured. -Legs and feet 
fleshy brown to pale broiviL 


669. EuTOstopodus macrotis bourdilioni (Hume) 

LjmcoTTtis Bourdilioni Anonymous = Hume, 1875, Stray Feathers 3: 302 
(Kalland, Khauni, Travancorc) 

Baker, FBI No. 1632, Vol, 4: 375 

Plate 55, fig. 10 


• t. r 




LOCAL NAME. SMdhjxi muzhdkki (Malayalam). 

SIZE. House Crow — ; length c. 40 cm (15| in.). 

HELD characters. Asor668,q.v. 


See Museum Diagnosb. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 
Range curiously discontinuous and 
restricted [cf, Balrachostomus moniliger 
(666)] but absent in Ceylon. Known 
only from Kerala (Kottayam, Qui- 
lon, and Trivandrum dbts.) and Goa 
(Valpoi?,JBNHS 73:45). Sedentary 
and local ; not uncommon where oc- 
curring. Confined to evergreen and moist deciduous biotope, chiefly loothilb 
Jungle and up to c. 1000 metres. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 668, q.v.. 

VOICE and calls. A beautiful loud, clear, rather supercilious-sounding 
(‘ wailing *) double- or 3-noted whistle, whuudieecew uttered chiefly on the 
wing — the first syllable short and abrupt, the second very long and d^a^\^I- 
out. A third short undertone note preceding the call is often audible at close 
range. Heard mostly during the short interval between sunset and dark, 
and then again in a brief bu»^t at earliest da^vn before the birds retire for 
the day. Silent at night except for sporadic calls during moonlight. Several 
birds answer one another from different directions. 

BREEDING. Seoson, January to May, chiefly February and March. No 
nest. Egg, a singleton, laid on the bare ground on a bush-covered broken 
hillside or in thin undergrowth in forest. The same site is said to be occupied 
ycai after year. Eggs very variable in colour and markings — from un- 
marked rich salmon-cream » > the same blotched and speckled with chest- 
nut; or cream, densely marbled with brown at one end and clouded Mth 
grey ^kewhere. Average sizh of 40 eggs 40*0 X 28*8 mm (Baker). 
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Museum Diagnosis. Doubtfully dutinguishable from 668 except by smaller 
size. Perhaps a little darker with less buff and more grey on the wings and upper- 
parts. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) s 

0^9 274-285 20-22 c. 21 182-203 mm 

(HW, SA, Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iru bfown. Bill pinkish brown, nostrils and tips of 
both mandibles blacldsh brown. Legs pale pink; toes duskier; claws homy brown. 

NOTE. Possibly some form of Eurostopodus occurs in the Andaman group 
of islands. It is claimed to have been seen on Southern Jolly Boy Island by 
a party including two competent and dependable observers. Dr Stoliezka and 
Mr Ball (Hume, 1874, SF 2: 162), but no spedmen was collected, nor has 
been since. 

Genus Caprimulous Unnacus 

Caprimulgus linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, I: 193. Type, by taiitonymy, 
Caprimulguj curopaeus Linnaeus 

Wing long and pointed: 2nd primary (as.) longest, 1st and 3rd slightly shorter. 
^Tail long, graduated. Rictal bristles strong and numerous, generally white at base. 
Tarsus feathered in some species, naked in others. Sexes alike except that in some 
species the white patches in the wings and tail of the male are buff or rufous in the 
female. 

Nightjars arc soft-plumagcd, long-wingcd, crcpuscular and nocturnal birds with 
longish tails, very short legs and short soft bills with enormous gapes. Plumage 
overall mottled, vermiculated, barred and streaked with brownish buff, Brcy, 
rufous, black and white, blended in a remarkably obliterative or camouflaging 
pattern. The different species arc usually difficult to idendfy in the field exapt 
by their calls chicRy beard in the breeding season, which are distmctlvc and speci- 
fically diagnostic. Sec Key to the Calls, 


Key to the Speciea 

A Greater part or whole of tarsus feathered; back with black streaks and 

spots 1 

B Tarsus almost naked 2 

1 Four outer p:drs of tail-feathers with subtcrminal white spots in 

male C. indieur 

Two outer pairs of tail-feathers tipped white m male. a 

a A white spot on first three primaries in male; tarsi three-quarters 

feathered C. turtpasas 

A white spot on first four primaries in male; tarsi feathered all 

o^TT C. masTUTUs 

2 Distinct but narrow black streaks on back G. erielicu 

No distinct black streaks on back k 

b Outer tan-feathers tipped white in male, buff in female 

C, fnaVattoafr 

Outer tail-feathers all white except at tip in male ; mottled through- 
out in female C, 


Page 
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Key to Nightjar Calls 

Scries of soft, rapid kooroo, kooroo, kooroo or u>hoo, ivhoo, whoo, tvhoo 

Ceylon Frogmouth (666) 

Frequently repeated pu^wheeoo-wheeoo-wheeoo 

Burmese Great Eared Nightjar (668) 

Clear double- or 3-notcd long-draun ivhistle whi'wketeew 

Kerala Great Eared Nightjar (669) 

Long runs of quickly repeated loud chuck^ehuck-chuch or chuckdb-ckuckoo- 

chuckoo etc HiTnala>'an Jungle Nightjar (670) 

As above, or alternatively runs of Vk'-krUkroo . . Indian Jungle Nightjar (67 Ij 
Oft-repeated chuBm ehuk'm chxdCm ' like exhaust-note of small gas engine ’ 

Ceylon Jungle Nightjar (6721 

Steady whirring notes, and quick-repeated subdued chutk-thuck-chuck as of 

House Gecko Hume's European Nightjar (673) 

Soft, long-continued p nTTrn rrr like Bustard-Quail’s drumming 

Sykes’s or Sind Nightjar (674) 

Loud, resonant chaunk, chaunk, ekaunk like hammering on wooden plank 

Longtailed Nightjar (675) 

Chuck-chuek-ckuehchxukr-r’T-r, Uko pelted stone skidding over ice 

Little Nightjar (680) 

Single, sharp, penetrating swMh (or choo-ee or like sound of whiplash 

cutting air .Franklin's Nightjar (682) 
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Cafrimulous iNDicus Latham: Indian Jungle Nightjar 
Key ro the Subspecies 


A Upperparts paler; wing c. 172 to 198 mm C. i, indieus 

B Uppcrpirls darker 1 

1 Smaller; wing c. 167 to 184 mm C. i. ktlaarti 

Larger; wing c. 196 to 219 mm 

a More rufous, less grey * • C. ». hazarae 

b More grey, less rufous C.i.jolaka 


670. Caprimulgus indicus hazarae IVhistIcr &. Kinncar 

Caprimulguj indiaa hazatae tz Kinncar, 1935, Jour. Bombay nat. HisL Soc. 

38: 37 (Abbotlahad, Hazara, Himala)*as) 

Capririulguj indicus Tnrf.vton Koclz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Fjcploration, No. 1: 
27 (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No- 1626 (part), Vol. 4: 367 

LOCAL NAME^. CtJii^pdk, CUinpp'i, Ddbchin, Ddbnnk (for all nightjars — Hindi); 
Tenor (LepeSa); U’apaldmi (all nightjars — Naga); Dao chuk (Gichari). 

SIZE. Pigoon — ; length c. 32 cm (12i in.). 

rirLD cir'tRACTTRs. As far die Genus, q.v. Call diagnostic, see below; 
nho kvv-s to the Species and Subspecies, and Museum Diagnosis. 

Female similar to male but tail-fcallicrs mottled tliroughout and 
withr.i*; the white tip;. No white spots on primaries; these more or less indi- 
cuicxl by smaller rufous spots or patches. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. .Resident, local and altitudinal 
migrant. The entire Himalayas from Hazara dist. in N\V. Pakistan eastward 
to NEFA (including Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan). Assam hills north and south 
of Brahmaputra river, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo, and East Pakistan; from 
the foothills to c. 3300 metres. Affects forest glades, and sparsely scrubbed 
ravines and hillsides contiguous with jungle. 

Extralimilal. Yunnan, Burma, Malay Peninsula — Peters. 

' CENERAi, HABITS. Inseclivorous, crepuscular, and nocturnal. Roosts in 
some shady fpot during daytime squatted lengthwise on a bough, or on the 
ground among dry leaves and stones where its coloration obliterates it in 
an astonishing way^ Emerges soon after sunset to hawk winged insects, 
flying about and sailing erratically above the forest or close to the ground 
in glades and clearings, performing agile aerial contortions in pursuit of 
prey. Is fond of squatting in the middle of cross-country earth tracks after 
c^usk, its eyes gleaming ruby in the headlights of an oncoming car, and is 
adept at dodging clear by flip-flap zigzags when w’ithin an ace of being run 
over. Flight completely silent as in the likc\v'isc sofr-plumaged owls except 
for an occasional smack of the %ving-tips during the lightning twists and 
turns. In spite of the very short legs, occasionally runs for short distances, 
e.g. at the nest site, with a shuffling, waddling gait, often with the wings 
raised almost vertically back to back. 

FOOD. Moths, bugs, beetles, and other winged insects captured in the 
air, 

VOICE and calls. Calling commences as soon as dusk deepens to darkness 
and, with short breaks, is sustained more or less continuously through the 
night, ceasing only at dawn. Particularly vocal during moonlight nights in 
the breeding season. Call normally of two types: (1) a quick-repeated chuck ' 
(or tuck)-chuck-chuck (at c. 5 chucks in 2 seconds) in unbroken runs of 50 or 
more, (2) a less rapid chuckoo-chuckoo-chuckoo in runs of 3 to 14 (at the rate 
of about 3 in 2 seconds), the runs repeated monotonously again and again 
for 3 to 5 minutes at a stretch with an occasional miss of a beat or a pause 
of a second or two. The chuckoo calls sometimes end in a pleasant hollow- 
sounding wowowowowowo fading off in a series of ‘ intake ’ whistles remi- 
niscent of an oil-engine conking out. This, according to one observer (A. E. 
Jones), is while the calling male is chasing' another bird, * probably its 
mate \ 

A third call, vk-krukroot common in the nominate peninsular race 
(671, q.v.), has curiously enough not been recorded in the Himalayan 
bird. 

BREEDING. Scoson^ March to June, principally April and May. No nest. 
BggSj 2, white, marbled with primary markings of dark grey or greyish 
brown, and secondary markings of pale grey; quite different from those 
of the tw'o other races of induttsX Average size of 100 eggs 30*7 X 22*7 mm 
(Baker). Both sexes share incubation; incubation period vide Baker 16 to 
17 days. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species; for details of plumage, Baker loc. 
cit. Separable from the nominate race (671), in a series, by the general tone of 
coloration being warmer and browner (less grey); marldngs on the back heavier; 
barring on the tail broader. Also, individuals tend to average larger in'size. 


MEASUREMEKn 

Wing TaU 

ri'd’ 200-215 124-146 mm 

" 9 9 187-203 I26-I37mm 

(HW, BB, SA) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dccp bro^m. Bill pinkish brown, paler at base a-l 
gape. Feet fleshy brown. 


671. Caprimulgtts indicus indicus Latham 
Ccprimulgas iniinti Latham, 1790, Index Orn. 2s 588 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. (625, VoL 4: 366 
Plate 55, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Same as for 670 where applicable. Kapco (Adivasi Bhflj); 
ehiickoo (Malayalam) ; DihSid Blrdhani ( = God’s carpenter— Oriya). 

SIZE, Pigeon — ; length c. 29 cm (Hi in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for tlic Genus, q.v. Sec kc>’S to the Spedcs acd 
f Subspecies, and Museum Diagnosis. 

Female differs from male as in 670. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt and partial local migrant. 
Practically all India south of the Himalayas including Kerala. Absent in 
W. Rajasthan, Kutch, and sub-Himalayan W. Pakistan. Affects open scrub, 
and dry- and inoist-dccidupus jungle; from plains level up to c. 2300 m in 
the peninsular and S. Indian hills:' Teak plantations and mixed bamboo 
forest arc favourite haunts. 



„|[IO CiMccra, {670). C.r.,«to(67i). 

C. !. kttaerli (672). 


NIGHTJARS ■" 

OENERAL HAsrrs and food. As in 670, q.v. , 

VOICE and CALLS. In addition to the two calls described under 670, penin- 
sular bU commonly have a third call -a pleasant though rather mournful 
ik-hikm, monotonously repeated every two seconds or so, in unbroken 

runs of a quarter or halfhour. 1 1 is resumed after a short pause, and cqntmiied 

thus more or less througliout the night, particularly m moonlight Either 
the first two calls or the third arc uttered at a time (by same or different 
individuals?); we have not heard one type of call being switched over to 
the other -while a bird is calling. The significance of this alternative caU in 
pemnsular birds is not understood. In moonlight, m breeding season, ^lis 
^ night in long unbroken runs -chuck-chuck-chuck-chuck etc.-zt about 
two cAucits per second, sounding in the distance singularly hke the oil engine 
of a village flour mill. ^ . a m w 

BREEDINO. Siason, February to May, chiefly 
Eegs, 2, very similar to those of C. m. alripcmu (676) and different from 
those of the Himalayan race; pale creamy to warm buff, spattered irregularly 
all over with blackish- or reddish brown spots. Laid on the bare ground 
on a stony hill slope, or in a ravine, somefimra but not 
of a bush. Average size of 38 eggs 30-4 X 21-3 mm (Baker). Both sexw 
incubate; incubation period undetermined, presumably as m the Himalayan 

race (670) — 16 or 17 days. . , „ . , .v 

Museum Diaonosb. See Key to the Species. Compared with C. 1 . haearu. Urn 
eace is greyer on the upperparts, more findy streakrf on the back, and more 
barred TO the taU. Juveniles are very different-looking, with much warm bnek- 
rufous suffusion in the plumage. ^ 


tCEASURRMEKTS 

Wing 


Bill 

(from skull) 
20-24 
20-24 


174-198 20-24 *5-18 125-144 mm 

at" 95 2^24 15-18 1 24-1 35 mm 

9 9 181-195 40-40 ^ 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris brown; fine circumorbitaJ rim yeUow. Bifl h^y 
yellowish on commissure and gape. Feet pinkish brown; claw, pale homy 

• brown. 

672. Caprimulgus indicus kelaarti Blyth 

ICCAL BAMES. Bm icss* (SinhaU) ; mASx (Ti^). 

tS' &q>. Sec keys .0 the Species and 
Subsptdes, and Museum Diagnosis 

Female “ ™il3ee pecuUar to Ceylon. ResWent 

STATUS, “tsTWBtmoK and througtoS^ the hills to over 6^ ft 

in the Hill Zone ; locally aaUso. or Uva aspects where the climate 

[e. 1800 ro]. More common on the eastern or w t- 

is drier (Plullip)- 


j2 CAPRIMULGIFORiMES 

OE.VERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 670, q.v. min;,,,,,! ‘of 

voice and calls. Song described as far-carp'ing an ^ ^ 

the exhaust note of a small gas engine ‘ ‘ At cime ’ 

peated for many minutes at a time during the c o being super- 

quarters this song has a curious resonant quality, 
imposed, as it were, upon a ‘’'‘'“''’'"'S 'X'nbe hSc In hiS hnttUr 

courting male has also another note and steady, and tail widely 

hooUlrr . . . uttered in flight svith snngs held Ing . ^ ^ebilc lips o! 

expanded and canted to one side or the other, ' W 
the four outer feathers ’ (Henry). Cf. “i™ P , „ smaller rcplic-u 

BREEDING. Stosm, Fcbruary/March ’.r, on bare stony 

of those of tlie Indian bird (671); 2^ 7 r.tm (Baker), 

ground in similar sites. Average size of 12 egg nominate 

: Museum DmCNOSB. See Key to die Species. Suuller than .he nom 

(671) with the tail perhaps darker and more heavily arr 

MEASUREMENTS Wing TTail 


Tail 
126 mm 
116 mm ■ 
(H'V) 


Weight 1 o? 69 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 671. 


672a. Ch^Wgutihfe>/4^-tTeinminck&Sehlegel 
(Sec Appendix, p. 257) 

673. Home’s Eoropean Nightjar. Caprimulgus turepams umn 

Cajaiamlgus icmamiHume, 1871, Ibis: 406 (Agrore \ all^ a^ ^ 

of Abboitabad. The specimens listed as ty;« m pe Cat. no 
from the former locality; 

Baler. FBI No. 1619, Vol. 4: 359 

„„ .. »,i («>. »■»" “■ 

Range); Petak (Rawalpindi dbt.). 

SEE. Myna -h; length r. 25 cm (10 in.). brown nigld- 

field CHARACTER3. As for thc Gcnu5, q. . nwtmosis. 

jar. Sec keys to thc Species and Calls, and ,, „l,iic win?- 

^ Female similar to m-ale but with no ^^I^.ames p.mfu-riy 

bar is replaced by bnff, someumes whiush in centre 
marked with dark brown. ' - . . -nj pass.Tge tnlj- 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN " ay" pjHstan, brLiing in ^ 

rant (April/May to August/September) to ^ ,500 and 28?’ 

lower hills and valleys of the mountmn c^man, etc.) and m 

ni in G. and N. Baluchistan (Kalat, Quetta, „ f^urram VallcT- 

S’e Mghan frontier .areas (P-^hawar and lUwalpm^. ^ 

Thai, etc.), north to Gilgit “’^“0 by Meincruhagra 

[rAugiSTcsm'im 9°'”;^'’" s'in“ and Ku"<* 
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NW. Pakistan, etc. over Arabia to ib winter quarters in Africa, The bulk 
evidently’ By-passes these areas on north%\'ard passage in spring (c. April) 
since the bird is rare in Sind at that season, and apparently absent in 
Kutch. Stragglers have been recorded in Jodhpur (Rajastl-ian) and Bombay 
City in October, and as far east as Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh (e. 83®E.) 
in Januai^’. Afiects sparsely forested and open hillsides with Dodonoea, 
Gjmnospojia and suchlike bushes. 


CoprimixifcTs earopaeus 



Breeding range -5 C. /. ujia-ini (673^. 

1 , a, 3 , 4 exlralimital races. 


Extralimilal. Breeds also from ilic eastern shores of the Caspian Sea 
cast to Kuldja and tlie Khangai Mountains, south to Persia and probably 
S. Afghanistan. ^Vinte^s in eastern Africa from -the Sudan south to Natal. 

CENERAi- HABITS. As in 670, q.v. In summer (on breeding ground) met 
with singly or in pairs; on autumn migration passage sometimes in loose 
parties or flocks of 6 to 20 (or more) roosting on stony scrubland in day- 
rime, flying about erratically hawking sringed insects at dusk, freely perching 
on telegraph posts and \sircs svhere available. On account of its swift and 
agile zigzag flight when chased, apparendy is (or ^^■as, in the hey'day of 
falconry ?) much prized by tlie loci sporting gentry in the Punjab as a 
quarry for trained hawks. 

FOOD. Moths, crickets, grasshoppers, dung beedes (Copridac) and other 
insects. 

VOICE and calus. In summer described as a steady whirring note 
uttered both on the ground and from a bush or tree; call on die w-ing as 
very similar to that of Franklin's Nightjar (C, a. montUolQ)f a sharp eheo-ee 
or siveeesk, A low chuckle when flushed during daytime (H, W. Waite). 


While a transient on passage, an occasional quick-repeated radicr subdued 
cfiuck^chick^kiick^chuck etc. of the quality and volume of a House Gecko's 
call (Hemidacijtus), but faster (SA). 

BREEDD 5 C. Sioson, May to July, prindpally June. No nest. 2, laid 
on bare ground on the side of a stony hill or ravine, under shelter of a bush ; 
somewhat variable, chiefly white or pinkish white, spotted with black all 
over the surface, Vbith underlying secondary blotches, scrawls and smears 
of pale lavender-grey. Unconfusablc with eggs ofC, a: morJicola or C. mahrat^ 
Unsis often found in die same localities. Average size of 44 eggs 29*9 x 2 1 * 2 
mm (Baker). Share of the sexes in the domesde chores, and incubauon 
period, unrecorded. 

♦ Museum Diacsoss. See Key to the Species. Differs from the nominate race of 
Europe (for description of whose plumages etc. see Witherby, 1938, 2: 254-€) in 
bring slightly paler and greyer. The white marks on the Snt three primaries of the 
male extend lurthcr, reaching the shaft of the leathers and often ^tending to the 
outer web. Female greyer and sandier than in europceus. 



Chick {in doum). * Almost completely clothed with dov^m. General colour pale 
isabcUinc, paler than m extTop<ieus ; dark spots on head, wings and thighs black not 
brown as in'europcius *. (Hcchurst). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d’9 172-192 c. 9-10 r. 16-17 (1 17) 125-144 mra 

" (Baker, SA) 

COU 5 URS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet fleshy- or 
reddbh brown. 


673a. Egyptian Nightjar. Captimutgus aegyplitis arerMoior Scvcrlzov 
(See Appendix, p. 258} 

674. Sykes's Nightjar. Cn/>rinm/ 5 wmaftrnflfnJU Sykes 

Captimulgti^ MokTattaisiz Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. Ix>ndon: 83 (Mahrattas [?]) 
Baker, FBI No- 1628, Vol. 4; 369 
Plate 55, fig. 3 ■ 

LOOM- names. Cfdiippch, Chfiappa (all nightjars — Hindi); Shapher (Baluchi). 

SIZE. Myma i; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD characters. As for the Genus, q.v*. A small sandy grey semi- 
desert haunting nightjar, finely vermlculatcd above with wavy bars of 
light browTi. See Key to the Species. 
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Female similar to male but with the spots on pritnarics smallex and 
fulvous-tinged; tail-spots fulvous, often somewhat vermiculatcd with 
brown. 

FTATus, DiSTWBunoN and HABITAT. Resident in AV. Pakistan (Sind, Balu- 
chistan [including coastal and central Makran], Afghan frontier dbtricts); 
apparently only summer visitor (breeding) in some parts, c.g. Punjab Salt 
Range; in the plains and at moderate elevations up to c. 500 m in the arid 
hilts. Breeds in Kutch; possibly also Saurashtra, Rajasthan and N. Gujarat. 
Widely but sparsely distributed in winter, straggling to W. Khandesh, Deccan 
(Ahmadnagar, Nasik), Konkan (Kaly'an, Ratnagiri), south to N. Mysore 
(Bclgaum). Recorded also from' Simla and Delhi; not farther cast than c,77®E.* 
Affects emdrons of semi-desert cultivauon, and stony wasteland cut up by dry 
torrent beds — sometimes sand dunes in pure desert dotted with sparse xero- 
phytic bushes {Capparis cpf^lla, Salvadora oftoitiej, etc.) In winter frequently 
flushed in daytime from foot of grass tussocks on dried-up borders ofjhccls. 

Extralimilal. Afghanistan, SE. Iran. 

CEKERAL, KABTTs. As in 670 and other mghtjars. ‘ More crepuscular 
than others of the genus; ncv’cr sits on a tree* (T. R. Bell, e. 1905, Sind 
MS.), Sometimes found right out in rolling sandy desert, roosting in day- 
time in the shelter, of a scraggy thorn bush topping a wind-rippled dune. 
In Sind has been obscrv’cd coming out from the desert at dusk to hawk over 
a grassy suTunp. 

FOOD. Melolonthid beetles and other dusk-fl>4ng insects. 

VOICE and calls, * Very like that of a frog, heard after sunset ' (Nicol 
Gumming, Baluchistan). ‘A long-continued pun like that of a Bustard- 
Quail (7«m£x taigear) — pnrr r rrTrr — but in a higher key, and softer. Always 
uttered, when settled on ground * (T, R. Bell, Sind), A low, soft chuckle — 
cluck cluck — when flushed during daytime. 

breeding. overall February to August, mainly March to May, 

No nest. Eggs, 2, laid on bare stony grotmd in arid hummodey counir>' or 
on salt-encrusted pals or kallcr in semi-desert in the shelter of a Cappciis 
or suchlike bush; also on tamarisk-covered sandy aits in the Indus (in 
Sind). Ground colour grc>'ish white mottled all over with dark grey or 
brownish grey, and Arilli secondary clouds of pale grey. Readily distinguisbed 
from other nightjars’ ^gs by general pattern of coloration — densely 
mottled grey rather than definitely marked or spotted. Average size of 
36 eggs 28'8 X 20*9 mm (Baker). Incubation c\*idcntly by both sexes; 
period undetermined. 

Museum Diacnoss. See Key to the Speries, Foe details of plumage see Baker, 
loc dt. * In females the while spots on the three outer primaries arc smaller and 
suffused with buff th an in males, especially on the third feather; the two 
outer taa-fathcTj entirdy lack the white tips of the male, and Kivt a bufBsh spot 
on the outer feather, or the two outer feathers, or no spot at all * fHcriiurst). 

Chick (in do^\■Tl). 'General colour whitish isabellinc and so rather paler t h a n 
dark marks less pronounced than in tszzevdj but in the same positions* 

(Ticchum). 

. E. Osemtoa's spcoocn from Gorakhpur, U.P. e. 83*E. (JBNHS 32: 541) h rtaSy a 
jimriSe cf C «. rusiiL' 9 'a fri* 4S1imJer, ibid. 38; 38), and Baicr*s leo crd of a itragsia* a 

Purcea, W. Bengal * cannot be verihed- 


MEASUREMENTS 

\N5ng EiU Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

o'? 157-173 c. 18-20 c. 18-22 100-104 mm 

Wright 1 d 58, 1 2 56 g (BNHS). (Baker. SA) 

COLOURS OF B.\KE PARTS. Iris dark browTi. Bill browTi, pinkish at base, gape, 
and on commissure. Legs and feel pale fleshy brown; claws black. 


Caprimulgus macrurus Horsficld: Lonctailed Nightjar 
Key to the Subspecies 


Page 


Smaller; wing under 190 mm 1 

Larger; wing over 190 mm 2 

1 Black streaks on ctowti largely confined to centre C. m. efn^mnir 

Black streaks on ctowtj more widely scattered C.n. endamcnicus 

2 Upperpans paler C. m, ctbonotalas 

Uppcipans darker C. rr. bimacidaUis 

cf. Mces, G. F., 1977, Zool. Verb., No. 155: 1-49 
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675. Caprimutgus macrurus clbonotatus Tickcll 

Ccphruilgus Alba^.otatis Tickcll, 1833, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 2 5B0 
{Dampara, Dhoibhum, Bengal) [Now* in Qiaibasa disL, Bihar] 
Ccprinvjlguj Tupdaim Hartert, 1892, Cat. Bds. Brit, Mus. 16; 540 (ex Hodgson 
MS., a nomeit nudum died in s>-non>'my ofC. clSoaoUttus by Hodgson, 1844, 
in Zook. Afisc.; 82) 

Ccprimulpu laecrcsr-Ls hoigserd Baker, 1930, Fauna Brit. Itid., Eds., ed, 2, 7; 372. 

New' name for Caprimutgus rxpdensis Hartert, not a\'ailable 
Caprixsdgas ruscTvrtts noctxrigilus Koclr, £954, Contrib. InsL Regional Exploration, 
No. 1 ; 26 (Bbad%var, Kangra disl., Punjab) 

Baker, FBI Nos, 1623-4, Vok 4: 364-5 
Plate 55; fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Itu khsli (Assam); Dsa chuck (Cachari); Chupha (all nisl^tjars — 
Bihar). 

SIZE. Pigeon slenderer. Length c. 33 cm (13 in.). 

FIELD ciL\RACTERs. As for thc Gcnus, q.v. A medium-sized brownish 
buff forest nightjar of remarkably camouflaging plumage. Sec kes-s to 
Species and Subspecies, and Calls. 

Female. Similar to male but ^s^th tips of outer tail-fcatiicrs pale yellowish 
buff instead of white as in thc races ctripcnr.ts and ccquabilis (676, 677). 

STATUS, DETRiBunoN’ and HAUrTAT. Resident and partially migratoiy. 
Tlie Himalav-an foothills up to r. ICOO ra altitude (locally to c. 2200 m) 
in summCT, and the submontane tract (icrai, bliabar, dun, and duar) 
from Punjab through Ifrinachal Pradesh, Garhwal, Kumaon, Ncn.Tl, 
Sikkim. Bhutan, and NEFA; Assam north and south of Brahmaputra 
river, and northern Nagaland. Distribution on western side south of sub- 
Himalzyan Punjab (N. Maharashtra etc.) uncertain. Occurs in appropriate 




264 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 4: 17-20 

NIGHTJARS, GOATSUCKERS 17 


biotope in the Gangetic Plain east tlirough Bihar to W. Bengal and 
Pakistan, Orissa and northern Andhra (in the E. Ghats) south to c, 18®Mr, 
lat. (Anantgiri), tlic population hereabouts being largely intermediate with 
the southern atnpenms (676). AfTects shady wooded nullahs in sal and 
moist-deciduous forest. . ' 

GENERAL iiASiTS. Crcpuscular and nocturnal. Normally keeps singly' or 
in pairs, squatting in daytime amongst dry leaves and debris in a shady 
nullah' astonishingly camouflaged in such surroundings. Occasionally a 
dozen or more birds may be flushed from a favourite spot, or be seen hawking 
in a rabble at dusk, like swallows, over a forest glade or clearing. Perchw 
freely on trees, across a twig as well as lengtinvise along a thicker bough, 
commonly calling from sucli positions or from the tip of a bare upright 
stem, silhouetted against the moonlit sky. Habitually squats in tlic middle 
of paths and forest roads, flying up and sailing around every now and again 
to hawk over the adjacent clearings in agile zigzag acrobatics, and sailing 
back to the same spot after each sortie. Sometimes even hovers in the air 
momentarily, and is capable of shuffling rapidly on the ground for a few 
paces when occasion demands. Rises abruptly from almost under an ob- 
server's foot, flying with silent wing flaps in front and squatting in his path 
again a short way ahead; will often do this repeatedly as the stroller ad- 
vances. The eyes of the squatting bird gleam crimson-pink in the headlights 
of an oncoming car; it is expert at dodging clear in the nick of time by 
flip-flap turns and twists on the wing, but occasionally comes to grief. 

FOOD. Moths, beetles, and other dusk- and. night-flying insects. Among 
stomacli contents the followng specifically identified: Catkarsius sabaens, 
piWA'mv, 

mens sp., Vespa orienlalis, Opatrum sp., coprid and carabid beetles, and 
hemiptcran bugs (Mason & Lefroy, 1912). 

VOICE and calls. A distinctive, loud and resonant ehaunk, chaunk, ehaunk, 
chaunkf etc. reminiscent in the distance of heavy blo^vs of a hammer or adze 
on a wooden plank; uttered from ground or tree. The calls are prefaced 
by hoarse croaks like a bullfrog’s {Rana tigrina)^ the initial runs being of 
2 to 4 quickly repeated chaunk^, as if the bird was tuning up. The calling 
soon settles down to sustained runs of 50 chaunks or more each at the rate 
of about 5 ckaunks in 4 seconds. With brief pauses, it is kept up almost in- 
cessantly from soon after dusk to dawn, the birds being particularly noisy 
during the breeding season. 

BREEDING. Season^ principally March toMay. No nest built. Eggs^ normally 
2, laid in a scrubby nullah on the bare ground or a few dry leaves scraped 
together: pale creamy to deep rich salmon-buff, speckled and spotted with 
ashy grey and dull reddish broivn. Average size c. 32 X 23 mm. Both sexes 
share in incubation; period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec keys to the Species and Subspecies. In freshly killed birds 
three white or whitish bands on upperside of wing formal by the tips of greater, 
median, and longest lesser coverts conspicuous; in museum skins where 'ylng cannot 
be pulled open, these less prominent. 

Young (described from a juv. cf, Nepal). Throat rufous; bars on abdomen 
and vent finer; tips of outer tail-feathers white on inner web and rufous on outer; 
spots on the primaries rufous (Biswas). 
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MFASURnfJrNTS 

Bill Tanus Xai! 

' (from skull) 

(?9 207-228 20-24 19-21 146-179 mm" 

(iriV, SA, BB) 

COLOURS OF BAKE PARTS. Iris broTO. Bill <l.Trlc broivn a( tip, (Itsliy bro\%n is 
reddish on bo'e, commBsure, and gape. Feet reddish to purplish bro«-n; soles pinVah 
flesh. 


676, 677. Capnmulgiis macrunts atripennis Jtrdon 
Caprimulgus alnpennhjcrdon, 1845, III. Ind. Om., pi. 24 
(Eastern Ghats to west orNcIJore) 

Capnmutgus macrunts aequabilis Ripfey, 1915 Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 65; 40 
A (Trincomalcc, NE. Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1620, Vol. 4; 351 

LOCAL NAMES. All nightjars : AsKapprigddu (Tclugu) ; Padakaikurvex, Pdd\inp (Tamil); 
Rd It/t, Ra fAaurdan (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; slenderer. Length e. 28 cm (11 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for (hc Gciius .'\nd 675, q.v. Sec and Museum 
Diagnosis. 

Female has rips of outer (at7-fcariicrs white as m male aCbonohfus, 
q.v.). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAKiTAT. Resident. Peninsular India (S. 
Alaharasiitra, Andhra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala) roughly south of 

lat. IQ^N., tlic northern and soiuhern populations grading into oncanotlier. 
Affects evergreen and moist-deciduous biotope — partial to shady nullalis 
in mixed b.iniboo forest .and secondary scrub jungle; chiefly foothills and 
up to f. 2000 m. 

GENERAL HADiTs and FOOD. As in 673, q.v. 

VOICE and calls. A loud liquid cfiuckling Avwo or Averoo repeated ever)' 2 
seconds or so in runs of 15 minutes plus, throughout moonlit nights (SA). 
Rendered by Henry (in Sri Lanka) as *a curious grog, groggrag* and the ‘song’ 
as *a loud coughing bark quqffrr . . . quojfrr (1) repeated at intervals ihroughool 
the night, especially in moonlight*. 

imEKDiNc. Season^ overall March to July; mainly March and April. In 
Sri Lanka Fcbmary to Afay, chiefly April, with a sccondar)' season in August* 
September. EggSy 2 typical of the nightjars* broad ellipse. Cream or pale 
salmon-coloured (* pale coffee ’ — Betts) boldly blotched and spotted ivlih 
black. Laid on bare ground in a scrub-covered. nullah. Size e. 30 X 22 rnm 
(Baker). Both sexes incubate; period undetermined. Chick (clad in cinnamon 
down) capable of crawling away and hiding under leaves on alarm almost from 
the time of hatching. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Keys; for details of plumage, Baker loc. cil, 


NIGHTJARS 19 

Young (immature) like female but >Vith primaries much more barred wtth 
rufous, the notches and bars almost entirely disappearing in old birds. 

MEASUREMENTS • 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) > 

168-189 20-24 16-19 I21-I33mm 

(SA, HW, KoclzJ 

Weight I 5 74 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF RARE PARTS. Iris brown; fine circumorbital ring yellow. Bill horny 
brown, yellowish on commissure and gape. Feet pinkish brown; claw's pale horny 
brown. 


0 CAPRIMULGIFORMES^ 

Exlralimilal. Burma and southern Yunnan, .south to Tenasserim, ThaUand 
ind the Indochinese countiies. . . j mcM 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOP, VOICE and CALLS. As in ® ’ 

,q.v. ‘A chuckle resembling OrcA . . . mh ouh crek or.c" 
isual chaunking call ; another resembling chock-a-chock frequenti) 

he wing ’ (H. C. Smith, Burma). . , i7,„, 9 normailv 

BREEDING. Stason, February to April, mainly '-.j! ijvcndef 

,ale yellowish creamy to warm pinWsh buff. 

p-cy or reddish grey. Average size of 60 eggs 31 -3 X i J'.g,,. 

Museum ViAamsa. See Key to the Subspecies. Sue m >n 
■cry dark in overall tone. Doubtfully distinct from C. m. hmaaMul 
ula, Sumatra, etc. 

measurements rr,|| 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from fcathen) 

(yip 195-223 e. 9-10 o 19-20 


168-181 mm 
(Baler) 


C0XX)UR5 or BARE PARTS. As in 675. 


678. Caprimulgus macrurus himaculatus Pcalc 

Cu/Vi-Rw/gm fiW/u/m Peale. 1848, U. S. Expl. &ped. 8: 170 (Singa^re) 
CeanWgm RRsmmM umflgam Harter., 1896, Ibis: 373 (Malay P».nsula, Burma, 
^ Assam and die eastern Himala>-as. Restricted to southern Tenassenm 
by KIoss, 1918, Ibis: 95-6) 

CafnWius m«ramr sileuam Koelz, 1954, Contrlb. Imt T^egional ExpIoraUon. 

^ No. 1 : 26 (Koh'ima, Naga HUU) 

Baker, FBI No. 1621 (part), Vol. 4: 363 

LOCAL names. None recorded. s 

:S'u,S^its'.''i"rrr'ihe efnus and Z, q.v!"^ Ke,-s and Musenm 


ET^JmsTEtBUTtCN and “ fro^^^^^ 

li-cultivation. 


679. Caprimulgus mamtmsmJmcmcus Hume 

Caprimulgus andamanicus Anonymous = Hume, 1873, Stray Fealhcn 
(Jolly Boys Island, Andaman Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 1622, Vol. 4: 363 


LOCAL NAMES. Nono recorded. ' ,ii ■ s 

SIZE. Pigeon slenderer. Length e. 28 cm (II ‘"•'g j.jyjand Museum 

FIELD cHARAGTEKs. Asfor thc Ccnus and 675, qg. • V* 

S^TUS, DBTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Strait. 

,uth Andaman fs. Apparcnrfyrtor races. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. flighting OUt 

l.v. Roosts during daytime among l“'-“ ^ l% 4 . JBNHS 61 : 536). 

dust to hasvk over mangrove ‘.1,, faulT to deep 

breeding. Season, clucfly I'ldtch-April. Fgg • (-32 eggs 28-8 X 

Imon, blotched and spotted svith blackish. “ „,h^^;„urbed 

• 9 mm (Bakef). Incubation by both seaes. mouth ’ 

w a few yards and kept moving about, a or iud of 

Ismaston). If eggs removed, lap a '' ,p y wickimm). 

osame spot in 3 or 4 weeks, but no. a third uni^P . ^ 

Mumm Diacnoso. Sec Key to tlm Subspecie*' nvirc widely Kalteird 

ifmnis ( 676 ) bu. with the longitudinal black ,po» on 

daot Lrmcd to tlic centre. Pale marking, on .be vnng, ususlly mote 


tKA5UREMENTS , 

Wins 

j. p I72-I8G , 


Bdl 

(from feathers) 

f. 18-11 


Tarsus 

16-17 


Tail 

125-130 mm 
(Baler) 
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NIGHTJARS 

COLOURS OF BARZ PARTS. As in 676. 

CAPRiiiuLGus ASIATICUS Latham: Int>ian' Little Nightjar 

‘ Key to the Snhspecies 

Larger: Vring c. 138 to 158 nun, tail r. 96 to 119 mm 

a. asiatiais 

Smaller: VN-ing <r. 132 to H8 mm, tail c. 95 to 113 a. ri&t 


680. CaprirmUgm asialkus asiaticm Latham 

Capwrudsus asiaticm Latham, 1790, Index Om. 2 : 588 (India =,Bombay) 
Ceprimaigm asiaticm gurgaoni Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 80 
(Hattin, Gurgaon, Punjab [ = Har)-ana]) 

Baker, FBI No. 1630, Vol. 4: 372 
Plate 55, fig. 8 

lOCAi. HAKES. As for Other nightjars generally, qq.v. ChSpka (Hindi); Hcshi 
cfJiopo (Gujarati). 

SIZE. M>Taa length c, 24 cm (9J in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As for thc Genus, q.v, A small-sized nightjar^ nar- 
rowly hut distinctly black-strcakcd above. Sexes abkc. See GaU*, aiso K-cys 
and Museum Diagnosis. - 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Thc most abundant and svidely 
diffused nigh^ar of our area. West Pakistan (Sind, Punjab, Waziristan) 

and the entire Indian Union south of the 
Himalayan submontane belt (Nepal 
terai, Sikkim and Bhutan duars?) 
throughout the Peninsula south to 
Kan^'akumari and Rameswaram I cast 
to Assam (N. Cachar) and East Pakistan 
(Comilla). A specimen collected at Mipi 
in thc Dibang Valley (c. 1500 m alt.), 

X c. 1 SE. Tibetjon 13.V.1913 by F.M.Bailcy 

(JBNHS 24: 76). Mainly resident; 
seasonal visitor to some parts. Local movements not yet worked out, 
the absence of calUng during non-breeding season adding to thc difiB(^- 
tics of invesdgalion. Largely restricted to dr\’ dedduous biotope; plains 
and hummocky foothills country'; locally up to c, 15(X) m in the outer 
Himalaj’as and peninsular hill ranges. Affects thin scrub jungle and fallow ‘ 
land \vTth euphorbia hedges and thickets, and stony nullahs — usually 
in thc neighbourhood of cultivation. Young forest plantations (teak etc.), 
and rambling jungly gardens in rural localities, are also favourite haunts. 

Extralmilal. Plains of Burma, southern Thailand, and southern Indo- 
chinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS. As of othcT nigh^ars, qq.v. Crepuscular and nocturnal; 
keeping in pain or loose family parties, cmcr^ng from daytime retreat at 
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* 681. CapTimulgus asiatkus eidos Vettrs 

CepTvnuIstts tuialicus eidos Peters, 1940, Checklist of Birds of thc World, 4: 211. New 
riamc for orw/irur minor Parrot, 1907, Om. Monatsb. 15: 170 

(Va\’unl)'a, Northern Cc>’lori). jVrr Caprimulgus mmer J. R. Porstcr 
Bal:cr, FBI No. 1630 (part), Vol- 4: 372 

LoavL NAMES. All nightjars: Bit bassa (Sinhala); Pddukdi kutuvit Kvmllit pakski 
(Tamil). 

size. Myna ri:; Icngtli c. 24 cm (91 in.). 

^ HELD CHARACTERS. As fof the Gcnus q.v,, and 680. Sec Key to the 
Subspedcs. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. DoubifuUy distinct from South 
Imiian birds of the nominate race. ^ Resident. Common and ^^^cIeIy dis- 
tributed in suitable scrub country' throughout the Dry* zone, but not so 
plentiful in the Wet zone. Ascends the hills to about 3000 ft (c. 1000 m) 
in some districts ’ (Phillips). 

general HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 680, q.v. 
breeding. Season^ January to October, but chiefly March to May, 
and ag^n in September (Phillipis). 2, as in 680; size c. 27 X 20 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from south Indian birds only in smaller size; doubt- 
fully also in tint of upperparts >\'hich seem somewhat darker and browner and 
cnldd: in lone. But race perhaps redundant. 

MEASUREM3ENTS 

^Ving BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

0^9 132-148 18-19 18-22 95-113 mm 

(mV) 

COLOURS OF BARB PARTS. As in 6S0. 

6S2. Franklin’s, or Allied, Nigh^ar. Caprimulgus a^tms monlicola Franklin. 

Ccprinslgus rKnticoIxis Franklin, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. I.oadoo: 1 16 
(Ganges between Calcutta and Benares) 

Ccpnnidpis noniiceliu bumsrticus Baker, 1931, BuIL Brit. Om. Cl. 51: 102 
(Upper Qiindwin, Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. 1629, Vol. 4: 370 
Plate 55, fig. 7 

XASiES. For all nighflars: Chhdppc, Dihchiri (Hindi); TTpri'* 
(Lepcha). 

Myna ; length c. 25 cm (c. 10 in.). 
field CHARACTERS. Ajs for thc Gsnus, q.v. See Key to the Spcacs and 
- luscum Diagnosis. Wlicn squatted, a buff-coloured V extending roughly 
shoulders to half-\s'ay down back is conspicuous. 

Female has no white on tail-feathers wl^ch arc all barred through- 
spots in thc middle of first four primaries rufous-buff centre white in 

male. 

RATE’S, DisrRiBUTJo.N and HABITAT. Common and widely diffused, but 
^ther local. Thc submontane Himalayas (icrai, bhabar, duns, nnd du:^) 
oni W. Pakistan and Punjab cast\%-ard to Assam (including Nepal, Siskim, 
Bhutan), normally up to e, 1200 m alt. (Garhwal etc.), cxccpuonally 
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dusk, squatting in thc middle of dusty cross-country roads or on nulcstones, 
fence posts and thc like, and calling. Habitually squats in 
the middle of cart tracks and kutcha motor roads for dusting 
or as hunting bases. 

FOOD. Moths (Hctcroccra), beetles (Colcoptcra), bugs 
(Hcmiptcra) and other dusk-fi>*ing insects. Spedfically- 
recorded among stomach contents arc dung beetles {Onlkc-- 
phog’ds spp.), ■wnlcr beetles (D>'Sticidac), and crickets 
(C»7//ur spp.). 

VOICE and calls. A familiar, rather ventriloqufrtic cfmek- 
chuck^kuch-chuckT’T-T-T usually uttered from some elevated 
perch suUi as a stake or stone. To those acqurinted srith icy Left foot, x r. I 
conditions, call aptly reminiscent of a stone skipping along 
a frozen pond as in the game known as * ducks and drakes *. Repeated 
monotonously with short breaks for hours on end, most vigorously after 
dusk and at early dawn, cspcdally during thc breeding season when two 
birds or more in thc distance will frequently aimver one another. Also 
particularly vocal during moonlight nights. IVhilc calling thc whole bird 
‘ ribrates * from head to tail. A lo'v chuckle — — dujing the silent 

(non-breeding) period, chiefly on thc wing. 

BREEDING. Seoson not well defined; chiefly between February and 
September, the peak periods variable locally. No nest built. Eggs^ 2, laid 
on thc bare ground in thin bamboo jungle or open scrub country — even 
in jungly compounds in mofussil towns; long c^*lindrical ovals, normally 
rream coloured or pale pink to salmon, spotted and blotched svith reddish 
blown and inky purple. Average size of 100 eggs 26*5 x 19*9 mm (Baker). 
Evidently both sexes share incubation; period undetermined. 

Museum Diacnosb. See for details of plumage Baker, loc. at. 

As noted by INTiistlcr GBNHS 38; 38) there are at least three distinct colour 
phases — pale sandy, brown, and grc>* — apparently adapted cculogically, thc pale 
sandy birds coming mostly from the north-west, the grey birds mostly from the 
Deccan, and the brown birds from other localities. Thc phases grade into each 
other, and there are so many exceptions besides that attributing subspecific sigm- 
ficance to them is dubious. (Cf. Koclz’s C. a. gurgaoni from the Punjab desexibed by 
its author as * very much paler throughout * than S. Indian birds.) 

measurements ‘ 

^\lng Bill Tarsia Tail 

(fium skull) 

rii? 138-158 17-19 c. 20-22 96-119 mm 

(Baker, HW, SA) 

Weight 1 5 46, 1 o? 42 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brownj fine arcumorbital ring yellow. Bill homy 
brown, yellowish on commissure and gape. Legs and feet pinldsh brown; cla>v3 pale 
homy brown. * 
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c, 1800 to 2400 (SimlB hills — Jones, JBNHS 29: 286); also Assam south 
of Brahmaputra riL'cr, Nagaland, Manipur, LCzo and E. Pakistan. South 
through Rajasthan, Kutch, Saurashtra and Gujarat, eastward and south- 
\s'ard throughout the peninsula to Bengal and Kerala. Mainly resident; 
described in many parts as summer visitor (April to July) or passage mig- 
rant (sometimes loose flocks of 7 or 8); thus in Rajasthan (Mt Abu), Punjab 
(Salt Range and Ambala dist.), Delhi State, Madh>'a Pradesh (Mhow 
neighbourhood), U.P. (Ghazipur dist.) and other localidcs. But local 
movements imclear, the absence of ringing data and of the bird’s diag- 
nostic calls during non-breeding season adding to the uncertainties. Affects 
bare, sparsely scrubbed hillsides cut up by nullahs with thorn scrub and 
stimtcd trees, and diy stony stream-beeb interspersed with outscoured 
aits covered svith pampas grass and thorny bushes. Also light deciduous 
forest and grassland with outcrops of sheet rock here and there, and tlun 
jungle in thc neighbourhood of culd\’ation. 

Exlralindfcl. Burma, Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. Kot significandy different finom 670, 675, 
and other nightjars, qq.v. Crepuscular and nocturnal. Drinks r^ularly at 
forest pools on emergence fiom daytime retreat at sundown, flying over the 
Vk'ater and dipping down to it like a swallow. Possibly water aJso convc>*cd 
to do^^’ny young by wetting undcrplumagc in this way. Appears at dusk 
and flies high, sailing up and down over forest, cultivation, and dry water- 
courses, occasionally alighting on a tree-top or squatting on thc ground, 

VOICE and calls. Distinctive and diagnostic; a loud, sharp and pene- 
trating single note jtveesh (rendered also as choose or ckwees) reminiscent 
of the sound of a whiplash cutting thc air. Uttered at intervals of 4 or 5 
seconds off and on all trough thc night from a perch as well as on the wing. 
The calls commence even beTore dark and often continue till after dawn 
in the breeding season; thc birds particularly vo6aI on moonlight nights. 
A lov.' chuckle when flushed during da^'time. Another call, not heard by 
us or recorded by other observers, has been described by a reliable Madhj’a 
Pradesh onuthologist (E. A. D’Abrcu, JBNHS 28: 886) as icckk, iceJtA, 
icafcA icakhooj apparently uttered in thc breeding season. This call needs 
verification. 

EREEDiNC. Seasen, overall March to August chiefly March, April and 
May but thc peak periods vary with locality. No nest biult. Eggs, 2, laid 
on the bare ground in thc shdter of a grass tuft in dry watercourses or 
scanty deciduous forest, and in siimlar locations: pale salmon pink to rich 
deep salmon, spotted and blotched with deep and red-brown, with 
underlying marks of Ia\*cndcr-pink. Average size of 48 eggs 30 *2 X 22*1 
mm (Baker). Both sexes share incubation; period undetermined, 

Messmt Diagnosis. See Key; for details of plumage Baker, loc. at. 

Chick (in down). Pinkish brown (H- W. Waite). 

MEASUREKENTS 

kNIng Bin Tarsia Tail 

(from skuH) 

23 9 9 17^^} 103-124 nm 

(HW, SA, EB) 
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COLOUW OT BARS PARTS. Ifis dark bfownj fine circumorbital ring dull yellow'. 
Bm brownish black, paler at gape; mouth gre)ish pink. Legs and feet fleshy brmyn; 
claws blai^ 


Order Apodiformes 

For morphology and characters sec S^Tserrann, E., 1927-1934, Avei: 834-9 
(Macrochjrc!!);\Vithcrbyr/<i/., 1938, 2: 242; Baker. 1927,4:322 (Suborder Cypsdi) ; 
Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A. J., 1959: 465. 

See also David X.ack, 1956, ‘A Review of the Genera and Nesting Habits of 
Swifts.’ Auk 73 ; 1-32 ; and 1964 : Article * S^vift^’ in Thomson, A. Lr (ed,), //ew 
Diet. Birds, London & Nc>v York. 


Family Apodidae 
Key to tbe Snbfamilies 


Wings extending beyond tail Apodinac 

Wings not extending beyond tail Hemiprocninae 


Page 

25 

58 


Subfamily Apodinae: Swifts 
Key to the Genera 

A Shafts of tail-feathers spiny .Chaefura 33 

B Shafts of tail-feathers not spiny 

1 Anterior toes with three phalanges each 
a All four toes directed forward, though first reversible Apus 38 


b Toes arranged in pairs, third and fourth out>vard, first and second 

(inner and hind) inward. Tail long and deeply iorktd. .Cypsiurus ^56 
2 Second toe with 3, third toe with 4 and fourth toe wth 5 phalanges 

Collocalia 25 


Genus Collocalia G. R. Gray 

Collocalia G. R. Gray, 1840, List Gen. Bds.; 8. Type, by originaVdesignation, 
Uinmdo esculenta Linnaeus 

For characters see Key (above). The genus contains the so-called ‘Edible-nesl 
Swiftlets ’ which build nests of inspissated saliva from the sublingual salivary glands 
which undergo a remarkable development during the nest-building season. The 
* white ’ nests of certain species, which look like isinglass, are highly relished by the 
Chinese as an epicurean delicacy. As an article of commerce the best-quality ones 
fetch several times their weight in silver in eastern markets. 

Many of the species and subspecies arc ver)' similar superficially and difficult to 
identify from museum skins alone. The group has been subjected to a succession of 
controversial taxonomical revisions and reshuffling adding in no small measure to 
the confusion and uncertainty in the prevailing and old published records. However, 
each species is believed to build a charocterislic nest, and where more than one 
species inliabit the same cave it is claimed to be possible ^to difierentiate them 
satisfactorily by the nests. See ‘The Identification of Malaysian spp. of Swiftlets, 
Collocalia * by R. W. Sims (1961, Ibis 103a: 205-10) and ‘ The Identity of Coilocatia 
fueiphaga (Thunberg) * by Lord Medway (1961, ibid.: 625-6); also ‘ Field cliaracters 


2® APODIFORMES 

For an odmirablo sKidy of the ecology and breeding biology of eerbda QCe-r, 
swiftlets m Sarawak see Lord Medway, 1962, Ibis 104: 45-66, 228-45 

Key to the Species 

A UpperparU metallic blue-black; abdomen while; wing under 107 

d.\csadmU JJ 

B Upper plumage sooty brown; abdomen concolorous 
a Wing mostly over 125 mm; tarsus more or less feathered 

1 Tl^ of downy bases of mantle and rump feathers white: depth of 

tail fork 8-10 mm; tarsus sparsely Tcathered C. Ircvirostri) u 

2 Tips of downy bases of mantle and rump feathers mainly black; 
traces of white at top of donmy area; tail almost square (depth 

of fork 2-3 mm); tarsus thickly feathered C. maim 73 

b Wing mostly under 123 mm; tarsus bare; tips of downy bases of 
■ mantle and rump feathers white 

3 Rump concolorous with back; wing mostly under 115 

* C.tmualor 29 

4 Rump paler than back; wing mostly o>Tr 115 mm.. C. fueiphaga Jl 

Collocalia brevirostris' (Horsficid); Himalayan Swutlet 

Key to the Sabspe^es 

Smaller; wing r. 120-133 mm, mostly over 125 mm ....C. Lbrevimtis 

Larger; wing e. 132-141 mm c.b. innomala 

683. Collocalia brevirostris hreviroslris (Horsficid) 

Hxrmdo brevirostris Horsficid, 1840,' Free. Zool. Soc. London: 155 (Assam) 
Baker, FBI No. 1609, Vol. 4: 348 
Plate 56, fig. 2 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow— ; length c. 14 cm (5^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A small, ' slcndcr, slightly (brk-tailed bro>vn swift 
with narrow but rather swallovv-likc \vings, Abovey dark brown with a 
noticeably paler rump; below, uniformly greyish brown. Sexes alike. Usually 
distinguishable in the air from other swifts as a Collocalia by the occasional 
interludes of a seemingly laboured pipistrcllc-like fluttering while in normal 
hawking flight. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. The Himalayas from 
about' 76®E. long, in Himachal Pradesh (Kangra, Dalhousie) eastward 
through Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan to NEFA; also Assam hills north and 
south of Brahmaputra river, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo, and E. Pakistan 
hills (?). From the foothills to c, 3600 m altitude, ' 

Extralimitol. Burma, Thailand. 

GENERAL HACFTs. Grcgarious*, living in large colonics in dark under- 
grpund limcstdhc caves, spending most of the day on the wing hawking 
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insepts high up over river valleys, defiles, etc. often in companywith House 
Martins and other swifts- As characteristic of this genus the flight, wliich 
is ra'ther slow for a swift, is punctuated from time to time by interludes 
of a pipistrcllc-likc fluttering. Roosts in enormous ‘ dusters *, clinging like 
pipistrelles to the rough rock face inside caves and grottoes, or to old nests 
or their stubs, in a vertical position, head upwards. Din made by roosting 
birds also very reminiscent of the soft screeching of a colony of these small 
bats. The birds leave the roost well before da'vvn, often wandering consi- 
derable distances in the course of the day’s foraging and making erratic 
appeaianccs in far-flung areas. They do not return to the cave till well 
after dusk, except during the breeding season >vhen rabbles constantly fly 
in and out all day long. The ease and suddenness witli which the birds 
arc evidently able to adapt their vision to the pitch-dark interior of a cave 
as they drop vertically from aloft and shoot'in tlirough a narrow fissure 
from the brilliant sunshine outside and find their tvay through dark caverns 
to their own nest among the hundreds of others, check by jowl, is quite 
astonishing^ but this is no doubt largely effected by echo-location. 

FOOD. Mainly dipterous and hymenoplcrous insects captured in the 
air. Drinks from surface of a pool by flying do^vn to it at a tangent, 

VOICE and calls. Apart from the conversational twittering chit’chil 
uttered at roost, has a low rattlc-Iikc call as of a knitting needle drawn 
across a few teeth of a wooden comb. It is this rattlc-Iike call that serves 
in echo-location in dark caves (Medway). 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to Jtine. AVrt, a tiny, unlincd cup of agglutinated 
moss with the rim slightly slophig down from the vertical rock-wall to which 
it is attached like a bracket with the bird’s inspissated saliva. Built in 
colonics close t(» and often touching one another, haphazard and in rows 
in angle of ceiling, not 'clustered together in, * villages ’ (cf. House Swift), 
the nests pock-marking large areas of the rock face or ceiling wathin dark 
grottoes. Diameter of cup c. 6 cm, depth inside e. 2 cm', with a slightly 
tapering pedestal bcIow', c. 5 cm thick. The side of the nest adhering to 
the wall projects up\vards ginng increased purchase. (For a very good 
account of a nesting cave in Chakrata dist., U.P . see E. A. Glennie, 1944, 
IBNHS 44: 593-7.1 Eggs, 2, svhitc, ellipsoid, narrow'ing slightly at one 
end. Average size of 8 eggs 21-8 x U'6 mm (Baker). Share of the sexes 
in incubation, and period, undetermined. 

Copulation, as in some other swifts (cf. Alpine Swift), has been observed 
in the air, as well as at nest. - ^ 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the .Species, DlfTcrs from S. Indian C. wtieohr 
in being somewhat larger, d-irkcr and glossier on upperparts, and wth paler rump. 


MEASUr,EME,S”IS 

Wing 

120-133t 


Bill 

(from skull) 
8-9 


Tarsus 

[c. 8] 


Tail 

central outer 
45-48 54-59 nun. 

(HW) 


Vin^ 128-133, depth of tail fork B-IO mm — Sims, 


« In the great majority over 125 mm (Medway). 


684. Collocalia brevirostris innominata Hume 
Collocalia irmominata Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1* 294 (Andaman Iilands; type 
from Port Mouat, S. Andaman L) 

Colheolia Thayer & Bangs, 1909; Bull, Mus. Comp. Zool. 52 : 139 
(Mafuling, 5000 ft, Hopeh, China) 

Collocalia fujcipkaga [sie] capnitis Thayer & Bangs, 1909, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool. 
52: 139 (Hupeh Prov., China) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 6 1 0, Vol. 4 : 349 


LOCAL NAMES. Nono rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow— ; length r. 13 cm (5i in.). ^ 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for 683, q.v. Not distinguishable from it in the 
field, and only with difficulty in the hand. Sec Museum Diagnosis. Coul 
be confused with Palm S%vift (708) but is slightly larger and srith a notice- 
able grey band across rump. ^ i *1 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Probably a winter straggle W c 
Andaman Is., the type, collected at Port Mouat in Andaman, ® 

only definite record. Observed on Narcondam (lat. 13®26N.) ^ 
probably breed in the caves along the south coast of the island (Osmaston, 
I905,JBNHS 16: 621). ^ 

Extralimilal. Central China (Hupeh Prov.), SVV. ^ 

Peninsula, Sumatra, but .subspecies equivocal (see Medway, 1966: )* 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD. Presumably as in 683. 

VOICE and .CALLS. Unreedrded. . 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Nests * black of agglutinated moss etc, as 
683 and fikcwisc inedible. j„i— 

Museum Diagnosis. Above blackish brown, the crown and nape itu ^ 
sometimes forming a distinct cap; rump usually paler and more pey vnt 
shaft-stripes. Below, greyish brown, the feathers with darker 
measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus ' *raJl 


(from feathers) 

<?>9 125-132 f. 4 f. 8 

Tail fork slight, 3-7 mm 
Wing 132-141; depth of tail fork 8-10 mm — Sims! ^ . 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Irfs dark brown. Bill black. I^gs and feet brownu 


52-55 tnm 
(Biker) 


684a. Indomalayan or * BlacR-orst ’ Swiflltt. Mlmih matimd tnair.i' 
Hume 

Collocalia maxima Hume, 1878, Stray Feathers C: 49 (Tcnasicrim) 

Baker, FBI No. 1609, Vol. 4; 348 (C. b. breritestris) 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow—,* length r. 14 cm (5) in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for breviroslris (683), q. 
guishabic from it in the field, but slightly hcavic 
broader wings and less forked tail suggestive. See 
* Formerly CoUxatia txci rtbinsml Sire»cmsnfl. 


V. PTactic.vUy indiitin- 

r Iniild, proportionately 

Museum DiagncnlL 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION- and HABITAT, Eostcm Bhutan and NEFA (?). 
Specimens (in British Museum) collected by F. Ludlow between e. 2100 
and 3900 m alt. 

Exiraltmital, East to Thailand, Vietnam, Malaya, Stimatra, Java, and 
Borneo. 

general HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Not Specifically recorded. 
Doubtless as in 683, by and large. Utters the rattle call for eiio-location 
(Medway). 

BREEDING, Data for our area Jaddng, but in MalajTia known to biuld 
* black ' nests, i.e. with an admixture of feathers in the cup of hardened 
white saliva, fixed to a cave wall. 

Museuu DiACKOsa. Dislingmshable from C. 6. (683) by proportionately 

broader wing, less deeply forked tail, and a thickly, contra sparingly, feathered 
, tarsus. 

measurements 

Wing Tafl 

7 o'? I28-I35 50-58 nun; furcalioii 11-15 per cent against 15-20 

per cent in Brevirostris (\fedway, I96l, JBNHS 59: 149) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 683. 

685, Indian Edible-nest Swzftlet. Collccalia unicolor (Jerdon) 

Hirvndo imfro/or Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour, lit. Sd, 11: 238 (Goonoor Pass) 
Baker, FBI No. 1608, VoL 4: 346 
Plate 56, fig. 8 


LOCAL NAMES. Wiki likimja (Sinhala); Kudukorqja (Veddah); Sdrappikski (Mala- 
yalam). 

size. Sparrow — ; length r. 12 cm (4j in.). 

FIELD CHARACTEPS. A tiny slendcT blac^sh bro^m sivift ssith a slightly 
forked tail and the same peculiar rapidly-flapping pipistrelle-like flight as 
683, q.Y Sexes alike. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. The coastal and \Vestcm 
Ghats strip from about Ratnagiri (c. IS*^, lat.) in S. Konkan (Maharashtra) 
southward through Goa, W. Mysore, W. Tamil Nadu, and Kerala, in- 
cluding the Nilgiri, Palni, Brahmagiri and associated hill ranges, and 
rocky offshore islets with natural caves and grottoes; from sea level to 
c. 2200 m altitude. Abundant also throughout Ceylon. Wandering over a 
considerable radius from its roosting and nesdng caves during the day’s 
foraging, making erratic appearances in distant localities. 

GENERAL HABITS. As of 683, q.v. Hugc colonics inhabit natural caves 
and grottoes in the cliffr of hills of the Western Ghats complex, and rocky 
islets on the Malabar coast. Swarms of the birds arrive in the gathering dusk, 
dropping from the sky like flurries of falling leaves and shooting in through 
the narrow fissures and * sk^’lights * leading into the imderground caverns, 
with remarkable adroitness. They leave again in the darkness of early dawn 
announced only by the rush of \vings, like waves on a sandy beach, as if 
to make ss’ay for the daytime occupants of the caves, the bats, just then 
returning from their nocturnal foraging. 


FOOD. Chiefly dipterous, hemiptcrotis and hjinenopterous insects. About 
80 per cent of tlic stomach contents of four examples *akcn in the roosting 
cave on Vcngxirla Rocks in February comprised t^s’o spcdcs of the harm- 
ful jassid ‘mango-hopper’ (ideocems mrroj^arjur and /. atkinsoni) obdously 
captured over the renowned mango orchards of Ratnagiri dist, on the 
opposite mainland. The rest of the food items included representatives of 
Hcmiptcra, Colcoptcra, Odonata, Hymcnoptcra, Diptcra and Trichoptcra. 
(For a fuller list see Abdulali, 1942, JBNHS 43: 450.) In Cc^don, observed 
haw'king insects at lights (over club house) and fc^'ng its nestlings far 
into the night (E. Kershaw, June 1967, Ceylon Bird Club Newsletter). 

VOICE and calls. As in 683, q.v. All through the night the roosting 
birds keep up a feeble but shrill clicking or twittering chit-ckitf with distinct 
livelier choruses intcmuttcntly. ‘ Vciy' harsh call-note, reminiscent of the 
Whiskered Tcm * (R. S. P. Bates, MS.).^ 

BREEDiNC. Seasoiif chiefly March to June in South India; March to 
September in Ceylon. Aw/, as in 683 but whitish and less mixed with 
extraneous matter such as grass, moss, and feathers,* the attachment practi- 
cally of pure coagulated sali\'a; thus of some gastronomic and commercial 
value. Often hundreds of nests clustered densely, 5 to 10 cm from one 
another in patches on the rock-wall or ceiUng of dark grottoes. * They look 
at a distance exactly like deep oj’ster shells with one side flattened, the 
saliva where it is smoothed down ha\-ing a pearly appearance * (Vidal, 
1881, SF 9: 44-8, q.v. for other details). The nests usually swarm xsith bugs, 
identified from the Vcngurla colony as the Bed Bug, Cimex rotimdatus. 
Eggs, 2, while, long blunt o\'als. Average size of 80 eggs 20*9 x 13*5 mm 
(Baker). 

Museum Diacnosts. Almost identical in coloration with Himala>'an C. b. bre- 
cifostHs, only a shade paler and less glossy on the upperparts and with rump con- 
colorom with back (not paler). Smaller in she. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsxis Tail 

(from skull) central outer 

cJi9 113-117 c.S-9 — 41-45 48-55 mm 

(HIV, SA) 

(ride Baker, Wing 105-115; tarsus e. 8-9'mm) 

Wdght2 o'er 11, Ilg (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BUI black. Legs and feet purplish 
black. 


1 The group of so-called * ’• W«ho-location, 

evidently being the only t ’ ■ * . ’ ’ stic orientatl^ 

in the cave s^sifdct’ [this ^ “ Wx HoU 1 17: 


497-503. . ^ 

* The sublbgual salivary glands enlarge at nest-buxlding bme to prtmdc the ne c essa r y 
cement and gradually regre ss to normal thereafter. It was belie%'ed, and stjU widely h, that 
the first built nest is compaiati%“cly free from admixture of grass, moss and feathers- The 
second, built after ihb one has been remoN’cd by the nest-ga^erer, contairu a 
Quantity of extraneous matter and b leas valuable, whereas the third (and sometimes fourth) 

S almost rat- •• ••• V " ' '-athers, and valueto 

for culinary o •• ' ' ' "■ «y,5USgat howwer 

that actually ■ .... . • test, whether it u the 

fint or second or third. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. Till about the turn of the century the right to collect 
tlic nests of this swiftlct for export to China w'as auctioned by the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, but the business was never considerable. From about 
Rs200 to 250 per year around 1865, the realized fee dwindled to only 
Rs41 in 1895. Thereafter the business- appears to have faded out largely 
owing to decreasing returns, perhaps as a result of over-exploitation of the 
colonies, and tlic disproportionate risks and organization involved in 
collecting the nests. Tlie main localities which supplied the nests were 
Veng.irla Rocks (or Burnt Islands) off the Malvan coast (Maliarashtra), 
and Pigeon Island (also kno\s’n as Netrani or Nitran) off the coast of North 
Kanara (now in Mv-sorc). 

606. Andaman Greymmped or ‘ \VIutc-nest * Swriftlct. CoUocalia 
fuciphaga inexpectaia Hume 

CoUaedia irjxpeetala Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1: 296, in text (Andaman Islands) 
Baker, FBI No. 1612, Vol. 4: 350 
local names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow—; length c. 12 cm (4J in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As of 685, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and common in the 
Andaman Islands; c\ddently less so in the Nicobars. Colonics nesting in 
rock-caves by the shore on South Button, Neill, Chiri)*a Tapu, S. Cinque 
and other islands. Also observ’ed on Car Nicobar. 

general H\Brrs. As in 683 and other swiftlcts. iiawks all day over 
mangroves, rubber plantations, forest, and culuS'ation. 
food, voice and calls. Not specifically recorded. 

Breeding. Season, chiefly March and April. Nest, white, opaque and 
translucent, of clear inspissated sali\*a with little or no admixture of ex- 
traneous matter; thus of the best edible and commercial qualit}*. More 
or less half-cup shaped, c. 6 cm across X I *5 cm deep; attached bracketwise 
close to one another to the rock w’all in, sea caves, in small colonics of a 
Pew nests to large ones of several hundred. ^Vcight of each nest c. 14 g. 

2, white, long ovals with little or no gloss (Osraaston, 1906, JBNHS 
17: 486). Average size of 48 eggs 20*2 X 13*6 mm (Baker). Incubation 
penod and other details of breeding. biology unrecorded- 
Museum Diagnosis. Abote, blackish brmsm, darkest oa ctowtj, wings, and tail. 
A paler but ill-defmcd (soinctimes obsolete) ruini>-band. Behnc, pale greyish brovm, 
the feathers often dark-shaflcd. 

'^RASUREKENTS 

"Wing Bni Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

0^9 113-121 c. 4-5 c. 9 49-53 mm 

' (Baker, HA) 

Depth of tail fort 6-8 mm (Sims). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brown. 
*ttscELLANEOus. High medicinal, dietetic and tonic (also aphrodisiac) 
P^pertfes are ascribed to the nests by the Chinese. Anal>*sis by* C. 
Home showed the clear nests (‘ white * nests) to be highly* mtrogenous 
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material, containing nearly 50 per cent protein and 1\ per cent of mineral 
matter, mostly lime. [Sce?rtide ‘A description of thcsMfts {CoUocalia francica 
fuciphaga'] and C. innaminata), the birds which build edible nests * by F. H. 
Giles, 1936, Jour. Siam not. Hist. Soc. 10 (2), Supplement (November).] 

687. Beavan’s or Whitebellied Swiftlct. CoUocalia esculenla ajinis 
Beav'an 

Colhcdic afims * TyTlcr * = Bcavan, 1867, Ibis: 318 
(Port Blair, South Andaman Island) 

Baker, FBI No. 1614, Vol. 4: 352 
Plate 56, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAJ£E5. Nonc hcccrdcd.. 

SIZE. The smallest of our sMftlets. Length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 683 and 685, qq.v., but distinguishable by 
smaller size, glossy blue-black upperparts and white belly. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident and common in the Anda- 
man and Nicobar Islands. 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarious, abundant, and tame. Flies freely in and 
out of residential bungalo^s■s and office buildings in the settlements while 
hawking, unmindful of the human inmates. Roosts and nests in small 
numbers or vast colonics in factory sheds, tool houses and the like. The 
congregation keeps up a continual sharp bat-like clicking and twittering, 
often quite deafening at confined close quarters. The birds ding in clusters 
to old nests as w’cU as those in occupation, and to roughnesses on walls 
and ceiling boards — upside dowm (back horizontal ^sith the ground) — 
sometimes tw’o or three indi\iduals on the same foothold. Their bodies 
heave up and down as if panting heavily, but the birds arc evidently quite 
comfortable In this position, at times even preening themselves. Others 
fluttering around in search of a foothold will hang on to the legs Ot wing- 
tips of those already settled, and thus may soon form a duster of half a 
dozen or more. Nest material (moss, lichens, etc.) is plucked from the boughs 
of lofty trees, while the bird hovers momentarily in its 'flight through the 
mossy branches. 

POOD, VOICE and calls. Not specifically recorded as different from other 
swiftlcts. Has no echo-locating c^. 

BREEDING. Season, December to April, prindpally February and Nlarch. 
Nest, ‘black*, inedible, and of no commercial v^ue; made entirely of 
vegetable matter, c.g. moss, lichens, casuarina needles, coconut fibre, 
agglutinated with the birds* saliva. Shallow*, flat-bottomed half-cups (r. 
7x5 cm in outside diameter and e. 2 cm deep) attached like brackets to 
the substrate with brownish saliva; usually vast colonics in sawmill sheds, 
etc. dustcred densely along wall near angle with ceiling, the nests often 
touching and built partly upon one another in a disorderly jumble. Eggs, 
2, white, long, cBipticaL Average size of 100 eggs 17*5 X n*2inm (Baker). 
Both sexes incubate; period undetermined. The birds relieve cadi other 
at the nest by scemingiy violent supplanting, the relief dinging to the nest, 
nudging, pushing, and elbowing out the riucr and literally taurping its 
place. But the proceedings equivocal riace sometimes two, and even three, 
■birds vrill try to supplant a sitting bird in this way; then again, the relief 
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on being repulsed from one nest will successfully dislodge a brooding bird 
on another nest nearby and iBurp its place on the eggs! 

Mosatni Diaonosb. Tarsus naked; tad unforked. For dct^ of plumage 
Baicr, loc, dt 


UEASUR£lIBim 

Wrng- 




91-100 


Bni 

(from feathers) 
tf.3-4 


Tama 


8-9 


TaU 


36-39 mm ' 
(Baker) 

CQtoURS OT sARB PARTT. Iris deep brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Genus Chaetura Stephens 

Ckaetura Stephens, 1826, in Shaw’s Gen. Zool, 13 (2); 76. Type, by subseauent 
designation, Ckaetia-a pelasgxa Stevens (dr) ^ Hinmdo p<lagica Unnacus 

Rhapkidvra Oates, 1883, Bds. Buraia 2; 6. Type, fay monotypy, AcanthyUs Uuco^ 
py^alis Blyth 

Indieapus Mathavs, 1918, Bds. Ausfr. 7: 265. Type, by original designaUoa and 
monotypy, Acanlhylis syhajica Tickell 

mnmd^pus Hodgson, 1837 (1836), Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5: 780, Type, by 
original designation and monotypy, Cjpselus {Chaetura) raidipes Hodgson 
Gf. Lack, D.; 1956, Aak 73 : 9-12, 26. 

Characterized by the tail-fcathei'S having rigid shafts the ends of which project 
as spines or needles fbr some distance beyond the web. Tarsi nakedj all four toes 
forivsTdiy Aistetsd ss io daw sirtmg aad mtedi Wiags Jong' aatf - 

pointed: first primary (as.) longest. 

Genus represented in the Ethiopian, Oriental, Australian and Holarctic regions. 
Three spedcs within Indian limits. 

Key to the Spedea 


1 Larger. Wing over 180 mm ; colour of back paler than surrounding 
parts 

a Webs of tail-feathers roimded at tips .C. eaudaeuta 

fa Webs of tail-feathers drawn to a point at the tip C. gigantea 

2 Smaller, Wing under 130 nun. Centre of hack not paler; abdomen 

white C r/hatica 

Chaetura gaudacuta (Latham): Whitethroated Spinetail Swift 

Key to the Sobspedes 

Chin and throat pure white; wing over 195 mm ,..C,c. midxpa 

Chin and throat smoky grey; vring under 185 mm C. (c.) cochtne^tnrruu 

Throat dark smoky; brown on underparts much paler; upperparts less 
glossy (^0 rupchanix 


Page 
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688. Quultaa caudacula rmdipes (Hodgson) 

Cjpselus (QUrfurd) nudipa Hodgson, 1837 (1836), Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bcn^ 5: 779 

, (Nep^ 

Baker, FBI No. 1603, Vol. 4: 340 
Plate 56, fig. 14 

LOCAi, NAUE. Silli'CJig ^iphi^timho (Lopcha). 
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APODiFORh'fES 
SIZE. Bulbul stouter. Length c. 20 cm (8 in.), 

CHARACTEfB. A large blacbsh bro™ swift with long narrow 
short tail. Undenring uniform hickhh 
® w pale brovt-n. 

R«t tail-covcrts whij 

of underparts dark broum with a %vhitish patch on each flank. Sexes 

The entire Himalayas from Hazara 
dist. m W. Pakistan eashvard through Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan to NEFA 
notify between r. 1^250 and 4000 metres elevation. Rather uncommon 
patcliy- Affects the neighbourhood of crags and 

Extraltmttal. SE. Tibet eastward to W. Yunnan and W. Szechuan 
OENE^ HABITE. Jmtly rcputcd to be one of tlic .’attest fliers among 
Keeps in small loose parties and flocks hawking insects individualiy 
Jugh over nver vaUej-s and upland pastures ranging over enormous dUt- 
an^ m the day s foraging. The birds dash about with seemingly unhurried 
and effortless strokes of the- long narrow tvings, and glide and sivish 
round crags and contours at phenomenal speed. The wings produce a 
pcc^iar musical swishing sound as they hurde through space, high over- 
head at one moment vanishing in the distance the next, like a jet fighter 
plane. They descend to hawk lower in cloudy weather, cspedally after a 
thunderstorm, and drink by stooping down to water at a tangent and 
scooping sips as they momentarily slum alongabove thesurfacc. on quivering 
wings. Roosts at night (presumably also nests) in colonics, cUnging to 
rough rock walls within clefts and fissures — possibly also in hollow boles 
of trees. 

FOOD. Flying insects, chiefly Colcoptcra, Hemipteni and H> 7 ncnoptcra. 

VOICE and calls. Loud, shrill and lively ‘ screams * uttered in flight, 
particularly at dusk, while a rabble is disporting itself in the air round 
the roosting cliff prior to retiring. ‘ When wounded they utter a screeching 
sound like churr-r churr^r ckurr-r* (Tytlcr, 1868, Ibis: 196). 

BREEDiNC. Presumably more or less as in 691, q.v., in clefts of rock up 
in the mountains; possibly also within hollow trec-trunlc. Nothing dcfiniicly 
known beyond that an oviduct egg (white, 31 -2 x 22*4 mm) w-as obtained 
by Baker from a female he shot in N. Cachar on 14 April (1899). 

Museum Diagnosis, Sec Key; for details 
of plumage Baker, loc. ciL 
Differs from the palaearctic nominate 
race in being more glossy on cro%M) and 
nape and lacking white on forehead. For 
description of plumages and structure 
(also bionomics) of the nominate race sec 
Wiiherby. 1938, 2: 249-51. 



MEASUREMENTS 

SWIFTS 


35 

Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

,^19 196-209 

7-8 

f. 17 

51-57 mra 
(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown, 
purple or purple-slate; daws black. 

Bill black. 

Legs and feet blackish 


689. Chaetura cocfdnchinensis rupchandi Biswas 
Chaetura coehinekinensts rupchandi Biswas, 1951, Ardca 39: 320 
(Hitaura, central upper Nepal Teiai) 

Baker, FBI No. 1603 (part), Vol, 4: 340 

tCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

ZE. Bulbul I stouter. Length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

ELD CHARACTERS. As of 688, q.v. Scc Kcy to the Subspecies. 

■ATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Range not known. Collected m 
ral Nepal terai, c. 600 m. Apparently a luwcr-clevation form th^ 688, 
SNERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Presumably as in 688. Nothing 
ifically recorded beyond that * it was observed from lime to 
U flocks of about a dozen birds around Hitaura in thc^ cent^ dun 
pal] during Junc^Jtjly; sometimes flying fairly low,' wthin a fetv cct , 
ic ground and parcel to it ’ (Bisvvas). 

ZEEDINO. Unknown. 
uscuM Diagnosis. See Key. 
iasurements 

Wing Bill Tan 

(from anfenbr 
edge of nostril) 

^9 180-192 6-7 


46-49 mm 
(Biswas) 


ours of bare FARza. As in 688 . 

Vnutethroated Spinetail Swift. Chattura cocMncMrtmsis cochinckinma 
Oustalct 

Ouubaa aOvuhkmmi Oiitalct, 1878, Bull. Soc. PMom. Parii (7) 2: 52 
(Saigon,' Codunchina South Vietnam]) 

^kcr, FBI No. 1604, Yok 4: 342 
plate 56, fig- H 

At, N-WK. DaohaSgadela (Cachan). 

;um Diagnosis. Annarentlv common in Assam hilU 

,.ob.bv 

S.5SSS;m*„». 

nebai. habits, food, voice and caus. As in 68 
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BREEDiNC. Pracucally unknowm. Baker took an oviduct egg from a female 
shot on 26 May. It was while and measured 28*1 X 21 *0 mm. 

Museum Ducnosb.n Diffcrt from C. e. nudipcs in being darker both aboix :uvJ 
below, with the chin and throat grey instead of white. 

FIEASUREStENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

183-184 e. 8 «. 16 48-49 mm 

(Baker) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 688. 


691. Large Brownthroated Spinetail Swift- Chaetura ^ganUa indtea Home 


Chaetura indica Anonymous Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1: 471 
(Andaman Islands and southern India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1605, Vol. 4: 343 
Plate 56, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Dao hodt godebo (Cachari); Sdrappdkshi (Malayalam); HJSt 
ithmiyd (SinhaU). 

SIZE. Myna i; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large blackish brown swift with Jong, n^ow, 
pointed bow-shaped wings and short squarish tail trith needles projecting 
from the feathers — noticeable in flight under favourable conditions. The 
white under tail-covcrts contrasting with the very bbck-looking underparts, 
and high speed, arc further suggestive dues. 

Adult, Above, glossy rnetalUc black except for centre of back which 
is pale brown. A black spot in front of each eye, and a white spot on other 
side of forehead, £ehw, chin and throat pale brown, under uil-covcm 
white. Rest of imdcrparts cfarfc brown wftJr a white patch on the flanks 


above the thighs. Sexes alike. ... i i 

FTATUs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident ; described also as local 
migrant in some parts, but movements as yet not undcnlood. 
Nagaland, Manipur and Mizo; E. Pakistan hill tracu; the 
Ghats strip from' Goa and N. Kanara (r. I5'N. lat.) southt^-ard throu^ 
W. Mysore, W. Tamil Nadu (induding Nilgiri, Palm and assooat^ 
hills) and Kerala; Ccydon; Andaman Islands, (Nicoban ?}; from the 
scacoast to the mountain lops. Aficcts evergreen and mout-deaduous 


slope. 

ExUalimilal. Burma, Thailand, Indochinese countna. 

DENEHAi. riyusm. Keeps in small parties of 4 or 5 bir^ or lar^ 

rabbles ’) of up to 50 or more, spending the daylight houn on 

wtog in long baek-and-forth s«-eep, high over forested 

sssy UUtops. flying at astonishing speed -hero one 

irt. Along Vvilh the Whitethroated Spinetail »''■* 

be one of the fastest fliers among birds, mUTOtes or2^3OT to n 

rag roentioned. The sving, produce a loud ’ “ f^ra 

ro string ') as the birds hurtie past overhead. Tlie ipma p^erang 

^.feathers, in addition to providing support when J*'' 

nTertical surface with both feet, possibly conduce to stroambmng tor 
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In normal oruang iUgbt,- the tail is iairly spread out; when the 
bird IS shot at wnth a gun and thoroughly scared, the tail is narrowed 
dosv-n to a point and the bird then streaks through space at a velocity that 
« truly spectacular Usually descends to treetop height in the wake ofa 
thundentorm or to hawk insects fleeing from a forest fire or fired cultivation 
dcanng, Dnnks at nvers and pools m the evenings, several birds swoopinr 
do™ at a tangent s.mult^rausly, ■ leaving a series of longitudinal spl 4 <S 
on the surface Ukc a shoal of fish taking \sing * (p N Betts) Roosts 
at night in colonies clinging to roughnesses svithin the hoUow bole of loftv 
anaent trees. Owing to its sustained speed and vast cruising radius, make 
sporadic fleeting appearance in distant areas in tlie course of the day’s 
foraging, causing some confusion as to its local status 
room n>-ing imects, ^nly ' beetle (Coleoptera), bugs (Kemipteral, 
grasshoppers (Orthoptera), and ants and bee (Hymenoptera), 
voi^ and C-tiis. Loud, shriU ‘ screams ’, frequently uttered in flight 
as jn 688 . ^ ^ 

EREEDc-o. ffithefo recorded only in Kerala. Srafon, February to ApriL 
/kf/, 3 dept^ott m Che earth and debris accumulated at the base, within 
fte hoUow bole of loftj- over-mature tree such as raJma bidica, fined with 
^ leave and straw — in humid foret Entrance to ‘ chimney ’ provided 
by a natural or woodpecker hole often up to 15 metre above ground level 
Norm^Iy only a single neq or two or tlirec, ssithin each bole, not colonially! 
£ggx, 3 or 4 rarely 5, broad, elliptical, pure porcelain 'svhite becoming 
stained and discoloured during incubation. Average size of 100 eggs 30*7 
X 22-2 ram (Bake). Share of the sexe in the domedc chore, incubation 
period, and otlier facets of breeding biologs- unknown. 

Museum Diag.vosis. See Kej- to the Species; for details of plumage Baker, loc. do 
WEASUHEsrEKTS 

Wong Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) tto tip of spines) 

O'? 188-200 13-16 16-18 54-60 mm 

(Baker, HW, SA) 

cozxnms of bare parts. Iris brawn. Bill homy Mack; mouth gtci-ish pink. 
Legs and feet grej-ish pink; claws homy brown. 

WSCELEANEOUS. Eelopcrosilu. ‘ Some infested with a large flat tick nearly 
one-third inch long [species?], over 30 taken from one bird clinging to 
bases of stiff tail-feathers under lower tail-coverts’ (A L Bufler 1899 
JBNHS 12; 563). 

‘Infested svith a parasite very like common house bug {Cirr.fx sp.?) in 
appearance and smell ’ (H. R. P. Carter, 1873, SF 1 ; 473). 


692. AVhiteromped Spinetail Swift. Chaelura rjlmlira (TickcU) 

draafjlts srlmtim TickeU, 1846, Jour. Asian Soc, Bengal 15: 284 (Central India 
restricted to Maunhhum by IVhistler & Kinnear, 1935, IBKHS 38: 33) 

, Baker, FBI No. 1606, Vol. 4: 344 

- Plate 56, fig. 1 

toCM. KUiE. 5’crdjt/d^M (all swifts — Malaj-alam), 
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SEE. Sparrow -; same as House Swift. Length c. 11 cm (44 in ) 

FtEin c^cTERs. A small forest swift, black above with a bW kite 
r.mp-band. Btlaw chin, throat, and breast greiish brov.m passing into 
w^te on lower abdomen and under tail-covcrts. Sexes aUkc. Under asoect 
of w-wp m flight blackish. General effect very like House Swift (703) but 
bcuy in addition to rump-patch diagnostic. 

STATCS, ptsTTUBimoN and HABtrxT. Resident, but patchy and local 
though quite abundant in certain locaUtics. Also subject to considerable’ 
wandering; movements imperfectly understood. The lower Himalas-as in 
Garms-al, Kumaon, and Siklam (possibly condnuous). Gadiar (Assam) 
Mampnr, Sylhet (E. Pakistan), IV. Bengal, Chota Nagpur. -Madhia Pradesh 
(west to Seom and Chanda, in Maliarashtra, c. 79-S0=E. long ) - the IVestem 
Ghats strip from about CJoa and N. Kanara (c. IS’N. lat.) southss-ard 
through 4V. Mj-sore, 4V. Tamil Nadu, and Kerala. Not in Ceylon or Anda- 
man Is. Affects evergreen and moisi-deciduotis biotope; from plains level 
to e. 1700 m in the Himalayas, sommvhat lower in the peninsular ranges 
_ CE.VERAE HABETS. Kccps in loosc tabbte of 12 to 50 birds or so, hawUng 
imccts im day above forest or river vaUeys, and over grassy hilltops and 
hiU culti-ation cleanngs, but may turn up aknost anjwherc in forested 
country. Roosts at night in colonies, clinging within the hollow boles of 
rotten trees, the birds popping in and out through natural or barbet holes 
that provide entrance and exit. 

FOOD. As in 691, chiefly fljing beetles and bugs. 

voip; and calls. A twittering chick-chick like House Swift's uttered on 
the ssrng; rendered also as a ‘ rapidly-repeated rxicly-sii-uzy' (Nichols). 

BREEDtsc. Up to the present known only from the IVestem Ghats area 
Season, Fcbniar)- to May, cliiefly March and April. AVrt, a shallow half-cun 
composed of small lengths of thm dead twigs cemented together with the 
bird’s saliva, without any lining, attached bracket-wise inside a hollow- 
rotten tree-trunk from half a metre to 14 metres or so above the ground. 
Boles of dead Fishtail palms 'Carjola iccctis) are favourite sites. Only a single 
nest or a couple normally found within the same ‘ chimney Sggs, 3 to 5 , 
pure white, long blunt ovals, closely resembling those otCoUocdia. Average 
size of 60 eggs IT-5 X 12-1 mm (Baker). Incubation period, and other 
facets of breeding biologv', unknown. 

Mvseum Djacnosb. 


MEASt'RF-UEKTS 


Wing 

(107? lJ2-n6 


BiU 

(from skull) 
c. 7-8 


Tarsus 


Tail 


c. 8-9 34-37 mm 

(Baker, H\V, SA) 


Weight 1 o? 13 B (SA). 

COLOURS OR BAJu: PARTS. Irls b^o^vTl» Bill blackish, brown; mourn gre^'ish pink. 


Legs and feet pinkish bro%%'n; dawi bbckhh brown. 


Genus A p us Scopoli 

Afius Scopoli, 1777, Intr. Nat. HisL: 483. Tj-pe, by lautonjiny, ffinirJiJ ap'jf Linnaeus 
NVingi long, narrow, and pointed. Tarsus short and thlily feathered; all four 
toes bare and directed fons'ards, but first or hind toe re%*cniblc ; cqiappcd with 
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fteed(e.«harp clau-s for dinging to rough vertical surfaces. Mouth very wde 
^d deeply cleft. No rictal bristles. Represented by si.x species u-ithin our limits. 
(Sec David Lack, 1936, ‘ The spedcs of Apus % Ibis 98: 34-62.) 


Key to the Species 


A No white on rump 

1 Abdomen v.-hile a. rrMba 39 

2 Abdomen blackish brown. A. apjis 43 

3 Abdomen much paler; general coloration hair-brOrt-n. .... ,A. 45 

4 Abdomen black, the feathers edged with white A, cruikoKhs 45 

“ ^Vhilc rump 

5 Tan deeply forked A. padfan 47 

® Tan cv’cD or nearly so A. a^Ss 50 


Apus sielba (Linnaeus): Alpine Swtft 


Key to the Snbspeees 

Page 

Bale brovvTi band across breast, while throat-patch- .... .A. nt. inelba 39 

breast-band wider, throat-patch stnaller A. n. 7:abifuga 40 

^Tarko’ than the preceding; more black in body plumage, .d. rrt. i<drri 42 


693. Apus melba rmlba (Linnaeus) 
ffifunda Afetba Linnaeus, 1758, S>'st, Nat., cd. 10, I: 192 (Gibraltar) 

Baker, FBI No 1589 (part), Vol. 4: 32* 

Plate 56, fig. 12 

NAMES. BaAi ahabtel (Hindi); PdkS£ dbabfdo (Gujarati). 

Size, Bulbul -f ; stouter. Length e. 22 cm (84 in.). 

Field csaracters. As ibr 694, q.v. A laj^ sooty brenvn s^vifr with 
tmderparts and a brown pectoral band across breast. Sexes alike. 
Museum Diagnosis. 

^^atus, ntsTRiBUTroJt and habitat. Recorded as a f^ly common 
viritor (April to September) to BalucJmtan m the Quetta ndgh- 
umood, I^ch, Ziarat, Chagai; as passage migrant on the Afghan fronb'er 
v^^t, Chitral, etc.) from February to May and again in August-Seplem- 
specimens in BNHS collection from Satirashtra (Gujarat) and 
S Gapriaous season- and weather-dependent mo^’ements of Alpine 

. > radius they cover in the course of their daily fora^ng, and 

^uoty of material to qualify’ sight records, make the status of the races, 
of this one, rather ciuginatical. 

A ' * Breeds in SE. Europe north to the P>Tcnecs and the Alps; 

tiuart Crimea, the Caucasus, Tramcaspia, Turkestan - . - "Winter 

uot knowa but recorded from Arabia, Uganda, and Damaraland 
in the Algerian Sahara ’ (Peters). 

HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 694, q.v. 

^ Extr^Umital; not definitely recorded m our area, but probably 

ui the higher mountains of Baluchistan (^V, Pakistan). 
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Breeding range i A. m. ni(ba ( 693 I. 2 A. n. Toshifuga ( 694 ?. 

^ A. rt. hekrri ( 695 ). 


For an cxccUcnt study of the ecology’ and breeding biolog>' sec M. Bartels 
(jr.), 1931, * Beobachtungea an Brutplatzcn des Aipcascgicrs — Afiacptit 
tndba melba (L.),* Omitkologte 79: 1-28 (II plaies). 

Mcseuv Dzacxoss. For details of plumage sec Baker, Joe. ciL; for subspecies 
Key. , 

«EASU3UEME.Vt> 


o’O' 

^■ring 

22l>-228 

BOl 

(from skull) 
15-16 

Tamts 

1 &-IR 

Tail 

central outer 

55-64 77-90 mm 


99 

207-221 

— 

— 

— mm 


COLOURS 

OF BARE BAR-rS. 

As in 694. 


OVxihcrby) 



694. Apas me!ba rsiijuga Koclz 

Apas rzAhe 1954, Cceztrib. lasL, Regional Exploration, No. 1 ;25 
(Ratbi, Kumaon) 

Apas rvlie tfcrabUlai Abdula!^ 1965, Joura. Earn. nat. Hfrt. Soc. 62; 156 
(HIU and ghats near Bombay) 

Baker, FBI No. 1589 (part), VcL 4: 324 
LOCAL KAMEL As foT 693. S^rafpoh^d (for all swifn — Mahtya l a m ). 

SIZE. Bulbul 4 - ; stouter. Length c. 22 cm ( 8 J in.). 

JTELD CHAB-ACTXXS. A Urge streanJmed sooty brown swift with very 
long, narrow*, pointed wdngs, and slightly fork^ tail. Underparts white, 
with a brown pectoral band across breast; this, together wriih brown 



no 
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Mder tail-coverts and brosvn-and-svhite underside of bow-shaped wines 
diagnostic in flight. Sexes alike. ' . 

Young (immature) has more definite whitish edging to the feathers of 
the brown parts, especially pn the wings, breast-band, and under tail- 
coverts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABrTAT. Resident, but subject to seasonal 
local imgration (chiefly during the monsoon) in addition to very extensive 
and wide-ranging daily foraging peregrinations. Movements not yet worked 
From e. 2200 ]m up in the Himalayas west to east (including Nepal, 
Sikkim, Bhutan, and NEFA) southward through the peninsula to Rames- 
Waram I. and Kanyakumari ; from Sind eastward to Assam and E. Pakistan. 
Chiefly based on hilly country with crags and precipices and old forts, 
but liable to make unpredictable fleeting appearances almost anywhere 
at any time. A vast colony inhabits the ^gantic cliffs ffanking the Jog 
Falls in Mysore, sharing the Assures and crevices wth blue rock pigeons, 
the birds dwarfed to a swarm of midges as they hurtle around the valley 
in this Brobdingnagian setting. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kecps in loose flocks Or rabbles on the wing all day, 
dashing about at great speed hawking insects high up in the air over grassy 
or forested hillsides and precipitous cliffs and gorges, and shooting round 
the contours with a loud swish of the wings. Descends lower in overcast 
drizzly v/eather or in the wake of a thunderstorm, and to hawk insects 
fleeing from a forest fire or burning grassland or clearing. Shares the 
honours for speed with the larger Spinctails, as all who have tried to shoot 
specimens will readily concedcl Roosts at night in clefts and fissures of 
rock-scarps, clinging almost vertically to the rough surface with both 
feet. Has the characteristic habit of swifts of * balling * up in the sky at 
sunset, often till well into the dark, in a close-packed rabble, wheelirfg and 
tumbling playfully to the accompaniment of shrill screams — the whirling 
mass moving hither and thither as if wafted by the ivind, gradually dis- 
appearing from sight. On clear svintry evenings has been observed (SA) 
hawking at treetop height before sunset, rising higher and higher as the 
sun sank lower and bel6w the horizon, evidently following insect prey 
into the svarmth of the sunshine lingering in the upper air. The birds drii^ 
re^arly at ponds or streams, a party skimming over the water with 
butterfly-like quivering of the Aving-tips above the back, * feathering * the 
surface from time to time as they scoop the draughts. 

FOOD. Largely flies (Diptcra), ants (Hymenoptera), beetles (Golcoptera) 
and bugs (Hemiptera) — all taken on the wing. Among the last, Agnoscelis 
nubila Fb., crammed in gullets and stomachs of specimens, has been speci- 
fically identified. 

VOICE and calls. Short, shrill tremulous * screams * chte-ckee etc. chiefly 
while balling in the air- Twittering noises while roosting (and nesting?) 
in fissures of cliffs, 

BREEDING. Definitely known only in NW. Himalayas (Murrec, Kashmir), 
Saptashring (Nasik dist., Maharaslxtra) and Gersoppa or Jog Falls (Mysore) 
but on circumstantial evidence, or putatively, also nests in many places 
elsewhere in the Western Ghats and peninsular hills with* suitable rocky 
crags and precipices. Season^ in the ffimalayas evidently May-June; in 




half-saucer shaped structure of 
straw and fiathera aggluunated with the bird’s sah'va, stuck bracket-wise 
on a verucal rock face svithin a fissure in a rocky cliff; altcmativelv a 
concave pad of tlie same material placed on a horizontal ledge in simUsr 
situahons. N«t material (straw and feathcis) chased and coIleet,7S 
mid-air ^ it floats on wmd eddies. Eggs, normally 3, somedmei 2, rarclv4 
Pure white, long narrow ovals measuring c. 31 x 19 mm. Both sexes cri- 
^ndy share-iucubation; period c. 19-20 days (in the nominate race-i 
Witherby). Copulauon takes place m the air, the male and female with 
open moBonlcM wings whirling round and round as one unit parachutinr 
through space for 30 metres or so, then separating to fly away individually- 
evjdcnfly also at nest. ^ 

Museum Diaonosis. Differs fiom the nominate form in being somewhat smaUer 
and darker, with a wider pectoral band and smaller throat-patdi, 

MEASUREMENIS 

Wing Bill Tail 

. . (from skull) central outer 

o’d' 202-212 14-16 59,63 73-79 mm 

9 9 , 198-206 14-16 58-61 72-76 mm 

(HW, SA) 

COLOURS or BARE PART,. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet 
purph. 


Note. Peninsular Indian birds {nubifuga} arc normally darker than 
mf/ba of soutlicrn Europe, but at the same time they arc matched by some 
Himalayan examples considered to be migrants of the nominate form. 
A parallel c^c exists between the still darker birds of Ceylon (baim) and 
those of peninsular India. Allowing for the normal operation of Bergmann’s 
Rule (decrease in size from north to south), the size difTcrences arc also not 
sufficiently clear-cut or suggestive for unequivocal racial identification of 
individual specimens when the -races occur together. Our knowledge of 
the spadal foraging movements of these wide-ranging swifts is as yet loo 
nebulous for a satisfactory evaluation of the races and tlicir status within 
pur limits.! Only a methodical collection of actually breeding birds from 
proved nesUng sites can help to elucidate the position. 


695. Apur rmlba bakeri Hartcrt 

Apus'melba bakmH&rtcrt, 1926,Novit Zool. 34; 363 (Catton Estate, 4500 ff, Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 5B9a, Vol. 8 : 680 
Z.OCAI. NAME. tV/hi Jibhiya (Siahala). 

SIZE. Bulbul -f-; stouter.- Length c, 22 era (8J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for 694, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident in Ceylon. * Plentiful, but 
locally distributed, in the hills to altitudes of over 7000 ft [c. 2100 mj; 

1 c,. .V, 8-..:^.. !<>« rmNHS625 153-60) recording the ocewrrtnce^ 

• • race of ibh iwij), A m, dfiraitaiai. 
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visits the lowland tanks at certain seasons for drinking purposes * (PhiUips). 
Subject to considerable erratic movements, and the Ceylon and SouUi 
Indian populations doubtless wandering into each other’s domains in the 
course of the day’s foraging or seasonally. 

GENERAL H.UHTS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 694, q.v. 

BREEDING. No ncsts actually taken in Ceylon, but strong drcurastandal 
cridence of breeding in the rock precipices among the hills of the Central 
Province, Uva and Sabaragamuwa (W. E. Wait, G. M. Henry). Seasojtf c. 
March-May. 

Museum Diagnosis. Smaller and darker even than A. m. nubifuga, the iving given 
by tbedescriberas 190-195 mm. However, 2 <pcf from Ceylon in the British Museum 
collection, though very dark in coloration, have wing 201-207 mm (HW). See 
Note, p. 42. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 694. 


696. Swift. Apus apus pektnensis (Ssvinh'oe) 

Cypulux pckxmnsis: Swinhoc, 1870, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 435 (Pekin, China) 
Baker, FBI No. 1590, Vol, 4: 326 
plate 56, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc Tccoidcd. 

SIZE. Bulbul “j length c. 17 cm (64 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A typical swift svitji longf narrow, bow-shaped wings 
nd moderately forked tail. Uniformly dark brown or sooty black, with 
foitish chin and throat and sometimes with a few pale crescentic marks 
in belly. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) has the forehead whitish. Feathers of crown, belly, 
indcr tail-coverts, and leading edge of tving, mai^ned with whitish. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Breeding visitor to N. Baluclust^ 
‘ commonest swift near Quetta ’), and northward along the Afghan frontia* 
0 Chitral and Gilgit. Also Ladakh, Baldstan, Kashmir and Himachal 
*radcsh (?); normally between c. 1500 and 3300 ra, somedmes higher; 
ibtained by Meinertzhagen in tlie Changchenmo, 
ind observed at Tutyalak in the Indus Valley (Ladakh), 18,800 ft (c. 5730 m) 
n Tidy, the latter presumably a forapng party from below; possiWy p^y 
esident in some of these areas. Wintering in small numbcis in N. Ini , 
■ecorded from N. Gachar in Assam (Baker — regular or casual?), and strag- 
rlersfrli Andaman Is. (?), Maldives (Phfflips), Saurashtra (Lavkumar, 

'Breeds in Cyprus,' Asia Minor, Persia, Turkestan, NW. 
wfagoUa and S. Manchuria, south to Palesdne, 

Kansu and Chihili. Winters in India and m ^ 

Chitral ^ beginning « s^tt^erflo'efa, sometimes large 

rab“p»Xr&c entire in Ac 

S mc^n^but at dusk, indulges in Ae chariicterisdc 



.1 < Lillinr a more or less compact rabble whirling round and 
“3 A Ac air, Ae disorderly revolving mass "pIAy ^ 

wafted by Ae breeze, or mounung ever higher m “c to 
appear from view; this to Ac „ !V„3 

'.s^ms rUght very &st, but le« so than Mpme or Spm^ 
tailed, wiA rapid quivering wing-beats, punrtuated ^ s^W 
of rocket-flke gUding on sufily open wings, wiA shght “ 
turns of Ae body and swishing wheeling movements. As suro^ 
visitor usuaUy seen about clifls in Ae mountains, roosting ana 
nesdng in rock fissures ; but in extralimital areas 
the place of House Sivifi (703), hawking over urban locahues 

and normally nesdng in builAngs. rJ,l.v,niera 

food. As in 694 (q.v.) and other swifts - insects, A.efly Colcoptera, 

Hemiptera, Diptcra, and Hymenoptera. or savnK' 

VOICE and calls. 'A long.drawn harsh yin^eria! 

(Wi Acrby) uttered on Ae wing; in a discordant chorus when ^ . 

Lpdal (?) chases, butinvoKdnga trio inste.adorapaircommodyoteen ^ 

Tts rigm-tonce not fully undentood. Copuladon commonly takes phee 

mid-air as m Alpine .Swift. -__,rrnt!v no nests taken 

BRZEDDJO. Owing to inaccessible cliff-si rti! j;„„in'NW. Palutan 

.Jiin our limits, but cireumsundalesudencc of breetogmiW ^ 

and Kash^-r adequate. frad^n and oAer 




B^t in colom-es on ledges .7r. 48-hour 

dmes 2 or 4, dull white, elongated ovals, f. 25 X 16 mm, la 
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intcTvzls; incubation period 1&-19 days. (For details of breeding biology 
of nominate ap^js, see Da\id Lack, 1956, Ibis 98: 605--19.) 

Mcszom Diacsosts. * Similar to nominate opus but paler. Body plumage more 
browniab less b lacki s h ; vdng feathers (especially secondaries) more grejish brown 
less blacldsh; forecrovm paler,* the pale area of throat more cxtcnnve and whiter * 
(Vaurie, 1965). Fot descriptioa of plumages and structure etc. of the nominate 
racesee IVithcrby. 1938, 2: 244-8. 

IC*A5US£UrKTS 

VVing Bni Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

0-19 160-180 C .8 clO 6&-77mm 

(Baker) 

IVing <? 9 165-176 mm (Hartert). 

COLOURS 07 BARE PARIS. Iris dark brown. Bill blade. Legs and feet purplish 
brown. 


697, Pallid Swift. Apus pdlidus pallidns (Shclle}*) 
pd/idur Shelley, 1870, Ibis: 445 (Egypt) 

Cjpsthis raiifuu A. £: L. Brchm, 1855, Vogellang: 46 (North Afiica and southern 
Europe, Suit, Eg>pt). Not Cypsdvs nsair^ Voigt, 1831, y/bldh ^Cypsisms fma 
(Lichtenstein) 

Baker, FBI No. 1591, Vol. 4: 327 
Plate 56, fig. 5 

LOCAL KAAtES. None recorded. . 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length r. 17 cm (6} in.). 

JTELD cHARAcrERS. A typical swift tvith slender streamlined body, long, 
narrow bow-sbaped wings, and moderately forked tail. Ver^' like 696 but 
pale inous>*- or hair-brown instead of blackish above, and even paler 
below (the feathers narro^vly fringed whitish) ; whitish throat-patch difiEusing 
at edges into surrounding brosvn. Sexes alike. 

Pale coloradoa readily distinguishes it on the wing from Eastern Swift. 

Young (immature) more squamatcd'wlutc and brown on underparts. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTroN and HABITAT. A dcscTt form occurring only in 
W. Pakistan as a scarce and apparently irregular winter visitor. Recorded 
from coastal Makran and Sind (Karachi, Hyderabad). 

Extraltmicl, * Resident in Egypt, Palestine, Persia. S. Arabia and Sind; 
southern Sahara (Air) ’ — Peters. Locally sympatric widi 696. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 696, q.v. 

Musecu Diacroszs. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

WEASUREUeNTS 

^Vmg Bill Tamu Tail 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 162-170 c. 7 c. 9 65-70 mm 

(Baker) 

24 019 from Egypt: IVing 164-171 mm (Memertzhagen). 

cou)UR 3 07 BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bin black. Legs and feet dull purplish brown. 
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Apia pcl/idus 



698. Darkbacked Swift. Apus cculicauda (jerdon) 

a{ypuhis) ccuticarja [nc] ‘Blyth (MSS) * = Jerdon, 1864, Bds. India 2: 870. With 
reference to VoL 1 : 177, No. 99 (Nepal). Misprint for ccuHccsda. 

Cjpselus caiHcaisia Blyth, 1865, Ibis: 45 (Nepal) 

Apus eestiasidiu rdpehendi Koelz, Contrib. Inst Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 26 
(Blue ^fountain, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1592, VoL 4: 327 
Plate 56, fig. 9 
LOCAL SAJiEs. Nonc rccoidcd. 

! q 7 JL Btdbul — ; length c, 17 cm ( 6 | in.).’ 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 696, q.v.j also with moderately forked tail. 
Adult. AboTtf deep metallic bla^ including rump. BelozCt chin and 
throat white streaked with black; under tail-co\'crts black; rest of underparts 
black squamated with white. Sexes alike. 

In high overhead flight when rump not visible easily confused with 
whitc-rumped A. pedfeus (699), w’hich likewise has squamated underparts. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT, Enigmatical. TTie type of the speaes 
was obtained in Nepal where not met with once. A ringle specimen shot at 
Port Blair on 30 July; its occurrence in the Andamans at thatdateLConsidered 
very remarkable by Hume (1874, SF2: 156). Known as breeding bird only 
in the Khasi Hills (Cherrapunji) ; presumably also breeds in hfizo hills. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to 696 and 699, qq.v. Reported by Baker to 
keep in close proximity of its nesting cCjis while breeding, not m a ki ng 
the far-ranging feeding forays of other s\sifts, and thereafter to disappear 
till the following nesting season. 
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BREEDDtC. Only 'kno^vn fi’om the Khasi Hills, Assam, there restricted 
to Ac rock)' cliSs and deep gorges around Ghcrrapunji facing the Sylhet 
plains — an area reputed for the w’orld's heaviest rainfall. Season, end 
to end April. A'crf, s imilar to the Eastern Swift’s (696)^3 sfa^ow cup of 
grass, feathers, etc, agglutinated together with the bird’s saliva and on Co 
ledges of rock within fissures in clifis — colonially. Eggs, 2 or 3, occasionaily 
4, white, long blunt ovals. Average size of 50 eggs 26*0 X 16*3 mm (Baker). 
.Both sc-xes reported to partake in ncst-building and feeding the young. 
Share in incubation, and incubation period, imdctcrmined. 

Museum Diacsosu. The sqxiamated effect of xmderparts is produced by white 
®3rgins to the dull black feathers. Amount of tius while very \ariable in adults 
(*ge-dcpendcni?). 

Nestling (partly fledged) has the white feather-margins on undaparts very 
fcread, and traces of pale edges to the scapulars, back, and wing-coverts (Baker). 

I*or a rc\iew and discusrion of the taxononucal status of A. ccvticauJus and A. 
of which he considers the former to be a subspecies, sec D. Lack, 1956, 


liu 93: 35-8; AiJi 73: 15 and pxssm. 



^measurements 

^Vmg 

BOl 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

o'? 167-174 

(from feathers) 
c .8 

c. 16 

(outer) 
70-74 mm 

(once 177) 



(depth of fork 
f. 21-26 mm) 
(Baker) 


Colours op bare parts. Iris deep brown. Bill black. Legs and feet fleshy wlutc 
or pale plumbeous white (Baker). 


Apus PAcmeus (Latham): Xarge \VHrrERUid>ED S^mft 
Key to die Sxi&species 

Large; wing over 160 mm A. p. padf-ais 

Large; darker than the preceding with narrower white rump 

A. p. icjrri 

Smaller; wing 160 mm or less A. p, Uuatryx 


Page 
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699. Apus pacifisuspad/irds (Latham) 
pcdfda Latham, 1801, Index Om., SuppL, Iviu (new Holland = New 
South Wales etui Mathews) ; the lens topics has been fixed as the riciaity of Vladi- 
vostok by Domaniewsld, 1933, Acta Om. Jilus. ZooL Poloaici 1 : 80 
Bakcr,^! No. 1593, VoL 4: 329 
Plate 56, fig. 7 


tooAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SI 2 X. Btdbul length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A deeply fork-tailed swifr, blackish brown afao\*c 
>*ith a broad white rump-patch; squamated or mottled black and white 
bdow, with whitish chin and thrbat. Sexss alike. 



X A f 

(Afler Hartert) 


Easily confused vsiih A. coitieczidus (698) in flight, but 
white rump (r. black) diagnostic. 

STATUS, DisTRiDtrnoN and habitat. From specimens 
collected, ctidcntly a winter migrant or wanderer to Assam, 
Nagaland, Manipur, and Mizo (?) ; but status unclear owing 
to possible confusion in sight records with the other races, 
and c%'cn with A. esutiecudus. 

ExtrcUmilal. Breeds in eastern Asia from the western 
Altai and Yakutsk cast to Kamchatka and Korea; northern 
Mongolia and eastern China w’esn%*ard to Kansu and 
Szcdiuan. (For details sec Vaurie, 1965, 2: 654.) 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in OthcT SwiftS, 

c.g. 703. 


BREEDING. ExtralimitaL 


Apus peejpaa 





m Breeding range i A.p.fcrif^ ^ A. p. Uzar^ {r») 

3 A.p.ic-~(roi}. 

Museum Diacnoss. See Key; for details of plureage, B a k e r , loc- ciL 

MEASUREMtNTS 

\S’iag Bm Tarsus 

(from feathers) 

o’ 9 16S-195 f.7 f. 10-11 


For eastern Chinese birds La Touche, 1931-34 (2; 91) gisTs; 
o-’d’ 162-193-1 

9 9 170-189/ 


Tan 
(outer) 
72-81 mm 
(Baker) 


e. 13 


reO-90 mra 
\74-83 mm 
(depth of fork 
mm) 
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COLOUM OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BUI black. Legs and feet dark pt'irplish 
black (Baker), 


700. ^J>asj:ac^ajjlfua>njij (BJyth) " 

Cxfsilas Uixonjx Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bcngal l4 (1): 212 (Calcutta) 
Baker, FBI No. 1595, Vol. 4: 331 

lOCM. KAUE5. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 699, q.v. On a casual view in flight would 
^ass for a House Svnft (703), but for the forked tail. Sec Key to the Species. 

sTATOs, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Status uncertain. Occurs in the 
breeding season along 'the outer Himalayas between c. 600 and 3600 m 
from Kashmir to NEFA including Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan. Definitely 
known to breed round Murrcc, Mmsooric, Nairn Tal and in the Khasi 
IfrUs (Shillong), Possibly also breeds elsewhere in the Himalayas and other 
hills south of Brahmaputra river, Manipur, Mizo and E. Pakistan hills. 
Movements in non-breeding season capricious and unpredictable even in 
areas of known abundance, e.g. northeastern Assam where ‘flocks ofhund- 
-reds one afternoon then not another bird to be seen again maybe for a week* 
(Hume). Easily missed in fine weather when hawking at great heights; 
more in prominence as forerunner of a storm and in overcast drizzly weather 
when if descends to lower levels, often seen in company with Alpine and 
House Swifts and swallows. Wanders far arid wide in the Peninsula; has 
been reported from such far-flung localities as Andhra (Mulug), Saurashtra, 
Bombay City, Konkan, North Kanara (Kanvar — - * large flocks occasionally 
during the rains * — Davidson, JBNHS 12: 47) and Malabar. 

general habits, and food. As in other swfts; during daytime almost 
ceaselessly on the tving hawking insects. Flying terriutes listed among stomach 
contents. 

^^OiCE and CALLS. Not specifically described. 

breeding. Season^ apparently long-drawn, c. April to July. JVw/, a half-cup 
of grass, bits of leaf, etc. cemented together with inspissated saliva, stuck 
against a slanting rock-face witlfin a fissure in a high cliff; usually difficult 
of access. Built in small colonies or clusters. Utilizing nest of martin {Delkkon 
ni/folensis) has been recorded (Whyjnper), 2 or 3, whiter ijurroWf elon- 
gated, t^ical of swfts*. Average size of 1 1 eggs 22*7 X 15*0 mm (Baker). 
Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and incubation period, unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (699) in being smaller and 
darker with a narrower white rump. ' 

UEASUREUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) (outer) 

147-160 c. 7 e. U 65-71 mm 

(Baker) ' 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris bfOwH. Bfll black. Legs and feet purplish brmva or 
purplish black (Tic<diunt)« 


50 
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, 701. A^^eCTjih4ifcw<7i(Yatriashma) 
Micrvpmpecijicmkaeoilfeto^f^. 1942, Bull. Biog^gr. Soc.J,nan 12 (2h72 
(Hotel Tobago) 

ApmImiM! salirmtii Lack. 1958, Jour. Bombay nut. Hut. Soc. 55: 168-1 
(Molo, Chu Valley, SE.'Tibct) 

Baker, FBI No. 1593 (^t), Vol. 4: 329 
LOCAL KAUES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Burbul length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

TOLD CHARACTERS. As 01699. Set Kcy End Museum Diagnosis 
CTATUS, DOTi^tmoN and habitat.' Not yet recorded but may occur in 
NEFA since it breeds in adjacent southeastern ’nbet. ‘ 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 699 and other stvifu 
B^EDmo in the lower Tsangpo Valley (SE. Tibet) at c. 3500 m in summer 
under me cav^ of the larger houses and also in the lofty stone defence 
towers charactcnsuc of the villagcs ’ (Ludlow, 1944). 

Museum Dwcnosis. As large as nominate padjums (699), but almost identical 
vnm lauojvfx in the other characters, viz. darker upperparts, deddedly narrower 
white rump, and much narrower w'hite tips to feathers of underparts. Thus separable 
from padfieiu by colour and from lauonyx by size. 

UEASURmiENTS. Wing 5 173-179 (mean 176) mm (Lack). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As m 699. 


Apus AFFiNis (J. EjrGray): House Swift 

Key to the Sabspedes 

1 Tail square 

a Crown brown, forehead more grey but no white and no trace of 


superdlium 51 

- b Crown and fordiead all brown A, e. nxpeltnns H 

c Crown grey-brown grading to whitish on forehead, often a trace 

of wFitc superdlium. A. a. galiUjaisis 50 

d Head, tailand upper tail-coverts practically black. .. .4^. fl.rwg-a/owtr 54 

2 TaB slightly but obviously forked A. o. nhfvTcatas 55 


702. ,Apma^nUgaliUjmsis[hn\.\non) 

Cypselus GaliUjertsu7 Antinori, 1855^ Naumannia: 307 /Sea ofGaixlee, BaJestine) 
Baker, FBI No. 1597. VoL 4: 334 

LOCAL NAMES. AhShfd, ^Hindi) J Chamro (Sind). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD , CHARACTERS. As of 703, q.v. Sce Ke)" to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. t 

STATUS, distributidn and habitat. Resident and common in West 
Paldstan [Baluchistan (Qpetta), Sind, W, Punjab (Dcra Ghazi Khan)] 
except in the coldest months, e, November to February, when scarce or 
absent; presumably migrating then to warmer parts in peninsular India. 
But see remarks under Museum Diagnosis. ‘ 


SWIFTS 51 

'ExtralimUaL Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and southern Sahara (Air); 
Syria, Palestine, Transcaspia and Persia (Peters). For details of range sec 
Vaurie, 1965, 2: 649. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAULS. As in 703. ^ • 

BREEDING. SeosoTt iU-dcfined; practically throughout the year excepting 
the coldest months. Pfesi and site as in 703. In Sind Ticehurst found small 
colonies under ledges of cliffs out in the desert {JbiSf 1923 : 35). Eggs, 2, m 
of the Indian House Swft. Average size of 20 eggs 22 '4 x 14*2 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Very similar to nominate aj^xis (703), also >vith short tail 
flnd a distinct contrast between colour of bead and nape and colour of mantle. 
It is merely a larger and paler form of a^is, the palest parts of the head, namdy 
the forehead and a short connected supcrdliary streak, tending to white. But 
cognizable with certainty only if a scries of Palestine birds is compared with a sener 
from south and central India. Individual specimens from W. Pakistan and NW. 
India arc not always distinguishable in colour rithcr from galiUjensU or ejffinVt and 
moreover the complete gradation in size often makes subspecific allocation impos- 
sible. For a discussion sce Whistler (JBNHS 38: 30), who suggests that under the 
circumstances galiUjensu may be removed from the Indian list. 


measurements 


Palestine birds 

Wing 

Tail 

o’? 

132-138 

40-46 mm 

Punjab birds 

9 !?(? 

125-134 

39-44 xnm 

13 '9 9 

12r-l33 

38-43 mm 
(HIV) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 703. 


■ 703. Apus qffinis'eSmis (J. E. Gray) 

tulus cthizi. E. Gray, 1830, in Gray and Hardwick* lU. Ind. Zoot 1(2), 

' pi. 35, f. 2 (No locaUty== Ganges) > 

' Baker. FBI No. 1596, Vol. 4: 332 

Plate 56, fig. 4 

HAULS. Aiaieef, Biitiis (Hindi); PHoH (Maratlii); (Gnjarad); 

^diiAi (Malayalam). 

;e, smoky Wade stvallow-like Wrd with comge- 

tLD white throat, shSt square tail, and long najrow si^c- 

white rump, wh ^ scattered rabbles 

dasWng about in the air at great speed day 
Iona Siwking insects over towns and villages, 

■ in complty wid. swaho- ali. 

^ "misSfory in 
Se^c:?d“n’S«! All If ^ 

X..1 West Bengal, and^ Sthe 

widi die possible ezeepnon of Kerala where dt 
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darker and seem more akin to the Ceylon race. Plains and up to c. 2000 
m in the Himalayas and peninsular hills. Affects the neighbourhood of 
urban habitations, crumbling old forts and ruins, and clifis. 



general HABITS. Grcgaiious, predominantly aerial and 
TsK-i» -’’“es of up to 50 or - ^undr^ tab or 

nedmes much larger aerial congregadons or 

local migration. Spends most of the day on the wing, • jJ^.i-ooting 
^d^ perimeto of die nest colonies or • villagm the bu^ sh^un^ 
nests time to time as they drde around. »o^"» 

I all in a body. Hight very swift (whence swMping glido. 

, beau of the sdffly held narrow vnngs, and other 

ich agile wheeling and twists and turns in accompany dioe 

ial insects. ShriU musical twittering squeaU ofttm 

noem^. Flo^ 



ihirrabbfc craefuayy wofr/ngAwayiD the diiUncc turtseri 

“®Sahn<routofsight.Inastmnghcads«^d.tb=^^ 

ply downwards like a sloping by themirreat but 

m'd-air for split seconds or the majority, 

rly enjoying the sport- Very biSng a^eu for three 

^y in the northern parts, abandon thor Wtemng 
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or four of the coldest months. The paucity of tiny fi>ing insects up in the 
frigid atmosphere mayjliowevcr, be an important contributory factor. 

Ccuriship, Nest-based birds frequently disport themselves of an evening 
— pairs or trios fl^dng at speed in dose formation, almost yving to \\ing, in 
and out of verandas etc. below the nest clusters, nsittering shrilly the while. 
The flight now is a butterfly-like fluttering ^^^th the wings raised in a’V 
above the back, only their tips vibrating rapidly. The exact significance of 
these triangular * chases * is not xmderstood. 

FOOD, hedges (Diptera), tiny flying bugs and beetles (Hemiptcra, 
Coleoptcra), winged ants (Hymenoptera), air-borne spiders (Araaeida), 
etc. all captured in niid-air. 

VOICE and galls. Shrill spirited musical screams, uttered chiefly on the 
wing. Rendered as * a very rapid siksiksiksik-sih-sik — siksiksiksik all pitched 
on the same note ’ and variants of this (hf. D. liste:^. A shrill chuck-chrm 
started by one bird in the roost and promptly taken up as a chorus by its 
crighbours, somctiincs passing as a wave, or as repeated waves, through 
the entire colony. Usually heard early in the morning before the birds leave 
thrir dormitory’; sometimes also after reflring into it at dusk (A. Razack). 

BREEDiKG. Seoson^ practically* all y’ear except the coldest months, namely 
c. November to February, the peak periods (apparently* nvo) varying locally. 
.Wrr/, basically a globular imtidy mass of grass and feathers cemented 
together with the birds* saliva, very variable in shape. Usually attached 
under the caves of houses or in the angle of the ceiling and w*all, or under 
an arched gateway, bridge and the like. Built in colonies, small or large, 
the nests stuck in disorderly fashion one upon another in a conspicuous 
conglomerated mass; each has a separate entrance, in some cases merely 
a sUt between the wall and the nest. Old mosques and ruins are favoured, 
and the so-termed * nest villages * are often. sited in the midst of congested 
noisy bazaan with people and traffic moving within a few metres of the 
birds flying in and out. The nests are repaired and used year after year, 
and %vhcm unmolested the * villages * tend to become traditional, some being 
known to be occupied for over eighty’ years. In areas of all-y'ear residence 
nests used as dormitories during non-breeding season. Occasionally single 
nests are built, or a pair of swifts will usurp the mud nests of Wiretailed, 
Rcdnimped and Cliff Sw’allow’s, adapting them to their own use by a copious 
fining of tell-tale feathers. Eggs^ 2 or 3, rarely 4, pure white longish oVals; 
laid at intervals of 2 or 3 days, in some cases even up to 7 days. Average 
size of 100 eggs 22*2 x 14*2 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in building 
the nest, incubation (?) hnd tending the young, who leave the nest between 
37 and 43 days of hatdiing. Incubation period 1&-26 days (Razad:)\ 
Brooding begins with the first egg, often resulting in considerable disparity 
in the grow-th of the nestlings. They are fed on boluses of tiny insects brought 
in the parents’ gullet All "nest material is also collected in the air. 

Meszevt DtACNOsn. . Crown light brown paling to greynsh on forccrown and 
forehead; upper tail-coverts and tail dark browTi. Tail slightly forked when fireshly 
moulted. For description'of plumage see Baker, loc. dt; for a discusaon on the 
Indian races, \Vhhilcr QBNHS 38: 30); AbdulaH (ibid- 62: 523-8). 

* Kaaaxk, K. M. A., 1968, ’ Some Ohserrations on the Biology of the House Swift, 
Apus ffjwj (Gray).* Ph,D. thesis, ht. S. Utdvenity, Baroda. 
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mzasuremekts 

I'-'ing Tail 

122—135 37-44 mm 

(Baker, IIW, HA) 

BUI (from feathers) 6-7 mm; tarsus c. 9-10 mm (Baker). 

IVelght 1 o? 21 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, liis bro\\n. Bill homy black; mouth pink. Legs and 
feel pinky bro^^’n; claNs-s homy black (SA). 


704. Apus apinis singalnms hladardsz 
singcUr^ Madarasz, 1911, Anru Hist.-NaL Mus. Nat. Hungar, 9 : 420, pL 16 
f- 4 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1598 (pan), Vol. 4: 334 

LOCAL NAMES. IVeTit Hhtnird (Sinhala); Sdruppakski (Malayalam); Forike (T^laldi- 
vian). 

SIZE. Sparrow*; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 703, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DI5T3UBUTION* and HABITAT. Resident; Ceylon and possibly 
Kerala. Plentiful but locally distributed in all zones throughout the Island 
to over 1200 m; patcliily and rather capridously in Kerala. Sight recorded 
in Alaldive Is. (Phillips, JBNHS 60: 580); subspecies unconfirmed. Keeps 
chiefly in the neighbourhood of big rocLmasses in the foothills and low* 
country*. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 703. 

BREEDING. Sfoson, April to Sepiember, chiefly hlarch to July. Breeding 
biology as in 703. 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinguished from peninsular a^rns (703) by blacker colora- 
tion: head, tail and upper tail-coverts all practically black, almost the same colour 
as mantle. Rump-patch white as in 703 and other races. Kerala birds are also 
blacker than qffinii and c\’idcntly belong to the Ceylon population. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

(pg 127-133 U-12 42-45 mm 

(mV, HA) 

Weight I 0i 24 g ; I 9 23 g (SDR). • 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 703. 


703. Apus ajfmis nipalensis (Hodgson) 

Cypselus JFipalerjis Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5: 780 
(Central region of Nepal) 

Baker. FBI No. 1598, VoL 4: 334 
LOCAL NAME. BSlSsi (Ncpafi). 

SI7X. sparrow; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 


SWIFTS 
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mu) CHARACTERS. As of 703, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

^ATus, distribution And HABITAT. Resident, subject to seasonal local 
^d alutudinal movements. Nepal, Sikidm, Bhutan and western Assam 
(Kamrup dist.) to c. 2000 m. 

general habits, food, voice and calls. As in 703. 

BiL.EDrNG. SeasoTiy chiefly April to July. Apparently* less colonial than 
at least ivhcn nesting in buildings ; the ‘ villages ’ usually smaller, and 
uji^auon of individual swallow nests commoner. Colonies may be larger 
w* cn sited on cliffs, but this not specifically recorded. Average size of 10 
*^ 21-9 X 14.4 mm (Baker). 

*■ Diagnosis. Darker than a£iitis mih the head all brown, not paling to 

cjTSh on forehead or forecrovsTL Upperparts, excepting white rump-patch, sooty 
^^tflightly glossed green. ’ 

i^EASUReX'E.VTS 

Tail 

16 <P9 129^139 42-49 nun 

(Biswas) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 703. 


706. Apus effmis suhfincatus (Blyth) 

Blyth, 1849, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 18 (2) : 807 (Penang) 
Baker, FBI No. 1599, Vol. 4: 335 
^^>CAL NAME, Deo hki (Gacbari). 

SEE. Spafrow*; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

D^g ^ q.v. See Key to the Subspedes and Museum 


STATUS, Distribution and habitat. Resident, with the usual seasonal 
®c^^cmeius. Assam (excluding Kamrup dist.) to c, 1200 m, south 
uirough Nagaland, Manipur. SVtzo Hills {?}; East Pakistan. 

M. 1 China from Yunnan to Fukien, south to Burma, 

• . ^ Peninsula, Thailand and the Indochinese countries. Indonesian 


FOOD, v'oicE and calls. As in 703 . 

pure! ' ivr Assam April to July*, chiefly May and June. * A 

tize. ^ ^^JCcding bird, (in Asiim] some of the colonics being of great 
^j^^^umbenng one or even two hundred pairs of birds. . . . The nests on 
2 o- pearly all of the strong, well made half-cup type * (Baker). Eggs 
of fifty 22*7 x 14*9 mm, 

fiTT M/hi» ^^^NOsa, Darker than e^cds with head, tail, and upperparts (except 
mmp) all practically black and >^•ithout contrasL Matches si-^e!etsis 
“ larger on the a%'erage and with a longer, slightly forked tafl- 

Tarstts Tail 


Wing 


Bm 


130-142“ 
0“!=rtLa.(aft 


(from feathers) 
c. 6 


c.9-10 


44-47 tarn 
(Baker) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As Zn 703. 

Genus Gvpsiurus I.csson 

C^psiuriis Lesson, 1843, Echo du Monde Savant, Ann. 10, 2mc setn.: 134, Type, by 
. - monotypy, Qpseltu cmirosicais Temminck = CjPstlus parvus Lichtenstein 

Small swiTts with deeply forked tafls. Toes arranged in pairr, the 3rd and 4th toes 
outward, the 1st and 2nd (inner and hind) inwaid. 

Cvi>siURus PARVUS (Lichtcnstcin) : Palm Swift 
Key to the Sobspeaes 


Paler; depth of tail-fork exceeding 28 mm C.p. bdesierjis 

Darker; depth of tail-fork less than 26 cam .C.p. infuriatus 


707. Cypsiwus parvus hahswisis (J. E. Gray) 

Cyp.fyeUss) Bclasisrsis [rir] J. E. Gray, 1 829, in Griffith’s Anim. Kingdom 7 : 60 
(India, restrict^ to Calcutta by Baker, 1927. Fauna 4: 336, rc-rcatricted 
to Balasore datrict, north-eastern Orissa, by Ripley, Synopsis, 

2ndcd., p. 201, 1982) 

Cjpsdas pedmaram p. E. Gray, 1830, in Gray and Hardweke’s 111. Ind. ZooL 1(2), 
pL 35, figs, la and lb (No locality = Cawnporc) 

Baker. FBI Nm. 1600, 1601, VoL 4: 336; 338 
Plate 56, fig. 13 

LOCAL NAstES. Fddi abdheel, Folchatta, Palis devli (Hindi); T^lzharai, Bdlkdst 
(Bengal); 'Shxnvi (Marathi); Tod abdbeAo (Gujarau'); Atnbdltan kdili (Tamil); 
PcndpdksH, Pdrah&kid (Kannada); Pand.mpikshi (MaUyalam); BTSi 
(Sinhala); Ulcrasd kurisvi (Tamil, Ccy'lon), 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; slimmer. Length r. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A sUm, plafri sooty grey swift, v^^th narrow, deeply 
forked tail. In flight the longslender curving wdngs reminiscent of a miniature 
bow with the body set in it for an arrow. Tail-fork v'cry conspicuous when 
bird banking in flight.. Sc^ alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident practically throughout our 
area south of the Himala>*as [excluding the range of the eastern infunuslus 
(708)] and Ceylon. Patchy in Rajasthan and Gujarat. Absent in West 
Pakistan. Ghicfiy plains ; locally in the hills to c. 1 000 m. Affects open country 
and cultiv*ation dotted with palm trees. Occurrence everywhere closely 
associated with palms, espcrially the tad or palmyra (Ecrassus /jiBsUifer), 
and locally the bctclnut palm (Afsse caitEiu). 

CENERAX. HABITS. Gtegarious and aerial like House Swift, but usually 
more scattered; rarely seen in dose-packed rabbles. Spends the day on the 
wing hawking insects high up in the air or dose to the ground, almost 
Invariably in the proodmity of palmyTa palms ; sometimes a colony may c''cn 
be based on a single palmyra palm, or a small duster, with no others for 
miles around. Flight svrift and arrowy with agile twists and ttnms in pursuit 
of prey, accompanied by lively twittering screams. This particularly when 
a party is sporting around the roosting place near sunset. Roosts in furrows 
on the underside of a downhanging p^yra leaf, dinging in an upright 


4-7 mm longer than the central ones. 
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t-T ^ Swft (703), sometimes invoW 

Copulation in mid-air as in most other swifts! 

beetles IW i^"'* Itymcnopterous insects, tiny bugs and 

beetles (Hemiptera, Coleoptera), etc., taken in the air. ^ 

on'&r!vtng ^ ***"'^’ ‘"P*® ttvittering scream ItHltt, uttered 

^Evim Season, pracdcaUy throughout the year, the peak periods 
varying locally. JVmI, a •flimsy half saucer c. 10 mm deep and 40 Lm in 

“ofrepfs, Salmalic, etc.) agglutinated 
together wife the bird s sahva; attached bracketwise within a furrow on 
th^eunderside of a drooping palmyra frond tvith the supporting ‘apron* 
of inspissated'sahva and feath^ stretching upward for c. 8 cm behind 
the nrat like a screen or backdrop. This apron used by growing young to 
cling to when the cup gets too small to contain them. Nest sometimes built 
near mid-rib under arching areca frond. Eggs, normally 2 occasionally 3 
pure white elongated pointed ovals, typical of sivifts. Average size of 50 
eggs 18-2 X 11-5 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in collecting floating 
vegetable down in the air and in building the nest. Share in incubation, 
and period, iinrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 

"Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

; (from skuU) central outer 

0^9 113-122 7-8 a -9 z(y-ZZ 60-68 mm 

(H\V, SA) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill dark homy brown; mouth pinkish 
grej'. Legs, feet and claws pinkish brown. 


^ apodiformes 

BHhEDiNo. Season, chiefly March to August in the nlaim-'Anrii . i 
in *e hills .V„, ^ in 707 but 

in the root of village houses thatched with grass, bam^o leam 

{heTornSm '>“'™hanging leaves of palms', eg 

the ^palm (Itmlona jenitnsmna) in compounds, frequently svithin hand 
reach. Eggs 2 or, 3 ; average size of fifty 1 7 ■ 1 x 1 1 • 7 mm (itofcer). ^ 
Museum Diagnosis. Differs from batasiemh ( 707 ) in being darker ivith j 
leM deeply forked laU. Aiorr, blackish brown, the sving-quilli and od almost bhtk 

^d Aroaf ® P“>rr greyish on chia 

siEASuREMEim. Wing o' 9 1 13-126 mm (Baker). 

COLOURS OF B.ARE PARTS. As m 707 . 


Subfamily Hemiprockinae 

Differs from ssrifts of the subfamily Apodinae in the character of the tarsi and 
feet svhich superficiaUy resemble swallosvs’. Hind toe not revcnible, and unlike 
other swifts the birds hre capable of perching like a true passerine. 

Genus Hemiprocne Nitzsch 

'Hemipnenes [nominative plural] Nitzsch, 1829, Obs. Av. Aner. Caret. Comm.:l! 
and note. Type, by subsequent designation, Cypselas hogipninis Temminck 
*= Hirundo longipennix Rafinesque 

Sincipital plumes long and erccUlc forming a frontal crest. Tail long and deeply 
forked. Wings when folded reach nearly to end of tail. Seao dimorphic in plutasje 
and young unlike adult. There is a patch Df silky down feathers on each flank. 
Only a single species and race within our limits. 


708. Qipsiums parvus infumatus (Sclater) 

Cypselus infumatus Sclater, 1865, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 602 
(Banjermassing, Borneo) 

Baker, FBI No. 1602, Vol. 4; 333 

LOCAL NAME. Deo hadi kashiha (Cachari^. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; slimmer. Length r. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 707. Scc Key to the Subspecies, and Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Assam south of Brahma- 
putra river, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo hills, Tripura, East Pakistan. Plains 
and up to c. 600 m. Sight recorded (subspecies?) in NEFA (Subansiri 
area) — Betts, JBNHS 53: 411. 

ExlTalimital. Burma, Thailand, and Vietnam ; Hainan I. Malay Peninsula, 
Tambelan Is., Sumatra, Java, Bali, Billiton and Borneo (Petem). 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to 707, but keeps more to open clearings in 
forest, and is somewhat less dependent on palm trees. In their absence 
commonly roosts and nests in the thatching of roofs in tribal villages, flying 
in and out of the houses fearlessly wthin grabbing distance of the inmates. 

FOOD, VOICE and calls. As in 707. 


709. Crested Swift. Hemiprocne hn^pennis coronata (Tickell) 

' Hirvndo Coronata Tickcll, 1833, Jour. Aaiat. Soc. Bengal 2: 580 

(Jungles of Borabhum and Dholbhum) 

Hemiprocne longipennts Ripley, 1950, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 63: fOI 
( Juna RajpipJa, South Gujarat) 

Baker, FBI No. 1616, Vo!. 4: 354 
Plate 56, fig.' 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Doo hadt ko (Cachari); Xajday'dhSbeel (Kindi); llVXi 
(Sinhala); Chotdliyo dbdbteto (Gujarati); SdrdppSkshi (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Bulbul length r. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, - A slender bluc-grcy swallow-likc bird with a pro- 
minent backward curving frontal crest, erected 
when perched. 

Male. Abovet bluish grey glossed with green. 
Be/oiu,*chin, throat and sides of face' chestnut; 
breast ashy grey, passing into white on abdomen 
and under tail-covcxts. 

Female, similar but 'lacking the chestnut on 
the face and throat. 

Flight, and appearance on wing, very like palm 
ssvift, but larger size, white undcrpar'ti and mere 
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deeply forked tail distinguish it. At rest the tail, narrowed to a spike, 

- projects between the crossed wing-tips. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident,* rather patchily distributed 
and subject to some seasonal local movements. All along the base of the Outer 
Himalayas (up to <r. 1000 m) and tliroughout the Indian Union except the 
more treeless parts of Punjab, Rajasthan, and Gujarat (Kutch). Occurs 
also in Nepal (lowlands, bhabar and dun). East Pakistan, and Ceylon 
■(lowlands and hills to c. 1200 rn). Absent in ^Vcst Pakistan. Affects wcU- 
w’ooded areas of deciduous forest — teak, Anogeissusy Boswellia, etc, — pre- 
ferably in broken foothills country. 

Extralimital, Extends through Burma south to central Tcnasscrim, Tliai- 
land and the Indochinese countries. Other races in the Indonesian islands. 

GENERAL HABrrs. Kccps in loose parties of 6 to 8, occasionally larger 
flocks, wheeling in wide circles hawking insects high above the tree-tops 
in open deciduous forest, uttering their distinctive calls. Comparatively 
parochial, seldom wandering as far afield as some other swifts in the course 
of their foraging. Flight very like Palm Sv/ifts, much slower tlian is typicaV 
of the family though accompanied by the same nimble twists and turns 
and graceful evolutions in pursuit of insect prey. Settles from time to time 
near the tips of leafless trees to rest and preen, perching bolt upright with 
the crest raised. Dips at spued to drink from tlie surface of forest pools, 
rising again in a graceful curve. 

FOOD. Flying insects — Hemiptera, Coleoptera, etc. 

VOICE and calls. A harsh but not unpleasant double note ti-chuk, ti^chuk 
or whit’tuckf whiMuck reminiscent of the scolding notes of the Shikra hawk 
— uttered chiefly in flight. A trisyllabic kip-kee^kep, middle syllable much 
emphasized, given frequently from a perch (Lowther). Call also described 
as resembling a parakeet’s scream (Nichols). 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, Dcccmbcf to July, var^dng with 'locality. Chiefly 
January to March/April in the Peninsula; March to May and again Sep- 
tember in Ceylon. a ridiculously liny and shallow half-saucer c. 50 X 30 
mm across, and 10-12 mm deep in the middle- Made of scales or flakes . 
of papery bark, more or less uniform in size and shape, and small feathers, 
agglutinated together with the birds’ saliva; attached bracketwise to the 
side of a thin horizontal branch, 20 to 50 mm in diameter, near the top of 
' a leafless tree, 4 to 18 m above the ground. Nest practicaUy invisible from 
below or merely as a small knot in the branch. Egg, a singleton, 
white ivith a faint bluish tinge when fresh; elongated oval, obt^ at 
ends, filling the diminutive nest completely. Average size or29 cgp 23 7 X 
17-1 mm^aker). Both birds partake in nest-buiIding, ir.cubauon, a^ 
feeding the young. Incubadon period undetermined The inmbating biM 
S^rthtaSiright on the branch against the nW pufimg out i^ bre^t and 

abdomen bfenling sligi:ti;: 

down, remains rigid and immobile m me n jjmipus (1065) 

upward, simulating to perfccuon a i e . parches 

and TephrodornU (1070). O''''.': „ Ju and bill 

more or less upright by nest, b e inc^ ^ elstraordinarily camoufiag- 

- extended upward and crMt raised, ® „ kVhisdcr, JBNHS 34: 

ed [For good accounts oT the breeding biology see H.wmsu 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 



(from skull) 

7-9 

14 d'<}' 

141-156 

11-12 

10 9 9 

148-160 

11-13 

7-9 


772-7 (photos); J. K. Stanford and H. C. Smith, ibid.' 39: 125-B; E.H. N. 
Lowther, ibid. 39: 116-24 (photos).J 
Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. df. 

Y.ouag (immature). Ahtx, featbm finely edged wid) pure while wiih tod 
subterminal bands of pale bro'vnish grey. Scspulan and innci^t lecondsnes 
broadly grey-white at the ends, with very fine brown sublerminal lines. Bt ow, 
feathers edged with white and su!>edged blackish. 

MOULT. Posljuvcnal moult apparently doo not include prlmario an 
secondaries and greater coverts, tertiaries and tail. Except fw these untnou t 
parts, fint-ycar male agrees ivith adult male. A complete moult in autu^ in w 
the body plumage is usuaBy changed well before the wings and tavL ere appears 
to be a partial b'ody moult in spring (Whistler). . „ .t. 

Nothing is known about the patch of silky downy fcaflitfs on e , 

curious decomposed edges to the tertiaries which in some examples ow up m 
conspicuous patch. 

UEASUKEUeNTS ^ 

Tail 

central outer 
40-47 110-135 mm 

4(M6 124-127 mm 

(HVV, SA) 

Baker gives for o’ P Wing 151-165 mra. , , 

COLOURS OF uARE PARTS. Iris bfown. .Bill bomy black; mou g 
Legs and feet pinkish brown; claws blacldsh brown. 

Order Troooniformes 

For morphological details scc Stresemann, E., 1927-34, Acts , 833, » 

FBI 4: 314 (Sub-order Trogoncs). 

Family Trooonidae: Trogorn 

FordcscriptionsccVanTync,J.,andEergcr,A.J.,I959:4C9,EoEcne^ 

1964. Article • Trogon ’ in 'Ibomson, A. L. (ed.) Jto VicL B,rdf. London be 
York. 

Germs Harpactes Swaimon 

Harpeeles Swalnson, 1833 (1832-33), Zool. iH. (2), 3: 2; 5J7 

no type or included species. Species added, Svrainson, I » 

Type, by subsequent designation, 

Bill short, strong and wide; lip of culmca boldly hook ^n arti 

and base of bill wcU covered with bristles; checks partly naked. . 

feeble, halffcaihcred.Tail long, the rectriccs broad and squarely 
pointed in young; of 12 broad flathers, the outer three pairs * . ^ 

Wing rounded, of 10 primaries; inner prirruuics and recondanea very • 
plumage sofl and dense; skin very thin. 

' ' Key to the Specie* 

A Mly red in rnalo, cinmimon in fnrute 

B BcUy red in both sexes. ' ' * * '.V * ' ^ V * ’ i.l /C uerd! ^ 

C Belly geranium pbk in males; primrme yellow infernal 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 4: 61-64 


275 


TROGONS 61 

Hakpactes fajoatos (Pennant): Trocen 

Key to tbe Snbspe^es / 

Page 

Head and foreneck grey, not black or bladdsh H. f. fanielus 63 

Head and neck black, not grey H.f. mdeiaiaa 61 

SimHar to lajt but paler, especially on back; white of wing barrings 
more extensive H.J.Uzrsii 61 

710. HoTpsctaJasticias UgerliKjxlz 

Herpcctafcscubis Ugali Koelz, 1939, Proc. BioL Soc. Washington 52: 79 
(Foot of Mahendragjri, Orissa) 

Baker, FBI No. 1585 (part), VoL 4: 317 

CC Silim All, 1949, JBNHS 48: 80&-8 

LOCAi. /“tf/m chin (Hindi). 

sttE. Myna i, wih longer tail; overall length e, 31 cm (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 7 1 1 , q.v, Scc Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident Southern Gujarat (Surat 
Dangs) and northern Maharashtra (Khandesh) south to r. lat 20"N. 
eastward, presumably over the Satpura trend, through Madhya Pradesh 
(Bastar dist) to Chota Nagpur and Orissa (Mahendragiri) ; from plains 
level to c. 1200 m. Affects moist-dedduous and scim-cvcrgrecn forest. 

GENERAL HAsm, TooT>, VOICE oud CALLS. Asic Alalabar ZxogDn (7/ M. 

BREEDING. Asin711. 

Museum Diagnosis. Difiers from H.f. malehencu (711) in being larger and 
brighter coloured. 

Male. Head (and breast) greyish blade t. deep sooty black in 711. Upperparts 
' hn^tyeUowisk brown, less suffused with chestnut, particularly on upper tail-coverts. 

Female. Aiow, upper back darker wth an olive tinge (more or less concolonnis 
with head), contrasting strongly with bright nifous-onmge of rump and upper tail- 
coverts. 

Females from S. Gujarat arc somewhat intermediate between the Kerala popula- 
tion and dial of eastern Madh>'a Pradesh and Orissa. 

MCASUREMEKTS 
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Taims 

Tan 



(Irom sFtill) 



14 o':? • 

130-142 

20-21 

15-17 

IS5-184mai 

8 99 

12S-135 

19-21 

15-17 

143-176 nan 

0 
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BARE PARTS. 

As in naUhcTicus (711). 


(SA) 


71 1 . HoTpadisfasdalus malabariais (Gould) 

Tngon Mdahenau Gould, 1834, Proc. ZooL Soc. liondon, pL 2j 26 (Malabar Coast) 
Baker, FBI No. 1585, Vol. 4: 317 
Plate 57, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Kvfm thiH (Hindi); ^enjo (Maratlu); ,rca£nM/:dth‘ (Kannada)* 
Thttksm (Malayalara), ’ 

SIZE. Myna with longer tail; <n*erall length e. 31 cm (12 in.). 
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FiEU) raARACiERS. A brilliantly coloured bird with a. relatively long, 
broad and curiously square-ended taiL 

Male. Head, neck and breast sooty black. Back yellowish brown; 
wings bladdsh with fine wavy white barring. Underparts brilliant crimson- 
pink divided from black breast by a prominent white gorget. 

Female duller, with the underparts orange-brown instead of crimson- 
pink. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Peninsular India in the 
Western Ghats complex, south of the range of Ugerli (710), tc. south of e. 
20*N. — through M^ainshtra, Goa, Mysore, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala; from 
plains level to c. 1500 m. Sight records from Andhra — Amrabad Plateau 
c, 700 m, Nallamalai Hills (SA, JBNHS 37: 136) and Sankrametta 
c. 1200 m (V i^haldia patnam dist,. La Personne, ibid. 38: 28). Affects ever- 
green and moist-dedduous forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Essentially a forest bird with a preference for secondary 
moist-dedduous and mixed bamboo jungle. Arboreal, sluggish, and some- 
what crepuscular, often himting till well after sunset. Usually keeps singly 
or in vddely separated pairs perched bolt upright and inert on low branches 
and tree-stumps for long periods, salljing out occasionally after winged 
insects. Seemingly possesses an uncanny knack of always keeping the dull 
coloured back turned to the observer. The broad tnmeated tail, as broad 
as the body, then looks like a strip of bark or a dry leaf, camou^ging the 
bird in an astonishing way. The peculiar mewing calls are usually die first 
indication of its presence in any patch of jungle. Has a curious habit, when' 
alarmed or appnriieimve and preparing to fly offi of bending forward and 
expanding and flicking up the tail every little while to the accompamment 
of a low mewing twitter. In the initial spurt of taldng wing, flutters or spins 
rapidly from ride to ride like a dove suddenly frightened, the pointed 
primaries and expanded tail screwing this s\*ay and that in die precipitate 
action. Jerky ‘saw-toothed * braking movements before ali^ting also recall 
a dove’s. Flits from one vantage point in the forest to another, the tail fre- 
quendy flicked open and shut as it goes, flashing the white lateral feathers. 
Captures flying insects on the wing, turning and twisting in the chase with 
die graceful a^ty of a Paradise Flycatcher. Will somedmes cling laterally 
to tree-trunks and branches to snatch an insect, or hover momentarily in 
fi^nt of a bunch of leaves to do so; occarionally also swoops to the ground 
in the quest. 

FOOD. Caterpillars, beedes, grasshoppers, cicadas and other insects; also 
leaves and berries. 

VOICE and calls. A throaty, rather abrupt musical mew-OT cae (of near 
oriole quality) usually in runs of 3 [cue-au<ue) — sometimes 4 and even 5 ' 
— either quickly repeated or unhurriedly and deliberately. A low roUing 
creak, Arr-r-r-r, when alarmed or apprehensive. 

BREEDING. Scoson^ chicfly February to May. Hest, an unllned natural 
boUow in or on top of a broken tree-stump in deep forest, usually under 6 m 
from the ground. A flimsy sdek-nest like a dove’s has been reported (JBNHS 
39: 24), Eggs, 2 to 4, pale ivory wWte, glossy, unmarked, rather spherical. 
Average size of 30 eggs 26*7 X 23*4 mm (Baker), EvidenUy both sexes 
partake in incubation; period unrecorded. 
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Museum Diacnocs. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. Differs from the 
nominate race of Ceylon (712) in the male having a much darker sooty Uack head 
anH breast v. leaden grey-black. No diffeeace in female. 

Young (immature) male has crimson of underparts replaced by pinldsh salmon 
or bufiy brown (as in female), ^-ariegated with red. Primaries, secondaries and tome 
of the lesser cm'crts arc evidently retained from juvenile plumage, as is also the talk 
Juvenile rcctrica narrower; central pair not squarely truncated but with normal 
rounded tips, and lacking the black ter min a l band. 


KEATOREMEnTS 

%Ving 

Bill 

(Sam slculi) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

16 cfc? 122-129 

20-23 

13-15 

I56-I80 mm 

10 9 9 122-131 

20-21 

13-15 

162-167 mm 
(SA, HW), 

Weight 2 3 5 62, 64; 2 9 9 60, 64 g (Rmsdi, SA) 




COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris dark btwn; orbital and sub-orbital skin bright 
cobalt blue. Bill blue, black on culmen and tips of both mandibles; mouth pink. 
Legs and feet pale blue; claw homy brown. 


712. HarpccUs fasdahis fasciabis (Pennant) 

Ttvgm fsseiatis Pennant, 1796, Indian ZooL: 4, pL 5 (Ceylon) 
HerpacUsfcsdctuspsrz^iS Dcraniyagala, 1954, Admin. Rep. of the I^, Nat, Museums 
Ceylon, for 1953. Pt. iv, Educ., Sek, and Art (E) : E9 (Thanni arripu, N.P., Geyloa) 
Baker, FBI No. 1584, Vok 4: 316 

LOCAL NAMES. Gvti hovUa, /tisoa etCs hmdXx, iZcCTca (Sinhala). 

Myna i, with longer tail; overall length c. 31 cm (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 711, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnoris. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Racc peculiar to Ccyloo. Resident. 
Moderately plentiful in forest areas throughout the Island to over 1800 m; 
more plentiful in the Wet zone rain-forests than elsewhere (PiuUips). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 711, Obscrvcd plunging in 
pool from overhanging branch to bathe (CBCN, July 1972: 37). 

BREEDiNO. SeasTn, March to June, chiefly 2Vla^ and April- Kest and 
tggs as in Malabar Trogon (711), the latter c\*cn more spherical, measuring 
c. 25 X 24 nun. 

Museum Diacnoss- Slightly smaller than ndderina (711) with a shorter tail 
actually and cemparadvriy. Head and breast of male paler, a leaden grey-black 
p. sooty black in the former. No significant colour dificreacc in females of the two. 


For dct:ul3 of plumage see Baker, loc, cit. 



VZASUKEitrSTZ 

"Ing 
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Tan 

o' 9 116-126 

(from skull) 
26-21 

13-15 

I39-I52 mm 

COLOURS Or BARE FARTS. 

As in 7II. 
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HaSPACXES ERyiHROGEPHALDS (Gotlld): ReDHFADED TkOGON 
Key to the Sebspedeo 

Page 

Smaller: wing 143-148 mm H.e. t ijVoixt pha l it T 66 

Larger: Wing I42-I68 mm H.t. hodgsom 64 

713, 714. HarpacUs ayihrocrphalus hodgsonii (Gould) 

Tngtm {HarpacUs) Hodgvrm Gould, 1838, Monogr. Trogomdae, List of pk No. 34 
(Nepal). Restricted by Biswas to Hitaura, Garhl Province, Nepal 

Harp<uUsoy1hTcccphshuhjlcnat}'Ji2CfT, 1941, Ibis: 495 
(Nyctmawhka, 8500 ft, Myitkyiaa dist.. Upper Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. 1586 (part), Vd. 4: 318 

LOCAL NAMES. Suda Kvchifichia 9 (B^^tgal); Hdaishd prySrS (Hindi); 

SeJaw (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Myna +, with longer tail; overall length c. 35 cm (13J in.). 
FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Head, ncck and brcast dccp crimson. Some- 
times with traces ofa white br^tband. 
Back and upperparts chi^y rusty 
brown. Wing-coverts and tcrtiarics 
finely vermiculated black and white. 
Long, broad, tnmeated square-ended 
tall black and white. Underparts 
blister and lighter crimson. 

Female. Head, neck and breast 
dull oraage-broHn; rert.as ia male 
including crimson undciparts. 

In both sexes the white in the outer 
tafl-fratheis and wHdsh vdng-patch are conspicuous, particularly in ili^L 
FTAms, DiSTRistmoN and habitat. Resident. The Himalayas from Kumaon 
through Nq>al, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal; terai, duais and up to r. 
2400 ft. Also die central Assam hill ranges (Khasi, Garo, etc.), Nagaland 
and Manipur. The form in the last two needs confirming. Affects dense tr o pi cal 
secondary evergreen and mixed bamboo jungle. 

ExtraUredtal, Extends into Upper Burma, northern Shan States and western 
Yunnan. 

CENERAL HABITS. Very rimilar to Malabar Tr ogon (711), q.v. Silcn^ 
slugi^sh, and rather crepuscular. Periling upright on snags and tree-stumps 
along shady jungle paths below Ae foliage canopy, occasionally making 
sorties after flying insects and making for a new perch after each capture. 
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65 



Right foot. X f. I 


Tmects and larvae; green grasshoppers, beeUes 
and stick insects (Phasmidae) commonly found among 
stomach contents. Also cats leaves and berries- 
voicE and calls. Usually vd^- silent An abrupt 
mc\wng cue as in 711, of rich oriole quality, uttered 
celibOTtcly and unhurriedly, usually 5 or 6 times, 
sometimes up to 10; the scries repeated every minute 
or so. A single croak as it flew out to capture an insect 
or seek another perch * (Betts). 

BREEDINC'. SfOTo/i, April to July, chiefly May and 
June. Aisrt, an unhned natural hollow in a rotten trec- 
. or a deserted woodpecker hole, r. 1-5 to 5 m up. 
in dense jungle. JS^gs, 3 or 4, spherical, buff-coloured, highly glossed. 
Average sire of80 eggs 28-6 X 24inin (Bafcer). Both se-Tca inoitte; period 
unrecorded. ^ 

Mus^t Diacno^ Differs from the nominate race (715) of East Pakistan and 
^wer Burma in being laigcr and deeper coloured, with a smaller Wiog/BOl index* 
•Brnsns). 

Young (immature). Jhx, wing^overts black, broadly edged wth buff; inner 
Secondaries black, barred on tbe outer webs and tipped with buff, .flrlbre, from throat 
to vent huff or bufly white. 

Nestling described hy Hume, 1881, SF 9: 246. 

MEAStntEStEJfTS 

Bill 

(from shiU) 

ie-22 
19-22 


Wing 


Tarsus 


Tafr 


<fd’ 

95 


142-164 

144-168 


176-207 mm 
180-201 mm 


18-20 

18-20 

(BB, SA, SDR, Stresemann, Mayri 

9 76 g (SA, SDR). 

— - — — Iris dull red to erimson; orbital sVln purplish blue 

Bni : upper mandible lavender- or pmplish blue, blacldsb on ridge of culmen and 
dp; lower mandible purplish at gapci rat black. Legs and feet brownish flesh or 
light purple 


Weight cj'tJ’ 85-110 g; 1 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. 
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715. HoTpiKks eiythtaphalus nylhrecephnkt (Gould) 

Gould, 1834, Proe. ZooL Soc. London, pt. 2:25 (Ramw, ^ 

Baker, FBI No. 1586 (part). Volt 4: 318 
T*late 57, fig. i 

LOCAL NAMES. Suda sohagin o’. Kuchkiihta 9 (Bengal). 

SUE. Myna +, with longer tail; overall length c. 35 cm (131 !„ 1 
HELD CHARACTERS. As of 713, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis 
' and HABITAT. Resident. East Pakistan (CJuttim- 

^ ^ fro™ foothilh toe 

IcOO m. Anects evergreen jungle, ^ 

E^ahmtal. Extends into Losver Burma south to Tenasserim and NIV 
Thailand. * 

^ c^RAL H^rrs, FOOD, VOICE and galis. As in 713. Call described u 
rather plaintive, of 6 to 10 notes on a monotone traw-^ty<Rv free ir 
e. 2 per second * (Smythies, JBNHS 44; 226). ^ “ 

BREEDRjo. Seasor., nest^ eggs and breeding biology as in 713. 

Museum Diagnosis. Slightly smaller and less richly coloured than 
a larger IVmg/Bill index 

UEAStmEUENTS 

IVing Bm Tan 

(from skull) 

7 cP9 143-148 21-22 177-201 nun 

(BB) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 713. 


716 . Ward’s Trogon* mjrdi (Kinncar) 

Pyntngvn umdi Kinnear, 1927, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl 47; 112 
(Seingkhu Valley, 8000 ft, Bunna) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 57, fig. 2 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccortfeo. 
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CORACIJFORMES 


SKE. Pigeon i, with longer tail; overall length e. 38 cm (15 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Apprcoably larger than Redheaded Trogon, 

Male above, dark vinous red (or roaroon-crimson) appearing almost 
black in shady forest, but crimson-pink graduated lateii tail-feathers 
conspicuous in flight. Central tail-feathers black, squarely truncated at tip. 
Below, throat and breast dark vinous red like head; rest of underparts rich 
crimson-pink. 

Female dark oUve-bro^Nm on head, back, throat and breast. Rest of 
imderparts orange primrose-yellow. Tail as in male but lateral feathers 
pale prirarose-^xllots' instead of pink. 

sTAitJs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident at fairly high elevations 
in the eastern Himalayas, befiveen c. 1500 and 3000 m, from the 
\Cshmi Hills westward through NEFA and Bhutan to at least c, 90®40'E. 
(Shamgong D 20 ng). Aficcts the lower storey and evergreen under- 
growth and bamboo in tall subtropical hill forest of Q^urcus, Castanopsis, 
etc. 

Extralimital: Upper Burma; North Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Tjpical of thc trogons, sec 711, Keeps singly or in 
separated pairs. Has thc same fussy fluttering flight when sall)’ing to capture 
a winged insect or shifting from one i>crch to another, 

FOOD, Insects — moths, stick insects (Phasmidac), grasshoppers, bugs, 
etc. — and berries. ‘ Large seeds, probably acorns * (Stanford), 

VOICE and calls. Little knoivn; nonn:dly very silent. One call of male 
described as 'a soft kew^keiv-ketv^firee at infer\'als ’ and another (alarm?) 
note as whtrr^ur (Sm^’thics). 

BREEDING. *No ncst rccordcd as yet, but speciinem collected in central 
Bhutan on 5 and 8 April had fully mature gonads, thc distended oviduct of 
one female indicating that she was la>'mg. 

Museum Diac.vosb. Supplementing the Field Characters (q.v.) the male has 
vd\’ct>' black lore, lat^l edge of forehead, and ring around eye. Upper wing- 
coverts and innermost secondaries black, vciy finely vermiculaled irith grey. A 
Urge concealed white patch at hose of secondaries. Outer i%i;bs of pnmanea2-6 
finely -edged willi white. In museum skins (in thc dosed w-ing) these edges mper- 
fidally look vcr\' like white shafts to the prinuuics. 

Female. Forehead, cspedally in front of cyxs, bright primrose-yellow,' tring- 
covCTts and innermost secondaries fin'dy vcrmiculated golden bremu. White edges 
of primaries 2 - 6, and patch at base of secondaries, as in male. 


SIEASUREMENTS 

IVlng 

6 tf(? 167-177 
5 9 9 . 169-175 


BOl 

(from skuU) 

17- 19 
(2 tmd.) 

18- 19 
(4 msd.) 


Tarsus 

Tail 

17-18 

218-233 mm 

(2 msd.) 

18 

2IO-22S ram 

(2 msd.) 

(Ma^T, SA, SDK) 


9 bso™, plRk for . I cm 
^ and fat o' 9 Pfr'lih “’‘’“I ’’ 


Order Coracxiformes 

For morphological dctailx sec Strcsemaim, E., 1927-34, Jeei: 62B-St Order* 
Coraciac, Halc^-oncs, Meropes, Upupae); Baker, 1927, FBI 4: I; Thomstm, A. L 
(cd.), 1964, A'ew Diet. Birds, London & New York (article * Coraaiforma 


Fainily Alcedinidae: Kingfishers 
For description see Van T>th^ J., and Berger, A J.. 1959: 470; Baker, 1W7, 
FBI 4: 245; Thomson, A. L.. 1954, article ' Kingfisher Are Diet. Birds, London 
& New York. 


Key to dhe Genera 

A Plumage black and white 

B Plumage not black and white * ^ 

1 Tail shorter than bVl “ 

Tail longer than bill 

a Toes three 

Too four 

b Bill coropressed, culmeet flattened and grooved on either nde. ..... 

.....FfUrgclrV 

Bill not compressed, culmen rounded and not groo\’ed. . . .Ueleycn 


PaS« 


O 

W 


Genus Cervle Boic 

Boic, 1828, Isis von Oken 21. coU 316. Tj-pe. by subsequent dcsigrution, 
CeryU rvdis (Gm.) « Akedo rvJis Linaaeia 

Bill long and compressed, thc culmen slightly curved, flattened or roun * 

with a groove on cither side. Wings rather pointed: first primary (as.) a .t € 

than second; cither 2nd or 3rd primary the longest. Tail longer n t 
Plumage of all the Indian representadves black and white. 


Key to the Speoes 

Back barred; wing over 160 mm .G. 

Back more streaied than bamrd; wing under 150 mm G. tv.-ir 


CS 

70 


Cervle lucubris (Temminck): Pied KiNcnsuER 

' Kef to the Sabspecletf 

Parker abo\'e. ^NTiite bars on feathers of upperparts narrower. . • » * • 
C. I gvttsScia 

Paler abo'c. White bars on feathers of upperparts vridcr * 

C. 1. tond'srati/u 


717. Ceryte hguhris eontirjntalis Hartcrt 

Cerylt /ayu5ri> rm/ifleairifr Hartcrt, 1900, Noadt ZooL 7; 534 (SikU-'n^ 
Baker. FBI No. 1532 (part), Vol 4: 248 
Plate 58. fig. 1 

local KAMEL AfdckM hesg (Hindi, Pun); JdJ iaisrs fChamb*), 
(Lepcha). 

SIZE. House Crow length e. 41 cm (16 ia.). 
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FIELD C3iARAcrrERS. A laigc, crested black-and-white kingfisher with 
cross-barred back. 

Male. Above j prominent erectile crest black, spotted and streaked with 
white; wings and tzi] blackish grey, boldly spotted and barred with white. 
A broad white half-collar on nape. BehWf white; a broad pectoral band 
of black spots mixed with rufous-brown; flanks, sides ofabdomcn and under 
tail-coverts barred with blackish. 

Female similar, but with under wing-coverts and axillaries pale rusty 
or dnnamon clearly nodccablc in flight. 

Young (immature) like female. 

STATUS, DETREBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. The Himala^-as from 
Kashmir through Himachal Pradesh, tJarhwal, Kumaon, Nepal and Sikkim 
to western Bhutan; from the tcrai locally to c. 2000 m; sometimes extending 
into the adjacent plains. Partial to well-wooded spots at the junction of 
rock)* torrential feeder streams with main rivers. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not abundant, and rather local and parochial; usually 
very w’ary and difficult to approach. Keeps m pairs, perched together 
or separately on rocks or snags at the edge or ami^t a torrent overlooking 
a swirling pool; only rarely at lakes (e.g. iri Kashmir Valle)*) and tarns. 
Haunts a favourite beat of river day after day. Perches upright and still; 
bobs or * pumps * head from time to time, raising the crest and ssvitching 
up the tail almost double over the back. Dives obliquely into the water 
from the fishing post to capture its prey near the surface; docs not normally 
hover and plunge vertically from the air in the spectacular manner of the 
smaller Pied Kingfisher (H9). Flight swift and stately, with deliberate 
wing-beats, usually low* over llie rushing w*ater; 

FOOD. Fish up to 15 or 18 cm long. Alleged to do much damage to trout 
in Kashmir streams and is greatly penecuted on that account. 

VOICE and calls. Normally ver)* silent. Occasionally utters a single 
sharp click. ‘ More rarely a loud hoarse grating sound repeated rapidly 
several times * (Osmaston). * A loud ping similar to one of the calls of the 
Rcdwatticd lapwing * (\VhistIer). 

BREEDING. Scoson, chicfly March and April. a horizontal tunnel 
dug into a vertical stream-bank sometimes over a metre and a half long, 
ending in a widened egg-chamber. Unlined but soon becoming strcwTi with 
smelly cast-up fish bones. EggSj 4 or 5, white, roundish; average size of 20 
cgff! 38'5 X 32’5 mm (Baker). Share of the sexes 222 excavating nest- 
tunnel and incubation, and incubation period, unknowm. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. Differs from the 
East Himala)’an gultirlata (718) in being paler. Back and upper v.'ing-covcrts less 
blackish, the white spots on the feathers of these areas being larger — more like bars, 
lc54 like spots. There is also a alight increase in the amount of white on the outer 
feathers of the crest, making it took less black. 


STEASUREKENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

10 o' o' 

177-186 

68-80 

I2-M 

103-114 mm 

10 9 9 

178-195 

69-75 

13-15 

98-112 mm 
(BB, SA, Fleming) 
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719. Ce^le Tudis leuc(mtela7iura Reicbenhach 

Ce^U Irjco^bmvra Rcichenbach, 1851, Handb. spec, Om,: 21, pL cdx b, £ 3488 
(Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1531, VoL 4: 246 
Plate 58, &g. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Kilkila (Hindi); Kin^ (Sind) ; Kirkiria (Kutch); ZnMn? 

kilidlijo (Gujarati); Kdrona (Bihar); Chitla kiUdla (Madh)*a Pradesh); Phatka 
riaehhrdnga, Kcrikata (Bengal) ; Hor kola tonch, Svfaid tanty Duddni (Kashmir) ; Kcllapu 
pilihudxrvc, Gemera pilikudiacd (Sinhala); Meenkotii (Tamil); Jnndgna (KachaNaga); 
Dao natu rubnemg (Cachari); /{garakpif (Manipuri). 

SIZE. M)'na +» length c. 31 cm (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A spcckled and barred black-and-white kingfisher 
tvith the typical stout dagger-shaped bill (black). Readily identified by 



Bin from above, and tail, x e. 4 
(After Hartert) 

its spectacular habit of ‘ standing on its tail * in mid-air, hovering over 
water. 

Male. AbovCt forehead, crown and nuchal crest black, finely streaked 
with white. SupcrciUum and collar on hindneck w'hitc. A broad black 
streak through eye to ear-coverts. Below^ white, witii a double black gorget 
across breast. 

Female more or less similar but with only a single gorget, broken in 
the middle. 



STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident and rather sedentary. 
Common. Practically tiiroughout.the Indian Umon (excepting Kerala — 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, * Iris almost black. Bill black with pale grey on almost 
the whole of basal hall. Legs and feet gre>*ish olive; claw*s dark homy with whitish 
tips; pads light brownish white * (Bis\^*as).- 


718. Ce^'le lugubris £uttulaUi Stejneger 

Ceijele guilulaia Stejneger, 1892, Proc, U.S. Nau Mus. 15: 294, in text (India. and 
China, here restricted to Ningpo, Quna). New name for Alcedo guttata Vigors, 1831, 
not Alcfdo guttata Boddaert, 1783 
Baker, FBI No. 1532 (part), Vol. 4: 248 
Cf. AH, Sdlim and Ripley, S. D., 1948, JBNHS 48; 15 

LOCAL NAME. Dco natu mebnang gadeba (Cachari), 

SIZE. House Crow* length c. 41 cm (16 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asof717,q.v. In flight along a forcst Stream in dcnsc 
shade looks remarkably large and unifonnly blue-grey above with pronunent 
white nuchal collar and sharply contrasting black ctowti. See Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. The Eastcm Himalayas from central 
Bhutan eastward through NEFA; Assam hills north and south of Brahma- 
putra river, Nagaland, Manipur and East Pakistan hills; foothills and up 
to c. 1800 m. Affects rapidly flowing rocky streams and torrents, and the 
larger rivers In the foothills. 

Extralimital. Eastward through China, north to the Tsin-ling Mts. and 
southern Chihili; south through Burma to Tenasserim; Thailand and 
North Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS, As in 717. 

BREEDING. Scoson^ ^st, cggs and breeding biology as in 717. 

Mxmiuu Diagnosis. Diffen from the West Himalayan continentalu in being 
darker, more slaty, with the white spots on the back and upper wing-coverts smaller 
and less like bars. Forehead and crest darker black wdth smaller white stippling 
and streaks. 


MEASURZMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 o' < 189 

(from skull) 

80 


114 mm . 

3 99 180-187 

72-75 

15-16 

103-110+ mm 

Weight 2 9 9 230, 280 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 717. 


(SA, SDR) 


CerVle rudis (Linnaeus): Lesser Pied Kingfisher 
Key to the Subspecies 

Upperparts paler ; ^vhite spotted with black C.r. leuamelemtra 

Upperparts darker ; black spotted with white, amd black spotting on 
flanks more extensive C. r. travajicoTeensu 
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sec 720), Nepal, Slkldm, Bhutan. Both Pakistans (including Baluchistan 
and N\VF. district). Ceylon. From sea level to c, 18(K) m in Kashmir and 
the Himalayas and peninsular hills. Affects every kind of stagnant fresh 
^vater — sluggish rivers, streams and ^canals, jhe^, irrigation reservoirs, 
rillagc tanks and flooded ditches — in open coimtr)*. Occasionally also 
tidal creeks and intertidal rock pools on the seashore. 

Extralimital. WcsD.vard through Afghanistan, eastward to Vietnam. 
Burma south to Tenasserim; Thailand. 

general HABITS. Usually keeps in pairs ; sometimes singly and periodically 
in family parties of 4 or 5. Commonly seen perched together or separately 
on a rock or stake near water, flicking up its tail and bobbing, or * pumping *, 
the head cv’cry* little while. Its most outstanding characteristic is the spec- 
tacular mode of hunting. FHes 8 or 10 metres up back and forth over a 
placid stream or other suitable water, bill pointing dosvnward and intently 
scanning the depths. The bird checks itself abruptly from time to time and 
remains poised in mid-air * standing on its tail ' bill pointing straight down- 
wards, facing the >vind with rapidly hovering wangs, to investigate a pro- 
mising patch or some movement below. WTicn a fish is sighted \rithin striking 
depth, the bird turns over and hurls itself headlong srith srings closed — 
a veritable bolt from the blue — momentarily s-anishing under the surface. 
It presently reappears with the quarry firmly gripped beUveen the mandi- 
bles, and makes for a nearby perch where tlic struggHng rictim is battered 
into submission and bolted down head foremost. Small prc)* is swallowed 
in the air. 

FOOD, hlainly fish; supplemented with tadpoles and aquatic insects. 

VOICE and calls. A sharp, lively chirruk ckimtk uttered chiefly on thd 
wing. 

BREEDING. Scosim, staggcTcd practically over the entire year (except 
perhaps the rairucst months) varying locaUy; chicfly February to April. 
Pfestf a horizontal tunnel c. 7 or 8 cm in diameter cxca\’atcd in vertical 
earth banks of streams and rivers, often 1*5 metres or more in length, 
ending in a widened egg-chamber. It is usually unlincd, but almost in- 
\*ariably littered with smelly cast-up fish bones. Eggf, normally 5' or 6, 
pure wlute, roundish o\’als srith a glossy* texture. Average size of 1 00 eggs 
29*9 X 21*4 mm (Baker); of 15 from Kashmir 39‘3 X 23*6 (BBO). Both 
sexis partake in cxcasating the nest, incubation (?) and feeding the young. 
Incubation period undetermined. In Kashmir the nest-tunnels arc used by 
the birds for roosting in winter (B. T. Phillips, JBNHS 46: 94), 

hfcszuM DiACNOsn. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\Vmg Em Tama Tafl 

(from skull) 

o'O' 133-142 66-^ 10-12 66-70 mm 

9 9 139-141 61-70 10-13 CS-75inm 

(SA, HW, GET) 

COLOURS OF RARE FARTS. Isis brown. Bill brownish black, paler at chin; mouth 
pink. Legs, feet and claws brownish b l ack. 

MISCELLANEOUS. Nonnal flying speed timed o%*cr a S-mile route 31 miles 
(49-f km) per hour (C. H. Donald, JBNHS 33; 2fW). 
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• 720. Whistler &Kinnear 

CrrTltnE&trnie-xwaw 1935, Jour. Bombay nat. Hat, Soe. 

37: 760 (Travaucore) 

Baier. FBI No. 1531 (part), Vot 4; 246 


POCAI. NAUE. Pulli poniTtSn (Malayalam). 
nzE. Myna +; length r.' 31 cm (12 in.). 

HELD CHA^CTERs. As oD719, q.v. Distinctly blacker and more con- 
lEastingly pied ’. See Museum Diagnosis. 

CTATUS, DETRiBnnoN and habitat. Resident. Extreme SW. Tamil Nadu 
(Nagmroa disL) and Kerala north to Kozhikode (c. 11°15'N.). Affects the 
coastal backsvaters and the larger placid streams in the low coimtry, and 
™ (Munnar). Quite common at Periyar Lake 

(JBNHS 68: 110). 


GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAZXS. As in 719. 

BREEDING. Seosoit, principally November to ApriL Breeding biology as in 
the Indian subspecies (719). 

WusEUM Diagnosis. Differs ffom laxoTruIaraa'a (719) in being much darker, ^ 
giving the general impression of being black above spotted with white rather 
white spotted with black. The extent of the white marking, moreover, is much 
smaller and the spots less pure white, tending to smoky grey. Black spotting on 
flanks generally more extensive. 


UEA5URCUENTS 

^Ving Bin 

(ffom skull) 

3 c?c? 133-139 68-69 

.19 140 70 

COLOURS OR BARE PARTS. As in 719. 


Tarsm Tail 


1 1 67-71 THfp 

— 71 nun 

(SA, H\V) 


Genus Algeoo Linnaeus 

.d/cfdo Unnacus, 1758, SysL Nat., cd. 10, 1: 115. Tj'pe, by subsequent designation, 
AUedoupidaUnmem, (Swaimon, 1821 (1820-21), ZooL 111. I:tcxt to pi. 26) 

Bni long and compressed; culmen very slightly curved, with the ridge rounded 
abov^ not flattened, and vrith a slight groove on either ride. Wing long and pointed: 
first primary (as.) long, 3rd or 4th longest Tail rounded; shorter than Feet 
very wcalc. Plumage never pied black and white; alwn)3 A%*ilh much green or blue 
on upperparts. 

Key to the Species 


Page 

A Size large; wing over 80 mm A. hmvUs 74 

B Size small; wng under 80 mm 1 

1 Ear-coverts blue in adults..'. ^.A. 78 

Ear-coverts ferruginous in adults. A, ettkis 74 
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721 . Blyth’s Kingfisher. Alado hmilts laubnuna 

IM5,Jour. Aiizu Soc. Bengal 14 (1): 190 (Daqedie., 

AI«io hrrcuUs Uubmann 1917, Verb Om. Ge^ Bai-em 13: 105. New name fe 
Alado £randit Bljth, preoccupied 
Baker. FBI No. 1542, Vol. 4: 258 
■Piate S8, fig. 7 

LOCAL KAs^ Dao Tiatu dtico (Cachari). 

SEE. Myna length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

lite Common or SmaU Blue Kr-. 
fisher (722 724) qq.v., but appreciably larger. Sc-xes alike. ^ 

CTATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABEAT. Resident. Rare. Sikh'ra Bhrt.. 
Md through NEFA. Assam (Cachar, Sylhet), Nagaland, Manipa- 
Pakistan., Duare and foothills up to c. 1200 m. .Effects shady stnL^ 
in dense evergreen jungle. ’ 

(Chin Hills, Prome-Arafcan hiUs). North W'tnaa; 


H^ns. rtpparenuy not \-ery different from its smaUcr conrentr 
on the nhole, but httlc taosvn beyond that it is rare, keeps singly, and haica 
deeply shaded fast-flowmg forat streams. Perches low down in overhacriar 
bushes rather titan on conspicuous vantage points, and is shy and difficoli 
to observ’e. 


FOOD- Fish and aquatic insects. 

voice and calls. A loud but soft repHca-ofthc note of the Small B!u; 
Kingfisher (723) vide Baker. 

BR^DLve. Season^ Afarch to June, principally April and Afay. .Vnf, 
a horizontal tunnel dug into the steep bank of a forest stream or 
r. 8 cm in diameter and usually bctivcen 45 and 70 cm long, ending ia a 
widened egg-chamber. Most holes arc smelly with a considerable amount 
of insect and fish remains littered in the c^-chamber and along the tuned 
4 to 6, glossy, wliite, roundish ovals. Average size of 45 eggs 26*1 X 

21 *7 mm; boUi sexes incubate (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Ke^* to the Species; for details cf plumige Baker, loc dt. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from, feathers) 

C?9 -95-102 48-55 e. II 45-47 mn 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF RARE PARTS. Irfr blood rcd. Bill black, base of lower mandible io 
$ reddish; mouth blood red. Legs and feet coraI*rcd. 


Alcedo ATTHis (Linnacus).* Small Blue Kingfisher 


Key to the Snbspedes Pa;? 

. A Larger and paler in tone, with colour of upperparts more green, less 

blue A. a. pdlcsii 75 

B Smaller 1 


1 Darker in tone, with colour of upperparts more blue, less green 

A. tu tepn^oiS V 

Upperparts intermediate in tone but nearer to pdksii in colour. . .. 

A. a. hagelruU 75 
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722. Alcedo atthis pdlasu Reichenbach 

Alado Pallasii Reichenbach, 1851, Handb. spec. Om.; 3, pi. cccxdi, figs. 3043-6 
(Siberia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1535, VoL 4: 253 

LOCAL NAMES. ChhStd ktlkila, PHtd or Alkd mdehhralS (Hindi) ; Kola tonlAf KJthota 
torJ^ Ttmiu (Kashmiri); Ji'ctiait skid (Baluchi). 

SIZE. Sparrow V -f - ; length r, 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dappcT little bluc-and-grcen kingfisher avith 
brilliant blue back and rump (conspicuous in flight) and deep rust coloured 
underparts; short stumpy tail and long, straight, pointed black bill. Other 
points to confirm its identity are: lores and a band through eye blade; 
chin and throat w'hite; cheeks and car-coverts rusty-red ending in a white 
patch on side of neck; a broad greenish blue streak from lower mandible 
to side of neck. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Partly resident partly migratory, 
apparendy extralimital as well as locaL Status not satisfactorily worked ouL 
West Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, Ghitral, NW. Frontier districts, Punjab), 
Kashmir (rare straggler in I^adakh), Himachal Pradesh, northern Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan Qodhpur), northern Madhya Pradesh, northern Bihar. 
Breeding so far proved only in Kashmir w'hcrc it is exceedingly common. 
Normally firom plains level to c. 1850 m; once observed at 3100 m in Lahul, 
Himachal Pradesh ' (WTiistler, 1925, Ais: 193). Affects streams, canals, 
rush-fHngcd tributary* channel, ponds, roadside ditches, etc. 

ExiTolimiial. Western Siberia and Transcaspia to Iran, Afgha nis ta n and 
Turkestan. 

MIGRATION. No ringing data. In Trintcr very common in Sind (where 
the resident form is cWdently hengalennijf arriving c. mid October departing 
by end April (Ticchurst, 1923, 7&is:’32), Common in Baluchistan (plmns 
and valleys) November to May, and some reported to breed. Winter 
vTsitor to central Makran arTi^ing about August, then largely ^frequenting 
the coastal mangroves. 

CE1KERAL HABITS. Usually* met singly or in pairs perched on some favour- 
ite stake or bund on the edge of water. Very tame and confiding, partcmariy 
in Kashmir, freely perching on house-boats srithin axm s length of the 
inmate, or on an arching reed overhanging water, to tep a lookout for 
UttI6 fishes rising near the surface. While thus occupied, bill pomtmg 
dov™«-ards. jerkUy hoU its hwd up and down, it from ado to «de 

and flicHng up the stumpy taU to the accompamment of a 
Suddenly noseUives ssith a splash and thsappe^ under, 

™^w-ith a small fish held crosswise in the bill. Fhm offw.th the q^ 

firom the air. 
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FOOD. Small fish, tadpoles and aquatic insecu. Once observed carrying 
a frog abput 4 cm long into nest tunnel (Magratb).^ ,• i« i 

VOICE and calls. A shrill piping or trilling chicltet, chiche or chditcht 
as it dashes along above the water. . 

BREEDING. ScosoTi in Kashmir chiefly April and May; ona SeplOT 
on circumstantial evidence (Magratb, JBNHS 21: 661). a homonto 
txmnel c. 5 cm in diameter burrowed into the vertical^ j a ^ ^ 
stream or channel, from 25 to 100 cm long, terminating in a cnc 
chamber r, 13-16 cm across. An evil stench in>'ariably ® 
due to remains cf fish and other food littered about ^ r mn 
white, rather spherical ovals. Average size of 37 eggs 21* >< ^ . 

(Osmaston, Kashmir). Both sexes share m c.xca>'aling ihc not, lucu 
and feeding the young. Incubation period unrecorded; gt^’cn as 
days for the European race ispida (\Vithcrby). 

Museum Diao.vosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL, 
of plumages and structure (also biononucs) of the ^ed Europe^ 

Withoby, 1938, 2: 275-6. A. e. pallesii diffas from both and — 

in being larger, paler bn the underparts and less deep rivid blue an green 


Measurements 


d’d’ 

P9 


\Viag 

71- 75 

72- 77 


Bill 

(from skull) 
39-48 
45-46 


Tarsia 

Ml 

9-10 


Tan 

, 31-34 nun 
3+!.36 run 

(HIV, CBT) 


Wei^t 3 cf o’. I o? 26-29 g (Paludan). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis hazcl brown. Bill blarit cr b ^ lulc. Let 

base of lovs'cr mandible pale salmon reddish in female and immat 
and feet coral-red. 


723. Alado atthis henshdffds GmzUa 


Alcedo hergelm/is Gmclin, 1788, SysL Nat. I (I): 450 (Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1533, Vol. 4: 250 
Plate Plate 58* fig. 6 ^ 

LOCAL NAMES ChMta or Mtd mdeh-hrSU 


I* 


(Lepcha); Dao refu kashiie (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow -f-; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). - 

^ ■ field dlARACTTRL As Ol H 
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c, 1800 in. Also Andaman and I^cobar islands. Affects streams, canals, 
^dllagc ponds, flooded roadside ditches, etc, in open country; 
also intertidal rock pools on the seashore, and mangroves. 

E^Tolirmial. A Isirge part of SE. Asia including Burma, 

Thailand, the Indochinese coiintries, Malay Peninstila and 
islands, and the Philippines, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 722. 

BREEDING. Seoson, chicfiy March to June. Jfest, eggs, and 
breeding biology as in 722. Average size of 40 eggs 20*9 X 
17*6 mm (Baker). 

Meszuu DiACNOsa. S m aller (czeept the northernmost populations) and brighter 
coloured than pallani; like it usually more green less blue than teprohanA, Odd non- 
breeding examples of the last two, especially liom intermediate areas, nnposnble 
to place with certainty due to individual as well as seasonal variation in amount of 
blueness and greenness. Except in comparable scries, this character not sufficiently 
rdiable for subspedfic determination. Situation further obscured by possible inter- 
mingling of races under stress of factors such as drought, cauring local migration 
in search of flsh food. 

KEASUEEHENTS 

\Ving Bin 

e (from tkuU) 

(J'd' 68-76 42-^ 

9 9 69-74 45-45 

Wright 2 9 9 25, 25 g (tKcssclhotst). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 722. * 


724. Alcedo attkis taprobana Kl ein^ rbmidf 

Aleedo itpida var. tapnbana Klrinschmidt, 1894, Om. Monabb. 2: 126 (Ceylon) 
Baker. FBI No. 1554, VoL 4: 252 

LOCAL KAUES. Mdl pULhadinrS (Sinhala); Meaikotti (Tamil); /fUS hvehegidu 
(Telugu); Podi ponman (Malayalam). 

SEE. Sparrow -J- ; length c, 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD. CHARACTERS. As of 722, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; common. ^Peninsular 
India south of the arbitrarily fixed botmdary at 20®N. lat. (around which 
it intcrgradcs with bengalensis)^ and Ceylon. Plains and hills to c. 1800 m. 
Affects streams, irrigation channels, ;ponds, roadside ditches, etc. in open 
. country. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE. As in 722. 

BREEDING. SeoscTjf FcbruaT)' to September in S. India, chiefly hlarch- 
April; November to June in Ceylon, /fest and fggs as in 722. Five eggs in 
S. India and 3 to 5 in Ceylon form the normal clutch. Average size of 48 
eggs 20*4 X 17'2 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnosb. Compared with bengdends (723) this suhspedea has the 
‘ upperparu markedly blue ia colour p. green in the former. There is no consistent 
difference in size, and the variability in the amount of bluentss and greenness, xmlesa 


Taism 

Tail 

8-10 

30-37 mm 

9-10 

30-34 rnm 


(SA, BB, Kodz) 



Ri^tfbot, 

X e.\ 


in comparable series, makes some individual non-breeding examples difficult to 
determine subspcdfically. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bni 

Tarsus 

Tan 



(from skull) 



<?(? 

67-73 

41^5 

8-9 

29-32 mm 

9 9 

69-73 

43-45 

8-9 

30-33 mm 

Wdght 1 

?23g(SA). 



(SA, HIV. SDR) 

COLODR3 

OF BARE PARTS. 

As in 722. 




Alcedo iCENiNTiNO (Horsficld) 1 Blue-eared Kingfisher 
Key to tbe Sabspedes 

Bars of forehead and ctonsti alxva^T tipped greenish blue A. m. {oliarti 

Bars of forehead and crown deep purplish blue A. ru pkUlipn 

Bars of forehead and forccroxvn as well as nape greenish blue 
,i4. m. rjJigesUr 
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725. AUfdommtntingcollarti^s^CT 

Alcedo AsicUca Swainson, 1821, ZooL III. 1, pi. 50 (‘ Some part of India *=* Bengal) 
Not Alcedo asiatica Mcnschen, 1787, Mus, Ge\’crsianum: 54, no. 262 

Aleedo jneninting coltarti Baker, 1919, Bulk BriL Om. Q. 39: 39 (Saddya, Assam) 
Alcedo hahmanrJ Mathews, 1925, Bull. BriL Om. Q. 46; 21. New name for Alcedo 
asiatica Swainson, preoccupied 
" Baker, FBI No. 1540, VoL 4: 256 
!Plate 58, fig. 5 

LOCAL KAMES. Unrecorded; evidently not differentiated Irom 723 and 724. 

SIZE, Sparrow; length c. 16 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A forcst Tcprcscntativ’c of the Small Blue Kingfisher 
(723), very similar to it but slightly smaller and much darker coloured 
above — deep purplish blue — srith blue car-coverts instead of ferruginous. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, 
NEFA (?), Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, East PaHstan, West Bengal, 
Orissa. Also the humid Western Ghats strip in Goa, Mysore, Tamil Nadu 
(Nilgiri Hills) and Kerala, but the subspedfic identity of this population 
needs confirmation; may be closer to phlllipsi of Ceylon. In general less 
common than Small Blue Kingfisher; affects small hill-streams in evergreen 
or heavy bamboo forcst to c.-lOOO m, occasionally to c. 1500 m. Prefers 
densely shaded spots. 

Exiralimital. Burma, Thailand, and the Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS. Very like ^ose of the Small Blue Kingfisher (723) 
but almost exclusively confined to foresL Keeps singly, perched quietly 
on low herbage oxxrhanging a shaded rocky streamlet, bobbing its head 
and jerking up the tail from time to time. Drops v’crtically on its prey wth 
a splash, often going completely under. Presently reappears wji a small 
fish, and usually flics off wth it to a nearby perch. 
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CORACIIFORMES 


FOOD. Mainly fish and aquadc insects. 

VOICE and calls. like 723 but somewhat sharper. 

BREEDING. Seaita, in the northern parts of its range April to August, 
cluefly May and June; in Kerala c. January. A'o(, a horizontal tunnel, 
as in 723, drilled into the bank of a forest stream, up to 1 - 5 m in length 
ending in a widened egg-chamber c. 12 cm in diameter. Eggs, normally 
5 to 7, sometimes 8, glossy white rather spherical, similar to those of A. a. 
bmgalmsis. Average size of 50 eggs 20-3 X 17-6 mm (Baker). Breeding 
biology unrecorded. 

Museum Dagnosc. Distinguished from Aluda c. Imgsknsis (723) by its deeper 
blue upperparts, blue car.cos'era and lad: of white neck-patches. For details of 
plumage see Baker, loc. ciL, but as pointed out by Ticehurst (JBNHS 34: 472), 
anterior crown tinged with cerulean blue, not greenish. 

Young (immature) has the cheeks and ear-coverts rufous, sometimes with a 
blue line under them. Bill reddish, v.ith whitish tip. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\S^ing Bni Tarsus Tatil 

(ftom skull) 

jji 9 62-74 43-45 c. 9 28-30 mm 

Wdght 1 5 25, 1 9 28 g (SA). (Baker, SA) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris browu. Bill: upper mandible blackish or homy 
bro>%'n, lower browmsh orange; gape and mouth orange-cor&L Legs, feet and daw 

orangc-coraL 


726. Alcedo rneTnnting phlllipsi Baker 

Alcedo mronrinf phUUpsi Baker, 1927, BuIL BriL Om. Ca. 47: 72 
(Cocoawatte Estate, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1537,'VoL 4: 255 

LOCAL NAMES. Same as for 724; evidently not differendalcd from xL 

ffTTR- Sparrow'; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asof725, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident (?); N’cry scarce. Cc>4oa; 
possibly also the humid Western Ghats strip of the Indian peninsula (efi 
725). In Cc)'lon affects * a fexv secluded XN*atcrs in the Dry zone and oc- 
casionally ascends streams into the lower foothills to nearly 2000 ft * (r. 
600 m) — Phillips. 

GENERAL HASm, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As In 725. 

BREEDING. Not rccordcd in Ceylon. 

Mi3zxm Diagnosis. Disunguished from coltarix (725) bj* deeper royal blue 
u pper pa rts, wth the spots on the v-ing-coverts large and conspicuoxis. Ferruginma 
underparts abo darker. 

MZASUREMENn 

\Ving Bin Tan 

(from skull) 

2 d'6' 69, 71 44,52 29.30 mm 

(HW) 

* 4V5ng o' 9 S5-71 ; hiH (from feathers) 35-48 Trtm. la nearly all the wing is over 
67 tern and the bill over 40 * (Baker). 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As 20 725. 


726a. Alcedo Tneninting rufigasteT W aldcn 


Alcedo rvJigasteT Walden, 1873, Ann. & Mag. NaL HisL 12 (4) : 487 
(South Andaman Island) 

Bal:cr. FBI No. 1541, VoL 4: 257 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 725, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. South and Middle Anda- 
man Is. hlore abundant here tlian A. a. bengalensiSf keeping to small forcst 
streams and narrow mangrove-fringed tidal crccl'.s * occasionally venturing 
out to llie fishing stakes at their mouths * (W. Dav'ison). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 725. 

BREEDING. tSfOipn, all ncsts found by Osmaslon between June 25 and Juljr 
15, thus apparently a late breeder (JBNHS 17: 162); tuimcls in banks oi 
forcst streams as in 725. EggSj 5, also similar — glossy, white, broad ovals. 
Average size of 40 eggs 20*3 X 17*6 mm (Baker). 

Museum DtACNOscL Differs from the other races in bring distinctly paler. Blue 
of back and rump paler, wth lea of a purple tinL Bars on the head not only less 
deqa and less purple but wth a distinct greenish tinge (Baker, 1918, BBOC 39: 
39—40). According to l^tm the easiest race to distinguish, but later workers have 
fotmd it doubtfully separable from rritoli! 


MEASUREMENTS 

\Nrmg BiU Tafl 

(from skull) 

o ' 9 63-71 43-47 - 27-30 mm 

(HW, Baker) 

COLOURS OF BABE PARTS, As in 725. 


Genus Cevx I.acepWe 

Cerx Lac^pWe, 1799, TabL Ois.: 10. T>pe, by monotypy, Alcedo trUcc^U PaHas ~ 
AUedo eridicca linnacus (spcdcs added, Daudin, ir. Buffon, 1E02, HisL NaL (cd, 
Didot) 14: 287) 

Bill intermediate in form between Alcedo and Hdcyoci, less compressed than in the 
former, not grooved; culmcn strright and slightly fiauened. Foot with only 3 toes, 
the inner or second wanting. Tail very short and rounded. First primary (ax.) very 
long, reaching almost to tip of wing. 
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KINGFISHERS 

CJeyx ebithacus (Linnaeus): TiiREETOED Kin-ghsher 
K ey to the Sobspecieo 


Grown paltr and more lilac t. criShaas 

Crown darker and mote ferruginous C. e. rasmaaj 


C^x mOiocus criihacas Linnaeus 

diode eTitinai Linnaeus, 175B. S5SI. Nat, cd. 10, 1; 115 (Benghala) 

Baker. FBI No. 15«, Vok 4: 260 
'Plate S8, fig. 4 

lacKL NAsira. Afera pma&x (Malaj-alam); B&j ^ihiduw6 (Sinhala); Skxc 
CTarofl). 

SEE. Sparrow—; length r. 13 cm (5 in,). 

FCELH CHARACTERS. A <iiminutivc resplendent kingfisher wth dark 
purple-blue or lilac mantle, briUiant amethpt back and rump, orangc- 
underparts and bright coral-red biU and legs. A deep blue patch 
on either side of neck and a rufous patch on undenting conspicuous — the 
latter only in flight. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) much duller, with the undeiparts less )’cl]ow nnd 
often washed with brownish. 

STATOS, nisTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident, dispersing widely during 
the rainy season widi the zdvetit of suitable conditions. Thus, a regular.SW, 
monsoon (breeding) visitor to many areas, then also turning up sporadically 
in imcxpcctcd localities. Movements not worked out. Nepal eastward 
through N. Bengal, Sikkim/ Bhutan and NEFA; Assam, Na^land, Mani- 
pur, Miro Hills and East Pakistan — hhabar, duars and foothills. Also 
the humid Sahyadns or ^Vestem Ghats and their outliers from a little north 
of Bombay (Umit not established) southsvard through Goa, W. Mysore, 
'W. Tamil Nadu (Nil^ris etc.) and Kerala — foothills and up to c. 1000 m — 
and Ceylon. Affects shady jungle streamlets and trickles in foothills country, 
in moist-deciduous and cvcigrcen biotope, 

Sxtrclimital. Burma, hlalay Peninsula, Thailand, the Indocfiinese count- 
ries, SE. China; Hainan and Sumatra Is. 

c^szKfO. HABITS. Similar to those of the Small Blue (723). Keeps singly 
to secluded rocky nullahs or puddles in forest, perched quietly on some shaded 
rock or snag, darting off like a bullet on the dose approach of an observer, 
its briUiant plumage flashing momentarny in the dappled sunlight, as' the 
bird vanishes round die next bend. 

Often reported dashing into walls and glass windol^•s of buildings and 
getting killed. 

The Borahsy Natural Htttot5'Soaet>'**cotIecdono33tric3 a specimen (<?) nf 
can rufarpecics, Cgtx t. 8— 'ri*',' i . f' - S U .• , ,* V, A* Jr.'.i 

on 22.rii.1909, labellec ; ■ ?' - < f .»:■ }. •* * •• ... ,.;.i 

djc Malaysian mhre^ie-i I i J .«* * r», i. 

Smnba'wa and Hofts i *. • I ' ' .'I, i , * *V,. \V. •, i* V*. J*.*. /.‘‘s. 

Ste, VoL 44), H ..ir { :• s .r de eiikiui tersd seems a mptery. The pessibtliw 

should not be o\*crIooked that this is z rare poljfjpic mutant, a phenoqpe of reddish 115/1- 
djfJttX type appearing in void npicaj /rithsatf populadoa. (For pardcplag of the spedmea 
set AWiOali, 19«, JBNHS 61 ; 439.) 
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A Cicet of ^ous agonLdc beha«oor and territorial firfs&w betvw., 
^^o^^cs ( ) just amved in their monsoon breoimg quarts oh^-«; 
by as foHoro; Both birds pcrdied upright on a hotimntal branch^ 

directioas. Bud A 
outstretched in fiont, and S 
ti (hke ijK in gyunnasocs) ; B responded with similar gestuns but alwiw 
allOTatdy (the two never dipping together), the dtps slaw and driibnV 
ateut ont per second (or 2 in 3 secs.) and thus about !5 times. Sud^ 
s«thout svaming, A rushed at B seetrangly trying to grab his feet 

n r ^ round just in ume to seize the aggressor's bffl in his o« 

and hrid him thus, suspended and fluttering beneath his perch for nerin-i, 
a ha^.seMnd. On release, A settled on another perch one metrnSr 
sbghtly ab^ but stfl] pa^d with B and lacing in the opposite directiej 
as Dtnore. Fne alternate slow- motion ’ dtps w-cre resumed by both s-d 
continued for a couple of minutes. Then A made another sudden onslsuriu 
on B and w-as again thwarted and held momentarily rinneliti. 

K^cfly the same manoeuvres were repeated a third time, alter which ikt 
birds darted away down the nullah at some disturbance, but one bird ilia 
chasing the other. 

soon. Small fish, insects and crustaceans. Frequently files dou-n to the 
ground to pick up its prey, 

VOICE and CAiis, A squeaky chicha or ckichichrt very like that of tie 
Small Blue only shriller; uttered chieSy w’hfle darting off. 

BREEDHO. Seium, in the northern parts of its range chiefly April aad 
May; in SW. India the monsoon months July to September; in Ceylca 
February to April Md in July. Xal, a horizoalal funnel c. 4 cm in d;.n,...r 
and up to a metre in length, ending in a widened egg^Jiamber. Drilled into 
a vertical emthen bank of a forest nullah, hut frequently also away from 
water, e.g. in a roadside cutting. Bggr 4 or 5, rarely even 6 or 7; white, 
glossy, somewhat less rounded than of most kingfishcis. Average size of SD 
eggs 18-9 X 15-6 mm (Baker). Other details of breeding biology- un- 
recorded. 

Mcsgtisi Diagnosis. For details orplumagc see Baker, loc. ciCiforsutspedoKcy. 

MZASunnizrcis 

kV'ing Bill Taisus Ta 3 

(?!> 53-61 32-37 n 7-8 21-24 can 

(&om skull) (Baker. SDR, S.4) 

COLOURS or UAJUi PARTS. Iris; adiJt erimsaa^ immature trinm. Bin sad feat 
coral-red or bright vermnion. 


727a. Ckyr ml/taau rv/iitTrss Strickland 
(See Appendbc, p. 258) 

728. C^x erithaau macmena Oberholscr 
Ojx tridac^lvs naencam Oberholser, 1917, Bult. D.S. Nat. Mus., No. 99; 24 
(Great Nicobar Island, Nicobar Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 1545, Vob 4; 262 
roCAi. XAues. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e, 13 cm (5 in.). 
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nEUJ CHARACTERS. As of 727, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnoN and HABITAT. Andaman and Nicobar Is.; rate 
in the farmer. Subspectfic identity- of Andaman birds unclear; they may 
belong to the nominate Tndo-Burmese population (‘Breeding adsitor (?)’ 
Abdulafi, JBNHS 64: 174). 

CEA-ERAI- HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAULS. As in 727. 

BREEDixc. The only indication from the Andamans is the record of a 
bird observed excavating a ncst-tuuncl in dense forest bclosv Mt Harriet, 
on 27 May (Osmaston, JBNHS 17; 162). Nothing known from the Nicobars. 

MuSEUSt UtAOSOSa. Diffctsfroms7it4erBs(727)inhavingtheheadaraucbdcepcf 
rufous. According to the describer the black spot on the forehead is lacking or much 
reduced. 

JZEASUR£SfE..TS and COLOURS or BARE FARTS aj in 727. 


Genus Peearcopsis Gloger 

FWnrgopriiGIogcr, 1842 (lB41),'Hana u.Ha&b.Naturg.:33a Dtagnosls only, no type 
nor included species. Species added, Cabanis and Heine, 1860, Mus. Hein., Th- 2: 
156-7- Type, dfcrdfjjeriffiw Boddaert 

Xar.p'icUpcn Rachcnbach, 1851, Handb. spec. Om.: 16. Type, by subsequent 
designation, Alado ccpfnsis Linnaeus 

Ckmtaina large-sized kingfishers with a very large and posveriid bilk Culmcn 
flattened and perfectly straight, with a well-marked gnxwe on either tide. IVing 
rounded; first primary (as.) equal to tenth; 3rd or 4* longest or subequaL Tail 
much longer than bill; slightly rounded. 


Key to tke Species 


Page 


IVings and tail bro^^•n K 

^\Tngs and tail bluiror green 


B4 CORACIIFORMES 

surf and settling on the sand whUe it secures its prc>% alJov.iflg the 
to break over it * (J. G. Hopwood, JBNHS ; 1209). 

FOOD. Mainly fish and crnstaccans. ^ 

VOICE and calls. A harsh grating cryi fitfjutndy uttered. 

BR££DI^’G. Vcr>' little kno^^^^ withia our liiflits. Biktr r»r4Yifl4v 

in March and April — the usual kingfisher tunnels in steep ^ 
streams in Sylhet, c. 30 and 60 cm long and e. 10 cm in diameter, a . 
4(?), white, roundish, measuring about 34 N 28 mm. 

Mcseou Diaonoso. For dctuls of plumage 

Young (imsnaturc). Feathers of tides and back of neck, ^ 
narrowly edged with dusky brown, giving a fiady barred appearanro 

>a:AJURc»iE>m _ 

lYmg Bm Tama Tati 

(from feafoera) ^ ^ 

0-1 9 141-160 70-82 18-13 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Irts broivn; cjvSds brick red. B21 crimsoa 
crimson, dark blackuh brown at tip. Legs and feet scailcE 

Pelargopsis CAPE.N-SIS (Litmaeus): STORsmtuEU KixonatER 
Key to the Sobspedet 

A Crown ochraceous, not contrasting with nndtti erto- 
B Crown some shade of grey or brown, contrasting wi m yet ^ 

nuchal collar e ** 

1 Head much darker brown....* ^ ^ 

Head znurii pales* brown. 


729. Brownwinged Kingfisher. Pelcrgi^sa aiuam!pUra (Pearson) 

ffalryoe aieffltnylmii Pearson. 1841, Jour. ^t. Soc. Bengal 10 (2); 635 
(Calcuita, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1546, Vol. 4: 263 
'plate 58, fig. 9 


uu. SAME. CSriol (Bengali). , 

E Pigeon ±; ov-crall length, including the large bill, c. 36 cm (14 in.). 

u, cLa^. a latg^ “Ts°q 

iiU Head neck and underparts brownish ydlow; mantle and tmi 
and rump bn^pale blue, particularly conspicuous tn 

et^ut^'tSTioR and HABITAT. Resident; not uncommon locaBy 

rsel’rL ^ 

Tc^dm^SHS 71: sk 1^4). Affceta tidal rivers, croeks. and 

.he co^tal.speam. 

bSSishl^ters. * Has rite habit cfplunstng into the 


730. fVferg<yJsiffcp«rirm/'«u(Iannacus) 
j cefeaA Uanzeus, 1766, Sjsl Nat, 

Chandernagor./iStreaemann, 

1841. JiTOr.Atiat.Soc.Baigal 10 (2)-h 

(^C<^capof«, Deejal, India) 

Baker, FBI Ko* 1 548, Vot 4 : 265 

plate 58, fip- 12. ^ CCnSi 

CAz-HAama. Bidi KIHIa (Hindi, 

roinjBddLroteriM (Hindi, Oudb);l(Varai--*r:rf,d^ 

iJmlKHtitifym(Tasm5);ia«4fceras (?Ctiai!^«)- jg ^ (15 in.). 
■X. Tiscon±; overall length, >fid“ing 1 by its great 

imn miARACiERS. A freahw-aur bdd dark grrj-uh 

end enormous blood-red daKcr-shaped * j-cllmdsh 

m; rest of uppexpa^ brilliant >^'?-.:ror kderparts 

r on hindneck. ffefrtr, chm and throat wlJLsa. 
aceoiabuff(brow-^h)-el!ow2.^a “"-..„g broader on 

oung (immature). Finely barred as >n - > 

!t thM elsewhere, forming a broad peaonil ban 
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STATUS, DBTRiBUnoK and HABITAT. Resident; locally common. All India 
cast and south of a line from the Gulf of Cambay to Debra Dun, The 
lower Himalayas in the tcrai, bhabar and dun of Uttar Pradesh, Nepal 
and Sikldm, duars of Bengal and foothills of Bhutan; Assam, Nagaland, 
Manipur; East Pakistan; Ceylon. Lowland and foothills, occasionally 
following the streams up to r. 1200 m. Affects large, pladd, heavily 
shaded forest streams; also irrigation channels in well-wooded country, and 
Pjjrienw-lincd coastal baclavatcrs (c.g. in Kerala). 



^3ENERAl. HABITS. Keeps singly or in separated pairs, sitting hidden and 
motionless for long periods up in a leafy branch of a tree overhanging a 
forest stream, uttering its loud cackling call; occasionally darting down to 
seize some prey. Does not normally hover over ^sTitcr and plunge like Pied 
Kingfisher. Except when coursing do’ivn a nullah, much oftencr heard than 
seen. In Bengal and Assam frequently perches on telegraph wires overlooking 
iketls and ditches. 

FOOD. Fish, frogs, lizards, mice and young birds — sometimes marauded 
Out of tree-holes. Also crabs, ^s’atc^ beetles and other manageable animals. 

VOICE and calls. Very noisy. Has a loud raucous shrieking ‘ laugh * 
Ke-ke-ke-kt-hej etc. with explosive accent on the initial^/; this uttered with 
a bobbing up and down of the head and fliddng of the tail till it almost 
touches the back. Also a pleasant contented-sounding song or soliloquy 
peer, pen, pur frequently rep'eated, delivered from a shady perch. 

BREEDING. Seoson, overall January to August/September varying locally 
and also much staggered; chiefly April and hfay in the northern parts 
and Assam, Februaiy’-March in Kerala, January to May and again August- 
September in Ceylon. Xest, the usual unlined chamber at the end of a hori- 
zontal tunnel dr^ed into the steep earth bank of a stream; up to a metre 
or more in length and c, 10 cm in diameter. An unusual nest c. 5 m up in a 
rotten tree stem has been recorded. Eggs, 4 or 5, wlute, glossy*, rounded ovals 
as typical of the Idngfishers. Average size of 30 eggs 36*6 X 31*2 mm 
(Baker). Presumably both sexes share in excavating the tunnel, incubation, 
and feeding the young, but this not spedfically recorded. Period of incu- 
bation unknown. Curious behaviour has been observed in the breeding 
season of a pair charging full tilt repeatedly from a perch some distance 
opposite into a crack in'a brick wall wth the point of the biU, accompanied 
by the loud raucous calls. This 5 or 6 hours each day for several w’ecks, 
ultimately achieving a number of smxdl purposeless cavities c, 8 to 10 cm 
across and 10 to 12 cm deep!. (For particulan see K. K. Neelakantan, 
JBNHS 49: 553-^,) 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 730, q.v. Scc Key to the Subspedcs and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and iLAniTAT. Resident; fairly common. Nicobar 
Islands, but its occurrence on Car Nicobar or anywhere besides Little and 
Great Nicobar not yet authenticated. Affects sw'ampy mangrove 'forest, 
tidal creeks, and the seashore. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 730. 

BREEDINC. No data. 

Museum Diagnosis. DifTcn from ceperjis (730) in haxing the cro%sm odiraceous 
like the nuchal collar, presenting no contrast \rith it. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

0^9 ^ 150-153 74-80 r. 15 92-93 mm 

(Baker, Abdulali) 

COLOURS OF B.\RE PARTS. As in 730. 

Genus Halcyon Swainson 

Heleym. Swainson, 1821 (1820-21), Zool. 111. 1, text to pi. 27. Tjtw, by original 
designation. Alcti^ srrjgstensis Linnaeus 

Bill large, rather broad at base; culmen straight, rounded above without any 
distinct groove at the side. In one species {chlcrii) lower mandible much more 
curved upwards. Wing rounded: 3rd Drimar>- (as.) generally the longesL Tail moder- 
ate, longer than culmen, slightly rounded at end. 


Key to the Species 


A BiU bUck 


Page 

B BiU red 






Primaries white at base 



a Head and neck chestnut 

Crown black witii a while rnllir , . . . . 

. . l{. srrjmrvii 
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Hjilcyos C 0 R 0 ^^A^•DA (Latham): Rvddv 

Ku.'gfbher 


Key to tbe Subspecies 
Smaller: much pal— below . 

rs ^ j. 


Larjrcr; much darker below 

a; 

n ' 

3. 

/« 
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733. Hdm-. rrroniri: cermrde: (Latham) 

AI.-ri, Latha.tt, 1 790, Index 0.m. 1 : 252 (Coromaedd, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1555, \*ok 4: 273 
Plate 58, fig. II 

LOtlU. NAME. (Cachari). 

SIZE. M\Tia -L* Icngili c, 26 cm (101 in.). 

riE^ CKARACTCRS. A cinnamon-colotmrf ktnsfishcr ivith a white rump 
comptcuous in flight, a-nd bright red bill and feet. Adult. Abm, head, 
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Museum Diacnosis, For details of plumage sec Baker, loc, ciL 

MEASUREMENTS 

\Vmg Bill Tarsus ' Tall 

(from skull) 

efo’ M7-:163 84-93 17-20 94-110 mm 

9 9 I5S-I68 86-94 17-20 95-105 mm 

(SA, HW, BB. Kocli) 

Ce^’lon and S. Indian birds are smaller in keeping with the normal Bergmann 
trend. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris deep brown. Bill dark blood-red, dian^g to’ 
black at tip; darker at base and brightest on gon>-s. Legs and feet oanil-rcd; class'* 
dusk)'. 


731. Pelargopsis cepnsis' oj77inrf<7ri (Baker) 

Rcmpksl^m ceperAs exmastorn Baker, 1934, Nidif. Bds. Ind. Empire 3; 416, footnote 
(Andaman Islands) 

Pelc*gcpns cap>tnns shekerii Abdulali, 1964, Jour. Bombay naL HisL Soc. 61 : 415 
(China Tapoo, South Andaman) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Nouc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Pigeon ±;*overall Icngdi, including large bill, c. 38 cm (15 in.). 
FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 730, q.v. Sct Kcy to the Subspedcs, and 
Museum Diagnosis, 

STATUS, DtsTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident; fairly common. Andaman 
Islands. Affects mangrove-bordered tidal creeks. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 730. 

BREEDING. Presumably as in 730, but no spedfic data. 

Museum Diacnosb. Differs from ccpcTisxs (730) in being paler and smaller with 
a relatively larger blU. Oown much paler (even than in Burmese birds — bvrmadea), 
almost whity brown, contrasting less strongly with the ochraccous nuchal collar. 
Upper wing-co\*cris less blue. 

MEASUREMENTS 

c? 9 Wing 141-156; bill (from feathers) 78-85 mm (Baker, Abdulali). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As ID 730. 


732. Pehrgopsis capejisis inteTmedialixim^ 

Pelargopsu h:lnmeiialA\xmt, 1074, Stray Feathers 2: 166:SoulhcmNicobars;rc5tricted 
to Galatea Bay, Great Nicobai Island, by Obcrholscr, 1909, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 

35:666 

Baker, FBI No. 1547, VoL 4: 264 
LOCAL NAVIES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon i; overall length, induding large bill, c, 38 cm (15 in.). 
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neck, mande light xufous-chestnut or ciimamon, overlaid with a red-violet 
or opal bloom, hliddlc of lovvcr back, and rump, white tinged vvith pale 
blue or violet, Belcxv, rufous, varying in depth, paler on chin and throat. 
Bill and feet bright red. "Sexes alike. 

Young (immature), darker browner chestnut than in a'dult and 

lacking the violet bloom; rump and upper t^-coverts deeper blue. Below, 
chin albescent; rest of underparts darker rufous, the feathers from throat 
to abdomen edged with black. Bill largely black with an orange-red tip; 
feet dull dirty reddish. 

STATUS, DBTRJBUTTON and HABHAT. Resident; perhaps commoner than 
is apparent. The suVHimalayan tcrai and duars from Nepal through 
Sikldm and Bhutan; Assam norA and south of Brahmaputra river, Nagaland 
and Manipur; W. Bengal and East Pakistan (Sunderbans and hill tracts). 
Apparently subject to sporadic (or regular?) wide-ran^ng movements. A 
specimen has been obtained in Tamil Nadu (Chinglcput disL) in November, 
and the spedes is regularly taken at lights on certain mountain ridges and 
passes (c.g. Jatinga, N. Cachar) on dark monsoon nights suggesting d^^tc 
migration passage; but these movements as \'ct enigmatical. (For particulars 
sec Sdlim Ali, JBNHS 59: 129-30.) S imilar nocturnal falls also recorded 
in lighted bungalows, and regularly at lighthouses and lightships in the 
Straits of Malacca in the autumn months, October to December (Robinson 
& Chasen, 1927, 1 : 102). Affects mangrove swamps and the ndghbourhood 
of heavily wooded rivulets and pools in evergreen jungle, up to c, 1800 ro. 

Extrclumlcl. Extends south Arough Burma and Malay Peninsula to 
northern Johore; southeastern China, Thailand, the Indochinese countries, 
and NE. Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABITS. Shy and retiring. Keeps ringly or in pairs to dense 
secondary evergreen tangles and cane brakes, occasionally dashing past as 
a cinnamon flih through the jungle. Oftencr heard than seen, and its 
habits little known spedfically. 

FOOD. Fish, crabs, beetles, grasshoppers and other insects; doubtless also 
other animal items. 

VOICE and calls. Of the same pattern as the \Mutcbrcastcd Kingfisher's 
(735-8) but louder, more musical, and less tinny. 

BREEDiNC. Semm, mainly March-April. AVrl, the usual kingfisher tunnel 
bored horizontally info an ovcigrovvn rax-ine bank in cv'crgreen jimglc; 
c. 45 to 100 cm long and c, 5 cm in diameter, ending in a comparatively 
small egg-chamber. Sometimes also nests in holes in tree-trunks quite high 
up. Eggs, normally 5 occasionally 6, white gloss)', roimded cv'als. Average 
size of 30 eggs 27*3 x 23*2 mm. Both sexes incubate (Baker). Incubation 
period and other facets of breeding biolog)' unknown. 

Mustcm Duavocs, For fierier details of plumage see Baie> loc c:l 

MEASUREMENTS 

■\S'xng Bin Tanta Tail 

(from skull) 

0*9 106-121 60-63 16-19 60-71 trun 

(Baker, B3, SA) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. IHs dark brown. Bill red, darker at base, pmicr and 
paler at tip. Legs and feet pinkish red to ccral-red. 
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734. Halcyon cornnanda mizarhlna (Oberholser) 


EnlomUura carmanda mitorhina Obo-Iiolser, 1915, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mm. 48: 645 
(North Andaman Island) 

Baker, FBI No. 1556, Vol. 4: 274 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc Tccordcd. 

SIZE. Myna +; length c. 26 cm (lOi in ) 

^ CHARACTEI^. As of 733, q.v.'Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

In gloomy tidal forest ‘ the colour of the bird resembles that of the dry 
leM ol the mangrove Ithizophora muaonata ’ (Abdulal^ 

STATUS, DisTumunoN and habitat. Resident, Andaman Islands. Not 
uncommon on North Andaman, but scarce elsewhere. Also observed on 
Barren and Southern Jolly Bey islands (Hume, J874, SF 2; 169-70). Not 
recorded in the Nicobars. Affects dense mangrove swamps. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing specifically described* 
presumably as in 733. 

BREEDING. No data. 


Museum Ducnosis. Differs from the Indian connmnda (733) in being much 
darker rufous above, entirely overlaid by a brilliant purple-violet sheen. Below also 
much darker, with a variable amount of violet bloom on foreneck and breast. 

MEASUREMENTS 




Wing Bill 

(from feathers) 
112-122 57-60 


Tarsus 
c. 16-17 


Tail 

78-61 mm 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 733. 


(Baker) 


Halcyon smyrnensis (Linnaeus): Whitebreasted Kingfisher 


Key to the Sobspedes 


A Bright blue to blue-green above..,. 
B More purplish blue above 

1 Larger; underparts paler 

Smaller; underparts darker 

2 Larger; underparts deep chocolate. 

Smaller; imdcrparts paler 



Page 



. . .H. s. srrymensis 

89 

H- s. fusca 

90 

...H. s. saturatioT 

93 

. . .ff. s. perpulckra 
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735. Haltyon smyrnensis smyrnensis (Linnaeus) 

Aleedo sitymensis Linnaeus, 1758, Syst Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 116 (Africa and Asia « 
Smyrna, ex Albin) 

Baker, FBI No. 1550, Vol. 4: 268 

LOCAL NAMES. KilMlOi KowiUa (Hindi); A^eeJa machhralc (Himachal Pradesh); 
Dale! (Sind) ; Kdlkaliyo (Gujarati) ; Aspi chidok or Aspanaehidok (Baluchi <= *hc who 
chatten at horses*). 









FIELD characters. As of 736, q.v. See Kw* to iK. 
bubspccics and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATm, DisTmEtmoH and habitat. Reidcnt; comm,, 

ami tndcspread.IVest Pakistan (Baluchistan. Sind Punnbl 
and Nvy. India (^shmir, Rajasthan. K 
Kutch and Saurashtra) roughly west of a line from ft. 
Gulf of Cambay to Dehra Dun ; intcrgradcsmth /asm (736! 
around the eastern parts of its range. Habitat as in ft, 
Indian subspecies. 

Exlrclimital. Extends ti-esnrard through Iran and Imo 
to Asia Minor, south to Arabia. 

GENERAL habits, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 736. 
breedino. Season, in W. Pakistan, Kashmir and NIV 
Gujarat, overall March to July, varying uith local con! 
di tions. Hist and eggs (c/5 or G) as in the Indian race (736) 

. Average size of 30 eggs 29-4 X 26-2 mm (Baker). 
Museum Diaokosb. For dcscripdon of plumage src Baker, loe. at. DifTcn froa 
fiuea in having the scapulars, manUe and tail greener, not so blue ; rump imuBr 
paler blue; hrad and underparts often, but not always, paler. There b, hamya 
no constant difference in colour behvecn the Pro races, and the slightly hirer 
size of northwestern birds as bompared srith Ceylonese and southern pcin,.!, , 
examples is clinal and in keeping 'vith Bergmann’s Rule. 

MEASURERfENTS 

Wing - Bill Tatsuj Tad 

(from skull) 

0^9 118-128 60-67 16-19 


3iU from above, 
y.c.i 

(After Hartcrt) 


COLOURS ^OF BARE PARTS. As in 736. 


77-93 mm 
(Baker, SA) 


/ 736. Halryon smyrnensis fusca (Boddaert) 

Aleedo fusca Boddaert, 1783, Table PI. cnlum.: 54 (Malabar Coast ex Daubentoa, 
PI. cnlum. no. 894) 

Hal^n generosa Madarisz, 1904, Ann. Mus. Nat. Hungar. 2: 85 (Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1551^ Vol. 4; 269 
■Plate 58, fig. 13 

LOCAL NAMES. KUkila, KouTiUd (Hindi); 7”a/!li (Bihar); Sendahuk 
(Bengal); Ldli mdchh sorai (Assam); Kalkdllyo (Gujarat); Kh^ja (Marathi); 
Lokmukoy Buehegadu (Tclugu); Vichuli, MeenkotH (Tamil); Ponirsw' (MalapUra); 
PilihuduiDd (Sinhala). » 

SIZE. Myna -f; length c. 28 cm (r. 1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A brilliant turquotsc-bluc kingfisher with deep 
chocolate-brown head, neck and underparts. Chin, throat, and centre of 
breast glistening %vhitc forming a conspicuous ‘shirt-front *. A large white 
wng-patch, prominent in flight, -and long, heavy, pointed coral-rcd bill 
and red legs are further clues to its identity. Sexes alike. Upperparts highly 
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variable seasonally and in different lights as well as Individually, sometimes 
appearing quite green at other times bright blue. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; common; subject to local 
movements, some nocturnal and suggestive of regular migration. Frequently 
taken, at lights at certain periods during the monsoon in places where absent 
at other seasons (cf. Ruddy Kingfisher, 733). Perhaps our most ^viddy 
distributed kit^fishcr. All India* east and south of the range of 735, from the 
sub-Himalayan tracts (including those of Nepal and Sikkim) south through- 
out the Peninsula, and Ceylon. Intergrades with the eastern perpulckra (737) 
in eastern Madhya Pradesh and northern Andhra, but boundaries of the 
races equivocal. Penetrates considerable distances into the Himalayas 
locally up to c. 2300 m; also to about the same altitude in*'the peninsitiar 
and Ceylon hills. Less .dependent on water than other Idngfishcrs, and 
found in a very wide range of habitats, often very far a^vay from it in' dry 
deciduous forest. Affects wet paddyfields, flooded borrow-pits and roadside 
ditches, village tanks, kuteka wells, canals, streams, and the sandy seashore. 
Gardens in towns and fish-curing yards are favourite haunts. 

■ GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly or in separated pairs, perched upright 
on a fence-post, telegraph Tvire or branch surveying its surroundings for 
crasvling'prcy, often ^vell away from Tvater. While thus perched, swings the 
downhanging tail back and forth accompanied by a jerky bobbing or pump- 
ing up and down of the head from time to time. Normally stoops to the 
grouna like a shrike to seize its quarry in the bill, flying up >vith it to another 
perch nearby where, if too large or lively, it is purposeMy battered to pulp 
before being bolted down. Each bird usually has a staked-out feeding ter- 
ritory which is actively defended against interlopers. On approach of the 
breeding season the male sings obstreperously for considerable periods, 
chiefly in the early morm'ng, from a favourite exposed tree- top, usually 
within earshot of other males similarly performing. The singing bird «ts • 
bolt upright Mth the tail turned in under the perch, stiffly fliddng open his 
wings from time to time for a second or two, deliberately flaunting the 
-conspicuous white sving-patches; this even when no other bird is present 
nearby. Pair-formatidn behaviour and courtship display^ not properly 
studied, but the distinctive wing pattern evidently plays an important part 
in the proceedings. ‘When inviting copulation, the female uttered a 
■longed kit-kit-kii~kit etc. (Uke the agitated chattering of Redv^ted Bulbul) 
accompanied by a shivering of the partly open wings (as in food-begging) 
before the male perched a few centimetres away ' (SA). 

food, small animals; fish only a secondary item. I^cly — 

erasshoppers, crickets, mantiscs, scarab and other bcctlw mdudmg the 
Luatic DjBdcidae; ants and svinged termites emi^ng from Ac ' 

Ito been observed capturing locusts and dragonflies on the ' 

head TBNHS 20:957). Crabs — Og/’O* on the sandy seashore. Par^ 
aAum' in flooded paddyfields inland; scorpions and cenupedes, frogs 

.di.It white-eve and munias, and once' a dovray RedwatUrf l^pivmg 
re^ Predominandy a terrestrial, feeder but 
^n^y become a nuisance at fish hatcheries and ornamental goldfish 


VOICE and calls. Normal call ^vell described as * a loud defiant rattlmy 
[or cackling] laugh ’ (Nichols), uttered chiefly when taking Song, 
a long-drawn tremulous musical whistle A'i7i7i/i repealed again aM again 
from a tree-fop for long periods, each phrase ending in a detached ars 
undertone like the pench of a snipe, audible only at cl«c ^ . . 

BREEDING. Scoson, overall January to August, varying local!) , dw y 
April to July, somewhat earlier in Ceylon and S. India. a 
in the steep bank of a (usually) dry nullah or roadside ^ ^ 

of a dry ditch, kutcha well or borrow*pit; usually sloping sUgh y up^' t 
c. 7 cm in diameter and from c. 50 cm to a metre or more lo^. t cn 
tWdened egg-chamber, unlined but usually becoming uttered 
and foul-smelling cast-up remains of prey brought for me ^Tjung. i 
occupied tunnels recognizable by the double tracks of loose wr . . 
the birds' feet as they shuffle in and out. Pigging of tunne m 
bank initiated by both birds tilting with the bill into the wth m • 

one after the other in quick succession until a circular indcnta 
to afford foothold for the bird to cling, supported by open wir^ 
against the wall, and continue the digging (cf. Pelargopsis 
EggSy 4 to 7, normally 5 or 6, pure white spherical ovals, c. , 

Both sexes share in excavating the ncst-tunnci, jncubauon, an 
young. Incubation period undetermined. Indian /««* 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. . ^ 

differs from nominate srrpmtruis (735) in being ustielij more b ue raiersIlT 

upperparts, but this variable seasonally and individually; centre o 
a deeper blue; chocolate-brown parp slightly deeper in shade. 

measurements • q 

^ Wing BiU Tarsus 

(fromsimll) nS 3 nan 

cJ-9 I13-I24 56-63 15-16 ,ny, BB) 

Weight 3 d’o’ 78-83 g (GD, SDR); 1 o7 79 g (SA). 

COLOURS or BARi: PARTS. Adult. Iris broTvn. Bid btowimh orsRf' 

coral-rcd ; mouth orangc-brick colour or coral-rcd. Legs and feet . j j, , , 

coral-rcd (brighter on hind tarsia and solo); claws blackish brown. 

Bill dull yellow and blackish. 

737. pfal^n STTtjmensit perpulckra Madarksz 
HalijmperpiJkkra Tvladarisi. 1904, Ann. Mm. Nat Hungan2. 

Hehyen (EntomcHa) my rneTuis fokitnsis Z-iubmann & GOtXy • 

B 3 >'cm 1 7; 42 (Foochow, Fohklcn) 

Baker, FBI No. 1551 (part), Vol 4: 269 

LOCAL NAMES. Sondahuk michhrdrga (Bengal); fAti vAchS seAi (Asta.) 
natu gepha (Cachaii), 

SEE, . -f ; Icngtli e. 28 cm (r. 1 1 *”‘)* . c,,t«nrdcs 

field atARAOiT^. As of 736, q-v. See Key to the SubspeoeS 

Museum Diagnosis. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; common; subject to local 
movements. From eastern Madhya Pradesh and northern Andhra [where 
it int e rgr a des with fwca (736)], Orissa and eastern Bihar, eastward through 
W. Bengal, Bhutan foothills, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and East PaHstan. 

ExtreliTniial. Burma, Thmland, Malay Peninsula, Indochinese countries, 
S. and £. China; Hainan and Formosa. 

OENERAl. HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS, As in 736. 

BREEDIKO. Sioson, in Assam chiefly March to June. Nut and eggs as in 
7S6. 

Museum Diagnosis. Underparts slightly paler than in fraea but subspecies 
doubtfully distinct from it, and separable chiefly vdth * the eye of futh * I 

MEASUREMENTS, Within thc range of/tuca hut somewhat on the smaller side. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, As in 736. 


738. HaUyon my r ne nsis saluratwr Hume 

HafrTOrt xofurefier Hume, 1874, Stray Feathcrs2: 168, in text: 531 (Andaman Islands) 
Baker, FBI No. 1553, Vot 4: 270 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc Tccordcd. 

SIZE. Myna -f; length c, 28 cm (II in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 736, q.v. Scc Key to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

' In flight the white wing-patches more conspicuous than in Indian birds ' 
(Abdulali, JBNHS 61: 542). 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTTON and. HABITAT. Resident. Very common and 
abundant in thc Andaman Islands, cspcdally on South and. Kiddie 
Andamans. Not recorded in the Nicobars. Affects sea coast, mangrove • 
swamps, and forest clearings, frequently far into the interior. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 736. 

BREEDING. Seosoji, mainly April and May. and eggs (normally 3, 
someUmo 4) as in the Indian bird. Average size of 60 eggs 30*2 x 26‘4 mm 
(Baker). 

Musstni DiAONOsn. Chocolate-brown of head, neck and underparts distinctly 
darker than in 736. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bni Tafl 

(from skull) 

1 <J> 133 72 86 mm 

2 9 9 128, 129 64, 70 82. 83 mm 

(Grubh) / 

( 1^9 I23-J34; bill (from feathers) 54-63 mm (Bafccr).- 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 736. 
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739. Blackcapped Kingfisher. Halc^n pUeata (Boddaert) 

Afrrrfa/t/wlfl Boddaert, 1783, Table PI. cnlum.; 41 (China, rxDaubcnton, PI. cnlum., 

no. 673) 

Baker, FBI No. 1554. Vol. 4: 271 
Plate 58, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. Abldk /dftfi' (Mifslukars, Bihar); Kounlla (Hindi; generally for all 
Idngflshers), 

SIZE. Myna -V » length c. 30 cm (12 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd kingfisher wth bright coral-red 
bill and a large whitish -Nring-patch (as in Whitebreasted), conspicuous in 
flight. Readily identified also by its pale rusty underparts including under- 
side of svings. Upper plumage looks black until sunshine transforms it to 
brilliant purple-blue. 



Adult. Above, crown velvety black, separated from dark mantle by a 
prominent white collar on hindneck. Uppciparts deep cobalt blue. Below, 
pale rusty buff. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) has numerous black striations running from lower 
mandible to neck; feathers across breast edged -with black. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and locally migratory. 
Primarily a maritime kingfisher, not common but frequent on thc western 
seaboard from about Bombay southward, Ceylon (rare), and up thc eastern 
coast of the Peninsula through thc Godavari delta, Sunderbans and East 
Pakistan {Chittagong, common), and beyond. Also thc Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. Affects thc seashore and mangrove swamps, often ascend- 
ing thc creeks and estuaries for considerable distances above tidal limits. 
Sporadically penetrates much deeper inland along thc larger rivers and 
their feeders (up to c. 1000 m) ; as such, collected and/or observed in Gonda 
dist. (Uttar Pradesh), Monghyr, Madhubani, Tirhut (Bihar), Dumagudiem 
(Andhra), Bharatpur (Rajasthan), N. Lakhimpur (Assam), Naga Hills 
north of Manipur (SF 1 1 : 45), and elsewhere. 

ExtrixlimxtaL Extends through Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula and 
islands, thc Indochinese coimtries, China (north to Kansu, Shansi and 
Chihili), Korea. Hainan, PhiUppinc and Indonesian islands (Borneo, 
Sumatra, etc.). 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to thc Whitebreasted Kingfisher (736) but 
much less terrestrial in its hunting and less noisy, usually flying off silently. 
Keeps singly and has a number of alternative fixed hunting posts in a feed- 
ing territory, occup^ng them day after day. Seldom wanders lar from thc 
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scacoast though not an exdusivdy salt-\vatcr spedes like thc Bro\vnwingcd 
Siorkbill (729). Dives obUquely from a perch for fish or stoops to the ground 
Uke a shrike to take cra^vUng prc)'. 

FOOD. Chiefly fish, frogs and crabs, but also insects — crickets, grass- 
hoppers, beetles, etc, — and presumably lizards and other small aiumals, 

VOICE and calls. A cackHng laugh Uke thc Whitebreasted Kingfisher’s, 
but shriller and quite distinctive. Song xmdcscribcd. 

BREEDING. Very few nests taken >vithin Indian Hmits — in Lakhimpur 
dist. of Assam, Kerala (Nidif. 3: 423) and Mysore (Shamoon Abdulali, 
JBNHS 45: 607), thc last containing 2 hatchlings and 2 eggs on 5 May. 
}{esi, thc usual horizontal kingfisher tunnel, a metre or so deep, drilled into 
thc bank of a stream in wooded country, ExtraUmital season given as May 
to July, and normal dutch as 4 or 5 eggs — ^vhilc, spherical ovals. Average 
size ofi46 eggs 29-6 x 26-3 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage scc Baker, loc, dL 

MEASUREMENTS 

"Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(firom feathers) 

^9 127-133 57-65 c. 15 83-88 nun 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OT BARE PARTS. IHs dark brown. Bill deep coral-red. Legs and feet 
dark red. 


Halcyon chloris (Boddaert): Whitecollared Kingfisher 


Key to the Subspecies 


A Underparts pure white 

B Underparts sullied with buff 

1 Smaller: wing under 108 mm 

Larger: wing over 109 mm 

2 A \Try broad bufiy white superdUum to the nape 

Superdllum abcoit or obsolete 
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740. Hdeyon ehlesds ridc/i Sharpe 

HeUym ciioli Sharpe, 1892, Gat. Bds, Brit. Mus. 17: 217 (in key): 278 
(Ratna^ri and Kdri Creek, South Konkan, India) 

Baker, FBI No, 1558, Vol. 4: 276 
Plate 58, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAME. KSjH p w t' J rt (MalayaUm). 

SIZE, Myna length c. 24 cm (9^ in.). 

fieu) CHARACTERS. As foT 741, q.v. S« Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident; rare and little known. 
Authenticated only from a small area on the west coast in Ramapri dist. 
(hlaharashtra) c, 120 km south of Bombay whence the subspcdcs originally 
described. Reported occurrence in coastal Kerala quite probable but not 
yet confirmed by specimens. Frequents thick mangrove swamps fringing the 
estuaries of the tidal crcdcs. 


GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and GALLS. As in 741. Fccds at low tide on 
thc exposed mudflats, on crabs, mud-skippers {Periophthalmus) and orthop- 
terous insects. 

BREEDING. Not FCCOrdcd. 

Museum Diagnosis. DifTcrs from humi (741) in bring generally brighter and 
paler blue cm the winp and more consistently green on thc back; ear-coverts green 
with no trace of black; black nuchal band generally absent; white collar broader. 

MEASUREMENTS 


cr9 


IVing Bill 

(from feathers) 
110-116 42-49 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 741. 


Tarsus 
c. 16 


Tail 

70-73 mm 
(Baker) 


741 . Haleyon chloris hxanii Sharjjc 

Haleyon tmirdi Sharpe, 1892, Cat. Bds. Briu Mus. 17: 217 (in key): 281. pL 8 (Siam 
to the Malay Peninsula and Sumatra; type from Jaiam, Selangor, Malay Peninsula, 
Jide Oberholscr, 1919, Proc. U.S. NaL Mus. 55: 373) 

Baker, FBI No. 1557 (part). Vol. 4: 275 

LOCAL NAMES. None Tccordcd. 

SIZE. Myna length c. 24 cm (94 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd maritime kingfisher with a black 
biU. 

Adult, Above, crown and upperparts greenish blue; a prominent white 
nuchal collar running into thc pure white tmderparts. A black band 

(generally present) from eye to 
c>‘c cndrcling thc crowTi behind; 
a short while supcfdlium and a 
white patch imdcr the c^'c. Below, 
from throat to vent while. Sexes 
alike. 

Young (immature) has thc 
breast feathers edged with dusky 
producing a barred effect; wiutc 
collar and underparts sometimes 
tinged with fulvous, more prominently on flanks and vent. 

STATUS, DistRiBUCTON and HABITAT. Resident; common. The Sunderbans 
and coastal areas of West Bengal, Orissa and Bangladesh. Affects mangro\*e 
swamps; nl<n fAwr lands in thc neighbourhood of villages in 24-Parganas. 

BxtralmxiaU Ckjasts of Burma, Malay Peninsula, Tloman Archipelago; 
NE. Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABm. Generally similar to ^VTiitcbrcastcd Kingfisher (736); 
like it also often found far from water since not entirely dependent on aquatic 
food, A bold and noisy spedes frequently hangup round fishermen dra^ng 
their nets for thc fledng or rejected sprats. * The flight is curiously haitant 
and weak; they look more like a cuckoo-shrike than a kingfisher in flight ’ 

. g, K. Stanford). 
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handbook volume 

kingfishers 

lizards, centipedes. Once obseilved flyinfun t^.^ i ^ Injects; 

up m tree and ]seck!ng at it (feeding^WMe L °f W™tes 6 metres 

VOICE and CALis. ParticuHrlv ^o; '™ v momentarily (SA). 

ones of the timbre of the Blacic^BuIbul’r “"'“'“'“I 

krerk-herk-krerk, in the breeding season described as kmk- 

the birds of a pair chasing each other C-orr‘''“^ noisy during courtship, 
laughter,’. ^ tree to tree with ‘ loud raucom 

often a bVe one; sometimi^ta ^ of tree ants. 

IWO ha. hw uppnpam ’“'“P®™ 

‘'ZJZLZ’’”' ■" "■'* 

r. Tarsus ' Tail 

_ . (from fcathcn) 

e.lS ea-65mm 

Pinbish or yelloivish while. ^ ’ 


4 : 97-100 


742. //al^on ehlotis davisoni Sharpe 

mcj>on davisoni Sharpe 1^892, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 17: 217 (in key) : 282 
(Aberdeen, South Andaman) 

Baker, FBI No. 1560, Vol. 4: 278 
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna ±; length c. 24 cm (9J in.). 
field CHARACTERS. As for 741 n V sL -M! 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT ' Redd’^r™'" ^'^’^lOSlS. 

Coco islands. Recorded on Great and Little r ’ and 

Stewart Sound, Port Cormvars and W eih f^-. 

sea coast, mangrove siramns tidal ere k *” * 'j ^tmips. Affects the 

keeping ,'o garlens anredgm of formt ' """ ^“e 

GENERAL HABITS, VOICE and CALLS. As in 741 

crabs, fish, grasshoppers and other insects. 

Upturned roots of a fallen tree or a hnU mound or m the 

JBNHS 17: 163).£gpj 3 or 4 as in 74? A (Osmaston, 

mm (Baker). ^ Averages.ze of30 eggs 29-3 x 24-5 


CORACIIFORMES 

underpam 

praencaUy always present; white hind-colL tri'errite? • ^ 

"'“'8 Bill T- 

-' ■* Tarsiu t* •• 

(from feathers) 

o’ 9 96-108 : 3s^, ^ 

Trii f 63-72 mm 

Ml from skull 1 <? 52, i 9 50 mm (Grubh). Gmbb) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 741. ' 


743. Hati^vn Moris occipUalis (Blyth) 

(Nicobar Island.i 51 


(Nicobar Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 1559, Voi. 4; 277 
LOCAL NAMES. Noiie recorded. 


SIZE. Myna ±; length c. 24 cm (9i in ) 

RIELD CHARACTERS. As of 741 n v * C„\r 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT ' Re^id^?*^^"' 

Recorded on Car Nicobar, Camorth Nanco^'^TT"' 
the group. Affects mangrove swamps ’tidal crews’ ‘kmughovit 

oeneral habits, .00% VOICE an^liAL; "" 

Diffem from the other races 

above die black hand. ^ «> "^Pc, meeting 

MEASUREXfENTS 

Tarsus Tail 

14-15 65-72 mm 

fnatw) 

72-79 mm 
*— 71-74 mm 

(Grubh) 

Family Meropidae: Bee-eaters 

473; Baler, 1927 

pir A. L., 1964, Article ‘ Bee-eater Xew Did. Birds, Londoi 

& New York. 

' Key to the Genera ‘ 

Tj " 

Breast and throat feathers not elongated Mtrops 99 

Breast and throat feathers elongate, loose! and coloured difTcrently 
from the surrounding plumage IH 


o’? 

Wing 

I0S-I13 

Bill 

(from feathers) 
W-i8 

4 tJ’c? 

I04-II7 

(from skull) 
51-53 

4 9 9 

109-112 

50-53 

COLOURS O? 

BARE BARTS. 

As in 741. 
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BEE-EATERS 

Genus Merops Linitaeus - 
Mmp Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, I - I17 Tw, 1, 

opiasur Linnaeus (Mrrops, prebinomia, spedfic name Js^'n;^^’ 

Billlonv I A 1950, JBNHS 49: i5l-d4 ' 

-ay-, b.* 

as far as the last joint; 2nd and Srd united to the 3rd or middle toe 

'ong, pointed: Ist primary (ns ) minutZ 2nd n "’i*'" J”™' °"’7- Wmss 

he middle pair long Do^tL if ^ P.‘nnnrY longest. Tail of 12 feathers, 

P tong, pointed, and usually projecting beyond the rest 


Key to the Spedes 


b Middle pair of tail-feathers 

in shape to the lateral 

Middle pair of tail-fcathera 
and pointed ‘ 

1 Throat yellow. 

2 Throat green 

3 Throat chestnut 

a Tail and rump green, 
b Tail and rump blue. .. . 


usually not longer than, and nearly similar 

* * lesekenaulti 

much longer than the lateral, attenuated 

apiasitr 

* M. orimtalis 

• M. Jtf/)<T«VwXUf 

phUippinus 


Page 

93 

162 

105 

104 

106 


Merops 

Smaller. . . 
Larger. . . . 


LESCHENAULTI Vicilliot: Chestnutheaded Bee-eater 
Key to the Snbspedea 

* * ‘ * • ^f* /• Uschenaulti 

andamarunsis 


744; Merops lesohenaulti leschtnmUi Vieillot 
Merops Lesrhemsnlli VKillot, ISI7, Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat. 14: 17- 
(Ja^-apmvrr^ Co'lon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1528, Vol, 4; 240 
fiPIate 57, frg. 4 

ilocAL NAMES. LalsiT /d/nn^o (Hindi); Kururriim kuntHa fSinhala); Kanaion 
JdtTuvi, Panchahkam (Tamil); Vi!i taltd (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Bulbul ±; length c. 21 cm (81 in.). ' 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slim grass-grccn bird with slender, curving, pointed 
black bill; similar to Small Green Bcc-catcr (750) bul ^vi^h crown, hindneck 
and upper back bright dnnamon-chestnut; diin and throat yellow bordered 
by a rufous ^d black gorget. Central rcctriccs scarcely projecting beyond 
tail. Sc-xes alike. 

Young (immature) has the head green, concolorous with lower back; 
rufous of upper back much mixed udth green; rufous-and-black gorget ill- 
defined; bill smaller. 

STATiis, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Widely but lo^Uy <Us- 
tributed, emigrating from heavy rainfall areas during the monsoon xnonilis 
c. June to October. The submontane tracts of the Himalayas (terai, duar. 
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^abar, and dun) from about Dehra Dun cast^vard through Kumaon, 
epa , bi^m, W. Bengal and Bhutan. Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, £.111 
Onssa. Also the Western Ghats complex from about Goa souduv.ird 
(including western Mysore, western Tamil Nadu, and Kerala), and Ceylon; 
normally up to r. 1500 m. Less frequent, or locally absent, in l]\c central, 
eastern and southeastern parts of the Peninsula, but likely to turn up on 
passage in almost any forested area. Affects the neighbourhood of streams 
in mixed deciduous forest tounlry. 

Extralimital. Burma, Malay Peninsula, Yunnan, Thailand, the Indo- 
chinese countries, 

GENERAL HAun.,. Keeps in parties of 8 to 30 birds or so, perching on 
bare brandies near the top of forest trees or on telegraph wires wiicrc 
available, one bird or several together launching out in tlic air from time to 
time to hawk insects, circling back to the base. Flight fast — a few rapid 
wng-bcats followed by a graceful glide. In common with many other 
insectivorous birds, and other bec-calers, drinks and bathes on tlic wingt 
splashing on the surface while frying losv over water or dipping down to it 
irom an overhanging perch, thereafter settling nearby toshufrlc the fcallicrs 
and preen. Has communal roosts in lavourite trees in open forest where the 
birds converge at sundown. Much noise and Hjing around in a rabble takes 
place, and settling and resettling as individuals try to supplant otljers from 
coveted position in the huddle along a leafy branch. Obscrv'cd actually taking 
small fish by dropping /rom overhanging perch (P. L, Sarny, in epUt.). 

^ ^OOD. Winged insects — bees, dragonflies, ants, termites, etc. Occa- 
sionally butterflies snapped up in the air with a little click of the bill, die 
dfrearded wings floating to the ground as the bird flics on after the capture. 

VOICE and calls. Almost indistinguishable from those of the lar^ green 
bcc-catcrs (747, 748), qq.v. 

BREEDING. Seosoii, Overall February to June, most generally Match and 
April. Afrr/, a horizontal tunnel drilled into the shelving sandy bank of a 
stream or in sandy level ^ound at a gently dowTiward-sloping angle; up to 
t. 2 metres long ending in a widened cgg-charnbcr. Thoogii not colonial, 
c,g, like Sand Martins, often several nests scattered in a restricted area like 
rat-holes, a metre or two from one anodicr. Eggs, 5 or 6, pure white, roundish 
ovals. Average size of 200 eggs 21 - 7 X 19-0 mm (Baker). Both sc-xo slmrc 
in digging the tunnel, incubation, and feeding the )*oung. Incub.adon period 
undetermined. 

Muscmi DrAC.NosTS. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. rost-nupibf 
moult complete; apparently no spring moult. Freshly moulted birds have the back 
dark green (o, pale blue) and the eroun and nape rich chatnut-bro'^ti. Ahhouijh 
the central feathers hardly project bc)’ond the tail, they are quite dtficfcni in shape 
from (he lateral reetrices, approximating to the condition that obtains in juvemles 
of Blucuiled and Small Green Bce-caicrs (748, 750). 

UEASURESlCNrs 

Wing Uill Tanus Tail 

(from sk-ufl) 

15 cPd’ 105-1 H 35-40 r, 9-fO 76-04 mm 

19 p 9 J04-J09 35-40 r. 9-fO 77-84 mm 

(Un, mv’, SA, Keth 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 4 : 101-104 


Maricn {JBNHS 49 : 1 54) gives 
Wing 

BEE-EATERS 

Bill 

Tail 

' 


(from feathers) 


32 cj'c' 

104-113 

25-32 

78-85 mm 


(107-4) 

(23-6) 

(80-9) 

29 9 9 

100-112 

■ 26-30 

75-84 mm 


• (106-0) 

(28-0) 

(79-6) 


Weight 3 $ $ 24-33 g (Diessclhorst, SA). 

coLOUTts OF BARE PARTS. Iris crimsoEu Bill homy black; mouth greyish pink. 
Legs, feet-and eUw-s blackish brown. 


745. Merops Uschenaulti andamanaisis Marien 

MeTopshschenavlti cjtdamanensi^'isivinc.nf 1950, Jour. Bombay nat. IDst. Soc. 49: 155 
(Port Blair, Andaman Island) 

Baker, FBI No. 1528 (pari), Vol. 4: 240 
LoaKL NAiiES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul length c. 21 cm (8| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 744, q.v. Sec hluseum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, dSTRinunoN and habitat. Resident; common. Great and 
little Coco, and Andaman Islands. Not recorded in the Nicobars. Seldom 
met away from forest; occasionally in clearings. Frequents the neighbour- 
hood of streams and roads running through forest, and well-wooded gardens. 
GENERAL HABI-K, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. ^ in 744. 

BREEDING. Season, nest, eggs, etc. as in 744. dutches reportedly smaller, 
ofS to 5 eggs * (Osmaston). 

Museuu Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate subspecies (744) in being larger, 
with Lngcr wing, bill and tail. No difference in plumage. 

MEASUREMENTS 



^Ving 

BiU 

(from feathers) 

Tail 

14 o'!? 

107-115 

26-34 

81-94 mm 


(111-2) 

(31-0) 

(83-5) 

• 8 99 

107-112 

29-32 

85-97 mm 


(108-7) 

(30-4) 

(90-1) 

(Maricn) 

Recent specimens from Middle and South .:\ndanians giv'c 
Wing Tail 

■5 d’d' 

110-115 

(113) 

84-90 ram 
(86-25) 


2 99 

109-112 

(110-5) 

86-88 ram 
(87) 

(Abdulali) 


COLOURS OF 

BARE PARTS. 

As in 744. 
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I 746. European Bee-eater, o/f/jj/rr Linnaeus 

Mereps Apiasier Linnaeus, 1758, S>-st. Nat,, cd. 10, 1 : 1 17 (‘ Europa amtrali ; orieate *) 
Baker, FBI No. 1522, VoL 4; 233 
Plate 57,' fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Bcda hamdl (Hindi); '1 uteri hoc, Rodshuhru (Rashmiri). 

SIZE. Myrna -f ; length c. 27 cm (lOi in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A typical bec-catcT, multicoloured, wth long, 
slender, curving pointed black bill and projeedng pin-feathers in tail. 




(After Hartert) 

Adult. Abooe, mantle chestnut and yellow; tail blue-green, the narrow 
lips black. Below, cheeks and throat bright clear yellow separated from blue- 
green breast and abdomen by a narrow black gorget. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) has very little chestnut on head or neck; scapulars 
pale green- or blue-grey, the tips almost white; chestnut of wings replaced 
by chcstnut-grcy'; underparts paler and duller. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Breeding visitor to Kashmir, chiefly 
in the Vale, arriving in April or early May, departing in September. Brcc^ 
also in Baluchistan (Quetta area) to c, 1800 m, and in the Kurram Valley 
between c. 900 and 2100 m. Elsewhere in NW. India and FaHstan mainly 
a passage migrant, recorded in Gilg^t, C^hitral, Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal, 
Punjab, Sind, and eastern Rajasthan. Once in Tamil Nadu (SaJem dist.), 
specimens, February 1952 (Basu Roy, JBNHS 65 : 776), once in the Maidive 
Is. — a party of three birds staying on between January and March 2959 ; 
status unknown (W. W. A. Phillips, JBNHS 60 : 580), AiTccts open country, 
low foothills and cultivation, and environs of lakes. 

ExiTolimUaU Breeds from the Iberian Peninsula, S. France, N. Italy, 
Yugoslavia, Romania, S. Russia, the Aral Sea and W. Siberia, south to 
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(including islands in the Mediterranean Sea) Morocco, Tunisia, Palestine. 
Winters in Africa as far south as Gape Province; also in S. Arabia. Occurs 
o*' the eastern Atlantic Islands during migration; casual in C. and N. 
Europe (Peters). 


Merops apioster 



incRATioN. No ringing data. Recorded as passing through Kohat 
(SS^SI'N., 71®30'E.), northern West Pakistan, in April and early May* 
t^passing in August-September (Wlutchead, 1909, Ihisi 250). Arrives in 
Chitral end hlay, most birds passing on northward (Perreau, JBNHS 19: 
917); in coastal Makran early Apiil, in N, Baluclustan throughout April, 
rc-passing southward in August (Tic^urst, JBNHS 31: 878). 

cen-eral habits. In Kashmir (summer, breeding) keeps in pairs or 
small commuiutlcs. Perches on tcl^raph vsircs or bushes in exposed situa- 
hons, darting out now and again to seize a dragonfly or wasp often from as 
snuch as twenty metres away, swooping upwards at the end to snap up the 
9^^^rry with a little click of tlic mandibles, the bird circling round with the 
^Phirc back to its pcrcli. Here the victim is vigorously battered to pulp 
being swallowed or carried to the nest. Flight graceful, undulating, 
a fevs* rapid wing-beats alternated v-.ith fast glides — very swift when in 
punuiL ' 

, Dragonflies (Odonata), bees, hornets, and other Hymcnoptcra 

^eluding the fierce yellow wasp PolisUs hebreeus', occasionally butterflies 
(^pidopicra), all taken on the wing. Sometimes becomes a serious nuisance 
to bee-keepers by preying on their hive bees. 

VOICE and avia.s. A pleasant, rather liquid trill tre. Ire, etc., uttered on 
the Viiing and from a perch. 


BREEDiNC. Season, principally June and July. Nests singly or in com- 
munities of a few pairs, widely spaced. Htst, a horizontal tunnel c. 6-9 cm 
in diameter and up to 2 m deep, ending in a widened egg-chamber c. 23 cm 
across; usually littered with remains of beetles and winged insects. Excavated 
in steep banks or cliffs of soft alluvial clay at a slightly upward angle; the 
holes noted as usually lacing east. Eggs, 5 or 6 (c/7-9 reported), pure white 
spherical ovals, glossy. Average size of 23 Kashmir eggs 25*8 X 21*9 mm 
(Osmaston). Both sexes share in digging the nesl-tunnel and feeding the 
young; evidently' also in incubation. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Dlvcnoss. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. aL; for description 
of plumages and structure (also bionomics), Witherby, 1938, 2 : 263-5; for re m a r ks 
on moult, hlarien, JBNHS 49: 156. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bni Tarsus 

(from skull) 

I44-I56 37-44 12-14 

9 9 138-148 — — 

Weight 7 c? 9 45-56 (av. 49*7) E (Paludan). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris crimson or red. Bill homy black. Legs and feet 
brown. 


Tail 

central outer 
IOS-120 87-96 mm 

(\\lthcrby) 


747. Blaecheeked Bee-eater. Mmps suptrciliosus pnsiats Pallas 

Mmp] perAa Pallas. 1773, Reise Russ. Rdch 2: 708 (Shores of the Caspian Sea) 
Eater, FBI No. 1527, VoL 4: 239 
iPlate 57,, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Wddo trdilo (Sind); Bada petrir^a (Hindi); ffrrr r^gk (<= rain 
bird, Brabui); JCtm (Baluchi); BddS hdjarAd (Kutch); AfoS pctrdrg^ (Gujarati). 
SI 2 X. Bulbul length from tip ofbill to tip of tail-pms c. 31 cm (12 in.), 
field characters, a bright green bird with slender, slightly curved 
black bill and projecting pin-feathers in the tail. Readily distinguished from 
the commoner, more familiar Little Green Bec-eatcr (750) by larger size; 
a pale diestnut patch on throat; a broad black streak from base of bill 
bactvvard through eye to car-coverts; and a conspicuous w'hitc and bluc- 
green check-patch below it. Rump and tail green (r. blue in 748). Sexes alTte. 

More ‘ stately' ' flight and saib'ng, rufous underwing, and call, further 
distinguish it from Little Green in the air. 

STATUS, nsTRiBrnoN and habitat. Resident in small numbers locally 
in the more arid northwestern parts of the subcontinent, but numbers 
vastly augmented in summer by cxtralimiia! breeding visiton in W'est 
PaHstan (Baluchistan, Sind, northwestern Punjab) and N\V. India (western 
Rajasthan. Saurashtra, Delhi). In some areas (e.g. NW. Punjab, Delhi and 
Dchra Dun (?)} breeding range overlaps witli Bluctailcd Bce-eatcr (748). 
Affects the neighbourhood of jhecls and tanks and sandy seashores. ^ 

Exirel^Ual. Breeds clscv'hcre in Palestine, Iran, Transcaspia and 
W. Turkestan, south to Egyp^ Migrates over Arabia and the Nile 

Valley, wintering in tropical and southern Africa. 
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Merops svptrdthsus pertkut 



moRATroN. No ringing data. Observed as follows : 

GtigiL Passes through southward late in autumn — November (ScuUv. 
SF 10:101). ' 

SalucAisian^ Arrives early April from a western' direction, bulk follows 
later during the month or in early h^ay; many remain to breed in coasts} 
and central Makran and the Quetta area, others pass on eastward. Repasses 
through during the second half of August (Ticehurst, JBNHS 31: 8?a). 

Sind. Arrives middle to late April or early May, apparently from a 
western direction. Some remain to breed others pass on, the passage some- 
times continuing into early June. Return passage commences in late August 
or early September Vidth many young birds in evidence; continues through 
Octoberand early November (K. R. Bates, JBNHS 40: 756-9). 

Kutch. Outward passage in September; inward not observed (SA). 

Atrives on the coast in May '(Dharmakumarsinhji, JBNHS 

Maharashtra (Bombay area). Passes through in April-May; repasscs 
September-October, the flocks often mixed -vrilh the Bluctailed M. pkUip^ 
pinus (SA). 

Migrates during the night chiefly between the hours of dusk and dawn 
(‘dusk to midnight and e. 4*30 to 9*30 a.m/ — Bates) in loose sprawling 
flocks. Passage high overhead in the dark revealed by the trilling contact 
calls of the birds. Evidently feeds and rests during daytime. 

GENERAt. HABrrs. As in 746 (ci-v.) and other bee-eaters. Keeps in pairs 
or small flocks near water —7 dhands or jheels, irrigation reservoirs and canals, 
etc. Invariably perches on telegraph svires where available. Launches out 
in the air every now and again in pursuit of winged insects, circling back 
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gra^y to the base aiW eadi capture. Flight, aj in other bee«tm 
swift ~ a few rapid wing-beats followed by a gUde. “eciten, 

FOOD. Dragonflies, bea, wasps (see under 748). 
voira CAtis. Resembling those of the European Bee-eater (7451 
a muacd mterrogaUve UUw? (repeated); in the distance souatSg 
muA bbe the fdligrnc of Redvented Bulbul (SA). These ako^^ 
contact calls dunng migration flight, ^ 

, BEEEDINO. Stasm April to August, principally May and June, KtA, tit 
usu^ imderground « (1 to 2 metres long) brnreired in gendydit 
sand Milf or mounds — somchmes almost flat ground-in scmi-dSi 
tracri, or in a shelving sandy seashore above tide mark; colonially, often un 
to a hmdred pmre or more together, the holes scattered a metre or so atum 
Eggs, 4 or 5, white, roundish ovals. Average size of 1 00 eggs 26 ■ 2 X 20-9^ 
(Baker). Both sexes share in excavating nest-tunnel, incubation (?) and 
feeding the young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Mmeum Diaomoso. For detaib of plumage see Baker, loe. dt,; for mmmcnti m 
moult, Manco, JBNHS 49; fSO-l. ” 

Differs from Bluetafled Bee-cater (748) chiefly in its rump and tafl being (aw 
bronze-green leas blue, and cheeks more conspicuously white and blue-green. Oat. 
out patch on throat and brea5t much smaller and paler, 

UEA«un£MENTS 

Wing Bm , ■ Tarjui Tail 

(from feathcTj) central outer 

£?? 148-160 35-H 11_)2 ' 135-148 BS-SOiao 

- (Baker) 

6 o’ 9 ad. Winr 151-162 mm; weight 45-53 (av. 48«3) g (Paludan). 

cotouRS OP »ARB PARTS. Ills rcddish browo to deep crimson. Bill homy bUcb 
Legs and feet fleshy pluznbeoiu to dark brown. 


748. Blnetailecl Bee-eater. Merops phtUppinus philippinus linnaciB 

Msrops phiiippmus Lmnaeus, 1766, Syst. Nat., ed. 12, 1 : 183, errata at end of volume; 
name for Merops 5th sp. (Philippine Islands) 

Merops Javaniau Honfield, 1821, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 13 (l)i 171 (Javi) 
Baker, FBI No.'l52G, VoL 4: 237 
Plate 57, fig. 9 

ia>CAL NAiffiS. BddS pdiringa (Hindi); Doria (Mirshikars, Bihar); Jtta tia>i 
(Assamese); Kormi passeriki (Tdugu); VeliidltS (Malayalam); Shots (Nlcolarese); 
Kurumini hmdlS^ J/afthal hmtlla^ RmUIS, Amh^ (Siohala); Halidlm kunai, fib* 
ckSnkdm (Tamil). 

SIZE. Same as Bluecheeked Bec-catcr (747). 

FIELD characters. As of 747, q.v., but rump and tail bright 
clearly seen in good light, especially in the flying bird. Sexes alike. See 
Museum Diagnosis. 

Young (immature) paler and duller coloured than adult, especially oa 
throat and breast 

STATUS, DisnuBimoH and hasitat. Resident and locally tnigtawry, 
freqUendy moving with Bluecheckcd Bce-cattr, but position very unclear. 
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Breeds jfi W. Pakistan in NW. Punjab (where breeding in some areas over- 
laps with 747) and northern India through Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Bengal 
and Assam; patchily throughout the Peninsula south to Mysore. Also in 
Nepal (lowlands) and East Pakistan, Winters in the southern parts of its 
breeding rang;© southward to Ceylon,^ and in the Coco, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. Affects more wooded, less arid country than 747 and like 
it keeps to the neighbourhood of water — jheels, tanks, streams, coastal 
backwaters, etc. 



X e. 1 


Exiraiimital. Breeds elsewhere in Burma, Yunnan, Thailand, northern 
Malay Peiunsula and the Indochinese countries. 'Winlcr risitor to the 
Indonesian islands and the Philippines. 

OEKERAL HABITS. Vcty Similar to Bluccheeked Bee-^atcr (747). Lowe 
flocks sometimes fly around over forest clearings hawking insects Eke 
swallows, or perch on the tips of tali trees and bamboos at the edge of forest 
whence to launch their aerial forays. On the West Coast the birds often 
hunt far out over escuariCs and backwaters, considerable distances. from 


nd. 

FOOD. Winged insects, mainly dragonflies, wasps and bees. Of the latter 
lC following have been specifically identified in stomachs; Apis trdica and 
. JloreOy Rhjmchiam bengalense, Sphex lobataSy Vespa 0 T\a\ialis, Polistes hebmusy 
]c leaf-cutting bee Megachile carbonaria and the carpenter bee Xylocopa 
ssimiVts (Mason h Lefroy, 1912). On occasion aUo takes moths, beetles, 
rgs and bluebottle flics; Musca Pomihria (?). Predation on hive bees some- 

tnc5 makes it a serious nuisance to bee-keepers. 

VOICE and CAi.ns. Close to the litde Green Bee-eater s (750) but loodw 
ad lower in key and unmistakable witji it; more akin to the notes ol the 

''B'iSD*m'''s««onTMatch to June, principally April arid May. ^al, the 
(uaTto^ei in a ve;tical river bank or sandy cliff, usually up to 2 .nctr« 
,ng. Nests colonially, often a hundred paua or "S'*"' ^ J 

oirnaily 6, white, roundish ovals. Average size of 100 eggs 23 2 X 40 

Sm. DiAONOSm For details of plumage see BaUr. loe. eit.; for eomments on 

‘o-ffOT BeLl’tet (747) chiefly in its rump and tail being brisht 

blu^green cheek-patch much 

renspieuous; cbtomut patch on throat and breast much larger and darker. 
. Breeding reecrded for Ae flrs. time a. Knmana. Eas.em Prorinee, April 1%2 (C- ^ 

iorris,' JBNHS 60; 259). 
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Wing 
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Tanus 



(from fcatien) 



<?? 

121-135 

36-41 

12-13 




(from skull) . 

11-13 


5 

133-139 

45-48 


6 99 

126-131 

43-46 



COLOUR3. 

or BARE rARTZ, 

As in 747. 



Tea 

centiaj outtr 
126-H5 84-85 mm 
(Baker) 

130-141 — tsaa 

115-136 — 

(EB, SA, HW) 


* THerops. OMENTAiB Latbazo: SuMx Geesb Bee-eater 

fitey to the Sohvperie# 

1 Paler, Head and neck with merely a golden thcai. . . . Af* * hftudsdiicfn 

2 Darker ,, . 

a Head and neck only tinged with ®* 

b Upperparts of head and neck wholly ferrugiootu M. c. 

c Nape and hindncck with a more pronounced golden biontc ^ 
^ bto. ee;lonjaiS 


P»ge 

108 

107 

no 

111 


749. orientalis beludsckim Neumann 

Aferops ctridis heludsehUas Neumann, 1910, Om. Mowtsb- l8. 80 
(Sarbac> Peniaiv BaJucImWn) 

Baker, FBI No. 1525, Vol. 4: 236 

zx?CAX. NAWtf. Nindo trdklOy Audan (Sind). . . 

SIZE. Sparrow i; length bill-tip to tip of tail-pins t. 21 ^ J ‘ 
field CHARACTERS. As of 750, q.v. Sec Key to the Su pc 

Museum Diagnosis. , • <r-Ltonal 

STATUS, pisTRiBunoN and haeitat. Resident, subject t 
altitudinal local movements. West Pakistan in Baluchistan I 
Plain, Quetta Valley (occasional; recorded November an , western 
Punjab districts, and Sind. Possibly extends into 
Rajasthan. Some Kutch and northern Gujarat examples arc i . 
able from this pale race (possibly migrants ?). Affects open 

countr>' in the neighbourhood of cultivation, and grazing an 

Exiralimilal. Southeastern Iran. ^ . » a* mtx 1750)* 

oE^^ERAt. HAurrs, FOOD, VOICE ^ind CALLS. As w.y S'.jf and 

BRREDUiG. 3Vaxon, MareJx (o June, principally Apnl an 
feg^ (c/S or 6 ) as in 750 . i • of txmimubr 

Moscuu Diao.voso. Much paler than the nominate fu ,M)d nape 

India (750) ; paler blue on throat and with merely a golden sheen on n 
rather than rufous tint. ^ 

‘ SlEASURESODm 

Wirg BJH 

(frumikuU) ■ 

•^9 91-95 29-32 \I00-II4 (9) . 

CenmJ lAn-feUhn. exceed ouler by 5S-«3 mm to >«'». 3^’ ssoo m eoo 
(TlcdiurJt). 
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Wdght 3 19-20 e ; 3 V 9 18-27 g (Pa>nter). , 

coujOTS or BAM PARTS. Aj in 750. 


750. Mrrcps onentalis orienlalu I-atham 

Aftre/n critnlelis Ijtha m , Index Om., SuppL: xxxiii (In'dia = Fondichcry ride 
Stroemann, 1952, Ibis 94: 515) 

Baker, FBI No. 1523, Vol. 4: 234 
Plate 57, fig. 10 

LOCAI. NAWJ. Patringa, Himd (Hindi); Binepati (Bengal); Tai lingi, Veda 
reghs, PdICr, Pateri (Marathi); Pt'ano pStrdrgip (Gujarati); ChhSta hSjSadi (Kutch); 
CAuuifl /errmli (Tclugu) ; kVii tdttd (Malayalara). 

SIZE. Sparrow i;; length bill-tip to tip of tail-pins c. 21 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CH.ARACTERS. \ slendcF grass-grcen bird tinged with reddish 
brown on head and hindneck, with the central pair of tail-feathers project- 
ing as blunt pins beyond tail. Oun and throat verditer blue bordered below 
by a black gorget. Slender, long slighdy curs’ed black bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DtSTRiBLTiON and HABITAT. Resident, stith marked seasonal 
local movements — withdrawing from Wet areas during the monsoon and 
from nortltem areas in winter. Throughout the Indian subregion e.\cluding 
W. Pakistan {beludschicus), eastern .Assam {birmemm) and Ceylon {ceylonims). 
Also occurs in Nepal, Sikinm and Bhutan at the lower elevations. Plains and 
up to c. 1500 m in the Himalayas and peninsular hills (to c. 2000 m in the 
Nilgiris). Affects open country interspened with light forest and cultivation. 
Less tied up witlt the presence of water — ponds, jhecls, etc. — than Blue- 
checked and Bluetailcd Bee-eaters. On the seacoast shoss-s a marked pre- 
ference for the sandy zone immediately above high tide mark. 

ceheral habits. Keeps in loose parties and flocks of 15 to 20 or more, 
usually perched along telegraph wires, or on fence-posts and dead branches; 
frequently on the bare ground, sometimes on the backs of grazing cattle. 
Launches aerial sallies after winged insects, fljing with a few rapid flaps 
followed by graceful swallow-like glides on open motionless svings. Snaps up 
the quarry in mid-air with an agile upsvard ssvoop and circles back to the 
base where it is whacked against the percli before being swalloss’cd. Has 
communal roosts in leafy trees (c.g. neem — Melia) or bamboo clumps, 
where large numbers congregate at sunset. Much noise and bustle prevail 
before the birds finally rcure for the night. There is constant bickering and 
supplanting of occupants of coveted perches in the centre of the huddled 
rows, and every rtow and again for no apparent reason the entire concourse 
‘ explodes ’ to fly around in a confused rabble, accompanied by much 
exdted trilling, the birds gradually settling again. Is a late riser and fre- 
quently to be seen in the mornings dumped in little groups along the perch, 
^ faring the same svay, head tucked under the wing, fast asleep till well 
after sunrise. Is fonder of dust-bathing than its larger congenen (747-S), 
which bathe chiefly by dipping in svater on the sving. 

FOOD. Mainly Hymenoptera — ants, bees and wasps; also moths, butter- 
flies, smali beetles (e.g. Mylbcerus spp.), dragonflies, termites, and other 
winged insects. In bee-keeping dbtricts preys largdy on the tsvo common 
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hive bees Apis indies and A. Jims, thus sometimes becoming a serious 
nuisance. 

voice and calls. A pleasant jingling Uee-tree-Uee or kerpt-Uerp-leerp etc. 
punctuated from time to time by a tit-til-lit; uttered chiefly on the wing, 
but also while perched. 

ereedin'C. Season, overall February to June varjing locally. Je'est a tunnel 
c. 3—4 cm in diameter bored horizontally in an earth mound or sandy cut- 
ting, or in the sides of a borrow-pit and the like'; often driven obliquely in 
almost flat sandy ground, singly or in a scattered colony. Tunnels usually 
from half a metre to two metres long ending in a -widened egg-chamber; 
unlined but often littered srith chidnous insect remains. Eggs, 4 to 7, 
commonly 6, pure white roundish ovals. -A-verage size of 100 eggs 
19-3 X 17-3 mm (Baker). From the marked disparity in growth of young 
in the same brood, eggs possibly laid at longer intervals than 24 hours, 
incubation commencing fixim the first egg. Apparently both sexes incubate 
as they also tend the young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Muszmi DiAotiOsn. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. riu 

Post-juvenal moult complete. No spring moult, and post-nuptial moult complete. 
Wear turns many green feathers blue, especially the tertiaries. 


WEASORBStE.*nS 



Wing 

Bin 

Tarsus 

Taa 



(from skull) 


(central) 

o' o’ 

92-99 

28-33 

9-10 

112-141 mm 

9 9 

91-94 

30-33 

8-10 

(84) 107-126 mm 




(SA,HW) 



(from feathers) 


(outer) 

o’ o’ 

89-97 

20-25 

— 

68-74 mm 


(av. of 20, 

(av. of25. 


(av. of 19, 


93-6) 

23-2) 


71-2) 

9 9 

89-95 

19-26 

— 

65-74 mm 


(av. of 22, 

(av. of 27, 


(av. of 24, 


91-4) 

22-6) 


70-4) (Mariea) 


Weight I (f 18 g (Rensch) ; 1 o? IS g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BAM FARTS. Iris claret or crimson. BUI brownish black; mouth pink. 
Legs and feet yellowish brown; claws homy brown. ' 


751. Mesops orienledis bimanusHnusssnsm 

Mesops tnridis bimestos Neumann, 1910, Ora. Monatsb. 18: 80 
(Myingan [= Myingyan], Irawaddy River, Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. 1524, VoL 4: 236 

LOCAL hamb. Hindi senai (Assam). * 

SIZE. Sparrow ±; length bill-tip to tip of tail-pins c. 21 cm (8 in.). . 
FIELD caAKAtJTERs. As of 750, q.v. See Key to the Subspecits and 
Museum Diagnosis. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAErTAT. Eastern Assam east of Cachar; 
lowlands. 

Exiralimilal. Burma (including Shan States), Yunnan, Thailand, Indo- 
chinese countries (excluding North Vietnam) — Peters. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 750. 

EREEDINC. Season, chiefly April and May. Hest and eggs, as in 750 but 
' full clutch seems to be 5 more often than 6 ’ (Baker). 

Museum Diacnosil Differs from the nominate Indian subspcrics (750) in having 
the upper head, hindneck and upper back ferruginous ; the upper plumage b generally 
darker and the flanks more ferruginous. 

HZASUREUEHta 

Wing o’ 9 93-99 mm (Baker). 

COLOURS OF BAM PARTS as in 750. 


752. Mesops orienlalis cejilosdous Neumann 


Mesops osimtalis cejdmais IVhbtlcr, 1944, Spolia Zeylanica 23 : 223 
(Kalawewa, Cc)-lon) 

Baker FBI No. 1523 (part), Voh 4: 234 


LOCAL NAMES. Kvnsndm Idlsuni (Sinhala); Kaltalen kmirs, Panekankam (TamU). 

SIZE. Sparrow ±; length bill-tip to tip of tail-pins e. 21 cm (Bin.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 750, q.v. Scc' Key to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Conunon TesidenL IMdely distri- 
buted and abundant throughout the low-country Dry zone (under c. 300 m), 
espedally in the sandy tracts round the coast in the northwest and south- 
easL Affects the same biotope as in the Peninsula. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 750. 

BREEDING. Season, April to July, chiefly during June and July. HesI and 
eggs as in the Indian bird. 

Museum Diaonosis. Not very dbtinct from penhmdar birds (750) but io a 
comparable series shows a more pronounced golden sheen on nape and hindneck; 
throat and momtachial streak bluer; black gular band wider and heavier; bill stouter 
and Iisngcr. 

U£A5UK£l£EKn 

Wmg Bin . Tarsus 

(Gum skull) 

9 ri'd’ 92-95 34-36 9-10 

2 99 91 333 10 

Wright 1 (f 17 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BAM PARTS. As hs 750. 


Tail 
(central) 
114-138 mm 
103 mm 
(HW) 


Genus Nyctyorkis Jardinc &. Selby 
S^s-alruoa MS.. Jan^c t Sdb>'. 1830, HL Om. 2, Addenda, ugn. D2 
^ diagnosts, Merrfs crieta Temminck 

Feathers of throat and centre of breast greatly lengthened and brighdy coloured. 
BUI strong^ and deeper than in Mntpsi ridge of culraca flattened, viii a hoQovr 
on ether side; nostriU covered by plumes. Wings long: first primary (as.) about 
tH-o-thirds length of third svhich b the longest. Tail long, sh^tly graduat^, ^th the 
central feathers not attenuate^ or projecting. 


753. Blnebearded Bee-eater. Njeijemis athnlorS clkertoni 
(Jardinc & Selby) 

ciArrtam Jardinc fic Selby, 1830, IILOm.2,pL 58 and text (India »BangaIoTe) 
Bmfl mpalmsis Hodgson, 1838, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5: 361 (Nepal) 
HyctyOTTU oifirrlom bartklti Koelz, 1954, Contrib.- Inst. Regional Exploration, No. I* 
23 (Keitum, Lusbai Hills) 

Batcr. FBI No. 1529, VoL 4: 242 
Plate 57, fig. 5 

LOCAX. NAMES. chcra (Nepal); Sor.g rhjok (Lepcha); Deo hskuru (Cachari); 

KStbi rSildtld (Malayalom). 

SIZE. Pigeon i; slimmer. Length c. 36 cm (14 in.). 

riEiJ) CHARACTTERS. A large green bcc-catcr \kith long, slender, slightly 
curv'cd black bill. Above, grass-green "tvith pale greenish blue forchcad. 
Below, middle of throat and of the deep verditer upper breast light blue, 
the feathers lengthened and forming the ‘ beard * which is conspicuous in 
profile espedally when the bird is calling. Rest of imdcrparts reddish buff 
streaked with broad green shaft-stripes. Tail sqtiarc-cut %vith no projec^g 
pin-feathers; looks triangular in fhght like Large Green Barbet's. Sexes ali ke. 



STATUS, DisTRinimoN and HABITAT. Rcstdcnt; local and scattered. The 
I,owcr Himalayas (westernmost xccords, spedmens, from Ralcsar forest, 
SE. Punjab* and K.otgarh, H.P. 31*18 N., 7y*29 E.J H- ^V. Waite, 
JBNHS 39: 861). Normally in the tcrai, bhabar, duns and duars and up 
to c. 1700 m, from about Dchra Dun cast\%ard through U.P., Nepal, Sikldm, 
Bhutan; also Assam north and south of Brahmaputra river, Nagaland, 
■ Manipur, hCzo and East Pakistan. The ^Vcstcm Ghats complex (to c. 
1700 m in the Nilgiris) from Khandesh southward through Surat Dangs (?), 
hiaharashtra, ss’cstcm Mysore, sN'cstcm Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Andhra, 
Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Bihar and W. Bengal Affects secondary ever- 
green and roolst-dcdduous forest biotope, especially broken foothills country 
‘ with o’.'crgrovi’n ravines etc.; occasionally forest clearings vkith a few scattered 
trees. . 

Extrdimxtel. Burma, Thailand, and the Indochinese coimtncs. Also 
Hainan Island (subspcdcs ?)- 

GENERAL HABITS. Arbofcal. RathtT sluggish compared to the nnaller 
bee-caters. Usually keeps in pairs and is \*cry shy, rarely rctun^g to the 
placc whcncc disturbed. Laun^es aerial sallies after passing insects 
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from a look-out post in a leafy tree-top, sailing back to* its base after 
capture and battering the \’ictim against the per^ before swallowing it. 
Flight steeply imduladng, very like Large Green Barbet*s- — a few flaps 
followed by a do^vnsvard dip with wings closed. 

FOOD. Insects, chiefly bees, wasps, dragonflies and beetles. Has been 
occasionally obsen^cd at nectar-bearing flowers, e.g. Eiythrina and Salmalia 
(for nectar or insects ?;. 

VOICE and calls. Hoarse guttural croaks or chortles kor^T-rj etc. 

reminiscent of the notes that preface the kutroo calls of the Green 
Barbet (780-82), but deeper in tone. Not specially loud, but audible at a 
surprising distance. IVhen calling the * beard * stands away conspicuously 
from the throat and breast. 

BREEDiNO. Season^ overall February to August, varying locally; chiefly 
April and May. Akif, a horizontal tunnel r. 5 to 6 cm in diameter and 1 *5 
to 3 metres long bored into precipitous outscoured alluvial banks of forest 
ravines and streams, or in landslips and roadside cuttings in hilly country'; 
sometimes 6 to 8 metres up the face, at others fairly low dowm. Turmcl ends 
in a widened egg-chamber, unlined but usually littered with a quantity of 
chidnous insect remains which also get copiously scattered outside below 
the entrance-hole. Eggs^ 4 to 6, pure white, roundish and with a fair gloss 
— closely resembling Aose of Whitebreasted Kingfisher (736). Average 
size of 50 eggs 30 X 28 mm (Baker). 

Excavation often commences a month or more before actual laying of 
eggs. Both sexes take part, and later also in incubation (?) and feeding the 
young. Incubation period undetermihed. 

Snakes frequently take refuge in the nests, therefore caution is recom- 
mended when inserting the hand to examine the contents — experto aedel 

Museum Diagnosis. For detaib of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Young (immature) exactly like adult in plumage only somewhat smaller in size 
and with usually a shorter bill. 

Has a single complete moult (post-nuptial) bch^^ecn hfay and October. Post- 
juvenal moult occurs about the same time (Marien, JBNHS 49: 164). 

MEASURE51ENTS 



IVing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

efer 

133-143 

50-56 

18-19 

127-137 mm 

9 9 

132-140 

47-57 

18^19 

127^137 mm 
(SA, HW, BB) 


Weight 2 (Jicf 85, 93 g; I 9 84 g (SA, Payntcr). 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris bright golden orange. Bill homy brown, grey at 
chin and on basal half of lower mandible; mouth greyish pink. Legs and feet pale 
yellowish sage-green ; claws homy brown. 


* Family Coraciidae: Rollers or Blue Jays 

For description sec Van Tyne, J., and B_crg^A.J., 1959: 474; Baker, E. C.S., 
1927, FBI 4: 221 ; Thomson, K. L., 1964, Article * Roller *, New Diet. Birds^ London 
& New York. 
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Key to the Genera 

Page 

BUI compressed; breadth at gape about half the length of culmen 

114 

BUI short, broad and swollen at b.asc; breadth at gape about equal to 
culmen Eurysionus 120 

Genus Coracias Linnaeus 

Commu Linnaeus, 1758, Sy-st. Nat., cd. 10, I: 107. Type, by subsequent designation, 
Coracias gartulus Linnaeus 

BUI rather long, compressed, .and with tlic culmen slightly* curved ; nostrils elongate 
and exposed; gape %vith strong rictal bristles. 

The genus extends throughout Eiuope and a great pan c^/\sia and Africa. 


* Key to the Species 

Lower plumage pale blue throughout C. garrJus 114 

Breast rufous, abdomen and lower tall-covcrts blue. . . .C. bcnghalensis lib 


754. Kashmir Roller. Coracias garrulus semenowi I^oudon & Tscliudi 

Coracias garrulus semcnowi Loudon & Tschudi, 1902, Om, Jahrb. 13: 148 
(Transcaspia)- 

Baker, FBI No. 1516, Vol. 4: 222 
Plate 57, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. At/o krosh (Kashmir); Sdbzkardsk (Brahui); Kashmiri nilkdnt 
(Gujarat). 

SIZE. Pigeon; lengtli c. 31 cm (12 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A brightly coIouFcd bird, chiefly blue and brownish 
rufous, with biggish head and stout bill. Easily distinguished on tlic wing 
from the commoner * Blue Jay ’ by its blue-black fligijt featJiers 
(y. banded dark-and-light blue) and by its uniformly liglit blue 
breast and underparts (r. blue restricted to abdomen and vent). 
Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) like adult but paler and duller. Wing- 
quills lipped browner; the blue of tkc coverts dull and pale, 
above STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and iLvuiTAT. Brccds in Baluchistan • 
X z i districts of W. Pakistan, Gilgit, and Kashmir between 

(After and 2200 m altitude (straggler rccordrcl at c. 3200 m). 

Hartcrt) Migrates to Arabia and presumably’ /Vfrica in autumn, commonly 
passing through Sind, Rajasthan and northern Gujarat (Kutch, Sauraslitra). 
Occasionally straggling then as far cast as Sconi dist. in Madhy’a Pradesh 
(Lakhnad on 79®30'E. — SA) alid soulli tJ.rough Maharashtra (DhuHa, 
Khandala, Bombay) to Mysore (Karwar, J4‘’50'N.). In its Indian breeding 
ran^ affects lightly wooded parkland and cuhivateJ areas such as arc 
characteristic of tlia Vale of Kashmir, 

Extraiimilal. . Breeds also in Transcaspia, Turkestan, and the western 
Tien Shan south to Iran (thence w’cstward to Iraq and perhaps the Jordan 
Valley (Peters)). Winters in Arabia; possibly also in Africa though Uiis 
subspecies not yet proven there vide Meiuertzhagen (1954; 296). 
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Coracias garrulus 



MIGRATION. No ringing data. In spring arrives in N. Baluchistan, 
Peshawar district, Chitral, Gil^t and Kashmir between end March and 
May, the majority of birds passing through, some remaining to breed. 
Return (autumn) passage through these areas occurs in August-September. 
Plentiful on autumn passage in an ENE.-W5W. direction through Sind, 
Punjab (Lahore dist.), Rajasthan, Kutch and northern Gujarat between 
mid August and early October. Spring passage evidently follows a different 
route by-passing these areas. Not noted in Kutch at that season, nor in Sind 
‘•except, only once, on 14 May * (Ticchurst). 

hligratcs during daytime, chiefly in the morning before noon, but also 
later throughout the day. The biri travel individu.ally in a steady'stream, 
strung out one behind another at about lialf-minutc intervals over a very 
wide front, flying at a height of 100 to 150 metres with unliurried purposeful 
wing-beats. 

OE-VERAL HABITS. Met vvith Singly or in pairs perched on telegraph wires, 
posts or dead trees commanding an uninterrupted view of the surroundings. 
Pounces on quarry' on the ground either disposing of it on the spot or flying 
back with it to the perch. Habits largely as of tlic Northern Roller (755, 
q.v.) including the extravagant noisy acrobatic nuptial display. Flight rather 
sluggish, witli deliberate vring-strokes very like a crow*s in silhouette. 

tood. Beetles, mole crickets {GrylUlalpa), gn^hoppers and other large 
insects taken on the ground; occasionally in the air. Also lizards and frogs, 
the latter forming a considerable proportion of the food brought to the 

^“voL and CAixs. Harsh grating screams utter^ chiefly during die 
aerial display; occasionally from perch. Birds very nois)- in breeding season. 


BREEDING. Stosori, chicfly May to July, J^est, a natural hollotv in an 
ancient poplar, willow or chenar tree, or In a clay or conglomerate cliff. 
Unlined, but often bestrewn with chidnous remains of beetles etc. Eggs, 
5 or 6, pure white, glossy’, radier elongate ovals; sometimes speckled witli 
small brouTi spots of unknoivn origin easily removed by washing. Average 
size of 16 Kashmir eggs 36*3 X 29-0 mm (Osmaston). Both sexes incubate 
and feed the y’oung; incubation period undetermined; in nominate race 
18-19 days (Witlierby). men one bird is brooding its mate keeps pi.ird 
nearby', swooping with harsh grating squawks at intruders into the proximity. 
Museum Diac.sosis. For dcLTils of plumage sec Batcr, loc. cit.; for description 

of plumages .’ind structure (abo biono- 
/(If M \\ njic5)ofthc nominate (European) r.-ice, 

' \\ Witherby, ig38,2:269-72.Dificrsfr0m 

III )! \\ the hucr in being p:iicr coloured above 

and bcIo^^-. Franl.il feathers .almost 
white; underparts j).afcr, blue r.ithcr 
than greenish blue. More easily disting- 
uished in juvenile and adult winter 
. . Tf .4 nlunaacc. ‘The lateral pair of tail- 

Tailoradult. X c. } (Ar.er Haner.) f,„ ,^011 of .he middle pair by 

17-24 mm. It migrates through in its juvenile dress ' (Ticehunt). 

MZASUKEMEKTS 

Wing Bill ' Tarsus Tail 

100-210 30-35 2.5-26 122-135 mm 

(from feathers) (Baler) 

Weight I ? let, IS 120 g(SA). 

Kashmir birds,/* Baler, are very large compared with those from Iran, Afglumiilan, 
Baluchistan and Punjab. 

COLOURS or »Mtr tarts. Iris pale brmvn to lie 
blade I.egs and feet dull yellow. 


Key to tlte Subspecies 
Under wingHtoverts pale blue 



2 Under wing coverts deep blue. 


•own. Bill broHmlsh 

black to 

IDIAN IIOLLF.H 



Page 

.. .C.b. Ir'C.haic^ris 

lie 

C.b. irjica 

118 

C h. ejfmis 

119 


735, CoTonas licnj^hel/Tltii (Linnaeus) 

Cmut hnifuiUrms Linnaeus, 1750, Ssst. Kal., ed. 10, 1 : 106 (Cenghila, i.e. hfadra. 
/* Biswas, 1901, Bull, rooi, Komencl. 10: 217-18; fired at Tulin, Purulia dlslnct. 
West Bengal by Biswas’s NrotJ-pe desigisation as per ICZN Kiiling (Opinion 603): 
see Bull rool. N’ommcl. 20: 195-6, April 1963) 

Baler, FBI No, 1517. Vol. 4: 224 
Plate 57, fig. 1 1 

local SAULS. Siliit (Hindi) ; KMi-.Al (Bengal,) ; TH. 

(Marathi) ; B7*i rMU^S (Gujarat) ; PilS fHU (Telugu) ; /.dirj UM. Pit 
(Tamil) ; A71a Lt-l (Kaifimir) ; AVgetU (Baluclii) ; Chlti (.Sind), 
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snx. Kgeon; length c. 31 cm (12 in.). 

muD CHARACTERS. A Striking Oxford-and-Cambridge blue bird vdth 
biggish head, heavy rather crow-like bill, rufous-brown coloured breast, 
and pale blile abdomen and vent. An obsolete reddish brown collar on hind- 
neck. In flight the dark and pale blue portions of the svings flash as brilliant 
bands. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisnuBunoN and habitat. Resident, subject to little under- 
stood seasonal local movements; common. WeJt Pakistan (Baluchistan, 
Sind, Punjab) and all continental India along the Himalajun submontane 
tract (up to c. 1500 m’ — Dharmsala; Garhwal). A specimen collected at 
r. 3700 m in X^kV. Nepal (LouTidcs, JBNHS 53: 36), and one in Bhutan at 
e. 2500 m (Ludlow, 1937, Ibis-. 487) castw’ard through Nepal, south through 
the plains to an arbitrary boundaiy at 20°N. latitude where it intergrades 
with indka. Intergrades svith affinis in Nepal east of c. 85°E. longitude, 
NE. Bihar, Sikkim, northern and eastern Bengal, and W. Assam (Garo 
Hills). Affects open cultivation, gardens, groves of mango and other trees 
near villages; also tight deciduous forest. 

Extralirilal. Eastern Arabia, southern Iran, Iraq, 

CEKERAL HABns. Keeps singly or in pairs perched on telegraph svires, 
fence posts, earth clods in ploughed fields, and bare trees commanding a 
clear view of the surroundings and movements of creeping prey. On perch, 
swings tail slowly up and down' as in Blackwinged Kite, Forest Wagtail and 
Little Green Bee-eater. Pounces lazily — almost parachutes' dossm to the 
ground from time to time to seize its quarry, disposing 
of it on the spot or flying leisurely svith it back to the 
same perch or across to another nearby where the victim 
is battered before ssvallowing. Has been obsers'ed to pick 
up small fish neatly from near surface of svater (SA) 
and occasionally to plunge for it tike a kingfisher, 
completely submerging for a moment (Delme-RadctifT, 
JBNHS 20; 225; Dalgliesh, ibid. 20: 853; Tisvar>-, ibid. 
34: 578). This evidently an individual idiosyncrasy. Has 
a very noisy and spectacular display during the.breeding 
season, sometimes both birds of a pair participating. The 
bird rockets up in the air vertically, flaps about errati- 
cally in steep wave-crests and performs a series offantastic 
Ldt foot, X c. 1 evolutions — tumbling, somersaulting, nose-diving, loop- 
ing tlie loop and rolling from side to side to the 
accompaniment of loud raucous screams, its brilliant plumage 'flashing 
in the sun. These extravagant antics and playful dives sometimes directed at 
quietly perched female, at other times apparently in self-exhilaration. 

FOOD. Largely ■ insects — beetles, locusts, crickets — sometimes (e.g. 
moths, winged ants and termites) taken in the air. Also frogs, lizards, 
occasionally small snakes and field mice, and rarely even young birds. 
Scorpions also recorded. Among stomach contents analysed at Pusa (Bihar) 
the following insects were frequently recorded: Grjilotalpa afriema, Ctj/lbdts 
melauuphatui, Mymeco^slus setipes, Chrotogonus spp., ants {Campomius com- 
prasm), and beetles and grubs of various kinds (Trox, Opalrum, etc.). Is, on 
balance, a highly beneficial species to agriculture by virtue of the vast 


US CORACIIFORMES 

quantities of insect pests it dcstroj-s. (For detaik of food items sec Mason & 
Lefroy, 1912: 155-7.) 

VOICE and calls. A loud, raucous Idf. (or rkactd)-kah-ka):-kdk etc. uttered 
from a perch; varied and drawn out into cxriicd discordant screeches and 
shrieks during aerial display, and by way of ‘ war cries ’ when chasing off 
intruders in its territory. ‘ Independently-hunting young birds mew like 
cats ’ (Mrs M. D. 'Wright). 

BREEDING. Season overall March to Junc/July, principally March and 
April. Akrf, an untidy collection of grass, straw, rags and rubbish in a natural 
hollow in a rotten tree-trunk or bough at moderate heights, or in the trunk 
of a palmyTa palm; sometimes in a hole in the outer wall or under the roof 
of a dilapidated building. Eggs, 3, sometimes 4, rarely 5; pure white, glossy, 
roundish ovak. Average size of 50 eggs 34-3 X 28- 1 mm (Baker). Both 
se-xes incubate and feed the young; incubation period 17-19 days, mostly 18. 
(B. S. Lamba). 

Museum DiAOKOsn. See Key to the Subspecies; for dei.a!k of plumage, B.ikcr, 
loc. ciL 

Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

39-49 25-29 I17-I40 mm 

(HW, SA, BB) 

kVeight I o’ 166 g ; 2 9 9 166, 176 g (Pavuter). 

There is no consistent difference in the' size of the sexes, but in keeping with the 
norra.al trend (Bergmann’s Rule) a gradual increase in size from south to north. 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris browu; rim round eye dull orange. BUI brownish 
black; mouth sulphur-yellow and pink. Legs and feet dirty browu'ish yellow; claws 
black. ^ 

756. CoTacias benghnhnsis indica L/’tnnacus 
Voracias indica Linnaeus, 1766, Nat., cd. 12, 1 : 159 
(East Ind’cs = Cc>ion, ex Edwards) 

Baker, FBI No. 1518, Vol. 4: 226 

local NAiiES. Tds, Chask (Marathi); Paid, pitta (Tclu^); Kattu lain, Pdlhdcdvi 
(Tamil); Panawkakka (Malayalam); Dunkawcy Dmkainxluwa, Dumhona (Sinhala); 
PanaTn.hddai, Kottai-kUi (Tamil — Cc)'Ion). 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 31 cm (12 in.). 



Fmu> CHARACTERS. As of 755, q.v. Scc Key to tile Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 



SIEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

^9 178-201 
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STATUS, DiSTRtBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, wth some local niovc- 
ment Common. Indian peninsula south of 20®N. lat. (around which It 
intcrgradcs with bengkatensis [755]), and Ceylon; low country and locally up 
to c* 1000 m. Laccadive Is. (Burton, JBNHS 41 : 597). Maldivc Is. (Gan, 
Addu Atoll, November 1968 — Fit Lt J. L. Gregor^', in epist.). Affects open 
cultivation, gloves of trees in the neighbourhood of habitations, and light 
forest — in deciduous biotope, 

CE.VERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE aiid CALLS. As in thc Nortlicm Roller (755). 

BREEDEvc, Season^ in South India (e.g. Kerala) January to hlarch/April ; 
in Ceylon March to June, chiefly March and April. A'Vjt and eggs as in 755, 
Average size of 24 eggs from Kerala and Ceylon given by Baker as 
35*2 X 27- 7 mm. 

MtrsEuM Diagnosis, Differs from bengknUnsis in being slightly smaller, darker 
and more greenish above, Mth a deeper-coloured more pronounced nuclial collar. 

MEAStmZMZJm 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

(f 9 170-190 41-49 24^26 109-132 mm 

(SA, HW) 

OOLOGRS OF BARE FARTS. As in 755. 


757. Coracias henghalsnsis affinis Horsfield 
Coredas effinis Horsfield, 1839 (1840), Proc. Zool. Soc. London pL 7: 164 (Assam) 
Baker, FBI No. 1519, Vol. 4; 226 

local names. Kebtas, Konsa (Assam); Deo gateng (Cachari); Tekrel (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 31 cm (12 in.). 

tteld characters. As of 755, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspedcs and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimo?? and habitat. Resident, subject to seasonal local 
movements; common. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizo (?), Kist Pakistan. Plains, duars and foothiUs to c. 600 m. 

^ Intcrgradcs vkith batghalmsis in Nepal (around c. 85*E, long,), NE. Bihar, 
Sikkim, northern and eastern Bengal and western Assam (Garo Hills). 

Affects cultivation, light forest and clearings. 

BxtTaliimiaL Burma south to Tcnasscrim, Yunnan, Thailand, Indo 
diincse countries. 

CENTRAL HADtTS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 755. 

breedlnc. Secson, prindpally April and May. J^est and eggs as in 755. 
Average size of 30 eggs 34*7 X 27*9. mm (Baker). 

Mcszru DiACNosa. Much darker and deeper coloured than bngheUrjis or 
vi£e£. Under VTng-co\nerts deep purple-blue; rufous-brown underparts ssith a strong 
purplish blue flush; streaks on throat brilliaiit smalt-blue imtead of whitish; pale 
blue on underparts confined to vent and under tail-coverts. 

KZASURESCCjfrj 

^Ving Bill Tarsus Ta3 

(from feather) 

o'? IS4-2(M 30-36 26-28 J 18-137 ran 

(Bairr) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bfown; edge of cj'clids and bare skin in front and 
behind eye orange-yellow. Bill almost black- Legs and feet duH yellowish brown 
(Baker). 

Genus Eurystomus Vieillot 

ExaysUnrms Vieillot, 1816, Analj’se; 37. Type, by monotypy, RoUe dcs Jndes, Buflbn 
t= Coracias oHenlalis Linnaeus. 

Cf. Ripley, S. D., 1947, Proc. Biol. Soc- Washington 55: 169-76 
Meise, W., 1950, Jour. Bombay nau Hist Soc. 49; 305-6 
Dcraniyagala, P. E. P., 1951, Spolia Zcylanica 26: 155-7 
BUI short, broad, and very stout; width at gape about equal to length of culmcn; 
terminal quarter compressed; upper mandible strongly hooked. Nostrils exposed; 
no rictal bristles. Wing long and pointed: 2nd primary (as.) longest Tail almost 
square- 

EuR'^'STomus orientaus (Linnaeus): Broadbilled Roller 
Key to the Snb5pecies 

1 A pronounced blue wash on the primaries and secondaries; wing-tail 

ratio 47-51 per cent El c. eyeniccllis 

2 Very dark blackish crown and cheeks, blackish blue car-coverts; lower 
parts intense blue 

a Wing average 200 mm E. o. leetior 

b Wing average 183 ram; skull narrower E e. irisi 

3 B2I larger; culmen about 27-30 mm E. o. giges 


758, 761 . Etayslamis orienlaVis c^amcoUis Vieillot 

Esa^sioTToa geadeeUis Vieillot, 1819, Nouv. Diet. d’HisL Nat- 29: 425 (‘ les Indes * 
= Chandemagor, Bengal, Stresemann, 1952, Ibis 94; 511, 519) 
Euysteexis celery Sharpe, 1890, Proc. Zook Soc. London: 551 (Himab>-an terw 
from Kuznaon to Daijedmg and upper Assam) 

Eietysicnttu crimisHs chtzrAus Riplry, 1942, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 55: 170 
(Nanking, China). New name for telonyx Sharpe 
Baker, FBI No. 1520 (part), Vol 4: 228 
Plate 57, fig. 12 

local NAitES. Tek rtl rang (Le;>i_ha); * Dollar Bird * (English, substantive). 
fT7p Pigeon; length c. 31 cm (12 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A dark greenish brown and purple blue-black Roller 
with blackish hrad and vcr>* broad orange-red bill and legs. 
A large pale blue roundish patcJi on wing (the ‘dollar*) 
particularly cof-ipicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and tiAETTAT. Resident; not comroon. 
The Himala^'an submontane tract normally from Garhwal 
(westernmost record Ambala dist, [Waite, JBNHS 39; 861]) 
eastward through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; Assam, 
Nagaland, Manipur, East Pakistan. From plains Ic%*cl (tcrai, 
duan and duns) to c. 1 000 m. Affects heavy* sccondaiy* tropical 



Bin frt>tn 
•hove. X e. i 
(After Harten) 
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evtrgrceii jungle, and forest clearings for culdvadoa \vith scattered standing 
trees. 


Eurystomus orientoftc 



Distributional range 


Sxtralimital. Northern Burma northward to the lower Amur (Siberia) 
and Manchuria. South in winter to Malay Peninsula, Thailand, rndochmese 
countries, S. China, Japan, and many Indo-Malayslan islands. 

CENERAL HABrre. Kccps Singly or in pairs — occasionally small loose 
parties — to heavy forest or Jts immediate environs (clearings etc.) perched 

on the topmost branches of tall dead 
trees for long periods. Makes shwt 
sorties now and again after passing in- 
sects, performing curious evolwtions in 
mid-air in their pursuit and usually 
returning to its base after each capture. 
Less sluggish than Blue Jay, and marked- 
ly crepuscular. Active in the tnoming 
and evening, commonly hunting dlUatc 
into the dusk. Takes insects on the wing; 
occasionally pounces on creeping prey 
on the ground. Flapping flight more 
rapid and direct than Blue Jay*s. Follows 
insects, c.g. winged tcrimtes, to considerable heights, hawking in wide 
circles — a few deliberate u-ing-flaps followed by long stretches of gb'ding. 
Has a spectacular aerial nuptial display similar to the Blue Jay’s (755) q.v., 


consisting of shooting .vertically -skyward and nose-diving in steep v.*avc- 
cresls, rolling from side to side, and other fantastic acrobatics kept up for 
several minutes at a time. 

FOOD. ■ Chiefly-insects: crickets, beetles, firing termites, etc. Also lizards, 
and doubtless other small animals. 

VOICE and calls. Oii the whole very silent, Occasionallyuttcrs a raucous 
chatk’Charh repeated every second or two, alternated from time to time by a 
quicker-repeated chattering croak chack^chack-chack-ckack. 

BREEDING, , March to May. AVsl, an unlincd natural hollow, ora 

barbet- or woodpecker hole in a lofty tree-trunk (such as Salmnlia or Tetrc- 
melu) standing near the edge or in the midst of a forest clearing, frequently 
15 or 20 m up. The same hole is often occupied in successive years, but 
whctlicr by the same or a different pair is unproven. Eggs, 3 or 4, white 
spherical ovals measuring c. 36 X 28 mm. Both sexes incubate and feed the 
young; period of incubation undetermined. 

MusEOSt DtAcs'Osis. Hbr-dctaib^ plumage see Baker, loc. cit.; for subspeoea 
Key. ■ ' . 

SIEASUREMESTS 

Wing ‘ BUI Tarsus Tail 

' (from skull) 

8 f3'6' 178-198 27-33 ■ 20 (I) 93-102 mm 

6 p 5> IS4-195 30-35 — 90-100 mm 

(BB, SA) 

Weight I Q (March) 172 g ; 1 (August) 120 g — Payntcr. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Irb dark broTWj; edges of upper eyelid and orbital skm 
dusky vermilion. Bill, legs and feet deep verznlllpn uith black on dp of bill; daui 
black; soles vermilion (Biswas). 

759. Euryslomus orimtalb laelior Sharpe 
Eurystonm laetior Sharpe, 1890, Proc, Zook Soc. London: 551 (Forests of Malabar, 
• the Nilgiries and Ceylon, restricted to Bridge, Travancorc) 

■ Baker, Ffll No. 1520 (part), Vol. 4:.228 

LOCAL RASIES. Pul^pp^rUkH (Tamil); iTattjt ^enamkeUa (Mala)'alam). 

SIZE. "'Pigeon; length c. 31 cm (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 758. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; ratlicr rare and patchily 
distributed: Kerala north to Wynaad (Malabar dist.), W. M)*sorc (Coorg 
dxst.) and western Tamil Nadu (Nilffiri^sh). Affects cultivation clearings in 
heavy evergreen and semi-evergreen forest, neglected ovcrgrmvn rubber 
and coffee plantations, etc. ; low country and foothills up to c. 500 m. ^ 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As lu thc Himalayan subspecies 

BREEDING. Seosoft, September to May, chiefly hfarch and April. AVjf, 
eggs, and breeding biology as in 758. ^ ^ 

Museum Diaokosis. Diffcn from thc disjunct Himalayan population ryaw/u 
(758) in being a brighter, more intense blue on thc underparts, with a markedly 
bUcitf bead (crown and face). 
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IktEASUREMENTS 


Bill 

(from skull) 
33-36 


6 d'd' 134-205 33-36 19-21 

cotQU« OF BARE PARTF. Iris bro™. BiU orange-rrf. bUddjh brx»vn at 
palate and gape pale sulphur-yelloiv. gullet greyish pint L«gs and fed orange-retl 
vT coral-red; claws blackish broivn (SA). 

760. Eufystentus orUntaVts iriri Deranitagala 

^t^.r/.aar<;r«r,/aaWnDcramyas=tlR.1351.Adm;n.Rrpt.orthaDh.Nat.M 

Ceylon, for 1950, Ft, iv, Educ,, Sci. and Art (E): E14 (Maha-oya, Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1520 (part), Vol. 4: 228 

LOCAL NAMES, EUIupporukki (Tamil); Aes kavuda (Smhala). 

SIZE. Pigeon; length 31 cm (12 in,). 

field CHARACTERS. As in 758. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS DISTMBUTION and HABITAT. Very rare resident; nearly extinct. 
In™iV“twelve records known from the Island in a century or more 
ihetto/after a lapse of 60 yeatx. This, a breeding pmr, 
very last birds in existence, was shot by an unspeakable museum collector 
in February 1950, since when no more have been reported. . 

CEUERAU HABnx, EOOD, VOICE and CALUS. Not recorded, presumably as 

in 758 and the Kerala subspecies. 

BREEDING. 5rdn)n, ‘ February and March (Phdhps). . . 

Museum DdionOsm. Differs from the Kerala popuUhon only m having a shorter 
wing; no difference in coloration. 

measurements ' /»T • CA\ 

4 o? Wing 178-188 mm; Bill (from skull) 29-30 ^ (Mene, SA). 

Wing Tarsus T®1 

I jP 182* 18 98 mm , 

1 5 180 n 91 ““ 

(Dcramyagala) 


• Type of E. o. irisi » 

' COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 759. 


762. kuTystonvus orientalis gig(^ Stresemann 

Ewyslumus orimlaHs gigas Slrejcmann, 1913, Kovit. 

■ (Rutland IsUnd, Andaman Islands) 
Baker, FBI Ko. 1521, Vol. *■ 231 

UOCAI. NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

dSS"Hand"i„gNlUnda^ 

• evergreen forest. 


J24 CORAGIIFORMES ’ 

OENERAB HABITS, POOD, VOICE and OAiiS. As in 758 and other races, qq.v. 
breeding. Unrecorded. . . » • 

Museum Diachosis. Differ, ftorn Himalayan (”«) 

larger biU; also sh’gbOy larger measuremeats. No difference 


MEASUREMENTS 

d’P 

Wing 

J84-205 

BiU 

(from feathers) 
27-30 

Taniu 

f.2l 

Tail 

106-112 mm 
(Baker) , 

5 rJic? 

1 9 

192-198 

199 

(from skull) 
35-38 

35 

19-21 

19 

105-110 mm 
103 mm 
(Grubh) 


Weight I o' 165 g : I ? H5 g (Gmbh). 

COIOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 758 Mid Other taces. 

Family Upupidae: Hoopoes 

' — T A I. 1959: 476: Stresemann, E., 

]!dcle ‘ Hoopoe Tffw Diet. DM. London Se New York. 

Genus UpUpa Linnaeus 

UP.P. Linnaeus. 1758, Spt. Nab. ^ 

An ample erectile fan-shaped crest w^^^e 

Upupa epops Linnaeus; Hoopoe 
Key to the Sobapetdea 

1 Hinder feathers of cr«t ssidi white subterminal spots; general colour 

paler, less rufous 12< 

a paler * ff, <. /dfere/i* 

2 '’Hi^^'fU;«‘or’<;«t' n'o'mmn; Mith no wWl^’spots; general colour 

darker, more rufous y , Imgimtni N® 

c Lighter in colour; slightly Drger-. . (/. ». cownouir 

d parkesi and roost rufous; slightly 

7G3. upupa rpopsipop^^”-'^^'^ . 

BOCSE NAMTO. 7/^3553 

Afarg5.WfW«Sa (Baluchi ; 

Sa in.) to tip oriong slender bUl. 
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HOOPOES 125 

field charactei^ a fawn coloured bird with pronunent black>and- 
white zebra markings on back, %%ings and taiL A prominent black-and- 
white-tipped crest, full and fan-shaped 
when erected, falling to a point behind 
the head when folded. Long, slender, 
gently decurved bill. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) duller and paler 
above, browner below'. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 
Resident or breeding summer ^'isito^ in 
West Pakistan (Baluclustan, Punjab and 
N\VF. districts, Chiti^) and in Kashmir, 
Ladakh, Baldstan, Himachal Pradesh, 
Garhwal and Kumaon; foothills and up to 
c, 4600 m. Winters south (e. September 
Tail X f. i (After Hartert) ^ Manh) — numbers greatly augmented 
by cxtralimital immigrants — through Sind, Rajasthan, Gujarat, hfadh>*a 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar; plains and hills. Possibly farther south 
in the Peninsula ■where there is a confusing intermingling of the races in 
winter. Affects open country, culd^Tition, light forest, and the neighbour- 
hood of N-iliages and habitations, in deciduous biotope. 

E>:tTaIim{UiL Breeds also in Europe and Asia from S. Sweden to SkV. 
Siberia and Kirghiz Steppe, south to NW\ Africa, Palestine, Iraq, Iran, and 
the Altai; Mediterranean islands; occasionally England. Winters also in 
N. Africa and Arabia. 



uiCRATiON. No ringing data. Continuing observations of mountaineers 
indicate that at least some cxtralimital migration occurs directly across fric 
Himala^’as. Reported frequently (subspedes ?) at high altitudes, notably 
at c, 6400 m by the fint Mount Everest Expedition in September (\Vollaston, 
J&ir, 1922: 504) and on Pomori Glader, c. 5790 m in Nepal in hlay (Biswas, 
JBNHS58: II6).‘ 

Arrives in its breeding areas bebveen early hlarch and early April; 
departs August-September, a few birds wintering in the >s’armer lower 
^ Kashnur and northern Baluchistan). 


HOOPOES 127 

26’2 X 17*6 mm (Osmaston). Incubation by female alone who is a 
very dose sitter and fed by the male within the nest throughout the period 
— 15 to 17 dsiys, mostly 16 (B. S. Lamba). Both sexes feed the young. The 
nestlings deliberately squirt their foul-smelling liquid faeces against an 
intruder as a means of defence. 


Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to Ihff Subspedes ; for details of plumage. Baker, 
loc. dt; for plumage phases and structure (aho bionomics), IMtherby, 1938, 2: 


266-9. 

J^zAsuRcuzjrrs 

VTms 

Bin 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

(?d' 

140-153 

(from slmll) 
53-63 

22-24 

98-109 mm 

9 V 

136-148 

50-58 


— 

Wogh<9 JV 60-73 g 

(SA). 


(Witherby) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris browiL Bill homy bremu or homy black, paler 
(flesh colour) at gape and base of lower mandible; mouth pale flesh. Legs and feel 
ETcyish- or slaty bnrvvn. 


7 64. Upupst <pcps seturaia Lonnberg 

epops satcralA LOnnberg, 1909, Ark- ZooL 5, no. 9: 29 
(Kjacbta, southern Transbaiealia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1580, VoL 4: 310 

locAL TCAMZ. Dso ht dup (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 31 cm (12 in.) to tip oflong slender biU. 

ttzld miARACTZRS. As in 763 q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident and/or breeding viator in 
the Tibetan fades of the HT^ Hiniala*yas in Nepal, Sikldm, Bhutan and 
NEFA (?) above c. 1700 m; recorded upto c. 4400 m in summer and once 
at c. 5000 m in October. hCgratcs in ■winter to the plains in Nepal, Bihar, 
»V. Bengal, Orissa and East Pakistan. Affects openly wooded country. 

Eastern Siberia and hfanchuria southward over hlongoUa 
and northern China, to Yunnan, Kwangtung, and Fohkicn (Peters), 

CESERAL HABrn, POOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the European (nominate) 
subspedes (763). 

Seem, Ajril to June, A'ert, eggs and breeding biology as in 

763, 

V'ery STmiUr to norainstc epeps (7S3), only a trifle darker 
wxtsgj; aho darker and nserc brown, leas vinous, on breast. Bui race 
net verj dirtmct a nd of questionable validity. 

KEASURESfrjrn 

^9 123-1&4 (mostly over 140). BUI (from feathers) 39-55 nun (Baker), 

15 c»9 \Vbi^ 141-155 (av. 149) inm — Strtsemana,BB. 

Wesht 4^9 5^72 g (SX Painter). . 

CC10CR5 or BASE PART*. As fa 763. 
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GE.VERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly Of in pairs, often widely separated when 
feeding; in loose parties of 8 to 25 or more when freshly arrived on migra- 
tion. Curious unexplained behaviour often observed at this time, of indivi- 
dual birds or 3s and 4s together, filing around as if demented, flitting crazily 
from branch to branch, crest erected and tail expanded from time to time, 
fluttering, twisting and turning in and out through branches and tree- 
trunks in slow' erratic butterfly-like ^ght. Partial to lawns and meadows and 
dusty cart tracks for feeding and dust-bathing. Runs about actively with a 
quaii-Iikc, somewhat waddling gait, probing here and there in loose sandy 
soil or damp earth with bill partly open like forceps. \Micn thus digging, 
crest furled to a point projecting behind, making the bird’s head look like a 
miniature pickaxe; the crest is fanned out momentarily each time the bird 
settles after a short flight, and on the least excitement. Given to much terri- 
torial fighting in the breeding season: rival cocks advance at one another 
imcasiiy with crests erected and bill pointing downward, almost touching 
the ground. They suddenly seize each other’s bill tips in a straight line as if 
to maintain a safe distance between themselves. Thus locked, the combatants 
flutter down from the branch and disengage to continue jabbing at each 
other on the ground until one of them retreats. 

FOOD. Entirely insectivorous: largely underground grubs and pupae of 
beetles (Colcoptcra); crickets (Giy'Uidac) ; earwags (Forficulidae); locusts 
and grasshoppers (Acridiidac) ; surface caterpillars of many spedes {AgTotis, 
Opatrwnf etc.); ant-lions (AfpmeUo); ants and termites. Mole-crickets 
^(fityllotalpa afneana) and ‘bhcrwa* {Sckizodactjlus TnonstTOSus) feature largely 
among the food items brought to the young. For details of some stomach 
analyses in an intensely cultivated area see Mason &. Lefroy, 1912: 172-3. 
They point to the great usefulness of the spedes as a destroyer of agricultural 
pests. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a deep mellow' koo-po or Iw^po-po (or kud-hud^ 
hud) with a peculiar vcntriloquial quality; repeated again and again at 
about 3-second intcrv’als — in the breeding season often for 10 or 15 minutes 
at a stretch. This call is very similar to that of Hiinala 5 *an Cuckoo, Cuculus 
saturetus (580) and rather confusing in localities where both species occur 
together. However the cuckoo’s is usually distinguishable by its four notes 
hud’hud-hud‘kud against the hoopoe’s two or three. When calling, the' bird 
lowers and bobs its head, bill pointing downward almost flush with breast, tail 
depressed and turned in under the perch as if the bird were tiyang to make 
both its ends meet! At other times head jerked forward with each succcssjv'c 
/tud as in a dog barking, the crest raised and lowered from time to time. A 
subdued harsh ca^aw when fighting; rasping croaks and hisses when agitated; 
a W'heezing note by female while being fed by her mate and as a prcUminar)* 
to inviting copulation by tilting forward and raising her posterior. 

BREEDiNc. Season, late March to early June, principally April and May. 
Xesi, a hollow or split in a tree-trunk, or hole in a mud or stone w’all of a 
%'iUage house; occasionally lined scantily with grass, leaves, wool, feathers 
and rubbish which become fouled and matted into an cvil-smcUing mess 
with the birds’ droppings as incubation proceeds. Eggs, 5 to 7, pale skim-milk 
blue when fresh soon turning to a pale dirty greenish grey and further 
discoloured by contact with the filthy nest lining. Average size of 26 Kashmir 
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765. Upupa epops c^hnensis Reichenberg 
Reichaibach, 1853, Handb. spec. Om-, Scansoriae: 320, pi. dxcv, 
C 4036 (Cc>'Ion) 

Upopa indka Rachenbach, 1653, Handb. spec. Om., Scansorbe: 320 
(Bengal, Nepal, NUghiris and Tcnasscrim). Not XJpepa faSca UTtham 
Upupa epops orientalis Bakv, 1921, Bull. BriL Om. CL 42; 29. New name for U, 
Vidua Rcicbcnbacb, not Upzpa indiea L.Ttbam. (Ambala [Punjab) fixed as type locality 
by Baker, 1927, Fauna 4: 311, in erme = Nflgiri Hills, hereby restricted) 
Baker, FBI Nos- 1581. 1582, VoL 4: 311, 312 

zncAL NAMES. Hudhvd (Hindi, hlarathS); HudhSd or Ckenli fdxkrj (Gujarati); 
Korda pitta, Kueelam pitta, KtJoidu girxa (Tclugu); Ponoffd kvndlS (Sinhala); ChScal 
tSrvzi (Tamfl); Oppoeppea (Mala^-a l a m ). 

SIZE. M^na; length c. 31 cm (12 in.) to tip oflong slender bilL 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 763. See Key to the Subspedes and Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTios and HABrTAT. Brccds in the Himalayas in a lower 
altitudinal zone than 764 (normally below f. 1500 m), in Nepal, Bihar, 
northern ^Vest Bengal, Sikkim and Bhutan; south through western Uttar 
Rradesh, central India, western Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Andhra, Tamil Nadu, My'sore, Kerala and Ccydon. Affects open country, 
light dedduous forest, cultivate areas, and the ndghbourhood of habita- 
tions: plains and hills to c. 1700 m. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the nominate race (763), 
q-v. 

BREEDING. Season, locally variable: chiefly April to June in northern 
India, January' to March/April in the south, Maixh to May and occasionally 
August in Ceylon. Xest, eggs, and breeding biology as in 763. Size of eggs 
(c/4-7) c. 25 X 17 mm. 

Mustum DiACNOsn. Sec Key to the Subspedes. Smaller, darker and more rufous 
the other races. Breast with hardly any tint of vinous; ruTcus of head and 
crest deep and rich; subtertainal white patdia on crest feaiben absent or obsolete. 

MZASURZMZNTS 

IMng Eni Tama Tail 

• . (from skull) 

9 120-143 51-63 20-22 83-99 mm 

(mostly under 135) {SA, HW) 

tycisbl 7 o' 9 48-62 g (SA). 

COLOURS 07 BARS FARTS. As fa 763, 


766. Uptpe epops frnTtrarfrir jerdon 

Upape Jerdoa, 1862, Bda. India 1; 393 (Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. I5S3, VoL 4: 312 
LOCAL NAMZS. SsagcrSm (Manipur). 

Kfyna; length c. 31 cm (12 in.) to tip oflong slender bilL 
FIELD CHARACTERS. As fa 763. Sce MuscuDi Dfagnosfa 
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STATUS, DBTRIBUTION and HABn-AT. Resident and locaUy'niigTatory: 7fi7 -r- , 

(•)• Manipur and East Pakistan; plains Ld up to s, ' GreyHorahiU. roster Wrix (ScopoU) 

1600 m. Affects grassland, open deciduous forest glades, bamboo and light ‘ ScopoU, 1786, Del. Hor. et Faun, Inhibr Are. ?• 87 

scrub jungle, cultivated areas and waste land. • (Coromandel, India) 

Extralmital. Burma, Thailand, Indochinese countries, Malay Peninsula, MnUru pergriaus Koeb, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash. 52 • 79 /tehorv • • 

Sumatra (Peters). Raker, FBI No. 1575, Vol. 4: SOI ’ ' 

OENERAI, HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 763, q.v. . Plate 59 f, o 

BREEDmo. Season, February to May, chiefly March and April. JVerf, „ 

eggs (c/5 or 6) and breeding biology as in the nominate race (763), Average e , DMomSr, DMnd, Hhinll, teoriSr, ChOiM, DhSmsh (Hiail- 

size of 50 eggs 24-9 X 17-9 mm (Baker). ■ Pf*>S^"6">MP.)jPoino;dMnaA(BengaU);Rmd«r.a«£fe^y,^^ 

Museum Diagnosq. Paler in colour than ceyhnensis (765) and with a proportion- „TT i ’’•P^ IrawMe (Tamil); Oiijxm (Gujsmii)! 

ately longer biU on average. - - BAmSi (Marathi). 

measukements ±> length c. 61 cm (24 in.). 

(fromfrathersl ™LD CHARACTERS. A clumsy farowtish gr^ bird with a heavy curved 

OIQ . 136i.l58 42-66 mm bill suraounted by a peculiar 

COLOURS or BARE FARr^. As iu 763. the pattern particLrir^mpicu^’ 

Family Bucerotidae : Hornbills spread in alighting. Sera 

For dacripUon see Van Tyne, J., and Bager, A J., 1959; 478; Straemann, d'. x^U Young'S^amrlriT' 

E., 1927-34, Aro: 832-3; Baker, E. G. S., 1927, FBI 4: 282; Bannerman, D. A., has no ? 

1964 Adcte - HombiU ■ in Tho^n. A. L. (^.), Ate, Dirt. Bir*. London & New for T.gnseus (768) in passing. Bill almostwholly yeilow^whiTedps 

York. Moult: Femalra renew aU reimgcs and rectrices lynchronoosly In the nest- lacking. ipsioprimana 

bole, whUe the body moult is inactive. Mala have a different moult pattern. status. DrsTRiBunoH and habitat. Raldent. moving locally subicct to 

Key to the Indian Genera ' seasons. Throughout the better wooded parts along the base of the 

A Casque large in adults, as high as, or higher than the upper mandible from Skisten Puni^ ™ 

! Ca„., ndtrilki radh, k, . *,* ,.1,1. » S^-Sm TiS “kS MStInZS!! S'fiiSSd Sjlm 

B Casque moderate, small or absent fJonfinrf^ to i. r • i "^^*2 a«u vxryion. 

Q 1 u j j j f t- 2 onnnca to deciduous biotope. Affects open but lairly wclMvooded country 

3 (^que low, broad and rounded above, composed ol transverse ndth a scattering of Bter trees; roadside avenues, groves and rambhng 

ndges Rhyticeros 137 gardens, m the neighbourhood of cultivation and habitations. 

™ ® ° “ “ “ ° ° OENERAL HABITS. Largely arboreal, but will occasionally descend to the 

^ndible ■■••••■ ••■••• Aeens 135 ground and hop about with verticaUy cocked tail to pick fallen fruit. Simi- 

5 ^que small and compressed, the upper ndges curvmr down in larly also for winged termites emerging from rain-sodden ground, the birds 

^ ;■•••,••••. Plihlamus 133 jaHng each insect in the bill-tip and jerKng the upraised biU to transfer 

6 {^que srtott, compressed and pointed or wanting; no ridges on the morsel to the gullet ; fliey may abo spring up a fciv centimetres now 

sides of bill Teeter 129 and again to snatch the quarry in the air. Keeps in pairs or small parties of 

Genus Tockus Lesson ^ fruiting trees such as banyan and pecpul {Ficus spp.) in 

-r 1 T -T, ■ , , ne„ -T- t t j ■ .• • Company with mynas, green pigeons, bulbuls and other frugivorous birds; 

Tocius Lesson, 1830 Tra.ti d Orn., Uvr. 4: 252. Ty^ by subsequent designauon, assemblages - SO or more - where food is abundi^t On alarm the 

BwereseryttewA^ncAmBr^on ..cTemnunck gathering breab up into small parties which scatter in different directions 

. f^q“=“*"a’»ff‘~'''HeuprmentsttmUandcompr«sed,terminaimgantmo^^^ fonovv-my-Ieatier style, uttering weird squeals. Flight undulating 

in a point. Blit considerably curved and carinate above. Eyelids fumishcd wth long noisy — a few rapid flaps followed by a dipping glide and sailing with 

bristly eyelashes, as in the family. Tail long and graduated in the Indian forms. wing-tips strongly upturned. Recorded dust-battiing regularly (Hoffmann, 

Key to the Species CBCN Aug. 1980: 121. 

Bill with small, keel'Shapedi casque T. ^iroftrii 130 sfilswas (JBNHS 58: 117) supports the dhtincmeaof r.i.^r^wKoeh (heresynony* 

BiU with no casoue T mseuS 131 mhed). He con6ro5 that nortb^ Indian birds are consistently lea brown and more grey 

* jjjg southern Peninsula. 
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yooD. Largely fruit, especially >vild figs (Fi«w spp,), berries and flower 
pet^ (c.g. BauAinia) ; also insects (beetles, mantids, grasshoppers, wasps, etc.) 
and lizards, mice and other small animals. Recorded eating the poisonous 
fruits of the Yellow Oleander {Thtvetia nmifolia), extracting and devouring 
parakeet nestlings from a tree-hole, and taldng fish avidly in captivity. 

VOICE and galls. Normal note a shrill monotonous kitc-likc squeal 
wheeecp frequently uttered. Also has a variety of loud cackling and squealing 
conversational notes k^k-hka-e; while uttering these tail depressed or doubled 
under perch and swung slowly back and forth. 

BREEDING. Season^ overall March to June, the principal periods varying 
locally, Nestf a natural hollow in an old tree-trunk or bough c. 3 to S m up, 
sometimes.enlarged to suit. After the female enters, the hoUow is walled up 
with a mixture of wet mud collected by the male outside, and her own 
excreta and ‘casts’ by the female within, she (mostly) using her bill as 
trowel for the plastering. A narrow slit is left in the wall through which the 
male -feeds his mate throughout the incubation period. After the eggs hatch 
and the young are about a week ( ?) old, the wall is broken doivn to release 
the female and then rebuilt with a narrow opening as before. Through th(s 
both parents feed the squabs till they are fully fledged. The vra.Uk 
broken down to let them out (whether by the parents, or chicks, or both.). 
Female evidently moulte her wing-quilk during her incarceration, but mK 
needs further study. Excreta of imprisoned female and chicks ejected 
directly through the narrow sUt with considerable force. Eggs, normaUy 
2 or 3, rarely 4, dull glossless white, becoming stained and dirty dunng 
incubation. Average size of 30 eggs 41 *9 X 30*0 mm (Baker). Incubation 

period undetermined. , . tr u loin 

For more detailed accounts of the nesting habits sec E. F. Hal j > 
JBNHS 25; 503-5; E. H. N. Lowther, 1942, ibid. 43; 389-401. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species; for details of plumage Baker, toe, at. 


MEASUREMENTS 


0^9 


Wing BiU (from 

postent/r base of casque) 
196-228 81 -IOd 


Tarsus 


Taa 


42-46 237-297 mm 

(Baker, HW, BB, SA) ^ 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. ItU bro^viush otangc to red (c?), brown ( 9 )* BiU sl^ty 
black on basal portion including casque, waxy yellow or creamy white on c «», 
tips, and most of lower mandible; palate pale yellowish flesh, gullet dar c- 
and feet plumbeous to slaty black; claws black. 

lUSCELLANEOUS. Both" adults and squabs widely persecuted and slaugh- 
tered for food and alleged medicinal propcrfics. Popularly Micvcd to OTrc 
after-childbirth pains in women. A broth prepared of the 
^cath^ and allf is adminhiered internaUy, in addition to bathmglhc 
patient with a decoction of it. 

^Tockus griseus (Latham); Malabar Grev Hornbill 
Key to the Subspecies 
UudETparB grey; central pair of tan-frathcr. 

,U«Vu'p;te pair 

white tips 
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768." Tockus griseus grisms {haihum) 

- Buceros griseus Latham. 1 790, Index Orn. 1 : 147 (New Holland = Malabw) 
Baker, FBI No. 1576, Vol. 4: 303 
Plate 59,' fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. XalM kSkki (Kannada): Koda veehmUl (Mala>alara). 

SEE. Kite ±; length c. 59 cm (23 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A plain browiush slaty grey hombiU wAout any 
casque on bill. Head, crest, throat and breast streaked with whitish. Nasal 

'plumes and broad supcrcilia ex- 

tending far backwards, whitish. 
Wi’ng-quiUs ‘black, with bmad 
white tips to some of the prima- 
ries. TaU gIo«y black with 
broad white tips to all rcctrices 
except the two central p^- 
Sexes alike but for bill colour, 



X f.i 


q.v. 


status, distribution and habitat. RaidenC. Conflned 
rain&U Western Ghats or Sahyadri strip from about Bombay and ^nd^ 
south through southern Maharashtra, (tea. western MjTore (MalnMd), 
western Tamil Nadu (Nilgiri, Paini, and associated hills), and Kerala; from 
pl^ level to c. 1600 m. Affects rather open evergreen and moist-dcaduous 
forest especially where abounding in Ficus trees; apparently the ecologi^ 
counter^rt here of the Grey HombiU of deciduous country, the two speaes 
overlapping in some intermediate zones. _ 

OENE^L habits. Very similar to 767. q.v. Keeps in pairs or ^ 
of 6 to 20 or more, feeding in Firus trees m 
Vstis. and keeping up an almost incessant clamour "f 
and inane ‘ laughter the flocks flying from'trec to free m 
fashion. For a goad note on behaviour of young being hand-re.ired 
Abdulali, JBNHS 50: 403-4. Dipping flight in silhouette very remmiscen 

BlucbeardcdBec-eaterorH!malayanBarbet(SA,JBPiHS72;46). 

food. Ficus figs, drupes and berries; also insects, lizards and other small 

nul uifl is. , 

VOICE and calls. Shrill squeals and laucous cackling rcminiswnt 
.the loud proteitations of a domestic chicken held op by its legs (ol 
• Fjak, krai, kyaf, ad Ub.’ (Davison). 

breedino. Se.vor:, January (o early April, chiefly Febmarj-Ma 
j/cst, eggs (c/3 or 4) and breeding biology as in 767. Average size of jO ej 
41-8 X 30-3 mm (Baker). Foraging male on return wiih supply tap oi 
side nest ' window OfTces berries rcgurptalcd one by one and shifted i 
' to his bill-tip. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Keys to the Species and Subsp«i» 

In first-year bird primaria more narrowly pointed. recCTCes narrower (to 
adult Distinguished from adult ate by paler colorat|on wad. a fulraiu tinge ate 
the vent: all w-ng-coverts conspicuomly edgM wiifi fulvom; w,ng.qu.lli e^ 
srith pale grey except the outer primaries which are conspicuously marled wi 

"’ji^SzLtANEOus. Parasilixed by the deb /teerspWfr «■ 

(Rajagopalan, JBffHS 69: 62). 
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MEASDSZMZHn 



\Vmg 

BUI Tarsus 

T^ 


(from feathers) 


(f9 205-220 

100 - 1:0 44-45 

219-235 mm 


(depth 0 . 40) 

(Baker) 

Wing 3 d’d' 205-2I8_; 9 9 9 

185-195 mm (Kpek, SA). 



coLOusts or BAHZ PARTS. Adult male: Iris red-brown,; orbital skin black. Bill 
homy yeDow with a brownish red tinge on all but tip. and feet greenish slate to 
greyish sage- g re en ; claws black. Adult female: Bill wasy yellow with irregular 
brownish slate patches along culmm and at base of lower mandible. Rat as in 
Immature: Iris grey to brown. Bill pale yellow; commissure;, gape^ a patch on 
rithcr tide of lower mandibl^ and a triangular patch on culmen (nmr forehead) 
brownish slate colour. 

769. ' (Shaw) 

BtasTOS gbigalmsis Shaw, 1811, Gen. ZooL 8(1): 37 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1577, VoL 4: 304 

lOCAi. KAKE3. Kond'tti (Sinhala) ; Irattai chondu kHriai (Tamil). 

SIZE. Kite — ; length c. 59 cm (23 in^). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 768. Scc Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; Cc^on. Fairly common 
throughout the forests of the low country; seasonally (September-October) 
in the hills to c. 1200 m. 

OEKERAI, HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 768, q.v. ‘A loud kaa . . 
kaa . . . ka ka ka ka ... or somedmes kvk ... kuk-kuk^kuk ko ko kokoko which 
is answered by its mate in similar tones ’ (Henry). 

BREEDmo. Season, April-May, occasionally in July. Aiit, eg§s, and 
bleeding biology as in 768. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the Malabar populatioh (768) in bong much 
paler grey bdow and with much more white on the outer taff-feathers, the three 
outer pairs becoming pure white in old lurds. 

KEASOREME.NTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d’d’ 192-215 lOI-llO 38.-lt 210-226 rum 

9 9 191-202 • 82-89 37-41 186-213 mm 

Weight 1 (? 238 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris: ^ red; 9 brown. Bill: ^ homy white %rith a 
black patch at base of upper mandible, and another indistinct patch beneath lower 
mandible; 9 homy black vdth a long sharply defined white patch on lower portion 
of upper man dible. Legs and feet g r a-nUh plumbeous. 

Genus Ptilolaemus OgUwe-Grant 
PtiloUujrus Ogilvie-Grant, 1892, Cat Bds. Brit Mus. 17: 349 (in key), 392. Type, 
by subsequent designation, Bucrrorric^Z/iBlyth. (Richmond, 1902, Proc. U.S. Nat. 

Mus. 24:711) 

'Hiroat wen feathered. Casque smaD, compressed and sharp-edged. Feathers of 
head normal, lengthened posteriorly and forming a full crest Sexually dimorphic. 
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770. Whitctltroated Brown Hornbill. Plilolaemus lickelli erjsUrd (jerdon) 

Aro O r hin z s [ric] cutrn Jerdon, 1872, Ibis: 6 (Asalu, Cachar Hflb) 

Baker. FBI No. 1573. Vol. 4: 

Plate 59, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAME. lox (Cachari). 

SIZE. Kite -f; length cf c. 76 cm (30 in.), 9 smaller. 

FIELD characters, A mcdium-sizcd hornbill chiefly dark brown above, 
bri^t rufous below, with a small sharp-edged yxllowish casque on the 
culmen. Checks, throat and sides of neck white; foreneck pale rufous. Tail 
long, graduated, black and broadly tipped with white excepting the middle 
pair of rectriecs which arc all brown and without white tips. 

Female has sides of neck concolorous with crown. Below more grey- 
brown, less rufous, witii no rufous on forcncck or upper breast. Colour of 
bill as in male. 



STATUS, DisnuBunoK and habitat. Not uncommon where occurring, 
but distribution imperfectly known. Assam lulls south of the Brahmaputra 
and Luhit rivers, Nagaland (?), Manipur (?); plains, foothills and to 
c, 1000 m alt Affects evergreen forest. 

OENERAL HABITS. Kccps in noisy cackling flocks of 8 to 10 birds — often 
up to 20 or more — • to the tops of lofty forest trees, feeding in company with 
Pied Hombills and other fhigivorous birds. Very' restless, constantly moring 
about in the branches or flying from tree to tree in foUow-my-lcader style, 
the birds launching one by one and maintaining their individual distance 
in the air. Flight, as of the family’ — a few rapid wing-beats followed by 
sailing with the wing-tips upeurved, again a few flaps, and so on — but 
comparatively noiseless. 

FOOD. Wild figs, drupes, and berries; also insects, and doubtless lizards 
and other small animals. 

VOICE and calls. Loud croaks, chuckles and squeals similar to those of 
the Pied Hombills (774, 775), but somewhat less harsh. 

BREEDING. Season^ chiefly April to June. .Vert, a hollow in a tree at com- 
paratively low heights (4 to 8 or 9 m), sometimes higher. Partially walled up 
with the bird’s excrement and pulp of finiits etc. as usual, with the incubating 
female within who is fed by the male through the narrow’ opening through- 
out her incarceration. Eggs, 3 or 4, white, but becoming stained and dirty 

* The Dlvmration is cf a male of the cl«ely omflar nominate race (vrilh ell lail-feathen 
white-tipped) only known from Tenaserim, Lower Burmx 
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during incubation. Average size of 24 eggs 48*8 X 34-2 mm (Baker). 
Period of incubation undetemuned; reported by local Nagas as 24 days. 
Museum Diagnosis. For detaib of plumage see Baker, loc. eit. 

HEASUPiMENTS 

^Viag BQl Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 312-337 121-135 c. 50 281-297 mm 

^ (Baker) 

cou)URs OF BARE PARTS. Iris duU brown- BUI and casque dull wax-yellow, reddish 
yrilow on sida near base; orbital skin bluish white or bright blue (' pale yellow * [?] 
— Baker). Legs diUl homy gre en , dirty yellow at sida; claws dusky* black. 

Genus Aceros J. E. Gray 

Asms J. E. Gray, 1844, Zool. hCsc.: 85. Type, by* moaotypy, Acavi mpaleruis = 
Buenos nipalaisv' Hodgson 

Distinguished by absence of a true casque though basal portion of culmen thickened 
and sometima showing an incipient protuberance- Sida of upper mandible near 
base grooved or ridged in adult. Cheeks, chin and throat naked. Tail long and gra- 
duatoL Feathers of head long, loose and hair-like forming a bushy crat. Sexually 
dimorphic 


771. Rnfousnecked HornbilL Acnos mpal^nsis (Hodgson) 

Buenos mpalmsis Ifodgson, 1829, Asiat. Ra. 18 (1): 178, 2 pis. (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1570, VoL 4: 294 
Plate 59, &g. 9 

^ LOCAL NAMES. Dco _ yTsr ^ gojiu (Cachari); KoUp (Lepcha). 

- SIZE. Vulture; length c. 122 cm (48 in.), 
field characters. Male. Head (with bushy mop-like crest), neck, 

and breast rufous, chang- 
ing to maroon on abdo- 
men and blackish maroon 
fartiier down. Rest of 
upper plumage black, 
glossed with dark green. 
Outer primaria tipped 
W'hite. Terminal half of 
long graduated tailw-hite. 
Heavy hom-shaped y’d- 
low bill without casque; 
vertically* ridged with 
ada of upper mandible. Checks, ^lin, and throat naked, bright 
scMct; naked patch round eye blue. 

Fe male all black, but with outer primaries white-tipped as in mal^ and 
tcmunal half of tail also white. 

Young (immature) like adult, sex for sex, but with much smaller bill, 
and without the lateral ridga. 

STATUS, DtsnuBUTiox and habitat. Himalayan foothills to c. 1 800 m 
elevation, Nepal eastward through Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA. North- 
eastern Assam (Cachar). Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo Hills, East Paltistau 



(Chittagong Hill Tracts), .Effects tall evergreen forest; not uncommon 
patchily, but reportedly disappearing from many areas consequent on 
steady felling of primeval forest. 

ExtraJimtcl. Hills of Burma south to Tcnasscrim, northern Thailand and 
Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS. Chiefly arboreal and frugivorous. Occasionally 
descends to the ground to pick fallen fruit, moving in ungmnly shuffling 
hops. Keeps in pain or small parties of four or five to tall ferest on hillsides, 
sailing majestic^y across deep wooded v’alleys — 3 or 4 rapid, noisy* ‘ full * 
wing-flaps followed by* a glide on fiat outstretched pinions for 3 or 4 seconds, 
and so on. Has a curious habit of diving with closed wings for some distance 
fix)m time to time to make long swooping dips in its flight like a woodpecker. 
The male has a bizarre nuptial display accompanied by loud discordant roan 
and cackles. Perched on a bough * head throw*n back, red hair on end, his 
gular sldn inflated and his bill held erect and wide open. His wings hang 
loosely and slightly quivering, w’hilst every* now and then his long tail is 
jerked up imtil it almost touches the head * he shows off thus to his mate 
(Baker). 

FOOD. Large drupes and berries swallowed entire; the fhoits of Djsoxjton 
sp. and nutmegs {Myrisiica) arc especially* favoured; in one case 18 large 
nutmegs in stomach, complete with macc, wciglang 98 g (S.\). 

VOICE and calls. A variety* of loud roars, croaks and cackles. Male has 
a short * bark * reminiscent of the distant stroke of an axe upon a sapling; 
female’s bark slightly different in tone. Frequently uttered by* a pair in 
irregular duets, then easily mistakabic in the distance for two woodcutters 
chopping alternately* and sometimes striking almost together. 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, cfucfly* April and ^^ay. jVesf, a natural hollow in a 
lofty tree-trunk in forest, between 10 and 30 m up; walled up by the female 
from within with her own excreta and vasdd pulp of figs and other fruit 
remains; possibly supplemented with mud by* the male fium outside (as in 
767). She leav*cs a narrow slit or window* through which she is fed by her 
mate throughout tiic incubation period- The same hollow* is used year after 
yuar. Eggs, 1 or 2, white, v%Tth a coarse texture. Average size of 12 eggs 
59*2 X 43*1 mm (Baker). Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diacnos3. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. 

MZASUREMENCT 
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(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

d'd’ 

445-470 

215-240 

c. 74 

395-453 mm 

99 

434-440 

183-200 

(from posterior 
edge of cxdmen) 


(Balter) 

I o' 

467 

(chord) 

226 

72 

433 mm 

1 9 

445 

(chord) 

f.207 

64 

405 mm 

(SA) 
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PARIS, Iris dctp reddish orange (qS), claret (O); orbital 
tt8^ ridges on upper tLndible (up 

) blact Gular skm (pouch) brillant orange;Scarict criss-crosed with fine brown 
^mg; fleshy pads at sides of base of lower mandible deep purplish viilet con- 

f ® differ slighdy 

m details in the sexes and/or ages. Legs, feet and claws blaci. 

Genus Rhyticeros Rcichenbach 

Rrich^bach (5849), Ar. Syst. Nat. pi. L. No species; generic details 
only. Species added, Bona^rtc, 1854, Atenco Italiano 2: 312. Type, by subsequent 
designation, Buctfos plxeatus Lathara, i.e. Forster 
Casque small, rounded and corrugated in appearance, composed of plates the 
upper edges of which form alternate ridges and furrows. Chin and throat naked 
orming a pouch capable of great jnfiation. Feathers of crown long and loose forming 
a shaggy crest Serially dimorphic. 


772. Asgam Wreathed Hornbill. KhylkerQs undulalus ticekursti Deig;nan 
Rhyliccroz undula(us ticekmli Deignan, 1941, Auk 58; 397 (Huai Oi, 14 km north 
of the Ban Pale Li, Nan Province, Thailand) 

Baker, FBf No. 1567 (part), Vol. 4: 291 
Plate 59, fig. 7 

EOCAi. NAMES. Mo^ do la (Assamese) ; Daa rai (Cachari). 

SIZE. Vulture rt- Overall length o’ e. 114 cm (45 in.); female, with 
shorter bill, c. 98 cm (38 in.). y 


J3$ 



riEUJ CHARACTERS. A large black hornbill with entirely white tail. 

Male. Forehead, crown, and nape deep chestnut passing into black on 
hindneck. Sides of head and neck, and forcneck, buffy white. Tail all white; 
rest of piutnage glossy black. Bill pale yellow; naked throat-patch bright 
yellow. 

Female. All black except tail which is wholly white. 

. In high overhead flight jet black body and underwing, white neck, dark 
crown, and all-white tail are diagnostic of the male. On a nearer view the 
very bright yellow throat-pouch, puffed and sticking out like a goitre, ii 
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“'•-"'Wto tail makes the female 

Asrat™Nn'lT'!i'^Ar foothills, NEFA 

724Sm Iff ".f’r ^ P™” P'to'M level t 

.2 00 m. Affects forest and edges of clearings in tropical evergreen biotope 
Not uncommon, but usuaUy very shy due to persecution by locals almmi 
cveryivhere for its flesh and feathers. ^ 

Extrclmllal Burma Thailand, Indochinese countries and Malay 
Fenmsula north of the Isthmus of Kra ; Mergui Archipelago. ^ 

otborcal and frugivorous. Keeps in pain and 
?’’*'''ing m some numbers where food is plentiful. Has a 
p^ticulariy noisy flight, a riiythmic beat sounding like the puffing pant of 
a steam locomoUvc (SDR) audible at great distances. Flight— a ftw full 
wing-flaps followed by sailing and punctuated with occasional • whoojhing ' 

nZk '"pr 'i? ,T^ “ ‘T *" Pndulallons as in a wo^. 

pecker. Flight noted as noiseless m damp rainy weather (Stevens). Like other 
large hornbills to a very punctual time schedule of daily feeding circuiB 
and boosting flights. Large numbers congregate at sunset, firing high in 
.rr^ular follow-my-leadcr style over fixed routes for roosung h selected 
patches of giant bamboo or tall thinly foliaged trees. 

FOOD. Large drupes, wild figs and berries; also lizards and other sraaU 
animals. The morsel is jerked'up in the air from the bill-tip, caught in the 
Open gullet and swallowed entire. ’ ® 

VOICE and cales. Perhaps less noisy than most other large hombilh, 
Male utters a short raucous grunt from a perch, his tail drooping, bill jerked 
skyivarfs to the vertical at each call and then lowered again. This repeated 
from SIX to a dozen times in succession — a ludicrousiy mechanical perform- 
ance. ^ 

BREEDING. Srofon, chiefly April and May. Ms/, a natural hollow in a 
lofty tree-trunk usually at a great height — 25 or 30 m. Breeding biology 
similar to that of other large hornbills, e.g. Great Tied (776) q.v. £ggs, 
2, white, coarse textured. Average size of 25 eggs 63 x 43-2 mm (Baker). 
Incubation period unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bil/' .Tai^us ' Tail 

(from fcaihers) 

cJ'<? 458-505 202-219 (o’) 60-70 300-330 mm 

178-198 (9) 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Male. IWs orangc-fed fo Woocf-red,' orb/fal sHn duJI 
red to brick-red. Bill vcax-ycilow, tinged with dull orange at base; corrugatlonJ at 
base of both mandibles dark reddish in the furrows; casque duD yellow ivilh dark 
reddish furrou’s. Gubr skin bright yeno3»f to orange-yellow with a broad transverse 
black band, generally mterrupted in the middle. Legs and feet gfeenish- to b/ackish 
slate. Female. Iris brtnwi or grcy-bro\vn. Bill yellow without reddish tinge, 
Gular skin bright dark blue with transverse black band as in male. 
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773. Narcondam HorabxU* Rhyticeros (pticafus) narcondami (Hume) 
Rhytidoceros narcondami Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers I: 41 1 (Narcondam Island) 
Baker, FBI No. 1569. Vol 4: 293 
Plate 59, fig. 1 

LOCAi. NAMES. Unrecorded. 

SIZE. Kite 4-; length c. 66 cm (26 in.), 9 somewhat smaller. ' 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A medium-sizcd black hornbill with wWte t^l. 

Male. Head and neck rufous; throat a little paler. Tail white; rest of 
plumage black, glossed ■with dark green. 

Female. All black excepting tail which is white as in male. 

STATUS, 'DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Endemic; resident. Narcondam 
Island (Andamans). Was common and fairly plentiful 50 years ago. In 
1905 total ‘ world ’ population estimated by B. B. Osmaston at about 200 
individuals, all confined to an area of less titan 3 square miles (JBNHS 16: 
620-1). Reported in April 1969 to be still plentiful on the island (B. R. 
Grubh) . Estimated population 400 birds (Hussain) . Affects high forest rovering 
the lower slopes of the central peak (r. 700 m) down to the coast. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. Osmaston and Grubh both found them 
noisy and tearless, feeding exclusively on wild figs. Among other fruit items 
identified, Anamirta cocculus and Bassia latifolia. Flight heavy and slow (Hume). 

VOICE and calls. * Loud ko-ka-'ka-ka-ka with tone quality of domestic 
fowFs cackle. Often 3 or 4 birds sitting in a single tree calUng ' (Grubh). 

BREEDING. Season commences February; in fuU swing Marcfa/April. Ncst- 
holes chiefly Iiigh up in tree-trunks of Telrameles nudifiora^ Salmalta insignis, 
Parishia insignis etc.; many as low as 2 metres and exposed. Eggs 2, earthy’ 
brown in colour. Size c. 33 X 45 mm weighing c. 28 g (S. A. Hussain). 

Museum Diagnosis, Bill apparently varies considerably witir age in regard to 
the furrows well as its total length; proportionately to the depth it is shortcrin 
female than in male. 


MEASUREMENTS 


cPrii 

Wing 

303-305 

Bill 

121-126 

Tanus 

46-50 

9 9 

285-287 

— 

— 

4 (?t? 

. 305-322 

(from feathers) 

(from skull) 

I 19-123 

41^ 

3 99 

295 (3) 

100-109 

39-42 

fVcight 4 o’d’ 700-750 g , 

; 3 9 9 600-750 g. 



Tail 

195-198 mnj 
iBO-182 
(Baker) 

187-205 mm 
r. 180-189 mm 

(Grubh) 

' COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Irils: o’ - brilHant.orangc-rcd with a fine cirdc oFpale 

vetlow next the pupil; 9 da^k olive-brown with the same thin circle of pale yellw. 

Orbital skin rich smalt blue; gular skin same colour, in places lighter alnwl white. 
Bill uw yellow: furrows of casque light bro^vn, of a pinkish shade near base. 
and fccVtUck; rales ydlow (C. P. Cory, JBNHS 14: 372, nnd coloured plote). 

Genus Antiiracoceros Reiclienbach 
datirarorros ReicI.enBa* (1043), Av. Sy«. Nat., pi. xlix- No species :genme detail, 
only. Type, by subsequent dcsignauon, Sarms matahancur Gmelra 
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mronssa Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Av. It 90. Type, by subsequent designation, 
Bacitas mertoctros Shaw = Batms cemalas Boddaert 
Casque veiy high and large, sharp-edged and projecting in front, broader and 
carried back above crmvn behind, the upper outline curved paraiiel vnth com- 
raissure. Orbital skin and a patch on dther side of throat bare; 
of throat leathered. Tail long and graduated. Wings short and rounded. The sexes 
differ only in the coloration and size of bill, and shape of casque. 

Key to the Species 

Page 

Outer tail-feathers all svUlte; casque compressed and 


sides 


. A.coTonatus 


5IUC3 . ’ , 

Outer tail-feathers black svilh white lips; casque ronvamjne 


sides . 


. Aafnalaiaricut 


■774. Anthracoceros malabaricus malabaricus (Gmclin) 

JSuceros malabancus dmelin, 1788, Sj'st. Nat- 1 (1)^ 3^^ 

(India Chandemagor, epud Baker) 

Baker, FBI No. 1565, Vol. 4: 280 

Plate 59, fig- 6 zr* v 

EOCAI. NAStES. Hof lai Irk «, Klo dkiorsk (Assam); Daor-os koshUa 
size Vulture -! length o’ e. 89 cm (35 iii.), 9 somewhat , 

eield character, a large black and white (or bifl 

ma „* 

casque ending in ^ront in a 


cusque , 

single point. Outer Uil-fcatlicrs 
black, only nhi'e at tlie ends. 
See Key to tlie Spedes. 

Female similar but smaller, 
sritli a different colour pattern 
on bill. , 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION 0”° 
itARtra-T. Resident subject to 
local movements dependent 
chiefly on food supply (frnitmg 

seasons). From about Kalesar, Punjab <o 

Dun and the Siwalik range in'Kumaon ( occ-woml snnte i 
DelW- Frame, JBNHS 47: A;ra;„'nor.h a 

Sitldm tcrai,BcngaI duars, Bhutan andNEFA r 

south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland, ^ ‘ ^ hJadliya Pradesh 

Pakistan; Bihar. Orissa, eastern Andhra C3.0U 

(Bastar dish). Apparently overlapping swth Bengal, 

Wspnr (South Bihar) and and evergreen 

tufl hybrids knosvm. Affects open 
biotope, aUo groves of large mango and suchlike trees ar 

from plains level to c. 350 m. ^ Burma south to 
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Indodun^ countries and SE. China are inhabited by the slightly smaller' 
equivocal subspecies UucogasUr, 

GENERAL HABITS, Arboreal and mrunly fhi^vorous. Keeps in noisy 
parties of 4 or, 5 or small flocks of 8 to 10; larger congregations on fruit-laden 
trees {Ficus etc.) in company with Grey hombills, green pigeons and other 
fruit-eaters. Flight less noisy than of the larger hombills — a few quick flaps 
alternated \vith sailing, wing-tips upeurved and tail expanded, the birds 
moving from tree to tree in follow-my-leadcr st)de. Feeds a good deal on the 
ground, individuals and small parties not uncommonly seen hopping about 
to pick fallen fruit or seize creeping prey; food picked up in bill-tip, jerked 
into the air, caught in gullet and sv.'allowcd. Very fond of dust-bathing 
(Primrose, JBNHS 27: 950). Also takes termites from termite mounds, defdy 
picking up the tiny insects one by one in the point of the enormous bill; 
flying termites occasionally l^wkcd in mid-air by ludicrous ungainly sorties. 
Becomes exceedingly tame and makes an amusing pet when hand-reared 
from nestling, flying about loose and coining to be fed; but is a tyrant in the 
aviary and will kill and devour any small bird. 

FOOD. Wild figs, drupes and berries {Ficus, ^Metaw^ylon, etc.). ‘Pas- 
sionately fond of live fishes which it catches in sh^ow pools. Fish bones 
found in stomachs of several shot* (Inglis in Hume, SF 5: 20-21). Also 
marauds nestling birds from tree-holes, and takes lizards, snakes, and any 
other small animal that can be come by, 

VOICE and calls. A variety of loud shrill squeals and raucous cackles. 
Described as ‘ inane screams between the protestations of a dak bungalow 
chicken seized by the cook and the squeals of a three-quarters gro^vn pup 
recei\Tng punishment * (SA). A ‘ rapid, piercing kak-kak, kak-kak * (R. L. 
Fleming). 

BREEDiNO. Season, prindpally April and May. Nest and breeding biology 
as in 767 and 776, qq.v. Eggs, 2 or 3, wlutc, smaller replicas of those of the 
Great Pied Hombill (776), with a somewhat smoother texture. Average 
size of 1 8 eggs 49 *9 X 34*9 mm (Baker). Period of incubation undetermined. 

Muszuu DiAGNOsn. See Key to the Spedes. 

Juvenile. * A dull edition of the adult with but little gloss on the black parts 
of the plumage. Area round cy^ and sides of chin bare as in adults. Casque sniller 
and of diflerent shape. Tail-feathers naiTO>s'cr. Black marks on casque not so exten- 
rivc* fncchurst, JBNHS 36: 935 — for A. m. leacogaster). No indication of casque 
when 2 months old ; casque estimated to mature at 7 to 9 months of age (E. P. Gee, 
ibid. 36: 751), but the point needs elucidation. 

UEASUREUENTS 



Wing 

Bm 

(from forehead) 

Tanua 


d’d' 

■ 294-315 
(once 336) 

159-170 

60-68 

259-318 mm 

99 

280-301 

136-146 

e.60 

259-290 mm 
(Baker, SA, SDR) 


COLOURS OF BASE PARTS. Male. Iris red-brown to blood-red; orbital skin 
bluish white to pale purplish blue; naked throat-patch duller, more fleshy blue. 
Bm and casque wax-ydlow, a black patch running from the fore part of die casque 
to the centre of the job bctwe«ai the casque and the upper mandible; extreme Ikucs 


HORNBILJ-S 143 

blue-brown; orbital skm, check-pads and gular sldn pinkish creamy white. Bill 
creamy white; terminal two-thirds of casque, and patch at base of lower mandible, 
black (SA). BUI with the black less m extent, and absent on the back of the casque. 
Rest as in the male. 

Genus Buclros linnaeus 

Bueens Linnaeus, 1758, SysL NaL, ed. 10, 1 : 104. Type, by subsequent derignaflon, 
Buceros rkxnoceros Linnaeus 

Sbe large. BUI very large, stout, and much curved; casque large and broad, 
covermg more than basal half of culmen, the sides flat and vertical behbd, the 
top overhangbg m front. Posterior edge of casque broad and rounded, projectmg 
OTcr the head bdimd; its upper suriace flat or slightly convex posteriorly, concave 
b ISront tcnninatii^ m two lateral pomts, blimted m old males. Feathers of ned: 
and nape loose and long, but not formmg a real crest. Chm feathered; small orbital 
patch naked. Tail long and rounded. Sexes alike m plumage. 


776, “Great Pied Hombill* Buceros hicorms homrai Hodgson 
Ptmoj A«7tr« Hodgson, 1832, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 1: 251 (Nepal) 

Baker. FBI No. 1563, VoL 4: 284 
Plate 59, fig. 44 

LOCAL NAUE3. Homrai (Nepal); BanrSa (Hindi, Kumaon) ; Kudong 

(^‘^peba); Gdruda (Kannada); Gai^d (Marathi); AffliomerdiK (=‘mountam- 
*b*kmg*), Vczhambdl, Komhan rizhSmidI (Malayalam); Raj dhSnlsk (Bengal); Raj 
dhdrtiskf Hivdfig (Assam) ; Deo jung (Cachari) ; Tend go (Kacha Na^) . 

SIZE. Vulture; length E' to tip of bill c. 130 cm (52 in.), 9 somewhat 
smaller, 

CHARACTERS. A large black-and-white hombill 'ivith enormous 
hom-shaped ycllow-and-black bill surmoimted by a ponderous concave- 
topped casque, broadly U-shaped when viewed from the front. Face, back. 



i^dcrparts and wings black, the last with double white bars. Neck, lower 
aMomen, upper and under tail-co\xrts and white, the last with a 

broad bUti subtenninal band. 

white neck and wing-bars, and bbek band in the white tail, are 
diagnostic in fiighL 

Female si mil ar, but slightly smaller and with smaller bill and casque 
(see coloun of bare parts). 
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of casque and bill, and commissure, black. Legs and fret dull dark slate or g Tr i-ntt>^ 
flate. Female. Iris brown or grc>'-brown. ^Vhole fore part of casque, top and 
upper part of upper mandible, and commissure, black; bold -black ctrciks on lower 
man dible, the amoxmt of black variable but al\^•ay 1 more extensive in male. 

775. Lesser Pied Hombill. Antkracocnos coronatus coronalus (Boddaert) 

Buceros Coronatas Boddaert, Table PL gnlirm- : 53 (Malabar) 

Baker, FBI No. 1564, VoL 4: 2B6 
Plate 59, fig. 8 

mcAi. NAMES. Dhan ckiri (Hindi); Std^tnarn murght (Deccani); DhdnDh (U.P.); 
dkdrusk (Bengal) ; KucMS khS (Orissa) ; Wt^S (Marathi) ; Kcnari (Kcnkan) ; 
Peskia gonda (Gond) ; Pwwea kemdetta (Sinhala) ; Treitsi cherJu kSruri (Tamil) ; \7zhSmhdl 
(Malayalam). 

SEX, Vulture — ; length o’ c. 92 cm (36 in.), 9 somewhat smaller. 

nELD CHARACTERS. A large black and white (or pied) hombill with 
black neck, white imdcrparts and ponderous wax-yclIow and black bill 
surmounted by a high ridge-Uke casque ending in front in a single point. 
Very similar to 774 but with the outer tail-feathers all white. See K^ to the 
Species. 

Female similar but smaller, and wdi the bare parts somew'hat difler- 
cntly colourcd- 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; subject to local move- 
ments' governed by food supply (fruitii^ seasons). Extreme western part of 
W. Bengal bordering Chota Nagpur and Orissa (where it partly overlaps 
the range of A. malabaricus), Andhra and Madhya Pradesh. The western 
side of the Peninsula, cluefly the wooded country inland along the foot of 
the Ghats, fi*om about Ratnagiri (south of Bombay) through Goa, W. 
Mysore (Malnaad) and W. Tan^ Nadu (Nilgiri disL) and Kc^a. C^lon 
(* very local but fairly plentifully distributed in the more secluded forest 
areas of the Dry zone * — - Phillips). Affects open forest in evergreen and 
moist-dedduous biotope ; plains and foothills to e, 380 m« Also groves of 
large mango, Ficus and suchlike trees around forest villages. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Almost identical with 774, q.v. 

BREEDiNO. Season, in Ae Peninsula clucfly March and April; in Ceylon 
April to July._,y«rt, breetUng biology, and eggs as in 774. Clutch size and 
incubation period imdetcnnined. Size of eggs e. 55 X 38 mm. 

Museum Diacnoss. Sre Key to the Spedes. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

(from forehead) 

Tanna 

Tafl 

d’d’ 

315-342 

216-227 
(from gape) 

e.65 

295-335 mm 

9 9 295-328 

Weight 19 1000 g(SA). 

126-166 

e.61 

(Baker, SA) 


COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Male. Irfs orangc-rcd to red; orbital sldn black of 
blue-black. Bill wax-ydlow, black at base of true bill and of casque; also on tea mi na l 
halfor two-thirds of the latter. Bare tbxoat-patch flesh coloured (ydlovnsh pink). 
Legs and feet slaty grey, greenish grey or dark grey. Female. Iris brovm or 
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Young in early stage without casque, but rudiments of it appear when 
about dx months old. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; subject to local move- 
ments governed by food supply (fruiting seasons). The Sahyadri or Western 
Ghats complex-from about Khandala (18®N., 74®E.) in Maharashtra south 
through Goa, western Mysore (Malnaad), western Tamil Nadu (Nil^ri and 
assodated hills), and Kerala; curiously enough absent in Ceylon. A digunct 
population in Ac lower Himalayas from Kumaon eastward through Nepal, 
Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA, Assam, Nagaland, Mampur, Mizo and East 
Pakistan (Chittagong Hill Tracts). Affects evergreen and moist-dedduous 
forest, from plains level to c. 150)0 m in Ac Ghats and Assam hills; to c. 
2000 m in Ac Himalayas. 


Buceros hfeomfs 



Extralhraial, Burma, Thailand, Malay Peninsula, Indochinese coimtrics 
and Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABITS. I.arge2y arboreal and fiaigivorous; occasionally des- 
cending to Ac ground and hopping about to pickoip fallen fruits. Keeps in 
pain or small piartics.of 3 to 5 ; gaAcrings of 30 or more at lawhly fruiting 
banyan or peejm! {Ficus) and suchlike trees, and also at roosting sites. Once 
a con g regation of ‘ 1 50 to 200 birds ’ in SE. Bhutan lowlands (C. F. HamB- 
ton, pcnonal communication). Mo\'es along boughs by quick tmgainly but 
buoyant sidewaj-s hops, boimdng hghtly to a higher or lower perch from 
one branch to anoAcr. Co>'cn enormous feeding drccuts in Ac course of Ac 
day andis remarkably punctual in its visits to Ae \'arious trees; also in its 
roosting habits, Ac birA‘ usually following the same routes day after day as , 
to a fixed time-table. Flight laboured and very ndsy — 3or4dcHbcrateips 
punctuated by spells of sailing on outspread wings vri A upeurved tips, and 
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7Z,7 ’^'P P!’'' ;P’Pt“"ipun Bonaro - 

slZZx ““ ^ '-PP “SBjaAV -uoiiaqnau; 

Suunp ^^Jip puB pauiBjs guimoaaq <a,jqM XuiBajD jo aimm'-najniva,' 

•MOiaa D^niS '■ ‘P>° ® B=1IM 

Mopq punojS sqi uo pajaiji, poojjo sutBuiaj puB Bjajaxa asain Xn' ^aXa,,^ 
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768). Loud scrapbg noZ nTod2.2t ,u '' Grey hornbills (767. 

gliding, audible at considerable distancL Is h^Pping and 

to approach due to penecution by l^i ^'7' and difficult 

squabs taken from n«t), consTdered by Hum 

pheasant TIus, added to the iacrcasinJ^^ ^ snpenor to any fowl or 
habitats, especially in its peninsular ranfe^f '■aln-h>tost 
its numbers. Occasionally flies at m-eat i5-’ i, a marked decline in 

across forest-clad valleys Arrivef^ t ^“Shts and for considerable distances 

same route day aft^ day ^biSs f >^7 

larly 20 to 1 00 me"™rt T 

thinly foliaged trees the^indiJa i ”1® **’' branches of Irfty 

over seyeJ neighTouSn^ hut distribute 

metres above or below one anoffier " «=- 

late in the dusk. They sleep svith the I changing position tiU 

pointing at an upsvaetngk bhl 

var^spe'^^s'omtofve^/mf^’ "r ‘^“P“ 

h’zards snakes ear.: d “fe. Also miscellaneous animal items — 

too laiie m m "“^ing birds maraude from tree-holes. When 

flicke^D in f "'’?%*= struggling victim is battered into submission, then 

arly noisy at the commencement of tlie breeding season 
Sw‘^T°‘ ^^f.''‘=h~April in the Himalayas; February to April in 

ftcb possibly supplemented \vith wet mud brought by Se male as in Trrv 
stfrt ; -nsisteney of sunbaked diy..ln^ • 

ftl piStl of h "•»■-»* 'J*' "■-><= <-«<h the female'^d^ou^oui; 

the penod of her sclf-incarceration, and through svhich she and later the 
squabs, shoot out their exereta svith some foree. Lotion “ nit ofttn 

rfrmatmaf°h‘ “ formigbt C?) old, the waU is broken ^"^(b; ?;; 

Usu^TtheTa^r the youni: 

si^y the wall is rebuilt as before. Female moults her recfrices and remiv^ 

eli]ida™o"^Ai« 'W'hin, but details of the process need further study and 
text^er wtof ^ “toetimes only 1, (rarely 3. yi* Baker) ; coarse- 

ine ,h?d ' a becoming stained and difty during 

nm h y ^ggs 65-1 X 45-3 mm (Baker), Period of 

UetmedvTarah"””"^’ '“1'° ‘’"v' ’'f “"iol^tcd the same 

site IS used year after year, tending to become almost traditional. 

th' 6>ieaeck and sring-bands are 
M ,.‘“1^”^ "■'* bnght yeUow due to the bird's habit of smearing than with an 
oily hpoid exudation from the uropygial gland while preening. 
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iOAsuRZiomrs 

IVing Bill 

(from forehead) 

o’ 9 500-552 330-375 

Longat casque 192; widat 106; highat 56 mm. 

OOLOUSS nv DAtse ss* 1 - a - - 


Tamil 

7^75 


T«a 

380-432 mm 


- . -vu, signal no mm. , 

ooLotms or bars parts. Male. Ira blood-rrd n.n j 
voth red at tip and with orange in middle- front andS^V r ‘“S"* 

with ndge of bm just in front ofeasque. Female 

rd. In both sexa cirtumorbial skin fleshy pink ■ aU'ds “''“Hm 

plumbeous (WhistlCT). ^ ' ^^^s black. Legs and feet greenish 

Order PtciroRMss 

--3943; W 

Family Capitonidae; Barbels 

For some aspeca of taxo^t,7if;?’ ^ N« Val. 

106: 198-220. ^ relationships, see Goodwin, Derek, 1954, Hu 

.. ^*"“5 Meoalaima G.R.Grav 

3frgato™ G..R. Gray, 1842. Appendix to List Gen. Bds -12 Tvnr Iw • - . 
daignauoq and monotipy, flam, rraiji, Gm-I!- n ' - ^TPC. hy ongmsl 

>«.„ ™.«. M .,4. ■»“ ■»■■'> . 

Key to the Species 


.M. 


I Unda tail-coverls red 

n Unda tail-covats green 

A Saond primary shorter than tenth 

1 Head, nak and breast brown, streaked pala 

a A large naked orbital space (orange), exirading to gape. , . . 

b Naked space smalla, not extending t^giipe ' 

I ^Ving ova no mm, orbital space yellow 8/ / 

ii Wing under 105 mm, orbital space blackish. .’. . . .M. , 

2 Head and neck with bright colours 
c Chin and throat blue or bJuuh green 

iii Anterior crown red; forehead red 

IV Forehead golden yellow, oedput green .Af. 

d Cto and throat yeUow and grey M.fmUim 

c ^ro^tand wholchcad green. ,/^f, 

B Saond primary (as.) longa than eighth 

3 Throat yellow, checks blackish M.hamutplmh 

4 Throat orange, checks blue ' Ht w/A »»V(» 
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... .M./refiUinit 

157 

australis 

ISO 

M. haemsttphala 

163 

>tM. mhritepiUa 

I6i 


BARBETS 

Megaiaisia VIRENS (Boddaert) ; Great Barbet 

Key to the Subspecies 
Golour of head blue without any green tinge 

1 Gcn^l coloration palest; ycUow-streaked lundncck collar wcU 
developed .. . 

o rira-L^ . .e 

Uarker, more nchly coloured; pale streaks on hindnak few 

q , * ' ' ' * * Af. r. Tnagnifica 

Detest, most richly coloured; srith a greata amount of black on 

cuiracn , - 

* M, p. tru^ 
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777. Megaltdma virats marshaHorwn Swinhoe 

Migctairta matshallonm Swinhoe, 1870, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 6 (i): 348 (Himalayas) 
Baker, FBI No. 1427, Vol. 4; 106 


stzE. Myna -f ; length e. 33 cm (13 in,). 

coloured rather clumsy arboreal bird ivith 
T • gainly yellow bill surrounded by prominent bristles at base. Above, 



maroon-brown with violet blue-black head; below, olive-brown, blue and 
yellow with a bright scarlet patch under the tail (toverts). Sexes alike. 
Dipping woodpecker-like flight and expanded triangular tail proclaim ft as 
a barbet. 

STA-ros, DisTRimmoN and HAnrrAT. Common resident, with seasonal 
altitudinal movements. From Murree and the Salt Range in Rawalpindi 
dist., IV. Pakutan, eastiva'M in the Himalayas through Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, Garh\v’al and Kumaon to western Nepal where it inlcrgrades 
\rtth magnifica (778); between e, 1000 and 3000 m in summer, at lower 
elevations and in the foothills in winter. Affects moist temperate forest, 

GENERAL HABtrs. Kccps Singly Or in small feeding parties of 5 or 6 to 
tall tires, but will descend into lower bushes where fruits attract, and even 
venture into opener hill ordiards and cuIti\'auon enwrons. Gatherings of 
up to 30 or more frequently collect in large fruiting trees. In spile of its 
^udy coloration becomes astonishingly camouflaged amongst the frdiage 
and is dilBcult to see svhen silent^ as mostly in winter, since it usually selects 
the topmost branches and sits quite motionless. Has a habit, when alajmed 
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or suspicious, of dropping like a stone from a tree ovcrlianging a hillside 
into the valley below before making across to the opposite side. In summer 
the forest-clad hillsides and valleys resound srith its endless wailing choruses, 
yet even then the bird is seJdorrf seen except in flight. Flight swift and 
strong — a few rapid flaps followed by a drop with wings closed producing 
sweeping undtJations as in a woodpecker. The srings produce a whirring 
nobc like a green pigeon^s, as the birds flit from one fruiting tree to its 
neighbour, 

FOOD. Chiefly fruit — drupes and berries; insects — beetles, cicadas; 
flying termites, hornets — captured in clumsy aerial sordcs from tree-tops. 
Flower petals, e.g. rhododendron, aridly eaten, the whole flower being first 
revolved and crushed in the mandibles and compacted into boluses of 
crumpled petals. 

VOICE and caxi.s. A mournful wailing pi/io, piho or piSOy plao {p'thow) of 
great volume and far-reaching qU 2 diiy, uttered monotonously and inccs* 
santly (about 30 times per minute) throughout the day in irregular dioruscs 
by several scattered birds. Calling commences with a husky, halting piho as 
if the performer was clearing his throat in preparation. A bird svill call from 
the same perch for an hour or more at a stretch punctuated only by momen- 
tary pauses. 'While calling the beak is dghtly dosed, the throat j%vclU 
gradually almost to the size of a golf ball and deflates and inflates in a very 
curious >vay. .The mechanics of the process needs investigation. A rapidly 
repeated gull-like g)'ok S}'^k£}'ok and a hanh kair-r (Magrath) ; occasion and 
significance of these calls not suggested. 

Ductung is common: one bird (9?) repeats iuky tuky tuk (rather like a 
Coppenmith barbet but faster) at about two per second; its partner (o’ ?} 
accompanies this with a perfectly timed pihowy pihow, ad nausram. Both these 
calls sometimes also given solo. Particularly noisy at sunset when ilic vaflc>*$ 
resound with their wailing from all sides. 

(For a good account of habits, food and nesting sec Dodiworth, P. T. L., 
19II,JBNHS 31: 681-4.) 

BREEDING. Seosofi, April to July; earlier at lower cics’ations, later higher 
up. A'’«t, an unlincd hollow in the bole or upright bough of a forest 
3 to 5 m up, occasionally much higher; usually excavated by the birds 
themselves — sometimes a disused woodpecker hole. Diameter ofentran^ 
r. 8 cm, of c^-chamber r, 18 cm; shaft normally quite deep — between 30 
and 45 cm, SggSt 3 or 4, wlnte, longish ov^ls. As'crage sire of 25 
34-0 X 24-9 mm (Baker). Share of the sexes in incubation, and penod, 
undetermined. Both parents feed the nest-young. 

Musamc Diagnosis. For dctalh of plumage sec Baker, FBI 4 : I(H and loc. 6u 
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cototms OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brtrwn or reddish brown. BiH yellow on 
proximal half, black on distal half of culmcn and distal quarter of sides of upper 
mandible (tip while in many examples), ydlowish grey on middle part of culmcn, 
pale greenish yellow clsc%vherc. Legs and feet greenish slaty; claw homy black 
with greenish slaty bases; pads white (Bis^vas). 

778. Megalaima ezrms magmjica Baker 

Megolnima tirens magnijtca Baker, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 47: 43 (hladii, Manipur) 
Baker, FBI No. 1428 (part), Vol. 4: 107 
Plate 60, fig. 4 

LOCAi. NAME. Dcokwit Idma (Cachar'}, 

SIZE. Myna -L; length c, 33 cm (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A5of777. Scc Musciun Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DtSTRiBuno?; and habitat. The Himalayas east of western 
Nepal — Sikldm^ Bhutan, NEFA. Also Cachar, Nagaland, Manipur, and 
East Pakistan in the Cluttagong Hill Tracts; from c. 1000 to 3000 m. Affects 
subtropical evergreen and moist temperate forest, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAixs. As in 777, q.v. 

BREEDING. Seosoti, chiefiy April and May. JVkjf and eggs as in 777. Full 
clutch said by Baker to be of * 2 or 3 eggs, never 4 *. Average size of 30 eggs 
34*9 X 24*3 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnosb. Similar to M. ». marshdlorum (777) but much more deeply 
and richly coloured both above and below. 

MEASUREMENTS 


o’? 

4Vmg 

141-145 

BiU 

(from featHers) 
39-45 

Tarsus 

c. 32 

93-96 mm 

4 d'6' 

140-149 

(from skuU) 
45-48 

30-36 

(Baker) 

98-111 mm 

3 99 

139-145 

45-49 

32-39 

95-107 mm 

Weight 3 250-295 g 

COLOtn^S OF BARE PARTS. 

(SA) 

; 3 9 9 192-206 g (SA). 

As in 777, Noted also as: Iris brownish -crimson. B31 


ydlow at base, slightly greenish anteriorly; a broad homy black band, e. 5 mm 
wide, along ridge on temunal three-fourths of culmcn. Legs and feet oUve-plumbcous; 
claw homy black (SA). 

779. Megalaima virensmqyri 'Ripley 

Megalaima virens rypri Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61; 100 
(Drcyi, Mishmi Hills, NE. Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 1428 (part), VoL 4: 107 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE, Myna 4-; length r. 33 cm (13 in.). 

HEU) CHARACTERS. As of 777. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 


ISO PICIFORMES 

STATUS, DisrRiBxmoN and haeitat. Resident. Assam in the Mishnu 
Hills above c, 1200 m, in wet subtropical and temperate forest, 

GENERAi. habits, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 777, q.v. 

BREEDiNa. Season^ A'krf, ^SS^j etc. Not specifically described; doubtless 
as in the other races. 

Museum Diagnosis. Similar to M. v. magrdjica (778) but much darker. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS as in the other races. 

h^EGAL AIM A ZEYLAHlCA (Gmclin) I XiARGE GrEEN BaRBET 

Cf. Mukheijce, A. K., 1952, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 72: 34-6 
Rand, A. L. and Fleming, R. 1.., 1957, Ficldiana: Zoology 41 (l)i 87-8 

Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A Darker and richly coloured. M. z. ztylemta 152 

B Paler and less richly coloured 

a Brown on oom upper and lower parts more extensh^; breast- 

streaks very faint M. z, inoma/a 152 

b Brown on tipper and lower parts less extensive; breast-streaks 

broader and wider M. z. caniaps 150 

«• 780. Megalaima z^lantca camceps (Fniiklm) 

Buceo ctmiceps Franklin, 1831 (1830-31), Prec. Zool. Soc. London (I): 121 (‘On the 
Ganges between Calcutta and Benares, and the VindlnyM Hills between the latter 
place and Gurrah Mundda on the Nerbudda *) 

Tknnceiyx z^lartiem ibn^rc^ Whistler & Kinncar, 1934, Jour, l^mbay nat Hist. 

Soc. 37 ; 516 (Ranital, 2000 ft, Kangra) 

Baker, RBI No. X430, VoL 4: 110 

LOCAL NAMES. BoJi hosatita (Hindi and Bengali) ; Jokare pSkki (Bengal) ; KuiSmTa 
(Deccan); Kudrimga, Gvmma (M.P.); JTplSr (U.P.); Stmlerar (Bihar); KuUirgi 
(Marathi). 

SIZE. Myna ri-; length c. 27 cm (lOj in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A duEopy stout-billcd grass-grccu arboreal bird. 
Head, neck, upper back and upper breast browm, streaked with whitish; 
lower breast anci abdomen pale green. Under surface of tml bluish. A 
conspicuous naked orange-coloured patch around eye extending to base of 
biU. Sexes alike. 

Persistent kulroo calls and noisy dipping flight distinctive. 

Young (immature) similar to ad^t but obsolctcly streaked and overall 
much paler and duller, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. The lower western 
Himalayas (up to c, 800 m) from Kangra in Himachal Pradesh to Kumaon 
(U.P.) and w’cstera Nepal terai (to r. 300 m). Continental India west to 
Mt Abu and Gujarat, cast through •Madh>'a Pradesh and northern Maha- 
rashtra to Bihar, W. ^ngaf^straggling as far as Calcutta), and Orissa south 
to Godavari R. The races intergradc into one another and borderline ,cascs 
are difiScult to place. Affects well-wooded moist and dry dedduous coimtry, 
often frequenting roadside avenues and entering gardens within dty luait. 
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Has become conspicuously common and abundant in New Delhi during 
the last forty years due to increase in wooded gardens and roadside avenues 
with large Ficus and other fhut-bcaring trees in the process of the dt/s 
development as India’s metropolis. But is not a new arrival in the area as 
often believed, being described as ‘common' in the (Old) Delhi environs 
even in 1893 (J. Moray Browm in Stra^ Sport). 

GENERAL HABITS. Arborcal and eminently fru^vorous. Usually keeps 
singly or in small loose feeding parties, but gatherings of 20 and more 
fr^uently collect on a large fhut-laden banyan or pecpul tree in company 
with mynas, bulbuls, green pigeons and other frugivorous spedes. Rather 
silent in winter, but v.’axes extremely noisy with the hot weather, the jungle 
then resounding with its monotonous but characteristic calls throughout 
the day. As soon as one bird begins calling it is promptly and unfailingly 
joined by a second, follosved maybe by a third and a fourth and more 
within earshot, to sustain the uneven chorus ad nauseam. The sudden report 
of a gun s^■ill often start oflT several birds calling at once. The typical barbet 
flight is noisy and dipping, a few rapid ^^dng-bcats followed by a short 
downward glide. 

lOOD, Ficus figs, and a large variety of drupes and berries; flo\N’cr petals, 
e.g. Bauhiniaf and flow’cr nectar {EiythriTia, Salmalia, etc.). Occasionally docs 
damage to tomatoes in Idtchcn gardens. Also takes insects — ■ beetles, flying 
ants, etc. in awkward aerial sorties from tree-tops, and has been recorded 
devouring a lizard. 


VOICE and calls. Monotonous, almost incessant throughout the hotter 
parts of the day especially in the summer months. Calling begins 'witii a 
harsh kr-r-r-r, kr-r-r-r and settles down to a steady imvarying kutroo, kutroot 
kutroo or kutrikj kutruk, kutruk (or pocockj pocock, etc.) ; it is promptly' joined by 
other birds within earshot and continued as an. uneven chorus. 

Brzedino. February to June, chiefly March to May. AVjf, a hole 

m.a rotten vertical branch or tree-stem usually excavated by' the birds 
themsdves, at heights bct^vecn c. 3 and 15 metres. Eggs, normally 3 — 
occasionally 2 or 4 — pure white longish ovals. Average rize of 30 eggs 
29-3 X 22*3 nun (Baker). Laid on bare wood at bottom of shaft or on a 
scanty bed of chips fortuitously accumulated within during excavation. 
Both sexes work at drilling flic hole; share in incubation, incubation period, 
and other facets of breeding biology .imdetcnnincd. 

Museum Diagnosis. Nostrils exposed; rictal and chin bristles wdl devdoped. 
IViags thort and rounded; tail graduated. For details of plumi^e sec Baker, loc. 
ril.; for subspedes Key. 


MZASUR yw. «-r< 


<?9 

WTog 

116-123 

BiU 

(from feathers) 
'31-35 

Tarsus 

29-30 

TaU 

74—79 mm 

12 

115-127 

(from slruU) 
32-39 

30-33 

(Baker) 

71-79 mm 

7 99 

113-123 

33-41 

29-33 

72-77 mm 


(SA) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris brovm to Indian red; orbital slan ^^ght orange 
(paler and more ydlow in non-breeding season). BiB orange-brown, darker at 


and on culmcn (non-breeding), reddish orange (breeding); mouth pale pink. Legs 
and feet lemon-ydlow; clavi-s dusky. 

781 . Megalaima z/ylamca inomata Walden 

Megalavna inomata Walden, 1870, Ann. Mag. Nat. HjsL 5 (4) : 219 ( M al a ba r ) 
Baker, FBI No. 1431, VoL 4: 110 

ldcalnames. KuturgS Futur hdkki (Kannada) ; Ganda kemam (Tclugu). 

SIZE. MyTia +; length c. 27 cm (10 J in.). 

FIELD C3iARAcrrERS. As of 780. See Key to the Subspecies and Museum 
Diagnosis. 


STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Western India from about 
the Godavari river in Maharashtra south through CJoa and Mysore to 
Coorg district. Habitat as in 780. 

GENERAL HABrTs, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in conlceps (780), q.v. A 
minor pest of coffee plantations in Mysore, avidly devouring the ripe 
‘ cherries *, often involving appreciable loss to the growers. 

BREEDING. Seoson, cJucfly hlarch, April and May. Pfest and eggs (c/2-4) 
as in the other races. Average size of 18 eggs 30*5 X 21 *8 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnoss. Differs from the Kerala and Ceylon population (782) in 
havdng the brown extending further on to the breast and back. General plumage 
paler and duller with the streaks on the breast narrow and confined to the pale 
sEafts. Pale specks on wing-coverts wanting; streaks on head and tipper back less 
con spi cuous. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in M. z. conceps (780). 

Weight 1 5 I23‘g (SA). 



782. Megalaima zfjlcmca zejlcrdca (Gmelin) 

Bsao Zoleadeas Gmdin, 1788, SysL NaL 1 (1): 403 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1429, VoL 4: 108 
' Plate 60, fig. S 

LOCAL NAMES. KatuT AdjUx (Kannada) ; Qerju kamart (Tclugu) ; (Mala- 

yalam) ; Bellos letiSnsoa, GdihfJ tcttlrawts (Sinhala) ; Futur, FaJUtsnscit (Tamil). 
czE. Myma length e. 27 cm (10^ in#). 

FZEiD CHARACTERS. As c4* 780, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis, 

STATCT, DETRiBUTrON and HABTTAT. Resident. Kerala and southern 
Tamil Nadu, mostly In the moist-deciduous low country and foothills, some- 
times up to c. 1200 m. Ceylon *— widely distributed and plentiful throu^out ' 
tixe lowlands and lower hills to c. 1500 m. Habitat as in the other' races. 
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tJENERAt. HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAU5. As ixi 780, q.v. 

breediko. Season, in Kerala chiefly February to April; in Ceylon 
February to October, * chiefly March-April and again during September 
and October * (Phillips). J^cst and eggs (normally c/3) as in tlic other races. 
Average-sizeof 18 eggs 30-9 x 23*7 mm (Baher). 

Museum Djaonosis. Differs from the adjacent subspecies inomata (781) in having 
the chin, throat and breast rather darlcer bmwn and more conspicuously streaked 
with pale shaft-streaks. It is abo slightly smaller- - 

MEASUREMENTS (of Ccylon birds) 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

7 o’d’ 106-113 30-33 27-29 ' 61-69 mm 

8pp 1/0-118 32-36 27-29 63-71 mm' 

(HW) 

Weight 1 o' 87 g (SDR): 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in M. z. ctmheps (780). 

Megalaima Lineata (Vieillot): Lineated Barbet 

Key to the Subspecies 


Darker Af. /. tana 

Paler Af. 1. hodgsoni 


Cf. Ripley, S. D., 1950, tom. eit. xnfrai 101-2 (ranges of forms in Nepal). 

783. Afegalaima lineata rana Ripley 

Megalaima aylanica rana Ripley, 1950, Proc, Biol. Soc. Washington 63: 101 
(Bajora, Dailckh dist., west Nepal) 

■ Baker, FBI No. 1432 (part), Vol.A: 111 

LOCAX. NAMES. JTtkijlrla, Khotoor, (Nepal); Bado tdrSnlo, ffolCr (U.P.). 

SEE. Myna +; length c, 28 cm (I I in.). 

FiEi-D CHASACTERS. As of 784. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATU?, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. The Himalayan sub- 
montane tract from the edge of the tcrai and tlirough the foothills up to 
r. 1000 m; from Kumaon (Dchra Dun dist.) to. west-central Nepal. 
Apparently replaces the subspedcs hodgsoni in west-central Nepal at levels 
above the tcrai. Affects moist-deciduous biotope. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in Af. 1. hodgsoni (784), q.v. 

BREEDING. Season, end March to middle June: most eggs in flrst half 
April. JVkft and eggs (c/2-4) as in 784. 

Museum Diagnosis, Very similar to Af. 1, kodgsoni} originally described as larger 
and darlxLi 


MEASVRESIEmS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tail 

8 o’d' 

128-135 

(from skull) 
34-36 

78-82 mm 

8 99 

128-142 

(4 rmd.) 
34-37 

(4 msd.) 
77-85 mm 



(4 nud.) 

(4 imd,) 
(BB, Fleming) 


I But not readQy disiinguubable; validity of the nihfpecies conndered equivocal by some 
authorities. 
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OOLOUM OP BARE PARTS. As in Af. 1. kodgsom. 


»vn. 


imeota hodgstm Bonaparte . 

* Bonaparte 

Mtgalt^ hoigstm Bp. = Bonaparte, 1850, Comp. Av. I--I« fNomI 
.to S^. cent^ Nepal, b>. Ripley, 1950, Prt.c Biol. Soc lVa^Lg,S^63 M 
Thancajx Imataj mUmahus Balter, 1918, Bull. Brit. Om. a. 39; 19 
\ (Pahpoon, Burma) 

Migohxrm lineala Ulru Muihcrjec. 1952. BuU. Brit. Om. Q. 72- 36 
(C3tahala, Simlipal Hills, Orism) 

Bator, FBI No. 1432, Vol. 4: III 
Blale 60 , ftg. I 

nzE. Myna + ; length c. 28 cm (J ] in,). 

riEim oiARAmM. A dumpy stout-billed grass-green arboreal bird 
snmW to Gmm-Barbet (780) but much ^ bmadly p^^teS 

conspicuous, not extending to the gape. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DETWBtmoN and uaeitat. Resident. West-central Nepal (svhere 

northern Bihar, 

Ann* Assam, Manipur, and East Pakistan from 

I'ti lon'Iands, and south to the Orissa 

hilh. Affects mout-deciduous btotope frequenting Kght secondary forest as 
weB as we^sTOoded gardens, roadside avenues ot Ficus trees, etc. 

'^niland, the Indochinese countries and Malay 


OENXR^ Very similar to Green Barbet (780 and races), &om 

whiA It IS seldom differentiated in the field by casual bird.vatchen. Keeps 
singly or in loose feeding parties on fruiting Ficus and suchlike trees in 
company wth other frugivorous birds. Extremely noisy in the hot ivcather, 
its resounding chorusm, joined in by several birds ivitliin earshot of each 
other, continued practically irithout intermission throughout the day, ivith 
occa^onal bursts during moonlight nights as well. Fh'ght, as typical of the 
barbels, noisy, rather heavy and dipping. 

FOOD. Mainly fruits of all kinds [including phalsa [Gretna) in iou' bushes 
strawberrip on the ground]; flower nectar (c.g. Salmalia and Eryikina)\ 
insects — termites, larvae and grubs — and small animals such as lizards 
and tree-frogs on occasion. 

VOICE and calls. Very similar to the Green Barbells and doubtfully 
rccogmzable as different when casually heard. On a critical lisicning-in 
perhaps rather mellower and softer, sounding morch’ke kotur, kolur, kotufthan 
kutrii or its other renderings (sec 780); ako a variety of guttural chuckles 
expressive of anger, agitation and other emotions. Baker describes ‘ a loud 
musical whistle apparently only used to call together scattered members of 
, a family flock \ which we have not heard. 

BREEDINO. Season, end March to mid June, the peak periods 'Varying 
Jocally, P/est, a hole cut into a rotten branch or snag at heights bch^ven 3 
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and 12 metres; diameter e. 8 cm, depth up to 50 cm coding in a widened 
egg chamber. Eggs, 2 to 4, ■^vhite, elongated ovals averaging e. 32 X 23 mm. 
Ikid on the bare wDod or a scanty bed of fortuitously fallen-in chips. Both 
sexes share in excavating the hole, incubation, and feeding the young. 
Period of incubation undetermined: estimated to be 14 or 15 days- 
Museum Diagnosis. Very similar to Af, z, eanieeps (780) but with much broader 
pale streaks above and brfow. Pale spots and striadons on upperparts confined to 
extreme hpper back. Bare patch roimd eye smaller and separated from base of bill 
by a broad line of leathers- Differs from Af. 1. rana (763) in bring slightly smaller 
(?) and paler. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

cT 9 123-137 36-33 29-30 82-86 mm 

(Baker) ' 

A large series from Nepal, Bhutan and Buxa duars ri'p Wing 119-139 cim 
(licchurst). 

Wright 1 <? 139 g ; 2 9 9 149, 170 g (Paynter). 

cxiiLOURs OP BARB PARTS. Iiis bfown; cyclids and orbital skin deep yellow. Bfll 
homy yellow, oilmen and tip darker. Legs and feet fleshy yellow to orange-yellow. 


785. Small Green Barbet. Megalaima uiridis (Boddaert) 

Buceo viridis Boddaert, 1783, Table FI. eidum.: 53 
(Mahe, India ex Daubenton, pL 870) 

Baker, FBI No. 1434. Vol. 4: 113 
Plate 60, fig, 2 


LOCAL NAME, ChhotS tdsdntkS (Hindi). 

. SIZE. Myna i; length a. 23 cm (9 in.'). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dumpy grass-green bird very similar to and easily 
confused with Large Green Barbet (781) but white check-stripe diagnostic. 


iven at a distance. 

j46om, crown, and nape dark brown with a blackish band runmng back- 
vard from eye, a short white supercilium, and a broad white stripe from 
he lores through the car-coverts. Below, chin and throat wHtuh; br^t 
pvlutish streaked ^rith brown; abdomen and vent pale green. Naked orbital 
satch much smaller than in 781 and blackish brmvn (p. orange). Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRiBirnoN and habitat. Resident; common. The Sahyadn 
it Western Ghats complex (including P^giri and Palm hills) from Kerala 
lorthward to about the Narbada river; extends east in southern pcninsidar 
india to the Shevaroy and Ghittcri hills (Tamil Nadu). Evergreen and moist- 
icciduous biotope, from plains level to e. 1500 m (Ac commonest barbet 
It Mahablc5h\var). Occurs up to c. 1800 m in the NUgim, occasionally to 
2300 m. Affects wooded country; abo gardens and grovrs in the nri^bour- 

hood of to^vIlS, NiUagcs and culdvafaon. ^ ,r /— .v 

ntNERAL HABITS. Very Similar to the larger Green Barbets, M. 
and Af. lineata, qq.v. UsuaUy keeps in pairs and small parties, but 20 to 30 
birds tff more will collect on a fruit-laden banyan or peepid tree to vt% 
^ rtit ttnd other frugivotou, I, of 

dupSdL anti pvai to eontintal bickenng Mid fi^unS wth iB fellow 
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feosters. Froqucnlly clings to trunks and boughs of trees, clitnbtng up like a 
woodpecker. 

FOOD. Mainly fruit, espedaUy Ficus figs, but it is also largely tnscctivoroui. 
Often makes serious raids on kitchen gardens and orchards. Alleged to came 
considerable waste in S. Indian coffee estates by guzaUng the npe ‘ cherncs 
and scattering the valuable seeds or “ berries’, but extent of damage unduy 
exaggerated. Regularly takes insects on tree-trunks, and flying termites in imd- 
air by clumsy aerial sorties from tree-tops. Is also fond of flower nectar £7- 
thrim, Grcrilka, Bombax, etc., and may be incidental in their cross-pollination. 

VOICE and CAiis. Calling starts with a loud explosive pm-m (e. one 
second). Notes confusingly like the larger Green Barbeo (qq.v.), per jefa 
slightly higher in key but hardly distinguishable unless heard side by 
Also sounds more like pucock, pucock, pucock, etc. (c. tsvo pcr^sccon ) 
the kaisoo, kuirco of the former. Particularly 

ing season, calling incessantly from dawn till dusk, some mdividw . 
continuing fer into or throughout moonlit lughts. As soon as ^ 

calling a second some distance away promptly chima * 

third and a fourth and so on tiU the forat resounds wth an almost dc^^g 
uneven chorus. OccasionaUy utters a single note tuk, very like the Copper 

Season, overaU December to June; 

December and March in the southern part of its i^ge. JV«I, ^ 

of the other Green Barbets - a hole in a rotten branch or 
by the birds t-honselve, almost any height from the ground 
10 metres; occasiouaUy higher. It is not unusual 
»me tree, in some case leading to the s^e 

mdifferent years. Eggt, wuaBy 3, sometima 2 or ^ 

as characteristic of the barbcB. Average site of 30 e^ 26 2 X 2 3 
fflaker). Frequently two broods are laiscd. Both stxa incubate and f'™ 
young, at fint by regurgitation and when olda on enure bema. Incuba 
period 14-15 days; fledging period t. 36 days (S. A. Yahyal. 

Mrasuu Dtaottosa. For details of plumage sec Baker, It^ at. 
p«,.“ptial moult mid no spring moult. Worn bis* «e 
^crovra and breast, the latter becoming much whiter with the waring 

brown margins to the fathers. . . i,_a .nd brast It* well- 

Young (immature) like adult but the straimg on head and eras 

defined and head rather paler. 

BHl Tartu, T«I 

,.,3 ,.27 65-70 mm 

(from skull) 

«age of iVing 19 <J- 9 103 mm. TTiere b no rigoiScant difference m «« beUreen 
■ds from the northern And fouthern parts of the range. 

Weight 16 o' 9 71-90 dark brown, erelM, ««! cir- 

»rot7»s or axa ^ BiB brownbh flesh colour, browner cn 

awrbiml skin slaty brown or and feet greenbh grey; 

[men, pluinbccmj *t gape; mouth ptnklA grrf. H 

^^22;^F*rai«red by duck Wkysa/.; (Ra^gopalan. 

tmS69:62). 


e<9 


Wing 

97-113 
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786. Tello-vvironted Barbet. Megalaima fianfrons (Cu\icr) 

Buceo Jlcrifrom CuWer, 1817 (1816), R^gnc Anim.; 428, note 2 
(Ccyloa. Based on Lc\’aiilant, Ois. de Paradis, pi. 55) 

Baker, FBI No. 1440, Vol 4: 120 
Plate 60, fie- 7 

LOCAi. NAMES. Mukcldng kotlCTVica (Smhala); A'utir, Kxikkunaw: (Tamil). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c. 21 cm (8| in.). 

HELD CH^ACTERS. _ Similar to Green Barbet (782) but slightly smaller: 
dark grass-green above golden yellow forehead and vcrditer-blue face 
and throat. Below, pale green, the breast feathers boldly scalloped ^^^th 
emerald-green, producing a scaly pattern. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRtBUTiON' and HABITAT. Endcmic to Ceylon. Plentiful but 
locally distributed in the low-country Wet zone and in parts of the-Dry zone 
(especially in the Eastern Pro\-ince). Generally abundant in the Mils to 
e. 2000 m. Affects forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to Green Barbet (782), q.v. 

FOOD. Nfainly Ficus figs, and various drupes and berries. Does consider- 
able damage to fruit in orchards, of which it is a minor pest. Occa^onally 
also takes animal food — insects, lizards, etc. 

VOICE and calls. The call -wMch resounds in the forest- * commences 
v.ith a rolling and ascending kowowowowowo changes to kuicr, kuiar, 
kuiar . repeated many times; it b alwap answered by the performer’s 
mate [?] from perhaps a hundred ^•ards away ’ (Henry). Cf. 785. 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, not Well dcfMed; breci practically throughout the 
year but chiefly March to May and again during August and September 
(PhilUps). Xest and eggs (c/2 or 3) as in Green Barbet, the latter pure white 
and oval with a smooth texture. Average size of 38 26*6 X 20*7 mm 

(Baker) ; apparently laid at intervals of more than 24 hours judging from 
the disparity in the nestlings. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc- cit. 

.MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

di9 87-93 21-25 ' 22-25 52-58 mm 

(HW) 

Weight 2 o’ 57, 60 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, Iris light Tcd. Bill greenish horn colour, darker about 
the nostrils. Legs and feet greenish or bluish. 

787. Goldentbroated Barbet. Megalaimafremkluitifrankltmi (Blyth) 

Bww Frer-Uteu Blyth, 1842,Joifr. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11 (1): 167 (Darjeeling) 
^cr, FBI No. 1444, Vol. 4: 124 
Plate 60, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Binldst, BSgkbasi (Nepali); Dco^eala (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dumpy gi^-gTCcn barbet wth crimson and bright 
golden crown, grey car-coverts, and a broad black superdlium from bill to 
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vertex. Crown behind this crimson, with a black streak on cither side running 
back to nape. A short superciliuiu and feathers round cy’C, ear-co verts, chin and 
throat, verditcr-bluc. A crimson s{>cck on cither side at base of lower mandible; 
a crimson patch at base of tbroat on cither side. Base of bill surrounded by 
conspicuous blade bristles. Sexes alike. 

The subspcdcs described and illustrated by Stuart Baker (Fauna 4: 119) as 
Cywiops csiolicc Tuhescens from the Khasx and Cachar hills, Manipur etc. and 
sporadically met with also in Bhutan and elsewhere in the eastern Himalayas 
is merely a variant of the nominate form. It is 'Similar to C. criaffra oiwlfra Imt 
with the upper parts suffused with crimson; the under parts flecked and 
streaked with crimson, though in varying degree and generally less so in 
females than in males’. 



STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt; common. The lower 
Himalayas fi*om ^V, Pakistan Punjab (Rawalpindi disL) and Kashmir 
eastvsTird through Himachal Pradesh, U.P., Nepal, Sikkirn, Bhutan and 
NEFA Also Bengal (common in Calcutta City), Assam, Nagaland, Mani- 
pur, Mizo Hills and East PaHstaa; from plains level to c. 2000 m. In the 
Himalayas occupies a lower altitudinal zone in summer than Goldcuthroated 
Barbet (787). Affects well-wooded country — light deciduous and evergreen 
forest and groves of trees (especially Ficus) around >illagcs and in urban 
gardens. 

ExtralierSlal. Extends south to Burma and the northern Shan States. 
Other races in Yunnan, Thailand, IndocMnesc countries and Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not appreciably different from those of the Large and 
Small Green barbets, qq.v, 

FOOD. Mainly fruits; occasionally mantiscs and other large insects whidx 
are whacked limp against the perch before si%-allcnring. 

VOICE and calls. Casually almost indistinguishable from those of Large 
Green Barbet (780) ; critically, softer and in a somc^vhat Mghcr key, sound- 
ing more like pitarflk, /“Itarilt (3 syllables) more rapidly repeated than^ccedt 
or kuirv}: (2 syllables) of the former; often ends in a rippling kdr-nr. In the 
distance sometimes strangely reminiscent of the rattling till of Red Spurfowl 
(275), q.v,, but less loud and more * nutty Song iso described as koof 

tooicedso repeated ci nzusten^ the first note lower, the three others 

rapidly uttered (Desfayes). Indulges in the same irregular ducts and choruses, 
confused and made still noisier by both the spedes often calBng toother in 
the same locality. 

BREEDING. Scoscr^ o\*craIl Jklardi to June, (July, \*arying with altitude. 
Akrt, the typical barbet hole excavated in a dead tree-trrmk or decaying 
branch, bet\s-een 2 and 8 metres up, ^Vhca in a horizontal branch the 
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nape. Chin and throat golden yellow with an orange spot on each side of 
base of bill near gape. Sexes aHke. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident. The Himalayas from 
Central Nepal cast^vard through Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA Also Cachar, 
Nagaland, Manipur and Mizo Mils; East Pakistan in the CMttagong HiH 
Tracts. Affects forested hillsides normally between c, 600 and 2400 m. 
Inhabits a Mghcr altitudinal zone in summer than the Bluethroatcd Barbet. 

Extraliimtal, Northern Burma, southern Yunnan, northern and central 
Vietnam and northern Laos (Peters). Otiicr races in Thailand and Malay 
Peninsula. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not apprcoably different from the Green and Blue- 
thiGated barbets, qq.v. Arboreal, noisy, and gregarious when feeding on 
fniit-ladcn trees. 

FOOD. Mainly fruit; o<x:asionally insects. 

VOICE and calls. Variously rendered : a w'ailing pe^a, etc. reminis- 

cent of the calls of the Great Barbet (777) but somewhat Mghcr pitched, 
rritcrated monotonously for considerable periods. A single note zoowk {ow 
as in owl) preceded by an undertone pk or puk audible only at close quarters, 
thus* actually puk-ivctck, repeated for many minutes at a stretch in inter- 
mittent runs, fkilling b^ns with a rolling km-krTr and settles down to a 
monotonous pukwowk, pfZfaxwtok, pukivowk — ad nmiseam. 

BREEDDcc. Seostm, April to June, mostly during May. Ffest, the usual 
barbet hole in a dead tree-stump or rotten branch between 2 and 5 m up, 
cxca\'ated by the birds themselves. Eggs, 3 or 4, white, rather long to broad 
blunt ovab. Average size of 50 eggs 27*4 x 21*1 mm (Baker). Both sexes 
share in drilling the hole, incubation, and feeding the young. Period of 
incubation undetermined. 

Museum Diacnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. caL. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bill Tanus Tail 

019 97-109 23-28 24-28 59-68 mm 

(from skull) (SA, BB, Stresemann) 

Weight 6 (JicP 79-101 g ; 5 9 9 72‘-94‘g (SA, Payntcr). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bfown. Bill btack, greyish at base of both mandibles. 
Legs and feet greenish slate; pads dull yellow. 


788. Blnethroated Barbet. Megalaima astatica asiatica (Latham) 

'TTogon osiaticus Latham, 1790, Index Om. 1 : 201 (ineffa = Calcutta Jide Baker) 
Cyanops rabesems Baker, 1896, Novit. Zool. 3; 257 (Highest ranges in the cast of 
the Cachar Hills). (Erythristic form) 

Baker. FBI No. 1436. Vol. 4: 116 
Plate 60, fig. 5 

i^>CAL NAMES. Bddd hdsdnth bairi, Bddi benebo, Ktmd (Bengal); Kattak (Lcpchal; 
Rstnki, Bdsantha (Nepal) ; Hueururu (Himachal Pradesh) ; Deo tukra gadebe (Cachar) ; 
Tvktdkra sor&i (Assam). 

SIZE. Myna; length i. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A gaudy grass-gTccn barbet with vcrditer-blue chin and 
throat. Forehead crimson, then yelloivish, followed by a black band across 
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entrance-hole is on the underside. Approved sites arc used year after year, 
but whether by the same or a different pair is not knowm. Evidently a fiosh 
entrance-hole is cut at each occupation. Eggs, 3 or 4, white. Avcrs^e size of 
40 eggs 27*8 x 20*5 mm (Baker). Both sexes share all the domestic chores; 
period ofincubation undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt 
Young (immature). Duller replica of adult, the crimson fordicad and crown 
intermixed vsith dull green and blackish. Nestlings have the whole upper head dull 
green. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wng 

BUI 

(from skull) 

TanxB 

Tail 

o’ o’ 

102-112 

26-30 
(once 32) 

27-30 

60-68 mm 
(once 74) 

9 9 

100-109 

27-30 

27-30 

60-68 nun 
(BB, SA SDR) 


Weight 13 o> 9 62-100 g (SA Paynter). 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris rcddish brown; fine rim round eye brownish salmon 
colour or orange>yeUow. BUI pale greenish hom, black on culmen and anterior half 
of upper mandible, homy black on sides of anterior third of lower mandible. Legs 
and feet sage green or greenish slaty; claws homy brown; pads greyish vdiite. 

789, Indian Bine-eared Barbet, Megalaima australis cyanotis (Blyth) 

Buxo rrcrstij Blyth, 1847, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 16 (1) ; 465 (Arakan) 
Cyc^s csstralis wxisa Ddgnan, 1941, Auk 58: 398 (Pang Makham Phong, foot of 
Doi Pha, Sakaeng, Siam) 

Cyanops nhuslinstns Baker, 1896, Jour. Bombay naL HtsL Soc. 10: 356, pL F 
(North Cachar Hills) 

Cf. Ripley, S. D., 1953, Ibis 95: 547-8 
Baker, FBI No. 1443, VoL 4: 123 
Plate 60, fig. II 

LOCAL NAME. Doo tukra kesfdba (Cachari). 

SIZE- Sparrow -b; length 17 cm (64 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A small bright grass-green barbet distinguished 
diicfly by its gaudy multicoloured head-pattern. ‘ Whisken * (riclal bristles) 
projecting beyond tip of bill. Lores, forehead and forccrown black, the 
feathers fring^ witii pale blue; Mndcrown cobalt blue. Ear-ccrv’crts pale 
vcrditer-blue with a crimson patch above and another below. Chin and 
throat pale \*erdiccr-bluc. An area below eye mixed yellow and bright red 
di^'ided from cMn by a black moustachlal stripe. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. RcsidcnL E. Nepal, Sikldm, northern 
Bengal, Bhutan, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo (?}, East Pakistan 
(Chittagong Hill Tracts) ; terai, duars, and foothills up to f. 1200 m. Affects 
tMck evergreen foresL 

Extrclirdtcl. Burma wjuth to northern Tenasserim, Thailand, and the 
Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of the Crimsonbreasted Barbet or 
Coppersnutii (792), q.v., though more restricted to heavy jun^e. Usually 
seen ringly, perched on the very summit of some tall tree whence it keeps 
calling for hours at a time (Davison). 
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roop. Mainly fruits, - occasionally some insects. 

VOICE and calls. A peculiar, somewbat Ijarsh metallic double note 
too-ftoT, ioo-lurr or too-mk, too-rock unlike that of any other barbet, but closer 
in pattern to that of the Green, endlessly repeated. 

EREiiDiNO. Season, April, and early June. J^est, the t>-pical barbet 
CTca^tjon xn a dead firee-trunk or branch, usually in dense forest. Eggs 2 to 
4, white;' probpbly laid at longer than 24-hour intervals, Avcra;?e size of 
^ 24*5 X 18*3 mm (Baker). Both sexes share all the domestic chores. 

Period of incubation undetermined. 

_ Museum Diagnosis, For detaUs orplmnage sec Baker, loc, ciL 

Young (immature) has the whole head green, washed vdth blue on throat and 
sides of head. 

M£ASUREMEJTI3 

Wing ' BiU 

(from feathers) 

77-^5 18-21 

Weight 5 9 32-38 g (Pajnter). 

COLOURS OF BARE >ARTS, Iris dark brown or reddish brown. BUI dark homy ' 
brown, yellowish green on base and gape, black on culmcn and tip. Legs and feel 
dull green, or yellowish green to slaty green. 

Megalaima RUBRicAPiLiA (Gmclin): Crimsonthroated Barbet 

Key to the Subspecies 

Chin, throat, supercil i u m , and suborbital patcb crimson 

* M, r, fTuiIabariea. 

Chin, throat, supercilium, and suborbital patch orange 

A M. r. fubricapUla 


Tarsus Tail 

c. 21 45^50 mm 

(Baker) 


790. Megalaima mbricapilla mdabanca (Blyth) 
malabanca (Blyth) 

Bucto rnalabaricus Blyth, 1847, Jour. A-tiat. Soc. Bengal 16 (1): 465 (Malabar) 
Baker, FBI No. 1440, Vol. 4; 129 
'l^late 60, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. TZkSjt (Tclugu)j AUktH (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow +; length c. 17 cm (6J in.). 

riEUi cHAHAcnxRS. A dumpy little gra»s-greca barbet very like the 
Coppersmith (792) but with chin, throat, fbreneck and upper breast crimsoii 
(in addition to forehead and forccrown), the last streied ivith black. A 
crimson patch below eye and a similar speck on check. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident; common but local. The 
Western Ghats complex from about Goa (Savantwadi, e, I6®N,) south 
through' Kerala, indudiag the NUgiris, Palms, and W. Mysore (Malnaad); 
low country, foothills and up to a, 1200 m. Restricted to evergreen biotope, 
here bring the ecological counterpart of the Coppersmith of more deriduous 
lades. 

11 
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monte hab^ comadcs with that of SmaU in th7^; ;S 

« tho ^ppermuth’s doc5 with that of M. (782). Gm^om 

non-b^g aoasou. Very nummom in smith fodian cofiL “ 

^ are grmra as stodt^ consorting with green pigeonr, mywu and 
other frupvorous birds to feed on the figs. In flight fioS^top t^L^ 

j when alighting. ^ 

voim and Indistinguiihable from Coppersmith's -a metaiUc 

OT etc. rej^ted monotonomly for many minutes- 

perhaps .a trifle softer and also quicker in tempo- ^ * 

(normally 2, rome- 

3) indistin^hable those of Crimsonbreasted BarLt (792) 
Average ste of 10 eggs 24.7, X 1 7-7 mm (Baker). Incnbatibn by both Les- 

period 14-15 days, fledging r. 36 days (S. A. Yahya). ^ ' 

Museum Diacnosts. For dctaih of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit 
Young (immature). Like adult but duller, with the whole head green or onl. 
mth yeUow traces of the crimson patches ofadulL Young indisting^ble from 

that of thenommatesuhipedei of Ceylon (791). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skuB) 

d"? 78-fla J5_18 J7_20 35-39 mm 

Weight I o? 38 g (SA). i (Sa, Baker) 

cou>VM or SAKE KAKn. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible homy brown; lower 
pale fl(^ colour at chin, plumbeous at gape and sides creept near terminal portion 
which is brownish; mouth greyish pink. Legs and feet coral pink; daws homy 
brown. ^ 

^ MECELLANEOUS. Pamitiied by tick ffaemapfpsalis spinigera (Rajagopahn, JBNHS 


791 . Megalaima rubricaptUa rubricapilla (Gmclin) 

Bucco Tvhriaipmta Gmclin, 1788, SysL Nat. I (l); 4^)8 (Ceylon) 
Baker,,FBr No. 1449, Vol 4: 130 
Plate 60, fig. 10 

LOCAL names. Mini (Sinhala) ; fiithiTiinfe (Tam2). 

sizfiv Sparrow -b; length c. 17 cm {6} in.). 

FiELi) CHARACTERS. Similar to Crimsonthroated Barbet (790) but with 
chin, throat, superciUum and patch below eye orange-yellow instead of 
crimson. Oimson patch on foreneck, and nat of imdeiparts, as in 790. 
Sexes alike- , 

STATUS, DisTBiBimoN and HABITAT. Subspcdcs cndcmic to Ceylon- 
Plentiful throughout the Wet zone and in many areas' in the Dry zone and 
lower hills to c, 1300 m (Phillips). Affects openly wooded country with a 
scattering Ficus trees. 

GENERAL RAfim, FOOD, VOICE and cAxxs. As in 790, q.v. The sustained, 
monotonous calling is described by Henry as ‘ somedmes a slow tcok, tcck, 
wok . . • , but more ofren a rapid, throbbing pc^ op op opop t>p, popopepop 
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op op , , , , usually in fi-syllablcd beats, but sometimes in 4 or 5 syllables *. 

SREEDiNO. Season, December to September, chiefly March and April 
(Phillips). P{est and eggs' {p. or 3) as in 792. Average size of 10 eggs 
25*1 X 18*1 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters and Key to the Subspecies. 

KEA5UREMEN7E 

' Wing BiU Tarsus 

75-83 16-18 18-20 33-38 mm 

(from skull) (HW) 

Wright 1 36 g ; 2 9 9 32, 39 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARS PARTS. IxTS red-'browo. BUI black. and feet coral red 

(Baker), 
r 


792. 


Crimsonbreasted Barbet or Coppersmith. Megalaima 
hamacephola indica (Latham) 


Buuq indiass I,athazii, 1788, Index Om. 1 (1) : 205 (India) 

Buceo Ivuus Lesson, 1830, Traiti d’Om, 3: 163 (Pondicherry) 

Xemtholaema haatiaeephala amfusa Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol Soc. IVashington 52; 78 
(Londa, Bombay State) 

Baker, FBI Nos, 1446. 1^47, Vol. 4: 127, 128 

Plate 60, fig. 8 ' 

LOCAL NAMES. JTdtphSrS, Xambt^at, Basdnth lisora, ChhoUs ^drdniA.-(Hindi) ; Chheta 
bisdnOia bdtsri, BhSgirdih (Bengal); PAoak hdsbnth (Bibar); Bdsdnih sorSi (Assam);-- 
Hetuluka (Nowgong, Assam) ; jSkBik, Sonar, TStnBdt (Marathi) ; Tilktukijfo (Gujarati); 
TUSji, Kdmsdli pitta (Tdugu); Chen^rtskotti (Malaj-alam) ; Mdl kotldnacS (Sishala); 
SUma kuhffuoSn (TamU). 

SIZE, Sparrow 4-; length c. 17 cm {6} in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A small dumpy gmss-grecJi barbet with yellow 

throat, crimson breast and fore- 
head, and grecn-streaked yellowish 
imderparts. Shorts truncated tail, 
distinctly triangular in flight- 
silhouette. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DiSTRlBtmOH and HABI- 
TAT. Resident; common and very 
widely distributed. Practically 
throughout the Indian Union 
(including Assam and Manipur), 

X c. \ ^th PaHstans, Nepal, Sikkim, 

Bhutan (terai and lowlands), 
and Gcylon; plains and foothills to r. 2000 m in dry- and mcrist-dcriduous 
biotope- Rare in the arid portions of Sind, Punjab, Rajasthan and Kuteb. 
Targriy replaced in the heavy-rainlall areas of the southern Western Ghats 
by M. r. ssidabanca (790). Affects the lightly wooded countryridc, roadride 
avcntt« and gro^-cs of trees (especially Ficus sperics) near villages and 
cuKvation, and in urban gardens and compounds _ a a .l 

Extraihralel. Southern Yunnan, northern Malaya, Thailand and the 
Indochinese countries. Other races in the Phflippine and Indonesian islands. 
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OBNSRAL HADITS. T.ikt- othcT baibcts entirely arboreal and eminently 
frugivorous. KeqH-Solitary or in pain and parties of a dozen or so — • somf 
times large gatherings of up to a hundred or more on abundantly {hating 
Krtc, trees — in company with bulbuls, mynas, green pigeons and other 
fruit-eaters. Fond of sunning themselves in the morning on bare lop bran rites 
of tall trees in bcfivcca spdis of feriling, sitting inert or flittu^ about to 
near one another. Comparatively tilent in winter, its calls becoming um- 
quitous as the hot season waxes; particularly vocal during the hotter 
of the day, A spell of rain or cold immediately sUmccs the birds. Flight 
straight, with rapid flaps, rather like a finch in distant silhouette p^- 
cularly when several are flying off together from a tree-top as alter 


unning. ^ j t • 

food. Banyan, peepul and other ^vild figs; varioUs drupes and bemes. 
Occasionally moths and flying termites captured in clumsy aerial sorues. 

VOICE and calls. A loud rather metallic tuk (or tank ) , . , ^ - filfe 
nd so on, reminiscent of a distant coppersmith hammering on hu roct^ 
Repeated monotonously for long periods, flic tempo varying ® 

revaUing emotion from about twice a second to three in two . 

een timed as last as 108 to 121 fiZfa per minute and 
rithout a break. When the spacing is coirect, sounds exccedmgly hke toe 
mc-signal pips of All-India Radiol The calb usually start wth a ^ 
ibdued fuJe and steadily work up to an even pitch in volume and tone, i he 
ird’s beak remains shut: a patch of bare sldn on other adc of the th^t 
iflates like a rubber bulb and collapses with earii tUk, the fralhcrs o ^ e 
timson breast-patch standing out like a short beard; (he whole btxiy, t^pcaaiiy 
dl, is jerked and the head bobbed and turned from side to side producing a 
nious vcntriloqidstic effect. 

BBJCEDmo. Sfosm, overall November » June, mainly February to 
Pril: in Ceylon, December to September, mainly from Febniaiy; oiten 
VO broods raised in quick succession. AVrf, a shaft excavated m a d» or 
xayine softwood branch or snag (Mmnga, Peniaraa, 

c.) e. 25-80 cm deep— usuafly c. 40 cm— ending in a slightly mdraed 
lamber. Egys, 2 to 4, normaUy 3, glossless white, longuh ^ “ 
ire wood at bottom of shaft. Average size of i 00 eggs 25-2 X 
iaker). Both sexes share all the domafle chora. Fenod of incubation 
idetermined. 

Mdszvm Vuanosa. For detaib of plumage see Baker, 1m dt. — ^ 

Young (immature) dmilar to adult but the grem a duDer and ratto gr^ 

tint Forihead, crown, «id nape unUbrm with rest 
e red. Hack, «»i grey of the adulL VeJIow above W ^ 
iind ere and esr-emrts, and on moustadual itrealL ^ 

iia and throat greyiih white ringed with yeBow round the dun^ tJei. Breast 
eyiah green merging into the streaking of the Ioto beast —ahlr 

^^^St-nuptial complete; no spring mouh. Fost-jur^ 

^ a. fest^ ^h,iistiogt»h.bIe from ad JL ^ 
e birds constantly scraping in and out ofreos^g ^ ^ 

BU change in the plumage, the upperpart. lookmg 

[faymh green aa in fresh plumage, thus oSenng fmrptmg -coops to estiesprfiing 
:«to<i of new tuta^jedeil 
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Wing 

Bin 

(finmikul!) 

Tksu* 

T«il 

78-a4 

16-20 

17-21 

33—38 mm 

75-83 

17-20 

. 18-21 

30-37 mm 
(SA,^ 


Wei^t 10^ 9 32-47 g (SA, SDR, Paynto). 

ooLOtJUS OF BARE PAR.*!?. Iris bfovmj cydidi (rim) coral-red. Bill dark homy 
brown or black; mouth pale pinkish grey. Legs and feet coral-red; claws black; 
pads ydlowish. 

Family Ikdicatoridae: Honcyguides 
Por descripdon w Van Tyne, J.', and Berger, A. J., 1959: 482; Stresemann, B., 
1927-34, Aixsi 840-1; Baker, E. C. S., 1927, FBI 4: 131; Friedmann, Herbert, 
1964, Artide ‘ Honcyguide * in Thomson, A. L. (ed.). }few Diet Bcrdr, London 
Kew York. 

Rqnresented by three genera and eleven spedei in A&ica; only a single tpedes 
within Indian limits, and one in Malayria. 

(See 'The Honey-guides* by Herbert Friedmann, 1955, United States Nat. 
Mus. Bulledn 208, pp. ra 4- 292, Washington.) 

Genus Iksxcator Stephens 

IwSealor Stephens, 1815, in Shaw’s Gen. Zool. 9 (1): 131. Type, by tautonymy, 
InduatcT SpasTmami Stephens Cuoilus indicaior Sparrman 
Bm short, stout, and w'dl curved. T^-feathers twdve in our only speaes. IVrng 
long and pointed, vdth nine primaries only. Ventral feadier-tract forked on the 
throat but not on each side of the breast. 

Indicator xanthonotus Blyth: Honeyguide 


^ Key to the Subspecies* 

Paler; f<^ehead orange-ydiow T. x. xarJhintQtax 

Darker'; ydlow of fordiead restricted posteriorly . fdcus 


* Distinctness oC rodclt^ &om nonunate uncondrmed for want of addi- 

taooal specimens from the type locality. 

793. IndkatcT xanthonoltaradcl^'Hysiixc. 

In&ater raddiffi Hum^ 1870, Ibis : 528 (Kalabagh, Hazara dist., W. Punjab) 
Baker, FBI No. 1450 (part). Vob 4: 131 

wxiAL KAScES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIEU) CHARACTERS. As in 794, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Presumably resident; very rare and 
tporadic. The Western Kimalayas from die Afghan fronder (Ha z ara, Bannu, 
Murrec), eastward to Garhwal, Kumaon and posably western Nepal (hut 
no spedmens). From r. 1500 to 3000 rn, posribly moving aldtm^nally with 
»casoM. Affects coniferous and dry deciduous forest with cliffi and rock 
scarps. May posably range above tree-Une. 
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The type of was collected in Jxme 1867 since when the bird has 

been observed perhaps not more than half a dozen times but no inore 
specimens procured; the last seen was on 2.iv,1923 by Whisder at Truin, 
Dharmsala, c. 2900 m in oak forest ((jurreur smeccrpifolidj. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAixs. VcT^ Utde toown. Sits upright 
and motionless among top branches of trees in a dove-like attitude, head 
sunk on breast, plumage rather puffed out and vdngs drooping (Magralh, 
JBNHS 19; 153-4). 

BREEDING. Unimown, 

MwEtjif Diagnosis. Distinctness of dm population from nominate xerdhenota 
uncon&mcd due to lack of spedmens. 

UEASUREMENTs and COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in xonAoTtotus (794). 

794. IndiccUn’xanihmwlusxaidhonotus'Siyth 

IndicaioT xailhonotus Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11 (1): 116 (Daijeding) 
Baker, FBI No. 1450, Vol. 4: 131 i 
^PUte 103, &g. 1 

LOCAL KAUEs. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.), 

FiELn CHARACTERS, A spaTTow-likc oUve-brovru bird wth a rather stout 
finch-like biU and glistening • orange-yellow 
forehead zind cheeks. Middle of back pure 
yellow; lower back and rump orange-y^o^v 
conspicuous when the bird sits, as is its habit, 
with the wdngs pardy drooping at the sides; 
also contrasting strongly dark upperparts 
in flight. Upper tail-covcrts and tail blaclash 
brown; under tail-coverts black, scalloped 
paler. 

Female more or less similar. 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HABrTAT. Resident. EvidenUy not uncommon, 
but easily overlooked. The Himalayas from cast-central Nepal (Baglung dist. — 
Fleming) eastNvard through Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal (?), from c. 1500 
to 3500 m. Also observed (ssp.?) in Garhwal (Valley of Flowers — ^Hussain, 
JBNHS 75 ; 487) . Affects mixed broad-leaf and conifer forest in the neighbour- 
hood of bee-nesting difis and rodc-scarps. May possibly range above trec-Une. 

general habits. As in 793 and 795, but little known. Nothing known as 
to whether this species guides humans and other mdliphagous ammah to live 
bees* nests as its congeners and relations are reputed to do in Africa. 

FOOD. Bees and probably other hyraenoptcra, taken in the air by clums)' 
fiycatching sallies in the manner of a bulbul (Smythies). Also clings like a wood- 
pecker to combs of rock bees when the bees arc absent (e.g. in winter). Feeds 
predominantly on wax from abandoned combs, even on pieces fallen to ground 
below. Gizzards of specimens contained beeswax almost cxdusivcly, but also 
some insect remains. 

VOICE and calls. Sec under 795. 

breeding. Season. The only positive indication is provided by a female 
collected in Nepal on May 7 (1962) with the largest of three developed ovarian 
foUides measuring 8 mm. Its dilated oviduct, moreover, showed that the bird 
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had laid (Dicssclhorst, 1968), Presumably brood-parasitic on barbets like other 
honcyguide spedes in Africa, but breeding biology little known in India. 
However, a remarkable mating system, described as 'Resource-based non- 
harem polj^yny*, revealed by recent stupes in E. Nepal. A male holds a bees’ 
comb as hh territory throughout the year. Copulates \vith females visiting 
comb to feed during the breeding season, April— May. Males without territory 
apparently seldom have a chance of mating (Cronin Jr,, Edward, in Living 

BiTdm6). 

Museum Diagnosis, For detdU of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt, 

Female, S imilar to male but slightly smaller and duller : rump-patch sulphur 

ydlovr (o.bri^t orange-yellow); ydlow areas on forehead, crown, and ride of throat 

paler and less extensive. 


RZASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

dd 92-97 8-9 1^15 34-61 

^ 82-92 f.9 1^14 53-55 

{from feathers) (Friedmann, SA) 

BUI from skull 3^5 11-5-12 mm, 2 $ 9 11-12 mm. 

Weight 4 J ^ 29-34, 3 ? 9 26-29, 3 o? 28-31 g (SA, SDR, Diesselhont) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. *Iris dark brown; bare drcumocular area very pale 
Jfren. Bill yellow, somewhat dusky terminally; at the base of both the maxilla and, 
he mandible, as wcU as on the chin, black bristles arc present, none present above the 
^rge, swollen, triangular nostrib. Tarsi and toes pale greomh homy* (Friedmann). 


795. hu^atoT xanthonotusjvlvns Ripley 
XrafiedtTr xanthoTvoUuftdcta Ripley, 1951, Postafla, no. 6, Feb. 28: 2 
(Pfutscro, eastern Naga HUls, Assam) 

1 Baker, FBI No. 1450 (part), VoL 4: 131 
NAME. Jlfe^Jti m hlie para ( = the bird tliat cats bees, Naga) — SDR. 
SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). « i_ .i. 

CHARACTERS. As in 794, q.v. Remmiscent of a flycatcher ■when 
perched on a tree-top. Sefe Museum Diagnoris. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimON and HABITAT, Eastcm NEFA, NE. Assam 
(hfargberita area), Nagaland, hlampur; above c. 1500 m and at ^ 
2100 m, possibly higher and moving altitudinally with season- Affects 
denser and wetter forest than 793 and 794. 

^traliodtal. Northeastern Burma, 

^^■^^itAL HABITS.- As In 793 and 794. 

As in 794. . . . 

VOICE and galls. An occarional single ival uttered on the Aving during 
foe aerial fiycatching sallies (Smythies, this 1949 : 645). 

^^zedinc. Unknown. , . .kw 

Musruv DiACNosa. Darker nonunate xaniftonofai ; more blaclash boui aoovc 

and bdw. -with the >-e!low of the forehead more restricted posteriorly. 

Bin Tafl 

57 mm 

10 56 mm 

(from skull) (SDR) , r 

T • , brown. Bill ^-enowish horn, distal half of upper 


I 

1 9 


Wing 

90 

86.- 


* p* 


Family Pxcidae 

For docription sec Van Tyne, J., and Berger, A J.» 1959: 484; Stresemann, E., 
1927-34, Aksi 841-3; Baker, E. G. S., 1927, FBI 4: 3-4; Joachim Steinbacher, 
1964, Artide ' Woodpecker * in Thomson, A. (ed.), Aiw Diet Birdt, London & 

New York. , t_r 

Key to the STthiasasiues 

Page 

I Shafts of taD-fcathen stout and rigid Picinac 176 

II Shafts of tan-fcalheniort and flexible 

A Nostrils concealed by feathers Picummnac 172 

B Nostrils not concealed by feathers but 33anly covered by a mcm^ 

Jl^nghiae 168 


Subfamily Jyncinae; Wrynecks 
Genus Jynx Linnaeus 

Jynx Linnaeus, 1758, SysL Nat., ed, 10, 1; 112. T>*pe, by monotypy, Jjnx torquiUa 
Linnaeus 

BiH of moderate length conical, compressed, pointed; nostrils large, near the 
culmcn, not covered by plumes but partially by a membrane. Plumage soft, brownish 
grey in colour, miautdy tpedded. Wing pointed. Tail more or less square, about 
three-quarters length of wing or more; rcctrices soft and flexible. 

Jynx torquilla Linnaeus; Wryneck 

Key to the Subspecies Page > 

Largest, pale above, sparingly spotted J. L lorqtnlla 168 

Brownff, with conspicuous and more blackish on nape 

and back; riarVef ochre otv throat J- L chirams 1 70 

‘ Underparts more vermiculatcd and barred rather than spotted 
J. t. fdmele^cna 170 


796. Jjnx torqmlla torgidlla Linnaeus 

Jyttx ToTqidUa Linnaeus, 1758, Si’sL NaL, ed. 10, 1: 112 (Europe = Sweden) 
Baker, FBI No. 1423, VoL 4: 99 
. Plate 62, fig. 1 

LOCAL -KAMES. CdtdSn ^englha (Hindi); Meda radingodu (Tdugu). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c, 19 cm (7J in.), 

nsLD CHARACTERS. A sHm, rilvcTy grcy-brov.'n bird, streaked, speckled 

and vermiculatcd with black and 
fulv'ous above. Below, whitish with 
arrow-head markings producing a 
finely cross-barred pattern. Tail with 
3 or 4 conspicuous dark bands. Sexes 
alike. 

Decepdvdy sparrow-flke, pardcu- 
larly in fiighL Qa a flashir^ glimpse 
also xnistakable for Great Reed 
\Varbler in foe appropriate habitat. 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. \Vxnter ^’^ritor (r. September to 
March) to West PaHstan (Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab), Nepal terai, and 
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through Rajasthan, Gujara^ Maharashtra and svcstem central India 
south to Kerala (Jaclison, 1967, JBNHS 64; S 68 }, Precise subspecific deter- 
nunatson, of syinter spedmens often equivocal, and of sight records impos- 
able. Recorded as passage irigi^t in many localities. Affects semi-deser^ 
stunted thorn jungle, open deciduous scrub country and cultivation. 

ExlTolimUd. ‘Breeds in Europe and W. Asia from S. England, 
N. Scandinavia, Finland, Russia and W. Siberia north to lat. 64°N. on the 
Yenisey and east to Lake Baikal, south to die Pyrenees, the Alps, Yugtnlavia, 
Bulgaria, the Caucasus and 'lien Shan. Winters in the Mediterranean 
region, AlHca south to the Equator, and India ’ (Peters). 

Jynx torguWa 



m Breeding range i J. t. hmatajmea lygyz). a J. /. toryaii/j ( 796 ). 

3 y. I. chinmsis ( 797 ). 4 J- l-jfpuniia (RE). 

oenerai. HAsrrs, food, voice and calls. As in 797a, q.v. 

BREzoiND. Extraliinital. 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumages and structure (also bionomics) 
see Witherb^', 1 938, 2 : 292-6. 

Differs from J. L diimnsis (797) in being paler, less brown above, wirb tbc dark 
markings on nape, back, and scapulars brovmish rather than blackish. Betow^ paler 
on throat and upper breast, the spots and vcrmicaBidons on the underpnrts being 
finer, less coane. 

SIEASOKEMENTS 



Wing 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’d' 

83-91 

J4~I7 

'19-20 

61-71 mm 

9 9 

83-91 

— 

— 

— mm 
(\^^'the^by) 


Wing 30 (Sweden) 84-94 (av. 89) mm — Vaurie. 


COLOUM OF BARE FARTS. Iris hard brm™. Btil, legs and fret pale brownih 
bom colour. 

797. JjTiv torqmlla ckinaisis Hesse 
Jrnx toTJiuHla ehtn^mis Hesse, I9I I, Om. Monatsb. 19: I8l 
(CJiina, Tsiogtao, Shanttmg) 

Baker, FBI Ts'o. 1424 (part), Vol. 4; 100 

LOCAL MASSES. Cirddn' r/unglha (Hindi); Mcda Rsdiegaifii (Telugu); D>s f,n 
(Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 19 cm (74 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As ill 796. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN anti HAEITAT. Winter visitor (e. September to 
March-April) to eastern India including Sikkim, Bhumn, Assam and 
Marapur; also East Pakistan. Winter ranges of the populations not worked 
ouL Affects open scrub country and cultivation environs. 

■ Extralmilal. Breeds from the southern end of Lake Baikal, N. Manchuria 
and the Amur south to N. Szechuan and the Yangtze Valley. Wmters in 
India, Burma, Thailand, S. China and northern Indochinese countries 
(Peters). " 

OENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 797a, q.v.' 

BREEDiKO. ExtraUmical 

Museum Diaonosjs. Differs from nominate tcrqihlla (796) in being darker: 
browner above svith the dark marfa'ngs on nape, back, and scapulars usually better 
defined and more blackish, less brownish; darker ochre on throat and upper breast, 
the vcrmiculationi and spots on the underparts averaging slightly coarser (Vaurie). 

iJEASUni-ittZSTS 

Wing 20 82-87 (av. 85 -5) — Vaurie. 

coLotms OF BARB PARTS. As in 796. 

797a. JynxtorqmlUkhmUyaruiVzxixie 

Jjnx torquUla himalayana Vaurie, 1959, Amcf. Mus. Novit., No. 1963: 9 
(Insban, Wardwan Valley’, Kashnur) 

Baker. FBI No. 1423 (paiO. Vol. 4: 99 

LOCAL NAML- Vhi mot (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 19 cm (7J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 796, Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and nABtTAT. Breeds in the NW. Hinahyns from 
the Kurram Valley (?) to Chitral, GUgit, Ladakh, Baltistan, Kashmir and 
Himachal Pradesh Com e. 1500 to 3300 m; arriving in Afarch-Aprii, (caving 
e. September. In summer frequents the belter ivooded portions of bottom 
valleys with orchards etc., and edges of the thinner mixed forests. Winters 
south in the plains ; bill the winter ranges of the populations overlap oitensiveiy 
and have not been worked out. Specimen, Sambalpur dist., Orissa (JBN'HS 
76:162), 

Bxlratmilot. , Probably extends to Badakhshan and southern Tadzhikistan, 

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps ongly or in pahs: transient ’invasions' may 
erupt locally for a day or two on migration. Is fairly common in appropriate 
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habitats in winter, but apt to be overlooked due to its drab sparrow-like 
appearance and unobtrusive behawour. A bird ringed in Saurashtra in 
October 1960 was recaptured in the same locality the following year almost 
to the date (Shivrajkutnar, JBNHS S8:807).TIiough a meroberof the wood- 
pecker family, feei more on ground Aan on trees. Clings to upright steins 
and branches, where its coloration is remarkably obliterative, as well as 
perches crossivise like a true passerine. Picks ants etc. off branches and from 
crevices of bark, but does not ‘ drum ’ like woodpecker. Hops about on the 
ground with ufl partially cocked, like Indian Robin, picking ants and 
crawling insects: frequently flushed in open scrubland while thus engaged. 
Flies up into a branch or bush when distiu-bed, soon descending again to 
resume feeding. Dipping flight, habit of twitching the wings upon aiighting, 
and general behaviour very finch-like. When su^rised within its nest-hole 
or handled, has a comical way of stretching neck and bill upivards, erecting 
forehead feathers, and screwing neck continuously from side to side like a 
clockwork toy, whence the name ‘ Wryneck ’. This apparently an agonistic 
posture to deter would-be enemies: but the bird makes no sound nor any 
attempt to peck. 

FOOD. CKuefly ants and their eggs and pupae. In an intensively cultivated 
area in Bihar, stomachs of 8 examples found crammed almost exclusively 
(up to 500 in a single stomach) with the ant PhidoU mnlinri, with a few 
examples of Camponolas compressas and the weevil Myltoeerus dUcolor, picked 
up mostly in cotton fields (Mason & Lefroy, 1912). 

•' VOICE and calls. Only occasionally heard in svinter, more commonly 
in spring and summer: a shrill, quick-repeated and rather nasal rhrwn, 
chetm, thorn (4 or 5 times, at e. 3 per second) of a timbre between the notes 
of Common Myna and Goldcnbacked Woodpecker. This usually the fiist 
incUcation of the bird's presence in a locality (SA). In summer (breeding ?) 

‘ a loud plaintive note of several syllables teer-lemlrn-Uer repeated very 
■ quickly about 18 times, audible for a long distance — reminiscent of the 
distant call of an angry kestrel ’ (Whistler). 

BRBEniKO. Season, (in Kashmir) chiefly -May-Junc. Akf/, a tiny natural 
hollow or slit in a willow, mulberry or chenar tree and the like at varying 
hdghts. The mbst favoured sites are evidently disused borings of the Broivn- 
fixmted Woodpecker with apertures small enough to exclude interloping 
mynas and starlings. Self-cxcavation oftholes, as reported, needs confirma- 
tion. Ergs, 6 to 8 , white, slightly glossed, oval, somewhat pointed at. the 
small end. Averse size of 13 Katimtir eggs 21 • 1 X 15-5 tnm (BBO). Share 
of the < in incubation, and period, undetertnined. Young fed lately on 
ants, ants’ eggs and pupae dug out of the ground and conveyed in over- 
flowing beaKuls' by both parents. 

' Museum Diao-TOSis. DWers from 796 and 797 in bang more vermiculsted on the 

lower breast, abdomen and flanh; the markings broader, leas arrow-shaped, and 
to eoateee, giving the abdomen a barred raiher dan spotted appearance. 

^CEAStTUlOKTS 

I™ brownish fieah colour; gape yeSownh 


PICIFORMES 

Subfamily Picuuninae; Piculets 
Key to tie C?eiie«i 


Toes four; orbital region feathered. 
Toes three; orhital region naked. . . 


ePitSBrsroiS 

....Sena 


Faffc 

m 
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Genus Piousinus Tcmminck 

Fmaiamr Temminek. 1823, H. coh, Uvi 62. text to pi 3H. 
designation, Piau mimitustmj (Gmci) Tcmm., p » i • 

Lafresaaye . . 

Bai conical, compressed, and pooUed; tip of upper 
draped. Nostrils and'Tgle of chin concealed mft. 

proj^g bepmd. Circumorbital area feathered. Body plumage ^ ““ 
lengthened. Wings and tail rounded. Toea fonr. 

PicuMNUs iNNosnNATus Burton: Speckled Piculet 
Key to the Snbapedea _ 

Upperparts brighter, more tingrf vnlh orange; head 

grey 

798. Pictmiffuf i/vtifminatus tjnwminahu 
Ptonans uWasdr Burton. 1836 (1835), Pr«. Soc. Undon (S): 1 

a 

Baker, FBI No. 1416, VoL 4: 92 
Plate 61, fig. 2 

UTOAL names. r('to-(Nepa!);DaafstofIa^3;i7“iM-^^^ 

Sparrow -I A 

with short, soft, rounded 

Male. Atoor, back W 

oUvc:_ for^^it /“^^”^^’dow-n n'de of 

bUckish o^btmd betod «n 

neck bordered above and ^ 

‘^"Tcmlfe.^^X'Cle but wiih ^ 
whole crown juUow-olive, eoncolorous with 

Nepal. Sikkim, northern Bengal 


saZa 



One of central pair of 
rectrica. X r. I 
f>^tcr Hartcrt) 



X r. 
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(Daijeding • dist) and Bhutan to Assam north' and west of Brahma- 
putra R., and in the. Khasi HHli; plains, foothills and up to r. 2000 m 
(recorded up to c. 3^ m in NW. Himalayas). Affects low jungle and 
tangled brushwood with bamboos, in moist-dedduous and semi-evergreen 
biotope. In the Himalayas and Assam haHtat largely coincident with that 
of Rufous Kculet (800, 801). 

OENERAi HABITS. Kccps Singly Of in pairs. Commoner than it appears 
to be, but'iiable to be overlooked amongst the restless itinerant hunting 
parties of tits, warblers, nuthatches and small timelines, etc. with which it 
usually associates. May be picked out by its typical ‘ triangular ’ ^voodpcckcr 
shape and its ]^bit of working as a detached outrider of the flock, chiefly 
on the end-twigs of trees and shrubs, frequently on stems of low bushes 
close to the ground. Creeps energetically along or in drcles around thin 
branches like a nuthatch, clin^g on the underside back to the ground, 
tapping persistently now and again in true woodpecker style — produdng 
a surprisingly big noise for such a small bird. Also perches cross\rise like a 
passerine, and has been observed to hover like a sunbird in front of a sprig 
to take a spider. In one phase of the courtship the male chases the female, 
scuttling fonvards and ‘ in reverse * in little jerky spurts found and round a 
branch. Flight strong and direct with fewer of the typical woodpecker dips 
and undulations. 

FOOD. Mainly ants and their eggs and pupae. 

VOICE and galls. A sharp spit^ spit frequently repeated. A persistent 
xnechaxucal drumming bn^r-r^ hr•T•r^r with the bill on a bamboo stem or 
dead snag of a branch, repeated at regular intervals. Rather sonorous and 
remarkably loud and ikr-reaching for a bird of this size; given chiefly, but 
not only in the breeding season and. serving to advertise the presence of 
indiriduals to one another. 

BREEDING. Season, principally April and May. JVm/, a hole drilled by the 
birds themselves in a hollow bamboo or rotten branch or stem of a small 
tree one to five metres up, often used for more than one year; entrance-hole 
barely 2*5 .cm in diameter, chamber about 15 cm deep and 6 or 7 cm wide 
at the end. Eggs, 3 or 4, white, rather glossy, roundish ovals. Average size of 
30 eggs 14*8 X 12 nun (Baker). Both sexes share in excavating the nest (?), 
incubation, and feeding the young. Period of incubation undetermined; 
presumed by Baker to be 1 1 dk^-s. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

-Young (immature). A dull edition of the female. See Field Characters. 

Differs from the eastern and S. Indian subspecies mdajonm (799) in having the 
upper plumage bright golden yellow; underparts strongly washed with yellow and* 
less heavily spotted with black. 

MEAsuRzamns 

y/ing Bni Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

cJ«9 54-61 12-14 1^14 29-35 mm 

(BB, SDR, SA) 

- Wa^t4<?i9 I0-S-I2-5g(Dicsselhont,SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bfown oT reddish brown. BUI dark slaty black or 
plumbeous, paler at tip. hegs and feet dull plumbeous. 
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799, Picwnmis innomvialus malayonm Hartert 

Pietavais innominatus maJajorwn Hartert, 1912, VOg. ‘pal. Fauna 2: 937 
(Gunong Ijau, Perak, Malayn) 

Piaamms innoTTiinabis armiadorvm Hartert, 1912, V6g. pal. Fauna 2: 937 
(Kotagiri, Nflgiri Hills) 

BakCT, FBI No. 1417, 1418, VoL 4: 94 

LOCAL HAMS. Mdromkotti (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 798. Scc Muscum Diagnosis, 

General effect and coloration rcnuniscent of TluckbiUcd Flowerpeckcr, 
Diaiewn agiU (1892). 

STATUS, DBTRiBirnoN and habitat. Resident. The Western Ghats 
complex (including Nilgiri, Palni and associated hills) from about Goa and 
Bclgaum (r. 16®N,) south through western M>'sorc (hlalnaad) and Kerala 
Andhra (Eastern Ghats), eastern hfadhya Pradesh (Bastar dist.), Orissa 
(hill tracts), southern Bengal (Khulna Sunderbans), East Pakistan (hill 
tracts), Mizo (?), Manipur, Nagaland, Asam east of Brahmaputra R., and 
eastern NEFA (Mishmi Hills) : foothills and up to c. 2000 m. Affects moist- 
dedduous and semi-evergreen secondary jungle and mixed bamboo forest. 
In SW, India habitat coinddent tvith that of Great Black (830) and Laigcr 
Goldenbacked (862) woodpeckers. 

Extralimital, Eastern Burma, southern Shan States, Thailand, Malay 
Peninsula, Vietnam, Laos, Sumatra, Borneo (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 798, q.v. 

BREEDING. Season, in SW. India January to March; clse^vhe^c evidently 
somewhat later — March-April. Xest, eggs and breeding biology as in the 
nominate subspedes. 

Museum Diagnosis. Upperparts duller and paler than in irmominal'^ (798); 
crown somewhat darker, with the dark centres to the feathers more pronounced. 
Underparts, cxccpting-throat, rather more heavily spotted and with a paler ydlow 
wash. 

measurements 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

£?(? 57-62 n-12 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 798. 

Genus Sasia Hodgson 

Sasia Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bdigal 5: 778. T^'pe, by original designation, 
Sasia ochraua Hodgson 

Differs from Piaimnas in having only three toes (first, or inner hind-toe wanting), 
and a naked drcumorbital patch. Tail c\'en shorter than in PicxmnuSt culmen slightly 
more rounded. 

Sasia ochracea Hodgson: Rufous Piculet 
Key to the Subspedes 


Darker above; underparts deep ferruginous S»e, othreua 

Paler above; underparts orange-rufous .S', o. reithenooA 


Tarsus Tail 

12-14 30-35 ram 

(SA, HW, Koclz) 
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800, •Soria ocArflero orArerro Hodgson 

•Scria oAraua Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Aaat. Soc. Bengal 5: 778 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No- 1419, VoL 4: 95 
Plate 61, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAsiES. So^ (Nepal); Oum, Chin pho (Lepcha), 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (3 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A diminutive, dumpy, stub-tailed bird, very unl i k e 
the conventional woodpecker. 

Male. Deep rufous and olive overall, with rufcsccnt golden forehead, a 
short broad tvhitc supcrciliuin (above and bdiind eye), and stumpy black 
tan. 

Female ri milar but lacking the yellow forehead, wluch is almost con- 
colorous \rith the crown. 

STATtJS, DBTRiBinTON and HABITAT. Resident; not imcommon, but 
unobtrusive and easily overlooked. The Himalayas fix)m Ga^h^val ca5t\%’ard 
through Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA, and Assam in the 
Dibnigarh area: duns, foothills, and locally up to c. 2100 m. Affects nuxed 
semi-evergreen and dedduous secondary scrub- and bamboo jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps dngly OT in pairs, frequently in asso- 

ciation witii tile quick-moving itinerant hunting parties of small insectivorous 
birds. Active and restless. FUts about in brushwood, clinging m and spiralling 
up bamboo culms and looping creeper stems etc. wth quick jerky mo^^ 
ments, busily tapping with its bill like a nuthatch or tit cve^ now and again 
for minutes at a time, maldiig an xnordlnatdiy loud noise. Also perches 
crosswise on a t\rig like a passerine. Sometimes hops aniongst the 
decaying bamboo stems and mulch on the ground vtith ite absurd little tall 
cocked up like a wTcn’s. Has not been recorded * dr umming *. 

FOOD. Insects: chiefly ants and tiidr eggs and pupae. _ ^ 

VOICE and calls. *A querulous miniature of its larger brethren, uttered 
both in flight and wWle climbing * (Baker). 

breeding. Season, not properly determined: eggs taken bc^*cen May 25 
and July 2. Aert, a tiny hole (c. 2*5 cm in diameter) drilled i^ly low down 
in a decaying hoUow bamboo, in mixed scrub- and bamboo jungle. Eggs, 
3 or 4, white, rather glossy roundish ovals, indistinguishable from those of 
Speckled Kculet. Average size of 12 eggs 15*9 X 12*7 inm.(Bakcr). Other 
freets of breeding biology unknown. 

IMuseuu Diagnosis. Differs from the Burmese population (801) in being murii 
darker more olive above, with deep ferruginous underparts, 

Measurzuents 

\Vmg BIB Tarsus 

(from skull) 

o' 9 52-55 12-15 14-15 

Weight 1 o? 10 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IiTS fcd ; cfrciimorbital skin oimran in pale magenta 
in 9 . Bni: upper mandible black, lower pale grey^ Legs and feet yrilofwish brovra. 


TaB 

22-24 mm 
(SA, SDR. BB) 
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801 . iSaric ochracea reichenowi Hesse 
Sasia ochracea reuhrnowi Hesse, 1911, Om. Monatsb. 19: 181 
(Burma, t^-pe from Thayctchaung, Tenasserim) 

Sasia ochracea qumditox Baker, 1926, Bulk Brit. Om. Q. 47; 43 
(I’ipperah Hills, eastern Bengal) 

Sasia ochracea Jerruginea Koelz, 1952, Jour. ZooL Soc. India 4: 44 
(Kohiraa, Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 1420, 1421. Vol. 4: 96, 97 

LOCAL NASiE. Doo jagodai^a kashiba gajco (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (34 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 800. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiFTRiBimON and HABITAT. Resident; not uncommon, but 
unobtrusive and easily overlooked. Assam south of Brahmaputra R., Naga- 
land, Manipur, Mizo dist. and East Peikistan (hill tracts): plains level to 
c. 1700 m. Affects mixed semi-evergreen and deciduous secondary scrub- 
and bamboo jungle. 

Extralimilal. Burma, S. Shan States, N. Tenasserim, N. and E. Thailand, 
Laos and \^ctnam. 

GENERAL HABiTE, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 800, q.v. A sharp, high- 
pitched tsik similar to the call of C^x or Pnoepyga (Heinrich). 

breedinc. Season, Ivlarch’to June. Nesl and eggs (c/3 or 4) as in 800. 
Ncst-holcs usually drilled low down in deca>'ing bamboos, occasionally in 
branches of small trees. Average size of 40 ^gs 15*3 X 12*2 mm (Baker). 
Courtship display described as ‘ very pretty* and quite typical of the family. 
The little female crouches agmnst a bamboo or trunk of a tree and the 
little male then flutters on to the same a foot or two above her, at once 
running ^api^y-back^^•ard tms*ards her; arri* cd where she is, he then drops 
a few fcctnnd runs up to her, seems to skip over her and run up the bamb(», 
and then go through all the procedure again, perhaps once or twice, perhaps 
half a dozen times before any*thing further takes place. All the time tiie head 
and neck of both birds are t\N’istcd backivards and forwards, and volleys of 
little squeaks are uttered, growing louder and louder until the finale is 
readied* (Baker). 

Museum Diacnosb. Differs from nominate ochracea (800) in being much paler 
and less olive above, with orange-rufous underparts (c. deep ferrugmous). 

SCEASUSZMSNTS and COLOURS OF BASE PASTS. As IilSOO. , 


Subfarmly Picinae: Woodpeckers 
Key to the Genera 


I Primaries spotted or banded , 

A Nostrils conce aled by feathers 
a Toes mostly four 

! Mantle wholly or partly green; back not barred Picas 

2 Mantle black and w-hite 

i Nasal ridge less half length of b3I and nearer comrnts- 
ture culznen at base .Hjpopieas 
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H Na^l ridge hair of more than half length of bill and about 
half-way between culmea and commissure. . . . Picoidu 

b Toes three 

3 b&ntle green or red 

B Nostrils exposed 

Mantle rufous or crimson, more or less banded 


.C^dmdus 


5 Cutoen ^ed, tip pointed 

a ManUe goIdcn-oUve or crimson, not banded 

6 Halloa large, about half length of second toe Chn,va>Uj,la 

TTnllllV cmratl Y .m » . ^ . 


4 Cultncn nearly straight, rip truncated BlUMbms 

7 HaUux smaH, about one-thW length of second toe ot Ud^ 

H Primaries without spots or bands Duapttm 

G ^er secondaries with large spots; wing under 105 mm. .Hamdrau 

D Nospotsonmnersecondaries; wing over 180 mm 

e Plumage nearly all ashy grey Mtdlmtmu 

f Plumage mostly black Dr^oatpta 
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Genus MtenopTERKus Blyth 

Mlmflmtus Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14 (1): 194. Type, by original 
designation, PiVux iadiuj Raffles 

Bill curved above, without nasal ridge; chin-angle nearer to tip of bin than to 
gape; nmlrils rounded and exposed. Wing rounded. Tail-feathers pointed, the 
outer pair just exceeding tail-coverts in length. First toe very short, with very small 
daw; third and fourth toes subequah 


MicatoPTERNUs brachyurus (Vieillot): Rufous Woodpecker 
Key to the Subspecies 
A Feathers of throat with longitudinal streaks 

a ^er and paler Af. 4. hmui 177 

b SmaUer and darker Af. l.phdcap 178 

b Feathers of throat scaly patterned M.h.jndmii 179 


802. Micropimmbr(uf^niTUi humeiKloa 

Muropumiu trakjnma humeiKloa, 1918, Ibis: 109 (RohUkand; restricted by Baker 
1921, JBNHS 28 (1): 133; corrected by Whistler & Kinnear to Kumaon bhabar 
ibid. 37: 291) 

Baker, FBI No. 1390, ^'oL 4: 64 

IDOAL RASES, None specifically recorded. KatphSra for all woodpeckers (Hindi); 
Kith ihokra (Bengali); S-Qiar (Marathi). 

SEE. Myna ±; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FELD CHARACTERS. As in 804. Scc Muscum Diagnosis, 

STATUS, DiSTRreunoN and HABtTAT. F aident. The lower Himalayas 
irt>zn about Dehra Dun *— Garhwal, Kun. ^.on and possibly western Nepal: 
terai and foothills up to e, 1000 m. Affects sal forest and mixed secondary 
and bamboo jungle, in subtropical and moist-temperate biotope. 

12 
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GENERAL HABtlS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 80t, q.V. 

BREEDmo. *afen,^efly April to June. Kest, igg, akd'brceding biology 
as in the Southern subspeaea (804). 

Mueum DtAONoso. The largest of the three Indian races. UpperparU paler 
lea, bay than m the other two; head greyer. Sides of head, chin and throat much 
paler, the squamabon on the last bring in the nature of chotnut and buff streaks 
as m phavxtps (803) e. dark chocolate and whitish scalloping in imfona 

MEA5UREUENT8 

^Ving Bill Tafl 

(from skull) 

7 d’d’ I29-I45 31-33 


* COLOURS O? BARE PARTS, As in 804. 


66-73 intn 
(Whistler) 


803. Mimptemus hrackjvms phawtps Blyth 

Micnptsmm phiuap Blyth, 1845, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 14 (I): 195 (Airakan) 
[near Caientta vids Ticehurst, JBNHS 35: 32] 
MicnpUmabradtjunamaos'Kloa, 1918, Ibis: 109 (Cuttack, Orissa) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 1389. 1391. Yol. 4: 63, 65 

LOCAL NAME. Do&Ja godatya lunti (Cachari). 

SEE. Myna length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 804. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 



Nepal (west-central ?) cast\vard through Sikkim, Bhutan, Assam, Nagaland, 
Mam'pur, and East Pakistan. West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, eastern Madhya 
Pradesh (Balaghat and Bastar dists.) and south in northern Andhra to 
£, i8*N. (Anantgiri). Terai, duars, plains and foothills up to c. 1500 m; 
commoner below c. 700 m'than above. Affects sal and secondary mixed 
forest with bamboo, in moist-dcaduous biotope. 

Extralimital. Extends through Burma (induding the Shan States), and 
Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS, As in 804, q.V. 
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BREWING. SeasoTtj chiefly April and May, €ggs and breeding biology 
as injerdanii (804). 

Museuu Diagnosis. Differs from kutnei in being slightly smaller, with a shorter 
bill on average. Upperparts slightly darker (more bay), but otherwise very aimnaf 
to humei including the squamation on the throat which is more in the nature of 
longitudinal streaks than scalloping. 

SIBASUREMENTS 




Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 




(from skull) 



Central Nepal 

4 cTd' 

4 99 

130-133 

127-131 

30-31 

28-31 

— 

61-68 nun 
65-68 mm 
(Biswas) 

Sikkim & Assam 

36 oi(Ji 

119-130 

26-3a 


— mm 






(Ticehurst) 

Bastar & Orissa 

2 d<e< 

122-126 

28-29 

23-25 

65-67 mm 

3 99 

121-126 

26-29 

21-22 

58-65 mm 
(SA) 


Weight 1 (P 102 g (SA); 1 

9 >13 g 

(Scully). 


s 


COLOURS OF BARE. PARTS. As in 804. 


804: MicTOplemus brachyitrus jerdonii (Malherbe) 

Phaiopieus jerdonii'^isyhethe^ 1849, Rev. ct Mag. Zool. 1 (2): 535 
(Indian Peninsula; restricted to Travancorc) 

Miaoptemus btaehyxaa lanka KIoss, 1918, Ibis; 108 (Ceylon) 

Micrpptmtas brechyitrus hanarae Koelz, 1950, Amer. Mus. Novit, No, 1452: 5 
(Ixinda, Belgaum dist., Bombay) 

Baker, FBI No..,I392. Vol. 4; 65 ( = gxiUrris) ' ^ 

Plate 62. fig. 14 

LOCAL NAMES. Chtmpin mdrdrnJ^tli (Alalayalam) ; Dumburv kaetld (Sinhala); 
MardmkotH, Thathchan kurHvi (Tamil). 

SIZE. Myna :h» length c, 25 cm (10 in.). 

field characters, a chestnut-rufous woodpedeer, narrowly cross- 
barred with black on upperparts, vdngs and tail. Feathers of throat palc- 
edged producing a scaly or scalloped pattern. Male distinguished from 
femsdc by a crescent-shaped crimson patch of feathers under the eye. Scc 
Muscum Diagnosis. 

Young (immature). More heavily barred than adult both above and 
below, the bars on the underparts crescentic in shape on breast and 
abdomen. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; locally common. From 
about the Tapti R. in Gujarat south tlirough western Maharashtra, Mysore, 
western Tamil Nadu (also Shc\'aroy Hills), Kerala and Ceylon; u'oodcd 
■plains and foothills up to c. 1000 m. Affects secondary' jungle mixed with 
bamboo, in moist-deciduous biotope. 

GENERAL HABITS. Gocs about in pairs and is usually met with in jungle 
abounding in carton nests of tree ants with which it u doscly associated. 
Frequently seen hammering away and digging into such ants* nests, while 
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clinging to them or from an adjoining perch. C3omcs out after a bout of 
digging on to a neighbouring branch (sitting across it like a passerine) 
picking out the ants from Its plumage and swallowing them. T7ie head of 
the bird, abdomen and tail-tip arc usually besmeared with a strong-smelling 
resin, often with numerous ants* heads sticking to tlie tail. Tlie origin of this 
resin is not quite clear. Much given to drumming, but on tlic whole rather 
silent vocally. 

FOOD. Mainly ants and their pupae, of which CremOstogasUr spp.; Phidolt 
malinsi and Oecophylla smaxagdina have been commonly idcotifled. 'fhe first 
perhaps forms the staple food item; as many as 2600 CTtmaHogaster suhnuda 
have been counted in a single stomach (Mason & Iiefroy, 1912). Occa- 
sionally takes fruit, especially wild figs (Ffrux), and flower nectar {Erylhrina, 
Sdmdia)x has been oUerved clinging to a smooili banana stem, puncturing 
it near the base of the leaves and sucking the sap. 

VOICE and calls. A high-pitched nasal kttnk, kttnk, ktenk almost invari- 
ably repeated 3 duics (rarely 4), very similar to one of the commoner notes 
of the Common Myna and of the same timbre. 

Drums (cwdcnUy male only) frequently and regularly in the breeding 
season, sporadically and half-heartedly at other times. The drumming 
consists of a scries of very rapid * vibratory * hammering vdlh the bill on a 
tree-trunk or bamboo to which the bird is clinging upright. It starts softly 
and works up to a reverberating crescendo of sound audible a quarter 
kilometre away. The bursts, of 10-12 strokes each, arc repeated every 10 or 
15 seconds. After each burst the drummer turns his head round purpose- 
fully to right and left as if c-xpccling a response, and often gcK it from 
another performer in the distance. Often drums at the same spot for over 
quarter of an hour, thereafter flying off to resume from elsewhere within its 
territory (?). l*hc drumming is not interpolated witli any vocal calls; it is 
given chiefly till the morning warms up, and again in the cooling afternoon 
until sunset. Flight undulating, typical of the woodpeckers - — a few rapid 
wing-beats followed by a long dipping bound with wngs closed to sides. 

BREEDiHO. S’foion, principally February to end April; in Ceylon Marcli 
to June. A«/, normally a hollow excavated in a * live * oval-shaped c.trton 
nest of tree ants {Cranastogasterp Pla^oltpbp etc.) made of a bbckisli 
papicnn5ch6-Ukc substance commonly in trees 4 or 5 metres* from the 
ground. Usually a bicral entrance-hole r. 5 cm in diameter gives access to 
the hoUowed-out interior, leaving a wall about 25 mm thick all round the 
chamber. Only occasionally nests in tree-holes like a conventional wo<^- 
pecker. Eggs, 2 or 3, while, unglcnscd, slightly longish ovals. Average rite 
of 10 eggs 28*1 X 20*1 mm (Baker). Both sexes share in cxcavaimg the 
nest: share in incubation, period, and other details unknown. T*1 jc egs^, 
incubating bird and cliicks, even when newly hatched and naketh remain 
unmolested by Uic otherwise ferocious insects, the immunity being doubtless 
derived through the acrid *anly* smell acquired by the birds and contents 
of the nest from physical contact with, and a diet of, the ants. Tins is a 
lubjcct for closer investigation. 

Musrtm Duonosb. Dbunguished from both hvmii and phxsoetps by the njiuma* 
tion on throat bang dark chocobtc and whitish (r. clicstnul ^d buff), th^ua^- 
tion being more in the nature of scalloping than of lonptudiful sWTali- 'Dierc h a 
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alight dcdine in cze from the northern parts of its range southward to Kerala and 
Ceylon. 


VZASUKUCZNTS 



Wing 

BIH 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Taff 

(?(? 

117-134 

26-30 

C.24 

61-65 TOfn 

99 

117-130 

27-30 

r.24 

60-65 rorn 
(SA, HW, kodz) 

Kerala birds: 

4 {ftf 

117-121 

26-29 

— 

60-63 TntQ 

2 99 

117-120 

27-28 

— 

62-63 mm 





(SA) 

Ceylon birds: 

9 d'd’ 

■6 99 

115- 122 

116- 122 

26-30 

25-28 

(HW) 




Weight 4 d $ 95-108 g (SA).v 


coijOUKs op bare parts. Iris brownish red. BDI: upper mandible homy blade, 
lower mandible wlute, homy at base; mouth greyish pink. Legs and feet bluish 
green; daws black. 

Genus Pious linnacus 

Piais linnaeus, 1758, SysL Nat, cd. 10, 1: 112. Type, by subsequent designation, 
Piais viridis Linnaeus 

Nostrils concealed by harsh plumes. Culmen slightly curved : a nasal ridge (obsolete 
or distinct) nearer to the culmen than to commissure at base of bill. Foot with 4 
toes, the outer front toe longer than the outer hind toe. Tail less than two-thirds 
length of wing, strongly graduated, the outermost feathers shorter than their coverts. 
Sexually dimorphic in details. 

Key to the Species 

Page . 

A. Lower parts streaked; male with crimson, female with black cap 

Tail barred throughout P. squamatiu 181 

■fail not barred throughout \ . P. m y nnteophonsus 184 

B Lower parts practically uniform; crovi’n crimson and oedput black 

in male, both black in female P. conus 186 

C Lower parts striped on throat only; a golden ydlow nuchal collar 

P./lammicha 190 

D Lower parts barred; a yellmv nuchal spot P, ehlorolephm - 192 

Picus sQUAiiATUS Vigors: Scalybelued Green Woodpecker 
Key to the Subspecies 

Darker; under plumage feathers with broad dark brown edges.. 

P,s. sjuamatus 

Much paler; edges of feathers of under plumage very narrow and 
pale P. s./ksirostris 
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806. ^ Picus squamalus jhvirostris (Menzbier) 

Cmcar/crvortrwMenzbicr, 1886, Bull. Soc. Imp. Nat. Moscou 62 (I):439 
(Murghab, Transcaspia) 

Gccints gorii Hargitt, 1887, Ibis: 75 (' In Afghania mcridionali *) 

Baker, FBI No. 1338, Vol. 4:8 

LOCAZ. NAUEs. Nonc tccordcd. 

SIZE. Pigeon -f-; length c. 35 cm fl4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 807, Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

status, DiSTRiBtmoN and habitat. West Pakistan in the wooded 
^NE, Baluchistan hills between c. 1300 and 3300 m (Zhob Valley, Ziarat, 
Quetta, and in Ghagai dist,), in juiupcr, oak and poplar foru^. 

Extralimital. Transcaspia to Afghanistan. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. .As in 807, q.v. 

BREEDING. Favouritc nesting localities in Ghagai dist., Baluchistan, 
reported as Hazarganji Rescrs'cd Forest on Chiltan, Mari Ghak Reserved 
Forest, Barshor and Surkhab valleys, and Kaisar jungle near Nushki 
* which appears to be the western limit of this race in Baluchistan * (A. F. P, 
Christison MS.). Season curiously enough not mentioned though he found 
nests in pistachio, chilghuza, "wild apricot, mulberry, juniper, willow, and 
even tamarisk scrub. In the last case the nest w’as ‘ 5 ft below ground level 
where the root was ^exposed in a niiUah bank 7 fr from the bed \ No cluteh' 
size, description or measurements of eggs given! 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate squamatus (807) in being much paler 
everywhere, with the pale markings broader and the dark markings narrower — 
especially the brown squamations on the imdcrparts. Lover plumage much suffused 
with yellow. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS 33 in. 807, 

807. Picus squamatus squamatus Vigors 
Picus squamatus Yigo-n, 1831 (1830-31), Proc, ZooL Soc, London (I): 8 
( Himal a y as, ratricted to Simla-Almbra dist. by 'Hcchurst & ^\lustIcr, 1924, Ibis : 

471) 

Baker, FBI Nb.-1337, VoL 4: 7 

Plate 62, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Tiiktolo (Himachal Pradcsh) ; Keel makSts (Kashmir). 

SIZE, Pigeon +; length c. 35 cm (14 in-). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd green woodpecker with pale under- 
parts boldly scalloped with black. 

Male. AbovCf crown and crest crimson; a broad whitish supcrdlium 
bordered above and below with black lines; whitish checks and a prominent 
black moustachial streak. Upper plumage dull grass-green \vith a bright 
yellow rump. Below, throat and breast pale greyish; rest of imderparis 
greenish white with scale-like black markings. 

^'Synopsis No. 605, Pieus tiridis ianpamsii (Zarudny), expunged as cxtrallmltaL 
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Female. Similar to male but somewhat duller and less green. Crimson 
of erb^ra replaced by black, speckled with leaden grey. 

Young (immature) » like female, but widi the breast leathers also squa- 
mated like die abdomen though less boldly. 

STATUS,’ DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Common and f^rly 
abundant; subject to slight winter-summer altitudinal movement: Western 
Hhnalayas from Chitral and GU^t through Kashmir, Baldstan, Punjab 
Salt Range, Himachal Pradesh, Garh^val and Kumaon to central Nepal 
(Langtang Valley, Manangbhot); between c. 1000 and 3300 m. Affects 
open evergreen mixeci oak and pine’ lull forest and the neighbourhood of 
clearings; frequents orchards near Srinagar and in other valleys in winter. 



Breeding range i P. s. squamatus (807). 2 P- s.farirosfris (806). 



general HABITS. . Tyjffcal of the woodpeckers. Keeps in pmrs, normally 
*oen cHnging to trunks of tr ee s (occaaonally to rocks and c liff s), thc^ stiff 
pointed tail pressed against the bark funedoning as the third leg of a tripod- 
orbs ib way up in a scries of jerky spurts, dircedy or in spn^ occa- 
^oaally- sliding back in rcvenc to rc-investigate — tapping wnth the bill 
Itpm time to d me to stampede insects lurking in the crevices and locate 
ludden pupal galleries of wood-boring beetles. The long, worm-like barb- 
*ipped tongue enables the grubs to be skewered out of die holes and cr an n i es. 
Commonly descends to the ground, hopping about rather uncomfortably 
lo pick up ants and te rmi which form a considerable proportion of its 
diet. These tiny insects are picked up in. the tips of die mandibles. Flight 
and undulating, conristing of 4 or 5 rapid noisy flaps followed by a 
long dipping gffde or bound. . 

FOOD. Mainly ants and termites, and larvae and pupae of wood-boring 
l>ccdcs. Also berries, especially in winter. 
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VOICE and calls. A wild, ringing, rather melodious double-noted klee^gu 
or pea-cock; occasionally a single long-drawn nasal ekeenk or peer repeated 
every 10 or 15 seconds for many minutes continuously. In addition to these 
vocal sounds, produces a loud mcchamcal drumming by very rapid, 
* vibratory * hammering 'with its bill on a selected * soimding board * on a 
dead tree-trunk or branch. The male drums chiefly in the breeding season, 
evidently to advertise his tcrritor>’. 

breeding. Season, March to June, principally April and May. a 
orcular hole about 6 cm across usually chiselled out in a large trcc-tniiik 
2 to 6 metres from the groxmd — sometimes up to 15 metres or more — 
turning dosvn into a v'crtical shaft 15 to 30 cm deep ending in a widened 
egg-chamber. Eggs, 5 or 6, w’lutc, broad ovals. Average size of 50 eggs 
31 X 22*6 mm (Baker). Share of the sexes in excavation of ncst-hole and 
incubation, and incubation period, unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. at. Abcce, darker 
yTian the Transcaspiau subspecies (806). Below, greyish white, less suffused with 
yellow, and with broader more prominent blacVifli scaly markings. 

MEASXniEMENTS 

\STng Bm Tarsus Tail 

.. (from feathers) 

155-172 27-33 r.27 127-136 mm 

(Baker) 

Wright I cJi 185 g; 1 9 170 g (Paludan). 

colours or BARE FARTS. Iris in t\s’0 rings, the inner red or crimson-pink, the 
outer paler pint- Bill homy yellow: dark at dp, more yellow on base of lower man- 
dible. Legs dull ydlowish green or greenish plumbeous. 


808. Little Scalybellied Green WoodpeeJser. Picus mjrmccopkoncus 
Stresemann 

Picus tr^rmceopkavus Stresemann, 1920, Verb. Om. Ges. Bayern 14: 289 (Himalaya 
and Central India). New name for Picus striolctus preoccupied 

Brcdyhphus xanthcpjgeeus * Hodgs.* = J. E. G. R. Gray, 1 846, Cat, Spea Maram. 
Bds. Nepal and Tibet: 117 ex Hodgson in Gray, 1844, ZooL Mtsc.; nemcn nudum 
quoted in synonymy of Gecinus striclatus (Bljih), preoccupied 
Picus rittatus dehree Baker, 1926, BulL Brit, Om. CL 46: 69 (Dehra Dun) 

Pieus viltatus dawes Van Tyne S: Koriz, 1 936, Occ. Papers Mus. ZooL Uruv. Michigan, 
No. 334: 3 (Bhadu-ar, Kangra dist, Punjab, British India)* 

Baker, FBI No. 1339, VoL 4: 10 
Plate 62, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. (Fof all -wtXKlpeckers) MSca.mkot!i (Mala>'alam) ; KertUd (SInhala); 
Mdrdmkeld, Thachchen kuruui (Tamil). 

SIZE. M>’na 4-; length c. 29 cm (1 1| in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd topical woodpecker with stout 
chisel-shaped bill and stiff, pointed wedge-shaped tail, 

‘ EisH-as CJBNHS 53: 124} cxfnsidcrs tha a valid race. 
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Male. Ahve, ^axs-green, with bright yellow rump; tail grccimh brown, 
faintly arid impcricctly barred wth whitish. Crown and crest crimson; an 
orangc-and* black, patch on. nape; a proHunent white supcrdlium from eye 
backward?, bordered above by a black line; ear-coverts pale grey-brown; 
cheeks greyish white streaked with black. Below^ pale greenish iulvoiis 
boldly scalloped or sqtiamated with black; dun and diroat frdvous-grey 
streaked with white. ' 

P cm al e similar but ■vridi crown and crest bla^ instead of crimson. 



Xff.l 


STATUS, DISTRIBUTION aud HABITAT. Resident; fairly common locally# 
more or Jess throughout the Pem'nsula and Assam, east of a line from about 
Ambala to Mt. Abu; north to the Himalayan tcrai 'and foothills (up to 
c. 1700 m — rarely) from Punjab eastward through U.P., Nepal. Sikldm (?) 
and Bhutan (?). Also Ceylon (Dry zone) and East Pakistan. Scrm-ei.'erg;rcca 
and moist-deciduous biotope. Affects sal, and mixed bamboo and deciduous 
forest, keeping to open secondary jungle, teak and other forest plantations# 
etc. (in S. India very partial to rubber plantations); from plains level to 
e. 1800 m in the peninsular and Ceylon hills. 

ExtralimiteL Burma, SW. Thailand, Cambodia and South Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical woodpecker; very similar in habits to 807, q.v. 
Perhaps feeds more commonly on the ground than most other woodpeckOT. 

FOOD. Largely ants and termites taken on the ground; also pecks at 
dry cattle dung for beetle larvae eta; flower nectar when available (ag. 
Eiylhrina, Sdlmalid) ; has been observed bibbing juice from a date palm tapped 
for toddy. 

VOICE and calls. Normally rather silent. A single-syllabled * mild 
falsetto note * (Nichols), like that of 807, but seldom uttered. Also the 
characteristic mechanical drumming with the bill on a tree-trunk or bough. 

BREEDiNa. Season, overall January to June, varying with locality — • 
chiefly March, April and May on the mainland; April to September in 
Ceylon. Nest, a circular hole c, 5 cm across, cut in the bole of a tree turning 
downward into a vertical shaft up to c. 50 cm deep and ending in an 
expanded chamber. Nest-holes normally between 4 and 8 metres from die 
ground. Eggs, 3 to 5, pure white, broad ovals laid on the bare wood at the 
bottom of the shaft. Average size of 30 eggs 26*2 X 20 • 1 mm (Baker). Both 
sexes share in excavating the nesC, incubation and feeding th^ young. Period 
unrecorded. \ 


' piciformes 

MuauM Diaokosb. There is great individual variation in the liic of ha! and 
tad, parfy due to wear, and also in plumage eolornrion. The latter is larttelv the 
TOult of abrasion which produces a peculiar sHvery frosted appearance 
There u no spring moult in this spedes. - on the Back. 

UZASUXEUEUTS 

Bill Tama Tan ‘ 

(from skidl) 

(ofe^^'S 

9 9 >2^134 25-35 21-26 78-93 mm • 

Weight 1 c? Ill g (GD): 1 V 98 g (SDR). ' 

conoma or pahts. Iris pinldsh white tvith inner ring of brownish red BiU 
hmny slate, pale ydlow on sides oflower mandible excepting dp; mouibZcrUh 
pink. Legs and feet greyish sage-green; claws homy.'^ 

Picus canus Gmelin; Biacknaped Green WooDpEtatER 
K*y to the Subspecies 

A Underpartf grceo P*Sc 

a Above darker and more green; no bronic or golden sheen; bdow 

. “d greener P. sa^i^p, 18S 

b Above lighter With a strong bronze sheen; faclow more tinged with 

B , ’■ jp.f.ktirri 183 

Underparts grey; recmces very pale, no black P.t.si!riUbr IS9 


' 809. Picus cams sangmnicepihzka 

Pitta cams sauemaiteps Baker, ,1926, BuU. Brit, Otn. a. 46; 70. New name for Pitta 
ttcipilalis Vigors, preoccupied (Himalayas, Simla-AImora dist) 

Baker, FBI No. 1343, Vol. 4.- 13 
Plate 62, fig. 5 

Local names. None recorded. ^ 

SIZE. Pigeon ±; length c. 32 cm (I2i in.). 

field characters, a largish green woodpecker with the typical stiff 
wedge-shaped tail and stout chisel-pointed bill. 

Male. Above, dark green, tinged bn the rump with brightycUow. Wing- 
quills dark brown with white bars; tail black, imperfectly barred paler. 
Forehead and . forecrown crimson; hindcro^vn, occipital crest and nape 
black. Sides of head, including ear-coverts and aupercilium grey, the last 
bordered above by a black line. Below, chin and throat greyish ashy, with a 
black malar stripe from lower mandible down each side. Rest of undejparts 
dull ycUovdsh oUve-green, greyer on abdomen. 

Fcma/e, like male but with whole forehead, crown and nape black, 
streaked with grey. 

Young' (immature), like female but duUcr, the tail-fcathcss taott 
definitely barred. XJndciparts also more or less barred with whitish. 
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, STATUS, distribution and habitat. Rcsidcnlf common. The western 
Himalayas from Punjab (Murrcc) eastward through Himachal Pradesh, 
Garhw^ and Kumaon to central Nepal (where it intergrades "with 810). 
From the tcrai up to r. 2400 m, in moist subtropical and temperate forest 
biotope. 

The spedes, in many geographical races, is widely distributed in Europe 
and Asia. 


ficus conus 



Breeding range i P.t.sanguimtps(Sog). 

O P.C. hessti 

3 PI c. sordidior 

4 Other races (about 13 ) extralimitaL 

general iiAnrrs. Typical of the woodpeckers and very similar to those 

>1807, q.v, . t - 

rooD. Mainly ants and termites often taken on the ground, the termites 
being hacked oiit of ant-hills; also larvae and pupae of wood-boring beetles- 
Serries chiefly in winter; flower necUr as supplemcntar)' food in setuon. 

VOICE and calls. A nutty, high-pitched, rather mmial pettK P’ttK 
bteik. btetk, repeated in runs almost invariably of 4 or 5, fading out on the 
last note. Male drums frequently in tlie breeding se^on, commencing weU 
before sunrise. Ratde loud but soft in tone — remmucent of the dampened 
rinTof an automatic telephone - in bunts tsvo to three seconds long each. 
reiLtXvery 10 to 15 (m 20) seconds. The drumming n punctuated more 
from time to time by (he voml c^ls. " 

riven day after day from the same ‘ sounding board near the top of a bare 
^ sometimes kept up for ov,^ an hour m the early momtng. Also 

has the typical chattering alarm cry of ihc farmly. 


BREEDiSO. Season, principally May and June. Ntst, the normal drculax 
woodpecker cutting in a tree-trunk bchvecn 2 and 8 metres up# often under 
one metre. Recorded as low as. 15 cm with the nest-chamber — in this case 
a natural hollow — actually bdow ground level. Eggs, 4 or 5, pure white 
broad ovals. Average size of 28 eggs 29-5 X 22*8 nun (Baker). Both icxes 
share in excavating the hole and feeding the young; evidently also in 
incubation. Period of incubation undetermined. 

Museum Diacnosis. Diflcn from the east Himalayan P. e. hessti (BlO) 
in being larger and a purer green ia coloration, Jess yellowish or bronre; Jt b »bo 
more heavily marked'on the occiput. For jubspeafic delermiaatioa ody fresh- 
pluniaged birds (alter the complete pcst-aupuaj moult). are useful lioce ia wtrtt 
dress abrasion gives a greyish cast to the feathers which b apt to be mhleading. 
First-year birds are readily identified by the Jong first primary being rounded at 
the lip. 
measurements 

■Wing ’ Bill TaB 

' (from skull) 

Birds from Western Himahyas & Nepal: 

(PtP 157-165 **6-49 

(av. 160-6)* 

♦ Size of sample not stated 
Birds from Central Nepal: 

9 ri'd' 145-152 

999 ■ 145-154 


— mm 
(Greenway)* 


40-44 98-108 mm 

33-44 100-116 mm 

(BB) 

Weight 5 ri'ri* H7-J56; 6 p 9143-162 g (GD). 

Central Nepal population inlcrmcdiate between sanguinkeps and hesstt. ' 

couiuRS or bare farts. Iris crimson-brown. Bill homy black, plumbeous at 
gape. I.cgs and f«t plumbrous slightly tinged with olive, or bluish slaty; claws 
homy brtnvTi; pads greyish White, 

' 810. Picus eenus hesset Gyldcnstolpe 

\ Picus uams hessti Gyldcmtolpe, 1916, Om. Monatib. 24:28 
(Pak Koh and Den Cbai, norifieni Siam) 
PicttCCBJtttTgpb/enstelpci Baker, I9l8, BuU. Brit. Om. €3. 39.* 12 
(Sadiya, north Lalhimpur, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 1344, Vol. 4: 15 

I.OCAL NAMES. Meng ehok (Lepeba); Dae ja gadai^ (Cachari). 

SIZE, Pigeon length ri 32 cm (12) in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 809. Sec Musctim Diagnous. 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Rcstdcnt. Thc eastern Hi^ayM 
from ceniral Nepal (where it intergrada mlh smj^Utps) esmf^ !!;Tn„ 
Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA: tcrai, duan and foolhjfli up to e. 2100 m. Alio 
Assam, Narabnd, Manipur, Miao and Bangladoh (lull iracu). Specimw 
Puri dist., Orissa (JBNHS 75 : 924). AflecU rather open muted forest wth 
bamboo in semi-evergreen biotope. 

» Orreiuray, J. C., 1910: • OriraUil foncj cf Pitta mt.' Aik 57 : 550-W. 
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Exiralimtal. ‘Hic upper Chindwin area of Burma (Peters), 

GENERAL HABITS, TOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 809, q.v. 

EREEDiNc. Scasorif chiefly hfay and June. Ji'estj eggs and breeding biology 
as in 809. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from senguinUt^s in being smaller and hawng a 
strong golden or bronze sheen on the upper plumage; underparts also generally 
more yellow. 

UaASURESCCNTS 

^Ving Bill Tarsus Tail 

(Dt)m skull) 

Birds from North Cachar, Chin Hills, Kaga Hills: 


Museum Diagnosis. Dhtingiushed from fiessei by the crown being conspicuously 
streaked with black, the blade streaks coalescing to form a blade paldj on the nape. 

UEASXntZMENTS 

^Ving Bill 

(from skull) 

6 d’o' 149-156 42-44 mm 

1 '9 152 42 mm 

(Kinnear) 

colours 07 BARE PARTS, ‘As frl 809. 

Picus FLAviNUCHA Gould; Yellownaped Woodpecker 


140-149 38-^ 

— 

— Tnm 

(av. 143-2)* 


(Greenway) 

• Size of ramplc not stated 

Birds from Silddm and Bhutan: 


' 

4 o’d’ 136-149 40-42 

20-29 

100— 1 16 mm 

7 9V 140-150 36-40 

26-32 

99-110 mm 
(SA) 


Biey to the Subspecies 

Smaller ; a >'^owish gloss on the gr een of the upperparts 

P./. JlasvaiAa 

Mudi larger; no yellowish gloss on upperparts P.f, fatrwffwnnr 


812. Picus Jiammicha kumaonaisis (Koclz) 


Weight 1 9 137 g (Majumdar). 
COLOURS 07 BARE PARTS. As in 809. 


Chyio^hlegnvi JiasiKudxa kameoneuis Koelz, 1950, Amer. Mus. Novit., No. 1452: 4 
(Kathgodam, Naim Tal dist, U.P.) 

Baker, FBI No. 1353 (part), VoL 4: 23 


811. Picus conus soTdxdloTp,x^^Ti 
Pieur cornu swrfafior Rippon, 1906, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 19: 32 
(Yangtze Ri\*cr, W. Yunnan) 

Gtdnus gtuTxni kogo Blanchi, 1906, Bull. BriL Om- CL 16: 69, 
(Bartschou, aflBueat fi. Nomu-tschu, tribut fl, Mekong sup.) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

XjOCAL names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon i; length e. 32 cm (12| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 809. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. * Very common in the Tsangpo Valley 
below lilung * (Ludlow, 1944, Jbisi 368) in southeastern Tibet adjoining 
the Siang and Luhit Frontier Divisions of NEFA, and may occur within our 
Umits. Has been collected bettveen c. 2900 and 3550 m altitude. Affects 
&irly open comfer and deciduous forest. 

Extr^imital. Western China in provinces of Kansu and Sikang (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. -As in 809, q.v. Feeds much 
on the ground, taHng fruits and berries as well as insects. Some of the 
spedmens collected by Ludlow had been fee^Bng on the fruits of an Actimdia 
shrub and thdr intestines tvere dyed indigo-blue as a result. 

BRSEDZNo. Unrecorded. 


LOCAL NAMES. Nouc recorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon i; length r. 33 cm (13 in.). ^ 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 813. Scc Muscum Diagnous. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident. Garhwal and Kumaon in 
Uttar Pradesh, from about Dehra Dun to western Nepal (possibly): foothills 
and up to e. 1700 m. Affects sal and oak forest, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 813, q.v. In common 
with several other woodpecker species has the curious habit of digging 
parallel rows of yrnall shallow holes or ‘ craters * round the stems of 
smooth-barked trees, like the American Sapsuckers (Sphjrapicus spp.). Sec 
A. E. Osmaston, JBNHS 24: 363-6. 

BREEDING. Seasonj nest, eggs, etc. as in the nonunate race. 

Musztm Diagnosis. Differs from JIacimuJut (813) in lacking the yellowish flush 
in the green of the upperparts and having the rufous bars on the priniaries*‘much 
wider. Is also larger in size: \Slng over 180 mm; tail over 131 nun (Biswas). 

COLOURS OF PARE PARTS. As in 813. 

813. Picus fovtrmchaJlavimichaGoxild ^ 

Piais Jinrimteha Gould, 1834 (1833), Proc. ZooL Soc, London (1): 120 
(Himalayas, Darjeeling) 

Picas JIifwacAa marianar Biswas, 1952, Ibis 94: 213 
(Mount Victoria, Chin Hills, upper Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. 1353, Vol. 4: 23 
Pbte 62, fig. 4 


LOCAL NAMES. Mong kll ottg (Lcpcha); Deeja gadmjfo (Cariiari). 
SIZE. Pigeon ±j length e. 33 cm (12j in.). 
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field characters. A largish yellow-green woodpecker with rufous- 
banded dark brown wings and a conspicuous golden yellow nuchal crest, 
sometimes erected fanwisc under excitement. Tail black, unbarred; under- 
parts olive-grey. 

Male has the chin and throat bright lemon yellow; forencck rich brown 
streaked with white. 

Female similar to male but >vith the dun and throat rufous brown 
instead of yellow. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunof* and HABITAT, Resident, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, 
NEFA, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo and Bangladesh (hill tracts). West 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa (Simlip^ Hills). Visakhapatnam dist,, E. Ghats 
(JBNHS 73: 394). From plains level to e, 2400 m in the Himalaya locally; 
preferential zone between c. 700 and 1500 metres. Affects open mixed ever- 
green and deciduous forest; partial to edge of cultivation clearings in foothills 
country. 

Extralimtal, Burma and southern Shan States. Widely distributed in 
other races in SE. Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in separated pairs or scattered family parties of 
4 or 5, often in dose associadon with racket-tailed and other drongos with 
no ulterior motive apparent on cither side! Feeds a great deal on the ground 
and rarely high up in trees. 

food. Ants, ter mi tf : ? and grubs and wood-boring beetles, c.g. Haph^ 
cerembjx spintcomis, a destructive boro- of the sal tree (Shorea robusto), 

VOICE and calls. ‘A f^ly loud, plaindvePtf/-2 . . .pee-u (lugh /falUn g)* — 
lister. A single metallic che^', when dbturbed and fl)4ng off a rich ‘laugh’ 
rather like that of the .Great Black Woodpecker (830) but less loud and 
more muacal (SA). 

BREEDmo. SectsoTi, hfarch to May. Pfesl, die usual shafi inridc the bole of 
a tree with a round lateral entrance-hole 7 or 8 cm across, cut at heights of 
3 to 5 or 6 metres from the ground. Eggs, 3 or 4, white, broad ovab. Average 
size of 40 eggs 28*8 X 22-2 mm (Baker). Both sexes ^harc in excavating the 
hole, incubation, and feeding the young. Incubation period undetermined. 
Courtship, described by Baker, as follows : Birds of a pair continually chase 
oim anodier with a litde squeaking cry, finally alighting on a tree. Female 
crouches [on a branch ?] dose against die bark, hlale approaches her back- 
'^’ards, ‘ his head thrown right over his rump with beak held up and crest 
V'cry widely expanded *. After getting witlun a few inches of her he sidles 
Jtcross to the odicr side and repeats the same action, the f em a l e sque akin g 
and shivering with excitement during the entire pierformance. After a few 
repetitions of this manoemTc copulation takes place. Details not very dear 
and needing amplification. 

hlusEUM DiA.cs’osts. FoT details of plumage see Baker, loc. dL 

‘Juvenile male like adult above but the crest paler yellow; gular streak pale 
yellow; chin and throat w'hitc spotted with black; rest of underparts as adult but 
greyer * (Hcdiurst). 

VEASURlitEjfTs 


Wing 

d'd’ 163-177 

9 9 166-173 


BIU 

40-45 

37-42 

(frmnskuH) 


Tarsus Tail 

27-32 114-127 tarn 

29-30 113-135 mm 

(SA. BB) 


Weight 5 eJ'd' 172-198 g; 3 9 9 165-174 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifb broNvnish crimson. Bill pale bluish grey, darker at 
base and gape, ivory colour at tips of both mandibles. Legs and feet gre>’ish sage^ 
green or plumbeous; claws plumbeous. 

Pice’S chlorolophx« Vfcilloi: Small Yellownaped Woodpecker 
Key to the Sobspecses 

A Larger; sving o\'er 125 mm 

a ^M^g mostly under 142 rmn P.c, ehlonlophus 

b ^ Ving mostly over 1 42 mm %,P.c. simlae 

B Smaller; wing under 125 mm 

c Brighter above, with a distinct bronze wash on the wings 

P. r, chtarigaster 

d Darker above, with no bronze wash on the wing P. c. uxUsi 


814. Picus ckloTolopkus simlae MtmeTtzhagen 
Picus chlorotopfms simlae Mcinertzhagen, 1924, Bulk BriL Om- CL 44: 54 (Dehra Dun) 
Baker, FBI No, 1347, VoL 4: 18 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Myna -f-; length c. 27 cm (10| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. AsofB15. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

FTATus, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. RcsidcnL The low'cr Himalayas . 
from Punjab (Dharmsala) through Himachal Pradesh, CJarhwal, Kumaon 
and Nep^ to an arbitrary boundary (the Arun Valley) at e, 87^E. long, 
latcrgradcs with cklorolophis over a considerable area from eastern Kumaon 
to cast-central Nepal. Terai, bhabar and foothills, locally to e, 2100 m. 
Affects ever gre en and moist-dedduous jimgle. 

GENERAL HABHE, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 815, q.v. 

BREEDiNc. Season, nerf, eggs, etc. as in chlorolopfuis. Average or4 eggs t^Vrn 
near Naini Tal 25*5 x 19*15 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Like nominate ehlmlcphus but »omcv\-hat larger with 
the nuchal crest usually a paler Iemoa->*cIIow r. orange-yellow. But the differences 
in size and colour between the Wat Hima1a>*an and East Himalayan populations 
follow a continuoua dine, hence the need for an arbitrary boundary as above. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^ 9 ^Ving I3&-150 mm (mostly above 142) — Baker. 

Central Nepal birds (from the xnicrgrading area) give: 

\%mg Bill Tail 

(fromskaJl) 

8 d’o’ 135-146 30-33 " 96-104 mm 

3 9 9 136-138 29-30 98-102 mm 

' . (Biswas) 

Weight I o> 81 g; 2 9 9 75, 83 g (Diesselhom). 

COLOURS OF RARE PARTS. As £n 815. 
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815. Piais cklorolofikiii chlorolophus Vieillot 
Picas chlcnlofthus Vieflloti I8f8, Nouv. diet. d’Hist. Nat. 26; 78 (Bengal) 
Baler, -FBI No. 1346, VoL 4: 17 
Plate 62, &g. 2 

LOCAL KAitEs. None recorded 

SIZE. Myna -h ; laxgth c. 27 cm (10| in.). 

field cHARAcreRs. A medium-sized ycllo^vish green woodpecker Mth z 
golden >’eIJow nu^al crest. 

Male. Abovcj forehead, superalia (continued behind to meet at nape) 
and a moustachial streak crimson; crown olive-green; nuchal crest golden 
yellow. Upper plumage bright yellowish green; wing-quills largely green 
and maroon-red. Tail brownish black ^v5th the central feathers edged bronze- 
green. Belozvj chin and throat brown, barred with ^vhitish; breast olive- 
brown; rest of underparts barred brown and white. 

Female. Similar to male but no crimson on forehead or malar stripe; 
crimson restricted to a short broad line from behind the eye to nape. 

Young (immature) dull coloured above without any crimson on head. 
Underparts barred oUve and white throughout. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTiotf and HABITAT. Resident. The loww Himalayas 
from about the Arun Valley in Nepal (c. 87®E,) eastward through Sikkim, 
Bhutan and NEFA. Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, hlizo, East Pakistan (hill 
tracts), lower Bengal, Bihar (Lohardaga). Tcrai, duars and foodiills; locdlly 
to e. 2000 m. Affects mixed deciduous and evergreen secondary jungle. 

Extredirniial. Northern Burma and northern Shan States. 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical woodpecker. Usually keeps in pairs, often in 
association with other woodpecker spedes or as a member of the itinerant 
mixed hunting parties of drongos, minivets, flycatchers, babblers and other in- 
sectivorous birds in forest Commonly descends to the ground to pick ants etc. 

FOOD. Insects, chiefly ants and termites; larvae and pupae of wood- 
boring and dung beetles. Berries as secondary food. 

VOICE and calls. Advertising call (.^) a plaintive, rather mournful- 
sounding, nasal single note cheeenkt lasting e, { to \ second — reminiscent of 
call of Black Bulbul — repeated monotonously c\'ery 15 to 30 seconds, 
often for 10 minutes or more at a stretch, while the biid is dinging motion- 
to a bare branch at the top of a forest tree. At each call the biil is raised 
to an angle of c. 45®, and head turned from side to side as if expecting a 
response, and yellow nape fluffed out into prominence. This raH is given 
by both sexes. Other calls have been described as ‘ a most peculiar trill of 
5 or more ascending notes, mistakable for some kind of cuckoo’s *, and a 
loud quaaa at intervals (Desiree Proud). Drums on wood in addition to the 
vocali^tions. 

BREEDiNO. Season, April-May. J^est, the usual ^s-oodpecker hole c. 5 cm 
in diameter in a dead or decaying tree-trunk, turned down into a vertical 
shaft up to 30 cm or more in depth and ending in a Avidened egg-chamberj 
no lining. The holes are often under 2 or 3 metres from the ground, but 
may be as high as 15 or 20. 3 to 5, white, broad ovab. Average size of 

50 eggs 24*3 X 19*0 mm (Baker). Both sexes share in c.xca^'ating the^hole, 
incubation, and feeding the yoimg; incubation period undetermined. 
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Museum Diacn^ -For detaib of plumage jce Baler, loc. dL DJfTcrs fioa 
^Vest Himalaj-an sirdcc in a^'e^aging somwvhat smaller with the nuchal crest hrichi 
orange-yellow r. pale Icmon-ycUow. ^ 

MZASCTEMENTS 

'Vmg Bai Tama Tail 

(fiom feathers) 

o'? I26-I42 21-28 c. 22-23 74-94 ma 

(Baler) 

COUJDM oy BAKZTAR-n. Iri bioivni* crinBOn; bare sijo round e>'e rlrly 
pIumbMur. Bill: upper mandible and tip of lower homy brown; upper mandible 
at gapt' and basal portion of lower mandible, pale green. Legs and feet greenish 
plumbeous; daws hrmra. 


816. Picus ehloTolopkis cblorigasierjtidon , 

Pirns cUrnirubrJerdon, 1844, Madras Jour. lit. Sci. 13 (2)i 139 (Soutbem India) 
Eater, FBI No. 1349, Vol. 4: 19 
Hate 62, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAME. Jifdrojnioiti (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna -b; length c. 27 cm (lOJ in.). 

FIELD characters. AsofBlS. Sec Museum Diagnosis. ’ 

ffTATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident The Sahyadri or Western 
Ghats complex from tlie Narbada river (IV. Khandesh, Surat Dangs) south 
to Kerala, induding the Nilgiris, Palnis and associated hilh in western 
Mysore (Malnaad). Extends cast to the Shevaroy and Nallamalai hills, and 
thence northward in the Eastern Ghats to northern Andhra (Anantpri, 
L a m asi n ghi) and Orissa (Mayurbhanj), in appropriate semi-ewgreen and 
moist-dedduous biotope. From plains level to c. 1 800 m ; commoner in the 
ibothills. Aficcts secondary jungle and mixed teak and bamboo forest 
Partial to rubber and coffee plantations. . 

GENERAL HABITS. As in the Other races, cf. 815. 

rooD. Ants and grubs; occasionally berries. Stomachs examined in a 
forest plantation area contained pr^ominantly adults and lar\'ae of 
Cremasto^asier sp. (Formiddac), and larvae ofl/c/rajia machureiis (P)Talidae), 
a harmful defoliator of teak {Teciona ^andis). 

VOICE and calls. Usually silent on the -wing. A single sharp mournful 
note cheutd: or cheearJz as in 815. One described by Betts as *a single sharp 
(hak ’ is possibly a variant rendering of the same. 

BREEDING. Scoson, Overall January to May, chiefly March and April. 
JVcf/, the usual woodpecker hole cxcas'atcd by the birds in the trunk or 
vertical branch of a forest tree, between about 5 and 7 metres from the 
ground. Frequently bored under one of the large plate-shaped ftmgi that 
project like brackets from the tnmks of dead trees in damp localities. Often 
the cnt^cc-holc is quite low down and hidden under tlic porch-Uke p^ 
jection. Eggs, normally 2, exceptionally 3, white, blunt ovals. Average size 
of 12 eggs 25-8 x 18*8 mm (^er). Breeding biology as in 815. Period of 
incubation undetermined. 
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Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate in being smaller and much 

darker green above. Breast more or Jess spotted wth white in all but the oldest b>rds. 
Extent of crimson on head much greater in both sexes; yellow on nuchal crest less 
in extent and much paler. 

measurements 

IVing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(&om skull) 

cPri* 120-128 26-32 20-24 78-89 mm 

9 9 119-128 26-30 20-23 77-84 mm 

(SA, HW, Koclz) 

Weight 4 57-74 g ; 3 9 9 62-70 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris crimson. Bill homy brown or brownish black, 
yellow at sides of base, especially cf lower mandible; mouth pink. Legs and feet 
greyish or dusky olive-green ; claw homy. 


8 1 7. PUus chloTolophus ivellsi Meinertzhagen 
Piais {hloTohpkus icellsi Meinertzhagen, 1924, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 44; 56 (Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1350, Vol. 4; 20 


LOCAL NAStES. Konii kaha kerella (Sinhala) ; MaramkaUi, Thachshan idirCTi (Tamil). 

SIZE. MjTxa length e. 25 cm (10 iru). 

FIELD characters. As of815. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Endcmic in Ceylon. Well distributed, 
in small numbers, throughout the low-country Wet zone (commonest in the 
foothills), and in some areas of tlic adjoining Dry zone; in the hills to 
c. 1800 m. 

GENERAL HABITS. FOOD, VOICE and CALI.S. As in 815 and other Indian 
subspecies, ‘ Its call 'is a loud, hanh scream queeer, very reminiscent of one 
of the notes of tlic Indian Pitta ’ (Heniy’). 

BREEDING. SeosoTt, Fcbruarj' to July, chiefly hfarcli and April as in S. India. 
Xest and eggs as in cklorigasler, the latter approximately same size. 

Museum Diagnosis. Dihers from South Indian cAIorisasler in being slightly smaller 
and with liic upperparts a darker tinge of green, lacking most of the golden bronze 
sheen on the wings. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bill Tarsus Tail 

• (from skull) 

I 118 26 20 80 mm 

5 0 9 115-123 24-25 19-20 78-86 mm' 

^ ‘ . (\VTiriUer) 

■Wingfromlllmmin 99 to 125 mm m 20 mm in 99 

UJ 25 in o’ o' ■ (ManCTfihigen). 

Wdght 1 9 67 B (SDR). 

COU>«nS OF BARE PARTS. As in 816. 


' Genus Di NO no SI Rafincsquc 

wfir-iRnSnaque, I814,Princip«FondamentnuT dcSomiolosic:2orcov^.T5-pe, 
D;/u#;bt (PMs) fttIWrs Rnfinesqne bused on !e peolde i 
dos rouge Pictu Jsrtfarmr Ljungh 


Bill about same length as head; culmcn slightly curved; nasal ndge not much 
developed, close to culmcn; nostrils exposed. Hallux or inner hind-toe very small 
or absent ; third and fourth iocs about equal in length. Wings and tail proportionately 
longer than in Mimplamis; outer laiJ-fcaihcn longer than upper lail-co-crts. A 
ocdpital crest in both sexes; in male crown also red, in female black spotted with 
white. 


Key to the Species 


Page 


A Toes three 

1 A single blacl line down the centre of the throat D.jacerM 

2 Twv black lines down the sides of the throat divided by a brownish 

SPACE 

B Toes four 
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Dinopium benohalense (Linnaeus): Lesser GoLDENBAcatED Woodpecxek 

Key to the SnbspecJe* 


Throat streaked with black and svhile 

J). t>. benghatenu 

197 


......... . .15. h. dUutam 

1% 

Throat spoiled black and white 

........ .D. b.pvnetioiUt 

199 


D. b. Uhminat 

199 

• Back darker, duller with a more olive wash; 

: underparts creamy buff 

D. b.Jaj^tKnu 

200 


D. fc. psesrodes 

201 


818. Dino^’wnn henghalenst dilulim (Blyth) 

Br.iachyptmais) tacren&ns xar. Br,{cchjpUTim) dHatas Blyth, 1819, Cat. Bds. 
Mus.AsiaL Soc.: 56 (Sind) 

edyptmss ltn[hskrju pstnsU Kocli, 1954, Contnb. Inst. Rcgioiul Esplomlion, 
No. 1: 23 (Sasan,Jimagadb) 

Baker, FBI No. 1396, VoL 4; 69 

local name. DreVien (« carpenter, Sind). 

SIZE, Myna -f ; frngtJi r. 29 cm (Mi in.). 
held CHARACTERS. Asor819. Scc Muscum Dbgnous. 
rrATUS, DimUBimoN and itAorrAT. Resident; common but lo^. Va 
.kistan in Baluchistan, Sind, N\V. frontier districts and louthsvcst Put^jaK 
«sibly east to about Ferorepore (c. 7rE.): nbo 
Rajasthan; intergrading svith adjoining ^21 .nd date 

id thorn forat; partial to avenues ofshcesham and babool trees, and da 

iTbe mtepedrie difTcrmce. in dii. 
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groves along roads and canals, in and arotmd villages, and xirban gardens 
and compounds. 

GE^'ERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 819, q.v. 

BREEDiNC. Season, chiefly h'larch and April. Kest, eggs and breeding 
biology as in 819 and other races. Old gnarled tamarisks and babool and 
sheesham trees arc favoured for nest sites. 

Mcssum Diagnosis. Crest vay long. DifTers, sex for sex, from norainateiffi^f^ilrtM 
(819) in ha\*mg the'uppcrparts a much paler yellow with obsolete white spotting and 
indistinct dark fleckiog to the feathers; shoulders black \ritb conspicuous wlute 
spotting; rump black. "WTiile of underparts purer and more extensive on chin, 
throat and forencck, which are streaked wth black. 

MEASUREiOKTS 

Wing BiU 

(from, feathers) 
cT? 142-147 28-37 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 819. 


819. Dinopium benghalense bengkalerue 

P/cur benghalatsis Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat, cd. 10, 1:113 
(Bcnghala = Chandemagor vide Stresemann, 1952, Ibis 94; 517) 
ETaehjpterrm 6engha£ensis paClialatus Van T>’ne & Koeiz, 1958, Occ- Papers Mua, 
Zool. Univ. Michigan, No. 334: 2 (Bhadwar, 2000 ft, Kangra dist,, Punjab) 
Baker, FBI No. 1394, VoL 4: 67 
4 » 

LOCAL KAMES. All woodpcckcTS KatphoTO (Hindi); Khxdree (Bastar, M.P.); Sana 
i;db9la Saugor); Vddrungi pitta (Tclugu). 

SIZE. Myna -f ; length c. 29 cm (IH in.). 

riELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, crown and ocdpital crest crimson; 
upper plumage cluefiy golden ycUo^vand black. Below, white streaked Tvith 
black, more boldly on breast. Chin, throat, and sides of head black, finely 
Streaked imd stippled with white. 

Jemal c similar to male but \rith forccroua black, stippled wtii white 
like the throat, and only die ocdpital crest crimson. 

Young (immature) like fcmcde but duller and browner, and \vithout 
tile ^vhitc stippling on crown or forehead. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTZON and HABITAT. Resident; the commonest and most 
widely distributed woodpecker, in the subcontinent as a \vhole. Punjab, 
Uttar Pradesh, Nepal lowlands, Bihar, W. Bengal, Assam, Manipur (?), 
East Pakistan, Orissa, northern Andhra (south to about Godavari river), 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat and northern Maharashtra. Inler- 
grades with diluium in Punjab and Nvith puncticolle around its southern limits 
(see footnote, p. 196). Plains, foothills and up to c. 1000 m (c. 1700 m — 
Dharmsala) in dry- and moist-dedduous biotope. Affects every t^^pc of 
w*ooded country : light forest, forest plantations, groves . of mango, palmyra 
(Borassus) palms and other trees about villages and cultivation, urban 
compounds, roadade avenues, etc. 
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GENERAL HABITS. Typical of the woodpeckers. Keeps in pairs or family 
parties, frequently with the mixfd hunting assodations of various insecti- 
^TJrous spedes, the woodpeckers following one another from tree to tree 
'and dinging vertically with an upward glide to the trunks and boughs. 
Creeps up in short jerky spurts, directly or in spirals, tapping spasmodically 
with the bill to stampede lurking insects or locate hidden pupal galleries oB 
wood-boring beetles. Will occasionally slide back ‘ in reverse gear ’ to re- 
investigate some promising crevice it has missed. Flight unditiaring, s^\^ft 
and noisy, consisting of a fmv rapid flaps followed by a long dipping bound 
with wings pressed to the sides; usually accompanied by a shrill, chattering 
* laugh *. Commonly descends to the ground and hops about picking up 
ants and crawling insects. 

FOOD. Insects and larvae, predominantly ants, picked off tree-trunks 
and boughs, and on the groimd. Fruits ,and berries: has been observed 
cUn^g to a half-ripe mango on a tree, dig^ng into the flesh and swalloNv- 
ing morsels. Also takes flower nectar regularly — Eiylhrina, Salmalia, 
Aaveerpus, GrevilUa recorded. Among stomach contents analj’sed from an 
intensively culti%*ated area in Bihar the following insects identified in 
quantity; ants (Fonnicidae — ■ CTeTnaslogaster stibnudc, Camponotus compressus, 
Oecopfylla smaragdina, Pkidole maJinsi (?), Meranoplus bicolor, Mymtco(^slus 
setipes)', wocxals (Curculionidae — Myllocerus discolor, Astyais lateralis), beetles 
(Tenebrionidae — Mesomorpha tiUiger, Derospkamts rugicollis), geometrid 
caterpillars, and once a centipede and spider (Mason &. Lefroy, 1912). 

VOICE and CALLS, A loud, high-pitched cackling * laugh *, rather like 
tiie Whitebreasted Kingfisher’s but less emphatic and more tinny. Drums 
on stems and boughs of trees in rather muffled bursts — {firr-r-r-r-r-r — of 2 
or 3 seconds duration, chiefly during* the breeding season as advertisement. 
Nest-young emit a screechy hissing to deter a human intruder, while the 
parents flit distractedly from branch to branch in the vidnity, pecking 
vidously on the substrate in anger and frustration. 

BREEDDto. Season, February to July, duefly March and April. Excava- 
tion often commences a monffl or more before egg-laying. Two successive 
broods sometimes raised. J^est, a neat round hole (c. 7 or 8 cm across) lead- 
ing to the shaft and widened cgg-chamber, usually cut between 3 and 6 
metres from the ground, occasionally 10 or more. Mango, Albiz^a, Eiythrina 
and other softwood trees, and steins of coconut and palymra palms usually 
selected; sometimes a horizontal branch with entrance on tiie underside. 
Eggs, normally 3, duna white with a glossy surface. Average size of 50 eggs 
28*1 X 20'9 mm (Baker). Both sexes share all the domestic chores; peri(^ 
of incubation imdetcrmined. Despite nest-sanitation practised by the 
parents, nests usually foul-smdling. 

Museum Diagnosis. Upperparts rich golden >*cllow; rump black; shoulders 
black with conspicuous creamy ^s•hite spotting; chin, throat and breast black, streaked 
with wMte; white of lower parts pure. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

c?9 135-148 31-43 

Weight 11 o'? 88-121 (av'er.'lOO-S) g-^SA. 


Tarsus Tail 

23-27 89-93 mm 

(SA) 


WOODPECKERS 199 

No consistent size diSercocc in the sexes. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris Tcddish brownj drcumorbital skin sage green. Bill 
homy black; mouth slaty pink or greyish pink. Legs and feet greyish leaf-green; 
claws slaty. 

820. Dinopium benghaUnse puncticolle (Malherbe) 

Piaa {Brachyptemopiais) puncticollis Malherbe, 1845, Rev. Zool.: 404 
(India =* slopes of the Nilgiri Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1395, Vol. 4: 69 

local wuies. Son pathi svtar (Marathi). Woodpeckers in general: Mdrdm.toto’, 
7iuhckan iurun, Matiu potuku (Tamil); VadrSn^ pitta (Tclugu). 

SIZE. Mj-na -F; length c. 29 cm (IH in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asof8l9. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

Distinguished from the very similar Threctoed Goldenback (825), 
especially in flight, by its black lower back and rump v. crimson. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtnTOH and HABITAT. Resident; common. Peninsular India 
south of the range of 819 (exduding Kerala), north to about Godav'ari R. 
m the cast and Rajasthan in the west (but sec footnote, p. 196). Affects 
dry- and moist-deciduous biotope, plains and hills to c. 1200 m light forest, 
roadside avenues, mango topes around villages and cultivation, vs’ooded 
urban, gardens and compounds, coconut, date and palmyra groves, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 819, q.v. 

BREEDiNa. Season, chiefly March— April. J^est, eggs (c/3) and breeding 
biology as in the nominate subspedes. 

Museum Diagnosis. Upperparts golden yellow, intermediate between tuluium 
and bengkalerue'i rump black; shoulders partly black with conspicuous creamy white 
Jpotting; chin, throat and breast black, with small white triangular spots; white 
of lower plumage pale creamy white. 

MEASiniEMENTa 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tml 

(from skull) 

9 d'd' 138-146 35-41 24-28 82-89 min 

n 9 9 137-146 37-40 25-26 80-92 mm 

Wdght 1 9 132 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS as in 819. 

Moceuaneous. Parasitized by the ticks HemspJrnaJis spinisera and H. tsrtsrts 
{Rajagopalau, JBNHS 69; 62). 

821. lyirwpium benghjiense tehninae (WhkdcT 8c. ’Klimczr) 

Broef^tfTTsu bengkdensis ‘ehiwtas ^Vhistler & Kinnear, 1934, Jour. Bombay nat. 

HBl Soc. 37: 293 (Rajampara, 1350 ft, Panthalam Hills, Travancore) 

BreeJ^tmaa zccodi Korir, 1939, Proc. BioL Soc. Washington 52: 78 

(Jagalbed, Bombay State) 

Baker, FBI No. 1395 (part), VoL 4: 69 

LOCiu. KAMZX All woodpeckers: Mdrdnkelii (Mala plam ). 

HZ!. MjTia -F; length c. 29 cm (Hi in-). 
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field CRARAcrrERS. As in 819. See Muscum Diagnoris. 

Distingmshed from the very similar Threctoed Goldenback (825), 
especially in flight, its black lower back and rump r. crimson. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcddcnt; common. West coast of 
India southward from c. 16®N. through Goa, western Mysore (Malnaad) 
and Kerala; low country and foothills, locally up to c. 1000 m. AJffccts light 
forest, wooded urban and rural compounds, fruit gardens surrounding the 
backv^tcr homesteads, and rubber, cashew, and coconut plantations, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 819 and other races, 

BREEDiN’o. Season, Febiuary-March andJuly-August; possibly staggering 
through the intervening months. Xest, eggs (c/3) and breeding biology as in 
819. 

Museum Diagnosis. Upperparts rich golden olive-ydlow; black of rump much 
rotricted and obscured by an olive wash ; black of shoulders practically obscured by 
golden olive wash, the spots small or obsolete and ycllowbh cream in colour. Chin, 
throat and breast black with fine white spotting and barring ; white of lower plumage 
with a creamy buff tinge. 

MEASUREStENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

6 <fc? 136-151 39-43 25-26 B6-95 mm 

8 9 9 138-149 39-41 23-25 85-94 mm 

(HW) 

COLOURS OF BARB PARTS. Iris farowTi, brownish crimson, or crimson. Bill slaty 
brown (horny black), greyish laterally at base of lower mandible; mouth grejish 
pink. and feet g r eenish grey; cIas^'S homy brown. 

822. Dhupism hsngkalwtseja^wnse (Whistler) 

BreA^terras hengkdUnsis jc^xrjis Whistler, 1944, Spolia Zey l a nica 23; 206 
(Illuppaikkadav’ai, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1397, Vot 4: 70 

LOCAL NAMES. Pita ring kertlla (Sinhala); Mdrdvdxtti, Tkecheksn kunevi (Tamil, 
Ceylon). 

fTTp- M^Tia i; length c. 28 cm (11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As of 819; slightly smaller. See Muscum Diagnosis. 

ffTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Racc endemic in Cc^don. Moderately 
plmtiful in the Jaffria peninsula and well-vs'oodcd areas to the north of 
Puttalam and Trincomalce; less common in the inland northern forest area, 
north of Kekirawa (North Central Province). Southwards, it meets and 
intcrgradcs with the Redbacked IVoodpccker (823) — Phillips. Largely a 
bird of open coastal areas. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As £n 819 and the other 
peninsular races. Sec hluscum Diagnosix- 

BSEEDINO. Season, ‘about April* (^Vait). A erf, egge, etc. doubtless as in 
819 imd 823, but very little definitely recorded. 

Museum Diacnos 3 . Diffos from peninsular psuAcsUe (820) in the darker and 
duller tint of the upperparts with their more olive wash both on mantle and wings. 
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tsid by the sroaHer and xxu)re * arnnv^beaded * spots on the wisg-shoxilders. Xowo 
plumage creamy bud* (p. white) with more heavily defined black markings from 
breast to under tan*coverti. Also by smaller sire and li^teft more pointed 
/ bin. Very close to the Iverala population (821) j s^jaraUe from it chiefiy on sire and 

bm. 


UEAstmocErm 

Wing 

7 130-138 

6 9 9 132-135 

ooLotms or barb parts. 


Bin Tairus 

(from skull) 

34- 39 24-25 

35- 36 25-24 

tin 821. 


Tail 


78-85 
75-85 tTTiT^ 
(H\V) 


823. Dinopium baigkalmse psarodes (A. Lichtenstein) 


Tiesis psGToda A. Lichtenstein, 1793, Catalogus r ^irn Hanburgi: 18 

(‘ Ostindien *, restricted to Ceylon by Meisc, 1950, Ardea 38: 187) 

IHms erithmeihoi Vieinot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat. 26; 73 
(Java, moTt = Cc>-lon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1398. VoL 4: 71 

Plate-GO.fig. 14 ^ 


LOCAL KASiBS. Pita rdtu kerella (Stnhala); Mardwhold^ Tha^iehan faerSri (Tam3, 
Ceylon). 

SIZE, Myna -h ; length c. 28 cm (1 1 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar, sex for sex, to the Goldenbacks (c,g.. 819, 
822) but Mnth crimson replacing golden }*elIow in the upper plumage. 
Confusable with Ceylon Grimsonbacked Woodpecker (863), but alightly 
smaller size, brighter red back, bolder black and white markings on sides of 
head, shorter darker coloured bill, and different call-notes, dis^osde, 

STATUS, nsTRiBunoN and habitat. Race endemic in Ceylon; the 
commonest woodpecker in the island. Plentiful throughout the well-wooded 
hills to c, 1700 m; also throughout the lowlands except the forested coastal 
area north of Puttalam, Keldrawa and Trincom^ec where it meets and 
intergradcs with the goldenbacked jqffhaist (822) — Plullips. Affects coconut 
plantations, wooded gardens and open jungle; av’olds heavy forest 

CEKERAL habits, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 822, and in 819 and 
other peninsular races. 

BREEDiNO. SeasQTty ovcraU December to September, chiefly March to 
June and August-September. Kest, eggs (c/3) and breeding biology as in 
819 and other races. Average size of 13 eggs 29 x 21 *3 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies and Field Characters. Black on 
sides of head and lower plumage greater in extent, and white less than in the golden- 
backed races; white markings on chin and throat confined to spots or narrow bars. 

MEASUREMENTS ^ 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 


12 Gt<f 135-141 35-39 

11 9 9 130-140 32-40 

Weight 1 9 97 g (SDR). 


25-24 85-90 mm 

24-25 77-93 mm 

(mV, SDR) 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 821. 


202 PICIFORMES 

824. H i m a la yan GoIdenbacLcd Threetoed 'Woodpecker. Dvis*'hr\ 
skoxii sharii (Vigors) ' 

Pirjs sharii Vigors, 1832 (1830-31), Proc. Zool. Soc, London (1): 175 (HIirub%*a 5 ) 
Baker, FBI No. 1401. Vol. 4: 74 

LOCAL NAMES. Noflc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Pigeon ±; length c. 31 cm (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A largish goldcnbackcd woodpecker with crimson 
cxtns-n and' occipital crest (o'), crimson rump and bbek tail. Hindneck 
black, the bbek continued fons-ard as a black stripe to bcliind eye; a 
prominent white superdliura to nape; a broad white band down either side of 
neck. Bbek moustachial streaks continued as a double Jme down centre of 
throat, with the intervemng space pale brown. £ehw, brca>t and under- 
parts buffy white boldly streaked and scalloped with black. 

Female similar to the male but with forehead and forecrown browTusIi 
bbek instead of crimson; crown and cret bbek with long white streaks, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; from Garhwal eastward 
through Nepal, Siklmn, Bhutan and NEFA. Abo Nagaland, Manipur and 
East Pakistan (hill tracts). Locally not uncommon in the Flimabyan tcrai, 
bhabar, duars and foothiUs, up to c. 700 m. Co-costing with Vinepiur. 
henghalense, but cridcntly more narrowly restricted to clima.x forest and less 
adaptable than bmgkclaise to conditions created by increasing deforestation, 
therefore less widespread. Affects tall dedduous and scml-cvcrgrccn forcsL 

Exfralimilal. Cfun and Kadun hilb, Arafcan kbrnas and Burmese hill 
ranges south to Thayctmyo (Peters). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and a\LLs. As in other goldenbacked 
\voodpeckers (cf. 819). Nothing specifically recorded. 

BREEDDfo. Season, not definitely known; eggs have been taken apparently 
only thrice, all in the fiist half of April. J^esl, the typical woodpecker boring 
in a tree-trunk. Eggs, 3 (sometimes 2 ?), white. Average size of 8 eggs 
29*9 X 20*8 mm (Baker). 

MusEmi Diagnosis. Hallux (inner hind-toe) absent. See Kc>* to the Spedes. 


MEASUREStENTS 



W’ing . 

BiU 

Tanus 

TaU 

7 o’ o' 

154-159 

39-44. 

— 

96-104 mm 

7 9 9 

152-164 

37-41 

— 

99-104 mm 

Baker gisres 


{from skull) 


(Binv-as) 



(from feathers) 



d’9 

146-162 

32-36 

25-24 

95-103 mm 


Weight 1 9 191 g (Diessdhont). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irb (bik brown, reddish brown or crimson (age ?). 
BUI dark sbty or blackbh. Legs and feet plumbeous or greenish brown; cbwT lUty; 
pads ycUo^vish grey. 

Dinopium javanense (Ljungh); Indian Goldenbacked 
Threetoed Woodpecker 
Key to the Subspecie* 

Lajger -..D. J. inlrnneJium 

Smaller, with an cHvc wash on the yellow upperparts 

D. J. malaMran 
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825. Dinopium javanense malaharician "Whistler & Kinnear 

Dinopium Javanense malabarieum MTiistlcr 5: Kinnear, 1934, Jour, Bombay nat. HuL 
Soc. 37; 294 (Manantoddy, ^Vynaad). Nmv name for Piais rziiropjgialis aucL, not 
of Malherbe, 1845 
Baker, FBI No. 1400, Vol. 4: 73 
Plate 60, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. Alanu tolachki (Telugu); Aldram tolaehhi, Thaehehan kuruci (Tamil); 
Aldrdmkctti (all woodpeckers, Mabyalam). 

size. M)*na -f-; length c. 28 cm (11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Supcrfidally rather similar to Kerab Goldenbacked 
Woodpecker (821), abo with crimson crowm and ocdpical crest in male, 
but golden olive of upperparts mixed with orange or scarlet, and lower back 
and rump crimson (r. black). A white supercilium to nape; sides of head 
boldly striped black and wbite. Below, buffy white with a black stripe down 
middle of chin and throat and prominent black scalloping or scalc-likc 
markings on breast and abdomen. 

Female similar to male but crown and ocdpital crest black instead of 
crimson, and stippled with wliitc. 

X£ay be confiised in the field abo tvith ChysocolapUs /. ckersonesas (862)— 
abo with red rump -r but its slightly smaller size and black nape (r. wMte 
in 862) arc diagnostic. The calb of the two arc abo dbtinct, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Range almost complclcly coincident 
%vith that of 821 : southwestern India south^vard fiom c. I6®N, through Goa, 
western Mysore (Malnaad), w'cstcm Tamil Nadu (Nilgiri and Palni Hilb) 
"and Kerala; lo^v country and hilb up to c. 2300 m. Affects mobt-dedduous 
and e%*crgreen forest, espcdally' in the foolhilb — more humid fades than 
usual with 821. 

The speda JavarMtse, like the several other Indo-Malayan elements in tiic 
fauna of the hea\ty-rainfall areas of southwestern India, has a remarkably 
disjimct range, the nearest rdated population in Assam (826) being 
separated from tnalabaricwn by a gap of more than 1500 km, 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical %voodpcckcr. Keeps in pairs, often associated 
rtith mixed himting parties of wood shrikes, racket-tailed drongos, and other 
insectivorous birds in forest. 

FOOD. Ants, grubs of beetles, and other insects. 

VOICE and cali5, A rather weak tinny scream, quite dbtinct from the 
caU of the commoner Goldenbacked (821). Abo drums on wood like most 
other woodpeckers, particulariy during the breeding season. 

BREEDINO. Seasen, ov-eraU January to April-May, chiefly February tod, 
March. A'crf, the usual hole excavated in a tree-tnmk or branch from una» 

2 metres to 10, normally below 5 m. Eggs, 2 or 3, white, oval, un^ked. 
Average tire of 15 eggr 29-4 X 20-4 mm_(Bate). Breedmg biolo^- not 
spedfiraUy recorded; presumably as m 821. Incubaoon period 

(826) in its somewhat smaDer and a strong ohve wash m the golden colour of 
the upper plumage. 
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Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

' Tan 


(from skull) 


87-95 mm 

135-143 

31-32 

22-24 

137-143 

27-32 

22-24 

83-94 mm 
(HfV, SA) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. XfTS rCOalMX UTvmii w uionuMa. .v.. , 

grey at chin, gape and base of lower mandible; mouth gre>T5h pint Legs and feet 

greenish grey or grej-ish green; claws slaty brown. 

susciiJjsr.-rous. Parasitised bj- tick Hcraaphjaalu spmsrra (Rajagopslan. JBNHS 
69: 62). 

826. Dmpitmjaammsi otUrmedium (Bl>-th) 

Picus (Jitd) Blyth, 1845. Jour. AsUt- Soc. Bengal 14 (I): 193 (N^I, 

Assam, . . . Ttiiasserim = Araian, vide Baler. 1919. Restricted to 3^ Wand 
by Robinson & Kloss, 1923, Jour. Kat. Hist. Soc. Siam 5: 1B7) 

Baker, FBI No. 1399, Vol. 4: 72 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd, 

SIZE. Pigeon 4*» length c. 30 cm (12 in.). 

EIEIJ) CHARACTERS. As of 825. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

ETATTH, DUrnUBunoN and lumiTAT. Resident. A^ south of 
putra R., Nagaland (?), Manipur, Tipperah and East Afle^ 

moist.deciduom biotope — plains and foothills forest, and svooded country 

around habitations, ^ ...... j j . 1 ,- 

ExtralimitaL Burma north of c. lO'N., Shan States, Thailand and the 

Indochinese countries. , j t. c:.T,n«i* 

OE.NERAI. HABm, EOOD, VOICE and CALia. Typical woodpecier. Similsr 

to 825 and other species, qq.v. . „ . , . j . -i x' .i rlir 

- BREEDDto. Seasm, March to June, chiefly March and ApnI. tW 
usual woodpecker hole in a tree-trunk. Eggr, nonmilly 3, wlutc. Average 

size of 12 eggs 29 X 19-1 mm (Baker). , 

Musito Duonosu. Difleis from nalcharian (825) in being ilighlly larger an 

purer golden on the upperparts. lacking the olive wash. 

MXASXnUEMENTS _ 

^VTng Bni Tama Tail 

^ (from feathers) 

(Jtq 136-165 27-30 23-24 89-102 mm 

’ (Baker) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Ifb brown or hazel. Bill almoit black, brownish or 
plumbeous on the basal half. Le^ and feci dull brovmbh green. 

CJcnus Gecinulus Blyth 

pfftea/w Blyth, 1845, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 14(1): 1 92 . Type, by monorypy, 
Piras grextia Horsfield _ 

Only three toes proem, the hallmc or inner hind-toe IsciLy- B'H ^ 

pros J; culmen blunt, nearly straight; na«l ridge obmlcte. Notrilr doe to ^ 
ofbnl; nasal plumes short. Tail-feathers broad, not acuminate; onto 
dian coverts but much shorter than the rest, which arc regularly gradua.ri. Ores 
short, iacoospicuous- 
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827. Palehcaded Woodpecker, Geshmhis grimtia grarJia (Horsficid) 

Pica {Chytmstas Swainson) Crerjia HorsBeld, 1840 (1839), Proc. ZooL* Soc. London 
(7): 165 (Assam) 

Gttivrdus /rotfifi esistss Kodz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 22 
(Hmuntha, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1356, VoL 4: 27 
Plate 62, &g. 12 

tocAL NAMES. Ka Ut (L-cpcha) ; Kvna (Dafia). r 

rrrv^ Myna 4“; length c, 25 cm (10 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, forehead and adcs of head pale 
golden oUve-brown; sides of neck and nape golden olivc^ycHow. A crimson- 
pink patch on crovtii. Rest of upper plumage dull crimson, including 
secondary vnng-quflls; primaries brown barred with buff; bro'ATi and 
crimson. BeloWf chin and diroat dull olivc-ycUow merging into dark brownish 
olive of rest of tmderparts. 

Female similar, only lacking the crimson-pink patch on crown. 

Young immature) like female but dark brovsn on mande and very dark 
diocolate-brovk-n on breast, flanks and abdomen. 

. STATUS, DisTRiBDTiON and HABITAT. Resident; not uncommon but rather 
locaL From eastern Nepal through Sikkim, Bhutan and all Assam to extreme 
eastern NEFA, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo and East Pakistan (hill tracts); 
plains and foothiUs up to c. 1000 m, occasionally somewhat higher. Affects 
bamboo and mixed se«>ndary forest in moist-dedduous biotope; V'cry 
partial to bamboo jungle. ^ 

Extralimital, (Hhin Hills, Burma. ' 

GENERAL HABITS. A noisy woodpcckcT, usually seen singly or in p^rs 
hunting actively on moderate sized tree-trunks and particularly on large 
bamboos; also on fallen decaying logs, rarely even om the grouni 

FOOD. Insects, chiefly ants and grubs of beetles. 

VOICE and calls. Contact call a nasal ckaik^ckaik-ckaik ... 5 or 6 times ' 
in succession, commendng loud and slo^v, increasing in tempo, then g^o^s•ing 
fainter and fading out. Also utters a loud, harsh castanet-like ratthng 
kireke^kereke-fJreki etc. (or ckerekeT-chereheT-cherekeT), reminiscent of a tree pie 
or jay — this c%'identiy a cry of agitation or concern (?). Both these c^ 
are si milar m pattern to those of the Redearcd Bay Woodpecker (857) and 
apt to be confusing. Has not spedfically been reojrdcd dnimming. 

BREEDING. Scoscnj chicfiy March to May. Xeslj a hole cut by the birds 
in a rotten tree-stump or Iwle, usually fairly low doNsn — from 1 to 6 m. 
i^parentiy the same shaft ^vith nesv entrance-holes is used in successive 
years, but whether by the same or a different pair is not kno^^’n. EggSi 3, 
white. Average size of 24 eggs 25*7 X 19*2 mm (Baker). Period of 
incubation undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Viag Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

o'? 125-134 25-27 23-24 79-87 mm 

(Baker, SA) 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Itb rcddixh browTi. Bin bluish ivory, pale plumbeotis 
near base. Legs and feet olive; clavss homy brovm. 

Genus Mulleripicds Bonaparte 
Hcsclo^his a MeUmpiaa Bonaparte, 1654, Ateneo Italiano 2: 122 (Consp. Volucr. 

Z^odact.: 7). Type, by monotypy, Piau /■drmtimfaj Tcmminck 
Size very large. No crest; feathers of crown short, harsh and scaly. Bill large: 
culmcn curved at base then' straight; tip compressed and chisel-shaped. Nasal 
ridge well devdoped, near culmcn, extending almost to tip. Nostrils large, rounded, 
covered witii plumes. Feet and daws large; hallux well developed; fourth toe shorter 
third. ^Vings and tail long; tail-feathers very strong and pointed, the outer 
pair just extending beyond the covxrts. Only a single spcacs within our limit*. 

Mulleripicus pulverulentus (Temminck): Great Slaty Woodpecker 
Key to the Subspecies 

lifter grey; malar stripe scariet M. p. heritrH 

Dmte grey particularly on the lower parts; malar stripe crimson 
- M.p. nshst 


828. Mullmpiais pidvavler^iis mohm Ripley' 

MisUaipicJS pdcfTvlmtsu tnahsi Ripley, 1950, Proc, BioL Soc. Washington 63: 103 
(Jamu Ghat, Bhcri River, western Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 141 1 (pan), VoL 4: 86 
Plate 62, &g. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

size. House Crow length e. 51 cm (20 in.). 

FIELD characters. As of 829, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspcdcs and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

status, DBTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident: Uttar Pradesh (from about 
Simla c. 77®E.) eastward through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Arunachal and 
Assam north of Brahmaputra R.; lerai, duars, foothills and up to c. 1000 m, 
occasionally to 2000 m. Affects climax sal and tropical scmi-cvergrccn forest; 
sometimes o ver grown dealings with a scattering of tall-piimcv^’ trees — • 
almost park-like country. 

general habits, food, voice and calls. As in 829, q.v. 

breeding. Season^ ndrf, eggs and breeding biology as in 829. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from karterH (829) of Assam-Burma in being darker 
slaty, especially on the xmderpartr, and in the moustachial stripe of the male bring 
crimson r. scarleL 

measurements and colours of bare parts. As in 829. 


829. MullaipicmpidvavlaitmhartntiYiess^ 
MuUfripiais p’Acmdritus heTtertiHessCf 1911, C)m.Monatsb. 19: 182 
(T>’pc from Pya, upper Chindwin River, Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. 1411 (part), VoL 4: 86 
LOCAL NAME. Dcaja geda^sa h gadeba (Cachari). 
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SIZE. House Crow 4-; length e, 51 cm (20 in.). 

FIELD characters. A large v.'oodpeckcr overall slaty grey Vpith huffy 
yellow chin, throat and foreneck. Male’ has a short broad crimson mousta- 
chial stripe which the female lacks. 

Young (immature) likf female but darker and duller slate with the 
tmderparts more profusely spotted with pale dots. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident, A ssa m south of Brahma- 
putra R., hlishmi Hills, Nagaland (?), Mampur, and East Pakistan 
in the tracts; in moist-dedduous and evergre^ climax foothills 
forest 

ExtralindtaL Burma south to N. Tcnasscrim, Thmland and the Indo- 
chinese cotmtrics. 

general habits. Almost inv’ariably ke^)s in s m all parties of 3 to 6 in 
idl dense forest as well as thinned-out stands of giant trees in o\'crgro\s’n 
deanngs. The indhiduals scatter to feed in ndghbouring trees, m ain t ain ing 
contact with one another by short querulous notes between the bouts of 
powerful tapping as thc>' scuttle jerkily up and around the boles ^d 
branches. The birds fly from one patch of the fbrest to another in spraw’lmg 
foUow-my-leadcr style through the tree-tops or high above the forest canopy. 
Flight stately and tmhurried with slo^v deliberate wing-beats, reminiscent 
(in silhouette) of a crow fi>-mg to roost, with but little of the usual wood- 
pecker bounds and undulations. 

food. Insects: chicfiy larvae and pupae of wood-boring beetles, c.g.^ 
k^cplcctrcmb^x. 

VOICE and calls. A very loud, rather raucous but not unpleasant cackle 
in-flight. A single loud querulous note intriguingly like something between 
the bleat ofa goat and the bark ofa dog! (SA). Besides the vocalizations has 
a powerful reverberating mechanical drumming with the bill, audible at a 
great distance, 

breedkc. Season, March to May. Kest, the ty-pical woodpecker hole 
high up (often 25 m or more) in the lofty unbranched bole of a 
*iiptcrocarp or suchlike giant tree, often a dead or decaying one. Hole 

10 cm in diameter' extending several centimetres horizontally before 
f^^Fning down for 30 cm or so and widening into the egg-chamber.^ 
normally 3 or 4, white and strikingly large; laid-on. tiic bare wood without 
any lining. Average size of 14 eggs 39*1 X 29*4 mm (Baker). Both s^cs 
share in cxca\’ating the hole, incubation, and feeding tiie young. Fenoq of 
incubation undetermined. 

Museum Dl^,cxoot. For details of plumage see Baker, loc- cit. Differs from njAsa 
(828) of Nepal. Sikkim, etc. in bring a paler slaty grc>- with the moustachial stripe 
of the male orange* crimson or scarlet r. deep 

MEASUaasrENTS 

w^g Bni 

(from feathers) 

221-245 60-69' 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark hazel-brown to reddish brown; orcumorbital 
sHn slaty. Bill pale slaty whit^ sometimes tinged vtith blue; culmcn and tip blacSash. 
begs and feet dark slaty, sometimes tinged with bluish or gre enish . 
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Genus Dryocopus Boie 

Dijocopas Boie, 1826, Isis von Oken, Bd. 2, coL 977. Type, by monotypy, Piaa 
fnartau Linnaeus 

Structurally very similar to Mtdlmpvax but with a wdl*xnarked nuchal crest: 
fcithers of crown normal — not short, harsh and scaly. Bill shorter than in MuU 
Unpieus with the nasal ridges farther from culmea thou^ still nearer to it at base 
of bni tHan to commissure. Only a single spedes within our limits. 

Dryocopus javenses (Hoixfield) : Great Black ‘Woodpecker 
Key to tlie Snbsperies 


Belly and rump white D.j, kodgsera 

Plumage wholly black .D.j. kodgei 


830. Diyocopasjasensishodgsonsi(Jcidon) 

Melccchphas (NrrabfAar) Nbdgrerii jerdon, 1840, Maxiras Jour. liL ScL 11 (1): 
215, pL 2 (Indian peninsula: restricted type locality Tdlchctry) 

CC All, Silim, 1951, JBNHS 4$: 787 
Baker, FBI No. 1414. VoL 4: 90 
Plate 62, &g. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. PhoBuc khtdree f = buffalo woodpecker —Bastar dht., M.P. ); 
Kakka ndrsAkotti (Mala^alam). 

yT7P_ House Crow -4-; length e. 48 cm (19 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A magnificent large black woodpecker with con- 
spicuous white rump, and white imderparts from breast down. 



Xr. I 


Male with br illian t crimson forehead, crown, nuchal crest, and diecks. 

Female rimilar, but svith the criinson confined to nape only. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and iMBiTAT. Rcsidcnt. The humid Sahyadri or 
■Western Ghats complex from Kerala northward to the Tapti river (e. 21*N.), 
through W. Tamil Nadu (Nfigiris), W. Mysore (Malnaad, indudmg Coorg), 
Goa, ^V. J»Iaharashtra (north to Khandesh) and 5. Gujarat (Surat 
Dangs). Also procured in Bastar dist. (r. 82*E,), eastern Madhya Pradesh, 
thc^ore possibly extending right across the central pcniimila along the 


Tarsus Tail 

39-41 I34-I62 mm 

(Baker) 
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Satpura mountain trend. This needs investigation. Not uncommon, but 
very local, in the hcavy-rainlall zone north to Goa;' thinly distributed, rare 
or sporadic elsewhere in its range — plains,* foothills and up to c, 1200 m 
elevation. Affects climax and secondary forest in evergreen and moist- 
deaduous biotope. Partial to mixed bamboo Jungle and to lofty natural 
shade trees in coffee and' cardamom' plantations in SW. India. Very pensi- 
live to deforestation and disturbance by humans, soon forsaking localities 
where limbering is in progress or the forest has been felled. Thus many 
gaps in its present range doubtless due to disappearance of appropriate' 
habitats. 

Extralimital. Represented in Burma by the closely similar subspraes 
Jeddeni (Plate 54) ^vith scarlet-crimson (y. deep crimson) crown and 
nape. 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical of the woodpeckers and very similar to those 
of the Great Slaty (829). Keeps in noisy pairs or loose family parties of 3 or 
4 chiefly to large forest trees. Flight stately and unhurried, mth deliberate 
wing-beats reminiscent of a Crow’s or blue jay’s in silhouette. 

FOOD. Chiefly ants {pampomtus and others), termites, and grubs and 
pupae of wood-boring beetles. Stomach of one example contained numerous 
small honey-bees (Apb Jiarea) taken from a comb in a tree hollow; the bird’s 
forehead and chin feathers were clotted with honey. 

VOICE and calls. A wild resounding metallic single note chianky uttered 
by both sexes, every 2 or 3 seconds 3 or 4 times in succession, both while 
clinging to a tree-trunk and in flight from one part of the forest to another. 
A short ringing laugh or chuckle uttered on wing, reminiscent of the 
cry of the Malabar Grey Hornbill (768). In addldon a loud, resonant, 
far-carryirig mechanical drumming like a burst of machine-gun fire, 
particularly in the breeding 'season, evidently to advertise its pre- 
sence and territory: this responded to in like manner by other birds in the 
distance. i 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, principally January to March. the usual wood- 
pecker hole, e. 14 cm in diameter, excavated in rotten trunks of large branch- 
less trees at heights between c. 8 and 16 metres from the ground. The shaft 
and egg-chamber are often up to 50 or 60 cm deep. EggSy normally 2, some- 
times said to be 3 or 4, white broad ovals, measuring c. 35 X 23 mm. Both 
sexes take part in excavating the nest, incubation (?) and feeding the 
young. Incubation period undetermined. The squabs arc greatly relished 
as food by the locals in Bastar dist., Madhya Pradesh, and eagerly sought; 
hence, probably, its rarity and inordinate shyness in that area. 

Museum Diagnosis. See keys to the Species and Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tartus 

Tail 


213-225 

63-69 

37-43 

139-165 mm 

99 

'212-226 

59-65 

36-39 

130-170 mm 
(SA) 


COLOURS' OP BARE PARTS. Iris ycllovrish white (adult c? 9)> or pearl grey (imm.). 
Bill horny slate, paler on sides of lower mandible. Legs and feet greyish slate; claw 
horny brown. 

% 

u 
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831. Dt^mofusjanmis Iwjgii (Blyth) 

Mullmpim Min Blyth, 1860, Joui. Asht. Soc. Bengal 29: 105 (Andamaa Wand.} 
Baker, FBI No. 1415, Vol. 4: 91 
. Plate 62, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcO. 

SIZE. Pigeon + ; length c. 38 cm (15 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large blacfc woodpecker similar to 830 but smaller 
with the black duller and more browTiish and no white in the plumag^ 
Forehead, crown, crest, and moustachial patch crimson in male: only 
lundcrown and nape in female. .. ^ 

STATUS, DisTRmxmoN and habitat. • Resident; fairly common. Andaman 
Islands, in high evergreen forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Very like 830, q.v. Frequents lofty trees in high foraL 
Each individual has two or three favourite dead stumps to which it repairs 
two or three times daily to drum at intervals on dead wood, producing an 
extraordinarily loud rattle audible for a mile or more and usually answered 
from several other parts of the forest (Butler, JBNHS 12: 560). Evidently 
descends to the ground on occasion to feed on ants etc. like other \\*ood- 
peckers. 

FOOD. Not specifically recorded; presumably as in 830. 

VOICE and calls. * A loud chattering kuk-kuk-ktik (or kik-kik-kik) ending 
with a whistling kui * (HA), 

BREEDING. Stason, Fcbruaiy-March. a hole drilled in a dead tree- 
trunk or large branch between e. 6 and 14 m up, in fairly open forest (BBO 
and Wickham). Eggs, .2, white. Average size of twelve 33*4 x 23*3 mm 
(Baker). No ofocr particulars recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec key to the Subspecies and Field Characten. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

o' 9 180-190 41-47 32-33 130-147 mm 

ifrora feathen) , (Baker, HA) 

colours op bare parts. Iris creamy white to pale bright yellow. BUI plumbous 
black; kip paler and translucent. Legs and feet greenish or plumbeous black. 

83 1 a. Black Woodpecker. Diycopus martius khatnmsis (Buturlin) 

(Sec Appendix, p. 259) 

Genus Hypopicus Bonaparte 

Hypopkus Bonaparte, 1854, Consp. Volucf. Zygodact., No. 62: 8 . Type, by original 
designation, Pitus kypnylhnis Vigors 

Crest obsolete. Bill slender, compress^ and truncated; culmen straight and 
angulate, with a short nasal ridge extending close down to commissure for rather 
less than half length of bill, Nostrib with short nasal plumes. Gonys long; chin 
angle close to gape and conceal^ by bristles. Fourth toe (outer posterior) slightly 
longer than 3rd (outer anterior). Outermost pair ofrectriccs shorter than tail-co\*erti. 

Hypopicus hvpervthrus (Vigors) ; Rupousbelued Woodpecker 
Key to the Sabspedee 

Smaller; wing 126 mm or less H.h. hjrperjrtJtnu 

Larger; wing 126 mm or more; red on head extends briiind ear- 
coverts h* ffiorshelU 
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832. Hjpopicus f^perythnis marshalli (Harlcrt) 

DryobaUs hypeiythrus marshalli Hartcrt, 1912, V 6 g. pal. Fauna 2 (7): 926 (Murree) 
Baker, Ftil No. 1359, Vol. 4: 31 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul ±; length c. 20 cm (8 in.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 833. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABiTA;r. Resident. The western Himalayas 
from i^hmir and X^adakh eastward through Punjab and Himachal 
Pradesh to Kumaon, where it intergrades >vith the nominate^ race. Affects 
subtropical pine and moist temperate forest (horse-chestnut, silver fir, etc.), 
above c. 1600 m; breeding up to c. 3000 m. 

general HABITS, FOOD. As in 833, q.v. 

VOICE and calls. Described as a long rattling, but not loud, cry, ninmng 
down at the finish, * May be likened to the rapid running down of the works 
of a small clock with a broken mainspring or to the rapid running out of a 
large fishing reel ’ (Magrath, JBNHS 19; 153). 

BREEDING. SeosoTiy April-May. Xest and eggs (c/4 or 5 ?) as in o33. 
Average size of 13 eggs from Murree and the Galis 24*3 X 18 *2 mm 
(Baker). Breeding biology as in 833. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate hyperythrus (833), sex for sex, in being 
larger. Also the male has the crimson on sides of neck and head more extensive. 

measurements ^ 

Wing Bill 

(from feathers) 

(319 126-136 25-27 nun 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OP dare PARTS. As in 833. 


833. Hypopicus hyperythrus lypeylhras (Vigors) 

^Pieushypeylhrus Vigors, 1831 (1830-31), Proc. Zool. Soc. London (I): 23 (Hinuda- 
-as, restricted to the eastern Himalayas by Hartcrt, 1912) 

Debates hyperythrus sikkimensis Ticchurst & Whistler, 1924, Ibis: 473 (Sikkim) 
D^haUS hyperythrus minahmm Mcisc, 1934, Abh. Ber. Mm. Dresden 18 (2): 53 
Tatsiailu, Szechuan = Kangting, Sikang, China) 

DryobaUs fyperythrus heiitruhi Stresemann Sc Heinrich, 1940, Milt. Zoolog. Mus. 
Berlin 24 (2): 235 (Ml Victoria, Chin Hills) 
ffypopiais hyperythrus kaemorrhous Koclz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 44 (Karong, 

knatinu Koclz, 1954, Contrib. Iiut. Rcgloiwl Exploration, 
No 1 : 22 (MaWynglaicng, Kha,! Hilb) 

Bnkcr, FBI No. 1358. VoL 4:30- 

Plate 61, fig. H 


IzicAl. KAMI. Duaja gaJcija lo gc/aa (Cachan). 
SIZE. Bulbul ± : length f. 20 cm (8 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A practically uncreated black-and-white and 
chestnut woodpecker. 

Male. Above, crown and nape crimson. Upper plumage, to ^p, 
broadly barred black and white; wings and tail black, largely spotted 
' barred witii white. Eelotv, dun 

grey; throat, sides of neck and 
underparts bright chestnut; under 
tail-covertj pale crimion. 

- Female. Crown and nape 
black spotted with white; rest as 

in male. , t -i. 

Young (immature). laae 
female but barred, tvith dusky on 
o* Xf. 1 underparts. ,,, i 

STATOS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rtsidcnt. Extern 

eastward in the Himalayas through S.k^, Bhutan ‘^"o 

Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo and East Pakistan (hill tracts), ^ 

4IC» m. Affects pL, moist temperate and subtropical forest-rhododendron, 

oak, horse-chestnut, etc. ' ' , 

Exlmlimital. Northern Burma hills to western Yunnan and S.kang, 

'’°aEiL'Lw«Bm.' A quiet-woodpecker keeping ffugly or in separated 

pain frequently in association with roving bands of insecuvorom ‘ 

Himalayl forot, usuaUy working fairly high up on the trunks of large 

*"^OD. Ants, grubs- of beetles, and other insets. Has been observed 
catching white butterflies at chesmut flowers by Whutler. - 

VOICE and, CALLS. As in 832. Drumming on dead stumps commonly 

’Apiil-May. Aid, the tjqsical 

e . c ™ nr HD in u trec-tTunk. Eggs, clutch-sizc undetermined: b^evrf 
mte4or5,whitl Average of 15 eggs 22-2 X J6;5mm (Baker). Evidently 
both sexes incubate; other paruculars unrecorded, ■ _ 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ciL, for P«> 


irCASUREMENTS 


Wing 

114-122 


Bill 

(from skull) 
23-28 


Tarius 

19-22 


Tail 


1,4-122 23-28 .v-zx 6^;- 

Wdeht 10 eJ’o"' ■'2-53 g; 6 9 9 42-50 g (SA, CD). 

COLOURS or BAEZ FARTS. Ir'is reddbb brovm. Bill: upper mandib e . 
reenbh yellow. Legs and feet blackbh grey (SDR). 

Genus Picoides Lacfpide 

Lac<p*de, 1799. Tabl. Ob. : 7. T>-pe, by suteequens designation. Puns 

aK/rto Gmelin, i.e. Pino Wdart/lio Unnaeus -ra lA f a Type, 

SnxeA-s Koeh, 1816, S,-st. baierbehen ZmI. I: Rxsi'. 72. pL lA, f. »■ Type, 
f subsequent designation, D. myV - Pino reysr Lmnaeus 
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D^laUs Boie, 1826, Isis von Okra, B<L 2, col. 977. Type, by monot>-py, Piais 
p:{bt5itTZ linnaens 

Leicpiais Bonaparte, 1854, Atraco Italiano 2: 123. Type, by raonot>-py, Piais. 


jr^hreSlnsb Laihafn ' / 

T'vapJrx'js Bonaparte, 1854, Atraco Ttaliano 2: 123. T>’pe, by monotypy, Puus 
Arricirii/ Jcfdon 

CC Grccnv.-ay, J. C., 1947, Proc. New England ZooL Qub 24: 93. Voous, K. li., 
1947, Lirt^sa 20: 1-142. Delacour, J., 1951, 68: 50. 

Very close to Hjpopi^js but bill comparatively stouter Vkith a nasal ridge on each 
side extending over more than half its length and cqxiidistant bcnveca culmeii and 
cominssurc; gon>*s sharply angulate. General coloration black or b^o^^'n spotted and 
barred with white, and with crimson here and there, ^^’mg long, pointed or slightly 
rounded. Outer hind toe longer than outer front toe. Crest more or less 
rudimentary- 

Key to the Speoes 

’ Page 


I Toes four 
A Back all black 

I Lower parts not streaked 
a Scapulars black 

i Under tail-covcrts crimson contrasting with fulvous or 


grey abdomen ..P. AirtaZ^ywirir 216 

ii Under tail-coverts and abdomen crimson P. najer 213 

b Scapulars >vhitc P- cssimilu 215 

2 Lower parts streaked 

c Larger, wing o^•cr 120 mm. P. tfsTjeifenstx 2(8 

d Smaller, wing under 1 10 mm ....P. ccthpkomu 219 

B Back barred with white 

3 Crown and occiput crimson in male, black in female 

c Wing imder 1 13 mm P. teerri 224 

f ^^*mg over 113 mm P. clratut 223 

4 Crown umbcr-broira, occiput crimson and yellow in male, 

duU yellow in female P* cti^cept 221 

5 Whole crown yellow P. rxhTOitauu 226 

6 Very small, length about 160 mm 

g Crown brown P* twmu 23! 

h Crown ashy grey P. caniecpillttx 228 

II Toes three; back black streaked with white P. tnizc^lm 234 


834. Great Spotted 'Woodpecker. Puoida major slrtsemanm (Rensch) 

Hrjcfialcj major straemaKni Rensch, 1924, Abh. Bcr. Mus. Dresden 16 (2): 38 
(Tsalila* on the Yunnan-Sikang border) 

D^baUs cchcnisi sUphensoni Baker, 1926, BuU. Brit. Orn. C3. 46: /O 
(lichiang Range, Yunnan) 

Baker. FBI No. 1362, VoL 4: 34 
plate 61, fig. 14 
tocAL KA»ms. None recorded. 
stzz. Myna; length c. 24 cm {9 in,). . 


FIELD CHARACTERS, A mcdiUTO-sized ■woodpecker, very similar to the 
Garhwai Pied (837), q.v., but with crowm bla^ (p. ciimson) in male. Sec 
Key to the Spedcs and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATL-s, DtsTRiBunoK and -HABITAT. Resident. Cachar chst, (Assam), 
Nagaland, Manipur and Mizo (?), between c. 2000 and 3000 m, in oak, 
pine and subtropical wet forest. 

Extrclimitcl, \Vcstem China in western Szechuan, eastern Sikang etc., 
extending north to c. 33° and soudiward into nortlicm Burma (Peters). 


Picoidts mojor 



Breeding range I P. m. rtresemarjit {834). 

2 Other races (about 26) extralimitaL 


general HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing spedfically recorded 
in our limits. 

BREEDING. Seoson unrccordcd though Jide Baker it breeds in Cachar and 
Manipur; presumably March and April as in adjacent northern Bunna. 

and eggs (c/3) as in 837. Average size of 12 Burmese eggs 27'6 X 19*B 
mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Vay similar to P. kimale^tnsis (837) svith the upperparts . 
almost identicaL Differs from it in having the crown bhuk in male, the crimson con- 
fined to the occiput; crimson of under tail-<ovcrts extending to abdomen. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Vfing Bm Tarsus TaB 

(from feathers) 

cfq 139-138 26-31 r. 29-21 79-87 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Xrfr orimson. Bill: upper mandible blaekh h lead colotn. 
lower mandible paler lead colour. Legs brownish green (Baker). 
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835, Sind Pied Woodpecker, Picoidcr axnrmlis (Blyth) 

Pisis Cisindlis * Natterer * =» Bly ih, 1 849, Jour- Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18 (2) : 803 
(Himal3>*a5, Rawal Pindi) 

Pirai saadeamj ‘ Gould MS.’ «= Horsficld S: Moorc, 1858, (1856-1858), Cat. Bds. 

Mas. E. I. Co. 2: 671,(Shitarporci Sind) 

Baker. FBI No. 1363, VoU4: 35 
Plate 61, fig. 12 

local names. Cihan (Brahui); 'fukok (Baluchi); Bvrdi tahgri (S. Kalat). 

SIZE. Myna length c. 22 cm (84 in.). 

^ FIELD CHARACTERS. A medium-rized black and 'ivhite ^Yoodpcckcr, very 
sunilar to the Kashmir Pied (836) but with the scapulars glistening white 
• instead of black, making the shoulder-patches larger and even more pro- 
minent. BdoWj cliin, breast and abdomen svlute; lower abdomen, vent and 
under tan-co\’crts crimson. Cro■v^•n and oedput crimson in male, black in 
female. 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident; Curly common but local. 
West Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, "W. Punjab west of Jhelura R., including 
Peshawar dist.). Generally at low elevations in comparatively arid areas, 
but recorded at c, 1600 m in the Salt Range, and at c. 2200 m in Khwaja 
Amran Range, Baluchistan (Christison). Affects babool and tamarisk jungle 
in ri\’crain tracts (often among sand-dunes), euphorbia and thorn scrub in 
senu-deert biotope, and shcesham (Dal5rrgw) and other tree plantations in 
c^ual-Irrigated deert colonization areas. 

SE. Iran. 

general habits. Typical ss-oodpeckcr. Partial to seeking food near the 
ground on fallen trees and branches, euphorbia s t e in s, wooden stakes, fence- 
posts and the like. 

n>OD. Mainly ants, termites and grubs of beetles. 

VOICE and c.m.ls. Tei-u’Ht, tai-irkiti toi^zchit rapidly repeated (Whistler) 
3t rest and in flight, A firequcntly uttered tr-r-r-r (T. R, Bell). In the breeding 
season, especially, both sexes drum in intermittent bursts at frequent 
intervals on a selected rotten branch, producing an inordi natr ly loud rolling 
or ketJe-dnun effect. 

breeding. Season^ prindpally March and ApriL digest, the usual wo<^- 
pocker hole drilled in a babool, kartdt (Projects), Sahaiara pers^Cj tamarisk 
or suchlike tree, between 1 and 4 metres firom the groimd. EsS^t 3 or 4, 
white.Averagesizeori2c^22-2 X 1-7 • 0 mm (Baker). Both sexes evidentiy 
share all the domestic chores. Period of incubation undetermined. 

hIcsruM IhACNOsa, See Firid Characlcn and Key to the Speoea, 


heascrements 




BID 

, Tarsm 

Tafl 



(from feathers) 


67—73 mm 

o'? 

112-120 

22-25 

f.20 

(Baker) 



(from skidl} 


71 (I) mm 

7 <fo’ 

114-123 

29-31 

— • 

899 

111-120 

24-27 

— 

65-70 (4) mm 
(CBT, HIVO 

0 

1 
8 

BARE PARTS. 

Iris bro"'n to crimson. BUI dark slat}* grey or Hxiisk 


phiatbcous, i>aler on lower mandible. X.cgs and feet greyish pl umb eous. 


216 PlClTOK>.lZS 

PicoiDEs HDiALAYENSis (Jardinc & Selby): Himalayan Pied Woodpecker 
K ey to the Subspecies 


Paler below, more grey than fulwia P. A. dhrsetns 

Darker below, more rufous or fulvous P. fu khnele^eoHs 


836. Puaidas famalaptrisis albescens (Baker) 

Diyohaiu hsmaJcyerjis eiiucav Baker, 1926, BulL Brit Om. CL 46: 70 
(Goona [?J, Kashmir) 

Baker, FBI No. 1361, Vol 4: 34 
plate 61, fig. 16 

local names. Hot ko(ly MckSts^ Koetldi}^ (Kashmir); TvrhSn (Chamba). 

SIZE. Myna ±; length c. 25 cm (9J in.). 

field characters. As of 837. See Museum Diagnosfr. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, iairly common; subject to 
some seasonal altitudinal movement. The Safed Koh and wcstcni Hiinalay*as 
from the Afghanistan frontier through Chitral, Gilgit, Kashmir, northern 
Punjab and Himachal Pradesh. Befivecn c. 1700 and 3300 m in summer; 
nsuily below c. 2000 m in ■vsintcr. 4Vhcrc occurring together, generally 
occupies a higher zone than P. euxiups (842) or P. rywri (845). Affects fir, 
oak, rhododendron and mixed hill forest ■\rith a predilection for chesmut 
trees for nesting. 

Extralbmtal, Nuristan, NE. Afghanistan (Paludan). 

general habtte. Typical ■woodpecker. Keeps in pairs. Works energetic- 
ally up and around trec-tnmfa and along tiie sides and undersurface of 
moss-covered branches in jerky spurts, occasionally sliding back a few spurts 
in * Tcvcnc gear * to re-investigate a promising spot. Along -with ses'cral 
other Himalayan ■woodpeckers has' been observed to drill itrws of neat small 
holes in parallel ri ng s round the stems of medium-sized trees, a few centi- 
metres apart, like the New World sapsuckets. The significance of tlus 
habit needs study. 

FOOD. Insects, chiefly grubs of beetles collected from under the bark or 
moss. Largely alw seeds of \*arious comfers, e.g. the Chir pine {Pinas lonp- 
folia). Plucks and wndges the cones in a cleft of Eiark or in angle between 
stem and branch, hacks them open wth the bin (often months before they 
■\N*ouId mature and open naturally), and extracts the seeds; also kernels of 
walnuts, hazelnuts and acorns treated in the same way. 

\*02CE and calls, *A ^^)lley of loud ringing cries uttered in flight* 
(Bates). *A pcRcvcring tri-^^tri-tri-bi * (Paludan). Both seres, moreover, 
drum on de^ tre e -stems etc. — especially during the bre ed ing season. 

EREEDiNa. Season, April to June. By mid June most first broods have 
flown fixim the nest, ji’est, the usual ■woodpecker boring in the main trunk 
or on the underside of a large sloping bough, between 2 and 15 m from the 
ground. The trees most commonly selected are June, cherry, apricot, willow 
and chestnut, the last being pref er re d wh e rever available, Epgs, 3 to 5 — 
mostly 4 — pure white, ^ossy. A^v'crage size of 28 eggs 26*2 X 19*0 mm 
(Baker). Botii share in excavating the nest-hole, incubation and tend- 
ing the young. Incubation period undetermined 
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MoseTO Diagnoso. S« for scs similar to P. h. (837) but much paler 

below; chm, thr«t and breast white or greyish white, and entire undeiparts much 
less fidvous. 'White bars on the tail somovhat broader and purer wlute. 
KEATOREUem 

Wing . Bm 

(from feathers) 

9 12V— 136 2&^32 nun 

(Baker) 

\Vmg3 I32-I37; 5 9 9 128-133 mm, ^Vdght 3 cfd’ 72-74 g: 6 9 0 
59-67 g (Paludan). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS.' As in 837. 


837. Picoides himalaymsis Mmale^emis (Jardinc & Selby) 

Pinu Aimdffrmrtrjardine Sc Sdby, 1836, ihjardinc's lU. Om. 3, Sig. D.,pl. 116 
and text (Mussoorie, 6500 feet) 

Baker, BBI No. 1360. Vol. 4: 32 
Plate 61, fig. 15 
LOCAL NAiiES. Nonc pccordcd. 

SIZE. M^ma ±1 length e, 25 cm (9J in.), 

itELD CKAstAcrTERs. A medimn-^ed pied “Nvoodpccker. 



o', X e. I 


.Male. Ahovtj cro^s'n and crest crimson; lores, a narrow supcralinroi 
checks and ear-coverts whitish with a broad black moustachial streak below 
extending to sides of neck. Back and upperparts black \rith a prominent 
white elongate patch on each shoulder and small white spots and barring on 
, the wing-quills. BeloWy fulvous, paler on chin and throat, darker on breast 
and abdomen ; under tail-coverts crimson. 

Female, Similar but ^vith cro\sm and occiput black instead of crimson. 

Young (immature). Like female but darker below with faint streaks or 
narrow dark edges to the feathers. Croum in o' crimson tipped ^vith black. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, fairly common; subject to 
some seasonal altitudinal movement. The Garhwal, Kumaon and western 
Nepal Himalayas bet^veen c. 1000 and 3000 m : commonest above c. 2000 m. 
Affects hill forest of fir, oak, rhododendron, etc. 


2*? PICIFORMES 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD> VOICE and CALLS. As in 836 q V 

bioi^r^sfr"’ 

^ososa. Sec le>i to*e Speda and Subspeda ; for detaib of plunujc 
UBASUREUENTS 

IVin^ Bill Tarsus Xa 0 

(from feathen) 

(?? ., 123-135 29-33 c. 23-24 77-«5 mm 

(Baler) 

OOUJUM or BABE BARTS. Iris brosm or red-brown. BiD: upper numdiHe 
blacl, lower mandible plumbeous gre>-, blackish at tip. Legs and feet dull men 
or gr eeiu da bro^^'a. 


- 838, 839. I>ai^eeling Ked Woodpecker. Pisoid^ dir^V/foair 

dcjjeUensxs (Bljth) 

Pinu (Dnidwtf^) Bl'yth, 1845, Jour. Asbt Soc. Bengal 14 (I): 196 

(Darjeeling and N<pal) i 

Dmboapm di:^cUmsufm^-Bif\eri, 1951, PostiUa, ITale Peabody Mus.,No. 6:3 
(hfl Japro, Naga Hills, Assam) * 

Umlnapo, daitOmis diojn^ Koeb, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1 : 22 (Bloc Mountain. Lushai [Mho) HiUs) 

Baker, FBI No.. 1364, Vok 4: 36 

Plate 61, hg. 18 

x/>CAL KAUE. SttijefT vwng pTtk (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Myna ±; length c. 25 cm (9} in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd pied woodpecker. Back entirely 
black; middle tail-feathers black, outer barred with white. Underparte 
yclio^vish fulvous, streaked svith black; vent and under t^l-cot’erts light 
crimson. Hindcrown and nape crimson in male, black in female. 

status, DJSTRiBimoN and habitat. A - high-elevadon woodpecker. 
Resident behve^ c. 1700 and 3500 m even in winter; in summer up to 
c. 4000 m. From vxst-cmitral Nepal eastward through Sikkiin, Bhutan and 
NEFA. Assam in the lugher hills of Gachar dist., Na^and, Manipur and 
Mizo. Affects pine, oak, rhododendron and subtropical tvet forest. 

Extralimital. N. Burma, Shan States and N. Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical >voodpccker. Keeps singly or in pain. Hunts 
high up on jnoss-covered tree-trunks and branches amongst the canopy 
foliage, frequently in assodation with the idncnint bands of small insectivor- 
ous birds. Also searches for food on decaying storm-blowTi trees bestrewing 
the forest floor. 

FOOD. Larvae of beetles and other insects. 

* Re-etaniinadon of the type aeries ctBZ^yPicmduiafjtUruxsfvr'ddas (Ripley) from Ntja- 
last) compared with material from Nepal within a year, shoKi that the sole oiflereace » a 
darker, more smoky colour on the lower brea^L This is probably dinal, and it seeim unwise 
to maintain the aubspedea on this angle colour differtnee (SDR). 
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VOICE and calls. Little and unsatisfactorily recorded. *An occarional 
low puk . . . pvk * (Lister), and the characteristic drumming, chiefly in the 
breeding season. 

BREEDING, Scoson, April-May. A'b/, the typical ^voodpecker boring in a 
tree-trunk, I or 2 metres up, in dense forest commonly between c. 2000 and 
3Q0Q m alt. £ggr, 2 to 4, white- Average size of 20 ^gs 27*8 X 19*8 mm 
(Baker). Details of breeding biology* not recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the .Species; for details of plumage Baker, loc.* 
cit. 

Young (both sexes) in early phase like female, uath the crown black. In a later 
phase immature male has entire crot%’n tipped with orange-red or crimson. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(From skull) 

d'9 123-135 31-35 22-25 76-86 ram 

Weight (winter) 5 70-80 g; 5 9 9 61-73 g. 

(SA, SDR) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris reddish bro'vn to crimson; orbital skin slaty grey. 
Bin plumbeous, blackish on upper mandible. Legs and feet dull green or greenish 
plumbeous; claws homy. 


A 

B 

G 


Picoides cathpharius (Blyth): Crimsonbreasted Pied IVoodfecker 
Key to the Subspecies 


Page 


Crimson on breast absent or obsolete P. c. eathpherius 213 

Crimson on brc.ist well marked P.c. ludleivi 220 

Crimson on breast 'dc\'elopcd into a full gorget P. c. pyuhothmax 221 


Young (immature) male like female but 'irith the tyholc crotvn more or 
Jess tipped %vith crimson. ^ ^ i, • u 

STATUS, DCTRiBXmoN and habitat, a higb'^evation \voodpeckcf with 
a more or less overlapping altitudinal range >rith P, dojjtllcnsis (838) 
summer ahd svintcr. Nepal casDN-ard through Sikkim, Darjechng dht, 
Bhutan, and NEFA; from f. 700 to 4000 m in mout-dedduous and c\'cr- 
grecn forest — oak, rhododendron, etc. 

CENERAI. HABITS. Not apprtdably differont from 838, q.v. Behamour 
rather like a tree^reeper’s, flj-ing from dead tree to dead tree and seardang 

each methodically. _ , j 

FOOD. Insects and grubs. Also nectar of flowers, e.g. rhododenton, 
procured by the ‘ short-cut ’ method, i.e. boring hole at base of coro^ 

VOICE and CADES. • Loud for the size — a rather monotonous M uttKcd 

at intervals when searching a tree, and rather more quickly w en yiog 
(Cranbrook). ‘Occasional rather soft, dear pieik’ . 
BREEDiNO. Siam, April-May. }fat (in dense tree W 

{c/2-4) typical of the svoodpcckcrs. Average size of 12 eggs 23 -3 X Ib-Binm 

(Baker). Breeding biology not spedfically recorded. ^ 

Moszuu Diagboso. See Field Gbaracten, and keys to the Speda and Subjpeaei. 

MEASUREMENTS _ - 

\Vmg Bill Tanus Tail 

(fromikuB) ' 

0^9 97-103 18-21 n 57-66 mm 

(remarkably coosbtcntl) 

(SA, BD, SDR, Stroemann) 

Weight (winter) 1 o' 35 g: 2 9 9 26. 28 g (SA). , , , 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brov,a Or reddish brossn. Bill pale plumbeous, darter 
h-,, and feet olumbeous Or greenish' plumbeous. 


840. Picoida calhpharius calhphmm (Blyth) 

'iaa {Dtndrxapui) caApharivs ‘ Hodgson ’ .i Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 
12 (2): 1006 (Darjeeling) 

Baker, FBI No. 1365. Vol. 4: 37 
Plate 61, fig. 13 
local kasies. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length e. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD characters. A smallish pied ss oodpcckcr, superfidally a smaller 

plica of 838. res. a 

Male. Afore, back and tail black, the latter ssath the outer feathers ba^ 
hidsh. Crimson of hindcrossm and ocdpital crest extending to entire sides 
■ neck. SeU-x, also streaked sdth black as in Daijceling Pied, but under- 
irts darker and more fulvous with a difluse crimson patch on breasL 
nder tail-covcrts fulvous, streaked ss-ith bbek,, edged and tipped Ssath 

^^ale. Like male but svith the entire crosvn black; sides of neck 
hitish, Csindy tinged svith crimson. 


840a. Piaddtt cathp^us tudlawi (Vauric) 

Dridmtpct caAp/tcritu litdlcai Viunc, 1959, Amer. Mus. NoviL, No. 1946:23 
(Tscra; Pome, ‘ soudimsicm Tibet touthesut Sikang) 

Not in Baker , 

LOCAL .NAMES, Nooc rccordrf. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asof840. Scc Muscum DUgnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Vallc)' of thc Po Tsangpo, ^ 
Tibet, bctu-ccn c. and therefore doubtless enctoaduns mio 

our limits in that s«tof of NEFA. , , 

GENERAL itASTTS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing ypeaficaJiy rrcoroco. 

BREEDING. Unrecorded. 

Museum Diacnosb, Similar to cadiphsrius and pyrrhdarsx hi 

thc car-covert* bord»ed poncriorly with red in both *exc*, very bi| 0 » dfy »o • 
male. Red patch on hceast much more wrU marked and under un.eoTeitl mu 
redder than in nominate caihphentts (Vauric). 

and colours or bare fart*. As in 840. 
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841 . Picoida caihphmus pjnholhorax (Hume) 

Piaa fyTThaihoTOx Hume, 1881, Stray Feathers 10: 150 
^ (Aimole, eastern Manipur Hills) 

Drtirocc^ei esih-pharias cnua^pectus Kodz, 1954, Contrib. Inst, Regional &ploradon, 
No, I ; 22 (Sangau, Lushat Hills) 
f ‘ Baker, FBI No. 1366, Vol. 4: 'S8 

x,ocAi, NAS£E. Kkxtpi KCtTu (Angami Naga). 

SHE, Bulbul — length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

nsLZ> CHARACTERS. As of 840. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Assam hills south of Brahmaputra 
R. (Khasi and Cachar), Nagaland, hlanipur and hfizo lulls, above c. 1 300 m. 
In mixed dedduous, tropical semi-evergreen and subtropical wet forest. 

GENERAL HABTI3, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 840. 

BREEDINO. Unknown. 

Museum Diagnckis. Male diffeis from that of nominate ccApharixa (840) in 
having a broad crimson gorget on forcneck and upper breast, and imder tafl-coverts 
nearly all crimson; black striations on underparts also broader. 

Female like 9 caihpkarius but with more crimson on upper -breast and ^undcr 
tail-covcrts. 

MEASUREMENTS 

• Wing Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

o ' 9 97-101 16-17 e. 15 59-60 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OR BARE PARTS. Iris lac-rcd. Bill leaden dusky, paler .at base of lower 
mandible. Legs and feet dull sap-green (Hume). 

PicoiDES AxnucEPs (Vigors) I Brownheaded Pied Woodpecker 
Rey to the Subspecies 


Larger; wing c. II4-I2Imm P.<uamups 

Smaller; ^v^ng c. I05-II5 xnm P. a. irxogrdhis 


842, Picoides mmetps curicfps (Vigors) 

Pifiu ciflTW/ij Vigors, 1831 [Apr. 6], (1830-31), Proc. Zool. Soc. Ixindon (1): 44 
(Simla, restricted b>' Baker, 1921, JBNHS 28: 97) 

Picar hroKdfrms Vigors in Gould, 1831, Century of Birds, Himalayan Mts, text to 

pL 52 (HiHy districts of India = Simla vide Rand & Fleming, 1956, tom. cit.) 

Bakta-. FBI No. 1370. VoL 4: 42 
Plate 61, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE.. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FiEU) CHARACTERS. A smallish pied woodpecker. 

Male. Ahovif forehead and forecrown umber-brown; ocdpital crest 
golden yellow in front, crimson behind; a broad brown moustaclual streak 
extending down side of neck. Upperparts brownish black, transversely 
barred with white. Below, flilvesccnt white, longitudinally streaked with 
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SIZE. Bulbul; len^ c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

nEin caARAciERS. As for 842. See Museum Diagnoris. 

STATUS, distribution and HABITAT. Rcridcut; fairly common. Nepal, 
eastward from around 8I®30'E. (Daiickh dist.) to the region of Kathmandu; 
from c, 700 to 2400 m, occasionally higher and evidently breeding to c, 
3000 m. In open dry and moist temperate and pine forest. 

general habits, food, voice and calls. As in 842. 

breedino.' Season, nest and eggs as in auriceps. 

Museum DiAONOsa. Similar to nominate auriceps but smaller. In both sexes fore- 
crown more fulvous, less browiush, and streaking on breast slightly more conspicuous. 
Some females arc bri^tcr yellow, more golden less brownish on nai>e than females 
of eeicf^, but this difference not constant 

^^^asurzments, 14 o'O' (Nepal) 105-115 (av. 109*9) mm against 13 

(?(?' (Simla) 114-121 (av. 117-4) mm — Vauric. 

Weight (summer) 3 o'c? 38-44 g; 3 9 9 38-40 g (DiesselhorTt). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, As in 842. 

844. Stripebreasted Pied Woodpecker. Picoides ctratiis (Blyth) 

Picaj edrefar Blyth, 1849, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 18 (2): 803 (Tenasserim) 
Baker, FBI No. 1369, VoL 4: 41 
Plate 61, fig* 8 

Names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bidbul length e, 21 cm (8 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A fTTiallii^b picd wo^pcckcT, vcry simiUr to Fulvous- 
breasted Ked (845), also with crimson crown and crest in m a l e, black in 
hnn^c. Barely distinguishable from it in the field by its ■whiter sides of head 
neck and more boldly black*^trcaked underparts. See Museum 

Diagnosis. 

status, DisTRtBtmoN and habitat. Khasi and Cachar hiUs, Nagala n d 
(?)i and hills of eastern Manipur; up to c, 2000 m. Probably also Mizo aind 
East Pakistan hill tracts. Affects open pine and oak forest, and stunted trees 
on mountainddes and ridges, 

Clhin HUls, Arakan Yomas, Karen hHIs, S. Shan States, 
Tenasserim, N. Thailand and Laos (Peters). In the Mt Victoria region 
betvs*cen 1400 and 2800 m aldtude; much commoner above 2000 m 
^ below (Heinrich). 

oeneral habits. Typical %voodpccker. Very similar to P. aesiceps (842). 

it>OD. Chiefly insects and grubs of beetles etc. 

Voice and calls. A shrill descending whinny as characteristic of the 
*™all woodpeckers (Dciguan). A curious erraking, gratii^ sound (by o’) 
very like that produced by two rough pieces of wood — trunks or branches 
^trees — when pT r« L wl by wind and rubHng slowly against each other 
(Hume). 

®®^ZEDiNo, Season, end March to early May. AVrf, the typical Vi'ood- 
P^^cer hole cut in a ^nnaTI tree stanefing in a cultivation clearing in forest, 
under 4 metres from die ground. Eggs, 4 or 5, white. Average size 
of22 eggs 21*3 x 16*9 mm (Baker). A curious habit observed by Bate at 
neat was of bodi male and female sitting on die at the* s ame dme. 
iiow general dus habSt may be is not known. 
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black; middle of abdomen tinged with yellow, lbw*cr abdomen and under 
tail-covcrts crimson-pink. 

Female. like male but without the golden jtBow and crimson on 
occiput. 

Young (immature) like female but duller and more grc>* bclo'w. Crown 
umbcr-browTi, each feather centred i,vidi ycUo^v. 

• status, distribution and habitat. Resident^ locally common. Baluchis- 
tan, and from the Afghan frontier and Chitral eastward along the Himalayas 
through Punjab, Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal and Kumaon to 
western Nepal (to c. 81 ®E.); from c. 700 to 3300 m in open dr>' and moist 
temperate and pine forest — partial to oaks, deodars, and mixed stands. 

Exiralimtal. NE. Afghanistan (Nuristan). 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical woodpecker. Common at most west-Himalayan 
hill stations, freely frequenting gardens and orchards. A pair has been 
observed roosting nightly during September on top ol a \'eranda pillar in a 
P.W.D. Rest House, and a single bird in a nest-box in a nil! garden for 
several weeks in February'. The curious habit of drilling sapsuckec-Uke 
holes in horizontal rings round medium-sized tree-stems has been noted 
also in this species; cf. 812 and 836 (A. E. Osmaston, JBNHS 24: 364). 

FOOD. Insects, caterpillars and grubs. Also considerable quantities of 
seeds of Clur pine {Pimts longifolia), and pulpy' fruit, c.g. mulberry (Aforaj), 
pear, apricot, etc. 

VOICE and calls. ‘A peculiar rather shrill and long cry at short intervals, 
reminiscent of the alarm call oiHal^on smjmeTisis * (Scully). ‘ Note resembles 
that of Hjpopicus h}psT}lknis * (Magrath). * Drums-for considerable periods 
during Mr^h- April * (Desiree Proud). 

BREEDiNC. Season, chiefly April and May, sometimes into June, Xest- 
holc mostly imder 8 metres from the ground; oci^ionally higher. Eggs, 
normally 4, rarely 5, white. Average size of 50 eggs 23*4 X 17*4 mm 
(Baker). Both sexes Iced the nest-y'oimg; other facets of breeding biology 
not recorded. 

Muszinj Diagnosis. SeckcystothcSpeaesandSubspccic, andFiddCharacten; 


for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit. 



WEASURTMESTS "" 

'Ving 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

tf9 112-118 

(from feathers) 
21-24 

18-20 

68-73 mm 



(Baker) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brovsTi (9) to crinssoa (ad. cT)* BUI bluish homy, 
darker on culmcn, paler at base of lower mandible. Legs and feet dull greyish green. 


843. Picoides csaiceps incognilus (Scully) 

Picus incognibu Scully, 1879, Stray Feathers 8: 246 (Valley of Nepal) 
Dendrocopos aurietps conooeri Rand & Fleming, 1956, Field, lin a, ZooL 39: I 
(15 miles west of Tansen, West Nepal, 5500 ft alL) 

Baker, FBI No. 1370 (part), VoL 4: 42 
LOCAL .NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 
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Museum Diagnosis. Vcr>' similar to P, trxeei (845) ; diffen from it, sex for sex, 
in having the sides of the head and neck, dun, throat and forcneck more white, 
less fulvous. Underparts from throat to vent boldly streaked wath black, with only 
a faint indication of barring on the flanks. Black band on hindneck and upper back 
usually broader. 

Young (immature) of both sexes ha\*e the feathers of the crown black, tipped. 


with crimson. 
measurements 

Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tan 

g<'} 114-122 

(from feathers) 
24-26 

18-19 

65-72 mm 

Wdght o’ 9 c. 42-52 g (Hume). 


(Baker) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis brown (9) to bc-rcd (o'). Bin g reem sh homy, ^ 
darker on culmcn and tip. Legs and feet dusky leaden or plumbeous g reen. 

Picoides siacei (Vieillot): Fulvol*sbreasted Pied Woodpecker 
Key to the Snbspeciea 

Breast faintly streaked; middle tafl-fcathers all black. . . .F. n. macei , 

Breast boldly spotted; middle tail-feather's barred ■with white.... 

F. n. erJsmanensis 

845. Picoides macei macei (Vieillot) 

FttSJ Man Virillot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat. 26: 80 (Bengal) 

Picas ereXis * Temm.* *= Bonaparte, 1850, Gonsp. Av. 1 : 137 (Java) 

Finn IVestemamBlyih, 1870, Ibis: 163 (* Himalaj'a * restricted to Simla by Biswas, 
1961, JBNHS 58: 131) 

Dendrocopos mscei kacd Kodz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 

22 (MawTyngkncng, Khasi Hills) 

Bate. FBI No. 1368, Vol. 4: 39 
Plate 61, fig. lO 

LOCAL NAMES. Nooc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length r. 19 cm (7J in.). 

FiEtD. cHARACTESts. A smaUish pied w'oodpecker, with white-barred 
black back; bright crimson crown and crest in male, black in female. Very 
similar to Stripebreasted Pied (844), q.v.; confusion with it likely in the 
restricted Manipur area of Assam where both occur together. Meeei has 
the throat and forcneck tnuform pale mfous-brown and only the breast 
flatly black-streaked; ctretas has the entire underparts, cxcqDt chin, boldly 
striatrf with black. 

status, DiSTRistrnoN habitat. Resident. Common. The Himalayas 
firom c. Murree eastward through Kashmir ( ?), Himachal Pradesh, U.P., 
Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA. Assam hills south of Brahmaputra R., 
Cachar, Nagaland, Mampur, Mizo, East Pakistan, W. Bengal, Orissa 
south to e, 18®N. lal. in northern Andhra (Sanlcrametta). Affects all t)*pes 
of open fo r est and ■wooded cmmtry, plain and hill, up to c. 2000 ta altitude 
(recorded at c, 2800 m in Nepal — Proud). 
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ExtralimttaL Northern Burma cast to the Huka^vng Valley and Bbamo, 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical woodpecker. Usually met svith in pairt but 
frequently also in fa^y parties of 3 or 4 worJdng up the same small ^tree- 
stem directly or in spirals one behind the other, tapping the bark at intervals, 
occasionally sliding back a few / centimetres in * reverse gear * to re- 
investigate a spot. On large bamboos, to which it is partial, the tapping is 
loud enough to betray its presence a hxmdred metres away. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects and grubs; also some seeds and berries. 

VOICE and calls. not very po%verfuI pik 1 . . pik at intervals while 
feeding; when exdtcd at an intruder’s proximity a shrill, rapid pik-piptpipt-^ 
pipipipipi ’ (Lister). A very gentle druimning (Proud). 

BREEDING. . Stoson^ Aprll-May. JVerl-hole usually cut in a small tree 
standing in open well-wooded country dr a cultivation clearing in forest 
usually between 1 and 3 metres up, Eggs^ normally 3, sometimes 4 or 5. 
Average size of 20 ^gs 22*2 X 16-4 mm (Baker). Both sexes share in 
excavating the hole, incubation, and feeding the young. Incubation period 
undetermined. 

Museum Diacnosb. See Key to the Species; for details of piumage Baker, loc. cit, 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bill' Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

0^9 .100-112 21-24 17-18 60-68 mm 


(Baker) 

Weight (winter) cPcT 43-48 gj 9 9 36-44 g (SDR). Summer: 2 48, 48 

g; 4 9 9 41-52 g (Diesselhorst). 


There is a continuous cUne in size of wing and bill from the western Himalayas 
(largest) to eastern Assam, Bengal, etc. (smallest) thus 

Wing Bill . Tail 

Western Himalayas 5 o’er 224-120 27-30 66-71 mm 

Nepal ne'e? 110-116 28-29(5) €2-66 (5) mm 

Eastern Himalayas 8 o’c? 104-110 23-28 54-63 mm 

Eastern Ghats, Bengal, etc. 102-106 23-25' 58-61 mm 

On the basis of larger she, and also minor differences in coloration, some authorities 
prefer to recognize P. m. zvestgrmam (Bly th) as the discrete West Himalayan population, 
COLOURS op BARE PARTS. Iris rcddish brown. Bill; upper mandible blackish homy, 
pale slaty at base; lower mandible pale slaty, blackish at tip. Legs and feet greenish 
slaty; pads white (Biswas). 


846. Picoides macei dndamanensis (Blyth) 

Piau andamanmsis Blyth, 1359, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 23: 412, note • 
(Port Blair, Andaman Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 1373, Vol, 4: 45 
LOCAL NAMES. Nouc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c, 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A smallish pled woodpecker, black above barred and 
spotted with white and in tail; crown and nape dark grey tipped with 
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crimson. Below, chin and throat white; rest fulvous broivn, boldly spotted 
srith black on breast; under tail-coverts crimson. ^ 

Female. Similar to male but wth tlie cro\vn deep brou-n and without 
any crimson. ‘ 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. • Resident; fairly common. Andaman 
Islands — scattered over Ac diirerent islands of the group. Affects fairly 
open jungle and the neighbourhood of cultivation. Not recorded in Ae 
Cocos or Nicobars. 

GENERAL iiABms. Typical woodpecker. Keeps singly or in pairs, some- 
times family parties of 5 or 6, following one anoAcr from tree to tree 
hunting high up on Ac brandies or near the ground on shrubs in Ae 
undergrowth. 

FOOD. Mainly insects and grubs. 

VOICE and calls. Very similar in character to that of P. earterps (842) 
though feebler (Darison). Also recorded drumming while clinging motion- 
less to the top of some tall dead tree stump in jungle (A. L. Butler). 

BREEDING. Sfoson, January* to March. J^'cst-holc bored in trunks and 
brandies, often with tlie entrance on the underside, I to 5 metres up. 
Around Port Blair apparently Pitto/oimm saman trees ia gardens and 
avenues arc most favoured. Eggs, up to 3 — frequently only a singleton — 
white, broad ovals. Average size of 30 eggs 21*2 X 16*3 mm (Baker). 
Other facets of breeding biology not recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. Differs from nomi- 
nate maea (845) in being smaller and having the breast and forcneck boldly marked 
with round spots and ctmtral tail-feathers barred with white (eon/ra all black). 

measurlments 

\ \ving “ Bill Tarsus Tad 

• (from feathers) ■“ 

' cr9 "94-101 17-20 17-18 55-60 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irls bfown. Bill: upper mandible blackish or homy 
brown, bluish towards base; lower mandible plumbeous, darker at tip. Legs and 
feet greenish plumbeous (Hume). 

847. Yellowfronted Pied Woodpecker. Picoides ma/irailefists 
mohratiensis (Latham) 

Picas MahraHensis Latham, 1801, Index Om., Suppb, xxxi (India “Mahratta 
country ex Gen. Syn., Suppb 2; 142, No. 7) 

Picas Aurocristaius TickcB, 1833, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 2: 579 (Jungles of Bora* 
bhum and Dholbhum) 

Dendrocopos Tnahrattensis PalUscens Biswas, 1951, Amer. Mus. Norit., No. 1500: 8 
(Lucknow, U.P., India) 

Dendrocopos mahratlensis koelzi Biswas, 1951, Amcr. Mus. Nov'it., No, 1500; JO 
(Aripo, northwcsiem Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1374, Vol. 4: 46 « 

Plate 61, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. For woodpcckcrsin gcnerdI;ffaip^rfl(Htndi);liIiAdrt^tpiV/ld(TeIugu); 

MdrSmkotn (Malayalam) ; CkHla kaikola (Saugor diil., M.P.) ; KaudjfS vASr (Marathi). 
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SIZE. Bulbul — ; length r. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CKARACTEM. A. smalUsh picd woodpecker, brownish black above 
irregularly spotted wth white, also on wings and tail. Forehead and crown 
brownish yellow; small occipital crest scarlet. Belaw» chin, throat and forc- 
ncck white; rest of underparts fulvous streaked ivith brown, and ^rith a 
prominent bright scarlet patch on abdomen.' 

Female similar to male but with the entire c^o^vn golden brown ■without 
any scarlet in it. 

Young (immature). Like female but darker, duller, and more profusely 
streaked below. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident. One of tlic commonest and 
most widely distributed of our woodpeckers: from Indus river in Sind and 
Pujyab eastward across and along the base of the Himalayas through Nepal 
(lowlands) to Assam (rare) and East Pakistan; southward throughout the 
Peninsula, and Ceylon. Affects all types of lightly wooded country from 
arid semi-desert to moist-deciduous biotope; plains, foothills, and op to 
c. 1300 m, occasionally to c. 2000 m (Nilgiris and Palnis) — prosopls, babool 
and euphorbia jungle, gardens, mango groves, roadside avenues, etc. Avoids 
evergreen forest.* 

Exlralimilat. Represented in Burma (south to Toungoo) by die paler 
subspecies blanfordt. 

GENERAL HABITS. • Typical woodpecker. Keeps in pairs, sometimes family 
parties of 3 or 4, frequently with the mixed roving bands of insectivorous 
birds. The individuals follow one another from tree to tree alighting low 
down on a trunk and scuttling upward in jerky spurte, directly or in spirals, 
tapping the bark from time to time to dislodge lurking insects from the 
cracks. A curious creaking sound as of rivo branches rubbing together in a 
strong wnd, produced by rapidly vibrating the bill against a decayed 
branch or dry stump allegedly fbr the same purpose (and apparently distinct 
from drumming) has been described (E. H. N. Gill, JBNHS 30; 274). 
Flight characteristic of svoodpeckers — ^svnft and undulating: a series of 
rapid flaps followed by a dipping bound wth the wngs closed. 

FOOD. Mainly Insects and larvae. Stomach analyses have shown termites, 
antsj beetles, moths, gcometrid and bupresdd larvae and other caterpillars, 
lac irtsccts (Tachardia lacca), weevils (Afyllocerus spp. and Andflynhinus 
porirollis), etc. Dragonflies have been observed brought for nest-young. Also 
cats pulpy fruits, e.g. PioiS, and nectar, e.g. of Salmnlxa, Erythnna and 
Firmfania cohraia floiv'cxs. 

VOICE and calls. A sharp clkk, click or clickr-r^r-T frequently uttered; thh 
evidently a note of concern, e.g, when approadung a nest under observation. 
A single ckuck repeated at intervals as contact note between a pair w*hile 
feeding in adjacent trees. In addition, drums \vith bill pn dead trees (in 
semi-desert areas even on dry euphorbia stems)— a muffled dr-r-r-r-r .... 
in bursts of I to 2 seconds during the breeding season. ^ 

breeding. Season, in India overall February to May, varying locdly, 
but most general in March-April; in Ceylon March to July (Phillips). • 
J/est the usual woodpecker hole in a tree-trunk or branch, or hvmg, 

1 to’ 10 metres from the ground, usually metres. Treo 

mostly medlom-sired mango, babool, land. {Proiopis spieigre), P«loo 
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{Salvadora persica), her {Z^zyphasjujuba) and suchlike. Diameter ofhole c. 4cm 
going horizontally in for 5 or 6 cm then turning downward for c. 1 5 to 40 cm 
and ending in a wdened cgg-chambcr. Eggs, normally 3, white, glossy, 
slightly elongate ovals; laid on the b.ire wood without any lining. Average 
size of 24 eggs 22*2 x 16*4 mm (Baker). BotJi 5c.xcs share all tlie domestic 
chores. Period of incubation undetermined. Nesting bird, when consaous 
of an observer’s proximity, alights on far side of the stem some distance 
above its hole, slides jerkily down backwards and sideways, and surrepti- 
tiously pops into the hole.- 

Museum Diagnosis. Fo^detaib of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

■ North Indian birds Jaur^^talus auct.) ha\c rather longer wings and more white 
on upperparts than.'soufh^Indian cxamplcs; the laUcr, moreover, have somewhat 
blacker brown and^ richer xed'^ndeTparls. However, there is a continual dine in 
size from north to wtith with mucli overlapping in measurements over extensive 
intermediate areas; the colour differences also arc not constant, so that the amount 
of white above and dark bdow b only just appreciable in scries. Ceylon birds are 
inseparable from S. Indian. There seems no advantage in recognizing more than one 
subspecies ta the subcontinent. 
measurements 

' Wing Bill Tarsus Toil 

(from skull) 

r?Q 94-110 21-28 15-21 54-64 mm 

(SA, HW) 

Wti5ht2(J'c?32,3+B;5 9 9 32-37g:II (P9 32-38 (aver. 34-6) g (SA,MD). 
coiousa or bare partb. Iris brown <o redduh brown. Bill plumbeous, homy 
brown on cubnen ; mouth grej-ish pink. Logs, frot and claws homy grey or slate colour. 

fFor an excellent paper on the tongue mechanism of thu and some other IndUn 
woodpcclcrt, see Joachim Steinbacicr, 1934, ‘ Untersuebungen Ober den Zungen- 
appamt indischcr Spcchtc Jaur.J. Om. 82 (3): 399- 403.] 

Picoides canicapillus (Biyth): Grevcroh-meo Ptosn- VVoodpeckeb 


Key to the Sabxptciea 

Crown ashy grtry; underparts streaked 

a Upper taiI*covcrls barred black and white, ........ .A r. eamcepiuas 

b Upper tail-covcrts black 

1 Occiput in male wholly red. ...P.e. stTmeofonaM 

2 Red on occiput confined to a streak on dihcr side. ./*. r. ntuAtUit 


Page 
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228 


a. Greenway, J. C. 1934, Auk 60: 564^74. 

Biswas, B., 1950, Free. Zook Bengal 3 (1): 1-37. 


848. Picoides eanicapUltss mUhetlH (Malheihe) 

Picas mtehtUii Malherbe, 1049, Rev. et Mag, Zoot (2), t: 530 (Nepal) 
Baker. FBI No. 1377, Vol. 4: 50 

local names. None recorded. 

stZE. Sparrow — ; length c. H cm (5f in-). 
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held CHASACtERS. Broadly as of 849. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTEIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Tie lo«or Himalayas 
from' Murree (Rawalpindi dist.) eastward through Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh, Garhsval, Kumaon and Nepal; from the tcrai up to e. 1700 m. 
Affects openly \srooded country and scattered trees in cultivation, in tropical 
dry- and moist Jecduous and subtropical pine forest biotope. Intergrades 
with semanmalas (849) in Nepal. 

OENEEAL KABrn, FOOD, VOICE and CAEis. As in P. n. hcadwiildi (852), 
q.v. 

BREEnmo. S«um, chiefly Apiil-May. Jfest and eggs (c/4 or 5) as in 849. 

Moseim Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. Upper hack and innermost 
secondaries barred witb wlute. 

KEASUREMEKn / 

Wing Bai Tarms * Tafl 

(from feathers) 

85^9 17-18 14-15 40-47 mm 

9 9 84-94 17-18 ■ 14-15 42-50 mm 

(Biswas) 

Wd^t (summer) 3 20-24 g;'2 9 9 21-22 g (GD) ; (spring) 1 9 27 g (SA). 

COLOUU 07 BASE PARTS. As in 849. 
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entrancc*hole, r. 3 to 4 cm in diameter, drilled mostly on the underside of 
sloping or horizontal branches. 4 or 5, white, glossy, roundish ovals. 
Average size of 30 eggs 18*6 x 14*4 mm (Baker), Both sexes share in 
drilling the nest-hole, incubation, and tumdlng the young. Period ofmeuba* 
don not definitely ascertained; believed by Baker to be 12 or 13 dai-s. 

MosEtrM Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subsperies. Upper back central rcetri cq 
unbarred black, upper tail-coverts usually so; if any white present on latter, confined 
to a few feathers only. 

UEAStTRXMZNTS 



■VVIng 

S 

Bm 

(fromshoU) 

Tarsus 

Tail . 

ri'd’ 

80-90 

16-18 

13-16 

38-46 mm 

99 

82-91 

16-19 

14-15 

39-48 mm 
(Bmvas) 


Wdgbt (spring) 1 9 27 g — SA. 


COEOUBS OF BABE PARTS. Iris biscuit colouTcd OT gTcyish htowa (* Tcddish'brown * 
— Biswai). Bill homy brown, plumbcoui on c. baral two-thinij of lower mAndibl, , 
Legs and feet olive-plumbeous; claws homy brown. 


849. Picoides cmicapiUsis sesmeoTonaius (Malherbe) 

Picas sendcoronatas Malherbe, 1849 (1848-9), Bull. Soc. Nat. Moselle, 5c cahicr; 
22 in text (Hhnalayas = Daijeeling) 

Derdsoeapos sitntas gigentisadus Kodz, 1 952, Jour. Zooh Soc. India 4: 44 
(Mawryngkneng, Khasi Hills) 

Baier, FBI No. 1376. VoL 4: 49 


tocAX. KAUE. Daoja gaiedya rruherang (Gachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow 'length e. 14 cm (5J in,). 

FlEtD CHARAmERS. A diminudvc pied woodpecker. 

Male. Aiori/fon^ead and crown ashy grey; short ocdpital crest scarlet, 
surrounded by blati. A broad whitish supercilium from behind eye con- 
tinued as a wide band ^own ddes of neck. Upper back black; wdngs, lower 
bade, and rump black broadly barred with white. Upper tail-coverts and 
two central pairs of rectriccs black; lateral rectrices more or leas barred 
with white. Beltiw, chin and throat whitish streaked with ashy; rest of under- 
parts fulvous-brown, streaked with black. 

Female similar to male but scarlet of hindcrown replaced by black. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; toly common. Nepal 
(where it intergrades with mitekellii) through Daqeeling dist, S i kkim, 
Bhutan and northern Assam (intergrading wth camcapUlus isx Gachar and 
Nagaland); tend, duars, foothills and up to c. 1700 m — occasionally to 
2000 m. Affects open oak forest and mixed secondary jimgle. 

OENERAt HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAT.T.s. Very similar to P. n. hardsxnddi 
(852), q.v. 

breedino. Season, chiefly Apiil-May. Aferf, a shaft e, 10 to 20 cm deep 
bored in a thin blanch between e. 5 and 10 m up in open forest Uny 


850. Pitoides camcapillas camcapiltus (Blyth) 

Picas comcopiUasBlyib, 1845 (after 12 July), Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 14(1): 197 
(Arrakan; type from Ransree Island) 

Baker, FBI No. 1379, VOL 4: 51 
Plate 61, fig. 3 

LocAt, KAUES. Booja godoiya kashsba, Daoja gadaija jruhrrcng (Cariiari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 14 cm (hj in.). 

FiEU) CHARACTERS. Brokdly as of 849. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisnuBunoN and habitat. Resident Mampur, Mlzo, Tripura 
and East Pakistan (hill tracri) ; plains, foothills and up to r. 1 700 m. Affects 
thin open forest in tropical semi-evergreen biotope. 

Esdsalissdtal. Burma, Thailand and the Indoduncse countries. 

OENERAt HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Very similar to P. n. hordasiciH 
(852), q.v. 

BREEDINO. Season (Apiil-May), sust and eggs (c/4 or 5) as in 849. 

Mcssuii DiAOKOsa. Sc« Key to the Sutspedcs. DifTen firom sarisormsta (849) 
in having fiie upper tail-coverts barrtd, and central r e c tr i ces spotted with white. 
Scarlet of oedput confined as a streak on dfiier side as in m0ieiS (846).- 

SIEASDKBUSSrrS 



kVing 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

T«1 

d’e? 

80-94 

16-19 

13-16 

34-46 mm 

9 9 

80-92 

16-19 

13-16 

39-45 mm 


(once 49) 
(Bawas) 


COLOURS OF BAKE FAKTS. As in 849. 
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Picoides nanus (Vigors): Picsiv Woodpecker 
Key to the Subspecies 

Crovra brovm; upper tall-covcrts barred black and \viute 
A Underparts umtreaked or very indistinctly so .... P. n. gjTmop&airmj 
Underparts dhtinctly streaked 

1 Paler; cro\s-n very pale, streaks on under parts pale and difiused 

P, n, namir 

2 Darker; streaks on underparts coarse and dark. hardunekii 

3 Darkest; cro\%’n dark brown, streaks on underparts very fine and 

light P, ft. dnerngtda 


Page 
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851, Pieoida nanus mams (yigon) 

Pinu nama Vigors, 1832 (1831-2), Proc. ZooL Soc. London (I): 172 (Himalayas) 
Tungipiau kardwt^i bnimmceps Baker, 1926, BulL Brit. Ora. Q. 61: 42 
(UddpurUodhpiu’ road, near Jdwara, Rajputana) 

Baker, FBI No. 1381, Vol. 4: 53 ( bnnmeiap) 
tocAL KAMEs. None recorded- 
SIZE. Sparrow length c. 13 cm (5 an.). 

CHARACTERS. As of 852. Scc Museum Diagnosis. 
status, distribution and habitat. Readcnt. From Rawalpindi dist. in 
"VV. Pakistan (Kahuta, c. 73®27'E.— 'Whistler, JBNHS 22: 626) eashvard 
^rough Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Nepal tcrai, Bihar, W- Bengal and East 
^^kjstan, south to Orissa; foothills, tcrai, and plains. ASects light secondary 
forest and groves of mango and other trees around cultivatioii. 

general habits, food, voice and calls. As in R. n. kcrdwichi (852), 

q.v, 

breedino. iSVanm, principally February to early ApriL Aerf and eggs 
(c/3 or 2) as in 852. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to foe Subspecies. Difiers firom P- ft- her dwi c kt i 
(852), sex for sex, in being much paler overall svifo foe crown almost ydlov^^sh brown; 

white in upperparj, especially on upper tail-coverts; underparts paler with 
pale brown streaks. 

\Ving Bin Tarsus Tail 

^from skuU) 

c?d' 74-81 ' 15-17 13-15 35-39 mm 

9 9 76-83 15-17 13-14 36-42 mm 

(Bin^-as) 

COIOURS OF RARE JPARtX. As in 852. 

852. Piaidcs narvas hardwxckdx (Jerdon) 

(DeTidrocupQs) HcrdtricHi Jerdon, 1844, hladras Jour. lit. Sd. 13 (2): 138 
(Southern India »= Goomsoor, Ganjam) 

Baker, FBI No. 1380, VoL 4: 52 
* name, ChtUa jareft’ pcchM (Tclugu). 

Sparrow — ; len^ e. 13 cm (5 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A diminutivc browm and "svlute ^voodpccker. 

Male. Upperparts barred dark'brown and 
white; crown umber brown wifo a narrow 
scarlet streak on cifoer side of oedput. A 

. ^ conspicuous broad white stripe from above 

eye down sides of nock- Below, brownish 
white streaked with blacKsh. 

Female. Similar to male but lacking the 
■'’* scarlet streaks on sides of hindcrown. 

X f. 1 status, dbtrieution and habitat. Resi- 

dent; fairly common locally. All pe n i n sula r 
idia (excluding the range ot cinereigala in the southwest) no^W to 
le southern limit (undefined) of nassas in Gujarat through Madhya 
radesh and east to Orissa. Intergradcs with iwnur m Saumhtra and 
ver a large part of Madhya Pradeh and Orissa, and with enuro^ato 
1 Coorg disL, Mysore. Affects light deciduous and bamW forct, serondary 
mgle, and groves of trees in and around cultivation; plains and foothills up 

I c. 1200 m. , . • a -a. 

CE.NERAL HABITS. UsijaUy keeps in priis, frequently m assi^Don vnfli 
ie roving bands of small insectivorous birds such as nuthatches, tiQ, fiy- 
atchers and warblers. Actions and behaviour ve^ hke a nu^^, for 
rhich it may casually be mistakem Partial to woody st^ ofshn^ cl^ 
I the ground; also to slender outhanging branches and bare to^ort twigs 
f taU forest trees. Hardly ever seen on large tree-trui^ or bou^. Gre<^ 
ctively along and around a twig like a nuthatch tappu^ cnergett^y wth 
Tc bni as iTprogresses, and hops or flits from one twig to another like a 
parrow. Flight rather sparrow-like, lackiiig the charaetensUc ^im^ and 
^uladons of its larger relatives. May often be seen sunmng its^ m ^ 
arly morning on the topmost bare twigs of tall forat c^, clinging in^ 
ir long periods. Has been observed roosting at night the crotch of a 
rafless upright twig in a small tree at an angle of c. 45 . 

FOOD. eWefly insects and grabs. Stomach analyses showed ^ts (C^ 
onoias compressas, Oecophylla smasagdina, Cresn^gostn ^na-a), ^ 

’ma), weevils [Tcmjmeom spp.), various elatnds, catcrpillats, and 

nd buprestid larvae (Mhson & Lefroy, 1912). eats piJp of 

etries IFicus figs, Bachanarda lati/olia drupes) orjeAnceflo^ 

uffre). and flower-nectar. e.g. oT Salsnalia malai^, 

pp. and Batea moasspema. Often has pollen adhering to dun and forehead 

rathcis suggesting its implication in cross-DoIlinatioiL , 

voicx a^cALLS. An occaslonai feeble, mousy c^-r-r (cont^ 
flule creeping along the twigs. A soft but &r-<arr>mg_drammmg, nsirally 
in a bare end-twig at the top of some large tree overlooking the surroundmg 

“^I^INO. Season, February to July, tWefly 

jcaUv Akrt. a tiny hole, under 3 cm in diameter, drilled ra a small dead 
ranti bera-een 2 and 12 metres up, in °P“^test or a “ 

-ads down 5 to 10 cm to a somewhat widei^ unlink “ 

lorirontal brandies the entrance-hole is 

1 or 4. white, glossy, roundish ovals measunng e. 18 X 14 mm. Both sexa 
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share in excavating the nest, incubation, and feeding the young. Incubation 
period undetennined. 

Museum Viaonoso. See Key to the Subspecies; for details of pfumage Baker, 
loc. cit. ^ * 




Wing 

BiU 

(fjrom skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(?(? 74-80 

14-16 

13-15 

33—40 

9 9 7S-8I 

14-16 

13-15 

34-40 mm 
(SA,BB) 

Weight 1 9 15 g (SA). 



. 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris palc IcinoD'.yellow; eyelids and circumorbital skin 
magenta. Bill homy grey, dusky on culracn; mouth greyish pink. X^egs and feet 
dark slate or purplish brown; claws brown. 

853. Picoides nanus cinereigula (Malherbe) 

Ficus cinereigula Malherbe, 1849, Rev, ct Mag. Zool. (2), 1 : 531 
(Madras = AUeppy, Travancore) 

Baker, FBI No. 1380 (part), Vol. 4; 52 
LOCAL NAME. Maramkotii (for all woodpeckers *— Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for 852. Scc Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, pisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident,' feirly common locally, 
Coorg distj in Mysore (where it intei^adcs \yith hardwickii) and 'the 
Nilgiris and Palms, soutluvard through Kerala. Affects secondary jungle in 
deciduous and semi-et'crgrecn biotope; from plains level to r. 1200 m. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 852, q.v. 

BREEDING. Scoson, January to March, d/est, eggs and breeding biology 
not specifically recorded; doubtless as in 852. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspecies. Intermediate between hardunckii 
of peninsular India and gymnopthalmus of Ceylon: uppcrparls brown rather than 
black, but darker than in hardwiekiii crown very dark; streaking bclmv, though 
defi/^te, is so fine and light that in some specimens the underparts appear almost 
unicolorous.dirty white, 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

eft? 

71-76 

15-17 

13-14 

33-37 mm 

99 

71-77 

15-16 

12-13 

32-36 mm 
(SA,BB) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 852, 


854. Picoides nu/ius gymnopthalfniis (Blyth) 

Plats gyTTmpihdmus'Siylh, 1849, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 18 (2): 804 (Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1382, Vol, 4: 54 

LOCAL names. Mdl hrelld, CkutikerellS (Sinhala); 5'ini mirimkatti (Tamil). 
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. SIZE. Sparrow length r, 13 cm (Sin.). ^ 

HELD CHARACTERS. As of 852. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATOS, DimuB^oN .and habitat. Subspecies endemic in Ceylon 
Plentiful but locally distnbutcd, throughout tlic lowlands and in the hills 
to over e.^ 1200 m, ;^ccis secondary dry- and moist-deciduous jungle 
neglected overgrown plantations, etc. ^ 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, V'OICE and CALLS. j\s in 852, q.v. 

BREEDING Wn, February to June; occau-onally i« October aud 
December (Plulbps). divert and (c/2 or 3) as in l,ardwHi!, the Litter 
measuring c. 16 x 24 mm. 

Museum Diaonosis. See Key to the Subspedci. Differs from karJickkii (85’| in 
having the upperparts sooty black throughout (a. sooty brown), this difference pattic 
uUrly conspicuous on , the crown. Undcrpnrts dirty ultile, fainUy washed with 
yellotvisli iulvous and practicaily unstreaked, 

HEASUREME.VTS 



Wing ■ Bill 

' (from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

- £?£? ' 

72-77 • 14-17 

13-15 

33-37 Him 

99 

. 74-77 . 14-15 

. 1W4 

33-35 mm 

\Vcighl 1 

COLOURS 

(? 15g; 1 p 17 g (SDR). 

OP BARE BAars. As in 852. 


{^m\-as) 


855. Tltreeioed WoodpecIier.P/co;der(ndaf{)itu/ime6ritVcrrcaux ' 

Puciidts fauhtis J, VciTcaux, 1870, Nouv. Arch. Mus. Hist, Nat. Paru, 6 Bulk; 33 
(Mountains of Chmcsr Tibet Sikang) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 61, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAME. Pkokpo tungta (TihcUii). 

SIZE. Myna length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

PiELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd black and white woodpecker tvith 
no trace of crimson in the plumage, even in male. Aiove, Crown ycllotv in 
male, black in female; upperparts black tvith narrow broken white streaks. 
Belong chin, Uiroat, forcneck to upper breast white; rest of underparts 
almost entirely black with small white ficcks. Outer tail-fcatlicrs narrowly 
barred with while, ^ 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Modcratcl/ common in conifer and 
deciduous forests in Kongbo and Takpo districts of SE. Tibet adjoining 
NEFA, therefore probably occurs also trithin our limits. Collected by Frank 
Ludlow at between c. 3300 and 4000 m, June to September {Ibis 1944; 369), 

Extralirniial. Western China in provinces of Kansu, Sikang, Szechuan 
and Yunnan (Peters). 

general HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Tamc and very silent. Has 
* a Tow single note * (Ludlow). 

brebdino. Not recorded in our limits. 

Museum Djacnosu. Too only three, Funehns differs from all other subspecies of P, 
tridaet^'lusm being much blacker, especially on the underparts. 
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P/eo/(f«s trJdeciyIus 



MEASUREMENTS 


3 

4 99 


Wing 

130 

124-130 


BiU 

(from skuU?) 
31-33 mm 
29-31 mm 
(Kinntar) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Not rccordcd. 


Genus Hemicircus Swainson 

/Urmirirntr Swairuon, 1837, Classif. Bds. 2: 306 
Type, by monotypy, H. eoTurettis PI. col. 90 =» Pints conaefus Tcmminck 
liU straight, laterally compressed towards tip; nasal ridge well marled, beginning 
[use about halfway bet»*’ccn cultnea and commissure and extending half the 
ance to tip ; nostrils cowed with plumes. Feet very large ; hallux well developed ; 
:th toe longer than third. Tall very short, barely exceeding tail-coverts and only 
ut one-third length of wing. Rcctrices rounded at the cud, the outer pair dis- 
;tly shorter than the rest, . Ij 

"he genus differs from all Indian woodpeckers in that the hyoid horns are cuivcd 
ad the right bulbus ocidi- For a comparatit'C study of the tongue of this and some 
cf Indian woodpeckers sec Stcinbachcr, J., 1934,Jcvr./, Onu 82(3): 3S9 - 403. 
X AU,SiUin, I951,JBNHS 49: 786. 
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856. Hearfspotted IVoodpeclter, Hrmtcircus canente canaiU (Lesson) 

Pieus canente Lesson, 1830, Cent. Zool.: 215, pi. 73 (Pegu) 

Piais cordatus jesdon, 1840, Madrasjour. Lit. Sci. 1/ 

(Forests of Malabar and m llic W>’naad) 

Baker, FBI Not. 1409, 1410, Vol. 4: 84, 85 

Plate 61, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAME. PuUi mardmkolti (NIalayafam). 

SIZE. Sparrow -f ; length r.,16 cm (61 in.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A smaUish, squat, Wack and buff woodpecker win 
short, very slender neck, laigc crested head, and a strikingly.short and 

broad rounded tail. .■ 

Male. ibrcJiead, crown, and crest black, Uic first two nunutcly 

speckled witli wliitc. Back black with a broad buff band on cidtcr side 
(winE-coverts and tertiaries) marked witli heart-shaped black spots; romp 
huffy white. JJelou;, chin, throat, forcneck and sides of neck huffy white; 

rest of underparts dusky ohve and 
black. 

Fcm.alc similar to male but 
has die forehead and crowTi huffy 
white; crest black as in cP* 
Young (both sexes) like 9 but 
much d.irkcr below, being, in the 
earlier stages, blackish brown or 
chocolate svith no olive tinge. 

STATUS, DisTRiounoN and 
HABITAT, Resident; sparsely dis- 
tributed, but locally not un- 
common, The’Sahj-adri or Western Ghats complex (including FJtJpn 
and Palni hills) from Kerala northward through M)-sorc, Goa and 
Maharashtra to the Tapti river (r. 21°N. lat., S. Gujarat) and lOiandcsh. 
Thence eastward across tlic forested hill tracts of Madhp Fradesh (Uie 
Satpura trend) through Chanda and Bastar districts, Orissa, W. B<m^, 
East Pakistan, yUsam south of Brahmaputra river, and Manipur; plains, 
foothills and up to r. 1300 m. Affects moist-deciduous and secondary ever- 
green forest biotope. Partial to teak and bamboo jungle, and to shade trees 
in S. Indian coffee plantadons. ' . , , j r 

Bxlralimilal. Burma, Malay Peninsula, Tliailand (clilcny lowlands ol 
the eastern provinces) and southern Indoc)iinc3c counulcs (Peters). 

OEttERAL IIAIITS. Kceps singly or in pairs, commonly antongtt the mixed 
hunting parries of small insectivorous birds, Idke the pygmy woMpeckOT 
hunts on thin terminal branches up in tall trees rather titan on riic hjtw 
and boughs. Creeps actively up, along, and around rite (trigs with J«ky 
bobbing movements, very lilm some mechanical toy, tapping rcpwlcdiy 
with its hill here and tlterc to dislodge insects from tlic cracM, occ.ssional y 
digging into rotten wood wilii energy and determination. Tlie co.-utan y 
uttered squeaky calls give the first indlation of Its presence m a 
grove. Commonly perches croiiwise on twigs hkc a p.ss5enne bird, a 

crated bead, attenuated neck and rtunipy 
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HANDBOOK VOLUME 4 : 237-240 


319 


j WOODPECKERS 237 

rounded tail idendfies its silhouette a long svay off. Flight sreak and un- 
dulating, an exaggerated caricature of ie characteristic bounding flight of 
the woodpecker family. 

food. Ants, termites, grubs, and other insects. 

VOICE and CAixs. • A squeaky chattering scream (or long drawn datr-r) 
frequently repeated. A characteristic rather pleasant — sharp but not loud 
— bete, tme, ticee, sonrndmes stnmg out into a trill of 7 or 8 notes (Betts). 
A harsh jerfcj- call somewhat like the ssTyneck’s (SA). A thin, plaintive su-sU 
uttered with die head stiffly lowered and repeated 10 or 12 times, each 
su-sie accompaiued by a bow or bob; a sharp double- tchlik-khlit: pven in 
fflght (K. K. Neelafcantan). The individual interpretation of these calls has 
not been attempted. Also recorded drununing during the breeding season. 

BREEDING. Sfoson, chiefly November to April. A'er/, a liny hole c. 3 to 
4 cm in diameter drilled in a dead branch usually betw-een 3 and 4 metres 
up, sometimes considerably higher. It passes obliquely doumward to a 
depth of IS or 20 cm or so, into a someuhat widened egg-chamber. Nests in 
Kerala recorded in rotting svooden fence-posts adjacent to a used plantadon 
footpath I to 1-5 metres from the ground. £ggs 3, somednies only 2, white, 
unmarked, measuring about 24 x 18 mm. Other facets of breeding biology 
not recorded, 

MesEtnr DrACKOsis. There is no difference in coloration between birds from 
western India and the Assam-Burma population. ITicrc is, hoivcver, a continuons 
dine in nzc from south-west to north-east as shown by Salim Ali (loc. dt.), but no 
advantage is to be gained by upholding the smaller Kerala race cardatus hitherto 
recognised. 

Both sexes have a tuft of bristly feathers in the middle of the back invariably dotted 
with a viscid resinous substance with a deddedly pleasant smcIL The origin and 
purpose of this peculiar feature, which disappears in preserved skins, /-^Il« for investi- 


Ration. 

weasurzments 

^Ving 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tril 

cJ’c? 92-103 

20-25 

■ 17-20 

28-37 tnm 

9 9 85-98 

17-21 

16-19 

28-38 mm 

. (from skull) 

Weight 25d35,38g;I9 30g (SA). 


(SA, H\\'} 


roioURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris olive-brotvn. Bill dark homy brown; mouth greyish 
pmk. Legs, feet and daws blackish slate or brownish-black. 

Mt ser t T A KEous. Parasitiacd by tick Hamtaphjialis sjjimgtra (Rajagopalan, JBNHS 
69:62). 

Genus Blvtbipicus Bonaparte 

Bonaparte, 1854, Atenco Italiano 2: 124. {Separately paged reprint, 
Consp. Volucr. Zy^odact. 1854: 9.) Type, by subsequent designation, 

Picus (i.e. ffcmieirais) rtjitginosvs Swamson 

bag and stout, the culmcn angulate and almost straight. Nasal ridge strongly 
devdoped, nearer to culmen than to commissure. Nostrils exposed, angle about 

betvi-ccn gape and tip of bilL Wing roimdcd: primaries just exceeding 
s^ndarics in length. Outer pair of rectrices longer than coverts. Hind toe ^vell 
ocydopedj fourth toe a little bngcr than third. 
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857, HwJcared Bay IVoodpecber. Blythipicm pynhotls Pjnhsih 
(Hodgson) 

P£au Fynhath Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 6: 108 (Nepal) 
Blythipiau pyrrhotis porphyrnu Koclz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. I: 23 (Nongpoh, KhasT Hills) 

BlyOtt^nctis pyrrho^ pprkopipra Koda, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1 ; 23 (Karong, Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 1383. VoL 4: 55 
Plate 62. 13 

LOCAi. NAMES. Fi‘tng (Lepcha); Dao gadaxya gajao (Cachari). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c. 27 cm (Ui in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdiuin-sized barred rufous and black woodpecker 
wth a prominent scarlet cross-band on nape extending to sld'^ of neck 
behind the car-coverts, and greenish yellow bill. 

Female. Similar to nude but ^rithout the scarlet nape-band. Could 
casually be mistaken for Rufous Woodpecker (803), but larger size, greenish 
ydlow bill, and evergreen forest habitat diagnostic. 

Young (immature). Underparts duller than in female, but cvcr>'whcrc 
faintly barred wth rufous. Head, nape, and sides of neck blackish wth 
broad chestnut median streaks. 



STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and H.^BiTAT. Resident. From central Nepal east- 
ward through Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA. Also Assam liills south of the 
Brahmaputra, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo and East Pakistan (liill tracts); 
plains, duars, foothills and up to c. 2000 m. Affects dense evergreen climax 
forest and adjacent secondary’ jungle svitli bamboo. 

Extralimtal. Burma, northern Thailand, North \^etnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Almost al\%’a)'s met \vith in pairs — rarely 3 or 4 
together. Keeps fairly low down in bamboo tluckcts and undergrowth in 
dense forest, avoiding the opener parts. Hops on the ground feeding among 
the roots and clinging to die bases ofstems and dcca>’ing stumps, its presence 
usually betrayed only by its distinctive calls, or when flushed from the 
ground. Less commonly hunts also on higher trunks and brandies. 

FOOD. Mainly white ants, and beetle larvae. 

VOICE and calls. An unmusical but not unpleasant rAelrr, ckake, ekakct 
chah uttered slowly and deliberately four or five times, falling off in loudness 
as increasing in tempo towards the end. A loud chattering when fiushed 
from imdcrgro\vth, hrere-ktTm’hTeri (rendered by Smythirs as a ‘harsh 
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strident cftmTa-cha-danra-Kha-chuna *) uttered ^vhilc flpng agitatedly from 
tree-trunk to tree-trunk aroimd the intruder, accompanied by an exdtcd 
flicking of the ^v^ngs on alighting. 

breeding. Se'ason, prindpally May and June. the typical ^vood- 
peckcr hole in a living or dead tree-trunk or stump in heavily ^vooded ravines 
etc., normally bet>\’cca 1 and 4 metres from the ground. Eggs 3, sometimes 
2 or 4, white, long ovals. Average size of 25 eggs 29*7 x 21 *2 mm (Baker), 
Both sexes take part in drilling the ncst-holc, incubation, and feeding the 
^"oung. Incubation period imdetcnnined. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. Breast in adult 
has a rusty wash, in juvcmle dull earthy brovkTi, 

MZAStTRESTENTS 

^Vi^g Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'd' 145-153 48-54 29-30 82-98 mm 

9 9 137-151 45-51 — ' 62-85 mm 

(SA, BB, Stresemann) 

Weight 1 o' 170 g ; 1 9 155 g (SA). 

COLOURS OP n.\RE PARTS. Iris duU crimson; Orbital skia oUvc-browTi. Bill gTccnish 

yrilovi', more g t wi ush at base of lower mandible. Legs and feet and cla%v5 homy 
brtmTi. ' 


Gfnus Ghrysocolaptes Blyth 

^iocchpUs'B\y}h, 1843, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 12 (2): 1004. Type, fay subsequent 
designation, C. strietux = Pieus strietus Horsficld 
Bnj long and straight. Nasal ridges strongly dev’doped, commencing at base of 
bill and about half-ss’ay bet^veca commissure and culmen. Nostrils long and expanded. 
Feet occeptionally strong with the well devdoped; claw long and strong. 

Outer tail-feathers slightly exceeding coN'crts in length. 


Key to the Species 

1 Qtn\-n of male red, of female yellow; back black. •C.Jestirus 

2 CroviTi of male red, of female spotted with svhitc; hack golden olive 

. I C. lufidas 


Page 
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Ghrysocolaptes festivus (Boddaert): Blackbacked Woodpecker 

Key to the Snbspecics 

larger and paler; forehead white; white centres of chest feathers 

more pronounced C.f.fativjs 

Smaller and darker; much more blackish on tippcrparts; black 
borders of feathers on lower parts broader G.Jl tsdas 


SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c. 29 cm (12i in.), 

field cHARAcrrERS. A medium-sized woodpecker rather like the Golden- 
backed (819) on a casual glimpse. 

Male. Above, crowa and crest crimson. Sides of hindneck white, running 
douTi to unilc in a prominent white V on middle of upper back. Lower 
back and tail black. Upperparts of wings golden oh’vc. Below, cheeks, chin, 
throat and forcneck fulvous-white with five narrow longitudinal black 
streaks. Rest of underparts bufly w’hite, the feathers edged with black 
forming a bold scaly pattern on breast. 

When only the head and neck of the bird arc visible from behind a tree- 
trunk the o^triped pattern on the white checks and throat {v. black streaked 
with w'hitc in Goldcnbacked ^Voodpcckc^ [819]) is diagnostic. 

Female. Similar to male but ctovsti and crest golden yellow instead of 
crimson. ' 

STATUS, DiSTRiBxmON and HABITAT. Resident; widely but sparsely dis- 
tributed cvcry>s'hcrc : practically all peninsular India with the exception of 
Sind, western Rajasthan, Kutch and most of Saurashtra in the w'cst, and 
Assam and E. Pakistan in the cast, thus roughly between longitudes 72* 
and 88®£., and south of latitude 28'‘N. Affects deciduous forest — lov/ 
country and foothills with scrub and scattered trees. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly or in pairs — sometimes trios (with the 
single young of the year?) — in open deciduous tree and bamboo forest. 
Feeds on tree-trunks as well as ground; partial to charred patches where 
the grass has been recently burnt. In non-breeding season roosts at night in 
disused nest-holes in tree-trunks, each bird occup>ing one of the se\’eral 
usually chiselled out one above the other 30 to 60 cm apart, in successive 
years. Whefher the * apartments * arc occupied on an * ownership ' basis by 
birds themselves raised in the same hole, and ^\•hethcr the same intBvi- 
duals occupy the same hole night after night, are interesting perints for 
inv’estigatioa. 

FOOD. Chiefly ants and grubs of wood-boring beetles. 

VOICE and calls. A loud chattering * laugh * similar to the Golden- 
back’s, particularly to that of the Larger, C. lucidus (860-62), but different 
in timbre; the two confusablc ifheard independently and at difTcrent times, 

‘ A rapidly repeated unmctallic fecirri-rr-rr-rr-rr uttered in rum of 6 or 7 
evciy' few minutes ’ (K. K. Ne el a kan tan). 

breeding. Season, overall Nm*cmbcr to March, var^nng locally^ Xest, 
the typical woodpecker hole chiselled out in a tree stem between 2 and 7 
metres from the ground. A fresh hole is excavated each year so that often 
•Jour or more holes may be found in the same stem one above the other in 
apartment-house fashion, though only the latest is occupied for nesting. 


858. ChysoahptcsfcsSaafcstizxis (Boddaert) 

Boddaert, 1783, Table PI. cnium.: 43 (Goa « Daubenton, pL 696) 
Baker, FBI No. 1403, VoL 4: 77 
Plate 60, fig. 12 

I-OCAL KAios. None recorded. 
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Holes distinctive — ponr-^ or ‘ horse-collar ’-shaped rather than 

circular as in most svoodpeckets, measuring c. 11 X 8 cm in diameter and 
25-30 cin deep. JSggi, normally a singleton, rarely 2, white, unmarked. 
Average size of 5 eggs 31-2 X 24-1 mm. Both sexes share in cxcasating the 
hole and all other domestic chores. Incubation period undetermined. 
MesEtni Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Batcr, loc. cit. 

Young (iinmatarc). Cro«-n and crest flamc-colourcd ia male; blac^ spotted 
with ■wiilte in female. 

ItEASxnUEMENTa 

Bill Taiaus Tail 

(from skull) 

d’e? 152-162 ' 44-54 30-31 72-85 mm 

9 9 HO-lSa 43-51 26-30 72-81 mm 

(SA, H\V) 

colours of nARS PARTS. Iris creamy* orange to crimson (brown in young birds); 
cfrcumorbital skin pale flesh colour. Bill slaty or browTiish black. Legs and feet green- 
frh plumbeous; claws homy brown. 


PICIFORMES 

OiRYsocoLAirrxs tucrous (SeopoU) : Larger Golde.s-eacked Woom-Ecmi 

IVhistler has drav,-n attendoa to the fact that in this spedes the top of the KII has 
on each side, betv,Tm-the nasal groos-e and the cuhnen ridge, a seriea of fine traci. 
verse ndgo closely resend^ the mateh-striker found on old-lasluoaed shver match- 
boxes. The function of tha feature needs investigation. 

Key to the Subspecies 


A Back golden ydlow or olives only rump crimson 

I Back more gold, less olive * 
a Smaller 


Fsse 

. b Larscr 



2 Back dark, inore olive, less cald 

B Back as wril'hs nimp rrimTon. . . . 

. . . .C. /. ehrsewta 
. . . .C. 4 rincilards 

244 
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860. ChysocolapUs lucidas rJtarjus (Hodgson) 


859. Ch^ysocotapl^s festirus tanlus Ripley 

Oaysocolaptes festivus iantis Ripley, 1946, Spolia Zery’Ianica 24: 214 
(Embilipitiya, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1403 (part), VoL 4; 77 

lOCAL NASCES. MSho-rung kerelld (SInhala) ; MdrdTr^ili, TharhAen hinicx (Tamil). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c, 29 cm (12J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As for 858. Scc hfuscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRistmoN and HABITAT. Subspcdcs endemic in CJcylon. 
laOcally distributed in small numbers, in a fesv weU-tvooded areas in 
tlic North Ontral Prorince in the northern half of the island, and in 
the Hambantota and Embilipitiya districts of the Southern Province 
(Phillips). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 858, q.v. 

BREEDING. Seoson, January' to hlarch; occasionally in September. A'isf, 
frequently* diiUed in decaying trunks of coconut palms near villages, and 
rggj (c/1 or 2) as in 858. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the Indian population (858) in bong smaller 
and darker. Black stripes on rhin and throat noticeably broader, as are also the bbek 
bordeis to the feathers on breast and abdomen. 


UZASUREiCENTS 



Wing 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

1 c? 

150 

52 

29 

75 mm 

2 99 

144, 147 

49(1) 

(from feathers) 
43(1) 

28(1) 

76, 79 mm 

(HIV, SDR) 

oouoms 

OF BARE PARTS. 

As in 858. 




fViu SaUaxr Hodgson, 183?, Jour. Ariat. Soc. Bengal 6: 103 (Nepal, restricted to 
Shura, central Nepal, Ripley, 1950, JENHS 49: 380) 

■ Baker, FBI No. 1405, Voh 4: 80 
LOCAL KAiCcs. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 33 cm (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 861. Scc Kcy to the Subspecies and Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtJTiON and HABITAT, Resident. Garhwal and Kumaon 
cast to central Nepal where the population intergradcs with ^tiaaiitainx 
(861). Affects evergreen forest: tcrai, duns and up to f. 1600 in. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 861, q.v. 

BREEDING. Sfospfj, fi&sij and breeding biology as in 861. 

hfusEim Diagnosis. Differs from adjoining ^idicsnstcttis (851) xu bring lirger^ 
with a comparatively larger biD. 

UEASUREUENTS 

Wing Bfll 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 172-190 50-64 

(aver. 180 '5) (mostly SO 

, or over) 

Central Nepal birds (intermediate) giw: 

(from skuD) 

5 d'd' • 171-180 58^2 

(aver. 175) 

3 9 9 174-180 53-58 

(aver. 177*5) 

Wright (spring) 3 d'd' 188-233 g; 3 9 9 182-195 g (DiessrihoraO* 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As io 861. 


Tarsus Tail 

30-31 92-102 mm 

(Baker) 

— 80-100 ma 

— 98-99 mm 

(Birwas) 
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861 . ChysocolapUs (ucufus guitaaisiaius (Tickelf) 


Piau GtatacriitabuTickellf 1033, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 2: 578 
(Jungles of Borabbum and Dboibhum) 

IrJjpzau deUssrrti Malherbe, 1849 (1848-9), Mem, Acad. NaL Metz 30; 343 
(India, restricted to Calcutta by Ripley) 

Baker, FBI No. 1404. VoL 4; 78 
Plate 60, fig. 17 

lOCAL KAifEs. Tedd-on-hau (Lepcha) ; Daoja gadaiya (Cachari). 
sn^ Pigeon; length e. 33 cm (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sizcd gnldenbacked woodpecker. 

Ma^c. AbooCy croivn and crest crimson; nape and hindneck white. Back 
and mantle golden olive; rump crimson; upper tail-covcrts and tail black. 
Bdow, buffy white as in festivm (858) but with forcneck and breast very dark, 
the scaly pattern looking more like ss'hite spots on a black back^und. 
Checks and chin while; two black stripes on cither check meeting on rides 
of throat and continuing; a fifth broader black stripe doiNG centre of chin 
•and forcneck (sec figure). < 



Female ymilar to male but with the crown and crest black, stippled 
with white.' ~ . 

Casually confusablc, sex for sex, with Hinialay*an Thr^tocd GoIdcnback 
(824), but different pattern of the black throat-stnpes diagnostic, q.v. 

Young (immature) has crown and crest as in fcinalc, the male first 
acqinring the crimson occipital crest and later the crimson crown. 

STATUS, msTTUBUTioN and HABITAT. Resident; fairly common in the 
appropriate biotope. East-central Nepal cas^N-ard through Sikkim. Bhutan, 
NEFA and Assam; Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo, East Pakistan, W. Bengal, 
Bihar Orissa, eastern An^tra (Vaisakhapatnam Ghats),- south to Bastar 
dht. in eastern Madhya Pradesh, Affects w-cU-wooded moist-dedduous and 
5 emi-e^•cIgrccn foret areas, cspcdally in broken foothills country; cbefiy 

below <r.700in,sparingly up to 1600 m. • , . , . 

ExtralhdiaU Burma, Shan State, Thailand south to the Lankaw, 
Islands: S. 'Vietnam. 

general HAEm. Typical s\Godpeckcr. Keeps noisy pairs, o^- 
rionaHy family parries, flying nrifdy from tree to tree with the characteistic 


bounds and undularioos, ah’ghring low* on a trunk and working upwards in 
jerky spurts and spirals. Seldom, if c\*cr, feeds on the ground. Very agile in 
dodging behind trcc*trunks to escape observation, and could thus be easily 
missed unless first seen ah'ghting. Usually shows no more of itself from 
behind the stem than the head and neck, when the pattern of the stripes on 
cheeks and forcneck is a useful pointer to its identity. A pair has been 
observed haivking iringcd tennites in company with drongos, launclung out 
in the air, hov’cring lilcc a Pied Kingfisher clumsily, making half a dozen 
captures in the bill and reluming to the tree (Hume quoting CapL Fieldcn, 
SF3:64-5). 

FOOD. Insects, grubs, etc. Also nectar, c.g. of Salmalla and Esyihma 
flowers, as a subsidiary' item. 

VOICE and calls. A discordant trilling ‘laugh * or scream, rather like 
that of the commoner Goldenbacked Woodpecker (819) but shriller and 
more * tinny uttered chiefly in flight. Also drums energetically in the 
breeding season. - 

breeding. Seasm, chiefly March to May. the typical woodpedeer 
hole in a tree-trunk, vertically oval in shape rather than droilar, 2 to 5 
metres up, in practically c\*cry type of WGoded country — mango grovo 
' near villages or within humid forest. The same cavity is often used for many 
succesrive years, with fresh entrances cut each rime all leading to the same 
. chamber, but whether by the same or other birds is not known- Eggs, 4 or 5, 
white, unmarked. Average size of 40 eggs 30 * 0 X 22 • 1 mm (Baker). Period 
of incubation, fde Baker, 14 to 1 5 days, and fledging period 24 to 26 days. 

Mustuu Diagnosis. For detaib of plumage sec Baker, loc. riL Diffcn from IVest 
T Ttma layan rJUneus (860) xa bring slightly st^er with a comparativdy smaller bSL 


MEASUREUENTS 

IVing 

Bill 

(from feathen) 

Tartta 

Tail 

^9 

I57-I78 

43-56 

(from ikuD) 

30-31 

85-97 mm 
(Baker) 

4 d'tJ’ 

165-172 

■ 48-50 

31-33 

90-97 nun 

4 99 

168-173 

47-49 

31-32 

83-90 nan 
(SA) 


coLouxs OF bare PARTS. Iris cTcamy orange or fawn colour. Bill Jiomy 
or black, plumbeous at gape and base of lower mandible. Legs and feet grtwiish 
plarabeovs; daws homy brown. 


662. OaysocolapUslacihschrioTtcnaKJoss 

ChysocoUpia itrirda KJow, 19J8, Ibis: 113 (Joborc, Malays) 
OtysocoUpta gMsensuta sociAis Kocla, 1939. Proc. BldL Soc. >Variungtoo 52: 78 
(Jagalbed, Bombay Prcridcncy) 

Baler, FBI No. 1406, VoL 4: 80 

uy.,. For woodpoefart in g««I: (SUUr^)! 

tSrCA (Tamil), 
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SIZE. Pigeon length e. 31 cm {12| in.). 

y ryrn CHARACTERS. As of 861. Scc Muscum Diagnoss. 

May be confused -with the superficially similar Threctoed Woodpecker 
(825)-— also crimsonbacked — but die slightly larger size, icIaU 
{p. black), ai?d distinctive check markings wU distinguidi this bird. 

STATUS, rusTRiBimoK and habitat. Resident; not uncommon in the 
a ppr o pri ate biotope. Kerala and northward along die Western Ghats 
complex pncluding the Nilgiri and Palni hills) through Mysore, Goa, 
Klaharashtra and Gujarat to the Tapd river, and Khandesh; firom plains 
level up to e. 1800 m. Affects evergreen and moist-deciduous biotope; pardal 
toacrub and mixed secondary jungle in the moist mtermediate zone; rare 
or absent in the coastal belt. 

Extrelirrital, Extreme southern part of Malay Peninsula, Singapore 
island, Riau Archipelago, Sumatra, western and central Java (Peters). 

Tlus is one more example (cf Great Pied Hombill [776]) of the fact that 
Inrds of the same spedes at the extremities of the ‘ Indo-Malayan horseshoe 
he. Ccylon-India-Burma-Malaya, are closely alike. 

general habits, food, voice and calls. As in 861, q.v. Has been 
observed roosting at night on a bare branch at an angle of 45® to the trunk, 
squatted along it as when searching for food, but completely ‘ firozen *. 

BREEDHt'o. SecsoTij overall December to March. Ntst, riTnilar to that of 
Blackbackcd ^Voodpeckc^ (858), a pear-shaped or vertically oval hole c. 
8 cm wide in a tree-trunk at hdghts between 2 and 20 metres, running in 
horizontally at first, then turning to vertical for 30 cm or so and ending in 
a slightly bulbous chamber. The lower edge of the entrance-hole is usually 
bev^ed off into a slope. Eggs^ normally a ringleton, s'cry rarely 2, white, 
unmarked, measuring c. 28 X 20 mm.- 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs fiom gutiaaistatus (861) in being some^^’hat smaller, 
with the upperparts more olive, less golden, making them appear decidedly darker. 
The erimsoa of the rump usually extends slightly further up the back. 

UZASUREUENTS 

AS^g Bin Tarsus Tail 

(fiom skuIQ 

14^158 42-52 30-31 77-91 mm 

9 9 147-157 41-50 27-30 80-89 mm 

(SA, HW} 

Wd^ht 2 9 9 163, 164 g (SA). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iiis cTcam colour wddi a pinldsh tinge (more preosdy, 
a fine outer ring reddish, inner ring pinkish cream colour). BUI dark homy brown, 
plumbeous at chin; mouth slaty pink. and feet greyish green or g r eeni s h plum- 
beous; daws dark homy brown. 

863. ChysocolapUs htddus siricklandi (La^Tird) 

Bra^pUnsa StnddamU Layard, 1854 (June), Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 13 (3):' 449 
(Gilbiuale, (^loa) 

Iniopvta Cerlalta Malherbe, 1854 (July), Rc^^ cl Mag. de ZooL, scr, 2, 6: 379 
(Cc)'lon) 

Baker, pi No. 1407, VoL 4:,8l 
.Plate 60, 18 

mcAL NAMES. For W'oodpeckcrs m general; Afuf^eldng ker<U3 (Smhala); Jifardm^ 
iottif TJuihihen hfirtet (Tamil). 


nzE. Myna +; length c. 29 cm (114 in-). 

i^ TK L T) CHARACTERS. As of 861, scx foT scx, but With cutirc back crimson 
instead of rump only. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

May be confused with the supcrfidally amilar Redbacked 'Woodpecker 
(823) ; distu^uishable from it by the deeper crimson back and wings, longer 
and paler coloured bill, and more high-pitched and tinny call-note. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Subspedcs endemic in Ceylon, 
Moderately plentiful, but locally distributed, throughout the forests and 
well-wooded areas of the lowlani and hills to over 2100 m (Phillips). 

GENERAL HABns, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 861, q.v. 

breedinc. Season, October to April; chiefly December and January. 
AVrt and eggs (cjl to 3) as in 861. 

Mnsztni Diagnosis. Differs fromguftorirfcfax (861) andcftrrswKcu (862) in having 
the whole hack crimson (r. rump only), and the wings rather duller crimson instead 
of golden or olivc->’dlow. The black on the head is greater in extent, and the white 
less. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wmg 

EiU 

Tarsus 

Tan 

39 

142-150 

42-45 

30-31 

96-95 TTPH 



(&ctm feathexs) 


(Baker) 

4 33 

145-149 

46-49 

27-30 

86-83 tnm 

3 99 

148 

45-47 

27-28 

79-82 xmn 



(fiom skull) 


(HW) 


Weght 1 9 138 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris yeHowish white!, yrilow, buff, or buff with an outer 
reddish ring. Bill homy brown or plumbeous brown at bake, paling towards tip 
where it is almost white and tinged with green in the centre. Legs and feet dull 
g r ee n ish brown or g r eeni s h slate (Baker). 

Order Passeriforues 

For morphology and characters sec Stresemann, E., 1927-34, Aces: 843-4; Baker, 
E. C. S., 1922, FBI 1 : 10-17; for general account Thomson, A. L. (ed.), 1964, /lew 
Dkf. £irdf, London and New York (Article Tasseriformes*). In almost all Passeri- 
formes the order of wing (primaries) moult is strictly descending. This w i de spr ead 
mode seems to be prim itive (Stresemann). 


Family Eurylaiuidae : BroadbUls 
For description sec Van Tyne, J. and B e rg e r , A. J., 1959: 486; Baker, E. CL S., 
1926, FBI 3; 459-60; hfackworth-Praed, CL W., 1964, Article * Broadbill * in Thom- 
son, A. L. (ed.) Die/. Birdr, London and New York. '' 


Key to the Twrttao Genera 


TaQ shorter than wing SaUophsa 

Tail longer than wing Psesismsu 


Page 
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Genus Serilophus Swainson 

Saihphts Swainson, 1837, Classlf. Birds 2: 262. Type, by monotypy, * S. lanabis 
Zook Tr. 1, pL 25 * sBs Exaplrnsras Imetas Gould 
Plumage vay soff and lax. Tail much graduated. ^Vings roimdcd, much longer 
than tqil. Secondaries and inner primaries truncated and emarginate at the ends of 
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the shafts. Rictal bristles present. BUI broad and flat, comparati>’eIy small, with 
tides of upper mandible straight, not o>'crhanging near gape. Nostrils rounded, 

at base of culmea. Scutellatioa of tarsus in front almost obsolete; inside of 
^trsus coiiTred with an imdividcd lamina. Sexually dimorphic. 






9 , X c. l 


864. Collared BroadbilL Senlopfais hmatxis TvhTopp^m (Hodgson) 

Hodgson, 1839, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 8: 36 (No locality = Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 1334. Vol. 3: 470 . 

Plate 63, fig. 3 

ttXAL NAMES. Kai si^ (Ncpali) ; Rob iyvJ (Lcpcha) ; Dca kungcri (Cachari). 

SIZE, Bulbul length c. 19 cm (7| in.). 

iteld characters, a sluggish arboreal ashy grey bird with a short 
recumbent crest overhanging nape. Ix)>vcr back chestnut. Wings black 

with contrasting chestnut, blue, 
and w'hitc markings. Tail black, 
graduated, the lateral rectricca 
wWte-tipped. Prominent yellow 
skin around eye. 

Female. Similar to male, 
but ^vith a demi-gorget of 
syhite-tipped feathers on cither 
ride of neck. 

STATUS, distribution and 
HABITAT, Resident; Nepal 
castivard through Bhutan and 
Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo and East Palastan (lull tracts) : 
to*ai, plains, foothills and up to c. 1700 m. In tropical semi-evergreen and 
cvcrgjcen biotope. Affects sal and mixed secondary tree and bamboo jungle. 

Extralirmtal. Arakan, Chin Hills, and northern and western Bunna. 

CEKERAL HABITS. Arborcal and somewhat crepuscular. Keeps in parties 
of 5 to 20 or so to the better wooded parts, the indiriduals loosely together. 
Vciy acti\'e in the morning and at dusk, but also hunts Icthar^cily durii^ 
the day. Tame and confiding to the point of stupidity, even after being fired 
^ Perches x-cry erect, the tail kept xn-cU doxm and frequently twitched. 
Takes insects off the branches and foliage of trees in clumsy but agile 
fluttering sallies. Boimccs lightly from branch to branch using Ac xvings as 
a parachute — an action rcmimsccnt of the Common- Wood Shrike, 

Grasshoppers, mantiscs and other insceb. Tiny land shells haxx 
been found crammed in a stomach dissected. 

VOICE and calls. A soft rather musical whistle and a low c^-r-r-r 
uttered both at rest and in flight hax'c been described. Also a loud mouseylike 
squeaking xvhen alarmed. 

breeding. Season, March to May or Jime. A'crt, a bulky untidy ball 
5 5 in diameter of coarse grass, xvecds or moss bound tc^thcr xvith 
ck hair-like roots, x\Tth a round lateral entrance c, 5 cm across ox-erhung 
^ rather like an enlarged sunbird’s nest. lined xrith broad 

hoo or grass lcax*cs and draped on the exterior xrith spiders* egg-cases 
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etc., an untidy * beard ’ of loose material dangling below. Suspended by a 
slender attachment fiom a branch or bamboo twig, normally 2 to 4 metres 
up, almost invariably ox'crhanging some trickle or pool in a ravine; usually 
qidte conspicuous. Eggs normally 5, sometimes 4, white tinged with pale 
creamy pink or claret,' usually speckled with minute reddish brown or 
purplish black dots, more den^y at die broad end. Ax*crage size of 100 
eggs 23'6 X 17*3 mm (Baker). Both sexes partake in building the nest, 
incubation, and feeding the young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. 

Young (immature) described fiom a single jweniTe as similar to adult but 
diestnut of rump eclending farther up on to mantle; grey of head and hindneck 
also fain tly ^-ashed with chestnut; silvery W'hite marks on rides of neck indicated, 
but less broad and clear (Garthwaitc & Ticchurst, JBNHS 39; 559). 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bin Tarsus Tail 

(fiT>m skull) 

(J'9 83-88 15-17 e.21 66-71 mm 

(SDR, SA) 

Weight (>rintcr) 2 9 9 33, 35 g (SDR). 

colours of bas^ farts. Iris brwn ; orbital skin bright ydlow. Bill : upper mand- 
ible blue with pale edges and tip; lower mandible blue at base, yellowish green on 
gonys. Legs and feel bright yellowish green ; claws plumbeoia. 

Genus PsARisoMUS Sxs'ainson 

Pwrwretr Swrinson, 1837, Classic Birds 2: 261. T>‘pc, by monotypy, * P, dclhoasiat 
^V'ilson, IlL ZooL * = EajUnnsj Jameson 

Bill broad and flat; edge of ui^>cr mandible straight, not overhanging. No rictal 
bristlea, but loral feathers directed forward. Tail longer than xring; steeply graduated, 
the outermost feathers being about one-third the length of the nnddle: Wing rounded ; 
3rd or 4lh primary (as.) longest. Scutdlations of tarsus indistinct on outer firont, 
obsolete on inside. S^es alike. 


865. Loagtalled Broadbill* Psaisorrsis dcOxusiae dalAousiae Qameson) 

daZScxncf Jameson, 1835, Edinburgh New Philos. Jour. 18:589 
(Northern India, probably near Simla) 

Baker, FBI No. 1335. VoL 3 : 472 
Plate 63, &g. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. RSi-i (Nepal); Da:g-m>rni.h, Dang-rdt-pho (Lcpdxa); Deo hsngsri 
raja (Cachari). 

RT7T_ Bulbul “h; length e. 27 cm (101 in.). 

FiElD CHARACTERS. A showy grass-gTCcii arboreal bird vritii a longish 
graduated tail largely bright blue above, black below. Bright yellow chin 
throat produced up rides of neck as a collar broken behind. Crox^-n 
black xx-ith an oblong ydlow spot on other side, and a bright blue patch in 
the centre. A white patch on the black underride of >^ings prominent in 
flight. Sexes alike. 
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Young (itninature) like adult, but has no blue on head, and chin and 
throat greenish yellow. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoH and 
HABITAT. Resident, subject to 
seasonal local movemenla. The 
Himalayas from Garhwal 
(Mussooree) through Kumaon, 
Nepal, Sikidm, Bhutan and 
NEFA; south through Assam, 
Nagaland, Manipur, h^zo and 
East Pakistan (hill tracts); in 
tropical and subtropical ever- 
green biotope from tcrai and 
plains level to c. 2000 m. Affects 

mixed forest and secondary growth with bamboo, riverain jungle, etc. 

ExiralimitaL Burma, H^^iland and the lndo<dilncsc countries. The 
spedes extends to Malaysia, Sumatra and Borneo. 

OENSRAL- HASrrs. Arfaorcal and sociable. Keeps in Bocks of 15 to 30, 
moving about in the foliage canopy or middle storey in forest in sprawling 
foUow-my-leadcrstylefrom tree to tree. Flight-silhouette when overhead, as 
well as upright stance when perched, and habit of fluttering in front of 
sprigs to take insects and spiders, very reminisoent of the minivets {Pericro* 
cotta), though actions inoie sluggish. When perched upright snatches tail 
like a shrike. Often launches out to take a winged insect in the air, flying on 
to another perch after the capture. like the Collared BroadbiU is stupidly 
tame and trusting even after being fired at and several of the flock killed. 
Close hunting association with Haircrested and other drongos has been 
frequently observed, the drongos swooping upon any moths or other winged 
insects flushed from the foBage by the fluttering broadbills. 

ROOD. Large black ants, vhugs (Hemiptera), green grasshoppers and 
other orthopterous insects, and spiders. 

VOICE and calls. A distinct loud sharp whistle iseee^, isttay 

repeated continuously 5 to 8 times with little change in pitch, usually in 
flight. Silent while feeding except for an occasional single note UetayossmuU 

BREEUiNO. Stason, April-May-Junc. }fesl, a well-made’ pear-shaped 
pouch of bamboo leaves, grass, roots, moss and creeper stems, etc. with a 
fagged * beard * of loose material hanging from the bottom, and decorated 
on the outside with spiders* egg-cases, scraps of green moss, etc. Overall 
length including suspension and beard t. 1 metre; size of globe containing 
egg-chamber c. 25 X 15 cm. Suspended by a thin pliant attachment from 
branches usually overhanging wooded ravines, 2 to 10 metres from the ‘ 
ground. Telegraph lines spanning forested nullahs appear to be favourite 
sites, the nest being suspended wcU out along die open wire, away from any 
vegetadon, and very conspicuous. E%gi, 5 or 6, variable in coloration-— 
white to sabnon-pink blotched tvith pale brick-red, brick-pink, or deep rich 
red-brown, and secondary lilac-grey marlungs. Average size of 200 eggs 
27*4 X 19*4 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in building the nest, iacuba- . 
don, and evidently also in feeding the young. Incubation period undeter- 
mined. 
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\tuszuu Diagnosis 

MEASUREVIEKTS 

"'“S Bill Tanm Tail 

(from skull) 

c?t? 103-116 21-23 28-30 iiK-iai 

■ 2,-24 28-30 

Weight I 9 (winter) 67 g (SDR). 

- ydlow B.U «se-gree„: upper mandible blubh at gape; u.rdrrride „nm>„ .Sbt 
pmluh orange at eh.n and b.-ual two-dtirdr, blubb green at tip. I,--, and fe. 
green ; claws horny bro>v7i. ** 

Family Pittjdae; Pittas 

1926 ’^'7 V" A- J-. 1S59: 497; Baler, E. a S., 

me, rai 3 44, jraeWtl-Praed, C. IV., ,964. Artiele ‘ Pitta > in ThonBon 
A, L. (ed.), ^^UI Diet. Birds, London & Nnr YorL 
> 

' Genus Pitta Vicillot 

FUla Vieiilot, ,816, Anal. nouv. om.: 42. Typo, by subsequem dsigration, Cems 
Brachyunu Linnaeus 

Wing with ten primaries, the 6rst (as.) very long and reaching almo.1 to lip of 
mug. Tad of twelve feathers, very short; feathers of ermvn very fo!l and ereedie 
forming a short thick crest, not apparent unless the bird is excited. Tarsus exceplion- 
Jong and strong, the anterior surface entire and smooth. 

Key to the Species 

A Lower plumage plain fulvous nipilmii ^2M 

B Lower plumage cross-barred F. cymea 256 

C Lower plumage marked with brilliant crimson 

a Breast and abdomen grey 2j4 

b Breast and abdomen fulvous or buff 

1 Under svfng.coverts black R rntdecinuh 5» 

2 Under wing-coverls with a large patch of svhite P. Irarhjvra 252 

866. Blnenaped Pitta, Pitta nipateruis nipalma (Hodgson) 

PatuJiala nipatiruii Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asiat. Soe. Bengal 6: 103 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 1317. Vol, 5: 444 
Plate 63, ftg. 10 

LOCAL NAME. Doo but yt^Qshi (Cachari), 

SIZE. Quail -h; length r. 25 cm (10 ju.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS.' A dumpy stub-taUcd terrestrial bird, largely blue 
and greenish brown above, plain fulvous below. Nape and hindn^' bright 
blue; tail brown tinged >vi£h green. 

Female, Ahooc, similar to male but hindcrown rufous-fulvous instead of 
blue, and hindneck green. BelotVy like male but throat usually more whitish. 
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In low cross-flight from one thicket to another, silhouette very like a 
waterhcn*s {Amaurornis), 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTTON and HABITAT. Resident, subject to seasonal dis- 
persal movements, largely altitudinal. Central Nepal eastward through 
Sikkim, W. Bengal (Datjccling dist.), Bhutan and NEFA. Assam, Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizo, and East Pakistan (bill tracts). From plains levri and duars 
up to c. 2000 m. Affects tropical and subtropical secondary evergreen and 
bamboo jungle, and densely ovc^gro^vn clearings. 

Exlrolimilai. Arakan Yomas, northern Burma, North Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Almost entirely terrestri^, and a ^cat skulker! 
Keeps singly or in separated pmrs in dense shrubbery, fli<^Qg aside the 
fallen leaves or digging into the mulch with its stout bill for food. Progresses 
on the ground in swift long hops, like a rat in a hurry, and on a fleeting 
glimpse could easily be mistaken for one. Ventures on to the edge of forest 
paths etc. in tlie early mornings and at dusk, withdrawing precipitately into 
the undergrowth on alarm. ^ 

FOOD, Ants, beetles, and other insects, grubs, worms, lizards and 
various small anlmab. 

VOICE and calls. * A magnificent double whistle, uttered both on the 
ground and when on a tree, meet often m the early mornings and late evenings * 
(Baker). Baker also rcconk * a very soft chuckle * between a feeding pair. 

BREEOtNO. Season, April to August, chiefly May and June, /^cst, a large 
oblong domed structure like a Rugby football m shape, of loosely put- 
together bamboo leaves, coarse roots and grass, with entrance at one end. 
Placed on the ground in the base of a bamboo clump or other dense bush; 
somedmes a couple of metres or so up in the forking branch of a tree. 
normally 4, sometimes 5 of even 6; rather spherical, glossy china white 
sparingly spotted vdfli primary marUngs of red^h brown and secondary 
ones of Hlac or lavender-grey. Average size of 100 eggs 29-5 X 22*4 mm 
(Baker). Bofli sexes share in building the nest, incubafiion, and feeding the 
young. Incubation period undetermined. 

. Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Bakta-, loc. dL Uoderparts con- 
ddcrably variable in depth ofcoloration in male, some individuals having a beautiful 
fulvous-pink flush on throat and foreneck. Many, but not all, Assam and Manipur 
birds have black centres to the scapulars and feathers of back, rump and upper ia2- 
coverts, absent in topotypical birds from Nepal and Sikkim. 

Nestling. Above, dark brown, each feather with a large central patch of p^e 
fulvom Mid blnckjjh'cdiro. Bthw, vny pale fulvous-pink, the feathers of chin, 
throat, and foreneck with obsolete dart edges. Feathers of rest of underparts with 
black bases and narrow black borders, the former showing everywhere but most 
boldly on breast and flanks (Baker).' 


MEASURZMEim 

Wins 

BlU 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

<?9 

116-129 

(from feathen) 
22-26 

51-59 

61-68 mm 
(Baker) 

4 d'e? 

120-124 

(from skull) 
30-31 (2) 

— 

56-65 (2) xnm 

3 99 

I22-I27 


' — tom 

(SDR', Hdnrids, Strestsnana) 


COLOURS OF SAKE FARTS. Iris brovm; eyerim pale tahnoo. BiU boroy hrowo, 
paler at tip. Legf and feel brownish flesh; claws paler. 


867. Lidian Pitta. Pitta brcchyura Brachjura (Linnaeus) 


Cwnu bmhpmm Linnana, 1766, Syst. Nab, ed. 12, It 158 (Moluccas » Ceylon) 
— Pitta irachyira pdihra Koeli, 1939, Proc- Biol. Soe. Washingun 52: 77 
(Bhadwar, Kangra, Punjab) 

Baker, FBI No, 1323, 'Vol. 3: 453 
Plate 65, fig. 12 

’ LOUAI. NASiES. .Nlwrdng (Hindi) ; dkiuaela (Bengal) J Fflldnlipllll C^elugu); if™- 
mdai bwri, mid miia, KalMidii (Tannl) ; XSvi (Malayalam) ; driclcAiiKl (Sinhala) j 
JDao btnytgoikx (Cachari). 

SEE, Quail ±; length e, 19 cm (7{ in.). 

field charactees. a gaudily coloured stub-tailed thrusiuifcc terrestrial 
bird— green, bright blue, blai, white and folvous vdth ctimson-pndt 
abdomen, vent, and under taU-coverts. In flight a round white patch near 
tip of wings conspicuous. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) has the crown darker, the featiters edged with bhek; 
back very dark, much duller and browner than in adult; undeiparts duller 
and browner with but little pink on belly and vent. ^ 

. STATUS, DOTMmmoN and haditat. Resident, with lar-rangmg seasoi^ 
'migratory and disposal movements not properly worked out. Pracd^y 
the entire subcontinent including Assam, Manipur and EastTakistan, Irom 
the sub-Himalayas to Kanyakumari (excluding Sind and the more and 
of Rajasthan); low i»imtry and foothills, oct^'onally up to IIWlp. 
Breeds over a wide area in northern and central India hum about Kangra 
(hmjab) fei the west to Cachar ’(Assam); sporadically elsewhere, e.g. Gir 
forest (Saurashtra) and Bombay environs. Mainly an abundant southwest 
monsoon or winter visitor and/or passage roigtant in petunsular India. Winter 
vuitor also to Ceylon from c. October to March-ApriL Affeets scrub jungle, 
semi-^livation and patches of light deciduous and evergreen forest. 
unp'recedented sight record near Islamabad, Pakistan, 17.vi.l978 (JBNHS 75: 
924-5). 

moRATion. Vast numbers are observed on regular passage all about the 
tame time but not in flocks every year — locally almost to the date 
through south and petunsular India norlhsvard in hlay and June, heralding 
the advaitcc of the SW. monsoon; in the opposite direction, (cueirds Cc^om 
in September-Oetober marking the end of the rainy season. Details of the 
movements have not yet been studied. _ xr l- » 

ctEttEstAL itAErrs'- Mainly terrestrial, but roosts in low trees. Hops *“0“ 
on the ground like a thrush, Tummaging amongst the dead 
digging into the wet earth svith the bill for insects and griibs. On distu 
anee flics up into a branch with a whirr of wings, silting motionless, only e 
stujnpy tail wagging very slowly and deliberately up and down like some 


nechanical toy. , , . -u.,™ 

FOOD. Insects', grabs and worms. In. the neighbourhood of vtusgci 
ommonly fly maggots pecked out from human excreta. _ 

VOICE and CALLS. A loud clear double whistle icWlim « 

ynrwttv m the earlv mommff and late evening; throughou c 
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in cloudy overcast weather. The calling bird pulls itself upright and jerks 
its svcll back as svhen s^valIo^sing water; it is jerked forward ag^ 
with the concluding tieu — an action altogether \'er^’ h‘kc the cro\ring of a 
cock. The are repeated at the rate of 3 or 4 in 10 seconds, and some- 
times kept up for 5 minutes or more at a stretch, sc\'cral birds answering one 
another in the distance. A variant of this call is a single long-drawn vchstew, 
sinularly answered by others. Has, in addition, seve^ harsh monosjilabic 
checi and mnrs. ' 

BREEDiNc. Season, hiay to August. A'erf, a large globular structure, 
c. 20 erft long X 15 cm wide, of twigs, roots, grass, etc. ssith the entrance at 
one end- It is placed in the forked branch of a small tree usually bet^Axen 
3 and 4, but sometimes even 8 or 9 metres from the ground; rarely on the 
ground itself in scrub jungle, under shelter of a bush. Eggs 4 to 6, glossy 
diina >%lulc srith sparse spots, specks and occasionally fine hair lines of dtjll 
or dark purple. Average sire of 50 eggs 24*7 x 21*2 mm (Baker). Both 
sexes cridcntly take part in all die domestic chores. Incubation pericKi 
undetermined. 

Mcsetm Diagnosis. FordetaflsofpIumageseeBakcr,loc.dt.Undcrgoescoinplctc 
post-nuptial moult in August-September; has no spring moult. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bm Tarsus Tall 

0^9 lOI-lIl 22-26 35-39 3&-40 mm 

(from skull) (Baker, SA, HWO 

Wright 2 57, 65 g (Kcnsch) ; 25 (J* 9 47-66 g (aver. 55*5) — SA 

cotouRS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill brown with orange tinge, brighter orange 
at gape and on basal half of lower manchble; mouth browTiish, yeQow, and pink. 
Legs and feet pmkbh flesh colour; claws duskier. 

HBCELLANEOCS. Parasitized by tick Hemepf^alis spbdgera (Rajagopalan, JBNHS 
©: 62). Vast numben HDcd for food on southern Tam3 Nadu coast during migra- 
doo, especially autumn. On ret urn migration (northward) from Ceylon the birds are 
attracted to the %hts of residential buildings on foggy nights, as many as ten some- 
tunes bemg taken in tme particular Rest House (£Ua) during a evening (CBCN 

April 1982). 


254 PASSERIFORMES 

ruddy buff with a broad bright crimson stripe down abdomen, vent, and 
under tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) has the feathers ofhead margined with black; back 
dull brownish green; undciparts duller and browner, with b’ttle or no 
indicadon of the crimson abdominal strips. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. An eminently migratoiy pitta, 
chiefly cxtrahmltal. Only a single record within our area: a specimen 
collected in March 1925 in East Pakistan — Barisal, 22*4174., 90®20'E. 
(Whistler, JBNHS 37: 222), doubdess on migration. 

ExiralimUal. Southern Burma (Tcnasscrim), Malay Peninsula, Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABITS. Morc OT Icss as in Indian Pitta (867). Frequents thiT) 
tree jungle widi sparse imdcigrossi'th, mangrove swamps, and 

plantations, etc. 

FOOD. Ants and their larvae, other insects, grubs and land shells. 

VOICE and calls. A fine clear double note, constandy uttered in t^e 
morning and c\'cning from high tree-tops; often all day and also during 
moonlit nights (Da\'ison, SF 6: 241). 

BREEDING. ^tralimitaL Breeding biology as of the pittas in gcncraL 

Museum Diacnoss. See Kcj* to the Species and'FIrid Characters, 

MEASUREMENTS 

"Wing Bin. Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

(S'9 114-120 29-34 39-41: 40-43 mm 

(Baker) 

\S'eight 4 oz. ( = r. 113 g) — Davison. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifis dark brown. BUI black. Legs and feet dark fleshy; 
claw's more w'hitish. 

Pitta sordida (F. L. S. Muller): Hooded of Gbeenbreafted Pitta 
Ke^ to the Subspecies 


Brighter and paler above and below P. s. 

Darker both above and below P. s. eibotti 


868. Binewinged Pitta* Pilla moluccaisis mgarfyncka Schlegel 

Pitta megerhpidia Schlegel, 1863, Vog. Ned. Ind., Pitta: 32 (Banka) 

Baker, FBI No. 1322, VoL 3: 452 
Plate 63, Bg. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Quail; length c, 23 cm (9 in.). 

FiEiD CHARACTERS. A brighdy colourcd dumpy stub-tailed terrestrial 
bird. Ver>' like the nominate race of S. Burma (illustrated), but larger and 
with a laigcr bill. 

Adult. Above, ^s’hole crown fulTOUs-brown; lores, checks, car-coverts, a 
stripe o\xr eye, and a btoad band round back ofhead black; a dark brown 
coronal stripe from forehead to nape. Upper back and mantle dull green; 
rump, upper tail-<ioverts and smaller upper wing-coverts ultramarine blue. 
A white patch on black primaries, particularly conspicuous in flight. Below* 


869. Pilla sorSda cucullaUi Hartlaub 

Pitts aieallala Hartlaub, 1843, Rev. ZooL: 65 (Malacca) 

Baker, FBI No. 1325, VoL 3:*455 
Plate 63, Eg. 9 

LOCAL NAME. Phsttim pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Quidl; length c. 19 cm (74 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A multicoIouTcd, largely green, dumpy, stub-tailed 
terrestrial bird. Above, <«wn and nape rich rufous-brown; lores, cheeks, 
ear-coverts, chin, throat and collar surrounding the head black. Mantle, 
back, and rump dark glossy bluish greeny upper tail-coverts and a patch on 
wing-shoulder (lesser coverts) bright ultramarine blue; primaries black 
with a prominent w'hite patch; tail black tipped with blue. Below, breast 
and rida of body pale gre en ish blue; abdomen black; lower abdomen, vent 
and under tail-coverts bright cximsozu Sexes alike. 
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Young (immature) Uke adult but with the crimson of abdomen and 
vent pale. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and H^iTAT.- Chiefly resident, but with some 
seasonal altitudinal and dispersal movements. The Himalayas from the 
adjacent plains through the terai, duais and foothills up to c. 2990 m-~ 
Uttar Pr^esh, Nepal, Bihar, Sikldm, West Bengal, Bhutan and NEFA. 
Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, hUzo and East Pakistan (hill tracts). Affects 
subtropical moist^edduous and cs‘crgreen secondary forest and scrub 
jungle. 

Extrclimlcl. Burma, hlala^'sia, anc tne Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS, and FOOD. As in Indian Pitta (867), q.v. 

VOICE and calls. Described by Bak^ as * a loud musical whistle L 

BREEDCCC. Season, chiefly April-May-June. Nest, like that of 867, a 
loosdy put-together oval ball of bamboo leav^, lined with grass and leaves. 
Normally placed on the ground m tluck cover, c.g. under bamboo clumps 
etc. in dense secondary jun^e. Eggs, 4 or 5, indistinguishable from those of 
Indian Pitta (867), q.v. Average size of 50 eggs 27-1 X 21 *0 mm (Baker). 
Botii sexes share in building the nest, incubation, and presumably aI$o 
tending the young. Incubation period imdctcnninei 

Museum Diagnosis, For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

Nestling. Bro\^*n of crown rather duller; of sides ofhead and narrow 

collar also duller; upperparts brown washed with green; upper tail<ovcrts dsill 
pale greennh blue; taH dark brown washed with green; lesser vdng-covcrtj duH 
green with narrow brown rims; mrdian c ov er ts white, with g re enish brown con ce a led 
basa and very narrow brown xnar^ns; g re a ter co v er ts dull gr ee n; quills as in adtjlt 
but dxiller; throat brownish white; rest of underparts dull brown, pal htg to pixdt on 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts (Baker). 

MEASCRZMENTS 



Wing 

BHl 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from featheis} 


39-42 mm 


109-II9 

20-22 

38-« 

(Baker) 

9 d'd' 


(frmn skull) 



108-118 

25-27 

— 

37-41 mm 

4 9v 

no-iiB 

25-26 

40(1) 

37-40 mm 
(BB, SA) 


Wei^t o'ri' 2-2-5 oz. ( = r. 57-71 g) —Davison. 

COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Iris dark brown; cydids phnnbeous. BIB black; mocth 
Isrowiish fleshy. Legs and feet dark slate; daws ydlowish grey. 

879. Pitta soT&ia ebhoUi Richmond 

Pitta cifrcai Richmnad. 1902, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mm. 25: 293 (Nicobais) 
Baker, FBI No. 1326, VoL 3: 457 
^■OCAL N AMES. Nonc r ec o rded. 

SIZE. Quail; length f. 19 cm (7 J in,). 

CHARACTERS. Asor859. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 


256 PASSERIFORMES 

STATUS, D is i RiBim oN oud HABITAT. Endcmic in the (jreat and littie 
Nicobar islands. Keeps to the ground in heavy forest. 

GENERAL HABtTS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Notiling Specifically recorded 
as different fi*om 869 and other pittas, though reported to perch less in trees 
and keep more to the ground than IndiaiTPitta. 

BREEDING. Not rccordcd. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from P. s. caadlala (869) in being darker above and 
bdow, lifter blue on upper tail- and wing-cover ts and ha\'ing a dark median line 
on mwn- White patch on primaries much nnaller and confined to rix feathers 
instwd of seven. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from feathers) 

< 5^9 103-110 22 40 39 mm 

(from gape) 

27 (Richmond) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bfll black; gape pale orange. Legs 
and feet pale browTiish fleshy (Richmond). 

871. Bine Pitta. Pitta c^cnea ^ctea Bl)*th 

Pitia eycnea Bljth, 1843, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 12; 1008 (Arrakan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1320, VoL 3: 448 
Plate 63, Bg. 8 

local name. Deoha geianglili (Cachari). 

■QTE. Quail -{- ; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A brightly colourrf pitta largely blue o\’craIL 

Male. Above, forehead and crown greenish g^' c h a ng ing to scarlet on 
short nuchal crest; a broad black str^k from bill through eye to nape; a 
black stre^ on crown; black motstarhial .streaks on other side of 

whitish tiiroat; upperparts and tail blue. A white patch at base of blade 
flight-quills, concealed at rest prominent in fiighL Below, pale blue (ydlowish 
on breast) spotted and brokenly barred vdtii black. 

Female differs from male c^efly in haring the upperparts dull brownish 
suffused with pale blue, chan^ng gradually to pure blue on rump, upper 
tail-co\*ert5, and tafl. 

Young (immature) like female but retains the ful\*oin tips to wing- 
coverts and often shows faint signs of barring abo%*e. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident, and seasonal local migrant; 
extent and details of mo%’cments not ^Tt worked out. Nowhere common; the 
Imvcr eastern Hinialayas in Bhutan and NEFA. Also Assam, Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizo, and East Pakistan (hill tracts) ; chiefly plains, dnars and 
foothills, sparingly up to c. 2000 m. Affects dank ravines and scrubby under- 
growth in mixed tree aniTbamboo forest in e v er green biotope. 

Extrelisniial. Burma south to Tenasserim, and Thailand- The speexej 
extends to the Indocluncse countries. 

GENERAL HABITS, I*argdy as in Indian Htza (867), q.v. Keeps singly on 
the ground in undergrowth, hoppii^ about, turning over or flicking aside 
the dry lca%*es like a thrush, and diggihg into the damp scnl with its bfll for 
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food. When alarmed disappear' into cover by long swift jumps like some 
small rodent, or flies up' into a tree whence it soon descends again. 

• FOOD. Ants and other imects, grubs, land snails, etc. 
voipE and CAU.S. * A dear, full double whistle ’ (Davison). 

BREEDmo. Season, ptindpally May-June-July. Akt/, as of Indian Ktta 
— an oval ball of loosely put-together bamboo leaves, roots and rubbish 
r. 30 X 25 cm vnth the entrance-hole at one endj placed on the gronnd 
or sometimes on top of a rock or dead tree-stump in a moist overgrown 
ravine or scrub and bamboo jungle. Eggs, normally 4 or 5, glossy white, 
broad ovals as characteristic of the pittas, speckled, spotted or blotched 
variably irom pale reddish to deep purple-black. Average size of 50 eggs 
27*6 X 20*9 mm. Breeding biology and incubation period not recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. dt. 

‘Nestling’ (= juvenile?). brown, the head almost black, each feather 
with a fulvous centre, bright and broad on crown and nape reduced to dull narrow 
lines on back; wing-coverts with terminal fulvous spots; rump and upper tail-coverts 
bluish; tail blue. Below, chin and throat white, each feather narrowly edged with 
black; breast and underparts dark brown, each feather broadly streaked with fulvous; 
centre of abdomen and under tail-coverts almost white (Baker). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill/ Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

dt? 10&-116 22-24 43-45 57-62 mm ' 

(Baker) 

Weight d" 9 3*5-4*25 oz. ( = e. 99-120 g) —Davison, 

colours of bare parts. Adult. Iris dark reddish brosvn; eyelids plumbeous. 
Bill black; mouth dusky fleshy. Legs pinkish flesh colour. Juvenile (‘nestlings and 
young birds’ — Baka). Bill fleshy scarlet; culmen and base mottled with homy 
brosvn. Legs and feet paler ‘than in adult. 
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p. 12 

672a. Caprimatgus indiats jotaka Temminck & Schlegel 
Caprimutgus jotaka Temminck and Schlegel, in Sicbold’s 
Faima jap,, Ava, 1847, p. 37, pi. 12 g, pL 13 $ 

(Japan) 

Caprimutgus imiominata [rtf] Hume, Stray Fcath, 3, 

1875, p. 318, note 
(Near Meegui, Tenasserim) 

Baker, FBI No. 1626, Vol. 4: 367 

SIZE and field CHABACriERS. As of 670, q.v., but darker and greyer. 
status, distribution and habitat. IVesumably a winter visitor. Uncom- 
mon? A specimen taken at sea north of Andaman Is. (JBNHS 67: 33l) and 
another near Port Blair (ibid. 69: 125). A third at Phuntsholing, Bhutan (ibid. 
68:451). 
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Exiralimitd. SE. Siberia, China, Japan. Winteru^ in Indonesia, Malay 
pemnsula, Java, Sumatra, Borneo. ’ 

MEASUREMEirrS 

a . ■ BiU Tarsus Tail 

2 dd 213,213 22 (from skull) 14, 16 130, 143 mm 

1 1.5 (from feathers) 

{SA,HA) 


p. 14 

673a. Egyptian fKj^^ar.Co^r^l^iaflig^faijflrnacohJrScvcrtzov 
- Caprimalgtis atgypiius Lichtenstein, 1823, Vere. DoubL Zool. Mm. Berlin: 59 
(Upper Egypt) 

SIZE. Myna; length r. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHAitACTERS. Very Similar to Capnirwlgus mahraltami (674). Ahx, 
uniform pale sandy, lightly vermiculatcd on wings and head. Bflmo, same 
colour faintly streaked with. blackish; a white chin-spot. White spots on 
primaries confined to inner webs. Sexes nearly alike: two outer rectrices of 
male with buff tips; these obsolete in female. 

STATUS and distribution. Believed to breed in N. Baluchistan. A spedinen 
collected at Robat on the Baluchistan-Iran-Alghanistan frontier on 12 April 
1939 and another seen (A. E. P. Christison, JBNHS 43: 483). 

Extraiimiial. Breeds in Transcaspia, Turkestan, Afghanistan, E. and S. Iran, 
N. Egypt and Sudan (Peters). 

■ WEAsuREMEwn. Wing 197-2IB mm (Meinertzhagen). Tail c. ISO mm (HA). 


p.B2 

727a. Malay Tbreetoed Forest Kingfislier.C^rmMairtnn^^flTrRn 
Strickland 

C^xnifidoTSa Strickland, 1846 (1847), Proc. ZooL Soc. London, pL 14, p. 99 (Malacca) 

riEU) CHARACTTBRs. OvcTall OS 727, but upperparts uniformly rufous 
washed with lilac. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DCTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Aberrant straggler? A single spedmen 
from the Sikkim tcrai in BNHS collection (Abdulah, 1964, JBNHS 61 : 439).^ 

Exlralimitalo This form ranges through most of the Philippines and Malay- 
sian subregion and the Indo-Australian archipelago (R, W. Sims, 1959, Jiw. 
Unn. Soc. London^ Vol. 44). 

Museum Diagnosis. Above red washed with lilac^ heaviest on head and rump; 
below deep yellow, strongest across the breast; chin and upper throat white washed 
with yellow; wing-eoverts like the back; primaries and secondaries black; fint 
primary and the secondaries edged with rufous; wing lining yellow. Iris dark brown; 
bill and feet red. Wing 58; tail 23; culmen from base 40; tanus 8; middle toe with 
daw 16* (Hachisuka). 

* How the bird reached the Sikkim tcrai seems a mystery. However, the possibility should 
not be overlooked that this is a rare polytypic mutant, a phenotype of rtdduh type 

appearing in a wild population ot typical nidioeut. 
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83Ia. Black Woodpecker. Dtyocopus maTtius khanwisis Buturlin 
Pfrnr khomenrir Buturlin, 1909, Annuaire Mus. Zool. Acad. Sci., 

St Petersbourg, 13 (1908): 229 ' 

(‘eastern slope of the great plateau of Tibet') 

Not in Baker, FBI 

SIZE. House Crow length c. 46 cm (18 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large all-black woodpecker, similar to 831. Male 
with slightly crested crimson c^o^vn; female with restricted crimson patch on 
back of head. Eyes pale yellow. 

STATUS, DijmuBUTtoN and HABITAT. Resident in the Tsangpo valley (SE. 
Tibet) between c. 93*’ and 95°E., in conifer forest between c. 28(K) and 3800 m. 
Presumably also occurring in ac^'oining Arunachal Pradesh. 

Extraiimiial. The species (in several races) ranges over continental Europe 
eastward to Kamchatka and W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS, ctc. Thosc ofthc family. 

Museum Diagnosis. ‘Similar to nominate martim but darker, purer black, and 
slightly more glossy in fresh plumage; bill proportionately shorter and averaging 
weaker. Wing length 15 (J d 246-260 (251*5) mm’ (Vaurie, Bds. Pal, Fauna, 2: 697). 
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Order Passeriformes (cont.) 
Family Alaudidae: Larks 


For description sec Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A J., 1959 : 502 ; Baker, E. C. S., 
1926, FBI 3: 302; Vam>c, G., 1951, Bull. Amer, Mm. Nat. Hist. 97: 435-526; 
Meinertthagen, R-, 1964, Article * Lark * in Thomson, A L. (ed.) JVna Diet, Birds, 
London and New York. 



Skylark (903) 


Key to the Genera 

I ^ying with nine primaries, the first^ reaching to about the tip of wing 


A A tuft of narrow feathers on each side of the crown. . . .Ermophila 

B No tuft of feathers Calandrella 

II Wing with ten primaries, the first always very small 
G First primary exceeding primary-coverts in length 

1 Bill as long as head AUumm 

2 Bill much shorter than head 

a Nostrils not covered by plumelets Mirafra 

b Nostrils quite concealed by plumelets Arrmomanes 

D First primary not exceeding primary-coverts 

3 Crest absent, or short and covering whole crown 
c Hindclaw long and straight 

* Ascendant (as,), i,e. counting inwards. 
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ALAUDIDAE 


Page 

i Wings long, reaching almost to tip of tail; inner secondaries 
falling short of tip of wing by more than length of tarsus. . . 

Melanocoiypha 29 

it Wing shorter, falling deddedly short of tip of tail; inner se- 
condaries falling short of tip of wring by less than length of 

tarsm Alaada 41 - 

d Hindclaw short and more curved Ertmopurix 8 

4 A crest formed of a few long feathers springing from centre of 

crown Galaida 36 


Genus Mirafra Horsfield 

Mirafra Horsfield, 1821, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 13: 159. T>pc, by monoty'py, 
Mirafra jttvanica Horsfield 

BUI thick'and short; nostrils fully exposed. Wing of ten primaries. First primary 
between half and two-thirds the length of second; 3rd and 4th priinarics,sometime8 
also 5th, longest and subequal. Hindclaw as long as, or longer than hindtoe; gently 
curved. / 

Key to the Species 

A Inner web of outer rectriccs largely white or very pale rufous 

‘ M. jevamea 2 

B Inner web of outer rcctrices alf brown 

a Rufous on inner and outer webs of primaries separated by a brmNTi 

band .' M. assamica 4 

b Rufous on inner and outer webs of primaries confluent 

i\f. erythroptera 6 

872. Singing Bush Lark. Mirafra javanica canlillans Blyth 

Mirafra cantillans Blyth, 1844-5, Jour. AsTat. Soc. Bengal 13: 960 (Bengal) 
Mirafra cantillans iongri Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 76 
(Hospet, Madras Presidency) 

Baker. FBI No. 1229, VoL 3: 334 
Plate 64, fig. 1 ' 

LOCAL NAMES. AgaHy Agin (Hindi); BurvUa pitta, Agin pitta (Tclugu). 
size: Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A brown hcn-spaiTotvlike bird of open country 
with much rufous or chestnut in the WTngs* 
This particularly noticeable in ‘ flight which is 
undulating and rather pipit-like, also showing 
the white outer tail-feathers. Underparts 
fulvous, with the breast streaked with triangu- 
lar brown marks. Sexes alike. 

Difficult to distinguish from other similar 
X (. I larks except by its habits and behaviour- ^Vhen 

aloft in song-flight may easily be confused with 
both Small Skylark (907, 908) and Sykes’s Crested Lark (902). Possibly dis- 
tinguishable from the latter, virtually its **double \ by narrowed dow’n 



LARKS 3 

(spike-like) aspect of tail v. more spread-out and blacker; &om Small 
S^lark by greater amount of mimicry in its song. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; not uncommon but ex- 
tremely local. West Pakistan (Sind, NW. frontier dists., Punjab including 
the Salt Range), Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, B ihar and West Bengal (East Pakistan ?) ; southward throughout 
the Peninsula (not yet recorded in Kerala). Absent in Assam; also in Nepal, 
Sikldm, Bhutan and Ceylon. Affects dry bush-covered undulating plains 
and foothills coimtry, locally up to c. 350 m — grassland, fallow cultivation, 
and sparsely scrubb^ sandy semi-desert. 

Extralirmtal. The species in other races occurs in Burma, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Borneo, Java and Bali. 

OENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly OT in pairs or small scattered parties, 
naming about on the ground picking seeds and insects. In the breeding 
season the song-flight of the male is a remarkable performance. The bird rises 
about 30 m up in the air — a lower criling than the Skylark’s and hoven 
on stiffly quivering wings in the style of the Skylark drifting hither and 
thither on the breeze, and back and forth over an extensive area for con- 
siderable periods (once timed 40-}- minutes). He then descends rather 
precipitately to the ground, alighting on a bush or clod, the performance 
being repeated after a while. 

FOOD. Grass- and weed seeds, ants, weevils and other insects. 

VOICE and calijs. FHght-song, remarkably spirited and sustained; very 
similar to the Small Skylark’s in tone and quality and almost identical with 
that of Sykes’s Crested I-ark, incorporating imitations of the calls of prarti- 
cally ev-cry bird that shares its habitat. The following spcdcs recorded in the 
mimicry in Kutch: Common Babbler, Tailor Bird, Franklin s, Rmoi^ 
fronted and Jungle wren-warblers, Redwinged Bush Lark, Wood Snri^, 
-Furple Sunbird and Rain Quail; elsewhere the chatter of an annoyed 
Falcon and the shriU call of Pied Crested Cuckoo have also been 
heard. The imitations follow one another in rapid succession without e 
slightest pause, and the song may commonly be heard also dunng e 
night, both dark and moonlit. ' „ 

breedino. Season, March to September, chiefly finm mid J^c. /*es , 
a saucer or shallow cup of grass, lined with finer grasses; somcrimM more 
or less domed. Placed on the ground in a clump of grass on the side o a 
nullah or in thin scrub jungle, usually well concealed- EggSj 2 to 4, 
greyish-, greenish-, or yellowish white, sparsely or densely^ spet^ra an 
blotched all over with various shades of brown. Average size of 40 eggs 
20*1 X 15*4 mm (Baker). Nuptial display rimilar to that of Mirafra as- 
satnzea (873), q.v. Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and incubation 
period, undeienmned. 

Museuu Diagnosis. Primaries and secondario with nearly the mtire outer web 
deep rufous or chestnut. Middle pair of rcctrica brown, broadly margined v.-ith rufoin; 
the next three pain almost entirely brown ; penultimate pair brown on the inner wrt . 
niTescoit vAnlt on the outer; outermost pair nifcsccnt white with a blackish band 
ha inner margin of inner web. For further detrih of plumage see Baker loc. at. 

. , In tummer (breeding) the pale’ edges to the feather* of the npperparts get com- 
plctdy abrade^ making dicm look much darker and more rufous. 


4 ALAUDIDAE 

Young. Boldly barred above with black and pale fulvous; more profusely and 
boldly marked with black on breast. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

<?? 

74-82 

c. 10-11 

(from skull) 

20-21 

47-52 mm 
(Baker) 

3 (?(? 

75-81 

13-14 

— 

49-55 nun 

I 9 

80 

14 

22 

51 mm 


(SA) 

COLOURS OF -BARE PARTS. Iris hazcl brovsTi. Bill homy bro\\’n, paler on lower 
mandible and commissure; mouth bright lemon-yellow. Legs and feet pale brownish 
flesh colour. /■ 

Mirafra assasuca Horsfield 
Key to the Subspecies 

Upperparts ashy brown with dark centres; no tinge of rufous 


on back Af, a. assamica 

Upperparts not very dark but very rufous Af. a. ajinis 


873. Bengal Bosh Lark. Mirafra assamica assamica Horsfield 

Mirafra assamica Horsfield, 1839, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 162 (Assam) 
Baker, FBI No. 1231, Vol. 3: 336 
Plate 64, frg. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. AggiS Of Aggtn (Hindi); Bkiriri (Bengal). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

field characters. Abore, ashy brown streaked with blackish with some 
chestnut prominent in wings, especially in flight. Below, fulvous, coarsely 
streaked with triangular browm marks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident; common. From Haryana 
(Jagadhri, Ambala dist,, Jones, JBNHS 31: 1004) eastward through Uttar 
Pradesh, Nepal (lowland), Jalpaiguri duars, Bihar and \V. Bengal to Assam 
and Manipur; south to northern Orissa and northern Madhya Pradesh. 
East Pakistan. Affects open grassland and cultiv'arion; not ascending the 
hills to any height. 

ExtralimiUd. Burma. Other races in Thailand and the Indochinese 
countries. 

general habits, food, voice and calls. As in 874, q.v. 

BREEDING. Scoson, Overall March to August, prindpally May and June. 
AVri, a shallow cup of grass, lined with finer grasses — as typical of most 
larks. Occasionally domed by 'the grass growing around it, cither arching 
over naturally or tvsisted and interlaced by the birds. Placed on the ground 
in a shallow depression or in an old hoof-print of cattle. Eggs, 3 or 4 similar 
to those of the Singing Bush L.ark (872) — greyish-, g reen ish-, or yellowish 
white speckled and blotched vrith brown. Average size of 60 eggs 20*3 x 
15*3 mm (Baker). 
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larks 


rai»J p«ch ■ the birf 

^Bater) . * ^ seconds after its arrival * 

'^' ftfctar^-oncrt, d«i b™.^, 

*n± chacnit. Tan M-r-v;A trown b™rfl»- - ^ P°”ioii of the inner 

and ootcr rcatheir with the trmr ' rtifous, the penultimate 

details see ^ ruTo^ Fee other 

basa; hd, "ihtermmal blaet: 

MSAsuancsxTs 

Wms Bm Tantis Tan 

{from feathers) 

- 82^ e. 13-14 . 24-25 45-50 mm 

Wei^ 2 (fdt 26, 32 g (GD). (Baler) 

feet puish- or yeDowishbrow-n, or dun flesh colour. 0 °™- Leg, a.nd 

874. Madras BosI, Lark. Afhcfra uimmtVn oj!^ Blyth 

5/50/7= ejitir -J^on ■ = Blvrh. 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soe. Bengal 13: 959 
(Southern part of the peninsula of India) 

5L(o^) cJSeisJerdnn 1845, Madras Jour. Lit. ScL 13 (2): 136 (Goo.-usoor) 
5ro=rro ^-ur rrrfcmuir 4Musfler. 1936. Jour. Bombay nat Hist. L. 3^SS 
(Colombo, Ceylon) 

Baler. FBI Ko. 1233, VoL 3: 333 
Plate 64, fig. 3 

u>c^ KASTES. Ce£m«jre (Hindi); Erh jius (Telugu); Virgr:ia£ kStiH rr„nnt 
(M^ya Piad^) ; ^uoica (Sinhala) ; (Nlalavalam). 

SIZE. Sparrtnyilengthr. I5cm (6in.). 

wmg conspicuous m fiight. and diagnostic. Sexes alike. 

^ATO, DBiaiBUTTOs and habitat. Resident and common. South. 
^ MUlhem Madhja Pradesh and Andhra, south though 

edmauon, sparse stony scrub-and-bush Jungle wd (allow landTn 
0 f>m plains and plateau country. Commonly found tn Dtente and t-j>,u^ 
son where its coloration is remarkably obliterative. 


ALAUDIDAE 


ciLVai^ KABm. Keeps dngiy or in pairs or smaU loose parues. runnh. 
about quietly on the ground or perched on bushes, rocks.^^.^^^ 

? 1““' high up in a leafless tree. The most ciSatfef 

habit of this and the closely related Redwinged Bush Lari (8:^~^ 
, |har spectac^ „ng- or dispUy-flight^y in the bre^g^^ 
Fmm some elated perch the mile suddenly flutters verucallv !ptZ 
a.r for 10 metres or », unenng n feeble mousy though spirited'nrt.^, 
strerr etc. (or strtrumnrm . . .). This is immediately followed by a snueaR 
(or jvsa).atsa.^tt.tczssf etc. getting slower and slower in^tt^ 
fadmg off tow^ dte end. TO,h this the bird floau or parat^ 
down m spi^ or agap or more or less veitically back to the^Tor a 
held mouonless and stifHy upscetched in a wide V 
so'^e^-^' ^ ^ ^ breeae the bird may 

and^ w gear - as it were, or rotated 

7 '^= “*= performance tws about 

-0 seconds, mid at the height of the breeding season is repeated again and 
a^m evoy few- imnutes throughout the day, and presumably even atnirht. 
judgmg from the song to be heard in the darkness. ’ ^ ^ 

FOOD. Gips-and w-ecd seeds, weevils, dny beetles and other insects 
VOICE ^AI^ Normal call, uttered from a perch, a quick-repaid 
mou^ chp^k^p-chip (something betw-eea the Imv cJrip of the feall 
Almrvct and t/al-chi of Ticfceirs Flowerpccker). Song as above.' 

BR^mo. &:mns, in South India December to May, chiefly March 
omvards; m Ceylon March to August, chiefly May, occasionally September 
“■ tndistingmshable from those of 873. Average size 
o 50 eggs 20*6 X 15*5 mm (Baker). 'When disturbed off nest \dth hani 5 ct 
^gs or small chicks, parent performs ‘ broken-sving ’ distraction display, 
flwttring and dragpng on the ground piteously witiun a few feet of the 
observcT- 

Messest Dutntosm See keys to the Species and Subspecies Differs from noni- 
nate caatuai (873) in being mate rufous above (r. greyish brown) and brighter 
fulvoxa bclovr. 

No prenuptial moult. Poetnuplia] moult begins with the body plumage and 
icrriaries, then spreads to the wing-qmUs and finally to the tall, the tail begianitg 
sotnerimes after the body and wring moult is neariy finished. This order is appaten'lly 
also observed in the postjuvena] moulq which is complete (HW). 
stEAScsiastmns 


d’d' 

99 


AVing 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Taa 


(fresn skull) 



77-88 

15-18 

24-27 

42-52 mm 

75-82 

13-17 

24-28 

39-43 nun 


(S.\, HH-) 


7Vright 11 o’ 9 20-30 (av. 26-2) g — SA, SDR. 

Birds from Ceylon and Kerala tend to have a scnsihlr larger bill, 
cotouM or nARc farts. As in 873. 

1 

MlRAITtA ERYTHROPTERA BI>th 
Key to the Sabspecies 

Paler; more gTe>% less rufous above Af, e. sbidiarj 

Dsxker; more tinged %\-ith rufous aboN-a Ms t. ryiknpirm 


LARKS 7 

375. 876. Sind Redwringed Bush Lark, Mitafra etythnpUra lindiou 
Ticehum 

etjVtrvpUra Ticriiurst, 1920, BuB. B.Wt. Ora. Cl. 41: 56 

(Karachi, Sind) 

Artrefre rtjtheputafma Koclz, 1951, Amer. hfus, Nmrit.. No. 1510: 2 
(Sihor, Kathiavvar) 

Baitr, FBI So. 1236, Vol. 3: 342 

tocAi. NAsrs. Agija egdn (Gujarati). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 14 cm { 5 J in.). 

^ e^J'=F. See Museum 

STATUS, DtsTRmunoK and HABrrAT. Resident; common. IVest Pakistan 
the ^chtstaii frontier cast through Sind and Punjab (including 
.^elum Md Rawalpmdi dists. — Waite, JB.NHS 59: 961). Western Raja^ 
than and nor^cin Gujarat (including Kuich dist.). Affects stony sparsdv 
sOTbbed semt^iesert fallow fields, grazing land, with scattered Eudhertia 
Clumps etc. 

CENERAl. HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAIXS. As JD 877. 

ERREnmo. Seesm, April to September, chiefly June and July (in Kutch). 
Aert and eggs as in 877. ' 

Mcszoi DtAONOSts. Diffen ftom nominate etjlAatptae (87^ in being paler and 
greyer. less ruddy- overall. Ruf^ on wring-quills, flanks, aaillaries and under wing- 
coverts ranch paler, intennediates along the boundaries of the subspecies difficult 
to place. 

^tSATCRZjfEjrrs, not difTercnt fnKa the oominatc form. 

^Vlrtg Bni Tarrus Tail 

(from skull) 

O' 9 75-84 13-15 21-23 46-56 mm 

(S.A) 

coLOtTRs OF Bare parts. .As in 877, 


877 . Kedwinged BnsB Lark. Mirafra ayth ro pina cyViropura 

Afhefn riythfTfUTa Blyth, 1845, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 13: 958 

- " (Korthem portioa of the penimula of India = northern Deccan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1235, VoL 3: 341 
Plate 64, fig, 4 

XjDCAX. KAKZ3. (Hindi) ; (Saugor, hLP.); ttli Jilts (Telugu). 

st 2 X. Sparrmv; length c, 14 cm (51 ixu). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Ahczf, fuK'ous brcmii, stHtaicd bUddsh. Bright 
rufous or chestnut prominent in the ^rings, especially in flight. BtUte, chin 
and throat whitish; rest of underparts pale fuI\*oas, the breast spotted with 
triangular blackish marks. Sexes alike. 

Very to and easily confused with Madras Bush Lark (874). See 

Museum Diagnosis. 


8 ALAUDIDAE 

STATE’S, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uttar Pradcsh, Bihar and West 
Bengal, ^uthem Gujarat (intergrading srith sirJiaza in Kutdi and Sau* 
rasbtra) and eastward through Madh>'a Pradesh to Orissa; south through 
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and M>’sore. Not recorded 
from Kerala. Affects same biotope as 874 — stony and gravelly sparse 
scrub-and-bush jungle and fallow land, in open plains and plateau countr)*. 
On latcritc and rsocrym soil its coloradon particularly obliterative. 

OENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Almost identical srith Madras 
Bush Lark, including the parachuting display-flight, q.v.; the two speocs 
indistinguishable unless in the hand. 

CREEDINC. Seasm, o>*crall March to Oaober. .Awl, very like that of 
Madras Bush Lark (874) — a shallow cup of grass lined with finer grasses, 
often domed o>*er by the grotring grass around it. Placed on the ground 
in a small depression or hoof^print of cattle at the base of a thorn bush or 
grass tuft, in open scrub or arid svaste land. £ 55 !, 2-4, indistinguishablf 
from those of other Mirafra — •grej’ish-, greenish-, or ttUowish white, 
speckled and blotched all over with bro\s’n. Average size of 50 eggs 19*5 > 
14*5 mm (Baker). Many published nesting records possibly vitiated throut;h 
confusion in the field ssitii Madras Bush Lark. 

Mustvm Ducnocs. M. tr^thvptne diflen from the speda 3f. ewardea jaiJpjy 
in the pattern of the chestnut on the wings. In the present spedes the diotout 00 
the outer and inner uxbs of the primaries is confluent instead of divided by a brown 
band or wedge:. For dbiingurshing from M. e. sinilata sec Key to the Suhspetirs- 

HEASVRElIENTS 

W'irg Bill Tanas Tall 

Ifrtrm skull) 

0^9 75-84 15-15 21-21 47-55 mm 

(SA, ms-) 

Wright 13 o’ 9 I‘-*27 (av. 21*3) g (SA). 

coiouES or BARE FARTS, Ifis hazcl brown. Bill henny Ijrown on culmca, juV 
Cesh on Io^^tt mandible and commissure; mouth pair pint. Legs and feet pale f 
colour; cia^\'s duskier. 

Genus ERr.MOPTERix Kaup 

^rrxfpurix Kaup, 1836. Das Tbicrrcich 2: 139. T>'pe, b>* oririuri designat-on- 
Frvt^ma etArscs Tcmminck =r AlszUs rulaaxtpheU lichtcmtrin 
iyrrhalc3.-{s Swaioson, 1873, Classif. Bds. 2: 125. New name for .\f/{a2ctis Swiiivcrv, 
1827. Tspe, by original desisnation, FritgiUe «.'v'l>W4 Tcmmicck 
Bill V'ery short and deep with culmen well rounded. Nostrils dctacly covend 
with plumelets, ^\5ng of 10 primaries: first primary (as.) ^'ery snxaB, not exceeds'"-? 
the primar>*-co\Trts; 2nd, 3fd and 4th longest and subetjual. HindcUw short i*ri 
vpril c«n*ed. 

Key to fhe Specie^ 

Forehead and crovm ashy brown • gnsts 

Forehead svhite, crown blackish jF. grgnerpt 
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878. Ashycrowned Finch^Lark. Eremoptnix grisca (Scopoli) 

Al^uda grisea Scopoli, 1786, DcL Flor. ct Faun. Insubr. 2: 95 
, (Gingcc, S. Arcol Dist., India) 

Pjnfmlauda jiccato Ticchurst, 1925, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 45: 87 
(Decsa, Rajputana [ Banaskantha, Gujarat]) 

Eremoptmx gjista ceytonensis ^STiistlcr & Kinncar, 1934, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. 

Soc. 37: 105 (Eight miles north of Palatupana, east coast. Cc\*Ion) 

BaVrr, FBI No. 1245, Vol. 3: 353 
Plate 64, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAJiES. DiyttTO, Duri, Deolif Dabnk chhi^jothavli (Hindi); jlfo/A eherSi, Dhtila 
chats (Bengali); Poli pichtkd, Pijedo puhikii (’I'clugu); Goloirli (Bihar inirshikars): 
GenaiUd (Sinhala); Verampddi kUrdvi, Mdnnm trdrfhnbtldi tTamil); Kfirin'pandi 
(Mala>'alam) ; Bh5n chnhli (Gujarati). 

SEE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.), 

HELD CHARAcrrER5. A small, squat, thick- 
billed, crestless lark. 

hi ale. iJiore, sandy brown with ashy crown, 
whitish cheeks, and a black streak from cliin to 
eye. BeloWy brownish black. 

Female. Sandy brown hen-sparrowlike. 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, 
common; subject to local seasonal- withdrawals in 
the monsoon from heavy rainfall areas. West 
Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, Bahawalpur, NW, frontier districts. Salt 
Range) and East Pakistan (Chittagong, Fareedpur, etc.). All India from 
the Himalayan foothills and terai (including Nepal terai) eastward to 
W. Bengal and Assam; south throughout the Gangctic Plain and the 
Peninsula to Kanyakumari,'up to c. 1000 m. Also Ceylon in the low-country 
Dry and ^Vct zones. Affects stony sparsely scrubbed waste land,' cultivation 
environs and village grazing grounds, paddy stubbles and ploughed fields, * 
scraggy grass-covered sandy ‘stretches by rivers and dr>* ridal mudflats 
near the coast, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs or small panics; in winter sometimes 
in largish scattered floc^. Is particularly fond of squatting and feeding 
on dusty cart-tracks, its coloration camouflaging the bird in a remarkable 
way. The birds shuffle along, body held lo^v, in short jerky zigzag spurts 
in search of food. Parties roost at night on open sandy or gravelly ground, the 
birds squatting individually in tiny saucer-like depressions. Flight undulat- 
ing — a scries of rapid wing-beats (as in hovering) punctuated by mo- 
mentary’ pauses. Male has a very spectacular song-flight and aerial display. 
From his perch on a stone on the ground he soars up vertically for 30 
metres or so to hover in wide circles and sing in the typical skylark pattern. 
On completion of the song the performer nose-dives perpendicularly for a 
distance with wings pressed to the sides. At the bottom of the dive he suddenly 
pulls round to face the sky, and, using the momentum aided by a few 
rapid wing-beats, zooms up a few metres once more. On the crest of the 
wave he reverses to repeat the nose-dive and descend a step lower, and so 
on (once 404* dives counted over a stretch of c. 100 metres). Just when 
perilously near to crashing he opens his wings and flattens out to alight 


LARKS n 

Female like female 878, but paler and more sandy above; w’hitcr 
below’, more distinctly streaked with brown. 

Young (immature) has sandier and paler vippcrparts than juvenile 
grisca. 

STATUS, DrsTRiDunoN and habitat. Resident and also locally migratory. 
West Pakistan [Baluchistan on the Makran coast (Ormara, Pasni), Sind, 
Bahaw'alpur, Punjab Salt Range]. NW. India in Punjab, Haryana and 
Western Rajasthan (Jodhpur, Jaisalmcr — very' common). Has once been 



id^tified near Delhi (Najafgarh. February — Fromc), and two specimens 
taken in northern Kutch (Kuar Bet, March 1960 — SA). Status in the 
last two uncertain; possibly’ breeds in N. Gujarat, including Saurashtra 
and Kutch (Shivrajkumar, JBNHS 66 : 625). Affects sandy wastes and the 
neighbourhood of canal-fed desert cultivation. 

Exlru/intiiaf. Persian Baluchistan, S. Iraq, Arabia, Somalia, Ethiopia, 
parts of w’cstcm Egypt and Sudan ^aurie). 

general HABrrs. Met with in scattered parties running about ^uch- • 
tngly to feed. Frequents a more arid sandy biotope than 878 where its pale 
coloration is e\’cn more remarkably’ adaptive and camouflaging. Courtship 
flight described as ‘ a short soar, not very high or of long duration, singing 
the whole time, followed by’ a sudden drop to earth * (ManertzhagOT, 
Strangely' enough no mention is made of the spectacular acrobatics 
so clunactcristic of its Ashycrowned congener (878) ! This needs x-enfication. 
food. Grass- and weed seeds, and insects. 

VOICE and calls. Inadequately described. 

breedino. Season, irregular, stretching chiefly’ benvecn February and 
September. AVrt and eggs (c/2) as in Ashycrowned Finch-Lark, usually 


10 

airily on a clod or stone. The whole performance may occupy 3 to 5 minutes, 
and the ^rax'aganYacrobatics arc repeated at short intcrx’als throughout 
the day. 

FOOD. Grass- and weed seeds, ants, weevils and other insects. 

VOICE and calls. Song: a spirited trilling warble of the skylark pattern 
delivered in soaring-hovering flight, punctuated by a long-draw’n clear 
svhistlc u^hfeeesh accompanying each nose-dix'c — a imniaturc ‘ screaming 
bomb *1 

BREEDING. Scoson, iiTcguIax; continues more or less throughout the year, 
the principal months varying locally: chiefly February' to Septembw in 
tlic Peninsula, May and June in Ceylon. Arjf, a deepbh sauccr-likc de- 
pression in the ground (c. 5 cm diameter), maybe merely a hoof-print of 
cattle, neatly lined with fine grasses, hair or feathers, frequently rimmed 
around with a parapet of gravel. Placed in the shelter of a stone or small 
bush in open country’ — sometimes several nests a few metres from one 
another. Eggs, 2 or 3, pale yellowish- or grey'ish white, blotched and speckled 
with brow'n and lavender. Evidently’ female alone lines the nest, but male 
assists in incubation and tending the young. Incubation period undeter- 
mined. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Young (immature). Like female, but with the feathers of uppcrparis broadly 
niargined with pale rufciu. 

MEASURESIENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull } 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’j? 

74-81) 

11-13 

15-17 

40-46 ram 

e 9 

72-79 

11-13 

15-17 

37-44 mm 


(SA, HW) 

Weight 11 o' 9 I4-1S (av. I6)g — SA. 

coLOLTis OP B.xuE PARTS. Adult. Iris ycHowLK brown, reddish brown, or 
brown. Bill pale homy grey, duskier on culmcn ; mouth pale pinkish (with admixture 
of yellow in young birds). Legs, feet and claws brownish flesh colour. 

Nestling. Iris brown. Bill greyish while, a black point each at lip of upper 
and lower mandible ; gape and mouth bright orange ; a black spot at tip of tongue 
and one on cither side of its base. 


879. Blackcroxvned Finch-Lark. Eremoplerix nigrireps qffinis (BI^tH) 

Pyrrhulnuda ajpuis Blyili.‘1867, Ibis: 185 (Madras, emended to Karaclii, Ticcliurst, 
1921, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 28: 235) 

Baker, FBI N'o. 124G, Vol. 3: 355 
■ Plate 64, fig. 6 

LOCf,L NASfES. Dim. Dub’ik chifi (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow' — : length c.- 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD charactf.rs. Male vcf)’ like male Ashycrowned Fiticb-Lark (878) 
but much paler and sandier above, with white forehead and chocolaic-black 
crown and nape. F.ar-covcrts pure white r. dirty white. 
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placed at the foot of a grass-iuft in open sandy country, * invariably on the 
northern side evidently to be sheltered from the hot wind * (Sind. Dolg, SF 9 : 
281). Average size ofSO eggs 19*2 x 13*8 mm (Baker). 

Museus! Diagnosis. Ser Kev to the Species and Fidd Characten. 

MFASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

9 78-83 c. 12 16-17 46-51 mm 

(Baker, HW) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris browTi. Bill pale homy, darker on culmen, paler 
and bluish on lower mandible. Legs and feet pale whity brown. 

Genus Amsiomases Cabanis 

AmnovianfS Obanis, 1851, Mus. Hein. 1: 125. Tj-pe, by original designation, 
Alauda arenicoloT .Sundevall 

Bill thick, slightly curved: nostrils covered by plumelets. Wing of 10 primaries: 
1st primarv’ (as.) one-third the Icncth of second; 3rd. 4ih and 5ih primaries subcqual 
and longest. Hindclaw about equal to hindloe and not much curved. 

Key to the Species 

Tail brown throughout tinged with rufous A. desertt 

Tail deep rufous tipped with black A. phnrniairus 

880. Indian Desert Finch-Lark. Amnwmanes deserti pkoenicurotdes (Bly'lh) 

MAirafra) pkoenicurotdes BlyUi, 1853, Jour, .\siau Soc. Bengal 22 : 533 (Kaslimir) 
Baker, FBI No. 1244, Vol. 3; 352 
Plate 64, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. DaskH~chdjok (Baluchi); Kempt (Brahui). 

SIZE- Sparrow; length c. 16 cm (6 in.). 

field characters. Above, pale earthy brown tinged wdth pinkish rufous 
on upper tail-covcrts, and with much rufbm in the brown wings and tail; 
cheefe and car-coverts ^cyish brown. Below, chin, throat and upper brean 
'fulvous-white, faintly dark-streaked. Rest of lower plumage greyish rufous- 
pink. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBL*TiON and HABITAT. Resident. Common in. West 
Pakistan (Baluchistan, Sind, Bahawalpur, Punjab including the Salt Range) ; 
in N5V. India in Kashmir and Jammu- Aficcts desolate barren country — 
stony hill-slopcs and nullalis, and rocks* ground along the base of the foot- 
hills, to c. 2000 m. AI«o fallow land in desert canal cultivation, c.g. Bahawal- 
pur. 

ExtrclirrSlal. Adjoining portions of eastern Alglianistan. Numerous other 
races in Iran, Iraq, Arabia and northern .Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to Rufoustailcd Finch-Lark (882), q.v. Keeps 
in pairs or small family parties of 3 or 4 in bare stony environments where 
its plumage giNTS it perfect camouflage. In winter loose flocks of 20 or so. 
Ob^Tved drinking at a desert ram-puddlc regularly in the morning at 
about 9.00 hrs., not m flocks like sandgrousc but in rclap of 2 or 3 birds 
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at a time (SA — Bahawaipur). Whether also drinks other times of day 
not known. In waterless tracts, the requisite moisture probably imbibed 
from dew. 

rooD. Seeds of various desert plants and grasses such as Sitaria aertidllata 
and Pamcim ramosum. Also insects. 

VOICE and OAua. Call-note ‘a curious plaintive, dreamily uttered 
piff-pttf-pctf'- Song, delivered during a hesitating mounting flight with 
deeply Upping wings, a broken collection of disconnected notes syllabified 
as pe^-foof-peef-petf-poof (Whistler); somewhat reminiscent of that otAnthm 
jimilis (C. H. T. Whitehead). 

BREEuiNo. Season, April to July, chiefly May and June. Air/ and eggs 
(c/3 or 4) as in 882. Average size of 16 eggs 22-1 ,X 16-4 mm (Baker), 
Fledging period about 20 days (Whistler). No other details of breeding 
biology. 

Museum Diaonosis. See Key to the Species and Field Charactcis. 

Nestling. Covered with tliick long white down. 

Young (immature). Paler above, the feathers with indistinct subtcnninal dark 
bars and pale tips. First primary (as.) longer, broader and blunter than in adult. 
Primary- imd greater coverts, wing- and tail-quills with broader pale edges than 
in adult, and more rufous in colour, 

SIEASUKESIENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

efrit 98-107 

15-16 

22-23 

65-70 mm 

9 9 96-101 

15-16 

22-23 

62-66 nxm 
(SA, HW) 

Weight 13 o’ 9 22-29 g (Paludan). 




' 

Page 

a . ,A.p. Uitaceus 

16 

.A. p. phoenicurus 

14 

. .A. p. iurudnyx 

13 


coLouas op UAitE PARTS. IiTs hazel brown. Bill upper mandible dark homy 
brown; lower pale homy yellow. Legs and feet pale yellowish brown, 

Ammomanes phoenicurus (Franklin) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A More rufous, less grey above and below A,p. Uitaceus 

B Less rufous, more grey above and below 

a Larger; wing mostly over 100 mm A, p. phoenicurus 

b Smaller, wing mostly -under 100 mm A. p. zarvdnyi 

881. Peniao Rnfotutailed Finch-Lark. Ammomanes phoenicurus zarudnpi 

Hartert 

Ammomattes einelura zarudttyi Hartert, 1902, Bull. Brit. Om, Cl- 12:43 
(Mudjnabad, £. Iran) 

Baker, FBI No. 1243, Vol. 3: 351 
Plate 64, fig. 10 
tAcAi, NAStEs. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 16 cm (6 in.). 

rpaso CHARACTERS. A thick-billed rufous-brown uncrested lark, like 

882, q.v. See keys to the Species and Subspecies. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. West Pakistan; status uncenah. k 
specimen obtained by Blanford south of Sehwan in Sind, December 1875 
(now in British Museum). Common and resident in western Ghagai, Bah. 
Ammomanes phoenicurus 



chistan, as far east as Ras Koh foothills (Christison, Ibis 1941: 544). Com- 
moner in Zhob and Loralai than in other districts and probably occun 
all over Baluchistan in suitable localities. Biotope as in 882, more rocky 
and barren wastes. . i 

Extralimital. Eastern Iran from Kirman and southern Khorasan through 
southern Afghanistan (Vaurie). j 

'general HABITS, ROOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 882, but recorded as 
perching on bushes and telegraph wires to sing, not soaring (Chnswon 
MS.)! This anomaly needs verifying. 

BREEDINO. As in 882, but not recorded within our limits. 

MusEim Diaonosis. Differs from nominate phocricmis m bang lomavhi: 
smaller and mueh paler with the undeiparis creamy rufous instead of deep ndous 
SIEASUREMENTS. Wing o’? C- 97-i02 mm (Hartert); 2 o? 92. 93 mm (Baker), 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 882. 

882. Indian Rnfonstalled Finch-Lark. Ammomanes phoenicurus phoenicurus - 
(Franklin) 

Mirofro phoenieura Franklin, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 119 
(Between Calcutta and Benares) 

Baker, FBI No. 1242 (part). Vol. 3 s 350 
Plate 64, fig. 9 

local names. .iigiS. mi (Hindi); LSI ihssrot (Benpli) ! KUtSrijS (Goj.rali)i 
Dot pwo (Telugu) , VSoSmbSSi Hruc (Tamtl). 
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SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 16 cm (6 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A rather squat, rufous-brown, stout-billed uncrested 
lark, with bright rufous tail ending in a black band, particularly conspicuous 
in flight. Sexes alike. Colorarion very obh'terative on laterite soil. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; locally common; subject 
to some seasonal local movements especially in the monsoon. West Pakistan 
(Jhelum and Shahpur dists., Waite, JBNHS 59 : 961). Mainly south and 
essst of a line roughly from northern Kutch through Ajmer to Dcllu; east 
to W. Bengal (south of Ganges R.) and south to a line from Hubli through 
— roughly the 1 5th parallel: thus in Gujarat (including Kutch 
and Saurashtra), Rajasthan, Delhi, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, 
We« Bengal, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and northern Andhra. Affects 
open stony scrub-and-bush plains and plateau country, ploughed fields, 
lallow laud, and the neighbourhood of cultivation, perching freely on tele- 
graph wires rather than on bushes. 

GENERAL HABITS, Keeps in pairs (very often trios) or small loose parties 
— sometimes in larger flocks of up to 50 or more. Runs about squady in 
short zigzagging spurts in search of food. When disturbed flies off with a 
curious uncertain twisting flight and soon settles again. Frequently stampedes 
lurking insect prey from the unevennesses in the ^ound by a sudden flicking 
open and shut of the wings. Has a very impressive aerial display, the bird 
rising 30 m or so up in the air, flying around tvith deeply flapping wmgs 
and singing for several minutes, then rocketing dotvn to Mrth with wings 
■pulled in at the sides in a series of steps — steep nose-dives and ‘ wave- 
crests Pattern of the aerobatics very similar to that of Ashycrowned Finch- 
Lark (878), q.v. , j . , j 

FOOD. Grass- and weed seeds, grains of paddy and other cereals, ana 

insects. . „ > , 

VOICE and calls. A pleasant flight-song of several syllables compnsmg 
sweet thnish-like notes, Ue-hoo, and low-pitched husky whistles and chirrups. 
Frequently parts of this song aho uttered from a clod or stone on the grounm 
BREEDINO. Season, overall February to May, principally March and 
AnrU. Hest, a cup-Uke hoUow in a bank, or depression m the ground — ol‘«> 
in a newly ploughed field - under shelter of a clod of earth or tmy bush. 
UsuaUy padded with fine soft grass and often parapeted round the 
SlI bits of sticks and other rubbish. Eggs, 2 to 4. cre^F or gre^h 
Tute in ground colour, Ceckled and spotted wth reddah brovm, umto- 
b^ or inky purple, more densely at the broad end, forming a rap. 
A^ee si^f 50 egg^'21-2 X 15-7 mm (Baker). «oth sexes tale part m 

imdetcnruned. , 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loe. at 

Wing ' Bill 

(from slcuU) 

100-110 15-17 

98-104 - 15-16 


d’d’ 

99 


Tanus 

Tail 

21-24 

21-23 

57-64 rom 
52-63 mm 
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VA.TS Iris haze! brown. Bill horny brown, darker on upper 
rJnTbrard t": d^rorange. orange-pink. or flah colour (age 7). Ug. 
and feet brown; claws darker. 

883. Southern Rufonstafled Finch-Lark. Ammomanes phoenicurus 
Uilaccus Kotli 

Ammomot phoenicurus ter, error Koelz, 1951 Amer. Mus. Novi.., No. 1510: 3 
" ' (Salem, Madras) \ 

Baker, FBI No. 1242 (part), Vol. 3: 350 ' 

.OGAL NAMES. AmWi Josi gSSu, Do.co pUto (Telugu); VSaSmUSi hSsSci (Tanul). 

SKE. Sparrow; "j 7 j® Museum Diagnosis. 

zTA“s“^ 0 N^a„d HAB’t^T. tubjcct m somc 

and the neighbourhood of cultivation. 

B=.TZ;r’r;tTnd tXg b^,;^ in the nominate 

roLs. More rich rufous, len grey, above and belmv 

^«"!^zments and corouas or bare parts. As in 882. 

Genus Alaemon Keyserling & Blasius 
Alcimon Keyserling & Blasius. 1840, Die kVirbelA. Europasi 36. Type, by monotypy, 
Atouda desertonim Stanley 



fTtorum Stanley , 

Distinguished by large size and long ilendtf 
biU, slightly curved in iu terminal balLNosmU 
fully exposed. Wing long, of 10 primanei: W 
primary (as.) just exceeding the pn”^' 
coverts; 3rd, or 3rd and 4ih primancs longesL 
Tarsi long and stout, scutellaled behi^l 
and clasvs short, the Utter curved and bliuiL 
• Tongue bifid at tip ’ fTicchurst). 


24-28-5 : 1 9 23 ; I o? 27 g (BB). 


(SA, HW) 


884. Large Deaert Lark. Alaemon atoudipcs sloriae (Salvadon) 

Cer&itoudo dW Salvador!, A'.i R- A^d-^rioo 3 i 292 (Ir«.) 
Baker, FBI No. 1205, Vol. 3: 304 

PUte 64, fig. 8 

„0CAL NAMES. Rdaa chSudSl (Gujarau-). AltematH-e English name, H«poe- 
I^trk ' or * Blfasdated Larb *. 


Weight 4 
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SEE. Myna — ; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large sondy grey lark -wnth ^vh^Ush undcrparts. 



X r- 1 


black-strcaked on breast. Long slightly curved black bill and china-whiic 
legs. General effect on the ground between Crested Lark and Desert Courser. 
In flight, usually low above the ground, the broad tvhitc double band 
on the black wings and the black-and-white tml very striking, even at 
long range when the coloration of the bird otherwise masks it completely 
in the sandy environment. Sexes alike, but female smaller. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION' and HABITAT. Resident. Not uncommon, but 
local and very thinly scattered. West Pakistan in Baluchistan, Sind and 
Punjab (Bahawalpur and Multan dists.), and NW. India in and around 
* Aloemon afoutfipes 



the Great and little Ranns of Kutch. Affects desert areas — undulating 
swells and mounds of drift sand with sparse bushes of SalMla and Susdot 
etc., or absolutely bare sunbaked salt-cncrusted pats. 

Eastern Arabia, Iraq, southern Iran and Afghanisttan. Other 
races m the Sahara and northern AKca. 


GENERAL H.^BiTS. Usually met with singly or in widely separated pairs, 
often enormous distances out in flat featureless desert. Actions and behaviour 
very reminiscent of Desert Courser (439). Runs about hither and thither 
wnth mincing steps, stopping abruptly from time to time to pull itself erect 
or to pick up some morsel from the ground. Trusts to its 1^ for escape 
taking sving reluctantly and only when pressed. Is a very swift runner, and 
if shot and merely winged it takes all-out sprinting to retrieve the bird! 
Flight \s*andcring, simxiar to that of the Crestrf I*ark; also reminiscent of the 
Hoopoe’s, the resemblance being brightened by the black-and-wHte wing 
and tail pattern, 

FOOD. Tiny beetles (Coleoptera) and other insects mostly picked off 
grasses; also seeds orSutda and suchlike desert plants. 

VOICE and calls. Display. From the top of a bush or sand-mound the 
male spring;s up on fluttering wings more or less vertically for maybe 3 
or 4 metres and nose-dh*cs back to the perch, singing at the same time- and 
displa^mg the striking black-and-white patterned wings and tail to best 
advantage. This manoeuvre is repeated agzun and again at short intervals. 
The song is a cl^ high-pitched mellow 3-noted whLtlc Ut-Ue^Ut followed 
by a prolonged Ue-hoo while nose-diving. * The bird generally rises from the 
top of a sandhill after a preliminary tuning up of ioo-loo^U^ti whistled rather 
plaintively and deliberately and softly. The too is also an alarm cry * (T. R. 
Bell, MSS.). 

BREEDiNc. SeasoTij htarch to July, posably straggling into September, 
a large unddy-Iooldng structure of sde^ etc. with a deepish cup in 
the centre (diam. c. 75, depth c, 40 mm) lined w'ith fine t\s*igs, grass stems, 
and feathers. Usually placed in a diminutive bush up to 60 cm or so from 
the ground, in desert country with a thin sprinkling of coarse grass clumps 
and bushes of Sueda etc. Difficult to find but for the male displaying in 
its virinity or the incubating female runiung away from the holding bush. 
Nest sometimes built in a straggly lone bush in a vast expanse of sunbaked 
pdt. Eggs, 2 or 3, longish oval, svhite to pale buff, blotched, spotted and 
speckled w'ith reddish brown and faintly marked with lavender and grey’ — 
more densely at the broad end. Average size of 15 eggs 23‘8 X 17*5 mm 
(T. R. Bril). Incubatioa by female alone (apparently); incubation period 
imdetcnnined. Young, while still flightless, very fast runners. Mother bird 
gives distraction display, running in front of obscr\’cr -with drawing wings 
as if grievously injured. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dt. When frealily 
killed the hindcrovra is a delicate dove-grey. This colour disappears soon after 
death. In summer the plumage becomes very abraded and the spots on breast 
mudi more prominent. 

Juvenile. Upperparts barred with blackish bitwn, each feather edged palcr- 
No spots on breast. ^Vings and tail as in adult. 

Nestling cov er ed with very long pale huffy white down (Ticrimrst). 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

tftf 126-137 

9 9 116-119 


Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

30-35 34-37 

c. 27 30-32 


Tafl 

79-99 mm 
e. 75 mm 
(SA) 
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COLOURS OP BARE PARTS- Iiis brONTL. BUI hoiuy grc cnuh grey: upper mandible 
pale plumbeous or pale brown, lower paler and more ffesh coloured. Legs and feel 
china-vdute; daws gr eeni s h brown. 

Genus Calandrella Kaup 

CalcrJreUa Kaup, 1829, Srizz. Entwidt. Nat- SysL: 39. Type, by monotypy, 
AUsida brcehydaefyla Lcisler 

dlcdsZa Hoiffidd & Moore, 1858, Cat. Bds. Mus. E.I. Co. 2: 471. Type, 
by’ monotypy, Alauda rq^tcl Bly'th 

B31 rather short and de^ NceUils concealed by plumelets. of nine pri- 
maries: first primary (as.) long, readiing to tip of wing and more or less subcqual 
with the next tv *'0 or three. Inner secondaries long, readung almost to rip of wing, 
ffindclaw a little longer hindtoe and almost strright. 


Key to the Spedes 

A Inner secondaries falling short of wing-rip 

1 2nd primary about equal to 3rd and 4th (1st is nunutc) . . . .C. r<^lal 

_2 2nd primary shorter than 3rd and 4th 

B Inner secondaries rcadiing rip of wing 

3 5th primary decidedly shorter than 2, 3 and 4 G. n.'irrra 

4 5th primary about equal to 2, 3 and 4 C. 


Page 

26 

25 

19 

22 


Galandrella onerea (Gmelin)' 

Key to the Subspecies 

Upperparts strongly suffused with reddish; xmderparts fulwin 

C.e. dukksirisis 

Upperparts not strongly suffused with reddish; undcrparts 
whitish washed with fulvous-bro\s*n on breast, - . .C. c. longtpams 


885. Yarkand Short-toed l-ark. Calasidrella cinereo loTigip^Jsrds 
(Eversmann) 

Alczda IcngipeKids E\-crsinaim, 1848, Bull. Soc. Imp. Sci. Nat. Moscow 21: 219 
(Sangara, Dzungaria) 

Baker, FBI No. 1221,-VoL 3: 325 

local names. Pullak, BaghJri (Hindi); AkerdS (Bihar minshikan). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). - ^ . 

field characters, a sparroyv-likc bird seen in large flocks in winter 
in open semi-desert country. Above, sandy or. greyish broAVTi streaked with 
blackish ; a pale superciliuin. Trii blackish with the two outer pairs of fcath^ 
largely white. dull white, the. breast washed and finely striated srith 

brown. Sexes alike. 

Gregarious habit (large flocks) and white undcrparts contrasring with 
the black tail in flight, distinguish this species from most other larks of this 
rize. C. ccaftrojfm (B87-8) looks very similar, but has a rulbus wash on the 
rump. 

* Both Mciaertxhigeo and Vaurie (loc. eat., p. 1) combine this ipeos with Irzdigdsi^ti. 


srrATtJS, DiSTWBUnoN and habitat. Common and abundant winter 
viator {September to April) throughout the north wes t cm desert and semi* 
desert portions: Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab (NW. frontier di stricts, Bahawal* 
pur, sit Range, etc.), Haryana, Delhi, western Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
northern Gujarat (including Kutch and Saurashtra), and northern Madhya 
Pradesh (G^valior, Bhopal, Indore, etc.). Affects open stony scraggy grass- 
land, flat barren pdts among sand-dunes and in semi-desert country, ^ow 
cultivation in sandy riverain tracts , dry' tidal mudflats in coastal areas, etc. 

Extralirniicl. Breeds from southern Russian Altai eastward through 
northern Mongolia to Transbaikalia, northeastern Mongolia and north- 
western Manchuria. U'mtcrs also in Af^anistan (Vauric). 

MIGRATION. No ringing data. Recorded on southward passage through 
Drosh and Chitral in large numbers, first tv’cck October; very common 
on return passage northward m April (Fulton, JBNHS 16: 56; Perreau, 
ibid. 19: 916)., Passes southward through Kohat and Kurram Valley in 
September; common on return passage bet>veen last w'cek February and 
mid April (Wlutchcad, JBNHS 20: 798). The observational data may also 
include 886. 

GENERAL HABErt. Kctps in Straggly flocks runiung about and feeding 
on the ground or moving restlessly aroimd the countryside in undulating 


Cofsndrel/o dnereo Eurasian races 



[ Breeding 


For winter ranges »cc text 
X trcciydaefylc ] 

3 Icr.gipersds 

3 tntrdcEs (RE). 


( 885 )- 


4 dskhsieisis (886). 

5 hnnanizds (RE). 


pipit-like ffight. The flocks are sometimes densely packed and of enormous 
sire — ‘ douds ’ of many hundreds, or thousands — e.g. u pon thdr fiat 
arrival in winter quarters and again prior to enrigrarion- The birds are 
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often seen feeding in the^^most barren-looking places \vith hardly a blade 
of grass growing, but where the ephemeral monsoon vegetation has evidently 
left an abundant supply of scattered seeds before dying do\v7i. The flocks 
fly out, sometimes considerable distances, to drink at favourite spots on 
river banks and the like every morning. Tlicy roost at night oh bare open 
flats, each individual squatting separately in a round little depression in 
the soil. 

Short-toed Larks become excessively fat before emigration and are then 
netted everywhere in vast quantities, being in great demand as an epicurean 
delicacy. Tliey also constitute the staple diet of many of the resident as 
well as %vintcring birds of pre>’. 

FOOD. Grass- and \veed seeds; those of Elnisine arislala and Eragrostis 
plumosa (grasses), and Tnanlhema pentandra (a ficoid), identified among 
stomach contents (Ticchurst). Also eats insects. 

VOICE and calls. Very silent in winter; only an occasional chirp. 

BREMiNC. Extralimital. Breeding biology as in 887-8. 

Museum Diacnoso. 4th vbiblc primary (as.) distinctly shorter than the first tljrec. 
Upperparts greyer than in dukhmerms (886); underparts whiter. 

measurements 



'Ving 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

eft? 

95-100 

12-15 

20-21 

54-65 mm 

99 

88-94 

12-14 

20-21 

53-57 mm 
(SA) 


\Vcight 2 ri’d’ (winter) 19, 21 *5 ; 3 9 9 (winter) I&-18*5 g (BB). 

Wing 24 91-98 (av. 93*8); 9 9 9 85-90 (av. 87-7) mm -» Paludan, 

Weight 23 o^di 19-25 (av. 22-3); 9 9 9 1^22 (av. 19*9) g / Afghanistan 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis bfowH. Bill; uppcT mandiblc homy bro^vn, darker 
on culmcn; Icm’er mandible ycllmvish homy. Legs and feet fleshy brmvn. 

886. Roibns Short-toed Lark. Calandrella cinerta dukhmiensis (Sykes) 

Alauda dukhmeniis Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 93 (Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No. 1222, Vol. 3: 326 
, Plate 64, fig. 14 

LOCAL NASfES. Pulldk, Bogheri (Hindi); Akon'a (Bihar njiishikars). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 885, but less grey more tawuy; douhtfull) 
distinguishable unless in the hand. See Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Probably 
breeds in Ladakh. Common and abundant 
tWntcr visitor (Septembci* to April) from all 
along fhe base of the Himalayas, south through 
the Gangetic Plain and the Peninsula to Kerala. 
Less common in Assam and East Pakistan (?). 
By and large absent in West Pakistan and the 
adjoining arid semi-desert portions, but virtually replacing the Yarkand 
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form (885) in central, eastern and southern India. Affects open stoav. 
scraggy grass-covered country, cultivated tracts, ploughed fields, paddy 
stubbles, and dry tidal mudflats in coastal areas, etc. ^ ^ 

Extralimital. * Tibet, and Lop Nor to Ala Sfian * (Vauric). 

GENERAL HABm, VOICE and GALLS. As in 885, q.v. The various Short- 
toed Larks are notoriously difficult to identify in the field; asscrtioai « 
to the occurrence, distriburion, migrarion and breeding of this or that species 
or form, when unsupported by spedmem, need to be treated wth caution. 
However, their general habits, behaviour and f(X)d are almost identical, 
as is also the low chirping note occasionally heard in the winter quarten. 

FOOD, ^ong stomach contents of birds from an intensively cultivated 
area in Bihar, in addition to grass- and weed seeds the foUoiving insects 
were commonly identified: weevils {Tanyrneeux indica, T. kispidas, and 
others), beetles {^Mylloctrus discoloTj Afesomorpha ri/figff, and other species, 
and Aphodiids), ants {Phidale mclhmj Oecopkylla smaragdinay Campcrjstss 
compressus, and ant pupae), small snails {CorbiciUa and Pltmarbis spp.), and 
geometrid caterpillars. Weevils constituted the major item (Mason t 
Lefroy, 1912). 

BREEDiNO. Mainly extralimital. Only once recorded witb'n our area, 
in the Suru Valley, Ladakh, between c. 3300 and 4000 m in July, by a 
reliable oriuthologist. However, since apparently no specimen was collected, 
the subspecies remains in doubt and may as svcil be longipr/mis. Nests^ several 
were found in a colony with those of the Homed Lark {Ermopkila a. longi- 
Tostris, 896) on a gentle mountain slope with scattered Artemisia and Trollm 
growth; described as a slight depression in the ground made by the bird 
in the shelter of a tiny plant, fined with a few blades of dry grass and a 
layer of fine, very soft vegetable down. Eggs, 3, in some cases 2, • putt)' 
colour* mottled all over svith yellowish brown. A\'cragc size 20*7 X 14*4 
mm (B. B. Osmaston, JBNHS 31: 191). 

Museum JDiacnosis. Wing formula as in longipamis (835). Differs from it in bring 
more nifrsccnt blown above and on flanks; less white, more buff", on the undcrparti. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

(from skull} 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(?(? 

95-103 

13-14 

20-22 

59-60 mm 

99 

'92-98 

13-14 

20-21 

51-56 mm 


(SA, HW, Koch) 


\Vcight 14 c? 9 18-23 (av. 20) g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARK PARTS. As ID 885. 

Calandrella acutirostris Hume 
Key to the Subspecies 

White on tail less extensive and suffused with fulvous 

C. a. eeviinstris 

White on tail more extensive and purer in colour. .C. a. Hbetana 
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887. Karakoram or Hume’s Short-toed Lark. Calandrella acutirostris 
acutirostris Hume 

Calandrella acutirostris Hume, 1872, Lahore to Yarkand: 265 (Balakchi, 
upper Karakasli Valley, north of Sughet Pass, Karakoram) 

Baker, FBI No. 1223, Vol. 3: 327 
LOCAL NAME. Bdgkcri (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 885, q.v.; not distinguishable from it unless 
in the hand. Sexes alike. See keys to the Species and Subspecies. 

On a good view, in flight, the rufous wash on rump sometimes helps fo 
•disringuish this spedcs from C. cinerea, espedaUy from the greyer subspeci« 
longipennis (885) which otherwise look? identical with it. , 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Breeds in Baluchistan, Gilgit, and 
the Sughet Range in Kunlun Shan to Zaskar and Rupshu (up to c. 5000 m), 
where it intcrgradcs with tibetana (888). Chiefly winter visitor to West 
Pakistan and India south to northern Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 


Calandrella acutirostris 



>radesh. Howe%tr, jhc two races arc so close to each other that it is not 
Iways possible to assign even museum spcamcns wuth certainty. Ihe 
ituaSm U further compUcated by the intcrm^iates, and the 
iverlapping that occurs in their winter ranges. Sight r^rds unsupported 
are quite worthless. Affects open, semi-desert country and 
abo^^d, low smny foothiUs with scanty herbaceous vegetation, e c 
Extralimital. Breeds also in eastern IraP, north, central and eastern 
Vfghanistan, and Badakhshan (Vaune). 
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CENERAL iiAsris, FOOD, VOICE and CAEis. As in 888. 

■ BREEDINO. Season. May to July, ^'est and eggs as in 888, but normal 
clutch in Baluchistan said to be of 4 (Williams, JBNHS 33 : 607). 

Museum Diagnosis. Hnt four visible primaries (as.) nearly subequal, and longaE 
Differs from tibetana in has-ing the vhite wedge on inner web of outer tail-feather 
less in crteiit, and white outer margin of 2nd uil-feather narrtnver. 

Weight ■ 

11 d-t? tu"' I 

7 g ^ 84-90 mm lo-Jl g 

(Paludan, Afghanistan) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARES. Iris brotvo. Bill yellowish homy. blackish on culmen 


888. Tibet Short-toed Lark. Calandrella aevtieoslris tibetana Broob 

Cctandeella eibetana Broob. 1879. Stray Fealher, (Tibet, beyond Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI No. 1224. Vol. 3: 328 

LOCAL NAME. Bagkeri (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). • u 1 1 r^nm h or from 

heed characters. As in 887, q.v.; not distm^ishablc from it or from 

885 unless in the hand. See keys to the Species and Subs,«rt«. 

ETATUS, distribution and habitat. From jJ 

.r,d I -ihiil fwhcrc it intergrades with 887), cast through Ladakh, Nep 
(roirfcdat'n^lL-n ^-Bistros. 1961, JBNHS 58:443), N. Bhutan 
and SE Tibet ; breeding above c. 3400 m. Winter visitor *“ /“"I**’- ^ 
Pradesh Nepal, Sikkim, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Assam 
L'd Ea^t FaHstan. Affects open semi-desert country, fallow cultivation 
and waste land. low stony foothills With scanty herbaccom veget^on. « • 
CEHERAE jiABtrs. Very like those of 885 and other Short-torf Latb, 
qq.v. In its wintering range keeps in large straggly floeb ® 

and feeding on bare ground or flying “b™* 
breeding season, when in pairs, consists of a senes ofwandcnng wagt 
flights after soaring aloft for 50 metres or so, each spurt ending ■" * ? . 

ht^cring and accompanied from time to time by a series of faint d^o ntrf 
musical noiM. mostly the normal sharp trree. This ^ . -o 

for ten minutes or more, and ends with a vertical dive of the 
croimd (Ludlow, SA). . . 

Extralimital. Eastern Tibet and Sikang to Koko Nor (Vaune). 

FOOD.' Weed seeds and insects. , tVneral 

VOICE and CALLS. Normal note, a ’bay Pwr. Song (b ui^E ^ 
Habits) poor and monotonous; also uttered from the to ^ j^prcwlon 

breeding. Season, in Ladakh end May to Ju y. A • . within 

in the ground scantily lined with 

with very fine vegetable down or wool (usually white) • ^ 

greatest depth r. 35 mm; sometimes parapeted 'b' 

Placed in the shelter of a small plant or stone, fr^ X faintly suppl'^ 
situations. Eggs, normally 3, sodietimo 2. greyish white famtly supp 
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or splashed with pale bro\>'n, somewhat more densely at the broad end, 
there tending to form a ring. Average size of25 eggs 20 X 14*5 mm (Ludlow). 
Both nc^t mid eggs arc smaller replicas of those of the Homed Larks (£>r- 
mophila) which share the same barren environments. Both sexes partake in 
collecting material and lining the nest ; apparently also incubation. Incuba- 
tion period undetermined. Parent performs * broken wing ’ distraction 
display when nest ^vilh chicks approached. 

Museum Diagnosis. ^Ving formula as in the species arjlirostris (see Key, p. 19;. 
DUTcrs from the nominate race (887) in having the white wedge on inner web of outer 
tail-feather more extended, and white outer margin of second tail-fcallicr wider. 
MEASUREMENTS. Not different from 887. 


Wliisiler (fHr, 1932: 479) gives for a srHes of carcfulK sexal birrls of the two 
forms together, as under; 




Wing 

Bill 

’i'arcus 

Tan 




(from skull) 
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o’ o’ 

, 93-100 

13-15 

19 22 

i.54)58~G5 inm 

12 

99 

85-92 

13-14 

19-2i 

54-60 null 


COLOURS OF DARE PARIS. j\s in 887. 


888a. Persian Short-toed Lark. CnlandreUa rufescris prrsica (Sharpe) 

Alatidula pfTsica .Slrarpe. 1890, Cat. Eds. Biit, Mus. 13: .VJll (Niris. Iran) 

Baker, I'Bf No. 1227, \’'oI. 3: 332 
Plate 64,' fig. 13 

LOCAL NAME. (Hindi, for Shori-loed Larks gentT-aUy). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD ciLARAcrTERs. As of 885; distingiiishable from it at close range 
by spotted breast, but usually not unlc^ in the hand. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Winter visitor to \Vcst Pakistan — 
Baluchistan (this race and/or se^bohmi)\ *Bahawalpur (JBNHS 42: 730) 
and clsmvhcre in Punjab (Peshawar and Hissar dlsts.), and possibly Sind. 
May be commoner than the records suggest, but overlooked amongst the 
other more abundant Short-toed I^rks. Affects open sandy «:cmi-dcseri 
country'. 

Exlralimital, ‘ Iranian Plateau, W. Iran (Zagros in Liiri'ian), S- Iran. 
Scistan to SE. Afghanistan, S. Iraq * (\'auric). 

general habits, food, voice and a\Li.s. Indistinguishable from SPA 
in svintcr. 

breeding, Extralimiial. More or less "as in 385; douuliccl by Blanford. 
1876, in Eastern Persia 2: 243 (under the name C. php'^Ulta). 

Museum Dlvgnosis. In the species C. rvftsans the secondaries arc markedly 
shorter ihan wang-dp — alwa>*s more than 15 iruru. Breast mote or less distiocily 
Jpotted; black spot on cither side of throat (as in aadhoslris and dca-ca) lacking. 
Subspecies /wnVa is broT\'n-strcaked rufous sandy above; whitish below, spotted on 
breast. Outer trol-fcather largely white. 

* A specimen of the \en* pale "re%’ form C. r, latcuphata ha< alv* b«.*cn obtain«l 

in Baluchistan, in NovcmlxT, hy NicInrrlrJucnt JTicrhur^i, JH.NHS tl: ;J75». 
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measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus Ta3 

(from skull) 

o’? 96-105 11-13 20-22 60^ mm 

(SA, Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IiTs gTcy-brosvn or brown- Bill horny grey, darker 
on culmen, ycUmvish on Imver mandible. Legs and feet fleshy brown. 

Galandrella raytal (Blyth) 

Key to the Sobspecies 

Page 

A MorcheaviJystrcakedjrauchdarkerandgrcycr 

Cs r. krishnahmarsvihji 27 

B Less hea\*ily streaked; paler and more sandy 

a Bill slenderer and longer C. r. rental 27 

b Bill tliicker and shorter. C. r. edemsi 26 


689. Didns Sand Lark. Calandrella T<^(ci adamsi (Hume) 

Ah'jda adamsi Hume, 1871, Ibis 13: 405 (Agore Vallc>', Hazara) 

Baker FBI No. 1226. VoL 3: 331 

LOCAL NAME. Reldl (Hindi). 

SIZE, sparrow length r. 13 cm (5 in.). *■' 

HELD CHARACTERS. As in 891, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

When in flocks in non-breeding season, may be distinguished from Short- 
toed Larks, \vTth which they do not assodate, by their gre>'er and whiter 
appearance, and silvery tinkling note (Ticehurst). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. Baluchistau (Makran 
coast), Sind, Punjab and Haryana east to the Jumna R., and Kulch. 
Affects bare sandy banks and islets in the larger northwestern rivers; salt-pan 
environs and dry open salty mudflats on the sea coast. 

Exiralimital. Persian Baluchistan, west to e. 56® E. long. (Bandar Abbas). 

cenerai- habits, food, voice and calls. As in the nominate race (891). 

BREEDING. Stosoji, Match to September, chiefly June to August. AVrl, 
fgp, and breeding biology as in 89 1 . 

Musel'm Diagnosis- Differs from the nominate race (891) only in having a 
dioricr and thicker bill with the culmen more curved, C. r. hishnakumarsinhji (890) 
has a similar b31 but is distinctly darker, greyer, and more bcarily streaked. 

Juvenile imdergocs a complete moult in autumn; in fresh plumage upperparts 
tinged with isabclline (Ticehurst). 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wins 

BiU 

(from skuli) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

o’d’ 

80-89 

II-I3 

19-20 

48-^ mm 

9 9 

77-82 

11-13 

19-20 

46-50 mm 


(CBT, HW, SAJ 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 891. 
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890. Saorashtra Sand Jjsur'k.Calajidrella rajiat Lrishtohumarsijthji ^’aurie 
Dharmakumarsmhji 

Cclandrella rental krishnoKurrarsvihji Vauric & Dhamnakumarslnhji, 1954, Jour. 

Bombay nat. HisL Soc. 52: 8 (Bhavnagar, Saurashtra) 

Not in Baker 

local name. Retnl (Hindi). 

siZE.^ Sparrow — ; length c, 13 cm (5 in.).’ 

FIELD characters. As m 891, Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. So far known only from 
the t}*pc-locaIit\' Bhavnagar in Saurashtra (Gujarat). Affects dry tidal 
mudflats along the coast (Gulf of Cambay) with scanty grovrth of rank 
grasses and saline plants {Sueda etc.). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As ill 891 . Common call-note a 
rharaclcristic chemk-cheruk (Dharmakumarsinhji). 

BREEDING. Setxsoti, hlarch to September, mainly from June on. ArH 
and eggs as in the nominate subspecies. Soihe nests sheltered under discarded 
dry coconut husks, a favourite site being the railway embankment across 
the mudflats. 

Ml-sel-m Diagnosis. Differs from both adamsi (889) and rcjtd (891) in bring 
more hea\Tly streaked and much darker in all plumages — dark grc>' above instead 
ofsandy. Bill as in adarnsi^ shorter and thicker than in the nominate form. For details 
of plumage sec Vauric & Dharmakumarsinhji, loc. cit. 

measurements 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

H 0*9 76-85 12-13 42-50 mm 

(Vauric) 

COLOURS OP bare p.vrts. As in 891, but * bill blackish above and below' . 


891. Ganges Sand Lark. CalandTella raylal rcjtal (Blyth) 

Altmda rqjicl ‘ Buch.-Hamilton ’ ~ Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 
13; 952 (Lucknow) 

CclcndreUa raylal rexffiei Koelr, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 

No. 1 : 20 (Palasbari, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 1225. \'oI. 3: 529 

Plate 64, fig. 15 

>-OCAL NAME, nil'll (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

nEUj CHARACTERS. Like Short-toed Lark (885) but snu^er. Mevt, 
Srej,*bh sandy, narrowly streaked with dark brown. Below, white, sparsely 
*nd indistinctly dark-streaked on sides of breast. A white superaliuin and 
cheeks. Shortish black-and-white tail. Sc.xes alike. 




st-atus, DISTRIBUTION aiid HABITAT. Resident. Northern India cast of 
Jumna R. from Delhi and Haryana south and 
cast ihrough Uttar Pradesh, Nepal tcrai and 
plains Bihar, northern W. Bengal, Bhutan 
foothills, the Brahmaputra Valley in Assam, and 
Pakistan. Affects sandy river banks and 

ExlraliniilaL Burma, along the lower 
X f- I Irrawady, Cliiudwin and other large rivers in 

ihc diy’ zone. 

CENXR.VL H-VBrrs. Keeps singly or in scattered twos and threes — frequently 
small flocks or20 or 30 in non-breeding season — running about and feeding 
on bare sandy flats in the charancrisiic zigzag jerky spurts of the family. 
In breeding season male has an imposing song-flight. He soars aloft some 
30 metres or so and flics aimlessly here and there wltilc singing, not by a 
coniinuous liovcring like the skslark but by intcrmliieui scries oF rapid 
wing-flaps and paurc'. 'fhe performance is short, lasting only a fc>v minutes. 
The bliri ihcicaftcr parachutes to the ground in 'a succession of 5 to 10 
steps, wangs and tail stiffly open, hovering momentarily at each step — 
reminiscent of tlic Tree Pipit*s song-flight. In the final step of the descent, 
he shoots down vertically wTth cIomnI wings, flattening out when within a 
metre or so of the ground to settle lightly on a clod or stone. 

FOOD. Weed seeds and insects. 

VOICE and caijis. Song — usually uttered in flight, sometimes from 
a stone or mound — rather similar to that of Sykes’s Crested I-ark (902) 
but short and disjointed; a few tinkling notes . . . pause ... a few more 
notes . . . pause, and so on. It is commonly interlarded with perfect imi- 
tations of die calls of many birds that share its habitat, c-g. the RedwatUed 
Lapwing and Grcai Sandpiper. WTien singing from the ground, the crest 
is raised. 

BREEDING. FcbruaiA to May, chiefly March and April before 

die snow-fed northern rivers come in flood. Xesl, a deepish cup-like depres- 
sion in the ground at the base of a tamarisk seedling, or small arcnicolous 
plant sucli as Argemdne, or in the middle of a tuft of grass growing on a sandy 
river-bed or bank, sometimes in the shelter of a clod of river silt; lined with 
fine grasses, rootlets, goat’s hair or vegetable down. Eggs, normally 3, somc- 
limo 2, )*cllowTsh or grc>*isli white tvith pale specks, freckles and small 
patches of greyish brown or pale reddish bro%%*n; they arc small replicas 
of eggs of the Large Pied Wagtail. Average size of 20 eggs 20*1 x 14*6 
mm (Baker). Eridcnily botli sexes take jiari in all the domestic chores. 
Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum DuxcNosts. See Field Oiaractcrs. DilTm from edemsi (889) only in 
h3\ing a slenderer and dightly longer bilL 


Bill 

(front feithen) 
r. 11-12 


Bill from skull 12-14 mm (S-\% 


41-47 mm 
(Baker) 



332 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 5: 29-32 


LARKS ' .jg 

Weight 3 18-19 g (BB). 

ticgc, blackiili at tip. and feet fleshy yellow. ® 

Genus Melanocorypha Boic 
AUUmoev^pha Boie, 1828, W,. col. 322. Type, by subsequent dcsignaUon, 
AttaJayclumimUi. R- Fonter 

lone of? ^ •'y P'-^dets. Wmg very 

Key to ttie Species 

Wmg ovCT 140 mm; fint primary white on outer web. .M. maxima 30 

Wmg under 130 mm; first primary brown on outer web, nar- 
rowly edged fulvous ■. bimaaalala 29 

892. Eastern Calandra Lark. Melanomrjipha btmaculala torquata Blyth 
M.Umacor,pha tor, aele Blyth. 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16 : 476 (Afghanistan) 
Baker, FBI No. J210, Vol. 3: 312 

Plate 64, fig. II ‘ 

tncAi. NAUB. jidt (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow +; length c. 16 cm (6} in.). 

field characters, a large, rather dumpy lark with a very thick bill. 

General coloration rather like Rufous 
Short-toed Lark (886). 

Aiovt, dark brown, each feather edged 
sandy. A broad white superciliutn and 
a dark line from lores to eye; eheeks 
and ear-coverts rufous-brown, streaked 
paler. Tail blackish brown edged paler, 
all rectrices except central pair white- 
‘'PPoii- fir/oio, chin, throat, and sides of 
^ '• ' "oefc white. A large black spot on each 

.K,« m . 'Lt' ■ 

Rest of underparts white, washed with fulvous on flanks. Sexes alike 
STATES, Dis-mBuTiON and habitat. Fairly common winter visiior to 

Havana** R Sind, Kashmir, Punjab 

Haryaim, Raj^than and Uttar Pradesh (east to about Jumna rivir) 

A specimen collected inKutch, February (Himmatsinhii, JBNHS 57- 408)- 
Xl*" A)- Chiefly paiage migrant hj CMtrS jiotf 

a few staymg on m mi d winters. Affects barren semi-desert, spaise cultira- 

i^ ^^arel*"^ ’’ 

Extralimital Transcaspia, eastern Iran (Khorasan), N. and Nfi Afehani- 
Stan; probably rastem Russian Turkestan and Kirghiz steppes (VauL) 

n uctoDer (bcully, SF 10. 134). Return passage starts about February. 
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Flocks of many thousands reach Kohat and Attock districts in P.k 
and early March (Whitehead, Ibis, 1909: 245) and Gilirit T I 
by end F;ebruary. By mddle of March aU the bhds htve movSln'^'" 
plentiful in Chitral during end February and beginning March on nort). 

mErat.on^(Fulton, JBNHS 16: 56), laTge Aocta pass^^fhe 
m early March (Perreau, JBNHS 19: 916) p me mam ralley 

GEKE^L HABns. Met ivith in flocks while in in winter ouarter, nr, 
of considerable size just ptmr to emigration (‘ hundreds •), com 

pany with Short-toed .Lark,. The birds keep up a coiitant < 
while squatted or running about on the ground, 'varbimg 

FOOD. Seeds and insects. 

in ITnTer!”'’ ‘ —'"dious call note ' (Jones). Song not heard 

onTe ^^dfe^^ oTf ■ cup of gmssm etc. 

Museum Diaonosb. See Key to the Species and Field Gharacur,- Tn- a., t 
of plumage. Bate loc. at. Veiy similar to the nominate lorn At. h. limamlaia’ioi 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

26-27 50-61 mm 

Weight 3 (fj 47-60 g (Paludan). I o ? (December) 48g~SA^'^’ 

COEOUES or BARE PARIS. Iri, light to dark bioivn. Bill: upper mandible brown 
to black; lower mandible greenish homy, yelloirish at base. Legs and feel yelJowiih- 
or brownish flesh colour, darker on the joints. 

MISCELL^OUS. Is excessively lat during the season of spring migration, 
xvhen the birds arc extensively netted, snared and shot in Kashmir and all 
along the mgration route as an epicurean delicacy. Is also a very favourite 
rage-bird in those parts on account of its street rich song, similar to the 
skylarks — likewise interlarded with mimicry of other birds’ calls — but 
richer and louder. 

Melanocorypha MAXIMA Blyth 
Key to the Subspecies 

Uppciparts darker A/, m. miri™ 

• Uppciparts paler Af. m. Mum 

893. Ladakh LongbiUed Calandra Lark. Altlanacorypha maxima hlderiri 
Reichenow 

Melanocoiypha holdertri Reichenow, 1911, Om. MonaUb. 19: 34 
(Klostcr Shinse, Kansu) 

Mtknhtoiypha maxima tuhgrisea Slegmann, 1937, Om. Monatsb. 45(2): 55 
(Oring Nor, cast Nanshan) 

MtUnotoiypha maxima kashrrnriea Koclr, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 122 
(Honlc, Rupihu, Kashmir) / 

Baker, FBI No. 1209 (part), VoL 3:311 
LOCAL NAMM. Nonc rccoTtltd. 


larks 3, 

SIZE. Myna- - ; length f. 21 cm (8 in.). 

P ^ Rv. Sec Museum 

in ^dSi^^sImrrtT 43S^m^tHa'T‘l‘'’-‘" r°T 

there Affects b ’ ™ (Hauls) m July, so presumably breeding 

lakes in typicidTibetanXI”’^7'' “"'l‘" ''''= high-elevation 

“■"« <""" 1 

FOOD. Seeds and insects. 

l^y hummocks (‘ islets ’).^Aggr“2'orT rathe'r ’ semi-floating 

HEASUREUE.VTS .md COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 894. 

894. Sikkim Longbillcd Calandm Lark. AU.anaca^pPa maxima ma..,ma 
, Blyth 

MAaxaamjpha maxima Bt^, ,867 Uanuary), Ibis: 46, footnote (Afghaniitan me, 

rcstnctedlo borders of Sikkim by Harlert ,904) "u"'' 

Baker, FBI No. 1209 (part), Vol. 3: 3, 1 
Plate 64, fig. ,6 
LOCAL UAStES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c. 21 cm (8 in.). 

mLD aiARACTERS. A dumpy thick-billcd lark, similar to Eastern 
C2alandra (892), but larger, wth much more white in tail, and less promi- 
nent black spot on sides ofbrcast. ^ 

Ahve, brown, tinged sWth rufous on head and rump, each feather dark- 
centred and pale-edged; superdlium and checks whitish; car-coverts golden 
rtifom. TaH brmvn, all rcctriccJ except middle pair broadly white-tipped, the 
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outermost feather nearly all white. Behu\ dull \vhiic washed with ashy on 
breast and with fulvous on flanks. A blackish spot on each side of breast; 
Sometimes also a fc3V ilLdcfincd brown spots in the middle. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and lUDiTAT. Resident. Northern Sikkim and 
northern Bhutan in the Tibetan plateau facies,' above c. 3600 m. AfTccts 
barren steppe country and humpy marshland around upland lakes and bogs. 

jExtrolimitfli. Adjoining southern Tibet (except in the far west where 
893 replaces it) and southeastern Sikang (Kham) — Vauric. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 893, q.v. * When disturbed 
it utters a succession of loud musical whistles * (Ludlow). 

BREEDING. Not rccotdcd Within our limits, but breeds plentifully in 
suitable situations in adjoining Tibet. Season, nest and eggs (c/2 or 3) as in 
893. Average size of 5 eggs 29*3 X 18’5 mm (Ludlow), 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characien and Key to the Species. Tlic nominate 
form diflers from that of Ladakh (893) only in being darker. 

Young (immature). A^eve, blacb'sh brwn, each feather edged wiUi yeflovr or 
yellowish white. Below, chin and throat distinctly yellow; rest of underparts washed 
with yellow', the breast heavily spotted with dark brown. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

V (from feathers.) 

143-154 21-24 29-30 83-93 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS ov BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown, bill whitish homy or yellow, black 
at tip. Legs and feet dark brown or * black mottled iviih dull red ' (Walton). 

Genus Eremophila Brchm 
Ermophita Brehm, 1820, Isis, col. 322. Type, by subsequent designation, 

Alauda alpestrU Linnaeus 

OiiKorTS Bonaparte. 1838, Nouv. Ann, ^i. Nat. Bologna 2; 407, Type, by subsequent 
designation, Gray, 1842, A. eJprstris Linnaeru 
Distinct from all other larks in the possession of * horns * composed of a few 
lengthened fcathcn on either «de of the crown in both sexes. Bill of medium length, 
.rather stout. Nostrils densely covered by plumelets. 'Wing of only 9 primaries: 
first 3 (as.) subcqual, the 2nd generally a fraction the longest. Tanus strong, of 
moderate length; hinddaw straight, pointed, about same length as hindtoe or 
slightly longer. Sexes dimorphic in colour. 

Cf. mbtlcr, H., 1925, Birds 'of Lahul. IHi; 190-97 (Homrd Utk). 

Whisllcr, H.. 1932, On some Larks of the Kashmir State. Ihit; 470-79. 

Eremophila alreetris (Liruiacm) 

Key to the Subspecies 
hfalcs 

Pag* 

A Black sides of head connected with black of breast ...... E. a. eJhtpiU 35 

B Blade rides of head divided from black of breast by a vrlUte band 
a Larger, wing over 120 mm; less vinous and more strongly streaked 

above. a a. IflTjtrsrtnj 54 

b Smaller, wing (usually) uf»der 120 mm; more vinous with Jos 

distinct streaks above. £. a. Wsvff 55 
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895. Pamir Homed Lark. Ercmophila alpestris albigida (Bonaparte) 
Otoccris elbigaia Bonaparte, 1850, Gonsp. Gen. Av. 1: 246 (Russian Alps, restricted 
to Hissar Range by ^lemertzhagen, 1928, Ibis: 523) 

Otxciys diluia Sharpe, 1890, CaL Bds. BnL Mus. 13: 670 (Kashgar and Yarkand) 
Bakrr, FBI No. 1206, Vol 3 : 307 
Plate 64, fig. 18 

LOCAL KAMES. None recorded. 

rrTr- Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

riEiD CHARACTERS. A largish high*cIcvation lark, chiefly pinkish or 
vinaceous ashy brown abov’c, wlutc 
below. Face' and throat whitish, tvith 
contrasty black checks running into a 
broad gorget across upper breast. A 
black band across c^o^\'n and two tufts of 
long narrow feathers on either side (the 
* horns *) confirm its identity. 

Female has the crotsTi ashy brown 
without the distinctive black-and-white 
markings but more or less streaked with 
black. Black of face and breast duller 



X f. I 


and more restricted. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident in Gilgit and Chitral, 
moving ailtitudinally with season. Very common down at c. 1500m between 
October and April whence, after forming large flocks (* of over a hundred *) 
it suddenly disappears (Biddulph, SF 9: 354; Scully, ibid. 10: 134). Pro- 
bably breeding in Qiitral at the head of Turikho Vallc>’ e. 4000 m and 
upwards in July (Fulton, JBNHS 16: 56); spotted juvcmlcs taken in August 
(Biddulph, SF 10: 274). A solitary straggler obtained in Rawalpindi disL, 
Punjab in March (Whistler, JBNHS 32: 218). Affects grassy pasture lands, 
hankt of rivcTs, old moraincs, and barren stony steppe country. 

ExtraltJTnUd. Iran in Yezd, and NE. Iran east\^*aiti from Gurgan through 
Khorasan, the moimtains of Afghanistan, Transcaspia, Pamirs, and western 
Tlcn Shan south to Kashgar and Yarkand in W. Sinkiang (Vauric). 

■ GENER AL HABITS, EOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 896 q.v. 

BREEoiNO. As in 896. 

Messuu Diagnosis. Black areas of cheeks and upper breast confluent; forehead, 
lace and throat in male always white, not yellov^’ish. 

Young (immature). Abest^ fulvous-brown, each feather tipped with white 
and subtipped blacldsh. Supercilium, rides of head, chin and throat yellowish; 
lores and ear-co ver ts mottled with brown. Bdaw, breast brownish white wth black 
^ti; rest of tmdeiparts pure white. 

UEASUKEUENTS 




^Ving 

Bill 




(from skuU) 

10 

eft? 

112-119 

.15-17 mm 

4 

99 

105-109 

15-16 nun 



(Ludlow & Kinncar) 



>Vmg 

Weight 

20 

<?£? 

116-124 mm 

34-39 g 

10 

99 

104-116 mm 

32-42 g 



(Paludan, Afghanistan) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As tn 896. 


896. LongbiHed Homed Lark. Ertmopkila alpestris longirostris (hloorc) 


Otocoris loitginstris Moore, 1856 (February), cr Gould MS., Proc, Zool. Soc. London 
23: 215, pL 3 (* Neighbotuhood of Agra * corrected to Kulu) 

Eransphila dpcstris deosai R- & A Mrinertzhagen, 1926, Bull. Bril. Om. Q. 

46: 84 (Deosai Plateau, between Baltistan and Kashmir) 

Baker, FBI No. 1207, Vol. 3 : 309 



LOCAL KAUES. NoDC rccordcd. 

SIZE. Bulbul; length e. 21 cm (SJ in.). 

nzLD CHARACTERS. As in 895 but with a white band separating black 
cheeks from the broad pectoral gorget. 
Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

Female like male but wdth no black 
band across forccrown. \STiole crown 
streaked dull black; ‘ horns * little more 
than black border to white supercilium ; 
black of checks and gorget duller and 
more restricted. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 
Resident, subject to some altitudinal 
movement in %vintcr. Baluchistan and 
N^V. Kashmir from the Karakoram 
south to Baldsian, Z a s ka r , Lahui and Spiti, Kulu; intergrading with elwtsi 
(897) in Rupshu (SE. Kashmir); from c. 3500 m up to snowline. Affects 
barren, stony steppe country, with scanty tufts of grass and herbaceous 
plants — ‘ Ariemesic etc.; occasionally also alpine meadows. 

GENERAL HABITS. Onc of thc Commonest and most abundant birds in 
its characteristic stony upland habitat where its coloration is remarkably 
obliterative. Keeps in pairs or trios; in non-breeding season in scattered 
flocks, sometimes of considerable size — 50 or more. Usually unafraid and 
confiding, running about in short spurts like a small plover or wagtail to 
feed, frequently in close proximity of caravans and encampments. Under 
excitement, as when facing up to a rival, thc horns are raised. Flies with 
deliberate Icisurcly-looking.full wing-beats, rcminiKicnt of the Crested Lark 
{Gdnida mi/fl/o, 899). 

FOOD. Weed seeds and insects; occasionally barley gleaned in harvested 
upland fields. 

VOICE and calls. A single rather mournful note peo occasionally uttered 
in flight, also reminiscent of Crested Lark’s. In breeding season male rings 
from a rock a short, insignificant squeaky song of disjointed strophes of the 
volume and tone quality of a leaf- warbler’s trill; ‘somewhat resembles 
that of the Corn Bunting, and also song of the Indian Redstart * (Osmaston). 
Apparently has no song-flight. 

BREEDING. SeosoTiy May to July. a cup-like depression in the groimd 
about 7 cm across and 4 cm deep, neatly felted with dry grass, hair, wool 
or vegetable down usually white in colour. Placed in thc shelter of a tiny 
plant or stone, usually on its leeward ride as protection from thc prevailing 
gales; sometimes quite in the open. Eggf, normally 3, sometimes 2, longish 
ovals, slightly glossy and often sharply pointed at thc smaller end; 
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yellowish buff in ground colour densely freckled and mottled with some shade 
of dark brown. Average size of 11 eggs 24*5 X 17*4 mm (O sm a s ton). 
Female docs (at least most of) the nest fining and incubation; male helps 
m feeding thc young. Period of incubation undeternuned. 

MrazuH Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspeaes; for details of plumage, Baker 
loc. at. Frontal hand in (J* entirely white. Nasal plumes white at base, black 
at tip. 

Chick (newly hatched) clothed in sparse straggly creamy white down. Supra- 
oihital, occipital, humeral, spinal, alar, and femoral tracts p r es en t. Onc terminal 
and two basal tongue-gjots. 

Young (immature), able to fly. o’?: Entire upperparts dark earthy brown 
caA feather fringed or t^iped with a pale ^'ellowsh buff spot, giving a spotted ap- 
pearance. Lores and a patch behind eye yellowish white. Ear-coverts coalesong 
With a narrow moustachial streak earthy brown with pale ^•ellowish buff fringes. 
Qim, throat, and a partial collar extending behind car-coverts pale ycUov'ish 
'riutc. Breast ycDowish bufi^ faintly spotted with blackish broMo; abdomen, flanks 
and Under tail-cos’erts white;. Wings and coverts dark brown, all feathers broadly 
edged with ^■cllowish or rufous-buff, edge being white on basal half of second 
piliuary. Tail dark brown, the feathers edged and tipped with pale yellcnrish buff, 
most broadly on thc outermost feather ; central pair of tail-feathers mottled with 
™fom-brovm. Mouth and gape ydlow : no tongue-spots as in the chick. BUI, o' 
horny ydlow, tip blacldsh; ? homy. Legs plumbeous-bom, soles ycDowish 
(Whistler). 

VZASUSEUENTS 

^Vmg Bni Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

c’d’ 125-131 17-20 22-24 85-92 mm 

V 9 115-124 18-20 22-24 76-85 mm 

(HW) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris biown. Bill black, base of lower toandiblc IK-id 
*laie (in ? entire haD livid slate) ; raoufli livid. Legs and feet blarit; soles hom colour. 


897. SiVVim or Elwes’s Horned Lark. Ermophtla alpatris elwesi 
(Blanford) 

_ Otoevris Elzctsi Blanford, 1872, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 41 (2): 62 
(Kongra Lama Pass, Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI No. 1208, Voh 3: 310 
Plate 64, fig. 17 

U)CAL HAKES. Nonc rccordcd. 

Bulbul; length f. 20 cm (8 in.). 

^^SLD CHARACTERS. Both scxcs as in 896, q.v. — also with a white band 
*^iarating black checks from the broad pectoral gorget. Sec Muscuiti 
Dir^osis. 

STATUS, DtSTRiBUnoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to some altitudinal 
*Do\*cincnt in winter. From Rupshu and central Ladakh (where it intcr- 
P^dcs with loTigirojtris (896) in the region of Lchj, casuvard through Ladakh 
*Dd the Hiinala)*as, including Nepal, Sikldm, Bhutan and NEFA; from 


c. 3600 m up (obtained at c. 5500 m by Blanford). Descending to c, 3000 m 
in winter, occarionally lower (obtained at e. 1500 m in Sikkim by SA and 
BB). Affects bleak stony hillsides and barren windswept steppes, thinly^ 
dotted tvith scanty tufts of grass, ArUmssia plants and Ccragana bushes • — thc 
typical Tibetan Plateau fades. 

ExlralimlcL Northern Sikang on ihc steppes on the upper course of thc 
Hwang ho, Yalung, and Yangtze, and wesnsm-d through southern Tibet 
to LadaUi. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As In 896. 

BREEDING. Scosorij ngjtf eggs (c/2 or 3) and breeding biology as in 896. 
Average size of 4 eggs 23*5 x 16*5 mm (Ludlow). 

Museum Diagnosis. A small-billed race; paler, less streaked and more vinous 
above than Icngirostris (896). However, in fresh plumage up per p a rts darker and 
warmer t>inn in eJtigala or ionginstns; deeper pink on naj>e, tlm colour extending 
fuithcr down on the back and more so than in either of the alxsve (Meinertzhagen). 

KEAStntEMENTS (of morc or less topotypical Sikkim end Bhutan birds) 

^\5ng BDl Tarsus Tall 

(from skuD) 

tfcf 114-123 13-15 22-23 76-89 mm 

9 9 109-112 13-15 22-23 73-87 mm 

(HW, SA. BB, RM) 

Weight 5 o'O' 32-37; 3 9 0 29-34 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ixis brown. BiD: upper mandible horny black; lower 
plumbeous, brcn\Tush at dp. Legs, feet, soles and nrallcn pads under joints of toes 
greyish white; claws dark homy brown. 


Genus Galerida Boie 


CeUrida Bde, 1828, Isis, coL 321. Type, by subsequent derignation, Alesda erisiaSa 
T 

BDl long and powerfuL Nostrils covered by short plumelets. Head adorned with 
a tfirn but long upstanding crest. Wing of 10 primaria: first primary (as.) very 
small; 2nd reaches to neariy tip of wing; 3rd, 4th and 5th subequal and longest: 
in some individuals 2nd = Srd. Hindclaw very straigiit, of about same length as 
bind toe. 

- Key to the Species 


A BDl from skuD usuaUy over 19 mm; g e nera l coloiu' abov-e grey-brown 

- G. ensieta 36 

B BDl from skull under 18 mm ; general colour rufoiB 

a under 90 ram; pectoral streaks few and narrow C, drze 40 

b ^Vlng over 92 mm; pectoral streaks numerous and broad 

.C. mdcicriai 39 


Galertoa CRisTATA (Tinnacus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Generally bigger; wing usually over 105 mm ,.G.e.etsgKa 37 

Smaller; wing usually under 102 mm .C. e. efie^AaoU 37 

Size intermediate; wing 97-106 mm; much gre y er . .C. c. fyvsi 39 
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098. BalacHstas Crested Larlc. Gdnids crislcic napm Hume 

Geirrids tssgr^ Hum^ 1871, Ibis: 407 fV'ariand) 

Botcr, FBI Xo. 1238, Vot 3: 345 

uxio:. SAUss. QiSrJ.sl (Hindi for all Crested Lsxfcs); Cho!^!f, 

(Baluchi) ; KTtpr^ (Fenian). 

SIZE. Sparrow t-; length c. 18 cm (7 mJ). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 899, q.v. Indistingmshable from it unless in 
ihc hand- But when both races side by side in the held (winter) may be 
identiSed by its larger size and more sandy colour. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUs, DisTRiBtmoN' and HABITAT. Brc^ ui Baluchistan [Kalat, Quetta 
and Fort Sandeman dists.; probably central Mabrau where mtergr a ding 
%s*ith chrrJ^la (899) occurs]. Also breeds in the frontier mountains of West 
Pakistan (Kohat dist. and C^tral), abo\*c c. 2300 metres. \N’inters in Smd and 
XW. Punjab (Peshawar dist., where most numerous on spring and autumn 
passage. Briggs, JBXHS 32: 755). Affects desert tracts as well as culmated 
semi-desert areas, often in the cavirons of tQ^^•n5 and \TlIagcs. 

Exirelj^misl. Southeastem Iran, Tnmscaspia, Aighanistan, Russian and 
Chinese Turkestan, K«nsu, Mongolia, Winters in northern Iran (Vauric). 

CESXRAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 899. 

BREEDixe. Sfcsorif March to mid May. -NVr/, (c/4 or 5) and breeding 
biology as in the Indian bird- Average size of 60 e^s 22*6 X 17*1 mm 
(Baker). 

Mcseum DLi^CNOSTS. PalcT and more sandy than (899) and lA-ith a 

slightly thicker bill; but differs from it chiefly in being Larger- 

MZASCREMEJOS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

d’d' 

109-116 

20-22 mm 

9 9 

106-109 

20-22 mm 
(CBT, Sind) 


\\ing 

AVriglit 

18 o’d' 

105-116 mm 

31-43 g 


(110-7) 

(39-0) 

II 99 

100-106 ram 

37-SI g 


ri031) 

(av. ofg' 41-9g) 


(Paludan, .A-fghanistan) 

COLOVES OF BARE PARTS. rJi in S'W. 

899. Indian Crested Lark. OGierida crutaia chmdiyila (Fnmklm) 
Alssda Chmdochi Franklin, 1831, Zool. Soc. London: 1 19 
(Between Calcutta and Benares) 

Baker. FBI No. 1237; \'ol, 3; 343 
PUlc 64, fig. 20 

LOCAL NAUEs. Cknndvl (Hindi, for all Crested Larks); (Gujarati). 

SIZE. Sparrow -f-; length e, 18 era (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A loTgish lark \rith a jaunty, upstanding pointed 
crest. 
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,4 Jere, sandy brown streaked wth 
blackish. white, fuh-ous and 

boldly streaked -with d^k brown oa 
breast. Scrcs alike . 

sTATirs, DIST RiBimox and iiABrrAT. 
Resident; subject to some seasonal 
local mo\-ements. From Sind and the 
N^V. frondcr districts of West Pakis- 
tan, cast through Kashmir fooihilh, 
Punjab (including Salt Range), 
Har>-ana, Delhi. Uttar Pradesh, Nepal plains, Bihar and northern Madhj-a 
Pradesh; Bouth in Ri^asthan, northern Gujarat (including Saurashtra and 
Kutch). Affcci< open sandy or salt-cncnistcd semi-desert country, chiefiv 
plains, and the neighbourhood of cuImTitiou in such; grassr* sandy ri\*cram 
tracts; dr>’ tidal mudflats in coastal areas. * ^ 

ctXERAL HABtrs. - Kccps in pairs or small scattered flocks. Pointed crest 
generally carried erect as the bird runs about picking food on the ground. 
Perches freely on bushes, fence-posts, and telegraph wires, etc. It is a favourite 
cage-bird for its song, and thri\*cs svcll in capririty. 

FOOD. Grains, weed seeds and insects — locust hoppers, ground beetles, 
ams. cutworms, ctc- 

voicE and calls. Normal note a liquid, railjcr plaintive /i-ce or tec-arr. 
.Sene, a clear pleasant warbling, also with occasional imitarions ofoihcr birds 
interlarded, but of short, disjointed repeated strophes and comparativeJv 
colourless. DclK-crcd during a modest song-flight, the bird fluncring up a 
few metres, fljing about rather aimlessly m^cr a circumscribed area with a 
IcLurcly fluttering or ho%'ering action, then planing dowa to earth on stiflly 
outspread slightly quavering wings to alight on a stone or-clod. The song 
is also uttered from a perch. 

BREEDixe. Stasertf m-cralj March to August, chiefly April tojune. Aert, 
a shallow* cup of grass and roots in a hollow scraped in the ground, or eld 
hoof-prinl of cattle, lined with finer grasses or hair. Concealed under a clod 
in a ploughed or fallow field, or at the foot of a grass-tuft or small plant 
(e.g- S:uda) in sandy countr)*; often banked up round the edge with flakes 
of simbaked earth or cowdung. Eggs, 3 or 4, dull ycUm^ish- or greenish 
white, speckled and blotched with brown and purple, usually more densely 
at the broad end. Average size of 50 eggs 21 *5 x 16*4 mm (Baker). Both 
sexes take part in building the nest, incubation, and feeding the >’OUDg. 
Innibadon period undeterrnined. 

MfSEUM DiAcxosa. See kc>s to the Spedes and Subspecies. Diffen from nsfw 
(898) ta bang darker and bro\**ncr (less sandy) and haring a shghtly s Iccdercr bfll; 
Imi chiefly in being smaller. 
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ALAUDIDAE 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTL Iris hazcl brou-n. Bill horn)* grrjish white or browiish 
flcsh-colour, duskier oa culmcn; mouth \-ellowish flesh. Legs and feet brownish 
flesh ; claws horny brown. 


900, Gilgit Crested Lark. Gdaida crislala Ijnesi Whistler 

CeUrids crisLsia Irr^ Whistler, 1928, Bull. Bril- Orn. CL 49; 52 (Gilgit) 

Xot in Baker 

LOCAL ?tAig3. Xotic recorded- 

siZE- Sparrow -f ; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 899, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmox and HABITAT. Known so far only from Gilgit 
\’‘alley, tvestem Kashmir. Presumably resident. 

CE.SXRAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Not Specifically recorded; 
doubtless as in 898 and 8^. 

BREEDING. Noi rccordcd. 

Mcstcm Diagnosis. Less brown, gre^r r and colder in tint than chndoela (899j. 

XEAsuREserirrs and colours of bare parts. ^\5 In 899. 

901. hialabar Crested Lark. Galnida malabarica (Scopoli) 

Atesds rdeieriea Scopoli, 1786, DcL Flor. ct Faun. Insubr. 2; 94 (Malabar) 
Geierid: trtd clerics fnpiaqss Koeb, 1939, Pxoc. BIoL SoC- ^Vashington 52; 76 
(Londa. BoTnba>) 

Cf. Koclz, 1954, Contrib. InsL R^iotial Exploration, Xo- I: 33 (funh^T 
comments on 

Baker, FBI Xo. 1241. \'oL 3: 348 

Plate 64. fig. 21 

local xa kz s. Oaxsa chditdul (Tclugu); Kendst rdra’^dcdi (Tamil); AVwMw 
ris&sh£dd (Mal3%*alaja). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length e. 15 cm (6 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A rufcus-brown lark with an upstanding pointed 
crest A*cr\* similar to the larger and sandier Indian Crested Lark (899), 
q.v. Sexes alike. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

XTATL’S, DtsTRiBunoN and iLAniTAT. Resident, apparently with some 
seasonal local moN*cmcnts, not worked oul \Vcstcm peninsubr India from 
c. 23^N. in Gujarat (Ahmedabad — 3 specimens, Hume coll, in B.M.), 
southt^nrd through ^^-estem hlaharashtra, western Mysore, s»-e3tcrn Tamil 
Nadu, and Kerala; plains and hills up to r. 2000 m. AfTcczs open sparse 
scrub jungle, forest clearings, cuIu\-ation cn^rirons, grass- cov ered stony 
hill slopes with sheet-rock outcrops, etc, in dr)*- and moist-dedduous biotope; 
treeless dowTis in the S. Indian hilh and grassy edges of tidal mudflats in 
coastal areas. Both this species and the next (902) usually found on dark 
soils matching the general tone of ihdr plumage. 

GENERAL, HAsm. Very similar to those of Indian Crested Lark (899). 
In non-breetffng season keeps in scattered parties of 5 to 8 birds or flocks 
of up to 30 or 50 . Wanders a great deal locally according to season, but 
pattern of movements not yet understood. 


FOOD. Weed seeds, often plucked off the Bring plant; paddy grains 
leaned in stubbles, and insects — grasshoppers, ground beetles, ants, clc. 

BREEDiNC- SrasGs, \ar>*ing with locality, practically all the )*car except 
erhaps the months of heaviest rainfall. a shallmv cup of gnus and 
ootlets lined srith finer material, in a small depression in the ground, 
bcitcrod by a stone or gnus-tufr. Eggf, 2 or 5, grcLish white or creamy 
tuff freely speckled all m cr w ith \-arious shades ofbrmvn. srith underling 
peeks and spots of lavender and grey. AsTrage size or40 eggs 21 *5 X 15*3 
nm (Baker). Breeding btoJogs* as in 899. 

Mesrtw DucNOsa. Smaller Lhan 899 and with the upperparts ruTous-bTOwn 
irfcad of gm-browTi. Differs from C. decs (902) in bring Hrger. u-iih the breast 
aore beavily streaked with bladush. 
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(from skull) 


49-53 mm 

92-105 

16-18 

23-24 

91-94 

1G-I7 . 

23-24 

46-52 mm 



(S4) 


OOLOL-M or n-.« paktj. Ira hard brmra. Em homy brovo. jalrr on lo^ 
indiblc: monlh chrome j-dlmr (in nalKns bnjbt oransr-rcdl. .I-njr »nd fr-t 
shy brtnrn ; claws homy broi^iu 

902. Dectmn or Sykes’* Crested Lark. Celrridj ina (S>Itr>) 

Alcdi ifce Srkrt. 1B32. Proc. ZooL Soc. Ltmlaa: 92 (DuLHonl 
Mbrfre catSUnt U-^n Kodr, 1 939. Proc. Biol. Soc. Wuhinffton 52: 36 
' (Hospet. Madras) 

Baler. FBI .Vo. 1240, Vd. 3: 347 
Plate 64. fij. 19 

uxast. SAsre. CSica (Tclusu). 

taz. SparroMTi;; Icnsth r. 13 cm (5 in.). 

TOLD aiARAcrau. A small niroiK-brosvit brk sdih an upswoinj 
imicd crol, simiUr to 899 and 901, qq.v. See Museum Dia^^ 
STATUS. DBTRiBtrnox and habitat. Resident; ssilh some little under- 
sod seasonal local movxments. Eastern Rajasthan, northern Gujarat and 
utch, east through the Gangetlc Plain to f. 82’E. long, and south through 
e Peinsula, chiefly the central plateau, to southern Mysore (Rameswaram 
and?, Biddulph, JBNHS 40 : 244); plains a.nd hills to e. 1000 m. Aflects 
my, spassely scrubbed ghat and plateau country, dry cuim'auoa. etc. 

■ usually dart coloured soib. 

Range and habitats overlap those of 901 in many areas, but by Md large 
is occupies the central plateau country farther inland from the coatt. 
,me sight records almost certainly vitiated by confimng 
•dally in song-flight, svith Mbafraj. (872) and alsts Small Skdarl 

czszttAX. siAUrTL Similar to the Indian and Mabbar Crested La < 
99 and 901), but song-flight and song entirely djlTcrem: almost idtnltw 
di those ofSingmg Bush Lark (872) artd Small SkyUrt (907, 90^ qq.v. 1" 
,e recorded ease presence oPi elIo« -eyrd Babbler in an apparently umilciv 
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locality in Kutch initially suggested by this lark’s vocal mimicry Icadii^ 
to subUquent confirmation (SA). 

rooD. Weed seeds and insects. 

voicx and caixs. Song — delivered in soaring, hovering, wandering 
flight — almost identical with that of' Singing Bush Lark (872) q.v. Of 
similar pattern and only slightly inferior, -if at all, to the spirit^ melody 
of the Sk>'Iark, also embracing the same rapid succession of mimicked calls 
of other birds. 

breedino. Season, overall March to September, chiefly May to August. 
jVest, site, and eggs (c/2 or 3, rarely 4) as in 901 ; the last smaller and some- 
what more finely stippled \vith bro\sTi. Average size of 50 eggs 19*9 X 14*6 
mm (Baker). Breeding biology as in 899. 

Mcszu>« Diackosb, Differs from Malabar Crested Lark (901) in being smaller, 
with the underparts darker and more rufous, without the whitish abdomen. Streaking 
on breast sparser and narrower. . 

KEASUREME^en 



^Vmg 

BUI 

(from skull] 

Tarsus 

TaB 

(?(? 

84-92 

18-15 

20-21 

46-54 min 

99 

78-«6 

13-15 

20-21 

43-50 nun 
(SA) 


Wright 5 <? 9 18-22 g(SA). 

cs&tfiAStt ot VARTS. Iris hazcI bTOwn. Bill pale, flesh edQus, h<<J.wvL 
• on culmcn; mouth {nnldsh yellow. Legs and feet brownish flesh. _ 

Genus Alauda Linnaeus 

AlanJa linnaem, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 165. Type, by original designation 
Alauda arvensis Linnaeus 

' Bill slexider and feeble, more so than in CalandreWt, Nostrils covered by plumriets. 
IVing of 10 primaries: first primary (as.) minute, of variable length in difftprent 
subq>eaes; 2Dd, 3rd and 4th primaries also variable in length, but wing al>va\*s 
short, not readung beyond middle of taOL Itmer secondaries very long, but shorter 
than vdng-tip. Tarsus long and fairly stout; hindclaw very long and nearly straight. 
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903. West Siberian Skylark. Alauda artensis duldrox Brooks' 

Alau d a Dutdvox Brooks, 1873, Stray Feathers 1: 484 (‘Himala>’as and plains of 
North-^V’estcm Punjab *, emended to Djarkent, Russian Turkestan by Vaurie, 
1951, loc. durSU) 

Al a u da cinerauens Ehmrkc, 1904, Jour. f. Om.: 313 (Barnaul, west Siberia) 
Baker, FBI No. 121 1, Vol. 3:315 . 

LOCAi. NASCE. Bharat (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow -h; length r. 18 cm (7 in,). 

TTEU> CHARACTERS. A dark-stTcakcd sandy brown lark, mistakable for 
a pipit but of squatter build and wdth relatively short tail; also with outer 
rcctriccs white. A short crest visible more clearly when raised. Sexes alike. 
Sec Key to the Spcdcs, and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. ^Vintc^ visitor, fairly common and 
abundant between November and March in \Vcst Pakistan and India — 
Baluchistan [valleys and plains: Quetta, Chagai (subspcdcs?), probably 
central Makran], Chitral, Gil^t, Pimjab (NW. frontier districts), northern 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, and western Uttar Pradesh south 
to c. 28“N., Central Nepal — Deccmbcr^(Flcming, 1969, JBNHS 65: 329). 
From plains le\*cl to c, 1500 m in wntcr; c. 3000 m and higher in summer. 
Affects grassy meadows and the neighbourhood of cultivation. 

Exiralimital. Western Siberia, SE. Russia . . . south along the borders 
of Russian Turkestan through w’cstem and central Altaic ^vestcm Tien Shan 
and Pamirs to N. Afghanistan. (For detaib sec Vaurie, 1959, 2 : 55-6.) 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the Small Skylark (907, 
908), but song louder and more musical. Gregarious in winter; often large 
flocks. In song-flight docs not hover with continuous qun-cring wing-beats 
like A, gulgula but with intermittent momentary pauses, more rcminisccni 
of Sand Lark {Calandrella rajetal, 891). 

BREEDING. Extralimltal. No authentic record of ncstii^ within our limits. 
A full fledged young obtained by Fulton at c, 3300 m in Chitral in June 
(Perreau, JBNHS 19: 916), but no other evidence. ‘All records of any 
arvensis breeding in Baluchistan arc erroneous ’ (Ticchurst, ibid. 31 : 874). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Species. Besides the longer wing-tip A » 
arrensis differs from A. gulgula in haring much more spotting on the breast. 


Key to the Species 

Fifth primary falls short of tip of wing by more than 5 mm. , . . 

A. arrensis 

Fifth primary falls short of tip of wing by less than 5 mm. . . . 
A. gulgula 


Alauda arvense Linnaeus 
. Key to tke Snbspeoes 

Upperpaxts paler, more sandy A. a. duleirox 

•Uppcrparti darker, less sandy A. a. (ontarella 

Cf. Vaurie, C., 1951, BuU. Amer, Mus. A'cL /Tut. 97: 510. 
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5 tJ'cJ’ 

1 14-120 

15-16 

24-25 

66-76 mm 

9 99 

104-120 

14-16 

24-25 

61-70 mm 


(HW) 

colours of BARR PARTS. Iris hazel or dark bro^%'n. Bill: upper mandible homy 
brown; lower yellowish homy. Legs and feet fleshy brm^'n or yellowish brown. 


LARKS **3 

903a. Caucasian Skylark. Alauda arvensis canlarella Bonaparte 

- Alauda eantardla Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av. 1 : 245 (Central Italy; restricted 
to Gubbio in the Roman Apennines by Mcincrlzhagcn, 1951) 

Alauda arvensis annenicus Bogdanov, 1879, Trudy Obshestva Fstest. Imp. Ka^n 
Univ. 8 (4) : 74 (Akhalzykh, Tlflis, Transcaucasia) 

Alauda suhtUis Ehmckc, 1904, Ann. Hist.-Nat, Mus. NaU. Hungarici 2: 301 (Pod- 
gorica, Montenegro [Titograd, Yugoslavia]) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
FUte 64, fig. 23 
t-OCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd- 
siEE. sparrow +; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 
field CHARACTERS. As of 903, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor. Possibly more frequent 
than the only two specimens collected in W. Pakistan (BahawaJpur, feb- 
ruary)F would suggest, but overlooked amongst duldrox. 

£xtralimital. Southern Europe from Spain .cast^vard through the Balkan 
Peninsula, Greece and Bulgaria to Crimea, Caucasus, Transcauc^a, 
uorthem Iran, etc. For details sec Vaurie, 1959, 2: 55. 
general habits, food, VOICE and calls. As in 903. 
breeding. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Slightly darker than duldrox, less sandy in fresh plunmgc. 
*^AS0REUENT3 


Wing 

BDl 

Tail 


(from skull) 


115 

15 

70 nun 

108 

14 

67 mm 



(HIV) 


oouJuRs OF bare parts as in 903. 


Alauda gulgula Franklin 


Key to the Subspecies 

A Bdly white; pale rufous wash across chest and flanks; uppciparts pale 

grey ji. g. vtamspieua 

B Belly rufous; darkest and most richly coloured on upperparts. \Ving 

male e. 91-102; female 88-92 mm A. g. eusiraUs 

C Bdly rufous; upperparts not so dark as nexL ^\lng averages smaller; 

male e. 88-95; female 82-89 mm .'. A. 'g.gulgtda 

^ Bdly white or paler than last two; upperparts darker above than last 
but not So dark as australis. \Vmg averages larger; male c. 96-105; 

female 90-99 mm A.g. c em^ 

^ heavily streaked and much grey er B, C, or D 

' 'Wing averages larger: male e. 101-112; female 92-101 mm 

A. g. iaopinOta 

2 Similar in coloration to last except in fresh plumage when it is a little 

“**!**■ ussd sHghUy more rufous. 4Ving averages smaller; male e. 
*^108; female 92-96 mm A.g. liamarum 

8enljfied tarficr as A a. Swinhoc {WtuWer, JBNHS ■42:729-30). 


Page 

44 
47 
46 

43 

45 

r44 


44 ALAUDIDAE 

Geographical variation in this species is clinal and single specimens notoriously 
difficult — often impossible — to identify subspeofically. Series in comparable 
plumages arc not usually available, hence there has been much confusion In pub- 
lished literature concerning the taxonomy, nomenclature and ranga of the various 
races. The present arrangement also will doubtless need minor readjustments as 
more precise knowledge becomes available. 

904. Turkestan Small Skylark. Alauda gulgula inconspicua Severtzov 

Alauda inctmspicua Severtzov, 1873, Vertik. TurkesL Zhbutn.: 142 (Turkestan) 

Alauda guJgida punjaubi 4VhistIer, 1936, Jour, ^mbay naL Hist. Soc. 38: 767 
(Ferozcporc, Sutlej River) 

Baker, FBI No. 1219, Vol. 3: 322 

LOCAL NAMZS. Bkordt, Chdndiil (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow -hriength c. 17 cm (61 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in thc nominate race (907), q.v.* Sec Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident, subject to locnl migratory’ 
and nomadic movements. Baluchistan (brccdii^ below c. 2000 m), Sind, 
Gujarat (including Kutch and Saurashtra), Rajasthan, Hary’ana, and east- 
ward through southern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar to about long. (Dlna- 
porc), intergrading marginally with adjacent populations. Affects open 
grassy and cultivated areas, 

Extralirmta!. Iran, Afghanistan, Transcaspia and Russian Turkestan. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 907. 

BREEDING. Seoson (in Baluchistan), May-Junc. A'rr/, site, rggx (normally 
c^3), and breeding biology, as in the nominate subspcdcs. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from A. g. gulgula (907) in its markedly paler colora- 
bofl:. zbwe asri bekwe, in flesh, ai well as wora plumage, dfeoc, pale flmg.es 
to feathers of upperparts colder in tint ; dark central streaking narrower and less 
intense. Below, buff not extending from breast to vent, but largely replaced by white 
on abdomen. Size slightly larger. 

measurements 

\Mng BUI 

(from skull) 

fd'd' 90-101 16-17 mm 

V 9 86-98 15-17 mm 

(HIV. CBT) 

Wdghl 19 (Pc? 24-30; 7 9 9 24-29 g (Paludan, Afghanistan). 4 (? 9 24-30 g 
(SA., Bharatpur). ' 

coLOulls OF BARE PARTS. As in 907 and other races. 

905. Kaskssir Small Skylark. Alastda gulgula Ihasnarwn 
R. & A- Mcmenzhagen 

Alauda emnsis Ikanurrum R. & A. Melnert zh agen, 1926, BulL BriL Om. 

CL 46; 100 (Ladak) 

Alauda guttata Brooks, 1872, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 41: 84 (Kashmir) 
rue Alauda guttata Lafrcsna)*c, 1839, Rev. ZooL: 259 
Baker, FBI No. 1214, VoL 3: 318 

LOCAL NAMES. Bharat (Hindi); Dider, Dtdru (Kashmiri). 

gyr. Sparrow -f-; length r. 17 cm (61 in.). 
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mxD CHARACTERS. As in the nominate race (907), q.v. Sec Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTiuBOTiON and HABITAT. Resident, subject to seasonal local 
migratory and nomadic movements, alritudinal as well as spatial. The 
\vcstcm Himalayas in Gilgit, Baltistan, Ladakh, Zaskar, rest of Kashmir, 
Himachal Pradesh (Spid, l4nd), ^rhwaJ, Kumaon and Nepal (winter 
visitor to the Valley). Breeding in summer c. 1600 m in KashimV up 
to c, 4300 m in Ladakh (Indus, Nuhra, Dras and Suru valle>*s}. Affects 
grassy margs, upland pastures, newly ploughed fields and culdvalion, etc. 

ExtraUrmUd. Pamirs. 

CEHERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 907. 

BRESDiKc. SeasoUt May to July. Kest and eggs (c/3 or 4) as in the nominate 
race. Average size of 41 eggs 23*1 X 16*3 mm (Osmaston). Site usually 
a grass meadow or a lucerne or young barley fidd. 

Museum Diaokoss. Similar to A. g> gulgula (907) but larger, darker, and less 
rufous on the upperparts. Spotting on breast larger, more blackish and Avith a 
tendency to coalesce at the sides in a large black spot Differs irdm inrmspieua (904) 
in bdng darker, browner and less sandyj more heavily and broadly dark^str^ed 
on the upperparts. 

jOAsdREJorm 

Wing BiU 

(from skull) 

cJ'tJ' 9&-108 13-16 mm 

9 9 93—97 14-15 mm 

<HVN^ 

oOLOuas 07 BARE PARTS. As in 907 and other races. 


906, Tibetan Small Skylnrlc. Alauda gulgula inopinala Bianchi 

Alcudajepornca "Bianchi, 1905, Ann. Mus. St Petenbourg 

9: 24, 30, 31 (Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 1212, Vol. 3: 316 

tA>CAL NAUss, Cho~Tw, Xcm-ekt = * sky bird ' (Tibet). 

size. Sparrow -h; length c. 17 cm (6 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in the nominate race (907), q.v. Sec Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, msTRiBunoN and habitat. Breeds in SE. Tibet and NEFA (?). 
Winter visitor to Nepal, Daqceling dist (northern W. Bengal), Sikkim, 
Bhutan, northern Assam plains. Affects upland pastures,, moist grassland, 
and cultivatioEu 

Extralimital. Northern Kansu, southwestward through Tsinghai and 
Sikang (south to northern Yunnan) to S. Tibet. In winter also to N. Burma 
(Vaurie). 

GENERAL HASm, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. 'As in 907 . 

BREBoiKo. ERtralimital. As in 905 and other i^ces. 

Museum Diaonoss. Larger than Uiamanm (905) and duller, less dark and rufous 
Jn fresh plumage. 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bdl Tail 

(from skull) 

8 102-108 15-16 60-68 'mm 

3 9 9 96-99 15-16 54-60 mm 

(Kinncar, BB) 

cot.ouRS OF BARE PARTS. ' As in 907 and other races. 


907. Indian Small Skylark. Alauda gtdguJa gvlgula Franklin 

Alauda gidgula Franklin, 1831, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 119 
(The Ganges between Calcutta and Benares) 

Baker, FBI No. 1215. Vol. 3; 319 
Plate 64, fig. 22 

LOCAL KAViES. BhSmt (Hindi) ; JhUnli AAdroi (Bengali) ; BarSux pitta (Xdugu); 
VSnotnbSdi kururi (Tamil) ; Gemaritta (Sinhala). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, brown, each feather centred blackish and 
edged tawny. An indistinct tuft on crown, visible more clearly when partially 
erected. Below, pale fulvous-buff; darker fulvous on breast, faintly streaked 
and spotted with blackish. Sexes alike. See Museum Diagnosis. 

Doubtfully distinguishable from Siberian Sk>’lark (903), but is slightly 
smaller with the markings on breast less prominent and outer rcctricci 
rufecent-w'hitc contra pure svhite. When crest invisible can be told from 
Indian Pipit (1859, 1860), also confusingly similar, by the lark's somewhat 
dumpier build, relatively shorter tail, and more crouching stance on 
ground. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident; subject to some seasonal 
local movements. Peninsular India south of the range of inconspicuis (ex- 
cluding that of australis, q.v.), i.c. from northern Maharashtra (r. 20®N.) to 
Mysore, east through Tamil Nadu, Andhra, Madhya Pradesh, Orfisa, 
Bihar (cast of r. 85®E.), Nepal (Plcming & Traylor, 1951, Fteldta^, Zoot, 
35: 474), West Bengal, Assam and East Pakistan ; plains and foothills. Also 
Ceylon, in the low country. Peripheral intergrading with adjacent popula- 
tions renders exact boundaries undefinable. Affects damp open grassland 
on the edge of tanks and jhccls, young wheat fields and ground crops 
(lucerne, gram, vetches, etc.), stretches of rank grass bordering salt pans 
and tid^ mudflats in coastal tracts ; even maid^ and playing fields in 
built-up urban localities. 

ExtralimitaL Northern Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in fivos and threes or small scattered parties 
running about on grassland in short spurts with the typical crouching 
gait of larks. When approached, squats tight making full use of its oblitera- 
tive coloration, springing up suddenly when almost trod upon, to fly 
away with its characteristic fluttering undulating flight. The skylark'*! 
chief claim to distinction is in its remarkably lively, beautiful and sustained 
aerial song. It is delivered by the male chiefly in the breeding season but 
sporadically also throughout the year. From a perch on a clod or stone, 
The bird soan almost vertically up on rapidly quivering wings — legs 
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dangling loosely below — singing as he mounts higher and higher till al- 
most lost to sight. He remains suspended in the heavens more or less 
stationary at this pitch, hovering on vibrating wings and wafted here and 
there by the irind, while he continues to pour forth an unbroken torrent 
of spirited loud and clear melodious irarbling. This exuberant performance 
may last for over ten minutes without an instant's p^usc; at the end of it 
the singer closes his wings and drops like a stone for some distance, opens 
them out to hover a tittle, drops once more, and so on step by step, until 
when within a few' metres of the ground he flattens out at a tangent and 
lightly comes to rest near the starting-point. Several birds frequently per- 
form over the same bit of grassland as if in vocal rivalry. Snatches of the song 
sometimes also deUvered from a perch on a clod or stone. Both song-flight 
and song very similar to those of Singing Bush Lark (872) and Sykes’s^ 
Crested Lark (902) and may be easily confused with cither when the bird 
is soaring aloft. 

VOICE and calls. Song as above — a sustained, continuous, melodious 
warbling, interlarded (perhaps less freely than in the other two) >\Tth con- 
vincing mimicry of the calls of numerous other birds. 

FOOD. Weed seeds, tiny root bulbs and insects; frequently some grit 
present in stomachs. 

BREEDING. Season, overall March to Augrist, principally April, May and 
June. AVjf, a cup-like scrape or depression in theground lined with grass, under 
shelter of a clod or grass-tuft in culthation or grassland. Eggs, 3, sometimes 
2 and rarely 4, rather variable in colour, usually gre^dsh- or yellowish white 
densely and finely spotted with yellowish brown, or purplish brown.' Average 
size of 65 20*6 X 15*3 mm (Baker). Both sexes share all the domestic 

chores. Pcri<^ of incubation undetermined. 

Museum Diacnosb. SeckcystotheSpecicaandSubspeaes^andFicldCharactef!; 
fen: drtaili of plumage Baker, loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skuU) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’d' 

87-93 

14-16 

22-26 

49-56 mm 

99 

82-88 

13-15 

21-25 

49-51 mm 


(mv) 

COLOURS Of BARE PARTS. Iris hazel brown. Bill: upper mandible homy brown, 
jovrer pinkish flesh; mouth pink, or j'eUowbh flesh. X.cgs, feet, daws brownish flesh 
colour. 


908. hfilgiri Small Skylark. Alauda gulgula australis Brooks ^ 

Alauda cistrelis Brooks, 1873, Stray Fcaihen 1 ; 486 (Ooucamund, Nilgiris) 
Baker, FBI No. 1216, Vol. 3: 320 

local names, Bhdrdt (Hindi); Bh&rdla pitta, Alala pidtiid (Tclugu); Vduimbddi 
^riin (Telugu); VdaoupStikkili (Malayalam); Oostaritli (Smhala). 

FIELD characters. As in 907, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis, 

STATUS, DtsTRiBUnoN and HABITAT. Resident. Nilgiri, Palni and assodalcd 
UUs, Kerala, and Ceylon in the HUl zone of Central and Uva Provinces. 
From the coastal plain (m Kerala) to at least r. 1600 m. Two spedmens 


identified from Hyderabad and Chanda in south Deccan (Whistler, 
JBNHS 36: 913-14). Affects damp gra^' tank margins, rolling doT^ 
and grass)' rounded hilltops, e.g. in NAgiris, Kerala, Ce>-lon; cultivation 
environs, dry paddy stubbles in coastal and backwater areas (Kerala). 

GENERAL HABm, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 907 and other raco. 

BREEDING. Seoson, chicfly November to April/May; in Ceylon lAicfiy 
March and April. Xest, site, and c^s (normally c/3) and breeding biology 
- as in the nominate race. Average size of 20 eggs 21 *7 X 15*9 rom (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate gulgula (907) in bring larger and 
darker, wth the uppciparts brighter and more rufous; from ineonspieva by darker 
coloration. 


MEASUREMENTS 


99 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 


(from skull) 


90-102 

14-17 

22-26 

84-93 

13-17 

22-25 


Tan 

49-56 mm 
48-54 tsvm 
(HIV, SA) 


a^LOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 907 and other races. 


909. Ynanan Small Slcylarlc. AliaJa gulgula nmajri Mayr 
erz^A Mayr. I WI, Ibir: 375 (CJiMgyinlchu, Barms-Yunnaa bonier) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

24>CAL NAMES, Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow'; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 

rau> cHARACTaw. As in 907, q.v. Sco Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, Dunununon and habitat. Winter visitor? Eastern Bhutan and 
NEFA in the hills abos-c c. 1600 ro. 

&lra/imilei. Southern Tibet, northern Burma, Yunnan. 

CENEKAI. HABITS, FOOD, votCK and CALLS. Presumably as in 907 and 

E.’ttrah'mital? Not recorded. May breed in the Assam hills 

north of Brahmaputra river. - . 4 ..„t 

Museum Diacnosu. A very dark and ncldy coloured race vntb broad and heavy 
nariongi, darker and more rufous than Viemanan or hop'mata (Vaurie). 
measurements 

Tail 


o’’ o’ 
0 9 


Wins 

Bill 

Tamis 


(from skull) 


96-103 

14-16 

25-27 

90-93 

r. 15 

25-26 


5S-68 nun 
54-65 mm 
(SA, Msyr) 


Weight 4 d'd' 27-33: 2 9 9 29, 29 g (SA). 
coLouas or aure tjiKTz. Not rceoided. Doubtltm as in 907. 

Family Hirukdikidae : Su-allovrs 
For diaraetcrs and other particulars see Baler, E-dS., ) 920, FBI 3 : 225 ; ThoeMOo, 
. L. (cd,), 1964, A'rai DUt. Binh. London & Nevi Yori (Arlide ‘ Swallow ■); Van 
rne. J. & Berger, A. J., 1959: 503; Wtherby tt tl., 1938, 2; HS. 

Cf. Mayr. E. (m Mayr, E., &. Bond, J.), 1943, /Ks B5: 354-9; Vaune, C., 1951, 
nrr. Mur. AVri/., No. 1529; 1-47, 
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SWALLOWS ' 


49 50 ' HIRUNDINIDAE 


' . Key to the Genera 


A Tanua and toes feathered - .'.Deliehon 

B Tarsus and toes bare, or with a tuft of feathers only 
a Upper plumage unglossed brown; taU-fcathcrs without spots Ripcria 
b Upper plumage glossy blue-black; tail with or without spots, or 
unglossed brown with tail-spots Hlrmio 


page 

73* 

49 

52 


Genus Riparia Forster 

Riparia Forster, 1817, Syn. Cat. Brit. Bds.: 17. Type, by monotypy, Hinaido 
Linnaeus 



Bill short, wide at gape, fiat and triangular. Tarsi bare or 
merely with a single small tuft of feathers on the posterior edge. 
Tail forked in varying degree, nc\’er very deeply. Plumage pale 
and dull; tail-feathers never spotted wth while. Nests in holes 
(burrows) in vertical earth banks. 


X c. I 


Key to the Specie^ 


A tuft of feathers behind tarsus; a well-defined collar across 
breast .R ripanti 

Tanus quite bare; collar across breast obsolete or absent.... 
R.paludUola 

Riparia riparia (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspeciea 

Paler; edgings to wing-quills sandy grey .' R.t^ dilula 

Darker; edgings to wing-quills whiter and more conspicuous., 
; R.t. ijimat 


Page 

49 

51 


910. Siberimi Collared Sand Martin. Riparia riparia diluta 
(Sharpe & Wyatt) 

CetiU dilala Sharpe & Wyatt, 1893, Monogr. Hirund. 1: 63 (Chimkent north of 
Tashkent) " 

ColjU subsoecaUt Adams, 1859, Proc. Zool- Soc. London: 176, nomen nudum. (Quoted 
in synonymy of Riparia sinensis by Horsficld & Moore, 1854) 

. Riparia riparia plumipes Zarudny, 1916, Mess. Om.: 34 (Turkestan) 

Riparia riparia tndica Ticehurst, 1916, Ibis: 71 (Jhclum, Punjab) 

Riparia riparia taezanowskii Stegmann, 1925, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sci. URSS., 
scr. A: 39 (Sidemi, near Vladivostock) 

Riparia riparia tibetana Stegmann, 1925, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sd. URSS., 5 cr. 
A: 39 (Dza Chu R, Sikang, restricted by Mcise, 1937, Jour. f. Om. 85: 575) 

Baker. FBI 1143. Vol. 3: 232 
Plate 65, tjg. 2 
LOCAL HAVE. AbSbU pokt {Slnd)» 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A Small swallow, smoky grey-brown above, darker 
on wing- and tail-quills, Be/ou;, 'white, with a broad smoky grey band across 


breast; sides of neck, throat and flanks more or less suffused wth smoky 
grey. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Feathers of upperparts conspicuously edged with 
pale rufous; chin and throat fulvous, 

STATUS, msTRiBunoN^ and habitat. Widely but sporadically distributed; 
partly migratory, partly resident; subject also to considerable local move- 
ments as yet little understood. Baluchistan, Sind, N\V. frontier districts of 
West Pakistan, Kashmir, Ladakh (?), Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh, Nepal (?), Bihar, northern West Bengal and Bhutan ; plains level 
to c. 4500 m. Bre^ over most of this range. Affects the neighbourhood of large 
streams and rivers \rith vertical earth cUffs affording potential nesting sites. 

Extralimital. SW. Siberia,' E. Iran, Afghanistan, Russian Turkestan, NE. 
China, Burma, etc. (For details see Vauric, 1959, 2: 4.) 

GENERAL HABITS. Highly grcgarious. Keeps in large flocks of 50 to a 
hundred birds or more, often in association \vith Cliff and other s^vallows 
and swifts. Huge congregations collect at reed-bed roosts (sometimes shared 
\rith strallows) and for colonial nesting. The birds fly about individually 
and in scattered parties, sometimes quite high up in the air, hawking insects 
in open riverain tracts, by marshes and tanks, or above fired grass fields. 
Commonly seen perched in long close-packed rows along telegraph wires > 
sunning and preening themselves in the morning. 

FOOD. Insects: Diptera and small beetles (Coleoptcra) etc, taken on 
the wing. 

VOICE, aod OAU£. Wheo arovind nest coloo.y, a. hard ret or 6mC. 

Song, a short grating twittering. 

BREEDING. Scoson^ Novcmbcr to May, chiefly February to April. 
a pad of dry grass, straw and roots lined with a few feathers. Placed at the 
end of a horizontal tunnel often a metre or more' deep; in large colonies, 
often a hundred holes or more honeycombing steep sandy banks of rivers; 
sometimes in. company with Bank Mynas. An occupied colony presents a 
scene of great bustle and activity, the birds clinging to the cliff face or 
fluttering outside the holes, constantly coming and going and flying around 
uttering twitters and chirrups. Eggs, 3> or 4, glossless jure white, small 
replicas of those of the House Martin {Delichon), Average size of 40 eggs 
16 '5 X 12*1 mm (Baker). Both sexes partake in digging the tunnel and 
incubation. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diacsosis. See Field Characters and Key to Subspecies; for det^ls 
of plumages and morphology, (also biononucs) of the extralimital nominate race — 
which is darker on iheiinderparts and with a more clear-cut breast-band — Witherby 
etal., 1938,2:239-42. 

UEASUREMESTS 

\Ving Bill 

(from feathers) 

d'ri' (99) 102-108 \ 

9 9 102-108 J ° 


t yt • •# • t---* 

cpUct • • • • 

sped— . • • 

OT confusion and ambiguity. 


Tarsus Tail 

f. 10 46-51 mm 

(Baker, SA) 

I* - I '^methodical 
■ • I I* of the two 

• *■< * a good deal 


SWALLOWS 


51 52 


- HIRUNDINIDAE 


We!8htl8(?9 10-14 (av. 11-3) g — SA. 3 I4-15-, 2 9 9 14, 15 g (Palu- 

dan, Afghanistan). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brown. 

/ 

'911. Eastern Collared Sand Martin. Riparia riparia ijimae (Lonnberg) 
Clivicola riparia ijimae LOnnberg, i908. Jour. CoU. Sci. Tok^'o 23 (14): 38 
(Tretia Fadi, Sakhalin) 

Baker, FBI No. 1147, Vol. 3: 234 
local names. Not recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 
field characters. As in 910, q.v, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Not 

uncommon but sporadic. Resident and partly 
migratory. Assam and adjoining areas of East 
Pakistan (Sylhet); NEFA (?); Nagaland (?), 
Manipur. Affects open riverain tracts with 
vertical sandy banks to the streams. 

Extralirmtal, Transbaikalia cashvard to Amur- 
land and N. Japan. In wnter Thailand, Burrna, 
Indochinese countries, etc, (For details sec 
Vauric, 1959, 2: 3.) 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS, As 

in 910. 

BREEDING. Season, in Assam October-Novem- 
ber with a recrudescence in March and April. 
^est and eggs (c/4-6) as in 910. Average size of 
20cggsl7*5 X II *9 mm (Baker). Baker found 
X r, 1 specits of Rij>ario nesting in \be banks of 

r.:*. t . • . . Brahmaputra river at Drbrugarh, but each spo* 

entirely to itself and he never noted mixed colonics. 

Mram, DiACNoffl. S« Key to the Sutepedee. 



“EASURtJCXTS 

Wing 

c?'9 99-107 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 910. 


BUI 

(from feathers) 
c. 5-6 


Tarsus 


c. 12 


Tafl 

49-52 mra 
(Baker) 


912. Indian Greythroated Sand Martin. lUparia paladkola ckinensis 
Q.E. Gray) 

Zool- 1 (2). pi. 35, fig. 3 (Chma) 
Honfield, 1839, Proc. ZooU Soc. London: 156 (A=nm) 
UmeoU hUeariiefa Zarudny. 1910, Om. Monatsb. 18: 147 {Termez) 
Baker, FBI No. 1148. Vol. 3: 235 
Plate 65, fig. 3 

“>CAL NAMES. AhSli, AmU (Hindi); ,\ekud (Bengali). 

SIZE- Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (41 in.). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar to 910 but somewhat smaller and without 
the dark breast-band. 

Adult. Above, greyish bro^vn, rather darker on crown and paler on rump; 
wing-quills and tail darker browm. Below, chin to lower breast smoky grey; 
rest of underparts while. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Feathers of upperparts, wings and tail broadly 
margined >vilh pale rufous. Grey of throat and breast paler. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to local movements. 
Indian range largely overlapping that of Collared Sand Martin (910, 911), 
but see footnote imdcr 910. West Pakistan (Baluclustan, Sind, Punjab) 
and northern India from the Himalayan foothills including Nepal (tcrai, 
Kathmandu Valley, etc.), Bengal duars, Bhutan foothills (?) ; south through 
Rajasthan, Gujarat and Maharashtra to Bombay, Nasik, Satara (r. 18^N.), 
etc., cast through Madhya Pradesh and Orissa to Assam and East Paldstan. 
Affects riverain tracts 'with vertical sandy banks along the streaim, and 
alluvial cliffs — potential nesting-sites. ^ 

Extralimital. Russian Turkestan, E. Afghanistan, Burma, N. Thailand, 
S. Yunnan, the Indochinese countries, Formosa and N. Luzon. Resident 
or w’andcring locally (Vauric). Other races in Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in CoUarcd Sand Martin 
(910), q.v. 

BREEDING. Stoson, ovcT most of its Indian range October to February. 
* Rarely, as in Assam, a second brood may be raised in April and May * 
(Baker). A'iuf and eggs (c/2-4; in Assam 5-6) as in 910. Average size of 100 
eggs 17 X 12 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnosb. Sec Key to the Speda. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

ffimm skull) 

(^9 90-96 C.8 10-11 

Wright I (Ji 10; 2 9 9 9*5, 10 g (GD). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brown. 

• Genus Hirundo Linnactis 

Hirundo Linnaeus, 1 758, S}**!. NaL, ed. 10, 1 : 1 9 1 . Type, by subsequent designation, 
Hirundo rvstica Linnaeus 

CecTVpir Boie, 1826, Isis (10), coL 971. Type, by subsequent designation, Hirundo 
cepensis Gmelin «= Hirundo cuaiUata Boddaert 

Pt^onopTcgne Rdchenbadi, 1850, Syst. Av., PL 67, fig. 6, Type, by mcnotyp)', 
Hirundo rapestris Scopoli 

Erimnocfietidon Walden, 1876, IKs; 356. Type, by subsequent designation, Hirundo 
eorxtAor Sykes (Baker, 1930, FBI 7: 255) 

Comprises the true swtiIIows. BM short, ViTde at gape, flat and triangular. Tani 
and feet unfealhered. IVlnp very long and pointed reaching beyond angle of tail- 
fork. In the majority upperparts deep glossy steri-blue and tall deeply forked, the 
lateral pair of rectriccs greatly elongated, with the tcnninal half attenuated. In some 
(Crag Martins) upperparts dull brown and tail nearly square or only slightly forked 
as in Riparia but always showing white spots on rect i iees. Neats binlt of mod, attached 
to substrate. 


Tail 

37-45 mm 
(SA, GD) 
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SWALLOWS 


53 ^ 54 


HIRUNDINIDAE 


Key to the Species 

I Upper plumage unglossed brown 
A Chin and throat streaked or spotted 

1 Tail over 50 mm; under tail-covcrts much darker than ab- 


domen H. rvpatris 

2 Tail under 50 mm; under tail-coverts and abdomen con- 

colorous H. contolor 

B Chin and upper throat unstreaked H. ohsolela 

n upper plumage glossy blue-black 

C Rump blue or brotvn; lower parts not streaked 

3 White spots on tail 

a A complete or semi-complete pectoral band H. ruslka 

b No trace of pectoral band 

i Chin, throat and forencck white H. mithii 

ii Chin, throat and forencck chestnut H. tohitiea 

4 No white spots on tail; chin, throat and breast profusely streaked 

with blackish H.ftuvxcola 

D Rump chestnut; lower parts streaked 
^ 5 Shaft-streaks on rump absent or obsolete; lower parts decidedly 

tinged with rufous with fine striations H. dauriea 

6 Shaft-streaks on rump distinct; lower parts nearly white with ' 
coane striations H. striolaia 


Page 


53 

55 

56 


56 

63 
61 

64 

66 
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913. Crag Martin. Hirundo rupestris Scopoli 

Hirundo rupestris Scopoli, 1796, Annus I, Hist. Nat.: 167 (Tyrol) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 149, Vol. 3: 236 

Plate 65, fig. 5 

LocAi. NAMES. Not rccoidcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow; c. 14 cm (5^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Vcr/ like Dusky Crag Martin (914), q.v. Slightly 
larger and paler (ashy brown) above, with much paler (almost whitish) 
underparts and blackish under tail-coverts, clearly contrasting in overhead 
flight. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature) has feathers of upperparts margined with rufous. 
Entire underparts pale dull rufous. (For details see Museum Diagnosis.) 

Status, distribution and habitat, A montane form, breeding in the 
Himalayas in West Pakistan (Rawalpindi and Peshawar dists.), and through 
Chitral, Gilgit, Ladakh, Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Garhvval, Kumaon, 
Nepal, Sikkim (?), and Bhutan, between 1600 and 5000 m. Also in north- 
ern Baluchistan (Quetta and Ziarat dists.) between 2000 and 3500 m. 
Winters throughout the hilly portions of the Indian subregion (Sahyadris 
or Western Ghats, Satpuras, Nilgiris, Palnis and other peninsular hills) — 
south to Mysore and Tamil Nadu; probably also Kerala whence not yet 
recorded. Records from eastern parts of the Peninsula scarce or lacking. 
Aflects grassy hills with crags and precipices; is a regular habilui of ancient 
hill-forts. 


Extralimital. S. Europe, NW, Africa through C. Asia (including Tran and 
Afghanistan) to Manchuria. (For details see Vaurie, 1959, 2: 6.) Not 
recorded in winter in Burma or Thailand. 

MIGRATION. No ringing data. By end of March has mostly departed 
from peninsular India. Arrives in Gilgit and Chitral benveen third \secV 
f March and mid April; remains till October, breeding between c. 1600 
and 4000 m (Scully, SF 10: 100; Fulton, JBNHS 16: 55; Perreau, ibid 
' 19; 914). 

GENERAL HABITS. In its Winter quarters keeps in loose parlies, filing 
about scattered individually in company with Dusky Crag Martins and 
other swallows around and in the environs of crags and precipices, and 
ancient hill-forts. Flight swallow-Iikc — flaps interspersed >vith sailing 
glides and much agile banking and turning, punctuated by swoops to capture 
. an insect, sometimes from near the ground or (he surface of 'vatcr; also 
drinking thus. Spends most of the day foraging on the wing; rests for sliort 
periods in between on ledges of rocky cliffs or fort walls. Roosts in company 
at night in similar situations. 

FOOD. Dipterous insects, small flying beetles, etc. 

VOICE and calls. A soft low chit~chit uttered at rest and in flight. Song 
not recorded in India. 

BREEDmo. Season^ April to June; at the highest elevations later and up 
to July. similar to the Western Swallow’s (916), a deepish oval s.iucer 
of conglomerated mud pellets collected w’hcn wet; lined ivith grass and 
^ feathers. Attached like a bracket to a rock face, usually sheltered by an 
overhang. Built singly or in small colonies usually on inaccessible rocky 
, cliffs and. the vertical sides of narrow gorges, often directly over a stream. 
Eggs^ 3 or 4, also like Swallow’s — white boldly speckled and spotted with 
pale chocolatc-broivn with a few' underlying purplish grey markings. Average 
size of 20 Indian-taken eggs 21*2 X 14*3 mm (Baker). Both sexes share in 
incubation and feeding the young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum D/acnosis. See Key to the Species. A large white spot on inner web 
of all tail-feathers except the central and outermost pairs. 

Y o u n g (i.nrunafurc). Like adult but upperparts and ali coverts, except primar>‘- 
and undcr-tail, with narrow rufous-ashy tips, more pronounced on rump and upper 
tail-coverts, tips of wing-coverts and tcrtials. White spots on rcctiiccs smaller. 

In contrast with other migratory swallows the adults moult before leaving the breed- 
ing area. For particulars of moult sec Stresemann, E., & V,, 1969, J. Om. 110 (1): 
39-42. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

- (from skull) 

^9 127-134 11-12 11-12 53-57 mm 

(SA) 

Weight 7 ri'Q 17*21 (av. 19) g — Pahidan. 

COLOURS or BARE TARTS. Iris dark brown. 'Pill black. Legs and feet pale fleshy 
brown. 


SWALLOWS 
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914. Dusky Crag Martin. Hirundo concolor concolor Sykes 
Hirundo concolor Sykes, 1833, Proc. Zool, Soc. Ixindon: 83 (Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 150. Vol, 3; 237 
Plate 65, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. ChdlSti dbdbU (Hindi); Katrikoppakshi (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e, 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A sooty browH swallpw with short square-cut tail. 
Underparts only slightly paler than upper; chin, throat and forencck dull 
rufous finely streaked with blackish. A roundish white spot on all tail-feathers 
except the middle and outermost pairs, conspicuous when the bird banks 
or wheels in flight. Sexes alike. 

Similar to 913 but somewhat smaller and with darker underparts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 'Rcsidcnt. Widely but patchily dis- 
tributed, and subject to local ihovements. Along the base of the Himalayas 
and southward through the entire Peninsula to extreme Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala. From Haryana, Rajasthan, N. Gujarat and Kutch, in. the west, 
to Bihar and West Bengal in the cast. Plains and hills to at least 1800 m. 
Affects the neighbourhood of rocky hills with crags and ancient fortifications; 
old buildings, preferably of stone, deserted or occupied, even in the midst ^ 
of noisy populous cities, c.g. Bombay. 

ExiratimUal. A darker subspecies [sintaungensis (Stuart Baker)] in Burma 
and N. Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of the migratory species (913). Usually 
seen in pairs or small parlies hawking insects round crags and old buildings, 
resting hetweenwhUes on. ledges and cornices etc., sometimes even inside 
verandas. Very much at home among rock-cut caves and ancient hill-forts 
(c.g. Ajanta, Ellora, Daulatabad) and old buildings in deserted historical 
cities like Mandu in Madhya Pradesh, and Fatchpur Sikri. 

FOOD, VOICE and calls. As in 913. 

BREEDING. Scoson, varfcs somewhat with locality, but over its range 
covers more or less the entire year except perhaps November and December; 
in two well-marked peaks Fcbruary-March and July-August. Often two 
broods (or more?) raised. JVesif like that of 913 — a deepish ova) saucer of 
mud, c. 12 cm long x 8 cm wide, attached bracketwise to a vertical wall 
or rock face, lined svith fine grass, toiv, and feathers. As a rule single; 
sometimes in a small scattered colony. Built under caver, archiva>'S and road 
culverts, or against rafters in deserted or occupied dwellings, old mosq^ 
and tombs and on ceiling of rock-cut caves as well as on natural dins, 
usually sheltered by an overhang. Same site used in subsequent years, not 
necessarily by same pair. Eggs, 2 to 4, white, minutely spccldcd and spotted 
witli various shades of reddish browTi. Average size of ICO eggs 17*6 X 12'8 
mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in nest-building, incubation, and feeding 
the young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diackoot. See Key to the Species. 

Young (immature). Like adult but upperparts and wings narrowly* margined 
with rufous-grey. Chin and throat paler, and dark streaks absenL 


measureme-vts 

Wing 

0^9 105-113 


Bill 

(from skull) 
9-11 


Tanus Tail 

9-10 42-46 mm 

(SA, HW) 


56 HIRUNDINIDAE 

Weight 4 c? 9 12-14 g(SA). 

COLOURS OP BARE TARTS. Iris bfown. Bill blatkish brown; mouth pinkish grey. 
Legs and feet pinkish brown; claws brown. 


915. Pale Crag Martin. Hirundo ohsoUta pallida (Hume) 
Ptionoprogne Pailtda Hume, 1872, Stray Feathers 1: 1 (Along the Caj... Sindh... 

Kurrachcc’. . . Mekran coast «=» Sind) 

Baker, FBI No. 1151, Vol. 3: 238 

Plate 65, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Sandy version of Dusky Crag Martin (914). 
Above, pale brownish grey; wings and tail darker. Below, rusty cream colour, 
more albescent on chin and throat. Sexes alike. Confusabic with H. rupestris 
(913). Sec Key and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to local move- 
ments. West Pakistan [Baluchistan, Sind (Khirthar range), and Punjab 
in the NW. frontier districts], breeding chiefly in the foothills and higher 
up. Also Kutch (Stoliczka), whence iiowcvcr not recently reported. Affects 
bare hilly country with crags and precipices. 

Extralimiiai E.xtcnds westward through S. Afghanistan and SE. Iran. Other 
races in Iraq, E. Arabia and N. Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 913 and 914, qq.v. 

BREEDING. Season, nest and eggs apparently as in 914, but imperfectly 
known. * Average size off?] eggs lfl*2 X 13*3 mm ’ (Williams, JBNHS 33: 
606). Apparently breeding in Fort Munro and Quetta districts of Baluchi- 
stan, but the records equivocal. May breed in Khirthar hills of Sind. 

Museum Diagnosis. Axillarics .md under wjng-covcrts ashy brown, the latjtr 
with pale lips. Flanks, vent and under tail-covcrts pale brownish grey, the last with 
pale tips. WTiilc ' mirrors ’ on all but central and outer pairs of rcctriccs towards 
the tips. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Dill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

B o'er 

12 9 9 

116-125 \ 
116-123 / 

7-8 

e. 10 

49-52 mm 

(CBT) 

12 ad. <??> 

HB-I25 

— 

— 

— mm 
(Vaurie) 

COLOURS 

or DARE TARTS. 

As in 914. 




Hirundo ruotca Linnaeus 
Key to tlie SaI>.|jecJe. 


A Pectoral band almost complete; cliin and throat chestnut, abdomen 

1 , . .//. f, rustito 57 

pale rufous * . 

B Pectoral band broken ; chin and throat clicalnut; abdomen pracucalJy 
white 

C Pectoral band broken; chin, throat and abdomen deep tiiestnul.... 

H.r.^um ^ 
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916. W^estcrn Swallow. Hirundo ruslica rzislica Unxi 2 .c\is 

' Hins'.da rustica Linnaeus, 1758, S>*st. X*aL, td. 10, 1: I9I (Sweden) 

Hxrjsiio nistica efghsrdca Koclr, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. ^Vashinglon 52: 75 
(Baghlan, Afghanistan) 

Cf. Ticchurst, a B., 1927, JBXHS 32: 349. 

Batcr. FBI Xo. 1 152, Vol. 3: 240 
Plate 65, f.g- II 

LOCAL NAM£S, Abiill (Hindi and Bengali — generally for all sssallows, martins 
and swifts) ; A*c/y (Kashmir) ; Kir kithi, Tcicki (Brahui — Baluchistan) ; Tdei itlatha 
kuriiTi, Add kalian kurud, Tdm~pddi (Tamil); IVcrd kortia (Tclugu); Pera pitto 
(Gondl ; UYAi lildnijd (Slnhala) ; VejalKBli (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow' di, with long forked tail; overall length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Adult. GIoss>' stcel-bluc abovc, palc pinkish w’Hitc 

below' with the t^'pical deeply forked swallow* tail (outer rcctriccs gi^tly 
elongated and attenuated on terminal half). Forehead, chin, and throat 
chestnut, the last bordered below by a blue-black pectoral or breast b^tnd. 
Sexes alike. 

In banking flight white spots on tail-feathers (all but the central pair) 
clearly visible. 



Young (immature) browner, less glossy* above; pectoral band brown; 
chestnut parts much paler. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION* and HABITAT, Bre^ in Baluchistan north and 
west of a line from Gwadar (c. 23*N., 62’E.) to Sibi, Bannu, Cbitral 
(probably also Gilgit and Ladakh), Kashmir (Srinagar Valley), Himachal 
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Pradesh, Garhwal, Kumaon and Nepal (Kathmandu Valley); plains 
and hills to r. 3900 m. Winters (f. Septcmbcr/Ociobcr to -March/April) 
more or less throughout the subcontinent, inlcrmbccd with the eastern 
subspecies guiluralis (917). Indistinguishable from the latter unless in the 
hand, and then only in good plumage. Affects open country*, in the neigh- 
bourhood of rivers, jhccls, cultivation and human habitations. A single 
record from Ceylon (WTiistlcr, 1944: 190). In summer common around 
many w'cst Himala^'an hill-stations and upland villages. 

Extralimitcl. Europe north to bctvs'ecn 60 and 70®X. (including Great 
Britain, Mediterranean countries and islands), and western Asia: Trans- 
caucasia, Asia Minor, Iraq, E. Arabia, Iran, Afgharistan, Russian Tur- 
kestan. (For further details see Vauric, 1959, 2: 9.) 

MIGRATION'. No ringing data. Begins arriving in Baluchistan and over 
most of its breeding range late February /early March, continuing into April. 
Autumn exodus commences by end August; the maiority have departed 
for the wintering grounds' by end September. 

CEN’ERAL HABITS. Highly gTcgarious in winter. WTien first arrived on 
migration, often seen in enormous close-packed svs*arms occupying long 
stretches of scv'cral strands of telegraph wires, vsidely scattered over the 
entire range, sunning themselves in the mornings. The restless congr^ation 
launches out in the air from time to time and gradually returns to the perch. 
Hawks winged insects usually low over meadows, standing crops, reed-beds, 
or open v^'atcr in company witK other swallows and swifts. Flight swift: 
a few rapid \\ing-beats followed by a graceful glide or swoop, with agile 
banking and turning mov'cmcnts. X^osc parties beat back and forth over 
water, almost skimming the surface, with slow deliberate vmg-bcats as they 
fly upwind, scooping up floating insects. At the end of the beat the bird 
wheels round and shoots back non-stop downwind to the starting point. 
The slow* upwind hunt is resumed, taking full advantage of the rcsbtancc 
to scan the surface. In upcountry towns and villages commonly seen hawking 
insects in congested bazaars among the bustling shoppers and trafne, the 
birds shooting up and down at high speed — almost skimming — close 
above the narrow horse-dung littered streets m pursuit of flics and midges, 
(clocked at 25-30 m.p.h.!), twisting and turning adroitly, v\'caving in and 
out amongst tongas, loiterers, sacred cows and miscellaneous obstacles. 
Vast congregations collect to roost in partially submerged reed- and tamarisk 
beds, sugarcane fields, coastal mangroves, and the like, sometimes sharing 
these with wagtails and sand martins. The swallows arrive in the late gloam- 
ing looking like a dense sv\arm of midges, and after milling around high ov'cr- 
hcad for a few moments drop suddenly into the reeds, first by ones and tivos, 
then by scores and hundreds, like thick flurries of falling leaves. 

FOOD. Chiefly midges, gnats and other dipterous insects captured in the 
air or scooped off water; sometimes ants on the ground by alighting and 
shuffling about 

voicx and calls. Pleasant twittering notes uttered on the vs'ing and 
while at perch. Song, a rather feeble musical twittering by male in the 
breeding season, lasting up to 15 seconds or more. 

BREEDING. Seoson, chicfly mid April to end May. Kest^ very' like the Crag 
Martinis: a dcephli saucer of conglomerated mud pellets collected at a 
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puddle while wet, drying to terracotta hardness; sometimes lined with grass 
and straw, and a few downy feathers. Attached like a bracket to a wall 
near the ceiling or side of a beam or rafter within a building, frequcHlly 
a dw’cIUng house or bazaar shop, within arm’s reach of the human inmates. 
In Kashmir a fav’ourite site is ^e beams under the hull of a houseboat just 
above water line. The same site, and often the same nest repaired, is used 
in successive seasons, Eggs^ 4 to 6, white, dotted and speckled with reddish- 
or purplish browm, more densely at the broad end. Average size of 78 
Kashmir eggs 19*6 X 13*7inm (Ostnaslon), Both sexes take partin building 
the nest and feeding the yoimg. Incubation chiefly by female; period 14-16 
da^s. Flying young commonly fed in mid-air. 

Museum Diagnosis. For det^ls of plumages and structure (also bionouucs) 
see W'ithcrb^' et el., 1938, 2 : 22&-33- Differs from the eastern subspecies gutff^elis 
(917) in having the blue-black pectoral band (belovv chestnut of throat) unbroken 
in the middle. Most dependable diagnostic character is the wing length: over 120 
mm e. (usually) under 118 in guiiaralir. 

Young (immature). Like adult but uppciparts, wings, and tail much less 
glossy*; forehead nearly while; chin and throat pale rusty; pectoral band grc^Tsh 
black. Fork of tail less deep. Outermost pair of rectrices always broader than in 
adult. 


MEASUREMENTS 


\NTng Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

d'e? 120-129 10-12 10-13 

9 9 116-128 — — 


Tail 

central outer 
34_46 93-122 mm 

40-48 76-107 mm 


Outermost pair of rectrices usually broader in female than in male but sometimes 
equally narrow. (\Mthcrby) 

Weight 10 o'd' 16-22 (av. 18-1); 699 16-20 (av. 18-3) g (Paludan). 

COLOURS or B-KRE FARTS, Itis dark brovk-n. Bill, legs and feet black. 


917. Kastern Swallow. Hirurjio ntslica galt'jTclis Scopoli 

HhvrJo griterefti Scopoh, 1786, Del. Flor. et Faun. Insubr. 2: 95 
(Xnv Guinea, rTrerr, Panay = Philippines, Hartert, 1910) 

Hirsida rtiitice erdigas Stresemann, 1940, Om. Monatsb. 48: 89 (Sikkim) 
Baker, FBI No. 1153, VoL 3: 241 

LOevL NAMES. As for 916. 

SIZE. SpnrTOW:^;, with long forke^d tail; overall length c. 18 cm (7 in-). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 916, q.v. Subspecies indistingxiishablc in the 
field. See Museum Diagnosis. 

ST.VTUS, DisnoBunoN and habitat. Breeds in the Himalayas from Nepal 
(where it inlcrgrades with nominate noffre) eastward through DaijecUng, 
Sikkim, Bhutan, and NEFA, to c. 3000 m; also in the Assam hills south of 
Brahmaputra river. Winters south to the extreme lip of the Peninsula and 
in Ceylon, largely overlapping the v\intcr ran^ of nuffre. Winters also in 
the X^ccadive, hlaldivT, Andaman and ^«cobar islands. Affects opea 
country — cultivation, jheel environs, coastal backsNaters, etc. 


Extralimital. Breeds in Tibet, Burma {?), China, Japan; winters over 
most of SE. Asia. For particulars see Vauric, 1959, 2: 10. 

mcRATiON. No ringing data in India. Arrives in Mysore and the f4il- 
giris between mid September and first week October (Betts); in Ccy’lon 
from 3rd or 4lh week September (Phillips) ; in the Andamans about 3rd 
week September. Departs from the Andamans in April (Osmaston). 

That our vsinter visitors may also derive from a very* extensive area is 
suggested by the Eastern Swallows ringed in Bangkok City in ‘vsinter from 
a single roosting congregation, recovered in such far-flung places as Siberia, 
North and South Korea, Taiwan and Malaya (McClure, H. E,, 1968, Report 
No. FE-315-2, Migratory' Animals Pathological Survey: 133). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 916. Roosting in vast 
congregations on power transmission wires and pylons in suburban Bombay 
reported (George, P. V.,JBNHS 62 (1): 160). 

BREEDING. Season, May to Junc/July. J^est, (c/4-6) and breeding 
biology' as in 916. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate rzutica (916) in having the blue- 
black pectoral band usually broken in the middle or with the chestnut of throat 
encroaching on it. Best diagnostic diaracier is the shorter wing, usxiellj under 118 
nun. 


Young (immature') recognizable from juvenile nislica, on a series, by the pector a l 
band not being so solidly- dark, and the underparls whiter, not pale buff (TicAunt, 
ft£i 1938: 623). 


MEASUREMENTS 


\Mng 


Bill 

(from skull) 


Tarsus Tail 

central outer 


o'd' 110-123 11-12 9-13 27-46 72-96 mm 

9 9 108-113 n-13 10-13 39-55 67-73 mm 

(S.\, HW-) 

Weight 36 o' 9 (possibly mixed with some rasiiee} 12-20 (av. 16) g — S.A 
COLOURS or B.VRC PARTS. M in 916. 


918. Tytlcris or Chestnutbcllled Swallow, /finculo rustica ^ilmjcrdon 

Ifirurdo TjtJniJcrdon, 1864, Bds. India 2 (3): 870 (Dacca) 

Baker, FBI No. 1154. Vol. 3: 242 
Plate 65, fig. 12 


LOCAL NAMES. As for 916 where applicable. ZAl clcHl (Bengali). 

SIZE. Sparrow with long forked tail; overall length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 
FIELD CHA3LACTERS. As of916, q.v'., but entire undcTparts chcstnut instead 
of pinkish white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, nSTRiBLnoN and H-VSitat. Irregular winter visitor abounding 
in some >*cars, scarce or absent in others — Bhutan, NEFA, Assam, Naga- 
land, Manipur and East Pakistan- Common and regular in winter at ^e 
Salt Lakes near Calcutta along with rusticc and guXliirc/tr (BB). Affects open 
well-watered country*, cultivation, broad sandy riv*er banks, etc. 

Extrclirstal. \S*inters also in northern Burma. Breeds in extreme NE. 
Asia and Kamchatka, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS, As fri 916. On Logtalc T«akr, 
Mampur, large numbers observed in January roosting together with H. r. 
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^tturalb on loosely drifting rafts of srater hyadnth {Eichhonaa) on open srater. 
Hacking insects co mm ence in the misty momiup as soon as there w'as 
sufficient light (SA). 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Breeding biology as in 916, 917. 

Mcseum Diagnosis. See Held Characters and K.cy to the Subspecie. 


\Mng 

<?9 1 15-124 


BiU 

(from skuU) 
10-13 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, As in 916. 


Tarsus 

n-12 


Tan 

central outer 


32-35(41) 74-79(105) mm 
(SA) 


Hiruxdo TAHmcA Gmelin 
Key to the Subspecies 

Upper plumage glossed with purplc-bluc; bill much larger 

- H. /. jsraaca 

Upper plumageglosscd ■with green; bill much small er.../f. t. domiiola 


919. Nilgiri Hons e Swallow. Hinmdo tahitica domuola jerdon 

Hirmdo (/aw/fo/fl jerdon, 1&44, Madras Jour. Lit. Sd. 13: 173 (Nilgiri Hills) 
Baker, FBT No, 1156, Vol. 3: 244 
Plate 65, fig. 13 

LOCAS. ttAMES. (Malayalam); B V&f (Sinhala); Tdm/ddi 

Tald illada kururi (Tamil), 

SIZE. Sparrow — , with deeply forked tail; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Adult. forchcad chcstnut; rest of uppcrpafts, 

including deeply forked tail, black uath a metallic green gloss. BeloiVt chin, 
throat and upper breast chestnut; rest of underparts pale ashy. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; largely sedentary*. Hills of 
south>v*est India from the Nilgiris southward thiDugh Kerala, and Ceylon; 
from c. 700 to 2400 m. In Ceylon \Tsiis the Wet zone foothills to as low as 
300 m when not breeding (Phillips). Affects grassy* hill slopes around tea 
and coffee plantations and the pro.ximity of bungalows, factoiy'shed?, labour 
barracks, etc. ' 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Similar to 916. Parties frequently 
seen perched huddled together on bare upper branches of dead trees in 
clearings^Tame and con6ding, nesting freely within inhabited bungalou-s 
and sheds, flying in and out of verandas and U\’ing-rooins regartUess of 
nois)' inmates and blaring radios. Fljing juvcrulcs fed by parent in mid-air, 
both birds fluttering and halting momentarilj' avhfle food transferred to 
youngster's gape. 

BREEDING. Seoson, fri S. India chiefly March to May; in Ceylon December 
to June, chiefly Febniar)* to April. Aer/, a half-saucer of mud pellets, as 
in 916, attached to u'all or rodc-face, under road culverts or in tunnels; 
most commonly under eaves or against ceiling beams and rafters in houses; 
sometimes two or three nests m the same shed or veranda. Same site and 
nest (repaired if necessary) often used year after year. Eggs, 2 or 3, very 
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like Marlin’s or Western Swallow’s, white, minutcTy snottrd =,.4 

speckled with rarious shades of reddish brown. Average size 50 r-^ 

" “ ncst-bnlLv! “‘cutuS 

and feeding the young. Incubation period undetermined. ^ 

-Museum Diao-nosis. Differs from H. t. (920) in hm-ing a lauDer bffl. 

and upper plumage glossed with green c. purple-blue. 

Young (inunnture). Like adult but uppeipanj less metallic: chestnut forehead 
less defined. Chestnut of chin, throat, and breast softer and paler; rest of undemans 
farnUy u-ashed Mih pinkish svhite. TerUaries and there coverts, and under tah 
ravr^ broadly edged at tips uith pinkish u hite. Outer rectriees blunter at tip than 
in adult, 


SIEASUREMENTS 


'\’ing 


c’9 


99-105 


Bill 

(from skull) 
10-11 


Tarsus 


c. II 


Tail 
(outer) 

44-47 mm 

Breadth of bill at forehead c. 6 mm (Baker). 

COUOURS or B-utE PARTS. Adult. Iris brown. Bill hmwniih black; mouth jeilow- 
ish pink. Legs and feet homy brorra; clarvs like biU. Immature. Iris brorm. 
Bill homy hrotm, yellow near gape; mouth and gape )-eilow. Legs and feet pbiiih 
brown; clav\-s homy brown. 


920. Jasmn House Su-allow. Hirjr.ilo tckttica jeratica Sparrman 

HirvrMjazar.ica Sparrman) 1789, Mus. Carls., fasc. 4, pi. 100 (Java) 

Baker, FBI \o. 1153, \tol. 3: 243 
LOCAL N.vMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow length c. 14 cm (51 in.). 

nELD CHARACTERS. jVs of 919, q.v. Scc Kcy to thc Subspccics, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Breeding, and apparently resident: 
Andaman Islands. Not recorded in thc Nicobars. Affects open country- along 
sea coast. 

ExtrclimlicL Southern Burma from Arakan to Tenassenm. The species 
ranges over Malay Peninsula and Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALis. As In 916 and 919, qq.v. 
BREEDING. Seoson, m Andamans, as yet known, May and June. A'est and 
eggs (c/2-4) as in 919. Built in verandas of houses (PortBJair, Butler, JBNHS 
12: 557) and caves on thc shore (North Button I., Osmaston, ibid. 17: 161). 
Average size 0140 eggs 17*5 X 12 • 7 mm (Baker). 

Musrusi Diac.vosw. See Ke)* to thc Suhspedes. 


MEASUREMENTS 


Wing Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

' (from feathers) 



0-19 97-107 c.10‘5 

c. I0-J2 

— mm 

Breadth of bill at forehead c. 7*5 mm. 


(Baker) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis dark brown. Bill bkact. Leg* and feet brownah 
black. 
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921. Indian Wiretailed Sw*allo%v. Hinaid:> sinilku f.lifera Stephens 

H.(irjndo) Jilifera Stephens, 1825, in Shaw’s Gen. 2ool. 13: 78 (India, ex latham) 
Htrundo smilhi bohri^jkoiiSizt^znovf, 1930, Om. Monatsb. 38: 76 (Tchubek, Bokhara) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 157, Vol. 3: 245 
- Plate 65. fig. 9 

LOCAL nasce:. Leishra (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow* i;; length c. 14 cm (54 in.) excluding tail-wires. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Ad ul I . Glossy stccl-bluc abovc, With a bright chcst- 

nut cap. Readily distinguished from offier sw'aflow’s both at rest and in flight 
by glistening pure white underparts and tw'O long fine ‘wires* projecting from 
t^. Sexes alike, but tail-wires offemalc shorter. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Summcr (breeding) visitor to tlic 
cold-winter parts of W. Pakistan and northern India — northern. Balu- 
chistan, upper Sind, NW. frontier districts, Punjab, Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, etc. Also Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA (?). Normally to 
c. 1500 m in the Himalayas, but has been recorded breeding up to c. 2700 
m, above Chakrata [\^aid, 1 965, Indiart Foresler 9 1 ( 1 1 )J. Resident elsewhere 
in the Peninsula subject to local movements, cast to Assam and E. Pakistan, 
breeding south to N. Kerala (Cannanore dxst.) and the Nilgiris. A straggler 
recorded m Ceylon (Wynell-Mayow', 1966, JBNHS 63: 442). Affects open 
country', culti^'ation and habitations essentially in thc neighbourhood of 
water — rivers, jheels, neseivoirs, etc. 

ExtralimitcL Russian Turkestan, Afghanistan, Burma, N. Thailand, Laos, 
central Vietnam. Nominate smiikii in tropical Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS, Similar to other s^v'alIows, cf. 916, but is morcna^wly 
attached to the ricinity of water; rarely met away from canals, jheels, 
rcscr\’oirs and the like. Loose parties skim thc water surface or shoot along 
close to the ground over adjacent meadoivs or cullh'ation, hawking insect 
prey. Flight swift — a few rapid wing-flaps punctuated with graceful 
swoops and glides and agile turning and banking movements. Roosts in 
partially submerged tamarisk- and rced-bccls in assoaation with wagtails, 
reed w*arblers and other swaIlow3. 

FOOD. Small fl>ing insects, mainly midges, gnats and other Diptcra; 
winged ants and termites, etc, 

VOICE and cl^lls. A cheerful low chit-chit while fi>ing about. Song of 
male, a musical twittering double chirrik-weet, ckirnk-xceet repeated 
two seconds or so from perch near nest. A sharp angry* chichip, chickip, 
reminiscent of wagtail’s, by w*ay of* w-ar cr>* ’ while attacking an intruder, 
c.g. nest-pirating sparrow. 

BREEDING. Scdson, Overall March to September, the principal periods 
-varying locally. jVest, as of Crag Marun or Swallow, an o\al mud saucer 
r. 13 X 8 cm, lined with fine grass and feathers, attached brackchxTSC to a 
vertical surface, e.g. wall or rafter 'in a \xranda, under arch of bridge or 
culvert, or under rock overhang flanking a stream. In thc last situation often 
less thin a metre above the 'water, and frequently in prorimity of nest of 
Large Pied Wagtail which builds in identical situauons. Wet mud collected 
by die birds at a puddle and plastered on substrate xrry gradually, pellet 
by pellet to allow for hardening into a firm foundation; thus nest may take 
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ver a week to complete. Nest usually single; occasionally several close to 
nc another but not clustered. Same site and nest (rcpairwl or rebuilt) used 
ear after year; two, sometimes three, successive broods raised in a season. In 
rban localiucs even occupied nests frequently usurped by House Sparrows. 

3 to 5, very like Western Swallow’s, white or pinkish white minutely 
jcckled and spotted with reddish brown. Average size of 120 eggs 18*4 X 
3-1 mm (Baker). Both sexes partake in building thc nest and feeding the 
oung. Flying young fed in mid-air. Incubation apparently by female 
tone: 14 dr 15 days. Young lca%*e nest on 15lh or I6lh day buUctum to it 
) roost at night until driven off by hostile demonstrations and * war cncs 
r the parents wanliog it for the next brood. 

Museum Diagnosis. Scc Key to Species, 

Young (imraaiurr). Crown paler and b^)^vne^: upperparu dull rooty brown, 
.orring the stedy gloss in patches here and there. No wires in tail. Undeip^ 
sged with fulvous. Fledgeling leaves nest in this dress, which is retained til] it 
loults into adult plumage. 


HEASUREMESTS 


o'a' 

99 


Wing 


113-122\ 

103-116/ 


BUI 

(from skull) 
II-I2 


Tan us 


Ml } 


Tail 

central outer 

(including ‘ wdre *) 
30-36 109-173 mm 

30-36 51-71 mm 

(SA, mv*) 


»t0URS OF BARE BARn,. Iris brown. BiU blackish brown; mouth pale lemon- 
i_... T crsei blackish brown. 


922. Indian Cliff Swallow. Hinada fiivKoIn Slylh 
rJs /teWe BlyUt, 1855. Jour. Asia,. Soe. Bengal 24: 470 (Bondellund rr Jerdon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 1 58, Vol. 3 : 2 46 
plate 65, fig. 17 

MUSE NASOS. A'didr dim (Hindi): BiJkhdd ciiiB (Gujarati). 

-Slit- a very sUghdy forced 
glossy steel-blue with dull chestnut 

ramp. Brto. fulvous white, profusely strealced svrth blacknh 
lead, chin, throat and breast. Sexes alilte. 

'or young see Museum Diagnosis. .i.,,. aotsarently, lii^ 

rATUs, DisTRiBtmos and r^’end ^hruary to 

xtailed SwaUow, a summer (breed^) 

„ember-to cold-ss-iuter areas Vuin-but with 

lia. Elsesvhere 'u -r , fine from about Rawalpiad' 

rked local movements: cMt rnirof^mbay, svith a western 

ough Sambhar Lake (Rajas^) to Eastward 

eion into Saurashria smd S. Kashmi- 

ng thc losvcr Himalaya "P p . ^ (?); and southward through 

G^da and Mirtapur dtsmets, U.P.. Bshar (.], 
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66 


HIRUNDIXIDAE 


the Pdunstila to c, 11°N. (Coimbatore). Not recorded cast of c. 84®E. — 
in Bengal, Assam or E. Palitan. Stuart Balter’s * cast to Sikkim ’ is shown 
to be erroneous (Whistler, JBNHS 36: 841), while its breeding in Balu- 
chistan (Williams, ibid. 33: 606) is incredible and prob^Iy due to mistaken 
identity. Confirmation desirable. One sight record in Cejdon (Phillips, 
JBNHS 47; 740). Affects open country* and culth’adoa in the \ndnity of 
water — rivers, canab, moats, reservoirs, etc, 

Exlrdimld. Eastern Afghanistan. 

OE^*ERAI. HABITS. Highly gTcgarious. Usually keeps in large rabbles, 
hawking midges etc. in dose proxinuty of water along \rith other swallows. 
On wintry monungs often seen sitting in densely packed roiN-s on telegraph 
wires near or over ts*atcr till the sun is well up. .\t one point the congregadon 
suddenly * explodes ’ as to a given signal, and the birds disperse to feed in 
small groups. Flight comparatively feeble and wandering, with fewer glides 
and swoops than in Western Swallow. 

FOOD. Midges, gnats and other dipterous insects. 

VOICE and calls. A sharp Irr, Irr uttered in flight. A t^vitteru^g chirp 
in uneven chorus while clinging outside nest and shivering wings. Song, 
if any, not described. ^ 

Breeding. Seasony in cold-winter northern districts chiefly March to 
June; clseivhcre practically all year with peak periods December to April 
and July to Octo^r. Often two (or three?) successive broods. .Verf, colonial — 
a /arge agglomeration of mud, rerninfscent of an untidy honeycomb or 
a cluster of potter wasp nests — sometimes of a hundred or more * pots * 
fused together, each with a short narrow outwardly projecting entrance- 
tube, 5 to 12 cm long. Egg-chamber cosily lined with grass and feathers. 
The whole mass attached under masonry* bridges spanmng rivers, canals, 
and moats of ancient forts, under gateway arches of archaeological monu- 
ments and the like, usually above or close to w*ater, often within populous 
towns. The same colony, with the nests repaired and some replaced, is 
occupied year after year, the site becoming traditional if left unmolested. 

Breeding biolog>' nee<}s detailed study. Superficial observation suggests 
bolyg>*ny or pronuscuity, many scciningly promiscuous copulations taking 
place on the ground while a part)* is collecting mud at a rain puddle. Two 
cases reported of a large proportion of fledged young in a colony being un- 
accountably found dead within the nests, in cverj* case with the desiccated 
remains protruding from the narrow entrance-hole (Begbic, JBNHS 16:512; 
Young, ibid. 16: 753). 

Parties of some 20 or 30 birds fly out together to collect wet mud pellets, 
and back to the colony. The traffic continues ali day, especially morning and 
afternoon. The returning birds mill around the nests in a jumble, entering 
and Icaring the spouts; how each recognizes its own nest is a puzzle. Kggx, 
generally 3, occasionally 4, w*hite, sometimes smudged with yellowish brown 
or pale sepia spots. Average size of 125 eggs 18*5 X 13*1 mm (Baker). 
Both sexes share in building the nest and feeding the young; apparently 
also in incubation. Period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Kc)* to the Species. 

Young (immature). Head brownish; feathers of mantle margined ivitli rufous; 
of rump and wings with fulvous. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wng 

Bill 

(Irom fealhen) - 

• Tarsus 

TaU 

central outer 


89- ?! 

c. 6 

(from skull) 

9-10 

— 40-44 mm 

(Baker) 

2 (?d' 

93,96 

9 

11 

38 44 mm 


(SA) 

Weiglu 14 (J' 9 8-12 (av. 9- 7) g ~ SA. 

COLOURS or BARI PARTS, Iris brown. Bill black. I.egs and fret blackish brcnMi 
to black. 

Hirun’do DAURiaA LinnaciLs 


Key to the Subspecies 


Pagr 


I Lower plumage pale rufous or albescent rufous 
‘A Rump and upper taiI-co%‘crt5 ofproclically the same colour throughout 

1 Wng mostly 120 mni or over 

a ' Losver parts less heavily streaked; rump umircaktd. ....... 

H. d. dcurlca 66 

b Losver parts more heavily streaked ; rump with faint 

streaks d.japonicit 70 

2 Wing mostly under 120 mm 

c Striations on lower plumage much broader than the shafts 

.H. d. ntpaUrm^ &8 

d Siriations on lower plumage hardly broader than the shafts 

' U. d. a^OiTCp^gia 70 

B Rump paler posteriorly and becoming crtaniy white on the upper 

laihcovcrts H. d. rufala 67 

n Lower plumage chestnut ‘ .//. d. hyp^rythra 72 


923. Danrian Striated or Redminped Swallow. Hinnido dmtrica davma 
Linnaeus 

Hirjndo daurica Linnaeus, 1771, Mantissa Plant.: 528 (Siberia) 

Ullta sribilrioUta Hume, 1877, Stray Feathers 5: 268 (Ckichar) 

Baker, FBI No. 1159, Vol. 3: 248 

LOC.SL NAME. AiidUt (Kbasla). 

SIZE. Sparrow d:;; overall length r. 20-23 cm (71 in.) depending on length 
of tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 927, q.v. Scc Key to the' Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABiT.^T. Apparently ram wiiitcr vlsitOF to thc 
Himalayas, in Nepal, Sikkim {?), Bhutan, and NEFA. 

Extraiimilcl. Southern Siberia, eastward through the Baikal region, 
horthem Mongolia and Transbaikalia; centra! western China. (For details 
sec Vauric, 1959, 2: 14.) Winters also in the Indochinese countries. • 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and GALLS. As in Indian Striated Swallow 
(927), and other races. 


SWALLOWS 


67 



Breeding For winter ranges see text 

1 daurita (923). 4 r.i>!lrmr (9-25). 

a japevea (9^6) 5 aytkrvpygia (927) 

3 6 h^perjilhra ( 928 ). 

7 rufila ( 934 ). 

BREEDtNC. Extralimital. ffesty fggi and breeding biolog)* as in 925 and 
927. 

Mcteum Diagnosis. * More hcaN-ily streaked belmv than r^ule [924] and with 
the rufous nuchal band interrupted with blue; less hcaWIy streaked below, the streaks 
narrmver than [926]; ground colour of the underparts more buR^- than 

in KpcIrM [925]; averages larger than the other .tiuec* (Vauric). Diffets from 
eiyihnpygia (927) in markedly larger size and broader streaking of undeiparts. 

MEASUREMENTS 

125-138 mm (Hartert) 

o' 9 Wing 121-133; tail 93-119 mm (Vauric) 

COLOURS OF BART PARTS. As in 927. 


f>8 


HIRUKDINIDAE 


HELD CHARACTERS. As of 927, q.v., but rump much pslcT, almost whitish. 
See Kc)* to the Svbspedes and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, Dt^TRiBUTioN and HABITAT. Resi- 
dent and/or summer visiior (March to 
Scptembcr/Octobcr). Northern Baluchis- 
tan, Punjab (N\V. frontier districts), Gilgil, 
Chitral, Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh; bet- 
ween c. 1000 and 3300 m. Affects open but 
broken hilly countr)*, near and away from 
human habitations. 

ExiTcdmitG!, Breeds in parts of southern 
Europe and easlw-ard through tvestem Asia 
(Middle-East countries) to Afghanistiin 
and Russian Turkestan. (For details scc 
Vauric, 1959, 2: 12.) 

general HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. 

As in 927. 

BREEDING rccoidcd in N. Baluchistan 
(Quetta and Fort Sandeman districts), 
Punjab (Fort Munro), Chitral, Kashmir 
and Himachal Pradesh. Seasony chiefly 
.April to July, yesty eggs (c/3 or 4) and 
breeding biolog)* as in Indian Striated 
Swallow (927). 

Museum Diacnosg. * Underparts \-arying 
from buffy to whitish Vilth very narrow, faint 
or obsolete dark shaft-streaks * (k^aurie). Differs 
from eijChropygic (927) in fearing finer striat/ons 
on underparts, and chestnut on rump paling off 
to creamy white posteriorly. 



One half of tail, sh^/vk-m^ shape of 
reetricci .and pattern, X r. 1 


MEASUREMF.VTS 


9 


Wing 

112-126 


Bfll 

(from stuU) 
9-10 


Tarsus 


12-14 


d’ 9 113-127; tail 91-108 mm (Vauric) 

Weight 4 I4-1 7 g (Paludan, Afghanistan). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As ui 927 and other races. 


Tafl 

central outer 
39-47 8S-102 mm 


924. European Striated or Redrttmped Swallow. Hirur.io dcunca 
rafuU Tcmminck 

Hmszds rafds. Tcmminck, 1835, Man. d'Oro. 3: 293 (Eg>*pt) 

Xiifu LereTTotfLI Hume, 1877, Stray Feathers 5: 259. New name for mfida ' 
Hirsrdo snllii Seebohnt, 1683, Ibis: 167 (Gflgit) 

Baker. FBI No. 1163, VcL 3: 252 
LOCAL NAVES. f\s for927; RWrTa (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow x; length r. 19 cm (7| in.) including long tail. 


925. Himalayan Striated or Redmmped Swallow. Htrvndo daaiea 
nlpderms Hodgson 

Hinsida Aipderjh Hodgson, 1836, Jour, ^ksiat. Soc- Bengal 5: 7^ (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 161, Vol. 3: 250 
LOCAL NAMES. As foT 927; Phdrd (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow length c. 19 cm (74 in.) including long tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 927, q.v. but ^rilh paler chestnut rump. Sec 
Kc>* to the Sul^pecacs and Museum Diagnosis. 

Large gatherings huddled on telegraph \%'ircs in winter. 
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_ STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Breeds in the Himalayas from Kulu 
m Himachal Pradesh eastward through Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and NEFA; between r. 1200 and 3200 m in the western Himalayas, 
m a lower zone in the eastern. Winters (October/November to February/ 
March) more or less throughout the Peninsula from Uttar Pradesh south- 
ward to Kerala, and from Gujarat and Rajasthan eastward to Orissa. In 
winter several subspecies are found side by side in the Indian plains, impos- 
sible to differentiate in the field with certainty: hence their movements and 
non-breeding ranges remain unclear. Affects cultivation, forest clearings and 
lightly scrubbed open country in winter; in summer (when nesting) grass>* 
slopes and rocky hills around upland pastures and scattered homesteads, as 
well as populous hill villages and hill-stations. 

Exlralimilal, Extends eastward to southwestern Sikang. Winters also in 
Burma. ^ 

GENE^L HABITS. Very gregarious in \vinter; scattered pairs or family 
parties in summer. Great influx of Himalayan migrants in the north and 
central Indian plains and Dcccan from about November, Enormous con- 
gregatfons (swarms) commonly met with on winter mornings perched m 
dose-packed rows of hundreds, or thousands, on telegraph wires often 
occupying several adjacent strands of wire over stretches of 200 metres 
or more, sometimes even overflowing on to neighbouring trees or the ground. 
Frequently the swarms settle sprawled out on damp, sandy river beds and 
shoals, or in newly ploughed fields. From time to time the birds launch out 
spontaneously to fly around in a dense rabble and gradually re-settle. The 
gathering disperses to hawk insects as the sun gets ^varmer. The sunning 
congregation becomes smaller day by day, gradually splitting up into smaller 
parties and moving on or scattering over the countryside for the season. The 
birds roost at night in partly submerged reed-beds and the like. 

FOOD, VOICE and calls. As in 927. 

BREEDING. Seasotiy Overall April to August chiefly May to July. JVrr/, eggs 
{c/3 or 4, rarely 5), and breeding biology as in Indian eiythropygia (927). 
Two broods often raised in succession in same nest; sometimes three. Nest 
stuck against ceiling in a veranda or living-room of occupied or derelict 
hill-station bungalows, busy bazaar shops, under masonry culverts or rock 
overhangs and in tunnels and the like; nests usually individual; sometimes 
two or three in the same structure, but well apart — not colonially. The 
same site and nest, repaired if necessary, may be used year after year. 

Museum Dl^GNOSlS. Sfreaks on underparts coarser than in eiytkrofrygia, cspedally 
in winter. Rump paler chestnut (seasonally variable but never so dark as in eiy- 
thropygia) and distinctly dark shaft-streaked. Differs from rjj/k/a in having morehcaviJy 
streaked underparts and darker chestnut rump. 

Young (immature) has no, or only obsolete, slriations on breast. 

MEASUR£»CENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

central outer 

<?9 

m-l23 

9-11 

13-15 

37-43 81-102 mm 

(once 107) 
(SA, HW) 

ItJicP 

1 15-120 

lO-II 

— 

— 86-102 mm 

7 99 

' 1 09-1 20 

lO-II 


— 82-95 inm 

(BB) 


> HIRUNDINIDAE 

Weight 2 9 9 16. 18 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE TARTS. As in 927. 


926. Japanese Striated or Rednunped Swallow. Hinmda damcn jtpmn 
Tcmminck &. Schlegel 

llinmda atpistris japamca Tcmminck & Schlcgcl, 1847, in Sicbold’s Fauna Jan 
Aves, PI. 11; 33 (Japan) 

Not in Baker, FBI cf. H. d. dnarica, Vol. 3: 248 

LOCAL. NAMES, Nonc fccordcd. > 

SIZE. Sparrow ±; length c. 19 cm (71 in.) including long tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 927, q.v. Scc Key to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A winter migrant to Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat (Saurashtra), Mysore (Londa), Tamil Nadu, 
Andhra, W. Bengal, Assam and presumably East Pakistan. A doubtful 
specimen from Andaman Is. (Port Blair); another taken recently in central 
Nepal, January (Fleming, JBNHS 65: 330). Owing to overlapping of seve- 
ral races in the winter quarters, their movements and non-breeding ranges 
unclear. 

Extralimital. Breeds in Manchuria, Korea, Japan, NE. and E. China; wa- 
ters also in N. Thailand and Burma. (For details see Vaurie, 1959,2: 13.) 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Presumably as in 927. 

BREEDING. Extralimttal. * 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinctly more heavily streaked below than nominate dsiffics 
and with faint streaks on rump which arc usually absent orfaintcr in nominate jfcama: 
somewhat smaller. Wing c? 9 114-125; tail 85-106 mm (Vaurie, 1959,2: 13). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 927 and other races'. 


927. ludian Striated or Redmmped Swallow. 

Hintndo daurica eiythropygia Sykes 

I/irundo eiythropygh Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 83 (DuUiun, Poona) 
Baker, FBI No. 1162, Vol. 3: 251 
Plate 108, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Atusjid dbabU {Hindi); Vardyankalrikd (KialAydl^inx); Kinthi dbibJl 
(Gujarati). 

SIZE. Sparrow i; length c. 19 cm (7{ in.) including long tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dccpl/ fork-tailcd swallow. Above, gHslcnsng steely 
bine-black; a narrow supercilium and sides of head chestnut connected. by 
a chestnut halt-collar on hindneck; rump chesmut, conspicuous and diag- 
nostic in banking flight. Eelow, fulvous white, finely streaked with dark 
brown. Terminal half or one-third of under tail-covcrts abruptly black. Sexes 
alike. See Museum Diagnosis. . . . 

n-ATus, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; largclyscdcntary With Slight 

seasonal local movements. More or less throughout the subcontinent, from 
c. 1200 m in the outer Himalayan foothills and terai south to Kerala, and 


SWALLOWS H 

eastward from Punjab, Rajasthan and northern Gujarat (including Kutch 
and Saurashtra) to West Bengal. Plains and peninsular hills up to c. I600to. 
Not in Sind, Assam or East Pakistan. Rare straggler to Ceylon in winter. 
Affects open cultivated country and clearings in light deciduous forest, 
preferably the neighbourhood of archaeological ruins — old forts, mosques, 
temples, etc. — and rocky hills. 

GENERAL HABITS. Much Icss grcgarious than the migratory races, c.g. 
lemis. Keeps in pairs, family parties or small flocks hawking insects all 
day in company with swifts, crag martins and other swallows, alighting to 
rest from time to time on ledges, telegraph wires or tree-tops. Is less closely 
attached to the neighbourhood of water — reservoirs, strearm, canals, etc. 
— than Wiretailed Swallow, and commonly met with hawking over dner 
country. Flight slower and more deliberate than that of Wirctailcd, 
fewer swoops. Numbers gather to hawk insects fleeing from fired gr^snclds 
and forest clearings, in mixed company with other birds. Threshing and 
winnowing floors and open-air grain markets, bazaars, railway goods yar s 
and shipping docks where insects aboimd arc also favourite hunting groun . 

FOOD. Gnats, midges and tiny flying beetles and bugs Diptera, Colcop- 

tcra and Hemiptera. Winged ants and termites etc. 

VOICE and calls. Flight note, ‘ a loud low-pitched rAr/r, a sparro^'^ c 
chirp, and a more nasal queenk* (Nichols); more plaintive, and distinct rom 
rurftVn’s, Song, in breeding season, a cheerful subdued twittering, o ten 
by the male while the pair is siltingsidebyside,and also near the net ( 

BREEDING. Sfoson, Overall April to August, the principal vary- 
ing locally. A'rj/, typically retort-shaped, of conglomerated mud pe f 

bulbous hemisphere c. 15 cm in outside diameter, Tvith a prolongc 
zontal entrance-tunnel c. 15-18 cm, of e. 4 cm bore. The whole k sm ' a 
against the ceiling of a deserted or occupied dwelling} under c 
ancient mosques or tombs, under masonry arches of bridg« o^r <^n^ , 
under natural rock overh^gs and suchlike situation. In the deve 
India of today reinlbrccd concrete road culverts arc increanng^ lavou 
Egg-chamber copiously lined with grass, feathers and vegetable 
*3or4, rarely 5, pure white. Average size of 60 eggs 21*0 X I4*4mm( 

Often two or three successive broods raised in the same nest. Sarrw ® . 
nest, repaired or rebuilt as necessary, may be used year after year. ol * 
share in nest construction, collecting mud blobs at nearby ram * 

shuttling back and forth more or less together. Nest mkes severa 
complete as one mud layer must set before the next is put ° . ? 

dries to terracotta hardness. Both sexes incubate by turns, and bot ir s 

roost Tvithin at night even when incubation in progrep. Family par ics _c p 
together by day and J-oost within nest at night until young become y 
independent. "While one bird is incubating the other will often 
to add fresh mud to the rim of the entrance-tunnel. Its diameter mtd y 
constricts on drying, sometimes svith fatal results to the inmates. Two CMts 
recorded of birds getting stuck in the exit while trying 
Tyhig in that position (Davison, SF 10 : 345 ; 

5^631") cf also Cliff Ssvallow, p. 65. Incubation period undetenmned. 
Nest bidlt singly, not in colonies ; frequently close to ‘nest vdlages of 
House Stviffs. Often usurped by the latter and by House Sparrows. 


72 HIRUNDINIDAE 

Museum Diagnosis. Sire small. Rump uniform dark chestnut without blackiil\ 
shaft-streaks. Strialions on underparis narrow. Tail-fork comparatively shallmv. An 
indistinct white patch on inner web of outermost rcctrices. Shape and proportiom 
of adult tail similar to that of juvenile in other races. , 

Bill ‘Tanus Tall 

(from skull) central outer 

c>_j0 13-15 39-46 70-62 mm 

(SA, IDV) 

|.7)g-~SA. 

In flesh tarsi conspicuously stouter than in M ruslica. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis brown. Bill browTiish black; mouth pale yellovn 
grey. Legs, feet and claws brownish black. 

928. Ceylon Striated or Redrumped Swallosv. 

Hiruudo daurica hyperythra lilylh 

Hinndo hprythn Blyth, 1819, Jour. Ariol. Soc. Bengal 18: BI4 
(Ceylon, ex Layartl MS.) 

Baker, FBI No. 1164, Vol. 3: 253 
Plate 65, fig. 15 


MCASUREMEKIS 

Wing 

jjiq 104-116 

Weight! d"? 16-19 (av. 


aCAL NAMES, fl'ehi (Sinhala): Tdm pldi. Tdlii Hilda Hrun (lamtl). 

ZE. Sparrow ±; length e. 19 cm (7} in.) including long tad. 
lELD CHARACTERS, As in 927, ^'V., but undcrparts deep chestnut family 
1 narrowly striated. Nuchal collar absent or ill-defincd ; rump much d.irker 

stnut. Sexes alike. . e. i „ Plmuiful 

CATUS, msTRiBtmorf and HAorrAr. Race pecuhar to Ceylon. 
mghout the low country (except perhaps the Jaffna Peninsula and nci^ 
iring islands) and hills to c. 1200 m. Affects open gmssy country, paddy- 
is and grass-covered hillsides. 

“^o'ud?music^, dlSive. ‘ easily recognired when onre 

^EEDmr'sc'area, chiefly March to July but 
1 from November to January (Phillips). aVcsl and rc?t (c/2 or 3) m 
trage size of 7 eggs 21 -3 X 14-3 mm (Baker). 
loSEtnt Diaonosis. See Field Characters (abovt) and Key to the 

EASUREMENTS ^ 

Wing Bill Tat’d’ 


(from fealhen) 






Weight 2 ri’cT H, IGg (SDR). 
COLOUM OF BARE PARTS. * Iris scpia 
vinous browTi ' (Wait). 


brown. Dill blacki»h brown. 


tegi *r>d frrt 
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HIRUNDINIDAE 


929. Chinese Striated or Redrmnped Swallow. Hincndo strwUta 
■ ffurjri Hall 

Jiirmdo siriolcta Hall, 1953, Ibis 95 : 547 

(Sioghaling, Hkamti, Upper Chindwn, Burma) 

HirvrJo cJcffiftf khasica Kock, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Re^onal Exploration, 

Ko. 1 1 20 (Boko, Assam) 

Baker. FBI No. 1160, Vol. 3: 249 
Cf. Ma>T, E., 1941, Ihisi 367; HaB, B. P., 1953, ibid. 95: 547. 

LOCAi. KAV£E. Tnrd geii (Kacha Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrow length c. 19 cm (7| in.) including long tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 927, q.v. Sec Key to the Spcdcs. 

STATTs, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Partly resident, partly winter visitor. 
Assam hills south of Brahmaputra R. (Khasi, N. Cachar, etc.) and in the 
Margherita area (Lakhimpur dist.), Nagaland, Manipur, and the hills of 
East Pakistan(?). 

ExtralimilaL Burma, Thailand, and Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 927. 

BREEDiNO. iS’rorcm, in Assam (c. 1000-1400 m) April and May. jVejf and 
eggs (c/3 to 5 generally 4) pure white as in races of dauriai, * Exceptionally an 
egg may be found with a few faint red^Esh specks on the larger end.* Average 
size of 30 Assam eggs 21 *4 X 14-7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Rufous collar on hindne^ absent or broadly interrupted. 
Mudi more heavily and coarsely streaked on underparts than H, d. rupatensisi rump- 
band narrms'cr, darker Acstnut, with the shaft-streaks sometimes ill-defined. 

MEASUREMENTS 

9 o' 9 120-124; tail 83-97 mm (May-r, SDR) 

4Vcrghi 1 9 22 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 927 and other races of damca. 


Genus Delichon Horsfield’&i Moore 


Dtlidion Horsfidd S: Moore, 1854, CaL Bds. Mus. El. Co. 1 : 384. Type, by 
monotypy, Deluhon ripalensis Moore 

Distinguished from all other swallow by wholly feathered or ‘ stockinged * tarsi' 
and toes. Rump conspicuously white. Tail varying from deeply forked to almost 
square. 


Key to the Species 


Under tail-coverts wlutc, tail deeply forked D. urika 

Under tail-coverts black, tail square D.nipcUnsis 


Page 
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Deuchon uRBiCA (Liimacus) 
Key to the Sabspedes 


Longer upper tail-coverts black 

Lov.’er plumage pure wlute D. tu tirbiea 

Losver plumage smoky or greyish white D. u. cashr^ensis 


930. European House hlartiiL Delichon mbica vrhica (Linnaeus) 

Hinciio vrlieo linnaeus; 1758, SysL Nat, cd. 10, 1: 192 (in Europe = Sweden) 
Baker, FBI No. 1141, Vol. 3: 226 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd- 
sizE. Sparrow; length f. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. - A Small black and W'hitc sweUow with short forked 
tafl. Aboze, gloss)’ blue-black with glistening wWte rump; hehrx, pure white 
including feathered legs and feet. Sexes alike. 



Tail, * stockinged ’ foot, head and bill, X c. I 


In flight its diagnostic points arc: white rump as in House Swift; white 
underparts as in Wirctailed Swallow; short slightly forked tail as in Cliff 
Swallow. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Status unclcar owing to difficult)^ 
of distinguishing in the field from Kashmir Martin (931). Apparently breeds 
at high altitudes in Ladakh and N. Kashmir (Shyok, Nubra and Indus 
valleys) also in the valleys of the Dras, Sum, Zaskar and other rivers of 
that region between c. 3000 and 4500 m. Sporadic in winter, and/or on 
migration, in the N\V. frontier districts of W. Pakistan and N. Baluchistan, 
Nepal foothills (specimen, April, Fleming, JBNHS 65; 330), and in penin- 
sular India mostly down ^e western side. Recorded fix>m Gujarat, Saurash- 
tra, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, M)’Sorc, Nilgiri Hills and Kerala — 
as late as end April and mid Jvlay. For particulars of occurrences in the 
Peninsula sec Editors, JBNHS 65: 222. Has also occurred in the Laccadive 
and hlaldive Is. (Mathew & Ambedkar, JBNHS 61 : 189; Phillips &: Sims, 
ibid. 56: 214). Affects open valleys and grassy hillsides with cliffs. 

Extralindtal. Russian Turkestan, Afghanistan^ Iran, Transcaspia, Asia 
Minor; the hlcditerranean countries and nearly all Europe (including Great 
Britain) north to Scandinavia. For particulars sec Vaurie, 1959, 2: 15. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Asm 931 . 

BREEDING. StosoTt, in Ladakh, June and July. Xest and eggSy as in Kashmir 
House Martin (931). 

There is considerable confusion in published (sight) records, and both 
urbica and cashmenensis are reported breeding in the same localities, often 
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together. If this is verified by further study they vcill have to be treated as 
separate species. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Kej* to the Subspecies. Tall more deeply forked than 
in e&shrjriensis’. depth of fork e, 16-22 mm r. e. 5-9 ram (CBT). For details of plumages 
and structure, also bionomics, see 4\5thcrby et cl., 1938, 2; 235-8, 


MEASUREMENTS 


or an Indian 

Wing 

scries 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

central outer 

ci’9 

Bridsl birds 

106-113 

9-10 

10-11 

— 42-47 mm 

(CBT, HW) 

(?<? 

106-113 

8~9 

10-13 

35-^5 58-63 mm 

99 

104-112 

— 

— 

35-43 57-63 mm 


(\Mthcrb>’) 

Weight 1 o' 17 g (Paludan). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brmvn. Bill black (adult) or horn brov>*n (im- 
mature). Legs and feet pinkish yellow, covered with white feathen. 


931. KAshxxrir House Martin. Delichon urbica cashmeriensis (Gould) 

Ckelidon Ccshnerierjis Gould, 1858, Proc. Zook Soc. London: 356 (Kashmir) 
Baker, FBI No. 1142, Vok 3: 228 
Plate 65, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccoidcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As Ml 930, q.v., bul With thc rump and underparts 
sullied with smoky grc)*, not glistening white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, and partly local migrant 
Breeds m the Himala)’as between c. 1500 and 5000 m altitude. Chitral, 
GUgit, Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and eastward through Nepal, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and NEFA. Sight records often confused with D. u. urbica. W^ter 
range imperfectly known but occurs in the foothills, tcrai and duais, and 
in thc northern plains from Ambala east through Kumaon, U.P., Bihar to 
Assam and East Pakistan {?). Affects open vallcj-s, grassy hillsides with 
cliffr, and the environs of mountain villages. 

Extralirdtal. SE. Afghanistan, SE. IRit, castw-ard to Kansu (for partic- 
ulai3 see Vaurie, 1959, 2: 16-17). Recorded in winter from N. Thailand 
and N. Burma. 

general habits. Tvpical svN'allow, cf, 927. Highly gregarious while 
nesting as well as at other times. Loose parties commoitiy seen hawking 
nudges and tiny winged insects in company with Striated and other svsallows 
and house svsifu high above gorges and stream valleys, terraced fields, or 
above the rising smoke of forest fires. In Kashmir ra n a b and v\-alcrways 
are favourite hunting resorts. Flight s^^ift and graceful — a few rapid wing- 
beats followTd by effortless glides and sw'oops, and agile twisting, tunung 
and banking movements. 

FOOD. Insects, chiefly Diptcra, taken on thc wing. 
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VOICE and calls. Not intelligibly described: only as * squeaks and 
twittering 

BREEDING. iSVoTon, chicfly end May to mid July. vVerf, a deep earthen cup, 
or rounded * pot *, of agglomerated mud pellets attached under a rock-ledge 
or overhang on a high cliff-face, leaving a narrow slit between ceiling and 
nest-top for thc bird to squeeze in. Sometimes nest-top actually connected 
to ceiling, in which case a small lateral entrance-hole left at top. Architecture 
of nest V’arics according to site and contours of substrate. Nests built solitarily 
or in small scattered groups — 10 to 12 (or more) — not in clusters like 
House Swifts*; lined with grass and feathers. In high mountain villages 
sometimes builds under caves or window comers of wooden houses, thc 
nests looking singularly like enlarged nests of potter wasps (£umfn«j). Eggs, 
3 or 4, white, unmark^. Average size of 80 eggs 17*9 x 12*7 mm (Baker). 
Incubation period imdctcrniined. Often two broods raised. Both sexes take 
part in ncst-building, incubation and feeding the ■)*oung. Food brought 
assiduously every fcNv minutes, thc birds fluttering at nest momentarily 
without alighting, hurriedly transferring thc morsels to the widely gaping 
bills crowding thc entrance, and flying off to fetch more. Young apparently 
fend for themselves on leaving nest though returning to roost in it svith 
parents thc first few' nights. Not obscived being fed in mid-air like other 
swallows. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Firid Characten. Differs from D. u. urbica (930) further 
in having the car-cm’crts mostly dark brown (c. white); axillaria and underwing 
dark brown; fork in tail shallower. 

Young (immature). Ahore, rump white, somctiincs with a pale vinous wash; rest 
of upperpajts, including wings and tail, dark brown with slight ^oss on mantle and 
scapulars. Belrxy as in adult, or washed with pale vinous. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from skull) 

cj'9 99-105 8-10 9-n 38-43 mm 

(CST, H\V) 

Weight 1 14'7 E (GD): I o? 15 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 930. 

932. Nepal House MartiiL Delichon nipalensis nipalensis 
Moore 

Delichon nipalensis * Hodgson * = Jvloorc in HorsSeld & Moore, 1854, CaL Bds. 

Mus. E.I. Co. 1 : 384 (Nepal) 

Delichon nipclensis bertlctti Kodz, 1952 (SepL), Jour. ZooL Soc, Imiia 4; 43 
(Hmuntha, Lushai Hills) 

Hirundo evtsin^ emstru^ Welters, 1953 [Feb.], (1952), Bonner Zool. Bcitr. 3; 280 
(New name for D. nipalensis Moore if placed in genus Hirtendo, preoccupied) 
Baker, FBI No 1144, Vol. 3:230 
t Plate 65, tig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. BcTc is3 (Cachari) ; /eno ii (Nasa). 

.SIZE. Sparrowi; length r. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small black and whitc swaJlmv with a shoTt squarc- 
cut tail- Afcerr, steely blue-black including car-corerts, wings and taiL Rump 
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glistening ^vhite. A broken ^vhite collar on hindneck. Below, chin and throat 
dull black; under tail-coverts glossy black. Rest of underparts pure white 
including ‘ stockinged * legs and feet. Sexes alike. 

Could casually be confused %vith 2>. urbica, but on a good view, 
black throat and under tail-coverts, and square-ended tail (p. forked) 
diagnostic. 

STATUS, PBTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with some local (mostly 
altitudinal) movements. The Himalayas from Garhwal and Kumaon through 
Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; Assam hills south of Brahmaputra R., 
Nagaland, Mam'pur, Mizo; East Pakistan hills (?). Breeding between c. 
2000 and 4000 m; doum to c. 350 m in winter. Affects river valleys, mountain 
ridges \rith vertical cliffs, etc. 

Extralimital. N. Burma and N. Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Highly gTcgarious; very similar to those of the Kashmir 
House Martin (931), q.v^ Subject to sudden sporadic appearances and dis- 
appearances in winter. The birds fly round continuously in a scattered rabble 
hawking insects high up in the air or skimming the tree-tops and bushes. 
From time to time one wll suddenly climb almost vertically for 10 metres 
or so (to take a midge?) and then dive and flatten out when quite close to 
the bush or ground again. The fast smooth-flowing flight with its swoops, 
glides and ‘ tight ’ turns has been likened to skating. 

FOOD. Tiny winged insects, mostly Diptera. 

VOICE and calls. On the whole very silent. Occasionally utters a short 
high-pitched chi~i in flight (Lister). 

BREEDING. StosoTi, Overall April to July, the peak periods varying locally 
and with altitude. Xest, as in Kashmir House Martin, a deep earthen bowl 
or * pot ’, lined with fine grass and feathers, attached under a rock overhang 
on a vertical cliff-face, with a narrow slit or hole near top for entrance. 
Not recorded nesting in houses. Nests colonial, often 25 to 50 or so under 
the same overhang close together, sometimes almost touching one another, 
but not agglomerated in a mass or * village ’ like House Swifts*. Eggs, 3 
or 4, rarely 5, white,, unmarked, very like those of 931. Average size of 21 
eggs 18*6 X 12*8 mm (Baker). Both sexes share in building the nest, in- 
cubation, and feeding the young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Young (immature). Like adult but black of upperparts less glossy, and white 
of undeiparts sullied \rith buff. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving BUI Tarsus TaU 

(from skull) 

cjip 90-98 7-9 11-12 37-41 mm 

(SA) 

Weight 1 o' 14, I 9 I6g (SA). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet (through white 
stockings) pale brmvnish flesh; cla>s's homy bro\m. 

A significant difference in the pattern of moult and plumage rcnc>val behveen 
this spedea and D. u. cashmerieruu^ closely correlated with their ecological peculiarities, 
has recently been described. Sec Stresemann, E., & V., 1969, ‘Die Mauser von 
Ptjonoprogne rvpestris and Delkkon nipaUnnj.^ Joxsr, Om, 110 (1): 39-52. 
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LANTIDAE 


. Family Laniidae: Shrikes or ‘ Butcher BWj ‘ 

^ For morphological characters and description see Van Tsait I & Reren A t 
1959 : 534; Baker, E. C. Stuart, 1924, FBI 2: 283-Jj Olivier, G.'g., Artid; 
‘ Shrike • in Thomson, A.X. (cd.), AVm Dut. Birds. London and N'ew- York.’ 



Grey Shrike (933) 

Genus Lanius Linnaeus 

Lantus J.innacus, 1758, Sv-st. Nat., cd. 10, I: 93. T>-pe, by subscqucni designation, 
JLenius excubUor Linnaeus 

Cf. Olivier, G., 1944, Monogr. des Pies-Gricches du genre Letnius, Rouent I-32'l 
Bill very stout and laterally compressed, the upper mandible dm^meunTd and 
hooked, and with a large tooth and a deep notch near the tip; Nostrils nearly round, 
almost hidden by numerous bristles. Plumage firm but not spinous. ^Vings pointed. 
Tail equal to or longer than wing, strongly graduated. 


I 


Key to the Species 

Pa^c 

Upper lail-covcrts and central tail-feathers of totally different coloun 
A A white patch on primaries 

a Tail all black and white, the colours sharply defined 


1 Back grey 

i Forehead grey UarvUnt M 

it Forehead black L miner 83 

2 Back chestnut 

' iii Upper taiheoverts pale grej- L-tittahis 84 

iv Upper tail-coverts' chertnul Leellmeidu 83 
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Page 

3 Back black L. muter 101 

b Tail black or brmv-n and rufous, the colours blending 

4 Crow-n of head grey or black L. schnch 93 

B No white patch on primaries 

c Head and back grey B. uphronetus 91 

d Head grey-, back chestnut L. colluna 87 

II Upper tail-coveru and central tail-feathers same colour 

C Colour of crosvn and back nearly the same, rufous or brown 

L. cristntns 98 

Lanius excubitor. Lisinaeus 
Key to the Subspesdes 
A Middle pair of rectriccs all black 

a Lessero'dng-covcrts with or without grey tips L.e.lahlera 79 

b Lesser iving-covcrts entirely grey 

1 Irmer svebs of secondaries chiefly white L. e. peltidirostris 81 

2 Inner webs of secondaries chiefly black L.e.ausheri 82 

B Middle pair of tail-feathers with white bases L. t. hom^eri 82 


933. Indian Grey Shrilce. Lanius excubitor tahlora (Sykes) 

Collurio Lohtora Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 86 (Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No. 706, Vol. 2: 285 

Plate 66, fig. 12 ' 

IXSCAL NAMES. Dudiya IdtoTd, Sd/ed latosd, Bddd Idtord (Hindi) ; Dudhie or MSto . 
Idton (Gujarati) ; Kachkacha, Anjdnd (Bengal) ; Peddd kiriti gddu (Telugu). 

SIZE. Myna overall length c. 25 cm (94 in.) including long tail. 
riELD CHARACTERS. A * bull-hcadcd * silvery grey bird ^ with lon^h 
graduated black-and-white tail. Wings 
black with a pure svhite patch or 
■ ‘ rm'rror ’ which flashes conspicuously 
in flight. A broad black band from 
forehead and bill backward across eye 
to car-coverts. Heavy hooked bill like 
a bird of prey’s. Sexes alike. 

STATOS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 
Resident; local riiovements (ivinter 
dispersal) not worked out. Breeds in Baluchistan (Las Bela to Nal in south 
Krdat. Sibi plain), Sind, NW. fronrier districts, Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat 
including Kutch and Saurashtra) and-through the Bombay Dcccm south 
to Mysore (Belgaum); cast through Madhj-a Pradesh, M^arashtra (to 
Namur), and rkndhra (north of Kistna R.) to Bihar and smthOT W. 
T, --,1 - F Pakistan (nr. Kushtia, e. 23’’54'N., 89 07 E. H. ^Rashid, 
V m nlaiiis level to c. 1200 m. Two records from Tamil Nadu 
CudUp^ ) on ntoed sight record fiom Ceylon (PhUU,H), 

K Sn senlwesert county, sparse se^b jungle, edges of desert culti- 
vation, and thorn- and dry-deciduous forest. 
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X r. } 


GENERAL HABITS. Bold and aggressive. Keeps singly or in widely separated 
nairs perched upright oil an exposed thorn bush or telegraph wire sutvtymg 
fhe suLundings^ Pounces from time to time on crawling P«>’ 

• carried back in bill to the perch or disposed of on the ^und, held und«loot 
and tom to pieces before being devoured by viaous jabs and upward tup of 
the sharp hroked beak. Each individual has a staked-out feeding . 

freque^d day after day add jealously guarded against ‘."'"'“P"!’ , 
ueU-known habit, shared by many of its congeners, u bri ^ 

w here surplus food (locusts, lizards, young mice, young birds, etc.) is ‘'"P 
1 tho^ete. to be eaten at leisure (hence the Engluh name butcher 
bW n Everywhere excessively wary and usuaUy diirtcull to UPP™«'’-- 
” •fl.ntiv aTinhercnt trait and not the result of persecution. In common 

f'S'S ’hS ‘.i.u .n» 

JBNHS 26: 667). „ hfi-risk, hsi-rUk' (Dhanna- 

VOICE and ^ uttered by parent fmm 

kumarsmhji). N eramined In breeding season male has n short 

t'’ “;r/tmlSuatM 0 Oeltr^ M-h to June, 

A"c^ompae,«^o^ 

hair, lumps of cotton, 18 cm across externally, 

:Smp".‘8mI0cmindiamet„^ 

size. Commonest type p Some ccgi very reminiscent of 

b'SdtTnX^na^-r^aL^^^ 

Tpomrertris (934). Black frontri band 

4 ^ rrun wT-de; narrower in flrst-WTnter g.A ban: 

Young (immature). Abort, ^ , tinged with fulvo-as. Po:!- 

tertials and all wing-coverti Upped fuKous. r / ^ Ftn!- 

moult includes body, all coverts except 
winter plumage distinguished by pale tips to pnmary 
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Wing 

Bm 

(fcorasiull) - 

Tanns 

Taa 

108-115 

20-26 

30-33 

106-122 mm 

105-113 

19-25 

20-32 

107-118 mm 
(SA) 


Weight I (? 52 ; 3 9 9 55-66 g (BB). 

COLOURS Of BASZ PASTTS, Iris darfc brovm. Bill horny black; mouth pale pink * 
or greyish pink. Legs, feet and clavrs blackish brovm. 

wwryTTJ tKEous. Young birds easily reared in capthity, becoming quite 
tame, flying freely and coming at call. In Mogul times \vas trained, along 
with falconets {Mienhisrax) to hunt sparrows and even larger birds. 


934. Balnddstan Grey Shrike. Lomus excuhiiOT poUidiTOstris 
Cassin 

Ladas pdlidinsiris Gagin, 1852, Proc. Acad. Sci. Philadelphia 5: 244 
(East Africa = Eritrea tidt Moncrtzhagai, 1954, Eds. Arabia; 164) 

Baker, FBI No. 707. VoL 2: 287 

LOCAL KASffiJ. None re co rded. 

SIZE, Myna ±; overall length c. 25 cm (91 in.) including long tail. 

nELD CHARACTERS. As in 933, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, oisTRiBUTiON and HABITAT. SummcT (breeding) visitor — March 
to Octob^/November — to northern Baluchistan from Kalat to Fort Sande- 
man between c. 1500 and 2100 metres. Resident and breeding (?) in coastal 
M a kran . Straggles in W’intcr to the Sibi plain, Sind, Punjab and Rajasthan: 
probably often overlooked among the commoner lahtora. Affects open semi- 
desert country. 

Exirdimitol. The desert and semi-desert parts of the Astrakhan region 
east to Zaisan Nor, Dzungaria, S. Mongolia, southward to the Aral-Caspian 
region, Russian Turkestan, Transcaspia, NE. Iran, etc. In wdnter to Iraq 
and NE. Africa. For particulars see Vaurie, 1959, 2: 114. 

GEKERAi. HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALXa. As in 933. 

BREEDiNO. Breeds in the valleys on the lower parts of the higher ht1)< 
in N. Baluchistan. Season, nest, eggs and breeding biology as in lahtora (933). 

Museum DiAcxoan. Differs from casheri (935) and lahtora (933) in lacking, 
or almost lack in g, d>c blade frontal band; lores more dusky, not so pure black; 
no grey on under vnng^ovcrts; undetparts usually with a faint pinkish wash. BUI 
horn colour r. black. 

UEASURZUEKTS 

lYmg Taff 

o'? 105-112 104-116 mm 

(rarely up to 11 7) 

Outermost rectrices 25—30 mm shorter than central pair. 

(Hartert) 

Females usually smaller than males. 

COLOURS OF SAAR PARTS. Iris brovTi. Bill hom colour (except in a very few 
adultj). Legs, fet and daw blacidsh bnnsTi. 


935. Persian Grey Shrike. Lenuxs excubttor oucheri Bonaparte 

tadzs cssArri Bonaparte, 1853, Rev, Mag. ZooL 5; 294 (Persia) 
Baker, FBI Ko. 708, Vol. 2; 283 


LOCAL KAitES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Myna length e. 25 cm (9 J in.) including long tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 933, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

^ STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A scarcc winter sdsitor to N. Balu- 
chistan; more common in central and coastal hlakran, from the ^•aUey of 
the Hingol westward. Arrives early September. Affects semi-desert scrub 
country. 

Extrclimital. West coast of the Red Sea in Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia." 
N. Arabia, Sinai Peninsula, Palestine, Iraq, S. Iran, etc. For particulars see 
Vaurie, 1959, 2: 113. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS, As in 933. 

BREEDING. Extraliiiutal; as in 933. * 

Museum Diagnosis. Frontal black band narrower; grey of upperparts uniform, 
not paling on rump and upper tail-coveits as in lahtora. Lesser coverts grey; inner 
edge of inner web of secondaries usually white the rest brown, but this rather variable. 
Underparts with a greyish -wash. 

Young immature), d&ore, pale grey vfashed with isabcliine; car-coverts dark 
brown. Beloze, white washed with cream on breast and with a few shadows of dark 
barring; wing-coverts and tcrtials dark brown tipped with bu£5sh white. 

MEASUREMENTS 


■VVing 

<?9 107-116 

(mostly I06-II0) 


COLOURS Of BARE PARTS, As in 933. 


Tad 

e. 106-118 mm/*' 
(Hartert) 


936. Turkestan Grey Shrike. Lomus excuhiior hom^eri Cabanis 

Lesdus HoT.^eTi Cabanis, 1873, Jotir. f. Om. 2 1 : 75 (Sar^ta) 

Lesiiis actuhiioT var. Irxcptera Scvertiov, 1875, Stray Feathers 3: 430 
(Upper Naryn River, Turkestan) 

Ladas PrcmrcZiHi Bogdanov, 1881, Wur. der Russ. Faun.; 147 (Tashkent) 
Baker, FBI No. 709, VoL 2: 289 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Myna length c. 25 cm (91 in.) including long tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 933, q.v, Sm Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Vagrants recorded bcttvcca November 
and^anuary' only from Baluchistan (Quetta), Gilgit,^ and Kashmir (A%’anti- 
pur near Srinagar — F. Ludlow); perhaps driven south in hard winters. 

* Originally idcntiBcd, possibly quite correctly, as krr-jym, the spccimeaa not now a%'ailjiblc 
for rc“€xaraination. However, assigned by Vaurie to IrJccplmis which be rccopittes as 
dhdncL He describes Iwr^tmis as sirniUr to han^rri but dtttiactly paler, with the sump 
and upper tail-co%'ms white, not grey or tinged with greyish, and with the while area in 
the wing very much larger. It is al» said to average very slightly larger; \Ving 10 
116-123 (av. 118*5) r. 10 of Ae^^^eri^Ving 11^-119 (av. 115) mm. Further specimens 
ne^ed for study. 
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Extralsmital. From Bulgaria, Rumania and SE. Russia eastward acro^ 
W. Siberia to the Ycnisey Valley. For particulars see Vaurie, 1959, 2: 109. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS, 'As in 933 aud Other subspccics. 

BREEDING. Extr alirnttal , 

hluszuK Diacnoss. Differs from other subspecies in having the frontal band 
whitish. Grey of^uppeiparts paler than in lahtora (about the same as inpeJlidifosirv)} 
rump and upper tail-coverts whidsfa; lesser wing-coverts grey; basal part (e. 25 mm) 
of tail-feathers white; blade of flight-feathers confined to c. 25 mm on subtciminal 
part of secondaries and to r. 40 mm of primaries. 

MEASUREMENTS 

10 epo’ 113-119 (av. 115) mm — Vaurie 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 933. 


93/. Lesser Grey Shrike. LarJus minor Gmelin 


Ladas rdrstr Gmdin, 1788, SyTt. Nat 1 ; 308 (Italy) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 66, fig. 11 

Loc^ NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna ^ ; length e, 23 cm (9 in.) including tail. 

ITELD CHA^CTERs. A slightly' sm^CT cdluon ofthc Grcy Shrike in gcncxal 
^cct, but with the forehead black coTiira grey with a narro\s’ black Frontal 
band. 

STATUS, DKTRiBUTioN and HABITAT. Status? Has been obtained on pass- 
ap (?) in N. ^uchistan (near Quetta in May, and at Chaman in April); 
there is a specimen from Kandahar in the British Museum (I4.iv.I88I). 
May occur in the NW. frontier districts of "West Pakistan. Affects open 
semi-desert and cultivation with scattered thorn bushes. 

Exfreiunito/. Afghanistan, Iran, Asia Minor, S. Europe, etc. For particulars 
see Vaurie, 1939, 2: 106-7. 

BRZEDiNC. ExtralimitaL 

Museum D^'cct. Upper breast and flanks tinged with rae^pink; rest of 
uadeparts w'^te. Differs from excuhitor also in wii^ formula; Ijt primary* («•) 
^ longer (c. 3 xnm) than primary coverts; 2nd primary shorter 

3td by r. 2 mm. In ezraiitor group Ist primary ne^'er less than 18 mm longer 
than prunary coverts; 2nd primary at least 6 mm shorter 3rd (Nfdnertshagco). 

MEASUREMENTS 


^Vmg Tarsus 

c. 115-123 C.25 

Females usually somewhat smaller 


Tan 

85-95 tnm 


Wright 2 d’d’ 42, 48; 2 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 


(Hartert) 

9 9 4^ 46 g (Paindan, Afghanistan) . 

Iris brown. Bm, legs, feet arai daws blade. 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. M a 1 c . forchcad, lofcs, car-covcTts and oTound 

eyes black, shading to dark ashy on crown and paling on nape and sides 
of neck; rest of upperparts chestnut. Wings blackish brotm ts-ith a white 
* mirror * or speculum conspicuous in flighL Below, chin, throat and under 
lail-covxrts white; rest pale ftilvous or whitish. Tail black-and-white, the 
two central pairs of rectrices tipped wTth rufous, the others with w*hitish. 

Female like male but lores and nasal feathers whitish. 

STATUS, DiSTRSBunON and HABTTAT. Passagc migrant in the plains and 
foothills of eastern Assam (Cachar disL), Nagaland (?), Manipur, and 
perhaps East Pakistan. Records of breeding in N. Cachar need confirmation. 
Affects gardens, secondary jungle and outskirts of cultivation. 

Extralimitd. Burma, Thailand, Yimnan, Indochinese countries, 

GENERAL HABITS. Ty-pical shrikc, cf. 933. Usually met with singly, 
perched on a dead tree-stump, telegraph wire or other point of vantage, 
sw'aying its tail, darting to the ground every* now and again to take an 
insect, and often returning to the same perch, 

FOOD. Grasshoppers and other insects, lizards and small terrestrial 
animals. 

VOICE and calls. Harsh grating as \s'ell as musical notes. Song, described 
as * rtveet and full *. 

BRZEDINC. ExtralimitaL 

Museum Diacnosb. Sec Key to the Species and Field Characten. 

Young (immature). Aiore, wfrolc head dark brown, the forehead feathers with 
tiny pale centres and all with small pale tips; rest of upperparts, median and lesser 
coverts rufous, barred with dark brown; rest of wings dark brown with fultTna instead 
of feTTUgiaous edges; white bases of flight-feathers rather less than in adulL Tail 
pattern as in adult but brown replaces bUfk and the white is sullied by rusty; 
rectrices narrowex and mote pointed. Postjuvcnal and postnuptial moults complete,* 
August to October. No ^ring moult (Ticehurst MSS.). 

MEASUREMENTS 

\N*iDg Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

^ 9 85-^ 17-19 c. 25 92-102 mm 

(C^ 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Irts reddish brow-n. BiH homy brown, black at lip atwi 
on culmca, flesh at base. Legs and feet dark slate, 

Lanius vittatus Valendenncs 
Key to the Sobspecses 


Paler above and as'cragir.g larger L. r. ra^ersi 

Daiker above and smaller ..L. r. sitlstas 


938. OiMtnutrmnped ShriV.. Lc&a coUaiMa Lesson 
icssa toCrsritt Lesson, 1832, it Baingo-, Voy. Ind..Orient., Zool.: 250-1 (Pegn) 
Baker, FBI No. 711, Vol. 2; 291 
Plate 66. fig. 10 

tDCAL names. None recorded in India. 

szzz. Bulbul -f; length c. 23 cm (8J in.). 


939. Baln^ustas Baybatdeed Shrike. Lerdas riitaias nargiamts Vaurie 
titteSas rarpaaa Vaurie, 1955, Amcr. Mus. Norit., No- 1752; 10 
(Champ, southern Pesrian Baluchistan) 

Baker, FBI No. 710, VoL 2: 289 { = HtlaSa) 

LOCAL NAMES. Acrjtsm (Balurfu) ; Ccw.% (Brahm). 
yrrr. Bulbul; length e. 18 cm (7 in.). 
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fteld CHAjiACTERs. As m 940, q.v. See Afuscum Diagnosis. 

STATOS, DisnuBimoN and habitat. Resident throughout central and 
cojptal Makran south of Las Bela and in the Sibi Plain. Summer (breeding) 
visitor to N. Baluchistan,^ amSnng end ^farch, departing August/September, 
ascending some of the higher hills to c, 1600 m. Intergradcs with nominate 
ntlatas in Sind and N\V. Punjab. Affects open scrub country and outskirts 
of cultivation. 

Extralimital Adjoining Persian Baluchistan, E, Persia and S. Afghanistan. 
Reported from Transcaspxa. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and dALiS. As in 940. 

BREEDiNO. Season, April to June. eggs and breeding biologv as 

in 940. - 

Museum Diagnosis. ' Paler above in both sexes than nominate tittalm; averaging 
larger, in 10 ad. (parat>'pcs), %ring 86-92 (83-8), bUl 17-20 (18-5), as against 
82-88 (85*5) and 15‘5-18 (16*5) in 10 dd from southern Madras* (Vaurie). 

\Veigbt 1 o’ 26 g (Paludan, Afghanistan). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 940. 


940. Indian Baybacked Shrike. Laniur mttatar rittefuj Valenciennes 

LwiainV/a/iu Valenciennes, 1826, DicL Sci.Nat., M. I-evrauIt 40 : 227 (Pondicherry) 
Baker, FBI No. 710, VoL 2: 289 
Plate 66, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAi^. PdekanSk (Hindi); Pdchndk Idtoro (Gujarati) ; PjTfo (Stndi) ; CAAoto 
kUalora, Kh^tkSrkcld (Bengali) ; Ckinna hUinkU Veraie dega (Tdugu) ; Kichdn kurdri 
(Tamil) ; Asvrakkili (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length e. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Smaller than Rufousbacked Shrike. head wWtc- 
and-grey with a broad black band across forehead encircling eye and reach* 
ing back to end of ear-coverts; back chestnut-maroon; rump whitish. Below, 
white: fulvous on breast, rusty on flanks. Sexes alike, but frontal band 
somewhat narrower in female. 

Small size, chestnut back, white rump, contrasty black-and-white tail, 
and roundish white ‘ mirrors ’ on black brings diagnostic in flight. 

Immature birds with rufous tail and minus ^vh^te udng-mirror, confusingly 
like Pale Broum or Rufous shrikes (942, 943) but usually show some grey on 
lower rump. ' 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with marked seasonal 
movements, pardcularly in the northern parts. AJl India and W. Pakistan 
from along the outer Himalayan ranges (to c. 2000 m) — including Ghiiral, 
Kashmir south of Pir Panjal range, and Nepal terai — south throughout 
the Peninsula to Kanyakumari, and from Sind casiuTird to West Bengal; 
plains and hills. Not Assam, East Pakistan or Ceylon. Affects dry open scrub 
country and outskirts of cultivation. Preferential habitat intermediate 
between dry’ semi-desert of Grey Shrike (933) and uooded, well-watered 
facies of Rufousbacked (946), 

GENERAL HABrTS. Tj-pical shrikc. \^cry parochial, inhabiting the same 
beat day after day and jealously guarding it against interlopers. Usually 
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icen somary' or m separated pairs keeping a look-out for prey from some 
.cx^ed pCTch — bmh-top. dead tree or telegraph «-ire- 5 t™™r ia 
ta.1 from side to side, dropping to the ground now and again to seise ia 
quarr>- and returning to the same or a nearby perch. Quarry held undetfoo- 
and tom' to pieces with the sharp hooked bill before being da-ourtd! 

Larders less common than in Grey or Rufousbacked shrikes. 

FOOD. CalcrpiBars, beetles, ants and other Hj-mcnoptcra and Neuroptca 
Also large insects, e.g. crickets and grasshoppers, as well as lirmh and 
occasionally young mice and nestling birds. * 

%'OICE and calls. Normally a harsh, rather scolding chur-r or cArr^tr 
sometimes soundmg very like the squealing of a frog caught by a saakc! 
In breeding season a pleasant, rambling, irarbling song (qI) interlarded 
with faithful mimicry of many other birds’ calls. ^ 


BREEDINO. Season, overall February to September; chiefly Februars- 
to April in South India. May to July elsewhere. A'ol, a neat compact cup 
of grass, rags, wool, tow and feathers with much cobweb on the esienor 
as binding material. Placed at moderate heights (c. 2 to 4 m up) in the 
fork of a thorn tree sudi as Acada, Prosopis or ^zyphm. Eggs, 3 to 5, verj’ 
variable in coloration and markings; commonest tjpe pale greenish white, 
thickly blotched and spotted with purplish brown, espedally at the broad 
end. Avpge size of 100 eggs 20-8 X 15-7 mm (Baker). Both sexes share 
in building the nest, incubation (?) and feeding the young. Incubation 
pen'od undetermined. Often two broods raised in a season, usually with 
a fresh nest for each. 

CourUhtp. Male aHghts close to female on a branch, the two sometimes 
almost touching each other. He cranes out liis neck stiffly and with tail 
partially cocked utters harsh excited cries, his face turned away from the 
female the while but obviously talking ‘ at * lier. She remains seemingly 
unconcerned, and while being serenaded may even fly douTi to the ground 
to pick an insect and back to a different perch. Here she is promptly fo)lo'\ ed 
by the male who repeats his amorous antics. He may vary- the harsh cria 
by the pretty warbling mimicking song. His face still remains turned a«Tiy 
from her during the performance but his body inclined .towards her in a 
sidling posture. Ever}' little while she utters a harsh chee-ur (of approv'al or 
encouragement ?) whereupon the male hops stiffly a couple of centimetres 
closer to her, maintaining the same rigid stance of head and body. Copula- 
tion probably follows, but not observ'cd. Sometimes two males may pay 
court in this manner to the same female, each making a sudden dash at his 
rival bctweenwhilcs in an attempt to beat him off. 

MusEini Diagnosis. See keys to the Species and Subspecies, and Field Characitn. 

Young (immature). Upperparts mealy grey, tinged rufous on mantle and upper 
lail-coverts, and all with dark bars and pale tips; ear<orcris brov.-n; greitcr coverts 
and tertials rufous with pale tips and dark contour lines; primary coverts and 
fiighUfcathcTS dark brmvn with pale tips and narroNv lufesccnt outer edges; a faint 
indication of white wing-patdi of adult (in o' only ?). Tail rufous with mbternunaj 
dark biuwn contour lines and pale tips; outer pair of rcctricca rufous-while. Bdeie, 
while Nvith NTtriablc amount of dark tvavy bars on flanks and breast. Postjuvenal 
moult includebody, all \ving-coverts except primar)'*, tertials and a variable number 


of tail-feathers. 
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First-year. A dull edition of adult except for tlie unmoultcd parts of wing 
and tail. Frontal black band may be absent; band through eye may He brenvn; 
nape to mantle may be washed with ashy grey; sides of breast may be marked with 
dark crescents. Some may breed during next spring in this dress, others presumably 
moult to adult (Ticehurst MSS.). 

HEASUREAfENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

(P 9 82-90 15-18 21-24 81-96 mm 

(usually under 90) 

(SA, HW) 

Weight 17 0^9 18-24 (av. 20-8) g — SA, BB, 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris brown. Bill dark homy bro'vn or black (in im- 
mature paler at base of lower mandible); mouth pink (in imm. ydiow). Legs, feet 
and claws plumbeous- or homy black, paler in immature. 

Lanius collurio Linnaeus 
Cf. Sicgmann, B., 1930, Om. Monatsb, 38: 106-18 

Key to the Subspecies 

Fagc 

A Tail black and white; back chestnut contrasting with ashy head and 

nape L. r. collurio 87 

B Tail rufous; head, nape and back concolorous, a light brownish grey 

1 A conspicuous wing-patch. .................. .L. e. phoenicuroides 88 

2 Wing-patch concealed l„e.isaheUinus 89 

941. Redbacked Shrike. Lanius collurio collurio Linnaeus 

Lemus Collurio Unnacus, 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 94 (Sweden) 

L.(ar.ius) collurio pallidiyrons Johansen, 1952, Jour. f. Ora- 92; 199 
(Tomsk, West Siberia) 

Baker, FBI No. 717. Vol. 2: 298 
• Plate '66, fig- 13 

local naj-ies. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 17 cm (7 in.). 

field characteks. Male (adult), confuFingly similar to Baybacked 
Shrike (940) in size and coloration. Distinguished from it by absence of 
white wing-speculum and by greater amount of xrhite in tail. 

Female (adult), like male but duller; usually xvithom the black band 

'**young^bhds impossible to differentiate in the field from immature /iW- 
asToides (942); for distinguishing in the hand see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS DiyntiBunoN and habitat. Regular autumn passage migrant 
in smaU ’numbers through W. Pakistan and extreme svest^ ^j«than 
Tnd N Guiarat via Arabia and east Africa to its umter quartets m Msia. 
R«ordcd in Gilgit. Sind (Karachi), N. Gujarat (Banaskantba, jvutc4., 
Kecoraco ii 6 ; coring evidently largely rmsscs out these 

®“r odhSE ght.reCIed in KutchVd March) and at 
& open^erub Jungle and outiUrts of culuration. 
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Exlralimilal. Most of Europe, east to \V. Altai, south to Caucasus. Asia 
Minor, Iran'. Winters in tropical and S. Africa. 

OEOTRAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Tjpical of the family. 
breedinc. Extralimital; largely as in 940. 

Museum Diaoxosis. See ke>s to the Spedes and Subspecies; for detaib of plu- 
maees. and bionomics, Witherby, 1938, I : Z92'6; Balter, loc. eit. 

Young (immature), dieee. buff to rufous, barred vmh black tresemts; eae- 
coverts dmk brown; wing-coverts and terdab dark brovm 
dps and'subterminal dark contour lines. Tail as 

bm the two central pairs of rec.rices widi narrow white t.^ and and^‘ 

subtemunal contour lines) but more rufous. Below, creamy white with dark crescen 

'’4Te hTnVyoung bird can be told apart from immature fhoeoMd, ^ 
more barred and mure rufcscent above. Tail darker rufous; outer web 
rectriccs white, not rufous. 

SrEASUEEMEXTS ,-.8 

(from feathers) 

jPo-i 88-98 12-14 

5 9 87-96 — 


22-25 


70-82 mm 
— mm 
(IViiherby) 

ccLouasOFBAEEnAESS. Iris dark brovm. Bill <’ 

1mm.). Legs, feet and claws blackish (o’), brownish grey (V and imra.). 

942 Rufous Shriie. Lanius collurio phoenieuroidts (Schalow) 

Oroeaeiatlweniaaoldes Sehalow .875, f Om. 23-. ,48 (TKhimkent) 
Baker, FBI No. 722, Vol. 2: 30J 
. Plate 66, lig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. Ldf Mlara (Quctta); (Brahui). 

ruSlfmore prominent. Undetparts whi.^ 

Female. Like male but less pronounced. 

(941); for distinguishing m 'he hand Vest pfkiitan in the hilh 

STATUS, msTRiBtmoN Vakatu Khaliphat, Ziarat) 

of NE. Baluchistan near Quetta „ij^. in NW. 

Ltween e. 2000 and 3000 m. Regular auturnn pa^^^^^^ 

ha« Stonf pSiirs. Trame^U, 

»ah ir^dLr ,0 Arabia and NE. Afrtca 

Ti-»iinpana. 
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(Sudan, Ethiopia, etc.). For further particulars of range see Vaurie, 1959, 
2:98. 

CE.VERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAT.T.S. Typical of the shrikes, cf. 933, 
9-10. 

'BREEDING. Stosony in Baluchistan April to June. Xul, a massive cup 
of fme- flexible twigs, grass, fibres, etc. and untidy bits of wool and rags 
where available, lined \rilh soft grass or hair. Placed in the centre of a 
low thorny bush or in the fork of a branch with the main stem of a roadside 
tree 3 to 5 metres up. BggSj 5, occasionally 6, as t^’pical of the shrikes (cf. 
940), greenish white with the usual variations. A variety with salmon-pink 
ground reported as common in the Quetta neighbourhe^. Average size of 
20 eggs 22-8 x 16-2 mm (Williams). 

Museum Diagnosis. Compared with isabtUinuz (943) wing-co\'cnsdarker; upper 
lail-coverts and tail more fox>' red; outermost reclrices fall short of tail-tip by 10-16 
mm. 

Compared \s'ith cristatiu (949) tail more foxy red; cro^vn and back contrasting, 
not uniform rich russet bims-n; outermost rectriccs longer. 

Young (immature). Like female but less contrast between croN\'n and upper- 
parts; a good deal of dark and pale cross-barring on upperparts and lesser coverts; 
greater coverts, tcnials and tail M-ith dark submarginal contour lines and pale tips. 
Underparts wth ochraceous tinge and dark squamatc markings except on throat 
and under tail-covert*. Xot so saturated above as in milalar (Ticchurst MSS.). 

In the hand young bird can be told apart from immature coUvrio (941) by being 
less barred, less rufescent aboN'c. Tail paler rufous ; cuter web and tip of outer rectrices 
rufous, not white. 


ItEASURESrENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

cfc? 

91-97 

17-20 

25-27 

78-85 mm 

9 9 

90-94 

17-20 

24-25 

78-83 mm 


(SA) 

Weight 7 d’d' 24-29 ; 5 9 9 25-28 g (Faludan, Afghanistan); 4co?(Noi'./ 
Dec.) 28-34 g — SA, Kutch. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brow-n. Bill black. Legs, feet and claws black. 
In immature bill horn browm aboie, flesh-coloured below, 

943, Pale Brown Shrike. Lanivs collurio isabellinus Hcmprich & Ehrcnbcrg 

Lanius isahellinus Hcmprich fi: Ehrenberg, 1833, S^-mb. Ph^'s. Arium fol. c. 
(Kunfuda, Arabia) 

Baker, FBI No. 721, Vol. 2: 302 
Plate 66, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAME. Mulhalo (Sindi). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length e. 17 cm (7 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS, A pale Sandy bro\N*n shrike irith rusty red rump 
and tail; very similar to the Rufous (942) hut uniformly coloured above, 
trithout the contrast beuveen crown and back. 

Male. Feathers at base of upper mandible, lores and supcrcilitim fulvous 
white; a spot in front of eye, and ear-coverts black, A hidden white speculum 
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Ij^tus tephronotl’S (Vigors) 

Cf. I>unajc^^‘ski, A., Jotn-.f. Om. 87: 38 ; Mayr, E., 1947, JBNHS 47: 125-7; 
Biswas, B., 1950, ibid. 49: 444-55 

Key to the Subspecies 

Back dark gre>*; rufous more exicnshv, generally up to tlie hind- 


most scapulars L. t. lahulazsis 

Back slaty; rufous less extensive L. t. te^kronoha 


944. Ladakh Greyhacked. Shrike. Lanius Uphronotus lafiulensis Koelz 
Lanius uphrerujlus lakulcnsis Koelz, 1950, Amcr. Mus. Novit., No. 1452: 7 
(Kolung, Lahul, Punjab, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 716 (part), Vol. 2: 297 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Bulbul-J-; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 945, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. Confusingly likeL. s. caniseps (947) of southern peninsular 
India but grey of upperparts darker, and usually only rump and upper tail- 
coverts dnnamon. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DiSTjUBUTiON and iLABiTAT, Resident and altitudinal migrant. 
Northern Kashmir, Baltistan, cast to Ladakh (Kargil and Suru valle^-s), 
and Himachal Pradesh (I>ahul, Spiti, Kulu, etc.). Breeds beuvccn c 2700 
and 3300 m; descends to lower elevations in tiie NW. Himalayas in winter. 
Affects open scrub and secondary’ growth in and around abandoned hill 
cultivation clearings. 

£v/ra/ir?:ilcl. Probably adjacent western Tibet. 

GEN*ERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 945. 

BREEUINC. Season, chiefly June and July. P^est, an untidy bulky* cup, 
largely’ composed of ss’ool intermixed with thorny t^vigs, grass, rags and 
feathers bound together with fibres; usually lined with fine grass stems. 
Placed 1-5 to 3 metres or so up in a fair-sized thorn bush or small tree 

{Berberisy Hlppophat, etc.). Position usually given away by' the birds’ harsh 

scolding chatter in the ricinity. Eg^s, 4 to 6, somewhat variable in ground 
colour, most commonly pale grey-green blotched and spotted with grey- 
brown or brown, with numerous secondary markings of lavender and 
grey. Average size of 200 eggs [including those of the Tibetan form (945)] 
24-9 X 18*7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Similar to nominate uphreneius but paler grey abo%*e, and 
usually with a \shite area at the base of the primaries (which is lacking or very poorly 
indicated in nominate tephrenebis). BUI weaker, more slender and not so higlt. 
Averages somewhat smaller; Wing 10 93-103 (97) mm, as against 9S-I05 

(100*5) mm in 10 o'd' of nominate uph^c^.:bis (I’auric). 

MEASITREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tan 

17 o'O' 

92-103 

20-23 

10^120 nun 


(av. 96*9) 

(21-3) 

(115-8) 

o 

o> 

lO 

93-96 

21-23 

lOS-lll mm 


(94-9) 

(22) 

{103*8) 


(BB) 


90 

at base of brown primaries, barely visible in flight. Tail dull rufous, the central 
rectrices brow'ncr. BeloWy pale fulvous, richer on flanks. 

Female. Like male but with cy-e-spot and car-coverts brown instead 
of black. Wing-speculum usually absent; underparts sometimes with faint 
dark squamations on breast. 

Y’oung (immature). Field identification unsatisfactory; see Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STA'IX'S, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. WuitCT Visitor (Septembcr/Octobcr 
to March) and passage migrant. Plains of \V, Pakistan and NIV. India 
in Baluchistan, W. Punjabj Sind, Rajasthan, Gujarat (including Kutch 
and Saurashtra), south through Maharashtra to Nasik and Greater Bombay: 
chiefly west and north of a line from Khandesh through Schorc (M.P.) 
to Gorakhpur (U.P.). Stragglers recorded from Nepal, N. Bengal (Jalpm- 
guri), Bihar (Darbhanga), and eastern Madhya Pradesh (Raipur). Rare 
in Ladakli (Osmasion, JBNHS 31 : 988) ; evidently not found in Kashmir or 
normally in the N4V". Himalayas. Affects culti%ation-outskirts in semi-desert, 
scanty babool and tamarisk jungle, etc. 

Exlralimiial. From Issy*k-kul and Dzungaria west through the plains of 
Tiiikestan to the Kirghiz Steppes. IVintcrs largely in Arabia and NE. 
Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALU. Typical of the family, cf. 933, 
"940. 

BREEDING. 'Extralimital. Recorded by Meinertzbagen as breeding near 
Quetta, in addition to pkoenicuToidss (1914, JBNHS 23: 363). However, 
confirmation has been lacking, and in his Birds of Arabia (1954: 173) 
isabellimis b referred to merely as wintering in N^V. India (second 
thoughts'!). 

Museum Diagnosis. See keys to the Species and Subspecies, and Field Charac- 
tcn. 2nd primary (as.) equal to, or just longer or shorter than 5lh (Ticehurst). 

A good distinction between isabellinus and pkoenieuroides on the one band and 
crislalus on the other is the comparative shortness of the outermost rcctrix in the 
former; from tip of this feather to tail-lip 16-16 mm in isabellinus (and pkcenirjroides), 
19-24 mm in aistatus. 

Adults of this shrike and cristatus (949) have complete moults in both spring and 
autumn which take place in the w-intcr quarters. Summer and ^Vintc^plumages alike. 

Young (immature). Supcrcilium pale and inconspicuous. Upperparts as in 
adult but finely and sparingly* barred with dark brown; dark submarginal contotir 
lines on greater coverts and tcrtials, but those on tail hardly \dsiblc; pale tips to 
primary coverts. Behu', dull white spangled with brown crescentic bars. 

measurements 



Wing 

Tail 

o't? 

89-94 

76-84 mm 


(nv. 91-0) 

(av. 79*2) 

9 9 

86-95 

70-81 mm 


(Paludan) 

Weight 1 o’ 26 g (BB). 3 a’o' 28-33 ; 3 9 9 27-32 g (Paludan, Afghanistan). - 
Biirifrum skull) 18-20 mm (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill dark brow-n above and at tip, 
hom-flesh colour on rest. Legs, feet and claws slaty black. 
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945. Eastern Tibet Greybacked Shrike. Lanius lephronolus iephronotus 
f\'igors) 

Coltirrio uphronotus Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 43 (Himalayas, restricted 
to Gyantsc, Tibet, by Baker, 1924, FBI 2: 297; re-rcsiricted to * Foothills of the 
Himalayas near Darjeeling, where breeding birds of the Gy’antsc district may be 
expected to winter * by Mayr, 1947, loc. cit.: 127) 

Lcr.ius nipalmsis Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Ret-, k: 445 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 716, VoL 2: 297 
Plate 66, fig. 15 

r 

LOCAL NAMES. Bkadrayo (Nepal hills); Bagaka tmlha (Nepal plains); Sakrik pho 
(Lcpcha); Totm (Bhutanese); Tri Ui (Tibetan). 

SIZE. Bulbul -f j length c, 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Superficially very* like Rufousbacked Shrike. Above, 
narrow forehead and a broad band through eyes to car-coverts black. Crown, 
nape, hindncck, and back dark leaden grey or slaty*. Rump and upper tail- 
coverts rufous, this colour not extending beyond rump; tail chestnut-browTi. 
Wings black, only sometimes with an insignificant white patch or * mirror *. 
BehWy rufous, paler on abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Brccds in Garhwal, Kumaon and 
eastward through Nepal (?), Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA, between c. 2700 
and 4500 m. Winters at lower elevations and in the foothills and adjoining 
plains in Uttar Pradesh, Nepal Valley, Bihar, Madhy’a Pradesh (straggler), 
West Bengal, Assam, Manipur, and probably* northern E. Pakistan. Affects 
open scrub, scmi-cuUiN'ation, gardens and orchards. 

Extraiimilal. Breeds also in eastern Tibet north to Sikang, south to N. 
Yunnan, east to W. Szechuan. ^Vinters in Burma, S. Yunnan, N. Thailand 
and the Indochinese countries. For details sec Vaurie, 1959, 2: 105. 

GENERAL HABITS. A high-clcvation shrike, descending to its winter quarters 
in Scptcmber/Octobcr and leaving again by March/April. Habits and bc- 
hariour ly’pical of the family; very similar to^thosc of Rufousbacked and 
South Indian Greybacked shrikes (946, 947) qq. v. Seen singly or in widely* 
separated pairs keeping a look-out for creeping prey from bush-tops. Noisy 
and conspicuous. Has jealously guarded feeding territories where intrusion 
by others of its kind is actively resented. On disturbance or alarm drops 
from its perch and flics with rapid wing-beats flat along the ground sweeping 
up^va^d to settle on another \*antage point a hundred metres or so away. 

FOOD. Crickets, grasshoppers, caterpillars and other insects; lizards, 
n«tHng birds, baby mice, etc. Also maintains ‘larders’ of surplus food 
impaled on ihoms. 

VOICE and CALLS. Harsh grating cries as if seized by hawk; most noisy* 
towards sunset. Also mimics other birds* calls. 

BREEDING. Seoscn, nest and eggs (c/3-6) as in 944. 

Mu5EU\i DtACNons. Like tckulrnsis (944) but S 0 Tnc^^hat larger, darker, more 
slaty grey abo^•c. BUI stouter. Wliite supcrcilium and white wing-spot often, but not 
always, absent. Rufous on lower plumage urually richer and more extensive ilian 
in 

* Postnuptial moult completed by December and some, apparently first year 
birds, perform a complete moult in April ' (CBT). 


COLOURS OT BARE PARTS- As in 945. 
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Young (immature). Breast, belly and flanlis more or lea spangled with narioisr 

dark brow-n baa; some indication of this also on upper tail-coverts. As in e^lhrmoha 
there IS vanation in the white wing-spot, white supercilium, tail, and in the amount 
of postjuvenal moult. 

&IEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

95^108 


Bill 

(from skull) 
20-23 


Tarsus 


Tail 


20-23 20-30 102-119 mm 

, „ (SA, BB, HW) 

Weight 8 (? 39-51; 499 43-54 g (GD, SA, BB). 

COLOUKS OF BARE PARts. Iris brown. Bill horny brown or black, paler at base 
oflowcr mandible. Legs, feet and claws homy black. 


Lanius schach Linnaeus 


Cf. Biswas, B., 1950, JBNHS 49 : 444-55; Vaurie,.C., 1955, Amtr. Mus. Mcii., 
No. 1752: 13; Rand, A. L. & Fleming, R. L., 1957, FUUiam, Zoology 41 : 189-92 

Key to the Subspecies 


A Head black , 


Page 

B Head grey 



1 Upper back more or less suffused with rufous . . . 

. u.L,s. eiythremotus 

93 

e 2 Upper back with no tinge of rufous 

L, s. caniceps 

96 


/ 


946. Rnfousbacked Shrike. Lanius schach eryihmnotus (Vigoa) 

CMurio eiylhronctus Vigoa, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 42 (Himalayas, restricted 
to Lucknow by Baker, 1924, FBI 2: 295; re-restricted to Simla-Almora dist. by 
Ticchuat & Whistler, 1924, Ibis: 468-73) 

Baker, FBI No. 714, Vol. 2: 295 
Plate 66 , fig. 17 

LOCAL NAMES. Mattiya Idtora, Kdjala Idtora (Hindi) ; Mdjkla Idlora (Saugor, M.P,) ; 
Hara wataj {zmlaj = executioner, Kashmiri) ; Tena lilinchi (Telugu). 

SEE. Bulbul -f ; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIEU3 CHARACTERS. A typical shrike tvith large head, stout laterally 
compressed hook-tipped bill, and longish graduated tail. 

Adult. Above, forehead and a broad band through eye black; crotvn, 
nape, sides and hindneck, and upper back clear grey diffusing to rufous 
or cinnamon on rest of upperparts. Tail black and rufous. Below, chin, 
throat and upper breast white ; rest of underparts pale rufous. Wings blackish 
with a white wing-spot or mirror, conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Breeds in W. Pakis'tan and India, 
in NE. Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab (NW. frontier districts, Murree hills. 
Salt Range, etc.), Ghitral, Gilgit, Astor, Kashmir, along the outer ranges 
of the W. Himalayas eastward to Kumaon (Almora dist.) up to c. 3000 m. 
Arrives early April, leaves c. September. Also breeds in Uttar Pradesh 
southward to E. Maharashtra (Nagpur); in the west, in Rajasthan and 
southward through Gujarat and W. Maharashtra to N. Mysore (Belgaum). 
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intergrades yvith can, ceps (947) and (rireicr (948) on the southern and eastern 
edges of its breeding range. 

In much of the above areas commoner in winter, in addition to spreadine 
out then to \\. Bengal, Andhra Pradesh (Hyderabad), E. Madhya, Pradesh 
(Bastar dcst.), and coastal Makran in Baluchistan. However, the wide 
overlap of the similar-looking races in svintcr has resulted in some confusion 
and ambiguity in the records for the Peninsula. 

Affecu openly wooded, well-svatered country— culthation, gardens 
orchards, roadside hedges, etc Partial to groves of young date and palmm 
palms. ^ 

Extralimital. Southern Russian Turkestan, eastward to Ferghana, south- ' 
ward to Transcaspia, NE. Iran, Afghanistan. For particular see \'aime 
1959, 2: J05-6. ’ 


general habits. As of the family. Pugnacious, bold and rapacious; 
keeps singly or in widely separated pairs, each to its own particular beat 
or feeding territory, haunting the same day after day all through the season 
and guarding it fiercely against intrusion by others of its kind. Perches 
upright on an exposed bush-top, stake, or telegraph wire keeping a sharp 
look-out for crawling prey. Glides down at an angle, softly and silently, 
to seize the quarry in bill and bear it away. Often pirates food from other 
birds, even bigger than itself, by bouncing into them bodily while on the 
ground, knocking them down and making off wth the prize before they 
have recovered from their outraged surprise I Kills young sparrows, mice 
and other small animals by pouncing and smothering them on the ground 
and striking viciously and repeatedly on the head with the powerful bill. 
Often only the brain eaten, the rest impaled on a thorn along nith other 
surplus food as a larder. Will sometimes hawk insects (moths, cringed ter- 
mites, etc.) in the air, launching short sorties from a perch, turning and 
twisting on the wing in pursuit and returning to base srith the quarry. 

FOOD. Any small living creature that can be overpowered: crickets, 
locusts and hoppers, grasshoppers, caterpillars, ants and other H)Tnenoptcra, 
beetles and other insects; lizards, frogs, fledgling, sickly or disabled birds, 
young field mice, etc. Also .earthworms, and once a Uvo-inch chUwa fish 
{Chela argentea). Once reported eating ripe fruit of neem {Melia sp.) — 
Neelakantan, JBNHS 50; 666-7. 

VOICE and calls. Vociferous and noisy, particularly in breeding season. 
Normal notes harsh, grating, complaining cries as if in distress, reminiscent 
of squealing of frog caught by snake. Note gMlkghllk or julikjullk followed 
by a yapping yaon yaon. When angry, harsh scolding cries * closely re- 
sembling those of a Corncrake {Crex crex) heard in the distance * (Magrath). 
In breeding season has a beautiful subdued musical song, uttered in the 
nature of a soliloquy, sa'tained unbrokcnly sometimes for fifteen minutes 
or more at a stretch. Is an accomplished and versatile mimic of other birds' 
calls which are freely interlarded in its own song. Among species imitated 
to perfection the following recorded: pariah kite, common and pied mynas, 
house and ycllowthroatcd sparrows, swallow, swift, parakeet, redvented 
bulbul, common, jungle, and yellow-eyed babblers, grey ^d black par- 
tridge, yellow- and rcdwattled lapwings, common sandpiper, large and 
small green bee-eaters, baya (chorus), Indian nightjar, rain quail, large 
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cuckoo shrike, purple sunbird (song), koel, pled crested-, hawk-, common 
and Indian cuckoos, magpie-robin. Other sounds such as call of striped 
squirrel and yrlping of new-born puppies also realistically woven into the 
song and following one another in smooth succession. Is very quick to 
learn, and often reproduces the calls long after the originals have left the 
locality, signifying a remarkably retentive memory, 

BREi^DiNG. Seasouy overall March to July; chiefly April-May in the plains. 
May to July in Kashmir and elsewhere in the Himalayas. a bulky, 
deepish, loosely built cup of thorny twigs, rubbish, dirty rags, wool, hair, 
bits of papery bark, roots, etc. lined with fine grass stems. It measures c. 18-19 
cm across on the outside; diameter of cup c. 7-8 cm, depth c. 5-6 cm. Placed 
3 or 4 metres up amongst a cluster of t>vigs in a willow or thorny tree; oc- 
casionally at the base of leaf-stalks in a small date or palmyra palm. Eggs^ 
3 to 6 , usually 4 or 5, somewhat variable in shape, colour and size; mostly 
greyish or greenish white in ground-colour, fairly heavily marked with 
sepia or dark grey or yellowish brown in a zone at the big end. Average size 
of 95 eggs 23 x 17*9 mm (Osmaston).,Both sexes take part in building the 
nest, incubation and tending the young. Incubation period undetermined. 
Often has two successive broods (sometimes three) using the same nest for 
both. Commonly brood-parasitized by the cuckoos Cuculus canorus, C. varitts 
and Clamalor jacobinus. ' » 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspecies. ^Vh^te >ving- 3 pcculum large. 
Rufous of rump extends to mantle; in canicepj more or less confined to rump, ^^t 
there is some variation in the amount of rufous colour in the upperparts, and in i- 
^ddua] wnter specimens are often impossible to place with ccrtmnty. ^ 

Young (immature). General colour scheme as in adult^ut feathers of upperparts 
with narrow dark brown bars, and with ochraceous or fulvous tips on head and 
neck; band through eye blacidsh broAvn (p. black); primary coverts dark broi'’n, 
rest of coverts dark brown with rufescent tips and edges; flight-feathers dark brm'n 
wth pale tips; tail bro 3 vn tinged with rufous, and with paler tips. Below, chin and 
throat white; rest of underparts cream coloured ^rith dark cross-bars on breast 
and flanks. 

First-year birds recognized by browner wings wifoout the white mirror, 
browner unmoulted parts of tail, and sometimes a bro 3 vnish cast to the grc)' ofthe 


upperparts- 

measurements 

Wing 

9 9 87-95 


BUI 

Tarsus 

(from skull) 

27-30 

19-23 

19-23 

25-29 


Tail ’ 

107-127 mm 
107-119 mm 
(BB, SA) 


AfdRht 6 (ft? 37-41; 5 9 9 33-41 g (PnludRn — Afghanistan). 

»LOUR5 OF BARE FARIE. Iris brosvn. Bill black, flesh coloured at base of lower 
ndiblc. Legs, feet and claws bnnvnish black. 


947. Sontb Indian Greybacked Shrike. Lanius schach caniceps Blyth 

Lanius caniceps Blyth, 1846, Jour- Asial. Soc. Bengal 15: 302 (India, restricted to 

Madras by Whistler & Kinnear, 1930, Jour. Bombay nat. Hill. Soc. 34: 396) 
Lanius schach hapiiau’orensis Koclz, Ames, Mus, Novit., 1452: 7 (Jamwala, Junagadh, 
Kathiawar Peninsula, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 715, Vol. 4: 296 

LOCAL NA-VES. Same as for 946; A'aitu kuruci, Pey kurSci (Tamil). 

SIZE. Bulbul 4-; IchglB c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 946, q.v. Scc Musctim Diagnosis. 

Immature birds easily confused in the field with various subadult stages 
of Lanius coUusio phocnicunidcs (942) and L. c. isabcUinus (943), but schach 
has the upperparts greyer v. browner in the others. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to local seasonal 
movements, thus only a svinter visitor in parts of its range. NW. Ceylon 
(dry coastal belt in Jaflha Peninsula and offshore islands). Peninsular India 
from the extreme south to Kutch and Saurashira in Gujarat, thence eastward 
through Madhya Pradesh and Andhra; plains level to c. 1200 m. Inttr- 
grades with nylhronolus at the northern edge of its breeding range. Affects 
deciduous openly svooded country — culrivation, orchards, date groves, etc. 

CENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CAIX5. As in 946. In Ceylon, frogs 
reported to be a favourite prey. Also takes mantises (Mantidac) and dragon- 
flies (Libcllulidae). 

BREEDIKO. Season, in India chiefly March to May-June (up to July- 
August in Kutch); in Ceylon December to June, chiefly April-May. jhesi, 
and eggs (c/3 to 6 ; in Ceylon, 2 to4) and breeding biology as in 946. Average 

size of 100 eggs 22-6 X 18-0 mm (Baker). 

Mesruu Diaonosis. Differs from eeyOxeemahes (946) in bawng the grey of bead 
and mantle paler and extending down to rump, which alone (with llie upper Uil- 
coverts) is cinnamon-rufous. But there is a continuous dine in this character and 
individual exampica are diflicult to assign with certainty, especially in wimer when 
there is an intermingling of the subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^\^ng Bill Tanus 

(from skull) 

90-9B 19-22 

87-95 19-22 


Tail 


cJ'ri' 

99 


26-29 

26-29 


113-127 mm 
106-118 mm 
, (SA, BD, mv> 


Weight 7 ri’ 9 33-38 g (SA) 








A. QiA 


948. Blackheaded Shrike. Lanius schach Iricalar (Hodgson) 
(Callurio) Teieclar Hodgmn, 1837, Ind. Rev. 1 (10): 446 (h'^al. rrslri^ed to 
Katlimandu, Nepal V.sllcy. irr Biswas. 1950. loc. c,t.. below: As\) 
Baker, FBI No. 712, Vol. 2: 292 ( «• a- nipuegs) 


' AAfav. tR 


1 X>CAI. NAME. Sakrik pho (LqxJia). 

SEE. Bulbul +: length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 
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riEi-D CHARACTERS. A tj^pical shrike ^rith black head and a small ^vhile 
patch or * mirror ’ on the blackish ■wings, particularly conspicuous in flight. 

Abort, cro'v.’n, sides of head, nape and hindneck black. Upper back ashy 
grey clinging to light chestnut on rest of upper plumage. Tail black, tipped 
and mxugined \rith rufoxis. Below, cheeks, chin and throat white sha^g 
to pale rufous on breast and to bright rufous on rest of lower plumage 
excepting abdomen which is whitish. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Brccds in the Himala>Tis between 
e. 3000 and 4300 m, in Garh>s*al, Kumaon, Nepal and east\%’ard through 
Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA (?). Winters at lower ele\*ations in the above 
areas (below c. 1700 m) and in the plains of Uttar Pradesh (westernmost 
record Jagadhri, Ambala dist. — Jones, JBNHS 26: 675), Bihar, Orissa, W. 
Bengal, Assam, Nagaland, hlanipur, and E. Pakistan. Affects open wooded 
country: light forest, scrub jungle, gardens and orchards, etc. Very' partial 
to tall grassland with scattered bushes. 

A large hybrid zone between this and the t\vo preceding forms (946 and 
947) occurs in the hills of eastern Uttar Pradesh and western Nepal, [Re- 
corded breeding in "W. Bengal (24-Parganas dist.) — S. C. La^v, JBNHS 
36: 261--2.] \Vintcring specimens showing intermediate characters have 
been taken in U.P., Nepal, Bihar, Madhyu Pradesh, south to Orissa and 
northern Andhra in the Eastern Ghats. 

Exlralimllol. Burma, Yunnan, Thailand, Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 946, q.v. Keeps singly 
perched on bush-tops, telegraph svires, etc. w’hence it makes sallies to the 
ground for creeping prey. Has the usual harsh chattering and scolding notes 
of shrikes, but is also a very good songster and accomplished minuc. During 
the breeding season the male delivers a song of considerable s\veetness, 
range and duration, interlarded svith numerous other birds* and 
snatches of song. 

BREEDiNO. Season, April to July, chiefly May and June. Xest, as in 946 
— a massive, compact cup of grass-stems, thorny twigs, etc., lined wnth softer 
grass, roots and fibres; built in shrubs, bamboo clumps or small trees mostly 
-Up to c. 6 m from the ground. Eggr, 4-6, \'ariable, pink to buff or pale green, 
blotched and spotted with greyish-, reddish-, or purplish bro^vm, more 
densely at the broad end. Average size of 200 eggs 23*6 X 17'9 mm 
(Baker), Both sexes share in building the nest, incubation, and feeding 
the yoimg. Incubation period, Baker, 14-15 days, ’ 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characiers and Kcj* to the Subspeaes; for a 
full discussion on LexSos sehach and its subspecies in SE. Asia — B. Brnsns, 1950, 
JBNHS 49: 444-55. 

Young (immature). upperparts and sides of head pale och^accousbro^ra 

with small black bars on bead and larger V-shaped bars on mantle — all with 
ochraccous tips; Imver back and rump pale dull ochraceous with no bars; upper 
tail-coverts rufous; lores and car-ccn.*crts blackish. Below, creamy white with no 
bars; under tail-coverts tinged fulvous. ^Vins-co^•c^t5 dark brown with rusty spots 
and tips. Tail brown, not black; outer two pain of rectrices dull fulvous (not black) 
with nifous-w’hitc outer webs sharply defined, Pos^m'cnal moxilt of body and ap- 
parently all coverts except primary. Fint-ycar birds distinguished by Juvenal tail 
Cnc<diurst, MSS,). ‘ 
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measurements 


Wing 

Bin 

(from, skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

. fft? 

93-101 

20-23 

29-34 

115-135 tarn 

99 

92-96 

26-23 

27-29 

106-126 mm 
(SA BB) 


Weight 8 cTtf 39-50; 2 9 $ 43, 43 g (SA, GD, Paynlcr). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis dark brown. Bill black, homy or flesh coloured 
at base in shinier. Legs and feet slaty- or brownish black. 


Lanius crbtatl^ Linnaeus 

Key to the Sabspeexes 
Crown practically the same coloxir as back. . . 

Crown grey 

949. Browm Shrike. Lenius cristaius enstatus linnaeus 

Xi^rtiui criststus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. PsaL, cd. 10, 1; 93 (Bcnghala) 

Baker, FBI No. 719, Vol. 2; 300 
Plate 66, fig. 9 

Loau. NAStES. KarBta (all shrikes — Bengali) ; /Terkhela (Hindi) ; Batis gSdn, BalU 
kiritigad'J (Tclugu).' 

SIZE.. Bulbul length r. 19 cm (74 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Adult. Entire upperparts including ^wn, rump 
and upper tail-coverts reddish browm; forehead and superdlium white; 
a black line through eyes to .car-coverts. Tail rufou^browm. 4Vings browTUsh 
black, edged rufous; no white 'mirror* or speculum. Below, chin, checks 
and throat white; rest pale fulvous, tinged with variable amount of nifcsccnt 
on breast and belly. Sexes alike. 

Some adulU have the breast and sides spangled with dark crescentic 
bars. 

Easily confused in the field -with the very similar L. c. phoaaairmdu (Stt) 
and L. c. iiahtttinus (943) along its western limits, but is darker and with 
the tail less red. See Key to the Species and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DETRiBimos and HABITAT. Winter s-isitor. All India including 
NEFA, Assam, Nagaland and Manipur together nith Nepal, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and E. Pakistan, roughly south and east of a line from Ahmednagar 
through the Surat Dangs (Gujarat), Mhow (Madhya Pradesh), Lucknow 
(Uttar Pradesh) and Nepal. Also winters in Geyion (common), and the 
Laccadive, Maidive, Andaman and Nicobar islands ( ?). From plmns level to 
c. 2100 m in the Himalayas and in the peninsular and Assam hills. Affects 
forest edges and clearings, secondaty scrub jungle and grass-covered hiilsidis 
with scattered bushes and small trees etc. in dry-dedduous and seini- 
evergreen biotope. Arrives chiefly August-September: mosUy gone by mid 
April, some indisiduals sta}ing on till early June. 

Exlralimital. Breeds in Siberia from Tomsk to the Kolyrna R, and Kam- 
chatka south to N. Mongolia and N. Amurland. (For details see Vaurie, 


,.L. c. enstates 
.L. e. luiemensis 
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Lonfirs cr/itotin 



GENERAL HABITS. Typical of the shrikes, c£ 933, 946, Perhaps more 
crepuscular than others: commonly seen on the move and huntiiig till ivcU 
afier dusk, W'hcn also it is particularly noisy. 

^ FOOD. locusts, grasshoppers, crickets and other insects ; sickly or fledgling 
bir^, baby rnice, lizards, etc. A w'hitc-eye {^osierpps) been found impaled 
in its larder. 

VOICE and cah^. A harsh loud swearing or scol^ng efe'-r-r-r commonly 
utter^: distinguishable fix»m that of Rufousbadeed Shrike. Only sub-song 
occasionally beard m its winter quarters — a svs'cet but faint, almost in- 
audible ivarbling, like a very subdued and mellow version of the Rosy 
Pastor’s chattering song, with mimicry of other bird-calls interlarded. 
Sirring often detected o^y by the pulsations of the bird’s throat and the 
accompan>Tng up-and-down N-ibrations of the tail (S.A). 

SREEDiNO. Extralimital. Alleged nesting within Indian limits — N. 
Caciiar and Khasi hills (Baker) — lades substantiation. 

Mczeum Dxacnoss. DlITcrs from L. e. phoenuzxoides (942) in having the tail 
krowaer, and nunp and upper taH-coverts concolcroua with bad: r, contrasting rusty 
red. Most reliably diagnosed from it b)’ comparative lengths of outermost rectrices; 
dutance from tip of this feather to tip of central r e ctri ces 19-24 mm, against 16-16 
*nm ia (and frssirZ&ss). 

Avltilfs ha^x two complete moults — in spring and autumn — in the winter 
quanen (efr ise^Uira, 943), 

Young (immature). Juvenile Hkc that of Ladss c. pf.ordaxsida (942), q.v., but 
darker, more saturated rufous above. Outer tafl-fcathers shorter but with the same 
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ark subterminal contour lines by which first-year birds can alwa)*5 be recogmxed; 
icsc contour lines also present on the greater coverts and tertials. 

Fint-year birds 9 ) richer, darker and more rufous-browTi aben-e ^aa fini- 
car phoerdcffoiiis, with the same dark contour lines to tertials and crcsccnuc barring 
clow (Ticehurst, MSS.). 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BiU 

Tanus 

Tail 


(from skull) 


78-85 mm 

85-89 

18-20 

24-26 

80-89 

18-20 

2-^26 

78-89 mm 


9 9 

Wright 3 ePd’ 30-39 ; 2 9 9 33, 34 g (GD, Paynt«). 14 (?9 (winter) 2I-3n 

v.28-0) g — S.\. 

COLOUB5 OF B.A<tE FARTF. IHs brmm. BiU homy hrmm, pnler nt gape and baac 
lotver mandible; mouth pale pinkish flesh. Legs and fret plumbeous or bluish grey; 
aws homy bro%m. 

950. Philippine Shrike. Lcr.iuz cmtclus ludorjrjb Linnaeus 
ferin-rasis Liimacus, 1766, Sj-st. NaU, ed. 12. 1 : 135 (Luzon) 

Baker, FBI No- t20, VoL 2: 302 

uoCAl. NAStES. Same as for 949. 

SIZE. Bulbul ±; length c. 19 cm (71 in.). . s a a 

F-im CHARACTERS. rVs of trfrfato (949), q.v., but wtib forehead and 
iperdlium greyish svhite; crosra greyish brown contrasUng ssttn rest of 
plaits; rump and upper tail-coverts tinged ssrth rufous Sezes alik^ 
^TUS msTRiEtmON and HABrrAr. Winter visitor (September to Apnl) 
licfly to the Andaman and Nicobar islands (common), and Ceylon (oc- 
isional or regular?); belies-ed to reach there via the rVndamans. One old 
■cord for Kerala (Hume, 1876,SF4:393).rVffccts5econdan- jungle, gardens 
round habitations, and forest clearings for settlements, hill and plain. 
jEstra/imiKd Breeds in Szechuan, E. CHna, Korea. iVmters also m Burma, 
•hniland, Mala>-a, Indonesian islands,^ Philippines. Taitvan, etc. 

CEN-ERAE H.VBITS and FOOD. As in 949. - _ , 

VOICE and c.vels. Harsh chattering as m 9r9. Song remimscent of a Sedge 
Warbler’s; also that of Thickbilled Warbler {Pkrcgzfr^tmla vdoi, 1549) — 
F. IN’ickham, Burma. 

breeding. ExtralimitaL Non-breeding examples taken m the .Andamans 
r June and July suggest pmsibflity of some ovcrsumme.-mg there. 

Mcsecu Diackcsu. See Field Characters and Key to the Sub-pecics. Edga of 
:Ttiarics and of secondaries paler rufous than in cruEUar. 

First-year birds have the entire upperparts more greyish hro-.»-n than in eristrfai. 
measurements 

Bin Tama TaH 

(frtsm fcathen) 

87-92 A IS A 24-25 


%Vla 5 o' 9 90-94 mm (Hartert). 

COLOURS or BART PART*. As 13 9t9. 


TTvm 

(Baker) 
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951. Eastern Woodchat Shrike. (Bonaparte) 

Emncmm nihlicm Bonaparte, 1853, Rev. Mag. Zool. 5; 439 (White Nile) 
Baker, FBI No. 718, Vol. 2: 299 
Plate 66, fig. 14 
LOCAL NAMES. None recordecl. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length r. 17 cm (6i in.). 

FIEI^ CHARACTERS. Adult. Above, broad forehead and band through 
crown, nape and hindneck rich chestnut: upper back black 
shading to ^ey on rump and to white on upper tail-coverts: wings and 
mantle blackish with prominent white shoulder-patches and a short white 
wmg-bar; tail black ^vith outer rectrices largely white. Below, white washed 
with fulvous. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, pale grey, barred throughout with blackish, 
and with traces of the wing-patch. Below, white, 'faintly barred on breast 
flunks with wavy brown lines. Differs from similar-looking young 
Red-backed Shrike {L. c. collurio, 941) in being less rufous with much paler 
scapulars and rump, and traces of short whitish^wing-bar. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. No specimens from within our limits, 
but may occur sporadically in W. Pakistan. Murray’s record from Daolatpur 
m Upper Sind shown to be erroneous (Ticehurst, 1922, Ibis: 610). Baker’s 
identification of an unpreserved specimen from Quetta (Baluchistan) cannot 
be substantiated.' 

Extralimital. Palestine north to Syria, east to Iraq, Iran and PersianBalu- 
chistan. For details see Vaurie, 1959, 2: 103. 

Family Oriolidae: Orioles 

For morphological characters and description see Van Tyne, J, & Berger, A.J., 
1959: 506; Baker, E. C. Stuart, 1926, FBI 3:4; Moreau, R. E., 1964, Article * Oriole * 
in Thomson, A. L. (cd.) New Diet, Birds. London & New York. 

Genus Oriolus Linnaeus 

Oriolus Linnaeus, 1766, Syst. Nat., cd. 12, 1; 160. Type, by tautonymy, Corccias 
Oriolus Linnaeus 

Head uncrested. Bill about same length as head; culmcn generally curved, tip 
notched and bent; nostrils elongate and exposed; rictal bristles fairly strong. Wing 
long and pointed : first primary (as.) longer than half the second. Tati much shorter 
than wing, slightly graduated. Tarsus short and scutellated. 

Key to the Species 

A General colour black and yellow 

a Nape black; crown yello^v or greenish yellow 0. chinensh 

b Nape and crown yellow or greenish yellow 0. oriolus 

c Nape and crown black '. O.xanthomus 

B General colour black and maroon 0. iratllU 
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Oriolus oriolus (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspeides 

Black of lores not extending behind eye 0. o. oriolus 

Black of lores extending to behind the eye 

Cf. Vaurie, G., 1958, Amer. Mus. NoviU, No, 1869: 1-4 for a review of the species. 
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952. European Golden Oriole. Oriclu: molu: ouolus (Linnaeus) 

Corarfoi Oriulm Linnaeus, 1758, S>-st. Nat., ed. 10 1 ; 107 
. (Sweden) 

Baler, FBI No. 952, Vol. 3: 5 
LOCAL NAMES. As for 953. 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

mui CHARACTERS. As 01953, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspecies 

habitat, a vagrant on passage in West Pakistan 
Karachi. One record for Ceylon (Ripley, 1944, 

Oriolus oriolus 



Breeding 


Winter 


1 Driolus (952). 
a kundoo (953). 


This is one of the European species which, like Lanius collurio, Oenanihe 
oenantke, Sylvia communis and some others, just fringe our western limits 
on migration passage between palaearctic Asia and Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 953. 

BREEDJNC. Extralimital. As in 953. 

Extralimital. Mainly palaearctic Europe and Asia. For details see Vaurie, 
1959, 2: 116-17. 

Museum Diagnosis. * Adult o’ like kundoo (953) but no black behind eye; yellow 
on primary'covcrts and tips of secondaries less wide; some outer scapulars marked 
with black on outer webs; yellow lips of tail not so wide, about onc-lhird instead 
of over' one-half. Bill broader and shorter. U'ing longer. 

‘Adult 9 less yellow above and below than fcmble kwtdoo\ basal part of tail 
blacker and yellow lips much narrower; 25-35 mm on outer feather against 40 
mm or more in kundoo ' (Ticchurst, MS.), 


MEASUREMENTS 


cTcf 

99 


Wing 

150-161 

146-157 
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Bill 

(from feathers) 
22-26 
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Tarsus 

21-24 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 953. 


TaU 

77-85 mm 
— mm 
(Witherby) 


953. Indian Golden Oriole. Oriolus oriolus kundoo Sykes 
Oriolus Kundoo Sykes, 1832, Proc. ZooI. 'Soc. London; 87. (Dukhun) 

Oriolus oriolus baltistanicus Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 72 
(Dagoni, Baltistan) 

Baker, FBI No. 953, Vol. 3:6 ' . 

Plate 63, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Pecldk (Hindi, Gujarati, Marathi) ; Pcsknul, Poshinut (Kashmiri); 
Sana bdu (Bengali) ; Vdngd pdndu (Tclugu) ; Mdnjdkkili (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna; length t:. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. M a I c , Overall bright golden yello^v, with black in wings 
and tail and a conspicuous black streak from lores through and behind eye. 

Female and young male, duller and greener yellow with underparts 
paler (whitish) and streaked with dull brown. Some adult females indistin- 
guishable from male. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Summer (breeding) visitor, c. April/ 
May to August/September, in N. Baluchistan (Qjuctta, Fort Sandeman), 
Gilgit, Ghitral, Ladakh (rare), Baltistan, Kashmir (very common in the 
Vale), and the Himalayas east to Nepal, (Sikkim?) — foothills an^ normally 
up to c. 2000 m (recorded up to 3500 m), migrating south into the Peninsula 
in winter. Small numbers also resident and patchily breeding in Rajasthan, 
the Punjab and Gangetic plains. east to Bihar (Darblianga), W. Bengal 
(Calcutta) and occasionally E. Pakistan; stragglers recorded in Cachar 
(Assam). South through Kutch and Gujarat at least to c. Bombay. In winter 
found throughout the rest of the Peninsula as tvcil, south through Mysore and 
Kerala, low country and hills to c. 1500 m. Sparse winter visitor (occasional 
or possibly regular) to northern Ceylon especially the Jaffna Peninsula. 

Status difficult to define accurately: varies Avith locality and season 
between resident, seasonal visitor, local and/or extralimital passage migrant. 

* Affects well-wooded country, secondary deciduous and semi-cvergreen 
forest, urban gardens with large trees, groves and orchards in cuIUv'aUon 
and around villages, etc. 

'Extralimital. Afghanist^, Pamirs, Tien Shan, Turkestan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly Or in pairs, by ifs'U'o'' association 

svith itinerant feeding parties of birds like jungle babblers, fiycatchOT and 
drongos. Chiefly arboreal and frugivorous but also takes insects, occasionally 

cvendesecndingtothegroundtopiekupone.ycrysUentmsv,nter;me^nE- 

ly heard svith the approach of hot sveathcr and its breedmg sei«on Commonly 
ba*es by repeated flying dips at the surface of a pond, th<m shufllmg 

L Smage ani preening on a nearby perch. ^ and d.ppmg: 

has been clocked at r. W km per hour (Aeharya, JBNHS 38. 403), 
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FOOD. Wild figs {Ficus spp.); lantana and other berries; flower-nectar 
(5’afmflho .Tnclctericfl, Erythrina indica and spp.); insects and caterpillars. 
Among stomach contents in an intensively cultivated area in Bihar the 
following have been identified: weevils (Afyllocerus maculosus and other 
species), hemipterous bugs {Dysdercus cingulalus, Lygaeus hospes), ants (Com- 
ponotus compressus), and various spiders (Mason & Lefroy, 1912). 

VOICE and calls. Most commonly a harsh chee-ak; also rich, fiuly me- 
lodious notes pee-lo or peerio-lo. A sweet prolonged musical undertone song, 
rather like the soliloquy of Rufousbacked Shrike {Lanius s. eTythronolus, 946) 
but richer, delivered in the proximity of the nest (SA). 

BREEDING. Seoson, ovcrall April to August varying with locality: most 
general May and Jimc. Nest, a compactly woven deep cup of grass and 
bast fibres c. 9 cm across (inside) and 6 cm deep; firmly bound into a fork 
of twigs near the tip of an outhanging branch,’ suspended like a hammock 
or cradle. Exterior of nest often draped with cobwebs, bits of papery bark, 
rags and other rubbish. Built in trees between 6 and 20 metres from the 
ground, usually under 12 m. Trees commonly selected : mango, sliecsham, 
jak and toon in the Peninsula ; chenar, willow, poplar and Catalpa sp. in 
Kashmir. Egg: 2-4, normally 3, china-white blotched and stippled with dark 
reddbh brown or black. Average size of 17 Kashmir eggs 29*3 X 20*3 inm 
(BBO). Both sexes take part in building the nest, incubation, and feeding 
the young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Nest oficn built in .same tree, even in same branch, as holds a drongo’s 
nest for the protection from marauders afforded by these intrepid * guard- 
ians *. But orioles themselves become quite bold and bellicose when nesting, 
and will fearlessly attack and put to rout big birds like crows, and c\-en 
a shikra, trespassing within the nest prednets. 

Museum Diagnosis. For description of plumage at different ages, and moults, 
see ^t'hisUcr, H., in Ali, Sdlim, 1936, JBNHS 38: 497-8. 

‘ ilEASUREUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

135-147 29-33 22-24 C6-9-1 mm 

O O 133-143 29-33 23-24 81-92 mm 

^ (SA, UW) 

Weight 2 cj'cJ’ 85, 70 ; 2 9 9 80, 63 g (Paludan). 0 9 82-71 (ov, C6-2) g 

COLOURS or DARE PARTS. Iris crimsoH (ad.), broiATi to browTiah red 
Bill flesh pink (ad.), horny brown (imm.); mouth pink. Legs and feel slaty b uc, 
claws dusky. 

Oriolus chinensis Linnaeus 
Key «o the Subspecies 

A Outer web of secondaries broadly yellow 

a Nape-band more than 12 mm wide; bill stout. 
b Nape-band nairinv, ne'er more than 12 mm vddc; bdl slender.. 

0. t. Irriofc.'tni 

B Outer web of secondaries shmring very little )*ellow ^ 

..... . O. e. trAmanenm 

c Wmg under 140 mm O , nerrevrer lt« 

d Wing oxtr 1 50 mm 
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954. Eastern Blacknapcd Oriole. Oriolus chinsnstt difusus Sharpe 

Oiiolus dijfar^ Shatpc, 1877, Cat. Brit, Mu3. 3: 197. 

New name for Orblus wJifta Jerdon, 1845 (Malabar), preoccupied 
Eater, FBI No. 954, Vol. 3: 7 
Plate 63, fifi. 5 

ixycM. HAitES. As for other orioles, cf. 953. SakkiaU (Assam), 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

heu) aiARACTERS. As of 955, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies. 



X e. 1 


STATUS, DrsTRiBunos and habitat. Occasional \\’mter visitor: recorded 
in Mysore, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Assam and E. Pakistan, 
Ceylon (once). Solos ririce sight-recorded in the same residential garden 
in Bombay City, both in February- — 1944 and 1946 (Rev. R. Dyke Acland, 


Orfofui chfnensh 



4 macrourus (957). 


106 

pers, comm. — subspecies?). Affects mixed dcciduou? and es'crgrccn se- 
condarj' jungle, rubber plantations, etc. and wcU-wooded gardens in urban 
areas. 

Extralimital. Breeds in eastern Siberia (Khabarovsk Province), Ussuriland, 
Manchuria, NE. China, Korea, Yunnan, N. Vietnam. (For details sec Vaurie, 
1959, 2 : 118.) Winters mostly in the Indochinese countries, Malay Peninsula, 
Thailand, Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and au.Ls. As in 955. 

BREEDiNC. Extralimital- As ii*. 955. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Kc>’ to the Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(fiom feathers) 

(?9 147-155 28-31 c. 24 89-95 mm 

(Baker; 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 955. 

955. SlenderbuAi,** Blacknaped Oriole. Oriolus chinmsis tmuiroslris BI>'th 
0.(r«>/aj) Urtarosiris Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 15: 48 
(Central India; lestriclcd to Assam by Deignan, 1945, Bull. U.S. Nat. Mus., 

No. 186: 296) 

Baker, FBI No. 955, Vol. 3; 9 
Plate 63, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. As La 953. 

size, hlyma; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Very like the Golden Oriole (953) — brilliant golden 
yellow \rith black in wings and tail — but uith the eye-band continued 
behind to meet over nape. See Key to the Subspecies. 

Female duller and greener. 

status, distribution and habitat. Equivocal. According to Baker 
* breeds in the lower Himalayas from Nepal to eastern Assam between the 
foothills and 6000 ft [c. 2000 m] *. However, there are no definite records 
of its breeding ^^^thin Indian limits except Baker’s own in the North Cachar 
and Khasi hills. The statement about the Himalayas needs confirmation 
since most observers in Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan have recorded the bird 
only as a comparatively rare winter \isitor (Octobcr~\Iarch). Apparently 
winter visitor also to the duars of W. Bengal and adjacent plains; Naga- 
land; Manipur; E. Pakistan (Chittagong Hill Tracts). Affects open wcU- 
wooded country'. 

Extralimital. Breeds in Burma, Yunnan and N. Laos. Recorded from 
Thailand in ^vinte^. 

CE.NERAL HABITS. Similar to Golden Oriole (953). Arboreal, keeping 
singly or in pairs to large, well-foliaged and fruit-bearing trees. 

FOOD. Fruits, berries and insects. Wild figs {Ficus spp.), and berries of 
Trcma onaitalis specifically mentioned; also nectar Salmalia and E^'dirina 
flowers. 

VOICE and calls. Melodious liquid flute-like notes, similar to Golden 
Oriole’s but with a distinct diagnostic quality. ‘ A pleasing long-dra>vn 
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rather surprised wkcicw or a liquid thuck, tarry-you ’ (\V. T. Loke) ; ‘ a curiou 
miaow like a peevish cat ’ (Smythies). Ato a harsh grating cry, monotonous!' 
repeated. 

BREEDDio. ftojon, chiefly May and June. Kitl and (c/2 or 3), as ii 
953, the latter described as ‘ a beautiful pale pink, the markings nearly al 
surrounded by a reddish halo as if they had run ’. Average size of 30 egg 
■ 27*9 X 20*7 mm (Baker). Breeding biology as in 953. 

Museum Diaonosq. See Key to the Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 

'Ving Bill Tarsus' Tail 

(from feathers) 

(?9 142-155 38-33 more or less as io 

, (Baker) 

Weight 5 o' 9 2.5-3-25 oz. = c. 72-92 g (Scully, Das-ison). 

COLOUM or BARE PARIS. Iris blood-pink, eselids paler. Bill lirid pink, brighte 
m summer. Legs and feet plumbeous; claws black. 


956. Andaman Blacbnaped Oriole. Oriolus chirmsis ar.damaamsis Tytler 
Oriolus crjomaotnsis Tytler, in Beas-an, 1867, Ibis; 326 
(South Andamans) 

Baker, FBI No. 957, Vol. 3: 10 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd- 

sizE. Myna length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

^ ^^Slilly smaller. See Key to the 

STATUS , Dis^unos and habitat. Resident; endemic. Andaman Islands, 
^mmon and conspicuous, particularly in the South and Middle groups. 
Affects wooded country' — open forest as well as around sclUcmcnts. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CMis. As in 953. 

BREEDiNo. Season, April to June. A’Vrt, as in 953: the t\’pical deep cup 
ot woven and fibres (here often coconut), suspended like a cradle 
or hamm^ in a horizontal fork of leafy’ tvrigs near the tip of a pliant out- 
anging^ ranch, between c. 3 and 6 or 7 m from the ground. * Nest usually 
ecorat with sprays of a small climbing Asclcpiad with orbicular 

«tes (^maston). E^^s, 2 or 3, white generally’ more or less ringed with 
purplish brown spots ^vhich appear to ha^*c run from 
^ underlying grey spots (Osmaston). Average size of 
eggs 29*7 X 21 *6 mm (Baker). Breeding biology presumably as in 953. 
Museum Diagnosis. See Key* to the Subspecies, 
measurements 

o' 9 IMng 129-136; bill (from feathers) 27-28 mm (Baker) 


\Mng 

Bill 

Tan 

130-140 

(from skull) 

29-3 L 

90-104 

(av. 136-6) 
133 

28 

(av. 93) 
92 


(HA) 
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957. Nicobar Blacknaped Oriole. Oriolus chinmsis macrourus Blyth 


O.(nWttr) mcmiynu Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 15: 46, 370 
(Nicobar Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 956, Vol. 3: 10 


LOCAL NAME. Mcchton (Nicobarcsc). 

SIZE. Myma; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

riEU) CHARACTTERS. As of 953, q.v. See Key to the Sub^ecics. 
status, distribution and h.\bitat. Resident; endemic. Nicobar Islands. 
Recorded on Car Nicobar, Central Nicobars, Nancowry, Camorta, Trinkat, 
Great Nicobar, etc. Affects wooded country — open forest as well as around 
settlements. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 953 and other races. 
Call described as ‘ a long-drawn modulated whistle sounding like pee-u ’ 
(Butler, JBNHS 12: 396); as ‘quite different from the Andaman bird... 
chee~c op ' (Abdulali, ibid. 61 : 549). 

BREEDING. Not TCCOrdcd. 

Museum Diagnosis, See Key to the Subspecies. 
measurements 




Wing 150-159; bill (from feathers) 33-35 
Wing BUI 

(from skull) 

8 o'd' 15I-I60 29-33 

(av. 154-8) (av.3l-4) 


4 9 9 142-156 31-33 


mm (Baker) 

TaU 

103-119 mm 
(av.114) 
1I0-I17 mra 
(H.A) 


colours of bare parts. As in 953. 


Oriolus xanthornus (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A YcDow edging on inner secondaries and teruaries broad; wing f, 

I35-I50m2n O.x.xaUhsrnzit 103 

B Ycllcnv on inner secondaries and tertiaries reduced to terminal spots 

a T wing e. 130-140 mm O. x. maderaspetarus 110 

b Smaller; wing c. 120-130' mm O. x. c^bzensis lU 


958. North Indian Blachheaded Oriole. Oriolus xcr.lhcmus xanthmus 
(Linnaeus) 

(Cererias) AV.ibrTnu linaaeuis, 1753, S>’st.NaL, ed. 10, 1: 103 
(in America = Chandcroagor, Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 958 (part), VoU 3:11 
pate 63, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Petlck, J^crdSk (Hindi); PcJiin t^.ddr p<tlak (Lucknow) ; P£f2/a 
(Gorakhpur, U.P.) ; BezI tdS, HSlde f-cfJd (Bengali) ; HcLhi, Ecti (Assamese). 

SIZE, Myna; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 


COLOURS oe rare FARTS. As in 953. 
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FiEU) CHARACTERS. Adult. Brilliant goldcn ycllowvvith jet black head, 
throat and upper breast, and some black in wings and tail. Sexes alike, but 
upperparts of female tinged with olive. 

Young (immature) paler. Above^ forehead yellow, cro^vn and sides of 
head blackish streaked with yellow. BeloWf chin and throat \vhitc, breast 
yellow, streaked black. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to local movements. 
The Himalayan foothills (mostly under 1200 m), duns, bhabar, terai, 
duars and adjoining plains, from Himachal Pradesh (Kangra, c. 76*E.) 
eastward through Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Sikldm, Bhutan, NEFA 
(Mishmi Hills); Assam, Manipur, E. Pakistan. The Gangetic Plain and 
along northern Madhya Pradesh to Bihar and W. Bengal, Andaman Islands 
(summer)^. Affects well-wooded country — • open forest, mango groves, etc. 
around habitations and cultivation, gardens and compounds with large 
trees within urban limits, etc. 

Exlralimiial. Burma south to Tenasserim; Shan States; Thailand. Other 
races extend the species to the Indochinese countries, Malay Peninsula, 
Sumatra, Borneo, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS. Very similar to those of the Golden Oriole (953). 
Chiefly arboreal and frugivorous, but also takes insects and will sometimes 
even descend to the ground for one. Keeps singly or in p^irs ; in family parties 
of 3 or 4 after the breeding season until the young can fend for themselves. 
Often in loose association with mixed hunting parties of insect-eating birds, 
bulbuls, etc., flying about from tree to tree. 

FOOD. Predominantly banyan, pcepul and other wild figs {Ficus spp.); 
berries, and flower-nectar (e.g. of Salmalia^ Bomhax and Erylhrina spp.). 
Also moths, weevils, hemipterous bugs, ants and other insects — same as 
under 953, q.v. 

VOICE and cali^. A loud, harsh, rather nasal kwaak, and melodious 
fluty whistles like the Golden Oriole’s, yet distinctive. Rendered as wye-you 
(Y, U) or wye-you-you. During the midday heat in the breeding season, 
male delivers a long-drawn broken song in the nature of a soliloquy from 
a shady branch (once timed 15 minutes!): a syncopated jumble of mellow 
fluty notes interspersed with harsh ckeeaks and kwaaks, reminiscent of the 
Rufousbacked Shrike’s compositions (SA). While calling the bird bends 
low with tail fully spread. 

BREEDING. Scoson, March to August, principally March and April. AVri, 
like the Golden Oriole’s — a deep cup of woven grass and bast-fibres, slung 
like a hammock within a fork of twigs near the end of an outhanging branch 
in some large leafy mango, sheesham or similar tree, 4 to 10 m or so from 
the ground. Esgs^ 2 to 4, usually 3, warm salmon-pink in ground colour, 
spotted with chestnut-brown to deep red-brown, with underlying spots 


> [960a] Andaman birds, hitherto believed to be summer visitors of the nominate form, 
have recently been described as 0, x. anJamanensit ssp. nov. (Humayun Abdulali, 1966, 
JBNHS 63: 421—2). 

Museuu Diaonosis. Sire small, as in (^lonensis: 6 ^ Wing 122-134, Tail 72-84 mm; 

5 Q 0 Wing 125-130, Tail 76-82 mm. 

Deeper yellow than in etyhnatsis: edges to outer webs of inner secondanes yellow r. 
ycliowsh white; underparts of female and immature (with streaked throat) apparently as 

dark as in adult male r. paler in Indian birds (HA). . . 

Separation from Ceylon population on above colour characters seems doubiTully tenable. 


of dark inky purple. Average size of 60 eggs 28*0 X 19*4 mm (Baker). 
Both sexes share in building the nest, incubation, and tending the yDung. 
Incubation period unrecorded. Commonly builds in the same tree, ofien 
even on the same leafy branch, as holds a nest of the Black Drongo {Diewm 
adsimilis), doubtless for the protection afforded by these pugnadoiu birds 
against nest-robbing crows and other marauders. 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinguished (a) by largejizc, and (6) by the very extensive 
yellow on inner secondaries and tertiaries forming a broad edging. 

First-year birds have abroad yellow band on forehead, accompanied by yellow 
edging to all the black feathers crown and nape. May breed in this plumage. 

IfEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BiU 

Tail 


(from skull) 


20 e'd' 135-151 

30-33 

86-100 mm 

Female not significantly smaller. 


(HW) 

2 d’e? 143, 143 

31, 32 

96, 99 mm 

, 2 9 9 137, 139 

30, 31 

92, 93 mm 



(BB) 


Weight 1 (f 79 g (BB). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ills crimson. Bill fleshy pink. Legs and feet deep 
plumbeous: claw's black; pads white (Bisw^). 


959. South Indian Blackheaded Oriole. Oriolus xanthomus maieraspal&nus 
Franklin^ 

Oriolus Madtraspalanus Franklin, 1B31, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 118 
(Ganges between Calcutta and Benares, and in the Vindhyian Hills, etc., restricted 
to Jubbulporc by Whistler 8l Kinncar, 1934, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 36: 585) 
Baker. FBI No. 958 (part), Vol. 3: 1 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Pttldk (Hindi); Konda vdngd pdndu (Tclugu); Afanjmrvpf^ 
(Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna; length f. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of^958, q.v, Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to local movements. 
Peninsular India south of the Gangetic Plain, from Gujarat (not north or 
west of Mount Abu or Saurashtra, though one record from Kutch (Mandw) 

TBNHS 66 : 376, and Madhya Pradesh east to southern Bihar, Orissa and 

Andhra ; from plains level to c. 1700 m (sparingly in the Ghats, Nilgiri, 
Palni and other peninsular hills). Affects well-wooded country in moist- 
deciduous and semi-evergreen biotope — open forest, village groves, mango 
orchards, gardens and compounds in totras and ciua- 

GENERAL HABITS, EOOD, VOICE and CALLS. AS in S5B. _ 

• BREEDING, Season, March to July: somedmes extending into September. 
Mst and egss (^12 or 3), as in the North Indian (nominate) form. 

1 Subspecies considered 

47: 233-4 ; Rand & Fleming, 1957, fuUunw, ZooI„ 41 , lOB. 


17 d'd' 

9 9 


Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 


(from skull) 


131-140 

27-32 

' — 

129-144 

28-32 

25-27 

130-138 

28-31 

24-26 
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Museum Diagnosis. Size intermediate. Yellow on inner secondaries and tertiaries 

reduced to terminal spots. „ . 

First-year birds have a fairly broad yellow frontal band, but yellow edging to 
feathers of crown and nape much reduced and often absent, 

MEASUREMENTS ^ 

82-87 mm 
(HW) 

82- 91 mm 

83- 88 mm 
(SA) 

colours of bare FARrs. Adult. Iris blood red or erimson. 
livid pink. Legs and feet bluish- or slaty brown; cla« »'aA_ Young^ 

Iris greyish black. Bill horny black; mouth grey and pale pink. Legs 
grc>’; claws homy bro^vn. 

960. Ceylon Blackheadcd Oriole. Oriolns xanthornns c^lonerms 
Bonaparte 

o.ljiolus) eeybnensis Bonaparte, 1850, Comp. Gen. Av. I: 347 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 959, Vol. 3: 12 

LOCAL NAMES. KM kuruim, Woroka mnddnln (Sinhala) ; /fdmJdK inrnri (Tamil) 

size. Myna length e. 24 cm (91 c gee Museum 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 958, q.V. i^pprccmu , 

Diagnosis. Fndpniic in Ceylon. 'Widely distri- 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Endeiiu , J t 1^^ 

buted and plentiful locally throughout the ' 

and lower hills to e. 1200 m, Notes described 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. uihec much higher 

as ‘loud melodious flutings-h>m Amo . 7 " 

in the scale than the rest’ (Henry); o April occasionally 

PREEDiNO. October to May, chiefly March and Apnl,^oc y 

August. A9jt and eggs (normally c/2) as m pf |o^ eggs 

parody whiter, only faintly tinged with pink. Average 
27-0 X 19-4 mm (Baker). Breeding biology as in yott. tertiaries as 

Museum Diagnosis. Size smafl. adult male in being 

ia 959: reduced to terminal spots. Adult femaJe mtiers 

paler, less rich yellow on the upperparts. to a narrow' or ^ost 

Firs, -year bir^ have the >-''7 ^ ^rs^onT^utumn, boOi 
obsolete frontal band. In first-year p g , ^ ^ while striping; 

Sit"," s; 

green (A'Mallcr). 

BUI 

(irom skuU) 

28-32 
28-30 
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measurements 


Wing 


17 6'6' 
7 9 9 


124-135 

123-131 


Tarsus 

23-25 

■22-24 


TaU 


77-84 mm 
75-84 mm 
(HW) 


ORIOLIDAE 

961. Indian Maroon Oriole. Oriolus traillii Iraillii [Vigors) 

Pastor TsaiUii Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soe. London, pt. 1:1 75 
(Himalayas-Darjeeling vide Baker. 1921, Jour. D^bay nat. Hut. Soe. 27. 698) 

Baker, FBI No, 961, Vol. 3: 14 

Plate 63, fig- 7 

UICAL NAsms. MMok (Lepcha); Tanh pin (Bhutanese); Singorue (Nepali). 

v’rLP Ma'ieV “ulS.'ovemll glossy crimson-maroon. Head, 

neck and svings black; tail 

LTafe'“l-r above, but underparH 

naovemmts. ^ Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal. Sikkim. 

(Kotgarh,c. 77 30 E.)ca5l K Bhutan, and NEFA. Ass.im liiHi 

N. Bengal (Darjeeling Manipur; E. Pakistan (Chittagong 

duals and foothflls but «'“f„“'^4tnTN!’Ten;sserim; N. Yunnan; N. 

ExIratimUal. eountrics. Another race in Vietnam, 

and W. Thailand ^ similar to those of the yellow orioles, 953, 958, 
GENERAL HABITS. Vcry the trcc-tops in high dense forest, 

qq.v. Keeps ti association with drongos, miniveU, 

ma':c;V e'te ' 

"too. Wfld figs and bereientinse^ts^flot^^^^^^^^^ 

VOICE and CAILE. UjoftheGoldcnOriofr 

s'^me others of the rattling ' laugh ’ a deep massive cup 

breeding. Season, pnaopally P” , suspended hammockwisc in 

or woven bast 

J„?ubrn."an^d trglb^% 0 ^. ^rb^t bams or 

MUSEUM Diacnosu. Subadul. i? in adult; Waca ofdark 

feather, of upper- and und^arts urn 

MEASUREMENTS TsiSUS 

Wing 

(from skull) mm 

141-153 3>-35 108-112 mm 

140-146 23-33 (SA. BB) 


COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. A, in 958. 
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DRONGOS 


113 114 


7 ci'c? 67-81 : 3 9 9 67-68 g (SA, GD. BB). 

COLOURS OF BARX PARTS. Itis (adiilt) biscuit colour to creamy white; (i mm ,.) 
brovra. BHl pale bli^ grey. Legs and feet plumbeous; daws homy biwn. 

Family Dicruridae: Drongos 

For morphological charactcn and description sec Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A. J., 
1959 : 505 ; Baker, E. C. Stuart, 1924, lil 2 : 352 ; Vauric, C., 1964, Article 
Drongo * in Thomson, A. L, (cd.) Xno Did. Birds. London 6: Kew York. 

Genus Dicrurus \Tcillot 

Dicrvns Vidllot, 1816, Anal. nouv. om.; 41. Type, b>' subsequent designation 
(G. R. Gray), Cerrus Bclicessi:^ I^nnacus 

QdHa Hodgson, 1836, Ind. Rev. 1: 324. Tj-pe, by subsequent dcsignaUon (G. JL 
Gray), Edclbis berbata j. E. Gray = Crrnu Aett'Kirmu Linnaeus 

Bhnr.ga Hodgson, 1836, Ind. Rev. 1: 325. Type, b>' monot)^^*, Bhrir.sa ieetirosins 
Hodgson 

CkcpHa Hodgson, 1836, Ind. Rev. 1 : 326. Type, by monotypy, Chaptic musciptioides 
Hodgson = Dicnmis ctnszs Viriliot 

Disssrsffvs Glc^er, 1841, Gcrnttn. Hand. Hills, Naturg.: 347. Type, by monotypy, 
Cendsr pciaBsrJS Linnacxis 

Dhser^dides Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 408. Type, fay original designation, 
Disse rr^a iies Senaiferras Hume 

Dixsnrsedus Oates, 1889, Fauna BriL India, Bds, 1: 322. T^pe, by monot>py, 
Dimrmr lopihsTYJnsis Vicillot 

CL Vauric, a, 1949, Bdl. Aivt. Mtis. ^'at. Hist. 93 ; 205-342 

Coloradon chiefly glossy jet black; greyish or slaty in some spedcs. Bill stout, 
sharply carinated; covered at base by dense short feathers partially concealing 
nostrils. Head uncrested, or with \’ariably pronounced tuft on forehead. Tail variable 
in shape and structure; long and deeply forked, or with outer rectrices upeurved 
at end, or prolonged as bare shafts ending in rackets or spatulac. ^Vings long and 
pointed, of ten primaries. Legs short wth strong toes and sharp curved cla^^’S. 


Key to the Species 

I Outer rectrices greatly lengthened and part of shafls hare 

A Tcrminal'portion of outcjrmost rectrices equally- webbed on both 

sides D, rerdfer 

B Terminal portion of outermost rectrices much more broadly >\Tbbed 

on the inner than on the outer side (though seemingly %*ice \'ersa) 
D. pcTcS.srjs (part) 

II Outer rectrices not greatly lengthened; no portion of shaft bare 
C Forehead tufted 

a Tuft composed of a few hair>Uke feathers more than three 

centimetres long D. hiito'.iaitas 

fa Tuft composed of a fc^v hair-lie feathers, less than t^^•o centi- 
metres long X), cniibrunewTr 

c Tuft composed of ordinary feathers less than tv^•o centimetres 
long D. peredisms lophsihsr’MS 


Page 


128 

135 


131 

133 

140 


D Forehead not tufted Page 

d Bill depressed; width greater than depth at nostrils O.ur^sts 126 

e Bill deep; width and depth at nostrils equal 

1 Upper plumage deep glossy black 

i Outermost rcctrica exceeding central ones by about 

length of taxsxis and distinctly curved D. canarfaru 125 

ii Outermost rectrices exceeding central pair b>* more than 

t^sscc the length of tarsus and only faintly curved .... 
D.cdsirdlis Il4 

2 Upper plumage grey 

iii Lower plumage uniform grey D.lracphaszs U9 

hr Lower plumage partly white... ramdesemi 122 

DiCRURtJs ADswnjs (Bcchstdn) 

, to the Snbap e clea 

A Large me; wing c. 145-165; tail c. 150-180 mm 

D. e. elbxridzt 114 

B Medium me; wing c. 130-145; tail c. 135-165 mm c. rarroerrew 117 

C Small size; wing c. 125-140; tail e. 130-160 mm. D. c. raw 118 

CC Ttcdiunt, C. B., 1933, JBNHS 36: 927-9 (Resume races of D. Kccrecffna) 


962. North Indian Black Drongo or King Grow. Dicnmis cdsxmlts 
dhmetus (Hodgson) 

(BAaAm^a) Albiricta Hodgson, 1836, Ind. Rev. 1 (8) : 326 (Nepal) 

Dimmis risfTpcrrou tsipi Koela, 1954, Contiib. Inst, Regional Exploration, No. 1:15 
(Palasbari, Assam)* 

Baker, FBI No. 767, Vot 2: 357 

LOCAL NAMLS. Bj£;ac£o> Bushania, Keftro/, Kdlkaldda (Hindi) ; Jepd kdchit (Pun- 
jab); Finga (Bengali); ThsnpcI (N\V. Pakistan) ; Kelchs, Gef-.ato (Brahui); Chsroxy 
CXrirri (Manipur); PAmcAa (Now-gong, Assam). “ 

SIZE. Bulbul 4-; length, including long forked tail, c. 31 cm (12| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. SliiB, gloss>’ jct black With long deeply forked taH. 
Sexes alike. WTien outer tail-feathers moulting (Augmt-September), tail- 
fork disappears gi\nng the bird a curiously puzzling look. 

STATVS, DisTRiEunoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to some seasonal 
local and altitudinal migration. West Pakistan and northern India from 
Baluchistan cast to Kashmir, eastward zilong the Himalayas to Nepal, 
Sikkim, Bhutan foothills, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and East Pakistan. 
South to Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and \V. Bengal. Intergrades wdth 
nccTccrrcus (963) in Sind, southern Rajasthan and southern Uttar Pradesh, 
and with cdhcmis (of Bnnna) in SE. Assam and Manipur. From plains 
level to f. 2100 m in summer (breeding visitor, March/April to September/ 
October), descending to lower altitudes in winter. Affects light hiH forest 

I Ttis name refen to the eastemmort populatioa of cUvictjs H-hich here begins to show 
a trend lowanis atihxats of Burma. 
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(oak, rhododendron, etc.,) and openly wooded country, often about culti- 
vation and outslorts of habitations. 

Exirdirmtd. Adjacent SE. Iran and E. Afghaiustan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Aiborcai and wboUy carnivorous; of great economic 
usefulness to agriculture in destroying vast quantities of insect pests. Usually 
seen singly perched on leafless tree-tops, telegraph wires, fence posts, or 
earthen bunds separating fields. From such exposed look-out posts s>voops 
to the ground for pi^ or launches sallies in aerial pursuit. Sometimes settles 
on the ground to pick up ants or winged icnnitcs emerging from their holes. 
Con^only in attendance on grazing cattle or wild herbivores, snatching 
the insects disturbed by the animals' mm^ements through the grass, riding 
upon th^ barks, jogging along complacently with their progress. Often 
indulgra in^ unabashed piracy, setting upon foraging birds with speed and 
dettammation, pursuing them relentlessly with agile ts>ists and turns and 
forcing them to jettison thrir lawful prize. ^Vfac^cupon the drongo relrics'cs 
the quarry in cud-air (sometimes in its feet) and calmly flics back with it 
to a perch, holding the insect down in its claws and tearing it to pieces with 
the hooked bill before devouring. Conridcrablc numbers will collect at 
forest fires or fired gr assl and to hunt the insects fleeing through the rising 
smoke. Is one of the earliest risers amongst birds, often astir and calling 
well before dawn; similarly, is one of the last birds to retire, sometimes 
hunting till well into the dusk: then frequently seen flying up vertically 
at mtcr\*als to snatch a wringed termite or other crepuscular insect, diN*ing 
with clos^ wings back to the perch. Several birds thus engaged after winged 
termites is a common sight. Is bold and pugnacious, and very swift and agHc 
on the wing. A pair will fearlessly attack and put to flight large birds like 
crows, and^c\*cn raptors, blundering within the precincts of the nest-trec 
wlh ^gry * w-ar-cncs ’ and much ferocity, the pair manoeuvring in concert, 
snooting straight into the intruder from below and the rides, ,diving at it 
above and describing circles round it — like fighter planes tackling a 
hwp- bomber — • lea\ing the outraged visitor nonplussed and defenceless 
while making a hasty getaway. Numbers concentrate to roost in company, 
particularly during winter, m bamboo clumps etc., the birds dispersing in 
ones and^ twos at early dawn for their respective feeding territories. Bathes 
<m the wing, plunging down and dipping at the surface of a pool or stream, 
then returning to a nearby perch to shake off the svatcr and precru At 
apfeoach of breeding season two birds, frequently a trio (sex?), will rit 
dose together or face to face and talk loudly * at * one another (‘ argue *) 
nt hanh scolding notes, raising head and forepart of body and bobbing 
down — like hammering with the bill — and fluttering 
the s\ings from time to time as if to emphasize some impo rta nt point in the 
argument. The significance of these postures in the courtship behaviour 
needs study. 

^FOOD. Predominantly insects; on occasion lizards, small birds (Pririe, 
^esierepSf AegitMna recorded) and small bats (Microchiropteia). Very partial 
to flower-nectar, e.g,of5.c/gte/;g mddsruc, Bmisx tnrigrif, BaUa 
£tjLhir.a spp., and many others, and from the pollen in\'ariably found on 
fordacad and throat-feathers, doubtless hdps in cross-pollination. Moths 
and butterflies (occasional); of the latter the following identified; Dffids 
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Unmeet and/or se^UniriomSf D. egleta, D. efaysippust Euphea nrtla, E. cere, 
Hjpdmr.as bolina and Cdopsilic croede (Leslie Andros's, JBNHS 20: 850). 
^nong stomach contents of specimens flT>m an mtensrvely cultivated tract 
in Bibrn* the following insects (mainly agricultural pests) classified: locusts, 
grasshoppers and crickets {Gtylhtdpa efriewM, Cijlledts rrjhmoctphduXf 
Chrotogonus spp., Brcchyttjpes achatirsis), beetles {ALjUcctrus discolor, Af. meca- 
losus, Opetrum depressvm), bugs {Keiara vindula), ants {Aljmecotydus seUpts, 
CcmporjjUis compressus, Oecopfylla s7r.eTagdm3), termites, bees, etc. (Mason & 
I^efioy, 1912). Has been observed to capture the ferocious rock bee. Apis 
doTsaUt. 

VOICE and calls. Normal and most common, a dcfiant-soimding harsh 
shikTa-like double-noted ti-tiui also a harsh chetce^Jtce-cftichuk, and chatter- 
ing. Particularly noisy at dusk. At commencement of breeding season, 
indulges in noisy duets cksect-H or ckccct~titi {cheece harsh; rest murical) 
chiefly during the hour or two preceding daybreak. 

BREEDIKO. ScasoTi, ovcTall April to August, prindpadly May and June. 
Hesi, a fiiins>'-bottomed shallow cup of fine t^vigs, grasses, bents and fibres 
cemented together and bound to the substrate with cobwebs. Placed in a 
horizontal fork of twigs usually near the extremity of a branch benveen 4 
and 12 metres from the ground. Mango {Afangi/ha irdied), sheesham 
{Ddbergie sissoo), babool {Acacia rnloticd) and kandi (Pres^is spicigera) in 
the plains, and (Qusrau) in the hills — preferably a tree standing by 
itself in the open with an unobstructed view of the surro undin gs — are 
widely favoured. Eggs, 3 or 4, somc\^'hat variable: mostly whitish or pinkish 
cream, spotted and blotched with black or reddish browm. Average rizc of 
GO eggs 27-1 X 19*8 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in bunding the nest, 
incubation and tending the 5*oung. Nests sometimes brood-parasitized by 
various cuckoos:Drongo-Cuckoo(*S'cT7tin//ur/tfgu5ris,588) andKoel {^idjaairys 
sedopaua, 590) thus recorded. Mild mannered birds such as orioles, doves, 
T} pigeons and bulbuls commonly build in the same tree as holds a Black 
Drongo's nest, thereby profiting from the bird’s >'5g;ilance and pugnaaty 
in warding off potential marauders. 

Meszuu Diacnoss. The laigcjt-winged and loagest-tafled form. White rictal spot 
usually prcscuL For plumage changes from juvenile to adult^see under Dtcrsrss c. 
nsave r m s (963). >* 


SeZASURZaeZNTS 


c?9 

Wing 

143-167 

Bin 

(from skul!) 
24-28 

Tan 

(outer) 

152-ieO 

Depth cf fork 

— mm 

5 (fj 

153-156 

2S-28 

159-172 

(CBT) 
51-63 mm 

3 99 

149-153 

26 (2) 

159-165 

43-56 mm 


. (BB) 

IVci^t 4 39-59; 1 9 41 g (Paludan, GD). 

There is coariderable overlap £a the me aruresaents of both wing and tail in the 
rexn, arsd adult males and fema la cannot be separated on meararcmect alone. 

ccPLOUas OF BARZ FAicTS. Ins Uood red to deep crimson (reddirii fat ow a to 
bf ws irii red in first-year birds). BUI, legs, feet and clxwt black; pads grey 
(Biswas). 
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963. South Indian Black Drongo or King Grow. Dicrurus adsimilis 
maerocerctis Vieillot 

DicTum macroeercus Vieillot, 1817, Nouv.. Diet. d’Hist. Nat., nouv. id., 9: 588, 
based on ‘Le Drongolon* of Levaillant, 1805, Ois. d’Afr. 4, pi. 174: 72 (India, 
restricted to Orissa by Baker, 1924, FBI 2: 356, re* restricted to Madras City by 
Vauric, 1949, loc. cit.: 237) 

Dicrurus macroeercus peninsularis'TicthMnXy 1932, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 53r20 
. (Madras City) 

Baker. FBI No. 766, Vol, 2: 356 
Plate 67, fig. 1 

LOCAL j?AMES. Kolsa, BuchangS or Bujdnga, Kolwal, Kdlkalachi (Hindi), Karanjua 
(Madhya Pradesh) ; Finga (Bengali) ; Kdnchh, Kdlkdnehh (Kutch) j Kunik, Kdlkalachi 
(Sind); Pdssdld poli gddu (Tclugu); Kari kdrumdn^ Karichdn^ Karuoattu volt (Tamil); 
Kakka tdmpurdlli, Anaranehi (Malayalam); Kosita, Kdlo koshi (Gujarati); Ghosio, 
Kdtwdl (Marathi). 

SIZE. Bulbul + ; length, including long forked tail, c. 31 cm (12J in.). 
FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 962, q.v.. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DlSTRIBUnON and HABITAT. 
Common resident, subject to some 
seasonal local migration. Throughout 
peninsular India south of a line 
roughly from Kutch and Saurashtra 
eastward through Madhya Pradesh 
and Orissa to southwest Bengal 
(intergrading with albirictus north of 
this area). From plains level to c. 
2100 m; rarer in the hills. Affects 
open deciduous forest and cultivated country, chiefly in the neighbourhood 
of habitations. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 962. 

BREEDING. Scoson, chiefly March to June/July. Nest, eggs (c/3 or 4, rarely 
5), and breeding biology as in the northern form (962). 

, Museum DiAONOsra. Smaller than HimaIayan*north Indian albirictus; larger than 
Ceylonese minor (964). White rictal spot usually present. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

central outer 

cP? 

130-145 

23-26 

— 

— 135^161 mm 
(CBT) 

tPd’ 

130-147 

23-26 

19-23 

90-102 134-168 mm 

9 9 

130-144 

23-26 

19-23 

93-98 143-157 mm 


(SA, HW) 


Weight 15 c? 9 40-51 (av. 45-7) g — SA. 

All three subspecies go through die same plumage stages as follows: 

The juvenile differs from the adult in having, 

1. body plumage softer and browner with very little metallic gloss and that 
confined to the upper plumage, 

2. wings and tail shorter and duller with less gloss, 
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3. under wing^vertj edged with whit,, 
outer edge of secondaries may also be nirrowly 
edged white. * 

The postjuvcnal moult does not include, 

1. primaries, secondariesandlcrtiariesipri. 

mary-, greater-, and sometimes a few mediin 
coverts; under wing-coverts, 

2. taU. 

The first-winter and summer plumage is dii- 
tinguished from adult plumage by, 

1. long upper tail-covcrtsbcxngusually edged 

with white, 

2. lower plumage less glossy, the fcaUjcn 
from lower breast to under tail-coverts bcin*g 
fringed with white to a variable extent (these 
gradually wear down and in summer are Icn 
noticeable), 

3. duller, more faded appearance of the un- 
moulted parts of the juvenile plumage, and the 
white edging^on the under wing-coverts. 

This plumage is retained until the autumn 
when the first complete moult gives fully adult plumage in the second winter. Adults 
occasionally have the under tail-coverts edged with white, but ne\’er so the upper 
tail-coverts or the under wing-coverts (Whistler). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARIB. As of 962. 


964. Ceylon Black Drongo or Sling Cim>w. Dicrurus adsimilis miner 
Blyth 

Dicrurus miner Blyth, 1854, Cat. Bds. Mus. Asiat. Soc., Pref. app. 3, No. 1219:22 
(Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 768, Vol. 2: 358 

LOCAL NAMES. Kdudd (Sinhala); Erdttdi pdldn kurSvi (Tamil). 

SIZE. Bulbul -f; length, including longish forked tail, e. 26 cm (11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 962, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Endcmic to Ceylon. Common in the 
low-country Dry zone in the northwest coastal areas fromPuttalam to Jaflha 
Peninsula, occasionally straying in winter to other districts in the Wet 
and Hill zones (Phillips). Affects openly wooded country. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 962. Notes described 
as * loud, ringing and varied, some of them very musical * (Henry). Is a 
good mimic of other birds’ calls. 

BREEDING. Scoson, February to June, chiefly April and May, Nest, eggs 
(c/2 or 3, rarely 4), and breeding biology as in the Indian subspecies. Average 
size of 21 eggs 24*2 X 18-1 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. The smallest of the three Indian forms, with a smaller, 
weaJeer bill. 
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MEAnmEUENTS 



Wing Bill 

Tail 


(from feathers) 


ePO 

12S-143 e. 20 

135-165 mm 


(av. 133) 

(av. 153*5) 
(Baker) 

(P9 

126-140 — 

131-147 mm 
(CBT) 

colours of bare 

PARTS. As in 962. 

Dicruru5 leucopkaeus Vieillot 
Key to the Subspecies 



A Tail c. 130-170 mm; general colour paler D. 1. hopteoodi 

B Tail c. 140-185 mm; general colour darker D. 1. ImguaudaUa 

G General colour palest; a whitish check-patch JD. 1. salangensis 


Page 
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965. Indian Grey Drongo. Dicrurus Icucophaeus longicaudatus Hay 

{Dicrurus) longicaudatus Lord Arthur Hay, irt jerdon, 1845, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 
13: 121 uom. nud. 

Dicrurus hngicaudatus A. Hay, in Horsfield Sc Moore, 1854, Cat. Bds. Mus. RI. 
Co. 1: 152 (Segour Pass, Neilgherries) : also A. Hay in Jerdon, 1862, Bds. India 

1:430 

Dicrurus Itucophacus minimus Baker, 1918, Novlt. Zool. 25: 296 
Dicrurus UucophatusPiavani Vauric, 1949, Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hut. 93: 243 
(Khudi Khcl, eastern Afghanistan) 

Baker, FBI No. 775, Vol. 2: 362 

Plate 67, fig. 8 

LOOM. NAMES. Xol fmga (Bengal): RSmi ualin kuruvi (Tamil); Kakkaltimpurdr. 
(Malayalam); Gunkots, Telakots (Kashmiri). . 

SIZE. Same as of Black Drongo: bulbul -f . Length c. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A sHm glossy slatc-black drongo wi 8 P 

forked tail and conspicuous crimson eyes. Underparts du cr ung gre 

®'fccrbuad, relatively longer, deeper-forked^ tail b'tmrWed 

habitat will help differentiation from Black Drongo o op i 

rubv-red eye will clinch the diagnosis. 

When deep tail-fork absent during moult, could tut which 

the dbtance with Black Bulbul (HppsrpcUs madagascarrensts, 1 148/9) but which 

” and mtBmAT. Breeds in the Himalayas in Wmt 
P^St a^dMa (foothills, up to c. 3300.sn) from the Afgh^ frontter 
f^dKoh) Lt through Chitral. Gngit,;Kashmr, Prad^, 

h ,1 Knmaon Nepal, Sikkim, northern W. Bengal (Daijeelmg dist.), 
^Sa^ vTere it inter^des with Upwoodi (966). In winter (Sept^ber/ 
and Bhutan, Where It to lower alUtudes and spreads out 

October to ^/tc^Viooded portions of the northern plains and the 
SSindutognon-aridpollionsorRajasthm^^ 
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east to W. Bengal, south through Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Winter visitor 

^'^fec^pine oak and rhododendron forest in the Himalayas; broken, 
well-wooded country (deciduous as well as evergreen) in its winter range. 
Mixed bamboo jungle, edge of forest clearings, and shady village groves 
„e favourite haunts. In SW. India coffee and cardamom plantau^ m 
shola forest (with tall shade trees), and gardens or kampongs by the 
backwater homesteads arc especially favoured.. 

Exlralimilal. Eastern Afghamstan south of the Hmdu Kush (V®hne). 
OENERAI, HABITS. Very similar to those of Black Drongo (962), q. . 
but essentially a forest bird, not found m open cultivated countiy. Keeps 
singly, in pairs or small noisy parties, perchmg high up m 
launcWng agile swooping sallies after flying insects close to the gro^d or 
in and ou^ amongst the tree-trunks and foliage canopy; sometimes gat^rmgs 
of 30 or more birds, e.g. at a hatch of winged termites cmeipng from a 
nest-mound in forest. Crepuscular; often hunting till almost <!“■'' 

FOOD. As in Black Drongo, mainly insects -- locusts, 
prickets moths termites, etc.; occasionally butterflies, lizards and small 
birds (warbler, ’iora). Bees from a hive (Inglis). Very fond 
Ld invariably amongst the most regular visitors to Scirnalia astd Eryl^M 
blossoms and to those of the introduced Grevillca robusla and various Eucaljptus 

'*’vmrF and calls A varied assortment of harsh screeches and ple^l 
musical whistling notes. One common caU: a hanh cliallenging 
chichuck (like the Black Dringo's) foUowed by a q“C™>ow ''h^® 

UlJdl kil-kil for tililili), veryVlike the song of the Striped Squinri 

{Funcmbulus /Liumli). AnUery^o" “U "S^iS^c^ls welf 
^MaCTath) Is rood mimic of other birds calls as wcU. 

C April .0 June, dfest. a neat shallow sauc« of 

E^ens and leaves bound together and secured in P°”;‘“'' 
with fine grass. Fixed like a cradle m a honiontal or 
the' end of a slender branch, often 15 to 20 m up, *" °?Qg2131 but 

Si or similar taU tree. Eggs, 3 or 4, like those of 
more variable in ground colour (some 

somewhat more heavily marked. Average size of 200 eggs 23 b X 
(Baker). Both sexes take part in building the not, meubauon, 
the young. Incubation period undetermined 
Mrnauu Diaonosis. See Key to the Subspecies. (11 bodf 

Juvenfle plumage diifeis from adult m tiro import^l ^ 

pimnage softer and a browner black, prSarie. 

L as in adult but considerably shorter. 

and primary coverts, seamdanm and ^ « thatlSt-winter and Cnt-Kimmrr 
These are retained to the foUowmg “^VX^otter, wings tril. 

birds differ from adults in and first-year bi^ 

When meajunng ipeamem it u therefo ♦ Firtt-^Tar bu^ riw 

rmeasired separately to ensure 

appear to be paler and duller “ ' jTupd.l moult evklrad, 
nod^ble, enxdally on dSlim Bering moult, dmusb 

takes place between July and September, men: 
odd body feathers arc changed. 
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loAsusaizxTi sTATL's, DBTRmUTiON and HABITAT. Rare vagrant ? A spedmen collected 

IVing Bni Tama Tad • in Nagaland, 20.1.1936 at Chizami (Khezabama) f. 40 km ESE. of Kohima 

(frotnikuU) central outer the only deWte record wthin Indian linuts (P. K, Das, 1965, JBNHS 

(Jitf 136-148 25-28 18-20 89-93 140-187 nun 62; 557). Possibly occurs in or visits the Andaman Is. (a specimen of 

9 9 131-144 25-28 18-20 89-96 148-168 mm ‘ /rerogf^’ — Hume, 1876, SF 4: 289). 

(SA) Ezbalimtal. SE. China inland . . . and on the coast south fiom the 

Wei^t 40 o' 9 (October, in winter quarters) 32-45 (av. 37-6) g (SA). Fukien-Kwangtung boundary. Migrates to Hainan, and through the Indo. 

COLOCKS or BAKB PARTS. Iris browrish red, orange-red, or crimson. Bill, legs, Chinese countries, E. and S. Thailand to the Malay Peninsula as Hr south 

feet and claws black. Mouth brownish pint, pale pmt, or slaty pink. ' as Malacca (Vaurie). 

MesELst Dtacnosis. Adult (cj’9), overall pale French grey; a frontal band 
966. Assam Grey Drongo. Dimems Itucophams hDpxoodi Baker blackish; a whitish oval patch on each side of head extending from bfll 

Diervrus IrMphasus hpzcoodi Baker, 1918, Nm4t. ZooL 25: 294 (Dacca) to over car«<ovcrts. Under M-ing-ooverts wlutish at edges and tips of the feathen, 

DkrwiS Irjcvphieus stnrnsi’Bskcrt 1918, No\-it. ZooL 25: 295 (Daijeellng) Young (immature), slightly darker grey; whitish check-patches less distinct, 

Baker, FBI No. 773, VoL 2 : 361 MEASunauKfTs 

LOCAi. KAKES. AV// (Bengali); Sahm, Safdm pha (Lepcha); Ch£-chim (Bhu- VVmg Bill Tail Depth of 

^ % (from skull) central outer fork 

c rmuTv 1 a 1U1 _it « on j- 1 1, /lo \ ^d' 139—145 23—28 101—108 130—142 2&— 38 tnm 

smx. Same as of Bla* Dmngo: bulbul +. I^^ c 30 cm (12 m.). ^^23 ,3 ^ ^^p-lgl 27-30 mm 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asof965, q.v. Scc Kcy to thc SuDSpcacs. 

STATUS, BBTRiBtmoK and HABITAT. Br^ in thc^tcm Himalayt^ in As in 965. ‘ 

Bhutan (where it intergrades with wn^ieoaoj/uj) and NEFA; also Assam wlis 

north and south of Brahmaputra R,, Nagaland and Manipur (?) from the . Dicrurus caeruiesceks (XJnnaeus) 

edge of thc plains to c, 2100 m. In winter spreads south into frie plains of ^ Subapedles 

West Bengal, Assam and E. Pakistan. Affects wcU-wooded country, as 965. page 

ExtralimUd. Northern and central Burma and Indochinese countries. A Abdomen, posterior flanks, >*cnl and under tail-coverts white. Larger. 

(For details sec Vaurie, 1959, 2: 122.) ''’ing r- 120-135 mm D. e. famd/j/rm 122 

general habits, food, voice and calls. As in 965. ® Abdomen duskier, thc white area smaller and starting lower down 

BRZEDINO. Seasojtj April to June. Afrrf, eggs (c/3 or 4) and breeding on the central abdomen rather than on the jower breast. Smaller, 

biology as in 965. mm D. e. insvleris ' I2S 

Mcseuu Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies, Paler above and below than ^ AMomen dark, only vent and under tailHmvcrts white. She similar 

loKguaadabts\ tail averages a little shorter and less deeply forked. D. c. teucopygialis 124 

KEASURZSCENTS 

\Ving Bni Taxsus Tail In dian Wiutebellied Drongo. Dicrunis eaeruUseens ccerulescens 

(from skull) central outer (Linnaeus) 

138-148 25-29 19-20 96-104 148-169mni Lcbuj camd/Kru Linnaeus, 1758, SysLNat,, ed. 10, 1: 95 (Benghala) 

9 9 129-147 27-28 1^20 92-101 129-159 mm Baker. FBI No. 777 (part), VoL 2: 365 

(SA, Stmemann) 57^ j2 

Weight 5 cJ'd’ 45-53; 2 9 9 ^ ^ local mavei. PdliSn buchShgS, Dknpri (Hindi); bhovli (Bengal); J^eUa or'KendM 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Asm965. pSssSla poUgSdu (Telugu). ' 

966a, Wbitecheeked Grey Drongo, Dfrnmrj jfl/cn^/ww (91 in.). j , 

Reichenow held characters, A typical drongo with long, deeply forked tail. 

Glossy indigo colour above, brownish grey below \vith w'hite belly and 
Diemus InKogr^s \*ar. iclengensis Rdchenow, 1890, NomencL Mus. HdxL omith. 69 under tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

(* Insula Salanga ' s= Junk Seylon or Phulet) status, DBTRiBimoN and habitat. Resident, subject to some seasonal 

Dimmu Irjecgctjs mmdwnelu Hachisuka, 1926, BuH. Brit. Om. Q. 47 s.56 local and altitudinal mm'cment, AU India south and cast of a line roughly 

„ . ^ Mandvi) to Ambala and Simla, thence eastward through 

-B^cTjFBI No. 779. Vob 2. 367 (— Imaijnpj) Uttar Pradesh, Nepal, Bihar and W. Bengal.- From plains level toe. 2000 m, 

Plate 67, fie. 9 in dry- and moist-dedduous and bamboo forest. Partial to shady paths and 

SHE. Same as of Black Drongo: bulbul -f . Length e. 30 cm (12 in.). of clearings in thin tree jungle, and wooded compounds in inhabited 

iTEtD CHARACTERS. As of 965, q.v., but much paler grey. See Museum rural areas. 

Diagnosis. 


DRONGOS 


123 


124 


DICRURIDAE 


OEHERAL HABtis. Typical of the family. Keep; in noisy twos and threes, 
often in association with roving hunting parties of other insectivorous birds 
and — ■ wherever the two occur together — very commonly with the Bronzed 
Drongo. Hawks winged insects from tree-tops oftener like a flycatcher, 
making short looping sallies after them, turning and twisting in the air, 
snapping up the quarry in the bill or claws (if of large size), and returning 
with it to the same or a nearby perch. Is markedly crepuscular, often keeping 
up the hunt till well after dusk when almost quite dark. 

Toon. Crickets, grasshoppers, moths, wingrf termites and other insects. 
Occasionally small birds like svarbicrs, cha^ and seized in the claws in 
mid-air. Food often pirated from other birds by dogged pursuit or surprise 
attack. Flower-nectar, e.g. of Bmhax and Eiythrina regularly eaten; doubt- 
lessly promotes cross-pollination. 

VOICE and CAULS. Pattern similar to King Crow’s, but much less 
harsh. Normally 3 or 4 pleasant whistling notes — one of the commonest 
bird-calls wherever the drongo present. Has many pleasing whistles, some 
of rich oriole or thrush quality. ‘ Often whistles very quietly as if trying 
the notes over under its breath ’ (Hewetson). Is an extillent and convincing 
m i m ic: imitates, among others. Tailor Bird, Wood Shrike and lora to 
perfecdon, not only the sweet sibilant whistles of the last -^t also the oc- 
caslonai chr-r-r with which they are punctuated. 

ERXEDtHo. Siasm, overall hlarch to June, mostly March and April. 
jfest, not markedly diflerent from that of Black Drongo (962) except as 
regards thc site which is normally in mixed teak and bamboo and sinular 
open forest Egss, usually 2 or 3, sometimes 4, more like those of Grey 
Drongo than of Black. A common ty'pe is warm salmon pink in ground colour, 
blotched and spotted with black or reddish brown. Average size of 40 
eggs 23j6 X 17-B mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in building the nest, 
incubation and tending the young. Incubation period unrecorded. 

VCtxrox Diagnosis. See Kej- to the Suhspedci' 

'.Young (mmatUTc) very brown, with traces of white barring on breast, 
B xni jL ri ea tiid under wiog-coverts. 

UEAJCREWSNTS 


99 


Ittng 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tail 

122-137 

(from skuB) 


central 

outer 

22-25 

18-20 

85-91 

112-130 mm 

118-129 

22-25 (27) 

18-21 

85-95 

113-130 mm 


WdgLt 2 oo? 39, 41 s (SA). 


(SA, HIV) 


TOIOVRS OF BARE FARTS. Ins brovrnish red. BUI blzck; aoutli pale pinl^ flsty 
pink or pale piaHsh ydlow. Legs, feet and daws M^rV , 

968. Ceylon WlntebcIUed Drongo. Dicnnrtr cc/nifrrcwu ruv/cm 
(Sharpe) 

widsns Shaipe, 1877, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mm. 3: 253 
(LuaugaHa, IMadodouna, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 777 (part), VoL 2: 365 

local xas/sx, KisdSf JTdttJJ peattfra (Sirhala); EreSisi cSJdii JttBrKPt (TaroU). 
SHE, Bulbul 4-; length c. 24 cm (9J in.). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 967, q.v. Scc Kcy to the Subspedes and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

FTATcs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Subspcdcs cndcmic to Ceylon. 
Resident. Common in the low-country Dry zone and Hill zone to at least 
e, 1500 m. Affects outskirts of forest and well-wooded areas. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 967, 

BREEDING. Seoson, February to June, chiefly March and April. JV«/, eggs 
(c/2 or 3) and brecdii^ biology, as in 967. Average size of 75 eggs (together 
with those of 969) 22*0 x 17*1 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Darker (purer black) above than peninsular birds but 
only slightly so than those from Kerala. ^Vhite of abdomen reduced : not sharply 
deflned or extending to flanks as in 967. BUI heavier. 

MBAsuRZimrrs 

^Ving BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) central outer 

B 119-127 25-26 19-20 80-91 104-117 mm 

4 9 9 111-125 24-25 18-20 89-97 106-113 mm 

(H\V) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 967. 


969. Ceylon WHtevented Drongo. Dicrums camiltsuns Irjcopygiala 
Bl>Th 

Dientnu Blyth, 1846, Jour. AnaL Soc. Bengxl 15: 298 

' (Colombo, WJ*., Ce>'loQ) 

Baker, FBI No. 778, Vol. 2: 365 

LOCAL KAJCES. Same aa for 968 in Smhala and Tamil. 

SIZE. Bulbul -h; length c. 23 cm {9} in.). 

nELD CHARACTERS. As of 967 and 968, qq.v., but dark bellied, the 
white restricted to vent, under tail-coverts and posterior flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS DisTRiBtjTiON and HAETTAT. Subspeoes endemic to Ceylon. 
ResidenU Common in the low-country Wet zone and neighbouring lower 
hais to c. 500 in. Confined to forest and wdl-wooded areas. 

GDfERAL HABITS, TOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As iu 967 and 968. 

EREEDKC. Seasm, February to April, cbiefly March. A'of, eggi (c/2 or 3) 
and breeding biology, as in 967. 

Mcsiou DiAcsosn. See Key to thc Subspecies smd Field Ciaractess. An eeo- 
logical form, grading into tamJorii in the drier northOT,- eastern and southeastern 
parts of the Island- 

IttASUKEMENTS 

kVing Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) central outer 

8 o’d’ 122-128 25-27 c. 19 83-90 109-120 mm 

12 OO 115-128 24-27 17-18 80-92 105-118 mm 

(HW) 

coLOuxs or BAsra rAxrts. As in 967. 
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970. Crowbilled Drongo. Dictums annectans (Hodgson) 

{Blmchmga) Anmclcns Hodgson, 1836, Ind. Rev. I ( 8 ) : 326 (Nepal) ' 
Baker, FBI No. 765, Vol. 2: 353 
Plate 67. fig. 3 

LOCAL NAME. Kok raja sorai (Assam). 

SIZE. Myna +; length e. 27 cm (101 in.) to tip of tail. 

r ^ drongo very like the familiar King 

Grow (963) but with larger, heavier bill and shorter, less deeply forked tail 

Distinguished also by stockier 
build and forest habitat (». open 
cultivation). Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAB- 
ITAT. Resident (or breeding 
summer visitor?); seasonal move- 
ments and migrations unclear. 
Uttar Pradesh from Kumaon 
(c. Aimora), Nepal (terat and 

ij ^ Sikkim (lowlands). N. 

Bengal (duam). Bhutan (foothills), Assam north and south ofBrahmaputraR , 
Nagal^d, Manipur, East Pakistan (hill tracts) ; from plains level to c. 700 m. 
A doubtful record from Nicobar Is., possibly a straggler (1874, Hume, 

Dlcrurut annectans 



X f. I 



SF 2: 209). Affects dense moist-deciduous and evergreen forest; also well- 
wooded compounds with large trees in this biotope. 

Extralimital. ,N. and C. Burma, N. Tha'iland, Migrates through Tenas-i 
scrim, Malay Peninsula and islands, to Sumatra, Java, Borneo. 


126 


DICRURIDAE 


OENERAI. HABITS. A comparatively low-elevaUon forest droitro no, 
uncommon seasonally m the appropriate habitats of its range. 
tall undergrowth and lower parts of the foliage canopy rather S Z 
«posed tree-tops. Little specifically recorded. Close superfidal similarity 
to and possible coi^s.on with Black and Bronzed dmngos vitiates^ 
reliability of casual field observations. * ° 

FOOD. Crickets, passhoppers, hemipterous bugs, fljing termites, and 
Other insects; doubtless also other smali living creatures. 

VOICE and calu. Described as similar to' those of Black Drongo but 
peculiarly clear and loud ■ (A. E. Osmaston), ‘ pleasanter and more musicid • 
(BB). 

breedino. Season, April to June. AVit. a small fragile-looking shaUow 
cup of grasses rootlets, fibres, etc. bound together with cobwebs, reminii. 
cent of nest of cuckoo-shrike or minivet; cradled in a horizontal fork of» 
slender branch c. 5 to 12 metres up, in heavy forest; occasionally in scnib 
jungle. Eggs, 3 or 4. variable; usually pale cream to siarm salmon or salmon- 
buff, longitudinally streaked (rather than spotted) ivilh red-brown or 
purplc-brmvn, svith underlying streab of pale grey or lavender, the markings 
more numerous at the broad end. Average size of 100 eggs 26*3 X 19*4 nun 
(Baker). Both sexes take part in building'thc nest, but Baker only the 
female incubates. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Dzacnosis. Whole plumage glossed with steel-blue. Under winy, 
coveru dull black with a round white spot at tip of each feather. Tail-fork ihillcw; 
outer rcctriccs curving outward. 

First-year birds spotted with white from throat downwartis, thespotsbccominy 
broad white tips on belly and under tail-covcrts; flanb ashy grey. 

MEASURESfENTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) central outer - 
(fd' 140-150 28-32 99-107 119-134 

9 9 137-147 28-30 100-112 12a.I30 


Weight J 9 44 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, 
and claw's black. 


Depth of 
fork 

18-26 mm 
15-28 mm 
(Vaun'e) 


Iris hazel or deep brown to lakr ictl. Bill, legs, feet 


971. Bronzed Drongo. Dtcuirvs aenms aentus Vicillot 
Dictutus atntus Vicillot, 1817, Noov. Diet. d’Hist. Nat. 9: 586 
(Bengal, restricted to Dacca by Baker, 1924, Fauna Br. India, Birds 2: 368) 
Baker, FBI No. 780, 781, Vol. 2: 368, 369 n 
P late 67, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMts. Chhota hhuji^ngS (Bengal); Chfiola kesraj (Hindi, Gorakhpur); 
Chaptia (Nepal); Cliinna kankfirtlvi (Tamil); L&dlakaka (Malayalam), 

SIZE. Bulbul -f { length r. 24 cm (9^ in.) inciuding hngish forked UiJ. 
field characters, a small black forest drongo, highly glossed ah over 
with bronze-green and blue. Superficially like the familiar Black Drongo 
or King Crow but appreciably smaller, more iridescent, and with less deeply 
forked tail. BUI brpad and flattened like flycatcher’s' Sexes alike. 
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DICRURIDAE 


STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Resident, moving about locally in 
winter. Uttar Pradesh (from c. Mussoorcc) eastward through Nepal, Sikkim, 
Bhutan, NEFA, Assam (north and south of Brahmaputra R.), Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizo (?); East Pakistan; West Bengal and eastern Bihar south- 
ward along the Eastern Ghats complex in Orissa, eastern Madhya Pradesh 
(Bastar dist.), Andhra and Tamil Nadu; cast across the Shevaroy Hills 


Dlavrus oeneus 



Distributional range D. a. aeneus ( 97 *}- 


to southern Kerala; thence northward along the Sahyadri or Western Ghats 
strip (including NiJgiri, Palni, and associated hills) to north of Bombay 
probably to the Tapti river, c. 21®N. (unconfirmed sight record, Surat 
Dangs, February, SA). Up to c, 2000 m in the Himalayas and peninsular 
hills. Affects broken foothills country for preference, in moist-deciduous 
and evergreen forest biotope. Keeps to ^vooded glades, the edge of forest 
paths, firclines and clearings, mixed bamboo jungle, tea, coffee and rubber 
plantations; in Kerala the fruit gardens or * kampongs ’ around the back- 
water homesteads arc favourite resorts. 

Extralimital. Burma, Yunnan, Thailand, Indochinese countries, Malay 
Peninsula south to c. 4‘‘N. whereabouts it intcrgradcs with malajen^. 

GENERAL HABITS. Forcst-haunting and strictly arboreal. Keep? singly or 
in pairs to wooded shady glades sWth dense undcrgrou'th, often near water; 
hardly ever ventures out in the open. Very parochial and territorial, fre- 
quenting the same spot day after day, and winter after winter. Commonly 
associates with the mixed foraging parties of insectivorous birds in fow. 
Hawks very much in the- manner of a flycatcher, making short spnghtly 
aerial sallies, often s^vooping dose to the ground to si^tch a ^cd insect 
and looping back to the same perch. Also makes vertical sorties of a mcim 
01 two from tree-tops, diving back to the perch with wings dosed after each 


capture. Is characteristically bold and pugnacious and will attack and put to 
rout crom and even raptors intruding ivithin the precincts of its nest-tree. 

FOOD. Winged insects; midges, flics, ants, moths (Diptcra, Hymenoptera, 
Lcpidoptcra), etc.; also flower-nectar. 

VOICE and calls. Noisy and demonstrative during breeding season, 
comparatively silent otherwise. Has a wide repertoire of loud dear musical 
whistles interwoven with excellent and faithful mimicry of other birds’ calls. 

BREEDING. Seoson, ovcmll March to June. AVst, a shallow cup of fragments 
of inner bark of trees, strips of banana leaf, grasses, etc. felled and cemented 
together and fixed into the site with vegetable fibres and cobwebs; copiously 
plastered on the outside with the latter until nearly while in colour, but 
usually very inconspicuous. Size of nest approximately 10 an (outside 
diameter) ; cup c. 7 cm across x* 4 cm deep inside; suspended like a hammock 
in a horizontal fork in terminal twigs of a leafless lateral branch of a leak 
sapling or similar small tree; sometimes near the tip of a curv'ing bamboo 
stem. EggSt 3 or 4, variable*; most common type pale pinkish fawn to pale 
salmon-pink svilh an irregular zone of darker cloudy spots, in some cases 
reddish or purplish, round the broad end. Size of eggs c, 21 x 1C mm. 
Both sexes take part in building the nest, incubation, and rearing the young. 
Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from extraiimita} maJayfruU (wJib which South 
Indian birds were placed by Baker) in being larger, with the rump generally lighler 
coloured (often grey) and without gloss; abdomen, vent and under tail-covcru also 


more grc>’. 
measurements 

Wing 

99 112-127 


Bill ' T .1 

(from skull) central 

20- 25 78-93 

21- 25 80-92 


il Depth of 

outer fork 

105-131 19-39 mm 

105-124 19-36 mm 

(Vaun'e) 


Tarsus 15-17 mm (SA) 

Wright 5 ri’d’ 26-28; 2 9 9 22, 30 g (SDR. GD, DB). 

COLOURS or DARE PARTS. Iris brown to reddish brown or oimson. Bill black; 
mouth greyish pink or slaty pink. Legs, feet and clas^-s black. 


972. Lesser Rachct-tailcd Droogo. Dicrunts temifer uctirostris 
(Hodgson) 

(Bknnga) Tre/iroitrij Hodgson, 1836, Ind. Rev. 1 (fl): 325 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 78fi, Vol. 2; 375 
Plate 67. fig. 2 

EOCAI, MAMI3, ChSim IKmrij (Bengal. Astaiti); h'lmhcog fsmung (Upcha); 
payaiiyapa (Bhutanese); Pao raja kashiba (Cachari). — 
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DICRURIDAE 


SIZE. Myna + ; length c. 28 on (II in.), plusc. 9 cm to end of tail-rackets, 
riEU) CHARACTTERS. A glossv metallic black forest drongo tvith a velvety 
pad-like tuft of feathen above base of bill; two curiously elongated wire- 

like outer tail-feathers ending 




in spatulac or ‘rackets’, fully 



webo^on both sides of shaft 



(confrj 976, q.v.). Sexes alike. 



« In the flying bird these 

- k'^ 


rackets, undulating behind, 


■ look singularly like a pair of 
angry bumble-bees in hot 
punuitl 


y ^ j STATUS, DisTTUBimoN and 

HABITAT. Resident. The lower 
Himalayas from Garhwal (Tons Valley, c. 78’£.) cast^^•a^d through Kumaon, 
Nepal, Sikidm, N. Bengal (Daijcclingdist.), Bhutan and NEFA. Assam north 
and south of Brahmaputra R., Nagaland, Manipur, hlizo. East PaKstan 


Dicrurus rtmtfer 



(hill tracts) ; from the edge of the plains, through the foothills up to c. 2000 m. 
Affects heavy moist-deciduous and c\'ergrccri forest. 

Extralimitel. Burma south to c, 16®N. lat., Yunnan, N. ITiailand and the 
Indochinese countries. Other races in Cambodia, Malay Peninsula, Su- 
matra, Ja%-a. 

CEKERAt. HABITS. Entirely arboreal. Keeps singly or in nvos and threes 
to tree-tops or high up sviihin dense foliage canopy in hcas^ jungle. 
' Frequents shady glades and edge of openings, firelines or forest streams. 
Hawks ssinged insects usually in the manner of a flycatcher, making 



Tail, X r- J 


MEASVanfE.VTS 


shore looping sallies, often swooping close to thc 
ground, and returning to the same or a nearby 
perch. Is regularly met in association \rith the 
itinerant mixed hunting parlies of flycatchers, 
laughing thrushes and assorted insectivorous forest 
birds, often side by side srith its larger racket- 
tailed congener (976), which has very similar 
habits. Flight dipping and noisy. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects; also flower-nectar. 

VOICE and cai.15. A wide range of loud 
metallic musical whistles not readily distinguish- 
able from those of Large Racket-tailed Drongo; 
like it, also an excellent mimic of oilier birds’ calk. 

BREEDING. Season^ April to June. a 

shallow cup of roots, grass stems, tendrib, 
etc. rather loosely bound together with cobwebs 
and secured wth the same hammocku-isc in a 
horizontal fork of twigs near the extremity of a 
lateral branch; sometimes high up in a large tree 
but usually under r. 7 metres from the ground; 
occasionally low down in the fork of a bamboo 
almost within hand reach. EtiiSj 3 or 4, \'ariable 
in ground colour from pale pink to rich salmon- 
pink or terracotta, blotched and freckled with 
darker terracotta or purplish brown, more densely 
at the broad end. .Average size of 100 eggs 
25*5 X 1 8 *4 mm (Baker). Both se.xes take part 
in building the nest, incubation and rearing the 
young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Brood-parasitism byDrongo-Cuckoo {SuTnicu[m 
lugubriSf 588) reported (Hopwood & McKenzie, 
JBNHS25: 89). 

Mcszum Diagnosis. Young (immature). Duller, 
less glossy above, grc>'cr on abdomen, with, the white 
tips to axillaries and under wing-coverts larger than in 
adult. Lacks frontal tuft and tail-rackets. Tail normal 
shaped (i.c. without bare shafts^ and slighdy forked. 

For description of succession of lsl->'car, 2nd-ycar 
and 3rd-year (adult) plumages sec Vaurie, 1949: 271. 


9 9 


Wing 


137-149 

133-146 


Bill Tail 

(from skull) central outer 

25-30 117-129 402-532 

24-28 116-126 354-466 


Bare 

shaft 

182-306 mm 
1 37-24 1 mm 
(Vaurie) 


Tarsus 21-22 mm (S.A) 

Weight 4 <?cr 48-51 g.(BB); 1 o? 46 g (SAj. 

COLOURS or 8KRE PARTS. Tris brown to bnnvnkh critiwon. Bill, legs, feet and 


claim's black. 


DRONGOS 


131 


973. Haircrested or Spangled Drongo. Diamrvi haltenlottus holltrtoUiis 
(Linnaeus) 

Cems hcltmtittm linnaeus, 1766, Syst. Nat., ed. 12, 1 : 135 (Cape of Good Hope, 
rotiictcd to Sildtira by Baker, 1919, re-restricted to ‘ region between Ayuthia and 
head of the Gulf’, Siam, by Kloss, 1921, Jour. Fed. Malay States Mus. 10: 22.5. 
Re-restricted to Chandemagor by Stresemann, 1952, Ibis 94; 517, 521) 
Edolim Christmi Gould, 1836, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 5 (Nepalia) 

Chilia fwllrr.laiu IcrJst Koelz, 1939, Proc. BioL Soc. Wsahington 52: 70 
(Londa, Bombay Presidency') 

Baker. FBI No, 782, Vol. 2: 370 
Plate 67, fig. 7 

LO^L NAMES. AnifearaJ, Kishenraj, Kesraj (Hindi); Ktjhraj (Bengali); 

Jobrajf Keshraj, C/dhty (Nepali); PcTmipko' (Lcpcha); Tentika tuudla boVtrntifi 
(Tclugu); Kxrjtdnkckka (MalayaJam). 

SIZE. My-na i with longer tail; overall length c. 31 cm (121 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. An iridcscciit glosscd and spangled blue-black drun^^o 
with a distinctive longish, 
almost square-cut tail, cur- 
led up at the outer ends. 

A few’ fine hair-like feathers 
springing from forehead 
and extending o\‘cr hind- 
crown and upper back 
(\isible only at close range 
in profile, or through bino- 
culars). Bill long, pointed, ^ * 

and noticeably dowmeurved. Sexes alike. 
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status, DiTTRiBimoN and habitat. Resident, subject to seasonal move- 
ments and wanderings governed largely by availability of its staple diet of 
flower-nectar. The Himalayan foothills and submontane tract from Kalka 
hills (c. 77'’E.) eastward through Ullar Pradesh, Nepal, Sikkim, N. Bengal, 
Bhutan and NEFA- Assam north and south of Brahmaputra R., Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizo ( ?), East Pakistan (hill tracts), W, Bengal, eastern Bihar, 

• southward along the E. Ghats complex in 
Orissa, eastern Madh>'a Pradesh (Bastar 
and Balaghat dists.), Andhra and Tamil 
Nadu. Kerala, western Mysore (Malnaad), 
and northward, along the Sahyadri or W. 
Ghats strip at least to Bombay straggling 
irregularly to Kutch (c, 22^50'N.) — Him- 
matsinhji, JBXHS 60: 734. From plains 
les'cl to c. 1400 m; occasionally to 2000 m. 
Affects moist-deciduous and evergreen 
forest biotope. 

Distribution and ecology* more or less 
overlap those of Dicnirus emeus (971), q.v. 

Extralimital. Burma, Thailand, Indo- 
chinese countries. Numerous other races 
extend the species over China, Philippines, 
and across to New Guinea and Australia. 
GENERAL HABITS. Forcst-haunting and 
Tail, X r i entirely arboreal. Predominantly a nectar- 

feeder, the long and pointed downcun*cd 
bill, markedly different from other drongos’, evidently an adaptation for this 
diet (structure of tongue needs proper study).* Keeps to dense jungle and 
wooded glades, singly or in small parties; occasionally gatherings of up to 20 
«»r more, c.g. when mobbing a predator or to feed in a grove of flowering 
irecs (once * a flock of 40 to 50 bathing ’ — Hopwood). Is a regular member 
of the rosing bands of assorted insectivorous birds in forest, and invariably 
in attendance on flenvering Silk Cotton (simul) trees in clearings. Adopts 
* dog-in-the-manger ' tactics when feeding from the blossoms, swooping 
without prm’ocation upon other \i 5 it 0 rs in the same quest and bullying 
them off cs'cn from distant branches or adjacent trees. Has a noisy flight 
with thudding wing-beats. Numbers have been observed bathing by repeat- 
edly dashing into water from an overhanging tree (Hopsv'ood, JBNHS 21; 
1201 ). 

FOOD. Principally flower-nectar; also insects. Sclrudia nslchsrica, Bertiax 
I^iythrina indice, E. strictSj E. lithr^:pem£, Acrocerpus sp. some of the 
most commonly patronized species; also various introduced Eueefyptus 
species. From the thick coating of pollen always present on the bird’s forehead 
and throat feathers, is evidently instrumental in promoting cross-pollinadon- 
voicE and calls. A subdued metallic clanging note constantly uttered; 
al.«o creaki.ng calls reminiscent of the sharp tcci? notes of Blossomheaded 



* Acnsnlirg to Bceeber aJscvfS carked iseetar^rrdffte tdxrtatisra fBcecher, W. J., 1923. 
n-.j^c^eny cf the O-criTea. wfal 70: 27&-333), 
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Parakeet iyanocephala, 558). Very noisy in breeding season: loud 

clear whistles and mimicry of other birds* calk. 

nREEPiND. to June in N. India; Alarch— April itt the south. 

AVjt, of the usual drongo pattern, a deep saucer of pieces of bark, grass, 
rootlets, and tendrils of creepers, etc., often rather loose and-untidy, and 
lacking the cobweb plastering on the exterior: measuring 9-10 cm across 
(inside) and 4-5 cm deep; sides about 10 mm thick but bottom so flimsy 
that the contents usually visible from below. Built in a horizontal fork of 
twigs near the extremity of a lateral branch, usually between 5 and 10 
metres up, but sometimes almost within hand reach from the ground; 
occasionally in the head of a Borassus or other palm at the base of the leaf 
stalks. EggSfZ or 4, variable in coloration and markings: commonly creamy 
to salmon pink, minutely freckled with light red or purplish red. Average 
size or200 eggs 29*2 X 21 *2 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in building 
the nest, incubation, and tending the young. Incubation period unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Neck and breast feathers hacklc-shapcd, brightly glossed 
and spangled. Tail with the four inner pairs of rectrices of equal length; outer pah 
a little longer, twisted round and curling upward near tip. 

Young (immature) browner and with less metallic gloss; hackle feathen of 
neck and breast, and forehead filaments, shorter. Axillaries and under wing-cpverts 
tipped.with white. 


Nestling. ‘Brown with obsolete white bars to the abdomen, flanks and breast; 
bold while tips to the axillaries and under wing-coverts and pale edges to the wing- 
coverts * (Baker). 

ItKAStntEMENTS 

Peninsular birds 

Wing 

cfc? 160-172 
9 9 ^ 154-166 

(Vauric) 


Bill 

(from skull) 
26-30 
25-29 


Tail 

central outer 

117-135 I32-I55mm 

120-133 131-149 mm 


Taiius 26-29 mm (SA) 

There is a dine of increasing size from south to north. Birds from the Punjab 
Himalayas to eastern Assam are larger than from south India. Vauric and some 
other authors tlierefore prefer to retain these under the subspecies ririripa, Gould. 
Vauric measures northern birds as follows; 

Wing Bill Tail 


(from skull) central outer 
riitf 168-180 28-31 120-134 149-164 mm 

9 9 165-183 28-30 131-143 144-163 mm 

Weight 4 86-102; 2 9 9 76, 90 g (GD, SA, BB). 

COLOURS OP BARE PAkTS^ Iris reddish brown or dark brown. Bill, legs, feet and 
claws black. 


DiCRURUS ANDAMANENSIS Tytlcr 
Key Co the Subspecies 

Larger B. a. diervri/ermts 

Smaller D.c. andamanensis 


*3'* DICRURIDAE 

974. Large Andaman Drongo. Diermts andsmamm dimmfemu 
(Hume) 

Disimmidts dimaifimis Hume,' 1873, Stray Feathen 1 : 408 
, (Great Cocos and Table Island) 

' JBalter, FBI No. 784, Vol. 2i 372 

LOCAL NAUZS. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna with longer tail; overall length c. 35 cm (c. 14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asor975, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Endemic in the North Andaman 
group of islands. Recorded from Great Coco and Table Island. Afleclj 
forested areas, ' principally the jungle immediately svithln the belt ofcocomii 
palms that surround the coast ’ (Hume, SF2: 211). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As In 975, q.v. 

BREEDINO. Not specifically recorded; doubtless as in 975. 

Museum Diaonosd. Differs from andamaiunm only in being laiger. 

There is apparently a dine of increasing sire from south to north, birds from the 
Middle Andamans probably intermediate between this form and mdamamtU (975) 
as suggested by Abdulali (JBNHS 61 : 550). More material needed. 


measurements 

Wing 

Bill 

Tanus 

Tail 

(f>9 142-156 

(from feathers) 
22-23 

r. 24 

(outer) 

150-182 mm 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. 

As in 975. 


(Baker) 


975. Small Aodsunan Drongo. Dicrurus andamanensis andamanmsis 
Tytler 

DtcTunu tmdamimmsis Tytler, in Beavaa, 1867, Ibis: 323 
(Andaman Is., restricted to Fort Blair by Baber, 1923, Hand.List: 48) 
Baler, FBI No. 783, Vol. 2: 371 
Plate 67, fig. 10 


LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna ±, with longer tail; overall length e. 35 cm (c. 14 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A deeply fork-tailed drongo, similar to the Biack 
(962, 963), glossed with metallic blue-green above, dull velvety black below. 

Distinguished chiefly by a pecu- 
liar tuft of hair-like filaments r. 

. 2 cm long springing from fore- 
head, erect or curved back. Seres 
alike. 

STATUS, DISTSIBUnON and HA- 
BITAT. Endemic in the Little and 
South Andaman groups of 
islands. Habitat as in 974. 

GENERAL HABITS. Ai borcal and 
forest-hbunting. 'Highly grega- 
rious, flocks of a dozen lo 20 / 
Iravclling through forest together, searching food by themselves or in 
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company with Irena pu€lla\ Sturnus erytkropygtus^ Coracina slriala, Pericroeclus 
cinnamometiSy etc.* (Butler, JBNHS 12: 29D}. Frequently observed clinging 
to tree-trunks like a woodpecker, pressing the tail against the bark and 
ascending in flitting hops. 

FOOD. Mainly winged insects hawked in the air. 

VOICE and calls. A variety of sharp metallic notes, typical of the drongos. 
Slightly jerks up tail after each note. * A long tseep * (HA), 

BRBEDJNO. Season, April and May. Jlest, a shallow cup of fine dry twigs 
firmly woven together, bound and suspended with cobwebs cradlc-wisc 
in a fork of twigs generally at a considerable height in some dry or leafless 
tree: scantily lined with black hair-like rhizomorphs. Eggs, 2 or 3, variabli^ 
commonest type pale salmon-pink spotted all over with pale brownish 
markings, with some underlying spots of pale grey (Osmaston). Average 
size of 50 eggs 24*8 X 18*3 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Feathers of crown, hindneck and whole back glossy o^y 
at tips and edges, producing a somewhat scaly appearance. Tail long, deeply fork^ , 
the outer feathers curving markedly upward. Four inner pairs of rectrices each in- 
creasingly longer than its neighbour, kolUnlolhu where they are all of a out 
equal length. 

Diflers from dientrifonnis (974) only in being smaller. 

MEASUREMENTS ^ 

Tail 
(outer) 

1 18-161 mm 
(Baker) 


Wing Bill 

Tarsus 

(anterior point of 


nostril to tip) 

c. 20 

0^9 126-138 19-20 

South and Little Andamans birds give: 

Wing 

Tail 
(outer). 
153-167 mm 
157-162 mm 

9 <f<f> I35-J44 

399 132-138 

(Vauric) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 


Iris deep brown or blackish. Bill, legs and feet black. 

Dicrurus paradiseus (Linnaeus) 

Key to the SuhspeHes 


A Tail without terminal rackets; otherwise Hkc (e) B. p. lophorhinus 

B Tail with terminal rackets . i 

■ a Size medium; wing c. 140 to 170 mm; tail up to 480 mm; frontal 

meat, reaching only over anterior crown D. p. paradptta 

b The laigeat form; wing c. 160 to 185 mm; tail up to 580 mm; frontal 

' crest covenng whole crown ^7 ♦ i 

c Size large; wing e. 150 lo 170 mm; tail up .to 475 ^ 

crest absent or obsolete; bill e. 34 mm • • • ^ • ® 

d Size medium; wing r. 145 to 155 mm; Wd 

,c Sre’,m;ii;winsV.'i«'toV60 mm; tail up to 350^mm;^^ 
creat very small J' 

■ Current .cientific namea have been autatltuted for Ihae med by Butler. , 
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976. Northern Large Racket-talled Drongo. Dimmu paradiseus 
grandis (Gould) 

Edotius grnndis Gould, 1836, Proc. Zool. SoC. London: 5 (Nepalla) 

Baler, FBI No, 789, Vol. 2: 378 
Plate 67, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMEa, BhimrSj, Bhringrlj (Hindi, Bengali); IMjia (NeP«')i T’emel or 
Pnrxkpho (Lepcha); Doe rojofoihim (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna; rvith a tail c. 35 cm (14 in.) long. 
field CHARACTERS. A large metallic black drongo with a 
backward-curving tuft or creat on forehead, and two long wire-likc apatula- 
lippcd streamers in tail. Setes alike. 



.tatus distribution and habitat. Resident. The 

r countiT froDi Kumaort eastward through Nepal, Sil^m, 

submontane Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo; East Pakutan 

fEc“) Nmthfr;, India roughly cast of a line from P'f 
/ RO-F \ to Surat in Gujarat U. 21*N.) thence southeast to 

Andhra U I7®N.). Intcrgradcs with paradiseus (97?) around its sou 
in Andhra (• / y ^ \ m Aflects deciduous and evergreen 

vation and open treeless countpL States, Yunnan 

anfr^lb^i^aSl .'n S- Burma, Malay 

Peninsula, etc. As in 977. q.v. 

OENERAL HABm, FOOD vo.cE and ^ 4 , ,„d breeding 

BREEDINO. Anion, April ' 

biology as in the peninsular bird ^ f ^ long, pointed and 

baelle-ihaped, forming a P™””’,"' 'TerS *an7n S«th Indim and Oeylonw 
crown. 
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Dlcnifxrt fflrorfisws 



grondis (976). paradisrus (977). 1 - fejlomfvs (978) 

IIH (979). r 1 cfwjttj (980). \ \ nitobcnaisis ( cfit ). 

Rackets at cod of tall-vdrcs formed by imer web not outer zs supcrfidally apparent. 
The delusion is due to a twist in the slender raclus just above the spatula. 

VZASU1l£UZSTS 



\Vmg 

Bill 

Tail 



(from sIeuB) ' 

central 

outer 




145-\K 

(to tip of racket) 

d'(3' 

175-185 

30-44 

447-578 mm 

P9- 

I65-1B1 

38-42 

142-155 

362-458 mm 





(Vaurie) 

Weight 3 d'd' 

100-124 g (BE, SA). 




coiotn^s or BARE PARTS. Iris brown to reddish brown. BUI black; mouth pale 
greyish pink, sometimes mottled with bro^Ti, yellow and slate. Legs, ieet and clasvs 
blade. 

977. Southern Lurge Racket-tuiled Drongo. Dicrurus paradiseus 
paradisfus (Linnaeus) 

Cucidw A<n’<uKwur Linnaeus, 1766, Syit. Nat., cd. 12, 1: 172 
(Siam, restricted to * the r^on between Ayuthia and the head of the Gulf* by 
Kloss, 1919, Jour. nat. Hist. Soc. Siam 3; 433) 

Lenius malaharicus iktham, 1790, Index Om. 1 : 66 (Malabar) 

Baker, FBI No. 792, Vol. 2 : 381 

LOCAL KAS£Es. BhhtrSJt BkdngrSj (Hindi); Tinkc pdsfdlu pdigadu (Tclugu); Hati 
(G<md)j PfillQijftitfWd koheal (Marathi); Erattai ro/d/^ Kenddi kariehan (Tamil). 

SIZE. Myna; trith a tail c. 35 cm (14 in.) long. 

HELD CHARACTERS. As of 976, q.v. Scc Kcy to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 


STATUS, DISTRIBUTION' and HABITAT, 

Resident. Peninsular India south of the 
range of grandis (976). Broken low and 
foothills country and up to c. 1500 m in 
deciduous and evergreen forest biotope. 
Mixed teak and bamboo forest, and 
secondary evergreen jungle on old 
abandoned clearings are some of its 
favourite haunts. 

Extralimital. Tenasserim and the 
Mergui archipelago, southern Thailand, 
S. Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly or in 
pairs, sometimes small gatherings of 5 
or 6 birds, e.g. at a hatch of ssinged 
tentutes emerging from the ground. 
Very commonly with the mixed bands 
of insectivorous birds in forest. Almost 
invariably met srith in the same patch 
of forest as Barred Jungle Owlet 
{G(aucidium)f and in close association 
with tree pies [Dmdrocitta) and wood- 
peckers {Dinopium, ChtysocolapieSf etc.); 
this association so frequent as to draw 
comment from observer after obser\'er 
in far-flung parts of its range. Like Black 
and Grey drongos one of the earliest 
risers, often starting to call long before 
dav.'n while still quite dark — usually 
a desultory, monotonous kit-fdt-kU-kit 
etc,, kept up almost continuously till 
daybreak. Is bold, buUyTng and aggres- 
sive, especially when nesting, attacking 
recklessly even large raptors blundering 
within the preancts of its nest-tree; 
also di\Tng repeatedly at human climber 
to nest. Flight rather nois)* and dipping 
— rapid wing-flaps punctuated svith 
short pauses. The long tail-feathers 
trailing behind produce a characteristic 
humming noise, audible a long way 
off, the end rackets looking singularly like a pair of irate bumble-bees in 
hot pursuiL Distinctly crepuscular, commonly hunting till far into the dusk, 
springing up vertically from a tree-top to snatch an insect and diving back 
to the pierch with wings closed. 

TOOD. Termites, moths, beetles, dragonflies, locusts, mantiscs and other 
insects up to the largest size, hawked in the air; larvae picked off tree- 
inmks and branches in agile swoops and carried away in cla\s*s. Very 
probably also takes lizards and small birds as other drongos. Flower-nectar 
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of Selmalta malabaricaj Bombax inrignr, Erythrina {indirOf jhifla, Hthosperma 
and other species) an important supplementary diet. 

VOICE and calls. Very noisy, cspcdally in the early mornings and at 
sunset, more so towards the breeding season- Has a large repertoire of loud 
metallic calls and rich melodious notes and whistiing, I«, in addition, an 
exceptionally versatile and convincing mimic. In the v.^d state has been 
recorded mixiucidng both calls and complete songs (svith all their nuances) 
of the following birds: shikra, serpent eagle, crested hawk-eagle, grey 
junglecock, barred o^vlct, Indian cuckoo, koel, black woodpecker {Diy- 
goldcnbackcd svoodpecker (D^piom), rufous woodpe^er {Microp- 
grey hombill, pitta, jungle babbler, sdmitar babbler, oriole, magpie 
robin, shama. The imitadons arc sometimes echoed back promptly after 
the original call and repeated after each, the mimic seeming to mock the 
producer while obviously enjoying the joke and his o>vn clo'crncss! Once 
oteerved reproducing agitated ralb of jimgle babbler {Ttffdoides striatus) 
with the body feathers fluffed out, wings drooping, tail depressed, and pivot- 
ing from side to side, ‘ in exact mimicry of the behaviour of the babbler 
while thus calling* (Daniel, JBNHS 63; 443). Many intriguing and un- 
expected bird-calls in forest — - also of squirrels Fixnom^u^) — may 

often be traced down to a single sportive Racket-tail, a fact svhich stresses 
the importance of visual evidence in support of* diagnostic * calls in drongo- 
ridden areas. In captivity has been recorded imitating song of canary to 
perfection; also mesving of cat, and * two or three lines of whistled song with 
remarkable accuracy * (Finn, JBNHS 14; 568). 

BREedino. Stasvn^ chiefly Fcbruar>'-May in Kerala; June-July in the 
northern parts of its range. A'icrt, a deepish loosely built cup of fine twigs, 
passes, tendrils, strips of inner bark, etc. Size; external diameter c. 15 cm, 
inner cup c. 10 cm across and 5 cm deep. Unlincd, and usually with little 
or no cementing or plastering cobivebs; thus contents of nest often visible 
through the flimsy bottom from below. Fixed in a horizontal fork ofbranchcs 
(leafy or bare) near the end of a lateral bough in open forest, bct\N’ecn 
c. 5 and 15 m from ground. In some areas the chaimel-shapcd bases of 
Icaf-stalks of Borassus palms provide favourite ncst-silcs. Nests often found 
in identical patch of forest, even the same tree, year after year; occasionally 
built of thicker sticks and flatter, like a miniature crow’s nest. Eggs, normally 
3, rarely 4, somewhat variable. A common t^'pe is creamy white or pale 
pink, blotched and speckled with dark reddish browm, with secondary 
markings of pale- or pinkish grey. Average size of 40 eggs 27*8 X 20*2 ram 
(Baker). Both sexes take part m building the ncsi, incubation, and tending 
the 5'oung. Incubation period undetermined. 

Mi^ssum Diagnosis, Smaller than northern grcrdls (976) and vdth shorter crest, 
the longest feathers reaching to hindettm-n. 

UZASVRZMLN-TS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Taft 



(from skiilU 


central 

outer 
(to tip cT 
racket) 

o' o' 

151-170 

33-37 

26-28 

133-142 

295-484 mia 

9 9 

148-154 

33-36 

26-27 

128-136 

310-358 mra 
(S.\ HIS-) 


Weight 3 oo? 74-85 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 976. 


978. Ceylon Large Racket-tailed Drongo. Dicrurus paradiseus ceylonicus 
Vaurie 

Dicrurus parcdiifus cgfhnicus Vaurie, 1949, Bull. .Amer. Mus. Nat. Hul 93; 329, 
name for Disseimam cgrloKcnsis Sharpe, 1877, CaL Bds. BnL Mus. 3: 264 
(NE. Province, Cc>’lon), prroccupj^ by Dicrurus egriorunsis Stephens, 1826 
Baker, FBI No, 793, Vol. 2; 381 

LOCAL NAMES, ^fd^a kSudS, Kapulu taleys (Sinhala); Ernndi* cn/ kurUri (Tamil). 
SIZE. MjTia; with a tail c. 31 cm (12 in.) long. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 976, q.v. Scc Key to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Subspccics cndcmic in Ceylon. 
Confined to, and moderately plentiful in the Dry zone in the northern, 
eastern and southeastern portions of tlic Island, to c. 600 m alt. Affects tall 
jungle especially around imgation tanks and along river banks (Phillips, 
Henry). Intcrgradcs with D. p. lophorhinus (979) along the edge of the Diy 
and Wet zones. 

BREEDING. jVoion, March to May. /dest, eggs (c/2-4) and breeding biology 
as in 977. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate paradiseus of peninsular India in 
being unallerw'ith a less developed crest, die feathers reaching only to top of crown; 
racket feathers of tail mucli shorter. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

3‘arsus 


Tail 



(from skull) 


central 

outer 






(to tip of 






racket) 

<5'd' 

145-159 

31-35 

24 

121 

260-350 mm 

9 9 

150, 150 

32. 35 

25 

130, 133 

284,288 mm 


(HW) 

.Nci^ht I c? 71; 1 9 73 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE p.VRTs. As in 976 and other races. 

979. Ceylon Crested Black Drongo. Dicrurus paradiseus hphcrhmis 
Vieillot' 

Dicnauj lephsrhtnas Xlcillol, 1817, Nouv. Diet. dTIist- NaL 9; 587 
(Africa, restricted to Cej'lon) 

Baker. FBI No. 785, Vol. 2: 373 
Plate 67, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES, ^fa^.3 iSudS, /Tcpsiu (Sinhala); EnlUii {Tamil). 

size, M^ma; wnth longer tail. Overall length c. 33 cm (14 in.). 


‘For a discuaion of the nro ecoIogicU Coma m Cerhn tee Rrpler. S. IW6. i’w.'ii 
24: 2!8-20. and Vaum, O, 1919. A-^. M«s. .Vat. fhrt 93; 330-1. 
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FIELD CHARACTERB. As of 977 and 978, qq.v.; also glossy black with 






X c. I 

a tuft of feathers at forehead hut lacking 
the racket-feathers in the tail which is 
in«ely long and deeply forked. Sexes 
alike. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, msnuBunos and habitat. 

Subspecies endcmicinCeylon. Confined to, i 
and moderately plentiful in the Wet zone | 
and lower hills, but ascending Adam’s Peak I 
to at least e. 1700 m (Henry). Affects tall 
humid forest in the southwest portion of the 

Island. Its range is becoming constricted . r' 

owing to increasing encroachment upon its forest habitat for rubber planta- 

"°In'er^des w’ith D. fi. cejhmau (978) along the edge of the Wet and Dry 

zones, j L 1 

CENERAI, habits, food, VOICE and cAixs. As in 977 and the Ceylon 

. Racket-tailed Drongo of the Dry zone (978). 

BBEEDINO. Season, April and. May, but very little known. The orfy 
authentic nest so far is described as a flimsy cup rather small for the size 
of the bird, about 10 m up in a tall straight tree on the edge of jungle 
bordering a paddy field. It contained nestlings on 24lh May (Henry). Eggs 
not authentically described; evidently more or less as in the other racket- 
tailed drongos, cf. 977. 

Museum Diaonoso. Outer featheis of long, deeply forked tad much prolongrf 
beyond the otheis: webbed on both vanes throughout their length, and strongly 
uponved at the tips. Crest shorter, denser and stiffer, the longest feathers curving 
backward only over the forehead. 

U£A 5 t 3 REU£HTS 



cJ'd' 

9 


99 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

central 

(from skull) 


151-155 

33-36 

— 

129-131 

145 

34 

24 

124 


(from feathers) 


126-129 

139-146 

27-31 

— 

I41-I47 

28-30 

— 

119-125 


Tail 

outer 

185-199 min 
170 mm 
(H\V) 

moult* mm 
moult mm 
(SDR) 
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DICRURIDAE 


Weight 1 cf 70; 1 9 70 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Xris brown. Bill, legs, feet and daws black. 


980. Andaman Racket-tailed Prongo. Dicrunu pareJisau etiem 
/ (Richmond) 

Dissmtma malabaruia olhsvs Richmond, 1903, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 25: 290 
(Andamans) 

Baker, FBI No. 790, Vol. 2: 380 

LOCAL NA&fES. Nonc recorded. 

stZE. Myna; with a tail t. 35 cm (14 in.) long. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 977 q.v., also tvith rackets in tail but lacking 
the frontal crest/ Sec Key to the Subspecies. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTiOK and HABITAT. Endcmic in the Andaman Archipel- 
ago: recorded from tlic North, Middle, South, and Little Andaman groups. 
Fairly abundant in forested areas. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the Indian forms 976, 
977. . . ; . ' 

BREEDiNO. Sganrif May; ‘ building its nest generally high up on the 
more or less inaccessible branches of big trees. Eggt, similar to those found 
in India’ (Osmaston, JBNHS 17: 157). 

Museum Djaomosis. See Field Characters and Kc>’ to the Subspedes- 

UEASimEUENTS 


<f(f 
1 9 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. 


Wing 

' BUI 

Tail 


(from skull) 

central outer 

(to tip of 
racket) 

162-169 

34-37 

139-152 359-474 mm 

157 

34 

139 330 rom 


(Vaurie) 

As in 977 and other subspccies- 


* Only one feather in one of the jpecunens meamring 1 96 mm. 


981 Nicobar Racket-tailed Drongo. Dicrurus paradisnts nicobariensis 
(Baker) 

tUxseiramu peredistus nufiberimsu Baker, 1918, Novil. Zool. 25: 302 
(Kondel, Nicobars) 

Baker, FBI No, 791, Vol. 2: 380 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

5IZK. Myna; with a tail c. 33 cm (13 in.) long. 

rmu, CHABACIXRS. As of 977, q.v. Very similar to the Andaman bird 
but somewhat smaller and with a short fiuntaJ crest. , , . , 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Endemic in the Nicobar Archipelago 
(south of Ten Degree Channel): 

(sight, HA), Katchall, Little Nicobar and Great Nicobar islands. Afiects 
forested areas. 


SWALLOW. SHRIKES 


M3 


144 


OENERAt HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the Indian forms 976, 

^”itEEDiNO. Almost unknown. A nest with sitting bird 
Humayun AbdulaU at end February c. 25 m up in a bare t^ m for«t. 

Museum Diagnosis. ’Differs from oliasm of the ^ b^®^rable 

and by having a crest. Sinular taforoJUeas [cfpeninsular India] md 
fromit only by the size of the racket which appears to be smaller (Vaune). 
measurements (of Great Nicobar birds) 


d’t? 
Jt? 
9 9 


Wing 

155, 155 
150-156 
147-155 


Bill ' Tail 

(from skull) central outer 
(to tip of 

racket) 

35, 36 127, 131 308, 310 mm 

(Vaurie) , 

294-357 mm 

(3 msd.) 

308-322 mm 

(Abdulali) 

Birds from LitUe Nicobar and Katchall (to the north) arc larger than from Great 
Nicobar, tending to agree in size with otiosm of the An toam. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARIS. As in otiosus and other subspecies. 

Family Artamidae: Stvallow-Shrikes or Wood Swallows 

For description see Van Tyne. J. & in Thomson, 

1924, FBI 2 : 348; Smythies, B. E., 1964. Arucle Wood 
A. L. (ed.), Era Diet. Birds. London & New York. 

Genus Artamus Vieillot 

Artanas Vieillot. 1816. Anal. nouv. Orn.: 41. Type, by monotypy, 

JytmtLt Inuorhjmdius Uunaew 

BiU strong and gently curved, but not 

(£nmiu).WingsIongandpointcd:fir3tpnmary(as.) er> , 

and longest. Tarsi very short. Tail short and square. 

Kerto^eSpede. ^ 

Rump of same colour tu baii. ^ Uoecrhvaha 

Rump white, different from 

982. A*hy SwaHovr-Shrike. Artamasjuscus Vieillot 

AAosnasfiseae Vieillot, 1817. Nouv DieL d’Hut. Nau 17-. 297 
(Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 763, Vol. 2: 348 
PUte 65, fig. 18 

. J S. ta/ ekmd childk.d«jcnll (Bengal); TW 

efrta (Telugu); fMalaialam). 

(Sinhala); ), Length c. 19 «" I’i ’"*4' 

SIZE. Bulbul ±; dumpier with short tail. Lengm 



^ artamidae 

A dark slatv grey short-tailed bird with paler romp 
roLD CHARACTERS. A dark ,ia,y black tipped 

with white. Bill bluish, heavy, some- 
what finch-like. Sexes alike. 

At rest dps of closed wings reach end 

'’'^CTA'ius. distribution and 
Resident and marked “““"f 
X r.J migrant, especially in the hdb »d m 

’ • Ou]ara^n?r^“-T:ormri^Hl^^^^^^ 

patchy and local; 

Le over 2100 m (K^adum J - Ba <s) , hills 

East Pakistan. Widely JoJ^^dry- and moist-deciduous 

and up to r. 1200 ^_palm)Ta, coconut 

OE.NEBAL HABtrS. U^Hy SCCn huddlcd clOScly tOgCtllCT 

flocks, sometimes ofSO or more bu^usuaj^se 

along a horizontal ^tpTfoothilb country, old formt cleanngs 
tdegraph and bobbed slowly and deliberately up 

— rs' S'- » f 

elide, reminiscent of a swallow Brakes bv sudden uptiU of body 

in a wide circle after each flutter of 

butterflies or winged teraiiles, ^Ung round to its perch to 

- feet to free the bill for the recond, '^^^.‘“iJsvhen nesting, ailari. 
dispose of both at leisure. Is veiy ‘"’f of the nest-tree, while 

and raptors en-^achmg on the vicinity 

tolerating harmless species hkc bulbids. butterflies even of the gen^ 

roOD. Insects: largely "^'"^.bTrS^lnd to lizards; dra^nflies, 

- DoneeU and Enplora «P“S»^' "f flu"''”. '-K- jVd 

wuiged ternutes. etc. cries eUi-ehtUheh (« 

VOICE and CALLS, o^ible from a comidemblc hejghL 
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SWALLOW-SHRIKES H5 

rather subdued, commendng and ending with the harsh chokes. ‘ A medley 
of pleasant tvdttering snatches of 10-15 seconds duration, repeated again 
and again for over 10 minutes wth short pauses during which the bird 
switched its tail slowly up and down. Was reminiscent of S^^*allo^v’s Us-ittering 
song, soliloquy of Rufousbacked Shrike and chattering ditty of Rosy Pastor, 
as well as the soft warbling of Blyth’s Reed Warbler (AcrocepheUa dwnctonpn). 
Imitations of many birf-calls were interlarded in the song, those of Jungle 
Myna (softer) and RrfwhiskerW Bulbul bring clearly rc<»gmzablc,' 

BREEDDtc. Season, in India principally March to June; in Ce>'lon January 
to June, chiefly March. Ji'esi, a loosely put-together shallow cup of fine 
grass, roots and fibres with sometimes a few feathers but no definite lining. 
Plac^ in a crotch or elbow of some horizontal bough — •vciy commonly 
in the angle at the base of leaf-stalks in a palmyra, coconut or other palm 
— often at considerable heights from the ground. JS^^s, 2 or 3, greenish 
white spotted with light brown chiefly at the broad end, sometimes forming 
a cap. Average size of 50 eggs 23*4 x 17*1 mm (Baker). Both sexes take 
part in building the nest, incubation, and lending the yoxmg. Incubation 
period unrecorded. 

Muszum DxACNOsa. Rump somewhat paler than back, slaty grey-brown with 
a vinous tinge; longer upper tail-coverts white. 

Young (immature) resembles adult but upperparts, except the wiiitish tail- 
coverts, brown vrith tiny fulvous margins, mostly on mantle; tiny pale tips to median, 
greater and primary coverts. Throat browner; rest of underparts dirty fulvous winte 
with narrow indistinct hrmsTiisb bars. Postjuvcnal moult includes body, and ap- 
parently all coverts except primar>\ 


itEATjnrsmNTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

d’d' 

129-133 (145) 

21-24 

16-19 

54-60 rom 

99 

133-139 

21-23 

16-19 

48-53 mm 


(SA, mv) 

Wright 2 (J'o' 37, 42; 3 9 9 33-42 g (Payntcr). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iiis dark bttrvvn. Bill sky blue or greyish blue, black 
at tip; mouth dark slate. Legs' and feet bluish slate or slaty brown; claws black- 

983. Whltcbrcasted Swallow^Shrike. Artarms leueorhynehis humei 
Stresemann 

ArtOTOJ trxcrhjnehu hrrA Stresemann, 1913, No\it. ZooL 20: 291 
, (Andamans) 

Baker. FBI No. 764, Vol. 2:350 
Plate 65, fig. 16 

LOCAL KAsms. Nonc recorded- 

sizE. Bulbul i; dumpier with short tail. I/cngth c. 18 cm (7 in,). 

FIELD esARACTERs. Ahovc, head, and neck aU round slaty grey; back 
purplish grc)'-brotvn; lower rump and upper tail-coverts svhite; tail and 
wings ashy black. Btlovo, throat and upper breast slaty gre>*; lower breast 
and rest of underparts white. Sexes alike. 


146 

STATUS, DiSTRiBLTioN and HABITAT. Endcmic to Great and Little Coco, 
and Andaman islands. Affects openly wooded country', forest clearings, 
rubber plantations, etc. 

ExiTclirdlal. Other subspecies in hfalaysia, Philippines, Borneo, Sumatra, 
Java and associated islands, cast to Australia. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in Ashy Swallow-Shrike 
(982) q.v. Has been recorded as settling fircly on the gnnmd, moving 
with very short hops to pick up insects and nesting material, several fre- 
quently together on roads (Hume). 

BREEDiNc. Season, mainly April and May. AVjf, as in Ashy S^vallow- 
Shrike (982) — usually quite exposed; almost in\’ariably placed on the 
broken-off stump of some stout branch, bctw’cen c. 3*5 and 7 m from the 
ground. Bggs, 3, white, spotted with light brown or fawm chiefly in a zone 
at the broad end, with numerous underlying grey markings (BBO). 
Average size of 40 eggs 23*8 x 17*2 mm (Baker). Breeding biology as in 
982. 

Museum Diagnosis. Underparts white from breast downwards; upper tafl- 
coverts as wcU as lower rump white, 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bni Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

019 127-134 16-17 15-16 55-60 mm 

(Bakes) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. * Iris pale bluc, dark blue to deep brown- BUI pale 
blue tipped with black. Legs and feet dark* slaty to practically black ’ (Baker). 

Family Sturkidae': Starlings, Myrnas 

Cf. Amadon, D., 1943, Arar. Mas. Ji'ont., No. 1247: 1-16 
Maricn, D., 1950, JBNH5 49: 471-87 
Amadon, D., 1956, Amer. Mas. Pi'ooil., No. 1803: 1-41 

For description and morphology see Van Tjtic, J. & Ber g er, A. J., 1959: 537; 
Baker, E. C. Stuart, 1926, FBI 3: 16, 27; Dean Amadon, 1964. Article * Starling * 
in Thomson, A. L. (cd.), jVrar Diet. Birds. London and Nctv York. 


Key to the Genera 

Page 

I A ydlo%v wing-patch ..Mho 189 

II A wlutc wng-palth shovs-ing on the upperparts of thr remiges 
A Patch near base of remiges _ " 

I Underparts and throat mostly dark grey. . .Aeridolhera 176 

' 2 Underparts mfous, throat chestnut Sero^hssa M7 

B Patch at about middle of length of vi*ing GrcczJa 190 

III No wing-patch, or patch suffused 

C Underparts mcstly grejnsh white, rufous or pink, or nearly black 

vrith metallic purple and green reflections Stuma 151 

D Underparts black with green reflection, no purple; underparts of 

female uriped Aplenss 1+8 

^ Includes Cracthdae (Eulabetidac) of FBI, 1926, 3: 16: 1930, 7: 207; 8: 648. 
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Genus Saroolossa Hodgson 

Senglossa Hodgson, 1844, in Bl^nh, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 13: 367. 

T>*pe, by monotype”, Lenprotorms spUeptens Vigors 

Bill slender and gently curved; tongue les fleshy in Greeula. Nostrils small 
and slender; rictal bristles short though strong. Feathers of crown somewhailanceo- 
late but shorL \Vmg long and pointed: first primary (as.) \'ery small. Tail short and 
»quare<uL 

984. Spottedwinged Stare. Saroglossa spiloptera (\^igors) 

I^.pTotsTrds spihpierasVi^exn, 183), Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 35 
(Himalayan Moimtains, restricted to Simla-Almora) 

Pseixogloua spUoplera cssameiuis Baker, 1924, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 45: 14 
(Khasia HHls) 

Baker, FBI Nos, 970, 971, Vol. 3: 25. 26 
PUle 68, frg. 2 

LOCAL NAME. Pelt (Mussooric, U.P.). 

SIZE. Bulbul length c. 19 cm (7} in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A spiTicc Hitlc gTcgarious myna reminiscenr of the 
Greyheaded (iSftfnaii malaharicus, 987). 

Male. v45orv, including ermro, brmvn- 
ish grc>' scalloped with black. Below, chin 
and throat deep chestnut-rufous; rest of 
underparts rusty white. Apromincntwhiie 
patch in the blackish wings- 

Fcmalc. Above, sooty brown; sides of 
head darh brown. Below, pale fulvous ashy 
brosvn scalloped with svhite, especially on 
chin and throat. WTiitc wing-patch as in 
male. 

The t)*pical starling-Uke flight, together with dark head, rufous-chcsmul 
rump, and pointed bladdsh wings with a conspicuous white patch (as in 
Blueheaded Rock Thrush) diagnostic. 

DCTRiBunoN and habitat. Status cqui\*ocaI and imperfectly 
blown. From available data, is by and large an cast-west migranL Breeds 
in the western Himalayas fiom about Kangra in Himachal Pradesh (r. 

76*E.) to Garhwal and Kumaoa (Dehra Dun, Simla, Almora). 
Hocks right-recorded at c. 2000 m in Garhwal (MandaHni Valley', May- 
J ^vkiunar, JBNHS 53: 324). Passes westward along the lower 
hub, between c. 700 and 1200 m, in March-April through Nepal and Sikkim, 
cast>%Tird again in Junc-July, \\lntcTS abundantly. in Assam, from the 
foo^nb up to c. 1000 TO, rather erratically in Nagaland (?), Manipur, 
^ Pakistan (Dacca, Chittagong). May also breed occasionally (or 
regularly ?) in between and in Assam, but ihb not proven- Afreets op^n 
fortsL 

BxtTcl irdtil, Burma south to N. Tcnasscrim (winter). 

general HAErrs. Arboreal and highly gregarious. Keeps in small or 
large flocks, somclimes of sc%-eral scores or even hundreds as when feeding 



X e. \ 


on large leafless Salrudia trees in flower, and in company with Greyheaded 
and Jungle Mynas (Stumus malabanais and Acridotkeres fitscus). Very fond 
of nectar, the slender curving biU suggesting special adaptation for this 
diet. At the flowers often adopts blustering and bullying dog-in-the-manger 
tactics, like Rosy Pastor, assaulting and keeping other visitors off from 5ie 
flowers although itself satiated. From time to time, for no apparent reason, 
a whole flock %vill suddenly dive into space from the leafless branches and 
wheel round and round the tree at top speed with lightning tisTSts and turns 
and side-slips as if to dodge some in\'isible dc\'il in pursuit! After a couple of 
rounds the birds re-settle and resume feeding complacently as bribre. Higbt 
swift, very much like that of the starlings Stumus rulgaris and S. roseus. 

FOOD. Insects (red tree ants, winged termites, etc.) ; Ficus figs and \'arious 
berries; in season, predominantly flower-nectar of Salmalta, Bomb ax and 
Eryikrina spedes ; also of GrevilUa shade-trees in tea gardens. 

VOICE and calls. Noisy chattering notes whoi in a flock, very similar 
to those of Greyheaded and Jungle mynas. A resentful or bellicose ckek* 
chek-cheh, with wings partially dropped and tail slightly cocked and expanded, 
while hopping from flower to flower with other bird visitors feeding in the 
vidnity. A soft cHk-cHk like chirrup’mg of Ydlow-throatcd Sparrow {Petrorda 
xcnikocoUis, 1949) when sitting idly. 

BREEDiNO, Season, driefly April to June. A'rrf, a pad of green leaves and 
rubbish, in a natural tree-hollow or barbet hole, 6 to 10 m from the ground. 
E^s, 3 or 4, pale stone colour or pale blubh green with small reddbh brown 
specks and blotches. A%*crage size of 30 eggs 25*4 X 18*0 mm (Baker). 
Breeding biology unrecorded. 

Mcselic Diagnosis. For dctalb of plumage see Baker, loc. dL 

Young ( imm ature) female. Above, whole head and upperparts udfoim grey- 
brown, a UtUc paler than adult, vrith fulveus tips to lesser and median covests tad 
tertiab; rump and upper tail-coverts fulvous brerwn; rest of wings and tail as ia 
adult 9 krat rec tric es narrower. Below, as in adult but more streaked than mottled, 
and washed with fulvous on 

Young male said to ciifrer from female, but not examined. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\5mg Em Tafl 

(from anterior 
edge cf nostril) 

e& 110-115 14-15 56-61 ram 

9 9 lOS-106 18-14 , 54-58 mm 

(Marien) 

Tarrus 21-22 mm (Baker) 

Weight I c? 47-5 g (BB). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dull whitc to Icsnoa-yrilow. BUI dtrsky black, ^ 
reddish at base cf lower mandible and pale ycllo'w on margins of both mandlbles- 
Legs, feet and daws bla^ 

Genus Aplonis Gould 
Aplsfds Gould, 1836, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 73. Type, 
by original derignaticn, Aple-ds cwjgh^ Gould *» Lerdxx tefermr Gmrila 
Lerproeo^ex Bonaparte, IB53, Cccep. R.cr)d. Acad- Sd. Paris 33: £30. Type, 
by original daignatios, Lcrp*tUTrds feldprons Puchcraa £. g'sr.£s Salradori 
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Plumage intensely glossy. Bill f^Iy stout and gently curved; nostrils small and 
round. Wing long and pointed; tail of moderate length, well graduated. Tarsus 
and feet strong. Only the single speciea panajftniis (Scopoli) occurs within our limits 
with two subspedes. 


Aflonb pahayensis (Scopoli) 
Key to the Subspedea 


Plumage very dark and less glossy A.p. (ftM 

Plumage less dark and very glossy A.p. t^ims 


985. Tipperah Glossy Stare. Aplonis pantp/ensis affims (Blyth) 

Calmds affnij * A. Hay • = Blyth, 18«, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 15: 36 
(Tipperah) 

Baker, FBI No. 969, Vol. 3; 24 

LOCAL NAUES. Dao gogovij Dao maina gajtba (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna ±; length c. 22 cm (8i in.). 

FIELD CHARACTEKS. A Smallish, comparatively slender black myna, 

brilliantly green-glossed all over and 
with conspicuous scarlet-crimson eyes 
(yellowish white in young, q.v.). Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS, DBTRIBtmoN and HABITAT. 
Status equivocal. Thought to be 
summer (breeding) visitor to Assam in 
the Garo, Khasi and N. Cachar hills; 
arrives there c. February and departs 
c. April with flying young. Occurs also in East Pakistmi (Tipperah, Chitta- 
gong, Dacca). Locally common. A straggler (subspecies?) taken in Madras, 
9 Oct. 1880 (W. F. Dique, SF 9: 298). Affects coconut groves, forat edges, 
and cultivation clearings with a scattering of large Ficus and suchlike trees. 

^ralimital. Arakan. Other races in Burma, peninsular Thailand, Indo- 
chinese countries, Malay peninsula and archipelago, and Indonesian islands 
east to the Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS. Greganous and sociable. Keeps in noisy flocks feeding 
in association with other mynas on Ficus and flowering trees. Congregates 
to roost in himdreds in coconut palms and other trees to the accompaniment 
of much squabbling and chattering. Chiefly arboreal but will sometimes 
descend to the ground to pick up fallen berries. Posture at rest, and flight, 
very starling-like. 

FOOD. Insects, berries and small Ficus figs (e.g. F. benjesmina), and flower- 
nectar (Salmalia, Eiylhrina, etc.). 

VOICE and calls. Very noisy when in flock; has a sharp metallic single 
note. 

BREEDmo. Very little known. In Cachar ‘ It breeds about April in the 
holes of dead trees; when the young are able to fly it departs. If again returns 
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about the middle of February ’ (J. Inglis in Hume, 1889, 1 : 367). More 
information desirable. 

Museum Diaonoso. Lores and fcathen at base of upper mandible doll klicl- 
wings and tail black with faint blue gloss. ' * 

Young (immature). Upperparts dark brown with slight green gloss. BiUv, 
huffy white hca^y streaked with brown and slightly glossed with green, the ttreab 
fine on chin and throat, heavier ebewhere except on belly which is nearly 
C3overts, secondaries and tertials browner, slightly glossed and edged paler. Pat- 
Juvenal moult complete (Ticehunt). 

UEAsimzacEKn 

Wing 106>1 13 mm (licchunt). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. AduU. Iris crimson. Bill, legs, feet and daws HrV 
Immaturca Iris yellowish white turning to pale yellow with ted-brown tinge, 
orange«vermilion, and finally crimson. Legs and feet brownish black (CBT). 


9B6, Aa d a mat i Glossy Stare, Aplonis pariayensis tythi (Hurac) 

Calemis TjtUri Hume, 1873, Stray Fcathen 1: 480 (Andamans) 

Baker, FBI No. 968, Vol. 3 : 23 
Plate 68, fig. 1 

LOCAL MASfB. TukhiUo (Car Nlcobar). 

SIZE. Myna ±; length c. 22 cm (8 Jin.). 

FIELD caiARACTERs. As of 985, q.v. Sec Key to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTiuBUTioN and HABITAT. Resident' and locally migratory: 
Andaznans'and Nicoban; found on nearly all the islands. Appears in Port 
Blair about February and remains till June: exceedingly numerous between 
these months. Absent for rest of the year; where the birds go imknown 
(Osmaston, JBNHS 17: 158), Affects coconut groves; also forest and open 
country with large trees. 

OEKERAi. HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 985. 

BREEDmo. Season, March to May, chiefly April. a natural boMow 
or woodpecker hole in a coconut trunk for preference, but also in padouk 
and other trees, 'generally at considerable heights. Eggs, 2(?) to 4, white 
lo skim*milk blue \vith specks and small blotches of reddish brown. Average 
size of 30 eggs 26*6 X 19*7 mm (Baker). Breeding biology unrecorded. 

Musstni DiAONOSis. Diffcn from fl^^(9B5) in being darker, not so glossy bronze* 
green, the gloss more bluish green. Also has a longer wing, and larger and broader 
bill. 

Young (immature) as in qffinis. 

MSASUREUEKTS 

cJi 9 Wing 1 12-120 mm (Baker) 

COLOURS OP BARS PARTS. Itis vcry variable: white', pink, brown, red-browo 
or deep orange. BUI, tarsus and toes blade (CBT), 


> A new mlnperio, A. p. alUni, hu sine* bem dei^bed W 
3 ft the of eye colour, white r. brown an buds from Caur Nirobar wd the AMan^i 
[type locality, Smpbell Bay, Great Nirobart. &ovra ^tribnum! Cantorta, Tnniat, 
.nA fSreat Nimbar iflandf IBuli, BOC. B? (2)t 33--f. 1967). 


STARLINGS, MYNAS ISI 

Genus Sturnus Linnaeus 

Slumus linnaeus, 1758, Syat. Nat, ed. 10, 1 : 167. Type, by subsequent designaSon, 
Stumus vulgccris Linnaeus 

Pastor Temminck, 1815, Man. d’Oro.: 82. Type, by raonotypy, Tmdas rosaa 
linnaeus 

Gracupica Lesson, 1831, TraittS d’Om.: 401. Type, by monotypy, Grocupica m- 
tcnolcuea Lesson = Gracula nigricollis BaykuU 
Stumia Lesson, 1837, Compl. de Buffon 9: 53. Type, -by original designaSon, 
S/UTTttu smems Gmelin 

Sturmpaslor Hodgson in Blyth, 1843, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 1 2: 97. Type, by mono;, 
t^ry, Stitmus contra linnaeus 

Ttmentthts Cabanis, 1851, Mus. Hein. 1 : 204. Type, by subsequent doignaUon, 
Twdas pagodanan Gmelin 

Stumorm Legge, 1879, Bds. Ceylon: 679, pi. 28. Type, by monotypy, Hctcrorms 
wux Bonaparte 

Key to the Species . 

Page 

I No crest, or crest very moderate ' c r • 166 

A Plumage entirely dark, glossy and speckled 

B Abdomen white or rufous, back grey 

1 Middle rectrices longer than outermost a ^ • t. k v 

a Upper wing-coverts and scapulars buff contrasting w pg 

b Upper wing-coverts and scapulars same colour as back ^ 

i Tertiaries glossy black f ^ 

u Tcrtiaricslr^. '56 

2 Middle rectrices shorter than outermost, back glossy a 

S, sfurmnuf 162 

11 Crest present , 

C Crest longer than tarsus « » ifin 

3 Throat and breast rich buff. 

4 Throat black, abdomen pink. . * 

D Crest shorter than tarsus Ug 

5 Throat black , 

6 Throat whitish grey 

Sturnw MALABARicus (GmcUn) 

Key to the Sal>si>eclea 

1 Head grey or grey tinged with rufous . .s. n,. mlobaricus 152 

• a Abdomen fawn * , 

b Abdomen wWdshwashdvda^c^^ buffos 

S. ru hljihn 154 

2 Head wlute 


152 STURNIDAE 

987. Greyheaded Myn*. Stumus malabariaa malabericus 
{GmtUii) 

' Turdus mUioncus Gmelin, 1 789, Syst. NaL 1 : 816 (Malabar Coast) 

S(iim:oinaia{owaan«nicoKoek,'1954,Ck>ntrib.ImLRegiona]ExpIorab‘on,No. 1: 19 

(Nichuguard, Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 982, ViiL 3: 39 
Plate 68, fig. S 

LOCAL NAMES. Fduxi (Hindi); Dlsipiwci pngal); Kol holik (Assam); Afeina 
gophu (Cachar); PSli palisa (Tclugu); CAAnlAki/i (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length e, 21 cm (8 iiu). ^ 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small, trim, silvcty grey-and-rufous sooable myna. 

Above, head and upperparts silvery- 
or brownish grey; tail largely fer- 
ruginous. Wing-quiffs black and 
grey. Below, chin, throat and breast 
lilac-grey or pale rufous; rest of 
underparts bright rufous. Sexes more 
, t.\ or less similar. See Museum Diag- 

, nosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with m«bed 
local migrations and erraUc wandering movements, especiaUy dunng he 
SW. momoon and in winter. Practically throughout the Indian Umon 




35. m. 


Distributional ranges 

^S.m.mohbmcus{gS 7 iMtlS. m. U/liii ( 988 )- 

Ega s. setux (993). 
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(south to Kanyakumari) and E. Pakistan, roi^hly cast and south of a line 
&om Mt Abu in Rajasthan to Dehra Dtm in U-P. (straggling to Simla 
and Ambala) ; thcncc castward-along the lower Himal ayas and submontane 
tracts through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; normally up to c. 1500 
m in 'the Himalayas and peninsular hills, locally to c. 2000 m. Evidently 
breeds at least south to about 17°N.; replaced in southwestern India by 
988. In winter both grey-headed and white-headed birds often in the same 
locality and even in a mixed flock. Represented in N. Cachar, Nagaland 
and Manipur by 989. Absent in Ceylon. 

Affects thinly wooded country both near human habitations and in out- 
lying parts, and open secondary jungle. Partial to >*oung forest plantations. 

general habits. Gregarious and predominantly arboreal, but will fre- 
quently descend to feed in low bushes and occasionally on the ground. 
Keeps in ^mall flocks of 5 to 20 or larger ones of several scores, by itself or 
in association with Rosy Pastors and other mynas as when feeding on 
-flowering trees. The birds hop activdy fium one flower bundi to another 
keeping up a lively chatter and squabbling the while. Hunts insects among 
the foliage canopy walking purposefully along the branches, clinging to 
the bark in all manner of acrobatic positions, and peering into nooks and 
crannies. Flight swift and typically starling-like: a few rapid beats of the 
pointed wings followed by a short glide. Large congregations collect to 
feast on winged termites emerging from rain-sodden soil in company vdth 
drongos and other insectivorous spedes. The birds, in ones and twos or 
several together, spring up vertically fiom the ground or a bush-top closing 
the wings and halting in mid-air for a split second while they neatly snap 
up the quarry, before didng back to the perch. While feeding on a lofty 
leafless flo\s‘cring Silk Cotton a flock ■will suddenly — as at a word of com- 
mmd — and for no apparent reason, dhre helter-skelter into space as if to 
dodge the stoop of some im^jnary raptor and will drde round the tree 
at high speed once or twice before re-scttling and resuming activity as 
before, with no sign of nervousness (cf. 984). 

FOOD. Fruits and berries; flower-nectar; insects. Among the first, most 
commonly recorded arc: ^izyphm (csp. oawplia), Lanlma cadeata, Inga 
dtddSf and wild figs of many spedes [Ficus bengalensis, F. religiosa and others). 
Nectar of Salmalia malabama^ Bomhax insigne and spedes, Ejyihrina oidrc, 
E. suhensa and E. lithosperma, BuUa Amosperma and occasionally Loronihus 
spp. the birds helping to promote cross-pollination in many of these. In an 
intensively cultivated area in Bihar the following insects identified among 
stomach contents: weedls [Tai^rmecus sp. [kispida?), Astycus /cto’dir] ; beetles 
[MjUocctus maculosus and spp.), in addition to gryllids, hemipterous bugs 
and geometrid caterpillars. Nest-young observed to be fed on melolonthid, 
geometrid and noctuid larvae (Mason & Lefixiy, 1912). 

VOICE and calls. A sharp disyllabic metallic note; uttered also when 
just taking off and during ^ght. A mild, rather tremulous single whistle 
(Nichols). Song: a pleasant ^varble (Hume, Jones). 

BREEDiNO. Seasm, overall Apiil to July, the prindpal periods varying 
with locality. Aert, a collection of twigs, rootiets and grass placed in a barbet- 
or woodpe^er hole in a tree-stem, normally between 3 and 12 metres 
from the groxmd. Eggs, 3-5, pale blue-green, unmarked. Average size of 
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50 eggs 23*8 X 18*2 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in building the 
nest, incubation, and tending the young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis, Male. Aboi>e, forehead feathers over eyes ^^^tish; 
and ear-coverts pale mfous-grey; shafts of feathen of head and neck whitish. Rest 
of upperparts dark grey tinged with ferruginous on rump and upper tail-covcrts. 
Central tail-feathers frosted grey; rest blackish at base, dark feriugmous at tip*, 
this increasing towards outer pair. BeUrw, chin, throat and breast rufous-grey, the 
feathers with white shafts; rest of underparts dc^ ferruginous, but xmder tafi -co v e ns 
sometimes’ white. Feathers of crown, nape, throat and upper breast 

Female, Normally indistinguishable from male. Some have the hackles Sorter 
and less defined; head similar to back without the white; tmderparts paler or even 
whitish. 

Young (immature). 'Upperparts grey-brown, palest on head; indistinct pale 
supcrcflhun; upper tail-covcrts with a rusty tinge; sides of head and underparts 
dirty bufiy white; wings and tail dark brown without grey frosting and -with paler 
brown outer edges to wings and coverts; the deep ferruginous of tail replaced by 
paler rufous tips, less in cxtait; tail-feathers narrtm*er. Postjuvcnal moult complete ' 
Cncriuirst). 

MEASUREMENTS 


tVing 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaB 

93-106 

21-24 

23-25 

59-65 mm 

94-104 

20-22 

22-24 

55-65 mm 


(HW, BB, Marien) 

Bill from anterior edge of nostril: 12—15; 9 9 12— 14 mm (Marien). 

Wright 16 c? 9 32-44 (av. 39*9) g—SA- Sa’di 34-5-42-5; 2 9 9 36-5,39-5g 
(GD, BB). 

coijOurs or BARE PARTS. Iiis gTcyish- or creamy white. BUI cobalt or leaden 
blue at base, yellow at tip, with a gr een is h intermediate area; palate dusky yellow, 
gullet pinkish grey or slaty. Legs, feet and daivs yellowish brown, brownish flesh, 
or pale lcmon->*dlow. 

988. WHtelieaded Myna. Stunms malabartcus bljtJni 
(jerdon) 

P&rtorBirrtiiJcrdon, 1844, Madras Jour. Lit. ScL 13: 133 (Malabar) 

Baker, FBI No. 983, Vol. 3: 40 
Plate 68, fig. 4 

ijocal names. Pali pdisa (Triugu); CMrakkili (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c. 21 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 987, q.v., but wholc head, chin, throat and 
breast white in male. For details of plumage and distinction between male 
and female, and between female bljikii and very similar female malabaricus 
see Museum Di^nosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to seasonal local 
migration like malabartcus. Breeds in southwestern peninsular India, in 
Kerala (including Wynaad) and >vcstcm Mysore (Coorg dist) up to c, 
1200 m; perhaps north to Bclgaum (e. 16*N.). Migrates and/or straggles 
sporadically northward in the rains and winter. Spedmens frism Bombay 
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(July) and Ahmedabad (August). Frequently foimd in mixed flocks together 
with Greyheaded Myna in non-breeding season. Due to this and consequent 
ambiguity in sight records, exact status and distribution as yet imperfectly 
known. Habitat as under 987. 

GENERAL HABITS, IDOD, VOICE and (lALLs. As in 987. 

SREEDINU. Season, February to May. Afrt, eggs (c/3) and breeding biology 
as in Greyheaded Myna (987). Average size of 15 eggs 23-8 X 17*9 mm* 
(Baker). 

Museum Diaonoss. Male differs from male calabaieus in having the whole 
heaxl, riun, throat and breast white; upper tail-coverts with less rufous or none; 
under tail-coverti constantiy more rufous, never quite white as sometimes in 
rutlaierievs. 

Adult female diffenfromaduItmaIc(c5cw)asfollows: 1. White of head confined 
to forehead and forccrown ; rest of crown and nape concolorom ■with h?rY but much 
streaked with pale grey, 2. Silvery grey on wings and tail less pronounced, 3. Sides 
cf head and neck largely grey instead of white, 4. Pure white on underparts confined 
to riiin and throt; breast sullied grey merging into the creamy rufous of abdomen 
and fianfa (which are rich rufous in male); under tril-coverts paler and more 
fulvous. 

Adult female bljtfdidiEcn from adult female ir.aZfl5crifai as follows: 1. Upperparts 
purer more silvery grey r. more brownish grey, 2. Underparts much paler: chin 
and throat ^ white; breast white, sulh'ed wth grey and rufous; rot of underparts 
and fl a nk s oeamy rufous; under tail-coverts pale rufous. 

Young ( imm ature) not distinguishable fiom juvenile malaierievs, 

MEASUREMENTS 

Bill Tarsus Tail 

(fromskuD) 

23-24 23-26 

22-25 23-26 

Bin from ujtaior edge of nostril: J 14-16 mm (Mkricn) 

COLOURS of BARE PARTS, As in 987. 


62-67 mm 
59-65 rnm 
(SA, Marien) 


Wing 

d’(? 96-107 

9 9 97-104 


989. WHtewinged Myna, Stumus malabcriais nemoricola (Jerdon) 
Stma RTTcricrifl Jerdon. 1862, Ibis: 22 (Thayc£m>-D, Upper Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. 937, Vol. 3: 42 
LOCAi. NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. M^ma length c. 21 cm (8 in.). 

riEiD CHARACTERS. As of 987, q.v., but with forehead, crown, chin, 
thi^t and breast clear pearly grey (without white shafts), and underparts 
pale rosy buff to almost white. S«e3 alike. Sec also Museum Diagnosis. 

fTATus, DBTRiB'DTTON and HABITAT. Resident and common. North 
Oa r h ar, Nagaland, Manipur; foothills and up to c. 1200 m. Affects secondary 
forest with scattered lar^ Sebnalia tre es , and semi-cultivation. 

Extrclmdlsl, Burma, Thailand, Yunnan, Indochinese countries. 
GENERAL HABTTx. Very Similar to Greyheaded Myna (987). Keeps in 
small parties or flocks, often of considerable size. Feeds up in fl^*ering and 


fruiting trees — sometimes on the groimd — chiefly in the morning and 
late afternoon, sheltering in shady trees during the heat of the day. Roosts 
in bushes in company with Pied and other mynas. 

FOOD, VOICE and calls. As in 987. *A sharp metallic note continued 
during flight’ (Davison). Diet largely^ nectar and wild figs [Ficus spp.). 

BREEDINO. Season, apparently April and May. Jiest, eggs (c/3-6) and 
breeding biology as in 987. Average size of 14 eggs 25*6 X 19*0 mm 
(Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Under tail-covcrts, winglet and primary-coverts often vdiite, 
sometimes black as in Tndabericus, sometimes particoloured blade and white; this 
apparently neither sexual nor due to age. Hackles as in tnalabariais. 

There is mudi variation. Usually the only ferruginous on die underparts is a sm a l l 
patdi on flanks covering the thighs. But occarionally underparts distinctly suffused 
with ferruginous. Head colour varia individually and widi wear, but is never so 
dark grey as in rtalabaieus. Even in fresh plumage head and throat may be very 
pale grey or almost pure white thus dosdy resembling bljthxi except for the bdly 
which is not femiginous. 

Young (immature) indistinguishable fiom malaiarieus. 
measurements 

ri’ 9 94-103 mm (Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 987. 


StURNUS ERYTHROPYOtUS (Blyth) 


Key to die Snbspedes 


Rump rufous 

Rump pale grey 

a Under tail-coverts pale rufous. . . . 
b Under tail-covcrts chestnut-rufous 


. . .S. e. eiythrvp^gias 

PRge 

!57 

. ,S. e, endsmenensis 

156 

t. ketdiethuis 

158 


990. Andaman Whiteheaded Myna. Stunas njlhnp^gius arJtsmmmU 
(Tytler) 

TBr-coAu endaamauis Tytler, « Bcivan, 1867, Iba: 329 (AtK l a trum ) 
Baicr, FBI No. 934, VoU 3:41 

ixjCM. iwiES. None recorded. 

sjzE. Myna — ; length c. 21 cm (8 in.). 

nETD CHARACTEia. Similar to Whitewinged Myna (989), q.v., but 
with whole he^ neck, and underparts creamy white; back and scapulars 
pale grey; rump and upper tail-covcrts paler grey, faintly tinged with ihivous. 
Senccs alike. See keys to the Species and Subspecies, and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBtmos and HASITAT. Resident; very common. Andaman 
Islands. Affects forest and secondary jungle. Introduced on Camorta, Nico- 
bars. 

CDvERAi. HABITS. As of Greyheaded Myna (987). Keeps in small parties 
and large flocks in and around paddyficlds, open grassland and forest edges, 
and on hillsides. Associates with drongm, cuckoo-shrikes, minivets, etc. 
in the irincrant foraging bands. 
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rooD. Nectar, fruits and berries, and insects. Very partiai to a small 
caterpillar which rolls itself up in narrow bamboo leaves', the birds adopting 
aH sorts of tit-like attitudes to investigate the infested leaves fButler. TBNHS 
12: 397-8). 

VOICE and caixs. Not spedfically recorded. Presumably as in 987 and 
989. 

BREEDiNO. Sioson, March to May. Jfestj of small pliant ttrigs lined srith 
small green leaves; placed in a tree-hole 2 to 10 metres from the ground. 
Eggt, 4, uniform blue similar to those of StmTos rmlaimais and also Acri- 
dilhrru trisfis. Average size of 40 ^gs-25-8 X 18-9 mm (Baker). Both 
sexes take part in all domestic chores. 

Moszuh DiAojtosn.- Only feathers of crmra hackled. Wings and Uul black 
glossed with green. Central rectriccs with hardly any white dps; small lips to next 
prir and increasingly larger ones to outer pair" which are half sshite. Under wing- 
coverts and axiilaiics white. Bill more massive and longer than in m. nsmcriatta 
(989). 

Young ( imma ture). * Very similar to adult * (Butler). 

MrAStmESIEKTS 




Wing 

BiU 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 


o’ 9 

103-113 

20-21 

27-28 

75-76 mm 
(Baker) 

2 

cfd’ 

107-f-, 117 

20,21 

— 

76, 78 mm 

2 

9 9 

107, 108 

20,21 

— 

72.74 mm 
(Abdulali) 

COLOURS 

or BASre PARTS. 

Iris opalescent wlute to very 

pale blue. BUI greenish 


yellow, smalt blue at base. Legs and feel lemon- or fleshy yellow. 


991. Nicobar Whiteheaded Myna. 5’ftimtir r^tAn^lTS'ur rryfArq^gitir 
(Blyth) 

^■emtia rgrthgfergut Bl>'lh, 1846, Jour. Asian Soc. Bengal 15: 34 
(Nicobar islands, restricted by Ripley, 1961, to Car Nicobar) 

Baker, FBI No. 935, Vol. 3: 41 
Plate 68, fig. 8 

LOCAi. KAsiza. HahUj Hmitch (Car Nicobarcse). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c. 21 cm (8 in.). 

TisxD CHARACTERS. As of 990, q.v. Sexes alike. See Key to the Subspecies 
and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtrrTO.v and habitat. Nicobar islands; so far knoim only 
on Car Nicobar where quite common. Habitat as in 990; partial to casuarinas 
and coconut palms in the coastal belt. 

OENERAi. BABrrs, FOOD, VOICE and calls. As in 987 and 989. Large 
numbers congregate in the evening to roost in old casuarina and other 
trees. 

BREEDDto. Siasm, April; pgrhaps more correctly March to May as in 
the Andaman form. AVrt, the only three known were as described under 

* Probably larva of the common P)ralid, Prrcarti adesslu. 
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ana Duut m holes r. 3 or 4 metres up in Screiv Pines (PcrJmu) on tic 
toge of forest along *e beach (B. B. Osmaston). £ggr, 4, unmarked uniftro 
blue. Av-^ sure of 8 eggs 26-2 x,18.7 mm (Baker). Breeding Uote 
not described; presumably as in tmdanawms (990). ' . 

Mcsxtm DiAONOsa. Only fcathexs of crtnvn hackled. Rump, upper taB-carem. 
irat, under tail-covcrts, and tips of roctriccs deep chestnut; lotnetima a chejtst 
tinge on scapulars and under wing. 

Young (immature). Like adult, but crown with narrow brownish grey shift, 
streaks; belly tinged with creamy fawn; upper wing-coverts, secondaries asri tmiili 
narrowly edged with fulvous (A L. Butler). 

MZASOREUmri 


li^ng Bill Tail 

3 dtot 110-112 23-24 76-78 nun 

2 pp 106, lOS 22,23 65,71 mm 

' (Abduhdi) 

Wingtfip 112-120 mm (Baker) 

COUIURS or BABE PABTS. Adult'as in 990. Juvenile. Irh pale grey. Bill ' 
>-^ow or greenish yellow above; base of lower mandible flrsh-pbk. Legs and feet 
dirty yellow (Butler). 


992. Kntchnl Wldtcbeaded Myna. Stxmms e^thTopygm kaUhdenm 
(Richmond) 

Stoma katchalerMs Richmond, 1902, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 25: 293 

(Katchal, Nicoban) 

' Baler, FBI No. 986, V^ol. 3: 42 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SEE. Myna — ; length e. 21 cm (8 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As or990 and 991, qq.v. Sec Key to the Subspedcs 
and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTJUBtmos and HABITAT. Katchal Island, Nicobars. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Nothing recorded ; presumably 
as in 990 and 991. 

BREEDING. Not itcordcd. 

Museum Diaonoss. Stands midway between csdkjeflwnrij and erjtkrcpjgtas, po»- 
ibly a hybrid form. Hxu the pale grey rump and upper tail-co\Trt>ofa/d«n!£wani 
and the nifom belly, thighs and under taJl-co\’erts of 

USASUREMENTS 

wing Bill Tail 

I o' 107 — &4 mtn 

19 106 22 64 mm 

(Abdulali) 

* Wing 106, bill 21 *5, tarsus 25*5, tail 71 * (Richmond) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Not recorded; doubtless as in 990. 
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993. Ceylon ^VHtebeaded Myna. Stumus saux 
(Bonaparte) 


HtUnrms {Pestsr) stnex Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av. 1 : 419 
(* ex Bcng, ' emre ^ Ccj’Ion) 

Cf. Ticchunt, a B., 1940, iHr: 148-9 
Baker, FBI No. 990, Vol 3: 46 
Plate 68, fig. 7 


LOCAL NAMES. Not Specifically recotded. 

SEE. MyTia — ; length f. 22 cm (8J in.). 

FELD CSARACTERS. .A trim smalKsh myTia, rcnuiiisccnC ofthc Gre)’headed 

(987). 

Ahoz^t Torchead and sides of head white; cto^tj and rest of upperparts 
bladdsh slate; feathers of nape and neck wlutc-shafted. Below, diin and 
throat whit^ rest of underparts dtasky lavender-grey (streaked vrith white 
on neck and breast) paling to whitish on belly and under taihco\Trts. ^Vings 
and tail green^gloss^ blade. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTJUBUTioN and HABITAT. Spcdcs cndcnuc to Cc)'Ioa; Not 
abundant. Confined to wcll-\>'ooded hilh in the southwestern Wet zone, 
induding Adam’s Peak, up to c. 1300 m. Affects tail forest and the adjacent 
dcarings. _ ^ 

Could be regarded as the Ceylon form of Sturrms malciof^cus. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not different from Indian Greyheaded and White- 
headed mynas. Like them, sociable and almost entirdy arboreal. 

FOOD. Fruits and berries, and insects; also fiowcr-nectar {Sclmclw, 
GreviUea, etc.). 

VOICE and calls. ‘ A staiiing-like chirp * (Leggc). * A single note eftreer 
with the tone of a grackJe’s, and the bird bows and scrapes like a myns. 
(W. "W. A. Phillips’s correspondent from Rakwana h epist.), ^ 

BREEOiNa. Apparently knowm only from a single nest in a tree-ho e 
(April). It contained 2 pale blue ^gs measuring c, 25 X 20 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Feathers of crown and nape hackled. White sha^ of nspe 
and neck feathers, coloration cf underparts, and amotint of white on ca very 
variable. Under wing-coverts dusky. A small bare bluish patch bdiin eyes. ^ 

Young (immature). Upperparts dull brown; supereflium whitish; ear-cmerts 
juUied white. Underparts much as adult, but conspicuous while shaft-hnes absem. 
Wings and tail brown. Poftjtnenal moult complete (Ticdiunt). 


measurements 

tJ’S' 

1 o' 


Wing 

Bm 


(from feadiers) 

I05-I10 

f. 20-21 


(from skull) 

112 

23 


Tarsus Tail 

r. 26 69-73 mm 

(Baker) 

75 mm 
(SDR) 


uOTa or BAST FAB«. Ira doB whitv will: narrow bro«-n umer cMo; orKlri 
and ej-dida Huoh- BHl bluish bron-n, bass oriowrr mandible plumbeous blue. 
1 and feel bluish plumbeous. 
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994. BlacMstaded or Bmliniiny Myna. Sb-mu fssedsnat 
(Gmclin) 

reifeipajoimBi Gmeliis, 1 789, S}at. Nat. 1: 816 (bfalabar) 
rtemurito esjednum sybwt* Koelz, 1939, Proc. BioL Son IVasbington 52: 75 
. (Luekismv), hpro for (ftfafes) Sjlrislm Hodgson, 1837, arc Jftraai rrfcwMr Brehm, 

1831 

• rtemudas /Ofodinm cfihmn::, Koela, 1939, Proc. BioL Soc. IVashingi'on 52: 73 
(Tagan, Afghanistan) 

Baker, FBI No 991. VoL 3: 47 
Plate 68, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMI3. 8:^070 rpeo, BrdAnin i^J, PH’uzia, KilSilf epna (Hindi) ; Mmthr 
MmsXCalcuttadeaJcrs),^*™^!^™, HarialS (Bengal): Peii70/*rf(U.P., M^ura); 
Ftpibi gcrirM (Telugu); PofdB foriK, TdftfdtiM allromSi, (Ta^); 

KirbM^hichiUai (Mala)-alam) ; Mcrtktn (Pormgutse in Ceylon); AJtejn 
{Tamil in Cc)’lon). 

SHE. M>-na Itngth c. 22 cm (8} in.). ..... a., 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A crestcd m>-na, gyey above reddish fawn Mow, 
with glossy bl.^ck forehead, crown and nape and long pomled crest. Wingi 



X f.i 


black; taU brown svith white edging and bp. P^rbcularly crasp.cuom 
Uie bfrd spreads it before alighting. Sexes ahke, but crat 
-Young (Immature). General coloration duU: back browner grey, head 

HAurFAT. Mainly resident 

southern Kashmfr, Himachal mdesh^d the ^ 

up to e. 1400 m, locally to 2400 rr.) southw^ Che 

eastern Rajasthan, norths Gujarat „ straggler in 

longitude of Calcutta, c. 88 E. m • Bhutan. Resident a-nd 

and E. Pakistan. Not recorded m Nepal, or 

widely distributed in Cc)-lon m the low^mtry ,,i,<,ufheod 

heir Afreets otsen deciduous forest and scrub jungle, and ih. neig 
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of cultivation and human habitations, freely entering wooded urban gardens 
and compounds. 

GENERAL HABITS. Sociablc; Icss arboical than Greyheaded M^ma. Keeps 
in family parties of 4 to 7 banding into larger flocks where food is pldntifiil, 
and at the communal roosts. Associates freely \N'ith Greyhead^ myna 
and other frugivorous and nectar-eating birds to feed on flowering and 
fruiting trees, and with Pied, jungle and Indian mynas to himt grass- 
hoppers etc. disturbed by grazing cattle on marshy grassland and moist 
lank margins. Stalks about amongst the animak* legs %rith the typical'jaunty 
upright carriage of mynas, darting at and seizing the fleeing insects. Flight 
less swift and starling-like than Greyheaded myna. Roosts in large congre- 
gations in leafy trees and shrubs such as mango and palas {BuUa), or in reed- 
beds, in the noisy company of parakeets, ros>' pastors and common m>'nas. 

rooD. Fruits and berries; lantana,. ^izyphus, \rild figs {Ficus sppOi 
Salvadora persica and S. oUoideSf Brideliay Mimusops hexandra, and others. Has 
been recorded eating the poisonous fruits of Yellow Oleander {Theveiia^ 
ncnxfolid)i and the fleshy flowers of mhowa {Madhuca indied) commonly. 
Nectar of flowers: Erythrinay SalmaHa^ Bulea and Capparis among the most 
usual, the birds doubtless promoting their cross-pollination. Insects; grass- 
lioppers, moths, caterpillars, etc. 

VOICE and calls. Amusing merry creaking and chattering notes. In 
breeding season, a pleasing little rambling warbling song delivered by male 
from a shady perch in the nature of a soliloquy wth his crest partially raised 
and whole plumage firowiied. It is interlarded with passable rrumicry of 
bulbul, drongo and other birds* calls. 

BREEDiNC. iS'^ajon, overall Fcbruar>'/March to August/September, the 
prindpal periods varying rvith locality; earlier in south India later in the 
north. Equivocal in Ceylon: believed to be July-August. a collection 
of grass, dead leaves, feathers and rubbish stuffed in a hole in a tree-trunk 
or bough — usually rvith a very small entrance — often usurped from a tit, 
barbel or woodpecker; or in a w'all or roof even of inhabited houses. Is not 
averse to nesting colonially if suitable holes available close together. Eggs, 
3 or 4, pale blue, unmarked. Average size of 100 eggs 24*6 x 19*0 mm 
(Baker). Both sexes take part in building the nest, incubation and tending 
the young. Incubation period undetermined. Two, sometimes three, broods 
raiswi in succession. , 

Museum Diackosis. IVings blunter than in Grey- and WTiUchcaded m>*nas 
(937--993), and tarsi stouter. Tail slightly graduated. For details of plumage see 
Baker, loc. dL 

Young (immature). Forehead to nape dark brov.m and crcstless; upper- 
parts, edges of coverts and of secondaries suffused Mth ^u^ous-bro^v'n. Underparts 
paler and pale streaks to long hackles absent, otherwise as adult. Rcctriccs narrower. 
Postjuvenal moult complete and first-vvinter bird cannot be distinguished from adulL 
No spring moult Complete autumn moult in October/November. 


MEASUXEMEKTS 



IVing 

Bai. 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

tJ’d’ 

99-412 

20-24 

26-30 

60-75 mm 

99 

99-109 

20-21 

28-29 

58-68 mm 
(SA, HW) 
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Weight 9 <? 9 40-54 (av. 49) g — SA. 

coujURs or BARE PARTS. Iris blulsh wlutc or yellowish cream colour. Bill, basal 
half induding gape and nostrils greenish lead, terminal half Icmon-ycUow; mouth 
greerush plumbeous or bluish slate, t-egs, feet and daws lemon-yellow. 


995. Daorian Mynal Siunms stumirms (Pallas) 

Cracvla sbmumx Pallas, 1776, Keise Russ. Rdch 3: 695 (Uauria) 

Baker, FBI No. 988, VoJ. 3; 43 
Plate 68, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, Myna — ; length c. 19 cm (7} in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small gTcyish myna reminiscent of the Grc>’- 
headed, ^vith very short blackish slightly 
forked tail, and two whitish wing-bars. 
Above, Cro^vn and sides of head and neck 
hoary grey; lores and a ring round eye 
w'hite; back, rump, wing-coverts and a 
patch on nape metallic bladdsh purple. A 
buff band across rump. Below, pale grey, 
the dun tinged with rufous. Tail metallic 
green, edged on the outside with buff. Sexes 
more or less alike; sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnoN and habitat. Aberrant straggler. There arc only 
two definite records from within our limits: a specimen collected in Chltral 
(head of Turikho Valley, c. 3300 m) from a flock of 17 birds on 16 July 
1902 (Fulton, JBNHS 16: 49), an-l another which flew on board ship in 
a squall in the open sea between Car Nicobar and Little Andaman I. on 
20 March (Hume, SF 2: 250, footnote). Smd to be an occasional winter 
vdsitor to the Nicobars; possibly also to the Andaman islands. 

ExtralimilaU Transbaikalia and N. ‘Mongolia, XJssuriland, Manchuria, 
N. Korea, etc. Migrating through China to tvinter in S. China, Hainan, 
the Indochinese countries, Burma, Malay Peninsula and Indonesia, (For 
details see Vaurie, 1959, 2: 124.) 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in Grcyhcadcd Myna 
(987),.q.v« Keeps in flocks to open cultivated country. 

BREEDINC. Extralimital. In tree-holes. 

Museum Diagnosis. Female resembles ^ but dull brown replaces glossy 
black on upperparts, uings and tail. Hoary grey of head and upper back icss marked; 
nape-patch dark brown instead of purplc-glosscd black- Underparts creamy while. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d'Q _ 105-110 14-15 C.25 52-54 mm 

(Hartcrt) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris brown. Bill dusky; lower mandible whitish^ to 
greenish blue from base to arch of gou)!. Legs and feet greemih hom. 
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996. Rosy Starling or Rosy Pastor, roseus 

(Linnaeus) 

Tvidiis mnalAnnztxa, 1 758, SysL Nat, ed. 10,1; 171 
(Lapland, Switzerland)' 

Baker, FBI No. 972, Vol 3; 29 
Plate 68, fig. 10 

locAL NAMES. GulUi myna, Ti^ (Hindi); Ldl myna (Bengal); Gcnggqya (Bihar 
minhOan): Wjha, Wehm. Wjki (Kutch, Sind); PmSd pitti, Palm (Telugu); 
SSr<ii kSrijci, ChStdm kiruci (Tamil). 

SIZE. Myna length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

.FIELD CHARACTERS. A distinctive rose-pink starling, or myna, with 
glistening black head, neck and upper breast, wings and tail. A long pointed 



X c. 1 


on and nape, recumbent at rest, partially raised under excite- 

fiighL^cxtt Fomted wings; swift and direct typically starling 

Crcstless, pale sandy brown with darker wings and 

tail; confusingly difTcrent from adult. 

^ATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Winter \-isitor to West Pakistan and 
Bibar, straggling (rarely) into W. Bengal, Assam and E. 
tlif n * the Peninsula: abundant in Gujarat and 

N-irt dccrcasingly through Mysore, Kerala and southern Tamil 

u. rregular and sparingly in Ceylon chiefly in the northern districts 
of Dr>' zone. Vagrant or irregular visitor to the Anda- 

p-fe of 'V. Pakistan (N. Baluchistan, NW. frontier districts, 

na^ * ^ral) and NW. India (Punjab) mainly an abimdanl two-tray 
P ^ gc imgr^t, recorded as such at up to 3000 m alt.; practically absent 

durmg the winter months. 

Avo^”!^ cultivation, grassland, and low thorn jungle in semi-desert. 

f Eoropc (ss-cst to Hungary) and SW. Asia 

, .OF, Middle East countries, Russian Turkestan, etc.). For details 

«« Vaune, 1959, 2 : 125-6. 


MiCRATioti One of our earliest migrants; fair numbers of adults (o’ ?) 
accompanied by a few young of the year entering the northwestern parts 
of the subcontinent already by middle, or even first sveek July; bulk passage 
of adults and young betsvecn August and October. Return transit in March 
and April continuing into mid May. Thus the birds totally absent from the 
subcontinent only for less than three months in the year. Enlargement of 
male gonads to breeding size in April-May, combined svith presence of 
brood-patch in both sexes in unmoultcd nuptial plumage of the earliest 
arrivals in July have led to postulation of the birds breeding within our 
limits or immediately adjoining areas (i.e. in Sind, Baluchistan, Afghanistan) . 
However, this not yet proven except for a single circumstantial record in 
Afghanistan (see Marien, JBNHS 49 : 480). 

Is one of the exceptional species svith a remarkable East-West migrational 
movement {contra North-South), comparable ssuth that of the Blackheadcd 
Bunting {Embiriza mclanoctphala, 2043). Adequate observational evidence 
in this regard is supported by ringing data (though only a single record 
as yet): a nestling ringed in NE. Hungarj- (47‘55'N.. 20’30'E.) on 30.vi. 
1925, recos-ered near Lahore, W. Pakistan (c. 31'30'N., 74^30'E.) on 24.iv. 
1926 — a map distance of some 4800 km. For a good summary of the 
mos'ements of the Rosy Pastor within the country sec Abduiali, JBNHS 46: 
704-8. Large-scale emigration in progress obscrved'carlicrinN. Afghanistan 
in April-May and again in late March across the Great Rann of Kutch, 
probably represents the normal pattern of Rosy Pastor’s migratory flight. 
Small parties and large flocks of 50-300 birds followed one another in an 
intermittent stream, flying suifily and purposefully in a NW. direction, 
chiefly between 0830 and 1 100 hrs, some sweeping low over the bush-tops, 
others perhaps iOO to 150 metres up. Parties occasionally alighted on the 
hushes but with no apparent inclination to feed; the birds seemed restless 
and presently took oil again to join the hurrying bands. 

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps in small parties or large flocks, sometimes of 
swarm proportions, in the neighbourhood of* cultivation, especially joss*ar 
and bajra. The birds descend on the fields in ‘ clouds * often causing enor- 
mous damage to the ripening grain. Feeds actively in the morning and 
forenoon and then again in the late afternoon. Retires to rest in shady 
trees fringing the fields during the heat of the day, spending the lime be- 
tween intennittent raids in noisy chatter and creaky warbling. Often attends 
grazing cattle, especially on waterlogged ground, in association with other 
myna species and cattle egrets to hunt insects disturbed in the grass. Is 
unfailingly present on flowering trees such as Silk Cotton {Salmatia), Coral 
{Erythrir.a) and Flame-of-the-Forest {BaUa) to feed on the nectar, and 
largely instrumental in their cross-pollination and fertilization. Acts the 
blustering bully to keep other birds away from the flowers, attacking the 
visitors from a distant part of the tree even, svhen itself satiated and not 
feeding. The aggressive Pastor droops, twitches and shivers its wings, 
spreads its tail flicking it sidipvays pro*.ocatively, utteis a bellicose ckil 
chit chit by way of war-cry as it charges down to supplant the newcomer. 
The bird promptly inserts its own bill into the chalice as if to celebrate 
the victory. Roosts communally in enormous thickly-clustered swarms 
numbering maybe several tho-asand birds — often in company with 
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parakeets, mynas, crows, weaver birds and migratory sparro^ — in t^ 
bushes, groves ofbabool trees, jungle, coconut plantanons and re^- 
beds. Also in leafy roadside avenues in urban areas, frequenUy right in the 
midst of a congested city bazaar, undeterred by the din and bustle of traffic 
or the glare of electric lights. The deafening clamour prc^uced by a lar^ 
concourse settling in for the mght may, at a distance, be ^ 

monsoon downpour pattering off a roof on to a cement floor! Flight ssim 
and direct, typical of the starlings. While hunting swai^g passhoppen 
the birds run along the ground jostling one another m their eagerness, 
springing into the air every now and again to snatch the Mcapmg 
The grarafield ripples with the activity of chaser and chased as ffie seethmg 
mass of birds constanUy leap-frog over one another or fly ahead to cu 
off the fleeing horde. Is highly beneficial as a wholesale des troyer of 
in times of invasion, as well as an important agent of sMd dispersal. 1 
abundance of mulberry trees in the Ghhanga Manga Forest ^“OTe m 
W. Pakistan, and other plantations in the canal areas of the Pimjah 
base of the flourishing sports goods industry — is largely due to the Rosy 
Pastor aided by bulbuls and other fiugivorous birds. 

Dense masses collect regularly to drink and bathe at puddles left behmd 

in drvine-upjhecls and tanks. , , . j ' 

FOOT.* Chiefly fruits, berries, flosver-nectar, cereal grams and insects. 

The foUowing items spedfically recorded: 

Fruits and berries: ffrm (many species). 

Sri*/, a hamiltoaiam, Strrblus asprr, gyop«. mulbemes _(Afrno). dates im 
W. Pakistan), Sdvadora persica, Cappans aphylla, chilhes (Ingh ). 

Flower-nectar: Salmdia malabariea, Bombax inngne, Etylhnna inAra and 
E. submsa, Bulea momsperma, Careya arhorea. From 

Insects: Largely locusts and grasshoppers (0''*°P .c, 

stoS o™mens have also been taken beetles ^ 

f,,r,;i;rs Lucanidae. Elateridae, Yenebnomdae, Buprestidae, Scarabaeid e, 

'^LtoX^c^tipedes (ChUopoda - Scolopendridae), molluscs (Gastro- 

CAU,. Song Uvdy nnd n«^ ptolongod; 

Chattering noises intermingled vnth melodious warbling 

like feathers of throat and long black crest stand out prominenUy while 

Mmital. ^eet!’ Jot'S 

and crannies on stony hillsides and amongst rums, the bree^g ^ 
^^ear to year largely tvith those of migratory locust swarms. Fgss. 

" For n^cdlent accountofthe food, feeding habi^ and 
Jserebrennikov, M. K., 1931, ‘Dcr 

Lebensweise und dkonomische Bedeutung m Uzbekistan (lurKestan; , 
^ See Key to the Species and Field Characters. 
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Wng 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TtU 

125-136 

24-26 

30-32 

67-73 on 

122-136 

22-24 

28-33 

65-72 mn 
(SA, CFI^ 


VVeieht 5 Jd' 55-7b; 3 ? y aa-is g . o » e v--,- 

COL^ or BARZ PAars. Iris brown. Bill homy brown, ydlow at gape uri o 
basal half of lower mandible; mouth bright lemon-yeUnw, gullet hnd pink orptrali 

pink. Legs, feet and clasvs homy brown. 

miscellaneous. Extensively netted and/or.shot m W»t Pakutan md 
N. India as an epicurean delicacy, particulmly on outwmd 
the birds are very fat. In Afghanistan (wbrn locally faoira m ^) M 
molested by the populace because of the wide appreaation of its benefi^ 
"e to agricX^ as a destroyer of locusts. In Iran them is a popi^ 
legend that ^yone afflicted svith a locust plague has offly to tras-d to a 
•S well in CLazvin and get from it a bottle ofsrater. He must take t^ 
bottle to the place where the locusts am, 

Pastors svill soon come and eat up the locusts ! (A. C. Trott, JBNHS ii.Wi.) 

Sturnus vuloaeis Linnaeus 
Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

.... S. V. PwroT 110 

A Wing c. 110-120 mm .s iadim HO 

B Wing 115-125 mm 

C Wing c. 122-137 mm S r. eorMimsoW 

1 Head 

2 Head purple . . .S. v. bolurcbkji IK 

a Upper plumage green.. . S. v. laiiticr IK 

b \Jt>Ptr plumage very deep green 

Cf. Ticehursb C. B., 1919, On Jiii: 55^- 

Sushkin, P., 1933. Notes on some eastern forms or ommu 


997. 


Fhssch’a or Common Indian Starling. » rul.arlr p.l>arcUfyi 
Finsen 


5/ (ama.) /vtoabJtri Fi«di, 1878, P.^ Zral. S«. Lindon: 713 

' {Marka-kul, Eastern Kaxokbstan) 

Baker. FBI No. 976, Vol. 3: 34 

Plate 68, fig. 9 

.r., « runari Tibra, AiabW "It" ^ 

20 » (Bin.). 

Subspecies and Museum Diagnosis. 
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For distinguishing adult <? fro“ 
nabiliar (998), abo green-backed, see 

under that subspecies. 

STATUS, thSTRIBUTION ^dHMITAT. 

The commonest . (,h 

Indian list. Passage ffiro^h 

Chitral and GUgit m .O" 
vember and then again mid M^ 

♦j a few ovcnviQtcnng 

Sia- Punjab. Delhi. Nep J terai, “tj^^^southirard to 

rGS*Sgtis.in^dra^u.ShS:r^^ 


X I 



STURNIDAE 

, . ,v , io miles west of Minicop island, in 
Inm to Odd Ml. .0 

%clraUMtal. Breeds in ^ Mong°li"-’W'nt<«'^°*‘‘'“'^ 

I^'^ikal; south to “^rfing Ic^lP - ‘I-' 

F^d^"^^" Vauri^ 1959^: 129^ j, a ju^e 

Ts-E.) on 25.V.59, 2900 km. 

on 3.i I960 — a straight-Imc map ^ jqq,_ 

,ce Witherby it cl., 1938, 1 - 


HzAsuarimNs* 


(ft? 

99 


Wing 

125-135 

124-131 


Bill 
(from ikull) 
28-32 
28-32 


Tartui 

29-32 

29-32 


Tail 

62,69 mm 
59,65 mm 
(HW) 


coiouas or aAaz rAKTs. As in 1001. 

, . Starling. Sbmus mlgcris mUlicr 

998. Hume’s or Afghan 

50 ^°*^ Kg’(997). also with 

VmTsimilar to Indian St«l.^s^^^ ^ 'wlekm “ppearant* 

but in good tolerable certainty ‘H’ in winira 

males in mixed ^ amount of spotting on ^ ^ W. 

duetotheBnerandl«s^o '^int^. ^ubd® 

lush margins ofjheels- 
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Extralimid, Breed* in Khorasan, Transcaspia and Afghanistan (Vaurie). 
CE^’E3^AL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALU. As in 1001. 

BREEDDiO. Extralimital, 

Musrtw DiACNOsa. * Rocmbla polUaaUlyi (997) but belly and flanlcs bright 
leddiah purple, as also ere thz xcing-cot€TU. Under tail-cm*erts glossed with prjrpU. 
Scapolan, rump, and upper tail-coverts mostly green, sometimes mixed with purple- 
blue, especially on the longer feathers. Underwing darker vdth narrow lehiHsh edges. 
In \rinter, spots smaller and whiter. Bill usually a little longer and slenderer, up to 
30 mm* [from feathers] — 'ncchuist. 


MEASimnCDITS 

^Ving 

(fcf 130-134 

9 9 127-132 

COLOURS or BAR£ PARTS. As m 1001. 


Bill 

(from skull) 
31-34 mm 
31-33 mm 
(CBT) 


999. Central Asism Starling. Stumus vulgaris porphyronotus 
. Sharpe 

Stunaa porphjnnotus Sharpe, 1888, Ibis: 438 (Yarkand) 

Stamus purp-jrascens dresseriBuXmlm, 1904, Om. Jahrb.; 208 (Askabad) 

' Baker, FBI No. 974, Vol. 3: 32 

LOCAL. NASCES. As for 997. 

SIZE. Between bulbul and myna; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of Kashmir Starling (1001), q.v. See Key to 
the Subspecies and Museum Diagnosis. 

In good sunlight, with binoculars, bronze-green head (p. purple in 997 
and 998) suggests identity. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Winter vbitor to W. Pakistan 
(Baluchistan, Sind, NW. frontier districts, Punjab) and adjoining north- 
western India [Kashmir, Himac^ Pradesh (Kangra), etc.]. Has been ob- 
tained in Nepal tcrai (Fleming). 

Extralimital, Breeds in Chinese and Russian Turkestan south to Tad- 
zhikistan and Pamirs. For details sec Vaurie, 1959, 2: 129. Winters also 
in Afghanistan. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in Kashmir Starling (1001). 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Diacnoso. Head gre eni s h hut car-coverts alwa^'s more or less purple; 
mantle red -purple, in some speomcas tinged with purple-blue; wing-coverts purple 
on the median and lesser series, bronze-green on secondaries and their coverts. 
Purple of belly shades off to bronze-green on Banks. Underwing blackish brown 
with narrow whitish edges. Bill xistxally longer than in poltarcisfyi (997). 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing . 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

TaU 

d’tf 

129-137 

32-34 

30-32 

62-69 mm 

99 

. 122-129 

31-34 

30-32 

62-66 mm 


(HW, CBT) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1001. 


1000. Sind Starling. Slumzts vulgaris miruyr Hume 

5L(unmr) rrawr Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 207 (Larkhana, Sind) 

Baker, FBI No. 975, Vol. 3 : 33 

LOCAL NAME. CUoto Jcdro ichShto (Sind). 

SIZE. Bulbul ±; length c. 19 cm (7^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of Kashmir Starling (1001), q.v,; somewhat 
smaller. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and breeds in Sind (West 
Pakistan) ; not imcommon but extremely local. Seasonal movements, if 
any, not recorded. There is only a single imcxplaincd occurrence reported 
outside Sind (January 1872 — Brooks), near Etaw'ah in Uttar Pradesh, 
c. 1100 km cast of its nearest known habitat. Affects damp cultivatioa in 
canal-irrigated desert colonization areas, and tamarisk jungle in the Indus 
riverain. ^ 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS, Kccps in small parties of half 
a dozen birds or so,* apparently never laigc Bocks like the wintering migrant 
starlings; othcnvisc like 1001 and other races. 

BREEDING. Seosottf March to May. Pfest, a pad of grass and feathers in 
a hole in a tamarisk or Prosopis tree growing along a canal bank or in the 
middle of a dhand (jhccl). Eggs, 3 or 6 (?), pale skim-milk blue as in 1(X)1. 
Average size of 12 eggs 26*1 'x 19*6 mm (Baker). Breeding biology 
unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Most distinct of all Asiatic raca of S, vulgaris, with the 
glossy reflections characteristic and constant. Not only smaller-lookmg than the other 
Starlings, but acquires the yellow' bill of the breeding season long before the winter- 
visiting birds do. Entire head, throat and car-coverts green; upperparts including 
wnng-coN'erts red-purple; no distinct pectoral band as in poltaratslyi (997), the green 
of the throat joining the purple breast which shades off to green on belly and flanks; 
under tail-coverts purple. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

d’9 

110-120 

26-27 

28-30 mm 
(CBT) 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As m 1001. ‘ Iifs in cT brown, in 9 bright gold * 
(Tlcchurst). 


1001 . Kashmir Starling. Stumus vulgaris indicus Blyth 

Stimuis indicus Blyth, 1844, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 12: 97 ex Hodgson in Gray, 1843, 
Zool. Misc. : 84 nam. nwi (Nepal, restricted by Ripley, 1961; based on only specimens 
available to Blj'th in 1843) 

Stumus humii Brooks, 1876, Ibis: 500, new name for Stumus tntens Hume, 1873 
(Cashmere) 

Baker, FBI No. 973. VoL 3: 31 

LOCAL NAMES. Tilgisi, Tsirdhongeor (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length e, 19 cm (7i in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A gTCgarious, slun glossy black myna with metallic 
green and purple reflections, and finely stippled with whitish. Feathers 
of head, neck and breast pointed and hackle-shaped. Sexes more or 
less alike; female duller. See Key to the Subspecies and Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Very common and abundant summer 
(breeding) visitor to Kashmir (Vale and side valleys up to c. 2100 m) 
arriving in small numbers at end February, progressing to peak density by 
3rd week March or early April. Leaves Kashnur c. October to winter in 
the north Indian plains alongside the extralimital migratory starlings, 
Afcy breed also in Himachal Pradesh but no definite evidence as yet. Affects 
passy mcadow3 and pastures, mulberry groves, orchards and cultivation 
in the vidnity of villages. 

GENERAL HABITS. Highly grcgarious. Keeps in small parties or large 
flocks of several hundred birds, sauntering or running about purposefully 
to grub in damp fields, lawns and pasturcland. Often in attendance on 
grazing cattle and sheep, or followdng the plough in association with 
Indian Mynas, yellow w-agtails and other birds. A feeding flock will, 
for no apparent reason, suddenly take to the air as if to a given signal and 
fly up into a nearby tree-top, there to preen and sit around for a while, 
l^orc gliding down again in twos and threes to resume the foraging. Or 
me flock wdll cd^c around a couple of times in a massed rabble with quick 
beats of the pointed win^, wheeling and banking in regimented unison, 
and resettle to feed, seemingly quite unperturbed. Roosts communally in 
enormous congregations in favourite w'illow groves, shcesham plantations, 
recd-beds and the like, flock after flock filing in at sunset from all quarters, 
sitting clustered thickly on the bare topmost branches, blackening them 
with their dense multitudes. Roosting preliminaries much less noisy than 
common mynas*. 

FOOD. Chiefly fruits and berries, and insects. Destructive to orchard 
fruiu In an agricultural area in Punjab (Lyallpur) the following identified 
among stomach contents: grain and fruit, lizards, spiders, and large quanti- 
ties ofinsect pests — grasshoppers {Ckrologomis spp.) and locusts (all stages), 
Ejam caterpillars, cutworms, beetles, ivecvils, grubs, pupae of Chrysopa sp- 
(Husain & Bhalla, JBNHS 39: 836). 

^ VOICE and CALLS. Song typical of Starling: prolonged and varied — a 
®^t^^tcring, clicking and creaky noises mixed with pleasant musical 
whistles and often some immicry of other birds* calls. Uttered with verve 
®ud persistence, srith bill raised to the sky and wings shivering loosely at 
sides. \Vhen aj^roaching a nest under observation., a concerned sharp 
click, click, rcmumccnt of a small woodpecker, c.g. Picotdes Mchrattensis, 847. 

brzedko. Season^ May and June. A'crf, an untidy loosely-knit pad of 
- grass and feathers in vroodpeckcr holes in trees (wfllo^v, mulberry, thenar, 
etc.) as well as in holes in earth banks, walls and under rafters of tillage 
houses; somctiines amongst heaps of willow twigs stacked up in the branches 
of trees near ^•^llages. Frequcnlly 5c^’c^al nests placed fairly close to one 
pother. Eggs, 5 or 6, pale sldm-milk blue. Average size of 92 eggs 28*8 X 
20*7 mm (BBO). Incubation apparently by both sexes: period unrecorded. 
Both parents tend the >*oung. 


Museum Diagnosis. 'Head deep purple-blue, redder purple on chin, throat 
and hindncck; car-coverts deep metallic gree n ; mantle coppery red to bronze; 
scapulars deep green; rump and upper tail-coverts, belly and flanks bronze-green 
to bluish green; pectoral band of copper-red continuous with throat and passing to 
the green underparts. Under wing-coverts blackish brown with narrow whitish 
edges. IVing shorter than in the other races except miiwr [1000] * — TicchunL 
In first-vdntcr plumage whitish spots on abdomen so large that abdomen appears 
almost white. 

Juvenile. Pale brown, the feathers of the underparts streaked with darker 
brown; throat and chin very pale. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Taul 

t?d’ 

116-I2I 

29-32 

30-32 

56-59 mm 

9 9 

I13-1I9 

28-30 

29-31 

54-58 nun 


(H\V) 


IVing ^ 9 119-125 mm (CBT) 

Wright 1 5 ri’ 9 55-72 (av. 62 * I ) g — SA 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Adult. Iris dark brown. Bfll bright yellow, homy 
steel colour about nostrils and on base of lower mandible. Legs and feet salmon- 
brovfc'n, darker on tarsus; claws dusky homy, darker towards tips, 9 Ins: outer 
ring pale >*cllow, inner dark brown. Bill homy yellow. Legs and feet as in cf • 
Immature, o’ roughly as in adult. 9 Bill homy, mottled with brown and yellow; 
or bright yellow, homy at base of lower mandible. 

Sturnus CONTRA Linnacus 
Key to the Snbsperies 

A Forehead not streaked with while 

a Underparts lighter, shoulders and nape streak e d S. e. centra 

b Underparts darker, strcaklcts on shoulders reduced, lacking on 

nape - S,e. sorOdus 

B Forehead streaked with while S. c. supereitieris 

1002. Indian Pied Mymu Stumus emtra amtra UimACus 

StuTTUu Contra Linnaeus, 1758, S>*sL Nat., ed. 10, I: 167 
(India, restricted to Chandemagor [Hooghly disL, W. Bengali by Stresesnann. 

1952, Ibis 94: 517) ^ 

SbimopestsT cepmsis dehrae Baker, 1925, Bull Brit Om. CL 45: 103 
(Driira Dun) 

Baker, FBI No. 1005, VoL 3: 63 
Plate 68, fig. 11 

LOCAL NAMES- Ablok- Of AhlSkx (Hindi)'; C^e s&lik (Bengali); StriU ryna 
(Bihar); Kan kuriid (Nowgong, Assam); Venda gerinke (Tclugu). 

SIZE, M>’na length s. 23 cm (9 in,). 

nELD CHARACTERS. A trim blzck and white myna with coaspicuom 
deep orange-red orbital skin and bright orange-and-yellow bill- Sexes alike. 

Young much paler and browner, the breast streaked or smeared with 
vinaceous brown. For details sec Museum Diagnosis. 


Page 
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X C, J 


status, DisnuBunoN and habitat. Resident, evidently with some 
seasonal (?) local movements, as yet little investigated. Local and patchy 
in some parts. Northern and eastern continental India cast of a line from 
c. 76®E. (Ludhiana and Hissar in Punjab) south through eastern, Rajasthan 
roughly to Hoshangabad (Madhya Pradesh), Hyderabad (Andhra) and the 
Krishna river delta (c. 16®N. In the north along the U.P. and Nepal 



DhiribuUonal ranges 

contra (looff). jrrriiAu ( 1003 )- 


cvpcrdHarii {1004). 

tcrai, duars, foothills and through the Gangctic Plain to Lahhhnpur and 
N. Cachar districts, Assam [where some intergrading with sordiBtis (1003) 
occurs}; also East Pakistan. Plains and foothills up to e. 700 ra. Affects 
open cultivated wcU'-watered country in the vicinity of human habitations— 
damp grazing grounds, margins of tanks, sewage farms, municipal refuse 
dumps, etc. 


hrccdttig 
the l&rgest 
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Eztralimiial Other races extend the spedcs to Thailand, N. Law, td 
to Sumatra and Java/ ^ 

CEN'EStAL HAB^. Sodabic, predominantly insccds’oitms and eround- 
feedings Keeps in small parties and noisy squabbling Hods of up to 30 
or more birds when not paired off for breeding, commonly in assocadca 
with other myrnas. Rarely met away from \-ilIagcs and human habitatiew 
though never actually entering or utilizing houses Uhe Indian hfynj. 
Refuse dumps, cattle pens and marshy grazingiand arc some ofits favourite 
feeding-grounds. 

FOOO. Insects, &nit and cereal grain; apparently less fond of Eoaer- 
nectar than many other mynas. Among stomach contents in an iateasivdy 
cultivated area in Bihar, have been identified grasshoppers {ChTthpasa sp] 
and crickets, beetles (of the fiimilies Tenebrioiii^e, Meloloathidae, Copridse 
and Carabidae), ants {Ompmatus ccmprtuuj), cutu'orms, caterpillin sad 
grubs (Mason & Lefroy, 1912). 

VOICE and caixs. An assortment of high-pitched but pleasant musical liepud 
notes, some reminiscent, of snatches of the flight-song of the fischlsrb 
Ammonma and Ermoplmx. Is a good rounjc and if uken young will leam 
to iim'ute whistled tunes and song of Shama and other birds to perfotioa. 

ebeeddio. Seasim, March to September; often two successive broods 
J/cst, a massive domeo affair, roughly globular hut olien merely a shapeless 
mass of straw, roots and rags on a foundation of twigs, wilh wispy ‘ hmrds ' 
of straw and ruSbish dangling uistidily beinw. Placed asnong the cates 
branches of trees like shcesbam, babool, mango or peepul growing near 
a village, 5 to 10 metres from the ground; occasionally up in the head of 
a Bsraisiu palm. Nests tend to be loosely colom'al, sometimes maybe a doica 
or more built in the same tree. Eggs, 4-6, most commonly 5, glossy tm- 
marked blue. Average sise of 100 eggs 27-6 x 20-2 mm (^cr). Both 
sexes share ail the domestic chores. Period of incubation undetermined. 
Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dc 
Young (immature). Lores and feathers to base of bill rusty white, ear-cueero 
whitish sullied with brown; underparts bu^sb srhite with a fess brown stnudyes; 
white edges of scapulars less defined and less pure. Rest of plumage as adrfil, but 
black replaced by brown ; brown of throat sdth pale tips and bases and a few brcwmih 
tips to lesser coverts. Tail feathers narrower. Pcstjuvcnal moult complete (Tlcehum). 

Bixda from the western pasts of the range (Punjab, Gwalior) have a tendmef 
to be browner above svhiter below; those from the eastern (duars, Bengal, Asssxs) 
are black above pearly grey bclosv. But there is a continuous colour dine, aoJ 

Tarsus Tail 

32-33 65-73 ma 

32-34 64-72 mn 

(SA, HIV, Marten) , 

\Veishl7<?9 72-82glSA). , t- 

cotoURS or BAJIE PAKTs. Itts btownish oiange or tmsit-imS-, orbisal skus eap 
orange. Bill, basal portion orange-red, tctminal pale yellow or flesh colour; oouti 
IcadcorbUck. Legs and feet ydlovnsli brown. 


jomc examples axe indistinguishable. 
UZASimzSdCCNTS 

Wing Bill 

(from stuU) 

U&-I26 30-35 

9 9 114-120 31-33 
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1003. Eastern Pied Myna^ Stumus centra sordidus Ripley 

* Sturemr contra rorJiJar R/pley, 1 950, Pwtilla, Yal^ Veahody Mia., No. 1:3 
, (Sadiya, Northeastern Assam [« Luiiit division, NEFA]) 

Not in Baker 

ijOCAi. KAiCE. jTdrt itoniid (Assam). 

SIZE. Myna ±; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

riELt) characters. As of 1002, q.v. See Key to the Subspcdcs ana 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Northcastcm Assam from Dibru^rb 
and Margherita (95-96°E.) north to the Brahmaputra gorges and Mishra 
footiulk, east through the Luhit Valley (very common and abundant in the 
neighbourhood of Sadiya). Presumably extends south to the Patkaj ano 
Naga hills (?), but exact limits undetermined. /innm 

oeneraL HAurrs, food, voice and CAtxs, As in the Inoian form vl ]• 
breeding. Not specifically recorded; doubtless sS ia }002. 

Museuw Djackoso. Differs from nonnnate contra (IQQ2) in havms Oic 
much reduced on thcshouldcn, and absent on the nape; the strcaklcts sep^a cr 

than vxnaccous or drab. Underparts darker. , ^ /cn-o^ 

MRASUREUZJm. 2 Wing 118, 124; bUl (from skull) 33, 35,min (SDR). 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1(K)2. 

loot. Ettrjncse pied Myna. 5 («rntu trnlro (Blyth) 

Stvm>pajtor juprrdJioris'Biy^, 1863, JouX- Asiat. Soc. Bengal 32. 77 
(Burma) 

Baker, m No. "iW, YoL V. S4 

LOCAL NAMES, Kdn kurU^ (Assam); CkonS nga (m>TiaS generally Maniptir), 
(Burma). 

SIZE. Myna rir,* length r. 23 cm (9 in.). ' , « u «..4 

rtEtjj cHAtmuTTERS. As of 1002, q.v. See Key to the Subspeaes an 

Museum Diagnosis. . TX..tUa, to 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident. MMipon y p 
c. 800 m. Inhabits open well-watered country and culUvation near ftatua- 
ttons; abundant about Logtak Lake. 

Btfrafimitci. Flams of Burma, south to Tenassenm. c,_ /inn?; 

omtML HAEns, food, voice and caiaa. As m the Indian form (W2). 
eSdino. As in 1002. Average sire of 40 Burmese eggs 26-8 X 19-8 

”mto™'^ososb. Difiers from nouunatc metre { 1002 ) in 

and anterior crown streaked vritb white, and a broad wlute roperCfium to ear- 

covens, sutais on neck and shoulders absent or obsolete. 

MiasaKEiizNts _ _ 

IWng Edl , Taa 

(from skull) 

„ 114-118 32-35 62-^^ 

coLouas or bam farts. As ra JOJ2. 
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1005. Chinese or Giroybacked Myna- Slomts sirMiit (Gntelia) 
OrioiLuriKnsuGmeUo, 1768, S,Tt. Nat. 1:351 (C3ima) 

Orfsfcs 4#<»rfcaui Sbaw, 1609, Gen. Zoob 7t 437, nevr name for 0, nromr 
Gtaclin 

Fesior (lUdifrom tVagler, 1827, Spt. Av. Pcsbr sp. 15, new name tor 0, svuarii 
Gmdia 

Baker, FBI No. 931, Vol. 3: 37 
Plate 68, fig. IS 

local names- None recorded. , ort I’O •« \ 

«z£ Greyheaded Myna (987); length c. 20 cm (8 m.). 

cSaLcters. a small greyish and black m;-na with ? 
prominetit white shoulder-patch (scapuiais and upper wmg-coverti), 
fraallcr and greyish buff in female. See Museum Diagnpsa. 

'”^1^ nSmox and stABtTAT. Apparently rm >'^5“ " 

* i> ..wT-t T^ailind and Malaya or overlooked as a winter visitor. Only 

‘ mS: (SE^mman, Ft^ow, Kwangtung) and rite Indo- 
chinese countries (La Touc^^ gregarious, cheerful and noisy. 

season * (La Touche). 

wlUte: flanks, thighs and under tan-cm-etls rtmy femsgissous. 

iBMvaaatm Tail 

Wing . Bai ■ Tarsus 

(fromfealieu) ^ 

tS'd' .103-108 24-26 ij.53 nun 

5 9 99-104 {La Touche) 

eoiouas or basto FAF.rs. Iris white to blui* ^ 

tlX^-beous; mouO, and base rich slaqr blu^ Legs and feet waV 

plumbeous grey (Baker). 

Genus AcniDOTiiERES Vieillot 

Vteaiot, 1816, Anal. n^. 

Type, by subsequent destgnaUon,T«e- 518, 537. 

> «i* Ar/vf- CLame 18S9 hi Oato, Fauna Bnt. Inc., 
^'‘‘"'“^T,^Vc^ismiae,lg;atioo.P«t-T/s^^ ^ 

Nasal and frontal plumo ^ead feathered or 

' cmvcAWrag blunt-, tan touDded-Seiei alike. 
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Key to the Species 


A Sides of head partly bare 

1 Under vang-co%'erts and axillarics white A. tnstis 

2 Under wing-coverts and axillaries buff A. gingvtienus 

B No bare akin on sides of head 

3 No collar on sides of neck 

a Base of mandible blackish A. Jusats 

b Base of mandible yellow A, jezemeus 

4 A white collar on sides of neck A.clbodRcUu 
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181 


183 

187 

188 


Agsodothzres TRisns (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Not so dark above; primary-coverts entirely whTtc. . . .A. !. iristis 
Much darker above; primary-co%‘crts half black and half white 
: A. L TnelaasUmia 


1006. Indian Myna* Acridolheres Iristis trislis (Linnaeus) 

Peradisea iristis Linnaeus, 1766, S^’st. Nat., ed. 12, 1: 167 
(Philippines, rrrore = Calcutta ctdr Baker ‘Fauna* 3: 53 = Pondichcry 
Stresemann, 1952, Ibis: 515) 

Baker, FBI No. 996. Vol. 3: 53 
Plate 68, fig. 12 

LOCAL KAUES. Dui ffpTw (Hindi); Hor (Kashmiri) ; Sdlik^ Bhai sdlik (Bengali); 
Sdlik sorSi^ Sdlika, Chsr sdlikd (Assamese) ; Deo r^rna (Cachaxi) ; Bemnit Saloo (Chota 
Nagpur); Gvlgul (Madhya Pradesh); Shdli^ SdlorM (Marathi); Kabar (Gujarati); 

(Kannada) ; Nahansrdi (Tamil) ; Gorexka. (Tdugu) ; KcsalcrrMU^ Mdtdtta 
(Mala^alam). 

SIZE. Dove length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A familiar, pcrlty, well-groomed dark brotvn bird 
with glossy black head, and bright yellow legs, bill and a naked patch 
below and behind eye. A large white patch on the wing conspicuous in flight. 
Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). A pale edition of adult: duller, less dark brown, 
with the head ashy b^o^vn rather than black. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident; ubiquitous. One of the 
commonest and most familiar birds in the entire subcontinent including 
both Pakistans, Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan ; also Ceylon [another subspecies 
(1007)]. Plains and bills. Breeds up to c. 3000 m in the Himalayas, des- 
cending lower from the highest altitudes in winter. Very abundant all-year 
resident in Kashmir Valley, qmte at home in Srinagar e\’en in snow. 
Introduced in the Andaman isl^ds (r. 1867) as probably also in the Nico- 
bars, Laccadives and hfaldives where now well established and common. 
Addicted to the neighbourhood of human habitations and cultivation — 
villages, towns and dUes as well as outlying homesteads in desert or forest, 

Extralimital. Russian Turkestan, Afghanistan, SE, Persian Baluchistan, 
Burma, peninsular Thailand and the Indochinese countries. Introduced 
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and well established in many countries, to pest proportions in some, c.g. 
Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii, South Africa, and islands in the Indian 
Ocean (Seychelles, Mauritius); also in the Atlantic and Pacific. 

GENERAL HABITS. Along With the crow and sparrow a confirmed com- 
mensal of man, quick to colonize virgin areas in his wake, even far out in 
the deserL Sodablc disposition, aggressive and self-possessed demeanour 
and omnivorous habits combine to make the MjTxa the highly successful 
colonist it is. E.xccpt in the breeding season keeps in family parties, usually 
of 5 or 6 birds, which join up into flocks sometimes of many hundred strong. 
Feeds on trees as well as on ground sauntering along or hopping jauntily 
sideways to dig for grubs and worms on inundated lawns and maidans. 
Grazing cattle and fired grass fields or scrub jimgle likewise afford it attrac- 
tive feeding opportunities. Flocks follow' the plough for the insects and grubs 
turned up with the soil, the birifr leap-frogging or fi>'mg ahead in their 
eagerness to keep up with the adv'andng bullocks. Usually tame and con- 
fiding, fearlessly entering kitchens and verandas of inhabited houses to pick 
'up crumbs from within hand reach of the inmates. Roosts communally 
in large leafy trees, coconut groves, reed-beds and sugarcane fields in com- 
pany with other m>'nas. Rosy Pastors, parakeets, crows and sparrows, 
flock after flock converging on the site from considerable distances in all 
directions at sunset. Deafening clamour and pandemonium prevails before 
the vast congregation, settles down to sleep, and even during night the 
silence is frequently broken by minor outbre^ of noisy chattering choruses 
from different sections of the roost. Railway stations and warehouse sheds 
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also provide popular roosts. Usually there is considerable competition for 
nesting sites, and during the breeding season violent battles ensue between 
prospecting pairs or to oust occupants of coveted holes. Each partner grapples 
with his opposite number in a vicious rough-and-tumble, the adversaries 
dropping to the ground locked in each other’s claws, rolling over and over 
and jabbing mercilessly with their bills to the accompaniment of loud 
screaming complaints. Partisans of cither side, drawn to the scene by the 
outcry’, join in the mU4c which continues as a noisy free-for-all until one 
of the combatant pairs withdraws. 

FOOD. Chiefly fruit, grmn, insects and grubs but also everything else 
that can be eaten: kitchen scraps, titbits from refuse dumps, small animals 
such as baby mice, frogs, lizards and crabs, and flower-nectar. It is an 
important agent in the cross-pollination of flovs’crs such as Salmdia and 
Erythrirjiy and in the dispersal of seeds of many plant spcdcs, some of great 
economic significance: FicuSj Z^zyphus, lantana, mulberry {Morsss), Sclvadotc, 
sandal {Santalum) and others. Often causes damage to orchard fruit and 
standing cereal crops, but on the other hand is highly beneficial as a destroyer 
of serious agricultural pests. In an intensively cultiv’atcd area in Bihar 
the following insects have been identified among stomach contents of speci- 
mens: grasshoppers (Acrididac; ChrotogonuSf Tiyxalisj sp.), crickets 

(Gry'lUdac: Liogjjllus bimcculatus), beetles (Scarabacldae: ArMnala rerians, 
Trox^ indtaiSf Gyrrmopleums rn/tar£r, Tenebrionidac: Opatrum depresswn), 
weevils (Curculionidac: Astjais laUrcHs, Afylhurus discolor), bugs (Penta- 
tomi^c: Da^ada pjeta), wasps (Scoliidac: Scolia quadrj-pustulata), flics (Bi- 
blonidae: Btbto sp.), ants (Formicidae: OecophjUa smaragdina, Camponotus 
cempresrus, PMdcle malinsiy Dotj/Ius sp.) (Mason &. Lcfroy', 1912); in addition 
terrrutes, spiders, gcometrid larv'ae and butterflies also record^. 

V'OICE and calls. A varied assortment of high-pitched falsetto notes and 
chatter, some eloquently expressive of passing moods and emotions such as 
pleasure, contentment, alarm, anger and agitation. The harsh angry' swearing 
OTCS etc, uttered with par tiall y drooped shivering vNings on 

sighting a cat or snake are readily understood even by birds other than its 
own speaes who soon gather on the spot to chivv'y the unwelcome presence. 
One of the more familiar ralN is a loud, scolding redio, radio, r&dio. While 
a pair is resting in a shady spot during the midday heat, the male (not 
o^y in breeding season) will frequently go through an amazing gamut 
of htk-keek~ktck, kck-hok-kok, ch:ar-chiJT, etc. with plumage frov^■zled and a 
ludicrous bowing and bobbing of the head before his mate, A sotlo recr 
solo (subsong) is sometimes given while resting on a shady branch during 
da^'tirae, interlarded with tmmicry of other birds* (Neelakantan, 

JBNHS 52: 619). In captivity will learn to repeat a few words of h um a n 
but is far inferior to the Hill Mv-na as a talker, 

breeding. Season, overall March to September; principally Apr3 to 
July, but p>eak periods v’aiying locally. In Kerala chiefly Blarch-April, 
conunendng as early as imd January'. Two su c ce ssi ve broods commonly 
^^bed ; sometimes three. AVif, an untidy collection of twigs, roots, tow and 
rubbish (often incluthng bits of tissue paper, tin foil and snake sloughs) 
ttufied in boles in tr ees , rock scarps, vertical earth banks, walls of houses 
^ between the ceiling and roof, even in the midst of noisy* b azaar s. 
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Occasionally builds a cup-shaped or domed nest in a tree like Pied Myna’s, 
or appropriates an old crow's nest. Same site often used year after year. 
Eggs, 4 or 5 (rarely 6), uniform turquoise blue. Average size of 100 eggs 
30*8 x21'9 mm (Baker). Both parents share all the domestic chores. 
Incubation period 17 to 10 days (Lamba); 13-14 days! (Bengal, Sen 
Gupta); fledging period 22-24 day's. 

Museum Diagnosis. Head, neck and upper breast glossy black; rest rich rinous- 
bnrvvn, paler and albescent on abdomen. A large W'hitc patch at base of dark brown 
primaries. Tail bro%N*nish black >vilh broad w'hite tips to the rectriccs. 

Birds from N\V. India tend to paleness, from S. India to darkness. Kerala popu- 
lation shcn>*s intergrading with rtelozosUrrsts of Ceylon. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

d’t? 

138-153 

25-30 

3-4-42 

81-95 mm 

9 9 

138-147 

25-28 

35-41 

79-86 xnm 


(SA, HW) 

Wdghtl7oi9 82-130 (av. 109*8) g — SA 3 o' o' 120-138 g — BB. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Itis brown or reddish brown mottled with white; 
orbital yU" bright ycUow. Bill ycllcrv.-ish, base of lower mandible brownish gr e e n ; 
mouth dark slate. Legs, feet and claws yellow like bill, paler than orbital skin. * 


1007. Ceylon Myna* Acridotkeres Iristis melcrasUmus Legge 

AmdatJ'xrts rrtlcrjssUrrsa Legge, 1879, Ann. Mag, Nat. HisL 3; 163 
(Pasdun Korale, Ccydon) 

Baker, FBI No. 997, Vol. 3: 55 

LOCAL NAMES, Gon keocodijd (Sinhala) ; A'clmcn pcichi (Tamil). 

SIZE. Dove — ; length c, 23 cm (9 in.). t 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1006, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Subspcdcs cndcmic in Ceylon. Sub- 
ject to slight local . mov’cmcuts ; abundant throughout the lowlands and 
lower hills to c. 1300 m, less commonly to c. 1600 m; occasionally higher. 
* Is gradually increasing its range upwards * (Phillips). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 1006. 

BREEDINC, Season, * February to December, but chiefly during April and 
again during August * (Phillips). Xest, eggs and breeding biology as in the 
Indian Myna. 

Museum Diacnoss. Differs from nominate tristis as follows; ^Vhite primary- 
ctr . ' ctts variegated i r reg u lariy vdth black; black cf the chin, throat and breast very 
murii darker in tint and produced down the centre of the abdomen till it meets the 
central white patch; vinous-brown of fiacts and thighs very considerably darier. 

Young (immature). Easily separable from juvenile cf peninsular birds as foBows : 
Rufous-brown on hindneck, mantle and rump mudi duller and darker, making the 
contrast between these parts and black bead less pro n ounced ; vinous-brown cf under- 
parts much darker, merging imperceptibly into the blacldsh chin, throat and upper 
breast; white patth on central abdomen virtually absent or caall and sullied with 
vinous-brown; primary-coverts variegated with black. 
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UEASXniEUENTS 




Wing 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

5 

d'ef 

143-149 

27-29' 

37-42 

82-95 mm 

3 

99 

134-138 

26-29 • 

36-37 

76-82 mm 
(HW) 

COLOURS 

OP BARE PARTS. 

As in 1006. 




1008. Bank Myna. Acridotheres ginginianus (Latham) 

Turdus gtngintarm Latham, 1790, Index Om. 1: 362 (Gingcc) 

Baker, FBI No. 998, Vol. 3; 55 
Plate 68, fig. 14 

LOCAL NAMES. Gdnga tTrynS (Hindi); Gang sdlik (Bengali); Sardd mj-na (Bihar 
mir a h i k a ra ) ; Bdrdi myna (Nepal); Ldli {Smd);Daiyta myna (Uttar Pradesh). 

SIZE. Myna length 21 cm (8 Jin.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Like Indian Myna but slightly smaller and pale 
bluish grey overall instead of vinous-brown, also with black head. Naked 
skin below and behind eye brick-red instead of yellow. Wing-patch and 
tips of tail-feathers pinkish buff instead of white. A distinct tuft of feathers 
at forehead, as in Jungle Myna (1009) but smaller, sometimes very erect. 
Sexes alike. 

Young (immature). Above, head and neck bro\vn; rest of upperparts 
more brown-tinged than in adult; wings unglossed brown. Below, grey 
flank and breast-feathers edged with buff. Iris bluish grey. For details sec 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident,* patchy, and subject to 
regular seasonal local as well as nomadic movements in some areas. Plains 
of northern and central India from the Himalayan foothills, tcrai and duars 
southward roughly to a line from Bombay {c. 19®N.) to Balasore in N. 
Orissa (c. 21®N-); from NW. frontier districts and Indus Valley in Sind 
(W. Pakistan) eastward to W. Bengal and East Pakistan. A single example 
taken near Madras from amongst common mynas (Sundara Raj, JBNHS 
23: 155) — probably an escaped cage bird. Locally up to r. 800 m altitude. 
Affects the neighbourhood of human habitations. The species does not 
occur extralimitally; a straggler once taken at Kandahar, Afghanistan 
(HW, JBNHS 45: 112). 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarious; more or less like Indian Myna. Keeps 
in flocks even during breeding season. Usually very tame and confiding. 
Commonly haunts railway stations, sauntering about jauntily on the plat- 
forms picking up titbits from in among the hurrying feet of the passengers 
and pfles of baggage, almost drowning the hubbub by its own incessant 
screeching and chatter. Surreptitiously hops on to the vendors* handcarts 
to filch eatables, dodging dear of the owner’s angry protestations. Is »also 
quite at home in noisy and congested city bazaars (e.g. Old Delhi), cheekily 
bouncing into the foo^talls and helping itself to whatever scraps it can find. 
In the open countryside keeps to irrigated fields, sewage farms, and grazing 
grounds usually in attendance on cattle, or to cattle pens on the outskirts 
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of villages and outlying herdsmen’s settlements. Hunts insects disturbed 
by the grazing animals* feet; sometimes rides on their backs or clings to 
the car of buffalo to pick out ticks, comically steadying itsclfin the precarious 
position by a vigorous flapping of wings each time the animal tries to shaie 
it off. Likewise, municipal refuse dumps, and the neighbourhood of ri\Tn, 
canals and jhcels arc amongst its favourite resorts. Flocks follow the plough 
for the insects and grubs turned up \rith the soil. Roosts in vast congregatioai 
in company with Indian Mynas and other birds in groves of large trees or 
reed-beds; frequently also among the trusses of corrugated iron roofs of 
railway stations and goods sheds, regardless of trains thundering past or 
shrieking locomotives. 

FOOD. As in Indian Myna: fruit, grain and insects. Very dcstrucli« 
locally to ripening crops of jowar {Sorghum). An important additional 
insect pest, recorded among stomach contents in Bihar, is larvae of the 
moth Ophiusa melteerte (Noctuidac), highly injurious to castor (Ricinus) 
(Mason & Lefroy, 1912). 

VOICE and calls. Similar to Indian Myna’s (1006) but somctvhat soficr. 

BREEDiNO. Season, overall March to August, principally April to June. 
Nesting colonial, often several score pairs together. A'rr/, a loose pad ofstraw, 
feathers and miscellaneous rubbish, commonly including bits of snake 
slough, placed in the widened chamber at the end of a horizontal earth 
tunnel. The tunnels e. 7 cm in diameter, from e. half to one metre deep, 
slightly upward-sloping, drilled honeycomb fashion in steep earth banks 
of rivers, sides of disused brick kilns, kuteha wells and the like. Commonly 
also stuffed within wecp-holcs in revetment of masonry bridges, and down 
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shafts of brick-lined wells often shared out with House Sparrows and pigeons. 
The wells sometimes so deep and narrow as to necessitate almost vertical 
rise to the top, a seemingly hazardous feat for an inexperienced fledgling 
on its initial flight. Eggs, 3-5, glossy pale blue, unmarked. Average size of 
60 eggs 27*5 X 20*3 mm (Baker). Breeding biology as in tristis (1006), 
but incubation and fledging periods undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species and Museum Diagnosis. 

Young (immature). Above, whole head and ear-coverts dark broivn, glossless 
and unhackled; rest of upperparts brown. Tail dark brown, the pinkish buff dps 
replaced by dirty huffish white; tail-feathers narrower. Below, dirty pale buff, suffused 
with grey on breast and sides of body; wings and coverts dark brown with some rusty 
margins to most of the feathers and a slight gloss; primary-coverts and patch on 
wing huffish white, Postjuvenal moult complete. In fresh plumage upperparts ar 
slaty brown which later fades to paler brown. Bare parts as adult (Ticehursl). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 


<fc? 

99 


118-129\ 

114-123/ 


(from skull) 
24-25 


36-38 


{ 65-74 mm 
60-71 mm 
(SA, Maricn) 


Weight 6 9 64-76 (av. 72) g — SA. v.’* t 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris orangc-rcd. Bill orange-yellow, na or i 
patch reddish orange. Legs, feet and claw-s yellow. 


Acridotheres ruscus (Wagicr) 

Key to the Subspecies 

^ Page 


I Upperparts slaty; iris yellow 

A Lighter, particularly on rump, and less smoky on abdomen.... 

s A.fjuscus 

B Darker above,' more smoky on abdomen 

11 Upperparts brown; iris grey, bluish white or pale blue * 

^ ^ A.f. tnahrailmsxs 

’ Gf. Amadon. D.. 1956, Amn. Mus. Kovit, No. 1803: 32-4. 


183 

166 

185 


1009. Northern Jangle Myna. Acridotheres fuscusjuscus 
. Wagler, 1827. S>-slAv. Pastor sp. 6 

India = East Bengal, Baler, 1921 = Sitlim (Whistler. 1933, JBNHS 36: 590)] 
Baker, FBI No. 999 (part), Vol. 3: 57 
Plate 68, fig. 15 

UJCAI. NAMEJ. pasnm^s, JwgKrp'na (Hindi); sSlik (BengaU); 

htolaMr (Gujarati). , ,n ■ \ 

i^^^^wing-patchbut dbtmctlygrcj-er brown ^ 

Xrect black rSheta at base of bill on forehead, absence of bare 
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ellow skin round eyes, broadly white-tipped tail and yellow ms arc diagnw- 
ic clues. Sexes alike. See Key to the Subspecies and Museum Dia^oso. 

STATUS, ptsTniBUTton and ttAurrAT. Resident; patehtly distributed tmd 
ubject to seasonal local movements. Throughout the '“"y 
breeding from the foothills to c. 2100 m) from about Mu^re m W. PalisUh 
o.iward throuoh Tammu. Himachal Pradesh, Nepal. Sikkim, Bhutan, and 
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atloidancc on grazing cattle. Also has large communal roosts in sugarcane 
fields, recd-bcds and the like, shared wth noisy congregations of common 
m>’nas and other birds. Is very partial to fiowcr-ncctar and an important 
cross-polUnator for many species, the feather-tuft on the forehead functioning 
as an efficient pollen brush. 

roOD. Fruits and berries, grain, flower-nectar, and insects. 

VOICE and calls. Not appreciably different from Indian Myna 
including the courtship * song * \vith its acMmpanimcnt of comical bo\vmg 
and bobbing of the head. 

BREEDING. Seoson, principally April to June or July; often rtvo succcssh’e 
broods raised. AVr/, a collection of rtvigs, roots, feathers, tin foil, paper and 
miscellaneous rubbish, often including bits of snake slough, stuffed in a 
tree-hollow or disused or usurped woodpecker boring, usually at moderate 
heights, c, 2-6 metres. I-argc colonies occupy wecp-holcs in buttressing \%'alls 
along Mil roads and in masonry revetments of bridges; less commonly imdcr 
roofing of houses. Often the same sites arc occupied year after year. Eggs, 
4 to 6 — sometimes only 3 — like Indian Myna’s, unmarked turquoise 
blue, smooth and %rith a slight gloss. Average size of 100 eggs 28*9 X 20*9 
mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in building the nest, incubation and feeding 
the young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. Adult. \Miolchead, lores and car-<tr.*crts black, the feathers 
of the head hackled. Rest of upperparts cincretjus brown becoming gre>*er with 
uxar. Below, chin, throat and breast dark ashy grc)*; belly and under taiI*covcrts 
bufiish while. 

Young (immature). Upperparts brwn to grc>’-brown, darkest on head which 
b not hackled; ear-coverts Viilh pale shafts- Underparts bro\m with pale mottling 
.on throat; belly and under tail-coverts huffish white. Tail-feathers narrower, dark 
brown with white tips as in adult. Postjuvcnal moult complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

d'e? 122-130 26-28 72-76 mm 

9 9 I20-I25 25-27 67-75 mm 

(Marien, BB) 

Weight 1 o’ 78; 1 9 94 e (GD)> 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irb lcmon->*ellow. Bill yellow-orange, hlubh black 
tov.*ards base of lower mandible. Legs and feel ycUow-ochrc; clan's brown. 

1010. Southern Jangle Myna. Acridothrres jvseus makratlensis (Sykes) 

Pastor mahrettaisis Sykes, 1832, Proc, Zool. Soc. London: 95 
[the Ghauts (near Poona)] 

Baker, FBI No. 999 (part), Vol. 3: 57 

rocAL NAMES. KSttli tShcaas^x (Tamil); Kirsian mrno (Mala>*alam) ; Jun^/i npria 
(Hindi); Tdad iaJdr (Gujarati). 

SIZE, Myna; length c. 23 cm (9 in,). 

EiELD CHARACTERS. As of 1009, q.v. Scc Kcy to thc Subspecies and 
• Museum Diagnosis, 
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STATUS, DisTRiBTTnoN and HABITAT. Resident; palduly distributed and 
subject to seasonal local movements. Wet and south of the range of 1009, 
viz, of a diagonal line roughly from Mount Abu in Rajasthan to the mouth 
of Mahanadi R. in Orissa. Chiefly on the wetem side of the Peninsula 
from Saiuashtra (Gir) and northern Gujarat (Ahmcdabad) southward 
along the coastal and Sahyadri tract to Kerala, including Goa (?), W. 
M)*sorc (Coorg), W. Tamil Nadu (Nllgiri and Palni hills); from sea level 
to c. 2400 ro. /iso found in M.P., southern Orissa and Shevaroy and Chitteri 
hills, but poorly recorded clscsvhcrc m SE. India. Affects w’cll-wooded ded- 
duous country in thc neighbourhood of cultiv’ation, coastal and foret village, 
tea and coffee plantaUons and hillmcn’s settlements; occasionally urban 
compounds. Avoids evergreen foret, 

GENERAL HABITS, VOICE and CALLS. As in the northern subspecie (1009). 

FOOD. As in 1009. Also scraps scavenged at municipal refuse dumps 
and on village outskirts. Figs of die various Fid and Lantona berrie are 
among thc major food items. Doe considerable local damage to orchard fruit 
in thc south Indian hills. Also feeds regularly on nectar o^Salmalia malcbaiica, 
Eiylhsina indica and E. suberosa, Bomhax xnsigne, BuUa monospama and Car^a 
arborea as well as of thc introduced Tulip Tree [Spathoiea camparmlaUi). 

BREEDING. SusoTi, chicfly February to May. J^est, eggs (c/3 or 4) and 
breeding biology as in 1009. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the northern (nominate) subspecies in being 
more bro%s'n, less slaty grey on the upperparts, and in thc colour of the iris: grey or 
bluish white r. Icmoo-ycUow. 

Young (immature), like fuscus (1009) but browner above an^ below. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'(? 126-134 25-28 c. 36 73-79 mm 

9 9 121-131 25-27 r.36 70-78 mm 

(HVV, Marien) 

. Weight 15 ,?9 72-98 (av.82-B)g-SA. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris bluIsh whitc or grey. Bill orange-ydlow, dark 
brown at nostrils, gape and base of lower mandible; mouth dark slate. Legs and 
feet yrilow; c)au*s brown. 

1011. Eastern Jangle Myna- Acridothnes fuscus fwnidusBSit\c.y 

Aaidothens aists^Uus fimidus Ripley, 1950, PostiUa, Yale Peabody Mus., No, I; 4 
(Sadi^u;, northeastern Assam) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

size. M>'na; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1009, q.v, Scc Kcy to the Spcdcs and Muscum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Presumably resident, with local 
movements as in the other forms. Nagaland, eastern Assam in the North 
Cachar and Lakhimpur dists., and the Sadiya-Mishmi tract of NEFA; 
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Irom plains level to c. 650 m. Affects thc neighbourhood of cultivation and 
outlying habitations in semi-evergreen biotope. 

Extralimital. Undetermined. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 1009 and 1010. 

BREEDING, Not Specifically recorded; doubtless as in adjoirung 1009. 

Museum Diagnosis- Differs from nonunatc /tuair (1009) in bring darker, more 
sooty on the upperparts particularly on thc rump; darker, more smoky on thc ab- 
domen and belly. 

MEASUREMENTS. Wmg 4 d^cj* 120-128 mm (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris ycllow; rcst likewise as in 1009. 

1012. Orangcbilled Jangle Myna, Acridolheres jeaaniais infuscatus 
(B:icr) 

AeAiopser fuscus injuscatus Baker, 1918, Bull. BriL Om. Cl. 38: 70 
(Loh'ct Chindwin, Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. 1002, Vol. 3 : 5? y 

Plate 68, fig. 18 

LOCAL NAME. Hagrtod deo rrrfna (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, Vciy like Northcm Juuglc Myna (1009), also wth 
a prominent white wing-patch, but much blacker, with >vholly ycllow bill 
and reddish to orange-brown irides. Sexes alike. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Rcsidoit (?). Nagaland, Manipur, 
Tripura (?), Mizo Hills district, and East Pakistan in thc Chittagong Hill 
Tracts; from the foothills up to c. 1300 m. Affects fairly open country wnth 
elephant-grass, semi-cultivation, and village environs. 

Exirelimiial, Burma. 

Some intergradation may occur in eastern Assam and northcm Burma 
at low cles'ations bct^^*cen this form and the species fuscus, and perhaps, 
further cast with eristalellus, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Similar to A.f fuscus (1009). 
Commonly associates ^s^lh Collared Myna (1013) insect-hunting on wet 
mcadou-s among grazing cattle, or feeing from Silk Cotton {Salruilia} 
and other flo^^•c^s. Iikm%TSc, roosts in ^•ast mixed congregations with thc 
abo%*c in sugarcane fields and elephant-grass. 

BREEDiNo. Season, April-hlay. S'esl, as in 1009, a collection of straw*, 
feathers and rubbish almost invariably intermixed with bits of snake slough, 
placed in holes in trees or in earth bemks of rivers. Frequently nests in asso- 
ciation with Collared Myna but in segregated colonies- Eggs, 4 or 5, imiform 
blue, typicalorthcmj’nas.A\’cragcsizcof30 eggs 29*2 X 20*7 mm (Baker). 
Breeding biology not specifically recorded. 

Mcstcm DiACTfosa. Adult. Resembles A.f fuscus (1009) but hadcled fcathen 
of head longer, and rest ol upper pa rts near black; bronac on wings murii darker. 
Underparts ashy black, ashy at vem; under taH-c over ts with black bases. B31 wbdQy 
TcHow with no blackish at bas e. 

Young (immature). Like A.f. fssc& but darker abo%'e; entire underparts dark 
brown, with some pale margins only on belly; under tan- <o verts dark brown with 
broad white lips, hloult as in fucss, q.v. 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BQl 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

^9 I20-I30 

22-23 

37-43 

77-88 mm 
(Baker) 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris light rcddisb to orange-brown orhaEcL BUI orangc- 


ydlow. Legs and feel wax->*dlow. 


1013. CoUnred Myna- Acridotkeres olbocxnclus 
God>vin-Austcn &. Walden 

Acridothcres albodrxtas Godwin-Austen &. Walden, 1875, Ibis: 251 
(Manipur VaBcy) 

Baker, FBI No- 1003, VoL 3: 60 
PUle 68, fig, 17 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. M^*na; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, An Unmistakable myna svith slightly tuftcd forchcad: 
glossy slalc-black above, greyish black below, ^vith a prominent buffy white 

collar from side to side of neck 
(rather indistinct on hindncck). In 
Kght a conspicuous white vring-patch 
and broadly white-tipped tail arc 
additional pointers- Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRlBUnON and HABITAT. 
Said to be locally migratory, at least 
in part- Manipur Valley between e. 
800 and 1200 m elevation. Stuart 
Baker obtained a sii^Ic specimen, apparently a straggler, in N. Cachar. hlay 
stra^le 35 to adjoining Nagaland or Mizo. Frequents damp localities and 
open elephant-grass country, and thc vidnity of cultivation and villages. 

Extrelimitcl, N. Burma and NW. Yunnan. 

GENXRAL HABITS. VcTy Similar to Indian and Jungle mynas, qq.v. 
Keeps in pairs, family parties or flocks of up to 30 to ^ birds attending 
grazing cattle on marshland. Among stomach contents have been recorded 
tiny frogs and lizards in addition to thc usual grasshoppers and other insects, 
fiaiit (largely Fzeus spp.), flower-nectar and cer e a l grains — thus equally 
omnivorous with its relations and congeners. 

BREEDiNC. In goicral similar to A. f. fuscus (1009), but unrecorded within 
our limits. 

hlcsEUM Dl^csoso- \Mth wear the upperparts become browner, aTvt the half 
collar be com q wlutc. 

Young (immature). Whole plum^e dark brown, paler brown on throat and 
befly ; under tan-cover ts d;^)ed whitish ; white patch on primariq smaDer, and that 
on primary-coverts tipped with bladL TaH-fcathen narrower and litith narrower 
white rips. Postjuvcnal moult complete (Tkehurst). 
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MEASURElklENTS 


o’? 


Wing 

U0-I20 


STARLINGS, MYNAS 

Tarsus 
c. 35 


Bin 

(from feathers) 
23-25 


Tail 


72-76 mm 

Genus Mino Lesson 

Lesson. 1827, Bull. Sci. Nat, (Femssac) 10: 159. 

Type, by monotypy, Mim Dumnlii Lesson 
ArrtpeluepsBlyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 194. 

Type, by monotypy, A. conrutus Blyth 

area round eye. Wings very long and pointed; JIZ .ZfZlt 


1014. <^Idcrested Myna. Mino coTonalus {Blyth) 

Amptlicfp, cormotus Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 1 1 ; 194 
(Tcnasscrim) 

Baker. FBI No. 989. Vol. 3: 44 
' Plate 68, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAKtEr Doo Tt^a faja fCachari). 

SIZE. Myna length c. 21 cm (8J in.). 

crested forehead, crown, and throat, and a naked orange-yellow %tch 

round eye. A broad white and 
yellow band on wing-quills prom- 
inent in flight and diagnostic. 
Sexes more or less alike; for details 
see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABI- 
X r. 1 TAT. Resident? Uncommon. N. 

mpu. from plains level to e. ,000 m. Affet m^ftlde^^^^^^^ 
taK trem =«W«>tion clearings tvith a scattering of 

hiU^rlcu."'’ Nagaland. Mizo, Tripura and East Pakistan 

^ ^frefimtlaf. Burma south to Tenasserim, Thailand, Indochinese coun- 

than u w' Arboreal; less gregarious 

to^.’ (9S7)- Keeps in pairs or small partS fo tree- 

FOOD. Mainly fruit; also insects. 

(CrS).^"'^ resembling the Hill Myna’s 
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BIDING. Very little recorded ss-ithin our limits Stann -.-j v 
Apnl-May, Mjf, of grass etc. placed in a hole r 5 to IS mctr-i t. 

trunk standing in thin forest. Egjx, 3 (?), blue^Iikc those 
M^a, me^uring e. 26 x 20 m^ Breidfe^^ un^d:”4«->>>“W 
Mummi Diagnosis. Adult. Mch. Forehead, crown, lores. suoemT v 
centre of throat and short ' moustache * golden yeUow Rest 
below, black highly glossed wifl. blue. fIsI ^ 

pa.^ on mner webs; primaries 2-8 Wtb a coi^cspondin'XVa.r™ 

mo'^J^efelRLt'^rm'Se^'""' 

romg ^ature). TOoIe head black, nearly always wid, a trace of svIJow e, 
throat. The b a^ seems to be discarded by degrees, streak, and patdi 
remaining unul the second year ’ (Baker). ° axt 

ubasurzuznts 

Wing Bill 

(from feathers) 

o’? 121-133 c. 14 


Tarsus 


Tail 


r. 27 


59-83 ma 
(Baker) 


Weight {ft? Z-7S-3-S oz-c. 78-99 g (Hume), 
counnis or bars parts. Iris dark brown; orbital skin orange-yellow. Bill pik 
orange turning to blue at gape. Leg, and feet dull orange orwa-vyellow; cUws brown. 

(3enus Gracula Linnaeus 


Cramis Linnaeus, 1758, Syst Nat., cd. 10, 1: 108. 

Type, by subsequent designation, Cranila nlijiMo Linnaeus 
Eulahtt Curier, 1816, Rigan Anim. 1 : 401. 

Type, by monotypy, Craaita retigiiaa Linnaeus 

Distinguished by nearly entire plumage being glossy black and presence orBoly 
wattles on nape. Bill shorter than head: thick, high and curved. Feathers of crown 
very short, velvnty and curved inwards, svith indications of a ’ centre parting '. on the 
crown. Wing rather blunt with a small first primary (as.). Tail short and ncKly 
square. Feet exceptionally strong. 


Key to the Species 


Psgt 

Some bare skin on sides of head C, reU^wa 190 

No bare skin on sides of head (7. ptilo^enjs 197 


* Gracula reuciosa Linnaeus 

' Key to the Sohspedes 
A Nape-wattles not extending to crown 
a Eye-* and nape-wattles joined 

G. r. 191 

^ G. r. /ertwm/tftir 195 

b Eye- and nape-wattles joined or narrowly separated. 

^ ,G. r. Mndamarunsu 196 

B Nape-wattles extending up sides of crown 

Eye-wattles distinctly separated C.r. indua IM 
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1015. Northern H£U Myaa. Gracula rcligiosa inUrmedia 
A. Hay 

Gracula intemudia A. Hay, 1844, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 13: 157 
(Cachar) 

Baker, FBI No. 964 (part), Vol. 3: 19 
Ftate 68, fig. 19 

LOCAL NAMES. Pahdri tnynS (Hindi, Bengali) ; Dao myna, Myna gaikim (Cacliari). 
SIZE. Myna 4 -;JeJig‘thr. 29 cin( 14 m.). 

FXELO CHARACTERS. A stocky jet-black myna with bright orangc-ycIIow 



X c. I 


patches of naked skin and fleshy wattles on sides of head and nape. A broad 
white band on primaries, particularly conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident, ^vith slight but marked 
seasonal local movements. The submontane tract of the Himalayas from 



bitermedia (1015)- fHI inddea (1016). 

l^itffl peednsulom (1017). F "{ ondamantnnt (iot8). 
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Kumaon (AJmora, c, 80®E.) eastward through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan 
and NEFA — terai, bhabar, duar and foothills, locally up to e. 2000 m. 
Also Manipur, Nagaland and the hills and hill tracts of Assam and Etui 
Pakistan; in tropical moist-deciduous and scmi-cvergrccn forest. 

Extrolimital. Burma south to Tenasserim, Thailand and the Indochinese 
countries. 

GENERAL HABITS. Sociabic and noisy. In non-breeding season keeps in 
parties of 5 or 6 birds to tree-tops bn the edge of closed forest or in cultivation 
clearings with a sparse sprinkling of standing trees. Almost entirely arboreal; 
will occasionally descend to feed in berry-laden hushes, but hardly ever to 
the ground. Moves about on boughs etc. by hopping sidcwa)’s, unlike most 
other mynas which have a characteristic jaunty walk. Large congregations 
of up to a hundred birds or more will sometimes collect to feed in a grove 
of fruiting P’lVar tre^ in company with hornbills, barbels, green pigeons and 
other frugivorous birds, flying from one branch or tree to another w'ith a 
noisy whirring of wings as in green pigeons. While feeding or resting during 
the day the birds constantly call and answer one another in low conver- 
sational croaks. Very lively and noisy towards sunset, settling inditidually 
on bare trec-lops and calling and answering in loud creaky whistles for long 
periods before flying to roost. Roosts individually, or in pairs or family 
parlies, on leafy branches or in tree-holes, not in large mixed communities 
like Indian and many other mynas. 

FOOD. Mainly fruits and berries, predominantly the various wild figs 
(Ftm); also flower buds, nectar, and insects. Flowers of Silk Cotton tree 
(Salmalia malabanca and Eombax trutgne) provide a large part of the nectar 
diet everywhere, and from the coaling of pollen always adhering to forehead 
and chin feathers the birds evidently play an important role in cross-potli- 
natiom Insect food mostly procured in trees, but winged termites often 
hawked in the air by awkward fiycalchcr-Iikc sallies. Lizards and other 
small animals frequently taken. 

voice and calls. Both sexes make an extraordinarily wide range of loud 
calls, these being often whistles, wails, screeches and ^rglcs, sometime 
melodious and often very' human-like in quality. Each bird has a repertoire 
of between 3 and 13 such call-types. No bird shares any of these call-t)-^ 
\vith its mate, but it shares most of them with a few near neighbours 
same sex, having Icamt them when young by selective imitation ofncigl^ 
bouring Hill Mymas. There is a very rapid rate of change of dialect Mth 
distance, such that birds living more than about 15 km apart have no ca - 
types in. common svith one another (Brian Bertram, in e/njt.}. In captivity 
this bird is renowned as a first-rate mimic, learning to rcpri^i^ man) 
everyday sounds and particularly the human voice, even whiitlro lun«» 
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with astonishing accuracy and clarity. In the wild state, however. Hill 
Mynas do not normally imitate other spcdcs, unlike Racket-tailed Drongos 
and contrary to popular belief, although some of their very varied notes 
may to the casxial listener bear a resemblance to other species’ calls, /nler- 
rmdia also make a number of soft grunts and ^vhispcring sounds, auchble 
only at dose range, and a very loud piercing chip alarm squeak. 

DREEDiNo. Season^ principally April to July. Keslj a loose collection of 
fine twigs, grass, feathers and rubbish in a hole in a tall tree-trunk 10 to 
15 metres from the ground, standing at the edge of forest or a tea garden, 
or isolated in the middle of a cultivation dearing. Holes usually appropriated 
borings of woodpeckers etc. Sometimes several nests one bdow the other 
in the straight bole of a lofty Salmalia malabancay Telrameles nudifiora or such- " 
like tree, occupied apartment-house fashion by difTcrcnl pairs. EggSy 2 or 3, 
bright blue, scantily speckled or blotched with reddish b^o^vI^ to deep 
chocolate. Average size of 30 eggs 36*2 X 25*6 mm (Baker). The birds 
pair for life and both sexes take pan in all the domestic chores. Incubation 
period undetermined. 

Museum DtACNoro. See keys to Species and Subspecies. Adult. ^Vhole plu- 
mage black; central crovm, hindncck, mantle and breast glossed srith purple; lateral 
crovm velvety black. Rest of plumage glossed with greenish. An irregular-shaped 
patch of feathers from posterior rim of eye just fails to divide the bare patch below 
eye from that over the car-coverts; the latter patch joins the ocdpital watUe- 

Young (immature). Upperparts, wings and tail like adult, but the black dull 
and with Utile gloss. Underparts unglossed brownish black. Bare patches on head 
like adult, but no occipital wattles. Tail-fcalhcrs nanower. Postjxivenal moult com- 
plete (Ticehursl). 


KEASUaZMENTS . 


o' o' 
99 


Wing 

166-176 

163-169 


BUI 

(from skull) 
31-32 
31-33 


Tarsus 


Tail 


c. 35 


75-85 mm 
80-84 mm 
(HIV. BB, Marien) 


Weight 2 (Tcf 209. 211; 3 99 178-229 g (BB). 

coLOtms OF BARE FARTS. Ad ult. Iris dark bfowH. Bill orangc Of Fcddish orangc, 
yellow at lip; bare skin on head and wattles bright yellow. Legs and feet ydlow; 
claws dark homy; pads pale ydlow. Young (immature). Iris grey-brovsTL Bill 
ydlowish orange, dusky on culmcn and anterior half of upper, and yellow on tip of 
lower mandible; bare skin on head lemon-yellow. Legs and feet as in adult 
(Biswas). 

uiscELu^KEOUS. This subsjjcdes, and penlnstdaris of Orissa and northern 
Andhra, arc popularly credited with being much superior to south Indian 
birds {indica) in learning ability and as talking birds; they are in greater 
demand by fanciers and command much higher prices. But this is partly 
a fallacy (see under indica)^ Enormous numbers of fledglings arc taken from 
nests by local tribes and forest contractors for supplying bird markets in 
the dries and export to western countries where there is a growing demand. 
Good talking birds fetch high prices, in consequence of which ovcr-cxploi- 
tarion threatens a serious depletion in Hill M>*na populations in some areas. 
(Sec Briah Bertram, 1969, AtnadCural Afagazinc 75; 253-5.) In the Garo 


Hills district of Assam, the locals induce the birds to breed in artiflcial 
nests made of a split-bamboo framework covered \rith grass and put up in 
accessible positions in tall trees in a forest dealing or at the edge of a small 
village. The villagers arc thus enabled to extract the yomig at the proper 
rime for easy hand-rearing, making * Hill Myna feiming * a profitable minor 
cottage industry at present. (For details sec Brian Bertram, 1967, JBNHS 
64: 369.) 


1016. Southern Hill Myna. Gracula religiosa indica (Cuvier) 

Eulaiu indicas Cuv*icr, 1829, Rignc Anim., ctL 2, 1 ; 377 
(India = South India tide Wliisilcr & Kmncar, 1933, JBNHS 36: 585) 
Baker, FBI No. 962. Vol. 3:17 

LOCAL NAMES. A'oriJb!* ffpnS (Hindi); KorJJ gorirha (Tclugu); Kattu aTtyna (Mala- 
yTilam); Seta lihtrti^ (Slnhala); Melai nakancm pduhi (Tamil, Ceylon), 

SIZE. Myna length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1015, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 



>: c. I 


STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with slight seasonal local 
movements. Southwestern peninsular India in the Western Ghats (Sahyadri) 
complex from c. 17®N. southward through W. M>'sorc (including Coorg, 
Nilgiri and Palni hills) and Kerala. Stragglers — solos and pairs (once 
a party of five) observed in different years in wooded country in Greater 
Bombay. In evergreen forest biotope, from plains Icv’cl up to c.’ 1700 m; 
commonest in the foothills and between c. 300 and 1300 m. Partial to edges 
of coffee plantations and to lofty natural shade-trees in cardamom sholas. 
Also Ceylon — locally distributed in the Wet zone arid in the southern and 
eastern forest tracts of the Dry zone, up to c, 1 100 m. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in Northern Hill Myna (1015). Besides 
Salmalia and Bombax it is habitually in attendance for the nectar on. flowers 
of E^'thrina suhnosa and GrerilUa robusta, two important shade-trees grown 
in south Indian tea and coffee plantations. Large numbers descend to feed 
on nectar of the freely flowering forest shrub Helicferes uora, where most 
of the capturing is done with bird lime. ' 

VOICE and calu. The calls of this form arc higher pitched and con- 
siderably less varied than those oftnlmnf^ifl, consisting of less mellow wheezes, 
screeches and chuckles. The alarm-call is a loud squeaky' wheeze (unlike 
the sharp chip of tnUwicdia), while the close-range contact soimd is a soft 
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lilting squeak (in contrast to the sharp urn grunt of inUrmedia), They do 
not imitate other species in the wild state (Brian Bertram, in cpisl.). ^nic 
of its wheezy whistling notes are casually confusablc with the Black BulbuPv 
{Hypsipetes m. ganeesa)^ though possessing a distinct myna quality. 

BREEDiNO. Seasarij prindpally February to May in S. India; March to 
August (chiefly April and May) in Ceylon, AVrt, site, eggs (c/2 or 3) and 
breeding biology as in 1015. Average size of 40 eggs 31 *6 X 23 mm (B^cr). 

Museum DtACNOsn. Smaller than intermedia (1015) with a weaker bill; wlute 
wing-patch rather less extensive; bare pa^ below eye separated by feathers from 
auricular patch. Side wattles extend up back of nape to crown in the shape of narrow 
tongues. These narrow tongues are appredably diminished in birds from the northern- 
most part of the range (North Kanara) and are entirely absent in inlermedia and/cnin- 
jvZaru. That part of the wattle situated above the car-coverts is also variable according 
to locality. In indica the band connecting the base of the two lobes is so narrow that 
it barely shows save as a parting of the feathers; in inlermediu and pmnsvderis this 
band is broad and conspicuous.' There are further differences of the pattern in the 
notrunate (extralimital) subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skuU) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o’ o’ 

139-155 

29-32 

29-33 

55-72 nun 

9 9 

140-149 

28-31 

31-33 

68-70 mm 


(SA, mv) 

Weight 1 126 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE FARTS. Iris browTi. Bill orange with yellow tip; palate yellow, 
gullet pink. Wattles and infra-orbital patch bright yellow. Legs and feet orange- 
yellow; claws blackish brown. 

MISCELLANEOUS. It 1 $ an entrenched popular belief that south Indian 
birds arc much inferior to northern in their ability to learn to talk in, captivity. 
Thus they arc in lesser demand as piets and fetch considerably lower prices. 
The main cause of this, apparenriy, is the fact that northern birds are 
usually taken from the nest l^orc fledging and then hand-reared, whereas 
southern birds arc mostly trapped as adults, which rarely become really 
tame and which have already acquired their natural vocabulary. The few 
indica taken from the nest when young do become quite proficient talkers, 
although apparently less able than inlermedia to reproduce deeper richer 
sounds with great accuracy*. (Sec Silim Ali, 1963,'JBNHS 60: 455-6.) 

1017. Eastern Hill Myna- Grccvla reli^osa pernnsnlcris 
Whhtler &. Kinncar 

Crcnla rxUiioia peramalens \Musfler Sc Kinncar, 1933, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. 

Soc. 35: 5S6 (Sambalpur) [Orissa. 21*28'N., 84*04 '£.] 

BaJar, FBI No. 964 (part), Vol. 3; 19 

«xiu. jtAMEs. As in 1015. 

SIZE. Same as 1015: length f. 29 cm (IlJ in.), 

* difTtn from w:.fr??sf£a »i*o in jtj alarm and soda! ealb. ‘ If kept logcifccr the two 
races do t»l call to cac another aa they do to tne m bers cf the same race, oor do they preen 
cr pair with one another. The two races largely keep apart and i gnore birds of Ui other 


FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1015, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosb. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with slight seasonal local 
movements. Orissa, eastern Madh>‘a Pradesh and northern Andhra; from 
plains lov'd to c. 800 m in tropical semi-evergreen forest, especially foothills. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 1015 and 1016, qq.v. 

BREEDiNC. Seasonf nej/, eggs and breeding biology as in the sub-Himalayan 
population (1015). 

Museum Diagnosis. Head wattles as in intermedia (1015); differs from it by 
somewhat smaller size and finer and shorter bill. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus 

(from skull) 

158-165 29-31 c. 35 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As u 1015 and 1016. 


Tail 

72-74 mm 
(HW. SA) 


1018. Andaman Hill Myna- Gracula reli^osa andamanensis 
(^avan) 

Etdabes endemensTuis * Tytlcr *« Bcavan, 1667, Ibb; 331 (Andamans) 
ffteeula jerenjis hclibreeta Oberholser, 1926, Jour. Washington Acad. Sri. 16: 516 
(Little Nicobar Island) 

Baker, FBI No. 965, Vol. 3: 20 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded- » 

SIZE. Same as 1015: length c. 29 cm (11^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1015, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosb, 

status, DisnuBunoN and habitat. Resident. Andaman and Nicobar 
islands. Ckirmnon in Middle and South Andamans, and Central, Little 
and Great Nicobars. Not yzt reported from the intervening Little Andaman 
or Car Nicobar, Affects high forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 1015 and other races. 

BREEDiNQ. Nol iccordcd; presumably as in 1015. 

Museum Diacnosb. like sub-Himalayan tnlemedla (1015) but bill longer; the 
• peninsula * of feathers projecting into the bare patch on ride of head rather dif- 
ferently shaped. There b an increase in sire from north to south, birds from the 
Nicobars bring appreriably larger than from the Andamans. But the increase re- 
presents a condnuous cline, and recognition of the Nicobar race hslihrtcta on tht« 
ringle character (as was originally done) seems unwarranted,' 


race. Thus they wtmld almost certain^ not iatsxbreed, and ihey should perhaps best be 
regarded as separate fpccscs. F<sKja£srir b very much closer to irJerrjSa * (Erian Bertram 

*a 

’ Hewever, AbdulaH has recestlr printed out (1957, JBNHS 64: 180*1) that birds from 
little and Great Nicobar po ae ss * two Urge naked lappets joined at the hack cf the neck 
at the top end, laving no fathered pomca in b e twro * which apparently dbtinguiahei 
them frota all others in the Andarnans and the rest cf the Nlcoban. u ihb character can 
be estabibhed on mere xnatdal, it stay be used as an additional diagtmsb for the restjs- 
dtalion cf f^iirecie. 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BiU 

TaB 



(from anterior 
rim of nostril) 



165-182 

20-23 

81-89 mm 


(12 msd.) 

(6 msd.) 

(9 msd.) 

99 

160-181 

19-23 

71-95 mm 


(17 nad.) 

(8 msd.) 

(15 msd.) 




(Abdulali) 

COLOURS OF BARE 

PARTS. Not recorded; presumably 

as in the other races. 


1019. Ceylon Hill Myna. Gracula ptilogenys ^lyXh 

GT.{acu!a) ptUogenys Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 15: 285 
(Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 966, Vol. 3: 21 
Plate 68, fig. 20 

LOCAL NAMES. Stlo lihinij/d, Mai kawadiyd, Kampatiya (Sinhala); Afaldi nakanam 
pakhi (Tamil, Ceylon). 

SIZE. Myna -f-J length c. 25 cm (iC) in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Like Southcm Hill (1016) but more glossy 

and with no bare patch on side of head. Two wcll-scparatcd occipital wattles 




which arc half as broad as long. White wing-patch smaller than in northern 
birds. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Endcmic to Ceylon. Resident in the 
Hill zone and low-country Wet zone- Moderately plentiful, but local, in 
forests and well- wooded areas in the hills to over 2100 m. In some localities 
found together with Southern Hill Myna (1016) but there is no inter- 
breeding with it. Frequents high trees in tall forest, as well as on estates 
and village gardens in their neighbourhood. 

gen'eral habits. Similar to 1016, but less gregarious, usually living 
in pairs in scattered colonies. 

FOOD. Chiefly Fictu figs and other jungle fruit. 

voice and calls. Various piercing whistles [distinctly louder and deeper 
than indica (SDR)] one of which sounds like a whistled h‘yQu\ sundry croaking 
and guttural conversational notes (Henry). Is an accomplished mimic like 
Southern Hill Myna, and also a popular cage bird. 
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BREEDtNO. Seasen^ February to May; sometimes again in August-Septem- 
bcr. Nestj of grass and rubbish plac^ in a cavity (sometimes unlink) in 
the bole or branch of a tall tree in deep forest or ciiltivatcd country. 

2, pale Prussian blue blotched wth purplish broNvn. A\*crage size of 34 
eggs 33-3 X 22*9 mm (Baker). Breeding biology not specifically recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Species and Field Characters; for a disetmion 
of the taxonomic status, Ripley, S. D., 1946, Spolia Ztylanxca 24: 237. 


SfEASVREHENTS 



Wing 

Bfll 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

3 (JiJ 

147-153 

32-33 

33-34 

66-68 mm 

1 9 - 

158 

31 

35 

69 mm 


(HW) 

COLOURS OP DARE PARTS, Iris ^ gTcyish whitc dotted with brown; 9 yellowish 
whi^ Bill orange-red, black round base of nostrils and basal half of lower mandible; 
wattles yellow. Legs and feet deep yellow; claws black. . 

Family Corvidae: Cro\vs, Magpies, Jays, etc. 


Cf. Amadon, D., 1944, Amer. Mtu. JVbriL, No. 1251: 1-21. 

For description sec Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A. J., 1959: 507; Baker, E. C. Stuart. 
1922, FBI I; 18; Thomson, A. L., Diet. Birds. London & New York (Article 

‘ Crow*). 


Key to the Genera 

V Page 

I Size very small; wing under 100 mm Podoets 229 

n Size large; wing well over 150 mm 

A Plumage predominantly black, or black svith ashy nape 

1 Bill thick, black Corvus 242 

2 Bill slender, red or yellow fyrrhoeorax 236 

B Plumage brown, spotted with whitc Muetfraga 2Sl 

C Plumage with brilliant or contrasting colours 

3 Inner web of all primaries white Piea 212 

4 Primaries not white (except for small patches) 

a Rectriccs not elongated Gamlus 198 

b Two central rtctrices elongated 

i Plumage with shades of blue Cista 203 

ii Plumage without blue. Dendrocilta 215 


^ ^ Genus Garrulus Brisson 

Camilus Brisson, 1 760, Om. J ; 30, 2: 47. 

Type, by tautonymy, Corvxu glandaritu Linnaeus 

Bill strong, about three-quarters the length of head; commissure itraighL Feathen 
of crown elongated, forming an erectile crest; nasal bristles short and numerous, 
completely covering the roundish nostrils. 5th and 6th primaries (as.) longest; first 
about half as long. Tail of medium length, almost square, only slightly graduated. 


Key to the Spedea ' 

Tail Upped with whitc 0. Itmcnhtus 

Tail not Upped with whitc glendenus 
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Garrulus glandaro/s (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Upperparis rich vinaceous fawn G. g. bisptcularis 

Upperparts darker, more reddish bro^vn C. g, inUrstinctus 

Cr Ripley, S. D., 1952, JBNHS 50: 513. 


1020. West Himalaya It Redcrowned Jay* 

Garrvlus glandarius hispecularis Vigors 

Garrulus bispeeularis Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc, London: 7 
(Himalayan Mountains — Murree. Baker) 

Baker, FBI No. 42. Vol. 1 : 63 
' Plate 69, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Nooe ircordcd. 

size. Dove; length c. 33 cm (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A wnaccous fawn coloured (or pirtkish brown) 
bird with closely black-barrcd bright blue wings, a broad velvety black 
moustachial band, white rump and vent, and velvety black tail. Sexes alike. 

In flight fawn coloured back, glistening whitc rump-patch contrasting 
sharply with black tail diagnostic. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with slight winter-summer 
altitudinal movements: from Hazara dist. {c. 73®E.) in West Pakistan cast- 
W 2 ird through Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Garhwal and Kumaon 
to central Nepal where intcrgradation with cast^ Himalayan inUrstineius 


Gorrv/us glandcrixn 
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►ccurs. From c. 1500 to 2500 m; occasionally do;yn to e. 1000 m in winter. 
Effects wet temperate mixed forest of pine, o^, chestnut, rhododendron, etc. 

OKNERAI. HABm. Generally less common than /awre&fax (1022). In 
nany respects unmistakably crow-Jike. Is inquisiUve and clannish, and 
le both bold and exceedingly svary as occasion dictates. Keeps in noisy 
lairs or parties of 4 or 5, joining up into larger Hocks 0120 or more in autumn 
ind winter. Associates with Blackthroatcd Jays, Himalayan Tree Pics, Blue 
klagpies and laughing thrushes in the itinerant hunting parties in forest, 
'light seemingly laboured, with much flapping ofsvings. Has the charac- 
cristic crows’ habit of rallying together and raising a loud hue and cry 
irhcn one member of the party has come to grief. Feeds on the ground as 

rell as in trees. , ... 

FOOD. Fruits and nuts, insects, lizards, small mammals, eggs and chicks 
ifsmall birds, kitchen scraps around hill-stotlon bungalosw ; almost anythii^ 
hat can be procured. Is destructive to fruit in hill orchards. Acorns plucked 
.If oak trees or picked up off the ground; either earned to a branch 
■r dealt with on the spot; held underfoot, the kernel hacked out by repealed 
lammcr-blows of the short stout bill. . _ 

VOICE and gales. Indistinguishable from lanaoUtus (1022); mmt com- 
nonly a characteristic hanh, monosyllabic, and ^neWting sS^. Some 
cry similar to the raucous croaks and chuckles of Himalayan Tree Pie, 
, hilling squeals of Blue Magpie, and the rather similar cry ofhawk^agle 
Sbitoftm) ; others almost identical with the screeching and sw^ng Snake 
Icrt’ of Indian Myna. Yet another call described as of three syllables 
o-W/w (Fleming). Rarely also a rather low, varied and almost pleaswi 
song’ uttered in the nature of a soliloquy, with good mimicry of other 
lird calls interlarded. 

BRZEDmo. Season, March to June, chiefly Apnl and May. hes\, a laijtfh 
up of twigs mixed with green moss, usually more compact than of 1022, 
lut similarly lined with fibres and fine roots. Built up to c. 8 metra from 
he ground in a sapling or thick shrub, often standing on the edge ofa sleep 
IccUvity, and with little effort at concealment. Eggs, 3 to 5, ohve-bro^ 
rolivc-grccn, freckled and blotched with brown, more densely and for^ng 
cap at the broad end. Average size of 80 eggs 28-4 X 22*1 mm (Baker). 
k)ih sexes uke part in building the nest, incubation and tendmg the )'oung. 
ncubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. S«ke>'stotheSpedcsandSub5pecies;fortlcunJorplurn*gf 
taker, loc. dt. 


«lA5UREMENn 


cTP 


Wing 

160-178 


Bill 

(from fcalhcn) 
f.2G 


Tartui 


e. 32 


Jjrds from central Nepal (intergrading zone) 
(from skull) 

10 d’d’ 158-171 32-33 

8 9 9 158-104 30-32 

.Voghi 3 d'd' 121-130; 3 9V 120-128 g (CD). 


T.n 

f. IBO nun 
(Biket) 


H2-153 mm 
I3S-M5 mm 
(BIiwm) 


llimiHl bispavUms (lojo). 
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COLOUKS OF BAKE PARTS. Iris pinkisU rcd to dark bro>s'n; orbicular sldn plum- 
brown. Bill and mouth black. Legs and feet fleshy brown j claws plumbeous homy. 


1021. East Himalayan Redcrowned Jay. 

Garrultis glandanus {nierstinctus Hartert 

Gemdm Hspendans inlnsiirjtus Hartert, 1918, Novit. Zool. 25: 430 
(Darjeeling) 

Gamdus bisptcularis PfTsaturatiu Hartert, 1918, Novit. Zool. 25: 430 
(Khasia Hills) 

Gamdus hispecularis azurdiinctus Koclz, 1951, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 3: 30 
[Karong (Simgtun), Manipur] 

Baker, FBI Nos. 43. 44. Vol. 1 : 64, 65 

LOCAL NAMES. Lho kherio pho (Lcpcha); Daofampu (Cachari). 

SIZE. Dove; length c. 33 cm (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1020, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, rather local and with 
slight svinter-summer altitudinal movements: Eastern Nepal, Daijceling 
dist. (\V, Bengal), Sflekim, Bhutan, NEFA, Assam hills south of Brahma- 
putra R., Nagaland, Manipur. Mko (?), East Pakistan (Chittagong Hill 
Tracts?). Between c, 2000 and 3000 m aldtude (recorded up to r. 3600 m) 
descending to at least 1500 m in winter. Affects wet temperate oak, 
rhododendron and conifer forest in summer, extending into the lower 
semi-tropical zone in winter. 

ExtralimilaL Neighbouring parts of SE. Tibet and SW. Sikang. Other 
races in Burma. The species extends from Europe across Asia to E. Siberia 
and Japan. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 1020. 

BREEDING. SeosotJ, presumably as in 1020, but not deiinitely recorded; 
chiefly during May and June in the Khasi Hills vieU Baker. AVrt and eggs , 
(c/3 or 4) indistinguishable from 1020. Av'crage size of 12 eggs (Khasi Hills) 
29-6 X 22‘2 mm (Baker). Breeding biology presumably as in the West 
Himalayan form. 

Museum Diagnosis. Diffen from C. bUpecjlttris (1020) only in having both 
upper and lower parts more rufous in tint. » 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

cf9 160-170 29-32 38-43 142-156 mm 

(SA) 

Wdght7c7i9 102-125 g(SA); 3 cTc? 129-136:3 99 109-128 g (Paynter,BB). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, As in 1020. Also recorded as: Iris hazel brov.Ti: fine 
beaded ring round eye magenta. Bill homy brov.'n, L,cgs and feet pale brownish 
flesh<olotir: claws homy broviTi (SA). 


202 CORVIDAE 

1022. Blackthroated Jay. Cjflrn//uj /cnrrolflhu Vigors 

Gerndta Icrxeolatis Vigors, 1831, Proc. 7joo\, S09- Ixmdon: 7 
(Himala>'an mountains = Simla-Almora district) 

Baker, FBI No. 39. Vol. 1 : 60 
Plate 69, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAME. Ban sarrah (or Ban bdkra7) — Simla. 

SIZE. Dove; length c. 33 cm (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Overall vanous-grcy \vith black (tufted) head, chin, 
throat and forencck, the last three boldly streaked with white. ^Vings and 
tail black, closely barred with bright blue. A white * mirror * on wing 
conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DUTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, with slight summer-tvintcr 
altitudinal movements: N^V. frontier hills of West Pakistan from e. 70®E. 
(including Chitral), and outer ranges and vallc>*s of the western Him^yas 


Gomlus /anceofotus 



\ Distributicmal range 

through Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Garhw'al and Kumaon cast to c. 
86°E. in central Nepal; between c, 1500 and 2500 m, even up to 3000 m. 
Affects open mixed oak and conifer forest, commonly keeping around hill- 
stations especially in winter. 

ExtralimilaL Contiguous eastern Afghanistan in Nuristan province 
(Paludan, 1959). 

GENERAL HABITS. Largely as in Rcdcrowncd Jay (1020), q.v. As a rule 
less shy, commonly entering hilJ-station gardens and backyard of bungalows. 
Noisy and excitable, missing no opportunity to mob hawks and owls, raising 
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crest and flicking wings and tail \vhilc swearing angrily at the umvelcome 
presence as if to underline its disapproval. 

FOOD, VOICE and calls. As in Rcdcrowncd Jay (1020). 
breeding. Season, April to June, clucfly May. Kest, a deep untidy cup 
of twigs lined with roots, fibres and grass stems — similar to 1020 but usually 
more loosely built. Placed in the top of an oak or suchlike- sapling 5 or 6 
metres up, in open forest on a hillside. Eggs, 3-5, brown stone colour or pale 
greenish white, minutely and variably freckled and mottled all over with 
pale sepia brown, sometimes forming a cap at the broad end. Average size 
of 89 eggs 28*8 x 22 ram (Baker). Both sexes take part in all the domestic 
chores. Incubation period undetermined. 

Musel’m Diagnosis. Scc Key to the Species, 

Young (munature) . lake adult but crown duller black and crest shorter ; upper- 
and underparts with more brownish less vinous cast; while lanccolation on chin and 
throat less defined, the streaks smaller; white tips to secondaries absent, and instead 
a sublcnainal white patch on outer web; while lips to tcrtiarics absent or a mere 
white mottling, and black sublcrminal band less defined, 

MEASXniEMENTS 

Wing ®ill Tail 

(from skull) 

144-158 r. 28 141-169 mm 

(Paludan, BB) 

Tarsus 32-34 mm (Baker) 

Wright 14 ePeJ* 88-104 (av. 99*8); 11 9 9 84-103 (av. 95) g— Paludan, Pa>-nicr. 
OOLOURs OF BARE PARTS, Variable: Iris light or dark brown or vinous rcd. 
Bin lavender or steel-grey or slate, darker towards tip of culmcn. Legs steel grey or 
phimbeous (IVhistlcr). 

Genus Cissa Boie' 

Ossa Boie, 1826, Isis von Oken, col. 975. 
by monot>*py, Cenoiar cHwam Boddaert 
Uroeissa Cabanis, 1851, hlus. Hrin., pL 1 : 87« 

Type, by original designation, Corvus tTjfyerhjmhts Boddaert 
Brightly plumaged long-tailed magpies blue or g re en in colour, with red or 
>t]]ow bills. Nostrils situated near base cf cultnen and c o v e red by rather soft plumes 
rr*iira stiff bristles in true magpies (genus Pira). 

Key to the Species 


Page 

A Belly white or primrose ydlow* 

1 Crtm-n blad: C. jiedrastris 206 

2 Crown partlywHte-spottcd C.tryi Sn r hj n d '^ 209 

B Belly not white 

3 Head rich dicstnut C. eneia 205 

4 Head turquoise with black eye-band .C. ctewKiis 204 


J a Pcten’i •JBirij tfVtt irerl/, VoL 15: 242, Ibooote. 

Facing to Hlac-vrhite m older xnii^eum skins. 


204 CORVIDAE 

1023. Green Magpie* Ctixa chinensij chinensu (Boddaert) 

Coreeias ddnensis Boddaert, 1783, Table FI. enlum.: 38 
(China, corrected to southern Thailand by Robinson & KIoss, 1923 Mergui eiit 
Stres e mann, 1952, Ibis 94: 516) 

Baker. FBI No. 24, Vol. 1 : 45 
Plate 69, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Sirgoom or Sirgang (Bengal) ; DkoH koili (Paharia in Sikkim) ; Chap 
ling pho (I-cpcba); Bob ling chapa (Bhutanese); Telpili (Dafla); Lil sordi (Assamese), 
Deo gateng lili (Cachari). 

SIZE, Myna i with a long tail; overall length c. 38 cm (15 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A bright Icaf-gTccn long-tailcd bird with arresting 
cinnaraon-red wings and a broad black band running backw’ard through 
eyes to meet on nape. Sexes alike. 

Black-and-whitc-tipped graduated tail especially conspicuous in the 
trccpic-likc flight, and bright coral-red bill and legs, arc furtber diagnostic 
clues. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident- The lower Himalayas from 
c. 78®E. in Garhwal castvvard through Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, N- Bengal 
(Darjeeling disL), Bhutan and NEFA- Assam hills south of Brahmaputra 
R., Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo, Tripura (?) and East Pakistan (Chittagong 


Clno chJnemls 



Drstriburiotal tange C. r. cfckr-rfr (1023). 

Hill Tracts). Tcrai, bhabar, duars and foo thills , occasionally wandering 
into the adjoining plains. Normally up to c, 1200 m, rarely and locally to 
c. 1600 in. Affects tropical and subtropical wet e ^ ' crg r een secondary jun^e 
in nullala with dense tangles of vines etc.; also mixed motst-deciduous 
bamboo forest. 
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ExtrcliTTiitcl. Burm^ Thailand, N. Vietnam. The species extends to Catn- 
bodia, Malay Peninsula, Borneo, Sumatra, Java. 

OEKErai. habits. Keeps singly or in pairs, sometimes in small noisy 
parties, and almost unfailingly in association with hunting flochsof laughing 
thrushes and racket-tailed and other drongbs up in shrubs as well as on 
ground— occasionally in tall trees. Many of its habits closely resemble 
chose of laughing thrushes. Usually shy and wary and, aided by concealing 
coloration, is oftener heard than seen. — this chiefly when flying from, one 
covert to another. 

FOOD. Mainly animal: large insects (grasshoppers, beetles, mantxses, 
etc.), liogs, lizardsf snakes, and small birds; even carrion recorded. 

VOICE and calls. A loud discordant quick-repeated peep-peep or kik-itee. 
Also a raucous mewing note, and some rich melodious squealing whistles. 
Mimics other birds’ calls convincingly — c.g. hawk-cagic {Spizaetus). 

BREEDiNO. Season^ April/May to July. ATejf, a well-made broad massive 
but rather shallow cup of twigs, tendrils and bamboo and other leaves 
often intermixed with moss, lined with finer roots; placed up in a small 
tree in dense jungle, occasionally in a bamboo clump. 4 to 6, variable, 
^cyish or pale greenish in ground colour blotched and freckled all over 
with reddish brown, more densely and forming a cap at the broad end — 
closely resembling those of laughing thrushes (Garrulax), Average size of 
200 eggs 30*2 X 22*9 mm (Baker). Breeding biology and incubation 
period unrecorded. 

Musroa IhAowosn. Apart from brig'ht'grccn colour and Gorier, stiSer l»«l, 
differs from the Blue Magpies in having a bright red ring of wattled skin encircling 
eyes — prominent in life. 

Museum skins fade rapidly if exposed to light; the green turns to pale blue and 
the cinnamon wings to yellowish olive. This is usually the case also with binls in 
captivity; a tendency to^va^ds it is likewise noticeable in wild birds inhabiting 
comparatively dry areas. » 

Young (immature) like adult but crest shorter, underparts paler and under 
tail-coverts white. Rectriecs more pointed. 

HBASUnzHEKTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’d’ 

137-157 

37-42 

46-47 

193-210 mm 

9 9 

I38-I55 

34-39 

43-44 

17I-2I0 mm 


(SA, HW, BB) 

Weight 4 cf c? 130-133; 3 9 9 120-124 g (SA, Payntcr, SDR), 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brownish crimson to blood-red; a fine rim round 
eye bright orange-crimson. Legs, feet and claws bright orange-crimson or * Chinese 
lacquer*. 

1024. Ceylon Bine Magpie. Cissa omata (Wagler) 

Pica omata Wagler, 1829, Isis: 749 (India Orientali = Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No, 25, Vol. 1:46 
Plate 69, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAME. KehibtUi (Sinhala), 


206 corvidae' 

SIZE. Myna +, with a long graduated taiL Overall length c. 47 cm 
(1 7 in.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A showy bright blue magpie with whole head, 
nape, upper back and breast rich chestnut. Long graduated tail blue, tipped 
with white and subtipped with black — this pattern prominent in flight. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Endcmic to Ceylon. Resident. South- 
western aspects of the HU! zone up to c. 2100 m and adjacent forests of the 
Wet zone down to c. 150 ro. Confined to dense c\'crgrecn forest; occasionally 
entering tea gardens. 

GENERAL HABITS. By and large as of Green Magpie (1023), q.v. Keeps 
in parties of up to 6 or 7 — somerimes pairs or solos — usually associated 
with mixed flocks of other birds, hunting energetically for food on the ground 
or in trees and bushes, sometimes clinging upside do\vn to pr>' into crevices 
of bark or sprigs of leaves. 

FOOD. Mainly animal; items specifically recorded are hairy caterpillars 
(rubbed against mossy branches to remove the stinging hairs), beetles, 
tr«c frogs; also fruit (Henry). * Very partial to large Sphinx moth cater- 
pillars which infest cinchona trees * (A. L. Butler), 

VOICE and calls. Squeaks and chirps when feeding; a variety of loud 
raucous or rasping notes; a loud jingling call uttered with beak wide open 
and audible at a considerable distance described as * chink chink, or cheek 
cheek — in various repetitions and variations. Other notes arc; a very rasping 

vendtstA 

Solitary birds indulge in a quaint sub-song of squeaks, chattcrings and suck- 
ing noises, interspersed with imitations of the notes of other birds * (Henry). 

BREEDiNO. Season, mid January to end March, AVj/, has rarely been 
found. One described as resembling a crow’s nest but smaller, lined wth 
‘beard* lichen; well concealed in the top of a small jungle tree. Bggs, 
3-5, said to be indistinguishable from those of Green Magpie (1023): 
greyish, or greenish white, profusely spotted and speckled with various 
shades ofbrowTi. Average size of 24 eggs 30*5 X 22*1 mm (Baker). Breeding 
biology and incubation period unrecorded. 

Musztni DiACNOsn. See Key to the Species and Field Characten. 

UEASUREUENTS ^ 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

\ 

(from feathers) 



155-nO 

f. 37 

f, 40 

235-255 mm 
(Baker) 

159 

36 

— 

246 mm 
(SDR) 


Weight I 9 196 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris brown; watOed eyelid deep red, orbital ikin lomc* 
what paler. Bill, legs and feet coral-red, claws more homy. 

Cbsa flavirostrb (Blyih) 

Key to the Sobapedea 


Underparts primrose ycl/ow* C, /, j^rwHr 

Underparts almost pure white 


> Fading to lilac-white in older museum ikins. 
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1025. Western Yellowbilled Blue Magpie. 

Cissa fiavirastris cuajllata (Gould) 

Urocissa cucuUala Gould, 1661, Bds. Asia 5, pi. 51 (Kuloo Valley) 

Baker, FBI No. 23, Vol. 1 ; 44 

LOCAL NAMES. Chawchal (Kangra); Lot r&zS, LiterSz (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Pigeon i , with tail c. 39-43 cm (15-17 in.) long. Overall length 
c. 66 cm (26 in.). 

FIELD characters. As of nominate Jiaviroslris (1026), q.v. Sec Key to 
the Subspecies and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; with some winter-summer 
altitudinal movements. Range almost identical with that of Camdus g. 
bispecularis (1020): the outer Himalayas from Hazara dist, (e. 73®E.) in I 
West Pakistan eastward through Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, 


C/sio /lorfrostr/s 



Blin naiUala (1055). fiahestris (1026). 

:arh\i-al and Kumaon to central Nepal where intergradation with 
nim occurs. From c. 3300 m in summer (breeding chiefly between 1600 
nd 2700 m), occasionally down to c. 800 m (Dchra Dun) in winter. Affects 
«:t temperate mixed forest of pine, oak, chestnut, rhododendron, etc. 

GESEBM. KABrrs, FOOD, VOICE and CMiS. As in the eastern form /afl- 
,j(r« Associates locally witli Rcdbilled Blue Magpie (1027) thoughno^y 
ccunv-ing a higher alUtudinal zone. Is unusual below r. 1600 m whert^ 
027 h imusual above this elevation. Whether the breeding ranges of the 

wo actually overlap at any point needs dete^ning. 

BREEDivo. Sraron, principaUy hfay and June. Arsf, r(C‘ (c/3-6), site 
nd breeding biology as in 1026. 


208 CORVIDAE 

Museuh Diaonosd. Like nominate /srinufrit (1026) but uppeqiarts and vnngs 
bluer; undeiparts, below the black breast, quite white or with only a very tint dnge 
of yellow. 

measurements and colours of bare parti as m 1026. 

Weight 6 cri? 130-165; 5 9V 123-163 g (?avmer,GD), 


1026. Eastern Yellowbilled Blue Magpie. 

Cissa fasdnslris flavinstris (Blyth) 

Ps.(ihrhmus) Jlamuhis Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asm. Soc. Beagd 15-. 28 
(Darjeeling) 

Baker, FBI No. 22, Vol. 1:43 
Plate 69, fig. 6 


LOOM. WASES. Wm piMisi (Vaharia in Sikkim) ; Tpintimpiat (Upcha) ; Kmpa, 

wWag. (/ (Bhutanese). i, i .-l. 

SIZE. Pigeon ±. with 39-^3 cm (15-17 in.) long. OvtraU length 

A spectacular purplish blue bird with bUii hrad, 
-neck and breast, whitish undeiparts and long graduated black-and-wtate- 
upped tail ending in pliant arching streamers. A small white patch on 
nape. Bill yellorv, legs bright orange. Sexes alike. 

CTATOs pisTRnnmON and habitat. Resident; with some wmter-summer 
seasonal dltitudinal movements. The eastern Himalayas from about centnd 
Nepal (where intergradation vdth sa^tlala oceu«) ^twards thro^ 
Sikldm, N. Bengal (Daijeeling dist.), Bhutan and NEFA, between r. 2000 
and 3300 ro; in winter down to c. 1000 m.» Affects wet temperate muted 

forest of pine, oak, chesmut, rhododendron, etc. 

Extsalimilal. SE. Tibet, Burma, NW. Yunnan west to Mekong V^ey. 

CE.VERA1. HAEtrs. Sodable, inquisitive and rather parochial. Keeps m 
uoisy parties and flocks of 4 to 10 individuals in non-breeding season, 
commonly in association with jays and laughing thrushes, on forest^lsa 
hillsides often wandering out to feed in the opener glades, or terraced eulu- 
vation, tea gardens, etc. adjoining forest. Usually frequents the same patdi 
of forest or wooded ravine day aller day. Mainly arboreal, procuring lU 
food in low bushes, but will descend to the ground to feed on iiuecu and 
windfallcn fruit or to glean grain in harvested fields. Hops conucall)^ 
the ground with the long pliant tail partially cocked like a robin's. The 
JL n.. =~ . -ivV the 
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long graduated tail spread out and the streamers trailing behind. Flight 
typical of the pies — a few rapid wing-flaps followed by a glide, sometimes 
with a curious butterfly-like ‘ delayed action * of the wings which almost 
clap over the back. 

FOOD, Varied and aU-embradng, mainly animal :*insects (grubs, beetles, 
white ants, etc.), tree frogs, lizards, small snakes, eggs and nestling birds, 
«mall mammals, carrion. Land leeches recorded. Also fruits and berries 
(sometimes becomes a nuisance in hill orchards) and kitchen scraps around 
camps and hill-station bungalows. 

/VOICE and calls. Has a remarkable and often intriguing vocabulary 
of loud, harsh and creaking calls and sharp squealing whistles interlarded 
with faidiful imitations of other birds’ calls and improvizations. Some 
mimicked species recorded are Giant Squirrel {Ralufa)^ the jays {GottuIus), 
Pied Crested Cuckoo (ClcmuiloT)^ Hawk-Eagle {Spizattus) and Serpent Eagle 
[Spilomis). 

BREEDiNo. Seasmij chiefly May-June. J^esty a rather shallow cup of twigs 
like a small crow’s nest, lined with rootlets etc., 5 or 6 metres up in the top 
of a small leafy oak, rhododendron or suchlike tree standing away from the 
edge of open forest. EggSy 3 or 4 (5 ?) pale cream coloured, blotched with 
bright reddish brown, wdth sparse secondary blotches of neutral tint. Average 
size of 9 eggs 34 -8 x 23«4 mm (Baker). Both sexes build the nest, incubate, 
and tend the young. Incubation period unrecorded. 

MusExni Diagnosis. Less bright blue, more ashy above than west Himalayan 
birds. In live or freshly killed specimens the underparts, tips of all rcctrices excepting 
central pair, wing margins, under wing-coverts and lower back arc strongly sufilised 
with primrose yellow. This fades to pale lilac in museum skins. 

Young (immature). like adult but the black parts browner; upperparts and 
all vring-coverts tinged with slate-brown; feathers of nuchal patch slightly fringed 
with black. First-year birds recognized by the browner primary-coverts (CEfT, H\V) . 

KLASURZUENTS 

Wng Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

o’ 9 175-195 37-42 48-51 345-423 mm 

(SA, Stresemann, BB) 

Weight 5 (?(?' 168-180 ; 3 9 9 132-143 g (SA, BB. Payntcr). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill orange-yellow. Legs and feet 
yellowish orange; claws homy b«jwn with a yellowish tinge. 

ClSSA ERYTHRORHYNCHA (Boddacit) 

Key to the Subspecies 


Paler above ; .C. i. ocdpildis 

Darirer above; bill longer C. e. magranstris 


1027. Himalayan Redbilled Bine Magpie. 

Cissa eiythrorhyncha occipitalis (Blyth) 

Pj.(tforAwmi) oaipitelis Bb'th, 1846, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 15: 27 
(Nepal and to the N.W., as at Mussoorec) 

Baker, FBI No. 20.Vol. 1:41 
Plate 69, fig. 7 

LOCAL KAiCES. PdOidnA (Mussoorec, U.P.); Digial (Simla). 


210 CORVIDAE 

SIZE. Pigeon i, wth a tail c. 39-43 cm (15-17 in.) long. Ov'crall length 
€. 70 cm (27 in.). 



FIELD CHARACTERS. A showy purplish blue magpie with long graduated 
tail, the central feathers elongated into graccfxilly arching streamers. Head, 
neck and breast velvety black, with a large white patch on nape. Underparts 
below breast gre^nsh white. Sexes alike. 



X r. I 

Very similar to and confusable wth 1025, but larger nuchal patch and 
bright red bill and legs (p. yellow) diagnostic. 
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CORVIDAE 


STATUS, DisnuBUTiON and HABITAT. Resident, \vith some sulnmcr•^vinter 
altitudinal movements: the Himalayas from c. 77®E. in Himachal Pradesh 
(Kangra dist.) easUvard through Garhwal and Kumaon to c. 87®E. in 
eastern Nepal (Okhaldhunga dist.) ; bet^veen c. 1000 and 2100 m. Reported 
occurrence in western SikHm needs verification. Ecology and habitat as 



Distributional ranges 

occipitalis (1027). t ^ nagniTostris (1028). 


in YellowbiUcd (1025) and both sometimes found together, especially in 
it normally occupies a lower altitudinal zone, being imusual 
abo\-c c. 1600 m whereas 1025 is unusual below this cIe\*ation. \Vhcthcr the 
breeding ranges of the t^vo actually overlap at any point needs determining. 

habits, food, voice and calls. Not noticeably different from 
02o, q.v. Is much less shy than YcIIowbillcd and oftener met with at 
**|niala)*an hUI-stations. One call is rendered as * a piercing cinrer^pig-pig * 
(flcnung). 


Seastmy between April and June chiefly during May. AVx/, 
a rough and flimsy smallish cup of t\v'igs, coarse roots and leaves ; normally 
to 8 metres up — sometimes higher — in tr e e s on svooded slopes or 
of hill cultivation. EggSy 5-6, clay- or stone-coloured, 
wy blotched %rith dark brown or^rcddish bro^sii, often densely to form 
or cap at the broad end. A%*cragc size of 60 eggs 33*9 X 23*9 mm 
s®tcs take part in building the nest, incubation and feeding 
c >*oung. Incubation period undetermined. 

McisCK Diacn-oj 3. ^\^lite nucha! patch larger, more vertical, covering almost 
nape and coadnuing ca to upper back e. smaller, more transvene and restricted 

“iYd]owbmrf(l025). 


Young (immature). Pattera much as in adult Black of head replaced by dark 
brown; most of the crown white. Upperparts, lesser, median and greater coverts 
dark ashy grcy-brtnvn tinged bluish; upper tail-coverts with no black tips or grey 
band. Underparts whiter than in adult First-year birds distingtiishcd by browner 
primaries and priinary-co\'crts (H\V, CBT). 

WEASURZMENTS 


o’ o’ 

99 


Wing 

199-207 

187-199 


BUI 

(from skull) 
39-43 


Tarsus Tail 

c. 45 390-469 mm 


(HW, BB, Fleming) 

Weight 5 o’d’ 205-232; 3 9 9 196-230 g (GD, Payntcr). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brov%*n or red-brtnm. BUI, legs and feet coral red; 


claw3 yellowish. 


1028. Burmese Hedbllled Blue Magpie. 

Cissa eiythrisThyneha magmsostris (Blyth) 

Ps.{iloThiiVis) magnxnstris Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 15: 27, 28 
(Ya-ma-dong Mountains, separating Arracan from Pegu) 

Baker, FBI No. 21, Vol. 1 : 42 


LOCAL NAMES. Not rccordcd. 

SIZE. Pigeon ±. Overall length c, 70 cm (27 in.) including long tail 
(c. 40 cm). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1027, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rather equivocal. Hills of N. Cachar 
dist. (Assam), Nagaland, Manipur, hfizo (?), and probably East Pakistan 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts: from the edge of the plains up to c. 1600 m, 
in tropical and subtropical dr>'- and moist-deciduous forest. 

Extralimital. All Burma south to northern Tenasserim. Other races extend 
the species to the Indochinese countries and SW. China. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 1027 and 1025, qq.v, 

BREEDINO. Not Tccordcd within our limits. Season in Burma, March-April. 
Nesly eggs (c/3-6), and breeding biolog>’ as in the Himalayan form (1027). 

Museum Dia.cnosts. Differs from the Himalayan population in ‘being darker 
and more sufixtsed with purple-blue on upperparts; bill 4-5 mm longer. 

MEASUREMENTS (excepting bni), and cololtis of bare parts as in 1027. 

Genus Pica Brisson 
Plea Brisson, 1 760, Om. 1 : 30, 2: 35. 

Type, by tautonymy, Cems pica Linnaeus 

Like Cams, q.v., but tail vary long and graduated; first primary (as.) peculiarly 
shaped: attenuated and falcate. Plumage strongly contrasting black and white. 

Pica, pica (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspeciea 

Rumpw-hite 

Rmnp black 


, .P. p. iacinera 
.P. p. IctSsterais 
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CORVIDAE 


1029. KasTiTnir or Whiteruzaped Magpie* Pica pica bactriana Bonaparte 

P.{ica) bactriana Bonaparte, 1850, Consp, Gen. Av. 1 ; 383 
(Kandahar ex Hutton) 

Baker, FBI No. 16, Vol. 1 : 38 
Plate 69, fig. 3 

LOCAX. NAMES. Duzd ( = thief), Shakuk (Brahui); Khashim brah (Kashmir, Sum). 
SIZE. Myna with a tail c. 30 cm (12 in.) long. Overall length c, 
52 cm (21 in.). 

FiELO CHARACTERS. Strongly contrasting black and white plumage and 
long graduated black tail adequately diagnostic. 



Adult. Above, head (all round) and back black; scapulars and a broad 
band across rump white; wings and tail black, the former brilliantly glossed 
with bluish green, the latter with bronze-green and purple- Pclow, breast, 
thighs, vent and under tail-coverts black; rest of underparts white. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS, DiSTRraunoN and habitat. Resident, subject to winter-summer 
altitudinal movements. The mountainous northwestern regions of W. 
Pakistan and India: N. Baluchistan, NW. Frontier districts, Ghitral, Gilgit, 
Baltistan, Ladakh and Himachal Pradesh (Chamba); between c. 1500 and 
4500 m. Chiefly trans-Himalayan : common and familiar about villages 
in the upper Indus Valley and side valleys; only a rare vagrant in Kashmir 
proper south and west of the Zoji La pass. In Baluchistan its distribution 
coincides more or less with juniper forest, between c. 2000 and 2500 m. 
Affects cultivated upland valleys among the barren windswept hills (as in 
X*adakh), and the vicinity of villages with orchards and planted poplar 
and willow groves. 

ExtralimitaL E. Russia and the Urals, south through the Aral-Caspian 
region to Iran, S. Iraq, Afghanistan and Russian Turkestan to Lake Bal- 
khash. (For details sec Vaurie, 1959, 2: 150-1.) The species in numerous 
races is widely distributed across Europe and Asia. 

general habits. Omnivorous. Keeps in the vicinity of upland village 
cultivation and orchards mostly in pairs, sometimes in loose parties of 8 
to 12 and even up to 30 birds or so. Stalks about on the ground in search 
of food with a rather upright carriage and strutting gait, tail held low, 
jerked and flicked at all angles to the body on every little excitement or 


change of emotion. Sometimes progresses iri long hops. When not feeding 
sits about in trees, on roof-tops, rocks or the piled stonc<boundar^' >valls of 
culth’ation patches. Characteristically of the crow family, is highly inquisi- 
tive; wary, suspicious and cunning where persecuted, but othenvise tame 
and fearless around the village houses. Flics at sunset in straggling flocks 
to roost communally in favourite trees. Flight rather laboured, flapping 
and undulating — the wing action, together with the long tail trailing 
behind, reminiscent of a Pheasant-tailed Jagana. 

FOOD. All-cmbracing: insects, lizards, small mammals (mice, voles, etc,), 
young birds and eggs (including those of domestic poultry), and carrion; 
cereal grains, fruits and berries (often destructive to ripening cherries etc.); 
kitchen scraps, and almost cvcrj'thing else that can be procured. 

VOICE and calls. Normally a subdued rasping querk or kick. * Sometimes 
a curious call in flight sounding like ker-plonk * (Trott). Alarm: a loud harsh 
kekf^' kekkjf kekky run together as a rattling note; this uttered with bill wide 
open, head and neck a little outstretched, and with an occasional expressive 
flick of the wings and upward jerk of the tail. 

BREEDING. ScosoTi, in Ladakh March to May. Nest, a conspicuous, massive 
domed structure of sticks and thorny twigs reinforced within with a thick 
layer of mud and lined with fine roots etc., with a lateral cntrancc-holc. 
Occasionally nest undomed and crow-like. Frequently same nest repaired 
or built upon in successive years (once * not less than five one on top of 
the other making a pjTamid many feet high * — Wathen, JBNHS 29: 697). 
Built in willow, poplar or ilex trees in the vicinity of villages, 2 or 3 metres 
up. In treeless country' thorn thickets flanking streams, c.g. Hippophae rkam- 
noides are used. Nests often serve as roosting shelters during winter. 

3 to 7, rarely 8 (mostly 5 or 6) pale blue-green profusely blotched, freckled 
and spotted w ith dull reddish brown, more densely at the broad end, showing 
considerable variation in size. Average size of 1 12 Ladakh eggs 36*5 X 24*9 
mm (BBO). Breeding biology not specifically recorded; presumably ns in 
the nominate form, namely, incubation by female alone; period 17-18 
rial's; young fed by both parents (Withrrby). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspecies. Pint primary (as.) 
falcate; black on outer web, white on inner. 

In first-year birds first primary not falcate and lip of its inner 
web black. 


MEASORCJUENTS 




Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

i I 


(from feathers) 




1 o'? 

182-227 

30-32 '' 

40-45 

200-270 mm 

1 1 

(mostly over 



(usually r. 240) 

f 1 

1 

200) 





1 



(Baker) 


' Weight 

1 o’ 249; 5 9 9 

190-212 g (PajTter). 

feet and claws 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 

Iris d.irk brown. Bill, legs. 


black. 


’ First primary", X f. 1 
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1030. Tibet or Blackromped Magpie. Pica pica botlanensis Dclesscrt 
Pica Bottanensis Delcsscrt, 1840, Rev, ZooL: 100 (Bulan) 

Baker, FBI No. 18, Vol. 1:39 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Myna ±, with a tail e. 30 cm (12 in.) long. Overall length r. 52 
cm (21 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTTERS. As in 1029, q.v. See Key to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident? Bhutan, evidently only 
in Bumthang dist. (c. 27®30'N., QI^E.), from c, 3400 to 4600 m in Tibetan 
Plateau country; perhaps also NEFA in similar facies. Frequents buildings, 
cliffs, cultivated fields, and clumps of trees around upland villages. Occurs 
chiefly north of the main Himalayan range, apparently not south of the 
Tang La pass into Sikkim. 

ExtralimitaL * Northern Tsinghai south to central Sikang (Batang), 
then west through southwestern Sikang .... to southeastern Tibet * 
(Vaurie). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 1029. In addition to 
the usual harsh corvine calls of the family has a note deceptively similar 
to the scape or pench of a rising snipe (Ludlow). 

BREEDING. Not Tccordcd Within our limits. Season in neighbouring SE. 
Tibet, April to June. Nest and eggs (c/4 or 5, sometimes 6) as in 1029, the 
latter likewise greatly variable in size; average of 22 eggs 38 X 26 mm 
(Ludlow). 

Museum Diaonosh. Rump black. The largest subspecies of P. pica with the 
biggest bill and proportionately the shortest tail. Tail length only 101 per cent of 
wing V. 1 15-130 per cent in other races (Vaurie), 

MZASURElfENTS 

Wing 35 (5^ 9 224-268 mm (Vaurie, Kinncar) 

1 o? Wing 234, Bill (from skull) 43, Tarsus 57, Tail 240 mm (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 1 029. 


Genus Dendrocitta Gould 


Dendrocitta Gould, 1833, Proc, Zool. Soc. Laindon; 57, 

Type, by raonotypy, DendrociUa leueogastra Gould 
Bill black, stout and comparatively short, with the commissures strongly cxm'cd. 
Nostrils cnuVcIy concealed by numerous short sti/TbristJes. Tail long and graduated, 
the central rectrices broadening gradually towards the tip throughout their length. 


A 

B 




Page 
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Belly not white 

1 All rectrices entirely black 
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228 

2 Central rectrices partly ashy 

1 

1 

216 
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Dendrocitta vacabunda (Latham) 

, Key to the Subspecies 

A Back and scapulars ochraceous tawny 

1 Belly fulvous-buff. r. pallida 

2 Belly pale cream-fulvous 

D Back and scapulars tawny brownish rufous 

3 Largest; darkest above ; tail o%’cr 260 mm v. triiloli 

4 Medium; tail over 240 mm cagahunda 

5 Smallest; tail under 240 mm -P* v.pamtla 


Page 
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1030a, NortHwestern Tree Pie. Dendrocitta vagahunda bristoli Payntcr 
Wrorito vagaimia briilcU Paynlcr, 1951, Jour. Bombay nat. Hiit. 58: 381 
{Jabri, c. 1 1 milca \v«t of Murreo alt. 900 m. Hazara Dijtrict, Wat PaJoJtan) 
Baker, FBI No. 26 (part), Vol. 1 : 48 

ujcAi. KAJtzs. Mmlil, Mmuri (Hindi) ; Khla Hum (Baluchistan) i MdMii, MM, 
felang, ChSnd (Sind), . 

SIZE. Myna+, with tail c. 30 cm (12 in.) long. Overall length c. 50 

m (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1032, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis.^ 
sTATtEi, DisTRiBtmoN and HAntTAT. Mainly resident; parti^ seasonal 
3 cal migrant in some areas. Lower ranges of the westernmost Himalayas 



IritljJi (lojoa), 

1 - ^ ragehunda { 1032 ). 
emuji (10J4). 


r~n fcUiiu (1031). 
HH fumb (1033). 
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from Hazara district (West Pakistan) southeast to the vicinity of Dehra 
Dun (India); from plains level to c. 2100 m. Intcrgradcs into pallida in 
Baluchistan and Sind and into nominate tagabimda in eastern Kumaon and 
extreme western Nepal. Afiects forest plantations, secondaiy* jungle, culti- 
vation and habitations, gardens, etc., in dry- and moist-temperate biotope. 

GEKERAL HAEFTS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 1032. 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to June. Xest, eggs (c/4 or 5), and breeding 
biology, as in 1032 and other races. 

Museum Dtacsosb. The largest of the races of D. rasabvr.da, with a considerably 
longer tail than pallida and a somc^^•hat longer wing; as ridily coloured as the 
nominate form (1032). These characters arc roost pronounced at the northwestern, 
most limit of its range, which probably is also the limit of the distribution of the 
species D. cagabteida. To the east, south, and southeast there arc marked clincs 
toward the contiguous races pallida and vagabwida (Pa^mter). 


U£ASUR£UEKn 


Tail 

12 d'd' 

157-179 

265-363 mm 

7 9 9 

158-174 

(1 1 rasd.) 

. 269-349 mm 



(5 msd.) 
(RAF) 


Weight 3 141-146; 3 9 9 120-143 g (from t>*pc locality) — RAP. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1032. 

1031. Western Tree Pie, Dendrociila ragahimda pallida (Blyth) 

Cr.ljpnnnd) pallida Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 15; 30 
[Western Himalaya. Restricted to Galkund, Surat Dangs (Gujarat) by Paymter, 
1961, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 58: 381] 

Baker, FBI No. 26 (part), Vol. 1 : 48 

LOCAL KASfES. Mdhdldt, Mootri (Hindi); TdkftacAor (Marathi); Khdkheda 
rati); Chhata mahukd (Saugor, M.P.). 

SIZE. Myma d-j tail c. 30 cm (12 in.) long. Overall length e, 50 
cm (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1032, q.v. Scc Musclim Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Rajasthan southward 
through Gujarat, Saurashtra (apparently absent in Kutch), western Madhya 
Pradesh and Maharashtra. Locally abundant in the plains and hills up to 
e. 1700 m. Affects well- wooded country about villages and cultivation, 
mango topes, open deciduous forest and scrub jungle. Intcrgradcs into bristoli 
in the north and west (Sind, Baluchistan), into ragabunda on the east, and 
into pcrzvla in the south. The populations are contiguous and their differ- 
ences entirely clinal, therefore no more than an approximation of their 
ranges is possible or warranted. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in the nominate race 1032, 
q.v. 

BREEDING. Stoson, overall March to July, the peak periods varying 
according to locality, but mostly bet\veen April and June, digest, eggs, and 
breeding biology as in 1032. 
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Muszl’M DiACSOsts. Slightly smaller and paler than brisisli, with a markedly 
shorter tail. Back and scapulars isabellinc with a tinge of dusky but no rufous; 
rump paler. Belly and under tail-covcrU pare isabcUine or buff cream colour. 
MEASURESIF-NTS 



Wing 

Tril 

38 d'd’ 

149-173 

218-297 mm 
(36 imd.) 

28 9 9 

144-165 

219-279 mm 
(27 msd.) 

(RAP) 


Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

d’d' 

32-37 • 

38-37 mm 

99 

30-35 

32-37 mm 


(SA, HW) 

Weight 13 o'9 90-118 (av. 100) g — SA. 1 130g (BB). 

COLOURS or dake parts. As in 1032. 

1032. Northeastern Tree Pie. Dendrociila vagabunda ragabunda 
(Latham) 

Coraciitx ragahsnda Latham, 1790, Index Om, 1: 171 
(India, restricted to Calcutta by Ticeliursi, 1922, Ibis: 537) 

Baker, FBI No. 26, Vol. 1 : 48 
Plate 69, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Muhdiut (Hindi); Ketri, Taka chor [= stealer of rupee coins], 
Handickdchd (Bengali!; KolaUiea (s= plantain-eater. Dibrugarh, .Assam) ; Cchxrari, 
Konda kdtl gdda (Telugu); Val kdkdt (Tamil, Madurai dist.). 

SIZE. Myna -f, with tail c, 30 cm (12 in.) long. Overall length c. 50 
cm (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTER.^. A long-tailcd bright rufous arboreal bird w'ith dark 
sooty grey head, neck and breast. Broad black tips to graduated greyish 

tail, and greyish, while and black 
pattern on wings conspicuous and 
diagnostic, particularly in flight. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAB- 
ITAT. Resident. The Himalayan 
submontane tract (tcrai, bhabar, 
duars, etc.) from extreme western 
Nepal castuTird to NEFA, south- 
svard through Assam, hlanipur, 
East Pakistan, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, eastern 
Maharashtra, Orissa and northern Andhra; south to c. 17-18*N. and west to 
c. 78th meridian; plains and hills up to f. 2000 m. Affects lightly wooded 
country in dr>’- and moist-deciduous biotope. Forest plantations, thin trec- 
and-scrub jungle, mango lopes, rillage groves, sprawling jungly gardens 
and compounds in urban areas, and roadside avenues of ancient banyan 
and suchlike trees arc amongst its favourite haunts. , 
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GENERAL HABITS. Social, arboFcal and omnivorous. Keeps in noisy 
p^rs or fanuly parties of 4 or 5 — ’ sometimes larger temporar)' gatherings 
of up to 20 or so, c.g. at a heavy s^^’anning of winged termites. Is a regular 
member of the itinerant commensal parties of assorted insectivorous birds, 
its very r^ular and close association with racket-tailed drongos and wood- 
pecken, in particular, often commented on by observers. Seizes moths and 


other large insects flushed by its associates from tree-trunks or amongst 
litter of fallen leaves; also attends grass and forest fires to feast on the fleeing 
rtfugees. Joins the company of barbets, green pigeons and other fnigivorous 
birds to feed on friiit-laden ban^TUi and pecpul trees, soracrimes descending 
to the ground and hopping about with tail partly cocked to pick up food. 
Characteristically of the crow family is highly inquisitive at all times, and 
can likewise be excessively cunning and ^va^y when occasion dictates. 
^Vhere unmolested will boldly enter verandas of bungalows to hunt wasps 
^d geckos, and small bats roosting in crannies of the ceiling. Is usually 
the first to discover kills of the larger cats in forest, from which it greedily 
tears out and dc\*ours titbits of flesh. Flight noisy and dipping — a few rapid 
s^ing-fiaps alternated with sailing on stiffly outspread wings and partially 
expand^ mil , 

Extralimital. The species in other races extends through Burma and 
Thailand to the Indochinese countries. . 

FOOD, Practically all-embracing. A large variety of fruits including ncera 
(Afriifl) and c\'en the poisonous Trichosanthes palmala, but preponderantly 
v-ild figs (PYcui spp.) — ban^'an, pecpul, guler and others. Highly destructive 
to orchard fruit, c,g. cultivated figs, mulberries, papa^'a, etc. Cereal crops ; 
flowxr-nectar (jSalmatia, Erylhnna, etc.). Frogs, lizards {Hemidacljlus and 
Cc/ofcj)^ small snakes, small bats, yoimg rodents; eggs, nestling and young 
OT sickly birds (sunbird, tailor bird, white-eye and Indian Robin recorded). 
Has been obscrv*cd systematically tearing holes in weaver birds’ nests above 
c ^Sg-chamber and extracting and devouring the eggs and ^xiung; camon 
rom froh tiger kills or nc^vly shot game animals; a wide assortment of 
insects including crickets, grasshoppers, beetles, wasps, moths, ants and 
termites, caterpillars and grubs. Also spiders, centipedes, snails, and almost 
small animal. In an intensively cultivated area in Bihar the 
° insects specifically identified among stomach contents of specimens 

and by direct field observation: weevils Myllocems discolor and M. maadosus, 
Cremasiogasler suhnuda^ Ccmponolus sp., Mjrmcco^stus sp., wasps Sphex 
PdisUs kebraeus, Vespa orienlalis, Rhyrtchium sp. in addition to Noctuid 
moths and smooth-bodied caterpillars (Mason & Lefroy, 

'■^ICE and CALLS. Has a large repertoire of harsh and raucous as wxll as 
mracal melodious calls. A loud harsh kilter Idtter killer or ke (or kd)-ke-ke‘ 
strung out as a rattling call {ka-ka-kS-kS-kS.h) and reminiscent of a 
* this often interspersed with a metallic flute-like ko-kida or kudo-hee 

t *1 recalling Blackhcaded Oriole, uttered with back arched and 

. ^pressed and turned in under the perch. A very metallic ta-ckv^ 
^ — cheek cheek ; a long-drawn mee-eeo in br e eding season. Particularly noisy 
m courtship. The pair will sit side by side a few centimetres apart, half 
and bobbing ludicrously at eadh other like mechanical toys, craning 
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their necks till the bills almost touch and uttering strange musical croaks 
and chuckles. 

BREEDING. Scoson, ovcrall March to July, \'arying locally; chiefly May 
and June. Kest, crow-like: a scanty and flimsy deepish cup of thin, often 
thorny twigs lined with finer Urigs, rootlets, etc. — rather small for the size 
of the bira. Placed c. 6 to 8 metres up in trees such as shcesham {Dalbergia), 
mango, salai {Boruellia) or Acacia standing alone at edge of cultivation or 
in open deciduous forest, or in a village grove or roadside avenue. Though 
often built in a leafless tree, nest not unduly conspicuous thanks to its small 
size. Eggs, 4 or 5, rather variable in shape, size and colour. (Commonest 
t)q?c pale reddish- or salmon-white, boldly splashed and streaked with 
bright reddish brown and inky grey, more densely at the broad end. Average 
size of 100 eggs 29 X 21 -5 mm (Bal er). Both sexes take part in building the 
nest, incubation and feeding the young. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis- A richly coloured form; back and scapulars dark brownish 
rufous; rump, belly and under tail-coverts fulvous buff. 

Young (immature). Head, neck, throat and mantle concolorous brown; rump, 
upper tail-coverts and entire underparts buffy cream; the white wing-co^'crts tinged 
nisty cream towards lips, the smallest lesser co\'crts at edge of wing grerish brown. 
Rcst of wings and tail as in adult but browner instead of black, and tips of all rcctrices 
pale rufous, least marked on the centrals. 

First-year birds recognized b>' pale tips to the rcctrices and browner remiges, 
these fealheis not being covered by the postjuvcnal moult (WTiislIcr). 


KEAStmEMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o' o’ 

146-168 

30-35 

31-35 

204-263 mm 

99 

136-161 

30-33 

31-34 

198-240 mm 


(SA, mV, RAP) 

Wright 3 c'd’ 112-128; 3 9 9 98-118 g (RAP). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris orange-brens-n to brov^nhh red. Bill dusty plum- 
beous, paler towards base of Io^^•e^ mandible; mouth slaty (in juvenile flesh-coloured 
til! after postjmxnal moult). Legs and feet dusk>' plumbeous. 


1033. Kerala Tree Pie. Dendrociila ragabunda parrule WTitsticr & Kirmcar 

Cerrar rvfus Latham, 1790, Index Om- 1 : 161, based on * La Pie rouse de la Chine * 
ex SonneraL (Malabar, fixed by Baker, preoccupied) 

Dnidroeitta tagcivr.da perzula Wliistler & Kinrear, 1932, Jour. Bombay naL HisL 
Soc. 35: 515, nrw name for Cciras rufus Latham (Malabar) 

Baker, FBI No. 26 (pan), VoL 1 : 48 

LOCAL NAMES. Vdl koldi (Tamil, Madurai duL) ; OU nafi, Karelknr. (Mala>'alam). 
SIZE. MNTia -f, irith tail e. 25 cm (10 in.) long. 0\*crall length e. 46 cm 
(18 m.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of the nominaic race 1032, q.v. Sec Museum 
Diagnosis- 

STATUS, DSTRisimoN and HABrTAT. Resident. The SW. coastal and 
Sahyadri strip (from e. 13®-I4^N,) in Mj'sore southward through Kerala 
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to Kanyakumari (Cape Comorin), east to c. the 77th or 78th meridian. 
Affects moist-deciduous and semi-evergreen biotope, from sea level to c. 
1600 m, especially favoured haunts being the kampongs or gardens of 
coconut, mango, jack-fruit, cashew, plantains and pepper surrounding the 
homesteads by the back\vatcrs, and h'ght open forest. Replaced in moister 
evergreen by Whitcbcllied Tree Pie (1036). 

Curiously enough this widespread Indian species (D. pa^atunda) does 
not extend to Ceylon. 

GENERAL HABITS, POOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 1032. 

BREEDING. Season, principally March-April. Mst and (c/4 or 5) 
and breeding biology as in the nominate subspecies. Bhendi {Thespesia 
populnea) in coastal areas, and ncem {Melia azadirachta) arc popular with 
the birds as nest trees. Eggs somewhat smaller, measuring about 27 x 21 
mm. 

hlusEUU DiACNOsn. The smallest race of D. vagabtouia\ as richly coloured as 
the nominate form: back and scapulars dark brownish rufous; rump, belly and 
under tail-coverts fulvous buff; chin, throat and breast blackish. 

IttASUREilENTS 

Wing BUI Tail 

(from skull) 

cTri* 133-152 31-35 189-239 mm 

9 9 131-144 29-32 196-204 mm 

(HW, SA) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1032. 


1034. Southeastern Tree Pie. Dendrocitta vagabunda vemayi 
Whistler & Kinnear 

Dendrocitta rufa vemayi Whistler & Kinnear, 1930, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 51 : 17 
(Nallamalai Range, 2000 ft, S. Kumool) 

Baker, FBI No. 26 (part), Vol. 1 : 48 

LOCAL NAMES. V&lkdkaj (Tamil, Madurai dist.); Gokurayi, Kondakati gadu (Telugu) ; 
Ole noli (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna +, with tail c. 30 cm (12 in.) long. Overall length c. 50 
cm (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1032, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Andhra Pradesh south of 
Godavari R., Tamil Nadu (including the Nilpris and associated hills) 
and southeastern Mysore; plains level and up to c. 2000 m. Affects dry- 
and moist-deciduous wooded country — open forest and the neighbourhood 
of cultivation and habitations; also urban gardens and compounds. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS, As in 1032. 

BREEDING. Season, principally March to May. J/est and eggj (c/4 or 5), 
and breeding biology, as in nominate vagabunda and other races. 

Museum Diaonosis. Smaller and even paler than pallida (1031): about same 
size as vagabunda. Chin} throat and breast sooty grey; belly and under tail-coverts 
pale creamy fulvous. Intergrades into vagabunda at the Godavari Delta and into 
pallida zndparvuJa along its western boundary. 
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Juveniles of the races indistinguishable, all having pale creamy fulvous under- 
parts, a character which normally penists in adult vemeyi and distinguishes it. 

First-year bird, as in other races, disUnguished from adult by the pale tips to the 
unmoultcd rectrices of the Juvenal plumage. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tama 

Tail 

o'c? 

145-158 

29-35 

31-34 

' 197-236 mm 

9-9 

137-152 

29-33 

31-33 

188-225 mm 


Weight 3 oo? 90-95 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1032 and other races. 


1035. Bladkbrowed Tree Pie. DendrodtUsJrontalis frontalis Hors6cld 

Dendrocitta frontalis Horsfield, 1840, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 163 (Assam) 
Baker, FBI No. 34, Vol. 1 : 54 
Plate 69, fig. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. HamsHt bon (Lcpcha); Kolio ko (fibutan^); Dao ka link gaddm 
(Cachari). 

SIZE. Mynai, with a tail up to c. 25 cm (10 in.) long. Overall length 
c. 38 cm (15 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A palc grcy and chestnut tree pic with very white 
nape, black face, throat and forcncck, and heavy bowed black bill. Readily 

distinguished from the rather similar 
Himalayan Tree Pic (1038) by entire- 
ly black tail (v. ashy and black), and 
absence of the large white wing- 
patch. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 

Resident. Sikkim (apparently very 
rare and local), Bhutan (?), NEFA 
(Dafia, Abor and M^shmi hills) and 
round the head of the Brahmaputra 
Valley (in the Luhit and Tirap 
frontier divisions and Dibrugarh, N. Cacharand Khasi Hills districts). Abo 
Nagaland, Manipur, and possibly East Pakistan (hill tracts) ; foothilb and up 
to r. 2 1 00 m altitude. Affects dense mixed evergreen forest and bamboo jungle. 

Extralimital. Adjoining northern Burma (fairly common). Another race 
in N. Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of Himalayan Tree Pie (1038), q.v. 
Keeps in small parties; said to be less noisy and less shy. 

FOOD. Fruits, seeds, insects, lizards, eggs and nestlings of birds, etc. 
Has been observed hawking winged termites from tops of bamboos in the 
manner of drongos — • springing vertically a few metres up in the air and 
diving back to the perch after each capture. 

VOICE and caus. The characteristic tree pie range of discordant as well 
as musical metallic notes, but claimed to be clearly distinguishable from 
those oCits congeners. 
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Oefldrocitto frontafts and O. feucogestra 



BREEDING. Season, April to July. jVert, like that of Himalayan Tree Pic 
(1038), somewhat more compact: of twigs etc. lined with fem roots and 
softer material. Built up in bamboo clumps or tall thorny bushes near the 
edge of forest. Eggs, 3 or 4, like those of 1 038, rather more profusely marked. 
Average size of 100 eggs 27 X 19*9 mm (Baker). Breeding biology pre- 
sumably as in 1038. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species and Field Characters. 

MEASUREXtENTS 

li'ing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 120-126 f.25 e. 30 245-255 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris reddish brown. Bill, legs, feet and cla>%*s black- 

1036. WhltebelHed Tree Pie. Dendrocitta leucogastra Gould 

Dendrocitta levcogaslra Gould, 1833, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 57 
(Eastern Asia » Malabar Coast) 

Bakcrt FBI No- 31, Vol. 1: 51 
Plate 69, fig. 9 

VOCM. NAJTO. AMa cal tdua (Telugu); TTaiu cSl! (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna +, with tail c. 30 cm (12 in.) long. Overall length f. 50 cm 

CHARACTERS. An immistakablc tree pic, distinguished from the 
Indian (1032) by chestnut-bay back and pure white rump and underparts. 
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Forecroivn, face, throat and breast black; hindcrowm and hindneck white. 
A large white patch on the black wings, and the long grey-and-black 
graduated tail conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Kcsidcnt. The Sahyadri or IVcstcm 
Ghats complex from c. IB^N. (Goa, Bclgaum), southward through wcstcra 
Mysore (Malnaad), NUgiri Hills (W. Tamil Nadu) and Kerala; from e. 60 
to 1500 m, in wet evergreen biotope: dense forest, cardamom sbolas and 
ravines, secondary jungle, abandoned and neglected overgrorvn rubber 
plantations, etc. Has been recorded from Bangalore and cast to Palmancr 
(c. 13°I5'N., 78°45'E.) in southern Andhra Pradesh. 

McMaster (Jrar. A,wl. See. Bengal, 1871, pt. 2: 214) claims to hwe 
procured a specimen in May in the Gawilgarh Hills at Chikalda (c. 21 30 N.* 
7r20'E.) far beyond the known range of the species. Lack of confirmauon 
since that time, and total absence of compatible habitat in that area renders 
the record open to suspicion. , t j 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to the more widely dhtnhMted vagab:mda 
species (sec under 1032). Chiefly arboreal, but will sometimes descend to 
feed in low bushes or to the ground. Keeps in pairs or noisy parU« of 3 to 
5 often in company with the roving hunting parties of fiycatchen, titt, 
nuthatches and other insectivorous forest birds, but is seen almost unfailingly 
in association with racket-tailed drongos in parUcular. a* 

of the tree pics, noisy and dipping — a few rapid wing-flaps foUowcd by a 
short glide on stiffly outstretched wings and «pandcd tail, rocketing down 
at a Steep angle with wings closed for alighting in a tree. As a rule keeps 
segregated from vagabunda, completely replacing it In mout-cvergr^ 
biotope. But the two species may occur side by side locally in the rntcrmcdiatc 
zone with a mingling of the deciduous and evergreen forest types. 

FOOD. Friiits, seeds, flower-nectar, insects and small animals: lizanis, 
young rodents, etc.; also eggs and nestlings of small birds. Very fond of 
the seeds oCSterculia xntlosa Roxb., which arc avidly plucked from the npe 
orange-scarlet pods on the tree. 

VOICE and calls. Similar to Indian Tree Pie’s but louder, harsher wd 
more metallic, some notes closely resembling those of its constant *^*°J*^ 
the racket-tailed drongo. When hunting among tlic foliage, a subdued 
quick-repeated castanct-like rattle kt-kt-kt-khkt-kt etc. ending in a ih^ 
frog-likc croak. A throaty chvff-chujf-^huff frequently given wiffl tafl cocked 
and body horizontal, accompanied by a ludicrous mechanical jumping 
or bobbing up and down on the perch like some cheap clockwork toy I 
• Two birds on the ground faced each other and emitted grotesque rhytl^cal 
creaking as ofa heavily laden bullock cart with ungreased wheels and wooden 
brakes applied, coming along the road. Courtship?* (Alice M. Barnes)- 
During breeding season * one call curiously like that of a duck * (J. Stewart). 
The significance of the various vocalizations and behaviour needs study* 

BREEDrNO. Season, February to April, and reportedly again in August 
A'tst cTOw-Iikc, a deepish cup of thorny twigs lined witJi twigi an 
rootlets. Placed in tall shrubs or moderate-sized saplings in. heavy rai^ 
forest, away from human habitations. Often built in the same or a nearby 
tree in successive years. Eggs, 3 or 4, variable in colour: creamy w ^ 
pale stone, reddish white or pale greenish white, blotched and streateo 
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(more richly than in 1032) with various shades of brown, from greyish 
brown to reddish- or dark brown with underlying markings of lilac, these 
often confined to the broad end as a ring or cap. The eggs resemble those 
of Himalay'an Tree Pie (D. formosae) more closely than of the vagabunda 
group (cf. also Museum Diagnosis). Average size of 50 eggs 28*3 x 20*5 
mm (Baker). Breeding biology not recorded; presumably as in Indian Tree 
He (1032). 

Museum Diagkosis. Colour pattern of ^vulgs and tail, and also of body plumage, 
very similar to Himalayan Tree Pie (1038) suggesting close rdationship bchvecn 
the tv^'o. 

Juvenal plumage almost exactly like adult save for narrmver, less spatulate tail- 
fcatheis and a slight brown fringing to tips of lesser wing-co\*erts and rump. 

First-winter birds distinguished from adults by shape of the rcctriccs retained 
from juvcnal plumage (as is characteristic of the moult in the family Corvidae). 
As in fomosae these feathers lack the pale rufous tips of cagabundot emphasizing closer 
affinity with the former group. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

141-157 34-38 32-34 278-324 mm 

(SA) 

Weight 1 ad. 9 3*5 oz. (99*25 g) — Da\*ison. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark crimson. Bill homy black; mouth dark slate. 
Legs, feet and cla^\'s blackish brown. 

Dekdrootta formosae S\rinhoc 
Key to the Subsperies 


Larger; tail over 240 mm D.f. occidtnlelis 

Smaller; tall under 240 mm D.f. kimalaytnsis 


1 037. West Himalayan Tree Ke. Dendrocitla formosae occidentalis Ticchurst 
Dendrociita formosae ocddentalis Ticeiiuistt 1925, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 46: 22 
(Simla) 

Baker, FBI No- 32 (part). Vol. 1: 52 

LOCAL NASfE. Koksa k&k {U.P., Mussoorce). 

SIZE. Myna tvith tail up to c. 25 cm (10 in.) long. Overall length 
c. 43 cm (17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1038, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident, ^vilh marked summer- 
winter altitudinal movements. Foothills and outer ranges of the western 
Himalayas from about Murree {e. 73®E.) and the Jhelum Valley eastu*ard 
through Jammu, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab and Garhwal to about Almora 
and W. Nepal (c. 81®E.); from c. 600 to 1500 m, occasionally to 2100 m; 
patcluly distributed and less common in the western part than between 
Mussoorce and Almora. Affects well-wooded country and edges of terraced 
cultivation on forested hillsides. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALU. As in 1038. 

BREEDING. Seosoti^ Ap^ to July, chlcfiy May and June; between e. 700 
and 1600 m altitude, sometimes up to 2000 ra, f/est, eggs (c/3 or 4) and 
breeding biology as in 1038. 
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SIZE. Myna ±, with tail up to c, 23 cm (9 in.) long. Overall length c. 
41 cm (16 in.). 

field characters, a typical, long-tailed, slender, grey and sooty brown 
tree pie wlh the elongated central rcctriccs (blunt and rather spatulate) 
^hy grey and broadly black-tipped. 

Above, forehead bla^; sides of head sooty brown; croum, nape, and upper 
mantle ashy grey; lower mantle and scapulars buffy bro^vn; rump and 
upper t^-coverts paler. Wings black with a pure ^vhite patch. Below, 
chin and throat dark sooty b^o^vn; rest cliiefly rusty bro\^ and whitish; 
under tail-coverts chestnut. Sexes alike. 

\Vhite iving-patch and chestnut under tail-covcrts particularly conspicuous 
in flight. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, wTth marked summer- 
winter altitudinal movements. The Himalayas from western Nepal cast>vard 
through Sikkim, W. Bengal (Daijcclmg and Jalpaiguri districts), Bhutan and 
NEFA (including Dafla, Abor, Miri and Mishmi hills, and Luhit and Tlrap 
frontier divisions) ; Assam ranges south of Brahmaputra R., Nagaland, Maxu- 
pur, Mizo and East Pakistan (hill tracts). Duns, duais, foothills and outer 
ranges between c. 600 and 1500 m, occasionally up to 2300 m; in broad- 
leaved forest (oak, rhododendron, etc.) at the higher elevations, tropical 
*^vergrcea in the duars. The Eastern Ghats complex in Orissa and northern 
Andhra, between c. 1 8® and 20®N. ; up to c. 1000 m, in tropical scmi-cvcrgrctm. 

Ertra/imi/a/. Northern Burma, Yunnan, Vietnam, N. Laos. The species 
extends to S. China, Hainan and Taiwan. 

general HABITS. Kccps in small parties of 4 or 5 birds or loose flocks 
of up to 20 or so in tall forest and around abandoned cultivatian and tea 
E^dens, etc., often in commensal association wth \'arious laughing thrushes 
pCTTufax spp.). Chiefly arboreal, but will occasionally descend to feed in 
low bushes or to the grotmd, c.g. in harvested terraced fields, several birds 
^'^thcr hopping about to pick up scattered grain with tails comically 
Fettling parties in fruit-laden trees flutter restlessly among t^ 
c^opy foliage, now flying off from the tree now back again, with a noi^ 
''nunng of s%*ings. Flight undulating, typical of the pies — a fevr rapid 
^'^E'flaps followed by a short glide. WTicn flitting from one trre-top to 
^'^^^Shhour, the actions curiously jerky, with deep * saw-edge * undulations 
™ nose dives. 

. Fruits, seeds, fiowcr-nectar {Salmalia, Esythrifia, Rhododendron, etc.), 

|mect5 (beetles, moths, larvae; destructive to semi-wild * mooga * silkworms 

Assam), centipedes, lizards, eggs and young of small birds, and doubtless 
® cr small animals. 

''oiCE and calls. Very \'aricd: hanh and raucous as well as fluty and 
tnmical: of same general pattern as D. VQgabimdn*% but distinctive and un- 
One common call rendered as a rather nasal kokil-ko4io^ko\ 
■■nothw frequently heard as ' tcokwcck-cxrk wlh strong emphasis on the 
P^ultimate note * (Lister). * Song * <ionimon in pre-nuptial season, a inixmrc 

*’-3^ and musical tmsl:-kdka (or -kdkaUk). A peculiar, rather comical, 
long-drawn hee-ee-ehok uttered tiro or three times in succession at 
jecond intervals by itself and not as part of the tCtiUi-‘kik£kdk song. 
^^Emficance of this obscure. 
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Dentfrocitto formosoe 



Distributional ranges 


ecairaiatis (1037). ■ Aimalflyouir (1038J. 

Museum Diackosb. Diffcrt from D.f kimaUxensis (1038) onl> in being larger. 
Young (immature) as in 1038. 

MEASURXMENTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

ri'ej' 145-160 35-40 243-260 mm 

9 9 I49-I57 35-40 241-261 mm 

(BB, CBT) 

Weight 1 9 104*5 g (Paynter). 

COLOURS OF BARS PARTS. As in 1038. 

1038, 1039. East Himalayan Tree Pie. DendrodtU formosae himal^'ensis 

Blyth 

Dendroeitto kimaUrrensis Blyth, 1865, Ibis: 45 
(Sikkim, restricted by Ticchurst, 1925, Bull. Brit. Om. d. 46: 22) 
Dmdncitta formosae sarkcri^ Kinnear t Whistler, 1930, Bull. Brit. Om. 
a. 51; 17 (Anantgiri, Vizagapatam) 

Baker, FBI No. 32. Vol. 1 : 52 
Plate 69. ftp. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. KokiU (Paharia) ; Kerno pho (Lepcha) ; Kerreiah hen (Bhutanese) ; 
Kek long eh (Assamese, Dibrugarh); Dao ke Vink (Cariiari); Jnnd is kink (Naga). 

*Ko. 1039 or.^ 0 ^rir. Examination of more material shows that the measurements (m- 
eluding * smaller * bill on which character sarkeri vras described) Cdl weD trithin the ra^ 
of those of hvnol^msis. The subspedw is thus considered untenable (Biswas, B., 1964, 
JBNHS 60; 650-1), 
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BREEDING. Scoson, April to July, chiefly May and June. AVrl, of the crow 
type: a rather flimsy shallow platform of twigs, tendrils, coarse roots and 
leaves with the central depression lined with finer matcriaL Placed 3 to 
7 metres up in a bush or sapling on the edge or in the neighbourhood of 
a scrub-covered ra\inc, in oak and similar forest, with little effort at con- 
cealment. Eggs, 3 or 4, rarely 5, pale bluish or j'cllotvish stone colour, boldly 
blotched >v’ith dark bro\Mi or reddish brown with some inky secondary 
markings. Average size of 200 eggs 28*8 X 20*1 mm (Baker). Both sexes 
take part in building, incubation and feeding the young, and are very 
quiet and secretive in their comings and goings throughout the nesting. 
Incubation period undetermined. 

Museuii Diagnosis. Differs from the West Himalayan population only in being 
smaller, with a shorter tall. 

Juvenile. Upperparts Uke adult, but black fordiead not so broad, and grey 
of hindneck less clear; faint rufous tips to all the feathers including inner tertials, 
lesser and median coverts; chin blackish; throat dusky, hardly different from rest 
of underparts; belly whitish; under tail-covcrts paler chestnut; outer rectrico 
narrower. Postjuvcnal moult of body, lesser and median cos’crts. 

First-year birds recognized by the rather duller primaiy-coverts and xm- 
moulted wings and tail of juvcnal plumage. 


MEASinUEMZNTS 



Wing 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

tJ’d’ 

135-151 

32-40 

2e-35 

191-236 mm 

99 

133-148 

30-39 

28-35 

192-230 mm 


(BB, SA) 

Weight 16 d’d' 90-112; 9 99 93-115 g (SDR, GD. SA. BB). 22 90-J21; 

12 9 9 89-106 g (Paynter). 

COLOURS 07 BARE PARTS. Iiis browiush CTsmson. Bni homy black. Legs, feet 
and claws blackish brown. 

£040. Andaman Tree Pie. Dendnscitia 'Tyiier 

Dendrocitta 4^£^'T>*tler, 1863, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 32: 83 
(Andamans) 

Baker, FBI No, 35. VoL 1 : 55 
Pbte 69. fig. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. Konc recorded. 

SIZE. Myna i, with tail c. 22 cm (SJ in.) long. Overall length e. 36 cm 
(14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A smallish slcndcr-bodicd tree pie svith the typical 
loi^ graduated tail and elongated central rcctriccs. 

Above, feathers round base of bill black; head, neck, and mantle dark 
bluish ashy; lower back and rump pale rufous-olive; upper tail-covcrts 
bluish ash)*. Below, upper breast dark bluish ashy, diffusing to nifesccnt 
ashy on lower breast; rest of underparts chestnut. Tail and wings black, 
the bttcr with a large white patch on primaries and secondaries, very 
conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 
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STATUS, DisnuBunoN and habitat. Endemic to An daman Islands. 
Not uncommon in South and Middle An damans . Evidently absent in the 
Great and Little Cocos and the Nicobars. Affects tall trees in dense evergreen 
forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Typical of tree pies cf. 1032. 
Keeps in pairs or family parties; sometimes loose flocks of a dozen to twenty 
or so. Has ‘ a sharp metallic note something like that produced by dra>ving 
a coarse file across the teeth of a saw * (Davison). 

BREEDING. Poorly koown. Apparenfly the only authentic records arc a 
nest vdth c/3 taken by B. B. Osmaston on 27 May (1907) and another by 
Wickham, in the same month, 3 years later. Nest, described by Osmaston 
as * a flimsy cup-shaped structure of bents and fine sticks, lined wth 
rootlets, 15 ft fix>m the ground in a small thickly foUaged sapling growing 
in forest *. creamy yellow with numerous sir^ blotches of light 

brown and inky grey, rather denser at the broad end. Size e. 25 X 20 mm. 

Museum Diacnosd. Sec Key to the Species and Field Characters. 

Measurements 


Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

TaU 


(from skull) 



119-124 

26-28 

27-28 

193-206 nun 

117-123 

26-28 

27-28 

180-183 mm 

(3 msd.) 



(3 nud.) 


(HA) 

Wdghtcr9 3*25-4 oz. (c. 92-113 g) — Hume. 

COLOUR OF BAHE PARTE. Jfts vzd&hlc: oliVe^fCco, bright yellow, or rich. gcHdcti 
ydlow. * Bill, 1^, feet and claws black; soles plumbeous grey * (Hume). 

Genus Pod GOES Fischer 

Podous Fischer, 1821, Lettre addressee . . . Pander: 6. 

Type, by monotypy, Podoeu panderi Fischer 
Pstudopodous Zanidny & Loudon, 1902, Om. Monatsb. 

10: 185. Type, by original designation and monotypy, P. humilU Hume 
Bill slender and very long; nostrils completely concealed by stiff plumes. Wings 
short and rounded; tarsi long and strong. Only a single species within our limits. 

1041. Hume’s Ground Chough. Podoas humilis Humc^ 

Podoces humilis Hume, 1871, Ibis: 408 (Kitchik-Yilak = Sonju Pass, Hill Yarkand) 
Pstudopodoces humilis saxieola Stresemann, 1928, Om. Monatsb. 36: 82 
(MSntuse Lamasery, Sining-fu region, northern Kansu) 

Baker, FBI No. 50. Vol. 1:71 
Plate 69, fig. 15 
LOCAL NAME. Day-day (Tibetan), 

SIZE. Myna length r, 20 cm (8 in.). 

^Podaeex pteihn Zarudny, 1896 (Alkor, Eastern Persia) probably enters West Pakistan 
near the Iran-Baluehistan boundary at Nokkundt (Ludlow, 1945, JBNHS 45: 233). It it a 
cinnamon-coloured bird, about hoopoe size, with black throat and tail and black-and- 
white wings. Largely terrestrial and fa$t*running. 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A gTcjTsh sondy brown bird with darker brown 
>vings, a whitish collar round neck (broad and conspicuous on nape), 
a dark streak through eyes, and long, slender, blackbh curved bill. Tail 
square-ended, largely sandy white, svith the central rectriccs brmvn. Sexes 
alike. 

General effect of a chat or whcatcar; colour pattern at rest and in flight 
reminiscent of Large Grey Babbler (1258). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. RcsIdcnt? Extrcmc northern Sikkim 
(Gyagong, Thangu) c. 4200 to 5200 m; in semi-arid Tibetan steppe facies 
above tree-line, with scattered dwarf rhododendron and furze {Coragena) 
bushes. Affects sandy stonc-httcred hillsides and hummocky country cut 
up by dry watercourses etc. 

Exlralimital. Southern Kansu, NW. Szechuan weshvard through Tsinghai 
and Sikang to Tibet and southern Slnkiang (Vauric). 

GENERAL HABITS. Mainly terrestrial; very active and sprightly; usually 
tame and fearless. Keeps singly, or in pain or loose parties of 6 to 8. Rum- 
mages amongst the shingle for food, * pick-axing * the soil energetically with 
its bill like a Jungle Babbler, peering under stones and probing into crevices 
of boulders etc. Very oblitcratingly coloured in its native environment, 
its presence often detected only by the momentary flicker of the whitish 
tail-feathers even at close range. Progresses on the ground in a stifily erect 
posture by long bouncing hops like a rubber ball. Mounts a stone every 
now and again to bob or curtsy violently a couple of times like a chat, 
flicking open the and wings while so doing. FHght ^veak and laboured, 
rcmmiscent of a shrike, and seldom sustained for over fifty or a hundred 
metres. When approaching ncst-holc, which often entered directly from the 
air, wing action rapid and vibratory. In Tibet often found in proximity of 
habitations, entering villages freely, perching on piled stone boundary 
walls and roof-tops of the houses. 

FOOD. Ground beetles and other insects. 

VOICE and calls. A 'cheep like a munia's but more prolonged. 

A plaintive whistling chip (slight pause) . . , cheep-ckeep-cheep-c^p (quick 
repeated) reminiscent of YcUoweyed Babbler {Ch^sontma sinenset 1231); 
also of Chestnutbcllicd Nuthatch {Sitta casUmea, 1830), 

BREEDING. Not rccordcd s\'ithhi our limits. Season in adjacent Tibet 
May to July. JVrr/, a large untidy pad of sheep’s wool, yak hair, etc. (in 
one case weighing over 700 g), sometimes on a foundation of moss, grass 
and fibres, stuffed in the widened chamber at the end of a horizontal tunnel, 
some 75 mm in diameter and 1 ^ to 2 metres long, excavated by the birds 
in the side of a steep earth bank. Eggs, 4 to 6, white, immarfced, with a 
pinkish translucence when fresh. Average size of 6 Tibet eggs 23*6 X 16*75 
mm (SA). Both sexes feed the young and attend to nest sanitation. Share 
in building nest and incubation, and incubation period, undetemuned. 

Museum Ducnosu. See Key to the Species and Field Chameter*. 

BiU Tanui Tail 

(from skull) 

22-24 26-34 52-64 mm 

(SA) 




<P9 


Wing 

85-94 
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Wright 4 cf 1 *5-1*65 oz. (*= r. 42*5-48-5 g) — ScuUy. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IHs browu. Bill, Icgs, fcct and claws brownish black. 

Genus Nucifraga Brisson 

Ntuifraga Brisson, 1760, Om. 1 : 30, 2: 59. 

Type, by tautonymy, Cenw earyccataeUs Linnaeus 
Plumage soft and full, blaclush brown, more or less spotted with white. BUI about 
as long as head, somewhat rounded laterally, straight and pointed. Nostrils circular, 
entirely concealed by bristles. 4th to 6th primaries (as.) almost equal and longest, 
3rd very Uttle shorter, 1st not much more than half 2nd. Tail about three-quarters 
length of wing, slightly roimded at end, almost square. Only one species within 
our limits. 


Nucifraga caryocatactes (Linnaeus) 


Key to the Subspecies 


Page 


A Rump marked with white Pf. e. irmltipunetata 231 

B Rump not marked with white 

1 White spots above and below larger and more ntunerous 

Pf. e. hemispila 233 

2 White spots smaller and less numerous . . . .' A. e. meetlla 23S 

Cf. Biswas, B., 1950, jfour. ^ool. Soe. Irdxa 2: 26; Paynter, R. A., 1961, JBNHS 

58:383. 


1042. Larger-spotted Nutcracker- PPueifraga caiyocctactes muUipunctata 
Gould 

Pfudfraga multipunetata Gould, 1849, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 23 
(NW. Himalayas, ^restricted to Kashmir north of the Pir Panjal Range by Vauric, 
1954, Amcr. Mus. Novit, No. 1668; 13) 

Baker, FBI No. 47. Vol. 1; 67 
Plate 69, ftg. 13 

LOCAL NAMES. PCkakdrra (Pushtu) ; Unrnpia (Lahuli) ; Tcng she sha ga (Tibetan). 
SIZE. Pigeon i; length c, 32 cm (12^ in-). 

field characters, a chocolate and umber-brown crow, streaked and 
spotted wth white all over. Bill black, stout, wedge-shaped and pointed. 
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CORVIDAE 


Central rectriccs black, faintly tipped with while; rest of tail largely, under 
tail-coverts wholly, white. Sexes alike. 

In flight partly spread white tail and white under tail-coverts contrasting 
strongly with dark body, diagnostic. White-spotted rump and upper tail- 
coverts distinguish it from Himalayan Nutcracker (1043) svhich has these 
parts immaculate chocolate-brown. , j- . -u . j 

n-ATUs, pisnuBunoN and itAarrAX. Resident; rather 
W'est Pakistan and NW. India from Fort Sandeman (c. 31^1^., 69 Ji t.) 
in N. Baluchistan northv/ard along the Suldman Range; ^itr^, G p , 
tnorth of Pir Panial Range), Kashmir (Sind Valley, Ktshlwar, 



I mutlh (1044). 

Badrawar. etc.), Himachal (Chandra-Blu.^ Vall^, ^')- 

Stragglers recorded from Peshawar, Bilaspur, and Sutlej a ey. 

2000 to 3000 m, wandering as low as 1000 m and occasionally up 
m. In moist- and dry-temperate oak and conifer forest, especially 
{Pima execUa) and spruce [Picea momda). ,.,P 

Intergrado with hemUpiU (1043) in Kangra between r. 77 wd /J t. 
&,rS./. Eastern Argluiiiitan (Safed Koh and southern side of the 

Hindu Kush mountains). . 

cn.vERAL iiAnrrs, rooo, voter, and caixs. ^m „ 

nREEDi.vo. No authentic record; presumably m 
earlier. Young hardly able to fly have been recorded in Astor, , 

(e. 35”20'N., 74"50'F-.) at end April ^ ® 

and moult indicates that breeding is normally finiihcd by May. 
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MosztJU Diacnosb. Differs from htnnspila (1043) in having the white spots much 
larger especially below, xnaldng the underparts look very whitish. See also Key 
to the Subsp>edcs. 

Juvenile, lake adult but upperparts and ear-coverts pale sandy grey-brown, 
the vdiitc centres not much more than shaft lines except on mantle and scapulars 
where they arc as large as in adult. Upper tail<overts darker brown. Remiges 
browner (p. glossy black in adult) and wth the coverts less gloss)% all the white 
markings not so pure or so sharply defined. Outer rectriccs more pointed. Bekw^ 
diin and throat dull white; vent and under tail-coverts white; rest of underparts 
with dull white centres and sandy brown fringes. PosijuNxnal moult of body and 
lesser and median wing-coverts. 

First-year bird distinguished by broivner remiges and by less glossy prinxary- 
and grcatcr-coverts, the latter with,whitc tips- If not worn, the more pointed outer 


rectriccs arc distinctive. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill Tarsus 

Tail 

c?9 

190-210 

(from feathers) 

c. 50 c. 40 

160-170 mm 

Wright 1 

(f I9I;3 9 9 

I48-I65 g (Pa)'ntcr). 

(Baker) 

COLOURS 

OF BAKE PARTS. 

As in 1043. 



1043. Hixnalajran Nutcracker. Xticifraga caryocalacUs hemispila Vigors 

J/ucifraga fumupila Vigors, 1831, Proc. 2^1. Soc. London: 8 
(Himalayan mountains, restricted to Simla-Almora dist. by Ticchurst & Wliisiler, 
1924, tarn, at.) 

Baker. FBI No, 46 (part), Vol. 1 : 66 
Plate 69. &g. 14 

LOCAL KASt£. Lko kari^o pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Pigeon ±; length c. 32 cm (124 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1042, q.v,, but whitc spots smaller generally 
and entirely lacking on rump and upper tail-covcrts which arc immaculate 
chocolate-brown. Se.xcs alike. 

. STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident; rathcr patchily distributed. 
The Himalayas from about Kangra dist. in Himachal Pradesh (c. 77— VO^E.) 
castw’ard, apparently intergrading into the Yunnan subspecies macella (1044) 
from about cast-ccntral Nepal; from c, 2000 to 3300 m, occasionally 
straggling lower or higher. Affects tall rhododendron, fir, spruce and 
deodar forest where interspersed with open glades and alpine meadows. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kecps to the tops of tall conifers on hillsides in widely 
separated pairs or family parties of 4 or 5 birds, these sometimes uniting in 
small flocks of 10 to 15 or so. Attracts notice from afar by its charactcrisUc 
loud, grating and far-carrying calls. Usually shy, curious and inquisitive. 
Sometimes descends to the ground in a forest glade moving about in long 
hops to pick up nuts and other titbits, or to hack out seeds from fallen pine 
cones by vigorous hammer blow of the bill. Seldom imdertakes long flights 
except to cross a valley; then flies straight and direct \vith deliberate >ving- 
flaps like a crow but with a curious ‘ delayed action * effect between the 


234 CORVIDAE 

flaps. More commonly seen flapping lazily from one pine-top to another in 
a manner recalling the jays {Gcmilus) and Blue Magpies (Cma), with the 
same jerky hesitant wdng-beats. In flight tail partially spread, the central 
rectriccs showing as a dark wedge contrasting strongly with the rest. \Vhcn 
alighting on a branch, and from time to time while perched, flicks tail 
open and shut flashing the whitc tail-feathers, producing a curious effect 
while the bird itself remains camouflaged amongst the dark pine foliage. 
On alarm or suspicion, as when its nest is being handled, becomes very 
noisy and demonstrative, flying around fussily from tree to tree peering 
down at the intruder with harsh swearing cries, which soon attract other 
nutcrackers in the xncinity to join in the outer)'. 

FOOD. Largely pine and spruce seeds, especially those of Blue Pine 
{Pinus cxceUa) and Picea morinda. The seeds are often extracted, before the 
mature cones open naturally, by prising apart the ‘ scales * wth the tips 
of the mandibles from below, or ^^•hiIc s^vingmg from a twig upside dowTi, 
causing the seed to fall into the open gullet (Osmaston). Also wild ^valnuts 
and hazelnuts and others; grubs and beetles {Caccobtus himahjanus and 
dung beetles like Onthopkagus identified), and allegedly eggs and young 
of other birds. , 

VOICE and calls. Harsh, grating, far-carrying and distinctly corvine. 
A single gtmn or hirm or kraak^ or sometimes several run rapidly together 
as a discordant rattling note. Flying young following parents utter a nasal 
bleat as of a goat kid, sometimes ending in a guttural kreak. 

BREEDING. An early ncster. Many yoimg already on the ^^ing by end 
March w’hcn parts of the habitat still under snow. Season, March to May/ 
June. Xesl, a platform of twgs, rathcr like a crow’s but more neatly and 
compactly built, sometimes with a little lichen intermixed on the outside; 
lined with grass and pine needles. Placed 6 to 18 m up in a lateral branch 
near the trunk of a large deodar or suchlike tree preferably in mixed forest 
on a steep hillside. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale bluish whitc with a few' blotches and 
numerous, specks of dull brown and inky brown scattered all over the surface, 
rathcr more densely at the broad end; size c. 35 X 26 mm. Botli sexes take 
part in building the nest (?), incubation and tending the yoimg. Incubation 
period undetermined. 

Museum Diackosis. Differs from muldpwxtcta. (1042) in the whitc spots bring 
generally, smaller giving the impression of a much darker bird. Rump and upper 
tail-co\’erts without any vdiite marldngs. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'9 208-227 45-52 41-43 137-147 mm 

(Stresemann, SA) 

Wright I o' (Nepal) 212 g (GD); 2 (Darjcriing dUL) 206, 214; 2 9 9 
183, 184 g (Payntcr), 

COLOURS or DARE PARTS. Iris tich brown. Bill (and mouth), legs, feet and claws 
black. 
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1044. Ynxman Nutcracker. Pfuaifraga casyocatacUs macella 
Thayer & Bangs 

<XueifTaga keTrdspila macella Thayer & Bangs, 1909, BulL Miis. Comp. Zool. 52J 140 
(Hsicn-shan-hsicn, Hupeh, China, 7000 ft) 

Jiactfraga jrjTmansTuis Ingram, 1910, BulL BriL Om. Cl. 25: 86 
(Mountains of Yunnan) 

Baker, FBI No. 46 (part), Vol. 1 : 66 
LOCAL NAMES. Ixk bkoli ( Pahari a) ; Uio kotiyo pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE, Pigeon length r, 32 cm (12i in.). 

held characters. As of 1043, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; rathcr patchily distributed, 
eastern Himalayas from about cast-ccntral Nepal (where the zone of 
intcrgradation with hardspila apparently begins) through Sikkim, Bhutan 
and NEFA (including Dafla, Abor and Mishmi hills); from e, 2000 to 
36TO m, in moist-temperate and alpine conifer forest. 

Exlralirnttal. Western Hupeh, Shensi {Tsinling Range), northern and 
vwtem Szechuan, eastern, southern and southeastern SB^g to northern 
Yunnan, SE. Tibet and northern Burma (Vauric). 
general habits, food, voice and calls. As in 1043. 

BREEDiNo. Not authcnticailv known within Indian limits. Doubtless as 
m 1CH3. 

Muiruii Diagnosis. Uke kmdipila (1043), also with umponed rump but slighdy 
oaricer, with the spots on breast and back averaging smaller, and less numerous. 
Howc%*er, coloration and spotting very variable, and subject moreover to pronoimced 
changes ia the living bird and to foxing in museum skins; on the whole a 
rdatively weak and equivocal race. 

^*^^greuent5 and colours of bare parts as in the Himala)*an form (1043). 
'.y^Sht (Bhutan birds) 6 200-235 (av. 217*3); 5 9 9 189-200 (av. 194) g 

— BB, SA. 

Genus Pyrrhocorax Tunstall 
^PTAacM-arTunslall, 1771, OrmBriL: 2.Type, by monotypy, Upvpa pynhxoTe* 
Xannaeus 

Cf. Hemming, F., 1952, Ball. Zool. Komerxl. 9: 54-61 
Vauric, C., 1954, Amrr. Mas. P/ccit., No. IGS"!: 1-7 
P han^e entirely black. Bill comparatively slender, red or ydlow. Narial plumes 
dense. Tarsus quite smooth in frxjnt and behind (* booted *), differing 
bue crows (Cnras) in the respect 
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1045. Himalayan Yellowbilled or Alpine Chough, fynkocorax 
graadus digitatus Hemprich & Ehrcnberg 

fynh o corax eJpirais var. digitabis Hemprich & Ehrcnberg, 1833, Symb. Phys., fol. 2 
(S>-ria) 

P.{ j TT k ocerax) Fctsjthi Stoliczka, 1874, Stray Feathers 2: 462 
(Lotmaguru to the Indus) 

Baker, FBI No, 49. VoL 1 : 70 
Plate 70. fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Nooc rccordcd, 

yT7 F - , House Crmv — ; length c. 38 cm (15 in.). Slightly smaller than 
RcdbiUcd Chough. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A gloss)' jct black CTOW With ycllow bill and bright 
red legs. Sexes alike. 


Key to the Species 


Bill red P. j^kaeersx 

Bm yellow., p, grecaJas 


Page 
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X c. 1 


384 
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CORVIDAE 


«TATU 5 , DBTRiBimoN aud HABITAT. Resident at high altitudes, largely 
in the main Himalayan range in West Pakistan and India, normally bct^veen 
2700 and 5000 m, descending in winter to e. 2400 and even 1800 m. Northern 
Baluchistan (only in the higher hills above c. 3300 m), and from Safed Koh 


Pyrrhocorax grocului 



Dbtributional ranges 


1 graculus (RE). 


2 digitaitu (( 045 ). 

through Ghitral, Gilgit, Baltbtan, Astor, Ladakh, Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh (Lahul, Spid), Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and 
NEFA. Affects moist- and dry-temperate high mountain biotope with 
cliffs, alpine meadows and pastures, and upland cultivation. 

Extralindtal. Lebanon, Iran, Transcaspia, Afghanistan, Russian Turkestan, 
SE. Tibet, Sikang to Kangting (for details see Vaurie, 1959, 2: 163). 

OENERAL HABITS. Very gregarious and sodable keeping in family parties 
and flodcs, sometimes quite large, throughout the year. Occupies'a higher 
altitudinal zone than Redbilled Chough, but where both occur together 
the flocks intermingle freely. Is apparently more tolerant of cold than 
Redbilled, keeping to higher clevations^cn in severe ^vinters. Frequents 
the neighbourhood of upland villages and cultivation, an^ alpine meadows 
and pastures, sauntering about like a starling digging rigorously in the soil 
for grubs and insects. Everest climbers have reported Alpine Choughs 
scavenging regularly for kitchen scraps etc. round their camps up to 8000 
metres, and it has been observed flying even at c. 8600 m (Charles Evans, 
pers, comm,). Usually tamer and more confiding than Redbilled, entering 
villages and traders* and herdsmen*8 bivouacs and encampments to pidc 
up food among and around the houses and animal pens. Nevertheless not 
known to roost or nest in buildings or monasteries as the shyer Redbilled 
commonly does. Flight and general behaviour characteristically crow-like. 


Flocks love to disport themselves, , especially during thc 'middlc of the 
day, quite obviously just for fun. Hie birds mill aroimd'm a rabble up in 
the sky sometimes at immense heights, making full use of every wind- 
current and eddy, sailing buoyantly round contours and precipices on 
motionless ^vmgs, tail fully spread and canted from side to ride to act as 
rudder. Now and again the circling flock is lifled almost vertically upward 
on a thermal and the birds engage in fantastic aerobatics with lightning 
twists and turns and sideslips, and swishing nose-dives with wings pulled 
in, of maybe several hundred metres do^vn into the valleys, ending in an 
effortless upward zoom to alight gracefully on a Wgh cliff or resume the 
extravagant evolutions. 

FOOD. Beetles and grubs, crickets, larvae of (noctuid) moths, carrion 
from pack animal carcasses, kitchen scraps, etc. Other recordi^ items; 
berries {Hippopktu ThamnoideSy Berberis Ijuum, Jumpmu)y mulberries, red 
hips of wild rose (Row), barley grains. 

VOICE and calls. Less noisy than Redbilled Chough; calls of same 
general pattern, pleasant and high-pitched, more reminiscent of Starling 
than of Jackdaw. Usual note, uttered also during the aerial frolics, a high- 
pitched musical qtut-ah or cru^ah. Full-grown young have a curious penistent 
mewing note exactly like the cheep of a half-grown domestic chi^en. 

BREEDmo. SeoMTiy cWcfly May-June. Nesty in holes in vertical cliff faces 
and precipices, usually inaccessible, thus not authentically described in 
the Indian range. Presumably as of Redbilled Chough, a platform of slides 
lined with sheep’s wool. Eggs [cJZ or 4?), indistinguishable from 1046-7, 
qq.v., but averaging slightly smaller, c, 39 x 29 mm. Breeding biology 
little recorded. 

Muszint Diagnosis. Entire plumage black faintly glossed with green, more 
particularly on wings and tail 

Juvenile. TJtff adult, but body plumage softer and more sooty brown. 

UZASUXZMZHTt 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

274-298 ‘ 34-38 42-48 174-193 mm 

9 9 262-273 32-36 . 41-46 165-178 mm 

(mV) 

Weight 3 223-244; 4 9 9 203-213 g (Payntcr, GD). I 9 (September) 234 g 

— SDR. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS Adult. Iris dark bxxjwn- Bill ydlow; mouth livid 
greenish yellow, bluish posteriorly. Legs and feet dull coral-rcd; claws black. 
Juvenile. Iris dark brown. Bill homy livid. Legs and feet olive-brown mottled 
with dark brown; daws black (HW). 2 spedmens (9) recorded wth legs and feel 
' almost as black as the feathers * (Fulton, JBNHS 16: 46). 


Pvrrhocorax pyrrhocorax (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Snbspeciea 

Wing more pointed, primaries and rectriccs narrower P- P* ceniraJU 

Wing more rounded, primaries and rectriccs broader P.p,himcl^y<am 

a. Rand, A. L. & Fleming, R. L., 1957, FieWonax Zoology 41 (1): lU-lS. 
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1046. West Himalayan Redbilled Chough. Pyrrhocorax pyrrkocorax 
centralis Stresemann 

Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax cenirelis Stresemann, 1928, Jour. f. Orn. 76: 344 
(Semirjetsebensk. Gcbitge bci Dscharkent [Tschischkan]) 

Baker, FBI No. 48 {part)^ Vol. 1 j 68 
Plate 70, fig. 4 

LOCAL KAiiES. iZflgh (Persian Baluchistan); Wan kavlny Wozij tmti kdvm (Kash- 
miri); KSngni (Garhwali). 

SIZE. House Crow ±; length c, 45 cm (17^ in.). 

FIELD "characters. A glossy jet-black crow with bright red legs, and 
slender slightly curved red bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident at high altitudes, with 
appreciable winter-summer altitudinal movements. West Pakistan and 
India, in N. Baluchistan (Nushki, Quetta, Ziarat, Kach — breeding in the 
highest hills), Ghitral, Gilgit, Ladakh, Bahistan, Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh 
(Lahul, Spiti) ; eastern limits not yet determined. Between c. 2400 and 3500 
m in summer, down to c. 1600 in winter; largely coincident with Alpine 


Pyrrhocorax pyrrhoeorox 



3-7 cxtralimiul races (sec 
Vaurie, 1959, 2: 160-2). 


Chough (1045) except at altitudes above c. 3500 m. Affects moist- ^d 
drv-temperate high mountain biotope with precipitous clifli, alpmc 
ineadowJ, st«p pastures, and upland cultivation; also barren rnountains 
be>-ond penetration of monsoon. 


iO CORVIDAE 

Extratimtal. Russian Turkestan (Djarkcnt, western Tien Shan. Ferghana, 
lukhara, Alai and Pamirs — Vaurie). The species in several races extendi 
ver Europe. N. Africa, central and eastern Asia. 

OENURAL HABITS. Very similar to 1045, q.v. Often collects in' huge floelu 
f several hundred during winter to grub in fallow barley fields around 
pland villages and on yak pastures even partly under snow, m company 
rith Yellowbillcd Choughs, Turkestan- and Snow pigeons, and someuma 
avens. Quite Ume and fearless near habitations perching freely on roof- 
30S prayer-flag posts, etc. but less inclined than 1045 to feed on scraps and 
efce^among the houses and nomadic encampments The birds 
ariously in caves and fissures in high precipitous eliRs, as well as on ledges 
nd under eaves etc. ofBuddhist monasteries and dzongs. 

FOOD Insects (wireworms, crickets, beetles, grubs); “PPf 
arrion 104k Berries {Hippopho, Ephedra, Berieru); 

n winter occasionally destructive to ripened barley crop, I^ng head 
nd thrashing out the grain from the ears by blow of the bill. 

VOICE and'cAEta. A shrill, rather musical. 
hiia described as between caw of jackdaw and 
t times sounding in the distance like the ptu, pw, pm 
iuekoo {ClanratorjueMam, 570). Other call-notes high-pitched and rathre 
oueaky kto and jack and chce-a-kah and kar-qaiek. Far-carrying and oftra 
^rriurious vemriloquial elfect; audible from immense he.^s 

he bird itself is a mere speck in the sky. Sometimes a loud clear yank 

“nilSDmo. Srarra, March-May. -A'"'..® large cup or platfom of sdek 

nd twigs lined with wool; sometimes minus the sticfa, mere y a itock pad 
?wool^and hair. Placed in holes and fissures of inace«ible 
r in walk of derelict or inhabited houses, monasteries and drongs in moun 
in villages. Occasionally several nests close to one another m a colony 
n soft sa^tone cliffs, holes up to a metre or so deep may be ““vatrf^ 
he birds themselves. The same sites are commonly used year aftre y^. 

3 or 4, indistinguishable from 1045, variable, white, sometimes 
■^nt blue or green tinge, or pinky svhite or pale salmon-pmk, Wote^ 
ootted and speckled with reddish brown or dark brown and second^ 
mrkings of lavender and grey; scatter^ all over the 
j coalesce into a cap at the broad end. Average sire of 36 Kashmir im 
adakh eggs 39-2 X 27-6 mm (BBO). Botli sexes take part in buddmg 
re nest, fn^ubation and tending the young. Incubation period undeter- 

Tlmrins Diackoso. Adult. Entire plumage glossy black; gloss greamh on 
ings and tail, bluish elsewhere. 

Juvenile. Like adult but body plumage softer and brownish black. 
Firat-yenr birds slightly duller and more brownish on the worn wings 

ul retained from juvcnal dress. , . . .Unror 

P. p. emtmKr ditfers from cast Himalayan kindapam (1047) in ^ 

usua. more pointed wing and narrower primaries and ^T-f^diers. 1 “ ^ 
veen tip. of 5th and 6 th primaries (as.) 25-30 mm (a. 15-20 ^ m 1017). (For 
ihcr detaiU icc Vaurie. 1954. Ar-xr. Mas. Jtcrit.y aVo. 1658: J-7.) 
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KZAnmXUKHTS 

\Ving Bill 

(from tkull) 

d'9 ' 290-336 50^-56 

(mostly above 310) 


Tarsiis 
50-58 mm 


(NBK. Law) 

Wing/taH index 53 (Vatirie) 

Wdght (Ladakh) 5 318-341; I 9 274 g (RM). 

cou3im5 or bare parts. Iris dark brown. Bill coral-red; mouth orange-salmon, 
and feet coral-red, darker than bill; claws black. Juvenile. Iris daric 
brown. Bill black, gape and tip salmon; mouth fleshy salmon. Legs and feet black; 
soles and interstices of scales salmon (H^V)> 


1047. East Himalayan Redbilled Chongli. Pjnhocorax fyuhocorax 
himalqyaiwj (Gould) 

Frtgilas kiinalt^anus Gould, 1862, Proc, 2k>ol. Soc. London: 125 
(Himalaya Mountains =* Kumaon, restricted by Mcinextahagcn, 1927, Ibis: 372) 
Baker, FBI No. 48 (part), Vol. 1 : 68 

LOCAL NAVE. Chsmhoo (Lcpcha). 

nzE. House Crow length e. 45 cm (17J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1046, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 





X r. 1 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident at high alUtudea with ap- 
preciable •winter-summer airitudinal movements. From about Garhwai 
and Kumaon eastward .through Nepal, Daijccling dist, SikHm, Bhutan 
^d NEFA, between c. 2400 and 4800 m; occasionally do^vn to c. 1600 m 
in winter and up to 6000 m in summer. Affects moist- and dry-temperate 
high mountain biotope near and above tree-line, with predpitous cliffs, 
alpine meadows, steep pastures, etc, 

Extralirralal, W. Sinkiang, W, Kun Lun, Karakoram, SE. Tibet, N- 
Bunna (?), N. Yunnan eastward to W. Szechuan (Vaurie). 

GENERAL HABITS, POOD, VOICE and CALLS. As ilj 1 046. 

EREEDiNa. SeasoTij nert and eggs (c/3 or 4) as in 1046. Eggs somewhat 
larger; average size of 17 eggs 42*75 X 28 nun (Ludlow). 

Meszuu EhACNons. Diffcn from centralis (1046) in having the wings and tail 
glosicd vdth bltdih rather than greenish; tamis longer; primaries and rectrices 
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broader. Wing more rounded; distance between tips of 5th and 6th primaries (as.) 
15-20 mm (r. 25-30 mm in 1046). 

Juvenile and First-year birds as in 1046. 

•MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bm Tarsus 

c?9 291-332 50-103 55-«5 mm 

(widely \*ariable) 

(RM, S. G Law, SA) 

Wing/iail index 50 (Vaurie) 

Wei^t 7 318-422 (once 450) ; 4 9 9 274-385 g (RM, GD. SA. BB). 

COLOURS OP HARE PARTS. As in 1046. 


Genus Corvus Linnaeus 


Cornu Linnaeus, 1758, SysL NaL, ed. 10, 1 : 105. 

Type, by tautonymy, Cornu corex linnaeus 
Cn Mcinertzhagen, R-, 1926, A'orif. ^ooL 33: 57-121. 

Coloration in Indian forms glossy black or black and grey. Bill stout; nostrils 
placed far forward, about one-third length of bill from forehead, entire^’ concealed 
by stiff straight bristles that reach almost to middle of biU. Tail shorter than wing, 
sli^tly graduated or rotinded at end. 1st primary (as.) at least half as long as 2nd; 
3rd and 4th primaries longest. Primaries exceed longest secondaries by more than 
length of tarsus; four outermost primaries with inner webs sinuated. 

Key to the Species 

A Plumage entirdy black 

1 Size large; \ring over 380 mm ,..C. eorax 

2 Size smaller; wing under 380 mm 
a Whole plumage glossed with purple; base of bill bare in adults 

C. Jrvgilegus 

b Plumage duller black^ 

' i Upper mandible more curved, ridge of culmen nearly flat, not 

covered with bristles at base C. macrorhjnchos 

ii Upper mandible less curveti, ridge of culmen not flattened, and 

covered with brhtles to over 10 mm at base C. corone 

B Plumage bladt and ashy 

3 Ashy restricted to nape. ,C. mcneduJa 

4 Ashy extending down to breast C. splerJens 


Page 
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Corvus splemdens Vicillot 
Key to the Snbspecie* 

A Contrast between grey and blad; parts of plumage well defined.,... 

C r. spltndens 244 

B Pale parts of plumage very pale, contrasting sharply with black. . 

C.s. cugmsrffri 243 

C Darkest; contrast between pale and dark parts of plumage slight. . 

, C. f. pntegatas 246 

D Nearest C; averaging larger C. r. maleiisiau 247 

* But tee Key to the Subspecies of Cornu etegne, p. 258. 
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1048. Sind House Grow* Omms splmdais ZMgmayen I.aubmann 

Gtou vipr^ Laubiuann. 1919, Om. Monatsb. 21; 93 (Las Bela, Baluchistan) 
Baker, FBI No. 12, Vol. 1 : 34 
local NAMES, rdn (Sind); JTdt. (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Pigeon length c. 43 cm (17 in.). 

held characters. As of 1049, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STA*^, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Baluchistan (Sibi Plain, 
<:GastaI Makran), Sind, Punjab and NW. frontier districts; southern Kashmir 



Jammu. From plains Icvd to c. 1600 m. Affects all types of country in 
aro^d human habitations, especially towns and cities. 
dtrntal. Coastal and southern Iran. 

®^^Ral habits, food, voice and calls. As in the nominate form 1049. 
. Season, May to July. In Kashmir Valley principally May, 

A' dist., second half June; occasionally some in No>-ember. 

" ^d eggs {c/5) as in 1049. Average s^ of 17 Kashmir eggs 39 X 26-6 
(BBO). willow and poplar trees and groves near villages fa\*oured 

for nesting in Kashmir. 

Mctrvn DiACNosa. DifTcrr from nominate splendrrj (1049) In having a much 
collar and underparts: pale smoke-grc}' in fresh plumage, ashy sandy white 
*0 wom dress. No dtfnmencc in 
»ttAsuaEXExn: o' 9 Wmg 255-290 mm (CST). 

C501OUW or BASE rARTx. As m 1049. 
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1049. Hoti»e Crow* Cervus splendens splendens Viollot 

Corrus spUndtns Vicillot, 1817, Nouv. Diet. d^Hist. Nat..8: 44 (Bengal) 

' Baker, FBI No. 11. VoL 1: 33 
Plate 70, &g. 6 

LOCAL NAMZ3. KowwSf Dcsi kovwo (Hindi); Kaola (Marathi); Kagdo (Gujarati); 
/To/, kSk (Bengali); Pat kScri (Atsamrse, Nowgoag); Mendd hSki (Tclugu); J/dllS 
kSkd, Mc nij en kaidi (Tamil). 

SIZE. Pigeon -f-; length e. 43 cm (17 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A mcdium-sIzed crow: glossy black with dusky 
grey or mouse-grey nape, neck (all round), upper breast and upper ba c k . 
Forcbcad, crown and throat contrasting glossy blade. Sexes alike. Colour 
pattern similar to Jackdaw (1053), which is smaller and has whitish eyes. 

STATUS, DimuBunoN and habitat. Resident; subject to altitudinal and/or 
seasonal mo’vcmcnt in nortbem cold-winter areas; common to excesrivdy 
common locally. All India except Kerala (cf. 1050) cast and south of a 
line roughly from Hiniachal Pradesh to Xutch (induding lowlands of Nepal, 
SikHm, Bhutan and Assam); Laccadive Is. (introduced ?); East Pakistan; 
from sea coast and plains Ic^ up to c. 2100 m. Inseparable from human 
habitations; abundant to pest proportions in many urban and metropolitan 
areas. Absent or rare at small hill-stations, but quickly spreading to them 
with population growth and increased garba^ potenti^ Introduced in 
the Andamans c, the 1860s but has not become established. 

Extralimital. Arakan (Burma). Introduced and now well established in 
Zanzibar, Aden and Mauritius. 

GENERAL HABITS. A Confirmed commensal of man, almost an dement 
of his social system. Very useful as a mum'dpal scavenger and an ihdts- 
pcnsablc ally to neglect^ or incompetent sanitary administrations! In- 
telligent, inquisithT and impudently familiar, yet cxccssivdy wary and 
alert at all times, possessing an uncanny capadty for scenting and avoiding 
danger and distinguishing a harmless human fixjm one not to be trusted. 
Gregarious, sociable, clannish, cunning, and ommvorous — other essential 
qualifications for successfiil co-cxisteicc with man. Moves on the ground 
with a perky walking gdt and sidling hops, accompanied by a constant 
uneasy flicking of the wings. Normal flight vriih unhurried shallow wing- 
fiaps, straight, and with tail dosed. Much gh*ca to the same sort of aerial 
gambolling as choughs. In urban localities numbers collect at sunset on 
top of a tower or high buHding especially when a stiff wind is blowing, and 
engage in a variety of amusing and spectacular games, supplanting one 
another fiiMn some coveted %’antage-point, or vicing in fantastic aerobatics 
— shooting down through space with wings dosed or with lightning twists, 
turns and sidesliiw and somersaulting and looping-the-Ioop, tho r o u ghly 
enjoying themsdves. While commuting long distances to and from the 
f r> mTrnma1 roost, cspcdally across wide rivers, flies •very high up in the 
sky. When over its destination shoots steeply down at trem endous vdocity 
in a scries of the same remarkable aerobatic evolutions. Has ‘ traditional * 
community roosts in andcat ban>’an trees, mangro s ’ c Jungle, coconut and 
forest plantations and the like, where vast numbers, sometimes maybe 
thousands, con verge at sunset flying in a steady stream of tt ra ggl mg rabbles 
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over con5iderabIc distances from all points of the compass. Roosts commonlj' 
shared with parakeets and mynas who contribute to the deafening clamour 
that precedes sleep. The 'birds disperse before sunrise, radiating in dis- 
orderly groups each headed towards its respective scavenging ground. 
Besides intelligence and a limited capacity for seeming ratiocination, 
possesses a distinct sense of humour. Revels in puckish antics such as play- 
fully tweaking tails of other birds, or ears of sleeping cow or dog, or toes of 
flying foxes hanging on their diurnal roosting-trees, with no apparent object 
• other than to enjoy their annoyance and discomfiture! Monogamous and 
evidently pairing for life; even In non-breeding season pairs will often sit 
on a shady branch during daytime snuggled lovingly together, first one 
bird scratching the other’s lowered head then presenting its own to be 
similarly scratched by its mate, turn by turn, for ten minutes or more at a 
time. 

FOOD. All-embracing: practically everything that can be eaten. Recorded 
items include grain, groundnuts, Ihuts, flower-nectar (SalmalWf Eiythrina^ 
Butea^ Seshanlat Spathodea and others), eggs and young or sickly birds (verj^ 
destructive in heronries; systematic^ly marauds Baya nests in colonics), 
lizards, small rodents (mice, squirrels, gerbils in semi-desert areas), fish 
(stranded by receding, floods, filched from protesting fishwives* baskets or 
curing yards, or captured from near the surface while flying above water 
(Acharya, JBNHS 50: 169), insects (winged termites hawked by ungainly 
aerial sallies from roof-tops with awkward zigzags and contortions), land 
crabs {Paratelphusa) inland, fiddler crabs {Uca) on seashore, kitchen scraps, 
garbage, offal and carrion. In an intensely cultivated area in Bihar stomach 
contents of 42 birds, in addition to other matter, contained 226 insects: 

1 beneficial, 153 injurious, 72 neutral. Among them were crickets and grass- 
hoppers (Orthoptcra: Schizodactylus monstroms^ Gtyllotalpa africana^ Chrotogonus 
sp., Brachytiypes achalmus), beetles (Coleoptcra, largely Tenebrionidae and 
Scarabaeidae : Opatrum sp., GymnopUunts miliariSf Mgsomorpka villigeTt Calhar- 
sius sabaeus, Onlhophagus spinijer, Onitis distinctus and Oniticellas paUipes), also 
ants (Hymenoptera, Formicidae) and noctuid larvae (Hcterocera). Eco- 
nomic status in agricultural areas evaluated as on the whole neutral. 

VOICE and cALts. Ordinary call-note a rather shrill quah quah (or nasal 
kaan, kaan) softer than that of Jungle Crow. When resting contentedly and 
relaxed on a shady branch, soliloquizes in a rather musical kurrmr lasting 
half to one second, suggestive of the running down of a watch spring. When 
bringing up food from throat-pouch into bill for courtship feeding to female, 
a short distinctive caw; female accepts in crouching prc-copulatory posture, 
emitting a subdued kree-kree-kree and flirting her wings. In addition has a 
very large expressive and eloquent vocabulary to suit every mood and 
emotion — suspicion, alarm, anger, invitation to copulate (given by female), 
announcement of food finding, contentment, * distress * at losing mate, 
and so on. During night some roosting individuals occasionally emit a single 
drawn-out caw unlike anything heard during daytime, but somewhat 
xescmbling the courtship-feeding caw (talking in sleep? or nightmare?!). 

BREEDmo. Season^ overall March-April to July-August, chiefly 
April, May and June, but peak periods varying locally. Some birds (pro- 
bably of previous year, e. 15 or 16 months old) breed Octobcr-Dccember. 
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an untidy platform of sticks and twigs sometimes largely mixed with 
or entirely of iron wItc or hoop iron — \vith a cuplike depression in the 
centre lined with tow, coir, and other fibres. Normally placed in the fork 
of a branch at any height from 3 or 4 metres up, not colonially but some- 
times 3 or 4 nests in the same tree. Mango trees frequently selected, but 
apparently has no special preferences. Ornamental roadside trees along city 
thoroughfares freely patronized. Nests sometimes built on ledges on exterior 
of buildings. Eggs, 4 or 5, pale blue-grccn, speckled and streaked wth 
brown. Average size of 200 eggs 37*2 X 27 mm (Baker). Both sexes share 
in building the nest, incubation, and tending the young. Incubation period 
16-17 days (Lamba). Contrary to the deep-rooted popular belief, copula- 
tion takes place in the normal manner of birds (‘ treading *) either on the 
ground or a branch, or very commonly while the female is sitting on the 
nest. Copulating pairs are frequently mobbed by other crows, and there 
is good circumstantial evidence for more than occasional promiscuity in the 
mating. Nests regularly and extensively brood-parasitizwj by Koel (Eudy* 
nttTTtys scolopacea, 590). For a good account of the breeding biology of the 
House Crow see Lamba, B. S., 1963, JBNHS 60: 122-33. 

Museum Diacnosu. In worn dress the mouse-grey parts of the plumage become 
slightly paler, but never the pale cream tint found in zugmayeri. 

Juvenile. Crown, chin and throat blackish with little gloss, rest of plumage 
almost uniform deep mouse-grey, slightly glossed on mantle; practically no contrast 
between nape, ear-coverts and upper breast and rest of body plumage. Wings and 
tail as adult, but less black and less glossy. Outer rectrices less square-cut at end, 
and narrower. Postjuvenal moult of body, lesser and most or all median coverts. 

First-year birds recognized by rather browner, less glosed wings and tail, 
with narrower and more pointed (less square-ended) outer tail-feathers. In worn 
plumage wings and tail practically glossless, the feathers becoming much browner 
and usually more ragged at tips than in adult at same time of year. 

KfEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’d' 

266-284 

51-56 

' 45-51 

I62-I75 mm 

99 

252-282 

,45-50 

44^8 

154-175 mm 


(HW, SA) 

Wing d' 9 256-294 mm (CBT) 

, Weight 2 oo? 266, 280 g (SA). 2 cTtJ’ 310, 362; 5 9 9 252-304 g (Paynter). 

COLOURS OP EARE PARTS, Iris bfown. Bill black; mouth brownish slaty. Legs, 
feet and daws black. Gape in juvenile pink. 


1050. Ceylon House Grow* Coreus sptendens proUgatus Msdardsz 

Conus splendens proUgatus Madardsz, 1904, Om. Monalsb. 12: 195 
, (Mt Lavinia, W.P., Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 14, Vol. 1 : 35 

LOCAL NAMES. KtxpuUS, Kohmbo kSkd (Sinhala); Oor kikdm (Tamil); Kdikd 
Malayalam). 

SIZE. Pigeon -h; length c. 43 cm (17 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1 049, q.v. Sec-Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident: common and abundant, 
from sea coast and off-shore islets to c. 1600 m locally in the hills. Ceylon 
and Kerala. Intergrades into nominate splendens in southwestern Tamil 
Nadu, in the southern Nilgiris and Falghat Gap area. Affects lowland 
urban areas everywhere, but in Kerala especially the vicinity of the home- 
steads and copra drydng yards along the coastal backwaters. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in thc nominate form (1049). 

BREEDING. Stosonf in Ceylon May to August-September, chiefly June; 
in Kerala January to June, chiefly March to May, before the onset of the, 
SW. monsoon squalls. JV«/, eggs (c/3-5) and breeding biology as in splendens. 
Average size of 100 eggs 34*8 x 25*6 mm (Baker). As elsewhere, nests 
regularly brood-parasitized by Koel {Eudynamys scolopacea). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (1049) of thc rest of India 
in having the paler (greyish) parts much darker, presenting less contrast with rest 
of plumage. 

Juvenile and First-year, as in 1049. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

225-284 49-55 45-48 147-169 mm 

9 9 219-264 42-50 45-48 128-155 mm 

(HW, SDR, Phillips) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1049 and other races. 


1051. Maldlve House Crow. Corvus splendens maledivicus Rcichcnow 
Coma splendens maledivicus Reidicnow, 1904, Wiss. Ergcbn. Deutsch. 
Tiefsec Exped. ; 356 (Maldives) 

Not in Baker 


LOCAL NAME. KStIu (Maldlvian). 

SIZE. Pigeon -f i length e. 43 cm (1 7 in.}. 

FiELO CHARACTERS. As of 1049, q.v. Scc Afuscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident Abundant on Mal^ and 
throughout thc Maidive Archipelago excepting Addu Atoll. * Their numben 
seem to be kept in check largely by thc Kocls* cuckolding and by the 
Maldivian custom of shooting them on Friday aflemoons * (Phillips). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Not spcclflc^y recorded; 
doubtless as in the Indian bird. 

DREEDiNO. Season, between May and September, i.c. during the SW. 
monsoon (Gardiner, 1903); also December and January and probably 
throughout most of the year (Phillips). Jdesl, eggs, etc. as in splendens, 

Musztnx DiAO.NOsn. Practically idcnfical in coloxir wilh proUgatus of Ceylon. 
* Grey of nape and neck almost imperceptibly clearer in tone* (Phillips). Eye of 
faith 1 Slightly larger in size, but rubspedes equivocal. 


MEASUREMENTS 

'Ving 

3 d’d’ 262-274 

3 9 9 256-269 


BUI 

(‘culmeo*} 

50-54 

47-49 


3 LOUIU 07 BAM 7AK1. Ai in 1049 and other nca. 


Taa 

I58-I72 mm 
158-168 mm 
(Phillips) 


1052. Rook. Corvus frugilegusfrvgilegushmnatMS 

Corvus frugilegus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat, ed. 10, I: 105 (Sweden) 
Corvus frugilegus tsehusii Hartcrt, 1903, VOg. pal. Fauna 1 : 14 (Gilgit) 
Baker. FBI No. 9. Vol. 1 : 30 
' Plate 70, fig. 5 


ixjCAL NAMES. Nooc recorded. 

SIZE. House Crow + ; length c. 48 cm (19 in.). 

HELD CHAEACTERS. A glossy jct-bhck crow. Adult dislinguuhed from 
Tunule Crow by bare unfeathered face and chin, straighter and slenderer 



pointed bill, and shaggy-feathered (‘ trousered ’) thighs, particularly notice- 
able when bird walking on ground. Sexa alfte. Con- 

Young (immature), duller black with face normally feathered. Con 
fmable svith Jungle Croiv, but see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DOTRUtunoN and iiAnrTAT, Winter visitor and/or paswge mgm 
varying in abundance year to year. West Pakutan and India, m N . 
BajStan, NIV. frontier dists. (Mardan to Kohat), H^ra, 

Gilgit, Kashmir and south to the Rawalpindi plateau and Sjalkot. 

^ifor to the Punjab plains north of the Salt Range: occurs 
svala, Lahore and LyaUpur, occasionally i^t to 

f 76’E Affects cultivation round human habitauons — irrigated fields 
MmtVaf. Breeds in Europe (except the 
Mediterranean region) and a latgc part of wesUnn and 
abo in N. Africa, Egypt, Arabia, Iraq, Afghamstan, etc. (For detaiU roe 

in Ocober-November; 

March, a few immature birds (with feathered faces) "Tf 
as mid April. In svinter keeps in large fioika usually asst^ted J . 
and starlings, grubbing in ploughed and irrigated 
outskirts of totvns and cantonments. Roosts communally at mgM 
congregations in large trees and groves, like the Houre Crow, ^ 

^e^at sunset in a succession of loose flocks from all dtrecuons. The roosts 
»Te often shared by Jackdaws and House Crenvj. ... ,.,,Trr 

FOOD. Pracdcally all-embracing, but Is less of a fSeillS 

Ascertained food items in an agricultural area in West ^i^uble 

wheat and other grains, tender shoots of gram, and other vegetable 
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MH Breeding For winter range of i see text 

1 frugitfgus (1052). 2 (entroUs (RE). 


3 pailmaloT (RE) 

matter; insects: ants, gram caterpillars, cutworms, beetles, etc. (Husain & 
Bhalla, JBNHS 39: 832). 

VOICE and calls. Normal calls font, haa similar in type to the House 
Crow’s but mellower and distinctive. Also possesses a large vocabulary to 
express various emotions and situations. 

BRZEDiNa. Extralimital. AVr(, eggs and breeding biology as in the 
House Crow (1049), but nests gregariously in large colonies or rookeries. 
Musiuii Diaonosis. Adult. Chin and upper throat more or less covered with 

greyish brovm down-like leathers. Rest ofplumageglossyblaekiglossonheadpurple- 
blue, on rest of upper- and underparts purple-violet, on primaries and lateral rectnees 
greenish. Wing-formula : 2nd primary (as.) = 5th or 6th (cf. Carrion Crow, 1058). 

Juvenile. Upperparts brownish black with slight gloss on head, mantle and 
scapulars which arc more bluish less purple; underparts brownish black practically 
glossless; nasal bristles well developed; face feathered; otherwise as adulL Post- 
juvenal moult of body, lesser, median, and innermost greater coverts. 

First-year birds with face feathered; face moulted January to May, nasal 
bristles bring the last to go (HW). 


irxAsuaxsrxKrs 


cTt? 
9 V 


Wing 

301-314 

291-309 


Bill 

(from skull) 
61-65 
57-64 


Tarsus 


52-61 

50-56 


Tan 

165-177 mm 
157-180 mm 
(HW) 


Weight 1 9 131 0*. (= e. 383 g) — HW. 

COLOUBS or BABE PARTS. Iiis dark brown. BID, 1^, feet and claws black. 






1053. Jackdaw. Corzjis mmtdula monedula T.innana 

Cems iKsntitM Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. NaL, ed. 10, 1: 106 (Sweden) 

Cgrrttf iMsm a ui gii Fischer, 1811, M&xx. Soc. Nat. Moscow 1: 3 (Moscow) 
Baler, FBI No. 15, VoL 1 : 36 
Plate 70, &g. 3 

LOCAL NASO. Kicin (Kashmiri). 

SIZE. Dove; length c. 33 cm (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small slaty black crow — a passable miniature 

of House Crow in general effect — 
distinguished by a broad silvery grey 
hind-collar, rather short thick neck 
'and greyish white eyes which give it 
a distinctly ‘wall-c>'cd * look. Sejees 
■* alike. 

. In flight the short thick neck with 

a slight hump, shorter bill, quicker 
wng-bcats and fanned-out tail 
(rather pigeon-like in silhouette) 
X f. 1 distinguish it from House Crow. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoH and HABITAT. Resident and/or ^^’intcr visitor and 
passage migrant. Breeds abundantly in Kashmir (in main Srinagar valley, 
Lolab and side vallcp) normally bchs'ccn c, 1700 and 2100 m. Disperses 
after breeding, c. August, adults and young then straggling up to the higher 
margs or upland pastures above tree-line, to c. 3500 or higher. Chiefly 
winter visitor and/or passage migrant in N. Baluchistan (Quetta Valley), 
along the W. Pakistan-Afghanistan border, Chitral, Gilgit, Ladakh, Punjab; 
most abvmdant, though in variable numbers year to year, in the Rawalpindi 
and Jheium ^tricts arriving c. mid October, departing towards cad 
February or early hlarch; occasionally reaches the plains near Amritsar 
and Ambala. Frequents damp meadows and pastures, camping grounds, 
neighbourhood of cultivation and habitations (e.g. in the Vale of Kashmir) 
with ancient chenar groves and the like, and wilIo^v beds bordering the 
waterways. 

ExtralimiUd. N. Afghanistan, Russian Turkestan, Tien Shan. The species 
in several rather ill-defined races ranges widely from the Ycnisey westward 
through Siberia, W. Asia and Europe. 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarious, sodablc and inquisitive; can be both tame 
and impudent or excessively shy and alert as conditions dictate. Usually 
keeps in flocks, sometimes of huge proportions, consorting with rooks and 
other cro^s*s and star^gs to grub on damp pastureland and flooded meadows. 
Struts about with a characteristic upright carriage on its longish legs with 
the short tail held ^^’cll off the ground. Digs into the turf for food with energy 
and purpose, often while still partially blanketed by snow. Commonly in 
attendance on grazing sheep and cows or following the plough in company 
with starlings and mynas for the insects and grubs turned up with the 
soiL Roosts communally in hollow tree-trunks, holes in old houses and walls 
— also in willow-beds and groves of andent trees, ofren sharing these wth 
House Crows. In winter enormous close-packed hordes, looking in the 
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distance like douds, commute very long distances daily to and from their 
outlying feeding grounds shortly b^orc sunrise and at sunset, these specta- 
cular mass flights being one of the sights of Srinagar town during the winter 
months. Flight less Icisurcly-Iobking than House Cro>v*s, and with quicker 
wing-flaps. 

FOOD. Insects, Iar%*ac, slugs, worms, small frogs, small fruits, cereal grains, 
and occasionally eggs and nestlings of small birds. Feeds mostly on ground; 
flying insects (winged ants, termites) sometimes captured in the air, fly- 
catcher style, by awkward vertical leaps and volplaning back to perch, like 
a bulbul or starling; also takes crumbs and untidy picnickers* lea\'ings. 
Is more or less omnivorous, but less of a towm scavenger and normally also 
avoids carrion. 

VOICE and calls. A single note chock or jack or kwai, softer and more 
musical than other crou-s*; sometimes varied by quick repetition or in difier- 
ent kej-s. 

BREEDING. SeosoTt, in Kashmir April to June, principally May. jiUt 
an untidy collection of sticks and twigs lined wool, rags, hair, grass 
and other rubbish. Built in roo6 of houses or in holes in v.alls, ruined build- 
ings, earth difls, etc., or in hollo>N*s in trunks and boughs of ancient chenar 
{Plalams) and suchlike trees; sometimes several nests in the same tree. In 
smaller holes the sticks arc dispensed srith, only the softer materials used. 
EggSi 4 to 6 (rarely 7), pale bluish sea-green, sparsely speckled and spotted 
vkith dark brown and purple. Average size of 55 Kashmir eggs 35* 1 X 24*8 
mm (BBO). Both sexes take part in building the nest and feeding the young. 
Incubation by both sexes but apparently mostly by female. Incubation 
period re«irded as 17—18 days. The birds evidently pair for hfe; even when 
in flocks during non-breeding season p^rs often keep and forage together. 

Museum Diacnoss. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc, cjL 

Juvenile. Like adult, but body plumage dull dark brosm; little gloss on lesser 
and median coverts, and less gloss on rest of wings and tail ; flight-fcatbers browner. 

First-year birds distinguished by less gloss on winp and tsul and brov>*ncr 
flight-feathers, especially when w‘om; hind-collar usually not prominent (HW)* 

KEASUREMEKn 

IVing Bni Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 230-250 32-34 r. 44 c. 135 mm 

(Baker) 

Wright 1 o' 265; 1 9 235 g (Pa>*nter). 

cotouas or bake parts. Iris pale greyish white. Bill, legs, feet and claws black. 

CORVXS UACROUn'NCHOS WaglcT 

The raca of thejunglc Crow within our limits show rather unsatisfactory and cliaal 
distinctions. 'There b a gradual intergr a dation from a small-bnied bird in Ceylon to 
large birds with comparatively small bUb in the Himalayas and a medhim-sized bird 
with ttoul deeply bowed bill in Bengal. Examples can seldom be confidently acigned 
to a particular race without knowledge of their provenance. Individual variation 
IS great, and responsible for the lengthy discussions and di v er g ent conriusions reached 
by earlier authors. Eastward, in the Australasian Region, confusion b still more 
confound ed| However, C. r. fetrrgy JI sr and C. ru JiJrtsjuirxrtx of the higher Himalayas 
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arc our largest birds, while C. m. adnmaiost especially from the aouthemmost part 
of the Peninsula and Ceylon, b the smaUesLC.m. UTcilleoixi of Bengal, Assam and the 
Andamans b intermediate in size and has, moreover, a heavy deeply bowed raven- 
like bilL (For a dbeussion of the Indian races sec 4Vhistlcr Sc Kinnear, 1932, JBNHS 
35: 510-13; of the Burmese-Javanese forms Mayr, E., 1940, Ihui 694-5.) 

Cf. also Vaurie, a, 1959, 2: 168-70. 

Key Co the Subspecies 

Page 

A Wing<?9 320-380mm;bniverylargeaiidravea-likc 

C. m. tihetesirMsis 256 

B Wing o' 9 280-335 mm; bill stout and more arched; plumage more 

glossy black C. cl UreiUerJii 254 

C Wing o' 9 292-378 mm; bill comparatively weak; plumage dull 

greyish black C. m. htiemedita 252 

D Wing 260-319 mm; bill strong, plumage black and glossy 

.C. m. adndr^bu 256 


1054. Himalayan Jangle Crow. Corvus macrorhjnckos inUrmedius Adams 

CoTTeis vitenrxduis Adams, 1859, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 171 
(Kashmir, Dagdiai and Simla, re stri cted to Kashmir by Stresemann, 1916, 
Verb. Om. Gcs. Bayern 12: 282) 

Baker, FBI No. 7, Vol. 1 : 28 

LOCAL NAStES. KdVy Dixo kdsy PenUolkas (Kashmiri); JTdJt (Paharia). 

SIZE, House Crow -f- ; length c. 50 cm (20 in.). 

field characters. A large uniformly black crow %vith metallic purplish 
sheen and heavy black bill. Sexes alike. 



X r. I 


Caw deeper and hoarser than House Crow's or of Jungle Crow of the 
plains (cuformahtr) — more raven-like. In ovahead flight tail dbtinctly 
wedge-shaped in thb race. Indbtingubhable from Carrion Crow unless in 
the band. Sec Museum Diagnosis, 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident, with slight summer-winter 
altitudinal mo\*cincnts. West Pakistan and India from Baluchistan north 
through NW. frontier area and eastward along the Himalay*as from GHpt, 
Chitral and Kashmir through Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal, Kumaon, 
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Cofvui tnacrorhynchos 



• cvtminatus (1057) leDaiUantii (1055) 

iibetosinmsis (1056) IllUlUfl vtlemedias (1054) 



Nepal, Daijecling dist. (W. Bengal), Silddm and Bhutan^, between e. 1800 
and 4500 m. Affects oaWbododendron-conifer forest biotope keeping 
around upland hamlets up to tree-line, and shepherds* encampments and 
alpine pastures beyond. Recorded following Everest climbers up to their 
camp at 6400 m (Kingston, JBNHS 32: 320). 

Extralimital. Adjacent Afghanistan (Safed Koh and Kafiristan) to southern 
Tadzhikistan and southern Transcaspia; reportedly also to eastern Iran in 
the Paropamisus and Selstan (Vaurie). 

OSNERAL HABITS. Largely as in 1 057, q.v., but is pre-eminently a mountain 
bird hence with consequential peculiarities. In summer follows herds of 
goats and sheep driven to upland pastures, and accompanies traders* 
caravans to the highest Himalayan passes. Small parties, sometimes 
larger flocks of up to 50 birds or so, associate with choughs at the higher 
altitudes. Like them is exp-emely fond of gambolling high up in the air 
over deep valleys, switchhacking and gliding on outspread motionless 
wings (tips upturned), tumbling, side-slipping, nose-diving and zooming 
effortlessly upward again, taking full advantage of every wind-current and 
eddy. Pairs or trios will often perform a variety of other spcctacular'aerx>- 
batics — * formation-flying *, one bird slightly behind another or wing- 
tip to wng-tip, wheeling and banking in unison with sudden twists and 
turns; this even in the coldest weather and all purely for fun. Is quite at 

> Birds Crom NE. Nepd (Kinunbu), and jprenunably the Sii:kim*Daijeeling area, are 
Intermediate between intewudita and Hbitasvwuisi those from NW. Bhutan tend more 
towarda tihttomruit. 
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home in deep snow even in mid winter, c.g. at Gulmarg (Kashmir) e. 3000 
m, scrounging round restaurants and ski-ing huts etc. and then very tame, 
feeding almost from the hand. ' 

FOOD. As in 1057, all-embracing; both animal and vegetable matter. 
VOICE and calls. Markedly deeper and hoarser than oi culmhuitiis of the 
plains; guttural and rather raven-like. Rendered by Whistler as ktlpt help^ 
help! When sitting completely relaxed, utters a peculiar kmedk in the nature 
of a soliloquy, as of a hollow bamboo dratvn across the wooden spokes of 
a wheel (or like a wooden rattle) with many amusing variations but all 
of same tone quality (SA). 

BREEDiNo. Season^ March to May, chiefly April and May. Nest, as in 
1057, of sticks thickly lined with wool and hair placed 7 to 18 m up in a 
poplar, deodar or similar tree at edge of forest; usually up to c. 3000 m 
altitude, rarely even to 4000 m. Eggs (c/4 or 5) as in 1057. Average size of 
14 K as hm i r eggs 42*5 X 29*7 mm (BBO), Breeding biology as in 1057. 

Museum Diaonocs. A Urge bird with comparativdy weak bill. Plumage com- 
paratively dull greyish black with little gloss on hindn^ and underparts. Base of 
nape-feathers usually whiter than in the other forms. Nasal plumes well developed 
but at base ofculmen, in centre, rather short and all lying parallel (c£ Carrion Ciw, 
1058). Throat hackles moderateand not reaching pectoral re^on (cf. Carrion Crow). 
Nape and pectoral region silky and glossless. 

MEASUREUENT8 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

o'er 311-378 54-73 53-62(65) 194-242 mm 

9 9 292-343 54-65 ' 51-59 174-224 mm 

* (HW, Stresem&nn, SA) 

Weight 7 cic?» 460-582; 10 9 9 392-495 g (RAP), 

OOLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1057. 

1055. Eastern Jangle Crow. Corvus macrorhynchos lexmllarttli I^esson 
Comis Utaillantii Lesson, 1831, Traits cTOm.: 328 (Bengal) 

Corpus ondamanensis Tytler Beavan, 1866, Ibis: 420 (Port Blair, Andamans) 
Baker, FBI Nos. 5 & 8, Vol. 1 : 27, 29 

LOCAL NAMES. Kdgh (Bihar); DSnd kik, Jdngli kounvd (Bengali); K6k soriii, 
Jdngla kdk sorSi (Assamese); Dhora kaori (Assam, Nowgong); Hagram dao-kdk 
(Cachari) ; Innn kSk (Kacha Naga); Vo ksk (Kuki) ; ICudk (Mazilpur). 
sizEv House Crow -f - ; length c. 48 cm (19 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Ai of 1054 and 1057. A large glistening jet-black 
crow with heavy black bill. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, with slight local altitudinal 
movements. Eastern India in W. Bengal, lowlands of SW. Bhutan, Assam, 
Nagaland, Manipur; also E. Pakistan and Andaman Islands. Plains, duan 
and foothills, normally up to c. 1000 m (Gangtok, c* 1850 m). A specimen 
from eastern Nepal tcrai (Fleming, JBNHS 65: 330). Affects a forest 
biotope — outskirts of forest villages and outlying hamlets, as well as of 
towns and cities. 




Above, C. m. eulmnatus (10571 
Below, C. m. IrviUantii {1055} 

X r. 1 

Extralimital. Burma, northern Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and CALLS. Largely as in 1057, q.v. A 
deep, heavy caw, less hoarse or * wooden * than of Himalayan birds but of 
a markedly different * dialect * from Indian culminatus (1057). Call of Afani- 
pur birds noted as *a short, quick-repeated distinctly nasal quink, quSnk, 
etc. reminiscent of Walt Disney’s Donald Duck! * (SA). 

BREEDDJo. Season, overall November to April in W, Bengal, Assam and* 
E. Pakistan, chiefly January to March. Nest, eggs and breeding biology as 
in the peninsular form culminatus (1057). 

Museum Diaonoo. A large bird with a markedly heavy, deeply-bowed bill. 
Plumage deeper, and more glossy black than in other forms. Base of nape-fealhen 
dusky grey (darker than in intermedsas). 


KEASURZMZKTS (Bengal) 
Wing 

BOl 

Tarrm 

Tail 

303-335 

(from iktill) 
61-69 

5S-59 

181-197 mm 

9 9 280-329 

55-65 

53-57 

165-192 mm 



(H3V, RAP) 
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1056. Tibetan Jangle Crow. Corpus macrorhynchos tibetosxrunsis 
KJeinschmidt & Wcigold 

Conus maetorfyrubus tibetosinensis Klrinschmldt & Wcigold, 1922, Abh. Bcr. 
Zool. Mus. Dresden 15 (3): 2 (Southeast Tibet in the SiCm region) 

Cf, Ali, Siiim & Ripley, S. D., JS^48, JBNHS 48; 36-7 
Not in Baker FBI 


LOCAL NAMES. Uldk, Old (BhuUncsc); Ulakpko (Lepcha). 

SIZE. House Crow -j- ; length c, 50 cm (20 in.). 

FIELP CHARACTERS. As of 1054: 3 large uniformly jet-black crow with 
heavy black bill, deep hoarse raven-like caw and rather wedge-shaped tail 
in overhead flight, similar to inUrmedius (1054), q.v. Sexes alike. See 
Museum Diagnosis. , . j. , 

STATUS, pisTRjBUTiON and HABITAT. Resident, wilh some amtudmal 
movements: N. Sikkim, N. Bhutan’ and NEFA in the Mishmi Hills. A high- 
elevation form met with up to c. 3B00 m. Aflects forested upltuids chiefly 
around clearings, yak pastures and habitation. 

ExtralimUat. SE. Tibet adjoining NEFA, Ningsia (Ala Shan), Kansu 
and Tsinghai, south through Sikang and mountains of W. Szechuan to 
N. Yumian, NE. Burma (Vaurie). 

cENERAi, HABITS, TOGO, VOICE and CALLS. Eikc thc wcstCCT mountain 
form inltrmidius (1054) iri its aerobatics etc.; like it also has a much hoarser, 
deeper and more ‘ wooden ’ call than culminatus of the plains. 

BREEDiNO. Not recorded within our limits. Doubtless as in 1054. 

Museum DiAONOsrs. Plumase very black and glossy; bases of nape-Iealheta 
from grey to dusky. Bill large and raven-like, totally diflcrent from intmiilus. 


UBASUaeUEHTS 

Wing 

BiU 

Tanus 

Tail 

6 d’o’ 

325-380 

(from jkull) 
69-73 

62 

201-260 mm 

12 9 V 

320-341 

60-67 

(1 msd) 
57-59 

IB6-240 mm 



(4 imd) 



(Rhf, SDR, BB, SA) 


Height of bill 21-26 mra (Vaurie) 

Weight 4 (J'ri' 560-650 ; 7 9 9 450-565 g (SA. BB). 
COLOURS or UKStx PABTs. As in 1057 and thc other races. 


1057. Indian Jungle Crow. Comer uiarrar^Aereii/miM/ur Sykes 

Ccmis culncnetui Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool, Soc. loniloo: 06 
(XTukhun — Ptx)ns oiir Whhder & Kinnear, 1932, JBNHS 35: 512) 

Baker, FBI No. 6. Vol. 1 : 28 
PUte 70. fig. 7 ■ 

LOCAL MAMZS. KSlS kwraj, FiMrl temci, Jistti loertrf (Hindi) ; Wjk 
Dim kadi (hfsrsthi); CMriUgis (GujsraU) ; Mild lUI (Telugu) ; 

Kerun IMii (Tamil) ; Teaitii UM, yrlikaUd (Malsyslsm) ; Ktla, KefM (SmhaJa) ; 
rsU, KSiia {Tama, Oylon). 


Weight 3 ej’e}' 554-626; 9 9 9 419-566 g (Payn(er). 
COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 1057. 


» See footeote p. 2S5. 
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House Crov/ length c. 48 cm (19 in.). 

field chasacters. a unifonnly glossy jet-black crow with a heavy 
black bill and deep guttural voice. Sexes alike. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTWBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident. The Gangctic Plain, all 
peninsular India south to Kanyakumari, and Ceylon; from the sea coast 
up to c, 2000 m in Ceylon and c. 2300 m in S. India (Nilgiris — breeding). 
Virtually absent from desert and semi-desert areas west of Delhi. Affects 
well-wo^ed country, outskirts of forest villages and hamlets, as well as of 
towns and cities. 

OENERAi. HABITS. Lcss gicg a rious and sodable than House Crow, 
usually keeping sii^ly or in pairs and small scattered parties; occasionally 
larger gatherings where food abundant. Chiefly a rural bird but everywhere 
being increasingly lured into urban surroundings and commensalism with 
man by prospects of profitable scavenging. Lcss sophisticated, cunrung or 
alert than House Crow, but curious and inquisitive as rest of family, and as 
audacious on occasion. Is a regular marauder of birds* nests, and often 
becomes a serious menace to poultry keepers as chicken-lifter, especially so 
when rearing its own ncst-young. Serves as a useful indicator to sportsmen 
and vultures of the presence of tiger- or panther kills hidden within forest. 
Has the usual evening and morning flights to and from communal roosts 
which are often shared with House Crows, mynas and other birds. In 
keeping with family tradition collects in disorderly rabbles to * weep * 
noisily over brethren who have come to grief. Frequently indulges in 
puckish pranks, apparently wth no object other than fun, such as sur- 
reptitiously uveaking its fellows’ wing-tips or toes, or a sleeping dog’s tail, 
and enjoys chivvying and annoying birds of prey and any other creatures 
that can be subjected to such indignity. Normal flight like House Crow’s, 
svith deliberate rather shallow wing-beats. Acrobatics, chiefly in the hilly 
districts, less frequent and less spcctacxilar than in its Himalayan congeners, 
qq.v. Peculiar short flights commonly observed with neck outstretched, 
wings held vertically back to back above body level, only their rips flapping 
through a small arc, the bird cawing the while in a high-pitched key. The 
significance of this behaviour not properly understood, 

FOOD. Practically all-cmbradng: animal as well as vegetable matter. 
Items recorded include carrion (from animal carcasses and audaciously 
filched from vulture nest-young regardless of protesting parents) ; garbage 
and offal; birds* eggs, young and sickly birds, chicks of poultry; rats, mice, 
squirrels; lizards {Calotet\ and frogs; land and sand crabs {ParaUlphusa and 
O^ode) \ centipedes; insects [dung and other beetles, locusts, grasshoppers, 
moths, ants (Cam^ono/uj), winged termites clumsily hawked in air, s^varming 
caterpillan, etc.]. Wild and orchard fruits; cereal grains {Sorghumy Oryta^ 
Pmnfrrtirm, Tri/teum, etc.), entire cobs often wrenched off; groundnuts 
{Arachis) dug up from fields; flower-nectar and petals (5a/ma/w, Bombax, 
E^iArina, Butea, GrevilUa, Spaihodea, etc,). 

VOICE and calls. More raucous and guttural than House Crow’s, 
and dbtinct in * dialect ’ from that of the mountain-inhabiring forms inter- 
tjuim and tibetosineruu: less hoarse and ‘wooden*. Uke House Crow 
has a wide vocabulary expressive of various moods and situations (over 
10 distinct calls noted). ^Vhen completely relaxed and resting on a shady 
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1058. Eastern Carrion Crow. Cemts eorone orimtdis Eversmann 
Cemu erwitelis Evemnann, 1641, Add. Pallas Zoogr. 2: 7 
(Naryn R., Turkestan) 

Baker, FBI No, 4, Vol.l:24 
Plate 70, fig, 8 

LOCAL KAHU. KolSgh (Penian); others same as for Jungle Crow (1054) where 
applicable. 

SIZE. House Crow length e. 47 cm (18J in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A giossy jct-black crow, indistinguishable from 
Jungle Crow imless in the hand. Sexes alike. See Distribution and Museum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and/or -winter risitor in 
small numbers; from c. 2400 to 3600 m. N. Baluchistan (Quetta, winter; 
Shinghar and Takht-i-Sulciman, breeding), NW. frontier districts (upper 
Kurrara Valley, breeding; Bannu, printer), Gilgit (breeding), Ladakh 
(breeding in Indus Valley from c. KargU to Himis, and side valley's — 
Shingo, Sum), Baltistan (Braidu Valley and Shigar, winter; possibly 
breeding), Kashmir north of main Himalayan Range (winter; breeding?). 
Affects rather open barren country with patches of irrigated cultivation 
and chilghoza pine and alpine forest; often keeping near nomadic encamp- 
ments and upland habitations. 

Extralimital. Siberia from the Ycniscy to Anadyr and from Kashgaria, 
Afghanistan and E. Turkestan through N. Mongolia to China and N, 
Viemam. (For details sec Vauric, 1959, 2; 171-2.) It is the breeding crow 
of roost parts of Afghanistan, hybridizing with Hooded Crow (1058a) in 
a zone along the northwestern border of the country (Paludan, 1959). 
The spcdcs, in other races, has a wide range in Europe cast of e. 10*E., 
cxdusi^'c ofScandinaria. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually shy and unobtrusive, keeping in pairs and 
feeding around upland settlements and cultivation, and traders’ and 
nomadic shepherds* encampments. 

FOOD. More or less omnivorous as other crows. Ascertained items indude 
barley, maize, insects, caterpillars and other larvae. 

VOICE and calls. Very different to that of Jungle Crow: harsher and 
more raven-like in comparison. WTien bird resting and rdaxed, said to 
utter another, softer, note ‘ in meditative fashion ’. 

BREEDiNo. Seasen (in N. Baluchistan c. 2500 and Ladakh c. 3300 m) 
April-May. AVrf, of typical crow pattern, a platform of sticks and twigs 
mixed with’ a little earth, lined with hair, wool and sometimes a few feathers; 
built c. 8-10 metres up in ckilghoza pine {Pvasgererdicrji), chenar (Ffateaj), 
willow or jxjplar trees usually growing near habitations. Eggs, 4 or 5, in- 
distinguishable from Jungle Crow’s (1057). Average size of 21 Ladakh 
eggs 42*5 X 28*1 mm (BBO). For bionomics and breeding biology etc., 
of the slightly smaller noimnate race, sec Wthcrby% 1938, 1 : 14—17. 

Mcsru« DiACNons. Gloss much as in Jungle Crow (1054) butvariablcoa body; 
oa the whole less glossy. Throat more violet-blue g rp gn wh blue. Bill maTT<-T 
and weaker than Jungle Crow’s and lacking the rounded ardi to the culmcn vdudi 
grro it that heavy appearance. Nasal plumes wtil drrdoped, these at base cf culmca 
indlsed to cross o\*cr from each side of the centre (efr Jungle Crow). Base of cape- 
feathers pale grey but variable. Hackles of throat moderate and extending to pectoral 
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branch emits, in the nature of a soliloquy, some curious soft and amusing 
gurgling chuckles and short -musical croaks kca-hdk . . . kac-kdk etc,, or 
just a single kaa^ from time to time, head lowered neck stretched horizontally, 
bill open, and throat puffed >vith the feathers standing away. The wing- 
tips stick out in a point behind rump, and the tail bobs deeply at each call. 
These vocalizations arc responded to by mate nearby with short undertone 
croaks with throat puffed and a peculiar retching motion. This chiefly 
svith approaching breeding season. ' 

BREEDING. Scoson, ovcTall Fcbruar>' to June \’arying locally; chiefly 
March-April in northern India, earlier in the south; 'in Ceylon April to 
September, "chiefly May to July. A'rrf, a platform of sticks and t\rigs with 
a neat central cup, c. 15-18 cm in diameter and 10-14 cm deep, lined with 
coir, tow, hair or wool. Placed 7 to 10 metres up in a forking branch or 
crotch in a mango, casuarina, Millinglmiat shcesham or suchlike large 
tree (sometimes in the head of a coconut or palmjra palm) growing on the 
outskirts of habitation. Eggs, 3 to 5, similar to those of House Crow but 
larger: pale blue-green speckled and streaked with brown. Average size 
of 60 eggs 38 X 28*1 mm (Baker). Both sexes partake in building the nest, 
incubation and tending the young though major share in incubation believed 
to be female’s; period 17-19 days, normally 18; young fledge and leave 
nest in 3 or 4 weeks. (For more details of breeding biology sec Lamba, 
B. S., 1965, JBNHS 62: 425-33.) Nests commonly brood-parasitized by 
Kocl {Eudynamjs scohpccea, 590) though less frequently than House Crow’s. 
Nine koels’ eggs recorded in a single nest along with 4 of the owner’s (Jones, 
JBNHS 24: 370). 

Museum Diagnosis. A small bird with a comparatively strong bill. Plumage 
black and glossy. Base of nape-feathers dusky. 

First-year birds retain shorter (browner) wings and tail umnoulted from 
jm'cnal plumage. No difference in size of hill and tania, hut age for -age female 
smaller in all measurements,. 

MEASUBEUENTS 

\Mng Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

cJ'd’ 273-319 55-67 49-59 156-189 mm 

$ 9 260-301 52-63 49-55 147-183 mm 

(mV, SA) 

WdgHt 3 oo? 320-352 g (SA). 

colours op bare parts. Adult. Iris brown. Bill black; mouth slaty black. 
Fledgling. Iris bluish grey (like jackdaw’s). Gape, baldish chin, and mouth pink; 
tongue blotched with black. 

CoRvus CORONE Liimacus 
Key to the Subspecies 


Plumage all black C. c. onentclis 

Plumage contrasting drab-grey and black C.c, sharpii 
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region (cpn/rc Jungle Crow). Second primary (as.) =* 6/7 (cf. Rook, 1052). Outer 
rectrices rather graduated. 

Juvenile. Glossy black of adult replaced by dull blacldsh brown. Body plu- 
mage, lesser and median coverts, wings and tail slightly less glossy than in adult, 
but the distinction increased by wear when wings and tail also distinedy browner; 
outer rectrices narrower and more pointed. 

MZAXUREMZtns 




tVing 

Em 

(from skull) 

Tail 

Siberia 

10 

o’? 

345-366 

59-69 

200-218 mm 
(Vaurie) 

Afghanistan 

1 

cP 

345 

55 

206 mm 

4 

9 9 

320-335 

48-52 

195-203 mm 


(Paludan) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs, feet and claws black. 

1058a. Eastern Hooded Crow. Corcus eorone sharpii Oates 

Cenrjs sharpii Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. India, Bds. 1 : 20 
(* Siberia, Turkestan, Afghanistan and a portion of India *. 

T>*pe from Mardan, Punjab, cide -ncchurst, 1926, JBNHS 31 : 93) 

Baker. FBI No. 10, Vol. 1 : 32 
Plate 70, fig. 9 

LOCAL NASfEs. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. House Crow -f-; length c. 47 cm (181 in.). 

FIELD characters. Unmistakable \rith any other crow by its pale drab- 
grey mantle and underparts. Head, ss-ings, tail and rest of plumage glossy 
black, the crow-n contrasting sharply ssith grey hindncck. Sates alike. See 
Distribution and Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rather uncommon but regular svintcr 
STsitor, arri\-ing about November, departing by end March. N\V. frontier 
districts of W. Pakistan (Peshaw-ar, Mardan, Hazara, Bannu, Kohat). 
Also Gilgit, Ladakh, Baltistan, Kashmir (rare); between c. 2000 to 3500 m. 
Affects open barren country w-ith patches ofirrigated cultivation and upland 
habitations. 

Extralurdlal. Breeds in wratem Siberia from the Urals to Yenisey R. and 
Lake Baikal and to W. and N. Iran, N. Afghanistan, W. Turkestan. Winters 
also in S. Afghanistan, N. Baluchistan (?), S. and E. Iran, etc, (For details 
see Vaurie, 1959, 2: 172-3.) Hybridizes with Carrion Crow (1058) in a 
zone along the northwestern border of Afghanistan (Paludan 1959). 

CENBRAI. HABITS. Very like Carrion Crow’s. Keeps in pairs or small 
parties, often in association with it and svith rooks, but prefers the wilder 
more open parts, 

FOOD. Vaned, comprising both animal and vegetable matter — insects, 
maize, barley, etc. 

VOICE and cuas. Doubtfully distinguishable fr o m Carrion Crow’s, 

BREEDINO. E«ralimitaL Largely as 1058. 
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NIuseum OiACKOsxs. Nasal plumes (black) well developed and, as in Carrion 
Crow (q.v.) inclined to cross over ciilmen from either side of its base. Whole head, 
neck, central part of upper breast, throat, under \N'ing-covcrts and thighs 

black, more or less glossy; upper tail-coverts black mbced with grej*. Rest of plumage 
drab-grc)*; shafts of feathers of upperparts black, of undeiparts brmvn. Gloss on 
crown and throat purple-blue as also on lesser, median, and greater coverts and 
secondaries; gloss on primary-coverts and primaries greenish, on tail purplish blue, 
the laterals more greenish. Structure and wing-formula (2 = 6/7) as in Carrion 
Crow. 

Juvenile. likeadult but head, throat and upper breast dark bro^^m; thedntb- 
grey of adult slightly paler and less pure; thighs sooty. Postjuvenal moult of body, 
and lesser and median coverts. 

First-year bird hardly distinguishable from adult; but when wings les 
glossy and browner. 

UaAStmZUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

cTV 320-340 47-54 c. 55 r. 200 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris brown. Bill, legs, feet and c]a\%*s black. 

CoR\'us CORAX Linnaeus 
Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A Plumage wholly black 

1 Wing cP 9 400-450; bill c. 70 mm; throat hackles short and 

pointed C. e. subcorax 262 

2 Wing o' 9 450-400 mm; bill e. 80 mm; throat hackles long and 

blunt C. e. tibetanus 264 

B Plumage brown on neck, upper back and scapulars; u-ing o' 9 c. 360- 

415 mm C.c. rvftcoUu 265 
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Stragglers recorded from Vidarbha in Maharashtra (D’Abrcu, JBNHS 
38: 95) and Mhow m-Madh)'a Pradesh (Briggs, ibid. 35: 382). Affects the 
\’idnity of towns and villages as well as outlying hamlets and nomadic 
herders* settlements in desert and semi-desert canal areas, 

ExtralimilaL Afghanistan and Iran to Syria, Israel and Jordan; Kash- 
garia and W, Turkestan plains to Transcaspia and Dzungaria. (For details 
sec Vauric, 1959, 2; 176-7.) 

GENERAL HABITS. Lcss social and gregarious than Rook or House Crow. 
Usually seen in pairs, but fair numbers will collect where an abundance of 
food attracts. Commonly joins kites, neophrons and other vultures to feast 
on animal carcasses. Feeds chiefly on the ground, stalking about with a 
rather waddling gait or moving in clumsy loping hops. Is curious and in- 
quisitive as other crows and ^^’a^y and suspicious, but can be bold and 
audadous on opportunity. Quite tame in out-of-the-way desert habitations 
and along caravan routes, scrounging for scraps around the nomadic en- 
campments in close' proximity of the occupants. Has communal roosts in 
selected trees often shared with kites and house cro\>-s (on old buildings or 
even the ground in desert tracts) at which considerable numbers ^rill con- 
gregate at sunset, flighting in twos and threes from various directions. Flight 
strong and direct, the slilT \ring-quiUs producing a peculiar creaking noise 
well likened to the rustic of a silk dress. Occasionally pairs or small parties 
rise aloft on thermals to drde on motionless wings and disport themselves 
in remarkable acrobatics. Monogamous, pairing for life, and exceptionally 
long-lived (one in capii%'ity authenticated to be over 70 years old). 

FOOD. All embracing: animal as well as vegetable matter — carrion, 
eggs and young or sickly birds, small mammals, lizards, fish (left high and 
dr)» by receding floods), frogs, insects (locusts, grasshoppers, ants, gram 
caterpillars, cutworms, beetles and lars'ac recorded); ripening fruits and 
cereal grains; kitchen scraps and refuse. 

VOICE and calls. A deep, hoarse, frequently uttered pruk, pruk reminiscent 
of a wooden cow-bcll. Like other cro\%*s has a large vocabulary of variants 
to express different situations, some caffs quite p/casing and musical. 

BREEDING. Seosott^ Dcccmbcr to March, chiefly February. AVst, a platform 
of sticks as in 1060, placed near the top of a solitary' tree {Datbfrgia, Acaeie^ 
Pror?^is, Tcmcrix or other) standing in a field; also in gardens and along 
roadsides. Not colonhal. In semi-desert often in stunted trees hardly more 
than 3 or 4 metres high. Nests also built near tops of rock- or earth cliffs; 
in many cases the same site used year after year. Unconventional sites such 
as the platform of a railway signal tower and iron girders of a railway bridge 
have been recorded. c/4-6, as in 1060. Av*cragc size of 100 eggs 50*7 
X 33*6 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in all the domestic chores. In- 
cubation period said to be 17-18 da>3 but requires confirmation. 

hfuszuM Diacsoss. ^\’hoIc plumage steely blue-black, becoming somcvhai 
brownish on nape, mantle and throat w-iih wear; then separable from rjficcUu 
(1061) b>* larger size. Bases ofnape-feathen grc>'. Throat hackles shorter and sharply 
pointed r. long and blunt in the larger subspecies ubtUn'us (1060). Nasal bristles 
well des'cloped. 2nd primary (as.) *= 5 '6. 

First-year birds, especially when worn, ha\*c broN^ner vings and tall, and less 
glcas. 
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1059 . Punjab Ra\*en. Cornu forex n/Jeerax Severtzov 

Corw jclcwflx Set'cmov, J872, Vertik, Turkest Zblwtn.: 115 
(NW. and SE. Tmkesian) 

Cornu LaumcH Hume, 1873; Lahore to Yarkand: 235 (Punjab) 

Baker. FBI No. 1, Vol. 1:21 
Plate 70, fig. II 

LOCAL NAMES. Donkdk (Hindi): Doda kaang (Punjab); Tckrohisng (U, Sind) 
SIZE. Kite -f; length c. 69 cm (27 in.). 

^ mu> CHARACTERS. An enlarged hcav>’ replica of Jungle Crow : glistening 
jet-black with massive bill and hoarse wooden bcll-likc caw. Sc.xes alike. 




Above, C. eerax nlecrex (1059) 
Below, C. ccrore erientaHs (1058) 
X e, 1 


In flight large size, peculiar creaking noise of sving-quills and u-edge- 
shaped outline of tail very striking. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Locally resident (breeding) and/or 
winter \dsilor in variable numbers. N. Baluchistan (Quetta Valley), Sind 
Qaeobabad — abundant, Khairpur, ^awabshah, Sukkur, Thar Kirkar 
districts, Khirthar Range*), Punjab (Bahawalpur, Hissar, Ludhiana, 
Batala dists., Salt Range and foot of outer Himalayas up to c. 600 m, only 
occasionally higher*), NW. frontier districts (Kohat, Rawalpindi, Peshawar), 
W. Rajasthan (Jaisalmcr, Jodhpur, Bikaner dists., Sambhar Lake, Ajmer), 
Delhi (occasional, rare), Kutch (borders of Great and Little Ranns), 

*SeeEatcs. K. R., 1939, *Thc Dhtribulion andNidification ofthc Indian (Punjab) Raven 
(CwTui evtox leuteneri Hume) in Sind.' JBNHS 40: 747-50. 

•There is apparcnily a wide gap in the dbtribution of ihb subspecies and tiif lotus (1060) 
between the outer and main Himalaj'an ranges, which includes all Kashmir proper. 
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MEASURESfENTS 

Wing 

. CORVIDAE 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

Tail 


c?o' 

419-448 

66-74 

(depth at angle, 25-27) 




99 

399-430 



(HW) 

2 

o’d' 

420, 448 

74, 78 

65(1) 

229,242 mm 

2 

9 9 

410, 413 

69, 74 

62(1) 

220, 223 mm 
(SA) 


Weight o'er 2 lb. io2 lb. 2 oi. (c. 907-964 g); Q 9 I lb. 12 oz. to I lb. 14 or. 
(c. 794-850 g): heaviest bird out ofc. fifly 2 lb. 5 oz. (1049 g) — Hume. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iiis brown. Bill, legs, feel and clans black. 


1060. Tibet Raven. Conus corax tibftanus Hod^on 

Comu Tibetanus Hodgson, IB4P, Ann. Msg. Nat. Hist. 3: 203 (Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 2, Vol. 1:23. 

LOCAL NAsiES. jWIfl uiik, PfioTo Of Oto (Tibetan); Boltn kSe (Kashmiri); Fere/ 
(Z^huli), 

SIZE. Kite -f ; length r. 71 cm (28 in.). 

FIELD cHARAcn-ERs. As of 1059: a large, heavy jct-bl.ack high-altitude 
crow with a massive hill. Sc.xcs alike. In overhead flight the wing-quilli 
look slate coloured, conlr.isting strongly with the jct-blaek under wng- 
covcris. 

STATUS, DisTRinuTiON and iiAWTAT. A hign-ahilmle, essentially traru- 
form norma]ly rcsidcul bclnccn e. 4000 and 5000 m in typitf^ 
Tibetan plateau facies or the transition zone. May descend south of the main 
axis to e. 3000 m in c.xccplionally severe winters. Kidakh (specially numerous 
round Lch), Balthian, Spiti, Lahul, Garhwal, Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA. 
Recorded try (he First Mf Everest ETped/fion round their Camp 3 M 
r, 6400 ni (Hingston, JBNHS 32: 320). Affects dry' rocky desert country 
abo%T tree-line. 

ExtralinUat. Pamirs, /Mtai, Tien Shan, E. Bokhara, Tibet to Kaniu, 
mountains of C. Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS. Morc or Icss as ill 1069 with some difTcrcnccs con- 
sequential to high mountain living. Usually met in pairs, but sometimes a 
dozen or more together feeding in comficlds round upland habitations or 
Buddhist monasteries. Naturally wild, wary and suspicious but becomes 
bold and almost familiar svhcu scavenging round villages or searching 
for scraps and carrion in the vicinity of nomadic traden’ encampments. 
Comorts with griffon >*ultures and lammcrgeicrs to feast on carcasses of 
pack animals along the well-worn caravan routes. 4Vith a high w4nd blow- 
ing, pairs or trios revel in spectacular acrobatic gambolling like choughs, 
gliding in foTmation at speed, wing-tip to wing-tip or one bird close behind 
the other, suddenly turning, twisting, sideslipping, looping-lhe-Ioop cr 
now-diving deep into the valley below and then zooming effortlessly up 
again, quite obviously enjoring the exercise. 
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rooD. As in 1059, practically all -rt^etable and animal matter that can 
be procured, dead or alive. Hm been observed to stoop on and carry off 
a full-grown Tibetan Partridge (Ludlow) and to maraud a chough’s nest 
and snatch a half-fledged young n^ardless of repeated onslaughts by the 
ffantic parents (Osmaston). As vdth other Corvidae pellets of undigested 
^atr and bones etc* arc cast up. 

VOICE and CAlxs, As in 1059. The hoarse, wooden bell-like qmck-repeated 

prCk, prSk sometimes sounds in the distance curiously like bits of the call 
of Barred Jungle Owlet (Glaari&mi raduibim, 636) minus its resonance. 
Another common call is a high-pitched guttural, almost musical, ire/Ht or 
kttah reirnniscent ofBrownheaded Gull {Lana Imemaphalus,i5i). 

BsnEntNO. An early breeder, often while the country still under snow 
at 3300 to 4500 m and, tride Mrinertzhagen, sometimes up to at least 5800 m. 
Sissm, February to early April. Aift, a rough platform of stiefa with the 
central cup thickly lined svith wool, and other mammals' hair. Usually 
placed near the top of an inaccessible cliff in a deft or niche in the vertcal 
fece. Eggs, 3 to 6, variable in shape from broad to long ovals, practically 
glossless: ]^e bluish green with smudges and douds of pale grey-and pale 
sepia, and spots and streaks of deep blackish brosvn. Average size of 60 
Punjab eggs 47-5 x 33-1 (H\'^, of 14 from SE. Tibet 51-75 X 35-5 mm 
(Ludlow). Breeding biology as in 1059. 

Moszua Diaonosa. The largest of our three races. like tsicorax (1059) but 
with the throat hackles strongly lanceolate — long and blunt v. short and shatply 
pointed! bases of napc-fcathcn dark to medium grey. Also distinguiihed by its even 
more massive bill. 


uzASOamaKTs 



Wing 

Bm 

(fromiltitl) 

Tanui 

TaB 

2 <?(5' 

«1. 477 

78,87 

(deptii at angle 

26. 28) 

69, 70 

266, 288 mm 

3 9 9 

448-465 

73-78 

(depth at angle 
26-27) 

64-69 

257-260 mm 


(HW) 

COLOURS or BAKE pAstts. Iris brown. Bill, legs, feet and claws b l ac k . Mouth 
in adult black: in juvenile whitish fleshy with a black mark em tongue. 


1061. Brerwn-nedted Raven. Corrur corax rujiailis lesson 
Cams rvfmtUs Lesson, 1630, Traitd d'Om.: 329 
(Gape Verde Islands ciA Hartcrt, 1921) - 
Baker. FBI No. 3, Vok 1 ; 23 
Plate 70, fig. 10 

nocAt. stAScea. None specifically recorded. 

SIZE. Kite ±; length c. 58 cm (23 in.). 

riEUs charactehs.^As of 1059, but smaller and with the black plumage 
tinged snth brown and a slenderer bill. Sexes alike. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, ntmummaN and kabitat. Resident and/or winter visitor or 
vagrant (?). Sind (Larkana and Jacobabad dists.). Baluchistan (coastal 
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and centra! Malcran, CSiagai, Quetta. (scarce, winter). Straggler to Peshawar 
Valley (BBO), Bahawalpur (?) — SA. Replaces subcosax (1059) in pure 
desert fades. 

Extralimlal. Afghanistan, desert parts of Transcaspia to Kyzyl Kum, 
E. Iran, E. and S. Arabia, Sinai, etc.; also Africa (Sahara south to N. 
Nigeria etc.). For details see Vauiie, 1959, 2: 173-4. 

GENERAi. HAsns, FOOD, VOICE and cAiis. As in 1059 and 1060, but is 
essentially a bird of pure desert tides scavenging round nomadic encamp- 
ments etc. where quite tame. Replaces the other subspecies ccologicaily, 
therefore often found within the same general area or even district. 

BREEnwo. Very little authentic data. Nests reported irom the Sind- 
Baluchistan frontier hiUs and the Kalat area of Baluchistan, Jam^ and 
March, but confirmation desirable; also clarification of its status within our 
limits. Elsewhere nests mostly on ledges of clay cliffs etc. ; sometimes on trees; 
Eggs (c/3-6) as of 1059. Average size of 44 eggs 45 X 30-9 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diaososss. Like svicarax (1059) but cnaller in lize and wth a brownish 
(coppery) tinge over whole head and body (accentuated in worn dress). Nasal 
plumes ofteo shorter and bill usually slenderer. 

Juvenile. ‘Like adult but Vfitix only a trace of the coppery tinge* (Meinerta- 
hagtn). 

jffiASuszsirKTS, very variable. 

10 c? 9 (India and Iran) Wing 370-413. Bm (from sl^) 62-70; depth at 
angle 21-25*5 torn (RM) 

5 9 9 (Makran) Wing 360-372. BiU (from tkuH) 61-69 mm (CBT) 

cot^otjas or bxrx rASna. Iris brown. Bill, legs, feet and daws black. 

Family BotfBYCii.i.iNA,E 
Subfamily Boubycii.x.inae : Waxwings 

For description tee Van Tyne, J. Sl Berger, A. J., 1959; 529; Greenway, J. C., 
Jr., 1964, Article * Waxwing * in Thomson, A, I>. (ed-), Kew DicU Birds. Ixmdon 
& New York. 

(3cnixs Boubycilla ViciUot 
Bemiycilla VidUot, 1808, Hist. Nat. Ob. Am6r. Sept 1: 88. 

Type, by monotypy, Bondycilla. udronm 'VldBot 

ChAizctess as of the SubfamHy. Remarkable for its full long crat and the wax- 
Uke prolongation of the shafts of the secondaries whence the name Waxwing. Wing 
long and pointed, of 10 primaries; Ist primary (as.) m i n ute. Tail, of 12 feathers, 
short and square. Bill short and stout, slightly curved and notched. Tarn 
very short. 

1062. Waxwiag. Bombycilta gamtlus gamitus (Linnaeus) 

/ywrir/f Gemlus Linnaeus, 1758, S)tt. NaL, cd. 10, 1 : 95 
(in Europa tl America borcali = Sweden) 

Baker. FBI No. 1 140, Voh 3 : 223 
' PUlc 66, fig. 16 

uocAs. KAScs. None recorded. 

SIZE. BuJbuI — ; length ^.18 ctn (7 in.) 


WAXWINGS 
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HYPOCOLIINAE 


riEiD cHABACTEits. A dumpy chestnut and pinkish brown myna-like 
bird vdth long full crest and short yellow-tipped tail. Wings dark, boldly 
marked with widte and yellow, tvith brilliant scarlet drop-shaped waxy 
tips to the secondaries. Throat black; rump grey; under tail-coverts chestnut. 
Bushy crest, black throat, brilliant wdug-pattcra and ycUow-tippcd tail 
make its identity immistakable. 

Female paler with the yellow on wings whiter, and tipping of t^ 
narrower. 

STATUS, nisnuBtmoN and siabitat. An irregular and erratic vagrant 
during winter. Odd individual spedmens have been collected between 
Jsmuary and March (betwe«i 2000 and 2500 tn) on the NW. frontier 
(Bannu — Magrath, Samana Range — . Whitehead), Baluclustan (Quetta — . 


Bombydllo gornifus 



Mcincrtjhagca), Kashmir (Dachigam Nala nr. Srinagar* — Ward) and 
the most recent in Nepal (Kori-Gandak watershed at c. 3650 m, December, 
Fleming, Jr., 1968, JBNHS 65: 488). Apart from these only one sight record 
of a dock * upwards of 20* at Quetta in Mardi 1947 (T. J. PWlHps, JBNHS 
47: 160). 

Extrzlvrdisi. Widely distributed in the Holarctic Region, migrating 
erratically in winter irder elia to Asia hCnor, N. and SW, Iran. For details 
•cc Vatttie, 1959, 2: 178. 

CE?fERAi. HABm. Mainly arboreal, feeding in tree-tops as v.'cU as low 
bushes; occasionally on ground. Keeps in parties and flocla in non-breeding 
season. The Nepal birds were in association wth Mycatlas cerrdpa (1985) 
and Ttadss r. Ts^lltr (1764) in a mixed forest of Rkedoimiren/AIcieoKa, 
Jts’.tprms and Aints at c. S650 m altitude. Usually quiet, and tame and 
sluggish. Flight strong and direct, rather starlmg-like. 


FOOD. Insects and berries (of juniper etc.). Fl>ing insects sometimes 
taken in the air. 

VDicx and caias. * A high zf^eee given when about to fly’ (Fleming). 

BREEDING. Extralimital. A'lwt, a cup of t^vigs etc. usually in coniferous 
forest. A d’ procured at Bannu (SS^N., 70®40'E.) on 20 March (1907) 
reported as excessively fat and with much enlarged gonads. 

Musew DiAQSosa, For description of plumages and itructure (also bionomics) 
Me IMthcrby, 1938, 1 : 296-9- 


MEASUaZMEKTS 

Wing 

BiU 

(from feathers) 

Tama 

Tafl 

U2-120\ 
9 9 112-119/ 

lO-H'S 

20-22 

- 59-^7 mm 

(Ultherby) 

299 (Nepal) IVIng 114, 116 mm (netning) 




CO1.0UBS or BARE PARTS. Ifts brown or reddish brown. Bill blackish, flesh-coloured 
at base of both mandibles. Legs and feet black. 


Subfamily Hyfocoejin ae; H>’pocolius 
For description sec Greenway, J. C., Jr., 1964. Article * H>*pocolius * in Thomson, 
A- L. (ed.). AVio Diet- Birds. lAoadon 6c New York. 

Genus Hypocolius Bonaparte 

Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av. 1; 336. 

Type, by monot)py, H. cm/v/mxu Bonaparte 
Bill sttmt and broad at base, about half the length of head. Nostrils small, oval, 
exposed. Rictal bristles weak but alw'a>'s clearly s-friblc. IS’ing short, pointed; hi 
primary (as.) minuie, 2rad reaching to tip of wing. Tail long and slightly graduated- 
Tarsus very short and stout, shorter than middle toe and claw; coarsely scutellated. 


1063. Grey Hypocolius or Shrike-BulbuL Bonaparte 

H.ijpcrothis) QTrpelir.vs Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gcft. Av. 1: 336 
(‘ ex CaliTortua * = NE. Africa (Botta colL) , restricted by Baker et cl.) 
H^poedUu crnpelatss erierJalu Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol- Soc. 

Washington 52: 64 (Kandahar, Afghanistan) 

Baker. FBI Ko. 378, VoL 1 : 357 
Plate 66. fig. 19 

LOCAE rtAKES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul -1- ; length c. 25 on (10 in.) . 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A glaucous bluc-gTcy bird strongly reminiscent of 
a shrike (or bulbul), trith a distinctive black band from lores nmmng 

backtvard through ej'o dver car-coverts 
and looping round nape. Wing-quills 
black broadly tipped with white. Tail 
lotigish bluc-grcy with a broad black 
terminal band. SVhen nape and crown 
feathers erected on oedtement, eye-band 
becomes enlarged and very prominent.' 
Female more tsabcIKne-grcy above. 



y e. I 
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dirty cream coloured below, lacking the black eye- and nape-band. Pri- 
maries grey-brown with black tennind ends and white tips. 



Wing y- (after Hartert) 


STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare vagrant. Individual examples 
seen and collected within our limits only at long intervals, all between 
November and April: Sind-Baluchistan boimdary (Mazarani Nai in the 
Kirthar Range), S. Kalat (Nal), Sind (Karachi), Gujarat (Kuar Bet in 
Great Rann ofKutch), and Maharashtra (Kihim, Kolaba dist.). In semi- 
desert and open deciduous scrub jungle. 

ExiralimUal. S. Iran, Afghanistan, Iraq, Arabia, N. Africa. Fqr details 
of range sec Vaurie, 1959, 2: 180. 

GENERAL HABITS. Superficially very suggestive of Grey Shrike {Lanius e. 
laktora, 933), but in non-breeding season, in its native land, keeps in flocks 
of 5 to 20 individuals. Chiefly arboreal, active and restless, feeding in trees 
and bushes, occasionally dropping to the ground like a shrike to pidc up 
an insect and back again. Movements and actions in shrubbery more 
babbler-like. Perches low on a branch with feathers of undenide fluffed; 
erects head-feathers when cxdfed like Wliitecheeked Bulbul {Pjiauinotus !. 
Uucotis, 1123). Fhght strong and direct, without undulations. 

FOOD. Stomachs of specimens examined in India showed berries ex- 
clxisively: Lantana acuUata^ Saloadora persica and Z^zyphus (Jujuba ?). In Iraq 
said to live largely on fruits (dates, figs) with a small quantity of insects 
(beetles etc.). 

VOICE and calls. Not recorded in India. Elsewhere described as an 
‘ unmistakable squeaking note ’ (Ticchurst) ; * very pleasing and liquid, 
nothing like harsh cry of shrike * (Gumming). During flight utters a call- 
note rather reminiscent of Bee-eater (Merops apiasUr^ 746) — Paludan. Is 
usually silent except when in flocks, then very noisy xmd can be heard a 
long way off. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. Season (in Iraq and S. Iran) chiefly Jimc-July. 
Arst, large, cup-shaped, like bulbul’s* I to 3 metres or so up in a bush 
or on leaf of small date palm. EggSt 4 or 5, white, wth or without brownish 
blotches at broad end, resembling those oTLanius e. lahtora. Size e. 26 X 19 
mm. (For more details see Gumming, W. D., JBNHS 12: 760-5; Ticchurst, 
G. B.. ibid. 28: 381-2.) 

Museum Diagnosis. Juvenile. ' Pale sandy brown all over wthout black or 
white in the primaries, but with black terminal band on tail * (RM). 


UEASXmZMENTS 
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23-25 96-109 mm 
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Weight 2 cPoi 2 or. (*« 57 g); I 9 2 or. (« 57 g) — Chimming. 1 o’ 48: 3 9 O 
49-55 g (Paludan). 

oOLOtms OP BARE PART*. Breeding. Ins brown or reddish brown. Bill black, 
bom colour at base. Legs and feet yellowish flesh (HW). Non-brccding. Irii 
brown. Bill ; upper mandhle homy brost-n, lower flesh coloured with dark tip. Legs 
and feet brownish flesh (5A). 
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Order Passeriformes (coat.) 

Family C ampephagidXe : Cuckoo-Shrilccs and Minivets 
For description sec Van Tyne, J, & Berger, A. J., 1959: 504; Sm>'tluc3, B. E., 
1904, Article ‘Cuckoo-Shrikes* in Thotnson, A. L. (ed,) AVtc J3iV/. Birrft. London 
and Kevf York. 

Key to the Generm 

Page 

A Tan square TtphxodfiTKu 5 

B Tail more or los graduated 

a Shafts of romp-fcathas soft Heripus i 

b Shafts of nm^feathers spiny 

1 Tail strongly graduated, outer rectriecs less than half length of 

tail PericTOOtits 24 

2 Tail moderaldy graduated, outer rectrices more than three- 

quarters length of tail Corccirjz 13 

Genus He mi pus Hodgson 

Hodgson, 1844, ZooL Mbc,; 84. T>'pe, by monot)*py, Htndp'dS pieoenlor 
( s= Musneepa pieata Sykes) 

Bill about half length of head, \*cry much depressed and rather sridc; nostrils 
nearly hidden by hairs. Wing fairly long and pointed; tail-feathers graduated. Sexes 
dimorphic. 

Hexopus picatus (Sykes) 

Key to the Sabspeoes 

A Head black 
a Back black like the head 

1 Indian Pcnirtsula H. p. picatus ^ 3 

2 Ceylon only. H. p. leggei cf and 9 5 

b Back brown contipstlng with head H. p. cepitdis ^ 1 

B Head bros^*n.... ,H. p, picatus 9 3 

p. eapitclis 9 1 

1064. Bsrowah3.cked Pied Flycatcher-Shrike. Himipus picatus capitalis 
(Horsficld) i, 

Musdeopai capitdis Horsficld, 1839, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 157 (Assam) 
Baker. FBI No. 725, VoL 2: 307 
LOCAL NAME. Vijvm^piho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Sparrotv’,* length c. 14 cm (54 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1065. Scc Museuth Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, From Simla (rare) and 
Dehra Dim cast along the Himalayas to Nepal [terai, bhabar and duns, 
very rare an Kathmandu Valley (Proud)], Daijeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and 
Assam in the Abor and Mishmi hills (NEFA) ; southward through the hills 

I 


south of Brahmaputra R., Nagaland, Manipur, and East Pakistan to the 
CHttagong n^on; from the edge of the plains to c. 2100 m; in scrub and 
original dry- and moist-deciduatis and cx'crgreca forest. In the Himalayas 


Htmipus picatus 



breeds at moderate clcN'ations, up to 1800 m in Nepal and 2100 m in Assam. 
Descends to the rivers and plains in winter but is ncx’crtheless found up to 
1500 m in Nepal at this season. 

Exiralirmtal. Parts of N. Burma, N. Thailand, Yunnan and the Indo- 
chinese coimtries. 

GENERAi. HABITS. BchaviouT suggcstivc of a flycatcher, as they perch 
in all parts of the bushes and lower trees, and make short sorrics into the 
air after passing insects. They' do not remain long on any one perch, but 
keep moving from onu perch to another; usually seen in the mixed hunting 
parties of small insectivorous birds. Gregarious in xvintcr, parties of half 
a dozen or so himting through the forest and keeping to the tops of trees. 

FOOD. As in picatus. 

VOICE and caixs. A continuous calling, sometimes with a tsit-it-it-it-it-it 
and sometimes with a call sounding like ichiTiri-whirin^whiriri. Also a sharp, 
high-pitched trilling sisisisisisi and an insistent tit-like c^ip. 

BREEDING. Scoscn, March to July. Breeding biology as in picatus. A'ixt 
measurements, external c. 50 mm across by 25 mm deep; intcnial e. 35 
by 13 mm. 2 or 3, of txvo ty'pes, one pale greenish white marked with 
blackish like picatus, the second pinldsh wWte marked in the same manner 
but with primary markings of brick-red and xvith secondary blotches of 
lavender and neutral tint. Average size of 32 eggs 16 x 12*8 mm (Baker). 
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Museum Diagnosis, Male like picatus (1065) but back, scapulars and rump 
smoky brown, not black. Female indistingahhable from female picatus ; a good 
many, however, appear to ha^-c the cap differentiated more from the mantle than 
in piditusy but this is not constant. Young and nestling also indistinguishable from 
picatus. 

ueasuremenis 

tVing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

62-^7 16-18 1S^14 58-65 mm 

Wdght8'5-9-5g. 

colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dark homy; claws 
black; soles while. 


1065. Blackbacked Pied Flycatcher-Shrike. Hemipus picatus picatus 
(Sykes) 

Muscicapa piccta Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool, Soc. London: 85 (Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No. 724 (part), Vok 2: 306 
Plate 71, ftg. 12 

LOCAL NAVES. Asurappotlatt (Mala^nlam) ; Kslcpeetk kahuro latoro (Gujarati); 

Aa/d lalora (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length e. 14 cm (51 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A small black-and-white flycalchcr-likc bird. 

Male, head and back glossy black, under- 
parts pure white and pinkish white, A 'white 
collar round hindneck, svhilc rump ; svings and 
tail black-and-svhite. In the female the black 
portions arc replaced by sooty brown. Its 
characteristic posture on a perch is rather 
himchbackcd, with neck pulled in and tail 
depressed. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident. Central and peninsular 
India from Narbada river and northern Madhya Pradesh south and cast 
(except soudicm Kerala where it intcrgradcs ssith the next form), loxs-cr 
Bengal cast through East Pakistan to the Chittagong region in the foothills 
up to 1500 m; in scrub, dry- and moist-dedduous forest. Aflccls forest tracts 
ordy, especially thin jungle, mixed dedduous forest with bamboo, cardamom 
sholas, gardens near forest, and transirion zone between, evergreen and 
dedduous forest. 

Extrctlhrital. Southern Thailand, Indodiincsc countries, Malay Peninsula, 
Sumatra, Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS. ArborcaU Met xriih in pairs or small parties follow- 
ing each other from tree to tree searching for insects among the foliage and 
maldag sallies on the •^^Tng, turning and twisting ^rith great agility. Usually 
in association with the itinerant hunting parties of small insccu%*orous birds 
in forest. Resembles the fl>*catdicrs as well as minixTts and wood shrikes in 
habits. 
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FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and cAixs. A squeaky wh{Tiri~whiTiri^wk^Tin, suggestive of a 
cheap. Christmas-crackcr xvhistle, constantly uttered. See also eapUelis. 
According to Nichols, the song is ‘ weak and high-pitched, but dear and 
\*aricd. One form of it see-saw3 back and forth bctxs’ecn two notes *. 

BREEDiNC. Season, March to May. Akr/, a small, nea^ shallow cup of 
roots, fine twigs, moss, etc., strongly bound together with cobwebs and 
lined with dried fine grass. Attached to the upper suriacc of a horizontal 
branch near its end, in a dead or leafless tree bctxvccn 3 and 9 m fi:t)m the 
ground; it is so wo\-cn and blended to the upper surface of the branch 
that from below it appears as a scarcely disccnuble knot in the w’ood. 
Small as is the bird, when sitting it overlaps the nest to such an extent that 
except for its rather hunchtd-up attitude, it is hard to realize it is not perch- 
ing normally. The camouflage e.xtcnds to the young as they are covored in 
grey dowm of the same colour as the nest and bough, and except in the 
presence of their parents remain in a state of rigid stillness with beaks pointing 
vertically, and are practically in\isiblc (Betts). Eggs, 2 or 3, pale greenish 
white, densely blotched with inky black, and with underlying marks of 
grey; they measure about 15 x 12 • 5 mro. Both sexes take part in all domesuc 
duties. 

Museum Diacsosis. Upperparts, lesser wing-coverts, primary co^’crts, lores and 
ear-coverts glossy black, rump feathers white at bases and tips; chin, and vent and 
iindertail coverts pure white, rest of tmderparts \inaccous; cheda and sides of neck 
white produced to form an indistinct collar; median, coverts black broadly edged 
and tipped >rith white; greater coverts, the outer are black, the inner ones white 
on outer, black on inner webs; flight-feathers black, the inner three true secondaries 
with white outer whs; taQ black, all exeqat the median feathers with white tips 
increasing in size outwards; most of outer web of outer pair W'bitc. 9 hke but 
dusky brown replaces glofssy black. 

Juvenile. Upperparts like 9 but tips of all feathers including tcrlials and the 
while^ged secondaries with pale fulxeus tips; underparts white with rusty wash 
on breast; median and greater co\*crts while irregularly marked with submarginal 
lines of brown- Tail-feathers narrower and more pointed. Postjus'cnal moult of 
body, lesser, median and greater cerrerts, possibly the white-edged secondaries, the 
tcrtials and the taiL F£rst->Tar males may be distinguished by the browner 
feathers or primar>' cos'crts. There is some evidence that males in the first ^-ear are 
in female dress, but it is quite certain that some moult from Juvenal dress direct to 
that of adult male. Postnuptial moult complete;, but apparently no prenuptial 
moult. ' 


USASUREVENTS 



\Smg 

B3I 

(fromskuIT) 

Tarrjs 

Tail 

o’ o' 

60-66 

14-16 

11-13 

57-^62 mm 

9 9 _ 

53-64 

15-17 

12-13 

56-65 mm 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adultt iris oraagc- or ycBowuh brovm; bill black; 
legs and feet blackish brown. Juvenile: iris brown; biH horny b row n ; legs and 
feet pinHsh brown. 



X r. 1 
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1 066. Ceylon Pied Flycjitclier*Shrike* Heirdpus picaUis Uggei Whistler 

HrTaptupicatas Uggei WhhiJer, 1939 (SUy 15), BuIL Brie. Ora. d, 59: lOI 
{Ohij’a, Ceylon) 

Henipta piectv s insulce Kodz, 1939 (June 5), Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 52; 69 
(Wavenden, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No, 724 (part), Vol. 2: 306 

LoCAi. NAM 2 S. Pami-kurullS (Sinhala) ; Asurappotbrn (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow ±; length c. 14 cm (5i^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1065. Thc scxes arc alike in Ceylon, but 
apparently dimorphic in Kerala. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION aud HABITAT. Resident, southern Kerala (where 
it intergrades with picatus) and Ceylon. It is found in forest, or wcll-\vooded 
country up to 1800 m; rare and local in thc low country, especially in thc 
Dry zone. 

GENERAL HABITS. A bird of the tree canopy met with in pairs or family 
parties, often in company wth other species in the roving hunting parties. 

FOOD. Insects, chiefly caterpillars. 

VOICE and calls. ‘ Its song sounds like tirity tirity tirity^ and it has other 
little chirps besides * (Henry). 

BREEDING. Season^ February to August, chiefly March and April; ap- 
parently single-brooded. Thc favourite site for the nest is a dead, lichenous 
and gnarled branch, high up in a tree (up to 12 metres) with no foliage to 
hide it except thc overhead leaf-canopy. Nest as that of picatus. When thc 
young are fledging, they look like a part of thc branch owing to their ‘lichen- 
ous * coloration and their normal attitude, which suggest a broken-oflT 
snag (Henry). They sit facing one another, vdth their bills pointing up^vard 
and nearly touching in thc centre^ their eyes kept h&lf-closcd. For details 
of nesting, sec W. W. A. Phillips, /6is 1940 ; 450^. 3, bufly-whitc 

in colour evenly speckled all over with pale brosra and grey, measuring 
c. 15 X 12 mm. Both parents incubate and tend the young. 

Museum Diagnosis. The Ceylon population differs from picatus in that its sexes 
are not dimorphic, i.c. both male and female arc black-backed like male picatus. 
Complete postnuptial moult takes place from the end of July to October. There is 
presumably no spring moult. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

o’ 9 61-65 15-17 11-13 53-60 mm 

(HW) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill, legs and feet black. 

Genus Tephrodornis SuTiinson 
Tephrodomis Swainson, 1832 (Feb.) (1831), Fauna Borcal-Amcr., Birds, App.: 482. 

Type, by ori^nal designation, Lenius cirgatus Temminck «= Lanius ^ularis Raffles. 

Bill very stout, about three-quarters length of head, strongly hooked and notched. 
Nasal brbtles very numerous, entirely concealing thc nostrils. Wing rather rounded; 
tail short and square. Feathers of rump very ample, but soft and not spinous as in 
Pericrocotus. Sexes more or less alike. 
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Key to the Species 

Page 

A Outer rcctriccs bro^ra, tipped wih rufous. ^Vmg o\*er 1 00 ram T. gtderii 6 

B Outerrectriceslargcly white. ^Vmg under 100 mm T. (xmdicnienu 9 

Tephrodornb oularb (Raffles) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Crown and nape ashy grey; upper h.ack ashy brown T. g. ptlcica 

Cro\%n and nape bluish grey, not differing markedly from upper 

back T.g. ^Icinla 

1067. Nepal Wood Shrike. Tephrodornis gularis pelvica (Hodgson) 

Tinthoca Pelvica Hodgson, 1837, Ind, Rev., 1 (10): 447 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 727, Vol 2: 309 

LOCAL NAMES. VohpigU (MiHr); Rammmpho (Lcpcha). ^ 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A shoit and squArc-tailcd g^cy-b^o^s’n shrike, dis- 
tinguished from T. pondierrianus by its larger size and brown outer rcctriccs. 

Male, AbotCf fjo^vn and nape ashy grey changing to ashy brown on 
back, usings and tail, thc last tipped 
-■,-.■7 blackish and rufous, A broad black 

- band from lores through eye to ear- 

» coverts, svhich are whitish. Rump and 

upper tail-covcrts flufiy, whitish and 
ashy bro^vn, barred with black and 
with a pure white band across. Behtc, 

• chin, throat and breast pale ashy 
X * fawn, fading to white on centre of 

abdomen. 

Female. Like male, but \vith crown same colour as back, and eye- 
band brown. 

Youmg (fledgeling) when leaving nest speckled grey all over, especially 
on head. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; any movcmcnts are Jocal 
or altitudinal From Nepal (tcrai and duns up to c. 1000 m), Sikkim (duars 
and foothills up to 1500 m), Bhutan (to at Ict-xst c. 1200 m), Assam (through- 
out thc plains and in Cachar and Khasi Hills), Na^land, Manipur, E. 
Pakistan (in thc eastern foothills and Chittagong region). South in Bihar 
and Orissa to thc Eastern Chats and norlhern Andhra up to 1000 m. Shows 
a preference for evergreen forest but. is also found in open deciduous second- 
ary jungle and other types of well wooded country. 

Extralimital. Other races south through India and cast in the Indochinese 
and Mala>’sian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS. • Arborcal Keeps to thc tree-tops ’more than T, 
pohdicerianus docs, and unlike the latter, only ver>' occasionally descends to 
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the ground. An acti%x and restless bird but quite tame. Hunts for insects 
on branches, moving slowly' along them in a scries of clumsy hops. Also 
launches short flycatcher-like sallies after insects, Thc individuals follow one 
another among thc trees, gracefully volplaning from branch to branch. 
It is tuuaiiy found in small parties of four to six often in association svith 
minivets, drongos and other insectivorous birds; in winter in larger flocks 
often up to thirty individuals, which break up into pairs in April and May. 

VOICE and calls. Harsh notes resembling those of Shrikes, vaguely 
reminiscent also of Nuci^raga (SA) ; others rendered as a mellow tra-^^a 
and ikul^.thuU (Fleming). Also a rather musical keuskrjyKeiv-ketv quickly 
repeated four to six times. The latter calls noted as appreciably different 
in dialect from those of thc AVestem Gliats race, q.v. (SA). 

FOOD. Insects, especially, manlids, crickets, grubs and caterpillars 
including hairy ones. 

BREEoiNo. Season^ April and hlay. Nest, placed in a bare, outlying 
horizontal fork, three to eight metres up in medium-sized trees standing 
in forest. It is built on top of the bough where it broadens out at the point 
of division, so that >'cry little is discernible from below. It is a shallow saucer 
made of fine grass-stems and roots, beautifully interwoven, the outer wall 
well plastered w4th cobwxbs. It is reminiscent of minivets* nests but is usually 
witiiQUt tlic adornment of lichen and moss. Betts remarks that the bird 
sits with the head back and bill pointing vertically upwards; with its grey' 
plumage it looks just like a broken stub of the tree itself Eggs 2 to 4, white 
faintly tinged with green or brown, marked with small irregular blotches 
of inky brown scattered tiU over the surface or more restricted to the larger 
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end where they form an indistinct ring; very like those of minivets. Average 
size of nine eggs 22 X 17*6 mm (Baker). TTIie male assists in incubation. 

Museum Diaonosu. Male. Forehead, crown and nape ashy grey; back, 
scapulars and lesser coverts ashy brown ; rump ashy brown lipped white or obscurely 
barred brown; the shorter upper tail-eovcrts white, the longer ashy brown; natal 
plume and head band thence through c>'e to nape, black; part below this, chin, 
belly and under tail-coverU white; rest of underparu very* pale cinereous, tinged 
with buffer rinaceous on breast; tail ashy brown with a rufous tinge and very 
narrow whitish tips. The shafts reddish brown; median and greater coverts and the 
fljght-fcathcrt ashy brown with lighter tips, with obsolete darker bars on outer 
edges of three inner secondaries; under-wing and axillaries brown. 

Female. Like male but fordicad, crown and nape like hack; band through eye 
pale brosvn in front, darker browm bdsind. 

Young. Much as in juv’cnlle pcndicenanus (1070) q.v. The tail is like that ofthc 
adult but the feathers are narrow’cr and more pointed and die dirk subapical comour 
lines arc more marked. Thc postjuvenal moult includes body, all coverts except 
primary, tertiab and tail. First-year males indUtinguishable from females but all 
first-year birds recognizable by pale tips to primary coverts. Breeds also in subadult 
plumage. v 


measurements 



Wing 

Bill 

(from *kull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

<?(? 

115-124 

23-29 

20-23 
(once 26) 

02-91 mm 

99 

115-124 

25-29 

20-23 

01-92 mm 
(SA, BB) 


Weight 2 d’d’, 2 9 9 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BABE PART*. IHi o' goldcn ycJIow, 9 glaucous blue; bill o' black, 
9 horn bro«-n, flesh at gape (Whisflcr). Iris yellowish brown; upper m.indjblc 
broHTiish black with brownish horny on base; lower mandible brownish horny,* 
paler on base; legs and feel dull plumbeous, claws black; pads ytllowish grey (Biswas). 


1068. Malabar Wood Sbtdke. Tephrodornis gularis ^Ivicolo^erdon 

Tephrodomis syfnVt»/fl jerdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci., 10: 236 (Malabar Coast) 
Baker, FBI No. 720, Vol 2.' 31 1 
Plate 7(. fig. IS 

local NAurs. PaAdri /dtora (Hindi) i A/vrakidtan (SlahyAhm}. 

SIZE, M>Tia; length r. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1067, q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and fairly common in 
wcll-woodcd regions. Gujarat from thc Narb.ida river south tluough 
Alaharashtra to Tamil Nadu (confined to the wesfern part), w'csrern MjTorC 
(Malnaad) and Kcrali. Found up to c. 1300 m in tlic Kerala hills and 1800 
m in thc Nilgirls and Palnis but is rare so high. Aficcls taU irtcs sn evergreen 
and moist-deciduous forest, shade trees in cardamom plantations; sometimes 
even the drier zone in old teak pliniatlona. 
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CUCKOO-SHRIKES, MIKIVETS . 9 

ExtralmiUll, See 1067. 

GENERAL HABITS. Mcl vdth in small floda, sometiincs in the mixed 
hunting parties, flitting or parachuting from branch to branch after insects, 
making lithe aerial sallies after vdngcd prey and returning to the same perch 
or moving on to the next. But their favourite hunting grounds arc the trunks 
and branches where they will often cling to the bark and pry into the fissures 
for lurking insects. The flight is imdulating %s'ith slow, sailing wing-beats; 
at times reminiscent of Spotted Owlet’s — a few rapid flaps followed by a 
downw’ard dip. In the evening the flocks may be seen bathing in a pool or 
stream, swooping down and dipping on the wing as flycatchers and drongos 
do (Betts). 

VOICE and calls. A loud, clear and musical quick-repeated witoo- 
wittxhwitoo (4 to 6 times), occasionally punctuated by a harsh querulous 
single check or ckrr. 

FOOD. Insects of the largest size, big moths, locusts and caterpillars. 

BREEDiNO. Season, December to June, chiefly March and April. During 
the breeding season they become shy and secretive and the nests are hard 
to find. They arc built on horizont^ forks of branches six to nine metres 
from the ground. A'kr/, a shallow saucer about 10 cm in diameter made 
of roots, fine twigs and tendrils fastened together \vith cobweb and felted 
lichen, and secured wth cobweb to the upper surface of a bough where it 
widens into a fork. The lining is of grass and leaf-stems. Two cg^ appear 
to be the normal dutch (Betts); ^ey arc pale greenish ^vhite or buflf, 
blotched and spotted with brown and with secondary markings of neutral' 
tinL Average size of nine eggs 22 x 18 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from pelvica in haring the crown and upperparts 
bluish grey merging gradually into dark ashy brown. Briow it is a much darker 
vinous-ashy on the breast and flanks. Ftmalc also darker generally. Birds from 
Thailand and Malaysia arc closer to ^Ivicola than to their adjacent race pelcica. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

tern 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tan T 

<fd’ 

112-120 

25-30 

19-21 

79-84 mm 

9 V 

111-121 

23-27 

19-20 

80-88 mm 
(SA, HW) 

COLOURS OF 

SAKE FARTS. 

Male. Iris 

Icmon-ycUotv or 

greenish yellow. BUI 


homy black. Legs and feet plumbeous (SA). Female. Iris khaki. Bill pale hom 
brown (\VhistIcr). 

Tephrodornis POKDiCERiANus (Gmelin) 

Key to. the Subspecies 

Page 

A Upperparts ashy brown 

a Darker; lores and c>*c-5treak dark brown T. p, pondiemanus U 


b Paler; lores and eye-streak pale brown T, p. pellidus 10 

B Upperparts ashy grey T. p. apmu 12 
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1069. Sind Wood Shrike. Yephrodornis pmiicniantis paltidus Ticehurst 

Tepkrodomis pondueriatus pdlidus Hcehunt, 1920, Bulk Brit Om. CL, 41: 56 
(Larkhana, Sind) 

Tephrodoms pendenianafTeta Van T>'ne & Koelz, 1936, Occ. Papers, Mus. Zod., 
Univ. Michigan, No. 334: 5 (Bhadwar, Kangra DisL, Punjab) 

Baker, FBI No. 731, Vol. 2: 314 

LOCAL NAME, KcTovla (Hindi), 

SIZE. Bulbul i; length c. 16 cm (6J in.). 

FIELD CHARACrrERS, As of 1070, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident in West Pakistan (Balu- 
chistan [Hab Valley, Las Bela (?) and Sibi Plain (?)], Sind, and NW, 
frontier districts). Also Pimjab, Delhi, western U.P., Rajasthan, Saurashtra 
and Kutch, south to a line from Cambay north and cast to Kumaon. In* 


Tephrodomis pond/cericnw 



peW/Vw (1069), ptsndiceriamis fiQTol.BB afimh (l07iV 

babool and scrub jungle, better cultivated parts of arid regions, and groves 
of babool in the desert. In the plains generally and up to 900 m (Simla), 
rarely to 1400 m along the Duala Dhar. 

GENERAL HABITS, VOICE and FOOD. Thosc of thc spccics (see 1070). 
BREEDING. Seoson, February to June, mainly March and April. Pfest, 
mostly under 3 m above the ground. Breeding biology othcnsisc much as 
in thc nominate race. Eggs, 3 exccpu'onally 4; in a series, darker and duller 
than those of pondicerumus and often svith a distinctly bro\mish buff* ground. 
Average size of 30 eggs 18*9 X 15*1 mm (Baker). 
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Museum Diagnosis. Male and female like pondiemams but paler ashy grey 
above and less ashy, more creamy, on the underparts. Birds of the Kutch and Jodh- 
pur area intergrade with pmdiunarais. 

MEAsuREMENie and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in pm&txnonus (1070), 


1070. Indian Wood Shrike. Tephrodomb pondicmcim poTuBceriaim 
(Gmelin) 

Museicapa pondiemaui Gmelin, 1789, Syst Nat, 1: 939 (Coromandel) 
Lanius TickcU, 1833, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal, 2: 573 
(Borabhum and Dholbhiim) 

Tephrodomis pondiemoftus that Kioss & Chasen, 1925, Bull. Brit Om. CL, 46: 58 
(Ta Chang Thai, Raheng, west Siam) 

Te^rodmdspmdiccnanxwarei Koch, 1939, Proc. BioL Soc. Washington, 52: 69 
(Londa, Bombay Presidency) 

Baker, FBI No. 729, VoL 2: 312 
Plate 71, fig. 10 


LOCAL NAMES. Knoule (Hindi); Tcrti-tmya (U.P.); Tentha, Tenthaca (Nepal); 
Chudukka (Bengal); AsiiratLm (Mala^-alam) ; Ulapitla (Tdugu). 

SIZE. Bulbul ±; length c. 16 cm (6^ in.). 

iTELD CHARACTERS. A short and square-tailed plain greyish brown 
shrike-like bird srith a dark stripe bclosv the eye fi’om lores to car-coverts, 
and a conspicuous whitish supcrcilium; outer tail-feathers nearly all white. 
Sexes alike, only female has the eye-streak paler. 


STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and conunon over most 
of its range, south and cast of a line from Cambay to Kumaon, Nepal 
(tcrai and up to c. 450 m), Assam and East Pakistan. Inlergrades wth 
pallidus in thc Jodhpur area. Locally distributed in the Deccan. A bird 
of thc lowlands avoiding hills though it may be abundant at their bases, 
exceptionally up to e. 1000 m (Kerala) but usually below 200 m. Replaces 
7*. guleris in the dry zone and affects scrub and secondary jungle, lightly 
WDoded country (sal, teak and other deciduous forest), roadside avenues 
and ramblmg jungly gardens in and around towns and grillages. 

Extralimttcl. Extends cast to Thailand and Laos; replaced by orientis 
in Cambodia and Vietnam, pallidus in northwestern India and West 
Pakistan, and cjjtnfr in Ceylon. 

GENERAL HABITS, A quict, tamc bird met srith in pairs or small parties 
of 5 or 6 in trees and bushes, creeping about thc leaves and branches like 
loras, hopping or volplaning from one to another and moring Gt>m tree to 
tree in follow-my-leadcr fashion. At times descends to the ground, or takes 
insc<^ on the wing like a fl^xatchcr. Frequoitly seen in mixed hunting 
parUcs. It has a sup)erficial resemblance to shrikes, but is much closer to 
miiu\*cts in habits and bchariour. 
food. Beetles, moths, caterpillars and other insects, and spiders- 
\'OiCE and calls. Male has sc%*cral pleasant, rather plaintive svhistling 
notes trert-irerf, followed b)* a quick intcrTogati\x ivhi‘Whi-~ichi-tchee?. Also 
some soft trills in thc breeding season. 

breeding. Season, mainly March and April but extends from February 
to July especially in the ;more southern parts. A'bf, a neat, thick-sided cup 
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of soft bark, fibres, etc., cemented with cobwebs and draped on the exterior 
trith bits of paper-like bark or lichen which render it inconspicuous, and 
lined with silky vegetable do^vn and fibres. Comparatively small for the 
size of the bird and as a rule difficult to find; diameter of cup c. 5 cm, 
depth 3 cm. It is entirely exposed, wedged tightly into the angle of a hori- 
zontal forked branch of a leafless tree, or sometimes concealed in thick 
foliage, from rtvo to six, occasionally up to nine metres above thc ground. 
It is usually completed in a sveek or ten days. Eg^s, usually 3, rarely 4, 
pale greenish grey or cream with bro^vn specks forming a ring round thc 
broad end. Average size of 50 eggs 19 X 15*1 mm (Baker). Both parents 
build the nest, incubate, and feed thc young; these are clad in grey down, 
exactly thc colour of the nest and the lichcn-covcrcd bough on which it 
is built. Copulation on nest srith one fresh egg has been observ'ed (SA). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sexes almost alike, Upperparts and lesser wu^-covcrt» ashy 
brmvD, thc rump-feathers >vhite at base and at tips; upper tail-covcrts black; broad 
supcrcilium w'hitish; lores, checks and car-cm’crts dark brown (paler in 9 )» under- 
parts ashy, whiter on throat and belly; under tail-covcrts white; fiight-fcathen *nd 
vring-coverts ashy bro\^Ti; tv^-o outer pairs of tail-feathers white, the bases brown and 
a brown patch near the tip; the rest dark brown, thc median dnged ashy. ' 

Juvenile. Supcrcilium fulrous white; upperparts, lesser and median co ^ -er a 
bro>5'n with fulv'ous white triangular tips; upper tail-covcrts dark brown w-ith faint 
pale tips, greater coverts, fcrtials and irmermost secondaries pale hrmsTi with pale 
edges and tips and an irregular dark contour line; primar>’-co\*erts dark bro\%TX with 
pale tips; car-coverts dark brown; tmderparts white with obsolete bitmTi streaks 
on breast and running up at side of throat to gape; tail as in adult, but feathers 
narross-cr and more pointed. Postjuvenal nwwlt includes body, all coverts except 
priraar>', three or four innermost secondaries and tertials and whole tail. First-year 
as adult, except for light margin of unmoultcd inner secondaries and pale tips to 
primary-coverts. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wng 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

<?c? 

82-94 

19-23 

(17) 19-22 

59-73 nun 

9 9 

80-B9 

18-23 

(16) 19-21 

56-71 mm 
(SA, HW) 


Tail tends to be shorter in South Indian birds: 59-67; 9 9 5&-63 mm. 

Wright 9 c? $ 18-27 (av. 22) g— SA. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, Ifis gTCcnish brown. Bill horny brown, darker on 
culmcn and at dps ; mouth gre>'ish pink. Legs and feet horny brown, claws darker. 
Juvenile. Iris brown. Bill homy brown; gape cream colour; mouth pale lemon- 
^•cllow. Legs and feet bluish slate; riaws brown. 


1071. Ceyloo Wood Shrike. Tephrodomis porJicmaCus e^is Blyth 

Tephrodomis e^-rds Blyth, 1847, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 16: 473 (Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 730. VoL 2: 313 
LOCAL NAMES. Nosc recorded. - 
SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 16 cm (6| in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1070, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Ccylon, in all zones up to 1500 
m, rarely higher and then only as a straggler. Edges of jungle, low spreading 
trees round \'illagc compounds, by the sides of roads, wcl|-wooded country 
but not in dense forest. Commonest in the Dry zone. 

CEHERAL HABITS. ' As of 1070. 

VOICE and calls. ‘ A frequently uttered whistle tweii twee twee twee twee 
on a descending scale which has a peculiar peevish quahty * (Henry). 

FOOD. Caterpillars, green crickets and other insects. 

BREEDING. Season, January to August, mostly March to hlay. Nesting 
as in nominate race. Eggs, 2 or 3. Average size of fifty 19x15*1 mm (Baker). 

hfosEUK DiACNOsa. Differs from p<mdicaianus in being much more grey and in 
having the white superdlium smaUer. Tail shorter. 

IIEASUREUENTS ' 


Wing 

Bin 

(Irom skull) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

81-88 

21-23 

16-18 

54-59 mm 

81-86 

21-23 

16-18 

54-58 mm 
(HW) 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Irls ycUowish brown. Bill dark hom. and feet 

dusky slate. 

Genus Coracina Vicillot 


Coracina Vicillot, 1816, Analyse nouv. om.i 37. Type, by subsequent daignation, 
Comis papuensis Gmelin (Gray, 1840) 

Cf. Ripley, S. D., 1941, Auk, 58: 381-95; Delacour, J., 1951, Amer Mus Novit 
No. 1497; 1-15. 

CoBtains birds in which the predominating colour is grey. Bill slightly bent down 
at tip and notched. Nostriis nearly concealed by plumes. Wing potnled; rectriccs 
graduated. 

Key to the Species 

A "Wing over 1 50 mm 

1 Tall broadly tipped white C. nova<hallandiae 13 

2 Tail very narrowly tipped with pale brown or whitish. ... .‘,C s/no/a 18 

B Wing 110-130 mm > . .C. metaschistos 19 

C Wing under 1 10, generally less than 106 mm 

3 A compicuous Nvliitesupercilium at all ages. . - C. nigra 23 

4 Supcrcilium absent or only faintly indicated 

a Throat black, abdomen grey C. melanopkra ad. 20 

b Throat and abdomen white cross-hatred with brown 

C. melanopUra 9 20 

Coracina novaehollandiae (Gmelin) 

Key to the Sabspecies 


1 Large size; wing 1 73 mm or over .* C n. nipaknsis IS 

2 Small size; wing under 155 mm (Ccylon) C.n.layardi 17 

3 Medium size 

a Wing e. 133-169 mm (peninsular India) C. n. macti 14 

b Winge. 167-176 mm (Andaman Is.) C.n. aniamana 17 
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1072. Indi an I.arge CnckooShrike. Coradna novaehollerMae necei 
(Lesson) 

Graueaius macei Lesson, 1830, Traiti d’Om.: 349 (Calcutta, Bengal) 

Baker. FBI No. 758. VoL 2: 343 
Plate 71. fig. II 

LOCAL NAMES. Kd^ (IBadi);' Kkdki popija (U.P.); Kdhdsi (Bengal); PtHa 
ekurd (Tclugu) ; Moto kasio (Gujarati) ; Bektam (Saugar disL, M.P,). 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c. 28 cm (1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTXRS. Male grey, whitish underneath, vdth a broad 

dark c>*c-^trcak. Wrings and tail 

^ ■ ' black. Heavy slightly hooked bill 

-le' V • ' Female has the cyc-strcak less 

^ conspicuous and her underparts 

. ? barred grey and white. Per- 

^ ches upright. The white rump- 
patch is conspicuous in flight. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HA* 

BiTAT. Resident but subject to 
^ ^ I local migrations in the non- 

breeding season. The entire 
Peninsula roughly south of a line 
from Kutch and Deesa (c. 24®N.) in northern Gujarat, cast through northern 
Madhya Pradesh and Bihar to southern West Bengal and central East 










Coracina noYothollandioe 
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Pakistan. Extends to Mount Abu in Rajasthan but Is absent in the desert 
portions. In plains and lower hills up to 1000 m (1200 m in Kerala). Weil 
but rather patchily distributed in open wooded country such as gardens, 
cultivations with tall trees, groves often near villages, rubber plantations, 
light deciduous and mixed forest on the edge of evergreen, 

GENERAL HABITS. A bird of the tree-tops found in pairs or loose parties 
which * foUow-my-Ieader \ the flight being undulating with a few strokes of 
the wings alternated Nvith short glides. Upon alighting on a branch it flicks up 
one sving, then the other, repeating this in ‘a way reminiscent of a nervous 
gentleman tug^ng at his tie, an action rendering its identification easy 
at a distance * (SA). It indulges in this behaviour when courting, calling as 
it docs so. In the breeding season it is a common sight to sec a pair following 
one another from tree to tree uttering their distinctive shrill screaming calls 
to the accompaniment of a slight fluttering of the wings. Though keeping 
mainly to high trees, at times descends to bushes and even the ground to 
forage among dead leaves. Moves about a great deal locally in the non- 
breeding season. 

FOOD. Manlids and other large insects and their lar\*ac. Among stomach 
contents the following have been identified; weevils {Astycus and MyUocerus . 
spp.), bugs ij^ezara oiridula), crickets {GtyHotalpa africana and Gryltodes 
melanocephalus) (Mason & Lefroy, 1912). Also feeds largely on tlic fig^ of 
the various wild Ficus spp. ; caterpillars are fed to the young. 

VOICE and calls. A very noisy bird. A Jong bisyllabic whistle tee-trere 
or ti~eee, of shrill parrot-like quality with the accent on the second syllable, 
frequently uttered as they fly among the tree-tops. See also General 
Habits. 

BREEDiNO. Season, overall January to October, but mainly ^farch to 
July. In western India Uicrc appear to be two periods of breeding, first 
February to April and again August to October. AVj/, a shallow and rather 
flimsy sauccr-shaped structure of twigs and grass coated exteriorly svith 
cobweb, witiiout lining, wedged or welded into the fork of a horizontal 
branclt up to 18 metres above tlic ground, usually at more moderate licights; 
it is decidedly small for tlie size of the bird, about 13 cm in diameter and 3 
cm deep. The normal clutch appears to be tlircc in' the Peninsula and two 
in Bengal. Ground colour ycUowisIi buff — sometimes pale green — blotdicd 
with chocolate-brown markings distributed evenly over the surface. Average 
size of 22 eggs 31 x 22*4 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diaonoss. Adult male has dark car-coverts and black lores; tiiroai 
and breast uniform grey, abdomen and flanks barred; centre of abdomen, vent and 
under taiJ-covrrts white. In adult female lores dark coloured same as ear-coverts; 
throat, breast, abdomen and flanks barred, the b.-irring usually extending further 
down than in the male, sometimes almost absorbing the white area- 

Flrsi-ycax male and female after the po5tju\*cnal moult .alike and similar to adult 
female. He may howe\*cr be distinguished from her by two point*: (I) the primary 
coverts are more or less uniform in colour with a white edge running round the whole 
of the tip. In adults (both sexes) these cm-erts arc blackish with marked grc>' 

edges and a white edge only on the outer side of the tip; (2) the outer mil-fcaihcr 

on each side is narrow and pointed, being of courtc retained from the juvenaJ 
plumage. 


measurements 


9 9 


Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from sVnill) 


111-134 mm 

153-173 

27-31 

24-27 

156-167 

26-30 

23-27 

108-135 mm 


Tail tends to be shorter in S. Indian birds: Kerala 111-119, 9 9 IOS-119 mm- 

(SA, H\V) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adults Iris reddish or orangc-bro'vn. Bill, legs and 
feet brownbh or slaty brown, juvenile. Iris brown. Bill slate, paler at base of 
lower mandible. Legs and feet bluish slate. 


1073. Himalayan Large Cnctoo-Shrike. Coranna mvathotlmdiiu nipulmit 
(Hodgson) 

Grauratur j\7pa/ensrf Hodgson, J33&, I/id. Rev,, 1/8): 327 (Nepal) 
Ccracinajarensis lushaiensis Koch, 1954, Conirib. Inst. Regional Exploration. No. 1: 

15 (Saiigau, Lushai Hills ( «= Mho]) 

Baker, FBI No. 759, Vol. 2: 344 

LOCAL NAME. TeUing'Pho (LcpchaJ. 

SIZE, pigeon — ; length 30 cm (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTER. Like mocei (1072) but larger; in addition, the adult 
female and the first-year male and female have the chin, throat and breast 
grey, followed by a certain amount of barring on the belly; the adult male 
is without any barring. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, nomadic, and apparently 
seasonal local migrant. The Himalayas from Rawalpindi (up to e. 1000 m) 
ill West Pakistan cast to Ncp.Tl, SiUcim, Assam, and East PakisLtn to the 
Chittagong region; from the plains normally to 1800 m. In Nepal it ascends 
the hills up to 2400 m In summer, and is found up to 1800 m in winter, 
occasionally to 2400 m (Proud). Affects different t>*pcs of forest. Generally 
keeps to openly wooded country* but frequents also scrub jungle, and in 
Assam scanty scrub on the Brahmaputra ehurs. There is a sviihdrawal from 
ihc higher levels in winter. 

ExtraUmiteL Other races in southern China and south across Malaysia 
to Australia. 

BREEDING. Sfoson, April to JuHC. Xest and eggs as in macei, tlic latter 
averaging 33*6 X 23*4 mm (Baker). 

Mesrof Diacnosts. DifTcrs from ruv/f (1072) in being larger. Adult female 
and fintyear birds (both sexes) have rhe tliroat and breast grey, followed by a certain 
amount of barring; they arc practically identical wnth the adult male of the nominate 
form tliough the amount of barring ts somewhat less. Adult male uniform grey 
from throat to the white vrniral patch, without any barring. 

MEAIURFMrNTI 

\Ving Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

d'd' 175-193 30-34 126-HS mm 

9 9 173-183 30-32 126-143 mm 
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OOUOTU OF BAILZ fjotot. Iris ’ bnwnilh red. Bin, feet and dawa black; 
nki grey or ydlowi* grey (Birwaa). 

1074-. Oylon Large Gackoo-Shxike. Cvrama tavathollaniiae Imarii 
(Blyth) 

Craalia fayarifi Blytb, 1866, Ibis: 368 (southern India and Ceybn; 
restricted by Ripley to Ceylon) 

Baker. FBI No. 760, VoL 2 : 345 

incAi. KAstrs. None recorded. 

aizz. Myna ± ; length c. 27 cm (lOJ in.). 

TOLD CHARACTERS.' As of 1072, q.V. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtjTtoN and HABITAT. A rathcT scarce hut widely distri- 
buted resident in Ceylon. Affects well-wooded country in the drier parts 
and natural openittgs in forest, ascending the bills to c. 9(X) m. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in macei (1072). 

BREEDING. Sratofi, March to June (Phillips) ; July and August (Wait), 
Jfeit as in macet. Eggs 2, average size c. 31 x 22-3 mm (Baker). 

MnsEtju Diagnosis. Scparat^ from macti on its small size. There is no difference 


in plumage. 

UASUREMEKTS 

Wing 

Bm 

Tarsus 

TaU 

4 <fd> 

145-151 

(from skull) 
27-30 


104-111, mm 

2 99 

140,154 

27,30 ^ 

22. 24 

106, 109 mm 

COLOUM OF 

BA»Z FAXTS. 

As ID mam. 


(HW-) 


1075. And a ma n Large Cackotr-Shrike. Corachus novaehotlanjiae andamana 
(Neumann) 

Graaraliir marri oidamainii Neumann, 1915, Om. Monatsb., 23; 181 
(Andaman Islands) 

Grauealajtamsis miamaunsisV/batlcr, 1940, Ibis: 731 (S. Andamans) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAWES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon — ; length c. 28 cm (1 1 in.). 

field characters. As of 1072, q.v. 

STATUS, DETRiBuTiON and HABITAT. Resident and fairly common in the 
^daman Islands. Open country (clearings and cultivation), scrub and 
bght forest. * Does not occur in the Nicobars ’ (AbdulaU, 1954, JBNHS 61 : 
556). 

g^’eral habits, pood and voice. Sittular to those of maceif but 
Unlike C. j. dobsoni [1076] not found in thick forest, keeping to gardens, 
d^gs, or trees standing in the open’ (A. L, Butler, 1899, JBNHS 12: 
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BBEEDiNO, SeasoKy hlay and June. Jfest undescribed, presumably as in 
macei, Eggt 2. 

Musstne Diaokosxs. Adult <J* of tdpcleTtsis type, but sli^tly paler hardly 
different in colour ffom nameini of Burma and Thailaxul, 

Adult 9 dso like japalensit, but paler,, more c^>ecully on und«parts, the grey 
throat and breast mer^g into pale indbdnct barring on the tmderparts, -which, 
ho^%'eTer, does not estend as far down the abdomen. 

Firat-ycar btrd^ paler above and below than stematsis ; barring on imderparts 
i^ter, but extending fitnn diin to lower breast. 

vBASOREUEifTS. Wing 173-176, 9 9 167-174 mm (HW). 

coiDORS OP BARS PARTS. As in mocft.' 

1076. Barred Cackoo-Shrike* Caracina siriala dohsom (Ball) 

Grauaiitts debsmi Ball, 1872, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal, 41 : 281 (Andamam) 
Baker, FBI No. 762. VoL 2: 346 
Plate 71. fig. 17 

lx>CAi. HAUES. None recorded. 

SEE. Myna -f ; length c, 26 cm (II in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Very Similar to navaehoUandxae but vent, under tail- 
coverts, lace and throat grey. Furthermore, in the female the underparts 
bdow the breast, lower back, rump and upper tail'coverts are barred wth 
black and white. The male has the Banks and rump faintly barred. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Andaxn^ Islahds, appa- 
rently confined to forest. 

£jrfrfl/unjta/. Other races in the Malay Peninsula and the islands of Malay- 
sia to Celebes and the Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS. Unlike novoehoUojidiae exclusively a forest bird never 
venturing into the open fields. Often in association ^v5th mynas, minivets, 
drongos, etc. in the itinerant mixed himting parties. Flight imdulating and 
seldom extended beyond tree to tree or branch to branch, and is weaker 
than that of the Large Cuckoo-Shrike. Keeps fairly high up in the trees, 
usually in pairs. 

FOOD. Unrecorded. 

VOICE and calls. A quiet bird without the noisy whistle of the Large 
Cuckoo-Shrike and has a pleasing short song (A. L. Butler). 

BREEDING. No definite data. A nest with one egg, doubtfully of this 
species, recorded by Baker as taken in the latter half of ,^ril *— a shallow 
cup well bound with cobweb, placed high in a tree. The tgg measured, 
34 X 22 mm. 

Museuu Diagnosis. Seo Key to the Spedcs; for details of plumage Baker, loc. 
dL PosQuvtaial moult of body, lescr, median and greater coverts. First-year bird 
disdnguisbed by retention of juvcnal characters in primary coverts, ' tertials and 
outer r e c trices. 

measurements. Wing (pd' 153-170, 9 9 151-172 mm (Baker, Richmond). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irls CTUDSon. Bill, legs and feet black. 
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1077. Dark Girey Gackoo-Shrike* Coracina melaschistos melascbdslas 
(Hodgson) 

Ftfhwrrrtf Hodgson, 1836, Ind, Rev,, 1 (8): 328 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 753, Vol. 2: 337 
Plate 71, Bg. 16 
NAME. KabSn (Bengal). " 

SIZE. BcnN-een bulbul and myna; length 22 cm (9 in.). 

dark bluish grey bird tvith dark cyc- 
stripe; wings black; tail black, the 
centr^ rectrices narro\vly, the lateral 
ones broadly tipped white. 

Female similar but paler grey and 
often VNith barred underparts as in the 
young, A roundish >vhitc patch under 
each wing, and tvhitc terminal mar^n 
to the tail conspicuous in flight, the 
latter particularly >vhcn the bird is 
augbting. Adult superficially confusable >vith adult Plaintive Cuckoo (584). 

PTATus, DCTRjBimoN and HABITAT, An altitudinal migrant in the Hima- 
layas fiuiu Mmrce in West PaKstan (up to 2000 m) east through thc.outcr 
of Garhwal, Nepal and Sikkim (up to 1800 m), BhuUn (between 
m), Assam (from 750 to 1500 m and up to 2100 in the Naga 
f V h i l l s of East Pakistan (svintcr). Does not breed in the lower 

oothillj. In niost of its rang^ particularly in the western part and in Nepal, 
! “ ® summer \-isitor in the hills from the end of March to October, wintering 
m the terai, duars and adjacent plains, and straggling in the Peninsula 



CHARACTERS. Male. A 


X e, 1 




through Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra as far south as Mysore 
(Ijonda, c. 15*3074.). Affects open forest, riverine bamboo jungle, pine 
forest, oak and chestnut woods, abandoned land, and gro%'es. 

ExtrelvniUiI. Central and eastern China, Formosa and Indochinese 
subi^ion. 

general HABITS. Arboreal. For the most part kc^ well up in trees 
although it might be seen ss’or^g through rough undergrowth. Once 
observ^ hopping about on the ground under tea bushes. Normally singly 
or in pairs, often associating with drongos and miiuvcts in the itinerant 
hunting bands. Their general actions and behaviour — hopping and vol- 
planing from branch to branch, upright stance when perched, and fluttering 
or hovering in front of leaf-sprigs to take insects — arc all strongly reminis- 
cent of the minivets and wo(^ shrikes. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A descending three- or four-note song da^la-Ja (Fleming) 
syllabled as pity-to-be or tweet-tweet-tweeor, fairly loud but rather monotonous 
and plaintive, uncred from a branch or in flight. Song period in Nepal, 
beginning of hlarch till end of September (Proud). 

BREEDING. iSVaitm, chiefly May to June. A'erf, a shallow cup of pliant 
twigs, roots and fibres matted together with cobwebs, draped on the outside 
with lichens and bits of bark, Jones describes has an extraordinary structure 
made almost entirely ofcaicrpillan' web with their droppings still adhering 
to the exterior, while Osmaston describes a nest as a flimsy structure com- 
posed almost entirely of the dead dedduous shoots of PhyUanlhus wo\'cn 
■with cobwebs and decorated with lichen. It is fix»d on or in the fork of a 
branch finm three to eight metres above the ground. Eggi^ usually 3, some- 
times 2, rarely 4, pale oU^’c-g^cy longitudinally blotched all ov*cr vsith pale 
brown. Average size of 30 eggs 24*3 X 17*4 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to The Spedes, 

MEASUREMENTS 



ISlng 

BIU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

<?(? 

118-128 

19-23 

21-24 

111-123 mm 
(once 95, once 96) 

99 

114-124 

19-22 

21-24 , 

109-120 ram 
(SA, BB, SDR) 


The sexes do not differ in size significantly. 

Wdght 4 c? 9 35-42 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE BA&TS. Ifis reddish *47rown. BUI, legs, feet and daws bUck; 
soles dirt>* while, sometimes with a ydlowiih tinge (Biswas). 

CoRACZKA MELASOFTERA (Ruppell) 

Key to the Sobgpe cl es 


Darker and Larger, wing <5* 107 mm or os'Cr Cm. TieUr^tera 

Paler and smaller, wing o’ 106 mm or under C n. 


C. IR. mdescHifar ( 1077 ). 
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1078. Himalayan Blacklieaded Cuckoo-Shrike. Coradna JTulanopUra 
TnelanopUrra (Ruppell) 

(xblepyris jnelenoptera RCpp^, 1839, Mus. Scnckcnbcrgianum, 3: 25, pi. 2, Fig. I 
(Neu Holland, trroref Bhadwar, Punjab) 

Lelage ^ktsi eximta Van Tyne & Koel2r-1936, Occ. Papers Mus. Zool., Univ. hEchi- 
gan. No. 334: 4 (Bhadwar, Kangra District, Punjab, British India) 

Baker, FBI No. 756, Vol. 2: 340 
LOCAL NAMES. Nouc rccordcd. 

EKE. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1079, q.V. 

STATUS, DBiRiBirnoN and HASnAT. Resident and local migrant; from 
Hoshiarpur and Kangra districts — possibly also adjoining submontane 
districts of W. Pakistan Punjab — (April to September) east to the Himala- 
yan districts of U.P., up to e. 1000 m in the foothills. Winters in the adjacent 



melanoptera (1078). ^kesi (1079). 



plains (exact localities not recorded). Affects open deciduous forest and 
scrub jungle. 

Exlrdimital. Replaced by ^kesi in peninsular India and Ceylon. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As of 1079. 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, presumably July and August, but nesting unrecorded. 
Museum Diagnosis. Differs from sykesi in being larger and darker on the back 
and upper tail-coverts, lower breast and belly. 

MEASUREMENTS. Wing I07-1I2 mm; tail 85-92 mm (Kock). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Not rCCOfdcd. 
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1079. Feninanlar Blackheaded Cnckoo-Shrike. CcTcrihc 
^ktsi (Strickland) 

Lelage /ykrri Strickland, 1844, Ann. Mag. Nat HlsL, 13; 36 (Calcutta, tide Baker •=» 
Dukhun, Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, pt. 2: 77, 87) 

Baker. FBI No. 756. Vol. 2: 340 
Plate 71, fig. 14 

LOCAL NAMES. JmgU kdsja (Hindi); Chkoia bahrSm (Saugar dist., M.P.); CXona 
akimijri (Tclugu); KalS malhdno kdsio (Gujarati); K'anmtappi (Mala)*alain). 

SIZE. Bulbul i; length f. 19 cm (7 J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, Male, light grey wth black head, ^vings and tail, 
the latter conspicuously white- tipped on all but the middle pair of rcctriccs; 
abdomen and vent white. 

Female and young (immature) browner, with no black on head, 
the underparts buff-white, barred \vith dark brorni except on the abdomen, 
vent and imder tail-coverts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to considerable 
seasonal local movements. But silent in non-breeding season and then 
liable to be overlooked. Ceylon and the whole of the Indian peninsula east 
of a line from Kutch apd northern Saurashtra roughly through Mount 
Abu to Bareilly, Nepal duns (one record, Hitaura May 21, Brnsas), West 
Bengal (monsoon, June to September), Assam south of the Brahmaputra, 
Nagaland, Manipur, and East Pakistan (winter), in the plains and hills 
up to 1500 m. A rare resident in the NUgiri Hills, found up to 2100 m but 
chiefly as a winter visitor (October to April). In Ceylon locally distributed 
in the lowlands, ascending to 1650 m on the eastern side but Icss'high in 
the wetter western aspect. Affects secondary jungle, open light dedduous 
or mixed forest, thick hedges, fruit gardens, mango groves, young date 
scrub, mangroves. 

Local Migration, Movements undear. A marked passage has been recorded 
in June and again in September-October at Dhulla (Khandesh dist., Maha- 
rashtra) and Belgaum (M>’sorc). In Mysore and Kerala it is most common 
as a wntcr visitor. 

GENERAL HABITS. Found Singly, in pairs or small parties, oflen in 
association with^ the roving hunting flocks of tree-pies, babblers, svood 
shrikes. Grey Tits, minivets, etc. According to Wait the males arc solitary 
out of the breeding season, the females and the young associating in small 
troops. The birds fly from bush to bush or tree, searching metliodically the 
leaves and twigs as they proceed from branch to branch. They prefer tali 
trees and only occasionally do they descend to the ground in search of 
insects, progressing by long hops like a thrush. 

Display, As the breeding season approaches, the male seems to become 
exceedingly vociferous and quarrelsome, darting repeatedly at his mate 
with outspread wings and tail and uttering all the while a sharply repeated 
chattering cry (E. H. N. Gill). 

FOOD. Mostly insects; also berries (Lantana, Ficus figs, etc.). 

VOICE and calls . - The song consists of some clear mellow whistling notes 
followed by a quick-repeated pit’Pit^pit, heard only during the hot weather 
and rains. Abo rendered as tivit wit wll tuy toy iuy twy and wit wit wheel 
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wheel wheel wheel (Henry). The female’^has a monosyllabic chirp. One call is 
abo described as * a lazy buzzing snarl * (Nichob). 

BREEDING. Seoson, chicfly March to hfoy in Ceylon, April-May in the 
southern Peninsula, June to August in the Deccan, and June to September 
in the northern parts of its range. JV«/, a shallow saucer c. 8 cm in diameter, 
made of dry grasses, lightly bound \rith cobweb, forming a compact and 
firm structure, but lacking the finbh of the nests of minivets and wood 
shrikes, and devoid of any limng. Very small for the size of the bird and 
difficult to find; placed in the fork or on a bare branch of a large tree from 
two to eight metres above the ground. Eggs, 2 in Ceylon, and 3, sometimes 
2 in the Peninsula; greemsh white thickly blotched and streaked throughout 
with shades of pale brown, particularly towards the large end. Average 
size of 50 eggs 22*4 X 16*2 mm (Baker). The male shares incubation. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from melanoptera in being smaller and paler on the 
back and upper tail-coverts, lower breast and belly. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

d'd' 

98-110 

18-20 

19-22 

72-84 mm 
(once 94) 

99 

98-104 

17-20 

20-22 

71-80 mm 
(SA, HW, DB) 


Weight 19 9 24-36 g (SA). 

COLOURS OT BARE FARTS. IrU dark brovm. Bill, legs and feet horn brown. 


1079a. Nicobar Pied Cnckoo-Shrilce. Coraeina nigra dainsoni (KIoss) 

Lelage nigra damsoni Kloss, 1926, Jour. Malay Branch Roy. Asiat. Soc., 4; 159 
(Nicobar Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 757, Vol. 2: 341 
’ Hate 71. fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE, Bulbuli ; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Atove, forchcad and superciliarics white; 
crown and mantle glossy black; back and rump pale grey; tail black with 
white tips; wings black and white. Below, white; breast washed with grey. 

Female brown above; dirty white lightly barred srith black below. 

Young (immature) brownish, mottled above and streaked below. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; Nicobar Islands (Trin- 
kat, Camorta). Not yet recorded from Gar Nicobar or Little and Great 
Nicobar, Affects forest edges and secondary ^wth. 

Exlralimtlal. Other races in the Malay Peninsula and the isbnds of 
Mala^aia to Celebes and the Philippines. 

GENERAL HAurTs. Found in pairs or small parties in low scrubby undcr- 
gro^vth, feeding dose to the groimd. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Season? Eggs Iiavc been found in May. Xest, described as a 
slight structure of fine sticks fastened to a small branch with cobw’cbs, and 
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covered with Hchen externally; taken in very dense forest. Eggs 2, similar 
to those of 1079 but rather brown. Two eggs measure 21*8 X 16 and 
22*1 X 15 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis, Sec Key to the Species; for detaib of plumage Baker, 
loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from ikuU) 

3 88-92 15-19 19-21 85-72 mm 

2 9 9 88,89 18,19 20,22 69,73 mm 

(Grubh) 

COLOURS OF BABE PARTS. Iris brown Of rcddish brmvn. Bill, legs and feet black. 


Genus Pericrocotus Boic 

Perieroeotas Bole, 1826, Isis, col. 972. T^-pe, by monolypy. Musneepa miniata 
Temminck 

Genus remarkable for its brilliant coloration in which reds and yellows predomi- 
nate. BUI about hairiengtb of head, strong, hooked and notched, NoitrUs concealed 
by plumes. Wing long and pointed; tail long and itcqily graduated. Feet weak. 


Key to the Species 


IX 


TaU black and red; upper tail-coverts red 
A Crown and back glossy black 

a Innermost secondaries with oval red drops P.femmevsd' 

b Innermost secondaries with no oval red drops 

1 Red of wing-patch extending down along outer webs of sc- 

condariei P- tthologus cJ’ 

2 Red of wng-paich not extending down along outer wel» of 

secondaries ....P. bTtvirostris d* 

B Crown and back ashy or grey, ncx’cr black 
c U^ng os'cr 80 mm 

3 Ixm’cr plumage bright scarlet.^ P- Solaris ^ 

4 Lower plumage rosy red. P- fosnu d' 

d Wing under 75 mm 

5 Throat grey to black; breast scarlet p, eixMfitTvus ^ 

6 Lower plumage all pale yellow, ............ .P. cinnememevs 9 

TaU black and >*el]ow; upper laU-covcrts ydlow 

C Innermost secondaries with oval yellow spots. ...... 9 

D Inncnn«t sccondario w’ilh no oval ydlow spots 
c Upper and lower back not concoloroia ............. .P> sslaris 9 

f Upper and lower back concolorous 

7 Rump and upper taU-co>*crts all deep >'elIow 


t Yellow of forehead extending on crown to lori of eye.... 


P, trtnrotirit 9 

*i Ydlow offordicad not extending on crown P- tddegvs 9 

8 Rump and upper tall-coverti margined vriih ydlow, .P . nsets 9 
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Page 

III Tail black and v.hite; upper tafl-covcrts grc>', brown or black 


, E Rump red, or white marked wth red 

g Dark parts of upper plumage glossy black P. nyihtpy^vs ^ -45 

h Dark parts ofupper plumage smoky brown P.tiyikropy^ ^ 45 

F Rump with no trace of red P.diccrieatus 39 


Pericrocotus FiAinaus (Forster) 

Key to the Subspecies 
Males 

A Underparts deep scarlet 

a First two primaries with no red on the outer webs 

1 Larger, wing 96 mm or o\‘cr P, f. speciovjs 25 

2 Smaller, wing c. 90 to 98 mm P. f. fraUrcvlus 28 

b First three primaries with no red on the outer webs; bases of rcctrices 

with a considerable amoxmt of black P.f. endamerjT^is 27 

■ B Underparts more oran^ Jess scarlet P.f.fcirmms 27 

3 Size as 1 ; more red in tail P.f.serziruhfT 29 


1080. North Indian Scarlet Minivet. Paicrocottis Jlammeus speciosiis 
(Latham) 

Turdar spedosus Latham, 1790, indec Om., 1 : 363 
(India, restricted to Darieding by Baker) 

PkzadnmU tUgens Honficld, 1840, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 156-7 (Assam; tj-pc 
locality restricted by Dcignan, 1 946, to the nrighbourhood of SadiN-a, 
north-eastern Assam) 

CX Dagnan, H. G., 1946, Auk, 63: 312-33. 

Baker, FBI No. 733, VoL 2; 319 
PUtc 71, fig. 9 

tocAL KAMEs. Pohdri bvlalchdshm (Hindi); Sdkili (Himala^n); SdjdU (B<mgali); 
PajdWf Ra^ndidra (Nepali). 

SIZE. Bulbul -f ; length c, 23 cm (9 in.). 

FnxD CHARACTERS. A sUm glossy black and deep scarlet bird. 

Male. Abot^i head, neck and upper 
back glossN* blue-black; lower back and 
rump deep scarlet; wings and graduated 
tail particoloured black and scarlet. BelozL\ 
throat black, rest of underparts bright 
scarlet. 

^ Female. Forehead' and short super- 

^ ^ j dlium bright yellow; rest of upperparls 

ycUos\ish grc>*; wings and tail as in male, 
with scarlet |rcplaccd by >*eUow; underparts bright yellow. 

The male differs from ttkolcgus and brfviToslns by its larger size and the 
greater amount of red on tail as seen from above; the female by its larger 
SIM and the brighter yellow* of the underparts. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTiOK and HABITAT. Resident, mo\'ing to lower alti- 
tudes and extending into the pl^ns in tsdntcr. The Himala^tis from Murree 



cast through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan (common in the footWUs), and the 
hills of Assam north of the Brahmaputra south to the Patkai Hills; breeding 
from r. 990 m up to at least 1800 metres (common from 1500 to 2700 m in 
Nepal — Proud, 1 955, JBNHS 53 : 62) . Recorded in the plains at Lucknow 


Pericrocotus flommcui 



fTTl spetiosus (io8o). fraternitus (1082). semTubn (1083). 


Jliirxninji (loSi). ; ; cndamctitMis (loSoa). 


(U.P.), Madhubani (N. Bihar) and in the Jalpmguri district (northern 
W. Bengal). Affects forest only; in w'intcr it may be seen in mango tops. 

GEKERAi. HABITS, FOOD and voicx. As in fiamjnms (1081). 

BREEDING. Season, April to July. Breeding biology as in Jlammeus. Average 
size of 13 eggs 22*4 X 16*8 mm (Baker). Accordii^ to him the male also 
incubates. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. First two primaries in male 
unspotted (first three in female). In specimens from the western Himalayas the red 
of ihc central rcctrices is usually absent. In the eastern Himalayas the red is more 
often found and is greater in extent though it seldom reaches the shaft. 


measurements 



5\'jng 

BiU 

(from Stull) 

Tairus 

Tail 

d'd' 

95-110 

19-2! 

17-19 

96-113 nun 

9 9 

96-108 

19-22 

17-19 

94-110 mm 


Weight o' $ 28-37 g (SA). 

COLOURS or BARE TARTS. Iris brown. Bill .black. Legs, feel atui claws blackish 
brown. 
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1080a. Andaman Scarlet Minivet. Pericrocotits Jlammeus andemanensis 
Bcavan — 

PerUroeotusendamemmsis* Teller * =* Bea\’an, 1867, Ibis: 382 (Andaman Islands) 
Baker, FBI No. 736, VoL 2: 322 

LOCAL KAsiES. Nonc rccordcd, 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 21 cm (8^ in.). 

HELD CTIARACTERS, As of 1080. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBirnoN and habitat. Resident. Andaman Islands, in 
forest. ‘ Not uncommon about hit Harriet, Aberdeen, and other localities 
in the ricinity of Port Blair ’ (Hume, 1874, SF 2; 208), 

general habits. As in Jlammeus (1081). Frequents the crowns of trees 
in smaQ parries. 

FOOD, Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Nonc recorded. 

BREEDiNc. Unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. The black extending over the whole length of the central 
rcctrices is a distincrive character. First three prlmarits of adult male unspotted ; 
fint four primaries of adult female and yoimg male unspotted. 

MEASUREMENTS 



\\5ng 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

6 d'd' 

92-96 

19-20 

— 

87-98 mm 

1 9 

92 

(from feathers) 


93 tnra 
(H\V) 

d'9 

89-95 

13-14 

r. 18 

73-89 mm 
(Baker) 

COLOtn^ OF BARE PARTS. 

As in fsmmras. 




1081, PcmnsulaT I ndi a n Scarlet (or Orange) Minivet. Pericrocolus 
Jlammeus Jlammeus (Forster) 

Masdespajairm^a Fontcr, 1781, Ind. ZooL: 25-26, pL 13 (No locality = Ccjlon, 
riif IVhrttlcr & Kinncar, 1933, JBNHS 36: 341) 

Biker, FBI No. 737. VoL 2: 322 
Plate 71, fig. 8 

LOC AL NAMES, Pd.Hrf bUlikhashn (Hindi); Ktscri^ Tajdlal (Gujarati); JMcrzJcffl 
PctfcaT=T (TamH); Ciri-fcmJ/e (Sinhala) ; Teeklsnai {Mala>-alaml. 

SIZE. Bulbul; length r. 20 cm (8 m,.). 

held characters. As of lOSO, q.v. 

STATO, . DBTRiBCTioN and HABITAT. Resident. From about the Tapri 
mtT in Gujarat south through Maharashtra, M^.’sorc and western Tamil 
Nadu to Kcra^ cast to the Shevaroy Hills, More common in the lulls 
than in the plains: in the Nilgiris up to 1800 m; in the Palnis to the top of 
the hills. C^ion, in the hills up to c. 2100 m and locally in the low countrx'. 
Affects deciduous, mixed and es T r g r e ea foresL 

CENER.AL HABITS. AxborcaL In flocks of up to 20 birds or more in the 
non-breeding season, often in mixed hunting parries. Hits restlessly among 
the forest canopy ho\*cring in front of a sprig or fiowTr to capture Insects 
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and spiders and also makes short aerial sallies in pursuit of winged prey. 
Flight direct, with the graduated tail frequently spread, the flock flitting 
from tree to tree in foUow-my-lcadcr style. 

Display. A display flight has been recorded in which the male — or both 
sexes — soars up with outspread wings, then spirab down, wings still out- 
stretched, and alights on the top of a tree, the performance being repeated. 

FOOD. Calcrpillars, green crickets, cicadas and other insects. 

VOICE and calls. A s\s*cct-toncd clear double whistle twee^twee repeated 
cverv 2 or 3 seconds. Also tweetyiree-ticeelyuree-ty'xee, similar to that of Hemdpus 
but somewhat irregular and readily distinguishable from the latter. The 
song is merely a more elaborate version of the same sounds, a shrill pleasant 
warble not often heard. 

BREEDING. ScGSon, ID Ccylou mainly Februar)'-May, with a second brood 
in August-September; an occasional occupied nest may be, found in other 
months (Hcnr>’) ; in Kerala nests are found in February and from June 
to September, therefore presumably haring two broods; in Mysore from 
June to September, and in Maharashtra July-August. J\est, a neat small 
cup of lichens bound together with cobwebs, plastered with flakes of bark 
and spiders* egg-cases, and Uned with mid-ribs of dr)* leaves harmonizing 
perfectly with the supporting branch; usually at a considerable height 
— 6 to 18 metres from the groimd. Favourite sites are a tree growing on the 
edge of Jungle or tall trees in tea plantations. Eggs, 2 or 3, pale blue-green, 
freilcd with pale >'cIlowish b^o^vn, lavender and grey*; they measure 
about 23 X 17 mm. Incubation by female only, feeding of young by both 
sexes. \\Ticn nest-young in danger from predator, e.g. tree pie, both parents 
observed fluttering frantically from branch to branch, scrceciung piteously 
as if wounded. The male with fluffed plumage even fell fluttering to the 
ground to heighten the effect. 

Museum DiACNOsa. Undcrpxrts in male more orange than scariet; the fim 
three primaries lade the red spot, and the central rcctrica arc wholly black; in the 
female the first three primaries lack the ^*eIIow spoL 


MEASUREMENTS 


llTcg BUI 

Tarsu* 

Tan 

(from stuU) 



d’d’ 87-97 17-20 

16-17 

82-101 mm 

S 9 87-96 16-19 

16-17 

86-96 mm 

■Wdght 3 d'd’ 25-27; 1 9 25 g (Reusdi. SA). 


(SA, HSV) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. B31 black; nMnith pink, ^-dlowish pink 
or brown and greyish pink. Legs, feet and claws black; soles \-cUowish- 


1082. Burmese Scarlet Minivet. Pfrierccolus fammras freUrndus Swinhoe 
Perinvcctas freUradus Swinhoe, 1870, Ibis: 244 (Hainan) 

Pfrirrecclas ipedsms lalm La Touche, 1922, BuIL Brit. Om. CL, 42; 54 
(Southeast Yunnan) 

Baker, FBI No. 734, VoL 2: 320 

XJOCAL NAMES. Dcs Tihi gcdtle (Cachsxi) ; Hgerui (Kacha Naga) ; Vehshfr.fr (hllkir) ; 
Sera fdkhi (Comilla, E. Pakistan). 
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SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 22 cm (8 in.). 

ElELD CHARACTERS. As of 1080, q.V. 

STATUS, DisTTtiFtmoH and HABITAT. Rcsfdcflt. Garo, Khasi, Cachar 
and Naga hills of Assam, Manipur (?) and south to the East Pakistan 
hills, from plains level to c, 1800 m. AHects open deciduous and ev er gre e n 
forest. 

OEKERAi. HABITS, POOD and VOICE. As in fiammtus. In courtship, des- 
cribed by McCann (JBNHS 34: I06I-2), a female flew up from branch 
high into the air accompanied by a feeble whistle. The male pursued and 
sdzed her tail-tip in his bill, both birds then spiralling down through space 
thus — * like a plane spinning *’ *. Male released fcmalc/bcforc returning 
to the same perch. These antics were soon repeated. 

BREEDIHO. April to Junc. Breeding biology as in the nominate race. 
Egg measurements: 23 x 14*3 to 23 X I5'8 mm (Baker). 

Mokuh Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspecies. In the adult male, the first two 
primaries lack the red spot and the central rectrices are wholly black; in the female 
the first three rectrices lack the yellow spot. 

heasuseuents 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from feathers) 

d"9 90-97 13-14 e. 18 78-81 mm 

1 (Baker) 

Wing (jTcf 9&-103; p 9 93-101 mm (Dcignan). 

cotouRs OP BARE PARTS. As mJUtmmeus. 


1083. East Indian Scarlet Minivet. Pericrocoiux Jiammeus semiruber 
Whistler & Kinncar 

PerieroeohtsspeciosussmirvberV/hvtlcr & Kinncar, 1933, Jour.Bombaynat. Hist. Soc., 
36: 340 (Sankrametta, Vizagapatam) 

LOCAi. NAUE. S3^3li (Bengali). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 22 cm (8| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1080, q.V, Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. From w'cstcm Madhya 
Pradesh (Betul) to Orissa, southern Bihar and West Bengal, and northern 
Andhra. Affects moist-deciduous and evergreen forest of the hill tracts. 

OENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in Jiammeus. The males are said 
to have a ‘ superb courtship flight above the tree-tops in April and May *. 

BREEDING. SeosoTif presumably May and Junc as sexual display was ' 
observed during the latter end of April in the Visakhapatnam and Betul 
districts. Nesting as In fammeus. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from speciosus in the greater amount of red in the 
tail. First two primaries unspotted in the male, first three (usually) in the female. 
The red on the central pair of rectrices usually occupies the tcrrninal two-thirds 
of the outer webs, P^ f. fratereutus has the central rectrices wholly black and is 
ihgbtly smaller. 
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MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

Tsssus 

T.a 



(fromslnill) 



d'd' 

100-106 

20-21 

I&-19 

91-102 

99 

96-102 

19-20 

18 

92-101 



As in fammeas. 


(HW) 

COX.OU3U 

OF DARE PARTS. 




1084. Shortbilled Minivet. Pericrocotus bremroslris brevirostris (\Tgors) 

AfuscipeUt brevirestris Vigors, 1630, IVoc. Zool, Soc. London; 43 (Himab>’a5 Sikkim 
foothills, ridr Mayr, 1940) 

Fhaenieomu c^is McC3dhmd, 1840 (1839), Pioc. Zool. Soc. London: 157 
. (Sadiya, Assam) 

PericToeotus brevirostris sangmnetis Koclr, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc, India 4: 42 
(Shillong Peak, Khasia Hills) 

Baler, FBI No. 739, Vol. 2 : 324 , 

Plate 71, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. LSU rSja sor&i (Assam) ; Deo ribi keshiba (Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul — length c. 17 cm (7 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male, a hkck and scarlcC bird tvith a brosd scaWct 
band running through the black wing, black throat, a black and scarlet 
steeply graduated tail, and a scarlet rump. Very similar to eihologus and 
difficult to distinguish from it in the field; in the latter the red extends dotvn 
along the outer webs of the secondaries, forming a rough, inverted U on the 
wing. 

Female has a grey back, yellow throat, and all the red parts of male 
replaced by yellow. 

Young (first-year) male resembles female. Wing pattern of females is 
practically similar. 

P, brevirostris may be distinguished by the more extensive yellow of the 
forehead (extending to the top of head) and on the sides of neck. Voice is 
probably different but comparative data arc wanting. The slightly larger 
species is distinguished by the red spots on the secondaries (yellow 

in the female) separated from the larger wing-patch by a black band. 
Male Solaris has a dark grey, not black throat; female has a whitish throat 
contrasting ^vith the remaining yellow underparts. P. ctmwmofnmf U smaller, 
has grey head, back and throat and yellow-orange beHy; the female has 
the imdcrparts whitish and an orange-red rump. P. roseus has grey upper- 
parts and rosy red imderpar^s. Except for the latter two species, shades of 
red in minivets cannot be appraised in the field. 

STATUS, distribution ' and habitat. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments; mu^ less common than F. eihologus, at least in the Hinialayas. 
From west central Nepal (two records) to Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA, Aasam 
south to the Mizo HUh# Nagaland, Mampur and the hills of East Pakistan; 
from r. 1800 to 2400 m descending to the foothills in winter. Affects open 
deciduous forest, edges of evergreen, and secondary growth near cultivation. 
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Ptrlcrecotus brev/rostr/s 



Extralimital. Extends to western Burma and W'cstcrn Yunnan. The 
species ranges to Kwangtung and North Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD, Similar to those of elkologiss, q.v. 

voice and calls. The following notes arc described by Lister (JBNHS 
52 : 47) for brevirostris, but identity not absolutely certain. A shrill persistent 
tianzviwi (first note lower) given by both sexes when perched or in flight. 
A charring shmi . , , skmei (rising) . . . twiwiwi (last note lower) ... A 
loud shi<hiwit‘<hiwit‘ckewau (high-rising-low) srith s’ariations given by 
a female. Tovr-tu.’i-fcci — swiliswee (high-low-low-rising) svith variations 
pven by male when flying round ; also a more complicated song too involved 
and too rapid to record phonclic^ly; the basis is a loud sivili (pitched fairly 
high) with many variations and often run together to form plirascs. Also 
recorded : a highpitched sensei while foraging, a soft wi. . wi given by both 
sexes, and calls in flight rendered as se'wa'Wa'U'ui and whi-ivhi-ivki-si-ieee. 
A comparative study of the vocalizations of P. brevirostris and its ‘double*, 
P. ethoiogus, seems desirable. 

BRECDiNO. Unknown. 

Museum Piacsosis. Adult male. Generally a deeper more crmison-rcsd under- 
neath than P.etSolegus. Gloss of upperparts more purplish. Black of throat deeper, 
more gloaiy and extending farther do\*'n the throat. First primar>'a!l black. Distin- 
guiibedfrom itmainlybytheblacksceondarics, \^'xfho^f a red margin- The central 
rectrices are narrowly margined vrith red on the outer webs. In the next p.sir, the 
red stretches not only on the outer web right up to the tip, but alto over much of the 
inner web, so that the tip U wholly red with a black wedge-shaped sonc from the 
base towards the edge ending about 25 mm before the tip. 


.In the female the throat is yellow, concolorous with the underparts; the yellow 
on fordiead extends to the crown to the level of the eyes. Thh species is also a little 
smaller than ethologus with a relatively shorter taiL 

MEASUXEMENn 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

85-91 15 88-103 mm 

9 9 85-90 15 90-100 mm 

TaU c. 105% of wing. (Stresemann, Mayr, BB) 

Wright o' 9 16-17 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Ifis dark brown. Bill, legs and feet black. 


Pericrocotus etholoous Bangs & Phillips 
Key Co the Sobapeelea 

A Smaller; deeper grey on upperparts. F. r. marias 

B Lighter gro)' on upperparts with an olive wash P,e. laetos 

C l-arger; red lighter, tail longer .R e./arillactos 


Page 
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54 
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1085. Wrvt Longtailed Minivet. Pericrocotus dholotf^ 

Javillaceus Bangs & Phillips 

PrricTOCotus bTtvirostris fanllaeem [sie] Bangs & Phillipi, 1914, Bull. Mui. Comp. 

Zool , Harvard Univ. 59:293 (KooUoo Valley, northern India) 

Baker. FBI No. 738. Vol, 2; 323 
Plate 71, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. U*ozul mini (Kashmiri) ; ChhSla pjh^ri bClSlchSskm (Hindi); RSjii&l 
(tf), chSrS { 9 ) (Paharia). 

SIZE. Bulbul length f. 18 cm (7 in.). 

HELD cHARAtTTERS. Malc, a slim glossy black and deep scarlet bird 
with a large scarlet patch on the bbek wing, black throat and a bbtk-and- 
scarlet graduated taiL 

Female has a yrllow throat and all the red parts of the male leplaccd 
by ycllovr. For distmetion between this species and F, hevirosiTis as well as 
other memben of the genus, sec 1084 (under Field Characicrs). 

STATUS, DOTRiBunON and HABITAT. Mostly a summer visitor (March 
to October) along the Himalayas from the Safed Koh (Whitehead, Ihu 
1909: 30), Chiiral and the Kaisargarh Range [Stocklcy, JBNHS 34: 575; 
Christisori, ibid. 43: 487 (recorded as 'speciosus* or 'brevirostris*)'] east 
tlirough Gilgit, Kashmir to central Nepal where it inlcrgradcs with lutus 
(Bbwas, JBNHS 58: 457). Breeds from c. 1200 to 3000 m; in cast Nepal 
from 1500-3400 m (Dicssclhorst). Birds recorded as high as 3900 in 
northwestern Nepal (Lowndes); optimum zone 1800-2400 m. 

(October to March) in the footliills, usually below 1000 m (up to 1 W m 
in Katlimandu Valley) and in the plains from Peshawar, the Sait Range 
and Bahawalpur cast through Uttar Pradesh and Madh^^ Pradoh south 
to Betul, Seoni and Jabalpur. Straggles south to Sind (Malir near K^chi), 
Baluchistan (Sibi), Jodhpur. Mount Abu. Maharashtra (Sangola), Gujarat 
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Distnbutiooa! ranges 


tlilliilil faxillacns (1085). ' IHI Wnt (1086). matiae (1087). 

(Deesa). Affects open forest (mainly pine forest in the western parts of its 
range) and trees bordering cultivated areas; in the plains in winter risits 
wooded compounds, mango groves, forest and tamarisk jungle. 

Extralimitcl, A summer visitor to Nuristan (Afghanistan). 

MIGRATION. No rin^g data. Arrives in its breeding grounds at the end 
of March or early in April; after the breeding season, flocking starts in July 
and a leisurely descent takes place from August to November. Usually the 
foothills are reached by September and the plains by November though 
a few may come as early as September in the more northern plains. Some 
arc found ho^vcvcr in the hills up to 2000 m during the winter. 

OENERAL HABITS. Highly gTCgarious except when breeding, parties of 
20 to 40 or more individuals beiilg met wth as they fly from tree-top to 
tree-top. One of the conspicuotis birds of the Himalayas. Strictly arboreal; 
flTts from sprig to sprig, sometimes hovers in front of a flower and occasionally 
hawks insects in the seldom if ever descends to bushes. Sits upright 
while at rest. 

FOOD. Ascertained food consists of spiders, orthoptera, hymenoptera, 
beetles, diptera and various larvae as well as buds of acacias and fimits. 

VOICE and calis. Notes recorded wth certidnty for thi«i species are a 
finch-like dJiMJib (Schafer), also rendered as a meUow, interrogative weei* 
twee? (SA). Other calls recorded as tig-tig-per-wa-Ue (Fleming), swttsmt^ 
swititaiil and swisweet-sweet^sweet (Magrath) and a tit-like chatter when 
trax-cUmg along &€ tre^tops. Also a frequent 3-syllabled call ^vell rendered 
by the word mnivet (Diesselhorst). See also 1084. ' ^ 

BREEDiNo. Season, April (once in March) to June, Pfestj a beautiful cup 
of grass bents, fine twigs or rootlets, thickly coated on the outside with 
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cobivcb and lichen. There is no real limng but occasionally a few feathers, 
down or hair are found. Placed towards the extremity of a horizontal 
branch high in tall trees, usually bcUv-ccn 15 and 24 metres from the 
ground, sometimes as low as 5 m. Eggs, 3 or 4, white usually tinged with 
pale green, spotted and blotched wth light brown to blackish brown, with 
secondary marks of pale lavender and inky grey. Average size of 1 5 eggs 
19*8 X 15*1 mm (Baker). Both parents build the nest and feed the young. 
One brood is reared. While their nest was being examined, the birds have 
been observed to * turn their tail inward betNs’cen thdr legs, spread out dicir 
wings, and flutter dowm from a neighbouring tree on to the ground just as 
a yoimg bird which could scarcely fly would do * (Dodsworth). 

Museum Diagnosis. Male (adult) similar to leutus; however differences arc 
bridged over by individual variation (Ma>T). 

Female (adult) back very greyish with only a slight greenish tinge ; a lair amount 
of yellow on forriicad; imdcrparts variable but generally pale Icmon-ycllow. 

Young, upperparts, median and lesser coverts dark grey, rump and upper taiU 
co\^ts yellowish and all excq>t last wth subterminal blackish bars and narrow white 
tips; car-coverts grey with darker bars; underparts greyish white, suffused with 
ydlow and with dark ban; under tail-coverts pale ydlow; greater co\*crts and tcr- 
dals yellowish white at tip; rest of wing and tail as in adult. Postjuv'coal moult in- 
dudes body, all wing-coverts exc^t primaries, and tcrtials. First-year males re- 
semble females. 

UEASUSEMENTS 

Wing BiU Tafl 

(from skull) 

cPtJi 89-96 14 104-114 mm 

9 9 86-94 14-15 101-114 mm 

(Mayr, SA) 

Tailr. 114% of wing. 

COXDURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1086. 


1086. East Himalayan Longtailed Minivet. Pmcrocotus elhologus laetus 

Mayr 

Pmcrocotus eihologus laetus Mayr, 1940, Ibis: 717 (Jcyluck, Sikkim) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

local names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1085, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments. ITie Himalayas from central Nepal cast to Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA, 
Assam in the Khasi Hills and East Pakistan in the northeastern hills. Lud- 
low’s report of * P. brevirostris qffijiis * as frequent between 1500 and 3300 m 
in Bhutan (Ibis 1937: 283) as well as Stevens’s records of ‘fljTmfr* up to 
3600 m in ^vinte^ in Sikkim probably pertain to P. ethobgus. This species 
breeds in a higher zone than P. brevirostris but previous records arc mixed 
up. The breeding zone appears to be between c. 1500 and 3300 m (up to 
3500 m in Tibet). Most biids descend to lower altitudes in winter, reaching 
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the foothills and extending into the plains as far as southeast Orissa (RusscU- 

konda), West Bengal and the Brahmaputra valley. Affects oDcn forest, 
deciduous or evergreen. upca lorcsi, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As in 1085. 

BREEDiNO. As in 1085. 

Museum Diagnosis. Male. Gcaicrally more orange or scarict-red bdow 
P. hretiTostris. Gloss of upperparts more bluish or even greenish blue. Black of throat 
duUcr and more restricted to upper throat. Second innermost rcctrix black except 
for a nanow red line along the outer web and an occarional uman red spot on the 
inner web. Size generally larger; tail relatively longer. Distinguished from it mainly 
by the red margin on the secondaries ; first primary with a whitish or pink margin 
along the outer web (aU black in brevirostris). Female has a narrower ydlow area on 
the fordiead and a w-hitish or pale yellow upper throat. 

Male (adult) is similar to that oi faviUaceus, but the red in general somewhat 
deeper; very slightly smaller, the tail somewhat shorter. 

Female (adult), crown of a pure dark grey with very Httlc ydlow on forehead, 
baA almost solid olivc-green; feathers around the eye white or ydlo^sish white; 
y^ow of undaparts richa*, more cad mium ydlow, but upper throat still distinctly 
paler than breast and abdomen; car-coverts greyish, 

MEASUREMENn 


cfc? 

99 


Wing 

Bill 

Tail 


(from skull) 


89-95 

15-16 

101-107 .mm 

88-92 

15-16 

98-108 mm 



(Mayr, Strescmaim, BB) 


Tail c. 113% of wing. 

Wdght 1 o’ 18; I 9 18 g (SA). 

COUSUM OF BARE PARTS. Irfs bfown. Bill. Icgs, fcct and daw black. 


10S7. Nagaland Longtailed Minivet- Pericrocotas ethalogus mmiae Ripley 

Pmmatzs tlfalcgm mcriu Ripley, 1952 (May 20), Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 50 : 
p . 486 (Phde, eastern Naga Hills) 

rencroevtus bminsiTis eurrus Koc^ 1952 (Sept.), Jour. ZooL Soc, India 4: 42 
(Hmuntha. Hills) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

local NAVE, Dao rihi kasMSa (Cadiari). 

snx. Bulbul-; lengths. 18 cm (7 in.). 

*tlld characters. As in 1085, q.v. 

®lsTRiBtmoN and habitat. Resident subject to vertical move- 
an? P Mampur, southern Assam in Cachar and Mizo Hills, 

t Pakistan in the C^ttagong Hill Tracts; up to at least 1800 m. 
forest, dedduous or e\*ergrcca. 

wttlal. The Chin Hills of Burma, The species ranges cast to central 
Vietnam and north to Manchuria, 
general habits, food and voice. As in 1085. 

BREEniNG. Unrecorded. 

Compared to Iceba, the adult female is deeper and more 
Srey on the upperparts, laciang the olivo-greea wash; rump and upper 


tail-coverts somewhat richer, more orango->’dlow. Below there is a rich, strong 
orange-ycUo^s' wash particularly on the lower throat, breast and abdomen. Adult 
male slightly deeper red. For distinguishing from P. bremroztris see 1086. 
MEASUREMENTS. Wing I (Ji 88, 2 9 9 65, 86; cf IW* 9 104 mm. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1 086, 


1088. Yellowthroated Minivet, Pericrocoius Solaris Solaris Blyth 

Pcrierocotus Solaris 'Blyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 15; 310 (Daijeding) 
Baker, FBI No. 742, Vol. 2: 326 
Plate 71, fig.4 

LOCAL NAMES. Doo tisko Tojo gobetha, Dao ribi gakerba (Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 17 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTTERS. Male. Abovc, CTown and back dark slaty, not 
black; rump and upper tail-coverts deep scarlet; wii^ and tail black and 
red. Below, chin greyish white; throat orange-yellow; rest of lov-'cr plumage 
bright scarlet. 

Female. Above, crown, neck and upper back ashy grey, chan^g to 
olive-grcca on lower back and to dark yellow on upper tail-coverts. Wing 
and til as in male but red replaced by yellow. Below, chin greyish white, 
rest of undciparts yellow. 

The male of this race differs finm other inini\’cts by the whitish chin 
and orange-yellow wasff on the throat; the female by the whitish chin and 
absence of yellow on the forehead. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical mo\'c- 
ments. Nepal where it appears to be scarce [observations and specimens 
from Dcorali (Biswas, JBNHS 58: 457) are Ihe only post-Hodgsonian re- 
cords], Sikkim common and recorded up to SOCK) m, Bhutan, common 
from 1500 to 3000 in'(LTidIow, Ibis 1937: 283), the hills ofjalpaiguri district 
(W. Bengal), Assam (Abor, Cachar, Khasi and hfanipur hills) and the 
hills of East Pakistan, up to the highest peaks. An old Kashmir record is 
very doubtful (Hume, SF II : 97). Affects open forest. 

Extraliirdtal. Ran^ cast to northern and \s‘estcm Burma. The species 
extends through the Indochinese subregion, south China, Sumatra, ^mco 
and Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS. Uttic known- Essentially a montane species; arboreal 
like other inini\-cts but seems to keep in smaller flocks and frequents the 
tops of tall trees. 

FOOD, insceb. 

VOICE. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Thc Only two nests recorded were found by Baker in June 
(die pairs form in April). Kest, a cup of twigs, roots and grass stems ■well 
intcrvTO%en and matted with cobweb, more or less «»\ered with grey lichen, 
looking like an excrescence of thc branch on which it is placed. Eggs 3, 
pale yellow-brown, marked with blotches of dark brown and purple-grey, 
or pale sea gr een flecked with tiny specks of pale reddish; size about 
19 X 14 mm. IMalcs ako breed in subadult female plumage. 
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Museum Diagnosis. S«c Key to the Species. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

019 7S-90 14-16 15-17 83-102 mm 

(BB, SA) 

Wdght2 d^cfi II, 17;2 9 9 I2,l6g(SA). 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Ifis deep bro\\’n. Bill, legs and feet brownish black. 


1089. Rosy Minivet. Pericrocotus roseus roseus (Vicillot) 

Museicapa rosea Vicillot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat., nouv, cd., 21 : 486 (Bengal) 
Baker, FBI No. 744, Vol. 2: 328 

Plate 71, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAME. Dflo nil (Cachari), 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male, uppcrparts ashy bro^vn; rump and upper 
tail-covcrts rosy pink; wings and tail much as in other minivets but scarlet 
replaced by deep pink. Underparts from chin to vent rosy pink which 
distinguishes it from otlier species of the genus. 

Female, like male but rosy and red parts replaced by pale yellow. 
Differs from other 9 minivets in having an olive or olive-yellow, not bright 
yellow rump, but may be easily confused with immature 9 Shortbilled 
Minivet (1084) on a casual sighting. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A partial migrant. Breeding in the 
lower zone of the outer Himalayas from N.W.F.P. eastward, and through 
the hills of Assam and Manipur, from 600 to 1800 metres (down to plains 
level in Upper Assam). There arc no records from Nepal since Hodgson’s 
days, one winter record from the Sikkim terai and no records from Bhutan, 
but it is reported as a fairly common resident in tlie hills and duars of 
Jalpaiguri district (W. Bengal). Obtained at 1000 m in December in the 
Naga Hills (Ripley). All records from the eastern Himalayas are from April 
to October. Winters widely but sporadically over tlie Peninsula, recorded 
west to Sind (once) and south to Delhi (once), Andhra (Godavari Valley), 
Maharashtra (Bombay environs, Aurangabad dist., Nagpur) and Kerala 
(no recent records), and appears to be rare. Not uncommon in Orissa and 
eastern Madhya Pradesh (Bastar dist.). All records from the Peninsula arc 
from winter months except in the Visakhapatnam Ghats whence there arc 
some April data. La Personne found them uncommon at Sankrametta and 
obtained specimens on 4 April, while Whistler thought * the breeding 
season was commencing, to judge by the organs of the specimens collected * 
(Sankrametta, 4 April).^ Affects deciduous or evergreen forest; also lightly 
wooded country and gardens. 

i Possibly belated migrants? 
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Pericrocoloj roseus 



ExtralimiUiU Extends cast through northern Burma and southern nhinii 
to North Vietnam. P, r, canionenns is found in China north of 'the range 
of roseus. 

GENERAL HABITS. Little rccordcd. Gregarious after the breeding season 
and somewhat erratic in winter. Arboreal and rather more sluggish than 
other minivets, often sitting still on the tops of the trees. 

FOOD. Insects. . 

VOICE and calls. A squeaky whistling tvkmriTi'Whmriri^whmriri, very 
similar to the calls of the Pied Flycatcher-Shrike (1065). 

BREEDING. Seoson, principally May and June (c/3 near Mussoorcc on 9 
April, Mackinnon). Nest, much as that of breviTOStris (1084) — a deepish 
cup ' — perhaps not so profusely plastered exteriorly with cobwebs or de- 
corated with lichen although some nests arc lined inside as well as outside 
with lichen. Main materials are roots, long nccdJc-like twigs and stems of 
grass. Generally placed on a moss- or lichcn-covcrcd branch, from 3 to 10 
metres above the ground, usually at a lair height and in dense or open 
forest; rarely in clumps of trees in open country or in a garden. Eggs, 3 
or 4, nearly white, pale clay or oHve-stonc marked with blotches of dark 
brown and lavender, often decidedly more numerous at the large end. 
Average size of 40 eggs 19*4 X 15*2 mm (Baker). Nest building chiefly 
by female, as in other minivets, but male accompanies her when gathering 
material and putting it together. 

Museum, Diagnosis. See Key to the Species. Postjm'cna! moult of body, 
lesser, median and most of the greater coverts and the tertials. First-year male like 
female but underparts have some pinkish feathers (perhaps not olwa)*!). 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill Tanus 

Tafl 

cJ'c?' 

87-94 

(from skull) 

15-17 15-16 

87-94 mm 

99 

90-94 

15-17 15-16 

89-91 mm 

Weight 2 cf cf 

14, 10; 

2 9 9 18, 19 g (CD). 

(SA, HW) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis dark brown. Bill, legs and feet black. 

1089a. Ashy Minivet. Pericrocotus divaricatus divarkatus (Rallies) 

Lanius divaricatus Raffles, 1822, Trans. Linn. Soc. London, 13: 305 (Singapore) 
Baker, FBI No. 751, Vol. 2: 334 ( = cintreus) 

Plate 71, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). ' 

FIELD characters. A sHm grey and white minivet distinguished from 
all others in having no red in the plumage. 

Male. Above, forehead white; posterior crown and nape black; back 
and rump grey; tail black with white outer rcctrices. Below, including 
sides of neck, white. A white patch on >ving visible in flight. 

Female, similar to male, but uppcrparts entirely grey, no black on 
crown; forehead faintly whitish. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. An accidental winter vagrant re- 
corded twice: near Port Blair, Andamans, 19 November 1897 (Butler, 
^NHS 12: 394), and at Karnala, near Bombay, 31 January 1965 (Na%'arro, 
ibid. 62: 303). The latter, one of a pair, was collected in a rather thick 
patch of forest. Another pair ^vas observed the same day. 

ExtralimitaU Breeds in Amurland, Manchuria, Korea, central Japan 
and Formosa. Winters south to southern Tcnasscrim, Malaysia, Sumatra, 
Borneo and the Philippines.' . 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs or small flocks in association with other 
species. The Andaman bird was found in company with P. Jiammnis‘, the 
Bombay birds were in pairs in a mixed party of w'arblcn and flycatchers 
and Avcrc moving in the light foliage canopy in forest about six metres 
from the ground. 

food. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Na%'arro describes their calb as resembUng the 
harsh voice of a shrike rather than the melodious and pleasant trilling call 
of other minivets. According to Austin {Birds of Korea), the rattling but 
somewhat musical call easily distinguishes them. Calls uttered when perched 
or in flight. 

Museum Diacnosb. See Key to the Species; for details of plumage Baker, loc. 


L 

MEAStmEStENTS 



^Ving Bni 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(from feathers) 



(f9 95-101 f. 16 

f. 17 

86-94 mm 


(Biker) 

COLOUiiS OF DARE PARTS. Irts dark brov^TL Bill and feet black. 
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PERicaiocoTus ciNNASfOMEUs (Liniuicus) 

Key to tbe Subspecies 

A Throat dark grey or blackish grey; upperparli dark 

a Above more grey, less brownish grey; abdomen very white 

P.e.patinrm 

b Throat blacker; flame-orange on breast deeper; inaaller 

, , , , .P.c.eirenoxiamtus 

c Female with flanks and abdomen washed with rich yellow 

^ .P. e. rividus 

B Throat P- nalalaTuus 

G Throat grey; uppcrparts much paler \...P. e. pdlidus 

1090. gmall Mlni vot. pertrroeotus einnamomeus pallidus Baker 

Pericrocotus einnamomeus pallidus Baker, 1920, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl., 40: 1 15 
(Larkhana, Sind) 

Baker, FBI No. 748, Vol. 2: 332 

LOCAL NAMES. BuiSUhishm (Hindi); same as for YclIow-eycd Babbler (1231). 
SIZE. Sparrow with longer tail. Length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1093, q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and fairly common in 
semi-desert biotope whcrc\'cr sufficient trees for its requirements are found. 


Pericrocotus cinnamomevs 



neleberieus (to^f). ettidas (1095). 
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cuckoo-shrikes; MINIVETS 41 

West Pakistan along the N’allcy of the Indus to Jammu, and south\s'cst 
Punjab, up to c. 600 metres in the Himalayan foothills. Has been obtained 
in Baluchistan at Quetta in August, and quite possibly occurs in Sibi plains 
and Bela. Intcrgradcs with /w’^^rnaijin Kutdi, central Rajasthan (Mount 
Abu) and Kangra district, Punjab. Affects clumps of thorn (Acacia, Prasopis, 
etc.) and subtropical dry forest, scrub jungle, mango topes, shcesham 
plantations and w'ooded compounds. 

ExtTolimtd. A male collected in Khorasan (Iran) by Captain "SVatson 
was received by Baker (Bull. Brit. Om. Cl., -40: 115, 1920). 

ccKZRAL HABire, FOOD and VOICE. As in pertgriims (1093). 

BR£EDZKa. Season, March-i^ril and August-Septemlw. S^est and eggs 
as in peregrimis. 

McsrcM Diagnosis. ^ Throat grey. Compared with the nominate race, the 
grey of the upperparts is paler; the flame colour of rump and upper tafl-co\‘ert$ 
less intense and yellower. Lower plumage white; yellow and red confined to a narrow 
band bdow the throat and a wash on the upper flanks. Wing-spot largely white; 
tail tips very pale. In the female, the upperparts, wing-spot and tail tips are paler 
even than m 9 pertgrintis. 


UEASuazunNTS * as in other races * (Baker). 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

Tail 

4 cJ'd' 

64-70 

n-12 

15 

(2'msd.) 

64-76 mra 

1 V 

64 

— 

— 

67 mm 


(SA, BBl 


Wdght 2 eft? 8, 8 g (BB). ^ 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As iu PeregTWSS. 

1091. Northern Small Minivet. Pericrocotus cinnamomeus peregrintis 
(Linnaeus) 

PoTus peregrixus Linnaeus, 1766, Spt. Nat., ed. 12, 1: 342 (No locality, Ambala, 
Punjab, fixed by Baker, 1920) 

Pencroeotia evmamomats iredelei Baker, 1929, Bull. Brit. Om. C1-, 49: 64 
(Ambala, Punjab) * ' 

Pericroajttu peregrirms gelbinus Van Tj-nc & Koch, 1936, Occ. papers, Mus. Zool., 

' Univ. Michigan, No. 334: 4 (Bhadwar, Kangia) 

Baker, FBI No. 745, Vol. 2; 329 

LOCAL NASiES. Bulalchdshm, Rajdlal or Rajtldl (Hindi); Sdhili (Himalaju). 

SIZE. Sparrow — , with longer tail. Length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

TOLD CHARACTERS. As for the nominate race (1093) q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAUiTAT. Resident, die corrmoncst of the 
mimvets. From East Punjab (plains and Himala^'an foothills up to 600 
metres) where it intergrades with pallidus, cast to Bihar along the Nepal 
tend where it intcrgradcs with vicidus, and south to northern hladh^’a 
Pradesh and northern Orissa. Affects open forest, scrub and. busH country 
interspersed with small trees, road\s*ay avenues, mango topes and orchards, 
and trees in culti^•ation. 


42 CAMPEPHAGIDAE 

OENERAL HABITS. A bird of the plains and less a forest speacs than 
P.fiammeus, Purely arboreal; goes about in small flocks of 8 to 10 or so in the 
non-breeding season, frequendy in mixed company of wood shrikes, fiy- 
catchera and others. Flits about in the foliage, htmting insects among the 
leaves, sometimes fluttering before a sprig or launching short aerial sallies 
in pursuit of winged prey. 

FOOD. Moths, caterpillars and other insects. 

VOICE and calls. In flight and when foraging, the birds give a constant 
chorus of high feeble whisdes, sicee-sweee .... 

BREEDING. Scoscm, ovcTall March to September, presumably a first 
brood in March to hfay and a second in July to September. AVxl, a deep 
little cup of fine t\sTgs, grass stems, chips of hchen, dead IcaxTS or bark 
bound together with cob^vcbs and welded to the upper surface of a branch 
or in a fork, and lined with roodets; walls extremely thin though firm 
and strongly woven. Diameter of the nest about 5 cm; invisible from below 
and appears to be a part of the brandi itself. Eggs, usually 3, sometimes 2, 
exceptionally 4, pale blue or greenish w’hite with stipples of red-brown 
which in some tend to form a zone at the broad end. Average size of 80 
eggs, 16-4 X 13 '1 mm (Baker). Both sexes share in construction (chiefly 
female) and in tending the yoimg; incubation apparenUy by female alone; 
she is fed on the nest by the male. 

Museum Diagnosis. ^ Throat blackish or sooty grey. In intensity, of coloun, 
this subspecies is intermediate between pallidus, cixxcjrjmeus and ciridus. See also 
1093, Museum Diagnosis. 


measurements 



Wing 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

d'd' 

63-72 

12-14 

14-16 

65-77 znm 

9 9 

64-72 

12-13 

14-16 

65-78 mm 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Itu dark brown. Bill black; mouth pinkish orange. 
Legs and feet homy brown. 

1093. Southern Small Minivet. Pericrocolus cvmamomeus ciimmomms 
' (lannaeus) 

MoiecUla cvvx i r.Q mt a Linnaeus, 1766, Syst. NaL, ed. 12, 1: 335 (Ceylon) 
PericToettus peregrixus e^Jenexsis Whistler & Kinnear, 1933, Jour. Bombay naL Hist. 
Soc., 36; 344 (Cocawattcci Ceylon) 

PmcTOCotus cixx£xtaTr.eus jidkffuiexsis Koeiz, 1939, Proc. BxoL Soc. Washington, 52: 69 
(Sidhout, Cuddapah, hladras) 

Pericncotus peregrixus dharmchmiaTi Koelz, 1950, Amcr. Mus. NoviL, No. 1452: 6 
(JamNVTila, Junagadh, Kathiawar) 

For discussion on nomenclature and taxonomy, sec R. S. Van Schauhurg, Trrahic, 
11:309-12, 1930. 

Baker, FBI Nos. 745, 747 (part), Vol. 2: 329, 331 
Plate 71, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. BulSlchdshm, RSJdlol, Siluli (Hindi); Kvxkanpu JiUa (Tdugu); 
Teeekixxan (Malayalam) ; Kes4aavlla, Setugerte~titTvltS (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Sparrow — , with a longer tail. Length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 


CUCKOO-SHRIKES, MINIVETS 43 

TOLD CHARACTERS. Malc, hcad, throat and back dark grey, rump 
orange-red; wings black with a yellow-orange patch; a long tail, black 
above, yellow-orange below; breast bright orange becoming yellow on 
belly. 

Female, upperparts as in male but paler; underparts w’hitish grey 
suffused with yellow’ (no black throat) ; wings as in male but yellow patch 
smaller and less bright; tail as in male. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcat, From Saurashtra (Gujarat), 
southern Rajasthan, Madh^’a Pradesh and southern Orissa south through 
the Peninsula to Tamil Nadu and Ceylon, exclusive of the range of mc/a- 
baricus. In plains and hills up to c. 1500 m; m Ceylon up to c. 1200 m in 
the IVet zone and 1650 m in the drier eastern regions. Affects deciduous 
forest, open scrub, gro\'es of trees in cultivation, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in peregrixus. 

BREEDING. Seoson, m the Peninsula overall Fcbruary-March to August- 
September varying locally; newiy fled^d young observed in November 
in central Maharashtra. In Ceylon main season February to May but an 
occasional nest may be found outside these months. Breeding biology as in 
peregrirms. 

hlusEUM Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. The first->^‘inter male at the 
moult assumes a plumage similar to that of the adult female. Almost 
immediatdy after the moult, howe\'cr, odd feathers of the rJiin, throat and upper 
breast arc accidaxtaliy lost and replaced b>' co r responding adult feathers, the process 
bong accelerated by a partial spring moult of those parts. First-summer males arc 
therefore distinguishable b>* a piebald black and grey throat with a slight xumbtis 
of fla m e colour, and they breed in tM* state moulting to adult plumage in the 


postnuptial moulL 
SCEASUREMENTS 

^Vmg 

BHl 

Tarsia 

Tan 

o’ o’ 

66-72 

(from skull) 

13-14 

16-18 

66-76 mm 

99 

65-71 

13-14 

. 16-18 

68-75 mm 

Weight 1 0 ? 

12 g (SA). 



(SA, HW) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill blade. Legs, feet and daw*s 
homy Hack. 


1094. M a l a b a r Small hlim\‘et. Pericrocotus cxxrjsnomais malahaTiats 
(Gmelin) 

PcrttiiMlaJcnGaGmdia, 1TO9, Sj-st. NaL, !: 1012 (Malabar Coast, type locality 
restricted to Mahe by Dcignan) 

Baker, FBI No. 747 (part), VoL 2: 331 

LOCAL KAME. TeKhixxsx (^lala>'alam). 

SIZE- Sparrow — , with longer laiL Length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 

FTEI^ CHARACTERS. As of 1093, q.V. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBunoN and HAErTAT. ResidcaL Kerala north to north- 
western Mysore as far as Bcigaum and Goa. Affects deciduous and mixed 


44 CAMPEPHAGIDAE 

forest, plantations and culti\ntcd areas; from the plains up to r. 1000 m 
in the hills. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As ui pcTegrirMs. A courtship is 
described as consisting largely of the male chasing the female, uttering a 
feeble but excited swee-swee .... 

breeding. Season, overall March to October; as in cvmamomeus, there 
appear to be two main i>criods one from March to May, the other in July- 
AugusL A'est as in peregrinus. Eggs 3, rarely 4 or 2. Average size of 30 eggs, 
16’6 X 13*4 mm (Baker). A pair and a third bird ( 9 -pluniagcd) have 
been observed working together at nest-building, all thiw later feeding 
the chicks coopcrati%’cIy (Neelakantan, JBNHS 49: 554-5). 

hfusEUM Diagnosis. Difiers from dxxaxomeus in being considerably darker and 
more riddy coloured, with the <4110 and throat glossy blade instead of dark grey 
or sooty grey (in male). 


MEASUREMENTS 



5Ving • 

Bin 

(from skuH) 

Tama 

Tan 

(?<? 

69-75 

12-14 

16-17 

66-74 mm 

99 

68-76 

13-14 

e. 15 

67-70 mm 


(SA) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. XiTS brown. Bni, legs and feet bladdsh brown; mouth 
pale flesh to slaty pink (in juve n ile, gape and mouth pale orange-brick colour). 


1095, 1092. Eastern Small Minivet. PericTocobis cimamomeus vxridus Baker' 

Perwrocotus dxxex vrv us tieidas Baker, 1920, BuIL BriL Om. Q. 40: 114 (Attaran 

Ri^’cr, Amherst DzsL, Tenasserim Div., Burma, restricted to Fabyouk, 22 m. SE 
of Moulmrin, by Dcignan) 

PericToeotusperegrixus tludJ^dgDxii, 1947, Jour. Washington Acad. ScL 37; 254 

(Amphoe Chom Thong = Ban Luang, Chiang Md Province, northwatem Siam) 
Baker, FBI No, 746. Vol. 2: 33! 

LOCAL NAMES. CkhStS sdth sSjSU (Bengali) ; Dao tiH g^o-i-cie (Cachari) ; Ixgsrd 
(Kaeha Naga). 

xT7v_ Sparrow — , with longer tail. L en gth c, 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1093, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, not common. From the 
western Nepal tcrai where it intcrgradcs with peregrixss (Ripley, JBNHS 
49: 382; Rand fi: Fleming, Fieldiaxa 41 : 102), West Bengal, Orbsa south 
to extreme northeastern Andhra Pradesh where it intcrgradcs with rrma- 
momeus (\MitstIcr, JBNHS 36: 342), cast through the duars and Assam north 

* Further oanunados of series of form irotn India, Burrsa, Thailand and the Aada- 

msK* con ' > la ce s us that this is a popolalioa ^ varying amousn of coiour on the usder par ts 
the throat in the In addition two male specimens (one the csiqoe ttpe 

of srperesa Ddgnas, 1947, the other a male from the Asdsmass) have larn KDs. Omer 
Andaman birds have module talh e qiava leat tn size tn the mainland poprjfiTssa, and the 
pale tssderparts of Andaman females can be matclyd in se rie s . We believe that t^De^jm, 
1947 and stparsxzs Deigsas, 1947 (Tenasserim) are therefore r yso n ytaoeg with 
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and south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland, Manipur, East Pakistan and the 
A nd a m a n Islands. From the plains up to c. 1600 m, in forested areas, open 
country and gardens; also mai^oves in the Andamans. 

ExUelbrSial. Extends to Burma, Thailand and Laos; other subspecies 
in Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaj-sia, Indonesia and Palav-nn. 

CEimRAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE- As in pmgrirMs. 

BREEDING. Seasvnj February to June, chiefly March and April; May to 
July in the An d a man Islands. The nest is placed high in trees, up to 12 
metres. Other nesting habits as in ptregrinus. Eggs, usually 3 sometimes 2 
or 4. Average size of 50 eggs 16*8 X 13-8 mm (Baker). 

hfusEou Diagnosis. Darker and browner above peregrirMS, the throat 

rather a blacker grey and the Io^^'cr parts brighter ycUtw with the red of the breast 
extending further dovra. Separable from pallidas, pertgrinus and evasiesnomtas by the 
absence of white on the underparts; from tnalaiariais by its breast bring less flame- 
coloured and chin less consistently black- 
StZASUREltENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tartus 

Tafl 

<?<? 

66-72 

12-14 

16-18 

66-76 mm 

99 

65-71 

13-14 

f6-18 

68-75 mro 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in pertgrinos. 


1096. WhitebcUied Minivet. Perkrocotas eTythropjgius eTjthropy^us (jerdon) 
Musdtepaeiythnpygia^crdon, 1840, MadrasJour.Lit.Sri., 11: 17 (S. India = Ajanta) 
Baker, FBI Ko. 749, Vo\. 2: 992 
. FUte 71. fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. KdhdrorSjdldl (Gujarati); (Hindi, Madhja Pradesh). 

SIZE. Sparrow — , -with a longer tail. Length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male, distinguished from other mini vets by its 
contrasty black and svhite or pied coloration, and white %ving-patch, forming 
a V-shaped design when seen from the rear. Rump orange-red; tail black 
and white. Below, breast orange-red; rest of imderparts white. 

In the female the black parts arc replaced by dark bro\vnish grey; 
forehead and lower plumage white; rump white and orange. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Locally distributed in 
peninsular India southeast of a line from Ambala, Jodhpur and Kutch, 
south and cast to Bcigaum, Hyderabad, the Chota Nagpur plateau, south- 
west Bihar and southeast U.P. Reported by Baker to occur in the dry 
districts of West Bengal. His record {apud Stewart) of its breeding, or even 
occurrence, in Kerala (loc. cit. and Kidijication, 2: 300) lacks confirmation, 
but it has been observed at the foot of the Nilgiris (W- Davison, SF 10 : 366). 
One record only north of the Ganges; Tirhut, noi^ Bihar, in April (Hume 
collection). Apparently an occasional wanderer to Sind in printer (Karachi, 
Ticehurst, 1922, Ibis: 614). Affects babool, Prosopis and SuUa jungle in 
broken stony coimtry; also semi-desert fades interspersed ^vith bushes of 
SalvadoTo, Euphorbia, etc, and open grassy forest in the drier regions. 

* The illustration ii of the crtralimital Bunnese race elbijtms (male) from which ours 
dlflen in having so white on the forehead, and black sides of head, and throat 


PericrocotuT erythropyjhrt 



Extralimital, P. e. albifrons is found in central Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS. I^ arboTcal than other nunivets and much mom 
addicted to open grassy semb-and-bush country than they. Keeps in snuB 
parties of six to eight individuals in the non-breeding season. Has been 
noted hovering over and dropping into grass, and also pecking at weeds 
a foot or so high. Perches erect. Flight very like a ^vagtail’s or bimting’s — 
a few flaps followed by a dipping glide. The sexes appear to segregate outside 
the hn^gding scason; somewhat erratic in winter. 

FOOD. Insects and spiders. 

VOICE and calls. *A whistle often rcmiiusccnt of a wagtail’s tseep^ 
tseep. Also a short sw'cet song * (Dharmakumarsinhji). Agitated alarm-notes, 
c.g. Tvhen nest in danger, very like the ckit-chit of the Baya {Plocais philippxiuu) 
but slightly more musicaL 

BREEDING. Scoson, Junc to October, mainly between July and September. 
Kest, a little cup of fibres composed inside of fine flowering stems of grasses 
and coated outside wdih silky vegetable down and cobwebs; as a rule not 
ornamented %vith moss or lichen as in other minivets; placed fairly low down 
in bushes one or t\vo metres from the ground, ahva^’s in a vertical or hori- 
zontal fork; apparently not on the upper side of horizontal branches. Eggs, 
normally 3, greyish white or rarely grcciiish grey densely covered svith 
longitudinal blotches of grey-brown with paler sc^ndaiy marks of grey. 
Average size of 30 eggs 17*3 X 13*5 mm (Baker). Both sexes build, incubate 
and tend the young Jide J. Davidson. * Female alone incubates. Male was 
often seen feeing female while she w’as incubating * (Dhannakumarsinhji). 

Museum Diacnosis. See Key to the Specio and Field Characten. Postjuvcnal 
moult indudei body, lessa, median and greater coverts. 


FAIRY BLUEBIRDS, lORAS, ETC. 47 


measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tril 

(from skull) 

6&‘70 12-13’ 14-15 75-78 mm 

(once 87 !) 
(SA) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris dark brovm. Bill dark homy brown; mouth 
yrilowish brown. Legs aad feet dark horny brown. 


Family Irenidae: Fairy Bluebirds, loras, I^caf Birds 
For description sec Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A- J., 1959, p, 519. 


Key to the Genera 


Page 

General coloration yellow Ae^Aina 47 

General coloration grass-green Chlcnpsis 54 

General coloration deep blue Irena 63 


Genus Aegxthina \^ciIlot 

AegiAxna Virillot, 1816, Analyse nouv. om.: 44. Type, by monotypy, ^Icia Uaeeptera 
Virillot 

Cf. Whistler, H. & Kinnear, N. B., 1932, JBNHS 35: 749-51 ; Marien, D., 1952, 
Amer. Mus. Novil, No. 1589: 1-18; Hall, B. P-, 1957, Ibis, 99: 143-56. 

Bill notched and pointed, about two-thirds the length of the head, culmen nearly 
straight; wings rounded, tail short and square; plumage of rump soft and copious. 
All speues g reen and yellow. Ts^o moults annually. 


Key to the Species 


Tan black or g r ee n throu^out At. tipfda 

Tail tipped with white Ae.rdgroluUa 

Aecithina TTPinA (Unnneus) 

Key to the Sobspeeles 

I TaU black 

A Upperparts black Ae. L maltieeler ^ (b r eeding) 

B Upperparts gte eni s b more or less masked ■vntb. black 

1 Up p erparts with more black, a great deal of yellow showing 

threugh Ae. t. htmei (breeding) 

2 Upperparts with more gr e eriMh As. t. Hphia o’ (breeding) 

3 Upperparts yrilowcr, throat and upper breast more golden 

Ae. t. upuninonalis o' (bre e ding) 

4 Rump more greyish green Ae. t. deignarti o’ (breeding) 

C Upperparts dark yellowish g reen 

5 Paler ,.Ae. /. dphia <J* (non-breeding) 

6 Darker Ae. t. rnsitieoler o’ (non-breeding) 

n Tail gre en 

7 Above paler, more yrilowish 

a Bill and wing averaging shorter 

Ae. t. hsnei o’ (non-breeding) 

b Bill and wii^ averaging longer 

Ae. t. septerJrienalis o' (non-breeding) 

8 Above darker, less yrilovrish Ae. t. deignsd-^ (noa-breeding) 

9 Above gre en is h yellow... Ae. t tiphia 9 
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10 Above dark greenish 

1 1 Above very pale dull greenish yellow 


Ae.t. muUieelor 9 

Page 

53 

Ae.t.humei 9 

50 

,..Ae.t.septentrietialis 9 

48 

t.Ae.t.deignani 9 

52 


1097.' Northwestern lonu AegiAina tiphia septentrionalis Koclz 
AegiAina tipfda septentTionalisKD<^,\9S9,'PTOC.^io\. Soc. Washington, 

52:63 (Bbadwar, Kangra, Punjab) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
locAL NAMES. Nooc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length r. 14 cm (^ in.). 

field C3IARACTER5. As of 1098, q.V. ^ ■ J. • 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Wcst Pa k is tan and India in 
N.W.F.P., West Punjab and East Punjab, from the plains to f. 600 m; in 
scrub brush and forest fringe. 



Distributional nnga 

(1097).^^ ('098)- EHEl 


iagnasd (i lOo). 


radtUoler (iioi). 


1 Lsriar eoUarioides, Chtstnutnanped Shrike (938). 2 Lffota 

Shrike (949), irntn. 3 Leethis x. trteoler, Blackhcadcd Slm^ (9^. 4 fc 


f. sbetiasiU, riOTth Indian ixariet Minivci uuou;, o’ ' IC-ju/ 

Wbitebdlied 0096 RE), d'- 10 Ftrunata 

EaitcTD Small hCnivct (1095), o'- 
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FArRY BLUEBIRDS, lORAS, ETC. 49 50 


IRENIDAE 


GEKERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and BREEDIKC. As in kumn and other 
races. 

hlussuu Diactjosb. Compared wth the Dominate luhspeda (1098), this race 
is much yellower on the crown and on the rest of upperparts, more gold on the throat 
and tipper breasL The outermost i cc tri ces often have broad edges of ^tUow and the 
black inner rcctrix of the male is >%-ashed broadly on the distal end w th green- jellow. 
The bill aver ag es larger and the wing longer. 

MrAsuR^izKTS. Wing 4 ^ 6S-65, 3 9 9 63-65 mm. 

coLOVas OF BAR£ PARTS. As xn \ 

1098. Common lora* Aegithma tiphia Hphia (Linnactis) 

Metanlla Ti/^ia Linnaeus, 1758, SjTt. Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 186 
(Benghala «= ndghbourhood of Calcutta) 

Baker. FBI No. 362, VoL 1 : 340 
Plaic 72, fig. 1 

LOCAL KASCES. Shoobeega or Shs3:httgi (Hindi); FcHk^jel (Bengali); BarsSt-siyrdi 
(Assamese); Dcotisha g u r jo to geJtia (Cachaxi); Inga-nnra (Kacha Naga); Vvhjong 
pong (MDcir). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 14 cm (SJ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. hC alc. A fhotvy black and yellow tit-like arboreal 
bird with tw’o w'hitc bars across the >\ing. 

Female. Yellowish green throughout with 
greenish broviTi tsings instead of black, also 
with ttvo white bars. 

In non-breeding plumage the male re- 
sembles the female, but retains lus black tail. 
See Museum Di^nosis, 

STATDS, msnUBtmoN and habitat. Resident 
and common in most of its range subject to 
erratic movements in the non-breeding season. The Himalayan foothills 
from Uttar Pradesh cast through Nepal .(tcrai, duns and foothills up to 
c. 2000 metres even in vdnler; \Tsits the Nj^Jal Valley from mid July to 
the beginning of September), Sikkim (exceptionally up to e. 1700 m), 
Bhutan (recorded at Diwangiri *= Deothang, c. 800 m and in central 
Bhutan), West Bengal, East Pakistan and Assam. Affects open forest, forest 
edges, culdvadon, outskirts of^dllagcs and scrub-jungle. 

ExtralimUd. Arakan (Burma); the species extends through the Indo- 
chinese subregion, Sumatra, Java, Bali and Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in kwnei and other races. 

VOICE and calls. The call-note is rendered as also 

a sparrow-like calL Soi^ \xry varied; one is described by Heinrich as 
composed of two syllables, the first an extraordinarily long, high and thin 
wlustle, the second a sharp accentuated wlustle beginmng on the same tone 
as the fiftt and quickly (ailing to a lower tone. It has been rendered as 
According to Roseveare, it is a three-syllable \s‘histle reminding 
one of an oriole’s oh, here ire err. See also Display under CJeneral Habits 
of iir. U hrnnei. 



X c. 1 


BREEDING. As in hmifu Eggs, 2 or 3, exceptionally 4; normally pale 
pinky wHte, blotched with purplish brotvn, but highly variable. For des- 
criptions see Baker, 1:318. Average size of ^ eggs 17*6 X 13*9 

mm. 

MuSEtnf Diacnosb. Male. Upperparts mainly black, head and bade usually 
%vith some ydlow, rump greenish yellow; white wing-ban; tindcrparts yellow. 
Many bree^g nialcs have practically no black on u p p er pa rts other than the wing 
nnft In ■winter the male becomes similar to the female but the tail r em a in s 
black and the imdcrparts arc rather brighter. 

Female, almost entirdy greenish yellow with brown wings; duller and grc>'cr 
tBan in Adwi, Also has two ^^ring•bars, 

Young (imm.) male. Summer and winter plumage normally alike, a rather dull 
dark green, the black on the upper plumage in winter being obsolete (Punjab), 
confined to faint traces of mottling or occasional black feathers (U.P.), or patches 
(Bengal). Lower plumage duller and greyer in winter and less bri^t yellow in 
jmnmcr. Female duller and greener than in Ae. /. Airstri. 

Bill Tdl 

(from skull) 

18-19 49-52 mm 

18-19 50-59 mm 

(BB, SDR) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis palc ycIIow’. Bill bluish slate, bl a c k on culmen and 
whitish on tip of upper mandible. l.egs and feet plumbeous; claws bluish slate; 
soles white (BB). ‘ Iris whitish grey, bill slate grey, culmen black; legs slate grey ’ 
(SDR). 


UEASUREHESTS 

^Vmg 

62-66 

9 9 60-63 

Weight 1 o' 12; 1 9 15 g (BB). 


1099. Central Twdlati lora. Ae^lhina tiphia hwmi Baker 

Atgithina tiphia Aicnri Baker, 1922, Fauna Brit, Ind., Bds. 1 : 342 (Raipur, hLP.) 

Baker, FBI No. 364, VoL 1 : 342 

LOCAL NAMES. Shoubtega or Shatthugi (Hindi); Shobbiga (Gujarati); Oiaoka 
(Marathi). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 14 cm (51 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As of 1098, q.V. 

STATUS, DTSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Common resident. From Saura- 
shtra, Mount Abu, the plains of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar (where it inter- 
grades with tipUa), south to lat. 20°N. and cast to northern Orissa and 
southwestern West Bengal. In cultivated coimtry interspersed w*ith large 
trees, groves about villages, roadside avenues and svooded compounds in 
towns as well as light deciduous forest. Where the evergreen and deciduous 
types of vegetation arc intermingled, the lora invariably keeps to the 
deciduous fades, in thin jungle and scrub. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually found in pairs, often in the mixed htmting 
parties, searching for caterpillars and insects among the foliage, hopping 
from twig to txrig and frequently clin^g sidexs'ays or upside down to peer 
under the leaves. 


FAIRY BLUEBIRDS, lORAS, ETC. 51 

Display. The male fusses around and about his seemingly uiuntcrestcd 
mate, stopping still at frequent intcr\’ab to fluff out the xvhite rump-feathers, 
cock his tail, droop lus wings and raise his head sk)W7srds in a stately posture 
— a picturesque flaunting of black, >vhitc and gold. Each time the head is 
raised the throat swells and gives vent to a vcr>' faint but clear, sxvect and 
musical whistle, or a long-drawTi sibilant cheet. The scene changes suddenly, 
and in a paroxj’sm of cxdtcmcnt, he flits from branch to branch to the 
accompaniment of a loud twittering and fluttering of xsings, to spring 
perpendicularly into the air a metre or two, hovering, fluffing out and para- 
chuting down like a ball of feathers on to some nearby perch. The same 
spectacular antic is repeated again and again. 

FOOD. Insects and larvae; siTiders. Among the insects specifically identi- 
fied in stomadi contents are the beetles (Colcoptcra) MjUoerms discolor and 
M. hlauiits, Tcnjmtcus hispida, Si yr r m is nubilens, Rfyssanus germanus, and the 
siniOarponDUis compressus (Fonmddac) (Mason & Lefroy, 1912), 

VOICE and calls. Has a wide repertoire of sxvcct dear whistles common 
to all races but in markedly different dialects, e-g. as between northern 
and southern birds. The Hindi name Shauhetp is onomatopoeic of one of 
the commonest calls. Some other fanuUar ones may be syllabified thus: 

1. ^jeu-PLEASE repeated several times (about once per second) alternated 
by one or two interrogati\*c see mepUase? 

2. A mcUoxs’ whistle pijou or puou repeated (about txricc in three seconds) 
20 times or more, followed by a similar run of softer long-drawn sibilant 
whistles ichteee^. 00 . Tlus kept up almost imbrokcnly for 30 nunutes or more 
at a time. 

3. A plaintiN*e, querulous ckee-iokeu ? chct-zvhece ? and so on, quickly repeated 
(about twice in three seconds). 

4. For long stretches throughout the day, espedally in the monsoon and 
when o\’ercast and drizzling, a loud mellow whistle ^{y . - . daddy repeated 
monotonously for o\*cr 15 minutes at a stretch, interlarded after every’ two 
or three calls with phseoa (by accompanying female?). The pair keeps in 
touch with each other by mellow w'bistles and short musical chirrups. See 
also 1098, and Displ:^ under General Habits (above). 

BREEDiNo. Season, May to September, chiefly July' and August. Pi'est, 
a neat compact cup of fine grasses or fibres, w’cll plastered over with cob- 
webs, placed in a crotdi of twigs at bdghts from 1 to 9 metres, most often 
between 2 and 4 metres. The supporting txrigs arc either worked into the 
wall of the nest or firmly wound round with cobwebs. Mango, citrus, 
Beshima and ^zyphss trees are largely fav’ourcd. Eggs, almost invariably 3, 
but somefimes, probably in the case of second laying, 2; pale pin^h 
wiute, blotdicd with purplish broxm, with a wide range of 'variations. 
Average siie of 20 eggs 17-5 X 13*5 mm (Baker). Both sexm partake in 
buildiag the nest. In one case the nest took five days to complete and there 
was a pause of a day before the first egg w'as laid. Eggs laid at intervals of 
about 24 hours, c\idently' in the early morning. Incubatioa starts with the 
egg but it is fitful and i r reg u lar until the dutdi is completed; incubatioa 
period about 14 dayx. Both sexes incubate and tend the young. Only the 
f emal e was found brooding at night (SA). During the first five days after 


52 IRENIDAE 

every third time she fed them, her wings outstretched to protect them against 
the sun. A \Try large proportion of eggs and chicks sufer destruction fix>m 
house and jimgle crows, crow’-pheasants, snakes, monitor and Caloles lizards. 

Museum Diagnosis. Male in summer wirh black predominant in the upper 
plumage and often considerable traces of a ydJow collar on the hindneck, Male 
in winter plumage, and female, a clearer and paler green than Ae. t. tiphia. 
UEASintEMENTS 



■Wing 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

6'6' 

61-69 

16-20 

18-22 

44-55 nun 

9 9 

62-67 

16-19 

18-21 

46-56 mm 
(SA, H\V) 


Weight 4 d'o' 13-17; 89 9 12-15 g (SA). 


COLOURS OF BARZ PARTS. As in nominate race. 


1 1 00. Feninsnlar Indian lora. Aegilhijui tiphia deignani Hall 

Aegithvuj tiphia deigr^ni Hall, 1957, Ibis, 99; 148 (Yawdwin, Pakokku disL, Central 
Burma) 

Baker. FBI No. 362 (part), VoL I: 340 

LOCAL NAMES. Potsu^Jitla (Telugu); Paehepora, Sjima Tnanpala-huruvi (Tamil), 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 14 cm (54 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1098, q.V. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Common resident in the low country 
and up to about 1000 metres. The Indian Peninsula south of lat. 20T^., ex- 
cluding southern Kerala. Affects light dedduous forest and scmi-cuIti\*ation. 

ExiTcliirital. Northern and central Burma excluding Arakan. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As in kumei (10^). Ckmrtship noted 
to be in general progress about mid December. 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, o\*crall January' to August, chiefly April and May. 
JCest, a shallow cup, about 6 cm in diameter, built of shreds of bark, so 
thickly* co\xrcd ext er nally with cobw-cb as to appear almost while, and lined 
with a little grass. Placed from one to nine metres from the ground in bushes 
or trees, slimg in the horizontal fork of an outlying twig or in an upright 
crotch. Both birds assist in building and incubation; in one case the mal e 
did not feed the ynung himself but handed over the caterpillars which 
he brought to the hen for distribution. Eggs, 2 or 3, rarely’ 4, similar to those 
of other subspecies. A\’cragesi 2 e of20 eggs 17-5 X 13*5 mm (Baker). Nest 
fi^ueatly parasitized by* the Baybandcd Cuckoo (Cccorncntis serr^atH. 582). 

hlusEUM Diagnosis. Head and back of male in non-breeding dress grey-green, . 
intermediate between the pale g reen washed with white of fcerri and the dark green 
•vrashed with black of rsdticoUr — a greyer green than of nominate The same 
differences appear in the gr e c i rump and lowrr bade in bre eding plumage, and in 
a lesser degree in the green of the female. Breeding plumage of males always with 
some black, intermediate between the gold-aad-black collared hsnei and the solid 
black of rtahicsirr. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARZ PARTS. As in /. ■ y-y f (1099). 
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1101. Ceylon lorn. Aegithim tiphia mdlicolor (Gmclin) 

FriitgiUa mtUticalar GmeKn, 1 788, Sy»t. Nat, 1 : 924 (Ceylon) 

Mctacilla ztylmua Gmelin, 1788, Syst Nat, 1 : 964 (Ceylon) 

Baler, FBI No. 363, Vol. I: 342 ( = 

to^ KA^. Baii-du (Malayalam); Jfamhah: Mnti (Tamil); Patlra-JiUa (TeJu- 
gu) ; Ca-hmdla (= yellow bird), Pmu-kmUS, (Sinhala). ' 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 14 cm (SJ in.). 
heed characters. As of 1098, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A Common resident up to c. 900 m 
occasiomUy up to 1500 m or higher. Kerala from southern Malabar district', 
south oi the Palghat Gap (where it intergrades vwth dtigaani), Rameswaram 
Island and Ceylon. Aflects light deciduous forest, mixed bamboo jungle 
mango and cashew gardens around villages and homesteads; prefers the 
Dry zone and avoids evergreen. 

oEraRAt HABITS. Keeps in pairs, searching assiduously for caterpillars 
and insects among the leaves of bushes and trees. The flight is a straight 
nutter from tree to tree. Other habits and display as in humei, q.v. 

FOOD. Insects, especially caterpillars. 

VOICE and ca^. The birds keep in touch with each other by frequently 
calhng m a variety of sweet-toned svhistles which have a rather drowsy 
quahty. The song is a long-drawn crescendo whee-e-et-e-Uio, the. last syllable 
dropping suddenly; other variations are wtel-we^lo and whip-wet-birJ-ee 
(Henry). See also under 1099. 

BREEDINO. Season, overall January to August, chiefly April to June. 
Nesting as m deignani. Eggs, 2 rarely 3, matt white with bold streaks and 
blotches of slate-grey and brosvn which tend to run longitudinally and to 
form a zone around the large end. Average size c. 18 x 13 nun. 

Museum Diaonosis. Male in summer plumage darker, with the black of the 
upperparts more extensive and less broken by yellow bases; second wing-bar 
genn^y absent. Lower plumage very bright canary yeUow. Male in svintcr plumage 
a dark and duUer green, in some specimens washed with black producing a curious 
sooty appearance not ibtmd in the other Indian races. , 

Female on the sverage darhei than in other races. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, As in huTnet (1099). 

1102. Marshall’s lora. Aegithina nigrolutea (Marshall) 

/cm iiigroluKa Marshall, 1876, Stray Feathers, 4: 410 (Meerut) 

Aegithina nigrotuUa sulfueea Koelz, 1954, Contrib. last. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 9 
(Sihor, Saurashtra) 

Cf. Hall, B. P., 1957, I&is, 99; 146. 

Baker, FBI No. 366, Vol. Ij 344 
Plate 72, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. Same as for Ae. t, tiphioi 

SIZE. Sparrow; length e. 14 cm (5} in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male resembles the Common lora but has a 
puip yellow collar in the black-backed breeding dress. Tail in both sexes 


M IRENIDAE 

l^ck with broad white tips, instead of black in male and green in female. 
The green plumage of both sexes is paler and more suJTused with while 
T DBMunoH and habitat. Resident. Replaces the Common 

lora m West Pakismn and northwestern India, from the N.IV F.P through 
Punjab, southern Uttar Pradesh south through western 
i^dh^ Pradesh to and including the Satpuras, west to Kutch and Raj.Ts- 
fhan. May occm in southeastern Sind. Specimens showing nigni/i/lra charac- 
ters collected within the range of Ae. tiphiamaybe variants of the latter; such 
specimens have been obtained from southern Bihar, West Bengal, liandesh 
Tan^ Nadu and Mysore. Two adult specimens collected in Gwalior 
are intermediate behvecn Ae. I. humei and Ae. nignluiea and one specimen 
Brom CeyJon is fntermi^ate betsveen the iatter and multkalor. The status 
of Ae. mgrolutea as a distinct species is not settled. * It is a problem that 
presents a challenge to gencddsls and field svorkers alike ' (Hat/, loc. dt, 
mpra). But see Voice and Calls. Marshall’s lora affects sparse scrub, thorn 
jtmgle and groves of trees. 

general habits and food. As in humei (1099) ; the display is also similar. 

VOICE and CALLS. Commonly wkleti tvhlUi, quite distinct Imm those 
of Ac Common lora, Aough of Ae same general pattern. The sibilant 
whistles of Ae male are more plaintive-sounding, and raAer reminiscent 
of Ac Quaker Babbler. The harsh alarm-notes recall Aose of Ae Wood 
Shrike, particularly Ae large Tephrodomis gularis. ‘ I found Ae notes of 
Ae two so distinct, in fact, Aat after having met the Common lora all 
through Gujarat, I detected the presence of Ais spedes at Deesa at once 
by ear ’ (SA). 

BREEDmo. Season, June to August. Breeding biology as in Ae, I. humei. 
Jfesl, usually in low shrubs 1-2 metres from the ground. Eggs, 5 or 3, indis- 
tinguishable from Aose of Ae Common lora. Average size of 20 eggs 
17-5 X IS'Smm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Thejuvcnal plumage is indbtinguish. 
ablcihjm that of hurmi. 
measurements 


e'tS' 

Wing 

62-65 

Bill 

(from skull) 

14-18 

Tarsus 

17-19 

Tail 

43-47 mm 

9 9 

61-64 

14-17 

e. 19 

45-51 mm 

Weight 8 

£?£? 11-I4;99 9 18-14 g(SA). 


(SA) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifj's dark bfown; bill horny plumbeous, ihcculmcn 
darker; legs and feet light plumbeous (Baker). 

Genus Chloropsis Jardine & Selby 

Chhropsis Jatdine & Selby, 1827, III. Orn., Pt. I, text to pi. 5, Type, by original 
designation, Turdus Coehlncbhensii Gmelin 

Arboreal birds, predominantly green. Bill slender and curved, about as Jong as 
head, well adapted for nectar eating, notched at tip; nostrils oval; rictal bristles 
weak; frontal feathers advanced up to the nostrlU; wings rounded; tarsi \*cry short. 


fairy bluebirds, IORAS, ETC. 
Key to the Spedes 


A Forehead rich ycUow-orange C.auri/rons 55 

B Forehead greenish or yellovrish 

1 Abdomen orange hcrdwickii 59 

2 Abdomen green. C, tochinehirunns 60 

Chloropsis aurifrons (Tcmminck) 

Key to the Sab9pecle9 

A C2un and throat blue ,C. a. axm/rons 55 

B Chin and throat black 

1 Larger, tail ^ 69-77, 9 64-71 mm .C. c. frontalis 57 

2 Smaller, tail cf 65-70, 9 59-64 ram a. insidatis 58 


1 103. Northern Goldfronted Chloropsis* Chloropsis aurifrons aurfrons 
(Tcmminck) 

PAjllomU aurfrens Tcmminck 1329, pj. Col d’Oh., liw. SJ, pi 484, fig. 1 
(Sumatra, India = Cachar) 

Phyllornishoifgjom Gould, 1861, Bds. Asia, 3(13), pi. 15, text. (Northern India, 

Himalayas, restricted to Nepal by Dcignan, 1946, Smith. Misc, CbU., 106; 3) 
Baker, FBI No. 368, Vol I: 346 
Plate 72, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. HdtiixiS Of Sdht hdtitvd (Hindi, Nepali); fjdrcwd (Bengal); 
SkaUm-pho (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (7J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. All activc Icaf-gTceti arborcal bird witli orange 
forehead, blue shoulder-patches and slightly curv’cd black bill; lores, around 
c>*c, car-coverts and lower throat black; chin and checks dark blue. Can be 
dblingubh^ from the vcr>' similar coehirichinensis by its orange rorcbead; 
Jrom hardwiskii by its green green tail, and black of throat not extending 

to breast. 

STATUS, distribution and jiabitat. Resident, subject to some local 
movements. Himala>*an foothiUs up to c. 1800 m, from Garhwal and Simla 
to Ncp.'il and Assam south to Chota Nagpur and the Rajmahal Hills, Bihar, 
Orissa and East Pakistan. Affects deciduous and ev'crgrccn forest in lightly 
wooded open countrj' and secondary scrub. 

£!xlrciimilfli.Thc species extends to the Indochinese subregion and Sumatra. 

CENTRAL HABITS. Entii^y arboreal, keeps in pain or small parties to 
thick foliage of trees where its plumage blends perfectly with the green 
leaves, making it difficult to spot. Hunts sj'stcmatically among the foliage 
for insects, clinging upside down and in all manner of acrobatic positions, 
sometimes swinging itself round and round a twig like a trapeze performer, 
night strong and rapid. Is a great bully, .adopting aggressive dog-In-thc- 
mangcr tactics to keep aw'ay other birds from its feeding tree- 

All chloropses arc important * flower-birds ' and responsible for polli- 
nating the blossoms of numerous species of trees and shrubs in their quest 
for nectar. 
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Chloropsis aurlfront 



aurifm {M03). l!jM fronJalis (U04). |g|| inralaris (noj). 

FOOD. Berries, insects including flying ants, spiders, nectar of many 
flowers (Eiythrina, Loranlhuf, Sa(ma(ia, etc.). 

VOICE and calls. Normal call-note, a musical drongo-like swiih-chich- 
ehkh-wee (accent on first syllable, last much prolonged whbrlc-likc’ — SA). 
Also a repeated and a <hup*chaw (Fleming). Is an accomplished mimic; 
very convincing imitations of \’ariou3 birds* calls arc gi ven in quick succession 
(sec also C. a. frontalis). 

BREEDINO. Season, May to August, f'at, a loose cup or sliallow saucer 
of fine twigs, grass, leaves and moss, semi-pensile, attached near die tip 
of an outhanging branch by shreds of grass and strips of bamboo leaves, 
lined sviih rootlets and fine grass-stems; reinforced exteriorly with cobweb. 
Nests built between upright t>v4gs arc similar in construction but oAen 
deeper. Favourite site usually high up m a free, m’nc fo twelve metres from 
the ground, and on very thin brandies; sometimes on smaller saplings and 
tr«3. Bggs, 2 or 3, pale cream or bufiy cream, freckled or lightly blotched 
all over ^s■ith pale reddish, usually more so tos^'ards the large end, but not 
forming rings or caps. Average size of 20 eggs 23-4 X 15*5 mm (Baker). 

Mltzum Diagnosis. Disllngubhed from other races by Iti blue chin ami throat. 


KrJkSUR EVENTS 

W’ing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tama 

Tail 

d'd' 

90-103 

24-26 

lB-20 

CS-77 mm 

99 

89-94 

24-25 


C6-70 mm 
(BB, Fleaning) 


Weight I d* 35 g (Remch); I 9 29 fi (BB). 
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FAIRY BLUEBIRDS, lORAS, ETC. 57 

coLotms or bare parti. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs grcctmh ilatc; feet 
plumbcons; claws black; soles yeUowab white (BB), 


1104. Southern Goldironted Chloropsis* Chloropsis aurifTons frontalis 
(Pekcln) 

P}^llonds frontalis Pcbcln, 1856, Sitnmgs. math. Acad. IViss. "Wien, 20: 157, pi. 2, 
fig. 1, tx Natterer MS. (Khelgate, near Goa) 

Chloropsis ax^ifrotis dcvidsorn Baker, 1920, Bull. Brit. Om. CL, 41^ 8 (Malabar) nom. 
noo. for Turdus malabcrints GmeUn, 1788, preoccupied 
Baker, FBI No. 369 (part). Vol. 1 : 348 

local names. Chhota hdrridl or harhea (Hindi). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (7J in.). 

FIELD GHARAcnxRS. As for ourifrons (1103) but chin black. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 

Resident, common in the western 
pans of its range, rarer in the cast. 
S. Gujarat and Maharashtra from 
the Tapti river south through Goa, 
western M^’som (Malnaad), western 
Tanul Nadu to the Palghat Gap, and 
the Eastern Ghats in Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh; from plains level to 
about 1200 m, in the Nilgiris up to 
1800 m. Affects heavy scrub, dense evergreen forest and open deciduous 
and secondary jungle, and teak plantations. Seems to prefer more thickly 
wooded country than cochinckinmsis. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in thc nominate race, q.v. 

POOD. Insects, spiders, berries and the flower nectar of Erythrina^ Loran- 
XhuSf EuUOy SalmaJta, Musa, iVbodfordia, Firmuma and numerous other plants. 

VOICE and calls. A very loud and voluble rattle. This species is such 
an accomplished minuc of the calls of other birds that it frequently passes 
for them and is overlooked. It has been neard imitating to perfection thc 
following species; Tailor Bird, Redwhbkcrcd Bulbul, Black Drongo, lora, 
Whitebreasted Kingfisher, Rufousbacked Shrike and Mz^ic-Robin. The 
calls are often intriguing since they are produced long after thc originals have 
left thc locality on seasonal migration. The different imitaUons follow one 
another in quick succession ^vilhout a break, its o^vn song of several notes 
■ being wedg^ in between the imitations; thus a single chloropsis hidden 
in a leafy tree will often fool the listener into imagining a whole concert of 
mixed species withinl (SA). Call-note, a shrill whistle. 

BREEDING. Sfoson, Overall February to August, chiefly June-July. Jiest 
and eggs, as in 'ourifrons. 

MysEtm Diagnosis, Differs from insidaris hy its larger size, and from curifrons 
by its black chin. As in thc nominate race, female very much like male but distin- 
guishable by smaller, duller patch of orange on forehead, smaller blue carpal patch, 
and slightly smaller size. 
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■ In first-winter plumage both sexes lack the orange fordiead, while the black 
gular patch and the blue moustachial streaks of the adult are rcpl.accd by pale green. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bni 

(&nm skull) 

Tarsus 

Tril 

tS’d’ 

87-101 

23-26 

18-20 

69-77 mm 

9 9 

83-95 

23-25 

18-20 

64-71 mm 


• (HW) 

Weight 1 o* 36 g (Rensch). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in instdcris. 


1105. Ceylon Goldironted Chloropsis. Chloropsis ourifrons insularis 
^Vhistle^ fi: Kinnear 

Chloropsis ourifrons insularis Whistler & Kinnear, 1932, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist- Soc. 

35: 752 (Cotta, N.P., Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 369 (part), Vol. 1 : 348 

LOCAL NAMES. J^U-^hmiJlsl GirS-hovllS (Sinhala); Paohai huruvi (Tamil); Hakkili 
(Malayalam), 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

field CHARACTERS. As fof auTifrons but chin black. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Widely” but locally dis- 
tributed, in moderate numbers, in Kerala south of the Palghat Gap^ 
(c. 10®45'N.), also Palni Hills, and Ceylon throughout the lowlands and 
lower hills to c. 1200 m. Affects mixed deciduous and evergreen forest; 
commonest in damper hill distiicts. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in thc nominate race, q.v. 

FOOD and voice. As in frontalis. 

BREEDING. Stoson, Januaiy-Fcbruary; in Kerala a bird was observed 
feeding a full-fledged juvenile on 30 November. J^est, presumably as in the 
nominate race. Two eggs arc described as being pale cream, variously spotted 
or blotched wTth pale reddish or red-browm; size c. 21 X 15 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. As frontalis but smaller. There is a dine in size from south 
to north. Sec also 1 104, Museum Diagnosis. 


measurements 



Wing 

BUI 

(from skiill) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(?<? 

86-94 

22-25 

18-20 

65-70 mm 

99 

87-88 

22-24 

18-20 , 

59-64 mm 


(HW, SA) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS- Adult, iris hazd brown. Bill o' black, 9 horny 
brown; mouth pinkish flesh to slaty pink. Legs and feet grey or plumbeous; claws 
brown. Juvenile, biU pale homy brown; mouth livid pink; rest as in adult (SA). 

* Boundary fixed arbitrarily for convenience. 
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1106. Orangebellied Chloropsis. Chloropsis hardwichii kardwickii 
Jardine & Selby 

OiloTopsis Aardiriciii Jardine & Sdby, 1830, III, Om., Add., 2: 1 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No, 371, VoL 1: 349 
Plate 72, fitg. 4 

LOCAL NASiE. Doo^guTTxm ho gaUmg (Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (7^ in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Abovg, leaf-green %vith a pale greenish blue 
shoulder-patch and dark purplish blue tvings and tail appearing black at 
a distance. Below, dull orange belly, blue-black throat and chin and sides 
of head wth a dark blue moustachial streak. Thc orange belly and blackish 
tail distinguish it from other chloropscs. 

Female, almost entirely green, a pale blue shoulder-patch; orange 
of imdcrparts paler and less extensive, blue moustachial streak. Tail green; 
no black on throat. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. A coitimon resident, subject to 
altitudinal movements in thc Himalayas, from Simla cast through Nepal, 
Sikkim, Bhutan, Assam, Manipur and the lulls of East Pakistan; from c. 600 
to 2250 m (Nepal) and from 1200 to over 2400 m (Naga Hills), optimum 
zone around 1200 m. Occupies a higher zone than ourifrons; descends lower 
in the non-breeding season when it is foimd in the plains of Assam. Affects 
open scriib, dry- and svet-dedduous and eve rg re e n forest; more partial to 
the last than other chloropscs, 

Extralimital. Extends cast to northern Thailand and northwestern Indo- 
china. Represented by other races in southern China, Hainan, Malaysia 
and Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABITS. Arborcal. Keeps generally in pairs or in small parties 
to thc foliage canopy, occasionally gathering in larger parties at blossoming 
trees in company with sibias, spiderhunters, simbirds, wlule-cycs, etc. 
Inseparable from parasitic Lorantkus-mPesttd trees. Very acrobatic in its 
movements as it hops about and f-ling< amongst the clumps to probe into 
flowers for nectar. 

FOOD. Insects, spiders, berries and nectar {Lorenthus, Bassia, etc.), 

VOICE and calls. A remarkably versatile songster and like its congeners 
an accomplished mimic. Has perhaps the fullest, longest and sweetest song 
of thc genus. This may be h^rd the year roimd hut more regularly fiDm 
.March to hlay and October to Dec em ber (lYoud). Its vocabulary 
includes the notes of bulbuls, drongos, tits, and the call of the Crested 
Serpent Eagle. Some song phrases (noted by Lister) : 

1 , UhxwatsMshS'-weUshiski-iceilshiski 

2, A soft, tit-like Htu-Htst-titu-titu-ti 

3. Alovf tpy^p-tp-tp-tp 

4. A loud, rapid ft-fi-fryi, the latter note repeated about se^’cn times and 

followed by a prolonged hoarse, scolding note 

5. pitsi-pityo-pi^a^ta 

6, fycrfr-Jyatytm-fytt, repeated. 

BREEDiNo. Season, hlay to August. AVrf, similar to that of the Gold- 
fronted Chloropsis: a cradle of roots and f^rcs suspended near thc end of 
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an outhanging branch 6 to 9 metres above thc ground, rarely below 3 
m. Eggs, similar to those of aurifrons; average size of 22 eggs 22*8 X 15*9 
mm (Baker). ^ 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to thc Species. Juvenile entirely green \rith little 
or no orange-yellow on thc belly. Postjuvcnal moult includes body, lesser, median 
and inner greater coverts and inner two tertials, but apparently not wings and tail. 
SIEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

.(from skull) 

c^cT 93-100 21-26 19-21 73-79 mm 

9 9 88-94 22-25 18-19 65-72 mm 

(BB, Fleming, SA, SDR, Stresemann) 
Weight 32-40; 9 9 25-34 g (SDR). 

coLoims or bare parts. Iris dark brown) Bill black. Legs bluish grey; feet 
bluish slaty; class's black; soles white (BB). 

Chloropsis cochinchinensb (Gmclin) 

Key to the Subspecies 


Outer webs ofprirnarics blue C. e. cochinchinensis 

Outer webs of primaries green. C. c.jndcni 


1107. Jerdon’s tSslorxs'psis* Chloropsis cockinckinensis jerdoni (Bl^lh) 

PfyUorrns Jerdoni Blyth, 1844, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 13: 392 (Central India) 
Baker, FBI No. 374, Vol. 1 : 352 

LOCAL NAMES. Hdrewd (Hindi); Ifimna bojsnum (Tclugu); Hakkili (Malayalam); 
Ptil’hmdla, Gha-hmiUS (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c, 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male, Very Similar to ai/rr/rofu but lacks thc oHingc 
forehead which is yellowish green; black area of chin and throat smaller 
and not extending behind c>*e; yellow ring (penumbra) around black 
throat broader. 

In female, blackchinand throat ofmalereplaccdbypale bluish green; 
cheek-stripe bright greenish blue. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, on the whole fairly com- 
mon, more so in thc hills; rather patchily distributed in the plains. From 
thc Gulf of Cambay to central Uttar Pradesh, cast to \Vcst ^ngal, south 
throughout the Peninsula and Cc^ion, normally up to c . 1 000 metres ( 1 200 m 
in the Palnis). Affects fccondar>’ scrub jungle, forest edges, groves, and 
large leafy trees on village outskirts or standing amidst cultivalioa and 
grazing land. Prefers somewhat more open and drier country than Gold- 
fronted Chloropsis, but thc two species often overlap. 

CENTRAL HABITS. ^Vrbofcal, Usually frequenting the foliage canopy, 
admirably camouflaged among the leaves. Behaviour much as ourifrons. 
Keeps solitary or in pairs; family parties for some lime after thc ^•oung arc 
fledged. Most often seen feeding among Lcranthus clumps and flowering 
trees. A pugnacious bird chivvying zmd driving away other ncctar-stckcrs 
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ChhropsTS coctitnchinensa 



Jerdoni {i toy). cocfunduTteruu (no8). 


from its feeding tree even though in a remote part of it. Flight imdulating 
and rapid. For a note on anting, sec JBNHS 38: 628-31. 

FOOD. Insects such as green trec-crichets, red ants, mantiscs, caterpillars; 
berries and \%’ild figs (Fiais) ; nectar of Zjoranthis^ Helictnes^ Salmdiay Erythrina^ 
coconut and many other flowers. 

VOICE and calls. A \Wde range of harsh as well as lively ^vhistling 
notes, similar in general pattern to those of aurifrons but a few characteristic. 
Also a vcr>' good mimic, imitating to perfection drongos, bulbuls, tailor 
birds, tree pics, jungle babblers, shrikes, cuckoo-shrikes, etc., even the 
Shikra and the Striped Squirrel. Its own distinctive notes are occasionally 
u-edged in bet^veen the mimicr)”. These given one after another in quick 
succession over long periods (once timed 40 minutes — SA). 

BREEDiNo. Season^ poorly defined; nests have been found every month, 
mainly between November and May in the more southern parts of its 
range (in Ceylon February to May; occasionally October — Phillips); 
from March to September in the north. Kestj a fairly deep cup of fine 
rootlets, plastered on the outside with cobwebs and vegetable fibres; sus- 
pended hammock-wise between leaf-stems or branching end-t^vigs at the 
extremity of a bough, usually six to nine metres from the ground. Eggs, 
normally 2, rarely 3, pale creamy or pinkish white sparingly marked wth 
specks, blotches and hair-lines of blackish, purplish and reddish brown, 
ciiefly about the broader end. Average size of 31 eggs 21 •! X 15« J mm 
(Baker). 

Museum Dzackosq. See Key to the Subspedes and Field Characten. Immature 
birds (both sexes) differ from adult female by absence of >xlIow wash on forehead. 
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and the colours of moustache and throat being indistinct shadow’s of the mpectire 
adults. 


UEASUR£S 15 >nS 



'Ymg 

BGl 

Tanus 

Tan 



(from skull) 



d’d’ 

85-96 

21-26 

18-20 

66-81 mm 

99 

82-88 

21-25 

18-20 • 

62-72 mta 


(H\\\ SA) 

COLOURS Of BARE PARTS. IiTS btos^TU Bill black, 9 homy brem-n, grey at 
sides of base of lower mandible; mouth pinkhh grey or pinkish slate. Legs and feet 
slaty grey; claws dusky; soles dirty fleshy white. 


1 1 08. Goldmantled Chlozvpsis. Chlcropm cochhie^Mmsis coc^ifK?tinmris 
(Gmclin) 

Xurdus cocfatildwtsis Gmelin, 1788, SjtL Nat, 1 (2) : 825 (Cochin China) 

Phylhnojr chloroeejdudus Walden, 1871, Ann. Mag- NaL Hist, 7; 241 (Toungoo) 
OtIcTvpsis cochiftchwnsis chloreus Koclr, 1954, Contrib. ImL Regional Exploration, 
No. 1 : 10 (Hahim Bazaar, Assam) 

Baker. FBI No. 372, Vol. 1 : 350 
Plate 72, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAME. Doo-lulip gtffrimd (Cadiari). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

EiELD CHARACTERS. As in see also 1103. 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnoN and habit.vt.'* Resident, fairly common. Assam 
hills south of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, and East Pakistan; from just 
^ abore plains Icv'cl up to c. 1800 mefres. A bird of the damp, hot vallc)T, 
rcplac^ higher up by C. hmlunc^t; affects dedduous and cv'crgrccn forest 
(penetrating \vcll into the interior), gardens, kampongs, and groves of trees 
on village outskirts, 

ExtralimiUiL Ranges cast through Burma, Thailand and the Indo- 
chinese countries. Other races in h'^la^-sia and Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As mjerdont. Frequently In company 
of bulbuls and C. aurifrons. 

BREEDiNo. Season, April to August (Baker); nest and eggs, as ot jerdant. 
Average size of 16 eggs 22*3 x 15*5 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Kcj» to the Suhspccicf; for detailed description Baker, 
loc. cit. 

UEA5URE1CENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

TaU • 



(from skull) 


(ft? 

81-90 

21-22 

65-72 mm 

99 

76-84 

20-22 

61-68 mm 


(mv) 

Tarsus r. 18 mm (Baker). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As mjerdoni. 
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Genus Irena Horsfidd 

Irena Honfield, 1821, Trans, Linn. Soc. I-ondon, 13: 153. T>'pc, by ori^na] desig- 
nation, Ccraeias pueUa Latham 

BUI shorter than head, stout, curved, slightly notched at tip; nostrils oval, partly 
concealed bj’ frontal plumes; rictal bristles well developed, A fov hairs (fUopIumes) 
spring from nape. IVlng long but roimded, 4th quill (as,) IcngoL Tarsus short and 
stout. Upper and under tail-covcrts ver^' long. 


1109, mo. Eairy "BVaohirdM Irerus puelta puella (Latham)* 

Coradas piulla Latham, 1 790, Index Om., 1:171 (India, rotricted to Tra>’ancorc 
(S. Kerala]) 

Jrmapaella sikHmensis Whistler & Kinnear, 1933, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc,, 36; 

582 (Sukna, Darjeeling) 

Irena paella endamarJea Ahdulali, 1964, ibid-, 61 r 415-17 (1-ong Island, Middle 
Andamans) 

Baker, FBI No. 950, Vol. 3; I 
Plate 72. fig. 14 

Cf. Delacour, Jp, in Peters’s Chcck-Iist, \*ol. 9, I960; 307, ftwtnoic- 

LOCAL names. Pena-kara-kuruvi (Tclugu); Lalila (Mala^’alam) ; Deo geiang 
(Cachari), 

SIZE. M^*na -f ; length c. 27 cm (I I in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Ahpe, brilliant ulcramarine blue; Maze, deep 
velvety black with blue under tail-co\'crts. 

» Female. Dull bluc-grccn with 
blackish lores. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and JIABI- 
' . TAT. Resident subject to seasonal 

^ wanderings. Range disjunct— as 

, ■'* * follows ; 

(I) Hca\y rainfall area of south- 
* 'wesicm India from about 

X c. I Ratnagiri district in Malia- 

rashtra, south to the southern 
parts of the Western Ghats in Kerala, from the plains to r. 1800 
metres, and tlie hills of western Tamil Nadu (Nilgiris, Palnis, etc.); 
on the cast it has been reported only from the Chittcri range. Betts 
records it as a cold-U'cathcr \isitor to the central plateau of Coorg, 
arri\ing in Nos'cmbcr. There arc old records from Mahabicshsvar, 
Khandesh and \^darbha (Bcrar). E-xtinct in Cc>'loa where the last 
record appears to ha^t been in 1877. 

(2) Southeastern Nepal foothills (Jhapa dist. — Fleming), Sikldm and 
Bhutan foothills, Jalpaiguri duars, Assam, Manipur and the East 
Pakistan hills; also Andaman and Nicobar islands. 

» No. 1 1 10, /. /. ritlrwu, u cocridcrcd a t}-ccayia; ree Mianna DUgacab. 
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Affects heavy raoist-dedduous and evergreen forest, sholas, coffee planta- 
tions and deep jungle. 

ExtralimitaL Extends through Burma and the IndocWnesc subregion. 
Other subspedes in Malaysia, Sumatra, Borneo, Java and the Philippines. 

CE-VERAL itABiTS. In tiic non-brccding season keeps in small parties of 
six to ci^t birds, rarely more, usually to tree-tops but readily descending to 
bushes where food attracts. AJwap on the move, hopping from branch to 
branch and firing from tree to tree, uttering their distinctive call as they 

FOOD. Fruit, berries and nectar. Espcdally fond of the vrarious spedcs 
of figs; prob« into tlie blossoms of Etythrina and Grevillea for nectar. Insects 
arc also taken. 

VOICE and calls. As they dodge about the trees, utter charocfcrislic, 
fiquid, percussive notes variously rendered as «w/-rrrr/, le-guick, peepit, 
wkafs it repeated cver^' few seconds. According to Belts, the 'male has an 
explosive, L’quid, bubbling sihistle of two notes tchii-tu, U'hU-tu, itfsil-tu 
(a different rendering of tlie above?]; as it calls the tail is jerked up sharply. 
A sharp chirkichiehik given in flight every few seconds has abo been noted. 

DREEDiNO. Season, overall January to June, but most nests have been 
found from February' to April- Unlike most forest birds they do not felect 
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open glades or banks of streams but breed in the heart of the thickest and 
most humid places. Kest, described by Betts as very distinctive and unmist^- 
able for that of any other bird; a rough platform of straight dead twgs 
16 to 19 cm long and remarkably thick, often at least 5 mm in diameter. 
On this is spread a layer of green moss and a scanty linin g of rootlets and 
leaf-ribs. It is placed in a fork well vdthin a dense and shady tree, from 
five metres up; exceptionally in bushes as low as one metre. The hen does 
all the building, the cock accompanying her, calling loudly. Eggs^ almost 
invariably 2, exceptionally 3, olive-grey or greenish white with irregular 
streaky blotches of brown scattered over the surface, more densely and 
forming a cap at the large end. Average size of 40 eggs 28-2 X 20*2 mm 
(Baker). Incubation of eggs (period?) and brooding of yoimg by female 
alone; feeding by both parents. Young dothed in a thick coat of dark grey- 
brown fluffy down. . 

hlusEUM Diacnoso. Spccimcm fkom southwest India have a slightly shorter 
wing (an average of less than 4 nun), but birds from farther ea^t are intennediate. 
Andaman birds have slightly longer taUs (within the range of die speaea a^*crflgc) 
and sli^tly heavier bills; these small differences do not >varrant subq>cdfic recog- 
nition {Jide Ddacour in lift.). There is no difference in plumage. 

The juveaal plumage is a dull edidon of the female’s except that the wings and 
their coverts have very little of the blue-g r ee n wash. Ilrst-vnntcr males arc indis- 
tinguishable from the adult female except for the presence of odd, acddcntally 
revolted, feathers of the adult plumage; postluvcnal moult of body, lesser, median 
and probably greater coverts. 


UXASUREUEtm 



\Vmg 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Taa 



(from skull) 



12S-134 

26-30 

18-19 

9^110 nun 

9 9 

118-128 

27-30 

18-19 

95-104 nun 




[South India (HW, SA)) 

12 d'd’ 

123-141 

26-30 

18-19 

97-112 mm 

6 99 

124-130 

29-32 

— 

92-112 mm 




[Northeast India (HA, HW, SA)] 

3. d’d’ 

129-133 ' 

25-26 

— 

106-110 mm 

1 9 

130 

25 

— 

.108 mm 


f Andamans (HA)1 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris claTCt. Bill black (cT), broymish bbek (9); 
mouth greyish pink, legs, feet and cla\s*s black. ' 


Family Pycnonotidae : Bulbuls 

Cf. Dclacour, J., 1943, Zcologica, 28 (I): 17-28; Thomson, A. L. (ed.) 1964, 
A //ac DicHonaty of Birdsi 1 10 (Article * Bulbul *). 


Key to the Genera 


A BUI • finch-like.' Spivxos 

B Hain springing from nape numerous and at least as long as tarsus 
Crirnger 
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Page 

C BUI equal to, usually shorter ohan tarsus. Difference between longest 

primary and longest secondary less than length of tarsus.. . .Pytnonotus 67 
D Bill longer than tarsus. Difference between longest primary and 

longest secondary more than length of tarsus HjpsipfUs 101 

Genus Spizixos Blyth 

Spiaxos Blyth, 1845, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal, 14: 571. Type, by monotyp)% 
SpizixQs canifrons Blyth 

Differs from other bulbuls by its finch-like biU, otherwise a typical member of 
the family in its habits, breeding and \'oicc. Crest thick and long but not much 
pointed; bill short and deep, culmcn gently curved throu^out; edge of mandibles 
slightly sinuate and notched near the tips; tail square; tarsus short and Vieak. 


1111. Finchbilled Bulbul. Spizixos camfrons can^rom Blyth 

Spizixos cemfrons Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 14; 571 (Khasia Hills) 
Spizixos canifrons nobilis Koclz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc, Indai, 4: 154 (Lushai HiUs) 
Baker, FBI No. 4l6. Vol. 1 ; 400 
PUte 73. fig. 1 

LOCAL. WiME. B&o fcuIijyfcuLs (Cachari). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A gTccn bulbul wTth ycUowish belly, broad dark 
terminal band on tail, slaty head and throat wth wWtish patch on sides 

of neck, and pointed blackish crest. 
Sexes alike. The pale yellow thick bill 
looks whitish in the field and very 
distinctive. ' 

Young (immature), forehead 
greenish yellow, crown and crest dark 
oUve; tluroat and car-coverts dull 
ycllo^vish; indications of a dusky 
moustache; rest as adult but duller 
with terminal tail-band shadowy- Bill 
blackish. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A Fcsidcnt montanc spccics, subjcct 
to some seasonal altitudinal movement. Assam hiUs south of the Brahma- 
putra, Nagaland, Mampur (and East Pakistan in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts?) from c. 1400 to 2500 metres, descending in winter to - 900 m. 
Affects cut-over scrub, semi-cultivation, dedduous and evergreen forest- 

Extralimtal. Chin Hills and Arakan. The spedcs extends cast through 
northern Burma, Yunnan and northern Thailand to N. Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Found jn parties, sometimes large groups of more 
than 50 indidduals. Affects low scrub and abandoned hiU-cultivation 
dearings overgrown with brambles and ringal bamboo; sometimes high 
trees whence it may be seen ‘ fly-catching * in the air for insects and returning 
to the same perch. A typical bulbul in its habits. 
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FOOD. Seeds, firuit and insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note, a strident but not unmelodious purr- 
pun-pTTuit-pTruit^prTuitf the last three syllables only added when the bird 
is Very cxdted; another call is describe as krrit-^uit . . . tirT-tirm pit 
with strong emphasis on the last note (Heinrich). Typical btilbul notes — 
full, sofr and distinct; abo has a curious chattering note (Whistler). 

BREEDiNO. Seasorij April through July. Xestf rather shallow, cup-shaped, 
very dbtinctive, apparently always made of narro^v curly corkscrew-like 
tendrib of some vine, occasionally with a few fine twigs added, and sometimes 
fined with scraps of bracken or grass. Biult in low bushes preferably in 
tangles of wild raspberries {Rubus ) ; sometimes in small saplings up to three 
metres. EggSf 2 or 3, rarely 4, dull pink marked with numerous freckles of 
pinkbh red to deep browmsh red, often confluent and forming a well- 
marked cap or ring around the large end. Average size of 100 eggs 25*7 
X 17*6 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diaonosts. See Field Characters. Po8tju\’Ciial moult complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\Ving Bifi Tril 

(from skull) 

o' 9 90-102 16-19 89-99 mm 

(HW, SDR) 

Wing 10 tS'6' 93-99, 10 9 9 90-94 mm (Heinrich). 

Tarsus c, 18-19 mm (Baker). 

■Wa^t 1 <? 44 g (SDR). 

colours of bare PARTS. Irb reddish bro\s’n. Bill ydlo\N*ish horn above, vary 
pale >*dlo>%Tsh green bdow. Legs and feet brownish flesh (H\S’)» 

Genus Pycnonotus Bole 

I^aiortotas Boie, 1826, Tsb, col. 973, T^'pe, by monotypy, Tusdus cepensis Linnaeus 

Braeftypodius Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 14: 576. Type, by original 
designation, Lenitts rzslanocepfudus Gmdin 

Raiigida Bl^th, 1845, Jour. Asian Soe. Bengal, 14: 576. Tjpe, by original designa- 
tion, Ttffdas duper Horshdd 

^fuTotaT3as Eyton, 1839, Proc. Zool. Soc. tondon: 102. T> 7 >c, by inonof>73>“, 
^fierotams rAenolcJoas Eyton 

ElaShea Gbtel, 1848,Naturgcs, Hohcrc Schulen: 8. Tj’pe, by original designation, 
Bredypos pltsnifeT Gould = Venga faeventris 'nckell 

Obcenpsa Caban a , 1851, Mus. Hein., U 109. Type, by monot>’py, Lanins jocosns 
Linnaeus 

Molpasiu Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers, 1 : 378. Type, by original designation, 
Hcivnitsnds ehy se rrhaides Lafrcsna\*e 

Blj'th, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal, 12; 930-53. Tj^pe, by monorypy, 
7n£Ar^.jna stsiains Bljlli 

Oates, 1889, Fauna Brin Ind., Bds., 1: 274. Type, by reonot>*py, 
Pyoionstss fsstserns Bl>'th 

XV/aariia Jerdon, 1863, Bds. Ind., 2: 86. Type, by monotypy, lycncnstns ptniciUdut 
Blyth 

Cf. Dcignan, H. G., 1948, 1949, Jour. Washington Acad. Sd., 38; 39; 245-8, 
279-81; 273-9, 


Bill moderately thick and long for the group; colours and paciern very variable; 
feathers on the crown erectile and either elongated or normal in lengtn. 


Key to the Species 


I Plumage heavily striped p. strietus 

II Plumage not striped 

A Under tail-coverts red or yellow contrasting with rest of plumage 
a Tail tipped with while 

1 Under tail-coverts red p. cafer 

2 Under tafl-coverts yellow 

Throat black .P. lencognys 

Throat yellow P, xanShdUtrrm 

b Tail not tipped with white 

3 A while check-patch P. Jpcow 

4 No check-patch p. faccscms 

B Under taU-co\'erts concolorous with belly 

c Lores and chin white, yellow tuft bclund cy-c P. pmciUatus 

d Front of forriicad, and supcrrilium, white P, tuUolus 

c Tail broadly tipped wth ydlow p. ctrietps 

f Tail tipped with white P. atriceps (grey phase) 

g Tmi not tipped with yellow or white 

5 Head entirely black P. rndcnicimis 

6 Head slaty, forehead greenish P. prioeephalus 
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Pycnonotus atriceps (Tcmminck) 

Key to the Sobspecles 

Head entirely black, sharply defined. p. e, atriceps 

Head almost concolorous with back, olive washed with blackish, 
not sharply defined p. e,fuscofattsans 


1112. BUckheaded Bolbul. Pycnonotus atriceps clrieeps (Tcmminck) 

Turdns Tcmminck, 1822, PI. coL. IKt. 25. pL 147 (Java and Sumatra, restric- 
ted to Jara by Robinson Sc KIoss, 1923, Jour. Fed. Malay Stato Mus., 11:55) 

Br. {acfypodins) cinnecrentris'Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal, 14: 576 (Tipperah) 
Baker, FBI Nos. 439 and 442, VoU 1 : 423, 426 
Cf. Ticehufst, C. B., 1939, Ris, 81 ; 563. 

Plate 73, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Dco-hnUp-gcTtfn (grey phase), Deo-bnUp-garasha (normal phase) 
(Cachari). The two names mean male and female although the difference is not 
one of sexes but of colour phases. 

SIZE. Rcdsxntcd Bulbul length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Two coIouT phascs. Normal phase. Ahaze, head 
glossy black; upperparls oIh*e, mottled with black on rump; vdngs olivx 
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and black; tail olive with a black subtemunal 
band and a broad yellow terminal band. Sehw, 
throat and upper breast glossy black; lower breast 
olive becoming yellow on belly and undertail 
surface, Uncrcstcd black head, and rounded tail 
sviih bright yellow terminal band are leading 
clues. 

In Grey phase all olive or yellow parts 
replaced by ashy grey; terminal band of tail white. 
This phase crops up here and there, but rarely 
(less than 1 per cent). Sexes alike, 

STATUS, DtSTTUBimoN and HABITAT. Resident, 
common whei^ it occurs. Assam south of the 
Brahmaputra. (iciclu<^ng Nagaland and Manipur) 
and the eastern and southeastern parts of Easj 
Pakistan, in lowlands and foodiihs up to c. 700 m. 
Affects deciduous forest, scattered or light jungle 
and gardens. 

Exifalimital. Burma, and throughout the Indochinese subregion, Malaysia, 
the Sunda islands, Borneo and Palatran. 

GEt^ERAL KAErrs. Arboreal, descending to bushes when food attracts; 
may inhabit thick bushes and u^dcrg^o^vth, and cane brakes in the breeding 
season. Picks berries while hopping from branch to branch in small or large 
parties. Sometimes ha^vks Hying insects by aerial sorties irom tree-tops. 
Rather quarrelsome. 

FOOD. Mostly berries; also insects (flying ants etc.), 

VOICE and calls. Very distinct and unlike those of other bulbuls. 
Ordinary call-note, a lively, sharp but pleasant single chirp uttered when 
flying from tree to tree, hopping among the branches or at rest. Song, a 
melancholy double whistle not unlike that of a sibia (Davison); ‘very 
mournful, like the rain-weather call of the lora but deeper and softer ’ — 
Baker. It is uttered Avhen sitting quietly especially in the morning and 
evening. 

BREEDiNo. Season, April and May. Jfesi, rather bulky for the size of the 
bird, well built and compact ‘ more like a flycatclier’s than a buIbuPs * 
(J. C. Hopwood) ; made of fine stems, twigs, dead leaves and grass, fined 
with fine grass-stems; placed in upright forks of branches or cane fronds, 
part of the material being wound around the supporting tw'igs; always in 
bushes and nearly alway's quite low do^vn. .hggJ, 2 or 3, typical of Pjfcnonotus 
but having a definite character of their oivn, pale pink svith a violet tinge 
marked with speckles or small blotches of reddish browm or purple-brown 
forming a ring or cap at the large end. Average size of 17 eggs 21 * I X 15*9 
mm (Baker). 

MosEUjif DtAcKOsis. See Key to the Subspecies and Field Characters. 

Young (immature), head and throat dull brown; base of rump-feathers brown, 
taJ-coverts shorter; rest as in adult but darker and duller. Primary and tail charac- 
ters present, postjuvenal moult complete. This species is dichromatic, the grey 
phase lacking carotenoids (see also SF 6; 319). 


KEASUREMEffTS 

^Ving . Bill Tama Tail 

(firom featben) 

80-S6 13-14 f. 13 f. 84 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OP HARE PARTS, Jnspah blue; bill black; legs and feet plumbeous. 


1 J 13. An d a tnan Blackheaded Bizlba!. Jf^onolus atmeps fus^fiavescens 
(Hume) 

Braci^poditu fuscojiaeiseens Hum^ 2875, Stray Feathers.^ 1 : 297 
(Port Mouat and Moimt Harriet, Andamans) 

Baker, FBI No. 440, Vol, I*. 425 

LOCAL KAUEs. Nonc rccordcd. 

Size. Redwhiskered Bulbul — ; length r. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD characters. Above^ oliv'c-grecn, dusky on crown, and sides of 
head, >vjth a few black feathers on rump, and a dark band across tail ivhich 
is broadly tipped with yellow. Beloiu, chin and upper throat black gradually 
beconung olive on breast and bright yellow on belly and Under tail surface. 
Stxts alike. 

Status, PisnUBurroH and habitat. Resident, rather rare; South and 
Middle Andaman islands in fight deciduous forest and thick jungle, 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. Presumably as in 1 112. A quiet and Un- 
obtrusive bird. ‘ Almost ahvays in pairs * (A. L. Butler). 

VOICE and calls. Has no song but a characteristic call (Osmaston). 

breeding. Unrecorded. 

Moseusi DiAONOsa. Differs from the BUckheaded Bulbul (U 12) in baling the 
whole head dusky olive-green; black tail-band narroiver; primaries, except fint 
two, edged ofive-green. 

MrASUREstENTs and colours op bare parts. As in 1112 . 


1 1 14. Greyheaded Bulbul. Pj‘enonotus priocephhlus (Jerdon) 

B.{rachjrpus) pnocephalusjcrdony 1839, Madras Jour, Lit. Set., 10: 240 
{Peria Pass, Malabar) 

Baker, FBI No. 441, Vol 1 : 425 
PJate 73, fig. 3 

local NAAiE. Prakunim (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul length c. 19 cm (7i in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A gTcy-hcadcd olivc-gfcen bulbul curiously reminis- 
cent of a mmiaturc green pigeon, with the rump barred bUck and yellow. 
Abpvr, head grey with greenish forehead; back oliVc-grecn mottled with 
brotm and grey on rump; upper tail-coverts and centre of tail grey; outer 
i^trices dark brown tinged ivith ohVe, broadly tipped with grey» 
chin blacldsh, belly olive-green. Broad square tail characteristic, and light- 
coloured iris conspicuous. Sexes alike. 
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STATUS, DtSTRiDUTtON and HABITAT. Resident; fairly common butratiicf 
local. A very limited range in the heavy rainfall area along the southwestern 
side of India from Belgaum and Goa south through Kerala, and cast to 
the Nilgiris and Palnis (JBNHS 55; 159), western M^’sore and Coorg; 
from the plains fo r. lOOO m, rarely to 1800 m; optimum zone between 
600 and 900 m. Affects dense evergreen cane-brakes in swampy jungle, 
and lantana thickets in abandoned forest clearings - — a biotope simifar 
to that of Rubythroated Bulbul (1116), but preferentially more humid 
fades with denser growth. 

GENERAL HABITS. Arboreal, keeping chiefly to the foliage canopy of 
trees and tall vine-draped shrubs. Met tvith singly, in pairs or in small 
parties; commonly consorts at a feeding tree with bulbuls, orioles, barbets, 
fairy bluebirds and other fruglvorous species. 

FOOD. Berries and fruits, c.g. Ficus, Lantana, ^izjphus oawpUa; also 
Insects. 

voice and calls. A clear, rather squeaky ^vhistling note cheeek or peenk, 
single or repeated every second or so punctuated from time to time by a 
wheezy long-dratwi chaik (SA). Fairly noisy. 

BREEDING. Season, Mardi to July, jfest, a rough, shallow cup of dead 
grass, bark, bamboo leaves and rootlets, lined with the latter, loosely at- 
tached to a branch with cobwebs and placed in low bushes in thick jungle. 

usually I, sometimes 2, quite distinctive though of bulbul type; pale 
pink faintly tinged sritii violet, lightly flecked and stippled with pale pinkish 
red %s'ith secondary' frccklings of pinkish lavender more numerous at the 
larger end. Average size of 6 eggs 21*7 x 15*5 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species. Some indlvkluab h.Ti'e ihe crown, 
nape, car-coverts and throat olive-green as the rest of plumage, instead of slaty zs 
in normal specimens. The upper surface of the (ail also 2ias f/ic grey largely replaced 
by green. This variation does not seem to be a mark of tilher age or sex but is 
probably a phase' simiJar to that found in the allied species F. atriceps (2112). 

Young much aa adult; black marks in tail less sharply defined; primary and 
tail cliaracfcrs present; postjuvenal moult complete. 

measureuents 



IVlng 

Bill 

Tail 



(from ikuU) 


d'd' 

75-79 

14-17 

70-79 mm 

99 

75-77 

14-10 

70-73 mm 


(SA, H\V) 

COLOUR* or BARE PARTS. Iris grey. Bill greenish jrllow; mouth pink with 
bnnvnhh patches, or ^tUovr and pink, vaiying according to age (? or season). Legs 
and feet palcdiakj orange-yeflow; claua paler (SA). 


Pi'CNONOTUS MELANICTERUS (Gmclin) 


Key fo the Sabapecles 





Page 
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Throat orange to rub>'-rtd 

rn.giJerts 
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C 

Tliroat lemon-ytllow 
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1115. Blacker ested Yellow BnlbtsL Pjcnonotus mUmidem Jtmvcnhis 
(Tickcll) 

Vanga jiaritentris TickcU, 1833, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal, 2: 573 
(Dampara in Dbolbhum) 

Baker, FBI No^4I3, Vol. 1 : 397 
Plate 73, fig. * 

I.OCAI, NAMES. Zi'd bulbil (Hindi); PiUriji kSniihSta [ConihpvT); Mmdipb- 
hur (Lcpcha); bJagrani dao-buUp (Cachari), 

SUE. Redvented Bulbul i; length c. IB cm (7J in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Entire head, throat and creal glossy'blach; rest of 
upperparts olive-yellow, tail largely brown. Underparts yellow, darker on 
breast. Pale yellow eyes conspicuous at short range. Sexes alike. Distinguuhed 
from the Blacklieaded Bulbul (1112) by ite erect pointed crest, and the 

absence of yellow in tail. .. . t .e 

status, distribution and habitat. Fairly common resident along the 
lower Himalayas from Simla through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Assam hills, 
Nagaland, Mam'pur, and East Pakistan; terai and duan and up to an 
alUtude of c,, 1500 m, rarely to 2400 m, extending in the plains to Gonda 



(U P ) and Bcttiah (N, Bihar) ; also the forats of Madhya Pradesh (P^^‘ 
marhi, Chhindirara and Bastar districts), Orissa and northeast^ Jtedhia 
Pradesh. Affecu forest with plenty of undergrowth, dense secondary jungle, 
and scrub country about terraced cultiration, orchards and ullages. 

Extrstimlct. Tliis subspecies extends to Arakan, northern Burma and 
western Yunnan; other races throughout tlic Indochinese subregion, 
Sumatra, Java and Borneo. 
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CEKE31AI. HABITS. Arborcal, seldom coming near the ground. Usually 
singly or in pain, but may consort in numben in fruit-bearing trees. like 
other bulbuls often hawks frying ants in the air from tree-tops. 

FOOD. Mainly fhnts, also insects. Observed feeding on fruit of Sblaum 
xcrMiocmpvm growing along forest path (SA). 

VOICE and calls. Similar to those of the Rubythroated Bulbul (1116), 
q-v. Some notes also resemble those of the Black Bulbul (1148). Song 
rendered as w^tUtre-trippy-wftj the last three syllables repeated tvi*ice or 
more. 

BREEDDfO. Stasen^ overall hlarch to September, chlcfiy ^til to June. 
J{ezly a flimsy cup of yellow dead leaves boimd with a little cob^^•eb and 
shrei of bark; a first rough lining of coarse grass stems, fine twigs and 
rootlets, and a finer lining, in most eases composed only of the finer stems 
of tan-coloured grass, occasionally of fine moss-roots or other v^tablc 
fibre; placed in a thick bush or sapling 30 to 250 cm from the ground. 
Eggt, 3 or 4, sometimes 2, faint pinkish white cov er ed with numcroirs freckles 
of dull lilac-pink, dull reddish or reddish pink with secondary fireddes of 
pale grey, sometimes forming a ring around the large end. A'*cragc size 
of 100 eggs 24*2 X 16*4 mm (Baker). Both birds take part in incubation; 
period unrecorded. 

Mesreu IhACsoss. Ihficrs from gderis and rrjlaneisns in has*mg a crest and 
a bla^ throat. 

Young (immatuic) like adult but head dull black and crest shorter; upperparts 
olive; underparts much paler yeflow; edges to wing and tail less distinct; 
primary and tail cfaaractcn present. Postjuvcnal moult complete. 

SCZASUROCTJm ’ 


Wng 

BOl 

Taisus 

Tril 


(from skull) 



85-95 

14-17 

15-17 

82-90 mm 

83-89 

14-16 

16-17 

79-86 mm 


(HW, BB, SA, netning) 
Wright 4 o' o’ 30-34 ; 2 9 9 2S-31 g (SDR, BB). 

COLOURS OF BARB FARTS. Iris pale lemon-ycIlow. BUI black. Legs and feet dark 
plumbeous; daws darker; soles ycUovmh wMte. 


1 116. Rubythroated Yellow BtsHraL Pjmmobxs melcidcUms gulani 
(Gould) 

BreeJ^ptts pderit Goxjld, 1835, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 186 (Tnn*aacorc) 
Baker, FBt No. 431. VoL 1 : 415 
Plate 73, bg. 5 

LOCAL KAScr. MSf^cntan (hfalayalam). 

SIZE, Rcd\’cnted Bulbul length c, 18 cm (7^ in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An olivc-ycUow and bright yellow bulbul with 
black uncrcstcd head, conspicuous wlutbh cyt and ruby-red throat- Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS, otsTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident Goa (?) and western 
Mysore Belgaum south through Kerala and adjacent parts of Tamil 
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Nadu. In the lo^s•lands*and foothills of the Ghats up to c. 1000 m (1200 m 
in Coorg dist, rarely higher). Affects edges of ev erg r ee n forest, thickets 
along riN'crs, nnxed bamboo and evergreen, and old forest clearings o\Tr- 
grovs-n with secondary jungle and tangles of Mimosa, Lentana, etc. Avoids 
cultivatfon. 

general HABITS. Axborcal, finding most of its food in the forest canopy. 
Keeps in pain during the breeding season, in small parties otherwise. 
Rather silent and shy and retiring. 

FOOD. Berries, figs and insects. 

\T)icx and calls. The tirds keep in touch \vith each other by a low, 
churring note constantly uttered. Song, a half-dozen tinkling notes recall- 
ing the song of RJdpidia’a arreola but of the pattern and richness of the 
Redwhiskered Bulbul’s; closriy resembling also song of 1 115. 

BREEDixe. Si-defined; overall January to August, chiefly February 

to ApriL Ktsf, a ^*cry small cup of >*cIIosv dead leaves bound lightly with 
cobw eb and grass stalks with a sKght lining of grass, looking Hkc a casual 
wind-blown accumulatioix of rubbish (Betts). The choice ofjreffom leaves 
as a nest material, as also in the Blackcrcst^ Bulbul, is stressed by Betts. 
Placed in lowr bushes between 1 and 3 metres from Ac ground. Eg^s, in- 
\*ariably 2, similar to those of flariomlns. Average size of 4 eggs 20*9 x 15*2 
mm (B^er). 

Mcszuvt Diacsosts. See Key to the Subspecies. Young undacribed. 



Wing 

Bm 

Taa 



(from skull) 


(fc? 

74-79 

15-16 

68-74 mm 

99 

73-79 

15-16 

67-69 mm 


(HW, S.A) 


TarsiB f. 15 mm (Baker). 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ins Creamy white to j-dlovv. Bill broviuish black; 
mouth ^'dlowtah pink. Legs, feet and claws brown. 


1 1 1 7. Blackcapped TeQo w BnlbuL Pjaionotus meUmicients melamcltna 
(GmcUn) 

Mttsekape rulancten Gmclin, 1789, SysL Nat., 1; 941 (Ce>‘lon) 

Baker. FBI No. 429, Vol. I; 414 
Plate 73, fig. 6 

LOCAL KASCE. KShd kondt^ (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul — ; length r, 18 cm (74 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abov€, uncxcstcd head black; back, rump and wings 
olive-green; tail brown tipp^ white. Below, throat and rest of imderparts 
Ieiaon->xllow* with an oliv’e sv’ash on breast. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRmmox and babttat. Resident, Ceylon. \V5dely distri- 
buted except in the arid parts, in moderate numbers up to at least 1200 m. 
Affects well-w’oodcd areas but prefen forest \-aried by open coimtry to 
dense foresL 

GENERAL HAsns and FOOD. As in gularis. 
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VOICE and CAJUa. ‘ A plaintive, niinor-kc>' wdiistle on an ascending 
scale, sometlung \jiktjoT,jerjt or terr lorr ice xce each sj’Uable higher than the" 
last ’ (Henry). 

BREEDiNO. Season, ill-defined; February to June; mostly Ivlarch and 
April (Phillips) with a second period in August-September (Henry'); 
occasionally in other months, dtesl, a rather flimsy cup of sm^ twigs, 
rootlets and espcdally dead lca\*es and fcm-stalks, lined scantily with 
fibres; placed in a small lateral fork or in twigs and well concealed among 
foliage in a low bush in scrub jungle, or a small tree in the outskirts of 
forest. Eggs, normally 2, dull pink, densely speckled and occasionally blotted 
with light red-brown. Average size of 24 eggs 20-9 x 15-7 mm (Baker) . 

Museum Diacnoss. See Key to the Subspecies. 

Young (immature), similar to adult but black olhcad dull and glosslcss; rec- 
triccs narrower and more pointed, 

^^ing and tafr moult in the adults in March and October. 

MEASXntEMENTS 

' tVing BDl Tanus Tall 

(from skull) 

15-17 15-16 

15-16 15-16 


6* tJ'o' 

5 99 


72-77 

72-74 


65-69 mm 
62-65 mm 
(WN*) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dull red (o^) or dark brown ( 9 )♦ BIO black. 
Legs and feet blackish (o') or deep lead colour (9). 
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Pycnonotus jocosus (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A Recirices without white tips 

1 Paler, collar broken m centre P.j. chzmsis 

2 Darker, collar complete............ .P.j.Jusciccudaixs 

B Rectrices with white dpi 

3 Upperparts rich ruddy brown 

a Red Car-tuft and crest shorter, bDl heavier P’j- wHsileri 

b Red ear-tuft and crest longer, bill more slcadc 

4 Upperparts darker, more saturated 

5 Upperparts paler 


1118. Knmaon Redwhiskered BoIbuL 
(Bonaparte) 

* Hodes.’= Bonaparte, 1850, Coasp. Gen. .‘\v., I ; 265 (cc India = 
Nepal « Hodgson, 1844) 

Otacr-^a3yeicttM/«rtf^!fr\N'histJcr, 1931, Bull. Bril. Orn. Q., 52: 40 
(Kumaon bhabar) 

Baker, FBI No. 410 (part), Vol. It 394 
Local names. KenerS Pdh6ri biliCI (Hindi). 

SIZE. Red\^ted Bulbul length r, 20 cm (C in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS, As XU 1120, q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident in the lowlands, from 
Pycnonotxtf Jocotus 



m eJamrir {1119). f^koils (xix8). montkola (iisia). 

rrma (1121). ^^3 / asnVaadtfgr (iigol j ^ a-Htffrri (lizzl. 

East Punjab to Uttar Pradesh, the Nepal tcrai, duns and bhabar, and Bihar* 
affects scrub jungle, light forest, scmi-culti\*ation and villages, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and BREEDINC. As in 1120. 

^IcsruM Dulcnoss. See Key to the Subipedes. 

XgASURE MUm 


. . . .P.j. enaia 

79 


ISTug 

Bm 

Tad 

.P.j. Kvmsietia 

80 



(from skuIQ 


.P.j. pjnhstis 

75 

3 o’O' 

83-90 

19 

85-86 mm 

: 279-81. 


399 

80-83 

19 

73-77 mm 


COLOURS OF BARE FARTS, As in 1 120 and other races. 


(BB) 


1 1 19. Rajasriian KedwHskered BoXbuL fyczonolss jocosxs cirarr-rii 
(Whatlcr) 

cSsffufr Whiatlcr, 1931, BoH. Brit. Orn. CL, 52: 40 (Mount Abu) 
Baker, FBI No.4II (part), VoL 1; 395 

LOCAL NAMES. KcirJr6 Pchori hiUZl (Hindi). 

SIZE and field characters. As in U^. 
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STATO, EBUtiBUTioN and HABrrAT. Resident. Central, southern and 
southeastern Rajasthan, and northern Gujarat. Affects scrub and cultivated 
areas. 

OENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and BREEDINO. As in 1 120. 

Mosmu IhAONOsis. Sec Key to the Subspecies. 

UEASUREUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from sicull) 

6 87-91 19 20-21 83-87 mfn 

(HW) 

ooLOims OF SAius PARTS. As in 1 120 and other races. 


1120. Southern Redwhiskercd Balbnl. Pycnonolus joeosus Jusclcaudaitts 
(Gould) 

OUKompta fusevaudata Gould, 1866 (1865), Proc. Zool. Soc. London, pt. 3: 664 
(Southern India and Madras, restricted to the Nilgvri Ihlls by Whistler fit Kinnear, 
1932,JBNHS35:756) 

Baker, FBI No. 41 1, Vol. 1 : 396 

Z.OCA1. MAKES. Pohari bulbul, Kamera bulbul (Hindi); Sipahi. bulbul (Gujarati)^ 
Turaka-pigU-pitla (Tclugu); Konda-kloti'kHriwi (Tamil); Irattattalachi (Malayalam), 

SIZE. Redvented or Whitcchcckcd Bulbul ±,* length c. 20 cm (8 in-), 

FIELD CHA3UCTERS. An Unmistakable bird, hair-brown above tvifh a 
pointed black crest (carried erect except when flying), crimson tufts behind 
the eyes, white underparts with a dark collar, and scarlet under tail-coverts. 
Young birds lack the red * whiskers * and have a pale orange-rufous vent. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common and widespread resident. 
Western India from the Tapti river and Madhya Pradesh (apparently 
absent from its northern parts), south to Gape Comorin, including Maha- 
rashtra, Mysore, Kerala, western Tamil Nadu and the v/cstern half of 
Andhra Pradesh. Chiefly in the Ghats and associated hills (Nilgiri, Palni, 
etc.) up to c. 1800 m; rare in the central tableland. Affects open scrub 
jungle, cultivation and urban gardens; avoids heavy forest but prefers a 
more humid habitat than either leucogenys or cafery often to the exclusion 
of each other. (For a note on ecological preferences benveen this species and 
P. cafer see JBNHS 39: 102.) 

GENERAL HABITS. A familiar bird of gardens, often even in the heart of 
noisy cities. Usually in pairs, occasionally in loose feeding flocks of 30 or more 
in the non-breeding season, and in association with other^ bulbuls. Largely 
sedentary, each pair usually remaining in the neighbourhood of its breeding 
haunts throughout the year. Feeds mostly on trees and bushes* but also 
descends to the ground, hopping about to pick ants and other insects. 
At times svill make aerial sorties from a bush- or tree-top to capture winged 
termites and moths. Frequently does damage to ripening fruit in orchards, 
and is a minor scourge of the kitchen garden and to flower-buds and seed- 
lings. Flight strong and well sustained though slow and jerky in character. 
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A pair will become greatly exdted at an intruder near the nest, flitting 
from branch'to branch with rump-feathers fluffed and * swearing * angrily 
till the danger is cleared. Normally unafraid ofhumaivs when nesting near 
habitations. Makes an engaging pet, beepming exceedingly tame and, con- 
fiding, following its master about and fl>’ing long distances to him when 
called. > 

Display. Courtship. Male pwturds before his mate, flattening himself 
on the perch, low’cring his head in a continuous bow, spreading his tail, 
drooping his open ^'rings loosely at the sides, and gently fluttering of quivering 
them to the accompaniment of subdued croaks. Female seemingly quite 
indifferent to these advances, but cooperative in copulation when he thus 
hops on to her back. 

Distraction. Female (?) fdgns injury to draw away intruder from nest- 
young, dragging herself on her belly on ground ^vith outspread beating uings, 
screaming piteously the while; the effect greatly heightened by her mate 
flitting about her concernedly \vith noisy agitated chattering. 

FOOD. Fruits, berries (especially Lantana), figs, flou'cr-buds, nectar, 
insects and spiders. Nest-young fed mostly with soft-bodied insects and 
caterpillars ; with drupes and berries as they g^o^v older. 

VOICE and calls. A noisy spccicc wth a variety of cheery notes, rather 
more musical than tho^of cafer. One song is a rollicking phrase sounding 
like the rice must be finished off uttered particularly ^vhiIc displaying. Agitated 
sad-sounding s>vearing notes, a harsh lemr, often uttered for considerable 
periods mwards sunset when preparing to roost. One of its commonest 
calls is a lively petligrrw or kuk^pelligrcw, or Pleased4i>-melyou (accent on 
meet). " 

BREEomc. Seasony ill-defined: chiefly March to July in the north, 
December to June in the south with a second period in September after the 
monsoon, but odd pests may be found in any month; two or three broods 
arc reared. J^est, a shallow, fairly neat cup of tsvigs and dead leaves bound 
with cobwebs especially around the rim; lining nearly ahvays of roots and 
grass, occasionally hair. A great variety of sites is chosen, even a thatched 
roof or a wall; most usually placed in a low bush or creeper often growing 
on a latticed veranda, seldom more than 3 metres from the ground, some- 
times under 15 cm; well concealed when in thickets of Lantana or other 
scrub, but frequently very conspicuous when in garden bushes. Position of 
nest usually betrayed by the peculiar fussy last-minute departure of incu- 
bating bird. Both sexes share in construction of nest, rearing of young and 
presumably also in incubation. Three or four days are required for building; 
there is usually a pause of a day, or two, before the first egg is laid ; these 
arc laid at intervals of about 24 hours, and in tiic early morning. Incubation 
sometimes starts >vith the first egg, but nest is left unattended through long 
periods of the day and during night until full clutch has been laid. Incu- 
bation period, 12 to 14 days. Eggs, 3, less commonly 2, pinkish, heavily 
freckled and mottled uniformly all over tvilh small purple, red or reddish 
brown spots; very variable. Average size of 100 eggs 24*4 X 16*1 mm 
(Baker). Eggs and nestlings suffer very heavy predation principally by 
cats, crows, crow-pheasants and Calotes lizards. 

Moskum Diacnosts. See Key to the Subspecies. 
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79 

Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

81-95 

17-20 

20-23 

78-87 nun 

9 9 80-85 

18-19 

— 

77-81 mm 
(HW, SA) 

Weight 20 S' 9 25-31 (av. 27-4) g — SA. 




COLOURS or bare parts. Iris hazel-brown to brown. Bill homy black; mouth 


orangc-ycUow and pink. Legs, feet and claws homy brown. 


1121. Bengal Red whiskered Bolbal. r/nrria (Linnaeus) 


Afotactl(a Emeria Linnaeus, 1758, Sysf. Nat., 1 : 187 (Bcnghala) 

Baker, FBI No, 410 (part), Vol. 1 : 394 
Plate 72, fig. 7 

LOCAL NASfES. Kdmna- or Pohari bulbul (Hindi); Sipahi bulbul (Bengal); CAmfi 
fculfctil (Calcutta bird market). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1120, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Coiiimon and widespread resident; 
from \Vest Bengal soulhcastwards through East Pakistan to Lower Burma, 
and southwestwards through Orissa, eastern Andhra Pradesh, eastern 
Tamil Nadu and Rameswaram Island (absent from Ceylon) ; in the Elastcrn 
Ghats up to c. 1000 m, rarely below 750 m. Affects scrub jungle, forest 
edges and semi-cultivation. 

Extrolimital. Ranges through lower Burma, central Tenasserim and 
southwestern Thailand; other subspecies throughout the Indochinese sub- 
region, Kwangtung and Kss'angsi. Introduced into Mauritius, Florida 
(meria) [in 1961] and New South Wales (Jocosus). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1120. 

BREEDING. Seoson, early March to late September, chiefly April to June. 
Breeding biology' as in 1 120. EggSy almost im’ariably 3 ; may be separated 
from those of cafer by the uniformily of markings, consisting of numerous 
spots, specks and minute blotches scattered profusely all over as compared 
with the large, irregular blotches of the other. A%'criigc size of 200 eggs 
(including those of monticola) 22*2 x 16*2 mm (Baker). Incubation period 
e. 12 days. 

Museum D’ACSOSb. See Key to the Subspeeies. ' 


measurements 


ti'd' 

99 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

sTail 


(from skull) 



80-88 

17-19 

18-20 

75-84 mm 

78-84 

16-19 

18-20 

72-79 mm 




(Hi\) 

CARE PARTS. 

As in 1120. 




80 PYCNONOTIDAE 

1121a Ajisam RedwUakered Bnlbol. PjmomtusJmm mimlicola 
(McClelland) 

mmimh McCldland, 1840, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, pt. 7: 160 
(* Kasla mountains/ Assam) 

' Balcw, FBI No. 410 (part), Vol. 1 1 394 
MAMIS Dco-bulip-saja^-bi (Cachari)', /nnn.6ilK6-«i^ia (Kaclut Naga)i 
(Sy)hzx)i (Manipur, aU bulbub); DM (Dafla)! (Nag.): 

Jnnre (Mishmi) t JSilbo (Abor). \ 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul ± ; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

Indochina (Deignan). ^^20. Flocks of over 100. 

March to July, chiefly May and June. A-«(, as in 
Iirff^^!"3, rarely 4; for description and s.re sec under nnrna. 

Museus. D.ACSOS.S. Sre Key to Ac Suites. 
meaSuremekts. Wing d’tj’ ® ^ 

Weight 4 o'er 3(M2: 4 9 9 30-36 g (SDR, DB). 


1 122 Andaman Kedwhiskered BnlbnL Pjcntmalus jocomi whUUm 
Deignan 

PnnoMtwjwuo xdiisUm Ddgnan, 1948, Jour. Washington Acad. Sci., 38: 280 
‘ (Qnque 1., Andaman Ii.) 

Not in Baker, FBI 


local MASttS. None recorded. 

size. Smaller than myna; length r. 20 cm (8 in.). 

HEUJ aiAKACTERS. As in 1 120, q.v. .eta 

rTATOS, DisTRiBtmox and itABtrAT. Common resident in South and 
Middle Andaman islands. Introduced into the Nicobars from Port ^air; 
now found on Trinkat and Camorta, probably also Nancowry. Affects 


ten country and towais. 

CE.VEBAE KAJtrrs. Thosc of the species. ' Especially common at Port 
lair where it frequendy enten the houtes taking the place of the common 
arrow ’ (Osmaston, IM6,JBNHS 17: ISO). - 

EREEDDiO. Stason, March to May. Nesting as in 1120. Etft, 2 or 3, bbe 

lojcofrmma. ' - - - 

Muszeu Diaomosis. See Key to the Subspttles; barely dulrnguehaUe bom 
im'a ofOrisaa but ear-tuft and cral shorter, bill heavier. 
iniAsuitzstE.’as and colours or bare farts. As in 1120. 
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A 

B 

1 

2 


- BULBULS 

Pycnonotus leucooenys (Gray) 
Key to the Sobspedes 

Crest UcUng, top othead black 

Crest present 

Crest moderate, brovmish black; back dull olive-brown 
Crest long, brown; back greenish olivc-btown 


81 


Page 

. . .P. L U&otis 81 

. . . .P, /. fcrrni 83 

.P. /. laagays 83 


1 123. White-eared BaHraL Pjenonobu Itungcnys Uucotis (Gould) 

Jxos Uacetis Gould, 1836, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 6 (Karachi, Sind) 

Baker, FBI No. 406, Vol. 1: 390 
Plate 72' fig. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. KushorJrQ (Punjab); Bhooroo (Sind); Jog^ (Kutch); Kaitarii 
bitHuJ (Gujarati). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A grcy-bro\s*n bird v-ith crestless black head, black 
throat and a large Vr-hitc che^-patch; under tail-coverts ycUo^v, tail dark 



brovm tipped >vhite. Distinguished from the Redvented Bulbul by the 
white ch^-palchcs, white underparts and yellow vent. Sexes alike. 

status, DtsTRiBuno?? and habitat. Common and ^videsp^cad resident, 
subject to some local movements. "West Pakistan in Baluchistan (Makran 
coast and inland up to 1800 m in the HUs), Sind and West Punjab where 


82 


PYCNONOTIDAE 


Pycnonotin feucogenys 



I hsmii (1124). 


Immgays (1125). /raro/w (1123}. 


it intergrades with Aamii, cast to Rajasthan, East Punjab, Uttar Pradesh 
and northern Madhya Pradesh, south to Gujarat (including Kutch and 
Saurashtra), and northern Alaharashtra (Bombay) where it has apparently 
spread in the last 40 years. Affects scrai-dcscrt 
tracts, scrub, urban gardens, culti^’ated areas 
and coasta.1 mangrot'cs. Spreads -with the 
extension of gardens and groves; when found 
side by side \dth the Redvented Bulbul its 
preference for semi-desert fades is notice- 
able; dosely ^odated with Ceppans and 
Salcadora, 

ExtralimilaL Southern Afghanistan and southern Iran ; the spcdcs ranges 
to Iraq and Saudi Arabia, 

CEN’ERAL HABITS. As in Irjcogmjfs (1 125). 

FOOD. Berries (especially X^eppans and •S'e/radore), caterpillars, ants and 
other insects; flower-nectar. 

VOICE and calls. As in leucogaiys^ 

BREEDDto. Season^ March to S^tember; may be influenced by rainialJ 
and consequent supply of food. Nesting, as in ikicogenjs. Eggs, normally 3, 
sometimes 2 or 4, not so well and darkly marked as those of the ^Vhitc- 
checked Bulbul (1125). Averse size of 100 eggs 21-6 X 15 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspedes; differs from Uucogays also by the 
lack of supcrdliary streak, greyish brown (r. earth-brown) back, la^e white chcek- 
pattdi and deeper chrome-ydlow under tail-coverts; complete postnuptial moult r. 
September, 



X r. 1 


U£A5ttR£llBNT3 

Wing 

BULBULS 

BOI 

Tama 

Tail 


81-91 

(firom slniB) 

15-18 

21-22 

66-84 mm 

99 

80-88 

14-16 

20-23 

73-80 mm 


\Vdght 10 (? 9 18-28 (av. 23) g — SA 
COLOURS or Bare parts. Iris brown. BM black. L^ and feet bluish grey. 


1124. Hnm^s Whxte-^ared BalbaL .PjVTWco/iij leucogerys hundi (Oates) 

Molpcstes hsmi Onto, 1889, Fauna BriL Ind., Bds. 1 : 274 (JaHlpoor, Punjab) 
Baker, FBI No. 407, VoL 1 : 391 


LOCAL NAVEE. Kushondra (Punjab). 

SIZE. Redveated Bulbul ±; length c. 20 cm (8 in,). 
f iel d characters. As in 1 125 but crest shorter. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Com- 
mon resident sulyect to local movements. 
Eastern Afghanistan (Jalalabad), the Pesha- 
>var Valley, \Vcst Pimjab to Ra^s•aIpindi and 
Jhclum, south to the hfian\%’ali district and 
the southern foot of the Salt Range. Affects 
scrub jungle and gardens, absent only from 
the barest tracts. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As 

in 1125. 

BREmmo. Siasm, April to August. Nestii^ as in 1125. Eggs, normally 3, 
somedmea 2 or 4, s imil a r to those of Uucagnrgs. 

Mcsecu Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies; very variable as it is an inter- 
mediate population showing all iniergrading forms between laaogtr^s and UtxoHs. 
CC Riple}-, S. D., Pcstilla, No. 35, 1958. 

'^tASUREMENTS and COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As m IfOCOgrys. 



X C. 1 


1125. Wlute^eeked BulbnL PycncT:abis Uncogrys Uucegans (Gray) 

Bre:}^ Useegv^ Gray, 1835, in Hardwicke’s HL ZooL 2, pL 35, fig. 3 {Himalaya 
fcad in Kashmir, ride Bb/th, 1845, Jour. Ariat. Soc. Bengal, 14: 567, restricted to 
Kashnur by Vaurie, 1958, Amer, Mus. NoviL, No. 1869 l 19) 

Afsl^cjlis Irjcogcf^s ficn Kodi, 1954, Contrib. InsL Regional Exploration, No- 1: 
1 1 (Taghman, Afghanatanl 
Baker, FBI No. 405. Vol. 1 : ^ 

Plate 72, fig. 12 

Local names (Kashnnr) ; Ponju (CSiamba) ; ^festglio^isr or 

ker (Lepcha); JsrSi (Nepali, all bolbuh); Kaxdghsrz, PehSn bulhul (Bengal). 

SCE. Redvented Bulbul i; length c, 20 an (8 in-). 


84 PYCNONOTIDAE 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Sprightly carth-brown bulbul with a for\s*ardIy 
curving pointed crest, short thin supcrcUiary stripe, white check-patches, 
black throat, yello^v under tail-coverts and Ts'lutc t^-tip. Sexes 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. CommoE resident subject to some 
local mo\'cments. The Himalayan foothills from Chitral (reaching northeast 
A fghanistan in the Kunar river \’alley) to Kashmir, East Punjab hills, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh hills, Nepal (entering the T^ang tar ig 
Valley up to 2400 m), S ikkim , Bhutan and NEFA as far as the Dll^g 
river; firom c. 300 m commonly up to r. 2100 m, occasionally 2400 m iri the 
western, drier part of its range [west of central Nepal where it has been 
recorded at 2400 m in December (Fleming)]; there appears to be some 
upward movement after the breeding season; not found above 1800 m 
east of Nepal where it is restricted to the drier valleys. Affects open scrub 
jungle and HUsidcs dotted with svild raspberry and Bnberis bushes, se- 
condary growth, hedgerows, culds’atiou and environs of towns and villaga. 

GENERAL HABTis. UsualJy in pairs or small parties, occasionally in 
flocks in winter. A very familiar bird in Kashmir where it enters houses, 
house-boats and verandas, cs'cn stealing scraps from the table. Particularly 
tame and confidii^ in Tsintcr when scarcity of natural food increases its 
dependence on man. Crest always jauntily curved forward o'er the beak; 
tail and ^vings incessantly flicked as it moves restlessly about; continually 
bows and postures on top of bushes, uttering its chc^ul rollicking notes. 
Often descends to the ground for food, somedmes catches insects on the 
wing. Display similar to that otP.jocosus and P, cefer, qq.v.; for more details 
sec Pevo 2 : 26-36. 

FOOD. Fruit, berries — Bnberis, Ruhus, Lenlarjx, ^zyphus and ‘ boquain * 
or Necm {Melia) are amongst die most frvoured. Nectar, seeds and insects 
(ants, grubs, beetles) also taken. Is apt to do some damage in gardens to 
buds, fruit and g reen peas. 

VOICE and calls. Similar in pattern and variadons to the Redvented 
and Redwhiskexed bulbuls*. Song, three or four mdodious phrases in an 
endless varict)* of comblnadons ; two phrases commonly heaxd arc Ua Jhr 
bco and icke me tcilkjmt (B. T. Phillips). Agonisde notes: pit-pU, pil-h and 
chattoing pU-pit-it-it-it or pititiiiiit (Short). Some notes confusable at a 
distance with Aosc of the bee-eater Mereps apiaster, 

BREEDING. Sessoz, March to June; a few nests arc found as late as 
August; at least tw*© broods a^cc reared. Pusf, a cup of grass-stems and 
fibres lined with rootlets and finer graises of the same colour; variable in 
bulk and depth; placed in low bushes from 30 cm to about 3 metres from 
the ground, sometimes in low branches of trees, pollarded willows, garden 
Creepers, or tucked into the thatch of a dwcllmg, often inside a room; on 
the whole well concealed but somedmes with no attempt at concealment. 
Eggs, usually 3, somedmes 2 and often 4, occasionally 5 (Bates), pinkish 
white, thickly speckled, streaked or blotched whh \-arious shades of red, 
with dny spots and clouds of underling pale inky purple. Average size 
of 33 eggs 22*8 X 16*7 mm (Osmaston). Laid at 24-hour intervals; 
incubation period c. 1 2 da^a. 

Mcseum Diacsoss. See Key to the Subspedo. For doaipdoa of hybrids 
Uaefgeyt X esfer see the Utter speda (1 126, Museum DUgaoris). 
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Wing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarjxis 

Tail 

eft? 

85-94 

19-21 

i:.22 

81-90 mm 

99 

82-86 

18-19 

— 

80-86 mm 


(BB, Schafer, SA) 

Weight 5 c? 9 34-38 g (SA). 

cmxnnts OF bars farts. Iris dark brown. B31, legs, feet and claws black; soles 
grey to white (BB), 

PvcNONOTUS CAFER (Linnacus) 

Bley to the Snbspe^es 

Page 

I Black of crown sharply defined and not esetendmg to the hindneck 

1 . Back dark brown, feathers with narrow pale edges. .P. e.AdemerrAottmr 89 

2 Back darker, more blackish on nape P.e. cajer 87 

3 Darker than precedii^, less white on abdomen P^e.wttmorn 90 

4 Back paler brown, feathers with broad pale edges P.e. humeyuni 86 

TI Black of crown extending into hindneck and back and not sharply 


defined from brown of latter 
5 Black extending lar on to back and breast 

a Feathers of back with broad pale edges P. c. stanfofdi 91 

b Feathers of back with narrow pale edges P,e. bengalaisis 90 


6 Black extending only to hindneck and shading into brown on breast / 

P. c, mUmedius 85 

1 126. Punjab Redvented Bolbnl. Pycnonotus eaftr inUrmedius Blyth 

Pyenonotsis intemedius Blytb, 1846, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal, 15: 50 
(Upper Provinces = Murree) 

Baker, FBI No. 404, Vol. 1 : 389 

lOCAi. KAUB. K&la painju (Chaml»). 

SIZE. Myna length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1128, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTioK and HABITAT. Ctommon resident. The submontane 
region from N.W.F.P., southern Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and northern 
Uttar Pradesh as far ^ Kumaon, from the plains to c. 1500 m, occasionally 
higher. Intergrades with humayunt along the Salt Range foothills, and with 
bengaUnsis in Kumaon. Affects cultivation, open bush-clad hilisidcs, wooded 
ravines and cut-over scrub. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in cafeT (1128). 

BREEOiNO. Season^ overall March to July, mainly May and June. Nesting 
as in cqfer. Eggs^ 3 or 4, rarely 5, similar to those of cqfer. Average size of 
40 eggs 22-2 X 16*3 mm (Baker), 

Museum Diagkosq. See Key to the Subspecies. P. Uucogenys and P. cafer often 
hybridize in the \rild; the hybrid is rather lighter in colour than caftf^ abdomen 
dirty white and flanks grey; ear-coverts a pale washed-out brown; under tail- 
coverts yelIo^vish orange shading into washed crimson at the dps. In Kohat It Is 


86 PYCNONOTIDAE 

Pycnonotuf co/Vr 



intemt&us (iig6). humaywii f na?!- (ttfir (iiaS). 

^^A flemgrrApamf (1129) intmorti (1130). bengaUnsis (1131). 


stanfordi ( 1 1 32). 

known as AVrmrAi (half-breed). For details on hybridization, see /Atr, 101: 177-82, 
1959. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing . 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

tfe?’ 

100-110 

19-22 

23-26 

93-103 nun 

9 9 

90-102 

18-20 

22-25 

84-96 mra 
(HW) 

COLOUKS 

OF BARE FARTS. 

A in bengaUnsis. 

, 



1 127. Central Ipdian Redvented BolbnL Pycnonotus cqfer humqpmi 
Deignan 

Pycnonotus cafer humayunt Deignan, 1951, Auk 68: 1 10 (Deesa) 

Molpasles kamorrhous pallidus Baker, 1917, Bull. Brit Om. Cl. 38:' 15 (Decta), 
nec Pycnonotui U^ardi pallidus (Roberts), 1912 
Baker. FBI No. 399, Vol. 1 : 385 

LOCAL NASiES. Bulbtil, KSlS bulbul, BulbuU (Hindi); Thdr bSlhulf Tonkt buIbSlf 
Guldum (Urdu); Bhilbhil (Kutch); Peetrolyo (BhU). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1 128, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. From the Indus 
Valley and West Punjab cast to and along the Jumna river to eastern 


BULBULS 87 

Madhya Pradesh and south to a line running from Jagdalpur (southeast 
M.P.) to Bombay; intcr^radcs with intermedius and bengaUnsis in the north 
and cafer in the south. Affects cultivation, gardens, thorn, acacia and Lcn- 
tana scrub, and lightly wooded areas. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in cqfcT (1128). 

BREEDiNO, Seastmt overall February to October, mostly during the 
monsoon. JVrjf, as in cafer. Eggs^ 3 or 4, occasionally 2, similar to those of 
cafer. Average size of 60 eggs 21*9 X 16*2 mm (Baker), 

Museum Dzagnoss. See Key to the Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

92-101 19-21 22-25 79-95 mm' 

9 9 87-95 17-19 21-23 78-89 mm 

(HW) 

Weight 3 o’ o’ 36-41 ; 1 9 29 g (BB). 10 o’ 9 26-38 (av. 32) g — SA 

colours op dare PART3. A la cafer. 

1 1 28. Redvented Bolbnl. Pycnonotus cafer cafer (Linnaeus) 

Tuedus cafer Linnaeus, 1 766, Syxt. Nat., cd. 12, 1: 295 (Cape of Good Hope 
Pondich^ry fde Stresemann, 1952, Ibis 9i: 515, 5|Z0) 

H.iaematorrds) pusitlus Blyth, 1841, Jour. Aiat. Soc, Bengal 10; 841 
(CSun^eput, Madras) 

Pycnonotus cafer vicinus Ripley, 19^, Spolia Zeylanica 24; 288 (Mysore) 

Baker, FBI No. 400 (part), Vol. 1: 385 
Plate 72, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Bulbul, Guldum (Hindi); Ptglifiilta (Tdugu); Kenda-lati, Koitdai 
kuruvi (Tamil) ; A'allu bulbul (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A pcrky carth-bfown bird with slightly tufted 
black head, black throat and scdlc-like markings on back and breast. White 
rump, scarlet vent and white-tipped blackish tail, particularly conspicuous 
in flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DCTRiBUTiON and HABtTAT. Common resident. Tlie southern 
Indian peninsula north to the Godavari river in the cast and to e. I8*N. 
lat. in Maharashtra in the west; plains and hills normally up to e. 1500 ra, 
following human settlements and cultiNTition. Affects light scrub, gaidcns, 
secondary jungle and light deciduous forest Almost entirely restricted to 
dedduous biotope; where c\'crgrccn and deciduous patches occur, it is 
confined to the latter while the former arc occupied by P.jocosus. 

GENERAL HABITS. On the wholc very similar to those of Redw'hlskcrcd 
Bulbul (1120), q.v. A sprightly and rather noisy, familiar bird, usually 
seen in pairs, but often in small parties in the non-breeding season, and 
large congreg a tions at fruiting Ficus trees or in Lantana patches. Arboreal 
but occasionally descends to the ground to pick up bbek ants and winged 
termites emerging from their tmderground retreats, or launches out for 
firing insects from a bush-top, sprinpng up a metre or two vertically and 
tumbling back to the perch. Flight quick and strong though seldom sustained 
for any distance. 


8 PYCNONOTIDAE 

Outlay. The male spreads out his wings above hU head and slowly 
lutters them up, and doivn while the toil is spread out and at the same 
ime depressed (Dharmakumarsinhji). When cbaliengmg a nwl, uttm 
lefiant calls, drops bunch of crimson under toil-covcrts to stand out laterally, 
.ointing do™ and badcssard. Both combatants ^ume 
Xre doming to grips. See also 1120 and 1129 (General Habtts), and 

and berries (of LomntAur, Lmlapa, 
lalaaiara and others), flower nectar (of Erylhnna, Cappm, 

■ardia, Ltraalhua, etc.). May be locally destruc^ m f 

,r peas, but is an efficient poUinating and sced-dnset^Ung agcnL Mo 

ccXgely on insects including many 

Stes etc.) and dcfoliatois, thus further redeemmg the <Wge. 

^b^“rfc"or^"ed*!’:ffiSed“red^ffi“ra5^“d»yo'^ 

'’:"d fo'Seehed Bulbul’s Che,^ ^U-notes 

may be rendered as Bt 

,th« birds. Distino ‘ dialects ’ are disecimb e, c.g. between northern and 
wfov2S Feb^ to November; 

.sir- similar to that oCP.jtcom, but can be recogmred with a httle practice, 
’laiid in shrubs, hedges, stunted date-palrra, on slendw 
It the end of a pollarded branch, or sometimes inside builffings, f 

L» hnVhts betwwi one and nine metres, most often under 3, cxc^UonJly 
ID tolfl metres; usually higher tlum that of P.jtxonu. Ew, 2 « 
vWte, more or less profusely blotched with purp^h brosTO or claret. AvOT^ 
i« of 100 eggs,2I -1 X 15-5 mm (Baker). Eggs laid m the 
'4-hour iat^als. Incubationstorts with first egg, thus 

sires of nestlings. Incubation peri^ r. 14 ibys. 
hares in building, incubation and tendii^ youn^ Two or ^ br^ 

)Ureo from temsTwri, in b-rnis darker svith - J. te^teon 

aishdy smaUer; arteirri ( - laweto) is cv6i darlre, vnlh less whito M 
vS mhspccies nwge into one another gr^ually and .poomem are ofr« 
ifficult to assign unless in freshly moulted comparable sen» n e_,v_ 

^ frTrempIete autumn moult; Tring moult incluto ^red 

i^head mid nedu but appears to be very irregular « that the plusnari 




HANDBOOK VOLUME 6: 89-92 


415 


BULBULS 


89 90 
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has a Tcry patchy appearance as the older feathers qiackly lade to a dull brown 
whilst thar pale edges wear down. Pos^uvcaal moiilt includes wings and tail but 
is similarly patchy and intgular. 


SOASUSLESCENTS 



■Wmg 

Bni 

(from skuH) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(ft? 

90-99 

19-21 

21-23 

74-89 mm 

99 

85-98 

19-21 

19-22 

74-83 mm 


(HW, SA) 

Wd^t 10 (J'9*28-«) (av. 3M)g — SA. 

oorotiss OF BASE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill blade; mouth, a mix t uf e of 
grey, yellow and pink. Lcgi and feet brownish black. 

UISCELI.AKCOUS. Before the law prohibiting animal fi^ts came into 
force, these bulbuls were trained for fighting in some pro^’inccs. They were 
fed a special diet to produce extra courage and pugnadty. The t^va adver- 
saries were placed laong each other on T-shaped perches, at a distance 
calculated to allow the most powerful blows. The birds were tethered by a 
cord fastened to a soft string round the body [piti or * braces’], ‘ this &ct 
transforming the fight to a duel ** to the fimsh ”, In the meantime the 
spectators placed heavy bets ’ (G. Babault). Notwithstanding the ban, 
bulbul fighting sfiU continues as a popular rural sport at fairs and 
on high days and holiday's in some parts of the country. Considerable sums 
change hands over the mains, and champion birds fetch high prices. 

1129. Ceylon Redvented BnIbnL Pjcnonobis cefer haemonhousus (GmcHn) 
Muidi&pc kogmenhoma Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat,, 1, pt. 2: 941 (Ceylon) 

Baker. FBI No. 398, VoL 1 : 383 

XjOCAi. kasces. Konde kvrxilla ( = top-knot biidj, Kend^ (Sinhala) ; Kmdi kiiniei 
(Tamil}-. 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c, 20 cm (8 in.). ' 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As iu 1128, q.V. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoH and HABITAT. Common resident. Ceylon, in the 
low country and hills up to at least 1800 m, in all zones except heavy forest. 

GENERAL HABJTS. As in CafcT (1128). 

Display?: ‘ the male fiufis out his plumage and spreads the vermilion under 
tril-co\Trts btcrally; the female reacts by depressing her crest, lowering 
head, wings and tail and performing curious side-to-side motions vHth 
her beak while she utters inane chhps and quivers her svings ’ (Henry). 

FOOD. As in cefer* 

VOICE and calls. As in cafer. Henry describes the notes as suggesting 
the words ginger beer and exccct potatoes\ scolding-note, a loud in^gnant 
chatter; alarm-note, a loud shriek; a sweet low subsong is commonly 
uttered during the ^emoon. 

BREEDING. Scoson, tixTOUghout the year but chiefly March and May 
and again in August-September. Breeding biology as in cafer. Eggs 2 or 3, 
sinular to those of cafer\ for detailed descriptions of ^gs and nesting see 
\V, W. A. Phillips, Cryion Jovr. of Sn., 21 : 243-6. According to this author 
(loc dt), birds from the cooler zone in the hills would appear to lay three 
eggs more often than two, the opposite bang true for the lowlands birds; 


a parallel is foxmd on the subcontinent where birds from the Himalayas 
lay larger clutches than those from the south. * 

Museum Diackoss. See Key to the Subspedcs and tmder 1128. 


MEASUREMENTS 

^\mg 

7 d'd' 93-94 

2 99 91 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, 


Bill Tarsus 

(from skull). 

20-21 21-22 

20 21,22 

As in cafer. 


Tan 

77-80 mm 
74, 76 mm 
(HIV) 


1130. Orissa Redvented BnlboL Pjcmnolus cafer loetmorei Dcignan 
P^emotas cafer tettrnorei nom. nov. Deignan, 1960, in Peters, J. In, Check-list of 
Birds of the World, Vol. 9: 236 

w/iTrcfurtfto\VhistIer& Kinnear, 1932, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 35: 
754 (Anantagiri, "Vlshakhapatnam Dist-). Not SuIgidoeicMa laiirosiris 
saturela Mcams, 1914 

Baker. FBI Nos. 393 and 403 (part), VoL 1 : 383, 387 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Myna length e. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1128, q.V. 

STATUS, DisTRiBxmoN and HABITAT, Common resident. Orissa and 
northeastern Andhra Pradesh south to the Godavari river. Affects culti- 
v'ation, scrub, gardens and villages. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in cofer (1128). 

BREEDING, Seosofi, April to July and probably later, /^es^ and eggs as in 
cafer. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspedcs; a race intermediate between 
bengelensisy fanmryad and cefer. 

MEASUREMENTS 

BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

5 89-99 18-19 21-22 79-89 mm 

3 9 9 84-93 17-18 22 75-83 mm 

(HW) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in eafcT. 

1131. Bengal Red\*ented BnSroL Pjcnonotits cafer bengalensis Blydx 
Pjenonatus bengalensis Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 14: 566 (Bengal) 

Ixos Pjgaeus * Hodgs. *= Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av., 1 : 265 
{ex Him.* Assam, Bengal) 

Pjawnotas eafer prtmrtun Ddgnan, 1949, Jour. Washington Acad. Sd., 39 ; 278 
(Surma Tea Estate Sylhet)' 

Molpastes cafer ejer Kodz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:11 
(Mavbphlang, Khasi Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 403. Vol. 1 : 387 
Plate 72, &g. 10 

LOCAL NAMES, Kslo bSlbSl (Bcugal); MancUpk’Pko (Lepcha); PaUom (Bhutan); 
Suli betom {V^&a); Bulbul sSrai (Assam); Deo bdip (Cachari); Inm btdip (Naga). 

> Series of specimens Grom Assam, Bengal, and Nepal show too much variation in the ear- 
coverts to support thb proposed form. 
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SIZE. Myna — ; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in cq/er (1128). 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Common resident; from Kumaon 
and the plains of Uttar Pradesh east through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Bihar, 
\Vcst Bengal, East PaHstan, Assam and NEFA. Intergrades with interTTudius 
in Kumaon, himqpini in southern U.P., wetmorei in northern Orissa and 
stajfordi in the hi lls of extreme eastern Assam. Generally reaches an altitude 
of c. 1800 m. Affects culdvatioii, gardens, scrub, secondary grotvth and 
forest edges- 

Extralimlal. Introduced into the Fiji Islands. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As ui cafcT. Among thn stomach 
contents analy*sed at Pusa (Bihar) the folio wing have been identified: 

beetles hijUocems (chiefly species hlandm, discolor and maadosus), ants Cam~ 
ponotus campressusy and other Coleoptera and Hymenoptcra (Mason be 
Lefroy, 1912). 

BREEDING. SeosoTiy April to August. Nesting as in cafer. EggSy usually 3, 
similar to those of the nominate race but often more richly coloured. Average 
size of 100 ^gs 22*9 X 16*9 mm (Baker). 

McitUM Diagn osi s. See Key to the Subspedcs. 

measurements 

BUI Tarsus TaU 

(from skull) 

d'd’ 96-107 21-23 24-25 90-103 mm 

9 9 89-102 19-22 24-25 85-95 mm 

(Hand & Fleming, BB, H4V, SA) 

Wdghl 2 o'O' 44, 45; 2 9 9 41, 42 g (BB). 

CO L OURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. L^s, feet and claws very dark homy 
to black; soles white. 


1132. Btxrmese Redvented BnlboL Pjawnotus cafer stanfardi Ddgnan 

cfer stssferdi Ddgnan, 1949, Jour. Washington Acad. Set., 39 : 277 
(Taro or Dalu, upper Qundwin DisL, Burma) 

Pyansnstss bxreusscas Sharpe, 1831, Ca t. Bds, Brit. Mus-, 6: 125 (* Burmese countries, 
ranging firom Cirh.Tr into Pegu * «= Composite and hybrid population from north- 
east Burma, vide Ddgnan, 1949, op. dL) 

Baker, FBI No. 400, VoL 1 : 385 


Locu. NAMES. Nonc recorded in the territory. 
azE. Myna — ; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 
nriD characters. As in c<j/?r (1128). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Reidcnt in extreme eastern NEFA 
and Assam, grading into bengclmsis in the Mishmi Hills (SDR), Palkai 
Range, eastern Manipur and Quttagong. Affects same biotope as bengalensis. 

Extrelirdtal. Northern Burma south to Rangoon and western Yunnan. 
Replaced in China and the Indochinese subr^on fay the closely related 
P. emgesier. 


GENERAL HAsm, FOOD and VOICE. As in cafer. 

BREEDING. Scosony April to August. Nesting as in cafer. Eggs, as in cafer 
but often more richly coloured. Average size of 200 ^gs 22*6 X 16*2 mm 
(Baker). 

MusEtm Diagnosis, See Key to the Subspedcs. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOUKS OF BARE PARTS. As in bengolensis. 

Wdght !c? 47 g (SDR). 

Pycnonotus yiRiATUs (Blyth) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Blackish shading on breast-feathers heavier and carried farther 

down on abdomen P. s. ereta 

Blackish shading on breast-feathers lighter and not carried as far 
down on abdomen P. s. siriaba 


1133. Striated Green BnlbuL P^cnonolas striaius siriahis (Blyth) 

Trichpharus sinaias Blyth, 1842. Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 1 1 : 184 (Daijcelmg) 
Baker, FBI No. 397, Vol. 1 : 379 
' Plate 73, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. SenvnpUk’Pha (Lepcha); Qdddert (Bhutan). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A CTCstcd oUv’c-gTccn bulbul With ycUow-stTcakcd 

underparts. Aboze, oHve-grecn with 
fine white streaks; an upstanding 
brownish olh’c crest; wings and 
tail largely olhrc and brown, the 
latter yellowish on the underside 
and tipped with pale yellow on 
outer re c t ri ces; lores yellow, a pale 
yellow rim aroxmd the eye. BehrXy 
throat yellow with dark stipples; 
breast dark grey becoming olive on 
belly, heavily striped with pale 
yellow; tmder tail-covcrts yellow*. 
Sexo alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT, Resident with some downward 
movement in the cold season; fairly common but locally distributed, from 
centra] Nepal (Chandmgiri sind Godaveri) cast to Sikldm, Bhutan, I^FA 
as far as the Abor Hills, and Assam in the Khasi, Cachar and Manipur 
hills, from c. 1200 to 2400 m (recorded at 3000 ta in the Cbtimbi VaEcy}, 
moving down to the fooduHs in winter. Affects evergreen jungle, oak and 
rhododendron forest; prefers tree jungle and bushes, but not too dense or 
too high. 

Extralirstal. Ranges into western Burma; the sp edes is found in the 
hills of the Indodunese subregion. 
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PYCNONOTIDAE 


OENEK^ HABrrs. Found in flocks of 6-15 in non-breeding season 
on Irat-bearing forest trees and shrubs, the birds ‘ flotring ’ from one to 
anotlicr in loose foUow-my-lcadcr style* 

FOOD. Chiefly berries, but also insects -which are sometimes taken on 
the wing. 

voitm and Cj^. Typical bulbul call-notes but easily distinguished 
from those of P. jocosus or P. cajer. ‘ Calls; tyiwut rather sharp and given 
contumely ; a \o\iijyik .... pj*. Song: a party often keeps up a continual 
seno of fuU, clear, pleasant warbling notes, rather disjointed but even so 
of the warbhng type’ (Lister). Other notes rendered as ‘loud, meUow 
fto-ta, sometimes cArr-wAitte or chee-lu-U-li-li-iwu-oa quite distinctive from 
any other bulbul (Desiree Proud). ‘Short song of characteristic bulbul 
pttOT, a musical chioo {chick-koo) followed by weewecwuwuwte like nut- 
hatch s but nch^ (SA). Also a chattering as of Black Bulbul. 

BR^iNo. Little knosvn. Season, May and June. Msl, a fairly compact 
cup of ^gs, fOT roots and weed stems, lined srith very fine shreds of grass. 
Concealed rather low down in bushes or bamboo clumps. JSgos, 3. very 
pale Ihintly su^ed with brown at the large end, marked svith rather 

bold blots and smaU blotches of dark reddish brown and deep purple 
sattererf over the whole surface but more numerous and forming a ring 
at the large md; secondary markings of grey and neutral tint of similar 
(B^)*^ distribution. Average size of 12 eggs 22-05 x 16-3 mm 

MusEtm DuaMosQ. See diagnosis under P, j. arc/ur. 


U£ASUR£nEN*TS 


\Vmg 


o’ o’ 
9 9 


102-114 

98-107 


BUI 

(from skull) 
20^24 
19-22 


Tarsus 


Tan. 


21“25 98-^06 THTT) 

- 21-25 ' 97-103 TTiTT^ 

(BB, SDR, SA, Fl eming ) 

Weight 4 47-60; 699 45-59 g (BB, SA). 

COLOURS or BARE PARIS. Iris dccp fcd-brovm. BHl black- Legs and feet greenah 
brown or plumbeous brown. 

1 1 34 . Mishmi Striated Green BnlbnL Pjeemmotus sbiabss cretus Ripley 
Pjmonolus siriatus an:m Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington. 61:101 
(Brcyi, Mishmi Hills) 

.Baker, FBI No. 397 (part), VoL 1 : 379 

LOCAL NAitrs. None recorded. 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul ±; length 20 cm (8 in.). 

nELD CHARACTERS. As in jtnatuj (1 133). 

STATUS, DtsTOiBUnoN and HAsmAT. Resident. NEFA and eastern Assam 
in the Mishmi, Patkai and Naga hills and cxtralimitally in the adjacent areas 
of northern Burma, from 1500 to 2400 m, in deciduous and evergreen 
forest. " 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in slriotus, 

BREEDtNO. ■ Unrecorded; presumably as in 1133. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race by having darker more 
pronounced tips to the feathers of the crown as well as darker shading on the wet. 
of crcst-fcathers. White shafr-streaks on crown and back tend to be slightly narrower 
and margined on the back with darker olive-green. Blackish shading on tail more 
intense and heavier. Blackish shading on breast heavier and carried farther down on 
the abdomen. Bill fends to be larger. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

(from feathen) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

(?t? 

105-118 

18-21 

c. 20 

— mm 

9 9 

105-114 

18-20 

— 

e. 96 mm 
(SDR) 


Weight 4 d't? 52-58; 1.9 53 g (SDR) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in StriotUS. 


1 135. Yellowthroated Bnlbnl. Pyatonolus xantholamus (Jerdon) 
Broehypus xanlhotaemus Jordon, 1844, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci., 13: 122 
(Eastern Ghats weit of NcUorc) 

Baker, FBI No. 430, Vol. 1 : 415 , 

Plate 73, fig. 8 ' 

LOCAL NAME. XonJafodo fiisli (Telugu). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul i; length e, 20 cm (8 in.). 

FtELD CHARACTERS. A plain uncTcstcd grey and yellow bulbul with 
bright yellow crown, chin and throat. Thighs and under tail-coverts yellow; 
wings and tail brown, the latter tipped with pale yellow. Sexes alike. 
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STATOS, DBTRiBtmoN and habitat. Resident, imcommon and patchily 
dtstnbutcd. Orissa (?), southern Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Mysore 
tn the dry Chitaldrug and Bangalore districts. One old record in Kerala 
(Anamalai Hills) — Wm. Davison, 1886, Ibisi 146; from c. 600 to 1200 m. 
Afkets sparse thorn scrub jungle interspersed with some large trees among 
broken stony hillocks. (See map, p. 93.) 

GENERAL HABITS. Little faiowu. Very skulking, shy and restless; keeps 
m pairs to the upper parts of trees ’ (Roscoe Allen, JBNHS 18 : 905) 
Often associafed with Redvented Bulbuls. 

FOOD, Berries (stomachs examined contained drupes of P/iyllanlhus and 
SantaluTTi), Also insects. 

VOICE Md CALLS. ‘ Its peTcussivc notes when taking to wing are un- 
mistakably like those of P. luUolhs but higher pitched and somewhat softer; 
some of its other calls resemble those of the Redvented Bulbul with which 
It IS commonly found in association ’ (SA). ‘ A very pleasing note, louder 
and mellower than that of any other bulbul ’ (R. Allen). 

BRMDiNo. Season, May to July, Ifest, a shallow cup of coarse twigs 
bound together with cobwebs and lined with fine fibres. Of the few nests 
Imoivn, one was placed in a dwarf date palm {Phoenix humilis), another on 
the ^ound among dead leaves on a sloping hillside between tivo overarching 
° j l”' ^ Notched and marked with purple and brick 

red, the markings foiminga ring around the large end. Sizcc.21 X I7mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characten and Key to the Spedes. 

MEASUREMENTS 


96 


PYCNONOTIDAE 


Wins 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



89-92 

17 

20 

85-86 mm 

87 , 

17 

— 

65-86 mm 


3 (Jic-i 
2 9 9 

(SA, HW) 

COLOURS or RARE PARTS. Iris brown or orange-brown. Bill, legs and feet black. 

1 136. Yellow-eared BaJbtaL Pycnonolus penieillatus Blyth 

PraanobispmieiUobaBlph, 1851, Jour. Asian Soc. Bengal 20: 178 (Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 443, VoL 1 : 426 
Plate 75f fjg. 10 

LOC«. MAittS. Gela-gudtrj?a^ KOAs (Siahala) . 

SIZE. Rcd\'cnted Bulbul ± ; length r. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FtELD CHAStACTERS. AboiXy forchcad and crown brown, a white line 
extending from nostril lo over the eye, a 
yellow tuft projecting behind the eye ; cheeks 
brown and grey with a yellow spot; test of 
upperparts oU%’c-green. .B«foto,^’cUow except 
w'hite chin- The yellow tufts b^ind the cya 
make it unmistal^ble. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRUJimON and lIAnrTAT, 
Species peculiar to C3cylon. Resident, 
common in the higher central hills, above 
900 metra. Affects jungle, wooded ravines and well-wooded gardens. (See 
map.p 93.) 



GENERAL HABITS, Arborcal; keeps to lower trees and imdergrowth, 
usually in paii?, sometimes in small flocks, 

POOD. Berries and insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm, a low ar-err; call, a loud but sweet-toned 
whistle wheet wit wit^ usually uttered in flight (Henry). 

BREEDiNo. Season^ end of February to begi^ng of May and again from 
late July to early November; presumably double-brooded. more 

substantial than that of other C3eyIon bulbuls; made largely of moss with 
some leaf-mattcr, bits of dead grass and plant stems, and rootlets, lined with 
fine fern and rootlets, midribs of decayed leaves or fem stems, usually cither 
black or reddish brown. Exterior size, c. 12 cm in diameter by r. 7 *5 cm in 
height; diameter of cup c. 6 cm, depth e. 4 cm; favoured sites arc upright 
forks, collections of twigs or pollarded branches, three to four metres from 
the ground, among the denser foliage towards the top of tall shrubs or 
bushy saplings in or on the outskirts of dense forest; sometimes placed in 
bushes as low as one metre. Eggs, invariably 2, wlute with moderate-sized 
blotches, spots and specks of purple-brown and secondary marldngs of the 
same character, of deep inky grey, usually forming a zone around the large 
end (PhiJh'ps). Average size of 40 eggs 23*4 X 16*7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

UEAStmEUENTS 


6 d’d’ 
6 99 


^Ving 

BUI 

T«nua 

Tril 


(from tkuU) 



81-87 

17-19 

21-22 ■ 

78-81 mm 

76-81 

17-19 

21-22 

72-78 mm 


(H\V) 


-Weight 2 9 9 36, 37 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or HARE PARTI. Iris fcd. BIU black. Legs blackish blue. 

1137. Blyth’a BaRmL PjxnonotusJhvescens Jlavescens Blylh 

Py^nsnobu faveswts Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiau Soc. Bengal 14: 568 (Arakan) 
Xenthixux /taottemsfugev Koelz, 1 952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4 : 40 (Karong, Manipur) 
Baker, FBI No. 408, VoL 1 : 392 
PUte 73. fig. 9 

LOCAL NAME. Dctf bvUp'gvrmo (Cachari). 

SIZE. Redvent^ Bulbul length c, 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A father nondescript olive bulbul wih bright yellow 
under taiJ-coverts, greyish brown head with white lores and short super* 
dlium, the httcr characters diagnostic. Sexes ahke. 

STATUS, DisTRiDunoN and iiABrTAT. Resident; rather scarce but widely 
scattered; locally not uncommon. The hills of Asum south of the Brahma- 
putra, Nagaland, Mxmipur and East Pakistan in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts. Breeds between r. 900 and 2100 metra, dacending to 450 m in 
the cold weather. Affects trec-forat with ample undergrowth, scrub jungle, 
thick regrowth on abandoned cultivation, dense busha in pastura and 
cut-o\'cr scrub; inhabits much the same biotope as P. ntlerScUrus (IU5). 

Extrolimtelo , Watem Burma; the speda ranga cast to central Vietnam; 
also Borneo. 
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ProiOfwtiB Pareseens and P. /irttofaj 



Distributional ranges 

[P. f. f.atscmfiiti) }'///'//] P. I. latnlm (ii38).BBiP. I. hmla (1139). 


GENERAL HABITS. Rather shy; keeps to high trees or tall bushes, hunting 
about inside cover. Assembles in Socks of up to 30 indisriduals in cold 
weather. 

FOOD. Berries and insects. 

VOICE and calls. On the whole rather silent except when quarreling. 
Song, sss-eet, topical bulbul, of tss-o bold notes followed by a short trilling 
run; alarm, a harsh churring note like a laughing thrush’s (SDR). 

BREEniNG. StasoTi, April ,to July. A'icit, a shallow* cup of fem-roots, 
tendrils, tvrigs and dead leaves, strei^thened here and there with cobweb, 
and lined with floss'ering ends of grasses. Placed in upright forks or between 
two or more vertical twip, generally loss* down in hushes, rarely as high 
as three metres. The bird sneaks very quickly off the nest ssiien disturbed 
and does not remain in the vidniti*. Eggs, 2 or 3, one as often as the other, 
rarely 4, of Pjaanskts type: pale cream, wi'i the whole surface minutely 
and profusely speckled with primary markings of light reddish, and numerous 
•si^ndary fixckles of light grey. On the svhole they hate a strong tint of 
violet or lilac characteristic of the species. Average size of 150 eggs, 22-1 X 
16*4 mm (Baker). Both birds take part in incubation. 

JkIrszcM Diagnosis. See Key* to tho Species. 

Young (unauture) like adult but upperpam natier, under tail-coverts paler. 
Prinaary and tail characten present; pos ^u ve n al moult complete. 

imAsupjt«E.VTS. Wmg 85-B9, 9 9 82-87 tnm (Hcmrich). 

COLQUSS or BARE PARTS. Iris broviTv to rcd-brovm. Bill blade. Legs and feet dark 
reddish bro>\n to black. 


93 PYCNONOTIDAE 

PYCso^fOTUs LtrreoLus (Lesson) 

Key to the Suhspecies 

Larger and slightly paler, vang o' 9 f. 82-93 mm .... F. 7. /afreZor 
Smaller and sli^tly darker, ^-ing 9 r. 78-88 ram. .P. L isszdce 

1138. "WKtehrowed BnlfanL FjcncnoUis luUolas luUolus (Lesson) 

Hirmafsmr ZcirsZci Lesson, 1841, Rc\'. ZooL: 354 (Bombay) 

Baker, FBI No. 433 (part), VoL 1 : 417 
Plate 73, fig. 13 

lOCAi. KAUTS. Khsr iCBuI (Marathi); Feds (Tdugu); Meruit ksrJd ki^r&i 
(Tamil). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

nEiD C31ARACTERS. A sobcT-colourcd uncrested oH^*e bulbul with pale 
nnderparts and conspicuous. wHte forehead and superdlium. Sexes a fjlre^ 
A slight tuft noticeable when bird calling. 

sTATCs, DisTRiBimoN’ and HABITAT. Resident, commoner in the eastern 
side of the Peninsula than in the ^^*est svhere it is more locaL Peninsular 
India roughly soudi of 23®N. lat. — soudt of a line from Ahmedabad 
(Gujarat) through southern Madh^’a Pradesh to hGdnapur (\Vcst Bengal) 
— easternmost record c. Hooghly river cast of Burdwan (Law, JBNHS 38: 
620-1). In the Eastern Ghats up to c. 1200 m, but does not ascend the heavy- 
rainfall hills of Kerala and the \Vcstcm Ghats. Affects dry, open scrub 
country, grazing grounds wth scattered LcrJarui brakes, gardens, and 
euphorbia thickets near villages; avoids moist forest as well as extensive 
cultivation. Replaces the Y’cUowbrowed Bulbul (1143-4) in dr>' scrub 
jungle. (Sec map, p. 97.) 

C£^;EnAl. HABITS. Mostly in pairs; veiy sby and skulking, more often 
heard than seen as it seems to prefer dense thicltots. 

FOOD. Fruits and berries {^Zjphus, Loiter^ Mbrsisops, Strehbis and 
various figs) and flower-nectar {Eijihina^ Sdrzslicy etc.) ; also spiders ar>fl 
insects. 

VOICE and CAiis. Ver/ noisy. Song distinctive — a loud, ciqilosivc 
burst of pleasant, lively rattling (whistled) notes, frequently uttered from 
vdthin dense shrubbery'. Subsong recorded in sultry \s*eather in April, 
May and November — a quiet warble, mimicking songs of chloropsis, 
drongo, and other spedes (Neelakantan, JBNHS 52: 616). Alarm-note a 
subdued throaty chmr or hr-har^ 

BREEDING. SecMi, ovcTall January to November, mainly April to August, 
less well-defined and earlier in the south; probably double-brooded. Akxt, 
like that of P. jxosui but more loosely built; composed mostly of twigs 
bound together and fastened to supportiiig twigs wth some cobweb; hair, 
rootlets or other materials also somedmes scantily lined srith fine 

grass. Placed in thick bushes, as a rule under 1 *5 m, rarely as High as 4 m 
above the ground. invariably 2, similar to those of F. jocosiisi reddish 
white, dnckly speckled and blotched with reddish brossm, sometimes coales- 
cing into a zone at the large end. Average size of GO eggs 22*9 x 15*8 mm 
(Baker). 
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hlusztm XhACNosxs. See Key to the Species. Has 3 or 4 long filoolumes grOHing 
from nape. 

Young ( tmm ature), sisular to adult but upper plumage slightly duller and 
browner with less olh*c-greca tinge; supcr ci li um less distinct; car-co\’ttts uniform 
olive-brown; chin tinged wth yellow, breast dull brown similar to upperparts; 
rcctrices narrower and more pointed, Postjuvcaal moult includes whole body 
plu m a g e^ aH remiges except the three outer primario and thrir coverts and one 
or two of the longest inner secondaries, and central pair or two or three pairs of 
rcctrices, but not rest of taE. 

MEASUREMENTS 


'VraS 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tafl 


(£roni skull) 



82-93 

18-20 

22-24 

75-86 mm 

86-90 

18*20 

20-24 

74-82 tnm 


(HW, SA) 

Weight 10 C? 9 28-43 (av. 34*7) g — SA 

COLOURS or Bake parts. Iris reddish brown to blood red. BUI black; mouth 
ycllownh pink, p inkish grey or bright \-cIIow. Legs and feet dark plumbeous or slaty 
black (S.\). 
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Messmr Ducnoss. Slightly darker and smaller than but see remarks 

by H- \Vhi3Uer in SpeU^ Z'^Ur.ica 23, pts 3 and 4, p. 142. 

UEASUSEMENTS 



VTtng 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o’ o’ 

84-88 

19-20 

20-22 

73-81 mm 

9 9 

78-85 

18-20 

20-22 

70-75 rnm 


(HW) 

Weight 1 o' 34 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1138.' 


Genus Crinicer Tcniminck 

Criager Tcaaminck, 1 82 1 , FL CoL d’Ois., Iint. 1 5. Typ^ by monot^py, Crvsger 
berhabix Tcmmiack 

Distinguished from all other bulbuls bj' the presence of a long pointed crest and 
very long hairs or filopimnes springing firom the nape and hiadncck. Bill strong, 
about half the length of the head, culmca cur^*ed throughout. \Ving blunt, tail 
short and rounded, rufous in the Indian species. Tarsus short but very strong. 
Plumage s^ry soft- Female smaller than male. 


1139. Ceylon ^Viutebrowed BnlbtiL FjCTUTwruf fatrohty cindar 
\\Tustler fit Kinncar 

F7cs3w/ar Zc&vZcr iVTiistler &. Kinncar, 1932, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist- Soc. 35: 

759 (Tdlula, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 433 (part), VoL 1: 417 
■ ItxiAi. KAMZS. G(dL'-^-£-tu (Sinhala); KSho hmdJa (Tama). 

SizE. .Redvented Bulbul length, c. 20 cm (8 in,). 
field chaeacters. As in 1138, q.v. 

CTATus, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Racc pcculiaT to Ccj'Ion. Common 
resident in the entire low country-, and up to r. 1000 in, (see map, 
p. 97). Affects scrub jungle particularly -Lcnfann, bush countr}*, glades and 
clearings, and along roads and stream-beds in forest arras, cspcciall)' in 
Dty’ zone; one of tlie commonest and most ^ridcIy distributed birds 
in the Island. 

GENERAL HABns, FOOD and VOICE, As in 1138. 

fiwzDiNo. overall December to June, mainly March to May 

m December; an occasional nest may- be found during other months. 
A ert, a shallotv cup, -similar to that of the Redvented Bulbul, but ge n erally 
slightly larger; made of fine plant-, flower* or creeper stalks, grass-stems and 
rootlets, loos^y and irregularly put together, scantily lined with fine grass, 
w occasionally with rootlets or wing fern-stalls, quite red in colour ; some- 
tunes flimsy with the contents visible dirough the bottom. More or less 
suspended xn a small fork, or placed among a few tw%s or in an upright 
^Ich and frequently bound to the supports with cobvstb; sited in low 
bushes, usually l^twecn one and two metres from the grotmd. Eggi^ normally 
very similar to those of the Redvented Bulbul; coloration and sire ss 

iu 1138. 


1140. 3Vluterixroated BuIbuL Cnnigfr fiaeolzts ficztcbjs (Gould) 

TnfAr^Arrnr J^tslzs Gould, 1638, Proe. ZooL Soc. London ; 6 (N^jal, rifikKocIr, 
1954, Coatrib. InsL Regional Exploration, No. 1: 10) 

Crw^fT /.szrclss ziridslas Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Erploradoa, No. 1 ; 
10 (Sangau, Lushai Hills) 

Crvdger J^£zrotss esreoha Koelz, 1954, ibid. No. 1:10 (Kohima, Naga HHls) 
Baker, FBI No. 380. VoL I; 3S3 
Plate 73, fig- 16 

LOCAL NAVES. Kossp-fetchssp-phy (Lepcha); (Cachar). 

SIZE. Myna length c. 23 cm (9 iiu). 

FIELD caARACTERs. A large crested bulbuL Aheve^ olivc-grccn with 

rufous-brown wings and 
tail. Lores and sides of 
head grey; a w-hitish 
supcrcilium, but not al- 
wa^a conspicuous. Belczc, 
lemoa-\’cllow -with white 
chin and throat. Sexes 
alike. Perches with tail 
well fanned out. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident subject to \*ertical mo%-e* 
ments; common except in the westernmost part of its range. Central Nepal* 
cast through Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA, Assam south to Tripura, the hills of 
East Pakistan, Nagaland, Manipur, south to the Chin Hilli in Burma. Breeds 

* Baler and both Ust Gzrbwxl »3 the >ratsrn=a« Poinl cf lie rzrsgt. Tfce »nth«4<7 

fer this rcixrd is teknowa; the xpedes h*s not been rectresd west cf ctntnl NqwtL 
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at moderate elevatioxu, up to 1800 m, optimum zone 600 to 1200 m, descend- 
ing to the foothills, tcrai, duns and the plains of Assam in the cold weather. 
Entirely restricted to evergreen facies ; affects shrubby undergrowth in heavy 
forest, and secondary jungle. 

Extralimitcl. Extends to Arakan, central and northeastern Burma. C. f, 
bwrmankus is found in southeastern Burma and western Thailand. A member 
of the pallidus-hres^chracms species-group. 

GENERAL HABITS. A grcgarious bulbul, more like a laughing thrush in 
habits. Creeps and clambers about bushes in chattering parties of 6 to 15, 
the individuals ‘ flowing * one after another from patch to patch of dense 
jimgle; flight strong and direct. Feeds in bushes and tree canopy, but usually 
keeps within about three metres of the ground. 

FOOD. Berries and wild figs; also insects, at times taken on the wing. 

VOICE and calls. A noisy species. Has loud, harsh, nasal frog-like 
croaks kak-kSk or choke choke (SA); loud and clear teek^ da~te~eki do-te-ek 
(Fleming); other calls have been described as sharp, whip-like notes, or 
loud, sweet notes. 

BREEDING. ScosoTiy ovcrall April to July, chiefly May and June. JV«/, 
a heavily-built cup of dead leaves, fine roots and bamboo leaves fastened 
together with a few hair-like roots and stems of weeds and lined %vith dark 
fem-roots; the weed-stems are cleverly wound round the supporting twigs 
in and out of the other materials. Placed among masses of weeds, brambles 
and similar cover in a small bush or tangle of vines, usually within one 
metre- from the ground (exceptionally higher) often close to a stream. 
EggSj 3 or 4, rosy pink or carmine-pink, marked with broad scrawls, small 
and large irregular blotches of deep purple-red or reddish black, with similar 
secondary markings of brick-red, and faint spots of lavender and violet; 
markings occasionally form caps or rings at the broad end; among the most 
beautiful of all bulbul eggs. Average size of 60 eggs 26*9 X 1 8 *6 mm. 
Incubation takes 13 days; both birds take part in incubation and perhaps 
construction of nest (B^cr). Baker remarla that nestlings are apparently 
left untouched by leeches, however numerous. 

Museuu Diagnosis. See Key to the Species and Field Characters. 

Young (immature), upperparts and head brown; upper tail-coverts and wings 
more rufacent; underparts sufllised with brown; under tafl-coverts fulvous. Primary 
and tail characters present; pos^uvenal moult complete. 

UEASUREKENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

(from skuU) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

6'iS' 

I0I-107 

20-25 

19-24 

92-102 mm 

9 9 

98-105 

20-23 

25(1) 

88-93 mm 


(BB, SA, SDR) 

Weight 10 o'c' 38-54 (av. 48-3); 4 9 938-48 g— BB, SA 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bfown. Bill whidsh grey to greyish slate. Legs 
ydlowish white (one) to fleshy brown, yellowish brown or greyish brown (SA, 
SDR). 

Genus Hvpsipetes Vigors 

HjpdpeUs Vigors, 1831, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 43. Type, by monotypy, 
UjpsipeUs Ptermdes Vigon 
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hfiaoscelis Gray, 1840, List Gen. Bds.: 28. T^'pe, by subsequent dcsignatkm, 
Hjpdpetes cmauntis (Tcmmiack) 

/olrBb'th, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 286. Type, by monot>pj*, 
loU oUcceta Blyth =» I. vimeeju Blyth 

Bill slender, about as long as the head, culmen carinated. Tarsm vey ibort 
Feathers of cro\N-n often jointed and lengthened. Colour mofc uniform m 
Pjcnimotus. 

Key to the Spedet 


A Colour of back ashy grey 

1 A black cap, no yellow on wii^ ,'.H. modeioicmensis 109 

2 No black cap, a brge yello%v patch on wing M Jtstelus 100 

B Colour of back olive-green 

3 Throat heavily striped H, ned/llat£ 107 

4 Throat not striped 

a Underparts bright yellow H.irJwu I(M 

b Underparts not bright yellow 


i Under tril-covcrts very pale ydlow, concolorous with bdly. . . . 

H.nltchenoids 10 ) 

ii Under tail-covcrts tawny, not concolorous with belly 

H.riniucms 102 

1 141. Olive Bolbtxl. Hypsipeles viridescens cachorensis (Dcignan) 

Muroseelis viridescens eackarensis Ddgnan, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61 : S 
(* ChutJa Bhll *, Surma Valley and HUl Division, Cachar) 

Baker, FBI No. 420, Vol. 1 : 406 loU elivaeta viresems) 

PUte 73, &g.'l2 . 

LOCAL NAME. Doo-htdip^gurmo (Cachari). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul i; length c. 19 cm (7^ in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A plain-coIouTcd cTcstless bulbul. AbovCt olive, wth 
rufous-brown tail; belowy greyish ycUotv: brighter on belly, tawny on undCT 
tail-covcrts. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon resident. Manipur, 
Assam in Khasi Hills and Cachar, East Pakistan in Sylhet south to Chitta- 
gong district ; from the plains to c. 900 m. Affects wcU-tvooded ravines, 
dense and humid evergreen forest and regrowth on abandoned cultivation. 

Extraltmiial.^ The species ranges through Burma to the Shan States, 
central Tenasserim and southwestern Tliailand. A member of the ^ 
pingjius-charlotfae species-group. 

GENERAL HABITS, A bird of the canopy especially where trees arc 
festooned with climbers. Usually singly or in pairs and small parties; some- 
times large flocks of over a hundred individuals. Tends to be shy and is 
difficult to sec. 

FOOD. Berries; doubtless also insects. 

VOICE and calls. A nasal or creaking, constantly repeated chwao or 
Jer^weCt characteristic and arresting (Sroythies). Also a soft whistling note 
resembling that of Pjfcnonotiu Jinlajsoni of Burma (HW).. 
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BREEDINO. Seasorif the few nests known have been taken in May. A<rr/, 
a compact cup of the type of fy'cnorwlus cafer (1 128) but more bulky; chief 
materials are long tough strips of bark and many fine elastic t^vigs, some 
dead leaves attached to the exterior; the whole fastened together and to 
the supports by cobwebs and lined with black fem-roots, long reddish fibres 
or tendrils. Placed in horizontal or vertical forks in bushes at about 1 *5 m 
from the ground, with no attempt at concealment. Eggs^ 3, like small eggs 
of P}cnonotus cafer. Size of three c^, 23-1 X 16*3, 22*2 X 16*5 and 22*4 
X 16 *2 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diaonoso. See Key to the Spedes and Field Characters; for details 
of plumage, Baker loc. cit. 

Young (immature), more rusty on upperparts and on edga of wing and coverts ; 
under tail-coverts paler. Primary and tail characters present; postjuvenal moult 
complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BiU Tarsus TaU 

(from skull) 

ri'V 78-85 18-20 16-17 71-77 mm 

(HW) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill bom-brown, dark above, pale bdow. 
Legs and feet brownish flesh (HW). 


1142. Nicobar BnlbuL Hypsipeles mcohaiensis Moore 

HjpsipeUs rdcobaxiensis Moore, in Horsfield & Moore, 1854, Cat. Bds, Mus. E.I, 

Go. 1 : 257 (Nicobars) 

Baker, FBI No. 423, Vol. 1 : 408 ^ 

PUie 73, 6g. 14 

LOCAL HAME^. Nooe recorded. 

SIZE. Redwhlskercd Bulbul; length c, 20 cm (8 in.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. AbovCf uncTcstcd head, nape, wings and tail dark 
brqwn, back olive; below, throat and breast w’hitish grey faintly streaked 
with yellow; belly and tmder tail-covcrts pale yellow, the latter with brown 
centres. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DUTRiEimoN and HABITAT. Common resident. Nicobar frlands 
except Car Nicobar, * Apparently restricted to Central Nicobars ’ (Abdulali, • 
JBNHS 64: 182). Affects forest and gardens. 

GENERAL HABITS. Found Singly, in pairs or small parties, sometimes 
congregating in assemblies of 50 or more in some large feeding tree, where 
they make a great chattering and uproar. 

food. Unrecorded; doubtless as in other bulbuls, 

VOICE and calls. * Chattering notes vcr>' similar to the other Hjpsipetes ' 
[Davison, SF 2 : 224,. presumably meaning Black Bulbul (1148-9) q.v.]. 

BREEDING. Very young birds ha%-c been collected in February (Davdsoa). 
Nesting unrecorded. 

Museum DtAONOsal See Key to the Spedes and Field Qszneten, 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BiU 

(from skuU) 

8 97-102 23-25 

4 9 9 92-100 ' 24 


Tamil M 

21 ■ 83-87 asm 

21 80-84 mm 

(Desfryo) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brovm. BUI deep brown, lower mani c an 
of upper dull yellow. Legs and feet dark gr eenhh brown or grecnoh plum 
(Hume). ■ 


HvpsiPETps mpicus (jerdon) 

Key to the Sobapedea ^ 


, . It H. u ieterieos 

A DuUcr and paler yellow ^ 

B Richer in colour, especially on tides of head ‘jK erocn 

C More greenish on upperparts ; yellow of underparts 


Page 

10 ' 

la 

io< 


1 143. North Sahyadrz Yellowhrowed BuItmL Hjpstpetes indicus uterinu 
(Strickland) 

CrimicricUTicutStriddimd, 1844 , Ann. Mag. N»t. Hat. 13:411 
(Eaat India = Mahablahwar) 

Baka, FBI No. 419 (part), Vol. 1 : 405 


[,ocAL NAMES. Nonc fccorded. 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1 144, q.v. VlaiOt 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Rcsldimt, etc.' 

rats from the Poona and Satara districts (Khandala, Maha Jounc 
ith to Bclgaum and Goa, from r. 600 to 1900 

OO metra. Affects secondary jungle, undergrowth of evergreen, g 
ckcr jungle, and occasionally gardens. 

C3ENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. ^ in 1144. ^ 

BREEDING. Similar to that of the nominate yubspeaes. ^ 

WusEUM Diagnosis, Differs from indUiu in having the upperparts mote 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

^'d’ 90-97 

g g 88:-91 


Bni Tail 

(from ikull) 

18-21 76-87 mn 

18-20 75-83 mn 

(SDR, Kodi) 


Wdght 33 o’ 9 27-34 (ar. 30-6) g— SA. 
oOLOcaa or «am TMtn. Ai In 1 144. 
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1144. Tellcmbrowed BuIboL HypnpeUs irMcus indiais (Jcrdoa) 
T.{nd‘j>phsTVi^ Jwfi'cai Jcrdan, 1839, Madras Jour, Lit. Sd- 10: 240 
(West Coast, restricted to Wynaad by Ripley, 1961, Synopsis) 
loU sffmea tnknnVKodr, 1939, Proc.*BmL Soc. Washington 52: 64 
(Kunjapani, NU^ HUls) 

Baker, FBI No. 419 (p^), VoL J : 405 

Plate 75, tig. 15 

XjOCAX. kames. . Hdl£ buIhH (Mi'sore); Moijad^xn (Mala>*alam). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul; length c. 20 czn (8 in.). 

PiELD C 31 ARACTERS. An uncTCstcd foTcst bulbul olive-yellow above, \vith 
bright yxllow forehead and ci'cbrow; lemon-yellow belo^v. Sexes alike. 

Young (immature), upperparts, head and breast dull brown, lacking 
the gcacr^ yellow tinge of the adults, the only yellow being on the flanks. 

STATUS, D B T R i B UTTOy and HABITAT, Apparently the ecological counter- 
part of \VJutcbrov.ed Bulbul (1138) in c%ergrccn biotope. Common resident. 
Western Ghats south of Bclgaum and Goa through western hli'sore, the 


Hypslpetes Indian 



Nilgiris, Palnis, NcUiampathy and Cardamom hills; also Cci'lon except 
in the southwest (Biddulph's record as common on Ramcs\N*aram Island, 
JBNHS 40: 241, is doubtless a confusion Asith P- luleolus). Most common 
above 900 m, optimum zone 1000 to 1500 m, up to 1950 m in the Nilgiris; 
occasionally dov.Ti to near sea lc%'d. Affects sholas, coffee shade-trees and 
edges of thick jxmgle; almost entirely confined to evergreen biotope. 

GENERAL HABITS. Found HI pairs or small parties of six to seven birds 
(even when feeding young), sometimes congregating in flocks of up to 60* 


individuals, depending on food-supply; often forms the nucleus of foraging 
imxed assemblies. Fe^ in the canopy of lofty trees as vrcll as in shrubs and 
undergrowth, fluttering or hovering momentarily against a sprig to pluck 
berries. ^Vinged insects disturbed in the proce s s are sdzed in the air. 

FOOD. Almost entirely frugivorous — berries and drupes; also takes 
nectar, spiders and insects. NcstHngs''are fed ^^ith caterpillars and soft-bo^ed 
insects, and berries. 

VOICE and calls. A clear, mello^^% double whistle uttered frequently 
(SA). Alarm, a harsh, jarring note; song, a Io%s'-toncd, pleasant warble 
sometimes uttered on the wing (Betts). 

BREEDDfC. Stastrn, February to hlay. AVrt, quite unlike that of other 
members of the family and more like a large ■white-c>*e*s [ZosUrops) nest; 
a flims)' hammock of grass and skeleton leaves slung in a horizontal fork, 
with cobwebs and green moss on the exterior and lined svith grass or black 
roots. Usual site is in a tlunly foliaged isolated shrub in the interior of light 
forest, generally -within 1*5 m of the ground, exceptionally up to 4*5 m 
in a tree (Betts) . Eggs^ 2 or 3 (2 in Ceylon) , pale creamy pink to ss*arm salmon 
pink covered with numerous specks, freckle and blotche of various shade 
of red all over but somevhat more densely at the large end. Average size 
of30 eggs 23*1 X 16 '6 mm (Baker). 

Museum Uiackosis. Diffen from Uteriaa -in being brighter, more ydlowiih on 
the upperparts and side of head; mtergrade with xetenaa in the Londa area (Brigaum 
disL). 

Young. (not fully fathered), upperparts olivaceous brown; chin, throat and 
belly w'hitc; breast grey. \Vhcn e. 14 days old and just left net almost identical in 
every respect with comparable fledgling of P. Uilnlus (1138) — SA. 

MEASUREMENTS 


■\Vmg 

Bni 

Tail 


(from skull) 


88-97 

19-21 

75-87 mm 

89-91 

19-21 

77-83 mm 



(SDR, SA) 


Tarsm e. 19 mm (Baker). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Adult, iris brownish red. Bill black;xnouthbrowEush 
pink, slaty pinkish and ydlow, or pinkish grey, var>Tng apparendy with age (or 
season?). Legs and feet slate-grey; claws black. Young, iris grc)*ish olh'e; naked 
cMq and circumorhital »kin dull magenta. BUI pole brown; gape yrilowxsh cream; 
mouth livid pink. Legs pinlosh grey; feet pinkish flesh; daws pale brown (SA). 


1145. Ceylon Y^owbrowed BnlbuL fiypsip^Us indiais gugllelmi (Ripley) 

Pifiensutis xettrieui gaglielm Ripley, 1946, Spolia Zeyianica 24: 230 
(Depedeae Estate, Rakwaaa, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 449 (part), VoL 1 : 405 
LOCAL NAME, Koha ketidcya (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul length c. 20 cm (8 in.),- 
FIELD C3IARACTERS. As in 1144. 
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sTATUs, DBTRiBUTXON and HABITAT. Common rerident. Southw'cst Ceylon 
in the Rakwuna and PclmaduUa areas, in the low-country Wet zone. 
Affccte high forest. 

GENERAL HABTis, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1144. 

BREEDiNo. SeasoTi, March-April and August-September, Ktsi, as in 1144, 
usually dose to or overhanging a stream. Eggs, inv'ariably 2, similar to those 
of tmfiou. 

Museum UxACNosn. Differs from indiais in bang more greenish, less bronzy 
yellow on the upperparts; xmderparts more jnirc yellow tinged with g re en rather 
than the brighter yellow tinged with bronzy of indiais. 

MEASUREMENTS 



IVing 

Bni 

Tan 



(from feathen) 


5 die? 

87-91 

18-19 

74-79 mm 

1 9 

91 

19 

79 mm 


(SDR) 


Wdght 1 ^ 35; 1 9 27*5 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1144. 

1 146. RufonsbelHed BuIbuL HypsipsUs TnccUllandi mccUllandi Florsfield^ 

A/cCZfltedi Horsfidd, 1840 (1839), Proc. ZooL Soc, London: 159 (Assam) 
Xm tncdtllendi targus Kodz, 1954, Contrib. InsL Regicnal Exploration, No. 1:10 
(Bhimpedi, Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 394, VoL 1 : 377 
Plate 73, &g. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. Qsnddoiphff, Odiktan (Lepcha); Dc^hdip-gedeha (Cochari), 

SIZE. Mjma i ; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Aiotf, CTOwn dark browu with fine wMtish streaks, 
slightly Crested; rest of upperparts olivc-grcetu Eehw, breast dnnatnon 
with fine white streaks, paler on belly; under taU-co\*crts yellowish; throat 
dark grc>' heavily stixaicd with white, the tousled, lanceolate feathers very 
noticeable in the fidd when throat puffed out in calling. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, distribution; and habitat. Common raident subject to vertical 
movements. The Himalayas from Mussoorce cast through Nepal, Sikkim, 
Bhutan, NEFA, Assam south to the hills of East Pakistan, Nagaland and 
hlanipur. From c. 900 to 2700 m, optimum zone 1800-2100 m; descends 
m winter to the foothills, vcr>* occasionally entering the plains. Affects 
wcll-vs*oodcd secondary jungle, light gallery forest, oak, rhododendron and 
open pine forest, also o\*ergrown culti\*atioii dealings with scattered trees. 

^Extrdbrdtsl. The species ranges cast to Fulden, Ksvai^txmg and central 
Vietnam, in the mountainous regions, 

GENERAL HABITS. Lcss sodablc than mmt other bulbuls. Usually found 
in pairs or small parries often in the mixed hunting flocks. Keeps to higher 
branches of trees hut readily descends to Cruiting bushes. 

food. Mainly bories and drupes. 

»xHf2st £ of the S^vstsis; tho ypec i e s , bewrrer, xppexn more doydy rdxted 
to n.f^ffigas *sd rLys f fer rx nV thah to t^mtxxs. 


108 PYCNONOTIDAE 

VOICE and calls. A pleasant call of varied notes and a full sweet song 
of three bars constantly repeated in the breeding season. Erects crest during 
song and pufft out lanceolate throat-feathers. Alsovi loud chtp-kar^Ue 
(Fleming), a clear, sharp, usually double bji-tryi repeated sever^ times 
(Lister), and hd-hrif . . , hnksdhdhii, the last notes very rapid (Heinrich). 

BREEDING. Sccson, April to July. Pfest, a rather shallow cup of ccfanc 
grasses, bamboo leaves, long shreds of soft bark, lined with fine grass more 
or less mixed with soft fem roots. Suspended in the fork of a branch, like 
an oriole’s nest. The grass is so used as to pass under and through the base 
of the nest, then brought inside and over the supporting fork round the 
nest again. Usually placed towards the outer part of a tree from 6 to 12 
metres above the ground; sometimes in bushes as low as a couple of metres. 
Eggs, g enera lly 2, sometimes 3, rarely 4, very much hk^ those of the Black 
Bulbul; white or pale cream, speckled all over, sometimes blotched, with 
light reddish brown. Average size of 100 eggs 25*7 X 18*1 mm (Baker). 
Both sexes incubate. 

MuSEinr Dzacvoszs. See Kc>‘ to the Spedfis and Firid Characters. 

Young (immature), like adult but browner, less green above and on the co v erts 
and edga of flight-feathers; crat shorter. Primary and tail characters present; 


postjuvcnal moidt complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 




Wing 

- BUI 
(from skull) 

Tamis 

TaU 

(?(? IOO-I12 

24-29 

16-20 

98-113 mm 

9 9 100-109 

25-27 

16-20 

93-109 mm 
(BB, SA) 


Weight 6 d* 9 31-52 g (SDR, SA, BB). 


OOLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brownish red. B2I: upper mandible very dark 
browTi, a little paler on the sides of the anterior half; lower mandiUc fleshy, pale 
brown on base and rip. Legs, feet and daws brown; solo rusty (BB). 

1 147. Browneared BtxHmL HypdpcUs fiszclus ficsalta (Blyth) 

Blylh, 1845,Jour.AriaL Soc. Bengal 14:572 (sub-Himalayaa Ranges) 
Baker, FBI No. 391, VoL 1 : 374 
PUte 72, &g. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. Kdd-pinii (Lepcha); Katnpe, Gzsha-faisi (Naga); Deo^nlip^ 
gadzhn (Cachaii); FehxH (Mishxni). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul length e. 20 cm (8 in.). 

~ ^ HELD CHARACTERS. Ahooe, dark 

gre>' with short tuft-like crest; checks 
‘ black, ear-coverts light brown with a 

^ si^* sheen. IVings browTi with a large 

' olitT-jTllow' patch; tail brown edged 
“T ^ with olive. Bdem, pale grey with white 

jr throat and belly. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRI BU T I ON and HABITAT. 
Common rerident. The Himalayan 


X e. 
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Mmsooree cast through Nepal, SiUdm. 

the :rser„tter 

Extraltmttal. Extends to northeastern and southwestern Burma TT,. 
SdTorneT “ the Indoehinese subregion. Sumatra 

bulbul. ^Vi'boreal^nd sociable, and very like 
B aek Bulbul (1148-9) tn behaviour. Keeps in noisj- flocks in r, inter which 
b eak up mto pa.rs in the breeding season. Frequents bushes ^ ,,^1 
high trees, sontetirnes launching short aerial saUies after insects 
food. Bernes, flower-nectar, and insects. 

VOICE and CALLS. A flute-hke note and a pleasant jerky song that mav 
be heard all th= year A soft musical daddy, Uavt-U; sometime dadl, repeated 

sirniiarHe Bi::ri'lLlrqt 

BMEPiNG. Sjojoh, May and June. JW-K, a rather deep cup of grass stems 

^ground (^m, Baker) or up to twelve metres on large trees (Kumaon 
mymper) £ggr, 2 or 3, rarely 4, very pale creamy covered uith n^^ous 

speckles ofhght brick-red. Average size oflOO eggs 24-3 X 1 7 -3 mm (Baker) . 

i?or J4Xys“''“^^‘‘°" P^bably also construction. Incubation period 

Museum Diacnosis. See Key to the Species and Field Characters, 
oung (immature), like adult but upperparls browner; outer »cbs of secondaries 

rlreom^.r'^ >-«■= r»^-i-nS 

MEASUREiCENTS 
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Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 


(from skull) 


94-105 

20-22 

17-19 

89-98 

20-22 

17-19 


Tail 

85-95 mm 
81-90 mm 
(BB, SA) 


Weight o’ o' 29-38; 9 9 29-32 g (SDR, SA). 

colours or BARE MRTS. Iris brmvnish red. Bill black. Legs and feet dark 
broim; soles svhite (BB). . 


Hypsipetes madaoascariensis (P. L. S. Muller) 
Key to'the Subspecies 

1 A black streak behind and under the ear-coverts 

a Paler grey above and below 

b Darker bluish grey above and below 

2 No black streak behind and under the ear-coverts 



Page 

e .7/. m. psaroides 

no 

nigTtsetns 

114 

... fir. m. ganeesa 

112 
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1 148. Himalayan Black Bulbd. Hjfsip^ies madasascanrrais p:ar^ 
Vigors 

Hypdp-.k:P4araidu Vigors. 1631, Proc. Zook Soc. London: 43 
(Himala;-an Mountains = Simla) 

Baker, FBI No. 386, Vol. 1: 369 
Plate 72, fig. IS 


rt , ,7^ (Kashmir); BSn iiiti fMuBooro-t. 

Darkal (Chamba); Phaki~pho (Lcpcha); Kaki (Paharia), ’ 

SEE. Redvented Bulbul J-; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

TOLP ^^crraM; A slate-grey bird with black crat, slightly forked 
tail and bright red biU, legs and feet. Sexes alike. h g y lorkcd 

Young (immature), no crest; throat, lower breast and bellv uh:t. 
rest grey; bill and feet brmvn. ' ' 



STATUS, DISTRIBUTION anti iiahitat. Common resident subject to verti- 
cal movements; summer visitor only to the higher parts of its range. TIic 
Himala^-as from the Kunar Valley (Afghanistan) and Chitral (i\.\V,F,P.) 
cast through Kashmir soutli of the main range, Himachal Pradesh, northern 
Uttar Pradcsli, Nepal, Sikkim, Blrnt.-m and NEFA to the D.ifla Hills where 
it intcrgradcs with mgrescens. Breeds bettveen 1 000 and 2400 m in tlic western 
part of its range and up to f. 3000 m in the cast; optimum zone 1000 to 
2100 m. Descends in winter, rcacliing tlic foothills in the west and commonly 
entering the plains in the east. Recorded at 3000 m in SikUm in svinicr, 
Has straggled to Kohat, Anibala and Lahore. Affects tall forest, in particular 
of oak, pmc and rhododendron; alto enters gardens. 

GENERAL HABITS. Ai'borcal, vcry noisy. In, the non-breeding season, 
keeps in parties of six to ten, but sometimes numbering up to a hundred 
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PVCNOKOTIDAE 


Hypsipetes madagascariensh 



individuals, invading tree-tops in boisterous bonds, seldom ever descending 
to undergrowth. Often perches on highest tips of trees, laimch'mg short 
aerial sallies after insects. Docs not remain long on one tree, the birds of 
♦a party flying from one tree to another in loose, irregular order. Flight strong 
and swft. 

Display^ the male^uttcrs from one tree to the next, his body held stiff and 
slightly bowed while uttering a rather melodious, excited pip-per-irce. 

FOOD. Mmnly fruits and berries {Melia, Viburnum, mulberries, etc.). Also 
insects. Visits flowen of Eryihrina, Salmalia, rhododendron, etc. for nectar, 
and insects. 

VOICE and CAULS. Song, a long series of monosyllables of var^ang tone 
and pitch, punctuated at frequent intervals by a single, high, bcU-like note; 
call, a loud, rapid wurkiyu repeated several times (lister). Sec also Dispby 
above. Also a large variety of squeaky notes as the birds chase each oUicr; 
a fi^ucnt'call is a long drawn-out iveerih likened to the squeal of a distressed 
pig; other notes described as whew whi or whie whi similar to the creaking 
of a gate-hinge, usually preceded by a drongo-Iikc stpieafy-squeak’, another 
note, rarely heard, souni like gensliuk (Magrath). ^ 

BREEDiKO. Seastui, from the latter half of April to September, chiefly 
May, June and early July. JV«(, a neat but flimsy cup of grasses, dead leaves, 
baii fibres or lichen strengthened by cobw’cb, lined with rootlets, 
fine grass, bark-shavings or pine needles, PUaid in the foric of a horizontal 
branch usually between seven and ten metres up. sometimes as low as two 


metres or as higli os firtcen metres. Eggs, normally 3, sometimes 2, exception- 
ally 4, very faint pink covered all over wiili small primary blotches of deep 
red-brown, chocolaic-bromi or purpic-brown with similar sccondar>* small 
blotches oflavcndcrand inky grey. AvCT-agcsircor52cggs26*2 X 19-1 mm 
(Baker). 

MesEusi biACNOsn. See Kc>’ to the Subspecies. 

Young (immature). No crest; crown dark grey, rest of upperparU grey with a 
brownish cait. Below, throat, lower breast and belly wliiic, rest grc>*; pale fuhnm 
edges to wings and coverts. Primary' and tall characters pnaeni; poujus'cnal moult 
complete. 

StZASURZMENTS 


Wag 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tall 


(from skull) 



1 16-130 

26-29 

20-22 

I02-IIC mm 

ni-124 

26-28 

20-21 

93-IM mm 


(BB, Schafer, Fleming, SDR, SA) 
Wdght 10 o’ o’ 41-60; 6 9 9 48-61 g (SA, BB, Ri\P). 

COLOURS Of RARE TARTS. Ills iLirk brown. Bill coral-rcd. pale orange, feet 
deep [scarlet-] orange; claws pale brown; soles while lo pale orange (BB). 


1 1 49, South Inslran Black Bulbul. HypsipeUs madapascanensis /jaarrij 
Sykes 

Hypslptltl Comm Sylecs, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 86 (Gliaiits, DuUiun) 
Baker, FBI No. 389, Vol. 1: 372 


LOC.SL NAstrs. MynS-islbu! (Kerala) ; Karvppti ImJai Hruci (Tamil). 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul ±; length c. 23 inn (9 in.). 

FIEUJ ciiARAcrrERS. As in 1 148, q.v. 

STATUS, OBTieinuTios and iiaditat. Resident but prone to local movr- 
ents in the non-breeding season; locally abundant. U'estern Ghats from 
[athcran (near Bombay) in Maharashtra, south tiuough Kcstcm Mpore, 
c hilb of Kerala and western Tamil Nadu and the Shevaroy Hilli flanu! 
idu). An old record from Bcrar is possibly erroneous. In die h.lb hum 
1000 m to the top, rcacliing the footliiUs in the cold weather. AITccu 
etgreen forest, especially sholas, and eucalyptus or oilier shade-trees m 
1 , colTee and cariamom estates. , - j i 

CENERAL HABITS. As in pssrndcs. A common member of mixed hunting 
rties of Z<»l"oPk, SHta, Glmlax, MascUapa, etc. each spedm keeping to 
particular stratum. ..... . \ trt,:w 

fmd. Mosdy fruits and berries Eagma, 

weis otETyihnm,LciTadhus, etc. and introduced CrerJlraaai Eaalyptaj 

ctar and insects. ‘ _ ,, 

VOICE and’ calls. Loud screediy svhutla as in psamdfj. One call often 

ard is rendered as Mrp, chtt-chrt-^Ji (Nichob). , 

BREEPmo. &asm, March to June. At tot two 
veto. Egg,, almost invariably 2, rarely 3, white spee^ 
purple-brown spots; blotched eggs are cxoyuonal su 
S^ground col^. Average size of 45 eggs 26-6 X 19-6 r® (Ikiker). 
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Muszxnt DiAOtoso. Differs from psaoida in being darker, haN-ing less white 
on belly, no grey spot ov'cr lores, no black streak around car-coverts; black crtrv%*a 
does not contrast so much with rest of plumage; tail hardly forked/ 

SiZASURiMtKTS 



Win? 

Bin 

(from sloiU) 

Tairas 

Tail 

£?<? 

112-124 

26-29 

16-18 

98-105 mm 

99 

107-123 

24-28 

16-17 

92-104 mm 


(H\V, SA) 

Weight 25 o' 9 35-49 (av. 42*9) g — SA- 

cottJURS 07 BAJU 5 PAJiTS. Adult, iris 0 range-bro>»*n. Bill bright dwp orange; 
mouth orange and pink. Legs and feet ycllo\%-ish orange; daws brown. Young, 
iris olK'c-brown, Bill brown, paler at tip; gape yellow; mouth ^'cUovmh pink. I.cgs 
and feet ycllovk*ish brovk-n; clav.*? brown. 


1 150. Ceylon Blnck BnIbnL Hypsipetes madafascanmsis AiftniV 
nVhistlcr & Kimiear) 

Munscelu psaroidgs handiVfhjs^er &. Kinnear, 1932, Jour. Bombaynat. Hist. Soc. 

35; 754 (Cc>'lon) 

Baker, FBI No, 389 (part), VoL 1 : 372 

LOCAL NAUzs. Kolu korJoyd (Sinhala) ; Kantpps JtoniAJtiZnIn (Tamil). » 

SIZE. Redvented Bulbul length 23 cm (9 in.). 

HELD CKAEACTERS. As in 1148, q.V. 

STATUS, DiyTRiBunoN and habitat. Common resident. Ceylon, in the 
low-country Wet zone and hills up to at least 1600 jn; local and uncommon 
in the Dry zone. Afreets tall forest but often sdsits the neighbouring low- 
country Dry zone and the highest hills when berries and fruits are ripening. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in psoToidu (1148). 

FOOD. As in garutsa (1149). 

VOICE ai^ CALLS. Some notes are rendered as sgtiuk sgutek squTedlee-ee 
or (heeky erwcorer and a scolding, cat-like mstt (Henry). Others as in 1148 
?nd 3349. 

BREEDiNO. Season^ March to May and July to September, a break 
occurring during the southwest monsoon. The great majority breed during 
spring; it would appear, thcTcfore, that some birds are double-brooded 
in the spring svhile otlien 'asrait the autumn before rearing their second 
broods (Philips). .Vex/ and eggx, as in gansesa; clutch size, 2. 

Museum Diagnosis. Diffen fixjm ganasa in ha\*ing a larger and hcaricr bill. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\Ving Bili Tarsm , Tail 

(from skuU) 

i?6' 118-128 27-32 18-19 98-104 mm 

2 99 116. 117 27.28 18 94.100 mm 

(HIV) 

cotouw or BARE PARTI. Irii reddiih brovi-n (once orange). Bill rrf or oranee- 
rcd. Legi orange or dull orange-yellow (SDR). 


11-1 TIMALIINAE 

1151. Assaxn Black Btxlbnl. H^siptles madsgcsccnmsis Balcer 

Hjpnpeuspsaraida mgraerrj Eater. 1917, Bull. Brit. Ora, Q. 38; 15 
(Upper Chindwin) 

Baker, FBI No. 387, Vol. J : 371 

LOCAL NAME. Dco-tslip goskim (Cachari), 

SIZE and field characters. As in psajvicUs (1148). 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and habitat. Common resident subject to local 
movemenu in the non-breeding season. NEFA, cast of the Dafla Hills 
where it intcrgrades with pscroida, and the hills of Assam, Nagaland, 
Manipur and East Pakistan; from c, 700 to at least 2400 m, rcaclung the 
foothills and plains in svinter. Affects tall forest. 

ExiralimtUil. Extends to western Burma; the species ranges north and 
east to Szechuan, Chekiang, Formosa and the mountainous areas of the 
Indochinese subregion; also Madagascar, Aidabra and the Comoro Is. 

. general habits, food and voice. As in psaroidis. 

BREEDING. As in pscrmdu. EggSj usually 3, often 2, occasionally 4, similar 
to those of psaroidts. Average size of 64 eggs 27*3 x 19*9 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. Differs from pjonidis in being 
darker bluish grey both above and bdow, and having no grey patch above lores 
or bclund eye; streak around car-coverts present but leas dbdnct; no contrast be- 
tween cn>\m and mantle. 

MEASlTRElfE-Vn and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, As in U4S. 

IVdght ^ 9 53-64 g (SDR). 

Family Muscicapidae 

Sec Thomson, A L. (cd.), 1964, ariide * Musdeapidae *, A Pfeu Dictiensty ef Birds, 
London & New York. 

Key to the SobfruniUes 


A Ju\-cnal plumage spotted 

1 BUI slender and fairly strong Turdinae Vol. 8 

2 B3I broad and fiat. .Muscicapinac Vol. 7 

B Juvenal plumage unspotted 

3 Bill s m all, slender; Itys short and weak Syhhnac VoL 8 

4 Bill very variable; legs and feet strong Timaliinae p. 114 


Subfamily Timaliinae: Babblers 

For description sec Van Tyne. J. & Berger, A J., 1959; 517 (Family Tiinaliidac). 
- Cf. Ddacour, J., 1946, UOiscau 16: 7-36. 

Genus Pellornexjm Stvainson 
PeUamoan Swainson, 1832, Fauna Boreali-Americana; 487. by original 
designation, Pellorr^Jm rvfxtps Swainson 

Terrotrial birds of thick brushwood- Taul shorter than wing (e xc ept in P. pdastri) 
but equal to or longer than twice length of tarria. Bill about equal to or a little 
more than ihrce>^[uartm the length ofhead, straight and notched at the tip. Nostrils 
not overhung by hain; rictal bristles \*ery short. 


BABBLERS 
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Key to the Spedes 


Page 

122 

A Undopartsiodudins throat umformcinnamon P.fwxcbiUum 

B Throat whitish 

1 Breast not striped, throat st>«ili>d 

2 Breast striped 

a Grown ConcoloT05i<v4tMv^5i; 

. . .P. cUnzmtrc 

124 

b Crov.'n not concolorous \rith hark 


115 

Pellorkeum ruficxfs Swainson 


Key to the Sabspedes 

A Mantle not streaked 
a Crown rufous. , 



b ChoviiTQ dark chestnut 



B Mantle streaked 



c Less olive, more rufous. ,, 


II6 


d R'dbmofcrmTO richer, back more rufacrat P.r.Hjilrn 

e RuTomofiiawn Rod brawn of back with a greybh cast f>. r. toarUfiOT 

r Rufous of crown and brown of back paler P.r.chcmlxm 

g Rufous of crown and brown of back darker P.r.prctcraU 

h Crosra chatnut, hack deep brown, streaks on mantle ohsolcsctait 

~ */ // * ’ r, vocaU 

CT. Dcignan, H. G., 1947, Snuth. hffsc. ColL 107: 1-20. 


120 

115 

119 

120 

121 


1 152. Weatern S|K>tted Babbler. Prllomeum rujiceps ptmefahon (Gould) 

Orxlidiapvrxtsis Gould, 1838, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 137 
C«®»layas «= Kalka, Baghat, Simla, ratricted by Dcignan, op. dt.) 
PcZfomra-t nfjxpsjtmesi Baker, 1920, Bull. Brit. Orn- Q. 41 : 9 
( Kalin , Baghat, Simla) 

Baker, FBI No. 244, Vol. 1:241 
t-OCAL KAKES. None recorded. 
nzE, Bulbul — ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). - 

muj CHARACtERs. As in 1154, q.v. 

iTAWs, DTOtiBtmos and habitat. Residmi; locally distributed. The 
foothills finm Kai^ to Garhwal; ftoin c. 300 to 1200 m. 
cat«o%-cr scrub, wrooded ravines and nullahs, dedduous or 
jungle and tea-gardens. 
t^^ERAL HABITS And FOOD. As in 1154. 

\oice and calls, A sweet soi^ of four or fi\*c notes repeated two or 
See repetition a little lower than the preceding (Osmaston). 

BREEDiNo. StssTn^ overall March to July, chiefly April to June. 

^ 2 to 4, white, tinged with pale gree n or cream, blotched 

o speckled with red-brown and inky purple. Average sire of 10 eggs 
-4 X 16;2 mm (Baker). 
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Pelhmevm ruficeps and P. fuicocapi/fum 



^gjP.r.pBTC/aram futjal. Fltliiiijl P. r. msndellH ( 1153 )- 
r. n/fryj ( 1158 ). r. i:£flja/li£m(i 156 ) 

r. Tif^eps ( 1 154 ). efr*rcf«a 7 i(t 155 )^ 

f. icoTfillafn(ii 63 )mP-/. bdfcslti (ii 6 a). 


P. T. pntoTcU ( 1157 ). 
P. r. vocale ( 1 159 ). 

\P-f. fuscocepithn 

(iiSt). 


Museum Dzacnoss. Differs from the nominate suhrpedcs in being darker and 
more riddy coloured; crown dark chestnut instead of rufous. From jrardrZ/ti differs 
in ha>ing the upperparts, edges of wings and tail more olive, rufous-brown. 

KEAsuRZXENTs. M in Rsadflin (1 1 53). 

COLOURS or a.vt£ parts. Ira red-brown. Bill brown, diaky- j-cUitw at base of 
lower mandible. LsCgs and feet fieshy. 


J 153. MandellPB or Stklom Spotted Babbler. Pellomnun ntjicrps 
mcxdrllii Blanford 

Prlbnwn .^fciicZlii Blanford, 1871, Proc. Alai. Soc. Bengal, No. 9: 216 (Sikkim) 
Baker, FBI No. 243, VoL I: 240 

LOCAL NAMES, None recorded. 

SIZE, Bidbul — ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in (U54). 

STATUS, DiSTRiBiTnoN and HABITAT. CommoH rcsIdcnL The HIrnala>‘an 
fbochffls, from western Nepal through Sikkim, Bhutan and ZxEFA, case to 
the Subansiri river; from plains lc\*cl up to r. 1800 m. Docs not appear to' 
move much with the seasons (Biswas); recorded in winter at 1700 m. 
Affects hea\Y brush, secondaty growth, bamboo jungle and wooded ravines. 
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OENEKAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in ruficeps (1154), but calb and 
song clearly distinguishable in dialect. 

BREEDiTfO. Season, > March to July, chiefly April to June. JTest, as in 
ruficeps,. Eggs, 3 or 4, very exceptionally 5, white, sometimes tinged with 
buff, marked with red-brown, brown, purplish brown or blackish brown 
specks and small blotches scattered profusely over jthc whole surface, 
usually more at the large end. Average size of 200 eggs 22-4 x 16-3 mm 
(Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs firom ruficeps in having the neck and back of head 
streaked with black and buffj crown brighter, near chestnut, ear-coverts darker; 
breast belly suffused with ochraceousj spots on underparts darker, not so broad; 
upperparts, edge of wings and tail more rufous-brown. Differs from punetatum in 
having the upperparts, edges of wdngs and tail less olive, more rufous-brown. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

6'(? 

63-75 

18-21 

27-28 

70-77 mm 

9 9 

66-72 

1&-20 

27-28 

62-70 mm 


(BB, SA) 

• 'Weight 3 ePe?' 24-28; 2 o? 28, 29 g (SA, BB). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris criinson to deep crimson (reddish brown in 
juvenile). Bill: upper mandible dark brown; lower mandible light yellow on posterior 
half, bluish white on the anterior half, with dusky tip. Legs, feet, claws and soles 
fleshy (BB). 


1154. Pexiinsiilar Spotted Babbler. Pellomeum ruficeps ruficeps Swamson 

Pellomeum ruficeps Swalnson, 1832, Fauna Borcali-Americana: 487 
(India = Coonoor, NUgiris, restricted by Deignan, op. cit.) 

Baker, FBI No. 240, Vol. 1 : 238 
Plate 75, fig. 20 

LOCAL NAMES. Saruktomi kuruvi (Tamil); Adaoi like Jim (Tclugu). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small tetTcstrial babbler. Above, brown with a 
darker chestnut-brown cap,, a light superciliary s tripe extending well behind 
the eye; car-coverts brown. Below, throat white, rest of underparts buff, 
boldly streaked and spotted wdth dark brown. Legs pale fleshy. Sexes alike. 
A passable miniature of the European Song Thrush (Turdus ertcelorum), 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The hills of the 
Indian peninsula (Satpuras, hill tracts of Bihar and Orissa, Western and 
Eastern Ghats and their associated ranges, from the Narbada river and the 
R^mahal Hills (west central Bihar) south to the Palghat Gap and the 
Chittcri Hills; from sea level to c. 1350 m. Not recorded from the Deccan 
plateau. Affects scrub, bamboo groves, sholas, thickets in ravines and 
along watercourses. 

GENERAL HABITS. In pairs or small parties in dense thickets, imdcrgrowth 
and bamboo in well-wooded areas. Feeds on the ground like Jungle Bab- 
bler, rummaging among dead leaves. Progresses by long thrush-like Jiops 
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or by running like quail. Usually very quiet and retiring, and easily ow- 
looked. ' 

FOOD. Insects, 

VOICE and calls. Three or four, mellow plaintive whistling notes in 
an ascem^g scale, not unlike lora’s, variously transcribed as ke*U best 
or he'll beat you. Pm right here, prel-tj^sweet, etc, — the fint syllabic short, 
the second low and emphasized — repeated with persistence and monotony 
at intervab of five seconds or so for up to 15 minutes at a stretch, especially 
in the mornings and evenings. Uttered from a branch inside a dense thicket; 
on an observer’s approach, the calls suddenly cease, the bird quietly drops 
into 'the imdcrgro\^ and disappean, to start calUng again fifty yards 
away. Song, a percussive loud and pretty phrase of several rich and spirited 
whistling notes up and down the scale, often sustxuned practically without 
intermission for well over a minute, and soon repeated. It is heard mostly 
in the early morning and late afternoon; chiefly in the breeding season but 
sporadic bursts may be given at all times of the year. Alarm-notes, a harsh 
chr-r, chr-T or krad, kraa tvhile the bird is slinking away. Pairs and parties 
keep in touch by a musical subdued contact-note wheel. Also some chattering 
notes uttered when working through bushes. 

BREEDmo. Season, mainly during the monsoon: February to April in 
the south, April to June in Madhya Pradesh extending to September in 
the Western Ghats. Jfest, a flimsy ball of dead leaves or grass about the 
size of a large melon, usually scantily lined with grass or fine stems of 
maidenhair fern; entrance on the side, always looking downhill. Placed on 
the ground, in drifts of dry leaves at the foot of bushes, preferably on a 
slope. Eggs, 2 or 3 in the south, usually 3 in the north, wliitc, mark^ with 
numerous specks, spots and blotches of bro^vn as a rule denser at the large 
end. Average size of 21 eggs 21*6 X 16'*2 mm (Baker). Parents approach 
and leave the nest by running through the undcrgro\vth like a mouse. Young 
leave the nest on the 12th or 13th day after hatching. 

Museum Diagnosis. For differences between the nominate race and pmelstsn] 
mandellii and clivaeaan see under those subspecies (1152, 1 153, 1155). 

Young (immature), upperparts similar to adult but paler, no oli\'e, less contrast 
between crown and back; all but primary coverts washed with fuh-ous on edges; 
underparts dull white, washed with dull ashy fulvous on the sides, no lanceolate 
spots; under tail-coverts dull ashy fulvous. No white tips to tail. Primary and tail 
characters present. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bin 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from ilnill) 


61-73 mm 

68-78 

17-20 

1 25-30 

66-73 

16-20 

25-27 

57-^ mm 


(HW, SA, Koclx) 


Weight 15 cf 9 21-30 (av. 26) g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Ifis orangc-brown. Bill brown, fleshy below; mouth 
pale brownish and lemon-yellow. Legs and feet yellowish flesh. 
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1 155. Kerala Spotted Babbler* Pellomeum ruficeps oHvaceum jetdon 

Pellomeum riiWrtnnJetdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Set, 10; 255 
(Trichur, Ckschin State, restricted by Deignan, op. cit) 

Pellomeum ruficeps granti Harington, 1913, Bull. Brit. Ora. Q. 33: 81 
(Myoall, Travancorc) 

Baker. FBI No. 242, Vol. 1 : 240 

LOCAL NAME. GonoT&j (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length r. 16 cm (6} in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in Tuficeps (1154), Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtrnoN and habitat. Resident, generally distributed. The 
low country and lulls of Kerala and presumably also of adjoining western 
Tamil Nadu (Palnis etc.), north to the Palghat Gap; from near sea level 
to 1800 m. Aflbets evergreen sholas, steep hillsides along nullahs, dry ravines 
and watercourses littered with rotting bamboo and brushwood and over- 
grown with thickets of Acacia, Zizyphus, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in ruficeps. 

breeding. Season, November to May. Pfest and eggs, as in 1154, Average 
size of 7 eggs 21 *9 X 16*3 nun (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Like ruficeps but darker and more richly coloured. Crown 
and nax>c dark chestnut; upperparts, edges of wings and tail darker olive-brown; 
spotting on lower parts heavier and darker brown; darker on flanks and sides of 
head. 

measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from skull) 

4 cf cf 73-76 19-20 28-29 66-73 mm 

(HW, SA) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris hazcl-brown (immature) to reddish brown, BUI: 
upper mandible brown, lower mandible paler; mouth in breeding ^ brownish pink, 
immature yellowish flah. Legs and feet brmvnish flesh, claws duskier. 


1156. Assam Spotted Babbler. Pellomeum ruficeps chamelum Deignan 
PeUorneum ruficeps ekoJTuIum Deignan, 1947, Smith. Misc. Coll. 107: 6 
(Gunjong, Cachar) 

Not in Baker, FBI ^ 


LOCAL NAME. DoofintipU (Cachari). 

SEE. Bulbul-; lengths lean (6} in.). , . c 

BEU> CBARACTEBS. As in fujhfps, but upper back streaked. See Museum 

and tUBtrAT. Common raident. ^m in the 
aro and Khasi Hills, NagaUnd, and the hills of East Pakistan soutli t 
e Cailttagong district; from the foothills to 1450 m Aflects evergreen or 

idduous dense forest, bamboo and secondary grow*. 

Extralimial. The spedes ranges throughout *e Indochinese subregion. 
OENERAI. HABITS, TOOD and VOICE, As in 1154. 

BREEZiiNO. As in 1153. 
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Museum Diacnosis. Similar to madtitii in having sharplj' defined blaeii* 
■ brown centres to the feathen of the uppermost hack, but diflering in having tile 
rufous of forehead, crown and nape, and the brown of the remaining upperparts 
paler and greyer. 

MEASUREMENTS. As in 1153. 

grey; 9 upper mandible basally black. distaUy greyish brown, lower baially yellow, 
distally grey (SDR). 


1 157. Mishini Spotted Babbler. Pillomum rufaips pntorcli 
God'vin-Austcn 

Pellomeum pectoralis Godwin-Austen, 1877, Jour. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 46. 41 
(Sadiya> Assam) 

Not in Baker, FBI 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

size. Bulbul — ; length c, 16 cm (6i in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1154 but uppCT 


back streaked. Sec Museum 


S-MTUS, oisTjiffiuTJON and HABrTAT. Resident in NE^ in ***' ^‘‘*'^ 
HilU and the Sadiya Frontier Tract, probably eatcnding west to uie 
Subansiri river. Affects clearings in dense evergreen or dcciduom fomt 
nnH nuERmNo. As m manaelltt 


<rAtiY*r« mon. 


Museum Diaososo. Differs from mandellii in having the rufous offtrebesd, 
crown and nape much deeper in tone (rufous-chestnut); brown of the ren^r^ 
upperparts darker; underparts more heavily washed with a richer buff, 
from ehemetum by its more saturate coloration above and Ixlow. 

Young, edges of wings and tail more rusty; no white tip to tail; utwerp 
fulvous white with dusky shadows on breast. 

>fEASURE«ENTS 

Wing Bin Tail 

(from skull) 

^(ji 70-76 1&-2Q 67-74 mm 

O O 66-71 17-19 62-63 mm 

(SDR, SA) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown or red -brown. Bill 1 uppcf Duodiblc brvvB. 

lower yellow at base, pale brown at tip. Legs and feet Oeshy. 


1158. LaWdnspnr Spotted Babbler. FeUmmm rufiaps ripkP 
PiUmtmn njicrpi ripUji Deignan, 1947, Smith. Misc. Coll. 107: 7 
(Marghcrita, Assam) 

Not in Baker, FBI 


jjOCAl names. Nonc recorded. 
SIZE and field characters. 
Museum Diagnosis. 


As in 1 154 bin upper back streaked. Se« 


N 
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STATUS, DBTRiFunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Northeastern Assam in the 
Lahhimpur district south of Brahmaputra river. Same habitat as adjacent 
subspecies. 

OZKERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and BBEEDINO. As in 1154, q.v. 

Museuh Diagnosis. IKHen firom vwidtUa (1153) in having the rufous of the 
fordiead, crown anH cape d^itly ririier in tone; brown of remrining upperparts 
more itrot^ly rufocent; tmdetpart* nmre heavily washed widi a ridier bufil 

lOAStntOffim and colours or bake pa&ts. As in pectarde ( 1157 ). 

1159. Maaipnr Spotted Babbler* Pellomeum njiceps voede Drignan 

Tdlomam nficeps tonlt Deignan, 1951,FostiIla, Yale Peabody Mus., No. 7:2 
(Kanglatongbi, Manipur) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL HAHES. None recorded. 

size and field ghabacters. As in 1154 but upper back streaked. See 
Museum J^gnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION ahd HABITAT. Resident. VaUcy of central Manipur. 
Same habitat as diamehan, 

CZNESAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and BREEDiNO. As in mandelliu 

MtaKUU DtACNosa. Un^^iparts like diondtun but diSen in having the forriiead, 
crown azKl nape chestnut rather than rufom; blackish brown centres to the feathers 
of the u^>ennost back obsolescent (tonfra sharply defined); broum of remamiog 
u pp er p ar t s d ee p er in tone. < 

HEASuazuzim and colours or barb parts. As in pectorcU (1157). 

1160. Marak Spotted Babbler* Ptllomtum pahistre Gould 

PdionnmpdMdn Gould, 1872, Bds. Ada 3: pL 65, pL 24 (Cachar, Assam) 
Baker, FBI No. 2-16. VoL 1 : 242 
Plate 75, &g. 19 

LOCAL NAME.' Do^pridpit kodttha {CsdiMp)* 

czE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

raiD CHARACTERS. UppcTparts and t^ oUve^brown; lores whitish; 
of z^ck, flanks and a band across the breast oriiraceous, more or less 
streaked with brown; chin white; throat and upper breast w’hite streaked 
with brown; centre of belly white, sides oli%'e-brown; under tafl-coverts 
ochraceous. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished firom P. rajic^ by its uniformly coloured upperparts, and 
firom P. oZWpenlrf by its heavily striped throat. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. An endemic spedcs. Resident 
locally common, NEFA fiom the Miri Hills to the Mishim Hills and Sadiya, 
A ssa m in the plrins of the Brahmaputra, the plains and upland grass hills 
of Cacha r and Khasi Hills, and East Paldstan in Sylhet and the Chittagong 
r^on; firom the plains to 800 m. Affects great tracts of reeds and coarse 
high grass alongside swamps and rivers, clephant'-grass and also bushes 
and low treejungle on marshy ground. 
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CENERAL HABITS. A great skulker, easily overlooked, though call-notes 
are constantly uttered. Difficult to observe; when flushed, flits in a radzer 
lopsided manner from one patch of grass to another. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls, A loud double cluip eJn-dieso * rcv*ersc of that of 
Chiyscmna altirostre * (1234) (Stevens) heard in the same facies. 

BREEDiNO. Season, during monsoon firom the end of hfrty onward. AVrf, 
like that of the Spotted Babbler, a baU of grass lined with finer grass or a 
few rootlets,' placed on the ground among grasses and roots, always more 
or less covered by the matted roots or fallen debris. Eggs, tike yrryiU replicas 
of P. Tujktps. A\'crage of 14 eggs 20-6 X 15-7 mm (Baker). 

ML*sEiaf Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Species and Fidd C2iaxactcrs. 

'IfEASUREUENTS 

- \Vmg Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

9 62-68 f. 15 . e. 26 64-69 mm 

(Baker) 

cot.ouRS OF BARE PARTS, liis browzi. BUI: upper mandible deep brown, lower 
pale brown. Legs and feet fleshy brown (Hume), pale homy blue (Stevens), 

Pellorneuh ruscocAPiLLUit (Blyth) 

Key .to the Sobepeciea 

Page 

A Crown fulvous with diocolate-bTOwn tips P.f. hdexi^ 123 

B Crown chocolate-brown 


a Darker P./. icortilZwa 124 

b Paler P-f- fttseoaipUlm. 122 


1161. Browncapped Babbler* PeUorruumfiscocapiUumfuscocapiUian 
(Blyth) 

D^mocaiaphtu JitseocepUlus Blytii, 1849, Jom.AsiaL Soc. Bengal 18:815 
(Colombo, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 249, VoL 1 : 245 
Plate 75, frg. 16 

LOCAL NASOS. Pemdtl-hmtUS, Psdx Hang (* give me dodi *, onomatopoeic. 
Sinhala). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length 16 cm (6J in.). 

FIELD characters. Ahoot, brown wiiii a darker brown cap. Below, and 
sides of head cinnamon; tail brown narrowly tipped widi buff. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Common resident. Ceylon, finm 
die foodiilU to 1650 m, from the northern Dry zone in the west to the 
southwest Wet zone and cast through the hills. (See map, p. 1 16.) Affects 
dense forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Vcry dmilAr to those of the Spotted Babbler, as are 
also its nesting habits and voice. Found in pmrs, spending most of the 
time on the ground, turning over dead leaves in search of insects. Very 
shy but may easily be discovered by its calls (q»v.) or by the rustling of 
dead leaves. 

FOOD. Insects. 
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VOICE and caixs. Very rimilar to those of the Spotted Babbler. A. 
monomnously reputed, cl^ whistle rendered as prit-tee dear or to meetjou, 
the middle note jntriied higher. Soi^, utt e red dur ing the breeffing season, 
a quai n t Uttle lilting song, wlus tllng up and down the scale. Both ca ll and 
song are easily imitated, thus the calling bird may be decoyed wtlun riew. 
Alarm-note, a sharp trif or rapid gu{t-it~U} scolding note a low ehr eftrr chrr, 
BREEDINO. S^a^on, February to April and September to December; 
chiefly March-ApriL JVerf, a ball of dead leaves loosely put together, with 
a large entrance at one side, sometimes talcing up almost the whole of the 
■Side; lined with a few semi-decayed leaves and fine leaf- or fem^talks neatly 
pressed around the inside. Usually placed on the ground among a litter 
of fallen leaves in wHch it blen^ perfectly, more generally at the foot 
of a large tree or cardamom clump, occarionally tinder a tea bush, or in 
a decayed hollow in a tree near the grotind; once in a crevice in a bank, 
about one metre firzm the ground. The rile is almost always in heavy forest, 
EggSf generally 2, sometimes 3, vriiite or nearly so, exceptionally tinged with 
buff or greyish green, profusely speckled or with small blotches of brown, 
red-brown, purplish brown or blackish brown, slightly more numerous at 
me large end, sometimes forming a ring or cap (FUlUps). Average size of ten 
eggs 22*2 X 16*2 mm (Baker). The bird rits very closc^and the majority of 
nests arc found as it flies out suddenly at one’s feet. Male shares in incubation, 
Mdseuu DiACNOsa. See Key to the Subspedo. 
loAsuRziacm 


Wing 

Bm 

Tantii 

Tan 

73-75 

(&om ikuil) 



lB-19 

27-28 

66-69 mm 

67-70 

17-18 

25-26 

57-60 mm 


(HW) 

Wei^t 7 SO g (SDR). 

oaujuRi OF BARE PARTS. Irfs fcd. Bill: up per mandible brown, lower pink. 
I^g* and feet pinkish brown. 


1162. Bale Browncapped Babbler* Pellomeum JuscoccpUlam baiculti 
(Wells) 

SatoddJaJksda^ hcl^adH'WcBs, 1919, BoIL BriL Om. d 39: 69 
CTiincomalee, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 250, VoL 1 : 245 
wxrALKAxo. AsinllGO. 
czE. Bulbul — ; length e, 16 cm (6J in.). 

REU) CHARACTERS, As in 1160. 

iTATos, DisTRiBunoN and HABrTAT. Common reddent. Ceylon, in the 
low-country Dry zone. (See map, p. 116.) Affects scrub and uadagrowth, 
HABITS, POOD and VOICE- As in 1160. 

B REEDp ro. Season, March and December.- AVrf and eggs, as in 1160, 
Mcsiux DiAOjfOta. ^£renfitsntiienomisatsrsee(1161)initspalercolont&o 
Crown and nape chocoUte-brown irrttirad of blackiih; remainder of 


upperparts oUve-brown cf eboedate-brown. Sido of head and whole lower 

plumage warm brownish buff instead of chestnut-bufll 

UEASUREllEKTS 


AVing 

Bm 

Tanos 

Ta3 


(fiom skull) 



65-77 

17-18 

26 

58-69 mm 

70 

18 

25 

59 mm 


(HW, SDR) 

COLOURS OP BARE FARTS. Ixis red-browxu EiH brown, p in kah at tip. Legs 


pinkish, feet more whitish. 


] 163. Ihuky Browncapped Babbler* Pellomeum Juscocapillxm seortillum 
Ripley 

PeUemsam faseoespUhsn seordUsBn Ripley, 1946, Spolia 2^eylanica 24 : 226 
(Bakwana, Ceylon) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL KASIZS. As US 1161. 

rrrp^ Bulbul — ; length c. 16. cm. (6} in.). 

PHXD CHARACTERS. As in 1162. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION Mid HABITAT. Common resident. Ceylon, in the 
low-country Wet zone and the southwest face of the hills. Affects thidc 
secondary scrub * in forest of the wettest areas (around the Sinharadja 
Forest) * — Flullips. (See map, p. 116.) 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1161. 

BREEDINO. SeasoTt, February, Ifest and eggs, as m 1161. 

Muszuu Diagnosis. Diflers fimn fos^ioccpUhsn in being darker, more s a tur ated 
on the lower parts and with m tendency to be da^er on the upperpartL Differs frem 
beieulti in being darker axtd smaller. 

MZASURZXZNTS 


IVing 

Em 

Tama 

Tan 


(&nni fenthen) 


' 

67,72 

17 

25 

59, 63 mm 

68 . 

16 

25 

55 mm 


(SDR) 

ElD (firom skull) 4 d'<^ I&-20; 19 1^ (Desfisyes). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTI. As In 1161. 

Pellorneum albiventre (Godwin-Austcn) 

Key to the Snbepedea 

Darker; white on bdly more egte n s ive P. «. igmtm 

Paler; vdute on belly mostly washed wxtii nsty. ,,,P,c. eUdstairt 
CC Ripley, S. D., 1949, Bis 91: 414-21. 

Ripley, S. D., & Hall. B. P., 1954, iKr 96: 486-7. 
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, 1164. Asstloh 'BT o^vn 'BvihhX^r* Pellomeum albivmtre albivenire 

' - (Godwin-Austcn) 

JfeoTjns (dbiDcntris Godwin-Austen, 1876, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 45: 199 
(Manipur Valley) 

Ttrrdinus nagaaisis Godwin-Austcn, 1877, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist, Scr. 4, 20: 519 
(Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 247 (part), Vol. 1 : 243 
Plate 75, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAME. ' Z)flo-eXiifr(Cacl^in)T 

SIZE. Sparrow length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

field characters, a small brown short-tailed babbler ^vith whitish, 
faintly spotted throat, whitish belly with a rusty wash on breast and flanks. 
Sexes alike. See also Key to the Species. 

The very similar TickelFs Babbler (1166) has a creamy buff unspotted 
throat concolorous with rest of underparts. Abbott’s Babbler (1167) is 
ako similar but larger, with an unspotted greyish white throat. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident subject to short vertical 
movements, locally common, more so in the higher parts of its zone. The 
foothills of Bhutan (Deothang) and NEFA,in the North Lakhimpur district, 
the hills of Assam from Margherita to Cachar, Nagaland, Manipur, and 
East Pakistan south to the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Affects scrub gro\^ in 
lQ^v-lying forest land (winter), bamboo jungle and heavy cut-over scrub, 
from 500 to 1500 m, reaching the plains in vdnter. 

'ExtrallmitaU Extends to western Burma (Chin Hills and Mt Victoria). 
The species ranges east to Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Little known. A great skulker; very shy and retiring. 
Found in pairs near the groimd in thick tangles of secondary or bamboo 
growth; avoids dense shady forest. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A sharp chicky some soft low chuckling notes, and 
a lo\vr clear whistle. Alarm, a low rippling note. 

BREEDiNO. SeasoTty May to July. J{esty a globular structure, sometimes 
only partially domed or even just a deep cup, made of grass and bamboo 
leaves and lined with grass; placed in bamboo clumps, bushes overgrown 
with creepers or occasionally in clumps of grass or weeds, between 60 and 
120 cm from the ground, seldom higher or lower. EggSy 3 or 4, rarely 5, 
pale cream to warm brick-colour profusely covered by speckles and tiny 
blotches of brick-red. Average size of 200 eggs 20 x 15*1 mm (Baker). 
Nests sometimes brood-parasitized by Hawk-Cuckoo, Cuculus sparoerioides 
' (Baker, JBNHS 17; 363). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from ignotum (1165) in being paler, more rufotu 
above; throat faintly spotted, white area of belly more restricted and, except for 
centre, washed with tawny-olive. Young birds have the edges of secondaries and 
greater wing-coverts more distinctly reddish brown. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



58-60 

14-15 

22 

47-59 mm 

53-58 

14-15 

— 

40-56 nun 


(Kinnear, SDR) 


Wd^t 2 o’ 21, 22 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris rcddish brown. Bill: upper mandible black, brown 
or pale bluish homy; lower mandible blue-grey. L^ brownish flesh. 


1165. Mishxni Brown Babbler. Felbmam albtvcntft ignotum Hume 

PelloTTutm igrwtum Hume, 1877, Stray Feathers 5: 334 (Sadiya, N-E. Assam) 
Baker FBI No. 247 (part), Vol. 1 : 243 
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SEE. Sparrow length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1164, q.v. 

CTATUs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to short vertical 
movements. Mishmi Hills and Sadiya. Affects bamboo jungle and 'secondary 
growth. 

'^GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1164. Easily mistaken for 
Spotted Babbler (1153) when flitting for cover, but its short ^vrcn•Ukc tail 
is diagnostic. 

BREEDINO. As in 1 1 64. 


MusEtm Diagnosis. Differs from clbicentre in being darker on the upperpartj; 
below mostly white, the throat mostly unspotted, a faint indication of gre>ish brown 
pectoral band; extensive area of white on belly. 


measurements 

Wing 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tail 

5 (?(? 

58-60 

(from skull) 

15 

22 

43-49 mm 

4 99 

54-57 

— 

— 

41-45 mm 




(SDR) 

COLOURS OF BARS PARTS. 

As in 1164. 




Genus Trichastoua Blyth 

Trichastma Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11 : 795. Type,' by original daig- 
nation, Tr.fifkflJtffma) wfrefan: Blyth 

Malacocxixla Blyth, 1845, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 14; 600. Type, by raonotypy, 
MaUcocvula AbbotH Blyth 

Very similar to Ptllomeum, T. HektUi being intermediate, but bill more compressed 
laterally and rictal bristles well devdoped. 


Key to the Specie* 

Larger; throat greyish white 

Smaller; throat creamy buff. 


T. elbetti 

T. HAullx 


1166. Tickell’* Babbler. Triehastema lickelli assammsis (Sharpe) 

flrym««toeAn.-atrenmu Sharpe, 1883, Cat. B*. Brit. Mui. 7: 557 (Dhollah, Amm) 
Baler, FBI No. 253, Vol. 1 : 248 
Plate 75, fig. 17 

LOCAL NAME. Doib~bush(t (Cachan). 

SIZE. Sparroty; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 
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X c. 1 


FiEUJ CHARACTERS. A small, long-legged, 
short-tailed, mostly terrestrial babbler. Above, 
'olive-brown; below, huffish white. Sexes alike. 
Abbott’s Babbler (1167) is la^er and has a 
greyish white throat. For distinction between 
this and Pellomeum babblers, see under Brown 
Babbler (1164). 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoN and'HABiTAT. Resident subject to vertical move- 
juents, locally common. NEFA from the Dafla H il ls to the Mishim Hills, 
Assam from the Garo Hills to Margherita and East Pakistan in ffie 
northeastern and Chittagong hill tracts; presumably also the Naga Hilb 
and Manipur. From the pimns to 2100 m, optimum zone 1000-1400 m; 
reaches the plains in winter. Affects heavy cut-over scrub, bamboo thickets 
near streams, open oi deep forest and practically any suitable coyer. 

Extralitnilal. Extends to northwestern Burma. The species is found 
throughout the Indochinese subregion and Sumatia. 

GENERAL HABITS. Found in pairs skulking in dense imdergrowffi. 
Feeds on the ground; when disturbed hops to the nearest cover and ffies 
mly with reluctance. 

FOOD. Insects. . 

VOICE and calls. A sharp Isip (Stevens); alarm-notes, a soft nppling 
:hir-chir (Baker). CaU-notes, a loud pil-jou . . . pit-you uttered fairly rapidly 

fSmythies). ' , , ... 

BREEDINO. Season, March to June. Nest, a domed-or scim-domed struc- 
ture much like that ot Pellomeum species but more compact, tidy and wcU- 
built- roateriaU are fine bamboo leaves and grass; lining scanty, of a few 
fine grasses. Placed on the ground or in bushes or bamboo clumps ncir the 
ground preferably in open glades by streams. Eggs, 3 or 4, of An Pellomeum 
fvpe: pale oUve-grey densely covered with freckles or small blotches of 
reddish brown or olive-brown. Average size of 60 eggs 19-9 X 15'7 mm 

Diaonosb. See Key to the Species. Differs from Pellomeum oliioenire 
by its bulHsh white undeipaits and unspotted throaL 

measurements 

(J1 9 wing 64-67; tail 50-55 mm (Baker). 

■ 1 o' Wing 62; bill (culmcn) 16; tail 51 mm (SDR). 

.COLOURS OF DARE PARIS. Iris reddish brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown. 
Legs brownish grey. 

1 167. Abbott’s Babbler. Triohastoma abbotli abboth (Blyth) 

Moloeoeinelo Abbolli Blyth, J845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 601 
(Ramrec Island, Arakan) 

Moloeoeinelo obtoll! omobilis Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 
(Nichuguard, Naga Hills) 

Baker; FBI No. 267, Vol. 1 : 260 
Plate 75, fig. 18 

moAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 



SIZE. Bulbui — ; length e. 15 cm’ (6 in.). ,, , 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A bituvn, sliort-uilecl 

terrestrial babbler. Above, oUve-brotvn. Mow, 
throat greyish white; centre of belly whiush, 
washed on breast and flanks with ohvc ; under 
taU-coverU bright ochraccoui. Sexes abke. 
Voice (q.v.) is distinctive. 

X , , . Ttek^’s Babbler (1 166) is smaUer and has 

a buffeh white throat. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtrnoN and habitat. Resident, trough 

Himalayan foolbilis from the terai of eastern Nepal and ® 

the Bhutan foothills and NEFA to the S, 

East Pakistan in the northi^tern ravines and broken 

Nagaland and Manipur In Tgfed thickets in 

in p^'l^ brushwood near die ground, and m the same limited area ay 
after day, 

A loud distinedve caU of three notes dropping ’ui 
•''b n the S nmc, or sometime, four notes, dte fust low, the olte 
pitch on Ae ^ (Smylhies). According to Fleming, ih^ 

^Tis abduct, the male leading off with pooPol bear foUowrf by the female 
eipnr dear' the phrase sometimes becomes poor ol dear bei^ deatu 
Season, chiefly April and May. extending i-lf" 
a b^ cup of dead-leaves, bracken frond^ weed-stems, a ™ ,5 
tra^th a good Uning of rather coarse red roots, averaging 12 to 15 ™ 
S^aihetcr. Placed near the ground in busha, bnars, weed, or 1 ^ 

pnlt“t the base of the frond, 3 to 5, bn’iffi. 

liA a few bold blotches and a few Tx 

lying spots of lavender. Average size of 20 cgp 21 • 8 X lb t 

Wlili^turbed, the birds slip qmeUy ovct J^und, 

proceed for a few yards wth rather a fussy flight ^fore reaeffi g 
when they soon get out of sight wiffi long hop. 
bv Violet Cuckoo, Chalciles xanlhorbynehus (Baker, JBNHS 1 . 

^Museum DlAONOSts. See Key to the Species and Field Oiaractets. 

”^“^Wing Bill Tami, ' Tril 

,, ‘’T.r 

grey. Legs brownish flesh. 
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Genus PokatorhiNus Horsfield 

PmMfcfKraoHonOdil. IS2I, Tram. Linn. See. London 13: 164. Type, bymonotypy, 
PcmeioHiveii mafUamn Horsficid 

Principal distinguishing feature is the long, slender bill, as long as dr longer 
than the head, curved dosrasvards, ahvap compressed. Nostrils bare. Feathers of 
forehead short and rounded. Tail longer than ss-ing, much graduated, the outer 
rectrices not -rreeding three.<iuarteis the length of the central pair. Noisy sodable 
birds. All species lay white, unspotted eggs; nest on or near the ground. 


Key to the Species 

Page 

A A white lupcrdZium n ^ . lic 

1 Throat and breast fcmigincms or ochraceoxis P.jermginosus 

2 Throat white or whitiah 

a Bin less than 25 mm '. F- nJiaUis 1S3 

b Bill more than 25 mm 

i Crown mostly slate-grey schis^ceps 129 

ii CErown tawny olive txhracn^tps 147 

B No white supcrdliiim 

3 Flanks fciTu^ous * P. eiy^tnger^s 141 

4 Flanks ilale-grey 144 


PouATOJmunJS scsnsncEPs Hodgson 


Bley to the Subspecies 

A Sides of neck diestnut 




132 

2 Ear-werts slate-grey 

a Paler; rufom hind-collar more marked 

s. ayptanthis 

133 

b Darker; rufous hind-collar hardy indicated 
i \Vmg over 100 mm 

.....P. s. schxstueps 

131 

ii Wingimder lOOmm 

P.s.Uucogaster 

130 

B Sides of c^k not chestnut 

3 Flanks and under tail-<overts rufescent olive-brown; no black 
edging to plastron 

137 

d Above olive-brown 

. . . .P. s. holdsiccrlhi 

136 

4 Flanks and under tail-coverts a cold grey-brmvn 
e No bUck edging to plastron 
iii General colotir olive-brmvn 

.P. i. maderaspatensu 

136 

iv General coloxrr grey 

P. s, ebseums 

133 

f A black edging to plastron 

V General colour olive-brown.... 

, .P. j. trasaneoreensis 

135 

vi Intermediate between iv and v 

P. s. korspeldii 

134 


1168. West Himalayan Slatyheaded Sdmitar Babbler* Pomaiorkvaa 
schisticfps lewo^asta Gould 

Fomatorkmu Imagasier Gould, 1838, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 137 
(Himalayas «=* Simla) 

PcjTtaior^trKifpitximShzrpCf 1683, Chf. Bds, Brit. Mus. 7; 413 (NIV. Himalayas) 
Baker, FBI No. 202, Vol. 1 : 208 (== pir^Ii) 

xx}CM. HAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE, Bettveen bulbul and myna; length e. 22 cm (8J in.). 
held characters. As in 1169, q.v. 

STATUS, msTRiBxmoN and habitat. Resident, fairly tajmmon. IVcsicm 
Himalayas from Kangra to Garhwal, from the foothills to c. 1500 m. Affects 


Pomotorhlnn sdifsticeps 



Imogostn (ii68). 

\c^tcnthiu (1171)* 

^ irarancoreensis { 1 * 74 ).] 

{TTuIanumt (1177). 


jcMstiups {1169). 
cbsnffiis liiy2). 
madeTOspaiaisis 

(ttys). 


^gnjKmcht{ii7o). 
/msfitldii (1173). 
heUswoTlhi (ityb). 


thirl- jungle, vrell-woodcd ravines, bamboo' thickets and heavy patches of 
scrub. No seasonal movements. 

CENERAi. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. Asia 1169. 

BREEDmo. Season, March to August. Jfest, domed, made of grass bents, 
dead leaves and tendrils, lined trith fine rootlets, usually placed on a sloping 
bank among herbage. Eg^s, 3 or i, white. Average size of 12 eggs, 25-4 X 
19.5 mm (feker). 
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Museum DiACKons. Like schisHceps (IIW) but smaller and rather more olive- 
grey on upperparts and edges of wing, and slightly paler chestnut sides to neck and 
body. Not a very distinct form, 

MEASITKEMEKTS 

^ 9 \Ving 85-95 mm, generally c. 90-91 nun (Baker). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 1169. 


1 169. East Himalayan Slatyheaded Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorhinus 
sch\slic€pi sekistiups Hodgson 

Pomatorhimis schisticepsHod^oUi 1836, Aslat Res. 19: I8I (Nepal) 
Pomahrhmis assammsis Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asial. Soc. Bengal 16: 451 
( A s sam , restricted to the Khasi Hills by Ripley, Synopsis: 349) 

Baker, FBI No. 199, Vol. 1 : 206 
Plate 74, fig. 18 

LOCAi. ;:aM£s. Pabdoa (Bengali); Pb^fum-pho, Pbarreeum-pha (Ixpcha); 
(Parbuttia); Dao^bukv^galco (Cachari). 

SIZE. Between bulbul and myna; length 22 cm (81 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Ahove, olivc-browi, trith dark slaty crowm and a 

conspicuous white superdlium 
extending well behind the eye; 
curved black and )'clJotv bill* 
Lores and car-coverts blacHsh. 
Below, throat, breast and bcUy 
white bordertxi widi chestnut; 
lo\sxr flanks and under tail- 
coverts olivc-browTi. Sexes alike. 

P. TupcoUis is smaller and the white below is restricted to throat. P. ajtk- 
TOgatj’s has no superdlium. P, ockracexceps lacks any chestnut on the sides and 
has an orange bill. P. hpolnicos has slate-grey flanks and much longer bill 
and legs. P^fenuginostis has*a coral-rcd bill, 

STATUS, DCTFiBtrnoK and habitat. Resident, locally common. The 
Hitnala^’an foothills from Kumaon dux)ugh Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and 
NEFA to the Dihang riv’cr; northern West Bengal (sparii^ly in the plains), 
the Brahmaputra Vallc>’ (except for the range of a^ptanlhus), tlie hills of 
East Pakistan, Assam, Nagaland and Klanipur ; from the edge of the plains 
to 1500 m. Recorded in winter at 2000 m m Sikkim (Mciiicrtzhagcn) and 
abo\x 2000 m in Nepal (Sm>'thics). Affects hcav>' sccondarj" gro^^'th, scrub 
jungle, tmdcigrowth in forest, and mixed bamboo forest. 

Extralindtcl. North'vestem Burma (Upper ChindNvin district). The spcdcs, 
including jrwnlcrais, is found throughout the Indochinese subregion, rite 
Sunda Islands and Borneo. 

GEN-ERAX. HABrrs, Shy, secretive and a great skulker. In pairs during 
the breeding season, oihcnrisc in small parties often in company 
with Gemilex rvpccllis or Gcmpsorfijnehus nifulus. Keeps to dense bushes 
rummaging for food among the mulch on the ground or hopping :iTnosi^ 
the undergrowth, at times ascending trees. 

food. Insects, small seeds and berries. 
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VOICE and calls. Very similar to those of horsjieldn (1173) of the Western 
Ghats, q.v. ^Vhcn undisturbed and moving about in quest of food, the bfrds 
keep in touch by constant mcBow, gurgling, Bute-like calls and other mewing 
and churring notes. Ordinary call-note, a double whistle tjoo-tjoo or gouk-gouk; 
alarm, some very loud and shrill calls like kT^kTij*hTQ~kT7Q-kTTd (Heinrich). 
Song, a scries of short low whistled notes preceded by a single higher note 
01-u-u-u-u or xvoot-Q-oh-hooU The male is easily attracted by an mutation of 
its song. 

breedimc. Season, from the end of Ivlarch to June. Pfest, domed, egg- 
shaped, with the entrance at the smaller end, usually lying on its side, less 
often standing on its broader end. Saucer-shaped nests have been reported 
but arc cxccptionaL Usual materials arc bamboo leaves and grass blades, 
but sometiiDes others are used such as rootlets, tendrils, strips of bark or 
bracken leaves, very loosely interlaced, the nest hardly bearing removal 
or handling. Lining is of rootlets and finer grass blades. Location varies 
but most often the nest is placed low down in bamboo clumps or thick 
bushes up to about one metre, occasionally in a clump of grass or in a bank 
at the foot ofa tree. Eggs, 3 or 4, rarely 5, white. Average of 100 eggs 26-6 X 
19'2 mm (Baker). The birds sit fairly close and when disturbed tumble 
out of their nest to the ground, seek refuge in undergrowth, proceeding 
by long hops, and within a few moments uttering their losv hool^hoot. Both 
sexes take part in building and in incubation. Making of nest averages a 
^>od ten da>’s; incubation period imdetcrmincd. 

Museum Diacsosts, See Key to the Subspecies. •• 

Young, a dull edition of the adult; slightly browner above and all colours and 
demartadons leas pronounced. Biswas describes a young bird as bring reddish olive 
on upper side; nibus on forehead, rusty on breast and flanks. Primary and, tril 
characters pre sen L Postjuvenal moult complete. 

MEASITREMENTS 

IVing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

98-107 31-32 37 104-115 mm 

9 9 93-100 31-32 — 106-110 mm 

(BB, SA, Fleming) 

Wright Iri* 40 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irii j-clJow. BUI frilow, blade at base of upper 
mandible; gape of juveaSe bri^t "jtllow. Legs and feet plumbeous (HNV); <? 
gre^Tsh brown, 9 bluish slate (SDR). 

1170. Alishmi Slatyheaded Scsitutar Babbler. Porruslcrhinas schUticeps 
salimclii Ripley 

Pffrzstorhi^ etsVmm ssIhrtedH Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol Soa Washington 61:101 
(Tcru, Mishmi Hills, NE. Assam) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

EocAL KKsas, Nooc recofdcd. 

SIZE. Between bulbul and myna; length c. 22 cm (8} in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1169, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 
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STATUS,^ DisTRiBUTroN and HABITAT. Resident. Mishmi Hills, NEFA. 
Affects thick underbrush in evergreen forest. 

CfENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1169. 

BREEDtNO. As in 1169. 

. Museum Diagnosis. Compared to sdiisticeps has a darker, more blackuh cap 
and black car-coverts. Overall darker rufecent wth darter wing-coverts and edges 
of wing-feathen than e^tanihus. 

UEASUKEUEKTS 

12 (f o’ Wing 94, 97; bill (from skull) 31, 33; tail 95, 99 mm (SDR). 

OOLOUK5 OF BARE PARTS. Ifis palc red. Bilit upper mandible yellow, black at 
base; lower yellow. Legs brown, feet grey. 


1171. La l tWmp nr Slatyheaded Seixmtar Babbler* PomaioThinm 
schbliups e^ptanVtus Hartert 

Pomatorfttfaw 1915 ^ BuU. Brit. Ora. Cl. 36: 35 
(Margherita, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 200, VoL 1: 207 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Between bulbul and myna; length c. 22 cm (8J in.). 

FIELD CBARAcrTERS. As in 1 1 69, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, plentiful in the ibothills, 
sparingly in tbe plains. North, X«akbunpur Dirision of Assam, from Dibnigarh 
to Mmrgherita. Affects bamboo jungle, dense scrub and evergreen forest. 

OENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1169. 

BREEDIHQ. As in 1169. 

Museum Diagnosis. Like schtstietps but rufous hind-collar more marked. For 
distinction from sdimalii see 1170. 

measurements. As in scMsHups. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifis orangc^yellow. 2.egs dark slate. 

1172. Moimt Abu Sci m i ta r Babbler* PorMiorhbm sthbiiteps obscurm 
Hvune 

PomatoThirm Obscurm Hume, 1872, Stray Feathers 1 : 7 (Mount Aboo) 

Baker, FBI No. 207, Vol. 1:211 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

nzE. Between bulbul and myna; length c. 22 cm (8J in.). 

FIELD GHAEACTERS. As in 1174, q.v. Scc.Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBirnoN and habitat. Resident, locally common. South- 
western Rajasdian (Mount Abu and adjacent parts of AravalU Range), 
northern Gujarat (including Saurashtra in the Gir forest — Dharmakumar- 
Bxnhji, JBNHS 48: 188), inteigrading with horsjieldii south to the Tapti river; 
Madhya Pradesh in the Vindhya and Satpura ranges east to Balaghat, 
but extern limit needs re-determining. Confined to the hills. Affects bamboo 
groves, thorn jungle, deciduous and semi-evergreen forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD aod VOICE. As in 1169- 


BABBLERS 135 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adult. Iris reddish bfown. BUI orangc with Variable 
amount of dark brown at base of upper mandible; mouth pink. Legs and feet dusky 
plumbeous; soles lemon-yellovA Young, Lowcrmandiblcandtipofuppcrmandible 
pinkish flesh; base of upper mandible horny; gape pinlush flesh. Legs and feet 
plumbeous.^ 

1 1 74. Kerala Scimitar Babbler, Pomalorhinus jchbliccps 
travancoreaub Harington 
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BREEDiNO. Season, April to June. Kest and eggs, as in 1 174. 

Museum DiAcrrasn. Like (1173) but everywhere paler, more smoVr 

grey; no black band separating white of breast fixun upper plumage. Bill lone*- 
and larger. 

Y o u n g , like that of horsjieldii but reflects the radal differences. 

MEASUREMENTS 

7 o’ 9 Bill (from skull) 32-35 mm (HIV); other measurements as in hnJdJS. 

COLOURS OF bare' PARTS, Iris dark red. Bill dirty yellow, on the ridge 

at base of upper mandible. Legs and feet dark greenish plumbeous. 

1 1 73. Deccan Scimitar Babbler. PematoThvms scHbtxceps korspetdii 

Tomatmhhm horsjum Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool Soc, London: 89 
(Mahableshwar, Western Ghats) 

Baker, FBI No, 206, Vol. 1 : 210 
PUte 74, fig. 19 

LOCAL HAMU. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Beftveen bulbul and myna; length c. 22 cm (SJ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As lU 1 1 74, q.v, Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. RcsIdcnt, locally common. Southern 
Gujarat from the Tapri rivei south through h^arashtra in the Western 
Ghats complex to Goa and northern Mysore (Londa) (intergrades with 
obsevrus in the north and travancoTemsb in the south); eastern Orissa hills 
from about Hindol (c. 21®N. lat.) south through the ^tem Ghats complex 
to the Krishna river in eastern Andhra Pradesh where it intcrgradcs with 
maderaspaUnsb. From the foothills to c. 1000 m. Affects bamboo palcho, 
thorn scrub, dense bush jtmgle, deciduous and eve rgree n forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in U74. A mellow fluty cop- 
ps-pu-ps or oop-pu-pu-pS-pS, 

BREEDiNc. Season, February to May. AVr/ and eggs, as in 1174. Average 
size of 24 eggs 25*7 X 19*4 nun (Bak^). 

Museum Diagnosis, l-css grey than ebsevnir, less richly coloured than tropoh 
eoreensb and intermediate between the two; back dark earthy brown; dark edge of 
plastron blackish brown. 

Young (immature), crown uniform dark olive-brown without the black lateral 
streaks; upperparts more golden olive-brown, especially on wings and coverts; 
white feathen of lower throat with faint black tips; black edging to plastron replaced 
by bright ferruginous and continuing behind as a diffused nuchal collar; remaiDder 
of lower plumage washed and mottled vdth rufom. This plumage, in a more accentu- 
ated form, resembles that of adults of the Himalayan races of P, tehutiteps. 


MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) • 

Tarsus 

Tail 

cJt(Jt 91-100 

29-35 

31-35 

95-102 mm 

f 9 89-98 

29-35 

31-33 

92-lOS mm 
(SA, mv) 

Weight 12 di 9 35-53 (av. 43) g— SA 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bai 

(from skull) 

,TaTTUs 

Tail 

.90-104 

27-38 

33-35 

94-107 mm 

9 9 65-98 

28-33 

33(2) 

93-100 mm 
(SA. HW) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris rcddish bfowD. Bill ycllovr, basal half of culmcn 
including nostrils homy brown; mouth pinkish flesh. Legs and feet slaty or greyish 


brown; daws homy brown. 


Porrtatorhuuis horsjteldtt iraoancoreeTub Haringtoa, I9I4,Jour. Bombay nat Hist. SoC. 

23: 333 [Pccrmcll (ss= Peermed), Travancorc] 

Baker, FBI No. 208, Vol. 1 : 2 U 

LOCAL NAME. . Choldthduom (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Between bulbul and myna; length r. 22 cm (8} in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark olivc-browD and white babbler of the 
undergrowth wth conspicuous white supercUium, white throat, breast and 
centre of belly, and a long, curved yellow bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The Western 
Ghats and associated hills of southwest India from , Goa and northern 
Mysore (where it intergrades with horsfaldit) south through western Mysore, 
K^la and western Tanul Nadu. From almost sea level to the highest 
elevations (up to 2400 m in the Nilgiris). Affects evergreen and deciduous 
forest, patches of Slrobilanthes, thorn and Lantana scrub, bamboo jungle 
and cardamom sholas. 

GENERAL HABITS. Very elusive. Found in pairs during the breeding 
season, otherwise in small parties of four to ten, cither by themselves or 
in association with mixed hunting parties. Rummages under dense imder- 
growth in search of insects, flicking aside or turning over dead leaves or 
digging vigorously in the mul^ svith the long bill; also hops along moss- 
covered branches or up the trunks of trees in thb quest, diving into the 
undergrowth when alarmed. 

FOOD. Largely insects, grubs, spiders; also berries and flower-nectar. 

VOICE and calls. Very similar to those of the Himalayan races (see 
1169). Members of a flock or pairs keep in touch by mellow bubbling 
ok gurgling calls and ducts: a musical flute-like tvot-ho-ho-ho {oo-pG-pQ or 
oopQpGpG) (male) immediately followed by the subdued reply of the 
female Jtrfltrii or Jb-oAmi/, so promptly that it sounds like the ending of the 
same phrase. Alarm, a sharp Hr-r-f-r, 

BREEDING. Seoson, ovcTall October to May, ehiefly November to March- 
Pfest, Bkf* that of the nominate race (q-v*) • ^ loosely built ball of dead leaves, 
occasionally of moss, about 17 cm in diameter, lined wth fine graces or 
rootlets. Placed on the ground, on a sloping bank or under a bush; oc- 
casionally off the ground in a tush. Eggs, 3 or 2, white. Average of 
20 eggs 25'5 X IB'B'msn (Baker). Both sexes share m buildmg, rncubatjon 
(?) and tending the young. Incubadon period undetermined. 

Museum Diaonoso. like horsjiem but -upperparts a richer olhre-bro^ ; h^ 
darker than the back; plastron edged by a broad black band (f. narrow and blackish 
brown in horsfuldis) ; bill shorter. 


1175. Tamil Nadu Scimitar Babbler. Pemtorhinas schutiaps 
maderaspaSensb Whistler 

PmMahmas hasJUldii mdcr^pclmis WhbUer. 1936. Jour. Bombay ml^ Hitt. Soe. 
38: 699 (Kurumbapatti, Salem Diitrict, Madras) 

Not in Baber, FBi 


local iiMcu. Mmah pitta, Dtam pitta (TeloBu). , 

SIZE. Between bulbul and myna; length r. 22 
PIEUS CHARACIEE5. As iu 1174, q.v. ^ Museum 
STATUS msTRiBunow and kabitat. Common raidemt. Tbe louthOT 
.mm Ghats and assoeiat^ hills Andhra and ^ 


elevations. In same biotope as trmaicmerw. 

OENERAI HABrrs, Eoon and voice. As m 1174. 


BEEEnmo. As in 1174. 

Museum Dwokosb. Uketo>liiibutlackstheblackedge 


to the while plartioa 


IIEASUREMEMIS 


V V 


IWng 

Bill 

Taisua 


(Eromsksdl) 

31-35 

89-100 

29-33 

90-93 

30-33 

31-34 


Tail 

94-103 mo 
91-93 mo 
(SA) 


Wght 7 JVCJuno-Aug.) 43-50 (av. 47-8) g — SA. —ri-bfe 

otooss or BABE PABTS. Iris reddish brown. Bdl orange-yelloss 
. of dart brown at base of culmen; mouth pink. Legs and feet dusky plumbeous, 


1176. Common Ceylon Sdmltar Babbler. Pomntark^ $chistixfi 
holdswoTths \Vhisllcr 

>cmalarhiamhT,pUi!ha!daacrtV Whistler, 1942, BuIL Brit. Oro. Q. 62; 51-2 
(Ohiya, Ceylon) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

CAL NAME. Perffidel-hmdM (Sinhala). 

:e. Between bulbul and myna; length e. 22 cm (^^). 

SU, cHABAcrEBS. As in 1174, q.v. See Museum DognoaJ. 
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STATDS, DiiTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Common resident. Ceylon in the 
eastern hills and low-conntry Dry zone, from the plains to 1800 m. Affects 
■ deciduous and evergreen forest and well-wooded gardens. ’ 

general habits and food. As in' 1 1 74. 

VOICE and calls. A variety of chirps and rattles uttered while feeding 
or when sicpicious; other notes arc pop pop^pnr and a deep guttural ivoch 
wokoTTO* Pairs sing in duets; sonorous and pleasant notes pawp-a-pawp 
(male) answered by a quiet ka^kree (female) (Henry). 

BREEDING. Scosou, November to June, chiefly February to ApriL Pfest^ 
an untidy, rather deep, generally semi-domed cup of decaying leaves or 
dead grass, mixed wth plant stems, rootlets or strips of bark. In some 
nests the dome is well made, in others almost lacking; a scanty limng of 
rootlets, grass or dead leaves. Placed almost on the ground at the base of 
cardamom plants or other low vegetation, or among dead leaves at the 
foot of a baidc, occasionally in crevices and hollows in trunks of trees or 
in bushes, 30 to 60 cm above the ground, exceptionally up to 180 cm (once). 
Eggs, 3 sometimes 2, wHte. Average size of 32 eggs, 25 •! X 18*6 mm 
(Balir). 

Museum Diagnosis. like meUmurvs (1177) but upperparts, flanks and Viings 
olivaceous brown instead of rufous olive-brown; crown and tail nearly black. Differs 
from the south Indian races in having the flanks, vent and under tail-covdrts 
dive-brown instead of grey-brown. Also lacks the black edging to the plastron like 
maderaspatensis. Complete moult takes place between the end of Jime and the begin- 
ning of December. 


measurements 

Wing 

BDl 

Taisus 

Tan 


87-94 

' (from skull) 
26-29 

- 30-33 

85-90 mm 

99 

82-88 

27-29 

30-32 

82-86 mm 


(HVV) 

COLOURS or SAR2 PARTS. Itis rcddish brown; orbital region dull blue. Bill 
ydlow, b l ac ki s h at base of upper mandible. Legs and feet plumbeous grey. ■ 


1177. Southern Ceylon Scimitar Babbler. Pomatorhintis schbtiups 
melamtms Blyth 

TomatorJdma m^Zanamr Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat, Soc, Bengal 16: 481 
[Uragaha (restricted ^ Whistler), Ceylon] 

Baker, FBI No. 209, Vol. I: 212 
LOCAL NAME. PaosideUhmd^ (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Between, bulbul and myna; length r. 22 cm (8J in.), - 
HELP CHARACTERS. As in 1 1 74, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT, Common resident, Ceylon, in the 
low-country Wet zone mid western hill zone from the hUh cast of Matalc 
south through the Peat range to the Sinharadja Forest area, west to Uragaha 
and cast to Ratnapura. From the plains to c. 2000 m. Affects moist-dedduous 
and evergreen forest. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1174. 


VOICE and calls. As in 1176. 

BREEDINC. As in 1 176. 

hIcsEUM Diagnosis. Difiers from the south Indian races in having the 
\’ent and under tail-covcrts rufous olive-brown of grey-brown. Also the 

black edging to plastron Kke v^deraspaiensis. DiHers from holdszeorlM in having the 
upperparts, flanks and wings rufous olive-brown, 

MEASUREMENTS 

Bill Tarsia 

(from skuU) 

4 (fc? 88-90 28 31-33 

^ I V 86 28 31 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in koldsWOTthL 

POUATORHINUS RUHCOLLTS HodgSOn 
Key to the Snbspedes 


A Upperparts olive-brown P.r.hakm 140 

B Upperparts ruddy brown 

1 More richly coloured P. r. godmrn 159 

2 Less riddy coloured, more naty tinge below P. r. nfieoUu 138 


1178. Nepal Rtxfonsnecked Scunitar Babbler. Pomalorhxmis ruJicoUis 
Tuficollis Hodgson 

Pomaiorhhms rvJicoUis Hodgson, 1836, AsiaL Res. 19: 182 
(Nepal, restricted to Kathmandu VaUcy by Ripley, Synopsis) 

Baker, FBI No. 214, Vol. 1 : 216 
. PUte 74, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul length c. 19 cm (7^ in.). 

FIELD CKABACTERs. .dtooT, olivc-brown; a conspicuoiis wlute supcTcUium 
from bill to nape; a black band from lores to car-coverts; a rufous-chestnut 
patch on sides of neck. Below, throat white, rest of underparts rusty brown, 
the breast streaked with wHte. Bill shorter, less curved than in other scimitar 
babblers. Sexes alike. For distinction from other somitar babblers, see 
1169. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, with some downwards 
movement in mnter; locally common. The Himalayas from Kunmon 
(Almora and Lohaghat) cast through western and central Nepal to the 
Arun-Kosi; from 1400 to 3300 m, decending in winter as low as 800 m. 
Affects tiuck forest, or open forest with dense undergrowth and scrub on 
hillrides. 

GENERAL HABITS. In pairs during th^breedmg season, otherwise in 
small parties of a half-dozen in^vidtiak, sometimes in company wth 
other babblers, working over areas of twenty or thirty metres across, usually 
foraging on the ground where they noisily throw up dead leaves while 
looking for food. Occasionally clings upside down, like a woodpecker or 
nuthatch, on the underside of a moss-covered branch in the quest. Very 


Tril 


84-89 mm 
84 mm 
(HW) 


BABBLERS 139 

shy; when disturbed, flics up into thicker cover, soon descending to the 
ground again to resume activities. Often flutters up into a larger bush and 
stands flirting its tail, or gradually hopping further up towards the top 
of the bush and then flying down into lower bushes agmn. Flight rather 
heavy and ungainly. 

FOOD. Insects and giubs. 

VOICE and calls. Has the same range of harsh churring notes and 
pleasant fiute-Ukc calls as other sdmitar babblers. When questing for mate 
which has become separated, utters a* double-noted call very rcmimsccnt 
of the Redvented Bulbul, but louder and with a thrush-like dearness, 
^ repeated persistently every few seconds while hopping around, in obvious 
expectMcy of an answer (SA). Another ngll rendered as pra — pre-deeeed 
(Fleming). For description of song, see 1179. 

BREEDiNO. Season^ April to June. Kest and eggs, as in bakeri (1180). 

Museum Diagnosis. The nominate subspecies differs ffrom godwim (1179) in 
being less ridily coloured abo\'c and with a more rusty tinge bdow. Tarsus and 
hinddaw shorter. 

Young (immature), like adult but upperparts, tail, edges of wings and streaks of 
underparts more rufous, less olive. Primary and tai l characters present; pos^uvcnal 
moult complete. Suhadult more rusty above tlian adult. 

Note: Thb speacs is much subject to foxing; old tinm become very rufous and 
look more distinct from fresh skins than from other races (Whistler). 

MEASUREMENTS 


d’9 

IVing 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Hinddaw Tail 

76-83 

22-23 

31-34 

11-12 80-87 mm 

(Kinnear) 

<?<? 

74-83 

23-2S 



— 84-86 mm 

99 

73-84 

23-24 

— 

— 80-91 mm 


(BB, Fleming) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris o' pale red to crimson, 9 reddish brown to 
pale brown; cj*clids plumbeous. BUI: upper mandible blade with ydlow tip, lower 
yeflow or )*dlowish white. Legs brown, feet slate; soles dull yellow. 

1 179. SOddixi Rnfousne^sed Scunitar Babbler. Pomi^oThxiws ruJicoUis 
godwim Kinncar 

PernsSorkirats raPeoUts godsnia Kinnear, 1944, Ibis 86: 79 
(Chungkar, Trasbigong-Duwengiri Road, SE. Bhutan, 6000 ft) 

Not in Baker. FBI 

local name. Bldekxnk (Parbadya). 

SIZE. Bulbul length e. 19 cm (74 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1178, q.v. S« Museum Diagnosis. 

TTATUs, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Common resident, with some 
downwards movement in winter. Eastern Nepal firom the Arun-Kosi cast 
through Sikkim, Bhutan, south Tibet and NEFA to the Dafla Hills (and 
presumably farther cast though records arc lacking). Of the scimitar 
babblers, this species occupies the highest zone — from 1500 to 3000 m, 
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optimum zone c* 1800-2400 m. Descends in winter to 700 m, but has 
also been recorded as high as 3000 m at this season. Affects thick forest, 
scrub-covered hillsides, rhododendron shrubs and bracken at the higher 
altitudes, tea-gardens and edges of jungle near them. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1 178. 

VOICE and calls. Frequently indulge in what seems to be callmg and 
answering each other, several individuals jmning in. Call a soft, musical, 
double- or triple-noted off^n on or off~an~on (accent on off) reminiscent of 
call of Redvented Bulbul {Pjcnonalus cqfer — 1128), invariably followed 
by female’s prompt squeak in response (SA). Song varied but with one or 
two phrases forming the basis of the theme : povkUwvrki povki^wurki (rising) 
or pTTuni-wiUu-wiieti (falHng), these notes with variations often combined 
into phrase of lair length (lister). A common call [same as first ^ consists 
of three whistled note, the first being accentuated, the second on the 
same tone, the third about three tone lower; when heard at a short distance, 
reminds one of some cuckoo’s call (Heinrich). 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to June. Jfesl and eggs, as in 1180. Average 
size of 13 eggs 24 x 17*9 mm (Baker), 

Museum Diagnosis. More riddy coloured than nifiaUU\ rusty tinge below mudi 
reduced. Tarsus (?) and hinddaw longer. 
measurements 


Wing 

Bni 

Tarsus 

Hinddaw 

Tafl 

78-86 

(irom skull) 
22-26 

30-34 

12-14 

81-95 mm 

76-86 

22-24 

30-37 

12-15 

80-92 mm 


(Kinnear, SA) 

Weight 8 o'<J' 30-39 (av. 33-1); 5 9 9 26-35 (av. 30*2) g — SA 
colours op bare parts. Iris reddish brown. Bill yellow, basal two-thirds of 
upper mandible black. Legs and feet farowntsh plumbeous. 

' 1180. Cat-Iray Srimifar BahbTgr. PomMnrfttmt 

bakeri ILtfington 

J“cmctorftteajnrAwi/ix4fltmHarington, I914,Jour. Bombay naL Hist. Soc. 23; 336 
(Slullong, Khnria Hills) 

PomnSsrldrsts rufiaUis reefer Koelz, 1954, Contxib. Inst- Reponal Exploration, No. 1 : 

4 (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 215, VoL 1:217 
LOCAL NAME. Moh-tr^s (Angami Naga). 

SIZE. Bulbul i ; length 19 cm (7} in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1178, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, D g TR ffit moN and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. The 
of Assam, Nagaland, blampur and East Pakistan, from 900 to 15(X) m. 
Affects evergreen forest vdth dense undergrowth, open bamboo jungle, 
scrub- cov ere d hillrides and tluckets in scrub pastures. 

Extrdhmiel^ Extends to southwest Burma (on Ml Victoria mostly between 
2000 and SCKX) m). The spedes ranges cast to North Vietnam, Hainan, 
Formosa and north to Hupeh. 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 6: 141-144 


BABBLERS J4I 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1178. 

BREEDING. Seosoiiy April to July. A<w/, domed, made of bamboo leaves, 
each layer at right angle to the next, some fern leaves and grass, sometimes 
strengthened wth a few roots or weed-stems, but usually without binding 
and easily felling to pieces when moved; lined with rootlets. Most ncsu 
arc placed on sloping ground, sometimes low dosvn in bushes, rarely above 
one metre. Humid tree-forest with a good deal of undcrgrotvth is preferred 
as a site. Eggs, 3 to 5, generally 4, white. Average size of 50 eggs 23-4 x 
17*4 mm (Baker). Birds sit close and when disturbed leap away into cover, 
generally remaining in the vicinity^ every now and then giving an impatient 
hoot-hoot or chuckle. 

Museum Diagnosis. DiiTers from godwini in being paler and olive-brown above 
ratiier than rufous-brown; below more fulvous. ' 

measurements 

Wing 10 cf c? 77-84; 9 9 9 75-79 mm (Heinrich). 

Weight 2 (J'c? 31, 32; 2 9 9 27, 29 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Iris duU maroon. Bill pale yellow, dusky to about the 
nostrils. Legs and feet pale grey-flesh (HW). 

. PoMATORHlNUS ERYTHRO DENYS Vigors 


Key to the Subspecies 




Page 

A Flanks olivaceous 


143 

B Flanks rusty 



J TihfoaT white 

P. e. erythrogenys 

HI 

2 Throat greyish 

P. e. horingUmx 

143 


1181, 1182. West Himala yan S rfmitgy 

Pomalorhinus eiythrogenys erythrogenys Vigors 

PomatorhinusaythrogenysVigOTi, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 172 
- (Himalayas s= Slmla-Almora area) 

Pomaiorhinus Femtgtlatus Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 180 (Nepal)'- 
Baker, FBI No. 219, Vol. 1 : 220 
^ Plate 74, fig. 20 

LOCAL NAMES. Bdn-tSkra (Mussoorcc); Khokiya bhekura (Nepal). 

SIZE. Myna ±; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Ahovt, olivc-brown; below, lores, sides of head, neck, 
flanks, thighs and under tail-coverts rusty; rest of underparts mostly white. 
hong curved bill and light-coloured iris. Sexes alike. For distinction from 
other scimitar babblers, see 1169. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBunoN and HABITAT. CoDunon resident. The western 
Himalayas from the Jhelum valley (Murree) cast to west Nepal, inter- 
grading extensively in central Nepal with haringtoni; from 450 to 2200 m, 

* Most of Nepal is occupied by a variable, intergcading population; It appears unnecessary 
to uphold the name /errugilatus (1 182). See Biswas, 1962, JBNHS 59: 202-3; and Fleming & 
Traylor, 1964, FUlaiana 35: 528-9. 
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occasionally higher (up to 2700 m above Chakrata). Inhabits tluck scrub 
at the edge of forest and bramble thickets, dense ovc^gro^vn nullahs and 
bush-clad grassy hillsides. Avoids heavy forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Spends most of its time on the ground among Men 
leaves but at times %vill ascend trees with thrush-like hops. Mostly in pain 
in summer, in parties of half a dozen in winter. When perched on a branch 
the head and curved bill are held up while the tail droops down and ierh 
when the head is moved from side to side. 

FOOD. Insects, larvae, clirysalises, seeds and berries. 

VOICE and calls. Sing in duets. The male tvith neck upstretched utten 
a loud melodious whistle cue-pee or QjP (accent on fint syllabic) and h 
promptly answered by the female invariably in dose attendance, wth 
kip or quip» ^e female^s response follow’s so immediately that the three 
syllables sound as a single call coming from the same bird thus, q-p . , qtdp^ 
q-p . , quip, and so on (SA); also rendered as taok-took-Uek, This duettmg 
continues during the year except at nesting time when the female often 
feils to respond. See also 1184. Alarm-note, a gurgling answered 
by the femaleV rAt/r; also a variety of loud harsh quick-repeated chattering 
cke-che-oke-che notes like a jay’s (Gamilus) when agitated. 

BREEDiNC, Season, from mid Mardi to June. Jiest, domed or sometimes 
cup-shapcd'when well protected by thick foliage or projecting rock. Made 
of grass, .dead fem or bamboo leaves sparingly lincd'with fibres. Placed 
on sloping ground in an earth pocket or under the shelter of a bush, rock 
or tussodc of grass, looking very like a natural accumulation of rubbish. 
Breads much joaoreSn the open than is usual >rith other stdimtar hahhlen. 
Eggs, normally 3, white. Average size of 30 eggs 27*9 X 20-3 mm (Baker). 
Both sexes take part in nest-building, incubation and feeding the young. 
Incubation period undetermined. 

In a pair observe<l, copulation followed invitation by the 9 raising open 
and vibrating her wings, one at a time, uttering a soft chut-Qk, ekut-0:, 
chut-Gk, etc. and lowering the forepart of her body ^vhercupon the male 
hopped onto her back. The act,, with the same preliminaries, >vas repeated 
after r. 10 minutes, both birds collecting nest material in the interval (SA). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from haringtoni in being paler above and having 
the throat white. Nepal birds are intermediate and highly variable. 

Young (immature), like adult but all rusty parts paler. Upperparts, edges of 
wings and coverts have a rusty wash. Primary and tail characters present; postjuvcnal 
moult complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

/ Bill 

Tarsus 

TaU 


(from skull) 



95-101 

36-39 

36-38 

96-108 mm 

90-96 

35-39 

— 

96-99 mm 


(Rand & Fleming, SDR, BB) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris gTcyish whjtc. Bill greyish or pale homy brown, 
ivory white at base of lower mandible. Legs and feet fleshy brown. 
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1183. Sikkim Rixstyclieeked.Scdiaitar Babbler. Pomalorhinus 
eiythrogenys haringtoni Baker 

Pormtorhinus haringtoni 'B o}s£x, 1914, Bull. Brit. Om, Cl. 33: 123 (Darjeeling) 
Baker, FBI No, 220, Vol. 1: 220 
LOCAL NAMES. Tongo-hut-pho (Lepcha); Khokiya bhekura (Nepal). 

SIZE. Myna i; length e. 25 cm (10 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As Ju 1181, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. East 
Nepal (intergrading extensively in central Nepal >vith erythrogenys) t Sikkim, 
northern West Bengal duars, and Bhutan; frotn the foothills to c. 2100 m. 
Affects dense scrub on the edge of forest and about abandoned cultivation, 
ravines and scrub-covered hillsides. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1181. 

VOICE and calls. See 1181 and 1184. 

BREEDING, Season, April to June. Nest and eggs, as in 1181. 

Museum Diagnosis. Like eiythrogenys but darker olive above; ferruginous parts 
darker, nearer chestnut; throat, chin and upper breast dusky grey >vith whitish 

iSUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

92-99 34-39 36-40 91-103 nun 

> 9 9 88, 93 34, 35 35, 36 96 (1) nun 

(SA) 

light 8 <?<? 62-70; 3 9 9 59-61 g (SA, BB). 

LOURS OP BARE' PARTS, Irfs crcamy or greyish white. Bill bnnvnish flesh, 
dark brown for about half basal portion. Legs and feet brownish flesh; claws pale 
homy. Not different from other races. 


1184. Assam Rustycheeked Scimitar Babbler. Pomalorhinus 
eiythrogenys mcclellandi Godwin-Austen 
Pomatorhinw McCUllandiGodmn-hmieii, 1873, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 39: 103, 
pi. 2 (Khasia Hills) 

Pomatorkinus eiythrogenys erythrotisEoeiz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 38 
(Karong, Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 221, Vol. 1 : 221 


local name, Dao-gurrum buku (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna ±; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1 18I, q.v. Scc Musciun Diagnosis. ' 
STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. 
id the lulls of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and East Pakistan; from 750 
, 1800 m and probably higher in NEFA and in the Naga Hills. On Mi 
ictorla (Burma) it is found bet«-een 1400 and 2400 m, exceptionally up 
, 2600 m. Affects dry or moist forest, scrub jungle, secondary growth 

i clearings or abandoned cultivation. _ „ -u 

Exlran^lal. Extends to western Burma. The speacs ranges north to 
hensi and east to North Vietnam and Formosa. 


GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1181. 

VOICE and calls. The. song is a two-syllablcd rather deep and strong 
w'histle, the first note being about four tones higher than the^ iccom 
(H einrich), also answered without interruption by the females fend 
note quip. Scc 1181. The bird often sings for long periods of time 1mm 
the crown of a tall tree, so well hidden however that it a almost impowible 
to discover, , * ^ ^ v* 

BREEDING. Scoson, April to Junc. Nest, as in 1181. Eggs, 3 or 4, white. 
Average of 40 eggs 26*5 X 19-3 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from haringtoni in haring fee flanks olivaceous 
instead of rufous, and fee breast streaked wife dark ashy brown. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

(Ixom .bill} 

Tarsus 


86-96 

34-37. 

36^ 

99 

83-88 




Tail 

91-101 mm 
(SA, Heinrich) 


Weight 7 ePd* 57-70; 3 9 9 47-flI g (SDR, SA). 
colours of dare parts. Iris yellowish cream, creamy white or pale 
orbital akin dark purplish blue; upper mandible greyish brown, bladdfe ot 
brown at base, lower greyish or whitish brown, base yellow; legs and feet fovm 
to greyish brown (SDR). Not different from other races. 


1185. Large Sdunitar Babbler. Pomalorhinus hypoleucos fypoteucos (Blj'fe) 
Orthorhinus hypoleucos Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13:371 (Arakan) 
Baker, FBI No. 224, Vol. 1 : 222 
Plate 74, fig. 15 . 


LOCAL NAME. Doo-koot (Cachari). 

.SIZE. M^Tia^t j length f. 28 cm (11 in.). ^ « 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large, stTOng-footcd babbler with a long a ^ 
stout curved bilk Above, ofive-bromi, wings and tail brown; a rusty 
from eye to nape. Below, throat, breast and belly \vhite, flanks shriy, 
with white on sides of breast. Sexes alike. For distinction from other lami 
babblers sec 1169. 



STATUS, Dimummo.v and iiAnrrAT. Resident, locally common, 
in the Dafla and Miri HUIs, the head of Assam vaUey, Assam, Nagal^d (.), 
Manipur (?) and the hills of East Pakistan south and east of the Brahrrm- 
putra; in the foothills up to 1200 m, and adjacent plains. Keeps to W 
densest bamboo, scrub or cane jungle, reeds and elephant-grass; sorncum 
in hca^’y undergrowth in forest. 
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ExtrdwnSd. \Vcstcxn and northem Bunna. The spcdcs ranges cast to 
Vietnam and Hmnan. 

CENERAI, HAEm. Kccps inuch more to the ground than any other 
sdmitar babbler, hopping about in a very ung^nly manner. Bocs not fiy 
into trees unless prcss^ very closely. UstiiUy keeps in pairs, occasionally in 
yrnqTl parties; vay sktilking and more often he^ than seen. 

Foon. Insects, snails. 

VOICE and calls. A short chuckling note when feeding and undisturbed. 
Alarm, a loud and full hool-hoot-hoot. - 

BREEDXKc. SeosoTiy January to ApriL A'erf, a big semi*domcd structure 
usually made of bamboo leaves, sometimes mixed with grass or other 
materials, more or less scantily lined with rootlets, measuring about 35 
by 25 cm. Placed on the groimd in tangles of cane-brake, bambw or scrub, 
looking like a of wind-blown bamboo leaves. 'SVhen disturbed, the 
bird leaves the nest by huge hops. Eggs, 2 or 3, white. Average sixe of 12 
eggs 30*1 X 21-7 mm (Baker). . 

Musreu Diagkoss. Bill heavier, leas laterally compressed, and less curved 
in other sdinitar babblers. Sec Key to the Spedes and Field Characteis; for 
details of plumage Baker, loc. dt. 


UEAsnazsoem 



^Vins 

Bin 

(frem feaAen) 

Tama 

Tafl 


105-112 

f.40 

(from skull) 

C.38 

110-120 mm 
(Baker) 

1 dl 

103 

45 

41 

91 (worn) mm 

I 9 

102 

41 

41 

90 „ mm 


(Desfaya) 

COLOURS Of SAXE PAKTs. Iris bfown to dccp red-brown; naked patdi behind 
eye dull lirid or blinsh flesh-colour. Bill pale homy with a ydlow, grey or green 
tinge in it. Legs and feet pale plumbeous or slaty grey (Baker). 


POi£ATORHn\X*S FERRUCIXOSUS Bl)*th 


Key to the Sabsi>ec3es 




Page 

A Crown black; breast ferruginous 

P.f. fernginosns 

145 

B Crown olive-bTOwn; breast oAraceous 



a Crown slightly darixr than baA 


. 146 

b Crown concolorous wi A batik. . . . 


' 147 


1186. Sikldm Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler. PomstorhsmufeTTuginosus 
JemgirjisiLS Blyth 

Porr^hr hsm s/e mgir asss Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 597 (Daricriing) 
Baker, FBI No. 210, VoL 1 : 175 
, PUte 74, fig. 13 

LOC\L HAKES. TV ckuH, Pu-gortgoT (Dafla); BhateUt (Bhuda); Piong4xhsi, 
Poraeng-hst (Lepdia). 

stzE, Between bulbul and myna; length c. 22 cm (9 in.). 


nzLD CHARACTERS. Above, back and tail oli\•e-b^o^s'a, top of head black; 
a conspicuous white supcrciliurd, a broad black band from lores to car- 
coverts. Below, chin and malar stripe white, throat and breast ferruginous; 
rest of underpans olive-brown. Sexes 

The coral-red bill distinguishes it from all sdnntar babblers except P. 
ockracHceps which has a more slender and curved orange bill, and buffy 
underparts. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident, rather scarce in the 
western part of its range, commoner in the cast. East Nepal (there arc no 
post-Hodgsonian records), Sikkim, Bhutan, and NEFA cast to the Dihang 
river. Normally from c. 1200 to 3800 m, the latter altitude e%*ca in winter; 
also recorded from the duais and at 600 m in the Abor IBUs. Affects dense 
shrubbery and ringal bamboo jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As iafoTmosus (1187). 

BREEDiKC. 5rnmn,late April to end of June, Kest, as in 1187, Eggs, 3 
to 5, white. Averse size of 20 eggs 25*6^X 18*8 nun (Baker). 

Mesruu Diagnosis. Differs from fomords and phsjrd in having a black cap 
and faruginous (not ochraceous) breast. 

UEASUREUENTS 

Wing Bin Tairus Tail 

(from feathers) 

c3'9 87-55 27-28 29-30 99-110 mm 

(Baker, SA) 

Weigiit I 9 40 g (SA). 

COLOURS OP BARB PAR’is. Iris or goldcu ^'cllow. Bill deep coral-red. Legs 

and feet li^t ydlowish brown, sometimes with a gr e enish or leaden tint. 

1187. Assam Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler. Pomalorhimisfemigir^sus 
formasus Koclz 

Kodz, 1952, Jour. ZooL Soc. India 4: 39 
(Tura Mountain, Garo Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 211 (part), Vol. 1 : 214 
Plate 74. fig. 12 

LOCAL HAKES. DohiJot-g^os (Cacharf); Irra-gogo (Kacha Naga). 

SIZE. Between bulbul and myna; length c. 22 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1186 but CTmvn more or less concolorous with 
back, not black; breast much lighter in colour, ochraceous not ferruginous. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUnoH and HABITAT. RcsIdcnt, locally common. The 
hills of Assam south of Brahmaputra river, Nagaland, south to and including 
Manipur. From c. 900 to 1500 m; up to 2400 m in the Naga Hills. Affects 
thick forest and dense unde rg r o wth, especially along streams, bamboo 
jungle and outskirts of forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, Vciy clusivc and easily overlooked. Found in pairs 
or small parties, rummaging on the ground among fallen Icavts, slinking 
about in rat-like manner, mo\ing from cover to cover in big hops^ only 
taHng to wing when forced to do so. Flies much like a lauglung thrush 
^i^th alternate sailings and flappings. Very inquisitive and may be attracted 
by any no^•el sight or sound, 

FOOD. Insects and larvae. 


BABBLERS 


H7 148 


TIMALUNAE 


VOICE and calls. Very similar to those eAsekisHaps, A number of musical 
fluty calls — or oo-pU^pu-pu', alarm-note, a low, grating chan. 
like other sdmitar babblers, has a curious habit of calling until one is 
almost upon it and then quietly, without noise or caposur^ disappearing, 
only to call again some fifty metres fartiier on. 

BREEDiNO. Season, end of April to July. Afest, more or less oval, placed on 
its side, the entrance generally at Ac small end, mcasurii^ about 20 by 
10 or 15 cm made of bamboo lca\’cs criss-crossed in la^'crs, grass, vegetable 
fibres or bracken fronds hdd togcAer by tendrils and weed-stems. The 
lining is of fibrous strips, rootlets or fine grass. Placed on Ae ground or low 
do-wa in scrubby bushes, tangled grass or bamboo clumps; sometimes as 
high as a couple of metres in bushes or saplings. Eggs, 3 or 4, sometimes 5, 
w-hitc. Average size of 50 eggs 27' 1 x 19 *3 mm (Baker). 

Mcseum DiACNOsa. See Key to Ae Subs p e ci es. Similar to ph^a but edour 
dcEscr; crown olive-brown, darker Aan back; lores white not rusty; a distinct 
b l a c k line abote superexHum; colour of underparts riAer. 

heasuremehts and colours o? bars parts. As in 1 186. 

1188. hCro Goralbnied Scmiitar Babbler. Ponzaiorkams Jenuginasns 
pkqyrei BlyA 

P.(ftnafjA3sa) PAaTrri Blyth, 1847, Jour. Atiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 452 (Arracan) 
Baker, FBI No. 211 (part), Voh 1: 214 

t<ocAL HAKES. Noac rccordcd. 

SIZE. Bct\N*een bulbul and myna; IcngA c. 22 cm (9 in.). 

mLD CHARACTERS, As in 1187. 

STATL^ DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Assam in Ac Mizo (Lushai) 
HiHs, from 900 m up to at least 1500 m. Affects dense forest, bamboo 
jungle and Aick secondary growA. 

Extralbrnlol. Chm Hills and Arakan Yomas. The species ranges east 
through Burma, northwestern Thmland, northem Laos to NorA ^ctnam. 

cl?5eral habits, food and voice. As in 1187. 

. brezdino. As in 1187. 

Mccck DtACNosa. See 1187, and Key to Ae Subspecies. 

POHATORHINL'S OCHRACOCEPS Waldcn 
Key to Ae Subspecies 


Underparts paler, more whitiA R o. siaorhKckss 

Underparts darker, more ochraceous P. 

CC Ripley, sj)., 1948, JBNHS 48: 24. 


1 189. Mislxtxii ItfOngbilled Scamltar Babbler. Pemaiarkaoss tekrceeiceps 
sienorfynohis GodwA-Auslen 

Pff^^sSsrhksa Tt tK ' Godwin-Austen, 1877, Jour. AsaL Soc. Bengal 46j 43 

(Near SaAya, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 217. VoL 1: 219 {*= ers'eti) 

Plate 74, fig. 17 
local KAK 33. Ncoe r e co rded. 



SIZE. Bulbul 4*; lengA r. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1190. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and 
HABITAT. Common resident. 
M i A mi Hills, NEFA, and north 
Burma, above 1500 m but 
apparently descending to Ac 
foothills m wmter. Affects 
X c. 1 dense forest and bamboo 

jungle. 

Extraliimtcl. Upper ChindwA and Myitk>hia areas, Burma. The spedes 
ranges cast to \^ctnam. 

general habits, FOOD and VOICE. Asm 1190. * 

hreedinc. As in 1190. 

Museum Diagnosis, Differs from casirs (1190) in bcmg^paler, more vrbitiA 
on breast centre of abdomen. 
measurements 



INlng 

Bm 



(from skull) 

2 <?6' 

90,94 

34, 33 mm 

8 9 9 

85-94 

32-33 mm 



(SDR) 


2 (Pc’ tarsus 27, 28; tail 106, 110 mm (S.\). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. IHs browiush grey [* biscuit colour * S.A]. BHI orange; 
nares browTu l.eg3 and feet ycUovrish brown, greenish brovm cr olive (SDR). 


1190- Manipur LongbOled Scimitar Babbler. Pomaiorfdass 
oekrcceiceps esaieni Hume 

Pemotahirsts easim Hume, 1881, Stray Fmthers 10: 152 (E. Maiapur) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 217 and 218, Vcl. 1 : 218-19 

ijOCAx. HAsd. /syra'-fna (Kacha Naga), 

SIZE. Bulbul -t- ; len^ c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

field CHARACTERS. A \‘cry slim, long-t^ed babbler with a long, deeply 
curved orange bill. Aheve, back oli\'c, and tail brown; crown and 

nape tawny-olhx; a conspicuous white superdlium; black lores and dark 
car-coverts. Below, chin and throat w'hiie, breast and belly creamy 'white 
washed wiA buff Very similar to P. fTragvu>sns whi A has darker, rusty 
^TTidfT p a r te and a Aortcr, less curved coral-red b3L Sexes airv-^, 

STATUS, DBTRrBUTiON and EAErrAT. Resident. Assam in Ac CaAar 
Hills and from hlarghcrita souA throu^ Nagaland and Maaiptir; between 
1500 and 2400 m, probably reaching the foothills in winter. Affects dense 
tmdergrowA in evergreen or mixed forest and bamboo jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps m pairs or m parties of half-dozen indiriduals, 
in brushwood and lower branAes of tre es, amo:^ buAes in. fairly open 
rocks’ ground as wc3 as denser scrub; feeds on Ae ground but also probes 
into flowers of forest trees for nectar. 

FOOD. Mainly insects ; also nectar. 
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VOICE and calls. A single musical call-note unlike that of any other 
scimitar babbler (Smythies) but recognizable as of the genus. Also described 
arc a soft full kooUhool and a pleasant whistling chuckle. 

BREEDING. Scoson^ May to July, A&rt, an oval ball of broad grass-blades, 
bamboo leaves and a few other dead leaves loosely put together and lined 
with finer materials and rootlets. Placed on the groimd, nearly covered by 
f^cn leaves, or low down in undergro%vth or creepers. Bggs^ 3 to 5, white. 
Average size of 30 eggs 25-2 x 18*3 mm (Baker). 

MmEUM PuoNosxs. See 1189, and Key to the Subspedo. 


Wing 

Bill 

TaU 


(Irom skull) 


84-92 

31-36 

— mm 



(SDR) 

92 

36-37 

104-107 mm 


(Mayr) 

Wright 1 9 34 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dull pi&kish cream. Bill orange-coral. Feet dull 
gr eenhh brown (SDR). 

Genus Xiphirhynchus Blyth 

ATjpAfrAyneftar BIj’th, 1842, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 11: 175. Type, by monotypy, 
Blyth. (Not Swainson, 1827) 

Xiphorhwnphus Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 929-47. Type, by monotypy, 
XtJ^irhjnchiu jvpereVians 

Only difiers from Pomatorhinus by its extremely long, slenderer and more curved 
bill. 

XiPHIRHYNCHUS SUPEROLtARlS Bl^th 
Key to the Subspecies 

Crown dark slaty X r. inUxius 

Crown paler .X. s. superdlians 


1191. SlenderbsUed Scimitar Babbler* Xiphirl^'nchus supercilioTis 
supneUiaris Blyth 

XiphhhpiAus supmiliais'SiYihy 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 176 (Dadccling) 
Baker, FBI No. 226 (part). Vol. 1 : 224 
Plate 74, fig. 14 

LOCAL KAME. Kamak'tortweep (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.) including bilL 
FIELD CHARACTERS. The disproportionately long, slender, curved bill 
makes this speries unmistakable. Above, head slaty, a long white supcrdlium; 
bill blade. Back rufous-brown, wings and dark bro^vn. Below, throat 
ashy, lightly streaked widi white; rest of underparts dnnamon. Sexes 
alike. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and H^iTAT. Resident, subject to \*crtical 
ments, locally common. East' Nepal (apparendy confined to the Mai 
Valley), Sikkim, Bhutan and probably NEFA cast to the range of wierhu. 
A babbler of high altitude, breeding befiveen 2100 and 3400 m, mostly 
2400-3300 m, descending in v.-intcr to between 2000 and 600 m; it is not 
known svhethcr it wthdraws entirely from the summer zone. Affects thick 
ringal bamboo growth, bushes on steep grassy hillsides, and bramble 
thickets. 

GENERAL HABITS. A shy aud restless babbler going about in pain or 
small noisy parties in foUow-my-Ieadcr style, sometimes in assodatioa with 
other babblers. Hunts on the ground progressing by long rat-like hofs, 
or in tmdergrowth, commonly mounting up into leafless Salmalia and other 
flowering trees for nectar. ‘ If one mouns a bush and then hops do\m and 
•climbs another all the party are sure, one by one, to do just the same * 
(Baker). 

FOOD. Beetles, ants and other insects, larvae; also berries and nectar. 

VOICE and calls. A 3-notcd rather interrogativii rippling whistle and 
a single mellow high-pitched hoot (SA).'Song, a soft hoot consisting of 
seven or eight notes uttered rapidly on the same tone, after the mqnT^ f f of 
Stachyris chrysaea (Smythies), this probably being die same as the * pleasing 
ripple of whisding notes * described by Kinnear. Alarm, a harsh swearing 
or riiittering note, not unlike a similar call uttered by Pomalorinjm nJinUis 
(Smythies). Very noisy. 

BREEDiNo. Season, April to July. PTat, a large, globular structure of 
dry bamboo leaves and- green grass, intermingled and lined wth fine 
roots and fibres. Usually placed on, or almost on the ground. E^iS, 3 to 
5, white. Average size of 30 eggs 23*7 x 17*8 mm (Baker). 

Muszmi Diagnosis. DifTos from inUxtus in haxdng a paler, grey crown. 

SIEASUREUZNTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

9 74-83 43-57^ 28-35 82-92 mm 

(Kinnear, D€sfa)Ts, SA) 

Wright 2 d'o' 27, 27; 1 o? 30 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE TARTS. Ifis pale gTty (Ludlow), stone-yellow (Stevens). 
Bill black, tip of lower mandible paler. Legs and feet plumbeous. 
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1 192. ABSam Slenderbilled Srimitar Babbler* Xtpkirhynchus 
superciliaris intexlus Ripley 

Xiphirfiynehus superciliaris inUxtus Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61 ; 105 
(Dreyi, Mishmi Hills, N£. Assam) 

XipJdrhyrufuts superciliaris arquaUllus Kodx, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1:4 (Blue Mountain, Lushai HUb) 

Baker, FBI No. 226 (part), Vol. 1 : 224 
LOCAL KAims. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.) including bill. 

FIELD (mARAOTERS. As in 1 191, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnoN and habitat. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, NEFA in the Mishmi Hills, Assam in the Khasi, Cachar and Mizo 
(Lushai) hills, Nagaland, hianipur and East Pakistan in the northeastern 
and Chittagong hill tracts. Breeds up to 2700 m, descends to the foothills 
in %vintcr. Affects thick secondary scrub, stunted oak forest wth hca\'y 
undergroAvth, oak and rhododendron forest, and bamboo thickets. 

Extralimital, Probably extends to the neighbouring hills of western 
urma. Other subspecies arc foimd in Yunnan and North Vietnam. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1191. 

BREEDINO. As in 1191. 

Museuu Diagnosis. Difiers from the comioate race in having a darker, .slaty 

»d. 


imASUREUENTS 



Wins 

BOl 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o'? 

72-77 

55-60 

c. 30 

e. 90 mm 
(Baker) 

1 9 
(tinp«) 

77 

55 

29 

84 mm 
(SDR) 


COLOURS OT BARE BARTS. Iris red. Bill black. Legs slaty brown; feet bluish grey; 
lies j'dlow (SDR). 

Genus Riwator Bl>'th 

TJOTjatof BI>*th, 1847, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 16: 154.T)pe, by monotypy, 
Rimator melaceptilas Bl>'th 

Remarkable for its long bill and ^-cry short tail. Bill equal to, or longer than head, 
slightly cur\*ed; rictal bristles short. Legs and feet strong. Plumage very lax. 


1193. Ix>ngbaied Wren-Babbler. Ama/or Bl>th - 

Rhnatortnalacopt^taBlyi^ 1847, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 16: 154 (Dariedmg) 
Rhnatsrmclaccpmascma^Kjo^ 1954, C3ontrib. InsL Regional Exploration, No. 
5 (Mawphlang, Khasia HiUs) 

Baker, FBI No, 262, Vol. 1 : 255 


U 


Plate 75, fig* 9 

ICCM. KMBS. (LqxJu): (Cachari). 

SpaiTow db; >2 cm (5 in.). 
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X C, 1 


FIELD CHARACTERS. A brown, stub-tailcd, fluffy-pluinagcd 
rith a long slightly curved bilL Above, dark rufescent bro^^u wi ^ 
shaft-strcab. Below, chin wlutc, throat, 

breast and abdomen pale rufaccnl br^TJ 

^ ^vith Tvhitish shaft-streaks. Sidcs^ of f 

plain rufescent brown; under tail-cm-'crts 
ferruginous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DlSTRIBUnOH and HABITAT. 
Scarce resident, probably subjcct^so^ 
vertical movements. Sikkim, ^ , 

EFA (Miri Hills), Assam (Khasi, Cachar and Mizo hilh), 

•csumably, Na^land; from 900 to 2700 m. Affects forest un ergro 
id dense scrub in steep, broken coimtry. ^ in 

Extralirmtal. Extends to northeastern Burma. Digunct pop 
. Vietnam and western Sumatra. . ^ 

GENERAL HABITS. A gTcat skulkcT; though fearless and * , i. .. 

3se approach, it excels in keeping unseen and it is extr^ > .^Muial* 
How its movements for more than a brief instant. Cme > . ' 

ips about the ground in low shrubs in the maimer o1Pno^;fga, 
nong fallen leaves and mulch, possibly probing into the grou , 
Us of some birds collected were caked with mud. Keeps in p 
:ak; when disturbcd.flies only a few yards. 

FOOD. Insects. ^ , V* 1 » 

VOICE and calls.^ Said to have a ‘ sivcct chirping wmsue . 

BREEDINO. Season, May and June, Xest, a globiil^ stni and 

ass, roots, bracken fronds and other diuk matenab, 5^. . 

imsily put together and held by roots and weed^tems. ii^ 

ad lea\'cs. Placed on the ground, generally among a maa . 

ivia, often at the foot of some large tree. ’ . „(,;te with 

• those of any other spedes except some ourple- 

laint tinge of lilac, marked with blotches of dc^ red-b 

own with short, irrt^ular h'nes and imcjrs of the the orimary 

adary markings of lilao-grcy are often more numerous 

irkings and give the eggs a pronounced hlac tmt. Average 

gs 21'2 X 15-5 mm (l^er). 

Mcxzuu Diackoso. See Field Charaeten. 
uzasurzuents 

\^^g BiU 

(from skull) ' 

■ 9 ' 57-60 22-24 


T»mis 

23-24 


Tril 


25-31 mm 
(Baler, SA) 


fTai^rl^i'^Irb.lshtred.btewn.Bm:up^^ 

ise, paler at tip; gape and edge of lower tnan dib.e . ^ 

Legs^ feet pale livid Ecshy. «hiled wnth brown; •»'« 

Genus Napotheka G. R. Gray 
' R. Gray 1842 Appendix List Gen. Eds.: 8. Type, by 

V^nek. (AV^^wra hUeUot. IMO, E«r, 


• 81ZS. 
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1832, J/epelhera S. Muller, Mepo&naG. R. Gray, 1840, arc all r ^gun a nafa.! 

Tirre&aj Blytb, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc- Bengal 13 : 382. Type, b^’ noootypy, 
MaUc e p l cr n jnacrodjse^lsn Striciland 

Tftr£fslas Hume, 1878, Stray Feathers 6: 235. T>*pe, hy monotypy, PrMj^a 
nbfrH Godw-m-Axoten & ^VaIden 

GjpsphSa Oates, 1883, Handb. Bds. BriL Burma 1: 61. Type, by raonotypy» 
Tttr&sis trisJftfivKS Blyth 

Wren-lie, mostly terrestrial birds wth tail much shorter ihza vdng. Plumage 
soft, lax, sqtiamatcd on upperparts. Bdl slender, strai^t; nostrils expos e d. 

Key to ^e Species 

Tan more than half the length ofvong K, htr^aiisia 

Tail less than half the length of wing A'l €pilspidota 

1194. Streaked Wren-Babbler. Jiepothera brmceaidala striata 
Tttr&as striaba Blyth, 1 870, Jour. Ariat. Soc. Bengal 39 : 269 (Khasia Hills) 
^cpotfjrra brezicaidata 1954, Contiib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No- 1 : 

5 (Sangau, Lushai Hills) 

Baler, FBI No. 256, Voh 1 : 251 
Plate 75, fig. 12 

LOCAL HAUL. Doo-puJS (CadiaiQ. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm {44 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small, sboit-tailcd, wTcn-likc babbler. Ahorey 
brown, the feathers marked with brown, produdr^ a scaly appearance. 
Rtimp-fcathcrs very diick and flufiy. Tail and wings broxvn, the greater 
and median coverts and secondaries tipped with buff in some indiridtiak 
(young birds?). Below, throat grey-brotvn streaked with ^vhlte. Centre of 
abdomen whitisb, flanks, vent and under tail-covens ochraccous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRistmoN ' and HABITAT. Resident. Assam in the Garo, 
Khasi and Cachar luHs, LakHmpur district south of the Brahmaputra 
(north to Sadiya and Deiung), Marupur and, presumably, Nagaland. From 
e. 700 to 2100 m with probably some downward movement in the cold 
weather, the lowest rcco^ being winter data. Affects damp and shady hill 
forest broken up by rocky ravines and steep slopes. 

Extralirmtal. Southv,'cstcm Burma. The spedes ranges cast to Vietnam 
and south through the ^^Iay Peninsula. 

CEKERAL HABITS. - A most sccTcrive bird, quiet and retiring rather than 
skulldng, hauiiting deep forest on broken ground, apparently not scrub 
jungle or secondary growth as many babblers do. Runs in and out of great 
moss-covered boulders, very active and quick on its legs but loath to fly, 
scurrying away through the undergrowth rather than seeking safety by 
Generally keeps in pairs. 

FOOD. -Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm, a loud tsik (SDR) and some chattering and 
churring notes. Also a mournful single piou (Smytiues). 

BREEDiKo. Season, May to July. Kest, domed or nearly so, made of dead 
leaves and grass, semi-decayed bracken and fern fronds, a little moss 
and grass bound together with fine roots, lined tvilh dry dead leaves. Most 
of the materials are in a rotten condition. The position is upright, the 
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entrance near the top. External measurements are roughly 17 X 11 
the cavity being about 7 cm in diameter. Nearly alvs’ajT placed on the 
ground, generally between boulders, but sometimes in a hollow in the 
face of a pile of boulders, or wedged in among the roots of a tree, or on a 
moss}' bank with no other protection than ferns and weeds growing about 
it. It is well hidden in a damp situation, often so wxt the outride is quite 
sodden. Eggs, 3 or 4, white with numerous freckles of pinkish red, dttiser 
and forming little caps at the large end. Average size of 30 eggs 21 *3 X 16 
mm (Baker). Both birds take part in incubation. 4Vhea disturbed they 
slip quietly off the nest but k«p close by, the two birds running about 
within a few metres, uttering low* scolding notes. 

Diagnosis. See Key to the Species. Distinguished from species epilepidala 
also by its odiraceous flanks (not brown), the greyish brown throat streaked with 
white (r. white streaked with dark brown), and the lack of a supcrolium. 

UEASUSEUENTS 

Wing Bm Tarsus Tafl 

(fiom feathers) 

(?9 56-61 -e. 16 r. 24 r. 44-46 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis browfl. Bill dark brownish hom. Legs and feet 
farownish'flesh. 

Napothera ephxpidota (Temirunck) 

Key to the Snbspedes 

Daiier and browner above; no rufous on breast and flanks.. 

e. gztla^Uxs 

Paler above; breast and flanks nifous-brcn>*n. ...... ,K. s. rpJertx 

1 195. Austen’s Small Wren-Babbler. J^apolhera epUepidota n^erfi 
(Godwin-Austen & IValdcn) 

pRoep^ga robati God\*.in-.\mtca & IValdcn, 1875, Ibis: 252 (Chakha, Manipur) 
Baker, FBI No. 258, VoL 1 : 253 
Plate 75, fig. 11 

LOCAL KAUES. Dco^nojo goshwi, Doo^jfii kaJdha (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; Icngtih c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD characters. A Small, short-tailed, xvren-like babbler. Above, 
dark brown xvith a scaly appearance; wing-coverts and secondaries tipped 
xNTth light spots; a light supcrdlium from lores to nape. Below, throat wHtc 
streak^ with dark brown. Centre of breast and belly whitish buff, flanks 
and vent broivn. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and habitat. Resident, locally common, subject 
to vertical movemmits. Assam in the Cachar Hills, Nagaland and Manipur. 
Breeds from c. 1000 to 1800 m; reaches the plains in winter. Affects dense, 
dark forest wherever there are openings for streams or natural small glades ; 
specially affects places strexvn with mossy boulders, fallen trees covered 
with ferns and orchids, old stumps, etc. 

GEKERAL HABITS. Very tamc- Keeps in pairs, hopping among the 
fallen leaves, turning them over for insects, creeping about in bracken and 
scrub like a true babbler, or dod^g about boulders like a wren. Very 
reluctant to fly. 
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FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note, a rather shrill efer-r-r; song, a pleasant 
but low set of whistling notes (Bate). 

BRZEDDfo. Season, April to June. Kest, domed or deep cup-shaped, 
generally the former, made of the same semi-decayed materials used by 
N. breviceaidata from whose the nest only differs in its smaller size. Usually 
w'cdgcd among boulders. Eggs, usually 4, rarely 5 or 3, similar to those 
of^rrrtccudflfa but smaller. Average size of ^ eggs 19*3 X 14*8mm (Baker). 

hIcsEtm Diagnosis. Distieguished from speries by presence of super- 

ci lhim, brown flanks and w’hitc and thi^t with three black-dotted lines down 
to breast. Sec Key to the Subspe ci es. 

UEASUREUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus ' Tail 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 50-55 12-13 18 c. 18 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BAs^ PARTS, Iris red. BUI: upper mandible dark plumbeous; tip 
and lower mandible paler. Legs and feet fleshy brown; claws paler (B aker ). 


1196. Grants Wren-Babbler. Kapothera epiUpidota gutlaiicollis 
(Ogflvie-Grant) 

Txs£nilvs gcHatiaUis O^vic-Grant, 1895, Ibis: 432 (Miri Hills, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 259. VoL 1 : 254 
LOCAL KAHZ3. Nonc r c coidexL 
SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm. (4 in,). 
steld characters. As in 1195. 

STATUS, DI5TRIBUTIOX and HABITAT. Scarcc resident. From eastern 
Bhutan to die hCshmi HDls and the Fatkai Range; from the foofruBs To 
c. 1500 m. Same biotope as 1195. 

Extrclumiol-. Upper Chindwin, Burma. The species extends to \^etnani, 
Hainan, the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, Java and Borneo. 

C^5tERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1195. 

BREEDDfO. Season, March and ApriL J^esl gnd eggs, as in 1195. Av’cragc 
size of 45 eggs 19-4 x 14-8 mm (Bate). 

Mesmt Diackoss. Differs from reJertf (1195) in bring darker and browner 
above. No rufous on breast and 
As in 1 195. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible dark hom colotir, 
paler. Legs and feet homy brown. 

Genus Pnoepyca Hodgson 

Afinrrra Gould, 1837, leones Av., pL 5. Typ^ by monotyp)*, Atinwff sqosnzia 
Gould. AcTKn eJfltes' 

Hodgson, 1844, ZobL Misc,: 82. Type, by subsequent derignation (Zimmer 
& Vaurie, 1954, BialL BriL Dm. CL 74: 41), Tins eZHredrr Hodgson 
Genus characteilied by an otremdy short tail of rix soft feathers, completely 
concealed by long, ample rump-feathers. Other riiaracters as in SpAoeorrds (p. 159). 

*Ths« name has be e n placed on the OScial Index of Re ject ed Nam es (Opinica 695). 
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Key to the Speeaes 

Page 

Tarsus over 21 mm P.ellnsenler 156 

Tarsus under 21 mm. ....,.,.•••,••■•.• 4 . .P . pusilla 158 


PNOEPYGA ALBIVENTER (HodgSOn) 
B>y to the Sabspecses 


More olive above P- a,polIiiiof 

Browner, less olive above P.c. elbisenUr 


1197. Western Scalybreasted Wren-Babbler, Pnoepjga elbivcnUr 
pallidioT Kinnear 

Ptoe^ga elhizerSn pclUiioT Kinnear, 1924, BulL BriL Om. 0. 45: 10 
(Dharmtala, Punjab, 4000 ft) 

Baker; FBI No. 471 (part), VoL 1: 458 

LOCAL KASCES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in-), 

field CHARACTERS. As in 1198, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcat, subject to vertical move- 
ments, common. The western Himala}*as from Duala Dhar cast to central 
Nepal where it intcrgradcs with dbicenter. Breeds betw’ccn 2400 and 3600 
m and probably higher; descends in winter to e. 1000 m. In s umm er affects 
dense undergrowth and mbss-covcrcd boulders in birch or fir forest, especially 
near streams; in winter it is found in small nullahs with plenty of exposed 
rocks and stones but keeping to thick bracken and ever g re en tmdergrowth 
in damp and secluded situations. 

GENERAL HABTis, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1198. 

BREEDING. Stoson, April to June, }lest and eggs, as in 1198, Average size 
ofl5cggs2I’5 X 15*6 mm (Baker). 

Musfum Diagnosis. LiVg elbizailer but up pe rparts more olive and underparts 
paler in the ful^*ous forta- 

SfEASUREMENTS. As 10 1193. 

COLOURS OF BART PARTS. Iris brown. BM blacldsh browTJ, basc of lowcT mandible 
whitish. Legs and feet pale brtjwn. 


1 198. Eastern Scalybreasted Wren-Babbler. Pnoep^ga elbiverjer 
dinxoler (Hodgson) 

T«iae?H?e:irr Hodgson, Feb. 1837, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 6: 102 (Nepal, restricted 
by Ripley (Synopris: 357) to Ilam dbL, eastern Nepal, re- r m tii cted to Qiandragiri 
above Thankot by Biswas (JBNHS 59; 204-5)) 

-WfrrffKTS sqasTJsSji Gould, Aug. 1837, Icoaes Av., pi. 5 (Cachar) 

^tsoepygo dbbezier regria Koelz, 1954, Coatrib. lesL Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 

1 1 (Kohhaa, Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 471 (part). VoL 1: 458 
PUte 75, fig. 5 

LOCAL KASoa. Afsodsl-fcrg (Lepdia); Isrd^a gzdAa (Kacha Kaga). 
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SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Aplump, tail-less^squamatcd little wcu. Dimoiphic, 
in t^vo colour phases; sexes alike in both. 

White phase: Above, olive-bro^vn with a slightly scaly appearance. 
Below, throat nearly white; breast and belly white, each feather \vith a 
dark centre and a narrow dark margin producing a very scaly effect. Flanks 
scaly olive-brown. 

Fulvous please: Above, olive-bro^vn with a fulvous drop on each 
feather. Below, as in white phase but white replaced by fulvous. Intermediates 
occur, though uncommonly. Distinguished' from pusilla (1199) only by 
slightly larger size. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident subject to vertical move- 
ments, common in the Himalayas, rather scarce in Assam. From central 
Nepal where it intergrades with pallidioT, east through Sikkim, Bhutan 
(and probably NEFA since Ludlow found it common in the Tsangpo bend 
at 2000 m); also Assam in the Khasi and Cachar hills, Dibrugarh, and 
Nagaland. In the Himalayas, breeds mostly between 2700 and 3900 m, 
in a higher zone than P, pusilla, yet overlapping its upper limit. Descends 
in winter mostly below 2700 m and as low as 600 m (seen at 2850 m in 
southeast Tibet); in Assam it breeds from c. 1000 to at least 1800 m, and 
in the Naga Hills from 2100 to 2700 m. Affects wet ravines, thick forest 
with plenty of undergro^vth, particularly in the neighbourhood of streams, 
waist-high growth of Ferns, Strobilanthes and nettles; also cardamom planta- 
tions in winter. 

Extralimital. Extends to southwestern Szechuan, ’jt’unnan and-N. Vietnam. 

general habits. Terrestrial; solitary in winter, in pairs during the 
breeding season. Creeps about in dense, tangled undergrowth, nervously 
flicking its wings like a Phylloseopus, searching for insects among the mulch, 
.roots, frrn-stems and moss-covered fallen logs. A great skulker, very difficult 
to observe, but also very inquisitive. 

FOOD. Insects. Seeds also recorded (Stanford). 

VOICE and calls. Its presence in dense growth is given away by its 
loud, squeaky long-drawn double-noted seek . , . sik like an unoiled * patia * 
(Indian swing bed) swinging back and forth (SA); also likened to ‘nothing 
so realistic as an ill-mannered person loudly sucking his teeth * (Ludlow). 
These notes are markedly ventriloquial, the seek seeming to come from 
an entirely different direction to the sik that follows a half-second later. 
Alarm-note, a shrill, piercing ^vhistle and a scolding, cluttering tsik, tsik 
indistinguishable from that of the Brown Wren-Babbler and reminiscent also 
of tlie Nepal Wren, Troglodytes (SA), each time jerking its short wings. The 
song is short and trilling like the first part of the song of the Whitebrowed 
Shortwing (Heinrich) ; also said to remind one of Troglodytes (Baker). 

BREEDING. Seosoti, April to Junc. J^est, globular, made of green moss 
and rootlets, very similar to that of Troglodytes and, like it, placed in moss- 
covered banks, under a moss-clad rock or among moss growing on the 
trunks of large trees. Eggs, 3 to 5, white, longish ovals; apparently sometimes 
with a few reddish brown specks (Jones, JBNHS 47: 228). Average size 
of 54 eggs 19'I X 14*1 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in, at IcRst, 
incubation. Period undetermined. 


158 - TIMALIINAE 

Museum Diagnosis. Upperparts browner than palltdiori underpim cf li- 
fulvous form darker. 

Young. Upperparts warm rufous-broivn without ina>h; underparts gmiv 
olive in the white phase, golden brown in the fulvous phase. rostjutTnal nuS rf 
body, sving-coverts and ? wings. 

MEASUREMENTS ' 

Wing Bill Tarsus pag 

(from skull) 

<P9 57-65 , ,13-15 ' 23-25 17-23 ma 

(SA, BB, HIV, Kirmiai) 

No sigmficant difference of size in the sexes. 

Wcight4cJ'cf 21-23; I 9 20g(SDR,SA). 10 019 17-24 (av. 20*9) g—SA,BB. 

coipuRS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill : upper mandible homy hro^^n, lower 
brownish flesh excepting tip which is homy brown. Legs, feet and dawT homy brown 
or brownish flesh. 


1199. Brown Wren-Babbler. Pnoepyga pusilla pusilla Hodgson 

Pnoepygapustllus'HeAs&Qtx, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, pt 13:25 (Nqjal) 
Pnoepyga pusilla pygmaea Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 40 (Karong, Manipur) 
Baker. FBI No. 472, Vol, 1 : 459 
' Plate 75, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAME. Jravi-ha gaitba (KachaNaga). 

SIZE. Sparrow length r. 9 cm (3 J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An cxact miniatuTC of the Scalybreasted VVfcn-EabbIcr 
(1198, q.v.) %vith the same colour dimorphism. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical mott- 
ments, common. From central Nepal east through Sikkim, northern West 
Bengal, Bhutan, NEFA, Assam in the I^asi and Cachar hills, Nagaland, 
and E^t Pakistan in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. In the Hiinaia)^! brcfdj 
in a lower zone than 1198, mostly between 1500 and 3000 ra (optinium 
2100-2500 m), overlapping the lower range of albiventer at its upper limit; 
in Assam it breeds from c, 1000 m up. Descends in winter to the foothflls 
and extends into the plains; it has however been recorded as high as 3500 
m in the cold season. Inhabits the same biotope as albiDenlert wet evergreen 
forest with mossy boulders, fallen logs and decaying vegetation and ground 
nettles — particularly in the vicinity of streams. 

'Extralimital. Ranges cast to North Vietnam and Fukien. Other subspedes 
in Formosa, Central Vietnam, Malay Peninsula, Sunda Islands. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of the Scalybreasted Wrca-Babhlcr 
(1198). Terrestrial, solitary in winter, skulking, restless and inquiudve; 
has a maddening habit of appearing almost under one’s feet, then dashing 
into dense cover, seldom flying more than a metre or Dn'o. Scuttles awy 
mouse-like, tlirough the tangled undergro\\th svhen pressed, hopping from 
stem to stem but so lightly that, hardly a leaf stirs to betray its progren. 
Has the same restless acrobatic habits as Tesia. Flicks its 'wings firequentif 
and nervously like a leaf-warbler. 

FOOD. Insects. 
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VOICE and calls. Very like 1198, Utters a sharp single tsik every 
half-second or so, alternately higher and lower tvith a semitone difference; 
this note is given more frequently and over longer periods than in the 
C3^Got albiventer. Alarm-note, a sharp, explosive, scolding chiruk, chtruk. 
Song, ‘ a slo^v, drawn-out se-e-e-s-a-w, each s)’llable a second in length, 
followed by a two-second interval* (Fleming). 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to July. J^est, a little ball of moss and rootlets 
usually built in the moss hanging down tree-trunks or vertical rocks in shady 
forest, usually at a height of one to two metres from the ground, more 
rarely up to six metres. Eggs, as a rule apparently 4 in Assam and 3 in the 
Himalayas, white. Average size of 25 cg^s from Sikkim 18 *3 X 13*8 ram, 
and of 50 eggs from Assam I7'l X 13*1 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. DIffexs from albiventer only in being smaller; has the same, 
colour dimorphism. 

Young, like adult but lacks aU fulvous spots on upperparts, median and greater 
coverts. Underparts uniform dark brown, greyish brown on throat, Postjuvcnal 
moult of body feathers and wing-coverts. •. 
measurements 

Wing BUI Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

cP9 48-53 12-14 18-20 12-15 mm 

(SA, BB, Kinncar) 

No significant difference of size in the sexes. 

Weight 8 0^9 11-14 (av. 12) g— SA. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Irfs brown. Bill: upper mandible blackish, lower 
greyish brown. Legs and feet pale brown. 

(^nus Spelaeornis David & Oustalct 

Spelaeomis David & Oustalct, 1877, Oiseaux de la Chine: 228, Type, by subsequent 
^ de^^aztxon, Pnoepyga troglodytoidesVcTTGzysx. 

Elaehura Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. India, Bds. 1 ; 339. Type, by original designation. 
Troglodytes punctatus Blyth " 

Cf. Ripley, S. D., 1950, Auk 67: 390-91; 1952, JBNHS 50: 492-4; 1954, PosHlla, I 
Yale Peabody Mus., No. 20: J-4. 

TaU short and rounded, of 10 rectrices. Plumage soft and full. BUI straight and 
thin. Tarsus long and strong. 


Key to the Species 


A TaU barred 

1 Throat white 

2 Throat dnnamon, speckled with while. . 
B Tail not barred 

3 Throat white, finely speckled 

4 Throat buff, unspotted 

5 Throat ferruginous or chestnut 

a Chatnut restricted to throat 

b Ferruginous extending to breast and flanks. 


.S. iTcglodyieides 
. . . '.S./ormosus 

. . S. ekocolatiniis 
,S. hngieauialus 

..S.bcdeigularis 

caudatus 


Page 

J65 

106 

J63 

J62 

*61 

jeo 


1200 . Tailea Wren-Babbler. Sptlatoms catidiilut (Blyth) 

Tesia eaisdata Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14! 588 (Daijeeling) 
Baker, FBI No. 470, Vol. 1 : 456 
Plate 75, fig. 4 , 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow length f. 9 cm (4 in.). ■ „„„ n,Iaio 

FIELD caARACTERk. Abovey dark broivn with a staly appeara . • 

throat, breast and flanks ferruginous, spotted with black . ' 

BcUy slaty, spotted with white. Sexes ahke. Distinguished from 

by its ferruginous throat. • c -r. resident. 

STATUS, DisTFUBimoN and HABITAT. An cndcnucspccics- h > , 

East Nepal (Ham district), Sikkim, Darjeeling distnet, Bhutan. 



breed above' 2400 ra. Recorded in svinter at 3100 and 1800 m- Affe 

imp undergrowth in thick forest. rcitl='> 

ceWral ItADiTS. Typically ssTcn-like. Terrestrial, solitary, 

ry elusive and silent. 

FOOD, Insects. ' , . - or P 

VOICE and CALLS. Has a higher-pitched <.^1 Anm mih» 7 
iireaur (neming). Alarm-note, a low q met 

dver lengthy periods when „UabIe. .VrA 

EREEDINO. Little known: published records ps«, 

scribed as egg-shaped, made of leaves, fine Imgs, 
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lined v.ith \'^ctab!e down or other matter looking like papicr*mich6 
of earthy brown colour (Masson). Other nests arc described as a dense mass 
of moss, cup^haped and placed about the roots of trees or in a hole in 
feUen logs (Hod^on). Eggs^ 3 or 4, like those of S. lon^midalus. Average 
dze of 14 eggs (whether of this spedes?) 18-1 x 14-1 mm (Baker). 

Museuu DiAONOsn. See Key to the Species. 

tfEASUKa£E^*TS 


99 


IVing 

BUI 

Tarsus 


(from skull) 


46-47 

11 

— 

45-49 

11-12 

18 

:j i9i0g(SA). 



Tail 

32 mm 
27-35 mm 
(SDR, Ludlow) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS, Iris browu. Bin bladdsh. Legs and feet brown. 


1201. Miiluni Wrett-Babbler. Spelaeorms badeigulcris Ripley 


Spdaeffms haingdais Ripley, 1948, Proc. BioL Soc. Washington 61 : 103 
(Drcyi, Mishnii.Hin3, NX. Assam)^ ' 

Not in Baker, FBI 
PUte 25, fig. 8 

LOCAL KAUzs. Nooc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD GHAEACTESts. Ahovt^ dark brown \vith a scaly appearance. Below, 
<dun whitish, throat chestnut finely strealmd; breast, brily and flanks olive- 
brown conspicuously spotted with white. Distinguished fiom cmidaUu in 
having the chestnut restricted to the throat, (For colour plate’see JBNHS 
48:1.) 

STATUS, DisTTUBunox and HABITAT. Known only from the t}*pe: Drc^, 
Mishmi Hills (NEFA)', c. 1600 m, (see map, p. 160). Affects subtropical wet 
forest (in winter). 

GENERAL. HABITS. Presumably those of caudatiis. Shy and skulking. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Aboze, bistre (sooty brown), cadi feather with a dark area 
in the centre bordering the shaft approaching clove-brown in tone; tail seal-brovi'n. 
^Ving-fcathers chocolate on the outer, seal-brown on the inner vrebs. Below, throat 
diestnu^ cadi feather with a narrow sepia-coloured centre. Breast-fcathers bistre 
with a b lack terminal and a w'hite sx^bterminal bar. Feathers of abdomen more 
greyish than breast, white subtenninal bars enlarged, bl^k terminal bars much 


* A re-ctainiaa6on of the unique type of SpdcZv’ris hedsisderu and comparisoa with 
freshly collected Spelasrrtds csdsfjf from Bhutan conforcs die separation of bedeipderis 
as a spedc^ The differences still appear rtroagly marked. The white dan, the dark diestnul 
feathers with darker-streaked centres of the throat and upper breast, and the criennve 
area all over the loi»*er breast, abdomen, and vent of the subterminal white-tgjped 

bbtre feathers, give an entirdy different appearance to this bird. The upperparts are on 
the other hand roughly similar. 

An added point of uiffercnw which 1 (SDR) had not noted in my original descriptioa is 
the stouter t arsus of bsdeigulcris. The type mcajures 20 mm in tarsal length but appears 
thicker and stronger. Three specimens of eeudatts measure 17-18 mm, a small difference 
on paper, but appearing lignlficant when these tiny birds are in the hand. 


reduced. Along the shaft of breast-feathers runs a narrow white stripe margined on 
the e xter nal side of the wob with black. 

KEASUREUZNR 

1 9 (type) Wing 48; bill 11; tarsus 20; ta3 31 mm. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris farowa. Bill black. Legs brown. 


1202. Longtailed Wren-Babbler. Spilcoorrds Icngiamdcitu (Moore) 

Bnoefyga long i e cal st a Moore, 1854, in Horsfidd & Moore, CaL Birds Mus- E. 

I. Co. 1 : 398 (Afghanistan emr t ^ Khasi Hills, Assam) - 
Baker, FBI No. 464, VoL 1 : 452 
- Plate 75, fig.' 13 

LOCAL NAVE. Twf/w-fza (Kacha Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. II cm (4J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, Abovo, brown with a scaly appearance, paler than 
in Other WTcn-babblers; a very ^mnTl pale 
streak above the eye, and car-coverts grey- 
brown. Below, ochraccous-buff with a whitish 
chin and white centre of belly. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. An cndc- 
mlc spedes. Scarce resident, more abtmdant in 
the Khad Hills. Assam in the Khasi and Cachar 
hills, and hlanipur, finm c. 1000 to 2000 m.^ Afiects deep c%'crgreca forest 
mainly of oak and rhododendron with ample undergrowth, keeping to 
ravines or steep hillsides tvith rock and boulder outcrops con’ctkI with moss, 
ferns and orchids. 

GENERAL HABITS, TcTTcstrial, Solitary or in pairs. Cheeps and climbs 
about boulders in Dyiical wren fashion. Very reluctant to fly; when disturbed 
seeks safety by scurrying away on foot or dodging into crevices and holes 
between boulders. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. On the whole ^*c^y sildnt; has a loud, clear w'histlc 
much like that of Pnoejrfga and a soft, chirring alarm-note given for some 
minutes after being disturbed (Baker). Song unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Se^uon, April to June. J^^est, domed or egg-shaped, occasionally 
a very deep cup when shelter is afforded by natural protection- The outer 
part is made almost entirely of dead leaves, rather loosely put together 
and mixed with a few roots and scraps of grass ; these materials are dark 
in colour, decayed and almost soaked through. Inside is built a compact 
structure of rootlets, leaves and grass; finally comes the lining wiuch dis- 
tinguishes the nest at a glance finm all others; a texture of soft fibrous 
material, skeleton leaves or other vegetable matter about 3 to 6 mm thick, 
having &e aspect of papicr-mSch6 covering the bottom and the greater 
part of the sides. This layer is apparently placed in position when in the 
form of pulp ^vhich hardens and makes a damp-proof lining. The nest 
is placed on the ground or among boulders in luxuriant und erg r o wth 

**R, L. Fleming reportai a spedmen collected in casiem Nepal ia March, JBNHS 
65:331. 
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of moss and ferns. Eggs, normally 4, ^vhite, rarely with a faint tinge of 
cream or pink, marked with spots or small blotches of reddish pink to 
reddish browTi, usually scattered over the whole surfree, sometimes forming 
a rone at the large end. A\'cragc size of 50 eggs 18*4 X 19*4 mm (all 
notes on breeding by Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis, See Key to the Spedes and Field C2iaracter5. 

Young, like adult but uniform rufous-brown above; die ferruginous feathers 
of the breast with paler streaks. 

VKASURZVZNTS 

Wmg ^ Bm fairos Tail 

(from feathers) 

o'? 4S-«) £.12 19-^0 45-48 mm 

(Baker) 

colours of bare parts. Iris red (adult), brown (^*oung), BIH dark brown to 
Legj and fet light brown. 

CHOcx>i.ATiNus (Godwin-Austen & ^Valdcn) 

Key to the Subspecies 


Sida orncci and body brown, Itsj rofonj S.c. daala&as 

Sides of neck and body more rnfous-brown S.c. oaten 


1203. Streaked LongtaKed Wren-Babbler. SpelaeoTjns chocolalimts 
ekxolasmu (Godwin-Amten & Walden) 

Pnxfyia chxtU&a Godwm-.4n«en & Walden, 1875, Ibis; 252 (Kedimai, Manipar) 
EUckmi iaplaaata Baker, 1892, Ibis; 62 (Hangmm, N. Cachar) 
Spda<mj'daale&as aagaomj Ripley, 1951, Pcatilla, Yale Peabody Mus.. No. 6: 

4 (Mount Japvo, Naga HUls) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 463 and 465, VoL 1 : 450 and 453 
PUte 75. fig. 7 
tocxi. KAJtt. Tctgliu-na-gadfka (Kacba N^a). 

CZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

rnXD otAJtACTEaj. Male. Abme, dark brown with a scaly appearance. 
iKT, c hi n wHte, throat w’hitc finely spedclcd, the svhite extending to 
centre of belly. Sides of neck and flanks olive-brown w'ashed with ochraccous 
»Jid spotted with white and dark brown. 

Female s imilar to male but more mfescent abo\*c and below. 

. status, dbtbibutton and habitat. Resident, locally common. Assam 
m Mfth Cachar (Barail Range) cast to the Naga Hills and south to Kedimai 
m Mampur, (see map, p. 160). From 1200 m (winter) to at least 2400 m 
(mmmer) ; \*crt 2 cal movements if any, unknown. Affects deep c^•erg^ecn forest 
undergrowth of bracken, fems or 5lri?ir£fosi^, on steep broken 

>*tth rocks and huge boulders covered with rich ^*cgctation and green mosa. 

^P^niRAL HABITS, Resemble those of Prjoej^ga pisiBa (1199). Very 
•ctiye and restless, quick on legs but slow and feeble in Sight- Not so ci- 
^usvcly a ground bird as P. elbbxrJer, being often seen hopping here and 
there one or two foct above the ground. 

FOOD. Ants, small beetles and odier inwtr- 
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VOICE and calls, A loud, melodic, cxploris'c whistle wkerjw (SDR) 
[needs confirming]; alarm-note^ a constantly uttered soft ckir (Baker). 
For renderings of song see 1204. 

BREEDING. Se^oTL, thc ouly ncst cvcT found ssns in May (B a ker ). 
a deep cup with the back SN-all much prolonged though not enough to 
form a roof, measuring about 8 cm across; d iam eter of cup 5 cm, depth 
3 cm. The greater part of material consisted of skeleton leaves boimd to- 
gether srith dark, coarse fern roots, a few bents and some fine elastic t^vigsj 
the jnn rr part tsns compactly lined with skeleton leaves alone. (This ncst 
may not be t>-pical; see 1204, Breeding.) It was built under a big 
fallen log, on a pile of dead leaves, broken twigs and branches. Eggs, 3, 
white with very reddish marks especially near the broad end- Measure- 
ments: 17 X 13-2, 17-2 X 13,17-4 X 13-1 mm (Baker). Sec also 1204, 
Brccifing. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to thc Spedes. rHffcrs from oaUsi (1204) in being 
more gre>'ish brovi-n about the head, the spots and ter min a l edgings on the fcathen 
of th e lower parts being strikingly different, much finer and more delicate in pattern 


and form. 




MEAStTREMENTS 




kViug 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(frxjm skuQ) 



5 c?d' 48-52 

13-14 

18 

40-44 mm 

1 0 48 

13 

— 

41 mm 

Weight 5 d'd' 10-14; 1 14 g. 


(SDR) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. 

Iris light red. Bill dark brown, paler 

on tip; gape 


blad:, mouth bluish fleshy. Legs and feet fleshy. 


1204. TTiTIc Xxingtailed WrencBabblcr. Speloeorris ehoccldrsis 

oatesi (Rippon) 

Urodchla oetesi Rippon, 1904, Bu!L Brit. Om. CL 14; 83 (Mount VHctoria) 
Baker, FBI No. 469, VoL 1 : 455 

uocAL NAVES. Nonc rccordcd. 

grrg- Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in.}. 

field CHARACTERS. As in 1203. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunON and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. Assam 
in the Miro (Lushai) HUb, from 1300. m up (1400 to 2800 tn on Mount 
Victoria, optimum rone 2000-2300 m). (See map, p. 160.) Affects thick low, 
oftd thorny bushes and dwarf bamboo, cspeoally at the edge of evergreen 
forest and in clearings. 

ExiraErdSeL The Chm H2Is ofBurma; the species is found in northeastern 
Burma and southwestern Srochtian, with an isolated population in north- 
western Vietnam, 

general habits and food. As in 1203. 

\’OiCE and calls. Song, a fond warbling strophe of mosdy three, often 
two sy'Hablcs repeated quickly many times : or jtst with a cc e nt 

on the last note. Also a qtndc and sharp ffob'-lfoB-ridb*-2ch: (Hcinridi). 
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It has also bscs dsscnbcd as a rattEnj song of fonr or five notes 
to that of Trrjiv^^^r. singing, the bird ptiS ont the head- and breast- 

feathers and Jcrls hscif tip and do’.re in a remariable •vs'ay. Other cali- 
notes as zn 1 203- 

E 2 ZEDIXC. Sresrt, April to June. domed, o^nl-shapcd.^ composed 
of an octer la^-cr of dead leaves, coarse grass etc., and an inner Ia)*er of grass 
stems, fibres and a Ettle moss and a pecniiar svaterproof lining abont 3 
znm thSch of a papier-machl-Iiie snbstiic^ apparently made of ^*egetab!e 
stuff \rorxed into a palp and s p rea d o%Tr the interior. Sire of nest: exterior 
height r. 15 cm, vidth 10 to 12 cm; rmraeg g near the top, about 5 by 
4 cm; interior dimensioas c. 5 cm caeh v.ay; depth of cup from entrance 
c. 2*5 cn. Placed on the ground under xmdergrowth or among dead 
lea%Ts between star.dfrrg stems, figgr, normrdly 3, s>-hite svith a tinge of 
pink, roeckled S'ddi reddish and 6int purple. Average sice of 20 ^gs, 
18-1 x‘l4'6 mm (Baker). 

Mesro* Ptx c50 5 a. J*fuch Eke the ceminate race (1203) above, but chin, 
throat, cnddle c? breast and bdlr "while whh black tips; sides cf neck and of body 
brown, less ridbc#, with danc tips aod subt grale al white streaks. 

KTAsexmerers 

10 47-52; 5 9 $ 47-52 mm (Eendeh). 

coiovxs or BjUtr xasts. Ai in 1203. 

1205. Spotted l>o tt g ta aled Wreo-Babblcr. Sp<l£eT77dx tnglccjtnda 
sherr^ Kynr^* * 

^Seicferefr jm&f alrrr^ Kinnear, 1234, Et:!!. Erit. Om. CL 54: 107 (Donga La, 
berween linguc and Trash? Yangtc, East Bhutan, 10^00 ft) 

- Xet in Etksr, FBI 

Plate 73, fig. 10 

LOCAL. X.OGS- Kone re co rded. 

ssrx. Sparrow — ; lengdi c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

nzLD caARAcrras- Adult, -dhrev, umber-brown spotted w^ih bUck 
and white; tail and wings narrowly barred. A white mark behind the eyes 
very conspicuous. Belszr, throat and breast white, this colour csiending 
on to the belly; edes of neck nr^d tas\-ny olive. Sexes 

Young, much darker than adult, blackish brosvn above, back barred 
as ^vings and ta3, not speckled; throat svhidsh, breast and bdiy buff 

STATUS, DsrsusTmox and hasitat. Rare resident. Within our limits 
only recorded from eastern Bhutan (Ludlow) beP-NTca 3000 and 3300 m 
in summer. Affects undergrowdi and bamboo in wiet temperate forest. 

Extrclbrdtd. The species ranges fr^ora northeastern Burma through 
Szechuan, to ShemL 

CEKJJIAL H.\STIT. More arboreal than most wTcn-babbIcrs; clambers 
about on bamboo stems and mossy tree-tnmks though not to any great 
height from the grounff Tame and rather less restless in its mo\*ements. 

roon. Injects. 

VOICE and calut, A low song of four or fi^’e notes. Call, a subdued 
dttp. .■Marm, a faint ckar (Stanford). 

BREEDKC. Vnfaown. 
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Messm DLLC 3 CW 3 . SeeKeymtheSpeco;fcrdetaihc^pIum 25 e(*ado 3 fc-Td 
plate) Lcdicw & Ksis-sr, JHr 1537: 252. 
smwcssscErvTS ' 

W1=g 3 c*£? 47-51 ; 2 9 9 47 mm (Kiarear). 
couerss or eaxz pasts. Iris red-fcrtrwn. EHI: upper mandible hcety 
lower pale freahy. Legs and feet tersy brown. 


1206. Spatted Short-tailed Wren-Babbler. SrelncTmr/rrrmmr (Walden) 
Waldcu, 1874, lia: 91 (Darjedu^) 

Bakm. FBI Ko. 46^ VcL 1:449 
Plate 75, h^. 6 

Loc.«. K.UCE. (tepdia). 

siEE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

CSARACTERS. dfcTT, he ad , back and wing-c o ver ts cE^■e-browa 
speckled with white; rump, wings and tnl ehotnut brown barred wvJi 
black. BrZnr, cinnamon, demdj* spotted widj 
white on throat and breast, speckled with 
on belly. Sexes alike. 

STATts, pSTdELTiON and H.ASrrAT. Rare 
resi&at, subject to vertical moNoments, SIkKm, 
Darjeding, Bhucin and XEFA cast to at least 
the Dafia Hilh, also Assam in the Khasx 
Mizo hiHs, Nagaland, Manipar (Ko^ coHecdoa) and East Pakhtan in the 
northeastern hffl tracts. Affects dank rhododendron forest with thick fern 
ground-cover, inoss>' rocks and decajing trunks of f?lT*r 7 trees, and brush- 
wood, at high aHtcdc (a March recorf at 2300 o in SlkHn). Obtained in 
winter at 1200 m (Dafia Hills and Bhutan) in long gras an d scrub. 

IVestem Burma (Mount Metoria), southeaitcni Yunnan 
and northwestern Ftdden. Monot>pic. 

CEXERAi. HAHTTs. Uttlc knoivu. Alirfi as in other wren-babblers. 

FOOD. Insects. 

wicz and cAU.s. A note resembling that of P. /unZhr but sharper 
(Lxrflow) ; a squeaky sefk . . . j£st almost identical with that of P. alHweiff’ 
(S.A). 

BREEDDcc. Not authcnticalh* recorded. Four fully fiedged wung coEected 
in Khasi HjCs on 10‘May (Koelz). Nests reported to belong to thh species 
were described as deep semi-domed cups of leaves, dead grass, roots, ett, 
dens^y lined with feathers and placed on the groimd on a bank, half 
hidden in fallen rubbish or well concealed b)* undergrowth (3fassoa m 
FBI). The 3 or 4 eggs arc svhite with a few rrfdish brown specks. Size, 
c. 16*5 X 12*5 mm. 

Messex Diacnoss. Sec Key to the Spece*. 

Young (immatme). Similar to adult but much darker, ala s cst b l a ckis h brown. 

idxsdiTyfsjs ts 


'Vlag 

Bm 

T»aus 

Tafr 

(fruaakuQ) 



46 

14 

18 

39 rua 

45 

14 

18 

25 cun 


coLoexs Cf BASS FASTS. Iris browa. Bin, legs and fat bom brown. 



BABBLERS 167 

Genus Sphen'ocichla Godwin-Aurten & Walden 
S/kevcLiSs Godwia-Acstca £: Walden, 1875, Ibis: 250, Type, by manot>-py, 
SiLsTMol: Ttherti Godvfin-.Acsten 4c kValdea 
Stout and radser squat birds cf heav)* build and large, powerful legs and feet. 
prn ccnical, sharp-poinad, about the length cf the head or a Etde shortc. No 
rictal brisdes. ^\1ng short and rounded. Tail of fcathen, greatly graduated. 

One spesza. 

SPEEMxacHLA HT^CES (Mindclli) 


Key to the Subspecies 

Feathers cf throat grf b re as t black with pale shafts. ...S.k. hrrfi 
Fexthms cf throat and breast ashs* brown with black margins 
and white submargins 5. k. rzierti 


1207. SIkkxm Wedgebilled IVnen. SphrzsckkJc /nmn Ameri (MandcIIi} 
/i/n— r-rirrirri Jhrvi” Manddli, IS73, Suay Feathers 1 : 415 (Sikkim) 

Baker. FBI No. 473, Vol. 1 ; 461 
Plate 75. fig. 14 
LOCAL yxsax. None rec e rded. 
stzE, Bulbul length c. IS cm (7 xn.). 

FIELD csL\E.^C7 EE s. A stout, hea%*y-!ookii^ bird with powerful 
and feet, and a pointed, conical bUL Airrc, \-ery dark brcn>‘n, crowm and 
upper back mottled with, golden brown 
and with fine white shaft-streaks 
especially conspicuota on forehead ; lower 
back, tan and wii^ finely barred- -A 
conspicuotis pale stripe behind the eye 
breaking up into spots on the sides of 
neck. Belrr, throat and breast dark 
bro*a-a with fine shaft-streaks; centre 
of belly pale grey; posterior franks and 
lower belly mottled with golden brown. Sexa aUke. 

STATUS, Darstm-TTOK and iiAnrrAT. Very rare resident. Sikkim (cot 
recorded since 1875), NEF.A in the Aka HHis, BaEpara Frontier Tract 
(a vfintcr record at 1200 m) and the Mishmi HIHs (not recorded since 1679). 
Probably breeds at high altitudes, moving down in winter. Biotope xes- 
dcscribed (but sec 1203). 

crsESAi. TLvETTS, FOOD and vctcr. .As in 1203. 

Fy y mrvc. Unknown. 

Mtsrr^ TyMTfOSS, See Key to the Subspecies. 



iaxsetxsasm 




E21 

Tartus 



(frem Ccad:cn) 


o' 9 

70-74 


25-27 



(from tkcH) ' 


1 O? 

72 

25 

25 


Tril 

C4-7I nun 
CEilcr) 

C6 mm 
(Drfjya) 
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- cotxjcas Of EAzr fasts. Iris dark brown. BZH slate, darker on cidisca. Legs 
and feet dark brown. 


' 1203. WedgeHUed Wren- fcenri rfifrti 

Godwia-.Austca t ^Va2dcn 

5&*«sdj£ls rrfen' Crfwio-A:^^ & Walden, 1875, Ibh: 251 
(He m es Peak, North Ca ch a r hlEs) 

Baker, FBI No. 474, VoL 1 : 461 

..... = runs up trea’ — KadnNiSl). 

ssez. BiUbul — : Irasth r. 17 cm (7 ia.). 

mXD c-TTipjir 1 rgT Aa ia 1207, but throat, breart and upper bcBp 
ashy brtm-a edged with bbek and indde thtj evenly bordered with white. 

STATCt, DSTt uBL 'T i C i et ucd tiABiTAT, Rare resident- Nagaland, Manipur, 
and Assam in the rL.r.b.sr HHls and in the Margheria area, from 1500 to 
2300 m and probably h-^er, descending to 900 m in winter. Afreets evtr- 
greesi forest wath la.-gc trees, and bamboo on the edge of dense jungle. 
Eitrzl~=2il. Northern Burma. _ 

cz>T3tAi. HASm. little inown. Goes about ia parties of 10 and 15 
afiecting seco.ndary jungle b>- prercrence (Hu-me). hfore a tree ^tepet 
than a wren in its habio. A very actise climber about the rou^ bark ol 
big— trea, thou^ not on the higher branches; also hunts ia undergro^ 
as other babblers do. Flies well with a quick fl.=ght from tree to tree or bmh 
to bush, but seems to prefer kgs to wings as meam of progrenion. 
rtxro. laseca, mostly wsxxd-licc and small boring beetles, 
votes: and calis- Unrecorded. . .. , j 

Burmno. dieire. May and Jane. The only nest described was a pad 
of moss on top of a mass of E-ie grasses and a few tcad-dls vdth no oA« 
lining than t-he soft moss. It was wedged behind a long hanging tap 
on a ver^- high tree, about six metres from the ground. It contained four 
eggs which measured 20-7 X 17 to 22-3 X 17-4 mm (Baker), 
alcrone tkACirao. See Key to tie Subrpeeita. 
vzjsmzznsrss 

Wrug Bin 

(frem feaihen) 

<--•5 71-74 25 

coiooai or BAXx BAjm. Iris rich brown or dirk crienoo- B-R psle Hmih s-arr. 
Vase of madlla and cnloen darker. Legs dark brown, claws and xdes pale SJtr- 

Genus SrAcnvais Hodgson 

Ptn-Smj liodgsoe. k Elrti. 1844, Jour. Arias. Se^ Eee«al 13: 372. Type, by 

dcsIguiDcn, fgzi’icrft ^ 

Siz^J-^zis ShATpe, 1ES3, CaL Eds. BrxL Mus. 7: 596-7. Typ^, by crijurf d^t- 
niticn, 5:s=4ru KyOi 

7lriTr4~ Oases. lSS3.rau=aE.'it.Ied.,Bds. I: ISkType. by ceirbial dedtnl«s% 
TcrAaar fseiulir Eyth 

Ciaraeserired by a.s o peiTa irm cOTering the notsrCl. Rienaj- va-dlSae: *»- 
fXCKit 13 thla- 


Tt.-TU3 T*3 

25-27 5S-64 run 
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Page 

I Ta3 harrcnN'ly barred S.ogUi 177 

II Tail not barred 

A Undcrparts bright yellow S. chiystua 172 

B Undcrparts not bright yellow 

! Crown stiiped blackish and white S.ni^uPs 174 

2 Crown not striped with white 

a Chin bbek. S.f^hps 171 

b Chin not black, crown rufous 

i Gun white S. rvjifrons 169 

ii Chin yellowish. S. ruficeps 170 


1209. Assam Redfrouted Babbler. Steefyris rufifrons ambtgua 
^ (Harington) 

Sta^fyndopjis rafifrons amhigiux Harington, 1915, JBNHS 23: 631 
(Gunjong, north Cachar) 

Baker, FBI No. 280. Vol. 1 : 270 
Plate ‘74, fig. 1 

\J0CM. vxitE.. Dco-^t-|igoo ^Cadiari). 

. SIZE. Sparrow length c. 12 cm (44 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Very Similar to S. rujicfps (1210). Disdngnished 
from it by white chin, ochraccous throat and whitish belly (r. all pale 
yellow in ruficeps). Flanks and lower belly w'ashcd with ochraccous. Black 
streaks on dun and throat hardly discernible in the field. Rufous of crown 
not sharply defined froin rest of upper plumage which is olive-bro'vn dnged 
with rufous. A pale grey supercilium. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcut, locally common. The 
foothills of Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA to the head of Assam Valley, sparingly 
in the plains, Assam, Nagaland, Ivlanipur and East Pakistan in the north- 
eastern and Chittagong hill tracts j from the edge of the plains up to c. 900 m. 
Also the nordicm Eastern Ghats (Sankrametta) bet\s’een 1000 and 1200 m. 
Occupies a lower zone than S. rujiceps. Affects^ dense undcrgrow'di, thick 
forest in ravines, jungle with grass in open forest, light dedduous or semi- 
,cvcrgreen forest, and bamboo or scrub jungle,- 

Extralimital. The spedcs ranges east to N. Vietnam and Laos and south 
through the Malay peninsula, Sumatra and Borneo. 

OEKERAL HABITS. In pdfs duxing the breeding season, other^sise in 
small restless foraging parties often in mixed company trith other babblers, 
creeping through imdergrowTh and also the crowns of bamboo dumps and 
medium-sized trees. Often catches insects on the wing. 

FOOD. Insects; occasionally berries. 

VOICE and calls. Mellotv musical iora-like 4-noted whistl«, trAi'tt’A/- 
wH-irAi, and convcnadonal cluttering as in 1210 (SA), The song consists 
of six to seven notes on a monotone >yith a pause after the first note and 
the rest uttered rapidly (Smythies). 

BREEDIHO. Seasohf April to July. P/'esij domed or sometimes send-domed 
or deep cup-shaped, made chiefly of bamboo leaves, occasionally of grasses 
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alone, lined with rootlets. Placed upright between supporting twigs or on 
a bed of rubbish and leaves inside a dump of bamboo, usually within one 
metre from the ground, sometimes up to two metres, more rardy on the 
ground on banks. Deserted dcarii^ are favourite ncstii^ places. 

3 to 5, normally 4, undistingulshablc from those of S. rujiceps. Average size 
of 100 eggs 16-1 X 12*4 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in incubation. 
Period imdetcmuncd. Occasionally brood-parasitized by Cuculus sparemoides 
and C. ^Bakcr, JBNHS 17 : 368. 686), 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Qiaracters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. 
dt. Spedmens fox and fade rapidly so that old material in collections is valueless 
for comparison. 

Young, like adult but edges of wings and tail more rusty; black shafts on throat 
barely visible; rufous cap less pronounced; undcrparts paler. Primary and tail 
characters present; postjuvcnal moult complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

50-56 13-15 17-22 43-51 mm 

(HW, SA) 

\Vcight 2 cPd' 10, 10; 1 9 9 g (SA). 

oitouRS OF BARE FARTS. Iris bro>m to Tcd. BUI dark grey or sHty blue. Lc^ 
and feet greenish yellow. 

1210. Redheaded Babbler. Stackyris rujiceps rujiceps Blyih 

Stackjris rujiceps B^lh, 1847, Jour. Atiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 452 (Daricding) 
StadvfTis rujiceps rujipectus Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 6 
(Kohima, Naga lEUs) 

Baker, FBI No. 277, Vol. 1 : 268 
Plate 74, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAME. S^ok-birong-phi (Lepcha). 

•SIZE, sparrow — ; Icngtii 12 cm (4^ in.). 

field characters. Above, crown rufous-brown sharply defined from 
greyish oUve back, Ix>res and orbital area pale yeilowish.'.ffrfoir, chin and 
throat pale yellow finely streaked with black. Rest of tmderparts pale yellow 
tinged Tvith oli\*accous on flanks and lower belly. Sexes alike. For disti n ction 
from S. raj^ortf, see 1209. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. From central 
Nepal (Shcopuri ridge, SmjThics JBNHS 49: 514) cast to the Mishmi 
Hills, ^ the hUt«? of Assam, Nagaland and Manipur ; also Orissa (Slmlipa! 
Hills, Sdlim Ali, BNHS coU.). From c. 1000 to 2700 m (in winter to 600 m), 
optimum zone 1500-2400 m. Occupies a higher zone than rvfjrons though 
overlapping at the lower altitudes. Affects thick secondary groMh of bushes 
in clearings, heavy ev er green forest, bamboo jungle, nearly always in dense 
undcrgroNvtii. 

Extralimital. Northwestern Burma. The spedcs ranges north to Szechuan, 
east to Anhwei, Formosa, south to Hainan and south-central Vie tnam . 

'Riple>’'t recor d s from the Mbhnu Hills (JBNHS 48: 25) pertain to 5. r. rujiceps, not 
rvjifrons. 
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GENERAL HABITS. In pairs in the breeiBng season, otiiensisc in small 
foraging parties often in mixed company of other small babblers etc. 
keeping to low undergrowth. Actions rather tit-like. 

FOOD. Insects; occasionally berries. 

VOICE and calls. A low conversational cluttering remimscent of Dumetia 
ft^pejytkra as the birds move about; also a low soft 4-notcd whistle indistin- 
guishable from that of 1209 (SA). Song, very sinular to that of S. 
but a tone lower and tvitiiout pause between the first and the following 
notes (Heinrich). 

breeding. Season, April to July. Ji'est, citiier domed or deep' cup-shaped, 
made chiefly of bamboo leaves with grassy fibres and other dead leaves, 
lined trith very fine grass stems. On the tvhole better made and more 
compact than that of S. chrysaea. Placed in Io^v bushes or bamboo clumps 
within one metre from the ground, sometimes on the groimd. Eggs, normally 
4, white, marked WTth small spots and blotches of brown or reddish brown, 
generally more numerous at the large end. Average size of 50 eggs 15*8 X 
12*6 tntn (Baker). Occasionally brood-parasitized by Cuculus poliocepbalus 
(Baker, JBNHS 17:685). 

Museum Diagnosis, Sec Held Characten; for details of plumage Baker, loc. ciL 

Young, like adult rather less olive above; ermsm paler; faint rufoxis edges to 
wing. Primary and tail characters present; pos^uvcaal moult complete. 

measurements 



Wing 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’e? 

53-58 

15-16 

17-20 

50-52 nun 

1 9 

54 

— 

— 

— 


(SDR, SA, Baker) 

Wright 3 o’d' 10-12; 1 9 10 g (SDR, SA). 16 o’ 9 (OcL-Nov.) B-I2 (av. 10-2) 
g — SA. 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iiis red. BUI: upper mandible bladdsh or brownish, 
lower basally purple, distally grey, or, pearly horn to pinkish horn, l.egs and feet 
brownish green, brownitii yellow, greenish brown or yellowish grey (SDR). 

1211. Blackchinned Babbler. Blyth 

Suukjris pjtrhsps^ Blyth, 1844, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 13: 379 (Nepal) 
Steefyris pyrrheps eefat^ Koelr, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Expleradon, No. 1:6 
(Kolia, Kangra IXst., Punjab) 

Baker, EBI Kfl. 281. Vol. 1 ; 271 
Plate 74. fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccord’cd. 

szz. Sparrow — ; length 10 cm (4.m.). 

field characters, riiere, olivlsb^D^vn with a dull tasvny oliv*c head; 
lores black. Below, chin black, .sides of head and breast ocbraccous, belly 
buff, flanks tinged trith olivaceous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRrsuTtoN and HABITAT. Commoa rcsideit. The Himala^'as 
from Munec cast to central Nepal. From 7^ to 2400 m at all seasons, optimum 
breeding rone 1500-2000 m; occaslonaily descends in. winter to 300 m. 
Affects light forest, scrub jungle, bamboo, small nullahs and hed g er o w?. 
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GENERAL HABITS. In the non-brccding season assodates in small flocks 
of 8 to 10 birds occasionally tvith the mixed itinerant foragii^ parties, 
fecdii^ mostly on the ground turning over fallen leaves in search of insects, 
or hopping about m^thc undcrgrotvth, paying special attention to dead 
leaves. Rarely ascends trees as high as tiiw or four metres. The birds 
pair off in March. 

FOOD. Insects; occasionally berries. 

VOICE and calls. A soft cAfr. Alarm, a slow pee-ce-ve; some song phrases 
include pkir^dee-dee, cAur-<£r-dir‘ (Fleming). Song aptly likened to the ringing 
of a tiny bell (Proud) ; reminiscent also of an iora’s calls — a soft mellow 
whistling vnt-wit-wit’Zcni etc. repeated quickly 7 or 8 times (SA). Song 
period in Nepal end February till October (Prtud). 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to July. Nest, domed — a ball of grass or dead 
leaves loosely put together, lined with fibres or pine needles. Usually placed 
low dotvn in scrub, occasionally as high as 1 *5 m. Eggs, 3 or 4, whit^ lightly 
speckled and spotted, chiefly at the larger end with pinkish red or brick-red. 
Unmarked eggs arc rare. Average size of 32 eggs 16*5 X 13 mm (Baker). 

Museum DixcNOsa, See Held Qiaracters; for details of plunu^c Baker, loc. ciL 

MEASUREMENTS 



\Ving 

BOl 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

o’ o' 

52-56 

15-16 

e. 18 

48-52 mm 

99 

50-54 

15-16 


45-51 mm 


(BB, Raad & Flemiog) 

Wright 5 ri’o’ 10-11*5; 4 9 9 0“11 g (Diessclhorst). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Itis (f ctimson, 9 rcd. Bill dark bnmu, lower mandible 
fierii-coloated. Legs, feet and davs pale brownish flesh. 

Stachyrc chrysaea Blyth 
,Key to the Subspecies 

Back ydlowish oUve, undcrparts bright chrome-yellow. ....... 

S.c. cksyraea 

Back greyish oli%*c, undcrparts dull orange-ydlow. .S. c. bhtghera 

1212. Nepal Goldenbcaded Babbler. Staefyris chrysaea chrysaea Blyth 
Staefyris dayseea Blythf 1844, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 13: 379 (Nepal) 
Stacfyiis Baysses daysocema Koeb, 1954, Contrib. InsL Regional Eaploration, No, 1 : 5 
(Karoag, Marupur) 

Baker, FBI Na 273. VoL 1 : 265 
Plate 74. fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Syok-^sng ^.0 (Lcpcha); Pre-U-ns or Pe-uia-ra (Xlishmi). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, Above, forchcad, crown and nape golden yrilow, the 
last tts*o streaked with black; lores and a short moujtaehial stripe black. 
Back and ear- cover t s yellowish olh'c. Belsw, bright yellow. Sexes Alike, 

STATUS, DBiRiBirnoN and habitat. Resident, locally common. From 
west central Nepal (Pokhara, Proud, JBNHS 53 : 58, the only post-Hodgsoa- 
ian record) east through Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA to the Mishmi Hflls, the 
hills of Assam south to the range of He^Aced, Nagaland and Manipur. 
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In the Himalayas from 1200 to 2600 m, optimum zone 1500-2000 m; 
in Assam from 900 to 1800 m, and in Lakhimpur do^vn to 300 m. Affects 
dense bushes, bamboo and seedling undergrowth and Rubus thickets in humid 
sccondar)' jungle and cs’crgrccn forest, deserted cultivation and clearings. 

Extralimital. Northern Burma to western Yunnan. The species ranges 
east to Vietnam and south to the Malay peninsula and western Sumatra. 

GENER.\L HABITS. An activc and restless species found in mbeed panics 
of babblers, flycatchers, and warblers, slipping through bamboo and under- 
growth, as well as up in the foliage canopy of trees though seldom ascending 
ver)’ high; clinging to sprigs and peering under leaves in search of insects 
like a tit. The flocks work feverishly, and sw’eep on rapidly from tree to 
tree. Shy but vcr>' inquisitive, hopping ceaselessly in tangled undergrowth 
around * frozen ’ obscrs’cr with the restlessness of a flycatcher, tail cocked 
and w^ngs drooping at the sides. 

FOOD. Insects; occasionally berries. 

VOICE and calls. Members of a party keep up a constant, soft, low 
twittering which rises to shriller and louder notes — ckirik-chiriki etc. if 
the birds become agitated or suspicious. The song consists of seven or eight 
notes on the same tone pee p{‘pi'pi-pi-pi-pi very like the song of S. rujiceps 
(1210) but with a noticeable pause after the first note; another song con- 
sists of three sibilant notes rising in pitch tzu-tzu-t^u, somewhat like the 
song of Franklin’s \Vren-Warbler (Smythics). 

BREEDING. SeosoHy April to July. AVr/, normally domed, made of bamboo 
leaves with an inner cup or lining of rootlets, measuring about 10 to 15 
cm in height by 7 to 10 cm in width. Placed in bamboo clumps about 
30 to 60 cm from the ground, often buried in fallen leaves, or on the ground, 
well screened by sheltering bushes and weeds, almost always on a bank. 
Eggs, 4, white, rarely spotted with reddish brown. Average size of 70 eggs 
15*4 X 12*2 mm (Baker). 

MusEUai Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspecies; for details of plumage, Baker, 
loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

<^9 47-56 13-14 17-19 40-50 mm 

(SDR, SA) 

Weight 7 d’'d’,6-I0; 1 9 7g (SDR, SA, BB). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifis light bfown. Bill dark slaty horn above, paler 
below. Legs and feet pale ^•cllo^vish brown to greenish browTi. 


1213. Chin Hills Goldeaheaded Babbler. Stcchyris chiysaea binghami 
Rippon 

Slaehyris btrtghami Rippon, 1904, Bull. Brit. Orn. C). 14; 84 
(Mount Victoria, Chin Hills) 

Siaehyris ehrysetea erodna Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst, Regional Fofploration, No, I ; 6 
(Sangay, Lushai Hilb) 

Baker, FBI No. 274, Vol. 1 : 266 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 


SIZE. Sparrow' — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1212. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAurTAT. Common resident. Assam in the 
Mizo Hills south to the hilk of East Pakistan, from 1200 m up. Habitat 
as in 1212. 

Extralimital. The Chin Hills and Arakan in Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1212, 

BREEDING. As in 1212. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Kc>' to the Subspecies. 
ueasuresients and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1212. 


STACH'iTUS NIGRICEPS Blyth 


A 

B 


Key to the Sobspeaes 

Throat feathers edged with while 

Throat feathers not edged with white 

a Ear-coverts rufous-browTi • • • 

b Ear-coverts brown 

2 Darker; ear-coverts seal-browTj 

2 Paler; car-coverts burnt umber 


. .S. n. nigrittps 

Page 

174 

....S, n. celtarti 

177 

S.n. coti 

176 

....S. n. spadix 

176 


1214. Blackthroated Babbler. Stachyris nigriceps nigriceps Bljth 

SliuhynsmgmepiVXYih, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc- Bengal 13: 378 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 270, Vol. I ; 264 
Plate 74, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. bfoQstiiy (Paharia) j Sangnam'pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovc, crown blackish striped trith white; a black 
supcrcilium extending to nape; rest of 
upperparts olive-brown. Below, chin and 
throat slate-grey' bordered by white malar 
stripes; rest of imdcrparts fulvous tinged 
with olivaceous on flanks and low’cr belly. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiDimoN and HABITAT. Com- 
mon resident. From central Nepal cast 
through Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA to the 
Miri Hills where it intergradcs with coei. From c. 760 to 1800 m, breeding 
mostly above 1000 m in the western parts of its range, but dcsccndingto 
the edge of the plains farther cast. Affects secondary scrub and bamboo 
jungle in light or dense forest. ^ , 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in parucs of 5 to 20, commonly in association 
tvith other species of small babblers. Very activc, incessantly on the move. 
When one bird flies to another thicket, the rest promptly follow m tww 
and threes. Frequents the lower growth. Pairs form in late March. 

in<ects! bemes and ncctar also taken. 
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B/iopocrc/i/o atr/ceps and Stachyrh nigriceps 



nigrifrons { 1 227) nigrie/ps [laul. FTT) S. n. coei (1215). 

|IB|5'. n. col/arti (1217).^^^ 5. n. spadix (1216). 

VOICE and calls. Alarm, an explosive chhmi repeated several times; 
call-note, a repeated, loud, insistent tivceye-Vtwa (rising-low') (Lister). 
Song, a peculiar single note followed by a trill which sounds like a small 
bell rung faster and faster, then stopping abruptly (Proud). A low*, sweet, 
rather mournful whistle (SA). 

BREEDING. Seoscm, chiefly April to July. Xest, domed, outwardly made 
of bamboo leaves very loosely put together, inicriorly built of rootlets, moss, 
a few dead leaves and fern fronds, lined with finer moss and fern roots. 
Nearly always placed on the ground, generally on a bank and well concealed 
in shrubs, grass or fallen debris; rarely in a bamboo clump or a bush up 
10 60 cm. Eggs, 4, rarely 5 or 3, white. Average size of 50 eggs 18*8 X 14*4 
mm (Baker). 

MfsruM Ducsoirs. Differs from coei in being paler and haring the throat 
fealhen edged >riih white. 

MZASURtUE.*m 


^^’Icg 

Bill 

(from *ku!I) 

Tarrui 

Tail 

52~B2 

17-19 

21-22 

50-56 mm 

SCM53 

17-10 

21-22 

47-51 mm 


(BB, SDR, SA, Rand Ic Fleming) 
Weight 10 o^’d' 7 9 9 10-17 g (CD. BBJ. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTT- Tru pinkish blscuit colour, orange-brown or reddish 
brown. Bill: upper mandible homy brown, lower pale flesh, darker in rummer. 
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Legs and feet olive-5-eIloiv (SA). Or. Iris dull brownish svhlte or dull whitish yellow. 
Upper mandible dark brown to blacli, losvcr svhitiih to fleshy white. Legs dull 
yellow to dull greenish yellow (SDR). 


1215. AKshini Blackthroated Babbler. SKuH^tU mgrietps ad Ripley 

AerJip-nVnfinVrprrm Ripley, 1952, Posl.lla, Yale Peabody Mus., No. 14:2 
(Drc>’i, Mishmi Hills) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NASIE3. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, Sparrow' — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

NEFA in the Mishtm 
from the edge of the plains to 1800 m. AITects undergrowth m wet 

roon and veex. As in 1214, q.v. 

BREEDING. As in 1214. J . n'm.« from 

.nddKk .dd.brmm 

, having dark brown rather than rufous-brown ear.eoverts, and by bemg a purer 
ss rufcscenl brown bcIo^v. 

c™orTae brown. Upper mandible black, lower greyish bora. 


I2IG. Assam Blackthroated Babbler. Slxkfris nigdaps spedU Ripley 


;5 


suuhyri, nipicp, .pedix Ripley, 1!MB, Bull. Brit. Om. O. CB: 09 
(Lalsung, north Cachar) 

utTfir nipic’p! reride Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Imt. Regional Esploration, No. 

^ (Sangau, Lmliai Hilh) 

Baker, FBI No. 271 (part), Vol. 1 : 265 

-ocal NAME. (Cachari). 

UZE. Sparrosv - ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

Firuj aiAKACTOis. As in 1214. _ ,s,, 

rrATUt nisTRiairnos and iiabitat. Common rodent. 

.ro Khasi. Cachar and .Mizo (Lushai) l.ilb, and East Pakuum m tlm 
rthtastera hills and the Chittagong region, from the edge of the pUirJ 

IBOO m. Affects undcrgrosvth in evergreen forest. Xen.sserim- 

Exixdirltcl. Southern Burma soutli and east to nonhem Tenas.^. 
“ fe^em Thailand. The species ranges east to AHetnam and south 
the Malay peninsula, Sumatra and Borneo. 

5KNZRA1. iiAuns, FOOD and voter.. A' m 1214. 

BnFEomo. Sojsr., March to August. Arrt and t/ji, as m ^ 

eor200 eggs 19-1 v: 14-7 mm (Baker). Female does rnottofthehuiHmg, 

ih birds incubate; meubation period about twelve <la>T, 
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Mcssuu Dxa.o?{osis, DlSen {rom eon in being paler and having a more alate> 
grey tiaroat. 

uzAnmckCEKn and coioims or barz parts. As in rignaps. 


1217. Nagaland Blackthroated Babbler. Steefyris mgriaps collarti 
Haringtoa 

StaefyrU jdgrUtps coltsrti Haringtoa, 1913, BuU. Brit, Om. Q. 33: 61 
(Margherita, Assam) 

Baber, FBI No. 271 (part), VoL 1 : 265 

tocAX. HAUZ3. None recorded, 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1214, 

STATUS, risTRiBUnoN and habitat. Common resident. Northeast 
Assam in the hlargbcrita area, and Nagaland, from the edge of the plains 
to 1800 m. Affects bamboo and undergrovk-th in wet evergreen forest and 
thick scrub jungle. 

ExtraItTmtal. Northern Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1214. 

BREEDING. As in 1214. 

Museum Diagnosis. DIBen from sptzdix in having the car-coverts Tufous-hrtmTi 
rather than brown; from eoei by the same character and also by being a more 
rufcscent brown below. 

MEASUREMEKTt. As in 1214. 

Weight 3 (Jidt lB-17 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1215. 


1218. Austen’s Spotted Babbler. Stachyris oglei (Godtsin-Austen) 

Aetirarraoiln Godwin-Austen, 1877, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 46: 42 (Sadiya, Assam) 
Baber, FBI No. 268, Vol. 1 : 262 
Plate 74, fig. 8 

LOCAL name. Oazm-pitti (Trans-Dikim Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrow length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, cTovk'n and nape rich golden brown, back 
duller. \Vings and tail narrowly barred. A conspicuous white supcrciUum 
from lores to nape, breaking up into spots on the sides of neck and bordered 
above by a black line from forehead to nape; ear-coverts black. Below ^ 
throat white, breast slate-grey; rest of underparts umber-browti. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Rarc resident \vith a very restricted 
range. Evidently confined to northeastern Assam in the Patkai Range 
near Margherita and the hills north of Sadiya. Nests were brought in 
from an altitude of 1800 m or higher. Appears to inhabit moist dense scrub 
in rocky ravines. 

GENERAL HABITS. Very Httlc known. According to native collecton, 
keeps much to the heaviest tmdergrowth, is silent, skulking and docs not 
go about in flocks. 


FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Seasmy April to Jimc. Kest (not seen in situ by any omiriiologist), 
a large, globular structure made of bamboo leaves mix^ with roots, t^vigs, 
dead' leaves and a little moss. Said by the native collectors to be plac^ 
on the ground, under bushes in rocky ravines. Eggs^ about 4, white. Average 
size of 15 eggs 22*8 x 17*1 mm (B^cr), 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Gharacten. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wmg 

BM 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

6'9 

68-76 

e. 17 

(from stall) 

f. 27 

f. 53 mm 
(Bater) 

I 9 

63 

20 

26 

53 mm 
(SDR) 


colours of bare PARTS- Iris crimson. Bill dark homy, paler below. and 
feet brown (Coltart). 


Genus Dumetia Blyth 

Dametia Blyth, 1849, Cat. Bds. Mus. Asiat. Soc.: 140, 185. Type, by subsequent 
designation (G. R. Gray, 1855, Cat. Gen. Subgcn. Bds. Brin Mus.: 45), 
TimaJia hypnyihra Franklin 

Similar to Tirnsixe, alw with sfiff shafts to feathers of forAead and crown but 
bill slenderer and smaller. 

Dumetia hyterythra (Franklin) 

Key- to the Snbspedes 

Page 

A Throat concolorous \rith rest of underparts ^D.Khjpnythra 181 

B Throat while 

1 Reddish -bttnvn of head brighter and extending to crown 

D. A. 178 

2 Reddish brown duller and more or less restricted to forehead 

a Darker below, bill more slender D. h. dbogiderU 179 

b Paler below, bill hearier D. h. pkillipsi 182 

1219, 1220. Mount Aba Whatethroated Babbler. Dumetia hyptrythra 
V abuensis Harington 

Dametia elbigvjaris ebueruis Harington, 1915, Jour. Bombay naL HisL Soc. 23: 429 
(Mount Abu) 

Dumetia hyf-njihsa raoami Abdulali, 1959, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 56: 333 
(Khandala, Poona District, Western Ghats) 

Baker, FBI No. 231^ Vol. 1: 230 
Plate 74, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAME. KeuDTnaii JoUdo (Gujarati). 

SIZE. Sparrow length f. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As of 1221 . Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 
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STATUS, distribution and habitat. Common resident. Southern Rajas- 
than (Sambhar and Mount Abu), Saurashtra peninsula, eastern Gujarat, 


Dumetia hyperythro 



clhopderis (iS 2 i). ^j^phUlipsi ( 1223 ). 

westernmost Satpuras, and the ^Vcstcm Ghats south to Poona (where 
it intergradcs trith albogidaris) and east to about Kannad in Marathwada, 
f. 20^., 75^E. Affects wclI-woodcd countrj’ and scrub. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and r. AT T.s , As in 1221, q.v, 

BREEDING. Season^ from the latter part of June when the rains have 
well set in, till September. AVrt and eggs^ as in 1221. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from aibcpdans in having the whole crown diestaut 
and the underparts paler. 

MEASUREMEjen and COLOURS OT BARE PARTS. As in 1221. 


1221. Wbitetbroated Babbler*. Dumetia hjpnythra alhogularis (Blyth) 

M.(e2asxnaa) (?) dhsulcris Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal l 6 : 453 
(southern India, re st ricted to Mysore by Baker, 1921, Handlist: 24) 

Baker, FBI No. 230, Vcl. 1 : 229 

LOCAL NAiOa, SSsh dsmfi (Hindi); Parxii-jhla (* pigvbird*— Tclogu); On=u» 
ehSaffen (Malayalam). 

snx. Spxarrow — ; length c, 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. AbcTt^ olivc-brown With a reddish brown cap. Below, 
throat white, rest of undcrparis ochraceoiu. Sexes aJike- 
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status, DcrnuBunoN and habitat. Common resident. Southern India 
south of the Krishna river and Mahablesh\s'ar; inlergrades with kyperpthra 
in the Nallamalai range, \sith abuensis in the Poona district and with/)Ai7/i/»ri 
in southern Kerala. From near sea level generally up to c. 1200 m (up to 
1800 m in the Cardamom Hilk). Affects grassland and scrub, bamboo 
clumps, deciduous scrub jungle and forest; avoids c\*crgrecn. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in loosc fiocks of fivc to twclvc birds hopping 
about restlessly among tall grass, unde^gro^^th or on the ground rummaging 
quietly among the dead leaves, flicking them aside 
or peering under them for lurking insects. Great 
skulkers, scattering and diving into thick cover 
on the least alarm, the fiock soon rc-uniting 
through the agitated cheeps and cluttering of the 
members. Closely resembles Stackyris in behaWour, 
habits and appearance. 

FOOD. "Mainly insects. Flower-nectar (c.g. ETytknrM, Salmalia) is also taken. 

VOICE and calls. Members of a flock maintain contact with one 
another by means of rather feeble but sharp cheeping notes siveeck-sweech 
(reminiscent of a sunbird — jVrrtcrihia) vTiricd occasionallyr by a harsher 
tunttcring, especially when alarmed (SA). Also * a soft tack-tack h'kc two 
pebbles tapped together, and a clear whbtling song of scA'en notes * (Nichols). 
This song described as * pleasant, the fint half very like' a Redwnged 
Bush Lark’s and the latter part resembling the canary-likc notes of the 
sunbird, the t\N*o running into each other without a break* (Lowthcr). 

BREEDING. Seosm, not well defined, mostly during the monsoon Qunc 
to October). .VrrI, a neat ball-shaped structure about 15 cm in diameter, 
made of coarse grasses and bamboo leaves, lined with finer grasses, with 
the entrance on the side. One nest was reportedly made of curly paper 
shavings used in packing bottles. Usually placed in some thorny bush 
ovc^gro^s•n. svith monsoon creepers within t%v*o m e tres from the ground, 
most often near, or on the ground in clumps of grass. Eggs, 3 or 4, 
while, spotted and blotched Arith reddish browm- Average size of 50 eggs 
17-4 X 14- 1 mm (Baker). Brood-parasitized by the Baybandcd Cuckoo 
(582). 

Museum Diacnoso. Differs from the nominate mbspedes (1222) in haATHg 
a white throat; from ehsersis in ha\Tng the reddish brown restricted to forehead; 
pfdllipxi b paler and has a heavier bilk Prenuptial moult takes place in January 
and February. 

Young, has the -whole upper plumage a brighter, more rufous brovfft, vrithout 
reddish brown on forehead or crown; lower plumage duller, more fulvous brown, 
with mere traces of white on the chin, throat and centra l abdomen- PostjuAtnal 
moult complete. 

measvrescents 


Wing 

BIU 

Taxrus 

Tan 


(from skuB) 



53-65 

14-15 

18-20 

59-69 xaia 

52-58 

14-15 

18-21 

55-69 nun 


(H^V, SA, Kodr) 

Wright 10 <?9 10-15 (av. 12*9) g — SA 
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COLOURS or BARz PARTS. Iris cTcamy white. Bill pale homy browTi, palw on 
lower mandible; mouth pale yellowish flesh to pinlc, apparently \*arj^g with age* 
Legs and feet y'ellowish flesh, duskier on anterior tarsus; claws brown. 


1222. Rnfotisbellied Babbler. Dumetia kypcTythra kyperythra (Franklin) 

Timslfa hjpfiyOira Franklin, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 1 18 
(Ganges near Benares) 

Baker, FBI No. 229, Vol. 1: 228 
Plate 74, fig. 6 

Z.OCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length e. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1221, but imdcTparts entirely clay-colourcd; 
no white. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. (Common resident, but imcvcnly 
distributed. From Simla along the Himalayan foothills through Uttar 
Pradesh, Nepal tcrai to Daijecling duars, West Bengal and East Pakistan 
west of the Brahmaputra, south to the Krishna river and west approximately 
to a line Hyderabad-Jalna-Mhow-Jhansi. Intergrades with albogulans 
in the Nallamalai range and \s'ith abuensis in the Jalna area. In the plains 
and hills up to c. 900 m. Affects tall grass and thorn scrub jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1221. 

BREEDING. Seosotij March to mid September (monsoon). A'Jrr/, of two 
Ij'pcs, cither an oval ball of dead bamboo leaves lying on its side, \rith the 
entrance at the end or, more commonly, a ball of coarse grass with the 
entrance about half-\\*ay up the side, without lining or with a slight one 
of fine fern stems or grasses. Usually placed near the ground among 
grass and weeds surrounding a small bush, exceptionally in a bush up to 
about 1*5 m. May be situated on the outskirts of jungle or a little w'ay 
inside, but most often alongside some path. Eggs^ usually 4, sometimes 3, 
white >Wth reddish browm spots and blotches. Average size of 50 eggs 1 7*3 x 
13*8 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosb. Distinguished from other subspeaes fay its uniformly 
clay-coloured underparts (no white on throat or abdomen). Postnuptial moult 
t»mplcte in October and November. A partial prenuptial moult in April and 
May, confined to head, neck and breast. 

Young, differa from adult in lacking the reddish brown tinge of the forehead. 
Colour of underparts duller and paler. May also be recognized by the broad, soft 
round-tipped first primary* and soft narrow tail-feathers. Postjuvcnal moult complete 
and remarkable for the sudden casting of rcctrices. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

d'd' 

53-58 

13-14 

19-21 

57-64 mm 

9 9 

52-55 

13-14 

19-20 

58-63 mm 
(H\V^, SA) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis hoEcl bfown Of ycllowish red. Bill pale brown? 
mouth pale fleshy pink. Legs and feet Ught brown or pale >*ellowish. 


1223. Ceylon WbitethroatedlBabblcr. Damttxa kyperytha phUlipn 
\\Tiistlcr 


Durxetia hypnyihra phUUpsi W’histlcr, 1941, Ibis: 319 
(Kumbalgamuwa, Cc>-Ion, 3000 ft) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Balfthiot PoTcndd-kvrvUa (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS.’ As in 1221. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBuno.v and HABITAT. Resident, ^vcIl distributed and 
moderately plentiful, Ceylon in the low countr)’ and hills up to 1500 m 
or higher in some districts. Affects scrub and high grasslands in both the 
Wet and Dry zones. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1221. 

BREEDING. Season^ ill-defined; in the hills, mostly March to May and 
again in August and September, but nests have been found in tvery month 
except Nov'cmber and December. In the low-country \Vct zone, chiefly 
January and February and also in September. In the Dry rone, in the south 
as well as in the north, the season starts with the November rains and may 
continue well into June, though the majority of nests are found during 
December, January and February. Appears to have two broods. jVest, os 
in 1221. Eggs, generally 3, occasionally 2, rarely 4, white, spotted and 
blotched with reddish brown, r. 18 x 14 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Diflers from albogularis (1221) in bring paler rufous below, 
with the white of the central abdomen more extensive. Bill larger and hearicr. 


MEASURESIENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

TaU 



(from skull) 



d'ri’ 

54-59 

14-15 

19-20 

54-63 mm 

9 9 

54-59 

f. 14 

19-20 

55-61 mm 




(HW) 

Wright 1 

(? 14 g (SDR). 




COLOURS 

or BARE TARTS. 

As in 1222. 




Genus Rhopocxchla Oates 


RhopocuhleO^tes, 1889, Fauna Brit. India, Bds. I: 1 59. T>'pe, by original dcsigni- 
tion, Brachypt^x ctrietps }tTdon 

Differs from AUippe in having the nostrils roundish, exposed, and pierced in the 
imterior part of the membrane, and the tail shorter than the sving. Bggi of the twu 
genera also different. 


Rhopocichla atrjceps Qerdon) 
Key to the Subspecies 


Page 


A Entire crown ver>* dark brown 

1 Crown blackish brown, almost black K.a-etrurps 1B3 

2 Crown sooty brown R.e.hcuTdillcni 183 

B Dark bro'vn restricted to forehead 

3 Upperparts olivaceous-fulvous R.e.sieectus 184 


4 Upperparts a more saturated nuty fulvous 'I . . . .R. a. nigrifnrj 
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1224, Blackheaded Babbler. Rhopocichla alrictps atrietps (jerdon) 
Brackypuiyx atrieeps Qerdon, 1839, Madras Jour, Lit. Sd, 10:250 

(Trichoor «= ^Vynaad ^Vh^stIer, 1935, JBNHS 38; 82) 

Baker, FBI No, 294. Vol. 1 : 281 
Plate 74, fig. 10 

LOCAL NASiE, Poti ehtlcppon (Mala>*alani). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c, 13 cm (5 in.), 

FIELD characters, Abocc, head blackish brown, looking black at a 
distance, sharply defined from the rest of upper plumage which is olive-brown 
(bistre). Eyes pale yellow. Rr/ezu, whitish, lower belly olivc-brovNTt. Sexes alike. 

status, distribution and habitat. Common resident. The Western 
Ghats from Bcigaum south to the Palghat Gap, and east to Shimoga and 
the Biligirirangan Hills (Mysore). From the lowlands to 1800 m, optimum 
elevation 600 to 1200 m (sec map, p. 175). Essentially a bird of evergreen 
biotope. Affects sholas, thickets near streams, dense and marshy jungle, 
reed-beds, bamboo jungle, cardamom cultivation; particularly fond of cane 
brakes in dank ravines. 

GENERAL HABITS. Mov’cs about thc undergTOAvth, much in the manner 
of Dmnetia, in parties of up to a dozen birds or more, often with other 
babblers. Seldom ascends more than a metre or tw’o above the ground, 
but when having ventured too far up, hasa habitofdropping perpendicularly 
like a falling leaf into the thickets below on the slightest alarm. 

FOOD. Insects, 

VOICE and calls. Utters sundry squeaks and a harsh, rather subdued 
chur-r chuT-r, like an iora’s, when a flock is working through undergrowth. 
Alarm, a rattling chur-r. Song, if any, not recorded. 

BREEDING. Sfoson, ill-dcfincd, practically thc ^vhole year, but there 
appear to be two main periods, before and after the monsoon (Belts); 
main season seems to be March to July. a iDugh ball of dead bamboo 
or grass blades lined \rilh black rootlets and grass, well hidden in thick 
shrubs, usually vvithin one metre from thc ground. This spedes builds 
* cock nests *, very loosely and untidily made balls of bamboo leaves, tmlined 
and usually in full dav; they arc not us^ for breeding though thc birds, 
at times up to four individuals, roost in them. ^Vhcrcvc^ the spedes occurs, 
one finds many of these nests at all times of the year, often two or three, 
sometimes more, close together, thus leading some observ'crs to belicv'c 
that the species may be * semi-colonial * in its breeding habits. Eggs, normally 
2, white, speckled or spotted \dih brownish red, slightly more so at the 
larger end. Average size of24 eggs 19*3 X 13*8 mm (Baker). 

Museum DiACVOsa. DlfTcrs from bcterdiUc^i in having the crown blackish brown 
instead of sooty brown. 

MEATjaEsnum and colours of bare parts. Aj in bnrdUlsrn. 

1225. Kerala Blackhcaded Babbler. Rhopccichlc ctriceps bourdilleei 

(Hume) 

Alcippt tos^Ulo'ii Hume, 1876, Stray Feathers 4: 485 {.SlN-nall, Tni%'ancorc) 
Baker, FBI No. 2'>5, Vol, 1 : 282 

local name. Peti dUeppsn (Mala>'a!am). 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5ia,). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1224, Scc Muscum Dia^osis. 
status^ distribution and habitat. Common resident. Th® b**” o 
Ccrala and ^vestcra Tamil Nadu south of the PiUghat Gap; from thc 
□wJimds to e. 1800 m, (scc map, p. 175). Habitat as in 122*. 

OENEKAt. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. Aa in 1224, q.v. met 

BREEDINO. As in 1224. Average sice of24 e^ 19-1 >< 14-1 
Mvseum Diagnosis- Intermediate between etneps and rrfn>«. Diffcn from 
^cps in hasang the crown, nape, lores and cheeks nxrty brown 
ark blackish brmra. and the underparts from lower breast to 
OTginous. Adult and juvenal plumaEcs agree in being brown-headed, but there 
: a certain amount of individual variation. 


>IEASUREMENTS 


Wing 


9 9 


55-fil 

54-58 


Bill 

(from skull) 
14-16 
14-16 


Tattui 


Tail 


48-52 mm 

21-22 43-48 mm 

(SA, HW, Korir) 
coeouRS OF BARE TARTS. Iris lemon-i-ellmv or p Je yell^. Bill : 
rk horny brown; commissure and lower mand.ble pale ^-uh fimh aduD 
outb pale pinkish fioh, young mouth and gape yeUow. Legs and fee p 
cy; datvs dusky. 

1226. Ceylon Dry Zone BUcltbeaded Babbler. Rhoponchla ejnapi 
skeahu Whistler 

Bhcpockhla atricrpi tkeatm Whistler, 1941, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 62: 37 
(Kalawewa, N.C.P., Ceylon) 

Baker. FBI No. 296 (part), Vol. 1 : 282 


LOCAL HASIES, PcraaAi'f arai/d, Batiuheha (Sinhala). 


SIZE. Sparrow — ; 
TIELD CBtARACTERS. 


length t. 13 cm (5 in.). 

As in 1224, but blackish restricted to forehead ana 


car-coverts. , . 

STATLT, DisTKtnirno.v and habitat. Common resident. Ceylon in tne 
losv'country Dry rone and Hill rone op to over 2100 m, (sec map, p. 17S). 
Affects undergross-th in forest, scrub and bamboo. 

GENERAL HAiiiTS, Fooo and VOICE. As in 1224, q.v. , 

BREEDLNO. Srvvr., breeds the year round but chieny from Fcliniary to m 
end of May and during October and November. A'«( and tfgt, as m 1224. 

hlLTCLnl DlACs'osn. Similar to Bigrifreni (1227) but fulvous-brown “PP^^ 
parts, wings and uil olivaccoos-fulvous instead of a more saturaled rusty fuano*. 
brms-n of lower Banks, vent and under tail-coverts olivaceous-brown 

Young. Similar to adult but black of sides of had less sharply def.ned; rojea 


of wings, tail and wing-co'crts more rusty. 



MEASUREirE.V-TS 



T»n 

Wing 

BUI 

Tama 


(from skull) 


43-50 nun 

(pcT 55-60 

9 9 54-60 

14-16 

21-23 

14-15 

21-23 

42-48 mm 
(HW, SDR) 

Weight I 9 16 g (SDR). 





HANDBOOK VOLUME 6 : 185-188 


439 


BABBLERS 


185 186 


TIMALIINAE 


cotjotnts OT BAKE pAKts. Iris ydlow or ydlowUli. Upper mandible bro>s'iush 
bom, lower whitish'bom. Lc^ pearly pink or flesh-coloured. 

1227, Ceylon Wet Zone Blackheaded Babbler. Rhopocichla atriups 
nigri/rons (Blyth) 

Aldppe mpifrms Blyth, 1849, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bcn^ 18; 815 
(Uragaha, S.P., Cc>’lon) 

Baker, FBI No. 296 (part), VoL 1 : 282 

LOCAi. HAUES. Ftffcndfl-famxlZo, Bet^xha (Siidiala). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; leng^ c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 1224, but blackish restricted to forehead and 
car-coverts. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Commou resident. Ceylon in the 
low-country Wet zone and the hills of the southwest (sec map, p. 175). 
Affects scrub and ev erg r een forest. 

GENERAL HABrTs, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1224, q.v. 

EREEDiNO. Seasen, nests have been fotmd in every month except December 
and January, but main periods are April and May, and October and 
lljovcmbcr. Nesly as in 1224. As many as four or five birds have been observed 
working on the same nest used as roosting-shcltcr. After a nest has been 
used for rearing young, it may be used long afterwards as a family roost. 
Eggs, almost invariably 2, similar to those of 1224. Average size of 30 eggs 
19*6 X 13'7 mra (Baker). 

Museum DtACNOsn. Differs from sieccius in bring a much richer, ^^ra^mcr brovm 
on back, wings and tafl. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BUI 

Tanus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



58-60 

15 

22-23 

44-48 mm 

56.58 

15 

22,23 

44 mm 


(H\V) 

Wright 1 17; 1 9 16 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BAKE PARTS. As in 1226. 

Genus Macronous Jardiue & Selby 
AfflcrcfnoujJanlmc & Selby, 1835, 111. Om., text topi. 150.Type,byinonotypy, 

' Jifacronous ptUosus Tardinc Sc Selby 

■Afuwmir Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 1 1 : 749, footnote. Type, by original 
designation, lora ehicns Hodgson MS = ‘Ttmalia chloris Blyth 
Differs from other slender-billed Timaliinae in having the nostrfls oval, exposed 
and not covered by a scale or membrane.' 

1228. Yellowbreasted Babbler. Macronous gularis rubricapilla (Tickcll) 
Motacilla rubricapilla TickcU, 1833, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 2: 576 (Borabhum) 
Macronus [rir] gularis mayri Koelz, 1951, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 3; 27 
(Sukna, Dadecling District, Bengal) 

Macronus (rie] gularis assamxcus Koelz, 1951, Jour. 2^1. Soc. India 3: 27 
(Tura, Garo Hills, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 283, Vol. 1 s 273 
Plate 74, fig. 4 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow length c. 11 cm (4 in.). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. A6orf, gtcyuh olivc ^vith tawny olivc Cap and wungs. 
Lores and supcrdlium pale yellow. Below, chin, 
throat and breast pale yellow with dark streaks. 
Belly pale yellow; sides of body olivc-buff. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common 
resident. From western Nepal in the bhabar, duns 
X e. I and tcrai east through Dasjccimg and Sikkim 

duars and Bhutan foothills; the plains and base of 
hills in Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, East Pakistan, West Bengal, southeast 
Bihar (Chota Nagpur), Orissa, southeast Madhya Pradesh (Bastar district). 



Mocronous gularis 



northeast Andhra Pradesh (Vishakhapatnam Ghats) and south M>'sorc 
(Mysore District); usually below 600 m (up to 900 m in the Peninsula). 
Affects both light and dense forest among bushes and undergrowth, bamboo 
jungle, long grass and brushwood. 

ExfralimUal. Numerous subspecies throughout the Indochinese countries, 
Malaysia, Sumatra, Java, Borneo, PalasN-an, and neighbouring islands. 

GENERAL HABITS. A low-cicvation babbler; one of the noisiest of the 
tribe, thus unlikely to be overlooked wherever occurring. Keeps in parties 
up to a dozen or more — singly or pairs during breeding season — often 
in mixed company. Hunts in the foliage canopy or up amongst bamboos, the 
flocks quickly moving on, or ‘ flosring * from tree to tree. Actions and be- 
haviour rather tit-like — similar to AUippe, Minla and other small babblers: 
clinging to leaves upside do^vn and side^vays and scanning the undeisuriacc 
for insects. Occasionally feeds on the ground. 
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FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A rich, mellow, rather metallic kew-kew-kew-kew-keto^ 
kew repeated monotonously for minutes, with short breaks bet>vccn the runs 
— rather like one of the Tailor Bird’s calls but even more surprisingly loud 
for the size of the bird; occasionally varied by a harsh chichoo or chrr-chichoo 
(SA). Birds of a feeding party keep up a soft, conversational pick pick etc. 
Alarm, a sharp ckr-r-r. Apparently also has a song, but this has not been 
intelligibly described. 

BREEDING. Season^ April to July, chiefly May and June. Xest, globular, 
varying in size from 10 to 20 cm in ^ameter, made of bamboo leaves, 
broad grass blades or palm strands, lined with fine grass and fine fibrous 
rootlets. Placed fairly low down in bushes or bamboo clumpis, looking very 
much like a ^vind-blowu cluster of bamboo leaves. Eggs, 3 or 4, occasionally 
5, white, marked with very small blotches and specks of reddish brown, 
generally forming a ring at the large end. Average size of 120 eggs 16*6 x 
12'6 mm (Baker). 

Miseum Diagnosis. See Field Characters.^ 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

tJ'd' 55-63 14-16 ' 17-19 47-57 mm 

9 9 52-61 14-16 18-19 46-55 mm 

(BB, HW, SA, Rand & Fleming) 

Wright 5 ri’d' 1(^14; 4 9 9 S (SA, GD, BB). 

CX3LOURS or BARE FARTS. Ifis whilish ^tlloNs*. BUI slatc. Legs pale brown. 


Genus Timalia Horsficld 

TlffwfiaHorsficld, 182l,Trans. linn. Soc. London 13; 150, pi. l.Typc,by monotypy, 
Timalia piUata Horsficld 

Charactemed by the peevdiar rigid shafts of the feathers forehead and crown 
and by its deep black bUL Tail longer than wing, much graduated. 


1229. Redcapped Babbler* Ttmalia piUatc bengjlensis Godtrin-Austen 

Timalia bea^clrisis Godwin- Austen, 1872, Jour. Asiat- Soc- Bengal 41 ; 143 
(Kharimis) 

Ttmalia pUcata ervtiicola Koriz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4; 153 
(Karong, Marupur) -- 

Baker, FBI No. 227, Vol. 1 : 226 
PUtc 79, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. (Mikir) ; Domaog&ska gcsl^ tCachari) ; Ir.gito (Kadia 

Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrow length f. 17 cm (61 in,). 

TTELD CHARACTERS. Atjcc, forthcad whitc continued as a streak over the 
cyx; crov.Tx chestnut; lores and stout bill black; car-coverts white, sides 
of neck slatc grey. Back oliN'c-brov.’n, slightly streaked on upper back; tail 



Y. c, I 


brown, narrowly barred, graduated. Below, chin and throat white, the 
latter with fine black streaks; belly buff, 
flanks olivc-brotvn. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Com- 
mon resident. From the western Nepal tcrai 
cast to Gorakhpur (cast U.P.), the plains of 
Darjcch'ng and Jalpaiguri districts (duan), 
the foothilk of Sikkim and Bhutan, the flood 
plains of the Brahmaputra, West Bengal 
(Calcutta), East Pakistan, Assam, Nagaland 
and Manipur. From the lowlands to about 
900 m, in the Khasi Hills on the grass-covered plateaux up to c. 1200 m. 
Affects losv-lying swampy areas — - tall grass, recd-beds, brushwood and scrub 
jungle, often along streams and roads. 

ExtralimitaL Northwestern Burma and northern Arakan. The species 
extends north and cast to Kweichow, Kw'angsi and Vietnam; nominate 
race in Java. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs during the breeding season, othervrise 
in small parties of up to 6 or 8 birds. Hunts in the lower cover working from 
stem to stem, picking insects off the twgs and leaves, threading its tvay 
through the tangles of tall grass and bushes, seldom exposing itself to view. 

FOOD. Insects, 

VOICE and calls. Ordinary call-note, a quiet tit, tit (Fleming). Alarm- 
notes harsh and rasping, very similar to the korchuck of the Great Reed 
Warbler (Bates); also a (conversational?) rolling prrew (SA). Song, a 
curious combinadon of a flute-like trill and a whistle, of about half a dozen 
notes, descending in pitch, distincti\x and unlike any other bird-call. 
Another call commonly uttered as the bird climbs about in cover resembles 
ckrw-aje, chit, chit, chit, chit, or sometimes scree . . . chit, chit, chit; abo one 
consisting of five or six notes harsh and rising in pitch (Smythics). 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, March to Oaober, AWf, a roughly made ball of 
coarse grass or strips of bamboo leaves with occasionally a few leaves or 
rootlets, and scantily lined with finer grass; the whole nest looks like an 
accumulation of rubbish. The entrance is large in proportion to the size 
of the nest (r. 5 cm); one nest is described (Rosc\*earc) as cup-shaped. 
Placed low down in a bush or on the groimd under the shelter of a bush or 
tussock of grass. Eggs, 3 to 5, whitc, marked with small blotches of dark 
umber-brown and a few secondary ones of dark inky grey, more numerous 
at the large end. Average size of 50 eggs 19 X 14*5 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnoss. See Field Characters. Colour of cap varies from chestnut 
to almost brick-red or maroon. 


MEASUREMENTS 


o‘'d’ 

Wing 

53-62 

BUI 

(from slculT) 

18-19 

Tarsm 

23-24 

Tail 

65-71 ram 

9 5 

56-60 

(from fcatiicrs) 
15-17 

t.22 

f.65 mm 

5\’cigiit 1 o* 

17:1 9 15g 

(SDR). 


(BB, SDR, SA) 
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COLOURS OF BARc PARTS. Iris rcddbh brown. Bill black; mouth black. Legs 
and fc«t dark fcrown; soles yellowish. 

Genus Chrysomma BI>'th 

Chrysomma Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 181. TypCf-byoriginal designa- 
tion, Timalia hypoleuca Franklin = C. simnse hypoleacum (Franklin) 

Bill short, deep, without a notch; nwtriU oval and exposed. Tail graduated, 
the outer rcctriccs about half the length of the central ones. 

Key to the Species 


Chrysomma sinense (Gmclin) 
Key to the Sahspedes 


Nostrils yellow 


b Darker and 



Page 


169 

. . . .C. aUirostre 

192 

... .C. s. nasalis 

192 

,C. s. hyPolewum 

189 

.. ..C.s. sifiertse 

190 


1230. Western Yellow-eyed Babbler. Chrysomma sinense hyPoleucum 
(Franklin) 

Timalia hypoUuca Franklin, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc, London: 118 (behveen Calcutta 
and Banaras = U.P., restricted by Ticehurst, 1922, Ibis: 543) 

Chrysomma sinensis saurashtrense Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst, Regional Exploration, 
No. 1 : 4 (Sasan, Saurashtra) 

Baker, FBI No, 234 (part), Vol. 1; 233 


CAryjommo tfnense 



Weight 10 o' 9 12-20 (av. 16- 1) g (SA). 
CO1.0URS OP BARE PARTS. As itt 1231. 


LOCAL NAJ.IE5. Bdra-podnH, Bara-pidda, Gdlah (HinBi). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

field characters. As in 1231. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Resident, locally common;' absent 
from pure desert. West Pakistan and northwest India from Kohat and the 
Indus Valley, east to northern and eastern Uttar Pradesh, northwestern 
Madhya Pradesh and extreme northeastern Maharashtra. Intergradcs with 
sinmse in northern U.P. (Dchra Dun) ; eastern U.P. (Gorakhpur), western 
M.P. (Sagar, Sehorc, Indore) and I^andcsh (Nasik, Igatpuri). In the 
plains and at the base of hills up to 1200 m. Affects scrub, thorn jungle, 
tamarisks, brushwood by streams, scrub-covered eroded ravines, edges of 
cultivation, reed-beds, bamboo, cane fields and tall coarse grass. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1231, q.v. 

BREEDING. Season^ June (rarely April) to September (monsoon). Ntst 
and eggs^ as in 1231. Average size of 46 eggs 19*1 X 14*5 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. Postnuptial moult takes place 
in October-November. 


MEASURESIENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from skull) 


80-104 mm 

tft? 

61-71 

14-15 

22-27 

99 

61-67 

13-16 

25-27 

84-94 mm 


(HW, SA) 


1231. Yellow-eyed Babbler. Chrysomma siranse sintnst (Gmclin) 

Parus sinensis Gmclin, 1789, Syst. Nat. I: 1012 (Cliina) 

Pyctorhis sinensis sa/uruhof Ticehurst, 1922, Bull, Brit. Om. Cl. 42 : 57 (Bhutan Dusn) 
Ckiysornma sinensis nagaerde Koch, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, ho. 1 :4 
(Karong, Manipur) ‘ 

Baker, FBI No. 234, Vol. 1: 233 
^ Plate 79, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES/ Culdb’ehdsbm, BulaUehashm (Hindi); JVrra koli-jUia (Telugu). 
S 1 T.E. Bulbul — length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, rufcsccnt bro\^m, wings cinnamon. Lores and 
a short supercilium white; eye yellow, conspicuous orange-yellow ^’c-rim. 

Bill black. Below^ white, washed with buff 
on lower belly. Tail long and graduated. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resi- 
dent, widely distributed. India south and 
cast of a line Nasik-Indorc-Sagar-Gorakh- 
pur, south to the Nilgiris and the Cauvery 
X f. 1 river, ea.st through East Pakistan, Assam, 

Nagaland and Manipur, and north^ along 
the terai from western Nepal through the plains and duars of Daijeeling 
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and Jalpaiguri districts, Bhutan foothills and Brahmaputra valley. Usually 
under lOOOminthc hills. Affects scrub, bush-clad grassy hillsides, secondary 
growth, tall grass and bushes, sugarcane fields, hedges and bamboo. 

Exlraiimitat. Extends cast to Vietnam and through south China to 
Kwangtung, 

GENERAL HABITS. After thc breeding season keeps in small parties of 
five to fifteen individuals often in association with thc various species of 
Prinia (wrcn-warblers) which share its habitat, working through thick 
cover, clinging to twigs or recd-stems sideways or upside down in the manner 
of tits. Very elusive. Clambers up to e.xposed tops of reeds now and again 
for a few seconds to utter its cheeping notes, and dives into the thicket 
again to resume hunting. Flight feeble, jerky and undulating. 

FOOD. Caterpillars, grasshoppers and other insects and spiders; berries 
(lantana, Salvadora prrsica, etc.); also nectar {EryihH/ta, Salmalia, etc.). 

VOICE and calls. Normal call-note a loud, clear, somewhat plaintive 
cheep~cheep‘cheep. Alarm, chum. Song, in breeding season a sweet, powerful 
whistling phrase resembling twee-lwee-la~ivhit-chu with accent on the penulti- 
mate ukitf and also a loud cheep-cheep-cheep cheep-cheeps about two noic.^ per 
second, allemating with a low knt-kni-kru (Smylhics), The song is delivered 
from thc top of a bush or thc extremity of some tall grass-stem. Males 
continue to sing even in hcav>’ postnuptial moult. 

BREEDING. iVfuafi, from JUnc (occasionally April and May) to November, 
chiefly July and August (monsoon). A'irr/, a beautiful cone-shaped, deep 
cup of coarse grasses and blades lined with finer material, sparsely to 
copiously cemented on the outside with cobwebs. Hung hammockwisc 
between upright stems of grasses or monsoon plants, or wedged into some 
crotch of a bush 50 to 150 cm from the ground. The supporting stems arc 
incorporated into the wall of thc nest ^vh^ch is sometimes carefully concealed, 
at others very conspicuous. Eggs, 3 to 5, usually 4, pinkish whirc, thickly 
marked all over with chestnut-red; for descriptive details, sec Baker, 
JicattDii, Vol. I: 197. Average size of 1 00 eggs 17*9 X 14-9 mm (Baker). 
Both sexes incubate and feed the young, which leave the nest 12 or 13 
da>’s after Jiatcliing. Period of incubation undetermined. \Vhcn approached, 
the parents slip off the nest and skulk au*ay through cover before taking 
flight. A bird near thc nest has been described to * feign in a most realistic 
manner to be wounded, swaying with wings and tail outspread on a twig, 
as if about to topple over and fall at any moment * {ins'). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspecies. 

Young, very similar to adult but wings are a paler diestnoi. PoMjuvrnal moult 


Tarsus Tail 

22-27 73-102 mm 

25-27 78-100 mm 

(H\V, S.A) 

COtOCTtJ or HARE PAim. Irij ytHowiih to orang/-yrllm<-; rv-r-rim orongr. Bill 
bUck; mouth apparently difTtn reajooally. blaclc in the brreillng seamn. otliermtc 
oraage-brown. 


complete. 

UEASURZIIENTS 



Wng 

Bill 



(from skull) 


62-70 

14-15 

99 

62-70 

13-IG 

'cieht 15 n 

lo 15-21 (av. 18-3 )r — S/t 
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Nestling. Iris greenish brown. Bill pale homy brown! gape lemon-yellowj 
mouth bright chrome-yellow or orange, with two black spots on posterior fork of 
tongue. Legs and feet pinkish flesh. 


1232. Ceylon Yellow-eyed Babbler. Chrysomma sinrrue nasalis (Lcggc) 

PkiM muMi Legge, 1879, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hill. ser. 3: 163 (Ceylon) 
Baler, FBI No. Z3G, \'ol. I ! 235 


vyCAU NASlE. ' HamhU’kurtillS (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c, 18 cm (7 itt.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS.^ As lit 1231. .. . j 1, . 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION antJ iiAisiTAT. Rcsidcttf, Widely distnbuted but 
iwhere common. Ceylon, in all zones up to nearly 1800 m. Affects scrub, 
gh grass, ' paianas low grassy jungle, swamps and femiands. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1231, q.s’. 

Foon. Mainly insects; also berries {Laniana etc.) and Rowcr-steciat 
VOICE and CALLS. Song of male, a briskly whistled phrase rendered 
miykra-mcrU wlwiwiwiwi; a loud callprrrprrr kowhluhh (Henry). Other 

)tC5 as ill 1231. , , . _ r- t 

BREEDING. AVasa.i, ill-defined: November to h ay cluefiy 

av; nests also recorded in July, .^rsl, as in 1231. 7fg.?r, usua 7 • ’ 

nra 4, similar to those orrii/nur. Average size of IG eggs 17 X lJ-» mm 

Mmemi Diagnosis. Bill stouter than in the continental races; nostrils black. 

.....-..-J between m-sn e. 


r...... ...... .]:/.l.»1tF 


MEASUREMEKH 



Wing 

BUI 



(from skull) 

5 d'd’ 

63-69 

14-15 

3 9 9 

63-69 

14 


COLOURS OF BARE farts, Alin 1231. 


Tarsus 

Tail 

25-26 

24-25 

70-CG mm 
72-79 mro 
(IIW, SDR) 


Chrysomma altirostre jerdou 

Kry to the Sal79peeSt« 

Throat whitish C-C. seindieum 

Throat ^rey .C. phngrtioTis 

1233. Sind Babbler. CAcncmima oliiiostte sdniicum (Harjnfrton) 

Pyetorhis eltirostris seindlcus HarinsWn, I91B, Jouf. Bombay nat. HUt- Soc. 23.424 
' (Sukkur, Siod) 

Baker, FBI No. 239, VoL 1: 237 
Plate 79, fit- 3 


LOCAL NAUE. MuiloJa (^Urdu). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 17 cm (6J m.). 

Field characters, Abore, fulvou*. Behu’, chin and throat white; bfcatt 
and remainder of lower plumage ochraccous. Tall long and graduated. 
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Distinguished from the Yellow-eyed Babbler by the folIo%ving: cyz brown, 
bill ycllcnvish* brown; no white supcrdlimn; forehead blade with ashy 
margins. Sexes alUce. 

STATUS, DisTiUBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, ver>' local; range disjunct 
from that of grirngulam. West Pakistan in the pl^ns of the India, near 


Chrytomma eWrostrt 



Dis tributional ranges 

JoruficinTi ( 1233 ). m griseistttcTv ( 1234 ). Mgri elthostre (RE). 


hCanwali, MuzaC^rgarh, Jampur and Sukkur. Appears to be confined to 
the ' khan * grass jimglc (Seceharum cnmdmc^ewn), 

CEKERAL HABITS. Found in parties of six to twelve or more in the non- 
breeding season. *To suit it there must be a regular "sea” of khan, pre- 
ferably not less than six feet (180 cm) high. If the grass is eaten do^ra by 
cattle or grows in separate dumps one is not likely to c»me across it ' (H. W. 
Waite). 

BBZEDiHG. Only a single nest (vbith 2 eggs) known from Sukkur dist, 
Sind — Jide Holmes & Wright (JBl^S 66: 20). No details. See 1234. 

Museum DiACNOsa. Differs from gnseigslerii in having a white dun and throat 
(c. grey), and the remainder of lovi*cr parts ochraceoui. 

MEAsuREME^r^. (Type, probably an immature) 

Wing BiU Tarsus 

65 13 24 mm 

(HIV) 

ooLOUM or HAM PARTS. Untccordcd. 


1234. Home’s Babbler, Chytonma eltirostre ^mei^ulcris (Hume) 

Pjcicrhzs grisn^sleTis Hume, 1877, Stray Feathers 5; 1 16 (Assam) 
Baker, FBI No, 238, Vol 1 : 236 


LOCAL KAME. 7tri-xcToz (Assam). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 17 cm (SJ in.). 

FiEXS) GHARACTERS, Abort, dark ferruginous b^o^s•n, paler on rump; 
a hoary grey supcrctlium. Below, chin and throat ashy grey, remainder 
brownish buff. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. From 
the Bhutan and north Bengal duars east in the plains of the Brahmaputra 
to the Naga Hills, the plains of Cachar and East Pakistan in the 
Surma Vallc>', the Haor Basin* and the Chittagong region. Affects 
the great expanses of ekra or elephant grass, reeds and vegetation along 
rivers. 

£tfrfl/rrahd, 'Northeastern Burma (Kachin State). The race of the Irra- 
waddy plains, south-central Burma, may be extinct (Dcignan in Peters’s 
Check-list). 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in paijs or small parties according to the 
season, skulking in long grass or reeds, constantly flit ting from one reed 
to another. 

FOOD. Grasshoppers and other insects; also small seeds, 

VOICE and calls. ‘ A sweet little song of half a dozen notes uttered from 
the top of a tall reed * (Baker). Call described by Stevens as resembling 
the syllables chrw, chi, chi repeated sc\xral times, and to be the .reverse of 
the call of Marsh Spotted Babbler (1160) inhabiting the same 

fades. 

BREEDING. StosoTi, mainly Junc and July (monsoon). B'est, a neat, deep 
cup of tightly drawn grass, plastered cobwebs and lined fine 
fibres. Most nests are built on a single stout stem at the junction of leaf- 
blades or sometimes embracing sc%'cral thinner stems. Eggs, average size 
of fourteen 18*1 X 14*6 mm. ‘All my nests have contained two or three 
eggs only, but one would imagine four or five to be the full dutch * (Baker). 
They arc of the same types as those of the YcUoiv-eycd Babbler, pale or 
bright pink with blotches or smears of reddish brotvn or light red; their 
similarity to those of the genus Atcippe is striking. 

Museum Diacsosb. See Field Characters and Key to the Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 



4Vmg 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tanuj 

Tan 

o? 

65 

13 

24 

82 ima 
(H\V) 

1 O' 

64 

13 

25 

91 xnm 
(Deslayes) 

COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Iris brown or goWco brown; eye-iimycUowisIi green, 
liU pale homy. legs pale fleshy or orange-brown; feet darker. 


* The lovr.lying country^ northeast of the central region of East Pakatan dotted with 
perennially Beedra depressions knovm as hesn, adjacent to the Surma Valley. 
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Genus Panurus Koch 

PcjTvms Koch, 1816, S^'st. bder. ZooL: 201. Type, b)’ monotypy, Pems hicnt n ms 
Linnaeus 

BUI short, culmen rounded with uncinate dp. Nostrils mostly co%’ered by bristly 
plumules, Rictal bristles soft and short. Tail long and strongly graduated, the 
outermost rectrices scarcely half as long as median pair. Under tail-covcrts very 
long, equal to outermost rectrices. 


1235. Bearded Tit-Babbler or Reedling. Panmus bianrSaxs nuricur 
(Brehm) 

il^sfcrt«uffi«rirtLrBrchm, l831,Handb.Naturg, Vog. Deutschland; 472 (Russia) 
in Baker, FBI 
Plate 96, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES, A'onc recorded, 

SIZE. Sparrow, wdth long tail; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CKARACTTERs. Male (adult). Distinguished at once by the striking 
head pattern. Above, head Ia\Tnder grey svith broad, tapering black mous- 
tachial stripe. BiU yellow. Back, rump and t 2 ui mostly cinnamon-bufT. 
Closed ivings banded lengthivise with whitish (outer border), rufous, 
blackish and pale buff (scapulars and inner border). Below, chin and throat 
white, breast and belly tinged tvith pink; flanks taA\-ny; under tail-covcrts 
black. Tml long and graduated, the shorter rectrices tipped or edged tvith 
white. 

Female (adult). Duller; head concolorous with back, moustachial stripe 
lacking; under tail-covcm bu^ not black. 

STATUS, DiSTkiBtrnoN and habitat. Accidental winter visitor. One 
record: a flock of eight to nvcivc birds near Attock, West Pakistan fWhisilcr, 
^XHS 32: 217). Affects reed-beds; the flock observed near Attock was 
in dense serpal grass {SccehcruTTi sp.) and scrub. 

Exirdbrnicl. hliddle Eurasia from western Europe to hlanchuria and 
Japan. The nominate race is restricted to western Europe. 

general habits. Gregarious outside the breeding season, in flocks up 
to forty or fifty. Moves up and doavn reeds with jerky action assuming 
a variety' of acrobatic postures, or creeps among NTgctatiou at their 
base. 

FOOD. Insects. In winter chiefly seeds of reeds. 

VOICE and calls. A distincri\*c, ringing, vibrant * ping ping and more 
dudn^vc ficc’. Parties keep up a t\rittcr mingled with a more plaintive 
ICC. Notes of alarm or anxi ety described as a scolding, guttural p^zzhzt, 
275)^^^'''^ chtirring c^iinT-irr-inrnT (Witherhy, 1938, 1; 

^BREZtjiNC. Not recorded in our limits, Secsen, clseivhcrc, April to Julv'. 
built low* doivn among reeds, made of reed-blades lined with the 
fierweriag tops of reeds. 

MemuM Diacxosu. See Field Character*. FcrdeLsnsofpl umag-s and strucnire 
(«!jo Konor^) of ncra-Jnitc net, m \Vlthnbj-, 1 933, 1: 274-7. 
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KEASTIRZMEjm 



4Vuig 

Bin 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

Tail 

d’d’ 

58-65 

c. 10 

c. 21 

83-99 mm 

99 

53-62 

e, 10 

c. 21 

63-92 mm 


(4Ving and tail by Demenfiev) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS (of nominate race). Iris pale faufil Bill, o' deep straw- 
colour; 9 » upper mandible ana base and cutting edges of lower mandible greenish 
horn; rest of lower mandible yellow'. Legs and feet black (Wtherby). 

Genus Conostoma Hodgson 

CcTioitoma Hodgson, 1841, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 10: 856-7. Type, by ori ginal 
designation, Ccnostoina cmodiax Hodgson 

Size large. Bill longer, less deep than in Pejadvxsrrds, cutting edges gently ciirvcd, 
not sinuous. Nostrils entirely covered by stiff feathers. Tail longer than wing, not 
strongly graduated. Legs, feet and hindclaw >*cry strong. 


1236. Great ParrotbiU. Ccnosloma aemodiun Hodgson 
Coroftona emodhu Hodgson, 1841, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 10: 857 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 89. Vol. 1 : 104 
Plate 79. fig. 15 

LOCAL NA3G3. Tuti (Paharia) ; Uio-rersdo-pha (Lepcha). 

SIZE. M^ma; length 28 cm (11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large gTcy-brown bird resembling a laugWng 
thrush with an upright carriage and a stout, orangc-y’cllmv bill. Adult. 

Abme, forehead whitish, lores and super- 
cfiium browm. Back olive-brown. BeUw, 
entirely mouse-grey. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 
Resident, sparingly distributed. The 
Himalayas f^m cen tra l Nepal through 
Sikkim, Bhutan, and presumably NEFA; 
from 2700 to 36(K) m at all seasons, 
perhaps down to 2KX) m in winter. There 
are no records of it descending to 40(X) ft 
Affects Tingal bamboo and rhododendron 



X c. 1 


(c. 1200 m) as stated in the FBI. 
bushes. 

ExtrclirdUd. Extends to southeastern Tibet, northern Burma, north- 
\%’cstcm Yunnan and southwestern Szechuan, 

GENERAL HABITS. In pairs or small parries, often associated with various 
speaes of laughing thrushes. Keeps \*cry mu^ to bamboo jungle, hopping 
about with a rather upright carriage. Resembles some^vhat riie laughing 
thrushes in habits, but instead of hopping up the branches, uraally mo v e s 
about two metres or so off the ground and parallel with the forest floor. 
•Also feeds a good deal on the ground, even, in snow, venturing a little way 
into the open for the purpose. Though large and clumsy, it is skilful at 
keeping out of right but at the same time intensely curious, readily allowing 
itself to be called up. 
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FOOD, Green bamboo shoots, crab-apple seeds, wild raspberries and 
insects. 

VOICE and calls. Very noisy with much churring and chattering like 
a Turdoidesi also a characteristic note, very harsh krrafchahj krarch krarchah 
(Proud) . A fourfold grating croak and a clear musical wheou whtou (Stanford). 

BREEDiNo. Little known. Season^ May to July. A'erf, a very rc^ar hemi- 
sphere, both inside and outside, compactly built of dry coarse grass and 
strips of bamboo leaves and thickly lined with very fine green grass-stems. 
Exterior diameter r. 15 cm, height c, 8 cm, diameter of cup e. 1 1 cm, depth 
c. 5 cm. Placed in clumps of bamboo. Eggs, the two nests known contained 
2 and 3 eggs, dull white, spanely blotched, streaked and smudged ^vith 
pale yellowish brown, with pale secondary inky purple spots and smudges 
about the large end, or white with a few specks and tiny blotches of reddish, 
iairly numerous at Ac larger end. Size of two eggs 27*8 x 20 • 4 and 28*1 x 
20*8 mm (Baker). 

MusEUiif Diagnosis. See Field Characters; for details of pliunage Baker, loc. cit. 

Young (immature). Like adult, but upperparts and edges to \ving more rufes* 
cent. Tail-feathers narrower and more pointed. 

MEAStmEMENTS \ 


Yunnan 

IVing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

2 d’d’ 

120, 132 

24 

39, 40 

129. 140 mm 

6 99 

Sikkim 

130-132 

23-25 

4(M2 
(one 44) 

134-155 mm 

(Desfayes) 

4 (o?) 

120-128 

23 

40 

122-130 mm 


(Stevens, Mayr) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris pale yellow or pale orange-yellow. Bill orange- 
yellow at base, yellow at tip of upper and base of lower mandible. Legs very dull 
plumbeous green (Stanford). 

Genus Paradoxorkis CTould 

Paradoxomis Gould, 1836, Proc. Zool. Soc. I.ondon: 17. Type, by monotypy, 
Poradoxomis fiamnstm Gould 

Suthora Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (I) : 32. Type, by monotypy, 

Suthora nipaltnsis Hodgson 

Psitliparus Hcllmayr, 1903, Das Tierreich, lief. 18: 163, New nzmdot Scaeorhynchus 
Oates, 1889. T>pc, by original designation, PaTodoxomis rvfieeps Blyth 
Pteosuthora Hcllmayr, 291 1, Genera Avium (VVytsman), pL 16: 74. Type, by original 
designation, Sutkara davidiana Sdater 

Characterized by the very deep and short bill with more or less sinuous cutting 
edges, used for tearing up bamboo stems. Plumage very soft and lax. 

Key to the Spedefi 

A Large site, total length over 13 cm 

1 Entire plumage grey and olive. P, unkolor 

2 Crown ashy, forehead black P.gularis 


Page 

198 

209 


- Page 

3 Crmvn rufous 

a Ear-coverts black, throat dark brown P.fiscrmiTis 210 

b Ear-coverts black, throat black-spedded buff P. guItclicriZir 212 

c Ear-coverts not black 

i Larger ; wng well over 80 mm ^.P,rvji£tps 207 

ii Smaller; ^ring well tmder 80 mm P. ctvsapemlieais 203 

B Small size; total length under 13 cm 

4 Throat black P. rdpeUnsij 200 

5 Throat ocbraceous P.fultijhns 199 


1237. Brown ParrotbilL Paradoxomis mxcolor (Hodgson) 


H.{tt{romoTpka) vmcolor Hodgson, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 488 
(the Cachar, Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 92^ VoL 1 : 108 
Plate 79, fig. 13 


LOCAL NASiE. LPuyTommo-pho (Lepcha). > 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 21 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dull oHvc-browii babblcr-likc bird with dark 
head, conspicuous black eyebrow and very short thick yellow bill. Ahoe, 
head greyish brown with a hoary aspect espe- 
dally on Ae sides; a pale ring round Ac cj'c; 
a dark cyc-stripc; rest of upperparts olive-brown. 
Below, Aroat and breast greyish brown; rest of 
underparts olivc-brotvn. Sexes alike. t 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. UncommoA 
resident. From cast Nepal to Sikkim, Daijecling, 
Bhutan, NEFA (Tawang and presumably through 
the Agency) ; from c. 2700 to 3400 m at all seasons, 
but -desecnAng to 2000 m in tvintcr. Keeps almost 
X c. 1 exclusively to dense moling bamboo {Anmdinana 

sp.) and dwarf rhododendron grotvth. 

Exlralimital.' Southeast Tibet, northeastern 'Burma, northwestern Yunnan 



and southwestern Szechuan. 

GENERAL HABITS. In Small noisy parties of half a dozen or so, sometimes 
in company with Conosioma, skulking, and reluctant to fly long dbtance. 
Sits very upright and keeps edging up to the top of bamboo stems, occasion- 
ally clinging upside down and pecking about on mossy branches. Flight 
slow, weak, fluttering and babbler-like. 

FOOD. Bamboo and bracken buds, moss or other vegetable matter, and 
insects — beetles etc. 

VOICE and calls. When alarmed, flutters into Ac densest cover uttering 
chirrups and a sort of bleating sound (Meinertzhagen). Other notes, a faint 
churr, churr (Stanford). ^ t.- j « j 

BREEDING. Uuknown. Season, appears to be late since birds collected 
in May were not brccAng and a rnale collected in late June had gonads 
enlarged. 
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Museum Diaonoso. See Key to Ac Species and Field Characters. Young very 
similar to adulL ' 

measuremekts 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

(Jicf 85-92 16 f. 31 99-107 mm 

9 68 — — — mm 

(Steveru, SDR, Dcafayes) 

Weight I <f 32, 1 o ? (Sept.) 36 g — SDR- 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. lA olivc-ycUow. Bill very dirty homy green (in 
January birds dull yellow, yellow-brown at base of lower mandible). I^cgs and feet 
dark leaden-brown (Stanfoid). 

Female: Im iron-grey. Bill cornelian yellow. Feet greenhh lead colour 
( Meinertzhagen) . 

Paradoxornis ruLViFRONs (Hodgson) 

Key to the Sobapedes 

Paler above; fulvous of underparts not extending below breast 

P.f. ehe^Unsis 

Darker abo\’c; fulvous of underparts darker and extending to 
upper abdomen P././ulei/rtms 

1238. Fnlvonsfronted Porrotbill. Paradoxomis fulmfrons fultnfrons 
(Hodgson) 

T.{emn9ris)fubifr<ms Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 31 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 100, Vol. 1 : 1 13 
Plate 96, fig. 24 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow —; IcngA r. 12 cm (4^ in.). 

field citARACTERS. A Small bird recognized by its general fulvous 
■ colour and very short globular bill; tail comparatively longer than in others 
of the genus. Abovs, forehead and crown ochraceous with a wde olive 
lupcrcillum extending to nape and a smaller ochraceous cyc-siripc below; 
back olive; a rufous patA along wing; tail brown, rufous at base. Below, 
throat and breast oAraccous; belly pale grey, looking practically white 
in the field. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, distribution and iiAurrAT. Resident, sparingly distributed. From 
east Nepal through SikHm, DaijccIing and Bhutan; From 2780 to 3400 m 
at all seasons. Keeps almost exclusively to dense bamboo (maling, Anaidt- 
ttoria raemosa and prong, A. enstata). 

GENERAL HABITS. In large parties of20 to 30 birds, quite fearless, spendmg 
most of their time clambering up and do^^•n the bamboo stems in feverish 
haste to scrutinize them from top to bottom, 

FOOD. Mostly vegetable: bamboo and birA buds, tiny seeds; also 

\'OiCE and calls. A continual tsvittcring and a faint, mouse-like cheep 
uttered ns Aey flit from stem to stem. 

BREEOtNO. UnknossTU Season, probably Junc-July. 

Museum Diaonoss, Sec 1239. 
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measurements 

Wing Bill Taisui Tail 

(from skull) 

cJ'tyi 56-57 t.l — ™ 

9 9 5^56 ..7 C.I8 

^ (Stevens, DcsfajTs) 

cou,u« or rAKTT. Im rtd-Wn. BUI homy pink, eulmen with . bread 
band dark homy. Tanm brownish plumbeous (Stevens). 

1239. Tibetan Fnlvonsfronted PanrotbiU. Paadoxomuftilci/rms 
chajtvUnnt (Kiimear) 

SuUtoTafatcifwm rAa^nuo Kinncar, I9d0. Bulk B"*- O'"' “ 

(Lung, Cha)!!! Valley, SE. Tibet) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

local names. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length f. 12 cm (4J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1238. • 'TtU-.* of 

STATUS, DisnuBunotr and HASrrAT. Roident. jnd the northern 

the main range in the hills adjacent to northeastern “ ’ , . 

Dafla-Miri WU tracts of NEFA (and presumably through the Agency). 

y™.. 

SzcAuan and southern Shensi. ^ 

Museum DiAorLis. DKTets from the nominate race 
paler, cpecially on rump. B,hw, the fulvons does not usually extend below 
breast and is paler. Abdomen and thighs greyer. j, \ 

WEAsuauntm. Wing 8 <J'd’ 54-59; 4 9 9 53-57 mm (Ludlow). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1238. 

PAStADOXORNIS NIPALENStS (HodgSOn) 

Key to the Snbapeele. 

A Ear<ovcrti ochraceous or orangc<hcstnut ^ ^ ^ 

1 Paler; a Urger area of grey between esr-covcrts and back...... 

” B. rrproftaJ 

2 Darker; a smaller area of grey between ear.covCTts and back. ... 

.....P. a. A«w« 

B Eaf-co%*crts sUty 
S Crown smoky grey 

a Paler; grey of crown fading gradually into rufctceni 

* ' ^ ^ «. ftfrAocalflUir 2m 

b Darker; grey of crown ending abruptly on nape. ...F. It. 

4 Crown bright ochraceous . , 

d Breast p^ grey 
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1239a. Garbwat Parrotbill. Paradoxomis mpaUnsis garhivaUnns 
Fleming & Traylor 

Paradgxoms rdpaUnsis garkicalmsis Fleming & Traylor, 1964, Ficldiana: Zoology 
35: 531 (Kummtoli, Garhvral, Uttar Pradesh) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL SAMM. Nonc Tccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD cha-racters. As in mpalensis (1240). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Northeast Garhwal and 


Perc^oxornh nipe/ensi's 



(i239a).^H (1240). himii (1241). 

i'lHiliHl crecotius (1243). poliolis (1242)- patneiae (1244). 


northern Almora, between 2100 and 2700 m. Habitat imdcscribcd, probably 
as in nipaUnsis. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1241. 

BREEDING. Unkno^s^^. 

Museum Diagnosb. Paler above and below than nipalmsis. Rufous of back less 
intense; pale grey-broViTa of cro^^'n fades gradually into rrifescent back rather than 
terminating abruptly on the nape; supercUt^' stripe brown rather than blackish. 

JIEASURESrENTS 


tVing ■ Bill 

(from skull) 

3 00? 52-53 7-6 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTI. Unrecorded, 


Tarsus Tail 

18-19 56-57 mm 

(Fleming & Traylor) 


1240. Ashy-cared ParrotbilL Peradoxoms mpalensis mpalensis (Hodgson) 


Salhffra JtipdUrM Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (I): 32 (Nepal; restricted to 
Kathmandu Valley by Ripley, Synopris; 370) 

Baker, FBI No. 93. Vol. 1 : 1^9 


LOCAL NAME, SuthOTO (N^al). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A tiny oraDge'brtnvn bird with conspicuous black 
supcrciliuni, whiter moustache and black throat. Above, crown grey, back 
tawny olive, brighter on rump; a broad white moustache. V^gs blackish 
with rufous and white edges. Below, chin and throat blade. Sides of nede 
grey, breast pale grey, belly whitish washed wdih tavmy. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRiDUTioN and HABITAT. Resident Central Nepal; eastern 
and ^vcslcm limits to be determined. From 2000 to 2900 m. Affects ringal 
bamboo and undergrowth in oak forest 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1241, 

BREEDiNo. Unknown. , 


Museum UiACNosa. Differs from hmxi in having a grey crown and slaty caf- 
c overt s . 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BiU 

(from skull) 

9 47-52 7-8 ■ 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 


Unrecorded. 


TaisiM Tail 

17-18 54^ mm 

(Fleming & Traylor) 


1241. Blacldronted ParrotbilL Paradoxomis mpalensis humii (Sharpe) 

Svihora humi Sharpe, 1883, CaL Bds. Brit Mus. 7: 487 (Darieclmg)' 

Baker, FBI No. 95. VoL 7 : 1 10 
Plate 96, &g. 22 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd- 

siZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in nipolensis (1240) but crown and car-coverts 
ochraccous, not grey. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoK and HABITAT. .Uncommon resident. From cast 
Nepal, Sikkim, Darjeeling to east Bhutan (where it intcrgradcs wth polwtis ) ; 
from 1200 to 3300 m at all seasons, mostly in a lower zone than P.Julm- 
frons', more addicted to a varied trce-and-scrub growth than the latter and 
thcr^ore more widely distributed. Affects mixed deciduous and bamboo 
jungle, rhododendron and bamboo undergrowth in oak forest, generally 
in very broken country and steep hillsides. 

GENERAL HABITS. A gTcgarious and confiding bird reminiscent of the 
Redheaded Tit, found in parties of 3 to 30 or more, often in assodation 
with other babblers and tits, hunting tvith feverish activity among bamboo 
clumps and low bushes, clinging to sprigs and* leaves in acrobatic posinons. 
When a bird suddenly deddes to fly off to the next tree, the cadre party 

' Sec Biswas, JBNHS 59: 406 for restnefloa of type locality. 
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* flows * after it in a disorderly rabble. Interspersed in this round of restless 
aedvity are short pauses tvhen the birds may be seen huddled together 
side by side, looking rather like miniature munias at a distance, \Vhcn 
angry, puffs out the black coronal stripes and black throat. 

FOOD. Insects and vegetable matter (bamboo buds etc.), 

VOICE and calls. Members of a party keep up a continual high-pitched 
twittering, a variety of thetp% and cWm and (alarm) a loud purring chatter. 
Also a plaintive Uttle bleat. 

BREEDING. Uuknown. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nipaUnsis in having the crown and ear-co'erts 
O^raceous or orangc-chestnuL 
measurements 

Wing BiU Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

cP9 45-51 7-8 'f. 19 52-57 mm 

(SA, Stresemann) 

coLOtms OF BARE PARTS. Iiis pale pearly brown; biU horn yellow; feet slate- 
blue (?kleincrtzhagcn). Iris brown; biU black (Stevens). 


1242. Blyth’s or Assam Orange Parrotbill. Paradoxomis nipalensis 
poliolis (BlyTh) 

Suthora poHotis Blyth, 1851, Jour. Asiat. Soc- Bengal 20; 522 
(Cherrapoonji, Khasi Hills) 

Suthora Tmmipvrensis Godwin-Austen & Walden, 1875, Ibis: 250 
(near KarakhiU, Manipur hills) 

Svihora daf.eensxs Godwin-Austen, 1876, Ann. Mag. NaL Hist- 17: 32 
(Toroputu Peak, Dafla Hills) ^ 

Baker. FBI No. 94. \"oI. 1 : 109 * 

LOCAL NAME. Dao TTWigesha kashiha (Gachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

field CHARACTERS. As in Tiipclensis (1240) but crown bright ochraccous, 
conspicuous in the field. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident. From cast Bhutan through 
NEF.A to the Mishmi Hills, Nagaland and Manipur; from c. 1500 to at 
least 2600 m, and the hills of Assam from 600 to 1200 m. Affects bamboo 
jungle and dense ever g ree n forest with tangled tmdergrowth in very broken 
country, steep hillsides with rocky raNTnes. 

Extralirr.ital. Northeastern Burma and north%%-cstcm Ytmnan. The speacs 
extends north to Szechuan, cast to FuHen and Formosa and south to 
souihcastcm Burma, northern Thailand and I-aos, 

general habits, food and voice. As in 1241. 

breeding. Sresony May and June. a tiny, neat and compact cup 
of bamboo leaves and fine g rasses , coated on the outside with cobw*ebs, lined 
"^th finer grasses and root haur. Fixed in a cluster of twigs springing from 
^ bamboo node or in a thick bush, less than tss*o feet (60 cm) from the 
ground. £‘^j, 2 to 4, generally 3, pale blue, very like those of J^aslercps 
but darker nnd less glo^'. Average size of 20 eggs 15'7 x 11-9 mm (Baker). 
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Museum Diagnosis. Differs from hmdi in having the car-coverts slaty, the 
crown, including forehead, a brighter ochraccous, the back more olive; feathers 
of black <4iTn faintly tipped with white; test of undexparts pale grey becon un g 
whitish on abdomen and lacking any odiraceous. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

9 44-46 c. 1 e. 18 e. 52 mm 

(Baker, Desfaya) 

Weight o’ 9 5-6 g (SDR). 

colours of bare parts. Iris brown. BiU fleshy yellow. Legs and feet slate- 
grey or bluish slaty. [Bill in spring grey-black, base of lower mandible bright pink 
(Stanford).] 

1243. Tibetan Small ParrotbslL Paradoxomis mpalensis eroco^ Kinnear 
Faredoxoms poliotis erocofiur Kinnear, 1954, Ibis 96: 484, new name for StOhore poUcHs 

vtimrxdia Kinnear, 1944, Ibis 86; 70 (Yonpu La, near Trashigong, E. Bhutan), 
preoccupied 
Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1241. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Eastern Bhutan and south* 
cast Tibet (Shakti, Mon)^!!) at 2100 to 2400 m. Affects tall grass, deciduous 
and bamboo jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1241. 

breedzno. Unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis. Similar to ksrdi but gene ra lly paler esp c da ll y on the head 
which is dull dnnamon-yrilow; dieeks paler with a large area of pale grey separating 
them from the darixr cinnamon-yellow of the back. Differs from polioHs by the 
bright crocm-ycllow cheeks. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tan 

' (from skull) 

2 50, 51 — — ram 

I 9 50 7 57 mm 

(Ludlow) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in Aarut. 


1244. Mixo TTTn« ParrotbnL Paredoxonds mpalensis paSriciee Kodz 

PeredaxsrtdsispelensispcSiiciee'Kxs^x, 1954, Contrib.In3LR^cnalExpIoration,Ko. 1: 
2 (Blue Mountain, Xasdiai HTDs) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

tjOCAL NAMES. Nonc tcco r dcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1242. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Southeastern Assam in 
the Mizo (Lushai) Hills; from 1500 to 2400 m. 

OEKBRAl. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1241. 

BREEDING. UnknmsTi. 

Mcsnne Diagnosis. More richly coloured than rippom of Mount Victoria; 
grey of the car-coverts less extensile; blade of throat separated from deep fulvous 
of breast by less intervening grey. Differs from poJtoHs in having the breast fulraus, 
not pale gny. 

UZASVKoaifTS and colours of bare parts. Unrecorded. '* 

Paradoxornb ATROSWERcruARis (Godwin-Austcn) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A short black superdlium .P, c. etrosupercilians 

No supercilium P. a. catesi 


1245, X^esser Redheaded FarrotbiU. Paredoxomis alTosvperciliaris ooUsi 
(Sharpe) 

Suihora caiesi Sharps 1903, Handl. Gen. Bds. 4: 70. Nc^v name for ChUiuisicus rujueps 
Blyth (1845), nee ParaJoxoTTtis nifceps Blyth (1842) 

Chlrjosiau rvJUeps Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 578 (Darjeeling) 
Baker, FBI No. 101, Vol- 1: 114 
Plate 96, fig. 20 

LOCAL MAUE. Chongio-pheP'pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1246 bui lacks the black superciliary stripe. 
Easily confused with P. rvjkeps: from which it differs in its smaller size, 
smaller and blunter bill, and more graduated tail; car-coverts are much 
lighter in colour, ochraccous rather than dark ferruginous. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Vciy rare. Obtained only from 
Sikkim and Daijeeling at c, 2100 m. Not recorded since the last century. 
Habitat not described; probably as in 1246. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. Unrecorded. 

BREEDINO. Unkno^vn. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Differs from the nominate race 
(1246) in being less richly coloured and lacking the short black supercilium- 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

£? 9 75-78 f. 8 f. 23 r. 80 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Irfs bright rcd-bfown. Bill creamy, fleshy white or 
pale homy. Legs greenish plumbeous (Baker), 
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1246. Blaclcbrovred ParrotlrilL Paredoxomis atrosaperciliaris 
atrosvpercilians (Godwin-Austen) 

Chlnasxcus rapeepsvzr. etrosupeTtilieris Godwin-Austen, 1877, Proc. AriaL Soc Bengal 
46: 147 (Sadiya,^ Assam) 

SiUhora ruJicepsTuJina Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc Ih^a 4: 37 (Lalkul, N, Cachar) 
Baker, FBI No. 102, Vol. 1 : 114 
Plate 96, fig. 21 

LOCAL NAME. Doo mevgosho (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Aboof, cTOwn, napc and sides of neck rcrruginous 
car-coverts ochraccous; a pale area around the eye and a short black 
supercilium. Back rufous olive-brown; tvings rufous and brown, inner 
edges buff; tail b^o^v'n, graduated. Below, •entirely creamy buff. Sexes 
alike. 

The short black superdh’um distinguishes it from the larger P, njiaps. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon resident. East Pakistan 
in the northeast highlands, Assam in the Khasi and Cachar hills, the Patkai 
Range, and NEFA in the Mishmi Hills and Abor-Miri Hills (?); from 
c 600 to 1500 m, reaching the foothills in^^’i^ter. Affects reed-bamboo 
and high grass and scrub jungle. 

Extralimital. Northern Burma and western Yunnan to western Laos. 

GENERAL HABITS. Gocs about IB parties of six to t%velve or more, almost 
invariably in company >vilh Gampsorhynehus nifulus (1 347), often ^ri th R rujiaps 
and P. JlamToslns. A great skulker never taldng flight unless forced, ivorking 
through cover; every now and then an individual will climb to a tall graa 
stem, chirp loudly and immediately descend again. Often feeds upside-do\s‘n 
• like a tit. night fluttering, similar to that of Gampsorkynohus. 

FOOD. Vegetable matter and insects. The stomach of one individual 
contained small seeds, small beetles, a spider’s nest and a pupa (Stanford). 

VOICE and calls. A distinctive and curious wheezy c^-notc, h'kc the 
twang of a guitar, and a loud cluttering alarm-note (Smythics); also a 
mewing note [same as above?] (Stanford). 

BREEDINO. Season, April to July. A'ei/, a deep cup of fine shreds of grass 
and whitish grass-bark, broad pieces of bamboo leaves, lined with some 
grass stems and a lew scraps of tree bark. The colour of the exterior is yellow- 
ish white, that of the interior darker and browner. Placed in a cluster 
of t\vigs growing from a bamboo node or attached to some coarse reeds 
within a couple of metres from the ground. Eggs, apparently 3, pale blue. 
Size, (one) 19*5 X 15*2 irnn (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from oaten in being darker and more richly coloured 
and ha\Thg a black supcrcihum. Disdogiiished from P. rujtcrps by unallcr site, 
blunter bill and the presence of a supcrciliuin. 

MEASUREMENTS 



5Ving 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tin 

o' 

74 



— mm 
(SDR) 

9 

70 

11 

22 

71 mm 


(Desfaya) 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris rcd-btxnvn. Bill pale grey, lipped white. Legs 
p^c blu^grcy; cla^vs whitish grey; soles pale green (Stanford). Iris reddish brown. 
Bill pinkish flesh. L^ and feet plumbeous (SDR). 

Paradoxornb RuncEPS Blyth 


Key to the SubspeHea 

Underparts whitish, buff restricted to' flanks P. r. rvjlceps 

Entire underparts buff p, r. baieri 


1247. Greater Redheaded Farrotbill. Paradoxomis ruficeps ruficeps Blyth 

Paradaxemis ruficeps Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 11:177 (Bootan) 
Baker, FBI No. 104, Vol. 1:116 
Plate 96, fig. 19 

LOCAL NAME. Ckongto-phep^pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Bulbul— ; length e. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FiE^ CHARAcxfeRS. Above, head deep ferruginous; r est of upperparts 
ohve-brosvn. Below, whitish tinged tnth buff on sides of belly. Distinguished 
from Lesser Redheaded Parrotbill (1245) by its larger size, less blunt bill, 
less graduated tail and deep ferruginous sides of head. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally distributed. Dar- 
jeeling, Sikkim, Bliutan and NEFA to the Dibang river; from plains level 
to 1400 m at all seasons. Affects bamboo, scrub growth, dense thickets of 
reeds and mixed grasses along the banks of rivere. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As Ml 1248. 

BREEDINO. Season, April to July. fPesl, a neat and compact cup of grass 
strips and a very fc^v cobwebs, lined with fine fibrous threads of bamboo 
stems. The material used is particuLirly dean and nctv-Iooking. The neatness 
and >*cllowncss of the nest is a conspicuous feature. Placed and fastened in 
the spray of a bamboo, in sapUngs or in reeds between one and t>vo metres 
from the ground. Eggs, 2 or 3, of two types : (a) white to dull creamy marked 
with light to dark brown witli secondaiy markings of lavender, or (b) bluc- 
grey marked tviih dark brown and reddish brotvn; in both types the mark- 
ings consist of smudges and ill-defined blotches, more numerous at the 
large end. Average size of 12 eggs 22*6 x 16*7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diaonosb. Differs from beJteri (1248) in being imafler and in having 
the fcmiginous of the head darker, the rest of upperparts tinged with rusty, and 
the buff of the underparts ratricted to the flanks. 

Young, like adult but paler on head and cheeks; wings, tan and b .^ck washed 
with rusty brown; finl primary more rounded and tail-feathers narrower. 

MEAStnUDONTS 

Wing Bni Tarsus Tall 

(from skull) 

ri'9 84-90 15-16 28-29 75-85 mm 

(Baker, MD, SA) 

Weight I 30; I 9 34 E (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE BARTS. Ifis deep rod-brovm; orbital skin sUtc-blue. Bdl: 
upper mandible homy brovm, lower fleshy brown; mouth slate-blue. Legs dark 
plumbeous blue; claws horn-brown. 
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1248. Assam Redheadeil PasrrotbUL ParachxoTnis rujieeps bakeri (Hartert) 
Scaeorhynchus rufiups bakeri Hartert, 1900, Novi't. Zool. 7: 548 (Hungmm, N. C^char) 
PsxttipaTusrvJicepspnthyTusKt>ez, 1954, Contrib.InsL Regional Exploration, No. 1:2 
(Sangau, Lusha! Hills) 

PsilHpam nificpi rvjitittctus Koeb, 1954, Conirib. Imt. RegionaJ Exploration, No. 1 ! 2 
(Cherrapunji, Khasia Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 105, Vol. 1: 117 

U)CAI. HAua. D<u> jTautalfui gy'u (Cachari); Iwtsr-ni ingamc (Naja); WoSlirt 
(Mikir). 

SIZE. Bulbul— ; length f. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1247, but entire underparts buff. mcita 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTTON and HABITAT. Resident; l^ly common. NfctA 
in the Mishmi Hilk cast and south of the Dibang river, the Patot Rang^ 
Nagaland, Manipur and the adjacent hills ofBurma, the hills orj^amstmtb 
to the Mizo (Lushai) Hilb, and the hills of East Palistan souA to Sylhet 
and the Chittagong region. From the foothills to at least I8M m, 
usually above 600 m. Affects wet forest, bamboo and scrub jungle a , 
in the foothills, reed-beds and elephant grass. . • • 

ExIraUmital. Northern and eastern Burma. Another subspectes m northern 

Vietnam. . . 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps IH paifs OF Small paitics, oficn cons .J* . 
other babblers. Actions very tit-like but slower. Spends muc o * 
clambering about the smaller firigs and branch^, someumes 
head downwards and in this fashion proceeding along the . 

some thin branch. In reeds and long grass, mov’cs about c . . * 
taking short flights from stem to stem, alighting on the ground, t cn s 

again to the summit of a reed before once more taking flight, s 
other members of the genus; when disturbed makes its way throug 
without showing itself and disappears. Flight level but ww , ^ ^ 

sustained — a few wing-flaps followed by a short glide; in flyiug e vn gs 
make a soft whirr peculiar to the spedes. 
food. Insects and seeds. . . « 

VOICE and calls. A very characteristic squMTcl-likc 
with a scries of rather slowly pronounced double notes Ue-irr (SDR)* 
feeding, utters a constant chir-chtrmp and when separated from one anrt ^ » 
its call is the typical bleat of the fanuly. * So curiously like is it to the 
bleat of a small kid in distress that I have more than once been 
by it * (Baker). A peculiar snapping of the bill may be heard as a 
moves abouL 

BREEDING. Stoson, April to July. finest and eggs, as in 1247. Average stte 
of47 eggs 21 *5 x 16*7 mm (Baker). . - 

Mvzzvu PtACNosa. DIffen from nfieeps in haring the entire underparts ou • 
there b a considerable \*ar{atjon in tlie shade of colour of the head and of the upper- 


IIBASURZMEKTt 


^^'Ing 


<J»9 


Bill 

(from skull) 
iS 


Tams 


TaU 

82-^ mm 
(Baker, MD) 


89-95 


28 
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Wing d'o’ 86-90; 9 9 (2) 84 mm (SDR). 

COUJURS or BARE PARTE. Itis brORU to reddish bro\s*n; orbital skin blue. 
Bni: upper mandible dark brownish or blackish horn; lower and tip of upper gre>*ish 
horn. Legs aod feet bluish grc>-. 

pAilABOXORKE GULARE Gray 
Key to the Subspecies 


Dndetparts white P.g.pdms 

Undeiparts suffused with fulrous P. g. Imru/utij/b 


1249. Greyheaded ParrothilL Paradoxorras gularis galaris Gray 

Pcradsxmui gidcris Gray, 1845, Gen. Bds. 2: 389 (Bhutan, cx Horsfield MS.) 
Baker, FBI No. 106, Vol. 1: 118 
plate 96, fig. 16 

EOCAI. SASIE. CtoiJtaplitp^Ja) (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Bulbul length c. 16 cm (6 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. AtoK, bead dark grcy with black forehead Continued 
behind in a black supercilium extending to the nape. Ixjres and eye-ring 
white. Bill yellow. Rest of upperparts rufous-brown, ssings and tail darker. 
Btlote, white, with a black bib. Sexes alike. The conspicuous head pattern 
rcndeis this species unmistakable. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmON and HAEtTAT. Resident; scarce and local. Daiiee- 
ling, SikKm and through Bhutan and NEFA east to Sadiya; from c. 900 to 
1500 m (once 2400 m), teadung the duais and plains in winter. Affects 
bamboo, bushes and low trees. 

GEHERAE HABtis, POOD and VOICE. As in 1230, q.v. 

BREEDKG. Season, April to June. The only nest recorded was said to 
have been placed in the fork of a tree, 9 metres from the ground. Xest and 
eggs, as in 1250. 

McsEinr Diagnosis. Differs from trmsjlanolis (1250) in having the underparts 
suffused wth fulvous. 

Young. Siimlar to adult but upperparts brighter rust colour; cro^vn notso pure 
grey; black chin-patdx less defined. First primary rounded; tail-feathers iiarrov.'cr. 

BiU Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

15-14 e. 27 74-^0 xtua 

12(1) 23(1) 74(1) mm 

(L^idlov.*, Baker, SA) 

IVdght 1 c? 29; 1 9 29 E (SA)* 

coLOuas OP BARE PARTS. Iris rcd-brovoi. Bill chrome-yellow. Legs and feet 
grwnuh horn (HISO- Bill orange-yellow. Legs slaty green (Stanford). 

1250. Assam Greyheaded Parrotbifl. Paradoxomis gularis transjluvtalis 
(Hartcrt) 

Scatorl^rtchus gidaris transjit^olu Hartcrt, 1900, Novit. 2ool. 7: 584 
(GuSlang, N. Cachar) 

PHttiparitsgtdaruschoavpttrvsKockiif 1954, Contrib- tmt.R^onal Exploration, T\o. 1 <2 
(Karongi Manipur) 

Baker. FBI No. 107, Vol. 1: 118 

LOCAL ISCAUS 5 . Doo mougasha gopku (Cadiari); Indo~na gehahaU (Kacha Naga). 


SCEASUREMENTS 

£?£? 85-95 

9 9 84-89 


SIZE. Bulbul length c. 16 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1249, but undcrparts suffused tvith fulvous. 

STATUS, DisTRJBUTiQN' and HABITAT. Common resident. The hills of Assam, 
East Pakistan In the Chittagong rc^on, Manipur and Nagaland, north in 
the Patkai HUls to the range of guferis; from 800 to 2100 m. Affects bamboo 
jungle and various t>'pes of forest. 

ExtralmHal. Burma and northwestern Thailand; the species extends to 
central Vietnam, Hainan, Fukien and AnhtvcL 

GENERAL HABITS. fCccps in small parties of six to eight birds in trees 
as well as bushes, low tree jungle or undergrowth in lofty forest; less restricted 
to bamboo than other parrotbills, less of a skulker, and apparently does not 
associate with them or other babblers. * Their W’ay of picking up a bud, 
carrying it to a convenient twig and holding under their feet while picking 
it to pieces is very tit-like * (La Touche). 

FOOD. Vegetable matter, grubs and insects (La Touche). 

VOICE and calls. A loud call of four notes on the same tone when one 
bird of a pair is calling to the other; alarm, a harsh chattering note 
(SmjThies). 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to July- a vzry neat, compact cup of 
grass Avell bound wdth cobweb, lined ^rith fine grass stems and shre^ of 
grass bark. Placed in saplings, usually between Uvo and three metres above 
the ground. PggSj 2 or 3, rarely 4, \"ariable in colour and markings but 
similar to those of P. rujktps (1247). Average size of 71 eggs 21- 1 x 15*9 
mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characten. 

MEASUREMENTS 


BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

<?9 85-90 12-13 f.25 c. 78 mm 

(Depth at base 9-10) 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris dccp rcd-browTi. Bill chrome-yellow to almost 
orange homy ycUow. Legs and feet slaty brow-n, occasionally with a bluish tinge- 


1251. Gould’s or Blackthroatcd ParrotblU. Paradoxomis Jlavirostris 
fiaciroslris Gould^ 

Paradoxomis Jiavirostris Gould, 1836, Proc, Zool. Soc. London: 17 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 90, Vol. 1: 105 
Plate 96, fig. 17 

LOCAL NAXCES. But-but soTtii (plains Miris); Dao mougaska gadeta (Cachati). 
SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (74 in.). 

FIELD characters. Above, crov\*n and nape rufous-chestnut; back 


' Paredoxemis farirostris and P. guttaiicoUir should be listed as a supenpecies, meat dO!ely 
related to each other; the dUTerwees in calls, size, hind toe and bill size (the latter not 
apparent in measurements) and lack of intergriadation in their area ot overlap with strict 
ecological and altitudinal replacement, incline us to think that the>* arespedes, perhaps 
a double m\'auon of Assam of similar ancestral stock after long isolation. 
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olive-brown; \rings and tail brown; car-coverts black, cheeks w*hite; a 

very deep, parrot-like yellow bill. 
Below, cl^ black; upper throat 
barred white and brown; throat 
deep brown; rest of underparts 
fulvous. Sexes alike. 

The black ear-coverts distinguish 
this species from all parrotbills 
except P. guttaticollis w'hich has 
Tvliitish undcrparts and idmost no 
black on throat- 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 

Resident; scarce in the hills, locally 
airnmon. in the plains. From cast 
Nepal (two spedmens in the British hluseum, including t^^ic) cast along the 
foothills through Daijecling, Sikkim, Bhutan and I^FA to the Mislimi 
Hills, the plains of the upper Assam Valley and surrounding hills, Nagaland, 
Assam and Elast Pakistan in Sylhet and the Chittagong r^on. In the tcrai, 
duars and base of hills (once at 19(K) m, Sikkim), up to 1500 in the Assam 
hills and to 2400 m in the Naga hills; also in the loxvlands of the Assam 
Valley. In the latter region, affects dense thickets of reeds, elephant-grass, 
wild cardamom, and mixed grasses along the banks of ri%'eis; in the hilk, 
mixed grass and bamboo but kc^js mostly to the valleys where there is 
plenty of ekra or elephant-grass. 

general habits. In the non-breeding season, keeps in small parties 
of up to a dozen birds, more often only seven or dghL shy and reluctant 

to take flight but greatly adept at concealing itself. \NTicn undisturbed, 
often mounts to the lops of reeds, now* and then ta kin g short flights into 
^e air much in the manner of some Prmies, uttering a loud cfumip as 
It rises (display?). Keeps low dowm when under observation. The noise 
made by their mandibles as they nibble at the reeds is distinctly audible 
though the birds may not be visible. 

FOOD. Chiefly vegetable matter (bamboo shoots, seeds) ; also insects ’ 
and their larvae found in the crevices of reeds, especially during the breeding 
season. 

VOICE and calls. A striking whistle rendered as phrze, phew, phew, phiit 
commencing in a lotv tone and rapidly ascending in sc^e and volume 
(Stevens). Other notes: a bleating or mctvmg cry (Baker), and a mcllowr 
w-arble of three notes (Cripps). 

BREEDiNc. Season, April to July. Xesi, a very neat and compact, deep 
cup, made xviih fine strips of bark or coarse grasses and bamboo, mixed 
fine strips of bamboo or grass blades, bound with cobwefcs, lined 
'rith grass, bark and fine grass stems, occasionally svith hair. The clear, 
>*clIow colour of the nest is remarkably bright but blends perfectly with 
the surroundings. Usually affixed to three or four recd-stems or in a cluster 
of twigs jutting out from a bamboo node, at a height of one to one and 
a half metres above the ground, cxccprionally in saplings. This species 
seems to hax-c a predilection for wet places and even in the hills selects 
a wet patch where there is some grass, canc or reeds. Eggs, 2 or 3, occasionally 
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4, white, sparsely speckled at the larger end with pale reddish. Average 
size of 50 eggs 21 -9 X 16*2 mm (Baker). 

Museusi Dlacnoso- Differs from P. guitatieollis as fcllovs'st upperparts including 
crown darker; chin barred black and white; throat dark brown; rest of undcrparts 
fulvous. It is also a little larger and somewhat stouter. 

WEA5UREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

(^9 85-90 c. 12 f. 30 lOO-llO nvm 

(Baker) 

Bill Crotn skull, 19 mm; greatest depth of upper mandible c. 10 nun. Length of 
hind toe including claw c. 20 mm. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iiis dccp rcd or rcd-bro%%*n. Bill wax-yellow to bright 
>rllow. dear slate to plumbeous grey*. 

1252. ‘Wbitetliroated ParrotbilL Paradoxornis guttalicollis Dsivid 

Paradoxomis gutlaticvUis Darid, 1871, Nouv. Arch. Mm. Paris 7: 14 
(hfoupln, cast Chwanben, China) 

Paradoxomis austeid Gould, 1874, Bds. Asia 3, pL 26, ph 73 
(near Kuchai, Naga Hills and Shillong, Assam) 

Baker. FBI No. 9L Vol. 1 : 106 
Plate 96, fig. 18 

LOCAL NAME. Dco mcogosha godehc (Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (7J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. ABoro, CTOwn and nape rufous-ciniiamon; rest of 
upperparts olive-brown; cheeks white; ear-coverts black. Below, pale creamy 
buff lightly spedded -with black on throat. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished at once from P. Jlczirostris in lacking the dark brown 
throat, and firom other parrotbills by its black car-coveru. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; locally common. East 
Pakistan in Sylhet and the Chittagong Hill Tracts, the hilk of Assam 
north to Nagaland and the Patkai Range; from c, 900 to over 2100 m, 
mostly 1500 to 1800 m. Replaces P. fanrostris at higher elevations. Affects 
scrub and grass on abandoned cultivation, bushes, and bamboo jungle 
but is less restricted to the latter than Blackthroatcd Parrotbill (1251). 

Ertrclimilal. Extends cast to northern Vietnam, Kwangtung and Fukien. 

GENERAL HABITS. A nois>*, pugnadous bird found in small parties, 
sometimes in association with other babblers, e,g. Garrjlax rujisollis. Ckirriagc 
upright as in others of the genus. 

FOOD. Ins«ts and seeds (induding culuv’atcd millet). 

VOICE and calls, A scries of 6 or 7 harsh, peculi^ notes on the same 
tone, lasting about two seconds; alarm, a variety* of chittcring and strident 
notes (Smithies). Also a bleating call (Baker). 

BREEDING. SeoscK, April lo Junc. Xest, similar to that of P. Jlcrirostris, 
made with the same yellow material and lined with >*elIowish, rarely dark- 
coloured strips of grass. As a*rtde placed between 90 and 180 cm above 
the ground in bamboo dumps, or occasionally in a shrub or stout weed, 
little attempt is made at conc^ment and attention is drawn to it by the 
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fussy and noisy behaviour of the owners. Eggs, 2 or 3, variable but indistin- 
guishable from those of P, Jlavvostris. One variety is described as pale 
green-grey with numerous but faint blotches and smudges of sepia and 
brown, and underlying spots of lavender and a few s<^wly lines of dark 
brown. Average size of 34 eggs 22*2 X 16*4nnn (Baker). 

Musztm Ezaonosis. Differs from P. Jlanrostns in having the underparts pale 
cream-bufi^ not fulvous, lightly speckled with Islack on throat; upperparts paler, 
less rufous; bill smaller and legs weaker.' 

Young. Similar to adult but crown paler; upperparts and edges of wings and 
tail tinged with pale rusL First primary (as.) more rounded 'with broader' outer 
web; rec tr ices narrower and more pointed. 

lOASUaEUENTS 

Wing Bni Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

80-85 8-9 f .^6 c. 100mm 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull 17 mm; greatest depth of upper mandible 10 mm. length of hind 
toe including claw 17 mm. 

Weight I 9 26 g (SDR). 

COLOURS 07 BARE PARTS. Iris brown to red’brown. Bill wax-yellow. and 
feet slaty grey (Baker). Iris brown. Bill yelIo\v, Feet bluish grey (SDR). 


Genus Turdoides Gretzschmar 


Turdoides Gretzschmar, 1826, in Ruppell’s Atlas zuderReise in n. Afrika, (Vng.); 7, 
pi. 4. Type, by monotypy, Turdouks Uacoupkala Gretzschmar 
Lesson, 1831, Traiti d*Om.: 402. Type, by subsequent designation 
(Gray, 1855), Mdunu squamxctps Gretzschmar 
Acanthoptila Blyth, 1855, Jour. Asiat. 600 . Bengal 24: 478. Type, by ori^oal 
designation, Timalia mpaUrais Hodgson 

Differs from Gamdax in having the covering membrane of the nostrils more or 
less covered by plumes. Rictal bristles short and stout; feathers of the forehead 
short, firm and dose. very strong. 


Key to the Spedea 


I Breast with distinct black streaks T, mpaUnsu 

Jl Breast not distinctly streaked 

A Throat cinnamon T. rufucens 

B Throat not dnnamon 

a Forehead \rith wUte shafr-streaks T. malcolmi 

b Whole crown heavily streaked with dark brown 

1 Throat white or pinkiah buff. T. caudatus 

2 Throat fulvous with dark shafr-streaks T. tarlei 

c Crown unstreaked 

3 Crown cream-buff paler than back or concolorous but back 

with a varying amount of rufous 7*. a^is 

4 Forehead deep grey 7*. tubrufkt 

5 Grown concolorous ^h-or darker than back 

i X«ores and chin white, bill black. T. hngimtrii 

ii Lores and chin not white, bill yellow T. striatus 
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Turdoides caudatus (Dumont) 
Key to the Sahapedee 


Pater and greyer T.t.katim 

Darker and browner T.e. 


1253. Afj^bau Babbler. Tmdoides'eaudatm hutteni (Bl^th) 

Malaeocemu Huiioni Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 16: 476 
(Kandahar, Aighanistan) 

Cf. Vaurie, C., 1953, Amer. Mus, Pkvit.f No. 1642: 5-8 

Baker, FBI No. 193, Vol. 1 : 199 
LOCAD NAMES. Pinkulcg (Baluchl) ; SusUf Dum darSz (Persian). 

SIZE. Bulbul +; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1254. 

status, DiST^unoN and habitat. Common resident. West Pakistan 


Turdoides cm/dotus 



Ai/Wom (1253). WJM (1254). 


in Baluchistan roughly west of a line from Kalat to the Basul river on the 
Makran coast. Affects scrub in the plains and lower hills up to 1200 m. 

ExtralimitaL Southeastern Afghanistan and eastern Iran. The species 
extends west to southwestern Iran and soulheaslcm Iraq. 

OE.NERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1254, q.v. 
drebdino. Season^ April and May. Mest and eggSf as in 1254, 

Museum Diagnosis. Similar to caudatus but paler and greyer, the central marks 
on the feathers less defined and sot so dark. 
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MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus Tail 


85-94 

21-25 

28-30 112-128 mm 

(HW, Tlcehurst) 


Weight 1 9 38; 1 o? 31 g (BB). 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1254. 


1254. Common Babbler* Turdoides caudatus caudatus (Dumont) 

CuTf^tus caudatus Dumon^ 1823, Diet set. oat (ed. Levrault) 29: 268 (India) 
Chalarhea [sir] ceUpcs Hum^ 1877, Stray Feathers 5: 337 
(* Punjab, Tnms-Indus ' Peshawar) 

Baker, FBI No. 192, Vol. 1 : 193 
Piste 79, bg. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Htddo^ LoUo (Siod); Chilehilf Sor^ Genga, ChhSta gengS^ Dumri 
(Hindi); Shtrddi (Gujarati); Chitmasida (Tclugu); Himi (Tamil); Chilappan (Mala- 
yaUm). 

SIZE, Bulbul -i-; length c. 23 cm (9 in.), 

HELD citARACTERS. A sh*m caithy brown babbler with a long, graduated, 
loosely attached tail. AbovCf head and back drab brown heavily streaked 
with dark brown. Tail narrowly cross-barrcd. Below, throat white; rest 
of underparts creamy buff or pinkish-buff lightly streaked with dark on 
sides of breast Jl.cg 5 yellow. Sexes alik&r For distinction from other members 
of the genus see Key to the Species. 

rrATUS, DBTRiDtniON and ^HABITAT. Resident; generally common and 
wdcly ^tributed, more locally so, south of Ac Godavari river. West 
Pakistan (except Tor Ac range of kuUor^ and India from Ac N.W.F.P. 
along the foothills to Dchra Dun and the plains east to eastern Bihar (pos- 
sibly northwestem East Pakistan) and eastern Madhya Pradesh (not 
recordm in Orissa), and the whole Peninsula souA to Cape Comorin and 
Rameswaram Island; also the Laccadive Islands. In semi-desert and the 
dry plains and stony lower hills normally up to 900 m in the Peninsula; 
sometimes up to 2100 m in the Himalaj-as (Dharmsala). Affects xcropbytic 
Aom scrub jungle, sandy flood plains dotted wiA dumps of tamarisk, 
sai^t grass (Saecharum), and ber bushes etc. Occasionally 

enters cultivation, gardens and compounds cspcdally in Ac north. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in flocks of SIX io t^veaty inAviduals, sometimes 
' cv'cn in Ae breeding season, spending its time on the ground, hopping 
about rapidly tvith a bouncing gait, more commonly scuttling like a rat 
under Ac spane vegetation and hedges, uttering pleasant whistling irilh. 
Switches tail before commencing to -run, someumes cocking it up to 
look like an ovcirizc Prvna. When alarmed, e.g. at the appearance cf a cat 
or mongoose, Ac birds nervously nritch their wings and hop from bush 
to bush, peering dow-n at Ac intruder, loosely jerking their tails, Ac whole 
sisterhood combining to hurl invectives at it in disorderly chorus. ^A 
to fake flight; when leaving one patch of cm-cr for another, fly off singly, 
one after anoAcr wiA a weak flight — a few rapid flaps foUowed by a 
gUde on outspread trings and tail, close to the groimd. Roosts at mght 
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a a tighUy packed row along a favourite branch, all h^ds facing the same 
ray, preceded by much characteristic community trilling. 

FOOD. Mainly insects — ants, caterpUJ^,^ uTT h!f s^’ntrmir 

•lying termites frequently captured in imd-air, l^c *»“*^“!* 

SeL or so vcrticaUy from a bmh-top; also sp.d«, 
spodaUy Lantana. In soason. freds largely oa the 

owera; the birds get their forehead thieily coated wth poHea and thus 

^^r^^tt^nratrof-pleas^t musical whisU» 
,A»K-n--n-ri.ri-ri constantly uttered as the 

lann-ndtes when suddenly come upon, very hke those of a covey of bush 

uails iPerdicula) when flushed and scattering. vMr» mosdv 

BnEsimo. S,Ln, varying locaUy to cover almost ^^hole y^, m»d) 

larth tb July, eitS.g into October. Double-ta^ed. n«. 

ompact cup of grass and rootlets, practically always . ^ ^ ™ 

ut Ler material. It is typieiJ, and once seen “I 

ther, the most noticeable points being sy^e^o , 
le peat thickness of the walls. Almost m^hbly " 

loroy bushes (e.g. Pmopis, Larttana), ^ A favourite 

nd 120 cm from the ground, sometimes lower or up o ,, 

niation is in hedgm of prickly pear {OJml,a). “ 

Iso availed of. Eggs, emmmonly 4, ofteil S, ’h.don takes 13 

.verage size of 1 80 eggs 21-2 X 16-1 mm (Bak«). 

> 15 days. Both sexes share in constract^n, 
rcqucntly brood-parasitiacd by the Pied Crested Cuckoo ( 
nd Hawk-Cuckoo {Cuculus pjriux). ' 

Museum Dzacnosis. Sec Key to Ae Subspecies. oceumiux 

Young, Like adult but dark marUngs on head and cape ro^ Po^javeial 
lost of Ac fcaAcrs; lips and pale outer Webs of wing-fcaAcn p 
loult complete. , ^ ^ 

Moults of adiilt arc irregular and practically o'cry stage o ro 
i Afferent individuals at any time of Ae year, 

MEASUREMENTS 


d'ef 

99 


^Ving 

76-85 


72-82 


Bill 

(from skull) 
20-23 
(onc^ 25) 
.20-22 


Taxrus 

26- 29 

27- 29 


Tafl 

113-130 mm 


(1) 101 mm 

(HW, SA. Waite) 
eight 2 ri'e? 40, 40 g (Roonwal). 10 o' 9 3(M0 (av. 3C) g — ^ 

LOURS or RARE FARTS. Tm brown, >*clJow or orange-yellow. Bill T 

own, base of lower mandAlc >* 0110 ^; mouA pale flesh. Legs and cet yt * 
I homy brerwn. Gape and mouA ofyoiuig bright yellow. 

TuRDomia earlei (Blyth) 

Key to Ae SabepeeJee 

Throat darker T.r.rsrW 

Throat paler 
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1255. Weg t e rn Striated Babbler. Tvrdoidis ecrlei srmnas (Koelz) 

Asgyc tsrUi setdria Kodz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional E:q>loration, No. 1:3 
(Khinjar Lake, Sind) 

Baker, FBI No. 191 (part), VoL 1: 197 

LOCAi. KAUE. Ula (Smd). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 20 cin {8 in.). 
nzLD cHAJtACTzxs. As in 1256. 

JTATOJ, D is i RTBtni oy and habitat. Resident; vtr>’ local. The plains 
of the Indus river system, from PcsbaNs'ar and Bannu cast to the Sutlej 



Distrfrnitioiial Tanges 

2*. e, s omrins (1255). . T. t. told (1256). 



r. «. ^odir (1267). 


7*. a. teprabersts (1268). 


river, south to Sibi (Baluchistan) and the mouths of the Indus. Afreets 
ree ds , bulitishes and high grass on swampy ground. Inhabits better wooded 
and moister localities than T. caudabis. 

GENEBAl. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1256. _ 

BBEKDiKO. SicsoTt, March to August. Probably double-brooded. Kest and 
eggXf as in 1256. 

Mcmnc Dxacvoss. Similar to 1256 but diroat paler. 
uzAtuxnoNTS. 1 o' ^Ving 95; Ml from slcuU 22 mm (SA). Other meastircments 
and oououKS or base fasti as in 1256. 


1256. Striated Babbler, TvrdciiUs ecrUzesrln (Blyth) 
hidciouras EerZn Bb-th, 1844, Jour. Aiiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 369 (vicinity of Calcutta) 
Baker, FBI No. 191 (part), VoL 1 : 197 
Plate 79. &g. 5 

LOCAi. KASiEs. or gff^a, CKZcHl (Hindi) ; Dero (Bengali). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 21 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An caith-brown bird with a long graduated tail 
and streaked head and back. head and back drab brown streaked with 

dark brown; tail finely cross-barred. 
Beloic, fulvous with dark shaft-streaks ' 
on throat and breast. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from T. ccsdabis by its 
fulvous (not white) throat; habitat 
(q.v.) different. 

STAT«, Dnn uBt jTioy and habitat. 

X c. 1 Rcadent; common in suitable biotope. 

The plains of the Ganges and of the 
Brahmaputra ri%'cr s^Ttems, from Punjab (east of the range of icmrnu) 
through Uttar Pradesh, Nepal tcrai, Bihar ( ?), ^S^cst Bengal, East Pakistan 
and Assam cast to Sadiya; also Orissa in ie hlahanadi rH'cr delta, and 
Manipur. Affects tall grass, elephant-grass, rushes and reed-beds in s>s’amp)’ 
areas, mainly along the course of the great rivers; also observed in dry grass 
and acacia scrub (winter only?). Replaces 7*. cffudci::s in moist terrain. 

Extralamtcl. The plains ofBunna. 

cejceral habits. Very gregarious and nois}% being found in flocks of 
7-10 or more even in the breeding season. Qambers about reeds and grass 
in search of food and docs not descend as much to the ground as other 
babblers. When one bird flies flic rest follow one after the other, sailing 
with a weak flight, head poked out, then pitching into the grass. 

FOOD. Insects and snails; also some v^ctable matter. 

VOICE and calls. A loud tris>’llabic whistle kxep ^jut (Roscvearc) and 
a rather slow chtrr chxn cktzr (Donahue). 

BREEDING. StoxoTL^ Overall hlarch to October or later, but with t\s*o 
main periods: Mai^ to May and August to October. Double-brooded. 
jV«/, a neat, compact and rather massh'c, cup-shaped structure, made of 
grass, recd-lcaves and rootlets, lined with the same but finer material and 
firmly bound to some closc-g^o^sing recd-stems or placed in some little 
bush surrounded by h^h grass. Nearly all nests arc found in the vicinity of 
water. BggSy 3 or 4, pale blue. Avtrzgc size of 60 eggs 22*8 x 17*6 mm 
(Baker). Brood-parasitized by Pied Crested Cuckoo {Chmetor Jcrthirais). 

ML*sEtnf Diagnosis- Differs from so rs r ia s in haring a darker throat. Specimens 
from Assam are some^^'hat ririier in colour. 

Young. As adult but paler. Primary and tail characters present; postfuvenal 
moult complete. 


BUI 

(from feathers) 

f.20 


120-130 mm 
(Baker) 
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Weight I ri* ^ g (Dicssdhorst). 1 o? 48 g (BB). 

ooLOtJBs OF BARE FARTS. Iiis ycUowj cyclids plumbcous. BUI fleshy ycUcw, 
culmen, nostrils <md tip da^er horn colour; mouth yellow. L^ and feet plumbeous 
or fleshy plumbeous; claws pinkish. 

1257. Slenderbilled Babbler. Tvrdoida longirostris (Hodgson) 

Prct?fHs Imgzrostns Hodgson, 1854, in Hoxsficld &. Moore, Cat. Bds. Mus. E- 1, 
Co. 1; 408 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 197. VoL 1 : 202 
Plate 79, fig. 10 

LOCAL NASCc. Dco lixg din (Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul -b: Itngth r. 23 cm (9 in.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, deep radish browTi; lores and cheeks whitish; 
car-coverts ferruginous. Bill black, slender and curved. Below, clun and 
upper throat whitish; rest of imdciparts ferrugmous becoming albescent 
on abdomen. Tail cross-barred. Sexes alike. 

The whitish cheeks distinguish this species. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident; locally common, especially 
so in the Manipur basin. Oudh tcrai (spcdmen in British hluscum),- Nepal 
terai (Hodgson) and cast through J^paiguri district, the Sik^m, Bengal 


Tordoldes longirostris and T. maJcolmi 



and Assam duars, cast l.akhimpur district near SadijTi, Assam in the Khast 
Hills and Cachar, and hlaaipur (common round Logtak Lake). In the 
lowlands in long grass, usually near water, ditches or lakes; on the grassy 
plateaux of the Khasi Hills between 900 and 1200 m. 
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Extrclhdtd, Northern Arakan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Gi^arious and noisy like others of the genus; also 
sii^ly (wbcu quiet), and in pairs. An in\Ttcrate skulker. Keeps closely to 
the grass and rarely shows itsdf; threads its tv-ay through the densest growth 
w-ith case. Feeds both on the groxmd and above in grass and reeds. 

FOOD. Mostly insects. 

VOICE and calls. A \'aricty of notes, some pleasant, some discordant. 

BKEEDiNC. Season, May and June. Kest, a neat cup of leaves, grass-blades, 
stems and a few twigs, bound together with fibres and rootlets and lined 
with fin e grass-stems and rootlets; placed in small, scrubby bushes growing 
in a sea of grass. Eggs, 3 to 5, pale blue, similar to those of T. casidetus. 
Average size of 20 eggs 21*5 x 16»7 mm (Baker). The birds sit close; 
when leaving the nest they slink quietly into the grass and arc not as noisy 
and demonstrative as most members of the genus. Not gregarious in the 
breeding season. 

Mcsecu Diacnosh- See Key to the Species and Field Characters. 


UEASURZUENTS 



'VS’mg 

BIU 

(from feathen) 

Tanus 

Tafl 

o'9 

75-79 

r, 18-19 

c. 30 

115-120 mm 
(Baker) 


Wdght 1 9 35 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Irts white OT bluuh white. Bill black. Legs feet 
dark brown, 

1258. Large Grey Babbler. Tvrdoida vzalcolmi (Sykes) 

TixisBa vdlcslsd Sykes, 1832, Froc. ZooL Soc. London: 83 (Dnkhtm » Pooria) 
Baker. FBI No. 195, VoL 1 : 200 
Plate 79, fig. 8 

LOCAL ICAKTS- CKsgoi, Cc^oi, SalihM (Hindi); Gcngye (Kannada); K^Ui 
or Khekis (Marathi) ; Bhdso (U.P., Lucknerw) ; Ixliio (Gujarati) ; ' Vcm-dssda, 
Cesc-rJz (Tdugu). 

sgR- Mj-na; length c. 28 cm (11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS- Ahcve, gTcyish brown mottled wih dark brown on 
back. Forehead with pale ashy (w’hitish) shaft-streaks. Tail faintly cross- 
barred. Below, creamy buff with a pinkish tinge on throat and breast. Sexes 
alike. 

The light ashy forehead, bright ^-cllow eyes, and whitish outer feathers 
of the long graduated tail (spread out in flight) are diagnostic. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; common but locally 
distributed; mesrt common on the Deccan tableland. May have spread 
recendy widi increase in cultivation. From Punjab (Ferozep or e and 
Ludhiana) cast along die edge of die plains to eastern Uttar Pradesh 
(Gorakhpur and Gharipur), south through Rajasthan (cast of the Thar 
Desert) to Kutch and Saurzshtra, and through the Peninsula south to 
Tamil Nadu (NOgiris and Pain is), and cast to a line Ghazipur-AmHkapur 
(cast hLP.)-Nrilore- Its o ccur r en ce in Sind (Sovran vide IHs 1922: Ml) 
and in Kerala needs confirmation. Ascends the hills to c. 1200 m in the 
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Peninsula. Affects dry, open, sparsely scrubbed country, babool and dhak 
{BuUa) jungle, cultivation, city gardens and village environs (though not 
everywhere). Usually found in less dry facies than that of T. caudatus and 
not so wooded as that of T. striaiuSy but locally side by side with either. 
(Sec map, p. 219.) 

GENERAL HABITS. Very gregarious; keeps in parties usually of five to 
twelve birds even during the breeding season, though nesting birds separate 
into pairs; flocks of twenty arc common and sometimes as many as forty keep 
together. Frequently seen in association with Common and Jungle Babblers 
in appropriate facies. Feeds on the ground and in low vegetation. Active 
on legs, feeble on wings. Very excitable; if one member is set upon by a 
hawk or other enemy, the rest of the flock combines in its defence with 
much noise and bluster and may succeed in driving off the marauder. 
In scrub jungle it is the first bird to give warning of an intruder’s approach, 
thus causing annoyance to observers by alerting other species. 

FOOD. Mostly insects; also grain, seeds and berries. Sometimes ripening 
jowari on cob in standing fields. 

VOICE and calls. Unmistakable for that of the Jungle Babbler, being 
flatter and less squeaky. Common call, a monotonous, plaintive, drawling 
kay-kqy~kay^kay etc., kept up in chorus for minutes at a stretch. A short 
alarm-note, and noisy chattering on espying an enemy. 

BREEDINO. Season, ill-defined; nests are found in every month, but most 
birds breed during the hot months and the monsoon, from March to 
September, with possibly two peak periods; March-April and June-July 
with some regional variation. Aerf, an untidy cup of grass, small twigs 
"and roots, cither without lining or wth a slight one of fine rootlets and 
grass-bents. Generally placed low down in scrub, but quite often in small 
trees up to five, rarely nine metres. Eggs, 4, often 3, glossy blue. Average 
si 2 e of 36 24*2 X 19*5 mm (Baker). Commonly brood-parasitized by 

Pied Crested Cuckoo {Clamator jacobinus), two fledglings of the latter along 
with one or two (or none) of the babbler frequently observed with a flock. 
Communal nesting common (or usual?). Pairs continue to remain with 
the flock throughout, merely detaching themselves from time to time to 
attend to their domestic chores. More than one pair often seen working on 
the same nest and sharing in incubadon and feeding the nestlings. The 
* sisterhood * takes corporate action in the care of the nest and the fledglings 
after they leave it, even though these be only impostor cuckoos. (For an 
interesdngnote on communal nesting see Malcolm Macdonald, JBNHS 56: 
132, and editoriar comment.) 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Species. 

Young. Like adult but no spots on mantle and more huffish, less grey on upper 
coverts. Primary characters present; postjuvenal moult complete. 

MEASUREktENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tat! 

tJ'rJ' 

108-120 

22-27 

35-36 

129-145 mm 

99 

II0-II8 

23-24 

34-35 

128-136 mm 
(HW, SA) 

Weight 27 o’ 9 63-92 (av. 75-7) g — SA. 
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coix)URS OP BARE PART*. Iris bright Icmon-ycllow. Bill homy bnrwu, darker 
at gape and paler at base of lo\^*er mandible; mouth blacddsh brown (bright lemon- 
yellow in juvenile). Legs and feet brownish grey; claw dusky. 

Turdoides subrofus (Jerdon) ^ 

Key lo the Sabepedes 

More richly coloured T.s. fyperylhnu 

Less richly coloured 7*. j, subnifiu 

1259. Rofons Babbler. Turdoides subrufus subrvfus (Jerdon) 

Timalia subrufa^cTdon, 1839, Madrasjour. Lit. Sci. 10: 259 (Manantoddy, Wynaad) 
Txmalxa poeeilerhYneha Lafresnaye, 1840, Rev. Zool. : 65 (Nilgiris, restricted to the 
northern slopes by Ripley, 1953, Poslilb No. 17i 4) 

Baker, FBI No. 196 (part), Vol. I: 201 
Plate 79, fig. 12 
LOCAL NAME. JwtgH'khyr (Hindi). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD characters. As in 1260. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, rare in the northern parts, 
commoner in the southern. Maharashtra in the Western Ghats from 
Mahablcshwar south through Mysore to the northern slopes of the Nilgiri 
Hills and east in northern Tamil Nadu to the Shevaroy Hills. From the 


Turdoides subrvfus and T. ritfesctns 
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plains and foothills to c. 1000 m. Affects dense scrub undergrowth, parti- 
cularly where intermixed with tall coarse grass and bamboo brakes, edges 
of forest and abandoned coffee clearings. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1260, q.v. 

BREEDING. As in 1260. 

Museum Diagnosis. Like hyperylhrus, but less richly coloured. 

MEASURESIENTS and COLOURS OF BARF. PARTS. As in 1260. 


1260. Kerala Rufous Babbler. Turdoides subrufus hyperylhrus 
(Sharpe) 

Atgya hyperythra Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 7: 390 (Madras, restricted to 
Falghat by Ripley, 1953, Postilla No. 17; 4) 

Baker, FBI No. 196 (part), Vol. I ; 201 


LOCAL NAME. Chrtchilappan (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, forchcad deep grey; rest of upperparts olive- 
brown tinged with rufous. Tail slightly cross-banrcd. Below, bright ferruginous. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; fairly common. Kerala 
and western Tamil Nadu ; plains and foothills to c. 1000 m. Affects secondary 
jungle and dense scrub undergrowth in evergreen or moist-deciduous 
biotope — especially where intermixed with tall coarse grass and bamboo 
brakes as on the edge of forest clearings for cultivation and plantations. 
Though habitat sometimes overlaps that of the Jungle Babbler locally, the 
two species do not intermingle. 

GENERAL iiADiTS. Usually keeps in parties of six to eight individuals 
rummaging among fallen leaves, flicking them aside or turning them 
over in searcli of insects. A great skulker, more often heard than seen, 
creeping in and out of bamboo stems with the agility of a rat. Especially 
wary when venturing up into the branches of trees for flower-nectar, and 
will dive headlong into the undcrgrowTh'on the slightest suspicion. 

FOOD. Mainly insects, but also berries, particularly of Lcnlana, and 
nectar of Erythrina, Salmalia and oilier flo^\'C^s. 

VOICE and calls. A continual shrill but not unpleasant whistling tree- 
tree-tree, rather of the quality of the chirping of a large cricket, sometimes 
without a break for ten seconds or more, preceded and punctuated now 
• and then by one or two typical harsh babbler squeaks (SA). Same squeaks 
on alarm. 

BREEDING. Season, not well-defined: overall Februar>' to November, 
mostly February to May. jVest, a deep; massive cup of leaves, grass blades, 
and creeper stems carelessly and roughly wound about the exterior, lined 
more neatly srith fine rootlets. Placed in a fork in bushes or small trees. 
Eggs, normally 4, dark blue. Average size of ! 7 eggs 25 X 1 8 • I mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. More richly coloured than jxJrvfus. 

Young. Like adult but upperparts deeper, richer brov-Ti. PosijmTnaJ moult 
complete. 


TIMALIINAE 


XAaUBEMENTS 


cTt? 
5 9 


Wing 

89-94 

88-92 


Bill 

(from skull) 
21-25 
21-22 


Tatsus 


Tail 


c. 33 1I5-II8 mm 

e. 33 103-105 mm 

{HW, SA, Koeic) ' 


Weht rJ’ P 2-2-7 oz (c. 57-78 g) — Davbon. 

sLomta or bare RAR-n. Adult. Irn creamy white. B.11: “PP" 

t homy brown except at gape; lower mandible, ga^ and ^ 

s and feet dusky yellow: clasrs dusky. Young. Irss dark grey. Ug. patelty 

TO and yellow in front, yellow behind. Rest as in adult. 

TuBDoroES STRIATUS (Dumont) 

f. Ripley, S. D., 1958, Patilh, Yale Peabody Mus., No. 35: 5-10 
Naik, R. M. & Andrews, M. I., 1906. 22-47 
Andrew, M. I. & Naik. R. M., 1966, Peve 4: 48-57 
Key to the Snbepedea 

Tail ashy at base, geocral colour ashy .-.j;™,,, 

1 General colour paler, belly cream-bufT. 

2 General colour darker, belly more fub-ous buff 

a Greyer; thioat and breast less hcas-ily motiled T.s. struM 

b BrosTOCr; breast heavily streaked T. s.c,:,zulu 

Tail rufous- or warm brosvn, general colour brosroer 

3 Rump buff, paler than back 27 s. smsm 

4 Rump concolorous with back 

c Breast and upper belly heavily streaked 

d Breast and upper belly fulvous, hardly streaked. • 

....... T. Ss onssoe 


Page 

224 

2M 

226 

228 

228 

229 


1261. Sind Jungle Babbler. Turdoides strialia sindianus C^icchurst) 

Crateropus Unirohr sindlcnta Ticehurat, 1920, BulL Bril. Orn. Q. 40. 156 
(Karachi, Sind) 

Baker, FBI No. 185, VoL I: 193 

.OCAI, HASits. SaMai (Hindi): Vani UUd, (Gujarati); MslS. Kmsi (Ehil). 

;izE, Myna; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). .. .„._s 

^ELD CHARACIIRS. As in 1262, but tail grcy-ljco''-". ''“'“’if ‘ 
n-ATUs. DBTBiBimoN and habitat. Resident; common but unm;miy 
tributed. West Pakistan. Punjab, Rajasthan and Kutch, Irom . 

an foothills (Kohat to SimU) south along the Indus valley to Karacn 
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and cart 6roin the Gulf of Kutch to the Yamuna and Chambal rh-crs, 
including the Aravalii Range but excluding the Thar Desert- Intcrgrades 
vrith other subspecies Along its eastern limits. In the plains and foothills 


Tcrdoldcs strictxa 



iHluili ms^gtgr (t26lL jfrieto (1265). cnaleUs 11262!. 

ssjrjniUa (1263). |BI trxlabsncss (1264). cmic^ (»264a). 


up to 1200 m, locally up to 1800 m. Affects cu]ti\'ation, gardens, mango 
groves, shecsham plantations wth tall coarse grass (where it is found side 
by sdc with T. farlei), tamarisk jungle, and scrubby hillsides, 
onKERAL HABTTs, FOOD and VOICE- As iu 1262, q.V- 
BREEDiNO. Seasm, ill^efincd, mostly March to September. AVxf and 
rggj, as in 1262, Average size of 21 eggs 24«1 x 17*9 mm (Ormaston); 
of 30 eggs 25 X 19*4 mm (Baker). 

Mesruu Diackoss. Differs from ooaiiaate striciiu (1265) in being more ashy 
above; belly paler, cream-buff Differs frota erierJ^ts in having the breast mottled 
as the throat, not heavily streaked; isrjni Un is much brerv^uer, has a nifous-brovm 
tail, blacker vnng-quills, darker throat and ochraccous-bufi bell)*- 
Young, like adult but paler. Primarj* and tail characters present; pos^u\*enal 
moult complete. 

UEAsuazsfafis 

^«ng BUI Tarsus T:dl 

(Crom skull) 

tfd' 104-111 21-25 35-37 100-IM mm 

(?9 99-110 23-25 33 104-110 mm 

(HIV) 

Wright 2 66, 77; 3 9 9 68-77; 1 o? 59 g (BB, Pa>mter). 
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cououRS or BARE TARTS. Iris vrfcite to pale straw. BUI -ydlow (breeding), hora- 
bro%%'n (n-mter). Legs and feet dull ydlovr. 


1262. Peninsular Jangle Babbler. T'vTd:nd£S stncbis cmrjclis (Jerdon) 

Melsscdms errimteJif Jerdon, 1847, IBL Ind- Om. text to pL 19 (‘ jungles of the 

Carnatic, and . . . Eastern Ghauts,* res tri cted to Horslcjkonda, "west of KcHorc, 
by Riplc}', 1958, Postilla Ko. 35: 9) 

Baker, FBI Ko. 183 (part), VoL 1: 191 

LOCAE KAMEs- VaKalsUdo (Gujarati); Sathhai, Prt^c ChevghSit 
Gsycr^c (Hindi); Peiis-rJ^ Adcri-sida (Tclugu). 

SIZE. Mjiia; length c. 25 cm (10 in-). 

FIELD CHAStACTERS- A familiar earthy brown bird of tousy tmtidy ap- 
pearance v.Tth creamy white c)*cs, ycUov.'ish bill and legs, and longi^ tail 
which appears to be loosely stuck into the body. Ah^ze, drab grc)'-brov,'n, 
a little greyer on head and nape. Rump and t^-coverts buff; tail rufous- 
brown. Belczc, throat drab-grey; breast streaked with pale bnrvsTi; belly 
creamy buff. Sexes alike. 

sTATL’s, DCmiBxmoN and habitat. Resident. One of the commonest 
birds of the Peninsula. Gujarat and the western half of Madht’a Pradesh 
south through the Peninsula to the Nilgiris and Paints (except for the 
ranges of rtrtnrTn'/W, rrMlchorims and orissce tjq.v.). Intergrades w-ith rindterstr 
in the Little Rann of Kutch, and Nsith striaUu in southwestern Uttar Pradesh 
along the Yamuna river. In the plains and hills up to 1500 m. Affects de- 
ciduous forest, bamboo and culthTidon. 

CENTiRAi- habits. Vcr>' gTCgarious; seen the year round in parties of 
six to t\velvc, well deserving its Hindi name of Sdlbh&i ( = ‘ seven brothers *, 
or ‘ Seven Sisters ’ as transmuted into English!). Large flocks break up into 
smaller groups during the breeding season. Jungle Babblers often form 
the nucleus of the mixed itinerant hunting parties. They spend much, of 
their ome hopping about on the ground, vigorously turning o%‘cr or flicking 
aside dead leaves in search of food, taking to trees and bushes at the slightest 
disturbance. Each flock keeps to a more or less restricted territory. All the 
members of a 'sisterhood*' roost together sitting side by side %rith their 
bodies touching each other. Indiriduals may flequcntly be seen shuffling 
themselves among the dripping foliage bf a bushy tree after a shower. 
\Vhen curious or agitated, has a habit of fluffing out its plumage, especially 
that of the back ^vhich assumes an arched appearance, drooping the wings, 
spreading and depressing the tail, and pivoting uneasily from side to side, 
peering at and chivvying the intruder all ^he while. Very plucky in united 
defence of indhiduals from attacks by predators, and a flock may success- 
fully rescue a * sister * from the talons of a hawk simply by blustering noisy 
demonstratioas against the aggressor. 

FOOD, hlainly insects: grasshoppers, ants, beetles, cockroaches, cater- 
pillars, etc., and spiders. For insects (mostly injurious) identified among 
stomach contents in an intearively cultivated area in Bihar, see Mason 
&. Lefioy, 1912: 51-4. Fotir out of the 36 birds examined had taken f3*ogs! 
Also eats grains, seeds, ban>Tm figs, LaiUauiy Z^zypka and other berries. 
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Very fond of n ect ar of iScZmaJia, ffulcc, Eiyihjir^ and other blossoms Avhich 
it doubtless helps to cross-poUinaic, 

VOICE and C a ix s . A harsh conversational ki-hi-’ki uttered as the birds 
move about winch frequently breaks out into a loud, discord2uit chorus 
of squeaking and chattcrii^ under any sort of cxaiemcnt. 

BREEDDtc. ill defined; mainly hlarch to October with a peak 

period from June to August, after the onset of the nuns; nests may be 
found every month. For details of gonadal cycles, w'cighis and sexual maturity 
see M, I. Andrci« & R, hL Naik, 1956, Faoo 4: 48-57. Jiatj a loosely put 
together cup of tw^, roots, grass and various other material, scantily lined 
with rootlets and fine grass. Placed in bushes and trees Sum one to nine 
metres above the ground, usually between two and four metres, often in 
gardens, orchards, hedges or euphorbia thickets. Egg:^ normally 4, frequently 
5 or 6, once 7 ; the larger clutches may be the product of more than one 
hen. Colour, d^ turquoise blue. Average rizc of 100 eggs (including those 
ofnominaterfneJaj) 25*2 X 19*6 m m (R .-iVrr ) . Rnth in h uildm g, 

incubation and tending the young. Breeding not synchromzed or * colonial *. 
More than one concurrent nest per sisterhood unrecorded. Apparently 
pairs breed consecutively rather than concurrently. Breeding birds continue 
to remain with the flo^ during th« period, only detaching themselves 
from time to time to attend to their domestic chores. More tlum two birds 
have been frequently observed building a single nest and feeding nestlings 
communally. Commonly brood-parashzzcd by Clenstorjccoitisu and Cuzalus 
vcTxas. The impostor hawic-cuckoo continues to be tended by hs foster- 
parents and is accepted by the unsuspecting sisterhood even when it has 
grown conriderably larger tban themselves. However, the moment the 
youngster moves from one tree to another in order to keep up with the 
fiod:, its hawk-like flight and appearance immediately arouse thar 
^ospidoa. The members ghre the ‘Ware-hawk* alarm-call and make as 
ffto scatter with every sign of nervousness, notwithstanding that as soon as 
it has tettled some of them (even beadcs the foster parents?) will resume 
feeding the importunate flgdglm^ as beforcl 

Diackoss. Differs frem six&exss sSnstsa by the darker diroat 
tad taore heavily streaked breast. Differs frosa ssao v U ld in haring flic base of flic 
tshy brown, cot rufous- or waita brown. Very to tr.sUberi£gs but greyer. 

Is* brown, especially ca Tl x. efiacs is tsmre mfcsceat brown ca back, haa a 
*3cre nflbus-brown taB and the breast and belly fidvoas without the heavy strcaKcg- 

Young, a pale edition of the adult. Psixeaxy and tail charaetris p re aea t, and 
pcatjuTcsal moult cogriplete. 

For details of moults, age detenmaatioa and pterytogs, sec R. hL Kaik fit M. L 
Andrews, 1966, Poo 4: 22-47. 

XEASuxzsce?m 



^Vi=g 

Bin 

(fradsiani) 

Tarsus 

Tidl 

0*0^ 

W-109 

(ramtiyfc 106) 

21.25 

33-56 

103-1 17 t=i 

99 

W-lIl 

21-25. 

54-36 

93-112 xsxa 


(HW, Rocswal) 
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cx>LOUR5 or BARE PARTS. Adult. Iris CTcamy w'hite. Bill pale yellcrw, pale 
homy at tap; mouth and commissure near gape bright yellow'. I-egs, feet and srfc* 
pale ydlow; clavsT fleshy homy. Fledgling. Iris greyish brown. Bill: upper 
mandible browmsh fieah, lower yellow; gape creamy yellow. Legs, feet and daws 
pale flesh-colour. 

1263. Boxribay Jangle Babbler. Tvrdoides striatia somervUlei (Sykes) 

Tvrzclie SffS:^TTi/lci SfkOy 1832, Proc. Zook iSas: ltOQdoa:83 
(‘ Ghauts * = Bombay Ghats) 

Baker, FBI Ko. 188, VqL 1: 194 

LOCAX, KASfES. SaiBhai (Hindi); KhJiia (Marathi). 

SEE. Myna; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FiEU) CHARACTERS. As in 1262, but \rith blacker ^ving-qui^s and markedly 
red tail-ccrvcrts and tail. Breast more heavily streaked. 

STATUS, DtsTf UBU i i ox and HABITAT. Common resident. Southeastern 
Gujarat and coastal Maharashtra, from the Tapli ri>Tr south along the 
western flank of the Ghats to Goa (where it integrades with Trxlchariau ) ; 
from the coast to the tops of the hills. Int erg r a des in the north and cast 
ivilh orixrddb. Affects gardens, scrub and patches of moist-deciduous forcsi. 

CEKERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. A^ in 1262, q.v. 

breediko. As in 1262. 

Mcsecm Diacvosis. Diffen from cnestslis (1262) and titiebzs (1265) in haring 
the upperparts more rusty brown; striations on mantle lea m arked ; rump arri upper 
tail-coNTrts rufous or ferruginous; fii^t-fcalhers blac ker . Breast with pale centres 
to feathers more pronounced; under tail - c overts and tail ferruginous, the last ob- 


«Jc«ly cross* ta)*cd or not at alL 



MCA5UU3C£X73 




"2ns 

BIB 

Tarsus 

Tafl 


(from skull) 



0-9 93-109 

22-26 

35-37 

93-111 mss 

(av. of 11, 102-5) 



(SA, HIV) 

Wright 8 9 59-72 (av. 60*5) g — SA. 



COLOURS OP BASE PARTS. 

As in 1264. 




1264. Malabar JongleBatbler. Tardbid£rrJris!arn2Zfi3cricnr (Jerdon) 

M e iaxas s j rtfleierirsj Jerdon, 1847, HL Ind. Om. text to plate 19 (* forest? cfMalabsr 
and on the ride of the KeSgherria * Travancore (Kerala)), ride Whistler, 1935, 
JBKHS 33: 72 

Baker. FBI Ko. 184, Vc^ I; 192 
LOCAL XAKz. KaifldUdB (Malayalam). 
rrm. Myna; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

K2XD CHARACTERS. .As in 1262; sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DSTRisuiiot* and HABITAT. Resident; cotnmwi but sotnewhat 
unevenly distributed: Kerala and coastal Mysore. Intergrades with jrssr- 
rSIfs about Goa and with rnezidb- in the HIls of eastern central Kerala. 
Chiefly lew country, but also in the hills up to 1200 m. Affects 


Wright 10 0 60-80 (ar. 66) g— S.A 




450 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 6: 229-232 


_ BABBLERS 2?9 

deciduous bamboo forest and scrub jungle \vith Lanlcna. Avoids evergreen 
but occasiona!IIy present in secondary growth on its outskirts. Partial lo 
cashew and jaci-fruit -gardens surrounding homesteads. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As iu 1262, q.v. 

BREEdNo. Seasoriy the entire year, but chiefly January to March. Nesting, 
as in 1262. EggSy 3 or 4, turquoise blue. Average sizeof 30 eggs 25*4 X 19*7 
mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. For distinction from adjacent subspecies sec 1262 and 
1263; also 1264a. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

TaB 


(from skull) 



101-107 

24-25 

c. 36 

105 mm 

I0I-109 

22-24 

33-35 

99-102 nun 


(SA, Koclz) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irts CTcaniy or yellowish white. Bill and orbital skin 
pale yellow; mouth and gape bright deep yellow. Legs and feet yclIoAvIsh flesh. 

1264a. Orissa Jangle Babbler, Turdoiier rlrialur oriirarjerdon 

Txadoxiti striaiM oruxo^ Jerdon. Sec Ripley, 1969, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. 

Soc. 66: 168 

(Barkot, alt. 120 m, Bamra, Sambalpur dist., Orissa)* 

Baker, FBI No, 183 (part), Vol, 1; 191 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Mjma; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1262, bui more rufcsccnt brown; underparts 
uniformly fulvous; breast unstreaked. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Common resident. Orissa east of the 
Ghats and perhaps northeastern Andhra Pradesh south to (and including?) 
the Godavari river delta. Biotope as in 1262. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1262, q.v. 

BREEDING. As in 1262. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from 4triatus in being more rufcsccnt bro^^Ti above 
and more fulvous, less grey below. Differs from orUntalis by the same characters 
and by lacking the heavy streaking on the breast. Malabariais (which it most re- 
sembles) is darker but less rufcsccnt above, more heavily screaked on back; its 
underparts, especially throat, are much darker; breast, upper belly 'and flanks 
heavily streaked (p. unsircakcd in orissae). 

MEASUREStENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from skull) 



2 cirri’ 

103, 104 

25 

35 

102, 107 mm 

2 99 

94,99 

25, 23 

35 

96, 102 mm 
(Desfayes) 

COLOURS OF 

BARE FARTS. 

As in 1265. 




* The descriptior ec . i<;pv jjjg designation 

of a rather ■ .... . . ^the Bombay Natural 

History Society (N . ■ i « • 
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1265. Bengal Jangle Babbler. Turdoidis strirlus jdrictus (Dumont) 

Cos^phus strialiuDumonty 1823, Diet. sci. nat (cd. Levrault) 29: 268 (Bcngalc) 
Maina Tririco/or Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Ariat Soc, Bengal 5; 711 (Nipal). AW.Baf. 

M.ialaeocnais) tmicohr * Hodgson *=» Blyth, 1844, Jour. Aslat Soc. Bengal 15: 

367 (Bengal, Nepal and Assam = Nq>a!) 

Baker, FBI No, 183 (part), Vo!. 1: J91 
Plate 79, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. SathhSi, Pfngjra myna (Hindi) ; J * (Bihar) ; CJbiarfcs 

(Bengali). 

SIZE. Myna; length r. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1262, but tail dark grey-brown, noticeably 
barred. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; locally common. Northern 
India east of the Yamuna river in the 
Gangctic plain north to Dehra Dun, 
Nepal tend and duns, Sikkim and 
Bhutan foothills, West Bengal, AsUm 
Valley as far tis Dibrugarh, and East 
Pakistan cast to Cotnilla; plains and 
foothills, locally up to c. 1 600 m. Affects 
gardens, orcha^, hedges in cultivation, 
bushes on waste ground, and secondar)' 
scrub forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1262, q.v. 

BREEDING. As in 1262. 

Museum Diagnosis. Description: -diew, pale brown including cuverts, and 
tcrdals; grcjdsh on head and rump, slightly fulvous on upper tail-coverts, the back 
>rith dark bro\v^n streaks and whitish shafl-stripes. Tml brown, paler at basi^ daricer 
at tip and cross-rayed. Wings dark brown, ashy on outer edges. Lores whitish with 
a narrosv dark line above. JSelow, chin and throat grey svith faint darker bars; breast 
fulvous ashy with paler centres and shafts to the feathers. Belly, vent, and under 
tail-coverts fulvous, tinged brovm at sides and with faint white shafts. 

Differs from sindianvs in being browner, less ashy; underparts more fuhnus buff; 
grey of throat not extending so far down on breast; cruntalu has a more heavily 
streaked breast; orissae is more rufcsccnt brotvn abos'c, has a fulvous belly, unstrtaked 
breast and rufous-brown tail. 

Young, a pale edition of the adult. Upperparts and head pale brown, not grey. 
Underparts rufcsccnt, brov\'nisb on breast. Edges of primaries ochraceous. 

MEASUREMENTS 


tVing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Turns 

Tail 

103-m 

C.24 . 

32-34 

95-111 mm 

96-107 

23-24 

C.33 

1 02-1 04 mm 



> (BB, Rand & Fleming) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris yclIowish white or creamy white; orbital skin pale 
yellow. Bill yellow, yellowish wWte, dirty whitish or, rarely, pale homy j-ellow. 
Legs, feet and claws ycUosv, fleshy yellow or yellenvish while. 
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1266. Ceylon Rofoos Babbler. Turdoider ni/wcenr (Blyth) ^ 

M.ffilaeoeerais) ru/^omr Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 453 (Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 189, Vol. I: 195 
Plate 79. fig. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. Ratu-dottOliehchd (Sinhala); Vilaikkdra-kuriim (Tamil). 

SIZE. Myna; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTTERS. Supcrfid^y like Junglc Babbler but entirely Fufous- 
brown svith dnnamon throat and breast and somesvhat greyer head and 
darker car-coverts. Bill and legs bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, nisTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident; moderately plentiful. 
Endemic to Ceylon in the Wet zone and neighbouring hills to over 2100 m. 
Affects deep primeval forest, thickets and bamboo scrub in well-wooded 
areas. (See map, p. 222.) 

GENERAL HABITS. Unlike thc Junglc Babbler, it is a forest-loving species 
found only in the dampest forest tracts and seldom away from deep jungle. 
Very sociable and noisy; keeps in parties of six to twelve or mofb, actively 
svorking about the lower limbs of trees, and threading its way through 
the branches of low junglc, thus resembling more a laughing thrush than 
a babbler. It has thc quick movements of the former, jerking up its svings 
and tail, restlessly jumping to and fro on its perch. Its flight is weak and 
consists of little more than fluttering from tree to tree, with an occasional glide 
across a ravine. Appears not to mix with other species but has, in common 
svith 7*. e^nis and Gorndax HnereifronSy a curious association srith small squirrels 
of thc Fimarrdiuliis group. ‘Whenever a flock of these birds is on the feed, a 
squirrel is almost sure to be found in their near neighbourhood * (Henry), 

FOOD. Chiefly insects. 

VOICE and calls, A continual chattering, squeaking and chirping 
(Henry). According to I.cgge, its notes resemble those of Garrulax more 
than TxadaidtSy and it seems not to indulge in long periods of silence as docs 
the latter, but a continual low babble from the flock usually betrays its 
whereabouts in the jungle. 

BREEDiNO. ScasoTiy March to May. Unlike a^is and strialusy this species is 
such an adept at concealing its nest that little is known of its nesting habits. 

said to be similar lo that offi/J9itr,a cup of grass and small twigs, placed 
among creepers surrounding the trunk of a tree or in a low fork of a tree. 
EggSy 2 or 3, ver>' similar to those of ajjims according to Lcg;^. Measurements 
of4 eggs: length 23*3 to 24*2 mm; width 17*8 to 18*1 mm (Baker). 

hfusEUU Diacnoss. Rcctriccs, secondaries and outer web of secondaries very 
faintly cross-barrcd. 

Wing formula: 

Primaries (as.) 

T. rvfawj T. striahu *yp. 

tst c, 24 mm > primary-cmrrts - e. 36 nun >• primary-coverts 

2ndf. I8nim> III ^ r. 23mm> ht 

3rd r. 17 mm > 2nd r. 10mm>2cd 

4th f. 6mm>3rd r.'4mm>3rd 

5th c. 3 mm>- 4th 

5th longest ( - 6th) 4ih longest ( « 5tb) 

*ln \’>ew of the diflerence* in ecolopcal eboicc. wing formula, p^ibly abo In voice 
and behaviour, as well as the lack of any intergradation/ T. ruftrtms is better retained as 
a full speocs, not a wtsperies of T. ririrfeu. 
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MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 


99 


104-U3 

97-106 


Bill 

(from skull) 
22-24 
22-24 


Tarsus 


Tail 


33-34 1J2-II9 mm 

32-35 107-121 mm 

(HW, SDR) 

C 0 «.UM or PA*!,. Iriswhittorv-tUowi* white; orbiuj to 

yeUow. BUI oraoge-ydJow, deepest on b«U hnlf. Lep wd feel ebrome-ycUow. 

Turdoidej Armns (Jerdon) 

Key to the Subepeelee 

Crown cream-coloured contrarting with back. a. 

Crown grO'itB, concolorous with back. A. ta/ro anus 

1267. Whifeheaded BahhUr. Turibidtl (Jerdon) 

Malacodrcuj q^mJ jerdoot 1847^ IIL Ind. Om., tc*t to ph 19 
(Travancore, [Kerala]) 

rur*i*rp.;u,p&m™uOberhoher, 1 920, Proc. Biol. Soc. Wtongton 33: 
for rurdmgnrmr Gmelin (Coromandel Coart, India), nrr Turdorgrum (Boddaert) 
Baker. FBI No. 186, Vol. 1: 193 
Plate 79, fig. 9 

LOCAI, NAVEJ. KcrijilMili (Malayaiam); a.Wa nda (Tclugu); 

Pttjidri-kMici (Tamil). 

SIZE. Bulbul -f: length f. 23 cm (9 in.). meyith 

FIELD citARACTERs. Aiope, cTOwn Cream colour; car brown 

brown. Upper back and rump drab brown; donal fcathert da^^ 
fringed With grey, giving the middle back a somewhat scaly 
^Vings dark browm, drab brown when folded. Tad . 

middle, basal half grey-brown, distal ha^ dark broi™. Br/ow, __ 

breast dark brown, each feather edged with grey. Belly an 
coverts ochraceous buff, flanks greyish. BUI and feet ^le yellow. 

The dingy cream-coIourcd crown contrasting svith the o^rk » 

as well as its sharper, more musical call-notes distinguish this ‘ 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and iiABiTAT. Rcsidcnt; lowlly comm^. 

Pradesh from the Godavari and Penganga rivers, and w^em 
the Bcigaum area, south through Tamil Nadu and Kerala to Kany 
(Cape Comorin) and Rameswaram Island. Birds from the latter p ace 
intermediate between peninsular and Cc)'Ion races. Absent ^ 

Mj-sorc cast of thc Western Ghats. In the low cotintry and foothiJb up to 
300 m, exceptionally 1000 m. Affects dense secondary jungle, 
particularly Zantena, often in thc vicinity of cultivation, precincts o ^ ^ 
and homesteads; also orchards and urban gardens and compoun , c 
common babbler ofHyderabad City and Madras. Prefas drier an 
open low scrub countr)' than ilic Jungle Babblo*, but both are irequ^t y 
found side by side and sometimes in association where their rcspecti 
preferences os'crLip. (Sec map, p. 21 7.) . ^ . . , i -.l r* 

GENERAL HAsm. Similar to those of the Jungle Babbler wih 
often associates. Most of its food is taken on the ground. Has a habit ot 
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holding dofwn underfoot morsels too large to swallow, while it tca« off 
pieces. Flight v.*cah; if any distance is to be co\Tred, prefers to hop to the 
lop of a tree and take off from there, proceeding in a scries of rapid fluttcr- 
ings alternating with sailings, the birds usually follo^>^ng each other one 
at a time. 

FOOD. Insects and \TgciabIc matter — vs-ild figs, berries ofZceteM and 
^^kas, paddy grains, nectar of Etjihir^ Buka and other large flowers, 
Idtiicn scraps around human habitations etc. Also recorded are whip- 
scorpions and (once) a lizard {Cclota versiahr). 

VOICE and CAiiS. Sharper and more muncal tl^ those of the Jimgle 
Babbler, very distinct. A muacal trill tn-n-ri-ri uttered by one or more 
members of a flock from the ground or some low perch while the rest hop 
about for food. The tail of the calling bird is spread out and hangs loose 
while it nervously tv^itches or Aides its wings and pivots from side to side 
(SA). Also some noisy conversational squeaks. 

BFXEDixo. Stasc7:y iU*dcfined. Overall January to No^-ember, mainly 
March to June with a second peak period in Octobcr-No%*embcr. AVjf, 
much as that of the Jungle Babbler, an open bowl of twigs and rootlets, 
coarse grass, some green weeds and leaves or other material (old nc\«papcr 
recorded), lined srith fem steins or rootlets. Diameter about 8 cm at the 
rim, dqrth of cop about 5 cm. Built in siiniiar sites but rather lo\s*cr down, 
tisually bct\s’een one and two metres from the ground, less often up to six 
metres of Hgher. Bushy mango grafts are much favoured- Eggi, 3 or 4, 
turquoise blue. Average size of 60 eggs 24 X 18*8 mm (Baker). Frequently 
brood«parasitized by ClarrMor jasohiKus. Incubation period, 14 to 17 da^*s. 
Both sexes .build, the nest and feed the young. \\Ticn the young leave the 
nest, they accompany their parents and join the sisterhoods; they are 
then fed by the other members of the party, as well as by their ot^*n parents. 
Communal or cooperative nest-building and feeding of >*oung as described 
mJBNHS6!: 181-3 (P.J. SanjeevaRaj) is probably normal m the Thrthides 
group of babblers. 

Musruu DiACKOsa. Difiers from Upreheras in being brov.-ner and less washed 
with grey and having the crown and nape creamy, contrasting with dark car- 
coverts. Differs from the Jungle Babbler, among other eharacters, b^* the colouring 
and squamadoa of throat and breast- 

Young, rcsembla adult but strealdng on taande, and squamatioa on throat and 
breast very indistinct, pale and almost unicolorous. Primary and riiaracicrs 
present. Postjuvena! moult complete. 

Complete postnuptial moult takes place from Jimc to Kovember, but odd body- 
feathers arc being moulted practically throughout the year. 


UZASUaZMXKTS 



Wmg 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

<?(? 

94-109 

20-22 

32-35 

95-107 mm 

99 

99-110 

19-23 

31-35 

95-109 mm 


(H\V, SA) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Adult. Itis from creamy or gre^-ish to pale 

blue. Bni, legs, feet and claws pale >*dlow. Mouth pale plnl^ yellow. Young. 
Iris g r een ish grey. Bill pale mouth bright orange-yellows*. 
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STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, \xr)’ local but not un- 
common; some downward moN'cmcnt in ^vinter. Not recorded in more than 
a himdr^ >*tars since Hodgson's da^-s, it was believed to be extinct until 
its rediscovery in 1948 (Proud, JBNHS 48: 699, Riple>*, JBNHS 49: 393), 
It has since pro%*ed to be fairly common in some areas, even wilhm easy 
reach from Kathmandu (Flcnnng, JBNHS 51: 941; F^ud, JBNHS 56: 
330; Rand fi: Fleming, Fiel&sui 4: 126; Fleming & Traylor, FieUSaia 
35: 477 and 35: 532). From the Ncpal-Kumaon border east to central 
Nepal (Kathmandu Valley); from 1500 to 2000 m in summer (Proud, loc, 
dt,); recorded in winter fium 900 to 1600 m. Affects dense secondary 
scrub on hillsides. 

CESERAi. HAsm. In pairs dxiring the b r eed ing season, in small groups 
of three to tea birds during the >vmtcr. Feeds almost entirely on the ground, 
searching for food among low bushes, turning o^'e^ dead lea\*es, occasionally 
venturing into the open. Disappean at the slightest disturbance, only to 
come c reep ing out a minute or two later. Pairs form in hlarch. 

Fre^ifTetding cstiritus. The male sits on some prominent bush, usually in 
full view but not quite on top, whence it sings from morning till night. 
Particularly noisy after rain and in the middle of the day. As soon as a bird 
starts to c^, it is answered by another and another, usually some 200 
metres apart. During March and April the singing male is usually* accom- 
panied by a female, lo%v in the scrub. She spends a good deal of time pr e e run g 
hersdf, uttering low churring calls. The male may occarionally pick up 
a leaf and offer h to the female. While moving through the bushes, she fire- 
qucmly picks up dead pine needles and leaves, carries them for a short 
distance before dropping them; the male occarionally does the same. 
At times both birds fly, just skhnming the bushes, sometimes for a con- 
aderable distance, but in an awkv.-aid, top-heavy manner. Pmis may 
occasionally preen each other, uttering low burring notes and nuring the 
feathers of the head into a cre s t. The female may be seen beg gi ng food 
like a ^*oung bird, with drooping wings and tall (Proud). 

FOOD. Chiefiy insects. 

t'oiCE and caxxs. Usual call, a dear ri-eW-el-efr utt eied as it hops about 
on the ground. Alarm, a low cham. Female, iu addition to churring notes, 
has a loud A pair will sometimes burst out in a wild 

crescendo of screaming palb, when they sound very the Jungle Babbler. 

*rhe male has a great variety* of notes, but the tone, a peculiar harsh 
>*ci ringmg whistle, is alv^-ays the same. It is iinlikt- riiat of a t>*pical Tta-dndss, 
nor does it have the beauuful pure whistle of so many Garslsx species. 
A phrase most often heard starts with a fov fine whistles, then continues 
up rile scale: t£T-4n~kT-kf~UT^ier. It has also, in the breeding season <mly. 
* very distincrivc and peculiar phrase dossm the scale: Uf-te^-ker-ckft-ker^ 
c^/-irr-c^, sometimes preceded by a running trill- There are many 
other variations. The song can be Karri most of the ^tar but is more ftequenl 
from Mar^ to September (Proud). Other renditions of song: 
tyrf, c^, ckir^ tree uvr 
rig\: Arrr, kire, right here 
iTf-IiT, Uf-ter, tit-kr, tn^tfr 

parvLk, dsp, cfap 
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1258. Ceylon Whiteheaded Babbler. Turdriici teproheaas Ripley 
jirianu S>\*ainson, 1833, ZooL HL, ser, 2, 3, pL 127 and text (Ceylon), 
nsc Ccss^phss siriska Dumont, 1823 a= Tcrdszdes strisias (Dumont) 

Tenfriior tepnbass Ripley, 1958, PostOla, Yale Peabody Mus., No. 35 : 1 0 

(Alawna, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 187, VoL 1: 194 

LOCAL NAiCES. Derzsliekskd (Smhala) ; VTkiHaTa-t&iki, 
mriai (Tamil). 

SIZE. Bulbul -r ; length c. 23 cm (9 In.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Asin 1267, but cTov.Ticoncolorous With back. ‘Itspalc 
orbital region and bluish white eye give it a curiously anaemic look’ (Henry) . 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Commoa resdent, Ceylon, all zones, 
in the Imvlands and lower hills to c. 1500 m- Affects semi-open country, 
scrub jungle and gardens. Avoids heavy forest- 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1267, q.v. 

BREEDINQ. &aso?i^ throughout the year but clricfiy h£2Lrcb to May and 
again September to October in the hills and in the Wet zone, and mainly 
Novembff to March m the low-cotmiry Dry zone. Nesting, as in 1257. 

fri the hills 3 to 5, generally 4; in the lowlands usually 3, rarely 4, 
similar to those of c^rnr. Average size of 50 eggs 23*8 x 18*4 mm (Baia*). 
Frequently brood-parasitized by Clcruicrjccchijsu. 

Meszuu Diagnosis. Differi from c^i5if*^{1267) in having a mudi' gr e> *cr wash 
on head and body, with redneed or absent suhtenmnal blackish spots, and 
the creacKoloured crown- 

UZASUREICKn 

\\lng Bm Tanns Tail 

(froci skoH) 

<?(? 102-110 21-22 31-32 101-102 mm 

9 9 101-107 21-22 31-34 92-103 mm" 

(HW. SDR) 

COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Irfs cTeanjy white. BUI, legs, feet and claws pale 
lemon, hlouth pale ydlovr. 

1269.' Spiny Babbler. Turdriiftr m^icZerijix ^odgson) 

Thislia mpdnsis Hodgson, 1836, AriaL Res- 19: 182 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 193, VoL 1 : 204 
Plate 79, frg. 6 

LOCAL NAScs. None recordea. 

SIZE. Bulbul -pj length c, 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. dark olive-brown with whitish car-co%’erts, 

eye-ring and short supcrcilium. Eye 
white. Tail faintly cross-barred. Below, 
breast creamy buff finely streaked 
black. Throat ^vbite or streaked 
like breast. Belly whitish- Flanks and 
§2^ under taIl-co%'crt5 lawny oUve. Tail 

^ strongly graduated. Sexes alike. 

The streaked breast and usually 
j ^ j ^vhitish car-cm*ms distinguish this 

babbler. 
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poohl, pockiJ, pocHI, chipr^, ehap-j, etc. (Fleming). 

Bxirsts of song often culminate in throe or four clear and loud teer-Uer^ 
Uer^Un, a characteristic feature. 

BREEDING. SeosTT., April, May and Jime (.^), between e. 1500 and 
1800 m. A^est, a deep grass cup placed in a small bush or built into a sturdy 
grass clump, not spedally well concealed [* A very loose shallorw grass cup 
in the fork of a tree* — Hodgson], Eggs, 3 or 4, pale blue measuring 
about 28 X 16*5 mm. Both parents feed the young. Share of the sexe in 
incubation, and period, unknown (R. L. Fleming, Jr. inepist,), 

Muszum DiACNOsa. The shiny bUde, rigid and pcaated shafts of riie fcathen 
on bead, nap^ tides of neck and breast are diaractcristic. Shafts of riiia and throat 
featiien have the same character but may be white or, in part or aR hUde. In a 
few ^jedmens the throat is moeil>' brewn with only a little white mottling. 


S££A5URZUZ?rTT 



Wing 

Bm 

(from skull} 

Tamss 

Tea 

5 d’d’ 

79-85 

21-25 

30-32 

104—117 mm 

7 99 

81-87 

20-26 

30-33 

107-117 mm 


(Rand & Firming) 


Weight 2 58, 64 g (Dicasdhoist, Payntcr). 

COLOURS 07 BART PARTS- Itis white. BiB: ui^)cr mandible brovmish black, 
lower li^t grey on the basal half. Legs and feet fight brownirii grey. 

Genus Bab ax David 

Bckzx David, 1875, Jour, troisibae Voy. ExpL Chine I": 181- Type, by original 
designatiaa, Pisnrhzxss Isr^letss Verreaux 
Qose to Tvriiidts, \N'ing short and rounded; tall long, mudi graduated. Bill 
rather slender, sli^lly c urv ed; rictal br is tles long and strong; nostrils oval, exposed, 
o verh ung by numerous hairs. 


Key to the Specie* 

4Ving under 1 15 mm ; upper plumage rich brown B, ls:cr^.ois3 

^Vlng over 120 mm; upper plumage grey B. zrcidAH 


1270. Chinese Babax. Beiex Icrxeoleka xroodi Finn 

Be5e* Finn, 1902, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 71 : 125 
(Kanpetict, Mount Mctcria, Chin Hnis) 

Bzisx trktmoe Rippen, 1905, BuIL Bri*. Om. CL 15: 97 
(Mount Wetoria. Chin Hlfis) 

Bcisx tesral£ka criista Ko^z, 1954, Contrib. Iran Regicsal Explcradoa, No. I ;3 
(Blue Merustain, Ltahaf Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 180, WL J: 187 
Plate' 76, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAses. Noac reco r ded. 

SSE. Myna -L; length c. 28 cm (ll in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An Unmistakable babbler. Ahcoe, head and back 
boldly s t ri p ed chestnut-brown and grey; a black mousmdiial stripe. Rump 
and tail dark brown. Beisrs, cream c^om, streaked with ^testnut-brovm, 
more heavily so on belly and flanks. Setss alike. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare resident. The Mizo (Lushai) 
Hills, from f. 1500 m up (found breeding at 1800 m in the Chin Hills, 
but on Mount Victoria restricted to a higher zone, 2600-3000 m). Affects 
thin, scattered forest and the more open hillsides covered wth bracken, 
brambles and reedy grass. 

Exiralimital. The Chin Hills of Burma. The species extends north to 
Shensi and east to Fukien. 

GENERAL HABITS. A shy spccics found in pairs or small parties. Hops wth 
great agility through dense bushes as well as on the ground. In this respect - 
it behaves like a laughing thrush though it is less confined to the ground; ' 
on the contrary, it freely ascends trees and may often be seen in the highest 
crowns ofdeciduous trees, especially in the mornings and evenings (Heinrich). 

FOOD. Unrecorded. Presumably insects. 

VOICE and calls. A full, far-sounding double whistle of wailing quality 
ou~pheee ou’pheee repeated six or eight times at short intervals; the second, 
emphasized note lies about two tones higher than the first (Heinrich), 
Also keeps up a continual flow of soft musical notes, varied occasionally 
by a harsher outburst, rendered as aua qua qua quo, qui wa wa wa, and 
zerT^zm-zerT~zeTT (Schafer).- * A harsh noise like a creaking gate-hinge* 

(H. C. Smith). 

BREEDINO. Season, April to June. Nest, cup-shaped, made of dead leaves, 
grass, bits of bracken, etc., lined with rootlets. Placed in low bushes wthin a 
metre from the ground. Eggs, 2 to 4, generally 3, spotless, deep blue approach- 
ing those of Garrulax squamatus. Average size of 15 eggs 27*3 x 20*3 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis, See Key to the Species. 

Young, like adult, but pale markings on upperparts and wing-coverts largely 
absent, except on hindneck. Streaks on flanks much less defined, but lower throat 
more streaked than in adult. Primary and tail characters present, i.e. first primary 
rounder at tip; outer rcctrices narrower and more pointed. Postjuvcnal moult 
complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

o' 9 f. 100 c. 25 e. 35 e. 140 mm 

(Baker) 

Wing 7 d'ei' 98-103; 9 9V 98-102 mm (Heinrich). 

colours of bare parts. Iris white to bright orange. Bill horn or black. Lcgj 
and feet homy grey. 

1271. Giant Babaae. Babax waddelli waddelli Dresser 

Bobax waddelli Dresser, 1905, Proc. Zool. Soc. I.ondon: 54 
(Tsangpo Valley, Tibet *= Chaksam) 

Babax laneeolatus lumsdeni Klnncar, 1938, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 58: 76 

(Lc La, between Chayul Dzong and Charmc, SE. Tibet) 

Baker. FBI No. 182, Vol. 1 : 189 
Plate 76. fig. 14 

LOCAL NAMES. Jomo, Soto, Tek-teh, Kyu-mo (Tibetan), 

SIZE. Pigeon; slimmer. Length r. 31 cm (12 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Vciy Similar to B, lemceolatus (1270) but larger; 
bill longer and more curved. Plumage greyer above; tail blackish instead 
of brown. Above, ashy grey with broad stripes of blackish browTi. Black 
moustachial stripe less prominent than in laneeolatus. Below, ashy grey with 
narrower streaks of chestnut. Belly and under tail-covcrts ashy. Sexes alike. 
' STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Conunon resident. Extreme north- 
eastern Sikkim (and possibly northern NEFA) in Tibetan fades, north of 
the main range; finm 2800 to 4500 m. Affects arid scrub, especially thickets 
of Hippopkae Thamnoides. 

Extralimital. Southeast Tibet from Gyantse to the Tsangpo bend. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kceps in parties of five or six in the non-breeding 
season, mainly to the ground, hopping about and turning over dead Icara 
and skulking in dense bushes. Very difficult to see even in leafless bushes 
in winter. 

FOOD. Mostly insects; ako berries {Hippopkae), 

VOICE and calls. ‘ Its spring call is a rapid scries of quavering whistling 
notes, %vhilst in early mornings it has a pleasant thrush-like song* (Ludlow). 
Also a harsh grating call. 

BREEDING. Seosou, April to Junc. Nest, a large ragged structure of t\rigs, 
fibres, dried grass and bits of wool, generally placed in a thorn bush about 
two metres from the ground. Eggs, usually 3, deep turquoise blue. Average 
size of 24 tggs 33*1 X 21*6 mm (Baker), and of 9 eggs 34 X 22*2 mm 
(Ludlow), Both sexes incubate. 


Museum Diagnosis. 

Sec Key to the Species. 


measurements 

Wing 

BUI 

TaU 



(from sIcuU) 


B o'? 

130-138 

3-MO 

150-155 mm 


(av. 134) 

(av. 36) 

(Vaurie) 

cJ'tT 

136-142 

34-39 

— mm 

9 9 

126-135 

31-39 

— mm 


(Ludlow, Kinnenr) 

0 Tamil mm (Baler). 




COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Irfs gTcyish whitc. Bill, legs, and feet blackish hwn 
colour (Hartert). 
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Order Passeriformes (cont.) 
Family Moscicapipae (cont) 
Subfamily Timaliikae: Babblers (cont) 



^Vlutec^«ted La\ 2 slung Thnah (1283) 


' Genus Gabrulax Lesson 

Cenalax Lesson, 1831 (June), Trait6d’Oni.:G47. Type, by sufcsequcatdcsignation. 
Gray, 1848, Gamdax Belaigen Lesson, but harntn ntidsrt, type designated by Ripley 
(Synopsis: 380), Gemlax rvfjjnns X^esson 

Icr/j-jxirxia Gould, 1835, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 48. Type, by original dc- 
rignadon, Chdoioms ocriZafsra Vigors 

Trvchabpinon Blytb, 1843, Jour. Ariat. Soc. Bengal 12: 952, cr Hodgson MS. 
Tj'pe, by subsequent designadon, TrochaJoplnon rshsdaloT Hodgson 

CrarmetspHla Gray, 1855, Cat. Gen- Subgcn. Bds.: 48. Type, by oripnal designa- 
tion, Gernhix rtriefar Vigors 

Stactodchla Sharpe, 1833, Cat. Bdi. Brit, Mus. 7: 328, 449. T>-pc, by monQt>'py, 
Gemlax rnendirsis Blyth 

DtjktjisUs Sharpe, 1 883, Cat. Bds. Brit, Mus. 7 : 453. Type, by original designation, 
TtmlAoeiefla rs/SffiKr Jardinc &, Selby 

BUI strong and straighL I-cgs strong, ^^^g short and rounded, often edged vdlh 
a brighter colour. Sexes usually alDce. Most specica noisy and very gregarious outside 
the breeding season. 

1 


I Under surface of tail dpped with white or rufous 
A Size large, tail over ISO mm; upperparts conspicuously spotted with 


white or buff 

1 Crown and throat black G. octUsta 

2 Crown bro>NTi, throat cinnamon.......... .G. TMxirsis 

B Size medium, tail under 150 mm; upperparts not spotted with white 

3 Underparts ydlow G. gslhessa 

4 Underparts not )*dlow 
i Throat while or buff 

a A black collar 

a> Larger, tarsus over 40 mm; a black chin stripe G. pulsrelis 


a* Smaller, tarsus under 40 mm; no dan stripe G. nordlrger 
b No black collar 

a* Cnywn plain olive-brown G. elbcgelsris 

a* CitmTi findy barred with black G. caervlekis (suheamdetn) 

ii Chin and throat blaxd: G. rarirgetas 

iii Chin and throat neither black nor white 
c Tfp of tail rufous 

a* Edge of wing pale blue G. jfscrncftzr 

a* Edge of wing whitish G. rvfogelcru 

a’ \Ving crimson .G. phsedens 

d Tip of tail white or grej-ish 
a* Frimar^'-co v er ts black 

h' Wing ti{jped with black and white G. cwracau 

b* ^Ving almost uniform slat)* G. kaaid 

a* Pfimar)'-co\'erts not black 

b' Plumage striated G. lixsetas 

b* Plumage squamated C. rJnmcolor 

b‘ Underparts barred whitish and brown G.cusism 

II Under surface of not tipped with white or rufous 
C Plumage striated 

5 Tan narrowly cross-barred G. nV^afuj 

6 Tan not cross-barred G. ririebis 

D Plumage not striated 

7 Chin and throat white 

iv Crown white .G. Irscotaphis 

V Crown squamated G. camletas 

(except nbcamlatss) 

vi Crown slat)* G.' deltssrrti 

8 Throat and breast grc)* G. jerdsm 

9 Qiin black 

vii Ear-cm’crts white G. chirxrjis rauh&Iis 

viii Ear-coverts black 

c A rufous patch on sidm of neck G. rvficellij 

f A white patch on tides of neck G. eftnis 


ix Ear-coverts tawny olive-brown; a white auperdlium G. caddmaxs 

X Chin neither black nor white 


• P2€« 
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29 

18 
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4 

34 

21 
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P.ge 

g A whidsh supercilium 

ftS* Throat spotted 

G. toerjlboix 

37 

a^ Throat not spatted 


39 

h No supercflium 

a'* Crown slate-grey, back unspotted... 


3 

a" Crovm chestnut, back spotted. ...... 

. . . C. eijOiioeepheha 

57 


1272. Ashyheaded Laughing Thzxish. Gamdax cinercifrons Blyth> 

Cerrdex cirxT n Jr c rj Bl)-th, 1851, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 176 
(Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 190, VoL 1: 196 
PUte 79, fig. 14 

mcAi. NAMES. Ah-dfrtaUdtdtS (Sinhala); VetsikkSra^kicrKrt (Tamn), 

SIZE. Myna; lengtli c, 23 cm (9 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS, ABozt, forchcad, crown and ear- co v er ts grey; 
rest of upperparts dark reddish brown. Below, chin and throat whitish 
(ochraceous buff^; rest of underparts rufous-brown (clay-colour). Sexes 
aHke. 

Distinguished from the Rufous Babbler (1266) mainly by its black bill, 
dark grey legs and grey head. It is also somewhat less tmkempt-iooking. 

STATts, DiSTBiBqTxoN and HABITAT. Resident in Ceylon; moderately 
plentiful in the low-country \Vct zone and Hill zone to c. 1500 m. Affects 
dens^ humzd forest. 

CENERAi. HABITS. IJ\’es in flocks of ten to t\s*caty individuals working 
steadily through the damp undergrowth, fluttering from tree to tree and 
exploring the mossy recesses of fallen trunks. Keeps up a constant flo%v of 
squeaks and chattering which can be mistaken for those of the Rufous 
Babbler which inhabits the same jungles. Such flocks are often accompanied 
by one or tw-o jungle squirrels, 

FOOD. Chi^y insects. 

\oicx and calls. Breaks out constantly into a harsh chattering vrhich 
is taken up in turn by all the members of the troop; this chattering is usuMly 
finished up with a hurried sort of scream (Leggc). Also a flow of squeaks 
and chattcrings while wor ldn g through the undergr ow th. 

BSECDiNO. Unknown. Sccscn, appears to be between March and July 
(fuB-fiedged nestlings seen in April and August). jVwt, described by native 
woodmen as a large cup placed in bushes. Egss, said to be dark blue, 3 or 
4 to the clutch. 

Mcsecm DiACNOsa. See Field Characters. Young as adult, but first primary 
soft and bhmt and xectriccs n a rrer w er and printed. 


'AialreajiTpriat-doctbyKjplcy 24: 223, 1946), lisa xpeda is Ctfrt 

ele wri y rdxted tn Gsralsx 
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MEATCEEMENTS 


■VMng 

4 o’ri’ 114-118 

2 9 9 110,116 


BOI 

(from feathers) 
22-24 
22, 23 


BUI from skull 27 mm. Tarsus 36 mm (MD). 
■Weight 1 o' 70 g (SDR). 


Tafl 


100-104 mm 
'95, 105 mm 
(SDR) 


coiouRs or BARE PARTS. Iris pale ^-cllowish white or whitish. Bill black, base 
oflowcr mandible grc>iih or greyish white, bluish brown or bluish grey-brown. 


Garrulax albocularb (Gould) 
Key to the Subspecies 


Bdly more richly coloured, ferruginous G. e. clhogideris 

Belly paler, ochraceous G. <r. trHrfim 


1273. Western Whitethroated T.aughing Thrush. Gcmilcx dbogularis 
wHsllai Baker 

Cemdex elho^dssis ttfdsileri Baker, 1921, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl, 42: 29 (Simla) 
Baker, FBI No. 138, VoL 1: 154 

LOCAL NAMES. Nooc recorded. 

SIZE. M>*na ri-; length c. 28 cm (11 in.). 

FIELD characters. Abotf, oli\*e-brown w*ith tatvny forehea d , black lores 
and e>*c-jim. Outer edge of wing grey. Tail olive-brown, graduated, the 
rcctriccs broadly tipped vrith white (except the central pair) showing up 
as a prominent white terminal band, especially when spread in flight and 
while alighting. Below, throat conspicuously white bordered on breast by 
an olive-brown band. Belly and under tail-covcrts ochraceous. Terminal 
half of tail svhitc. Sexes alike. 

STATCs, DiFTRiBtrnoN and habitat. Resident, common but rather 
locally distributed especially in the w e s t ern part of its range; subject to 
some %'crtical mo%*cincnts. The western Himalayan outer ranges from the 
Indus river cast to Kumaon. From 1800 to 2900 m in summer (up to tree- 
line in Garhwral), and from 1200 to at least 2400 m in winter, rarely or 
occarioaally descending to 450 m in the cold w*eathcr. Affects dense forest 
of oak, fir, deodar; also scrub and light jungle, sometimes coining into 
gardens. 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarioos cvcn in die breeding season; keeps in 
flocks of six to t%%Tlvc birds and in winter up to thirty or more, commonly 
in assodarion with other laughing thrushes, tree pies, jap and Blue Magpies. 
Feeds a good deal on the ground but on the whole keeps more to the trees 
than G. Itbochphxs, searching the crevices of bark, tearing off lumps of cross, 
and slipping away through the branches with rapidity. Sometimes ventures 
into hs^tsted fields, hopping on the ground like a Jungle Babbler, digging 
with its bill for food- Less wary of man than other laughing thrushes. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects; also berries and seeds. 
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voicas and galls. While feeding keeps up a soft, low Uh^ Uh^ ratherlike 
a commortnote of the Black Bulbul and very reminiscent of a dock of tits 
though louder (HW). When alarmed, bursts into an extraordinary series 
of sibilant sque^ and hisses which develop *into choruses of shrill squeaky 
* laughter’ when birds really excited. For renditions see 1274. 

BREEiUNO. Season, March to July. }fest, a cup of coarse grass, bamboo 
leaves, roots, moss, lichen or other znaterial, usually thickly lined with 
rootlets. Placed in a bush, at the top of a sapling or near the extremity of a 
horizontal branch, between one and four metres from the ground, sometimes 
up to six metres. Eggs, normally 3, exceptionally 4, longisb ovals, glossy 
intense blue, deeper than those of most Indian laughing thrushes. Average 
size of 60 eggs 29 X 21*1 mm (Baker), 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from etbogularis (1274) in haWng the upperparts 
paler (more greyish), the ochraceous of imderparts duller, and in being slightly 
larger. 

Young like adult but upperparts tinged ruTescent; flanks paler; olive-brown 
pectoral band less distinct. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing, o’ 9 132 (worn) to 144 mm (Baker). 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

1 9 137 23 43 149 mm 

' (MD) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1274. 


1274. Eastern Whitethroated Langhlng Thmsb. Garrulax alhgularis 
albogularis (Gould) 

Janthocincla albogularis Gould, 1836 (8 April), Proc. Zool. 

Soc. London: 187 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 137, Vol. 1: 153 
Plate 77, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAME. Komam-pho (Lcpdia). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1273, q.v. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBUTroN and HABITAT. Common resident subject to some 
vertical movements. The Himalayas from tvestem Nepal east through 
Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA at least to Shergaon r. 27^*^, 92®15'E, (Whistler, 
IHs 1 941 : 1 72) ,* eastern limit unknown. Also Assam in North Gachar [* Very 
rare everywhere *; recorded twice in the Barail range; nest found (Baker, 
JBNHS 8: 174 and FBI 1: 153)]. From 1800 to 3300 m, descending to 
900 m in winter. Affects dense forest but docs not shun thin and open 
scrubby hillsides, apparently frequenting the latter in winter. 

Extralimiial.. The species extends to southwestern Szechuan, Yunnan 
and northwestern Vietnam; also Formosa. Introduced on Kauai (Hawaii). 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1273. In winter large loose flocks of 
beUveen fifty and a hundred not uncommon. Fond of rummaging on the 
ground amongst bonfire and kitchen ashes on the site of pilgrim and muleteer 
bivouacs. 


6 

VOICE and CALLS. Asin 1273; very noisy. A continual musical chattering 
cMp cMp chip chip; alann quoth, tsxueecee (Fleming). Voice more subdued and 
less harsh than tl^t of G. Uucolophsts, but shriller. 

BKESDiNo. As in 1273. 

Museum Diagnosis. Diffen from tcldsllm (1273) in bring more richly coloured, 
cspedally on'underparts. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tan 

d’d’ 

123-136 

25-30 

4348 

125-141 mm 

99 

122-135 

24-30 

45-48 

125-137 mm 


(BB, Flenuog, SA) 

Wright 17 cJid* 97-114; 7 9 9 78-105 g (GD, SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris duU white to bliiish white. Bill homy blacl; 
mouth yellow. Leg* and feet plumbeous; clavs-s grey; soles yellowish white. 

Garrulax uonileger (Hodgson) 

Key to the Subspecies 


Paler, less richly coloured G. m. mcmleger 

Darker, more saturated with rufous G.tn. badius 


1275. Necklaced Laughing Thrush. Garrulax monilegtr momUger 
(Hodgson) 

Cinelosoma moniUgera Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19:^147 
(Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No, 134 (part), Vol. 1:151 
Plate 76, fig. 11 

LOCAL NA&iEs. As for 1278; Chhotapenga (Bengal). 

SEE. Myna -f ; length* c. 27 cm (II in.). • 

FIELD GHARACrrERS. At first sight confusingly like G. peftoralis (1278) 
from which it may be distinguished by the follo>ving*Lack Of chcck-stripc 
between throat and car-coverts. Necklace much narro^ver on the breast, 
nearly covered by the rufous of the lower throat; chin and throat while 
{G. pectoralis has a buff throat bordered \rith white along the broad black 
necklace). White of belly extends up to the nuchal collar along and below 
the necklace. Shoulders (prfanary-covcrts) olive-brosvn, concolorous with 
upperparts and rest of wing {contra blackish brown in pectoralis'). It is also 
smaller in size with less strong bill, legs and feet, the latter paler coloured 
(yellowish brown as against slate-grey); the bill is entirely dark while in 
pectoralis it is paler at the base of the lower mandible. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident, fairly common except 
in the western part of its range. From west-central Nepal cast tlirough 
Sikkim, Daijeeling, Jalpaiguri district, Bhutan, NEFA to the range of 
G. m. badius, the hills of Assam (except the Palkai Rapge), Nagaland, 
Manipur and East Pakistan in the northeastern hills and the Chittagong 
region; from the edge of the plains to c. 1000 m, locally up to 1400 m. 
Affects thick evergreen and moist-deciduous forest and secondary jungle 
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with undergrowth of rattan brakes etc. Geographical and vertical distribu- 
tion of this species coincides with that of G. pecioralis. 

ExlralimitaL Burma. The spedes extends east to Vietnam, Hainan and 
Anhwei. 

general habits. Highly gregarious. Keeps in flocks outside the breeding 
season, often in company with its larger * double * G. pectoralis or other laugh- 
ing thrushes. Feeds on the ground, turning over dead leaves with much 
rustling and scratching. Behaves exactly as G. pectoralis (1278) with which 
it shares the same ecological niche. Flocks break up at the cad of March. 

FOOD. Insects, snails, small lizards, etc.; also berries, seeds and other 
vegetable matter. 

VOICE and calls. Usually silent and secretive if people are about, but 
once they fancy the danger has passed, utter a noisy chorus of hollow- 
sounding musical whistles (SA). Voice indistinguishable from that of G, 
pectoralis (1278) q.v. 

BREEDING. Seoson, March to July, chiefly April and May. J/est and eggs 
(4 or 5) very similar to those of G. pectoralis; nest placed in identical situa- 
tions. Average size of 1 00 eggs 28*4 x 2 1 • 3 mm (Baker) . Commonly brood- 
parasitized by the cuckoos Clamator jaeobinus, C. coromandus and presumably 
also Cuculus sparverioides. 

Museum Diagnosis. G. iw. badius (1276) is darker, more saturated with rufous. 
For distinguishing from G. pectcralis, see Field Characters. 

Young very similar to.adult but paler. Necklace dusky, underparts less fulvous. 
Distinguished from the young of peetoralis by the olive-brown primary-covcrti 
(o. black). Postjuvenal moult complete. 

MEASXmEMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

O’ri’ 119-132 29-30 41-44 121-132 mn, 

9 9 116-126 — — mm 

(SA, Rand 8c Fleming, Heinrich) 

Weight 5 <P 9 77-91 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Irfs ycIlow, onmge-yellow or reddish yellow, BJU 
dark hom, tip paler. Legs and feet yellowish brown or brownish flesh. 


MtraEUM Diagnosis. Differs from G. m. TnonHsgtr (1275) in bring darker, more 
wtutated with rich rufous/pcrticuiarly on the nuchal collar and on the undoparo. 


MEASUREMENTS 

3 Wing 120-124 mm (SDR). 

OOLOUW or SAim pabt». Iru whithh orange to orango-ycllow. EJl black, bp 

. T . 




Garrulax pectorald (Gould) 


Key to the Subapedea 

Paler, Icsa richly coloured 

Darker, more richly coloured 


,C. p. pectoralis 
,,G.^. ijuianotii 


1277. 


Nepal Bhackgorgetedi Langhlng Thmah. Camilax pHloralii 
' pectoralis (Gould) 

Imt/uxincla ftcloriJii Gould, 1836 (8 April), Proa. Zool. 

Soc. London: 186 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 132 (part). Vol. 1: 150 


Plate 76, fig. 13 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc Tccordcd. 

SIZE- Myna -f-; length c. 29 cm (12 in-) a 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1278, q.V. Nrnal 

STATUS, DlFTRIDUnON and ItAUfTAT. ,*,-r,ndarV 

eastern Nepal, from the edge of the terai up to >65° m. AITecU 
owth, cut-ereer scrub and forests of sal, pine, etc. wth dense undergrowth. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOO'D and VOICE. As in 1278. 

BREEDING. AS in 1278. , , MrtTQk TltU 

AftnzuM DiAONCBn. Paler aad less richly coloured than (12 ). 

ha* ft Crti. fli-ihv vMlow «»e-rim which is absriit in G. memltgtr. 


MEASUREMENTS . . 

Wing, 4 cf 144-149; 4 9 9 139-143 mm (Rand & Fleming). 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS- As in 1278. 


1276. Mishml Necklacod Langhlng Thrash- Garrulax momUger 
badius Ripley 

Centdax rumiligrr (sie) bedius Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61 : 102 
(Tezu, Mishmi Hills, NE. Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 134 (part), Vol. 1 : 151 

LOCAL NAMES- Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. M^tia ; length 27 cm (1 1 in.). 
riELD cHARAcnxRs. As in 1275, q.v. . 

status, DtmuDunoN and rtAurrAT. Common resident. NEFA from 
the Mishm! Hills to the Patkai Range; from the edge of the plains to c. 900 m. 
Affects tropical c\'crgrtcn forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As Ml 1275. 

EREEDINO. As in 1275. 


1278. Ai»am BUckgorgeted Laughing Thmab. Garre/ar/tetow'v 

mtlaaotis Blylh 

Gaidar mrW/irBIyth, 1843, Jour. Ailab Soc. Bengal 12: 949 (Amcan) 
CtmUx McCUUmH^XyA, 1843, Jour. Aaiai. Soc. Bengal 12 : 949 (Au^) 
CcTTulax unpj£talis Btmapartc, 1850, Consp- Gen. Av, 1 : 371 (Aat^) 
CoTTu/ar icniirUi OBilv!e.Grant, 1894, Bull. Erib Om. C5. 3: rare 
(Rungee: (Rang::) Hirer, Sikkim) 

Baker, TOI No. 132 (pari), Vol. 1 : 150 

LOCAL KAjrea. Oh/Aa (Lepeha); (Bhuiia); Preed or /WirfJ (Ddla); 

PddJpeftgJ (Bengain. 

• The BunncK rare nerMWZ,, (llortnud, dOTm ooly In hadn, the trad dpi to the 
un buff instead cf white; the peemnJ gor g et is often io£oo3j7iftr. 
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snx. Myna -f; length c. 29 cm (12 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Al/ffve, olivc-bfown with a rufous nuchal collar 
and white supcrdlium extending to the collar. Shoulder (primary-coverts) 
blackish brovra; outer edge of wing whitish. Tail graduated, the rectri<», 
except central pair, black, broadly tipped with white, showng in flight as 
a broad terminal band. Ear-cove^ varying from striped black and white 
to entirely white or black, bordered above and behind by black, and below 
by a black chin stripe. BelcWy throat mostly buff border^ by white along 
the broad necklace. Centre of belly white, flanks ochraccous. Sexes alike. 

Confusingly rimilar to Nccklaccd laughing Thrush (G. TnordU^er); for 
distinguishing from it sec 1275 Field Characters. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Commoii resident. From Darjeeling, 
Sikkim, and Jalpaiguri district cast through Bhutan and NEFA to the 
Mishmi Hills; the hills of Assam, Nagaland and Manipur, and East Pakistan 
in the northeastern hills and the Chittagong region; from the edge of the 
plains to c. 1200 m, locally up to 1700 m. Affects dense forest, secondary 
growth and bamboo jungle, often bordering cultivation. 

Exlralimxlal. Burma to Arakan and western Yunnan. The species ranges 
cast to Vietnam, Hainan and Anhwei. 

CEKERAL HABITS. Highly gTcgarious; goes about in troops of 10 to 25, 
oAen in association wth G. tnomUger and other lauglung thrushes. To 
cross an open space, the members of a Hock glide one after another (never 
all together xmlcss seared), in a continuous flowing motion. Flight rather 
clumsy and jay-like, yet stronger than of most laughing thrushes. Feeds 
much on the forest floor, proceeding by long hops. On alarm, flics up into 
bushes and mounts into trees, hopping rapidly from branch to branch, 
then gliding off as described. Its ability to disappear into cover \vhen in 
danger is remarkable. The birds often display, in spring and at other times 
as well, hopping about on the ground, flirting and spreading their ^vings, 
bowing and perfonning like circus contortionists, all the while uttering 
loud calls (Baker). 

FOOD. Mostly insects. 

VOICE and calls. Very noisy. Keeps up an incessant querulous con- 
versational squeaking, a nasal week, tveek, week (SA); also described as a 
strange, very human piping to which arc usually added several short high 
whistles. The several individuals simultaneously and confusedly uttering 
these itrange calls sound like an orchestra of mournful piping (Heinrich). 
According to the same observer, its voice is undistinguishable from that' of 
G, momleger, Ako has some harsh, grating calls. 

BREEDING. Scoson, MoTch to August, mainly April to June, Xestj a 
broad, rather shallow but bulky saucer, imtidily and rather loosely put 
together; made mostly of bamboo leaves, with other dead leaves, roots, 
scraps of moss, bracken, etc., bound by weed stems and tendrils, liried 
wth rootlets and fine grass stems. Placed in bushes or small trees, from 
near the ground to about six metres up. Eggs, 3 to 5 (rarely up to 7), 
most often 4, deep blue. Average size of 100 eggs 31*4 X 22 • 7 mm (Baker). 
The incubating bird sits close but is adept in slapping off without giving a 
clear view and hiding in the unde^gTO^vth wth no sign of its presence. 
Commonly brood-parasidzed by Clcmatorcoromandus and Cucultu sparverioides. 


Museum Diagnosis. Differs from G. P- peetoraUs (1277) in bring darka* and 
more richly coloured. 

Young, as adult but paler. Primary-co-erts black wth pale tips. Postjuvenal 
moult complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BQl 

(from dmll) 

Tarsus 

TnU 

d’o’ 

130-152 

32-36 

46^ 

122-144 mm 

99 

130-148 

C.35 

46-49 118-135 mm 

(SA, HIV, SDR, Hrinrich) 


Weight 1 O' 156; 2 V 9 135, 135 g (SDR, SA). 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS- Iris rcddish- or orange-brown; fleshy drcumorbital 
ring chrome yellow. BUI: upper mandible blackish brown, lower mandible basally 
grey, distally brown; ex tr eme bill-tip whitish. Legs and feet slate-grey; claws homy 
whiie- 


Garrulax STRIATUS (Vigors) 
Key to the Sabspeoes 


A A broad black stripe from eyt to nape G. s. ertmbrooki 

B No black stripe 

1 Paler, less olive; larger G. s. strictiu 

2 Darker, more olh'c; smaller .........G. s. vibex 

3 I>arker than 2, more red-brown G. s. sikkimmsis 
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1279. Western Striated Laughing Thrush. Gamilax sitiaius striaius 
(\'igors) 

Oasrulus striatus Vigors, 1831, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 7 
(Himalaya Moimtains, restricted to Naini Tal by Baker, 1920, JBNHS 27: 245) 
Baker. FBI No. 177 (part), Vol, 1 : 184 
Plate 76, tig” Tu 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SEE. Myna -f-; length e. 28 cm (11 in-). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large umbcT-browTi laughing thrush conspicuously 

white-streaked, with a short thick 
hill and loose, mop-like crest. 
Above, crest dark brown, white- 
streaked in front. Back umber- 
brown tsdth fine •white streaks. 
Tail chestnut-brown, tvith mi- 
nute white tips to outer rcctriccs. 
Below, throat and sides of head 
densely streaked. Breast and belly 
brownish grey with paler streaks. 
Sexes alike. 

X e. 1 Distinguished from the species 

virgaftis mainly by its larger size, 
crest, and lack of supercilium. G. lineatus is much smaller ^vith dusky streaks. 
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TIMALIINAE 


STATUS, DisrBiBtrnoN and habitat. Resident, locally common, subject 
to vertical movements. The western Himalayas from Kulu and Mandi to 


Corrulox str/otus 



G^hwal; from 1200 to 2700 m, mostly betss'cen 2000 and 2700 m in summer. 

ects dense forest and better-wooded nullahs and xavines: local in its 
choice of habitat, 

^ c^'ERAL HABITS, hforc arboreal than most laughing thrushes, feeding 
m the canopy* of tall trees as v-xll as in undergrowth and lo'wer branches, 
Keeps m pairs in the breeding season, otherwise in small noisy parties of 
fivu to eight birds — -sometimes singly — frequently in associatioa with 
other laughing thrushes and trees pies; rather paroclual, frequenting the 
*2iM^tch of forest day after day. Often found at fruiting tr e es in company 
With bulbuls, barbets fruit pigeons. 

Insects, berries and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. A variety of loud, discordant cackling notes resembling 
those a domestic fowl that has laid an egg, and sometimes a haish un- 
EQuncal chorus of chattering laughter. A lively, rich whistling call rendered 
^ L eft-white (Frome), svhich usually betrays the presence 

* loug way off. A frequent call-note is a double whistle 
mutated (Stanford). Alarm, a harsh Other calls, 

doubtless \'ariant3 of above, under 1281. 

BREEDiNa. Sensvn, April to July, mostly May and June, AVrf, a broad, 
shallow cap strongly made of coarse grass, twigs, rootlets, dead leaves, 
moss or green ferns, and lined with rootlets. Placed in a sapling or among 


climbers, from one to six metres above the ground. Eggs, almost invariably 
2, pale blue. Average size of 35 eggs 33*3 X 23*3 mm (Baker), Brood- 
parasidzed by ClamatOT cororeurndm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from vihtx (1280) in bring paler, less olive. 

Y oung, like adult but streaks on underparts not so sharp. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

<P9 145-165 27-28 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1280. 


Tail 

139-148 mm 
(SDR, CBT) 


J 

1280. Nepal Striated Laughing Thrush, Canulax striatus vibex Ripley 
CanvUre striatus vibex Ripley, 1950, Proc. Biol. Soc, Washington 63: 103 
(Godavari, (Central Valley, Nepal) ^ 

Baker, FBI No. 177 (part). Vol. I: 184 
LOCAL NAME. Bhiokwa (Pahari, all laughing thrushes). 

SIZE. Myna +; length c. 28 cm (11 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1279; see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DCTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to some 
vertical movements. The central Himalay’as from eastern Kumaon to 
eastern Nepal; from c. 1500 to 2700 m descending to c. 1000 m in \%Tnter. 
Affects dense forest and thickets. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1279. 

BREEDtNC. As in 1279. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from striatus by smaller sire and generally darker 
more olive-tinted upper surface and flanks. From siikir'.snsis it differs by being 
disdnctly lighter, less red-broviTi, particularly on the back and lower parts, the 
dark edging to the median streaks noticeably darker. 

MEASURE'UENTS 

wing BUI Tarsus Ta3 

(from skull) 

o’d’ 138-151 26-30 f- 42 128-138 mm 

9 9 132-142 27-30 f. 42 126-139 mm 

(BB, SDR, Rand & Fleming) 

Wrigbt 5 o’er 126-148; 1 9 138 g (GD), 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris bitrwTjhh pink to dull btid:-rcd with a th'm 
yrilow inner ring, BUI dark homy, paler on base of lower mandible. Legs and feet 
pale slate; daws homy; soles yellowish grey. 

Plate 73, fig. 4 


1281. Silcfcim Striated Lauglung Thrush. Gemdax striatus sikkirzerMS 
(llcehunt) 

Crerzxizisptla sirisia xSii'wir Ticchursl, 1924, 

BuIL Brit. Om. Q, 44: 104 (Sikkim) 

' Baker, FBI No. 177 (part), Vob 1 : 184 

LOCAL KAME3. Ses:ti:k’fho (Lcpcha); Kep i srr . (Bhutea). 

SIZE. Myna -f; length e. 28 cm (I I in.). 
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field CHARACTERa. As in 1279; see Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to some 
vertical movements. Eastern Nepal from the Arun Kosi river to eastern 
Bhutan. Breeds between 1500 and 2700 m, optimum zone 1800-2400 mj^ 
in winter descends to c. 750 m in Sikkim^iind to the foothills of Bhutan. 
Recorded also as high as 2700 m in winter. Affects dense rain-forest with 
heavy imdcrgro^vth; also secondary and scrub jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1279. 

VOICE and calls. As in 1279. Flocks keep up a sharp conversational 
squealing, reminiscent of the Pariah Kite’s {Milmis ndgrans). Song, recorded 
in Sikkim and Bhutan — doubtless variants of those under 1279 — a loud 
rich musical whistle uttered wiA shaggy crest erected O-wUlyou-willyou- 
wit sometimes ending wth ivit~witoo, T^vo common variants of this arc 
wh^ou-you-ivitoo and wMte to greelyou (accent on greet). These phrases repeated 
unvaryingly every 3 to 5 seconds for many minutes from the same stance. 
Another call is rather reminiscent of the * brain fever * call of hawk-cuckoo, 
iiwo-wo (first xvo loudest) repeated singly at intervals, not in runs or crescendo. 

BREEDING. As in 1279. Eggs said to be more pointed than those of the 
western races. Average size of 16 eggs 33*1 X 22*7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from vihex in being darker, more red-brown. 

|£EA5URE»fENTS 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

126-152 23-30 

(mostly 130-142) 

(SA, SDR, GBT, Stresemann) 

Weight I (Ji 92; 3 9 9 99-106 g (SA). 

colours of bare parts. Iris reddish brown (the iris of one specimen examined 
immediately after death was pinkish biscuit colour; two hours later brownish scarlet. 
SA). Bill blackish brown. Legs and feet plumbeous; claivs homy brown. 

# 

1282. Assam Striated I^nghiog Thrash. Garrulax striatus cranbrooki 
(Kinnear) 

Grammatoptila striata cranbrooki Kinnear, 1932, Bull. 

Brit. Om. Cl. 53 : 79 (Adung Valley, Burma) 

Garrulax striatus brahmaputra Hachisuka, 1953, Auk 70: 92. 

New name for Grammatoptila austeni Oates, preoccupied. 

Grammatoptila austeni Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. India, Birds 1: 104 (Dafia and Naga 
HiUs, Assam). Not TroehalopUron Austeni Godwin-Austen, 1870 
Garrulax ausUni austeni (Godwin-Austen) 

Baker, FBI No. 178, Vol. 1: 185 

LOCAL NAME. Doopa (Cachari). 

size. Myna -f- ; length c, 28 cm (I I in.). 

FIELD characters. As itt 1279 but wth a broad black stripe on side of 
crest from eye to nape, and no shaft-streaks on crown. 

* A remarkable disproportion in the sexes has been noted. Of 14 specimens collected in 
Sikkim and Bhutan between January aod April in different yean, 13 birds in a row proved 
to be female, only the last being a male t It is difficult to accept this as mere coincidence (SA). 


14 TIMALIINAE 

• STATUS, “DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. From eastern 
Bhutan through NEFA to the Mishmi Hills, and Assam in the Khasi and 
Cachar hills, Nagaland and Manipur (?) ; from e. 1400 to at least 2400 m. 
reaching the foothills in winter (600 m in NEFA). Affects deep forest 
great trees -with plenty of undergrowth. 

' Exiralimital.’ The Chin Hills of Burma.' 

GENERAL HABITS, POOD and VOICE. As in 1279, q.v. 

\ BREEDiNO. Season, April to August, chiefly May and June. Xest as in 

1279. Eggs, 2 or 3, pale blue. Average size of 34 eggs 31-5 X 23-5 mm 
(Baker). Both sexes share, at least, incubation. 

Musstm Diagnosis. See Field Characten. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

134-149 29-31 120-129 mm 

9 9 133-143 C. 31 127-130 mm 

(Kinncai; SDR, inV) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Irfs reddish brown. Bill blackish brown. Legs and 
feet greyish brown ; soles yellowish. 

Garrulax leucolophus (Hardwickc) 

Key to the Subspecies 


Abdomen paler, pectoral belt rufous G.l. leunhphus 

Abdomen darker, pectoral belt chestnut .G. I, paikmais 


1283. Himalayan Whitecrested Langhing Thrash. Garrulax 

leucolophus leucolophus (H?-rd\vickc) 

Conus leucolophus Hardwickc, 1815, Trans: Linn. Soc. 
london 1 1 : 208, pi. 15 (Mts above Hardwar) 

Baker, FBI No. 128 (part), Vol. 1: 146 
Plate 77 ', fig. !6 

LOCAL NAMES. Rawtl-kohy (Hindi); Karrio-pho (Lcpcha); Kema-goka (Bhutca); 
Puhu (Mishmi). 

SIZE. Myna -f; length f. 28 cm (11 iru). 

FIELD CHARACTERS- An unmistakable large oUve-brown laughing thrush 
■with a white crested head, throat and breast and prominent black c>e- 
mask. 

Above, crown and crest white becoming slightly ashy on nape. A biwd 
eye-stripe from lores to ear-coverts jet black. A rufous collar blending into 
the oHve-brown back. Tail blackish. Below, throat, sides of neck and breast 
white bordered by a rufous band joining the nuchal collar. Belly olive- 
brown. Sexes alike. . 


Tarsm Tail 

39-47 ■ 121-137 mm 


BABBLERS !5 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Common resident. The Himalayas 
from Chamba cast through Nepal, Sikkim, N, Bengal (Jalpaiguri district), 
Bhutan and NEFA to the Mishmi Hills; from the duars and foothills to 
1700 m, locally (Sikkim) up to 2100 m, extending to adjacent plains in .the 
eastern half of its range (cast of Nepal). Optimum breeding zone 600 to 
1 500 m. Observed at 1 700 m in winter; there may be some downward move- 
ment in the cold season. Affects forest with dense undergrowth and secondary 
scrub and bamboo jungle — especially broken foothills country with wooded 
ravines and bordering terraced cultivation. 



GENERAL HABITS. A vcry noisy species, gregarious at all seasons, keeping 
in flocks of six to twelve, sometimes up to forty individuals; often accom- 
panied' by other laughing thrushes, tree pies, Green Magpies and occa- 
sionally Red Junglcfowl. Feeds mostly on the ground, turning over and 
flicking aside dead leaves, uttering soft single contact chuckles continuously. 
Shy as a rule .but may also be very inquisitive. Very boisterous wlien dis- 
turbed, exploding into choruses of loud cackling * laughter *, The flocks 
move about in scattered follow-my-lcader style from tree to tree, three or 
four birds sometimes perching huddled up affectionately on a twig for a 
brief moment. On the ground they progress in long bouncing or volplaning 
hops. Like its white-throated congener (1274) often seen rummaging for 
scraps among wood ashes on the site of pilgrims* or muletccn* bivouacs, 

FOOD. Chiefly insects, berries and seeds; also small reptiles and flower- 
nectar. Larger items held imder foot and tom with bill or hacked by vigorous 
hammer blow's of the bill. 

VOICE and calls. One of the noisiest birds, always calling one another 
with a variety of notes, bursting out every now and again into a cacophony 
of cackling ^oruses * in which each member tries to outshout the rest * 
(Baker). One bird leads Tvith a loud, pleasant pick or pick-wo and the whole 
flock chimes in Tvith a tumult of discordant cackling; throughout the per- 
formance the leader beats time with his pick-wo refrain at regular intervals, 
bill raised sk^nvard and his half-drooped wings fluttering — as if conducting 
an orchestra! (SA). On the ground these outbursts arc often accompanied 
by dancing, posturing and flapping of wings by the entire company. In the 
distance the cbmour sounds not unlike the yelping of a pack of hounds in 
full crp It lias also been aptly rendered by one observer (Zafar Fulchally) 
as Ri-rirl,mAjigio, marigio, mSrlgio, etc. (= ‘I am dead* or ‘Help! murderl’ 

Wn. end of March to September. Mmtly April to June. 
E'est, a large but shallow cup roughly made of grass, bamboo leaves, roots. 


TIMALIINAE 

KS or other material, loosely bound with creepin and tendrils, and lined 
th rooUets. Generally placed in shrubs within rca^ oft^he 
y, dense jungle, sometimes as high as six 
white with Lnumerable tiny pits over the 
30 eggs 29-2 X 23-5 mm (Baker). Both 

riod f^ut 14 days. Frequently brood-parasmzed by the euckoos Cla 

•tor Jacobinus and C. coromandus. , 

Mu 4 u« Diacnosu. Differ, from JaUriru. in bebg paler; nuchal eollar and 

fused with dull vinaceous brown. Bostjuvenal moult complete. 

KmASVREUEHTS 


O’ o’ 

9 9 


Wing 

124-136 

129-138 


Bill 

(from skull) 
28-30 
27-30 


Tamil 


Tail 


4548 125 - 13 ' '™’ 

4549 125-135 mm 
(DB, SA, Rand & Fleming) 


tJi? 130-140 (SDR) 

right 3 cf’O’ 123-129; 5 9 9 119-123 g (GD, SA). 

loom or BARE PARTS. Iris reddish brown; or i ycllowoh 

black. Leg, and feet dull black or plumbcom; claw, dark homy, mic ) 


284. ABBam Whitecrested LangUng Thru.b. Cemr/ar /rarolg?^ 
patkdaa Reichenow 

Garrulax patkaieui Rrichenow, 1913, Jour. f. Om. 61 . 557 
(Patkai Mountain,, Upper R“rma) 

Garrulax Uucahphus hardurUMiTiachunt, 19.6, Bo 

BriL Om. CL 46: 113 (Naga Hilb) 

Baker, FBI No. 128 (part), Vol. 1: 146 
LOCAL HAS03. Jfasa-dhaapuUht [Maum); Daa-JIaalu (Cachari): (Nags)- 

nzE. Myna +; length f. 20 cm (II in.). 

rmuj CHARACTERS. As in 1283; see Museum Di ‘ of 

iTATUs, DBniBitmoN and iiAurrAT. (>mmon res , (lilb 

lam, Nagaland and Manipur, and ^t Parian m [goo m, most 

i the Clrittagong region; from the 

nmon between 400 and 800 m. AfTccts deep roresl, dense secon ry gm 
abandoned cultivation and, less ofiim. ^ Thaitad, 

Zibalirrulal. Northern and western Burma. Other races m 
: Indochinese countries and western Sumatra. 

3ENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1283. 

:™°DlAr^o^. ’ Differ, from die rmm.-„.. race (.283) In being d^'er. 
eriaUy on belly; nuchal collar and pectoral bell 
tzAiuaxuam and coloom or bare bartt. A, in 1283. 

Vright ri ’ 9 104-130 g (SDR). 
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1285. Chcstnatbacked Laughing Thrush. Ganulax chixiaw nuckatis- 
Godwin-Austen 


1286. Yellowthroated Laughing Thrush. Gcmilax galhanm 
galbamts Godwn-Aiutcn 


Gamlax michalis Gkxiwm-Axnten, 1876, Attn, Mag. Nat. Hist. 18: 411 
(Khasi-Naga Hills, North Bengal) 

Baicr, FBI No. 121, Vol. 1 : 140 
"plate 7~7, fig. lO 

LOCAi. NAME. PflJt-fAWcta (Trans-Dikku Naga). 

SIZE. Myna; length c, 23 cm (9 in.). 

riEU) cHAitACTERS. Abov€j forchcad, lores, eyc-rim and a short stripe 
behind eye black. Ear-coverts and sides of neck white. Crown slaty ^vith a 
few small white feathers in front, A broad rufous-chestnut nuchal collar. 
Rest of lipperparts olivc-broivn, the outer edge of tving light grey and the 
tip of tail black. BeloWt chin and throat black. Breast pale grey. Belly oUve- 
broivn. Sexes alike. 

The large white cheek-patch in combination with the black throat and 
rufous collar identifies this species, 

STATUS, DBTRnnmoN and habitat. Resident, locally common. Prom 
the Mishmi Hills south through East Lakhimpur, the Patkai Range, Naga- 
land, east Manipur; from the base of the h^ to c, 900 m. Affects thick 
scrub jungle on broken ground, and ro<ky scrub-clad raidnes; also lugh 
grass. 

ExtralimiUtl. Extends to northern Burma. The species ranges east to 
Vietnam, Hainan and Kwangtung. 

CENERAL HABITS. Kccps in Small parties sometimes in company srith 
other laughing thrushes, feeding on the ground in thick scrub, caci bird 
every now and then clambering up to the top of a bush and urtering loud 
rallf and soon joined in chorus by the others. 

FOOD. Insects (ants etc.) recorded. Presumably also berries and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. An unmistakable chirr when alarmed; a rich, loud 
wlustling song of four or five notes which at once attracts attention (Smy- 
thies)^ Call-note, a soft chip (Stanford). 

BREEDCt’O, Season, March to July, mostly Nlay and June. Pfest, a neat 
and compact cup of bracken with an inner layer of dead leaves and broad 
grass-blades, lined with moss, rootlets and fibres. Placed in dense-foliaged 
bushes within a metre or so from the ground. Eggs, 3 sometimes 2, very pale 
blue (an abnormal clutch of ^vhitc eggs has been taken). Average size of 
40 eggs 28*5 X 20 *7 mm (Baker). Both birds incubate. Sits very close, 
but slips away quietly into the low jungle when approached, uttering a 
low chuckle as it disappears. 

Museum Diacnosb. G, propxnqtms of southern Burma (Vol. 6, plate 72) lacks 
the rufous collar. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d’9 106-117 26-27 c.40 106-115 mm 

(H\V, Baker) 

COLOURS o? BARE PARTS. Iris blood-ccd to brick red; orbital skin grey. Bill 
black. Legs and feet pale fleshy or fleshy grey. 


Germlax gelboKiS Godwin-Austen, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc. 

London: 44, pi. 10 (Manipur Valley, NE. Bengal) 

Gamdax galban^ galhenatns Koch, 1954, Contrib. Inst. 

Regional Exploration, No, 1 : 2 (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills) 

Baker. FBINo. 127, Vol. I: 107 
Plate 77, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE. Myna; length e. 23 cm (9 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A striking-Iooking laughing thrush with a black 
face and chin and yellow underparts. Above, cro^vn and nape ashy-brown 
with a thin whitish supcrdlium; rest of head black. Remainder of upper- 
parts ochraccous brown. Outer rectrices with broad white tips preened 
by black. Below, chin black. Rest of imderparts pale yellow, >s’ashed with 
oUve on flanks. Under tail-coverts white. Sexes alike. 

* In flight, the white of the rectrices and the under tail-covcrts make it 
very conspidious. 

STATUS, ntsvBXBvnoii and habitat. Resident, locaEy common. Nagaland, 
Manipur, Assam in the Caebar and Mizo (Lushai) hills, and East Pakistan 
in the Chittagong region; from c. 600 to 1800 m. Affects open jungle, tall 
grass intermixed ^vith trees and shrubs and outskirts of dense evergreen 
forest. 

ExtralimUal. 'Phe Chin Hills of Burma, Another race in northeastetn 
Kiangsi. 

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps in pairs or small parties of up to six individuals, 
sometimes in larger flocks (*50-B0' — Hume), often in association with 
G. rufcollis. Feeds on the ground; always on the move in follow-my-lcadcr. 
style through the long grass; when flushed flies up into trees and threads 
its way through the branches. 

FOOD, Chiefly insects; also small seeds. 

VOICE and calls. A feeble' chirping call frequently uttered. 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to June, Pfesl, a cup roughly made of grass stems, 
bamboo leaves, creepers and fine tNvigs, lined ivith y^ow grass-seed stems 
or rootlets; the yellow lining seems to be a distinguishing feature. Placed 
in the fork of a bush benveeu 30 cm and 3 m above the ground. Eggs, normal- 
ly 3, someiimes 2, exceptionally 4, white or * occasionally very' pale blue *. 
Average size of 80 eggs 25*8 X 18*6 mm (Baker). 

MusExnt Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

MEASUREMENTS s 

Wing Bin Tarsus Tail 

(from fcathert) 

(p9 92-96 20-22 c. 35 r. 105-U0 mm 

(Baker) 

Weight 2 56, 57; 1 9 55 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTL Iris pinkish bfown to reddish brown; orbital ikin 
blue. Bill black. Legs and feet blackisb grey. 
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Garrulax delesserti (Jerdon) 

Key to the Subspecies 


All rectrices blaclush brown deluserd 

Four outer rectrices rufous .(7. d. guleris 


1287, Wynaad lAuglung Thrush. Gatnilax delesserti delesserti (Jerdon) 

Cratmpxu delesserti }cx^oo, 1839 (Oct.), Madras Jour, 
lit. Sd. 10: 256 (WjTiaad, S. India) 

Baker, FBI No. 131, Vol. 1: 149 
Plate 77, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Pabmgon kili (Malayalam) ; Pm kuruui (Tamil) . 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD characters. An unercsted laughing thrush, chiefly chestnut- 
brown above, ashy and chestnut below. Crown and nape bro%vnish slate. 
Lores, eye-rim and car-coverts black. Bill mostly yellow. Back chestnut- 
orown. Tail blackish broiivn. Below, throat >vhitc; breast ashy grey. Lower 
bcUy and under tail-covcrts rufous. Legs dusky yellow. Sexes alike. 

^^ATus, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Resident, locally common. Range 
d^unct from that of the subspecies guiaris of northeastern Iridia: the hills 
of south^s'cst India from Goa and Bclgaum south through western Mysore, 


Cerrufox deleutrtl 



Kerala and westem Tamil Nadu; from the base of the hills to the highest 
cltsutioas. Affects humid rain forest with dense und er growth of Strobil^dhes, 
thorny cane-brakes and cardamom sholas. 
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GENERAL HABITS, Vcry gregarious. Keeps in flocks of six to fifteen and 
sometimes up to forty or fifty individuals. Feeds mostly on the ground, 
rummagmg among the mulch, turning over or flicking aside dead leaves, 
and occasionally ascending small trees. A half-dozen birds may often be 
seen huddled affectionately on the same branch, preening each other. 
A great skulker; scuttles into cover on the least dbturbance, the birds hopping 
s\vxftly from bush to bush, uttering a chorus of squeaky shrieks as they 
disappear. 

FOOD. Mostly insects; also berries and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Characteristic shrill chattering and cackling of the 
genus, starting with one individual, followed one after another by the rest 
of the flock till it finally ends up in a chorus of loud, discordant * laughter * 
(SA). Also an occasional low harsh churring and a call-note similar to the 
cfdrp of a fledgling thrush. Voice very similar to that of Turdoides svbrufus, 
1260 (La Personne). 

BREEDING. Scoson, fll-defincd; mostly during the monsoon: April to 
August in Kerala, July to September in Kanara. There is also evidence of 
breeding in December, February and March. a bulks', untidy semi- 
domed cup of twigs, creepers and roots, lined with rootlets. Placed in bushes, 
saplings or Slrobilanihes plants, within a couple of metres from the ground. 
Eggs, 3 or sometimes 4, rarely more, white. Average size of 50 eggs 27*5 X 
21*3 mm (Baker). 

Museoi Diagnosis, Differs from pilaris in having the crown and nape darker, 
the feathers of the forchcad tipped with black. Back a darker chestnut-brown; 
tail darker with the under surface blackish brown, not rufous. Underparts white, not 
ydlow; leas grey on breast. 

Juvenile and first-winter birds similar to adult but slightly duller above; 
coverts and edges of wings not so deep chestnut; showing the normal dlfTercnccs 
of the subfamily Tiroaliinae, namely the possession of a soft blunt first primary and 
narrow, pointed rectrices, Postjuvenal moult complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\Mng BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

ertP 100-113 30-31 C.39 97-107 mm 

9 9 108-113 C.3I — I01-I06 mm 

{SA) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS- Adult: Iro scarlet or 'maroon-brown*. Gape and 
upper mandible dark homy brown, lower mandible pale yellowish flesh; palate 
^•ellow, gullet pink. Legs, feet and claws pinkish flesh with grey tinge. Juvenile 
and immature : Iris pale pinkish buff. E)*e-rim bright ydlow, orbital skin paler 
yellow. Bill: upper mandible homy brown except tip, nostrils, lores and a spot 
on culmen near fordiead, which are ydlow; gape and lower mandible bright yellow. 
Legs and feet duslcy ydlow, daws paler. 

One specimen (age?): Iris brownish orange. A hare post-orbital patch bluish 
slate. Bill: upper mandible hemy brown, lower pale yellow or cream. Legs and 
feet dirty browtihh grey; claws creamy white. 
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1288. YeHowbreasted LaogWog Thnuh. GamiUa dikssirH ndmij 
(McClelland) 


lanlhomcla guhtris Mcddland, 1839 (1840), 

(Oct. 22, 1839 = March 1840), Proc. Zool. Sm. London : 159 (Assam) 

Gandax gidam grader Kock, 1954, ContriU. Inst. 

Regional Esploradon, No. 1; 2 (Sangau, Lushai Hills) 

Baher. FBI No. 136. Vol . 1: 152 
Place 77 , fig. 7 

LOCAi. NAMES. None recorded. ^ 

SIZE. Myna; length c, 23 cm, (9 id.). 

mu> CHARACTERS. As in 1287 but white of imderparts replaced by 
yellow, the four outer rectrices rufous and the biU entirely black. Seen 
from bcIo^v, the tad is rufous, not blackish. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. The 
Himalayan foothills of eastern Bhutan and NEFA (mostly confined to the 
base of the hills), the hills of Assam, Nagaland and Manipur, and East Pakistan 
in the norAeastem hills and the Chittagong region; from e. 1000 to 1800 m. 
Affects thick evergreen undergrowth, dense secondary gro^vth,. less often 
bamboo and scrub jungle. ^ 

Extralimitcl, Northern Burma and northern Laos. Range widely digunct 
from that of the nominate race (southwest India). 

CBNERAi. HABITS and FOOD. As in 1287, q.v. 

VOICE and calls, A loud, rather sweet whistle in addition to the usual 
cackling notes of its kind (Baker). 

BREEDDfc. SeasoTiy April to July, mostly May. Nest as in 1287. Eggs, 
generally 3, sometimes 2, white or pale blue. Average size of 100 evw 
29-2 X 20-5 mm (Baker). ^ 

Mussuif ^lAGNbSB. DiiJcrs from deUsserti in having the back olive-brown 
ting^ with rufous instead of chestnut-brown. Crown and nape slate grey. Tail 
less bladdsh above, rufous below, the four outer rectriccs being rufous. Sides of 
breast a darker grey. White of underparts replaced by primrose yellow in fresh 
specimens. This colour however &des rapidly in museum skins and becomes white. 
The resemblance between the two forms then becomes so striking that they ruay 
csauaSlY be confused. However, wing in gularis usually tmdtr 100 mm, in dtUsxer^ 
usually loo mm or over. 

Young, like adult but wings richer in colour; ashy grey of breast mixed with 
rusty; crown black fringed at base wih rufous, 

HBASUREHENTS 


Wing 

d' 9 95^104 

Wright 1 d* 92 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, 
orange. 


BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

29-32 3M2 90-94 mm 

(Baker, MD, SA) 

Iris reddish brown. Bill black. Legs and feet yriJovrish 


Garrulax variegatus iyigon) 


Key to the Sabspecies 


Edges of primaries grey G,v. similis 

Edges of primaries yellow .G. r. verugetus 


1289. WMtern V«rieg»ttd LangUns Tir«.k. Gmidax tamrrdu 
- stmtiis (Hume) * 

Trockdaftma simUt Hume, 1871, Ibis: 408 (P&r Nonhwat . cnrii) 

Baler, FBI No. 163, VoL 1 : 174 
LOCAL HAKES, Ntmc reooxdcd, 

SEE. Myna ±; length c. 24 cm (10 in.). 

nEU> CHanACiEm. Aboce, forehead tawny; lores bhet Crown, na« 
and ear-coverta dark grey with a short white streak behind eye. Back, mmp 
and upper tail^mverts olive-brown. Wings silvery grey with a black and a 
rufous shoulder-patch and a larger black patch on centre of wing; jecoad- 
ancs bladdsh tipped wth white. black, distally grey with white tip 
the latter colour more in evidence when tail is spread. Belaw, chin and centre 
of throat black, broadly bordered with buff. Breast and flanks pale oCrc 
brown. Lower belly and imder tail-coverts rufous. Seres alike. 

The black and grey pattern of wing and tail, whitish cheeks and black 
band down centre of throat identify this species. 

STATUS, nisnuBunoN and HABITAT. Ckimmon resident, subject to vertial 
movements. The western Himalayas from Kohat, Chitral and GUp't cast 
through the mountains of northern West Pakistan, the outer xaiigts of 
Kashmir to Lahul and Chamba, meeting the nominate race in Saraj. In 
Kangra both subspecies may be seen on the same ground in winter, soTne- 
times in the same Bock. Breeds benvecn 1800 and 3300 m, mostly abore 
2400 m. Found in winter from 1200 to at least 2100 m. According to Fulton 


Gomilox varleg otus and G. cineroceut 



G, e. einerficm (ispi)* 
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(JBNHS 16: 47), it is common in Chitral * throughout the year up to 1800 m*. 
Affects open forest of fir and birch with dense rhododendron and ringal 
bamboo growth, patches of Viburnum at the forest edges as well as various 
types of dense jungle, especially in winter. Occasionally enters gardens, 
^is adapted itself to open willow groves in the Chandra and Bhaga valleys 
in. Lahul, Himachal Pradesh (Alexander, H. G., 1951, JBNHS 49: 609). 

GENERAL HABITS. A gTcat skulkcf. Kccps in pairs during the bree^g 
season, otherwise in flocks up to twenty or more. Feeds among bushes but 
often ascends trees, hopping energetically from branch to branch dose to 
the trunk, diving into cover on alarm. Flight weak, interspersed with short 
sailings, tail spread wide. 

FOOD. Insects, berries and fhilts. 

VOICE and calls. Ixiud musical whistles rendered as u’eel-a-icrer or 
weet^a‘W 0 (hWeery far-reaching and unmistakable (Bates) ; also transcribed as 
zdf{p-diu‘Umuh and dio-pi-mah (i pronounced as ee) often well represented 
by the words chofy william * which is immediately taken up by hidden 
accomphees in the bushes around * (Magrath). In the non-breeding season, 
when in flocks, often call Tvith a pu^xveer similar to that of the Streaked 
Laughing Thrush but louder and dearer; svhen alarmed, utters subdued 
muttering and squealing notes which sound like a nestful of young chicks 
clamouring for food (Bates). 

BREEDiNO. April to August, chiefly May and June. a large 

and somewhat untidy cup of grass with some strips of birch bark, leaves or 
moss, lined ivith rootlets, finer grass or pine needles. Usually placed in 
bushes, about one metre off the ground, sometimes in the fork of a small tree 
up to six metres or so. normally 3, sometimes 2, rarely 4, blue or blue- 
green profusely blotched and spotted, especially near the large end, with 
liver-brown, red-brown, dark brown or broivnish black. Average size of 
60 eggs 27- fi X 21 mm (Baker). Both sexes incubate. Somedmes brood- 
parasitized by Indian Cuckoo [Cttailus rmeuptmu, 576). 

Museum UiACHOsn. Differs from nominate variegatus (1290) in haring the 
outer webs of wiog-fcath’crs grey and the yellow on tail replaced by grey. 

heasurekehts. As in 1290. 

Wright 10 ri’ 9 (Apr.-May) 59-72 (av. 64*5) g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irfs pcridot-gTCcn (MrincTtzhagcn). Bill black. Legs 
and feet flcsh-colour. 


1290. Eaifem Variegated tmnghlng Thrxzah. Gerrulax rariegabu 
vanegatus (Vigors) 

Caabsma varirgatm Vigor., 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. If ndon^ 56 
UimIivm .= SitnU-Almora Mca, according to Ticthunt feWhute, 1924, Ibii:471) 
’ Baker, FBI No. 162, Vol. 1 : 173 

PUte 77, fig. 13 

uoCAi. KAKE. Ganza (Nepal). t ' \ 

^ M bu° ^ of wmg. and tail repbe^by 

cheefa, black band down centre of throat, yj^ow 
:"Xgs ITd i w^erpart. are leading pointer.. Sexe abke. 


24 TIMALIINAE 

vrATUs, DBTiuBUTioN and HABITAT. Common mident, subject to \-^cal 
movements. From the Kareri Lake betw’cen Dhannsala and Dalhoune 
(c. re-E.) east to central Nepal. One of the highest altitude laughing 
ihnishcs; breeds from' 2100 m to 3300 m on the Duala Dhar and aroiind 
Simla, generally above 2400 in Garhwai, and ^ 

[4)00 m) in Nepal. From October to March, usually Wow 2100_ro, doiro 
[o 1000 m but also recorded as high as 2700 m at «»>“ 

Affects forests of oak, fir or birch with dense undergrowth of rh^otodiw 

and other bushes, or dwarf rhododendron patchw 

In winter frequents steep hillsides with dense nngal m , 

TOOD and voice. As in 12B9. Shrill musical whirtle, 
>*ti'/ne^'ou or pit/f-wlde as contact calls (SA). 

BREEDINO. As m 1289. . r. 1 • « 

Museum Diaonods. For details of plumage sec “** 

xlgings of primaries and of rcctnca very variable. Typical y rtridUh 

JyiTs from golden to orange and even olivcyellow, but specimens with rtdduh 

jnmge, orange-brown and pink have been recorded. hfbm 

Young. aduU version of the adult, a Uttlc darker above and le« bnght bel<m. 

measurements 



Wing 

Bill 



(from skull) 

eftf 

101-109 

c. 23 

99 

98-103 

(from feathers) 

d’9 

I02-II2 

e.20 


Tarsus 


TaU 


38 

— mm 

(R»nd h Fleming, MD) 


f.33 


1 . 130 mm 
(Baler) 


Weight 2 otep 67, 69 g (GD). . .. v„,™_ni!e 

COIOOEJ or BARE PART.. IriJ pale yellow-green, brown, IRW »i (Himse) 

iBowWi brown. Bffl black. Leg. and feet pale redd^ 

In. pale ytHow. BUI dark brown, yellowiih at ba.e of lower mandible. Leg. 

ct pale brovra (H\V). 

1291. Ashy Imuglilng Tbrarib. Gamlax artaractra thatanas 
(Godwin-Austen) 

TrodudepUrm cuuraeeam Godwin-AuJtcn, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc. London. 
(Manipur Valley, NE. BengJ) 

Baker. FBI No. 141, Vol. 1: 156 
PUte 77, fig. 4 

LOCAI. HASor. txhtt (Angami Naga). 

CZE. Myna; length a. 22 cm (9 in.). r „ black. 

nElD CHARACTEM. Atcat, forehead and centre and 

ms, orbital area and ear-eoverre whitiih. A abort 
ack inousUchial stripe breaking into ihort »tre^ on « , , 

■ crown and back uSber-brown; tail ^uatri. 

ack subtcnninal band and tipped with white, ospto y heaii 
hen taH is spread. Wing edged with mhy, the retcnd.nes with broad 
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suLtcrminal black band tipped with a thin white crescent. Beloxv^ throat 
bulBsh with ehort daric streaks. Breast pinkish grc>'. Belly and under tail- 
ajvcrts tawny«oIivc. Sexes alike. 

The white crescents on black wing-tip and streaked throat in conjunction 
with the white tips of tail identify this species. 

sTATxn, DTSTWBunoN and habitat. Common resident, subject to seasonal 
vertical movements. Assam in the Cachar hills, Nagaland and hlanipur 
(see map, p. 22). Breeds from 1500 m up\s*ards, generally above 1800 m. 
Tytler Baker) foxmd it breeding between 2100 and 2400 m near Kohima 
(Nagaland) while Ripley (JBNHS 50: 496) met ^vith it between 1200 and 
1500 m in ^sinter in the same region. Affects thick bushes in damp forest 
and thick scrub and secondary growth near villages or cultivation. Avoids 
high or shady forest. 

Extrdimial. The Chin Hills of Burma. The species extends to northern 
Burma, western Yunnan and southeastern Szechuan. 

GEKEBAL HABITS. Kccps in p^rs in the breeding season, otherwise in 
small jj^ics. Feeds mostly on the ground scratching and turning over dead 
leaves, or even cattle dung in search of insects. 

' rooD. Insects and berries. 

VOICE and calls. A variety of low, rather musical calls. Alarm, a thrush- 
like call. Song, usually uttered from a bush-top, a loud du-diand reminiscent 
of call of PomaiorJnTms e^ihrogenjs (Schafer). 

BRZEDiNc. Season^ April to Jime. Kest, a cup of moss, leaves, rootlets, 
grass and t^vigs, lined with rootlets or fine stems. Placed in thick bushes 
within t\N'0 metres of the ground. EggSj 2 or 3, unspotted blue. Average 
size of 150 eggs 25'3 X 18*6 mm (Baker). Brood-parasitized by Hawk- 
Cuckoo {puculus tarim). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. 

KEASUREUEVTS 

' Wing - BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

(? 9 86-89 c. 20 c. 32 c. 100 mm 

(Baker) 

Wing, 2 (J'cJ' 90, 92; 2 9 9 S8, 88 mm (Heinrich). 

Weight 4 9 47-51 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis CTcamy yclIow to pinkish cream. Bill: upper 
mandible brownish horn, lower yellowish or w'hitish horn. Legs and feet pale brown- 
ish flesh. 

Garrulax rufogulaius (Gould) 

Key to the Subspecies 


A Crown dark brown or blackish brown 

1 Ear-coverts rufous £?. r. pecidaitalis 26 

2 Ear-coverts black G. r. ntfognleris 27 

B Crown black, tail chcstnul-brown 

3 Rust)' of throat extending to breast G. r. rufitincfvj 28 

4 Rusty of throat more restricted 

a Gre)'er bdow, paler above G, r, rvji^erbts 28 

b Less below, darker above G. r, assojrumit 29 


1292, 1293. Western RnfonscHmsed Laughing Thmsh. Gemdex 
Tvjhgulcns cccidentclis (Hartcrt) 

ToJiLhocirsla rufogvleris cccidmlaUs Hartcrt, 1909, VCg. pal. Fauna 1 : 635 
(Ddira Dun) 

Garrlex Tufogida.is grorrmm Riplc)*, 1950, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 63: 104 
(Rckcha, Dallekh Dist., westera Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 145, Vol. 1: 159 
LOCAL KAKEs. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Myna; lei^th c. 22 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in nominate ntfogidcris (1294) but car-coverts 
rufous, svbite apical crescents on secondaries thinner and less apparent, 
upperparts, especially tail, more olive and spotting on underparts lighter. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. The 
\N’Cstcm Himalayan foothills from Murree (West Pakistan) and Lolab 



I <usammsis (1296). 


I n^tintius (1293), 


(Kashmir) cast to central Nepal ; from c. 600 to 1 800 m, mostly 900 to 1 200 m. 
Affects dense thickets and scrub jungle especially on the edges of cultivation. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 12^. 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to August. A'cit and eggs (c/2 or 3) as in 1294. 
Average size of 20 eggs 26*1 X 19-4 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. As nfogularU (1294) but paler, more olive, less rufous 
above; eax-coverts rusty red. See also Field Characten. 

MEA5UREVn:NTS and colours of bare farts. As in 1294. 
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1294. Rofooscliinned Laughing Thrush. Garrulax Tv/ogularis rufogalans 
(Gould) 

lonikodnxla rtd’ogularis Gould, 1835, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 48 
(Himala)’as Sikkim) 

Cinehsoma rufimaifa Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 148 (Nepal » Kathmandu) 
Baker, FBI No. 143. Vol. 1; 158 
Plate 76, fig. 9 

LOCAL nasie. Xerhigiren-pko (Lepdia). 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 22 an (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, forchcad and centre of crown to nape black. 
Lores buff. Ear-coverts black. Sides of head and back umber-brotvn, the 
latter with half-moon shaped black spots. Tail graduated, chestnut, wth a 
broad black subterminal band and rufous tip showang as a broad rufous 
band '♦vhen it is spread. ^Vings black and grey svith whitish outer edges, the 
secondaries svith subterminal black band tipped tridi a ss’hite crescent. Below, 
chin and imder tail-coverts rufous. Throat whitish \vith black sides mingled 
with svhitc. Breast pale greyish, flanks olive-brown, both ^vith black spots. 
Belly whitish. For sex differences sec Museum Diagnosis. 

The black-spotted back and rufous chin identify this species. 

STATUS, DimaBUTioN und HABITAT. Resident, locally common, subject 
to some seasonal vertical movements. The Himalaynn foothills from central 
Nepal cast through Sikkim, Darjeding, Bhutan and NEFA at least to the 
Miri Hills; from c. 600 to 1900 m, optimum zone 1000-1800 m. Reported 
fiDm as low as the Buxa duars (Inglis) and exceptionally as high as 3500 m 
in December in Sikkim (Meinertzhagen). Eles'ations below 900 m arc 
winter records. Affects dense imdergrow'th in oak and rhododendron forest 
and forest edges, scrub jungle and secondary growth near cultivation. 

GENERAL HABITS. Lcss gTcgarious than most laughing thrushes. Keeps 
in pain or small family parties haunting loiv bushes and feeding mostly on 
the ground. Takes to wing Viith reluctance; flight weak and ill-sustained. 
A great skulker more often heard than seen and doubtless often overlooked. 

rooD. Insects, berries and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Not very noisy but has the usual range of chuckles 
and low conversational chatter of the genus, and some loud squealing alarm- 
notes. 

BREEDiNo. Season, September. Xest, a rather deep cup made 

mostly of tendrils, \rilh some t\rigs, roots, leaves, scraps of bracken and 
grass-bents, some nests bring made entirely of one or tivo of these materials 
to the exclusion of the rest; the lining is almost always of rootlets. Usually 
huilt in a fork of a bush or tree at heights varying firom c. GO cm to 6 metres. 
^£1^, normally 3, sometimes 2 or 4, white. Average size of 15 eggs 26*2 X 
19*4 mm (Baker). Both sexes taVe part in incubation. Period undete n n in ed. 
Brood-parasitized by the cuckoos Cuevlus spcTTerioides and Clamaior corvmaridus. 

Museum Diagnosis. Female g rey er, less oli\*e-brown on upperparts than male; 
klad; spots smaller and paler; white tips of fiight-feathera narrower. Sexes differ 
particularly in the colour of the underparts: gr eyer in male, browner in female; 
olive-brown of breast and flanks more extensive in male (Dieasdhont). 

Young, upperparts unspotted, except crown vrfairii b slightly spotted with 
bUckah; underparts spotted as in adult; diin pale nisty. 
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Differs from octidenidis (1292) in bring more rufous above and in having the 
tail chcstnut-bro>vn with broader subterminal black band and deeper rufous tips; 
ear-coverts black. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

(from sfnrB) 

Tama 

Tan 

<3'6' 

89-98 

23-24 

f. 35 

98-110 mm 

99 

87-99 

23-25 

C.37 

97-103 mm 


(BB, SA, Rand & Fleming) 


Wright 5 58-68; 2 9 9 58, 58 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris critoson-brown. Bill: upper mandible homy- 
brown, lower pale whitbh horn, darker at gape. Legs and feet grc)-ish homy brown; 
elaws pale homy brown. 

1295. Khasi Kcfonschinned Laughing Thrnsh« Garrulax rufogularis 
Tujitinctus (Koelz) 

lenthomcla rufogtderis rufitincia Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 37 
(Pynursla, Khasia Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 144 (part), Vol. J : 159 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. • 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 22 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1294, q.v. 

STATUS, DCTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident. Meghalaya in the Khasi 
and Garo hiUs, between 900 and 1800 m. Habitat as in 1296. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1294. 

BREEDLSG. As in 1294. 

Mitseum Diagnosu. Diffen from rajiberhis (1295a) in being paler; feathers of 
crown have much less pronounced black edging; black markings of back reduced 
in rizc; rusty of throat extends to breast; a rusty wash o%-er the bcl!)^. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1294. 


1295a. Bnnnese Rufonschinued I^ugHi^; Thrush. Gemxlax 
rufogderis rujiberbis (Koelz) 

lerjScdixU rsfogderis nf.berbu Koelz, 1954, Contrib. InsL Regional Exploraricn, 
No. 1 : 3 (between Lang)'ang and Htawgaw, Kachin State, Upper Burma) 

Not in Bake, FBI 
LOCAL NAMES. None recetded. 

SIZE. MjTia; length r. 22 cm (9 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As in 1294, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt. The Patkai Range and 
eastern Nagaland (Ripic)', JBNHS 58: 281), at e. 1200 m. Habitat as in 

1296. 

ExirdadicL Northern Burma. Another subspecies in northern Vietnam. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and vozcs. As xn 12^. 

BREEDINO. Unrecorded. 
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Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate rufogulcris (1294) in being more 
imiformly grey, the rufous coloration of the chin paler and more restricted. Colour 
of back brighter, black edges of feathers somewhat larger, Crown black rather 
than dark brown of Himalayan races. Greyer below than assatrunsis with reduced 
and paler rufous on chin; paler above and on lores. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, As in 1294. 


1296. Assam Rufonschinned Laughing Tbrusli* Gamdax rufogutcris 
assammsis (Hartert) 

lanthocinela rufogularis (ujommrir. Hartert, 1909, Vdg. pal. Fauna 1 : 635 
(Marghcrita, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 144 (part), Vol. f: 159 

LOCAL NASiE. Mupa-piUi (trans>Dikku Naga). 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 22 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1294^.q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Assam from Marghcrita 
and Cachar south to the Chin Hills of Burma, and East Pakistan in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts. Affects heavy undergrowth in forest, and cut-over 
scrub. 

OEr^ERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1294. 

BREEDING. As in 1294. 

Museum Diagnosis. Like rufogularis (1294) but chin and part of car-coverts pale 
rust; crown black; black on sides of throat more extensive. Not so fulvous on upper- 
parts. On the whole a somewhat more saturated form than 1294. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1294. 

Weight 1 c? 67; 1 9 64 g (SDR). 

1297. Giant Laughing Thrush. Gamilax maximus (Verreaux) 

Pitrorhinus maximus Verreaux, 1871, Nouv. Arch. Mus. Paris 6, 

Bull. 36, pi. 3, fig. 1 (Montagues du Thibet chinois » Mouping) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 76, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAME. Gja tra (Tibetan). 

SIZE. Pigeon length c, 35 cm .(14 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A laige laughing thrush conspicuously spotted with 
white on the back, and with a very long tail. 

Ahoviy crown brown, lores whitish, ear-coverts and supcrcilium cinnamon- 
rufbus. Upper back and sides of neck grey. Back brown and black with 
conspicuous, round white spots. Rump and upper tail-coverts rufous brown 
with same spots. Outer edge of wing ashy; all flight-feathers and their 
coverts tipped \vith white. Tail graduated; central rectrices greyish brown, 
outer rectrices dark brown tipped with white. Below^ throat and upper 
breast dnoamon-rufous finely barred with, pale buff on the latter. Rest of 
underparts buff, darker on belly and imdcr tail-covcrts, sides of br^t 
barred with blackish. Under surface of tail dark brown with white tips. 
Sexes alike. 


Easily distinguished from G. ocellatus (1299) by the rufous throat and brmm 
cap, and longer tail. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Gommon resident. Soulbcajt 
Tibet in the louver Tsangpo Valley, between 2200 and 2900 m (up to 4900 m 


GorruUx moxlmuf and G. oeel/otus 



in Szechuan). Affects dense, dry subalpine forest with plenty of glades and 

undergrowth. • j .i. 

Appean to intergradc with ocellatus between the upper Subansin ana the 
Tsa^o VaUey [vidt Ludlow, 1944, Ibis 86 : 74). The ranges of these hra 
species are complementary. . , . ,r 

ExtrdimiiaL Ranges from southeast Tibet and northwestern Yunnan 

to southern Kansu. , ,, 

OEMERAt. HABITS. A secreUvc species but conspicuous by m loud calls. 
Very gregarious, often associating with other laughing thrusha. Hojm on 
the ^und where it finds most of its food, tossing over leaves with the long 

""voice and CAUS. ShriU, far-earrying note reminding one 
spatverioides. Often calls in thorns: an individual starts snth shnll 
Lit gno pmt, the others accompanying it svitb short, jerky, ”9'^ ^ 
pealed wttle tsrhm, tsrhar, Isrhm. Voice very similar to that ofC. 

FOOD. Unrecorded. Probably as in 1299. r j timrl Msl 

EEEEDINO. Srarm, presumably May to July (eggs found -J'"- 

(onrdecribed) a sh^llosv, eup-shaped structure, composed of a foundation 
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of small twigs/ lined with dry grass, and placed in a dump of bamboo 
c, 120 cm above the ground. The two eggs measured 36 X 22-5 and 35-2 X 
22 mm (Ludlow). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. Birds from between the Subansin and 
the Tsangpo Valley may be intermediate between maximui and cat/alur. 

Young. Abort, as in adult but spots on back less numerous, and triangular, 
not round. Rump and upper tail-coverts unspotted. Stltw, rufous of throat and 
breast duller, unbarred; rest of underparts uniform buff, no bars on breast or flanks. 


Tail shorter. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

TaU 

11 d'e? 

I33-I34 

(from skull) 
31-36 

C^. 43J 

176-186 mm 

599 

134-141 

32-35 

— 

177-183 mm 




(Ludlow) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. 

Unrecorded. 




Gaerulax ocell.\tus (Vigors) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Tail chestnut-brown 

Tail with much grey o. griseicauda 


1298. Garhwal WHtespotted Langhing Thrnsh. Gamlax octUatus 
griseicauda Koelz 

(/emdat ottUatas piwttxJt Koelz, 1950, Amer. Mus. Novil., No. 1452: 7 
(IVan, Garhwal, United Provinces, India) 

Not in Baker, FBI 


u. names. None recorded. 

Pigeon ±;'lcngth c. 32 cm (13 in.). 

JJ CHARACTERS. As in 1299, q.V. . 1 rr J 

and HABrrAT. R«!de"t. Garhwd, Kui^on ^d 
™pal intcigrading ivith cttllctus in Nepal (Flemmg & Traylor, 1964, 
J, Zool. 35: 534). Habitat as “ 1299- 
ieraJ. habits, food and voitx. As m 1299. 

from callous (1299) in having much grey on the 
ZirLuX.?944, Ibis 86: 74, stales Jbat flr^lour of the tafl seems m 
liable character); also appears to have a longer tad. 
rstmEMZNTS . Tml 

163, 167 mm 
157-164 . mm 

S 0 laz-iao . ,V„I, viMnioff & Traykw) 
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1299. ■Wlutespotted Laughing Thrush. Currulax cetlblus rtrllalui 
(Vigors) 

a-usbscuu, calloum Vigors, 1831, Proe. Zool. ^ “"jM, 

(Himalaya Mts, restricted to Dspeeling by FBI 1 . 156) 

■ Baker, FBI No. 140, Vol. 1 1 155 
PUle^76, fig. 16 

rooAE NAMES. Mocuull bhichsa (Pahari); UeJ^^rrrm-phe (LepAa). 

SIZE. Laughing Thrush (1297) 

field chaeacters. Resembles 'he 8^ ^^8^ fulvous, lower 

ut has black crown, y v buff. Tall chesmut with 

lestnut-brosvn, V rectrices dark brown UpH 

lack subtcrrainal band and svhite tip, th cinnamon-rufous. Under- 

hite. Sides of neck ashy, sides oflosvw ‘^“'^^„°"like. 
arts buff, mottled svith black on species. Resident, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A h g , . Daricclmg, Sikkim, 

irly common. Nepal (intergrada mth gn n J u^bly cast through 
huian, NEFA (Tasvang, upper S"'- ^4 ^bove 

le Agency); from 2100 to 3450 m ® ® t rhododendron scrub 

BOO ra. Affects fight forest 

nd bushes at the edges of fields, *" possibly intergrading 

Extralimilal. Chumbi Valley and ^’^^h^Tsangpo (Ludlow. 

ith G. maximus betsveen the * heastem Burma, Mrthwotem 

944, Ibis 86: 74). The spedes extends to northeastern Burma, 

■unAan and southsvestem Szechuan. Not a conspicuous bird 

GENERAL HABITS. Much as thosc of G, y jCctps in pairs and 

1 spite of its size, but >"‘1““*'''’' L fl,, bushes, hopping on 

ren in the breeding season. Nmtlings are fc lahrecding season 

VOICE and calls. Very similar to those o -.1.1 ^ human whistle 
piercing B-syllabled call (L«41ow^Song a touurul, v^ 

Utt. tuwtt, m mill^ (Proud). 

ut respond readUy to an imitation .^i^ued pit. Pit, /“> 

nutted from the top of a , ^5 a loud cacrai-nin-tttia 

Fleming). Smythies describes its “ J . ^juspicioos, keeps 

tst-rrrr-tatrttt^ttt at the rate of two ^"(T'^^Tmuawk™ alarm if <I>= 
tiering a low interrogauve note whicli rises to a sq 
ird is suddenly startled. ^ jpose cup 

erzedinc. Little known. Scasm, May and Ju I 

bout 17 cm across, made of twigs, dry gran or of jnctrei from the 

rotlets, placed in bushes or small trees w.lKn a cou^ of^r^i ^ 
round. £■«/. normal clutch probably 2, d«P b eggs 30 X 

few chocolate-brown spwks nrar *= 'g (Osmaston, both 

1.8; 32-7 X 21-5 mm (Hume) and 30-9 X 21 Z inm I 
,\Biier). As in G. Isutolcpbus and G. ftps ms, the young 

. .• /r^s^«vThon t). 


OOLOUM OP BARE 


rAR«. 


As in 1299. 
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Museum Diackoso. See Field ChAracters and Key to the Sabspedesj for details 
of plumage Baker, loc. ext. 

.Young, like adult but head brosTOcr; white spots on upperparts smaller, absent 
on rump upper tai!-co\’cns; throat browner and edgings less sharp. Probably 
not distinguishable frotn young of G. nnxwaxs. Timaline juvenile characters of wing 
and tail (i.c. soft blunt first primaiy and narrow, pointed rectriccs) presenL Postju venal 
moult apparently not complete. 

measurements 

Wing Bai Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

122-135 27-30 — 146-162 inm 

9 9 U7-I37 20-29 45 14B-161 mm 

(Rand, Fleming, Traylor, Stresemann, SA) 

Wright 1 o' n0;4 9 9 llO-US; I o? 114 g (Dicssrihorst, S.A). 1 o' (September) 
121 g — SDK- 

COLOURS OF BASE PARTT. Irxs stonc-ycUow. Bill homy, darker on culmen and 
tip. Legs and feet fleshy, dusky in front (Stet’eixs). Or: Iris grc>-ish khaki. Legs, 
feet and claws pale flesh-colour (SA). 

GAJtRUlAX CAERUIATUS (HodgSOn) 

Key to €be Subspecies 

page 

A Outer rectriccs tipped with white .G. e. su6ccmdaftw 34 

B Outer rectriccs not tipped with white 

1 More rufous above; crmvn-fcathcrs more broadly edged with black 
G. c. Itrmgsioni 35 

2 More olive, less rufous abo\*e; black edgings of crown-feathers nar- 
rower. C. c, amtlabis 33 

1300. Himalayan Grtysided Laugbing Thrusb. Gamslax camdalus 
eamdaUis (Hodgson) 

Cinclosoma cemdetus Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 147 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 123 (part), Vol. 1: 141 
PUlc 77,'fig. 14 

LOCAL NAMES. Tcnnc-/'fto (Lcpcha); Picrtg-kcm (Bhutca). 

SIZE. Myna i; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

PIEUD CHARACTERS. Thc Only laughing thrush in its range svith white 
underparts and grey flanks. Abovfi forehead and orbital area black. Ear- 

coverts black tipped svith \s*hjtish. 
Crown nifQus-bro%vn, nape olive- 
brotvTQ fulvous on the sides, both 
finely barred svith black giving the 
head a scajy appearance. Sides of 
throat and back olive-brown. Wings 
rufous brown- Tail chestnut. Below, 
throat, breast, belly and under tail- 
^ 1 coverts white, the latter tinged with 

pink. Sides slaty. Sexes alike. 
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STATUS, DtsTRiBUnoN And HABITAT. Resident, locally distributed; some 
downward movement in winter. From central Nepal to Daijceling, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and (?) NEFA. Breeding zone not sadsfactorily determined ; between 
1500 and 2400 m in Bhutan (Ludlow); up to 2700 m in Sflddm (Stevens) 
and possibly as lo^v as 1000 tn (Gammic); m Nepal, Proud found it very 
common on Sheopuri and Phul Cho^vk ( = Phulchauld Danda) in summer, 
while Bm\'as noted it at c. 2000 m in April and May; breeds between 1500 
and 2000 m (Diesselhorst). Recorded in winter at c. 1500 m in the Nepal 
Valley and as low as 600 m in thc Bhutan duars. Affects undergrowth in 
forest, and ringal bamboo and scrub-covered hillsides. 

GEKERAi. HABITS. Kccps in parties of three to t^vcIvc or more, feeding 
in lo^v bushes and on the groimd. Makes a great disturbance when feeding 
on the latter, ‘ hurling earth and dead leaves in all directions \sTth thc vigour 
of a puppy iB^ing for rats * (Proud). Tunid in winter but bolder in spring 
and then in taller trees (Flenung). Flight weak and ill-sustained. Usually 
escapes by hopping from branch to branch in the tmdergrowih. 

FOOD. Berries, seeds and other vegetable matter (Diesselhorst). Probably 
also insects. 

VOICE and caixs. Loud musical calls and liquid whistles, some of them 
rendered by Fleming as ovik<hoTT, brain fever and new jericko (do, si, fa, la). 
Also keeps up a constant flo^v of conversational, soft and pleasant notes, 
now and then breaking out in loud, discordant calls. One of its call-notes 
is a loud oh dear dear, and the abrm-notc a very sharp and distinctive 
chittcr (Harington). 

BREEDING. Seoson, May to July. AVrt, cup-shaped, made of bamboo 
leaves, Urigs and stems of creepers, lined with rootlets. Placed in bushes, 
bamboo clumps or trees between one and three metres from the ground, 
rarely higher. Bggs, 3, someumes 2, pale blue, unmarked. Average size of 
15 eggs 30'5 X 22-1 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnoss. Sec Key to the Sutepedes. 

Young, like adult but lacks the black edges to crown-fcathcn; flanks tinged 
with brown and under tail-coverts with buff (brown according to Ludlow). Post- 
juvcnal moult complete. Postnuptial moult completed in late October. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d’t? 106-115 24-23 41^3 124-133 mm 

9 9 103-110 25-29 40-42 (114)122-131 mm 

(Rand & Fleming, SDR, BB, SA) 

Wright 4 O'O’ 82-99; 6 9 9 >&-84 g (GD, SA). 

COLOURS OF BARB PARTS. Iris red or red-brown; orbital sldn livid. BUI homy 
black, paler and greyer at the base. Legs and feet pale fleshy* 

1301. Khasi HlBg Greysided Laagbing Tlirasli* Garrulax caerulaius 
subcaenilatus Hume 

Gewdex rtdeamdatts Hume, 1878, Stray Feathers 7 ; 140 (ShiDong) 

Baker, FBI No. 124, Vol. 1 : 142 

LOCAJ. NAMES. None recorded* 
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SIZE. Myna ; length c, 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1300 but thrcc outer rectriccs broadly tipped 

vdlh wHtc. 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnos ond habitat. Reridcnt. Assam in thc Khari Hills, 
bctvfccn 1200 and 1800 m. Keeps almost entirely to undergrowth in pine 
forest, occarionally mixed oak and rhodcxlcndron* 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1300. 

BREEDING. Season, May and Jime. A'lerf and eggs as in 1300. Average 
size of 40 eggs 29-3 X 20*8 min (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Similar to ccendatas but u p per pyts paler; ear-coverts and 
cheeks above and briow them white, with slight black dps. Three outer rectriccs 
broadly tipped with white. 

mbasurements and colours of bare parts. As in 1300. 


1302. Nagaland Greysided Langb^ TBmslL. Gamdax ccmdaUis 
livingsUmi Ripley 

Gamdax cemdatas tiaixgslmi Ripley, 1952, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 50 : 497 
(Mt Japvo, Naga lEIls, Assam) 

DTceeifci eeendabis bijwasi Koelz, 1953, Jour. Zook Soc. India 4: 153 
(Kohima, Naga HtUs) 

Baker, FBI No, 123 (part), Vol. 1: 141 
local NAMES. None 

snx. Myna ±; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

•TEID CHAKACTERS. As in 1300, q.v. 

^ STATUS, msTRiBUTio?? and HAniTAT. Resident, Giirly common. Assam 
m north Cachar, Nagaland, Manipur and adjacent Burma; ftom 1200 to 
2300 m. Habitat as in 1300. 
cenerai. BAEns, FOOD and voice. As in 1300. 

EREEniso. As in 1300. 

Ertralindlal. pie spedcs extends to northern Burma and Yunnan; 
also the lunun tains of Fukica and Formosa. 

Must CM Diagnosis. Differs from eamdetus in having thc avwsx more rufrms- 
browTx, the feathen more hroadl>’ edged with black; up p e rpa rts richer, more saturated 
with rufous, Diffcn from pd-camflflfnj in lacking thc broad while tipping of 

three outer rectriccs. 

*tEASURLMENTS 

\Mng Bai TaB 

(from skeH) 

<? (t>-pc) 118 24 125 mm 

(SDR) 

^Vdght 1 c? 93 g (SDR). 

®DtDURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris brown; orHtal Am dark Uue. BiH black. Legs 
feet pale bhxah wHte. 
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1303. Rufousneched Laughing Thrush. Garrulax rvJkoUis 
(Jardinc & Selby) 

lamhocincla ro^eoZltiJardine Selby, 1838, 111. Om. 2, pi. 21 
(Hiinala>*as « Sxkldni, restricted by Mcinertihagen, 1928, Ibb: 515) 

Baker, FBI No. 120, Vol 1: 139 
_ Pbte 77, fig. 9 • 

LOCAL NAMES. Rapdxn-pho (Lepcha) ; Pobekya, Hath gtari^gum (Bengali) ; Doopo^- 
letka (Assam); Dao-popdika (Cachari). 

SIZE. M>Tia; length e, 23 cm (9 in,), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark babblcT with black forehead, car-coverts, 
throat and upper breast. A large ryfous patch on sides of neck and rufous 
vent. Crown and nape slaty. Back, rump, belly and wings dark olive-brown, 
the last with pale outer edges. Tail black. Sexes alike. 

Thc only latighing thrush wdth a large rufous patch or collar on sides of 
neck. 4Vhne calling %rith upraised bill this rufous collar become very 
prominent. / 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoK and HABITAT. Common resident. East Nepal 
(not recorded since Hodgson’s time), Sikkiin, N. Bengal (thc Daijceling and 
Jalpaiguri districts), Bhutan, NEFA to the LGshmi Khlls, East Pakistan in 
the northeastern hills and the Chittagong region, Assam south to Tripura 
and the Jvlizo Hills, Nagaland and hlanipur. A bird of thc foothiUs and 
adjacent plains, ascending to 1500 m in thc Himalayas and to GOO m (rarely 
up to 1200 m) south of thc Brahmaputra. 

Frequents a variety of habitats: scrub and grass, bamboo jungle, high 
grass and reeds, edges of cultivation, hedgerows, scrub pastures, secondary 
growth, tea gardens, outsldits of forest and Itss eommonly huroid ev er gr een 
forest. 

ExtraJxjTnlal, ’Western and northern Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS. In pafrs or parties of three to twenty birds according 
to thc season. Hops about on the ground or in low bushes, rummaging among 
thc mulch, flicking aside or turning o\'cr dead lca\TS in search of food. 
W’ill often flutter up into a larger bush, gradually hopping further up towards 
the top, flirting its fcul, and then fly down among lower bushes again. At 
times indulges in a noisy game of *foIIow’-my-lcadcr* across open spaces, 

' each venture into an opening bring a good and sufEdent reason for an 
outburst of raucous cackling * ^akcr) . Flight rather heavy and ungainly. 
Parties break up in March. 

FOOD. Insect molluscs, seeds and berries. 

voiiS and calls. A nois%' spedcs. Thc birds constantly utter a running 
chorus of sharp rather musicnl notes reminiscent of thc Pied Myna {Sturrnu 
contra) as the flock threads its wny through the thickets, often bursting out 
in a tumult of loud squeals or calling and ans%s-cring each other. Has a 
thrcc-notcd mellow wMstlc, the first of which sounds as if produced by a 
broken reed (SDR). Xw*o of thc more usual <‘all 5 may be rendered -as: 
wiwerJ’Wiioo, repeated for several minutes, and tteeez^irihoo-tcick (pause) 
(pause) and so on unvarjlngly for maybe a quartcr-bour 
at a stretch. Possibly two separate individuals are involved in this. Thc 
song is varied and pleasing, one or two phrases fonaing thc basis of the 
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are grafted and often combined into 
flicb wings and the 

depressed expanded tad and pivots from side to side on the perch. 
breeding, overall March to August, chiefly April and May 

rather untidy exteriorly, made of leaves, grass, root,' 
stems, oc^onaHy dry moss and lichen, aU bound together with lo^ 
werf stems and todrils. Placed in bushes, generally between one and 
metres up, lea oftm up to sm metres. E^s, 3 or 4, pale skim-milk blue, 
very rarely white. Average size or200 eggs 25-7 X 20 mm (Baker). ^ 
Museum Diaonoso. See Held Characters. 

MEASUREMENTS 

"ring Bill Tarsus 

(frora skuD) 

(f9 95-100 23-24 


Tan 


36-37 


lOl-m 

(SA) 


Weight 6 (js 9 60-73 g (SDR, SA). 

coto^ or BARE PARTS. Xris crimson or brown; ej-e-rim yellow. Bni, less 
feet and daws dark homy brown. ' 


Garrulax meruunus Blyth 
Key to the Subspecies 

More jirb);' coJoumi; ipan marc mnnerous. . . . <7. m. Uxuiamms 
Less richly coloured; spots less numerous G.m. mcnlbms 

1304. Assam Spottedbreasted Laughing Thrush. GarjuUu mmdlrms 
mendinus Blyth 

Carrvhx mnvlmui Blyth, 1851. Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 521 
(ChcTTa Punji, Khasia Hills) 

Baicr, FBI No. 179 fpart), Vol. I: IQS 
Plate 76, fig. 8 

LOGAz. KA3IE5. Nooc recorded. 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 22 cm (9 in.). 

PIEID CHARACTERS. A Very thrush-like babbler ivith a buff throat and 
breast spotted with dark brown, and a whitish stripe behind the eye. Centre 
of belly buff, rest of plumage brown. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common: Assani 
in the Khasi and Mizo (Lushai) Hills, betw-een 900 and 1800 m. Aflects 
deep and damp forest with heavy undergrosvth o[ Rsibus etc. and bamboo 
jungle. Densely overgrown abandoned ihifang-cultisation clearings are 
favourite haunts. 

GENERAL HABITS. A tTuc laughing thrush in its habits, noisy, gregarious 
and an mveterate skulker, usually extremely diflicult to approach on accotmt 
of its wellnigh impenetrable habitat. ‘ Never will you find them in any 
place in which it is possible cs'ca to creep about, without cutting your way • 
(Hume). Keeps in parties of ten to tw-enty individuals, feeding on the 
ground among fallen leaves. Flics better than most laughing thrushes. 
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imccis lor tnc most part. 

VOICE and CALLL Very noisy. Has a great variety ofdear.beauUfuI notes 

and a coughmg, ofr-repeated chuckle (Hume). 

BREzniNo. W, from the end of April to July, mostly in June and July. 
Aert, a ratte bt^ cup of roots, grass, bamboo and other.leave, more 
or lea mixrf wth bracken fronds and moss, lined srith rootlets, or occa- 
sionaBy with fine creeper stems or tendrils. Materials vary according to 
locaoon of ncs^ whether in evergreen forest or bamboo jungle. Nest placed 
t shrubs or well inside bamboo clumps. Epps, gcncnillv 2 

SfOOOi unmarked. Average size of 50 eggs 
^®^'^)-®°'^’'““**’”'''>*noubab‘on; period not known. 
1 he birf IS a close sitter, slinking off the nest at the last moment, thcnskulk- 
mg qmctly m the cover. 

Mcseuv DtAO-vosn. For distinction from fawitenro see 1305. 

Young, like adult but more rufous above and on flanb, wings and tail. Post- 
jitvenal moult complete. 

MEAIURntZNTS 


Wing BUI Tarsus 

(from feathers) 

c? 9 93-99 24 40 

Bill from slnilj 29 mm . 
coLoujts or iLAStz PARTS. Ifis pale j'cllowsh Or pinkish; brotm in ^uung blrdf. 
BUI dark homy brovr-n, black at tip and on culmca, greyish on lower mandible. 
Legs and feet pale to dark brown, cla^vs darker, soles paler. 


Tail 

f. 95-100 mm 
(Baker) 


1305. Mampnr Spottedbreasted Langhinff TZirnsb. Comdax 
mmdintis toxostormnus (Koela) 

SUclocichla rmrulina toxxsto^nbia Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4; 38 
(Karong, hfanipur) 

Baker. FBI No. 179 (part). Vol. 1 : 186 
LOCAi- KAiiE. Moh rupeh (Angami Naga). 

SIZE, Mj-na; length c. 22 on (9 in.). 

FIELD CHAitACTERS. As in 1304, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBuTios and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. Assam 
in north Cachar, Nagaland anJ Manipur, from 900 to 2400 m. Affects 
dense secondar)' scrub and undergrouih in damp evergreen forest. 

ExtralimitaJ. The adjacent hills of western Burma, and northern Burma. 
The spedes extends to Vietnam. 

CE-N’ERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1304. 

BREEDING. As in 1304. 

Museum Diagnosis. Diffen from mmdinus (1304) in being more richly coloured. 
Below, the feather bases are deeper in colour, especially on the throat. Black spots 
aeerage rounder, stmaller and more numerous. Under tail-crn'erts more ferrupnous. 
CroHTJ usually differeotiafed from hacL For details of plumage see Hume, SF 1 1 ; 
162. 

MEASintEsiENTS. As in 1304. 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris palc ptnklih buff; orbital skin pale leaden. BOl: 
upper mandible blacldsh, lower mandible and gape p^e greyish. Legs and feet 
pale brown. 


1306, WHitebrowed Langblng ThrnsH* Carruiax sarvdo albosuptrcilians 
God^vin-Austen^ 

CeTTvlex elbosapereUiam Godwin-.Austen, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 45 
(Manipur Valley, NE. Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 126 VoL I: 144 
PUte 77, fig. 8 

LOC.AL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A plain-coIourcd laughing thrush with buff lores 
jntinued abo\'e the eye by a white supercillum and below by a buffisli 
hite check-patch. Rest of plumage olive-brotvn, darker on head, throat 
ad tail. Centre of belly buff, under taiJ-coverts ferruginous. Sexes alike. 
STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Rare resident. Nagaland, Manipur, 
ad Assain in north Cachar, fium c. 1000 to’ 1800 ro. Afiects dense forest, 
..jrub pastures, secondary gro\s’th or bamboo and open hillsides covered 
ivith bracken and \vild raspberry scrub. 

Exirdimital. The spedes extends north to Szechuan and Hupeh, and 
cast through northern Burma to Fokjcn, Kwangtung and Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Lcss shy than most laughing thrushes. Usually seen 
in *rnall parties, sometimes singly or in pairs, working through scrub jungle 
or undergrowth. Parties break up in hlarch. 

FOOCT. Sc^ds, besTitf, rice, Sfftdi irtciiiisca. 

VOICE and calls. A noisy species. Notes more complaining and Jess 
hilarious than those of G. Ifucohpkus. 

BREEDINC. Seesvn, March to June. AVit, cup-shaped, similar to that of 
C. rufccllis but larger and more massive. Made of dark-coloured gra», 
fern, roots and bamboo leaves, bound together \vith weed stems and tendrils 
and lined with fern roots and fem stems; some nests are made almost entirely 
of bamboo lca\*e 3 and grass. Usually placed low down in thick bushes — 
Rubus brakes etc. — or sometimes in small saplings. Eggs, 3 or 4, white or 
pale blue. Avera^ size of 100 eggs 2$ X 19*4 xmn (Baker), 

Museum IhAavosis, See Held Characters. Said to ^ disdnguUhablc from other 
(cxtralimltal) rac« by the continuous while rapcralium and brown ear-coverti. 

See also footnote below. ... 

Young, abide paler than adult. Upper taa-co\*erti and throat yellovmh brown. 
Juvenal limalinc characten of wings and taU present, namely soft, blunt fint primary* 
and narrow, pointed rectriccs. Postim-cnal moult complete. 

t A doubtfully tenat 
He points out that tha 
is datinct in having a d 
urinaccooi wash over ti 
adult r. pale brown to 


e, but KV Driraan. H. G.. 1952, PzrlSU,JSa. 1 1 (25 
■da of C. sr=&, wkoay tram the Chinoe portion!, 

■mm talcom, R a>U duk olivRccooJ brown mMlleaod a rOoy 
ro midcrpim. Tbo pot-ocnlar i mpe u bUcinh brown m tho 
n birds frwn Cbina- 
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MZASUREMtJrTT 

fVing Bill Tama Tall 

(from skull) 

(Ji'O 93-l(H 22-25 c. 37 I05-II7 mm 

(IIWT 

Weight 2 o’o’ 58, 68; I 9 56 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, Iris dull brownish maroon, livef-brown oT light brown; 

orbital skin pale fleshy grey. BOl blackish. Legs and feel pale brown with a fain! 
purplish fleshy tinge; cbws darker. 


1307, 1308. Nilgiri Laughing Thrush. fTarrehir rar/iinniKS (Jertlon)' 

Creumfus Kc.hmr.ciu Jadan, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 10: 255 
(Nilgiris) 

Baker. FBI No. 165, Vol. 1 : 176 
Plate 77, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAstis. None Tccorderl. 

SIZE. MjTia ri; ; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

rtELD CHARACTERS. , An olivc-browTi and nirous laughing tlirush with 
a very* pronounced while cyc-stripc. Aboce. crown slaty brown, nape slaty, 
A conspicuous white supcrcUium. Lores and a short streak beliind eye black. 
An incomplete svhitc eye-ring. Checks tawny olive. Rest of upperparts 
ohVe-brown. Behw, chin black. Breast and belly «hraccoui. Losver belly 
and flanks olivc-brosvn. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from G.jrrdoni by its rufous, not grey, breast. 

STATUS, DiSTRinunoN and iiawtat. Resident, very common but range 
curiously restricted. Confined to the Nilgiri Hills (western Tamil Nadu); 
from c. 1200 m to the summit. A geographical representative of the closely 
reined G. jcrciteiorKemla. A/Tects deme undergron-lh in Forest, sholas, even 
hill-station gardens or sshcrever there arc a fesv bushes or a patch of scrub. 

GENERAL UAiirrs, Much the same as those of G. jerdm! (1310), q.v. 
Generally seen in flocks of a dozen or more commonly in assodation with 
the itinerant mixed hunting parries in sholas. Feeds on riic ground as wcJJ 
as in low bushes, ch'mhing into trees when disturbed and hopping along 
branches lightly and svith great agility. 

rtxiD. Insects and berries, especially srild raspberry (RubvJ spp.), aud 
* hill guava * (RJmdomjrluj tammhsa). 

VOICE and calls. Very noisy. H.as loud squeals and laughing calls — 
some of tlic most characteristic bird sounds of the Nilgiris — simil-rr to ih^ 
of C. jerdcr.!. The spirited ‘ laughing ’ calb, ftidcrka etc., are utiered with 
bill raised verrically and tail depressed. Another member of the flock in- 
variably beats rime with a harsh almost identical ssith one of the 

calls of the tree pie (Dmdrtr'Me rasaburddj. . _ , , ,, , 

BREEOtNC. Snurn, osTrall February to July, chiefly hUy and June. Ae. 7, 
cup-shaped, made of roots, dead leaves, small tssigs, moss, grass and some 


io. 1503, Cvadn cccilvcu cimmerutmt (DwwJsri, 1&6. 
kved to be bued on two sained ipeeimeni in Tniarx-ruin 

rtom caddrrcu in kovinr l.Ke b’acl cf lores >nd cbm repUeeiJ by sUrl brown, nod uc 
0 hatf-hjwn iestcid of ilaty 
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Gomlox cflcftfnrwru and G, jVdont 



G.j.fehbanki (1310). HI G.j. truriSonaU (1311). 

lichen, lined with fine grass, sometimes with a few feathers and scraps of 
wool. Placed in bushes or small trees bet^veen one and three metres above 
the ground. EggSj pale blue, marked with blotches, spots and specks of pale 
reddish bro\Mi, and a few short lines of the same colour. Average size of 
40 ^gs 25 ’6 X 1&*8 nun (Baker). Commonly brood-parasitized by Pied 
Crested Cuckoo (Clamatorjacobtnus). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characteis. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d'9 

92-96 

(from feathers) 
16-18 

30-32 

c. 100 mm 

2 pp 

85,89 

(from skull] 

(.22 

r.32 

(Baker) 

86, 94 mm 





(MD) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris rcd-bro\vn to crimson. BUI black. Legs and feet 
greenish plumbeous. 

Garrulax jERDONt Blyth 
Key to the Sobspe^es 

A Chin black G,j.jerdotn 

B Chin grey . 

1 Superefliura mostly grey, not extending behind c>-e 

G,j. mmdionaU 

2 Supercilium white, extending behind eye. , . .G.j.fairhankt 
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1309. Coorg Whitehreasted Laughing Thrnslu Gttmdax jerdord jerdom 

Blyth 

Gtfrnd<ii(.^ jfritmiBlyth, 1851, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 20: 522 
(Banasore Peak) 

Baker, FBI No. 167, Vol. 1: 177 
LOCAL NASiES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE. Myrna length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

nELD CHARACTERS. As in 1310 but chin and cheeks black and crown slaty 
brown. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident, Southwestern Mysore in 
the Brahmagiri hills and Banasore Peak at c. 1500 to 1800 m. Habitat 
undescribed, probably not different from that of fmrbankt. 

CEHERAi. HABTO, Toou and VOICE. As in 1310, q.v. 
breedinc. As in 1310. Eggs, similar to those of C. cachinnansi two eggs 
incasuij: 26*1 X 19*8 and 25*1 X 19-2 mm (Baker). 

Ml*seui! Dtacs'Oss. Sec Key to the Subspecies; for details of plumage, Baker, 
loc. cit. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

<?9 

80-83 

c. 18 

c. 32 

C.90 1 
(Baker) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris crimson (adult), red-brown (immature). Bill dull 
black. Legs, feet and claws dark plumbeous brown (Davison). 


1310. Kerala Laughing Thrush. Garrulax jerdoni fairbanki (Blanford) 

TTochdtopirronftdtbiodci Blanford, 1869, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 38: 175 
(Palni Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 168, Vol. 1 : 178 
Plate 77, &g. 3 

u>cAL NAME. OdliichHapp&n (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna i; length e. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD cearacters. Abors, cro\\Ti and nape dark sooty brewn; a white 
supercilium extending behind eye and a blackish stripe below it from lores 
through eyes; rest of upperparU olive-brown. Below, throat, checks and 
breast grey; belly rufous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DETRiBunoN and HABITAT. Common resident. The hills of 
Kerala and western Tamil Nadu north of the Achimkovdl Gap (f, 9®N. 
laL) : Cardamom, Kannan Devan and Palni hills (not recorded from the 
Nelliampathics), and High Wavy Mountains; fromr. 1200 m to the summits. 
Confined to evergreen biotope an wild raspberry and bracken thickets 
lining hill streams through tea and cardamon plantations, scrub and secon- 
dary jungle near hillmcn’s settlements, occasionally populous hill-station 
gardens (Kodaikanal, Muimar), and edges of sholas; appears to shun the 
deeper woods. Its occurrence coincides with that of the wild raspberry 
(Ruiitf spp.). 
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GENERAL HABITS, Kceps in parties of ^ to twelve birds hunting among 
undergrowth and in lo\s' bushes, occasionally descending to the ground. 
A great skulker, creeping aivay through cover on the least suspicion. 

FOOD. Insects, berries and fruits (especially Rubxis, Afeusa and TVrNia), 

VOICE and calls. Loud shrieks, whistles and * laughter * uttered in 
chorus, and a variety of pleasant call-notes, some mellow and rather like 
an oriole’s. Llcmbcrs of a party keep in touch by means of a call rendered 
as a rousing pee^koko, pee^koko : call, answer, quiet ; call, ansiver, quiet — and 
so on. Other notes: repeated several times, a deliberate kar-hoT’har 

and a low-pitched scalding resembling that of the Redwhiskered Bulbul 
{hHchoIs). Alarm, some squeaky shrieks rather like those of the Jungle 
Babbler but louder and shriller, and a low as the bird disappears 

through the unde^gro^vth. 

BREEDING. SeojoTi ill defined. Overall December to June, chiefly April 
to June. Akr/, cup^shaped, made mostly of coarse grass occasionally mixed 
with moss or bracken leaves, lined with fine grass. Usually ^^'cll concealed 
in an upright fork of a rather isolated bush, or anchored in tall brackens, 
within a couple of metres from the ground. Eggs, usually 2, pale blue with 
blotches, spots and speckles of pale reddish broivn and dark browm; indis- 
tinguishable Irom those of G. cachbrnoTis, Average size of 15 ^[gs 25*6 X 
19*1 mm (Baker). Both sexes share in building, incubation and care of the 
j'oung. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis, See Key to the Subspecies, 

Young, like adult but crown and nape not so dark, less contrasting vdth xnantle; 
loits'er breast tinged with rufous; ear-co%*ert5 browner. 

measurements 


d'd' 

Wing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

85-91 

21-23 

33-35 

86-97 mm 

99 

81-86 

20-23 

33-35 

$6-92 mm 


(S.\ HNV) 

COLOL’RS OF BARE FARTS. AduU*. Iris teddssh brown. BUI homy brown: 
mouth pmk. Leg- and feet slaty browTi; clavrt brown; soles grc>Tsh yellow. Young: 
Iris brov^-n. Mouth pale pmldsh j-cUow. Rest as in adulL 
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STATUS, DBTiuBunos and HABITAT. Common resident. Southern Kerala 
ghats from the Achankovil Gap south to the Ashambu Hills, from e. 1100 m 
upwards. Habitat as in 1310. Has a parallel altitudinal distribution, with 
the wild raspberry, Rubus spp., whose lower limit here is also the same. 
general habits, food and voice. As in 1310, q.v 
breeptno. As in 1310. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 
measurements 


IVing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

85-83 

21-22 

35-36 

95-96 mm 

84-85 

C.20 

r. 35 

e. 96 mm 
(SA) 


COLOURS or BARE FARTS. AduU: Iris crimson. BUI homy brown; mouth pink. 
Legs and feel brownish slate; claws homy brown; soles yellow. Immature: Iris 
olive-brown. Mouth pinkish yellow. Rest as in adul Ljuvenile: Iris olive-brown. 
BUI homy brown except commissure and extreme tip which arc yellow; gape and 
mouth bright yellow. Legs, feet and claws as in adult- 


Garrulax uneatus (Vigors) 


Key to the Sabspedea 

A Subtcnninal band oo imder surface of outer rcctriccs over 1 cm wide 

1 Throat and breast dark chocolate, car.co\'erts dull greyish brown 

G. L tmbruaSax 

2 Throat, breast and ear-coverts rufous. G.Lulafer 

B Subtcnninal band oo under surface of outer rcctriccs under 1 cm wide 

3 Lower belly and rump olive-brown 

a Throat more rufous; subtcnninal band of outer rcctriccs well 

marked G. L lintabu 

b Throat grcj’cr, the shafls on each side of it tipped with white; 
subtcnninal band reduced to a line C. U ^git 

4 Low‘cr belly smd rump grey. G. /. hilkKztcki 


Page 
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13 1 1. Sooth Kerala Thmsh. Comdex jerdoid mmiioneU 

(Blanford) 

Tndichpienn rtmdioitaU Blanford, 1880, Proc. Asiat. Soc. Bengal: 184 
(Mynall, S. Travancorc Hilb) 

Baker, FBI No. 169, Vol. 1: 178 

name, OdinddEppSn (Mala}*alam). 
hlyna length c. 20 cm (8 in,). 

TTsxx ) characters. As in 1310 but stipcrdlium shorter, not extending 
°^5ind the cj-c; grey of underparts whiter and extending down to centre 
Crovm, nape and rest of upperparts imicolorous dull sooty grc:>*- 
ojvwn, no contrast between them. 


1312. Baln^iistan Streaked Laughing Thmsh- Gorrulax linsatus 
hiVuzitcH (Zanidny) 

(/cai^.5caMl<i) foeaftca itfJrrilch' Zarudny, 1910, Om. 
Mooatsb. 18: 188 (Kulyab, Tadrhikistan) 

Iei&odT.da Ibtrztsn ziorctwis Ticehunt, 1920, Bull. BriL Om. C3. 

41:55 (Zlarat) 

Baker, FBI No. 174, VoL 1 : 182 

LOCAL NAMES. Noac rccordcd- 

yrTT- Bulbul xtl length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 
nELD CHARACTERS, As in 1314, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTRnjunoN and habitat. Resident, subject to v'crtical jno%*c- 
ments, fairly common. The Quetta-Pishia district of West Pakistan in the 
Centr^ Brahui Range (Murdar, Takatu, Zarghun and Khalifat mountains), 
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Garrulax lineauis and G. yirgatus 



■B G. I- lincatm (1314)- IM'W G. 1 . silafa (»3t5l. 

G. 1 . imbmatas (1316)- G. mgalus (1317). 


and in the Fort Sandeman district (Torkhan, Shingar and the Takht-i- 
Sulaiman). Breeds between 2400 and 3000 m. Moves down in winter and 
reaches ^etta during cold waves. Affects juniper scrub, bush-covered 
slopes and bushy nullahs, entering gardens in winter. 

Extralimilal. Eastern Afghanistan, and Tadzhikistan. The species in other 
races e.\tends cast along the Himalayas to NEFA and southeastern Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS, ROOD and VOICE. As in 1314. 

BREEDING. Season, May to July. Aest, described as a massive structure of 
fibrous material and bulbous plant stems, lined rvith fine grass stems and hair, 
about 120 cm up in a leafy bush. Eggs, unmarked turquoise-blue as in 1314; 
fade considerably after being blown. Two eggs measure 26-3x19 and 26 X 
18-8 mm (Baker). 

Museuk Diagnosis. Paler than gilgil (1313); difiers from it in having paler 
rusty, not chestnut, ear-coverts; grey, not olive-broivn, rump and upper tail-coverts, 
and grey, not grey-brown belly; the markings on the breast are paler and yellower, 


not red-brown. 

s 


IXBASVRElfESTS 

Wing Bill Tanus 

Tail 


(from skull) 

' 


80-85 e. 18 26-27 

92-97 mm 


(HW, CBT) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Not recorded. Probably not different from those of 


1314. 
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1313. Gilgit Streamed Langbing Thrash. Ganvlax liaesbs plgft 
(Hartert) 

lanthodnsla liiuatwn gilgit Hartert, 1909, V6g. pal. Fauna 1 : 636 
(Gdgit) 

Baker, FBI No. 173, Vol. 1 : 182 

LOCAL NAsiES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1314, q.V. 

STATUS, DisiRiBimoN and habitat. Cktmmon resident, subject to seasonal 
vertical movements. West Pakistan in N.3V.F.P. from Safed Koh and 
Samana to Chitral, east to the Indus, north to Gilgit, the Hunza Valley as 
far as Hunza (Baltit), the Indus Valley as far as Skardu, and Astor to the 
north side of ftie Burzil Pass; from 1400 to 3600 m, mostly between 1800 
and 3000 m, descending to the lower vallc>-s in winter (but recorded as high 
as 2700 m in this season). Affects bushes in open pine or fir forest, mid rose 
scrub and other tluckets, shrubbery near cultivation, entering orchards 
at lower levels in winter. Fond of creeping about the stone walls of housa 
in mountain villages. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1314. 

BREEDING. 'Season, tusi and eggs (c/2-4) as in 1314. Seven eggs average 
24-9 X 18-5 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Similar to lineatus (1314) hut paler and grej'er, less rufouL 
Sec also Key to the Subspecies. 

jlseasureuents and colours of bare parts. As in 1314, 

T 

1314. Simla St»ahed Langhing Thrush. Garrulax Unealus linsatus 
(Vigors) 

Ciruhsema I'tnealtan Vigors, 1831, Pfoc. Zool. Soc. London: 56 
(Himalaya Mts = NW. Himalaj-as ri* Hume, 1875, Stray Feathers 
3: 396 = Simla-Almora area) 

lanlbocinela liiuatum grissstaitior Hartert, 1909, VBg, pal. Fauna 1; 636 
(Western Himalayas, Simla) 

Baler. FBI No. 172, Vol. 1 : 142 
Plate 76, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAME. Shten-a-pi-pin (Kashmir). 

SIZE. BulbuI±;Iengthr. 20 cm (8in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A sniaU uncttsted streaked laughing thrush with a 

etevish white terminal band on rounded tail. 

Abooe, crown and upper back grey streaked with dark brown; middle 
back streaked with svhite; rump olive-brown. Ear-coverts and swngs nirous; 
tail olive-broivn faintly barred, rufous on sides, tipped grcyisn- Belsw, throat 
and breast streaked with rufous, each feather with a while shaft. Lower b^y 
olive-brown. Tail graduated with black subterminal spot on outer rectnea 

^nel^th^rsb^^TshudUngbing Thmsh (1279) is much larger and 
has a conspicuous mop-Jike crest. 


BABBLERS 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and MABrrAT. Common resident, subject to s^onal 
vertical movements. The western Himalayas from Mui^ and Ha^ 
east through Kashmir (south of the main range), Himachal Pradah, Lahul, 
Kulu and Uttar Pradah to Kuraaon. Intergrada with «(a/m « 
western Nepal, and with gilgit in Hazara. Breeds betiveen 1200 and 3Q<» 
optimum zone 1800-2700 m. Altitudinal zoae appeaa to vary accordmg 
to local conditions. From Octoba to March, it is 
1000 and 1800 ro though a few birds may be seen as high as 2700 m. 
Lahul it occurs betiveen 3000 and 3600 m. Occasionally dace^s to 600 m 
during cold spells. Affects bush-covacd slopa, Babens and Bosa swb 
(Lahul), wooded nullahs, cultivation, undergrowth m open forat, even 

venturing into gardens, courtyards of housa or verandas. 

oenerL habits. Seen in paia or small partia of three to six according 
to the season. Keeps more to the ground than roost other laughing thi^ha. 
shuffling along in tangla of grass, bracken and iow busha, hopping 
creeping on the ground Ikke an accentor, fiirtmg its svmgs and jwkmg Us 
tffll ti^nc side, then to the other. Reluctant to fly; when disturbed, merely 
flies a short distance downhill and pitcha into the nearat cova. Hop up 
a tree rapidly from branch to branch but seldom if eva ascends vt^ high 
and doa not sail from tree to tree as other tnembess of the 6'"“ 
but rather drops to the ground and scuttles hum^y to ffle next bush, half 
hopping, half flying. A skulker when aivay from habitations. 

ROOD Insects, berria, seeds, occasionally even bread-crumbs. 

VOICE and calls. Members of a party keep up an inc^ant convei^- 
Tional'saueakinR in low querulous notra rendered as chj^hUhstrr, 

ISt or a soft, charring errer-r (HIV). The I-'-d 

l™,d clear whistle b'ty-wrtr, or titty-Mty-ivi arc uttered from a 
call-note is ’ Ajarm ‘ a plaintive, unmistakable twce-twee-lwee (Bates) 

eCLfF^ng)nhc Ki^shmiris hear it as sbeen-afaj-fap-pay 
or su.'eet-pea-peapeajr , of winter on first hearing it in autumn 

and r^ ‘fi^Lfor tM mean, ‘ ohl snowtfaU, fail, faU '• 

when It comes breeding season from tree-top or branch: 

SongphraSM ulterrf rM-„Tath)- a iinviing squeaky whistle of three 
trit-tew, lewil and jiww^z ( ^ timbre of those of Zastereps 

-descending rath« Mareh to September, 

or Muscuepa lAotomiB S ^ g ter, chiefly May and June. 

breedino. Seasm, overall v ^ grea 

At least tivo broo^ are exterior but more compactly 

and dead leaves, loose ^d un^y -Well concealed in low 

woven inside, lined with ^'Sb.b^ebt=s,m a pollarded tree, in thick 

bushes, sometimes at Ac rad of bonessuckle climbing up a verrada; 

grass on grouild. mmetimes up to a couple f 

W Fre^cntly brood-pa^itized by 

^tb sexes share m, at , ^trmMmis and C. sparverundes. 

the cuckoosClamatoTjocobmvs, um ^ end 

Muszm. PuoNosis- Di^ of S« also Key m 

• Mow. with broader grey edges to the feathers 01 

the Subspeciea. 
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Young, like adult bu. rusty marling, and diafi-rtreals on Ortas' to 
Refined Head and romp browner. Primary character not present (i.e. Isl pr^ri 
u:"rad stro, but reelrices narrower. Pos, Juvenal moult, only of hod,- 

feathers. 

of lower mandible. Legs and feel flesliy brown. 


lOCAL NAME. Bhehrra (Nepal). 

SIZE. Bulbul iil'nf’".'- 20 

nzLD CHARACTERS. As ui ■ jj^^j^nt. locall)' common, subject 

STATUS, DisnuBunoH and , jj^,jceUng and Sikkim; from r. 

to seasonal vertical Valley, rad 3900 m in Kliumbu. 

1800 to 3000 m, up to 3®°° *‘'' 2 ,oo^^rels hillside scrub undergroivth, 


low HI, AfiCCU mUSJOC SCTUU UJ4UL«t».L. 

opra tra of cultivation. Not confined to thick growth as most 

rad VOICE. AS in 1314. 

on outer reelrices much broader. 

MEASURXUENtl .j.,^ Tail 

IVTng H'u . 

(fromrlull) ^ 

<?<? 27-81 lB->9 ,90 nun 

P 9 22-80 e. ^ Tlesmng) 

Weight 3 <?:? 39-^3; 3 9 9 33^ ^Bm'borny brown, paler on eomm-ra-« 
COLOURS or BARE BARIT. Iru teown- B. U y bnrur 

„d lower mandible; mouth pale yeUowish flesh- Leg* 

brown. 



465 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 7: 49-52 


BABBLERS 49 

1316. Bhutan Streaked Langhing Thrash* Gamdax lirantus imbncatus 

C.(cTTttIfix) iirJmeatas Blyth, 1843, Jour. Aaiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 951 
(Bhutan) 

Baker, FBI No. 173, Vol. 1; 1B3 
lOCAi- NAMES. None recorded. 

5 T 7 E. Bulbul J::; length c. 20 cm (8 in.), 

FIZU) CHARACTERS. As in 1314, q.v. 

sTATtJS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. Bhutan 
and \s*cstcm NEFA (Ta^vang region). Eastern limit UI^kno^^’n. Breeds bet- 
WTca 1500 and 2400 m, locally up to 3000 m. A specimen from the Buxa 
duars in May. Affects thick scrub on the edges of cultivation; also btishes 
and loi^ grass in uncidtivated areas. 

Extralimtal. Tibetan areas adjacent to its range in Bhutan and NEFA 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1314, Usually tame and con- 
fiding. On occasion behaves ver^' like Jungle Babbler, hopping about picking 
kitchen scraps around, and even entering, occupied labourers* hutments; 
scuttling off ssith squeaky Avhistles into adjoining shrubbery in alarm at 
inmates’ movements, but soon returning to feed when all is quiet again. 
BREEDING. Unrecorded; probably as in 1314. 

hlusEUM DiACNOsa. Streaks darker than in other subspecies and occupying the 
whole feather. Rump darker than in setqfer. Upperparts uniform dark chocolate 
colom with dark shafts on head and white shafts on mantle and scapulars. Underparts 
dark chocolate with white shaft-streaks on breast. Ear-coverls duH grc>'ish brown 
with pronounced white shaft-tips, Sublcrminal band' of tail blacker and wider. 

MEASUREMENTS 


■Wing 

BiU 

Tanus 

Tan 


(firom skull) 



77-82 

17-21 

29-34 

84-102 mm 

74-80 

.18-20 

30-33 

94-102 mm 


(SA, Kinncar) 

Wright 3 cT'd’ 46-50; 4 9 9 42-45; 8^ 9 44-52 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 1315. 

1317. Maidptir Streaked Laughing Thrush* Gamdax virgaius 
(Godwin-Austen) 

TroehdopteTon tirgatm Godwin-Austen, 1874, Proc, ZooL Soc. London: 

46 (Razami under Kopamcdza Ridge, Naga HUls) 

ThchalopteTm cirgatan fumdun Koelz, 1952, Jour. ZooL Soc. Tn^ia 4: 38 
(Hmuntha, Lushai HBIs) 

Baker, FBI No. 170, VoL I: 179 
Plate 76. fig. 7 . 

LOCAL NAME. DdhphM (Cachari). 

SIZE. Mym -f ; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, forchcad and superdlium to nape white, 
lores rufous-chestnut; crown and back dark brown with conspicuous 
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white shaft-streaks. Rump oIive-brcn.Nm ^rilh pale streaks. Tail olive-brown 
'finely cross-rayed- Wings rufous-chestnut with whitish shoulders. Below, 
chin and throat chestnut shading into ochraceous-buff on rest of under- 
parts, all except chin srith •svlute shaft-streaks. Flanks olive-brown. Sexes 
alike. 

The larger Striated Laughing Thrush (1279) has a loose mop-like crest 
and no superdlium. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. Assam 
hills in Cachar (the whole of the hill-ranges, according to Baker), Nagaland, 
Manipur and Mizo Hills (sec map, p. 45) ; from c. 900 to 2400 m. Affects 
damp c\’crgrccn forest wlh hcav>» imdcrgrowth, stunted oak forest with 
undergrowTh of ferns and other plants, and thick secondar)’ growth. 

Extraltmitcl. The Chin Hills of Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not gTCgarious and not as nois>* as other laughing 
thrushes, shy and retiring. Generally keeps in pairs to thick undergrowth 
and on the ground, seldom showing itself. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects; doubtless also berries and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. A peculiar, soft, single-noted call and some sweet 
conversational notes. 

BREEDDJC. Season, April to July. Xest, a deep, stoutly built cup of tendrils, 
dead leaves, grasses, roots, fine bents, bamboo-leaves, bracken and moss, 
lined \s'ith rootlets. Well concealed in thick bushes, from near the ground 
to about t^vo metres up. Eggs, 2 or 3, more often the former, clear blue with 
sometimes a greenish tinge, indistinguishable from those of G. lineatus. 
Average size of 100 eggs 26 X 19*2 mm (Baker). 

Ml’Seum Diagnosis. Sec Firid Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. ciL 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill Tarsus 

Tan 

tfQ 

85-89 

(from feathers) 

c. 17 C.31 

110-115 

6 «?<}' 

1 9 

82-87 

81 

(from skull) 

~ mm 

21 mm 

(Hdmich) 

(Baker) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown, somefimes yellowish; orbital sldn dusk)’ 
plumbeous. Bill vcr>’ dark to blackish brown. Legs and feet fleshy ; claws brownish ; 
sole ycllo^vish. 

1318. Browncapped Laughing Thrush* Gamtlax custeni ausiem 
(Godwin-Austen) 

Trodialopteron cusUni Godwin-Austen, 1870, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 39: 105 
(Hengdan Peak, N. Cachar) 

Baker, FBI No. 146, Vol. 1: 160 
Plate 76, fig. 6 

local name. Dac^geijach-uba ( G ad i a ri ). 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 22 cm (9 in*). 
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field characters, a rufous-broivTi laughing thrush ivith underparts 
barred and mottled with whitish and browm. A pale iving-bar and pale 
grey outer edge of \ring. Sides of neck finely streaked ivith white. Tail 
rufous-browu above, blackish below' with ■white tips. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Scarce residenL Assam in the Khasi, 
Cachar and Mizo hills, Nagaland and Manipur; from 1800 to 2700 m, 
less often down to 1500 m, rarely 1200 m. Affects oak and rhododendron 
forest, bushes in rarincs and clearings, and bamboo thickets along forest* 
margins. 

Exiralimilal. Another subspecies on Mt \^ctoria, Pbin Hills. 

GENERAL HABITS. K-ccps in pmrs or small family parties, moving along 
me ground xmder co%’cr of thickets, occasionally climbing in low bushes. 
Reluctant to fly and W’hcn forced to, does so %vith the usual fluttering and 
sailing, 

FOOD. Insects and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. A liquid three-noted whistle to msetjau very rcmimsccnt 
o that oTPelbmnm rufeeps but much louder; also a soft tick when working 
m the underbush and some loud harsh calls like a wounded tree pie (SDR). 

R pleasant, flute-like phrase, easy to imitate, ti-ti-ti-tia-tin-ti the fourth 
note longer and lower, wath several variarions; call-note, a double, loud, 
Tttounding whistle krru-hrui alarm- note, a subdued krUpp . . . krUpp , . . 
krSpp frequently and quickly repeated (Heinrich). 

BREEDiNc. Season, April to August, mostly the latter half of April and 
>. Ptest, cup-shaped, made of tendrils, roots, Icav’cs, moss, grass, etc., 

^ 'rith rootlets and a few bents. Usually placed in bushes ^^Tthin a couple 
^ metres from the ground, sometimes up to three metres in small trees, 
usually 3, sometimes 4, occasionally 2, white. Average size of 46 eggs 

26'3 X I9inm(Bakcr). 

MraruM Diacnosu- See FIdd Characteo; for details of plumage Baker, loc. ql 

NEASUEEMExn 


Wing 

BiU 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus TaU 

4 (?<? 90-100 

I V 90 

C.20 

r. 35 e, 120 mm 

Wc'ghi 4 o’d’ 63-74; I 


(Baker, 9 wing by SDR) 

59 g (SDR). 


-OURS OF BAKE PARTS, Iris brown to pale wbitidi brown. BUI black. Legs 
^ fet braa-a. 


1319. Blneivixiged Laughing Thrush. Gemdex s^namatss (Gould) 

le-V-cTCls Gould, 1835, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 48 (Sikkim) 

udrjsratn Korir, 1952, Jour. ZooL Soc. India 4: 38 
(P)TiunIa, Kfeasia Hnis) 

Baker, FBI No. 164. VoL 1 : 1 74 
Plate 76, fig. 5 

NAMES. Tennal-phs (Lepeba) ; PCeicrt (Bhutea). 

Myna -L; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS- A dark olive-bro%v’n laugliing thrush svith black 
scaly markings over the whole body, espedally on back. A black superdlium 
and white eye, very conspicuous. Wing black with pale blue outer edge and 
a large rufous shoulder-patch. Both upper and under tail-coverts chestnut; 
tail blackish %vith a rufous tenmnal band. Sexes alike. 

Thc similarly scaly spcdcs subtmicolor (1320) lacks the black superdlium, 
has buff wings and belly, and the outer rcctrices tipped white. 

STATUS, distributton and habitat. Resident, uncommon in. the Hima- 
la>’as, more common south of Brahmaputra R. From central Nepal (BisAvas, 
JBNHS 59: 215) cast through Dariceling, Sikkim, Bhutan and I^FA to 
the Mishmi Hills; the hills of Assam, Nagaland and Manipur. In the Hima- 
layas breeds between 1000 and 2400 m, mostly 1300-2200 m (recorded at 
3400 m in srintcr in the Da^'ecling district by Meinertzhagen). In the Khasi 
and Cachar hills,- breeds mostly bct^vecn 900 and 1200 m, more sparingly 
to 1500 m, occarionally to 1800 m. Affects humid dense bushes, ringal 
bamboo and rhododendron, espedally along the banks of streams and 
risers. 

ExtraJimitaL Extends to western and northern Burma, and \v'cstcm 
Yunnan; also northern \fietnam- 

CENERAL HABrrs. Foimd singly or more usually in pairs or small family 
parties keeping dose, to the groimd in dense cover. An inveterate skulker, 
seldom taking flight when alarmed, diving into thicker cover and escaping 
silently and unsectL 

food. Insects, berries and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Gall-note, a thrush-like chick (SDR) ; some rich and 
full conversational notes (Baker) ; clamouring loudly when cxdtcd (Mcinertz- 
bagen). Song rendered as ao’^ickite-to-go and free-for-yoa (Fleming). 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to July. P^est, a compact cup of leaves, fine 
tNvigs, grass, roots and some moss, bound wTth a few tendrils and long 
roots, lined with rootlets. Usually placed in Imv bushes within a rouple of 
metres fiom the ground. Eggs, normally 3, often 2, seldom 4, deep blue, . 
unmarked. Average size of 50 eggs from Assam 29*4 x 20*7 mm (Baker). 
Eggs taken in Sikkim by Osmaston differ in bring much paler and bigger, 
nine eggs av'craging 29*9 X 22 '2 mm. 

Museum Diacntjos. See Firid Characten. Appears to be ditaorphic, setae birds 
ha%Tng a bronze-coloured tail witb ruToio tip and the crown coacolorous with the 
©then a blade tall and ashy crown. Sides ofhead and loro taay be rufous or 
olh-e-btuwn. For details of plumage, see Baker loc. riL 


MEASUREMENTS 


lying 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(? 9 99-105 

24-25 

39 

97-103 tnm 
(H\W) 

<3'd’ 100-106 

— 

— 

102-107 ma 

9 1 93-103 

Weight 1 9 84 g (SA). 


— 93 (one) tna 

(Hrinrich, Mayr, EB, SDR) 


COLOURS OF BAStz FARTS. Iris ivory while (brown in juvenile). Bill dark bro w n. 
Legs and feet flesh. 
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1320. Plaincoloured Langhing Trtmsli. juiiOTtcofof 

' (Blyth) 

Trochalt^UronsvhumeotoTmyiht 1843, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 12:952 (Nepal) 
lanthoarxla sttivmcolor griseata Rothschild, '1921, Novit 2col. 28: 33 
(ShweU'Salween Divide, Yunnan) 

Baicr. FBI No. 160, yol. 1 : 171 
Plate 76, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAUES. Tomol-pho (Lepcha); Jfabm (Bhutca). 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An olive**brown laughing thrush With dartscaly mark- 
ings over the whole body plumage. Crown and nape washed with grey. Bill very 
short. Central rectriccs olive-brown ; the rest largely black, the outer three 
tipped ^vhitc. A large straw-coloured patch on wing, the outer edge very pale 
grey, some flight-feathers with pale tips. Abdomen buff, also scaly. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from G. sguamaltts by lack of the black supercilium; also 
by the straw-coloured wing-patch and the white-tipped outer rectriccs. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to some vertical 
movements; loc^y common. Eastern Nepal [Ham district; Ting Sang, 
c. 86®E. long. (Dicssclhorst) ; also a probable sight record from tlie Ghautara 
district, central Nepal (Biswas, JBNHS 59: 215)], Daijecling, Sikkim; 
Bhutan and NEFA to the Mishrni Hills. Breeds from 1 800 to at least 3600 m 
(from 2100 to 3900 m in northern Burma). Recorded in winter from 800 
to 3400 m; a withdrawal from the lughest zone in the cold season is probable. 
Affects thickets of Rubus and dwarf rhododendron, bamboo, imdcrgroxvth 
in mixed deciduous forest,- and secondary growth. Occurs both- in thick 
forest and open areas (‘over alpine meadow*, Cranbrook, JBNHS 37: 353). 

ExtralimiUzl. Extends to southeast Tibet, northeast Burma and north- 
west Yunnan; another race in northern Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in fiocks of ten to fiventy birds in the non- 
breeding season, moving through tangles of bushes and vines or on the ground. 

FOOD. Insects (beetles, grasshoppers, etc.), snails, centipedes, bcfrics 
and green vegetable matter. 

VOICE and calls. A clear whistle of four notes, a sharp alarm-note and 
some squeaky conversational notes. 

BREEDING. Season^ April to June. J/est, cup-shaped, made of grass, moss, 
lined wth soft bamboo leaves. Placed in bushes or on a low branch ^vithin 
a metre or so from the ground. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale greenish blue, unmarked. 
Three eggs measure 29’5 X 23 to 30'3 X 23 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. ot. 

Young, like adult but upperparts, especially rump, more rusty with the black 
scalloping barely indicated. Tliroat dark brown, breast more rusty brown, scalloping 
absent or faintly indicated. Rectriccs narrower. 

measurements 

TaU 

e. 100-105 mm 
(Baker) 

' 95-120 ram 

(Mayr, SDR, SA) ' 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 


(from feathers) 

<.35 

_tf9 

90-95 

18 



(from skull) 

36-40 

eJ'9 

90-100 

13-20 

7 dn9 

89-96 

mm (Stresemann). 
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Weight 3 tfe? 63-69 g (GD, SA). ‘ 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris Straw. Dm blackish brown. Legs and feel homy brown. 

1321. Prince Henry’s Laughing Tlmuh. Garrutax fintrici (Oustalet) 

Trochalopterm Hmtd Oustalet, 1892, Ann. Sd, Nat. 12: 274 
(South Itbet n Aio and Soutu) 

Baker. FBI No. 176, Vol. 1 : 183 
.PUte^T*’ fig. 11 - 

LOCAL, NAME. JoTTto (= the lady. Tibetan). 

. SIZE, Myna -f ; length c. 25 cm (10 in.).- 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, CTOwn and back mouse grey. Lores and ear* 
coverts dark chestnut-brmvn, \rith fine white superdlium abo\*e and white 
crescentic check-patch below. Folded ^^^ngs ashy \vith a blackish shoulder- 
patch and a larger rufous patch. Tail blackish grey tipped Avith white. 
Below, huffish grey diffusely dark streaked, with chestnut vent and under 
tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

rrATUs, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Common resident, subject to \’crtical 
movements. Southeastern Tibet and probably NEFA in Tibetan fades 
(upper Subansiri and Tsangpo basins).' Also locally in the upper Anm 
Valley, just north of the Nepal border (Wollaston, Ibis 1K22: 506). The 
dominant laughing thrush bcuvecn 2700 and 4500 m, descending to 2000 in 
in winter. Affects scrub in the dry as well as the W’ct zone. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs during the breeding season, othenvue 
in small parties, always on the move, seldom sho^ving itself, fi)’ing low 
from cover to cover. 

FOOD. Unrecorded. Doubtless berries and insects. ' 

VOICE and calls. Has the typical noisy chatterings of the genus, and a 
fluty call whoh-hee (Waddell in FBI). Its call-notes raemblc those of G. 
offinis with which at times it associates (Ludlow). 

BREEDiNO. Season, May and June. a rather untidy structure of 
dried grass, dead leaves, strips of bark, moss, etc. lined with dry twisted 
grass. Placed in low bushes and hedges. Eggs, 2 or 3, indistinguishable from 
those of G, eiythrocephalus. Average size of 13 eggs, 30‘5'X 21 mm (Ludlow). 

Museum Diacnosb. See Firid Characters. 

Young, like adult but browner; car-coverU blackish instead of brown. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 3 103, 106, 111 mm; 10 9 9 101-107 mm (Ludlow. The figure 130 

given in Jib 1944: 77 is a for 103 mm.) 

Bill (from skull) 23; tarsus 37; tail 137 mm (MD). 

Hartert (p. 632) gives 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from feathen) 

(Tt? ”5 \ 22.23 ,.37 _ 

9 9 f 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irfs cfimson. BUI out-brown. Legs and feet dark 
plumbeous. 

. n,. looliiy ShoaU (- Sbo»,) si™ inFBI 1: 1B3 !. nol in Ihe MiJ»i KilU but fa 
Tlibet M pointrf out by Ludlow, JHs J9M; 77, 


TaU 


140-150 mm 
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Garrulax AFnND Blyth 
Key to the Subspecies 

Edgings of breast-feathers greyish white and conspicuous, ..... 

...,G. a. a^irds 

Edgings of breast-feathers dull grey and rdativcly inconspicuous 

...G. a. beOuUt 

1 322. Western Blackfaced Langhing Thrush. Garrulax afinh affinis 
Blyth 

Garrutax aptir Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12 : 950 
(Nepal = central Nepal) 

CamJax ajms Jkmhp Rand, 1953, Nat. Hist. Misedianea, No. 116: 2 
(Lete, Baglung DisL, West Nepal) 

Baber, FBINo. 161 (part), Vol. 1: 172 
Plate 77, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAisES. None recorded. . , ■■ 

SIZE. Myna ±; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD caiARAcrrERS. As in 1323, q.v. . 

status, DBTRiBtmoN and habitat. Resident, subject to verntad move- 
ments, fairly common. West-centra] and cen^ NepJ. Br^ 

2800 and 4100 m, winters bettveen 1500 and 3600 m. Affects pmc and birch 
Lhickets, bamboo, juniper and stunted rht^odenton. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1323. 

BREEDINO.' As in 1323. 

MosJuM DlAONOSis. See 1323 under Museum DiagnmiL 

beasureuekts and colours of bare parts. As in 1323. . 

1323 Eastern Blackfaced Langhing Thrush. Garrulax ajvdr brihrlai 
Rand & Fleming 

Garrutax affrur Uihslaa Rand & Fleming. 1956 , F.ddiana, Zool. 39, No. 1: 2 
(Thangu, Su^m) 

Baber, FBI No. 161 (part), Vol. 1 : 172 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna ± ; mmdy black ivith a white malar patch, 

field characters. Mom, ^ ^ brown, finely scalloped. 

wSttc^^cS^wvTdis'S 

“^cTlackTccl^'tii two white patches combined with yeUow-and-slate 

wings identify Common resident, subject to vcrfical 

status, dbtribution ““ • TVjrteding Sikkim, Bhutan, western 

movementi. The eastern Imir of bCsj^ HiUs 

NEFA [Tawang (Whistler. Ihs 1941 ; 173). Tsu vauey. 
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m,ilrv TBNHS 24: 75) and probably throughout the Agency at luilable 
■ KonS^ne of irhighes.-'al.itudeWing dirmhes b^mg 
and’4200 rn, mm^y f 3^ 

,'^ro^ a^^banSL in mixed oak aud conifer, or bird, and fir forest, 

“IrSr -ends to southwestern 

Szechuan breeding season, otherwi« 

general HABITS, iv ps ^ p^ — Hiirinp thc sunuBcr moiiths, 

in smaU parties usually not m mostly in bushes, often near 

Toonl^Bf^cs^^a^. muruura. GaulUuria, svild sfiawberrics, eta), 
crab-apples, sc^d^^ conversaUonal chuckles of t^ 

VOICE and calls. me f, fctanford). Song, uttered from 

genus. Alarm, a long rolling »’ 'ff- ^ usually remaining 

fTdevated posifion, thn top ofa hml^ mou^d. monotonom and 
hidden by ' Sc (Cranbrook), probably the same 

BREEDINO. Season, May an J Nver of drv rhododendron 

s:;:wU;;a - 

^2 im (Baker). Like many speaes of the g«>». txtth parenu g 

loe. eil- , , j 1. i„s, edecs to mande and aihy «d|0 

nrst primary) not present (Whisder). 

Wng Bill Taron TaH 

55-40 (3) 134-135 (7) me. 

i^llo M 3^2(2) IlM37(2^mm 

59 102-110 23 () H^tneamg.SA) 

Wing 28 rf 9 99-109 mm (Streremann). 
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Wdght 8 <f (J< 67-80; 6 9 9 66-72 g (GD, SA, SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Iris brown or ' oIive*lhaki Bill bomy black, 
pmkob- or homy brown; claws dark brown. 

GaRRUUUC £RYTHROCEPHALtS (VlgOn) 

Key to the Snlnpecies 

(AU races intcrgrade along their ghxn boimdaries) 


A Chin and throat bladk 
a Crown chestnut 

1 Paler 

. . . G. ryOaocephxlus 

Page 

57 

59 

b Anterior crown streaked with blade 




3- Upper b:^ paler 

G. r. idgnaenSas 

59 

4 Upper back darker 

G. r. vKpTuieRS 

60 

B Chin and throat chestnut 



c Back and breast with black round spots 



5 Superdlium absent or less pronounced. . . . 

G. f. etydtnlaar^ 

62 

6 A wdl-marked grey superdlium 

G. B. godzvn 

61 

d Bade and breast with brown oval spots 

G. #. daysopterus 

61 


1324. Redheaded Lasg^dng Thrush* Gmvlax erytkroctpkatus 
ayfhnctpknlus (VIgon) 

Cbietosena e^throct^tehm Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 171 (Himalayas, 
r estr i cted to Chamba by Baker, 1920, * Handlist *: 15, an action which takes pre* 
cedence over the restriction to Sinjla-Ahnora area by 'ncchurst & Whistler, 1924, 
Ibis: 468-73, or to Simla by Vaiiric, 1953, Bull. Brit. Om- CL 73: 78) 

Ba ker, FBI No . (part), VoL 1 : 163 
Plate 76, hg. 4 

XjOCal nasces. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna i; length c. 28 cm (11 in,). 

-FIELD CHARACTERS. An olivc-brown laughing thrush with rufous- 
chestnut crmvn and nape, black chin and scale-like black markings on 
breast, neck and upper bade. \Vmg and sides of tail olive-yellow; a chestnut 
ihotilder-patch- Underparts deep ferruginous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Rcadcnt, locally common, subject 
to vertical movements. The Himalayas from Changla Gali and Murrec 
east to Kumaon, Breeds between 1800 and 3300 m, optimum zone 2100- 
2700 m. From mid October to early April found mostly bctt\*ecn 1200 and 
2000 m and probably also higher, descending to e, 700 m during cold spells. 
Affects dense undergrowth of dwarf rhododendron, RubuSy Berberisy etc. on 
hillsides, along nullahs, and at the edge of terraced cultivation and upland 
pastures. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps m pairs in the breeding season, othervsise in 
parties of four to six, sometimes up to thirty individuals, often in company 
with (7, dboguleans or <?. Frequen6 Iow cover, flying restlessly from 

btjsh to bush or bouncing quickly o\’er the ground, the long slightly 
raised, and digs under dead leaves; somerimes seen at medium heights in 


Gonviax erythroccpfifllw 



(yMlljfiy/Arf>rrf .^/uj ( 1 324) *0^ (1355), nigrimrn/itr (1326). 

H irtpndtTts (1327). goiirini (1329). ' l iiniia ck^soptcnis (1328). 

^ ciythrolctTrux (1330). 


moss-covered trees, less often high up in trees. Shy, a great skulker and 
usually silent; easily overlooked and difficult to observe even when its 
<di 2 tractcristic chuclding murmurs proclaim its proximity in the under- 
growth. 

FOOD. Insects, snails, leeches (once), seeds, berries and other vegetable 
matter. Food appears to be predominantly animal in spring and summer, 
and vegetal in autumn (Diesselhont) and very likely also in svintcr, this 
being probably true for other high-altitude laughing thrushes as well. 

VOICE and calls. A constant series of low twitters and chuckles when 
moving through thickets. A deep chunring alarm-note m-a-r-r-r-r. The song 
consists of several short phrases given three or four times at intervals of a 
few seconds: pearUUey V>^TeapeTy io-Teal-yeary you reap (Fleming). Other calls: 
a clear double whistle pkeeou otpiwcfp easily imitated and to which the bird 
responds (HkV). A loud wee-ou<M~wfdPy the last note higher and louder 
[probably uttered by a different bird] (Smythics) sometimes given separately, 
sometimes in runs. Questing note, when looking for mate that has bc^ 
shot, a soft musical single twi-et-you repeated c\'cry half-second or so (once 
for over 10 minutes) while hopping in the shrubb^ (SA). 

BREEDiNC. Season, May to August. AVrf, a substantial, cup-shaped struc- 
ture of broad grass bents, fern fronds, moss and dead leaves, lined tvith 
rootlets. Usually placed in a bush tsithin a couple of metres from the ground, 
Bg^s, 2 or 3, turquoise-blue sparsely marked with liver-coloured blotches 
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and streaks, mostly at the broad end. Average site of 100 eggs 28*4 X 
21*4 mm (Baker). Commonly brood-parasitized by Pied Crested Cuckoo 
and hawk-cuckoos. 

Musauu Dxaokosb. The palest member of an cast-west dine. Cnm-n entirely 
rufous. For detaBs of plumage see Baker, loc. dL 
Young, as adult but mantle tinged brown, black spots absent; c hin black; 
throat rusty-olive, no spots; car-cm’crts less markedly chestnut, Underparts grey 
with a buffy tinge; edges to wnp duller. Rectriccs narrower. 

KZASURXUENTS. As in 1325. 

COLOURS OF BAR£ BARTS. Iris gTcyish hazel. BUI blackish brown. Legs and feet 
bom-brown. 

1325. Nepal Redheaded LangHng Tlirash- Gsmdcx aythrocephdsa kali 
Vaurie 

GotsIst nylhrocephshis ksli Vaurie, 1953, BulL Brit. Om. CL 73: 78 
(Lct^ Kali Ri^’cr Valley, Baglung ffisL, west-central Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 148 (part), VoL 1 : 163 
LOCAL KASfKs. None rec o rded. 

SIZE. Myna -J-; lengdi c. 28 cm (I I in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1324, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and KABTrAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. 'Western and central NepaL Altitudinal distribution and 
habitat as in 1324. 

general HABns, FOOD and voice. As in 1324. 

1 EREEDKO. As in 1324. 

» Mesruu DiAONons. Intermediate between 1324and 1326. Crown endrdyrufoua. 

) SOAICRncZNTS 

i kVing BUI TaU 

‘ ' (from dniU) 

|f 100-105 25-26 1 14-117 mm 

9 9 92-105 24-25 106-103 mm 

,< (BB, Rand 6: Fleming) 

COtOXJRl OF BARE BARTS. As in 1324. 

/ 

(i 1326. Sll clcim Redheaded I^aughlng Thrash- Comdex e^flhroc^hslas 
jsgriner.tus (Oates) 

tejrTtj-e-js-t Oates, 1839, Fauna BriL India, Edi^ ed. 1, 1: 91 
^ (The Himalayas from Nepal to the Pafla HIQs in Assam, inferentjally restricted 
to Sikkim, by Kiaaear, 1937, Ibis: 32) 

Baker, F BI N o. jSO (part), VoL 1 : 164 
Plate 76, £ig. 5 

LOCAL KAiczt. (Lcpcha); Pesxsr^ (Bhutca). 

■ 12ZE. Myna -f-; length c. 28 cm (I I in-). 

HELD CSARACTERS. As in 1 S24. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. East Nepal, Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan, western NEFA 
(Tawang) and southeast Tibet; from 2000 to 3000 m (Nepal), 3300 in 
(Bhutan) in summer, and from 1200 to over 3000 m in winter [recorded 
at 3500 m in December (Meiaertzhagen) and from Buxa duars 600 m in the 
same month]. Affects forest with thick imdcrgrowlh and especially tangled 
bushes on steep sidfs of ravines. 



GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1324. 

BRLEDiNO. As in 1324. Eggs, usually 2, rarely 3, turquoise-blue 
marked tvith liver-coloured blotches and streaks. Avera^ size of 32 ^g s 
28-5 x20-9inm(Bakcr).Sizeor2eggs31-2 x2l-7aad28-2 x21-5mm 
(Ludlow). 

Museuu Diagnosis. Differs from kali (1325) in having the rides of cro wn g re y , 
the rufous restricted to nape, the anterior part of crown being bro a dly with 

bUd:; ear-coverts bUck vrith pale edgea. 

UEASURZSIZNTS 




BOl 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

T.a 

d’d' 

97-107 

23-25 

37-43 

1IO-I24 Bim 

99 

9J-103 

22-25 

39-42 

1 OS-125 mm 


(Rand & Fleming, SA) 

Weight 14 (fiji 75-89; 7 9 9 >0-88 g (GD, SA). 

cOLOtTRs OF BARE PARTS. IHs olive-brown or haad-brown. Bill homy 
Legs and feet brownirii flesh; claws homy brown. 


1327. NEFA Redheaded Laag^tdng Thrush* Gemdsx ejythocepbxlas 
ieipTudcns Ripley 

CerrSir c-^radn-j Ripley, 1948. Proc. BioL Soc. Washington 61 : 102 

(Tidding Saddle abcn*e Dreyi, Mishmi HTTls, northeast Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 150 (part), VcL 1: 164 
mcAL XAstzs. None recorded, 
snx. Myna -f-; length c. 28'cm (U in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As m 1324. Scc Muscum Diagnoris. 

STATUS, DSTRjBUTTON and HAEtTAT. Common resident, sulject to vertical 
movements. NEFA from the Dafia to the Mishmi hiHs; limits undetermined. 
Altitudinal dhtribudon and habitat presumably as in 1326. 

GENERAL HABITS, POOD and VOICE. As in 1324. 
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'■ handbook VOLUME 7 : 61.1 

babblers 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs fr^y^ • • 

upp« bad:, and darker cwCwn H - ' 

ba^g on throat and brcaat; more fulvom wS ^ '“btcrndnal 

broaat. Thia colour fade rapidly a^"wr, “■ “P'’ tWt 

^mne the reddiah brown tone JimLdJ. ^ °f m«riaantai tend to 

measurements. As in 132$ 

cOLOuna or nann ratttr. Ida brown. Bill black. Leg, and feet brown. 

1328: Khasi Redheaded Langhine Thrush, r r 

chr.sopL.fa^"^ 

/antoa Gould. 1835, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 48 - 

(Hunalayaa mm = Khaai Hilla) 

Baker, FBI No. 153, Vol. 1 : 166 
LOCAL NAXIES. None recorded. 

®E. Myna +; length c. 28 cm (llin.) ^ 

Mnis'betwe^ 120o“^d“- 

general HABm, POOD and VOICE. “1304“'’“ P*"' 

breedino. Season, April to July JP/st as in 1 39a *■ 
sometimes 2, more boldly maied th^’tLTol An 
Average size ofSO eggs 30-6 x 21 -6 mm (B^er) races. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from other race, in 1 .™- L 

spots instead of black round spots on back and br^f aT” 7 
Ear-coverts rufous, more or less Unpfd ur;#l, supercUium. 

■ "r,S';L,rS: 

- present. “““* ^"1 primary, narrower rectrice. 

measurements 

Tarsus TaU 

(from fealhcis) 

c?9 101-106 20-21 00 

‘-38 110-115 nun 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris yellowish or nrem-.L t. (Baker) 

dark homy brown. Leg, and fee. fleshy or yelloSeor”' 
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.32.. 

TrochaUptem, aythrmpha^ godwini Harington. 1914,. Bull. BriL Om. a 33- 92 
(Hengdan Peak, N. Cachar Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. I5I, Vol. I: 165 
ZkOcal NAME.''Da«-^iw-ZffA (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna -f-; length c. 28 cm (11 in.). 

field characters. As in 1324. See Museum Diagnosis. 


TIMALIINAE 

growth in evergreen forest, stunted oak and ^ ^^ccts under* 

general habits, food aid , 3 ^ rhododendron semb.' 

BREEDmo. Not recorded. Probably as in 1328 

measurements grry’cr. 

Wins tJ'd' 97-103; 9 9 93-106 mm (SDR). 

Weight tjid' 74-92 g (SDR). ' 

“^rkish hmim. Up 


1330. 

TmIushpieTon eylhwlaema Hume, 1881, Stray Feather, 10: 153 ' 

(Match!, E. Manipur Hills) 

B Acr, FBI No. 149, Vol. 1 : 164 
LOCAL .NAMES. None recorded. 

SEE. Myna +; length e. 28 cm (11 in.). 

mLD CHARACTERS. As in 1324. See Museum Diagnosis 

3‘i,»“S'£B2L"a"^ 

Extrahmital. Chin Hilk and Arakan Yomas. ThcT^ci« ^d, tn 
southwestern Yunnan and northern Vietnam, 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1324. 

VOICE and calls. The song consists of three loud, far-carrying flute- 
Wc note hmmu repeated every few seconds, the Erst and totTote short 

^^a^ “"rh “ raalrr- 

fflSSS.? ■ -W «< 

-■'« *”"3= 

Museum DiAONOSn. Differ, from the nominate race (1324) in having a pry 
uc f”* =“P"°ltuin, the ear-covert, pinkish rufom, the point of chin pry 
Md the throat and breast chestnut, nearly concolorou, with crown. Spots on bad 
browner; spot, on breast much mailer and triangular, not hemliphcriml. 
measurements 

Wing 10 dieJi 98-106; 899 92-102 mm (Stresemann). 

COLOUR, OF BARE PARTS. A, in 1329. 

Gahrulax jPHOENicEus (C5ould) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Paler; grey of belly more pronounced C.p. laieri 

Darker; grey of belly lea pronounced G.p.pheeniccu 
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1331. Himalayan Crimsonwinged Langhing Thmsfa. Ganulax 
pnaenieeus phoeniceus (Gould) 

Imlhocincla phomUea Gould, 1837, leones Av., pi, 3 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 156, Vol. 1 : 168 
Plate 77, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Tilji.phs (Lepcbn) ; Repcha (Bhutea). 

SIZE. Myna ± ; length e. 23 cm (9 in.) . 

ohVe-brown laughing thrush with bright crimson 
Mdes of Wd, wmgj tips of under tail-covcrts. A black superciUum. 

S«eraUI^ outer rectrices. 

STATUS, Dis^tmoN and HABrrAT. Resident, locaUy common, subject 
to sl^ht verDcpl movements or nomadism in winter. From Nepal (not 
reMided smee H^gson s days and probably restricted to the easternmost 
part) rast through Darjeelmg, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA to the Mishmi 
^ ™ seasons, reaching the foothills (duars, 

wnter. Affects undergrowth in evergreen forest and dense 
thickets ol secondary growth on the edge of cultivation and along streams. 

GENERAL HABITS, POOD and VOICE. As in 1332, q.v. 

BREEDINO. As in 1 332. Average size of 50 eggs M-9xl8-5mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from hakeri in being darker. For details of plumage 
8 CC Baker, loc. cit. 

Young, like adult but crimson of face less brilliant; upperparts rufous; 
superdlium less distinct; rectrices narrower; reddish tip of tail less sharply deEned! 

measurements 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1331, q.V. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT, Resident, fairly common. The hilU 
of East Pakistan and Assam south to the Chittagong region and the Mizo 
Hills, Nagaland and Mam'pur; from 900 to 1800 m, up to 2400 m in the 
eastern ranges (1400 to 2500 m on Mt Victoria). Affects dense undergrowth 
in evergreen forest or in shady deciduous forest. 

Exlralimital. Western Burma. The species extends to southern Yunnan 
and northcni Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. A skulker like most others of the genus. Keeps in pairs 
or small parties of four or five individuals according to the season, some- 
times in the mixed hunting parties. Forages in undergrowth and on the 
ground, only occasionally going up in trees. 

FOOD. Insects, seeds and berries. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a five- to sLx-note phrase, the end of which ii 
a characteristic scries of three or four notes on the same tone. The second 
note of the song is about two tones higher than the first, the last between 
the second and first. Also a four-noted call, the first and last on the same 
tone, the second and third a half tone higher (Hciniich). It also has a 
variety of squeaky conversational calls both hanh and sweet, typical of the 
genus. 

BREEDINO. Season, April to July. J{est, a deep cup of dry leaves, g^, 
fine twigs and roots, occasionily some moss, lichen or other maicriah, 
lined wth rootlets. Usually placed low down in bushes, occasionally in 
saplings up to two or three metres above the ground. Eggs, 2 or 3, rarely 4, 
blue with numerous dark brown scrolls and a few spots scattered irregu- 



Wing 

BiU 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(Baker). Both sexes take part in incubation and feeding the yo\xa%. 
Incubation period imdetcnniucd. 

o’? 

81-93 

e. 18 

(froTU skull) 

r.32 

e. 100 mm 
(Baker) 

Museum DiAONoaM. Differs from the nominate race (1331) in being paler sod 
in having the grey of the abdomen much more pronounc^ Also sakT to ^ 
smaller. 

3 (?(?- 

85-93 

20-22 , 

33-35 

92-110 mm 

MEASUREMENTS 

I 9 

85 

21 

33 

102 mm 

Wing 7 <f cT 85-90; 8 9 9 79-87 mm (Stresemann). 

2 o? 

83, 87 

20, 21 ' 

33, 35 

90, 95 mm 
(SDR, SA) 

'Wright 2 d’d' 45. 48 g (SDR). 
colours of bare parts. As in 1331. 


VYcigm z or oi, oz g ioa;. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bfown Guv.) to dccp crimsoo; orbital skin dull 
leaden-dusky. Bill dark brown to black. Legs and feel brown. 

1332. Assam Czimsonwinged Laughing Thrush. Ganulax phoemceus 
bakai (Hartert) 

Trochetopuron phemeeum bakeri Hartert, 1909, Bull. Brit. Ora. O. 33: 10 
’ (Laisung, North Cachar) - 

Troekalopieron phoe:wnan Mariam Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 38 
(Laitlyngkot, Khasi Hilb) 

Baker, FBI No. 157, Vol. 1 : 169 
LOCM. NAME. Doo-yaa-gajeo (Cachari). 

„si2E. Myna length c. 23 .cm (9 in-). 


Genus Leiothrix Swainson 

UioOvrix Swainson, 1832, Fauna Borcali-Americaaa, Bds.: 490. Type, by crigiflri 
designation, Farus /ureatas Tcmminck » Sjleia hiea Scopoli 
ilffria Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (1): 34; (2): 83. Type, by originil 
Mesia ergentaaris Hodgson 

Bni Koul, about half the Icnsib of the head, tlightly roicbcd near rip, cub» 
cuTvedr 


Key to the Specie* 

Crown bUck. 


Crown greenish. 


Z. btut 


r*r 

C5 

a 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 7: 65-68 


TIMALIINAE 


469 


BABBLERS 


65 66 


Leiothrix ABci^rrAXJius (Hodgson) 
Key to the Sohspec£es 


A Lower nape with a golden orange wash 

a Orange on nape pale and lea exten d vt £. c. cr^mfesm 

b Orange on nape deep and more extensive ,L. c, esrngalcnx 

B Lower nape without any orange wash ,L.c. vtrt^ 


Page 

65 

66 
67 


1333. ' Himalayan Sfl\*ercarcd Mesia. lAoihnx argaitirtnx ergaiiamis 
(Hodgson) 

Ariattsaffis Hodgson, 1B37, Ind- Rev, 2 (2) : 88 (Nepal) 

Batcr, FBI No. 376 (part), Vol. 1 : 354 
Plate 80, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES, Der^TopchS.l’Pho (Lepdia) ; (Pahan). 


reminiscent of the jingling call ofBlnckheaded Sibia (SA). A cheerful song 
of seven or eight notes rendered as u-ckmt, (Stanford). Wings 

frequently flirted \v*hile sin^g* 

BREEDCxO. Secsoiii April to August, Ktst, cup-shaped, r. 8*5 cm in dia- 
meter, 8 cm in overall depth, the depth of cup being c. 6*5 cm. Made of 
bamh^ or other lea\*cs, grass and moss, lined with rootlets. Placed in bushes 
-within a couple of metres from the ground, sometimes as low as a few centi- 
metres. Indistinguishable in size, structure and sitiiation from that of L. 
hiUa. EggSy 4, sometimes 3, rarely 5, also identical \sith those of L. luUa 
(1336) although eggs with a white ground arc perhaps more often found 
among those of crgenlcuris. A\*crage aze of 200 ^gs 20*9 X 16'1 inm 
(Baker). Building, incubation -snd c^e of young shared by both sexes. 
Kest completion takes about four days. Incubation begins -with first egg; 
period e. 14 days. The binis sit closely, but even when not seen lca^’ing the 
nest, soon give away the site by their fussy demonstrations. 

' Mesruv Diagnosis. For distinctioa from see 1334 under Museum Diagno- 

sis; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cat. In all races the back is greenish, >s'caring 


SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A bright-<»lourcd arboTcal babbler -with black cro^s-n 
and moustachial stripe and silvery ear- 
co%'crts, 

Male. Forehead yellow, throat and 
breast bright OTangc-ycUow. ^Vulg edged 
with ycUow’, with a crimson patch, ^th 
upper and under tail-covcrts crimson. 

Female diflen in ha^ang the under 
tail-co%'erts ochraccous and the upper 
olive-yellmv. 

Young (immature) like female but crots*n ycllo^vish. 

Easily distinguished from the RcdbUlcd Lciothrix by the black crown, 
silver)’ car-coverts, and square (not forked) taiL 

STATUS, DcriRiBUTioN and HABITAT. Rcndcnt, fairly common but less 
so west of SikHm; subject to slight vertical or erratic movements in winter. 
The Himalayas from Garhwal cast through Nepal, Daijcelmg, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and NEFA to the Dihang river; from the foothills to c. 2100 m. 
Aficcts scrub-jungle, bush-clad open spaces, secondar)* grow'th, bushes in 
evergreen forest, especially the outskirts and more open portions, abandoned 
culti\*ation clearings and tea plantations. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually seen in parties of tix to thirty birds or more 
outside the breeding season, ^eeps to bushes in forest, sometimes going 
fairly high up in the canopy. Searches actively for insects among the foliage, 
behaving much like tits, dinging to sprigs in acrobatic positions and pcenng 
under leaves, the flocks rapidly ‘ flo^ving * from tree to tree in disorderly 
foUow-my-lcadcr style, all the ^vhile uttering subdued chirrups. Seemingly 
always in great haste. Occasionally makes fly-catchir^ sallies after escaping 
insects. Pairs form in April; the birds then become very shy and hard to see. 

FOOD. Insects, seeds and berries, 

VOICE and caus. Members of a feeding party keep up a continual 
chirrup >vilK occationai loug-draNsmi’ clear whistling notes seesu-Hwencee 


togrc)-. 

Young (immature), mate and female, dull versions of ibdr r e spective adults. 
Birds can be sexed upon fledging: male has red tail-co v erts, female rust)*-grccn. 
Nestlings arc covered with pale bufi'down. Postiuvcnal moult of body, wing-coverts 
and tertials. 



^Vmg 

Eai 

(foam siull) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

<?<? 

70-81 

17-19 

24-26 

63-72 tmn 

99 

70-78 

17-18 ' 

23-24 

63-70 miTi 


(BB, CBT, SA) 

Weight I (P 25; I P 23 g (SA). 

coLOt3RS OP BARE PARTS, Ills brown to ted-brmvn. Bill orange .tinged bro%s'n 
at base; gape light orange in nestlings. Legs and feet ydlowish flesh. 

h-lBCELLANEous. This spccics and the Rcdbillcd Laothrix (1336) are 
commonly kept as cage-birds and under the name of Silver-car and Peking 
Robin rcspecth'ely largely exported to Europe and the U.SA- 


1333a. Assam SBvereared Mesia- Lewihnx ergaiUsxris aurngtiltnis (Koclz) 

Mesxa erierjcaii esrn^ttirm Koclz, 1953, Jour. ZooL Soc. India 4: 153 
(Tura Mountain, Garo HiUs. Assam) 

Baker, FBI No, 376 (part), VoL 1 : 354 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rc co rdctL 

SIZE. Sparrow; length 1 . 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD caABACTERS. As in 1333, q.v. ^ 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT- Common resident. Assam in the 
Garo, Khad and hCzo hills, and East Pakistan in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracis; from c. 900 to 1500 m. Habitat as in 1333. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As ID 1333. 

BREEDING. As in 1333. 
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XlxznxiM Diagnosis. MoTerichlycolouredthaiicrjCTUcar£f;orangeannapedecpcr 
and more extensh'C, likettise that colour on forehead and underparts- In wtjju 
(1334) the orange does not descend so far on breast and back. 

KEASURXMENTS and COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As In 1333. 


1334. Bnnnese SUvereared Mesia. Ldtiihix crgailecnis cen:^ 
(Mayr &. Greenway) 

Afma’crjettnfrfr rrm ^' Ma)T &. Grccaway, 1938, Proc, New England CL 17: 3 
(Hai Bum, Upper Burma) 

tiisiSsix eygerJc:ais gntmdis Riplc)’, 1948, Proa BioL Soc. Washington 61; 103 
(Dcning, hCshmi HHls) 

Baker, FBI No. 376 (part), Vol. 1 : 354 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 1333, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Commou resident, NEFA in the 
Mhhmi Hills, Assam in the Cachar hills, Nagaland and hfanipur; from 
e, 700 to 1500 m. Habitat as in 1333. 

Extrclvrilal. Northern Burma and Western Yunnan. The spedcs extends 
cast to \Tctnam and south through the Malay Peninsula and Sumatra. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1333. 

BREEDINC. As in 1333. 

Museum Diacnoss. Differs from erienUssis in basing the nape )’clloviish olive 
without any goldca-crangc wash. Throat %vithout any reddish wash and with an 
ochraccous striation. The stalcsncal by Ma)T loc. ciL that it differs in its smaller 
sire is not borne out by mearurcracats of larger series. 

MEArURLMENTS 

IVing Tan 

d" d' 72-79 (1) 65 mm 

9 9 72-75 (2) 64. 65 mm 

(SDR, Msjt) 

^Ve:sht o'c"' 25-26; 9 9 22-25 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OT B.ABt PAScTs, As in 1333. 

Leiothrix lutea (Scopoli) 


Key to the Sal»pec5es 

Inner primaries conspicuously edged wih red ..... .X- L 

Red on edge of primaries reduced or absmt L. 1. ferxcierjir 


1335. Western Redbilled Leiothrix. Lnolhix IvUc hsr^^jzs "Whistler 

XrirtViar Isifs is-rcirrsis Whisder, 1943, BulL Brin Om. CL 63: 62 
(Drtira Dun, United Provinces) 

Baker, FBI No. 351 (part). VoL 1 : 32S 
tocAL KASccs. .Vetj A e s (Dehra Dunl; /kcrej Rsisi (avicuIti-Tuts' came). 
SITE. Sparrow — ; length 1 . 13 cm (5 m.). 


68 TIMALIINAE’ 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1336 but lacks crimson on wing. See hluscum 
Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon resident, subject to 
slight vertical or erratic movements in winter. The western Himalayas 
from Kashmir (1 specimen in Brit. Mus. collected byBiddulph; 2 specimens 
in the Indian Museum, by Stoliezka) cast to Kumaon. Breei frnm 1000 
to 2400 in. Recorded in winter from 1000 to 2100 m but more frequent 
at the lower levels. Affects scrub and secondary growth on outskirts of 
cultivation. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As in 1335. 

BREEDING. As in 1336. 

Museum Dlkcnosb. Distinguished from eslt/urga (1336) by the greyer tinge of 
the green on upperparts, the )*dlowish wash on crown greener and more re str icted, 
and red on outer edge of inner primaria reduced or absent, 

mzasurusients and colours or bare parts. As in 1336. 


1536, 1337. Eastern KcdbiDed Xjeiothrix. Leinthiix (uUacali^ga 
(Hodpoa) 

Bchita Cclifjga Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Res*. 2{2): 88 (Nepal) 

Lgi^thix lairs Isir^h Koclz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc India 4: 39 
(MawTjTigkncng, Khasi Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 351 (part), Vol. 1 : 328 
Plate 80, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Jhzijhiri (Pahari); RcpchU-^ho (Lcpcha;; Dc£fiLh£-hJa-gi^‘ci9 
(Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow —; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

HELD charactters. A Sprightly greyish olive bird srith bright yellow 
throat and breast, pale lores and c)*c-rmg, and scarlet bill. ^Slng bbek ^v^th 
)'cllo'.v-and-criinson edges, and a small orange patch. Tail forked, the outer 
rcctriccs slightly cur\*ed outwards — black above olive below, cxccpl tip 
and edges which arc black. The long olive upper taii-coverts have a pale 
narrotv terminal bar; under tail-covcrts pale yellow. 

Female differs in having the crimson of wing replaced by ycHo-w. 

The olive ctowti, scarlet bill, and absence of whitish car-covcrls dis- 
tinguishes llu3 species from the Silvcrcarcd Mesia (1333). 

status, DCTRiBimoN and habitat. Resident, subject to slight vertical 
or erratic mo\-exncnts in winter, locally common. From wetem Nepal 
cast through Sikkim, Daijceling, Bhutan and NEFA at least to the Abor 
and ^^iri hills; Nagaland, Mampur «ind Assam in the Cachar HIU. Breeds 
from 1500 to 2400 ns, locally dosvn to 1000 m or up to 2700 m. ^Mnters 
betwTen 600 and 2I(X) nx Affects undergrow-th in forest, wooded ravines, 
secondar)' growth on abandoned culth-ation clearings, and tea plantations. 

ExireSsmtsl, Chin Hflis and Arakan Yomas of Burma. The species 
extends to northern \Tctnaia and north to Szechuan and Anhwd. 
Introduced into HawaHaa Islands. 

GENERAL HABTTE. Kccp in pairs in the breeding season, otherwise in 
small parties of four to six Indiriduah, usually in association with Slcch^ 
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' QiJ 

it aho" 

sometunes boppmg on the erounrf scuttog through undeigrowfh, 

food. Insects, seeds and berries. «^pnt. 

explosive f^d’k-cha'jd-Ja^ow^^ °a ^ somewhat 

second note higher): while feedino-^t—'^ sounding hke ptU-piU-piU (the 
unvaried piping “P “ wistful but 

loud, cheerful warbling remhiha-nt of ®°“S “ ® 

more prolonged and more musiST fSA) 

mainly April to June (Proud) ' ' ^ ^ P^°<i Februa^ to August, 

sh:s°Se on:;t^t -p- 

usually lined with rootlets Pla/vd I ?'“f’ or other materials, 

couple^f me^^^fg or“v f :^e“'b?'“"“- “P " 

iS;2 Jf® 

k tad-eoverts narrower and white tips merdy indicated! 
^ghter than female. PostiUvena. moult tahes pla^e in 

'V“B BiU Tanms Tail 

(&omaVuU) 

CO fitm 5^59 mm 

’’ ‘‘i-'S 24-26 53-58 mm 

ui • La 4 « ^ ^ {®®» SA, Rand & Ffcmmc) 

Weight 3 oStfi 20-23; 1 9 20 g (Dicaselhont); 12 rfi 9 21-25 g (SA). 

MWUM or BARE PABTS. Iris brown or reddish-brown. Bill coral red. black 
at base of both mandibles. Legs, feet and claws pale homy brown. 

Genus Myzornis Blyth 

Mjzmu Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 984. ' 

Type, by monotypy, Afyemtit pjrrhmm Blyth 

eoZi'^'‘r’ Bendy curved. Nostril, 

membrane, tad about two-thirds the length of wing. Tarsus long and 
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1338. K«t«aedMjr»rnI». ' 

ilCrromriymhramBIylh, 1843, Jour.- Adah Soe. Bengal 12-984 fNra,n 
Baker, HU Na 367, Vol. 1 : 345 
Plate 72, fig. 2 
LOCAL KAicE. £Ao^i^cit^/ia (Lepcha), ^ 

SEE. Sparrow -; length e. 12 cm (41 in.). 
field gharaciees. Male. Abril^tlitd;da^kgieenbini,rithreda.ri 

p™'™ ’“doped u-idi black. A hhd 

1(TO through eye. Wing black h-itl, , 
^dish streak, svhite tips and white inner edre 

■ Dia^“c^).°“'’' 
xri 1 and HABITAT. ResideBl, 

locaUy ^tnhuted, subject losomes-crticalmS 

804. breeding; Desfayes, sight record"l™ 6 ^St du^h 
Bhutan and NEFA (Pachakshiri. Ludlosy, lihTsw- M 

1^700°“' ^<=7 at suitable altitudes) ; from 1 600 to 3^ m. 

Imm ^"e™ined but probably abll 

WhT' jumper and other bushes, aUo heavy imri. 

and barnbro thickets, preferably on sunny hiUsides. ^ 

Exiraltmlal. Southeastern Tibet, northeastern and northwestern Eianu. 
OEtEB^ HABrrs. UsuaUy keeps^soh-buy, in parties of W 

^flocks frequently tn as^ation with sunblrds, warblers andthesnnlltr 
b^blm, sear^g for food amongst hushes and shrubs, sometimes up a 
trees. Habitually visits flowering shrubs and trees, especially rhododendma. 
to pro^ mto the blossoira for nectar.» Presumably assists in their ^ 
poUiMhon Mce shot specimehs often show pollen adhering to the forthtad 
Md breast-fMthcrs. Also takes insects and spiders torn the floacti and 
lohage, and from moss-covered tree-trunks, running up these in the 
ofa tree creeper or hovering at sprigs on rapidly beating wings, like a na- 
bird or flowerpccier. Occasionally captures insects by flyraicbcr.likc aoul 
^es. Observed switching up taU like a robin' while hopping .wcy. . 
bushes (J. Panday). ° " 

FOOD. Insects and spiders, flower nectar (Rkmfodmdrm, Brrtni, etc.), 
tree-sap and berries. ' 

voiCT and CAixs. Normally silent. A high-pitched (n-tn't (Desfovts). 
Song, if any, not recorded. 

ss££z>ZNo. The only authentic nest so iar known was in a deep mony 
jumper forest at c. 3700 m in Nepal. It was about 6 metres from the ground, 
close against the trunk of a large juniper and so Imbedded in moss and lichen 
that details could not be seen. Both parents ^vcrc feeding young at the time 
late May (Desixdc Proud, JBNHS 58: 804 and w ffitrl.). One egg sent 
to Hume (but authenticity' not certain) was white svithout markings. It 
measured about 17 X 13 mm. 


* The tongue possess tennmal bristles, an adaptation for nectar-feeding as la the Hooey* 
caters of the Australasian Region, or ^ the Indo-Malayaa genus OUrrfinj. 


BABBLERS yf 

Museum DiAaNoso. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. 

Female, like male but red tinge of uudoparts duUcr, red on wing and tail 
ics^nght. The primary-coverts are sometimes pale blue, not always white as given 
ux FBI. ® 

Young, male and female, duller than their respecU've adults. Juvenal timaline 
wmg and tafl characters (i.e. soft blunt first primary; nai^werrectriccs) not present. 

HEASUBEUENTS 


(?<? 

99 


Wing 

BiU 

Tarrus 

Ta'il 


(from skulf) 



57-63 

15-16 

23-24 

45-48 rarn 

56-62 

13-18 

23-24 

46-47 mm 


(not 70-75 as in FBI) 
(SA MD, Stresemann) 

Weight 3 11-13; 3 9 9 11-12-5 g (SA. SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feel yeUowuh 
brown. ^ 


Genus Gutia Hodgson 
Culta Hodgson, 1836, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 5: 773. 

Type, by original designation, Cutia mfaUnsu Hodgson 
BUI somewhat curved, notched, po'tnted, sUghtly longer than halTIength orhead;"^ 
rictal bristles very short; nostrils longitudinal, covered by a membrane; frontal 
bristles short and firm. Tail slightly rounded, about two-thinls length of wing; 
UfTper tall-coverts very long, reaching nearly to tip of tall. 


1339. N^al Chxtla« CmHo mpaUnsxs nipalmsis Hodgson 

Coda nipalinsis Hodgson, 1836, Jouf. Ariat. Soc, Bengal 5: 774 
■ (Nepal) 

Ctitia nipaimns nagaettns Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. 

Regional Exploration, No. i : 9 (Kobima, Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 353. Vot 1 : 329 
Plate 80, fig. S 

LOCAL HAMES. Kha^ (Nq>al); Motunpho, Repnun-pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FiEtD CHARACTERS. Malc. A handsomc but rather dumpy, arboreal 
bird with white imdcrparts and bold black rib-Iikc markings on flanks. 

Crown slaty blue. A broad black 
band from lores to nape. Wing black 
and slaty blue. Back and upper uul- 
- x coverts a striking rufous, die latter 
covering all but the tip of the tail 
■which is black. Under taB-coverts 
buff. Under suriaoe of wing white' 
J< r. I and black. 

Female' duller than male. Head-band chocolatc-btown instead of 
bfark Back dull rufous-brown svith drop-like oval black spob. 

In flight, this spcdcs looks like a short, squat woodpe^er with rufous 
upper tail-coverts. 
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STATUS, mmoBUTioN and habitat. Resident, locally distributed. From 
Kumaon (specimens in Field Mus. Chicago) and Nepal (mostly in 
Kathmandu Valley) cast through Daijeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; 
also Nagaland, Manipur and Assam in Cachar and Mizo hills; from t. 
1350 to 2500 in. Recorded m winter up to 2100 m in Stkkim, and at c. 900 m 
in Cachar. Breeding zone not determined but probably above 1500 m. 
Affects heavy oak and mossy cvcigrcen forest. 

Extralimtal, The Carin Hills of Burma. The spcdcs extends south through 
the Malay Peninsula and east to Vietnam. 

okneral habits. Keeps in small parties, commonly in the mixed itin- 
erant associations, usually frequenting the foliage canopy of forest trees, 

■ running swiftly along the branches or hopping up mossy trunks with rapldi^; 

may occasion^y be seen on the ground, coUcedng grit. Ustially rather 
silent ^ 

FOOD. Beetles and other insects, larvae, pupae, insect eggs, gastropodJ, 

seeds and berries (ITiurnam, Afe,ffw>ha, ’etc.). 

VOICE and caixs. A loud, distinctive double chirp and a thrill cpp 
(Stanford). A loud, monotonous chkfdp-cMp-ckichip {piou-pitm^ptoa.., 

Smythies] repeated 6 to 160 times or more — SA. 

BREEDmo. Unknown. FuUy fledged young notedm June on Mt Viefons 
(Heinrich), 

Museum Diaonoso. For details of plumage see Baker, Ioc. dt 
Young male, like adult but uppeiparts paler. Young female, Jilc adult fc^ 
but crown darker; lores, ear-coverts and rides of neck nearly black; spot* on bsci 
mmder. Barring on flanks in both texts replaced by twin spots on the fadsca 
Timaliae'primary and tail characters not present (H1V9. 

MEASURZME?m 

Wing BUI Tarsus TaU 

(from skull) 

fpfp ' 88-101 28-23 30-33 53-66 met 

83-93 19-21 27-30 . 56-60 cun 

(SA, EB, Straemann) 

Wdght 9 c?t? 46-56; 3 9 9 46-46 g (GD, SDR, SA)., 
coLOUM or BARE PARIS. Ifis duH crimson-brown. Bill black, basal hsJf «■ 
lower mandible bluish. Legs and feet bright (gamboge) ydlow. 

Genus Pteruthius Swiinson 
Ftenihius Swainson, 1632, Faima Boreali-Amcncana, Bdas 491. 

Type, by original daignatlon, Lernus rydinpUns Vigoa 

/flZcrwuAhj Oates, 1889, Fauna BriL India, Bds. 1 : 243. 

Type, by monotypy, Punthhes ntPeenin Blyth 

■ Bm about half the length of the head, notched and strongly booked at the dp. 
RJetal bristles weak. Tama strong. Sexa dissimilar. 

Kay to the Spedea 

A Size large; wing over 70 mm 
1 Inner secondaries chestnut 

a Crown black 

b Crown grey. ... .• 


,P, fiseiteapiJ o' 
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Page 

2 Secondaries chestnut at tfp only 

c Back <i»cstnut..... - P. rufadiitr ^ 73 

d Back green ' P. nfisenter 9 73 

B Size small: vdng under 70 mm 

3 Forehead chestnut ((J') or rufous ( 9 )'<"•« e^rtoiarlms 80 

4 Forehead grey P. xonthochJoras 76 

5 Forehead and crovm gr e en 

c Tips of vring-cxjvcrts white P- mshmoHs o' 79 

f lips of wing-coverts ochraceous buff. P. ir^lcnatis. 9 79 


1 340. RnfoustMlHed Shrxke^Babtiler. Pleruthiut rufivatUr Blyth 
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UCASUaXSCENTS 


Wing 

Bin 

Tarsus 

Tafl 


(from sinill) 



85-90 

20-22 

29-31 

(75) 80-84 mm 

86-89 

20 

32(1) 

79-S5 mm 


(Mayr, MD, SA) 


Weight 7 ^8; 2 9 9 42, 44 g (SDR, SA). 

coLonas or bare parts. Variable. Iris grey to blue-grey (brov.'n in one 9)» 
orbital skin-grey. Bill: upper mandible black, lower pale grey to blue-grey, pale 
flesh to grey at rip. Legs and feet pale pinkish brown to chocolate-brown or 
fawn colour; daws brown to chocolate or grey-brown; soles ydlow (one grey)' 
(Stanford). 


PUrutMus rufaenter “Blyihf 1842, Jour. Ariat. Soc. Bengal 11; 183 
(no locality = Da^eding) 

Baker, F BI No . 360, VoL 1 : 337 
. PUte 80, fii." 4 

LOCAi. NAJsEs. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Bulbul; length e. 17 cm (7 in.). 

HELD GHARACTERs. Male. Above, head, wings and tail black, the last 
anH the secondaries narrowly tipped with chestnut. Back and rump chestnut. 
BilcWi throat and breast ashy, divided fix»m black of head by a white line. 
A yellow patch on sides of breast. Belly vinous-brown darker on flanks. 

Female, •dtope, head grey, back of crown and ^-patch black. 3ack 
and folded ^vin'gs bright greenish yellow, the secondaries tipped \rith dicst- 
nut; Lower rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut. Central rcctricca green, 
outer mostly black, all narrowly tipped with chestnut. BtlovOy as in male. 

STATUS, wsnuBimoN and habitat. . Sparse resident. East Nepal (Jiri, 
NovembCT 1960 — Fleming $c Traylor, FiiWiona, Zool. 35 : 536, the only post- 
Hodgsoman record) cast through DaijeeUng, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA 
to the Mishnu Hills, Nagaland and Maiupur; bct\veen c. 1500 and 2500 m 
(recorded at 2700 m in winter in Burma). Seasonal movements, if any, 
unknown. Affects dense, moss-covered oak and evergre e n forest, and occa- 
sionally secondary scrub, 

Extrdimital. The Chin Hills and northern Burma into Yunnan; another 
race in northern Vietnam. 

OENERAi. HABITS, Kccps in Small parties in company widi tits and 
babblers. A fearless, rather lethar^c bird feeding near the ground as well 
as in the tops of lof^ trees, hopping from twig to twig. 

FOOD. iJepidoptcra, beetles and other insects. 

VOICE and cAua. Not described; usually very alent. * A curious shrill 
tcfArrr-j-oA heard from a flock which contained some of these birds was possibly 
uttered by them * (Stanford). 

BREEDiNo. Unlmown. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Gharacten. 

Young (sex?), very like adult female with duU black bead and green back; 
lesser, median and greater cov erts tipped with the gre eni s h colour of the mantle; 
wings as in adult male; underparts grey shading into white on bcUy (HW). 


1341, Redwiaged Shrike-Babbler* Ptmilfaus fieaiscapis caUdinslns 
Koclz 

Lanius eiythropterus Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 22 (Himalaya Moun- 
tains = Muirec, Punjab, vidi Baker, 1922, ‘Fauna* 1: 331), rue Lomus ei^ihnpimss 
Shaw, 1809, preoccupied 

PteTUthxus aythioptcras tdlidxTostris Koeir, 1951, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 3 ; 28 (Kohima 
Kaga Hills, Assam) 

Pteruildus eiyihTopierus nocteais Kock, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 40 (Tura 
Mountain, Garo Hills) 

Ptavtfttui: erydixoptxTUs ghsueonotus Kodr, 1954, Contrib. Inst. R^onal Exploration, 
No. 1 : 9 (Sangao, Lushai Hills) 

PUruthius oalidirostris jiplQx Biswas, 1960, Bull. Brit, Om. C3. 80: 106. New name 
for Lerdxis erythroptma Vigors, preoccupied 

Baker, FBI No. _354, VoL 1 ; 331 

Plate 80, bg. 8 

txiCAi. NAME. D(UhkrenJi (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c. 16 cm (64 in.). 

FiBtD C3IARACTERS. Male. A stocky short-tailed black and white 

arboreal bird with chestnut in wings. 
Above, head black with a white post- 
ocular stripe; back ashy grey. ^Yings 
black tipped with wWte, the iimcr 
secondaries chestnut Inner edge of 
primaries ^vhite, conspicuous in 
flight Tail black, short BeloWf pale 
ashy, nearly white, the lower flanks 
vinous brown. 

Female. Above, head grey, back brownish grey. Outer edge of folded 
wing yellowish green tipped white, the inner secondaries chestnut. Central 
lectriccs green, outer blackisb ripped yellow. Underparts pale buff. 

The chestnut inner secondaries distinguish both sexes. In flight white 
inner edges to the primaries flash, combiiung with the underside to pvc the 
bird a very white appearance. 
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STATUS, DBTRiBDTioK and HABITAT. Resident, fairly common, subject ^ 
to some vertical and erratic movements in Tvintcr. The Himalayas from 
Murree and Kashmir (one record, Dickinson, JBNHS 63: 204) cast to the 
Mishmi Hills; the hills of Assam south to the Mizo Hills; Nagaland and 
Manipur, East Pakistan bilh ( ?), Breeds between 1500 and 2500 m; winters 
mostly between 1200 and 2000' m sometimes higher, seldom descending 
as low as 300 m (Nepal, Rand & Fleming). Affects heavy broad-leaved 
forest of oak, rhe^odendron, etc,; in the western Himalayas also pine, 
deodar and spruce, 

jErfrflhmital. Western and northwestern Burma. The spedes extends 
north to Szechuan, cast to "Vietnam, Kwangsi and Fukien, south to Sumatra, 
Java and northern Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS. Strictly arboTcal. Keeps inpmrs in the breeding season, 
otherwise in parries of six to tea birds or singly in the mixed associations of 
tits, inini\*cts, drongos and other spedes. Feeds mostly in the higher canopy, 
running along the boughs and hopping 6rom branch to branch, exploring 
leaves and crevices and'undcr the moss; or it works its way slowly up a tree, 
often hopping sideways along a branch or clinging on the trunk ddeways 
like a nuthatch; * having arrived at the top it may spend half an hour or 
more calling persistently before resuming its fccdi^ on another tree * 
(Smythics), Often seen sitting and peering about in a curious short-aghted 
manner. A remarkably fearless bird, but sluggish in its movements and 
easily overlooked. Flight jerky, dipping with w^ and burried Tving-bcats, 

FOOD. Beetles, caterpillars and other insects, seeds and berries. 

VOICE and calls. A harsh, grating call like the ‘ churring ' of a shrike 
uttered now and again 10 or more times inqmck succession while fon^ing, 
varied occarionaliy by a loud quick-repeated kewhew-kewkew, 3 or 4 times. 
Each is usually prefaced by a subdued Hit, audible only at close range. In 
timbre and cadence this is strangely reminiscent of the * wailing ' of a 
domestic chicken that has got separated from its mother hen 1 Song loud 
and lar-carryiag, rendered &5 .cha<k£w, cha<ha'<!dp and efm^uip-cfap-cbdp 
(Smythics). Song period in Nepal: Februar>' to June (Proud). 

BREEULvo. Season, April to June. Atff, a loosely made cup of rootlets, 
fibres and a few twigs, coated on the outside with moss and lichen, lavishly 
plastered with cobwete and lined with rootlets. Suspended hammock-wise 
(like an oriole's nest) in a horizontal fork toward the cxtrcrcuty of a branch, 
very high up near' the top of trees. Extremely difficult to find. Eggs, 2 to 4, 
pinkish white, profusely marired with tiny and spots of purple-biwn, 
forming a ring around the large end. Variable in size between r. 24 X 19 
and 21 x 16 mm (Baker). 

Meszme DxACNOsa. See Field Characters and Key to the Spedes. For dctrils 
of plumage tec Baker, loc. ciL. 

Young male: head grey tinged fulvous; post-ocuUr streak as in adult; lores, 
under eye and car-coverts dark grey. Mantle olh-e-brown ; u p per taH-coverts 
olive. ^Vings and tail as in adult but Icsjcr, median and greater cover ts edged yellow- 
ish white. Up# of ta3 ydlovr. Female differs from adult female in having the 
gre)*.brown like the mantle; caLr<ovcrts dark tlate-grcy. 

Postjuvcaal xsorsit involve* body, lexrer, median and imserhalf of greater eorerts* 
Firjt-winter Krdi recog n ized by remains edging on the outer greater cm*cTts. 
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MEASURESIENn 



Wing 

Bni 

(from skull) 

Tamu 

Tan 

{?(? 

78-86 

38-20 

27-30 

59-64 

99 

78-87 

17-20 

27-29 

57-66 


(BB, SA, Heinrich, Kinnear) 

Weight 3 (gfigi 36-38; 699 34-44 g (SDR, GD, SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris Variable: g re en ub grey, olive-green, grey, bluish 
grey, deep blue or brown. Bill; upper mandible black with bliush slate on edges 
and sides of basal third; lower mandible bluish slate, paler on tip. Legs and feet 
dark flesh to brownish fleah; clawa homy brown; soles fleshy white. 

Pteruthius xanthocklorus Gray 
Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A A white eye-ring P. x. fybridus 78 

B No white eye-nog 

1 Crown of male blackish P,x. xonthoefdona 77 

2 Crown of male ashy grey P. x. ocddentolis 76 

y 

1342. Western Green Shrike-Babbler. Ptmilfdus xemthsufdoTus occideniaUs 
Harmgton 

Pttjyifdus [He] xmthocfiloris [rie] ocddentalis Harington, 1913, BuIL Brit. 

Om. C3. 33: 82 (Debra Dun) 

Baker, FBI No. 359, Vol. 1 : 336 

LOCAL NAUES. Nouc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. IS cm. (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc. Abovc, hcad grey. Back olivc-greca. Closed 
•wing greenish with blackish shoulder-patch and a faint, pale wing-bar. 
Tail with narrow white tip. Below, throat and breast pale ashy; belly jrellow. 

Female slightly duller than male. 

STATUS, DisTRisuTtoN and HABITAT. Uncommon resident subject to 
some vertical movements. The Himalayas firom Murree to western Nepal 
(Dot! district, Fleming, JBNHS 65(2): 331, 1968). Breeds between IBOO 
and 3000 m, optimum zone 2100-2700 m. Descends in winter to 1200 ra 
but is however r^ularly seen at this .season up to at least 2400 m. Affects 
forest s of oak, spruce, hemlock {Tsuga) and deodar. 

GENERAL HABITS. Strictly arboTwL A quiet and mconspicuous little 
bird usTzally found xa gro u ps of two to four in the mixed hunting parties 
bf tits, leaf warblers and tit-babblcrs, among whom it is easily o%TrIookcd- 

Often looks deceptively like some leaf-warbler in such a mixed gathering 
but docs not droop or nervously flick wings in the characteristic phyllos- 
copine manner. Lfisringuished also by comparatively sluggish movements 
and stiff, upright carriage. Frequents the tops of trees where it bops from 
twig to twig; also descends to the undergrowth. Often perches along a 
branch of across it, and may sometimes be seen clinging to tree- 

trunla or crecping'along a brand: like a nuthatch. 
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FOOD. Insects (ants, beetles, etc.), berries and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Usually ver>' silent. Call, a quick-repeated single note 
iv}dt. Tot description of song, sec 1344. 

BREEOiKO. Sevoiij April to August. Act/, a deep purse-shaped structure, 
flimsy and fragile-looking, made of fine fibres and hair-like lichen boimd 
togeAcrwth cobweb, lined with rootlets and exteriorly decorated with a, 
few flakes of lichen. Suspended hammock-^^'isc in the fork of a small branch 
by means of cob^veb, about half a metre to 5 m above the ground. 
EggSf 2 to 4, cream-coloured >vith blotches of red-brmvn mostly in a zone 
at the large end. Average size of 34 eggs 18*4 X 13*7 mm (Baker). 

MtrsEUH Diagnosis. Lflx nominate race (1343) but whole crown and nape 
ashy grey and undejparts paler. 

Young, as adult but upperparts duller, more olive-brown; grey of head and 
face not diflerentiated from upperparts. Undciparts paler. Greater and median 
coverts tipped ydlow. Postjuvcnal moult involves body, lesser, median and inner 
greater coverts. First-winter birds distinguished by pale tips of unmoultcd greater 
coverts. 

MEASUREMENTS. As in 1343. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris gTcy-brown. Bill blue-grey, pale at tip. Legs and 
feet fleshy grey. 


1343. 


Eastern Green Shrike-Babbler. PUnitkius xemthocklonts 
xanthochlmis Gray 


Ptenthius xanthochlorus Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Bds. Nepal; 95, 155 
(Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 358, Vol. 1 : 335 
Plate 80, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 1342 but crown blackish in male, grey in 
female. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common, subject 
to some vertical movements. The eastern Himalayas finm central Nepal 
east through Daijecling, Sikkim and Bhutan into NEFA (Tawang, and 
probably through the Agency). Affects deciduous or coniferous forest, from 
21 00 to 3000 m at all seasons, probably descending lower in \vintcr. Recorded 
at Tawang 9I''48'E.] 3600 m (Whistler MS.; date not given but 

probably in summer). 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1342, q.v. 

VOICE and calls. As in 1344, 

BREEDING. Scoson^ chicfly May and June. as in 1342 but apparently 
somctvhat higher — three to eight metres above the ground. Eggs^ 3 or 4, 
variablcin colour though typical of the genus in character. For details sec • 
Baker {J\'idifieaUon 1: 313). Average size of 15 eggs 18*8 x 14-7 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies, For details of plumage sec 
Baker, loc. cit. 


MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

T»a 

O’O’ 60-64 

(from skull) 
12-13 

20-23 - 

4M9 ma 

9 9 58-64 

12 (1) 

22 (1) 

45 (1) ca 

kVeight 2 Jo’ 14, 14; 1 

^land & Fleming, Kinnear, SA, Stresemana) 

[ 9 15g(SA). 


COLOimS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1342. 


1344. Chin Hills Green Shrike-Babbler. Ptenithxia xmihochloots l^bnits 
Harington 

Pte^lhius fsie] paUidxis hybrids Harington, 1913, Bull. BriL Om. Q. 

33: 82 (Mt Victoria, Chin Hills) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow length €. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1343, but male "with a conspicuous \slute 
eye-ring. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Scarcc resident Nagaland and 
Assam in the hCzo Hills (specimens in the Koclz coll.). Affects prima-al 
deciduous forest with dense undergrowth. 

Extralimstd. The Chin Hills of Burma. The spcdcs extends to western 
Szechuan, southeastern Yunnan and northwestern Fukien. 

GENERAL HABm. Dcscribcd by Heinrich as a vcr>' restless bird found 
mostly in the undergrowth of forest.' 

FOOD. As in 1342. 

VOICE and calls. . The song is a rapid, monotonous repetition ofa single 
note reminding one very mueh of the song of Staehyns chiysaea (1212) 
although not so full and melodious, without any pause bcrivxcn the flnl and 
the following notes (Heinrich). Call-note, a single wUt (Staitford). 

BREEDiNO. Unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (1343) in haring a vhite 
ring round the eye; head not so dark; rides of neck and flanks paler ydlow. 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 


. 45-48 mm 

59-63 

11 

20-21 

59-64 

11 

19 

44-48 mm 



(HW, Heinrich) 


o’!? 

99 

COLOURS OR BARE TARTS. Iris fcd-brovm. Bill bisck, losvcr mandible slaty grey, 
I.cgs and feet brown to smobe-brown. 
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1345. Chestnut-throated Shrike-Babbler. PUrutkim nulctwHs melamtfs 
" Hodgson 

PtervViiiu mitanotis Hodgson, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 16: 448 
(Terai, Southeast Himalayas = Nepal Gadow, 1883, 

Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 8: 118) 

PUruihius imlanotis jnthmaps Roelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 40 
(Kohima, Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 356, Vol. 1 : 333 
Plate 80, fig. 7 

LOCAL ifAslE. Ku-tr-pha (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow length r. 11 cin (4J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Ahovtj olive-green tvith yellow forehead and 
a grey nuchal collar. A conspicuous white eye-ring and a greyish white 
supercilium. Lores and round the eye black. A black crescentic line behind 
yellow car-coverts. Wing grey svith a broad black bar between tivo narrow 
white bars. Tail greenish and black tvith white outer rcctrices and tips. 
Below, throat and upper breast chestnut, rest yellow. 

F-male, like male but head markings less distinct, black area around 
eye replaced by grey. Eye-ring conspicuous. Throat mostly huffish with 
cinnamon sides or moustache. Wing greenish, the broad black bar between 

two narrow salmon-rufous ones instead of white. , „ 

p aawharbus (1346) male has a chestnut forehead and lacks the black 
upright crescent on sides of neck. The female has a rufous forehead 

^‘’'CT^'^'DisTRiBtmOH and habitat. Uncommon resident, subjret to 
vertical movements. From central Nepal east through 
Bhu^ and NEFA to the Mishmi Hills; from e. 1800 to 2700 m, optimum 
foneTlOO.2400 m. in winter between 700 and 2000 m Also, moro s^rccly, 

' ^ Mam-our and Assam in the Cachar and Khasi hills (not found 

• Caro Hills where Koelz collected emoharbus), south to the Chittagong 
SiU Tm^ oft.^ Sdstan, from 1200 m up to at least 2100 m. i^ects 
huiLid but cool, deep evergreen forest in the more open parts (glades, stream- 

'^Ualfm-lcl. Extends cast through Burma to northern Vietnam; another 

subspectein^^a^:^^*^^ j. „ ^„dy the canopy of 
general habits. i -infrlv ID uairs or m small 

trees. In the non-bree^g Moving parties of dts, leaf warblers and 

groups usually m the large “ Ovcatchcrs such as Rlapidma hypo- 

ISer'^aU babblers, _^vas. ”mt ffiese resUess gather- 

rgs^ts^'S^tivSy slugguh movemmts, dumpier build and upright 
carriage unmask its identity. cr 1 

id ri^- 

not often utterrf tiAl(» bm strong cup 

BREEDINO. Season, Apn J ’ strengthened with cobweb, the 

Se‘ifi;ritico“^^ ~d Ucht; Hning, usuafty scanty. 
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fr ofrooUets. The n«t fr su^pend^ 

e. 2 and 5 metres from the ground. t or j,vht rufoin, 

pale lilac-white or pale cream stippled \ P ^ 

«pedauy around the large end. Averap ^ ‘7 

(Baker). IncubaUon by both sexes; penod undeteimmed. 

Museum PiACNOsn. See Field nunerpaiu; underparu paler. 

Young. cT and 9 like adult 9 Ten'S- ih»rxuri distinction 

Postjuvenal moult of body and ivang-coverts wh.cn men 

(HW). 

MEASUREStENIS .j. TaU 

,,, 

(from skull) 

<?t? 55-63 11-12 20-22 35-12 mm 

9 9 56-59 11-13 & Fleming, BB. SDR) 

Weight 4 ri-c? 19 - 15:1 ® grey in a spring Urd-- 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iro brown ( ^,opjlcnah.I.egswhii »5 

Stanfordj.BiU.uppermandiblednrkslate-grey, lowergrey p 

brown to pale fleahy brown. 

bS^t, FBI No. 357 , Vol. 1 : 335 (- wUrmeAus) 

Plate 80 , fig. 6 

local NAStEs. None recorded. \ 

^ Ru ffiromplete black nng; a ycllmv. Wing 

and absOTCC of the crescenuc black patch on cye-img: 

Female, foreliead Throat pale 

shoulders olive-green wth j ofvxllmv. Distinguished ftoo 

rest of underparts greyish wh.te "ull' “ ''"S' o' 

female melanoti, by ’^ewn only from U.= tipc 

oTHiiV A-.. «... .« 

'-s:s5rs*.S£;?s^. » a-”- 

south through the Malay Peiunsula and Java. 
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GENERAL HABTTS. Si m ila r to those of melcnaiif, seems to frequent lower 
trees and bushes, 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDiNC. Season^ probably April and May; Koeir reports Hs spedmea 
of 7 March as * breeding male *. Kest and tggs not recorded in detail but 
appear to be similar to those of melcr^tis. Average sire of 9 eggs 18-5 x 
13*3 mm (Batcr). 

Mesruu Diaonoss, See Held Characters. Differs from frifrrrfjffsx of Burma in 
ha%-ing the brown of throat much restricted, not dcsccndmg over the breast, but 
sharply defined as a throat-patch. Yellow of fordiead deeper; upperparts more 
^xUow, less green (Koelz). 

JctASUREstENTs and COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Unrecorded. 

Genus Gaupsorhynchus Blj’th 

CcT^s s r hy T x hx:5 Blyth, 1844, Jour. AsIaL Soc. Bengal 13 (1): 370. 

Tj-pe, by m(raot)py, G. nJzLhs Blj-th 

Tall longer than wing, much graduated. Bill about half the length of head; 
upper mandible curv*ed at tip. Rictal bristles very long and stiff. 


1347. WHtcheaded Shrike-Babbler, Gampsorfynckus nfolus rufulus Bl>'th 

CerrpsoTkjr^^ rvfidus Bljlh, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13 (1); 371 
(Dadeeling) 

Gerpsarl^jlaa rjfxdiis chorT'jrjis Koch, 1954, Contrib- InsL 
Regional Exploration, Ko. 1 : 4 (Nichuguard, Kaga Hills) 

Batcr, FBI No. 232, VoL 1: 231 

Plate 78, fig. 1 

LOCAL KASIES. C'xngi^phrp-pho (Lepcha) ; Dce*AlcRfa-/iia (Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul -f*; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. \Miolc head, nape, a shoulder-patch, throat, breast 
and belly white, the latter washed \^th 
buff. Under tail-coverts buff. Rest of 
plumage olivc-browTi, wing with buff 
inner edge. Tail strongly graduated and 
tipped with buff. Se.xes alike. 

Young (immature) has light chest- 
nut head and breast. 

STATUS, DISTRIBimON* and HABITAT. 
Resident, ^erally common. The base of the hills from eastern Nepal 
(spcamcBs in Brit. Mus.) through Daijeeling, Sithim, N. Bengal fjalpaiguii 
to., BhutM, and NEFA to the Mishmi Hills; Nagaland, Manipur and 
the hdk or As^ south to the CWttagong region of East Pakistan; from the 
edge of the plains to c. 1200 m. Affects secondary growth, bamboo, bush 
and grass jungle and undergrowth in es-ergreen forest in broken foothills 

rfiTJTJtrv. 
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ExirdbritcL Burma. The spedcs extends cast to Vietnam and south 
through the Jvlalay Pcninsula. 

ceneral habits. Arboreal, gregarious and nois>*. Keeps in parties up 
to fifteen, often in association with wood shrikes, drongos, sdmitar babblers 
and others in thick shrubbery and clumps of bamboo. Usually tame and 
inquisitive. More active on the wing than most Timalndae. General ap- 
pearance, flight and behaviour reminiscent of the bulbub. 

FOOD. Insects; berries (?). 

voicx and calls. A weird, grating karjykc-ycxh (Smythics), and a 
variety of rails incessantly uttered. 

ereedino. SeGSon, end of April to August, chiefly hfay. Ji'esl, a shallow* 
flimsy saucer of dead leaves, twigs, roots and lichen bound together with 
roots and tendrils, plastered with cobwxb, and lined srith fine grass and 
rootlets. Placed in bushes a couple of metres from the ground. The spcdcs 
appears to move into deeper evergr een , forest for breeding purposes. 

3 or 4, of two types: pale green with blotches of dark brmvn and secondary 
markings of du3 grey scattered over the whole surface but more numerous 
at the larger end; or pale dull reddish with primary marldngs of reddish 
brown. Except for size, they* resemble the eggs oiPellomacn dbizfntrt (1164). 
Average size of 20 eggs 29*9 X 17*6 mm (Baker), 

Mcseum Dzacxosb. See Fidd Characters. For details of plumaga sec Baker, 


loc. cit. 

KEASUREKEKTS 

\Ying BUI 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

(from feathers) 

c?9 90-100 20-21 

26-31 

110-120 mm 

Weight I 37 g (SDR). 


(Baker, SA) - 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris ydlow {* orange-stmw * — S.^). BUI plumbeous, 
paler on lower mandible, begs, feet and claws flesh; soles ycllmvish. 

Genus Actxnodcra Gould 

JettKodsra Gould, 1836, Proc. Zook Soc, London: 17. 

Type, by original designation, Egerisd Gould 

Sihta Hodgson, 1836, AsiaL Res. 19: 145. Type, by monotjp^', Slhia? 

JtlpcUnsis = Cirdosoma? Ptipdenns Hodgson 
Jxops * Hodgson * = Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 929, 953. 

T>p^ by inonot>py, Cwlosorr^t ^Ipderje Hodgson *= Sihia Pilpdmsxs Hodgson 
Bni about half the length of head. Rictal bristles long; chin feathers with hair-Ukc 
tips- Wing feathers nantnvly cross-barred. Tail graduated, consderably longer than 
wing. 

Key to the Species 

A Pordiead rufous 

B Forehead brotsTi, concoloroxts with crowrn 

1 Feathers of crown with pale edges 

2 Feathers of CTovra >vith pale sball-streaks 



Page 
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AcTEfODURA egertoni Gould 
Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A Crowu-rcathers edged with black ,A. t- Iciisi 84 

B No black edging to crown-rcathers 

1 Cro>^Ti ashy brown or dark grey* contrasting with mantle 

a Back rufous-brown A, e. tgerism 83 

b Bade olive^brown A.e. rippsrA 85 

2 Crown brtnvncr, less ashy*, less contrasting with mantle. ,A-.e. khcsia:ui 85 


1348. Himalayan Barwing, Aednodura egerlom cgerloni Gould 

Aciinodzsa Egrrlstii Gould, 1836, Proc. 2kx)I. Soc. Ixindon: 18 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 321, Vol. 1 : 303 
Plate 78, fig. 4 

Local rake. Rcsdjypiho (I.cpcha). 

SIZE. Bulbul 4*; length c. 23 cm (9 in.), 

characters. foiticad rtdbus; loose, mop-Iikc ashy brow*!! 

crest, and car-coverts paler. Back and rump rufous-brown. \Vii^ narrowly 
cross-barred, a black patch within a large rufous patch, and a pale outer 
Tail strongly graduated, rufous-brotva, narrowly cross-barred, each 
feather tipped white. Belcv:^ chin rufous, throat and breast pinHsh brow'n; 
rest of xmderparts tawny oliv^ centre of belly >vhitc. Under surface of tail 
dark grey* wi* white spots. Sexes 

Nlay be mistaken, for Garrdax Ibnaizis but distinguished by barred wings, 
Actinsdara dpalczsij and A. zrdd^d hat*e a darker crot'Ti and black tail. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBunoN and habitat. Common resident The Himalayas 
from central Nepal (Bis%s-as, JBNHS 59: 220; Stc\‘ens cpzid Baker, ^7difca• 
tin I' 281), cast thmugh Daijeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA to the 
Miri Hills. Breeds from 1200 to at least 2000 m (2400 m, Osmastoa apuJ 
B^cr); recorded in. winter from 1000 to 1800 m and around Buxa duars 
(\N . Bengal). Affects dense secondary grms’th and mixed trccs-and-scrub in 
evergreen forest. 

CEN-ER.AL habits. Kccps in' pain during the breeding season, otherwise 
in^ small slow-tra\’clling parties of six to t^^*cl^-c, usually not associating 
with other spedcs though sometimes found in company* of ribias and laugh- 
ing thrushes ^vHosc habits and bcha\iour arc ^'cr^’ similar. Frequents dense 
thickets, bushes and low* trees, occasionally the high canopy, clambering 
about and poking into holes and crannies, and foraging about amongst 
cli^ps of orchids and other cjnph\*tcs, at times cjiTig ing upHdc-do''.m hix 
a tit or fluttering in front of a sprig. I>i\*es into xmdergrowth when alarmed. 
Pairs form in the latter half of ApriL 
food. Mainly insects (grasshoppers, ants, etc.) ; also berries, figs and seeds, 
^*o;cE and calls. A feeble conversational constantly* uttered w'hile 
feeding (S.\). For description of song sec 1351. 

breedinc. Sissrz, April to July. AVrf, cup-shaped, made of fern, bamboo 
cr other dead leaves held together with fibrous roots, coated exteriorly with 
green merss and lined with rootlets; amount and proportion of each material 
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varies in different nests. Placed in bushes or small trees from one to six 
metres abcrv’C the ground. E^s, 3, or sometimes 4, pale blue, marked all 
over with dark brown blotches, spots, loops, whorls and fine lines. Nlany* 
eggs very* similar to those of GottuIcx pkoeniems (1332). Average size of25 
eggs 22*9 X 17* 7 mm (Baker). 

Mcseuk Diacnoss. Sec Key to the Subspecies. For details of plumage sec 
Baker, loc. ciL 

Young, like adult but crown brovsn instead of ashy brown; underparts more 
uniformly ochraceous brown, no white on bdly. 
keasuresents 

wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

^9 79-90 17-19 29-33 93-115 mm 

(S.A, Stresemann) 

Weight 2 cf o' 33, 37; 2 o? 33, 36 g 
COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1349. 


1349. ' Mishzni Barwing* Actinsdura tgeriod trscisi Ripley 

Aetir.yd^c egertsrd Irrisi Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61 :T05 
(Drcyi, Mishnu Hills) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL XAME. Noac recorded. 

size. Bulbul -ri; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD aiARACTERS. As in 1348, q.v. 

FTATUS, DtsTRiBUnoN and HABITAT. Common resident. NEFA in the 
Mbhmi Hills (Ali & Ripley', ^NHS 48: 28; Baker, Records IrJ. Mus. 8: 
265), probably intergradiug with egerlcri in the Abor Hills. Affects scrub 
jxmgle and dense shrubbery* in c%*crgrcca forest. 

oiZSZSiXL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As in 1348. 

BREEDING. Unrecorded; probably as in 1348. 

M ussu st I>iAC\os3. HHfTcrs from tgrriid (1348) tn ha\*ing pronounced dark 
edgings on a very grey head, in having more dari grey wash cn the neck, a darker 
back, and a tendency to broader striping on the tertiaries. IMfiers from khssicna 
in being darker and not haring the pronounced barring on the central rectrices. 
Differs from ripprri in being much darker, mere rufena brownish on the back and 
more rufous on tafl. 


KEASCRrSCES'TS 



NMng 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tamn 

Tail ’ 

4 d'o’ 

81-90 

20 

2&-31 

KH-IIG mm 

8 99 

81-91 

19-20 

2&-31 

lOI-lU mm 


(5n>) 

COLOURS OF RARE PARTS- Iris brawntsh grey. BiB: upper mandible brown, 
lorwer tnasdiWe yellow at base, fleshy at tip. Legs and feet brownah flesh. 
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1 350. Assam Barwing. Actmodura egirtom hhimata Godwin-Ausfen ■ 

AeUmbtra khaAma Godwin-Austea, 1876, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 45; 76 
(KhanaHilB) 

■ Aitmudura egertmd mmtiaaga Koek, 1954,'Cbntrib. Inst 
Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 7 (Kohinja, Naga Hills) 

Baier, FBI No. 322, VoL 1 : 304 

LOcAt KAUEs. dfya-si, (Naga). 

SIZE. Bulbul + ; length c. 23 cm (9 in.) . 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1348, q.v. 

CTAOTS, DBTRIBUTION and HABn-AT. Common resident. Assam in the 
Cachar hills, Nagaland and Mampur. Breeds between c. 1200 
a^^OO m. Affects dense evergreen forest, scrub jungle and secondary 

GENERAL HABns, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1348. 

BREmmo. As in 1348. Average size of 100 eggs 23-4 x 17-7 mm 
(Baier). 

Museum Diagnosis. Diffcis Iron) Irwisi (1349) in being pale and having more 
pronounced barring on central rectriecs. Differs from egrrtmi (1348) in having the 
crown browner, less ashy and not so contrasting with mantle, the rufous of forehead 
paler and not extending to the crown; back, rump and upper tail-coverts more 
ochraceous; central rectriecs more distinctly barred. 

■ MEASUKEMEms. As in 1349. 

Wright 3 (Jirii 38 (3); 1 9 35 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARIS. As in 1349. 

1351. KHzo Barwing. Aclinodura egtrloni rippom Ogilvie-Grant 

AcHnodura rippmi Ogilvie-Grant, 1907, Ibis: 186 
(Mt Victoria, Chin Hills, 6000-7000 feet) 

Baker, FBI No. 323, Vol. 1 : 305 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SEE. Bulbul -J-; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1348, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtrnoN and habitat. Common resident, subject to some 
vertical movements. Assam in the Mizo Hills. Altitudinal distribution un- 
determined here, but in the Chin Hills breeds above 1500 m and on Mt 
Victoria between 2000 and 2600 m; descends in winter to 1200-1800 m, 
some straying down to the foothills. Affects high bushes and low trees in 
dense, shady, primeval forest. 

ExlrdUmital. Southwestern Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1348. 

VOICE and calls. The song consists of a three-noted whistle reminding 
one of the notes of the Grey Tit but louder and sharper, rendered as tl-U-IS, 
the first note accentuated, the last lower (Heinrich). 

BREEDiNO. Mostly April and May. Jfest and eggs as in 1348. Average 
size of 30 eggs 22-6 x 17-4 mra-(Bal£er). 

Museum Diaonosis. Like khasiana (1350) but crown dark grey; back, rump and 
upper tail-coverts oUvetbrown. 
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' kl£AS0R£21£NTS 

Wing 10 d'o' 86-93; 3 9 9 83-90 mm {Hcinricb) 

Tan(J'9 113-122 mm (Ticchunt) 

cotouRS .OP BARE PARTS. Irfs olivo.)'cllmv; orbital ddn grey-grecn. BiU brown 
ydlow at gape. Legs and feet grcy-bro>vn. * 

^ Actinodura mpALENSB (Hodgson) 

Key to tbe Subspecies 


Black band on tail over 20 mm wide .d, n. twfara 

Black, band on tail under 20 ram wide mpolwis 


1352. Nepal Hoary Barwing. Aetinodera mpalensu mpalensis (Hodgson) 

CuteJosem? J^paUnsis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 145 
(Nepal, restricted to slopes of Kathmandu Valley, central Nepal, by Rjpley) 

'' Baker, _rai No. 326 (part), Vol. 1 : 307 

Plate 78, fig. 2' ' ' - 

LOCAL NAUEs. Nooe Fccordcd. 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.); 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovff forchead and loose mop*like crest dark brown 

with pale shaft*strcaks. A pale 
cyc-ring. Ear-coverts grey. Moiu- 
tachial stripe black. Back and 
rump rufous-brown. Wing nifous, 
narrowly barred with black; a 
black shoulder-patch (primary'- 
coverts) and a grey patch abcrt*c 
it (tips to sccondory-covcrts). Tail 
. X f. 1 gr^uated; central rectriecs nar- 

ro^vly barred, terminal third and 
outer rectriecs black, the latter tipped with %vWtc. Throat and breast grc)*, 
lower belly and imdcr tail-coverts rufous-brown.- Sexes alike. 

A. woldem is very similar but has the' underparts entirely rufous-brown. 
A. egertoni is distinguished by the longer tail, rufous breast, white centre of 
belly, lack of grey patch on wing and lack of black on iipp<T surface of 
- tail. 

STATUS, DBTRtBunoN and habitat. Common resident. Western and 
central Nepal from 1800 to 3300 ra; probably docs not breed at the lower 
levels of this zone. Not recorded below 1800 m even in winter. Affects the 
upper oak forest and mixed oak, conifer and rhododendron with plenty of 
undcr^wth. 

oeneral habits. Arboreal. Keeps in small parties of three to ten in 
company >vith yuhinas, sivas and slbias. Frequents mostly the upper branches 
of middle-sized trees, feeding chiefly on insects concealed in the mossy grmvth 
adhering to trunks and branches. May be seen hopping swiftly up a tree- 
trunk or feeding while clinging to it. Occasionally descends to or near the 
ground. 
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AetJnodurc nipalemis and A, woldenl 



^^A.n.mpalatsis(i$ 52 )J^MA. n. vinctara (t 353 }.iH-d. to. Aa/fafnnf(t 35 i). 
zo. toatAmi { 1333 )^^^ A. w.pcUotis (i35®)' 


FOOD. Mostly insects (beetles, caterpillars, etc.) ; also gastropods, berries, 
seeds^ nectar, flow'cr-buds and moss. 

VOICE and galls. A whistle iui whee-tr very like that of the Streaked 
Laughing Thrush (Proud). Alarm, a loud, rapid jV-jV . . . repeated eight 
or ten times (Fleming). 

BREEDINO. Little Imo^vn. SeasoTij May and June. Akr/, a neat, compact 
cup, rather small for the size of the bird, made of fine grass bents wth some 
lichen and moss on the exterior, lined with rootlets. One nest was reported 
to be placed on a sapling. Eggs, appamntly 2, pale pinky white marked mtb 
bold blotches of reddish brois-n and secondary blotches of inky grey, forming 
a wcU-defined ring at the large end. Two eggs measured 27-1 x 18-7 
and 25*2 X 18*8 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. For detafls of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit 

Young, as adult. Primary and tail characteis of jus-enal timallnes not present. 


• yEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Q Q 83—97 


Btli 

(from skull) 
21-22 
21-22 


Tarsus Tail 

r. 31 82-84 mm 

— 77-80 mm 

(BB, Rand & Fleming) 


Irif dxrk brown. Legs and test Baby to 

wn or brown. 
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1353. Eastern Hoary Barwing. 'Aeiutodura mpaUnsis metures Ripley 


Aelmdssa nipaleZis mstms Ripley. 1950, Free. Biol. See. Wuhlngtoo 63 : 104 
(Mangalbar<. Dankuta Dittricl, out Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 326 (part), Vol. 1 307 


LOCAL name. Ramdo-pho (Lepeba). 

SIZE. Bulbul; Jragtli f. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARAOTEEi. As in 1352, q.v. T, _ M„.I 

STATUS, DtsTRiBUTioN and HABITAT. Gommon residraL Eaitem Nepal 
TO the Okhaldunga district east through Daijeehng, Sikkim and Bhutan, 
im 2100 to at least 3000 m at all seasons. Affects eveig^ forota of oak, 
, rhododendron ivitb dense undergrowth of nngal bamboo, Rubtu. etc. 
oENERAL HABtis, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1352. 

BREEDINO. As in 1352, , ” 

IdosEoM Diaonobs. Viffos from the nominate race (1352) chiefly by the wi et 
lek terminal band on upper suriace of tafl. 

ItfASUREME^ 


d’tf 

•99 


Wing 

89-94 

83-88, 


Efll 

(flutn fkuIJ) 
19-21 
19-23 


Tarsiu 

31-34 

29-34 


TaU 

85-88 nun 
79-84 nun 
(SA) 


3 JV 86^94 mm (Stresemano) 

togM 2 d’ri' 44, 46; 3 9 9 ,39;;^ 8 (SA). 

OLOUM or DARE FAJCis. As in 1352. 

AenNODURA WALDENI Godwin-Auslcn 
Key to the Sobeperie. 

. Throatimdbre«tgrey,itreakedwith^ous.bwwn....d.o)_^^ 

Throat and breast tawny brown with folvom ttreaks. . . .A. a. welded 

1354 NEFA Barwloff. AcHtadura addem dnJUwms Godwm-Austen 
dsMesis Codwin-Austen, 1875, Atm. Mag. Nat. Hist. 16: 340 
paflaHais,NE. Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 329, VoL 1 ; 309 

oca. NAMZS. Nooe recorded. 

ee. Bulbul- length e. 20 cm (B in.). . ^ t , erown-feathers 

Pinal hair, and by the lack of white ^ 

r™m"^A"baK’.o Ote MriJtmi fims; flutn 
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c. 2400 to 3300 m in summer, doccading to c. 1500 m in winter. Affects 
mossy evergreen and mixed forest. * 

ExtTGlvmtd. Southeastern Tibet in the PaebaksHri area. 
general habits and food. As in 1355. 

VOICE and calls. As in 1355. 

breedino. irntmnwn; presumably as in mpaUnsis (1352). 

Museum DtACNOss,* See Field CJbaractcrs. 
xizasurxmekts and colours of bare farts. As in 1355. 


1355. bfcmipnr Baxwng. nraidmi wcWfni God^vin-Austen 


Actwadura waldad Godwin*Atatcn, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 46, pL 12 
( Japoo Peal, Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 327, Vol. 1 : 308 
Plate *78, fig. 5 


mcAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SEE. Bulbulj length e. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1354, q.v. 

status, DBTRmmoN and habitat, Cfommon resident, probably subject 
to some vertical movements. Manipur, Nagaland and adjacent north Cachar 
(Baker, JBNHS 8: 203); from 2200 m up in summer. Affects shady moss 
forest in steep valleys. 

Bxtralimtai. The subspecies saluratior is found in northeastern Burma 
and northwestern Yunnan; the subspecies ^Ziofir (1356) with deep rufous 
or maroon-brown upperparts and dark grey car-coverts is found in the 
Chin Hills of Burma and mc^ occur in the Mizo IClIs.^ 

GENERAL HABITS do not differ from those of A. nipaUnsis (1352). Usually 
seen clambering about mossy trunks, pulling the moss to pieces and feeding 
on the insects it harbours. Generally keeps to medium hrights in trees but 
docs not shun low bushes. Actions somewto phl^tnatic; remarkably tame 
and unperturbed by the presence of man. 

FOOD. As in 1352. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a soft tfmp, ckupi also a mewing note and a 
ckurr (Smythics). 

BREEDING. Unknowu; presumably as in A. rdpalmsis (1352). 

Museum Diacnoso. Uiffen from dajleensii (1354) in being paler above with the 
riiestnut brighter; underparts entirely ta^vny brown with paler, fulvous streaks on 
throat and breast. 

MEASUREMENTS 


99 


Wing 

BUI 

(GromstuU) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

89-97 

21 

31 

79 

86-99 

22 

32 

75 

. 

OVing SDR- BUI, 

tarsus, tail I o', 1 

! 9,MD) 


mm 

mm 


10 «?<? 33-56; 8 9 9 41-53 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Irfs browuish gTcy. Bill dark brown. Legs and feet brown. 


* Omitted here for want of any definite record within Indian limits. It is rare on Mt 
Victois, 


90 TIMALIIKAE 

Genus Mikla Hodgson 

Afinia Hodgson, 1837 (Apr. 13), Ind. Rev. 2 (1) : 32, 44, T>-pc, 
by original dcrignation, Afhla igraHneia Hodgson 
Sha Hodgson, 1837 (May 13), Ind- Rev. 2 (2): 88. Typ^ 
by original designation, Sira ^oiompters Hodgson 
Stephida Swinhoe, 1871, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 373. 
by original designation, Sira tarqseola Swinhoe 

Bill slender, pointed and slightly notched. Rictal bristles well dc%*eIoped. Outer' 
edge of wing and tail brightly coloured. 


E>y to the Species 




Page 

A Edge of wing blue 

B Edge of wing •j'cUow or red 


95 

1 Throat barred 


91 

2 Throat not barred 


90 


1357. Retitailed MinTa* Minla igwf£r.fto igiwtincia Hodgson * 

Afinta {gnotincia Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (I) : 32, 44 
(Central and northern r^ons of the Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 377, VoL 1: 355 
Plate 80, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. AfiftZff (Nepal); AUgbUm^enCf Afegblwxdam (Lepcha); Pobkion 
detsin (Dafla). 

SEE. Sparrow; length c, 14 cm (51 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. AbovCf head blade with a long, white super- 
cilium from lores to nape. Back chocolate-brown. \^ng5 black wth vrhite 
tips and crimson outer edge. Tail black vrith crimson outer edge and tip; 
a white patch at base. Below, chin and throat whitish, rest pale yellow. 

Female, like male but back oHve-bro^vn, red on ^vings and tail and 
ycUmv of underparts paler. When flitting high up in tall trees, the tail looks 
comparatively long andtiarrow, icminisccat of Redheaded Tit (1819). 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Common resident, subject to marked 
vertical movements. From central Nepal cast through Daijccling, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and NEFA; also Assam in Cachar and Khasi (?) hills, Nagaland 
and Manipur, south to the Chittagong region in E. P akis tan. From 1800 to 
3100 m, locally up to 3400 m (Nepal — Dicsscihorst) and perhaps as low 
as 1350 m (Sikkim — Stevens). Winters mostly below 1800 m (but recorded 
at 2400 m) and commonly reaches the foothills and duars (c.g. Buxa — 
IngUs, JBNHS 26: 990). Affects humid, dense forest, mixed, deciduous or 
evergreen, in the breeding season being most common in oak and arbores- 
cent rhododendron forest, 

Exiralimitd. The species extends to southeastern Szechuan, Kwangsi 
and northern Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABns. ArborcaJ, sociable, and very similar to those of its 
congeners. Usually found in parties, sometimes of considerable size, with 
yuhinas, shrike-babblers, tits, sunbirds, etc. Frequents tree-tops and higher 
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branches, clinging uptide down and sideways to the sprigs and working 
through the foliage in the maimer of tits, but slower in its mo^'cmcnts. 
Sometimes makes short hopping or sidling spurts along the moss-covered 
trunks and branches like a creeper or nuthatch; searching methodically 
for insects under the moss and lichen. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects and thdr larvae; also seeds. 

VOICE and calls, A peculiar, rattling, thrill trri-kro ... tscfdlsesa « . • 
frn-farS (Hrinrich). A high-pitched zri-iri-zw; a loud cfdk repeated seven 
or right times; a frequent, lugh-pitchcd (ri ... In; a high-pitched cfdHtititi 
a tit-llke wld'wfd-u^sik^nk^ song, fome loud, ringing notes; twijd^twtjuwi ... 
(Lister; for more details sm JBNHS 52: 32). 

BR Efco iNO. lattlc known. Season, May and June. Jfesf, a rather deep cup 
of moss and rootlet^ lined with hair and rootlets, and placed in the fork of 

some bushy tree at no great height frrom the ground* (Hodgson). B^ggs, 
2 to 4, |ia}e blue, marked with specks and tiny spots of black or red^sh 
brown, generally forming a ring around the large end. Average size of 
12 eggs 19-4 X 14-4 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diackosb. See Field Characten. For details of plumages see Baker, 
loc. riL 

Young, like adult female but TManttf* slightly darker and white parts of plumage 
aot so pure. 

MEASUREMENTS 


NVing 

Bill 

TaOTJ 

TaU 


(from skull) 


52-58 mm 

6J-70 

12-14 

20-22 

59-66 

12-14 

19-21 

51-58 mm 


(SA, Rand & Fleming, Kinnear, Mayr) 
Weight 12-16; 9 9 11-16 g (SDR, GD, SA). 5 o' 9 I^IS g (SA), 
COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Itu brown to psJc ^*cDow. BUI bladadx brown, plum- 
beom on lower mandible. Legs, feet and claws oU^e-brown; soles yellow. 


Minla sTRictaA (Hodgson) 
Key to the Sohspecles 


A Chestnut on tail restricted to half 

1 Crownpaler Af.s.sisrJcoisis 

2 Crown darker ^f* l stngtda 

B Chestnut on tail extending to c. 20 mm or less from tip 

3 Eje-riagpole jellow dtU 

4 Eye-ring whitish ^f* l arxreigcisf 


Page 

91 

92 
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1358. Western Barthroated Siva- AfvUa strigala simlcozsis 
(Mrinertzhagen) 

Siza strigtdz tirdeerjis Mcinertihagea, 1926, BulL Brit. Ora. Cl- 46: 128 
-fSimla) 

Baker, FBI No. 333 (part), VoL 1 : 313 
LOCAL. NAMES. Konc Ttcorded. 
siZR. Sparrow; length c. 14 cm (5} in.). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1359, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTTON and ^ABiTAT. Fairly common resident, subject to 
vertical movements. The tvcsiem Himala>’as from Kangra to western Nepal 
(Fleming, FUldicTta 53: 175). Breeds from 2100 m (Kangra) and 2400 m 


M»nfo ftri’gufo 



m jujsxxeTuij (1360). chiTTttgerj^s (*3®*)- 

(Gaxh^val) up to 3600 m. ‘Winters between 1300 and 2250 m. Affects open 
forest of birch, wiliow, barberry, etc., oak and rhododendron scrub or other 
low bushes; in winter frequents bushes in heavy jungle, 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1359. 

VOICE and calls. A distinctive, \*aried combination of pip and pftp 
(HW). In the breeding season, a melancholic whistle of three notes uttered 
somewhat slowly and deliberatriy at eqxial intervals, the last note lower 
(Osmastoa); sec also No. 1359. 

BREEDISC. Asml359.Avcragcri2eofl2cggs20'4 X 15*3 mm (Baler). 

Museum DiAc?mss. like strigda (1359) but crovm palri; back with variable 
amoisjt of grey; chestnut oa tail confined to basal half and rather paler. 
MEASUREMENTS Bad COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Al frl 1359. 

1359. Ea s ter n Eaxlhroated Savsu AfxrSa stsigvia strigala (Hodgson) 
Size Strigoda Hodgsea, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (2): 89 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 333 (pm). VoL 1:313 
Plate go. fir. 9 
LOCAL NAME. (Lcpcha). 

SIZE, Sparrow; length r. 14 cm (5J in.). 
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handbook volume 


7 : 93-96 



X c. I 


CHAKACTEBS. Abovt, Crown orange-brora, slightly tufted A pale 
yellow eye-ring and posttoedi sW 

S'! '^g 

to a bnght orange outer edge a blarV 
secondaries palf «hy and 

w^bsh narrowly barred svith black; a black 
r stnpe. Rest of luiderparts including 

STATUS. DISTRIBUTION and 

movements. From west-central Neni “> vertical 

Bhutan. Breeds between I8TO imd S^Tm^V DaqeeBng, Sikkim and 
at timber-line: Wintem mostR “twfn ]3m f N o^mn ‘'“= 
as 800 m (Meinertzhavenl and at “ [recorded as low 

the cold seasonn„ Slkbm during 

rhododendron forest. In w'nter itis^metx fiostly subalpine oak and 
and scrub jungle. P>“. “uxed forest, bamboo 

individuals, usuSly ^ *° ‘wenty 

Redtailed Minlas and Bluewinged Sivat h ®5to^tions, often xnth 
bushes and crosvns of medium helL S« 7n fh ‘‘igbir 

^«/anr. The birds run or sidle uo bin'll ’ a ? 
agility of a mouse, and ‘ flow ■ ^ waJ^ftom freeTt"® T'’""- ‘'’'= 

maybe seen resting side by side on a rivig. snuggRd u7in'th~ ‘r'’:^ ’ 

b™?Ef ■.„,7“lS"g t“ “I “■« •»“ 

birds of each pair sit very close to^fher 'P'*® *'vo 

and separated by at le^t six inches fl5 f" °PP““= “P ‘be branch 
alternately bow and stretertheifr a ^ They then 

of the head and nTti flSouralirhftL" k° 

note and a sweet whistle. They frequentiv “P'"®”? ‘^*’“"’”8 

branch, and both birds always do thi ^ tL ■ ^''' P'’?''"” ‘bo 
so that they never both have ♦ *1 ,1. ^ame instant as if at a signal, 
second. The whoTe perfo^an^elrf' ^",“1."’'= '=‘^"<=b even for a 

for an hour or more without a break ® ^borate dance and will continue 
of any other birl S 7hl tr« bu'fhat "T""" ‘"'=“ 

its partner and commence to bmv .o thTn^St'Tirdyr 

leadmg to much scuffling and disturbance ^ ^ ^ P'*"'’ 

during this display tvhiS anp^m r'h^oe^ 

(Proud, JBNHS 53- ag) ' PP * be, performed only collecrively’ 

££SSSa3S<=!l££= 
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as a jumble of sweet notes mingled with harat, 1 

contmuously for a minute ^ora W • ««ard 

■with a resumption in October (^ud) “ ^'Pf •' 'ojulf 

a louder pi-to. ' ■'■ c-all-note, a mellow petra-t^f 

■nd Ihol ,dd, tal., VooSSlIf.S':,?^ "5 

Usu^y within three metres ffom “ bmh^ 

or blue-green (fading quickly if expos<^o^M,f^’’r“?™^‘^’ '*«P bl»t 

svith black or pale red at the laraw rod a bghtly spotted or ftecklnj 
15-3 mm (Baker). “'*• ^'’'”E= ske of 10 eggs, 2^” . 

Museum Diacmosb. See Kev ♦/% o u 
Baker, loe. cit. Skins fade rapidly; some Old'S*! of P'amage. Re 

specimens are much richer yeUow ^ ^ l^bow. Frah 

JSn Uaderparts paier, diraa.-ban 

measurements 

'^b'g BiU Xaran ' Tail' 

(from skull) 

65-76 12-lG 19^1,0 

’’ >5-15 2^28 

VWgh.l3tFq.l5-21;5 9, I8-24gfsrSDt’S.'t%i^ 

^COLOURS OP BARE PARTS Tri« Kms.m tJ’ii. . O V *Ug(QAj, 

greyish wWte. Legs and fcjt brownisli grir. “‘'"'dible greyish hrovs-n, low 


1360. NEFA Barthroated Siva. MMa (Rothschild) 

are jlnfi,ia,)wiMemi£i Rothschild, 1921, Novil. Zool. 28- 40 
(bichiang Range, NW. Yunnan) 

Swajinguhvictoriat Meincrtthagcn, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 26: 128 

(Mount Victoria, Chin Hilb) 

Baker, FBI No. 333 (part) and 334 (pari), Vol. 1 ; 313-H 
COCAS. NAstES, None recorded. 

■SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 14 cm (51 in.). 
field characters. As in 1359, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Common resident .nhleet .e .■ 1 

Affocts for«B of oak and rhododendron, bamboo and bushes. ' ' 

&tra/imilal. Southeastern Tibet, western and northern Burma, Yunnan 
MflaTp^SuTr"^"’’ “ >■" "Oribwestem Thailand and the 

cenerax. HABm, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1359. 

BREEDING. As in 1359. 

Museum Diaonosis. Darker and more slaty on uppeiparts than other raca 
Chestnut of tad extending to c. 20 mm from dp. 


babblers ■ 

measurements 


Wing Tail 

cTd’ 64-73 74 (2) 

9 9 66-70 67-72 


„ (Hemnch, SDR, Mav 

Weight 1 (? 21; 2 p 9 17, 21 g (SDR). ' 

eoLouBs OF BARE PARTS. As in 1359. 


mm 

mm 
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1361. ^aam Barthroated Siva. Minla Angula cinerAg^,^ (Ripley) 

“ >552, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soe. SO: 500 

(Mt Japvo, western Naga Hills, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 333 (part), Vol. I ; 313 
LOCAL namizs. Nohc recorded. 
size. Sparrow; length r. 14 cm (5i in ) 
field characters. As in 1359, q.v. 

ST.^TUS,' DISTRIBUTION and HABrTAT D 0 c>ef«.i.* 

Western Nagaland {Mt Taovo^ mri uncommon or ran 

northwestera^Maip'ur, ' 

Ld-scrub jungle. zhododendron forest, and bamboc 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As in 1359 
breedino. Not recorded; probably as in 1359 
Museum Diagnosis. Diffm from ymmanttuis in having a whitish • 
whmsh supercilmm; sid« of cheeks grey, motHcd with 4 itlsh^d dX^iS^ 
from Jlngtiic m being darker, more broivni-h orange on the ermvn .1 ' ^ v 

broivnishonbaikandhavmgagreaterareaorehesmutonto^rriXo”^^^ 

■Bill Tail 

(from leathers) 

12-13 64—73 mm 

12-13 44—69 mm 

Weight o’c? 18-21; 9 9 17-19 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 1359. 


5 

7 9 9 


Wing 

66-71 

C3-67 


1362. Bluewingcd Siva. Mirth eyammrrpitra ryarwmopura (Hodgson) 
Sira Q)iMMns.hUra Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 <2); S3 (Nepal) 

Uiaihrix lepida Horsficid, 1839, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 162 et Mcadland MS. 
(Assam =5 Naga Hilh,/£fe Kodr, 1954^ op. dt., below: 8) 

3i'pa ^(meirro^trra aglai Dcignan, 1942, Notulae Naturae, Philadelphia, A^o. 300; 
2 (Ml Victoria, 2600 metres, Chin Hills, near Pakokku, Burma) 

3ir<j eyanouToptera thalia Koclz, 1954, Contrib. InsL Regional Eaploration, No. 1 : 8 
(Mawphlang, Khasi Hills) 

Sica ^anouTopura rama Koclz, 1954, Contrib. Imt. Regional Exploradon, No. 1 : 8 
(near Nokrek, Caro Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 335, Vol. 1 : 314 
Plate 80, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAME. Mighlln, odum (Lcpcha). 


, TIMALIINAE 

SIZE. Sparrow; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, slightly tufted crown dark blue striped with 
whitish; supcrdlium and cyc-ring white. Back fulvous, paler on rump. 
Folded wing blue \ritb a small white spot and white tips. Upper surface of 
tail dark grey Tvith blue edges, narrowly tipped with while; spread tail 
shows white outer rectriecs edged wdlh black: Below, entire underparU and 
ear-coverts pale vinous grey, centre cf belly whitish. Under surface of tail 
white edged svith black. Sexes alike. 

Blue of head, wing and tail not noticeable except at very dose range. The 
head appears grey, contrasting with the fulvous back. The bird appears 
long and thin with a flat head and very clear-cut square-ended tail — a 
curious, distinctive shape. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTjON and HABITAT. Resident, locally common; subject 
to vertical movements. The Himalayas from Naini Tal c.ist through Nepal, 
DarjeeUng, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA to the Mishmi Hills; also the hills 
of Assam, Nagaland and IMampur south to the Chituigong Hill Tracts 
of East Pakistan. Altitudinal distribution in summer not satisfactorily 
determined: Smythics (JBNHS 49: 514) records it as a resident above 
2400 m in central Nepal while Stevens (JBNHS 29: 736) found it up to 
1600 m in summer in Sikkim; its breeding zone thus probably lies bety-ven 
1500 and 2500 m; most other Himalayan data arc. winter records. In ibis 
season it is found mostly between 1200 and 2200 m and reaches the foothilU 
in Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA, even entering a short distance the plains of 
the Brahmaputra. In Assam it appears to breed above 1 800 m and up to 
the highest speaks, descending to 1200 m, rarely 600 m in ^>^ntc^ (Baker, 
JBNHS 8: 206 and 17: 788). In Manipur it occurs above 1400 m (Ifumc) 
and on Mt Victoria between 1400 and 2600 m (Heinrich). Affects hushes 
in evergreen forest or mixed deciduous and evergreen secondarj' growth; 
also cultivTitions, pine and bamboo. 

Extralimital. Western Burma. The species extends to Szechuan, Kwangsi, 
Vietnam and the Malay Peninsula. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually mct with in parties of five to fifteen ; a regular 
constituent of the large roving rusociations of yuhinas, mesias, shrike- 
babblers, etc. Mo\*cs through the lops of bushes and trees much like meshu. 
Pairs form in April, 

' FOOD. Mostly insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a chick-like cheep or crrr-fTre. Song, a tlirer- 
noted whistle, the first Imvest, (he second highest, the third between these 
two. 

BREEDING, May and June. Aest, cup-shapetJ, made of bamboo 

leam, rootlets and moss, tightly held together by tendrils and creeper 
stems; the exterior of the nest is often completely covered svith moss; lining 
is usually of rootlets, sometimes hair. Well hidden in bushes, with a pre- 
ference for stream banks, within a couple of metres from the ground, 
generally under one metre. EggSt normally 3 or 4, deep blue, marked witii 
a few small black spots at the larger end. Average size of 24 eggs, 18*4 y. 
14*1 mm (Baker). 

Musetm DiAOSoia. See Field Characlcn. For dctalli of plumage see Biker, 
loc. ClL 
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Young, like adult but uppcrpr.rts paler. Tertiab edged grcy*bu^ Underpartt 
more bufBah. Primary character of juvenal timaline >\*ing absent. PosQxn’cual 
moult parriaL Pcstnuptial moult completed in October. 





Wuig 

BOI 

(fromatuB) 

Tarsxw 

Tail . 

cj'<f 

6(1-69 

14-16 

22-24 

60-70 mm 

99 

60-67 

14-16 

22-24 
(once 26) 

65-68 mm 


(BB, SA, Rand & Fleming, Heinrich, Stresemann) 

Bill o' 17, 9 9 1&-17 mm CBB) 

Weight 17-20; 2 9 9 16, 17 g (SDR, GD, SA). 16^9 15-20 g (SA). 
COUOCM or BARE PARTS. Irb grc>-tth brovm- Bill ycllowuh flesh, brownish 
on Oilmen for about one-quarter length at tip. Legs and feet brownish flesh; class’s 
homy brown. 


Genus Yuhina Hodgson 

Ttriow Hodgson, 1335, Asiat. Res. 19: 165. Type, bysubsequ^t 
designation (Gray, 1841), Tu^vut gulcris Hodgson 
fxnlas Hodgson, 1844, m J. E. Gray, ZooL Misc., No. 3: 82. 

Type, by monot^’p)*, TiiAir^? J!aieoUu Hodgson 
Gjicms Hodgson, 1844, te Bljih, Jdum. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13 1 379, 
footnote. Type, by original designation and monotypy, 

Erporras zanihoUuca Blyth 

Bill about two-thirds or as long as the head; upper mandible well curved at tip. 
An erectile crest. TaU rather short and square. 

Key to the Species 

A Upperparts yellowsh green 

B Tps of outer rectricci white 

C Upperparts olive-brown 

1 Chin and lores black 

2 Chin not hlad: 

a Outer wd» of seondaries bright rufous. . . 
b No rufous on wing 

I A white ocdpital patch 

u A rufous ocdpital patch 

in Throat whitish, crown chocolate-brown. 

Yuhika castamceps (hloorc) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A Gown grey 

1 A rufous patch above posterior part of supcrcilium.... 2*. c. re/grar 98 

2 No rufous patch above supercilhim T. r. ptimbeiaps 99 

B Crown mostly chestnut-brown T, c. casianiceps 99 


Fagc 

T. xeniJioleuca 103 

. T. ecsterdeepx 97 

,T. rSgrmenla 107 

, ...T. gulcm 104 

T.hakeri 100 

. 7*. oeeipiialu 106 

.2*. fsswoUis 1 01 


1363. S n dd m Whitebrowed Yuhina. TuHna casiancfps njigath (Hume) 

Iridar rq/i/ca£i Hume, 1877, Stray Feaihcn 5: 103 
(Himalaj-as = Dageding) 

Baker, FBI No. 332 (part), Voh 1 : 311 
Plate 78, &g. 13 

LOCAL KAV23. Nooc rccordcd. 

nzE. Sparrow length c. 13 cm (5 m-). 

FIELD CHAKACTER5. AboTt, hcad cTcstcd, gicy scallopcd with paler grey; 
car-coverts rufous-broviTx; a narrow white superdUum. Back and wings 
grc)’“brown. Tail dark brown, rounded when spread and showing white 
rips of outer rcctriccs. Below, grc>-ish white. Sexes altV^- 

The only yuhina with w'hiCc in tail. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUnOK and HABITAT. Resident, fairly common. The 
Hiinala>’an foothills from Datjecling and Sikkim cast through Bhutan and 
NEFA to the Subansiri river (Stevens, JBNHS 23: 243), from c. 600 to 
1500 m. Affects secondary forest with shrubby tmdcrgrow'th. 

CEKERAL BABtTS. Kccps in parties of as many as twenty or thirty birds, 
often in the mixed itinerant associations, hunting fc\'crishly among the 
foliage of higher bushes^ or lower trees, and rapidly s%s*ccpmg on to the next 
tree in disorderly ‘ foUow-my-leader * fashion. Mo^*cmcnts reminiscent of 
tits, as they cling to the leaves and branches. 

Displtr^ (?). * Has a curious habit of soaring 20 or 30 feet into the air and 
then sinking do^vn ^^^th outstretched wings to the lo\s*cr bushes * (Bakcr). 

FOOD. Chiefly insects; alsosccds. Virlts flowers of various trees for nectar. 
Partial to aphid-infested trees. 

VOICE and calls. Flocks keep up a comparath’cly loud cheeping or 
twittering rendered as cHr-cAi/ . . . clnT<}nt. 

BREEDING. Secson, April to July, mostly April and May. AVrl, a compact 
cup of very fine and soft shreds of grass and some silk-like vegetable material, 
surrmmdcd by moss, dead leaves, roots and fibres. Plac^ in bee-eaters' 
or kingfishers’ burros\’s, or any natural hollow' in steep banks, usually in 
roadside cuttings. Eggs, 3 or 4, white, marked ssith small, brown or reddish 
brovm blotdies, more numerous at the large end. Average sire of 100 eggs 
16'6 X IS^S mm (Baker). Incubation by both sexes; period c. 12 days. 

Museum DiAcsons. rSiTcrs from plinrJjnups by the presence of a rufoxis patch 
above the posterior part of the supcrcilium. 

MEASUREMENTS 

VVing . Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

4 o' 9 60-62 11-12 16-18 5^55 mm 

(SA) 

Waght 2 O'O' 12. 12 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iru reddish brown. Bill homy brown with a pinkish 
tinge. Legs and feet brownish yellow; cla>cs boray brown. 
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1364. Mishmi Whitebrowed Yolrina. Tufa'na eastamceps pltsmbeiceps 
(Godwin-Austen) 

^Siapfttda pl:jnihA£tps Godwin-Amien, 1877, Ann. Mag. Nat Hist. 20: 519 
(near Sadya and Brahmakhend, Eastern Assam) 

Sv^ida eestsTuieeps eoT^jwteia hIa>T, 1941, Ibis: 86 
(Chipwi-Laukkaung Road, Mritk>-ina district, Burma) 

Baker. FBI No. 332 (part), VoL 1:311 
tocAL NAMES, None recorded, 

azE. Sparrow length c. 13 cm (5 m.)- 

nzuj CHARACIEBS. As in 1363, q.v. 

CTATm DBi^rmox and habitat. Rcadent, NEFA fixim the Dikiang 
Valley (Godts-in-Ansten, SF 7; 144) east to the hCshmi Hills and south 
to ea stern Nagaland; from the foothills to 1500 m. Affects scrub and under- 
giTO'th in evergreen or light deciduous forest. 

E^dimUiL Northern Burma and western Yunnan. The species extends 
to Vietnam, KMangtimg and FuHen ; also Borneo. 

ODiTRAi. HABITS, FOOD and voio;. As in 1 363. 
bsbedkc. As in 1363. 

Museuu DucNosn. BiHers from njigads by the absence of rufous patch abo\-e 
e posterior part of the superciliuin -where only a few scattered rufous feathcia are 
round. Differs from Mrtsncr/u bj- the gre>-, not rufous crown. 
neascrements 


Wing Bill 

(from ahull) 

<?<? 58-62 11 

7 9 58-62 _ 

Weight 2 6'd’ 11, 12 g (SDR). 

oorocia or aasm parts. As in 1363. 


Tama Tail 

16 53-57 mm 

50-57 mm 
(SDR, Mayr) 


1365. Caiestnut-headed YnHna. Ttihina castamceps castesdetps (Moore) 

■fr=5ii e&sVndctps Moore, 1854, ht HonSdd & Moore, 

CaL Bds, Mus. E.I. Co. 1:411 (Afghanatan, tmrt ~ Cariiar) 

Baker, FBI No. 330. VoL 1:310 
U)CAL NAME. (Cachan). 

SSE- Sparrow length e. 13 cm (5 in.). 

CHARACTERS. As in 1363, but crmvn rufous-brown scallopcd with 
P^e grey on forehead. 

I ciSTRiBtTnoN and HABITAT. Common rerident. Western Naga- 

Tp HUs of Assam south to the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

Palnstan, from 600 to 1500 m. Affects secondary scrub and evergreen 

Extrdmisl. Chin Hnis and Araian Yomas. 

CL.-vtitAL HABTT^ FCX5D and voitt. As in 1363. 

As in 1363. 

^kfcsscM DiACNoen, Difieri from other races by its rufous crown. For details of 
tee Baker, loc. ql 
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Young, as adult but upperparts tinged brown. Edges of secondaries and co%'crts 
browner; occipital feathers not so long. ^ 

measurements. As in 1364. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris palc borcL Bill light reddish homy’, gape and base 
of both mandibles purplish. Legs and feet dull reddish or flesh colour. 

1S66. IMritenaped Yalrina. TtAibia hedotn Rothschild 

Sivc ocdpilalis Blyth, 1844. Jour. AslaL Soc. Bengal 13: 937 (Daijccling) 

Tiddrjx bektri Rothschild, 1926, NoviL ZooL 33: 276. 

New’ name for Sira ocripiiclis Blyrh, 1844, preoccupied. 

Ttddna ocApiialis ctwsxncue Koelz, 1954, Contrib. InsL 
Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 8 (LaGcul, Cariiar) 

Eater, FBI No. 344, VoL 1 : 321 
Plate 78, fig. 19 

UjCAL NAMES. Tertgjrngpko, Tisringirg-pho (Lepeba). 

SIZE. Sparrow* — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A pciky hair-bro\N'n tit-like bird wdth chestnut 
head and upstanding crest, conspicuous 
bku^ish lores and a white nape-patch. 

Aborf, head, upper back and sides of neck 
rusty’ brown; crest erect, posteriorly white; 
car-coverts streaked with white; lores black- 
ish. Rest of upperparts olfvc-brown wath 
inconspicuotis white shaft-streaks. Below, 
throat white; breast NTnaceous with fine dark 
X r, 1 streaks; belly olivaceous; under tail-coverts 

fexTUginous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtrnoN and habitat. Common rerident, subject to vertical 
ino\'cincnis. From eastern Nepal* (Ripley', JBNHS 49: 397, sole pwt- 
Hodgsonian record) cast through Darjeeling and Jalpaigun districts, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and NEFA to the Mishmi Hills; Nagaland, Manipur, Assam in the 
Cachar and Khasi hills, and East Pakistan in the noTtheastem highlands 
(winter). There arc no records for Garhwal nor for the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts as gh-en in FBI. Altitudinal distribution not satisfactorily known, 
especially in summer. Recorded in winter from the fcwthilh to c. 2000 m. 
Gammie (ctsi Hume &. Oates’s jXesis crj Eggs) found a nest at about 
' 3000 feet m), this bring the only Himal ayan breeding record. In Assam, 

according to Baker 1 : 300) it is common between 900 and 

1500 m and ‘ although doubtlos it often breeds much higher, I never found 
its nest below 2600 feet * (750 m). Affccu secondary jungle and ci.-crgrccn 

foTCSL 

ExtreErdicL Northern Burma. 



» Rxad t records cf * Gsestn^si-beaded Irtdva * ta %r-s:<«t:^N 5 P»l 

4U 139) do brfcoc to T. 9 . Hodgseo, cot to T.bslm xs rrpcrwd by Eawai, JBNHS 

S9i 222 (co n f ir med byRxod, c 

Bhwas’s record for Ktsmba 39G0 m tJBNHS 59: 2^ w repertrd aa tcLn bcezuse cf 
anemcadamraJ confusaco- Itibopertxios to T. ». Kodgaca (cocLnaed by Bdwos, 

iaifitS.). 
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babblers ig{ 

OENEB^ HABITS. ^ Arboreal. In the non-breeding season, keeps in parties 
commonly m association svith other small insectivorous species, movine 
about m -tree-tops and bushes. ' r i b 

FOOD. Mainly insects; also berries. 

VOICE and CAixs. A shrill chip and a soft chatter. 

BREEumo. Season, April to July, chiefly May and June. Msl, cup-shaped 
or domed acrar^g to the site selected: domed when unsheltered, a deep 
cup when built in a hollow in a bank, low down in bushes, against a moss- 
covered trunk or other weU-protected position. Generally made of moss 
more or less mixed with dead leaves, roots and bits of bracken, lined svith 
fine rootlets. Comparatively open forest is chosen for the pin^os^ such as 
paths, streams, clearings or forest edges. EggSp normally 4, occasionally 
3, white, marked with blotches varying from reddish brown to deep umber- 
brown, more numerous at the large end. Average size of 60 eggs 19-3 x 
14*2 mm (Baker). Building of nest and incubation by both sexes. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters/ 

Young, like adult but mantle browner, underparts paler, streaks less sharply 
marked, ferruginous paler. Primary and tail characters of juvenal tim^tlrnes present, 
i.c, soft blunt first primary and narrow, pointed rectriecs. 

measurements 



Wing 

BxU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(Ptf 

62-71 

12-16 

20-22 

56-53 mm 

99 

65-72 

11-13 

20-23 

46-50 mm 


(SA, SDR) 

Weight 4 cP 9 14-21 g(SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IiTS brown, ycUowuh brown or reddish brown. Bill 
daric broivn. Legs, feet and claws brown ; soles yellow. - 

Yuhina flavicolus Hodgson 
Key to the Sabspedes 


Page 

A Nuchal collar narrow, yellowish rust colour. T./. albicoUis lOI 

B Nuchal collar broader, more rufous 

a Generally paler; sides of breast more olive. T.f. Jlavicoltis 102 

b Generally darker; sides of breast more rufous T^f, nuxi 103 


1367. Western YeUownaped Vnliinau Tuhina JhmeoUis albicoUis 
(Ticehurst & Whistler) 

IxtdusJhvicQllis albicoUis Ticehurst &• Whistler, 1924, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 44: 71 
, (Dbarmsala, 4000 feet, Kangra) 

Baker, FBI No, 345 (part), Vol. 1: 322 
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length e, 13 cm (5 in,). 

field CHARAcriERs. As JH 1368 but nuchal collar less conspicuous and 
almost reduced to patches on the sides of neck. 
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STATUS, dbtributiom and habitat. Resident, subject to \-ertical mcn-c. 
ments, locaUy common. The western Himalayas from Chamba to wtst 
central Nepal; from c. 1700 to 3000 m in summer and from 1200 m (occa- 
sionally lower) to at least 2300 m in winter. Affects oak forest and 
open jungle. 

OENERAi. HABITS, FOOP and VOICE. As in 1368. 

BREEDINO. As in 1368. 

Museum Diaonoso. Like nominate flmallis but nuchal collar narrower and 
much paler. Colour of back slightly less olive. 

UEAsuREMEKia and couives or babe par-ts. As in 1368. 


1368, 1369. Eastern Yellownaped YnMna. YuHna JitsncoilU ^adcollU 
Hodgson 

Tuhina? JkoicoUis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 167 
(Nepal, wtricted to central Nepal by Ripley, Synopsis: 408) 

Tuhina faoicollis bail^ Bakcr, I914, Bull. Brit. Om. <3. 35: 17 
(Tcmbang, Drang Valley, 7000 ft)* 

' ' Baker, FBI No. 345 |part). Vol. 1 : 322 
Plate 7fl, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAME. Sfip-^kong-pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE, sparrow; length tr, 13 cm (5 in.). 

^ FIELD CHARACTERS. Akove, ..cTCstcd head chocolate-brown, car-coverts 
and nape paler; a white eye-ring, a dark brown malar stripe and a rusty 
yellow nuchal collar. Rest of upperparts olive-brown. SeloWj chin and 
throat white, the latter with fine dark streaks. Centre ofbreast and abdomen 
washed with yellow; fianks olivaceous with a few white streaks on rides of 
breast. Vent and under tail-coverts buff. Sexes alike. 

The erectiJe crest, white eye-ring and rusty yellow nape arc conspicuous 
characters. May be confused with occipitalis (1373), q.v. 

status, DBTRiBUnoM and habitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. From central Nepal cast through northern Bcn^ (Daijeeling 
and Jalpaiguri districts), Sil^m, Bhutan and NEFA to the Abor-Miri 
hills. Intergrades with dbicollis in west-central Nepal and with rouxi in 
NEFA. From 1800 to 3000 m in summer and from the edge of the plains 
to 2700 m in winter. Affects deciduous forest and secondary jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS. Arborcal; similar to other yuhinas etc. Keeps in small 
parties, associating with tits, warblers, nuthatches, sibias and other small 
babblers. Frequents bushes and lower branches of trees. Actions very tit- 
like. Sometimes also makes vertical aerial sallies from a bush-top after 
winged insects, doubling back to the perch after the capture. In pairs during 
the' breeding season. 

> At ftlrtady pointed out by Bailey, JBNHS 24: 75, the type locality is not in the Mi^i 
HOIs as given by Baker Qoc. dt.), Ripley (S^Hs: 408} and Dagnsia (Peten's 
10:423). Accordmgto BaiJey*i itinersry, Texnhatngu located between TulangLa and Duau 
Dzragin western NEFA. In nU manuscript, Wbisucr itatcFthat this race does nofc icOT to he 
separable from typical A^Uis, while Ripley MENHS 58: 282) would include the Mah^ 
Huls pc^wlation with rwtri of Assam and nonhem Burma. It thus appears imnecesarf to 
retain a xjaroe for this intermediate population of a very variable speaes. 
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FOOD. Mainly insects and their larvae; also flower-nectar, berries {Rubusy 
Galiumt Trcma, etc.) and small seeds {Michelia calhcarli and others). Stanford 
records small snails taken on the ground. 

VOICE and calls. Flocks keep up a continual murmuring twitter punC'- 
tuated by a harsh chi~chi^chiu (SA). Song rendered as twc^tyurwi’tyawi’tyawa 
(Lister). Other notes described as a metallic ise-kling (Jones) and a querulous 
screech followed by a pleasant tvarble. 

BREEDING. Scoson, May and June. A^cst, cither domed or cup-shaped, 
made mostly of moss with some rooltlets and thickly lined with the latter, 
sometimes with wool. Suspended to some twigs or among the moss of a 
branch at heights up to two, rarely four metres, or in a bank among roots 
or tufts of grass. Rggs, 3 or 4 similar to those of T". bakeri. Average size of 28 
eggs 19*8 X 14*2 mm (Baker). Building of nest and incubation by both 
parents; period 13 or 14 days. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details ofplumage see Baker, loc. aL For distinctioti from 
albicoUis and rouxi see 1367 and 1370 respectively. Young very similar to adult. 

MEASUREMENTS 

AVing Bill Tarsus Tail ' 

(from skull) 

ri’d'* 5a-66 13-17 19-22 45-53 mm 

9 9 53-66 12-15 19-22 45-54 mm 

(SA, BB, Kinnear) 

Weight 2 ri’c? 16, 18; 3 9 9 14-16; 30^*9 13-22 g (SA). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTE. Irfs brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, lower 
light brown. Legs and feet ycllowbh brown or yellowish flesh. 


1370. Assam Yellownaped YoHna. Tuhina JlavicoUis rouxi (Oustalet) 

ixw/m rwtri Oustalct, 1896, Bulk Mus. d’Hist. Nat, Paris 2 : 184, 186 
(Ly-Sien-Kiang or Black River, Yunnan) 
rxulus ^^avicoUis harterti Harington, 1913, Bull. BriL Om- Q. 33; 62 
(Sinliun, Bhamo) 

Baker, FBI No. 346 and 347, Vol. J : 323 

local names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length r. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1368, q.V. 

- status, DBTRiBunoN and habitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
novements. NEFA in the Mtshmi HiUs, south through Nagaland. Manipur, 
he hills of Assam and the Chittagong Hfll Tracts of East P^tan. Breeding 
one in NEFA prohably as in 1388; in winter, iioro the cd^ of *e pW 
o 2600 ro. On Mt Victoria, breeds mostly between 2000 and 2600 m while 
n Assam it breeds down to r. 1000 m. Affects broad-Jeaved forest. 
OEHERAI. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As m 1368. 

BREEDINO. As in 1368. • , , / • „■ 

MutEUM Diaokosb. Somewhat more richly coloured than fiamJUs (1^), 
JSyTtr^our of the rmch.1 collar and of the back; yeHow w^ of 
Sver; crown darker; lower flanks and Uiigh. more raffused 

(rith olive-brown. 
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Note. The yeUow of undoparu fades rapidly in museum spedroens while ihe 
upperparts tend to become darker. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARZ FARTS. As ill 1368 , 

Weight 2 d’d' 15, 19; I 9 16 g (SDR); 

Yuhina oularis Hodgson 


Paler.. 

Darker. 


Key to tbe Subspede* 


.T, g, eioex^ 
T, g. gularis 


1371. Western Stripethroated Yahuia. Tuhina gularis vioax Koclz 

TuSma guhris cirar Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Rcgional^Ioration, 

No. I; 8 (above Luni, Tchn*, United Provinces, 10.000 feet) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccoidcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 14 cm (51 m.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As ID 1372, q.V. , D# 4 V»rded 

arATUs, DisramuTioN and HAurrAT. Ap^rraUy uncommon Recom^. 
inly from Garhwal, 2250 m (On®™"; JB^HS ^ I43)^mtn T W 
Sarhwal 3000 m fKoclz, loc. cit.) .and Mussooree 1800 m (R®u“ “ 
ng, FuUtana 41 : 139). Altitudinal distribudon and habitat probab y 

^ 

OENERAt HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As m 

BREEDINO. Unrecorded, probably as m 1372. 

Mussus. DiAONOsn. DUfer,' from pdeni (1372) by being paler 
gpeciafly on throat and breast. 




n' Ewrterrt Stripethroated Yahlna. tMaa plari, gularis Hodgson 

rukinagulersrHodgson, 1836, Asuit. Ren 19: 100 
ruilua^unstieasuSburpe, 1902, Bull. Bnt Om. Q. 13. 12 
(Yang-pi, Tali-fu road, Yunnan) 

Juhiruj gtjiari/ griuotincta Rothsduia, I 921 ,Novil. ZooL 28: 4 

(Shweli-Salwin Divide, Yunnan) 

Baker, FBI No. 3^ and 340, Vob 1: 317, 318 
Plate 78, fig. IS 

xyCAL NAME. Fugi^So (Lcpcha). ^ 

ctile crest, striped throat, and orange-fsdvom 

Ig. Crest bromu rest of upperparts obve-brown. Below, throat. 
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** with dark brown. Breast vmaccous brown; rest of imderparts tawny oUve- 
brown. Sexes alike. 

■ * STATO, msTRiBunoN and habitat. CSommon resident, subject to vertical 
movements. From western Nepal cast through DaqecHng, Jalpaiguri district 
(winter only), Snddm, Bhutan and NEFA to the Mishmi Hills, then south 
through Nagaland, Manipur and the Chin Hills of Burma. Ihcrc are no 
^ records from Assam wTst of Nagaland and Manipur. Occurrence in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts {ficU Rashid, 1967) needs confirming. Found in' 
summer tStween 2400 and 3600 m, optimum zone 2700-3300 m, and in 
viintcr mostly between 1800 and 3000 m, rarely descending to the foothills 
(Jalpaiguri duan). Affects forest of oak, birch, rhododendron or nuxed 
conifers and rhododendron, occasionally low scrub or bamboo, 

Extralimilal. Extends to western and northern Burma, and southwestern 
Szechuan; also northern \^etnam. 

CBNERAi, HABITS. ArborcaL Usually found in small parties, by themselves 
or mixed with other small babblers, working through the higher bushes or 
lower branches of trees, sometimes in low scrub or bamboo. Movements 
somewhat tit-like but slower. 

FOOD. Insects (beetle^ ^vasps, etc.); also berries, fiower-nectar, and 
seeds {Pnmus, Magnolia). R^ularly visits rhododendron blossoms for nectar, 
the forehead feathers of the birds becoming tjiickly coated \rith pollen and 
<^en giring them a startlingly new look I 

VOICE and calls. A quiet, rustling skr • . .skr . . . continually uttered 
and a curious and characteristic, long-drawn-out kweetet (Proud). A note 
described as * a rather mournfril tmkling call * probably refers to the same. 
A call-note regularly uttered is rendered as z^i (Dicssclhorst), Alarm, 
a sharp cheep. 

BEEEDiNO. little kno\vn. Season, apparently May and June. Nest and 
tggs not well authenticated. One nest is described as a cradle of roots well 
interlaced, lined wth finer roots, and attached to the pendent roots of plants 
sticking through an overhanging bank. The fotir eggs were dingy grey- 
green, specHcd with dark reddish brmvn forming a ring or cap at the lar^ 
end, rather like those of 7*. nigrimenta (1374). Size, between 17 x I2*3.and 
17*5 X 12*8mm (Baker). Other nests are described by Hodgson as large, 
globular structures of moss placed in a fork of a branch or beUvecn ledges 
of rocks. 

MxsExni Duexosn. See Field Characters; for detrils of plumage Baker, loc, dt. 

Young, as adult but rather darker- hifous-brown above, espcdally on upper 
tril-coverts. Crest shorter. Primary and tail characters not present. 

KEASCaZMENTS 



Wing 

BOl 

(from skiJl) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

d’d’ 

70-79 

17-19 

21-25 

56-63 01 m 

99 

60-79 

16-18 

21-23 

53-$8 mm 


(BB, SA) 

Wd^t 14 d't? 19l24; 4^9 18-22 g (G0, SDR, SA). 

coifiUM o? BAKE PAXTS. Iris clay- or reddish bro^Mu Bill: upper mandible dark 
brown, lower basally brownish yellow, distally dark brown. Legs and feet yellow, 
brovk-nisb >'ellow or orange-brown j dawn dark brown. 
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1373. Slatyheaded or Kofonsvented Ychfna* Tukina occipitdis ocdpitalis 
Hodgson 

TeloM ocdpiSelis Hodgson, 1836, Ariat. Res, 19: 166 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 342, Vot I ; 319 
Plate Vs, fig. 17 

LOCAL KAUE. Tnninging-ph (Lepchz). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Ahovt, head, car-ojvcrts and neck grey; the erectile 
crest grey in front, bright rufous posteriorly. 
A conspicuous p^c eye-ring and a blai 
m a l a r stripe. BeloWf thiuat and breast vina- 
ceous; belly and under tail-covcrts pale 
rufous. Sexes alike. 

The somewhat similar T.faricollss (1368) 
has a brown crest and a rusty yellow nedu 
X e. 1 STATiB, DinTUBUTrON and HABITAT. Com- 

mon resident. From v.'est-ccntral Nepal 
(Rand & Fleming, Fieliiana 41: 139; see footnote p. 100) east through 
Dajjecling, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; from 2400 to 3900 m in summer 
and between 1500 and at least 2700 m m winter. Affects evergreen forest, 
especially rhododendron and oak. 

BxiraJwntaJ. Southeastern Tibet. Tbe species extends to northern Burma 
and northwestern Yunnan. 

OBSERAL HABITS. In thc non-brccding season keeps in parties up to 
fifteen individuals in company with dts, Nepal Babblers, Blucsringed Sivas, 
and other small babblers. Himls in thc high fofiage, on moss-covered trunks 
and branches, and in bushes; seems to keep more to the canopy than T. 
gvloris with which it often associates. 

FOOD. Mostly insects in summer. Very partial to rKododendron blos- 
soms, probing into thc flowers in quest of nectar and probably also insects. 
Berries are also taken in winter. 

voicx and calls. A deep churring conversational note; a harsh, grat- 
ing series of alarm-notes; ‘ a gay little song *. 

BRZEDme. Season, April to June. The only nest known is described as a 
cup of moss and leaves, biiilt into a large lump of moss whirii formed a 
dome over the nest. It was in the fork of a small tree about three feet (90 cm) 
from the ground, and well masked since sinular large lumps of moss were 
found on practically every bush and tree in this damp area. It was lined 
with fine roots and contained t\vo young, sparsely covered with long black 
down (Proud). 

Museuu DtAcsosB. Sec Field Gharactcis, 

Young, like adult but crest shorter; rufous of nape paler; vinaceous of breast 
less marked. 

UZASUKEMEKT3 

Wing Bill Tama Tail 

(from skull) 

( 3(9 62-66 15-17 18-19 51-53 mm 

(Rand & Fleming, Mayr, Stresematm, SA) 
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IVci^t 3 c?(?-r2-16; 299 12, 12 g (GD, SA). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill pinkish or reddish brown. and 
wt yellow-brown to orange-brown. 


1374. Bladkdunned Yuhina. Tuhtm ragrimenla ragrimrnhi Hodgson, 
Tchaa mgrimaita Hodgson, 1845, in Jour, AstaL Soc. Bengal 14: 562 
(Nepal) 

Tuhaa mgrimentam HSana Koelz, 1954, Contrib. InsL Regional 
Exploration, No. 1 ; 9 (Karong, Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 343, Vol. 1 : 320 
Plate 78, fig, 16 

LOCAL KASfB. 7icrTtngifig.pfio (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 11 cm (4} in,). 

field CHARACTERS, A Small yuhina With CTCcdlc black cTcst, black lofcs 
xnd^ idiin and black-and-red bill. Above, crest black with scalc-Uke grey 
edgings. Lores black. Nape and sides of bead grey. Rest of upperparts 
o!ivc-bro^^m. Below, chin blade; throat white. Rest of underparts pale fulvous. 
Sexes alike. 

. STATUS, DisTRiBUTioK and HABITAT. Resident, uncommon to rare west 
of Sikkim; common eastward. The Himalayan foothills from Garhwal 
(Hume collection) and Kumaon (Whymper, JBNHS 14: 607) cast through 
the Nepal duns (Bmvas, JBNHS 59: 224; Flcnung & Traylor, Fieldiana 
53: 17^, DaijecHng, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; Nagaland, Manipur, 
the hills of Assam (rare m the Khasi Hills), and thc Chittagong Hill Tracts 
of East Pakistan. From c. 300 to 1800 m; these altitudes arc winter records; 
breeding zone within these extre mes not satisfactorily determined ta thc 
Hiiaala)'as. In Assam the bre e ding zone is 1000 to 18(X) m (Baker). Affects 
evergreen forest and secondary jungle, particulariy in overgrown cultivatioa 
clearings. 

BxtTaBrdtel. Thc species extends to southern Szechuan and northern 
Vietnam; also Fukien. 

ozneral habits' Very g regarious, active restless and noi^; usuaHy 
*ocn in flocks of 15 to 20 or in mixed parries with other ' tinies *, bualy 
hunting in the canopy of lofty trees as wdl as in low shrubs, clinging ride^ys 
w upside-down to the sprigs to peer tmder the lca\*cs for insects. Sometimes 

the tall grass which grows tmder trees, 

food. Quefiy insects; afro berries, seeds and fiotvcr-nectar. 

VOICE and calls. Bir^ of a party keep up a Ih^y chorus of low ^ce|ring 
Otters occasionally brealdng out into louder, shriller calls. 

ereeddco. Season, hlarch to July. Nest, a compact cup of moss and moss 
roots lined with \*cry fine grass stems or rootlets. It ts dither suspended in the 
lichen hanging from branches of tr e es within a couple of metres from thc 
ground, or fastened to the exposed, hanging roots on banks from whidi earth 
has faCm ms-ay. Eggs, no rmall y 4, either a pale sea-green profttscly spotted 
all o\Tr with very pie brown, small blotiies forming fidrly wdU-defined 
hroad rings at thc Urge end, or * pale clay or clay-green with the ipofr 
nuiDertms but smaller. Average sire of 12 eggs 16*2 X 12*3 mm (Baker). 
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Museum Diackcxsis. Set Field Clharactcn. 

Young, like adult but upperparts, edges of and tail browner. Crest shorter, 
pale edga to the feathers less clear. Primary and taO characters present; postjuvcnal 
moult complete. 

UEA5UREUEKTS 


^Vmg 

BUI 

(&om skull) 

Tama 

TaU 

52-59 

13-14 

10-18 

38-39 nun 

53-59 

13-14 

r. 16 

36-39 mm 


(BB, SA, Ktnnear) 

Weight 4 (s'e? 2 9 1? 8, 9 g (SDR, SA). 3 o’ 9 g (SA). 

COLOURS 07 BARE PARTS. Iris hazcl-browo. BUI: upper mandible horny brown 
to black, lower and gape orange-red, coral-red or pink with brownish dp; mouth 
bright orange-red. Legs and feet ydlowbb hrown or orange-flesh; claws pale homy 
brown. 


1375. Whitcbcnied YaHna« YtAdna xemihoUxeca xmlholevca (Hodgson) 

Erp.\oTnul ^Jholnsa [xtc] Hodgson in Blyth, 1844, Jour. AsiaL Soc. 

Bengal 13: 380 (central region of Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 350, Vol. 1 : 325 
Plate 78, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAME. Psngpo-fiho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length e. II cm (4 in.). 

FIELD otARACTERS. AboTf, entirely olive-green, edges of tail yclkjw; 

head tufted. Below, and car-coverts greyish white ; 
imder tail-covcrts ^xUow. Sexes alike. 

FTATTJS, puTRis tm o?? and HABITAT. Resident, 
locally common, subject to vertical or erratic 
movements. From extreme western Nepal 
(Fleming Traylor, FUldsena 53: 176), cast 
through Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; Nagaland, 
hlaiupur, the hills of Assam (scarce or rare) and 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts of East Pakistan. Breeding zone not satisfiictorily 
determined. Appears to have a wide altitudinal range, both summer and 
winter, rcmarlmbly so in the latter season. Biswas found it in the duns at r, 
600 m m May which is thc breedmg season, while Fleming recorded it at 
2250m and 900 m in winter. According to Proud it is most common around 
1500 m in autumn and winter. In Sikldm it is found below KXX) m fAe Stevens 
wdiile Sdlim AH noted i t from 360 to 2250 m in winter. Farther cast it is said 
to be common in tbe duars and to extend well into the plains of north 
Lakhimpur in winter (Stevens) and up to 2600 m in northern Burma in thc 
same season. In Assam it ts found from the foothills to 900 m, brp fd mg; 
mostly between 300 and 600 m, once only as high as 1200 m (Baker). Affects 
rhododendron trees, secondary growth and evergreen forest, especially in 
open, spaces such as glades, stream rides or forest edges, and Ught deddeotjs 
forest 
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Exlralimlat. Extends to Butma and western Thailand. The spedes 
ranges north to northwestern Yunnan, east to Fukien, Kwangtung and 
Vietnam, south through the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. 

GENEBAi. HABtTS. Scems to be less gregarious than other yuhinas; often 
found solitary, in pairs or in small parties by themselves although" they also 
consort with tits, miijas and other small babblers, the docks ‘ flowing ’ 
rapidly from tree to tree. Frequents mostly the lower canopy and higher 
busfies, clinging to sprigs and searching the foliage* like a tit. Its sprightly 
and restless disposition reminds one also oi Pkylloscopus or Zosterops. 

FOOD. Mostly insects and their larvae, particularly small caterpillars; 
also berries and flower-nectar. 

VOICE and calis. Unrecorded; a very silent species. 

BREEDING. Season, from the end of March through April and May, 
Akrt, a little cup of fine fibres, moss and rootlets, lined with fine, dark- 
coloured leaf-stems. Suspended between two horizontal tivigs from about 
half a metre to 2 m above the ground, usually around one metre. Bariks of 
streams, glades and forest edges are favourite nesting-sites. Eggs, 2 or 3, 
white, thinly marked with speckles and small blotches of pale piiiish red, 
sometimes forming an ill-defined ring at the large end. Average size of 20 
eggs 16-7 X 12-7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Young, a dull edition of the adult; upperparts with a brownish cast,' Primary 
and tail characters present; postjuvenal moult complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



66-72 

J4-J5 

16-19 

44-49 mm 

60-66 

14-15 

16-18 

42-47 mm 


(H\V, SA, Heinrich) 

Weight 4 ri'd' 12-17; 2 ? 9 U, 12 g (GD, SDR), 2 oo? B, 11 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris browB. Bill: uppcT mandiblc brown, lower whitish 
grey. Legs and feet whitish grey. 

Genus Alcippb Blyth 

AUippe Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 370, 384, Type, by xnonotypy, 
T, poioiaphala J erdon «■ 

/Wpemf Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13; 933. Type, by original desig- 
nation, Pr. nmpee/us, nec Propanu Hodgson, 1841 (= Mtnla) 

Schoemparus Hume, 1 874, Stray Feathers 2 : 449. Type, by subsequent designation 
(Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Birds Brit. Mus. 7; 606), Minta rufogulons Mandelli ' 

Ftdcelta David & Oustalct, 1877, Ois. Chine, text: 220. Type, by subsequent 
designation (Sharpe, I3i33), Siva cifuTexeepsVeire^isx 

ISopanu Oates, 1889, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 1 : 174. Type, by original designation, 
Propams} ehysamt » ehjysoHs Blyth 

Pseudomnla Oates, 1894, Ibis; 480; new name for Sittiparus Oates. Type, by 
original designation, Mitila exturea Blyth 

JMppoms Oberholser, 1922, Snrilh. Misc. Coll. 74; 1. New name for AUippe 
Blyd) (based on type, AUippe evurea Blyth nee Eyton) 

Cf. Riley, J, H., 1933, Auk 50; 363-4 (use of AUippe and genotype). 
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BUI stout, slightly curved. NosWls covered by a membrane. Ricial briiUa 
developed in most spicies. Wins short and rounded. ^ 

Key to the Speciee 

A A wcU-marfced supcrcilium 

1 A yeUow superdlium 

2 A-black supeidUum, no white a. mpdaii, ia 

3 A white supercilium 

a A chesmut band across throat A.nfipdem ' lij 

b Throat streaked tvith brown . .d. cimpntss lif 


c Not as a or b 

i A black shouldcr-patch A. cesUmapi 1)1 

u No black shoulder-patch A.hteaes lu 

B No superdlium 

4 Undetparts yellow ,lj 

5 Underparts not yellow 

d Wing edged with contrasting pale grey 

iii Nape unstreaked . A. einerrUefu JJJ 

iv Nape with dark streaks ' r d. ifrwMu 118 

e Wing without contrasting outeredge A. paieieepHela 12 


^CIPPZ CHRYSOTB (Blyth) 
to the Snbspedea 


A white streak through crown A.c. eihilinesta 

No streak through crown A. e. ehiysoth 


1376. Himalayan Goldenbreasted Tit-Babbler. Alcippe chysods 
chiysolis (Blyth) 

1 

Pr.{opcnts) thyiotxs Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 938 
(Himalaya = Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 309 (part), Vol. 1 : 293 
Plate 80, fig. II 

LOCAL NAME. PfOTtg-san^.pho (Lcpchs). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length tr. 11 cm (4J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovt, CTOwn blacJdsh; car-coverts pale stivcr-grc)*. 
Back olive. Wing bladdsh with orange-yellow outer edge and an orangt 
longitudinal patch; inner edge white; secondaries tipped svith while. Tail 
brown, the basal two thirds edged with orange-yellow. Below, throat grey 
with sUvery tips. Rest of und'erparts yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. A rather scarce resident, subject to 
some vertical 'movements. The Himalayas from eastern Nepal (Stevcni, 
JBNHS 29 : 734) .cast through Daijceiing, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; 
from r. 2400 to 3000 m in summer and bet^veen 2000 and at least 2600 ni 
in. winter. Affects dense growth on steep hillsides, particularly bamboo 
jungle. 

Extralimiud. The species extends to. northern Burma, southwestern 
Szechuan and northern Vietnam, 
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GENERAL HABITS. A Confiding spccics met with in large parties of up to 
fifty birds in the non-breeding season, sometimes associated >vith parrotbills 
(JParadoxomis nipaUnsis) or other small babblers. Forages low do^vn in thickets, 
* Bowing * on from bush to bush. Movements very tit-like; often seen hanging 
upside-do^vn on a sprig peering under the leaves for insects. 

FOOD. Insects, small berries and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Utters a continual low twitter as it flits from twig 
to twig. Not inteUigibly described, 

BREEDING. Not recorded since Hodgson, Season, May and June. Afesl, 
egg-shaped, fixed wth its longest diameter perpendicular to the ground in 
a baml^ clump, between the small lateral shoots, a few feet ftom the 
ground; entrance on the side. Made of bamboo leaves and broad blades of 
grass, lined with a little grass and rootlets. Eggs, 3 or 4, pinkish white, 
thinly speckled and spotted ivith broivnish red, tending to Form a cap or 
zone at the large end. Measurements, c. 12*7 X 17*7 nim (Hodgson in 
Hume & Oates’s J^esis and Eggs, Vol. 1 : 120). 

Museum Diacnoms. Differs from dbilineala in lacking the ^vhite coronal stripe. 
For details of plumage, sec Baker loc. cit. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

y JO (5) 20-22 46-49 mw 

9 9 50-55 J ' 

(Kinnear, SA) 

Weight 1 S' 5*5 g (SA). 

/COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1377. 


1377. Assam Goldcnbreastcd Tit-Babbler. AUippe cfay satis albilineata 
(Koclz) 

Liopasus ehiysotis elhilineaUts Koclz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. 

Regional Explorafion, No. J; 7 fKarong (Sungtun), Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 309 (part), Vol. 1 : 293 


ZKL NAMES, None recorded. 

E Sparrow — ; length r. 11 cm (41 in.). 

LD CHARACTERS. Like 1376 but with a white coronal stnpc from 

,ead to nape. i.’ 

^TUS, DCTRiBunoN aiui HABITAT. Scarce resident. Assam m the 
, Nagaland and hfanipur, from 1800 to 2700 m. Same biotope as 1376. 
liEKAi. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1376. 

EEDma. Unrecorded; probably as in 1376. 

anUK DIAO.SOS1S. Differs from chysoHs (1370) in having a compleuous while 
lal stripe and a richer colour overall. 

ASUREUZI^ 

•c on basal half, bluish on the contmissiire; lower mandible blue, pal p 
’and feet purple-flesh; soles tinged yellow (Koelx). 
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1378. Dusky Greeit or Yellowthroated Tif-Babbler. Alripft onnta 
(Blyth) 

Minla Am, a Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 449 (Darjcelmg) 
AUipp, dAacmi Yen, 1936, L'Obrnu 6: 449. Nesr name for 
Minis Amia Blylb, nol preoccupied 
Baker, FBI No. 301, Vol. It 287 
Plate 78, fig. 7 



LOCAL NAME. Doo^pe^e kashiha (Caebari). 

SIZE. Sparrow —; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). • v, the feathers 

ElEU, CHAKAGTEHS. ^frck S^^pc'oa sid« of 

cro“wn, a conspicuous yellow supercilmmfmw 
lores to nape and another black stripe m 

through eye. Rest of upperparU grevvh oh^ 
Belou/, yellow, olivaceous on sides 
belly. Sexes alike. tj-M/ant 

STATUS, DGTKnitmoHand HABITAT. R«dmh 

locally distributed. The 
from central Nepal (Proud, JBNHS 48: 700) east tlb 

Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; Assam (rare) ^ib,an; 

Nagaland, Manipur, and the Chittagong HiH Tract C 

from e. 1000 to 2100 m at all seasons. Afiects cZ! 

mainly in glades or breaks such as made by streams, j g ’ 

also bamboo clumps and cut-over scrub. 

ExtmUmtal. Extends cast to northern Law. acocialioni 

OENERAL HABITS. Usually found m large flocks m the g . j. 
of small babblers, darting in and out of the undergrowth and buttling 
and fro in incessant movement. . , i 

FOOD. Unrecorded. Doubtl^ aj twittering while 

voms. A low cHp-chip (Stanford) and_a 

''^L'into. &arnn, April 

mp, sometimes domed or semi-domed, made miirriab blending 

■roads, and fined tWth One shreds of grass or rootlets .be 

veil with the surroundings. Most nests arc placed r,,f^onnally 4, 

between boulders, others low dotvn m bamboo ntof”- rtipplinP. 

meommonly 3, pale buff to warm buff, ^ 

loalcscing to form a wcU-defined ring around the larg 

>f 60 eggs 18-3 X 14-3 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diaonoso- See Field Characters. 

iszAsimettzetn , ~ T«a 

wing Bill Tafnis 




51-58 


(from itull) 
11-13 


20-23 


38-44 nun 
(Diier, SA) 


(SA) crphik. Bm:u^»andib.ehUahh, 
r bone-colour. Legs, feel and elawi dull >-ellow (Sunford). 
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1379.* Clhestnnt-headed Tit^Babbler. Aldppe casteineceps casior^ceps 
(Hodgson) 

Mvda CastcTJteps Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Hcv. 2 (1); 33 (Nepal, restricted 
to Chandragiri Pass, central Nepal, by Riplejy 1950, JBNHS 49: 397) 

MirJa brvrjukauda Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus, 7: 609 (Shillong)^ 
Psrj£7r:vila eejUmeiups garoauis Koclz, 1951, Jour. Zool. So*:. India 3: 29 
{Turn Mt, Garo Hills)* 

Atcippe ecst£iuueps tcagstsfei W>iine, 1954, North Western Naturalist, Kcy-I4st of 
Palaearc. and Oriental Pass. Bds., pi. 3 : 397. Nw name for 
A. trmneiccuda Sharpe, preoccupied 
Baker, FBI No, 302 and 303, Vol. 1 : 288^9 
Plate 78, fig. 6 

LOCAX. HAvms. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c, 10 cm (4 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Above^ CTOwn chcstnut streaked %vith ^vhite on fore- 
head and wth rufous on crown and nape. A broad white superdlium; a 
blackish post-ocular stripe; car-coverts' mostly ^vhite; a narrow dark malar 
stnpc. Wing with a noticeable black shoulder-patch behind which a rufous 
patch, and pale outer edge. Rest of upperparts olive.' Brto, whitish with 
olive-rufous sides. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoK and HABITAT. Gothmon resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The Himalayas from central Nepal cast through Daijeeling, 
Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA; the hills of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, and 
the Cluttagong Hill Tracts of East Pakistan. Breeds between 1500 and 3000 m, 
mostly above 1 800 m. Noted in winter between 700 and 2400 m. Breeds 
somewhat lower in Assam where recorded in svintcr as lotv as 300 m. Affects 
heavy evergreen undcrgrotvth at edge of forest and on abandoned clearings. 

ExtralimiUil. Extends to central Tcnasscrim and northwestern Thailand. 
The species ranges cast to Vietnam and south through the ^lalay Peninsula. 

CE.\*ERAL HABITS. In the non-brccding season keeps in large flocks, by 
ihemscK’cs .or mixed wth tninlas, yuhinas, tits, Ic^ %varblers, etc., the 
composition of flocks varying according to altitude and season. Behaves 
much like the smaller parrotbills, hunting feverishly in the foliage of dense 
bushes and undcrgro\s'th, the flocks ‘ flowing ’ from tree to tree. Frequently 
climbs up vertical trunks, clinging to the bark or moss, searching crannies 
and crevices. 

room Insects and, on occasion, tree sap. 

VOICE and calls. A distinctive call of thiee notes iu-twte-Uoee in crescendo 
(Smythics). A tit-like cheep and a rather distinctive churring^urr which can 
ht very soft or loud and harsh. 

BREEDiKc. Season, April to July, diiefiy May and June. J/est, usually 
domed, sometimes a deep cup ; made mostly of green moss with some bamboo 
leaves, and lined vsith fine grass or rootlets. Placed in a tangle of creepers 
climbing up trees or bushes vrithin three metres or so from the ground, 
among the moss covering tree-trunks or on a sloping moss- and fem-covered 

• la^ew ofBtfwas's remarks (JBNHS 59 (1) : 225) and a subsequent re-examiaation, 
wc would admit the v^dity of bmwicstis (Khasi Htik) on the basis of paler bead colour. 
Gcroruu and tMgsi^n, however, seem to us synonymous with nominate easteueeps. 
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bank, snugly hidden in clumps of ferns or orchids. Eggs 4, occasionally 3, 
chalky, white, marked with blotches of inky black, forming a well-marked 
ring around the large end, with secondary markings of pale inky lavender. 
Average size of 28 eggs 17*7 x 13-4 mm (Baker). Incubation by both 
sexes; period undctcnnhied. 

Museum DiACKOsa. Sec Field Cbaractcn. Young like adult. 

UZASUREUEKTS 



■Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tamis 

Tail 

o' o’ 

56-61 ■ 

12-13 

20-21 

41-46 mm 

9 9 

50-56 

10-13 

20-21 

40-46 mm 


(BB, Rand 8: Fleming, SA) 

Wright 19 9 8-12 (av. 11) g— SDR, SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bfown. Bill hoTny brown, yellowish at base of 
lower mandible. Legs, feet and claws olive-brown; soles yellow, 

Alcippe VDfiPEcrus (Hodgson) 


Key to the Subspecies 




Page 

A Throat white 


I Head brighter, car-coverts darker 

A. V. keigrcs 

114 

2 Head duller, car-coverts paler 

B Throat streaked 

A. V. tiripectas 

115 

3 Coronal stripes dark brown 

A. r. chmbiensis 

116 

4 Coronal stripes reddish brovm 


116 


1380. Western WIxitebrowed Tit-Babbler. Alcippe vimpectus kangrae 
(Ticchurst & Whistler) 

Fuheita vinipecta kangree Ticdiunt 8: ‘Whistler, 1924, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 

44: 71 (Palumpur, 6000 ft, Kangra) 

Baker, FBI No. 304 (part). Vol. 1 : 290 

LOCAL HAME3. Nonc recorded, 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 11 cm (4J in.). 

FIELD C31ARACTERS. As in 1381, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common, subject 
to vertical movements. The western Himalayas from Dhanmala to Garhwal; 
from c. 2700 to over 3300 m in summer and between 1500 and at least 
2700 m in winter. Affects low» scrub, dwarf willow and ringal bamboo in 
summer, and scrub-covered hillsides and bushy nullahs in winter. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1381. 

BREEDINO. As in 1381. 

Museum Diacnoszs. Diflen from zvapestss (1381) by the brighter head, daiker 
ear-coverts, more rusty lower back, rump, and edges of the primaries and their 
coverts, and the slightly browner a'bdomcn (Kinnear, [bis 1939: 750). 

U£A5Ulua£ENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1381. 
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1381, Nepal 'WHtebrowed Tit-Babbler. Alcippe virdpectns vimpectus 
(Hodgson) 

Jfra mpecCas Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2 (2): 89 
(Nepal, ratricted to «ntral Nepal by Ripley’, S^mopsis: 412) 

Baker, FBI No' 304 (part), Vol. 1 : 290 
Plate 78, fig. 14 
local kaues. None recorded. 

Sparrow — ; length c. 11 cm (41 in,). 
held characters. Above, crown, car-coverts and back brown; a broad 
wlute mperalium from c>‘e to nape, above wlurii a darker brown stripe. Rump 
^d wings rusty, the latter (when closed) with a black line and pale outer 
edge. Below, tluoat and breast white, lower belly oHve-brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A hlgh-clcvation babbler, fairly 
common and resident, subject to vertical movements. The Himalayas in 
western and central Nepal, from c. 2400 to 4200 m in summer, mostly above 
30(W m, and from 1500 to 3000 m in winter. Affects rhododendron and 
jt^pCT scrub, light forest of pine, birch or spruce, and forest edges with 
dcarings and plenty of undergrowth and ring^ bamboo. 

' central habits. In the non-breeding season keeps in flocks of up to 
tvs'cnty individuals, by themselves or in mixed company, hunting in bushes, 
undcrgrovs'th and low trees — even vvhen heavdly shroud^ in snow in winter 
* m acrobatic tit-like maimer though somewhat slovvcr in its movements. 
Confiding and inquisitive: will often approach within arm’s reach of an 
obscn,'cr to fussily investigate. Behaviour also reminiscent of Chiysomma 
sinense and Durnetia Ivsperythra. Flocks break up during the breeding season 
though small groups may still be observ’ed, probably family parlies. 

FOOD. In the breeding season, almost e-xclurivcly insects — caterj^lars 
t>ring a favourite food; at other times also takes small seeds and berries. 

VOICE and CALLS. A soft, high-pitched and incessant eWp, cfdp (Sm>'thies) 
or a clear tnrid (Schafer). A chmr of alarm. Song, a faint 
gh’cn while flicking its tail up and its head fons-ard (Flcirung). 

breeding. Season, mid April to July. P*est, a deep cup exteriorly mide of 
moss and grass, follo^^•cd by a layer of fibres, birch bark, barab^ leaves, 
then a ^ck layer of rootlets, finally a lining of hair. Placed in a fork in a 
hush within a couple of metres from the ground, or suspended among the 
hranchicts of a bamboo clump. Eggs, nonu^y 3, greenish with oliTi*c 
fiecJdiigs (Dicssclhorst), grc>'-blue with a few black blotches (Baker), pale 
with brm\-n blotches (Osmaston), tvith a fe>v purple freckles, all 
chiefly around the large end. 'Unlike any other timalinc eggs in 
ipycarance. Average size of 49 eggs 18*8 X 13*7 mm (Baker). 

Mussxm Diacnoso. See Field Characters. Differs from efcsaHnirij in ha\'£ag a 
^fkite, umtreaked throat (intergrades are found in eastern Nepal). For distinefioa 
msa kaigrct, see 1 380 under Xluseum Diagnosis. Colour of crown varies in depth- 
^ ®ung, liic adult but upperparts more rusty; dark coronal stripes less distinct; 
UJeals <Kx throat; flanks paler (Whistler). 

4S’mg Bni Tarrjs Tail 

(from skull) 

d’d' 54-62 10-11 23-24 48-55 tarn 

9 9 51-60 ICKll 23-24 46-54 mm 

(BB, Rand & Flesaias) 


Wright 6 o’oi n-13; 5 9 9 H-IS g (GD). 

cOLOxnis OF BARE PARTS. Iris sTuiablc: creamy wlute, biscuit colour, brown or 
pale gr e r nwh yrilow. Bill homy brovm, flesh-colour at base of lower mandible. 
Legs, feet and claws homy brown, somcv»'hat lighter than failL 


1382. Eastern WBitebrowed Tit-Babbler. Alcippe vinipectus chsmhiensis 
(Kinnear) 

Ftdceila rinipeefas chenbiensis Kinnear, 1939, Ibis: 751 
(Yatung, Chumbi Valley) 

Baker, FBI No. 304 (part), VoL 1 : 290 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccofdcd. 

srr.y.. Sparrow — ; length c. 11 cm (41 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1381 but throat streaked with brown. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. CoEomon rcsidcot, subject to vertical 
movements. Eastern Nepal, from the Okhaldunga district cast through 
Daijecling, Sikkim and Bhutan to the Rudo La, cast of which it appears 
to be replaced by A. cinereiceps; howc\’cr it probably occun through NEFA 
at suitable altitudes since the spcdcs is found again in northern Burma. 
Both this species and cinereiceps occur in the same ranges south of theBrahma- 
putra. Altitudinal distribution and biotope as in 1381. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. piS in 1381. 

BREEDINO. As in 1381. 

Museum Diacnoss. Dificn from tinipec&s in being generally darker and with 
dusky streaks on throat and upper breast. 


MEASXDtEMZNTS 


Wing Bill 

(Grom skull) 

Tamo 

TaO 

4 d'a’ 5S-62 

10-n 

23-24 

52-55 

6 $ V 53-62 

AVdght 6 9 1 1-13 g (SA). 

JO-Jl 

23-25 

52-55 

(SA) 


COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As XU 1381. 


1383. Assam WTritebrowed Tlt-Babblcr. Alcippe vinspectns eusUm 
(Ogilric-Grant) 

PrtpGTtu cssira Ogilvie*Grant, 1895 Bulk Brit. Om, CL 5: 3 
(Manipur and the Naga Hilb) 

Baker. FBI No. 305, VoL 1 : 291 

LOCAL KAKZ- De>p^i~g:ra (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. II cm (4| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1381, q.V. 

sTATtrs, DisTRiEunoN and habitat. Resident, Nagaland, Manipur and 
Assam in the Barail range, from 1 500 to at least 2700 m in winter, probably 
higher in summer (since the adjoining cxtrallmital subspecies npperi is 
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found from 2500 m to the highest peak on Mt Victoria). Affects stuntea 
rhododendron and oak forests, dense reed-bamboo and scrub at the edge of 
forest. 

Extralimital. The species extends to southeastern Szechuan, and northern 
Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1381. 

BREEDING. Unrecorded; probably as in 1381. 

MusEUii Diagnosis. Differs from vinipecttis in having the bead duller brown, 
the coronal stripes more reddish brown, and the throat streaked with reddish brown.' 
For distinction from perstriala of Burma, see JBNHS 50: 502. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OP BARE PARfs. As in 1381. 

Weight 2 C?(J1 11, 12 g (SDR). 

Alcippe cinereiceps (Verreaux) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Throat white with dark streaks. *.A,c. ludlowi 

Throat smoke-grey with dark streaks A. c. manipurensis 

1 384. Himalayan Brownheaded Tst-Babbler. Alcippe cinereiceps ludlowi 
(Kinnear) 

Fuhetta ludlowi Kinnear, 1935, Bull. Brit. Orh. Cl. 55: 134 
(Sakden, eastern Bhutan, 9000 ff) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 78, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c, II cm (4^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovej head chocolate-brown, sides of head and 
nape reddish brown. Rest of upperparts and underparts as in A. vinipectus 
(1381). Distinguished from the latter species by the absence of white super- 
cilium and the dark brown line above it. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBUTio.N and HABITAT. Gommon resident, subject to some 
vertical movements. Eastern Bhutan and southeast Tibet in the Pachakshiri 
district and the upper Subansiri, NEFA in the Tawang area, probably 
occurring throughout the Agency at suitable altitudes; from 2200 m (winter; 
possibly also lower) to 3500 m (summer). Affects bamboo and rhododendron 
forest. 

general habits, FOOD and voice. As in 1385. 

BREEDING. Un^OWn. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from manipitrensis in having a white groimd colour 
to throat. For details of plumage see Ibis 1937: 38. 

Young (juvenile) like adult bu.t paler. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing, 59-84; 9 9 5&-~60 mm (NBK). Other measurements as in 1385. 

colours op BARE PARTS. IrLs brown. Bill dark horn, fleshy at base of lower 
mandible. Legs and feet fleshy brown (Ludlow. More details under 1 385). 
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1385. Maniirar Brownbeaded Tit-Babbler. JUippt cimmt, 
/Tumipurensu (Ogilvie-Grant) ^ 

Pnpams mmtpurmU Ogavic-Gnxnt, 1906, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 16: 123 
(Owentulno Fcalc, Manipur Hiila) 

Eater, FBI No. 307, Vol. 1 : 292 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow length c. 11 cm (4i in.). 

■EtELD CHARACTERS. As In 1384 but ground colour of throat pale naoij. 
grey instead of whiter" 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident, probably subject to»~ 
vertical movements. Nagaland, Manipur (Owenkuino Peat) and Asm 
in the Barail Range, from 1500 m in winter to over 2500 m in sumne. 
Appears to occupy a slightly lower zone than A. vimpictm and to rtpto 
it, the two species having never been recorded in the same area. AlTctti 
secondary scrub-jimgle, especially bramble, and also dense bamboo. . 

Extralimital. Extends through Burma (including the Chin Hdh) to 
western Yunnan. The spedcs ranges north to southwestern Kansu sad 
Hopeh, and east to northern Vietnam, Fukien and Formosa. 

OENERAt HABITS. Very similar to those of A. mniptetus (1381). la iL; 
non-breeding season keeps in parties of six to ten, often in company mi 
other small babblers or leaf warblers. The birds scramble about in itnib 
close to the ground, sometimes ascending trees. Usually very confiding, 

FOOD. Chiefly insects. 

VOICE and calls. A rattling song of three or four' notes (Stanford), 
Cali, a tit-like chrep (SDR). 

BREEDmo. Unknotvn. Season, apparently beginning in April. 

Museum Diagnosis. DiiTcrs from tiutlowi (1384) in having the ground colour d 
throat pale srnoke-grcY instead af while. For details of fresh plumage see JB.NHS 
50: 503. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

'2 {?<? 55,56 10, 10 ' 23,23 52,53 an 

Ip 51 10 — 50 an 

'■ (SDR) 

Wing (p 9 51-57; tail 49-54 mm (Mayr) 

Weight 2 (ft? 10, 10 g (SDR). 

COLOURS' OF nARE PARTS. Iris variable: pale pinkish yellow or straw yeHoR 
(Stanford): tf yellowish brown, 9 palc pinkish brown (SDR). Bill: f hhdi 
9 dark brown. I.cgs and feet: tf dark brotvn to Tcybh brown, 9 brown'uh flohj 
claws grey or bone colour. 

1385a. Streakthroated Tit-Babbler. Alcippe striaticollis (Vcntaiw) 
Siva striaticollis Verreaux, 1B70, Nouv. Arcb. Mu*. Hut. Nat. (Psrii) 

6 : 38 (Muping) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Nottc recoidcd. 

SEE, Sparrow length 11 cm (4k in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovet brown with darker streaks on head, nape and 
upper back; lores black; wing chestnut with a pale grey outer edge. Below, 
throat and breast white, conspicuously streaked %vith dark brown. Belly 
whitish grey. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from both vinipectus and cinereiceps by the dark brown 
streaks on upper back and the Jack of rusty on rump, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Not recorded withDi our limits but 
it may occur in northern NEFA since it has been collected by Ludlow in 
many localities of southeast Tibet north of the main range, from the Tsari 
Valley (upper Subansiri} to Tripe {Ibis 1944: 81 and 1951: 556). Also 
obtained at Tripd by Bailey [JBNHS 24: 75, but erroneously identified as 
vinipectus by Baker, Ludlow (1944)]. Has a wide altitudinal range in 
summer, from 2800 to 4200 m. Replaces vinipectus at higher altitudes when 
both occur. There is presumably a withdrawal from the upper altitudes in 
the cold season. Affects shrubbery and is particularly fond of rhododendron 
and holly-oak. 

Extralimital. Extends to eastern Szechuan and southwestern Kansu. 

GENERAL HABITS. A grcgarious, confidiog but inconspicuous species. 
Very active. 

FOOD. Unrecorded. 

VOICE and calls. A clear Iserrr-tserr, deceptive as it varies in intensity, 
so that one may believe the bird to be a stone’s throw away while it suddenly 
appears within a couple of metres (Schafer). 

BREEDING. A ncst found by Bailey on 1 5 July was made of grass, covered 
with moss and lichen on the outside and lined with hair. It was * han^g 
in a branch of bamboo * and contained four eggs. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Charactexs. 

Young, like adult but darker above and duller below. 

measurements 

Wing 6 ri* 61-62; 7 9 9 58-60 mm (Kinnear) 

Bill from skull c. 12; tarsus c. 23; tail c. 59 mm 

colours of bare parts. Iris yellowish white to Icmon-ycllow. Bill: upper mand- 
ible homy, lower fieshy pink. Legs and feet homy brown to fleshy brown. 

Alcippe rufooularis (Mandelli) 

Key to the Sabspedea 


Darker on crown; back rufescent brown A. r. collaris 

Crown paler; back brown Tufogulens 


1386. Himalayan Rerithroated Tit-Babbler. AlAppe njopslatis 
rvfogularis (Mandelli) 

Mbda rvfotidam Mandelli, 1B73, Stray Feathers 1; 416 (Bhutan Dears) 
Baker, FBI No. 300 (part), Vol. 1 : 286 
Plate 78, fig. 8 

local names. None recorded, 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (4| in.). 
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FIELD CHARAcrTERS. Abovc, crown rufou5-bro\m bordered by a br^d 
black stripe from forehead to nape. Lores, superdb'um and 'J’ 

Ear-coverts dark brown. Rest of upperparts bro>vn. Behw, . 1 ,:,%? 

white with a wide chestnut band across the latter, C^tre of be y t 
sides olive-brown; under tail-coverts fulvous. Sexes al^e. 

The chestnut throat-band easily identifies this spedcs. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, fairly cotnmo. 
Himalayan foothills from the Jalpaiguri duan cast to the Dinai^ » 
the plains level to c. 900 m. Affects undergrowth in evergreen ores . 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 2387. 

BREEDING. As j’n 1387. ... ^ 

Museum Diacnosis, See Field Characlcn. For distinction from » 

1387. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As iU 1387. 


1387. Assam Redthroated Tit-Babbler. Alcippe rufagularis fd/an 
Walden 

Alcippe collaris Walden, 1874, Ann. Mag- Nat. Hist. H. l^G 
(Sadiya, upper Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 300 (part), Vol- 1 : 286 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (4| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1386, q.v. ; NEFA east 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common mtden . ihrougb 

1 C range of the nominate race (about the Dihang /^a 

ic Sadiya Frontier Tract, the Patkai Range, Nagaland, P, ^ 
i the Cachar hills, and East PakisUn in the northc^t^ aoVch bamboi 
hittagong Hill Tracts; from ,thc plains level to c. 900 tn . 
nglc, scrub, secondary growth and undcigrowth m cvcrgrcc 
Extralimital. The species extends cast to Vietnam, 

GENERAL-HABITS. Crccps about and skulks in Qcnw ^ ntherimsy 
ound, j'n small restless parties offen mixed witli icason. 

ibblcrs, abo feeding on the ground. In pairs m the bre mg 
FOOD. Mainly insects. , ehif'chtf 

VOICE and CALLS. A musical chip^ckstrr (Stanford) or ch p C 
hile on the move (SA). Anmai rathtt 

BREEDING. Scoson, March t6 June, mostly Apnl. Bes » . l-nrtJ 

oscly made of dead leaves, grass, roots, moss and a lew . 

St with rootlets with an inner layer of dead leaves, 

ound or on fiillcn rubbish, rarely at the bottom of a bus ,• — '^Erei, 

eepers and cane, generally blending well ^vith the 

jrmally 3, seldom 4, similar to tJiosc of A. bnmua y I 4 * 7 ir.ni 

a brorvn and more grey. Average site of 100 eggs 

Mltbuu DiACWOm. Diffen from rsfepderis (1386) in being darker on 
d rufescent on the back. Flanks more hcariJy wash«* with brown. 
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\S'mg 

BUI 

Tarsus 


(from skull) 


55-60 

13-14 

21 

55-57 

13-14 

21 


121 


Ta3 

46-49 mm 
46-47 mm 
(SA) 


coiouw or BAjtx BAJCis. Ins bnm-n. Bill blade. Legs and feet •j-cllovir. 


1388. Rnfosisiicaded Tit-Babbler. Alcippe hnamea mendeUi 
(God\vin-A\isten) 


Mvda nerAtUi Godwin-Austen, 1876, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 18: 33 
(Kaga Hills, Northeast Bengal) 

Sd-. 9 mpervs dcHw arta Koch, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 39 
(Shillong Peak, Khasi Hills) 

Baker. PBI No. 293, Vol. 1 ; 284 
PUtc 78, fig. 3 



IjOCAl sake. Deo-dxtier (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow length f. 13 cm (5 in.). 

TOLD CHARACTERS. Ahov<j CTOwn r^lfous-b^o^^m, more rufous on forehead, 
bordered by black stripes starting above the 
cj'c and meeting on the upper back. A broad 
white supcrdlium; lores dark b^o^^'n; car- 
covchs umber-bro%v’n. Rest of upperparts olive- 
broiivn. Beto'Xj buffish ^vhite. Sexes alike. 

Very similar to A. rufogtdans but lacks the 
chestnut band on throat. 

STATCS, DETRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Common 
resident. Assam in the Khasi and Cachar hills, 
Nagaland and Manipur. Two records north of the Brahmaputra: Dafla 
HiHs [Godtvdn- Austen? (\STiistIer*s MS.)] and Kobo (Baker, 1913, Rec. Ind, 
Mas. 8 : 273; ; &x)m 900 m to 1800 m in Assam and Erom r. 1400 to 2400 m 
in Nagaland. Affects dense bushes, especially bradeen and brambles in forest 
margins or light forest; in winter may be seen in bamboo jungle, scrub 
and secondary growth. , ^ 

SxfrdirataJ. The Chin Hills of Burma. The spcdcs north to 

Szechuan and Anhwei and cast to Kiangsi, Ftildcn and Formesa (whence 
the nominate race). 


X r. I 


general habits. Ke^is in small parties often in company with Slccfytis, 
hunting in dense undergrowth, dose to or on the ground. In spite of being 
shy and swxedve, it seldom escapes notice thanks to its restless Navadty. 
Keeps in pairs in the breeding season. 
rooD. hfamly insects. 


VOICE and galls. A constant cAtr-r-r-r alternating ^wth a sharp cfa'l 
while bopping through cover. Also a chattering note of alarm and a dis- 
tinctive tPjt-chjte<hee-‘chte’{h£t-hpuAt (Smytbies) • 

BREEDiNO. StasQTit April to Jun^ Kest, oval-shaped svith entrance near 
me top sometimes occupying so much of the ride that the nest looks semi- 
domed or even a deep cup in shape. Made of bamboo leaves, grass, bracker 
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leaves and roots, lined wth rootlets with an inner Ia)*cr of dead leaves. 
Placed on the ground or on •fallen lea\*es and rubbish, concealed among 
bracken, preferably on sloping ground. Eggs^ 3 or 4, occasionally 5, clay- 
white to deep clay-colour marked v**ilh dark bro\m spots and a few short 
lines and blotches, with secondaiy' smudges of paler bro\N’n or grc>*. .\\*cragc 
size of 200 eggs 20*8 x I5’6 mm (Baker). Building and incubation by both 
sexes; incubation period undetermined. 

Mcseum DiACNOsn. See Field Characters. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



57-61 ■) 




54-58/ 

f. 14 

c. 25 

^ f. GO mm 


(Stiese ia ann, SDR) 

Weight o' 9 16-19 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BAStE PARTS. Ita yclIov.*ish red, pale yellw to slaty pink. BUI dark 
brm\'n to dull black. Legs and feet fleshy. 


Aloppe PoioicEPHAiA (Jcrdon) 


Key to the Snhspeeies 


Paler and grej-er A.p. brucH 

Darker and brovNUcr; underparts more fulvous . . . ^A.p.pdcittf^^a 
Underparts and car-coverts more ochraceoxis A. p. fusee 


Page 

122 

m 
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1389. Bombay Quaker Babbler. Aldppe poitncepkala brucei Hume 

AUtppe hucA 1870, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 39: 122 

(Mahableshwar) 

Baker, FBI No. 289, Vol. 1 : 278 

LOCAL NAME. SetHmSr.laUde (Gujarati). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 

TOLD CH-ARACTERS. As in 1390, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally very' common. 
The hills of the Indian peninsula [except for die range of the nonunate race 
(1390, q.v.)], south of a line running from Kathiavi*ar and Mt Abu across 
southern Madhya Pradesh (Pachmarfai, Balaghat) to Parasnath (southern 
Bihar); firom the foothills to the highest elc\*ations. Affects wet forest of 
tcalc, mixed deciduous or eve rg re en as tvcU as bamboo jungle and frequently 
open scrub, occasionally gardens. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1390. 

BREEDING. Season^ nests or birds in breeding condition have been recorded 
from January to November; main period appears to be January to April. 
Aert and eggs as in 1390. Average rize of 35 eggs 20 X ISinm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from peiovephela (l390) in being paler. Crovrn and 
nape a dearer colder grey; rest of upperparts less brown. kVings and tail 

not so dark. Lcm-er parts also much paler, washed with greyer brown (r. rich fuI>’Ow) 
Perhaps slightly larger. 
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AJcippt poittcephch 



VZASUXEMENTS 

^^^g Bill 

(from skull) 

d'ri' 66-77 15-17 

9 9 66-74 15-16 

U d'V 18-23 (iv. 20-7) g (SA) 

OOLOURS OR BARE PARTS. As in 1390. 

1390. Nilglri Qciaker Babbler. AXAppe ^poiAeephcla. pAAcephda (Jcrdon) 

'Bissuslis. /letfficf^AsZsJerdoa, 1844, Madras Jour. lit. ScL 13: 169 
(Coonoor Ghat, hulgtris) 

Baker,. FBI No- 283. Vol. 1 : 277 
Place 78, fig. 21 

'^CAL NAME, \jrci3 chsUppoi (hlalayriam). 

Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in,). 

CHARACTERS. A noudcscript oli\*c-brown babbler with grc>* 
imd nape, rusty brown on T%'mgs and tail, and pale fidvous under- 
P^. Sexes alike. 

status, DtsTRUJunoN and HABrrAT. Common rcrident. kS^estem M>*sorc 
^ong the Ghats south through Kerala and western Tamil Nadu (Ndgitis 
»nd Palais). Intergiadcs with tnan in southwestern Maharashtra, Goa and 
the Eiligirirangaa Hills; from the foothills to 2100 m. Affects evergreen, and 
moat-dedduous forest, sholas, ravines, mixed bamboo jungle and canebtakes. 
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GENERAL HABm. Usually sccn in parries of six to ten individuals, some- 
times up to Uventy or more, hopping about among the lmdc^g^o^^'th, often 
ascending to the canopy, flitting from sprig to sprig, clinging upside-down 
in acrobatic positions, continually calling to each other; often forming the 
nucleus of the mixed htmting parties of small insectivorous spcdcs. Bdraviour 
very rimilar to that orMccronous gularis (1228). 

FOOD. Ants and other insects. Very fond of nectar, cspedally of Etythrina 
spp. 

VOICE and calls, hfembers of a party maintain contact by a harsh, 
rather subdued ckw-r-chur-T. Song, most often heard in the first half of the 
year, a quarering trill of four (sometimes up to 7 or 8) sweet v.'histling notes 
of hlagpic-Robin quality recalling those of the Spotted Babbler — con- 
stantly uttered (SA). Sec also 1391. 

BREEDING. SeosoTtf DOt wcU defined; chiefly January' to May but nests 
also found in August and October. AVjrf, a roughly built cup of g re en moss, 
rootlets, lichen, leaves and grass, lined with rootlets and placed in a fork 
or suspended from a branch, usually between one and three metres above 
the ground, in bushes or saplings. Eggs, usually 2, sometimes 3, pale salmon, 
marked with blotches and smudges of deep purple-brown wiA secondary 
markings of pale gTc\- or pinkish grey, and in many eggs, some short lines 
and hierogl>’phic markings. Average size of 42 eggs 20 X 15*1 mm (Baker). 
Incubation by both sexes; period undetermined. 

Museum Diac^^osts. More richly coloured than fn/rri; for dhtmciion from it 
sec 1389; for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit. 

Voung, similar to adult, but shoN^ing the jus'cnaJ Umaline characters — soft 
blunt first primary, nantrw, pointed rcctrices- 


MEASUB-EMENTS 



WTng 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o'.? 

68-73 

15-16 

f.23 

60-67 mm 

9 9 

65-75 

15-16 

f.23 

61-65 mm 
(S.A) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. .Adult: Iris grey-ish brovrn. Bill dark homy brown; 
ccauaissure and lower mandible greyish; mouth pale flesh-colour. I>egs, feet ami 
riaws greyish brown. Young; Iris slaty grey. Gape and mouth bright yellow; 
paler p o r ti o ns of bill yriJowish- I^egs, feet and claws as in adult. 

1391. Assam Qnaker Babbler. ACcippt pdszcephsla Juste Gc>d>s'm-Austen 

AlApf* fescs GodH-in-.Acsten, 1877, Jour. Ariat. Soc. Bengal 45: 197 
(NagaHnis) 

Baker, FBI No- 290 (part), Vol. 1 : 278 
LOCAL NAME. (Cachari). 

sax. Sparrow; length f, 15 cm (6 in.). 
nzLD CHARACTERS. As in 1390, q.v. 

JTATts, DCTTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Common rcrident- East Pakhtan in 
the northeastcro highlands and the Cluttagong HjH Tracts, Assam in the 


Tarsus 


Tail 


21-24 62-70 zms 

21-23 59-70 mm 

(HW. SA, Koch) 
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IChasi and Cachar hillsj Nagaland and Manipur (where it intergrades 
'withphqyrd) ; in the foothilk up to ) 000 m and adjacent plain5. AiTccts deep 
evergreen forest, bamboo jungle and secondary growth. 

ExtralijjnUit. Extends to northwestern Burma. The species ranges cast 
to Vietnam. A. bntnnncauda of the southern Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and 
Borneo and A. pyrrhopiera of Sumatra are considered as subspecies by De- 
lacour; their ranges arc complementary. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1390. 

VOICE and calls. Has a distinctive musical cheu^chnt^<keu^'<heu^ekeuy 
uttered quickly \vith each chnt^ alternately higher and lower in pitch; 
be heard the whole year (Smythies). See also 1390. 

BREEDING. iSVdfo/i, Overall March to September, chiefly April to June. 
Nest and eggs as in 1390. Average size of 150 eggs 19*6 x 15 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Like poioicepkala but not so fulvous above; car-coverts and 
sides of ne^ ochraceous; edges of wings and tail fulvous-olive; underparts more 
ochraceous. 

Young, like adult but upperparts, edges of wings and tail browner. Timaline 
juvenal characters, i.c. soft blunt first primary and narrow, pointed rectriccs present. 


Postjuvcnal moult complete, 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

TaU 

d'd' 

67-72 

(from skull) 
15-17 

21-22 

63-70 mm 

9 9 

63-69 

15-17 

20-21 

62-68 mm 

COLOURS 

OF BARS PARTS. 

As in 1390. 


(HW) 


Alcippe NipALENsis (Hodgson) 


Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

Crown paler, back more olive A. n. mpaUnsis 125 

Crown darker, back more rufous brownish. A. n. commoda 126 

Palest A. n. star^ordi 127 


1392, Nepal Qjoaker Babbler. Alctppe mpaUnsis nipaUnsis (Hodgson) 
SUa NipaUnsis Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2(2): 89 (Nepal) 

AUippe nipaUruis tttrensis Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 39 
(Tura Mountmn, Garo HilU) ^ 

Baker, FBI No. 286 (part), Vol. 1 : 275 
Plate 78, fig. 9 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 


SEE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (4J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. AhovCf head grcy wida a blackish superalium from 
eye to nape, and a conspicuous white eye-ring. 
Rest of upperparts fulvous brotvn. BeloWy imiformly 
buff. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Common 
resident, subject to vertical movements. From west- 
central Nepal east through Darjeeling, Sikkim, 
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Bhutan and western NEFA in the Darrang district (where it intergrades 
with commodes) y and Assam in the Garo and western Khasi hills; from the 
foothills to c, 1800 m in winter, and up to 2400 m (locally) in summer; 
lower limit of breeding zone not satisfactorily known: mostly above 1500m 
in Nepal, but apparently lower dowTi farther cast AflTects rooist-deaduous 
or eve rg re e n forest with dense undeigrowTh. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kecps in activc, restless flocks, often in company with 
other small insectivorous spcdcs. Feeds mostly in the imdogrowth and in 
the crowns of lower trees, occasionally on the ground. May be seen cHnging 
sidc^vays or upside-down on rivigs, racing along some branch or fluttering 
in front of a sprig in its feverish search for food, the flocks rapidly ‘ flouing * 
fit>m tree to tree. Pairs form in hfarch. 

FOOD. Insects and berries, the latter forming a large part of its diet in 
the non-breeding season; also flower* nectar. 

VOICE and calls. A constant rivlitcring given while foraging — ‘a 
shrill whinnying note * (Stanford). One call is rendered as p-ppp-jet (Flem- 
ing), others as a japid and a soft, high-pitched pi'pi- 

pipn~pi (Lister). 

breedino . Seasony March to July. Nesty a deep cup of bamboo leam, 
grasses, fern fronds, roots, bark fibre or other materials, lined svith rootlets. 
Placed in bushes or bamboo clumps, generally bet\N’ccn upright twigs, 
occasionally semi-pendent in a horizontal fork, bctw’ccn 30 and 150 cm 
above the ground. Eggs, 3 or 4, less often 5, very variable; white to pink 
with radish specks, spots or blotches forming a ring or cap around the 
large end (for more details sec Baker, Nidijication I ; 242). Average size of 
200 eggs including those of the Assam race, 18*4 X 14 mm (Baker). Build- 
ing and incubation by both sexes; period about 12 days. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. FordistinctionfromwmffW^, see 1393. 

Young, like adult but upperparts richer fulvous, flanks and under tail-covcrts 
more fulvous. Juvenal timaline primary’ and tail characters present. 


MEASUREktENTS 




Wing 

BUI 

Taraus 

Tail 




(from skull) 




(fc? 

57-63 

13-15 

22-24 

57-66 mm 


99 

58-61 

12-15 

22-24 

57-64 mm 





(BB, SA, Kinncar) 


Weight 7 14-18; 4 9 9 14-16 g (GD). 6 <?« 9 10-14 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris gTcyish brown. BUI greyish horn, brown on basal 
third of upper mandible. Legs, feet and daws plumbeous homy brown. 


1393. Mtshtni Quafrer Babbler. Alcippe mpalensis commoda Ripjcy 

Aidppe nipalmsis eonunoda Ripley, 19-18, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61; 104 
(Dening, Mishmi Hills, NE. Assam) 

Alcippe nipaUstsis khasUnsis "Kochy 1954, Contrib. Inst, 

Regional Exploration, No. 1:16 (Cherrapunji, Khasia Hilb) 

Baker, FBI No. 286 (part), Vol. 1 : 275 

local name. Doihphf-keshiba (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 12 cm (4 1 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1392, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. NEFA from the 
Dafla to the Mishmi hills, the Patkai Range, Nagaland, Manipur, the hills 
of Assam (replaced by nipalensis in the Garo and western Khasi hills), and 
East Pakistan in the northeastern highlands and the Chittagong Hill Tracts; 
fitim the foothills to the highest summits in Assam and up to at least 2100 m 
in the eastern ranges and NEFA. Affects dense undergrowth in forest, 
bamboo jungle and secondary gro^vth. 

Extralimital. Northern Burma. Replaced by the closely related A. 
mormomVma and A. in southern China and the Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1392. 

BREEDING. As in 1392. 

Museum Diagnosis. Diflers from nominate being more richly coloured 

on the back, more rufous brownish rather than olive. Crown darker. Undcrparls 
more buffy. In proportions, differs in having the tail shorter than the wing. Index: 
89-98% whereas in nipeUnsis it runs from 98 to 106%. Diflcn from sUsn/ordi (1394) 
by being darker. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

0^9 57-61 12-13 54-59 mm 

(SDR) 

Weight o' 9 13-16 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible basally brown, 
distally grey; lower mandible light grey. Legs and feet yellowish brown. 

1394. Chin Hills Quaker Babbler. Alcippe nipaUnsis stanfordi Ticehunt 
Alcippe nepdensis sienfordi Ticchursl, 1930, Bull. BriL Om. O. 50; 84 
(Taungup-Prorae Cart Road, Arakan Yoma, 2900 ft) 

Baker, FBI No. 2B6 (part), Vol. 1 : 275 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e, 12 cm (4i in-). 

FIELD caiARACTERs. As in 1392, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The Chin Hills 
and Arakan Yomas of Burma, probably intergrading with commoda in the 
Afizo Hills and the Chittagong Hill Tracts; from the foothills to e, 18(X) m. 
Biotope as in 1393. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1392. 

BREEDING. As in 1392. 

Museum Diagnosis. DifTcrs from eormnsda in being paler. 

MEASURiarENTs and coloitis or bare parts. As in 1393. 

Genus Heterophasia Blyth 
Heicrcphcsia Bh-th, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 1B6. 

Type, by monotypy, H. cuevhpsis Blyth Siiie plasides Hodgson 

. LeUptila Bh-th, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16; 449, 

Type, by monotypy, Leiopiila assrtelsrj [nV] Bhth 

Bill shorter than bead, slender and curved; nostrils covered by a membrane. 
Rictal bristles moderate. Tall long, wcU graduated. 
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Key to the Spede* 

PaS« 

A Crown black 

1 Underparts cinnamon 

2 Underparts mostly white or greyish white 

a Rump chestnut 

b Rump grey 

B Crown grey or bluc-grey 

3 A white patch on wing. 

4 No white on wing 

1395. Chestoutbacked Sibia* Heterophasia aimeelens annectens (Blyth) 

Leiopiila anneclans [sic] BIjTh, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16; 450 
(Dadeeling) 

Baker, FBI No. 317, Vol. 1; 300 
Plate 80, fig. H 

LOCAL NAME. KicbnuH’Pko (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD characters. Abotty cfown, car*covcrts, sides of neck and sides of 
upper back black; hindneck streaked with while. Centre of back, rump and 
upper tail-covcrts chestnut. Wing black with a chestnut bar, pale ashy 
edges to primaries and white ups to lertiarics. Tail black, graduated, the 
rectriccs tipped trilb white. Below, while; flanks, vent and under tail-coverts 
fulvous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A rathcT scarce resident except in 
Manipur whcrc-it is common; subject to vertical movements. From Daijccl- 
ing and Silddm cast through Bhutan and NEFA; Assam in the Khaii, 
Cachar and Mizo hills, Nagaland and Manipur; from c. 1200 to 2300 m 
in summer, 5lra>’ing down to the foothills in winter. Affects dense, humid 
evergreen forest. 

Extralimital. Extends to western Burma and western Yunnan. The 
spcdcs ranges cast to Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Arborcal. Small parties keep to the canopy of taJ/ 
trees. Creeps along the branches or clambers on the trunb Ukc a nuthatch, 
searching amongst the moss, lichen and crevices of bark for insects. 

FOOD. Beetles and other insects: also seeds. 

voicz and calls. Song: *a musical phrase of four notes, the first two 
on the same pitch, followed by two notes dropping in pitch, the whole 
sometimes preceded by art introductory grace note * (Smythies). Alarm-note 
riiirr-r-r (Baker). A clear single whistle has also been recorded. 

BftiXDiNC. Season, May and June. Nest, cup-shaped, very neatly and 
compactly built; exteriorly of moss srith a few /caves and fine gran, foUowtii 
by a deep layer of grass, bamboo or other leaves and lined with fine fibres, 
rootlets or rhizomorphs. Usually plated on a branch of a small tree between 
tsro and six metres from the ground, gencTally in a fork^of an outer branch, 
slender and difficult to reach. Eg^s, normally 3, sometimes 2, exceptionally 
4 , very N-ariable: the most common type is a very pale blue-grey or gtwi- 
grey marked sviih blotches and smears of reddish brown, a few spots and 


//. eephtrala 129 

.11. oAntclens 128 

. gracilis 132 

.11. pieaoides 134 

H. puUhella 133 
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xbort vrzry TSna of thesaiae coioor, and »ecoadary Wotcbes of pale lavender 
and pale brown. For fiirther details see Baker, jfiJtfesHm 1 : 279. Average 
she of 25 eggs 22 X 15-5 mm (Baker). Incubation by both sexes. kVhen 
disturbed &om the nest, the bird’s persistent alarm-notes draw attention to it. 
Mosxuu DiAOifOsa. S« Field Characteis; for details of plumage. Baker loc. cit. 
KXAStjaxsceins 

Wing Bin Tarsus Tail 

(&om feathers) 

c?'9 75-S4 15-16 r. 24 81-87 mm 

(Baker, Mays) 

Bill from skull e. 18 mm. 

COLOURS or BAax PASTS. Iris brownish to deep crimson. Bill black, yellow at 
base of lovrer mandible. Legs and feet svax yellow; clam brownish. 

1396. Western Blackcapped Sibist. HeUrpphana capistreta apUirala 
(Vigors) 

CSselerroa ccpittrelm Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 56 
(Himalayas : restricted to Simla by Ripley, Synopeis) 

Mahcus afijiralii femda TJaitat, 1891, Kat. VOg. Mus. Senckenb.: 21 
(northwestern India; restricted to Simla by Baker, 1921, JBNHS 27.- 460) 
Baker, FBI Nos. 311 (part), 312, Vol. 1: 296, 298 
Plate 80, fig. IS 

f;xx:Ai. NAUCS. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul -f; length c. 21 cm (c. 8 in-), 

FIELD CHAKACTERS. AbvvCf caT-covcTts, CTown and erectile crest black. 

Back, rump and part of tail rufous, 
the middle back tinged wth grey- 
ish brown. Wings slaty with paler 
outer edge and a blai shoiJdcr- 
patch; a white patch conspicuous 
^ in flight. Tail long, graduated, 
rufous with black outer edge and 
subtcrminal band, tipped \wth 
slaty grey. BeloWt entirdy dnna- 
mon. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common rcadent, suujcct to vertical 
movements. The %vestem Himalayas from Murree to extreme \vestem Nepal 
(Fleming & Traylor, fuldiana 53: 177). Breeds between IBOO and 2700 m; 

October to'March it is found mostly bet^vecn 1200 and 2100 m but 
may also be seen as high as 2700 m and has strayed doT,vn to c. 100 m. 
Affects various types of forest but show a preference for mixed everg re en; 
oak, fir, chestnut, etc. 

GENERAL HABiTB. Kccps m pairs or small parties according to the season. 
Strictly arboreal; hunts in the canopy and on moss-covered trunks and 
branches of tall trees, occasionally descending to the tmdergrowth. Very 
active and lively; hops s>viftly from branch to branch like a laughing thrush, 
hanging upsid^own on sprigs to peer under leaves, occasionally flying 
out to cat(^ an insect on the wing; often, flies up to a trunk and <^gs to 
the bark while exploring crevices. Flight rather laboured. 
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HettropfMsfa ecphtnrte and H, greeiJh 



H. c. hcjl^ ( 1398 )- /f. grarilis ( 1399 )- 

FOOD. Insects and berries. Often visits flowers of Silk Cotton trees and 
rhododendron for insects and nectar. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a clear, flute-like, very' pleasing and far-carrying 
the first five notes on the same tone, the sixth lowest 
and the last in between, sometimes shortened of the first two or three notes 
but ending always typical (Desfayes); a very characteristic sound of the 
forests of its zone. Alarm, a harsh, raspiqg ckrat-chrai-ckrat-ckrai-ckToi (Lister). 
Call-note, a loud, rapid' rW-rAi (Fleming); tee-riri-retri-reeri, b*ke the jingle 
of a silver bell, repeated every half-minulc or so (SA). 

breedino . Seasoriy April to August, chiefly June and July, AVrf, a neat 
cup of green moss, dry grasses and leaves, fiii^y interwoven and lined with 
rootlets, pine needles or other fine materials. Generally built on* trees or 
bushes, often near the extremity of a branch, from two to eighteen metres 
above the ground, on average about seven or eight metres. Eggs, usually 3, 
sometimes 2 , very distinctive; pale bluish grcy% clouded, spotted and lined 
with various shades of brown. For further details see Baker, ^{idifaetiort 1 : 
272-4. Average size of fifty eggs 25*5 X 18*3 mm (Baker). Both sexes 
share in nest building. Incubation apparently by female alone. The birds 
desert the nest on the least provocation — merdy climbmg the tree and 
peeping into the nest in some cases is enough. 

MusEini Diagnosis. Differs from nigrietps (1397) in being paler and having 
the centre of the back pale brownish grey. Also a little larger. Postnuptial moult 
in Septcmbcr-Octobcr, 
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Young (juvemie). Crown and rides of head brownish black with a tendency 
to pale shaft-lines. Rest of uppexparts bright rufous, darker on upper tail-cover ts 
and tinged wth brown on mantle. Underparts paler rufcjus. ^Ving and tail much 
as in adult, but white on greater co>*crts not so extenrive and tinged with buff. 
Outer tail-feathers narrower. Postjuvenal moult of body and probably lesser, median 
and greater coverts, 
heasurekenr 

^Ving 11 100-110; 9 9 99-110 mm (Kinncar) 

COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Ifis rcddish brown. Bill black. Legs and feet flcsh-bnrwn. 


1397. Nepal Blackcapped Sxbia. HeUrophasia capistreta nsgriaps 
(Hodgson) 

Sibia mgrietps Hodgson, 1839, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 8; 38 
(Nepal, restricted to central Nepal by Ripley, 1950, JBNHS 49: 393) 

Baker. FBI No, 3U (part), VoL 1 : 296 

local name. Sib^ (Nepal). 

SIZE. Bulbul ri-; length c. 21 cm (c. 8 in.). 

JTELD CEARACTERS. As in 1396, but back rufous v. greyish brown. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident subject to vertical 
movements. Nepal, meeting cepistraia in the W'cstcm extremity of its range 
and in the eastern extremity (Fleming, JBNHS 65: 331-2), Breeds 

from e. 2000 to 3500 m, locally as low as 1 600 m. ^Vinle^s (October to March) 
between 1000 and 2700 m. Affects m’cigrcen or deciduous forest in w'cl 
zone; a characteristic species of oak forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As in 1396. 

BREEDiNO. Season, May to August, Nest and eggs as in 1396. 

Moseun Diagnosis. Diffcn from both eepiitraia and he^l^ in having the centre 
ol bade rufous, hardly tinged with brown. 

keastresients 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'd' 88-102 22-24 c. 28 99-106 mm 

9 9 89-93 22-24 c, 28 94-99 mm 

(BB, Rand & Fleming) 

Weight 9 37-47; 4 9 9 36-41 g (GD). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1396. 


1393. Eastern Blackcapped SHria. Heterophasia cepistreia 
(Kinncar) 

Lneptila espisircia Kinncar, 1939, Ibis; 752 
fTaktoo, near Sakdan, E Bhutan) 

Baker. FBI No. 311 (part),VoL U 296 
NAseza. (Lepeha) ; Saigosa (Bhutanese). 

SIZE, Bulbul length c. 21 cm (c, 8 in,). 

^i^ld characters. As in 1 396, q.v. Sec hftiscum Diagnoris. 


ffTATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common xesident, subject to vertical 
movements. Eastern Nepal from the Okhaldunga district cast through 
Daijccling, Sikkim, the Chi^bi Valley, Bhutan, and NEFA to the Dafla 
Hills; from c. 1800 to at least 2500 m m summer, descending to the foothills 
in winter. Affects tall moist-dedduous or evergreen forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1396. 

BREEDINO. As in 1397. 

Museum: Diacnosb. Differs from nigriceps in having the back sooty brown tinged 
with grey. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

d’o’ 88-101 22-^23 28-31 

9 9 83-92 21-23 27-30 

Wdghl25 o ' 9 28-45 (a v. of 15, 39-4) g — SA 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irfs brown. Bill black. Legs and feet brownish flah; 
daws homy brown. 

1399. Grey Sibia, Heterophasia gracilis (McClelland) 

Hjpsipeta grcdlis Mcadland, 1839 (18^), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 159 
(Assam, restricted to Naga HiUs by Koclz, 1954, loc. dt. below; 
but seeBhwas, 1963, JBNHS 60: 683) 

Leiopdla graeUis eadosicea Koclx, 1954, Contrib. Inst. 

Regional Exploration, No. 1: 7 (Mawphlang, Khari Hflls) 

Uiopdla grecUis dorselis Stresemann, 1940, in Stresemann & Heinrich, 

Mitt, ZooL Mus. Bexiin 24: 153 (Mount Victoria, Upper Burma) 

Baker, FBI No. 313. Vol. 1 : 298 
Plate 80. fig. 17 

LOCAL NAME. Tid (Angami Naga). 

SIZE, Bulbul +; length c. 21 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. AboTt, cTown and car-coverts bhek. Back and rump 
grey. kVing black, teniaries grey. Tail graduated, grey with broad black 
outer edges and subtcrminal band; tip grc>'. 3elcu>, throat and centre of 
belly white; sides pale ashy; under tail-cm*crts buff. Sexes alike. 

DffTRiBUTioN and HABrTAT. Commou resident. Assam in the 
Khasi and Cachar hills, the Patiai Range, Dibrugarh, Nagaland and 
Manipur, from 1200 m to the highest summits (1400 to 2800 m on Ml 
Vicioria). Wanden down to about 900 m in the cold w-eathcr. A geographical 
represenmtive of ff. capistrata, differing from it only by the lack of any 
rufous pigment. Affects dedduom or evergreen primcv'al forest and, in the 
Khasi Hills, mostly pine forest. 

Extrclbrdlcl. ■Western and norihcm Burma to svestem Yunnan. 

CE.VERAL HABITS. Arborcal, active and restless. Keeps in pairs or small 
parties according to the season, often in rruxed company. Frequents the 
tops of trees, hopping along the branches, sometimes momentarily cocKng 
tail Uke a magpie-robin, dodging in and out cf clumps of epiphytes; only 
occasionally descending to bushes. 


TaU 

102-107 mm 
90-109 mm 
(SA) 
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FOOD. Insects, berries and seeds; oflen visits the blossoms of various 
trees for nectar and insects. 

VOICE and calls. A melancholy song^ of four tiutC'ilke deseeding notes, 
oft-repeated at short intervab; a variation consists of the first and second 
note being doubled (Heinrich) ; this song appears to be very similar, if not 
idendcal >vith that of the Blackheaded Sibia. Alarm-note, a ehurr heard 
especially when going to roost (Stanford). Also various notes of a conversa- 
tional character. 

BREEoiNO. Seasorii chiefly May and June, extending into August JVrr/, 
a deep, compact cup of moss-roots, leaves and fibres, covered exteriorly 
with green moss, lined with rootlets or rhizomorphs. Usually placed in the 
crown of trees, especially pine, very difficult to find, Eggs^ 2 or 3, one as 
often as the other, occasionally 4, pale bluish or greenish grey, lightly 
j&eckled with reddish broivn or dark brown, more numerous at the large 
end. Average size of 60 eggs 23*9 x 17-7 mm (Baker). Building of nest, 
incubation and care of young by both sexes. Incubation period unknoivn. 

Museum Diaonosis. See Field Characters. 

Yaung, like adult but colours not so pure. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing o’ 9 84-95; tafl I0I-II2 mm (Stanford) 

Wing 10 o^^ 89-96; 10 9 9 87-95; tail lOO-IlO mm (Stresemann) 

Bill firom skull r. 24; tarsus e. 28 mm 

Weight c? 9 34-42 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iiis red, reddish brown to brm^m. Bill black. Legs 
and feet dark brown to black; soles yellow. 


1400. Beantxful Sibia. HeUrophasia pulchella (God win- Austen) 

Sibia pvUIulta Godwin-Austen, 1874, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 13: 160 
(Kunho Peak, eastern Barail Rang^ Naga Hills) 

Lioptila pukhella caemUotincta Rothschild, 1921, Novit. Zool. 28; 38 
(Shwcli-Salwin Divide) 

lioptila pulchella nigroamla Kinnear, 1944, Ibis 86: 83 
(Lhalung, Pachakshiri disL, SE. Tibet, 7000 ft) 

Baker, FBI No. 320. Vol. 1 ; 302 
Plate 80, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul -f ; length c. 22 cm (9 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, head bluish slate; forehead, lores and line 
through eye black. Back and rump slaty. Wing with pale bluish outer edge 
and a conspicuous black shouldcr-patch. Centre of tail dark brown with 
black edges and subterminal band; terminal band slaty. Belowy uniformly 
slate-grcy, paler than above. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION anU HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments. NEFA from the Dafla to the Mishmi hills, Nagaland and Assam in 
the Cachar and JChasi hills (winter only ?) ; Avm 1200 to 2700 m in winter, 
breeding mostly above 2100 m and up to 3000 m. Affects mossy forest. 

Extralimilal, Southeastern Tibet, northern Burma and western Yunnan. 
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■GENERAL HABITS. Kcc]^ in paiTS Of Small parties according to the season, 
sometimes in company with Hoary Banrings or other babblers. Frequents 
tall trees, fec^g mostly on the lichen- and moss-grown trunks and branches 
hopping actively along the big boughs, stopping abruptly at intervals, or 
moving about slowly on the outer branches. On a fleeting glimpse *thc 
qui^ jerky movements may be easily mistaken for a squirrel’s. Often sits 
up in the top branches of a dead tree. 

FOOD. Insects and their larvae, seeds and other vegetable matter. Regu- 
larly probes into the blossoms of rhododendron, Pnmiu, Afagnolia^ etc. for 
nectar and insects, its forehead and breast sometimes becoming so thickly 
plastered with pollen as to make it look like a different species. 

VOICE and calls. ‘ Often vc^ silent but at times bursts into a bcw-ildcrl 
ing variety of notes, one in particular resembling the jingling of a bunch of 
keys ’ (Stanford). Song likened to the call of a Redshank ivith three other 
notes added (Cranbrook); also described as a musical phrase of six notes 
in pairs, with a drop in pitch after each pair* and also a drop after the fint 
note (Smythles). 

BREEDiNo. Kno^vn only fk>m one nest taken in May, built on a horizontal 
branch of a small tree; it was cup-shaped, made of moss, lined ivith rootlets 
and placed nearly at ,the end of the branch (Field apuJ Baker, 

1 ; 281). The single egg was a pale blue, unspotted, and measured 23*8 x 
17*9 ram. This egg may not have been typical. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Ear-coverts raay be slaty or brown 
to black. 

Young, like^ult but slightly duller. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Winv Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) * 

O’d’ I01-1I5 25 f. 30 I13-II8 mm 

9 9 92-100 — — lOO-IOa mm 

(SA, SDR, Ma)T) ’ 

Wright <? 9 35-47 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet brown; soles yellow. 


1401. Longtailed Sibia. HeUrophasia picaaides picaoides (Hodgson) 

Sibia picaoides Hodgson, 1839, Jour.- Asiat. Soc. Bengal 8: 38 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 310.* Vol. 1 j 295 
Plate 80. ftg. 16 

LOCAL NAME. Afatcheo-pHo (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Bulbul, \vith a long tail; length e. 30 cm (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovef dark slate-grcy; wings blackish brown wth 
a white patch. Tail very long and graduated, tipped tvith whitish. BeloWt 
uniformly grey, paler than back and still paler on belly. Under surface of 
closed tail appears barred black and grey. Sexes alike. / 

The slaty colour, extremely long graduated white-tipped tail and white 
patch on blackish wing make the bird easy to identify. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common; some 
altitudinal movements with the seasons. The Himalayan foothills from Nepal 
(not recorded since 1879 when Scully found it * tolerably common about 
Nimboatar [central dun] in winter’) east through Daijceling, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and NEFA to the Mishmi Hills, thence south to Nagaland; from 
the base of the hills to c. 900 m in winter and probably somewhat higher 
in summer (up to 2000 m in northern Burma). Affects forest, open scrub 
with large trees or clearings in evergreen forest. , 

Exlralimiialr Extends to northeastern Burma. The spedcs ranges east 
to Vietnam and south to the Malay Peninsula and Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in paiTs Of in parties, according to the season, 
sometimes numbering up to thirty or forty individuals. Frequents mostly 
the tree-tops. *A curious blend of tree-pie, drongo and fantail flycatcher, 
swinging their tails, cocking them up over their backs, then crouching on a 
branch with outspread tail, or driOing from tree to tree fbIlo\ring one behind 
another* (Stanford). 

FOOD. Insects, flower-buds and seeds; feeds regularly on ihc nectar of 
Salmalia, E^’thrina, Pnmus and other flo^vers in company \vith drongos and 
Black Bulbuls, the forehead often becoming so thickly coated \rith whitish 
pollen as to pvc the bird an intriguingly novel look, 

VOICE and calls. Song, a rich, whistling six-note phrase of thrush-like 
quality ending in wheet-wheeWf reminiscent in cadence of Aleippe poioicephala 
but much louder (SA). Call-note, a high-pitched but not loud tsip-tsip- 
tsip-tsip uttered rapidly (Smythics). 

BREEDINO. Kno^vn only from a few nests found by Stca’cns. Season, 
April to June. JVVr/, a deep cup made mostly of moss, lined with rootlets or 
rl^omorphs and placed high up in pines on a horizontal branch, carefully 
hidden. Eggs, very similar to those of H, gracilis, pale grey-green marked 
with very small blotches of reddish browm, more numerous at the large 
end. Clutch size not given. Average size of 5 eggs 24*5 x 18*1 mm 
(Baker). 

Musew Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. 

MEAStmEMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skuU) 

r?9 109-125 24-26 30-31 205-220 mrh 

(Baker, S.^) 

Tail I o’ 199; I 9 188 mm (Ma>T). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris red or crimson, sometimes brown. BUI black, 
Legs and feet dusky grey; da^^•s homy brown. 
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Paradise Flycatcher (i461) 


Key to the Genera 

A Tail longer than wing 

B Tail shorter than wing 

1 Kiclal bristles very Jong 

a BUI well hooked at tip 

b BUI not hooked 

2 RJctal brisdes short 

c Bill wide at base 

d Bill narrow and weak 


Genus Rminomyias Sharpe 


Page 

. . .Rhipidtira 205 

..PhiftOfT^as DO 

. , .Ctilieicopa 203 

. . .Muscieepa D' 

.MusHeepella 2^1 


Subfamily MuscicaPinae ; Flycatchers. 

For description see VanTyne,J.&BeTBcr.A.J., 1959: 526 (Family Musricapidae) 

Cf- Mayr, E., in Delacour, J. 5: Ma>T, E., 1945, .^ccbgica 30 (3): U3 
Dclacour,J., 1946, 

Deignan, H. G., 1947, Proc. Biel. See. 60: 165-8 

Vauric, C, 1953, BAl. Aner. Mtu. Eat. Hist. 100 : 491-521 (Mnscicapinac) 

Riplc)', S. b., 1955, .dui 72: 86-8 (Nfuscicapinac) 


Rhhion^as Sharpe, 1879, Cat. Bdi. Brit. Mus. 4: 367. Type, by lulnequmt 
designation, AUippe pettsfclis Salvadori /Ihinon^as urtbretilit (Strickland) 
OlQomu Baker, 1930, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 7: 137. 

Tjpe, by original designation, C^emis oluaeee Hume 
CX Vaurie, C, 1952, Aner, Alas. Eetil., No. I570: 1-36 

A rather heavily set flj-catchcr. Tarsus booled or with a vague trace of we or 
po^ibly two anterior scutes. BUI well ridged, notched and hooted at Up. R.ctai 
bristles well dc\xIoped. 
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1402. Olive Flycatdier- RJdnaTrtpas hnmmeta mcobcrica Richmond 

Rteic'rrjoflj jdeobaica Richmond, 1902, Proc- U.S. Kat. Mus. 25: 295 
(Great Nicobar) 

Baier, FBI No. 63 1 a, Vob 8 : 627 
Fbte 81. fig. 13 

LOCAL NAUSS. Ncmc fccordcd. 

yTTTL Sjjanmv; length c. 14 cm (6 in.). 

FiELO cflABACfERS. A bitrwn flycatcher of low shrubbery. Aborf, entirely 
brown; tail more mfous-brown; a pale eye-ring. Below, chin, throat and 
belly whitish; a pale brcn\’n band across breast; flanks b^o^VIl. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBtmoK and HABITAT. So far kno^vn only as^a common 
Viintcr visitor to the Great and Little Nicobar Islands. Not knovvTi to occur 
north of Little Nicobar, but may be expected in the Andamans (see Butler, 
JBNHS 12: 401). Affects forest, sometimes garden*. 

ExtraUmlal. Winter range outside the Nicobars unkno^vn. A migrant 
has been taken in the Strait of Malacca on I November. Breeding range 
unknown. The species as a whole breeds in eastern China (Kwangsi to 
CheHai^) and ^vinters, so far as knqvbTi, in the southern hlalay Peninsula. 
This subspecies has a more rounded \N’ing than the nominate race, suggesting 
that it may be less of a long-range migrant. 

jnoRATiOK. All specimens from the Nicobars have been taken in March 
(but see * Extralimital * abo%’e), 

ozrmRALHABrre. Keeps close to the ground, usually uithin three mctr«, 
in Io%v bushes in heavy forest. 

FOOD. Insects, 

VOICE and calls. Song rimilar to the opening portion of that ofFantail 
Flycatcher, RMpiditra a. albogahris, but without the ending tO’Ua, tenUa^ to-Ua 
(Abdulali). 

Museuu Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Spedmens taVpn in March still show some ochracccms spoiling of the immature 
on the sides of nape, tips of terdarics and secondary cm’crts. 

SCEASUBEUZKTS 



BiU 

(Grom skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

7+-S0 

18 

17 

54-59 mm 

74-75 

18-19 

18 

52-54 mm 
(MD) 


coLOtTBS OF BARE PARTS. Irlsbrown. BUI: uppcT mondiblc black, lower>'cUo^s^sh 
flesh. Legs and feet ydlowisb flesb. 

Genus Muscicapa Brisson 

Mvsdcapa Brisson, 1760, Om. 1 : 32; 2: 357. Type, by lautonj-my, * Muscicapa \ 
ic. Muscicapa striata, ibid. 

Ai/teo Hodgson, 1837, lud. Rev. 1 (12): 650. Type, by original designation, 
PiUiasa Simdara Hodgson 

SipfM Hodgson. 1837, Ind. Rev. 1 (12): 651. T>'pe, by monotypy, Siphia stnpkiata 
Hodgson 
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Musciccpula Bb^h, 1843, Jour. Asiat. ^oc. Bengal 12: 939. Type, by subsequent 
designation. Gray, 1855: 52, 'Muscicapa sapphira Tickdl *=* BlyTh 

Cjcrms Bb^h, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12 : 940. T> 7 )<^ by subsequent de- 
signation, Gray, 1855: 53, PkserAcura rubeculoides Vigors 

Hardehelido^ Hodgson. 1845, Proc. 2^1. Soc. London: 32, rr Zool. Misc. 1844: 
84, non. raid. T>'pe, by original designation, Hmichelidan Juligirjssa Hodgson 

1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 122.T>-pe, by monol>'p>', Ar.thipes 
gularis Bb^h = A. rumiligcr Hodgson 

Ockrorrjla BIj'th, 1847, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 16, pi. 1 : 121.T>pe, b>* monotypy, 
Saxicala nigrrm/a jerdon 

Cabanis, 1851, Mus. Hein. 1:52. T^pc, by original designation, A/KsaccA* 
■latdulata Viefllot 

Eunjias Cabanis, 1851, Mus. Hein. I: 53. T)pe, by monotypy, Muscicapa vtdigo 
Horsficid 

BUI depressed, wide at base, Riclal bristles usually well developed. Tarsus short. 
Young of all species wth characteristic ochraccous spotting. 


Key to the Species 

Page 

I Plumage black and while tetstemaTvA o' 165 

II Plumage slaty above ; throat and breast rufous M.hodgsonii S' 164 

III Back, rump and tail bright orange-rufous M.rigrvrvfa o' 9 175 

IV Throat and breast slaty with a rufous gorget .M. strephiata S 9 159 

V Throat while bordered wth black M. rwmUger a'9l®l 

\T Plumage mostly brown ..VlII 

VII Upper plumage mostly blue (of \’ariou5 shades) 

A Some rufous colour below 

i Throat blue or blackish blue 

1 RuTom restricted to breast r M. nhecvloidts S 196 

2 Rufous extending to under tail-coverts 

a Entire throat blackish blue M.sundara S 179 

b Chin and sides of throat blue; rufous of breast extending as 

a svedge to centre of throat M.civida S 162 

ii Throat rufous 

3 A white supcrcUium M, fypc^Lhra S l®^ 

4 No white sxipercllium 

c Upper tail-coverts brilliant ultramarine blue....Af. sapphira S 173 
d Upper tail-coverts dull indigo blue 

o' Blue of upperparts deeper, indigo M. tickcUiac S 193 

o* Blue of upperparts paler, more glaucous M. banjvTr.as S 1^ 

B No rufous on imderparls 

iii A blue patch on side of neck 

5 Size large, \ring over 90 mm M, grendis S N® 

6 Size small, 3ving under 80 mm M. mecgrigoricc S N® 

iv No blue patch on side of neck 

7 Centre of throat white 


e Upperparts slaty blue, 3rd primary shorter tban 4th 

M. Uucomelauffa S 1^6 

f Upperparts cerulean blue, usually at least a trace of white 

ruperciliura; 3rd primary equal to 4th M, supereitiasis S 1®® 
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8 Throat entirely blue 
g A white patch on tail 

o’ White almost reaching 6p of rectriccs M. conenta S 1®3 

o* White restricted to basal half. M. alhicaudata S 199 

h No w'hite on tail 


o* \Vholc plumage including belly verdigris or turquoise. . . . 

M. thclassina d'9198 


o* Bdly whitish 

a' Under t^-coverts barred M. umcolor S 169 

a* Under tail-cov'crts wlute 

b' Blue parts indigo; 4th primary equal to 5th o' 184 

b* Blue parts with a greyish green tinge; 4th primary 

shorter lEap 5th .M. sordida o' 9 196 

VIII Upper plumage mostly brown (of various shades) 

A A blue patch on side of neck 

i See small, wing under 70 mm M. maegrigonae 9 178 

ii Larger, wing over 70 mm 

1 A white throat-patch M.smdare 9 179 

2 No white on throat M.grendis 9 176 

B No blue patch on side of neck 

iii A white patch on tail 

3 No throat-patch; whole plumage tinged with blue A/.CiitfCttdjafa 9 199 

4 A well-defined white throat-patch; white of tail reaching almost 

totip 3f. cer.crtta 9 183 

5 WTute of throat less pure, less well defined; white of tail more 
restricted 

a Aboii'e paler brown; 2nd primary equal to 6th M-parra 9 154 

b Above darker brown; 2nd primary shorter than 6ih 

M. suinira 9 157 

6 Throat rufous 

c Throat orange-rufous bordered with ashy Af. /erro o' 154 

d Throat rufous-chestnut bordered with black. .. .Af. rairu^a o' 157 
>v No wlute on tall 

7 Underparts largely rufous or ochraccous 
c Throat whitish or bufHsh 


a' Throat white, tail rusty M. /emginee o ’ 9 152 

a* Throat whitish, belly washed with ochraccous 

b' Tail rufous-brown ^{. p. policgr^s o' 9 16® 

b' Tail washed with blue Af. /*. rvrrqri o' 188 

a* Throat odiraccous, bdly and under tail-coTrts Vi-hile. .. . 

...M. rabeadaides 9 190 

f Throat orange-infous Uke breast 

a* Tan blue.... Af. fctrl/icr 9 193 

a* Size small, wing under 70 mm 

b* Upper taH-cover ts rusty Af. sepphAra 9 173 

b' Upper tail-coverts eIi\*e-brown Af. f^p^Ars 9 163 

a* Site medium, wing over 70 tmn 

b* No grey on breast, tan brown M.^cryvaas 9 192 

b* Some grey cn Icfwer breast, taH chestnut. . . . Af. pdUpcs 9 184 


Page 


8 No rusty or rufous on underparts 

g Underparts olive-brown, throat ochraceous M.vicida 9 162 

h TaH bright rufous 

a' Size small, wing imder 70 mm. ........ .Af. ffucomrfcnarfl 9 1^6 

a* Size medium, wing o\*er 70 mm Af. rujiceuda o'9 150 


i Tail brown or rufous-brown 

a* Forehead and breast streaked Af. striata o' 9 HO 

a'* Throat olive-buff Af. hodgsordi 9 164 

a“ Throat more or less whitish 

b' Throat,pure while Af, mir«in S 9 148 

b* Size small, wng under 65 mm 

c' Upper taU-co\xrts rusty M.xrcsUrmarsii 9 165 

c’ Upper tail-covcrts grey’-brown M. suptreitiaris 9 168 

b* Size medium, wing over 65 mm 

c* Bill o\xr 16 mm Af. urncoler 9 169 

c* Bill under 16 mm 

d* Underparts mostly brown; inner webs of tcrtlals 

pinkish buff. M. sibirica c?'9l42 

d* Underparts mostly whitish; inner webs of tcrtials 

cream-buff- Af. laiirostris (J’9145 


1 403, 1 404. Spotted Flycatcher, ^fusciccpa striata samdt^ Snigirewski* 


Muscicapa striata sarudnji Snigirewski, 1928, Jour. f. Orn. 76: 595, new name for 
Baialis grisrda V7cc.,pcllida Zarudny, 1903, nee Muscicapa pallida MQller 
(Eastern Iran and Tramcaspla) 

Baker, FBI No. 631, Vol. 2: 202 ( -ra-jm-iroiO 
Plate 81, fig. 5 


LOCAL NA«zs. Nonc recorded. 

SITE. Sparrow; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A poIc gTcyish bfown, characteristically upright- 
sitting flycatcher. Both in flight and at perch mislakable in 
the distanccforVellowthroated Sparrow {Prtronia xar.lhacollts, 
1949). A sb'ght fork in the tail enhances the resemblance. 

Aboce, drab bTo^^^I, tail and wings darker; crown notice- 
ably streaked with pale and dork brown. A whitish ring 
round eye. Btlcic, whitish wnth dark streaks on throat and 
breast. Sexes alike. 

^ ' Af. sihirica is much darker, sooty grey on breast ; Af. 

Iciirostris has a more distinct whitish eye-ring and lores, and 
.\f. rufccada has a rufom tail; none of these have a streaked crosvn. 



* AeconEnr to Dunajewski (is tpist, to kMmtlcr) x rpedsim £rctn CHjit a typical tzmdyi 
while two others are idrsort idestka! with sirials. Since jsr»ipi a the form treedir^ tn 
adjacent Afchanatan and Turkestan (while efls-iassi breeds in w g s t e. *a Siberia) it appears 
more logical, pending erac-inatSon cf p or e material, to consldg the western Hifnauy^a 
b r e e din g fora as belonging to mdyL 

The mbspedcs Eesrtspa may occur In \S'est Pakistan en autumn migratioa. It difTen ft ora 
tcTxdyi by tacHcg any yellcwah raty wash on bcUr. 
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CTATOS, DBi^unoN and habitat. Comojon summer (breeding) visitor 
m the mountains of West Pakistan, &om Astor, Baltistan, Gilgit and C3utml 
south to northern Balnt^tan (Ziaiat); fiom e. 2100m to 3300m. Affects 
open forest, especially pine. Also passage migrant (chiefly autumn) in some 
areas (see below). 

ExtralimiUU. Extendi to Iran, Afghanistan, Transcaspia and Turkestan. 
The species ranges from western Europe to Mongolia. 


Mittcicopa Striate 



MiORATfON. Winters in east Africa. Recorded on migration as high as 
4200 m (Sughet Pass, Kunlun Range) and in the plains of West Pakistan 
(Sind, Baluchistan — Chagai, central and coastal Makran) and north- 
western India as far east as Simla, western Rajasthan, northern Gujarat 
(Deesa), Kutcb and the Kathiawar peninsula. Spring passage migration 
takes place at the end of April and May (but mostly, if not entirely, west 
of the Indus, by-passing northwestern India). Arrives on the breeding 
grounds in the first week of May, leaves in late August and early September. 
Autumn passage occuis through above areas finm the last part of August 
till October. At this time, affects large trees, and open babool (Acacia) and 
krmdi (Prasopis) jungle. 

GENEitAL HABITS. A quiet. Solitary bird, usually perching on the lower 
branches of trees, seldom near top; makes typical salh'cs with rapid srverves 
and twists as it pursues a gnat; oflen returns to the same perch, or to another 
n^by. Frequently descends to the ground to pick up a crawling insect 
Sits upright, head somewhat sunk between shoulders, tkl slightly depressed 
like a bush chat’s, and similarly switched loosely up and dorvn finm time to 
time, accompanied by flicks of the wings. 
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FOOD. Insects, chiefly Diptera. 

VOICE and CALLS. Not recorded for this siibspedes. Gall-note ofnominate 
race is a thin, shrill izce\ alarm-note tzcc-tzucc: Song infrequently heard 
half-anlozen squeaky notes sip, sip, sees, srecti, sree, sip and variants, with 
pause between each note (Witherby). 

BREEDiHo. Within our limits (Ghitial, N. Baluchistan — Ziarat, Quetta), 
season May and June. AVit, a cup of grass, moss and roots, lined with hair 
md nmtlets. Placed on the branch of a tree or against the truhk, some- 
times in crevices of stumps, a couple of metres from the ground. Eggs, 4 
or 5,' pale sea-green heavily blotched with pale reddish brown; variable 
(for fimher details see Baker, Xidification 2: 174). Average size of 100 eggs 
18-3 X 14-2 mm (Baker). Building, incubation and care of young by both 
sexes. 

Museum Diachoso. See Field Characters. For details of plumage see Baker, 
loc. ciL Differs from nswnamd in having a yellowish rusty wash on belly. See footnote 
p. 340, 

Young, spotted with buff; much paler than young of Af. Jt^inor. 

MZASUREMEJm ' ' 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(?<?• 

82-92 

14-18 

14-16 

60-65 mm 

9 9 

82-92 

14-18 

15-16 

59-65 mm 


' (H\V, SA) 

Weight 4 o’d’ 15-16; 1 9 14g (Paludan — Afghanistan). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Jrts bfowu. BUI bhck, bromiuh ftesh a( b^se of/ower 
mandible. Legs and feet blackish. 

Muscicapa smnacA Gmclm 
Key to the Subspecies ' 

Paler, more grey Af.j, gulmrrgi 

Darker, more brown • A{. s. cccebaUx 

1405. Kashmir Sooty Flycatcher* Muscicapa sibirica gulmcrgi (Baker) 

HemicMidon sibirica gulmer^ Baker, 1923, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 43: 155 
(Guhnerg, Kashmir) 

Baker, FBI No. 633, Vol. 2: 205 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark sooty-brown flycatcher, hawking midges 
etc. by characteristic looping aerial sallies, often returning to 
the same perch and sitting bolt upright. 

Adult. AbovCf entirely grey-brown with noticeably large 
eyes and a’ pale eye-ring. Below, grey-brown with a whitish 
throat-patch and centre of belly. Sexes alike. 

Young, sooty-brown spotted buff and whitish, much 
X A I darker than M. striate of corresponding age. Immaturcs of 
other flycatchers cannot be told apart except in certain caso 
by their behaviour. 
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M. striata adult is almost entirely white below. M. latircslris is almost 
identical with sibirica above, but tips of its closed ^vings arc about 15 nun 
shorter than tail (r. reaching dp of tail in sibirica) and its throat and chin 
are entirely white. M. mutlta is distinguished by the same characters but 
has a diffuse dusky breast-band and rufous-brown tml. In Af. rufeauda 
the tail is a brighter rufous. M. poHogenys and A{. fmuginea have ochraccous 
underparts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. An altitudinal migrant, generally 
common. From Tank Zam Valley, S. Waziristan (Hudson, JBNHS 27 : 402), 
the Safed Koh, Kohat, Chitral and Gifgit cast through Kashmir (very 


Muscicopo sibirica 



I joihsehM (RE) . V//M sihirua (RE). 

Broken line; Winter range of Af. r. si6tnfa 


common and abundant), Spiti and Dhaola Dhar to Garhwal; from c. 2100 
to timber-line (c. 3300 m), locally down to 1500 m (Kulu — Whistler, 
JBNHS 31 : 468) ; optimum zone 2400-3000 m. Affects open forest of pine, 
deodar, fir and birch’, or oak and conifers. 

WORATTON. One of the latest migrants; arrives on its breeding ground 
in the first half of May and leaves in September. A few birds leave their 
summer zone immediately after the nesting period and appear at lower 
levels (f. 1200 m) already in the first week ofjuly. Passage at mid-aUitudes 
takes place mostly in April-May and Scptcmbcr-Octobcr. Recorded as 3 
migrant or straggler as high as 3900 m (Lahul). \Vintcr quaners \'cry im- 
perfectly knotvn (records from November to March are totally laclung) ; 
presumably in the foothills below c. 1200 ro. 


. GENERAL HABrTs. Very similar to those of the Spotted Xlycatchcr, but 
it is more of a forest bird. Particularly fond of forest glades and clearings 
littered with tangled brushsvood, with gaunt tree-trunks and stmnps stand- 
ing here and there to serve as hunting bases. Felled or 5tonn-Wo>vn trees 
likewise afford favourite perches. From the tip of a vertical dead branch or 
upturned root (now telegraph svircs where available!) the bird flies out in 
ail directions to take a midge — maybe from as much as ten metres away 
— by agile twists and turns and circles back, sometimes diverting to seize a 
second victim before regaining its base. Also launches vertical sorties sky- 
ward after the quarry, tumbling back to the perch after each capture. 
These quick-repeated forays continue throughout the day and often well 
into the dusk, frequently 3 or 4 individuals hawking tvithin a restricted 
clearing. May often be seen hunting dose to the ground especially after 
rain, when it has been observed taking food from the ground. 

FOOD. Insects, mostly Diptera. 

VOICE and calls. Usually very silent. Song, very high-pitched, thin, 
reedy, usually of three notes tsee-scC'See in descending scale in half- or quarter- 
tones, with occasional variations; not unlike a thin edition of tlic song of a 
Greywinged Blackbird (Lister). Call-note unrecorded, 

BREEDING. Season, May to July. AVr/, a compact cup e. 8 cm across ^d 
nearly as deep, composed almost entirely of moss with lichen on the outside, 
consolidated witli cobweb and lined with fine grass, fur or hair, with an 
occasional feather. Usually placed on a horizontal branch of a large spruce 
or Silver Fir where the leafy portion commences. Often in very cxjxtfcd 
situations; sometimes against the trunk, tucked behind the out flaking bark 
of a birch or similar tree; height above ground varies from two to eighteen 
metres. Often three or four occupied nests within a 50-metrc radius. Eggs, 

3 or 4, pale green, densely freckled with pale reddish especially around the 
large end. Average size 16 x 12*1 mm (Baker, Osmaston). Incubating 
female fed at nest by male whilst hovering momentarily against it. Both 
sexes share m lending the yoimg; xna/e*s share in incubation, and incuba- 
tion period, unrecorded. « 

Museum DiAcnosn. See Fidd Characters. For distinction from eudbdta tec HOG. 

Young (juvenile). Upperparts, wing-coverts and tides of head as in adult, but 
crown with central terminal ochraccous streakj; spots elsewhere. Underparts whitish 
with black margins, obsolete on throat and belly. Under tail'Cenrrts pale ochraccous. 
Tertiaries with fulv*ous edges and tip. Tip of tail fulvenis. Postjuvenal moult of body- 
feathers, lesser and median coverts, but here and there Juvenal feathers are retained, 
with ochraceous spots faded to white. 

Firtl-ycar birds recognized by ochraceous tips of greater and primary coverts, 
fulvous edges of (ertiaries and tip of tail. 

measurements and colours or bare parts. As in 1406, 

1406. Nepal Sooty Flycatcher. Muscicapa siiirica cecahala Penard 
Sioseuepa siiinea eacaSats Penard, 1919, Proc. New Eng. Zo6h Cl- 7: 22. New name 
for HroUhMsn futip’-sis Hodgion. I&M (Nepal), preoccupied in Maiiefa by 
M-fuliginose SpssTman, 1 787, and M-fuHgvisia Cmclin, 1789 
Baler, FBI No. 632, Vol. 2: 204 
PUte 81, fiR. 7 

u>cAL rfAMz. Deig-Aiin-pa-fAo (Lepcha;. 
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SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1405, q.v. 

STATW, DisTRiBUTiOK and HABITAT. An altitudinal migrant, locally 
common. From western Nepal cast through DaijccUng, Sikkim to eastern 
Bhutan (Sakden) and western NEFA (Mago district — Ludlow, Ibis 1937: 
279), Eastern limit unknown; probably occurs throughout NEFA, Breeds 
from 2400 to 3300 m in Nepal and up to 3600 in southeast Tibet; recorded 
at 3900 m at Thangu in Sikkim (Schafer). Affects open conifer forest or 
clearings in oak forest. 

ExIraJirmlal, The species ranges through western China to the Altai, 
Kamchatka and Japan and winters in the Indochinese countries and south- 
ern China (sec map, p. 143). 

mcRATioN. Arrives on its breeding grounds in the first half of May, 
leaves in September. Spring passage takes place from the last week of March 
till May, return in Septembcr-October. As for gulmergi, winter quarters arc 
poorly known. Winter visitor to the Jalpaigun district and, according to 
Rashid (1967), recorded in northcni and northeastern East Pakistan and in 
the Chittagong region; there arc no precise data. Has been obtained in the 
Hills, Shillong and Cachar Hills (Godwin-Austen) and near Aimole, 
Manipur at 1800 m (Hume). 

OEHERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1405. 

BREEDiKO. As in 1405, but nest also found in holes in trees. Average 
size of six eggs 17*1 X 12*2 mm (Baker). 

Mussuu Diagnosis, like but rather darker brown; not well differentiated 

and not every specimen can be separated (HW). 

SCEASUREUENTS 


Wing 

BIU 

Tanus 

TaU 


(from skull) 



70-76 

11-12 

10-12 

45-51 mm 

70-76 

11-12 

10-12 

47-52 mm 


(BB, SA) 

Weight He? 9 8-5-n'5(av.9-6)g — SA.3a’cJ’9-n;3 9 9 9-11 g(GD). 
COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs, feet and claws black; soles 
grey. 

1407. Brown Flycatcher, Muscicapa laiiroslris Raffles 

Ictinstris Raffles, 1822, Trans, linn. Soc. liondon 13: 312 
(Sumatra) 

Afuscieapa grisola var. dacurica Pallas, 1811, Zoogr. Rosso-AsiaL 1 ; 461 
(Dauria) 

.Mtucicapa Poo«/im Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc, London: 85 (Poona) 

Butalis tmicotor Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 16: 120, er 
Hodgson MS. (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 674, 675, Vol, 2: 248, 249 
Plate 81, fig. 11 

LOCAL NAHES. (Hindi); Tdvittupdkski (Malayalam), 

SIZE. Sparrow i; length f. 14 cm (5 J in.). 


146 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An ashy brown flycatcher with a conspicuous 
wlutc ring around the strikingly large eye. sullied wliitc, 

tinged wth grey on breast and flanks, and faintly streaked 
with ashy faroum. Throat conspicuously white. In the gloaming, 
when perched svithin the dark foliage canopy, glistening white 
throat often gives the only indicadon of its position. Sexes 
alike. 

X r. 1 M. siriata has distinctly streaked throat and pnwn. M. 
' sibirica is much darker below and has the white on throat 
reduced to a patch. M. mvitui is very similar but has a diffuse dusky 
breast-band, rufous-brown tail, and yellow legs {v. dark bro^vn); also its 
tertiaries arc edged with rusty (p. whitish plus a thin whitish wing-bar). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A partial migrant having a disjunct 
breeding range. Movements imperfectly undentood. 

Himalqj;as: F^Iy common summer visitor to the western foothills in 
CHiamba, Dharmsala, Dhaola Dhar and Kulu behveen 900 and 1800 m. 
Much scarcer cast of these localities ■where it has been recorded from April 
to July in Mussooree, Ranikhet, Naini Tal (breeding at Thai, c. 1900 m, 
Almora dist., mid May 1945 — S A), Nepal Valley, Jalpaiguri duars and 
Bhutan foothills. Said by Ward (JBI^S 17: 480) to be rare in Kishtwar 
(south\vestcm Kashmir) and ‘ probably not to be found west of the Chandra- 
Bbaga (river)*. 


Muscicapa letirostrit 



Vindfya Range: A common breeder in the hills around Schore and Mhow, 
The breeding population appears to be of summer visitors only. 

The Ghats: A scarce breeder in the southern part of the Western Ghats 
at about 900 m in north Kanara (Davidson), Coorg (Betts), the Palnis 
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(JBNHS 55: 160) and Cardamom Hills (Sparrow, in epist. to Whistler; 
Jackson, 1971, JBNHS 68: 112-13). The resident brect^g population is aug- 
mented by winter visitors. May breed ako in the Chittcri Range (Eastern 
Ghats) where it has been obtained in June (Whistler, JBNHS 36: 85) and 
in the Biligirirangan Hills, obtained in July (Salim Ah, JBNHS 43: 334). ^ 

Winters erratically but sparsely over most of the Peninsula but mainly in 
the Ghats of the southern Peninsula, from the lowlands to c, 1 500 ra (stragglers 
recorded in Kathiaivar and Kutch). Also Ceylon (all zones) up to 1300 ra 
where it is most common from October to March. Post-breeding dispersal 
of southern birds already takes place in August. According to Wright 
(JBNHS 54: 635) it is a winter visitor to the foothills of Dehra Dun from 
October to February. Winters also in the Andaman Islands (common), 
on Gar Nicobar and Camorta (Abdulali, JBNHS 64; 183); apparently very 
scarce in Manipur (Hume), the Cachar Hills (Baker, JBNHS 9: 126) and 
the Garo Hills (Godwin-Austen). Recorded in winter from all parts of East 
Pakistan Jide Rashid (1967, p. 101). 

Affects open, mixed deciduous forest, teak plantations, groves about 
villages and cuitivation, margins of jungle, overgrown nullahs, edges of 
sholas, bamboo jungle, shady gardens and coffee plantations; partial to 
the vicinity of streams. 

MIGRATION. Arrives on its Himalayan breeding groirads in April, departs 
in September. May be seen on passage, mainly in September and October, 
in northern India cast of Punjab (Ludluami) and Gujarat (Sasan and the 
Gir Forest). Has occurred as a straggler south of Chimre (Ladakh) in 
September. 

Extralimzial. Also breeds in southern Siberia from the Ycnisey to Sakha- 
lin, Japan and Korea; wanted in southeast Asia, the Philippines and Indo- 
nesia. 

general HABITS. Closdy resembles the Sooty Flycatcher in dress and 
habits; frequents mostly the low’cr branches of trees. Makes aerial 
sallies (or insects from a dead branch, often returning to the same perch. 
Perches upright; flicks wngs and depresses taiL More crepuscular than 
most fl)*catchcrs, a habit obviously correlated with its abnormally large eyes 
(SA), Usually solitary, quiet and very unobtrusive, therefore doubtless 
often overlooked. 

rooD. Chiefly dipterous insects. 

^'OlCE and calls. A feeble cfa-cMr-ri-n-ri (SA) or cfdky chsk-r-r (Henry). 
Three or (bur cfdks in rapid succession and a sma ll shrill squeak; a ivcak 
sub-song full of trills and squeaks heard in winter (Nichols). Primary song: 
^ ^S^e, plaintive note slowly repeated; song period in Nepal: mid April 
till end of June with a resumption in September (Proud). * Has a loud note 
of 3 or 4 syllables and a short song freely uttered * (Whistler). 

breedino. Ma^' to July in the north, April to June in the south. 

Single-brooded. JNVjJ, a compact cup made principally of moss, decorated 
with lichen and lined with rootlets, fine fibres and some feathers. Usually 
buHt on a bare, thick branch, some distance from the trunk, at heights vary- 
mg from two to nine metres, on a^'cragc about six metres from the ground. 

normally* 4, \*ery to those of M. nbeci^loides (1440) but more 

oIiN*c-grcy, heavily stippled with sienna-brown. Av*cragc size of 40 eggs 
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17*4 X 13' 1 mm (Baker). Incubation probably by female only (Dementiev), 
who is fed on the nest by the male. Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumage and motilii 
see JBNHS 38:298. 

Young (juvenile). Upperparts and sides of head with very bold ochraceoua 
white spots; underparts dull white on belly and under tail-coverts and spangled 
with dark brown margins elsewhere, heaviest on breast. Leaser and median coverts 
grey-brown with large ochraccous white tips. Greater coverts and tertials with 
fulvous white outer edges and lips. Tips of tail narrowly fulvous white, Postjuvenai 
moult of body, leaser and median coverts. First-year birds distinguished by 
fulvous white margins and lipsorgrealer coverts. Juvenal plumage not distinguishable 
from that of M. striata (HW). 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

tJ’d’ 

69-76 

13-15 

13-15 

46-54 

9 9 

66-73 

12-15 

13-14 

46-51 




(SA, HW, Kodz) 


Weight 50 (f 9 (October) 9-14 (once 16) g — SA. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTE. Irfs dark brown. Bill horny brown, base of lower 
mandible fleshy yellow, or cream colour to chrome-ycUow; mouth pale >*cIlowor 
pale yellowish pink. Legs, feet and claws homy brown. 

1408. Brownbreasted Flycatcher. Muscicapa jnuttui muttui (Layard) 

Butaiii mutlui Layard, 1854, Ann. ^^ag. Nat- HisL 13; 127 
(pL Pedro, Ceylon) 

Alsecnax muitui Ihosrcei Koclz, 1954, Contrib. InsL Regional Exploration, 

No. I: 14 (Aijal, Lushai Hilb) 

Baker, FBI No. 677, Vol. 2:251 

Plate 81, fig. 6 

LOCAx. NAME. MsttiipiUa (Malayalam). 

nzF., Sparrow length e. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Largely as ofBro'vvn Flycatcher (1407) but vvith a 
diffuse brownish gorget or breast-band rendering white throat even more 
prominent by contrasL Legs yellow (r. homy brown). Ahte, olive-brown 
becoming rufous-brown on lower rump and tail. Wing-feathers with rusty 
edges. Lores and ring around the large c>'e while. Below, throat and centre 
of belly while; breast and sides pale brown. Sexes alike. 

M. laiirostris is very similar but is gre^-er both above and on breast, lacks 
the rusty edges on wing, and has dark legs (not yellow) ; the lower mandible 
is brown at tip (lar^Iy vxllow in rurfh.*:). M. sibirica has a verv* dark breast, 
M, ntJicQiiia has a rufous tail and lacks the white throat. A/, poliogerys and 
M. Jerrvgtrja have ochraccous underparts. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtTTiON and HAErTAT. Breeding range poorly known both 
in India and outside. Breeds in Assam in the Khari and Cachar hilb from 
1200 m upwards, m«tly above 1500 m (Baker). Obtained in Manipurin 
April (Hume), in the Garo and Mizo hilb in March, and in Nagaland 



490 


FLYCATCHERS 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 7: 149-152 


H9 


Mmdcapa muttui 



(Koelz). May be expected to breed in the eastern Himalayas: recorded in 
Sikkim from August to November (Mandelli, 1875, not noted since). Affects 
dense evergreen forest. 

WINTER RANGE and MIGRATION. A population of this species winters in 
southwestern India from Londa south through the hills of Mysore and 
Kerala, from the low country to c. 1000, commonest above 300 m, and in 
Ceylon in all zones up to r. 1500 m (scarce). In this season affects evergreen 
forest, frequenting dense scrub and liana tangles, preferably on the fringe 
of jungle, cardamom clearings and overgrown rocky streams. Arrives in 
its winter quarters in October and leaves in March-April, some individuals 
possibly staying till May (once end May in Kerala at c. 1 700 m — Primrose, 
JBNHS 40: 502). Recorded on passage (September and October) at Madhti- 
pur (eastern Bihar), Nagpur (eastern Maharashtra) and in Andhra Pradesh 
(passage only ?). Rashid (1967) lists it as a passage migrant in most parts 
of East Pakistan. 

£xlralimilaL Northc/n Burma, northern Thailand^ Yunnan and 
Szechuan; probably breeds above 1500 m in N. Burma. 

general habits, a very quiet and secretive flycatcher, thus easily 
overlooked, frequenting the low vegetation, mostly within a couple of metres 
above the ground. Affects denser forest than latirostrU. Often sits motionless 
in the lowest branches of trees or tangles in shady recesses, every now and 
then making sallies after winged insects, returning to the same perch or a 
neighbouring one; occasionally descends to the ground. Usually solitary, 
but frequently in loose association wth other flycatcher spedes. Appears 
very territorial and parochial; has been observed hunting in the same spot 
half an hour at a time. Like the Brown Flycatcher, it is also crepuscular, 
offen hunting till late into the dusk. 


150 MUSGIGAPINAE 

Rood. Chiefly dipterous insects.. 

Voice and calls. ‘ In the breeding season it often gives vent to a soft 
low note, at the same time pulling out its feathers and rapidly vibrating its 
half-opened tvings. Has a pleasant but rather feeble little song, ven' seldom 
uttered * (Bakcr). 

SREEDiNG. The only records of nesting for the species in its entire range 
arc by Baker (N. Cachar, c. 1500 m and above). Season^ from the end of 
April till Jimc. A'eri, a very neat, compact cup made entirely of green ir.oss 
and lined with Bne moss-roots. Placed in bushes, creepers or other tangles 
of Vegetation, not far from the ground. Eggs, 4 or 5, similar (o those of the 
Brown Flycatcher: pinky broivn or grey-blue stippled very closely with 
reddish brown. Average size of 28 eggs 16-9 x 13-8 mm. Incubau'on by 
both sexes; period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumage sec Baker, 
loc. cit 

Young (juvenile). Upperparts covered with elongated ochraceous spots, \-cry 
narrow and pointed on crown., Tips of wing-coverts, upper tail-coverts and edges 
of tcrtials and secondaries more rusty ochraceous. Throat and belly whitish; breast 
spotted like back but less distinctly so. Under tail-coverts buff. First-year birds 
recognized by rusty spots of greater coverts. 

measurements 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 

~ 


72-75 

16-17 

13-14 

49-56^ mm 

67-76 

J6-17 

13-14 

48-55 mm 


(HW. SA) 

Weight 13 o’ 9 (October, in winter quarters) 10-14 (av. 12) g— SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS- Iiis dark bfown. Bill dark bomybrown.lowcrmandibte 
fleshy with dusky tip; mouth pale lemon-yellow. Legs and feet pale yellowish floh 
or ycllotv, clasvs dusky. 

1409. KnToustailcd Tlyc&tr^er, Muidrapa rvjjcmida Sn^'nson 

Muscxcapa nijicauda Swainson, 1838, Nat. Library, Flycatchers: 251 
(India =: Kashmir) 

Bakerj FBI No. 676, Vol. 2: 250 
Plate 81, fig. 8 

LOCAL NASiH. ChmpuvalanpakH (Malayalam). 

Size. Sparrow length c. 14 cm (5J in.). 

nELD characters. A drab brown flycatcher with rufous tail. A notice- 
able pale eye-ring. Below, throat and breast grey-brown; belly whitish. 
Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from muttui and latirosfris by the lack of.whitc on throat; 
from the other brown flycatchers by its rufous tail. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A summcr (breeding) visitor, 
common at suitable altitudes in the western Himalayas; from the Safed 
Koh, Kohat and Chitral east through Gilgit, Astor, tlic Indus Valley and 
Kashmir to Lahul and Kulu; much more scarce to the cast; Garhwal and 
Kumaon (breeding), Nepal as far as the Kathmandu Valley [summer 
records by Lowndes (1955) and Rand & Fleming (1957)], Breeds between 
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2100 and 3600 m, optimum zone 2400-3300 m. Affects mixed conifer and 
deciduous forest, fir or deodar, forest, pine and birch. 


Muscicapa ruficauda 



ExtralimUaU Russian Turkestan and adjacent Afghanistan. 

vviNTER RANGE and B-ncRATiON. Atrivcs on its summer grounds in early 
May, departs in August or September. A specimen obtained at Sholapur 
(Maharashtra) in July (Davidson & ^Vcndcn, SF 7: 81). Winters (October 
to April) in southu'cstem India from north Kanara through the bills of 
M^'sorc and Kerala, from lowlands to c. 1000 m. Two records from Cachar 
(Baker), and listed by Rashid (authority ?)_as occurring in the northeast 
hi^lands and the Chittagong region of East P.ikisUin. In this season, fre- 
quents evergreen forest, especially along the margins, tracks and in clearings. 
Duilng autumn migration (September and October) is frequently observed 
in the Himalayan foothills and has been recorded in southeastern Punjab, 
Mt Abu, Nagpur and along the Western Ghats. On spring passage in April, 
recorded at Rjaipur (eastern M.P.), Madhupur (eastern Bihar) and along 
the Himalayan foothills. Also obtained at Ncllorc (no date). 

GENERAL HABITS. Solitary A^d very unobtrusive. Wanders about the 
c^o^vns of large trees hunting mostly within the canopy rather than by sallies 
in pursuit outside; insect prc>' snapped up while flitting restlessly from one 
perch to another, or while fluttering about amongst the foliage and boughs. 
Sometimes descends to bushes. Flicks \rings and bobs its. body forward, 
tlius reminding one of a chat. Frequents the edge of forest and docs not 
seem to penetrate far into the woods. 

FOOD. Insects, chiefly Diptcra. 

VOICE and calls. Song, three or four loud dear notes repeated at short 
intervals, varied from time to time in several ways, reminding one of the 


song of Montlcola cinclorhynehus (Osmaston); some phrases rendered by 
Magrath as tyee-trnrr, irrirr-tee or weetitiuw, ee'wiltu~willu and chox-<hoi with 
an occasional, loud, finch-like twoink’twoink; all notes rapidly repealed and 
with a vcntriloquial effect. Usually uttered from high up in leafy trees. 
While singing, the bird rarely stays in one spot for more than a few seconds. 
Alarm-note, a plaintive peup ceaselessly repeated and followed by a soft churr 
and sometimes a double te-prup when excited, as when an intruder approaches 
the nest (Bates & Lowthcr). 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, May to July. Nest, a solid cup almost entirely made of 
moss with some bits of bark skin, liberally coated on the outside with lichen 
and cobweb, and lined, with hair and a few feathen. The species is very 
vcxsatilr as to the site; the nest may be placed in bushes behveen one and 
two metres from the ground or in trees up to nine metres or more (generally 
under four metres); it may be built across a horizontal fork in the smaller 
branches, against the trunk, or in stumps of pollarded trees. It may also be 
found on the ground, particularly on very steep hillsides where it is sometimes 
placed at the foot ofa small bush or in a depression in a nearly vertical b^k 
(Bates). Eggs, 3 or 4, pale sea-green, densely freckled all over with reddish, 
chiefly at the broad end. Average size of 50 eggs 17*3 X I3'2 mm (Baker). 
The birds easily desert their nest. Their territory is very large, tlic male 
having been heard singing three or four hundred metres from tlie nest. 

Museum Diagnosis. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. ctL 

Young O'uvcnile). Uppcrparlsgrcy-brown with ochraceous white spots; streaked 

on crown. Upper tall-covcrts pafer Uian (n adults. Underparts and sides of bead 
greyish white with blackish fringes, obsolete on throat and belly. Under tail-eovcru 
buff. Median and lesser coverts with indistinct pale tips which are more marked 
on the greater coverts. Postjuvcnal moult of body, lesser and median coverts. 


M£ASUREMr.V73 


Wing' 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tall 


(from skull) 



73-77 

14-16 

f. 17 

57-60 mm 

75-77 

14-16 

f. 17 

55-50 mm 


(SA) 

Weight 13 0^9 (Apr.-May, in summer quarters) J2-1C (av. 13*3) g — SA. 
COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill; upper mandible brown, lower 
pale flesh-colour; mouth yellow and pink. Legs and feet brownish plumbeous; 
claws homy brown. 


1410- Ferruginous Flycatcher. Muscicapajerrupn/e (Hodgion) 

Kenuhelidsn ferrugima Hodgson, I8-(5, Proc. Zool. So<% London: 32 
(Nepal) 

UrmchtliiM rufiUta Swinhoc, IBGO, Ibb: 57 (Amoy, Fukien, China; 
lirmichetidan /nrysvifa rvu/ita Koelr, 1954, Contrib. Init. 
Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 13 (Kohima, Naga Hdb) 

Baker, FBI No. C35. Vol. 2; 206 
Plate 81, fig* 9 

LOCAL NAME. D/ng-chtn-fa-pho (Lep-ha). 

SIZE. Sparrow —; Icngtli r. 13 cm (5 in.). 
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f Tprn CHARACTERS. AboTe^ head blackish brown wth a conspicuous 
whitish c>'e-rmg. Back rusty brown. Lower rump ferruginous. Tail chestnut. 
Wings blackish bro^^’n, margins of tcrtials and tips of greater coverts con- 
spicuous pale rufous. Btlow^ chin, throat and centre of belly white. Breast 
olivc■b^o^vn with dark centres to the feathers giving a spotted effect. Rest 
of underparts ochraceous. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from all other brown flycatchers except M. poliogenjs (1436) 
by its rusty belly. The latter has an olive-browm back and tail, no rufous 
edges on wing, a whitish belly, a pale ochraceous breast and a less noticeable 
pale grey eye-ring. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Probably only a summer visitor or 
altitudinal migrant in the central and eastern Himalayas from April to 
October; generally scarce, only noted as common (and breeding) by 
Osmaston in the Darjeeling dbtrict. Occurs from central Nepal (Sheopuri 
ridge, 2400 m — Proud, JBNHS 61 : 534; Bigu, 3300 m east-central Nepal — 
Dicssclhorst, 1968: 253) east through Daijeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and 
NEFA (Upper Subansiri — Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 193) from 1800 to 3300 m, 
mostly above 2400 m. Also Assam in the Khasi and Cachar lulls breeding 
mostly betsveen 1200 and 1800 m (Baker), the Dibrugarh district (Cripps, 
SF 11: 106), the Mizo Hills and Nagaland near Kohima (Koclz, loc. cit. 
above) and Manipur near Aimole, 1800 m (Hume). Winter status unclear. 
According to Baker, apparently a resident in Assam while ‘ other birds 
scatter far and wide during the winter *; these may well be visitors from the 
Himala^'as or cxtralimital regions. Obtained by Meinertzhagen at c. 1350 m 
in the Sikkim foothills in winter. Affects forest of fir or oak (Himalayas), 
humid stimted oak forest and dense mixed jungle (Assam). 

Exlralimital. Southeast Tibet, northern Burma and western China, 
^vintcring in the Indochinese countries; Burma, Mala^’sia and Indonesia. 

incRATiON. No data. Arrives on its breeding grounds in April. Obtained 
at NcUore in March, probably a straggler. 

GENERAL HABITS, T)'pical of thc brown flycatchers; frequents mostly thc 
louver parts- of the tall tree canopy, making sallies for insects from a bare 
branch returning to the same perch; sometimes doing this for hours. Very 
quiet, retiring and crepuscular. 

rooD. Chiefly dipterous insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. Very silent. 

BREEDING. SeasoTt, Junc to July. A'irf, a neat cup of moss and lichen, 
lined with rootlets; placed on projections, natural or caused by broken 
branches, near the trunk of a tree, or on a branch, between three and 
fifteen metres above the ^ound; ver>» difficult to find as they are generally 
placed in or on the moss \vith which they arc built. 2 or 3, very much 
like those of M. sibirica (1405). Average size of nine eggs 17 ‘9 X 13*6 mm 
(Baker). Incubation by both sexes; period undetermined. 

■ MusEUit Diagnosis, See Field Cha*nctcn. For details of plumage see Baker, 
loc. cit. 

Young, upperparts brown with ochraceous spots; head more dusky with paler 
streaks. Underparts ochraceous with dark margins on breast; throat whitish with 
dark margins. 

MEASVREUE.VTS 

Wing 69-72; 9 9 63-70 mm (Koclz^ 
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Male hf. p. albicilla (1412) has a smaller throat-patch separated fh>m the 
cream-coloured belly by a grey breast. Female and firsMvinter male not 
distinguishable in the field. 

In adult male Kashmir Redbreasted Flycatcher (1413) throat and breast 
bordered tvith black; adult female and young male darker above, but not 
separable from those of M. p. albicilla in the field. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A Widespread winter visitor and 
passage migrant. ‘Winters from the western Himala>’an foothills (Chitral 
and Kohat to Dehra Dun) south to Baluchistan, Sind, through Gujarat 
(including Kathiawar and Kutch), Maharashtra and Mysore; more common 



m the western and central Peninsula but has been recorded in ^Vcst Bengal, 
''■'cstcm East Pakistan (Rashid) and has straggled to the Jalpaiguri duan. 
In northern India and West Pakistan it is more common as a passage migrant 
and has been recorded only as such in Ladakh, Kashmir and northern 
B^uchistan. Affects groves, forest plantations, orchards, urban gardens 
''ilh large trecs,^ctc, J^Iay seen in scrub on migration. 

ArJrc/:r::/c/. Breeds in eastern Europe and Russia to the Urals and the 
southern Caspian region. On passage migration through Afghanistan in 
*tutunm and spring. 

^ORATION. AiTi\*cs in the northwest at tlic end of August but the bulk 
o. autumn passage lakes place in September and October and may last till 
. ^y^ber. Spring passage starts in March, reaches its peak in April, some 
mdmduals still being seen in May. Adult males arc the first to lca\*c, females 
^d immaturcs following two or three w*ceks later. 


J54 MUSCrCAPINAE 

BnifromsVull 11; tarsus 12; tail 47 mm (MD) 

Weight I 9 12 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill blackish brown, flesh to yellow at base 
of lotvTT mandible. Legs and feet pale flesh. 


[The Pied Flycatcher Muscicapa fypclaica Icmensis Johansen may be a 
scarce migrant in West Pakistan. According to Briggs (JBNHS 32: 749) 
‘ a few birds indistinguishable from the British spcdcs pass through Peshawar 
almost c'/ery spring. Earliest and latest dates seen February 18 and March 
30. The only year I have seen the species in autumn was in 1925 when a 
pair fed in my compoimd almost every day from October 31 till I left 
Pcshaw’ar on January 11.’ No specimen has ever been obtruned within our 
limits. 

This subspecies breeds in western Siberia from the Urals to the Ycniscy 
and migrates through southwestern Asia to tropical Africa, 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male In spring: above black with a white forehead 
and a large ^vhitc ^ving-patch. Below entirely white. 

In the field can be told at a glance from male of little Pied Flycatcher 
(1419) by its conspicuous while forehead and absence of broad white super- 
dliary stripe. 

Female and male in autumn: very similar to Af./arrc (1411) female, 
but distinguished by the conspicuous wing-patch. Call-notc almost con- 
stantly uttered on migration, a sharp tt'Ai/.] 

MusacApA PARVA Bcchstcin 
Key to tbe Subspecies 

A Throat orange-nifous 

1 Rufous of throat meeting white of belly M. p. parra o' 

2 Rufous of throat separated from buffbclly by ashy breast M. p. albicilla <J' 

B • Throat whitish 

3 Breast pale brown M. p. albicilla 9 

4 Breast buffish M.p.parta 9 

141 1 . Western Redbreasted Flycatcher. Musticapa parva parva Bcchstcin 

Musdeepa parva Bcchstein, 1794, Allg. uber VCg. 2; 356 (Th£mngen%’ald) 

Baker, FBI No. 638, VoL 2: 210 
Plate 81, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Turra (Hindi); TetpidippSn (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; 13 cm (5 itl). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult): pale brown above, with white 
patches at either side of basal half of black tail prominently displayed by 
frequent upw*ard flicks of tail; chin and throat orange-rufous, rest of under- 
parts white. Tail usually carried erect like a robin’s, with the ^v^ngs partly 
drooping at the sides. 

Female has a W’hidsh throat and bufly breast. 
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GENERAL HABITS. Usually keeps singly, sometimes m company with 
other species. Makes short darts for insects from the lower branches of trees 
and flits from bough to bough, sometimes hovering momentarily before a 
flower or sprig. Frequently descends to the ground from an overhanging 
branch and \vith a couple of smart upivard flicks of the cocked tail picks 
up an insect and flits back to its perch. Partially crepuscular, often hawking 
well into the dusk. 

FOOD. Insects, chiefly mosquitoes and midges. 

VOICE and calls. A double tick-tick or clich^click uttered with a jerking 
of the tail and twitching of wings; a harsh, jarring alarm-note, and a plain- 
tive phwee-phwee-’Phwcc or icm'/, itvrit, weeit as of an vnoiled bicj'cle wheel. 

BREEDING. Extralimital; largely as in 1413. 

MusExm Diagnosis. Adult male differs from albicilla in ha\*ing darker and more 
extensive rufous on throaL Female distinguished mainly b>' the dark brown, r. 
black tail. 

First-winter male and female have brown car-co\*crt5; chin and throat 
whitish, breast and flanks pTe>4sh buff. Some first-summer males are similar to females 
while some have a. variable amount of rufous on ibroaL Young m autumn differs 
from adult female by buff spots on wing. 


MEASUREMENTS 



\Mng 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

Tail 

o’ o' 

64-72 

12-14 

17-18 

47-54 mm 

\ 99 

64-71 

12-13 

■ c. 17 

48-54 mm 


(mV, SA) 

Weight 3 oo? (October) 10-10 5 g (SA). 5 o'O’ 10-13 g (Paludan, 

Afghanistan). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris bro%%'n. BUI bfovk'n, palcT at bosc of lowcrmandiblc. 
Legs and feet dark brovs-n. 

1412. Eastern Redbreasted Flycatcher. Musdeepa perv^a clbicilla Pallas 
Albicilla Pallas, 181 1, Zoogr, Rosso-AsiaL 1 : 462, Aves, pi. 1 
(Dauria) 

Baker, FBI No. 639, Vol. 2: 21 1 
Plate 81, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Tcttc (Hindi); Chi'ki (Bengali); Terre eda pitta (Tclugu); PSUui 
kUrZci, CiijxppCTtcTiche kurici (Mala^alam, Tamil). 

SIZE. SpuTTotv — ; 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD characters. As in 1411 but rufous restricted to throat; breast 
grc%*; tail black, also with white patches on ciihcr side ofbasal half. Female 
and young male not distinguishable. 

^faic Rustybreasted Fl^xsLtcher (MIS) is slaty above; its /cmale has the 
' tail pale brown, nearly concoloro’js with the l»ck, and lacks any white. 
Female Little Pied (1419) is similar but smaller, and abo without any 
white on base of tail. 

STATUS, DKTRiBtrnoN and iiAXrrAT. A w*idc5prcad winter visitor and 
passage migrant- Common in NEFA (.Abor, Miri and Dafla hills), Bhutan 
and Sikkim foothills, Nepal up to c. 1500 m; Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, 



492 ' 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 7 : 157-160 


FLYCATCHERS 


157 


258 


MUSCICAPINAE 


East Pakistan, Wcst Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, eastern Madhya Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh, becoming scarcer farther south and west: recorded in Tamil 
Nadu, Raraeswaram Island, Kerala (up to 2100 m), Mysore, Western 
Ghats in Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh and, as a straggler, in the Kangra 
district. Has bred in the Dachgam Valley (Ladakh, 1800 m) according to 
Ward (JBNHS 17; 480), Affects groves, orchards, bush-and-scrub jungle. 

ExlralimiUd. Breeds from the Urals to Kamchatka. Winters in Burma, 
Thailand, and the Indochinese countries. 

MIGRATION. Migrates mostly through China though some birds may 
migrate west of central Asia, as it has been recorded in Afghanistan. Arrives 
.in its winter quarters in September, leaves in April; some belated migrants 
may still be seen in May. 

OENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As £n I4I I. 

VOICE and calls. As in J41 1 ; a long, somewhat squeaky sub-song may 
be heard in winter (Nichols). 

BREEDING. Said to have nested in Ladakh (Ward, above). The reported 
nest, taken on 28 May, was a tiny cup of green dry moss, lined with soft 
hair and placed beside a stone, half hidden in a shallow/ hollow in a stone 
wall. EggSj pale sea-green or pale pink more or Jess profusely covered ivith 
pinkish brown. Size, c. 17*5 X 12 '8 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Male diffcrs'from parva (1411) in having the rufous of throat 
pale and more restricted; breast ashy, belly buff. Females and first-winter males 
arc distinguished from those of: parva by thc.coldcr, greyer brown of the upperparts, 
and the black (p. dark brown) upper tail-coverts and tail ; underparts whiter suffused 
with grey on breast, instead of creamy white suffused with buff. 

Pos^uvenal moult does not include tertiaries, greater and primary coverts, and 
wing-quills which remain from juvenile dress. This feature distinguishes juveriile 
from adult female (HW). 

KEASUIUSMENn 


Wing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

e<e' 8fl-72 

13-14 

c. 17 

58-53 mm 

9 9 67-71 

13-14 

c. 17 

48-53 mm 
(HW) 

Weight 1 juv. o? (SepL) 11*5; 1 c7* 9g (SDR). 



COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris hazel-brown. Bill brownish black, lower mandible 
paler; mouth lemon-yellow and pink. Legs and feet blackish brown. 


1413. 


Kashmir Redbreasted Flycatcher. Mttscicapa suhrubra 
Hartcrt & Stcinbacher^ 


Muscicapa parva suhrubra Hartert Sc Steinbachcr, 1934, VSg. pal. 

Fauna, Erganzimgsband: 233. New name for Siphia hypsryihra 
Cabaais, 1866, Jour. f. Orn. 14? 391 (Ceylon) nec Mttscicapa hypeiythra Blyth 
Baker. FBI No. 140, Vol. 2: 212 
Plate 81, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAME. Tutto (Hindi). 

* We agree with Wbistler (1932, JBNHS 36: 81) tl»t the character of suhrubra are luffi- 
ciently dbtinct from parva to separate the two as ipeci«. Desfayes points out (pen. comm.) 
that the situation is comparable to the species TVawWtf immaeulaUt v. F. tnodidaris, or Erithaeus 
ptdaralis o. E. ttdliepe and deserves placing to a supcrtpccia rather (ban being relegated to 
tubspedfie rank. 


SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD characters. Male (adult). Above^ dark grey-brown: tail bl.irVhh 
brown, white on cither side of basal half, this feature rendered conspicuous 
by constant flicking of the cocked tail. BeloWy throat, breast and upper belly 
deep rufous-chestnut edged \vith black; lower belly white,' 

Female (adult) darker than that of .d/. /area and \Wth a ^-ariablc amount 
of rufous on breast. 

The black-edged rufous-chestnut underparts identifies the male. Female 
distinguished from that of other flycatchers by the blackish brown tail, 
darker than back, >vith white on sides of basal half. 

status, distribution and habitat. Breeds commonly in N^V. Himalayas 
in summer, in Kashmir and the Fir Panjal range between c. 1800 to 2400 m; 
breeding recorded as high as' 2700 m (Bates). Affects temperate mixed 

Musekapa suhrubra, M. westermanni, M. ntgrorvfa 



1^. fuhrubra (1413). breeding. M.-subrvbra (1413)* ^vinter. 

3 M. u>. roUmx (1419)* M. w. mtraloTWitss (1420). 

M. nigrvrvfa (1427)* 

forest of hazel, walnut, cherry, >vilIow, etc. especially where there is a dense 
growth of Perrottia. Winters in Ceylon from October to March throughout 
the hills above e. 750 m. Here it frequents gardens, tea estates, borders of 
forest, etc. 

MIGRATION. Arrives on its breeding grounds in the second half of April, 
leaves in September. Migrates through the Peninsula in September and 
October, but very few records; Kangra district (Punjab), Dhulia (north- 
western Maharashtra) and Secunderabad (Andhra). On spring passage, 
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recorded at Darbhanga (Bihar), Kathmandu (Nepal — Proud) and near 
Mussooree. Obtained at Chakrata (Dchra Dun district) on 1 7 June (Meinertz- 
hagen). 

GENERAL HABITS. Vciy simflar to those of M, parva. Takes a great part 
of its food when flitting irem one perch to another under the shade of leafy 
foliage, mostly within about six metres from the ground. Appears to visit 
the ground more often in its winter quarters, hopping about in search of 
insects. Jerks its tail well above the back, at the same time flicking the 
wings and uttering a curious Kttle creaking rattle. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and CALLS. A sharp cAack while flitting about; a subdued but 
harsh purr accompanying the flicking of svings and tail. Full song in breeding 
season, sweet, loud and robin-like but short (Bates); in its »vinter quarters, 
in Ceylon described as consisting of a single whistled note chip<hip*chip 
followed by a rattling note, uttered quite freely (Henry). 

BREEDiNo. Seasotit second half of May and June. J{est, made of dead 
leaves, moss and strips of bark, and lined with hair and a few feathers; 
placed in holes. Little holes in small trees, often only about one metre above 
the ground, arc most favoured; other nests may be found up to t^vclvc metres. 
EggSy 4 or 5, sometimes 3, very pale green, speckled with pale reddish brown, 
mostly around the large end. Average size of 50 eggs 16*1 X 12 *3 mm 
(Baker) and of 36 eggs 16*6 X 12*5 mm (Osmaslon). 

Museum Diagnosis. Adult male differs from that of parva not merely in the 
darker colour of upperparts and deeper chestnut of the bVeast with iu black border, 
but also in the sequence of plumages and wing formula: 2nd primary (as.) equal 
to or usually shorter than 7th instead of always longer. First-winter male resembles 
adult male rather than female as in parva and albicilla. The young female like^Tse 
agrees in resembling the adult by having much rufous wash on the breast. 

Young, much darker brown than in parva, but similarly spotted with buff; 
tail blackish Instead of brown. 

measurements , 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

12-13 
13 


7 6'a' 
I 9 


65-70 

67 


18-19 

10 


49-54 mm 
50 mm 
(HW) 

Weight 15 cT 9 (Apr.-May) 9-12 (nv. 10-4) g — SA. 

COLOUBJ or BABE TARTS. Male. Irisbrown. Billbrown.lowcrmandibleydiow; 
mouth yellow. Legs and feet sooty brown; soles dull olive. Female. Bill dark 
brown, b^—1 half of lower mandible yelimvish. Legs and feet black (ITW). 

1414. Orangegorgeted flycatclier. Muldcapa slrapKata stropkiata 
(Hodgson) 

Siphia Snphiata Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 1 (12): 651-2 (Nepal) 

AtorireAs liwphicta taphaaia Koeir, 1939. Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 67 
(Kulu, Kangra Dt, Punjab) 

Baker. FBI No. 636, Vol. 1 : 208 
Plate 81, fig. 12 

lOCAU NAUrs. Siph^a (Nepal) ; (Lcpcha). 

snE. Sparrow; length c. 13 an (5 in.). 
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nELO CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Abaat, forehead xvhite; upperparts 
olive-brown. Tail black, white on either side of basal half. 
Bclow^ an orange-rufous patch on lower throat surrounded by 
dark slaty on breast, sides of neck and head, and by black on 
upper throat and chin. Belly ashy, gradually becoming white 
on vent; flanks olive-brown. . , ■ i. 

Female (adult), frequenUy wears a plumage idcnucal wth 
that of male; in true female dress, has a paler and smaller 
gorget; chin and throat ashy. _ , . u * 

Similar tail pattern to parva (1411) misleading at a flashing glimpse, but 
combined svilh white forehead alwa)’S diagnostic. , 

status, distribution and itAcrrAT. Raident, 
migrant, uncommon west of Nepal. The Him^ayas f™.™ 

Lt- Indus Valiev (Rupshvi) cast through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and 

K,\hen sltThS Nialttnd m 

June -m the Barail Range around 1800 m. 3^ ^ 

in the western Himalayas, possibly h.gh'r in Nepal (reeord^at 395^m 

the Chitusgons m Tmc^ Fot/iltSe^d^^owU; 

« weT^ Tcfb^shWilod in open forest. In svintcr frequents shady forat. 

w«^"na; -bspecics in central Vietnam. Winters in flie 

Indochine^ from bush 

OEN^ KABrn. Found ^ toe branch or a fallen log. At 

rfbTp " or descending to the ground after im 
umes nmy l^cned to a robin’s; also very- similar to thme of 

tT^^eastfd Flycatcher (1411, 1412). Constantly jerks up its cocked ud 
SidSu o^. Hashing the conspicuous black-and-white pattern. 

rooD. • Ajann-nolc, a croaking cfcirr. Call-note a low 

others soft and audible only a fcs2;ards (Proudh 

nuEEDiNa. Season, from the beginnmg of April (Mt vicim / a 
nREEDiNa or . ^ rootlets, lined with finer roo.- 

May and June* » P w-v iv- nlaccd on tlic cround on a 
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somctiincs up to six metres Sum the ground. Eggs, 3 or 4, white. Average 
size of 23 eggs I8'i X 13'5 mm (Baker). Other details of breeding biology 
not recorded. 

Moszuu DiACKOsa. See Field Characters. Tall-fcathcnpointed as c.g. in Orange- 

fianVed Btnh Robin (1655), West Himalayan birds arc slightly paler clinally. 

Young, upperparts with ochraccous spots, narrower about the head; tail as 
in adult. Breast pale ochraccous with blackish edges, obsolete on throat. I^nvcr 
belly wlutish. 
lOASUKZUEKn 



Wing 

Bni 

(flom skull) 

Taisus 

Tafl 

d’d’ 

69-60 

(mostly 72-75) 

12-14 

19-22 

53-63 mm 

99 

67-77 

12-14 

19-21 

55-58 nun 


(BB, SA) 

Weight^cJ'l&-14;9 9 H-13g(SDR,SA). 7 11-14; 4 9 9 I2-15g(GD). 

oomUES OP BAKE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs, feet and classs homy 
btwn. 

MusdCAPA MONipoER (Hodgson) 

Key to the Subspecies 

SupetcHiuTn fulvous Af. m. mor^ger 

Snperdliuin white Af. m. lea^s 


1415. Himalayan WHt e g o rge t e d Flycatcher. Musdeapa momUger 
moToUger (Hod^n) 

Dmorpha vmSUgfT Hndgioo, 1845, Froc. ZooL Soc. London: 26 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No, 669, VoL 2: 244 
Plate 81, &g. 21 

LOCAi. KAUE. PAotMcgrob^ (t^pcha), 

szt, sparrow — ; length r. 11 cm (4J in.). 

najs CHARACTERS. A short-tailed brown flycatcher with a white gorget 
bordered with black. Above, olive-brown; tail ferruginous; 
short, broad, fulvous superdiia almost meeting on forehead. 
Below, olive-brown vdth an almost triangular white throat- 
patch bordered with black; centre of beBy wludsh. Seres 
alike. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and haettatI Scarce resident, from 
^ ^ j central Nepal (Rand & Fleming) cast through Daqceling, 
Sikkim, Bhutan, and into NEFA probably to the Dihang river; 
from the foothills to c, 2000 m. Affects dense bush jungly scrubby ravines 
_ in broken country or thick undergrowfli in tropical forest. 
oiheral habits, food and voice. As in 1416, q.v. 

B RK E D iNQ. Unlmown; probably as in 1416. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from Unaps by the fulvous, not white, superdHum. 
MEASUlUatENTS ' 

Wing B31 Tarsus Tail 

(from feathen) 

d'9 60-65 f. 10 f.23 45-50 mm 

(Baker) 


162 . MUSCICAPINAE 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris fanmn. Bni dark homy brown, paler at base 
(all black in breeding season). L^ and feel fleshy white; clavi’s paler. 

1416. Assam Whitegorgeted Flycatcher. Mtisdcnpa momleger leucops 
(Sharpe) 

Dtgenea Inuops Sharpe, 1888, Froc. ZooL Soc. London: 246 (Shillong) 

Baker, FBI No. 67!, Vol. 2: 245 
Plate 81, fig. 20 

LOCAL NAME. Inrepholki (Kacha Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 1 1 cm (4J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1415 but supcr^a white. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Uncommon resident, NEFA in 
the Mishmi Hills, south through Nagaland, Manipur, the hills of Assam and 
the Gluttagong Hill Tracts of East Pakistan; from 750 to 1800 m. Affects 
undcrgro\'rth in deep forest or dense bush-and-bamboo jungle, 

ExtralimitaL Adjacent hills of \vcstcm Burma. The species extends to 
northwestern Thailand; M. solitaris, often considered a subspecies, comple- 
ments the range in the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and the Indochinese 
countries. 

GENERAL HABITS. A retiring, solitary flycatcher feeding in dense imder- 
growth and thickets, usually %vithin a metre or so from the ground. Captures 
insects by making little sallies in the air, occasionally taking them on the 
groimd. Oflcn hops on the ground like a shorfiving. Spreads and jerks iti 
tail up when perched. 

DUplq^, Flics into tht air and sails down to its perch, feathers all fluffed 
but and head thrown back, displaying thus its white gorget (Baker). 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. * Has a weak but pleasant little song * (Baker) and 
some chattering notes (Ludlow). , 

BREEDING. Season, end of April and May. h'est, globular, loosely built 
of grass, leaves and sometimes a little moss, and lined with very fine grass 
stems. Usually placed on a sloping bank ovcrgro>vn with vegetation, some- 
times in dense bushes a few centimetres from the ground. Eggs, normally 4, 
white with srnall fiiwkles and blotches varying in colour from pinkish red to 
reddbh brown, forming a ring around the large end. Average size of 24 eggs 
18*2 X 13*8 mm (Baker). Incubation by both sexes; period imdctermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate momleger by the white (r. fuI\*ous) 
supercilium. 

Young. Above, dark brown, streaked with fulvous; helaxc, dull fulvous, mottled 
on the breast with dark brown. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BOl 

(from skull) 

Tama 

Tafl 

3 

63-66 



— mm 
(Stresemann) 

1 9 

62 

14 

20 

45 mm 


CMD) 

Weight 19 118 (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BABE PARTS. As in 1415. 
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1417. Rufonsbreasted Blue Flycatcher. Musdeapa f^pe^-thra f^erytha 
Blyth 

M.{flsdccp(^^ fypetythsa Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 885, new name for 
D.l^morphi) sopadlutris Blyth, 1841, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 11: 190 
(Dariccling), nee Af. superdlxeris }exdon, 1840 
Baker, FBI No. 643. Vol. 2: 217 
Plate 82, fig. 5 

local name. None recorded. 

sea. Sparrow — ; length c. 11 cm (4i in.). 

fieu) characters. Male (adult). Above, slaty blue with a conspicuous 
W'hitc suprr i-iliiiTn. Forehead and cheeks black. Tail blue-black, white at 
base but this character not conspicuous. Below, chin black; rest orange-rufous. 
May be easily confused with both the Indian Blue C^at (1650), sKghtly 
and Rustybellled Shortwing (1636) about same size, ^vhich arc 
^hnost identical in colour-pattern and behaviour but keep more to the 
ground. Blue Chat differs in having the supercilium longer, extending \vcll 
behind eye; Shortwing has the supercilium equally short wth the flycatcher 
hut less prominent, and its legs are longer. 

Female. Above, olive-brown; superc il iu m and eye-ring fulvous. Below, 
orange-rufous, duller than in die male. Some breeding females have no 
rufous on breast. 

Distinguished from other similar-looking brown flycatchers and robins_ 
by the fulvous supercilium in conjunction "with the rufous imdcrparts. 

status, DBTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident, subject to vertical movc- 
ments; the Himalayas from Kumaon (JBNHS 32: 796) through Nepal, 
Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA to the Mishmi Hills, Nagaland, Mampur, and 
Assam in the Cachar, Khasi and Garo lulls. Uncommon in Assam and 
WTSt of Sikkim. Altitudinal distribution not satisfactorily known. Breeds 
bctv.-ecn 2100 and 3000 m in the Himala>'as, occasionally down to 1900 m 
(Sikkim), perhaps down to 1500 m according to Stevens. Arrives on its 
5'^^umcr grounds in April ; winters in the foothills up to c. 1 700 m, I n th e 
terai, duars and over the plains of the Brahmaputra. In Assam, breeds 
mostly above 1200 m though Baker observed it in May, June and July 
around Marghcrita at 300-400 m. Affects dense primary forest \vith luxuriant 
tiadergrowTh. 

Extralimilal. Adjacent lulls of w’cstem and northern Burma, and northern 
*Fhailand. The species ranges throughout the Indochinese subregion, Indo- 
nesia, Timor, Moluccas, Celebes and the Philippines. 

general habits. Usually keeps singly or in pairs low dowm in bushes, 
*®uh, and dense dank thickets — same fades as of Tcria and Pnoepyga 
^"tcn-babblcrs — - flits among the branches or runs about mousc-Hke moimt- 
mg fallen tree-stems etc, flicking its tail and making salhcs after mid^. 
On the ground readily mistal-^ for a shortwing or chat. 

^god. Chiefly dipterous insects; once an carthw’orm (Stevens). ^ 

voice and calls. A characteristic short si-vcct perciissi%‘c song of 
quality (SA). Alnic»t a wl^czc, consisting of four notes, the second 
^d fourth on the same pitch, third much low'cr; there is then a Htile 
followed by two notes resembling see-’Sew, the first note much higher than 


BREEDING, Seoson, April to June. Mest, a small deep cnip (o, 65 mm 
diameter X 65 mm deep) of green moss neatly lined with very fine moss 
roots or with black hair-like fibres and a few feathers; oflcn untidily draped 
in skeleton leaves, fragments of bark, spiders* cgg-cascs, etc. looking like a 
bunch of flotsam rubbish. Placed generally in very wet and dense forest in 
holes in mossy ba nk s, hollows in tree-trunks or bctw'een boulders, or amongst 
the ci^oscd ^ts of a tree, usually low down (once c. twelve metres up); 
sometimes within a lump of moss hanging from a branch or amongst a 
mgic of leaves in a twiner. Eggs, normally 4, pale yellowish grey to deep 
pinkish red, marked with freckles of deep red-brown so numerous that the 
egg appears blotched or uniformly reddish brown. Average size of 40 eggs 
17-5 X 13*8 mm (Baker); of 3 eggs of a c/4 collected in Bhutan 19*6 x- 
15*2 mm! (SA). Both sexes build the nest, incubate and feed the young; 
incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnoss. See Field Characters. Casually confusablc even in the hand 
(1636), but longer tarsus of latter, t. 28-30 mm (p. 18-20) 
will immediately clinch doubt. 

Young. Above, dark brown with ochraccous spots. Below, dull ochraceoio with 
dark brown edges to feathers; lower belly dingy while. Tail of young male 
with white much more extensive than in adult, covering the basal two-thirds ofeilher 
side. 

MEASUREMEKTS 


(from skull) 


xarsus 


d'ef 56-63 11-13 ia-20 36-45 mm 

9 1? 56-60 11-13 18-19 37-41 mm 

(BB, SDR, SA) 

Wdght 12 efej' 8-10; 7 9 0 8-lOg (SDR, SA). 

ootoDW or BAM PAKIS. Ipij browo. Bm black. Legj and feet livid gny to 
fleshy; class's whitish grc>’. 


A'TiV. 








Ill'll 


t v er r ea urj 

yifMa tadiami Varaux, 1871, BulL Nouv. Arcb. Muj. Hijt. Nat. 

Parii 6: 34 (Ghmoe Tibet = Padhing, eaitern Sikang) 
eoMix Dcignan, 1947, Proc. BioL Soc. Waabington 60- 166 
Ncwruuncfor5'.i«JgjwmVemaui, 1871, naAVaCTfodgranMoo^. 

Baker, FBI No. 642, VoL 2: 216 
Plate 82, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAME. Pcon-pdi (Tibetan), 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 13 cm (5 in.), 

t- “d cheeks 

velvety black; tad blachsh btxwn, Mth bases of all but centra] Mlr7f 
rcctnces white. Br&m, th^t, breast and flanks orange-rufons; ]o>-^^ 
and under tai]-co\Trts bufHsh, 

^t-winter male similar to female. Often breeds in this * fem.t- plonasre ’ 
on P=^' e>-s-im5. olK-e-bti^^sSSh 

^ hitter has a whitish throat- 

patch and a black tafl v.atn wh,.- bases (r. plain brown). M. 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 7: 165-168 


FLYCATCHERS 165 

f<3^e is smaller and has a nifous tad. M. aesUnnam has a svhithh throat 
and grey back. M. polioga^s has a whitish throat and fulvous breast. 

STATUS, DirniiBtmoN and habitat. Altitudinal migrant, locaUy common. 
From central Nepal (Proud, Bisnas) east through Daijeeling, SikKm,’ 
Bhutan, NEFA to the Mishrm Hills, Nagaland, Manipur, and Assam in 
the Khasi Hills; breeds between 2100 and 3900 m, mostly 2400-3600 m- 
in the Khasi Hilb above 1200 m. Winters (October to April) in the foothilh 
op to e. 2000 m and apparently in the plains of East Pakistan file Rashid. 
In the breeding season aSects mostly pine or fir forest; in Assam, oak and 
rhododendron; in the non-breeding season keeps to dense forest, thick 
scrub, forest of large bamboo and tall trees, etc. 

Exiralimtal. Extends to southwestern China and Thailand. 

oENEitAL HABrrs. A quiet and shy flycatcher. Catches most of its food 
in the air, circling out for insects from the canopy of trees; occasionally or 
rarely descends to the ground. Perches fairly upright. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE find CAUs. Has a clear, pleasant, robin-like song (Schafer); 
described by Eudlow as * a constant ripple of whistling notes *. 

^BREEDiNo. Seasoitj mid April till July. Aei/, a cup of green moss mixed 
svith a few dead leaves, scraps of roots and fichen, and lined ivith fine rootlets 
or musk-deer hair. Usually placed in holloivs between rocks or stones on 
steep banks covered with moss and ferns, sometimes low doivn in a moss- 
covered dead stump, or on the ground tmder some exposed root. As in 
M. fypeTythra, it has also been found within a lump of moss hanging from a 
branch. Egge, normally 4, rarely 5, pale green to warm buff, stippled all 
over with fight reddish. Average size of 40 eggs 17-8 X 13-4 mm (Baker). 
Incubation by both sexes; period undetermined. 

Moseuu Diaohosb. See Field Chaiacteis. 

Young. Aha, dark brown with elongated ochraceous spots. Selew, dull ochra- 
ceous with dark edges to the feathers, especially on breast; throat dingy white. 

UZASUEEUErns 


Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

68-74 

c. 12 

r. 16 

56-58 mm 

66-68 

c. 12 

r. 16 

56-54 mm 



(BB, Kinnear, Stevens) 


Weight (one bird in brown plumage) 9 g (SDR). 1 o' 1 1 g (SA). 
cotouss or BAKE PAETS. Iiis deep brown- Bni black. Legs and feet dark brown 
(yellow in juvenile). 


MusacAPA wEsiERMAHNi (Sharpe) 


Key to the Snbspeclea 
(Males not distingmshable) 

Rump and edges ofreetriees greyisb M. m. aBixi 9 

Rump and edges of rectrices more reddish M.w. aulreMmta 9 
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1419. Western lattle Ps'ed flycatcher. AfiuejMjSa trertfraieiMi erffia 

Rothschild 

Mmcicepa collvd Rothschild, 1925, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 45; 90, substitute name for 
Mtiseicapa bIjOd Rothschild, 1921, Novit. Zool. 28: 48, ere Mascicepe Iblbi Gicbel, 
1875. Nesr name for Musckcpala mrfcafruM Blyth, 1843, Jour. Aiiat. Soc. Bengal 
12: 940 (Nepal, Darjeeling), rue Muscieepa mhaelma Forster, 1817, or Meseixpa 
mtlanoUvta Guldoistadt, 1775 
Baler, FBI No. 649 (part), Vol. 2: 224 
Plate 81, fig. 14 

uiiCAi. NAME, Tbn-6-fi (l^cpcba), 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Striking black and white, small flycatcher. 

Male (adult). Ahovtj black with a conspicuous white superdlium from 
lores to nape, a large white ^v'ing-patch, and white basal sides of tail. 

Female. Above, olive-brown; a pale wing-bar. Upper tail-covcrts bright 
rufous-brown. BeloWt throat whitish, rest smoky white, 

A passable miniature of JVf. rujicauda (J409). Very similar to female hf. 
Uticomelanura (1424) which has a rufous tail, buffish breast and no wing-bar. 
Easily confused also with female M. superciliaris (1421) which is distinguished 
only by the grey upperparts and upper taii-co\*crts, and lack of sving-bar. 
Female M, parva (1411) has a bladdsh tail, white at base, and is a winter 
guest or passage migrant. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and^HABiTAT. Altitudinal and short-range migrant, 
not common. The Himalayas from central Nepal to Sikkim and Daijccling. 
Breeds between 1200 and 2500 m, locally up to 2700 m (Langtang Valley, 
Nepal — Polunin), optimum zone probably around 2000 m. Wlnlcn 
(October to March) in the foothills up to e. 1800 m, and over the plains 
as far as Surguja (northeastern M.P.), Manbhum (southern Bihar), Afidna- 
pore {West Bengal) and East Pakistan mostly w’cst of the Jamuna and 
Ganges (see map, p. 158). Affects deciduous or evergreen forest on steep 
hillsides. In winter frequents the vianity of w'cIJ- wooded streams. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1420. 

BREEDING. Unrecorded. Probably as in 1420. 

Museum Ducnosb. Male not distinguishable from that of«u/re/(>rimt/j (1420). 
Female tends to have a hazel-eoloured shading on the forehead, lores and around 
the eye, merging into the brownish grc\' of the crown, na^ and upper back. Romp 
and edges of rectrices greyish drab, lacking the-nifescent (ones of the eastern race. 

Young. Above, with large, pale ochraceous spots. Wing-covcris brown with 
ochraceous tips, darker in male than in female; edges and tips of fertials fuI»*ous 
white. Rest of ^ving and tail as in adult of corresponding scjc. Below, while, the 
feathers fringed with black; belly and under taiI'Co\'crts white. 

Postjuvenal moull includes body and all coverts csccpt primary. First-year 
birds usually not distinguishable from adults imlcss there area fmv immou)tcd greater 
coverts. 

MEA5UKEME.VTS 


kVing 

' Bill 

Tarsus 

TaU 


(from skull) 



53-61 

12-14 

14-16 

38-47 mm 

53-60 

12-13 

14-16 

40-43 mm 


(BB, SA) 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis bfOwn. Bill, Icgs and feet black. 

1420. Eastern little Pied Flycatcher* Muscicapa ivesUrmanm 
cuslraloTientis Ripley 


Head and nape darker, dark momc.giT>’ in tone; back washed with light tawny- 
oliv’c. Rump and outer edges of rectrices wr)" from russet to chocolale-brown, 
distinctly brighter and more reddish thus than rri/wi. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF HARE PARTS. As in 1419. 

Weight 5 ritt? 5-7; 3 9 9 ^ E (SA). 1 o’ 10 E (SDR). 


Museienpa loestermemm axutredorientis Ripley, 1952, Froc. Biol. Soc. 

Washington 65 : 72 (Fbou Kobo, X.aos) 

Maseieepa icestermami ituioekirtensis BSpley, 1952, Jour, Bombay uaL 
^ Hist. Soc. 50: 507. Xorn. mid. (cf, JBNHS 51 : 272) 

Cprms leuiemnnnx ex^tdntus Kodz, 1954, Contrib. Inst- Regional 
Exploration, No. 1: 14 (Karong, Manipur) 

Baker- FBI No. 650, Vol. 2: 224 

LOCAL NAscE. Do^put-H'tx (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARAGTERS. As in 1419, q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Altitudinal and short-range migrant, 
locally common. Bhutan, NEFA, the Patkai Range, Nagaland, Manipur 
and Assam in the Cachar and Khasi hills. Breeds between 1200 and 2400 m. 
-Arrives on its summer groimds in March. Winters in the foothills and in 
the plains of Assam and East Pakistan soutli to Dacca and the Chittagong 
region (sec map, p. 158). Affects dense evergreen forest; in winter also 
fr^uents lightly w’ooded open country, cultivation and orchards, 

ExtralimiUil. Extends cast to Yunnan and northern Vietnam. The 
spedcs ranges throughout the Indochinese subre^on, the Indonesian islands 
and the Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS. In thc nou-brccding season inay be seen singly, in 
pairs or in small parties, often in company with other small insectivorous 
spcdcs. Keeps mostly among thc croNvns of trees, cvtc on the move from 
tree to tree, making little fluttering flights from one branch to another, 
catching most of its food on thc wing but making few sorties outside thc 
canopy; also takes insects from thc crevices of bark and from thc leaves. 
Flight easy but less agile than that of many flycatchers. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. jSong, a thin, high pupi^pUpi followed by a low rattle 
cdsrrT-r-T'T-T or p{<kurT~r'r~r-pi’Pi-pi-pi (Smy^es). The song may be heard 
even in winter (Baker). A sub-song is described as ‘ very soft warbling notes 
intcrspcised fairly frequently by equally quiet grating notes * (Lister). 
Call-note, a single, mcliotv ttreel. 

ppyrfiTyn. Season, Apn\ to June. Ktsi, a small cup of moss, moss-roots 
and stems of maidenhair ferns, compactly interw’ovcn, thc moss only showing 
outside, lined witii very flne hair-Iifcc rootlets. Plactxl on ground, in 
holJo\« bettveen stones, or under a rock on steep hillsides or in holes among 
exposed roots of trees. Eigs, 3 or 4, warm buff, so demely covered with 
minute specks of dark reddish brown that thc ground colour can hardly 
be seen. Average size of 30 eggs 15- 1 X 11 -9 mm (Baker). Incubarion by 
both sexes; period unrecorded. 

Ml^seum DuCNom. Female compared with 9 friliti.less tinged wih hare! on 
the lores and forehead, and lacking any of this colour on throat and upper breast. 


MusacAPA suPERCruARis jerdon 
Key to tbe Snbspectes 

Base of tail white L sufierdlioni 

No white in tail s. eestigma 


1421. Whitcbrow'ed Blue Flycatcher. Muscicapa superaltons supercHieTis 
Jerdon 

itljuscicapa) superciliaTix Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 11: 16 
(Ajunta, N. Ghats) • 

, Baker, FBI No. 647, Vol. 2:'22! 

^ Plate 81, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES. Konc recorded. 

SIZE, Sparrow’ — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.l. 

field CHARACTERS. Malc (adult). Above, deep blue with awhitesu^r- 
alium from eye to nape, and a white patch on cither side of basal half of 
ail. Below, sides of head and neck deep blue; centre of throat, breast and 
vhole belly white, the glistening white throat especially arresting. 

Distinguished from thc Slaty Blue Flycatcher (1423) b>' 
deeper blue upperparts, the blue on sides of breast forming 
a broken pectoral band, and — in the svestem Ilintalaj’as — 
by the conspicuous white supercilium. 

Female. Above, mouse-grey; tail blackish, edged wrth 
blue. Below, sides of neck and breast groTsh white; centre of 
throat, breast and whole belly glistening white. 

Distinguished from thc ver)* similar frmalcs otuestemer.ni 
419) and Immthznma (1423) by itie grey, not ofive-brmro lack; thc hticr 
u a rofous, not blackish tail. 

STATUS, DisTRinvrnoM and iiAnrrAT. Common summer visitor to the 
estern Himalayas; from Kohal (Kurram Valley, but not record^ noftli 
• the Kabul river in N.W.F.P.) cast through the Murree lijUt, Kathmir 
outh of thc main range) to Kumaon. Intctgradcs with ee/hgne m Nepal, 
■eeds between 1800 and 3000 m, optimum zone 2100-2500 m. Aliecti 
xn, mixed forests of oak, rhododendron, pine, fir, etc., occanonally 
thirds. Wintcer in central India from Delhi south to northern . la 
shtra, southeastern Mvsorr, northsrestern Andhra Pradesh, Onssa cs 
mgal and Bihar. Winter s-isitors to the hast three Stales mentioned nay 
:il be, all or in part, from Nepal or Sikkim since a good pere^age ot tnn 
ipulation also have a white supercilium and wlutc basal portion ot tail. A 
IV birds winter in the Himalayan foothills. Also obtained at Bahaualpur, 

'. Pakisl.an (no dale). In wnler frequents various tjpes of open deodooui 
rest, rillage groves, gardens and orchartlt. 



>: c. 1 
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uiGRATioK. Arrives on its suramer grounds in March and April^ departs 
in September though some birds may still be seen in October while others 
leave at the end of August. Leaves its Vkintcr quarters in March. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually singly, in winter often in the mixed hunting 
parties. Keeps largely to the middle stor>' of the forest (low trees and bushes) 
feeding mostly among the foliage canopy, not venturing much into the open. 
Occasionally descends to the ground. Constantly jerks up its often 
accompanied by fluffing of head feathers and im note, cspeci^Iy in proximity 
of nest. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calis. Song, an oft-repeated che-efn-pmr (Bates). Call-note, 
a soft, repeated tick. Alarm-note, a soft trrr. 

BREEDING. iVeTOTi, middle of April to early July. AV/, a soft structure 
mainly of fine moss with some strips of bark or fine grass, lined ■with hair 
and rootlets; placed in holes or clefts in trees, often ivy-covered, at heights 
up to seven metres, or in a depression in a steep bank. One pair was found 
to have appropriated a nest of Troglodyles, Readily takes to nest-boxes in 
faifl-staCion gardens. Sggs, 3 to 5, usually 4, olive greenish to dull stone- 
buff*, densely firckled ail over with r«3dish bro\N’n or, in another t^Tpe, 
mostly around the large end, forming a cap. Average size of 100 eggs 16 X 
12*2 mm (Baker). Building of nest and incubation by both sexes; period 
unrecorded. 

Muszuw Dzacnoszs. Lzstisguiahed from the eastern population cestigma mainly 
by presence of white supercHIum and white patches in the base of outer tail-fcathcrs- 
See also 1422, under Museum Diagnosis. Owing to much intergrading single winter 
fpedmens of females of the two subspedes cannot be separated with certainty. 

Young, Abooe, with large fulvous while spots, ^Ving-covcrts blackish tinged 
with blue (o') or brownish (9)» with IuItous white tips and edges of tertials. Wing 
and tail as in adult of corresponding sex. Behw, whldsh tinged with cream on breast, 
an feathers edged vdth black, produdng a squamated effect. 

uzASURmcENTs and COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 1422. 

Wright 1 ri’. 1 9 (Apr.-May) 8 , 8 g — SA ' 


1422. little Blu^and-Wfaite Flycatcher. Musdeapa nperdlians autigma 

Gray 

Mitsdeepe eisdgma Gray, 1846, C^L Mamms. Bds. Nepal; 90, 155. Ex Hodgson in 
Gray, Masdeapa Astigma Isie), 1844, ZooL MIsc.: 84, nom. nuL (Nepal) 

Cforms superdUarU eUta Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. . 

Regional Exploration, No. 1: 14 (Mawpblang, Khasi Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 648, VoL 2: 223 
' LOCAL KAHE. Turi-fl-fl (Lcpcha). 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c, 10 cm (4 in.). 

held characters. As in 14^21 but lacks white superolium and wlutc 
base of tail; however, Nep^ and Sikldm birds and those wintering south of 
these regions are intermediate and may or may not have any supcrcilium 
or white on taiL Males may be found breeding before acquiring full adult 
plumage. 


STATUS, DtsTRiBUTiON and HABITAT. Uncommon summer visitor. Nepal, 
Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA, from c. 2000 to 2700 m, locally up to 3200 m 
(Dicssclhorst, 1968; Bailey, JBXHS 24: 75); also Aaam in the Khasi and 
Cachar hills, Nagaland and Manipur, breeding mostly abo%'c 1 500 m. Affects 
fairly open forest (oak and rhododmdrdn, pine, etc.), and open, bush-covered 
areas, with or without trees. Himala^'an birds winter in the plains as far 
as southern Bihar, West Bengal and all parts of East Pakistan (Rashid) ; 
a specimen has been obtained from Darjeeling in January. Mot'cmcnts of 
Assam populations unkno\sTi; probably also descend to the plains. 

ExtralimiUil. Ext^ds to southeastern Tibet, Szechuan and Vuiman. 

MIGRATION. No data. Probably as in 1421- 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1421. 

BREEDINC. As in 1421. 

Museum Diagnosis. Adult male separable from the western race (1421) b>’ 
the absence of white supcrcilium and white patches in the base of outer tail-feathers. 
However, there is int er g r a dation over a wde range (the whole ofNcpal and Sikkim), 
and birds from these areas may or may not have any white in tail. hforco\'cr, most 
males finm the Himalayas have at least traces of a white supcrcilium. Eastern buds 
arc a little darker and particularly duller blue. Birds from Assam (Khasi Hills) 
show no trace of superrilium and no svhite in taiL 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wmg 

EiU 

(from sVuU) 

Tarsus 

Tril 

d'd' 

60-66 

12-14 

15-17 

42-48 mm 

9 9 

59-64 

12-13 

15-16 

42-45 mm 


(BB, SA) 


COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black; mouth pinkish grc^'. Legs 
and feet brownish black; claws bladc- 


MusacAPA LEuaiiiELASURA (Hodgson) 
Key to the Subspecies 


B Underparts tinged with rufous 


, M. 1. Irueomtlenura 

Page 

170 

. M. 1. cereirdsentris 

172 

M. 1. tnimita 

172 


1423, Western Slaty Blue Flycatcher. Musdeepa Itucomelanma 
Inicorulanma (Hodgson) 

Diger^a Irucomtlam^ra Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 26 (Nepal **= central 
hills ofNcpal according to Gray £i Gray, 1846, and Biswas, 1962, JBNHS 59: 812) 
D.(ig«nrfl) /rifoior Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 26 (Nepal). Preoccupied 
by Musdeepa triedor KDsrtlaub, 1845, and Musdeepa triedor Meillot, 1818 
Cycmis tricolor netetas iSTuslIer, 1930, Bull- Brit. Om. Cl. 50: 70 

(Gund, Kashiair). [See Bis>\’as, loc. dL above.] ' 

Bakcr,-FBI No. 645 [part). VoL 1:219 
Plate 81, fig. 17 

LOCAL NAMES. NoDC rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 im). 
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held CHARACTERS. Male (adult). slaty bluc, brighter on forchcad. 

.Tail black, conspicuously white on cither ride of base, displayed by constant 
flicking. Below, rides of head and throat dark slaty, almost bla^; throat 
^vhit^ rest of underparts greyish white. 

Distinguished firim westerma nrd by slaty blue {o. black) upp erpa rts and 
absence of broad w’hitc supcrdlium. 

Female. Above^ olive-brown; tail rufous. Below, buffish. 

Separable from the very rixnilar females of westermenm and stsperdlunis by 
the rufous Af. Tvficcuda is largd* and docs not flick its tsoL Male often 
breeds in ‘ female ’ dress. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Common altitudinal migrant. 
Western Himalayas finm'the Indus river cast to central NepaL West of 
the Indus river there is a March record from Kohat. Breeds between 1800 
and 3300 m, winters in the foothills below' 1200 m. Affects mixed forest and 
v.ell.v.'ooded areas with plenty of undergro^vth. 

MICRAT70N. Passage at mid-elevations is leisurely and takes place firom 
the middle of February till the end of April; in autumn from the cad of July 
till the end of November. 

general HABITS. Morc secretive and restless than most flycatchers; 
usually seen singly or in pairs, frequenting low undergrowth and lower 
branches of trees; taVf< much of its food on the ground. Both its demeanour 
^d notes arc reminiscent of the Fn glhh Robin- Perches with wings droop- 
ing and often flicks its tail up^vards. 

egod. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A characteristic ee^tick of alarm is a good indication 
of its presence in undergrowth ; alv > 3 rapid ee^tiekdiek-tsek-tick, each note 
accompanied by a Cail-flicking. For description of song see 1425. 

breedino- Seesem, May to July. J/esi, a small cup of moss well lined wath 
Rootlets, hair and an occasional feather; placed in a dqpresrioa in a bank. 

Crevices in boulders and trees, in a of bark, in a hole in. a trunk or 
occarionally against trunks; when not on the ground, usually witlun 
a couple of metres finm il^ rarely up to six metres. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale pinkish 
Cl tun, minutely but densely speckled v?ith pinkish red, sometimes forming 
a ring or cap around the large end. Average size of 52 eggs 15 *6 X 12*1 mm 
(Osmaston) and of 100 eggs 15-8 X 12-1 mm (Baker). 

Mcazcx Diacsoss. See Flrid Characters. For distinction from the eastern race 
1424 Under hluseum Diagnosis. 

Young (juvcsule), Ahaet, oli^biuwn with pale oriiraceous streaks. Upper ta3- 
Coverts rusty. Wing- coverts , ezcq>t primar)', wth ochraceous tips. Belezr, dull 
citimy ^-hite widi blade margins, tinier on throat and belly. Postjxivcnal moult 
place in August. First- year birds recog n ize by fulvotis tips ofcov’crts. Firsl- 
yeax male resembles female. 


Mmg 

BffI 

Tarsus 

TzH 


(from skull) 


49-56 mm 

57-63 

e. 13 

c. 18 

54-60 

e. 13 

e. 18 

43-55 mm 


(BB, Vauric) 

13 (Apr.-Msy) 7-5-10 (»v. 9-1); 119 9 {Apr.-M»y) 7-8 (av. 7-5) 
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COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark bro\%'n. Bill black. Legs and feel blackish 
brown. 

1424. Eastern Slaty Blue Flycatcher. Musdeapa leucomelanura mirruta 
(Hume) 

Sipfde minute Hume, 1872, Ibis: 109 (Mount Tongloo, Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI No. 645 (part), VoL 2; 219 
Plate 81, fig. 18 

local NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As m 1423, q.V. 

status, distribution and habitat. Altitudinal migrant, locally common. 
Eastern Nepal through Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA between 2700 and 
4000 m, and the Khasi Hills above 1500 m. Winters in the foothills (up to 
2100 m in central Nepal) and in the plains of the Brahmaputra from the 
Jalpaiguri district to Sadiya. Khari Hills population appears to be mostly 
rerident or subject to short vertical movements. Affects forest sriih plenty 
of undergrowth. In Nepal it ts the orJy flycatcher to occur regularly in the 
subalpinc Abies^Betula forest and occupies a higher zone than M. super- 
dliaris. The two spcacs appear to be mutually exclusive in their vertical 
distribution (Dicssclhont). In the Khasi Hills it affects dense, tvet forest of 
oak and rhododendron, or pine forest if undergrouth is sufiiaent. In \rintcr 
often frequents thickets of reeds. 

Extralimitcl. Southeastern Tibet, northern Burma to southwestern 
Szechuan- The species ranges east to northern Yunnan, north Kansu and 
Shensi; also Indonesia. (Chinese populations winter south to northern 
Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1423. 

BREEDU.'C. As in 1423. Eggs, normally 3. Average size of 20 eggs 15*8 X 
12 mm (Baker), 

Museum Diacsosis. Differs from the western race (1423) in bring morc saturated 
and having the underparts tinged with rufrnis or olive (c. white and pure grc>’). 
Eastern Nepal population is intermediate. Ctrebxxeer.lrts u still darker abmc and 
much darker fulv'om below. 


KEASUK£3fE.VTS 



llmg 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’o’ 

59-64 

12-13 

19-20 

47-54 mm 

9 9 

53-60 

12-13 

19-20 

45-49 mm 


(Vaurie, SA) 

Wright 4 d'ef B 8 ; 7 9 9 7-8; 1 juv. 9 g (SA, CD). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS, As in 1423. 


1425. Maniptir Slaty Bine Flycatcher- Musdeepn Uueontdertura 
crrdr.irentris (Sharpe) 

Diger^e urrvdrrrJns Sharpe, 1879, CaL Bdi. BriL Mus. 4: 460 (Manipur) 
Baker, FBI No. 646. VoL 2: 220 
LOCAL NAMZ3. Nonc rtrcordcd- 
EZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 ul). 
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MUSCIGAPINAE 


FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1423, q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Altitudinal migrant, locally ©unman, 
Assam in the Cachar Hills, Nagaland, Manipur and the Chin Hills ofBunna. 
Said to have been found breeding at c. 1500 m in the Glun IKUs (Mackenzie 
cp\id Baker) ; however, like the Himalayan subspecies, it is probably a bird 
of higher altitudes since on Mt Victoria Heinrich found it only above 
2500 m and up to over 3000 m in the breeding season. Winters in the foot- 
hills and adjacent plains. Affects low bushes along forest edges, cspedally 
dense reed-bamboo. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1423. 

VOICE and gaxxs. Song, a short, unmelodious strophe of three whistled 
notes, something like zUh-ti-zUiz (Heinrich). See also 1423. 

BREEDING. As in 1423. 

Muszuir I^iAGNOSB. Male hardly distinguishable from minuia though avoaging 
darker fulvous bdow. Female darker above end on sides of head, and more fulvous 
bdow. 

KEASUREUENn 



Wing 

Bill 

Tail 



(from skull) 



55-59 

11-12 

46-51 mm 

99 

52-54 

11-12 

44-49 mm 


(Vauric, Stresemann) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARts. As in 1423. 

1426. Sapphireheaded Flycatcher. Mttsdeapa sappfdra (Blyth) 

Mtudcapula sapphira Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 12; 939 
•(Darioeling) 

Cyomis sapphira ror/irolof Kodz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 42 
(Tura, Garo Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 651, Vol. 2: 225 
Plate 82, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAirn. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (4J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Above^ ibrchead, crown, nape, lower 
rump and tail bright ultramarine blue. Lores and a line through eye black. 
Sides, of head and back deep purplish blue. BtloWy chin, throat and upper 
breast orange-rufous; an interrupted breast-band deep blue. Belly ashy. 

Maid, first-year. Like adult but crown, back and sides of neck and 
breast dark olive-brown. Lores and eye-ring ochraceous. No breast band. 
Also breeds in this plumage. 

Female. Above^ rufcsccnt olive-brown, upper tail-covcrts rufous- 
brown. Lores and cye-rii^ ochraceous. BeloWt chin and throat orangc- 
rufbus. Sides of neck and breast oHve-brown. Belly whitish, washed with 
fiilvous. 

The orange-rufous throat distinguishes the female fiom all other brown- 
backed flycatchers except the female of M, fyperytkra which has a short, 
fulvous supcrcilium and the rufous of throat extending to breast.' The 

* Krrt-year male. 


male of M. porta albtcilla also has- a rufous throat,’ but ashy breast and black 
tail with white on base. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common altitudinal migrant. 
Nepal east of the Arun Kosi, I>ai3cclmg, Silijm, Bhutan, (NEFA?), Naga- 
land, Manipur, Meghalaya and Assam in the Cachar, Khasi and Garo hUU. 


Muscicapa tapphlre 



Vertical distribution little known. Appears to breed between 2100 m (Nepal) 
and 2600 m (Nagaland — Ripley). Winters in the foothills up to 1700 m 
chiefly under 800 m. In Assam, breeds from 1400 m up, mostly above 
1800 m. Affects evergreen forest. 

Extralimital. Extends to Yunnan and northern Laos. 

GENERAL HABITS. Found singly or in pairs in high undcigrowth 
lower branches of trees. Hunts mostly within the foliage canopy, making 
sallies for insects. Occasionally descends to the ground. Droops brings at 
sides and flicks up tail from time to time. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Only record is a tick-tick accompanied by tail-flicking 


(SA). 

BREEDiNO. Described only by Baker. Season^ end of April to June. AW, 
placed in hollows in tree-stumps, sometifnes in bank, rather bullcy for *e 
size of the bird, being sometimes as much as 75 or 100 mm in depth. Matcrjal 
prindpally moss mixed with some roots, lichen, fem-stems, etc., the neat 
cup within being made of finer moss, moss-roots and a few feathers, 

4 very variable: pale yellowish grey to warm buff; either faintly or dci^y 
stippled with reddish brown, sometimes so thickly as to make the egg look 
all of this colour. Average size of 1 6 eggs 15-4 X I) • 8 mm. Incubaoon by 
both sexes; period unrecorded. 
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Miartm Piaomoso. According to Ticehoist {liU 1939: 753) the mala are 
dimorphic, one phase being that described as,' Fint-year male ’ jmder Field ^ar- 
acters. Mala in this plumage appear to be more common than thme m 

Young Cjuvenile) male. Atone, svith ochraceous spots; upper toU-covem bluish 
with ochraceous tips; greater coverts edged with blue and tipped with ochrac«m. 
Postjuvenal moult includo body, lesser and median coverts. First-w^ta birds 
meognized by ochraceous tips of greater coverts. According 
juvenila moult straight to adult plumage, others to the ‘ retarded dress. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 


59-65 

(from skull) 
12-13 

16-17 

99 

57-61 

12-13 

16-17 


Tad 

44-51 
40-44 
(SA, Kinnear) 


mm 

mm 


Weight 2 efr? 7-5, 8 g (SA, SDR). 

COLOURS or DARE PARIS. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs, feet and claws brownish 
black. 


1427. BlacJc-and-Orange Hycatcher. Muscicapa nigronfa (jerdon) 

Saxieola mgroTUfa Jadoa, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 10; 266 
(NUgiris) 

Baker, FBI No. 678, Vol. 2: 253 
Plate 81, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAME. Mertippdkshi (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD aWAOTERS. Mulc (adult). A striking orange-rafous flycatcher 
with slaty black crown, nape and sides of head, and wings. 

Female similar but head dark olive-brmvn or ohve-slaty 
wth ochraceous lores and eye-ring. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, fairly common, 
but patchily distributed and evidently also moving about 
locally. The southern section of the Western Ghats and asso- 
ciated hills — Nilgiris, Palnis, Anaimalais, and others from 



X e. 1 


CiaiCO nuu 

the Wynaad and the Saigirirangans south to the Ashtrabu 
hills- from 700 m to the highat summits, more common above 1500 m 
(see map p. 158). Affects dense, evergreen sholas with a plcnuful undergrowth 
Strobiles or bamboo {OchlaMra), cardamom and edges of coffee 
ulantations and rattan braka in dank ravina. , . , ^ , 

^RAL HAEtTS. Found singly or in pairs, hopping about amongst the 
seedlings and shady undergrowth, seldom far above the ground; or pcrcha 
on a low branch or faUen log, making short salUa after insects, occtuiond y 
da^Xs^ the ground. Actions and behavdour duUnetly remm.seent of 
a babbler. Usually tame and easy to obsene. 

FOOD. Insects. rit-ril- call-note, a melancholy low/iff 

very msec- 
s' i; chJi-ri-ri uttered every few seconds (SA). 


,76 MUSCIGAPINAE 

BREEDINO. *«<)«, March 10 July. PTest. a loose, untidy ball of dead 
leaves or coarse grass, someuma lined with fine grass, soineuma unlined, 
very similar to that ormpocicUa alriccps (1224). Usually 
feX or other plants tvithin a metre from the ground, 
couple of metres. £ggs, normally 2, pale greyish white or buffy white, CaMtly 
but profusely freekW all over with pale pinky grey 

those of the Verditer Flycatcher more than any others of the faiml) . AvOTge 
size ofSO eggs 18-4 X 13-1 mm (Baker). In one case observed, the female 
did all thcToUection of material but the male was m close attendance 

(Betts). 

Young dacribed fmm 8'^ 

L ® rraNHS 16- 1541 and Betti UBNHS 50 : 42): wings bUck; rump and 
Suit ; beirb^Xd unV« .p«ued light and dark brown. 

irzAsURENzms Tarsus Tad 

(from skull) 

, , airo 13-14 19-20 dl-Sl mm 

' ^ 4 ■ 18-28 

9 9 55-59 . 13-H 

Weightsffd’ 0.35-0-4 oz. (r. 10-11 g); 5 9 9 0-25-0-35 os. (c,7-I0g)- 
Davison. pale pink o< 

bro^Tp XC, r«. and claw, gne,bb Bob or greyish brown, 

1428. Large NUtavsu Muscicapa grandis grandis (Blyth) 
CludlaApaadi, Blyth,' 1842, Jour. -^iat. Soe. Bengal 11: 1B9 
(Dari^kng) 

Mftoa troadisfarilau Koels. 1954, Contrib. Insl. 
Rt^onal-^loration, No. I: 14 (Smgau, Lmha. H.Ib) 

Baker, FBI No. 682, Vol. 2 : 257 
Plate 81, fig. 19 

loemL HASiz. Margong (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length f, 20 cm (8 in.). sluggish, blaci- 

°‘^S^ng ijro 'eh^JJltXa 

'bb^;"^wn, rump and a P^'^. ‘iXk .^at 

brilffant cobalt blue, but «'8onr noucra^m ihn d ^^d^ 
in which it is i^ally se^ R« " pu^lTtoe. 

fulvous-brown. Crown, nape and ^ 

a pale blue patch on either fide^neek. Wings ano 

rufous-brown. Belou; throat fulvous; rat ““ „hi,e throat-patch, 
"'•me rimilar female ofM. r^dU^ dUgn^ hy 

All spcaa aod both sexes nilu y» —.rV of the irroup, m it vi^* 
U,rpal^ue patch on .Ida of neck - the haU-mark of the gro p. 
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CTATUS, nsTKiBTmoN and habitat. Fairly common resident, subject 
to vertir^i movements. From central Nepal cast through Daijeeling, Sikkim, 
Bhutan and NEFA to the Mishmi Hills, thence south through Nagaland, 
Manipur, and Assam in the Cachar, Garo, Khasi and Mizo hilN (Koclz); 
gcncrkly breeds between 1800 and 2700 m (Himalayas and eastern ranges 
south to Mt Victoria). ^Vmtcrs from the foothilb to at least 2000 m. In the 
bills of Assam, breeds from 900 m to the highest summits. Affects dense, 
humid forest and secondary jungle on steep hillsides and ravines, especially 
jn the vidnity of streams, 

ExtreBritd. Extends east to the Indochinese countries and south through 
• the Malay Peninsula. Another subspedes in Sumatra. 

ersERAL HABITS. Found singly or in pairs in low undergrowth in the 
thickest and darkest patches of the forest where sunlight rarely filters through. 
Flits and skulks among low bushes and often feci on the ground; occa- 
sioaally takes insects on the \s’ing, but it is less agile than most flycatchers 
and this is not its common practice. 

FOOD. Insects and berries. 

VOICE and calls. Song: a distinctive, rather mournful, ascending whistle 
of three or four notes ending interrogatively, thus wkee^zvkei^unp ? or Ue-^-tree? 
or repeated unhurriedly and monotonously for sc\'eral minutes 

(once timed seven) at a stretch (SA). Fleming considers tHs bird a beautiful 
singer and renders its song as Tnore time to eat (do, re, re, mi) ^vith other 
notes like right here, t-Z’Z^Z-ti ha-ha-ka-ha. 

BREEDING. ScosoTij April to July. A'crf, placed in crevices or holes and 
conforms to their shape; rather bulk)', made chiefly of green moss; the neat 
cup within is lined with rootlets. Most nests built in among boulden, among 
the long moss growing on the face of rocks flanking streams and water- 
falls, against the trunk or among the buttress roots of large trees; occasionaJly 
in holes in dead stumps. Situatwi almost invariably in shady, ev erg r e en 
forest. Eggs^ usually 4, sometimes 5 or 3, very similar to those of CincUdittm 
Uvoffvm (1681) but pale buffinstead of pale pink, often \vith a finely speedd- 
cd pattern of darker buff and a faint indication of a coronal ring on some 
eggs. Average size of 38 ^gs 24*7 x 18 mm (Harrison & Parker, 1966, 
BaZ/. B.O.C. 86: 71-3). Individual eggs in the same clutch very variable in 
coloration (D'Abreu). Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and incuba- 
tion period, imdctcnnined. Brood-parasitism on it by cuckoo, presumably 
Cvailus ctmoTuSj reported (D’Abreu, JBNHS 27: 405). 

hfcsEcu DiACKOsn. See Fidd Characters. 

Young. Ahcztf up{>erparts and sides of head with ochraceous spots and bold 
Hack margins to the feathers; lesser and median coverts with ochraceous terminal 
jpot; greater coverts black (edged with blue in male) with tiny ochraceous shaft- 
streaks at dps; primary co\*crts dull black. Below, squamated with large brownish 
)*enow spots and narrow black margins. 

JCAscanmns 


Wing 


(fd* 100-112 

V 9 97-105 


Bin 

Tarsus 


(from skuU) 
18-20 

23-26 

87-100 mm 

17-20 

23-25 

86-91 mm 


(BB, SA, Stresemann) 


Weight 6 c’ri' 35-40; 2 9 V 35, 33.g (S.\). 

cot,ouRs or BARE PARTS. Iris Hark broN^Ti. BUI, legs, feet and daws black; soles 
greyish flesh. 


Muscicapa macorigoriae (Burton) 

Key to the Snbepeciea 

Underparts darker, more grej* M. tru sigr.aia 

Underp ar ts paler, more whitish on abdomen. .M, m. moegrigoriae 


1429. Western Small Nntsi\'a. Mtiscicapa maegrigorieu maegrigeniae 
(Burton) 

PkoerrMrra rwegrigorice Burton, 1835, Proc. ZooL Soc, London: 152 
(Himalayas, restricted to western Himalayas by Rand & Fleming, 1957, 
Fiddiana 41: 178) 

Baker, FBI No. 685 (part). Vol. 2: 260 
Plate 81. &g. 16 

LOCAL NAsrrs. None recorded. 

snx. Sparrow — ; length c. 11 cm (44 in.). 

FiELi) characters. Male (adult). Above, forccro\s*n, rump and a patch 
on cither side of neck brilliant ultramarine blue. Forehead and lores black. 
Rest of upperparts deep purplish blue. Below, throat deep purplish blue; 
rest of tmderparts ashy, w'hitish on belly. 

Female. Above, rufescent olive-brown. Wings and tail rusty brown. 
A'pale blue patch on either side of neck. Below, throat fulvous; rest of under- 
parts fulvous olivc-hrowTi. 

Small size and blue patches on sides of neck distinguish both sexes. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoK and HABITAT. Fairly common resident, subject 
to vertical movements. Himalayas from Mussooree through Nepal and 
Darjeeling (where it intergrades with rigneta); from c, 1000 to 2100 m in 
summer and from the foothills to e. 1400 m in winter. Affects bushes near 
streams, in shady glades or alongside roads and tracks through forest, 
generally not far from water. * 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1430. 

VOICE and calls. A sub-song, described as a curiotu little grating song 
uttered solio voce, heard from March to May (Proud). See also 1430. 

BRZEDiNo. As in 1430. 

Ml'SEUM Diacsosis. Underparts paler and bcUy more whitish than sxgrMta (1430), 

MEASURXStEXn 


Wing 

Bill 

Taurus 

Tail 

62-67 

(from skuU) 
c. 12 

e. 18 

49-54 mm 

9 9 61-65 

c. 12 

c. 18 

46-55 mm 

Weights cfc? 11-13; 3 9 9 12-13 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris bfCWD. BUI black. 

Legs and feet 

(BB. SA) 

brownish plum- 


beous; soles hoary. 
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1430. Eastern Small Niltava. Aiusewapa maegrigoriae signaUx (Horsfield) 
Leiothrix signola Horsfield, 1840, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 162 
(Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 685 (part), VoL 2: 260 
toCAi. NAME. Pkak-togTok-phs (Lcpcha). 

Sparrow — ; length c, 11 cm (44 in.). 
rtELD CHARACTERS. As in 1429, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 
siATvs, DisTRiBunoN and habitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
iRovements. Sikkim (intergrading with nominate race), Bhutan and NEFA, 
^ence south through the Patkai Range, Nagaland, hlanipur, and Assam 
ki the Cachar, Khasi and Garo hills. Breeds from c. 900 to at least 2(KK) m; 
"inten from c.'1400 m do^vn to the foothills and in the plains of the Brahma- 
putra, Affects bushes along streams, shady glades and tracks in evergreen 
orcst, and secondary' scrub in forest clearings. In the plains, in winter, 
partial to mixed heavy reed and grass jungle interspersed with trees. 

CE>tERAL HABITS. A retiring flycatcher, usually difficult to observe. 
Solita^' in trintcr. Very sprightly and active, feeding almost entirely' on the 
in typical flycatcher style among the upper bushes or undergrowth, 
ore active in the early mornings and about dusk. 

rooD. Insects (ants, beetles, etc.): also berries in the non-breeding 

season. > / > 

VOICE and calls. Song, a four-noted strophe, very high-pitched and 
^^arkably thin twce-twee~ee-fwee rising in pitch to the second note, then 
(Smythies). Sub-sor^ described as a curious Ettlc subdued gratmg 
(Proud). CaU-note, a very high-pitched see-see, the second note a 
quartcr-tonc lower (Lister). 

Season, end of April to early July. AVr/, usually placed in 
IS tn rocks well covered by vegetation, on the banks of streams; made of 
®os, the inner cup lined with moss and rootlets. Eggs, normally' 4, some- 
5 or 3, creamy white to pale greyish ycUow, blotched or frccklt^ more 
o* less densely, more so at the larger end where forming an indefinite nng 
^ cap. Average size of 100 18-1 X 13-6 mm ^akcr). Bothies 

, hi building though male seems to do little more than bring 

“materials. Incubation by both sexes; period about 12 days. Brood- 
^i^itized by the cuckoos Cuetdus poliocepkalus, C. sparrerioides and C.fngax 
JBNHS 17: 353, 363, 36^. 

I>^CNosis, See Fidd. Characters, Differs from the ncmmaic race 
) in ha\*ing the breast and abdomen greyer, less whitish. ^ 

^^oung. A$o-r^ rufescent brown with odiraceous spots- Lesser, m edi an an 
cm-erts vdth ochraceous tips. Below, ful\-ous brown with ochraceous spots; 
^ w hiUah on abdomen. Postjm-enal moult of body-feaihcrs and wing-co%"crts 
primary). 

^■^*vxEMz?fTS and colours of bare farts. As in 1429. 
o' 9 11-13 g (SDR, SA), 

Mcscicafa sundara (Hodgson) 

Key to the Subspecies 

^lale paler bdow, female paler above. ■*^1- ^vhutlen 
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1431. Western Rnfonsbellied Niltava. Muscicapa simdara wfdstim 
(Ticchurst) 

Jiiltaca rjndaa irHrlZfri Ticchurst, 1926, BulL BriL Orn. CL 46: 1 13 
(Muirce) 

Baker, FBI No. 684 (part), Vol. 1 : 259 
LOCAL nastes. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1432, q.v. See Museum Diagnosb. 
status, dbtributiok and habitat. Fairly common resident, subject to 
vertical mov’cmeuts. The western Himalayas from the Murree hills to 
Kumaon- Breeds between 1600 and 2700 m, optimum zone 1800-2400 m. 


Mascicapo tundero and M. peWptt 



M.fclUfa ( 1435 )- 


Affects undergrowth in dense forest (chestnut, fir, etc.), jungle, and along 
nuDahs. Found in winter front c. 650 m down to the foothills and adjacent 
plains (Hoshiarpur, Ambala and Rawalpindi). In this season frequents 
bushes near water and along roads in more open areas. 

CENEEAL HABITS. Usually keeps singly; in winter frequently with the 
mixed hunting parties. Botn its body forward and fiicks and spreads its 
tail es-cry fess- seconds. Hunts in low undergrowth close to the ground, 
freely descending to it for food. Both Magrath (J^TIS 19:148) and Whistler 
{Ibis 1930: 95) note its %-ery Blue Chat-like habits. 

root). Insects (ants and beetles recorded). Also berries, espedally in 
the non-breeding season. 
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VOICE and caixs. Song described as squeaky and grating (Proud). 
A call (or song ?} is rendered as s-i-i-i-i-f ela chock (Flexning). Alarm-note, 
a harsh, scolding tr-r-r-lchik (SA), and a long-drawn squeak in the neigh- 
bourho<^ of the nest (HW). Other notes, a soft rAa . . . cha low-pitched 
and insistent, and a soft, falling pea .. .pea (Lister). Also a high-pitched 
tri, id. Id (Loke). 

BREEDiNo. Season April to July, chiefly May an4 June. Young in nest 
have been found as late as August. Pfest, usually placed in a hole in a bank 
or roadside cutting, in clefts or crevices of rocks, or in cavities in dead stumps, 
close to the ground. Made mostly of moss, the inner cup lined with rootlets. 
Eggs, normally 4, very similar to those of M. graniis (1428). Both nest and 
eggs are very reminiscent of a Robin’s. Average size of 14 eggs 20-7 x 
15-9 mm (Baker). Building and incubation by both sexes; period 12 or 
13 days. Brood-parasitized by Cucuhis canorus, C. satumlus and C. Jagax 
(D’Abreu, JBNHS 27: 405). 

Museum Diagnosis. Male difleis from smdam (1432) in having the orange- 
rufous of imderparts paler. Female Is paler and more olive-grey above; tail paler 
chestnut; underparts more greyish olive. 

measurements and coeours of bare parts. As in 1432. 


1432. Eastern Rnfonsbellied Niltava. Muscicopa sundara sundara 
(Hodgson) 

hSIlaoa Sundara Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 1 (12): 650 (Nepal) 
Cyataadafastmsa Lesson, 1840, Rev. Zool.: 266 (Mont. Himal., restricted to 
Muiree by Baker, 1930, Fauna Brit, fndia, Bds. 8: 632, re-restricted to NE. 

Himalayas by Ticchurst, 1931, Ibis: 351) 

Baker, FBI No. 684 (part), Vol. 2; 259 
Plate 82, fig. 14 

EOCAi. NAMES. Ntltau (Nepal) ; Margong (Lcpcha). 

size. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

fTELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Above, forehead black; crown, rump, 
shoulders and a patch on either side of neck bright ultramarine blue. Sides 
of head and back dark purplish blue looking practically black. Below, 
throat as back; rest of underparts orange-rufous. ’ 

May be confused with the very similar M. vivida which lacks the well- 
defined blue patch (the niltava hall-mark) on sides of neck; other differences 
not apparent in the field. 

Female. Above, olive-broivn tinged with ochraceous on rump. A pale 
eye-ring. A blue patch on either side of neck. Wings fulvous-brown. Tail 
rusty brown. Below, chin and upper throat fulvous-olive. Lower throat 
white; rest of underparts olive-brown. 

The combination of a white throat-patch and the characteristic blue 
spot on each side of neck identifies the female; 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. Nepal, Daijeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan, NEFA, the Fatkai Range, 
Nagaland, Manipur, and Asmm in the Cachar and Khasi hills. Breeds 
between e. 1800 and 3200 m (Diesselhorst) in the Himalayas and the eastern 
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range south to Mt Victoria, and in Assam from 900 rh to the highest summit). 
Found in winter (November to March) from c. 2300 m doim to the foot- 
hills, in the plains of the Brahmaputra and in the Chittagong tegon of East 
Pakistan. Affects dense undergrosvth in more open forest than hf. grandit 
secondary grosvth and brush-covered hillsides. ’ 

Extralimital. Extends east to Yunnan and northern Laos. 

OENERAI. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1431. 

BREEDDra. As in 1431. 

Museum Diagnosis. For distinction from whistleri, sec 1431. 

Young, male and female similar to those of 3f. graadir respectively, but with 
a pale ochraceous patch on lower throat. First-svinter birds recognisable by ochra- 
ceous tips of greater coverts. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU ^ 

fftf 

78^7 

16-17 

21-22 

65-73 mm 

? 9 

76-83 

16-17 

' 21-23 

60-68 mm 




(BB, SA, Stresemann) 


Weight 21 cf o' 20-24 (av. 21); 7 9 9 19-24 (av. 21-5) g — SA. 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: o' black, 9 blackish brow-n; inside 
of mouth fleshy. Legs and feet plumbeous broAvn. 


1433. Rnfonsbellied Bloe Flycatcher. Muscicapa viiida oalesi (Salvadon) 

Mltasa oaUsi Salvador!, 1887, Ann. Mus. Civ. Stor. 

_ Nat. Genoa 5 (2): 514 (Mulcyit) 

^ ' Baker, FBI No. 652, Vol Z: 226 

Plate 82, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow +; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult), Abovij forehead and lores black. 

Crown and rump ultramarine blue. Back and tail dark 
purplish blue. Bclow^ chin, upper throat, sides of head, neck 
and breast nearly black. Rest of underparts rufous. 

Resembles M. sundara but lacks the niltava hall-mark — 
the well-defined blue patch on sides of neck. M. ruhrcuhidrs 
also has a dark blue throat but a white belly. 

X f. 1 ' Female. Above, crown grey-brown; a fulvous eye-ring. 

Rest ofupperparts dark olive-brown. Below', throat fulvous, 
rest olive-brown. 

Distinguished from female A/, sundara and M. grandis hy lack of the dis- 
tinctive blue neck-patches; from xmieolor by fulvous throat and olive-brmvn 
breast (v. whitish and grey respectively). Females of rubeculoxdes and hanyumas 
both have a rufous breast and white bdly; female concreta has a white throat- 
patch. Both sexes of Af. poUogenys have a whitish throat and rufous breast. 

STATUS, DisTRinunoN and HABITAT. Apparently rare. NEFA in the 
Pachakshiri area (Ludlow, Ibis 1944:194); Assam in north Cachar (one 
April record— Baker, JBNHS 9:124) ; the highwt eastern ranges of Manipur 
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(Hume, SF 11: 111), and presumably Nagaland. Obtained in summer 
from 2100 to 2700 m (NEFA, Sikkim and Mt Victoria) ; recorded in ^vintcr 
from 1500 to 2000 m in Burma. Affects dense brushwood in evergreen 
forest. * 

Extralimital. Extends to Szechuan and northern Vietnam. The species 
ranges to Formosa, the Malay Peninsula and Sumatra.* 

OEKERAL HABrrs. Found singly or in pairs, skulking in brushwood from 
which it makes sallies after insects. Behaviour and habitat preference much 
as in ILarge Niltava (1428), / 

FOOD. Insects. 

' VOICE and calls. ‘A clear whistle * (Robinson). 

BREEDING. Unkno^vn. 

MusEini Diagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumages see Baker, loc. 
cit. Young undescribed. 


UEASUREUP.N75 



Wing 

BUI 

(from skuU) 

Tanus 

Tail 

7 ifdi 

94-102 

c. 16 

e. 18 

74-86 nun 

2 9 9 

93, 94 

f. 16 

18 — mm 

(Kinnear, Stresemann) 

Weight 2 (JiiJi 

■O 

■2 oz. (f. 33 g) 

— ' Hume. 



COLOURS Op BARE PARTS. Iris brown to reddish chocolate. BUI black. Legs and 
feet dark blackish brown; soles yellowish. 


1434. WWtetailed Bine Flycatirher. Muscicapa concreta tyanea (Hume) 

AluscitTta cyanea Hume, 1877 (June), StrayFcathers 5: 101 (Mulejit) 

Baker, FBI No. 641, Vol 2: 215 
Plate 82, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAsccs. Nooc recorded. 

stZE. Balbul; length c. 16 cm (71 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Above, deep blue, crown brighter. 

Tail dull blue ^^^th a large amount of White on all but the 
central rcctriccs. Below, throat and breast dork blue fading 
to ashy on lower breast and flanks, and to white on lower 
belly and under tail-coverts. 

Distinguishable from all dark blue flycatchers by large 
size (nearly same as of Large Niltava) and by the large 
amount of ^^•hitc in tail 

Female. Above, rufescent brown; a fulvous cyc-rirjg. 
^ * Tail like male's but brown, also with much white in it. 

Below, rufescent brown "with a conspicuous white patch on lower throat. 

Flanks olive-brown; belly white. 

Recognizable by tlic well-defined white throat-patch and extensive white 
in tail Female sundara (1432) has blue patches on cither side of white throat- 
patch and no white in tail. M. monilegcr (1415) also has no white in tail, 
but its white throat-patch is bordered vnlh black. . „ . - 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION’ and HABITAT. Littlc known. Breeds in the Patkas 
Rasige at or above 1500 m (exact aluiude unknosm). Obtained in wnler 
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at low altitude in the Margberita-Dibrugarh area (common). Affects deep 
forest. 

Extralimital. Burma. The species extends east to northern Vietnam and 
south through the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS. Morc sluggish and inactive than most flycatchers. 
Frequents the lower branches of big trees in dense jungle, searching the 
leaves and branches for insects; also catches them on the vimg but does not 
descend to the ground (Robinson). Frequently expands its tail laterally, 
showing the white- Females appear to be much less numerous, or perhaps 
shyer than males, as they are much scarcer in collections. 

FOOD, Insects. 

VOICE and calls. * A low whistling song of three notes, in addition to the 
ordinary twitter * (Robinson). », i • 

BREEDINO. .Uttle known. A nest brought to Dr H. N, Coltart by Patkai 
, Nagas on 25 June (over 50 years ago) is the only record. It was made of moss 
and said to have been wedged into a hole in a rocky bank of a ravine tun^g 
through dense forest. The single egg looked like a very large egg of M. 
rubecutoides (1440): pale butT-slone, stippled all over with dMk radish, 
forming an ill-defined cap at the large end; it measured 23-9 X 18 mm 


Museum Diaohosh. S« Field Characters. Young, spoiled as in other closely 
related species. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

TaU 



(from feathers) 


66-72 mm 
(Baker) 

(?9 

91-93 

f. 18-19 

f. 23-24 



(from iktill) 


67 mm 
(MD) 

Iff 

90 

21 

72 


COEOURS OF DARE FARTS. Iris brosvB. BUI black. Legs and feet fleshy btovm. 


1435. WhltebelUed Bine Flyeiitcher. Muscicapa pallipcs Jerdon 

Muimaba tamper Jaion, 1840, Madras Jour. Ul. Sd. II: 15 (Coonoor Chsi) 
Baker, FBI No. 653. Vol. 2: 228 
pLie 82, fig. 9 


iCAL NAME. EdtlufieeU (hftlsyalam). 

:e. Sparrow length c. 15 cm (6 in.). , . 

ELD tWcTERs. Mole (adult;. .tbore uniformly 
I and superdlium brighter blue, lores black. Below, throat and bre»i 

Sbhl^uW^fto characters sdentifim it. The 'V»‘>"W1W ShoHj 
- (1638) is slaty blue rather than indigo-blue, has is paler, bluu 
lead and supercilium, and is more terrmtrial wTth 
e m a 1 e . Above, rufescent olrvi^bros™ ; lores white, 
at and upper breast orange-rofous; breast greyuh fading to white ou 
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Distinguished from female AL rjieailndis (1440) by larger nze and chest- 
nut tad. Both saces of M. para have a black-and-white taiL Female Af. 
tuktUice (1442) is grej-ish abo%'c and has a blue tail. 

STATUS, mnuBunoN and habitat. Fairly common resident. The 
Sah>'adrTS (^Vestcm Ghats) and associated Mils of south\s‘CStcm India 
(NUgiris, Palnis, High Wavys and others) from c. 19°N. (Bhimashanher) 
to southern Kerala; from the foothills to c. 1500 m; in the Nilgiris up to 
1 700 m (sec map p. 1 80) . AfTccts undergrowth of lanky seedlings in evcrgrecni 
forest, sholas, StroSilaiihs and * channa * patches on hillsides, and cardamom 
rasTnes, 

GENERAL HABITS. Found Singly Of in pain, often in company wth roving 
bands of inscctK'orous spcdcs. Rather sluggish. Flits unobtrusively among 
the undcrgro\s'th and lower trees, catching insects on the wnng in typical 
flycatcher fashion or dropping to the ground now and again to pick up a. 
morsel. ‘ \Vhcn perched on a branch, bolt upright, has a peculiar way of 
spreading its tail and scres>*ing it from side to side, remiiuscent of the Thick- 
billed Flowcrpeckcr (Diccsmrt cgiUy — SA- Its quiet and retiring habits 
maltc it seem rarer ti^ it is. Recent mist-netdng, for instance, has shown 
it to be quite common and breeding at ^rlahablcsMvar (r, IST'?.) whcn« 
not recorded previously. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects; occasionally also berries. 

VOICE and calls. A low tsk~tsk (Betts). A double call of t\s‘o soft, 
tremulous notes, the second sHghtly lower in pitch, a little like the nasal 
call of the Paradise Flycatcher. Song, high-pitched, s^veet and rich though 
* a little squeaky, dKided into phrases of as many as nine notes * (Nichols). 

BREEDiKC. Season, February to September, but chiefly during the 
monsoon. A'erf, a rough untidy structure mainly of grem moss, the neat 
iimcr cup lined with lichen, fine grass or rootlets; generally placed on a ledge 
of a moss)' rock, or in a hole in a dead stump or bank, not ^ from the ground, 
in humid forest. Eg^s, almost in%’ariably 4, resembling those of Cop^hisi 
pale sea-green to ss*arm yellowish stone profusely blotched all over with 
dark brown, more so at the large end. A%'eragc size of 45 eggs 20*2 X 
15*5 mm (Baker). Other details of breeding biolog)' not recorded. 

Museuu Diacsosxs. See Field Characters. For details of plumage, sec Baker 
loc. cit. 

Young. Ahooe, olive-bro\N*n with ochraccous streaks oa head and small spots 
with dark margins on mantle. Lesser, median, greater cm-erts and tcrtlals with 
ochraccous tips. Belev, ochraccous, breast with dark margins, throat paler, belly* 
whitish. Wings and tail as in adult of corresponding sex. First-winter birds recogniaed 
by pale tips oT unmoulled greater cm*erts. 

VEaSUREMESTS 



%Vmg 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Ta2 


li-ai 

16-18 

18-19 

57-64 mm 

9Q 

72-76 

16-17 

18-19 

54-62 mm 
(SA) 


\Ymg of 15 <?«d’ 75-80 (av. 73*5); 16 9 9 70-74 mm (Koelz) 

Weight 10 (J'c? (Apr.-May) J4-20 (av. 18); 11 9 9 (Apr.-May) 17-23 
(av. 19<9)g— SA. 


COLOURS OT BA»z TARTS. IHs browTS. BUI brownih black; mouth greyish pink 
or slaty pink. Leg* and feet pale homy brown tinged with purplish. 


hfcsacAPA i»ouoGEJ»YS (Brooks) 

'Kef to the 5iih«pecies 

A l*aler. TJppcrparts more greyish ; crown darker than back . 

M.p.pcUs^er^ 

B Darker. Upperparts more brownish; crown and badk concolorous 

M. p. csihsrinsis 

C Upperparts greyer than A distinctly washed with blue in o’ 

M. p. it i T J i j i 


Page 
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1436. Western Brooks’s Flycatdicr. Mxiscicapa poUoga^s polio^erjs 
(Brooks) 

CyOTtds poUeier^i Brooks, 1879, Stray Feathers 8: 469 
(Salbari, Sikkim Terai) 

Baker, FBI No. 673 (part), VoL 2: 247 
PUie 82, fig. 8 

LOCAL KASfEs. Nonc rccordcd. 

SUE. Sparrow — ; length e. 14 cm (5^ in.). 

nr.LD CHAstACTERS. .df»orr, Mwe-brown, greyer on crowm and sides of 
head. A pale eye-ring. Tall rufous-brown. Below, throat wMtish or buff, 
rest of underpa:^ fulvous, darker on breast. Sexes alike. 

This nondescript species may be confused with sc\Tral other female 
flycatchers with more or less rufous imderparts; these species may be elimi- 
nated as follows; Af. f^nyihra has a rufous throat and rufous-browTi sides 
of head. A/, iidxlliae has an orange-rufous throat and blue tail. Af. 
has an olive-buff throat and lacks any fulvous on breast and belly. Af. 
femgirja has a more rusty tail, rufous lower belly and a very prominent 
white c)*c-rmg. A/, rubenhides has a less whitish throat, a pure ^vhite belly 
and under tail-covcrts. Af. rtoaleger has a white throat with a \vcll-dcfincd 
blade gorget bordering it, Af. hanjvmas has a bright rufous friroat and 
breast. 

Female Blue Chat (EriUtams bnmnetis) difiers only in haring the sides of 
head olh’c-brown, not dark grey*, and in being more terrestrial with longer 
legs. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunox and HABITAT. Cottunon resident. From central 
Nepal through Sikkim, Da^eeling, the Jalpaiguri duars and Bhutan foot- 
hills (probably intergrading here with eaoharterjis); also the Garo, Khasi 
and Mizo Mils of Assam, and adjacent hills of East Pakistan to the Chit- 
tagong region; from the edge of the plains to e, 1500 m. Affects estrgreen 
and dedduous foret, more open country in 'sinter. 

CEXERAi. HABITS. littlt iccordcd. Affects bushes and undergrowth 
though generally keeps Mghcr up among trees. Hops over and about 
fallen sttunps and brushw'ood in forest like a chat (SteN'ens). See also 
• 1438. 
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Musdeepe pofiogenys and M. efblcoudots 



BHALp./oIia^f^ (* 436 )- P M,p. ftfrksriruir (MS?)* 

Af. p. rerzaji (M3®)* Af. elbiccBdcia ( 144 ^* 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-notes Song, a pleasing trill 

(Slevtns); mellcrw and varied, rendered as ‘ doe^e^<ha, 
sT^areeti^do-deee' (Fleming). 

breeding. Season, middle of April till end of June, A'crf, a compact cup 
mostly of green moss mixed ^^ith some dead learn and fine grass, lined with 
rootlets; placed in a hollQ%\* in a bank or among boulders, or in a hole in 
some dead stump, within a metre from the ground- Eggs, 3 to 5, pale olive- 
green or oH\*c-bufr, so densely covered with reddish or red-brown specks 
as to appear uniformly reddish brown. Average rize of 40 eggs 18-5 X 
14*6 mm (Bai^r). Incubadoa by both sexes; period unrecorded. 

Museuu Diagnosis. For distinctioa frota ceshsriezsis and c e r s sj i sec 1437 and 
1433 respeetK-dy (under ^^useu^l Diagnosis). 

Young sirsilar to that of .\f. nbendsides. 

t<EASuitx«r>rrs 

'NTng BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

o' o' 72-79 15-17 f. 18 60-65 mm 

9 9 71-78 15-16' e. 18 56-62 mm 

(BB, Rand Sc Fleming) 

COLOURS or earz tarts. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet pale grryish 
pink to pale fleshy. 
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1437. Eastern Brooks’s Flycatcher, Musciccpc poUogrr^s cachaTiensis 
(Madarasz) 

Siphia ccehariensis Madarass, 1884, Tleitschr. Gcs. Om.: 52, pU 1, fig. 2 
(philkiaha, Cachar) 

Cjcrnis pcliogerrys sefarefirr Robinson & Kinncar, 1927, Bulk Briu 
Oro. Q. 48; 43 (Dibrugoxh, Assam) 

Baker. FBI No. 673 (part), Vol. 2: 247 

LOCAL NAME. Dopziti (Cadiari). 

SIZE. Sparro's’ — ; length c. 14 cm (51 in.). 

FTELD cHARAcrrERs. As m 1436 but throat fulvous as breasL 

STATUS, DisTRiBXmoN and HABITAT. Cotumon resident. NEFA south 
through Nagaland, Assam in the Cachar Mils, and Manipur. From the 
edge of the plains to c, 1500 m. Affects \’anous kinds of jungle as w'cU as 
wet tropical forest. 

ExtrcUndtcI. Adjacent Mils of Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1436. 

BREEDING. As in 143$. 

hIcsLUU Diagnosis- Difiers from nominate race (1436) in being darker and 
having the ochracaeous of breast alm«t reaching the chin. Above browner, less 
greyish, the crown not difiercnliated from the back. 

SmASUREMENTS and COLOURS Of BARE TARTS. As in 1435. 


1438. Pesinsular Brooks’s Flycat^cr. Mstsoiocpa pclioger^s 
(IMiistlcr) 

Cjcrrdt poSager^s zierrj^\\*hhsla, 1931, BuIL BnL Om- O. 52: 23 
(Sankrametta, 3500 ft, ^Tzagapatam dbL, Eastern Ghats) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 14 cm (5| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1436 but male has a bluish wash on upper- 
parts. Looks very* like Quaker Babbler, Aldppo pdoioepkala (1339) but 
keeps singly, not m flocks. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and KAsrTAT. Common resident. The Eastern 
Ghats from northern Orissa (Mayurbhanj) and nonheastern Andhra Pradesh 
(Mshakhapataam district); from the plains to 1000 m. Affects secondary 
deciduous and cvergreerv forest, 

GENERAL KAEiTS. Characteristically fiyxatcher, but Crquently descends 
to the ground and bop» about among the debris and undergrowth looting 
confusingly like a female shortv^ing or blue chat. 

FOOD and voice. As in 1435. 

BREEDiNo. Unrecorded. Probably as in 1435. 

Mtsruu Diacnocs. Female and £nt-y*car male difier from /e&f rrw in the 
greyer tint of the upperparts. Adult male distlcgrrisbed by a bluhb wash over the 
whole of the upperpans, more protscuaced on the bead and cape^ he e n r^ . ir*^ » 
definite bright blue ca the longer upper taO- o overa and outer webs of the wrrr W T- 
hfals breed in both stages cf^Kmare. 






flycatchers 


“*Ajuia«E»n 

-Wing By, 

?? ’M. ■ '"7^T‘ 

9 9 70-74 14^, g 

COLOURS OF BARE PART,. A, in 1436. 
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a89 


Tarsus 

18-20 

18-20 


Taa 

60-68 nim 
55-60 mm 
. (HW, SA) 


*Fui, lOW.Jour. AsiaLSotBenEal 12- inOT/n • 

Baler, FBI No, 655, Vol. 2.^230 ‘ 

Plale 82, fig. n 

tooAL tJAUEs. None recorded. 

Sparrow ± ; length t. J 6 cm 76i in 1 
^LD CHARACnSRS. Male ('adnUA tji u* 
jupcrcaiiun and shoulder, deeper on /““'l forehead. 

'yj^S- S‘lw, p2e peytbrmra’ broivner; pale lores and 

- oKue. 

has a fulvous throat “ ^">re<- °live below and 

tbrrt:;m“^r^i«^-- bnown. Uncommon in 

Gmhwal (A. E. Osmaston, JBNHS 28- 1481 Ne^ ‘jb^buted m the east. 
815), Sikldm, Bhutan, NEFA Naealand M (Biswas. JBNHS 59: 

Khasi and Garo hilb ^d^Fasr^l^f’ M"'’?*'''' h. the Cachar. 

(Rashid);fronithefoothillsmwinter^M^“l800m*^^‘^®°"® 

breedmg altitude about 1500 m Afiects de!^ r summer; optimum 

jungle, and humid forest o„ sm;Sdes 

cocked between the drooping wings.^'^ Pcrehes. latches up ,ts tail half- 
FOOD, Insects. 

taa°iSArq ‘r-r-r (of alarm i>) as it twitches its 


90 
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**EASUREIIEKT$ n ^ 

„ B«' Tarm, 

ci’ci- 8CM15 

9 9 76-84 . ij® - ”->8 70-76 om 

®7~72 rtua 

Weight 1 o’ 21; 1 9 21 g (SA). ®*resemann, S,4) 

S«7-'’C'andr7drArr;7''"'“'°'™' ®“' '>«' oHovver mandible 

Baker, FBI No777i,7237'°”-‘ '' 

Plale 82, fig. 6 

SIZE. Sparrow7 ifig* 

“"^ISSSESE 

• xr 1 rumo^Pnl''! ®bVe-brown tinged wih rufous on 
Sel “‘‘/f'-wg. BrW, throat buff; breast 

0 ' 1 I ^raceous, rest of undeiparts white. 

*™.. «a .. ■” ■ 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. A partial migrant, generaUy com- 

^FA-T^wr 7 7^!^ (specimens in Brit. Mus.) and Chamba to 
Manipur and the hiiis of Assam and East Pakistan 
outh to the Chttagong Hill Tracts; from the foothills nonnally to r. ISTO^ 

Dicssclhorst). Affects forest 
«conda™ftr«7'*'^"^'^’ "“''^hs, well-wooded gardens and 
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BREEDiNO. .^.rfljon, April to August. Double-brooded in Assam hut 
apparently smglc-broodcd xn the Himalayas. /Test, placed in a hollow in a 
mossy bank or crevices in rocks on stream banks and ravines, holes in dead 
stumps, holes and clcfls in tret-trunks or in hollow bamboo, occasionally 
among thick clumps of ferns and orchids growing on the trunk of a moss- 
covered tree; made mostly of green moss, sometimes mixed with some dead 
leaves, grass bents and lichen, lined svith 6nc rootlets. Eggs, normally 4, 
rarely 5, occasionally 3, pale olive or yellowish stone very densely stippled 
svith olivc-brosvn or reddish oUve-brown. Average sire of 60 eggs 18‘7 x 
14*3 mm (Baker). Both sexes share incubation and care of young. Incuba- 
tion period either eleven or twelve days. 

Museuu Diagnosis. Sec Fidd Characters. For details of plumages set Baker, 
loc. cit. 


SISASUREUZNTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from ikuU) 

Tanus 

T*a 


65-77 

14-16 

15-18 

50-60 mm 

99 

66-74 

14-15 

15-18 

49-55 mm 


(SA, BB) 

Weight 3 c^t? (March) 12-18; 14 eft? (October, in winter quarlen) 13-19 
(av, 14*9), 14 9 9 (ditto) 10-16 (av. 13*6) g — SA 
COLOURS or BAKE PARTS. Ifis dark brown. Bill brownish black; mouth greyish 
pink or slaty pink. Legs and feet greyish brown (yellowiih fleshy in juvenile). 


Extralmital. Adjacent Burma. The spedcs extends to Szechuan, Hupeh 
and Vietnam. ' 

migration, a summer (breeding) visitor to the Himalayas, arriving in 
March, leaving in September. Has been recorded in Sikkim at c. I IQO m in 
tvintcr. A resident or altitudinal migrant in Assam. Winters scattcrcdly in the 
hills of southern India (low country to c, 900 m) from Belgaum southwards, 
Tamil Nadu, the Eastern Ghats, West Bengal (common) and in the plains 
and /bothills of East Pakistan and Assam. Abo the northern part of Ceylon 
where it arrives in October, up to c. 1000 m in the hills. In this season, affects 
wcll-wooded country, secondary and bamboo jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps to undcTgrowth of bushes and low trees; makes 
sallies for insects but rarely returns to the same perch or even the same trcc- 
Frequcntly drops to the ground xnosoentaiiiy to pick up a monel, sometimes 
jerking open and flicking forward the >vmgs to stampede a cricket or grass- 
hopper lurking amongst the mulch. Flicks up partially cocked tail from time 
to time while uttering its call- or alarm-note. 

FOOD. Insects and grubs. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note ckr-r, ckr-r; call-notc^ch’ck, click or chik, 
cMk (SA). Song, a clear but short phrase or metallic trill similar in pattern 
to that of Ticket’s Flycatcher (1442) but somewhat richer; a song he:^d 
in svinter has been rendered as the two riccy 

higher in pitch (Smythics). Often given from the low limb of a tree when 
sitting quietly. Song p^od in Nepal, mid April to mid July (Proud). Also 
sings sporadically in winter. 


1441. LargebxUed Blue Flycatcher. Musdeapa ianjvmas magmrosiru 
(Blyth) 

C/omis mgmmtris Blyth, 1849, Jour. AitsC. Soc. Bengal l$t 814 
Baker, FBI No. 663. Vol. 2: 236 
Plate 82. fig. 7 


LOCAL NAME. Deogatmg (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 14 cm {5j in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). A(>oc€, tndigo-bloc, brighter on fore- 
head and shoulders; lores black. Seloio, throat and breast and flanks orange- 
rufous; belly and under tail-covcris white. 

May be confused with M. sappldra which is more brilliant ultramarine 
blue on crown and rump and has a more greyish belly. M. hodgsorAi is ibfy 
above and has white in tail. The nearly identical HektUiat is not hkcly to 
occur in the range of banpanas. 

Female. Abov^, olive-brown; a fulvous cj'c-rmg. BeUw, throat and 
breast orange-rufous; belly white washed with buff. ^ 

hi. sapphira is smaller, mOrc rufcscent above and has the breast tia^ 
with olive. M. poHoger^s has greyer sides of head and whitish ll^L Af. 
nAtcukidis has a buff throat, paJer than breast and a purer white belly. 


5 also 1440 under Field Characten, 

rTATUS, DtSTRiBUriON and HAUTTAT. A rare 

ntral Nepal (one recent record; Lovt-ndcs, JBNHS 53; S3, 1955),$ 

, recent leconb), NEFA (obtained in the Min HUU 
Sadi)^ frontier tract, Astatn in the Cachar and Khan hills (Bator?, 
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Nagaland (Stevens), Manipur (Hiiine), and poshly the Chittagong region 
of East FaHstan. Altitudinal distribution little known. The Nepal specimen 
was collected at r. 2600 m in August; in Assam, breeds between 750 and 
1800 m, mostly above 1200 m, while in the Margherita area it is found as 
low as 300 m in summer. Himalaj’an population appears to winter in 
Burma (southern Shan States and Tenasscrim) while Assam birds spread 
over the adjacent plains in winter. Affects shady ravines and dense, humid 
forest with plcntifiil undergrowth. 

ExtralimilaL The species extends to Yunnan, the Indochinese countries, 
Java, Borneo and Palawan. 

OE^mRAi. RABrrs. Unrecorded- 

rooD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. * A chccriul little song.’ A song heard by lister near 
Daijceling (JBNHS 52: 43) may belong to this species; it is rendered as 
Uut-sea-si-€’*-«-e. 

BBZEDiNo. Stason, end of April to June. }{est, made of moss and lined 
with moss-roots, usually placed on the ground in some hollow among plants 
on a bank or between ic roots of a tree, sometimes in a hole in a dead 
stump, or well hidden against a moss-covered trunk, quite low down. 

4 or 5, pale sca-green or buff-stone with small blotches of pale brown 
or chocolate-brown forming a broad zone at the larger end. Average size 
of 40 eggs 19’ 1 X 14*6 mm (Baker). No other details recorded. 

Museum Diaokosis. See Field Characters. 

Young. Ahcoe, brown with odiraceous spots. Bdowt breast ochraceoua with 
dark margins, belly paler. First-winter birds re c ognised by tinmoullcd greater 
c o ver ts . 

KZASURZMZKn 

Wing Bill Tarsus TaU 

(from feathers) 

o’ 9 76-83 c. 15 e. 19 55-61 mm 

(Baker) 

OOLOuas or babe paets. Iris brown. BUI blade. Legs and feet pale fleshy white 
to light homy brovfru 

Muscigapa tickelhae (Blyth) 

Key to the Subspecies 

De e per blue above M. L jerdord 

lighter blue above M. L dcktllice 

1442. 7ickeIX*s Redbreasted Bine Flycatcher. Aftisezeapa tickelUae 
tickelliai (Blyth) 

C.(yenai) TicktUuu Blyth, 1843, Jmir. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 12: 941 
(Central India = Borabhum) 

Baker, FBf No. 660, Vol. 2 : 234 
Plate 82. fig. I 

LOCAL KAMC. Adh^rSjigi (Gujarati); Kal^HrSci (Mala>'alain, Tamil). 

kcce. Sparrow — ; length e. 14 cm (5} in.). 


194 MUSCrCAPINAE 

HELD CBJiRAcrzss. Male .(adult). indigo-blue, brighter (azure 
blue) on forehead, superdlium and shoulders. Below, throat and breast 
orange-rufous; belly white. 

Almost identical with M, harpumas', Af. rabtadddei is very similar but has 
a blue throat. 

Female. like male but duller and gre yer above; lores dull bluish or 
whitish. Rufous of breast paler. Easily conhiscd with Af. poUogn^s vme^i 
(1438) but which has a whitish throat (c. orange-rufous concolofous with 
breast). 

rrATCs, UTTnuBunoJ? and habitat. Common resident, subject to local 
movements. The Indian Peninsula from Uttar Pradesh (Dchra Dun and 


Mtttdapc dekdUot 



tickelUae ( 1442 ). IH jerdoid ( 1443 )* 


the Shsalik foothills [Osmaston], Gonda and Gorakhpur), southern Bihar 
and south\scstem West Bengal, south to the Cardamom Hills (Kerala) 
and west to a line from Kutch, Mt Abu, Sambhar Lake and Mussoorcc; 
thence cast through E. Pakistan (Rashid) and Assam (N. Cachar, Baker, 
JBNHS 9: 124). Nesting reported from Murrcc (Buchanan in IVhistler’s 
MS.). Breeds mostly in more broken country and lulls (in southern India 
up to c. 1500 m) and spreads out over the plains in winter (October to May). 
Affects thick bushes in or near forest and streams, dedduous scrub and 
bamboo jungle, o\*crgrown nullahs, village groves, ^vooded gardens, and 
orchards. Prefers a drier facies than the Blucthroatcd Flycatcher. 

ExtroUmitcl. Extends through Burma, the Indochinese countries, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and the Philippines. 
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GENERAL HABITS. Kccps ringly, oftcn in mixed hunting parties. Perches 
bolt upright a couple of metres from the ground, flicking its tail and uttering 
a sharp fick, tick from time to time. Flits about in scrub and undergrowlh, 
catching most of its food in the air, sometimes hovering at a flo\N'cr or sprig 
to take an insect. 

Display. The male, while leaning on one side, raises the feathers of his 
head and back and ribrates them as if to attract the female, keeping the 
body immobile, the tail slightly spread and bent a little sidewap (Dharma- 
kumarsinhji). 

POOD. Insects, chiefly diptcra. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a short, metallic trill of six to ten notes, the 
first half descending, the second ascending the scale (Bales). Unmistalcablc 
and ofren the first indication of the bird’s presence; uttered throughout the 
year, but diiefly in April-May. Gall-note tick-tick. 

BREEDINO. Season April to August, chiefly May and June. Xest, placed 
in crevices or on ledges of rock, holes in trees or in crevices formed by the 
twisting aerial roots of large, parasitic fig trees; in the latter case it may be 
well up above the groxmd, but usually it is placed within a couple of metres 
from it. Nests have been foimd in walls and on \vindow-ledges of dbused 
houses; also under a prickly pear root in a bank and in a rubbish heap of 
dry Iea\*c 3 (Bctham, JBNHS 14: 398). Main material is green moss, loosely 
packed, often mixed with some dead leaves or grass brats, the inner cup 
usually lined %vith fine rootlets. In drier regions, dry bamboo leaves and 
fine grass are used. Eggs, 3 or 4, occarionally 5, similar to those of Af. 
niBeadcides (1440). Average size of 80 eggs 18*4 X 14*2 mm (Baker). 

Mcstum Diackoszs. l^fale differs from the very gimTlar torjmias (1441) in 
bring a darker bine above , with the orange-rufous of breast not extending quite 
as far down on tqjper abdomen. Some males hat*e extreme point of dun blue-black. 
VfiXiZ of tcrfjrertsr a\‘cragcs somewhat longer. 

Female very similar to male M. polisgc^s verrj^ (1438) but blue of tipper 
tril-co%*crts a little brighter and blue of forehead and sup er dlium somcv»'hai more 
pronounced. 

There b no spring moult, and the complete autumn moult takes place from the 
end of August to Ortober. 

Young (juvenile) shows dzaractcristic spotting but tipperparts ba\x a dark 
Mrish tinge; vdngs and tail blue in both sexes: brighter in male, duller and greyer 
in female. 


MXASuazMsxn 



lS*ing 

Em 

(from skull) 

• Tarsui 

Ta3 

d'd' 

70-77 

14-16 

17-20 

56-68 mm 

9 V 

65-73 

14-16 

16-19 

54-57 xnm 


<s.\, mv) 

\S*ri^t 7 ri'o’ 14-16; 3 9 9 12-16 g. 19 (unsexed, in 9 pltrmage) 12-17 
(av.l4.6)g — SA. 

osLOuas or basue baxtv Iris brown. Bin btowabh black; mouth blackish pink, 
gitylih pink or yrilowbh pink. Legs and feet greyish brow'n or ;^kish slate. 


1443. Ceylon TIckell’s Flycatcher. Afuscicepa tjckcUuuJerdom 
(Holdst\'orth) 


Cjorjds jndord * G. R, Gray * =* Holdrworth, 1872, Proc. ZooL Soc. 
London : 442 (few miles from Colombo, Ceylon) 

Cjomis tickdlioe rusesa Obcrholser, 1920, Proc. Biol. Soc. Was^gton 33: 86 
(\Valgama, Cc>'lon) 

Baker, FBI No. 662, Vol. 2: 236 


LOCAL KAMZS. Kcpi-kurullo, MSrSic^ (SInhala); Kopi kuriici (Tamu). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; Iragth c. 14 cm (5J in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1442, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosb. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoK and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, widely dbtributed and 
moderately plentiful. Ceylon, from the lowlands to e. 1300 m, occasionally 
higher. Affects forests and wcU-wooded areas. 

GENERAL HABrH, FOOD and VOICE. As inT442. 

BREEDING. Seoson, March to June, occasionally starting in late February 
in the lo^v countr>'. One nest recorded in October. AVrt and eggs as in 
1442; clutch size normally 3. Average size of 11 eggs 19*5 X 14*8 mm 
(Phillips), 

Museum Diagnosis. Male diffen from c? tickellice (1442) in being a darker, 
deeper blue abos-e and slightly more rufous on breast, showring less white on abdomen- 
Fcmalc slightly paler. In both sexes the bUb average slightly larger and stronger. 

MEASUaZMENTS 


Wing 

B'Ol 

Tsimn 

Tan 


(from skull) 



71-76 

15-17 

16-18 

56-63 mm 

70-75 

15-16 

16-18 

54-61 men 


Weight 1 o’ 18 g (SDR). 


(HW) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1442. 


1444. Dusky Bine Flycatcher. Afuscicapa serdida (Walden) 

Cfcarr-ptar ssrBds Walden, 1870, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 5: 218 
(Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 667. Vol 2: 241 
Plate 82. fig. 12 

LOCAL NAscE. Gvd4ardlS (Sinhala). 

SIZE, Sparrmv — ; length c. 14 cm (5J £n.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark blubh grey flycatcher with cerulean blue 
forehead, black lores and whiibh belly. Sexes NTitually alike; female very 
slightly duller. 

Cbiild be easily confused with cf Blue (1439), but for allopatry. 
Ranges of the tw-o •w'idcly digunct. ^ 

STATUS, DSTRiRunoN and HABITAT. Resident, moderately plentiful; 
Cc^'Ioa. Confined to the Hill zone from 900 to over 2100 m, occasionally 
as low as 450 m in the Rattota district. Affects forest and wcU-vrooded 
rasdnes. 
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I M. t. Ihalassimi ( 1445 ), breeding. 
I M. sadiia ( 1444 ). 


Winter 


OENEStAi, HABrrs. Generally perches on low branches, logs or rocks close 
to the ground. 

POOD. Beetles, catetpiUars and fljdng insects; also berries {Rubtu. 
etc.). ' 

VOICE and caixs. A sweet, rather loud song consisting of five or she 
notes, constantly repeated, uttered from a fairly high perch in a tree during 
the courting season. Also a subdued sub-song with the same notes and 
cadence (Henry). Call-note a soft, low chip-chip. 

BREEDINO. Season, late February to early June; above c. 1500 m nesting 
takes place again in August and September. Msl, placed on ledges and in 
creviem in moss-covered banks and vertical rock faces in heavy forest, or 
in ravities in tree-trunks, usually below three metres but sometimes as high 
as six metres in a hollow branch ; made entirely of green moss, the inner cup 
lined with fine rootlets. Exceptionally a nest may be placed in a low fork; 
in this case it is a compact, well-built cup of green moss, tendrils and bits of 
dead leaves, lined with rootlets. Eggs, generally 2, exceptionally 3, pale 
creamy pink to warm salmon-pink, lightly and thinly freckled with pale 
reddish, the markings forming a ring or a cap around the large end. Average 
size of 60 eggs 20 x 14'8 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. For details of plumages sec Baker, 
loc. cit. Postnuptial moult takes place between August and December, > 

Young. rlJwf, dull olive-brown, each feather with an elongated fulvous apical 
spot and indistinctly edged with blackish, Sehw, chin and throat .fiilvous gradually 
growing paler on breast and white on flanks, abdomen and under tail<overts, the 
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feathers edged vdth sooty black. These edges most conspicuous on breast and d- 
appearing on dun and vent and under tailNmvert, flVtolol ^ ^ 

ItEASUREUENW 

. Ba' Tarsus Tafl 

(from skull) 

'16-17 18-19 

16-17 , 18-19 


6 C?C? 

4 99 


77-62 

71-79 


62-65 ima 
57-63 mia 

da^k feTcoTm^J"”- Sid feet 

1445. Verdlter Rycatcher. Muscicepa lhalassina lhalassinc Ssvainsor. 

Afasdeapa thalassina Swainson, I83B, Nat. Librgty, Flycatchers 21 : 252 (India) 
Masneapa mUmops Vigors, 1832, Proc.' Zool. Soc. London: 172, 
me M. meUmps Vieillot, 1818 ' ’ 

Baker, FBI No. 665, Vol. 2: 239 
Plate 82, fig. 10 

. touffis. Ruthir ehitUs, M-hatkitia (Bengali); SUrrillpho (Lepcha); 

tisno iiU ^adtha (Cach^n) j (Malayalani). 

SIZE. Sparrow length c. 15 cm (6 in.), 

FIELD CKABAGTERS. Male (adult). Entirely blue-green or verdigris 
(colour of oxydized copj^), brighter on head and throat, 
darker on wings and tail; a black patch in front of ejes 
(lores) very prominent. Female duller and greyer but 
svithout accompanying male to compare irith, difficult to soc 
STATUS, DisnuBunoN and habitat. Cemmon summer 
(breeding) visitor to the Himalayas, ^vintcring w’dely spread 
over the whole Indian Peninsula, Aasam and East Pakistan. 
Breeds from theindus Valley and Kashmir caU through NEKA, 

, thence south through Nagaland, Manipur and Assam in the Cachar and 
Khasi hills; from 1200 to 2700 m, lo^ly up to 3000 m, optimum rone 
1500--240Q m (see map, p. 197). Affects h'ght forest (with a preference for 
broad-leaved) and bushes along streams; also evergreen and coiuTcrous but 
avoids dense and tall forest. 

ExiralimitaJ. Extends cast to western China and Viet Nam. Another 
subspecies in Sumatra and Borneo. 

MIGRATION. Arrives on its summer (breeding) grounds in early March 
and April keeping there until October, although a downward movement 
already starts in July. Abundant in the lower hills in August and September. 
Winters from the Himalayan foothills (up to c. 750 m) south throughout the 
Indian Peninsula cast of a line Sambhar Lake— Dwarka [Kutch (JBNHS 61 : 
449), Kathiawar (JBNHS 60: 456)J south to the hills of southern Kerala, 
and east to and including the footMIk of Assam and East Pakistan to the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts. Keeps more to broken country and hilly regions up 
to c: 1000 m. Frequents edges of forest, glades, wooded compounds, groves 
and gardens. In both summer and winter quarters, telephone wires where 
available provide favourite perches. May be seen in southern India from 
October to Fcbniary; in the more northern parts from September to March. 
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GENERAL HABITS. Kccps IQ pair3 in the breeding season; at other times, 
it may be seen singly or in pairs (sometiines several pain), often in company 
with Monareha, Terpsiphane and other flycatchers, ioras {Aegithina), leaf 
warblers and drongos, etc. Perches upright; flicks tail. Makes short aerial 
sallies for insects from the rips of tall trees as well as bushes, seldom returning 
to the same perch but flying from branch to branch and tree to tree. Abo 
flutters at flower clusters and leaf sprigs to stampede insects lurking within 
and occasionally descends to the ground to pick up a morsel. 

FOOD. Chiefly tiny winged insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note Abo a very soft p'p'pwe . • . 

p'p^pvot before giving the song. Song, a pleasant warble rendered as pe- 
txtxtUicU'PilllUvaeu uttered frequently at intervab of several minutes, some- 
times in groups of two or three repetitions. Reminiscent of the song Prunella 
modutaris (Lister). A pleasant jingling trill, very like the White-eyes 
{^ostetops) in pattern, slightly louder. It begins ^most inaudibly, ^vaxes 
louder, and soon fades out as it began (SA). Often delivered from tree-tops 
or other exposed stances. Song period in Nepal mid March to early July 
with a resumption in ■August**Octobcr (Proud). Very silent in its winter 
quarters. 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to August. Probably double-brooded, y 
a flat thick-sided cup placed in banks, crevices of rocks, under bridges, 
sometimes in holes in walls, under the caves of an occupied hill-station bunga- 
low or raftem of a veranda; sometimes in a hoflow among moss or ferns 
growing on a tree-trunk up to 6 m or so up. Made mostly of ^een mos^ 
occasionally mixed with other materials, the neat inner cup 
rootlets, sometimes dry grass. Eggs, normally 4, sometimes 3, rarely 5, p e 
:rcamy pink or white tvith a ring of tiny reddish blotches aroimd (he 
md. Average size of 200 eggs 19*3 X I4»6mm (BakerJ. Buildmg, a- 
tion and tending young by both sexes; incubation period undetemun . 

Museum Diagnosis, For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. cit. Fostnup 
nouU completed by October. . . . r i ... 

Young. Grey-brown, more or less tinged with green and spotted with fulvo , 
he spots smaller above larger bcloiv, the edges of die feathers being ar cr, po 
)n head and nape almost white. ^ 

jffiASUREMENTS 


Wing 

V BUI 
(rivra akull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

80-90 

■ 13-15 

16-19 

65-75 mm 

78-84 

13-15 

16-19 

60-71 mm 
(SA. HW, BB) 
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Wriebt 20 15-20 (av. 18-25) ; 7 9 9 16-20 (av. 18-b) g (SA). 

IrU dark brG^vrr. Bfll, icgr, feet and darv, black. 

outb yellowish pink. 

■ 1446 NagiriVerditernycatcher.AWc/>a«;WraB</n(aJcrdon 
Plata 82, fig. 15 

.nriAT MAtre. 'KetBkkih (Malayalam). 


SEE. Sparrow ±; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

, FELD CHARACUERS. Male (adult), greenish mdigo-bluewlh bnghl blue 
forehead and supercUium, black lores, a white patch at Ease of outer tail- 
feathers, and whitish under tail-coverts. 

Distinguished from the wintering Vcrdilcr Flycatcher by its much darker 
blue coloration and the white patch at base of tail. 

Female, dull grey-brown washed srilh greenish blue. The wlutc patch 

at base of tail identifies it. . . . t, 

STATUS, DisTREunoN and HABITAT. Common resident. The southern 
section of the Sahyadris (Western Ghats) from the Bababudan and the 
Biligirirangan hills of Mysore south through the Nilgins, Palms, and the 
associated ranges of Kerala to the Asharobu Hills; from ^ 600 m to the 
highest summits, mostly above 1200 m (see map, p. 187). Affects over^wn 
streams, eardamomplantations, coffeeshade.gladesand edges offores .shola, 
even gardens and trees near houses. May be geographical representauve of 

Af.Bnimfor along iwlb A/, nvdido of Ceylon. -j- 

CENLRAL MBITS. Usually met vritl. smgly. often side by side svith CWi 
cicapa eghnensis, M. rmllBi and other flycatehm. Frequent 
lower branches of large trees, sometimes also the canopy where Jt makw 
■ !hort aerial sallies affer winged insecU. Perches somewhat upnght and 
twitches its tail up and doivn while calling. 

an“- t^’XTe“ that of Verdi, cr Hycatcbcr; 

reminiscent also of Pied Bush Chat (SA) ; ‘ a sweet phrase of six to eigh 
nntes often with a glide in each note that gives it a somewhat meumruj 
e'ffcct' (NichoUl; a stveet svatble up and down the scale (Betts), prhverc 
?rem an“d perch for long periods at a time Call-notc, a senes offour 
or five share chips (Nichols). A female also recorded singing (S.\). 

LI. February to June, chiefly March and Apnl .W 
a substantial cup of green moss, the inner cup lined willi rootlets and rh 
morphs- placed in banks, holes or cracks in trees or among nanging . 
s^mTfime in wails, under bridges or under the eaves ofa „ 

occupied one. Often the same site is used m 

3 sometimes 2, pale creamy pink spancly freckled all o cr . 

Lrde^y aMhe larger Ld where the marking, tend to form a no. 

Average size of 60 eggs 20 X 14-8 mm (Baker). Dslrr, 

Moseosi Diagnosis. S« Field Characters. For dela.U of plumsg 

loc. cit. 

measurement* 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

75-82 14-15 

9 9 74-78 15-15 


Tarsus 


Tail 


18-19 

18-19 


59-67 m-a 
56-61 mm 

Weight 10 (ft? (March-Apr.) 12-18 (as. I5-S): 

rAXTS. Iris dark hrowm. B.ll h^>' black: mouih 
pX brownish pink. Ugn fee. a.nd claWa black-rh hrm-n. 
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Genus Muscicapella Bianchi 

Musekaptlla Bianchi, 1907, Ann- Mus. Zooh Acad. Imp. ScL St. Petenbourg 12: 
14, 43, new name for /{itidtda Blyth, rue /fitidula Fabricius, 1775 
J^tidula Blyth, 1861, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 201, 

Type, by monotypy, campbelli Blyth ** ATmarc kodgsoni Moore 
Distfnguishcd by its small size and narrow, slender bill with well-developed hain 
over the nostrils. 


1447. Pygmy Bine Flycatcher. Musdcapdla hodgsorti kodgsoni (Moore) 

ATormra Hodgsom Moore, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat 
Bds. Mus. E. I. Co. 1 : 300 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 664. Vol. 2: 237 
Plate 82, fig. 3 

LOCAL WAMEs, Nooc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — length c . 8 cm (3 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A diminutive, bluc-and-orangc flycatcher. 

Male (adult). Above, dark cyan blue, brighter on crown; fore- 
head, lores and sides of head blue-black. Below, orange-yellow. 

Female. Above, olive-brovm, more rufous on rump and upper 
tail-coverts; below, pale yellow, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A scarcc resident, subject 
^ ^ to vertical movements. From central Nepal cast through Daqcel- 

ing, Sikkim, Bhutan and NEFA, thence south through tlie Patkai 
Range, Nagaland and Assam in the Cachar Hills. Recorded in summer 
from 2100 to 3000 m (Proud, Rand & Fleming), and in \vdnter from 
1800 m (Ripley) down to the foothills. Affects dense, tall forest and 
secondary scrub at the edge of clearings or along hill strca'ms, 

Extralimital. Extends to Yunnan and northern Thailand, The species 
ranges south through the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS. A Very small, lively and restless flycatcher perhaps less 
scarce than it appears to be but unobtrusive and often overlooked. Keeps 
singly, sometimes in mixed flocks with Phjlloscopi, moving slowly from tree 
to tree. Frequents dense thickets and shrubs as well as tall trc«, searching 
the leaves for insects, sometimes making short sallies vrithin the canopy in 
their pursuit or fluttering before a sprig to stampede them. Fleming observed 
them in the tops of tall oaks, fifteen metres or more from the ground. It 
also descends to the groimd to pick up an insect, tvdtching up and cocking 
the tail from time to time between h^-drooping wings in typical flycatcher 
style, then looking rather like a shortwing (SA). 

FOOD. Small iosects. 

VOICE and calls. A distinctive, high-pitched song tgit eke eke eke cheeee 
(do, do, te, la, te) (Fleming). Call-note, a feeble isip (Stevens), 

BREEDtNo. The only record is a nest taken in NagsJand (dtitude ?) by 
Masson {apud Baker) on 20 July. It -was a tiny saucer of green moss, lined 
with rootlets, wedged among the thick stems of a creeper growing over an 
old stump. The yoting were old enough to escape. 


202 MUSCICAPINAE 

Museum Dxaonosb, For details of plumages see Baker, loc cit. 

Young unknown. 

MZASUREMSNT3 

Wing Bni Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

cJicP 47-51 c. 11 16-17 34-35 mm 

. (SA, SDR, Rand &: Fleming) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. BUI bro^vn. Legs and feet bluish grey. 

Genus Gulicicapa Swinhoe 

Cultdcopa Swinhoe, 1871, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 381. 

Type, by monotypy, Pla^kyruhxis ei^lonaisis Swainson 
Bill very wide at base. Rictal bristles numerous and long. First primary (as.) sboit. 
Tail square. Young not spotted. 

CuuacAPA CEYLONENSis (S^vainson) 

Key to tbe Subspecies 


Below, both grey and yellow darker C. e. c^lonmns 

Below, both grey and yellow paler C. e, eahdirysea 


1448. Northern Greyheaded Flycatcher. Culicieapa c^lonensis calochysea 
OberhoUcr 

* Cryptolopha einmocapUle (VicUlot) * Hutton, 1848, Jour. Aslat. Soc, 

Bengal 17: 689 (Himalayas). Aam. nud. 

Culieicapa e^lorunns ealochiysea Oberholser, 1923, Smith. Misc, CoU. 76; 8 
(Quaymoo Choung *= Left bank of Tbaungyin River, lat. 17^15^1. 
Amherst DisL, Tcnasscrim) 

Culieicapa e^loruruis orientalu Baker, 1923, Bull. BriL Om. Cl. 44: 11 
(Szechwan Prov., China) 

Culicieapa egrionenw pallidtor Ticehusst, 1927, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 47: IQ8 
(Simla) 

Baker, FBI No. 679 (part). Vol. 2: 254 
Plate 87. fig. 8 

LOCAL NAME. Z^rdphutki (Bengali). 

size. Sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (3| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Head, ncck, throat and breast ashy grey, darker 
on crown. Back ycUotmh green, rump yellow. BeUy bright 

» yellow. Wings and tail bro\vn edged with yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common summer 
visitor or resident in the hills, spreading widely over the plains 
in winter. The Himalayas from the Indus Valley and Kashmir 
(scarce) cast to the Mishmi Hills, thence south through 
^ * Nagaland, Manipur and the hilk of Assam and East Pakistan 
south to the Chittagong Hill Tracts, Breeds chiefly between 1500 and 2400 m, 
locally up to 2700 m or even 3000 m (Nepal) ; in the eastern Himalayas and 
in Assam breeds down to the foo thills . Also the central Satpuras above 900 m 
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(Betul and Pacbmarhi) but nesting not substantiated, and almost certainly 
the Eastern Ghats (Vishakhapatnam district) but summer data entirely 
•xs-anting. Affects open wooded country'. 

Exirdimlal. Burma. The spcdcs extends to central western China, the 
Indochinese countries, Palaxmn, Borneo and the Sunda islands to Timor. 
A closely related species in the Philippines to Celebes. 

MIGRATION. Mostly a summer NTsitor to the Himalayas abm'C 1500 m 
from early March till September, ^Vintc^s in the foothills (up to c. 1000 m 
in the ^Vcstem Himalayas, to 1800 m'in the Eastern) and in the plains west 
to Peshawar and Bannu, south in the plain of the Indus to Rajanpur, and 
ox'cr most of the Indian Pcninstila west to Kutch, south to about the Krishna 
river. In this season affects forests and groves. 

GENERAL HABtis. A li\xly and confiding bird. Keeps in pairs in the 
breeding season, in family parties diercauer. In winter usually seen singly 
or in separated twos and threes in the mixed hunting parties of tits, nut- 
liatches, leaf warblers and other small birds, acting as outriders and snap- 
ping up any winged insects escaping from the main body. Frequents forest 
glades, W’ooded ravines, NiUagc groves, upcounlry gardens with large trees, 
etc. Keeps to the low-crand middle strata, generally l>ctwccn two and four 
metres abo\*e the ground. Hunts among the inner branches, actively flitting 
from bough to bough, turning thU way and that on its perch, loO'cIy flu king 
the tail. Makes agile acrobatic dashes after insects which it seizes with a 
loud snap of tlic bill, twisting and looping in the air and rciurnliig to the 
same base again and again, all the while uiieriiig iIn di't:jKTh*e, sharp 
t»\iitcring note. Telegraph wires through w:>odcd counirv p.-ovldc favourite 
h' ui ■- 1 Ekylv ^sc erect. 


Display. A bird of a pair would keep flying without ceasing for nearly 
ten minutes, going round and round in a rough circle of some tlurty metres 
in diameter, flying deliberately in front of a perched bird, presumably the 
female, turning and flying out again, then hovering for a moment on rapidly 
vibrating wings; about this time, the presumed female would fly straight at 
the male, then return to a perch. All the while both birds called continuously. 
The performance was repeated^at least fifteen to twenty limes (Lister). 

FOOD. Tiny winged insects. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a surprisingly loud and lively high-pitched 
triD heard nearly the whole year — an interrogative ehik . . . wfdckee- 
whiehee? constantly uttered; this usually followed after a second or so by 
whi<hichi, like question and answer. In breeding season these repeated at 
quick and regular intervals for long periods (once limed 25 minutes at dawn) 
from the same stance (SA). Some variations of the song rendered as 
Ue-tata-Ui, tyissi-a-tyi, etc. (for more details sec Lister, JBNHS 52: 43). 
Call-notes (by same observer) : A very soft pit • pit . . . pit while foraging; 
a frequent, clear hitwik . . , kilwik (high-low); and a series of ha-wki-wki 
(rising-loxv-low) ; a quiet ckiehictnr wlh variations. 

BREEDiNO. Season, April to June, ^^est, a half cup of moss and lichen bound 
with cobweb, usually unlincd, fastened against a moss- or lichen-covered 
trunk or rock at heights varying from near the ground to about twelve metres; 
generally composed of the same materials as the substrate, thus remarkably 
obliterated in its surroundings. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale buff, marked with grey 
blotches and specks, forming a ring around the large end. Average size of 
40 eggs 15 X 12 mm (Baker). Share of the sexes m the domestic chores, 
and incubation period, unrecorded. 

Museum Diacsoss. For distinction from errhnensis sec 1449. 

Young, a slightly duller and paler replica of adult; no spotting. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bni 

(froni daili) 

Tanus 

Tail 

o’d' 

63-68 

12-14 

13-14 

51-60 mm 

9 9 

57-66 

12-14 

13-14 

50-53 mm 


(BB, SA, H\V) 

Wright 20 o’ 9 7-9 g (SA). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brovm. Bill brown, lower mandible paler cr 
pinkish flesh. I-cgs and feet yellowish blown. 

1449. Southern Greyheaded Flycatcher. CuUcitepa c^krjrjis c^hrmtis 
(Swainson) 

Pla^bjruhjs errle^uruis Swainson, 1820, Zool. Ilk 1, No. 3, pL 13 and text 
(Ceylon) 

C^tebphap^:xrphe!a Swahaon, 1838, in NaL Library, n>*catchen 21 : 200. 
New name for P. e^lc-xrjis Swainson 
Baker. FBI No. 679 (part), VoL 2: 254 

LOCAL NA3ZE. Edrajcepckski (Malayalam). 

SIZE, Sparrow length c. 9 cm (SJ Iil). 
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HEU) CKASACTEES. As in 1448, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Common resident, wanft-rtn,- . 

^ The hills of southwestern Indk fiom soule^ 

{including the Nilgiris and Palnis), from c 
™ts. May also breed farther north in the Wcs”er^' ' ' 

Glmb, but su^er data lacking. Also Ceylon, generally above 900 m 

fo^f'Tl‘° southwestern Wet zone. Affects evergreeri 

forat, sholas, bamb<« faa«,_ wooded ravines, secondary and mixed bamW 
fo^ especially m the vicnuty of streams, coffee plantations, iid gardens 
general HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As in 3448. * 

SREEDINO. ftason, Ma^ to June, mostly April in the Peninsula, and 
February to hfey, mosUy March in Ceylon. A'«( and e^s as in 1448. Clutch 
^non^y 3 m the Paun^a, 3 or often 2 in Ceylon. Average size of 100 
15-1 X 12 mm (Baker). Buildmg of nest recorded as by female.only. 
lusEUM Diaososis. Differs from cakch^ta (1448) in beiog darker. Birds fiom 
the Pemnsula are mtermediale beUseea those from Cejlon and the Hhaalas-as. 
measubzuxkis ' 


d'c? 

V9 


kSmg 

58- 66 

59- 63 


Bai 

(from skull) 
12-14 
12-13 


Tarsus 

12-13 

12-13 


Tan 

49- 59 ttim 

50- 54 mm 
(SA, HlV) 


Weight 6 c? 9 6-7 g (SA). 1 9 9 g (SDR). 
ooroOTS or bake parts. Iris dark broHsi. Bill; upper mandible homy brown, 
lower pale yeUowish hom; mouth >-cUow. Legs and feet brownish orange; claws 
horny brown; soles bright orange. 

Genus Rhipidura Vigors &. Hotsfield 

HMjwha-a Vigors t Hoisfield, 1827, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 15: 246. 

Type, by subsequent designation, Musacajm JMelli/rra Gmclin 
Lrmxim Swainson, 1838, Nat. library, Flycatchers 21; 126. 

Type, by monotypy, Tiodiu leuafh^i Lalbam 
ChdiiM^ ■ Hodgson » = Bly^ 1843, Jnur. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 930, 

936 foomote. Type, by monotypy, RBpiiaa hjfxixantlm Blyth 
Bill large, about twice as long as wide at base. Rictal bristla numerous and long. 
Tan longer than wing, graduated. Young not spotted but fcalbers fringed -with 
rufous. 

Key Co Che Species 

A Underparts yeSow ILlypaximlha 

B Undcrparts not yellow 

1 Breast and belly white R.camta 

2 Breast slaty ; belly uniformly slaty, or huffish R. dliatlit 


. . .7h fypexaniha 

Page 
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211 
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1450. Yenowbeffied Fantafl Flycatcher. JXp'Jzra /^raelbr Blyth 
RWfikra kyfcxarJ.ha Bljsb, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bciga] 12; 930, 935 
(Datjedicg) 

Chluinfyrx hjpoxaa&a raa Koelz, 1939, Proc. Bird. Soc. Wishlngton 52; 63 
(Naggar, Kulu) 

Baker, FBI No. 699, Vol. 2: 275 
Plate 87, fig, 1 

LOCAL NAstES. SUk tlocet (Lepcha); Pmtib-.g-k, (Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 8 cm (3 in.). 

field CHARACrrens. A restless, diminutive fantail Bycatcher. Ahn, dart 
greyish olive. Forehead and superdlium yelloiv. A broad black 
band from lores through eye and ear-coverts. Tail brown tvith 
conspicuously white shafts and white tips. Btlew, bright yellow. 

Female differs only in having the eye-band blackish olive-' 
brown (r. black). 

X f. 1 STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Common aliiiudinal mi- 
grant, The Himalayas from the Chenab river casUNnrd through 
Nepal, Sifcldm and Bhutan to the Mishmi Hills; thence south tlirough the 
Patkai Range, Nagaland, Manipur, Assam in the Cachar and Khasi hills 
(scarce), and East Pakistan in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Breeds up to tree- 
line (generally about 3600 m, but in north-central Nepal near 4000 m) ; lower 
limit in the western Himalaj-as not dear, probably about 2400 m ; in Bhutan 
down to 1800 m. In Assam breeds doivn to c, 1000 m (Baker) and on Mt 
Victoria between 2000 and 2800 m. Winters (October to March) from c. 
1800 m doss-n to the Himalayan foothills and adjacent plains; in Assam and 
Mil ranges to the cast, docs not appear to descend as low. Affects \*arious 
• kinds of forest and secondary' jungle but prefers raoist-o’crgrecn biotope. In 
the breeding season, mostly nuxed coniferous and birch or rhododendron 
forests. 

Extralimital. Extends to southeastern Tibet, Yunnan and the Indo- 
chinese countries. 

general habits. An extremely lively and restless little flycatcher usually 
met with singly or in pairs, almost tm-ariably in the mixed hunting parties 
of small insectivorous birds during the non-breeding season. Frequents 
the lower canopy and higher shrubs, but often hunts from low bushes as 
well as die canopy of tall trees up to thirty metres or more. Flits and prances 
among the branches and foliage, pirouettes incessantly with fanned-out 
tail and partly drooping wings uttering its disdnetive sipt sip note. Searches 
for insects in the foliage by fluttering against the sprigs in the manner of a 
PfylloscoptiSt and launches sprightly t>visting and looping sallies after gnats, 
often springing up and returning to its perch perpendicularly. 

FOOD. Tiny winged insects. 

VOICE and calls. A very thin and high sip, sip constantly uttered while 
foraging. Song, a quick repetition of the call-note (Heinrich), described as 
* a feeble little goldfinch-like trill * (Jones). Song period in Nepal, February 
to at least July (Proud). 

' Position of tail vminglyibown.’ChAracterwtically it h carried erect and fully fanned out, 
exhibiung prominently use gUitening white tbafu and white tips of the feathers. The wings 
droop on either tide of it. 


FLYCATCHERS 


207 


208 


MUSCICAPINAE 


BREEDING. Season, May (in Assam) to June and July (Himalayas). 
J^est, a deep, thick-walled cup of moss, compactly matted together, plaster^ 
tvith cobweb and lichen, lined >vith fruit-stems of moss, hair or fcathen; 
placed on a horizontal branch at least as tMck as the diameter of the nest 
making it difficult to spot from below; usually between three and sLx metres ' 
from the ground. Eggs, normally 3, cream or pinkish cream, marked ivith 
reddish stippling which tends to form a zone around the large end. Average 
size of 24 eggs 14*4 X 11 *3 mm (Baker). ^ 

Museum Diagnosis. Female differs from male in having the lores, ocular area 
and eaxKioverts dark olive Instead of black. 

Young resembles female but has no yellow on 'forehead- SuperdUum and 
undcrparts dull pale yellow. Back more grey. 
measurements 


(feP 

99 


Yfrng 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Taff 


(from skull) 


56-58 mm 

53-58 

9-10 

14-15 

53-58 

9-10 

14-15 

50-58 ram 


(BB, SA) 


Weight 8 <?(?» 5-6; 2 9 9 5. 6 g (GD, SDR, SA). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BUI: upper mandible dark brown, 
lower yellowish brown. X-egs and feet homy brown with a yellowish tinge; claws 
homy brown. 


Khxpidxjra aureola Lesson 
Key to the Snbapecics 


Page 


A \Vhxtc on outer pair of rec tri ces not reaching under tail-coverts.,.. 

.7?. a. compTtssirostns 209 

B ^Vhite on outer pair of rectrices reaching under tail-coverts 

1 Darker above, crown blacker than back R. c. eareola 207 

2 Paler abo\'e, crown nearly concolorous with back. . . .72. a. bvrcismca 210 

1451, Northern Whitehrowred Fnirtnil Flycatcher, RMpidura csseala 
aureola Lesson 

RJapidurd cureota Lesson, 1830, Traiti d'Om.: 290 (Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 700 (part), Vol. 2: 277 
Plate 66, fig. 4 

;ui>CAL RASES. Shsmehm (Urdu); Mcchha^", NiASn. CinLKI (Hindi); .VucHr. 
(Gujirzti). 

SIZE, Bulbul length f. 17 cm (64 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A fbceiy rotlcss fan-tailcd smoke-brown flycatcher 
with broad white forehead and white undcrparts. 

Above crmvn'and ear.coverts black. Forehead and conspicuous broad 
superalium white. Back and tvings dark grey-brown, the lattw wath tw-o 
ios« of white ipots. Tail blackish, outer rectrices white others, except 
central pair, dpi^ "itl' " Wte. Bekw, throat black, chm and sida of throat 
^tish. Sides ofbrrast black. Breast and belly white. Sexes alike, but female 
slightly paler and browner on head.. 


Distinguished from R. eJbicoUis (1455) by its broad superdlium extending 
to nape and by its pure wMte belly and breast. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTJON and HABITAT. Common and wdespread resident, 
subject to local movements in winter. West Pakistan and India from the 
Indus river cast along the Hiinala)'an foothills (up to c. 600, locally 1000 m) 
to the Jalpaiguri duars in northern ^V, Bengal, and East Pakistan, induding 
the lowlands cast of the Brahmaputra. South in Sind to Karachi, and 
through Gujarat to southwestern and central Maharashtra (where it inter- 
grades >vith cempressirostris)', castiv'ard to Orissa. Absent from the Thar 



carttla 
cempresshostris (1452). 


i hurfreCnita (1453)- 


Desert, lower West Bengal and coastal East Pakistan- Affects forat, grm'« 
of mango, babool, etc., tamarisks along canals, fallow land wiffi 
scattered bushes and, cspedally in winter, wxoded compound wd j 

Prefers more open and drier country than R. a. d^lerir (1458), but - 
two arc sometimes found side by side in inicrrocdtalc habitats. 

CE.VERAL HABITS. Generally met with singly or in pairs or fumly pa^ 
often joining the mixed hunting parties of TurioHes, Pnro^ fO 

loscotus, etc. Frequents the lower bushes and undergrowth usually 
the ground, occasionally descending to the ground. Fliti ..j 

branch to branch, prandng and pirouetting yyilh fanned, ’ 

half-drooping wings, making graceful iMping sallra 
which it catches srith an audible snap of the mandiblw. ^ 
grazing cattle, snapping up the tiny insects disturbed ‘ 
momentarily on the bacia of the goats and cows, using 
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hunting bases. Often prances HghUy in tsvists and turns up tro-trunhs 
and boughs. From time to time suddenly flicks open svings and t^ to stam- 
pede -winged insects lurking in the crevices of the bark. Makes short aer^ 
darts in their pursuit the moment they attempt to flee, snappmg them up in 
its bill. Usually unafraid of man, but aggt^ve in mobbing predators such 
as cats and crous trespassing into proidmity of nest, uttering harsh shrike- 

like ‘ n-ar-cries ’. -j t. 

rooD. Insects, chiefly diptera and hermptcra. The jassid mango-hoppers 
Idiocmis cljpialis and I. rdveosparsm identified in stomach contents. 

VOICE and cauls. Song, a delightful clear but rather thin human-like 
■whistle of six to eight tinkling notes, the first part rising, the last falling, 
often stopping abruptly in the middle of the scale and left imfirushed; 
rendhred as chtc<he-chcwtcchu-n (Dharmakumarsinhji). Normal call-notes 
a harsh tktak-chmk (S A) . Alarm-note given as ch'wch. 

BEEEDiNG. Season^ February to August, clucfly March to June. Jiest, a 
neat compact cup, usually rounded off at the bottom and lacking the untidy 
‘ tail ’ dangling below that ofolWcoffir; inner diameter of cup c, 5 cm, depth 
f. 2-5 cm. Made of fine fibres and grasses, profusely plastered exteriorly 
wth cobweb, and lined within ivith grass fibres. Attached to pie upper 
surface of a small outhanging branch, often in a horizontal fork; usuaUy 
placed much higher than that of dbicoUis, seldom under a couple of metres 
and often up to twelve. The same site is commonly used year after year. 
Eggs, normally 3, cream to buff, with a zone of greyish brown specks and 
spots at the larger end. Average size of 100 eggs 16-8 X 12-8 mm (Baker). 
Building, incubation and care of young by both sexes. Incubation period 
undetermined.. 

Museum Diaonosb. For distmetion from cmprissinstris and bmmmca see 1452 
and 1453 respectively. 

. Young, like adult hut upperparts and wing-eoverts ripped with rufous. Poit- 
juvetml moult orbody-feathen and all coverts except primary. 

MZASUKEMENIS 


Wing 

Bni 

Tarsus 

Tan 


(from skull) 


84-100 mm 

79-90 

14-16 

18-20 

72-84 

13-16 

18-19 

83-98 mm 


(HW, SA, BB) 


Weight 1 rf 12; 2 9 9 10, 10 g (BB, Roonwal). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark hrown. BUI, legs and feet hrowmsh hlack; 
soles dirty v^hite. 


1452. Southern Whitebrowed Fantail Flycatcher. Rldpidma cmnla 
emprtssirosiris (Blyth) 

LrjcoseTca compressirostris Blyth, 1849, Jour. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 18: 815 
(Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 700 (part) and 702, Vol. 2; 277, 279 
mcAL NAMES. JllUHamn (Malaycdam) ; DdrSri-fiKe (Telugu) ; Vlriri-tdli (Tansil) ; 
rali-narillan (Ce^-Ion Tamil) ; Enitra-hmltS, MSrSaS, Py'atSm-kunlli (Sinhala). 
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SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 17 cm (61 in.). 
riELD cHAitACTEits. As in 1451, q.v. i.- . 

status DrOTUBtmoN and habitat. Common resident, subject to local 
movements in winter. Southern India south of the range of^c nominate 
race {1451)- in the plmns and hills up to 1000 m. Also Ceylon m pie 
Imvlands arid hills up to r. 1500 m. Affects deciduous forat, groves, wo^cd 
compounds, orchards, gardens and, to a lesser extent, light and secondary 
scrub jungle. . 

CENERAI. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. AS m 1451. 

BREEDINO. Stasm, January to July, chiefly Apnl and May. Xest and 

eggs as in 1451. . , 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from mirmla (1451) in has-mg fcm central pans of 
reetrico black ss-ithout white rips (r. one pair). IVhite tips of outer pair of jcctn'cs 
los extensive, only about half the length of the feather and not ^oh.ng the undCT 
taa-covens (r. thretMjuarters in oerwiu). Upper plumage slightly darker, more 
sooty when fttshly moulted. Tail a Utric shorter. There arc of course complete 
intergrades and individual \'ariauons. 
measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

difP 88-87 15-16 17-18 

9 9 78-85 1^15 17-18- 


Tail 


80-92 mm 
80-90 nun 
(H\V, SA) 


Waglit 4 o' 9 11—13 g (SA). 




1453. Eastern 'Whitebrowed Fantail Flycatcher. Rhipidusa ssmesla 
btsrmassica (Hume) 


Letuoeerea bumcnxsa Hume, 1880, Stray Feathers 9: 175, footnote 
(Thoungyeen valley) 

Baker, FBI No. 701, Vol. 2: 278 


LOCAL NAME. Doo^hosi (Cachan). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 17 cm (6} in.). 
nzLD CHASLACTERs. As in 1451, q.v. 

STATUS, DETRIBUTION and HABtTAT, Common resident. Assam “ta ^t 
Pakistan (east of the range of mseold) in the plains and hills up to 1500 m. 

Affects dry, open country, parkland, scrub and bamboo jungle. 

Exlsalimital. Burma. The species extends east to the southern Indo- 
Chinese countries. 

OENERAU HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1451. . 

BREEDiNO. Seasm, April to July, chiefly May. Xest and eggs as m 145rl. 
Average size of 100 eggs 17-2 x 12-8 mm (Baker). 

Museum Dwonosb. Differs from ewfolo in being paler above; crown not so 
black, more concolorous with back. Spots on coverts smaller. IVhite on outer rectrices 
on a\*erage less cxtemivc. 
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measurements 

Wing 

JqI 83-90 

9 9 ai-S4 


Bill 

(from skull) 
14-15 
14-15 


comuRs OP BARE PARTS. As in 1451. 


Tarsus 

17-18 

17-18 


Tail 

95-102 mm 
88-95 mm 
(HW) 


RHiprouRA AtBicoLUs (VicUlot) 
Key to the Subspecies 


A Breast unspotted 
a Abdomen slaty 

1 Paler, more ashy osnrjcmJ 

2 Darker, more mouse-grc)' c. clbicollis 

3 Still darker, more slaty i?. o, suinleji 

b Abdomen with a small patch of buff • *7?* orusae 

B Breast spotted, belly buff 

c Buff restricted to bdly, flanks grey «. rmra/i 

d Abdomen and flanks buff- R. a, alboguloru 


Page 

2 !I 

213 

213 

214 

215 
214 


1454. Western 'Whitethroated Fantail Flycatcher. Wnpidma albinVu 
ccnescens (Koelz) 

irererirm clbiceUh coMserj Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc, Washington 52: 68 
(Bhadwar, Punjab) 

Baker, FBI Ko, 703 (part), Vol. 2: 279 

LOCAE NASOS. SfoAhs^y (Hindi). 

SIZE. Bulbul length c. 17 cm (6 J in.). 

FIELD aiARACTERS. A dark, slaty brown fan-tailed flycatcher with^ a 
prominent while band or semi-collar across the throat and short white 
supcrdlia; outer rectrices tipped srith \s*hitish- Sexes ^ike. ^ 

Distinguished from other members of the genus by its entirriy dark 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. CoTumon resident, suly cct to vertical 
movements. The Himalayan foothills from Murrec and Rashnur to western 
Nepal. Breeds commonly from the foothills to 1500 m, more sparscl> up 
to 2000 m; a June record at 3000 m in Lahul (Alexander, JBXHS 49: 610). 
Winters in the foothills and adjacent plains. Affects shady places in forest 
(pine, deciduous, e\’ ei gre en, etc.), wooded nullahs, gardens, groves and 
secondAary* scrub. ^ . 

GENERAL HABITS, Kccps ringl)’ orio pairs, often as outriders of the mixed 
hunting parties of small insectivorous birds, frequenting undc^gro^^'lh and 
tniddlc story. Flits tirelessly among the branches — tail fanned out and 
partly erect, wings drooping at the sides — usually close to the main trunk, 
working up or down the trunk, often moving rapidly out along a bough by 
a series of rapid, jerky twists and turns, continually flicking open the wings 
and flirring the taff purposefully. Makes sprigbUy looping s^cs after 
winged insects thus disturbed, occasionally launching sho.'T sorties beyond 
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MUSCICAPINAE 



tZ3 (tauscens (1454). 

statl^ ( 1456) 
rmwri’ (H59)- 


^7 albicollis (1455). 
criuof (1457). 
albo^ulcris (1458). 


the canopy. Also hunts near the tops and outside ofbushes, tumbling about 
them as it turns this way and that. Flight from one tree to another fairly 
direct and slightly dipping, with tail often fanned out. 

FOOD. Insects (gnats, flics, etc.). 

VOICE and calls. Normal note a harsh chuck or chuck-r. Song, a group 
of about five thin whistling quarter-notes on a descending scale, rather 
feeble and jerks*, rendered as /ri-riri-riri, very reminiscent of song of PfyU 
loscopus magrurojiris (S A) . 

BREEDtsc. Sfosoriy March to August; double-brooded. Akrt, neat, cup- 
shaped, rather like an inverted cone, of fine grass stems bound together 
by a thick c.xtcmal coating of cobwebs; usually without any special lining, 
and srith an untidy * tail * of strips of nest material dangl^g below. This 
feature usually distinguishes it from nest of R. curcola (1451). Built in the 
horizontal fork or clbmv of a tWTg, seldom more than 3 metres from the 
ground, usually under two. normally 3, varying from white to a dingy 
cream colour marked with grcy-brm%'n spots and specks almost invariably 
confined to a zone around the large end; vury similar to those of 7L eareota. 
A\*cragc size of 100 eggs (including those of subspecies elbiccllis and sUad^ 
17*3 X 13 mm (Baker). Building of nest and incubation by both sexes. 
Incubation period 12-13 days; >*oung leave nest on 13th to i5th day. 

Mcsevm DiACNOsa. Dificn from eShictlUs (1455) m being paler, more ashy on 
back, breast and belly. 
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nir ‘ ^ ^nd r«-tMs tipped vdA 

y ^ of body- 

Jcatljen and aa coverts except primary'. 
measurements 

Wmg: 6 77-61; 4 9 9 74-76 mm (Kook) 

coLOvns OP BARE PARTS. As in etbmUis (1455). 

1455. Eastern AVWtetliroatrf FantaU Flycatcher. Rhipidam Micollis 
albicollis (Vieillot) 

Ptatfthjmhus aUiccllU Vieillot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat. 27: 13 
(Bengalc) 

Balter, FBI No. 703 (part), Vol. 2: 279 
Plate 66, fig. 5 

f /.Wil-Mm (Leptha); Hfiatdlitn Csprcad- 

taJ ’), CM-i2ijra/, CAai-dd (Bengali). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length r. 17 cm (6^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1454, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, 
subject to vertical movements. Western Nepal (where it 
intergrad« with cantscens) east to Siktim, Daijeeling and 
the Jalpaiguri district, and south through the plains of 
East Pakistan and lower West Bengal (but in the west not 
south of Nepal terai). Breeds from tlie terai up to 1700 m, 
locally tp 2300 m, and in the plains of East Pakistan and 
West Bengal to the Sunderbans. 

^ ’ GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1454. 

BREEDING. As in 1454. 

Mi^tiu Diagnosis. Differs from aoiescens (1454) in being darker; from rfem/fp 
in being paler, less slaty; from wuiar in being mouse-grey on back (e. olive-brown). 
MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



75-84 

14-16 

19-20 

96-109 mm 

72-80 

14-16 

19-20 

93-102 mm 


o’!? 

99 

(SA, BB, Rand & Fieming) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARIS. Iris brown. Bill brownisb black. Legs, feet and claws 
homy brown. 


1456. NEFA Whitctliroated Fantall Flycatcher. RhxpiduTa albicollis- 
' stanl^i Baker 

RMpidiaa albicollis stanl^ Baker, 1916, Bull. BrlL Orn. a. 36: 81. New name for • 
R, albicollis ixmpi Baker f 1913 (Scpt.),Rec. Ind-Mus. 8: 275 (Abor Hills), preoccupied 
hy R. JlabelliJera kempt Mathews & iredale, 1913 (July) 

Baker, FBI No, 703 (part), Vol. 2: 279 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccorded. 

SEE. Bulbul — ; length 17 an (6^ in,), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1454, q.v. 
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MUSGICAPINAE 


“<1 BABrTAT. Common resident, subject to tcrtical 
or local "i^-omenfr. Bhutan and NEFA south through the plains and^ 
Mampur to the Chittagong region of East PaKj^ 

15Mm, m the As^ hilb south of Brahmaputra R, breeds up to 1500 tn. 
AffccB various ^ds of forest (humid evergreen,' deciduous, diy pine, etc) 
as well as secondary jungle and gardens. ^ f , /, 

Burma. Tl-e spedes loctends to Szechuan, Wetnam, Sumatra 

ana Domeo. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1454. 

BREEDING. As in 1454. 

Museum Duonosb. Diffen from clhinUu (1455) in being darker, more slaty. 
measurements and colours of bare parti. As in 1455. 

Weight 6 cT 9 9-13 g (SDR, SA). 


1457. Orissa Whitethroated Fantaa Flycatcher. Wdpidxrt dbicoUis 
orissae Ripl^ 

Rhtptdura elbUoUU rnssat Ripley, 1955, Proc. Biol. Soc. kVashinglon 68; 42 
(Toda, Booai, Orissa) 

Baker, FBI No. 703 (part), Vol, 2: 279 

mcAL names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 17 cm (6J in.). 

Field characters. As in 1454 but with a patch of buff in centre of 
belly. 

^ATus, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Southern Bthar, 
Orissa and eastern Madhya Pradesh. This population rs intermediate 
between albicollis and i>emqyi^ and intei^dcs with the latter. Affects forest, 
groves, gardens and shrubb^'. 

GENERAL HABITS* FOOD and VOICE. As in 1454. 

BREEDING. As in 1454. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from albicollis in being dark oli\*c*brown abow, ' 
well demarcated from the black crown, and by the buff patch in centre of belly; 
from reTTurfi in lacking the pectoral spotting and in ha\'mg a more reduced buff 
area on abdomen ; however, intermediates commonly occur. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARS PARTS. As in 1455. 


1458. Wlutespotted Fantail Flycatcher. Rhiptdura albicollis albogulasis 
* ^ (Lesson)* 

MtiscUepa {Mus^ha) alhogulans "Lesson, 1832, wBiIanger,Voy. Ind.-OricnL, Zook: 
264 (Ic continent dc I’lndc et les environs de Pondichiry = Salem district, Madras) 
LtucocxTca pectoTolis ^erdton, 1847, III. Ind. Om., text to plate 2 
(Nilgiris) 

Baker, FBI No. 705 (part), Voi. 2: 282 
Plate 66, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. MdclOxdfyd (‘mosquito-catcher*, Hindi); JidchUn (‘dancer. 


larathi); Dirdri pittS (Tclugu). 


Rand & Heming hm .hown (KiWuM, 2 :oo1ot 55: 539-W) th.t jlJWaii imd 
tris in terg rade in the nortbeaitera Pcninjub. Ihtir luggcsuon that they ihcnua tie 
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MONARCHINAE 


size, sparrow \wth a long tail; length r. 17 cm in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As ID. 1454 but entire belly buff; a slaty breast-band 
spotted ivith white. sooty brown wth the lateral feathers only diffudng 
to narrow ^vhit^sh tips (p.' broadly tipped wth pure white), 

R. aureola (1451) has a pure w'hitc belly and a large amount of white in 
its tail. 

STATUS, DisnaBxmoN and habitat. Common resident, unevenly dis- 
tributed, subject to restricted local movements. The Indian Peninsula 
(except for the ranges of vemayi and orissae) firora Mt Abu and the Vindhya 
Range south^vard to Kerala — coastal plain, central plateau. Western and 
Eastern Ghats and their associated hills up to c. 2000 m (Nilgiris). Affwts 
wcU-wooded areas — secondary' jungle, groves and gardens, even in cities. 
Prefers more broken country and more humid fades than R. aureola, although 
both spedes may often be foimd in the same area, 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1^54, 

VOICE and calls. Song of the same general pattern as those of Whitc- 
browed and Whitethroated Fantails (1451 and 1454) : a lively clear whistling 
of several tinkling notes rising and falling in scale, constantly warbled as 
the bird >yaJtzcs and pirouettes on low branches and brushwood. Abo has 
the normal harsh chuck or chuck-r caUs. 

BREEDING. Scoson, March to July occasionally extending into September; 
often two broods. Nest and eggs as in 1454. Average size of 50 eggs 16*2 X 
12*7 mm (Baker). Both sexes take part in all the domestic chores. Incuba- 
tion period 12-13 days. 

Museum Diacnosb. For distinction from verriaji see 1459. 


MEASUREMENTS 


99 


Wing 

BiU 

ffrom skull) 

Tarsus 

72-79 

14-15 

18-19 

69-74 

13-14 

17-19 


Tail 

86-98 mm 
86-94 mm 
(SA, HW) 


.Vdght6cr9 l(>-13g(SA). . 3 « u/ iR 

nLOURS OF BAM PARTS. Irfs dart brown. Bill blade; mouth pale Rob (mouth 
1 gape yellow in the nestling). Legs and feet slaty brown. 


1459. Dassdakarsuiya Wlutespotted FMtafl Flycatcher. RMpidata 
albtcollis vemayi (Wliistlcr) 

LcMcira pectmidis etmrd Whistler, 1931, Bull. Brit, Om. O. 52: 40 
(Jcypore Agency) 

Baker, FBI No. 705 (part), Vol. 2: 282 


AL NAMES. None recorded. 

i. Bulbul length c. 17 cm (6i in.). 

D CHARACTERS. As in 1458, q.v. . , . -ra. ..„rv.r 

TUS, DiSTRiBunoN and habitat. Common nmdent. 

■n GHats (Dandakaran)ra area) from southern Onssa to the Godavan 
Habitat as in 1458. 

lERAL HABITS, IDOD and VOICE. As m 1454 and 1458. 


BREEDING. As in 1458. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from Mepilmj (1458) by tbe broader pectoral band 
continued as a dark wash on the flanks. Pectoral spots reduced in size and number. 
Orirw (1457) lacks any spotting on breast and haa a still more reduced pale area 
on abdomen. 


measurements 

Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 

5 

6'6' 

72-81 

(from skull) 
14-15 

18-19 

93-104 mm 

3 

99 

70-74 

13-14 

18-19 

88-96 mm 





(HW) 


3Vclght7 o’? 11-13 g(SA). 

COLOURS Of BARE PARTS. As in 1458. 


SubfamUy Monarchinae: hfonarch Flycatchers 


Key to tbe Genera 

Tail longer than wing; head crated Terpapbrn 

Tail about equal to wing; head not crested Monariba 


Genus Terpsiphone Glogcr 

Terpsipbene Glogcr, 1827, m Froricp’i Notizen 16, col. 278. Type, by lubs^ucnt 
designation, Cerrus paradisi Linnaeus 

Tebilrta Lesson, 1830, Traitt d’Om.: 386. Type, by subsequent designation, 
CoTCUs paredisi Linnaeus 

BUI very Ia.*ge, depressed nnd swollen at bare. Rictal bristles long, coarse 
numerous. Tarsus short but fairly stout. Central pair of reetriccs greatly elongated 
in male. Young not spotted. 

Terpsiphone paradisi linnacus 


Key to the Snbspecle* 


A Male not assuming while plumage, p . . . . 
B Male assuming white plumage 

1 Rufous male with greyish throat 

2 Rufous male with tnctallic black throat 

a Back with a strong olive wash 

b Back dnnamon 

1 Paler,.. 

u Darker...- 


• 7*. p, e^torunsis 
,T. p. sobfratier 
, T. p. ideobenca 
T, p, levugesifT 

. . 7*. p. paredisi 


Page 
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222 

216 
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1460. We*t Himalayan Paradise Flycatcher. Terpdphsrj pareSsi 
leucogaster (Swainson) 


AtvreipeUi UveegesUr Swnlnson, 1838, Nat. Library, nyraicbo. 21 : 205 
(Simla,/* Kinnear, 1929, Ibis: 131) 

Baker, FBI No. 690, Vol. 2: 268 

locAL NAMES. fMmMrtr = ‘cotton flake' ((?). fMafl < S ). (Lo-sb) 
pouhmir]: rnUaf (Urdu); Peninsular names as in H6I. 
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MONARCHINAE 


SIZE. Bulbul male \vith very long tail-streamers. Length c. 20 era 
(8 in.); wth streamers up to c. 50 cm (20 in.). 
field characters. As in 1461, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common summer (breeding) visitor. 
Northern Baluchistan, N.W.F.P. north to Chitral, cast through the Salt 
Range, Kashmir, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Nepal. 
Breeds in the northern plains (sparingly south to Delhi, Lucknow and 


rerpsipftone porodiri 



c^lonritis (1462). HI saturatior (1463). 


t I nicobarica (1464). 

Ghazipur), and in the hills up to c. 1800 m (abimdantly in Kashmir), 
occasion^y up to 2100 or even 2400 m. A June record at 3100 m in Lahul 
(H\V). Affects open forest, ^voodcd nullahs, bushes, gardens and groves, 
especially in the ndghbourhood of lake and streams, 'e.g. Kashmir Valley. 

Extralimital. Turkestan and Afghanistan. 

MIGRATION. Arrives on its summer grounds usually singly in late March 
(mostly April in tlie luUs); departs in September-October. Appears to 
prefer night migration. Winters over most of the Peninsula, from the 
Gangetic plain and from Io\v'cr Sind, Kutch and Kathiawar south to Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu; also the plains of East Pakistan (Rashid). Movements 
difficult to elucidate because of the presence of the very similar peninsular 
race. May not be present in the same area every winter espedally in the 
more northern parts. Recorded in Gilgit as a migrant (April, May and 
August). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1461. 


BREEDDCo. SiosoTi, April to August. AVit and tggs as in 1461. Average 
size of 50 eggs 20*1 X 14*9 mm (Baker) and of 10 eggs 20*8 X 15*4inm 
(Osmaston). Favourite ncst-sitcc in Kashmir are w•illo^v and mulbcrr}' groves 
around lakes and inundations, orchards, and chenar (Pltilaitus) trees near 
habitations. 

Mcseum Diacsosb. White males with streamers not disdngxiishatle from 
nominate peradisi but UiMgojieT tends to have a narnnver bill. 

• .Rufous males with streamers paler abo\'e than nominate paraffii (1461); in about 
80 per cent of individuals white of lower parts extends right up to black throat 
contrasting and clear cut, without any intermediate grey area on breast; wings 
largely but irregularly \-ariegated with white on primaries and secondaries. 

Females and immature males also paler on tippcrparts; dark portions of 
vanes of primaries and secondaries usually far more exteosive; tertials usually have 
a dark shafr-streak. 


MEASUREUEKTS 



■ 

'Ving 

BUI 

(from sicull) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

Streamen 
(from base 
oftril) 

White 

(?(? 

sa-ioi 

23-26 

"" 16-18 

104-125 

316-412 mm 

Rufous 

o’ o’ 

93-100 

24-26 

16-18 

82-116 

267-332 mm 


99 

82-92 

22-25 

15-18 

88-106 

— 


(HW) 

Weights o'c' (Apr.-May, in summer quarters) 18-22; 299 (ffirto) !8,20g — SA 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown; eye-rim blue of •/arious shades. Bill 
dark bluish; mouth oright greenish yellow. Legs and feet bluish grc}’; daws dmky. 


1461. 


Peninsular Indian Paradise Flycatcher. Terpsipfume paredin 
peradisi (lixmaeus) 


Coma /oreitit linnacds, 1758, S>-st. Nat., cd. 10, 1: 107 
(in India = Chandemagor, sec Stresemann, 1952, Ibis 94; 517) 
Baker, FBI No. 688 (part), Vol. 2: 264 
Plate 66, fig. 2 


LOCAL NAMES. Rufo'us pluxoagc: Shah bulbul^ Husoini biSbuL %Vhite plumage: 
Sulinn bulbul (Hindi); HudkrSjj TanEono (‘ sw'ordsman*) [Gujarati]; Toka 

{* long-tailed bird *, Tdugu) ; TKcl /ai^x (=* tail crest shaker*), Volkiaiai 
(Tamil, Mala>*alam). 


SIZE. Bulbul male with very long tail-streamers. Length c. 20 cm 
(8 in.); with streamers up to c. 50 cm (20 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Old male (4 years or more): entire head and 
throat black with a conspicuous crest (at dose range a 
metallic blue-black). Bill and a narrow cyc-rim blue. Wings 
blad; and white. Rest of plumage silvery white, the tail- 
feathers vrith black outer webs and black shafr-strraks. 

The black head with upstanding crest, glistening white 
plumage and extremely elongated central pair of rcctrias 
(‘ ribbons *) render the bird unmistakable. 

Young male (up to 3 years): as in adult but back, tail 
and streamers rufous (these however are not fully assumed 
until second autumn moult). First-year birds have ashy 
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breast. Intermediate individuals with more or less ^vlute in plumage, or 
white with rusty traces, frequently seen. 

Female and first-winter male: crmvn bluish black \>ith a shorter 
crest than adult male. Rest of upperparts rufous. Throat, sides of head and 
nuchal collar ashy. Belly w'hitc. No streamers. General effect of a bulbul. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoN an d HABITAT. Common but uncvcnly distributed. 
The Indian Peiunsula from Kathiawar (Gir forest), western Rajasthan, 
Madhya. Pradesh (Nccmuch, Jhansi) south to the hills of Kerala and the 
Chittcri range, and cast through louver West Bengal and Uie lowlands of 
East Pakistan. There arc only spring records in Bihar and Orissa but presum- 
ably also breeds there. Rare and very sporadic in the Deccan. Southern 
populations resident, subject to local movements; northern populations mwtly 
migrator>' but probably replaced in part by wintering Himala>’an birds. 
Breeds mostly in broken foothills country and peninsular hills, up to the 
highest summits. Affects wcU-w-atcred and shady forest, bamboo-clad 
nullahs, plantations and village groves, spreading in winter to gardens and 
scrub. 

MIGRATION and winter movements little understood. It is known to \\intcr 
in Ceylon from October to May. Large numbers pass through Ft Calimcrc 
(Tamil Nadu) t.t roxtU in October. Two individuals have been recorded on 
a ship 25 km off the coast of Malabar and the species has been sighted m 
the Maldives. Northern birds arc probably more migratory, and southern 
birds prone to erratic wntcr movements. These populations, however, arc 
greatly increased by wintering Himala^’an birds. 

general HABITS. Usually seen in pairs, by tbemsclves or ^vith the 
roving mixed hunting parties. Frequents shady trees, keeping mostly to the 
higher branches perched upright or flitting gracefully from bough to bough 
or tree to tree. Makes short aerial sallies after insects, looping back after 
capture to the same tree or filing on to another. Occasionally also 
descend- dose to the ground to flutter and dislodge insects from the low 
herbage. Flight swift and undulating, the long streamers of the male floating 
gracrfuUy behind. In the nimble aerial contortions after mscct prey these 
looping fluttering ‘ ribbons * present a spectacle of exquisite charm, ^^’hcn 
pQched the male often flirts his tailj opening and shutting the feathers in a 
scissors-like movement, making play with the long ribbons. Bathes regularly 
by splashing at the surface of a pool or stream from a bush on the b ank, 
spinning round abruptly on touching tlic waiter, raising a spray, Acn regain- 
perch to shuffle the plumage and precru This repeated quickly 3 or 4 
timey. 

During the breeding season, male rings and courts with wings 
tail raised and streamers arching gracefully. May also be^ sem 
in flight, * fluttering his wing pugnaciously * (Dhannakumarsinhji). 
Nuptial flight is thus described by Baker: the male launches himself s'c^' 
slowly from some high tsrig, rises and drops e\'cr>' fcNv ^Tirds with slosviy 
beating wings, his long tail imdulatlng with each rise and fall as he flics 
ruuud in small circles before alighting on the perch he just left. 

loon. Chiefly winged insects. Recorded items include flics and gnat*, 
^^^gOnflics, jasrid hoppers, smal l bugs and beetles. Commonly butterflies 
2^d moths; occarionally spiders. 
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voice and calu. Ordinary* call-note, a nasal grating chi o'r chichtil 
(SA) or queenk (Nichols), not unlike the pcnch ofz snipe, uttered by both 
sexes. Alarm, a harsh Ut and some harsh mobbing not(.s rendered as iveep 
poor tvillie tccep — poor ivxllie (B. T. Phillips). Song, a low and pleasant warble 
of six to eight bulbul-Iikc notes descending the scale, then running up at 
the end, rendered as pecty-to-wfdl . . . repeated three or four times in quick 
succession (Dharmakumarsinhji, Magralh). 

BREEDING. Seoson, March to August, chiefly May and June. Kest, a neat, 
deep, inverted cone of grasses, fine roots, bast fibre and a few leaves com- 
pactly bound together with cobweb and so thickly plastered on the outside 
with the last mixed with spiders* egg-bags etc. as to appear quite white; 
lined with rootlets and silky vegetable dowm. Placed in horizontal, occa- 
sionally upright, forks of trees cr saplings from one to fifteen metres above 
the ground, often in a bare fork of a down-sloping branch. Has a predilection 
for the ridmty of streams, and frequently builds in partly submerged bushes 
or on branches over.hanging water, ffggr, generally 4, often 3, especially in 
the south, pink to nearly white, marked with reddbh brown specks and small 
spots, usually forming a well-defined ring around -he large end, usually 
with secondary* marks of lavender. Average size of 100 eggs 20*2 X 15* 1 mm 
(Baker). Building, incubation and care of youn b^- both sexes; even the 
conspicuous >vhilc male may be seen sitting on 1 • nest though most of 
incubation as well as construction b done by fem a. Period of incubation 
15-16 days; young leave the nest about 12 ^ys after liatching. No second 
brood if first b successful. Male often breeds in rufous plumage and even 
before acquiring the streamers. He b very intolerant of inuaidcrs and often 
gives away the position of a nest by his cxdtcd caUs as he dashes at all comers 
in hb characteristic, wobbly flight. 

Musfcsi Diagnosis. ■\\'hitc-pluxfiaged and rufous-plumaged males about equal 
in numbers. For deialb of plumages see Balter, loc. dL Young, not spotted but 
showing obsolete pale centres and dark fringes on breast-feathers. For distinction 
from Irjcoiaster and saUrretior see Key to the Subspedes; also 1460 and 1463 
rcspccli\'ely. 

MEASl-REMENTS 




\Ving 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

Streamers 




(from flcull) 



(from base 







cf tail) 

\\*hitc 

cTri* 

90-99 

23-27 

16-18 

94-146 

290-412 mm 

Rufous 

0*0* 

92-99 

22-26 

16-18 

100-118 

299-405 mm 


99 

85-92 

22-24 

16-17 

86-110 

— mm 


(mv) 

tNeiyht 5 <5^^ 20-22; 5 9 9 16-22; 50 0^9 (October, on passage) 16-21 
(av. 13-3) g — S.\. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irb brown; bare fleshy eye-rim slaty blue. BtU \Tr7 
dark grcy>h blue, blackish at lip. Gape slaty blue; mouth sulphur-yeDow or bright 
yellow. l.egs and feet greyish blue; claws browTj, 
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1462. Ceylon FaiaaUe Flycatcher. Tcrpsiphom paradisi cnlanemis 
(Zaruday & Harms) 

TchitrexpanuSsi Cf^lmmtirZaruday & HarmJ, 1912 , 

Om. Monatsb. 20: 60 (Ceylon) 

Baier. FBI No. 688 feirt), VoU 2; 264 

toCAL lUUES. White-plumased; Jbdi-hra cotton thief'), Imtaa-horS, Kaidt. 
hma. Rufous-plumaged: GhdtprS. (‘fire thief’) [Sinhalalj Phamna-kSrSm, VM. 
vSt-kurSvt (Tamxi), 

±: “al® wth very lon^ tail^treamera. Length c. 20 cm 
(8 in.); with streamers -up to c, 35 cm (16 in.). 

FiEtD cHAEAcrEBS. As_ in 1461. Males of the Ceylon subspecies 
never assume white plumage. Breast of Cfcylon males paler ashy than in 
immature Indian males. The white males seen, in Ceylon are ivintering 
birds from India. 

STATUS, DBTBIBUTIOU and HABrrAT. Plentiful resident, subject to local 
movements. Ceylon in the low-country Dry zone and lower hills up to 
c. 900 m. In the northeast monsoon may be seen anywhere in the well- 
wood^ areas of the lowlands including the Wet zone, and in the hills 
, occasion^y up to 1500 m, A famihar bird of the country roadsides^ gardens^ 
surroundings of irrigation reservoirs, rivers and svatercourscs. 

OENEEAi. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1461. 

BBEEDiNO. Sterm, April to July, chiefly May. Niit, as in 1461. 
normally 3, sometimes 2, exceptionally 5; colour as in 1461. Average siac 
of 10 eggs 20-2 X 15-3 mm (Balter). Nesting behaviour as in 1461. 

Museum Diaonosb. Diffen from the Indian subspecies only by the fact that 
males never assume a white plumage, and by slightly paler breast. 

UEAsuaEuEms 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

Streamer* 


(from skull) 



(from base 

92-96 




of tail) 

25-26 

16-17 

97-115 

245—313 mm 

92 

25 

16 

116 

— mm 


(HW) 

COEOUKS or BAKE PARtS. As in 1461. 

> 

1463. East H im ala yan Paradise Flycatcher. Terpsiphone paradin 
sataratior (flalomonsen) 

Tchitrta apbds satsraiior Saloraonscn, 1933, Ibis: 732 
(Buxa Duals, Bhutan) 

Baker, FBI No. 689, Vol. 2: 267 


LOCAt. NAME. Dao-nych-ga/Au (Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul ±j male with very long tall.streamers. Length c. 20 cm 
(8 in.) ; with streamers up to 50 cm (20 in.). 

FiEU) CHARACTERS. As in 1461 but crest more rounded. Chesmut males 
and females have greyish throat and breast. White males have feathers of 
upperparfs with fine black shaft-streaks. 
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MONARCHINAE 


. or resioctit subject 

to Ir^ movements, locally common. Sikldm, Darieeliitg and Jaloaimiri 
distncts, emt through Bhutan and NEFA, south through Nagaland Mifi- 
pur, toe h^ of Assam and East Pakistan to the Chittagong region. Most 
plentiful along the base of the Himalayan foothills, scarce in the plnins of 
the Brahmaputra and in Nagaland and Manipur. Breeds op to e. 800 in 
oc^ionally KSOQ m. Affects toin forest, secondary growth, gardens, bamboo 
and scrub jungle, 

Sxiralimlal. Northern Burma. The species in many geographical raca 
extends from Turkestan and Afghanistan, east to the Indochinese eountrics 
north to Mongolia and Manchuria, and south to the Lesser Sunda 
WoRATiON. , Unclear. Himalayan population appean to lease the area 
almost entirely in ssfinter, returning in March-April. Birds of this subspedes 
arc known to winter in Burma from toe southern Shan States to Tcaasserim, 
but some may also come from Yunnan. Also winters in the lowlands of 
East Pakistan, 


GENERAL HA^rrs^ FOOD aud VOICE. As in. 1461. 
BRtEniwo. As in 1461. 


Museum Eixc^iosts. \Vhite'plumagcd nules predummate { 8(^-66 per cent). 
Rufoxu males and females have a distinct olive wash on upperparts, giving the back 
a brownish appearance. Rump, and edges ofrcau'gcs and rcctritts bright cinnamon. 
Abdomen yellowish; under tail-covcrts pale chestnut. Males have a greyish throat 
and breast, and lack the sharply defined metallic black of other Indian subspedes. 

Wing Streamer* (1^'tc birds) 

' 89-96 224-390 mm 

9 9 87-92 ' — mm 

(Salomonscn) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. A* Ul 1461, 


1454. Nicobar Paradise Flycatcher. Terpsipkotu paradisi mccbarica Oates 

Terpsiphone nuoharica Oates, 1890, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 2 : 48 (Nicobars) 
Baker, FBI Ko. 691, Vol. 2: 269 

JL.OCAI. NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul i; nialc %vith vety long tail^streamen. Length f. 20 an 
(8 in.) ; with streamen up to e. 50 cm (20 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 1461, q.v, 

STATUS, DisTRJBimOH and HAJiTAT. CommoQ wsident {and winter 
visitor ?) in the Nicobar Islands. Rare in the South Andaman Islands and 
perhaps only a winter visitor (Abdulali, JBNHS 64; 183-4.and footnote), 

OSNERAL HABITS, FOOD and voreff. Asml46K 

BREEDING. Unrecorded. 

Museum UucNOsn. Adult male* have a glossy bluish black throat (e. greyish 
in sataratior)^ abdomen darker, buff-coloured; under taa-covcrti a darker chtslnut. 
Upperparts also darker, the back more olive, the rump brown rather than cinnamon, 
Sttcnnallcr. AbdidaH (loc. cit. p. 184) Suggests that the resident Nicobar population 
may not assume a white plumage and that white bird* may be winter visitor*. 
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aiEASUHEUENTS 




Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

Streamers 




(from skull) 



(from base 







of tail) 

'White 

t?t? 

88-96 

20-24 

14-16 

92-108 

140-358 mm 

Rufous 

tJ'cJ' 

88-94 

20-25 

— 

92-102 

165-253 mm 


(HW) 

Black-chinned d'd' (tail) 93-106 mm 
Grcy-cliinncd cT 9 (t^*0 82-88 imn 

\AbdulaU) 

COLOURS OF BARE RARia. Unrecorded. 
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duller on tlic >vings, wth a velvety black patch on nape 
and thin black crescent across throat. Belly whitish. 

Female. Aboref crowTi blue, rest of upperparts brown; 
below, ashy blue fading to whitish on belly. No black nape- 
patch or necklet. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION ftud HABITAT. Widespread r«idcnt, 
subject to erratic local and -vrinter movements. India south 
X f. 1 and cast of a line running from the Gulf of Kulch to 
Gorakhpur (eastern U.P.), south to Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu (including the Palnis-^ JBNHS 55: 159); cast through East Pakistan, 
Assam, Nagaland?, and Manipur, and north along the Himala)*an 
foothills west to Dchra Dun (Osmaston, 1935) and cast through Nepal, 



Genus Monarcha Vigors & Horsficld 

Mmaxcha Vigors & Hors&cld, 1827, Trans, Linn, Soc. London 15: 254. T^pe, 
1^ monotypy, Muscipela carinata Swainson =» Musexeapa melanopsis Vigors 
Bole, 1826, Isis, col. 973. Type, by monotypy, 

Museieapa caerulea Gmclin =* M. azurea Boddaert 
Bill as in Terpsiphone but smaller, densely covered 'vith plumules at base. Rictal 
bristles numerous and long. Sexes dissimilar. Young not spotted. 


Monarcha azurea (Boddaert) 
Key to the Subspedes 


A 

B 


No throal-bar 

A black bar across throat 

1 Abdomen white 

2 Abdomen blue. 

3 Abdomen white, tinged with blue / 

a Larger; wing averaging more than 70 mm, 
b Smaller; wing averaging less than 70 mm. 



Page 

,A/a a. c^'lantnsis 

226 

. . . .M. a. styani 

223 


22C 

..M, a, idioehroa 

227 

. .A/, o. ttuoberica 

227 


Indiain Blacknapcd Monarch Flycatcher. Monarcha czMrea slyani 
(Hartlaub) 

Sipkia slyani Hartlaub, 1898, Abb. Nat. Vet. Bremen 16: 248 
(Harhow, Hainan) 

Wotoiir var« rrkn Baler, 1920, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 41 : 8. New name for 
Mutiuefa camlmtphalc Syltes. 1832, arc M. cerrvlrwephda Scopoll, 1788 
Hjpeihnds emrra rmUtr Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. IVashington 52: 68 
(Londa, Bombay Prcjidcncy) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 692 and 693, Vol. 2; 270, pi 
Plate 66, fig. 1 

CAE «Mws. KstS UmiS, KSli mSihakSAitia (Bengali): Tapidipidn (Tamn): 
etli (Malayalam). 

CE. Sparrow; length c. 16 cm (6 in.). n,. 

FTP cHAitACTERS. hf a 1 c . A partially fan-tailed azure-blue flycatcher. 



ikim and Bhutan to NEFA indudmg Sad.ya 
Is Ecncrally up to e. 900 m, less often 1200 m (Assam), '300 1^ 

1500 ra (Kenda, Maharashtra). More swdopread m ^ 

aggled to Lucknow, Kutcb and Karaclu. Affects ^ 

ir^cen or mixed dedduous forest, secondary jungle, cultovt.on, re 
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cardamom and teak plantations, etc.; partial to bamboo fades. In drier 
areas prefers heavy foliage, usually along streams. 

Extrelimtal. Ranges east through southern China and the Indochinese- 
countries to Hainan. The spdnes extends to the Philippines and Indonesia. 

oiNERAi. HABm. Keeps singly or in pairs, often in company with 
Mudups ticktUiae, Rfdpidura albicoUis, Hempus picaius, etc. As a rule, keeps 
to taller trees than other flycatchers but also fiequents imdergrowth. A very 
active spedes, always on the move, pivoting on its perch from side to side^ 
prancing and flitting about, wings drooping and tml partly fanned out and 
cocked, after the manner of Rfd^ura though to a less degree. Makes agile 
looping sallies after winged insects, sometimes flutters in front of a sprig to 
disturb those hiding vdtlun and occasionally descends- to the ground to 
pick up one. Under exdtement, the black nape-tuft is erected to a point. 

roOD. Winged insects, induding butterflies, moths, dcadas, small 
beetles and bugs. If prey too big to swallow, held under foot and tom piece- 
meaL 

VOICE and caeis. On the whole a silent bird but commonly utters a 
distinctive high-pitched rasping, -interrogative sweich-wkich? {swttck-wMeh- 
tcUch? svhen alarmed) or chi-clave? much like that of the Paradise Fly- 
catcher; reminiscent also of Aethvpyga siparaja or Paras major (SA). No song 
as such. 

BBEEDiNO. Scasort, March to August. Jfcst, a neat, conical cup of Rhipidtira 
pattern though a little more massive; sometimes also with an untidy ‘ tail ’ 
of loose material dangling below. Made of grass stems and shreds of bark, 
lined with finer grass, coated with green moss when available, and so thickly 
plastered on the outside with cobweb and spiders’ egg-cases as to appear 
quite white; firmly bound into position with cobwebs in a slender fork or 
tlbosv of outer branches of trees ; also built in saplings, coffee bushes, bamboo 
clumps, etc., sometimes in fully exposed situations. Usually placed betsveen 
three and five metres above ground; recorded as low as 60 cm and as high 
as nine metres. Eggs, normally 3 in southern India and Assam, often 4 in the 
north; very similar to those of Terpsiphone (1461) though smaller, and with 
the same range of colour variations. Average size of 110 eggs 17-4 X 
IS'Smm (Baker). Female does most of the nest-building though male 
accompanies her dosdy. Incubadon and care of young by both sexes; 
incubation period e. 12 days. 

Musaini Diagkosis. See Key to the Subspecies. For chick (in down) see 
Biswas, JBNHS 59: 807. 

KiAsuaamrn 



Wing 

' BiU 
(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d'd’ 

64-75 

14-17 

16-18 

65-76 TUTU 

99 

66-76 

14-17 

16-18 

6S-74 mm 


(Wing mostly over 70 mm) 

(HVV, SA, BB) 

Weight 16 (f cf 10-14; 16 9 9 9-13 g (SA). 

ooiOTss or BAM PARTS. Iris brown; bare eye-rim blue. Bill: adult o’ dark 
greyish blue, black at dp; 9 homy brown; mouth (both sexes) greenish or sulphur- 
ydlow. Legs and feet: ^ slaty blue; 9 greyish brown; claws dark brown. 
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1466. Ceylon Blackisaped Monardi Flycatcher. Monercha agseria 
c^lormsis (Sharpe) 

Hypothpids ceyteaensis Sharpe, 1879, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 4: 277 
(Cotta, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 694, Vol. 2 : 272 

LOCAL HAUES. PAI-kuruUd, MSrdwc! (Sinhala). 

SEE. sparrow; length r. 16 cm (6 in.). 

FELD CHARACTERS. As in 1465 but black collar absent and nuchal spot 
indistinct. 

STATUS, DisiRiBUTioN and HABITAT. Resident, moderat^y ptendiuli 
Ceylon in the lowlands and lower hills to c. 900 m, occasionally to 1600 m 
in the drier Uva hills. Affects evergreen forests, wcU-wooded rasnnes, etc. 

GENERAL HABIIS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 14^. 

BREEDiNO. Season, March to May in the hills ; also recorded in September 
in the low-country Wet zone. as in 1465. Eggs, 2 or 3, similar to those 
of Terpsiphsme (1461) but smaller. Average size of 13 eggs 17-2 X 13-2 mm 
(Baker). When sitting on nest, if uneasy or slightly alarmed, has a curious 
habit of bending back the head and pointing the bill straight up; this habit 
also noted in the Paradise Flycatcher (Phillips). 

Museusi Dtachosb. Differs from the Indian race (1465) in lacking the black 
crescent on throat (sometimes present but obsolete). Nuchal patch reduced; general 
coloration a little darker, more purplish. 

Female differs in having the head, neck and breast a brighter and purer blue; 
brown of upperparts more leaden brown and more washed with blue. Postnuptial 
moult about Augmt-September. 

StEASURZSlENrS 




Wmg 

BBl 

Tarsus 

Tail 




(from skull) 



9 

(?(? 

70-74 

14-16 

15-16 

67-73 mm 

7 

99 

67-71 

14-15 

15-16 

65-70 mm 


, (HIV) 

Weight! 9 12 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BAM PARTS. Iris black.- Bill: ^ light plumbeous blue, inner 
surface chartreuse green; 9 dull plumbeous. Legs and feet h'ght plumbeous; soles 
yellow. 


1467. Andaman Blacknapcd Monarch Flycatcher. Monareha eaarca 
tytlers (Beavam) 

Myiagro tyileri Beavan, 1867, Ibis: 324 (Port Blair, Andamans) 

Baker, FBI No. 695, Voh 2: 273 

LOCAL NASOS. Ncnc recorded. 

SEE. SpaiTosv; length c, i6 cm (S in.). 

FELD CHARACTERS. As in 1465 but hluc On underparts extending to Vent 
STATUS, DBTREunoN and HABITAT. Common resident, Andaman 
Islands induding Great and little Coco Islands. Affects wooded areas. 
OENERAL HADns, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1465. 
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SRiKirao. Season, April to June. Xest and eggs, as in 1465. Clutch size 
“tally 3, sometimes 2. Average size of 54 eggs 18-3 X 16-9 mm (Baker). 

Mostuu Diagnosis. Like the Indian stycni (1465) but underparts bluer and 
“traiing to venL Arillaries blue. 

UKAiimncurnt 

Wing Tail 

3 d'e? 71-75 70-73 mm 

2 9 9 71-73 60-72 mm 

(Abdulali) 

COIOOTS OP BAM PARTS. Unrecorded, 
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Musextu Piackosq. Male, like the Andaman tjtUri (1467) but slightly smaller, 
axiHan'es whit^ and more while on belly. 

Female diffen from xdiochjoa of Car Kicobar in being slightly smaller, brov^er 
and less grey abo'c; blue of bead darker, dear*cut from back and not grading into it. 

MEASUaEUENTS 

Wing Tan 

15 63-73 56-78 mm 

9 9 9,. 65-70 57-67 mm 

(Abdulali) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As m 1468. 


1468. Car Nicobar Blacknapcd Monarch Flycatcher. Monareha atyaea 
i£oclma (Oberholser) 

Eypaihyods aesrea iSexhna Oberholser, 1911, Proc. U.S. NaL Mus. 

, 39: 604 (Car Nicobar) 

Baker, FBI No. 697, Vol. 2: 274 
“CAL ham. too (Car Nicobar). 

ttZE. Sparrow; length tr. 16 cm (6 in.). 

•taD CHARACTERS. As in 1465, q.v. 

aATus, DBiREunoN and habitat. Restricted to Car Nicobar. 
oeneru. habits, food and voice. As in 1465. 
sreeddjo. As in 1467. 

Mcsrtnt I^onosil As in the Andaman ^Oeri but belly white. Differs from 
(1465) in having the axillariea light blue (p. white). 

“ASUXUEKEffTs 


coujum of 
feet dun hhe. 


Wing TaU 

1 <? 76 72 

3 9 9 72-77 68-70 mm 

(Abdulali) 

*are parts. Iris V>tarV^<>i brown. Bill blue, tip blackish- I-cgs and 


^9. Nicobar Blacknapcd Monar^ Flycatcher. Monartha azyxea 
mcobarica (Bianchi) 

florra Buoherica Bianchi, 1907, Ann. Mus. ZooL St. Petersburg 
ff. ^ 12: 76 (Nicoban « Nancowry) 

ypffifrfvis otBTM eejaesra Oberholser, 1911, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 39: 610 
(Nankauri I., Nicobar Is.) 

Baker, FBI No, 696, Vol. 2 : 273 ■ 

^"Asaa. None recorded. 

^ Sparrow; length c. 16 cm (6 in.). 

I^charactera. As in 1465, q.v. 

and HABITAT. Conunon reddent. Nicobar Islands 

HAsns, rooD and voice. As in 1465 and other races. 

As in 1467. 


Subfamily Pachycephalihae : Thickheads or 
Sbrikcbilled Flycatchers 

C5cnus PachycephaIpA Vigors 

Ped^Pkala Vigors, 1825, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 14: 444. 

Type, by original designation, Museieapa ptcUralis Latham 
Musdtrea Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 121. 

Type, by monotypy, Museitrea dtierea Blyth 
Bill strong, laterally compressed, notched at tip. Three strong rictal bristles, 
numerous smaller ones ov’crhanging nostril. Wing long. Young not spotted. 


1470. Grey THdkhead or Mangrove WMstler. Pcekfupkda grisolc 
(Blyth) 

Ttphrodontis grisoUi Bl>'th, 1843, Jcnir. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 180. Female described , 
under ’Ttphrodarms npcniliasus Swmnson, v. Lomus Kerxndo Hardwickc & Gray 
(TOffl. mid.), 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 799 (Neighbourhood of Calcutta). 
CL Mukberiee A. K-, 1970, Jour. naU Hist Soc. 67: 112 

M.{usdtrca) evurea Blyth, 1847, Jour. Ariat. Soc. Bengal 16: 122 
(Island of Ramree, Arracan) 

Baker, FBI No, 837. VoL 2: 484 
PUte ai, fig. 1 
LOCAE HAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 
snx. Sparrow -f*; length r. 17 cm (6J in-). 

TOLb CHARACTERS. General aspect very like woodshrike {Tephrodonds 
pcnditmsTUis) but laddng whitish supereiKuns and white in the tail-feathers. 



X r. 1 


AhoTc, olive-brown, more ashy on crown. Underpartt white with a darker, 
very pale grey-brown pectoral band. Sexes alike. 
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FTATOs, DETRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident The Siindarbans of \Vcst 
Bengal and East Pakistan cas^N-ard fixim the Calcutta neighbourhood and 
down the Chittagong coast Andaman Islands. Confined to a narrow Zone 
feiging the shores. Affects mangroves and other jgmall trees. 

Extr^rmicl. Extends along the eastern coast and islands of the Bay of 
Bengal, cast to Vietnam and south through the Malay Pcnmsula. Other 
subspecies in Indonesia and the Philippines. 

oENBRALi HABITS. A quict and unobtrusive bird usually seen alone or 
in pairs. Catches insects on the wing as well as on the branches and trunks 
of trees. May be seen among the roots of mangroves and higher up in tt'ces. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and caixs. Song, a loud and clesur whistle, repeated three or four 
times in a rising scale, or prolonged and drawn out, followed suddenly by 
a higher or lower note, some^vhat reminiscent of the call of Aegithxna tipMa 
(Osmaston). 

BRBEomo. Seasoriy April to July. A'er/, a thin, flimsy, cup-shaped structure 
attached by means of cobwebs to the twigs supporting it. Placed in small 
trees between one and four metres above the ground. Eggr, 2, creamy 
buffer pale cafl-<m~Unt marked with small spots ranging finm sepia to blackish 
bro\vn, and secondary spots of lavender, fornung a zone aroimd the large 
end, sparse elsewhere. Average size of 26 ^gs 21 •? X 15‘7 mm (Baker). 

MusEim Diagnosis. For detaib of plumages sec Baker, loc. cit. Nestling. 
and wngs warm reddish brown; breast pure white, spotless (Osmaston, JBNHS 
17: 159). 

JUEASUaEUENTS 

^Vmg Tarsus Tail 

81-^9 c. 23 55-61 mm 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull c. 18 mm 

-Weight 1 0*75 oz. (21 g); 3 9 9 0*75-f oz. {2I-fg) — Hume. 

COLOURS OP BARB PARTS. Iris dark reddish brown. Bill blac kish brown. Legs 
and feet slate or greyish brown. 
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Order Passeriformes (cont.) 

Family Muscicapidae (com.) 

Subfamily Sylviinae: Warblers 

For description and morphological details see Baler, E. C. S., 1924, FBI 2 : 382-5 
(Family SylWidae); Van Tyne, J. Ec Berger, A. J., 1959: 525; Voous, K- H., 1964, 
article ' Warbler * in Thomson, A. L. (ed.), A Ktw Dxclxorjoy of Birds^ Londoq & 
New York. 

Genus Tesia Hodgson 

JVria Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 6: 101. T>'pe, by subsequent 
designation. Gray, 1840, list Gen. Bds.: 27, 7*. cjamztntns = 7*. ^embxnier Hodgson 

Oligura Hodgson, 1844, m Gray, Zool. hlisc.: 82. T>'pe, by subsequent designation, 
Zimmer & Vaurie, 1954, Bull. Brit. Om. CL 74: 41, Tesia favizenler Hodgson 

ChoToUrla [rif] Dcbcour, 1942, Ibis: 515 = Cklorotesia^ 1943, Ibis 85: 125. T>-pc, 
by monotypy, Sjlvia? easicsteoeoronala Burton 

Bill equal to or a little longer than half the length of head, broad at base com- 
pressed at tip. Rictal bristles short. Tarsus very long. Wing vcr>’ short and rounded. 
Tail extremely short. 

Key to the Species 

Page 

A Voderparts yeilow T. casiantocorctusla 4 

B Underparts not ydlow 

1 Underparts slate-«)lour; crown yellowish green, differcnl from back 

T.olirta 3 

2 Underparts ashy grey; crown oUve, concoloroiis with back 

’ T. cyamventer 1 

1471. Y^owbrovred Ground Warbler. Tesia ^amtenler Hodgson 

TeAa ^amzader Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 6: 101 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 475 (part), Vol. 1 : 463 
Plate 87, fig. 15 

LOCAL KAUES. Tisi (Nepal) ; Samtit-tammong (Lcpcha) ; TingAusm -hermn-ga 
(Kacha Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrov/ — ; length c. 9 cm (SJ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A tiny, taUlcss, dark coloured, ^v^cn-likc terrestrial 
bird. Above t olive-green; a long yeIIo\mh green supcrcilium. 
A noticeable black, post-ocular stripe between the yellowish 
supcrdlium and the grey sides of head. BthWj ashy grey. Sexes 
alike. 

The very similar T. olivea has dark slate- coloured tmder- 
parts, much less prominent post-ocular stripe, and orange-red 
or deep orange base of lower mandible (e. ye^lo^v or orange in 
X f, 1 this species). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION aud HABITAT. Fairly common resident 
tubject to seasonal vertical movements ; from Garh\val ( ?) and >vcstcm Nepal 


cast through Daijecling, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, thence 
south through Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya and Bangladesh to ihc 
Chittagong Hill Tracts. Breeds between 1500 and 2550 m, mostly above 
1800 m, generally in a higher zone than T. olivea; winters from c. 1800 m 
down to the foothills, sparingly entering the plains of the Brahmaputra. In 
the breeding season affects bamboo and dense shady forest near small 
streams in wet ravines with tangled undergrowth of ferns and nettles. In 
winter may be seen in evergreen and secondary jungle, shady deciduous 
and sal forest. / 

ExiralimitaL Southeastern Tibet south of the main range and cast to 
Yunnan and the Indochinese countries. A closely allied species in Java. 

tENERAL HABITS. Usually seen singly but soraclimcs joins mixed itiner- 
ant parties of insectivorous birds. Keeps on or near the ground, skulking in 
dense undergrowth, bamboo, large nettles and ferns up to three metres high. 
Extremely inquisitive and restless; dances ceaselessly among t!ic stalks, now 
clambering up one, now hopping to the next or jumping up and down the 
same stem like some clockwork toy; may occasionally ascend trees up to 
about six metres. 

FOOD. Ants and other insects; spiders. 

VOICE and calls. A sharp, characteristic Uhirik identical to that of 
T, olivea (SDR) and a sharp Isik or a rapid isxk isik tsik tsik ... of alarm 
(Heinrich). Also a churrr, chum . . . (Fleming). Song, a short, clear phrase 
consisting of a soft, twittering introduction of two or three syllables some- 
what hesitatingly linked together, followed by three trilled notes in quick 
succession and ending on a short lower note: tsitsi-tjutjulju tjd (Heinrich), 
also rendered as a clear rippling whistled ‘ plp~pipj^plp, pipp^lj“P^P * 
(Stanford). The song, surprisingly loud for so tiny a creature, is uttered as 
the bird hops about close to the ground. Another dbtinctivc utterance 
consists of three high-pitched descending notes with a pause of one to two 
seconds between each note (SmyThics). Both call and song deceptively 
vcntriloquial. Song period chiefly April and May. 

BREEDING. Seoson, May to July. AVr/, a ball of green moss, some 10 to 
12 cm in diameter, lined with moss roots or fine moss and svith a circular 
entrance-hole c, 4 cm across, near the top; placed 30 cm or so up in low 
bushes, in creepers or in long streamers of moss growing against tree-trunks, 
less often against rocks. Eggs, 3 to 5, usually 4, bright, pale pink profusely 
stippled with tiny specks of bright brick-red. Average size of 50 eggs 
17-4 X 12*9 mm (Baker). 

Museum thAGNOsis. Sec Field Characten. 

Y ou ng, above browner, less green than adult. Underparts entirely greyish olwc. 

UEASUREKENTS 



^V^ng 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tamis 

Tail 

(?(? 

47-54 

13-15 - 

22-25 

18-20 Trim 

9 9 

44-50 

' 13-15 

22-25 

17-19 imn 


(BB, SA, NBK, Stres., MD) 
\Vcieht4 cf 8*6-9*5; 19 8-4g (Hume, Cripps); 3 ^9 10-12g(SA). 
coLOiTRS OF BARE PARTS. Irfs bfown. Bill: uppcT maudiblc blackish horay, 
lower ycUow to dull orange; inside gape reddish orange. Legs and feet dark olivaceous. 
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1472. Slatyb^Iied Ground Warbler. Tesia olivea (McClelland) 
Saxiceta? ctirea McClelland, 1839 (1840), in Horsflcld, 

Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 161 (Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 475 (part), Vol. 1 ; 463 
Plate 87, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. Somtit-tamnwng (Lcpcha); Ting-liiavi bermdi-ga (Kacha Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 9 cm (3^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A tiny, taillcss, dark-coloured, wTcn-lflce bird, very' 
similar-to 1471. Above, back dark olive-green, crowm yellowish green, but 
contrast not appreciable cxtxpt at very close range. A dark post-ocular 
stripe, hardly noticeable in the field. Below, dark slaty. Sexes alike. 

7*. cyadventcT (1471) has paler, ashy grey vmderparts and its black, post- 
ocular stripe is very ^tinct; its lower mandible is orange-yellow or yellow 
(r. bright orangc-r^ or deep orange in olivea). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common, resident sulgect to 
seaso nal vertical movements. Daijecling, Sikkim, Bhutan, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland, Khasi Hills (specimen in Koelz ColL) and Manipur. 
Altitudinal distribution little known. There arc no summer records for our 
territory; in Burma the species has been recorded at 1500 and 2000 m. It 
evidently breeds in a low’cr zone than T. eyanivenler. Winters from at least 
1000 m down to the foothills, sparingly entering the plains. Affects dense 
undergroisTh of fems, nettles and w'e<^ in humid, tropical forest. 

Extralimital. Extends to Yunnan and \^etnain- 

CENERAL HABITS. Solitary. Keeps near the ground, extremely restless, 
nc\'cr still. Hops about so lightly among the rootstocks that hardly a leaf 
stin to betray its position though its insistent vcntriloquisdc Ufarik-Ufarik 
may proclaim its presence only a feiv metres away. Has an amusing habit 
of jumping back and forth along the same branch like a clockwork toy; 
also of clapping its isangs up os’cr its back every now and then. 

FOOD. Insects and spiders. 

VOICE and calls. A sharp tshmk-tchirik (SDR) ; distinctive and rather 
^’catriloqu^al. Specific description of song as compared with that of 1471 
very desirable. 

BREEDiNc. Unrecorded or confused with that of T. ^aasrerJer, 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Young undescribed. 

MEASURZMZNTS 

Bill Tarsus Ta3 

(from skuU) 

13-14 21-24 16-21 mm 

(NBK, SA, B-fD) 

Wdgbi 1 c? 6 g (Hume); 2 9 9. I o? 6-9 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris farowc. Bill: upper mandible blackish, lower 
orange-red or deep orange ycUovrish towards tip. Legs and feet brown; soles olive- 
yellow. 


Wing 

6'd' 47-51 \ 

9 9 45-48/ 


1473. Chestnut-headed Ground Warbler. Tesia eastaneoeoronala 
casianeocoTonala (Burton) 


Syloia casUmeoKoronata Burton, 1836, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 152 
(Himalayas, restricted to Nepal by Ripley, Synopsis: 441) 

Tesia castaneocoTonata regia Koelz, 1954, Contrib. ImL Regional Exploration, 
No. I : H (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 476, Vol. 1 : 465 
Plate 87, fig. 17 


LOCAL NAMES. Tisi (N^al); SamtU-pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 8 cm (3 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A tiny, ^vrcn-like bird wdth bright yellow imder- 
parts and extremely short tail. Above, forehead, crowm and 
I. A nape bright chestnut, rest of upperparts olive-green. Below, 
I/bI/ throat bright lemon-yellow; breast and belly yellow washed 
JjlUl^ \vith olive; flanks olive. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and H.ABITAT. Fairly common resi- 
dent, subject to seasonal vertical movements; from Kangra 
X c.\ (Kulu and Parbati valle>'s) east along the Himalayas to 
the Mishmi Hills, (Nagaland and Manipur?), Meghalaya 
and hlizo hills (Koelz); also to the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh 
(Rashid). Breeds between 1800 and 3300 m, more commonly above 2400 m 
and loc^y up to 3900 m (central Nepal — Polunin, JBNHS 52: 890). 
”SVintcrs fiumr. 1800 m dowm to the foothills, entering the adjacent plains 
in the Brahmaputra Valley. Affects undergrowth in high, rather open 
forest, whether light brushwood, ferns, nettles, dense bushes or impenetrable 
dwarf bamboo, especially in riank ravines and in the viemity of streamlets. 
In winter (October to March) may be seen in dense scrub along shady 
nullahs and in secondary forest. 

ExtraUmtal, Burma. The species extends to Szechuan and northern 
Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. SoHtary or sometimes in company with T. fyemvenier; 
in pairs during the breeding season. Though shy and elusive, it is not quite 
as difficult to sec and not as restless as the latter or T. olivea. It is also less of 
a ground bird though it generally keeps within a metre or so from the 
ground, bopping about in co\*cr or sometimes among moss-covered boulders 


or fallen logs. 

Display. * T\s*o birds were in the same bush one keeping mostly to the 
upper branches where it ran or rather strutted backwards and forwards 
with wings drooping, bill turned straight upwards, yellow throat puffed out, 
tiny tail held bolt upright, uttering a continual, rapid Isk tsk tsk ... . The 
second bird behaved in exactly the same way in the lower part of the bush. 
Every now' and again the two birds would approach each other, the excite- 
ment rising to fcs’cr pitch, but when about two inches apart they would turn 
away and resume thrir initial positions. This was repeated again and again 
for an hour imtil I was obliged to leave and nc%'cr disco%’ercd if they were a 
pair in courtship display or two males challenging earii other * (Desiree 
Proud, JBNHS 55: 349). 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 8: 5-8 


WARBLERS 5 

FOOD. Insects aad spiders. 

• ^ “^at'erinS c}dnk-cMnik like that of 1472 fSAI A 

ISDR^T^ ' hS of several seconds 

of fon^s^ll whCT the call-note is uttered. A very loud song 

rffour sh^ notes, not unl^e that otCulidccpa (Osmaston), rSiaiseent of 

h“s twittering (Heinrich); 

Smythies as sip, stp-tl-up. Song period in Nepal Ma^ to June 

BKzramo. Seasm, May to July. A'ett, a neat hut rather flimsy ball of 
s^I h"^ jwtlets and feathers woven into and suspended from a 
Sm^ branch wthm a couple of metres of the ground, friw, 2. uniform 
^rk terracotta or chestnut with a faint cap of mottlings at the large 
end Average sue of 18 cgp 17-4 X 12-9 mm (Baker). Incu^tion by ^ 
Brood-parasitrsro by Cuculus poUoaphalus 
repotted by Baker (JBNHS 17: 353; locah'ty corrected p. 841). 

Museum Disonosts. See Field Characters. 

Youos ^Dhcuve: aiete (mduding crown), dark olis-e-green with a brown- 

ah. tinge; Often? diestmit. 


meawrekents 


ti'd’ 

99 


IVing 

47-53 

45-50 


Bill 

(from skull) 
11-12 
11-12 


Tarsus 


TaU 


21-24 26-29 nrm 

21-24 22-26 rrun 

(SA BB, Stresemarm) 


Weight cJi 9 8-10 g (GD. SDR, SA). 
corourts of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill: upper 'mandible homy brown, lower 
yeUowish to orange at base, brown at tip. Legs and feet olive-brown or greenish 
ytUovf. 


Genus Cettia Bonaparte 

C^a Bonaparte, 1834, Icon. Fauna Italica I, text to pL 29, Tj-pe, by original 
designation, ^Iria Cefti Klannora 

JJofciUs UodgsoQ, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc- Londont 30. Type, by subsequent 
designation, //. poUiccris = iruradfrofu Hodgson 

BiytB, 2845, Jour. Asiat, Soc* Bengal I4i 590. Type, by monotypy, 
faSQlicaixoi Blyth 

HomrxJdamjs Salvadori, 1870, Atd R. Acad. Sd. Torino 5: 510. T>'pc, by mono- 
typy, H‘ iuscinia Salvadori = Arundinax canhtriiBts Swinboc 

Urosphena SManboe, 1877, Ibis: 204, 205. Type, by monotypy, THbura s^uandaps 
Swinboe 

C/ro^WfxiiStejncger, 1892, Proc. O.S. Nat. Mus. 15: 341. New name for Unspfuna 
Swinboe, not preoccupied 

Cf. Delacour, J., 1942, Ihis: 509-19; 1943, 85: 27-31 

Bill thin, narrow and pointed; some short and fine rictal bristles. Tail rounded, 
often broad and soft rectn'cea; laterals shorter than middle pair. Eggs characteristic, 
dark terracotta. 
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Key to the Species 

I Abdomen pale \-clJow n •» 

n Abdomen buHish or ^\hitish 

A Crown differently coloured from back 

1 Tarsus o\*cr 20 mm 

2 Tarsus under 20 mm .V.V.V.V.V.V.C 

u Cro\s'n not contrastingly difTcretil from back 

3 Upperparts and taU rufous brov**n. C. ft-m* 

^ 4 Upperparti oliiT-brou-n 

. a Tanus 20 mm or less; under tail-<xrverts cream-buff. .C.^rZ/fifAvr 

b 'Tnrwv. on W...... .-r» ' * 


Page 

15 


U 

16 


Tarsus o\*cr 20 mm; under taiI-co\*erts oli«-buff 
i Throat and breast grc>'ish; no band across breast 

C.fcrotizCita 

II rhroat and breast fulvous; a slightly darker band across breast 

o Tarsus 23 mm or over. dfphcne 

oo Tarsus imdcr 23 mm.. fordpa 

Cettia palltoipes (Blanford) 

Key to the Subspecies 

More olive above; belly tinged with buff. C.p.pallidipfi 

Richer, more rufous above; centre of belly a purer white C. p. orr.ajt 7 ri 


1474. Indian Falefooted Bosh Warbler. Ctllh pellidipts pallidiprs 
(Blanford) 

Phtiescopus paUidipesBXaxSotAt 1872, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 41: 162 
(Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI No. 9 1 3, Vol. 2 : 508 
Plate 85, fig. \ 

tocAL NAStE. DaoHsha gtuhim (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

mu> CHARACTERS. A small svarblcr of the foothiljs. Ahcrf, brmm irith 
a pale supcrdlium and a noticeable dark stripe through eye. Bz/wr, cream- 
coloured, wth pale ^-cUowish legs. Sexes alike. As for most bush warblers, 
recognized mostly by its song (q.v.), which is dtaractcristic. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments; on the whole scarce and probably often overlooked, but locally 
common. The HimaJa>’an foothills from Debra Dun (Osmaston, JBNHS 
26: 426) cast through Nepal, Daijccling, SikJam, Bhutan, Anmachal 
Pradesh (Ali & Ripley, JBNHS 48: 31) and Meghahja (Cacliar and Khasi 
hills). No records from Nagaland or Manipur though it occurs in northern 
Burma. Breeding zone not satisfactorily known, most records lying between 
December and April. In the west, appears to breed in the duns and has been 
recorded in the tcrai until May. Said to biecd around Daijccling and In 
Sikkim at c. 1200-1500 m (Baker, Kidxjicaiton 2: 461). In MeghalayTi, breeds 
abo\e e. 1000 m (Baker, loc. cit.). May also breed in the Eastern Ghats: a 
specimen collected at Sankmmeita, 1000 m fS'^ishakliapatnam disi.) on 
12 April. W'inttrs in the foothills, tcrai, duars and adjacent plains fnortheni 
Bengal); Rashid (1967) lists it as a winter visitor to the Bangladcsli foot- 
hills and the Chittagong region. Affects grass-and-bush jungle on the 
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Cettio paJlIAJpts 



edge of sal forest, secondary jungle, and glades in cvcigrccn or in pine 
forest. 

ExtraUmital. Northern Burma. The spedes extends to Laos, northcni 
Vietnam and southern China. Also Andaman Islands. 

OENERAL HABITS. An adept skxilkcr, often heard, rarely seen. When 
disturbed, will flutter through the grass to the lardicr edge c>f a thicket and 
scuttle to the next cluster just off the ground, scarcely alimving a glimpse of 
itsdf 

ROOD. Insects. 

VOICE and caixs. A most characteristic peculiar song, loud and 
penistent, rendered as rij> . . . rip-cfaVk-c-chuck. Also a fast-repeated paree- 
ehocp and riti-jee (Fleming). Alarm-note eJack-efnek (Osmaston). ' 

BREEDINO. Season, May to July, ffest, a rather unddy ball of grass lined 
with feathers, and placed in bushes overgrown with grass. probably 4, 
deep mahogany-red, not distinguishable from those of C. jf^Jortipes (1478) 
and palliJus (1477). Average size of 40 eggs 17-1 X 13*1 mm (Baker). 

MoseuH Diacnoso. See Ke>- to the Species; for detwU of plumage Baker, 
loc. dt. 

IfEASURZaiEKTS 

IVing BOl 

(from skull) 

{?<? 47-55 c. 14 

9 9 52-57 c. 14 

OODOOTS OF SARI PARTS. Iris brown. BUI: upper numdiblc d»rk brown, lower 
flcsh-coIour. Legs and feet flc^-eolour. 


Tarsus 


Tafl 


19-20 45-52 mm 

19-20 41-43 mm 

(BB, HIV, SDR) 


1475. An d ama n Falefooted Bash IVarbler, Ceitia pallidipes esmastoni 
(Harxen) 

HoreiUs palUdlpfs ojmojtoni Hartcrt, J908, Bull. Brit. Ora. CL 21 : 107 
(Andaman Is.) 

Baker, FBI No. 914, Vol. 2: 509 


I.OCAI. HAMZS. None recorded. 


SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As in 1474, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, common but localized. 
South Andaman Island (Mr Harriet). Affects dense undergrotrth in high 
or secondary forest. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. Probably as In 1474. 

VOICE and calls. Described as ‘most cliaracterislic and peculiar, of 
3 or 4 notes only, loud for the size of the bird, and insistent* (Osmaston, 
JBNHS 35: 892-3). 

BREEDTNc. Season, May to July. P^est, a deep cup of dry bamboo leaves 
very loosely put together, lin<^ with fine flowering grass-heads or rootlets 
and supported by the stems and leaf stalks of a plant, near the ground. 

4, bright clicsmut, mottled all over, cspcdally at the Urge end svith 
a deeper shade of chesmut. Average size of 8 eggs 17 X 13*6 mra (Baker). 

Mvsevu Diackoso, Differ* from the nominate race (1474) in being a darker, 
ridicr brown above, more rufous, less olive. Flanks and sides of breast washed with 
richer, more ochre brown. Centre of abdomen a purer white. 

UZASURZUZKTS 

IVUg Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

(^9 51-53 r. 12 «. 21 36-37 mm 

(Baker) 


GOLOUXl or BARE PART*. Nol fCCOrdcd. 


1476. 


Chinese Bush Warbler. Ctl&i diphsrj cadutiau (S'rinhoe) 


Anmdittax eenbirians Swuihoe, 1660, IbU; 5Z 
(Amoy in winter, Shanghai in .ummer) 
Baker. FBI No. 916, Vol. 2:511 
Plate 83, fig. S 


LOCAL KAUC3. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow 1 length ^ c. 16; 9 e- 14 ent (5|-6) in.). ^ 

r maa CHARACTERS. The largeat bush warbler, superficially '"“y 
0 and confrisablc svith ThickbUIed Warbler [fAra^emJtohi ordn (lh«)h 
Aimf, russet brown, browner on head. A pale supeteilium and a dart 
;tripe through eye. Beltrcr, dull nhite svashed with fulvous on breast and 
aelly. Flanks fulvous. Seres ahke. . _ 

STATUS, DtmtnumoH and HAurrAT. Accidental winler , 

ncords from Cachar (Meghalaya) [Hume. SF 1 1 : 202-4 (I Jan- 

Baker, FBI 2: 511). Affects thick brushwood and reeds. 

Exirclimlal. Breeds in northern China; winters tn ^rtnosa, the i p 
pines, southern China and the Indochinese countrres. The specres 
from southeastern Siberia to Japan and the Philippines, 
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GENERAL HABITS. Skulks in. dcnsc bushes like other bush warblers. In 
winter may be seen in large banyan trees, exploring quite openly the boughs 
of these trees (La Touche). * If hard pressed quietly slips out of the other 
side of the bush and flits to a further cover * (Swinhoc). 

FOOD. Insects. Diptcra and larvae in gizzard of a specimen collected. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm, a harsh chan. Gall-note, a discreet though 
Curly loud chck-diak (La Touche). The abrupt song not given m wnter. 

BREEDING, Extraflmital. 

Museum Diacnosis. See Key to the Spedes. 

MEASUREMENTS. (Notc the great difference in size of the sexes.) 

"Wing Tarsus Tdl 

efer 72-79 28-30 68-79 mm 

9 9 59-64 23-25 57-59 mm 

(La Touche) - 

Bill from skull <? e. 17-18; 9 15-16 mm 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill : upper mandible brown, lower 
mandible and edge of upper greyhh pink. Legs and feet pinkish grey. 

Gettia roRTiPEs (Hodgson)i 
Key to the Subspecies 

More rufous above C.f. fortipcj 

More olive above C.f. pedUdas 

1477. Pale Stroogfooted Bnsb Warbler, Ceilia for Apts paUidtis (Brooks) 

Horntes pallidus Brooks, 1872, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 41: 78 (Kashmir) 

Baker. FBI No. 912, VoL 2: 507 

LOCAL HAMS. Dofa pkh (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 11 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. ' As in 1478. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. Better identified 
by itS'Striking song (q.v.). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Commott altitudinal migrant. The 
western Himalayas from the Indus Valley east to wTstem Nepal (Fleming 
& Traylor, Fielduma 53: 178). Breeds above 1800 m, mostly between 2100 
and 3000 m. Winters (end of October to April) from c. 1800 ra down to the 
foothills, seldom venturing into adjacent plains (Peshawar, GampbcUporc). 
Affixts bush-covered hillsides, mixed <^tivation and bushes or rank 
herbage, open nuxed forest wdth plenty of undergrowth and bushes along 
nullahs; noted in winter in sarpat grass. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1478. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A single harsh pick or tchuk while skulking through 
shnibbcry, remirus&nt of PhjUoscopus gristotus (1581). A peculiar, un- 
mistakable song, remarkably loud and lar-carr^dng, consisting of two 
phrases, each starting \vith a high-pitched long-drawn-out whistle of over 

* For dhomion on use of mentata yanosfndfxty see JBNHS 65: 223 and 224. 
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one second, immediately followed by a few quick, explosive notes, well 
rendered by Osmaston as 

Ton . . . rmxtd-\i~5Q~g}ack 
He*ll . . . hcai-jon 

each phrase given alternately on a high and low key- Sec also 1478 for 
more renderings and other notes. Song period March till end of August. 

BREEDiNc. Season^ May to August, chiefly June and July. May be 
double-brooded. Nest and eggs as in 1478. Average size of 80 eggs 
17-4 X 13-1 mm (Baker, Osmaston). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate (1478) in being less rufous 

more olive above, and paler, more grcjisb olive below. For details of plumage see 
Baker, loc. dt. 

Young. Upperparts, car-coverts and sides of head more oIKticcous than in 
adult; superdlium dull ycllowr. Undcrparls dull yellow washed with olh'c on flanks 
and across breast. 


MEASUREStENTS 



Wing 

Bm 

Tamis 

Tan. 



(from skull) 



o’ o' 

f. 57 

c. 14 

e.2l 

50-53 mm 

9 V 

56-57 

r. 14 

21-22 

r. 52 mm 

(mso 

COLOUKS 

0 

i 

Iris brown. Bill: 

upper mandible dark brown, lower 

paler, dark at tip. Legs and feet browmish or 

fleshy browTi. 



1478. Strongfooted Bnsb Warbler. CetAa fortipes foriipes (Hodgson) 

HoTontrsfoTiipcs Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 31 (The Cachar, Nepal) 
fortipes mtsmsKoelz, 1954, Conlrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:18 
(Mawphlang, Khasi Hills) 

Homoehlasr^s fortipes tnizonan Koclz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1:18 (Sangau, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 910, VoL2: 506 ' 

Plate 83, frg. 3 

LOCAi. HASiE. Deotisha goshim (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 11 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small, skulking bush warbler better identified (in 
season) by its distinctive whistled, .explosive song 
(q.v.). Above, dark rufous olivc-brotsm; a nsirrow 
buff superdlium to nape; a browm line from 
lores through eye. Below, dull whitish washed 
with olivc-brotvii on sides of breast and fulvous 
on flanks. Sexes alike, 
r* 1 The smaller C. palli^pes (1474) may be dis- 

tinguished by its pie flesh-coloured or yellowish 
legs (p, brotvnish in fortipes). 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. An altitudinal migrant, common 
except in Nepal w’hcre it appears to be mostly replaced by C. bnamifrons. 
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From Nepal (Ham district, Fleming & Traylor, Fieldiana 35: 540) cast 
through Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, thence south ■ 
through Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya, the hlizo Hills and the Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts. Breeds bct\vccn 2000 and 3300 m (in Meghalaya from 
1200 lo 2000 m); winters from c. 2100 do'\'n to the foothills and, less com- 
monly, the adjacent pliuns of the Brahmaputra and northern Bengal. 
Affects bush jungle, tea-gardens, open forest ^vith dense undergro\vth, 
bamboo and bramble thickets, and lush vegetation on swampy ground. 
Its absence from most of Nepal may be correlated with the lack of temperate 
dry forest (sec map of climatic types, VoL 1, after p. xiri). 

ExtralimsUd. Northern Burma. The species extends cast to Formosa and 
south through the Sunda Islands to Timor and Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS. An arrant skulker often heard but extremely di£5cult 
to sec although it may sneak aroimd almost svithin arm’s length. Solitary; 
keeps close to the ground, bopping among bushes in search of food, seldom 
ascending trees. 

food. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A loud, staccato tyit-lyu-tyn, a soft churring alara- 
notc, and a tingle tsik or chvk. Song, a thin^ prolonged and rising ^vhistlc 
tvheeeeee (c. I second) followed by a loud and quickly uttered (explosive), 

short ph^ chxwijou, thus: wheeeeee cldwiyou (SA). The phrases, vdth 

some variations, arc alternately given in high and low pitches. Song period, 
March to August. See also 1477. 

breedino. ■Sraron,'May to July. Nest, rather untidy, varying from a deep 
cup to a domed or globular structure with* a large entrance near the top; 
made of broad-leaved grasses and copiously lined with feathers. Placed in 
^ow bushes within 50 cm from the ground, seldom higher, Bggs, 
3 to 5, usually 4, deep chestnut with a doudy ring of deeper colour at the 
large end. Average size of 60 eggs 17-3 X 13-4 mm (Baker), Incubation 
by both sexes; period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. Diffen from pallidm (1477) in bring more rufous above, 
Rod darker, more brownish below. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. rit. 





W*mg, X f- 1 



MEASURriffi-VTS 


'Vmg 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tan 

d’d' 

50-58 

(from skull) 

13-15 

21-22 

49-58 mm 

99 

47-56 

e. 14 

20-22 

44-53 mm 



(Mayr, 

H\V, Stevens, NBK, SA) 


Wright I c? 10; 2 9 9 8. 9 g (SDR); 10 9 &-1 1 *5 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris brown. Bill dark brown, base of lower man d i ble 


pinkish horn. Legs *ad feel brownish flesh or j'rilowish brown. 
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Gettia major (Moore) 
Key to the Snbspecses 


Browner, less olive C. m. tefn 

Paler, more olive C.m. mojor 


1479. HimaTayaa Large Bosh Warbler. Cettia major rru^or (Moore) 

HoreiSa rujor Moore, in Honfield t Moore, 1854, Cat. Bds. Mus. E.!. Co. I: 323 
(Nqial) 

Baker, FBI No. 915, VoL 2: 510 
Plate 83, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. NoBC recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 15 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD characters. A dark olive-brown bird with chestnut forehead 
and crown. A long su pe r d lium, rusty on lores, whitish beyond eye. Under- 
parts dull whitish. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, probably subject to 
vertical movements. GarhwaJ and Kumaon (Koclz, Contrib. Inst. Regional 
Exploration, No. 1 : 18), Nepal (not recorded since Hodgson’s dap), Sikkim, 
Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh (upper Subansiri). The highcst-altitude bush 
warbler; found in summer between 3300 and 4000 m (Ludlow). Winter 
data entirely lacking; recorded at 3900 and 2400 m in October. AHects 
dense rbod^endron jungle in silver fir forest at timber-line, or dwarf 
rhododendron thickets beyond. 

Exiralimital. Extends to southeastern Tibet, Yunnan and Szechuan. 

GENERAL HABm. Nothing recorded except that it is a skulker. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDINO. Known only from a single nest sent to Baker from Sikkim, said 
to have been taken on the SingalOa Ridge at ‘ over 16,000 ft* (4880 -f-in). 
It was globular, loosely made of grass and bamboo leaves outside fine gnua 
and roots inside and lined with soft feathers; placed in scrub at the edge of 
dense forest on a steep hillside. No date given but a bird with a yolk egg 
has been collected on 10 June. Eggs, similar, to those of C. fortipes. Size 
18-3 X 13-9 mm (Baker). Sec also 1480, Breedir^. 

Museum Diacnohs. For details of plumage sec Baker, loc. dL 

Young. Above, olive-brown. Belozn, throat white with faint dusky marks ; 

breast greenish grey; facDy whitish. Younger birds arc more washed with yellowish 
on underparts. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bm Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'd' 63 (one) 14 ' 23-24 44-51 mm 

9 9 59, 61 (two) 14 — — mm 

(Wing by NBK, bill by MD, tarsus and tail by Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris brown. BUI; Upper mandible broMrn,lower ycDow. 
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1480. Assam Large Bush Warbler. Cetiia major tafer (Koelz) ' 

Homchlamys major vafer Koelz, 1954, Contfib. Ifist. Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 18 
(Ehulbari, Garo Hilb) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
IX3CXL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.)^ 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As JU 1479. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Scarce resident, subject to vertical 
movements. Nagaland (Dimapur, Koelz, loc. cit.), Meghalaya in the Garo 
(Koelz) and Cachar hills, * confined to the highest peaks about Hungrum * 
(Baker, JBNHS 9: 22). Altitude in summer c. 1800 m; habitat undescribed. 
See 1479. , 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. Unrecorded. 

BREEDm(^. No dates given. Nest^ a very deep cup of fine grasses and a 
few bamboo leaves outside,, shreds of fine’ grass inside, lined with feathers. 
Of three nests, one contained 3 eggs and two contained 2 each. Eggs similar 
in colour to those ofC. fortipes (Baker, JBNHS 9: 22). These records perhaps 
dubious as not included subsequently in Pfidijication. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from major in being more saturated, browner, less 
olive on back, crown more chestnut, less ferruginous (Koelz). 

MEASUREMENTS. As in 1479. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill pale yellowish broivn, culmen and tip 
darker. Legs and feet reddish Besh (Baker). 


Cettia flavolivacea (Hodgson) 


Key to the Sabspedes 


A Paler above 

B Darker above 

1 Olive-green above . 

2 Olive-brown above, 


.C.f. flavolivacea 

Page 

13 

.C,f. j/r«rm<inni 

14 

.C.f. alexanderi 

IS 


1481. Himalayan Aberrant Bash Warbler. Cettia flavolivacea flavolivacea 
• ' (Hodgson) 

/{.{eomis) flavolivacea Hodgson, 1845, in Blyth, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 14: 590 
(Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 906, Vol. 2: 502 
Plate 83, fig. 4 , 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Superficially like a leaf warbler (Phylloscopus) with 
yellowish underparts and no wing-bars. Abovct olive-brown, A pale yellowish 
supercilium and a dark line through eye. Sides of head mottled yellow and 
brown. Below^ dull fulvous yellow tinged with olive on throat and flanks. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The Himalayas from Garhwal east through Nepal, Sikkim, 


Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh in the Pachakshiri area (and probably 
throughout the State at suitable altitudes). Breeds bct\«en 2400 and 
3600 m; recorded in winter between c. 700 and 2700 m. Affects long grass 
and thick scrub, bamboo and ferns. In winter may be seen in dense bushes 
and undergrowth of forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually difficult to sec as it skulks in dense cover, but 
sometimes inquisitive and not shy. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A harsh, grating alarm-note and a Isick call. Song, 
see 1483. 

BREEDING. Seoson^ May to August. Nest^ domed with a side entrance, 
made of grass and bamboo leaves, lined with feathers, usually placed at the 
base of thick clumps of grass. Eggs, 3 or 4, vaiying from pink to dark terra- 
cotta, with a darker crown at the large end. Average size of 11 eggs 
17*2 X 12*6 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species and Subspecies, and Field Characten; 
for details of plumage Baker, loc. cit. 

Young, like adults but edges of wings and tail darker. Underparls paler yellow, 
not so buffish. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

53—57 

(from skull) 
c. 14 

22-23 

47-57 mm 

9 9 50-60 

13-14 

■ 5 1-23 

50-59 mm 


(BB, Rand & Fleming, SA) 

(Bill by Rand & Fleming; 1 tp 15; 4 p 9 *14-17 mm) 

Weight I c? 9 g (SA). / 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis btown. Bill brown, paler yellowish brown on 
lower mandible. Legs and feet pale yellowish brown. 


1482 Assam Aberrant Bush Warbler. Cettia flavolivacea stresemanni 
(Koelz) 

J^eofitis flaoolivaceus stTesemanni Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1: 17 (Mawryngkneng, Khasi Hills) 

J/eornis Jlavolivaceus eircvmspecius Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1; 18 (Mawp)ilang, Khasi Hills) 

Baker. FBI No. 907 (part), Vol. 2: 503 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccofdcd. ^ 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FELD CHARACTERS. As in 1481, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments. Meghalaya in the Garo and Kliasi hiUs, from c. 1200 m to the mm- 
mits. Reaches the foothills in winter (arriving in Dcc^bcr). Affects long 
grass and scrub, and bushes in pine forest. . 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1481. 
breeding. As in 1481. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs trom flavolivacea in being darker above, dwk gre^ 
olive instead of brosvnish olive. Underparls greenish yellotv,but flanVs washed^ 
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with grey. Differs from alexanderi in being olive-green, not olive-brown, above; 
more citrine, without strong orange-buff wash, below. 


measurements 


7 

(?(? 

Wing 

51-58 

4 ePt? 

Tail 

52-58 mm 

5 

9 9 

51-57 

5 99 

51-59 mm 

COLOURS OF BARE 

FARTS. 

As in 1483. 


(Koelz) 


1483. Manipur Aberrant Bash Warbler. Cettia flavolivacea alexanderi 
Ripley 

Cettia flavolivacea alexanderi Ripley, 1951, Postilla, Yale Peabody Mus., No. 6; 6 
(Phck-Mcluri Road, 60 miles cast of Kohima, Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 907 (part), Vol. 2; 503 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fecordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 1481, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments. Nagaland, Manipur and Mizo Hills, from 1100 m in winter to 
2900 m in summer. Affects tall grass and light, second-growth scrub. 
Exlralimilal. The species extends to northern Vietnam and Fukien, 
general HABITS and food. As in 1481.' 

VOICE and galls. A short grating song (SDR). A short, extremely high 
and thin whistled strophe (Heinrich). 

BREEDING. As in 1481. 

-Museum Diagnosis. Differs ttom flavolivacea (1481) in being darker below, more 
olive-buff with dark huffy breast and flanks; from stresemanni (1482) in being olive- 
brown above, not olivc-grcen, and less yellow below with an orange-buff wash. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Tail 

2 d'cT 52,52 56,57 mm 

3 9 9 48-51 53-54 mm 

• (Koelz, SDR) 


Weight 2 9 9 7 g (SDR): 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IrtS bfOWD 
mandible yellowish, brown at tip, pinkish 


BUI; upper mandible black; lower 
bom at base. Legs and feel flesh to pale 


brown. 


1484. Home’s Bosh Warbler. Cellia acmtlnioidts brumtsans (Hume) 

Hvrrito Hamc. 1872. Ibh: 109 (neigblmohood ofDaijedmg-) 

Baber, FBI No. 909, Vol. 2: 505 
■ Plate Si, tig. 7 
fnrjii. sjMss. Nooe recorded. 
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STATUS, CBTRIBUTION and HABn-AT. Uncommon or local resident, subject 
,n vertical movements. The Himalayas from Garlnval through Nepal, 
Dariecling Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh ; from 2m to 3303 m 
(uoto^fo m in SE. Tibet). Recorded in winter at 1350 m (Garlmol) and 
r“2100 m (Tibet), and in October at 2700 m (Tibet). Affects mostly dense 
rinoal bamboo [ATmdinaria) in pure stands or in open forest. 

mralimtal.- The species extends cast through southern China to 

HABrm. A warbler of the dense ringal bamboo on hillsides, A 
great skulker, very difficult to observe. 

vo.CE 

re°^’terup and dotvn chu chm notes resembling call 

ff itoeV. 1873) (Ludlow. Osmaston). Alarm-note a qu.ek b,nk. C.. - 

note tik, lik, (^udl^). ^ structure of grass and 

BBEEumo. fcathets the entrance near the top; 

bamboo leaves, ^ ^ ; undergrowth, c. 50 cm from the 

- 3 '’dtp Trrlcmta^t a ring or cap of darker tint at dte 

ground. £g|t, > ^ 12.8 mm (Baker), 

large end. Av g ^.^cd portions of wings and tail brighter rufous than 
Mussm. Duscnoso^ dark brown; cheeks and earntoveru mottled 

Imtrdtllow^'’. Undetparu greyish bulf. browner on Hanks. 

snsxsuREUEttn _ Tail 

(from skull) 

12-13 21-22 mm 

j ,_,2 _ 

(NBK, Baker) 

comuas or uaxe taets. Iris brown. Bill brown, lower mandible Heshy brown, 
t..,.. and feet fleshy or yellowish brown. 


<?(? 

99 


Wing 

52-56 

47-50 


Cettia brunnifrons (Hodgson) 


Key to the Subepede* 


A 

B 

C 


Palest, less rufous on back... 
Darker, more rufous on back. 
Darkest, more richly coloured 


, . .C. L tcAlsd/ri 
,C. h. hnextiftens 
. , .C. h. rroffoidiS 


Page 

17 

17 

IS 
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1485. Western Rnfotiicapped Btisli Warbler# CeUia bravafrats irhistUri 
(Ticchuist) 

Hcrritcs brvjttjhns uhistleri Tlcehurst, 1923, Bull. BHl Om. Cl. 44: 28 (Simla) 
Baker, FBI No. 918, VoL 2: 513 

tocAi, MAMSS. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS- As in i486, q.v. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Common vertical imgrant. The 
western Hiniala>*as from the Pir Panjal range east to Mussoorcc (where it 
int er gr a des with bnirmfrens). Breeds bct>s*cen 3(X)0 and 3600 m; winters 
between 1000 and 2100 m, probably reaching the foothills locally. Move- 
ments place in April and October. Affects stunted Juniper and furze on 
stony hilhidcs at or above trec-Une, and btishes around open margs. In 
•winter frequents bush* clad hillndes and undergrowth in open forest. 

CEA*ERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1486. 

BREEDING. As in 1486. 

MiJsruM Diagnosis. Differs from hresn/rorj (I486) in beng paler cm head, 
paler and less rufous on back and edges of wmgs,^and in having paler under tafl- 
co\Trt5 and thighs. 

UZASURZSOKTS and colours of bare PARIS. As in 1486. 

1486. Eastern Rnfons capped Btub Warbler# C€tda h narSf nns 
hzusdfrvns (Hodgson) 

Frima brwafnru Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 29 (Northcni region of 
hills near snows, Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 917 (part). VoL 2: 512 
Plate 83, 6g. 5 

local nahe. Lik-Iik~pho (Lepeba). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FiEtD CHARACTERS, Abott, rufous olivc-brown with a rufous<iicstnut 
cro>vn, long buff supcrcilium and dark stripe from lores through eye, all 
noticeable in the field. Belcw^ throat and belly white; breast an'd sides grey; 
flanks and vent olive-broNsm. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Commoa vcrdcal migrant. The 
Himalayas from Mussoorcc, east through Nepal, Daijecling, SikHm and 
Bhutan. Breeds between c. 2700 and 4000 m; %vintcrs from c, 2200 m 
do\%'n to the foothills. Affects d\^*arf rhododendron, Bnbensy bamboo dumps 
and other bushes in forest dcarings and margins, and thickets in open 
coniferous forest up to the limit of bracken growth. In winter frequents 
dense undergrowth in open forest, tea-gardens, bushes and high grass in 
shady areas. 

GENERAL HABITS. CJcncrally a skulker difiicult to observe, but at times 
very inquisitive and forthcoming. Will perch on the top of a bush or rock to 
utter its song NVithin a few metres of the observ’cr. Usually feeds among the 
bushes but has been observed creeping on the ground in and out of crcN’iccs. 
\Mien forced to break cover, sddom rises much above the ground or flics far, 
promptly diving into the nearest shrubbery, hardly giving a glimpse of itself. 

FOOD. Insects. 


VOICE and calls. Alarm*notc, a shrill pierdng whistle and a rasping 
scolding note (LudIo%v). Call-note a soft fnt . . . frifc. Sengy very characteristic 
and peculiar: a loud sip-tx-ti-sip uttered continuously, often followed by an 
extraordinary sound, rather like that produced by somebody blowing 
through a comb (Proud) ; ‘ a curious grating mouse-Iikc soimd, twice 
repeated and of a vcntriloquial nature* (Osmaston). Song period mid 
April to early August -vsTth a resumption in Scptcmber-Octobcr. 

BREEDING. Seosor.y May to early July. Xesi, domed, made of grass, lined 
with feathers and placed in low shrubs about 50 cm from the ground. 
EggSy usually 4, sometimes 3 or 5, s'arying from pale to dark terracotta with 
a cap of deeper colour at the large end. Average size of 30 eggs 
17-9 X 13 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnosu. See Key to the Subspecies. . 

Young, head same colour as bad: which is slightly duller than that of adulL 
Underparts greenish brown not gTc>', with a tinge of yellow. Supcrciliuin light brown 
not whitish. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\Vins Bill 

(from skull) 

O'c? 42-51 11-12 

9 9 43-47 1 1-12 

(BB, Ste\-cns, Stresemann, SA) 

Wdght 6d’<?'B^9;299 8,9g (May-Ocu) — GD. 8 o' 9 6-^ g (Ocu-March) 
' — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE .FARTS. Iiis hazcL BUI: upper mandible dark brown, lower 
pale ydlowish, darker at tip. Legs and feet pale brownish or greyish brown. 

1487. AmnacHal Rufouscapped Bush Warbler# Cettia brmrdfnns 
murcides (Koclz) 

Koclz,1954,Contrib.InsLRcgIonalExploration,No. 1: 18 
(Bamanigaon, Assam) 

Baker. FBI No. 917 (part). VoL 2: 512 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rcconjed. 

SIZE, Sparrow' — ; length f. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1486, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments : Aiunachai Pradesh and adjacent Tibet from 3000 to 4000 m. Habitat 
as in 1486. Winters from at least 1200 m down to the foothills and over the 
plains ofthe Brahmaputraj'arriving in September; in the latter area frequenu 
bracken and grass, especially along rivers. Not knotm to breed south of the 
Brahmaputra but recorded at the edge of the Garo-Khasi foothills in winter 
(Koclz, loc, dt.). Obtained in the Chin Hills of Burma (season ?). 

ExtroJimitcL The spcdcs extends to northern Y'unnan. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1486. 

BREEDING. As III 1486. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from bncrjiijrans (I486) in being darker and richer 
coloured aboNTL 

measurements and colours of barb farts. As in 1486. 


Tarsus Tail 

18-20 43-45 mm 

18-19 41-47 mm 
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Tail from below, X r. j 
(After Hartcrt) 


Ceilio cIbirerJris Sc\*crtzov, 1872, Vertik. TurkesL ZhiTOtn.: 131 (Kara Tau) 
Cetlie Cettieides Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 191 (Sind) 

Baker, FBI No. 920, VoL 2: 514 
Plate 83, frg. 11 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, entirely rufous browm. A short supcrcilium 
and eye-ring whitish. Below , centre of throat, breast 
and belly nearly \vhite, and vent greyish 

bttrwD. Sexes alike. The ruddy brown colour and 
longish round tail arc diagnosde. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. kVintCT 
\Tsitor to the plains of the Indus (Peshawar, 
Bahawalpur and Sind) ; possibly B^uchistan, 
though reported occurrence at Quetta and Sibi 
not yet confirmed (GBT). Very local. Affects 
partially submerged bulrushes, reeds, high grass and tamarisks, in dhexis and 
at the edge of inundated tamarisk jungle, 

ExtrahrmtoL Breeds from Iran and the Caspian cast to Rusrian Turkes- 
tan; winters south to southern Iran and Afghanistan. The spedcs ranges 
west through the Mediterranean countries to the Iberian Peninsula and 
Morocco. For detaik sec Vauric, 1959, 1 : 227. 

Afigretion, Arrives in its winter quarters in October, leaves in March. 
Recorded as common on migration. (March) in Kohat, At this time may be 
seen m rccd-bcds, gardens and dense cover near water. 

GENERAL HABITS. A gTcat skulkcT, usually dctcctcd only by its loud 
^cHng note. Creeps about in very dense co\*cr, seldom if at all showng 
itself or fi^'ing. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A rather loud click or ch^ repeated at intcr\’als. 
Bursts of its loud, clear song may be heard before spring departure. 

Museum DiAoNosa. See Field Gharacter*. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsin 

Tan 


(from feathers) 



68-73 \ 




60-69 J 

11-12 

25-26 

52-^ mm 


99 

(INmg CBT, rest Baker) 

COLOURS Of BARE PARTS. Ifis brown. BUI brown above, paler and ycUmrish 
bdow. Legs and feel brmmish fiesh. 

Genus Bradyfterus Swainsoa 

Brzdr*if7^ Swainson, 1837, QassiL Bds. 2: 241. Type, b>- monot>-py, Bred^purur 
Swainson == hcAyptcrs \ncniot (c= S. Ichofcela VieBIot) 

TrChffc Hodgfon. 1845, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 30.T>-pe, by origuial derigna- 
tioa, T. IzirrTctyis Hodgson 

/fjrrrrii Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool- Soc. London; 31. T>^ bv jubsequent 
dengnatioa. Gray, 1855. CaL Gen. Subgen. Bd*.; 351, H. fsAstsins Hodgson *- 
T. Hodgrai 
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EUphrmu L^e, 1879, Bds, Ceylon: 514. T>'p)e, by monot^-py, BrcA^teijx 
} pallisai Bl)'th 

B31 slender and straight Rjctal bristles minute and inconspicuous. Tail much 
rounded, about equal to wing or longer; rectrices rather pointed. 

Key to the Species 

Page 

A Lower throat distinctly spotted 

1. Breast grey ,..B.tharcciau 20 

2 Breast buff 

a Bill from skull over 16 mm B, rajer 22 

b Bill from skull under 16 mm B. tcaoxicAdas 24 

B Throat not spotted (or sometimes with faint specks) 

3 Throat ochraceous buff contrasting with rest of underparts 

B. pdliseri 26 

4 Throat colour not contrasting with rest of underparts 

B. lal£sztr.tTu 25 

Bradyfterus THORAacus (Blyth) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Flanks paler B. L przrccUkii 

Flanks darker B. t. thsTcciau 


1489. Western Spotted Bush Warbler. Bradjptma tkorcdais przfcalsiii 
(Sushkin) 

DsncBcdlo thsredca przctelskii Sushkin, 1925, Proc. Boston Soc. Nat HisL 38: 41 
(Dshachar Mts, upper Hwangho) 

DssirficoZfl thoTcnco kcshrdrtrjis Sushldzi, 1925, Proc. Boston Soc NaL HIsL 38:42 
(northwestern Himalaya) 

Baker, FBI No. 810 (part), VoL 2: 405 
LOCAL NAMES, Nouc fccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c 13 cm (5 in.). 

field characters. As in 1490, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DXSTRiBUTTON and HABITAT. Fafrf)' common \'crtical migrant. 
The western Himala^-as in Kashmir (spedmens in BnL Mus.), Garhwal 
and Kumaon. Breeds between 3000 and 4000 m mainly aroimd 3600 m. 
Thcre arc no winter records for this race; the eastern race is known to 
descend to the foothills in the cold season. Affects open grassy places, 
especially rank grass and Esrwx growing on wcll-maattred soil where cattle 
arc temporarily quartered; occasionily also low shrubs and dwarf 
junipers. 

Eriretirtitcl. * Shensi (Tsingling Range) •westward through Ka.rmi and 
Szechuan to enstem Tsinghai north to eastern Nm Shan, south through 
eastern and central Slkang to northern Y^unnan^ and possibh/ northern 
Burma * (\^auric). 

CE?tERAL HABTTS asd FOOD. As 13 1490. 
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Bradfptctus thoracicus and B. major 



Breeding Winter (^pedes thoraaaa only) 

s S. m, majer ( 1491 ). a B. m. nrftix (RE). 3 B. t pr^vaUkii ( 1489 ). 
4 B. t. ihoradcus ( 1490 )- 5 B. t datndi (RE). 6 B. t. suschkint (RE). 



VOICE and calls. * A most persistent see^see note, and when uttering its 
song usually rises a short distance above the ground dropping again out of 
sight into the grass * (A. E. Osmaston). This description appears to be that 
of its song. 

BREEDING. As in 1490. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from thoracicus (1490) in being paler on flanks. 
Eye-streak a little more distinct. 

ICEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1490. 


1490. Eastern Spotted Bush Warbler, BradyJjlnus thoracicus thoracicus 
(Blyth) 

D.{vTneticota) Ihortuica Blyth, 1845, Jour. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 14: 584 
(Nepal) 

Eater, FBI No. 810 (part), Vol, 2; 405 
Plate 83, fig. 10 
LOCAL HAMKs, None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A skulking plain brown bird of scrub and shrubbery. 
Aiotic, dark rulbus-brotvn. Sides of head and superdlium grey. BAou/, chin 
white; throat ashy spotted with blackish brown. Breast grey; centre of belly 


22 SYLVIINAr 

olive-brotTO. Under tail<ottrts olive-brou-n barred with white, 
spowed throat, grey breast and barred under tail<ovcrts are 

STATO, DErramirrioN and habitat. Fairly common vertical migrant. 
Nepal, Siitiro, Bhutan and Anmachal Pradesh from 3300 to 4350 m (old 
summer records at ‘ 5000 feet ’ and ‘ 400 feet • ate certainly erroneous). 
Recorded mwmter in the terai, duars and the plains ofjalpaiguri dutricf 
south to Sylhet (Godwm-Austen) and Calcutta (Holmes, 1968, JBNHS 65: 
779). A specimen of juvenile male from ‘ Shillong ’ in the British Mureum is 
dated 30 August. Affects shrubbery on the edge of open grassy places and 
pastures, dwarf jtmipers and rhododendrons near, timber-line, law scrub 
above timber-line, and bracken, rank grass and bushes between patches of 
forest. In svinter may be seen in heavy grass jungle and reed-beds 
{Phragmiles). 

Exlralimital. ' Ndghbouring parts of southern Tibet and southwestern 
Sikang to Pome . . .’ (Vaurie). Southeastern Tibet. The species ranges 
north to Amurland, Transbaikalia and Altai. 

GENERAL HABITS. Apparently not such an arrant skulker as other buih 
w'arblcrs, showing itself somewhat more freely as it sveaves its tray through 
the shrubbery. 

POOD. Insects. , ^ 

VOICE and calls. As in 1489. 

BREEDiNo, Season^ May to July, Akr/,-“domcd or deep cup-shaped, 
loosely made of rather coarse grass outside, liner inside, without true lining 
but often tvith a feather or two; placed in tufts of grass or in low scrub, 
usually within f. ,50 cm from the ground, well concealed. Eggs, S or 4, 
white, lightly frecldcd with pinky red or brick-red, with a tendency to form 
a ring or cap at the large end. Average size of 50 eggs 18-4 X 13-9 mm 
(Baker). 

Museuu Diaonosu. Sec Field Clharactert and Key to the Subspecies. For 
details of plumages sec Baker, loc. ciL 

sieasvreuents 

kVing B8I Tarsus Tail 

(ftosn fcathen) 


09 


50-58 \ 
52-55/ 


lO-Il 18-19 46-53 I 

(Wing NBK, Ludlow; rest Baker) 


Bill from skull e. 15 mm 
Weight 1 (? 10 g (SDR). 

coLOuas OF BARE FARTS. Iris broum. Bill dark brown to black. Legs and feel 
fleshy vcllow to pale brown. 

1491. Largebilled Bnsb Warbler. Brad/ptcivs major major (Broolcs) 
Dumcticola nw/or firoob, 167J, Proc. Asiaf. Soc, Bengal: 210 (Cwhinif) 
Baker, FBI No. 808, Vol. 2: 403 
plate 83, fig. 13 

Locxi, NAMU. TiktikpiUa (Kagan Valley); CAiAi mrta (Ladakh), 

SIZE. Sparrosv — ; length c. 13 cm (5 m.). 
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FZ£u> characterSa Above, oUve-brown. A short palo sxipercUium aad a 
pale eye-ring’ Below, chin and throat white, the latter spotted with brovra, 
more heavily so at base. Breast and tinder tail-covcrts fulvous; sides of breast 
and flanks olive-brown; centre of belly white. Sexes alike. 

DoubtfliUy distinguishable from 1489 unless in the hand. Sec Key to the 
Species. 

STATUS, DisTjoBunoN and habitat. Fairly common, vertical migrant. 
The extreme western Himalayas from Gilgit and the Indus Valley (Kagan) 
east through Ladakh (to Upshi) and Kashmir (to the Sum Valley). Breeds 
between 2400 and 3600 m, arriving on its summer grounds in’ early June. 
Winters down to c. 1200 m. Affects low thorny scrub {Lonicera, Hippephae) 
interspersed with rank grass, bracken and tangled herbage fringing the 
forest, and irrigated crops (barley etc.). 

This species and B. thoracicus are presumably allopatric and have the 
same habits; study of their distribution between Kashmir and Garhwal is 
desirable, 

ExiralimitaL The species extends to the Kun Lun range and ivestem 
Astin Tagh. 

GENERAL HABITS. A skulkcr, scuttling off like a mouse at amazing speed 
through the rootstocks of the grasses and diflicult to flush; when forced to 
By will drop again into cover after a fciv hurried metres. When alarmed 
flicks Its tail and wngs, 

FOOD. Insects. 

voics and Calls, AJarm-notc, a grating trr. Song said to be * strictly 
that of a Locustella * (Brooks) j described as a scries of stridulant monotonous 
clicks' (up to 200 tvithout a break) at a rate of about three per second, 
rendered as chipi'Cldjn^hlpi . , , or clipper-clipper-clippcr ^ , (Whisfler, Osmas- 
ton). Usually ottered from the topmost twig of a bush. 

BREEDiNo. Season, June and July. Piesi, a deep cup of grass lined wth 
finer stems and a few hairs, resembling that of I^cusUlla) placed very near 
the ground at the base of some low shrub. Very difficult to find as the owner 
usually runs through the grass on leaving the nest. Eggs, 3, or more often 4, 
pinHsh, spotted all over but cspcdally at the broad end with bright 
cotta, wth a few underlying markings and octsisionaliy very tlun black 
lines. Average size of 34 eggs 18-9 x 14'3 ram (Osmaston). 

Museuu DuoNom. See Firid Charactm and Key to the Speaes. 

Young, like adult but upperparU browner; underparts pale yellow, throat 
spots indistinct and cloudy; flanks washed with ochraceous-olivc. 

ueasureuents 

Wing • Bill Tarsus Tad 

(from skull) 

5^5 C.18 2U22 59-63 mm 

^ ^ (Hartcrt) 

coLOOta OF BARE FARTS. Iris pslc browR. BUI: upper mandible brownish black, 
lower brownish flesh. I-egs and feet pale brownish fleah. 
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1492 . Casintse Bnsh Warbler. BrafypUrus Urssaamskm laesanewskm 
/Strinljoc) 

LaeusUlla tacsanotcskia Swinhoe, 1871, Proc. Zo<if. Soc. London: 35 j 
(Trambaicalia) 

Baker, FBI No. 809, Vol. 2; -104 
p/afe S3, fig. 15 
W?CAL NAMES. Nonc rccoxdcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length r. 14 era (51 in.)» « ■ ■ i 

HELD ciiARACTERi. Akni, russct olivc-htown; a short, narrow wlui.sli 
superdlium. Bchw, chin and throat whitish, the latter with a few brown 
specks. Rest ofundeiparts buftish suffused with pale brown on breast and 
flanks. Sexes alike. 

DifficuU to identify unless in the hand, 

FTATm, DISTRIBUTION and UABiTAT. Winter vKttor. 

‘Bhutan duars’ (MandelU) and eastern Ncp-al tcrai 
783-4; Fleming & Traylor. Fiddiam 35; 541). In v.csv of its skuR.ng .and 
lu. mnrr froonent than the records indicate. Affects stubble 



Irccding 


rn Winter 


as and bushes, standing rice untd cut, and rMd-Ws, 
ains only, bfiy be capccted between ^ 

Veqvients iKrsiln, undergrowth and grassy glades m open 
n f. 2800 to 3600 m, VmiseV to Ununlmd 

silal. Breeds in a^frorn norsbrra 

:tnt paru of northern China and ^“■'Soha. aW i 
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1951 ; 563) and northern Yunnan (Likiang Mts, specimens collected by 
J. F. Rock), The subspecies chd (Yen) 1933 was described on specimens 
collected on Yab Shan, Kwangsi, in June, Winters in southern China, 
northern Indochinese countries and southern Burma, 

CENURM- HABITS. Very skulking, restless and difficult to observe. 
Escapes by creeping on the ground among grass roots and under small 
bushes. On being flushed, rises a little but settles again almost at once to 
resume the creeping. 

FOOD, Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A call-note similar to but recognizable from that ot 
tocusUlla larxeolaia (1544) which frequents the same grounds. In the breeding 
season has a stridiilant song reminiscent of that of LocusUlh naetna (1545) 
but shorter. 

MustUM thAGNOus. Scc Field Characters and Key to the Species. Tail obsolctcly 
cross-rayed above, with white shafts to the feathers below. 

Young, yellowish buSTbclow, and slightly paler than adult above. 

utAnmEStE^rrs 

tVing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

52-56 e. 14 r.20 53-^58 mm 

(MD, Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis palc bfown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, 
lower yellowish, brown at tip. Legs and feet flesh colour. 

1493. Brown Bash Warbler, BtdiypUrm luUoventns iuieorfntris (Hodgson) 

Triivra luUover.tris Hodgson, 1845, Proc, Zool. Soc. London: 30 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 811, Vol. 2: 406 
Plate 83, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAME. Dooliska-Uhik (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Ahou, Tufous-brown; a short pale superdUum and 
a pale eye-ring. Bdawj chin, throat and belly white tinged \rith buff on sides; 
throat sometimes with fine dark specks. Upper breast, flanks and imdcr 
tail-covcrts rufous-brown. Sexes ah'kc. 

STATUS, DETWBUTION and HABITAT. A vertical migrant, locally common. 
Nepal (probably extreme cast and not recorded since Hodgson), Sikkim, 
Bhutan, Aninachal Pradesh (tbalung, Pachakshiri area, and probably 
throughout the State) ; also Meghalaya in the Khasi and Cachar hills, 
Nagaland, Manipur (?) south to the Chin Hills of Burma. Breeds bet\s*cen 
2100 and 3300 m, in a lower zone than B. ihoracicus, but the rtvo species 
may occur on the same groimds. In the Khasi Hills breeds between 1200 
and i6(X) m and on Mt Victoria from 2500 m to the summit. Affects grassy 
downs, high grass- and bracken<overcd hillsides in treeless regions, but 
in the Khasi Hills frequents undergrowth of bushes, bracken and grass 
in pine forest. Winters in the foothills. 

Extends to central China, Fukien and northern Vietnam. 
Other subspedes in Vietnam, southeastern China, Formosa and Luzon. 

CE.VERAL HABITS. SkuUdiig; similar to those of other bush warblers. 
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FOOD. Insects. ‘ 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-notes Uck . . . Uck. Song, a very peculiar 
grating trill deceptively like that of a grasshopper (Heinrich). Described as 
a rapid repetition of two notes, a sort of screech followed by a sharp short 
■note, at the rate of Uvo or three pairs ofnotcs per second, frrrr-nl-rrrrr-tfl ; . . 
very slight pauses arc made every few seconds (Sraythies). Sings from a 
concealed perch near the ground. 

BREEDING. Seosojjf April to July. AVrf, usually a deep cup, somclimcs 
domed, made of grass blades with finer material inside; placed in bushes or 
dumps of grass, generally within a metre 
from die ground, sometimes a little higher; 
rarely on the ground, under a tuff of grass. 

normally 4, often 3, rarely 5, sshite to 
pale pink, marked uith reddish brown 
freckles or sometimes blotches, in some eggs 
coalescing to form a crown around the large 
end. Average size of 200 eggs 1 8 • 2 X 1 4 • 3 mm 
(Baker) . Building and incubation by both sexes but mostly by female ; period 
12 or 13 days. 

Museuu Diagnosis. Sec Fidd Characters and Kc>' to the Species. First primar>‘ 
(as.) about half the length of second. 

Young, like adult but underparts tinged with yellow. 

HEASUREMEKTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tamis 

Tail 

(?<? 

99 

51-54 T 
49-52 J 

c. 14 

c. 19 

55-56 mm 


(Stresemann, Ludlow, Baker) 

coLOtms OF BARE PARTS, Iris pale brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown 
or blackish, lower fleshy yellow. Legs and feet flesh colour, fleshy yellow to fleshy 
brovm. 

1494. Ceylon Bash Warbler. BradypUrus pclliscd (Blyth) 

Bradypteryx paliiitji Blyih, 1852, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 20: 178 (Ceylon) 
Baker. FBI No. 812, Vol- 2; 408 
Plate 83, fig. 9 

local names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length t. 14 cm (5J in.). 

FiEtiv CHARACTERS. Ahovt^ brosvtv. A pale grey superdUum and a pale 
eye-ring. Below^ throat ochraceous buff, a diagnostic character. Rest of 
underparts olive-grey, centre of belly pale yellowish. Sexes alike, except 
that male has red iris and female pale buff. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Endcmic to Ceylon. Common 
resident in the hills above 900 m, more common above c. 1300 m. Affects 
undcrgrotvth Strobilmthex and dwarf bamboo. in damp forest, occasionally 
venturing into tea-plantation where it borders the jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS. Skulks in dcnsc cover, creeping about the stems, 
seldom ascending more than a metre or two above the ground; continually 
flicks its tail. In the non-breeding season may be seen in small family parties. 
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FOOD. Gruljs, worms, green grasshoppers and dibcr insects. 

VOICT and CALU. Usually very silent, the only note being a low, single, 
explosive or qtz (Betts) — sometimes sounding more like (Henry). 

This also uttered on alarm, e.g. when nest is approached. In the breeding 
season, a queer, rather squeaky song of a few scattered notes given from a 
commanding position on a stem (Betts, Henry). 

EREEDiNc. Swon, Maxch to May, occasionally (second brood ?) in 
August-September. JVrjf, a d^p, substantial cup of moss, dead leaves and 
r^tlcts, lined with skeleton leaves; occasionally nests may be made of 
bamboo leaves Md lined with fine grass as is usual in other bush warblers; 
usually placed in a low shrub or clump of bamboo within a metre or so 
mom the ground, often near a forest path. Eggr, usually 2, pale pink, covered 
with fine pu^lc-brown specks often coalescing at the larger end; also numcr- 
Bre>» freckles. Average size of 5 eggs 21-7 x 16' I mm 
{Phillip). A dose sitter; when disturbed the birds scuttle about under 
Wtt in ffic immediate vidnity continually uttering their alarm-notes. 
Feeding of young by both sexes. Share in other dudes not determined. 

Museum DiAcsosa. See Held Characters. 


like adult but rufous throat replaced by wlutish, the feathers tipped 
With olive-grey; rest ofunderparu more yellow. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bai 

Taom 

Tail 

4 (?«? 61-64 

(from skull) 
ie-19 

25-28 

65-70 mm 

2 9 9 60, 61 

18 

24,26 

65 mm 

Weight 1 o’ 9 g (SDR). 



(H4V) 


couiURs OF BARE PARTS. Iru rtd-brown to bright red (d*), pale buff (9). 
I . tipper mandible black, lower paler and greyer. Legs and feet purplish brown 
or mauve-gre^*. 

Genus Lusciniola Gray 

iMsnrJota Gray, 1841, lijt Gen. Bds., 2nd ed.,: 28. T>-pc, b>' tnonotjpy, 
Sjbia nelcrxpoien (Tcmminck) 

1st i^imary (as.) lets than half length of 2nd, which reaches almost to tip of wing. 
Tan with 12 rtctrices, rounded, neariy as long as wing. Bill and pointed. Rictal 
bristlo mall, cot obvious. 

1495. Mosistx^ed Sedge 'Warbler. Lascimola melerj^gpn 
Madardsx 

iwaewXa rnr^c Madarisa, 1903, VorliuC neuen Rohraingcr [a IcaflctJ 
(Transcaspia and Persia =s Tedjen in Transcaspia, and Khorasan 
and Seistan in Iran) 

Baker, FBI No. 821. VoL 2: 418 
Plate 85, fig, 10 
kamzs. None recorded. 

Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Abov<, rufous-browTi stfcakcd with dark brown. 

Crown and nape black, the feathers edged vrith 
rufous-browTi. A conspicuous white supercilium. 
Below, throat and upper breast white; rest of 
imdcrparts cream-buff. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTJosunoN and HABITAT. Fairly 
common winter visitor; partly resident and brccd- 
y 1 ing v’cry locally but often overlooked; thus 

distribution imp^cctly known. Baluchistan, Sind, 
the flood plains of the Indus R, sptem in Punjab, and western Gangetic 
Plain south through eastern Rajasthan (Bharaipur) to Madhya Pradesh 
(Schorc) and Gujarat (Kathiawar, Kutch). Breeds in Baluchistan (around c. 


iMscinhfa mefonopogon mimica 



{ v-I iVintcr range HH Breeding records 

S0*N. — Meinertzhagen cpjtd Ticchurst, JBNHS 31 : 697); drcurastantially 
also in Punjab (Gurdaspur disL, Currie, ibid. 24: 603) and Kurmma terai 
(Lalkua, Smythies, ibid. 44: 295). Affects reed-beds and partially submerged 
rush and tamarisk thickets around jheels (or dhsrjs) and rivers. 

Exireliffdlal. Breeds from the Caspian Sea to Russian Turkestan and 
south to Iraq, southern Iran and Afghanistan. The spedcs extends west 
through the hiediterranean countries to Spain and Tunisia. 

Afigrdwn, Arrives on its winter groun«is m August-September, leaves in 
Islarch, some individuals bdng still seen in April, Movements take plat* 
in Miutli and September. Noted on passage In Chagai (Baluchistan) 
and Kohat (N\V. Frontier Pnn*mce) up to 1400 m. 

GENERAL HABITS. Creeps about among partially subm erg ed reeds and 
bushes m search of food, frequently e x po si ng itself on reed tops on rnhty 
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hisKts from the surface of water or mud. dmgmg 

Or It hops among the rootstocks m the quest with tail cocked like a robin or 
bluest Is a great skulker, but at times sviU remain strangely uncon- 
cemed by the dose proximity of an immobile observer. 

VOICE and calls. A pleasing song that may be heard from early 
February; ^-note, a shatp rtei ■ similar to the noise made in cocking 
a gim (Whistler). 

BREEDmo. Little known ivithin our limits.'^ranm. May and June JVtsl 
a deep, cujvshaped structure of dead reed stalks placed in deme tangled 
sedges ^owmg m ivater. £ggx, 3 or 4, evenly speckled with olive-brown and 
ashy, almost obscunng the ground. 

Museum Diagnosis, See Field OhiirsictcTs. 



Wing and Tail from below, X c. 1 
(After Hartcrt) 


Young, crown blackish, the feathers edged with brown. Upperparts paler 
fulvous brown than adult with a few bold black marks or> mantle and scapulars 
Wmgs as adult but edges of coverts and terdals more fulvous. Broad first primary 
and narrower rcctriccs. Postjuvcnal moult complete. 

1<EASUR£UENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tail 



(from skull) 


I?!? 

60-65 

c. 16 

54-57 nun 

99 

60-63 

f. 16 

49-55 nim 


Tarsus c. 20 mm'(Balcer). 

Weight 12 (wintrr) 8-5-13 (av. ll) g — SA. 

COLOURS OFBARE PARTS. Iris bfovm. Bill brown, fleshy at base of lower mandible. 
Legs and feel olive-brown. ^ 


Genus Cisticola Kaup 

Cistuola Kaup, 1829, Skiza. Eotwickl, Nat. Syst: 119. 

Type, by monotypy and tautonymy, Sylvia cuHccla Temminck « 

Sylvia jancidis Ra£in«que 

First primary (as.) very small. BUI slender and pointed. Rictal brisUcs (two) 
short. 


Key to the Speciea 


Tips of all rectrices dull fulvous, indistinct C txilis 30 

Tips of outer rcctriccs nearly white, broad C. junddis 33 
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Cbticoia exhjs (Vigors S: Honadd) 

Key to the Sahepedes 

A Crown unstreaked 

1 Crown deep rufous C. ». cyUmxtphd/i summer 

2 Crown orange-vellow _. C. e. tyUni o"' summer 

B Crown streaked 

3 Rufous more prominent than black on crou-n 

C. f. eiyihrocephela ^ winter, 9 

4 Black more prominent than rufous on crown 

• * ■ • - C. f. tytlfri d' winter, 9 

1496. Redheaded Fantasl Warbler, Cisticolc exilu trylhroctphala Blyth 

Cisticola aythrocephala Blylh, 1851, Jour. Aslat. Soc. B<*ngal 20: 523 
' (Nilgiris) ' 

Baker, FBI No. 822, Vol. 2: 420 

LOCAL NAMES. Ttdni-jUta (Tclugu)*,A'Vff>oHan (Malayalain) j Forcldn diida (Tamj)). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). ^ 

FIELD CRUtAcrERS. , A duTunutivc t\‘arblcr of grassy hill slopes. 

Male (adult), summer. Ahve^ crown rufous. Back boldly streaked trith 
black. Tail blade narrotvly tipped ^^^th buff. Belaw, ochraccous buff, centre 
of belly white. 

The unstreaked rufous crown distinguishes it from C. junddis. 

Male, \vintcr and Female. AbovCt cro^^m and back boldly streaked tsiih 
y black. T^ brown, obsolctcly cross-raycd and narrowly tipped with buff. 
BeloWf whitish buff, darker on flanks, white on belly. Tail greyish trith bbek 
subtcrminal spots. 

Distinguished from C. junddis by the rufous-brown nticlial collar and by 
the longer tail being tipped tvith greyish buff (p. white). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident in the hills of 
southern India from the High Range of Kerala to the Palnis, and north to 
the Biligirirangans and Brahmagiris. Farther north there arc but three 
records: Ahmcdnagar (central Maharashtra), Balaghat (south-central M.P.) 
and Sagar (north-cent^ M.P.). In the southern hills, occurs above c. 9(X) m. 
Affects tall coarse grass, and {o\f StToh\lanlkts and bracken scrub on open 
. hill slopes alternating wdth sholas. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1497. 

BREEDiNO. Unrecorded. Stoson^ from circumstantial evidence (juveniles) 
November and December (SA), and May to August (Lynes, Ibis 1930,- 
Supplement: 201). 

Museum Diacnosis. See Field Characters and Key to the Subspecies. For details 
of plumages sec Baker, loc. cit. 

Young has the black markings of upperparts less extensive and less well defined 
Dnderparu pale sulphur.yeUow washed with buff on flanks. 

Bill ■ Tarsus 

(from skull) 

11-12 ^ 19 

11 — 


Tail 

(winter dress) 
48-56 mm 
46. 54 mm 
(HW) 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

4 d'd' 46-51 

2 9 9 43,45 
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Cisticola axUis 



' nn tf^dkaccpkalat isolated reeordi. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris tan or light brown. Bill: upper mani'blc homy 
brown, lower pale yellowish brown. Legs and feet fleshy white to fleshy brown. 

1497. Yellowlieaded Fantall Warbler. Cisticoh sxilis Jerdon 
Cisticola jerdon, 1863, Bds. India 2: 176 (Dacca, Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 823, Vol. 2 : 420 • 

Plate 85, fig. 22 

LOCAL NAMES, tdl str-phutkt (Hladi); Titi-dcotiska (CzchiTi). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in, 1496, q.v, Scc Key to the Subspecies and 

Museum Diagnosis, ^ » on. 

CTATUS DISTRIBUTION and . HABITAT. Rcsidoit, locally common. Ihc 

Kumaon tcrai (Smythio, JBNHS 44: 292-3), Nepal terai (R^d & Fleming 
Fuldiana 41 ; 169) and fixim northern Bengal east through the Bhutan and 
Anmachal foothills, the plains of the Brahmaputra in Assam, Nagatod (?), 
ManipuT-, Bangladesh south to the Chittagong region. Breeds m 
colonies, mostly at the base of the hills up to e. 800 m, locaUy up to 12M ro 
and in the adjacent plains. Extends more over the pUms m svmter. Affects 

tall grass areas. . * . . a • . 

EStralimilal Burma. The species ranges through southeast Asia to 
Formosa, the Philippines. New Guinea and northern Australia. 

OENERAL HAErts. Keeps singly or in loose parties among uU 
Seldom shows itself liut from time to time mounts to the top of a blade. 
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giving assay its presence. If svalked up, a surprising number m.ay often b 
flushed one by one in the same patch of pound, though an observer ma 
svander great distances through svhat appears an equally suitable habits 
before meeting another colony. When forced to rise, pops out of cover who 
almost trodden on, flies a fesv metres hurriedly and dives headlong into th 
grass, quickly weaving its svay through the tangled stems so that, iffurtlie 
pressed, h rises again from .quite a different spot to where it disappeared 
The tail is constantly flicked open like a fan. . ■ ^ 

Displaj. The male circles over its territory in a characteristic flight. Th 
take-off is straight but then the bird begins to spiral, mouating stcadil 
upward for fifty metres or so. At this point it circles for varying period' 
sometimes five minutes or more, in a scries of very rapid (hovering) wmg 
beats followed by a pause svith wings closed, resulting in a gentle dip. Th 
descent b an almost, vertical nose-dive at astonishing speed, the bin 
flattening out when only a few metres above the ground and returning t' 
its perch on a reed-stem with stvift, darting, erratic flight. During the whol 
performance the bird utteis its characteristic song, a wheeze or nasal b eal 
likened to the twang of a taut rubber-band, followed after an interval b> , 
Uouid explosive bell-like note, rendered by Lj-ncs as scrmrrr .... .JIk 
repeated at seycral seconds’ intervab ad lib. During the take-off, an 
irain during the descent, a series of short staccato nasal, monotonous blmt 
is uttered. Both song and flight are quite different from those of C.jur.^d« 
The dbplay of exilis is faster, smoother (not nearly so jerky or undulating) 
generally much more sustained and at a considerably pcaicr heigh 

(Smythies). Alarm-note, a scolding 

According to Lynes, this species has a blunt, erectile crest, sprc.id like . 
little mop in courtship or alarm; mention of this character is absent front ai 
accounts of its habits. 

rooD. Ants and other small insects. 

VOICE and calls. Scc Display, abos'c. 

BREEDmo. Sranm, April to August. AVi(, of two typt^the common^ 
a fragile cup fixed to the side of an upright broad leaf. The matenah, 
fine ^ stLs, arc forced through holes made by the beak in vanou, part 
of thll^and then knotted with tufts of flowering grass ^ 

The other type b an oval or purse-hke structure of very fuic g , , 

^e f^fretTcnds of the same. £gji, normally 4. ^cas.onally 5 bngh.bta 
marked wiA red-brown blotches, spots and specks, practically con n 
the larger end; very similar to tliosc of the Tailor 

120 ero 14-8 X 11 -4 mm. Building ofnest by both sexo. though male ) 

brin^he material to the female. Both birds incubate but male much les 
than female; period eleven da^x (Baker). 

Moszm. DtAOSosis. Diffcn from C. e. 

the crown a paler orange-yellow, at all being broader W 

more pronounced and the upperparts darker, the black centres being 

bolder, the rufous edges less wide. 
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Tail of non^brceding birds longer than in breeding dress. Prenuptial moult in 
spring involves all Jcalbers except \ring*covcrts. Postnuptial moult complete, 

U2A5uacMe>m 

Wing Tail 

summer winter 

9 44^7 25-26 . 46-48 mm 

(Baker) 

BUI and tarsus as in 1496. 

COLOURS or BARE PAR'TS. As in 1496. 

CisiicoLA jUNCiDis (Rafincsquc) 

Key to the Snbspecies 

A Paler C. j. cvrntans 

B Darker and more ricHly coloured • 

1 BUI and size as in A C. j. salmudit 

2 Bin as in A; size smaller, wing average 50 mm C.j. mal^a 

3 Bill stronger and longer; 12 mm or over, size laigcr, ^sing average 

e. 54'mm C.j. omaluri. 

1498. Streaked Fantasl Warbler. Cisticohjtmcidis cursitans (Franklin) 

Prinia atrsitans Franklin, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 118 
'(between Calcutta and Benares) 

Baker, FBI No. 825 (part), Vol. 2: 422 ' 

Plate 85. fig. 20 

LOCAL. NAMES. Gfioski-phulkit GfvUki’Pitpiti (IRndi) ; Khergusa (Bhagalpur); Tiintunia 
(Monghyr); Tedrv-jitta (Tclugu), 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. iO cm (4 in.). . 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A tiny nifous-brown ^va^ble^ boldly streaked with 
black above, with a prominently ^vlute-tipped fan-shaped tail. 
Underparts whitish buff, darker on flanks. Sexes alike. 

Absence of nuchal collar, and broader whitish tips to rectriccs, 
dbtinguish it from C. extlis (1496-7), 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. A common and wide- 
spread resident, subject to local movements. Pakistan, Nqial, 
Bangladesh and India from the Himalayan foothills south to 
Kanyakumari (except for the range of salimoln), and Ceylon 
in the low-country Dry zone (Phillips, 1958, SZ 28: 191). 
Intcrgrades wth mal/^a in Lfenipur and adjacent regions. Absent from 
desert tracts; scarce in Tamil Nadu. Ascends the bilb up to c. 1400 m, locally 
to 1900 m (Himalayas) and 1800 ra (Meghalaya and southern India). 
Affects tall grass and reed-beds, especially along the margins of tanks, 
lagoons, tidal creeks, svet paddyhelds, and also open, dry grasslands and 
crops of cereals, lucerne, sugarcane, etc. Paddyficlds have probably attracted 
this spedcs into the Himalayan vallc)*s where they are its almost exclusive 
habitat. 

ExtralimtaL The spedcs ranges from Africa and southern Europe 
through southern Asia to China, Japan and south to northern Australia. 
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Clst/cofa Junddh 



airsitms (1498). HI stdimalii {1499). 

EIZ3 omalura {1500). mala^a {1500a). 


MIGRATION and MOVEMENTS. Mostly a summer visitor to N.W.F.P., 
northern Punjab and Nepal Valley (March or April to September). In 
other parts of its range it is subject to local, somewhat unpredictable and 
erratic movements with seasonal conditions, mainly rainfall or drought, 
affecting its habitat. In some areas may be a \vintcr visitor only (e.g. 
Khandesh) while in others (Ghazipur, Mhow) it is a summer visitor, some- 
times disappearing without visible reason. Mostl) a resident in southern 
India, Bangladesh and Assam. 

cenerXl HABITS. Kccps singly or in loose ‘ colonics * of 10 to 15 birds. 
Skulks among grass and herbage, making short low flights when flushed 
and pitching quickly into the stems again. Feeds on or near the ground, 
seldom flitting about or on to tops of bushes or grass clumps in the manner 
of wren-warblers. Fhght jerky, undulating — - similar to that of Primes. 

Display. Has a rambling, mounting flight, in which the white-lipped 
fanned tail is conspicuous — each upward motion accompanied by a sharp 
characteristic zit or chip^ sounding in the distance remarkably like the snip 
of a barber's scissors. This also uttered from a grass rip at the rate of c. 
3 chips in 2 seconds. Sometimes skims over the vegetation, at other times 
rises high in the air in erratic zigzags, flying in wide circles and suddenly 
nose-diving after a while to alight gently on a grass blade. 

FOOD. Insects: small grasshoppers, weevils, tenebrionid beetles, ants, 
aphids and caterpiftan identified among stomach contents (Mason & 
Lefroy, 1912). Also takes spiders and, rarely, some green tender seeds. 
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VOICE and calls. One alarm-call is an cxdled, rapid (Lyncs), 

Song; sec Display, above. Very silent outside the breeding season. 

BREEDiNo. Season, correlated wth the rains and availability of suitable 
ground vegetation. Over most of peninsular India breeding starts in May, 
in Assam in March and in Sind in April or even as early as February, and 
generally lasts till October; in Ceylon breeds most of the year with a peak 
period about June. Two or three broods may be reared. //es(, of two types: 
the more common is a small, cylindrical, narrow purse of fine grass-stems 
town together, fastened with cobweb and vegetable down. The other type 
is a deepish ov^ pouch, the small end up ^vith a large entrance at the lop; 
felted inside with vegetable do^vn. It is fastened to several stems of grass 
which arc incorporated with the nest materials, thus reinforcing the other- 
wise flimsy structure; usually hidden in the base of grass tufts and seldom 
more than half a metre or so above the ground — sometimes in clumps of 
rushes standing in water. Often several nests in a restricted patch, in a 
scattered colony. Eggs, in most of the Peninsula generally 5, sometimes 
4 or 6, in Assam normally 4, often 5, in Ceylon mostly 3 or 4; ground 
colour usually white, sometimes pale blue, speckled, spotted or sometimes 
blotched wth pale red or ^cd-b^o^vll. Average tize of 400 eggs 
15 X 11 '5 mm (Baker). Building of nest and incubation by both sexes 
though more by female; period ten days. Often brood-parasitized by 
cuckoo (C. earufnu) in Assam — Baker, JBNHS 17; 792, 876. 

Museum Diagnosis. SeekeystothcSpecicsandSubspeciesjfordetallsofplainage 
1^^ rit. Winter plumage rather lighter in colour, superriliuzn more dearly 
defined. Complete moult in May (Sind). 

Young (juN’crule) resembles adult in winter plumage but underparts yellowish 
and upperparts more streaked with ochraceous, espedally on head. 

For differences from soltmaliif emaluea and mdUya, see 1499, 1500 and 1500a 
respe cti vdy. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tan 


(from skull) 



48-55 

10-11' 

19-20 

31-43 mm 

45-55 

11-12 

18-19 

29-43 mm 


(SA, HW, Rand & Fleming) 

Tan, summer: 36-40; winter 41-47 mm (Tic^unt) 

Weight 1 o' (June) 8 g — GD; 2 00 ? (March) 6, 7 g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris hazcl-brown, ^ve-brovm or straw-coloured. 
BQl; upper mandible brown, lower flesh; mouth black In stnnmer, fleshy pink in 
winter. Legs and feet flesh-coloured. 

1499. Kerala Strealced Fantail Warbler. CSs^lajxsid&s salanaEi 
%Vhistlcr 

GsdcdajsfievBs sslmdii WTustler, 1936, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 38: 487 
(Pccnaade, Travancorc) 

Baker, FBI Na 825 (part), Vol. 2z 422 

LOCAL NAME. PgtsppetSa.t (Mala)*alam). , » 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 


FIELD characters. As in 1498, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Common resident in Kerala from 
the low country to 2100 m. Affects paddyficlds, tall grass especially where 
mobt or waterlogged, and nvampy depressions among the hilltops. 
general habits, food and voice. As in 1498. 

BREEDING. Scoson, August to March. Kesl and eggs as in 1498. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from cursilans in being darker, more richly coloured. 
Rump bright reddish brown (e. rufous) and flanks washed with bright rufous. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 

5 ti’d' (summer) 

51-56 

(from styll) 

II 

19 

33-34 mm 

6 cTd’ (winter) 

47-53 

11 

19 

37-40 mm 

5 9 9 (summer) 

45-49 

11 

is-;9 

33-37 mm 

499 (winter) 

46^9 

11 , 

17-18 

35-40 mm 





(HW) 

COLOXmS OF BARE 

PARTS. 

Iris pale bazel-brov^Ti or pale 

olive-brown. BUI 


upp^ mandible and tip of lower pale homy brown; commissure and rest of lower 
mandible pinkish flesh; mouth pink, brownish pink or pale yellowish flesh, in some 
individuals streaked or blotched with brown (seasonal variations? See 1498). Legs 
and feet pale brownish flesh; clavm duskier. 


1500. Ceylon Strealced FantaU Warbler. Cisticola junddis omalura Blyth 

Cisticola emaJura BlyXh, 1851, Jour. Asial. Soc. Bengal 20; 176 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 826, VoL 2 : 424 

LOCAL NAMES. TdiocolA-kundlS (Sinhala); Ttha-^iZruri, Veycldn (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As In 1498, q.v. 

status, diftribution and habitat. Subspecies endemic to Ceylon. 
Common resident in the low-coimtry Wet zone and Hill zone up to over 
2100 m. Affects padd>’fie3ds, swamps and tall grassland. Very common in 
SaUcoTToa and otiier salt-marsh herbage in northern coastal areas (Jaffna 
district). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1498. 

breeding. Season, most of the year but with two peak periods: March- 
April and July to September. AVrt, as in 1498. Eggs, 3 or 4, sometimes 5, 
similar to those of cizrsitdns. Average size of 50 eggs 15*7 X 11 *9 mm 
(Phillips}. 

Museum DiAONOta. As richly coloured as seOruIii but distinguished br its . 
much larger bill. Complete moult takes place in October. 


MZASUSZaCLNTS 



'Sing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Twins 

TaU 

d'ri’ 

50-58 

12-14 

20-21 

36-42 mm 

09 

49-50 

12-13 

19-20 

36-39 mm 
(HW) 


Weight 1 (? 8 g (SDR). 


C30LOUM OF BARE FARTL. As in 1499, 
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1500a. Mri«y Streaked FantaU Warbler. Cislmla junHdis mal^a Lyn« 

CU^laj:«HdU Lyno, 1930, rtb, Suppl.: 92 (KJaag, Malay Penmwia) 
Not in Baker, FBI 
w>cai. NAkGS. None recorded, 
czE. -Sparrow - ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.), 
muj CHARACTEKS. As in 1498, q.v. 

Common resident. The Nicobar 
btods (Car Nicobar, Tnnkat, Camorta and Great Nicobar). Affects grass 

E^alimtcl, Lower Burma, Thailand, Mhlay Peninsula. Sumatra and 
western Java. 

GENERAL HABITS, POOD and VOICE. As in 1498 ^ 

BR^nro. Unrecorded. Ptesuimbly as in 1498, but season apparently 

July to January (from orcumstanljal evidence of plumage). 

Museum Diaonoso. Similar to airtiUmi but more richly coloiired. Pattern 
stronger and colour markedly richer throughout. See Key to the Subspecies. 

Young shows much more yeUow around chin and breast than curntma and has 
more prominent streaks on bead. 

SfEA5UR£SfENT9 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

Nicobars (decidedly larger) ‘ 

3 d’d' 51-53 12-13 

Burma, Thailand, West Sumatra 
10 t?d' 45-53 11-12 

3 9 9 43-46 11-12 


Tarsus 


18-20 


Tail 


40-45 


mm 


18-20 

17(3) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Unrecorded, probably as in ctnntms. 


30-40 mm 
34 (3) nun 
(MD) 


Genus Prinia Horsfield 

PtMa Horsfield, 1821, Trans. Linn. Soe. London 13: 165. Type, by raonotypy, 
Prima /amUarir HonfieJd 

i’ura Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res, 19; 183. Type, by original designation, Sttyj 
eriniger Hodgson t 

Latidlla Biyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 596, new name for Ewyctrau 
Baird, 1843. Type, by monotypy, E. Imnesii Biyth 

FraMima ‘ Biyth ’= Jerdon, 1863, Bds. India 2: 186. Type, by monotypy, Priiia 
huehofiam Biyth 

Cf. Dcignan, H. G., 1942, Smith. Mise. Coll. 103: 1-12 


Key to the Species 


I Upperparts streaked 

A Undcrparls ashy white.'. 


Page 

74 

B Underparts buff. 


II Upperparts not streaked 

C Belly lemon-yellow 


66 

72 

D Throat black 
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Not as C or D 

a Crown and nape dark grey or slaty 

1 Forehrad usually with some rufous P. ckmenpUh 

2 No rufous on forehead 

b Crown not dark grej* 

' 3 Belly white or creamy white 

i Crown rufous P. Jenienem' 

u Crown sandy brown concolorons with back 

a* Crown streaked P. frerilu 

b* Grown not streaked 

o' laargerj tarsus usually 22 mm or more, bill (from skull) 
14 mm or more; upperparts earthy bro>vn with white 
outer rectrices (stunmer) or.warm rufous brown (winter) 

, P. ^Iratiia 

o Smaller; tanus usually 21 mm or less, bill (from skull) 
14 mm or less; upperparts earthy brown, outer rcctriccs 

pale brown 

ui A grey pectoral band p. hodgnmi pfftorelis 

4 BcUyochraceous (Ccibn race) 

iv Tail grey, pectoral band present or absent P. hdgionii 

(continental races) 

V TaU rufous ru/cjms 


Page 
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46 


52 

45 


1501, Rnfons Wren-Warbler, Prima rujestens nifescem Biyth 

ft*.(m£o) Tvfescens Biyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16; 456 
(Arracan) 

Fraj^klinie ntftsctns atuieni Baker, 1924, Bull. Brit, Om. Cl. 44: 39 
(Lhota, Nagn Hills) 

Froiklinia raftscens assamensis Baker, 1924, Fauna Brit, Ind., Bds. 2t 427. 

Aow. nud. 

Baker, FBI No. 829, Vol. 2: 427 
‘ 7>late 84, fig. 16 

tDCAL NAME. Daonsda gojao (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 11 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A slim, skuUdng wrcn-warblcr wth a long gra- 
duated black-and-white-tippcd tail carried almost erect and incessantly 
shaken up and down. 

Above (inclucBng tail), rufous bro>vii; croAvn and nape ashy brown in 
summer, almost concolorous with back in winter. Lores and supercilium 
buff. A pale eyc-rim. Below^ pale buff, more ochraceous on flanks and lower 
belly. Sexes alike. ^ 

Recognized by its rufous back and tail. The very similar P. hdgfonii 
(1503) has a grey tail (also black-and-white-tipped), a shorter supercilium 
and, in summer, a diffuse grey band across the breast. P. sitbjkra (151 1) is 
sand-coloured above (including tail which Jacks the while terminal spots), 
nearly white below, P. ^IvaHca (1521) is darker above and has a browm tail. 
P. socialis (1517) has a grey crown, white lores but no supercilium. P. 
eirmtocepiUo (1507) has a grey c^o^vn, blackish lores and a narrow rufous 
supercilium. 
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STATUS, DisTBiBtmoN and HABITAT. Common resident. Nepal (one 
Hodgson specimen), Sikkim, Bhutan, Anmachal Pradesh (?}, the Patkai 
Range, Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya and Mizoram; Bangladesh south 
to the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Also northeastern Orissa in the Simlipal 
hill< (Mukhegee, Rec, Indian Mus. 50: 166). Br^ds in the footlulls up to 


PrinlQ r. tufcscens 



IMstributional range 


c. 1200 m (Sikkim) and up to 1800 m, mostly 500-1200 ra in the eastern 
hills. Affects long grassland or patches of light grass under groves of 
deciduous trees, and low Eupalarium and other weeds and scrub on openly 
forested hillsides, terraced cultivarion, fringes of forest and secondaiy growth. 
More of a forest bird than P, hodgsotni, though it seldom nests imidc forest. 
Exlralimital. Extends cast to Vietnam. Other subspecies in southern 

Thailand and Malaya. , 

' general HABITS. Ktcps Mugly, in pairs or small p^cs. Seldom shows 
itsclfexccpt for momentary glimpse as it make short, jerky fhghb of a fw 
metre to ^vc into cover again. Thereafter its procncc is rcveidcd only by 
the slight movement of hebage which marks its progres through the ste^. 
Occarionally found in hunting partie wiA or other sk^ 

babblers. Habits very slTnilar to thee of Prinia hodgsamx (1503), q.v. 


UCE and CALLS. * A feeble utp (or sip), seep, seep . , . coiffusablc with 
j at lOnpiitiro fr^antha or Seicercus burkii* (SA). Described ^ « 
3 * harsh grating or chunmg trills, and a continual moaownom ehp, 
a double cMp-wee cAj>awr/Song smd to be similar to that of?, hdgsamt, 
no comparable description av^ble. 
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BREEbiNo. Season, April to September, chiefly May and June. AVif, 
similar to that of P, hodgsomi. Eggs also similar, but larger, and as a serie 
somewhat bluer. Average- size of 200 eggs 16»I X 11’8 mm (Baker). 
Building and incubation by both sexes. 

Museum Diaonosb. For detalb of plumages see Dcignan, loc. cit., p. 2. Dis- 
tinguished from P. hodgsonii as follows: 

Winter plumage 

P. hodgsonii P.rvfesem 

Upperparts duller, more olive; tail Upperparts brighter, more fulvous, 
grey-bro^vn tail bright fulvous 

Summer plumage 

Upperparts and tail uniform leaden Upperparts fulvous brown, crown and 
grey, wings washed with dull chestnut. nape leaden grey, wings washed with 

Underparts pale fulvous while, a lead- dull chestnut. Underparts fulvoiu 

en grey band across breast. white, warmer on sides of breast and 

flanks. 

P. rufeseens generally has a heavier bill. 

Young, like adult in fresh winter plumage but paler above and more or lesi 
washed wiA yellow on belly. 
msasvrzuznts 

Wing BiU Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) summer winter •' 

43-47 11 3CM7 , 48-67 mm 

^ ^ (Baker) 

BUI from skuU 12-13 mm (SA) 

Weight 8 d' 9 6-7 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OE BARE PARIS. Iris psls hrom. BiU black, edges of lower mandible 
paler. Ixgs and feet flcsh<olour. 

PRmiA BODOsoNU Biyth 

I^y to the Sobsperies ^ 

(there is of course complete intergradation) 

A Above olive-brown o . 40 

1 Above warm rufous oli\'e-brown. ...P.h. nfaa 

2 Above more greyish. : P.h.kodgjmii 

B Above slate-brown . » . ju 

3 Grey on breast in summer only. f • ft- clhgaleru 

4 Grey on breast the year round. ft- peeioiclis 

1502. Northern Ashy-grey Wren-WarHer. Pnida hodgsotdi rvfula 
' G<^win-Austcn 

Priido rvfxia Godwin-Auitcn, 1074, Proc 2ool- Soc. London: 47 
(Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 827 (part), Vol. 2 : 425 
uocal’ NAMES.. Voo pitti^ BeoHshapittt (Caehsn)* 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. ll cm (4| in.). r Vw the 

told cBARAcreRS. As in 1503. Distinguished from P. 

CTcv (r. nifous) tail, and in itimmcr by the cloudy grey band across 
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STATO, DisTRiBunoK and iiAETTAT. Common resident, locally subject to 
slight do%%'nv.*ard movements during cold weather. The Himalayan foot- 
hills from the Indus river cast to Arunachal Pradesh including the Sadiya 



cHxfptlcrU {*504}. BH ptctoralix {*505). 

Frontier tract; Nagaland, hlanipur, Meghalaya, Assam and most of Bangla- 
desh south to the Chittagong region; from the plains generally to c, 1200 m, 
locally up to 1600 m (Simla, Nepal) or 1800 m (Meghala>a); also breeds 
in the plains of Bangladesh and A^mu Affects scrub and grass jungle, 
forest clearings, cultivation and bushes in and around villages. A bird of 
bushes rather than grass. 

ExtredimUd. Burma. The species extends to Yunnan and Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in- 1503. 

VOICE and calls. A distincthre chnxhevxhgiB and a rapid, trilling 
ftruTT-ftrinr (Smythics). For description of song sec 1503. 

BREEDiKO. StasQTti coTTclatcd With the rains: mostly from mid June to 
September, but sometimes as early as April, especially in Assam. Two or 
three broods may be reared, a rough cup of grass and fibres built inside 
a broad, pendent leaf, rarely t^vo or three, the edg« of which are sewn 
together to form a cone. The nest and method of supporting it closely 
resemble the Tailor Bird’s, except that the structure is more globular and 
the cup usually not fined with felted flower-heads of grasses; normally placed 
less than half a metre or so fiom the ground. 3 or 4, very variable: 
white or pale blue, sometimes unspotted, more often marked with pale 
reddish to reddish brown specks and spots distributed fairly evenly over the 


whole surface. Unspotted ^gs arc much more common in the early part of 
the year than later. Out of 178 eggs laid in April-Jun^ 60 plain blue 
and 12 pl^ white; of 266 eggs seen in. July-Septcmbcr, oaIy9 were unspot- 
ted blue and 2 wtdtc (Baker). Average size of 400 ^gs 14*7 X 11*7 mm 
(Balccr). Building and incubation by both sexes; construction takes four to 
eight diays; eggs deposited before completion of nest. Incubation period ten 
or eleven days, generally the latter. 

Mdsecm Diagnosis. Summer plumage : Upperparts, hair brown tinged niTcs- 
cent on mantle, rump and upper taiI-co>*crts. Supraloral region concolorous with 
crow.Ti. Swollen edges of eyelid orange, tiny feathers of both eyelids slaty. Undciparts, 
white with a broad pectoral band and flanks deep ashy grey, the throat and centre 
of abdomen washed with cream. 

Winter plumage: Upperparts, dark olivaceous brown suffused with rufcscent, 
faintly on forehead, crown and nape, more strongly on mantle, conspicuously on 
rump and upper tail-^coverts. Supraloral streak ashy wlutc. Edges of c^ids neither 
swollen nor brightly coloured, the tiny feathers of the tipper eyelid mixed ashy, 
grey and 'white, those of the lower eyelid white. Underparts, white (more or less 
sullied with ashy grey on breast and upper flanks) washed with cream which poster-: 
iorly changes to light rufous cream (Dcignan). 

Diffcn from the peninsular kodgsordt (1503) in being a wanner ruftnis olive-brown 
above and on edges of wing; flanks washed with rusty cream. According to Tice- 
hurst &. \Vhisiler {This 1939: 762) birds from the Ifiinala>'an foothills have no 
pectoral band. 

For details on moults sec 1503, Tail shorter in smnmer, longer in winter (data 
not available but see 1504 for comparative measurements). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Taisus Tail 

(from skull) (Mamh to June) 


17 c?d’ 42-49 

2 9 $ 43, 48 


13-14 f. 20 (one) 45-55 mm 

13 — mm 


(BB) 

Weight o' 9 (winter) 5-7 g (SDR). 5 o'd' (March-April) 5*5-6‘8 g; 3 9 9 
(March-April) 5*5-6-5 g (GD). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris and edges of c>*clid3 dull brownish orange. Bill 
black. Legs and feet yellow; claws homy; soles white. 


1503. FranWin’s Asby-grey Wren-Warbler. Prinia hodgsonii hodgsomi 
Blyth 

Pr.(mia) //odfsorii BI^Th, IB44, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 376 
New name for Prrma grofilis Franklin, 1831, not (= Prwtia) 
Lichtenstein, 1823 

Prtnia gricilu Franklin, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 1 19 
(Mireapur District, restricted by Titthurst & kMiistlcr, Ibis 1939: 763) 

Prinia kodgami palUdior Koelz, 1950, Amer. Mus. NoviL, No. 1452: 8 
(Sihor, Kathiawar) 

Baker, FBI No. 827 (part), VoL 2: 425 
Plate 84, fig. 17 
tx>CAL NAME. PhSikx (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c, U cm (4^ in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS, A Small, rufous bro^vtl ^sTcn-warbler recognized 
mainly by its longish grey tail tipped with black and white. 
Sexes alike. 

P. buchanam has a rufous forehead, very dark bnnvn tail 
similarly falack-and-tvhite-tippcd) and ^vhite underparts, and 
is more terrestrial. P. sodclis has grey cro>vn and sides of head. 
For distinction from other unstreaked spedcs, sec 1501, Field 
>: «. 1 Characters. 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoK and HABITAT, Common resident. The 
Indian P enins ula between Pakistan and Bangladesh, and bet\vcen the ranges 
of rvfula ( Him a l a)*an foothills etc.) and atbogularis (soutb^vestc^^ India) ; in 
the plains and hills up to at least 1000 m. May be subject to local movements: 
occurs commonly in the plains of hladh^'a Pradesh during >vintcr but has 
been noted as absent during the rains. Affects scrub jungle \vith coarse grass 
and thom bushes, mango groves and deciduous forest with rank \mdcr- 
growih, gardens, bushes and hedgerows in cultivatioa, and to some extent 
bamboo jungle, mangrove swamps and reeds, 

general habits. Keeps singly or in pmrs during the breeding season, 
othensTse in roving parties of five to ten, sometimes up to twenty or more 
m^viduals. More gregarious than P. suhjlava but othenvisc very similar to 
it in habits. Works its way through undci^growth, hunts among twigs and 
foliage of small trees, and flits jerkily from bush to bush svith a constant 
flicking of the tail, the birds loosely following one another. Rather noisy and 
conspicuous in the breeding season \s'hen the males sing vriicmcntly from 
exposed situations. Pairs form between Maitb and May according to local 
weather conditions. 

Displi^. A li\*dy and spirited performance. The male mounts to a 
prominent perch on a bare tree- or bush-top and excitedly warbles his loud, 
squeaky song (see below). Another turn in the display consists of some 
sp^tacular acrobatics when the bird springs up in the air and executes a 
senes of vertical wave-crests and steep nose-dives in quick succession, to the 
accompaniment oCthe song (SA). 

food. Chiefly insects: ants, tiny beetles, caterpillars, etc. Also takes 
nectar from blossoms of BtdrOj Erytf^jiy BembeXy Woodforduiy etc. and often 
carries poUca adhering to Ibrtdicad feathers. 

VOICE and calls. Conversational call-notes, an incessant tinkling 

Or prre^e^ee as the birds mov*c along. During the breeding season" 
the male ^urs forth a vehement, squcalcy song from a bush-top: cAisvr- 
^^d^e-chs:si<h.p-cfap<Idp {oT^uste^jrdSte-jaiisee^Dfdch-whdch^uihkh^widcE). The 
portion starts low and feebly and is quickly repeated three or four 
oracL It rises in pitch at each successive note and ends loudly and abruptly 
after the third or fourth chip (SA). Reminiscent of the song of P. stdcEs in 
osTrall pattern ^*61 distinct enough to be unmistakable. 

ereedino. Stcsznj from the middle of June to October, chiefly July and 
August, during the height of the monsoon. Also in Fcbruary-^larch 
(Gujarat — Dharmakumarsinhji) . A'cjI (of Tailor Bird type), and fgg^t as 
in 1502. 

Mesruy Diacnoss. For dctrils cf plumage lee 1502. 

Dlflcn from nestis in beiag more grc>-5sh and pale oCve-browa above and on tiie 
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edges of wing. Flanks suffused with cream. Albogvlcris is slate-brown abo>e^ almost 
pure white below, and also has a gre>' pectoral band in summer. For distinction 
from P. tufeurns see 1501, hluseum Diagnosis. 

This spcdcs usually has two or three filoplumes projecting behind nape. Tail 
with 12 rcctrices. 

Young resembles adult in winter plumage but upperparts, edges of wing and 
tail more rufous; underparts pale yellow, buiHsb on flanks and thighs. 

Postju^'cnal moult to winter dress complete. Prenuptial moult complete and takes 
place about the end of Fcbruar>' to beginning of April Postnuptial moult complete 
and takes place in October, November and December (Ticchunt & Whistler, 
1939, Jhis : 761-3). 


meaturements 



WlDg 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

10 c?(3’ 

44^51 
(av. 47 *8) 

11-13 

18-20 

46-58 mni 
(summer and winter) 

5 9 9 

44-48 

n-13 

18-20 

44-55 mm 


(av. 46) (winter) 

(SA) 


Weight 8 o' 9 5-9 (av. 6*4) g — S.\- 

coLOVJts or BARE PARTS. Iris >‘ellow to orange-brown; eye-rim brownish yellow. 
BBl black, commissures and tip paler; mouth black or dark brown (pale flesh with 
brown blotches in juvenile). Legs and feet pale yellow, brownish fleshy or >Tl!owhh 
fleshy. 

1504. SoTxtbcrn Ashy-grey W«n-Warbler. Prinia kodgsonii albogalcris 
Walden 

Prirda elbagalcris ^^’aIde^, 1870, Arm. Mag. Nat- Hist. 5:219 (Coorg) 

Baker, FBI No. 827 (pan), Vol. 2; 423 

LOCAL NAMES. TelUJturdci (5tala>'alam) ; Kara ketei, Pkenni third (Tamil). 

SIZE. Spantnv — ; length r. 11 cm {4} in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. ' As m 1503, q.v. Scc Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Comtnon resident, subject to some 
seasonal local movements. The southern Indian Peninsula including 
Kerala, western Tamil Nadu, southern Mysore and the Eastern Ghats 
north to the Vishakhapatnam district; In the plains and hills up to c. 1500 m 
but mostly under 1000 m. Affects thorn scrub, Ian tana brakes and deciduous 
jungle with tall grass and bushes aftd, to some extent, coffee plantations. 

CENERAl. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As JR 1503. 

BREEDING. April to August, chiefly July and August during the 

bright of the monsoon- Akr/, built in large-leaved herbaceous plants growing 
in the open among long grass, of two types: one is a cup of fine grass flower- 
heads, fined with still finer grass stems, slung by threads of cobweb round 
the rim to the underside of a broad leaf which forms a fid, leaving a small 
entrance where the leaf-stalk joins the stem of a plant. The other type is 
similar to that of the Tailor Bird: the two sides arid the end of a large leaf 
are sewn into a bag and the nest proper built inside (Betts). Eggr, normally 





Wing 


Tarsus 


d'd' 

99 


45-52 

42-48 


17-19 

17-19 


Tail 

summer %vinter 
45-50 55-57 mm 

39-50 55 (one) mm 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTt AA..1t.T‘ . . (SA) 

of lower mandible; mouth slaty bro™ black; homy at base 

brownishfleshiela^shor^ybm™ rrm^f/re ^ ^ 

brown, paler at conunissures and 

blotches. Legs and feet yellowish fles^’elaw, hom^ brolly 

1505. Ceylon Xshy..e,ey Wren-Warbler. kois^onii pec^rclis Legge 

Pnmaptclorali, Legge, 1874, Ceylon Blue Book: 9 
(Hambantota District, Ceylon) 

Batcr, FBI No. 827 (part), Vol. 2: 425 ' 

LO^ Hambu-hmlla (Sinhala); Tina-iSmsi (Tamili 

SIZE. Sparrow ~ ; length e. 1 1 cm (4i in.). 

foothiUsoftheUvScenLom • ■° inland to the 

general habits and food. As in 1503 

UU October. .Yert 

plumagTai°rbo°rof T "'" “ having winter and summer 
plumages alike, both of the summer type, i.e. with th« err^v u j 

the year round. This band is also better marU ^ 

crlTw ' ’T*/" '’'i'’' ‘''"S' nbove, becoming almost greenish on 

on T a wblto, washed with fulTOus brown 

on flanks and grcyuh olive on sides of breast. No pectoral band 

Moult sequence unclear. Some birds collected in May, August and October 
were in complete moult while others were in fresh plumage. 
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3, similar to those of rufula ,(1502) n v • l j* » . , 
species. ^ breeding biology asof thatsub- 

Museum Diagnosis. For r,r ^ 

in being more slate-brown above; edg« h 

almost pure white, without a cream wash Diflrt. ? ™'”'! hanks and tmderparts 

Ihb grey pectoral band less marked. i™"’ of Ceylon in having 

measurements 

Bill 

(from skulJ) 

12-13 
12 
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Wing' 

45-48 

Bill 

(fromikull) ' 
13-14 

Tama 

18-20 

TaU 

42-47 mm 

99 

43-46 

13 

17-18 

(summer) 
4tM4 mm 





(summer) 


(mv) 


, 1506. R*^onsfronted Wren-Warbler. ftfmateWBlyU:' 

P.(nma) Bwtosni Blyth, IBM, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13- 376 nrw 

Tr.mar^>mJcrdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci!^m 4 

ofjalna, northwestern Hyderabad) 

K(r««™a) cUgH B^‘b 1887. Ibis: 24 (northwest of Delhi) 

Baker, FBI No. 83 1 , Vol. 2 ; 429 ' 

Plate 85, fig. 8 

tnoAi. NAMES. ChUio (Sind) : ISiminiJudh' (Gujarati) 

SIZE. Sparrow - ; length r. 12 cm (5 in.) 

nELD CHARACTERS. Atec, forehead and crotvn rufous- lores and . 
narrow supercilium whitish. Back grev-brown Tj»il da-u * 

• 77 '^'^r “P* become abraded and the bltd 

de^-r '’>= forehead provides a clue to io 

denuty but is sometimes very faint; tail darker. P. Jlvatka h laiger lacks 

k*'’’* *° teil-feathcrs and has buff underparts, P. hdgsoTu is’olive- 
Characters!'"' ^>'1'' 

.nZZl “"d H^n-AT. Common resident, locally subject to 

some si^onaj movements. Pakistan in the plains of the upper Indus river 
^'1®/^'* (s'jnimer only) north to die Himalayan 
k’ ° * ti '“' Bahawalpur; the southern part of Pakistan from 
nn^ ^ ^ east through Sind (northern extension 

not known) and India from Punjrb, Rajasthan (Jodhpur disk). N, Gujarat 
(mcludmg Kathiawar and Kulch) east to Bihar (Palaraau) and south 
c &e central tableland to Andhra Pradesh (common around 

Secunderabad — R. Sparrow in tpisl. to HW) and central Maharashtra 
(Ahmcdnagar). Affects arid scrub jungle mixed with coarse grass, babool 
scrob m ravines, and stony semi-desert studded svith Capfnrit, PrmpU 
and Z' 9 Phus bushes, occasionally entering nearby high crops (paddy, 
wheat, mustard). Prefers a drier biotope than P, hodgtonii, 

OENERAi. KABtrs. Keeps in pairs or in small parties according to the 
season.^frequentjy in company with Prinia hdgsomi and Chtysomma sinmu, 


WARBLERS 


Prinia bachananl 



hut is more terr«trial-feeding than either. Hops on the ground among 
grass tussocks and thorn scrub, tail sUghUy cocked, looking very much like 
Scotocerca; ako creeps about in bushes, loosely switching the tail — then 
suggesting a miniature Common Babbler (T. caudatus, 1254), 

FOOD. .Insects and larvae, 

VOICE and CAiis, A lively reeling, twittering song consisting of a trill 
followed by a triple note like sirriget - siniget - sinigtl ’ (Basil-Edwardes), given 
vehemenUy from an exposed twig or a bush-top, tail spread out and 
partially cocked, showing off the white rips prominently; reminiscent of the 
song of P. loctalu but distinct enough to be quite unmistakable. May be 
heard^from February onward. Call-note, a shidll chimp constantly uttered 
while foraging. 

BREEDiHO. Season, mainly during the monsoon, i.e, end of June to 
September; breeds earlier in the western part of its range (Gujarat, 
Rajasthan and Pakistan) where nesting has been recorded from March 
to August. Nests ako found in October and December. Nest varies from a 
cup-shaped to a domed, oblong purse-like structure with entrance near top 
' (the latter type more common) made of fine grass and silky fibres and lined 
with finer grass and vegetable dotvn; placed in a grass tussock or thorn 
bush, usually within a metre from the ground. Eggs 4 or 5, white, faintly 
tinged with pink or bluish, jirofiiscly speckled and spotted with reddish 
brown or deep chestnut. Average size. of 100 eggs 15-9 X 12 mm (Baker). 

Museum DiAONOsts. See Field Characters. This spedca has twelve rectrices. 
A complete moult takea place in May and June, and again in Octoben-November. 
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Young, like adult but paler above; crown concolorous with back, lupercUium 
whiter, Postjuvcnal moult complete. , 

ttEASURESIENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tnnu* 

Tail 



(from skull) - 


summer 

winter 

o’er 

51-55 

12-14 

18-19 

53-56 

61-70 rom 

99 

47-51 

12-14 

17-19 

51-60 

68 (one) rom 


(SA) 

Weight 3 oo? 5-9 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARi PARTS. Iris ycUow-brown. Bill brown, flc3h*eolour- at base, 
darker in summer. Nestlings have two black spots on tongue. Legs and feet pale 
flesh. i' 

1507. Hodgson’s Wrcn-Warblcr, Prinia cinertocapilla Hodgson 

' ' ^ Prinia cirurtocapilla Hodgson, 1854, i>i HonflrJd & Moore, Cat. Bds, 
Mus.E.I. Go, 1:322 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 830. Vol. 2: 428 
Plate 84, fig. 15 
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length e. \ \ cm (4J in.). 

' FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovf, forchcad and a narrow superdimm rufous, 
this colour sometimes reduced or completely absent; lores blackish. Crown, 
nape and sides of neck dark grey; rest of upperparts dark rufous. Tail 
^ufous'■b^o^vn with a subtcrminal dark brown patch on rectrices. Ddvw, 
fulvous, darker on Io^ve^ flanks and vent. Sexes alike. 

The dark grey cap and very rufous back and wings identify this species. 
STATUS, DBTRiDxmoN and HABITAT. A littlc known, yet fairly common 
resident species within its very restricted range. The Himalayan foothilh, 
duns and bhabar from Kumaon through. Nepal, Daijeding, Sikkim and 
Bhutan. Also North Cachar, where it is very rare (Baker, JBNHS 9: 15); 
from the edge of the plains to e. 1350 m. Affects dense jungle, secondary 
growth and trees. 

GENERAL KAUfTs. Little known except that it is more arboreal than 
other wrcn*warblcn; also found in company with P„ hodgjonii. 

FOOD. Insects; flower-nectar. 

. VOICE and calls. * A trilled note wiilr a' rising inflection (like an »ora), 
then a loud drawn out swe-t*e-r-e-choT * (Fleming & Traylor). Song said to be 
* quite different from that of any other Prima, better and more varied ' 
(Brooks. SF 3: 242). 

OREEDmo. Season, about June. Kest, very similar to that of P, hdgtenii, 
made of fine grass and enclosed in a single broad leaf, the edges of whi^ arc 
stitched with cobweb and the feathery ends of grasses forming the container. 
£ggSt pale blue, spotless; clutch size unrecorded. Average size of 10 egg} 
from North Cachar 15 X 10-7 mm (Baker, JBNHS 9: 15). Two eggs from 
Bhutan measured 16*1 X ll'7and 16 X Il^Gnim (Baker, 1933). 

Museum Diagnosis. S« Field Characten. Tail with 12 rectrices. For disco^oo 
on variation of amount of rufous on head, tee Biswas, JBNHS 59; 427. 
undescribed. 
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Bm 

Tarsus 

Tail 




(from skull) 



9 

o’ o’ 

42-46 

13-14 

f.20 

40-50 ram 

4 

99 

42-43 

14 

— 

39—44 mxn 


(BB) 

coLorRS or barz rAim. Iris and edges of c>*cllds ^-ellow ochre with a piaHsh 
tinge. BEU blade. Legs and feet ^*cllovi-ish brown; claws homy; soles white. 


pREOA cRAcms (Lichtoistdii) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Paler abo\*e, purer fulrots below P.g. Itpide 

Darker abo%*e, ful\*ota tinged with brown below. . . .P. g. rferean 


1503. Trtriian StTcaJccd Wrcn-Warblcr. Prvda gracilis Upida Blytb 

P.(rrria) BI>'th, 1844, Jour, AsiaL Soc. Bengal 13: 376 
(Indus territories = Sind ^Vhistler & Kinncar, 1933, JBNHS 36: 579) 
Baker, FBI No. 931, Vol. 2: 526 
Plate 85, fig. 7 

LOCAL KAVT3. Piiak (Brahui); Dost (Sind); Khar phuiki (Hindi); l^djuda 
(Gujarati). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD csARACTERS. ABotc, palc dxab brcnsTi, crown and back with dark 
streaks. Lores and round the eye •whitish. long, graduated, faintly 
cross-barred, the rcctriccs dpped whitish with a subtcnninal dusky spot. 
Belou:, tvhitish, -washed with buff on lower belly. Sexes alike. Supcxfidally a 
tiny miniature of Common Babbler {Turdoides ccidatus) except for tail tip. 

Small size and jialcness distinguish it from the other two streaked wren- 
warblers (1527, 1531, qq.v.). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION' and HABITAT. Cojnmon resident. Pakistan from 
Kohat and the Himalayan foothills south through the plains of the Indus 
and Quetta, and %\*est through Baluchistan to Iran; India in Gujarat (Kutch, 
KatHawar and cast to Cambay), western Rajasthan, Punjab and the 
Gangetic Plain cast through Bihar;' in the foothills of Pakistan up to' 
c. 1000 m. Affects tamarisk jungle, rank herbage, sarkban grass {Sccckanan) 
and scrub, particularly along rivers, Jhcels and on river islands; also 

more sparingly in sandy, semi-desert country* tvith scrub and coarse grass 
tussocks. 

Exirclumtal. Extends west\s‘ard through S\V. Afghanistan and Iran. The 
spedes ranges to Egypt and Somalia. 

GENERAL HABITS. LKts in pairs or small loose parties according to the 
season. Flics ^m bush to bush in search of food, just abo\*e the ground, 
o cc asionally up to e. 4 metres. On the ground, hops about energetically and 
will n^e a long spring if necessary to secure an insect. AU the while fiicks 
the wings like a Pl^Uosccpvj and loosely s\sTtches its tail from side to side 
%s’ith a slight upward flick. Slips smoothly through grass, clinging sidcvk*ays 

^ Prmd attributed to this species by Bm^-as (JBNHS 59 : 427), pertains 
to Frewxm greAIu (« Prisie kadgses^, Ho w er a , see next subspecieu 
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Pn'nlo grec/fh 



to stems and slipping down like a reed ^sarblcr. Occasionally catches an 
insect in fi^ht or hovers to pick a caterpillar off a leaf. Flight jerky, undulat- 
ing, characteristic of the genus. 

Display. * The male shoots almost vertically upwards for a fav feet with 
very rapid movements in which the wings are used extremely quickly and 
the tail cocked up repeatedly, gwing the whole display a jerky* nature. 
When. the peak of the ascent is readied the bird may cither flit about 
erratically before perching again, or dhe straight doiv-n to its original post 
before repeating the performance. All the whil^ a triple wing-snapping is 
heard, sounding likr a quick, crackling hmP’hrrrp-hTTTp* Wing-snapping is 
essentially a reaction to other individuals of the same spedes and is confined 
to the reproductive cycle. Female docs a less intense snapping and jerky 
flight as predator reactions, but in threat and not in sexual circumstMccs.' 
For other forms of display (Ixiwing, flicking and sving-faniung) as well as an 
cxcdlent study of the behaviour and biology of this spedes in Egyp^ 

K. E. L. Simmons, 1954, Ibis 95: 262—92. 

FOOD. Grasshoppers, small beetles, caterpillars and other insects; 
spiders. Also a ^Dall amoimt of vegetable matter. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a wheezy, reeling warble, of similar pattern to 
that of P. r. incmcla (1511) and often indistinguishable from iL A hard, 
thin, somewhat slurred and disyllabic noic.delh'crcd in phrases of from one 
to ^ecn, sometimes up to thirty, sung persistently and monotonously in 
fast, non-stop succession — zc{T)ii“lzs{f)^Ur{T)tcit . . . Smgs from aip-an^e 
point, the black gape very conspicuom. Song also given during wing- 
snapping display; uttered regularly from February* to Septembw but 
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snatches may be heard in October, December and January*. Call-note, a 
dra^NTi out hreep or izerp uttered by ^ih sexes to keep in touch. Alarm-note 
a few trrt-trrt-trrt trith a slight inflection at the end of each note, which may 
develop into a reeling succcssioa of notes slurred together in a fast, tic^ng 
str eam . Also a flat^r of threat (Simmons). A bill-snapping noise, noted by 
some obscr\*crs in Ind ia , is not mentioned by Simmons "^vlio describes 
(p. 2^) ^ring-snapping ffight and display. (See also p. 292 of same paper 
for •wmg-snapping in the Sylviidac.) 

BREEDiKG. SeoscTt, February to October %rith t\vo peak periods; March— 
April, particularly in the western part of its rai^c where suitable vegetation 
is found along rivers, and, for the majority’, July— August, especially in the 
cast where suitable v^etation is go\'emrf by the monsoon; the same 
peculiarity' is apparent in Cis&ola Jar.cidis carsiUms, Prirda h. kedgsardi and 
Prijtia bschsrjsst, a domed structure or upright o\'al pouch, very' like 
that of P. j. ir.cTrjita (1511), with the cntrancc-holc about t\N*o-lhirds of 
the Nsuy’ up; ^^•o^•ca mostly* of dry* grass bound wth v^^table dmsTi or 
cob\^*cb, and lined \rith denvny* vegetable inatlcr. It is placed in bushes or 
clumps of grass, usually uithiu a metre from the ground. Ncst-sitc selected 
by male. Construction almost entirely by* male, helped by female mainly 
■with the lining. Eggs, 3 to 5, normally 4, pale greenish profusely covered 
srith sm all , light to dark reddish blotches. Average size of 100 eggs 
13*8 X 10*7 mm (Baker). Incubation byr both sexes, share not determined; 
period 12 days ■:dz 1 day. Brooding, feeding yuung, and nest sanitation by 
both sexes, chiefly by* female; male mVr*; o\*cr feeding of juveniles, pre- 
sumably while female prepares for another brood. 'Pvro broods are reared 
in one peak period. For further details of breeding biology see Simmons, 
loc. dt. 

Mesruu Diagnosis, See Fidd Characters and keys to the Spedes and Sul> 
spedes. Tail graduated, of tea rectrioes. 

k oung, like adult, but streaks on upperparts broader and more shadowy; a 
distinct yellovr tinge on the rides of neck and upper breast. 

Two moults a year, before and after ^cp^oducti^■r acthity. 

^fLASVaZJiZNTS 


\N*mg 

Bm 

Tarsia 

Tan 


(from skull) 


summer winter 

43-46 

f. 12 

17-18 

59-61 

68-72 mm 

40-45 

11-12 

17-18 

54-56 

68-71 T-»-n 


isx mv) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris vcllow to brown. Bni: winter, brown above, 
ydlowish brown bdow; sutamer, black; inside of mouth blade during the bree d ing 
season, this colour bring lost during the post n uptial moult and regained during the 
»priag one. Legs and feet pale flesh. 

1509. Eastern Streaked kVren-Warbler. Prvda graiHs jJoerux Hartcrt 

Prids f-cri£x rtmesri Hartert, 1923, BuH- BriL Om. CL 18; 132 
(N. Lakhimpur) 

Baker, FBI No. 932. VoL 2 : 527 
LOCAL NASOS. None recorded. 
nzE- Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 hi.). 


FIELD characters. As ui 1509, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DCTRiBunoN and habitat. Resident, locally common. The 
plains of the Brahmaputra and Ganges ri\*crs. Rccorded from the Subansiri 
river, Dibong, Xczpur, Dacca, and the Nlorang district of southeastern 
Nepal. Affects tall grass in sandy areas along the margins and on islands of 
big rivers. 

cekeral habits, food and voice. As in 1503. 

BREEDisc. Nests found in ApriL Sczscn, probably* as in 1503. Acrt^and 
eggs as in 1508. Average size of seven eggs 13*7 X 10*9 mm (Baker). 

MesEun Diagnosis. Tike Upide but darker above, and uaderparts tinged with 
brown rather than fuls'otxs. 

lf£A5URE3£ZNT3 and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As 13 1503. 


Prjnia subflava (Gmclin) 


A 

B 


2 

3 

4 


Key to the Subspecies 


Winter imd nnamer plumages alike^ BUI longer 

Winter and summer plumages not alike. Bill shorter 
Palot; dark subtcnninal bar of taxi almost obsolete. . 
Intermediate between pre ced i n g and the two foUowin 

Darker; underparts browner r 

Darkest; underparts more fulvous. 



Pass 

. . .P. X. temlcrix 

57 

. ..P.X. Urricchr 

52 

g..P-x.tr:rrT:c;e 

53 

P. s. fares 

55 

. .P. s.frarJdirdt 

56 


1510. North-western Plain ^*7ren-W arbler. Prvda suhf.aza Urricslcr 
(Hume) 

D rj - vip ss Urrialsr Hume, 1874, Nests and of Ind^ Birds; 349 
(N.-W. India =* Oudh, Agra) 

Baker. FBI No. 940 (part), VoL 2 : 534 

LOCAL NASg. PhZiid (Hindi). 

SIZE- Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 xel). 

FIELD CTiARACTERS. M in 1511, q.v. S« Kcy to the Subspecies and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DSTRiBunoN and H.^srTAT. The commonest and most wide- 
spread ^^Tca•wa^b!cr; lorally subject to short-range seasonal mov'cmcnts, 
especially in the north- The plains of Pakistan from N.NYTJ*. (Peshawar, 
Thai, Eaanu) and eastern B^uchistan (Hab \'allcy and probably the Sibi 
plain) cast to northw*cstcm India in Punjab, ^jastlmn and Gujarat, 
Eastern Ixmst roughly* a line from Baroda to the exire m e western Nepal 
tcrai, cast of which h intergradcs with the adjacent subspecies (1511, 1512). 
In the Himalayan foothills up to e. 800 m, in smaller ntnnbcrs up to 
CL 1200 m, .^ccEs tamarisk and thorn scrub jungle mixed vritii tall gras 
{Saczhervrz etc.) and cultivation, cspedally wheatfieldL Commoner near 
■water, but more tolerant of arid conditions than P. sxialis, being met 
with also in sandy or stony semi-desert. Or'tcn found in same fades as 
P.graczHs, 

G ENER AL HABTTS, FOOD and \’01CS. As XTl 1511. 
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Prinia subfiara 



1 fasca (ista). 
franktimi ( 15 is)- 


Itrrialor ( 1510 ). 
inornala ( 1511 )- 
insularis ( 1514 ). 

BREEDINO. Stasm, overall March to October but chiefly during the 
monsoon (Junc-September). JVmI, as in 15U; purse-shaped type more 
common, as in 151 1. . 

MlrtEUM Diagnosis. Like inornala but paler. Colour of tail more uniform; 
dark subterminal bar obsolete. Tail of ten reetrices; longer in winter. 
MEAsunEMEirrs 


d’e? 
9 9 


1511. Central India Plain Wren-Warbler. Prinia subjlava iaamala Sykes 

Prinia inornala Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 89 (Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No. 940 (part). Vol. 2: 534 
'Plate 95. iig. V2 

LOCAi. names. Phutki (Hindi); Lola’kun-jilta (Telugu); Chitakut (Saugor, M.P.). 
SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). , 

riELD CHABACTERS. A plain, sand-coloured wren-warbler svith a longish, 
graduated tail; in the peculiar jerky switchback flight it gives the impres- 
sion of being too heavy for the bird. Above, sandy brown; lores, narrow 


Win^ 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 


summer vmter 

47-54 

12-13 

19-21 

48-56 59-85 mm 

48-50 

12-13 

19-21 

— 64-75 mm 




(SA., HVV) 

BARE PARTS. 

As in 1511. 




supercilium and sides of head creamy white. Outer reetrices whitish. Below, 
entirely cream-coloured, more yellow in fresh nuptial plumage. Seaes .alike. 

STATUS, wsTRistmoN and habitat. Common resident. Central India 
east of the range of tmicolor (1510, q.v.) and from the Gangetic Plaui in 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and lower Bengal, south through Tamil Nadu, but 
exclusive of flic range offranklinii (1513). Affects scrub and boulder country, 
rank grassland, thorn thickets mixed with high grass, wild cane and tall 
grass in damp situations, and open cultivation with suitable high crops; 
also mangroves and salt-marsh vegetation in coastal areas. As a rule fre- 
quents a less dry facies than typical of P. sy/rulica and less wet than that of 
P. mcialis. 

OENERAL HABITS. Found in pairs or small parties according to the 
season. Flits, clambers and creeps about among grass and bushes in the 
erratic, jerky manner of most wren-warblers, tail erect and loosely flicked 
up and down and sideways. 

FOOD. Insects: caterpillars, ants, small beetles, etc. Flower-nectar: 
Salmalia, Erjthina and other species. 

VOICE and caels. Call-notes, a rather plaintive tet-lee-tee (SA); otlier 
notes recorded as kink, kink ... or chi-up rapidly repeated many times. 
Alarm-note (or wing-snapping ?) rendered as creak, creak, creak like sharply 
striking the point of a quill across a comb (cf. Ashy Wren-Warbler, 1517), 
Song, reminiscent of a grasshopper, more wheezy and insect-like than that 
of the Ashy Wren-Warbler: a rapid tlick-tlick-tlick . . . sustained sometimes 
for ten seconds or more without a 'pause; given lustily from a prominent 
perch, on a reed or bush-top, with the body flattened dmvn, head thrown 
back, tail fanned out, and an excited opening and shutting of wings; some- 
times in jerky switchback flight. A wing-snapping is heard svhen the bird is 
disturbed from the nest. (See 1508, General Habits, for details and putative 
meaning of wing-snapping.) 

BREEDiNO. Season, chiefly June to October (monsoon). A«f, variable in 
shape and structure. Commonest type a deepish, oval or pear-shaped pouch 
of loosely interwoven thin grass strips (loofah-Iike) with a lateral entrance- 
hole at or near the top, the material sometimes forming a dome and par- 
tially concealing the orifice. At other times it is more or less open at the top 
and has cobweb and vegetable dosvn woven into the texture, thus recalling 
the nest oiCisticolaJuncidis (1498); attached to several upright grass stems or 
lentil stalks up to a metre or so from the ground. A less common type of 
nest is of the Tailor Bird pattern, supported between two or more broad 
leaves stitched together along the edges with fine grass or fibres. Nests 
usually devoid of lining; sited in a Lanlana, ^Zi^pphus or suchlike bush or 
grass tussock, commonly grosving on bunds separating cultivated fields, 
especially inundated paddyficlds. Eggs, generally 4 or 5, sometimes 3 or 6, 
amriable in colour: usually pale blue svith bold, deep reddish, bhickish 
brown or purple spots, blotches and an intritate pattern of fine 
especially at the large end. For further details see Baker, JViifi/iretion 2: 488. 
Average size of 200 eggs 15'6 X 11-5 mm (Baker). Bu.Idmg and incuta- 
tion by both sexes; incubarion period 11 or 12 days. One pair “““'f 
observation reared three successive broods and built but deserted a fourth 
nest. 
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Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. 

As in the species P. gracilis, P. soeialis and P. sjfivatica, P. subjlava also has a summer 
and winter plumage, both alike in the south but markedly different in colour and 
in length of tail in the north. 

Winter: Upperparts strongly rufescent; lower parts warm buff; wings hair- 
brown, margined with dull ferruginous. Tail long, deeply graduated, rufesemt 
brown with an imperfect subterminal dark bar and a pale tip. Bill brown, with 

the greater part of the lower mandible yellowish horny. 

Summer: Upperparts dull earthy grey-brown ; lower parts white with a faint 
yellowish tinge; wings earthy brown, margined albescent. Tail shorter and less 
graduated than in winter, the lateral reetrices growing paler towards the outermost 
pair which is almost white. Subterminal dark bar and pale tip usually absent from 
central reetrices. Bill black, yellowish at the extreme base of the lower mandible. 

Summer and winter plumages are each preceded by a complete moult from March 
to May and July to November. Many individuals breed during the moult, contrary 
to the normal procedure in birds. 

Young, somrwhat between winter and summer dress of adult: upperparts more 
k rufescent than summer but less rufescent than winter; tail length about as in summer. 
B Postjuvenal moult complete. 

■ measurements 


Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

summer 

winter 

46-54 

12-14 

18-20 

48-57 

53-80 mm 

45-51 

12-13 

r. 19 

49-57 

69-74 inm 
(HW) . 


t?!? 

99 

Weight 9 o' 9 5-9 (av. 7) g — SA. 

COEOUES or BARE PARTS. Iris orange-ycliow or broraish orange. Bdl black 
(summer), brown (winter), yellowish at base of lower mandible; im.de 
Lekish brown (summer); pinkish, pale pink or pale yellowuh flesh streaked with 
brown (winter). Legs and feet brownish yellow; claws brown. 

1512. Eastern Plain Wren-WarWer. Prinia subjlava fusca (Hodgson) 

Deymoua fasca Hodgson, 1845, Proe. Zool Soie « (N^=l) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 940 (part) and 942 (part), Voh 2 : 534, 536 

i^CAie NAME* (Lepcha). 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 
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Museum Diadnoso. Darker and more saturated than inornala with a more 
pronounced fulvous wash below. 

- >IEA5URaMENT3 


d’d’ 


9 9 


Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tail 

47-52 

13-14 

66-87 mm 


(vnntcr) 

48-52 

13-14 

71-83 mm 
(winter) 


(HW) 


Weight 2 cTt? 5, 9 g (SA). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1511. 

1513. Nilgiri Plain Wren-Warbler. Prinia subjlava franklinii Blyth 

PrJinia) Franklinii Blyih, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 376. 

Based on Prinia moeroura ' Franklin Jerdon, 1840, nee Fnme RMirraro 
Franklin, 1831, preoccupied by Molaeilta moeroura Groehn, nuu. 
fNo locality, (S. India) = Nilgiris, ri* Whistler & Kionear, 1933, 

JBNHS 36: 565-6J 
Baker, FDI No. 941 (part), Vol. 2: 535 

eocae names. Chil-kiirBei (TcIugu): FajMCrim (Malayalaffl). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c.' 13 cm (5 in.). 

:^“°;“oN^and ~ Gonunon tmidenf but ^^=njy 

distribunld. Southwestern India from 

and the adiacent hills of western Tamil Nadu (Nilgins, Palms, etc.), fro 
the lowlands to e. 1800 m. Affects grasslan^ds 

slopes, and patches oC Berberis, Rubus and St Johns wort on high grassy 

CENERAX. HABtrs, FOOD and VOICE. Asm 1511. 

BREEDINO. Season, March to July. Msl and eggs, ns in 1511. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differ, from inomola in bemg darker _ 

seasons. Tail markings more distinct. Summer and winter plumages d.Itotn ( 

1511 fordetaHs). 

nni Tail 

vrinlcr 
53-7i niin 
(7 mid) 

57-€3 mm 
(3 msd) 

{HW) 

oourons or bare parts. Iris and eyelich msndS^ 

s^w-colour. Bni: (summer) black yellowiA^t pale flesh! 

(winter) upper mandible an^p of lotw nW, Irtownhh strcxks and 

^uth (summer) blackish brown; (winter) if ' P“* 

Matches. Legs and feet brownish flesh; claws dusky. 


measurements 

Wing 

Bill 

Tail 


(from skull) 

summer 

t?t? 

47-55 

13-14 

53-55 
(4 tnsd) 

99 

46-49 

13-14 

50,51 
(2 mid) 
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1514. Ceylon Plain Wreo-Warbler. Pfxnta irimZam (L^gc) 


DijBiotca [nfj insalans Legge, 1879, Bds- Ceylon: 529 
(HurcUi Tani, N.aP.) 

‘ Prone t>wnw/3 Z«:«rra Dcram>*agala, 1956, Spolia Zcylanica 28: 97 
(Delft Island, North Ceylon) 

Bahcr, FBI No. 941 (part), VoL 2: 535 

LOCAL NAMES. Homhu-kundla (Smhala); Tbst-kurSsi (Tanul). 

jtrrr. Sparrow — ; length c, 13 cm (5 m.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 151 1, q.V. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtJTioN and HABITAT. Common resident. Ceylon in all 
zones up to c. 1600 m. Affects tall grass and scrub, paddjffclds and grassy 
swamps. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE., As In 1511. 

BREEDINO. Seasoriy almost throughout the year, varying to some extent 
in each climatic zone; in the hills, mostly March-April and September- 
November; in the Wet zone, January-Mich and July-Scptember; in the 
Dry zone, April-May and Novcmbcr-Dccembcr and possibly throughout 
the north-cast monsoon when herbage is rank. Kest and tggs, as in 1511. 
Clutch size nonnall/ 3 or 4; as a scries they arc paler and brighter than 
those of inomata. Average size of 200 eggs (including some oTfranklimi) 
15*8 X 11*7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Colour as mfrerJUimi (1513) but bill longer. Summer and 
winter plumages alike; tail short throughout the year. 


MEASUREMENTS 



^Vmg 

BHl 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from stuH) 



16 <?<? 

49-56 

14-15 

20-22 

52-62 mm 

4 9 9 

47-52 

14-15 

20-22 

46-55 mm 
(HW) 

Wright 1 <? 8 

g (SDR). 





colours or BARE PARTS. As in 1513, but bill blade at all seasons. 

Pjonia socialis Sykes 


A 

B 


Key to the Snbspe^es 

Rump and upper tail-cox’erts rufous brown. . .t . . .. . 
Slate colour of back extending to upper tail-covcrts 

1 Flanks deeper rufous 

2 Flanks paler, ochraceous buff 

a Tail longer, mostly over 55 mm 

b Tail shorter, mostly under 55 mm 


, 

Page 

. . , .P. s. steward 

57 

. , , . .P. j. isiglisi 

59 

P,s. socialis 

■ 59 

. .P. s. brecicauda 

61 


1515. Northern Ashy Wren-WarWer. Prinia socudis sUwarti Blyth 

Prinia Stmarli Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiut. Soc. Bengal 16: 455 (near Agra) 
Baker, FBI No. 936 (part), Vol. 2 : 531 
Plate 84, fig. 14 

LOCAL NAME. Pkutkt (IBndi). 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c, 13 cm (5 in.). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1517, q.V. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtrnoN and habitat. Common resident. Pakistan in 
the plains of the upper Indus river system, and northern India from the 
Himalayan foothills [Jammu, Kangra, Kumaon bhabar and Nepal tcrai 
(rwfr Biswas, JBNHS 59: 425)] south through the Gangctic Plain, northern 
Madhya Pradesh and eastern Rajasthan to. the Kathiawar peninsula, the 


Prinia tocJalb 




sUwarti (1515). 
socialis (1517). 


inglisi {1516). 
brericeuda (1518). 


Narmada river and southern Bihar, intergrading along this limit with the 
nominate race. Ascends the hills to c. 1200 m. Affects sarpat grass, reeds on 
the margins of streams and ponds, scrub and grass near cultivation, grain 
fields and bracken-covered slopes in the foothills. CJcncrally prefers a bcttcr- 
^vatcred facies than P. subjlara. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1517. 

BREEDING. ScosoTtf chicfly Juhc to September (monsoon), but locally 
with a first period in April-May. Xest and eggSf as in 1517. Average size of 
100 eggs 15*6 X 11*9 mm (Baker), 

Museum Diacnosq. Diffe« from socialis (1517) in ha\'ing the rump and upper 
tail-coverts mfous-brown. 

That is a marked difference between summer and winter plumage. In summer 
the back is uniform slaty grey; rump and upper tail-covcrts rufous-brown; tail 
shorter. In winter the entire upperparts are dark rufous-brown washed with slaty 
on crown and nape; tail longer. 
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measurements 

Wing 

d’o' 47-52 

9 9 45-58 


BiU Tanus 

(from skull) 

13-15 20-21 

13-15 r.20 


Tafi 

summer winter 
50-54 67-80 mm 
c. 52 59-64 mm 

(2 msd) 

(SA, H\V, BB) 


Wright 1 (Jt 6-7, 299 6-9, 7-5 g (GD). 
COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. As in 1517. 


1516. Assam Ashy Wren-Warbler. Prima socialis inglisi 
Whistler & Kinnear 

Prima socialis {nglisi \\Tiistlcr 8: Kinnear, 1933, Jour. Bombay nat. 

HisL Soc. 36 : 574 (Bhutan duars) 

Baker, FBI No. 936 (part), Vol. 2: 531 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc Tccordcd. 

SHE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 
held characters. As m 1517, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and* HABITAT. Coznmon resident. Bengal (including 
Daijecling and Jalpaiguri districts), Sikkim and Bhutan foothills, Brahma- 
putm valley, Meghalaya, Manipur and Bangladesh to the Chittagong 
region (Rashid); plains and hills up to c. 1200 m. Affects grassland, thin 
secondary jungle, culti\'ation and gardens. 
general iLADiTs, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1517. 

BREEDtNC. Season^ May to August. J{est and eggs^ as in 1517. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from steicarti (1515) in lacking the rufous winter 
plumage, bring slaty above as in socialis (1517); from the latter it differs in being 
much darker, more saturated abow, deeper rufous on Hanks, and in having a finer 
and shorter bill. 

MEASUREME^•TS 



Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 




(from skuU) 


summer winter 

o’ o' 

45-49 

13-14 

19-21 

62 to 

70 mm 

j 9 

46 

14 

19 

46 

— mm 

12 d'5 

44-50 

13-14 

— 

57-70 

— mm 





(HW) 


COLOUM or 

BARE FARTS. 

As in 1517. 





1517. Southern Asby Wren-Warbler. Prima sodclis socialis Sykes 

Prima socialis Sykes, 1832, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 89 (Duk h t m ) 

Baker. FBI No. 935 (part), Vol. 2: 530 
PUte 84. fig. 13* 

local NAMES. Phudd^ Kdtiphbdd (Hiadi); Ke^rkvrvri (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. AboTCf head, sidcs of neck and back dark ashy grey; 
lores white; rest of upperparts ^varm mfous-brown, Ta3 graduated with 


fulvous tips and blackish subterminal spots. Btlow, throat whitish buff; rest 
of underparts strongly washed with ochraceous, especially on flanks and 
lower bcUy. Sexes alike. 

The longish tail carried partially erect or cocked and loosely flicked up 
and down, together tvith slaty head and back and rufous tmderparts identifies 
this species. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Rcadent, but imcvcnly distributed; 
locally common. The entire Indian Peninsula south of the Narmada river 
and southern Bihar; *plains and hills up to the highest summits. Affects 
grassland and semb on the banks of streams in deciduous facies, open scrub 
jimgle, outskirts of cultivation, shrubbery in gardens, recd-beds in water- 
logged depressions, and grassy hillsides; mangroves in coastal areas. 

GENERAL HABITS. Found Singly or in pairs, hopping restlessly among 
grass stems and bushes, tail erect and constantly flicked abouL ^Vhen 
suddenly flushed on disturbance, as from nest, will fly from one clump of 
grass to the next in a curious jerky fashion, emitting with the mandibles 
(presumably) a peculiar crackling noise fa*/, fa*/, fa*/ as of electric sparks. Will 
sometimes descend to the groimd to take insects, hopping about with cocked 
tail . 

FOOD. Insects, larvae, spiders, etc.; also flower-nectar [Bomhax, Erjihinaj 
and other spcdcs). 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a sharp, rather nasal tce-Ue-Ue uttered 
from time to time while hopping among the bushes. Song rather wheezy 
and chipping: a loud, sprightly jimTT^-jirrwr^’jimmy quickly repeated five or 
six times, usually delivered from the top of a grass stem or bush; sometimes 
also given while the bird flits about in erratic rising and falling courtship 
display, jerking its tail up and down and often, fluttering its wings to the 
accompaniment of a peculiar clapping sound fraptfrap, 

BREEDING. ScosoTiy Overall Mai^ to NovembKa: but varying locally with 
incidence of rains: in central India mostly July-Scptcmbcr; in Andhra 
chiefly during the latter part of the monsoon (Scptcmbcr-Novcmbcr) ; in 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, mainly April to July. AVx/, more often of two t>'pcs, 
both of which may be built by the same jjair. One is a flimsily built cup 
placed in several broad leaves sesvn together. A second type is an oblong 
purse of wcA’cn grass and fibres and v^ctablc felt with the supporting grass 
stems incorporated into the structure (Lowthcr). A third, but less frequent, 
type is a flimsy ball of grass, supported by grass and weeds (Bates). It is 
generally plac^ in bushes {Lardaia, Leea, etc.) srithin two feet (60 cm) 
from the groimd and frequently near a stream. Eggs^ 3 to 5, not distingfuish- 
ablc from those of P. fusrizmtris: a glossy uniform reddish brown or 
mahogany-red with often a darker ring aroimd the large end. Average size 
of 60 eggs 16*2 X 12 mm (Baker). Bunding, incubation and care of >'Dung 
by both s«cs- Incubation period about 12 days. Frequently brood- 
parasitized b>’ PLaintK’c Cuckoo {CccomaoHs meralirszs, 584). Nesting subject 
to inordinately heavy depredarion by snakes, lizards, crow-pheasants, 
mongooses, and other maraudex. 

Mcseum Diacnoss. There is little difference bct^-cen summer and winter 
plumage, the latter only differing in the presence of a faint olive wash on the back, 
not alvra^T noticeable xa vrora plumage. Difforacc in tail length not »o great as 
in northern birds. Summer plicnage” differs from that cf the northern tubspecia 
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^515) in the slate colour cxtendhig to the rump and upper tan-eovertj. See also 
Key to the Subspcdcs, 

The species undergoes a complete ^ring moult about April-May and a complete 
autumn moult about October-November. 

J^EASUREMEim 


^Ving Bm 

{from skull) 

d'd' ‘ 45-53 13-15 

9 9 45-i7 13-14 


Taxms Tail 

summer winter 
19-21 55-56 60-65 mTp 

19-20 — e. 55 mm 


Waght 8 o' 9 7-10 (av. 8) g — SA. 

TOLOuns OP BABE BABTs. Iris and c>'c-riin rich orange-brown. Bill blackj 
inside of mouth black in sununer, broivn, blackish brown or slaty pink in winter; 
mouth of nestlings bright orange-yellow. Legs and feet brosenish yellow or brownish 
6esh; claws dusky. 


• SVLVirNAE 

Wright 1 o-t c. 11 g (SDR). 

w^uw or BARK PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black (all year). Leg, and feet fled,. 

Prinia sylvatica jerdon ■ 


Key to the Snbspcclea 


A Summer and winter plumages different 

1 Paler and srreyer . 


PaSE 

2 Darker and browmer , , 



3 Darkest, more dnnamoa . 



‘ B Summer and winter plumages alike 

4 Paler, bill smaller (13-15 mm) . 

5 Datkep, bill longer (15-17 mm) 

P» s. 

64 
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1518. Ceylon Ashy Wren-Warbler, PHnia socialis brevicauds Legge 

Prinia hnicmidi Legge, 1879, Bds. Ceylon: 521 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 935 (part), Vol. 2: 530 

LOCAI. KAMES. Hamhu-havUi (Sinhala); Ttaa-kfirflri (Tamil). 

SIZE. SpajTosv — ; length c. 12 cm in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As lH 1 5 1 7, q.V. 

STATUS, DisiRiBunoN and habitat. Common resident. Ceylon in all 
zones — lowland and hOls up to e. 1600 m. Affects, long grass and scrub, 
paddyfields, and occasionally tea-plantations. 

GENERAL HABns and FOOD. As in 1517. v 

VOICE and calls. Song, a loud, unmusical chirruping which sounds 

like a ringing Iknip, thnip, Ihrrip Alarm-note, a nas^ c&tr, eher, chir or 

UwUwtew rapidly uttered and suggestive of a sewing-machine; scolding- 
note, a peevish me . . . mee (Henry). 

BREEDING. Season, ill-defined; breeds throughout the year, with a peak 
period about March in the hills, and mainly December to March (north- 
cast monsoon) in the Dry zone, A second peak occurs in August-October. 
Nest, as in 1517. Eggs, generally 3, sometimes 4 or 2. similar to those of. 
1517. 

Museum Diagnosis. Summer and winter plumages ah'ke. Diffets from nominate 
socialis (1517) in haring a shorter, more plumbeous . tail, paler underparts and more 
earth-brown on wings. 

Young (juvenile), greyish olive above with a huffy yellow loral streak; undcipaits 
paler than in adult 


MEASUREMENTS 

■Wing 

Bill 

(ftum skull) 

Taroi, 

Tafl 


9 C?C? 

47-51 

14-15 

19-21 

47-56 

mm 

2 9 9 

45,48. 

14,15 

19,19 

44,48 

CH5V) 

mm 

d’9 

43-Sl 

~ 


42-54 

(SDR) 

mxa 


1519. Gangeric Jangle Wren-Warbler. Prime nkatica gangetiea 
' ■ (Blj-th) 

%a gangetiea Blyth, 1867, Ibis: 23 (Upper Gangc,) 

Baker, FBI No. 937 (part), Vol. 2 : 532 ■ 

LOCAL NAME. Tot-rungi (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. IS cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large brown wren-waiblcr svith the characlerislic 
longish graduated ‘ loosely inserted ’ tail. 

Move (summer), earthy brown. Lores and a narrow supercilium whitish, 
(except central rectriccs) tipped whitish, subtipped darter; outermost 
p^ almost entirely white on inner web. Below, entirely cream-colour. In 
winter the upperparts are more ruddy and the tail lacks the white tipi. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Conunon resident From Kangra 
district (Himachal Pradesh) and Punjab eastward through Uttar Pradesh 
and northern Madhya Pradesh, Nepal (terai and foothills) and Bihar to 
uoithcnt Bmgal (J^paiguri district) and northwestern Bangladesh, in 
the foothills up to r. 1000 m. Affects low bush jungle mixed with coaisc 
grass, especially in eroded ravines and broken stony country’ — drier fades 
than characteristic ofP. socialis. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kceps iu pairs or small parties of three to five birds, 
according to the season, often in company trilh Dmetia, Ooysamma and 
Prinia hodgsonii. Hops and flits about Jerkily in grass-and thorn scrub in the 
characteristic manner of the genus, switching the tail loosely up and dovm, 
clambering to the top now and again and diving into the thicket on alarm. 

Displerf. The male sings excitedly from a bush-top or boulder, or during 
the vehement aerial courtship display. This consists of a succession of quick- 
repeated nose-dives, the bird tumbling headlong dowmvatds, then rising 
steeply again for the next dive, and so on, with occasional snapping of the 
trings as in P. socialis (1517), till it finally alights on a nearby bush. While 
the song is uttered, whether from a perch or in the air, the tail is spread to 
show off the white outer feathers and tips prominently. The black inside 
of mouth is conspicuous while-singing. 
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SYLVIINAE 


Prinia syhatlea 



insignis (1520). 
mahendrae (152a). 


i .gangetiea (1519). 
jyfralJca (1521). 
vedida (1523). 

FOOD. Insects — green grasshoppers, small beetles, caterpillars, ants, 
tc. ; spiders. A small quantity of vegetable matter has abo been found in 
tomachs. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a loud triple note rapidly reiterated for tivo 
ir three minutes at a stretch, and repeated frequently: pit-pretty, pit-pretty, 
nt-preily .... the pit subdued, rather ventriloquistic, and heard only at 
dose range (see Display, above). When alarmed, the bird hops about 
igitatedly wdth a loud, quick-repeated pit, pit, pit, etc. 

breedino. Season, overall March to October, mostly June to September 
’monsoon). Nest, a round or oval ball of grass rather loosely put togcAci; 
itrengthened on the outside by cobweb and vegetable dowm, and Imed 
rith fine grass; entrance on the side. Built in a low bush or in clum^ M 
mass, the blades of which are drawn doivn and woven into the nest; placed 
Nothin a metre or so above the ground, usually quite low down. Eggs, 
isually 4, often 3, sometimes 5, very variable; dull grey-green, soroeUmes 
buffy or pink, fainUy speckled trith Ught reddish to deep reddish 
usually forming a ring around the broad end. Eggs of abnormal ^“*es 
may be pale blue or white, completely unspotted. Average size of 100 
[7.5 X 12-8 mm (Baker). Building, incubation and care of young by 

both sexes. Incubation period undetermined. l. p..... 

Museum Diaonosb. Differ, from insignb (1520) in being browner aWe. Pet- 
luptial moult take. pla« from October to December. Both postnuptial and pre- 
aupdal moults are complete. 


Young, like summer adult but with a distinct yellow wash on undeiparts. Tail 
, carth-browm wdlh pale tips. Fiist primary shorter and rounded, outer web broader. 
Postjuvenal moult complete. 

MEASUREMENT, and COLOURS OP BARE PART,. A, in insigniS. 

1 520. Northwestern Jangle Wren-Warbler. Prinia Sfloatiea insignis 
(Hume) 

Deymaipas Insignis Hume, 1872, Stray Feather, 1 : 10 (Mount Aboo) 

Baker, FBI No, 939, Vol. 2i 533 ( = F. nr/«mu) 

LOCAL NAME. Tol-rwtgi (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow ^ ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

field CHARACTERS. As in 1519, q.V. , J 

STATUS DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Gujarat (mclud- 
ing Kutch and Kathiawar) and western Rajasthan. Affects stony, semi- 
desert grass-and-cuphorbia scrub country, cut up by erosion ravines. 
general HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1519. 

’ BREEDINO. As in 1519. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differ, from gangelUa in being grey above and l.avmg 
more white in tail (mnimer plumage). 
measurement. 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

59_67 15-17 23-25 

53-61 e. 15 22-25 


o' O' 

09 


Tail 
(winter) 
73-95 mm 
71-77 rom 
(SA) 


WcirhtllritQ I 0 -' 2 l (av. 16) g — SA. 

COLOUR, OF BARE FART,. Iris light brown. Bill: upper mandible black 
flcrii-colour or yellowish; moutli of breeding male, black. Leg, and feet flesh to 
brownish flesh. 

1521. Peninsolar Jangle Wren-Warbler. Psinia sylealiea rrlcatUa Jerdon 
Prinia Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour, L'iL Sci. 11:4 

(Scegore Chat, Kilglns) ^ 

Prinia nltatica palnunris Koelx, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 72 
(tCodaitanal, Palni Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 937 (part), Vol. 2: 532 
' , Pfate 85, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES. Tol-mngi (Hindi): i:mda-tolei.un-}Wa (Tclugu); Orllilftfu 
(MalasTilam). 

SEE. Sparrow — ; leng* e. 15 cm (6 m.). 

field diARACTEBS. As in 1519, q.V. Tlie Indian 

CTATCs, DrsnuBunoN and habitat. Common 
Peninsula from Maharashtra and northern Madh^m ,o 

h"ts Srith gangetiea) south m K;">"m<jiv'ZnTrJ -^^^ulde^- 
e. 1500 m. Affects sparrely scrubbed, stony, 
strewn hillsides with rank grass and scattered thorn bushes 

OLKEFJVL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1519. 
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BREZDiKO. Season, cn*crall April to September apparently two peak 
periods: April-May, especially in the south, and June to September 
(monsoon) in the north. Once December (Mysore), ^^est and gggs, as in 
1519. 

hicsEOM DiACKOsa. Intermediate in colour between the darker cclida of Ceylon 
and the greyer insigris of Gujarat etc. Summer and winter plumages show little 
variation and agree with summer plu m a g e of the northern subspecies. Only some 
summer birds dev rlop white lateral rectrica. 

' UZASORZHEKr. 


'Ving 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsm 

Tafl 

summer winter 

52-65 

14-16 

21-24 

65-72 67-79 mm 

50-54 

13-14 

20-21 

— 57-65 mm 


(mv, SA, Koclz) 

Weights (J'9 (July-August) 14-18 (av. 16*3) g' — SA- 

ooLOuas or BaRZ parw. Iris orange (^), orange-straw, straw or drab (9)> 
olive-brown (juv.). Bill: summer male black; in other stages homy brown, lower 
mandible fleshy; in juvenile lower mandible bright yellow, gape ydlow; mouth: 
summer male black; in other stages brownish pink, or pink vrith brownish streaks- 
liCgs and feet fleshy or pale fleshy brown; claws similar or daiker. 

1522. Orissa Jimgle Wren-Warbler. Prnria Koclz 

Prima twhadiaz Koclz, 1939, Proc. Biol- Soc. Washington 52: 72 

(Mahcndra Girl, Orissa) 

, Baker, FBI No. 937 (part), VoL 2: 532 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 
nzLD C 2 IARACTERS. As in 1519, q.v. 

STATUS, msnuBunoN and habitat. Region of the type locality (Mahcndra 
Giri, Orissa). 

OE^•ERAI. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1519. 

ERZEDiNC. As in 1519. 

Museum Diagnosis. Diflers from other races in the winter plumage being dark 
cinnam on rather than grey-brown or fulvous; \mderparts, especially sides, much 
greyer (Koelz). 

MEASUREMENTS. Said to havc a longer tail than sjlcaBcix^ but this is a clinal 
riiaracter from south to north: cf. measurements of uu(pns. 

Wing TaB 

3 60-62 77-81 mm 

(Koelz) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As m 1521. 

1523. Ceylon Jungle Wren-Warbler, Tnrda sylvaUca vaUda (Blyth) 

Drjvaica cediia Blyth, 1851, Jour. Ariat- Soc. Bengal 20: 180, new name 
for D. n^jsta Blyth, 1849, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 18; 812 
(Ceylon), me D. rohista Ruppcll, 1840 
Baker, FBI No. 938, Vob 2; 533 

LOCAL NAMES. Heoniu-kKrullS (Sinhala); Tirar-kwruri (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r: 15 cm (6 in.). 


66 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1519, q.v. 

status, DisTRiBunoN and habitat. Common resident. Ceylon in all 
zones up to c. 1800 m. Affects scrub-and-grass jungle,” low scrub, tea 
plantations, femlands and undergrowth around liceficlds. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As Ul 1519. 

VOICE and calls. A loud and monotonous song beginning ‘ with a slow 
Htrrur . . . Htneer which soon becomes a loud, ringing tidTup^ tidnep . . . 
and this again ebanges to thinlip, tMirlip, thzrrlip . . . Yet another note is 
very like the trunk tewik tezeik ... of the tailor bird, but less musical * 
(Henry). 

BREZDiNc. SeasoTi, ill-defined: breeds the year round vrith a peak period 
from March to May and again from July to September. Scv’cral broods are 
reared. JCesiy usually a rather untidy ball of grass, but sometimes purse- 
shaped or even deep cup-shaped. Other details as in 1519. EggSy cither S 
or 4, rimilar to those of 1519. Average size of 12 eggs 17*9 x 12*9 mm 
(Phillips). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from ^Icstica in being darker above. Bill longer 
and stronger (12 taUda 15*5-17 mm, 12 :^Ivctica 13-15 mm — HW), 
Lacks all trace of the pale supcrdlium sometimes present in peninsular races. Summer 
and vsdntcr plumages alike, of the summer type. Birds in complete moult havc been 
collected in January and in July. 


MEASUREMENTS 



%S’inK 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

12 cj'd’ 

60-65 

15-17 

22-25 

59-70 mm 

1 V 

55 

15 

23 

55 mm 


(HW) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS (Biccdlng). Itispalc brown. Bill: uppcT mandible dark 
blackish brown, lower grevdsh. Legs and feet fleshy brown. 


PRIKIA FLAVIV'ENTRIS (Dclcsscrt) 

Key to the Sobepedes 

Paler and duller P. y. rotdrcaa 

Darker and brighter P. f, Jlanttniris 

1524. Sind YellowbeHied Wrcn-Warbler. Prima Jiaviventris sindiena 
■nCChUTSt 

Prime JUmrmtris sindiarais Ticeburst, 1920, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 40: 157 
(Sukkur, Sind) 

Baker. FBI No. 934, Vol 2: 529 
Plate 8o, fig. 14 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1525, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, common but locally 
distribute. Pakistan and Punjab in the plains of the Indus river system, 
from Bannu and Ambala south through Sind. Affects riverain tamarisk and 
sarkhan grass jungle, or rccd-bcds. 
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Distributional ranges 


HI (1554). ^ (,525). 


GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1525. 

VOICE and calls. Song, four or five silvery notes uttered in quick 
succession, rendered as * a cheerful ticttddU~li*li *. Alarm-note, a shriU, 
plaintive Uvre. 

BREEnmo. Seasen, April to September. Sest and rggs, as in \525. Size 
eggs about 14*5 X 11*7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis, Diflers from fizt xz tKtris (1525) by its smaller bill, and in 
being duller green above and paler yellow below. 

measurements 


Wing 

cf 9 43-45 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1525. 


Bill 

(from feathers) 
r. 10 


Tafl 

48-64 mm 
(Baker) 


1525, Assam YellowbclUed Wren-Warbler. Prime fiazizmlris Jlmirmfris 
(Dclcsscrt) 

Orthsissaa JleriztntTU Ddesert, 1840, Rev. ZooL: 101 (N. Bengale) 

Pride jSerirmim Jiddremris Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 154 
(Karong, Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 933, VoL 2: 528 
Plate is, &V 15 * 

slZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 


field characters, a typical wren-warbler with, loagish, graduated, 
loosely inserted * tail and bright yelloNv underparts. Abovty forccrown and 
sides of head dark grey; a short supcrdlium (not always present) and a pale 
cyc-ring. Rest of upperparts and tail olive-green, the latter tipped whitish, 
and faintly subtipped brown. Below, throat and breast whitish cream. Belly 
bright lemon-yellow, a distinctive character. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident, locally common. Nepa/ 
(Rapti Dun, Diesscihorst 1968 : 266, sole post-Hodgsonian record), Bengal 
in ihe Jalpaiguri district and near Calcutta, Bangladesh south to the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, Assam, Nagaland and Manipur. Range disjunct 
from that of sindiana. In the plains and foothills, generally up to e. 800 m, 
locally to 1200 m. Affects humid grasslands mixed with bushes, elephant 
grass and reeds near paddy'fields, tanks, lakes and swamps, occasionally In 
thin secondary' growth. 

Exlralimilal. Burma. The spedes extends east to Vietnam and south to 
Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABITS. A Sprightly rcstlcss fittlc bird, keeping singly, or 
3 or 4 loosely together, hopping and climbing about in grasses where it 
finds its food, sometimes descending to the ground. As a rule difficult to 
sec. 

food. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Song consists of a sharp chirp foUow'cd by a little 
trill of about five notes, uttered from the top of a tall grass stem or bush. 
Clall-notc, an incessant chinky ckink .... Alarm-note, a plaintive twee. Also 
snaps wings. 

BREZDINC. Season, April to October, mostly june-^eptember (monsoon). 
}{esty oval with the entrance near the top, made of fine grass, grass roots and 
vegetable down, strengthened by cobwebs and lined with fecr grass; fi xed 
to upright grass stems or placed in. bushes often on pendent twigs, at heights 
varying from c. 50 to 150 cm above the ground. Eggs, usually 4, glossy 
mahogany-red, indistinguishable from those Prime sociclis (1517). Average 
size of 60 eggs 15*2 x 11*7 mm (Baker). Building and incubation by both 
sexes ; incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Differs from sirJiaia (1524) in haring 
a more saturated oli\*e-greea back and rump and a deeper yellow belly'. 

In summer the tail is shorter with obscure subterminal brown patches; in winter, 
tail longer without brown patches. 

Young, upperparts and sides of neck ydlowiih olive-brown. Edges of wings 
rufous brown. Tail brown tinged with olive on outer webs, tips whitish. Underparts 


pale yellow. Postjus'cnal moult complete. 


MEASUREMENTS 

\Ving 

Bfll 

Tarsus Tail 

cf 9 42-49 

(from feathers) 
lO-lI 

f. 21 50 (rummer) to 

Weight 1 cf 7 g (GD). 


70 (winter) mm 

(Baker) 


COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Iris ycflow to brown. Bill black in summer, brown 
in winter; inside of mouth black in nrmmer. Legs and feet orange-flah. 
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Prinia crinioer Hodgson 
Key to the Sabspedes 


Page 

A Palest; less wann brovm p. c. striatula ‘ ^ 

B Intermediate between A and C P.c.ainiger 70 

C Darkest; upperparts rich ddrk rufous P. c. eatharia 71 


1526. Sind Brovm Hill Warbler, Piinta crinign sirialula (Hume) 

Bhridfcrdius [sie} Strialutus Hume, 2872, Stray Feathers I.: 44, nomen nudum 
Blanfordius strialulus Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 300 
(Karaciu, Sind) 

Baker, FBI No. 924, Vol. 2: 520 
LOCAL NAUE5. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length, including long tail, c. 16 cm (6 in.). 
nELp CHARACTERS. As in 1527, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTRiBOTioN and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The foothills of Paldstan from the Salt Range and Kohat 
south through the Suleiman and Sind ranges nearly to the coast and west to 


Pr/nlo crlniger 



striatula (1556). 
eatharia (15^8). 


criniger (15^17). 


the I^gol Valley; from e. 900 to 2200 m, drifting down to the foothills in 
winter. Affects grass-and-scrub jungle and open pine forest on hillsides. 
Extralimilcl. Recorded from Nuristan, NE. Afghanistan (Paludan). 


’0 SYLVIINAE 

GENERAi. HABTTS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1527. 

BREEDiNC. Season^ May to August, digest and as in 1527. 

Museum Diaohosis. Differs from mmirr in the winter plumasc being min- 
• above, 1 m warm brown; light streaks abo paler; edges of wing Im deep rufouj- 
under tail-coverts and flanks paler. Summer plumage also paler. * 

ifCASUREMETrrs and colours op bare farts. As in 1527. 

Weight 1 o' (Dec.) 12-4; 1 o? (Dec.) 13g— Pa\-ntcr; I o' (bfarch) 12g— Paludsn. 



1527. Hitnalayan Brown HiU Warbler. Piinia criniger ctirngrr Hodgson 

, Printa? Sirya criniier Hodgson, 1835, Aslat. Res. 19: 183 (Ncp.ri) 

Baker, FBI No. 923, Vol. 2 : 5 1 8 
* Plate 85, fig. 19 

LOCAL NAMES, PhiUo (Kashmir); Suj-a (Nepal); Dfing-Afiw-Mo (Lepcha) ; .TisL 
shUiik (Bhutan). 

^ SIZE. Sparrow — , with a long tail; length c. 16 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A long-taUcd, bro\s7! warbler dark'Streaked abo\T, 
strongly reminiscent of the \sTcn-warb!crs of the plains. A pass- 
able miniature of the Common Babbler {Tur'doides caudalus). 

Above j brown*, distinctly streaked on head and back. Tail very 
long, strongly graduated, each rcctrix tipped with buff and a 
subterminal dusky spot; tail narrowly cross-barrcd but this 
character only visible at very close range. Beloic, pale fuK’oui 
X e. 1 (summer), marked with dusky spots or mottling on sides of 
"throat and breast (winter); flanks oUve-browTi. Sc,xcs alike. 

The similar P, bumesit (153!) is a bird of the plains only. It is distinguished 
^by its whitish underparts {v. ^varm fulvous). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Comnioii resident, subject to small 
vertical movements. The Himalayan foothills from Murrec and Kashmir 
cast to Arunachal Pradesh. Breeds froni c. 1 200 m (in the western Himalayas 
down to r. 600 m) up to 2100 m, locally up to 2800 m, exceptionally 3100 m 
(Simla, Nepal). Winters from c. 2100 m doivm to c. 300 m. Affects low 
bushes on grassy slopes and in stony ravin«, terracc*cuUivated hillsides, 
and open pine forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Found Singly or in pairs, skulking among low scrub 
and grass tussocks. Flight feeble and jerky. WTien disturbed, seldom flics far 
before tumbling headlong into another bush; or it shoots almost vertically 
down a steep hillside, tail doubled over the back and wings pulled in at the 
sides. 

Display. In the breeding season males frequently mount to the top of a 
bush or free to utter their reeling creaky song. For this, very p.'irtial to 
telegraph wires where available. From time to time one will jump up and 
perform curious aerial evolutions consisting of a scries of steep wave-crests 
and nose-dives accompanied by a low fluttering* sound -—antics recalling 
those of the Ashy Wrcn-Warblcr (1517), q.v. 

food. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Song, an exuberant but wheezy, almost scraping 
double-note, like a knife being sharpened on a grindstone; Pir/lu-Pz/fhi- 
Vzeetu (or tsee-lsivee-fsee-tswee . . .) usually given in scries of three or four 
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(Lister), of same pattern as Jungle Wrcn-Warbler*s (1519), q.v.; uttered 
from some vantage point or as the bird dive-bombs at the female or in the 
vicinity of the nest, this performance accompanied by a loud flutter. Sec 
also Display, above. Regiilar song period, beginning of March till end of 
October, but song may also be heard sporadically throughout the winter 
(Proud, Nepal). 

BREEDING. Scoson, May to October, chiefly July and August. Pfest, an 
oval structure with the entrance near the top, made of grass, thickly matted 
with vegetable down and lined with finer grass. Usually placed in grass 
within a half-metre of the ground, sometimes in bushes overgrown wth 
grass, up to c. 120 cm above the ground. Eggs, normally '4, somedmes 3, 
rarely 5; clutches of more than four may include an egg of the Plaintive 
Cuckoo {Cacomaniis nuruUnus) closely resembling those of the host. Colour, 
white to pale pink marked with tiny reddish blotches and specks forming a 
ring near the extremity of the large end (not around the broadest part). 
Average size of 100 eggs }7'6 x 12-6 mm (Baker). Building, incubation 
and care of young by both sexes; incubation period ten or eleven days. 
Frequently brood-parasitized by Cuculus canoras and Ccconuuilit merttlinus. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspecies; for details of plumages Baker, 
loc. dt. 

MEASUREMENTS 


99 


Wing 

Bill 

_ (from skull) 

Tarsus 

51-61 

14-15 

r.23 


TaU 

summer winter 

90 - U4 mm 
. 74-84 — mm 

(BB,.SDR) 


Weight2 rfcT (May) 15, (Nov.) 17g — GD; 1 o? (Jan.) 13-2g — Pa)Titcr. 
COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris palc brown. Bill: upper mandible black, lower 
light brown. Legs and feet brownish flesh; claws black (summer — SDR). 

Iris yellow-white to orange. Bill black (summer), homy bro^vn, flesh’ below 
(winter). Legs and feel fleshy pink or yellowish flesh (Baker), 


1528. Assam Brown HiU Warbler. Printa criniger eatharia Reichenow 

Prirtia eatharia Reichenow, 1908, Om. Monaisb. 16: 13 
(Ta-tsieng-Iu-ting, Sctschuan) 

Stya crimgerytaviaTunsis Haringlon, 1913, Bull. BnL Om. C2. 31 : 110 
(Yunnan = Momicn) 

Sto crimgm cssemica Baler, 1924, Bull. Brit Orn. Cl. 44: 80 (Shillong) . 
Sutya [sie"] erinigera nehulosa Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4 : 43 
' (Cherrapunji, Khan Hilb) 

Baker, FBI No. 925, Vol. 2: 520 


local name. Daolisha dldao (Cachari). 

SIZE. SpaJTow — , wth a long tail; length c. 16 cm (6 in.). 

FiElij CHARACTERS. As in 1527, q.v. 

status, ntsTRiBunoN and habitat. Common resident^ The ? 
Bam, Nagaland, Manipur and Bangladesh south to the 

from c. 800 m to the highest sun^’ts, optimum zone 1200-1800 m. 
ffects coarse grass and scrub-and-grass jungle. 
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Extralimilal. Extends to norlhern Burma, iiorthwesleni Yunnan and 
izechuan. The spedes ranges east through the Indochinese coimincs and 
outhem China to Formosa. ' • 

GENERAI. habits, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1527. , r J 

BREEDINC. Season, chiefly ApriJ, hfay and June, but eggs may be found 
o a“every month oflhe year. AW, as in 1527. Eggs, 3 to 7, norma ly 4. 
"e to^dull green, spoiled as in 1527 but ring no, - --anabty 
rail defined; occasional eggs may be unmarked. Average ot 2QU eggs 
6-7 X 12-8 mm (Baker). Breeding biology as m 1527. 

Museum Diagnosis. Samnur. Feathers of forehead, crown, nape and n«nl e 
brown suffused svitb chestnut and margined brownuh ashy to give a boldly 
ireaied appearance. IIW. Equally boldly streaked, but 

ich dark ^ous svash which masks the light margins and gives the bird a genera ly 
larker appearance (Deignan). Differs from 1527 ia being darker. 

u.,nTaFMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As In 1527. 


Prinia atrooularis (Moore) 


Key to the Snb*pecie» 

Upperparts oUvc-brovm. * * * ' 

Upperparts feiruginoiu bro'vn 


P. a. alrogularis 
. .P. a. Piasiana 


19. Hinsalayan Blackthroated HIU Warbler. PHssia niragalans 
atroguJaris (Moore) 

roguUris Moore, 1854, in Horsficld A Moore, Cat. Bds. E.I. Co. I : xvili. 326 
(Daricding) 

Baker, FBI No. 928, Vol. 2: 523 
Plate 85, fig. H 

IL NAMES. ChibuTchty (Pahana); ShthshilUk (Bhutan). 

Sparrmv - , svilh a long tail; length r. 17 OT (6| in.). 
characters. A long-tailed svarbler. Maes Tdl 

brown, greyer on head and nape. Winp and 
long (c. 10 cm), strongly graduated, paler at tip. ^ 

red svith white monstachial stnpes. Breast spotted aji^ 

fulvous, more olive on flanks. In winter the throat .-.-ciliuni. 
;td with black, and there is a more or less distinct white supera 

distribution and habitat. 

JSd. Eastern Nepal (Ham District -Stevens nemmg & 

Ll (Darjeeling district). Sikkim, in win'tt 

:y, JBNHS 24: 75). Breeds from r. IlShideS bushes 

;b as 2200 m. Affects open 5Crub-and.gra« ° „rae 

Ig terrace cultivation and long grass m pmc for 
c^f counuy as i>. rrhugrr, but 

■Iralimilal. Adjacent southeastern Tibet. Tlic spe 
ai and Vietnam, and soulh to Sumatra. iVarWcr 

NERAI. liABm. Very similar to those f ^ Actisi bird, 

a singly or in pairs, skulking m tall grass and scrub. A very 
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ceaselessly turning this way and that, tvdtching its tail up and down — 
occasionally vibrating it up and down very rapidly for a moment. 
Repeatedly works its way in little spurts to the top of a bush and then flics 
down into cover (Lister). 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm, a series of soft, scolding chrm-chum^hurTT. 
Call-notes, a soft tp-tp-tp-tp . . . ^vhilc foraging; a soft, high-pitched prri . . . 
pni . . . prri and a ijip . . . Ijip (Lister). For rendition of song see 1530. 

BREEDDfO. Seasojtj chiefly May and June. PTesty globular with a lateral 
entrance, made of grass stems and flowering grass heads, usually with a 
small amount of moss incorporated; generally placed in clumps of grass, 
attached to t^vo or more stems, the materials being loosely svrapped around 
these. Eggs, 3 to 5, variable: more commonly pale greenish, more or less 
covered ^vith reddish freckles or small blotches, tisually forming a ring 
aroimd the broadest part; eggs with ^vhitc or pink ground colour are also 
found. Dificrent from those of P. eriniger in the less bold deflnition of the 
ring and in the great preponderance of the green type. For further details 
see Baker, Pfidifeation 2: 473. Average size of 100 eggs 16*9 X 12-7 mm 
(Baker). Building, incubation and care of yoimg by both sexes; incubation 
period c. 10 days. 

Museum Diackosis. See Key to the Subspecies. 

Young, above, brownish with a faint yellowish tinge; below, white with faint 
yellow tinge on throat and belly; an indistinct yellowish and green-brown band 
across the breast, hfarkings less distinct than in adult. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Vmg BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

£^9 45-56 13-15 20-25 75-117 mm 

(mostly 21-23) (OcL-April) 

(SA, Stresemann) 

Weight 11 c? 9 8-16 (av. 11-8) g — SA. 

COLomts OF BARE PARTS. Iris greyish brown. 'BiU b^o^sm (winter). Legs and 
' feet brownish flesh; claws homy bro^^•n. 


1530. Assam Blackthroated Hill Warbler. Prinia atrogularis khasiana 
(Godwin-Austen) 

Suya khasiana Godwin-Austen, 1876, Ann- Mag. Nat. Hist. 18: 412 
(Khasia Hills) 

Balter, FBI No. 929, ^'oL 2 : 524 ‘ 

LOCAL NAME. Dao'tiska d/dao (Caebari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — , with a long tail; length c. 17 cm (61 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1529, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis- 
STATOS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Common resident. Nagaland, Mani- 
pur and Meghalaya in the Cachar and Khasi hUb south to the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts of Bangladesh; from c. 900 to 1800 m (1400 to 2600 m on 
Mt Victoria), Affects tall grass or patches of low scrub mixed with grass 
on steep hillsides, on the edge of cultivation or fringe of forest. 
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a^n, almost impossible to flush a second time. General effect of the 
bchariour strangely reminiscent by turns of both Jungle IVfcn- 
arblcr (1521) and Streaked Laughing Thrush (1314) — a sitmlarity that 
wms curiously apparent also in their reeling songs. Occasionally feeds on 
nc ground, turning over dead leaves and searching nooks and crannies for 
uisccts. During daytime little or nothing is usually seen of the bird; tow'ards 
however it comes out of its retreat, creeps about the outside of a 
dhtiub^^^ ^t intervals, only to dive into thick cover again if 

^^DD. Insects. 

'oiCE and calls. Call-note, a wheezy Jeec. Song loud and pleasant, 
Img that of Saxicola ccprala, * a clear sweet liquid %varblc of about four 
5«xin^ and in a \\*ay rcminisccnl also of the reding songs of Jungle Wren- 
^blcr and Streaked Laughing Thrush. A chattering alarm-note described 
M a quiet nasal rattle, and when excited a very rapidly repeated chit or sot * 
(Holmes & Wright). r p J 

breedino. SeasoTiy Febniar>' to September. AVrl, cup-shaped, nude of 
grass lined with vegetable doun, Jine grass and sometimes a feather 
w two. Well hidden in a grass dump, almost on the ground, often on the 
of a small clearing. The female sits dose, skulking off into cover on 
Wng disturbed and easily abandons the nest Eggs 4, white svitb a ver>' faint 
of greenish blue, profusely speckled all over wth dark brown, shghtly 
so at the large end. Avera^ size of 20 eggs 17*9 X 14'2nim (Baker). 
Share of sexes in domestic duties unknown except that the female alone 
appears to build the nest 
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ExlralimitaL Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1529. 

VOICE and caixs. A loud song rather similar to that of/*, crini^rr (1527) 
rendered as tulip . . . tulip . . . tulip (Heinrich). Other calls as in 1529. 

BREEDING. As in 1529. 

AIuseum Diagnosis. Male and Female, winter, like otrosularis but upper- 
parts, edges of wings and tail bright rufous; flanks more ochraceous. StanTneT, like 
atrogulcris but upperparts, especially crown, bright rufous as arc,cdge 3 of wing and 
tail. Female like male but chin and throat with white markings making the black 
less conspicuous. Apparently only has a body moult in spring. 

Young, like winter adult but not so rich or so rufous bro^v^. Underparts as 
adult; there is an indication of the black, white-tipped throat. First primarj* with 
broader outer web. Tail shorter and more films\*. Postjuvenal rnoull complete. 

MEASUREMENTS. As in 1529. 

Weight 1 9 11; I juv. 9 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1529. 

Prinia burnesh (Blyth) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Under tail-coverts dark ferruginous P.b. bumesii 

Under tail-covcrts grc>'ish white P.b. ctneraseens 

1531. Western Longtailed Grass Warbler. Prinia bumesii bumesii 
(Blyth) 

Eu.(^eTeus) Bumrrii Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 374 
(Indus territories = Sind) 

Baker, FBI No. 832, Vol. 2: 430 
Plate 85. fig. 17 

LOCAL NAMES. Hedela, Chiho (Sind). 

SIZE. Sparrow — , with a long tail; length c. 17 cm (6i in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovt, rufcsccnt gTcy and rufous-brown with darker 
streaks. A pale eye-ring. Below, greyish ^vhitc. 
Tail olive-brown, very long and graduated, the 
lateral feathers tipped fulvous. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from P. criniger by the whitish 
underparls. P. lepida, the other streaked Prinia, 
differs by its smaller size and paler plumage. 

X ^ ] STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnl, 

locally common. Pakistan in the plains of the 
Indus. Affects long sarkhan grass {Saccharum) in pure stands or where mixed 
with acacias and tamarisks, mainly in the vicinitv' of large rivers and their 
tributaries. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pajjs or small parties to rootstocks of dense 
grass clumps, hopping and threading its way through the stems and in and 
out of cover with the agility of a mouse*. Is’ an inveterate skulker, slipping 
away silently through the thickest scrub, and flushed only with difficulty. 
Then flics hurriedly for a few short metres and tumbles headlong into cover 
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Museusi Diagnosis. Differs from disjunct cinerascem (1532) in being more 
nifoccnt above and in having the under tail-coverts deep rufous (y. greyish white). 
Young, like adult but upperparts more uniform, the dark streaks hardly dis- 


ccrniblc. 

SfEASUREMENTS 

^Ving 

BUI 

(from feathers) 

Tanus 

Tail 

^^9 

53-57 

10-11 

20-21 

8S-I08 mm 
(Balter) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill brown above, straw below Legs and 
feet flesh-coloured. 

1532. Eastern LongtaiJed Grass Warbler. Prinia bumesii cinerascens 
(\Valden) 

Eui^cereus einnaseens Walden, 1874, Ann. Mag, Nat. Hist. 14: 156 
(Dhubri, Lower Bengal) 

Baker. FBI No. 833, Vol. 2: 431 
Plate 85, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAXiES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — , with a long tail; length c. 16 cm (61 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1531, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. Assam in 
the plains of the Brahmaputra and Cachar, Bangladesh in the north and 
in Syihct; western Bihar (Monghyr, one record). Affects the vast expanses 
of ekra or elephant-grass in the vicinity of large rivers and in swamps. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1531. 

BREEDING. Seosoii, at Icast April and May. P’est, as in 1531. Eggs, as in 
1531 but ground colour slaty green and speckb'ng almost black- Average 
size of 7 eggs 16*9 X 13*9 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Diff'en from baresii in bring more olivc-grty, less rufous 
above, and in having the under tail-covcrts gre^-ish white like the abdomen. 

>IEASUREMi:?nS 

Wing Tama Tail 

£ji 9 51-52 c, 21 68-79 mm 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull r. 15 mm 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IiTS sicnna-browm. Bill horny black, dark above, 
bluish below. Legs and feel brownish, plumbeous or slaty brown, 

» Genus ScoTocERCA Sundcvall 

Seotxeras Sundcvall, 1872, Meth. Av. DIsp. Tenu: 7. 

'Type, by original designation, Jifeixffuj ix^uieinj Crcteschmar 
Much resembles Prvda but tarsus longer. Tail slightly graduated, slightly longer 
than wing. Long hairs overhanging nostrils. 
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1533. .Streamed Scrub Warbler. Scotocma inqmtta striata (Brooks) 

\ i.MilUo/:lrilusslrialiuBroohi, 1872, Ibis: 180 (JVaoshera. Punjab) 

Baler, FBI No. 905» Vbl. 2: 501 
( Plate 85, fig, 18 

LOCAL NAitES. Nonc rccordcd. 

■SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

nELD CHARACTERS. A small sanicoloured warbler with a dark, erect 
tail. About, pale sandy brown, conspicuously streaked on crmvu with dark 
brown. A dark line from lores through, eye and a broken, pale eye-ring. 
Supercihum, cheeks and sides of breast pinkish fulvous. TaU dark brown 
outer rectriees with pale tips. Below, huffish white, lightly striated svith brmra 
on throat; flanks pale buff*. Sexes alike. 

The dark line through eye, terrestrial habits, and barren stony habitat at 
once distinguish this specif from any streaked Prinia. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common resident. The hills 
of Pakistan from Peshawar and Kohat east to the Jhelum River, south to 
the Makran coast and west through Baluchistan (Ticehurst, JBNHS 31 : 700, 

Scotocerco Inipiitta ttrlata 



Distributional range 


I y i Isolated records 


1926, Ghristison, Ibis 1941 : 536). Affects arid, rocky hUlsides, ravines and 
valley floors where scrub or a few clumps of grass afford it hunting ground. 
In summer locally up to e. 3000 m (at least until October) and down to the 
foothills, but docs not enter the plains. 

Extralimital. The species extends through the Middle East countries and 
North Africa to Morocco. 
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GE-HEI^L HABITS. Kccps in pairs or in small parties. ‘A most attraeffic 
bird racing about like a mouse, its tail never quiet, and working itself into 
an ecstasy of excitement, flicking its (ittlc tvings, bouncing this vay and 
that, under one stone, over another, round another, reappearing in most 
unexpected places ’ (Meinertzhagen). It is a tj'pical WTcn-uarbler aside 
from its more terrestrial habit. Feeds a great deal on the ground under the 
shelter of bushes and coarse grass, or hops about restlesslv among the 
rootstocks and low branches of stunted thorn scrub, constantly jerking its 
cocked tail over its head and from side to side. 

FOOD. Insects, minute snails and seeds, 

VOICE and calls. *Has a variety of notes of three main types: A 
cheerful and sweet song. A melodious, rather loud trill of about five notes 
descending in tone, uttered when the bird is at case. A dull but rather 
loud pit, pit of alarm, much like a dull version of the familiar call of the 
Tailor Bird’ (WTiistler MS.). ‘ Like the squeaking of mice * (Williams). 

DREEDiNC. Season, end of February to August. Mst^ globular, made of 
dry grass stems, rather untidy but well lined with rilky fibres, some fch-like 
vegetable matter and a few feathers. Placed in low bushes from a few 
centimetres above the ground up to c, 1 *5 m, usually rather low down. 
Eggs, 5 or 6, white marked with minute specks of reddish pink to reddish 
brown, numerous at the large end where they form an ill-defined cap or 
zone. Average size of 40 eggs 15*8 X 11*9 mm (Baker). Apparently 
frequently brood-parasitized by Cuculus canoms. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Young, like adult but wing and tail broivner and dark markings on upperparU 
not so sharply defined. 

The species has two moults, the spring moult only partial. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Tarsus Tail 

cP 9 49-52 r. 18 43-50 mm 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull 12 mm 

Weight 1 o' 8, 1 9 8 g (subsp. ?, Afghanistan) — Faludan. 

colours of bare parts. Iris hazel. Bill broivn, lowermandiblc yellowish. 
and feet yellowish brown. 

Genus Graminicola jerdon 
CwmimWa Jerdon, 1863, Bds. India 2: 177. 

' Type, by monotypy, Jerdon ^ 

Bill rather stout, about half the length of the head. Four stiff rictal bristles. Crest 
feathers distinctly spinous. 

1534. Large Grass Warbler. Gfaminieola bengakusis bengaUmis jcidoix 
Gtaminicota BengaUixsis Jerdon, 1863, Bds. India 2: 177 
(Cachar — see Baker, Nidif. 2: 393; also Blsi^ras, JBNHS 65 ; 224) 

Baker, FBI No. 834, Vol, 2 : 433 
Plate 85» fig. 21 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 16 cm {6J in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A rufous-browTi grass warbler ivith a broad, 
graduated, white-tipped tail. Above, head and 
back streaked ivith black and rufous; sides of 
neck and lower nape streaked black and white. 
A white supercilium. Wings and rump rufous. 
Tail dark broi\m, strongly graduated, conspi- 
cuously tipped ivith white. Below, throat, breast/ 
X c. \ and bdly ivhite, flanks rufous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DKTRtBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, 
locally common. From the western Nepal tcrai (Rand & Fleming 1957, 
Fleming & Traylor 1 968) cast through northern Bengal (Jalpaiguri duars) 
and the flood-plains of the Brahmaputra, south through the plains of Assam, 
Manipur and Bangladesh to the Ganges.' Affects tall grass and reeds. 




G. b. baigelauis [liJi). S. piatjura {^^6). 

Extralimital. The species ranges through .the Indochinese countnea to 

'geotrae harhs. Little knoivn except that it is difficult to observe in 
le dense grass in which it skulks. With close beating and walking up the 
ird flushes readUy but it dives into cover almost mstanuneously; and it 
red at and missed it vanishes for ever! (Hume). 

voiS’ aid Said to be very noisy in the breeding se^on, so^g 

Ito the air and singing a harsh and loud song, also from the tops of rec^. 
M-note similar tHLt of the American Catbird-' a mewing call 

Fleming). 
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breeding. Season, at least July and August (monsoon). Mest, a deep cup 
of sedges and vegetable fibres, lined ivith fine grass roots and fixed between 
a few reeds in the manner of reed irarblers. It is placed in dense rfra grass 
or reeds standing in deep ivater during tlic rains, thus extremely dilficult 
to find. Eggs, apparently 4, white, thickly covered with purple-red and deep 
broivn specks and spots, especially at the large end. Two eggs measured 
17-2 X 14-5 and 17-2 X 14'1 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diaonosb. See Field CSiaracters. 

MEASUREMENTS ^ 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

58-63 13-15 ' r.2i 73-30 mm 

0 * (Balter) 

Weieht 5 d'd’, 1 9 0-46 - 0-58 01 . (c. 13 - 16-5 g) — Hume. 

Zwvas or biIre PARTS. Iris ;iddish brown. Bill brown, fleshy at base of 
lower mandible. Legs and feet pale fleshy brown. 

Genus Orthotomos Horsficid 

OrlbobTous Honfield, 1821. Trans. Linn. Sx. "=5. 

Type, by monolypy, Orlboltmas stftnm Horsficid 

Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Bds. Bril. Mm. 7: 176, 229. 

Type,b%riginaldm!gnat!on,W/«ngaferWIaaBTemmmck ^ 

■ Bill as loo^as head, broad and rather flan A few nctal brute. 

,mooA and flat A few long soft hairs springing from nape. Wmg very short and 
raondtirfi^ primi; (as.)^arge. fourth and fifth longest.' Tail wifl. 12 rectrtees, 
graduated. Tarsus long and strong. 

Key lo the Specie. 

' Page 

... 6. etrornlarii 66 

A Throat black ' 

B Throat not black 

1 Belly bright yellow BO 

2 Belly huffish white, concolorous with throat O. ntmus 

Orthotomus sutorius (Pennant) 

Key to the Sahepedee , 

A Uppeipans brighter )'cIIow-grccn 

1 More richly coloured; bill averaging thortcr 

a Below whitish b^. o/'flus ^ 

b Below more rufous ' ' . , 81 

2 Duller; b'lU averag'mg longer 

B Upperparts darker and greener teeodWi » 

3 Plumage more saturated 7 y 

4 
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1535. Indian Tailor Bird* Orihiorma siticrius (Latham) 

Sjlrls fszsTiia Laiham, 1790, Index Om.: 5M (Guxcrai) 

Tsf^cpiUa Hutton, 1833, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 2: 504 
(Simla, ri^ Kodz, 1939) 

OrtKstjrrss Tsisrvu larAcs Koelz, 1939, Proc. BioL Soc. Washington 52: 70 
— (Londa, Bombay Presidency’) 

Orihobrza rjtsriss sir.£sT:a Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 71 
(Hyderabad; Sind) 

Baker, FBI No. 813 (pan). VoL 2: 410 
Plate 87, £ip II 

LOCAi. NAMES. DdrzeCf PAclia, Piddi (Hindi, Marathi) ; TcihkOf Dcijido (Gujarad) ; 
LOhiJitta (Tclugu); Pdr^uTSci (Malayalam) ; T>.ar 7 <d cHifa, Pen cHtti (Tamil). 
.SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

ITELD C31ARACTERS. A Small fcstlcss ycUosvish green ts'arbicr wth 
whitish buff tmderparts and nist-coloiircd crown. Tail pointed, usually 
carried erect, the central rcctriccs narrow and elongated. Sexes aHkc but 
tan usually longer in male. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A common and widespread speaes. 
Paldstan and India from the Himalayan foothills [except range of pstia 
(1536, q.v.)] south to Kanyakumari (Gape Comorin). In the hills up to 
Ortbotomus tatoriia 



gitzarabu ( 1535 ). liiMl petxa ( 1536 ). 

laUus ( 1537 ). J cderias ( 1538 ). 


l/mtfflwSww ( 1539 ). 


e, 1400 ai, rarely 2000 m. Affects herbaceous gardens (even m the midst 
of noisy dties), scrub country especially in die viciiuty of culth*adon; 
dedduous jungle and village environs; in arid regions it is found in wooded 


compounds e^-en* where separated maybe by sc\’cral Hlomctrcs of un- 
congenial semi-desert. 

CRKERAi. HABITS. Found singly or in pairs. Normally quiet and stulHng, 
but tame and confiding near human dw'cUings. Usually keeps low down in 
herbage and undergrowTh, hopping about energetically, tml erect and 
constantly flicked from side to side, uttering its loud, familiar call. Sddom 
flics more than a metre or two from co\'cr to cover, the long tail jerked 
cn*cr the back in a very characteristic manner. Commonly seen hunting for 
insects attracted to mango blossoms, and will also feed on flower nectar; 
occasionally hops about to feed on the ground. 

FOOD. Mainly small insects and their Iar\ae: identified among stomach 
contents are tenebrionid and curculiomd beetles, hemipterous bugs, ants, 
and jassid flies. Has been obser%-cd to take 'buttcr&cs and moths. Also feeds 
on the flower nectar of SaIrrviIiCj BcTrJfox, Etythinn., Biitea, and many other 
species (pollen transported on frontal and throat feathers). 

Voice and calls. Alarm-note (as w’hcn nest approached) a loud, quick 
repeated pii-pit-pii^pii . . . while hopping agitate^y in the bushes around 
the intruder, WTiile foraging often utters a quick chetp^hsp ... in runs of 
5 or 6 chepi each. Song surprisingly loud for such a small bird. Rendered 
zs pitcidk-pitehik-piufdk .... or chubit, chubit uttered intermittently all 

day long during the breeding season in scries of 3 or 4 piUhiks with hardly 
any pause bctw’ccn the runs. ^Vhen cxdtcd, the male ‘ climbs to an out-* 
standing t\rig and pours out this song, his svhole body xibrating with the 
effort, his tail cocked till it nearly touches his back, and the feathers of the 
throat parting to show thor dark bases svhich give him the appearance of 
ha\ing a black gorget * (Betts) 

BRLEDiNO. Season, overall March to December, but mainly during the 
monsoon when herbaceous grow’th required for nesting is at its maxiinum, 
Lc- June to August. Broad-leaved seedlings and grafts of mango and fig, 
young teak in isurscrics, and cannas, crofoas and svchBke omamental plants 
in gardens afford fa\’oiiritc rites. The nest may be built into one large 
drooping leaf or sc\’cral smaller ones sewn along the edges to form a cone 
or with threads of vegetable down. One thread may serve for sc\’cral 
stitches. The ends do not alw'aj’s appear to be knotted, but flock out-naturally 
and hold themselves in place. Tbe upper portion of the leaf nearest the 
stem arches over and protects the aperture w’hich faces into the interior of 
the plant. Sometimes the tension of the leaf is too great for the strand to 
hold the edges in place, and the bird returning with more material finds that 
the leaf has sprung back to its original porition with numerous strand t 
floating. At other times the knots, not b^g large enough, pull through, 
thereby ruining the labour of perhaps a %v’hoIe day; but the bird’s patience 
is inexhaustible and as often as a strand snaps, so often is it rcnc^s'cd and 
strengthened. 

The nest itself, built when the sewing is completed, is placed within the 
leaf cone and consists of a soft cup of fibres (coir etc.), spiders* egg bags 
and %‘cgctablc floss. The rim is strongly reinforced w-ith bark fibre. \Vhen 

^ Tbe dark [crcscezU-sbapcd] rpoti on cadi ride of the Tailor Bird's throat arc fotmd m 
Kxes and are primarily due to the absence of fealben on an area of darkly pigmeated 
skia. Its nature and purpose require m%'estigation. 
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built near houses or in pot plants in a veranda, as is often the case, all 
sorts of unusual materials such as bits of string, wool or cotton may be 
used. In semi-desert countr)’ W’here large-leaved plants are absent, the nest 
is of the Cislicola type. A number of small narrow leaves, c.g. of Salcadora 
cleoides or maybe a garden rosebush, are loosely sc\vn together with v^;etable 
floss and the nest-cup within stitdicd to them for support. 

The rite chosen is usually under a metre from the groxmd on account of 
the bird’s partiality for broad-leaved plants — occasionally in a leaf almost 
trailing the ground — * but sometimes up to 4 to 5 metres. Nests usually well 
concealed. For further nesting details, see JndxfacHon 2; S70. Eggs, 3 to 5, 
usually 3, very \*ariablc in ground colour but t^vo mAm types: 1) white 
to cream or p^e pink, 2) white v.’ith a faint tinge of g reen or blue to a bright 
blue or pale sea-green. In both t^’pes the markings are fairly large blotches, 
spots and specks of pinkish red to red-brown about the large end where 
they may form an ill-defined ring, and smaller marks scattered about 
scantily dscwberc. Average size of 100 eggs 16*4 X 11*6 mm (Baker). 
Both sexes hdp in construction though share of male appears mostly to be 
bringing the matcriaL Stitching of leaf apparently by female alone. In one 
case the bmlding took four days; an egg was laid on each of the following 
days. Incubation by both sexes; period 12 days. Often brood-parasitized by 
>thc Plaintive Cuckoo, CeecTnarJis mtndinas. When disturbed, ftc incubating 
bird slips off* quietly until it is at a safe distance, when it demonstrates 
noisily, Male feeds his mate when she is incubating at intervals of c. 10 
minutes. Feeding of young b^* both parents. Nestlings may be beard calHng 
inride the nest but alarm-notes from the parents produce instant rilence. 
The birds remain paired after breeding and may often be seen roosting 
cuddled together on a t%vig, sometimes in a potted plant in a veranda and 
hardly 50 cm from the ground. 

Nesting subject to hea^y mortality at all stages frtnn rodents, cats, 
mongooses, crow-pheasants, lizards, snakes, etc, 

Mcsscm DiAC?fos3. Rtifous cap confined to fordiead at-/} anterior crown; a 
broad grc)’ area separating the cap frttn the yellomsh g reen mantle. Central pair 
of rcctriccs mu^ longer in winter than in summer. Prmmptial motilt of b^y, 
tertials and tril. 

Young, similar to^adult female. Posti^venal moultof body, leaser and median 
co v er ts . 

KZASUSZMESm 

Taa 

37 (summer) to 
no (winter) mm 

34-39 mm 

(H\V, SA) 

eight 10 6^9 fr-IO (av.7-5) g — SA- 

or SAKE PARTS. Iris ochre to cracgc. BUI: upper maadiHc hrown, 
«r»*er dark fiesh; mouth pale flesh. Legs and feet hrownah flesh; daws dusky. 



WTng 

Bill 

Tama 



(from akuU) 


ti'<f 

47-55 

15-17 

17-21 

99 

43-49 

14-17 

I&-2I 
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1536. Bengal Taflor Bird. OrthateTmirstdentts paiia Hodgson 

Ortheisnas petia Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zook Soc- London: 29 
(Nepal, r estricted to Katmandu by Riplc>', 1930, JBNHS 49: 402) 
Baker, FBI No. 814, Vol. 2: 412 


LOCAL NAMES. Potia (Nepal) ; TterUcra (Bengali) ; Tetiee serai (Assam) ; A'era doe 
UftSf (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

field characters. As in 1535, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HAETTAT. Common resident. The Nepal tcrai, 
northeastern Uttar Pradesh, northern Bihar and Bengal cast through 
Bangladesh, Bhutan foothills and Assam (except for the range of lutau) 
Afi*ects gardens, hedgerows, orchards, edges of forest and thin scrub; plains 
and hills up to c. 1800 m. 

Extrclimlal, Burma. The spedcs extends cast through the Indochinese 
countries, southern China and south to Ja\’a- 
CENERAL HABTTS and FOOD. As in 1535. 

VOICE and CALLS. Generally as in 1535. Song also rendered as tiUareet 
or lo’xee repeated sc%’cral times while foraging. A loud, dear tyeea gi%*cn in 
quick succesrion with bardy any pause between. 

breedino. Season, O’crall March to October, clucfly May to July. AVrf 
as in 1535. Eggs, 3 to 6, generally 4, rimilar to those of 1535. Average size 
or200 eggs 15*9 X 11*3 mm (Baker). 

Meszmi Diacnoss. Xlore richly coloured than gsssreSss. Upperparti more 
saturated oli\*e>green; bufi" wash of lower pans more pronounced; rufous cap itiD 
mote redxtced; bm somewhat shorter. 
measurements 




C9 

(BB, HW) 

Wd^t 10 cJ’cT (April-Aug.) 7-7-8*9 g; 3 o'c? (Nov.-Jan.) 8-I-9-9 g; 2 9 9 
(April^Aug.) 7-3. 8-2 g; 3 9 9 (Jai^) 7'&-8 g (Pa>-nicr). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris browa to ydlowish brown- BiH: upper mandible 
da^ horny, lower fiohy. Legs and feet brownish flesh; daws homy brown; soles 
fleshy white. 


^Ving 

BOl 

Tall 


(Grom skull) 


45-50 

15-16 

43 (summer) to 



69 (winter) mm 

44-50 

15-16 

37-41 mm 


1 537. Mishzni Tailor Bird. Oridiolsrrais isScrias ltdrss Ripley 

Onhatsrss ssSeriss IxSees Ripley, 1948, Proc. BioL Soc. Washington 61 : 105 
(Tezu, Mishmi HHls, NE. Assam) 

' Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL KAMEL Nonc reco r ded. 

arTPL sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CSARACTERL As in 1535, q.v. See !Muscum DiagnoriL 




532 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 8: 85-88 


WARBLERS 85 

SI-ATUS, DCTRiBunoN and BAEtTAT. Cknumon rendent. From the Mishmi 
Hni3 south through Marghcrita and Nagaland to northern Manipur. 
Habitat as in 1536. ^ 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1535. 

VOICE and CALLS. Noted as of same pattern but strikingly different from 
guzuratus of the Bombay area — a distinct ‘ regional dialect * (SA). 
EREEDiNc. As in 1535. 

Mcseou Dl^cnosb. More ruTous-buffbclfWlbaij/aiiiJ/creirai and cape darter, 

forehead ridier rufous. 

UEAscREMENTs. Asjnl536. 

Weight 2 9 9 7*5 (Nov.), 8-5 (Ocl) g — SDR. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale brown. BUI dart brown. Legs and feet flesb- 
colourcd- 


1538. Ceylon Ta0or BircL Ortkalomm sutorius sutorius (Pennant) 

rularia Pennant, 1769,ind. ZooL pi, 7 (Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 813 (part), Vol, 2: 410 


LOCAL NASirs. Baitickchaj TeztniS (Sinhala); TheSyarkaTon-iivriai, Koddia-takhSii 
(Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

held characters. As in 1533, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Gonunou and widespread residenL 
Ge}’Ion, in all rones from sea Ie\’cl to f. 1500 m. Affects gardens, jungle, 
scrub. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1535. 

VOICE and calls. Generally as in 1535; described as a loud, rather 
monotonous call vritb many variants, something like iiiter ihoer tiivcr . , . 
sometimes speeded up to^ twik twik imk .... When a pmr has become 
separated, it becomes a loud /zrib, laite (Henry). Alarm-note, a rapid 
chatter. 

BREEDiNC. Seaion^ ill-defined; nearly all year but with a peak in hfarch 
to May and again in August-September. Jftsi and eggs^ as in 1535. Qutch 
size usually 2, sometimes 3. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from guzimitas in bong darker gree n abcn'c, more 
uniformly washed with buff below. Rufous cap more extensive, practically absorbing 
all the grey of the nape. Bill longer and heavier. Not yet dear whether length of tail 
a sexual or a seasonal characteristic (scc^Vhisller, JBNHS 41: 96). 

MEASUREMETOS 


5Ving 

BiU 

Tbibus 

TaB 



(from aiuU) 




<?<? 47-50 

16-17 

18-20 

48.64 

mm 

9 9 42-46 

16-17 

ie-20 

29-33 

tnm 




(H3V) 


Weight 1 9 9g(SDR). 





COUOURa OP BABB PAJflB. 

As in 1535. 
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up to 1400 ta. Tardy 1800 

in. Affects heavy scrub and edges of evergreen 


forest. 

Extralimtal. The spedcs extends east through the Indochinese countries 
and south to Sumatra and Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS. A retiring spedcs frequenting low undcigrowth in 
dense jungle. It is more often heard than seen and, unlike the Indian Tailor 
Bird, confines itself to forest, not being found in opener surroundings. 
Works its way through the bushes, <x>ckcd often wdl over die head. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A loud trill * kri-Jfcri-kri . . , repeated a varying 
number of times ' (Smythies); quite distinctive and easily recognized ^s•hcu 
once heard. 

BREEDINC. SeascTtf March to August, chiefly May and June. AVrf, very 
similar to that of Indian Tailor Bird, usually built wthin a single broad leaf 
and quite close to the ground (within one metre). EggSt 3 to 5, generally 4, 
indistinguishablefromthoseofju/iTriax. AvcragesizconOOcggs 15*4 X 11*4 
mm (Baker). Both sexes share incubation. 

htusEuM Diagnosis. See Field Characters. * Black bases of throat feathers of 
female can alwa>-s be seen if turned back with the finger* (Baker), 

Young, similar to adult female but lacks rufous cap. 


MEASUREMENTS 


Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feaihert) 

o ' 9 42-48 14-15 r. 19-20 31-36 ram 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull 16 mm 

Wcisht2 o'er 6*8 (Feb.), 7-5 (May) g — Pay-nter. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iiif oraugr-brown. Bill brown, lower mandible pale 
flahy brovm. Legs and feet flesh-colour. 


1541. Goldenhcaded Tailor Bird* Orthotonttis cucullatus coronafus Blylh 

Orlkst^nmis c^rcfs^bu Bbth, 1861, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 200 (Sikkim) 
Baker, FBI No. 922. Vol. 2: 516 
Plate 87, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAME. Inhorma (Kacha Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm. (41 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. diSrc, forehead and crown rufous; a short >'dIow 
supcrdliuro. Lores, sides of head and a nuchal collar dark grey. 
Back and wings olive-green; lower rump )*clIow. Belowt throat 
and breast greyish white. Rest of underparts bright >-cllow. Tail 
bro^sTi; inner web of outer rcctrices white. Sexes alik^ 

Easily distinguished from other tailor birds by its bright yellow 

STATUS, DiSTRUJunoN and HAErtAT. Resident, locally com- 

moo. Eastern Nepal (not recorded since Hodgson), Sikkim, 

Darieellng and Jalpaiguri districts (duan), Bhutan and ArunachJ 

to the Mishinis, Nagaland, Manipur and the hills of Assam and Bangladesh 



X 1. 1 
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1539. Ceylon HigMand TaBor Bird. Orthtsma 
WHstlcr 

Ortlafcrai WhaUcr, 1939, BuIL Brit. Om. a. 60- 15 

(OHya) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAiiEs. As in 1538. 

SIZE. Sparrosv — ; length c. 13 era (5 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 1535, q.v. See Museum Diagnoris. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Commoii resident. The hi8 < of 
Ceylon from c. 1500 m to the highest summits. Habitat as in 1538. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and \’OICE. As in 1538. 

BREEDINC. Season, March to October with a peak in April-hlay and 
August-September. ^'esl and eggs, as in 1535. 

Museum Diacnosb. Differs from jrtormr ( 1538 ) in being darter more saturated 
green on upperparts. Grey of throat-feather bases more extensire; Hants dark ilaty 
gj«y- 

measurements 

'Ving Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

3 (fd’ 49-50 16-17 19-21 

19 47 16 20 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1535. 

1540. Blacknecired Tailor Bird. Ortkotomas atrogulans mSdus Hume 

OrthetJ>77au rJtid'js Hume, 1874, Stray Feathers 2; 478, 507 
(Pahpoon, Tenasserim) 

OrthotoTTBU ctrigularis [rie] leUbncola Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. I: 16 (Dimapur, Naga Hi!h} 

Baker, FBI No. 818, Vol. 2: 415 
Plate 87, ftg. 24 

LOCAL NAMES. Jtotgld UtUt s9Tdi (Assam) ; Eagre dao teeUt (Cadxari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e, 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, olive-green with a rufous or cliestnut 
crown. Bebw, checks and chin ^vhitxsh grey; throat black; 
sides of breast grey; belly whitish; lower flanks greenish yellow; 
under tail-covcrts yellow. 

Female, like male but lacks the black on throat. Distin- 
guished from Indian Tailor Bird (1535) by its bright yellow 
bend of s\’ing and imdcr tail-covcrts (both whitish buff in the 
species sutorius). The rufous of croum is more extensive and 
reaches the green of back, lacking the grey area of svtorius. 

X e. 1 Best distinguished by voice, q.v. 

STATUS, DKTRiBtrnoN and habitat. Resident, locally common. 
Sikkim, northern Bengal Qalpaiguri dist.), the hills of Bangladesh and 
Assam south of the Brahmaputra, and south to th^ Chittagong region, 
Nagaland and (?) Manipur, from the base of the lulls and adjoining plains 



Tan 

52-64 mm 
33 mm 
(HW) 
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to the Chittagong region ; up to e. 1 800 m (2200 m on hft Victoria). Affects 
evergreen biotope — scrub, grass and bamboo jungle, climax forest and 
secondary growth. 

Extralimital. The spedcs extends cast through southern China, the 
Indochinese countries, and south to Borneo and Ba/i. 

GENERAL HABITS. Very Similar to the Indian Tailor Bird (1535) but is 
exclusively {brcst-dwclling. Usually found in pairs or small parties, hunting 
in low thickets, elusive and diflicult to observe. Occasionally climbs up to 
six or nine metres in a tall bamboo when foraging, or makes short excursions 
into the air after insects. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note, a low buzz sounding like 
(Davison). Song, a loud four-noted whistle, the first t>vo on the same pitch, 
the third a trill (three or four notes uttered very rapidly) and the fourth 
either higher or lower tlian the first two. ft i*s repeated in a remarkable 
number of keys, high and low, rendered as pee^pi-pi-pee (Sm^iia). Also 
described as a very thin and high phrase of three notes, /fl-ta-fi, the second 
note only a short iniroducfion to the last higher and emphasized note. This 
song is usually repealed three times at intervals of a fciv seconds, eacli time 
higher than the preceding (Heinrich). 

BREEOiNO. Season, May to July. AVs/, made of fine grass stems, dry moss, 
lined with vegetable down and built within sewn-up leaves in tlic character- 
istic manner of O. sutorius. It is placed within a metre from the ground. 
Eggs, 3 or 4, pale blue marked with fine reddish specks. Average size of 
12 eggs I5'5 X U-3 mm (Baker). 


Museum Diagnosis- See Field Characicrs. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bfll 

(from skull; 

Tarsus 

‘Tafl 

7 (ftf 

46-48 

IG-ie 

f.20 

34-41 mra 

5 9 9 

45-46 

16-18 

19-20 

t. 42 mm 


(Stresemann, Baler, SA) 

\Vdght4d'd’0-2a-0-25ot.(5-C-7-lE) — Humcil 9 S-5 g (SA)( I o? 6f 
(SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. IrU brown. Bill; upper mandible black, lower basalif 
orange, distajjy horn. Legs and feet brownish flesh. 

Genus Locustella Kaup 

geaatflla Kaup, 1829, Stizz. Entwicl, N*L S)tl 1 15- 

Type, hy tautonymy, S^bie Lecusteils Latham ^ 

CT. WiWiamjon, K., 1953. The Genera OsJb. leeusUlla, Asr^rpAeUi and 
British Trust for Ornithology, Identification Guide No. 1. ./■<»« 

Dcmcmiev.C- P.,r/a/-, J 9 H. Usira (Englah tranilxti'on),^:!?^- 

Smilkscnian Irotimtion, Washington. 

Bnl ilcnder, .bout luifti long u ihe bad. Rirtj! bmlla vrry iroi «nd 
noticablc. Plujnigo toCt. Tint primuY («•) vciy »hort; 2nd 

tip of wing- Tafl graduated. Very much rounded at Up, the rcctrices Mig J'P®^ 

under ta3-coverti very long- 
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tage 

A Flanks boldly streaked L, tanceolata 90 

B Flanki hardly or not streaked 

1 Rectrices tipped with wbitisha L. eerikioia 89 

2 Rectrices not tipped with whitish L. ruuvie ' ' 91 


Locustella certhiola. (Pallas) 
Key to the Subspecies 


Darker and browner L, c. rubescens 

Paler and brighter rufous L. e, caitrahsiae 


1542. Pallas’s Central Asian Gi^shopper Warbler. Zocur/ri/j 
cmtralasiae Sushkin 


'LoeurUlla certhtoh cmtralanae Sushkin, 1925, Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. HIsL 38 (1) : 46 
(Rhara Usu River, Khangai, northwestern Mongolia) 

Baker, FBI No. 805, Vol. 2 : 399 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Spamnv — ; length e. 13 cm (5 in.). 



Tail from below, X r. 1 


FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1543, q.v. 
STATUS, DlSTRIBimON and HABITAT. 
Apparently scarce winter visitor. Anda- 
man Islands and Nicobars [Camorta — 
Abbott &. KJoss (ssp.?)]. Habitat as in 
1543. 

Extralimital. Breeds in central Asia 
from the Tien Shan to Mongolia. 
Recorded in t\inter from Burma. 

CENERAl. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. 

As in 1543. 

Museum Diagnosis. See ke^’s to the 
Species and Subspecies. 

.MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE 

PARTS. As in 1543. 


1543. Pallas’s Siberian Grasshopper Warbler. LocusUlla certhiola 
rvbescem Blyth 

LoeusUlh Blyth, 1845, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 14: 582 

(near Calcutta) 

Baker, FBI No- 805, Vol. 2 : 399 
Plate 85, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAME. Stm~batta-sorii (Assam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 13 cm (5 in.). 


90 


FIELD CHARACTERS. Above^ CTOwn stTcokcd gTcy and dark brown. A pale 
but conspicuous superidlium lrom lores to nape. 
Rest of upperparts olive-brown, the back streak- 
ed with dark browm. Tail roimdcd, tipped wth 
whitish. Below, whitish suffused \vith pale bro>vn 
on breast and flanks. Under tail-coverts bulf. 
Under surface of tail blackish broadly tipped 
with whitish. Sexes alike. 

Young bird similar to adult but underparts 

strongly suffused ^vith yello\v. 

The white-tipped tail and more rufous rump distinguish it from L. naevia, 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor, locally common. Lower 
Bengal, Assam, Bangladesh, * Central India* (Blyth, 1851), eastern Nepal 
(Biswas, 1968, JBNHS 65: 783), Andaman Islands, Ceylon (not recorded 
■ since 1877 — L^ge). A specimen netted in May 1963 in Kerala (P, V. 
George, JBNHS 62: 304). Affects swamps, Phragmxtes recd-beds and standing 
paddy fields. 

£!ar/rj/imi(a/. Breeds in Siberia betw'ccn the Ycniscy and the Sea of 
Okhotsk, south to the I^e Bmkal region. Winters in Biuma, the Indo- 
chinese countries, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

MIGRATION. Arrives in its wntcr quarters in October, remains till April 
or early May. Arrives on its breeding grounds in late May and early June. 

GENERAL HABITS. Very quict and secretive in winter when it skulks in 
reeds and grass; rises almost from under an advancing observer’s feet and 
hurriedly tumbles into cover agrin. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. In winter only an occasional chi-chirrr is uttered. 
BREEDING. ' Extralimital. 

Museum Diacnosb. See Key to the Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanm 

• (from skull) 

cJ'tT -61-70 

V.9 58-68/ - 

Weight 1 o? 12 g (BB); o’cJ' 16*4-19*5 g (Demenriev). 

COLOURS of BARE PARTS. Iris browD. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, lower 
fleshy yellow. Legs and feet pale flesh. 

1544. Streaked Grasshopper Warbler. LoaisUUa lanceolata (Temminck) 
Syloia /crtfro/cla Temminck, 1840, Man. d’Om. 4: 614 
'* Mayence * emre = Russia, see Tii^urst, JBNHS 31 : 497 and 
Dementiev et al., Bds. Sov. Union 6: 293) 

Baker, FBI No. 806, Vol. 2 : 401 
Plate 85, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAME. Sm-balta-soT^t (Assam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovt, olive-b^o^vn Streaked with black. A pale 
ycUmvish superdlium. Below, very pale yc^o^v, conspicuously streaked on 


TaU 

{ 50-56 mm 
48-55 mm 
(Williamson) 
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breast and flanks with dark b^o^vn, thb character distinguishing it from the 
other two species which occur in India (viz. eerihiola and naevia). Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTi’oN and HABITAT. Winter visitor. Bangladesh (aU 
parts jide Rashid), probably Assam, eastern Nepal (Biswas, 1968, JBNHS 
65: 783), and northern In^a (where very scarce): Etawah (U.P.), Delhi 
and Kutch (in both places one record — -Donahue, JBNHS 64: 425). Also 
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Abdulali, JBNHS 64: 185). Affects 
dense bush-and-grass; in the Nicobars open grassland and sugarcane; in 
Burma also low herbage in paddy stubbles. 

Extralimital. Breeds mainly'in southcm Siberia from the Ob river to 
Sakhalin island. Winters in the Indochinese countries and south to Sumatra 
and Borneo. 

MIGRATION. Arrives in its winter quarters in October. Migration takes 
place mostly in September (Dementiev); the Delhi record, August 17, is 
exceptionally early. Leaves in April. One taken at sea in the Gulf of 
Martaban on April 29 (on passage from Andamans ?) — SF 6 : 340. 

GENERAL HABITS. Those of the gcnus; one of the greatest skulkers, hard 
to flush and usually seen only by chance. Makes its wzy rapidly tluough 
tangled weeds and grass stems and nms along the ground among the root- 
stocks of the herbage in a truly astonishing manner. ^Vhen flushed, flies low 
and jerkily Tor a few short metres and dives into cover, running on imme- 
diately upon alighting. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note, chirr-ekirrr louder than that of L. certhiola. 

BREEDINO. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

^ 6 cTc? 53-59 

' 4 P p 52-58 

ld’»2oo? 50-55 

Bill from skull c. 14 mm. Tarsus c. 19 mm 

Weight (on summer grounds) ,S'6' 14-15; 9 9 13-14 g (Dementiev). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bnwn. Bill dark brown, >tllowish at base of Io%ver 
mandible. Legs and feet pale fioh. 


Tail 

44-47 mm 
— mra 
(Dementiev) 
32-42 mm 
(HA) 


1545. Eastern Grasshopper Warbler. LocusUlla naecia stramviea 
Scebohm 

Locsstella sfrerunea Seebohm, 1881, CaL Bds. BriL 
Mus. 5: 1 17, ex Severtzov, 1872, iuf?n. rarf. (Turkestan) 

Baker, FBI No. 807, Vol. 2: 402 
PUte 85, fig. 3 
i^>CAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

CHARACTERS. AboTt, pale oUvc-brown with broad, dark brown 
lUtLiks. A pale, narrow super^ium. Below, whitish or pale yellowish washed 


with buff on breast and flanks, lower throat often speckled. Under tail- 
coverts very long, whitish svith broad brosm shaft-streaks. Sexes alike. 

The plain bro\vn tail without white tips, and lack of streaking on flanks 
and breast, distinguish this species from our other two Locmtellas, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Widespread winter visitor. The 
Indian subcontinent from Sind (Manchar Lake), Kutch and the Gangclic 
Plain south to Tamil Nadu and Kerala, and cast through the Bengal duars 
(Jalpmguri disL), Bangladesh (all parts Jide Rashid), and Assam. In the 
southern hills up to c. 1800 m. Affects flattened-down sedges (Cyperaccae) 
and low matted herbage on the moist edges of drying-up tanl^ and in 
swampy depressions, grass and tamarisk jimgle, riccfields, rushes and reeds ; 
Andropogon grass intermixed with sparse date scrub on hllbides, especially on 
the fringe of sholas, in the south. 

Extralimital. The species breeds in temperate Eurasia from Turkestan 
to western Europe; winters in the Mediterranean countries, southern Iran 
and Afghanistan, east to Burma. 

jncRATiON. Arrives in its winter quarters in September, remmns till 
April and early May. Spring passage takes place from the last ^vcek of 
March till the middle of May (Simla 2100 m, Dharmsala, Kohat). A 
specimen from Sikkim taken in June (Brit. Mus.). On autumn migration 
recorded in Gilgit (September) and Simla (August). 

GENERAL HABITS. Vcr)' Similar to 1544, q.v., almost invariably met 
singly. A great skulker usually flushed when almost trodden on, divii^ 
headlong into cover again after a short jerky flight low over the herbage 
and threading its way swiftly through the rootstocks. Almost impossible to 
flush a second time. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Very silent in srintcr. Normal call when fora^ng and 
well-hidden a subdued chek<hek or churr-chitrr reminiscent of Blyth’s Reed 
Warbler. Alarm-note (as when mobbing a snake) an agitated cht-ckt-cht 
recalling Dumetia fypejjtkra, 1222. 

Has an almost incessant, unmusical cicada-like * song * in breeding season, 
whence the name Grasshopper Warbler. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Young (immature). Underparts washed with bright )*elIow. 

MEASUREMENTS 


'Ving 

cTd* 53-62 \ 

9 9 50-57 J 


Tarsus 

18-19 


Tail 

{ 48-61 mm 
48-55 mm 


(Dementiev) 

Bill from skull 13-14 mm 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis bfown. Bill dark brown, lower mandible pale 
^'cBowish broviTL Legs and feet pink. 


Genus Schoenicola Blyth 
Schoeriala Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 374. 

T)'pe, by monot>’py, ThtTriclia platpne jerdon 
Bin about half as long as head. Two strong rictal bristles. Wing rather long, 
third primary (as.) longesL Tail long, broad and graduated. Feet powerfuL 
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1546. Broadtailed Grass Warbler. Se/uemcola platyia-a (Jerdon) 

ThmaliaptatjunJcrdon, 1844, Madras Jour. Liu Sci. 13: 170 
(Goodaloor, foot of the Ncilgherries) 

Baker, FBI No. 837, Vol. 2 : 437 
Plate 85, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAStE. Poiakkili (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 18 cm (GJ in.). 

mLD CHARACTERS. Atovi, plain rufous-brosTO. An indistinct pale 
wpercilium. Tail broad, rounded blackish brotvn 
faintly cross-rayed. whitish, washed svith 

ochraceous on breast and flanks. Undersurface of 
tell nearly black, the rectrices tipped with whitish 
Sexes alike. 

The plain, unstreaked appearance and broad, 
rounded tail distinguish this species. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; on the whole rather 
^ce, common in southern Kerala. The hills of the southern Western 
Ghats complex from Belgaum south to the Ashambu Hills and east to the 
Madurai distnct; from c. 900 m to 2000 m (see map, p. 79). Occurrence in 
Ceylon knovvn only from a single very old and insufficiently documented 
sj^cimcn and by two unconfirmed sight records by W. W. A- Philiinsin 1939 
^ammaduwa, E^t Matale Hills, and Waitalasva, Nugatenne in the Rangala 
Hills, alptude 750 m). TUfects steep grass- and bracken-covered hillsides 
matted reeds and grass in marshy depressions among the hilltops and 
stretchaorAndrofiogm grass and stunted date clothing the opener slooes of 
the Nilgins and associated hills. ^ 

OENERAL HABITS. Keeps singly or in svidely scattered pairs. Habits verv 
sitmlar to C/,ailc,mts (1547). An inveterate skulker like grasshopper warblers 
Seldom seen except m the early mornings and late afternoons (around 
sunset) svhen single birds svill clamber up to the tops of grass stems, draiving 
attenuon by their feeble fink, pink calls, rather reminiscent of the Red 
Munia {Esl^nlda amnndava, 1964) but louder. Flight indirect and top-heavv 
like that of Priniat the broad graduated tail conspicuous on the wing Like 
LocusuUa, flushes svith difficulty only when almost trodden on and divrainlo 
cover again after a short jerky flight, threading its way siviftly through the 
rootstocks and vanishing mysteriously! 

Dijplqy. In the breeding season rises constantly into the air, soaring 
4 or 5 metres up with tall fanned out, chirruping like Chaclamis and dcseend- 
tng aftenvards m the same svay on to some low bush or grass tussock some- 
times even on to telegraph wires. * 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and CALLS. Sec General Habits and Display. Song delivered on 
wing as weU as from a perch, ‘A shrill and sweet trill, ending with a few 
warbling notes and cheeh. It is the best song of any of our warblew* ’ 
(Nichols, Kodaikanal, JBNHS 39: 819). 

BreedinOa Stoion^ (from the state of the gonads) March to May. .Nests 
ivith eggs or young have actually been found only between the fint week of 
July and September, so perhaps double-brooded. AVjt, a good-sized ball of 
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coarse blades of dr>' grass with an entrance on the side, built in tuaocb of 
long grass up to a metre or so from the ground. Eg^s, of the same hpc ju 
those of Mfgalum and Chaetomis, qq.v. — wWte or pale pinkish profusely 
speckled, and spotted with brownish red, here and there a few larger spou 
or small irregular blotches ; clouds, streaks and tiny spots of grey or lavcndw- 
grey form an ill-defined cap at the broad end. Clutch-size not ascertained 
but apparently 2 or 3. Average size of 10 eggs 19*4 X 14*7 mm (Baler) 
Presumably only one bird (female ?) builds while her mate sings from a 
vantage point nearby (M. C. A. Jackson). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. There appears to be but one moujj, 
February to April (H\V). Young unknown. 

ULASUREULim 


iJ’d’ 

Wing 

64-72 

Bill 

(from skull) 
13-16 

Tacsui 

21-23 

Tafl 

6S~73 nun 

99 

63-67 

13-15 

21-22 

61-66 nun 

COLOUR. 

OP BARE PARTS. 

Iris brownish grey, greyish olive 

(IBV) 

or olivc-broHu 


BUI : upper mandible homy brown, lower homy grey or flesh-colour; mouth >-c!lowuh 
pink, stippled with brown in some individuals; gape ycHov«rish cream, ^•ellow or 
black (it is not known whether these variations are seasonal). Legs, feet and cUvo 
greyish brown; soles fleshy. 

Genus Chaetornis Gray 

Chaetomis Gray, 1848, Gen. Bds. 1, pi. 48, fig. 9: 161. 

Type, by original designation, Megalum} jfriatiu Jerdon 
Characlerixed by having unfcathcrcd lores with five very strong rictal brinies 
arranged in a vertical row in front of the Feathers of breast stifT-shafled. 

1547. Bristled Grass Warbler* Chadomis strialus (jerdon) 
Megaluntsf striahujerdon, 1841, Suppl. Cat. Bds.: 88 
(NiJgiris) 

Baker, FBI No. 838, Vol. 2: 438 
Plate 85, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Gmla pitta (Tclugu); Kdnldvdli khdd-fudki (Gujarati). 
size. Sparrow ; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large brown warbler of wet grasslands. Ahti, 
fulvous brown boldly streaked with dark brown on back. Visible part of 
wing fulvous brown. A pale supercilium. Tail 
graduated, tipped with whitish, sub-tipped black; 
edges of rcclriccs pale brown with a broad dark 
bro%vn stripe along the shaft having a saw-like 
design on each side giving the tail a barred 
appearance. Sdow, cream-bufT, sometimes with a 
^ ^ necklace formed by the dark shafls of breast- 

feathers. Sexes alike. 

* These five bristles ate set in a loose moveable flap of skin so that they movt Ixsciwartb 
and forwards as on a hinge. When pressed back.they cover the eyes completely with a 
grating and afford adcouate protection to them while the bird is moving through heavy 
rough*cdged grass (Whistler, JBNHS S3; 783). 
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On a fleeting glimpse could be confused with Common Babbler {Turdoides 
caudatus, 1254), rather similar to it in appearance and behaviour. 

Graminicola has a nearly black cro>vn {v. jjalc brown) and some white on 
sides of neck. Megalurus is much larger and has streaked breast and flanks. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident subject to local movements. 
Distributed over most of the Indian subcontinent but very local; noted as 
fairly common in Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh and lower Bengal. Range: 
Pakistan in Punjab and perhaps Sind, cast and south through the Indian 
Peninsula to Tamil Nadu, the Bengal duan (Jalpaiguri dist.) and the plains 
of Bangladesh and Assam. Docs not occur outside our limits. Affects coarse 
grassland intemuxed witli low thorny bushes of ^iz)phus etc., Imperate and 
other tall grasses especially in swampy areas, and also standing rice fields. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of Sckoenicola and MtgaluTus, Keeps 
singly or in pairs skulking swiftly through the grass, occasionally exposing 
itself at the top, tumbling headlong into cover on disturbance and difficult 
to flush again. 

Display. Male soars in the air a metre or two above the grass every now 
and again, flying about aimlessly — up and down and in zigzags — for a 
short distance while singing loudly, and then parachuting back or diving 
into cover. These antics may be observed the year round though the bird 
is more noisy and demonstrative, during the breeding season. 

FOOD. Insects: 

VOICE and galls. A pleasant, musical chwee<hsw (rising-falling) uttered 
from an exposed position on tall marsh grass or bush (Donahue) and during 
display flight. 

BREEDING, Seoson^ May to September. Arr/, a ball of dry grass with an 
entrance near the top, placed in grass or scrub on or near the ground. Eggs^ 
4 or 5, similar to those of Schotnicola (1546). Average size of 22 eggs 
20-4 X 15*2 mm (Baker). Incubation apparently by female only; period 
undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Fidd Characten. Some individuals have dark shafb 
on brcast-fcalhcrs forming a* necklace' (Donahue, JBNHS 64: 425); ihis character 
has not been mentioned in published descriptions. 



HaASUREUCNTS ' 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

JO 80-92 <■•12 o28 75-95 

° ^ (Baler) 
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Bill from skull <.16; tarsus <• 30 nun 

COLOURS OP DARE PARTS. Iris light brown. Bill: upper mandible grecniih black, 
lower bluish grey darker at base and on edges. Legs flesh-pink; (oes light brown; 
claivs dark brown; soles flesb-whitc (Donahue). 

Genus Megalurus HorsficM 
Mrgaluna Horsfle/d, 1821, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 13: 158. 

Type, by monotj^iy, Cray, 1849, Aftgalanu palmlrii Honficld 

Bill strong; rictal bristles strong. Wing less rounded lhan in most sedentary war- 
blers. Tail much longer than wing, greatly giaduaied. Fool deeply elert between 
middle and inner toe, ihe lalltr partially revcniblc. Legs and feel powerful. 

1548, Striated Marsh Warbler. Mtgnhnu paluilris hklaa (Blyth) 

Turdui toklm BlyUi, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 179 
(Calcutta), rr 1842, Jour, Asiat. Soe. Bengal 1 1 : 603. and 1843, 

Ann. Mag. Nal. Hist. 12: 99; ibid. Blydi, 1044, J.A.S.B. 13: 372 
Afrgolurui pcluslni mdm-ii Bangs. 1921 Bull. Amcr. Mus. Nat. Hist. 44t 592 
(Malipai Burma Mengting, Yunnan) 

Bakw^BI No^036. Vol. 2: 435 
Plate 85, fig. 5 

LOCAL NASrcs. Tckko. JdM«ia (Hindi) ; AW <Aoy^r (Assam). 

SIZE. Bulbul + ; length f. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Very large striated warbler with a long pointed 
and graduated tail. Above, fulvom brown 
with fine streaks on head and broad 
black stripes on back and wings. A pale 
supercilium. Tail fulvous brown. Ptlotc, 
whitish, tinged with fulvous andTinely 
brown-streaked on breast, flanks and 
under tail-covcrts. In fresh plumage, 
underparts dull primrose-yellow, quite 
bright in patches. Sexes alike. 

May be confused with two very similar grass-liauntiiig babblers: TurhUis 
eailei which has a rufous throat and Twdoxdn eeudatiu which lacU any 
streaking on breast. Both have a narrowly barred uH. SUgalism is aho 
much more boldly striped with black on back and wings. The warblers 
Chaetomis and Craminicola are smaller and have white-tipped rectrices. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. From 
Pakistan in the Punjab cast through the plains of northern India, Ne^l 
terai, Bengal duars (Jalpaiguri dist.), Bhutan and Aru^clial footnilU, 
Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and Bangladesh to the C^iwgong 
South in the Peninsula to western Kliandesli, the Tapti and Mahans 




WARBLERS 


SYLVIINAE 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 8 : 97-100 

f 

97 98 


535 


Ntfoftfnts pcfifftrli tofcloo 



Distributional range 

rivers. Aficcts grass and reeds in s\vamps and around ponds, tall grass and 
scrub on ovcrgrowTi cultivation clearings, and tamarisk-covered islands in 
large rivers; in Assam frequents grasslands near cultivation and villages, and 
in Manipur even enters gardens of the suburbs, 

Exirdimital, The species ranges east through Burma, Thailand, southern 
China and the Indochinese countries to the Philippines, and south to Java 
and Bali. 

CEKERAL. HABITS. Usually found singly or in pairs according to the 
season. Behaves very much like Tiirdoides eaudatus and T. earlei ^vith which it 
may easily be confused, hut unlike them b seldom seen in ^flocks. Not such 
a skulker as other grass \varblers, and may commonly be seen perched on ^ 
bush-tops and reeds, cspedally m the early morning, ^vhen reminiscent in the 
distance of Brown Shrike {L^tu cristetm). While perched fheks tail loosely 
up and down from dme to time like bush chat {Saxicola), On alighting on a 
reed often observed to flick wings nervously like a PkjUoscopus, fluttering one 
half-open ssing for 2 or 3 seconds followed by the other, and so on alternately 
— an action comically suggestive of a penon scratching his armpits ! 
(Presumably agonistic or threat behaviour.) Searches for food in dense 
cover, climbing about rapidly among reeds and grass, and threading its \>'ay 
through the stems and brushwood. Occasionally descends to the ground, 
svalking about and feeding like a pipit (not hopping). 

Display, Male soars in the air up to thirty metres or so while giving his 
song, hovering over the vegetation and parachuting down after a short 
flight with outspread ^vings, 


FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Song recalls nuptial song of maxima lark 

(893 — SA) ; rather loud and harsh but pleasant, rendered as oA,‘ where are 
jcu going wth variations (Roseveare), uttered from a prominent perch or 
during the display flight. One call is a clear, drawn-out, rather subdued 
' whistle ending in a short explosive wheeeckoo, of a pattern resembling Biish 
Warbler’s {Cettia, 1478 — SA). Gall-note a loud, harsh cAa/. 

BREEDiNO. Season, April to June. A'cr/, a rough ball of coarse grass lined 
with finer grasses; plac^ low do^^m in reeds or grass clumps close abos-e the 
swampy ground. Eggs, normally 4, pale dull pink marked with numerous 
blackish browm and purple-brown specks with secondary freckles of lilac 
grey. Average size of 40 eggs 22*7 X 16*7 mm (Baker). Share of the sexes 
in Ac domestic chores, and incubation period, unknowm. Brood-parasitism 
by Cuculta canorus recorded in Burma by Osmaston and Mackenzie (JBNHS 
24; 359; 25: 743). 

Museum Diackosis. Sec Field Characters. 

StEASXJREMEJnS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(?(? 

100-137 

18-19 

39 

115-134 ram 

99 

82-86 

17 

(from skull) 

35 

84-102 mm 
(Baker) 

1 o' 

95 

21 ' 

35 

- Ill mm 

1 9 

85 

19 

32, - 

107 mm 


(SA) 


Weight 14 cT 9 30-38 (av. 34) g — BB. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris ycllow-tan to pale brown. Bill: upper mandible 
dark homv broNvn, lower fleshy or yellowish. Legs and feet pale yellowish or pinkish 
flesh. 

Genus Phrac amaticola jerdon 

PA/a^ama/tfola jerdon, 1845, Madras Jour. Liu Sci. 13: 129. 

T>’pc, by monotj-py, Phagamaliccla o/frorra Jerdon = Mmeicapa Aidon Fallas 

Bill short, rather wide and strong. Three strong rictal bristles. Feathers offorchcad 
soft and disintegrated with lengthened shafts. Wing pointed: first primary (as.) 
very large; 3rd reaching to tip of wing. Rcctriccs narrow, graduated. 

1549. Thickbnicd Warbler. Phiagamaticola aedon aedon (Pallas)* 

Slmnuba Aedon Pallas, J776, Reise Russ. Reichs 3: 695 (Dauria) 

Baker. FBI No. 839, Vol. 2 : 440 
Plate 83, fig. 14 

LOCAL NAME. Chmdanbkeri (Malayalazn). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length e. 20 cm (8 in.). ' 
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field characters. Above, plain fulvous olive-brown. Below, whitish 
buff more or less tinged wiA ochraceous, 
espcdally on. breast, flanks and under 
tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

Tlic relatively shorter bUI and absence 
of supercilium distinguishes this species 
from Ae superfidally similar Great Reed 
•warblers with which easily confusabic on 
a fleexing glimpse, as also with B^o^vn 
Shrike, Best identified by its dbtinctive calls (qq.v.), 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Winter visitor locally common; 
apparently more wTdespread Aan hiAerto believed as dbclosed by recent 
min-netting. Assam, norAcm Bengal and Bangladesh (fdrly common), 
w«t to central Nepal (Kathmandu Valley, 1500 m — Fleming & Traylor, 
Dicssclhorst), lower Bengal, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, souAwestem Maha- 
rashtra, Goa (?}, Mj'sore, Tamil Nadu and Kerala (uncommon e.xccpt in 


Phragamoticolo oedon 



(After Deroentiev) 

Ac bttcr state): spedmens netted in Kutch (Gujarat) and at Bharalpur 
(Rajasthan) betwxcn September and March (SA). Also winters in Andaman 
and Nicobar islands. Affects marAy places covered wiA reeds and bushes, 
patAcs of tall grass and weeds overrunning abandoned forest dcarings, 
gras tussocks and bracken buAes on w-atcrloggcd ground, undergrotvA 
m light forest, c>*en tea and coffee plantations. 



X c. 1 


Extralimital, The spedcs breeds in souAcm Siberia from the Ob river 
to northeastern China and Japan. ^Vintc^s in the Indochinese countries 
south Arougb Ae Malay Peninsula. 

MIGRATION. Arrives in its winter quarters in September, leaves by end 
of April. 

GENERAL HABITS. Solitary. RaAcr secretive; hops about in Ae undcr- 
growA and reeds close to the ground, seldom showing itself but occasionally 
makes short sallies after flying insects. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A loud harsh, ‘quick-repeated tsekuk, tsekuk, and chr-r 
while hopping among Ac thickets (SA). A sharp click, click (BBO). A 
distinctive harsh alarm-call chok-chok (by svhich name Ae bird is kno\vn in 
Transbaikalia), sometimes running into a rattle chok-ckok-cherre-TTek-chok 
(Dementiev). A secondary song given in tvintcr quarters described as weak 
and monotonous but pleasing. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinguished from Acrocepkdia anaidinoerus, »4. sUnioreus and 
A. orientelis by its first primary being longer than the primary 
cm'crts. Feathers of forAcad rough and disintegrated; 
rcclrices narrow and steeply graduated. 

SlEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

4 cf cT 79-87 18-21 26-29 85-91 mm 

9 9 9 78-85 18-21 26-29 83-89 mm 

(HW, SA) 

Weight 9 (^9 22-28 (av. 25*9) g — SA. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris hazcl-brown to olive-brown. 
Bill: upper mandible homy brovsTi,Ios>er\-clIowishflesh;gapc 
and mouth bright orange-yellow. Legs and feel plumbeous. 

Tafl, X r. s 
{After Hartert) 



Genus Acrocephalus Naumamx 

Acrocrpkslasj, A. & F. Naomann, 1811, Naiurg. Land-u. Wasserv. I>cut$chl.4: 199. 
Tj'pe, by subsequent designation, Gray, 1840, Tsrdvs anrrMncceai Linnaeus 
BUI rather slender, generally nearly as long as the head. Three wdl-devclop^ 
rictal bristles. First primarj* (as.) small and pointed. Ta3 rounded or slightly gra- 
duated. Tarsus long. 


Key to the Species 
A Sire large; wing o\*ct 75 mm 

1 2nd primar)' shorter than 5th A. sierjorms 

2 primary longer than 5th 

a Not A on irmcr ^s'cb of 2nd piimar>‘ betv.-cen 6th and 8th.... 

A. entndinecras 

b Notch on irmcr web of 2nd primary between 8ih and secondaria’ 
tips A. orietiSeJis 


Page 

lOI 
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B Size small; wing under 65 mm 

3 • 

4 iNo dark stripe above supercilium 
c No supercilium; outer web of 3rd 


^ 
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(SSi. 


201 

Page 

107 


primary only emarginatc. . , . 

A. jcirpaceus 


lOH 


Primar--?"'"-”"’’ “”''^'’i*';;.d sometimes 5th 

primaries emarginatc 

oo Notch on inner web of 3rd primary equal' to 'tips' of, econX'^ 
supercilium prominent 

i 2nd primary between 5th and 8th 

■I 2nd primary between 8ih and lOlh A.comxau 

Acrocephalus stentoreus (Hcmprich & Ehrenbetg) 

sX 606-7.'”“'’"’ ^ >9«. JBNHS 48.- 426-43; Zahavi, A., lg57,/3£, 

_ Key to the Subspecies 

A Darker, less rufous. a 

B Paler, more rufous J ‘, 

C Darker and smaller than B ' . 


209 


212 

2)4 


104 

A. s. brwnescens 201 

A. j. meridianalis 104 


1550. Indian Great Reed Warbler. Amcephalm sUnlortus brumescens 
(Jerdon) 

A.(grobales) imnwrenu Jerdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 10: 269 
(Carnatic, near Trichinopoly) 

Baker, FBI No. 795 (part), Vol. 2: 389 
Plate 83, fig. 19 

LOCAE NAMES A^rldl, A'erteA (Kashmir); Pan /iftifi (Gujarati); Bom-jiH, 
(Telugu); Kailakkallan (Malayalam); Koitt kattai^ J/mnt chirai (Tamil). 

SIEE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (7b in.). 

FtEED CHARACTERS. A large plain olive-brown warbler with a con- 
spicuous whitish supercilium. Belaui, throat 
whitish; rest of underparts huff. Sexes 
alike. 

In appropriate facies maybe mistaken 
for Brown or Isabelline Shrike when dart- 
ing from bush to bush. 

X r. 1 The superficially similar Thickbilled 

Warbler (1549) has no supercilium; the 
Eastern Great Reed Warbler (1554) has a faintly streaked throat, though 
not readily noticeable in the field. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor, passage migrant and 
breeder. Breeds mostly in northwestern India and Pakistan — Kashmir 
(very common in Srinagar valley), Punjab, Uttar Pradesh (Oudh, Bahraich), 
N.W.F.P. (Kagan and Kurram valleys), the northern Indus plains (West 



(Karachi, Narra),lajXXXs3; XkrWmf^" 

river), and the Bombay area nes7 not fTapfi 



Arrows indicate areas cf overlap between A. Amlmat 
and A, onmiinacetu. 

Breeding ranges , 

1 . A. enmdtnateus antitilnaceus (RE) 

2. „ I, torudnyl (1553) 

3* ti „ grisAdis (RE) 

,, tlentoreus stentordij (RE) 

5. „ „ inmnwfw (1550) 

6. „ „ cmy at (1552) 

7. „ „ mfrit/iowfu (1551) 

8. ,t t, sithtrA, c/Ifbmh, lenitcaptus and texapfi (RE) 

9. „ Dtitnlalis (\b5i) r* ' / 

fO. „ mstratu ettvims (SE) 

(modified from ^^einerf^hagtfn, Sfrcjemann and Dement/ev) 

_N.B. ptftribution within delineated range in central Asia and other arid regions iporidrc. 
Distribution in China very imperfeetJy known. 

localities). Breeds regularly also in Kerala (Vembanad I^akc — P. V, 
George^ JBNHS 58: 797), Bengal (Salt Lakes, Calcutta — Biswas, ibid. 
68: 456) and sporadically elsewhere in the Peninsula. Winters over most of 
the subcontinent from Sind, Madhya Pradesh and Bengal south to Tamil 
Nadu; in the southwn hills up to J600 m; also in Ceylon. Affects recd-beds 
and tall bushes around lakes, ponds, jhecls and irrigation canals; on the 
Arabian Sea coast mangrove swamps, and in Kerala reeds {PhragmUs) and 


WARBLERS 


103 104 


SYLVUNAE' 


Pandanus brakes along the backwaters. On passage may be seen in dry 
situations (acacia jungle, cultivation, etc.). 

Extralimital. Extends northwest to the Aral Sea where it overlaps the 
range of An arundinactus^ and west to western Iran. The nominate race is 
found as an isolated population from the Nile delta and the Hulch swamp 
at the head of the Jordan valley where it is sjunpatric with A. arundinaceus, 
the latter being restricted to reeds, and dlentoreus to papyrus swamps 
(Zahavi, A., 1957, Ibis 99; 606-7), , 

AiioRATiON. Widespread during migration in northern India and Pakistan, 
on passage to and from Transcaspia in March-May and September- 
November. In southern India (Madurai) it is found as a >vinter visitor from 
September to May. Kerala breeding population is probably sedentary. 
On its breeding grounds in Kashmir and Baluchistan from April to 
September. A bird ringed near Calcutta (22®34'N., 88'‘22'E.) in April 1965 
was /ecovered 3 years and 5 months later (Sept. 1968) in Uzbek S.S.R. near 
Samarkand, 39‘’4l'N., 66'>58'E. — r. 2800 km NW. 66; 174). 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps singly or in pairs according to the season. 
Moves about in reeds close to water. Is a great skulker and might easily be 
overlooked but Ibr its loud harsh single ke (reminiscent of Jungle Babbler's) 
or efiur-r, chur-r uttered every lew seconds, and occasional snatches of its 
very distinctive rasping song, q.v. When warbling, throat swells out reveal- 
ing a patch of dark feather-bases. 

FOOD. Grasshoppers and other insects. 

VOICE and galls. Song spirited, very loud and harsh but quite pleasant; 
a typical refrain of it tvell rendered as karra^karra-karrei-karfet-kareet or 
pril-prit-pritik n'ith many variations, suddenly bursting out of a recd-bed; 
often of peculiar ventriloquial quality. Described as louder and harsher than 
that of armdinaceus (Wiihcrby). It is a good mimic, and according to 
Meinertzhagen, in certain cases it nugUt be possible to tell svith accuracy 
from the imitations interlarded in the song where a bird had spent the 
winter. In Afghanistan in spring he was able to recognize the calls of the 
Peacock and the Bulbul. The song may be heard sporadically all through 
the winter. 

BREEDtNo. Season, overall May to August; in Kashmir chiefly June and 
July. -Hest, a neat, deep and massive cup of dry reed leaves and strips of 
reed bark, lined svith softer shreds o^thc same material. It is firmly slung 
betsveen several reed or rush stems {PhragmiCes, Typhx) standing partially 
submerged, from 30 to 1 00 cm above svatcr level, more often under c. 50 cm 
and vulnerable to swamping by flash floods. Eggs 3 to 6, normall)r 4 
(3 in Kerala, 5 or 6 in Baluchistan), Ground colour varies from greyish 
white to pale sea-green or pale broivn, svith numerous blackish brown yeeks 
and spots and secondary markings of lavender-grey. Average size of 60 eggs 
22*7 X 15-9 (Baker), 0129 eggs 22-6 X 15*8 mm (Osmaston). Share of 
the sexes in ncst-buOding and incubation unrecorded; both parents f«cd tixe 
young and attend to ucst samtation; incubation period undetermmed. iSesU 
frequently brood-parasitized by Cuckoo {Cuculus canorus). 

MusEUif Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Spccio. A. s. anyce is darker, less ruf^. 

A complete posmopfixl moult takes place from S<Ttamber Nwmte 
appanmUF no spring moult. In fresh autumn plumage dtstmctly washed with grey 


on upperparts, particularly on crown and hindneck. With wear, the colour becomes 
much duller and browner in summer. 


measurements 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

7ar»ui 

Tail 

U’ri’ 

84-97 

23-26 

2B-30 

76-85 mm 

99 

85-90 

25-26 

28-29 

72-79 mm 


{SA, H\V) 


Weight 10 cf 9 23-34 (av. 28*8) g — SA. 

COLOURS OP DARE PARTS. Iris palc hazel-brown to olive-brown. Bill: upper 
mandible blackish brown, edges and lower mandible flesh; gape and mouth bright 
orange. Legs and feet pale greyish brown. 


1551 . Ceylon Great Reed Warbler, Acrocephalus stentoreus mtridxonalu 
(Lcggc) 

C.{iitoTmdy(a) meridionalis I.egge, 1873, Stray Feathers 3: 309 
(Jaflna, Ceylon) 

Baker, PBl No. 795 (part), Vol. 2: 3B9 

local names.. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul; length e. 19 cm (7^ in.). 

held CHARACTERS. As IH 1550, q.V. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident, plentiful in suitable 
biotope. Ceylon in the Jow-country Dr>' and Wet zones. Affects rccd-bcth 
or rushes around lagoons, ponds and in 5^vamps. 

GENERAL JTABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1550. 

BREEDING. Sfoson, March to August, * chiefly June ' (Phillips). A'ed and 
rggs as in 1550; clutch size 2 or 3. Average size of fi eggs 20*6 X 15*2 mm 
(Baker). 

MusFUst Diaonosb. DifTcrs from the Indian race (1550) in being darker and 
smaller (Phillips, 1953, p. 95). 

SrCASURESIENTS j 

, Tail 



Wing 

Bifl 

Tarsus 



(from feathers) 


7 d’o' 

80-85 

18-21 

27-30 

1 9 

75 

21 

30 


C5-75 mm 
67 mni 
(Karunaratne, Co!om!>o Mineum) 




1552. Assam Great Reed Warbler, Aetoetphalus simorns emyst Bitcf 

Aaoctphalws sttv.torrurcmy&iTSArr, 1922, Bull- Brit. Om. 0.43. 17 
(Hcsiamara, A«.m) 

Baker. FBI No. 796, Vol. 2: 390 

locai- RAMEi. None reconjed. 

BZS. Bulbul; length e. 19 cm (7j in.). 
nzm aiAKACTERS. As in 1550, q.v. 
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STATUS, DBTRttunoK and HABITAT. Resident or short-range migrant; 
Assam in North Lakhimpur and probably other parts of the Brahmaputra 
plains. Recorded in winter from the Andamans (Abdulall, JBNHS 6l ; 562). 
Affects reed-beds and elephant grass. 

Extralimital, Extends cast to southern China. 

CENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1550. 

BREEDmo. As in 1550. Eggs, 3 or 4, duller, browner and smaller than 
those of bnmmscens. Average size of 30 eggs 20*6 X 15 mm (Baker). 

Moszim Diackosq. Like bnmusuns (1550) but darker on upp exp a rt s ; fulvous 
underparts somewhat richer and darker.* . 

MEASirSEMZim 

Wing Bm 

(from skull) 

2 cfd' 8S-91 25-26 

4 9 9 86-89 25-26 

Tarsus c. 28 mm (Baker) “ ' 

CoLCuas OF SAKE PARTS. Ifis olivc-bfown. Bill homy black above^ paler on 
edges) lower mandible pinldsh, darker at tip. Legs and feet bluish horn. 

1553. Eurasian Great Reed 'Warbler. Aaocepludus anaidinaceus zantdnji 
Hartert 

AcTOcephedus anmdineeeus zarudr^ Hartert, 1907, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 21 : 26 
(Djarkcnt, Turkestan) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
LOCAX. KAUES. Nonc rccordcd. ' 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (74 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Indistinguishable in the field from A. sUnioreus, 
q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Acddental or rare passage migrant. 
One record in JCalat, northern Baluchistan, in October (Laubmann, 1913. 
‘Birds collected by Zugmaycr in Makran in 1911*, Abk. /. Aon. Bayer. Ak. 
Her WisseiiscJu Matii.-PIyAk. Klasse XXVI, Band 9). Affects reed-beds. 
Extralimilal. Western Palaearctic (see map on p. 102). 

.GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1550. 

VOICE and calls. Apparently identical ^vith those of stenioretis. 

.BREEDING. Extraiimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinguished from A. sUntoreus in having the first primary* 
shorter than primary coverts. Wing more pointed: second primary longer than 
fourth (p. sho^rin stmtoreus). General colour much paler. Throat often streaked 
with brown. An entirely tnisleadlng wing-formula could arise in August-November 
when many birds are ^mpleting the moult; shortness of first primat^' however is 
^s^ostic. For ^tinedon f 

UEASimEUENTS 

Wing 

ri'cT' ' '91-102 1 

9 9 sd-lOO J 

* Not aIwa)T borne out by spedmens, Tenability of the suhtpedes dubious. 


tom /, CTunUilis sec 1554. 

Tarsus 


Bill 

(from skull) 
20-24 


TaB 


28-32 


f 72-84 mm 
\ 71-85 mm 
(Williamson) 


TaH 

79-84 mm ^ 
79-80 mm 
(HW) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Unrecorded- * Iris yellowish lepta. Bill; igjpcr mandible 
and tip of lower dark brown, rest of lower pinHsh flesh. Le^ and feet pale brownish 
grey ’ (Witherby, for the extraiimital nominate race). 

1554. Eastern Great Reed Warbler. Acrocephtlus orUntalU 
(Temnuuck & Schicgcl) 

Saliceria turdina orienUtlis Temminck & Schl^;el, 1847, in Siebold, 

Fauna Japon., Aves: 50-51, pi. 21 B [*= 20B] (Japan) 

Baker, FBI No. 797, Vol. 2:391 

LOCAL NASOS. Not fccordcd. 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (7^ in.). 

FIELD GHARACTEKS. Probably not distinguishable in the field from 
A. sUntoreus although throat distinctly streaked.' Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. WuitcT ^sitor, , possibly less un- 
common than records suggest. Bengal (specimens mist-netted near Calcutta 
by Bis\vas); Assam in Cachar and the Dibrugarh area, and Manipur. 
Andaman IsIands'(AbduIaIi, JBNHS 61 : 562; also a specimen in Brit. Mus. 
collected by Wimberly) (see map p. 102). Affects rccd-bcds. 

Extralimtal. The species breeds in CHuna and southeastern Siberia and 
winters in the Indochinese countries, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

U 1 CRATION, Found in its >vintcr quarters from October to April. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1550. 

BREEDING. Extraiimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sirailar to A. anmdinaeeus zarudiyi (1553) but darker abo\T: 
throat more streaked, wing shorter and roimder. See Key to the Species. 




Above, A. enmivtauus (1553) 
Below, A. criensalis (1554) 

X f. I 
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measureKients 


c'd' 

99 


Wing 

75-88 \ 
' 75-83 J 


BiU, 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

r 67-77 

20-24 * 

27-31 

\ 67-71 
(Wlliamson) 


-BB. 


107 


o g tJtJ, 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IiTS browii. Bill: uppcr mandible and lip of low' 
nearly black, rest of lower pinkish to yellowish flesh; mouth orange. Legs and fc 
lead-grey. 


1555. Blackbrowed Reed Warbler. Acrocephalus bislrigiceps bistrigiceps 
Strinhoc 

Acrocephalus bistrigiceps Swinhoc, I860, Ibis: 51 (Amoy) 

Baker, FBI No. 798, Vol. 2: 392 
Plate 83, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A russct olivc-brown reed svarblcr >^^th a con- 
spicuotis pale supcrdlium and a blacldsh brown stripe above it. Underparts 
pale fulvous buff, whitish on throat. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. WuitcT Visitor. Recorded in Bengal 
dist., 'regular in small numbers* — Bistvas), eastern Assam 
Md M^pur. Possibly also occurs in Bangladnh. Affects dense cover near 
bkeels, high grass and paddyfields. 

Extraiimital. Breeds in the Ussuri region; srinters in Burma, Thailand, 
the Indochinese countries and southern China. 

MIGRATION, Arrives in its winter quarters in November, leaves in April. 

general habits. Typical of reed warblers; very skulking and difficult 
to sec. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Ackm of alarm. 

BREEDING. Extraiimital. 

Museum Diacnoss. See Key to the Spedcs. 

^Two suhspeacs may be encountered in India, the nominate and tengorvn (sec 
K.WnUaimon, 1963). 

MEASUREMurra 

IVing Bni Tarsus 

(from skull) 

99 *2-15 - 19-23 

fWnHamson) 

Wdgbt 16 o'd' 8-n (av. 9*4) g; 8 9 9 7-10 (av. 8) g (WUlianuon) ; 1 o? 
twinter) 8 g (BB). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible and tip of 
diaky brtmn; rest of lower mandible and gape fleshy yellow. X^egs ydlowish 
brown with a fleshy tinge, j'ellower on toes and soles, browner on claw (Hurac). 


TaH 


r 44-52 mm 
\42-5l mm 
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1555a. Asian Reed Warbler. Arrorr/’Wiu rrirpormyurrta 
(Hcmprich & Ehrcnb^) 

Curmo Jiuea Hempridi Ehrenbcrg, 1833, Symb. Phys. Avium, fol. cc 
(northern Arabia) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 83, fig. 18 
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A plain olivc-brown reed warbler with buff under- 
parts. Sexes alike. See Key to the Spedcs. 

Very like A. agricola (1557) but without the reddish (russet) tinge. 
FTATus, DBTRiBirnoN and' HABITAT. Probably breeds in the Malezai 
Lora, northern Baluchistan (sec JBNHS 43; 480). May also winter on the 


Acrecepbefus tclrpoctut 



Makran coast as the s^dcs Is said to be a resident in Persian Baludiistan 
(Dementiev). Affects reed-beds around lakes and ponds. 

Extidindtal. Ranges from Turkestan and Afghanistan to Turkey. The 
spedes extends to England and hlorocco. 

GENERAL HABITS. ThosC of thc gCnUS. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Usual calJ-notc a low efaerr. Song of thc same type as 
A. sUntoreus but not so loud and hanh, delivered in a more subdurf and 
continuous manner. 

BREEDING. SeasoTi, about Junc. Xest, a small version of that of A. sUntoreus 
(1550). 

Museum DiACNosa. See Key to the Spedes. 
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C. Blyth’s R«d Warbler (r«. dumitmim, 1556) 

D. Paddyfietd Warbler (d. agricala, 1557) 

Showing diflcrenca in relab’ve lengtlu of second primary and position of notch 
on mner web of this primary 


UEA5tm£>CENT3 



Wing 

BUI 

’Tssrsiis 

Tail 



(from skull) 



d’t? 

9 9 

59-71 \ 
59-68/ 

15-18 

22-25 

f 5(L58 mm 
\ 48-55 mm 


(WiHiamson) 

Weight 1 (J> 9 g (Paludan, Aighaniatan). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS- Iris brown. Bill : upper mandible brown, lower Bcah. 
hegt greenish horn ; feet greenish. 
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HABrrAT. Common and abundant wmttrvintor 

Madh)^ Pradesh, Bdtar, the Nepal VaUey (Diesselhotat) and the 
Nep J tern south through the Peninsula to Kanyakumari (Cape Comoria) 
^d Ceylon; e^ through the Jalpaiguri duars, Bhutan foodiills W 

Bangladesh to Burma; plains and 
hills up to 2100 tn. Very common on passage in Pakistan (Sind, Puniabl 
north-western India (mcluding eastern Rajasthan, Kutch and Kathiaisar),’ 


Aereeephalia dumetofum 



Breeding 


I'ii/M Winter 


1556. Blyth’s Bced Warbler. Actoctphalus dumtlmm Blylh 

Acnaphttlus dumtlmm Blyth, 1849, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 18: 815 
(No locality = Calcutta, ut Biswas, 1962, JBNHS 59: 410) 

Baker, FBI No. 799. Vol. 2: 393 
Plate 83, fig. 16 

tocAL NAsms. PedaS, Tihiki (Hindi); Pan tiktiki (Gujarati) ;,Tiitra (Bengali); 
Kumpajitla (Telugu); EtUtpolappm (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 14 cm (5i in.). 

^ EiEiai CHARACTEBS. A smaller replica of Great Reed Warbler (1550). 
Above, olive-brown; a pale supercilium. Below, throat white, rest of'under- 
parte bufiish. Sexes alike. 

ConfusablC'With Tree Warbler (1562-3), but somewhat larger si 2 e, longer 
and header bill, brighter olive-brown plumage and prominent buff super- 
dlium will usually distinguish it; also its bush^ rather than tree-haunting 
habit. 


the western Himalayas and Nepal, up to over 3300 m. Breeds in the Na!c>’ai 
Lora, 60 km north of Quetta, according to Christison {Ibis 1941: 535). 
Affects bushes, hedges, orchards, gardens, bamboo clumps and grain ficldi 
both near and away from water; in winter, mostly found in dedduous 
biotope. 

Exiralimitai. Winters also in lower Burma. Breeds in central Eurasia 
from Lake Baikal west to southern Finland and south to Iran. 

MIGRATION. Spring migration lakes place from March to May when the 
Species is very common in northwestern India; a few individuals may still 
be seen in the Peninsula till mid May and in the western Himalayas till 
early June. Autumn passage already begins in August and lasts till October. 
Large numbers pass through Pt Calimcrc (Tamil Nadu) to and from 
Ceylon in autumn and spring. Main wintering season: September to April, 

GENERAL HABITS. Although a reed tvarblcr fay name, this species is more 
commonly seen in bushes, sometimes quite far from water. Habits very 
similar to those of Hippolais. Keeps singly, hopping about and creeping 
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through bushes and undergrowth, seldom affording a glimpse of itself, its 
presence within the shrubbery betrayed only by the distinctive loud cAuek 
notes. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A harsh, single chuck given every few seconds while 
foraging — * reproduced exactly by placing the tongue against the teeth and 
drawing it back rapidly ’ (Davison). Alarm-note cAurr-x-r, Song, a cluttering 
warble with ‘ a good deal of the spitting, sputtering noise so peculiar to the 
genus * (Magrath). A subdued melodious warbling, recalling the breeding 
song of Rufousbacked Shrike (LantuS schach) thus: chek<hek~chck'chc-<hwee^ 
chek~chek rapidly repeated, pimctuated by the usual chur-n and chucH (SA). 
May cccasionaliy be heard in winter quarters, particularly from mid March 
on, when migrating. 

BREEDING. Within our limits authentically recorded only in N, Baluchis- 
tan, but without details. Elsewhere season, June and July. Pfest, a compact 
cup of long leaves and grass-stems interwoven with cobweb and vegetable 
down, lined with fine grass stalks and sometimes horse hair. Hangs from 
stems and twigs, from 'a few centimetres to about one metre above tbc 
groimd, in dense shrubs and thickets. Eggs 4 to 6, of very variable colour, 
'generally falling into three types: (1) pale pink with reddish brown spots 
and secondary violet-grey blotches, (2) milk-white with olive-brown spots 
.and sccondai^ violet-grey blotches, (3) dingy white, covered to a large 
extent %vith cinnamori-brdwn spots. Average size of 24 eggs 1 7 • 5 x 13*8 mm 
(Plcskc in Dementi^). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species. Distioguisbed from Hippolais toUgeta 
(1562, 1563) by its minute, pointed 1st primary (as.) equal to or shorter than primar)-- 
coverts; tail slightly graduated (rounded) with narrow rather pointed central 
rcctriccs; absence of white edging on inner tip of outer rcctrices. 

Arrives in India in worn breeding plumage. A usually complete moult takes 
place from August to November (HW). However, moulting appears to vary according 
to latitude, and may take place on the breeding ground^ as birds from the southern 
Urals moult from mid July through August while more northern individuals have 
not begun moulting by the end-of July (Dementiev). Spring moult, apparenUy 
confined to chin, throat and breasfa takes place in April-May. Tbc upper plumage 
becomes much browner and duller, by wear. Postjuvcnal moult usually completed 
on summer grounds but sometimes after arrival in vrinter quarters. Young birds 
recognized by being more rustv brown above. 


jfEASUREMENTS 


Wing 


(fcf 

99 


60-66 

59-66 


Bill 

(from skull) 
15-18 
15-18 


Tarsus 


TaU 


2i-*23 50-55 mm 

21-23 48-55 mm 

(BB, HW, SA) 

Wdsht 4 <?<?■ (April) JO-8-13-5; 2 9 9 (April) 10-2, 10-7 r - Payniw.- 
>0 019 (StoL-Nov.) 8-li (av. 10-6); 5 cT 9 (May) 12-16 (av. 13-8) g—SA. 

■ eoEOUM or saez paeO- Iri. brown. BUI: upper mandible grey-black, lower 
Ight brown, pale flesh at ba«; mouth orangcyeUow or pale pmiiih yeUow. Legs, 
«t and daws greyish fledu 


Acrocephalus AORicoLA (Jcrdon) 

Key to the Subspecies 

More rufous above, a- egntpla 
Less rufous, more olivaceous above .A, a. eeputrcta 

)57. Indian Paddyfield Warbler, Aaocephalus agricola agricola (Jcrdon) 

S^lcia {acroeephalus) agricola Jcrdon, 1845, Madras Jour. Lit. Sri. 13*. 131 
(neighbourhood orNcllorc) 

Baker, FBI No. 800 (part), Vol. 2: 394 
Plate 83, fig. 17 

local names, Teoa-kujnpa-jilta (Telugu) ; P&ldkkurSei (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.), 

held characters . Above, niTous brow, rump a little paler and 
righter; an indisrinct pale supercilium. Below, throat whitish, rest of 
nderparts ochraccous buff. Sexes alike. 

Not distinguishable from A. concinens (1559). A. dumetorum « 
bove and less warm olive-buff below. Luseinlola melanopogon (1495) has a 

righter, white supercilium. . . . 

ctatus, DisTEiBunoN and haeitat. Widespread w.ntcr v.s.tor. The 
hole Indian Peninsula, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Assam. Breew in the 
falczai Lora, northerrt Baludiistan (Christison, JBNHS 43; 480). In wmter 
r— r,V,. m-d-beds. sugarcane and elephant grass, almott 
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al\^'ays above water or on wet ground; breeds in reeds, catVtail and neigh- 
bouring bushes. 

ExinlimUd, Probably breeds in parts of Afghanistan and Turkestan 
(cf. Ludlow, Ibis 1933: 468). The species ranges north to Mongolia and 
west to the Danube delta. Winters west to southern Iran and’east to Burma. 

MiORATioK. spring migration takes place from March to May (latest 
date: 27 May); autumn passage from August to October. Common on 
passage through Pakistan (N.W.F. Province, Baluchistan, ^Sind), north- 
western India and the western Himalayas. 

cEKERAi. HABm. Kccps Singly within thick cover, hopping from zteoi to 
stem close to the ground or to water, dinging sideways and often lunging to 
snap up tiny insects from the surface. When flushed, the bird skims over the 
vegetation in a jerky, hurried flight, spreading the tail as it dives into the 
reeds a few mctt« further, the rufous rump then shoiving up prominently. 

FOOD. Insects (small beetles, ants, etc.). » 

VOICE and calls. A characteristic harsh chr , . chuck constantly uttered. 
Song said to be very imitative and to resemble that of Hippolcis ccUgaUt. 
Also sings in flight. 

BREEDiKC. So far authenticated only in Baluchistan, Season, May to 
July. AVr/, a deep cup woven around three or four reed stalks or o Aer stems; 
30 to 90 cm above ^vater. Made of rough grass, lined ^vith fine grass or 
reed fibres, wool, goat's hair, feathers and do^vTly inflorescence of reeds. Of 
25 nests found in Baluchistan, 18 had 5 eggs and 7 had 4. Colour varies 
from whitish to greenish stone, blotched, strcalced and spotted with dark 
olive, brown, dark grey and black, the marlangs denser at the large end 
where they tend to form a zone, sometimes a cap. Average size 16*8 X 12*9 
mm (largest 17-2 X 13*1, smallest 16-4 X 12-8 mm) [Christison]. 

Museum DiACNOsn. See Key to the Species. More richly coloured and darker 
than capistrala (1558) in corresponding plumage, more r^ous above, las dull 
and olivaceous, more rusty, less whitish bclo^v (Vauric). 

A complete moult taka place immediately after arrival in winter quarten, A 
body moult begins in early \farch. 

UEASUaZMEN-n 


Wing 

Bill 

Tanuj 

Tail ■ 


(Emm slnili) 



56-61 

14-15 

' 20-23 

53-59 mm 

56-60 

■ 14-15 

21-23 

53—57 mzn 


(WV, SA) 

Weight 1 ^ (April) 10*5 g — GD. 10 8-11 (av. 9*5) g — SA. 

ooLouas or bare parts. Iris olive-brown (once pale straw). Bill: upper mand- 
ible dark brown, lower pale flab; mouth pale gre)*ish yellow. Legs, feet and claivs 
palegrcyish brown. / 

1558. Nofthern Faddyfield Warbler, Acrocephalus agricola captstralc 
(Severtzov) 

SaticaTia eapistraia Sc\-crt2ov, 1872, Vertik. Turkat Zhivotn.: 127 
(Turkatan). nee SaHeana breoipemu Sevemov, 1872, Joe cit, preoccupied 
(w*<& G. E. Watson & B. J. Gray, 1969, Bui!. BriL Ora. Q. 89: 8) 

Baker, FBI No. 800 (part), VoL 2:.394 
LOCAL NAMES. As m 1557. 
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SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1557, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTREBtmoN and HABITAT, ^^^tcr Visitor. Recorded in Baluchis- 
tan, Sind, Uttar Pradesh, I^Iadhya Pradesh and the Nepal tcrai. Noted in 
Kathmandu Valley on spring passage. Habitat as in 1557. 

£xtTaliinital. Breeds in northern Transcaspla and in the northtvestcni 
Black Sea region. 

JDORATION. As in 1557. 

CESERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1557. 

Museum Diagnosis. For subspeofic disflnetion see 1557 under Museum Diag- 
nosis. 

veasurements and coLotms or bare parts. As in 1557. 

Acrocephalus conokens (Swinhoe) 

Key to the Sobspecles 


Paler A. e. hannitoni 

Darker d. r. slemisi 


1559. KasbnurBlontwIngedPaddyfield Warbler. Acrocephalus coneinens 
fumngtoni ^Vithcrby 

Acrocephalus agricola hesingtoni Witherby, 1920, Bull. BriL Ora. Cl. 41: 26 
(Buttakundi, Khagan) 

Acrocephjslur ffmeiruns hokrae ^Vh^sller, 1930, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 50: 71 
(HokraJhecI, Kashmir) 

Baker, FBI No. 802, Vol. 2 : 396 

LOCAL NAMss. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow ~ ; length c. 13 cm (5 in-). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in d. fl. a^ola (1557); not distinguishable from 
it in the field. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A summcT (breeding) visitor to the 
northwestern Himalayas in the Kagan Valley, Gagai Pass, Wa^d>^^ 
Valley, upper Kishttvar, and the Vale of Kashmir. An c-xample mist-netted 
m Nepal (northern Jhapa dist.), February (Fleming, JBNHS 65; 332 — 
subspecies?). Breeds in reeds, rushes and long grass around lakes and 
swamps, and in rank vegetation, either on fiat ground or at the base of 
hillsides; in the higher rainy valleys up to c. 3000 m, frequently ats-ay from 
water. Winter quarters unknown. 

Extraltmitol, Adjacent parts of northern Afghanistan. 

- MIGRATION. Noted on its breeding grounds from May to August. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. Not different from those of agricola. 

VOICE and calls. Song described as pleasant, irigorous and varied. 
Probably not different from that of agricola. 

BREEDING. Scoson, Junc and July. Jfest, a neat cup of grass, reed fibre, 
rush leaves, occasionaUy some moss, lined %vith wool, vegetable down, and 
sometimes a few feathers. Attached to or suspended between several upright 
plant stems within 90 cm from the ground. £ggf, normally 4, very p^c 
green, almost ^vhJte, stippled and blotched wdth yellowish brown, purplish 
grey and black, more or less all over but chicBy at the large end. Average 
«zc of 47 -eggs 17*1. 12*7 ram (Osmaston). 
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Museum Diaokosis. Sec Kc>‘ to the Specia. Differs from stettnsi in being paler 
and slightly grq*er above, especially on bead. 

MEASUREMENTS (all sub^iccia) 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

c?d’ 53-58 1 

9 9 52-58 / 

ooLouRs or BARE PARTS. Ifis hazcI Of olivc-brown. Bill; black abovc, ycDowish 
or flah below. Legs and feet light brown or brownish fiesh. 

1560. Assam Bluntwinged Paddyfield Warbler, Aaocepkalus concinens 
stevensi Raker 

Acrocephalus concinens sterensi Baker, 1922, Bull. BriL Om. Cl. 43: 16 
(Hessaxnara, N. Lakhixnpur, Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 603, Vol. 2: 397 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length C. 13 cm (5 in.), 

HELD CHARACTERS. As tn 1557, q.v. See Key to the Spcdcs and 
Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DtsTjuBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to some winter 
movements. Assam in the plains of the Brahmaputra. Recorded in s^inter in 
w Bengal duars (Jalpaiguri dist-), Bangladesh and lo^vc^ Burma. Affects 
high gr^ on. wet ground close to rivers or s\s'amp5. 

Extxallmtal. Probably breeds also in Burma (Pegu); nominate condnms 
breeds in eastern China and has been recorded in \rintcr in Kwangtung 
and northern Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1557. 

VOICE and calls. As in 1559, 

BREEDXNo. Scoson, end of April to Junc. AVjf, as in 1559. apparently 
3, pale buffy broivn to sepia browTi with dark brown to black blotches, 
boWcrandlargerthantnAmngtom. Average size of 13 eggs 15*9 X 12*1 ram 
(Baker). 

^IcsEuv Diagnosis. Like harvrgtofti but darker. 
measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

d'P 49-53 11-12 e. 20 46-50 mm 

(Stevens) 

COLOURS or bare* PARTS. Iris olh'C-brown. Bill: upper mandible homy black, 
paler on edge of commissure; lower mandible homy, darker At tip. Legs and feet 
fleshy brown. 

1561 . LargebOloi Reed Warbler. Acroc^halus {stentoreus) orimts 
Obcrholscr 

Aeroaphalas ervsts Obcrholscr, 1905, Proc. U.S. NaL Mos. 28: 899, new name for 
Aeroetphalsu iBOcr v rh j n c hu Hume, 1871, Ibis: 31 (not far from Rampoor), ex PhA~ 
l*pntujte Bta c rer hy nc ha Hume, 1869, Ibis: 357, mm. and., nee Celameherpe vtaerorhpuha 
MQller, 1853 

Baker, FBI No. 80^ \'oI. 2 : 398 

local names. None recorded. 


TaU 

/ 52-60 mm 
\ SI-58 mm 
(Williamson) 


SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 iiu). 

field characters. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, pisTRiBimoN and habitat. Known only from the type obtained 
near Rampur (r. 31®26'N., 77°37'E.), Sutlej Valley, Himachal Pradesh, 
Habitat unkno^vn. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD, VOICE and BREEDING. UnknOIVD. 

Museum Diagnosis. This speda is known from a unique specimen in the 
coliecrion of the British Museum which Hume had collected near Rampur on 
13 November IB67. G. Vauric [Amer. Afus. PfocitaUs, No. 1753, p. 9, 1955) dis- 
cussa the specimen describing the wing formula in detail — 5th primary (as.) 
longest, 2nd 10 mm shorter and 3rd-4th intermediate — but this is unbripful since 
it is in moult Primaria 3rd-5th are cmarginated, and there is a notdi on inner web 
of 2nd, 16 mm from tip. 

The bill is long and strongly made, and akin to that of a small A. stenlareus (such 
as tosopn of the Moluccas). It measura 19 mm from skull, instead of about 15 mm in 
A, condneru and A. agricola. The plumage a almost identical with A. conctneru (or 
with A. sUntOTcus loxopet), being slightly darker olive-brown above, and buffhh white 
below, heavily washed with fulvous on sida of breast and flanks. Its status as a 
full specia whose breeding range is still unknown may be doubted. Pcrfiaps the 
bat guess is that it repraents a rare and isolated form of the widely but very patchily 
distributed A. stentoreas (Williamson, 1963). 

measurements 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from ikuU) 

1 o? 61 19 23 54 mm 

(from nostrils) 

15 mm 

Width of bUl at gape 6 mm 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. UofalOWn. 

Genus Hippolais Baldenstein 

Hippolds Baldenstein, 1 827, Neue Alpina 2 : 77. 

Type, by roonotjipy, Sjlsie poljgletta VieUlot 

Qose to Aerocephalas but tail square or nearly so. BUI flattened and wide. Three 
>roak rictal bristles. 


Key to the Spceles 


Wing m*cr 70 mm. * ,/f. lenpAda 

Wing xmder 70 mm ./f. cetigela 
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Hippolab caugata (Uchtcostcia) 
Key to the Sol>^>ecles 

TaU usually under 50 mm ...................... 

Ta3 usually over 50 mm 


,H. e.caligeSa 
, . .H. e. rtssm 
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1562. SnxiTian Booted Trw Warbler. Hippolms caligata caUgata 
(Ijchtenstein) i 

SjUna cdigala Lichtemtcin, 1823, in. Evcmnann’s Rrisc Orcnbms Buchara: 128 
(Uek River, near Orenburg) 

Sjlvia scita Everanann, 1843, Adi Pallas Zoogr. Roao-Asiat, fare. 3: 12 
(Ural Mts) 

Baker, FBI No. 842, Vol. 2: 444 
Plate 86, fig. 3 ^ 

locai, name. Chinnofibhiri (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; 12 cm (4 J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1563, q.v. 

STATUS, DUTMirnoN and habitat. Widespread and fairly common 
svmter visitor. The Indian Peninsula from Madhya Pradesh and the Ganges 
south to Kanyakumari (Cape Comorin); east through the Bengal duars. 


Hippotals caligata 



Breeding range i, a Winter, i Winter, a 

I caligata (1562). a rama (1563). 


Assam and Bangladesh {fide Rashid). Also Ceylon (one record — Phillips). 
On . passage throughout the western Himalayas and Pakistan (inclutfcug 
northern Baluchistan), northern and northwestern India, Nepal (not 
recorded since Hodgson) and Sikkim. Affects deciduous scrub jungle, 
isolated shrubs in dry cultivated land, clumps of grass, and occasionally 
reeds. 

Exlralimital. Breeds in southern Siberia from the Yenisey to the Lenin- 
grad region. 


SYLVIINAE 



mcRATiON. Spring passage from April to May; autumn passage August 
to September. On its svinter grounds August to April. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1563. 

BREEDiNO. ExtralimitaL 


Museum Diaonosts. like rama but upperparts darker, more fulvous brown. 
Tail’shorter. 

Young (immature) pater, more sandy grey above, whiter below. OAen migrate* 
in this plumage. 
measurements 


o’er 

99 


Wing 

59-851 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

58-65/ 

13-15 

19-22 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1563. 


Tail 

/47-5I mm 
\ 46-52 mm 
(HW, SA) 


1563. Indian Booted Tree Warbler. Hippolds caligata rama (Sykes) 

Sfivia Rama Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool, Soc. London: 89 (Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No. 840, Vol. 2: 442 

LOCAL NAStEs. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (4| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. pale olivc-brown,* a short, whitish superolium. 

Below, huffish white. Sexes al^c. 

May be easily confused with the very similar Paddyfield and Blyth's 
warblers which arc darker brown. T^e latter is slightly larger, has a sensibly 
longer bill and a more roimded (r. square-ended) tail. May also be confused 
with some Phylloscopi but calls different. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common and widespread winter 
visitor. From Sind, Delhi and Calcutta south to Kanyakumari (Cape 
Comorin) and Ceylon. Breeds in Sind, northern Baluchistan, Peshawar dist. 
and western Punjab. In winter affects almost any country where acacias, 
bushes or scrub abound. More a bird oF semi-desert country whereas 
caligata prefers less arid parts. In the breeding season frequents tamarisks 
and bushes along river beds and canals; also gardens and hedges. 

Extralimital. Breeds also in Afghanistan, northern Iran, southern Turkes- 
tan and Transcaspia. 
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MIORATION. As a winter visitor may be found from September (August 
in the north) to April. On its summer grounds from April to August. 
Common on passage through northern India, Pakistan, the Makran coast 
and the western Himalayas. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually seen singly, sometimes loose ‘ flocks * of up to 
10 birds or so, restlessly hunting insects among leaves and blossoms such as 
Acacia and Prosopis\ often flics out from the extremity of a tivig to take inserts 
on the wing. Closely resembles leaf warblers in behaviour and movements. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A harsh chuck . . . chuck or churr-r . . . ckur-r recalling 
the notes of the Lesser Whitethroat {Syhia curruca). Song, a soft, sweet and 
spirited creaky jingle reminiscent of song of Lesser Whitethroat as well as of 
Swallow {Hirundo rusticeP) uttered more or less incessantly throughout the day 
from shoidy before spring departure. A quieter warbling in the nature of 
sub-song given now and again in winter while foraging, 

BREEDING. Scoson, May to July. JWr/, a cup of twigs, grass roots and stems, 
lined wth fine grass, wool, vegetable do\vn and hair. Well hidden in dense 
undergrowth especially tamarisk and rose bushes, sometimes in grass clumps, 
within a couple of metres from the ground. Eggs, normally 3 or 4, occasionally 
5, very variable: pinkish white to pale grey with grey, purple or black spots 
and specks, sometimes lines, scrawls or blotches (for further details see Baker, 
Pddijication 2: 402). Average size of 200 eggs 15*8 x 12*3 mm (Baker). 
Appears to breed in loose colonics; many nests may be found in a small 
area and sometimes a couple of nests even in the same bush. Share of the 
sexes in nest-building and incubation, and incubation period, unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. In fresh winter plumage differs from caligata (1562) by 
its uniform mouse-grey upperparts with slight olive tinge, as against darker, more 
fulvous brovm. Tail longer, usually over 50 mm. ^ 

Best differentiated from Acrocephalm dumtlerum by the rudimentary fint primary 
being longer than primary coverts by 4-10 mm. In A. dumetorum the fint primary 
is narrow and pin-like, shorter than or equal to primary coverts, never exceeding 
them by more than e. 3 mm, 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 


50-57 mm 

60-65 

14-16 

19-22 

58-62 

15-16 

20-21 

49-57 mm 


d’d' 

^ ' (HW, SA, CaJT) 

Weight 14 (JiV 8-11 (av. 9-3) g — SA {possibly both subspecies). 

COLOUits OT BARE PARTS. Iris harcl-brown Of olivc-brown. BUI: upper mandible 
brown, lower pole flab; mouth pale lemon-yellow or bright yellow; gape yellowish 
buff. Legs and feel greyish brown; claws dusky; soles pale lemon-yellow. 


1564. -Updber’s Tree Warbler. Hippdais tmguida 
(Hemprich & Ehrenberg) 

Currare Impiiit Hemprich it Ehrenberg, 1833, Symb. Ph)-s. Avium, fob cc 
(Syria) 

Baker. FBI No. 844, Vol. 2: 445 
Plate 86, fig. 1 
Nonc recorded. 


SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c» 14 cm (5 in.). 

held characters. Above, pale grcy-bro\m. Lores whitish. Below, 
buflish white, flanks ivashcd with pale bro^vn. Outer rcctriccs tipped white. 
Sexes alike. .... 

nic conspicuous white-tipped rcctriccs identify this species. ^ 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. SummcT visUof. Brccds m smmi 
numbem in the hills of Quetta at e. 2300-2400 m. Affects stunted bush- 
covered, stony hillsides. Recorded on migration m southern B.Tluchistan. 



Extralimital. Extends to the Aral Sea and eastern Medit. sranean. 
Iters in southwestern Arabia, Ethiopia, Sudan and i^mya. 

[toRATios. Arrives on its summer grounth m Apnl. Autumn passage 
ed in September and spring passage in ApnI.(Baluchutan). 

KNZRAI. iiAnm. . Undescribed. Said to be rather i.Icnt and thus can y 
rlookcd. 

Song undescribed Call-note a 
iRTRDtNO. Srasaa. May and J^e A'rrt, a neat 

h cobweb on the outside and h'ned with fine p,,, dutch 

Itunted. thorny bushes some 30 to 50 cm ^td«),' 

; not recorded with certainty (c/4-5 in mm n blotches and 

e pinkish purple, spanely marked wi* bUck 

s. Average size of 28 eggs lB-9 X 13'6 mm (Baker), 
lumuu Dotososn. The white-tipped reetrlees disunguisb this ryrdn. 


LOCAL NAMES. 
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UKASUREUENTS 


Wing 

4 e'd'' VI-77 \ 

4 9 9 72-75/ 

Weight 4 oi'<7' 9*B-10*5; 3 9 9 9*6-10 g (Dementiev). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris light brown. Bill: upper 
lower flesh. Legs and feet light brown or flesh. . 


Bill ' Tarsus 
(Irom slcuU) 

18-21 21-22 


Tail 

/ 59-€2 mrn 
\ 60-72 mm 
(Dementiev) 

mandible dark brown, 


Genus Sylvia Scopoli 

Sjlvta Scopoli, 1769, Annus I, Hist. Nat.: 154. 

, Type, by subsequent designation, MoUuilla AtricapUla Linnaeus 
Bill not compressed, culmen more or less curved. Rictal bristles less developed 
than in Acrocephalus and Hippolais. 

Gf. Williamson, K., 1964, The Genus Sjlvia. British Trust for Ornithology, Field 
Guide No. 9. 

Key to the Species 

I ‘ Pint primary (as.) shorter than primary-coverts 

A Underparts conspicuously barred ^..S. nisoria 

B Urderparts not barred S.commtmts 

11 First primal longer than primary-coverts 

C Wing over 74 mm •S'. horUnsis 

D Wing under 73 mm 

1 Upper plumage a striking fawn colour S. nana 

2 Upper plumage grey or grey-brown S. eurrvea 

i5^a. Barred Warbler. Sylvia Ttisoria (Bechstein) 

MoUtdlia nisoria Bechstein, Om. Monatsb. 15: 3 
' (Kachka Su, central Tien Shan) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 84, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. • Sparrow; length e. 16 cm (SJ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large watblcr resembling whitethroats in shape 
and actions. 

Male (adult). Above f grey, flecked with white on sides of crown; wing- 
coverts, tcrtials and upper tail-coverts tipped %vith white. Outer rcctrices 
partly white. Below ^ white scalloped with grey (except on centre of belly), 
F c m'a 1 e similar but scalloping much less prominent. 

Young birds have plain whitish buff underparts. 

The finely barred appearance of underparts is diagnostic. The yellow eye 
is also a distinctive character in both sexes (juveniles have a brown iris). 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Scarcc passage migrant. Two 
records: Gflgit, 1500 m (Biddulph, vide N. B. K5nnear,76w 1931 : 575) and 
Shyok Valley, Ladakh, 4150 m (J. A. Sillem, 1934, Orgaan der Cl. Nederland. 
Vogelk. 7; 29). Affects bushes; 
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Extralirmtal. Breeds in the western Palaearctic from Turkestan to 
Germany. Winters in eastern Africa from Egypt to South Africa. 

uioRATiON. The spedmen from Ladakh (a juvenile) was taken on 2 July, 
that from Gilgit on 6 September. 

GENERAL HABITS. Thosc of thc gcnus. Very skulking. 

FOOD. Insects in summer and also berries in autumn. 

VOICE and galls. A ckakf ehdk and a churring note as common to most 
members of the genus. Alarm, a harsh chatter m-eTT-m. Srid to be a 
magnificent songster. • 

MusEtm DiAONosa. Sec Field Charactcis. Unbarrwi juvenile distinguished 
from yoimg or female S. hortensis by having first primary shorter than primaty- 


coverts. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

■ Bai 

(From skuU) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

C?’9 

83-90 

‘ 16-18 

24-26 

64-79 nun 
(Williamson) 


Weight50(J’9 (firat-winter) 18*8-31 (av. 22*8) g — Williamson. 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris pale to bright ycUow in adults, dark brown in 
juveniles becoming grey-brown in first svinter. Bill dark bro^vn, base of lower mand- 
ible yellow or yellowish brown. Legs and feet dull yellowish flesh to brownbh grey. 


1565. Eastesm Orphean Warbler, Sylvia hortensis jerdoni (Blyth) 

C,{urruca) Jerdoni Blyth/ 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 439 
(Southern India) 

Baker, FBI No. 846, Vol. 2: 448 
Plate 84, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Goz buTTUck (Brahui) ; Moto shveta kdntha (Gujarati) ; Pedda nalla 
kampajUta (Tclugu). 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large grey tvarbler with a white throat, dark 
cro\vn and cheeks, and pale eyes. 

Male (adult). head black; rest of 

. • upperparts grey. Tail blackish, outer rcct- 

white. BeloWt throat white, rest bufiish 
white. 

- Female. Above, head grey, darker on 

X c. 1 cheeks and contrasting with white throat. 

Back and wings pale brotvnish grey. Tail 
grey, outer rectrices white. Below, as in male. 

STATUS, msTRtBunoN and habitat. As a summer (breeding) visitor, 
locally common. Northern Baluchistan and N.W.F.P., between '2100 and 
3000 m, in Kohat apparently as low as 750 m. A spedmen collected In 
Gilgit on 1 1 June. As a winter visitor, widely distributed and locally common 
from Sind, the Indus Valley, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh (Oudh), and southern 
Bihar (Manbhum), south trough the Deccan to Mysore (Satnur — SSlim 
Ali, JBNHS 43: 575) and Tamil Nadu, c. lO’N. (Madurai dist. — Nichols, 
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^id. 44: 400). Winters irregularly in the more northern parts (Sind, 
Punjab); appears to be scarcer in dry years when trees arc not in good 
leaf. A common passage migrant in northwestern India, Pakistan and the 
western Himalayas. Affects semi-desert, stony country and ravines with a ' 

SykhhorUnth 



4 hortensis (RE). 


sparse vegetation of Prosopis and leafy babool trees and scrub. In 

appears to be confined to localities where there is a fair amount of 
shrubby, not too far from water, though it is sometimes met with also in 
^d regions. 

■ExtralimstcL Turkestan, Afghanistan and eastern Iran. The species 
Qctods west to Sprin and Morocco, Winters in Arabia and in Africa from 
Ethiopia to Guinea. 

^ snoRATiON. Found on its summer grounds from April to August and in 
ib v^tcr quarters from August to March, in the north till the end of April. 
A bird ringed in Kathiawar on 27.ix.19M ivas recaptured and released at 
the same place on 2l.ix.1961 ; it was captured again in the identical spot a 
year later, on I8.ix.l962. A second bird ringed here on 19ax.l960 s^-as also 
j^'ceaptured in the same locality tivo years later, on 244X-1962 (Shivraj- 
™ur, JBNHS 59: 963). 

osnrRal habits. Very skulking. Hunts in bushes and lower branches of 
sometimes descends to the ground to pick up a morsel. Extremely 
^i^crect in its breeding territory and easily overlooked evtn when searched 
for. 
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FOOD. Mainly insects; flower nectar (c.g. otCapparis aphylla) and berries 
are taken in autumn and winter; also determined arc seeds and a snail (SA). 

VOICE and calls. Song, short vehement phrases of almost blackbird- 
like quality. Sings very sporadically, even’ during courtship season when 
one may be within its territory without hearing a sound for several houn. 
Call-note chuck . . , chuck like that of a whitethroat but louder and deeper. 
Alarm, a hard, rattling tm. Other notes, a cMcJaiickick given while hopping 
among bushes. 

BREEDmo. Season, end of April to July. Nest, a cup of grass stems, twigs 
and dead leaves lined with fine gra^ and some hair. Placed near the top of 
a small, often isolated bush some 60 to 150 cm above the ground, often ill- 
conccalcd. Eggs, 4 or 5, very pale greenish 
white, marked with blackish bro^vn specks 
or small blotches and secondary ones of pale 
grey, fairly numerous at the large end, scanty 
elsewhere. Average size of 31 eggs 20 *6 X 15*5 
mm (Baker). Other details of breeding biology 
not recorded widiin our limits. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Postjuvcnal moult of body, lesser 
and median coverts. ^ 

measurements 


Wing 

Bill 

Tanus / 

Tail 


(from skull) 



79-86 

19-21 

23-25 

66-72 mm 

77-83 

19-21 

23-25 

67-71 mm 


(HW, SA) 

Weight 9 9 22-24 (av. 22 • 2) g — S A. 

colours of bare farts. Iris grcy-whltc to pale straw. Bill dark brown, base 
of lower mandible pale lead. Legs and feet olive-brown to slate-grey. 



1566. Tndian Wliitetiuroat. Sylvia commurtutcUrops M6i^tri^ 

Sjkia ieterops Mm^triis, 1832, CaL Rais. Caucase: 34 
(Talych, eastern Transcaucasia) 

Sjluia eoitwoffds nhicola Stresemann, 1928, Jour. C Om. 76: 378 
(Kuldja, Chinese Turkestan) 

Baker, FBI No. 845, Vnl. 2: 447 
Pbce 84, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 14 cm (SJ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, bro\vm3h grey; edges of secondaries nifous- 
brmvn. Outer rcctrices white. Below, throat while, rest of underparts with a 
pinkish flush. Sexes practically alike. 

The Lesser ^Vhitethroat is smaller, lacks the rufous wing-patch and has 
distinctive dark cheeks which contrast sharply with the glistening white 
throat.' 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. As a summcT (breeding) visitor 
recorded only from northern Baluchistan at 21(X)-2300 m (Meinertzhagen,. ' 
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wtst of a line Spitf-Mt Abu-Kutch anrf ^ autiunn migrant 

SyMa eammunh 



I iilirDpi (1566). a nmmwu's (RE). 

Doued line: eastern limit of migrants. 

spring migi^t on the Ma^ coast (CBT). Affects Capparis and other scrub 
in stony and s^dy semi-desert, and bushes and hedge amidst cultivation 
oftm by roatbid^ Breeds m low thorn bushe on hillside. 

Exlrahmtal. The wetem Palaearctic from Turketan to the Urals and 
^key (le^ops) and wetrvard to Scandinavia and Morocco (nominate) 
WIntee in Yemen and tropical Africa. Wommate). 

mo^TioN. One of the specie (cf. Ind. Hb. 1 : xxxv) that pass through 
NW. India on autumn migration to take the Arabian route to their svinte 

I't'iia in the second half 

of August, the bulk amvmg in early September often h'teralJv sivarmine- 
il“^i October. Return (spring) passage 

SSer. 0« breeding grounds from 'May fo 

‘ban most svarblee. Move about in 
ISdo^T^S UnUkc the Lcsse Whitethroat. 

food. Chiefly insects, occasionally berries. 

shll'^^ Ai^' 1 migration. A hoane eAnr-r and a 

shaip tat, lot. Also a chewu chmt.wht-wkil-whit. Song, (not recorded in India) 
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”P‘‘*."?’'bIe of poor quality, emphasized on the first fnv 
often dcHvered m short sone-.fliVFit - V 

Scf Xe nm^^^ '"ge end where for^-ng a cap 

I9-I X 

Mcszuii Ducnosb. See Field Characters. 
sttASuRzuErns 

Wing 


8 (J'di’ 
3 pp 


73-77 

73-76 


Bill 

(from skull) 
11-13 
11-13 


Tarsus 

20-22 

21-22 


Tail 

60-65 nun 
58-66 mm 
(SA) 


Weight 24 (fp (Sept.) 15-25 (av. 17 - 3 ) g — SA. 

COLOUKS or BASS PARTS. Iris ydlosvish brown. Bill brown, flesh at base of 
tower raandiWc. Legs and feet yellowish brown. 

Sylvia curruca (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A Uppeiparls dark grey, head darker r. elltoa *”‘2? 

B Back greyish brown 

a Head grey contrasting with back e. bljAi 126 

b -Palcr.moresandybrown..-. S. c. halimoJmin 178 

G Back sandy bro^^m, crown ashy grey not contrasting with back.,.. 

f. tntftiila 128 


1567. Siberian Lesser Whitethroat. Sylvia curruca bljth! 
Ticehurst S: kVhistler 

Sylcin cumca hlythi Ticehunt & Whistler, 1933, Ibis: 556 
(Cawnporc) 

Baker, FBI No. 849, Vol. 2: 45 (See fooUiotc 2, p. 129. imdcr S. c. Mm) 
Plate B4, fig. 6 
LOCAL HAii£. CM'ww nolla kampajitta (Tdugu). 

SEE. Sparrow ^ ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1570, back broivncr. 

STATUS, DisTRJBunoM and Habitat. Common and widespread winter 
visitor, Pakistan and India from the western Himala>’an foothills, Uttar 
Pradesh and lower Bengal south through the Peninsula to Tamil Nadu. 
One record from Ceylon (Phillips, 1953, p. 97), In tlie hills up to at leasi 
900 m. Noted on passage in Spiti atover 3300 m and in northern Baluchistan. 
One record from Nepal (Ripley, JBNHS 59: 290), Affects scrub jungle and 
undergrowth; in seim*dcsert especially partial to k^Sd bushes {Capparis 
aphylla)y babool (Acme nilotka) and Irdndi {Prosopts spiagero) trees. 


WARBLERS 

5y/r/o curruca 



4 elihiua (1570). 5 tvmtca (RE). 


Exifisltrmtal. Breeds in central Siberia from I<akc Baikal to the Ob river. 
The spcdcs ranges west to the British Isles. Winters in India and w'csl 
through southern Iran to Syria, Egypt, Sudan, southern Arabia and in 
Africa from Ethiopia to Nigeria. 

UORATIOK. Found in its Avinter quarters from September to April 
(August to hlay in the north). An individual ringed in Kathiawar on 
24.uc.1961 was recaptured in the same place almost exactly a year later, on 
26.uc.l962 (SWvrajtumar. JBNHS 59: 963). 

OEHERjo, HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1570. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 


Mussim Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. Second primar>* usually 
f^lh between 6th and 7th, Moults as in 1570. 

SOASURZSIENTS 


Wins 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tan 


(from skull) 



61-68 

12-13 

18-23 

54-62 mm 

61-67 

— 

19-21 

53-61 mm 


(CBT. SA, HtV) 

Weight I cP (OcL, Nepal) 12*1 g (Payntcr); 19 (J»9 (OcL, S. India) 11-16 
(av. 13)g — SA. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Icis palc yellowish browrn. Bill bluuh grey vrtth black 
dp; mouth whitish flesh. Legs and feet dark brown to plumbeous slate. 
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1568. Kirghiz Lesser Whitethroat. Sytria curruca haltmodendri Sushkin 

Sylvia curruca haJimoderufri Sushkin. 1904, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 14: 42 
(lower Irgir and lower Turgai riven, loulhcrn Kirghi* Steppes) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

local nauz. Chie (Sind), 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1569, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Winter visitor to the plains of the 
Indus in Punjab (Dcra Ghazi Khan, Bahawalpur) and Sind; abo Salt Ibinge 
and Baluchistan (CHjallarbar, spedmen in Brit. Mus.). Affects bushes and 
scrub. 

Extralimital. Breeds betsveen the Caspian Sea and the Lake Balkhash 
region. 

inoRATioN. As in 1567. 

oenerXl HABnrs, food and voice. As in 1570. 

Museum DzAONOin. Paler than blyAibul not as sandy as miitida. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from tkuU) 

rtJII "-'3 18-20 Sill 

9 9 57-64 J mm 

(Dementiev) 

COLOURS OP RARE PARTY. As in 1567. 

1569, Small Whitethroat. ^hia curruca minula Hume 

Syleia mxjtsla Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 193 
(Bhawulpore) 

Baer, FBI No. BSO, Vol. 2:451 
Plate 84. fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Nooe rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length f. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovt^ palc sondy brown, more ashy on crovm. Dark 
checks contrasting with white throat distmetive. Tail dark brown, outer 
rcctriccs white. BclaiCy throat white, rest pale buff. Sexes alflce. 

STATUS, dbtrujution and habitat. Common winter visitor. North- 
western India in Haryana and Pakistan from Peshawar and Punjab south 
through the Indus Valley Co the Makran coast in the vrest and Kutch 
(JBNHS 61: 184)* in the cast- On passage through the western Himalayas 
and northeni B^uchistan. Affects ihom scrub in semi-desert country, 
frequently far out in sand-dune desert among spane Cepparis bushes. As a 
brewer, also frequents semi-desert. 

ExtreliTmlal. Breeds from Transcaspia to the Gobi desert 
SQORATiov. Spring passage in Manrii-April; autumn passage September 
to mid November. In its winter quarters from September to April. 

» One of the Kutch tpedmem (W. 68 mas) identified by Dr C. V'turie * «j perfcip* 

X rtargtlefoe* StohmAaa \ 
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GENERAL HABITS, rCM3D and VOICE. As in 1570. Perhaps more tcircs- 
trial tlian other whitcthroats, commonly seen running on ground in and out 
of rootstocks of bushes like nana (1571). 

M0S2UJ4 Diagnosis. A pale sandy brown desert form, the palest of all white- 
throats. Brown ashy grey. White part of outer rcctriccs purer than in other races, 
2nd primary (as.) usually between 7th and 8th, occasionally equal to 7th or 8th. 
Moults as in 1570. 

MZASUREUEKTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(&om skull) 

.c?? 58-65 11-12 20-23 50-58 nun 

(CBT, Williamson) 

ooiGURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris palc ycllowish brown. Bill bluish grey, tip black; 
mouth whitish flesh. Legs and feet brown to plumbeous-slate. 

1570. Home’s I^esser ’WhitetBroat. Sylvia amuea althaea Humc^ 
althaea Hume, 1878, Stray Feathers 7: 60, 62 (Kashmir) 

C.{umea) ajuiis Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 564 (S. India)* ^ « 
Cf. Watson, G. E., 1969, Bull. Zool. Nomend. 26: 39-41 
Baker, FBI No. 848, VoL 2: 450 
Plate 84, hg. 5 

LOCAL NAME. Qut f^t (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e, 12 cm (5 in.). 

tTELD CHARACTERS. i45ow, dark gTcy, back and wings tingcd With brown. 
Ear-coverts a darker grey contrastmg with ghstenmg white throat. Tzil 
blackish brown, outer rcctriccs ^vhitc. Below, white tinged ^vith buJf on breast 
and belly. Sexes alike. 

The dark car-coverts,* darker than crowm and contrasting wth white of 
throat, arc characteristic of all Lesser Whitcthroats. TThc very similar female 
of the Orphean Warbler (1565) is much larger. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Summer (breeding) visitor to the 
w’cstem Himalayas; winter visitor to the Peninsula, locally common. Breeds 
in Kashmir from 1500 to 2700 m, in Astor, Gilgit and Ladakh behvecn 
2100 and 3700 m, and from Murrcc west through N.W.F.P. and south 
through the high ranges to northern Baluchistan. Affects stony, bush- 
covered hillsides, often along streams, Berberis, Ruhus, Cotoneaster and briar 
in Kashmir, Lomcera, willows and fruit trees in Ladakh, buckthorn bushes 
and juniper in Baluchistan. Winters from the western Himalayan foothills 
south to Sind and southeast to the Eastern Ghats and Tamil Nadu. Also 
fairly common in northern Ceylon. In this season affects bushes and scrub 
of babool etc. 

Extralimtal. Ranges' north to Turkestan and west to the southern 
Caspian and Zagros mountmns of Iran, these populations probably winter- 
ing in southern Iran and Iraq. 

uiGRATiQN. Arrives on its summer grounds in April. First autumn 
migrants appear in Punjab at the end of July. Recorded in Ceylon from 
October to April. 

» Subsequent mfonnaUon on hnbiu, distribuUon and intergradalion show that althaea 
and mimde are better treated as subt^>edes otaimua. 

* Although this name » sponymfred with elihaea^ most of the notes published untfer the 
name * S, e^ims * pertain to S. eurruee hljAi,Jide Whbtler & Ticehuist, Ibis 1933: 554-6. 
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GENERAL HABITS. Quict and unobtiusiv’C. Frequents bushes singly, 
creeping and hopping about restlessly amongst the tangles of ^rigs and 
foliage searching for caterpillars etc. Unlike the Indian ^Vhiteth^oat (.9. 
coTjtmunis), freely ascends trees. Along with tree- and leaf ^^'arbIers all white- 
throats have a comical habit, when himting, of lunging out with the bill to 
seize an insect just out of reach, nearly toppling over in the attempt then 
quickly steadying themselves svith the wings. 

FOOD, Insects. Commonly visits the blossoms of babool (Acacia), Capparis 
and Prosopis for nectar, perhaps also insects, often getting the for^ead 
thickly coated svith ycliosv' pollen. 

VOICE and calls. Ordinary note, a subdued, hard Uk , , . Uk like the 
cHcking of tivo stones together or of one’s tongue against the palate. This 
note is dbtinct from the chuck or chur-r of the Booted Warbler. Song, a 
varied soft ^varbling audible only at close range and followed by a rapid and 
far-carrying descending rattle. The latter has been rendered as cfdr^hxrri 
chivyckirri (Magrath)i The song is occasionally uttered before its departure 
in spring and often while on migration. 

BREEDING. ScosoTi, end of April to August. Pfest, a thin cup of dry grass 
and rootlets bound together wth a little w'ool and scantily lined wA finer 
grass and hair. Usually placed in low bushes some 60 to 150 cm above the 
ground, less often in the lower branches of trees up to 3 metres. However, 
where low vegetation has been burnt out the bircL may nest again in the 
outer branches of pines 4 to 6 metres up (Davidson), Eggs, usually 4, some- 
times 3, pale grey, white or creamy marked with light or dark brown spots 
and blotches wth secondary markings of lavender. Average size of 41 eggs 
from Ladakh 18‘5 x 13*7 mm; of 86 from Kashmir 17*5 X 13 mm 
(Osmaston). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from other subspecies by larger size, dark grc>* 
upperparls and larger bill. 2nd primary (as.) usually between 6th and 8th. 

Spring moult takes place in February and March and includes body-feathers, 
central rcctriccs, inner secondaries and their coverts, sometimes all rcctriccs and 
remiges: Postnuptial moult complete, July to September. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Tarsus Tail 

'd’9 63-71 19-22 52-61 mm 

(Williamson) 

Bill from skull 14-15 mm (HW) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown or hazel bro\vn. Bill homy brown, lower 
mandible paler; mouth fleshy pink. Legs and feet homy black or bluish slate; 
claws brown. 

1571. Desert Warbler. Sylvia nana nana (Hemprich & Ehrcnberg) 
Cunvea nana Hemprich & Ehrcnberg, 1833, Phi’S. Avium, fol. cc 

(Sinai) 

Sylvia nana theresae Meinertzhagen, 1937, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 58: 10 
(Rohri, Sind) 

/ Baker, FBI No. 847, Vol. 2 : 449 

Plate 84, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 
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SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 11 cm (4^ in.). 

mLD CHARACTERS. Ahove, pale greyish brown; a white ring round eye. 
T^ pale rufous, showing when expanded dark brown inner rcctriccs (some 
>rith white tips) and pure ^vhitc outer rcctriccs. Below, creamy white. Sexes 
alike. « 

Supcrfidally a passable miniature of Rufous Ghat (1641), cspcdally when 
tail cocked and fanned out. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. WintcT visitor, locally common. 
Pakistan from N.W.F.P, and Punjab south through Sind, Baluchistan 
(Chagai, Makran coast) and northwestern India in Haryana, Rajasthan 
and Kuich. Affects scattered Capparis and suchlike bushes often far out in 


Syhlo nano 



Breeding ranges Winter 

I nana {1571). 2 desrrii (RE). 

or boulder-strewn desert, stony hillsides, and even Salsola and Stmeda 
v^tation on salty mudBats. May breed in Baluchistan (Diccan hills near 
the Sind border) whence Baker (Jiidipcation 2: 407) received a nest and 
but confirmarion required. The nest svas found in ‘ barren, rocky 
mountains *. 

Exfrelvmtal, Breeds from Mongolia to the Caspian Sea and Iran (south 
to Zagros Mts, Afghanistan and Baluchistan ?), Another subspecies in the 
northern Sahara. Winters in southern Iran, Arabia and northeastern Africa 
*outh to Ethiopia. 

hioration. Arrises in its svintcr quarters towards the end of September, 
leaves in hlardi. 

general HABITS. Usually seen singly hopping among lo^v scrub or 
ftmmng briskly on the ground in among the bases of bushes like a desert 
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mouse. Tail often spread out and partly cocked, the bird then reminiscent 
of a Scotocerca (1533) or Eiythropygia (1641) but otherwise is a typical Sylvie- 
in habits. Generally shy and retiring but at times will allow a close approach 
ivhcn perched on the top of a bush, boiring and eying the intruder before 
flying off low over the ground. Has a curious habit of often following other 
birds such as whcatcars from bush to bush, maybe for sociability rather than 
wth malice aforethought I 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-notes unrecorded. Snatches of a pleasant, rather 
feeble reeling song may be heard in its winter quarters. Song rendered as 
tiri-iityu-tyu-tyviyiyu and likened to the jingle of a tiny bell. When singing 
often spreads and partly erects tail, displaying the white outer rcctriccs and 
tips. Song also given in flight. 

BREEDING. Mainly extralimital. Season, end of April to July. Jiest, a 
small cup of grass bents and rootlets lined svith some vegetable dowm; 
placed in dense scrub within a metre from the ground. Eggs, 4 or 5 (in 
U.S.S.R.), white marked svith dark brown and pale brown blotches fairly 
numerous at the larger end, ^vith secondary marl^gs of pale grey. Average 
size of 16 eggs 17*5 X 13*1 mm (Baker); of 61 eggs 15*7 X 12*1 mm 
(Zarudny) 1 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Young like adult but upperparts 
creamy grc>', no fawn tinge. Postjuvenal moult of body-feathers. Spring moult •' 
includes body-feathers, tertials and at least part of taiU 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bfll 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Ta’J 

57-60 \ 

11-12 


f 46-51 

54-58/ 

c. 18 

1 C.47 


V t, Tl 

(CBT, SA) 


Wdght 12 o'er 7-10*5 (av. 8*8) ; 2 9 9 7, 9 g (Paludan, Afghanistan). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris j*clIow or pale gold. BUI j'cliowish straw, dusky 
on culmen and tip. Legs and feet straw->'ellow. 

Genus Phylloscopus Boie 

Pkyllaseopxts Bole, 1826, Isis, coL 972. Tj^pe, b>' Motaeilla TrocMliu 

Linnaeus 

Hodgson, 1844,i«Gray*iZooI.Misc.:82.Type,bysuhtcquenld€StgaatioQ, ' 
R/galas modesius Gould 

Acer.Vwpr.easte Blaslus, 1858, Naumannia: 313. T>’pe, by monotypy, PfyUopnensU 
bcreelis Blasius 

Herbisoada Svrinhoc, 1871, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 353, T>'pe, by monotypy, 
sr&roret Raddc 

Cf. Ticdiunt, G. B., 1938, A S}*5tcrnatlc Resdew of the Genus PfyUoseopai, 
London. ^Vi^ialnsoa, K., 1962, The Genus Pfylloscefazs. British Trust for 
Omidiology Field Guide No. 8. 

Bill shorter than head, slim and pointed; rictal brutles present but short. For 
further detadb see Tlcdnirst, loc. ciL, p. 27. 
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I M *® **** Sped** 

I No^.b^; 6lh Prinu^ („.) 

A Ohvc above, some yellow below. . s, , ,. 

11 N buff Wow.'.V.VV/'pS 34 

n No wing.harsj6tb primary emaigiaaled -P- t’och^lu, 134 

I uuderparts without yellow 

1 No trace of green or yellow in plumage ^ 

a Goldcrest-lihe; Bants creamy s> . , 

2 Sants fulvous P.fm 'catus (fddt) H8 

2 Trace ofgreenab on lesser cor-erts j. 

3 “uSerparts wi* yellow 

3 Su^rcdium orange before eye, yellow behind; axiUarics rusty 

5 Sup^ilium uniformly bright yellowish bu^aaaiariB^e”^ 

6 Supercilium iU^defined, dusty yellowish MS 

C Upperpa^ with ohve; underparts with yellow or buff 

7 Sopercillumlong,reachmgtonape p ut 

8 Supercaium of moderate length "p e lao 

in Sbgle or douWc wing-ban; 6th primary cmk'r^inaV^^ 

A Pale ycUow edges and tips to tertiah 

1 Hted pattern of dark coronal bands and pale crown-stripe 
a Rump ycDower thzn maado hut not a pronounced band 

i Supcrcilium and face bright yellow P.iubviridu 157 

n Supercaium and face whitish P, inomatus mandeUix 155 

t> Hump with a pronounced yellow band 

iii White in three outer rectrices 

o' Wing-ham orange, throat yellow p. puichtr ■ 150 

o* Wing-bars pale yeUow, throat grey.... P.numii>««.is 161 

iv No white in tail. . n . * 

0 Tvi.. j c 4 ^-..P.proTegutus 158 

2 No definite head pattern but sometimes a pale crown-stripe. . 

n ’ ‘ ‘ ““UMftu and humri 156, 153 

B No pale edges and tips to tertials 

1 Coronal bands blackish or sooty, crown-stripe and supercilium 

bnght yfow -y ,33 

2 (.oronal hands dusky ohve, crown-stripe and supcrcilium pale 
yellow or whitish 

a Single pale yellow wing-har P. cmpi0lij (some) 172 

b Double pale yellotv wing-bars 

1 Outer three rectrices edged white on inner web P, regutaides 175 
It Outer two rectrices edged white, a white apical spot on 

, „ P. ctcipiisll, (some) 172 

6 xiead darker than mantle but no definite coronal band 

c Upperparts brown, underparts white p. tmWpes 171 

d Upperparts greenish, underpacts with yellow. .P. trockUsidts 166 
4 Head uniform with mantle 
e Single yellowish sving-bar 

iii Bill long and robust, hooked at lip P. mttgmresiris 164 


l*»5e 


170 
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sylviinae 

iv Bill of moderate sice, not hooked 

between 

othand7ih. p ..V 

O Grej-Uh green above, fiitle yellow below; 2nd primary 

between 7th and 9th P. psrhciitr r^ 

Phytloscopps -nioCHaus (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Sobspeclea 

More yellowish above, more yellowish white below p , 

More grey-brown above, more greyish while bdow . p. 

1572. Northern Leaf AVarbler. Phjlhsnpus Irxh'lus arrrdula 
(Linnaeus) 

Mflruillo Arreduli Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat, ed. 10, I; 189 

(Europa -= Uppsala, Sweden) 

Not in B:icr» KBI 

i-oc\L rtAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

ZKim ta^CTEta. No rving-faar. Adore, oKve-brown with a yellowish 
unge. A short ^Ilosvish supercilium. Sebw, dull whitish more or Je» 
streaked ^vlth ycUmv. Sexes alike. 

Fiist-tvinter birds have ycUow underparts and superdltum. 

status, ntsmiBimoN and habitat. Rare or accidentol vagrant or 
pasage migrant One record, Gujarat (Silica Alt, JBNHS 52 : 760). AffecU 
bushes, particularly near s«itcr. 

Extralimlal. Breeds from western Siberia to Scandinavia. Winten in 
central and southern Africa. 

MIORATION. The Gujarat specimen was taken on 29 March. Migrahbn 
takes place from March to May. Autumn rnigration takes place mostly in 
September. ' 

CENERAJ. HABITS. ThoSC of thc gCnUS. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-nolc whiet hardly distinguishable from that of 
eolljiilo. Song, an unmistakable, beautiful liquid warble, usually faint at 



Cctnp3r4live *iniclure of »ving», x e. J 
Above, P. (J 574) i 
BeW, P. tnxhilui (1572) 
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first, but gaining loudness and then descending to a more distinct ending 
such as . . . xiuet-siuiUw. Sings almost incessantly during spring migration. 

MusEUif DiACXoSB. Sec Key to thc Species. More yellowish above than 
yo^utmns. Underparts usually with a certain amount of yellow, 
measurements 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 c? 


(from *kul!) 



63 

13 

19 

46 mm 
<SA) 


ri’e? 

64-72 \ 

11-12 

20-21 

f 48-56 mra 

99 

62-66 J 

\ 44-51 mm 


(Williamson) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifb hazcl. BUI bfowu, basc of lowTr mandible paler. 
Legs and feet pale brerwn. 

1 573. Siberian Leaf Warbler* Phylloscopus tmhiltu yakaUnsis 
TicAurst 

Pkjllostepus trochilus yohiiensis Ticehurst, 1935, BuIL Brit, Om. Cl. 55: 178 
(Verkhoiamk District Yakut Land) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
LOCAL NASiES. Noflc recorded. 

SEE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD GHARACTERS. As in 1572, q.v. Scc Muscum DiagnosU. 

STATUS, DBTRiDtmoN and HABITAT. Perhaps an accidental winter 
visitor: specimens token in January 1952 at Kohima, Nagaland (Meinertz- 
hagen colL). May be expected as a passage migrant. Affects hushes. 

Extralimital, Breeds in Siberia from thc Ycniscy to Verkhoyansk 
(f. I33^E.). Winters in eastern Africa, at distances of over 1 1,000 km from 
its breeding range, 

MIORATION, As in 1572. 

OENERMs HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As lU 1572. 

Museum Diaghoso. See Key to the Species. Ahorc, grey-hrown »riih only a 
trace of olive on rump and edges of wing and rectrices. Below, dull white, clouded 
grey on breast and without yellow except at bend of wing and on thighs. 

. MEASUREMENTS 

. Wing Tail 

66-74 53-55 mm 

9 9 64-68 50-53 mm 

Wdght I ri' 9*5 g (Dementiev). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. A* in 1572. 

Phylloscopus coLLWjrrA (Vieillot) 

Key to the Snbspcelea Page 

A Plumage with ha«lly any trace of greenbb, rump uniform with mantle 

P. e. stridiansj 138 

B Upperparts brownish, more greenuh on mantle and wings; no yellow 

in supcrcilium P* c. tristis 137 

C Upoerparts olive, more yellowish on rump; superdUutn pale >-ellow 

P. c. colljbitJ 136 
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1574. European Chiffebaff. Pfylhstopus collyhita cetljhUa (Vicillot) 

Sjloia eoUjfbita Vicillot, 1817, Nouv. Diet. d’HisL Nat., nouv. W., 11:235 
(France, restricted to Konaandy by Mayaud, 1941, L*Ofreau: 89) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 86. fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Spiirrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.), 

TJELD caiARAcrTERs. M uv 1575, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATU 5 , DjSTjuBunON and HABITAT. Vagrant. One rccoid: Quetta, July 
19H (Meinertzhagen coll.). Afreets bushes and forest. 


Pbyiiostopos cphybKo 



Otlicr subjpcdcs (extralimital) not indicaied 

Exlralhmtal. Breeds in ivcslcm Europe from Poland to France and the 
British Isles. IVintcrs in thc Mediterranean region and Africa in the Savsnn* 
Zone. 

GENERAL HABITS, TOOD and VOICE. As »n 1575. ^ 

Museum Diacncwii, Sec Key to the Specie*. Abnt, brownish olo'r, 
more yelJowiih olis'c on rump; svperdhum ycJlowh!) white; cheeki and , , 

mottled buff and olive. Belcw, fuUied white, * treaked yd]<yw on Uetn. 
buff on flank*; under taif-coverts yeliowiih white; under win^-eeverOr 
and bend of wing yellow. ^V^ngl and tail brown with light ^xHowish olor frwt^ 




WARBLERS 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 8: 137-140 


SYLVIINAE 


545 


137 


mMVKzitam 


Wmg 


<?<? 

99 


57-63 \ 
53-62/ 


Bm 

(from slruU) 
11-12 


Tanus 

19-21 


Tan 


r 45-53 mm 
\ 41-52 mm 
(Williamson) 

COLOUKJ OF BARI PARTS. Iris brown. Bill dark brown, yellowish brown at base 
of lower mandible. Legs and feet dark brown. 


ISiS. Bro-wis Chiff c h a ff . Phyllosmpus ccllyHta-tnslis Blyth 

P.^hylhsapm) triitis Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asian Soc. Bengal 12: 966 (Calcutta) 
Baker, FBI No. 854, Vol. 2 : 456 

xocAL NASCE. Pin tiriy (Kashmir). 

SEE. Sparrow — ; length e. lO cm (4 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. No wing-bar. Atore, pale oljve-brown; a short, 
whitish supercilium. Below, dull whitish washed svith buff on breast and 
flanks. Sexes alike. 

Distinctly and unmistakably ‘ whiter ’* than nominate coUybitu (H. G. 
Alexander). Songs of the hvo similar but the latter’s said to be more musical. 
The tail-svagging easily differentiates this species from P. troehilus. 

STATUS, OISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Abundant winter visitor. The lower 
Himalayas (from e. 2100 m downwards) from N.W.F.P. in Pakistan east 
through Nepal, Sikkim, northern Bengal and the Bhutan foothills, south 
through the western half of Bangladesh, southern Bengal, Bihar, Madhya 
Pradesh, western Maharashtra south to north Kanara, Gujarat, Sind and the 
Makran coast. On passage through the western Himalayas and northern 
Baluchistan. Affects bushes (espedally Acacia, Zizyphm and suchlike, and 
waterside vegetation); also hedges, gardens, babwl groves, scrub jungle, 
reed-beds and standing crops. 

Extralimilal. Breeds in Siberia from the Ural Mts to the Kolyma river. 
Winters west through southern Iran and Iraq. 

WORATION. Arrives in its winter quarters in September, remains till the 
end'of ApriL Autumn passage lasts till November. 

OENERAE HABrrs._ Found singly or in parties of 8 to 10 birds (once 50-}-* 
— SA) flitting restlessly from bush to bush or hopping on the ground 
flicking wings and tail nervously as ^aiactcristic of the genus, springing up 
a half-metre or so now and again to snatch a midge in flycatcher fashion. 
Feeds also in standing crops of cotton, wheat, etc., in stubble frelds, or 
among partially submerged bushes. Commonly observed picking insects off 
the water surface, clinging sideways to reed-stems, reaching dotvn and 
lunging out for them and dcfrly transferring itself to an adjacent stem when 
the perch bends over into the water tvith its weight. 

FOOD. Insects. Identified among stomach contents are weevils and other 
small beetles (Coleoptera), aphids, dipterous and geometrid larvae (Mason 
& Lelroy, 1912). 


• LC. vnth no appreciable yellow or buff hi plumage except on axillaries. 
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VOICE and calls. Call-note a plaintive-sounding tweet or wheet. Song, 
often uttered during spring migration, occasionally in autumn, the well 
known cUff-chag'. . . (chip-chalp-ehalp-clap-cMp — SA) casually indistinguish- 
able from that of nominate eollybita. However, according to H. G. Alexan- 
der, svho made a spedal field study of leaf warblers in India, the call as 
well as song of tristis arc quite distinct. He gives the song as a rapid repe- 
tition of the call-note ehi-oit ela-vet run together by the introductioa of 
a few more musical notes, as originally described by Seebohm. 

BREEDmo. Extralimital. 

Muszuu Diaonosis. See ke>a to the Species and Subspecies. Above, brownuh 
to greyish brown without olive except on the edges of wing, rcctriccs, wing-coverts 
and rump. No yellow in superdlium, eye-ring and cheeks, this being replaced by 
buff Below, sides of breast and flanks buff; bend of wing and under surface of wing 
yellow. 


irEASURIMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(Gum skull) 

ff SdS} 

( 

Weight 4 99 (N£arch-April) 6-5-7'5 g — GD. 21 cr9 (Oct--April) 5-8 
(av. 7) g — SA. I <J’ (November) 9*3; 1 9 7-3 g — ^Payntcr. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1574. 


Tail 

r 43-55 mm 
\ 41-49 mm 
(Williamson, SA) 


1576. Sind dufTcliafr. Pfylloscopus eollybita sindianus Brooks 

Pkylloscopus sindianm Brooks, 1879, Stray Feathers 8t 476 (Sukkur, Sind) 
Baker. FBI No. 855, Vol. 2; 457 

LOCAL NAMES. Chip<hip^ Vtri Hfiv (Kashmir). 

SI7F.. sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1575, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Summer (breeding) visitor: Baltis- 
tan, Gilgit, Ladakh, Rupshu, Lahul and Spitl, from c. 2500 to 4400 m. 
Winters in Pakistan from the Himalayan footh^ (and probably Jammu) 
and Haryana south to Sind {vide H. W. Waite, JBNHS 59: 962). On migra- 
tion through Kashmir. In summer affects willow and poplar groves, 
tamarisks along streams, gardens, orchards and Hippopkae scrub. In ^vinter 
frequents tamarisk and open scrub and babool Jungle. 

^tralimital. Breeds in Tadzhikistan and western Kun Lun range. 
Obtained in winter from Helmand, south Afghan border and Persian 
Baluchistan. 

moRATioN. Noted on passage through Kashmir and the Indus Valley 
in March-April and October-November. Arrives on its breeding grounds 
in early May. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not different from those of tristis (CBT). 

FOOD. Small insects. 

VOICE and calls. Song described as more ‘ tinny’’ and not nearly as 
loud as that of the European Chiffchaff (H. G. Alexander) ; also said to be 
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given -with less vigour and with intervals between notes longer and less 
regular (BBO), Other observers have noted no difference. Song may be 
heard in spring before dcparhire. Call-note given by Brooks as tis^yipf 
different from that oUnstis, but also too-zvil similar to that of occipitalis (1606). 

BREEDING. Sfoson, May to July. J{est, domed, made of fine grass and wc^ 
steim, lined Tvith very fine vegetable do>vn and feathers; similar to that of 
a^^ms but latter lacks the layer of v^ctable down. Usually placed in low 
thorny scrub witlun half a metre from the ground; sometimes in large 
tamamks up to three metres, more rarely in \villows up to c. 4 metres. Also 
built m the cut thorns that are placed on top of piled stone boundary walls 
or buildings in Ladakhi villages (BBO). EggSj normally 4, sometimes 3, 
rarely 5, white marked chiefly at the large end d:c5tnut spots and 

specks. Average size of 140 eggs 15-8 x 12 mm (BBO). 

Museum Diagnosis. * See Key to the Spedcs. Similar to tristis (1575) but with 
hardly any olive cast and generally paler undenting (white or >*cllovdsh white). 

Spring moult (end of January to imd March) involves body plumage, innennost 
secondaries and their coverts, and usually central rcctriccs. Postnuptial moult 
complete in September and October, some later. 

MEASUREMENTS 



'Ving 

BUI 

Tarsus 

TaU 

B'6' 


(from skull) 



57-65 J 

1M3 

19-20 

/ 47-56 mm 

99 

51-62/ 

k 43-52 xnm 


(HW, CBT) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irfs dark brown- Bill: upper mandible b l a ckish 
brown, lower yellowish brown; mouth yellow. Legs and feet s’cry dark brown or 
hlack ; solo ydll^-ish. 

1577. Plain Leaf Warbler, nrgfcrtitf Hume 

Phylloscofms negUctas Hume, 1870, Ibis: 143 (Punjab and Doab) 

Baker. FBI No. 856, Vol. 2: 458 
Plate 86.' fig. 2 

WWAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 ul). 

*ZELD^ CHARACTERS. No wing-baT. AbovCy greyish olive-brown ; a pale 
supocflium. Below, whitish tinged with buff especially on flanlcs. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished by earthy grey colour, ^all size and short tail, the last a 
^i^gaostic character (Alexander), 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTTON and HABITAT. SummcT (breeding) visitor, locally 
Northern Baluchistan (Ziarat, Koh-i-Pusht), N.W.F.P. (Safed 
Koa), Kashmir in the Uddar Valley (Alexander, 1950,^NHS49: 11) and 
perhaps also Ladakh but records not well autiienticated (cf. Ticchurst, 
Affects juniper forest and low bushes between 2000 and 3000 m. 

inters in Pakistan frmn the Himalayan ibothills south throngh Sind 
^d southern Baluchistaru In thH season affects tamarisks, acacias and 
shecshaia (Da/^rrjfe) plantations, especially on damp ground along irriga- 

Extralisdlal. Breeds in eastern Iran north to the KopctDagh,Afgharustan 

*nd Tadzhikistan. ^Vinters in southern Iran and Oxnaxu 


Miy//««cop(0 Mf lactyi 



tSGl Breeding 


Winter 


ICORATION. Spring passage takes place from the end of February to 
April, autumn passage from mid August to October. May be seen commonly 
on the breeding grmmds as late as October. 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical of leaf warblen. Forages in low undergrowth, 
from time to time showing itself on top of bushes. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a sharp ddp and occasionally a double 
chi-ip (Alexander); also describ<Nl as a harsh, rather grating single cfdt or 
chirr not unlike that of Sjlcia curruca and very different from the call of most 
leaf warblers (CBT). Song, a three-note ti-wish-i (Alexander). 

BREEDING. Kdowu Only from one record in Iran. Season, April to June. 
JfTesi, domed, neatly made of grass and well lined with feathers; placed in a 
small, dense bush within a metre from the ground. Eggs, 4, white, unspotted. 
Four eggs measured each 15 X 10*1 mm (^Vithcrby). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species; for det^ of plumage Tic^unt, 
1933, or \Vmiam3on. 1962. 

Prenuptial moult of body-feathers, lesier wing-cmTrts and central r ectr ic e s during 
MardL Qoisplete postnuptial moult in AugusL 

MEASUREMENTS 


tfe? 

99 


Wmg 

49-55\ 
47-51 / 


Bin 

(from skull) 
9-n 


COLOURS OF BAXE.rAXTS. Ixis dark brawn. BOl 
of lower mandible. Lees and feet blackish brown. 


Tarsus 

17-19 


Tail 

f 39-43 mm 
\ 37-42 mm 


. (CBT, HW) 
blackish ebrowa paler at base 
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1 578. Tytler’s Leaf Warbler. Phjrlhseofius tyiUH Brooks 

Phylhscopm lyllm Brooks, 1872, Ibu: 23 (Kashmir and Simla) 

Baker, FBI No. 853, Vol. 2: 455 
Plate 86, fig. 5 

LOCAL KA&tE. Viri tiriv (Kashmir). 

SEE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. No wing-bar. Abovi, oKve, looking duU brown in the 
„ • A well-marked yellowish white supercilium; cheeks and ear-coverts 
yellowish white with dusky mottling. Bthw, yellowish white streaked with 
brighter yellow on throat, breast and belly. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Summer (breeding) visitor. Gilgit 
Hazara and Kashmir (especially common on Pir Panjal range), froni e! 
2400 m to timber-line (c. 3600 m). Chiefly a bird of coniferous forest (blue 


Phylloseapur tytltri 



pine, silver fir); also seen in dwarf willows and birches near tree-line. 
Winter range little known, records very scanty: western Maharashtra in 
Khandala (one specimen — Fairbanks), and Londa (occasionally seen 
January--March — Koelz), and the Nilgiris (2 records, January and March 
Davison). Records from Khandesh, M.P. and U.P. (Etawah) arc of 
passage migrants. Passage recorded also in Kangra, Simla, Almora (Brooks) 
and extreme western Nepal (Fleming & Traylor, 1968). Winter habitat not 
described. 

mORATiON. Passage in northern India takes place in April and in 
September-October. 


*42 SYLVIINAE 

central habits. An unobtrusive leaf warbler searching for food in Ion- 
bushes and undergrowth, chiefly in clearings and along margins of forest 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Song of 4 or 5 notes rendered as U’bimr-di-mi-yn 
(Alexander) and kt’s kiss him, or sometimes svptrslilion (BBO), repeated at 
frequent intervals. Call, a squeaky single note. 

BRMDINO. Season, May to July. PPesI, a small, globular structure of grass 
^ed with feathers, lichen, moss, birch bark and hair, lined with feathers 
Well concealed in a leafy bough of fir, sometimes in the-fork of a pollarded 
tree, at a considerable height above the ground, generally above 6 metres 
and up to c. 9 m. Eggs, normally 4, occasionally 5, wliite, sometimes faintly 
speckled with reddish. Average size of 36 eggs 16 x 12-2 mm (Baker). 

Museuh Diagnosis. See Key to the Species. Bill rather long and narrow, 
shaped like tailor bird’s (Ortholamus). For details of plumage sec Ticehunt, 1938 
or Williamson, 1962. First-svinter birds arc rather yeIIo» er below and greener abme 
than adults. Postnuptial moult complete, mid July to mid September. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Taf , 


(from skull) 



58-63 \ 
53-^0/ 

13-14 

17-18 

/ 42-46 mm 
1 39-43 mm 


(CDT) 

COLOUK5 OF BARS PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill dark brown, yellowish bro^'^» 
at base of lower mandible. Legs and feet greenbh brown to dark brown; soles ^ellon. 

Phylloscopus AFHNis (Ticiccll) 

Key to the Subspecies 


Underparts bright yellow /». a. effinh 

Underparts straw-yellow p. a. arcantu 


1579. Txckclf's Leaf Warbler. Phylloseoptis aj^nts affints (Tickell) 

Afoloiilla ojinis [jiV] Tickell, 1833, Jour. Asiat, Sec. Bengal 2r576 
(Borabhum and Dholbhdm) 

Baker, FBI No. 852, Vol. 2: 454 
Plate 86, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Vtrt tirio (Kashmir) ; Foochi (Manbhum) ; Ani chin (Tibet) ; Daotish 
£abi (Cachari). , 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in,). 

field chajlacters. No wng-bar. Ahove^ dark olivc-brotvn. A prominent 
long, yellow supercilium. Below, almost canary yellow. Sexes alike. 

Combination of uniform olive upperparts and bright yeJlotv' underparts 
serves easily to identify this species. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and habitat. Abundant summer (breeding) 
visitor to the Himalayas: from Gilgit and Hazara east through Sikkim and 
soulheastem Tibet (not recorded in Bhutan in the breeding season). A bird 
of very high altitudes breeding above 2700 m in Nepal, 3300 m in Kashmir 
and up to the limit of scrub growth c. 4800 m in Tibetan facies; optimum 
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zone 3500-4500 m. Affects scrub ot Berbens, willow, juniper, rhododendron, 
Hippophae and Caragana; in Nepal also du'arf bamboo, edges of forest and 
bushes among upland cultivation. Winters from the Himalayan foothills 
(Nepal eastwards) south through the Peninsula to the southernmost hills 



Breeding 

I e^V(i579). 


Winter 

2 suha£inis (RE). 


Mysore, Kerala), cast through Bangladesh, Assam and Manipur; keeps 
0 the hills, from their base to at least 2100 m. In this season frequents scrub 
,nd secondary jungle, and %vcl!-woodcd country. 

Extialimilal. Breeds in eastern Tibet and western Szechuan north to 
Cansu. Winters cast to northwestern Thailand. 

itioRATiON. Found on its summer grounds from April to October and in 
ts winter quarters from November to April (southern India). Abundant in 
he Himalayas at medium elevations during spring migration (March- 
\priJ). Autumn passage mostly in October. 

general habits. Found singly or in pairs in summer. OOcn in loose 
tartics in winter, feeding in low bushes dose to the ground, sometimes 
linging upside down to sprigs and leaves or making short salh'cs into the 
,ir for insects. 

FOOD. Weevils, small beetles, midges and other insects. 

VOICE and calls. Song, given constantly from hushAops in breeding 
eason, a single note rapidly repeated five or six times, precede ^ one or 
wo higher-pitched notes; rendered as pick-pick st-hi cohi wh whs (BBO) or 
•e ddaod (GD). Very similar to that of P. griseoius (1581) but for the 
ingle (sometimes double) note that precedes it; for further iraderinp of 
ong see Diesscihorst, 1968: 271. Song period April to end of July; a hght 


autumn resumpu'on in September. Call-note a feeble sparrow-like chip or 
Isip uttered as it Hicks wings nervously and hops about.' 

BREEDmo. Season, May to August, chiefly June and July. PTesI, a ball of 
grass or sometimes juniper fibre, copiously lined with feathers, the entrance 
near the top; placed in a low Cacagana or suclilikc bush, alien rather con- 
spicuously in its outer rim, some 30 or 60 cm above tlie ground. Eggs, 
normally 4, sometimes 3 or 5, either unspotted white, or while sparsely 
stippled with rusty red espeoally at the large end; bath types may be Pound 
in the same clutch. Average size of 40 eggs i6'2 X 12'3 (BBO); of 10 eggs 
15-2 X 1 1 ’5 mm (Ludlow). Incubation and care ol young by both parents. 
Incubation period undetermined. 

Museum Diaonosd. See Key to the Species; for distinction from oreema see 1580. 
Young, warmer brown above than adult; underparts with a variable amount 
of yellow. Postjuvcnal moult of body-rcatlicrt in August. Prenuptial moult of body- 
feathers in March and April, posUiuptlal moult complete, on or near breeding 
grousdx in August and Septonber. 


UEASimZUZNTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from ikull) 

oS,p 53-63 \ J,_J3 ,g.,3 

o o 51-Cl J 

(CBT, BB, inv^ 

Wright 12 efri* (March-Sept.) 6-3-7*6; 5^9 (Junc-^t.) 6*B-7*7 g (CD). 
COLOURS OP DARE PARTS. Ifis'brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, lower 
yellowish brown (Osmaston) or orangc-ycIIow (SA). Legs and feet yellowWi brown; 
soles yellow. 


Tail 

44-51 mm 
39-40 mm 


1580. BofiTbeUted Leaf Warbler. Phylloscopus affmis ascanus Ripley 
dlcsropus suhoffinis artimi Ripley. 1950, Proc. Biol. Soe. Washington 63: 105 
(Ttkapur, Kailali District, western Nepal) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 86, fiR. 7 
LOCAL HAMK3. Nonc rccofded. 
nzE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1579, q.v. See Museum DLignosu, 

FTAT03, DtSTRiDimoN and HABITAT. Winter visitor. Obtained only iro^n 
: western Nepal tcrai in January and from the central KaiJimJndu 
illey in April (Ripley, loc. dt. supra and JBNHS 49: 400). AlTccti low 

'^^Tr'alimilal. Probably breeds at high elevations (lOOO-Sm m)ta 
ntral Szechuan. Breeding range of the very similar na subajisss eri^ 
It to Fukien; it winters in northern Burma, southern China and no 
dochinese coimirics. 

CEMERAL HABrrs and food. As in 1579. . , . . -,-JrtI- 

votcE and calls. CkiH-note recorded as a smgic 

heck (Schafer). Song (of stiiaffuai) rendered w 

>th song and caU-note probably not diflerent from those ofaf-r- 

BREEDiNO. Unrecorded, .... . mitr ro*’- 

Museum Diaonoso. Diircrs from .#ru in hsvmg the undopsru ps 

ongly tinged with buff. 
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WARBLERS 145 

UZASUUMZKTS 

\\rmg BOl Tan 

(from slcull) 

3 9 9 51-55 12-13 51-54 mm 

(SDR) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris browtL Bill brownish bom, base of lower mandible 
(le3b*co!oured. I.cgs and feet pale brown. 

1581, OHvxceons Z.caif Warbler. PfyUascapus gnsealux Blyfh 

PL{yllostoprwi) griuohis Blyth, 1847, Jotir. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 16: 443 
(banics of the Hoogly Ri\*cr, near Calcutta) 

- Balter, FBI No. 858. Vol. 2: 459 
Plate 86. fig. 8 

LOCAL KASces. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. No tving-bar. AbojXf grey-brown. A conspicuous 
yellow supcrdlium, pale eye-ring and dark streak through eye. Below^ oil- 
yellmv tinged with dusky on breast and Banks. Sexes aUke. 

One of the easiest le^ warblers to identify; rccogmacd also by its trec- 
crecpcr-Iikc climbing habit (q.v,, 1842). 

STATUS, DtsTRiBUTioH and HABITAT. SummcT (breeding) visitor to the 
Pakistan and western Himalayan ranges, locally common. Breeds from 
northern Baluchistan to Chitial, Gilgit, Astor, Baltistan, Ladakh, the 
Zaskar Mts, Lahul and Spiti, from e. 2400 to 4500 m. Affects rocky or stony 
hillsides with a few bushes, desolate scree studded with tufts of grass, juniper 
forest, and willotvs along river beds. Winters in the northern Peninsula from 
Lahore (Ahmad, 1965), Rajasthan and Gujarat through Madhya Pradesh 
to lower Bengal, south to Maharashtra (Mahableshwar) and Andhra 
Pradesh (Nelipaka and Asifabad) ; in the hills up to at least 1000 m. In this 
season affects rocky coimtry, steep sides of rocky ravines and deciduous 
forest. On passage through Pakistan and northwestern India from Chagai 
to central Nepal (Biswas, 1968, JBNHS 65; 783) and the plains of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

Extralimtcl, Breeds also in Afghamstan and north to the Altai. 

MicRATiOH. Passage takes place from August to October and in March- 
April. Recorded on its breeding grounds from May to September. 

CEKERAL HABITS. Foimd Singly or in pairs; on migration often in twos 
and threes. Usually keeps near the ground in low herbage and scrub, 
clambering over'stones and boulders, rock outcrops and scarps, and in its 
winter quarters commonly on walls of ancient forts, archaeological ruins,, etc. 
Often seen running up trunks of large trees in sideway and zigzag hops VtV-f> 
a tree creeper (Certhxa) or scuttling around and along horizontal bran^a . 
like a nutlutch (S'ifte) in search of insects, with a constant ftlcHng of the 
wings. 

FOOD. Insects — weevils, small beetles, larvae, etc, 

VOICE and calls. A hard, finch-like pick or quit while foraging. Song 
rimilar to that of/uli^ventcr; also recalls song of but lacks the angle 
or double introductory note, ^ 
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BRZEDiNO. Season, chiefly June-July. AVif, a bail of grass or jinupcr fibre 
copiously lined with feathers, placed in low bushes, herbage or nettles 
usually within r. 60 cm from the ground. Eggs, normally 4, w'hite spotted 
with dull red, mostly in a broad zone around the large end. Average rizc of 
19 eggs 16*7 X 12'5 mm (Baker). 

Mmzuu DiACKosn, Sec Key to the Spedes; for details of plumage Tjcchurst, 
1938, or wnUamsoh, 1962. 

Young, like adult but warmer brown above, less bright yellow bdow. Post- 
jtivcnal moult of body-feathers. Prenuptial moult of body-feathers in February 
and March. Postnuptial moult complete from July to September. 

MZASURZMEKTS 

\Vmg BUI Tarsus 

(from skull) 

Weight 6 £? 9 7-9 (av. 7*6) g — SA. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris btown. Bill : upper mandible brown, lower y^ow. 
I.egs and feet >x!Iowish brown; claws brown; soles yellow. 

PRYLLOSCOPUS ITJUGIVENTEJl (HodgSOn) 

Key to Uie Svbepecies 


Underparts greenish yellow P, /, Julighenier 

Underparts grey. .P . dbetomts 


1 582. Smoky Leaf Warbler* Pfylloscopus Jidigictnlerfuligwentcr (Hodgson) 

//.{enmtti)? fuUgitenUr Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 31 (Nepal). 

Baker, FBI No. 859, Vol. 2 : 460 
Plate 86, fig. 12 

LOCAL MASOS. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c, 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. No wing-bat. Above, very dark oUvc-b^o^vn; a long, 
g r i-tnUh yellow supcTcilium. Below, dull greenish yellow (or dusky oil-grcen). 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRJBtmoH and HABITAT. Altitudinal migrant Breeds from 
3600 to over 4300 m in Bhutan, Sikkim and w«t probably to central Nepal 
(Desfayes, sight record, Gosainkund 4300 m, 18 June; sec also Diesselhorst, 
1968; 273 for another sight record near (Jokyo north of Namchc Bazar at 
nearly 5000 m). Frequents low scrub above timber-line and boulder- 
strewn alpine meadows. Winters from the western Nepal tcrai (Rand & 
Fleming, 1957) and duns (Proud, JBNHS 58: 277) cast through the Sikkim, 
Bhutan and ^unachal foothills, northern Bengal and Assam in the plains 
of the Brahmaputra south to Cadiar. In this season very partial to pttmmity 
of water; frequents dense bushes, grass and sedges along banks of water- 
courses, both small streams and large slow-flowing rivers. 

jflORATioM. Noted on its breeding grounds from June to September. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps singly Or iu pairs, on or near the ground in low 
scrub, or clambering about among lar^ boulders in search of food. In 


T«l 

149-52 mm 
\ 50-53 mm 
(HW, SA) ‘ 
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v^lcr kec|K close to ^vatc^, coming out freely on to little islets, stones or 
pieces of ^ft^vood. Often flutters out over water catching insects, hovering 
momentarily above the surface as it docs so (Proud), 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and galls. Song, a monotonous repetition of a single note 
UU-UU’lslUlslUUli or sometimes an almost disyllabic isuli . , . etc. given five 
or rix times (Desfayes). Gall-note chX. chi constantly uttered (Proud). 
breediko. Unknown. 

Museum Diacnosq. See Key to the Species. Differs rromft^rlenur by the greenish 
yellow underparts (r. grey). 

MZASUREKETm 


AVing Bill Tarsus Tafl 

(from skull) 

tf? 51-6! 12-14 19-22 40-50 mm 

(Williamson) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis browo. BUI; uppcT mandlblc black, lower brown, 
yellowish at base. I-egs and feet brownish black, dark brown or greenish brown. 


1583. '^bctasi Smoky Leaf WaTbler* PfyUoscopus fvlig^vaiUr dheterms 
Ticchum 

Pf^lbs»pas Ticchurst, 1937, Bull. BriL Om. Q. 57: 109 

(Bombi La, Tiari, S. Tibet) 

Not tn Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAME. CkmUb^tok (* lop^of-thc-thumb-siic bird * —Tibetan). 

size. Spanow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1582 but underparts grey with little or no 
■^xUow. 

STATUS, DtSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Altitudinal migrant. Bre e ds in 
southeastern Tibet on the northern slopes of the main range from e. 3900 m 
to 4500 m, in the scrub zone and screes above timber-line, ^^frnlcrs in the 
Arunachal fbothiUs and adjacent plains, in same habitat onjidigioenler. 

Extrciamtal, Breeds on the ranges on both sides of the Tsangpo river 
cast to Sanga Cho (cf. WilHamson, 1962: 48), 

GENERAL HABTTS and TOOD. As in 1582. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note likened to that of Iroglot^us (Ludlow). 
Both call and song probably not different from those oTjklighenter. 

BREEDING. Unknown. 

hivsxw Diagnosis. See Key to the Speries. AbiJve, dark sooty brown 
/■fifbeaXrr. different shades of grey, imially Uddng any ydlow. Superdlhnn 

greyish white (c. gre em sh ^•dlow). 

MEASUREMEJm 



Wmg 

BDI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

o’ 

59 

13 

21 

50 mm 

p 

57 

-7- . 

— 

46 znm 


(CBT, NBK) 

ooiDURs OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. BUI nearly Uadc, ydlowuh at ckjc. Leari 
and fcet dark brown. 
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Psylloscopus fuscatus (Blyth) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A Palest; rear part of supercilium fulvous P.f.fuicattu 149 

B Darker; whole supcrcilium and underparts greyish while.. P.y’.irogtfWi* 148 
G Darkest; imdcrparts more ochraccous buff. .P. f. manat 148 


1584. Saeebujus Dusky Leaf Warbler* Pfylhscojms fuscatus weigoldi 
Stresemann 

Phjlhsafas todgoldi Stresemann, 1924, Abh. u. Ber. Mus. f. Ticrk, u. Volkcrk., 
Dresden 16: 10 (Dsdiicsong, near Tatsicnlu, SE, Cbwanben) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL KAUE5. Nooc rccordcd. 

SCE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1586, q.v. See Museum Diagnoris. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBirnoN and habitat. Winter visitor. The Himalayan 
foothills and adjacent plains, from eastern Nepal (Fleming & Traylor, 1968) 
cast through Arunachal Pradesh. Habitat as in 1586. 

Extralisjntcl. Breeds above timber-line in western Szechuan and Tsinghai. 
• HicRATiOK, Passage recorded in southeastern Tibet and eas t e r n Bhutan 
in September and October, 

GENERAL HABm, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1586. 

Museum Diagnosis. ISkz fuscatus but darker; supereflium, cheda and under- 
parts greyish white, but subspedcs of winter birds not always easy to asrign. 
measurements 

Wing BUI Tarsus 

(&om skull) 

>2-1^ 21-23 

9 9 53-60 J 

(G 

COLOURS OF BARB PARTS, BtU (cxccpt basc of lowcT m a n d ib le), legs and feet 
said to be nearly black. Probably not different from 1585. 


Taft 


C 48-56 mm 
V 42-49 mm 
BT, Vrilliamson.) 


1585. Masipar Diu^ Leaf Warbler* Pf^Uoscopus Jkscatas mariae 
Ripley 

PfyUostopoJuseeiu mariae Ripley, 1951, PortUla, Yale' Peabody Mas., No. 6: 5 
(Moirang, Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 860 (part). VoL 2; 461 

LOCAL KAices. None recor d ed. 

sTTFi- Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in,). 

FIELD CHASACTEW. As in 1586, q.v.' Sec Muscom Diagnoss. 
rTATUs, DBiRiBtTnoN aud HABITAT- Wmtcr visitor to- Manipur (whence 
described) and the Andaman Islands (Abdulali, JBNHS 61 : 562). Affects 
low bushes and long grass xa swampy areas, often near caldvatioa.- 



548 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 8; 149-152 



Breeding Winter (all subspecies) 

xfusmtus (1586). 2 aeigetdi (1584). 3 tiiebma (1583). ifulipvenUr (158a). 
OEKERAL HAsm, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1586. 

Muse™ Diacnosb. Lite fmtalm but darter; cheeis, flants, undcnraiff and 
under tail^ioverts more ochraceous buff. 

SIEASUREMENTa 

Wing Tail 

3 d’tf 57-63 50-55 mm 

^ 9 57 43 tom 

(SDR) 

WeightZ (October) 7, 8-5 g — SDR. 

MLOURS Of BARE p^Ts. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible brown, dart brown 
or blact; lower mandible brown, yellowisb brown or yellowish bom, yellow at base. 
Legs and feet brownish yellow, light hrovm or greenish brown; soles ydlow. 

1586. Siberian Dnsky I:.eaf Warbler. Pkflloscopus fuscatus ftiscalus (Blyth) 

PhfUoPnmufasccta Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asian Soc. Bengal 11:113 
(neighbourhood of Calcutta) 

PhylbSmaiste homeyiri Dybowski, 1883, Bull. Soc. Zool. France: 358 
(Tigil, Kamtcbatta Peninsula) 

Om{mmslefuuala altmca Sushtin, 1925, Distrib. Bds. Russian Altai: 73-4 

(south slopes of Sailugbcm Range, Altai) < 

Baker, FBI Nos. 860 (part) and 861, Vol. 2: 461-2 
' Plate 86. fig. 11 

loCAL NAME. Focchi (Manbhum). 
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SIZE. Sparrow - ; length c. 10 cm. (4 in.). 

STATUS, DISTfUBirnON and habitat Wmf^ 

From AeHim^ymi foothills (u?to‘r. 1400 m in 

^ough Uttar Ihadesh, Bangladesh and Assam; also Andaman Is Affects 

^ wd scrub jungle, low bushes and long gross around pools, and 

and standing crops m damp areas. “ urogc 

Exlralimm. in northeni China and southeastern Siberia • srintrr. 

also in southern Chma and the Indochinese counteies. ‘ ' 

Bhma^^“g ■ Tibet and eastern 

or ^y M? “ Etounds tfll Apfl 

OENEi^ imits. Forages in low bushes or on the ground, usually sinclv 
incessantly flicking Wings and tail. ^ 

FOOD. Imects. Stonmeh contents showed weevils and other small beetles 
(Cbieoptero), geometnd, pyrah'd and lepidoplerous larvae; also some 
vegetable matter and Fiau and weed seeds (Mason & Lefroy, 1912). 

VOICE ™d c^. A single chuck or Uk like Lesser kVhitethroat’s but 
softer, and a soft ch-chree. *A sharp clicking note ’ (Osmaston). 

Mmauv DurexOSB. See Key to the Species. Differs from tecigMi in being paler 
and havmg the cheeks and supercilium behind eye fulrous. 



keasuremekts 


6 ' 6' 
99 



Wing, X e. 1 



Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

TaU 


(from skull) 



58-10 \ 
53-61 / 

12-13 

20-22 

f 46-59 nun 
L43^I mm 


(IVilllamson, Hartcrt) 

Weight 3 (PeP (April) 9-10-2; 4 9 9 (April) 8-8-5 g — Paj-nler. 2 00? 9. 
10 g (BB). 

coZrOuas Of bar£ parts. Iris brown. Bills upper niandible and Up of 
brown, remainder yellow. laCgs and feet yellowish brown. 

Phyixoscopus pulcher Blyth 

Key to the Snbspedes 

More yellowish olive above ,/*./. koJigrat 

I^arker; less yellowish more olive above ?. p.pvlehtr 
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1587. Western Orangebarred Leaf Warbler. Phylhscopus pulcher kangteu 
Ticehurst 

Phylloscopus pulcher kangrae Ticehurst. 1923, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 44: 29 (Simla) 
Baker, FBI No. 865, Vol. 2: 465 
ixtCAi. NAU£S. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in ]S89, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunOtV and habitat. Altitudinal migrant, common. 
Breeds in the tvestem Himalayas from KishtNvar and Zaskar to Garhwal 



Distributional ranges 


(1587). 


t (15B9). 


and Kumaon, between 2800 and 3900 m, optimum zone 3000-3600 m. 
Winten (October to March) between 1000 and at least 2100 m, cast to 
western Nepal. In summer affects birch and mixed conifer-rhododendron 
forest; in winter forest of oak. Hex, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1589. 

BREEDiKO. Season^ mainly June and July. }(esl, a ball of green moss, grass, 
lichen and strips of birch bark copiously lined with feathen. Placed in the 
outer branches of a conifer, in dense bushes or against trunks of trees, some 
60 cm to four metres above the gttiund. Hggr, normally 4, white Nvilh reddish 
brotvn blotches and specks, mostly at the large end, sometimes forming a 
\vcll-dcfined ring. Average size of 16 eggs 14*9 X 1 1 *4 mm (Baker). 

Museum DiACNOsn. See Key to the Spcdcs. Differs from the nominate race 
(1589) in being more yellowish oli\T abo\’e; head not so dark; underparts paler 
and purer yello>v; grey suffusion on breast reduced. 

MEASUREilEWS md COLOURS OF PARE PARTS, As io 1589. 
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1588, 1589. Eastern Orangebarred Lcdf Warbler, PhjUoseopus pulcher 
pulcher 


Ph.iylloscopus) pulcher "BlyHi, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 592 
(Nepal, restricted to Nepal Valley by Biswas, 1962, JBNHS 59: 413; cf. also 414) 
PhyUascopvs erochroa Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Bds. Nepal: 66, 152 
(Nepal, restricted to Chandragiri Pass, central Nepal Valley, 
by Ripley, 1950, JBNHS 49.' 401) 

Plylloscopus pulcher pemix Koclz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploraiion, No. 1 : 16 
(Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 864, Vol. 2: 464 


Plate 86, fig. 14 


LOCAL NAXiES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — • ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. T>vo orangc-ycUo^v ^ving-bars, lower very promin- 
ent. 'Above, olive; crown sooty oU\’c with an indistinct median stripe and a 
prominent yellow supercilium extending to nape. Rump pale yellow. Inner 
webs of outer rcctriccs white. Below, pale yellow suffased wih grey on 
breast. Sexes alike. . 

One of the most easily identified leaf svarblcrs. Orange double wing-bar 
and white in tail very noticeable in the field, the latter particularly in 

flight. .... T* 

STATUS, DisTRiDUTJON and HABITAT. Altitudinal migrant, common. From 
western Nepal (where intergrading with kemfrae) cast through Daijceling, 
Sikkim, Bhutan and Anmachal Pradesh, thence south through Nagaland and 
Manipur to the KJiasi, Garo and Mizo hills (K.ocIz, loc. cit. supra). In the 
Himalayas breeds between 3000 and 4300 m, optimum zone 3800-4100 m. 
Altitudinal distribution and status unknown south of the Brahmaputra (on 
Mt Victoria, Heinrich foimd it common between 2400 and 28(X) m, but the 
birds disappeared after 1 0 May; nest foimd in the Chin Hills at e, 1800 m). In 
the breeding season affects mixed conifer, rhododendron and birch fomt, 
and also dss'arf jumpcc, rhododendron or other scrub above trtc^liuc. 
Winters (October to hlarcli) bctv.'ccn 500 and 2800 m, its movements then 
influenced by weather conditions. At tins season frequents oaks and otiict 


dense forest. 

Extralimital. Extends through the mountains of western China to Kansu. 
mcRATioN. Moves to higher altitudes at the end of h^rch and first 
week of April but docs not appear to start breeding until mid June. 

GENERAL HABITS. Mofc arborcal than other leaf warblers, cspcciafl) 
In winter when it oflen keeps with the itinerant hunting parties of small 
insectivorous birds high up in die canopy foliage of trees. 

FOOD. Insects. Obsciv^ drinking sap of oak (Qy^nu) — Proud. ^ ^ 
VOICE and calls. Song said by 5c%'cr3l obscrv'crs (Proud, nemncJi, 
Schafer) to be reminiscent of song oT ?. riHletn* bul much slower and 
shorter; a very thin and high twitter preceded b>% or ending with, a gag- 
drawn high-pitched trill increasing in depth of tone and 
period: end of Fcbmary till end ofjune (Proud). Call-note, a high-ptte^ 
Uip or twUk constantly repeated, sometimes quickly run together, soundi. ^ 
like the ^vjller of a flowcrpcckcr {Diearwn), 
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WARBLERS 153 

SREEDiNC. Ax in 1587. This and several other leaf ^va^ble^s commonly 
brood-parasitized by Cuadus poUocephalus and other cuckoos. 

Musexjh DiACNosn. See Key to the Spedes. Young, ^to«,sb'ghtIy browner, 
less oIi\*e than adult; BeleWt duller and greyer. Postjuvcnal moult of body-feathers, 
August to October. Prenuptial moult of body-feathers, mid February to mid April. 
Tcatauptia} moult complete:, July to August. 

iOASVttXXESTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(irom skizU) 

d-c? 53^1 

V9 52-63/ 

(BB, CBT, Rand & Fleming) 

Weight 10 (June-July) 6*6-7*2;3 99 (June-July) 5‘4-6g — GD.3 
(July) 6 - 8 - 8 *l; 2 (J'a’ (December) 7-1, 7*4; 4 9 9 (December) 6 - 2-7 g — RAP. 

COLOURS OF BARE PART?. Ifis dark bfown. BDU upper mandible black; lower 
mandible dark homy, ydIo>s^ on base, gape and sides. Legs, feet and daws brown ; 
soles dull yellow. 

Phylloscopus jxornatus (Blyth) 

Key to die Subspedes 


Page 

A Head pattern well-marked p, uhsmei 153 

B Head pattern very laint 

1 Wing-bars and supCTciJium jellow. ....P. i.twmcftif 156 

2 Wing-bars and supcrdlium bufiish white P. {, Konddlii 155 


1 590. Home’s VcUo wbrowed Leaf Warbler, VlgUoicopus momatus hxmex 
(Brooks) 

Regalaides hnnn Brooks, 1878, Stray Feathers 7: 131 (Northwest India) 
Baker, FBI No. 870, Voh 2; 469 

LOCAL KAVZ3. Hn /biff (Kashmir); FoflcAi (Alaobhum). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.), 

nu^ CHARACTERS. Two wing-bais, upper usually less clear cut Jborr, 
greo^h olive; faint coronal bands, prominent pale ycUowislv supcrdlium 
eye-ring. BelaWj whitish more or less tinged vdth yellow. Sexes alike. 

(Combination of whitish supcrdlium, double wing-bar, faint coronal 
bands and absence of white in the relatively short tail identifies this spedes. 

^^ATus, DUTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Common summer (breeding) 
visitor to the wcsicni Himalayas from N.W.F.P. cast through GUgit, Astor, 
Hazara and Kashmir to Garhwal, from c. 2100 to 3600 m, optimum zone 
2700-3000 m. IVintcrs from e. 1400 m downwards and in the plains of 
northern Pakisian and peninsular India south to Bclgaum, Hyderabad 
and An^tagiri (doubtfully south to Ndlore); cast through Nepal tcrai and 
lower hills of Sikkim and Bangladesh to the Brahmaputra-Ganges. In 
summer affects glades in mixed or coniferous forest, and birch forest above 
the conifer zone. In winter haunts gardens, orchids and diy-dedduous 
forest. 


154 

Pfiyfloscoput fnomfftia 



Breeding EISB Winter 

I hPM (1590)- * tnomatus (159^)- 3 rmndeUii (*591). 


Extrolimlcl. Breeds also in adjacent parts of Afghanistan and north 
through the Turkestan ranges to the Altai. The nominate race extends from 
Lake Baikal to the northern Urals, Anadyr and the Ussuri region, P. 1. 
rumdellii breeds in the ranges of western China. 

MIGRATION, spring passage takes place from March till the middle of 
May, some birds already showing up on their breeding ground in the last 
week of March, where thc^» may be seen till October. Autumn nugratioa in 
September and October. Young birds may start driftii^ down in August, 
Recorded in the Peninsula from October to April. 

CENERAE HABITS. Fofagcs high Up £n trees as well as in low hushes. May 
be seen fluttering against the bark of a tree or even descending to the ground. 

Eooo. Insects. Among stomach contents were found blattids and small 
beetles, ants [PMdr>U tnaJinst) and spiders (Mason & I/cfroy, 1912). 

VOICE and calls. A sharp . fiirly long double tiss-yip (Alexander) 
uttered as a call-note or alarm-note; also rendered as cinlip or tiu4ip (SA) 
and as Uhzout, or te-uv-u/, in one note (Whistler). Song, not described from 
the Himalayas, a brief and buzzing ril-rfl-zzHi (Sushkin). Sec also 1591. 

BREEDING. Season^ end of May to July. Akrl, a ball of grass and moss 
lined %rith finer grass, hair and, occasion^y, a few fcathcR, with entrance 
on the side. Placed on the ground, on steep slopes or banks among ferns or 
at the foot of a small bush or tree. £gST, normally 4, sometimes >5, white 
spotted with reddish brown, hardly distinguishable from those of proregtdus 
(1594). Average size of 100 eggs 14*6 X 11*4 mm (Baker), Brood- 
parasitized by Cuculus poUocepkalus. 


TaB 

f4<V-45 mm 
\37-42 mm 
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Klvssuu Diagnosis. See kej-s to the Species and Subspecies. Differs from the 
nominate race (1592) in having the upperparts and edges of vsing and rcctriccs 
duller, more grc>ish olive, giving a mealy appearance; yellow of head, vmderparts 
and wing-bars replaced b>’ buBish white. 

Postnuptial moult complete from August to November, either on breeding grounds 
or aflcr arrival in winter quarters. Prenuptial moult of body-feathers in March- 
April. 

MEA?URESffi.»rrS 


Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

51-61 \ 

10-12 

a 

/ ,38-45 

51-60 J 

17-19 

\ 37-43 


(BB, HW) 

Weight 15 ri’r?’ (November to January) 5‘3-7*I;2 9 9 (January) 5*8,6; 1 
(March) 7 g — RAP.2 d'd’ (October) 6-2, 7*2; 1 9 (October) 6*2 g — GD. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible verj’ dark homy, 
lower mandible fleshy or light brown with dark homy tip. (* It is the only Phjlloinfnu 
with a dark tip to the lower mandible ' — H. G. Alexander,] Legs homy to dark 
homy; feel and claws homy to pale homy; soles yellowish white (BB). 


1591. MandelH’s Yellowbrowed Leaf Warbler. Pkyllosccpus inomabu 

mandellli (Brooks) 

Rt^otdtt McndtlUi Brooks, 1879, Stray Feathers 8: 389 (Slkhim) 

Baker, FBI No. 871 (part), Vol. 2: 470 

Loa\L NAME. DaoHdia kora (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1590, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATcs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. WmtcT visitoT. Fiom the Himalayan 
foothills cast of Sikkim, south through Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and 
Bangladesh; in the hills up to c. 2880 m. Summer visitor to southeastern Tibet 
(Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 2(X) and 1951 : 563) and probably rise ranges of Aruoa- 
chal Pradesh from 2800 m up. Breeding recorded by Baker (JBNHS 9: 17, 
1894) on a peak above Hungrum, North Cachar. In summer affects mixed 
coniferous and scrub forest. 'Winter habiut as in 1592. 

ExiraliraUd, Breeds in the mountains orWestem China. kVInters cast to 
northern Burma. 

migration. Spring passage recorded in southeastern Tibet in April, 
autumn passage in September. 

CENTRAL HABITS and foOD, As in 1590 . 

troiCE and calls. A sparrow-like chirp dfthzip and a pipit-Hke tsipp 
tsipp (Schafer). Song rendered by the same as mixed with trills. Sec 

1592. 

RREEDiNc. Probably as in 1592. A nest reported by Baker (JBNHS 
9: 17) at the end of March was a ball of moss lined with a little grass and 
rootlets; it was said to have been wedged between, some stones on a steep 
ffioo)* hank (this situation often recordeti for vmstsu). The three ^gs were 
white with numerous freckles and spots of bright reddish. They measured 
15*5 X 10*9. 15*2 X 10*6 and 15*2 X 10-9 mm (Baker). 
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jMuscusf Diagnosis. See keys to the Species and Subspecies. Differs from wwr- 
futus in having the upperparts darker and browner, except for greenish rump. 
Dark coronal bands and pale median stripe faintly indicated. Supcrdlium and 
underparts dirty ycllov\Tsh white; centre of belly more yellowish. Upper wing-bar 
and pale edges to tertials less distincL 

MEASURENZNTS and COLOURS OF BAKE PARTS. As in 1592. 

Weight (winter) 4*5-6 g (SDR). 

1592. Siberian YcUowbrowed Leaf Warbler. Phjlhscopits tnomatus 
inoTTwius (Blyth) 

Jtcgulas irjTMftuBly-lh. 1B42, Jour. Asiat. Sixa Bengal 11: 191 (Daijedingl 

Pl^lhsnjm hanii frramium Mathevs-s Sc Iredalc, 1915, Ausi. Av. Rec. 3: 44. 
new* name for Motocilla supernliosa Boddaert, 1783 
Bater, FBI Ko. 871 (pan), Vol. 2: 470 
Plate 86, fig. 10 

LocAt .SAME. Dcolishe hmi (Cachari). 

SEE. Span-ow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTiERs. As ill 1590, <|.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBU*nojt and HABETAT. Winter visitor. The east Himalayan 
foothills from c. 1500 m dosvnwards, west to central Nepal (Proud, JBNHS 
53: 63) and south through Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and Bangladesh. 
Affects scrub, gardens, groves and open forest. 

Extralimtai. Breeds in Siberia, winters in the Indochinese countries, 
southern China and Formosa. 

snGRA*nos. Arrives in its winter quarters in October, leaves in April. 

CEAXRAE HABtTS and FOOD. As in 1590. 

VOICE and^ calls. Contrary to what has been repeatedly stated in the 
literature, this subspecies also utters the disyllabic liss-jip recorded (or himti-, 
variously rradered as tjis-jipp (Wdgold), fyu-i (Kozlova) or ehei-iae (Proud). 
However, mmnSas seems to have, in addition to the ifeyllabic call, a note 
given as irferi (Proud), vxtst (S.A), r£r( (Portenko), or also a shrill few/ 
(Brooks). A call which is probably the same as the latter is recorded by two 
obseivm as a pipit-Uke hitsl-iicst (Welgold) or Uipp tsipp (Schafer, for 
mandeUS). Also a si-si while in Eunily parties. Song poor and feeble, rendered 
“ le szsz suit or sckdi djedijid rising and falling in tone (Weigold) and 
U lx Is bit zi</di ending in a peculiar buzzing sound (Ivanov). 

MosEUst DlACifOSts. See Key to thcSpecics. Fcrdctails ofpIu^^agesscc3\aIliaTO• 
so^, 1962: 16; For dtjrinction from fenri and i-xszdxUn see 1590 and 1591 and Kc)* 
to the Subspecies, Postnuptial moult complete on breeding ground, late July to 
August, A moult orbody4ealhcrs only during March. 

SCZASCazvIXTS 

IVing Bai Tarsus , TaU 

(from skull) 

d'd' 55-61 \ /40-44 mm 

V9 51-57/ n-I8 1.36-41 mm 

{CBT) 

Wrigbt (winter) 5-7 g (SDR). 6 9 COct,-Nov.> 5-8 g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris haTel . EOl brown, base of lower mandible yellowish 
flesh. Legs and feet obve-brown; soles ytBcrw. 
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1593. Brooks’s W WarWrr. Phyllo, copus subviridis (Brooks) 
Rcguhidcs subaridls Bcoois, 1872, Proc. Asiat. Soc. Bengal: 148 
(Etawah, U.P.) 

Baker, FBI No. 869, Vol. 2: 468 
Plate 86, fiF. 9 

LOCAL NAUES. Nonc recorded. ' 

SIZE. Sparrow - ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD Ctt^CTERS. Two yellowish white wing-bars, lower nrominont 
upper indisDnct. Aim, yellotvish oUve, head and cheeks appearing^yeU^h ’• 

“n"' coronal str^e yeUmvish^m 

indistmct, rump yelloivish. Below, dull yellowish white. Sexes Like 
STATUS DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Summer (breeding) visitor to 

D^r-l Gilgit (Astor,NuIm; Valley" M° 

DMbam) and N-W.F.P. (Kagan Valley, Byan Khel, Hariab Valley, Saftd 
oh), from c- 2100 to 3600 m. Winters at lower elevations (c.^800 m 
T aL r /e Multan (SW. of 

and Fatehgarh, U.P. Affects comferous forest in summer; bushes ohVe 
groves and thorny kikar [Acacia^ trees in winter. * - 

Extralimilal. Breeds also in adjacent parts of Afghanistan and in Turkes- 
tan probably north to Kara-Kul Lake and Fergana Range (Dementiev) 
MIGRATION. Arrives on summer grounds at the end of Mareh, leav^’in 
September and early October. In winter quarters from September to 
March, reaching its peak numbers in early November. 

I BAnrre. Little recorded. Appears to haunt trees more than 

bushes. Usually singly or in pairs; in winter also in mixed parties 
FOOD, Insects. 

Call-note a distinct chw^ (Whitehead) or twee-ut 
(TOistler) fairly sharp, almost double but running into one, much flatter 
than the call of P. memato, the second half of the note lower than the first 
LMraander, m hit.) ; it is also quite distinct from the sfight, single note of 
P. Proregultts. Song, shrill and weak, consisting of a series of single notes 
followed by a reel thus : wet wet wet wee! whir-r-r-r-r-r (Whistler) or pi-pi-biar- 
a-Z-Z with some variations (Whitehead). Song begins in March before 
departure. 

BMEDINO. Little known. *aro«. May to July. Nest, a ball of coarse grass 
lined with fine grass or goats’ hair, placed on the ground, on a sloping bank. 

4, white With reddish spots and speckles. Average size 13*7 x 12‘7mm 
(Whitehead). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species. Considered by some authors to he 
conspecific with P. inornatus. 

Postnuptial moult probably completed on breeding grounds. Moult of body- 
feathers in February or later. Upperparts arc more olive, less yellow in late winter 
and spring. 

MEASUREMENTS 

'Ving Bill Tarsus TaU 

(from skull) 

-*^2 10-12 16-ia 37-47 mm 

(WiUjianuoo] 

Weight (April-July) 6 cTd* 5-6; -2 9 9 5, 5 g — PaJudan, Afghanistan. 
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CXILOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brosrn. Bill dark blown 
mandible pale yellow. Legs and feet dark brosin. . 


abase, base of loatr 


Phvlloscopus proregulus (Pallas) 
K.y to the Subspecses 


A Underparts dull while tinged with ycllosv, 
B Underparts ycUow 

1 Paler above 

2 Darker abo\T5 


. .P. /. simlctnris 

■P. p. chhrcnctvs 
» . ..P. p. rexctcr.i 


Psjc 

153 

IM 

J60 


1594. WeBtem Pallas’s Leaf Warbler. Phyltoscopus proregulus Moeudr 
Ticchurst 

Phjrlbscopus proregtiUts simhfnm Ticchurst, 1920, Bull. Bril. Orn. Cl. 41 ‘ 55 
(Simla) 

Baker, FBI No. 868, Vol. 2: 467 * 

Plate 86, fig. 15 ’ 

LOCAL NASiE. Fifi iiriv (Kashmir), 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 9 cm (3J iii.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Tsvo ycliosv wing-ban. Above, olive-green. A dusky 
o)fve coronal band on cither side of a prominent pale yellow median stripe 
A long conspicuous yellow supercilium and a dark streak through cs-e A 
prominent pale yellow rump-band. Below, dull svhite tinged ssTth ycliw 
Sexes alike. 

"ne yellow rump distinguishes it from all but pukher and maculipnrjr, 
both of which have white in tail. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Altitudinal migrant, common. 
Breeds in the svestem Himalayas from N.W.F.P. to west central Nepal 
between 2200 and 3300 m, optimum zone 2700-3000 m. Winters from’ 
c. 2000 m down to the foothills (360 m in Kangra, 300 m in Nepal) 
optimum zone 1200-1800 m. Obtained in winter in Gilgit. In summer 
affects principally forests of fir, pine, deodar and also mixed conifers and 
birch, iharshu oak (Qiurms semeearpifolia) and rhododendron. In swnler 
frequents woods and bush-covered hillsides. 

Extralimilal. The species breeds in southern Siberia from the Russian 
Mtai to Sakhalin Island and in the mountains of svestem China. Wlnten 
in the Indochinese countries and southern China. 

MJORATION. Occurs bcIow e. 2000 m from October to March. Leisurely 
ascent to breeding grounds takes place from end of March through April. 

GENERAL HABITS. Generally keeps high up in trees but occasionally also 
hunts in undergrowth; usually singly or in pairs, in srfntcr often in mixed 
foraging parties of tits, tree creepers and other small birds. Exceedingly 
active and restless. Easily identified from its habit of fluttering and hovering 
in front of sprigs to pick off insects in the manner of a goldcrcst, when the 
bright yellow rump shows up prominently. 

• FOOD. Insects and their larvae. 

VOICE and OAua. Alarm, a tsvittering note. Call-note, a sharp tsip 
(Bates and others). Also a plaintive twee near the nest, and a flat eH-aet 
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Phyltoscopus proregulus 



Breeding F-vS'i Winter 

s proregulus (RE) a uewfoni (1596J. 3 ebimnolus (1595). 4 simlaensis (1594). 


(Alexander). Song, a short twittering phrase and a faint shivering sibilant 
note (Brooks). 

BREEDINO. Season, May to July. Nest, a neat ball tvith lateral entrance, 
of moss, Hchen and a few strands of grass or some pine needles, lined with 
feathers. Usually placed in the outer branches of a conifer behveen two and 
fifteen metres, mostly betsveen three and six, above the ground. Eggs, 
normally 4, rarely 5 or 3, white with numerous reddish blotches and dots, 
mostly at the large end. Average size of 100 eggs 14*1 X 10’9 mm (Baker). 
Frequently brood-parasitized by Cuculus saturatus. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species. Brighter above, more yellowish 
green, than other races; underpays paler yellow than in ehloronotus. 

MEASUREMENTS. As in 1595. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible black, lower 
yellow, yellowish or broivn; mouth yellow. Legs and feet brown or fleshy brown; 
soles yellow (Abbott). 

1595. Nepal Pallas’a Leaf Warbler. Pf^Uoscopus proregulus ehloronotus 
(Gray) 

Ahromis ehlormotus Gray, 1846, Cat. Msmnu. Bds. Nepal: 66, 152 
(Nepal, ratricted to Katmandu Valley by Ripley, JBNHS 49: 101) 

Baler, FBI No. 866 (part), Vol. 2; 466 

local names. None recorded. 

stzE. Sparrow — ; length f. 9 cm (3J in.). 
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HEUj CHARACTERS. As in 1594, q.v. Sec Mwcum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. AJtitudinal migrant, common. 
Breeds in central and eastern Nepal between c, 2700 and 4200 m. Winters 
(end of October to mid April) from e. 2000 m down to the foothills. In the 
breeding season affects chiefly coniferous forest mixed with btrrh, rhodo- 
dendron or oak, sometimes cither of the preceding in pure stands. In winter 
frequents woods and jungle-covered hillsides. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1594. 

VOICE and calls. See 1594 and 1596. A frequent call is given as 
wls-wts-ivis (GD). Has a feeble but pleasing tinkling song. Period: middle of 
February (in winter quarters) till end of August (Proud). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from Jimhensis in having the underparts a darker 
yellow, and from newlmi in being paler above. Moult of body-fealhen noted in 


March. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tail 

d’tJ’ 

48-58 

(from skull) 
lO-II 

37-44 mm 

9 9 

46-55 

— 

35-36 mm 

Tarsus 17-10 mm (SA) 



(BB) 


Weight 5 cTd* (Ma>'-joly) 5*t-6-2; 2 oo? 4-9,5*3 g (GD). C cTri’ (Nov.-J*n.) 
4-0-5-4; 5 9 9 (Nov.-Dcc.) 4'5-4:9 g (RAP). 

COLOURS or DARE PARTS. Ifis dark brown. Bill: upper mandible very dark 
horny; lower yellowish fleshy with dark horn tip. l.cgs and feet homy; clavKS light 
horny with darker tipi; soles Ugh! yellow (BB). 

1596. Eastern Pallas’s Leaf Warbler. Ph^Wotcopus proregulus nm-toni 
Gatke 

P/t^lhseopjs nevtoni Citke, 1889, Ibis: 579 (India » Daijeeling) 
Phjllouopus ptortgiAus forresti Roihscliild, 1921, Ko/»L Zool. 28: 45 
(Uchiang Range, Yunnan) 

Baker, FBI No. 866 (part), Vol. 2: 406 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SEE. sparrow — ; length r. 9 cm (3J in.), 

FIELD atARACTERS. As in 1594, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTiUBUTioN and HABITAT. Altitudinal migrant, common. 
Breeds from Datjccling and Sikkim cast through Bhutan and Aninachal 
Pradesh, bctivccn 2700 and 4200 m. Abo -North Cacliar (Baker, 1891, 
JBNHS 9: 16). kVinten (September to March) from e. 2100 m down to the 
foothilb and in the hills of Meghalaya, Nagaland and Manipur, south 
through Bangladesh to the Chittagong region (Baker, loc. ciu, and Rashid, 
1967), Habitat as in 1595. 
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ExtralimiUd. Northern Burma and northwards in the moimtams of western 
Chitui. NVinters in Burma south to Arakan, and east to northern Vietnam. 

CEKEBAL HABrrs and food. As in 1594. 

VOICE and caixs. Call-note, a soft, double Isip-tsip (SA). Also a canary- 
like kouip. Song strong and pleasing, consisting of various notes repeated 
four or five times, rendered as dju-dju-dju-dju, ^djud, zUjSd, etc. fWcigold). 

BREEDING. As in 1594. 

Museum Diagnosb. Differs ffom chlmmtas in being darker above. Postnuptial 
moult complete in September. 

MEASCltEMENTS and COXX>U1U or BARE PARTS. As in 1595. 

Weight 11 <?> 9 (vk-inter) 4-6 g (SDR). 4 (J’cJ' (July) 4*7-5*B g (RAP). 

Phyixoscopus iiACULiPENNis (Blyth) 


Key to tHe Snl>specie8 ‘ 


A Darkest; back olis'c P. m. tnaadiptrsiis 

B Paler; back more ycUowsh olive P. m. untrclis 

C Palest; back still more >*ellowisb olive and brighter P. m. sirens 


Page 

162 

161 

161 


1597. Western Greyfaced Leaf Warbler. Pfylloscopus maeuUpatms virens 

Ticchurst 

Pfyllnseoptis rrutcBlipemls sirens Ticchurst, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 46; 61 
(Saraj, Punjab Himala}’a) 

Baker, FBI No. 863 (part), Vol. 2: 463 
LOGAi. NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c, 9 cm (31 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1599, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Altitudinal migrant, uncommon 
and knotvn only from winter quarters. The western Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Kumaon. Altitudinal distribution and habitat in summer 
unknown; see 1599 (altitudes given by.'ncchurst, 1938, p. 123, arc those 
given by \Vliisllcr for the eastern race). Winters from at least 1800 m do^^‘n 
to the footliills, chiefly about 1200-1500 m. In this season found mostly in 
forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FCX)D and VOICE. As m 1599. 
breeding. Unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis. Like centralis (1598) but paler, less olH-c on back. Diffen 
from nominate maatHpenms (1599) in having the edges of crovm paler slate-grey, 
upperpartj brighter, more yellowish olive; vmderparts paler. 
jieasurements and colours of bare parts. As in 1599, 

1 598. Central Greylaced Leaf Warbler. Phylloscopus mmilipermis centralis 

t 

Pl^Utucojm macuIipmtU cmlrclis Rip'ey, 1950, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 63: 106 
(Rckdia, Dailckh District, western Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 863 (part), Vol. 2: 463 
local names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrosv ; length c. 9 cm (3J in.). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1599, q.v. 

FTATCs, DCTRiBunoN and HABITAT, Altitudinal migrant. Western and 
central Nepal. Vertical distribution and habitat as in 1599. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1599. 

BREEDING. Unknotvn. 

• Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate maedipenrSs in being lighter, more 
ydlovrish olive on upperparts with the crem-n a lighter shade of iron-grey. Under- 
parts paler yellow. Differs from sirens in being darker, more oHvt on back (less 
yellow^ oli>’e) and darker, more fuscom on the crown. 

KEA 5 UREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1599. 

Weight (Nov.-Dec.} 5 d'e? 5*3-5-7; 2 9 9 4-7, 4-9 g (RAP). 

1 599. £a$tem Greyfaced Leaf Warbler. Plylloscopus mamlipeTmis 
maculipennis (Blyth) 

Abromis snaculipenms Blyth, 1867, Ibis: 27 (Nepal, restricted to Ham District, eastern 
Nepal, by Riple>’, 1950, Proc, Biol. Soc. Washington 63: 106) 

Phylhseopus maculipennis papilio Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 42 
(Man-phlang, Khasi Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 863 (part), Vol. 2: 463 
Plate 86, fig. l6 

LOCAL NAMES, Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (34 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Two conspicuous yclfow WTiig-bars. Above, head 
brotsmish grey with an interrupted whitish median coronal stripe, a long 
wcU-defined whitish supcrcih’um, and a dark stripe through eye. Checks 
mottled ^vhitish and grey. Back olive-green, rump ycllotv. Inner >veb of 
outer rcctriccs white. Below, throat and breast grey; rest of underparts 
ycUotv, Sexes alike. 

Small size, grey head and throat, yellow rump, double wing-bar, and 
ivhitc in tail make this species umrustakablc. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, rather sparsely distributed. Breeds from eastern Nepal through 
Daijccling, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh. Probably breeds also in 
the hills south of the Brahmaputra (recorded as common by Baker) and in 
Nagaland (Ripley, 1958), since the species breeds in the Chin ■'Hills and 
south to Mt Victoria. Found in summer bcUveen 2500 and 3400 m, optimum 
zone 2900-3200 m, in open mixed forest of oak and • rhododendron or 
conifers and rhododendron, or mixed deciduous, all with plenty of undcr- 
grow'th. IVintcrs fiom c, 2900 m down to the foothills, mostly between c. 
1400 and 2300 m, in broad-leaved, chiefly oak forests, and secondary scrub. 

Extralimital. Breeds also in the mountains of Szechuan and Yunnan to , 
northern Vietnam. A vertical migrant in its entire range, 

. GENERAL HABITS. A Very activc and restless species haunting mostly 
.medium-sized trees though sometimes may ascend to great heights; also 
frequents bushes in forest, especially in tvinter. Usually single in summer, 
often in itincraiit hunting parties, mixed or by themselves in winter. Flicks 
svings and white-margined tail as it hops about or flutten and hovers in 
front of sprigs or blossoms for insects. 
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FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Song undcscribcd. CaU-note, a short ver)' similar 
to that of P, pToregulus. Alarm, a high-pitched sit sit sit endlessly repeated. 

BREEDiNo. Season, end of April to June, Jdesi, only recently discovered by 
Diesselhorst, extremely well concealed in a thick moss ball hanging from a 
branch, some five metres abo\'c the ground, completely invisible from 
below. Eggs undcscribcd. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Species. For details of plumage and wing- 
formula sec Ticchurst (1938) or 3Villiamson (1962). Postnuptial moult complete 
in August and September. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

Tama 

TaU 



(from skull) 



d'd' 

99 

46-53 \ 
45-50 J 

r. 10 

16-17 

f 32-40 mm 
\ 30-33 xnm 


(CBT, Hcinridi) 

Wdght o' 9 (winter) 4*5-6 g (SDR). (June-July) 4 o’d’ 4*8-6; 3 9 9 4-5-5*5; 
3 oo? 4*7-5*7 g (RAP). 4 d'd' (breeding) 5; 2 9 9 4*7, 5*5 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bfown. Bill bladc. Legs and feet o' brownish ydlow, 
9 brownish grey. 

1600. Arctic Leaf Warbler. Pftyllosccpus borealis borealis (Blasius) 

PhytlopneusU Blasius, 1853, Natimannia; 313 (Sea of Okhotsk) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 872 and 873, Vol. 2: 472 

LOCAL NAMES, Nosvt TtCOrdcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; lex^th c. 12 cm (4^ in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A relatively large leaf ^Yarbler with a slight single 
wing-bar, not always present. Above, bro^vmsh olive; a yellowish superdlium 
and a dark streak through e>’c; sides of head mottled yellowish and dusky. 
Below, dull white with a little dmount of pale •^'cllow, breast often mottl^ 
dull grey. Sexes alike. 

Distinctx%T call-note (q.v.) when once leamt is best guide to identifreation. 

STATUS, DIST RIBU TION and HABITAT. Two TNTntcT rccords from the 
Andaman Islands. Frequents mangrove sN*ainps and mango groves. 

ExtreUrratal. The species breeds in northern Eurasia from Finland and 
Anadyr and also Alaska, south in the mountains to Mongolia. ^Vinters in 
the southern Indochinese countries, Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines 
and Formosa, 

MIGRATION. Arri\xs in its winter quarters in September, leaves in April. 
Performs one of the loi^cst migrations among the phylloscopi, die farthest 
distance between known points of br eed ing and Tsantering being over 
10,500 km (CBT). 

CENTRAL HABrrs. Solitary; Usually keeps to trees and high bushes. 

FOOD. Insects, 

VOICE and calls, A loud Iswee ep or dz-d^t unlike any other leaf 
warbler, and a hard zik or cfdk* 

Museum DtACNOos. See Key to the Spedes. For details of plumages and wing- 
formula tee TtcetianX (1938) or \VtIliam9oa (1962). 


164 

SYLVIINAE 



MEASUREMENTS 

3Ving 

EiU 

(from slcuU) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

cf 9 60-70 

13-15 

18-21 

40-50 mm 
(Williamson) 


Weight 45 <5^ o' 9-1 5 (av. 11 ) ; 25 9 9 8-1 3 (av. 1 0) g — Shaw fn ^ VilUamson. 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris hard to dark brown. Bill: upper mandible dark 
brown with yellowish tomium, lower mandible orangc-jellow (adult) to pale brown 
or yellowish flesh, dark on underside towards Up (first \-rintcr); mouth orange 
(adult). and feet pale or yellowish brosvn, often with grc)Tsh tinge in front 
(Williamson & Davis). 

1 601 . Largebilled Leaf Warbler. Pfylloscopus magnirostris Blyth 

Pk.lylloseopus) magnirostris Blyth, 1843, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 12: 966 
(Calcutta) 

Baker, FBI No. 878, Vol. 2: 476 
Plate 86. fig. 22 

LOCAL KASCES. Drro (Kohal); Fm tine (Kashmir). 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (4J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Thc largest of all Indian leaf warblers ; with a single 
very faint \NTng-bar. Above, brownish oli%*c; a prominent 

A yellowish superdlium and a dark streak through eye; checks 
mottled ycllowTsh and dusky. Below, yellowish wWte sullied 
with grey on breast and throat. Sexes alike. 

Very' similar to Arctic Leaf Warbler (1600) but thc two not 
likely to he found together. Very similar also to Greenish and 
^ j Bright Green leaf warblers (1604, 1605). Best distinguished by 
their call-notes (qq.v.). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common summer (breeding) 
visitor to the Himalayas from N.W.F.P. (Safed Koh) east through Bhutan 
and presumably Arunachal Pradesh. Breeds between 1800 and 3600 m,' 
mostly above 2100 m. 3Vintcr range not satisfactorily known: recorded in 
Kerala (S&Hm Ali, JBNHS 38: 493, Ferguson, JBNH5 15; 458; also 
BounhUon and Davison), Mysore (SMim Ali, JBNHS 43: 576), Bclgaum 
(BuUcr, SF 9: 408), Londa (Kodz, JBNHS 43: 19), Tamil Nadu (Nichols, 
JBNHS 4-4: 400, Koelz, JBNHS 47: 135), NcUorc (Jerdon), Nagpur 
(D’Abreu, Rec, P/'agpur Mus., No. 3, 1923), Manipur (Hume, SF 11: 218) 
and Mishmi Hills (Ali Sc Ripley, JBNHS 48: 31). All other data from thc 
Indian Peninsula and Assam arc in September, Oclohcr, April and May and 
coidd be passage records. Said to be rare in all the above-mentioned 
loc^'tics except in thc hills of Kerala (up to at least 1200 m) where it has 
been found to be common locally. Also vrihters throughout Ccj'Ion where 
moderately plentiful in all zones (Phillips, 1953) and in thc Andaman 
Islands (North Andaman, Hume collection; South Andaman, W^mberlcy 
and Davison Sc Hume specimens in British Mus.). Recorded commonly on 
passage in thc HImala>’an foothills, in thc Peninsula (but not west of U.P. 
and MJ*.), and in Bangladesh and Assam. In summer affects birches or 
other dedduous trees, or mixed rhododendron and firs in ravines or on their 
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Breeding 

IZED Isolated winter records 


£1^3 Known winter range 


sides, almost invariably in the vicinity of torrential streams. In winter 
chiefly favours evergreen forest in sholas. 

Extralimital. Breeds also in the mountains of western China north to 
Kansu, Winter range abroad little known. Said to winter at lower altitudes 
near breeding range; probably in the Indochinese countries as it has been 
recorded on passage in Tenasscrim, 

inoRATiON to summer grounds occurs from May to September. Down- 
ward movement begins after breeding as large numbers appear in the Nepal 
Valley in August. Passage in the Peninsula takes place from the end of 
Au^st to October; recorded in winter quarters from October to May. 
Spring passage April to mid May. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually keeps singly to the crowns of medium-sized 
trees and lower canopy of taller ones. Unobtrusive and difficult to observe, 
but easily detected by its call and song. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and CALLS. Call-note, an unmistakable interrogative dir-Ue? or 
wle-chi? second note much higher than first (various observers). This, in 
more agitated tone, is also the alarm-note in summer, e.g. when nest ap- 
proached by intruder. In winter, a three-noted whistle on an ascending 
scale j>aw‘wee-wee likened to the song of the Orangebreasted Blue Flycatcher 
[Muscicttpa tickelliaej 1443] (Hen^, Ceylon). Song, a very distinctive, clear, 
five-noted silver bcIMike Ji-ri, si-si on three descending tones, with 
occasional variations (BBO, Alexander); reminiscent of ditty of Ehipidura 
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albicollisy 1455 (SA). Song period, mid April till end of August (Proud). 
May ako be heard in September while on migratioD, and occasionally in 
winter quarters. 

BREEDING. Stoson^ Junc to August. roughly domed, made of grass 
stems, moss, dead leaves, ferns and lichen, lined \rith fine grass; placed 
under a fallen log or rock, in hollow’s or crcv'iccs, under an overhanging 
bank or among the tangled roots of a fallen tree, often ov’crhan^g a stream. 

usually 4, sometimes 5 or 3, white, unspotted. Average size of 50 ecn 
18*2 X 13*2 mm (Baker); of 9 eggs 18*5 x 13*6 mm (BBO). Sometimes 
brood-parasitized by Cuculus saturatus (Currie, JBNHS 24; 594). 

Museum Diaonosis. Sec Key to the 
Species. For details of plumage and 
wing-formula sec Ticehunt (1938) or 
Williamson (1962). A complete moult 
takes place in ssintcr quarters from the 
end of January till mid April. 



Wing, X r. J 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI 


Tarsus Tail 


ri'c?' 

99 


62-73 T 
58-65 J 


(from skull) 
14-15 


19-20 


f 4&>^6 mm 
\ 52-54 rmn 
(BB, H\V) 


Wcight2.ri‘c? (July) U-3, 12 g (GD). 

colours op BARE PARTS. Iris hazel brosvn. Bill brown, pale flesh at gape and 
base of lower mandible; mouth ‘ livid ' (summer — HW), bright yellow or pale 
pinkish yellosv (winter — SA). Legs and feet pale brown, greyish brown orbrownuh 
slate; soles Icmon-ycUow. 


Phylloscopus trochiloides (Sundcvall) 
Key to the Snhspecies 


A Upperparts brighter green; underparts yellow. P.t. nUidas 

B Upperparts duller greenish; undcrparls sullied yellowish white 

1 2nd primary (as.) usually longer than 8th P.f. viridanus 

2 2nd primary usually shorter than 8th 

a Above greyer and paler; below less greyish P. t. lodloud 


b Above more olive, darker on head; below more greyish. ....... 

,..P.f. frochihides 


Page 
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1602. VVestern Greemsh Leaf Warbler. Phylloscopus troehiloidis ciridanus 
Blyth 

Phylloscopus vlridonus Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. l^ngal 12; 967 
(Calcutta) 

Baker, FBI No. 875, Vol. 2; 474 
. LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordfcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in,). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. A Single faint wing-bar. Abov^j dull greenish; a well- 
marked yellowish supercilium and a dark streak through eye; cheeks mottled 
olive and yellowish. Below, sullied yellowish white. Sexes alike. 

Indistinguishable in the field from P. i.'niiidus (1605) which however is 
greener above and ycIIo\ver below, and has a better marked yellow wing-bar. 
P. magnirostris has a distinctive song and call-note, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common summer (breeding) visitor 
to the western Himalayas from Gilgit and Kohat cast through the Murree 
hills and Kashmir south of the main range, from 2700 to 3700 m. Winters 
from the Nepal and Sikkim foothills south throughout the Peninsula east to 
the Brahmaputra-Ganges rivers in Bangladesh, west to central Uttar 
Pradesh and western Madhya Pradesh, south to southern Kerala. Also 


Phylloscopus trochiloides 



I nridanus (l6oa). a plumbeitarsus (RE). 3 trochiloides (1604). 

4 ludlowi (1603), 5 (1605). 


3cylon where rare (Phillips). In Nepal up to c. 1800 m, in Kerala up to the 
ummits of the hills but most common between c, 600^ and 900^^ In 
tunincr affects willow, tamarisk and poplar groves (Gilgit, Kashmir) and 
nhced fir and deciduous forest (Turkestan). In ^v^ntc^ frequentt gardeiw, 
irehards, wooded compounds, lowland acacia groves, open dcaduous and, 

0 a lesser actent,everBreen jungle. ' „ . .i,, 

Extralimital. Breeds in Turkestan north to the Altai, thence w«t to the 
iaitic Sea. Other subspedes in eastern Siberia and western A t. 

aSdus breeds in northern Iran and in the Caucasus Mountains. The speaes 
«nten in India and the Indochinese countries. 
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MIORATION. Found on its breeding grounds from April to September; on 
autumn passage from end of August to October. On winter grounds from 

October to May; spring migration, March to May. ^ 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually met with singly, sometimes .nmong 
foraging parties of small insectivorous birds, feeding mostly m the 0 lagc 
:anopy but also in undergrowth, bustling energetically among caves ^ 
blossoms, clinging to sprigs upside down, nervously flicking \Mngs> a 
fimes launching into the air to seize a midge like a flycatcher. 

FOOD. Insects, including small beetles and caterpillars. ^ 

VOICE and calls. Call-note while foraging a charactens ic V 

'hiwee or st-chiwee (sometimes si-si-si’Chtwee) repeated every cw sc • 
Identical with call of P. t. mtidus (1605) and likewise mdisVmgmshable tro 
hat of P. inomafus humei (1590). Song, also heard in the wmter 
o spring migration and constantly during passage, a hvc y Jg P . . 
juick-rcpcatcd chi-ehi-chiweet chi-cldrhiti'te . . . (of about 2 ^ 

ir chi-chirirhi-chitmche ... and variants of this theme (SA). Mam song 
Kriod April till end of July. „ ... ...mi.i 

BREEDING. Very few authentic records in India. Wn May to Au^ . 
Vest, a ball of moss, lichen, dead leaves and root fibres, lined with finc^ . 
ine moss, a few hairs and feathers, with a lateral entrance. Waced on 
loping ground among roots of trees, or in lio Ions of "P 

wo metres or so from the ground. Eggs, 3 or 4. unspotted white. Average 
izc of 36 eggs 15-3 X 1 1 -9 mm (Baker). Incubation by female only, care 
if nestlings by both sexes (Dementiev). 

Museum Diaonosis. Sec Key to the Species. For details of plumages, wmg- 
irmula and moults see Ticeburst (1938) or ^Villialnson (1902). 

MEASUREMENTS _ _ 

Bin Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

/ 45-51 mm 

12-13 )B-19 1.42-47 mm 

(Cirr, Rand & Fleming, HWO 
Weight e'9 (breeding) 6-5-10-5 (av. 7-9); (winter) 7-9-3 (av, 7-8) g-CnT. 
(p 9 (October, S. India) 8-14 (av. 9*5) g — SA 
\\'er 3 ge of 10 autumn migrana 7*4 g (Wlliamson), 

ysvows or care carts. Iris brown. BUI: upper mandible brown, lower paJr 
ih nr vdlow- Lees and feel crobh or preenUh brovm; sola lemon-yellow. 
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Wing 

59-65 \ 
54-65/ 


1603. BaWatsus Greenl.h Leaf Warbler. Phjllmapus Iraehilrnies laJkai 
' Whbtler 

PlpUasap-JS troehilndes laPetri VVhisdrr, 1931, Boll. Brit. Om. O. 52: 62 
(Maran River, near Kishtwar) 

Baker, FBI No. 875 (part), Vol. 2: ■S74 

LOCAL HASics. Nonc recorded. 

nzE. Sparrow — ; len^h c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD alASLACTEStS. As In 1602, q.v. 



553 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 8: 169472 


WARBLERS 


169 170 


SYLVIINAE 


STATUS, DBTWBtmoN and HABITAT. Summer (breeding) “wsitor to 
Baltistan inicrgrading vdth tindaHus in Gilgit and Kashmir, and wth 
Irochihides in Garh\v’al and Kumaon. Vertical distribution and habitat as 
in 1602. Winters in the Peninsula: £ta\vah, Fatchgarh (U.P.), Ahmcdnagar 
(Maharashtra), Wynaad (Kerala), the NU^iis and in the Eastern Ghats 
(Andhra Pradesh). 

GENERAL HABnS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1602. - ' 

BREEDING, As in 1602. 

Museum Diackosts. Like tiridarm but slightly greyer above and a little laigcr. 
Paler and greyer above than trochUoidts with less greyish wash below. 

SCEASURCMEKTS 



^Vmg 

BiU 

Tarsus 

TaU 



(from skull) 



<3'<3' 

99 

60-66 “I 
56-60/ 

12-13 

18-20 

/ 45-55 
144-51 




(Williamson, HW) 

COIXIUKS 

OF BARE parts. 

As in 1602. 




mm 

mm 


1 604. Eastern Greenish Leaf Warbler. Pfylhscojm trocBloidts tTocJfllnd^s 
(Sundcvall) 

Atonihiza trothikndes SundevaU, 16S8, Fynogr. S^Bskap. Tidskr. Lund 1:16 
(Calcutta) 

Baker, FBI No. 875 (part), Vol. 2 : 474 
Plate 85, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAME. Irmdu (Kacha Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As £n 1602, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Abimdant summer (breeding) 
visitor to the Himalayas from Garhwal and Kiunaon to Arunachzd Pradesh, 
between 2900 and 4200 m, optimum zone 3500-4000 m, wandering up to 
4600 m after the breeding season. Also breeds in Nagaland and North 
Cachar at c. 1800 m (Baker, J/idiJication 2 : 425), Winters from the Himalayas 
(up to c. 2200 m) south to lower Bengal (but apparently not south of the 
Gangctic Plain) and throughout Bangladesh and Assam. Also Andaman 
Islands. Has straggled to Wynaad and Ceylon. In summer affects subalpinc 
mixed forest of fir, birch, rhododendron or juniper as well as pure stan^ of 
birch or conifers; also haunts bush jungle with isolated trees; oc^ionally 
met tvith in the scrub zone above timber-line, but docs not appear to 
breed in this biotope. In winter frequents various types of mixed forest and 
open cultivated country. 

Extralimilal. Breeds also in the mountains of w'estem China and >vinters 
cast through the Indochinese countries. For range of the species see under 
1602. 

MIGRATION to breeding ground occurs from April to September; passage 
at lower elevations mostly in September and April. 

general' HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1602. 



BREEDING. As in 1602. Six ^gs measure 15*5-15*6 X 11*7-12*5 mm 
(Baker, Ludlow), 

Museum Biacnoss, Biifers 
from virid^ats In wing-formula : 
2nd primary is usually shorter 
than 8th, mostly between 9/10 
or » 10th, while' in viridams it is 
often longer than 8th, usually 
between 7/8. For details of plum- 


KEASUREMENT3 


99 

(GBT, BB) 

Weight 13 c?(?’ (May-Aug.) 8-8*9, 2 (?»(?< (SepL) 9*4. 9*8 g; 14 9 9 (May- 
Aug.) 7*9-10*3 g (GD). 4 cJ'd’ (April) 7-5-8*7. 9 9 9 (April) 6*8-7*9g; 13 d'd' 
Quly) 8-9*5, 14 9 9 Quly) 7*8-9*5 g (RAP). 

Q3LOt7RS OF BARE PARTS. Iris hazcl browH. Bill dark brown, yellow to orange 
at base of lower mandible; mouth yellow. t,cgs and feet yellowish brown to greenish 
brown. 


X r. I 


ages and moults see Ticehurst 
(1938) or WHUainson (1962). 


BiU 

Tarsus 

Tml 

62-68 J 
55-62/ 

(from skull) 

12-14 

J8-20 ■{ 

'50-57 mm 
. 45-52 mm 


1605, Bright Green Leaf Warbler. Pkylloscopus trocfdloides mtidus Blyth 

Ph.{jUoscopTLs) rdtidus Blyth,- 1843, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 12 : 965 
(vicinity of Calcutta) 

Baker, FBI No. 874, VoL 2 : 473 
Plate 86, fig. 21 

LOCAL NAMES, - Nonc rccordcd, 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As ID viridorms (1602) but underparts distinctly 
yellow. Probably not distinguishable in worn winter plumage. Call-notes of 
the tw'o identical. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Wintfir lisitor to southern India 
(Kerala, where conunon, Tamil Nadu and probably the Eastern Ghats) 
and Ceylon where common in all zones. On passage throughout the 
Peninsula east to Bengal and in Paldstan (Sind, northern Baluchistan and 
the western Himalayas) up to at least 2400 m. Probably nests near Quetta 
(Williams, JBNHS 33: 601; record unsubstantiated but description of nest 
and eggs clearly applies to either nilidus or viridanus. The occurrence of 
rdtidus at Fort Mimro as early as 27 July [Wmte, JBNHS 37 : 690] may also 
be an indication of breeding not far away). In winter affects heavy forest 
as iveli as gardens, orchards or other cultivation. In summer affects mixed 
forest at the upper limit of trees. 

Exiralimital. Breeds in the mountains of northern Afghanistan, central 
and northern Iran west to the Caucasus Mts. 
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MIGRATION. Recorded in winter quarters from October to ApriL Autumn 
passage from August through October. Spring zmgration from end of March 
till end of May; the last of the migrating leaf warblers to be seen in Kohat 
(Whitehead, Ibis 1909: 125). Abundant during spring migration in the 
lower Himalayas cast to Sikidm, but appears to avoid this region in autumn 
when passage is chiefly recorded from Punjab to Sind. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1602. In winter quarters reported 
(this or magnirostris •?) roosting indi\idually at night under leaves, c*g. of 
papaya trees {Carica papqj^a) — Pillay, N. G., JBNHS 57: 659. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note indistinguishable from that of viridanus 
(SA, Proud). A common cal! in Ceylon is given as OnTsirip (Henry). Song 
daimed to be recognizable (Proud); for rendition sec under 1602. 

BREEDING. As in 1602. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from viridmas in bdng a brighter green above and 
distinctly yellow below. Contra Ticehurst ( 1938 : 155) int er g ra des do occur (spe c ime n s 
examined U.S. NaL Mus.). For details of plumages, wing-formula and moults see 
Ticehurst (1938) or ■Wmiainson (1962). 

measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

.(from skull) 

d’d' 58-68 \ 

9 9 

Weight 3 o'O' 7*2-7‘5; 1 9 6*5 g (Dementiev), 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. BUI: upper mandible brown, lower yeflowish 
brown. Legs and feet greyish brown (variable). 

1605a. Falelegged I>af Warbler. Phylloscopus lentllipes Swinhoc 

PfyUoscopas UneUipcs Swinhoe, 1860, Ibis: 53 (Amoy, SB. China) 

Baker, FBI No. 879, VoL 2: 477 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded, 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e, 10 cm (4 in.). 

field CHARACTERS. Two faint wing-bars. Above, oUve-browm, more 
rusty on nunp, darker on rump and crown, A conspicuous buff superdllum 
and a dark streak through eye; a broken eye-ring. Sides of head mottled 
buff and dusky. Below, dull white, flanks w-ashed with brownish. Sexes alike. 

Very sinular to P. Jiiscatus (1586) but distinguished ^ presence of wring- 
bars and pale-cdoured legs. 

STATUS, DISTRI BU TI O N and HABITAT. Possible winter visitor: a migrant 
vras taken on a boat 10 tmles east of Great Nicobar (Proc, US. PCed. Mus. 
25: 291 ; sec also JBNHS 64: 186). Affects deciduous foresL 

ExtralhtdUd. Breeds in Japan, Sakhalin and the Ussuri region. \Vxntcrs 
in the Indochinese cotmtries. 

general HABITS. Frcqucnts imdcrgrowth and lower brandies of trees, 

FOOD. Insects, 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a distinct ril-rik. 

McttUK Diacnocs. See Key to the Spedes and Field Characters. For detaSs 
of phxmage and wing-SsrmuIa see Ticchunt (1938) or WHlianison (1962). 


Tail 

r 45-51 mm 
L 43-47 mm 
(BB, HW) 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

019 ' 55-66 12-14 18-19 41-50 mm 

(Williamson) 

cotouRS OF BARE PARTS. Irfs dark brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, 
lower fleshy brown. Legs and feet pale flesh. 


’ Phylloscopus occipiTALis (Blyth) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Under tail-coverts concolorous vrith bdly P. 0 . occipitalis 

Under tml-covcrts yellow, contrasting with belly . . . . P. e. eoronatus 


1606. lArge Crowmed Leaf Warbler. Pf^lloscopus occipitalis occipitalis 
' (Blyth) 

Ph.ijllopneuite) occipitalis Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 593 
(Southern India) 

Baker, FBI No. 881, Vol. 2: 479 
FUie 86, fig. 18 

LOCAL NAME. Vui tirio (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Two tving-bars of which only one noticeable. Above, 
light greyish olive; wings more ycllo^sish; shoulders yellow. A pale median 
coronal stripe svith a broad, dusky olive band on either side, blackish on 
nape. A conspicuous pale ycllo\v supcrcilium, a dark line through eye. 
Cheeks pale yellow. Below, whitish tinged greyish on breast and flanks, 
slightly streaked with yellow' on breast and b^y. Sexes alike. 

Orange at base of lower mandible is a distinctive character. 

status, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Abundant summer (breeding) 
visitor to the western Himala>’as: Kohat disL (N.W.KP.) and Baltistan cast 
to Garhwal and Kumaon; Crom e. 1800 to 3200 m. Breeds abundantly in 
Kashmir. Winters in the Peninsula from southern Gujarat (Surat Dangs) 
and northwestern Maharashtra (Dhtilxa), Madh)’a Pradesh (Raipur) and 
the Eastern Ghats (Vishakhapatnam) south to the southernmost hills ; more 
common on the western side of the Peninsula. Appears to keep mostly to 
the hills, up to at least 2100 m. All records north of a line Dhulia-Raipur 
(r. 21®N.) are from October to AprU. Listed as winter visitor to Bangladesh 
west of die Brahmaptttra-Ganges by Rashid, 1967. Recorded on passage at 
Lahore, and in Rajasthan and Gujarat; east to central Nepal and eastern 
Bihar (Madhupur). In summer affects willow groves, deciduous or mixed 
coiufcr-dcdduous forest; in winter mostly moist-dedduouts and ev erg r e e n 
biotope. 

Es^alirdtal, Breeds also in northw*cst Afghanistan and north to 
Uzbddstan. Also Ussuriland (see 1607). 

MIGRATION. Found on summer grounds from end of March till 
September; autumn passage in September and October. May be seen in the 
Peninsula (KIP.) as early as August. Records from Rajasthan on 22 July 
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Phylhteopus occipitalis 



Breeding 53 Winter 

I occipitalis (1606). a coronatus (1607). 



arc exceptional. In winter quarters from October to April; spring passage 
third week of March to early May. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps singly or in pairs in the breeding season, in 
parties up to 30 birds in winter, almost invariably in mixed pompany with 
flycatchers, titmice, i^osteropSt Alcippe potoicephala and other small birds. A 
restless leaf warbler, continually flicking its wings and tail as it creeps or 
flits among branches and shrubs, clinging to hvigs to peer under leaves or 
making short aerial sallies after insects. Hunts mostly in the canopy of 
moderate-sized trees and higher bushes. Under excitement, as when mobbing 
a snake or o\vl, tail spread out and wings drooped at sides. 

FOOD. Insects and spiders. 

VOICE and calls. Rather noisy. Said to have a wide repertoire of songs. 
Commonest song is a constantly repeated, cheerful, rapid chiwee^hiwee etc. 
(Alexander); also rendered as a squeaky but spirited chUchi-chi^chwet chwei- 
chwei'Chwei (or ti-ti — tiu~tiu'tiu~tiu) quickly repeated (SA). A * monotonous 
chip-chip-chip-chtp * (Magrath) appears to be another rendition of the 
song rather than a call-note. Song period, third week of March till early 
August. Alarm-note, chick-wip or chick-weep sometimes repeated almost 
incessantly, maybe for several minutes, at the rate of c. two per second 
while fussing agitatedly around an intruder near nest (BBO, SA). 

BREEDING. Seosorij May to July. Pfestf varying from cup-shaped to com- 
pletely domed according to situation. Made of moss, leaves and fibres, lined 
with fur or hair. Usually placed well out of sight, sometimes an arm-length 
wthin crevices of walls. Also in holes in trees up to a couple of metres from 
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the ground, hollows in dead stumps, under stones in rocky banks or under 
roots of trees, in old rat-burro^w and sometimes in \’ertical holes in the 
forest floor; nests have c\'cn been recorded in rafters of cosvsheds and ia the 
gable of a bungalow roof. normaUy 4, unspotted white.’ A%Trare sir* 
of 36 eggs 16 X 12-3 mm (BBO), of 50 eggs 16-4 x 12-7 mm (Baker)* 
Both sexes tend the young; share in ncst-building and incubation, aiui 
period of incubation, not recorded. Often brood-parasitized by Ondu 
saturatus and C. poliocepkalus (Rattray). 

McfSEuia Diacnosb. Sec Key to the Species. For details of plumages, \naf- 
formula and moults see Ticchunt (1938) or Williamson (1962). 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

59-71 \ 
9 9 ■ 56-70 J 


Bill 

(from skull) 
13-15 


Weight 8 (summer) 8-9 (av. 8-5); 5 
Paludan, Afghanistan. 


Tarsus 


Tail 


17-19 


{ 45-55 lan 
45-55 Run 


(Williamson, HW, Koch) 

9 9 (summer) 8-9 (av. 8-4) g— 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris bfown. Bill brown, lower mandible pale orange; 
mouth pale orange or pale yellow. Legs and feet slaty brown or greyish brown; 
soles yellow (SA), 


1607. Eastern Crowned I.eaf Warbler. PfyUotcopta ixcipilslis emratu 
(Temminck & Schlcgel) 


cmTmla Tcmmaiclc & SdJcgcl, 1847, in Sicbold’j Fauna J.pon,, 
Aves: 48, pi. IB (Japan) 

Ph^Uoseopvs occipitalis extimis Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploradon, 
No. 1: 16 (Karong, Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 882, Vol. 2: 480 
Plate 86. fig. 19 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1606 but has white underparts and bright 
yellow under tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor to the Sikkim foothilb 
up to c. 2000 m (Meinertzhagen), the Garo, Khasi and Mizo hills, Nagaland 
and Manipur (Koelz, loc. cit. ; presumed by collector to be migrants) and 
the Chittagong ranges ofBangladcsh (Rashid). In winter affects deep jungle. 

ExtralimitaL Breeds in Korea, Amuriand, Japan and Szechuan (Trayhr, 
M. A., Fieldiana: Zool. 53: 37, 1967). Winters also in the Indochinese 
countries, Sumatra and Java. 

snoRATioN. Arrives in the Malay Peninsula in Scpfcmbcf, remains till 
mid April (Robinson). 

GENERAL HABITS. In wuitcr vciy silent and unobtrusive. Keeps to the 
lower boughs of trees and bushes. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note unrecorded. Song probably not uttered ifl 
winter: ttvo repeated short syllables followed by a longer, drawn-out one 
djip-djipy djip-djip, djee (Austin & Kuroda). 
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SYLVIINAE 


BREEDING. Extralimltal. 

Museum Diagnosis. Resembles occipitalis but crown darker, upperparts greener, 
under tail-coverts yellow contrasting with white belly. For details of plumages, 
wing-formula and moults sec Ticehurst (1938) or Williamson (1962). 

measurements 

Wing 

efri* 60-65 1 

9 9 57-61 / 

Weighted 9 8-10-5 g( 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifis browB. Bill; upper mandible reddish amber, 
cutting edge and lower mandible orange; mouth orange. Legs and feet greyish 
brown. 


Bill 

(from skull) 
13-15 


[Williamson). 


Tarsus 

17-19 


Tail 

42-50 mm 
(Williamson) 


PhYLLOSCOPUS REGULOroES (Blyth) 
Key to the Sabspedee 


Page 

A White edge to outer rcctrices 2-4 mm broad P. r. assamensis 178 

B White edge to outer rccfriccs c. 2 mm or less 

1 Upperparts yellower green P, r. kashmiriensis *175 

2 Upperparts greener p, r. rtguloides 177 


'3 Yellow ofimdcrparts confined to streaks on breast P.r. ctaudiae 178 


1608. Small Gixtwned LeaT Warbler. Pl^lloscopms reguUndes kashminensis 
Ticehurst 

Phjlloscopas rcgvloiJes kashmiriensis Ticehurst, 1933, Bull. Brit Orn. Cl. 54; 19 
(Simla) 

Baker, FBI No. 883 (part), Vol. 2: 481 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (3J in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Smaller version of P. occipitalis (1606) with the 
wing-bars better marked, but not readily distinguishable from it in the field. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Uncommon resident and altitudinal 
migrant. Breeds in the western Himalayas from Murrcc (Rattray, JBNHS 
16:426) and Kashmir (Brooks, JASB 41 : 81; Wilson, JBNHS 12: 636) cast to 
cihwal, between c. 2400 and 3300 m. Affects rhododendron and oak 
forest. Winters in the foothills and adjacent plains south and cast to Etawah 
(U.P.), Darbhanga and Dmapore (Bihar). In winter frequents subtropical 
pine and sal forest. 

general habits, food and voice. As in 1609. 

BREEDiNO. Season, May to July, similar to that of occipitaVu (1606) 
hut smaller, often placed behveen stones m walls, sometimes in tree hollows 
up to a couple of metres above the ground. Eggs, 4 or 5, white, unspotted. 
Average size ofSe eggs 15-6 X I2-I mm (Baker). Sec also 1610. 



Breeding ranges 

I kuhninpmi (1608). a ngntniia (1609). 3 astemmit (1610). 

4 claudiae (i6ii), 5 Other races, actrallmhal. 


Museum Diagnosh. Dlfiers from P. oca'pUalis by imallcr lire, yellower median 
coronal stripe, brighter greenish upperparU, broader wing-ban and dlfT^t 
formula: 2nd primary usually between 8/9 or equal to 9 while in oceipUalit it wua»r 
Pills between 7/8. DifTcn from rtgulcijfs (1609) in having the upperparts, edges w 
wings and coverts a y^clhwer green; lateral coronal bands less dark, not so coo* 
spicuous. Postnuptial moult complete. 
measurements 

Wing BUI Tarnu Tad 

(from skull) 

J9 57-65 13-14 16-17 42-40 mm 

(CUT) 

OOLOUKS or BAJtr PARTI, Irii brown, CiH: up^ mandible dark brownjle-^ 
and edge of gape orange-j-ellow, Legj and feet bluUh green to greenirh jellow. 
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1609. Blyth’s Crowned Leaf Warbler. Pfylloscopws ugultnits ugalndes 
(Blyth) 

PhyllopvusU ugalmdts'SiyiiXf 1842,Jo\ir. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11; 191 
(Da^eeling) 

Baker, FBI No! 883 (part), Vol. 2: 481 
Plate 86, fig. 20 

LOCAL NAics. Nonc rccordcd. 

SOE. Sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (3| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar to Dcdpilalis (1606) but smaller. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and altitudinal migrant, 
fairly common. Breeds in the Himala)'as from Kumaon to eastern Bhutan, 
between 2000 and 3500 m, optimum zone 2500-3000 m. Affects forests of 
oak, rhododendron and conifers, mixed or in pure stands. Winters in the 
foothills fromr. 1500 m dosvnwards, and adjacent plains to northern Bangla* 
desh and upper Assam; two records from Burma (Bhamo and northern 
Tenasserim). In ^vintcr frequents bushes in forest, forest edges and bush 
country with isolated trees. 

sucRATiON. Arrives on its summer grounds in early March, leaves in 
August. 

GENERAL HABITS. In thc breeding season usually met singly or in pairs: 
in winter often in the mixed foraging parties of small insectivorous birds. 
Hunts in tree canopy as well as in bushes, 

FOOD. Chiefly insects; berries also recorded (GD). 

VOICE and calls. Call-note kee^kew-i constantly repeated (HGA). Song 
rendered as wizi wit and said to recall that of the Coal Tit {Panu 

aUr, 1803 — GD); also described as a distinctive trill of nine to ten notes 
cki‘ti-chi-ti-cfn-ti'-cfd‘ti~chee (Proud). No direct comparison with song of 
occipiUilis available. See also 1610. Song period mid h^rch till end of August 
(Proud). 

BREEDING. As in 1608. One nest is described as cup-shaped, made of 
moss and placed in a hole in the ground, 60 cm from the entrance. The 
three eggs measured 17 x 12, 16 x 12, 17 X 12 mm (Ludlow). Sec also 

1610. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec 1 608. Differs from oii^rnmni (1610) by restricted amount 
of white (2 mm wide) on inner webs of thc two outer fcctriccs (v. 2-4 mm in as- 
sammsis) and slightly brighter upperparts, Inlergradcs with kaskmirimsU in Kumaon 
and with assemgnsis in Bhutan. For details of plumage see Tlcehurst (1938) or 
Williamson (1962). Postnuptial moult complete from July to early September. 
Prenuptial moult of body-feathers in Fcbruar>» and March. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

6*9 53-62' 11-13 16-18 39-49 mm 

« (Williamson) 

Weight 7 (Pc? (Mar.-Oct) 6*9-8*7; 7 9 9 (Mar.-OcL) 6*2-8 g (GD). 899 
(OcL-Mar.) 6*6-9*4; 6 epep (Nov.-Mar.) G*^9*4; 5 (p^ (June-Aug.) 7-8*5; 
8 9 9 (Oct.-Mar.) 6*G-9*4j 4 9 9 (Junc-July) 6*9-8*6 g (RAP). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. IHs brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, lower 
yellow. and feet pale yellowish plumbeous. 
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1610. Assam Crowned Leaf Warbler. PfyUoseopus rtgulovUs assamensis 

Hartcrt 

PfyUoscofnis troehiioides essanensis Hartcrt, 1921, VOg. paL Fauna (3): 2139, new 
name for AcanihopneusU troddloides karurti Baker, 1913, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 31: 36 
(Peak near Shillong, Kbasia HiUs) nte Pkylloscofnu borulU harUrti 2^edlitz, 1912 

PkjUoseopus Tfgutoida terpsiims Koelz, 1954, Contrib. InsL Regional Exploration, 
No. 1 : 16 (Blue Mountain, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 884, Vol. 2 : 48 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 9 cm (3J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1608, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and altitudinal migrant, 
fairly common. Breeds in Anmachal Pradesh and the hills south of thc 
Brahmaputra (cf. Koelz, loc. cit.), Nagaland and Manipur. In the Himalayas 
breeds between c. 2400 and *3600 m; for habitat see 1609. In the Khasi Hills 
above e, 1400 m in evergreen svet forest and mixed broad-leaved and pine 
forest (on Mt Viaoria between 2000 and 3000 m). Winters from c. 22CW m 
(Nagaland) down to the foothills and adjacent plains west to Sikkim and 
south to the Chittagong region in Bangladesh. In winter may be seen in 
light scrub and pastureland svith low second growth. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1609, 

VOICE and calls. Has some ‘ cheep * call-notes. Alarm-notes ckee-pit or 
Song rendered as fnt-chew-a-pit-chew-a'pxl<heuyat the notes slurred 
into each other to produce a continuous undulating wave of sound 
(Smythics). Also given as tschitschid , . . tsckitschui — iscBtschn, recalling thc 
song of R. frorAi/ouifr (Heinrich). . 

BREEDING. Seoson^ cnd of April to June. Kest, a well-built ball of green 
moss, sometimes a few scraps of dead leaves or lichen being added, lined 
with soft vegetable down, occasionally with feathers. Placed in hollows on 
banks covered with moss, weeds and ferns; sometimes in holes in trees or 
rotten stumps. Eggs, 4 or 5, unspotted white. Average size of 50 eggs 
15*3 X 11*9 mm (Baker). Building and incubation by both sexes though 
female has greater share. Brood-parasitized by Cufu/ar saturatus and C. 
poliocepkatus. 

Museum Diagnosis. For distinguishing from reguloxdts and claudiat see 1609 and 

1611. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOtniS OP BARE FARTS. As in 1609. 

Weight I o? (March) 7 g (RAP). 

1611. Yunnan Crowned Leaf Warbler. Phylloscopus uguloidts clcaidiae 
, (La Touche) 

Acenthopnmste trochiloides claudiat La Touche, 1922, Bull. Briu' Om. Cl. 43: 22 
(Mcngt*, Yunnan) 

Baker, FBI No. 886, Vol. 2 : 483 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rcconJcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (3| in.), 

field CHARACTERS. As in 1609, q.v. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Winter visitor to thc Khasi Hills and 
Manipur. 

ExtralimitcL Breeds in thc mountains of Yunnan and Szechuan. Another 
subspecies in Fukien. Winters at lower elevations and at short dbtance from 
breeding area. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. Probably those of thc spcdcs (1609 
and 1610). 

BREEDING. Probably as in 1610, 

hlusEUM Diagnosis. Resembles essamtruis but upperparts slightly brighter, not 
so yellowish green. Checks and median coronal stripe greyer yellow and paler. 
XJnderparts whiter, yellow confined to streaks on breast. Two outer rcctriccs only 
very narrowly and sharply edged with white. For wing*formula sec Ticchurst, 1938. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BUI 

Tanus 

TaU 


(from skuU) 



60-«7\ 
57-«2 / 

12-13 

17-18 

/ 45-49 
\ 43-47 


(CBT) 

Weight (J'9 (breeding) 7*5-10 (av, 8*7) g— CBT. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1609. 

1612. Blackbrowcd or Yellowfacod I,eaf Warbler. Phylloscopus canUiloT 
cantator (Tickcll) 

Motatilla CantatorTickeW. 1833, Jour. AsiaL Soc, Bengal 2: 576 
(Borabbum and Dolbhum) 

Baker, FBI No. 895, Vol. 2: 492 
Plate 86, fig. 17 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c, 9 cm (31 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A doublc ycUow wuig-bar, thc lower one distinct- 
Abort, olive-green. Two black coronal bands with a yellotvish green median 
stripe, and a conspicuous yellow superdlium; sides of head bright yellow. 
Below, throat and under tail-covcrls bright ycUmv, belly whitish. Sexes alike. 

Combination of above characters identifies the ^des. 

STATUS, DiTTRiBUTioN and HABITAT. Littlc rccordcd. Kno^vn to breed in 
North Cadiar between 1200 and I8(X) m (Baker, Ibis 1906: 262) and 
probably Manipur (Hume, SF 1 1 : 221 , 225), Specimens taken in thc CHiitta- 
gong Hill Tracts, Fcbruarj’-March (R. A. Paynter) where, according to 
Rashid, it is a resident. Collected in Sikkim at e. 10(X) m in March (Sto'cns, 
JBNHS 29: 1026) and at e. 2000 m in June (Schafer/tfr Sdlim Ali, 1962); 
may be expected in thc lower hiUs of Bhutan and Arunachal PradcsK More 
viTdcsprcad in svintcr when recorded in all parts of eastern Bengal (Rashid), 
Assam, thc Jalpaipm duars, Bhutan foothills, extreme eastern Nepal (Flem- 
ing & Tra^idor, Fieldiana 53: 181, 1968) and lower Bengal (type locality). In 
summer afreets dense c%*crgrecn forest; in winter more open, dedduous and 
mixed forest. 

Extralvrdtal. Extends cast to Vietnam, Hainan and Fukien (rieketti). 

CENERAi. HABTR. Sodablc in winter when often found in the roving 
mixed foraging parties of small birds. Himtt in the lower branches of trees. 
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in bushes and bamboo clumps. Spreads tail and flicks it upwards. Makes 
short sallies after winged insects. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a loud and incessant pio, pio . . . (GBT). 
Song undcscribed. 

BREEDING. Stoson, cnd of April to June. Kest, a little ball of green moss 
thickly lined svith soft vegetable down; placed on the ground, generally at 
thc foot of trees, half buried among fallen leaves, or in hollows in banks, 
concealed in moss, weeds or other cover. Eggs, 3 or 4, unspotted white. 
Average size of 50 eggs 14*5 X 11 '9 mm (Baker). Building of nest and 
incubation by both sexes. Incubation period unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters; for details of plumage and wing- 
formula Ticchurst (1938) or Williamson (1962). First-winter birds have duller 
upperparts, arid paler yellowish white underparts. Apparently a complete moult 
in July. 

MEASUTIEMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

^9 50-57 12-13 17-18 35-43 mm 

(kVUIiamson) 

Weight I o’ 7; 2 oo? 5, 6 g (SA). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris hazd to dark brown. Bill; uppcT mandible bfown, 
lower ^xllow. Legs and feet fleshy yellow to pale yellow. 

Genus Seicercus Swainson 
StietTCus S^'ainson, 1837, Cl as sif. Bds. 2: 84, 259. 

T>pc, by monolypy, SjIm Barkii Burton 
Bill broad and blunt, about half foe length of the head, Rictal bristles greatly 
dcsTloped, in some cases reaching almost to the tip of foe bill. kVlng rather rounded, 
first primary (as.) small, second and third graduated. 

Key to the Spedea 

Page 

A Crown rufous... caxlardetps 189 

B No rufous on crown 

1 A white supercilium. xoniAaMHilor 184 


2 No white s u perc i lium 

a A >*elIow c)'e-ring S. burkii 181 

b A white eye-ring 

i Grey ofhead not extending below eye S,e£ms 180 

il Grey of head extending below e>*c S.poliegrt^s 188 


1 61 3. Allied Flycatdier-Warbler. Seieerctts ejisds (Hodgson) 
Ahrortds oSuds Hodgson, 1854, la HorsSdd & Mrxjre, CaL Bds. E.L Co. 1 : 341 
(Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 838, VoL 2; 486 
Plate 87, ftg. 5 

LOCAL NAME. IttshaAia-gall (Kadia Naga). 

KTTv. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 
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X c. I 


18J 

““ cro^vn striped grey and 

Wack, nd« of head yeUow; a conspicuous but incomnlete 
white eye-ruig. Rest ofupperparts ohVe-green: inn^ “Xlf 

Jixtralimital. Extends east to Vietnam and Fuben 

mos^hTthrMU'^T 1™'?'’ ‘° ktifwarblen {Phylhscopus). Hunts 
* *J . oliage of shrubs and undergrowth in deep forest often 
ra chmg insects on the wing. Flits tirelessly, flicking \vings nervouslv often 
^ tenn^ and hovering in front of sprigs ^d blosfoms m e^’ f S 

out feathers and spreads tail and winK'^while coiverine- 
into son™ ^ springing erect and bursting 

food. Insects. 

fS^'^rd^g o *’’»'•? cht-wheet like that of S. hurUi 

(Stanford). Song not satisfactorily described. 

^P"* ‘n June. Nat, a well-made baU of green moss 
rootle™ I'laver oA incorporated, with a fint insi^ laver of 

J^etah’le “'^fne moss compactly woven, and a final lining of soft 
vegetable dowii, placed m hollows or in dense moss on steep banks 

Texes'^fnrS- ^' ^ ’2-4 mm (Baker). Building and incubation by both 
sexes, incubation period unrecorded. ^ 

^Ving Bill 

(from skull) 

11-13 


Tarsus 


Tail 


&9 


50-58 


17-19 


38-49 mm 
(SA, BB) 

iJ oa;. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill; upper mandible dark broivn, lower 


Weight 6 o'd’ (wintei) 6-B g (SDR,-SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, 

yellow. Legs and feet yellow. 

Seioercus burkii (Burton) 
Key to the Subspecies 

I Upperparts brighter, green 


Upperparts duller, olive .J, 

3 UpperparB darker, greener than 2 s. 


• . . .S. 6. wkistleri 

Page 

182 


183 

S. b. iephroeephalus 

164 
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1614. Westerns Blaekbrow^ Hycateher-Warbler. Srfennu larHi 
tvhxsilm Ticehurst 

Seiornu barfa-i u^hUtM Ticehurst, 1925. Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 46- 22 
(Dhanmala, Punjab Himalaj-as) 

Baker, FBI No. 889 (part), Vol. 2 : 487 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded, 
size. Sparrow - ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1615, q.v. 

status, DBTRIBUTION and HABITAT. SummcT (breeding) sTsitor locti 

Murree andKaslL-r (DicS 
J INKS 63. 204) east to Kumaon, between c. 1800 m and at least 3000 m 
mostly rn the upper zone of this range. Winters from t. 1800 down to 

Setcereus burkll 



foothills and in the Peninsula as far as northern Maharashtra (Cbikalda, 
Kainptee) and northeastern Andhra Pradesh (Sankramclta). AITccts denie 
deciduous or mixed forest. 

MIGRATION. Passage at mid-elevations takes place mostly in April-May 
and in October. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1615. 

VOICE and calls. Call-notes rendered as piltip or tvef-ap and a single 
sharp chiw uttered every few seconds while foraging. A fine song of loud, 
clear notes resembling the trill of a canary (A. E. Osmaston); leiothrix-likt, 
and recalling also that of Sricercus xtmthoichisles (1617) — SA. - 


WARBLERS „ 

j^EDurm Stasen, chiefly June and July. Nat and eggrasin 1615. 
Museum Duonosq. Differs from the nominate race (1615) in having ti 

™?o" the flfr’ 

measurements and colours of bare parts. As in 1615. 

1615. Eastern Blachbrowed Hycatcher-Warbler. W«ir iurkii burU 
(Burton) 

m- . Zuul- Soc. London: 153 

(Hunalaya Mts, restneted to Sikkim by Ticehumt, 1925, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 46- 23 
Jncmar inrkunmRim, ,TKoela, 1954, Con, rib. Ins,. Regional Exploradon.No 1 i' 
(Sangau, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 889 (part), Vol. 2: 487 
Plate 87, fig. 2 
LOCAL NAME. Inshmhia-gaaeba (Kacha Naga). 
she. Sparrow - ; length.c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

complete, yellow eye-ring. J3,low, deep yellow. Sexes alike 
STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Common summer visitor (except in 
the lower zone where summer and winter ranges overlap). The Himalayas 
p'ZesT',r N'Pul through Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhumi and ^achS 
^d«h, thence south through the Patkai Range, Meghalaya, Nagaland 
Manipur die Mizo hills. Breeds between r. 2000 and 3700 m,^ostly 
above 2400 m (also on the northern slopes of the Himalayan ranges) and 
above r. JOOO m m the hills south of the Brahmaputra. ;4iteis (oSobim 
to Apnl) from r. 2100 m (lower during cold weather) doivn to the foothilli 
and m the plaiM soutli to lower Bengal, Orissa (Koelz, SA) and the Chitta- 
gong region. Affects the upper evergreen forest of oak, rhododendron and 
Dircii as well as mixed coniferous and dedduous forest. 

Extralimital. Extends cast through southern China and the northern 
Indochinese countries*. 

GENERAL HABITS. Haunts low undcrgrowth and the middle story in 
forest, rarely ascending into the canopy. In non-breeding season often met 
in small parties or among the roving mixed flocks of flycatcher, warblcn, 
minlas and other small babblers, etc. Actions and behaviour typically 
phylloscopine (SA). 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. As in 1614. Song period, end of March till at least 
end of July (Proud), 

dreedino. iSV<M<m, early May to July (Himalayas), early April through 
June (Assam), AVr/, a ball of moss, grass, bark fibres, bamboo leaves, dry 
pine needles or rootlets, neatly lined with fine moss and lichen; placed on 
doping ground or among roots of fallen trees, usually well concealed m moss 
or weeds. Eggs^ normally 4, unspotted white. A clutch of 7 found by Ludlow 
might be the laying of t>vo females. Average size of 40 eggs 16»i x 12*3inm 

* Hovrtrver, fee ]61S». 
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(Baker); 4 eggs from Bhutan measure 16*5 x 12*7 xnm (Ludlow), 
IncubaUon by both sexes; other details of breeding biology not recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species. For distinction from tthisUm lee 
1614; for delaib of plumage Baker, loc. cit. Postnuptial moult apparently in Sep- 
tember, 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

Tanus 

TaU 


(from skull) 


C 43-53 mm 

55-61 \ 


19-20 

51-58/ 

13-14 

143-49 mm 


(BB, Stresemann, SA, Stevens, Rand &. Fleming) 
Wcightl0cr(f (May-Oct.)6-5-9-3(av. 7-7);I 9 (OcL) 6-2 g — CD. 9 <^9 
(Oct.-Nov.) 4-8 g (BB, SA). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris vcry dark brown. Bill : upper mandible dark brown, 
paler near tip and yellowish on edges and extreme tip; lower mandible yellow or 
orange-yellow. Legs, feet and claws ycUowuH brown. 


1615a. Bormese Blackbrowed Flycatchcr-Warbler. Seicatus Mii 
tephrocephalus (Anderson) 

Cubo>e(a Anderson, 1871, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 213 

(Dhamo) 

Baker, FBI No. 890, Vol. 2 : 408 

LOCAL NAMES. Nooc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

ncLD aiARAcrTERS, As in 1615, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisnuBunoN and itABiTAT. Non-breeding specimens collected 
in Bangladesh [Sundarbans (Burigoalni) and Chittagong Hill Tracts 
(Rangmati and near Manimukh)] in February, hfarch and April (IL A 
Pajuter). 

ExiralimiUil, Burma (Chin Hills) cast to northern Yunnan and loutheni 
Sikang, AVinters in N. Tbailand. 

GENERAL HABITS, POOD, VOICE and CALLS. As in 1015. 

BREEDING. Not Fccordcd MTthin our limits. 

Museum Diacnosis. * Darker green than nominate hurkii (1615), coronal hands 
better indicated, lateral bands darker, dull black, central band ashy, more or lc»> 
tinged with olive* (Vauric). 

uzASWZisom and colours op dare parts. As in 1615. 


Seicercus XANTHOSCHISTOS (Gray) 
Key to the Sobepeclee 


A Back gr ee n 

B Back grey 

1 Darkest; back slaty. 

2 Intermediate 

S Palest; back grey... 


. . . . ..y. a. upfsrt^ifst 


.S, X. xsatUidutyt 
,S. X. xlhcfrf>frnli*r{j 


far 

If? 

m 
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1616. Western Greyliesdcd Flycstcher-Warbler. Setcercus xanthoschistos 
clbosuptrcilutris (Jcrdon) 

Ahrerjtts elbo-svpfreUucris * Blyth * = Jcrdon, 1863, Bds. India 2: 202 
(Cashmere) 

Baker, FBI No, 892, Vol. 2: 490 
LOCAL HAicEs. Notjc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.), 
mu) CHARACTERS. As in 1617, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBxmoN and HAsrrAT. Resident, subject to summer-winter 
vertical movements, locally common. The western Himalayas from N.W.F.P. 
and Punjab (Kohat, Murree) and Kashmir to west-central Nepal (Pokhara; 
specimens, iC A. Paynter, tn litt.). Breeds benveen 900 and 2700 m, optimum 

Seicercut xenthoschirtos 



Distributional ranges 

Eiiiillil albosup<Tdlians xaithoschijios ItSt'j). 

Jlaoogulans (i6i8}. upkrodiras (1619). 

zone 1500-2100 m, scarce and local below 1200 and above 2400 m. Winters 
commonly in the foothills, locally up to e, 2000 m, from October to early 
April. Affects well-wooded valleys, oak, pine and deodar forest in summer, 
extending to scrub jungle, gardens and orchards in winter. 

GENERAL HABITS, POOD and VOICE. As in 1617. 

BREEDING. Season^ March to Jime. JVer/, globular, made of green moss and 
grass, lined with hair and fur; placed on grassy banks often protected by an 
overhanging bush. EggSt normally 4, occasionally 5, unspotted white. 
Average size of 50 eggs 15 ‘9 X 12*5 mm (Baker). Often brood parasitized 
by Cucutus saiuraltu^ 
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Museum Diagnosis. Like the nominate race (1617) but grey and greenish of 
upperparts, and yellow of imdcrparts, paler. Young, like adult but grey of upper- 
parts washed with brown, green parts not so bright; underparts pale. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, As in 1617. 

1617. Nepal Greyheaded Flycatcher-Warbler, Seicercus xemVioschislos 
xanthoscfdsios (Gray) 

PAjflUpneusieximthoschistos* Hodgs.* = Gray, 1846, Cat, Mamms. Bds. Nepal: 65, 151 
(Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 89 1 (part), Vol. 2 : 489 
Plate 87, fig. 7 

u>CAL NAMES. Kohe recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovc, cfown and back grey; a long, white super- 
cilium; rump and \\rings greenish yellow; inner web of outer rcctrices white. 
Below, bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

The white supcrcilium identifies this spedcs. In flight rapidly opens and 
shuts tail scissors-tvise, flashing the white rcctrices which proclaim its 
identity. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to summer- 
winter vertical movements. From western Nepal cast through Datjeeling, 
Sikkim and Bhutan, intergrading in Anmachal Pradesh \vith JUwogida^ 
(cf. Baker, 1913, Rec. Indian Mus. 8 : 270). Breeds between c. 1000 and 
2700 m, sparsely as low as 300 m; optimum zone 1200-2300 m. Winters 
from c. 2000 m down to the foothills. Affects rather open evergreen forest, 
coniferous or broad-leaved. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to leaf warblers* and others of the genus 
Seicercus, Frequents mostly higher shrubs and the Io%vcr canopy of trees, 
usually himting on the top side of branches and among leaves. In tvintcr 
(October to March) commonly associates %vith the usual mixed hunting 
parties of small insectivorous birds. In summer keeps singly or in pairs. 

FOOD. Insects, caterpillars and occasionally berries. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a distinctive high-pitched, oft-repeated 
psit-psit. Alarm (?) a plaintive iyee-tyee. Has a ‘pleasing and lively but 
monotonous song *. No description available, but noted as resembling that 
ol Seicercus burkii (1614, SA). Song may be heard throughout the year wth 
a main period fiom early March till end of June and a resumption in 
September and October (Proud). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Species and Field Characters. Postnuptial 
moult complete in September and early October. ’ 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d-cf 51-58 X r 38-45 mm 

' 9 9 48-56 / "-'2 \ 39-42 mm 

(BB, SA) 

Weight 12 cTcT (May, Oct.) 6-8*5; 8 9 9 (May, Oct) 6*2-7*6 g (GD). IStJ'c? 
(Oct.-Apr.) 6-7; 2 9 9 (Feb., Mar.) 6, 7 g (BB, SA). 
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COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris bfown. BUI: upper mandible dark homy to 
almost black, paler on tip and on edges; lower mandible brownish yellow. Legs, 
feet and claws pale horny to homy brown; soles white (BB) er lower mandible 
orange-yellow; legs and feet brownish flesh with a yellow tinge; claws pale flesh 
(SA). 


1618. Mishml Greyheaded Flycatcher-Warbler. Seicercus xanthoschistos 
JJaroguIaris (God\rin-Austen) 

Abromis Jhvogularis Godwin-Auslcn, 1877, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 46; 44 
(neighbourhood of Sadd)’a, Assam) 

Abromis Jlarigtdaris Godwin-Austen, 1878, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 47; 19 
(Sadiya) 

Seicercus xanthoschistos pzdla Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 61: 106 
(Dening, Mishmi Hills, NE. Assam) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 891 (part) and 903, Vol. 2: 489, 499 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACnERS. As in 1617, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Rcsidcnt, subject to seasonal vertical 
movements. Anmachal Pradesh in the Abor and hlbhml Hills. Altitudinal 
distribution and habitat, probably as in 1617. 

Extralirrdtcl, Northern Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1617. 

VOICE and calls. Call noted to be * easily distinguishable from that of 
albosuperciliaris ’ (a local dialect? — SA). 

BREEDING. Unrccordcd, probably as in 1617. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from xanJkeschisUiS (1617) in being darker, slaty on 
• crown and mantle, and somewhat more washed with olive on flanks. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1617. 


1619. Assam Greyheaded Flycat^er-Warbler. Seicercus xanthoscHslos 
tephrodiras Sick 

. Seicercus xanthoschistos tephrodiras Sick, 1939, Om. Monatsb. 47; 78 
(Mt Victoria, Chin Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 891 (part), Vol. 2: 489 
LOCAL NAME. Itxshstshta (Kach a Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrov — > length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CatARACTERS. As in 1617, q.v. • 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, subject to seasonal vertical 
inm*cmcnts. In the lulls south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland and hlanipur. 
Breeds between c. 900 and 1800 m in the Khan Hills; probably higher in 
• Nagaland (up to 2400 m on Mt Victoria), Affects open evergreen forest. 
Extralimtal, The Chin Hills of Burma. 

GENERAL IIASTTS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1616. 
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BREEDING. Seosou, April to August, chiefly May and June, /{est and eggs 
as in 1616. Average size of 50 eggs 15*7 X 11 *9 mm (Baker). Building and 
incubation by both sexes though female has major share. Incubation period 
10 or 1 1 days. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from Jlarogularis (1618) in being darker above and 
in having a dark olive wash on flanks. Differs from xanthoschistos (1617) in having 
a green instead of grey back. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 14 (3'(5' 51-55; 3 9 9 50-51 mm (Slrescmann, SDR) 

Wdghl 6*5-7 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1617. 

1620. Greycheehed Flycatcher-Warbler. Seicercus poliogenys (Blyth) 

C.{ulieipeta) poliogerys Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 441 
(Darjeeling) 

Baker, FBI No. 893, Vol. 2: 491 
PUte 87, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. NoDC rccordcd. 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A ycIlow wing-bar. Above, head and nape slaty with 
two black coronal bands and a conspicuous white eye-ring. Rest of upper- 
parts olive-green ; inner web of outer rcctrices white. Below, chin and lower 
cheeks pale grey; rest of underparts bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

General colour scheme rather similar to Greyheaded Flycatcher (Culicieapa 
c^lonensis, 1449) but the darker slaty head and conspicuous white eye-ring, 
as in White-eye {^osterops), arc diagnostic. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident in moderate numben, 
subject to seasonal vertical movements; from central Nepal (Proud, JBNHS 
53: 65) cast through Daijccling, Sikkim, Bhutan, Anmachal Pradesh aiid- 
the hills south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland ?, hlanipur and the Chittagong 
ranges of Bangladesh. Vertical distribution imp^ectly known in the 
Himalayas: noted at 2400 and 3000 m in spring and from 1800 m down to 
the foothills in winter. South of the Brahmaputra it breeds from 1200 m to 
the tops of the hills. Affects open evergreen forest and dense bamboo jungle. 

Exiralimital. Extends to Yunnan and the northern Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL HABITS. Phylloscoplnc ; typical of the fiycatchcr-warblcrs. 
Recorded as moving through the leaves along the sunny surface of vines 
strung over undergrowth, occasionally dinghy to the imdcrsidc of a small 
twig like a titmouse (Fleming). Also noted as keeping to the upper branches 
of trees (Cripps). 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Sccson, May and June- Ahyf, a hall of moss and grass, the ‘ 
latter scanty or sometimes wanting, lined with a felt-like pad of matted moss 
and moss roots; placed on the groxmd among moss, weeds, bracken, etc., or 
between moss-co\*crcd stones and boulders. Eggs, laually 4, unspotted while. 
A\*crage size of40 ^gs 15*8 X 12*5 mm (Baker). Incubation by both sexes. 
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Mcseuk Diacscjss. Sec Key to the Spedo and Fidd Ciaraocrj, This speda 
has three outer rectrices with white irmer web. Far detail* of pltunage sec Eater 
loc. dt. ■ ’ 


KCASUREStTKTS 


yVing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from feathers) 



c?9 50-55 

C.9 

f. 18 

40—42 rom 

BUI from skull c, 12 mm 



(Baker) 

Weight lc?7;2 99 6,6g (SDR). 




COLOUE3 OF BARF PARTS. Iris btowu. Btli: upper mandible black, lower homy. 
Legs yellow, feet brownish yellow. 

1621. Cbestnat-headed Hycatcher-Warbler. Seicerctu cnstmacepi 
caUaic’ps (HodgsonJ 

Abmaii cuianupi Hodgson, 1845, in Blyth, Jour. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 14: 593 
(Nepal) 

SAtras canmafs KegamsU KOcIz, 1931, Jour. ZooL Soc. India 3: 29 
(Kohjma, Kaga Hills, Assara) 

Baker, FBI No. 894, Yol. 2: 492 
Plate 87, fig. 13 

tocM. NASTEs. None recorded, 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

riELD CHARACTERS. Two >cUow WTHg-bars. Ahve, crowTi chestnut with 
d^k la^l bands becoming black on nape, and white spots on nape on 
either side and betsveen the black bands. Nape and sides of head grey; a 
white eye-mg. Back and wings yellowish olive; rump bright yellow; outer 
rcctnces with white inner web. Biloiv, throat and upper breast bluish ashy; 
rest of underparts bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DtsnuBuTio.v and habitat. Resident, subject to seasonal vertical 
movements, locally distributed. The Himalayas from central Nepal east 
through Daijeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunacha] Fradab, and the bills 
south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland, ilanipur and around Chittagong. 
In the Himalayas, bre^ between c. 1800 and 2400 m, wintering (November 
to March) from c. 2300 m dosvn to the footliills; in the Khasi Hills breeds 
between 750 and 1800 m. Affects dense forest of oak etc. 

Exlralimtal. Burma and Yunnan. The species extends east through the 
Indochinese countries, southern China to Fukien, and south through the 
hlalay Peninsula to SuTnatra and Borneo. 

GEKEKAi. HAErrs. Outside the breeding season usually found in mixed 
itinerant hunting flocks of leaf warblers, flycatchers, nuthatches and small 
babblers, etc., usually keeping lairly high up in the substage or canopy 
foliage. Restless behaviour and habit of flicking wings nervously while 
bopping about identical with that of PkpUoscapus. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A double call-note cki-ehi and a loud, tvren-like tsik 
quite distinctive. Song undescribed. 

BREEDCto. Season, April to June. Nest, an oval ball of green moss com- 
pactly woven, with a dense lining of felted moss and tiny moss roots. Usually 
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placed on the ground, wndl concealed by own-hanging moss and owpen. 
sometimes in hallows at the foot of trees and bushes, or on banks and s2 
hillsides. Eggs, 4 or 5, unspotted w-hite. Average sire ofSO eggs 14-6 X IK 
mm (Baker). Buildmg, incubation and care of young by both sera. 
Frequently brood-pararitiicd by Emerald Cuckoo (Ckolriuj Kondela 5as\ 
Musxmt DtACNoso. See Fidd Gbaracters. Young tmdescrawd. ’ ' 

UZAStTREUENTS 

W’ing Bill Tama TtU 

(frota»kulI) 

d'i? 48-53 \ lO-il 16-17 / 40-43 ca 

9 9 47-50/ 1 35-33 r:n 

(BB, SA, Sircj.) 

Weight 6 9 4-6 (av. 5-3) g — SA, BB. 

coLOtTM ot BARE PARTI. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible dark bony, 
paler on edge and tip; Ioaa-ct mandible ^-cUowh brown. Legs, feet and cUm 
pale greyhh horny; soles white to yellowish white- 

Genus Abroscopus Baker 

AhwcfusBaiiCT, 1930, Fauna Brit. India, Bds. 7: 192.Tjpc, by original dcsigratia, 
Jfrrfffnii js/iffriltcru Bl>'th 

Tirkellia BliTb, 1861, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 199. 

Type, by monotypy, Atnnis? koAgs^J Moore 
Biflers Crom Seicercus in ha\’ing fen rectrices instcacl of tw^clve. 

Key to the Speexea 


A Supcrc3ium yellow A.scMstletp 192 

B No yellow on crown 

2 Crown grey rj^^rnVians 150 

2 Crown rufous 

a Two black coronal bands A.ellcgalens 154 

b No coronal band A. hAgtcni 155 


Abroscopus superchjarb (Blyth) 

Key to the Sohspedes 

Crotvn washed with olK*e-green, not dearly demarcated from 


nape A. s. fsAfntris 

Crown brownish grey, more clearly demarcated from oll\'e-gTcen 
of nape A. A. t. dres^cv 


1622. SOtldm YellowbeIlie<J Flycatcher-Warbler. Ahos^pa 
siiperctlitats Jhdrenins (Jerdon) 

AhnTTtts /arinfnfrir Jerdon, 1863, Birds India 2(1): 203 (Dagcthng, northeroWest 
Bengal). Ne\v name for Airenoi elbigulaiis Blyth, 1861, preoccupied 
ABimms eJbtguIaris BlYiht 1861, Proc- Zool. Soc. London: 200(Siktfnj).Notw4bw*if 
elii5|u/arii Moore, 1854 

Baker, FBI Nos. 896 (part) and 897, Vol. 2: 494, 495 
Plate 87, fig. 6 

LOCAL NASte. D&otUhs rrti/d (Cachari). 
sazE. Sparrow^ — ; length r. 9 cm (4 in.). 
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rrEJLD CHARACTERS. Above, forccrowTi brownish grey; a broad, white 
stiperdlium; sides of head mottled dark and pale grey. Rest of upperparts 
yellowish olive. Below, throat whitish, remainder bright yellow. Sexes alike- 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments; locally common. From central Nepal (Bisvvas, JBNHS 59: 423) cast 
through Daijccling, Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills soui of the Braliznaputra, 
Nagaland, hla.iipur and Bangladesh south to the Chittagong ranges. Breeds 
at c. 50G-900 m (Himalayas) and between 900 and 1800 m in Assam. 
4Vandcrs into adjacent plains in %vintcr. Affects mixed bamboo forest, 
secondary and scrub jungle especially where bamboo occun, and in the 
vicinity of streams. 

Exlralimital, Adjacent hills of Burma. 

GENERAi. HABITS. Typically phylJoscopine. Keeps to trees and high 
bushes; often makes short aerial sallies for insects. In the non-breeding 
season, usually in the roving mixed parties of * tinies 
FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. Song said to be ‘short, sH'cct and clear’. 
BREEDDfC. Seoion, April to June. JVerf, a neat cup of fibres, rootlets or 
moss, resting on a base of a few small bamboo leaves, usually placed in 
hollov.’s in Iramboo stems \vithin a couple of metres from the groimd- E$gs, 
3 to 5, white more or less tinted ^rilh pink, freckled >vith reddish brown 
spots, forming a ring or cap at the. large end, or sometimes so densely 
cm*cred wth spots as to look uniformly pink, terracotta or rich red. Average 
sire ofSS eggs 15*2 X 11*6 mm (Baker). Building and incubarion b)' both 
sexes. Sometimes brood-parasitizM by Cvailus cenoms, 

Museuu Diackosis. See Key to the Species. For details of plumage see Deigoan, 
1947, Pto€. Biol. Soc. WeAvigUn 60: 20; for distinction from djostieus see 1623. 

Young, similar to adult butforccrown ashy; green of upperp arts a litdc darker; 
jtDow of underparts duHcr. Posljur'Cnal moult complete. 

UEA5URE1CEVTS 



Wing 

BOI 

Tarsus 



(from skull) 



S0-60\ 

12-13 

18-21 

99 

45-48/ 



Tan 


f 39-49 mm 
\ 36-40 lum 
(BB) 


Weight 3 B-7 g (BB). 

COLOURS or BARE PARW. Ifb bfWTL BOI horay brwo, pinky plumbeous at 
base of km’cr mandible. Legs and feet brownish flesh. 


1623. Anxxiachal YeKowbeUied nycatcher^-WarWer. 

rjperttlions diastiais Dcignan 

Abfosapia svpemlloru Arestieiio Drignan. 1947, Proc. BioL Soc. \\ ashington GO : 20 
(hfargherita, Lakhimpur District, Assam Province, India) 

Baker, FBI No. 896 (part), Vol. 2: 494 . 

LOCAL KaVes. None recorded. 

size. Sparrow — ; laagth c. 9 cm (4 im). 

field caiARACTERs. As in 1622, q.v. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vc^cal move- 
ments, Ajmiachal Pradesh, probably intergrading \d\hfeviver.tns in cast^ 
Bhutan. Breeds from the base of the hills probably up to e. 1500 m. Wanders 
into the adjacent plains in winter. . 

Extralirmtol. Northern Burma. The spedes extends cast to \ ictnam »no 
south to Java and Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1622. 

BREEDiNa. Asm 1622. 

MusEim Diagnosis. Similar to fiarieentris but wih the whole avwit dar 
grey, scarcely washed with olive-green, and much more dearly demara 
the colour of the remaining upperparts (in porisenlris the lop of cro^ «a 

less washed with olive-grccn and not clearly demarcated from the ouy ® 
of the hindcruwu and nape). Oli'vc'grccn of tnanllc more sufrus 
j’cliow ofrump and lovi’cr underparts more golden. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Umg 14 o' 9 42-50 mm (Deignan) . 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bin black, lower man i c grey 
and feet whituh flesh to ycIlow-uB ilcsh- 

Abroscopus scHimcEps (Gray) 

Key to the Sabepecle* 

YcDow rcalricied to throat J. 

Yellcjw extending to breast uhufiap 


1 624. Nepal BIactf*“d Ktycatcher-Warfalcr. Abnsvvp^ 
xfiis^eps scfnstiups (Gray) 

Culiciuut stkutiups Gray. 1B46, Cat. Mamms. Bds. Nepal: 67: 153 
(Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No, 899 (part), Vol. 2: 496 
Plate 87, bg. 4 
local names. None recorded. 

nzE. Sparrow - ; length r. 9 cm (4 in.). , . ^ Verv 

rjELD aiABACTEKS. Aho», cTOwp, nape and ear-covertj 
nspicuous yellow superciliary stripes nearly meeting on ■'’f'';”'’- 
d round the eye black. Rest of upperparts olive. Inner wcl» of ^ 
ttrices wliite. Rrte, yellow, tinged with olive on breast and pau- s 
litc on belly. Sexes alie. 

The striking head pattern U diagnosbe. On eolour f 

confused with Yellowbcllicd Fantail Fljxatclicr (1450). but opw 
rtially cocked tail and behariour of latter distinctive. 
tTATUs, msTRiBunou and iiAinTAT. 
ntra! Nepal, Darjeeling and Sndom between 15M 
twal fromthe higher zone probably occurs in the cold weather. A! 

■cst of oak etc., with patches of scrub or ban^. ^ 

atorusM. itASTTs. Usually sem m vitS 

mly associated with Potss moiestos and Rhpiiaa A^xraAr. a!^ 
Sdb^Linall babblers «td warblen. Keeps mostly to boshe. 
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sometimes parties ascend lofty trees, especially those draped svith climbers, 
soon dropping down into the undergrowth one after the other like a shower 
of falling leasTs, ' 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and CALLS, Little recorded. Said to make a continual chattering 
while feeding. 

BREEDiNC. Season, about May and June. Kest (one described), a loose 
lining of bamboo leaves placed in the bottom of a cleft in a tree c. 150 cm 
from the groimd. Eggs, 5, dull pinkish white profusely mottled and streaked 
with red; average size c. 14 X 10*5 mm (Balmr). 

MesruM DiACKOsts. Sec Field Characters; for details of plumage Baker, loc. dt. 

UEASUItrsmKTS 



Wmg 

Bai 

TaU 



(from sVull) 


n tfd' 

45-49 

10-11 

42-^ nun 

2 9 9 

46,47 

11, 11 

41,43 nun 


(BB) 

Tarsus 15-17 mm 

COLOURS OF B.\R£ PARTS- Iris rcd-bro\%*n. Bill pale brownish homy, * a somciv'hat 
unusual colour for the bill in comparison with its near allies* (Stc%’ens). Legs and 
feet dusky olivaceous. 


1625. Assam Blackfaced Flycatcher-Warbler, 

scMsticeps fiavimeklaUs (Baker) 

Ahronas sehisticeps fctbrJnlaJis Baker, 1924, Bull- BriL Om- Cl- 44: 63 
(Mt Victoria) 

Baker, FBI No. 901, Vol. 2: 497 

LOCAL NAMES, Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (4 in-). 

FIELO CHARACTERS. As in 1624, q.v. 

STATCS, DisTRiBtjnoK and HAStTAT. Resident, locally common- Bhutan, 
Anmachal Pradesh (?), the Cadiar hilb of Mcghala^Ti, Nagaland (?), and 
hfanipur, from c. 1500 to 2400 m in the Himalayas, dot^m to r. 600 m in 
Cachar. Affects glades and banks of streams in deep forest, especially ^vherc 
interspersed ^rith tracts of bamboo, scrub-covered ra\*ines and thin forest or 
Open country near cultivation, 

Extralirntd. Southeastern Tibet and the adjacent lulls of Burma to 
Mt Victoria (up to 2600 ra). The spcdcs extends to Yunnan and northern 
Vietnam- 

GEKERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1624, 

BREEotKc, Season, April, hlay and probably June; cf. also 1624. Isest 
(one described), a pad of moss and feathers lined ^rith soft do\s*n, placed in 
a hollow in a bumt*out bamboo a fc\v feet from the ground in bamboo 
jungle. Eggs, 4, densely freckled with reddish bro*.vn, fomung a cap at the 
large aid, measuring 15*1 X ll-l to 15*4 X II *3 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs Grom schisiUeps (1624) in ha\*mg the >'tUow paler 
and restricted to chin and throat; breast and bdly white. 
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MZAsuREMEsm. As in 1624. 

Wei^t 1 6 g (SA). I 9, 1 o? 4, 4g (BB). 

COLOURS OF BARB PARTS. Unrecorded, probably as in 1624. 


1626. WhiteUirosted Flycat^er-Warhler. Ahnscopns alhogulasis 
elbcgularis (Honficld &. Moore) 

Abfonu oBogvlaris * Hodgson * = Honficid &, Moore, 1854, CaL Bds. Mus. E.I. 

Co. 1 : 340 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 902, Vol. 2: 493 
PUte 87, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAME. DecHsks rmu (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrmv — ; length c. 8 cm (3| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, /ficce, head Tufous With two blacksupcrdliary bands 
to nape. Back and ivings olive-green; rump ^xllowish white. No white in 
Below, throat and bdly white; a band across breast, and imdcr tail- 
«>vcrts yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisnuBUnox and habitat. Resident, locally common. Nepal 
(r^ Biswas, JBNHS 59: 423), Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan, Anmachal 
Pradedi, the bilk of Mcghala^'a and Mizoram south to the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, Nagaland (?) and Manipur; from c. 300 to 1200 m, in CUcl^ up 
to 1800 m, optimum zone 600-1200 m. Affects bamboo jungle, secondary 
scrub, and moist-dcciduoiis forest. 

ExtscUndtal. The spcdcs extends to Szechuan, southern China, Formosa, 
Hainan and the Indochinese countries. 

GENERAL nABTTz. Usuallv kccps to loivcr growth in open country but 
may sometimes be seen high up in trees. ‘ Moves about in small parties, 
hovering at the tip of a branch or darting after flies.* At times spreads its 
tail like RMpidura. 

FOOD. Insects. 

voicx and calls. Little recorded. Keeps up a shrill twitter w'hile 
moxdng about, 

BREEuiNC. Season, early April to June. Ji'est, a la^’cr of bamboo fibre, 
roots, bamboo leaves or scraps of grass on is'hich is placed a pad of fdted 
moss with a cup in the centre; built in a hollow in a bamboo 30 cm or so 
fitim the ground, almost always in the ridnity of streams. Eggs, 3 to 5, 
similar to those of A. svpercilians (1622, q.v.). Average size of 33 c^s 
14*4 X 11 *5 mm (Baker). Building and incubation by both sexes; period 


not recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. 

UEASUREMEN-TS 

See Fidd Characten. 



Wing 

Bni 

(£n>m feathers) 

Tarsus 

TmI 

0^9 43-47 

7-8 . 

r. 16 

36-40 mm 
(Balicr) 


Bill from skull c. 1 1 mm 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris browD. Bill: upper mandible brown, Icmer light 
greyish flesh. I^egs and feet >’ello^%’hh brown- 
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SYLVIINAE 


1627. Broadbilled Flycatdier-Warbler. Ahroscopus kodgserd kodgsom 
(Moore) 

Ahromu^ hodgsom Moore, 1854, in Horsficid & Moore, CaL Bds. Mus. E.I. Co. 1 ; 412 
(Nepal) 

Ti£keltiakodgsoturvpcksndiKoclz,l9^, Contrib. losL Regional Exploratioa, No. 1: 17 
(Kohima, Naga Hllb) 

Baker, FBI No. 904, VoL 2; 500 
Plate 87, bg. 10 
LOCAL KAMES. Nonc recorded. 



SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abcoe, foTchcad and crown chestnut; lores and sides 
of bead grey with a short asliy su perci lium. Rest of upperparts 
olivc-green tinged with yellow on rump. Inn er web of two 
outermost rectrices W'hitc. Below, chin, throat and breast dark 
grey, becoming whitisb on throaL Rest of underpaxts bright 
yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, posably 
subject to some vertical movcinents, imcommon. Nepal (not 
^ L 1 recorded since Hodgson), Dageclmg, Sikkim, Bhutan, Anmachal 

Pradesh?, Nagaland (Koelz), Manipur? and south to Mt 
Victoria, Breeds bcUvcai e, 1 100 and 2700 m (2200-2600 on, Mt Victoria). 
Affects dense scrub and bamboo especially along forest edges, 

Extralimital. Adjacent hilb of Burma. The species extends to Yunnan 
and northern Vietnam. 

general HABns. lattle recorded. Keeps to dense undergrowth, fre- 
quently in the mixed hunting parties of simB birds. 

FOOD. Insects. 


VOICE and calls. * Note [song ?] a single long-drawn, very shrill whistle 
followed after an interval of 1 0 seconds or so by t>s*o notes, the second Io\%*er ’ 
(BBO). Also described as a very thin and sharp twitter or warble (Heinrich). 

BREEDING. Seoson, about hfay and June- A'krf (one described), ^g- 
shaped with an entrance near the top, made of dry leaves, chiefly bamboo, 
lined •‘vith rootlets and a finer laj*cr of soft, dry b^unboo leaves. The three 
eggs were ‘ pale darct, spotted, streaked and spedklcd, chiefly at the larger 
end, with darker claret *. A\*eragc of 3 eggs 16 x 11*9 mm (BBO). 
hluszuM Dzacnoss. See Fidd Ghancteis. 


XEASURsanom 

Wing Bin Tartus Tail 

(from skuB) 

d»9 45-49 12-14 29-21 38-45 mm 

(Kodz, S-\, BB, MD) 

Wright 1 9 5 g (SA). 1 o? 4 g (BB). 

ooLOuas or rare parts. Irb brown. Bill homy brown, paler and more yrilow 
at base. Legs az^ feet xxde yrilow or fleshy bom ccloor. 

Genus Reculos Cmicr 
Rfg^MS Qrvier, 1800, L e^ o o s d*AnaL Cotap. 1, tab. 2. 

Type, by taut onymy , MeixdUa Rrgshs Linnaeus 

Very email birds with dense, soft phnaage. BUI crall , less half the 

length of head. Rlctal bristles pt eseo L Wing short and ro on ded. Tad sborter 
wing. Taista rdativdy tong. 


Reculvs reculus (linnacus) 

Key to the Snbspecies 

A Palest; coronal bands grey ff. r, Uistis 

B Coronal bands black 

1 Paler; median stripe less reddish ^..iLr.hxmalerfensis 

2 Darker; median stripe more reddish orange R.T»siUdmensis 

3 Darkest above; abdomen paler, without buff orfulmus tinge.... 

R. r. jmnanaisis 


1628. Torlcestnn Goldcrest. Regu/tts reguhfx /rirrir Pleske 

Regalas tnitis PJeake, 1882, Bulk Acad. ScL Si. Petersb. 35: 146 
(Merv) 

Baker, FBI No. 946, Vol- 2 : 54 1 
LOCAL names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 8 cm (34 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1629, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A stragglcT lo Ladakh in winter, so 
far recorded in Sqncmbcr and April (Meinertzhagen, This 1927; 415). 
Affects conilcrous forest ; in winter also orchards, poplar and willow groves. 


K^gvlus rcfuJus 



Other races, CTtralmatal 
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WARBLERS * I97 

Breeds in Turkestan, spreads over a wider area in winter. 
The species ranges from the Azores and 'VVestem Europe to Japan, 
general habits, food and voice. As in J 629. 

BREEDiNo. Extralirmtal. 

Museuw Diagnosis. Male like c? but lateral coronal bands dark 

iron-grey instead of black; median stripe orangc-and-ycllow. Uppcrparls greyer. 
Underparts suffused more with fulvous than huffish yellow. 

Female like himalajensis 9 but lateral coronal bands ashy, median stripe duller 
lemon-yellow. Rest of plumage as in o’* 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 16 o’O’ 54-58 mm; 6 9 9 53-57 mm (Dementiev) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As ill 1629. 

1629, Himalayan Goldcrest. Regulus regulus himehyensis Bonaparte 

Regulus himalayensis Bonaparte, 1856, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris 42, No. 17; 
767 {*Ics monts Himalaya,* restricted to Kotgarh, Simla Hill States by Deignan, 
1956, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 76: 106) 

Regulus Himalaymis Sexdotij 1863, Bds. India 2: 206 (NW. Himalayas = Kotgarh 
vide Ticchurst, 1926, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 31 ; 499) 

Regulus regulus salimalii Deignan, 1954, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 74: 104 (Kotgarb). 

- New name for Regulus Himalayensis ‘ Blyth * = Jerdon, 1863 
_B:^cr, FBI No. 944 (part), Vol. 2: 539 
Plate 84. fig. 10 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc Tccordcd. 
size. , sparrow — ; length c. 8 cm (3J in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A ditninutivc PhyllmapmAjkc bird with two 
yellowish white iving-bars. 

Male. Above^ greyish olive-green tinged with 
yellowish on rump ; a dark patch on wing. Crown 
with an orange median stripe bordered ' by two 
broad black bands; a large whitish area around 
X c. I eyes. Below^ pale greyish fulvous, tinged with olive 

on Banks. 

Female, Similar to ri' but with coronal stripe yellow cen/m orange. 

May be confused with Phylloscopus proregulus but always distinguishable by 
call-notes (q.v.). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, uncommon except in N.W.F.P. The Himalayas from the Safed Koh 
(possibly farther south), Astor, Gilgit and Kashmir east to central Nepal 
(intergrading here with sikkimensis) . Breeds from c. 2200 m up to the limit of 
fir forest, c. 3600 m, locally 3900 m (Nepal), In svinter beriveen 1500 and 
at least 3000 m. Has straggled in winter to Quetta. Affects silver fir and 
deodar forest; in winter occasiunally orchards or deciduous groves. 
ExlralimUal. Adjacent ranges of Afghanistan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Outsidc thc breeding season usually seen in mixed 
parties of tits and leaf warblers. Keeps to thc canopy of conifers, from the 
lowest branches to a fair height, hunting actively among thc green foliage 
often hovering in front of sprigs. 
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Weight I o’ (June) 5-5; I 9 (Sept.) 6*4; 1 o? (June) 5 g (GD). I o’ (Sept.) 
6 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill blackish brown. Legs, feet and clan's 
pale homy brown. 


1632. Yanoan Goldcrest* Regulus regulus yunrumensis Rippon 

Rrgriur j'uwminmii Rjppon, 1906, Bull, Brit. Om. Cl. 19: 19 
(Yangtze River, W. Yunnan) 

• Baker, FBI No. 945, Vol 2: 541 

LOCAL NAMES. Nooc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 8 cm (3| in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1629, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments. Northern Arunachal Pradesh from e. 2200 to at least 3500 m (in Tibet 
up to 4400 m). Affects dry, temperate conifer forest; in winter also evergreen 

Extralmital. Adjacent southeastern Tibet, and Yunnan. 

general habits, food and voice. As in 1629. 

Museum Diacnoso. Differs from sikkimensis (1630) 'in having the upperparts 
darker and thc undCTparls palcx. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1630. 


Genus Leptopoecile Severtzov 

Leptopoeeile Severtzov, 1872, Vertik. TurkesL Zhivotn.: 135, pi. 8. 

Type, by monotypy, Leptopoeeile So^iee Scvcflzov 
Lophobasileus Pleake, 1890, Wiss. Result. Przev. Rcisc, Zool. Tfa. 2, 

VOg. ; 95, Type, by monotypy^ Leptopoeeile elegans Przcvalski 
Plumage very soft and copious. Bill very slender, straight and pointed. Rictal 
bristles present. Wing round^. Tail graduated or rounded. 

Key to the Species 

No crest; outer rcctriccs with white outef web 
A wcll-devdoped crest; no white in tail 
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1632. Crested Tit-Warbler, Leptopoeeile elegans Pac\'alski 


uptstottiu ffrfBU Prroilsl!, 1887,Z»puU Imp. Alad. NaiA, St. Primb. 55: 77 
(upper Yellow River, southeast Tsiushai) 

LophaJatifau tUtial nmmtri SchJfer, 1938, Proc. Acad. Sd. Phaadelphia 89: 385 
(Malashi country south of Litang, Siang) 

Not in Baler, FBI 
Plate 84, fig. J* 


ocAt umos. None recorded. 

ZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). . , 

tEUJ cii^cTEM. Male(aduIt).AJorr,fo^eadwh.ttb^^gJ^c 
,-ish Ulac on crown and crest; lores bbek; sides ofhead and hmdwollar 
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FOOD. Insects and their larvae. 

VOICE and caua. A distinctive high-pitched mouse-Iilc squeaW 
tsi-tsi-ta-ui, oft-repeated, which usually gives the first indication of iu 
presence among a mixed foraging party high up in the tree-tops. Sonc not 
described from the Himalayas. 

BREEDINO. Season, May to July. AVr(, a pouch of green moss, lichen, 
spiders’ web and cocoons, and rootlets, hanging at the extremity of a branch 
between 2 and 12 metres above thc ground, well concealed and verv 
difficult to find, ^ggr, 4 to 7, w-hite with large reddish spots, or pale creamy 
buff speckled u-ith pink-buff around the large end. Average size of 13 ec-s 
14-3 X 10-7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Charactera. Young, like adult but ciom lad- 
tag dark bands or flame-coloured patch. Upperparts browner; underparts gteya 
white. Postjuvenal moult of body, lesser and median coserts. 

MEASUREMENIS 

IV’ing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

tJ? 53-58 9-10 t. 17 f.3S mm 

(Baler) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifis dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feci dark greenah 
brown; soles paler, more yellowish. 


1630. Sikldin Goldcrest. regu/ux 
R. & A. Mciivcrtzhagcn 

Regulus regulus sikkimensis R. & A. Meinertzbagen, 1926, Bull Brit. Om. Cl. 46; 97 
(Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI No. 944 (part), Vol 2: 539 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc tccordcd. 

size, sparrow — ; length e. 8 cm (3| in.). 

field characters. As in 1629, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon resident, subject to 
vertical movements. Eastern Nepal (Stevens, JBNHS 29: 1014; Dlcssclhont 
1969: 287), Darjeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh in the 
Daffa and Abor hills; from c. 2600 to 3800 m in winter, up to 4000 m (upper 
limit of fir forest). Affects mainly fir forest in the breeding season; at other 
times may be seen also in pine, oak or birch forest, even in buckthorn thickets. 
general habits, food and voice. As in 1629. 

BREEDING. As in 1629. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from Ajmalfljrmrii (1629) in having thc coronal stripe 
more reddish orange in male. Upperparts darker and duller. Underparts luffused 


more with fulvous brown than 

huffish yellow. 



MEASUREMENTS 

tying 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Toil 

4 cref 

55-58 \ 

(from skull) 

1 o? 10 

19 

36 mm 

4 P9 

51-53 / 

(Wing by Ludlow, rest SA) 
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rich chestnut. Back dark dull blue becoming bright cerulean blue on mmp 
wings and tail dull greenish blue. BtloWf throat pale chestnut, rtai 

vinaceous; belly purplish blue; under tail-coverts chestnut. 

Female (adult). AbovCt crotvn darker than in male, ertft sho 
dark greenish oUve; rump vcfditcr-bluc mixed VNith greenish o I'C. 
sides of neck and underparts dirty white tinged "nib vinaceous, 
flanks washed with purple. 

Pointed pale-coloured crest and chestnut collar distmguu 
from L. sophice. Female distinguished by different head pattern 

STATUS, DunuBunoN and habitat. 
of SE. Tibet, therefore presumably also occurs m 
chal Pradesh; between c. 3400 and 4300 m insummer^^ 
in winter. Affects fir forest, and juniper scrub above umber-Iine. 



Sxlralitnilal. The mountains of western China and astern 'nbeL 
OENEBAL iiaeits. Outsidc thc breeding s»son. tr« 

ximpany with tits, goldcrcsti and L. sophae. May be fwnd hiR P 

■ - -i.-.i.. .:i.- rc-i,sr— I 




FOOD, insccu. 

VOICE and CALLS. A soft pcqitng call-note and somctitn 
note reminding one of Troglodytes (PrrevaUki). 

DREEDiNG. Uoknown. 


ft »hn7k 
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Muszum Diagnosis. See Field Cbaractcn. 

SCeASURSKCKn 



Wing 

Bill 

(from stuU) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 <? 

53 

11 

19 

45 mm 
(MD) 

<?9 

52-56 

10-11 

20-21 

e. 44 mm 
(Hartert) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 

Iris red. Bill black. Legs and feet brown; claws darker. 


I-EPTOPOECILE SOPHIAE ScVCTtZOV 

Key to tbe Sabspecies 


Belly pale fulvous ^ ■f* sophuu 

^Vholc underparts Iflac-purplc L. s. obsevra 
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VOICE and caixs. Call-note, a low, subdued U(t uttered constantly 
(Ludlow); song ?, a sweet, loud, chirping call (Scully). 

BREEDiNC. As in 1634. 

Museum Diacsosis. See Field Chaiacten. 

Young. AhoUt grey with a vmaceous tinge on lower back; crown tinged fer- 
ruginous. Below, underparts dirty white. 


UEASUREUENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tan 



(from slniU) 



C?(? 

9 9 

49-53 \ 
48-51/ 

lo? 11 

20 

53 mm 


(Wing by Dementiev, rest MD) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris bright red. Bill black. Legs and feet almost black 
(W. L. Abbott). 


1633. Turkestan Tit-Warbler. LeptopceeiU sophiae sophxae Severteov 

LeptopoeciU Sophiae Severtzov, 1872, Verdk. Turkcsl. Zhivotn.; 13^, pi. 8 
(pinewoods at Issyk-Kul) 

Baker, FBI No. 947, Vol. 2: 542 
Plate 84, fig, 8 ' 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. SparTO%v — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc (adult). Abovc, crown chestnut washed with 
lilac; a broad, whitish supcrcilium. Back grey; wings 
pale bro\vnish grey; rump violet-blue. Tail blackish 
brown tinged with verditer; outer web of external 
rcctriccs white. Below, sides of head, throat and 
Banks violet-blue, the base of feathers rufous; belly 
X f. 1 pale fulvous. In stunmer the whole belly is vinous 

purple \sdthout the fulvous area (Biddulph). 

Female (adult). Like male but paler and without blue accept on rump. 
Sides of head and underparts pale fulvous. Flanks slightly washed ^vith blue. 

Broad supcrcilium, lack of crest and absence of white in outer rcctriccs 
distinguish this species from 1632. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. Baltistan, Gilgit and X^dakh. Breeds between 3000 and 3900 m, 
descending to e. 1800 m in wntcr, seldom lower. Affects dwarf jimiper scrub 
abovc timber-line and Htppopkae thickets along rivers. 

Extralimital. Extends to the Pamirs and Tien Shan systems. The species 
ranges to Kansu and Szechuan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Outsidc thc breeding season met in small restless 
parties, often in company with other small insectivorous species. Keeps to 
thick undcrgro\vth, ceaselessly hopping or flitting about and difficult to 
observe. From time to time individuals climb to tops of bushes, call loudly 
with tails cocked like a Magpie-Robin, and fly do^vn to the base of thc next 
bush (R. L. Fleming, Jr.). 

FOOD. Insects. 


1634. Tibetan Tit-Warbler. LeptopoeciU sophiae ohsctxra Przcvalski 

LeptopoeciU ohscura Przevabki, 1887, Zapiski Imp. AkmL Nauk, 

Sl Petersb. 55: 80 [mmmtain forests of northeastern Tibet 
(=5 upper course of the Di Chu)] 

Baker, FBI No. 948, Vol. 2: 543 
PUte 84, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAME. Chiu-thtp-to (Gyantsc). 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1633, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, locally common in Tibet 
Found in Tibetan fades north of the main range from the Tsangpo bend 
west at least to central Nepal, between 2800 and 4000 m at ^ seasons. One 
actual record within our territory: Kali Gandak Valley, west-central Nepal, 
3600 m in December (Rand & Fleming, Fieldiojia 41: 173, 1957). May be 
expected in Aninachal Pradesh on thc northern slope (cf. Ludlow, Ibis 
1944: 205). Affects juniper, Lonicera, Berheris, Caragana and rhododendron 
scrub abovc timber-line, and thickets o^Hippophae and mllows along stream- 
beds. 

ExtraUmlal. The mountains of western China and eastern Tibet north 
to Kaiisu. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1633. 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to July. Probably double-brooded. Lfest, domed, 
oval or ball-shaped, made of moss, vegetable down and animal fur, feathers 
and shreds of grass, strengthened with cobweb, and decorated with bits of 
lichen and cocoons; lined, but apparently not always, with soft feathers. 
Placed low doMii in a bxish usu^y imdcr one metre. Eggs, 4^10 6, white 
spotted wth reddish bro^sm. Average size of 50 eggs 15*1 X 11*6 mm 
(Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from sophiae in being darker throughout; purple 
pigment covers thc whole of the underparts; rump more bluish, less lavender. 

measurements 

Wing (J'd' 51-53; 9 9 49-51 mm (lUnnear) 

colours of bare parts. As m 1633. 
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TURDINAE 


Subfamily Turdinae : Thrushes and Chats 

For description and morphological details sec Baker, E- C. S., 1924, FBI 2: 7 
(Fam. Turdidae); Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A. J., 1959: 523 (Fam. Turdidac); 
Ripley, S. D-, 1964, article * Thrush ' in Thomson, A. L. (cd,), A /few Bietioruny 
of Birds, London and New York. 

Cf. Ripley, S. D,, 1952, PosHlUs, Yale Peabody Musciim, No. 13: 1-48. 


MagpTe.Robs) (1661) 



Genus Brachypteryx Horsfield 

Brachypteryx Horsfield, 1822, Trans. Linn. Soc. London 13: 157. 

Type, by original designation, Brcciypitiyx neatota Horsfield 
litimxeixiats Sharpe, 1902, Bull. Bril. Om. Q. 12: 55, new name for 
D^nxhans Gould, 1863, Proc. ZooL Soc. Xondon: 218. 

T>'pe, by monotypy, BrcByptnyx {D r yvao dieru ) sitUaiss Gould, 
ntt Dtymxhsrts Mulsant, 1817 

NVing short and rounded. Tarsus smooth, long and strong. Tafl short, ahnost 
square. BUI slender, about half the length of thc head. Rictal bristles wdl devdoped- 


Key to the Species 


A ppperparts chestnut 

B Upperparts deep blue 

C Upperparts slaty blue 

1 No white supcrcilium 

2 A white supcrcilium 

a Chin and throat white 

b ^Vhole underparts dark slaty blue, 
D Upperparts brown 

3 Chin and throat chestnut 

4 Chin and throat whitish 

5 Chin and throatbrown 


B. stellata ^ and 9 
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. , . .B. kyperythra ^ 
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.B. major ^ and 9 

206 

,...B. Uveophys ri* 

207 


209 

....B. fyperfthra 0 

205 


207 
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1635. Gould’s Shortwing. Brachypteryx stellate stellala Gould 

Braehypteryx {Drymoehares) slellatas Gould, 1868, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 218 
(Nepal = Sikkim)* 

Baker, FBI No. 486, Vol. 2: 16 
PUte 88. fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length e, 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD characters. A stub-tailcd, long-legged, slaty grey robin, with 
bright chestnut upperparts. 

Above, chestnut with black lores and a narrow grey supcrcilium. Lower 
rump slaty grey fiedeed widi whitish. Below, slaty grey: finely vcnniculatcd 
on throat and breast with grey and black and fitted with triangular white 
spots on belly. Flanks and vent tinged \rith rufous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, very locally distributed 
and subject to vertical movements. Kumaon (JBNHS 53: 468), eastern 
Nepal (Stevens, JBNHS 30: 356, Fleming & Traylor, Fieldiojia 35 : 544), 
Sikkim, northeastern Bhutan (Ludlow, Jbis 1937: 265) and Aninachal 
Pradesh in the upper Subansiri repon where common (Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 
181) ; from e. 3300 to 4200 m in summer, and from c. 20(X) to at least 3400 m 
in winter, once as low as 540 m in Sikkim (Schafer). Affects dense rhododen- 
dron and bamboo growth in fir forest, dwarf rhododendron on hiUsIdes; also 
rocks and bouldcn in the alpine zone away from all shrub growth ‘ where un- 
doubtedly breeding* (Ludlow). In winter has been observed in a dark, 
damp streambed full of ferns and moss. 

Extralimtal, One record from Burma and one from northern Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Not such a gTOund-skuIkcT as other shortwings, and 
often absurdly tame. Will sometimes ascend to the tops of the bushes and 
stumps to gaze at an intruder in a most confiding manner, hfeinertzhagen 
observed them running on the ground (not hopping) in and out of roots and 
fallen branches just like a mouse. 

FOOD. Larvae, grubs and small coleoptcra (hfeinertzhagen) ; also seeds 
and grit (Stanford). 

* The fpedxam u staled Mcoaiiagfrcm Sikkim by SHirpe, 1833: 31. Viie'^swts, 1961, 
JBNHS 58: 653. , 
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VOICE and calls. Alarm-note Hk-tik., Song unknowTi. 

BREEWxc. XJnknowTx. ScaxcTt, end ofJVfay to July (judging from jux’ciules 
and state of gonads). 

Museum Diagnosis.' See Field Characters. 

Young, dark blackish brovm on head and neck with paler bitmu shaft-streafaj 
which on m a n tle co\*er nearly the whole feather. Rump as in adult but without 
freckling. throat and breast similar to head; abdomen gre)'ish black vddi 

broad whitidiy arrow-shaped markings which on fianV< and abdomen arc suffused 
with buff. As the bird becomes older the colour of the upperparts fades paler to 
reddish brown and the while arrow'-marla and speckling on. the low^ parts become 
more suffused with buff while the dark edges to the breast-feathers fade to a bufry 
brown. Postju%*cnaI moult in September. 

UTASUREMENTS 


^Ving 

o’d’ 73-76 \ 

9 9 70-72 / 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 
Legs and feet fleshy horn. 


Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skuUt 

1 o? J5 29 41 mm 

(Wing by Kinnear and Stresemann, rest MD) 

Iris dark brown. Bill black; inside of mouth black. 


1636. Rnstybellicd Shortwiiig. Srasfypl^ Jerdoa & Blyth 

BrafypSrrjx jerdon & Blyth, 1861, Proc, Zool. Soc. London: 201 

(Daijheeling) 

Baker, FBI No. 457, Vol. 2: 17 
Plate 88, fig. 2 

LOCAL KAMEs. Konc tccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow' — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.), 

F iF . iJ) CHARACTERS, hfalc (aduIt). lores and a frontal line black. 

A short and rather concealed white supcrciliutn. Rest of upperparts deep 
blue. Below, entirely ferruginous. 

Female. Aborf, olive-brown. Below, pale fcrruginoiis; centre of bdly 
whitish. 

cT verj' sixmlar to Blue Chat, Entheais bTunnais (1650) but w’hitc super- 
cilium less conspicuous. Could be confused also with o' Redbreasted Bloc 
Flycatcher, Musneapa kyperjihra (1417) but its noticeably Jong tarsus and 
more terrestrial habit usually diagnostic. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. An cndemic species, but rare and little 
known. Recorded from Sikkim, Anmachal Pradesh ^afla Hills and Marghc- 
rita) and Nagaland (.Asalu, God^\in-Austcn tide Hume). Winter records only 
from: base ofDafla Hills and adjacent plains in December and January', in 
forest undergrowth, scrub and reeds; Mangpu (Sikkim) at c. 1100 m; a 
sight record at Tonglo (SikHm) 2900 m in Jfanuarj' in dense Anmdiruma 
bamboo (Stevens). 

GENERAL HABITS. Frcqucnts dcusc undergrowth and thickets. Qiutc 
fearless. 

FOOD, Unrecorded. 

VOICE and galls. Unrecorded, 

BREEDING. Unknown, 


Mcsel'u Diacnoss. See Field Characters and Key to the Spedcs. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

c?9 63-64 f, 11 26-29 3M5 ca 

(Baka) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris hard brown. Bill black. and feet ficsiy cj 
light homy brown. 

Brack vrT E RYX major (jerdon) 


Key to the Sobspedes 


Sides of abdomen olive-brown B.tn. mkr 

Sides of abdomen slaty* blue B, a. eliircsim 


1637. RuToasbelHed Shortwing. Brafyipteiyx mijir r^cr (jerdoa) 
Phstrjam mja- Jerdon, 1844, Madrai Jour, Lit Sci 13: 170 (Ndlgbcma) 
Baicr, FBI No. 481, Vol. 2: 10 
Plate 88, fig. 4 
LOC.AX. NAMES. None recorded! 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Ahte, slaty bluc; lores and frontal line bUck; t 
faint bluish line above this, extending back over 
eye. Below, throat and breast slaty blue; ccain 
of belly white. Rest of lower plumage, inebdioj 
under tail-co\Trts, pale rtifous; side olKt-brown. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTTON and HABITAT, Pdrlv 

common resident The hills of southern Misort 
(Bababudan, Brahmagiri and Nilgiri hilh) frea 
c, 1300 to 2100 m, mostly above 1600 m. Affects well-wooded sholas. 
GENERAL HABIIE, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1638. 

BREEDING. Stoson, March to June, chiefly in May after tie advrat c 
rains. Also July and August (Betts). J^est and eggr as in 1638. Average ki 
ofl5cggs23*7 X 16*5 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key* to the Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 



X C. 1 



\Vmg 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 o’ 

81 

IS 

— 

63 nm 

2 99 

76. 77 

17, 18 


59 tta 

I o? 

84 

20 

29 

70 naj 


(mV, MD) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iiis bfowD. Bill blad:. Legs and feet grtynh brows 


1638. ^Vhxtcbellied Shortwing. BraeJ^teryx rru^er clbirentru (Blanford) 
CalUrs iiJ3forifr£i Blanford, 1867, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 833, pi. 39 
(Palni H51U) 

Baker, FBI No. 482, Vol. 2: 11 


L4XUL NAMES. Sandhjek)dii (Mnlayalam) ; Kunajtllox kfrCrt (Tamil). 
SEE. Sparrow i ; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1637, slaty* blue above but ivith a pronounced 
bluish white band abo\'c the \’dvety black frontal line. Rufous browm of 
underparts replaced by slaty blue; cendc of belly, vent and imdcr tail- 
co\-crts greyish white. Sexes alike. 

In interior of dark sholas may casually be confused with ^VhitcbcUicd 
Blue Flycatcher, Muscicapa pallipes (1435), q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBuno.N and HABITAT. Fairl)’ common resident. Western 
Tamil Nadu and southern Kerala from the Palni to the Ashambu hills; 
from e, 900 m to the highest summits. Haunts sholas and moist, densdy 
wooded ravines in c\'ejgrccn biotope. 

GENERAL K-ABITS, Shy* and retiring. Affects deep shade though not 
necessarily dense jungle. Mainly t err e s trial; keeps singly or in pairs in 
und ergr owth, rarely higher than about three metres above tha ground. 
Most in c^'idence at dusk when it may* be seen sitting on a bank by the 
roadside or hopping on to jungle paths, tail slightly* cocked. On alarm, flies 
up into trees, soon descending again to resume feeding. 

FOOD. CMcfiy* insects. 

VOICE and calls. Has a loud chattering, and at times a faint high 
whistle. Song usually* heard at dusk, described as ofa few notes, beautiful, 
sustained, thrush-like in quality but less loud, higher pitched and wth a 
narro\s*cr range of variations. 

BREEDiNc. Season, March to June, chiefly* in hlay* after the rains ha\*e 
broken. J^'esi, a large, loose rna« of gr e en moss >vith a shalloiv cup lined wth 
rootlets; placed in holes in roadside banks in sholas or hoUoua in trees, 
usually within a metre or so from the ground. Eggs, almost invariably 2, 
pale oIiL'e-broH-n, more or less completely* co\-crcd with minute reddish 
broisTi freckling, in some eggs forming a ring or cap at the broad end. 
Average sire of 14 23*9 X 16*8 mm (Baker). 

Musel'M Dugnoss. See Key to the Subspedes. Plumage of young spotted. 

MEASUREMENTS 



yyiog 

BIU 

Tamis 

Tail 



(from fcathen) 



a*o' 

78-83 \ 

15 

29 

63-65 nun 

99 

73-78/ 


(Baker) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Adult, Iris deep buff to red-buff. Bill black. Z.egs 
and fret dark homy broiATi to plumbeous black. Immature, Iris bright khaki 
brow.'n. Bin brownhh black; mouth pale pinkish grey** Legs, fret and claws boroy 
brov»-n. 

1639. l.Mse*" Shortwing. BrKhjpuryx Uxapkrjs rxpxlrrju Moon 

xipxiroU ‘Hods^m' = Moore 1854, « HorrSdd & Moore. Cat. Bdt. 

^ Mio. E.I. Co- 1 : 397 (N-rpa!) 

Brixfoptiyx UxapL-ji pzliOIx Kook, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. ludk 4: 41 
(Karcng, Manlptir) 

Baker, FBI No. 489, Vd. 2: 19 
Plate 88, fig. 3 

local name. lerjd-piji (Kacha Naga). 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length r. 13 cm (5 in.). 
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nEu> oMJtAcrDts. Male (adult). Aion. dark tkttj- Uuo A wh5t| 
luperdlium, often concealed. Belcto, throat and centre of bell)- white P 
breast band and flanks smoky grey. 

Female. dSore, rusty olivc-brown. A white, usuaUj 
alium. Bdoir, throat and belly svhite. A breast band and flann f) 

^Ttoy males appear to retain the brown plumage similar to that of tht 

DEmuBUTsoN and stAstTAT. Resident, 
nents; scarce in the Himalayas, more common ® ^ ^ of 

sastcris Nepal. Dasieeling, Sikkim, Bhutan, Arunachal . 

Meghalaya south to the Miao Hills (Ko^), h^htst 

Htoalayas fiom r. 1 500 to 3900 m, tn Assam t. 900 ” “ 
immuts. Reaches the foothills m wanler. AlfecU 
lumid forest and secondary growth, especially m the vaomty of streams 

n damp, shady glens. . „,o,di to 

ExVdixoUJ. Burma and western kunnan. and tht 

jzcchuan, Fukien, the Indochinese countries, the Malay Peninsu 

iunda Islands to Timor. ^ in lo/* 

cE-VERAt. HABITS. Mainly terrestrial. KeejB smgly o 
mdergrowth, in the same 

;round, running about among the dead leava and d^V ®J^E.eghi5- 
kil carried erect Quiet and unobtrosire; usually undetected tmlcss smgej 

rooD. Chiefly insects. . , mallinsr that of 

VOICE and caees. A rather short and pleasMt ^ ^ Alarm, » 

jud single piping note ending swth a (jj[ „dth the 

BREEDING. Sroson, early April to late July. A -, j lava, 

ntrance high up on one side, compactly built with baml y ^ 
nd skeleton leasts, bound together wrth long roots of 

,ith a first layer of rootlets or fine fern ste^ ^dimmnn 
aves mixed with a few scraps of gram, bark A” 

mong orchid clumps, tw^ m low thick bu*<^^ S 
ig on tree-trunks or rocks in dense damp nrxlv pale olirc- 

rowth. Eess. 3 or 4, pale olKt-grcen, 
rown. almost completely emtred wrth tmy, hght 
vckleL Average size of 60 eggs 19-5 X 14-6 ^ 
nd incubation by both sexes. Incubauon penod unrecottlets. 
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Museum Diacnoso, Sec Field Characters. Males often breed in brown female- 
like dress and some may possibly never acquire blueplumagc; this needs determining. 
MZAsuasMEtrrs 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



58-63 \ 
55-61/ 

c. 15 

C.26 

f (I) 38 mm 
\ (I) 31 mm 


(Wing by Koclz, Stevens and Stres.; rest MD) 

Weight (Sept.) I d* imm. 19; 1 9 22 g-^SDR. 

ooLouas OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. BUI dark brown, lower rhandible Yellowish. 
Legs and feet fleshy white to purplish fleshy. 

1640. Whitebrowed Sbortwing. Brachypteiyx montana cruralU (Blyth) 

Calliope? cTuralis Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 12: 929, 933 
(Darjeeling) 

Cf. Roonwal, M. L. & Nath, B., 1947, Hee. Indian Mus. 45: 321-8, 

Baker, FBI No. 488, Vol. 2:17 
Plate 88, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc (adult). Entirely dark sUty bluc, ashy oti bcUy; 

lores velvety black; a long white supcrcilium. 

Female. Ahove^ dark olive-brown ; lores and 
cyc-ripg rusty. BeUiWy paler olive-brown, fulvous 
on belly, rufescent on under tail-coverts. 

Many males breed in brown fcmale-Ukc 
plumage; they may be told from the female by 
the white supcrcilium. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. .Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, fairly common. The Himalayas from Garhwal (JBNHS 11: 471) 
cast through Nepal, DajjceUng, Sikkim, Bhutan and Aninachal Pradesh, 
the hills of Meghalaya south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland? and Manipur 
{Rec, Indian Mus, 46: 135). Breeds between 1500 and 3300 m, mostly above 
2000 m; recorded in winter between 300 and 2400 m. Affects damp; shady 
forest of oak and rhododendron with undergrowth of bracken etc., and 
dense brushwood in ravines or in the vicinity of streams, 

Bxlralimital. Burma, Yunnan and Szechuan. The species ranges cast to 
Fukien, Formosa and the PhiUppincs, south to Borneo' and the Sunda 
IsUnds to Flores. 

GENERAL HABITS. Mainly terrestrial. Solitary, skulking, shy and difficult 
to observe. Keeps in low bushes or among the heads of saplings and bamboos, 
or on the ground where it hops rapidly, pausing for a moment, then 
continuing — behaving much like a robin. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a quick tek accompanied by a flick of the 
wings. Alarm, a robin-like Song, vari 9 Usly described as * a broken 

succession of very soft, very high-pitched notes in no recognizable pattern'— 
just a broken, inconsequential rambUng seei . . sree . , each note 
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usually rising * (Lister) ; * characterized by its compass of lugh and low 
notes, with odd sucking and popping noises thrown in* (Sroythics); ‘a 
pretty, short song of a few notes which, however, end up harshly * 
(Osmaston); ‘a gentle merry little warble which might be syllabified as 
did-dle dii-dle the cat an * (Proud), 

BREEDING. Season^ May to July. Pi'est, domed, made of moss and lined 
with rootlets, usually incorporated into the moss growng on rocks or tree- 
trunks; in most cases the lateral entrance-hole is parallel to the face of the 
rock or tnmk concealed from view, giving effective camouflage to the nest, 
BggSy normally 3, white. Average size of 31 eggs 22*7 X 16 mm (Baker), 
Sometimes brood-parasitized by Cuculus poUacephalus. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Many males breed in brown fcmale- 
Ukc dress and may not acquire a blue plumage. They are, however, recognized 
by the white supcrcilium which the females lack. Sec Biswas, JBNHS 58: 653-4. 

Young, head dark brown with pale centres to the feathers; back dark brown, 
rump tinged with yellowish, upper tail-covcrts with a rufous wash. Throat and 
breast paler, each feather with a yellowish brown centre; bcUy yellowish brown. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’e? 

64-72 

15-16 

31-34 

42-48 mm 

99 

64-68 

15-16 

29-31 

43-47 mm 


(BB, Roonwal & Nath, SA) 

Wing of 18 cf cf in brown plumage 64-67 mm; 24 cf o’ in blue plumage 66-73 
tnm; 13 9 9 63-70 mm (Kinnear). 

Weight 2 cf o' 20, 23 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris farown. Bill blackish. Legs, feet and claw homy 
brown. 

Genus Erythropyoia A. Smith 

EtyUtropygia A, Smith, 1836, Rep. Exp. C. Africa: 46.T>pc, by subsequent designation 
(Sharpe, 1883), Erytliropygia peetoralis Smith = ^Ivia teucepkrys Vicillot 
Agrobates Swainson, 1836, Classtf. Bds. 2: 241. 

T>pc, by monotypy, Sylvia galactoUs Tcmminck 

1641 . Rufous Chat or Greybacked Warbler. Erytkropygia galactoUs 
familiaris (Menctrifcs) 

Sylvia familiaris Menctrids, 1832, Cat. Rais. Caucase; 32 
(Kur, southern Caucasus) 

Baker, FBI No. 794, Vol. 2: 386 
Plate 89, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. SuiUt dumdk (Baluchi); Rakhodi peeth (Gujarati), 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length r. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. AbovCy sandy brown; a prominent whitish super- 
cilium and a dark line through eye. Tail rufous with a dark brown sub- 
terminal band and broad white tips. BeloWy dull creamy white, breast more 
or less tinged with pale brown. Sexes alike. 
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Confusingly like the Pale Brown and Rufous shrikes {JLanius e, isabelHmuy 
943, L, f. phoemeuroidesy 942) on the wing, but Uic black-and-whitc-tipped 
rufous tail, spread out in flight and cocked upon alighting, arc diagnostic. 

STATUS, DiSTTUBunON and HABITAT. Mostly an early autumn passage 
migrant cn route to its winter quarters in Arabia and Africa. Pakistan 
cast to Punjab (Jhang district) and northwestern India to Rajasthan 
(Jodhpur), N. Gujarat (Mt Abu, Deesa), Kutch and Kathiawar peninsula 


EfTthropygio golactotes 



Dotted line : normal autumn '‘extension (passage) 
through India and Pakistan. 

(Ds\-arka, Jasdan). Has straj'cd once to Ceylon in September {Spolia Z^lanica 
30, pt. 2: 247-9, 1965). April records arc restricted to Baluchistan and 
^•W.F.P. Breeds locally in Baluchistan (Chagai), and N.W.F.P. (Kohai). 
AfTccls dry scrub jungle, tamarisks and stony, broken country. 

ExlTolimitaL Extends to X.akc Balkhash, Aral Sea and the Caucasus Mts. 
The species ranges west to Spain, Morocco, the Saharan savanna belt, and 
Ethiopia. Winters in southern Arabia and in the dr)» savannas of eastern 
Africa and southern Sahara. 

Migration. Recorded on breeding grounds from April to September. 
Autumn passage lakes place mostly in September (first iitc 28 August, last 
^tc 1 2 October). Post-breeding dispersal may start in July. Spring passage 
in April and early hlay cridcntly by a different route almost entirely by- 
passing India. There b a record from Nasirabad (Baluchbtan) on 1 
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December and one , from Quetta on 1 February suggesting that a feiv 
indiriduals may occasionally spend the winter in this area. 

GENERAL HABITS. A confiding bird. Usually seen singly, running along 
the ground, hopping on to stones etc. with tail erect and wings partly 
drooping; tail fanned out and flicked up from time to time, sometimes 
almost touching back of head. Often perches on bushes, darting to the 
ground to take an insect. Resembles Indian Robin in many of its habits and 
behaviour. 

FOOD. Insects (grasshoppers, caterpillars, bectlesandbuttcrflicsrccorded). 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note given as umlchy wutch (Whitehead). ‘A 
sweet song * usually uttered from the top of a bush. 

BREEDiNC. SeasoHy April to July, a rather large, loose, eup-shaped 
structure made of fine twigs with an inner layer of shredded grass stalks, 
lined with vegetable doum and small feathers; may possibly use old nests of 
Pyawnotus leucogenys and furdoides caudatus (cf. JBNHS 23: 365 and Baker, 
PUdiJicalion 2: 351). Nest usually placed in bushes within a metre from the 
ground. EggSy 3 to 5, very pale grey profusely covered with greyish brown 
specks, blotches and spots, generally more numerous at the large end. 
Average size of 70 eggs 20*9 X 15*4 mm (Baker). Building of nest by both 
sexes, incubation by female, fed on nest by male (Dementiev). The birds 
get very excited when an intruder dbeovers the nest, following him closely 
while uttering their alarm-note, sometimes hovering in the air within a few 
feet. 



Museum Diagnosis. See Fidd CSmacters. 

Juvenile resembles adult but has broad, paleedga to tertials and vring-coverts, 
and very thin farovirnish edges to breast-feathers. Postnuptial moult in July and 
August. 
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VZASTOEJIEKTJ 





Wing 

Bni 

Tarsus 

Tiiil 



(from skull)- 




o'd’ 85-90 - 

16-18 

24-27 

61-67 

mm 

9 9 85-87 

15-16 

24-23 

63-66 

mm 

Wright 11 o’ 9 19-27 (av. 



(SA) 


,21-7) g — SA. 




COLOURS OF BARE TARTS. Iris bro^sn. BUI broN^Ti abo\*c, paler below. t,€gs and 
Orct flesh wth a tinge of gre^% 


Genus Erithacus Cuvier 

Enlhaau CuWer, 1800. Lemons d’Anat Comp. I, tab. 2. T>-pc, by monotypy, 
Mota^iUa Jluheade Linnaeus 

Zusama Forster. 1817, S>'nopt, Cat. Brit. Bds.: 14. Tj’pe, by monotj'py, ^Iria 
iusdraa ~ Luscima mesarhjmthos Brehm 

Cr« 2 «>^/r:fl Brehm, 1828, Isis, col. 920. T>’pc, by monot^’py, MotadUa srtexta 
Linnaeus 

Calliope Gould, 1830, Bds. Europe 2, pi. 1 18. T^T>c, "by tauton^-my, C. iathami = 
Melatilla caUbpe Pallas 

Lanimra Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asiat. Soc- Bengal 6: 102. T)-pe, by original 
designation, Motadlla ^art Pallas 

Temper Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 28. Tj'pe, by monot>’py, 
T'aniger dajsaeas Hodgson 

laaihia Blyth, 1 847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16:1 32, new name for Xem^a Hodg« 
son, 1845, Proc. 2^1. Soc- London: 27. Tj-pe, by original designation, AVmartf 
njilatus Hodgson, nee AVmaro Latreille, 1789 

Small, sparrow-size Turdidae with rather long tarsus. Bill slender, rictal bristles 
verj* short- First primary’ (as.) longer than primary cowts. Juveniles alwa)-s spotted. 


Key to tbe Species 


I Plumage plain brown 


, E. tnegarhjnckos cT 9 


Page 
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Males 

II Plumage partly blue, red or ^-ellow 

A Rtimp yellow £. thiysens 234 

B No yellow on rump 

s Throat bright scarlet 

1 Breast black E. pectoralis 221 

2 Breast pale brown E. calliope 215 

b No scarlet on throat 

3 Base of tail white E. pcclardns 228 

4 Base of tail rufous E. srcticus 217 

5 No rufous or white in tail 

i Underparts white E. ^-ar.e 229 

ii Underparts with some rufous or orange 
o A white supercUium 

a' Underparlsrufous,centreofbellywhiie E. brunaeux 226 


b' Underparts almost entirely yello'vish rufous.. E. indievs 236 
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oo A blue supercilium 




c' Centre of throat rufous 

7- 1 ■ . 



d' Centre of throat while 




Females 



A 

Ups of tail Avhitc 



B 



!:i 

C 




D 

Underparts scaly 

F 


E 

Underparts sullied Avhite, flanks orange 


lx 

F 

Nat as aboAt 


1 Some bluish or slaty on rump 

2 No blubh on upperparts 


tv 


a A white supercilium 




2 Throat rufous-ochre 

b No white supercilium 




3 Throat rich buffas rest of underparts 


tti 


4 Throat White or white >vith dusky specks. Under taO-CQAtm 



Avhitc 


is 


1 642 Persiais Nightingale. Eiithaau msgarl^hs haJLd (Sc^tiUox) 

Lusctnxa Hajizi Sc\*crt 20 v, 1872, Vertik. Turkest. Zhirotn. 8: 120 
(Turkestan) 

Lusemta Colzit Gabani^, 2873, Jour. f. Ont. : 79 (Turkestin) 

Baker. FBI No. 540, Vol 2: 87 
Plate 88. fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Sulbiil (Iran). Tlje W/W/ of Persian poctiy and ser^. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 10 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovc, Uniformly brown, tail more rufous, A pi 
cy coring. Below ^ throat, belly and under tail-covcrts whitish. Sides efee:!, 
breast and flanks pale brown. Sexes alike. 

Resembles shortwings in carriage arid mov’ements. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Occosional risitor during migntec* 
Western Baludiistan (Kacha and Robat in April — Christisoa, JB.VK? 
43: 481). Quetta once in October, once in April; also obtained tberre 
February (JBNHS 31: 709). Has strayed to the Oudh tcrai in Octclrr 
(SF 4: 500). Affects bushes and gardens. 

Exlralimital. Breeds in Russian Turkestan, cast to the Caspian Sea aal 
south to Afghanistan and Iran. The species ranges west through Asia kfc.M 
to England, Spain and Morocco. 

jkUGRATiON takes place mostly in April and early September. 

GENERAL HABITS. Very sccrctivc. Haunts low bushes, usually wtl-iaj 
couple of metres from the ground. Feeds on the ground, hopping triib tiJ 
partly erect and flicked from time to time. 

food. Cluefly insects. 

VOICE and calls. \''cry silent during migration, On brewing 
utters a soft but loud Anre/and a croaking Xmr in addition Wits majwficttt 
song. For* description of the song sec Witlierby, 2: 188. 
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BREEDING. Extrallimtal. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Species and Field Characters. PosinupUal 
moult takes place from mid July to raid August. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Tail 

9 5 8 ^ 93 } 

(Dementiev) 

BiD, from skull (one) 18 ram; tarsus 22 mm 
Weight 4 cTcf 23-26'5 g (Dementiev). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS.- Iris hazel. Bill dark brown, paler below. Legs and feel 
light brown. 


1643. Rubythroat. Erithactis calliope (Pallas) 

Sfoiacilla Calliope Pallas, 1776, Rcise Russ. Relchs 3: 697 (k'cnisci) 

Baker, FBI No. 542, Vol. 2: 91 
Plate 88, fig. 7 , 

LOCAL NAMES. Gengyla (Nepal); CuattgcTa (Bengal). 

SIZE. Sparrow i J length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FTELD aiARACTERs. Male (adult). Above, oIi\'c-bro\%'n, no white in tail. 
Lores black; a conspicuous white supercilium. Below, chin and tliroat scarlet 
bordered Mith a black line on sides of cliin ; a broad white malar stripe. 
Breast and flanks pale bufHsh browm; belly Ts-hitish, 

Female like male, also with white supercilium, but throat white, some- 
times faintly tinged with pink, without any blai^ Belly and under tail- 
covcrts buff. 

Male distinguished from Himalayan Ruby'throat (1647) by the absence 
of black on breast. Female very similar to nightingale (1642) distinguished 
only by while supcrciUura; female Himala>’an Rubythroat has a darker 
gny*, not fulvous browm breast, contrasting Tvith white bciiy and svhitc- 
tipped tail. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Uncommon srintcr visitor, Assam, 
Nagaland, Manipur, all parts of Bangladesh and south to the Chittagong 
region, and eastern India from the Bhutan foothills, Bengal duars, $ikkim 
and Nepal [to west-central Nepal (Rand & Fleming, 1957)] and up to 
e, 1500 m (Dicssclhorst, 1968) south through Bihar, Bengal, Orissa, eastern 
Madh >*3 Pradesh and northeastern Andhra Pradesh (Godavari delta). 
Within this area, recordwl as (airly common only in Hailakandi and 
Vishakhapatnam districts. West of range, isolated examples recorded 
only in theSatpuras [date ?, SF2: 413), Delhi (NoA-eraber. JBNHS 47: 280) 
and Bharalpur, Rajasthan (September, XewsUtter for Birdwatchers 8(8): 7, 
1967). Since then found to be a scarce but fairly reg^ar visitor (on passage?) 
to Bliaratpor, between September and December. Affects dense scrub 
in the riciniW of As-ater. hedges near A-illagcs, underbrush along sides of 
couniTA* roads, long grass, sugarcane or reeds, and sometimes tea gardens. 

Extrelzmilal Breeds in Siberia from the Ural Mts to Anadyr, Kamchatka 
and Hokkaido. Winters also through the northern Indochinese countries 
and southern China to Formosa and the PhiUppincs. 


Eritheevs co///ope 



Distributional range 
Breeding Winier ^ 

MIGRATION. Noted in wdntcr quarters from 1 October 
‘April. On migration (?) recorded at Debra Dun 
) September {Ibis 1067: 453) and Sikkim, 4500 m on 
4cA’ens). A strayed bird wtis recorded on board a ship •* h 
)mbay * in NoA’cmbcr (SF 9; 405). , ' 

GENERAL HADns. Usually found singly. Feeds mmtly on 
It abo among low bushes and reeds. Has a habit of flicking iw 
tni-<xpandcd tail over the back. Carriage and mo\Tm<w 
tout rapidly in short spurts — abo similar to those of c 
abythroat (1647) and the Bluethroat (1645), qq-'". 

FOOD. Insects and their larvae. hinH 

VOICE and calls. .fUarm-note, a loud rattling. Call-note a 
f rather like Jungle Babbler’s, sometimes foIIoAved by P r/ri 

ng. *A plaintiAT Avhbtling noise * giA*cn by male (/bis 18-14. ) 

thb attempt at song in the winter quarters. 

Mcttum Diagnosis. See Field Characten and Key to ihe . 
rds arc dbu'nguuhed by ocliraceous tips to greater coverts. 

MEASUREMENTS - 

wing Bill Tamil 

(from skull) 

tPO 71-80 15-10 26-31 

(inv. BB, SA. 

Wright I o’ 23 s (SDR); > (I>«-) 19'5rlBB): 1 o' 

9 (March) 20- 1 B (GD). _ ^ r-'-’ 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Ins brown. Bill hght bfcmn to 

$e. Legs and feet pale plumbeous or homy brown; cla**R darker- 
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Ewthacus sveocus (Linnaeus) 

Key to t&e Sabcpccieo 


i FZattron darker blue 

1 Star xmaller, bill longer (av. 17*5 mm)....'. ,E. s. eibotti 

2 Star larger, bni shorter (av. 16 mm).... E,x.svedau 

B Plastron paler blue 

3 Darkest of all races E, s. satureHor 

4 Palest of all races E. s. peXUdogulais 
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J644. Northera Blnethroat. Enihaais sveciau svtticus (Linnaeus) 
Motaeilla raceiee linnaem, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 187 (Sweden) 
CjOTuctda Tveciea rcBasia Buturlin, 1907, Fsov. Rush. Okh., No. 6 
(Kolyma Delta) 

iMievaa soeciea tctigoldi Kleinsdunidt, 1924, Abb. Bcr. Mus. Dresden 16 (2) : 43 
(Bago, Northern Chihli) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 536 and 538, VoL 2: 83 and 83 
PUte 88, fig. 9 

LOCAx. KAMzs. As in 1645. 

nzK. Sparrow ± ; length C.-15 cm (6 in.). 

riTXD CHARACTERS. As in 1645, q.v. 

STATUS, uisTRiBUTTON and HABITAT. Winter visitor, locally common, 
tetree south of lat. 20^. Pakistan and India fiom the Himalayan foothills 


ErMboeus sroclott 



Breeding {ahhotti) Numerals, vdntcr spedmens identified 
I rwdau (>fi44)'S paUidogalans (1645). 5 chbotH (1646]. 4 saturetiar (1646a). 


south to Ceylon (cf. Phillips, W. W'. A., Spolia 28: 190) and Anda»- 

man Islands (cf. Meinertzhagen, ihis 1927 : 591), and-cast to Assam (Stcvxns, 
JBNHS 23 : 260). Given for all parts of Bangladesh as chhotH by Raslud, 
but subspecific identification virtually impossible in winter and these arc 
probably srccicus or satmaixor since ahbotti and pdlidogidaris appear to winter 
farther wTst. Affects sugarcane, cotton fields, grass jungle, reeds, bushes 
near water, gardens and fallow fiel^. 

Extralimtcl, Breeds in northern Eurasia from Scandinavia to Chukotskiy 
Peninsula and western Alaska. IVintcrs in North Africa, Iraq, Iran, the 
Indochinese countries and southern China. 

HicRATiOK. On spring and autumn passage throughout the Himalayas, 
mostly in April and September. 

CEIlERAl. HABTTS, TOOT) and VOICE. As in 1645. 

BREEnmc. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. For details of plumages sec 
Dementiev, translation Vol. 6, p. 696. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tml 

76 (?(? 

68-79 

(13) 11-121 



(av. 72*8) 

(av. 11-38) 1 

55-58 " mm 

10 9 9 

64-73 
(av, 69*4) 

(3) 11-11 -4 J 



(Dementiev) 


Wdght 13 I3'4-22*8 (av. 16*9) g (Demcntic\’). 

COLOURS or DARE PARTS. Iris brown. BUI black or brown; mouth bright ydlow. 
Legs and feet blackish brown; soles yellow. 


1645. Turkestan Blnetiiroat. Erithacus svtcicus pdlidogulans (Zarudny) 

C.{jixnudti) sxudea var. pcllidogulais Zarudny, 1897, Mater. 1' poznaaiu Fauny i 
Ffory Ross. Imp. 3: 186 (Orcnbi^) 

C^esieada disassa Madarasr, 1902, Termesz. F&zctdr ^5: 535 (Transcaspia) 

Cycmtctda saedca otelensxs Zarudny, 1916, IrvesL Turkest. Otd. Russk, Geogr. 
ObshL 12: 71 (delta of SvT-Daiya) 

CxoM^lsia sveeica kobdertsrs Tugarinov, 1929, Ann. Mus. ZooL Acad. Sci., Lenin- 
grad, 29 (1928) : 9 (Uliassutai) 

Cjano^lsia snecica kaschganams Tugarino^’, 1929, ibid.: 10 (Varkand-Dar^'a) 
Baker, FBI No. 537, Vol. 2: 85 

LOCAL NAMES. (Kashmir), A7/ AnnlAt, Husdni piida (Hindi); DirmMI; 

(Sind); Gun^igerc, Gur/wren (Bengali). 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FtELo CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Above, brorni; sides of tail rufous at 
base. A long, bufiish superdliura. Below, throat and breast blue uith a 
rufous, white, or rufous-and-white spot (or ‘ star *) in the centre; plastron 
edged wth black on breast and a broader rufous band. Centre of belly 
whitish; flanks and under tail-coverts huffish. 

Female like male but without any blue, this colour replaced by huffish 
white and brown streaks on sides of throat. Rufous spot and breast-band 
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much reduced. Flrst-'winter female >vhitcr below wth large, dark brown 
ipots and streaks on breast and rides of throat. 

In both sexes black-tipped orange-chestnut tail conspicuous in flight and 
when spread out and co^ed. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION And HABITAT Common winter visitor, Pakistan 
from N.W.F.P, to Sind (where it is the prcviuUng race), central and coastal 
Makran, and India south at least to Bombay, Londa (Koelz, JBNHS 43 : 
14, subspecies not detennined) and Nagpur, and cast to the Bhutan foot- 
hills and Jalpaiguri duan. An abundant passage migrant in the western 
Himala)’as west of Nepal; recorded as high as 4800 m (Henderson, 1873, 
Lakore to Tarkand p. 214, cf. HcUmayr, 1929: 115). Affects reeds, clumps 
of grass, tamarisk and other bushes near water, bushes around wcU-^vatcr^ 
cultis-aiion, and fields of maize, com, sugarcane, etc, Abo dry tidal mud- 
flats on the sea coast with salt-marsh vegetation. 

ExiraltmiUil. Breeds from the southern Urab and Transcaspia to 
Kirghizstan and Tadzhikstan. Winters svest to Iran. 

MIGRATION. First autuinn migrants arrive in Baltbtan and Himalayan 
foothilb in early September (first dates 4 and 7 Sept.); migrants already 
noticed in the last week of August in Kohat (ssp,?). In Kashmir Valley 
passage b at its heariest in the second part of September and early October. 
Northsv’ard movement begins in early March (Chagai, 4 March) and lasts 
untn nud May (Himalayan foothilb, HW) and end of May (Kohat, 
WTiitcbcad). Tvlost birds however have left the Peninsula by the first week 
of April. These data ccrt^ly include the other subspecies, soecicus, salwatioT 
and abbotti, as well. 

GENERAL HABITS. Mainly teiTCstrial: skulking, shy and unobtTusivc, thus 
often escaping observation. Keeps ringly, like other robins and chats, feeding 
on damp ground under bushes with tail cocked and spread out, stopping 
every now and again to pick up a morsel. ^Vhea alarmed or suspicious, 
’slinks s%>iftly to erntr %\Tth quick mincing steps, head lowered furrively, 
body dipped fonvard and tail cocked os'cr back, sometimes nearly doubl^ 
tover, seeming then as if the bird would topple beds over head; erects itself 
i^xry couple of metres or so to have another look at the intruder before the 
rn^ spurt, iNTien flushed, usually db'cs behind another bush almost imme- 
giving no more than a fleeting glimpse of the expanded rufous tail 
RS the only clue to its identity. Roosts with swallows, wagtaUs, etc. in recd- 
beds and bushes in or near water. 

TOOD. Insects: beetles, ants, caterpillars, cutworms, etc. 

^1 vxucc and calls. As in 1646. 

( *REeding. Extralimital. 

Museum Diacnocs. Differs from nvrinu by paler blue colour of plastron. Upper- 
^parti often paler and somewhat gre>-cr. Differs from ciSett' in bring paler above 
•**d havmg las black at low-er end of blue plastron. 

•“AR.HEAffi.vrS 


> 

f 

wing 

Em 

(from skull) 

Taxsta 

Taa 

70-75 

15-16 

25-27 

55-58 mm 

1* 9 9 

70-74 

15-16 

— 

— mm 

(CBT, HW) 
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Wing 100 ePeP 67-75 (av. 70*2); 17 9 9 67-73 (av. 70*2) mm (Dementiev). 
coLOLTts or BARE PARTS. Irfs dark brown. Bill homy brown; gape yellow; 
mouth bright lemon-yellow’. Legs, feet and daws homy brown; soles yellow. 

1646. rjrfahh Blnethroat* Enthaais stedcus abbotti (Richmond) 

CjojwuJc abbotii Richmond, 1896, Proc. U.S. NaL Mus. 18: 484 
(Nubra Valley, Ladak) 

Baker, FBI No. 539, VoL 2: 86 
local names. As in 1645. 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length e. 15 cm (6 in.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1645, q.v. Scc Muscum Diagnosis. 
status, DxvnuBunoN and habitat. Summer (breeding) visitor, locally 
common. Gilgil, Baldstan, Ladakh, northern Kashmir (Pashgam, Zaskar 
Range, liddar Valley) and Spiti (Koclz, Ibis 1937: 91), from2600 to 3600 m. 
Affects bushes on swampy ground, especially pat^cs of Hippophae and 
Lomcaa in riv'cr beds and by streams. V/intcr range very little knowm: 
recorded in winter in Gujarat (Sdlim Ali, JBNHS 52 : 767), and at Nasirabad 
(Rajasthan) and Tista Bridge (northern Bengal) [Meinertzhagen, Ibis 
1927: 591]. Habitat in winter as in 1645. 
migration. Identified on passage through Kashmir in early May. 
GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1645. For display scc below. 

VOICE and calls. Normal call-note a harsh cfotr-r or ckuck, chuck like 
Blyth’s Reed Warbler. Alarm-note tick tick. Song in breeding season variable, 
reminiscent of the nightingale’s but shorter, less rich ; usually uttered from 
the topmost twig of a bush with tail esqianded. Occasionally flics up in the 
air and sings on the wing while desccndii^, in the manner of a pipiL Song 
sometimes also heard in winter quarters in April from belated emigrants. 

breedino. Season, May to August, Xest, a deep cup of grass, rootlets and 
leaves lined WTth finer grass and fibres; placed on the ground, well concealed 
in grass at the base of a bush. Eggs, normally 4, occasionally 3 or 5, pale 
olh’e-grccn, cither plain or lightly suffused with pale rufous markings, 
especially at the broad end. Average size of 22 eggs 19*9 X 14*8 mm and 
of 20 eggs 19*1 X 14*3 mm (Osmaston); of 3G ^gs 19*1 X 14*2 mm 
(Baker). Other particulars orbreeding biology not recorded. 

Museum Diacnoso. Differs from paUidogderis in being darker brownish above, 
in hav’uig the blue of plastron darker and the star smaller; the latter may vary 
from white to rufoits-and-whitc or entirely rufous. Birds with white star appear to 
predominate (HcHmayr, 1929; Osmaston, His 1925: 683). B3I asTraging longer 
(17*5 mm— ' Vaurie) than in other races occurring in our iciritory (av. 16 mm). 
For details of plumage scc Richmond, 1893, Pne, U.S. AcL Mus. 18: 484. 
measurements 


3 d’e? 

'Vmg 

71-72 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

27-28 

Tail 

56-57 mm 

cf9 

72-74 

16*7-17*5 


(Richmond) 

— mm 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. 

(Hartert) 

Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brown. 
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1646a. Centra] Asian Bloethroat. Eriihacus svtciais saturaltor (Sushidn) 

Cyanecula svedca satvratxor Suahkm, 1925, List DIstrib« Birds Russian Altai, p, 77 
(Djoicvo, near Minusinsk) 

Cya-ntada sotcica alUtiec SusHkin, 1925, ibid. p. 77 (Kosh Agach, Altai) 

Cyano^lvia swcica tianshaniea Tugarinov, 1929, Annuairc Mus. Zool. Acad. Sd. 
URSS 29 (1928), p. 9 (Baim Gol, Tien Shan) 

Cyano^lvia swdco. przevalskxi Tugarinov, 1929, ibid, p, U (Zaganbulyk, Ala Shan 
Range) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

1.0CAL NASfES. Nooc rccordcd. 

SKE. Sparrow i ; length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 1645, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor. Two records : Siliguri, 
northern Bengal (Meinertzhagen, /6iy 1927; 592) and A^ifabad, Andhra 
Pradesh (Meinertzhagen, in epist. reviewing Hyderabad Survey specimens). 
Also noted on passage in southeastern Tibet (Ludlow & Kinnear, Ibis 
1937: 271). Habitat probably as in 1645. 

ExtralimitaL Breeds in central Asia from the Pamirs and Tien Shan north 
to the Sayan Mts and northern MongoHa, and east to eastern Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS^ FOOD and VOICE. As in 1645, 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museium Diagnosis. Like svecicus but more smoky, browner or more iulvesccnt 
above; plastron and star as in paUidcgularis, but upperparts darker even thMoHotti, 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing .Bill 



(from skull) 

5 (j'd' (Tekkes area) 

69-71 I5-5-I7 

mm 

12 ri'e? (Tarim basin) 

71-76 16-5-17 

mm 


(one 18) 


2 (ft? (Gyantsc, passage) 

73, 76 — 

mm 

3 9 9 

71-73 — 

mm 


(Kinnear) 


Hyderabad Sun'cy Sp. No. 455 ^ Wing 77 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1646. 

tnm (SA) 


ErITHACUS PECTORALIS (Gould) 


Key tP tfae Sabspedes 

Page 


E. p. tschtbaiewi 

A A white malar streak 

B No malar streak 

225 


i Darker slate above 


224 

U Paler, brownish slate above 


221 


1647. West Himalayan Rubythroat. ErithacuspecioralispecloTatis (Gould) 


Cailiope ptcloralis Gould, 1837, leones Avium, pi. 4, text 
(Himalayas s® western Himalayas vide Hartcrt, 1909, V«g. pal. Fauna 1: 739) 
Baker, FBI No. 543, VoL 2; 92 
Plate 88, fig, 8 

LOCAL NAMES- Gangulc (Nepal); TdqmthSt (Kashmir). 

SEE. Sparrow i ; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Above, bro\vnisb slaty; forehe.'id and 
superciliura white. Wings broAvn; tail blackish brown with white base and 
tips. Below, chin and throat scarlet; sides of throat and br«ist jet bUck* 
belly and under tail-coverts white. 

Female. Above, ^ey-bro\vnj a short superdlium and eye-ring uhltish. 
Tail bladdsh brown with white rips. Below, breast smoky grey fading to 
whitish lower dmvn. For distinction from the Siberian species £. wliwv 
see 1643. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Summer (breeding) visitor, fairly 
common. Baltistan, GUgit, Kagan Valley, Kashmir, Pir Panjal to upper 
, Suru Valley, Kishtwar, Zaskar, Rhotang range, east to Simla, Kumaon and 
central Nepal (Loivndes, JBNHS 53; 32; Dcsfajrs, Tharc Pati 3300 m, 
right record of breeding bird). Recorded at 4500 m in Nepal in ^vintcr by 
Rand & Fleming. Breeds between 2700 m [Kagan Valley, Whitehead, 


Erfthocus pectorohs 



Distributi onal^ ranges 

HillHlIl Breeding Winter 

CHD Isolated winter records, I 


1 pectorolis (1647). 2 tonfum (1648}. 3 tsekth&xnA (1649). 

and Gilgit (adult and juv. obtained at 2700 and 2800 m in July by 
Biddulph)) and 4500 m. Affects dwarf rhododendron, juniper and other 
scrub, beds of broken rocks, scree-fans and grassy hillsides, mostly a^vc 
timber-line, but also high humid rhododendron forest (Nepal). Winter 
data very scanty; regular in DchnuDun (BBO), uncommon m Nepal Kom 
C.450 to 1500 m (Proud; Fleming & Traylor 1968; Rand & F cming I9 j 7; 
Scully). Two records from the Peninsular Sultanpur, U.P. '(Httmc coJi.; 
and Londa, Mysore (Koclz, JBNHS 43 : 14). In this season frequents dense 
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scrub, hedgerows and cultivation affording sufficient cover; also marshy 

Breeds also in Russian Turkestan north to Ala Tau, south 

to the Manasarovar region, W. Tibet (Sdlim J*®; Gavrilov^ 

an excellent account of the breeding biology .n *e Tien Shan see Gavniov. 

E. I. & Kovshar, A. F., 1970, JBNHS 67: 14-25. 

MIORATION. Recorded on breeding grounds from mid April unul the 
end of Septembe. Passage noted at mid 

Nepal Valley from early March till the third week of April, and in late 
September and October. * n , 

Lneral HAnn.. Solitary outside the breeding 
secretive. Feeds on the ground; ventures into the open but darts to cover 
on the slightest alarm. In the breeding season commonly perches in e.xpos^ 
sltuations^o sing. Stance while singing upright, 'vith^tail loosely depr“s^ 
rmaUy not cocked) and wings partly drooped. Otherwise artions and 
behaviour very simUar to Bluethroat and typically 
longish legs or runs siviftly in spurts with tail erect ^d flicked up from time 
to time, wings drooping at sides. For display, see 1649. 

FOOD Chiefly insects and caterpillars ; also spiders and molluscs. Lizard 

likened to an accentor’s or Pied Bushchat’s, of three 
tion; usually given from the top of a shrub or 

commences at early dawn and continues well into the dusk, ^ong repeated 
almost continuously -to point of monotony - for half to one 
time, the scarlet throat-patch scintfllating with 

cularly eye-catching in poor light (SA). Sec also 1648. Call-note a hanh 
U like Turdoides (SA). Alarm-note near nest, i( . . . i( . . . similar to Blac 

^ BtS:DWo°"/^S!’end of May to beginning of August. ' 

JV«(, usnaUy domed tvith a large entrance on the «de near the 
like a coconut with a good slice taken diagona ly off a top 9""*^. ^ 

Lowther); sometimes-a very deep enp in which 

nearly touches its head. The material consists entirely of dry J'* « 
lining of finer grass. Site: well concealed under shrubs, m a tuft of rank 

nfaS^ter ed“^ iSly witW^?^^ 

Ldefirmlnel Bo* p™^SVe"yo"commonly brood-parasitized . 

by Cunitus cenorus- uchiaUtd by lack of the white malar stripe. 

Moseuu DtAonosts. DiSe ^ fcmale-like pluinase 

See also 1649. dlstingu by pale tip, to 

can be told by while yrt' ° jr further by nnty-tinged tip, of rcctricei. Young 

greater coverts I,,;! por detail, of plumage, ,M Baker, loc. cit. 

sootted: mala with white base to crealer covert,. 




Wing 

68-78 


measurements 

Tarsus Tail 

30 56-64 mm 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull 18 mm j , . i _4 ». .. 

cotoua, or Baku rABTS. Iri, dark brown. Bill black. I^g, and feet black or 

brownish black. 

1648. Eastern Rebythroat. Erithacus ptctmlix cmfusui (Hartcrt) 

iMcinia ptcmciu raa/ma Hafleit, 1909, V6g. pal. Fauna 1 : 740 (Sikkim) 
Baker, FBI No. 544, Vol. 2: 93 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 15 cm (6 ”i-)- 

riEU, c^RACTERS. As in 1647, q.v. Sec Museum DiRgn««^ 

STATUS msTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Common summer (breeding) VI itor. 

EaJte™ d^Biswas, 1961; Dle»elhont, 1968) and Sikkim. Ludlow . 

Bhutan reemd, f6tr 1937: 272, i, qumtioned 

1944' 186 Intcrct^rica with pectorahs in central Nepa . 

36m and 4900 m Affects dwarf scrub well “Bove timber-Imj «pea^^ 

.sF II: >99) '» 0- 

P^ra^gStw^b ‘BB =»son affgets dense scrub and long gnus 
sec 1649, under Voice and Calls. 

FOOD. Mostly inseert, some iotm mixed with 

VOICE and cAtts. Song consists o p ^ j but not ,o rich, 

many hatsh ones, rather simiHr to that of 'B' “'0'“ p^M> 

at times reminding one of the European rtcdge bp 
Stnphmu [1782] (Dlesselhorst). nionth mcotly 

bVeed.no. Sxam. June to Angus : s ptember! U U 

broods; fledglings being fed by parenU oWed n «rty Sep 
not cerlain if all females have a second br^. A«/ and ,gs> « 

Only females have an incubation patch (Diesselhoist). 

mLuu IhAONom. hfale, Bkr of up;^ 

summer, a deep blackish .late; while on forehead wider. 

upperparu darker compared with pttKrxlu- in mmmer ear- 

throat and brily- 
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Juvenile, dark warmer brown above; the jpolting below hca\’icr and darker 
than in ptcVrrclxs. (For distinction from tsckeboinci see 1 649.) Juvenal plumage is Vi*om 
for at least a month after the young has become fuU-fiedged. Postnuptial moult takes 
place in September. 

MZASUREMEKTS. As in 1647. 

Weight 9 d’d’ UuJy-Scpt.) 21*5-25-2: 4 9 V a^Jy-Sept.) 2I-7-23-7: 8 juv. 
{Aug.-Sept.) 22-24-7 g (GD). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1647. 

1649 . Tibetati Rubythroat. Enthacus pecloralis Ischebdnd (Przcv'alski) 

CeUinlx TuhbauaiVrzcnhld, 1876, Mongol, i Str. Tangut 2: 44 (Kansu) 
Baker, FW No. 545, Vol. 2: 94 

LOCAL NAUE. Dco gulug^M (Cachari). 

SIZE, sparrow ± ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

held character. As in 1648 but with a conspicuous white moustache 
in male and an indication of same in female. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Summer (breeding) visitor, locally 
common. Breeds in Tibet, south to extreme eastern Ladakh [between Raima 
and Tsaka la. (Ostnaston, JBNHS 31: 984 and Ibis 1925: 685)], northern 
Bhutan and northern Aninachal Pradesh both north and south of the main 
range (Ludlow, Ibis 1937: 272, 1944: 186 and 1951; 560). Breeds bettveen 
3900 and 4500 ra. Affects juniper and rhododendron scrub and especially 
Tibetan furze {Caragana), often near streams. ^Vmtc^s from the foothills of 
eastern Nepal (Fleming & Traylor, Fieldiana 35: 545), northern Bengal, 
Bhutan, Anmachal Pradesh to the Mishmi hilb, south through Assam and 
Bangladesh (Rashid). Arrives in September (6rst dale 6 Sept.), leaves in 
March-April (last date 24 April) [Stevens]. In this season affects marshes 
and dense scrub. 

ExtralimilaL Tibet, Sikang, Kansu, Szechuan and northern Yunnan. 
Not kno^sm to winter in Burma though presumably docs so. 

MiCRATioH takes place mostly in April and October. Recorded on passage 
in April in Kashmir (Meinertzhagen, Ibis 1927: 589), Nepal (Fleming &. 
Traylor, FfrW-Vui 35: 545) and Sikkim (MandelU). 

CEKERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1648. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note given as a long-drawn suit suu (Schafer); 
sec also 1647. hlalc sings from a prominent twag, shifting its body in every 
direction when excited and fl>'ing in ccstas)’ from bush-top to bush-top. 
During display, head is held high, neck and red throat-patch puffed out, 
wings drooping at sides, tail fanned and held at a 45® angle, thus flashing 
its white (Schafer); cf. 1647. 

BREEDING. As in 1W8. 

Museum Diacnosb. Male distinguished from peclordis and conftmu by the 
broad white moustache; white at base of tail less extensive. White over base of bM 
not wider than supercUium as in pectoralis, but less wide than in csmfusvs. 

Female may :dso show white moustache, and some have crimson chin; whitish 
fupcrdlium alwa>'8 present (sometimes almost absent in confanis) but not c\'cry 
spedmen can be differentiated. Young (juvenile) very distinct: Upperparts 
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blackish brown, with cream spots and streaks (in confusus warm brown, in fvctcralis 
grc>Tsh brovn, with ochraceous spoU and streaks); underparis very heavily 
spangled, as in wn/srar, and darker still (Ticchurst, Ibis 1940; 330). Colour of )t)ung, 
howc%’cr, b ^'ariablc as noted by Diosclhorst (1968: 289) for cvnfusus. 

MEASUREMENTS 



IVmg 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o’? 

73-81 

33 

58-66 

(Baker) 

o’*? 

74-83 

— 

— 

99 

68-71 

— 

(mv) 


Bill from skull 15-17 mm 

COLOURS OF BARE BARTS. As in 1648. 

1650, 1651.*^ Indian Blue Chat. Erithacus bnmnsus (Hodgson) 

Lcrrinra bnovua Hodgson, 1837, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 6: 102 (Nepal) 
Larvivora trv.rja engasr^a Koeir, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India4: 41 
(Tekhubama, Naga Hills) 

Lcnircra irkkJiam Baker, 1916, NoviL Zool. 23: 298 (Chin Hilb) 

Baker, FBI No. 484, Vol. 2; 14 
Plate 88, fig. 11 

LOCAL NAME. MatizhU pho (Lcpcba). 

SIZE. Sparrow ^ ; length f. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Above, slaty blue. A conspicuous 
white supercilium; lores and cheeks black. Below, throat, breast and flanks 
bright chestnut or ochraceous ; throat bordered with black. Centre of belly 
and under tail-coverts white. 

Female. Above, oUve-brown. Below, whitbh \vashcd \vith ochraceous on 
breast and flanks. Young dark broum ssith buff spots. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Commoti summcr (breeding) 
vbilor, scarce cast of Nepal. The Himala>*as from N.W.F.P. (Safed Koh) 
cast to Bhutan, Anmachal Pradesh (Tsangpo gorge — Ludlow, Ibis 1951: 
558), Nagaland (Koelz, loc. dt.), Manipur ?, and in the Cachar and Khasi 
hills, where very rare (Baker, JBNHS 8: 200 and 17: 788). Breeds between 
1600 and 3300 m. Affects dense undergrowth of rhododendron, ringal 
bamboo, Berberis and other bushes in open oak or conifer forest. Winters in 
Ceylon (especially in the bilk up to 2100 m), in the hills of southwestern 
India (western M>*sorc from Londa south to the Ashambu hills ofKcrala), in 
the hills of Assam and Bangladesh and, occasionally at least, in the eastern 
Himalayan foothills [Sikkim, Daijccling (Stevens, Mackintosh)]. Assam 
population ‘ apparently resident. In svinter frequents almost cxclusb'cly 
evergreen forest; partial to Ruhus, Pandanus and Calamus brakes along shady 
forest streams and in dank ravines; abo cardamom and coffee plantation. 

Extralimital. Extends to Burma (Chin Hills), northwestern Yimnan, 
Szechuan and southwestern Kansu. 

» L. tciekJierti was described from a single unsexed rpeamen which could be a m^e in 
* rciarded * plumage, or an old female. We follow Stresemann {Mitt. Mus. Btrlin 24: 
227, 1940) in considering il a lynon^Tn of truwuj. 
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ErhiMeut bntnnw 



MIGRATION. Arrives on breeding grounds in May, Icav'cs in September; 
dowTiward mov'cmenl begins in August. Passage in the foothiUs lasts till the 
beginning of October; passage in the Pcninsxila mostly in October. Arrives 
in winter quarters in southern India and Ceylon in October, remains until 
April, a fc\s* indiriduals until May. Northward movement eWefly in April. 
Migration follows mostly in the forest-clad Western Ghats; in the Eastern 
Ghats recorded only in spring. 

GENERAL HABITS. TctTcstrial, forcst-haunting and unobtrusive. Keeps 
singly, skulking in hca\y undergrowth among the tangled stems and Io:ve5t 
branches, dropping to the ground and hopping along swiftly to snatdi an 
insect, and back again. Flirts its tail like a redstart and spreads and jerks 
it up from time to time, wth occasional flicks of the wings. When disturbed 
flics up into a low tree but descends almost immediately; othensTse seldom 
shows itself except in the breeding season when males come up to exposed 
bush-tops etc. to sing. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-notes a guttural tack^tuck and a high-pitched 
Istt when near nest, punctuated by ckr~r. Song consists of a few introductory 
notes, at first soft then growing louder, followed by a rapid trill or jumble 
of notes; rendered as jari’Jem-Jeni quick-^ck^^jzck^quick (Magrath). Also 
described as commencing with a loud peep, slowly and dchT>cratdy repealed 
a or 4 tiroes in ascending scale, follms’rf b^- an explosive trill of 4 or 5 
quick-repeated rv%*ect notes ending abruptly. Usually sings in the imdcr- 
growih or in the crowns of rhododendrons or pines; often from an exposed 
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situation such as the top branches of a fir. Song period, mid April till mid 
July with a resumption in August and September; may sometimes also be 
heard in winter quarters until December, but bird very* silent thcreaficr. 

BREEDiKc. Season, May to July, JNVjrf, a cup of moss, dry grass, dead 
leaves and lichen, lined M*ith fur, hair, fine rootlets and often a few feathers; 
placed on the ground, generally on a bank, well concealed between roots, 
in a cavity among stones, etc. Eggs, normally 4, occasionally 3 (once 5), 
blue, unspotted. Average size of 5 eggs 20-4 X 14-8 mm (Osmaston); of 
50 eggs 20 X 14*6 mm (Baker). Incubation apparently by female alone; 
nest-feeding by both sexes. Incubation period undetermined. Often brood- 
parasitized by Cuculus jmcTopUrus. For details of breeding in captirity sec 
Aviaxltural Magazine lb'. 265-70, 1969. 

Museum Diacnoso. See Field Characters; for details of plumages Whistler, 
JBNHS 38; 283. Postnuptial moult complete, in August and September; summer 
and winter plumages alike, no spring moulL Young spotted. Postjuvcnal moult of 
body-feathers, presumably about Augusl-Scplember. 

MEASURESIENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus 

(from skull) 

d'd’ 72-80 \ _ 

pp 71-76/ 

(BB, H\V, Koclz) 

Weight 3 d’d’ (May) 16-5-18: 3 P P (May) 17-5-20 g — GD. 4 (fp (Oct., 
on passage) 14-19 g — SA 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black in summer, homy brown above 
and fleshy below in winter. Legs and feet brownish flesh. 

1652. Firethroat. Erilhaeus peclardens (Darid) 

C.lelliepe) peeterdms Darid, 1871, Nouv. Arch. Mus. Paris, 

Bull. Cat. no. 167 nom. rad. 

Calliope peetsTuens David, in Darid et Oustalet, 1877, OIs. de la Chinc-l : 236 
(Moupin = Paohing, eastern Sikang) 

Xiuctriia Davidi Oustalet, 1892, Bull. Mus. Paris: 222 (Tatsicniu) 

Lasevde dcrdics Koclr, 1954; Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1 ; 12 
(Phulbari, Garo Hills) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
PUtc 88, fig. 10 

LOCAL NASizs, NoQc rccordcd. 

nzE. Sparrow i ; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male fadult). Above, bluish slaty. Forehead, lores, 
round the c:>’e, diceks and sides of throat black; a whitish patch on sides of 
neck. Upper tan-cm“crts blade; tail blacHsh brosvn, inner rcctriccs (except 
central) white at base. Below, chin, throat and breast flame-coloured widely 
borde r ed with black on sides. Belly white washed ssnih buff, flanks bro:vnish 
buff. 

Female. Above, olis*c-brown. Below, throat pale ochraceous. Sides of 
head, neck, breast and flanks ochraceous brown. Belly white more or less 
washed \rith ochraceous; tinder tafl-coverts ochraceous. 


TaU 

r 45-53 mm 
\ 44-50 mm 
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P^-. 

status, DBTMimoK and habitat.' Rare winter visitor: presumablv 
regular but overlooked. One record: Garo Hills, 18 January 1950 (Koelz^ 
loc. at.). Affects dense bushes. ^ tt^oelz, 

®r?^oS“”, S’*’”*’’ south=astem 

thr^itlrs I northwestern Yunnan 

re ^nn “b'’ Kans“ Shensi, from e. 2800 m 

tl (Szechuan). On breeding grounds affects dense thichets 

re S^beiry in valley bottoms. May be expected to breed 

in northern Anmachal Pradesh. 

GENERAL H^fTs. An arrant skulker; keeps to the densest thickets 
iiehaves more hkc a blue chat than a rubythroat. 

FOOD. Probably insects. 

VOICE and^cALLS. Alarm-note resembles that ot Erithacus nammts [16551 
(Ludiow). Song unknown. ^ 

BREEDING. Unknown. 

Museum Diaohosis. See Fi? Id Characters. Young spotted j (Offers from that of 
E. pecloralu in the more uniform and darker colour of upperparts and absence of 
white tip to tail. For distinction from E. cbicurm (extralimital) see Goodwin D & 
Vaurie, G, 1956, BuU. Brit. Om. Cl 76:, 141-3, and Ripley, S. D., 1957,i>«rf//e 


MEASUREMENTS 



12 

d’e? 

Wing 

69-73 ■ 

Bill 

(from skull) 
16-17 

10 

d'tj' 

64-71 

15-17 

I 

e 

70 

(from gape) 
16 


Tarsus 


Tail 


2&-28 48-53 mm 

{Goodwm & Vaurie) 

— 58-58 mm 

(SDR) 

28 72 [?] mm 

(Koelz) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ills black or brown (ad. cf), grey (1st year <fi), brown 
(juv. in spotted plumage) fj. F. Rock]. Bill (dry skin) blackish (o’), dark brown ( . 
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STATO, DBT^TO 0 .v and HABITAT. A Straggler in winter and during 
migrabon. Haldiban duars, Bengal, 18-February 1932 (Inglis coll Brit 

Mus.): M^tpur, a party in April (Hume).» ' ' 

Extrahmital. Breeds in southern Siberia from the Altai to Amurland 
Japan and northern China. Winters in Burma, Thailand, the Indochinese 
countnes, southern China, Sumatra, Borneo and the Philippines. 
MORATiON. Recorded in Burma from October to April. 

OEN^ HABITS. Mainly tetrcstrial. Found singly or in pairs, perhaps 
m small parues when migrating. Very secretive. Hops about on the ground 
m dense cover, quivering the tail up and down in a peculiar wav. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alaim-notc a rapid ckuck-ckuci-<kuck. 

Museum Diaososis. See Field Characters; for dctaili of moulu and plumam 
(Demenu'es'). ‘ 

^fEASUREUENTS 


10 ott? 

Wing 

70-76 \ 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tail 

2 99 

68,71 J 

16—1 7 

47-50 mm 


(Dementiev) 

Tarsus 25 mm 

Weight 2 epri* 14, 16 g (Dementiev). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill; upper mandible blackish homyj 
gape and lower mandible bluish or livid white, dusJ^ at extreme tip. Legs and feet 
pale fleshy white (Hume), 

Ertthacus cyanurus (Pallas) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A Supercilium white E.t 

B Supercilium blue with a varying amount of white 

1 Paler E.c.peUidicr 

2 Darker E.e.ntfiUtux 


. . . .F. c.e^tenurus 

Page 

233 

. , E.e. palltdicT 

230 

....E. e. Tufihtux 

232 


1 653. Siberian Blue Chat. Enthacus ^ane cyane (Pallas) 

MotaciUa Cyane Pallas, 1776, Reise Russ, Rcichs 3: 697 
(Dauria, southeastern Transbaikalia) 

Baker, FBI No. 483, Vol 2: 12 
Plate 88, fig. 12 
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, Male (adult). Above J slaty blue. Lores and cheeks 
black. BetoWf white bordered with black on 
sides of throat, bluish slate on flanks. Pale flesh- 
coloured lon^sh legs noticeable. 

Female. Above, olive-brown, tinged with 
rufous on upper tail-coverts and tail. A pale 
buff eye-ring. Below, throat and centre of belly 
white; sides of throat, breast and flanks tinged 
with buff and scalloped with pale brown. 


1654. Kashmir Redflaijced Bush Robin. Erithaais ^'onurus palltdior 
(Baker) 

lanlhia ^anura pellidiora Baker, 1924, Fauna Brit. India, Bds. 2: 101 (Simla) 
Baker, FBI No. 550, Vol. 2; 101 

I.OCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc (adult). Abope, dark blue. Forehead, supcf- 
cilium, shoulder-patch and rump sky blue. Below, centre of throat, breast 
and belly sullied white. Sides of throat dark blue; flanks orangc-oehraceous. 

* A jpcdmcn in the Pinwill coll. .(Brit. Muj.) ij labelled Simla but * Simla is wittcn in 
such a way that it evidently was not written at the time though it b Finwill’i HTiiinS' 
V ' “.*.»*'•* * In June (JBNHS 18: 197) certainty 

* *< . , one from Karkanda, r. 35 km NE. of Simla (\on 
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Female. Above, olive-brown, bluish on rump and tail. A pale eye-ring. 
Below, as znaie but sides of throat grey-brown; flanks orange. 

First-year male similar to female. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common altitudinal migrant. The 
western Himalayas from Safed Koh and Gilgit to Garhwal; very common 
in Kashmir. Breeds between 2700 and 3600 m; ^vinters between e. 2600 
and 1200 m, occasionally down Co e. 750 m. Affects undergrowth in open 
forest of oak, pine, fir, birch or rhododendron, and thickets of barberry, 
Vibumitm, etc. along edges of heavy forest. In winter frequently to be seen on 
roadside ivire fences in quiet wooded hill-stations. 


Cr/tAecut qfonunit 



MIORATION. Vertical movements very leisurely. Downward movement 
noted in September at 1800-2400 m but arrives at lower elevations 
(c. 1200 m) only in November. Upward movement begins early in March, 
few birds being seen at winter levels in April. 

GENERAL HABITS. As a nilc vcry shy and secretive. Hunts in shrubbery 
and low trees as w’cll as on the ground, catching insects while hopping about 
like a robin or by launching sorties in the air after them. * Very flycatchcr- 
likcin its movements * (Sunford). Strongly reminiscent also of Pied Bush Chat 
perching fairly upright on a low branch, flying do^^m to the ground momcn- 
urily to pick up a morsel and back again to another perch. Constantly 
twitches vtdngs and flicks tail open and shut, also very like bush chat. Male 
has been obscn.'cd to * freeze ’ on its perch wth beak pointing upwards, and 
remain so aU the time the observer >va3 searching for the nest, although only 
thr« or four metres au-ay (H\V). 


FOOD. Iiuects. 

VOICE and CMJJ. Alarm-notes given as a throaty pnt or hk and a 
mournful phtnu (Whitehead, HW). Agitated notes, as when nest precincts 
intruded, a sharp kck, ktk sometimes followed by a whistled Imeit (SA). 
Song short, of three or four notes, the first and last on the same tone, the 
middle ones lower (BBO); has been rendered as pray did ht ihenf Sec also 
1655. 

BBEEDtNO. Scaion, May to July. Melt, a cup of moss, grass, rootlets and 
dead leaves lined with soft grass, hair (oficn musk deer’s) or wool; placed in 
holes in banks or very steep slopes, among roots of fallen trees, or sometimes 
in hollows in decayed stumps. Eg^s, 3 to 5, generally 4, white, usually 
freckled at the larger end with pink. Average size of 60 eggs 
17*8 X 13'5 nun (Baker). Once brood-parasitized by a cuckoo 
‘apparently laturatus* (Davidson, Ibis 1898: 24). Incubation by female 
(only.’), fed by malc. Period unrecorded. Tending of young by both 


parents. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. Differs from nJHetvi in being paler. 
Blue of back may vary from cyan to deep purplish blue; amount of white in blue 
aupercilium variable, usually present, somefimes lacking. Males often breed in 
female dress but differ by darker colour, darker blue upper lail-cos-erts and more 
olive-grey, less buffy on sides of throat. In Kashmir blue males noted as being the 
excepdon (Davidson, Ibii 1898: 24). Plumage of young spotted. 

MZAJUJUSMENTS. As in 1655. 

Weight 5 cPiJ' (Nov.) I3-3-15-3; I 9 (Nov.) 14 g (RAP). II ci’9 (Apr.-May) 


11-14 (av. 12-8) g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 


Iris dark brown. Bill And feet black (Abbott). 


1655. Eastern KedBanked Bush Robin. Enthacui cyansmi 
(Hodgson) 


/f.(njnira) niJWaftu Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 77 
(central and northern regions of bills, Nepsl) 

Baker, FBI No. 549. Vol. 2: M 
Plate 88, fig. 14 


CAL NAME. MenzhxUpho (Lepcha). 

X. Sparrow ± ; length e. 15 cm (G in.). 

FIEID aiARACTERS. As in 1654, q.v. 

STATUS, DtsTKWVTtoN and IiAiuTAT. CommOii 
altitudinal migrant. From western Nepal eail 
through Sikkim. Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh. 
Breeds between 3000 and 4400 m, optimum nme 
3500-4000 m. Affects forest of spruce, pme 
or birch with scanty undergrowth, or dense 
rhtxiodcndron bushes in open forest; avoids pure 
uous stands, and scrub above timber-line. Winlerr at lowrall/todo 

to the fooUiills, and occasionally as high as 3800 m (NovTmbef 
ertzhagen) ; oprimum zone 1500-2100 m. Also reaped in wmtrrsouU, 
Brah^putrain the Khasi tfnd Caclsarhifis and Manipur (posiibly 
rs Cum western Cluna breeding grounds?). 
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Extralimtal. Breeds in the mountains of ss-estem China north to Kansu 
and Shensi. \S’intei3 south to the northern Indochinese countries. 

MionATiort. In •winter quarters from Novesriber to April (in the Chin 
Hills till early May). 

CEa-ERAi. HABITS. As in 1654. 

FOOD. Insects and caterpillars (C5D), 

VOICE and CAiis. Alarm-notes fend and tack tack (Schafer). A short 
song rendered as tu tm tu Ini or try lurr tun (CD). See 1654 for further 
details. Song period, mid April till end of June (Proud). Song intensity 
diminishes rapidly after egg-laying, hardly any song being heard in the 
third HOei of June (GD). 

BREEDOc. As in 1654. 

Museum DiAcuosa. Diffos tom pallidicT in being darker. Only a small percentage 
of breeding males are in blue plumage, roost of them being in brown plumage 
(yet recognisable by blue rump) (GD). Blue plumage apparently not acquired 
brfore two years oli Young spotted: pos^uvenal plumage similar to that of adult 
female. 

MEAstntEstEa-rs 


Wng 

BiU 

Tamis 

'TaU 


(from slroB) 



78-S7 

13-15 

24-27 

65-70 mm 

76-83 

13-16 

24-27 

56-65 mm 


' (hfayr, BB, NEK, Sues.) 

Weight 8 o'e? (Nov.-Dee.) 13-6-15-S,- 10 9 p (Nov.-Dee.) 12-I4-6 g (RAP, 
SDR). 9 <?(? (breeding) 12-2-16; 2 9 9 (breeding) 14-2, 16-7 g (GD). 

cotnusts 07 BAStz PARTS. Iris btovra. Bill homy brown or black. L^s, feet and 
claws blackish brown ; soles whitish. 


1656. Japanese Blue Chat. £riManiJ ffamimr g’nminu (Pallas) 

dfeUdllaCsceuTtis Pallas, 1773, Rcise Russ. Rrichs 2: 709 (Yenisei) 

Baker, FBI No. 548, Vol. 2: 93 

tocAL NAMiS. None recorded, 

SIZE. Sparrow ~ ; length e. 15 an (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1654 but supcrcUium white. 

STATUS, DisnuBimoN and habitat. Accidental winter visitor. One 
record: North Cachar (Baker, loc. dt.). 

Extralhmtal. Breeds in Slliria \s’cst to Finland, east to Kamtdiatka and 
Japan. Winters mostly in southern China, Formosa and the northern 
Indochinese countries. 

CEKERAL HABtTS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1654. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Moseuu DtNCNOSts, Distinguished from the Himala>-an raca by its white 
yupcrcilium (c. blue) and cream-coloured underparts (t. greyish white). 

Female difTcrs in being browner above, cream-coloured below and hasTng 
the lores paler (Scully). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS, Male (adult). Above, crown and upper back olive- 
brow-n. A yellow superdHum and a black band from lores through eyes and 
checks. Scapulars, sides of back and rump orange. Wings olive-bro%vn« Tail 
orange, central rcctriccs and terminal band black. BeloWf entirely orange 
srith narrow', dusky, crescent-shaped markings, sometimes obsolete or absent. 

Female. Above, oU^'e. An ill-^cfined yellowish oHvc supcrcUium and a 
buff eye-ring. ^Vholc underparts ochrc-ycUow’. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Altitudinal migrant, moderately 
common. Kumaon (where intergradiijg with ichistlm), Nepal, Daijecling, 
Sikkim, Bhutan and Anmachal Pradesh (Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 188), thence 
south through Nagaland, Mampur and the Cachar and Khasi hiUs (scarce 
south of the Brahmaputra). Bre^ betNveen 3000 and 4600 m, opdraum zone 
3600-4200 m^ above c. 1800 m south of the Brahmaputra, 'Winters from 
c, 3000 m down to the foothills (rarely), mostly between 1400 and 2000 m. 
Affects dense rhododendron in open coiufcr forest (Arunachal Pradesh), 
rhododendron, Jumper and birch above timber-line, boulder-strewn slopes 
with sparse scrub grow'th, dwarf barberrv' thickets among boulders and screes, 
and occasionaUy scrublcss s c r ee s in the alpine zone (central Nepal) . Partial to 
the pnDdmity of boulders. In w’intcr affects dense undergrowth in CN'crgrecn 
foresL 

Extrclirmtid. Ranges cast to northern Yunnan, north to Shensi. 

GENERAL KABiTS. A t>pical Tobin in actions and behaviour. Keeps 
solitary' or in pairs accord^g to season. Hops- about quietly under thickets in 
search of focid. Jerking up tail and drooping wings, its presence within 
usually betrayed by its croaking alarm-note. As a rule very' sccrcti\*c w'hoi 
dense co\*er asailable; easier to observx on opener ground such as screes 
and dwarf scrub when male often j>crchcs on boulders and bush-tops like 
a redstart 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alann-nole, a peculiar soft croak trrr which once 
known cannot escape notice; also Jii (GD) and a wTm-like cfack (SDR). 
Also has a scolding cHrit-cArrik like Piioepjga and some other small babblers^ 
The croaking sometimes ofscN'cral SN-llabl« * like the subdued grinding of a 
few' stona of an old-fashioned wntchman’s rattle’ (HW). Said to ha\-c a 
' beautiful song* in breeding season; the same (presumably) as rendered 
tse, tse, tse, Cse, tse, tse, cfcrr-r-r by' Fleming. 

BRLEDiNC. As m 1657. AN*eragc size of 21 ^gs 19*7 x 14*8 mm (Baker). 

Meszuu Di-KCNOSts. See Field Charaeicrs- Young spwUed, Pcatnuplial xaoult 
apparently in Septcmbcr-October. 

jrtASURZSCtNTS 




Bill 

(from skull) 

Tama 

TaU 

o’ o' 

64-73 

15-1$ 

29-32 

51-57 mm 

9 9 

66-68 

14-16 

28-33 

48-54 ram 


(BB, SA, NBK, Stro.) 

Weight 12 duly) U-9^15-7; 5 9 9 (Julv) 13-4^16-4 g (GD, RAP). 
1 e (Feb.) 12, 4 (Ocl-Nov.) 13-S-14; 3 9 9 (Feb.-Mar.) 12-5-14, 1 9 
(OcL) 13 E (SDR, BB, SA). 2 00? (Oct.) 14, 13 g (SA). 

colours or SAXS xaxts. Iris brown, BUI dark brown, c gmr a a a urt: and Icnvcr 
mandible y-ellow'. Legs and feet pale ficsby, fiohy y'rilow or olh'e-ycDow. 
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"’rog 

BBI 

Tail 




(&ron ilcull) 


* 

d’o’ 

74-80 \ 

c. 13 

55-60 mm 


99 

70-78/ 



(Dementiev) 


Wright 10 12'2-12'5; 6 9 9 12-17-8 g (Demendev). 

COLOURS OF BABE FARTS. Irxs btovTa. BUI blsck. Legs and feet light brown. 

Ertthacus chrysaeus (Hodgson) 

Key to the Snbspecaes 


PaJer - ^ r- tcHitZm 

Darker c- ehysans 


1657. Western Golden Bosh Robim Enlhecus chysaeas irHrfhri 

(Ticchurst) 

Tririfcr'tA^jawuirAirtSfriTicchunt, 1922, Bull. BnL Ora. CL 42; I2I (Simla) 
Baker, FPI No. 547, Vol- 2: 97 

LOCAL KASCES. NoQc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow ^ ; length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD characters. As in 1658, q.v. 

STATUS, DETRiBTTnoN and HABITAT. Altitudinal migrant, uncommon. 
The ^\•cstcm Himalayas from Hazara to Garhwal. Breeds between 3000 and 
3600 m; winters (early November till end of March) from c. 1800 m down 
to the foothills (rarely); optimum zone 1200-1500 m. In summer affects 
dwarf rhododendron and juniper near and abcn’C timber-line; in winter 
frequents thickets, undergrowth, gardens and tea plantations. 

general habits, food and voice. As in 1658. 

BREEDING. Sfoson, May to July, A'lcrf, cup-shaped, made mostly of moss 
with a few' dead leaves and grass, lined tvith fine grass, hair or wool 
occasionally a few feathers; placed in a hole or niche in a bank or sloping 
hillside, well concealed by grass and bushes. A nest has been found in a 
hole of a tree about 130 cm above the ground. Eggs, normally 4, some- 
times 3, pale verditer blue, unspotted. Average size of 12 eggs 2()*5 x ]4'6 
mm (Baker). Brood -parasitized by’ Cxu:ilus eenemr and C. rracroptenis. 

Mcszuvi Diagnosis. Male like chysaeus but paler olive above with few or no 
black bases to feathers of back- Orange colour paler, 

Fccaalc like doysenu but- greener abos'c; upper tan-co\'crts and oBveof tail 
greener. Underparts paler. 

MEASUREStEKTs and coiouRS OF BARE FARTS. As in 1658. 

1658. Eastern Golden Bosh Robin. Eritharus chsysaeus chsysaens 

(Hodgson) 

Terngrr chrysettis Hodgson, 1845, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 28 (Nepal) 

Baker. FBI No. 546, VoL 2: 95 

' PUte 88, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAME. MfftzhU'Pha (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Sparnnv i ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 
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1659, Wbitebrowed Bnsb Robin. Eritkenis ind'mis iniiais (VieiDot) 

Syivia irJka V7eilIot, 1817, Nouv. DicL d'HuL Nat, nouv. 61, ID 267 
(India, ex Sonnerat « Daijeefing) 

Baker, FBI No. 551. Vol. 2: 102 
Plate 88, fig. IS 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded, 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Mai c (adult). siat)’ bluc. A vcry conspicuous 

while supcrcUium. Belou:, orangc-ochraccous. hlalc often breeds in browm 
fcmalc-likc dress. 

Female. Above, olivT-brow’n. A pjartiaUy' concealed white supcrcUium 
and a p>alc eye-ring. Below, dull rufous-ochre, paler on bcU)'. 

sTATtrs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments; Io<aUy common. The Himalayas from Garhw’al to Anmadial Pradesh 
(Ludlow', Ibis 1944: 188), and south of the Brahmaputra in the Khasi Hills 


Erithocui in6icut 



CZj Breeding range i. indrnu (1659). 

(Baker) and Nagaland (Biplcy, JBNHS 50; 489). Breeds between, c. 3000 
and 4200 m; winters from c. 3700 m dossn (uncommonly' to the foothills), 
mostly bet\s*ccn 2000 and 3000 m. Affects mixed subalpinc forest of birch, fir, 
rhododendron and bamboo. In the Khasi Hills, inhabits steep ravines runn- 
ing through open pnne, oak and rhododendron forest. In winter frequents 
und e r g rowth of s^dUngs and bracken etc. in heavy forest, uroally near 
damp arc3L 
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Extralimilal. The species extends to northern Yunnan, Szechuan and 
Formosa. 

CENSRAL HABtrs. C3uefly terrestrial; typically robin-likc. Found singly 
in dense undergrowth, feeding on the ground or sometimes making sallies 
for insects from bushes or trees, or searching the leaves. Usually confiding 
and not difficult to tvatch if observer keeps still. Flicks tail. 

• Display. Male perched on a rock or bush, dropped his quivering svings 
to his feet; after quick bow, wings svere sh'ghtly raised and quivered faster 
than before, svhilst his tail was expanded and jerked several times up and 
dotvn. This display was sometimes accompanied by a few dancing steps; 
after a fesv minutes feeding svould be resumed or an advance made to the 
female (Baker). 

FOOD. Insects and grubs. 

VOICE and calls. A croaking ins which, once known, attracts atten- 
tion. Call-note a sweet luit-luil answered by a sharper note. Song, a rapid 
repetition of this note on an ascending and descending scale (Baker). Song 
period mid April till early July (Proud). 

BREEDiNO. Season, April to June in 
Khasi Hills, probably beginning later 
and extending into July in the Himala- 
yas (males svith enlarged gonads in July- 
— GD). Pfest, a cup of soft grass and a 
little dry moss lined svith rootlets, 
placed in hollosvs in banks. Eggs, 3 or 
4, white, usually freckled with pale pink 
at the larger end; indistinguishable 
from those of E. cyanurus. Average size 
of 17 eggs 17-7 X 13-6 mm (Baker). 
Incubation by both sexes; period 
undetermined. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Charaeters. Young spotted. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o’cf 

79-84 

(1) 14 

(1) 28 

64-72 mm 

99 

73-79 

— 


— mm 


(Baker, SA, Stevens, Stres.) 

Bill from skull (1 o') 16; tarsus 30 mm (MD) 

Weight 2 eft? (July) 14-4, 14-6 g (GD). 2 (July) 13-2, 15-5; 1 9 (July) 
15-2 g (RAP). 1 tJi (Nov.) 14-5 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARIS. Iris dark brown. Bill black or brownish black. Legs 
and feet greyi^ brown. 

1660. Rnfonsbellied Bash Robin, Erithams hypaythms (Blyth) 

lonthia hyperfthra Blyth, 1847, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 132 
(Darjeeling) 

Baker, FBI No. 552, Vol. 2 : 103 
Plate 88, fig. 17 

LOCAL NAMES. Aehing-yM, Tsen-Uen-gai (Naga). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (4i in.). 
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FiELD^ CHARACTERS. Male (adult) . Above, deep purplish blue. Forehead 
supcrcilium, shoulders and lower ramp bright altrasnasinc blue. Sehx 
ochraceous or bright chesmut. Vent and under tail-coverts white. ’ 

female. Above, dark olive-brmvn. Rump and upper tail-corerts slaty 
blue. Tail blackish edged with deep blue. Below, rich ochraceous, browner 
on breast, brightest at sides of belly. Centre of belly and under tail-coverts 
white. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and H^ITAT. Altitudiiul migrant,* very scarce. 
Eastern Nepal (Stevens, JBNHS 30: 354; Fleming & Traylor, 

35: 546)f Sikb'm, Bhutan (SA) and Arunachal Pradesh (Ludlow, IBis 1944: 
188; Baker, Rfc. Indian Mus. 8: 277). Breeds between c. 3400 and 3800 m; 


Erhhecw hjrperythrm ' 



winters (September to March) from c. 3500 m down to the foothills. South of 
the Brahmaputra, recorded (winter only?) from Marghcrita, north Cachar 
and Khasi Hills. In summer inhabits the dwarf rhododendron zone; in 
winter affects bushes in rather open spaces at the edge of forest, along trails 
and especially along streams in forest. 

Extralimilal. Ranges east to northern Yunnan and southwestern 
Szechuan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Uttlc known. Typical robin; found singly, flitting 
from bush to bush, flicking its tail, sometimes catching insects on the wng. 
Rather confiding. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded, 
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BREEDING. Unknown. 

MysEUM Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Young, sooty brown above with 
small whitish streaks. Wings and coverts olive-brown tinged blue on outer webs. 
Chin and throat pale buff; rest of underparts pale buff with dark edges, producing 
a spangled appearance. 


AVing 

Bill 

Tanus 


(from feathers) 


79-83 

c! 10 

c. 25 

75-79 

c. 10 

e. 24 


(from skull) 


78 

14 

27 


54-56 mm 
c. 52-55 mm 
(Baker) 


Bill from skull (1 o’) 15 mm; tarsus 25 mm (MD) 

Weight 1 cf (March) 12 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet brmvn. 

Genus Copsychus Wagicr 
Copsychus Wagicr, 1827, Syst, Av., Gracula: 306. 

Type, by monotypy, Gracula Saularis Linnaeus 
P^otodela Lesson, 1830, Trait6d'Om.: 374. Type, by subsequent designation, 
Baker, 1930, Fauna Brit. India, Bds. 7: 112, 8; 622, Tardus mindanejisis Gmclin 
Kiiiacinda Gould, 1836, Proc. 2bol. Soc. London: 7, Apl 9. Type, by original 
designation, Turdus macrourus Gmclin = Muscicapa malaharica ScopoH 
Tarsus stout. Bill stout and straight, little more than half the head in length. 
Rictal bristles short. Tail graduated, equal to or longer than wing; outer rectrices 
white or partly white. 

Key to the Species 

Page 

Outer rectrices all white C. saularis 2^ 

Outer rectrices partly while .C. malabancus 2 

Copsychus saularis (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A Female darker; male with greenish iridescence G.s. eeylcn^is 242 

B Female paler; male with purplish iridescence 

1 Grey of flanks more extensive C.s. ondamanrnsis 243 

2 Grey offianks not extending to belly ^ , nit 

a Fourth rcctrix with more black 

b Fourth rectrix with less black - 

1661. Indian Magpie-Robin. Coprfehus saularis saularis (Linnatus) 

GroeulaSouloris Linnacui. 1758, SylL Nal. 1 : IW (Wa » BEUgal) 

Baker, FBI No. 558 (pari), Vol. 2: 113 
Plate 90, fig. 4 

nM.-..!/ DMiwr (Hindi, Bengali); Dai>fi/ (Gujarati) ; Dmiaga 

(N“rt*i)TiSrt (BWl) ; hli sooi ebirib (M.F.) H-pHn.) 1 >. 

Wa-gai. (Telugu): HalWrr (Munda) ; Dryd/a (Oraon). 
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SIZE. Bulbul; length f. 20 cm (8 in.), / . 

field characters. A long-tailed black-and-white robin. Male (adult). 

Above, glossy blue-black. Wings blackish 
— brown with a prominent long white patch. 

rail black tvith white outer rectrices, gradu- 
ated. Below, throat and breast blue-black; 
rest of underparts while. 

Female, like male but blue-black re- 
placed by slaty above and grey on throat 
^ ^ and breast. 

STATUS, DisnuBUTioN attd HABITAT. Common and widespread resident. 
NortJiem Pakistan in the foothills east of the Indus, and adjacent plains 
south to Shahpur, Lahore, Bahawalpur, and India from the Himalayan 
foothills and Nepal east to Sikkim and western Bengal (where it inter- 
grades with erirrttlos), west to central Rajasthan and the Kathiawar penin- 
sula, and south to the Cauvery river (intergrading here with eeylormsts). 


Copsychus lou/tfrh 



Distributional ranges 

num saularis (i66i). ^ ^(^tmmsis (iG6t), 

^ ermelas (1663). 03 mtoiarani (1664); 

In the Himalayan foothills up to c. 1600 m (SikHm. ” 

(Sii^ DharniL'-' Mp-th' « (March-Septemte)J_^ 

higher elevations ■ ^ w- 

iiui^^SS-irdiins. ir^hards'^d village groves, etc; auu u-y- 
deciduous forest, and open secondary jungle. 
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GENERAL HKBTTS. A familiar Krd over most of India, usually seen near 
human habitations. Keeps angly or in pairs according to season. Feeds 
largely on the ground, hopping about in gardens, streets, lawns, eta, often 
perching on ^s-aUs, gate-posts or roof-tops, holding itself erect, tail cocked 
and jerked upward, wings slightly drooping at the sides. Usually fearless 
near habitations, but in non-brosding season becomes more quiet and 
secretive, skulking in tmdergrowth and brushw’ood. When feeding on ground 
commonly * beats out * or stampedes lurking insects from crannies by suddenly 
flicking open its wings and taU. Flight imdulating, tail flicked open at every 
dip, the while rcctriccs producing a curious flickering (stroboscopic) cflect 
in ibt dim light of dusk when the bird is particularly active. 

Displ^. During the breeding season male indulges in much ludicrous 
puffing out of chest, bill pointed stiffiy skyward, and strutting and posturing 
in front of rivals; this accompanied by up^va^d jerks of the fanned tail, 
cocked well over back till almost touching head. He becomes very pugnac- 
ious and vigorously defends his territory. Stoops diagonally down at 
intruder whether rival male or prospecting female, trings held open in a 
wide V above back and legs dangling — very like shrike poundng on prey. 
At the end of a s^voop shortly before alighting often flufls out his plumage 
into a ball and almost floats down with a hovering wing-action. After 
chasing off the intruder the victor flies back to his territory performing 
a * victory roll *, ^vith body stiffly at an upward angle, head held high, and 
slow, deliberate ^ving-fiaps. 

FOOD. A wide variety of insects — ants, moths, grasshoppers, cater- 
pillars, etc. (for some specific det^ see Mason & Lci^y, 1912). Also snails, 
carth^s'o^ns, centipedes and small lizards and some vegetable matter. 
Flower nectar, c.g. of Silk Cotton {Salnudia) and Coral {Eiythrina) trees. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a spirit^, clear, rather thin and varied whist- 
ling, divided in short phrases repeated over and over again. Seems to have 
a new theme in a different combination each day though overall pattern 
of song individualistic and constant. Sings vnth wings partly drooping and 
tail depressed (not cocked or spread), more persistently in the morrung and 
late afternoon, from some prominent exposed perch such as a tree- or 
roof-top, flag pole, fence post or raffio aerial; occasionally mimicry of calls 
of other birds interlarded in the song. Xx>cal dialects dearly discernible in 
the song in different areas, hlay be heard throughout the year but main 
period of full song is March to August (Nepal), March to May (Hyderabad). 
A secondary song heard mostly in October and Novembi (probably of 
young males) is described as * an endless, intricate tune wth imitations of 
other species, audible only at dose range also some * bursts of loud, sharp 
chee-wfdch^wfkch . . . ehee-ehte-^tvitch-^he^ckiy very different from the tuncftil 
5ongofthe breeding season * (Ncclakantan, JBNHS 52; 615-20). Call-note, 
a plaintive siMe-te or ntvr-ncw; alarm or scolding note, a harsh chr-r (SA). 

BREEDiNO. Season, overall February to August, mostly March to July 
wnth some local variation; March to June (western Maharashtra), March 
to July (M.P.), March-April (NE. Andhra), April to July (Bengi), May 
to August (Kathmandu Valley). Double-brooded, an untidy cup 
of grass, rootlets, leaves, Uvigs and a variety of odd materials; bits of rags, 
cotton, hair, eta, lined ^rith siitular material. Usually placed in holes in 
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trees, banks, >s*alls, in ^ain-^vatcr drain-pipes and under eaves of buildings, 
eta Nestboxes fredy appropriated. Generally built between 1 and 10 metres 
abo\’c the ground, sometimes higher (once in the crown of a palm some 
18 m up). E^s, 4 or 5, occasionally 3, exceptionally 6, pale green, pro- 
fusely blotdied with reddish brown with imdcrljdng marks of pale lavender 
and purple-grey. Unspotted eggs arc occasionally found. Average size of 
100 eggs 21*9 X 17*1 mm (Baker). Building, incubation and care of 
young by both sexes. Incubation period 12 or 13 days, 

Mcseum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. Young: white parts as in adult. 
Upperparts dark brown with traces of fulrous. Throat and breast with typical turdine 
spotting. Postjuvcnal and postnuptial moult complete. No spring moult. 

MZASURE^CtNTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus , Tad 

(from skull) 

94-106 21-23 27-31 79-95 mm 

9 9 91-97 20-22 27-30 79-88 mm 

(H\V. BB, Kocli) 

Weight 17 (^9 31-40 (av. 35’-6) g — SA 2 o’er (Oct.) 37*5, 42*5 g (GD). 
1 6' (Oct.) 31*2g(BB).2 d’d' (Nov., Jan.) 38*2.40*1;2 9 9 (Jan.) 33*1, 35*8 g 
(RAP). 

cotouas OP BARE PARTS. Iris browH. Bill black; mouth greyish pink or pale 
flesh. Legs and feet slaty brovsTi or black; soles pale >*ellow. 


1662. Ceylon Magpie-Kobin. Cofjycfew jjw/orw Sdatcr 

Cop^ehiis c^lontnns Sclater, 1861, Proa Zool. Soc. London: 186 
(Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 560, Vol. 2; 115 

LOCAL NAMES. MomatHpeecJd (Mala^'alam) ; Peddenclarxhi, Sarelc-ge^u (Tclugu) ; 
Ctmdoo-kcoitchm, Vamati^kiriai, Paikan^kuruci (Tamil); Polkukehd (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1661, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Common resident in the hilb, 
scarcer in the plains. Southern India, roughly south of the Cauvery river, 
and Ceylon in all zones up to a 1800 m. In the hills of southwestern India 
up to f. 1200 m (recorded at Kodaikanal, Palni Hills, c. 2200 m — JBNHS 
53: 266). Affects the neighbourhood of human habitations — gardens, 
orchards, wooded compounds, plantations, etc.; also scrub jungle, 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1661, 'Both sexes constantly indulge in a 
curious gesture; the black and white tail is raised in a scries of jerks imtik 
it is vertical, then suddenly depressed and spread, the svings -being simul- 
taneously expanded downwards.’ In defence of territory, ‘ the males show 
off before rivals with puffed-out breast feathers, depressed tail, and many 
absurd, pompous stnittings and hoppings while trying to out-sing each 
other. Occasionally fierce combats take place * (Henry). 

FOOD. Insects, caterpillars, dragonffics, small lizards. One bird svas 
seen attacking and killing a young mouse (Belts). Also some vegetable 
matter such as boiled rice, bread crumbs and kitchen scraps, and fruit. 
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VOICE and calls. Not different from 1661. Gall-note, a shrill, loud, 
four-note chirp on a descending scale; alarm-notes, a scolding chr and a 
spitting sound (Henry). 

BREEDTNO. S’roson, -ovcraU February to September with a peak in April 
and May in the hills, March and April in the low country. In Ceylon 
breeding begins in November but the chief months are March to May. 
Three successive broods have been recorded between April and August 
(S. India, Betts). Pfat and eggs (c/3) as in 1661. For further details sec 
Phillips, 1939, C^lon Jour. Sci. 21: 259-69. Average size of 50 eggs 
23*1 X 17’3 mm (Phillips). Female said to do all the building. Young 
leave nest when c. 14 to 18 days old. 

MusEim Diagnosis. Differs from sauleris in that the female is darker above with 


more sheen; grey of breast daiker. 



MEASUREMENTS 

Wng 

EOI 

Tarsus 

Tail 

cTd' 97-104 

(from skull) 
20-22 

27-28 

81'-91 mm 

9 9 94-101 

20-23 

27-30 

88-86 mm 

Weight 1 {? 42 g (SDR). 



(HW) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis btown. Bill black; mouth yellowish flesh to slaty 
ink. liCgs, feet and claws brown- 

1663. Assam Magpie-Robin. Copgfohus saularis eriTTulas OberhoUer 

Cop^hu teuleris erinvlas Obcrholscr, 1923, Smiths. Misc. Coll. 76; 1-2 
(Kaukarit, Houndraw Branch, Tenasserim) 

Baker, FBI No. 558 (part), Vol. 2: 113 

LOCAL NAMES. Deri kaiaru (Assam) ; Uefanao (Manipur) ; Dao-gephi^geekim (Cachari) . 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1661, q.V. 

STATUS, DBTRiBDTiON and HABITAT, Commoa resident. Bangladesh, 
Bengal duars, Bhutan and Assam to Bur ma - in Bhutan up to c. 1900 m 
(\Yatnrong) and in the lulls of Assam up to c. 1800 m. Habitat as in 1661. 

Exfrclimtal, The species ranges through Thmland, the Indochinese 
countries and China to Kiangsu south rt> the Philippines, Borneo and the 
Sunda Islands. 

BREEDINC. Season, February to July with a peak in April and May. P^est 
and eggs (c/4 or 5) as in 1661. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from rssZsru in baxhtg more black on the fourth 
rectrix (from outer edge of tall). 

MTASUREMCKTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1661. 

1664. An d a man blagpie-Hobinu Cep^hus sculeris cndamancisis Hume 

Hum^ i874,Stray rcathcn2: 231 (Andamans) 

^sker. FBI No. 561, Vol 2: 116 

LoaKL NAMES. Nouc rccordcd- 

nzE, Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As m 1661, q.V. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident, not abundant. South and 
Middle Andaman Islands. Affects scrub jungle and villages. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1661. 

BREEDINC., As in 1661. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from saulcns in having the grey on sides of lower 
abdomen extending towards the while centre;, vring-quilis darker; bill hearier in 
both sexes. Female with more sheen on upper plumage. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Probably as in 1661. 

Wright 1 c? (Feb.) 35-1, 2 cJ’cJ' (Aprfl-May) 34*8, 39-3;7 9 9 (April) 36-3, 
37*5 g (RAP). 

COPS\'CHUS UALABARICUS (ScopoH) 

Key to the Snbspecies 

Page 

A Belly white. C. m. alhirentris 247 

B Belly rufous 

1 Female similar to male; rufous of belly paler C. rt. Uggei 245 

2 Male black abo\’e, female gTC>' above 

a Tan averaging longer C. m- meJaienau 2+4 

b Tail averaging shorter C. m. irtdtau 246 

1 665. Malabar Shama. Cop^fms malabaricus malahancus (Scopoli) 

Muscicapa rudeiarKa ScopoU, 1786, Del. Flor. ct Faun. Imubr. 2: 96 
(Mahi, Malabar) 

Baker, FBI No. 563 (part), Vol. 2: 118 
' Plate 90, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. ShSmS (Hindi); (Gujarati); Skamakkili (Mala>‘alam). 

SIZE. Bulbul, with a long tail; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). head and back glossy black; 

rump svhita Tail strongly graduated: outer rcctriccs largely ■white, conspic- 
uous, especially in flight; central rcctriccs black and elongated. Belozo, 
throat and breast glossy black; belly and under tail-coverts nffous. 

Female similar but black replaced by grey; underparts paler; tail 
shorter. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTxoN and HABITAT. Resident, locally distribute. The 
western Indian Peninsula from Gujarat (Surat Dangs) south along the 
W’estem Ghats complex (including Nilgiri, Palni and associate hills) to 
southern Kerala and Tai^ Nadu south of the Cauvery river; plains 16%^! 
and up to c. 700 m. Affects dense secondary' undergrowth and particularly 
bambe fades in deciduous foothills forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1667. 

FOOD. Grs^hopperr, grubs, caterpillars and other insects. 

VOICE and calls. A magnificent song of sc\’cral rich fluty notes alter- 
nate with long pauses, rather like that of Musneepa ticktUias (1442) but 
louder, richer and more thrush-Ukc. Casually confusablc with song of 
Wliitcthroate Ground Thrush (1734). Song perie: from February until 
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Coptyeftot matvbariaa 


245 



kgtd (i666), 

[_”] elUrtiarii (i663). 


ralaiarkia (1665). 
inJina (1667). 

wcU into the monsoon. Alarm : a loud note * lihe the cieaking of two branches 
rubbing together in the wind ’ (Betts). 

BREBDWo. Season, April to June, occasionally until September. Met and 
eggs as in \667. 

Museuu DiAGNOSn.. See Key to the Subspecies. 

Young. Upperparts and sides of head dark brown with fulvous spots, large 
on scapulais, small elsewhere; flight-feathers edged with fulvous. Throat and breast 
tUlvous with dusky edges to feathers; belly crcaniy white. 

SSEASUStBSSEKTS 


(ftf 

99 


Wing 

Bill 

Farsus 

(from skull) 


94-99 

1&-21 

24-27 

87-90 

IB-20 

23-24 


Tail 


160-207 msn 
113-137 mm 
(SDR, HVV) 


Weight 4 c? 9 28-32 g(SA>. 

cocouas OF BAitE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black; mouth pale ydlowish 
rink. Legs, feet and claws pale flesh. 

1666. Ceylon Shaxna. Capsfohas malabaricus bggei (Whistler) 

Kiltamda mlobarica bggei Whistler, 1941, Ibis: 319 (Uragaha, Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 563 (part), Vol. 2: 118 

tocAh NAMES. WbUpoVnduhi (Sinhala); Sdlaipbdi (Tamil). 

SIZE. Bulbul, vrith a long tail; length c. 25 cm (10 in'.). 
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Tau> CBARACTEKS. As in 1665 but fcnuile similar to male. 

STATUS, DETEiBunoN and BAbiTAT. Resident. Ceylon in the lotv country 
and lower hills up to c. 900 m; fairly common in the Dry zone, rare and 
local in the Wet zone. Affects scrub and dense undergrowth in forest 
OENEEAi, BAsns, FOOD and voicse. As in 1667. 

BBEEonto. Season, January to July, chiefly April and May. AVjf and eggs 
(c)3 or 4) as in 1 667. For details see Phillips, 1 939, Cegtan Jons, Sot. 2 1 : 262. 

Museum Djaondsb. Differs from the Indian races in having the lower plumage 
paler rufous in male. Female similar to male, i.c. wiih vppespacts, thnat and 
breast glossy black. 
measurements 


£?£? 

99 


Wing 

Bill 

. Tarsus 

TaU 


(from skull) 



891-98 

19-22 ' 

25-27 

140-181 torn 

8S-88 

19-20 

25-26 

114-.1S0 nan 


Weight 1 (? 32 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE- PARTS. 


(HIV) 


As in 1665. 


1667. Indian Shama. Copsychus mtlaharicus inJieus (Baker) 

Killocinela mtlahorics indico Baker, 1924, Fauna Brit India, Birds 2:118 
(Bhutan duais) 

Baker, FBI No. 563 (part), Vol. 2s 118 

LOCAL NAMES. SfiStnH (Hindi, Bengali); ShdmS sorSi (Assam); Pods tielenehi, 
TttttPa natanehi (Tclugu); Solas pddi (Tamil). 

see. Bulbul, with a long tad; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 
jTEtD CHAStACSTERs. As in 1 665, q.v. In poorly lit forest interior at dusk 
the flickering white rump and outer tail-feathers as the bird flies about are 

diagnostic. ’ _ , -i. . j -tl 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, unevenly dislributcu. the 
Himalayan tcrai), duars and foothills in Nepal, Sflckitn, D^eellng tMO 
Jalpaiguri districts, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh; the foothills of Megha- 
laya, Nagaland, Manipur and Bangladesh south to the Chittagong region. 
Also northern Uttar Pradesh from c. 79°E. in Kumaon (Ramagar, Osmas- 
ton, JBNHS 36: 427) eastward through Gonda and Gorakhpur ^tnets; 
Bihar (Madhubani, Rajmahal hiUs, Lohardaga), eastern Maharahtra and 
Madhya Pradesh (Chanda, Balaghat, Raipur, Bastar distneto), and 'be 
Eastern Ghats complex from Orissa south to the Cauvery river. Affects 
undergrowth in forest, especially bamboo or mixed bamboo forest, on low 

hills and broken ground. ‘ ™ j a n.. 

Bxlralimtal The species ranges east through Burma, Thaitod andjte 
Indochinese countries to Hainan and south to Java and Borneo. Introduced 

In effect the forest “untcr^rt of tJie magpie-robm^ 
otherwise almost idenrical with it in ecology and behaviour, q.v. Sh>j and 
more retiring; normally not found near human habitations except at 
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certain quiet weU-wooded hill-stations, e.g. Matheran in Maharashtra. 
Stl^^repuscular, bunting actively weU into the dmk. H« ^ cunom 
haWt, chiefly in the breeding season, of stnkuig the svmgs tog th 
flies across open ground, producing a clickmg sound. 

FOOD. Insects and their larvae, ^ 

VOICE and cAixs. Song, of spasmodic, nch 
as oi^Uedtou (Fleming), mostly pven in the morning and at dusk, itom 
birds said to whistle freely in longer runs bto magp.e-robin 
pauses than those in SW. India (Betts), song 

Call-notes, a musical riiir-rA«r and chur-eht-cfiurr. Alarm, a harsh scolding- 

Season, March to August, chiefly trt 

areas, breeding cortclated with monsoon as m • (»*"> 

wherl: it does not begin before the rains have set m (June). Jf«l, R pad ^ 
rootlets and leaves placed in hoUows in trea or bR™bo^ usually w^n a 
couple of metres of the ground; sometimes hidden m "(bhnh accumulated 
at L base of a bamboo clump. Eggs, nor^Uy 4, P of 

bluish green densely marked all over with umber-broivn Average sec oi 

64eggs^2 X 17-Zmm (Baker). Nest-building and mcubationapp^nriy 

by toale only. Incubation period undetermined. Both parents feed the 

young, who leave the nest about 12 or 13 days from hatching. 

Museum Diaonosb. Differs from malahatieus in having, on average, a shor er 
taU. 

|.tEASUREWBNTS ^ 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

J?c? 86-99 17-22 25-28 

o o 84-93 18-22 25-27 

(HW, SDR, SA, Rand & Fleming) 

Weight 1 9 (August) 30 g (Ritf ). 4 9 9 30-32 S (SA, BB). 

COLOURS OF BARR PARTS. As in 1665. 

• Mhcellaneous. This species is highly priad as a cag^bird ri* 

vokm and ready acclimatization to captivity. It is wcH-known m 

aviaries outside as well as wthin its natural range. 

■ J668. Kndss3SiaaShsana.CopsfehmTnalaiancmalb{oenltU{Elyds) 

KUtadacla oliimtm Blyth, 1859, Jour. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 27: 269 
' (Andamans) 

Bsker, FBI No. 564. Vol. 2:119 
Plate 90, fig. 2 

Stt&Ecorp.Tths and clearing,. 


Tail 

108-200 mm 
102-131 mm 
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OENERAI. HABns, Foco and vo^. A, in 1667. ‘^d-^d young 
copied t^e, whbU^d to th^m g^t 

Malediffenflomie^mimhav^^olowerb^^^^^ 

olhelly and vent white; flanks tinged with femigmous; tail Sorter. Female 

male hut less glossy on thin and throat. 

MEASUREMENTS \ 

Wing 85-89 mm. TaU 91-105 mm (Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARe PARTS. As in 1665. 

Genus PhoeniourOs Forster 

Tarsus fairly long. Sexes not alike. 

Key to tHe Specie* 

M»jc» pAgC 


I A while patch on wing ^ . i'. e^ihmolvs 

A Throat rufous. * 

B TTiroat not rufous 

1 Cap ashy or blue t^isdetpr 

a A. white 

b No white on throat hodgsoai 

i Tail rufous p taeTsdeoaphaha 

it Tail all black '.'"Ji’ ll! '' 

2 Capandnape«h«'.«'>«"'““®‘^^^ p.amotm 

c Whltewing-pateh Started o I P. oytArefeiW 

d yVbite wing-patch includmg primaries 

II No white patch on wing p, fmtalh 

C Tips of outer rtclnces 

D Outer rcctn'ces entirely rufous ,„JWarV forehead P.MaflortfW 

3 A white band between grey crown pchiPts 

4 No white on crown.,... 

Fcmatc* 

I A white or buff patch on wing _ p, fciiuric/fif 

A A white patch on throat. 

JB No white on throat ....a.**.***^' 

I BufKsh white on seeondana. 

\ BuCash white on tips of con-crtt ^ ^ ^ 

• a Outer rcctricca rufous. ’ tamhectf^ieUss 

h *** 


249 


2C0 


257 

251 


2G2 

2« 


25S 


256 

255 


200 


2tl 


249 

251 
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II No white on wing 

C ^Vmg o\-cr 90 mm 

D \Ving under 90 mm 

3 Tips of outer rectrlccs black 

4 Outer l ec trices entirely rufous 

c Breast grey 

d Breast greyish fuI\*om 

i Outer web of 6lh primary cmarginated. . 

ii Outer web of 6th primary not cmarginated 


' 
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Page 

,P. eiyihrogasteT 

. 264 

. . . .P.frOTdeiis 

258 

, . .P. hodgsoni 

257 

. . , .P. ockruTOS 

253 

. .P, pkoemamis 

256 


1669. Eversmann’s Redstart. PAixminmzx erythronotus (Eversmann) 
e^ihmota Eversmann, 1841, Add. Balias Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat.2; 11 

Batcr.FBINo. 529, VoL2:73 ' 

Plate 89, fig. 2 

IjOcal nau£s. None recorded. 

spx. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

riEtD CHARACTERS. Male (adult) summer. Above, head and nape grey. 
A black band from lores through car-co\'crts and sides of neck. Back and 
rump rufous-chestnut. \^ngs blackish brown with a large, longitudinal 
white wing-patch and a smaller white patch near outer edge. Tsdl rufous 
with brown tips, dark brown central rectrices and brown outer web of 
outer rectrices. Below, entirely rufous, centre of belly whitish. 

Male in tvintcr has a pale b^o^vn head and nape (grey colour being 
contealed by brown feather-tips). Chestnut of back partly concealed by 
brown Ups. Below, rufous-chestnut partly concealed by whitish tips giving 
a hoary aspect. By mid-winter, brown and whitish tips wear off, giving 
place to nuptial plumage. 

Female. Above, brown with a pale eye-ring. Lower rump and tail 
rufous. Below, paler brown, whitish fulvous on belly. Distinguished from 
other spedes likely to occur in the same range by broad fulvous-wbite 
edges to wing-coverts and tertials. Distinguished from female Bluchcadcd 
Redstart (1670) by rufous tail (r. browTi). 

Tail flirted up and down, not shivered, a good field mark. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. WintCT visitoT in variable numbers, 
as a rule not abundant. The western Himalayas in Gilpt, Kashmir Valley, 
Kulu, Simla, west-central Nepal (easternmost record: Kali Gandak Valley, 
c. 83°30'E. — Rand & Fleming, Fieldiana 41: 151); the plains and hills of 
northern Pakistan south to the Jhang District, N.W.F.P. south to Dcra 
Ghazi Khan, and northern Baluchistan (Quetta, Nushki, Chagai), Usually, 
found near ie base of bills but noted up to c. 2100 m (Nepal record at 
2800 m). Affects arid country — w-aste land, scrub jungle, olive groves, 
orchards, dry river-beds, wooded compoimds, and avenues and groves of 
Acacia, Brosopis and suchlike trees. 

Extralimial. Breeds from the Tien Shan to I-ake Baikal- Winters from 
Turkestan to southern Iraq. 
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ES Winter range 


MIGRATION. Recorded in tNintcr quarters from October till end of 
March, mostly December to February’. Numbers vary from year to year 
and month to month, indicating that the spedes docs not have fixed winter 
quarters, but is nomadic according to weather conditions. 

GENERAL HABITS. SoUtary. Usually seen perched on a stone or lower 
branch of a tree or thorn bush, descending momentarily to pick up an 
insect, and back again to the same or a nearby perch. Does not quiver its 
tail but flirts it up and do^vn; othcr\%'ise a typical redstart. ^ 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm, a croaking greyer (Whitehead). Call-note, a 
softer slurred version of same. Song imdcscribcd. 

- BREEDING. Extralimital. 

MinEUU Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Species. Young spotted. Postjuvenal moult 
of body, lesser and median coverts. 


UEA5URZUENTS 



Wuig 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

<?(? 

84-89 

14-16 

23-26 

64-75 mm 

99 

81-86 

15-16 

23-27 

64-72 mm 

{ms) 


Wd!ght4 d'ef 17*7-20‘6g (Dementiev). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BiU black; mouth yellowish (Bcsh-colour 
in one)* Legs and feet black. , 
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1670. Blaeheaded Redstart. Phoemamis camiUoeepkabu (Vigors) 

Phoenicta-a eamiUoerphala Vigors, 1831, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 35 

(Himalayas «= Simla-Almora sxta. Jide Ticehursl & Whistler, 1924, Ibis; 41 J) 
Baker, FBI No. 553, Vol. 2: 104 
Plate 89, fig. 5 

LOCAi. NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 15 cm (6 in,), 

FiEiD CHARACTERS. Malc (adult), summcT. Above, crowm and nape 
bluish ashy. Rest of upperparts, including tail, black ^vith a large white 
patch on wing. Below, throat and breast blade. Belly white. In tvintcr, 
bluish and black colours masked by pale bro\vn fringes to feathers, 
cspcdally on upperparts. 

Female. Above, brown irith a pale eye-ring. Wing-coverts and tertiarics 
broadly edged and tipped with fulvous-white. Lower rump and upper tail- 
coverts ferruginous. Tail brown narrowly edged svith ferruginous. Below, 
pale brown tinged with fulvous, becoming white on belly and under tml- 
coverts. 

Female could casually be mistaken for Rufoustailed Flycatcher (1409); 
in the dLtance and svith naked eye, both sexes respectively also for Pied 
Bush Chat {Saxicola c. bicolor, 1700). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Mostly an altitudinal migrant; on 
the whole fairly common, scarcer cast of Garh^vaL The Himalayas from 
Safed Koh, Chitral, Hunza, Gilgit and Baltistan cast to Bhutan 


Phoentcurus coerufeocepha/us 



Dtttribuiional range 
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(Pemberton). Breeds between c. 2400 and 3900 m, optimum zone 2700- 
3600 m. Winters from c. 3500 m down to the foothills, chiefly between 
1200 and 2600 m. In the breeding season prefers rocky ground, ^steep 
rocky hillsides, avoiding tail tree forest (Osmaston). Frequents mostly 
junipers but also oj)en pine forest. In winter affects open pine woods 
and the more open parts of nullahs and hillsides, olive-groves and 
gardens. 

Extralimilal. Breeds also in adjacent parts of eastern Afghanistan and 
north to the Altai. 

MiORATioN. Somew’hat irregular in its appearances in winter. Arrives in 
November and December (earliest date 26 October), reaching peak 
numbers in January. Upvrard movement mostly in the first half of March 
(last date 22 March). On summer (breeding) grounds from the third week 
of March till the end of September. 

GENERAL HABITS. Has bccn dcscribcd as ‘ partly redstart, partly robin * 
in behaviour, but Meinertzhagen affirms that * the bird is exactly similar 
to the true redstarts in habits *. Usually seen singly, fluttering about the 
branches of trees and bushes, picking insects, then sitting still for a while. 
Descends to the ground to pick up a titbit, flying up to a perch immediately 
thereafter. Movement of tail ‘more of a shake than the quiver of the 
redstart * (Whistler). Not a skulker. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note tik'iik similar to that of a Robin Redbreast 
(H. G. Alexander). Alarm, near nest, a continual plaintive piping note 
ti(, fif, fiV... while flitting anxiously about (Whistler). Song strongly 
reminiscent of Emberiza da slrack^ [2052] (Jones) ; usually delivered from 
the top of a bush or a tall juniper. 

BREEDiNO. Season, May to August, Xesl, a cup of moss, leaves, dry grass, 
juniper bark fibre, lined \rith hair, wool and some fcalhcn. Placed in 

r e ce ss es or hollow tmder boulden 
or fallen logs, among exposed roots 
of trees, in banks, conceded behind 
a screen of herbage ; occasionally 
off the ground in a ssall or in a 
hollow at the junction of juniper 
trunks. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale bluish 
green vsith a ring of fine, pale 
reddish specks at the larger cad. 
Average size of 30 eggs 19*3 X 
14*4 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field 
Characten. Brovoi fringes of male’s 
winter plumage apparently wear off in mid-winter or early spring. Summer plumage 
of female da rke r and light edges to wing-covcrls off (WSO* Postnuptial moult 

apparently in August. Young spotted (for details of plumage see Bis 1925: 175). 
Young male in spotted plumage readfly distinguished from female by white outer 
margms of mner secondaries (Scully). Postjuvenal moult of body-feathers, lesser* 
median and inner greater co\*CTtt. First-year birds distinguished by brovmer 
flight-feathers and primary-coverts, and by fulvous tips to outer greater c ov ert s . 
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KEASDREUEKIS 

Wing Bill 

Tarsus 

Tan 

e<6' 

(from skull) 

80-84\ 


- 

99 

76-84/ 

c. 22 

c. 65 mm 


(MD, wing by Kazid & Fleming) 

Weight 6 (Jidi (Dec.) 14-17; 599 (Nov.-Dee.) 14-1-16-6 g — RAP. 4 e?d' 
(Apr.-June) 13-16; 2 9 9 (Apr.-May) 13, 14; 1 9 Qime, tvith oviduct egg) 
17 g — Paludan, Afghanistan. 

cotX7UR5 OF BARE PARTS. Iiis dark.browo. Bill blackish hrovm. Legs and feet 
black. Young (in spotted plumage) : Iris dark brown. BUI livid, darker above ; 
mouth and gape yellow. Legs and feet livid steel colour; claws black ; soles yellowish. 

Phoenicurus ochruros (Gmelin) 

Key to the Snbspecies 

Crown grey. p. q, phomicitroidu 

Crown black p, g, rvjieaitris 


1671. K a s h mir Black Redstart. Phomicurus ochrwos phomctcroidts 
(Moore) 

Ruticilla phoeniatroides Moore, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. 

Bds. Mus. E.I. Go. 1 : 301 (Shikarpore) 

Baker, FBI No. 531, Vol. 2: 76 
Plate 89, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Sin-tick (Ladakh); TTiirlhira (‘shaker*), TTiirihir^ampS (Hindi); 
Thdriaro (Gujarati). 

SIZE, Sparrow ± ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult), summer. AbovCf forehead, round the 
eye, sides of neck and upper back black; crown and lower back grey. 
Wings brown. Rump and tail rufous; central rcctriccs dark bro\vn. Below, 
throat and breast black; rest of undeiparts rufous. In tvintcr, black parts 
fringed wth grey. 

Female, Above, pale brown ^vith a paler eye-ring. Tail rufous, central 
rcctriccs dark brown. Below, pale fulvous-brown. But for habitat and 
behaviour could be mistaken for Rufoustailed Flycatcher (1409). 

Males often breed in brown, female-like plumage. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Abundant summer (breeding) 
visitor: Pakistan and the western Himalayas from northern Baluchistan 
and N.W.F.P. through Gilgit, Ladakh and Kashmir to Rupshu, Lahul and 
Spiti. Breeds behveen 2100 and 3100 m (Baluchistan) and bettveen 2400 
and 4800 m (Himalayas), locally up to 5100 m, in the arid Tibetan fades ; 
optimum zone 3000-4000 m. Winters from the foothills (c, 1400 m) south 
throughout Pakistan and in northwestern India (including Kut^ and 
Kathiawar) at least to a line running from Baroda (Gujarat) to Etawah 
(central U.P.). Winter birds from Punjab and Sind * much smaller than 
Kashmir breeding scries and probably do not come there * (Whistler). 
In summer (breeding) affects desolate rocky country and boulder-strewn 
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ground above timber-line; also upland villages and, to a lesser extent 
juniper forest In winter frequents stony, sparsely scrubbed, broken country* 
dry water-courses and the neighbourhood of villages and cuJti\'atjon 


Phowlcuna odiruret 



Mongolia and western China. Winters in the southern parts of the range 
to Somalia, Arabia and Iraq. 

iiiCRATiON. Arrives in winter quarters (very punctual locally) in the 
second half of September*— first date in the foothills 30 August. Males 
appear to precede females by about three weeks. The majority leaves about 
the end of March (last date 1 0 May in Kashmir Valley) . Noted on breeding 
grounds from end of March till October. 

GENERAL HABITS. Solitary outside the breeding season. Has feeding 
territories in winter quarters, the same neighbourhood being occupied year 
after year and often even the same perches for roosting; males appear to 
greatly outnumber females. Perches on a rock or other low vantage-point 
shivering its tail and bobbing up and down every little while before darting 
to the ground to pick up an insect. Also hops on the ground to feed, prefer- 
ably in shady spots, occasionally entering bungalow verandas. A common 
and familiar spedes on its summer grounds where * every house has its 
pair *. 

FOOD. Insects, largely small beetles, 

VOICE and calls. Song, a loud pleasing trill of six or seven notes 
followed by a wheezy jingle reminiscent of a PrintWs — * a curious husky 
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sound resembling that made by pouring shot into a bottle * (BBO). Call- 
note tucc^tuce iitUilitie ; abo ‘ a mousy whit . . , rft . , , uj/jit . . , like a 
squeaking unoiled bicycle wheel revolving at moderate speed * (SA). Alarm- 
notes ee-tick or ee-tiek-tick. 

BREEDING. Seoson, from the beginning of May until early August. J/est, 
a cup of grass stems, moss, jimiper bark and rootlets, lined with fine grass, 
hair and feathers; placed in piled stone walls, buildings, under stones or in 
rock crevices, etc. Sggs, 3 to 6, usually 4 or 5, pale blue, sometimes almost 
white, occasionally very faintly marked wth reddish. Average size or28 eggs 
20*1 X 14*8 mm (Osmaston), of 60 eggs 19*9 X 14*3 mm (Baker), 
Brood-parasitized by Cueulus canorus. Incubation mostly by female, but to 
some extent apparently also by male. 

Museum Diagnosis. Male differs from rufiventris (1672) in having more grey 
on upperparts, espedally on crown. Winter series most satisfactorily separated on 
somewhat smaller site; Wing d'd' majority mder 85 mm v. majority over 85 mm 
in rufventris. First-year male keeps brown plumage but hasafew rufous feathers 
on lower breast. Young spotted ; for details of plumage see Richmond, 1 895, p. 82. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

9 9 77":Ii} ‘5-16 23-24 

Weight 12 c? 9 1^17 g (SA). 1 c? (December) 17-3 g (RAP). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill, legs and feet black. 

1672. Eastern Black Redstart, Phoentcurus ochruros rufiventris (Vieillot) 

Oenanthe rufventris Vieillot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. NaL, nouv. 6d., 21 ; 431 
(S. Africa errore = Gyantsc, Tibet vide Baker, 1921, Hand-list: 85) 

Baker, FBI No. 532, Vol. 2: 77 

Plate 89, fig. 3 ' 

LOCAL NAMES. Thirthira, Thirthir^kampS (Hindi) ; Phirire, LaUzirdi (Bengali) ; Aims 
bundigadti (Tdugu); Kankal (Munda). 

SIZE. Sparrow i » length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD aiAILACTERS. As in 1671, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Summer (breeding) visitor; the 
northern Himalayas from Garhwal east through Nepal and Sikkim. Breeds 
between 3360 and 5200 m in Tibetan steppe fades. Habitat as in 1671, 
Recorded on passage in the Himalayas as high as 6000 m (Mt Everest). 
Winters from the foothills of Kumaon, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunadi^ 
Pradesh south through Assam, Manipur, B^gladesh, and the Peninsula to 
Mysore and Tamil Nadu [Palni Hills (c. 10®N.), Nichols, JBNHS 44: 304]. 
Specimens intennediate between ruf^lris and phoemeuroides recorded in 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and w'cstcm Bengal (Whistler MS.}. Winter habitat 
as in. 1671. - 

MioRATZON. As in 1671. 

general HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1671. 

BREEDDto As fti 1671. A pair obscn,*cd with two concurrent nests c, 8 
metres apart; whUe the male was feeding half-grown young in one nest, tlie 


Tail 

{ 60-65 mm 
55-60 mm 
(HIV, SA) 


female was feeding younger chicks in the other (SA, JBNHS 46: 298). 
Average size of 1 00 eggs 20 X 14-6 mm (Baker); of4 eggs 21 *2 X I4*2mm 
(Ludlo\v). 

Museum Diagnosd. Male differs from phoenicurvides in having the crown and 
back entirely black. IVing larger, mostly over 85 mm p. under 85 mm in phoenieuroides, 
qv. 

Female like phomloiroides but much darker overall and tinged with orange- 
brown on belly and flanks. 

measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

ePe? 84-93\ .. .- /25-26 60-65 mm 

o O 82-88 J \24-25 56-64 mm 

(HW) 

Weight 2 c?!? (Apr.) 14, lB-5, I cT Quly) 17*7 g (GD). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill blackish brown; gape and mouth 
yellow. Legs and feet brownish black; sole* yellow. 


1673. Whitefrooted Rcdrtart. Phoenievrus phomicurus phoeninaus 
(Linnaeus) 

Moiadlla PhocTtKuras Linnaeus, 1758, SjiL Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 187 
(Europa Sweden) 

Phoenievrus phoenievrus turkesianievs Zarudny, 1910, Om. Monatsb. IB: 189 
(Bokhara) 

Not in Baker. FBI 
Plate 89, fig. 6 

jOCM. NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). , . . j 

FJELO CHARACTERS. Male (adult), summer. Jhri, forehead and sides 
aeck black. Forccrown white; rest of crown and back grey. Wings b™'™- 
mp and tail rufous; ceritral rcctriccs dark brown, Sthw, throat bUa; 
ast and flanks rufous. Centre of belly whitish; under tail.coverU bufl.^ 
itcr, grey of upperparts frin^d >vith rusty brown; flight-feathers fnngca 
h whitish and rusty; black of lower throat fringed with white as is also 

: rufous of underparts. , j ,^:i 

: cmalc very similar to that of ochruros (1671) but belly and under Uil- 
rests whitish buff, not fulvous. Not distinguishable in the field, 
ktale distinguished from Black Redstart by white forecrown and gin 
i: black of throat not extending to breast. 

TATi.'s. paTRWunos and iiAnrrAT. Tamge 

■thwestem Baluchistan (Robat — amsuson, JBNHS 41. 

Inal (Mastuj Valley, 1650 m — Perreau, ibid. 19: 909). Aflects garden 
1 better wooded locah'u’es than Black Redstart. 

■^traHmUcI. Breeds in the western and cmtial 'i‘ 

tish Isles to Lake Baikal, north to the hnut of trees Other 
at Turkmenia to Turke>- and in Morocco. W inters m Afnca south of the 
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jcoratiok. Recorded during spring passage, I and 22 April in Baluchis- 
tan, and middle of May in Chitral. A nocturnal migrant, pausing during 
the day. 

OCKERAI. HABITS. Solitary. Carnage and movements as in the Black 
Redstart but mote arboreal in habits. Usually perches on top of bushes, 
trees, fences or wires making short descents to the ground for insects. 

Tooo. Insects, 

VOICE and CAiis. Ordinary call-note ichet very similar to that of 
Chiffehaff (1574) or Northern Leaf Warbler (1572). Song more melodious 
fTian that of Black Redstart, without any grating notes. 

BREEDDfo. Extralimital. 

Mcsexw Diagnosis, See Field Characters. 

SCEASURZMENTS 


Winz 


150 d'd' 7S-a5 

(av. 79-1) I 
70 9 9 73-m \ 

(av. 77-4) J 


BiU 

(from skull) 
13-14 


Tml 

55-64 mm 


(Dementiev) 


Tarsus 20-23 mm (Witherhy) 

coLOxms or bake parts. Iris brovm. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brown. 


1674. Hodgson’s Redstart* Phoemctmis hodgsord (Moore) 

Rudeilla Hodgsom Moore, 1854, in Horsfidd & Moore, Cat. Bds. Mus. E.I. Co. 1 : 303 
(Bootan) 

Baker, FBI No. 530, Vol. 2 : 74 
Plate 89, &g. 7 

lOCAi. NAUE. Thdr’-cSprti (Nepal). 

SIZE. Sparrow ^ ; length e, 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (aduIt). Abeue, forehead to car-coverts black; 
forccrown whitish beconung ashy grey on cro^vn, nape and mantle. Wings 
brown with a conspicuous^ white patch. Rump and tail rufous, central 
rcctriccs dark brown. Brfom, entire throat and breast black. Rest of under- 
parts rufous. 

Female. Above, greyish brown; no wing-patch; rump and tail as in 
male. Below, throat and breast pale grey-broAvn becoming whitish on belly. 

Male distinguished from Black Redstart (1671) by grey back (r. black) 
and white patch on \ving. Female differs fiom female of ockfuros by grev'- 
brmvn breast contrasting ^vhitish bdly (c. tmifonn fulvous-b^o^vn 
underparts in echvros)^ 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoM and HABITAT. Winter visitor, unevenly distributed, 
locally common. The lower Himala>*as from Nairn Tal (Meinertzhagen, 
Jhis 1927 : 586) east through Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, and Anmachal Pradesh; 
from the foothills to e, 2800 tn, mostly in the foothills and sometimes adjacent 
plains; also south of Brahmaputra river in the Patkai hilts, Nagaland, and 
Mam'pur and Gachar hills. Records from Kashmir and Ladakh appear to be 
erroneous. May be expected to breed in northern Arunachal (north of the 


main range) as it docs in adjoining SE. 'Hbct between 2900 and 4200 m. 
Has been recorded on the south side of the Tsangpo Valley by Ludlow 
(Sang, Chayul Dzong). In summer affects dry, barren uplands in the same 
biotope as P. ochmros as well as open cultivation, light forest and valley 
Boots at lower devations (Schafer). In ^vintcr has a strong predilection for 
dry or partly dry river-beds in forest or cultivation; occasionally also in 
scrub, grassland and open parkland. 

Extralxmlvd, Breeds in the moimtains of western China (in Tibetan 
steppe facies) and eastern Tibet (\vestcm limit unknown). Winters in 
adjacent regions of Szechuan, Yunnan and northern Burma. 

lOGRATiON'. Arrives in winter quarters about the end of September and 
October, leaves in the first half of April. On summer grounds from end of 
hlard) to October, most birds leaving before the end of September. 

CEN*ERAi. HABrrs. Typical of the genus. In winter found in widely 
separated pairs near streams, or bushes in the outskirts of ndghbouring 
forest. Actions and behaviour on rocks and driftwood in streams parti- 
cularly reminiscent of Plumbeous Redstart (1679), In summer also frequents 
high poplars, flitting among branches and catching insects in the manner 
of a flycatcher. 

FOOD. Insects and berries (GD). 

VOICE and calls. Normal note a ringle clicking prit, like Blucfrontcd 
Redstart, q.v. Alarm-note, a rattling tnr, tschm. Song, short, almost tinny, 
•with little modulation (Schafer). 

BREEDiNO. Season, May to August. }{esl, a cnip of dry grass, fibres and 
moss, liued ^^*ith hair and wool; placed in stone walls, holes in banks, clefts 
in rocks or underneath a boulder. Eggs, 4 or 5, rarely 6, pale blue, as a 
scries dcddcdly darker than those of ochntros, sometimes faintly freckled 
svith reddish. Average size of 50 eggs 20 '4 X 14 • 7 mm (Baker); of 6 eggs 
21*2 X 15 mm (Ludlow). 

Museum Diacnoot. See Field Characters. First-year male similar to female. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skuU) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o’d’ 

82-88 

15-17 

23-25 

63-71 min 

99 

76-64 

14-17 

22-24 

66-76 mm 


(BB, SA) 

Weight 7 <?£? (winter) 16-19*5; 6 9 9 (v.Tntcr) 14*5-18*5 g (SA, BB, SDR). 
COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ixis dark brown. Bill very dark homy to black- Legs, 
fret and daws very dark horny to black; soles grey. 


1675. Blnefirontcd Redstart. Pkoerncunis frontalis (Vigors) 
Phoeniema frontalis Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 172 
(Himalayas =* Garhwal, vide Baker, 1924 (April), FBI 2; 69) 
Phoeniaavs frontalis Perales Koclz, 1954, Cootrib. Inst, 
Regional Exploration, No. 1 ; 13 (Karong, Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 526, Vol. 2: 69 
Plate 69. fig. 6 

LOCAL NAME. Tok-tirriri^pHo (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow j; ; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 
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n^LD CHARACTERS. Male (adult), summer. Above, forehead and super- 
dlium bright blue becoming dairker blue on 
crown and back. tVings bro^^'n. Rump rufous; 
tail rufous with central rcctriccs, outer edge of 
outer rcctriccs, and a broad terminal band 
nearly black. Below, throat dark blue forming a 
rounded bib on breast; rest of underparts 
orange-chestnuL 

Winter plumage similar but cro^vn and back 
flanged with rusty brown and tertials edged 
wth buff. 

Female. Above, olivc-browai, darker than most redstarts. A pale huffish 
cyc-ring. Tail pattern as in male. Below, throat and breast olive-brown; 
rest of underparts orange-brown. 

The black-centred tail with broad black terminal band distinguishes both 
sexes as well as the young in spotted plumage firom all other redstarts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. ConuDon altitudinal migrant. The 
Himalayas from Safrd Koh, Ch itral and Hunza cast to Anmachal-Pradesh 
(Ludlow Ibis 1944: 182). Breeds bctw'ccn e. 3000 and 4500 m [on Duala 
Dhar dow-n to 2700 m, locally to 2000 m (HW); in Nepal up to 5300 m 
(BB)]. Winters from c. 2700 xn down to c. 1000 m, mostly between 1500 and 

P^tnfeurnt frofttafh 



L— J Breeding fV-fli IVintcr 


2400 in; winters also in the hills south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland and 
Manipur, south to the Chittagong ranges. In summer affects dwarf 
rhododendron, jumper, birch and other scrub at and above timber-fine, 
and bouIdcr-strc^vIl slopes in the alpine zone. In winter (October to April) 
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frequents cultivation clearings, gardens, terraced fields, scrub pasture and 
open forest, 

Extralimital, The mountains of western China and eastern Tibet north 
to Kansu. Winters at lower elevations and south to northern Burma and 
northern Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually solitary, sometimes in small, loose parties 
after breeding or when migrating. Descends to ground from boulder or 
bush for insects or hops from branch to branch in bushes, occasionally 
catching insects in the air. Tail wagged up and down in the manner of 
Whitccapped Redstart (1716) not shivered as in the Black. 

FOOD. Insects, berries and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Call-notes, a single clicking tik or prit. Alarm-note a 
soft frequently repeated ee~tit~tit or tt-tt-tt-tt from a perch as well as in flight, 
* which soun^ like a noisy w’atch being >vound up a fe>y cogs at a time * 
(lastcr). Song * typically redstart’, a scries of sweet w-arbling and harsh 
grating notes recalling that of P. ockruros (GD) but less wheezy. Main song 
period is over by mid June, only occasional song being uttered into July. 

BREEDiNC. Season, May to August. P^cst, a cup of moss and grass lined 
with a few rootlets, hair and feathers, usually placed in a hollow in a bank, 
between stones, or in a wall, sometimes in holes in trees up to about seven 
metres from the groimd (once under the eaves of a house). Eggs, 3 or 4, 
pale pinky grey or light buffy, densely covered ^vith minute specks of pale 
reddish. Average size of 50 eggs 19*4 X 14*7 mm (Baker). Sometimes 
brood-parasitized by Curulus canonis. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Held Characters. First- year birds recognized by 
ochraccous tips to greater coverts. Postnuptial moult complete, in August and 
S^tcrober. 

Juvenile in spotted plumage dimorphic according to Diessclhorstt 1. Spots 
odbre, edges of inner flight-feathers golden brtrvN-n; xmderparU ochre, 2. Spots white 
or nearly while, cdg« of inner flight-feathers whitish ochre to almost white; under- 
parts whitish ochre. Intermediate plumages occur, 

MEASUREMENTS 



''Nlng 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(?d’ 

8+-93 

15-17 

24-25 
(onc€ 28) 

65-76 mm 

99 

BO-87 

14-16 

21-25 

64-70 mm 


(SA, BB, Stres.) 

Wdght 14 ti'd’ (May-Sept.) 15-19; 5 9 9 (May-Sept.) 14-3-17 g (GD> 
11 tpr? (OcL-.Apr.) 14-5-17-5; 13 9 9 (OcL-Apr.) 12-5-.18 g (BB.SA). 
COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Iris browTvish black. Bill, tegs and feel black. 

1 676. 'Whitethnsateti Redstart. Phaerdexans scfdsdreps (Gray) 

RaSdlla svkisdeeps Gray, 1846, Cat. Mainms. Bds. Nepal: 69, 153 
(Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 527, Vol. 2: 70 
Plate S9. fig. 9 
LOCAL NAMES. Nooc reco rd ed. 
rrrr.. SpaxTOw ^ ; length e, 15 cm (6 in.). 
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and rump chestnut. Wing blackish brniiT, tertials 

19M: IS^Brctlf^®’ iyJJ Pradesh (Ludlow. 7iu 

3000 to 4m m in ccntr^NepairA WgKfr^mrtl mcmdc^s^te; 


Phoenlairttt tchistleepi 



bettveen 1400 and 4200 m. In summer affects open, park-like forest, scrub 
oak on ndges, jumper scrub in open conifer forest, and shrubs in semi-dry 
ar^; favours stream banks. This species is strongly differentiated ecological- 
ly from other redstarts (Schafer). In the Himalayas, appears to replace P. 
fronlabs as the two species aremot found in the same areas. In winter affects 
open meadotvs and scrub, spanely scrub-covered hilkides with boulders 
and rock outcrops, occasionally forest. 


TURDINAE 

room Wts, berries (ormppopk^ cc.) and sma^I^^“ 

nor(?ch1^^r)“s'^g u^rdTd"' ^ 

m a hollow m a t™ or stream bank, or in a rock cleft conc^d by bu^a 
wthm a couple of metres from the ground. Egpt, 3, of three rimes' reddish 
c^m wath fine or^ge ^ckles, evTy distribm;i 'or fo^XpttlSe 
larp end; uns^tted pale reddish clay; or pale greenish gn^. with deme 

1^9 fl«binE- Average^e of 10 egg,’ 

. 19 3 X 14-6 mm (all breedmg data by Beick, J. Om. 85: 561-2) ^ 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 
measurements 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

to ^'^25 66-70 mm 

15-17 23-25 64-73 mm 

^ NBK, Rand & Fleming) 

17^' 3 o o'^F ^ ® ^ (I''!’ ) '5-5. 

17-5; 3 9 9 (Feb.-Mar.) 16-17 g (BB, SA). 

coLOtms or bahe pants. Iris brosvn. Bill, 1^, feet and clans black. 


1677. Danrian Redstart. Phnucums aunrms Uucoplirm (Bljth) 

Phamimra Imcopura Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 962 
• (Malay peninsula) 

Baker, FBI No. 528, Vol. 2: 71 
Plate 89, fig. 11^ 

LOCAL. NAMEib. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD ciiAJtACTERs. Male (adult), summer. Abovf, croum, nape and 
upper back slate-grey; centre of back black. Wings black svlth a prominent 
white patch. Rump and tail rufous, central rectrices blackish. Below, sides 
of neck and throat black. Rest of underparts rufous. In winter, grey and 
black of upperparts fringed with broivn. 

Female. Above, olive-brown, rump and tail rufous; a buff eye-ring and 
a small but distinct cream-coloured wing-patch. Below, breast fulvous- 
brown, throat paler; centre of belly cream-colour; flanb, vent and under 
tail-covcrts ochraceous. 

Male somewhat similar to ciythrogaster (1678) but distinguished by 
smaller size and black central rectrices (r. all chestnut). Female recognized 
by whitish wing»patch. 
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STATUS, DisTRiBtmoKand HABITAT. Summer (breeding) visitor to south- 
eastern Tibet aiiar adjacent parts of Arunachal Pradesh, between 2800 and 
370Q m, mostly^800-3300 m. Winters in the Himalayan foothills west to 
Sikkim and Daijceling and in the hills ofBangladesh, Assam, Nagaland and 
Manipur. In summer afi^ts openiforest, valley floors, cultivation and trees 
around upland \^ges. not occur in the arid Tibetan steppe fades. 
In winter found' in open country, vicinity of villages, secondary Jungle, tea 
^gardens, ^ong roads and tijacks in forest, and bushes by streams. 


PAoefllcurus ouroreus 



Breeding Winter 

I Uufopima (1677). 2 auTorna (RE). 


Extralimital. Breeds in western and northern China, north to Ussuriland 
and the X,ake Baikal region. Winters in southern China, Japan, Formosa, 
Hainan and northern Indochinese countries. 

MIGRATION. Recorded in winter quarters from October to March. A 
party on migration obscrv'cd in northern Sikkim at e. 4200 m in December 
(Meinertzhagen) . 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually soUtary or in pain, occasionally in small loose 
parties when migrating. Like 1 676 feeds much m the manner of a flycatcher 
and on bushes and medium-sized trees, descending little to the groimd. 
Territorial in wntcr as well as in summer. Tail flirted nervously. 

FOOD. Insects and berries. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note Uck-Uck (Schafer). Song undcscribcd; said 
to be ‘ cheerful *. Very silent in winter. 

BREEDING. SfosoTtf May to August. ATrjl, a cup of moss, grass strips, 
feathers and hair placed on the ground under expwed roots of trees, or in a 
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hollow in banks or >vall5. Eggs, 3 or 4, very variable in colour; one variety 
is described as pale green with a ring of light brown spots at the large end 
and a few elsewhere (Ludlow); for details of eggs from Chinn, sec Baker, 
Jiidtjicalhn 2: 67. Average size of4 eggs 18 X 14»5 mm (Ludlow). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Tarsus / Tail 

o' 9 70-77 23 58-60 mm 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull e. 15 mm 

colours or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. JllU, legs and feel black. 


1678. GuldenstadPs Redstart. Phoenicurus aythogasUr grandis (Gould) 

Rutxcilla grandis Gould, 1850, Proc. Zoo). Soc* London: 112 
, (Afghanistan and Thibet) 

Rulicilla Vigorsi Moore, 1 854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. Bds. Mus. E.I. Co. 1 : 304 
(Boo tan) 

Baker, FBI No. 533, Vol. 2: 78 
Plate 89, fig. 10 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow length e. 16 cm (6| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc (adult), summcT, Above, forehead and round 
the eye black; crown and nape while. Back and wings bbek; a large while 
%ving-patch. Lower rump and tail chestnut. Below, throat and breast black, 
rest of underparts chestnut. In winter, white of crown and black of liack 
and breast fringed with ashy. , . 

Female. Above, pale bro\sTi; a whitish eye-ring. Lower rump rulom; 
tail brownish rufous. Below, pale fulvous-brown; lower breast and flanks 


ochraceous buff; centre of belly whitish. ^ 

Striking colour pattern of male superficially resembles Whitccappw 
Redstart (1716), but larger size, conspicuous white wing-patch and uniformly 
chestnut tail diagnostic. ^ t • j* *1 

STATUS, DisrnuDunoN and. habitat. Resident, subject to altitumoa 
movemenri. Breeds in Chitral, Gilgit, Baltistan, LadaUi and along the 
norOicm Hiniala>’an slopes (sporadic on southern slopes) through 
Nepal (Dicsselhorst, 1968), Sikkim, Bhutan and Aninachal Pradesh. Breeui 
iicrivccn c. 3600 and 5200 m (in Tibet up to 5500 m), optimum Mnc 
J900-4800in. Winters in the valleys at losver elevations from c. '500 m 
seldom lower) up to 4800 m (Sikkim — Meinertzhagen, IW7): seanx 
outh of the main range in svintcr when recorded in Kashmir, aamoa 
down to 900 m), Nepal and Sikkim. In summer affects nver-beds ana 
Knildcr-strcssTi meadows and slopes in dry, barren alpine country a 
he dwarf scrub zone and in Tibetan fades. In winto- frcquwts ro^ 
noraincs and river-beds, and sparsely scrubbed hillsides, m y in ^ 
icinity of streams; very partial to Hippopheie thickets m vaUey tettoms. 

Eztralmitcl. Breeds also in Tibet, Turkestan and western C3ima, norm 
o the Lake Baikal region. Nominate race in the Caucasus and souttiern 
Caspian mountains. 





HANDBOOK VOLUME 8: 265-268 


577 


THRUSHES AND CHATS 265 


PhotnJcuw erylhro^oster 



incRATioK. Met wth at lo\s’er cle\‘alions bet\s’cen September and April, 
but movements irregular and dependent on weather conditions; lowest 
levels usually reached in January-. 

CE^XRAL HABITS. A vciA- hardy species often remaining at very high 
altitudes even during severe ^veather conditions, hlalcs apparently hardier 
than females, the latter deserting entirely their high summer grounds 
(Schafer), Very shy. Usually'’keeps to itself, but at times may be seen in 
loose company with other species, when forced down by bad weather to 
lower Ic\‘cls. Actions and behaviour ty-pically redstart. Flies from rock to 
rock or perches on boulders or scrub making short descents to the ground 
to pick insects, or hawking flying insects in the air. Replaces Whitecapped 
Redstart at high altitudes, taking insects amongst boulden along glacier 
torrents. 

Dbplqy. Male soars from -a prominent rock wth outstretched quivering 
vsings, shoNsing off Iiis striking plunaage (Schafer). 

FOOD. Sm^l beetles, ants and other insects. In Tibet often observed 
searching for insects inside carcasses of dead transport animals. In \vinter 
feeds almost exclusively on berries of juniper, Berbms^ and especially the 
bountiful Hippopkiu. 

VOICE and calls. Little recorded. Song short and clear, delivered from 
a prominent perch or during display flight (Schafer). 

BREECiKo. ^ Season^ May to August, a cup of dry grass shreds lined 
with wool, hair and a few feathers, placed in hollows bet\vecn stones or in 
walls. Eggs, 4, white -wtUi pale reddish freckles. Average size of 9 eggs 
22*7 X 17-4 mm (Osmaston). 
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Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Cliaractcn. Postnuplialmoultinjuly and August. 
Plumage of young spotted, \*ariable and with a bro-wn and a whitish phase (GD) 
as vRfrmtclis. Young males recognizable by white wing-patch. Postjus-cnal tnouli 
in September. 

MEASURE ITENTS 

^Ving Bill Tarsus T^ 

(from skull) 

o’d’ 101-115 17-18 2&-30 70-75 mm 

9 9 95-106 15-17 27-28 71-75 mm 

(SA, Ludlow, Schafer) 

Weight 1 9 ad. (Aug.) 25*2, 5 9 9 juv. 25-4-30-1; 6 d'ri' juv. 26-5-30-B 
g(GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE BARTS. Iiis black or brovkTi. BUI, legs, feet and da>^‘S bro^^^lX5h 
black to black. 

Genus Rhyacornis Blanford 

Blanford, 1872, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 41: 51, 

Ty-pc, by monolypy, PhatTneara f^dipnosa Vigors 

Differs from Phsenicurus by shorter tail and especially by very- different plumage 
of female and immature, both having a considerable amount of white in tail. Rictal 
bristles well de%Tloped. 

Cf. Desfayes, M., 1969, Ibis: 245. 


1679. Flumbeons Redstart. Rhjacomisfuliginosusfuliginosus (Vigon) 

Phoenievra fuligiMsa Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 35 
(Himalayas, restricted to Simla-Atmora area by Ticehurst & \N'hi5lIer, 1924, 
IbU:47l) 

Baker, FBI Ko. 535, Vol. 2: 81 
Plate 89, fig. 12 

LOCAL KAMES. Kota ttriv (Kashmir); Smadum parb^-pka (Lcpcha); 

(Bhutanese). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Entirely bluish slaty- with chestnut 
tail and rufous lower belly. 

Female. Above, dark grey-brown with two ro\N*s of white spots on %s'ing 
and a pale eye-ring. Base of tail white; rcctriccs partly white, tipped broadly 
and edged with brou-n. Below, mottled slate and white. 

Expanded while tail of female exposes a broNs-n triangle ssith the terminal 
end as its base. 

Males often breed in female-like plumage. 

STATUS, oisTRiBunos’ and habitat. Common resident, subject to 
altitudinal movements. The Himalayas from N.W.F.P. east%s*ard through 
Arunachal Pradesh, thence south through Nagaland, Manipur and the Khasi 
hills. Vertical distribution uneven. Breeds between c. 1200 and 2100 ra in 
Chitral (one record from Gilgit); c. 1200 to 3900 m from the Sutlg Valley 
to Simla, mostly above 1800 m but dou-n to 900 m in the Ktilu Valley 
up to 4300 m in Garhwa!, to 3200 — locally to 3S00 m — in 
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western Nepal, and 4400 m in Manangbhot (Low-ndes), but in eastern 
Nepal not over 3000 m (Diesselhorst) and down to c. 1500 m lu Kath- 
mandu Valle)’. In Sikkim and Bhutan does not ascend over 3700 m and 
may breed as low as 600 m (Salim Ali, Birds of Sikkim ) ; south of the 
Brahmaputra breeds bct\veen 1000 and 1800 m. Winters (October to 
March) from c. 2400 m down to the footluUs and terai (chiefly 1000-1800 


Rhyecomls Inosus 



J fuliptiosus (1679). Hi efaas (RE}- 


m), cast of Nepal extending for c. 20 km into the plains along the larger 
streams; also ssinicrs in the foothills of Bangladesh south to the Chitta^ng 
region, and along the Burma border. Females and young apparently winter 
at lower levels than males (Schafer). Affects nidiing torrents and streams, 
chiefly in a wet climatic zone ; docs not breed north of the main range. 

Extrclimiud. Ranges east to northern Vietnam, Hainan and China, 
north to Hopeh and Kansu. Another subspecies in Formosa. 

CEXERAL HABITS. Solitary' or in pairs. Confined to mountain str e a ms 
where it flits from boulder to boulder, catching insects by maldng short 
sallies in the air or pursuing them with rapid steps o%*cr stones, sometimes 
hm-cring for an instant and snatching them from the surface of the -water. 
^^^cn perched, the tail is continuously opened and shut rapidly with a 
scissors-likc action and simultaneously wagged up and down. Very crepus- 
cular, hunting late into the dusk till too dark to be seen but for the t^v^nkUng 
white in ilic female’s tail. This twinkling produces the exact effect of water 
cascading ox-cr stones in a torrent, and c\’cn in good daylight often obliterates 
the bird against its background in an astonishing way. Maintains jealously 
guarded feeding territories in winter, demonstrating aggrcssivxly against 


intruders of its oism kind while tolerating other species, c.g. IVhitecappcd 
Redstart and forktails etc. Cranes neck forsvard, tail fully fanned out and 
depressed, and utters a sharp, angry, prolonged krreee (SA). If this warning 
unheeded, attacks and chases intruder back to its owm borders. Very terri- 
torial also in the breeding season, each pair staking out a stretch of river 
(Diesselhorst, Bates, Schafer) and assiduously keeping off interlopers. How- 
ever, Baker {Nudifectwn 2: 77) states that two pairs may be seen feeding on 
the same stretch of water, while nests are often placed within a short distance 
of one another. If so, this must be exceptional. 

Display. Flies almost vertically up in the air some 5 or 6 metres, then 
swoops dowTi in a wdc spiral to its original position (Cranbrook). Also 
described (if different from above), a slow and fluttering flight with tail 
fully spread out (Smythics), and a slow flight wth rapidly vibrating %vings 
in a short parabola from rock to rock (Whistler). Display’ very like that of 
w’hcatcars (Baker). 

FOOD. Chiefly insects, occasionally berries (Diesselhorst). 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a sharp pet, zift (Schafer) ; threat call, a 
sharp krreee (above). Song, a sharp, crctiky and metallic jingle of about five 
seconds* d-uralion exactly like a cricket’s chirping and similarly rising in pitch 
(SA); uttered from a boulder or during display’ flight (q.v.). Song period, 
mainly' February to Jimc (Proud) but may occasionally be heard in winter. 

BREEDiNO. Season, April to J^y. Double brooded. AVr/, a cup of green 
moss, grass, rootlets and a fc%y dead leaves lined with rootlets, fibres, hair 
or W’ool; usually placed on a ledge of rock, in a crcricc or hole in stream 
banks, in the stonc^^•ork of bridges, occasionally under the caves of a 
streamside house, in hoIIo^vs in trees or stamps — rarely cv'cn against the 
trunk of a tree up to c. 4 metres above the ground. Seldom built more than 
50 metres or so aw’ay from streams. Eggs, 3 to 6, normally 4, v'cry pale grey- 
green with reddish brown markings usually farming a ring or cap at the 
large end. AN'erage size of 14 eggs 19*8 X 14*6 mm (BBO); cf 100 eggs 
18'7 X 14 *5 mm (Baker). Construction oFnest by both sexes; incubation by 
female alone, period undetermined. Both sexes tend the young. Brood- 
parasitized by Cunilas canoras andC. fugax. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters- Young. Abeve, gre^’-brenv-n with 
small whitish spots (huffish on wing). Upper tan<o\'crts white; tail white except 
distal half of central rec*.iccs and outer margins of outermost rcctriccs which are 
dark brown. Belcw, ihruat, breast and flanks grey-brown densely spotted with 
whitish; belly white v/ith dusky fringes; under surface of tail while except for brown 
tip. Young moult into brown fcmale-Iikc plumage- Males often breed in this brown 
dress and apparently do not acquire adult plumage until the second year. 

UEASURTMENTS 



Wing 

Bffl 

(fiem skull) 

Tanus 

Tail 

e’e' 

72-SO 

15-16 

22-24 

50-57 mm 

9 9 

63-83 

13-14 

21-24 

40-53 mm 


(BB, S-\, CBT, Stres.) 

Wright 3 eftf (spring) 17*7-19 g (GD). 5 o' o' (Nov.-Dee.) 16-6-J9-I; 4 9 9 
(OcL-Dec.) H-8-16-8 g (R-AP). 5 c’lf (OcL-Apr.) 14-21; 4 9 9 (OcL-Apr.) 
15-18 g (S.A, BB). 
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COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Iris browB. Bil!, legs and fret blackish broim; soles 


Genus HoDcsorttus Bonaparte 

Hodgsmas Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av. 1 : 300. Tjpe, by laonotypy, 
Bmhypicnu phamimmdi! ■ Hodgs.’ = Bradypttrm phatnimoiiss [ju] Gray ’ 
Wmg short and rounded. Bill as in Brackypuryx. Rictal bristles Realc. Tarsus and 
tail long. 


] 680. Hodgson’s SiortsvMg or WbitebeUied Redstart. Hadgsoniut 
phoenicuroides phoenicuroides (Gray) 

BTad)>ptenis phamicuroides [wj Gray, 1846, Cat. Marams. Bds. Nepal; 70, 153 
(Nepal) 

Baker, tBI No. 491, Vol. 2:21 
Plate 89, fig. 13 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. ' Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (7| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Above, slate-blue with two small 
white spots on wing. Tail long and graduated, blackish, base of outer 
rectrices rufous. Below, throat and breast slate-blue; belly white; under 
tail-coverts blackish tipped white. * 

White -^ving-spots conspicuous in flight and when wings drooped. 

Female. Above, brown; tail with rufous patch at base as in male. 
Below, fulvous, centre of belly whitish. 

First-year male like female but much darker brown; often breeds in this 
plumage. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAPiTAT. Alu'tudinal migrant. Summer 
(breeding) visitor, locally common: the Himalayas from the Indus river 
(Kagan) east through Arunachal Pradesh. Breeds between 2400 m (isolately) 
and 3900 m, in Nepal up to 4400 m. Winters (September to May) from at 
least ISOOmdou'n to the foothills. Affects dense thickets of birch and juniper, 
chiefly near and above timber-line. In winter frequents bush jungle, under- 
growth and edges of forest. 

Extralimilal. Extends east to Yunnan. The species ranges north to Kansu 
and Shensi and ^vinters south to the northern Indochinese countries. 

GENER.AL HABITS. Robin-likcj very shy and retiring. Makes short flights 
from bush to bush; feeds on the ground. Tail often erected almost vertically 
and expanded, especially when calling, displaying the rufous base otherwise 
concealed or inconspicuous. 

FOOD, Insects; in autumn berries are also taken (Schafer). 

VOICE and calls. Song, a complacent-sounding, loud, rather melan- 
choly whistled phrase of three notes, the middle one prolonged and highest, 
the last a half-tone Io\ver than the first (BBO), rendered as pe^pte-pit (SA) 
or he did so (Whitehead). Usually given from a bush-top or tree early 
morning and late evening — even during moonlit nights. Song period June 
to August, Alarm-note a robin-like isiep tsUp Ik tk or tek tek sie (GD). Other 
notes described as a monosyllabic ehwk. 
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Disrributionai range 

BREEDING. Seosoii, Junc to August. JVest, a deep cup of grass and dead 
leaves, lined with moss or fine grass, hair and a few feathers; reminiscent of 
a nighlingale’s. Placed in low bushes within 30 to 50 cm from the ground, 
or even on the ground itself. Eggs, normally 3, sometimes 2, rarely 4, deep 
blue-green. Average size of 31 eggs 22*2 X 16*1 mm (Osmaston); of 
60 eggs 22*7 X 16*1 mm (Baker). Often brood-parasitized by Cuculus 
canoTus. Incubation apparently by female alone; period undctcrmuicd. 
Both sexes tend the young. 


Muszusi Djacnosis, 

See Field Characters. 


SinASUREMCNTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tail 

2 cJ’d' 

72, 74 

(from skull) 

18-19 

f 77, 79 mm 

4 9 

69-72/ 

\ 76-78 mm 

Tarsus c. 30 mm 



(BB, SA) 


VVeisht 2 d’ei’ O^b') 22-5, 22*7; 4 P ?> (August) 22^24*8 g (GD). I p (Nov.) 
24g(SA). 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Ifls dark bfOuTi. Bill black (cp), bro^m ( P ). Lep and 
feet brown, soles paler. 
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Order Passeriformes (coat.) 

Pamily Muscxcafidae (coat) 

Subfkniily Turdikae : Thnnhes aad Chats (coat.) 

Gcaus CiKCLiDiUM Blyth 

Cvtdidasn Blyth, 1842, Jour. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 11: 181. Type, by moaot^-py, 
C. fmisU Bl^th 

AfttffifjZrtfl Hodgson, 1845, Proc, Zool. Soc- London: 27. T>’pc, by original 
designation, tr^cura Hodgson ve Mvso^lzia Agassiz, 1841 {vUt Mayr, 1938, 
Ibb: 293) 

Mywntle * Hodgs * = Gray, 1846, Gen- Bds. 1: 178. Kew name for Aftticwjrlcifl 
Hodgson 

^ielUru Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Beng;al 16; 136. New name for CtK£ii£xan 
Bly-th, 1842 

Tail conaderably longer than tarsus. Bill Surly stout, rictal bristles short. Tarsus 
strong, moderately long. 

Key to the Spedea 


Tarsus over 32 mm C. JrmSsl* 

Tarsus under 32 mm C. letiamnn 


1681, Whitctdled Blue RoHn. Cinclidixmt Irjcmim (Hodgson) 

Af.Cttwytia) Irjcsra Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zoot Soc. London: 27 (Nepal) 
KalsitU IrJssTd xlnpi&sa Kocla, 1952, Jour. Zooh Soc. India 4; 41 
(Tekhubama, Naga IGUs) 

Baier, FBI No. 554. VoL 2: 106 
Plate 89, fig. 14 

XjOCAI. nakt. Mffigsida (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; c. 17 cm (6J in.). 

held characters. Male (adult). Ahozt, lores, round the eye and rides 
of head black. Forehead, short supcrdlium and shouldcn blue. Rest of 
upperparts dark indigo. Tall bladdsh \s-ith 
two white patches on basal half (prominent 
onlyinfi^ht). BrLm, throat and breast black; 
a white patdi on each ride of neck, usually 
concealed. Belly dark indigo. 

Female, rufous olive-bro\^*n; a 

ferruginous eye-ring. Tail dark brown edged 
ferruginous, and Vkiih white patches as in 
male. Below, throat ochraceous; breast rufous-brots*n; belly greyish brov,*n. 
The conspicuous white patches in the tml of both sexes du^ostic. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABirAT. Resident, subject to vertical seasonal 
movements, locally common. From central Nepal east through Arunachal 
Pradesh, thence south through the Patkai Range, Nagaland, hlanipur and 

I 


Meghalaya in the Cachar, Khari and Garo hills. Breeds between 1200 and 
2700 m; winters from c. 1500 m dcrwTi to the foothills and, in Meghalaya,- 
adjacent plains. Affects imdcrgrowth in shady, broad-leaved evergreen 
forest, usually in the vicinity of small streams. 


Cindidium feucurtm 



Dimibutional range i laesnm {i68i) a cenbodiamrm (RE) 

3 nsettvtm (RE) 

Eximlimital, Extends cast to Hupeh, Kweichow and Vietnam, and 
south through the hfalay Peninsula. 

GEKERAi. HABITS. Solitary and as a rule very secrcrive. Feeds on the 
ground and in bushes. ^Vhcn disturbed flics on to a dead log or low branch 
where it sits opening and closing its tail. Presently descends again to hop 
about and feed, fiicl^g aride and turning ove^ dead leaves in the quest. 

FOOD. Insects and, at least in autumn, berries (GD). 

VOICE and caxxs. A clear, liquid song of robin quality — several phrases, 
each given separately with a conriderable pause between: Ir-llf-i-le — tre-i 
.... iTjei-ja'tcfi .... (Lister). Often sings from an exposed perch. * The 
bird would perch on a t\vig while singing and lean forw’ards, at the same 
time spreading the tail .... One continually raised and depressed its tail 
quite riowly while singing and at the saroe time expanded and contracted 
it* (Lister). Song period, mid hlarch to mid September (Proud). Other 
notes unrecorded. 

BREEDiNC. Season, April to August, chiefly hlay and June. The majority 
of birds have two broods, using the same nest for both (Baker). Akrf, a deep 
cup when sheltered from above, often domed or semi-domed when in open 
banks; made mostly of rootlets mixed with some dead leaves and green 
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moss lined with rootlets, placed in a crack or hole in some vertical rock 
near streams or in a grassy or mossy bank, sometimes among boulders or 
exposed roots of trees o\xrhanging a stream. Eggs, 3 or 4, almost tvhite to 
pale pink, some wth a faint darker coronal band at the large end and an 
indistinct indication of a speckled pattern; rather riimlar to eggs of Lai^ 
^Gltava (1428). Avemge size of 65 eggs 22*9 X 17 mm (Harrison &. Parker, 
Bull. Brit. Ottu CL 86: 71-3), Building of nest by both sexes. Incubation 
mostly by female, also by male. 

Museum DiACSosn. See Field CharactcTS. Young very dark brown (o') or 
olive-brown ( 9 ) spotted wth Terruginous; white patches in tall as in adult. Post- 
juvenal moult of body, lesser and me^an c over ts. First-year birds distinguished by 
retention of ochraceous tips to greater coverts. Postnuptial moult apparently in 
September (fresh plumage in October). 

HEASUREMENTS 

"VVing BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

cfd' 89-100 18-19 27-29 €9-85 mm 

9 9 88-91 — — — mm 

(SDR, BB, a4) 

Weights cfo' (Oct.-Nov.) 24-30 g (GD, SA); I 9 (winter) 26 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE TARTS. Male. Iris brown. Billylegs and feet blade. Female. 
Iris browTs. BUI homy. Legs and feet brown. 


1682. Blaefronted Robin. Cvwliduan Jronicle JimtaU Blyth 

CiarliiuCT /mlds Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 181 (Sikkim) 
Baker, FBI No. 555, Vol. 2: 107 
PUte 89, frg. 15 

LOCAX. XAXES. Nonc Tec o rdcd. 

SIZE. Bulbul i ; length c. 19 cm (7J in.). 

FiEiD CHARACTERS. Malc (adult). Aboz<e, lores, fitmtal band and round 
the eye black. Forehead, short super^um and shoulders cobalt-blue. Rest 
of upperparts deep slaty blue. Bdow, deep slaty blue; coitre of belly and 
under tail-co%*cns whitish. 

Female, ^^^lole plumage rufous brown; a pale eye-ring. Centre of 
belly and vent whiurii. 

Both sexes %’ery similar in coloration to C. Inosrvn but ta3 greatly gra- 
duated and without any white, and lamis considerably longer. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. A mtc and little known spedcs. 
Rcctsrdcd only from Nepal (probably extreme eastern part), Sikkim and 
Darjeeling. In the latter district taken in June at Palmajua, 2250 m, about 
5 km northeast of Tonglu (Pa\*ntcr, ts IstL). AEcets subtropical wet forest. 

Ezirsirntiri. Another subspecies in northem Vietnam and Laos. 

CESTRAi. BABTTs, FOOD and \'OTCE. UnknowtL Specimens have been 
tak e n in heavy forest near the ground. 

EREEDpcc. Unknown. 

Musrcu DiACKom. See Field Characters. 


mtsaaaaxn 

WW 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tan 

6'^ 

83-91 

(from feathen) 
14-15 

37-38 

75-80 mm 

99 

81-82 

13 

— 

78 mm 

2 d'd' 

87, 88 

13 

38,40 

(Baker) 
outer inner 

63, 67 65, 66 yn™ 


(Eddie, Glasgow Unh*. Hunterian Mus.) 

Weight 2 c?d' (June) 25-5, 26-2; 2 9 9 (June) 25, 25 g (RAP). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Male. Iris, bilJ, legs and feet black. Female. Iris 
very dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet fleshy grey. 

Genus Grandala Hodgson 

GrerJeJa Hodgson, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc- Bengal 12; 447. 

Type, by monotypy, CrerAsla coelieoter Hodgson 

■Wing very long and pointed, first primary (as.) minute, second longest or equal 
to third. Tail square. Upper tail<ovcrti %-ery long, about two-thirds of ta3. Bill 
about half the length of the head, rather slender. Rictal bristles short and weak.' 


1683. Gra n cULu Greidsla coeUcolor Hodgson 

Cr.(caic!fl) coeUcoUx [rif] Hodgsou, 1843, Jour. Ariat. Soc- Bengal 12: 447 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 541, VoL 2 ; 89 
Plate 90, fig. 3 
LOGAE NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE- Bulbul -f ; length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. MbIc (adult). Endrcly bright purple-blue with a 
silky sheen, except for lores, wings and tail 
which arc black. 

Female very diflerent- Aho^, bead and 
neck brown streaked with fulvous white. 
Rest of upperparts brown. Tips of terrials 
and a patch cm wing white, the latter 
conspicuous in flight. Rump and upper 
ta3-coverts tinged with blue. Behw, brown 
streaked with fulvous white, more so on 
throat and breast. 

STATUS, DBTRiBCTioN and HABITAT. Rcridcnt, sulyect to vertical moiT- 
mcats, locally plcntifuL The Himalayas from Kashmir (Kishenganga and 
liddar vaUe>-s) cast through Arunachal Pradesh. Found in summer between 
3900 and 5400 m, chiefly above 4300 m. \Vmtcrs mostly above 3000 m 
Md up to at least 4300 m, irregularly descending to lower levels (c. 2200 m) 
in bad weather. In summer affects boulder-strewn alpine meadows, rocky 
slopes, screes and cliff above the dwarf scrub zone. In winter frequents 



X e. I 


• tor lyttsssiuc pQsxtit» cased oa asteotogr jee Pyexft, 1927; for 
t»Ha Kc M e£a gt t iaty=a, 1917, DesfiTts. 19w xsd Dies*e!l»rT% 1953. 
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n%es and rocky mountainsides. Both in winter and summer has 
lor rain-sw'cpt ndgcs and heights. 


a preference 


(jron<fa/e cotltcofor 



Distributional range 

Exlralimital, Extends to Yunnan, Szechuan and north to Kansu. 

GENERAL HABITS. In summcr keeps at the highest elevations in loose 
flocks of 5 to 60 individuab, presumably breaking up into paire in late June 
(cf. Dicsselhorst, 1968: 309) and flocking again towards-thc end of August. 
A preponderance of adult males over brown-plumaged birds has been noted 
by Sch^er, Sdlim AU and Desfayes. However, flocks composed almost 
entirely of brown-plumaged birds have been recorded by Mcinertzhagen 
and Diesselhorst, thus supporting the view of a segregation of the sexes and 
bro^vn-plumaged individuals. In winter congregates in restless swarms of 
several hundred birds (once estimated at over 1000 ). *This swarm kept 
circling high over the valley, chiefly gliding, with occasional wing-beats. 
'Hie cloud appeared as though wafted here and there by the wind. From 
time to time the birds would drop steeply like rain more or less in unison to 
settle on tall leafless trees, covering the top branches in dense clusters. Every 
little while, for no apparent reason, the s\varm would suddenly take wing, 
circle aloft and tumble again into another tree in a restricted beat ** of 
rocky mountainside * (SA). * Their flight is buoyant, beautiful and effort- 
less, and even in the strongest svinds they seem to do exactly as they please, 
wheeling sometimes like flocks of scattered waders and at oicr times taking 
the strong, direct flight of a rock-thrush’ (Mcinertzhagen). Flight some- 
times likened to that of starlings or even bee-eaters; this comparison how- 
ever is superficial and rests upon its long-svinged, slim aspect and the 
formation of large flocks; on closer observation, its movements and carriage 
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appear decidedly turdinc and do not show the least resemblance to starUnn 
(GD); its flight approaches nearest that of the rock thrush, while on the 
ground it also resembles the rock thrush (hfeinertzhagen). Finds most of ia 
food on the ground, hopping about and often jumping chat-Iikc on to a 
rock. Feeding territory' often several hundred metres away from nest. 
Probably spends nights in cliffs as birds have been obscr\*cd at dusk to fly 
toward mountainside crags. In autumn and winter readily perches on trees 
and bushes. Has a habit of flicking open its tail and wings simultaneously. 

FOOD. Insects, caterpillars, tipulid larvae (GD), pupae, moths, seeds 
and berries; in autumn berries of Vaednium and in winter those ot Hippophiu^ 
Large flocks occasionally raid cultivated fruit-trees in autumn and cause 
some damage. 

VOICE and calls. A very silent bird. Call-note tjUu or lju-ti. Song, a 
mere variation of the call-note, a soft, clear {/i-u tji-u ti-tu tji-u audible at 
close range only, uttered occasionally even in summer; given from a rock 
or boulder (Desfayes). 

BREEDING. Stoson, sccond half of June and July*. a large, neat cup 
of dry grass covered with moss, lined with feathers and other soft material, 
placed on a ledge of rock in a vertical or overhanging cliff (^Vh> 7 npe^, 
JBNHS 20: 1158 and 22: 196; Sheriff, Itis 1944: 185). apparently 
only 2 , greenish w'hitc marked all over with reddish bro\vn blotches and 
purplish secondary markings. Tw'o eggs measure 29-7 x 19*4 and 
27*3 X 21 mm (Baker). Young fed by both parents. Breeding biology 
imperfectly known. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Young similar to female but streaks 
larger, ground colour darker; streaks extend well on to mantle but are faint on rump 
and upper tail-coverts which are not tinged with blue. First-winter male (after 
posijuvcnal moult) similar to female but streaks narrower. Possibly breeds in this 
dress? Blue plumage assumed on first postnuptial moult in the second year uhen 
plumage shows a mixture of blue and brown feathers; moult apparently starb on 
abdomen and under tail-coverb. At this time brown rectrices and remiges arc also 
replaced by black. Postnuptial moult complete, in August and September. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BIU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 


140-152\ 

20-22 

/29-3J 

84-91 mm 

99 

135-147/ 

\29-30 

77-87 mm 


(NBK, SA) 

Weight 4 epot (July) 42-46, 2 {ptf (August) 50, 52; I Q (July) 38; 4 juv. 
43-7-51 g(GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Male. Irts dark brown. Bill black; gape and inside 
of mouth bright orange-yellow (summer, hJD); inside of mouth of both sexes bright 
lemon-yellow (winter; po»ibly a seasonal variation? —SA). Legs, feel and claws 
black. 

(3enu5 Enicurus Temminck 

Enictinu Temminck, 1822, Pl.^col. (19), pi. 1 13. Type, by monot>’py, Sntnirm 
eprmtttus Temminck (=? Turdus Z/seftmavIli ViciUot) 

Mtcroctcftla Sharpe, 1883, Cat, Bds. Brit. Mus. 7: 312, 322. Type, by monotypy, 
Smciffus Snalfri Vigors 
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Characterized by long, graduated and deeply forked tail (except scmtleri in which 
tail is short, square and only slightly forked), and by conve-x lower mandible. Bill 
strong and fairly stout. Rictal bristles well developed. Wing long, first primary 
(as.) about half the length of second. 
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Enicurut scouleri 


Key to the Spedes 




Page 

7 

Tail over 8 era 

1 Back spotted 

. . . maeulatus 

13 

2 Back unspotted 


iO 

b Back black 

i Black of underparts restricted to upper throat. . 

. .E. immaculatus 

9 

ii Black of underparts extending to breast 

...E. leschenauUi 

12 


1684. Little ForktaiL Enicums scouleri scouleri Vigon 

Enicurus Scouleri Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool, See. London: 174 (Himalayas = Simla) 
Baker, FBI No. 525, Vol. 2: 65 
Plate 90, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAME. Ooons-jvmbfek’Pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD characters. Abovc, forchcad white; rest of head, neck and upper 
back black. A conspicuous white ‘ triangubr ’ bar across wing. Lower back 
and base of Uil white, a black band across rump. Tail blackish brown, 
slightly forked, outer rcctrices white. Below, throat black; rest of underparts 
white smeared sWth black on breast and flanks. Legs fleshy white. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to seasonal 
vertical movements; locally common. The Himalayas from N.VV.F.P, and 
Gilgit cast through Amnachal Pradesh, thence south to Nagaland and 
Meghalaya in the Cachar and Khasi hills, Manipur ( ?) and Bangladesh in 
die Chittagong ranges. Breeds chiefly between 1800 and 3300 m, un- 
commonly down to 1000 m (below Mussoorcc — Rattray; Cachar — Baker) 
or up to 3700 m (headwaters of Khola river, central Nepal — Desfayes). 
Winters (October to March) mostly between 1000 and at least 2000 m, 
locally dowm to c. 300 m. Affects torrential rocky streams and w'atcrfalls. 

Exlralimital. Extends west to Tadzhikstan and Kirghizstan, cast through 
aiina and south to nortlicm Vietnam. Another subspecies in Taiwan. 

GENERAL HADITS. Rathcr Similar to those of Plumbeous Redswrt (1679), 
q V hict with perched singly or in pairs along small rocky hill streams, 
muaUy in the vicinity of waterfalls — its favourite hunting ground-— 
commonly in loose association svlth Plumbeous and Wliitecappcd Red- 
stare but with some rivalry for coveted stances. Incessantly wags IB 
stumpy tail slowly up and down and rapidly opens and sbuB it wath a 
rhythmic, scissoe-Ukc action, the ilickcring black-and-white pattern p^ 
ducing the c-sact effect of water rippling over the rooghnwes ol the rocks. 
Picks inseco off tlic surface of the slippco’ wet rocle or the water flowing 



Distributional ranges 

t'/ 1 ( 1684 ) C-J /ortii (RE) 

over them, occasionally fi>'ing (hovering) out over the spray in their punult. 
Sometimes plunges into a foaming lorrcnt, like a dipper, apparently 
running along the bottom against the current (Perreau, JDNHS 19 : 908). 
Feeds chiefly in the morning and evening, usually resting in betvrcen in 
nearby scrub. As a rule frequents smaller and more turbulent streams than 
the larger forktaib, but in winter sometimes seen well out in wide slow- 
flowing rivers. 

FOOD. Aquatic insects and their larvae. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Seosort^ April to June. AV/f, a compaa cup of green moss lined 
with skeleton leaves, placed on a ledge or cleft in rock, often behind a 
waterfall, or in a hole in moss-covered banks. E^s, normally 3, ocfAsionally 
2, rarely 4, white, sparsely speckled wiih Ugln reddish. Average p* 
25 eggs 20' 1 X 15 mm (Baker). . 

Museum Diacnoso. See Field Oiaractcn. Young: whole cfoivn, »id» o« 
head and back sooty brovi-n. Underparts white, feathers of throat and breast wuh 
dark margins. Rol'as in adult but black replaced by sooty brown. Pmrjuiena) 
moult of body, lesser, and median cos erts. 

UEA5UREMENTS 

Wng Bill Tmus Tail 

(from skull) 

JO 72-79 13-15 •*'-5' 

(Strcj., .6A. BB) 

Weight 2 o’O' (Oei.-Nov.) 17, 18-6: 3 <; 9 (Oct.-Nw.) 12-16 g (RAT. .SA, 
” CTUJU.. or DARi: rAKTt. Im hrm.-n. Bill hbclc. Up tmd feel Ecd.)- wbif- 
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1685, Blackbadced TorVtall. Erdamis immeailatus (Hodgson) 

MoUcUlc (Entctcnu) Itrsnacslabu Hodgson^ 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 190 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 520, Vol. 2: 61 
Plate 90, fig. 7 

Ljocal KAMI. Tnfuidiha gejeba (Kacha Naga). 

snx. Bulbul, ssith a long tail; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD characters. , General effect of a pied svagtall, Abore^ forehead and 
supcrcilium white. Rest of head and back black. Rump white continued as 
a white band across black wings. Tips of secondaries white. Tail long, very 
deeply forked and graduated; outer rcctriccs white, inner ones black with 
white tips emphasizing the graduated aspect. Below, upper throat black, 
rest white. Sexes alike. 

Lcschcnault’s Forktail (1687) is similar but larger and with a black breast, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, scarce west of Sikkim, 
commoner cast%N’ards. The Himala^Tin foothills below c. 1450 from GarhNval 
cast through Anmachai Pradesh, the foothills of Mcghala^'a, Nagaland, 


Enicurus Irnmoculetw 



Distributional range 

hlanipur, hlizoram and Bangladesh south to the Chittagong r^on ; in the 
latter areas breeds below 900 m, mostly below 500 m, and in the adjacent 
plains in wooded terrain. Affects rocky hill streams and muddy or sandy 
banks of rivers where current is still rapid, and almost alwa)*s flowing through 
dense damp forest; in Nepal restricted to streams running through deciduous 
forest. 

JExtffllimhcI. Ranges east through Burma and Th 2 uland. 
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GENERAL iiASTTS. Thosc of the gcTius (cf. 1686, 1688). Solitary. FVcqucnts 
stones and bouldcn in and along wooded streams, incessantly ss*agging its talL 

FOOD. Insects- 

voiCE and a^.LLs. Call-note a sharp mrUsee, the second syllable D.vo notes 
higher than the first (Fleming) ; sometimes only the flnt note is given. Has 
* a short song *. 

BREEDING. Season, end of March to May. Akif, a cup of green moss wnth 
a few roots and dead leaves, lined with skeleton leaves; placed on ledges 
or in crc\'iccs of rock, often where ss-atcr is dripping, or in hoUom in fallen 
trees or stream banks. Eggs, normally 3, pinkish, feebly marked \rith reddisb 
brown specks and irregular blotches, sometimes forming a cap at the large 
end. Average size of 28 eggs 20*8 x 15*8 imn (Baker). Building and 
incubation by both sexes; incubation period undetemuned. 

Museum Diacnosts. Sec Field Characters and Kc>* to the Species, Young 
has head, neck and back sooty brosn; no while on forehead, Undcrparis while, 
breast-feathers with blackbh margins. Tail as in adult but shorter and feathers 
narrower. Posijuvenal moult of body, lesser, median and greater emorts and ap- 
parently the tail (H\V). 

MEASUREMENTS 

wing Bni Tail 

(from skull) 

3 cf'oi 86-98 \ / ^24 (onemsd.) mm 

2 9 9 86, 90 / \ 127 (one rasd.) mm 

(Rand & Fleming) 

Tarsus c. 26 mm 

W^eight 1 9 (October) 25 g (GD); 1 o? (Oct) 26 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF DARE FARTS. Ifis brown. Bill black. Legs and feel pale fleshy while. 


1686. Slatybacked Forktail. Enicunis schistaceus (Hodgson) 

Motccilla (Enievrus) schhtaceus Hodgson, 1836, Asian Res. 19: 189 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 519, Vol. 2 : 59 
Plate 90, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAME, Inruidiha (Kacha Naga). 

SEE. Bulbul, with a long tail; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Ahore, z narrow frontal band and short supcrcilium 
white. Crown and back slaty. Wings black Nvith a broad white band across, 
a smaller white patch on primaries and white tips to tcrdals. Rump white. 
Tail as in immaevtatus (1685). Below, chin and sides of throat black. Rest of 
underparts white, slaty on sides of breast. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, subject to vertical move- 
ments; rare west of Sikkim. The Himalay-an foothills from Kumaon. east 
through Arunachal Pradesh and the foothills of hicghalaya, Nagaland, 
Manipur, hlizoram and Bangladesh south to the Chittagong region. Breeds 
bct\\ecn c. 300 and 1600 m. In winter extends down to the base of the Hills 
and adjacent plains. Affects rocky torrents in dark dense forest, although it 
appears to be less a forest bird than macul»tus (1688), and also frequents 
nullahs running through cultivated areas; also prefers larger streams. 
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\ Distributional range 

Extralimital. Ranges cast through the Indochinese countries and 
southern China to Fukien. 

GENERAL HABITS, A low-aldtudc forktail. Keeps solitary or in pairs on 
wooded rocky streams. Hops or flits from stone to stone over the surface of 
>vater, or trips Ughtly over boulders in search of insects. Rarely if ever 
forsakes a streambed. When disturbed and driven to the limit of its tenitorj' 
(which may extend over a 120-metrc stretch) the bird promptly doubles 
back to the stream in a scmidrclc behind the observer; sometimes seeks 
shelter in thickets. Often seen in company with E. iTrvncadatus (Nepal). 
Flight and behaviour very reminiscent of a w'agtail; flight somewhat less 
undulating. 

FOOD. Insects (beetles and others — GD). 

VOICE and calls. Largely as in 1685 and 1688. A high-pitched single 
note (Smythies). 

BREEDING. Season, April to June. AVrf, a cup of green moss lined with 
skeleton leasts or rootlets, placed among boulders, on ledges or in crcvdccs 
of rocks, in hollows in banks, or among the roots of trees and holes in dead 
stumps overhanging a stream. Eggs, 3 or 4, generally the latter, pale bluish 
white, sparsdy but boldly spedjed or spotted wi^ dark reddish brown 
with secondary markings of la\tnGcr, Average rizc of 100 eggs 21 *4 X 16*3 
mm (Baker). Building and incubation by both sexes; incubation period 
undetermined. 

Musrvsi Di\CN05». Sec Field Characters. Young: slaty parts of adult re- 
placed by brown. No white on forehead. Feathers of vmderparts margined with 
slaw broH-n. Postjus-enal moult of body, lesser, median and greater cmrrts and tail. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

019 91-104 


Bill 

(from skull) 
1^23 


Tarsus Tail 

inner outer 

28-32 43-48 117-140 mm 

{H\V, SA, BB) 


Weight 4 cfcT 29-30; 2 9 9 76, 27 g (SA, BB). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis brown. Bill black. Legs, feet and clav^-s whitish 
grey to fleshy white. 


1687. Lesdicnanlt’s Forktail. Enincras UschenauUi indiais Hartcrt 

EnkvruS Uschenerjlli indicus Hartert, 1909, Vog. pal. Fauna 1 ; 760 
(Marghtriia, Upper Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 521, Vol. 2: 62 
Plate 90, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAME. InrAd'ha gcdiba (Kacha Naga). 

SIZE. M^Tia, with long tail; length c, 28 cm (1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Thc largest and blackest of the forktails. Very 
rimilar to immaculatus (1685, q.v.) but larger; white of forehead extending 
to top of crown, not as a supcrcilium, and black of underparts extending to 
breast and flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTKiBUTioN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to seasonal move- 
ments, scarce except in eastern Assam where common. Thc Hunala)'an 
foothills from DaijccUng and Sikkim east through Bhutan and .tVrunachal 


Enievrus hschenouhi 



j Extralimital subjpccics 
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Nagaland. Manipur and the 
foothills £ Assam and Bangladesh south to the Chittagong region. Found 
up to e. 300 m in Assam, 600 m in Sikkim. In svinter extends a few kilo, 
metres mto the plains along rivers. Affects rushing torrents and the Urgcr 
nvers m dense evergreen forest; also tiny rivulets in heavy and dark formt. 
Sometimes close to plantation labour barracks. 

Exlraliimtal. Ranges east to northern Vietnam. The species extends 
north to Shensi, east to Chekiang, south to Hainan, Malaya, Borneo and 
the Sunda islands. 

GENERAL HABITS. Those of the genus. When disturbed at a jungle stream 
^es to the forest at once. Often met svith along narrow paths in damn 
forest. ^ 


FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. * Has a very shdrp single note (uttered in flight) not 
unlike the sound produced by turning sharply and jerkily the stopper in the 
neck of a glass bottle ’ (Davison). 

BREEDmo. Season, April to June. Nest, a cup of green moss mixed with 
some dead leaves, rootlets and fibres, lined with skeleton leaves or rootlets, 
placed in steep banks coveted with ferns or other rank vegetation, or in 
hollows in trees, rocks, or between boulders; usually in very damp situa- 
tions, the nest often being soaking wet. Eggs, normally 4 sometimes 3, pale 
cream to deep rich buff densely marked with briek-red or brownish red 
specks and freckles, with secondary lavender specks. Average size of 40 eggs 
24-6 X 17-7 mm (Baker). Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and 
period of incubation, not recorded. 

Murouu DiACNosa. See Field Characters. 

Young; Head and back dark siuoky brown, no white on forchcadj tips of %sruig> 
coverts buff; rest of upperparts as in adult. Throat and breast dark smoky brown 
with fulvous shaft-streaks. Upper belly white mixed with brown; centre of belly 
white; flanks brown. 


SlEASUREUEKrS 

Wing BUI Tarsus Tall 

(from skull) 

c?>9 98-114 2&-29 30-32 128-150 mm 

(HW, Baker) 

Weight I (J* * 1 *89 02 .* ( =» c. 53 *5 g) — Hume. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet fleshy 
white. 


Enicurus maculatus Vigors 

Key to the Sabspedee 

Black feathers ofbreast widi white tips £. m. maculatus 

Feathers of breast without white tips £. m. guttatus 


1688. Western Spotted Forktail. Enicurus mcculalus maculatus Vigors 

Enicurus maculatus Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 9 (Himalayas s= Simla) 
Baker, FBI No. 517, Vol. 2; 57 
Plate 90, &g. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. KkinjSn (N.W.F.PO* ShakktUlot (Kashmir). 
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A^UiULU, kVXUl 

field characters. 




^ , xciigui c. cm ^lu m.). 

Above, forehead and forecrown white. Round the 
eye, sides of head and nape black. Back 
black spotted with white. A broad wing, 
bar and rump white. Tertials tipped 
svith white. Tail deeply forked and 
graduated; outer rectriccs white, the 
others black tipped with white. Btlevo, 
throat and breast black; belly white! 
Sexes alike. 



STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident but rather capri 
cions: the western Himalayas from Chitral to eastern Nepal. Breeds between 
1200 and 3000 m, locaUy up to 3600 m (Sutlej VaUcy) or down to 900 m 
(Chamba, Debra Dun). Some withdrawal from upper levels in winter when 
recorded at least up to 2300 m and down to 600 m. Affects boulder-strewn 
shady nullahs and streams running through forest and narrow gorecs’ 
usually shunning large rivers. * 


Enicurus macutetvs 



3 bacatus (RE) 4 rohinsoni (RE) 

Extralimtal. Adjacent parts of Aighanistan (Nuristan). 

GENERAL HABITS. Movcmcnts and behaviour superficially very wagtail- 
like though essentially turdinc. Keeps singly or in separated pairs, tripping 
lightly over slippery or moss-covered stones at the water's edge, or hopping 
from stone to stone in the torrent, the long forked tail raised horizontally 
well off the ground and gently swayed up and down rather than wagged. 
Pivots slowly on its perch, facing this way and that, to the accompanimeiU 
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of this graceful swaying of the tail. When disturbed flics swiftly up or down 
stream with dipping wagtail-like flight uttering a sharp single note, alight- 
ing a short distance off to resume feeding. If followed, repeats this three or 
four times then suddenly veering off into the forest and circling back to the 
stream behind the intruder. Sometimes submerges completely like a dipper 
while feeding. Commonly met at rills and trickles alongside forest roads 
where it behaves just like a Grey Wagtail {Motacilla caspica)^ flying in 
repeated spurts ahead of an oncoming car for considerable distances, finally 
looping back through the forest to the original spot. 

FOOD. Aquatic insects and small molluscs. 

VOICE and calls. A shrill rasping krcec or tseek^ very like a Whistling 
Thrush’s (AfywpA>nuf), uttered in flight. A sharp, creaky ckeek^chik-chik- 
chik-chik uttered at rest as well as on wing, almost identical Nvith one of the 
calls of the Blue Magpie (1027). Song undcscribcd. 

BREEDING. Scoson, April to July. Nesl, a cup of green moss, rootlets, hair 
and fibres, mixed with clay and lined svith skeleton leaves; placed on a 
rock-ledge or crevice, a niche in a steep stream bank or between boulders, 
often concealed by overhanging ferns etc. Eggs 3 or 4, pale cream or very 
pale green marked with light reddish brown freckles or spots. Average size 
of 50 eggs 24*8 x 17*6 mm (Baker). Building, incubation and nest-feeding 
by boA sex«. Female fed on nest by male. Incubation period undeter- 
mined. Often brood-parasitized by Cuculus canorus. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Downy chick (3 or 4 days old): slaty black, the down tipped with greyish 
brown. * When bre^ lying huddled in neat gave a perfect illusion of an old deserted 
nest spun across the top with spiders* webs * (SA). 

Young (imm.): Abocct head and back smoky brown, no white on crown; rest 
of upperparts as in adult Belcwt throat and breast smoky brown with fulvous sbafl- 
streak; belly white suffused with bro\\'n. Postjuvcnal moult ol body, lesser, median 
(and greater?) co^xrts, in August and September. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

108-1 II 
9 9 99-110 

Weight I o' (September) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 


Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

24-25 c, 30 146-150 mm 

22-24 — s I29-I39 mm 

(BB, Rand & Fleming) 

46 g (GD); I 9 (October) 38-5 g (RAP). 

Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet fleshy white. 


1 689. E»*teni Spotted ForkfmlL Enicurus maculatus guttatus Gould 

Enicurus guttatus Gould, 1865, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 664 
(Sikkim •=« Darjeeling) 

Baker, FBI No. 518, Vol. 2: 58 

LOCAL NAMES. Ocng-sam Ching-pho (Lcpcha) ; Chuka-Uka (Bbulia). 

gT7F. Buibul,vnthlougu^;l«tg;thc.25cm(l0m.). 

held characters. As in 1688, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 


STATUS, DiFTRiBurioN and HABITAT. Common resident, from eastern 
Nepal cast through Arunachal Pradesh thence south through Meghala^'a, 
Nagaland, Manipur and the hills of Mizoram south to the Chittagong 
ranges. Breeds between 600 and 3000 m, optimum zone apparently 1400- 
2600 m. Affects small streams in dense forest ; in winter may be seen in wide 
river-beds at the base of the hills. 

Exlralimital. Extends to Burma, Yunnan and southern Szechuan. The 
species ranges east to Vietnam and through southern China to Fukien. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1688. Display (threat or courtship?) ; * Two birds 
careered up and down the stream for several minutes, flying so close to 
each other as almost to touch. They then landed on a large stone over 
which they ran with the tail held perpendicular, and half-turning their 
backs on one another. After a few seconds of this display the chase began 
once more and continued in ever-increasing tempo until the whole per- 
formance ended abruptly and both birds went off in different directions 
(For details sec Stonor, 1943, Ibis 85; 344.) 

FOOD and voice. As in 1688. 

BREEDING. As in 1688. For dclaib sec Baker, 2; 53. Average 

size of 100 eggs 24*9 X 17*3 mm. 

Museum Diaonosu. Diflen from maculatus (1688) in having no while ipoti on 
breast, fewer and smaller white spots on back, and in being somewhat smaller. 

Bill Tantis Tall 

(from skull) 

21-23 28-31 118-143 mm 

(once 27) 

(Baker, SA, BB) 

g (RAP). I (winter) 39 g (SDR). 12 o’ 9 (OcL- 

As in 1688. 

Genus CociioA Hodgson 
Cothoa Hodgvan, 1836, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5: 359. 

T^pc, by original designation, Ccehca purpurea Hodgson 

Nostrib large, exposed and oval. Rictal bristles obsolete. Tarsus iirong'and ihorL 
Wing long and pointed, first primary minute. Tall vcr>' slightly graduated. Sexes 
dissimilar. Young spotted. 

Key to the Specie* 


Crown lavender C. purpurea 

Crown aziirc-bloe .C. cirulis 


1690. Parple CochoR. GxrAea /ar/urru Hodgson 

Cochoa purpurea Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Aiiat. Soc. Bengal 5: 359 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 617^^VoI. 2: 184 
t Plate 90, fig. 1 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Cccho {plcpa\)\ Lc-r^rr-pho (Lcpclia). 

SIZE, M)Tia d- ; length c. 28 cm (11 in.). 


Wing 

95-106 

Weight 1 d' (August) 34 
Mar.) 35^8 g (SA*-BB). 

COiX>URS OF BARE PARTS. 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc(adult). crown lavcndcr-blue. Supcr- 

dliuin, cax-co\*crts and nape blade. Bade brownish purple. \Vmg puiplc- 
lavcnder with black tip and edge, a paler lavender patch near shoulder and 
one in the nuddle. Tail purple-lavender with a blade terminal band. Selou?, 
unif orm brownish purple. 

'Female mkit but brownish purple parts replaced by reddish brown 
above, paler (brtnvnish clay) below. 

STATUS, ntmuBunoN and habitat. Resident, rare and little known. 
The Hiinala>*as Irom Kumaon (Ahnora, Nainl Tal) cast through N^jal, 
Daijcdmg, Sikkim and Bhutan (SA); Meghalaya in the Khasi Hills, and 


Cochotf purpureo 



Bistnbuuonal range 

Manipur. Recorded between 1000 and 3000 m. Affects dense huxmd ever- 
green forest, and undergrowth in ravines running through pine forest (Khasi 

Hois). 

ExtraliTrnicl, Ranges cast to Yunnan and northern Vietnam. 

OEKERAi. HABITS. A t'ciy quict and secrcd^'c thrush of dense under- 
growth. Kcqw singly or in pairs. Feeds on the groimd as well as in trees, 
ascending into the tops for berries. 

FOOD. Berries and insects; molluscs (D’Abrcu, Jerdon) and aquatic 
insects; slugs — one r. 2 cm long (SA). 

VOICE and calls. A low chuckle, the only sound recorded. 

BREEDiKc. iSVanm, early May to mid July. AVri, a rather shalIo\v cup of 
green moss with some dead leaves, rootlets and scraps of fibres, lined srith 
fine black rootlets, lichen, and white thread-like fungus, the latter apparently 
being distinctive of the nests of this genus; usually placed in a horizontal 
fork in small trees behs*een and six metres above the ground, sometimes 

t 
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in bushe, -Hlgr, normally 3, occasionally 4, pale sca-^rcen blotched vstth 
bright reddish brovi*n and with scconda^ blotches of lavender and grey, 
usually more itumerous at the large end where they soroclimcs form a cap. 
Another type has a pale, reddish stone ground with similar markings. 
Average siac of 50 eggs 31*3 X 21*6 mm (Baker). Incubarion by both 
sexes. Very shy at nest and slips off noiselessly while intruders arc sdU at 
some distance. 

Mcsrxm Piaokoss. Sc* Field Clharacters. 

Young male. Above, crown-fcathen white with black tips. Sides of head black. 
Back dull purplish brown edged with blackish on mantle and tipped with ferruginous 
on upper tail-covcrts- Below, rich rusty ochraccous with bold black ban; throat 
ochraccous; under tail-co^-crts brxjwnish; medism and lesser wing*<ovtrts dull 
purple tipped with ochraccous; greater coverts dull purple. Rest of wing and tail 
as in adulL 

Ycjung female, like young male but tips of crtjwn-fcathen brown; sides of 
brown. Feathen of back brown with darker tips and small ochraccous centres. 
Greater cm'crts brown; median and lesser coN-erts brown with odiraceous tips. 
Pcoijuvenal moult of body, lesser and median coverts. 

MZASuiuarzsrrs 

Wing B31 Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

I40-I45 23-24 28-31 95-105 mm 

(Baker, BB, SA, Stres.) 

Wright 1 r? (Oct.) 100 g (SA); I 9 (August) 106*5 g (I^). 

COLOURS or BARz PARTS. Iris crimson-brown or red-brown; orbital sKn laven- 
der. BUI black. Legs slaty black. 

1691. Green CochoR. Cockoa ciridis Hodgson 

Cb.(eAofl) ViriJis Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5: 359-60 (Nepal) 
Cochoa foOischildi Baker, 1924, Fauna Bril. India, Bds. 2: 1&6 (Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI Nos, 618 and 619, Vol. 2: 185. 186 
Plate 90, fig. 10 
toexL HASCES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna -p ; length c. 28 cm (II in.), 

HELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Above, crown to nape sky-blue, 
lores and superdUum black. Ear-covens dark blue. Back and wing- 
coverts deep green obsolctcly barred with black; rump 
and upper tail-coverts deep gre en . \Ving black tvith a 
L broad, pale blue band, black tips of coverts forming a 

Mk narrow black bar across the pale blue, and small black 

patch. Tail blue, outer rectriccs and terminal band 
black. Belou’, deep green washed with blue on throat 
and belly. Under surface of tail black. 
dSBHS&K Female similar to male but greater coverts and 
secondaries marked with ycHowdsh brown instead of 

X f, 1 status, DisnuBUnoK and habitat. Rare resident. 

Kumaon (Naini Tal), Nepal (not recorded since Hodg- 
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turdinae 


son), Daijeeling, Sikkim, Bhutan(?); Meghalaya and Manipur. Breeds 
between c. 700 and 1500 m (doubtful records at 3000-3300 m in SikHm) ; 
optimiun zone in Manipur 1000-1500 m. Affects undergrowth in dense 


Codioo firldts 



Distributional range 

c^•c^g^ccn forest watered by small streams and usually on preopiloxis 
ground. 

ExtrclirdtaL Ranges cast to Vietnam; a record from FuJdcn. 

OEKERAL HABITS. Llttlc IcTiown. Kccps ringly or in pairs, sometimes in 
small flocks. Very shy. Often feeds on Ac ground but at rimes high up in 
trees. A bird has been obscr%*cd flying out after insects from the lop of a 
tall tree. 

POOP. Insects and berries; molluscs. 

^V)ICE and ca l l s . * A harsh note * is the only sound recorded. 

BREEPtso. Season, May to July. A«rt, rimilar to that of pvpvrea (1690, 
q.v.), placed in same rituations but nearly always near water. Egyr, 2 or 3, 
rarely 4, indistinguishable from those of pvrpvea. Average ©f 42 eggs 
30*4 X 21 *3 mm (Baker). Incubation by both sexes; period undetennined. 

Mcscum Diackoszs. See Fidd Oiaraeten. 

Young. Crovfn-featheri black with a %vhite tahtf rmtnd bar; esr.^-rrprr ^ 
but white more apparenL A long, black superoKum. Body-feathen, above and bdow, 
black with ochraosna centres. ^Viag» and tail as in adult of re i pec tlv e sex. Post- 
jwcaal moult (July to October) of body-Teatbers, lesser, asd zBBeThxHor 

greater coverts. 

^isn-yexT birds with dark shaft-ttreaks on body-feathers. Male darker th*n adult, 
brownidx green above and without any blue bdow. Female paler ydlow- 

uh gteca bdow; under taIl.co%*erts odiraceous 


MZASUREMXJm 



^Vmg 

BiU 

Taisus 



(from skull) 


1 1? 

U5 

23 

27 



(from feathers) 



135-145 

12.5-13-5 

25-26 


Tail 

120 xnm 
(SA) 

98-117 mm 
(Baker) 


Wright 5 (f'd' 3*08-3*5 oz, (c. 8a-99 g); 2 9 9 4*12, 4*32 oz. (c. 117, 122 g) 


— Hume. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Adult: Iris brownish orange to deep crimson or 
taaroon-brown. BUI black; gape and orbital skin pink. Legs and feet fleshy brown 
to homy brown. Young: Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs blackish brown. 


Genus Cercomela Bonaparte 

Crxormla Bonaparte, 1856, CompL Rend. Acad- Sci. Paris 42; 766. T>pc, by original 
designation, Cercerrjla osVwnie Bonaparte = SexuxtU erAaraaa Temminck 

Bill like that of OtnsnsSe. ^^lng rather blunter; first primary' (as.) about equal to 
hair of second. Tail much shorter than wing. Tarsus rather short. 


1692. Brown Rock Chat« Ctrtomela fusca (Elytb) 

Saxicvla Juste Blyth, 1851, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 20: 523 (Muttra) 
CercorsAe fusee rstr.«ncn Kodz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52; 66 
(Sanebi, Bhopal State) 

Baker, FBI No. 516, Vol. 2: 54 
Plate 89, fig. IS 

IjOCAL saues. Desma (U.P.); Kelo pctherel piddo (Gujarat); Shane (Hindi in 
LLP.). 

SIZE. Sparrow 4- ; length c. 17 cm (6J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A plain brown bird, rufous-brown below, with 
darker wings and blackish tail. Sexes alike. 

Young (juvenile), much darker brown without the rufous wash of the 
adult plumage. 

At rest could be confiKcd with female Indian Robin (1717), but is larger 
and lada the chestnut patch under taU. In flight-silhouette, and while 
alighting, could be mistaken for female Blue Rock Thrush (1726). 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTioH and KABiTAT. An cndcTiuc spedcs. Resident; 
common but capridouoly distributed and with some seasonal local move- 
ments. (Arrives Dchra Dun mid February departs c. October — SA.) 
Northeastern Pakistan cast of the Chenab ri^'cr, from the foothills of Jammu 
south nearly to the Chenab-Jhclum confluence, and India from the Punjab 
foothills (Kaagra, locally up to 1300 m) south through eastern Rajasthan 
to northern Gujarat (including Kathiawar and Kutch), Madhj-a Pradesh 
to the Narmada ri^•c^, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar to western Bengal. Affccis 
boulders and scarps in rocky bills, Ta\‘ir.cs, quarries, ruins, old buildings, 
walls and bungalows in towns and suburbs. 
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Cercomch futca 



Distributional range 


GENERAL HABITS. Kccps singly or in pairs. Usually tame and confiding. 
May often be seen Hitting in and out of gaping windows of ancient palaces 
and forts, perching on the cornices of tombs and mosques, even fearlessly 
entering occupied habitations to pick up some titbit, or to shelter from the 
midday heat or roost at night on rafters and prders. Feeds on the grovmd, 
flying down to pick up an insect, often flicking open its wings and tail 
suddenly fo flush out one lurking in a cranny. Has a characteristic habit of 
flexing its legs, partly spreading its tail and slowly raising it above the level 
of the back, and bobbing the forepart of its body in a comical curtsy. Is 
rather pugnacious near nest and will readily attack squirrels, rats, lizards 
and birds intruding into the vicinity. 

FOOD. Beetles, ants and other insects. 

VOICE and calls. A short whistling chee while bobbing forepart of body 
and doing a rapid ‘ bend-stretch Alarm-note, a harsh ckeck<keck. In breed- 
ing season a sweet thrush-like song, but less full and of something of the 
quality of the Striolated Bunting, with snatches of other birds* songs inter- 
larded. Delivered from a wall, cornice or roof-top, sometimes for well over 
twenty minutes at a stretch with short pauses. Is a good mimic: has been 
recorded imitating to perfection songs of Yellowcyed Babbler (1231), 
Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher (1442) and Cuckoo-Shrike (1077) (SA). 

BREEDING. Season^ February to August, chiefly April to jtme. Regularly 
rears t%vo broods, often three. JVJuf, a rough cup of rootlets, grass bents, 
wool, hair and sundries, lined with wool, hair or feathers, usually sur- 
rounded by a rampart of small pebbles and lumps of earth; placed on 
ledges or in clefts of rock, hoHows in walls or on window sills in rums, 
outhouses, garages, etc., often occupied ones. 3 or 4, pale blue marked 
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at the end with rusty specks and spots, often forming a ring Wer 

apparently by fcLie onlw 
iwnod radetennmed. Young leave nest 14/15 dap after hatching Onl 
rmged bird bred when under 12 months old. ‘ ' 

Museum Diaonotis. Sec Field Characten. Summer plumage made paler F, 
wciu. Young la dull bro«-n with faint darker edges. Postju«nal moultofbodJ. 
leatiiers, mner tertials and all wing-co\*crts except priman". ^ 

measurements 


Wmg 

BU! 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(ft? ' 87-95 

1&-19 

25-27 

65-72 mm 

9 9 85-90 

18-19 

25-26 

61-69 mm 

Weight I 9 (October) 12-7 g (BB). 


(SA, Koclr) 


Genus Saxicola Bcchstcin 

Saxicola Bcclutcin, 1803, Om. Taschenb., (1802), IrZlS. T>pe, b>- subserjuent 
designation, Swainson, 1827, J^fotccilla Ruhicolo Linnaeus 
Oreicola Bonaparte, 1854, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sd. Paris 38: 6. T>-pe, by original 
designation. Gray, 1855: 143, 5<trifo/fl i>fyAo«i /4 Muller 
Rhodophila 1863, Bds. India 2: 128 
Type, by monotypy, Rhodophila melenotntea 


Bill rather less than half the length of head, notched, broad at base. Rictal bristles 
strong. Wing pointed, first primary (as.) varying from half to one-third the length 
of the second. Tail equal to or shorter than wing, slightly rounded. Sexes dicimilar. 

Key to the Species 


I Plumage black and white 

A Breast black ....d". caprata d* 51 

B Breast white..... S.jtrdoni ^ 56 

II Not as A 
C Throat black 

1 Inner webs of rcctrices white S.lmtwa ^ 30 

2 Rcctrices mostly black Ss torqaata 25 

D Throat not black 

3 Inner webs of rcctrices white .5’. mactarfiyncha ri’ 23 

4 Outer rcctrices entirely rufous S.ftnta 9 37 

5 Rcctrices mostly blackish brown or black 

a Wing over 80 mm S.tnsignis^^ 24 

b Wing under 80 mm 
i A conspicuous white or buffsupercilium 

o Ear-coverts black S.fmra ^ 37 

o' Ear-coverts rufous buff. S. mecrorhyneha 9 23 

U Throat white S.jerdent 9 36 

iii Throat buff or brown 

- o' Back plain browTi S. eepraia 9 31 

o" Back streaked 

a* Upper tail-coverts paler rufous S.Uucwa 9 30 

a* Upper tail-coverts darker rufous S,tcTquata 9 25 
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1693. Stoliezica’s Bush Chat. Saxicola maeroThyncha (Stoliezka) 

Pratincola macrorhyneha Stoliezka, 1872, Jour. Asiat Soc, Bengal 41: 238 
(Raptir and BhuJ, Kachh [Kutch]) 

Baker, FBI No. 499, Vol. 2: 32 
Plate 91, fig. 1 

local names. None recorded. 

size. Sparrow i ; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult), winter. Above, sandy buff streaked 
with brown. A broad pale buff supcrcilium. Ear-coverts rufous-buff marked 
with dark brown. A ^vhite wing-patch. Upper tail-coverts white or rufous 
white. Tail dark brown, outer rcctrices white. Below, throat white, rest of 
underparts pale buff. 

In. summer the pale margins on upperparts arc worn off and the bird 
appears to be sooty brown. Supcrcilium becomes white. 

Female, similar to male but lacks white tving-patch and has no white 
in tail. 

Distinguished from other chats by longer, slimmer build, long tail and 
conspicuous long black bill. Tail pattern of male in flight — whitish with 
dark central feathers and ends — confusable with female of some of the 
whcatcars {OeTusnthe). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, rare and very local, but 
not uncommon in some areas. Pakistan cast of the Indus river, Haryana 
(Hissar dist.), eastern Uttar Pradesh (Aligarh), eastern Rajasthan and 


Saxieoh macrorhynd^a 



Guiarat (Dees, Kutch and Kathiawar). A desert-loving chat affecting f'Jls 
in vvide, v>aterless desert studded with Capparis, Cclstrvpu and other shrubs. 


Extrolimital. Two records from Kandahar, Alghanutan (cf. JDNHS 31 ; 
706). 

GENERAL HABITS. Solitary or in pairs; at times fairly tame, at others 
excessively wild. Perches on exposed tops of bushes like other members of 
the genus, descending to the ground to pick up a titbit. Occurs in same 
biotope as Desert Whcalear iOenanlhe dfserti) and Short-toed larks [Calaftd- 
rella). 

FOOD, Insects, , 

VOICE and calls. ' A little sharp note heard now and then 

(Hume). Song unrecorded. 

BREEDiNo. Unkno\vn. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters and Key to the Species; for details 
of plumages H. Whistler, Jbh 1922 : 302. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill' Tarsus Tail 

. (from fcaihers) 

Jio 70-77 11-12 24 50-54 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris b^o^^*n. Bill black, paler at base. 


1694, Hodgson’s Bnsh Chat. Saxicola iruignis Gray 

Saxiiola iniignis Gray, 1846, Cat, Mamms. Bds. Nepal: 71. 153 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 500, Vol. 2: 33 
Plate 91. fig- 4 


LOCAL NAME. Gar-gu^a (Patna, Bihar), 

SIZE. Sparrow -f- ; length c. 17 cm (6^ in.). ^ 

HELD CHARACTERS. Male (aduU), wintcr. Very similar to o] Indian 
ush Chat (1697) and easily mistaken for it; but brger size and greater 
nount of white in the wing distinctive. Above, head black with narrow 
Ivous fringes. Lores and car-covcrls black. Back bbek with Woad fulvous 
Ices. A Urge while wing-patch. Upper tail-coverts white. Tail bbckuli 
iUi narrow rufous edges. Below, throat white. Rest of underparts ferrugm- 
IS, paler on bcUy; often a few bbek spots on upper breast. 

In summer the pale fringes arc worn off the upperparts wluch become 

^Female. Above, brov-Ti; forehead and a faint supcrcilium fulyous. Two 
■oad fulvous wing-bars. Belotv, pale rusty fulvous, darker on tliroat and 

DETRiBunoN and HABITAT. Winter visitor; rare and little known, 
coin mosUy in the Gangctic phunt of Uttar Pradol. and Bitar fmm 
tnbala in the west to northern Bengal 

rhere knotvn only from the type tpeeimen), the Sjkttm fwth.I < and hr 
■Ipaiguri duarj. A/Teco heavy grawland, reedt and tamaruki along nv 

ah, and cane fields. , , , • ..nfilic 

Mmf/n/. Breed, very locaUy in the alpme and ^ 

ountains of KaraVhstan, western Mongoha .and Inner Mongoha (A 
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26 


SoJtfcofo 



{ • C-I Winter range 


f ^ i Summer records 


incRATioN. Arrives in October (first date 27) leaves in March or early 
April (last date 10). 

GENERAL HABITS. Solitary, A typical bush chat in habits, perching on 
top of bushes and descending to the ground for insects. Appears to feed 
mostly on the ground, not flycatching as other bush chats often do. 

FOOD. Insects (mostly beetles) and their larvae; also some vegetable 
matter. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note, a metallic Uck Uck. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

KEAStJREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

9 

83-92 

13 

(from nostrils) 

27 

49-54 mm 
(Baker) 

8'6‘ 

81-89 

8-10 

26-28 

54-66 tnm 

99 

80-84 

9-10 

25-28 

54-58 mm 
(Kozlova) 

CiJUOUHS OF 

BARE PARTS, 

Iris deep brown. Bill, legs and feet black. 


Saxicola tor^^uata (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A Base of tail (male) usually black 5. t ittjrugeri 

B Base of tail with more or less while 

I Darkest and largest; wing usually over 71 mm S. t przfvaUkii 


Page 

29 

27 


Page 

2 Smaller; M-ing usually under 71 mm 


a Paler, more while at base of tail S. t. ric:ffa 26 

b Darker, less white at base of tail S. L {ndiea 28 


Cf. Tlcehunt, a B., 1938, Ibis: 338-W. 


1695. West Siberian Collared Bush Ghat. Saxicola torquata maitra (Pallas) 

^fuscicepa meura Pallas, 1773, Reisc Russ. Reichs 2: 428, 708 
(Karassun, Ishim Ri\xr, V>. Siberia) 

Baker, FBI No. 495 (part), Vol. 2 : 28 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

field characters. As in 1697, q.v. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Mostly a winter visitor but also 
breeds in Pakistan: Kohat and Chitral (JBNHS 12: 339 and 19: 907; Ibis 
1909: 216), Murrcc hills (JBNHS 16: 427; IbU 1930: 85) and northern 


SoxiCoJo torquotcT 



X iniicQ ( 1697 ) d mmtra { 1695 ) 3 przevalskii ( 1696 ) 4 (* 698 ) 


Baluchistan (JBNHS 31: 706). Winters in Paldstan, Nepal (Payntcr, speci- 
mens in Yale Peabody Mus.) and northern India south to northern Maha- 
rashtra (Nasik). Affects dry scrub-covered hillsides (summer); damp areas, 
meadows, pasture land, fallow fields and tamarisk jungle (w'mtcr), 

Extralmilal. Adjacent parts of Afghanistan, Turkestan north to Lake 
Baikal, and western Siberia to the Urals. Winters south to Eg)'pt and 
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Somalia. The species ranges over most of the Palaearctic, Africa south 
of the Sahara, and Madagascar. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As in 1697. 

BREEDING. As Ul 1697. 

hlosEUM Diagnosis. Paler than other races. Has more white at base of tail than 
indica, and a slightly longer wing. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing: 90 o’d' 64—73 (av. 67-7) mm; 30 9 9 64—71 (av. 67) nun (Dementiev) 
Weight 1 d' (Nov.) 13-5; I 9 (Nov.) 13-1 g (RAP); 5 d’ef (June) 12-14 (av. 
13-0); I 9 (June) 14; 11 d'd’ (ScpL-Oct.) 11-15 (av, 12-7); 10 9 9 (SepL-Oct) 
11-13 (av. I2»l) g — Paludan, Afghanistan. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As In 1697. 

1696* Tibetan CoUared Bush Chat. SaxUala torquata przecaUldi (Pleskc) 

Pratincola mavra var. Pr^tcalskii Pleskc, 1889, Wiss. Res. PrwvaUkii’s Rcise, 

Th. Vag. 2; 46, pi, 4 (Kansu) 

Baker, FBI No. 496, Vol. 2: 30 
Plate 91, fig. 3 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd- 
SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1697, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor. The Himalayan foot- 
hills from Kangra in Himachal Pradesh (c, 76°E,) to Arunachal Pradesh 
and Assam (Sadi^'a) south to the Ganges river, Meghalaya and Nagaland 
(SDR); in the hills up to c. 1300 m. Affects high grass, padd^-fields, etc. as 
irdiea. 

Extralimital. Breeds in Tibet and in the mountains of western China, 
MIGRATION. Amves in September, leaves in March. Abundant on passage 
in. the high Himalayas in September and October (Ladakh — Meinertz- 
hagen; Spiti — Koelz; Nepal — Diessclhorst, Polunin); on Mt Everest up 
to 5100 m {Ibis 1922: 511); * Thousands passed through Nepal Valley 
between 5 and 14 ApriL No large scale passage in autumn* (subspiccics 
presumed. Proud, JBNHS 48: 702); also in southeastern Tibet (Ludlow, 
Ibis 1937: 268, given as * uuftctf 
GENERAL iiABm and VOICE. As in 1697. 

FOOD. Insects and their larvae, occasionally berries (GD). 

BREEDING. ExtralimitaL 

Museum Diacnoso. Larger than other races and darker^ espedally bdow. 
Axillaries black with only obsolete white Ups. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BUI 

Taa 


(from skull) 


71-76 

15-17 

53-57 mm 

68-73 

16-17 

51-54 mm 



(BB) 


Weight 8 cPd' (SepL-Dec.) 13-1-17-8; 10 9 9 (SepL-Dcc.) 13-15-5 g (RAP, 
D). 

coun.’Rs or hare parti. As in 1697. 
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1697. Indian CoUared Btxsb Chat. Saxicola torquata indica (Blyth) 
Pralincola indica Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 129 
(India ts Calcutta) 

Baker, FBI No. 495 (part), Vol. 2: 28 

Plate 91, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. Dofo tiriv (Kastinur) ; Mendto piido (Gujarati) ; Kharpiddd (Hindi, 
Monghyr); Adaci’campa^nalajithi, Adavi-eampa-jitta (Tclugu); Rab tim (Munda). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Ma Ic (adult) sununcT. iffcocc, black cxccpt foT whilc 
rump and white \\4ng-palch. Below, throat black. A large white patch on 
sides of neck and breast (the * collar*). Breast rufous-chestnut paling to 
buff on belly. 

In summer plumage looks strongly pied — black and white — sometimes 
deceptively like Pied Bush Chat (1700) in the disiancc. In winter, feathers 
of upperparts broadly edged with rufous brotvn, and white feathers of rump 
tipped wth rust colour. 

Female. Above, rufous-brown streaked w’ilh dark brown. A while wing- 
patch. Rump pale rufous; tail blackish brown. Below, pale fulvous, rufous 
on breasL 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common summer (breeding) visitor 
to N. Baluchistan, and the Himalayas from GUgit and Kashmir cast to 
Anmachal Pradesh (Stevens, JBNHS 23: 257); also Nonh Cachar (JBNHS 
9: 130) and Nagaland {Jlidijication 2:21). Breeds mostly between 1500 and 
2500 ro, locally up to 3000 m; in Nepal down to the duns (BIsivas, JBNHS 
58: 666 ). Winters from c. 2200 m down to the foothills and south through 
the Peninsula to southern Kamatak, cast through the Bhutan foothilb, Jal- 
paiguri duars, Bangladesh and Assam. In summer affects open country, 
terraced cultivation, pastures and sparsely scrubbed grassy hillsides. In 
winter frequents reed-beds bordering tanks, tamarisk jungle and sparse 
scrub on stony wasteland and around fallow fields; also sea-holly and other 
bushes on dry mudflats along tidal creeks, and on sand-dunes by seashore. 

inoRATioN. Occurs in winter quarters from September to early April 
and on summer grounds from March to September or Oaober. Passage in 
northern India noted in September and April. 

GENERAL HABrTs. Kccps Singly Or in pairs. Usually seen perched on lop 
of a lotv bush making short descents to the ground for insects, returning to 
the same perch or flying low to another. Also catches insects in the air. Tail 
constantly flicked open and jerked loosely up and down. 

FOOD. Chiefly ants and small beetles (Hingston); also locusts and other 
insects and larvae. 

VOICE and calls. A short but Uvely song often mixed with mimicked calls 
of other birds; delivered from a perch or in slow display flight with wings 
* clapping * over back as in a pigeon but noiselessly (SA), or while flying 
up in the air to a height of some four to six metres and ^en sailing down 
with wings outspread (Bates & Lownher). Song period in Nepal, end of 
March rill end of June (Proud). Alarm-notes ixndcred as check-chock, and 
pte-toBc. 

breedinc. ^asor.y March to July*; at least two broods. Hest, a cup of 
grass, moss, fibres and rootlets, lined with hair, fur and a few feathers; 
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plac^ on the ground at the foot of a bush, in a hoUow In grassy or 

m piled-stone boundary svalls in terraced cultivation; sometimes a little 
above the ^ound among deme vegetation. Eggs, 4 or 5, pale grodsh blue, 
marted with faint, pale reddish spots forming a ring around the large end 
Average size of 93 eggs 17*3 X 13-5 mm (Osmaston). of 100 eggs 
^ ^ ^ (Baker). Incubation apparently by female alone; period 

c. 13 days. Often brood-parasitized by Cuculus cenorus. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. Firat-wintcr male may be found 
in two phases of plumage: cither indbtinguishable from female though tending to 
be slightly darker, or siraUar to adult male cx’fccpt that primaiy-covcrts, primaries 
and secondaries and narrow rcctriccs of juvenal plumage are retained (HW). No 
spring moult 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from skull) 


V 

d'tf 

99 

64-73 
62-70 , 

} 13-14 

21-23 

r 46-53 mm 
k 4^50 mm 


(BB, Rand & Fleming, SA, CBT) 

Weight 8 o'tJ’ (March-Nov.) 11-12‘4; 3 9 9 (March-Oct) 11*6-I3.5 g 
(GD, RAP). 3 cj'cJ' (Nov.) 13 •7-14*4 g (BB — Assam, ssp. ?). 9^9 (Nov.-Fcb) 
8-13 (av. 10-4);8 (P9 (April) 10-16 (av. 12-2) g — SA. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs and feet black. Mouth pink, 
yellowish pink or pinkish slate. * 

1693. East Siberian CoUared Bnsb Chat. Simcolo lorqitala sl^negeri 
(Parrot) 

Pr.{atincola) rubicola Sujnegeri Parrot, 1908, Verb. Om. Gcs. Baycm 8: 124 
(Etorofu = Iturup [Kuriles], and Hokkaido) 

Baker, FBI No. 497, Vol. 2: 30 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c, 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1697, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor to Assam west to the 
Bhutan foothills and Jalpaiguri duars, and the hills of Bangladesh south to 
the Chittagong region. Birds from the Andamans, where it is rare (cf. 
Abdulali, JBNHS 61 : 564), may better be assigned to this subspecies. 
Habitat as in 1697. 

Extralimital. Breeds in eastern Asia from the Ycnisey to Manchuria, Japan 
and Kuriles. Winters in southeast Asia south to the Malay Peninsula and 
Borneo, east to the Philippines. 

MIGRATION. Recorded in Assam from the end of August to the end of 
April (Stevens, JBNHS 30: 67). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1697. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Muszujt Diagnosis. Darker above than maura or indita but paler than przecalikiis 
with a stouter bUl. Base of tail usually black in males. Second primary (as.) usually 
longer than seventh. 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bni 

(from skull) 

22 o’ o'’ 65-70 (av. 67-5) \ 

14 9 9 64-68 (av. 68) / 

(Dementiev) 

Wdghtl <? (winter) 14 -5 g (SDR). 3 c? o' (summer) I3-l-I5-4;2 9 9 (summer) 
13*4, 14*4 g (Dementiev). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As IQ 1697. 

1699. Whitetssiled Bush Chat. Saxieola Imina (Blyth) 

Pnlixccla lamira Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 474 
(Upper Scinde) 

Baker. FBI No. 498, Vol. 2:31 
Plate 91, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length e. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1697 but tail largely whitc; Tufous of brcosi 
not extending to belly. 

Female much resembles Spotted Flycatcher rather than a chat 
(Stanford). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to local mo\*c- 
ments; locally fairly common. The plains of the Indus river s)’stcm in 
Pakistan and Punjab, Kumaon tcrai (Whymper), Nepal tcrai ? (recorded 
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in winter only), the Gangetic plain in Bihar, northern Bengal, northern and 
eastern Bangladesh, the plains of the Brahmaputra, Cachar and Manipur. 
Breeding range does not overlap that of S. lorquata. Recorded in winter 
from Peshawar and Orissa. Essentially a bird of the plains, barely reaching 
c. 700 m in the foothills. Affects high grass, reeds and tamarisks on damp 
or inundated ground, especially in the vicinity of large rivers. Appears to 
be confined to areas subject to seasonal inundation. 

Extralimiial. Burma lowlands. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1697. Usually perches on top of some high grass, 
reed or bush descending to the ground for insects. When perched moves 
tail slowly up and down, at the same time fanning it rapidly, exposing the 
white on the lateral rectriccs. Generally quite shy. When approached, drops 
off its perch and darts away unseen through the grass. Found singly or in 
loose parties of 4 or 5; pairs form in February. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note given as petp-chaaa. Song ‘ short and lark- 
like * (Bell Ticehurst, Ihis 1922: 630). > 

BREEDING. Season^ March to May, before the summer floods. Probably 
double-brooded. AVh, similar to that of torquata, usually well concealed in a 
heap of dead tamarisk leaves, under a clod, among the roots of a grass 
tussock or in a tangled mass of grass brought down by floods and stranded; 
almost alwa^'S found near water. For breeding purposes prefers 4- or S-foot 
high vegetation rather than tall grass or reeds, Eggs^ normally 3, similar to 
those of torquata but as a whole rather more reddish. Average size of 24 eggs 
18 X 14 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Species. For details of plumages see Ibis 
1922: 20, or Baker, loc. cit. Female has the upperparts uniform earthy grey- 
brown without any rufous tinge; upper tail-coverts grey-brown, not rufescent as 
in torquata. Tail imiform pale brown, paler than in torquata. Some males breed in 
female-like plumage. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

6 tS'd' 67-71 \ ' 

3 9 9 65-67 J ‘ 


Tarsus 

f.21 


Tail 

■ 49-52 mm 
. 48-52 mm 
(CBT) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Unrecorded, probably as in 1697. 


Saxicola caprata (Linnaeus) 
Key to the Subepede* 


A ^Vhitc of loHcr parts extending to abdomen and lower breast 

S. c. bieoloT 

B White oflowcr parts restricted to vent and under tail-coverts 

1 Size smaller; bill finer and shorter, I3-I5nim ..S.c.burmoKua 

2 Larger; bill longer, 18-20 mm 

3 Intermediate between 1 and 2. *5*. e. rdlgiTiensis 


Page 

32 

34 

35 
34 


1 700. Northern Pied Basb Chat. Saxicola eaprota bicohr Sykes 
Saxieola bieolor Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 92 (Dukhun) 

Saxieola caprata rupchandi Kodz,'1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. ^Vashington 52; 65 
(Londa, Bombay Presidency) 

Baker, FBI No. 494, Vol. 2: 26 
LOCAL NAMES. PiddS (Sind, Hindi); Kdldpidda (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD characters. Malc (adult), jet black with a while wing- 

patch and white upper tail-coverts. Below, black 
with white belly and under tail-covcrts. 

In winter the black feathers are fringed with 
brown. 

White wing- and rump-patclies very conspicu- 
ous in flight. 

Female. lores buff; head and back 
brown. Wing brown with buff edges. Upper tail-coverts rusty. Tail blackish 
brown. Btlow, fulvous, breast and belJy tinged with rusty; vent and under 
tail-covcrts buff. 

CTATUS, riSTRiBunON and habitat. Partial migrant, fairly common. 
Pakistan and northern India, from Baluchistan, N.W.F.P. and Kashmu-, 
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east through Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Nepal and Bihar to northern Bengal; 
in the hills normally up to c. 1500 m, in Nepal locally up to c. 2100 m. In 
the more northern parts and at higher le\-els, mostly a summer (breeding) 
visitor, arriving in February or March, leaving in September or October; 
howes'cr, may be found as high as 1400 m in winter. Recorded as a ssmter 
visitor from Gujarat (including Kutch and Kathiawar), Madhya Pradesh, 
hlaharashtra, northern Karnataka and Andlrra Pradesh . A winter record from 
Gilgit (Scully). Affects cultivated fields about villages, sparsely scrubbed 
hillsides, tamarisk growth, reeds and coarse grass in the neighbourhood of 
tanks, canals, jheels and cultivation. 

Extralimilal. The species extends west to Aral Sea and eastern Iran, 
and east to the Philippines, Indonesia (except Borneo) and New 
Guinea. 

OE.SERAL HABtTS. Usually seen singly, but invariably with its mate some- 
where near at hand, perched on a bush-top, weed stalk or telegraph wire, 
Uil twitched open now and then; darts to the ground from time to time to 
pick up a creeping morsel or sometimes makes aerial sallies after flying 
insects. Very territorial, actively resisting intrusion into its feeding as well 
as breeding area by its own species or other chats. 

■ Flies up in the air with tail spread widely, wings flapping 

slowly an4 deliberately (‘ delayed action ’) and held high above the head, 
or sails slowly downwards in an arc to another perch with outspread wings, 
the white wing-patches and rump feathers conspicuously fluffed out, singing 
the while. Also displays before his mate by crouching on the perch, wings 
and tail outspread, singing loudly. During threat display, wings are drooped 
flaunting the white patches ‘ menacingly ’, tall depressed and spread, 
rump fluffed out and neck stiffly craned forward to the accompaniment of 
excited snatches of song (SA). 

TOOT}. Ants, beetles, larvae and some vegetable matter (Kingston) ; also 
grasshoppers and other insects, and spiders. 

VOICE and calls. . Alarm-note, a harsh chik-chtk ending in a subdued 
musical Im-eet. Has a short whistling song beginning with a double chick- 
chick, recalling that of the Indian Robin and the Crested Bunting; rendered 
as ‘ we are tea for two ’ (highest note on tea) — Holmes & Wright. Uttered 
from a perch, occasionally a roof-top, tail depressed, wings partly drooping 
at the sides, displaying the white patches. In his e.xcltemcnt the singing bird 
sometimes takes short ludicrous leaps of a metre or so in the air and returns 
to the same perch. Song also given in display flight, q.v. 

BREEDING. Seostm, overall March to August, in the northern parts usually 
not beginning before April; double-brooded. Aest, a cup of grass and 
rootlets lined with finer grass and hair; placed on the ground, under tufts 
of grass, in holes in walls or in the sides of wells, or in hollows in banks. 
£gfr, 3 to 5, pale blue, marked mostly at the broad end with deep reddish 
brown blotches and freckles. Average site of 100 eggs 17-6 X 13-9 mm 
(Baker). Budding of nest and care of young by both se.xes. Incubation 
chiefly by female; period 12)13 days. Often brood-parasitized by Caeviut 
CMcrus. 

Mu5E\;>! Diagnosis. Diffcn Trom alralj (1703) in being smaller and having the 
white of underparts extending well on to the abdomen and lower breast. 
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Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tanuj 

Tail 

£?(? 

6fi-67 

13-13 

20-24 

50-55 mm 

99 

64-75 

13-15 

20-23 

49-53 mm 


(HW, SA, Hand Sc Fleming) 

Wdghi 3 o'O' (OcL-Dec.) 12-&-16-1 g (RAP). 1 o' 13; 1 9 12 g (Rtwn^s-al). 
3 (April) 13-14; I 9 (March) 15-5 g (GD). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iru daflc brown. Bill, legs and feet black. 


! 70 1 . Burmese Pied Bush Quit. Saxicota taprata bwmumica Baker 


, Saxicola ceprata bumerdea Baker, 1923, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 43: 9 (Pegu) 
Baker, FBI Ko. 492. Vol. 2; 24 
Plate 91. fig. 5 

LOCAL SAME. Kumpa Ralcnehi (Tciugu). 

SIZE. Sparrow — - ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

riELD CHARACTERS. As ui 1700, q.v. 

STATUS, msTRiBimoN* And HABITAT. Common resident, subject to small 
seasonal movements. Breeds south of the range of hicclor^ from Gujarat 
south to Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to the Cauvery river, east through 
Madhya Pradesh, southern Bihar, Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, 
Aianipur, \Uzoram and Bangladesh; in the hills up to r. 1200 m (Eastern 
Ghats) , 1 800 m (Meghalaya) and 2 1 00 m (Nagaland) . Population of central 
India increased in winter by influx of bicolar from the northwest. Affects 
open fields, scrub land, cultivation; partial to hedges of Agavf. 

Extrclimilal. Extends eastward through Burma, Thailand and the Indo- 
chinese countries. For range of the species sec 1700. 

cEKERAi. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1700. 

BREEDi.vo. Asia 1700. Average size or62 eggs I6'8 X 13*9 mm (Baker). 

Musluu Diagnosis. The smallest race. Coloration as in alralfl, i.c. white of 
lower parts less extensive than in bicolor. 

MEASUREMENTS 


o'er 

99 


Wing 

Bin 

Tarsus 

Tail 


ffrom sVuli) 



67-77 \ 

13-15 

20-22 

r 48-62 

68-72/ 

\ 47-51 


mm 

mm 


(mv) 

Weight 12 c?9 (May) 15-17 (av. 15-7); 7cr9 (July-Aug.) 13-16 (av. 14*4) 


g— bA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark browH. Bill : o', black, bate oflow'Cf mandiblc 
brownish; 9 » dark brown; mouth pale pink. Legs, feet and claws black. 


1702. NUgiri Pied Bash Chat. Saxicola caprata nilgiriensis WTiistIcr 
S&xieole caprata mlghUnsh Whistler, 1940, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 60: 90 
(Ooiacamund) 

Baker, FBI No. 493 (part), Vol. 2: 25 
LOCAL NAMES. ChutUcntel-kiU (Mabyalam); Kellu kuruti (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 13 cm (5 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1700, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. CoTTimon resident. The hills of 
southern India from the Nilgiris southward, chiefly above 900 m, common- 
est at c. 1300 m. Affects grassy hillsides sparsely interspersed with dwarf 
wild date-palms {Pkofnix) or ‘nelli* trees {EmhlUa). 

CENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1 700, 

BREEDING. Stoson, February to May. Xest and eggs as in 1700. Average 
size of 50 eggs 19*5 X 15*2 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from elrata (1703) in having a smaller bill, but 
larger than in burmamca. 


.VF-ASI'REMEVrs 



\Mng 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

c‘’o’ 

73-79 

15-17 

25-27 

60-67 mm 

9 9 

69-75 

15-16 

25-26 

59-63 mm 
(SA) 


COLOURS OF BARE p.-iRTs. Iris brovm. Bill, legs, feel and cla\s-s brownish black. 
Mouth >cnowish pink, groish pink or brownish pink, apparently \ar>ing with age. 

1703. Ceylon Pied Bash Chat. Saxicola caprata atrala (Kelaari) 

Prellncola atrala Kclaart, 1831, tn Blylh, Jour. Asiat. Sof. Bengal 20: 177 
(New era Elia, Ccsion) 

Baker, FBI No. 493 (part), Vol. 2: 25 

LOCAL NAMES, Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE- sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

HELD CHARACTER. As Ul 1700, q.V. 

STATUS, DistRiBunos and habitat. Cktmmon resident. The hills of 
Sri Lanka above c. 1000 m, mostly on the drier side. Affects open, grassy 
areas svilh scattered bushes. 

CENERAE HABITS and FOOD. As in 1700. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note, a sharp, scolding chuh * like scraping a 
quill against sandpaper *. Song, a brisk tvhistlc, chip chepee^hen eechiu Young, 
when beginning to fend for themselves, utter a curious, rasping chirp crrrk, 
creek (Henr)*}. 

BREEDING. Seoson^ cud of February to May. PCest and eggs as in 1700. 
For details see Phillips, 1939, p. 254. 

Museum DiAcsosa. Differs from tdlgmensis (1702) in haring a longer and coarser 
bUI. 

«E.^SUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

3 d'd’ 

77-80 

18 

23 

53-56 mm 

2 99 

76 

— 

— 

53 mm 


(HW, SDR) 

8 o'O' in Brit. Museum have bilh (from skull) 17-20 mm 
Wright 2 o' o' 22-5, 23; 1 9 22 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE BARTS. As in 1701. 
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1704. Jerdon’s Bush Chat* Saxicola jerdoni (Bl>Th) 

Oteicola jetdonx Blyth, 1867, Ibb: 14, new name for Rhodapkila melojtoUuca Jndon, 
1863, Bds. India 2: 128 (Pumcah) rtec Ommthe rrvlanoleuca Vieillol, 1818 
Baker, FBI No. 501. Vol. 2: 35 
Plate 91, fig. 6 

LOC-KL NAME. Daalisha-gosfiin (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Aboce, entirely glossy black. Below, entirely 
white. 

Female. Abore, bro^vn tinged with rufous, especially on rump. Below, 
throat white, rest of underparts pale fulvous, darkest on breast and flanks. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to short seasonal 
movements; locally common. Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, 


Saxicola jerdoni 



Distributional range. 

Nagaland, Manipur, hGzoram, Tripura and Bangbdesh, west to Bengal 
and eastern Bihar (Pumca). AJFfccts the vast expanses oi ekra grass in the 
plains and foothills up to c. 700 m. 

ExtralirnteL Extends cast through Burma and northern Laos to northern 
\^cinam. 

GENERAL KABiTS. Typical of thc bush chats. Keeps singly or in pairs; 
usually very shy. Perches on rccd-stcms or bushes, darting to the ground for 
insects, sometimes foraging among the rootstocks of grass and reeds. The 
tail is constantly expanded and flirted. 

FOOD. Insects. 




handbook volume 9 : 37-40 


THRUSHRS and ghats 37 

VOICE Md MLES. A ver>- silent bird. Only note recorded is a Jo»- ejiit- 
chujTf and a cHnrr of alarm (Baker). 

BREEDKG. Stason, February to end of May. .Vert, a nip of rootlets and 
hne grass lined wth same but finer material; placed on the ground, among 
Ae roots ofa grass tuft or in a hollow in a bant. Eggs, normaUv4, less often 
3. deep turquoise, unspotted. As-erage size of 30 e^ 16-2 x 13-3 mm 
(Eater). Incubation apparently by female 
Mesruji Diagnosis. See Field Characiers. 

1JEASCREME.VTS 

'\’ing BiU 

(from feathers) 

67-69 \ 

99 64-68 / ** 

Bill from skull (1 o') 15 mm (MD) 

COLOL'RS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs and feet black. 


1705. Dark-grey Bash Chat. Saxieota Jenea Gray 

Sexkolcfmea Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Bds. Nepal: 71, 153 (Nepal) 
Oreicclcfenra hanngtor.i Hartert, 1910, V6g. pal. Fauna J: 71 1 
(Lien-kiang near Fu-tschau, China) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 502 and 503, \'o!. 2: 36, 38 
Plate 91, fig. 8 

LOC-AL N.AME. SaiTck'ckek'Pfio (Lepchal. 

SIZE, sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

HELD CH.\RACTERS. Male (adult), summer. General effect pted black 
and white. Aboie^ dark ashy grey with black streaks; a white supercUium; 
sides of head black. Tail black with whitish outer edges. A concealed white 
shoulda -patch visible in flight. Bffnw, thmat while, breast and flanks pale 
grc>', belly ^^•hilish. 

In Ax-intcr feathers of crown, back, breast and flanks tipped with rufous 
brown. 

Female. ABovey rufous brown faintly streaked with darker brown; a pale 
supcrcilium; sides of head dark brotvn; upper taU-coverts rust\*; tail ^rk 
brown, outer reerrices rusty. BehiCy chin and throat white, rest of under- 
parts fulvous, darkest on breast. 

sTATt'S, DISTRIBUTION and H.ABiTAT. Gouimon resident, subject to alti- 
tudinal and short-range seasonal movements. The lower Himalayas from 
N.W.F.P. to -■\runachal Pradesh, thence south through Nagaland (?), 
Manipur, Meghalaja and Mizoram. Breeds bettveen 1500 and 3300 m, 
optimum zone 180(1-3000 m. Winters from c. 2400 (mosdy below 1200 m) 
dowTi to the foothills and into the Gangctic plain sou^ to the Yamuna liver, 
and throughout Assam and Bangbdesh. Affects open, scrub-covered hill- 
sides particularly along fringes of forest, glades, and in the neighbourhood 
of terraced culdvation; in central Nepal noted in barberry' and juniper 
scrub on diy hillsides. Tolerates denser vcgetado.n than other bush chats. 


^ TURDINAE 

In irincer frequents cultiratcd coimtiy, tea-gardens and grassland esnccuVv 
tkra grass along ris-ers. ’ * 


Saxicola ferreo 



Breeding * 1" J Winler 

Exlralhtital. Ranges cast ilircugh soutlicm China south to die northern 
.Indochinese covmirics. 

MiCRATiON'. Occurs on summer grounds from March to September or 
October and in svintcr quartets from November to March. 

CENER.\L HABITS. Vcr>' parochial, frequendng the same spot day afier 
day. Keeps singly or in pairs, sometimes m loose parties in tmter. Usually 
perches on bush-tops or telegraph wires where available in npical bush 
chat fashion, flirting its tail. Drops to the ground for insects from time to 
time; frequently takes them also on tlie ssing like a flycatcher. 

FOOD. Insects and some seeds. 

VOICE and a\LLS. Call-note prrA (rising) ; alarm-notes repeated 

at short intervals, and a sharp tok-fat-tek-fak; also a tk-tie-brzeeeet (Fleming). 
Song typically chat-like: a short, pleasant but rather feeble trill /mnViVm or 
sxsiri-m-trTTy the final sivim a rolling whistle, with some variations (SA). 
Generally uttered from a tree-top or other perch, or in the* air during 
display flight. Song period, early April till end of June with a resumption 
from early September to end of October (Proud). 

BREEDING. Stasojiy Fcbruar)’ to May in Meghalaya, early April to Jul>’ in 
the Himalayas. .AVjf, a cup of fine grass lined with finer grass-sterm, rootlets, 
hair and sometimes a few feathers; usually placed in a little depression on 
sloping ground, tvell concealed by gra«, sometimes under a stone or clod, 
rarclv in holes in rock-clefts or stone revetments of bill roads. EggSy 4 or 5, 


alone. 


Tarsus Tail 

r6I-69 mm 
L — nim 
(Baker) 
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rarely 6, pale blue marked witli reddish freckles, mainly at the large end. 
Average size of IDO eggs 17*9 X 14*2 mm (Baker). Inaibation by female 
alone. Often brood-parasitized by Cuculus canonts. 

Museum Dlscnosis. Sec Field Characters. Postnuptial moult complete m August 
and September. Nuptial plumage acquired by wear orbro\vn tips of srimer plumage. 
Young spotted. Postjuvenal moult orbody-fcaihcrs and all co\-ert5 e:?cept primary- 
and outer greater coverts. First-year birds recognized by retention ofjuvcnal primary- 
and outer greater coverts; male also by nisiy tips of tail. For details of plumage 
see Baker, loc. cit 

SlEASURESfENTS 


IVing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

o' 9 64-71 14-16 21-24 54-65 mm 

(once 12) 

(S.A, BB) 

Weight 3 (f cf (May-Sept.) 13-8-15 g (GD). 6 ereP (winter) 14-1-16; 2 9 9 
(winter) 13-1, 15 g (RAP, SDR). 8 o'd’ (Nov.-.Apr.) I4-IG; I 9 (Mar.) IG g 
(BB, SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill. legs, feet and claws black or 
blackish brown; sole grey. 


Genus Oenantke VicUlot 

Onanlhs X'icillot, 1816, Analyse nouv. om.: 43. Type, by monolypy, ‘Moticux* 
Buflbn = Tvrdas teuazrus Gmclin ex Latham 
Cf. Vauric, C., 1949, Atw. Mus. JVenV., No. 1425: 1-47 
Mcincftzhagcn, R., 1954, Bds. Arabia : 235-54. 

Bill about half the length of the head, slender and not svidened at the base. Rictal 
bristles few and sveak. IVlng pointed, first primary (as.) about one-third the length 
of die second. Tail shorter than wing, nearly square. Tarsus rather long and slender. 


Key to the Species 

I Throat black 
A Crown black 

1 Belly black 0. piceta phase Ppistholnca o' 

2 Belly white 

a Larger; wing mostly over 100 mm, black glossy-, restricted to 

throat O. elbar.xseT o' 9 

b Smaller; wing mostly under 100 mm, black dull, extending to 

Upper breast O. pkaia phsisepkata o' 

B Crown white, back black 

3 Outer rccirices broadly tipped with black 

c Black on outer webs of all rectn'ces extending farther dem-n 

towards base than black of inner webs. 

O. pkata phase ceplstrata o' 

d Black on outer webs extending farther down on outermost 


rtctrica only O- PtssshsrJt, o' 

4 Outer rtctrica only marled wilh brown towards tip O. nwerAa cT 
C No black on crovt-n or rump 

5 Black part of outer rectrices over 25 mm O. deserU ^ 

6 Black part of outer rectrices under 25 mm 0.f.ns<kH o' 
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II Throat not black 
D Ear-coverts black 

7 First primary shorter than primary -coverts 0. cr^OAiht o' 

8 First primary equal to or longer than primary-co%Trls 

0. plestherJjx phase titteta ^ 

E Ear-coverts not black 

9 Outer rectrices buff marked srith brown near lip. .0. nffwrAa 9 

1 0 Black part of outer rccirices o\xr 25 mm 

c Tarsm ovxr 28 mm 0- isfiltlUna o' 9 

f Tarsus under 28 mm 

i Under surface of uil white on basal half only. .0. deitrii 9 

ii While on under surface of uil nearly reaching tip of inner 

rectrices O.pkschcnka V 

1 1 Bbck part of outer rectrices under 25 mm 
g Throat carthv brov^Ti or sooty’ bros^Ti. ... O.pfrcfa 9 (all phases) 
h Chin and throat buffer greyish buff 

iii Rump rufous O. xo/iMrf king! o"* 9 

iv Rump while or huffish 

o' Tarsus over 26 mm 0. cnanthe 9 

o" Tarsus under 26 mm - O-fmebii 9 

1 706. Isabelline Chat. Oenenthe isahelUna (Tcmminck) 

S<ixisch .ntW/iMTentmincl, 1829, FI. Col. (79), pi. 472. Hg. I (.Vubin, Afriw) 
Bakrr, FBI No. 512, I’ol. 2: 49 
Plate 91, fig. 10 ■ 

EOCAE N.wia.Cidit (Brahui, all whoatoars); Pilo pidJa (Gujarat). 

SIZE. Sparrow 4- ; length c. 16 ern (61 in.). 

nEEi> cti.ERACTERs. .Ilo.-f, sandv brown wiili a pale siipercilittin and 
eve-ring. Wings dark bmint with htifr edges. Upper tail-cnvcrts .and lt.iw 
^ of tail uliitc; rest of tail bbckih 

brotvn >sith narrotv biilT tips. Bflc-Xy 
pale creamy InifT, darker on breast 
and flanks. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from female O.dtsntl 
(1710) by its plumper build, heavier 

head, longer legs and absence orbbrit 
in upper uing-coverts. In flight the 
white subterminal band on tail is 
noticeably broader, and more glisten- 
ing SNhitc r. huffy sxhitc in demti. 
STATUS, pKTRiBuno.N' and HAprrAT. 

Mostly a winter visitor, fairly ^rn- 
mon. Breeds in northern Balurhbwn 
(Chagat, Quetta) and in N.W.F.P- 
(Thall, Paradiinar). Winten in all 
pans of Pakistan and the plains of 
Half of wH, X 1 . 1 northwestern India including N 

Giyarat (with Kutrli and Kaihuvx'ar), 
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straggling cast and southeast to Varanasi and Schorc, and south to 
Ahmednagar (Fairbanks Blanford) and Poona, c. 18'30'X. (Abdulali & 
Pimento, JBXHS 65: 489). A parage migrant in Gilgit and other parts of 
Pakistan and northern India. Recorded in the MaldisT Islands in Nov'cmber 


Oendnthe ijobellino 



Breeding ED Winter 

(Phillips, JBNHS 60: 58). Affects sandy semi-desert and waste land with 
sparse CappanSy Sueda and suchlike bushes, and old plough land. Prefers 
more sandy plains and not so much stony desert as O. dfsnti. Although 
found up to 3000 m (Afghanistan) it requires large, flat and desolate areas 
(Paludan). 

Extralimital. Breeds west to Turkey, north and cast to Lake Baikal, 
Manchuria and Kansu. Winters also in Baluchistan and west through Arabia 
and northeastern Africa south to Tanzania. 

jiJORAnos. Occurs on breeding territory* from hlarch to October. 
Arrives in winter quarters about the end of September (first date 4 August 
in Jhang District — HW), leaves in March (last date 29 April), Passage 
recorded in Gilgit in March and April. 

CEKERAL HABITS. Solitary, or in \sidely separated pairs. Very territorial, 
aedvely resenting intrusion by other chats into its ‘ sphere of influence *. 
Rims about swiftly, feeding on tlie ground, bobbing and curtsying from 
time to lime. Sits very tipright on a clod or mound, infrequently on low- 
bushes,* however^ in midday heat in scrubless country often noted perching 
on telegraph wares in the shade of the insulators, in some areas nearly every' 
pole having its chat! 

Display, * With drooping wings and outspread tail, male approaches 
female, uttering the svhole while a pleasant whistle, ^^^lcn within a foot or 
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so of her rises about 18 inches off the ground and flutters in a rapid, 
oscillating motion . . . After this performance, alights near her and struts 
round w-iih outspread wings and tail, singing all the lime. He then shoots 
up into the air, hovers and performs aerial stunts, and descends to cartli in 
a spiral motion* (C. H. Williams, JBNHS 33; 603). Display flight also 
described as follows: ‘ Soars into the air to a height of fifteen metres or so, 
hovers with beating wings and outspread tall, then sails gently downwards * 
(Ludlow). Sec also Melncrtzhagcn, 1934, Birds cf Arabia, p. 245. 

rooD. Beetles and other insects; abo some seeds. 

voicx and c.\lls. Little recorded. Song said to be very imitative 
(Dementiev) and louder than that of most chats. A low, sweet song may 
someumes be heard in winter. 

BREEDINC. Seasotty March to June. Double-brooded. Xest, a shallow’ 
saucer made of grass stems, rootlets and wool, lined with hair and wool; 
placed in a hole, usually a rat’s hole, sometimes a discarded bee-eater's 
burrow, about 50 cm or more from the entrance. E^s, 4 to 6, generally 5, 
pale blue, occasionally with a few- reddish brown spots at the Larger end. 
Average size of 14 eggs from Baluchistan 21 *9 x 16*7 mm (Williams) ; of 
60 eggs 23' 7 X 17-4 mm (Baker). Incubation apparently by female alone. 
Feeding of young by both parents. 

Museum Diacsosis. See Kc\- to the Species. Spring moult complete. Body 
moult noted in September and January (HWj. Young has pale spots above, 
and dusks- edges to brcasufcaihcrs. Postjuvcnal mouU complcic. 

MEASUREMENTS 



\\“mg 

Bill 

(from skull* 

Tarsus 

Tail 

tJ'o' 

9S-104 

18-20 

30-31 

56-62 mm 

9 9 

92-96 

19-20 

29-30 

51-53 mm 


(SA) 

Weights d'e? 26~31; 5 9 9 27*1-34 g (Dementiev, Cornwallis). 
cou>URS OF BARE PARTS. Irts dark brou n. Bill, legs and feet black. 


1707. RedtaHed Chat. Oenanlhe xanthoprymna Kingi (Hume) 

SojAtola Arn^i Hume, 1871, Ibis; 29 (Jodhpur) 

Baker, FBI No. 515, \'ol. 2: 53 
Plate 91, fig* II 

LOCAL NAMES Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow 4- ; length c. 16 cm (6i in.). 

FIELD CMiULACTERs. Male (aduIt). Aboi-ty head and back pale gr^y- 
brown. A dull, gre^’ish white supcrcilium. Rump rufous-ochre, upper lail- 
coverts and base of tail paler. Centre of tail and broad terminal band 
blackish brown. Below, wliitish tinged with pink. Sc-xes alike. 

The only chat or wheatear with rufous rump and base of tail, tvhich 
together with greyish underparts make it distinctive in flight. 

STATUS, DtsTRiBimo.s’ and HABITAT. Mostlv ^ a winter visitor, locally 
common. Breeds in northern Afghanistan (Amran Khw-ajah and along 
Barshor hills — Christison, JBNHS 43 : 479) and north of Quetta (Williams, 
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JBNHS 33: 604). [AUeged breeding near Thall (JBNHS 12: 339) proved 
to be of Erythopygia (loc. cit. p. 579).] Winters over most of Pakistan from 
N.^V.F.P. and the northern foothills, south to Sind, Rajasthan (Mt Abu) 
and northern Gujarat. In Makran, from near sea le\'cl up to 3300 m. 
Recorded in auturrm passage in Saircc 1500 m, Dhannsala 1350 m, and 


Oeflont/ie xontbopryrnno 



DLiributional ran!;ci 

Breeding f ~ ] Winicr 

I kinji (17^7) a rhrysopygta (RE) 3 xanShoprjmna (RE) 


Raniial 540 m. In w-intcr affects semi-desert, flat, stony and sandy land 
with sparse Capparis and other xerophy-tic bushes, and sand dunes on the 
edge of desert; has a marked preference for the foot of rocky hillsides. In 
summer frequents arid rocky slopes especially in the vicinity of smalL 
perennial streams, usually above 2100 m. 

Extralirdtal. Breeds in Afghanistan and north to the Pamirs- The species 
ranges west to Iraq and Armenia, 

MicRATiOK. Occurs on w-intcr grounds from the beginning of October 
till the end of March; in Kohat from September to mid ApriL Passage 
mostly in October and March, but movements also noted in December and 
February’. 

CE-VERAL HABITS. Usually seen singly, perching upright on clods or 
rocks, less frequently on low bushes, or running swiftly on the ground. 
Sometimes rapidly takes co\*cr in gcrbillc holes and disappears ‘down the 
subterranean tunnels. In winicr almost, cs-crywhere in direct food competi- 
tion w-ith the more domineering O. picafa by w-hich it is mercilessly chi\n*ied 
and chased. 

FOOD. Ants and other insccis. 


VOICE and calls. Abrm: a characicristic tkrrrr thrrr ihrrr, less harsh than 
of other whcatcars (Linden Coniwallis — for subspecies ck^sopygia). Song 
said to be very imitative: a veiy- loud warbling. 

BREEDING. Season, April to June. placed in small hollows quite low 
dow-n in a rock-face above water; or inside holes under stones or in walls 
— maybe up to 60 cm deep — • generally on the steep sides of baic, rocky 
gorges. The shallow saucer of grass, lined with fine rootlets and grass fibres, 
rests on a foundation of flat pebbles — often a considerable quantity- — and 
is protected by a rampart of same. Eggr, 4 or 5, pale blue with or w-iihout a 
few rusty spots. Average size of 22 eggs 20*7 X 16 mm (Christison, 
Williams). Other details of breeding biology- not recorded. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Young. Upperparts and sides of head 
a little browner than in the adult, no pale ccnires or dark edges. .Ml wing-coverts 
with fulvous ups. Chin and throat grey, rest of undcrparis with a fulvous wash. 
Under tail-coverts paler fulvous than in adult. 

MEASUREMENTS 


cTcf 

99 


5Ving 

BUI 

Tarsm 

Tail 


(from skull) 



92-97 1 

18-20 

25-26 

/ 56-65 

90-92 / 

1 59-64 


mm 

mm 


(HW, Paludan, SA) 

Weight !0 (J'cT 20-25; 6 9 9 20-29 g (Paludan, RAP). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brms-n. Bill, legs and feet black- 


1708. Wheatear. Oencnlks oenanlhe oenanlhe (Linnaciis) 

Motecilla Oenanlhe Linnaetu, 1758, Sv-si. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 186 (Sweden) 
Baker, FBI No. 51 L Vnl 2- -*8 
PUte 91, fig. 9 

LOCAL NASiES. Nonc Tceorded. 

SIZE. Sparrotv; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (aduli), w-intcr. Above, crow-n and back 
brownish grey-. Lores to car-coverts black. A white supcrcilium and ss-hltc 
rump. Wings black. Centre of ttul :md terminal band black; base and sides 
white- Below, throat and breast pale to deep buff; rest of underparts cream- 
buff. 

In summer crown and back become more pure grey, forehead white. 
First-winter male like female. 

Female, winicr. Above, crown and back rufous brown. A light super- 
cUlum. Ear-coverts brow-n. Rump white; tall as in male. Below, as in male. 

In summer crow-n and back b^omc greyer brown. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. A Straggling passage migrant 
through Pakistan and the northwestern Himalayas, which apparently He on 
the extreme eastern fringe ofits normal migration route; recorded in Chagai, 
Baluchistan (March and October, Ibis 1941: 541), Chitral (April, at 
c. I2(X) m), Gilgit (March at c. ISO*! m), and Wardwan Valley, I^hralr 
(September, JBNHS 18: 462); a vagrant also recorded once near Mhow In 
Madhy-a Pradesh (Jerdon). On migration affeos open stony country and 
cultivation. 
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ExtraUmtal, Breeds in Europe and the hCddIc Eastern countries, cast 
throu^ Afghanistan and central Asia to eastern Siberia and ^v*estem Alaska. 
\Vintcrs in Africa south of the Sahara. Another subspecies in Greenland and 
I«abrador. 

ICORATTOS. Spring migration takes place mostly in April, autumn 
rmgration in Septem^ and October. 

GENERAL HABITS. Generally seen ringly or in t>v*os and threes during 
migration. Moves on ground in a quick succession of longjiops, frequently 
halting on some little eminence such as clods or rocks; occasionally perches 
on bushes or low tr ees . Sometimes makes little dashes into the air for 
insects. Carriage* upright, but seldom remains still, constantly bowing and 
bobbing, at same time spreading tail and moving it up and down. 

FOOD. Mostly insects, sometimes seeds or berries. 

\’oiCE and calls. Alarm-note cha^<kack or u'c^t-chack-chack. Usually does 
not sing when migrating. 

BREEDIKO. Extralimital. A single record from Cbitral e. 1 300 m (Perreau, 
JBNHS 19:908). 

MusEtm Diacnosb. Sec Fidd Charactcis and Kej' to the Species. For details 
of plumages anH structure (also bionomics) sec Witherb)’, 1938, 2: 145-9. 

MEASUREMENTS 



^Vmg 

TaU 

100 d’d’ 

87-101 (av. &4-4) *) 

• 50-60 mm 

40 9 9 

86-95 (av. 91-7) J 

(Dementiev) 


Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

^"9 

18-20 

27-29 mm 


(H\\0 

Weight 8 d'd' 21-29; 1 $ 22-6 g (Dementiev). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brow'll. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brov^n to 
black; claw black. 


Oenanthe DESERT! (Tcmminck) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Wlilte on inner ^veb ofsecond primary* reaching quill 

OTtopkila 

\Vhitc on inner web of second pritnary not reaching quill. . . . 

O. d. deserti 


1709. Tibetan Desert Wlieatcar. Oeiumthe discrti oTtophila (Obcrholscr) 

Saxiala crnphilc Oberhober, 1900, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 22 : 221 (Ladal). new 
name for JWa rwatom Gould. 1863 (Tibet), «e mee/eea Koeh, 1816 

Balter, FBI No. 514, Vol. 2: 52 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc (adult), summcT. Ahevet crenm and back 
an dy buff; a pale supcrdliuin> Upper tail^co^Tits and basal half of till 

creamy white; rest of tail black. Wingi 
blackish bro\s'n. Inner N^ebs of remiga 
partly white, this character more pro- 
nounce in flight than in 1710. BAnr, 
throat and sides of head black; rest cf 
underparts bufHsh white. 

In winter the black parts are fringed 
with whitish. 

Female. Abcvfy like male but 
greyer; srings and tail a lighter brov^n. 
Ear-co\*crts rufous-brown. Be!cz‘t 
Avhitish buff, breast darker. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTIOS* and HABITAT. 

Summer Nusitor, locally abuadanL 
Breeds in Kashmir, Baltistan, Ladakh, 
Lahul and Spill, between r. 3000 
and 5100 m, optimum tone 3600- 
4600 m. \Vintcrs in Baluchistan and 
possibly in Sikkim and Assam (Marghcrita, North Cachar Baker, loc. 



Half of tail, x f. 1 



THRUSHES AND CHATS 


47 


Extralimital. Br«tb in southom T.bot ^ ^ 

,>-aten of the Yangtze. VWntem in southern Iran, Arabm and eastern Afirrca 
(Ripley & Bond, 1966, Smthomm Misc. Cell. 151 : 29). 

siorLtTtorr. Arrives on breeding grounds about 
remains till September. Passage takes place m March-Aprd and Septembe 
October. 

general habits and food. As in 1710. 

VOICE and CAixs. Alarm-note rtei-rfar. Song, a moumbd > « 
three- or four-syllable ferr-ti-ft’-t: reppted monotonously b) ' 

long in the vicLity of the nest; occasionally given du™g short bovermg 
flight of five seconds or so a fesv metres above not site (SA). 

InEEomc. hfay to July. AVrt, a cup of moss g.^ 

neatly lined svith svool, hair and sometimo feathers; placed ^ 

in d«p hoUow under boulders or in cairns of mrmr stono 
Eilss. normally 4 or 5, pale blue or bluish green with small 
at^e broad end. Average size of 1 1 eggs 22-3 X 16-6 ^ 

21 -4 X 15-5 mm (HIV). Both paroits tend the young. Share ol the sexes 
in other choro, and incubation period, not recorded. 

When nest approached (3 separate observations at d-ffcrOTt ' 

female, uttering alarm-note and flicking tail «c.tcdly up 
edly attacked and drove off her fussing mate Horn the suenutj as if afrard ol 

nid cLractcrs. Difiers from Am-fl (1710) 
a lon^^g and rhe inner web of die seeimd primary white ro die gmll. Buds 

frnm Afehanistan are intermediate (Paludao). ' 

^«nile. Upperparts grei-ish brown with darker edges; pide bro«-n on noinde 

”;:>s’;;Is^'S‘orbody.feadiers. median, and a, leas, inner half of 

greater coverts. Posmuptial moult chiefly m August. 

*****'^*^ Wng 

(from skull) 

d’d’ 96-106 1 jg_jg 26 \51 nun 

9 9 90-97 J (Paludan. SA) 

Weight 3 d'd’ (March-Jnne) 19-20; 11 rfl? (Sept-^ct.) 1^34 (av. 23) g 

‘o 'nSTr-- *l2frown. BUI. leg, and fee. black. 

1710 CeritralAsitm Desert Wh^lear.OmnnMeiirrrrtiAr^^^ 

(Tcmminck) 

% . ' ..ir PI col. (60), pl» 359, fig* 2 (Eg)"?*) 

Plate 91, fig- 12 

lOCAtKAVE. B&apiAie (Gujarat). 


.„ TURDINAE 

4o 

SEE. Sparrou-; ^ If See Museum Diagnoiis. 

nELD characters. Asm j7 , q* winter vititor. Pakistan 

sraTUS, BBtar and sol* to central Maharashtra 

(toly common) and India cast to c Pradesh (Nirmal). A few pairs 

\?ooL, Ahmednagar) and {hM Biker. Ald.Jka- 

breed in .he auctm a^ tmeo. ^*1. sandy or rocky, 

»nrd^ura1f^^^^ - rreshly ploughed and 

fallow land in canal-imgated , y ^y „ range of oreephila and 

.^rrensl^ ^ ■; 

Morocco. . . -uartets from mid September to AprU m 

dm“n“. -d"cMeTy Lm N^momber to February over *e re,, of 

o*er dcsert-lovmg chats “d Sh rake its prey or flies up 

rooD. Insects, a„d imitative; may occasionaUy be 

bel^duX^^-S.^— iralr and imo. 

, J-in^w^-rJ:rn^:f- P-ry does no. reach 

quill)* 

uzASOTiiuEtn, Tarsus Tall 

M-ing Bill 

(liom skull) ^ ^ 

rJ'd’ ItiB 25'-27 M-64 mm 

9 9 87-94 16-18 (SA. HW) 

k-Ti 1 1 17-22- 9 9 9 (March-Nov.) 15^19 g (Asua and 
Weigh. 19 all? (Mareh-Oct.) 17-22. s 9 V t 

creysMe) - Paludan. . . , 709 

MPOUas or BAar fabts. As m 1709. 

,711. Bame.’. Chat. OerM^th fnschi: ternesi (O^ca) 

ScxUelc ienuri Oates, 1890, P"”™ Persia ~ Kandahar) 

PUte 91, fig. 15 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult), Slimmer. Abovt^ croivii and back 
dirty (huffish) white; rump and base of tail pure white. Central rcctrices 

(except base) and terminal band of 
tail black, widi a narrow white hinge 
to the lateral fcathen. VVings bla<L 
Below, throat and sides of head black; 
rest of imdcrparts huffish white. 

In svinter, upperparts heaidly 
fringed ivith grey buff, except wHtc 
upper tail-coverts; black of throat 
barred with narrow' rufous fringes; 
ffight-fcathers edged i%ith pale rufous. 

Female. Above, sandy brown, 
rump and upper tail-coverts white. 
Tail as in male. IVings dark brown 
^^ith pale fringes. Below, sandy white, 
throat sometimes blackish. 

. Could be mistaken for female 
Hairofuil, xf. 1 deserti (1710) but upperparts more 

greyish brown; throat and sides of 
neck greyish brown (v. whitish buff); less buff on breast; tail w'hite with 
only central rcctrices and terminal band black (p. almost wholly black). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Mostly ^vmtcr visitor in northern 
BaluchisUm where fairly common. Breeds in the Quetta Valley at about 
I&OO m (Williams, JBNHS 33: 603) and in the hills northeast of Nushki 
and north of Quetta (Christison, JBNHS 43: 479). Affects dry, stony foot- 
lulls, and desolate narrow' valleys; in svintcr also found in arid semi-desert ' 
plains. 

Extralimital. Extends north to Kirghiziya and ^s’cst to northeastern Iran. 
Winters in southern Iran and southern Afghanistan. The nominate race 
breeds in Turkey and Israel. May be a race of 0. lugens widespread in 
Africa (cf. Dementiev). 

MIGRATION. \^ter visitors arrive mostly in October. 

GENERAL HABITS. Thosc of the gcnus. Very shy. 

BREEDiNO. Season, April to June. I^est, a flat saucer of grass and sticks 
lined with finer grass and hw, placed in a hole in a bank or rock face, or 
under a heap of stones. Eggs, generally 5, deeper blue than' other chats* 
eggs, with a zone of rusty spots at the large end and a few odd spots else- 
where. Average site of 14 eggs 19*3 X 15*4 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters and Key to the Species. 

Juvenile with stub tail, ready to leave nest. Pale earthy uabelline below and 
sKghtly darker above, with very broad margins to primaries and secondaries. Even 
paler than juvenile isahellina (1706) and lacks the spotting of the latter (Meinerti- 
hagea). , 

MEASUR£MZ.Vr3 

Wing Tarsus Tail 

c?<f 84-96 24-26 60-70 mm 

9 9 82-90 24-26 53-65 mm 

(Dementiev, CBT, Paludan, Cornwallis) 
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Weight 13 ri’ri' (winter) I9-5-29'5, 5 tfe? (breeding) 23-26; 5 9 9 (winfa) 
20*5-24, 2 9 9 (breeding) 22, 23 g — ComwalliJ. 

COLOURS OR BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brown or 
hUric. 


1712. Tied Chat* Oenenlbe p'cafa (Blyxh) 


Saxinla pieata Blytb, 1847, Jour. Asiau Soc. Bengal 16: 131 (Scinde) 
Sexitola episthoUuca Strickland, 1849, w Jardine’s Contrib. Om.: 60 
{Northern India » Punjab) 

Scxicola copistreia Gould, 1865, Bds. Asia 4, pi. 28 
(Upper Provinces of Hindostan »= Sind) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 506, 507 and 508, Vol, 2: 42-4 
Plate 91, f*g. 17 



LOCAL NAMES. Afonu (Baluclu); Kaharo piido (Gujarat). 

SIZE. Sparrow -f ; length c. 17 cm (6| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A black-and-whitc polymorphic chat; intermediates 
occur especially in females (cf. Paludan, 
1959, pp. 205-13). 

1. Black-bellied phase (‘ o/nttAofrurtf *). 
Male (adult). Entirely jet black except 
rump, under tail-coverts, base and sides 


eopistrai^ phase X r. I 

of tail which arc white; central 
rcctrices and terminal band of 
■ tail black. 

Female has black parts re- 
placed by sooty black. 

2. ^Vhite-b^cd phase (‘/)i- 
cala ’) [TTie most common within 
our Urmts.]* Male (adult), lake 
the preceding but belly white. 

Female similar to male but 
black parts replaced by grc>*uh 
broivn; belly more buf&h. 

3. ^Vhilc-crowncd phase capistraUs"). Male (adult). Like puata, 
with white belly and black throat, but crown and nape white. Female 
sinular to male but black parts and crown earthy brown; belly more 
buihsh. 

N.B. The geographical dominance of the three types of females docs 
not exactly correspond to the dominances of the three colour phases of the 
males (Paludan, p. 208). 



Half of tail, X e. I 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Partly resident, chiefly irintcr 
visitor. Breeds commonly m norihcm Baluchistan [Kalat, Fort Sandetnan, 
Sulaiman Range — SF 3: 206; JBNHS 31: 707 and 59: 962 (JncaUs)], 
Quetta [JBNHS 14: 480 and 16: 750; Ibis 1920: 164 (jncaiay], Fort Munro 
[JBNHS 37: 689 {pieata, and markedly less opisthoUuca)], Peshawar 
[JBNHS 32: 748 {capistrata)], Kohat and Kurrajn Valley [JBNHS 12: 339, 
18: 192 and 20: 778; Ibis 1909: 217 {capistrata and picatay], Chitral [JBNHS 
16: 50 {capistrata and opisthoUxiea)'\, Baldstan and Gilgit [Ibis 1881 : 56, 441 ; 
/fits 1927*. 582; JBNHS 42; 659; SF 10; U2, 226 (w/iistrota and^ata with 
every possible intergradaflon)]. Affects boulder-strewn barren country. 


Oenontfre pfeettf 



Breeding EIS] Winter 

steep riN*cr banks, fallow' fields, tumbledowu buildings and precincts of 
\*illagcs, from c. 600 m (Peshawar) to 3300 m (Quetta, Chitral), optimum 
rone 1800-2400 m. Common and ^nerally distributed in winter m Pakistan 
and northwestern India southeast to DcUu, central Lladhya Pradesh and 
northern hlahaiashtra (Khandesh). In winter frequents stony semi-desert, 
and desert with sparsely scrubbed sand dunes, culd%'ation, ravines, out- 
skirts of villages and nomadic encampments, cattle corrals, etc,; usually 
from almost sea level to c. 1200 m, but has bera observed also at 2700 m in 
deep snow! 

ExtrelindtaJ, Ranges north to Turkmenia and west to northern Iran. 

MiORATiON, Arrives on breeding grounds in hlardi (Baluchistan) or 
mid April (Chitral), remains dll September. May be seen in winter quarters 
from the beginning of August till the end of Majeh. 
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general HABITS.' Usually met wth singly, perched on some prominent 
position such as v.’alls, bushes or comer of a roof, bobbing and curtrjing 
vehemently from time to time, especially when alarmed; darts down to the 
ground to seize insects and then moves off to another %'antage point. Also 
makes aerial sorties after winged insects like a flycatcher. In the heat of the 
day sits quietly in some shady spot, often on doors and windows of occupied 
houses. Frequently roosts in a hole under the roof of a bungalow. Very 
territorial even in winter and resents intrusion of the same or other species 
with similar feeding habits; its persecution of the Indian Robin (1720) and 
Rcdtailed Chat (1707), in particular, markedly noticeable ever)'whcrc. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects — ants, beetles, catcrpillan, etc. Also berries of 
‘ pipal * [nV] and Crewia (Waite). 

VOICE and calls. Has a pretty song, something like the Magpie-Robin’s. 
Is also a good mimic, taking off to perfection, among othen, the Common 
Babbler, Indian Wren-Warbler, Tailor Bird, Redw’attlcd Lapwing and 
Spotted Owlet; also the twittering song of the Swallow* and the musical 
soliloquy of the Rufousbacked Shrike (5A), Sings from a perch or on the 
wing, making short flights from a projecting rock, flying \\’ith hovering 
wings, tail spread and a little dropped. Song, or snatches of it, may also be 
heard on its arrival in tvintcr quarters, especially while chasing off food 
competitors. Other notes unrecorded. 

BREEDING. 5VaJcm, March to August. Double-brooded (IMiitehcad). 
Piest, a shallow saucer of grass, feathers, wool and bits of rag, lined with 
hair and wooI;.pl3ced in holes in rocks, banks, walls, cairns or under stones, 
sometimes under the eaves of houses or among rafters, occasionally in a 
tree-hollow. Once placed on a foundation of flat stone chips (Waite, JBNHS 
37 ; 689), cf. 1707. Eggs, 4 to 6, pale blue marked with reddish brow'll at the 
large end. Average size of 50 eggs 20*7 X 16 mm (Williams), of 92 eggs 
20*5 X 15*4 mm (Baker). Young fed by both parents. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Fidd Characters. For distinguishing male of phase 2 
from 0. clbttrtigeT see under 1714. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

cftT 

86-93 

15-18 

25-26 

60-73 mm 

9 9 

86-93 

14-18 

22-26 

60-74 mm 


(HIV, SA, Paludan) 

■\Yeighi41 d’d’ (Marcb-Augmi) 21-25; 12 9 9 (March-July) 18-23 g (Paludan). 
COLOURS OP BARz PARTS, Iris brown. Bill, legs and feet bbek. 


1713. Hooded Ghat. Oenanthe monacha (Tcmminck) 

SexicoU rrurrioefia Tcmiaindt, 1825, PL coL (60), pL 359, fig- I (Nubia = Luxor) 
Baker. FBI No. 594, Vol. 2: 40 
Pfate 91, f»g. 16' 

LOCAL name; Meroi (Baluchi). 

size. Sparrow - 4 - ; length e, 17 cm (6J in.). 
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mu? CHAiiAmRs. Male (adult). Above, forehead, crown, rump, basal 
third oi tml and outer rectrices white, the latter more or less marked with 

brown towards the tip. Middle of 
back and central rectrices black. 
BeloWt sides of head, throat and 
breast black, rest of underparts 
white. 

Female. Above, sandy brown. 
Rump and upper tail-coverts 
creamy lawn. Tail as in male but 
^vhife replaced by buff. Below, 
pale dingy buff. 

Distinguished from 0. fricata 
and 0. pUschanka by almost entire- 
ly white outer rectrices. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUnON and HA- 
BITAT. Probably resident, very 
local and little known. Recorded 
only in the winter months fit>m 
the Makran coast [Gwadar, 
Saman, Dasht (Baluchistan), 
Sehwan and Kirthar hills (Sind)]. 
All records are nineteenth-century, from Hume and Blanford. A bird of the 
most desolate desert ra\dnes. 

ExtralimitaL Extends west to the Dead Sea and the Red Sea coast of Egypt. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. Practically unknown, 

BREEDING. Unknown. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Species. 

MEASUREMENTS 

'Ving Bill Tarsus 

(from feathers) 

0^9 101-106 16-17 f.24 

Weight I 9 (winter) 22*5 g — Cornwallis. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. . IiTS bro\\'n. Bill, legs and feet black 

1714. Hume’s Chat. OrnimtAe (Hume) 

’ Saxicola Alboniger Hume, 1872, Stray Feathers 1:2 * 

(Stony hills which divide Kelat from Sindh. . . .and Mekran Coast) 

Baker, FBI No. 505, Vol. 2; 40 
Plate 91, fig. 14 

LOCAL NAME. Monu (Baluchl). 

SI2E. Sparrow 4- ; length c, 17 cm (6i in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, Above^ rump and base of tail white. Outer rectrices 
white with a broad black tferminal band; central rectrices black. Head and 
rest of upperparts black. Below, throat black, rest white. Sexes alike. 

Almost identical with male 0. pieala (white-bellied phase, q.v.). Doubt- 
fully distinguishable from it in the field by plumage though black of throat 


Tail 

67-70 mm 
(Baker) 



Half of tail, x r. 1 
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turdinae 


somewhat larger and noiJcf. 
bull-headed , wath usually a more upright stance when nerrli^t 
(Ml-not« may differ but comparable details not available. The onlv pied 
^ffed ** ahke — a useful clue to its identification when bird»*^arc 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmon and MrTAT. Fairly common resident, subject to 
some movements. Smd in the higher Kirthar hills, Baluchistan 

from the Makran coast to Fort Sandeman, Baltistan, Astor and Gilgit to 



Distrlbuftonal range 

Wania Nala, a side nullah in the Suru Valley (BBO, JBNHS 34: 121), 
Breeds around 1500-1600 m. Affects steep boulder-strewn sides of nullahs. 
Extraltmifal. Extends to Afghanistan, southern Iran, Muscat and Oman. 
GENERAL HABITS. Little recoidcd. Field notes vitiated by likelihood of 
confusion with 0. pieala. Described as less shy and more ’stolid * (HW). 
Usually seen perching on large rocks, telegraph wires, etc. whence it darts 
to the ground for food. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. Said to have a loud, melodious song, although not a 
very varied one. Gall-note, a short, sharp, high-pitched whistle uttered 
three or four times. Alarm, a harsh grating note (Currie). 

BREEDING. Seosoti, April to June. Xesl, a saucer of twigs' plastered with 
mud into which chips of limestone arc incorporated; poorly lined wiili soft 
grass, hair and fearers. * In front of the nest was a barricade of stones, 
highest next the nest and then shelving off towards the entrance of the hole. 
This particular barricade weighed two pounds f sa910g) ’ (Currie epud 
Baker). No such rampart was noticed by Meinertzhagen near ttvo nests 
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found in Sind {Birds of Arabia, p. 254). Nest placed in holes in rocks, some- 
times quite high in the face of cliffs; in Iran also recorded in walls and 
deserted mud buildings. Eggs, 4 or 5, veiy' pale sUm-milk blue, some spot- 
less others with a few speckles of pale reddish. Average size of 20 eggs 
22*5 X 16-8 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Very similar to male 0. pieata phase 2, but black more 
intense and glossier. Black on underparts restricted to throat: 25-36 mm (from 
point of chin) v. 35-38 mm in pieala. White on. rump more extensive: 31-50 mm 
(from black of back to black of central rectrices) v. 1^23 mm in pieafa. Feet Falser 
and stronger (Lindon Cornwallis pers, comm.). 

Postnuptial moult complete, June to August. Young similar to adult but black 
replaced by glossless black-brown, no spotting (Meinertzhagen). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Toil 

(from skull) 

tfri’ lOO-IOS 20-22 62-76 mm 

9 9 95-104 17-22 58-69 mm 

(Vaurie, CBT) 

Tarsus c. 27 mm (MD) 

Weight 8 (winter) 24-28*5, 6 o'q' (breeding) 25-27*5; 7 9 9 (winter) 
22-26*5,5 9 9 (breeding) 23-27 g — Cornwallis. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IHs bfOwn. Bill, Icgs and feet black. 


1715. Fleschanka’s Chat. Oenanthe pUschanka pleschanka (Lepcchin) 
MoUcilla pUsthanka I.epcchin, 1770, Novi Comm. Acad. Pelrop. 14: 503, pi. 14, 
fig. 2 (Saratov, lower Volga) 

Maltuilta Uuconzla Pallas, 1771, Novi Comm. Acad. Fetrop. 14: 584, pi. 22, fig. 3 
(Samara, Russia) 

Baker, FBI No. 509, Vol. 2: 45 


Plate 91, fig. 13 

LOCAL NAME. j\lomi (Baluchi). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (G in.). 

field characters.' Male (adult), summer. Above, crown and nape 
white, more or less sullied by brown tips of feathers. Neck (all round). 


back and wings black. Rump and 



X e. 1 


base of tail white. Central rectrices 
blackish; outer rectrices white with 
blackish terminal band, this colour 
extending on extreme outer web to 
about half the length of tail. Below, 
chin and throat black; rest of under- 
parts white. 

In \vintcr the black of mantle and 
throat is fringed >rith pale browm. 
Underparts, from throat downwards, 
dirt)' white (‘ rufous-lawn ’). 

Female. Above, brown. A buff 
supcrcilium- Wings dark bro'vn edged 
with buff. Rump white. Tad pattern 
as in male. Below, throat and breast 
pale bro^vn, rest of underparts buff. 
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A rare colour phase (‘ vitlata *) occurs in which both male and female 
tiavc a white throat. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Commou summer (breeding) vUitor. 
^.W.F.P. in Kohal, Kurram Valley and Gliitral, and the 'north wcsicm 
Himalayas from Gilgit through Ladakh to Lahul and probably Spiti. Breeds 
jcDvccn 1500 and 3100 m [record of nests taken at 4500 m in Ladakh 
[Ludlow, JBNHS 27: 142) is believed to be erroneous and should be 
:ancclled according to communication by the author to HW], Affects stony 
vasteland. Often found in same biotope as 0. pieata. 

Exlralimital. Ranges cast to Lake Baikal and Manchuria, west to Iran 
md the Black Sea. Replaced in the Mediterranean countries by the very 
amilar 0. bisponica. Winters in southern Iran, Arabia and Africa. 

snCRATioN. A Straggler or rare migrant in Kashmir and Punjab (April). 
Regular on passage in northern Baluchistan in March-April and Septemt^r- 
Detober. An October record in the Indian Ocean halfway between Ceylon 
md the SomaU coast, due south of the Makran. A straggler to tlie l^ldwe 
[stands (November and December — Phillips, JBNHS 60; 581), Sn Lanka 
November — Henry, Birds 0 / Crjlm, p. 25) and possibly Kanyakuman 
'Cape Comorin) (JBNHS 62: 558). ^ 

CENEKAL HABITC. Thosc of the gcnus. Pcrcho Upright; wags tad up 
md dosvn. Often flics a few metres straight up into the air m pursuit ol 

vinged insects. .... . . 

Display Male flics in circles at a considerable height, singing the while, 
omciimes ending the display by making a remarkable dive to ea?th at 
Ightning speed. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects, also berries. .... ... . 

VOICE and calls. A dear song, very variable and imiUtive, delivered 
rom a rock or during courtship flight (described above). 

BREEDINO. Srcion, May to July. .Vril,.a cup of dry grass or weed stem 
icU lined with rooUcts and hair, placed in holes under stones or rocks. 

4 1° spotted with reddish at the large end. Average size 

640 eggs 19'6 X IS- 1 mm (Baker). Young fed by both parents. 

Museum Diacnosb, See Field Characters and Key to Ihc Species. 

Young. Head, back, median and lesser coverts pale brown with pale centm 
nd dark edges. Rump and upper tail-coverts white. Underparts creamy while 
,ith faint dark edges. Voung./>i«Ia (1712) is much darker above and drjrrli (IilO) 
luch paler. Postjuvcnal moult of body-feathers, median and lesser coverts, and 
or all greater coverts. 


lEASUREUEnTS 


<?<? 

99 


Wng 

B6-98 \ 
84-93 / 


Bin 

(from skull) 
15-17 


Tarsus 


Tail 


{ 57-65 mm 
5C-60 mm 
(Paludan, Demenliev) 


Veight 20 d’^’ (F'b.-July) 15-22 E (Paludan). 

oLomis or nsaE tarts. Iris brown. Bill, legs and feet llacli. 
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Gcajus Chaimarrorkis Hodgson 

C^imrrrmtj Hodgson, 1&44, tn Gray’* Zool. Misc.: 28. 

Type, by monoty-py, Phomirura tatceapkela Vigors 
Cf. Deafayes, M-, 1969, Jhis 111 : 2-M-6 for affinities wth African Thertr^Ua, 
Tail rounded, ^^'ing long but with large first primary equal to half the length of 
second. Tarsus long and strong. Sexes alike. Young lightly mottled. 

1716. Whitecapped Redstart or River Chat, CheamaTTOvds Uticocepkahis 
(Vigon) 

Pkoniarra Imascepkala Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 35 
(Himalaya *= Simla-Almora area) 

Baker, FBI No. 534, Vol. 2: 79 
Plate 89, fig. 19 

LOCAL rtAMts. Chets taty Ktamdi (Kasfmir); Gir^eheoruiia (Hindi); Kati-pholu: 
(Mohun Ghat, U.P.); Mati^tap-pho (Lepcha); Chibia nati (Bhutan). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (74 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abote, cro\s'n and nape white. Forehead, £des of 
crown, sides of head, back and wings black. 
Rump and tail rich chestnut, the latter rounded 
and \rith black terminal band. Btlo'Xt throat 
and breast black. Rest of underparts rich 
chestnut. Sexes alike. 

Thesimilarly patterned Phoemnirus frylhrogasUr 
(1678) has a white \N*xng-patch- 
sTATUs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common altitudinal nugrant in the 
Himalay'as from N.IV.F.P. and Hunza cast through Arunachal Pradesh. 
Thence south through Nagaland at least to the hills of Cachar and hlanipur 
(Hume, no date given). Breeding zone: N.W.F.P. 1800 to 3600 m; 
Baltistan and Ladakh 2500-3300 m; Kashmir 2100-3600 m, on Pir Panjal 
above 2700 m; Duala Dhar 2400-3600 m; liahul, Spiti and Garhwal 2400 
to 3900 ra; Nepal 1800-5300 m; SikHra up to 5100 m; Bhutan 1800-4500 
m. 0\’crall optimum zone 240^3300 m. IVmtcrs (September to April) 
mostly below 1500 m, sparsely up to 2100 m (Kashmir) or 2600 m (Nepal, 
Sikkim), doum to the foothills; occasionally Into the adjacent plains up to 
10 km or so. Recorded in' uuntcr in northern Baluchistan (Quetta, Belcli, 
Manji) and in the Khasi Hills. Affects rocky or stony edges of large swift* 
running, often partially frozen, streams, usually avoiding smaller rivxilcis 
frequented by the Plumbeous Redstart- In forested areas remains close to 
\^*ater, but in open country such as the alpine zone, often found considerable 
distances away. In winter often along the edge of canals at low elevations, 
even sections running through to\NTis (Dchra Dun, Roorkec). 

Extralimilal. Ranges west to northeastern Afghanistan, Tadzhikistan and 
'Pamirs, cast in the mountains of eastern Tibet, western, northern and 
central flhina. 

GENERAL HABITS, Kccps singly Of in pairs, perching on boulders amidst 
torrents or rocky banks or sometimes on roofs of houses in the immediate 
vicinity of water. Captures insects borne along on the swirling current or 
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ChoImcfTornh leococepSefus 



Breeding [ ,1 iVHntcr 

sallies into the air with quick twists and turns after \s'ingdd quarry. AUo 
flics out erratically over the torrent and zigzags in aerial pursuit of midges, 
returning to its base on outstretdicd, rapidly vibrating uings. 4Vhcn perched, 
and also upon alighting after a sortie, \^ags c.xpandcd tail jcridly and 
deliberately up and do\s'n two or three times from a cocked position imiil 
it almost presses on the perch, with wings drooping on cither side. A deep 
bow or curtsy frequently accompanies this action. A pair’s territory may 
extend to a 600-mctrc stretch of stream. Intrusion of this by Ibrktails and 
other food competitors is vehemently resisted. 

Display. Extraordinary behariour described by M. J. Hackney (JBNKS 
50: 655) as follows: * . . . this pool (about 5 feet in diameter) contained a 
slow circular eddy and w’as almost completely surrounded by small boulders. 
Its verge was occupied by four to five redstarts, all of them facing imsurds 
and intent on the antics of two others which were floating in the pool. These 
two were leaning back on spread tails in the w-atcr, their heads held high 
and drawn back, their open wings thrust outw'ards and downwards into the 
wntcr to maintain balance. In this position they sailed round and round the 
pool, facing one another across it; when the current drew* them tosvards the 
pool centre, they fluttered together and collided breast to breast once or 
twice after which they drew apart again and repeated the whole perform- 
ance - . . Later I noted that one of the swimmers svas apparently wnrsied 
and retired to a ring-side scat on the rocks, his place in the arena being 
immediately taken by a new entrant; and that at one period there were as 
many as three birds in the pool at the same time.* All birds were in adult 
plumage; the scene took place in early May. 
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FOOD, Chiefly Insects; also berries (Alexander, JBNHS 48: 106; also GD). 
VOICE and calls. Abrm-note, a loud, shrill tseet audible a long way off 
and above the roar of rushing water. Call-note, a short sit sit. Song, a long, 
melodious and somcw’hat melancholy W’histlc (Schafer), apparently infre- 
quently uttered. 

BREEDING. Seoson, May to August, chiefly June and July. Double- 
brooded (Magrath, JBNHS 19: 149), at least in the lower zone. AVrf, a 
deep, massive cup of moss, leaves, roots and grass, thickly lined with wool 
and hair; usually well concealed in holes in steep banks, under a boulder or 
a cavity in the face of rock close to water; also occasionally in road cuttings, 
holes in trees or old slumps, or under the caves of streamside houses. Eggs, 
aormally 3 or 4, sometimes 5, pale bluc-grecn, profusely marked >vilh dark 
reddish brown spots usually more numerous at the larger end where they 
occasionally form caps or rings. (For variants see Baker, Jsldijisalion 2: 75.) 
Average size of 50 eggs 24 *6 X 16*8 mm (Baker). Building of nest and care 
of yoimg by both sexes ; incubation by female alone, period undetermined. 

hluszmi Diagnosis- See Field Character*. Postnuptial moult complete, in August 
and September. A spring moult ofbody-feathers and rectriecs about March. Young 
not spotted in the manner of redstarts, but rather similar to that of some wheatears; 
mantle blackish brovsm, a few' feathers fringed with fulvous. Crown white, the 
feathers fringed with blackish. Rump and tail as in adult. Underparts blackish, the 
feathers edged with rufous, more densely so on belly. Under tail-coverts chestnuL 
MEASUaXMENTS 


d’d' 
9 V 


Wing 

91-103 \ 
86-98 / 


BUI 

(from skull) 
17-19 


Tarsus Tall 


32-33 


f 79-82 mm 
\ 69-76 mm 


(CBT, Paludan, BB, S.A) 

Weight II o'd' (March-Nov.) 30-36-6; 8 9 9 (Feb.-Dee.) 24-30-6 g (GD, 
Paludan, RAP). 5 d'd' (No\'.-Mar.) 31-37; 4 9 9 (Jan.-ApTU) 29-30 g (BB, SA). 

OOLOVRS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BDl black. Legs and feet bladcish 
brown. 


Genus Saxicoloxdes Lesson 


Ssxieebtdes Lesson, 1832, in BiBangcr, Voy. In<i.-OrienL, Zool., pt. 4; 270. T^’pe, 
by monot^-py, TtrAts (Ssxicolotdes) efjthvrus t-rCsson 
BUI slender, slightly curved. Rlctal bristles s*ery small. Tarsus w-cU dc\*cloped 
and thruafa-Iikc but scutellaicd, \S'ings short and rounded. 


Saxicoloides fuucata (Linnaeus) 


Key to the Scbspe cl e a 

Page 

A Upperparts glossy blue-blad: 

1 BUI heavier, chrftnut on \*ent less cxtcnsi\*c .S. f. Uvespiera 65 

2 BUI more slender, chestnut on vent more extensu-e., .. 62 

B Upperparts blade washed with dark brown .S.J'. cumvdta 62 

C Upperparts entirely brown 

3 Brown paler, more gre>-uh S./. cenSesrsm 60 

4 Brown darker S.f. eiythnsra 61 


1717, Browribacked Indian Robin. Saxicolaides Jidisata eamkaiensis 
(Latham) 

Sylvia cambaiensis Latham, 1790, Index Om. 2 : 554 (Guzerat, India) 
Saxicoloides fulitaUx munda Van T^me S: Koclz, 1936, Occ. Papers Mus. ZooLUniv. 

Michigan, No. 334; 5 (Bbadw'ar, Kangra Due., Punjab, British India) 

SaxieohidesfulicBla Ixxekzeictnsis Koclz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. 4Vashington 52: 66 
(Lucknow, U.P.) 

Baker, FBI No. 557 (part), VoL 2:111 
PUlc 89, fig. 17 

LOCAL KAUES. Jtclehari (Hindi); Doehko (EhU); Deoliy Kali dera (Gujarati). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 16 cm (GJ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Ahoze, crowm, back and wing dark 
brown, ihc last with a conspicuous white patch. Tail black. Belowy glossy 
blue-black with chestnut vent and under tail-coverts. 

Female. AbozCy like male but lacks wing-patch; car-covens tinged with 
rufous. Below, grey-brown ; under tail-coverts chestnut, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The plains of 
Pakistan from N.4V.F.P, (PcshawTir) and the Hiinala)*an foothills south 
through Sind, west to the foothills (Fort Munro, Sibi and Las Bela plains) 
and cast to the eastern Nepal terai (Rand Sz. Fleming, 1957); northwestern 
India through Rajasthan, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Madh)'a 
Pradesh south to the Tapi (Tapti) rh'cr. In the Himalaj-an fooihUls up to 


Sozicofoldes futlcata 
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TURDINAE 


e» 1000 m, locally 1500 m. Affects open scrub jungle in arid and stony 
country, desert with scattered Euphorbias and camel-thorn bushes, tamarisk 
scrub and the edge of cultivation or near habitations, sometimes in damp 
teifi jungle* . • 

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps Singly or in pairs, hopping or running along the 
ground svith quick mincing steps, now mounting a bush or termite moimd, 
now descending to pick up some crawling insect* In the neighbourhood of 
villages tame and confiding, often perching on roofs or entering verandas in 
search of food within arm’s length of the inmates. Tail carried erect and 
flipped up and down, sometimes tossed so far forward as almost to touch the 
head, especially in moments of excitement. A nearly full-fledged young has 
been noted to feign death when touched, * in a very convincing manner, 
closing its eyes, extending its neck and maintaining its limpness when 
handled * (SA). For display sec 1720, under General Habits. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects and their larvae : grasshoppers, ants and other 
Hymenoptcra. Partial to temutes and is commonly in attendance on or 
near ant-hUlsl 

VOICE and calls. As in 1720. 

BREEDING. Season, March to August. }{esl and 'eggs as in 1720. Clutch 
size normally 4, often 3, occasionally 2. Average size .of lOO eggs 
21*1 X I4'9 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosd. See Field Characters. 

Young. Not spotted. Similar to female but darker brown; throat lightly mottled. 

UEASUREUEKTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

{from skull) 

d'ej' 72-flO \ / 25-28 65-78 mm 

9 9 • 69-79 / . \ 25-27 61-70 mm 

(HW, SA) 

Weight 2 cj'd’ 17, 20; 2 9 9 18, 19 g (BB). 10 ^9 (Nov.-Mar.) 17-21 
(av. 15‘9)g — SA 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BUI, legs and feet black. 

1718. Bengal Black Robin. Saxicohides fuUcala eiythrura (Lesson) 

Tiffdus {Saxieoloides) eiythrvTus Lesson, 1832, in Belanger, Voy. Ind.-Orient., Zooh, 
pL 4: 270 (Bengalc) 

Saxieoloides fulicaU shiartbakeri Koela, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52; 57 
(Bodhgaya, Bihar) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAME, KoUhuri (Bengali). 

SIZE. Sparrow; IcngA r. 16 cm (6J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1717, q.v. 

STATUS, DiSTREBUTtON and HABITAT. Common resident. Eastern Bihar, 

Bengal, and adjacent areas of Bangladesh. Affects open country and 

cultivation. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As IE 1717 and 1720. 

VOICE and galls. As in 1720. 

BREEDING. As in 1720. 


Museum PiACNOsa. Difien from cesiheimsis in being a darker btvn-n abovx tad 
ha%Tng slightly shorter Viings and tail. 

UEASUREMENn 

Wing 2 o'c? 71, 73; 2 o' 9 89* 70 mm (Koelz) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1717. '' 

1719. Deccan Black Robin. .Sexfroltrides^tVele mfrmrdra 
Whistler & Kinncar 

Saxieoloides fuUcata intermedia WTustlcr & Kinnear, 1932, Jour. Bombay naL Hal 
S oc. 36: 73 {Rahuri, Ahmednagar) 

Baker, FBI No, 557 (part), Vol. 2: 111 

LOCAL NAMES. KolchuH (Hindi) ; Kaldumnat, Chtrek (Marathi) ; Selerxhi (Telugu) ; 
Wennali kurwi (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c, 16 cm (6| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1717. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Vcr>’ common reddent. Central 
India from the Tapi river, southern hladh)^! Pradesh and Orissa south to 
the Krishna riv'cr; plains and hills up to c. 900 m. Affects gardens, gTo\*cf 
village precincts, boulder and cactus country', cultivation and open scrub 
jungle, and stony deciduous foresL 

GENERAL HABiTE and FOOD. As in 1717 and 1720. 

VOICE and calls. As in 1720. 

BREEDING. As in 1720. 

Museum Diacnoss. Differs from eembatensis (1717) in having the bbckof back 
and crown heavUy washed with a darker, chocolate-brown. Female similar to that 
otJidUata (1720), 

SfEASimEMENTS 

Wing 

C? 70-78 \ 

9 9 68-72 / 

Weight 10 o' 9 (Apr.-Ai 
colours of bare PARTS. Iris brown. Dill homy black; mouth brovstiish pink. 
Legs, feet and claws dark homy brown. 

1720. Bladtbadked Indian Robin. Saxieoloides fulieola fulieaia (Linnaeus) 
Metocilla fulieaia Linnaeus, 1766, Syst. NaL, cd. 12: 336, ex Brisson, 1760, 'Le 
Traquet dcs PhiHppincs.* (Philippines *= Pondich^ry vide Stresemann, 1952, 
Ihis 94; 515, 520) 

Oenanthe ptymatura Vicillot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d'Hisl. Nat. 21; 435, « LevailUnt, 
1805, ‘ Lc Traquet k queue stride.* (Lc Bengalc « Pondicbery vide 
Whistler, 1935, JBNHS 38; 286) 

Thamnohia rufiventn Swainson, 1832, Fauna Borcali Americana, Zool.: 489, ex 
Levaillant, 1805, ‘ Le Traquet k queue stride.' (’ Le Bengalc lestricted to 
Pondichery by Ripley, 1952, Postilla, Yale Peabody Mus., No. 13; 35) 
Baker, FBI No. 556 foart), Vol. 2: 109 
Plate 89, he* 16 

LOCAL HAWES. di'ttlancM (Telugu); lVonruUi^l5rGn, Keri-lStivi (Tamil); ^'^lrrtot• 
nati (Malayalam). 


Bill 

(from skull) 
14-16 


Tarsus 


25-27 


,ug.) 16-20 (av. 18*7)g-- SA. 


Tail 

f 60-67 mra 
\ 58-61 inm 
(HW, SA) 
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SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 16 cm (6J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Sprightly glistening black robin with a conspicuous 
svhitc patch on wings and chestnut under base 
of the jauntily cocked tail. Like 1717 (q.v.) but 
upperparts entirely blue-black v. dark brotvn. 
Female as in 1717. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Very 
common resident except on the humid west 
^ ' coast where less generally distributed. Southern 

India south of the Krishna river; plains and hills up to c. 900 m, locally up 
to 1800 m. Affects thin scrub jungle, dry deciduous forest, dry stony ground 
with short grass and a sprinkling of young date or Barassm palms; sparse 
bushes and ant-hills, fallow paddyfields bordered by Unlami thickets, and 
gardens in village precincts. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1717. 

Display. ‘ The male ran swiftly in front of the female, moving in a large 
semicircle and in short dashes of a few yards. As he ran he opened and 
drooped his wings slightly so that their tips trailed along the ground, flaunt- 
ing thus the white shoulder-patches. The tafl was very sUghtly spread and 
also trailed along tlie ground the chesmut at its base thus being completely 
concealed. At the same time the breast svas puffed out, the neck stretched 
upwards, and the head and bill pointed into the air; once or nrice during 
a short run they were lowered horizontally to the ground. After completing 
several runs in this manner, the male turned toward the female and ran up 
to within a few feet of her. As he approached, he took on a new and com- 
pletely different form; by the time he stopped in front of her the taU had 
been raised up over the back, bringing into view the chestnut cnssira, the 
feathers of which were puffed out to more than their normal prominence. 
The wings were kept very sUghtly open, keeping the shoulder-patch m view; 
the head and neck were drawn into their normal shape. He kept himsell 
sidewavs on to the female, fluffed out his whole body and tilted slighUy 
towartk her, quivering excitedly all the while He kept this fmsiDon for a 
few seconds, then, slowly resuming his normal shape, hopped to%s’ar^ th 
female; pairing foUowed immediately. After the act he began to duplay 
once again in a manner and sequence identical with his 
The Vision of the display into two qm(e definite phases, iriierem at fipt 
male dances, with no attempt to show off his coloui^ 

»* I * iiTi rnlour uattem and not on his dance is most striking (C. . 

^ ^ ffiti 1944 • 91) aggressive display male postures and 
■ S i^thl^resp-inron^ctritoT-stretching his neck md m 
v^iral puflSg out hU beUy-fcathera, erectmg and cockmg fonvarf 
l!?fiLied ^’tfll it i^ost touches the croira, and flicking it provocatively 
rf^tnut under tafl-coverts are fluffed and stickmg out m pronra- 
At the same time he half droops his wngs flauntmg the white patches 
ence. Atthe mtiuder. He flies from one perch to another m 

Ss":^rw^« ‘delayed action ’ wdng-beats (SA). 

food. ■‘V “ short chiiery warble of four to eight notes composed 


‘ TURDINAE 

by both sexes i„ humid Kerah December 

. wrRrart uTio hrec“ a shallow cup of grass rootlets and 
lo Apnl. Kca^ anrl wool- in certain areas, bus of snake 

rubbish, lined \«th nest examined was made 

slopgh LuaUy placed in holes in walls, rarth banU 

cnurely of human ha n Nes ^^ices, occasionally inside buildmgi m 

or trees, under bouldcm * sometimes in a derelict tin can or 

a variety of situanomhke shelve e ^ 

earthen water-pot. Onre fou preenl’h, greyish or yellowish 

ground, frggb j reddish brown hlolche and underlying marks 
white, svith specks or smaU reu^ ^ ^ 

oflavender, usually more numer K ,^,0 

iug nt c. 24-lmur XTscx“ HosLfrf George (1963 : 73) 

(Baker). Building not participate in building the second 

reports that m one ras the fiist brood fledglings. Site of first 

net, havmg the ^..-n.ient broods, only a new lining being added, 

net generally '“'‘‘J“”“^r year if undisturbed. Incubation chiefly by 
• Same site often used >^r niter > ^ observed brooding 

female. Durmg vep" ^ „o„dod by d.ay. Incubation starts with 

only at night, leasmg of young and net sanitation by 

second egg; period, . . . cUmvc in approaching nest when 

both parents. Male Sfo" of young by female alone. Male 

suspicious of ° female who in turn feeds netlings. For further 

brings food to brooding female "ho in lu ^ _ 

details on upperparu glmi'y blue-Uack, similar 

biovm skin, later with bbek down. 

HFASURksmST, Tail 

(frcm.lull) 

jds 70-80 25 58-66 rnm 

9 9 60-75 13-18 ^3 2a 

a-.... <-■ 

claivi black. 
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1721. Ceylon Robin. ScxiajloidssJultcata Uvcopina (1>sson) 

MicTopus Irjcopttnis Lesson^ 1840, Rev. Zool.: 135 
(lodes Oricotalcs *= Ceylon) 

BaVer, FBI No. 556 (part), VoL 2: 109 

tXKUtt. NA3a3. KcIu-pcUatheka (Smhala); ScddnkSri-kurin (Tamn). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c, 16 cm (6^ in.). 

field characters. As in 1717, but upperparts entirely gloss)' blue- 
black as m 1720. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DBTRiBirnoH and habitat. Very' common resident. Sri Lanka 
in all zones; up to c. 1500 m on the drier northeastern side, lower elevations 
in more humid districts. Affects scrub-land and gardens. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1717. 

VOICE and calls. A merry cheeiy~vxt and a harsh, scol<hng'rA.rer. Song 
as in 1720. 

BREEDING. SiosoUj in the hills from the end of March to June with a 
second period in August-September. Most pairs rear two broods during tiic 
fint period and one in the second- In the low-country Wet zone from 
bCarch to July with’ a peak in bfay. JVVrl, frequently built in cavities in the 
side of termite moimds. One ss*as found in the old nest of a wren-warbler 
[Prime ^Ivatica) in the crown of a low-grovsdng date palm- Other usual sites 
as in 1720. usually 2, sometimes 3, sinular to those of /ulieala (1720). 
For further details on breedmg sec Phillips, 1939, pp. 256-9. 

MusExn« DiAOSons. Upperparts entirely gloss)' blue-black. Differs from faUccla 
(1720) in having a smaller amount of chestnut on vent, and a heavier and longer 
bill. Females are darker ihrou^ouL Complete postnuptial moult from August to 
December. 

KEASUBEMENTt 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

7^”} ■ 25-27 

Weight 2 o’er 17. 22 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet brownish black. 


Taa 

r 61-69 mm 
L 57-62 mm 
(HW) 


CJcnus Monticola Boic 

MonKfola Bole, 1822, Isis 1 : 552, Type, by subsequent designation, 
Ttrrius saxatills Linnaeus 


Tail shorter than wing; tarsus long. Sexes dissimilar. 

Key to the Species 


I Some blue in plumage 

A Breast blue, concolorous wth throat M. soUtarva J 

B Breast rufous or chestnut 

1 Breast chestnut.. rufamtris 

2 Breast orange-rufous 

a A white wing-patch, .................... .Af. cincierhpicha 

b No wing-patch M. saxetUis ^ 
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n No blue in plumage 

C Tail largely rufous 9 

D No rufous in tail 

3 Bock plain olive-brown ctfxM^nthsa 9 

4 Bade grey, lightly streaked or barred 

c Feathas of back vrith dark crescents M, nr/frwrfrtr 9 

d Fcathersofback withdarkshafi-strcaksonly....Jlf.»h'I<sr«ir 9 


1 722. Rock Tltroslu MonHcola saxatilis (Linnaeus) 

Ttrrtto sexcHlU larmaeus, 1766, Sj^st, NaL, ed. 12: 294 (Switzerland) 

» Baker, FBI No. 612, VoL 2; 177 

Plate 92. fig. 7 
local kasos. None recorded. 
sizE. Bulbul; length c. 19 cm (7J in.). 
field characters. Male (adulOj summer. Ahoc^, head, nape and 
upper back pale blue. Back and rximp white, more or less sullied with grey- 
blue. rufou^ central rectriccs brown. throat pale blue; rest of 

underjJarts orange-nifous. 

In winter, feathers of u pper parts arc fringed with buff, those of belly 
vdfh whitish. Eaaiy recognized by white back. 

Female. Abovf, grey-brown with dark shafr-streaks, most feathers tipped 
with whitish buff. Below, centre of throat white, sides streaked with dark 
brown. Rest of underparts buff, heavily marked with dark brown on breast, 
less on flanks and belly. 

Both sexes distinguished from other rock thrushes by rufous tail, parti- 
ctilarly noticeable when spread in fU^t. 

STATUS, D S T RiB imoN and HABITAT. Fairly common passage migrant in 
autumn in Ladakh, Baltistan, Gilgit, N.W.F.P., northern Punjab, Balu- 
chistan and the hills of Sind. Also recorded in Liddar Valley and at Lahore. 
Observed mostly above 2100 m; as high as 5000 m in the Karakoram. Has 
straggled to Sikkim Jide Vaurie (1959). Rare on spring pass^c: Karachi 
(once), Ladakh (once, at 4100 m), the hills of Sind and Baluchistan (perhaps 
regularly). Brcci (sporadically?) in N. Baluchistan, Quetta r^on at c. 
2000-3000 m [JBNHS 31: 711; also a juvenile obtained in June (Hume 
colL)]. Affects rocky hillsides. 

Extralirrital. Breeds in southern Europe and across central Asia to 
Mongolia and northern China. Winters in Africa. 

uiGRATtoN. Autumn passage takes place from the end of August through 
September and sparingly till the end of October; in Sind till November. 
Spring passage from March to early May, ^ ^ leading the vanguard. 

The Rock Thrush furnishes a dastiii example of exceptional E.-W. 
migration, smular to that of Felai pespertimu (220). The entire palacarctic 
population, which extends from the Iberian peninsula to NE. China, 
winters in Africa south of the Sahara. For northeastern birds this means an 
E.-W. journey of at least 7500 km each way. CSjafra Baker, no part of the 
total population winters anywhere in tropical Asia. For a fviU account of 
migration sec Hermann Grotc, 1937, ‘Die Brutgebiete, Zugwege tmd 
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4Vinterquarticre dcr Stelnmerle [Monticola saxatilis L.)*, Om, Monaisb. 45(2); 
33-41. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps ungly OT ui paIrs according to season, rarely in 
loose parties during migration ‘ moving through the forest from free-top to 
tree-lop * (Ticchurst). Often perches on boulders, pronunent rocks or tops 
of bare trees and bushes, descending to the ground and hopping about to 
forage for short periods. 

Display. In song-flight male flutters up with spread t^ and slow wing- 
strokes, and descends gently witii extended winp to perch again. 

food. Chiefly insects; also berries (/Jir 1933: 463). 

VOICE and calls. Very silent except near nest where alarm-notes may 
be heard, a repeated wheel and occasional tai-lak. Song, a variable melodious 
\s'arble, usually on a descending scale, uttered from a perch or in song- 
flight. Song period April to July, wifh occasional resumption in August 
(Desfayes). 

BREEDiNC. Season, May and June. Single-brooded. Nest, a cup of grass 
stems and roots lined >sTth rootlets, generally placed in rock crevices witiun 
three metres or so from the ground- E^s, 4 or 5, deep turquoise. Average 
size of 92 eggs (from Europe) 25*9 X 19-5 mm (Witherby). Bmlding of 
nest apparently by female alone. Incubation by female; period undeter- 
rained. Care of )*oung by both sexes. 

Museum Diacnoss. Sec Field Characten, 

Young similar to female but paler, more mottled. Remlgcs v»*iih broad buff 
edgings. For details of plumages and structure (also bxononucs) see \S7iherby, 
1938.2: 141-4- 

WZASUREMENTS 

Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

d’d’ 113-126 I nc r62-70 mm 

9 9 U3-U9/ 24-26 \ _ nun 

(Dementiev) 

Tarsus r. 28 mm 

Wcigbl 1 o’ 48*8; 1 9 (highly developed 0 \*ary) 60*9 g-(Dcmcnticv). 

COLOURS OT BARE FARTS. Iris BUI dark brown, paler at ba se of lower 

mandible. Legs and feet browiL 

1723- BJacBcaded Rock Thmtiu (Vigors) 

PttTonnda Vigors, 1832, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 172 

(Himalayan ^fountains Simla) 

Baker, FBI No. 606, Vot 2: 171 
PUic 92. frg. 5 

LOCM. NAMES. PSl& tmr (Kashmir) ; Kn3herfpcS& (Nepal) ; Doehaiisr (Cachari); 
V^iSilU (Mikir}; HetgtrJreirJ (K^ha Naga); Peroiiili (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length r. 17 cm (7 in.}. 

CHARACTERS. Male (adult) , sumnicr. Asmall blue, chestnut, and 
black thrush with a white patch on wings, conspicuous both at rest and in 
fiighL Ahezr, crown and nape blue. Back and a broad band from lores 
through car-cmi>crts, black. Shoulders blue; a white wing-patch. Rump 


rufous; tail blackish narrowly edged with blue. Below, throat blue; rest of 
underparts orange-rufous. 

In winter, black feathers of back edged with fulvous. White t^Tng-patch 
idcadBcs the male. 

Female. Above, plain olive-brown. Below, squamated whitish and dark 
brown. 

Distinguished from female solitarius (1725-6) by olive-brow'n upperparts 
and tail, and whitish under tail-coverts. 

STATUS, DiFTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Common summer (breedmg) 
■risilor: the Himalayas from N.W.F.P. and Kashmir cast through Anmachal 
Pradesh thence south through Nagaland, Cachar,. Khasi and Garo hills. 
Also breeds in Gilgit (Biddulph, Jbis 1880 : 271 and SF 10: 262). Optimum, 
breeding zone 1200-2200 m; occasionally down to 1000 m (Sikkim, Bhutan) 
or as high as 3000 m (Kashmir, Sikiom), A juvenile obt^cd at 36(X) sn in 


Monticola onc/orfcjmc/ws 



ne 

IS23 


Breeding Main winter 

Known but scarce winter occurrence 


the liddar Valley in August (LaPersoane colL). Winters mostly in the 
Western Ghats from about the Tapi river (Dangs dist-, Gujarat) south 
through Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala and western Tamil Nadu; also 
recorded in the cold weather in hladhya Pradesh (D'Abreu, JBNHS 38; 97, 
Hc%vctson, ibid- 53: 603) and at Lucknow (U.P. — Reid, SF 10: 37) and 
Mt Abu (Rajasthan — Butler, SF 3: 470); also observed, caiiy February, 
in Sialkot dist. and near Karachi (T. J. Roberts, pers. co mm .); said to be a 
rare cold-weather v isito r in Kohat (Whitehead, .iHr 1909; 223). Common 
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in ivintcr in North Cachar (Bahcr, JBNHS 9: J38) and probably other 
parts of Ass^. Recorded in Silddm in November and March. .Winters 
occasionally in the plains but mostly in the fbotfaills and up to the highest 
summits, frequenting moist-deciduous and secondary cs’crgrecn jungle, 
coffee and cardamon plantations in the hills, mango groves in the plains. 
In summer affects open forest, especially pine (Knin /anp/ofia), and rodey 
grass-covered slopes. 

^iraUmita/. Breeds in adjacent parts of northeastern Afghanistan. 
AVinters also in Arakan (Burma). Af. pilaris^ often considered a subspecies, 
breeds in southeastern Siberia and northern China, and uanters in south- 
eastern Asia; nearest record, Mt Victoria (Heinrich). 

AffCRATiQX, 'Begins to arrive on summer grounds about mid April, 
occasionally end of March, remains dll September. Autumn migration in 
Scptcmbcr-Octobcr recorded over most of the Peninsula svest to Karachi. 
In >\’intcr quarters from nud October to end of hfarch. Spring passage, 
chiefly in April. 

oeneral habits, a forest bird; usually quite secretive. Keeps singly or 
in pairs; in printer sometimes among the itinerant mixed flocks. Largely 
arboreal, findmg most of its food in trees, in the form of insects picked off 
the trunks and branches (Betts), but also descends to the ground momen- 
tarily for some titbit or to rummage amongst the mulch like its congeners. 
When disturbed flies up silently into overhanging branches; perches bolt 
upright and w'ags tail slowly and deliberately up and doivn. 

Display. ‘ Tloats doum from die top of a tree to a lower one svith ^vings 
outstretched and singing all the time like a skylark * (Magrath). 

Foon. Chiefly insects; also other small animals such as frogs and Uzstrds. 
Occasionally seeds and berries, and flower-nectar (Eiythrina, Sairrutlia). 

v'OiCE and calls. A peculiar grating call-note, seldom uttered (Betts). 
Another call rendered as /m-pfri- (Fleming) and an alarm-note given as 
goink‘goink (Magrath). Song, reminiscent of that of Sarkola torquala^ but 
richer; has a recognizable thrush-like quality, though the notes arc not 
very clear-cut: tra-trTee-trTea-'tTe-pma-tritri^pnia-tn (Lisfcr); also rendered as 
Uw-li-dij Uiu repeated ^rith varying empliasis, but rather 

monotonously (Magrath). Delivered from the topmost branch of a fir or 
pin^ or during the volplaning song-flight — commonly in the mornings 
and evenings. Song period mid March to mid June (Proud). 

DREEDiNC. Season^ May (exceptionally April) to July. Afest, a cup of 
grass, tsvigs, roots, nine needles and some moss, lined \rith fine roodets; 
placed on sloping ground, under a rock, a tuft of grass or among the roots 
of a tree, or in rock crevices; once found in the top of a po^lardcd tree about 
three metres above the ground. Eggs^ normally 4, sometimes 3, rarely 5, 
pale >'elJo\\Tsh cream to deep buff densely freckled with reddish- Average 
size of 3 eggs 23*7 x 17*9 mm (BBO), Building of nest, incubation and 
care of young by both se-xes. The bird is a very close sitter, but when dis- 
turbed leaves with swift, direct flight, usually straight doivnhiU and wthout 
uttering a sound. 

Museum Diagnosis, Sec Field Characters. 

Young male. Ahove^ head and back entirely spott^ (buff v,i(h dark brown 
margins). Wing-coverts and terrials edged with buff. Upper tail-coverts rufous. 
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sUghdy tipped v,-ith rufous. Bdser, lie female but pale buff, not wh;*b. Under 
tail'CO\*erts buff, not whitish marked with brov^n. 

Young female similar but lacks rufous upper taU-coverts. 

Postjuvnnal moult of body-feathen in July-September. Pottoupual moult com- 
plete about August-September. No spring moult but u-caring off of fringes malts 
lummcT plumage darker. 

IftASUREMEKTS 


d’e? 

99 


Wins 

BiU 

Tatsm 

Tan 


(from skull) 



99-103 

23-25 

25-26 

65-71 

96-103 

22-25 

24-27 

64-71 


Toa 

max 


(HW, BB, Koch) 

Waght2d»(J« (summer) 32, 35*6; 1 p (May) 38 g (CD). 2 o' o’ (March, Apnl) 
38*5, 32-5 e (BB), 15 o’ 9 (early May, prior to northv%-ard migrafitm frotn Penin- 
sula) 30-41 (av. $6‘2) g— SA. 

COLOURS OF BAjtE FARTS. IfU bro\s*n. BUl blackish (o'), dark brown (9), pakr 
at chin; gape and mouth yellow. Legs and feet gre)T5h brown. 


1724. Chcstnutbellied Rock Thrtish. Afonticola mfrentris 
Qardine & Selby) 

Turdus etjthrogasUrVipsny 1832, Proc. ZooI.Soc, London: HI 
(HImalal'an mountains), tue Turdus ajihregaster Boddaert, 1783 
Petncmcla rufitmtris Jzxd^nc & Selb)*, 1833, III. Om. 3, pi. 129, 
rcsUicled to Simla by Riplc>', 1961* Sj-nopais: 523) 

Baker, FBI No. 605, Vol. 2: 170 
Plate 92. fig. 1 

LOCAL NMtEs. A'i^pi'Pho (Lcpcha); Deohengar (Cachari). 

SIZE. M^ma ± ; length c. 24 cm (9f in.). 

field characters. Ma I c (adult). brilliant cobalt-blue trith some 
blackish on'mantic. Lores, car-coverts and sides of neck black. Sfha’, throat 
blackish blue; rest of underparts chestnut. 

Female. Airrr, back and rump olivc-bro\s'n with dark crescent-shaped 
bars. Conspicuous buff eye-ring and buff patch on sides of neck. Ear- 
coverts dark grey-brown more or less mottled with buff. E^lou', centre of 
ffiroat whiush or buff, sides of head dark grey mottled trith buff; rest of 
underparts squamated dark brown and buff. 

Disdnguished from fcmalc's^h'/arras (I725--6) by whitish throat-patch. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, fairly common: from the Murree hills and possibly Swat, Kohistan 
(sight rccoM, 18 July, T. J. Roberts, pers. comm.) casfi»*ard along the 
Hfrnalayas through Artmachal Pradesh (Ludloiv, 1944) thence south 
through Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram. Breeds between 1200 and 3300 
m (a sight record at 3500 m in central Nepal — MD), optimum zone 1800- 
2400 m. Winters (October to March) from c. 1800 m doum to the foothills 
and occasionally into the plains (Ambala); m Nepal and Garhwal up to 
2300 m, in Bangladesh in the hilJ tracts of the Chiitagong region. Affects 
open forest of pine, oak, fir and deodar on steep hillsides, and rocky slopes 
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with scattered trees; presence of rocks or cliffs appears to be essential to its 
requirements. In eastern Himalayas avoids deciduous forest. 

Mont/co/a rufirentrls 



DistribuDonaJ range 

Exiralimital. Extends cast through southern China to Fukien. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly or in pairs; perches upright-on bushes, 
trees and rocks ss\*a\Tng its tail slowly up and down. Feeds mostly on the 
ground; also hawks winged insects by aerial sorties in die manner of 
drongos. Often perches facing along the big branches rather than crosy^visc, 
and carries its tail high and cocked (SDR). Birds have been observed 
roosting in the gable of a bungalow roof and in a hole in the chimney. 

FOOD. . Beetles, tipulids, grasshoppers (GD), butterflies, moths and other 
insects. Also berries and seeds (the latter probably from berries). 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note, a jay-like, harsh rasping indrawn rattle 
chhhnr intcrspei^ occasionally with a high shrill tick (SDR). Also a curious 
auach — apparently a contact note (Proud). Has a pleasant Tvarbling song 
somewhat rmcmbling that of cuirkhrfynrfms (1723), rendered as tatatewl^cue’ 
tweet Uw repeated sc\'eral times svith variations (Magrath) ; almost inv^bly 
uttered from the top ofa tall tree. Song period, from the bcgiiuvng of Apnl 

tUI at least mid July (Proud). ^ , fA , 

breeding. SecsoTiy April to July, single-brooded. yfwt, a cup of d^ grt^ 
and pine needles or other material on a foundation of tssnp, ^cd wnth 
rootlets and fine grass; usually placed in ertnnees or hol« m *e fat^f 
cliffs or on ledges, sometimes in liollosvss in banks or among the roots oft^. 
£«s, 3 or d, pS cream suffused ,«th pink and finely but profuse y frecklt^ 
Si oVer svith light red-brosm, usually fonnmg a zone at the large wd. 

Average size of 75 eggs 26-8 X 19-9 mm (Baker). Budding of nest by both 
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Sexes. Incubation by female only (Jones, JBNHS 47: 239); period 
undetermined. 

hJusEUM DiACNons. See Field Chahicters. 

Young, both above and below with ochraeeous spots and dark brown fringes. 
Pcaquvcnal moult of body-feathers, leaser, median, and inner half of greater an-erts. 
Firat-ycar birds recognizable by ochraceoiis tips to primar>'*CowtJ and unmoulied 
greater coverts. 


measurements 


Wing 


d’d’ 

99 


217-130 

111-124 


Bill 

(from skull) 
24-28 \ 
26-28 / 


Tamis 


Tail 


26-30 


f 96-105 mm 
\ 96-100 mm 
(BB, S.A, Rand & Fleming) 

Wright 3 (? o' (summer) 50-53-2 g (GD). 4 cT o’ (mntrr) 56-61 ; 4 C 9 (wmitr) 

48-56 g (SDR, SA). I 9 (summer) 48 g (RAP). , , v, 

cousuRS or rants. Iris dark brown. BUI black. Legs, feel and cUus blaelnb 

brmvn; soles grey or yellowish grey. 

hfoNTicoLA souTARrus (IJnnacus) 

Key <o the Snbspecle* 

.t\f. s. longimlris 
.. . .M. /. pandtM 


Paler all over. . . 
Darker all over. 


1725. Iranian Bine Rock Thrash. Mmtkela Jolitsrius longinttris (Blytb) 

p.ielroasrlc) hnpresiris Bl> lh, 1847, Jour. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 16: 150 
(from Scinde to Ferozpore) 

Afontievla tjaroa trenseaipina Hartert, J909, Bull. Brit. Om. O. 23: 43 
(Slrax, Asehabad near Tedjen) 

Baker, FBI No. 607, Vol. 2 : 173 

toCAL NAMES, Non« rccofded, 

SEE. Bulbul -h : length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

field aiARACTTERS. As in 1726, q.v. . . u m Adrift 

rrATUs, msnimunotJ and hmsitat. Winter vmtor (Oaober-nud Apnl) 
to Pakisun from Kohat to northern Baluchisum svhere .t apj^rs to r^we 
the breeding population in that season. -Winter range cste^ to 
probably etitS and coastal Makran down to sea level. Breetb tn nonhm 
Baluchistan benveen 2100 and 3000 m and N.W.F^. north 'o 
and Kurram Valley, above 1500 m in the latter locabues 
in the Murree hills (T. J. Roberts, pers. coi^)- 

not fcnosvn. Intcrgradcs with ptmloa (1726) in *e Safed K n,|udin, 
Afghanistan (Meinettzhagen, »tr 1938 ; 682. ^ of 

1959). Affects rocky and boulder-strewn country, generally m tlic wemuy 

Extends wot to northern Irat] and 

nominate race ranges through the eastsvard m Jap»n 

Morocco; Jam&e occurs in the Hunala>-as, and phUffmm eastsvard J 1“ 

and Tai''*aJi- 
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Monticofo iofitorfas 



Breeding Winter 

t tanpmlris (1725) 9 pandoo (1726) 3 phUippmsix (RE) 

CE^^ERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As in 1726. 

BREEDING. As in 1726. 

MirsEUM DtACNOsis. Differs from pandoo in being paler and slightly smaller. 
>fEASVRE>rEN*TS 

Wng (?d'.n6-127 mni; 9 9 113^125 mm (CBT, mV. Paludan) 

Weight 6 o'd’ (April-August) 43-53; 2 9 9 (Junc-July) 31, 53 g (Paludan). 
COLOURS or BARE PARTS, As in 1726. 

1726. Indian Bine Rock Thrash. Monlicola soUiarius pandoo (Sykes) 

Petrodnda Pandoo Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 87 (Ghauts, Dukhun) 
P//7pnWa Blyth, 1843, Jour. AsiaL Sbc. Bengal 12: 177 
(Tenasserim and Datjeeling) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 608 and 609/ Vol. 2: 175 
Plate 92, fig. 4 

IjOCAL names. Pala tmo (Kashmir); Pondu (<?), Afaal (9) (Marathi); Podakacki 
pitta (Tclugu); Pdrakkili (Malayalam); A7agn'-pA« (Lepcha); Dcehangar (Cachari); 
Hengmnvi/ii (Kacha Naga) ; (MUdr). 

SIZE, Bulbul d- ; length c, 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc. Wholc plunugc dark leaden blue, very 
bright*, almost azure blue in summer. \Vings and ttul brovsm. In ^vintcr, 
feathen arc fringed tvith fulvous abovct brotvn on breast and white on belly. 

Female. grey-farotvn \s'ith fine dark shaft*strcaks; barred with 

blackish on rump. A pale >s*ing-bar particularly conspicuous in flight. 
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FOOD. Chiefly insects (grasshoppers, termites, dragonflies, etc.), spiders 
and centipedes, lizards and small frogs. Also banyan and peepul figs, 
Laniana and other berries, and small seeds. 

VOICE and caxxs. Very silent in Avintcr. Song, a soft, melodious,' rather 
short whistle, * at times reminiscent of English Blackbird [ Turdus m. merula'] * 
(E. A. Osmaston), uttered from a commanding position or during volplan- 
ing song-flight Song period starts in March in Avintcr quarters. Female with 
food in bill aAs-aiting her turn to feed the clucks, announces her arrival to 
male within the nest-hole by a short impatient (like a redstart’s) uttered 
repeatedly (SA). No other notes recorded. 

BREEDING. SeosoUj April to July. Nesl^ a cup of grass and roots lined \NTth 
hair and rootlets, well concealed in crevices of rocks or holes in Avails. EggSj 
3 to 5, pale blue usually Aviih a fcAv rusty blotches scattered over the surface. 
Average size of 14 eggs 26-7 x 19*7 mm (BBO), of 32 eggs 26 x 19-1 mm 
(Baker). Incubation apparently by female alone; period undetermined. 
Care of young by both sexes, 

MfstUM Diagnosis. Differs from lon^fostris in bring darker and sHshily larger 
on average. IMn ter specimens from Assam, Meghala)*a, etc.; often show a A-ariablc 
amount of rufous on A-ent, bring intermediates beuveen pandoo and cast Asian 
philippmm. 

Young male, sooty brown Avashed AA-ilh bluish grc\', feathers of.crovk-n, sides of 
face, chin, throat and upper breast with subtcrminal pale fulA'Ous spots; rest of 
plumage faintly fringed Asith fulvous, ^^'mgs and tail as in adult male but greater 
co\*crts and tail Avith broader pale edges. 

Young female, similar but paler and browner; srings and tail as in adult 
female. PostjuA*cnal moult about August-Sepicmber, docs not include primaries, 
primarj'-coverts, secondaries or the tail. These arc not moulted till the second 
autumn. Adults undergo a complete moult about August to October. There is no 
spring moulL Both male and female show a certain amount of A-ariation in the 
amount of spotting and barring of the body plumage (HW’). Postnuptial moult 
complete about August to October. No spring moult- 

MtASURZStEVrS 



tSlng 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

TaU 

d'o’’ 

I! 1-136 

25-29 

25-32 

77-95 mm 

99 

112-121 

25-29 

25-30 

75-88 mm 


(HW, SA, Roonwal) 

Weight 5 d'd' 44-52; 1 9 45 g (Roonwal, SA, BB). 

oo LOURS OF BARE FARTS- Itis brown. BUI dark brown; mouth pinldsh flesh or 
Iemon»)-eIIow. L^is, feet and claws black. 

Genus Myiofhonus Tcmmlnck' 

Tcmminck, 1822, PL col. 2(29), pi. 170. T>pc, fay original 
derignation, Mjicphtr^ notsllinu Temminck i= Terdsf fisriroxtris Horsfidd 
Arrnga Lesson, 1831, Traltc d’Om.: 3S3. Tj'pe, by monon-py, 

Tttrdxr O'cnrsr =» Situ gleacbia Tcmminek 
a. DeHcour, J., 1942, Ask 39: 246-G4. 

'On spriltfig of .tfrwjbAsocr r. kfy s tp kg n f sSy see Drisnan, IL G., 1965, Pal/. Brit. Om, 
a.85:3;aboBawss, 1951, JBNHS 58:670, note. 
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Below, whitish, cross-barred broAATi. In silhouette, both at rest and in flight, 
confusablc Asath BroAvn Rock Chat (1692). 

Female distinguished from that of rufaenlris (1724) by less boldly barred 
underparts and lack of distinct throat-patch. Female cinctorhjrxhis (1723) is 
oUvc-brovsm above, not grey-broAvn, and has Avhitish not fulvous vent. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common summer (breeding) sasitor 
to the Himala^Tis, from Chitral, Hunza and Ladakh cast to central (Ixiwndcs, 
1955, JBNHS 53: 32) and eastern Nepal (Mt Everest region — Hingston, 
JBNHS 32: 322 andKinncar, Ibis 1922: 507). One observ-ation from Darjeel- 
ing 1350 jn in June (lister, JBNHS 52: 41). No other summer data from 
SUdam, or from Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, although the species is com- 
mon then in the dry valley's of southeastern Tibet (Schafer) . From Chitral to 
Garhwal, breeds between c. 1500 m [locally 1300 m (Chitral) or 1200 m 
(Kangra, Kulu), up to c. 3000 m (Chitral)] and 4000 m (Ladakh to Garhwal). 
In Nepal apparently breeds only at high elcv'ations: hlanangbhol 3600 m, 
Kharta 37(K) m. An obsen.’ation at 4800 m in July in the Rongshar Valley. 
The latter tAvo localities arc in Tibet (cast of Mt Everest) but in Himalay-an 
facies; the species is absent from the Tibetan plateau. Winters from the 
Himala^-an foothills, including Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, 
south throughout India, Sind, Bangladesh and Assam; also Sri Lanka in the 
hills. Two records from Andaman Islands and one from Car Nicobar 
(accidental?). In the Himalayan foothiUs recorded in A\inler up to c. 1200 
m (Kangra), 1400 m (Nepal), 1000 m (SikUm) and 600 m in Bhutan and 
Arunachal Pradesh; in the hills of southern India up to c. 2100 m. Absent 
or very' scarce in fiat country' (Gangeuc plain, coastal Tamil Nadu and 
coastal Sri Lanka). In the breeding season affects barren rocky' hills and 
precipitous hillsides. In Avinter frequents broken, rocky country, boulder 
hillocks, cliffs and rocks along sea shore, quarries, brick kUns, precincts of 
sillages, old forts, buildings both ruined or inhabited, often in othenvase 
untypical country. 

J^tralimitaL Turkesta.n and southeastern Tibet. \\’intcrs also in Burma, 
For range of the species sec 1725. 

MIGRATION. Occun on summer grounds from April to September or 
October. Arrives in As-inter quarters in September in the nortli, October in 
the south. 

general habits. Solitary in winter, pairs in summer. Very shy in 
summer but more confiding in Avintcr Avhen it often takes up its quartets 
among human habitations, resorting to the same spot year after year, and 
c\*cn roosting on the identical beam or cornice in a veranda or liring room. 
Sits bolt upright on a prominent rock or roof-top bowing, curtsying and 
flirting tail vigorously every now and again. Feeds mostly on the ground 
but Avill occasionally take insects on the Asing by vertical sorties into the air. 

Display. In bre^ng season male indulges in short volplaning flights 
from one rock to another, showing off his brilliant blue plumage to best 
effect, and singing. In a pair Aviih nest-young * male repeatedly volplaned 
douTi to settle on a rock r. 15 m from the ncst-holc. Each time upon alight- 
ing he raised his Avings over the back and slowly and deliberately flapped 
them to the accompaniment of a subdued pleasant little song of 3 or 4 
notes* (SA). 
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Bill stout, shorter than head, laterally compressed and booked at tip. Wing rather 
rounded. Legs long and strong. 


Key to the Specie* 



M. blighi 

Page 

76 

2 Tail over 112 mm 

3 BDl mostly yellow 

b Bill black 


79 

77 


1727. Ceylon Whistling Thrush. Myiophonus bli^ki (Holdsworth) 

Anenga blight Holdsworth, 1872, Froc. Zool. Soc. London: 444, pi. 19 
(Banks ofLemastoia-Oya, 4,200 ft, Haputale Dbt., Uva, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 616, Vol. 2: 182 
' PUte 90, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Myna; length e. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. M al c, ^Vholc plumage dark brown, hcad and ncck 

nearly black; neck, bre^t, and back 
suffused Arith deep blue. A bright 
blue shoulder-patch. 

Female. ^VTiolc plumage 
ferruginous brown, lighter beloAv. 
A blue shoulder-patch as in malc. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and 
HABITAT. Species endemic to Sri 
y c, I Lanka. Resident in small numbers 

above r. 900 m, mostly betAveen 1200 
and 1800 m, in the hills of Central and Ua'e provinces. Affects damp, heavy* 
forest, fcm-clad raAtincs and gorges, especially those astiH a rapid torrent 
running through. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kctps Singly or in Aridely separated pain, seldom far 
from a AN*ooded stream. A KA-cly and restless bird; runs rapidly and has a 
habit of frequently opening and shutting the tail. Quite crepuscular. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects; also small frogs, geckos, etc, and possibly fruit. 

VOICE and calls. A shrill, sibDant AvhistJc srreee . /. ree often given by 
male in the CA'cnings while flying to and fro above streams. Song [?), a 
* long draAvn plamti\*c though loud whistling note * (Lcggc). 

BRCEDINC. Season, March to June January to May* * — Henry*). Xest, 
a large, neat and compact structure of g r e e n moss vkith some Aveed stems 
and decayed leaves, lined Avith blackish fern rootlets. Usually placed on a 
ledge of rock fianfcing a torrent or Avaterfall, about one to three metres from 
the ground; once amoag lAvigi of a bamboo stem in a jungle rasine. Eggs, 
2 or often 1 , whitish green Avith a fcAv faint reddish brown streaks or frccldcs 
round the large end. Average size of 10 eggs 30*8 X 21 «8 mm (Baker). 
Young fed by both parents. Share of duties unknoAvn though incubation 
apparently by female only; period ondetennined. 
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WrM (*7^7) hersjitfdsi 

MvsEUvt Diaokoso, See Field Characters. 

Young has brown upperparts, more rusty brown tindcrparts, the feathers of 
heaxi, neck and breast with ochraccous aha^-lines. 'Wings and tail brown %nth 
rufcsceat edges to the feathers. Young male differs in having a blue shoulder-patch. 
KSAsnR£M£rm 




wing 

BOl 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

Tail 

1 cf 

ad. 

106 

27 

35 

77 mm 
(HW) 

1 <? 

ad. 

103 

. 23 

37 

81 mm 

1 <? 

imm. 1 


24 

36 

71 mm 

1 V 

imm- J 


24 

36 

72 mm 
(SDR) 


cxrUDUKs OP BASt£ PARTS. Itis light to dark brown; orbital skin dark oU^'e-green. 
Bill black; gape dark oUve-grceo (ad.), j-cUow (imm.). Legs and feet dark brown 
to blackish. 

1728. Malabar WHstling Thrush- Mjiophonus korsJUldu (\^igors) 
Myephona HenfaUii \^gC)t3, 1831, Proc, Zoob Soc. I-ondoa: 35 
(Himalayan Mountains, r est ri cted to Malabar by Baker, 1923, Hand-list; 93) - 
Baker. FBI No. 613, VoL 2: 178 
plate 90, fig. 15 

LOCAL KASCES. KciturOf IndrSfoj' (Gujarati) ; Ccgi (Marathi) ; BAdngra; (Hindi, 
M.P.); Gwifa-ttkfii (Kannada); Smgda kercci (Telugu); (Mala>*alam); 

JttdfWB (Tamil). 
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SEE. Mj-na; kngth c. 23 an (10 in.). 

mm CH^CTEM. Forehead bright cobalt blue; croim, ned, d-Tv,, 
and upper bre^ duU blact. Rest of plumage indudiug 
ghstening blue-black mth bright cobalt blue shoulder-patch Sies aUk- 

CTATus, msTMBtrnos and habitat. Resident, fairly common. Co-fo«l 
to perennial hiU streams in the dry season but spreading into the foothiB, 
and adjacent plains during the rains. The hills of western Gujarat (Mt Abx 
Himamagar). the Surat Dangs, the Satpura Range (Melghat, Pirimuihh 
cast to Chota Nagpur (Surguja) and extreme northwestern Orusa (Borjii 
Sundargath district). The Western Ghats complex (including the .Vtlcui 
and Palnis) from Khandesh south through western Karnataka and Keiabto 
the Ashambu Hills, cast to the Shes-aroy Hills in Taiml Nadu (JBNHS 3«- 
80). Affects swift-running rock)- hill streams in shadv evergreen jungle danl 
cardamom ras-ines, etc. up to 2200 m; seldom found away from stre^ « 
the Hlmala^'an spedcs frequently is, 

CEN-ERAL HABm. Kccps Singly or in pairs. Feeds on the ground or n 
fallow water along the edge of streams, or hops from stone to stone snatch- 
ing food as it is borne past on the current. Sometimes seen on forest paths 
or in gardens and compounds. Often perches on trees and readHy talcs 
shelter in caves and rocks. Evcr>* now and then the bird docs a * becd- 
stretch ' on its 1^ and raises and lowers its tail, sometimes vcr\' slossjy and 
deliberately; it is fully fanned out on the doumward mo\’cmcnt\\hcn its tip 
almost toudies die ground. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects, snails, worms, crabs, small frogs, etc; also drupes 
of Jasmraon and wind-fallen figs and berries. Snails and crabs arc purpote- 
fuUy battered on stones before being s^^'allo\^•cd. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note, a long-drauTi piercing high-pitched 
krtM somewhat reminiscent of a Hill Myna, uttered chiefly while fl)-i:5g 
off from one section of a stream to another. Also some harsh notes. Song, a 
loud, rich svbistlc rambling aimlessly up and down the scale, so human in 
quality that it has earned die bird its popular name of Whistling or Idle 
Schoolboy. The melody is far superior to that of the Himalaian M. ceemlm 
(SA). Song period, February* to September, but song sporadically heard 
also in December and January'. It is one of the earliest bird calls in the 
morning. 

fiREEOcvc. Seasony chiefly May to September (monsoon) ; in the south 
somedmes starting as early as March or even Fcbntar)'. Double-brooded. 
AV-rt, a bulky cup of moss, rcrois and grass often secured in place and 
reinforced with mud, especially when built on a sloping ledge, lined \nth 
rootlets or moss. Usually plac^ on a ledge of rock beside a waterfall or 
torrent, often continually soaked with the spray. In the ghats a favourite 
site is on ledges of the dripping wet rock walls flanking entrances to the 
railroad tunnels, regardless of the many trains constantly thundering past; 
also within dank ill-lit tunnels that carT>' the water mains through the hills. 
\yiU occasionally nest in the rafters of a coffee estate building such as a mill 
or a pulphouse in the vicinity of water, or even in a hole in a tree up to 
c. 12 metres. A pair may occupy the same tcrrilor)’ year after year, building 
in the same site, often on. the foundations of an old nest, A second successive 
brood is frequently raised in the same nest without rebuilding (Betts). 
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2 or 3 (Kerala) often 4 (Maharashtra), pale clay colour sparsely co^’crcd 
trith pale reddbh specks, spots and small blotches. Average size of 46 eggs 
33*1 X 23 • 9 mra (Baker), Btulding, incubation and care of young by both 
sexes. Incubation period 16 or 17 days. 

Museum Diao’osis. Sec Field Characters. 

Young. Whole upper- and underparts, lesser and median coverts dark sooty 
brown; wing and tail as in adult. Postjuvcnal moult of body-feathers, lesser, median 
and innermost greater co\*crts and tcrdals. Postnupdsl moult complete, September 
to No\*cmbcr, beginning with remiges followed by rectrices, then body-feathew 
and lastly head; some body-fcalhen also fall during casting of remiges (McCann, 


JBNHS 35: 204). 

HEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus Tail 

I52-I65 

32-^34 3 

3^9 {'^1^ -- 

L 94—108 mm 
(mV, SA, Koch) 

9 9 143-151 

3&"32 J 


Weight 10 cf 9 101-130 (av. 116-9) g — SA. 

OOLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris hazcl brown or dirty olive-green (Roonwal). 
Bill, legs, feet and claws black. Mouth pale jxllow or creamy pink (ad^, orange- 
yellow (pull.). Soles dirty white. 

Aflsullateotis, Nestlings arc commonly taken from the nest .to be raised 
as cage-birds for their beautiful song and imitative ability. Birds have been 
taught to whistle an entire tunc. The growing demand from fanciers and 
the attractive prices the birds fetch have caused a nodceabic dedine in 
numbers in many of its best-known haunts. 


Myiophon’VS cAERULEirs (ScopoU) 

Key to the Sobspeciea 


5Vhite tips to wing-wn-erts Unminihi 

No white tips to wTng-co\-erts r* n^rtei 


1729. BQxnalRyan Whistling Thrush. Mjiopkonur ccenUvs Ummrxkii 
(kTgon) 


Myoiharaa TarowuUi Vigor., 1832, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 171 
(Hhnalayan Mountains ShnU-Almora area) 
Mjop\i>rmamlrjsKttrpiV.oAz, 1943, Contiik. iMURcgioiud Exploration, No. 1: 12 
(Manphlxng, Kluui Hills) 

Biker, FBI No. 614, Vol. 2: 180 
FUte 90, fig. 14 


ixxnu. HAUES. Hazer ilzUz. Krisr, Keto (K«W): (Krmgr,); 

Wire (Him.d.11 PredoH): K,djd,Kc!jit (Dun.); Jtkettoc 

tpclra); Tttimsz (Bhuunese); Saitag (Khisu): (Cidiin). 

SIZE. Kgcon; length e. 33 cm (13 m.). . i j u .t 

^ A large Blaibird-hk ent^y 

uc spotted with glistening blue. Forehead, shoulders, edge of v.mg and 


tail brighter blue. A half-dozen tvhiic spots on median wlng-covens. BUI 
yellow. Sexes alike. 



X c. ! 


STATUS, DBTIUBLTION- and HAEtTAT. CommDn 

tovements. The mountain ranges orPakhtan from "“rthern B^uchman to 
2utral, GUgit and Hunza. the Indus VaUev as far as 
lurree and Kashmir easttvard along the Himalajas N'M S.« 

hutan and Anmachal Pradesh to the D.bang nvcr (r So-90E. 
.tergrading here with ragirw'): abo the Garo. Khas. and M.zo h.llt south 



iS Distributional 


„nges I rrH«I«r« (RE) * lrtnArfiV(i 7 ' 9 > 
3 (1730) Otbci sub5p«»'^ 


e Odttagong Hill Tracis, Nagaland and Mampur. Bre^ 
c. 1000 and 3600 m. but alumdural 

itions: in Baluchistan above 2700 m, rn the western Hunalajas bei 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 9: 81-84 


XURDINAE 


599 


THRUSHES and CHATS 81 

1200 m (or possibly a little lower) and 3600 m, optimum zone 1 500-2400 m. 
In Nepal occurs up to 4200ni (Lowndes, Diessdhorst), exceptionally higher 
(5180 tn — Bi$^^'as, JBNHS 58: 670), Upper Umit coincides with trec-line. 
ivinten from r. 2400 m (in Sikkim 2700 m) down to the foothills, in Pakistan 
10 the Salt Range and Lahore along the better wooded nullahs (T. J. 
Roberts, pen. comm.). Affects riven and torrents especially in heavy forest, 
ravines and gorges, sometimes streams ^s^th sparse bush or tree gro>sih, but 
not in bare country. 

ExtraUmiUi!. The spedcs extends- west to northern Afghanistan and 
Turkestan north to Ala Tau, cast through the Indochinese countries, south 
through Malaya and Sumatra to Java, and north in China to Kansu and 
Hopeh. 

OE?{£RAi, HABITS. Kccps singly or in pairs. A conspicuous bird of torren* 
tial hill streams running through jungle and cliffs, every gorge seeming to 
hold a pair. In the western Himalayas also frequently seen around hill- 
station bungalovk’s, and everywhere partial to hill roads. Unlike Af. horsjieldn 
(1728) often wanders considerable i*stances away from water. Hops rapidly 
from rock to rock amidst a rusHng torrent to seize morsels floating past, or 
on the forest floor and bridle* paths, turning over and fiicking*aside the 
leaves in search of food. Often perches in trees. Has a habit of fanning its 
tail upon alighting, raising and lowering it very slowly and deliberately. It 
is fully expanded on the downv.'ard movement. Progresses on ground in 
long hops, or runs in spurts with quick mindng steps. Feeding behaviour 
and movements typically Blackblrd-likc. Markedly crepuscular, often feed- 
ing and on the move till ivcU after dusk. 

Aggressivt Display (c.g. >vhen mobbing owl). Spreads tail, droops vvings 
throws out chest and struts stiffly in front of intruder, striking bclHcose 
postures. 

FOOD. M^Iy earthworms, snails, crabs, larvae and aquatic insects, but 
will also take hatchling birds and almost any small living creature; also 
berries and some N'Cgctable matter '(horsedung, SA). Snail shells purpose- 
fully battered against stones to' get at the contents. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, an ‘ exceedingly strident tz^et 
which carries far above the roar of the waters * (Bates). Alarm-note, a loud, 
shriukrwe given bothin flight and when perched. Song, often uttered on the 
tring, a sweet, rather thin whistle which follows a definite pattern with 
slight variations (Lister) ; very human in quality but clearer and more 
resonant, though far inferior as a melody to that of its southern congener 
(1728). Main song period, end of February till end of June, with a resump- 
tion from mid August to end of September; may occasionally be heard as 
early as January (Proud). Sub-song (Sept.-Oct.) : a subdued creak)* jingle 
very rcmirusccnt of song of Rosy Pastor \Siiimus roseus) but richer and more 
musical, lasting e. 3 minutes or more, practically svithout a break (SA). 

BREEDING. StosoTt^ cnd of April to August. Double-brooded. [One pair 
laid again 1 1 days after first brood left nest (Jones, JBNHS 47 : 240).] AViI, 
a bulky cup of green moss lined with rootlets, sometimes with a variable 
amount of mud admixed. Placed on a ledge or in a hollow or crevice of a 
boulder overhanging or amid a rushing stream, often wetted by the spray; 
occasionally on beams and rafters in forest bungalows, outhouses, etc., rarely 
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even in a trec-hoUow or on a horizontal branch. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale olive- 
grey to pale creamy buff with vcr>* faint reddish freckling, seldom distinctly 
marked. Average size of lO eggs 36*9 X 25*6 mm (BBO), of 200 eggs 
35*8 X 24*8 mm (Baker). Building of nest, incubation and care of >*oimg 
by both sexes. Brood-parasitizing by Hawk-Cuckoo {Cvadus spartmoides') 
recorded (Baker, JBNHS 17: 360, 3K). 

Museum DiACXOsa. Differs from by the presence of white spots on lip 

of median coverts. Fcalhcrs of ttirap and, to a lesser extent, of belly largely while 
along the shafo but this colour alwaj-s concealed. Postnuptial moult complete, 
July to October. 

Young. Upperparts and wing-coverts d\ill brown tinged with purple. Wings 
and tail as in adulL Underparts dull browmsh black, a faint purple tinge on breast. 

MZASUREMZSTS 

^Vmg Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from slcuU) 

cfc? 167-192 33-36 J f 129-140 mm 

9 9 I55-I84 33-35 / \ (1 14) 120-127 mm 

(BB, Rand t Flcimng, SA) 

\S'aght 6 d'ri’ (nunmer) 135*&-193*8 g; 4 9 9 (summer) I56*5-181 g (GD, 
RAP, SDR). 5 cj«d' (winter) 191 •5-199-2; 2 9 9 (winter) 153-7, 159-7 g (RAP). 
2 oo? (October) 158, 177 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible dmky yellow 
vdth blackish 'on base and culmen; lower mandible j-ellow. Legs, feet and daws 
black; soles yellowish grey. 

1730. Burmese Whistling Thrush. M^iophonus camiUus tvgend (Hume) 
Myxoph^neus Etigenei Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 475 
(Tha^'ctmyo and the western Pegu Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 615, Vol. 2: 181 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Pigeon; length c. 33 cm (13 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1729 but lacks while spots on wing (median 
coverts). 

STATUS, DtsTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident in the Mishmi HiUs cast 
of the Dibang river. Habitat as in 1729. 

Extralimital. Burma south to Tcnasscrim, southern Yimnan and northern 
Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1729. 

BREEDING. As in 1729. 

Museum Diacsosis. Differs from Ummincfai in lacking white spots on tips of 
median cot-erts. 

measurements and colours of bare parts. As in 1 729. 

Genus Zoothera Vigors 
Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc, London; 172. 

T)pc, by monotypy, Zcothero mcnticcla Vigors 
GwrifWa MOUcr, 1835, Tyds. Naturl. Gcsch. Phys. 2, pi. 3: 348. 

T)pe, by original designation, Tvrdxu rilrinur X.atitam 
OtMxruUt Gould, 1838, S)Tiops. Bds. Australia, pi. 55, App.: 3. 

Type, by monol>py, Tvsdm verius Horsfield 
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Differs from Twdus in having the bases of secondaries and part of primaries white 
or buff, the well-demarcated patch clearly visible on the underwing. 

Key to the Spedes 

Page 

I Upper tail-coverts tipped with W’hilc 

A Plumage black and white . 5 ^. rcardii ^ 83 

B Plumage olive-brown U'crrftV 9 

II Upper tall-cos-erts not tipped with white 

C Plumage almost entirely slaty 2!’ dbiriee o’ 85 

D Belly orange-rufous Z' dtrina 86 

E Underparts spotted 

1 Bill (from skull) over 30 mm 

a Bill over 40 mm 2!' rnontieola IQI 

b BiU between 30 and 40 mm Z' rnerginala 104 

2 Bill (from skull) under 30 mm 

c Mantle spotted V dauma 97 

d Mantle plain 

i Underparts spotted with olive-brown Z- sibirica 9 &5 

ii Underparts spotted with dark brown 

o Tips of wing-coverts white .Z- spUopura 91 

00 Dps of wing-coverls not while 

o' ForecrowTT with pale shaft-streaks Z- dixoni 95 

o' Forecrown without shaft-streaks Z- rioUissima 92 


1731, Piell Ground Thrush. wardii (Blylh) 

T.(Krdtis) Uffrrfii Eb-th, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11:682 
(M>*sore) 

Baker, FBI No, 584, Vol. 2: 145 
PUie 93. fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Doikat trJhermg (Cachait); /ToeAiJtkili (Malayalam), 

SIZE. Myna + ; length c. 22 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. An unmistakable black-and-white thrush 
vrith a yrilow bill. Aboz^, black with a conspicuous white superdiium; wing 
and lower rump boldly spotted \sith white. Tail dark brown and white 
(central rectriccs and outer webs of other rcctriccs dark brown, inner webs 
and lips white). Bfloic, thioat and breast black; rest of tmderparts white, 
flanks boldly barred with blackish. 

Female. Atore, oliv-c-browTi with a conspicuous buff supereflium. 
\Vings spotted sWth buff. Tail oUve-bnjwn, tips of upper co\-e r ts white, 
outer rectriccs partly while and \s'5ih white tips. Behw, tiiroat huffish, tides 
mottled olive-brown and buff. Breast dark olive-brown with buff spots. 
Belly while, flanks and loss-cr breast barred with brown. 

The conspicuous supcrcilium, spotted wings and white in tail identify the 
female. 

STATE’S, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Uncommon summer (breeding) 
'isitor to the Hiinalayas from Kulu Vallc)- cast through Blussoorec hills, 
Simla, Garhwal, Nepal (Chitlang Valley — Biswas, JBNHS 58: 671; 


Dandcldhura, TrisuK and Kathmandu Valley — Fleming &. Traylor, 
Fieldiona 53: 182; Jaharpowah — Hodgson), Sikldm, Jalpaigun duars and 
Bhutan foothills (on passage) and Arunach^ Pradesh (Baker, /Edification 2 : 
127); also the Barail Range in North Cachar (Baker, loc. cit.). Breeds 


• Zooihera wardii 




Breeding 
Passage records 


t Winter 


bettveen 1500 and 2400 m, in Cachar down to 1200 m. Winters in Sri Lanka 
between e. 750 and 1500 m, where numbers fluctuate greatly from year to 
year. In summer affects wcU-wooded ravines iuid nullahs, edges of forest, 
small patches of forest and jm^lc in open country, even gardens (Naini Tal). 
In winter frequents forest, jungle in ravines, and wcH-wooded gardens. 

MIGRATION. Arrives on breeding grounds in April, departs in September- 
October. Arrives in Sri Lanka in Ociobcr-Novcmbcr, leaves in March. 
Passage noted in the Eastern Ghats and the hills of southern India, between 
1000 and 2100 m, in October and in March-April (once in February). 
Point Calimcrc in Tamil Nadu (10^17 'N., 79®52'E.) is one of the take-off 
points for Ceylon in autumn, but the bird evidently follows a different 
route on return passage in spring. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kceps si^y or in pain according to season, some- 
times in small flocks during migration. Feeds on the ground, hopping about 
among the mulch beneath undergrowth, turning over tiie dead leaves in 
search of food. Also ascends trees to feed on berries. 

FOOD. Insects and berries. 

VOICE and calls. A strange, unmusical song of two notes (Brooks). A 
Hurping call-note. Generally very tilent. 
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BREEDWG. Season^ May to July. Singic-broodcd. AVj/, a deep, compact 
cup of green moss, grass and leaves with an inner layer of coarse roots 
cemented with a little mud, lined with rootlets and grass stcnis;-placed in 
saplings bctivcwi one and five metres above the ground, usually in a fork 
or on a horizontal branch near the trunk. EggSy 3 or 4, white tinged with 
green, lightly speckled and blotched with pale reddish, sometimes over the 
whole surface, sometimes chiefly at the laigcr end. Average size of 30 eggs 
26*3 X 19*4 mm (Baker). Building of nest, incubation and care of young 
by both sexes. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 


MEASUREMENTS 


'Viog 


Indochinese countries, Burma, Malaj-a, Borneo (one record) and the Sunda 
Islands. ^ 

MIGRATION’. Arrives in ^vinlcr quarters in October, departs in April 
GENERAL HABITS. In svintCT usually keeps in small flocks, gathering in 
larger flocks (up to 60) before spring departure. Vcr>’ shy and w-zvy. Fccdi 
on the ground, flying up into trees when disturbed. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects and worms; fhiit (F/m) and'berrics. 

VOICE and calls. Nothing recorded in winter. 

BREEDiN'C. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis, See Field Characten. 

MEASURESaSTS 


d'e' 

99 


BUI 

Tarsus 

Tafl 


Wfag 

Bill 

Tarsus 

TaU 

(from skull) 


r 75-79 mm 
\ 74-82 mm 


(from skull) 



1 25-28 

26-28 

d'o’ 

99 

1 14-120 \ 
113-115 / 

22-25 

31 

84-90 mm 


(H\V, MD, BB) 


Weight 6 (J* 9 (October) 52-72 (av. 58*6) g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris browTi. BUI ycHow* (cf), bro\vnish yellow (9)* 
Legs and feet pale brownish yellow. 

1732, WWtebrowed Ground ThmslL ^oothera sibirica sthirica (Pallas) 
Tvrdus sibiriau Fallas, 1776, Rcise Russ. Reiclis 3: 694 
(Sibiriae = Dauria tide Hartert, i.e. SE. Transbaicalla) 

Bakcr^ FBI No. 585, Vol. 2: 146 
Plate 93, £ig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Myrna i ; length c. 22 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (adult). Entirely dark slaty with a con- 
spicuous white supercilium to nape. Under tail-coverts and outer rectriccs 
tipped svith svhitc. 

Male (first-y'car). Upperparts slaty dnged with browm. Wings, tail, and 
primary* coverts brow'n, ivith some black-dppcd fulvous feathers. Below. 
Throat- and breast-feathers bluish svith white centres. 

Female. Aborty olive-brown svith a narrow* buff supercilium. Wing- 
coverts tipped with ochraceous. Outer rectriccs broadly tipped whitc- 
Below, throat huffish speckled ^vith bro^vn, a dark bro^vn stripe on each 
side. Breast and flanks buff spotted %vith olivc-browTi. Centre of belly white. 

Both sexes liavc a largG undensing patch, white in male buff in' female, 
noticeable in flight. The prominent supercUium identifies both sexes. 
Female werdii has a more spotted wing, darker breast and flanks barred 
with blackish bro^^^l, not olive-bro^vn. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon winter \isitor to Mani- 
pur hills, locally not imcommon (Hume, SF 11 : 132). One record for the 
Andaman Islands (ibid. 2: 223). Affects hill forest up to at least 1800 m. 

ExtrdimUU. Breeds in Siberia from the Venisey to Amurland. A sub- 
species {dadsom) in Sakhalin and JapanL Winters in southern China, the 

> A mile collected recently ^Apr, 1972) on Narcoadam Island, e. 13* 25' N., 94* 15' 
E., identified .as Z- Lha diffen from ncmioate riHrwn in its ^ker colour, 

particularly of the upperparts whidi are almost black in adul^ts instead of slaty grey, in 
having le« white on the beJiy, and a^-craging slightly larger (Austin & Kuroda, 1953). 


(Dementiev, MD) 

Weight 1 o’ (summer) 60; 1 9 (summer) 70 g (Demendo’). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark browTi. BUI dark brown (o’)! uppcTinandiblc 
dark brown, lower yellow, dusky at tip (9). Legs and feet orange-yellow. 

ZooTHERA CTTRINA (Latham) 

Key to the Subspecies 


A Two'conspicuous dark stripes on checks c. eycnotui 

B No stripes on cheeks 

1 A white wing-bar. - r. citrina 

2 No wing-bar 

a Rufous colour paler; some whitish on throat. . . .<• c. ar.iar.erjrisxs 
b Rufous colour dark», morechatnul; throat white. . . e. elhsgtdaris 


Page 
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1733, Orangeheaded Ground Thrush. citrina atriaa (Lalham) 

Ttffdus atiiKus I.atham, 1790, Indcc Orn. 1 : 350 (India, Cachir) 

Baker, FBI No. 587, Vol. 2: 148 
“Plate 92. ftg. 2 

LOCAL NAMES. AWdgif (Kangm) ; Damd (Bengali) ; Badat-gajauiaia (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length e. 21 cm (8J in.). 

field characters. Male, Entire head, nape and undcrparis orange* 
chestnut Vent and under tail-covcns white. Rest of upperparts bluish grey; 
a white wing-bar; outer rectriccs lightly tipped white. 

Female. Like male but mantle strongly tinged wdth ohve-brosm. 

STATUS, DtSTRiBUTio.N and HABITAT. A partial migrant, fairly common 
but JocaUy distributed. The outer Himalayas from Murree cast 
Arunachal Pradesh and south through Assam, Manipur, BangUdtfh to the 
Chittagong HUl Tracts, Bengal south to Olcutta (S. C. ' 

778), Bihar to the Rajmahal Hills (breeding?) and Uttar |® 

Gonda. In the Himalayas breeds from c. 1600 m dowm to the fooduUs; m 


THRUSHES AND GHATS 87 

Nepal up to 2300 m (CD). Very local in the plains and only in wcU-wooded 
areas. Withdraws from Himalayas in cold ^veathcr and ^^.'intcrs from the 
duns and tcrai south through eastern Punjab (Rohtak), eastern Rajasthan 



Jj elbopilem (1738) 


( X 1 Extralimiial subspeae* 


mbhar Lake), Uttar Pradeth and Madhya Pradesh (sparingly m all the 
localities), Bihar, Bengal, Bangladesh and Assam; also the 
Item Ghats south to Russcllkonda (Gumsur). Irregular toher sou'h m 
Peninsula to Ratnagiri, TamU Nadu, and Sn Lanka m the 
y zone. Affects damp forest with plentiful but not too 
m fa ff^s-icinity of streams, mixed secondary and bamto jungle on 
lev slotses and mva of trees near habitations and <^m-ated raun^. 
SrS ^^spodes ranges ^t 

,th through the Indochinese countries to Borneo and Bafa 

HHEiESSiH 

e dusk. 
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OmbHp Displi^. ‘ Male sat on branch motionless like a stuffed dummy, 
head bow-cd double till bill-tip almost touching his feet, wngs I^scly 
drooped at sides, back arched and taU depressed. Utterri snatchm of 
normal song in soft undertone (almost sub-song), only the tips of im 
mandibles mos-ing. Female sat about 40 cm away, passive but alert, 
chanMg her position abruptly now and agam from facing her ^ 

sudden about turn, but entirely silent throughout the serenade.^ese 
proceedings, timed for over 15 minutes, were in progte» when the obs^- 
tion startrf and may have continued longer if the birds had not been 

Im«B, worms (especially earthworm), hemes and 
leeches locaUy, but fa spite of their great abundance these taken by a lew 

vmra and cIlS A typical thrush song, loud, sweet and \-anablc with 
scr«r4^ched notes, reminiscent ofthe Blackbird’s |con.i^ many 
Tc^is^ repetitions of strophes (as fa Eurof^n Song 

C,«Ton chienv May and June (monsoon), occasionally un^ 

pLasitism by Pied Crested Cuckoo, C/ametor jacohnus, recorded ( 
■^^™*Di!«isis. S« Field Characieis. For distinction from rn-Ox •« 

1734, Museum Diagnosis. dirk edges to 

Young, dtere. head dull rurous-brosvn with pale cen^ and 
.V r >s„^ UDoeroarts dark grey with pale centres to scapulars. Si.er, pale ye 
4“ SSish ti^To fae rfaeni tip, ormedian 

rusty white. Wings and util as adult. Posijuvcna! moult complete, .boo Oc 
.m»utmre.vTs Tail 

(from skull) ^^3 

23-25 29-33 \ 72-8 1 mm 

(BB. HW) 


cTtf 
9 « 


Wing 

1 13- 126 \ 

114- 123/ 


Tamil Nadu. . . Blil dark horny to Mack. Legs ees.>iy 

cocouas or baju: raars. Ins . tjOTrUh behind; feet fleshy to 

vnth. brownish fnant, or light homy Brshy (BE), 

light homy brown; daws fleshy to homy; mlm Beshy or ye 
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] 734. Whitethroated Groacd Thrash, J^oolhna dtrina ^anatus 
(Jardine & Selby) 

Tvrdm ^an9fuj Jardine Sl Selby, 1828, HI. Om. I, pi. 46 (India, Bangalore) 
Turdta citri/tus cmadoni Bisv.*a5, 1951, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 49: 661 
. (Chanda, Central Pitninccs)* 

Baker. FBI No. 588, Vol. 2: 150 
Plate 92, fjg. 3 

LOCAL jiAMLS. 3/d/if kdrturo (Gujarati); Kozhikkilif Kocri kenrum kattvpulleh 
(Malayalam). 

SIZE. M>'iia — ; length c. 21 cm (81 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1733 but throat white and car-coverts whitish 
wth two oblique dark brown stripes. 3Vings have a white shoulder-bar and 
whitish edge. \Vhite-and-black head pattern is diagnostic. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident and also local migrant; 
fairly common. Peninsular India from southeastern Gujarat (NaNTari and 
Dangs districts, SA, JBNHS 32: 770; Shull, ibid. 59: 659), Madhj-a Pradesh 
(Satpura Range, apparently not in the Vindhya Range), * Bihar * (Hodgson) 
and Orissa (Sambalpur, hlahcndragiri, Jc^ijorc) south through hlaha- 
rashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala. In the hills up 
to e. 1200 m, locally 1500 m. Curiously not Sri Lanka where only the more 
northern nominate race Is an -occasional winter visitor. Affects forest, shady 
ravines and nullahs, dank cardamom sholas, coffee plantations, mixed 
secondary and bamboo jungle, and occarionally wcll-v,'o<>dcd gardens. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1733. Quict and unobtrusive. Markedly crepus- 
cular; spends the day in shady thickets and bamboo jungle, often coming 
out at dusk to feed on forest roads and tracks, hopping about and flicking 
aside dry leaves etc. in the quest. 

Displc^. * Male stands Very erect and rigid on a bough beside its mate, 
vdth head bent stiffly and tucked into the breast feathers as it sings 
vigorously * (Betts). 

FOOD. As in 1733. 

VOICE and calls. As in 1733- A clear rollicking song of several rich 
whistling notes and frequently reiterated phrases, into which arc rolled the 
mimicked calls and songs of many other birds, c-g. Redwhlskered Bulbul, 
Tailor Bird, Quaker Babbler, Spotted Babbler, etc. Delivered chiefly in the 
mornings and evenings from well up in a tree. Alarm-note, a subdued 
high-pitched kreeee. 

BREEDING. SeosoTty May to September, chiefly June to August (monsoon). 
}iesty a thick pad or shallow cup of moss, roots and tsvigs, usually intermixed 
with a certain amount of mud, lined with rootlets and leaf stems; placed in 
a fork of a sapling, coffee bush or tree, between -one and four metres above 
the ground; preferably in an open situadon like forest edge rather than in 
the interior of shrubbery, 3 or 4, pale green [or pale stone colour] 
speckled and blotched >rith reddish brosvn. Average size of 40 eggs 
23 X 18*5 mm (Baker). Ncst-building and incubadon by both sexes but 

' Bui %ct Abdulall, H., 1965, JBNHS 62: 305-6. Differences still seem cUnal in character 
to me — SDR. 
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apparently more by female. Incubadon period 13 to 14 dap. Care of 
young by both parents. Young remain in nest for f. 12 dap. 

Meszuv Diagnosis. Differs from rilrine (1733) in haring the car-coverts whitish 
with two dark browm oblique stripes, the crown suffused with oUve, and the throat 
white. 

Female, like male but mantle strongly dnged with oHs'C. 

MEASUREMENTS 

WHng. Bill Tarsus Tail ' 

(from skull) 

d’d’ 10&-119\ . 20-25 /20-33 72-80 mm 

-99 102-116 J (mostly 23-24) 128-29 67-77 mm 

(H\V, S.\, KoeU) 

Weight 20 o' 9 47-60 (av. 53-3) g — SA. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown; bare skin behind c>c slaty. Bill slaty 
brown, base of lower mandible flesh; mouth fleshy pink, greyish pink orycllow-uh 
pink. Legs, feet and clasvs brownish flesh. 

1735. Andaman Ground Thxnush* J^oothfra citrina andamenmsis (Walden) 
Geocichia cfuierr.avnsis Walden, 1874, Ann. Mag, Nat. HisL 14: 156 (Andamans) 
Baker, FBI No. 590, Vol. 2: 152 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccoVdcd. 

SIZE. Myna — ; length r. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1733 but throat whitish; no while on wing. 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Coitimon rcsIdcnt: Andaman 
Islands. Affects heavy forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1733, q.v. 

BREEDING. StosoJiy May to July. AV// and eggs (normally c/3) as in 1734; 
for details see Baker, Xidijicaiion 2: 133. Average size of 100 eggs 25*1 X 
I8‘5 mm (Baker). 

MusELTi Diagnosis. Sex for sex like nominate citrina (1733) but rufous colour 
darker, chin and throat whitish; a trace of dark bars on cheeks; no white on wing. 
Size smaller. 

Fledgling. * OHve-grey above, head, neck and back streaked with buff, most 
broadly on neck; the two stripes below c>'c almost black and very distinct; upper 
breast w-ith buff feathers edged with oli\’aceous; remaining lower parts buff * (Butler, 
JBNHS 12:556). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Tarsus Tail 

c?9 100-107 30-31 70-71 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS- As in 1733. 

1736. Nicobar Ground Thrush* J^oothera citrina albogularis (Blph) 

.. C.(fo<TVW«) clbogitleris Blyth, 1847 Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 16: 146 
(Nicobar Islands) 

Baker, FBI No. 591, Vol. 2: 153 
LOCAL NAME. Chock-cfycng (Car Nicobar). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c, 20 cm (8 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1735, aUo with white throat and no white on 
\ring. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Fairly common resident: Nicobar 
Islands. Affects dank jtmgle, forest and village clearings. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1733, q.v. 

BREEDiNO. Unrecorded, probably as in 1 735. 

Museum Diacnosb. As endamansnsis sex for sex but rufous colour darker, more 
chestnut, especially on head. Chin and throat wWie. No white on >ving. 
measuremejtts 

^Ving Tarsus Tail 

d’9 100-106 c. 31 66-72 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS Of bare parts. As in 1733. 


1737. Spottedwinged Ground Thrush. J^oothrra sptloptera (Blyth) 

0 .(rfocmf/a) spilopina Blyth, 1847, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 16: 142 (Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No. 602, Vol. 2: 165 
Plate 93, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAMES, ird/ arickchija, Coma ccickchija (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Myna — ; length c, 21 cm (84 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS, Abofc, oli vc-browTi with two rowsof whitc spots on wing. 

Checks whitish with t\vo dark 
browm stripes. Below, creamy 
>vhitc boldly spotted with dark 
browTi, cspcrially on breast and 
upper belly. Flanks olive-brown. 
Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from female Z' 
woidii (1731) by check-stripes, 
lack of prominent supcrdlium 
and sj>ottcd rather than barred 
underparts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and 
HABITAT. Endemic to Sri 
X*anka. Resident in moderate numbers, but locally distributed; throughout 
the hills up to c. 1500 m (Phillips) or 1800 m (Henry), and in the low- 
country Wet zone to the sou^ and southwest almost to Ac coast; optimum 
zone 600-1200 m. Very' scarce in the Dry zone forests to Ae north. Affects 
forest or wcU-wooded country (c.g. cardamom jungle, cacao estates, etc.). 

general HABITS. Solitary. Feeds on Ac ground, rigorously turning o^'c^ 
dead leaves in search of prey. 

FOOD. Worms, insects, etc, and probably also berries. 

VOICE and calls. Has a riA, sweet and \’aried song, usually uttered 
from Ac lower branAcs of trees. A feeble call-notc- 

BREEDiNc. Season, two disdnet periods: February to May and August to 
December, Ae second seemingly the prindpal breeding season. At least two 
^>roods arc reared. AVrt, a cup'of green moss wiA a few tsrigs, decayTd 



X f. 1 


leaves or oAcr material and generally with ragged scraps of material 
dangling bcncaA the nest; lining mainly of black fern and moss rootlets 
and decayed leaves; generally placed in a low', exposed fork between one 
and Arcc metres above Ac ground, in a sapling or small tree growing 
among undergrowA in heavy forest, in cardamom plants or in Ac top» of 
tea bushes, or sometimes on a ledge of moss-covered rock. Eggs, normally 2, 
pale buff densely covered wiA blot Acs, freckles and specks of light reddish 
brown. Average size of 20 eggs 26*8 x 19*7 mm (Baker). Incubation 
probably by boA sexes; period unrecorded. Care of young by boA parents. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 


Young (immature). Upperparts ferruginous brown, AefcaAers with finefulrous 
shaft-streaks. 4Ving and tail as in adult but median coverts with fulvous spots. Sides 
of head marked as in adult but whitc replaced by fAnus. Underparts fuU-ous buff. 


Ac feathers of breast and upper abdomen wiA brown tips. 
MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

* Tarsus 

Tail 

5 d’d' 97-102 

22-23 

— 

74-80 mm 

I 9 96 

23 

“ 33 

78 mm 
(H4V, SDR) 


Weight 1 d’ 70 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill homy black paler at base of lower 
mandible. Legs and feel dusky blAh grey or greyish fleshy. 


ZOOTHERA MOLLtSSmA (BlyA) 

Key to Ae Sabspecse* 

More olive-brown; crown concolorous wiA back. . . rt. tekiufuedi 
More rufescent; crown darker Aan back n. ncUissina 


1 738. ■Western FlainbaAed Mountain Tlmxsh. mollissirta 

whiUheGdi (Baker) 

OTKcinela xzMtehjzdi Baker, 1913, Bull. Briu Om. Cl. 31 : 79 
(Klxagaa Valley, Afridi Country, NWFP) 

Ortodrxla msllhsiina sxrdarrjis Baker, 1924, Fauna BriL India, Bds. 2: 164 
(Simla, Punjab) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 600 and 601, Vol. 2: 163, 164 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd- 
sizE. MjTia i- ; IcngA r. 27 cm (1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1739, q.V. 

STATL*s, DiynuBtmoN and habitat. Altitudinal migrant; on the whole 
mAcr scarce, but locally may be common. The western Himalayas from 
Hazara (Kagan Valley') cast to Kumaon, probably intergrading in Ac 
latter area wiA nominate trAlisshna {zide Raad 6: Fleming, 1937: 160). 
Affects dwarf rhododendron and rocky ground wiA scattered bushes near 
timbcr-lme, open pasture interspersed wiA rocky ground, or bare rocky 
slopes above timber-line, between 3600 and 4000 m (Garhwal), 2700 and 
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3600 m (Kulu), 3700 and 4000 m' (Kagan Valley). Wvntets (October to 
March) between c. 900 and 2600 m in open forest {khafshu oak and other). 


Zoothero moWssima and Z. dixoni 



SlMllI moUissima ( 1738 , 1739 ) direni {ly^oi 

Both Breeding uncertain 


FOOD. Insects, snails, berries and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. A rattling alarm-note — * like a policeman’s rattle * 
— similar to that of Turdus menda m<txima which occurs on the same ground ; 
a single call-note (Whitehead). Song undescribed. ^ 

BREEDiKC. Season, May to July. J^esl, a enp of moss and dried grass lined 
with rootlets and fine grass placed on a ledge of rock (Whitehead), on the 
ground among dwarf rhododendron (BBO, JBNHS 1 1 : 472) or ‘ in a low 
fork almost on the ground on the side of a hill ’ (VV. H. Matthews, JBNHS 
25: 496). Eggs 4, whitish, profusely spotted with blood-rcd and reddish 
brown, more densely ^bout the large end. In shape they are elongated oval, 
generally rather obtuse at both ends (Hume). Four eggs measure 35*8 X 
24-3, 35*5 X 23-6, 35-5 x 23-3 and 35-3 X 24*1 mm (Matthews, loc. 
cit.); one egg collected by Whitehead measured 32-4 X 21 -S mm (Baker) 
fcf. eggs of dixoni for differences in shape, colour and size. These data 
however need confirmation]. Both parents tend the young; their share in 
other chorea unknown. 

Museum Piaonosis. PifFcrs from nominate niolHssima (1739) in being paler 
(Jess rufcscent) above, in having the crown concoiorous with tlic back, and in being 

» The altitude of ‘ 14,500 feet ’ given in JBNHS 23: 107 U evidently a lapsut for 13,500 
feet. 
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smaller. Baker’s description of u'Aitfftradi is based on Specimens * in such v,om pluraige 
that it is totally unfit for colour comparison ’ ( Vaurie, 1955). 


MEASOREMErrrS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tanus 

Tail 



(from skull) 



1 d' 

1 9 

140 \ 
143/ 

26 

36 

r 97 mm 
\ 102 mm 





(MD) 

12 t^p 

140-149 

— 

— 

78-95 mm 


(av. 145) 



(av. 86 *5) 
(Vaurie) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill blackish brown, base of Jd»vcr mindiblt 
paler; inside of mouth yellow. Legs and feet yellowish. 


1739. Eastern Plainbackcd Monutain Thrush, ^ootkera moUisdm 
moHissima (Blyth) 

T.{urdus) mollissimus Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 1 1 : 180 (Pa^etling) 
Baker, FBI No. 599, Vol. 2; 162 
Plate 93, fig. 4 

LOCAL names. Phanniok'kioK'Pho (Lcpcha); Telia kanrim (Bhutanese). 

SIZE. Myna -f ; length c. 27 cm (II in.), 

field characters. Above, rufcsccnt olive-brown. A conspicuous pale 
eye-ring; tips of outer reclriccs white, A white wing-patch prominent in 
flight but concealed at rest. Below, throat, sides of neck, breast and flanb 
buff changing to white on belly, boldly marked with dark brown crescentic 
spots. Sexes alike. 

Confusingly like (1740) and many sight records probably 

equivocal. But on a good view may be dminguished from it by absence of 
whitish wing-bars (wing-coverts sometimes narrowly tipped with pale colour 
but this character inconspicuous). 

STATUS, DiSTRinuTioN and HABITAT. Common altitudinal migrant. The 
Himalayas from western Nepal east through Darjeeling, Sikkim, Blmian 
and Arunachal Pradesh, breeding between 3000 and 4300 m, wintering 
(October to AprB) bettveen c. 1300 and 3600 m, mostly 1500-2400 m. Also 
occurs south of the Brahmaputra but status uncertain; Manipur {Hume — 
winter), Cachar (Baker — winter) and Khasi Hills (Godwin-Austen, Baker 
— undated). Affects open grassy hillsides (Fleming & Traylor, 1968) and 
rocky, boulder-strewn slopes with dense bushes and grass (cr.Dicssclhortt, 
1968; sec also 1738). In winter affects open bush country about fallow 
cultivation on hillsides and stream valleys, and along mule paths. 

Extralimital. Ranges east to southwestern Szechuan. The species extend* 
to western Szechuan and Yunnan, in ivintcr to northern Vietnam. 

general habits. Keeps in pairs in the breeding season when very wild 
and difficult to approach. Often in smaU scattered panics in winter, feed- 
ing quietly on the ground in shady spots, flying up almost perpendicularly 
into overhanging branches when disturbed, and there silting motionl^, its 
coloration and pattern obliterating it completely. Often forages m fallow 
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fields and sparse undergrowth away from dense cover, digging in the earth 
and rummaging among the mulch for insects etc. 

-POOD. As in 1738. 

VOICE and calls. As in 1738. , , tt 

breeding. Sec 1738. No recent definitive data. Eggs brought to Hume 

measure 34*2 X 22*3 mm. r . \. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from whUekeadt ( 1 738) in being more rufcsccnt above, 
in having the crown darker than the back, and in being larger. For distinction 
from Z- dixoni sec 1740, Museum Diagnosis. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

Tail 

Nepal, Sikkim 

3 ri’d’ 

141-146 

25-26 

37-39 

98-99 mm 

5 9 9 

134^144 

25-26 

36-37 91-96 mm 

(SA, Rand & Fleming, BB) 

Sikkim __ . 

5 tjtp 

136-144 
(av, 141) 



76-96 mm 
(av. 84-5) 
(Vaurie) 

SE. Tibet 

45 c?9 

130-^151 

25-28 

— 

. , 85-109 mm 
(NBK) 

Szechuan 

1 cT 

159 

29 

38 

1 17 mm 

4 99 

1 32- 1 55 

28-30 

36-40 

102-110 mm 
(MD) 


Weight 1 o’ (December) 93-1 g (RAP). 4 tfe? 9&-II2: I 9 89-6 g (Hume) 
ctmouM OF BARE FARTF. Iris brown. Bill brownbh bluek, dwky yellow at b«e 
of lower mandible. Legs and feet brownish flesh; claws homV brown (SA). 

1740. Longtailed Mountain Thrnsh. ^oolhera dixoni (Seebohm) 

CcocichU dixoni Seebohm, 1881, Cat. Bds. BrjIish Mua. 5; 161 
(Himalayas, spp. from Nepal and Darjeeling) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
PUte 93, fig. 6 
local names. None recorded. 

SIZE Myna + ; length e. 27 cm (I I in.). 

T’Tr'Ste”. 

to be a good Fairly common altitudinal migrant. 

The Htmalayas from ^ British Mtn.), 

1955: 3) and the Sikkim Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh 

east Dao^W, St^^m ^ 35 ,^ 

SI* KBrSm^pu’;^ m N^S^Uud (Godwin-Austen- 
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winter); Manipur and North Cachar hill tracts (Godwin-Austen -- 
undated). Breeds berween 2100 m (Nepal — GD) and 4200 m (Bhutan, SE. 
•Fibct — Ludlosv) ; winters mostly between r. 1 500 and 2700 m. In summer 
affects principally dense forest of Abiti-Bilutc-Rhododtndron near timber-line; 
no other thrush was found in the biotope of this species (GD); also occurs 
in juniper forest (Fleming & Traylor) and in high scrub almve ttmbcr-hne 
(Cranbrook). In winter frequents heavy forest, dense Jung e, espcciaUy in 
the vicinity of streams, and also the same biotope as Z- molliisima, i.c, open 
bush country about fallow cultivation on hillsides (SA). 

Exiralimilal. Extends to southeastern Szechuan and northern Vunnan. 
Winters to the northern Indochinese countries. 

OE«EitAJ, habits; Keeps in pairs or in small loose partiM 
season. Spends most of its time on the ground, flying up 
trees when disturbed. In breeding season very seereuve 
dense forest. In winter has been noted to feed in company with .^. msllunme 

Fin. htsects and their abo '“"’l „r gute-like notes 

(GL““omtaraiAd<^nptm^ 

pjaced m a jumper three me (^aker Xidifieation 2: 142, under 0. 

fdund by Whymper in e , by snow, blackbirrt- 

moUissimnsimlamsis) p,„na by Osmaston (in Baber, 

like in shape but without an) - . , j exception of one nest 

loc. cit.) probably belonged to oak, at 

placed on a boulder, all svere ^ ._j 3 , dull greenish marked 

' ■ ' ■ * cvcrywkcrc but more to 

at the'larger ’ d'^l-iul^ 

handsomely marked eggs of t .haoe they arc long, pointed 

darker, and or22 eg^ 



7 . a 738 ) f-jiifferencm. ‘>'- 

■‘ museum Dumtosts. Dbtinguuhed pretax 

following characters: 1. Presence of pa ei of median and greater coverts 

of Z- mllUsimo may show some narrow, less than 2 mm), 

over 2 mm wide (m adult 2). m nit half-moon (creaeenwhaped in Z 

3. Dark Ups of abdomen feaUtera ^ ‘‘'.Irl^dngle speeimen at. gUnee. 

nviUiiiimoyiho preceding charaetOT n^lnlte^un™ but almost 

Taken aa series, Z- ‘i'xm a less rufe^t noticeably smaller 

Mentleal with trHlsWi. L.e moUMmo but IndlirerenUaHe 

and lower mandible more yellow die outer rectriees, this 

from that of mAtVrAredi. ^ dixon, has >™>«7 T^^.^age, longer. Tail-wing 

nolour extending along the shah " atLtemenu- 

index- 80 in dironi. 70 in ^ nnlitiltnu, (SA). See 

»T»ii X 100 
Wing 
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Young, more olive-brown, shaft-streaks anij. tips of wing-coverts ydlow-buff. 
Below, generally paler; dark lines on either side of throat less pronounced than in 
moWunma, breast with fewer and narrower markings, and under tail-co\'erts >*el]owi3h 
vdth rusty edges, instead of white with dusky olive margins (NBK). 


WtASimEMENTS 




Wing 

BiU 

Tanus 

Tan 




(from skull) 



6 


131-141 

24-27 

37-39 

112-113 mm 

6 

9 9 

134-144 

25 

(1) 37 

108-116 mm 





(MD, Stres., SA) 

26 

<3'9 

132-147 

26-30 

37-40 

108-120 mm 



(av. 138-6) 

(av. 27-7) 

(av. 38-2) 

(av. 114-8) 
(Dclacour) 

25 

(J’9 

131-146 

26-29 

— 

94-110 mm 



(av. 140) ■ 

(av. 27) 


(av. 102). 
(Vauric) 

22 

d'9 

132-143 

24-28 

— 

107-116 mm 


(NBK)" 

Weight 3 (winter) 9S-103; 4^9 (winter) 88-7-98 g (SDK, RAP). I 9 
(July) 71*5 g (RAP). I o' (June) 81; 4juv. (July-^ept.) 70-4-99-8 g (GD, SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis bro\vn; orbital sldn g r een (imm.). BtU dark 
'brown, yellow at base of lower mandible. Legs and feet flesh to dull yellow. 

ZooTHERA DAUiiA (Latham) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A Upperparts with buff spots 

1 Tail always of 14 rectrices; site larger d. aurea 101 

2 Tail usually of 12 rectrices; size smaller d. dauma 97 

B Upperparts without buff spots; tail always of 12 rectrices 

3 Lower parts white d. neilghenionsis 100 

4 Lower parts rufous buff d. imbricala 100 

1741. SmallbUled Motmtain Thrash, ^ootkera dauma dauma (Latham) 

T«r<fttj Dauma Latham, 1790, Index Om. 1: 362 (India = Kashmir) 

Baker, FBI No. 595, Vol. 2; 158 
Plate 93, fig. 8 
LOCAL HAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Myna ; length e. 26 cm (10|[ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, olivc-brotvn trith buff and black crescent- 

shaped markings. Closed yvings tWth buff and dark brotvn bars. A large 
buff wing-patch on the under surface of wing showing prominently in flight. 
Below, throat and belly white, breast and flanks buff boldly marked with 
dark brov.Ti crescentic spots. Sexes alike. 

The only thrush with a spotted back. 

STATUS, DiSTOiBirnoN AND HABITAT. Altitudinal and short-range migrant, 
fairly common. The Himalayas from Murrec and Kashmir east to Bhutan 

T 
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and Arunachal Pradesh (?) ; also in the Garo, Khasi and Cachar hills, and 
Manipur. Breeds above 2100 m around Murrec, between 2400 Md 3000 m 
in Kashmir, posribly up to 3600 (trec-Hnut) in Garhwal, and from 2400 to* 
3300 m in Bhutan. No summer data for Arrmachal and Nepal (cf, Biswas, 
1961; Dicssdhorst, 1968). Winters (November to April) from c. 1800 m 
down to the foothills (once Pcshaw'ar), tend and sparingly south to Madhya 


Zoothero doumo 



dauma (1741). Breeding 
neil^hnnensij (1742) 

& *Ii Extralimital subspecies 


dauma. Winter; only India and 
Burma shown 

WKlk imbricata (1743) 


Pradesh (Gwalior), eastern Maharashtra (Kamptec), Raipur, Orissa 
(Sambalpur, Simlipal Hills, Ganjam), Bihar (Madhubani), and southern 
Bengal; also the plains of the Brahmaputra, the Garo, Khad and Mizo 
hills, and Bangladesh south to the Chittagong region. In the summer affects 
heavy forest of kkarshu oak and silver fir; in winter dense forest vdth grassy 
clearings, dense jungle with undergrowth of bracken or seedlings, edges of 
pasture-land and sal forest; also Tvcll-wooded banks of streams, bamboo 
brakes, mango topes, etc. 

ExtralimitaL Extends north through Szechuan, east to Kwangd, Laos 
and Vietnam. Disjunct subspecies in southern India and Sri Lanka. Many 
other subspecies in the southern Indochinese countries, Indonesia, New 
Guinea, northern and eastern Australia and Tasmania; also Taiwan, 
Japan, Manchuria and southern Siberia from Amurland to the Ural Mts 
(ssp. aurta). 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly or in pain. A quiet, retiring bird gene- 
rally seen hopping about on the forest floor or along paths, turning over 
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dry leaves in quest of food. From time to time wags posterior part of body 
violently up and down, jerking open tail and suddenly opening and shutting 
wings in order 10 stampede luring insects. Flics silently up into the lower 
branches of a tree when disturbed, remaining there motiordess and difficult 
to spot. Flight rcnunisccnt of Plaintive Cuckoo or HaTvk-Guckoo, Tvith the 
same upward glide before alighting on a branch. 

FOOD. Insects and their larvae, and berries, 

VOICE and calls. A fine loud song reminiscent of the Missel Thrush’s 
but more disconnected, a long pause coming between each phrase: cMnup 
. . . chewee . . . ckueu . . . wiow , . . we ep . . . cfnrrol . . , chup . . . chewee , . luiop 
(Magrath). Also described as * a few fine notes connected by a curious 
medley of squeaks and chuckles . , . for hours together with very Uttlc 
variation * (Proud), Song period (in Nepal) early April to mid June, Other 
notes not recorded. 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, cnd of April to Jimc. Nest, a wide cup of green moss 
mixed with rootlets, leaves and grass, lined with rootlets or stalks of maiden- 
hair fern; placed in a fork of a tree or bush usually between one and six 
metres from the ground, occasionally in a bank among stones covered Tvith 
moss and undergroxsih.* 3 or 4, pale clay to yeUo\vbh green densely 
freckled Tvith pale reddish. Average size of 25 eggs 30-5 X 22-3 mm 
(Baker). Share of the sexes in the domestic chores, and incubation period, 
unrecorded. 

Musemt Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. In summer the upperparts arc greyer 
and the underparts lose some of the ochraccous tinge (HIV). Rectrices 12; occasion- 
ally 14 in eastern part of range. 

Young, very like adult but markings bdow are more bars than crescents. 
Upperparts with golden bars and black tips; lesser wing-coverts with more definite 
ochraceom streaks. Postjuwnal moult of body-feathers, lesser and apparently inner 
median and inner greater coverts. 

measurements 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d’d' 137-150 26-31 34-36 91-107 mm 

‘ (once 41) 

V 9 135-150 21-29 34-35 97-102 mm 

(BB, SA, Rand & Fleming) 

Wing sometimes smaller; 3 cT 9 127, 130, 131 mm (SDR, Sires.) 

Weight 6 d'd' (OcL) 94-7-115-2; 3 9 9 (Oct.) 93'7-104 g (GD, SA). 3 ri’d’ 
(Fcb.-March) 92-110; 2 9 9 (Mar.-April) 100, 100 g (SA). 1 ^ ht winter 130 g 
(SDR), 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brwn; orbital skin >*ellowish. Bill: upper 
mandible homy black; lower mandible pale brownish ^-ellow on base, whidsh on 
middle tumirtg homy anteriorly until tip is homy black. Legs and feet pale homy 
brown; claws pale homy, paler on tip; soles yellowish white. 

^ * HcmT%*er, nests described by Bates in JBNHS 30: 100 and quoted by Baker in 
tm 2; 135 appear to belong to fiseiH ij ee faj . 
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J742. NUgiii Thrush, ^ool/iera Jmma tmlgherrienm (Blyth) 

0.(mcincU} ncUghmUnsu Bl>ih, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 141 
(Neilghcrrio) 

Baker, FBI No. 596, Vol. 2: 159 

LOCAL NAME. KozhikkiUppo/um (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Myna -b ; length c. 26 cm (lOJ in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As in 1741 but uppcrpaTts without buff spots. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Uncommon resident. The Western 
Ghats complex in southern Ihdia from Goa (?) and northern Karnataka 
{Londa, Kod^, JBNHS 43: 15), the Biligmrangan Hills and Coorg distrirt 
south through Kerala and western Tamil Nadu (Nilgiri, Palm and asso- 
ciated hills) ffora c, 600 to 2100 m. Affects dense evergreen sholas and 
foresL 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1741, q.v. 

BREEDiKO. Season, March to June. Nest, as in 1741. Eggs 2, rarely 3, 
rimjl nr to thosc of 1741 but as a scries darker, duller and browner, and 
more feebly marked. Average size of 10 eggs 32^5 X 23*2 mm (Baker), 

Museum Diackoso. Diffcn from dauma in being much darker above, lacking the 
golden-buff Spots almost entirely. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from feathers) 

(f9 124-136 27-29 28-29 81-92 mm 

(Baker) 

colours of bare farts. Iris hazri to dark brown. Bill: upper mandible dark 
homy brown, lower pale homy broWa, darker at tip. Legs and feet fleshy to homy 
white. 


1743. Ceylon Scaly ThrasR, deamw Layard 

Zootfura imbricata Layard, 1854, Ann. Mag. NaL HisL 13; 212 (Ceylon) 
Baker, FBI No, 597, VoL 2: 160 

LOCAL NAME. iVd! eoicfscfti/a (Sinhala). 

SIZE. M>*na dh 5 length e. 24 cm (9J in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 1741 but uppcTparts olive-brown with MarW 
crescent-shaped marks, no buff spots. Lower parts nifbus-buff. 

The Spottedwinged Thrush (1737) b distingubhed from it by its plain, 
unspotted back. 

STATUS, DCTjoBtmoN and RABTTAT. Resident, in small numbers in the 
hilb ofSri I*anka bettveen c. 600 and 1500 m, mostly above 9(W m. Affects 
dense foresL 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As frl 1 74 1 , q.V. 

BREEOtNG. Season, March to May and July to October. Possibly double- 
brooded. AVri and (c/2), as in 1741. Average size of^ eggs 30*5 X 21*2 
mm (Baker). Incubation apparently by female only. 
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Museum Dmckoot. DUTm fram^tbc Nijgiri Tbrnsh (1742) in bring darter - 
above and in having the underparU mfous-bufr instead of white and the crescentic 
blacK edges to the feathers narrower. 

MEASUREJkJENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

t?9 H&-127 26-27 c. 27 75-78 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1742. 

1744. Golden Thrush. Zoothm dauma aurea (Holandre) . 

Ttirdas amus Holandre, 1825, Faune dcp. Moselle, Ann. dc la Moselle: 60 (Mela) 
Baker, FBI No. 538, Vol. 2: 161 

tocaa NAMea. None recorded. 

SIZE. Myna -|- ; length c. 27 cm (12 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As ill 1741, q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter vagrant, one record: Dibru- 
garh, Assam, 12 February 1905. (W. Moore, JBNHS 16: 502), The bird 
was obtained in fire jungle. 

Rtlrahmtlal. See 1741. This subspecies winters in soutliern China and 
northern Indochinese countries. 

OENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. Probably as in 1 741. 

Museum Diacnosis. Similar to dauma but larger. Tail with 14 rcctriccs (o. 
usually 12). For details of plumage see Dementiev. 

measurements 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

" , 151-165 27-31 112-118 mm 

(av. 156-9) 

Weights dSoi 101, 146-5, 162 (av. 136-5); 1 $ 128 g — Dementiev. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris hrowTi. Bill brownish, yellowish at base. Leg* 
and feet yellowish brown. 


) 745. I<arge Brown Thrush, ^oothera,^ montkola moniicola Vigors 

Zooiheta monikcla Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: /72 - 
(Himalayas a= Simla-AImora area) 

Zoothera monticola Unehricola Koelz, 1954, Contrib, Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1: 13 (Sangau, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 603, Vol. 2 : 166 
Plate 93, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAME. DookaUbuku-toubi (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna ; length c. 28 cm (11 J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A stout, short-tailed thrush \nih a very large, 
curved bill. Above, dark slaty brown; sides of head with paie shaft-streaks. 
Below, throat whitish with a feiv dark brown spots. Sides of throat, breast 
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c. 1 


and flanks olive-brown, the breast with darker brown and some buff spots. 
Belly, ^ white with dark broivn spots. A large white undcrwing patch 
conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

The remarkably large cun^ed bill and absence of supercilium distinguish 
this species from female Z' Afay be easily confused with Z' mar^nafa 

which has a paler breast, scalc-likc olive markings on belly (not dark brown 
spots), and whitish streaks on flanks. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoM and HABITAT. Scarcc resident' subject to vertical 
movements. The Himalayas from Kulu easUvard through Arunacha! 
Pradesh, thence south through Nagaland, Manipur and Meghalaya south 


Zoothtra moniicola 



OUtributionaj ranges l monticola (1745) a atrata (RE) 

to the Mizo Hills (Koelz) and the Chittagong Hill Tracts (Rashid). Breeds 
above e. 2000 m (Simla), 3400 m (Garhwal), between 2100 and 3000 m, 
optimum 2400-2700 m (Sikkim), 900-1800 m (Cachar), 1200-1900 m 
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(KhasI Hills) and 2600-3000 m (Mt Victoria). Winters (November to 
March) between 1500 and 2000 m (Simla), down to c, 300 m (Nepal) and 
from the duars and foothills ofjalpaiguri district up to 2900 m in Sikkim 
and Bhutan. Affects small mountain streams running through dense forest, 
and dense, matted undergrowth of bamboo, rhododendron, etc. on swampy 
ground in damp forest. 

Extralimital. Extends to the Chin Hills and the Myitkyina district of 
Burma, Another subspecies in northern Vietnam. 

GENERAL KABrw. Kccps Singly. Haunts dark dense forest undcrgrmvth 
where its coloration is astonishingly obliterative, only movement giving it 
away. A quiet bird of crepuscular habits, feeding on the swampy maigins 
of wooded streams and damp forest floor, tossing leaves about with its large 
bill, or turning over stones in stream-beds. ' It is a busy bird whilst feeding, 
moving back \vith its tail loNvercd when a stone is displaced, and then' 
darting forward with its tail cocked and seizing any ^vorm or insect exposed 
by the removal of the stone. The lavourile hunting ground of tliis thrush 
appears to be accumulations of 002c and gravel at the base of boulders . . . 
'Hie flight is generally up or down stream, but when much disturbed darts 
through thick underwood and makes for the next nullah ... I have never 
seen one away from the immediate vicinity of a >vell-woodcd nullah . . . 
Flight rapid, more like that of dipper than thrush * (S. J. Marlin, JBNHS 
26; 668). 

FOOD. Insects and their larvae, snails, berries. ^ 

VOICE and calls. Not adequately described. Said to have ‘ a beautiful 
mclloiv whistle *. 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, May to July. Js^est, a bulky cup of fresh damp moss 
mixed ^vith earth and leaves \vith an inner layer of roots and uvigs; lined 
with rootlets, lichen and soft fibres. Placed in a fork or horizontal branch 
of a moss-covered tree between two and five metres above tlic ground, 
sometimes up to seven metres. Occasional nests may be placed among m<^ 
and ferns against tree-trunks (once against the face of a huge boulder). 
Eggs, 3 or 4, pale grey-green to pale oliv’c-grcen, or pale cream to warm 
buff, marked with reddish brown specks or small blotclics. Average size of 
50 eggs 30 X 21 '3 mm (Baker). 

Museum DtAONOsts. See Field Characters. 

Voung. Upperparts blackish brown with pale shafl-streaks; lesser, median and 
greater cov'crts with ochraceous tips. Underparts much as in adult. Postjuvcnal 
moult of body-feathers, lesser, median and inner greater coverts. 


measurzmcnts 

Wing 

132-150 
9 9 130-141 


Bill 

(from skull) 
4M6 
4! 

(1 msd) 


Tarsus Tail 


35-36 78-93 mm 

— 83 mm 

(I msd) 

(KocU, HW, BB, MD, SA) 


\Vcigbild'122;19l3lg(SA, BB). 

COLOURS OF BARE. PARTS. Iris dart biown. Bill dark brown. Legs and feet light 


homy brown. 


J 746. Lesser Brotvn Thmsh. margxnaia Blyth 

Z-koothtra) Tnorginafa Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 14^ (Arracan) 
Zoethera rruirgiMta tevehreja Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 41 
(Nichuguard, Naga Hills) 

Baker, FBI No,' 604, Vol. 2: 168 
Plate 95, ftp. 5 

LOCAL NAME. Daokot-huku-lowta (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna + ; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A stout, largc-billtd, short-toiled thrush. Above, 
rufcsccnt oUve-brown. Btlow, tides of head mottled tvhitish and brown. 
Throat whitish, a dark brown streak on each side. Breast and belly buffoh 
white scalloped with olive-brown. Flanks olive-brown with tvhitish streaks. 
A buff undcrwing patch visible in flight. Sexes alike. 

For distinction from, Z' tnonticola see 1745. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. XJncommon resident, subject to 
short vertical movements.’ The lower Himalayas from western Nepal (Rand 
& Fleming, 1957; Biswas, 1961) eastward through northern Bengal (Dar- 
jeeling and Jalpaiguri districts), Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh 



I, JBNHS 23 : 202); thaice lou* ilirougb 

icghalava, Manipur and Mizorain joulit to the . 

.r Bangladesh (Rashid). Recorded m winter from IfKW in <S,U, J 
, the fMthUb, the Nepal bhabar and the plains 
ibly breeds in the higher parts of tliD zone (upper duns rf N , 
Itl.TT^nn mb Mo^ common south of the Brahmaputra Di.ere 
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it breeds between c. 750 and 2100 ni. Affects damp forest along small watcr- 
cotirses ; in winter also dense rced*jungie along the banis of sluggish streams 
in evergreen forest (plains of Lakhimpur). 

ExtralimtaU Extends cast to \^ctnam. 

oE?^EjiAL BABTTS. Si mi la r to those of vionticoUi (1745), Voy retiring 
and crcpusculaj. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects and molluscs, 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDiKO. Seasoriy May to August. }{ul cup-shaped, made chiefly of 
moss mixed with some rootlets, t^ngs and stems, and lined with rootlets; 
similar to that of Z- vionticola but more neatly built. Eggs, 3 or 4, like those 
of Z- mon^ola (1745, q.v.) but ‘ more handwmc and much more varied 
For details sec Baker, yiidificalion 2: 147. Average size of 50 eggs 27 x 20 
mm. Incubation by both sexes; other details of breeding biology unrecorded. 

Mweck I>iAG?fOsis. Sec Field Characters, 

Young birds have the upperparts darker, streaked with ful^xius on back. Tips 
of wing-co\'erts fulvous. Underparts huffish, the feathers tipped with blacldsh, very 
heavily on breasL 

HXASuxEsmrrs 



\NTng 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 

3 99 

12'!-129 

(from skull) 
33-34 

28-30 

68-78 mm 

10 

122-130 

mm (Kodbt) 

(BB, Rand & Fleming) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris hazcl. Bill blackish brown. Legs and feet ‘oli- 
vaceous-plumbeous* (Stevens). 


Genus Turdus Linnaeus 

Tiadxis Linnaeus, 1758, S^^st. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 168. T}*pe, by subsequent designation, 
Ttedus rtfriccw Linnaeus 

Arceuthorms Kasip, 1 829, Skizz. Entwick. Nau : 93. Tj'pe, by original designation, 

7urdus pilcTU Linnaeus 

KU about half the length of head. Rictal bristles moderate. ^Ving long and pointed, 
flrst primarj' (as.) smalL Tarsus stout and long. 


Key to the Species 

I Tail largely rufous T. nficollis rvpcollis ^ 9 

II Tail not rufous 

A Underparts uniformly coloured, no spotting or contrasting pattern 

1 \Vholc plumage black or slaty 

a Wings black, legs dark brown T. mmila o' 

b Wings slaty brown, legs yellow T. m. nigrtpUrds ^ 

c ^Vings with a large grey patch . 7". botdhout o' 

2 Whole plumage dark brown , * T, merula 9 

3 \Vhole plumage olive-brown T. boulboul 9 

4 Plumage olive-brown or grey, abdomen whitish 

d Breast ashy T. tancolor o' 

e Breast pale brov.'n or ol^ve•bro^^’n T. m. nignpilm 9 
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B Underparts with contrasting patterns but not streaked or spotted 

5 Throat white or greyish white 

f Belly and back brown or blackish brown T. ciiocuirfaj o' 9 

g Belly and back chestnut T. ndmccsis o' 9 

6 Throat black 

h Head grey T. nf-eollU etreguUns o' 

i Head black 

a' Back whitish, rump chestnut T. ktsslni o' 

h' Back and rump slaty, . . . T. dissirnlb ^ 

7 Throat gre^' or white 

j Breast and flanks rufous T. ehsevras o' 9 

k Breast and flanks grey T. ftsx o' 9 

8 Throat dark brovv*n, breast and flanks rufous T. keulrn 9 

C Underparts more or less streaked or spotted 

9 Tips of outer rcctrices white, xmderparts buff with dark brown 

roundish spots Tl rttrircmi o’ 9 

10 No white in tail 

I A conspicuous supercilium 

c' Flanks rufous, wings olive-brov.-n 7*. iliaats o’ 9 

d' Flanks spotted with blackuh, wings rulbus 

..........T". r.s’jmaatx evMtnm ^ 9 

m No superciliura 

c' Flanks heavily spotted T, pilaris d'9 

f' Flanks not spotted 

O' Flanks lighdy streaked, no rufous T. ruficollis etrvgxitaris 9 
O' Some rufous on flanks 

o' Lower breast rufous 7. dissimilis 9 

o' No rufous on breast t T. vrdeolor 9 
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1 747. Blackbreasted Thmsb. 7vTdus dissimilis dissimslis Bl)'th 

T.(wdur) </ujwm7ijBI)'th, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 144 (Lower Bengal) 
7uTdus proioTramelas Cabanis, 1867, Jour. f. Om. 15: 286 (Himala)'a) 

Baker, FBI No. 580, Vol. 2: 140 
Plate 93, fig. 10 

LOCAL KAUE. , Dsokat g&shim gojoo (Cachari). 

S 32 E. Myna; length c. 22 cm (9 in.),' 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small dark thrush wth orangc-nifous flanks and 
axillaries. 

Male. Aboce, whole head and nape black. Bill and c>'C-rim (orbital skin) 
yellow. Rest of upperparts slaty. Below, throat and breast black. Upper 
belly and flanks and axillaries orange-rufous. Centre of belly and under 
tail-covens white. 

Female. Above, dark olive-brown. Below, throat whitish streaked with 
brown. Breast olivaceous streaked with black- Rest of underparts as in male. 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTiOK and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vcrdc2d root'c- 
ments, fairly common. The Garo, Khasl and Cachar hilU south of the 
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Brahmaputra, Nagaland and Manipur, from e. 1200 to the highest summits 
(M^halaya) and up to at least 2400 m (Nagaland). Extends in tN-intcr to 
neighbouring plains (Dibrugarh, Margherita) and south to Tripura and 
the Chittagong region. Affects damp c\'crgrccn >voods \N’ith ample under- 


Turduj dtaimt/i$ and T. unfeofor 



growth, mixed oak and rhododendron forest with trees o\xrgrown with 
moss, ordiids and ferns in rocky ra>ines (M^halaya), or in light pine forest 
without undergrowth on rocky slopes (Mt Victoria). In winter also noted 
ui scrub jimgle. 

Extends to Yunnan and northern Vietnam. 

general HABITS. Very shy and elusive Keeps almost entirely to the 
interior of forest. Feeds mostly on the ground, rummaging among fallen 
leaves. 

Insects, snails, slugs and berries. 

^'Olc^ and CALLS. Alarm-note a sharp resounding lock, lock, lock, took 
(Hdnrich). * A sweet but not very po\%-crfril song.’ Can be hcaitl a great 
distance off and, in the breeding season, kept up for hours (SSliistlcr). 

BREEZjcfo. Season, April to July. Azxf, a wcB-built cup of g r e en moss 
''Tth an inner laj-cr of grass, roots and a few’ dead leaves, rarely with some 
iGud, lined with rootlets; placed in a fork of a dense tree or high bush 
^tWTen one and rix me tr e s above the ground; occasionally on die ground 
ificlf (Hopwood Sa Mackenzie, JBNHS 25: 8^, Eggs, normally 4, some- 
3, very \’ariab!c, pale green to buff, more or less marked with deep 
red or pinple-brown blotches. Average size of 50 eggs 26*8 x 19’8 mm 
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(Baker). Building of nest and incubation by both sexes; period undeter- 
mined. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Fidd Characters. 

Young. Upperparts brown with pale shafl-strcaks on head, ochraceoux streaks 
on mantle, scapulars, lesser and median coverts, and ochraceous tips to greater 
coverts. Below, chin and throat white; breast ochraceous, richer on flanks, albescent 
on belly. Breast- and throat-feathers with beav>' blackish terminal bars. Fostjuvenal 
moult of body-feathers, lesser, median and part of greater coverts. Flrst-^’car bird 
distinguished by retention of part of jmenal greater cov*crt5. 

MEASUREMENTS 




Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

TaU 




(from skull) 



2 

o' o’ 

122, 123 

25 

32 

78, 81 nun 

2 

99 

II 7, 123 

■— 

32 

80 mm 


(MD, Roonwal £: Nath, Stres.) 

Weight I c? (subaduli) 75 g — SDR. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis brown; orbital skin yellow to orange. BDl ydlow 
to orange. Legs and feet yellow to orange or brownish >*ellow. 


1748. Tickell’s Thrnsli. 7urdas tmicolar Tickcll 

^.(criixj) C/nico£wT.(ickdl), 1833, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 2: 577 
(Bansigar tn Borabhum = Barahabbutn, Purulia dIsL, kV. Bengal) 
Tardiuc!T£roiprjr&H»iffrKoelz,I954, Contrib. InsL Regional Exploration, No. 1: 12 
(Mawphlang, Khari Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 579, VoL 2: 138 
PUte 92, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Kostur, Kco kSsTw (Kashmir); Dfri pdwSi (Hindi); MaBiasah 
(Bengali). 

snx. Myna ^ ; length c. 21 cm (8J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. A Small, plain ashy grey Himalay’aa thrush, 
paler on breast, white on belly. Under wdng-cm*erts rufous. In the Peninsula 
in winter may be mistaken for a female Blackbird but the latter is more 
oUve-brown and has a lightly streaked throat. 

Female, Above, olive- brown; lores, a faint supercilium and c)’C-ring 
buff. Below, Throat white, rides streaked with brown ; a broad, pale olive- 
brown band across breast with a few dark brown streaks; tawny- 

olive; belly and imder tail-<xy\*CTts white. Distinguished from female Black- 
bird by tawTiy flanks and white throat. 

sTATtis, DimuBUTTOS and HABITAT. Cominon summer (breeding) 
^■isitor to the Himala5*a5 from N.kV.F.P. (Chitral) cast through Kashmir to 
Nepal (uncommon) and Sikkim (breeding?). Breeds between c. 1800 and 
270Q m (Chitral), 1500 and 1800 m, occasionally 220Q m (Kashmir), 1200 
and 2100 m (Kangra to Simla), 1500 and at least 2100 m (Nepal and 
Sikldm), o\*cr^ optimum zone 1500-1800 m. Winters to the cast and sooxth- 
cast of its main breeding grounds, from Kangra (occasionally) along the 
foothills to Arunachal Pradesh (Subanrirl Betts, JBNHS 53: 405), and in 
the Peninsula to eastern M.P. (Bastar, Raipur), Orissa (Mayurbhanj, 
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NUgiri — SA), northeastern Andhra (Anantagiri), southern Bengal and 
Bangladesh in the Chittagong region (Rashid). Regular winter visitor also 

Sandeman, Loralai — Christison, 
JBNHS 43 : 479). In summer affects open-deciduous forest on grassy ground 
or with little undergrowth, svillow groves, orchards and gardens (very 
common about Srmagar, Kashmir). In winter frequents edges of forest and 
xn the Peninsula, groves and wcll-woodcd areas. 

MIGRATION. Arrives on breeding grounds at the end ofMarch and April, 
departs m September and October. In autumn migrates eastwards along 
the Himalayas between r. 2100 m and the foothills. Less in evidence during 
spring migration. Has straggled to Ladakh, 3000 m in April, Jacobabad [?J 
(FebniaryJ, Sambhar Lake and Mt Abu (September), Bharatpur (Nov.— 
Feb. — apparently fairly regular) and Khandala [?] (November). 

OENERAi. H^rrs. Keeps in pairs or in small Hocks according to season. 
Feeds on the ground in the typical thrush manner, spurting a metre or two 
at a time by a scries of short speedy hops or quick mincing steps, then 
stopping with head cocked to one side as if to gaze intently at the turf or 
lirten for underground movement before thrusting into the ground with the 
to extract a worm. When disturbed flics silently up into a nearby tree. 
Like the Blackbird, has a habit of *. scolding * while preparing to roost for 
the night. 

^ POOD. Insects, earthworms, berries and fruit (apples, plums, etc. espe- 
cially windfalls). Vegetable food apparently forming major part of diet (GD). 

VOICE and CALLS. Alarm-note juk-Juk, uttered. also when food-hunting. 
Song typically thrush-like, of short rich notes, uiw-wiw-unw . . . keek-Uek^ 
invariably reiterated twice or 3 or 4 times followed by short typical thrush 
chatter as interval. Repeated monotonously from stump near tree-top, 
maybe for ten minutes or more at a stretch (SA). Also rendered as chellya^ 
chellya^ cfnrrali — ckerlja, cherlya^ chellya - chellya^ ckellyajjutiu (Magrath). Song 
■ apparently very variable in melody locally; but on the whole rather mono- 
tonous and much inferior to that of, e.g. Greywinged Blackbird. Given 
chiefly early morning from before dawn, and evening until dusk. Song 
period, end of March to mid August (Proud) . 

BREEDING. SeosoTt^ April to August, ^est a deep cup of moss, roots and 
dry grass lined with rootlets and finer grass; generally placed in the fork of 
a tree between two and seven metres above the ground, sometimes lower 
in bushes or in a hollow in a bank. Eggs, usually 3 or 4, sometimes 5, very 
vairiable, pale green to pale buflf profusely blotched over the svholc surface 
with reddish brown. Average size of 89 eggs 27* 1 X 19*3 mm (Osmaston), 
of 80 eggs 27*8 X 19*5 mm (Baker). Feeding of young by both parents. , 
Share in other dutin not recorded. 

Museum Dzacnoszs. Sec Field Characters. 

Young (male and female). Upperparts darker brown than in adult female, 
all except rump and upper tail-covcrts with pale shafi-streaks; lesser, median and 
greater coverts bro\vn with ochraceous tips, Beloib, chin, throat and belly white 
tinged ochraceous; sides of throat, breast and Banks with heavy blackish terminal 
bars and tinged with ochraceous; under wiflg-coverts and axillaries ochraceous. 
Postjuvenal moult of body-feathers, lesser, median and part of greater coverts. 
Postnuptial moult complete, about August. 
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Wing 

118-1301 

113-123/ 


TURDINAE 
Bill 

(from skull) 

22-24 


Tarsus 


29-32 


Tail 

S 75-95 mm 
\ 74-85 mm 


(H\V, BB. SA) 

Weight 1 (Oct.) 68; 5 9 9 (Oct.) 64-75-1 g (GD). 12 0*^9 (Nov.-March) 
57-75 (av. 63-0) g — SA. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown; e>T-rim yellow. Bill yellow to orangt- 
ycllow. Legs and feet brownish yellow (Abbott). 


"1749, WHitecollared Blackbird. TurJus albodnrlus RoyJe 

Turgus Albicollis Royle, 1835, 111, Bot. Himalayan Mountains 2 (1839), pi, 8, fig. 3 
(Himalayas), ntc Tttnfui albtcollit Vjcillol 

T.{urdus) elboctMtus Koylc, 1840, III. Bot. Himalaj'an Afountains I (1839): Ixxvii, 
Ixxviii, applied to plate of T. olbuollts (‘ Hills * Hiniala>-as, 
restricted to Dchra Dun) 

Baker, FBI No. 570, Vol. 2: 129 
Plate 92, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Kundoo kSslura (Hindi); Chauhar (Paharia, for all blackbirds and 
rock thrtishcs). 

SIZE. Myna -f ; Icngili c. 27 cm (II in.). ' 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. An entirely black or blackish brown thrusli 
with a broad white collar around neck and upper b.ick. Throat white. 
Under tail-covcrts black with white shaft-streaks. Legs and feet yellow. 

Female has a collar as in male but dull ashy in colour. Rest of plumage 
rufous-brown, paler below, the feathers palc-fringcd, producing a scaly 
effect. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. CommoM rcsidcnt, subject to vertical 
movements. The Himalayas from Chamba and Duala Dhar east llirough 
Arunachal Pradesh, possibly to Nagaland (specimen collcctedal end of April). 
Eggs found by Rattray about Murrec Jide Baker, Xtdifiealion 2 : 116. Breeds 
between 2700 and 3300 m (Duala Diiar), 2100-3200 m (Simla, Garhwal), 
2400-3600 m (Nepal), up to 4000 ni (Sikkim), 2700 and 3600, locally 
up to 4200 m (Bhutan, Arunachal). \Vintcrs between c. 2400 and 1500 m 
(western Himalayas), up to 3000 m (Nepal, Sikkim), down to the b.ase of 
the hills (Arunaciial) and reaching the Cachar and Khasi hills, Nagaland 
and Manipur but rarely lower than c. 900 m. Affects kharshu oak— hortc- 
chestnut — rhododendron forest, open coniferous or mixed broad-leaved 
and conifer forest, especially margins and clearings xvith plenty of under- 
growth; in southeastern Tibet also frequents dn-arf rhododendron near 
trcc-Unc * in the same surroundings as Turdus mnuta maximus ’ (Ludlow). 

ExiralimttaL Southeastern Tibet to southwestern Szechuan. 

general habits. Keeps singly or in pairs; outside the breeding season 
sometimes in flocks, cither by themselves or with other thrushes. Shy and 
wary on breeding grounds; more confiding in the cold season. Appears to 
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Turdus olhocinctus 



Extralimlta] range little known 

feed a good deal in trees; also on the forcst.floor, and in winter on larnis in 
gardens and close to villages. 

FOOD. Insects, fruit and berries (crab apples, hawthorn, holly and 
cotoncastcr berries recorded). Vegetable food probably predominant in 
autumn and winter. * 

VOICE and calls. Song mellow but less varied than that of the Black- 
bird; usually given from the top of a tall tree. Song of one individual 
recorded by Desfayes as uttered in several bursts of notes on a descending 
scale: itiv-iy Uumu, etc., with variations. Song period mid April at 

feast till July (Proud). Alarm-notes a throaty fuck-iuck-tuck-luck as character- 
istic of other thrushes; often uttered while going to roost and again at 
da^vn, like the Blackbird in tlic same circumstances. 

BREEDING. Stoson, carly May to July. A'est, a massive cup of moss >vjlh 
some grass’, rootlets and leaves incorporated, lined with dry grass or rootlets; 
built on a stout brunch or in a fork, sometimes in large cavities of trees 
beaten down by snow, between one and three metres above the ground or 
even on the ground itself at the foot of a mossy stump, often blending 
perfectly with the surrounding moss. Eggs, 3 or 4, vcr>' similar to the Black- 
bird’s but larger and rather more boldly blotched. Average size of 100 eggs 
30*5 X 21 *7 mm (Baker). Female only has an incubation patch (GD). 

Museum Diacnosts. See Field Characters. 

Young. Upperparts and sides of head brown with ocliraccous shafi-strcaks on 
head and mantle. Wing-coverts brown, all except primary wiUi ochraceous tips. 
Wings and tail as adult sex for sex. Undcrparis pale ochraceous with heavy dark 
brown tips;'!hroat more or less immaculate. 


SIEAauRElIENTF 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from skull) 



(?(? 

137-151 

29-30 

f. 35 

iOI-109 mm 

V 9 

I31-I43 

27 

34 

95-MI mm 


(1 imd) 

(1 msd) 




(Baker, Rand & Fleming, BB, 

MD, SA) 


Weight 5 (Jic? (May-June) 90-103; 4 9 9 (May-June) 92-107 g (GD). 1 9 
(April) 105 g — SA. 

COLOURS OP DARE PARTS. Ifis brown. Bill yellow, dusky at tip. Legs and feet 


dark ochraceous j’dlow. 


1750. Greywinged Blackbird. Turdus hulboul (Latham) 

Umas bmlboul Laiham. 1 7% tndtx Om. 1 : 80 (India = Dnijcdins) 

Biker, FBI No. 571, Vol. 2: 130 
Plato 92, fig. 8 

UICAI, NAMPJ. Kdiluri fHind!) ; PJion>fmI«inW (Bengali) ; Wn/iMf /Mo (Lcpdia) ; 


\mam (Bhutanese). ' 

SEE. Myna +; length c. 28 cm (11 J in.). , . 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Overall black, with a Lirgc and duimcmc 



X c. 1 


: grey tving-palcb; belly and under tail-covcrts witli uhltuli Inrigo. 

-riro yellow, bill orange. . 

cm ale brownish ashy tinged with ohvareous; grey w.ng-palrh orm.aIe 

aced by rufous-brown. m 

rATVs, DErmauTtoH and lErntTAT Common 

ical movements. The Himala>-as from Murrec eas 

dm, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh; ll.enee south 

als between 1800 and 2300 m (Murrec), and up 

imed at 3300 m In eastern Nepal -GO); m Caelusr breed, atom 

D-1400 m. Winters (November to March) betueen RO . 

he western Himalayas, occasionally re.sr lung ''''f”'' ,,,1.)! 

iccnt plains (Salt Range, Lahore, Ludhiana, ^ Asvjjj; ^ 5 ; 

Lslonally straWng (hrllicr south (Bharatpur, R-rjastb. i J '1 , 

r^ommon'in "winter betsveen 2400 and im m ™ 

■inertahagen) and in Nepal above 2100 m, but also regularly dewrnd.ng 
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to the duns and tcraL In Sikkim, Dagrellng dist., and Bhutan from. 

e. 1800 m down to the foothills, commonly entering the plains of northern 
Bengal (Jalpaiguri duars). Farther cast reaches Nagaland, hlaniptir, the 
Khasi and Cachar hills south to HailakandL Affects htimld bmad-lcaved 


Tiirduf Sotifhoc/i 



forest of oak, rhodod^dron, etc. Apparently prefers denser forest than 
T. elbocinctus. In %«nta' frequents ^voods, bush jungle and collage predneta, 

ExtralimUd. Extends cast to northern Vietnam and KwangsL Winters 
to Burma and Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly Or in pairs in the breeding season, singly 
or in imali Hocks in winter; in tins season sometimes in company ^vith other 
thrushes. Feeds mostly on the ground. Rather shy and retiring. Males 
become pugnacious during nesting season, and intolerant of others of thor 
kind. 

FOOD. Insects, earthworms, berries and fruit. 

VOICE and calls. Song rich, fluty and far-carr>dng — of great variety 
and mellowness, reminiscent of the Blackbird’s, It consists of one soft 
introductory note foUo^s'ed by four high-pitdied ones on a descending scale. 
For details sec Lister, JBNHS 52: 39. Song period mid March to mid 
August (Proud). Alann-notcs, the typical Blackbird chuckles cAiZt, cAilfc, 
f/hZi, and an angry char near nest. 

^ Is one of our finest songsters and a favourite cage bird, especially in 
Kashmir and Punjab. 

BREEOiNo. SetisoiXt March to August. Double*brooded. a bulky cup 
of moss, leaves, grass and tendrils, often but not alsvays vdth a layer of mud, 
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1751. Torkestan B l a ckb ird, Tmdus mmila inirnmdius (Ridunond) 
Mtnda mmda irJmnedia Richmond, 1896, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 18: 585 
(Aksu, Eastern Turkestan) 

Tvrdus mmda brvdkorbi Kodr, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. 'Washington 52: 67 
(Farakar, Afghanistan) 

<* Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Myna + ; length c. 26 cm (lOJ in.). 
field characters. As in 1752, q.v. 

STATUS, DiETRtnuTioN and HABITAT. Possibly an occasional svintcr visitor 
to Paldstan. A sight record in Qiietta on 17 February (JBNHS 35: 894) and 
one specimen oht^ed near Peshawar (Magrath, JBNHS 21 : 680) but not 



Snni Distributional ranges i ieimeftfifkj (1751) a marnniti (175a) 

3 iMgnyilna (1753) < r^ea (1754) 5 jieiBral (1755) 

® b^£lLru (1756) 7 ticTtnV (1757) 

crid<^y caamined; also said to be common between Quetta and Kandahar 
t.!? ^ (hfurray Ticehurst, JBNHS 31: 710). 

Breeds in Turkestan and Afghanistan. 

^•SRAL KABrrs, ^•OICE and food. Similar to other subspecies, 

Male difien from n ari egr (1752) in being smaller and 
oiacker. Female « darker and greyer, less olive. 

ICASmtZSCXXTS 

AVlng Tan 

d'd' 130-140 \ 

9V 127-139/ 120-130 mra 

(NBK, Dementiev, Paludaa, Koeis) 


lU TURDINAE 

lined with dry grass or rootlets, generally placed in the fork of a horizontal 
branch of a tree between tw^) and five metres from the ground; sometiincs 
in banks or among the roots of a fallen tree. 3 or 4, pale gr e e n 

blotched over the whole surface with pale red-brown. Average sire of 50 
eggs 29 X 20*9 mm (Baker), Building of nest and care of yoimg by both 
parents. Incubation apparently by female only; period tmdeterminei 

Museum DiACNOsn. See Field Characten. 

Young male. Upperparts, car<o>’ert3 and sides of neck, lesser vring'CCB.'crts 
'and under tail-co^Tits blackish bremn, all creept rump and u pper tail-covcrts with 
pale shafts. Underparts ochraceous, all feathers except on and throat b<ddly 
fringed with blackish brown; on flanks, the odiraceous reduced to narrow streaks. 
Median co>*crts blackish brown with large ochraceous tips and shafts. Outer webs 
of greater coverts and iimcr secondaries fiilvxnjs grey with pale shaft-lines at the 
tip of the former. FUght-fcathers and tail as in adult but not to pure black. 

Young female like male but rufous-olive replaces blackish brown of plumage 
and fulvous grey of wings. Postnuptial moult of body-feathers, lesser, median and 
? greater averts. A complete moult apparently takes place in spring. 

measurescents 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tril 

(from skuB) 

140-151 27-30 \ f 107-122 mm 

9 9 131-148- 26-30 / 1100-114 mra 

(BB, MD, S\) 

Weight I o’ Quly) 100-5; I 9 Quly) 83-8 g; 3 d’o'’ (Nov.-Dee.) 94-I-I05; 
399 (Dec.) 97-I-108-2 g (RAP). 6 eJ’o’ (Oct.-Apr.) 88-111 (av. 94-5); 699 
(OcL-Apr.) 85-104 (av. 98) g — BB. SA 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown; eye-rim yellow. Bill deep orange with 
dark tip of upper mandible. Legs and feel brownish in front, yellow behind (ri'), 
brown (9); soles j’cllow. 

Turdus itERULA Linnacus 
Key to the Snhspecies 

Page 

A Plumage entirely black or blackish 

1 Smaller and blacker 7. m. xrJmrjdhis 115 

2 Larger and browner 7*. rt.marirm 116 

B Plumage dark grey or slaty 

3 Grown black 

i A broad gre%*ish brown collar; black cap well defined 

a Briow brownish 7. tn. nignpiUiLS 117 

b Below cold grey T. m. r/vrwri 119 

ii No collar; blari: cap shading into dark grey of mantle 

c Paler T. n. sirmllirsu 119 

d Darker ....7*. ru hctff£Ucni 120 

4 CrowTi slaty, concolorous with back T. ul Hnntfft 121 


116 TURDINAE 

BiU from skull 20 ri'd’ 27-32; 10 9 9 27-31 mm (NBK) 

Weight 5 (?£? Quly) 84-102 ; 3 9 9 Q^ly) 8^92 g (Paludan). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris reddish brown. Bill and feet black (female adult 
— Abbott). 

1752. Tibetan Blackbird. Turdur mmda memmus (Seebohm) 

Mmda mojdria Seebohm, 1881, Cat. Bd5.BiiL Mus. 5: 405 
(Cashmere, restricted to Gulmerg) 

Turdas mmda baddas R. & A Mcincrtzliagcn, 1926, Bull. Briu Om. CL. 46: 93 
(Gyangtsc, Southern Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 565, VoL 2: 123 
PUte 92. fig. 13 

LOCAL NAMES- Nonc rccordcxL 

snx. MjTia -f ; length c, 27 cm (II in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male entirely blade trith a yellow bill. Female 
dark brown, with a browm bllL 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to short downward 
movemcnis in \sintcr; common locally but scarce in the more humid central 
Himalayas. From N.W.F,P. (Whitehead apod Baker) and Baltistan (Ludlow 
hC.) east through Ar unachal Pradesh. Breeds between 3000 and 3600 m 
(Kohat), 3300 and 4000 m (Hazara, Kashmir), [an ohscn.’ation at 2800 m 
in May in Kangra], 3600 and 4000 m (Garhwi — 'Wh>'mper, JBNHS 20: 
1158), about 4200 m (Nepal — Desfayes, JBNHS 67: 571 ; Ibis I%5: 400), 
3600 and 4500 m (Sikkim and adjacent parts of Tibet — Ibis 1922: 50 and 
JBNHS 32 : 322), 3400 and 4500 m, more common 4000-4500 m (Bhutan 
and southeastern Tibet — Ludlow). In winter (November to April) 
recorded as high as 4600 m m Sikkim and down to 2100 m in souihcastem 
Tibet, but not below 3000 m in the central and western Himalayas, where 
winter records arc very scanty. Prefers drier areas and may winter more 
commonly on the northern slopes. In summer affects dwarf juniper, dwarf 
rhododendron and other scrub on steep rock>* slopes abo\'e timber-line, and 
bouIdcr-strewTi alpine meadows. 

Extralijrdlal. Adjacent parts of northern Afghanistan (Yale A Scully, 
1887, Jc»«r. Anai. See. Ber.gd ) — where presumably intergrading with tnkr- 
jmdius — and southeastern TTbcL The species ranges west to the British 
Isles, Morocco and the Azores, and cast through southern China. Also the 
hills of the In^an Peninsula and Sri LTnka (1754-1757). 

GENERAL HABITS, Kccps Singly in the br ee ding season, in family groups 
after breeding, and angly or in small flocks of 5 to 12 birds in winter; in 
this season sometimes in company ^sith other thrushes. Other habits t)*pical 
of the blackbirds and related thrushes. As a rule wild and wary', taking off 
while yet a conriderablc distance away, flying low over the ground and 
soon ctming out of sight 

FOOD. Insects, caterpillars and berries (juniper, wild rose^ etc.); once 
small lizards (RM), 

VOICE and calls. Song, rimilar to that of the European subspecies but 
ndther so pow*crftil nor so pleasing (Ludlow). A \cxy silent bird; song not 
often heard. Has a characsciistic low and a rattling alarm-note, 

less loud, harsh and squeaky than that of T. re. jrmde (Magrath). 
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BREEDmo. Seasotij May to July. JV«/, a bulky structure of dry grass and 
moss^ with a little mud in the foimdation, lined ivith fine grass; placed in 
low Jumpers or rhododendrons, on a ledge of rock, under an overhanging 
bank, on the ground against a boulder, or among the buttress roots of a 
gnarled tree. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale blue blotched with pale red-brown, similar 
to those of the European Blackbird but larger and rather more boldly - 
marked. Average size of 2-eggs 33 x 23*4 mm (Baker). 

Miotum Diagnosis. Distinguished from intmtvdita by larger siic and from 
peninsular subspecies by black plumage. Male often breed in brown female plumage. 

Young male. Upperparts, sides of head and neck, chin and throat blackish 
brown, tips of feathers on mantle blacker, a few ochraceous edges on chin and throat. 
Rat of imdcrparts evenly barred ochraceous and blackish. Under tall-coverts black 
with ochraceous edga. Central streaks and edga of median and lesser coverts 
ochraceous. Wing and tail black. Lower back and rump sometima barred with 
ochraceous. 

Young female. Like young male but paler brown; greyish brown on rump 
and upper tail-coverts wth paler dps. Mantle feathers with pale shaft-streaks. 
Wing and tail dark brown (HW). 

- Young of maximtu arc very variable but show considerably more difference in the 

sexa than in the nominate subspeda [cf. Wilherby, 1938, 2; 140]. Difference 
between them and juvcnila of merula very striking, owing to the much narrower 
shaft-streaks on the upperparts, which arc also much paler and end in triangular- 
shaped marks at tip of feather. N'o shaft-streaks or markings on head and neck, 
while below they arc less rufous and much darker on breast and throat. Some males 
have practically no shaft-streaks but the pale V-shaped mark at the tip of the feather, 
is very pronounced (NBK). 

UEASUREMENTS 

Wing BUI 

(from skull) 

d’d’ 144-161 25-29 1 

9 9 144-153 25-28 / 

(NBK, RM) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill orange-yellow (d^), dull greenish 
yellow (9 )■ Legs and feet black (<?*), dark brown (9). 

1753. Blaciccapped Blackbird. Turdus merula mgropiUus (Lafresnayc) 

Meruta nigropiUta Lafranaye, 1840, Rev. Zool.: 65 (Ncilgherria, restricted to 
Kalhatti, northern Nilgiri Plateau by Ripley, 1950, JBNHS 49; 50) 

Turdus simiHimus makratUruit Whistler & Kinnear, 1932, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist 
Soc. 36: 76 (Mahabicshwar) 

Baker, FBI No. 569, Vol. 2: 128 
" Plate 92, fig. U 

LOCAL NAMES. Kdsturt (Hindi); Poda patisa (Tclugu); ICertmkili (Malayalam). 

srzE. Myna i ; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FTCi-D CHARACTERS, M a I c dark greyish bfown svith a black Cap ; orangc- 
ycllow bill, eye-rim and legs. 

Female more ashy above and paler generally, with the cap less distinct 
and brown. 


118 TURDINAE 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Partial migrant, or resident subject 
to seasonal movements, chiefly altitudinal. Southern Rajasthan (Mt Abu) 
and eastern Gujarat (Panchinahals dist.) cast in the western Vindhja 
Range and along the Satpuras at least to Sconi (c. Tfl^SO'E.), and south 
along the Western Ghats at least to Belgaum. All recent records south of 
this locality arc between November and March, 'the non-breeding season. 
(Cf. Sdlim Ali, 1969, Birds of Kerala p. 386, JBNHS 43‘: 330 and 38^288: 
Koelz, JBNHS 43 : 15. M(»t older records arc undated including, apparently, 
the type specimen.) Breeds in the hills from c. 900 ro up to the highest 
summits. Birds from the northernmost part of the range, and the greater 
part of the Madhya Pradesh population, arc migratory, ranging in \rinter 
to the Gir Forest (Dharmakumarsinhji), Farahabad (r. 79®E., JBNHS 36: 
385) and through the Westem Ghats and hills of KenTJa and watem Tamil 
Nadu to the Cardamom Hills (JBNHS'36: 76), in the low country up to 
e. 1000 m. Affects moist-deciduous and evergreen forest, sholas, woilcd 
ravines and broken countiy. In winter frequents well-shaded areas in 
plantations, gardens and forest. 

uicRATioN. Where a summer (breeding) visitor, c.g. in the higher 
Western Ghats, arrives in April, departs in October-November. In winter 
spreads out a good deal in the low country and foothills moving locally 
with the ripening of various fruits and berries on which it feeds. 

GENERAL KABiTs. Kccps suigly and jn pairs in the breeding season; often 
in scattered pairs or small parties in wuntcr. Feeds on the ground as ts'cll as 
in trees. Largely a terrestrial feeder, hopping about rummaging in the 
mulch and flicking aside dead leaves for insects and windfallen fruit In the 
typical thrush manner. . 

food: Insects, snails, slugs, earthworms, fruit and berries (laniana, 
sandalwood, jamun, wid figs, etc.) ; also fond of flowcr-ncctar (Fpthrina, 
Salmalia^ etc.) . 

VOICE and calls. Has a melodious song, not unlike that of the Magpie- 
Robin (1661) but louder and richer, and freely interlarded with perfectly 
mimicked calls of many other birds, c.g. grey partridge, pied crested and 
plaintive cuckoos, pariah kite, wood shrike, tailor bird and others. Heard 
in the early morning and late afternoon till well after sunset in tlic breeding 
season. Silent during winter except for the throaty chuckles and shrill hees. 
Alarm-notes, a harsh churr and the characteristic throaty qmck-rcpcated 
chuck-chtick-chuck; call-note, a subdued but high-pitched hee^ee, frequently 
uttered. 

BREEDING. 5'cason, Junc to August (monsoon). Kest^ a bulky cup of moss, 
grass and roots \vith a layer of mud and an inner lining of rootlets and 
grass; placed in a fork of a small tree or bush between one and seven metres 
above the ground. Eggs^ normally 3, sometimes 4 or 5, pale grcy-bluc to 
umber brown boldly blotched with reddish, usually more densely around 
the larger end. Average size of 50 eggs 27*4 x 20*9 mm (Baker). BolVi 
sexes share in ncst-buUding and feeding young. Incubation by female (at 
least mainly) ; period undetermined. ' 

Museum Diaonosis. Male has a black cap better defined than in other 
subspecio. Second primary (as.) longer than seventh. PostnuplUl moult 
complete. 


Tarsui Tail 

e. 38 107-120 mm 
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Young male has the upperparts, wings and tail dark sooty bluc-grcy much as 
in the adult; lesser and median coverts tipped with triangular fulvous spots. Under- 
parts dark ashy olive, the feathers broadly ^ged with blackish; throat, central bi*east 
and abdomen with the centra of fcathew largely white. 

Young female has the upperparts dull olive-brown, the feathers faintly streaked 
with fulvous and edged wth aooty. Wings, tail and underparts as in adult. Post- 
juvenal moult of body-feathers, lesser and median coverts. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

126-135 1 f 30-35 92-101 mm 

9 9 116-129 J \ 30-33 *84-98 mm 

(HW) 

Weight 19 9 (Apr.-May) 60-94 (av. 74*9) g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARB PARTS. Ifis brown; eye-rim orange; postorbital skin orange- 
brown, orange-yellow or rich orange corresponding with gape and bill. Gape and 
bill horny brown with orange patcha at gape, nostrils and sida, or brownish orange 
with dusky tips, or bright orange with dusky tips; mouth orange-yellow. Legs, 
feet and claivs dusky orange-yellow (SA). 


1 754. Eastern'Ghats Blackbird. Turdus merula spencei Whistler & Kinnear 

Tutdus smillirmis spencei Whistler fic Kinnear, 1932, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 

’ 36:77 (Jeyporc Agency) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAME. Poda polisa (Tclugu). 

SIZE. Myna ± I length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1 733, q.v, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to 
seasonal altitudinal and local movements. The Eastern Ghats complex from 
northern Orissa (c. 22“^) south at least to the Seshachalam Hilb (c. 14®N.). 
Affects sholas and wooded ravines from c. 750 m to the top of the hills. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1753. 

BREEDING. Presumably Bs in 1753. 

Museum Diagnosis. Upper plumage very similar to that of siimllimus (1755) 
but paler and not so pure black on crown ; lower plumage agrea with that of tugro- 
pilots (1753) except that * the faint viscous flush of that bird u replaced by a cold 


Tarsus Tail 

30-33 91-102 mm 

(HW) 


grey tint * (Whistler & Kinnear). 
measurements 

IVing Bill 

(from skull) 

8 d't? 122-132 25-26 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1753. 


1755. NUgiri Blackbird. Turdus merula simitlimus jerdon 
TBTrfa. rimaiimu. jetdon, 1839, Madras Jour. Lit. Sci. 10:253 (NeiIgharria.romct«l 
to Avalanche, higher wuthem Nilgiri Plateau, by Ripley, 1950, Jour. Bombay nat. 
Hist. Soc. 49: 50) 

Baker, FBI No. 566, Vol. 2: 125 
Plate 92, fig, 12 

LOCAL NAMES. KerimkUi (Malayalam); Kcnm kururi (Tamil). 


{ 


SIZE. Myna i ; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FiELO cHARAcnrERs. As in 1753, q.v. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Common resident. The hills of 
southwestern India from the Brahma^ris and the BiUgirirangans south to 
the NcIIiampathis and Palnis whcrc inlcrgradlng with 6ourdillom.,AlTects 
evergreen sholas, from c. 1200 m to the top of the hills, lower from October 
to March when also seen in coffee plantations. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1753. 

BREEDING. Season, begins in March but^is at its height after the onset of 
the rains; lasts till August. Kesl, a substantial cup of moss, grass and lichen 
wth an outer lining of mud and an inner one of grass, placed m evergreen 
shrubs or, small trees, very often on ledges in banks. Normal clutch size 2, 
occasionally 3, sometimes up to 5. Average size ofSO eggs 29*3 x 21 *3 mm 
(Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Kc>’ to the Subspccia. 

Male : forehead, crown and nape black. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail 
dark slaty. Underparts paler, more ashy. 

MEASUREXfENTS and COLOURS OP BARE PAR'n. As in 1756. 


1756, Boordillon^s Blackbird. Turdus merula bourdillor.i (Scebohm) 

Alerula bourdilhni Scebohm, 1881, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mi«. 5; 251 
, (Travancorc = CaUthoorpoIay Patnas, Travancorc) 

Baker, FBI No. 568, Vol. 2: 127 

LOCAL NAMES. KarimkiU (Malayalam) ; Alirun kuruvi (Tamil). 

SIZE. Myna i ; length e. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARAcrrERS. As in 1753, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The hills of 
Kerala and western Tamil Nadu from the Nclliampatliis and Fainis south 
to the Ashambu Hills. Affects evergreen sholas from e. 900 m up to the 
Iiighat summit*. - / 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1753. 

FOOD. As in 1753. Also recorded: berries of Afaesa, Trema, Lantana, and 
tvUd figs, and flowcr-ncctar {Salmalia, Erythrina, etc.). 

VOICE and calls. As in 1753. 

BREEDING. As in 1753. Average size or20 eggs 27*6 x 20*5 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnosu. See Key to the Subspecies. Diffen from simiUimvr (1755) 
in being darker. 

MEASURfiSIZNTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Toil 

(from kkull) 

cfcP I20-I24 25-28 1 / 96-100 mm 

9 9 119-122 26-28 J \ 93-98 m.n 

(SA) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. In'i dark brown cj-c-n'm orange-yellow. BiH. 1^ 
and feet orange-yellow. 
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1757. Ceylon Blackbird. Tttrdus mmila ktnnisii (Kclaart) 

Menile Kvtnisii Kclaart m Blyth, 1851, Jour. Astat. Soc. Bengal 20: 177 
(Kc\s'cra EUa) 

Baker, EBl No. 567, Vol. 2: 126 
Plate 92, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Ao/u kurulla (Sinhala); Kori-kuruvi (Tamil). 

SIZE- Myna ± ; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark staly thrush with orange bill, eye-rim and 
legs. Sexes alike. 

On a casual glimpse may be confused with Black Bulbul, Hjpsipetfs m, 
humii (1150), but the laiteris slimmer build together with markc^y forked 
tail and coral-red bill and legs distinctive. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to seasonal move- 
ments; plentiful but locally distributed. The hilk ofSri Lanka above c. 900 m, 
becoming more common in the higher parts of its range. Affects forest and 
well-wooded tea estates and gardens. 

OENERAl- HABITS. As III 1753, q.V. 

FOOD. Insects and berries, especially of nillu (SUobUanthes ) ; also fldwcr- 
nectar. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a much reduced blackbird-Iikc scries of chuckles 
and whistles (SDR) usually delivered from the top of a tree. Other notes as 
in 1753. 

BREEDING. SeosoTi, iwo pcHods, the first beginning second half of March, 
sometimes February, and lasting till May; the second between August and 
November. J^est and tggs (c/2, occasionally 3) as in 1753. Average size of 
14 eggs 26*6 X 20-6 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Plumage, including crown, entirely dark slaty. Female very 
similar but has the underparts slightly duller and more sullied with brown. 

Differentiated from Indian races of TutHus menla by smaller size and the greater 
amount of slaty blue in the plumage. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'd' 104-119 \ r 31-33 85-100 mm 

9 9 105-116/ ' 1 30-33 81-92 mm 

(mv) 

Weight 2 cj’ri' 66, 67 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bro^vn. Bill o* 9 orangC'yello>s'. Legs and feet 
orangc-\ cllow (ri*), dull orange-yellow (9). 

Turdus rubrocanus Hodgson 
Key to the Subspecies 


Paler; head pale grey '..T. r. rubrocanus 

Darker; head brownish grey T. r. gouldii 
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& Fleming, 1957, HrWiarw, Zool., 41(1): 162). Two records from Sikkim, 
January and May (Biswas, Stevens) ; none from Bhutan, Arunachal Pradesh 
or southeastern Tibet. Breeds between 2100 and 3000 ra, locally down to 
1500 m (hfurrec) or up to 3200 m (Garhwal), Winters (October to March) 
between 1200 and 2600 m, occasionally down to the foothills (Kohat) ; also 
recorded in Nsintcr from the Garo Hills (God>vin-Austcn) and Gachar 
(Baker, ssp.?). Affects forest, especially fir and horse-chestnut; more open 
countr)' and orchards in winter, 

GENERAL HABITS. Shy, quict and unobtrusive. Keeps singly or in p^xs 
in the breeding season, in small flocks thereafter, sometimes congregating' 
in large flocks with T. r. airogularis, T. boulboul and T. albocinctus. 

food; Insects and berries (of holly etc,). Also visits rhododendron 
blossoms for nectar (GD). 

VOICE and calls. Song recalls Song Thrush’s [Turdus phUomelos) but is 
less sustained; rendered yea-'bre, yee^bre, yee-bre — diddiyit, diddiyit, diddiyit — 
yip-bru, yip^bru (hlagrath); usually uttered from the top of a tree. * A really 
fine songster, perhaps the best in the thrush family in India, not excepting 
T. boulboul * (BBO). Call-note, a blackbird-Uke chuckle. 

breeding. Season ^ April to end of July. AVrl, a cup of moss, t\rigs, roots 
and dead leaves lined ssith grass, rootlets or pine needles; a considerable 
quantity of mud is generally present immediately under the lining; the 
majority of nests placed betAveen two and three metres above the ground in 
saplings, or resting agmnst a tree-trunk in a tangle of outgrowing branches; 
many also built on rock ledges, in banks, or among the roots of a fallen 
tree, occasionally in holes in rocks or gnarled tree-trunks. Eggs, 2 to 4, 
more commonly 3, light green covered wth reddish browm spots and 
blotches; sirmlar to eggs of T. memla but more boldly blotched. Average 
size of 50 eggs 30-6 x 21-6 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Fini-yrar males have browTier wings, primaiy-coverts and tail. 

Young (juvenile). Head and sides of neck ochraccous brown >vith faint paler 
centres. Rest of upperparts, lesser, median and greater co^-erts chestnut-brown with 
dark tips, faint pale centres on mantle and ochraccous streaks on co%-crts. Chin and 
throat cream edged with brown at the sides. Underparts brown with ochraccous 
centres and blackish tips (rnorc marked in male than in female). Belly albescent. 
Posljuvenal moult of body-feathers, lesser, median and (?) greater cos-erts. 

NEASirREMENTS 

^Ving Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'd' 135-144 (1) 30 33 110 mm 

9 9 132-135 — — ~ mm 

(BB, MD) 

We^t 2 d'd' (October) 84-6, 99-7 g (RAP). 

coLOtJRS or BARE PARTS. Irts brown: c>-c-rim >-elIow. Bill ^-cllow. Legs and 
feet dusky ydlow. 
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1758. Western Greyheaded Thrush- Turdus nthrocanus nihrocanus 
G.R.Gniy 

Morula caslarja Goxtid, 1835, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 185 (Himalayas) 

UK Turdus castenrus Muller, 1776 

T.(BrJw) ruhroeamis Hodgson tn Gray, 1844, Zool. Mlsc.: 83 (Nepal), rjm. rtud, 
Tmdus rubrocanus * Hodgs. * = G. R. Gray tn J. E. Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Bds. 
Nepal: 81 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 572, Vol. 2: 132 
Plate 92, &g. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. H'ch kustuT (Kashmir) ; Lai kastma (Hindi). 

SIZE. -Myna -f- ; length c. 27 cm (11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. ’ Male. Abovt, head and neck creamy grey paling to 
whitish on nape; rest of upperparts chestnut. Wings and tail bbekish. 
Below, throat and upper breast whitish; upper belly and flanks chestnut; 
centre of belly whitbh, sometimes w'ith dusky spots; under tail-covens 
blackish \vilh broad white shaft-streaks. 

Female much duller: head darker and browmish; chestnut paler and 
margined below tvith pale grcjish. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, fairly common. The Himalayas from the Safed Koh, Murrcc and 
Ladal^ cast at least to Nepal Valley (Proud, 1955, JBNHS 53: 61; Rand 


Turdus rubrocanus 



mmill) niinMum/j (1758). Breeding ESH rubrocanus. y/lnier 
gouldti (1759). Breeding 1 %^ gduWit. Winter 

I ^ t gouldu. Isolated winter records 
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1 759. Eastern Greyheaded Thmsh« Turdus rubroeanus gouldti (Verreaux) 

Merula Gouldii Verreaux, 1871, Nouv. Arch. Mus. Hist. Nat. Paris 6: 34 
(Setchuan occidental » Paohing) 

Baker, FBI No. 573, Vol. 2: 133 
Plate 92, fig. 17 

LOCAL nasie. Chiama gunka [Tibetan). 

SIZE. Myna + ; length c. 27 cm (11 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, As in 1 758, q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Occasional or possibly regular 
winter visitor: common in the Burmese Naga hilk. Has straggled to North 
Lakhimpur (once) and Nepal (once). Recorded in the Khasi and Cachar 
hUU (Baker, ssp.?). 

Exiralirmtal. Breeds in the mountains of western China and eastern 
Tibet. A svintcr visitor to southeastern Tibet and northern Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in L758. 

FOOD. Stomachs examined contained ants, beetles, grasshoppers, larvae 
and pupae, pond-snails, berries and seeds (Stanford). 

VOICE and calls. As in 1758. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from rubrocarms (1758) in being darker. Whole head 
dark smoke-grey; choinui of back not so deep, more rusty; centre of belly less 
W'hitish. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Tail 

cTP 137-14B 104-106 mm 

(Baker) 

CX>LOUR5 OF BARE PARTS. As in 1758. 

1760. Kessler’s Thrush. Turdus hssleri Przcv'alski 

Turdus Ktsslrri Przevalski, 1876, Mongol, i Strana Tangut 2: 62, pi. x (Kansu) 
Baker. FBI No. 575, Vol. 2; 134 
Plate 92. fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES. None rccorded- 

siZE, Myna -f- ; length c. 27 cm ( 1 1 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. A large, striking black-and-tan thrush with 
yellow bill. Above, head, nape and upper back black; scapulart rufous 
brown; centre of back whitish buff changing to rufous-brown on rump and 
upper taB-coverts. Wings and Tail black- Below, throat and breast black. 
Upper belly whitish buff changing to chestnut on lower parts. Under tail- 
coverts black margined wTih chesmut. 

Female. Above, head, nape, upper back, wongs and tail dark brown; 
scapulars and back gre>'-brown, rump tinged with tawny. Below, tfiroat, 
upper breast and sides of head dark brovi-n, the car-coverts wTth pale shaft- 
streaks. Rest of underparts grey-brown tinged with tawny on belly. 

STATLT, DISTRIBUTION ' and HABITAT. A uragglcr or irregular winter 
vkitor to the eastern Himalayas. One record: a party of four at Changu, 
3700 m, Sikkim, 21 December (Meinertzhagen, Ibis 1927: 577). Aipeomen 
obtained b^* MandcUi in Tibet elese to the Sikkim border, c. 2700 rn,*in 
November. Might occur in winter in northern Bhutan or northern Arunachal 
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Pradesh. In winter affects low scrub, espedaUy- juniper, and cultivated- 

i5ddj. 

Extrolimital. Breeds in castcra-Tibet and western China, in low rhodo- ' 
dendron and nilJow scrub aboy^ timber-line between 3600 and 4500 m, 
mostly above 40Q0 m, in roc]^ country.- In winter down to c. 2100 m. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in flocfcs in winter, often in company with 
Turdus TuJicoUis and T. naumanm'.r Pairing takes place in May but the birds 
do^ not entirely lose their sociable habits even during the breeding season. 
Flies low over the ground with ten to fifteen wing-strokes alternated with 
short glides. 

FOOD. In winter chiefly jumper berries (Schafer). 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note, a loud, harsh chuckle similar to that of 
T1 albocinctus; call-note, a soft dug dug. Song rarely heard, composed of 
short phrases renunbeent of T. visdvbrus (Schafer). 

BREEDINO. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. 

Young. Above. Grown and upper back dark brown with pale shaft-streaks; 
scapulars, back and rump whitish barred with dark brown; wing-coverts tipped 
with whitish, the lesser and median with pale shaft-streaks. Wings and tall dark 
brown. Below. Throat and breast whitish buff heavily spotted with dark brown- 
belly buff barred with dark brown; under tail-coverts dark brown edged with 
buff. 


MEASUREMENTS 



IVing 

Bill 

(from skuK) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

1 (? 

155 

26 

36 

125 mm 

1 p 

150 

25 

35 

118 mm 
(MD) 

8 ci’ri' 

153-163 

25-27 

34-38 

c. 1^30~~140 mm 


(Hartcrt) 

COLOURS OF RARE PARTS. Iris bfOAvn. Bill (atid probably eye-rim) yellow (o'), 
yellowish brown (9), Legs and feet brown. 


V 1761. Fea’s Thrush. Turdtisjeai (Salvador!) 

Aferu/a Beat Salvador!, 1887, Ann, Mus. Civ. Genova (2) S; 514 
(Multyit Ml., Tenassetim) 

Turdus sub/iaWdus Horae, 18B8, Stray Feathers ll: 132 (Eastern hills, Manipur) 
Baker, FBI No. 583, Vol. 2: 143 
Plate 92, fig. 14 

LOCAL NAME, Dookatjodi (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna ; length c. 23 cm (9 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, Male, Abovg^ russct brown. A narrow white super- 
ciUum. Lores black, a white spot under the eye. Below, throat, sides of head 
and upper breast grey more or less suffused with a rusty hue; rest of under- 
parts white, under taU-covcris with broad grey-brown margins. 

Female. Aioue, like male. Below, chin and throat white speckled wiili 
brown, and grey of male replaced by fulvous grey. 
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STATUS, msTRiBUT/ON and HABtTAT. Winter visitor, * not rare ' in 
Nagaland and Manipur eastern hills (Hume, Codwin-Austen). Abo 
recorded in Shillong and Cherrapunji (Godwin-Ausfcn) and prohablv 
North Cachar (Baker, JBNHS 9: 137). Frequents the hills above r. 1500 m 

Extralimital. Breeds in China (Hopeh, nortli of Peking); winicts h 
Burma. 

migration. Arrives in winter quarters at the end of October (fini date 
21 Oct.); remains until early April. 

GENERAL HABITS. In Winter keeps in 'flocks, often in company with 
T. ohscurus. 

FOOD. Insects and berries. 

VOICE and Calls. Unrecorded. 

breeding. Extralimital. .. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. 

>rEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsul 

Tail 


(from gape) 



127 

25 

33 

94 mm 

119, 121 

24, 25 

30 

89, 91 mm 


(Hume) 

colours of bare parts. Iris brown. Bill blackish brown, yellow’-bro\vn at 
gape and on base of lower mandible. Legs and feet brownish yellow. 

1762. Darlc Thrush* Turdus cbscurus Gmtdin 

Tmdiu ebsetmu Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat 1 ; 816 (Siberia « Lake Baikal) 
Mmda svhohscurus SaJvadori, 1889, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova (2) 7: 413 (Karen Hilb) 
Baker. FBI Nos. 581 and 582, Vol. 2: HI, 142 
Plate 93, fig. H 

local name. Daakat gashim (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna I length c. 23 cm (9 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc. Above, ollvc-brown, greyer on nape and 
sides of head- A broad white supcrcilium. Lores black. A white spot under 
the eye. Below, cfiin white, throat slaty grey. Breast and Banks pale fulvous 
brown or day colour. Belly white; under tail-covcrts white, edged brown 
at base. 

Female. Like male but throat white streaked with broirii. Ear- 
coverts paler, streaked witJi white. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HADiTAT. Common winter visitor to Megha- 
laya, Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram; also most parts of Bangladcsb/ift 
R^hid. Recorded also in the Arunachal foothills (Stevens) and Sikkim 
(once, Mandelli). Has straggled to Bclgaum (March), Nepal c. 2300 m 
(18 May), and South Andaman Island (March), Affects open forest. 

Extralimilal. Breeds in Siberia from the Ycniscy to Kamchatka and 
Japan. 'Wintejs in Taiwan, southern China and the Indochinese countries. 

MidRATiON. Arrives in winter quarters in October (earliest date 15), 
remains until April (latest date 30). 

GENERAL HABITS. In ivintcr keeps in flocks of considerable size, some- 
times in company ivith T. r. rujicollii'and T.- r. alrogulnris, but unlike them 
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docs not venture into open country^, as a rule keeping to forest. Feeds mostly 
on the ground — aUo on berry-laden shrubs — in the mornings and 
evenings, resting in shady trees during the day. 

FOOD. Insects and larvae, snails, berries and vegetable matter, 

VOICE and calls. Soft pleasant notes, very like Blackthroated Thrush’s 
(1763), uttered while feeding. When approached, the birds fly swiftly up 
into a nearby tree with a whirr of wings, uttering a thin, pipit-like dp-Ztp. 

^BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Diaci^osis. See Field Characters. 

Young (immature). Upperparts, lesser 'and median coverts much as in adult, 
but all feathers with ochraceous central streaks, most marked on mantle and scapulars 
which have darker tips; car-coverts ochraceous with dark tips. Rest of wings, and 
tail, much as adult. Underparts white, suffused with fulvous on breast and flanks, 
all feathers, except on belly and under tail-covcrts, with dark brown ends, heaviest 
on breast. Postjuvcnal moult of body, lesser, median and part of greater coverts 
(Whistler, MSS,). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

tt 21-23 31-33 84-91 mm 

(wing Dementiev, rest Hartcrt) 

Weight 9 efri* (winter) 65-80; 899 (winter) 59-75 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Ifis brown. Bill: upper mandible brown, lower 
yellow at base. Legs and feet yellowish brown to dark fleshy brown. 

Turdus ruficollis Pallas 
Key to the Subspecies 

ITiroal black T.r. atrogulens cT 

.. Throat whitish streaked with black T. r. atrogvleris 9 

Throat chestnut T.r. rvJicoUis ^ 

Throat whitish irith a rusty tinge T. r. ruJieoUh 9 

1763. Blacirthroated Thrnsh. Turdui rufintlis alrogu/aru Jarociii 

Tatitis cingaUns JarocU, 1819, Spa. Platfiw KriSI. Warazawa: 14 (PoLand) 
Baker, FBI No. 578, Vol. 2; 137 . 

Plate 93, fig. 13 

IXJCAI. NAIES.- Il'oodo foV/or (Kashmir); Chachar (Nopal); Marh-rrfdu! (Bengali); 
Daakat gojftim (Cachari). 

SIZE. M)na ± ; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). , . . . , 

fieu) characters. Male. Atove, grey-hrow-n slightly spotted with ^rlc 
•brosvn on crown and nape. Lores and a short supercilium black. Ear- 
coverts grey-brown, sides of neck black. Bchm, throat and breast black (in 
w'inter svith whitish fringes). Rest of underparts white, , u- • t. 

Female riioiv, brown. Behm, throat streaked dark brotvn and wlatjsb. 
A broad breast-band blackish with whitish fringes. Rest of underparts 
svhitc, upper belly and sideswith a few pale brown streaks. 


Turdus ruficoUis otroeuJoris 



Main winter range 


'i I Extreme winter extenuon 


STATUS -DKTBiDunos and HAmTAT. Abundant winter visitor.* Pakbun 
•om N.W.F.P. through Baluchistan to the Makran Coast, and Sind; tl^ 
limalaya-s and adjacent plains from ibc Indus Valley and Gilgit cast^rd 
iirough Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunadial Pradesh; Nagaland, Mani- 
ur> Assam and Bangladesh. In the Himalayas generally found up to e. 
000 m, in Nepal to 3B00 m and in Sikkim up to 4200 m. Extension into the 
lains governed by weather conditions. May occur fairly often south lo 
hang, Ludhiana, Bharaipur (Rajasilian — SA).and Gorakhpur. Has been 
rcoMcd as far south as lat. c. 2rN. (Nasirabad, Schore, Raipur and 
ambaJpur); once in Kutch (Jakhau, SA). Affects cuUivauon, grasry 
opes, edges of forest, sparsely scrubbed fallow land, stubble field* an 

Breeds in eastern Russia and eastward through the Siberian 
ilga to the Ycniscy. For details sec Vauric, 1959, 2: 396-7. t \ , 

stiCRATfON. Arrives mostly in October (earliest date 9 Stptcm ) * 
igh elevations, descending as the weather gets colder to the 
nd plains where it is most plentiful between January and ^ 

arendy arriva in the central Himalayat from either of both the 
lit a, it rcacho Nepal rather late in November or Decem^r. i 
ary greatly from year to year am! from month to month, ^ . 

•eatlfer conditions and food supply. Norftward "■‘Sf''*™, 
laroh-April. a few hirdt remaning until the verj 

lay. Southward migration from breeding groundi u ap[>a y 

• AUfgnl brmiiii, in Murrre hilb and SrUim hat not lulnluilUtol by V 

ivenigalions. 
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leisurely whereas spring migration seems to take place hurri^Iy (cf. 
Dicssclhorst, 1968). 

CEKERAL HABITS. A highly gregarious species usually seen in loose flocks 
of 3 to 30 individuals, or up to 50 before their spring departure. Progresses 
on the ground m long hops when feeding, flying up into high trees when 
disturbed. Also picks berries on bushes and trees. Roosts in company in 
dcnsc'foHagcd trees. Consorts freely svith other thrushes in large flo^. 

FOOD. Insects — grasshoppers, beetles, caterpillars and grubs, white 
ants, etc.; also earthworms, snails, fruit and berries (bn drupes — ^zjpkus, 
scarlet berries of a and hips and haws recorded), and flow'er- 

ncctar. ‘ 

VOICE and calls. Call-note similar to that of the Song Thrush or Red- 
wing (a thin seee). Alarm, chuckle like that of a Blackbird but much softer; 
a throaty whick^which-whxch (SA). 

BREEDiKc. Extralimital. However, specimens (cf 9 ) collected in Nepal 
bctw’ccn 20 March and 17 April had mature gonads (Bisivas, JBNHS 58: 
677). 

^fl;sEUH Diagnosis. See Field Qiaracicrs. 

Hrst-wintcr male like adult but black replaced by dark brown with white baaes 
and longer white fringes gmng a mottled appearance. There is much variation, 
some birds ha\*ing the centre of chin and throat more or less white streaked with 
brown and being indistinguishable from female. Outer greater coverts with small 
pale tips to outer web (Whistler, MSS.). 

KEASUREMENTS 

BUI Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

22-25 32-35 89-184 mm 

(wing by Dcmentie\% rest BB, SA) 

Weights cfcf (OcL-AprU) 71 •1-94-2; 6 9 9 (Oct.-ApriI) 72-96 g (RAP, 
Paludan). 21 c? 9 {Nov.-Ma-.) 57-94 (av. 77- 1) g — SA 

colours of bare parts. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible dark homy* 
with 'y-cllow on gape and sides; lower mandible ycUow with dark homy tip. Legs 
ycllovk’ish- or brownish grey with dusky front, or yellowish grey to homy brown; 
claws dark homy; soles white. 

1764. Redthroated Thrush. Turdus njicollis rufirollis Pallas 

Ttadas tuJicoUis Pallas, 1 776, Rcise Russ. Tlciclis 3 ; 694 (Dauria) 

Baker, FBI No. 577, VoL 2; 136 
Plate 93, tig. 12 

LOCAL NAUE. JJookat gajao (Cachari). Sec also 1763. 

SIZE. Myna i ; length c. 25 cm (10 in.). 

FIELD characters. Male. As in 1763 but black of throat and super- 
cUium replaced by chestnut, and tail rufous c.xccpt central rectrices. In 
SNinter the chestnut feathers arc fringed with whitish. 

Female as male but chestnut paler and much mottled with white and 
more or less heavily spotted ^vith black. Very variable. Some have throat 
and breast cream uiih a rusty tinge and no spots on breast; others have 
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pectoral spots and a rusty tinge throughout; all have a mourtachial line of 
dark brown spots. 

The rufous outer rcctriccs distinguish both sexes from aU other members 
of the genus, including the Blackthroatcd Thrush. 

STATUS, DisTTUBimON* and HABITAT. Wintcf vbiior to the Himalayas 
from N.W.F.P. castw'ard through Nepal (specimens in British Mus.; also 
Fleming &. Traylor, 1964: 547), Sikkim, Bhutan and AninadiaJ Pradesh; 
the plains of the Brahmaputra, the Garo and Khasi hills, Bangladesh, 
Nag^nd and Manipur. Common in the east, occasional west of Sikkim. 
Habitat as in 1763. 

Extraiimiial. Breeds in Siberia in the Lake Baikal region, interpuding 
wiili ctro^aris in the Altai and Sa>’an Mis. IVintcrs cast through south- 
eastern Tibet, Burma and northern Yunnan. 

MiciLATiox. As in 1763. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in BUckthroatcd Thrush (1763) 
with which it often consorts, associating freely also ^vith T. micoloTt T. 
chsevrus and other thrushes in large flocks. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Ml-seum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Inicrmediaics between this form and 
ctroguiaris occur, apparently more often in the western Himala>*as (cL MeinertEbagen, 
Ufs 1927: 576), 

measvremevts 

Wing Bill Tamis Tail 

(from skull) 

tt 22-23 3«5 93-106 mm 

(wing by Dcmcntic\', rest SA) 

Weight 2 if <f (summer) 76-3, 78*5; 1 9 (summer) 63 g (Dementiev). 1 9 
(Mar.) 79g — SA I o? (Dee.) 77 g~SB. 

coLOL*RS OF BARE PARTS. Ifii dark brown. Bill: upper mandible black, lower 
basally dark yellow, distally black. Legs and feet brmvnish ^xHow (<?), grc\*wh 
brown ( 9 ). 

1763. Dusky Thrush. Turdus naumasun emomus Temminck 

Turdtts evnojtnis Temminck, IB3I, PL Col. 5, li^T. 87, pL 514 (Japan) 

Baker, FBI No. 574, VoL 2: 133 
. Plate 93. frg. 9 

LOCAL NAXiE. Dookot (Cachafi). 

size. Myna ± ; length c. 23 cm (9 J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark thiush with conspicuous svhite superciiium, 
rufous wings and squamalcd breasL 

Male. Abort, crown, nape and upper back blackish brown with rufous- 
brown margins; rump more rufous. A long wWtish superciliuin. A large 
blackish car-patch. \Vmgs rufous. Tail blackish. Behw, throat and sides of 
neck cream colour with a feiv dark malar specks. Breast and flanks bbcJdsh 
broum with broad >vhite margins giving a scaly aspect. Centre of belly 
white. Under wing-coverts rufous chestnut, rest of undenWng pale 
rufous. 


4Ving 

tf cf 127-143 \ 

9 9 125-138 / 
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Female- Abort, crown, ear-coverts and back grey-brown becoming more 
rufoas-brm%'n on rump. ^Ving rufous as in male. Throat and sides of neck 
pale cream speckled with dark brown, especially on the sides. Breast and 
flanks whitish with scalc-Ukc chestnut markings. Centre of belly white. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. IiTcgular winter visitor, rare in the 
western Himala^iis, more frequent in Assam. Recorded from Kohat (once 
in April ■ — Ibis 1909: 222), Lahore, 12 January (J. R. S. Holmes fde T, J. 
Roberts pers. comm.), central Nepal (large flocks in winter and spring — 
Proud, JBNHS 48: 703), the Dafla ffiUs, Dibrugarh, Barail Range and 
Khasi Hills (SF 11: 130) and North Cachar (JBNHS 9: 136). Recorded 
between 900 and 3000 m. Affects open fields and grasslands, and thinly 
wooded country. 

Rxlralimital. Breeds in Siberia from the Yeniscy river to Kamchatka. 
Winters in southeastern Asia from Japan and Hopeh south to Taiwan, 
northern Burma and Yunnan. 

HiGR-NTiON. Appears to arrive rather late in autumn (earliest 14 Novem- 
ber) or even in mid- winter. Last date 18 April. 

GENERAL HABITS. In wintCT usually keeps in flocks. Feeds mostly on the 
ground- 

FOOD. Insects, snails, berries. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note a rapid krtrtg. Call-note, a starling-like 
spirr. Aho iackiacktacUack when going to roost. 

BREEDING. ExtraUmitaL 


Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. 


MFASl*RE>fE.VTS 


Wing 

<f <f 124-134 

9 9 121-133 / 


Tail 

95-98 mm 


(Dcmcniicv) 

Bill (from skuU) 24-25; Uinus 32-33 mm (MD) 

^Vc^qbt 3 cf o’ 78-106; 2 9 9 87, 88 g (Dementiev). 

COLOURS OF bare PARIS. Ifts brown. Bill blaekbh brown, yellow at base of 
Im%cT mandible. Legs and feet bros^■n. 


1766. Fieldfare. Tordur /:7crij Linnaeus 

Todsa pilorU linnaens, 1758, Sn’sL NaL, ed. 10, 1 : 168 (Europa «= Sweden) 
B^cr, FBI No. 593, VoL 2: 155 
PUte 93, frg. 15 

local names. None rccorded- 

stZE. M^ma -i- ; length c. 27 cm (11 in.). 

HELD aiARACTERS, Abort, head, nape* and car-co\*crts grey; a few* blade 
streaks on crown. Back smoky brown ; rump grc>*. T^ dark brown. Btlaic, 
ibmat and breast rusty buff with dark b^o^vn streaks. Flanks squamated 
'riih dark brmvn. Centre of belly %vbitish. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. AcddcntaL One record (undated) 
Saharanpur, U.P. (an error in the locality is however not to be 
excluded). Affects open Adds and orchards. 


ExtrcHmitcl. Breeds from Scandinavia and central Europe cast to the 
Lena river. Winters to the Mediterranean countries, Asia Minor, northern 
Iran and Russian Turkestan. 

GENERAL HABITS. A gTcgarious thrush keeping in large flocks m >vintcr, 
even nesting in loose colonics. Feeds mostly on the ground, fl>’ing into trees 
when disturbed. 

FOOD. Insects, fruit and berries. 

VOICE and calls. Usual note, a characteristic, loud chak^ekak-ehak. 

BREEDING. ExtraiiDutaL 

MusEint Diagnosis. Sec Fidd Characten. 


MEASUREMEKT 3 

iVing 

cf cf 137-153 \ 

9 9 133-148 / 


Tail 

110-115 mm 


(Demen lies') 

BUI (from skull) c. 25 ; tarsus c. 35 mm (MD) 

Weight 7 cf cf 86-112; 4 9 9 90-109 g {Dementiev). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris bfown. Bill in winter orangc-ydlow with tips of 
both mandibles blackish brown and most of upper mandible douded with same. 
L»cg5 and feet brown. 


1767. Redwing. Tw’tfia ifiantr LJnnaciis* 

Tttrdur iliattu Linnaeus, 1766, Syn, NaL, ed. 12 : 292 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 594, VoL 2 : 1 56 

PUte 93, fig. 14 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. MjTia ; length c. 22 cm (81 in.). 

FIELD cHARAcrrERS. Aboot, entirely olivc-brov>*n ; a conspicuous buff 
supcrdlium. Btlow, creamy while streaked with dark brown on throat, with 
paler brovkH on breast and upper belly. Flanks, under wing-coverts and 
axillarics rich rufous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Irregular winter visitor? Sight 
records only m Kohat and near Drosh where a bird has been collected for 
identification (Jerdon, Birds of India 1: 532; Perreau, JBNHS 19: 9U; 
Wall, F., ibid. 21 : 617). Affects open forest and fields. 

Extrclirdtel. Breeds in northern Europe and Siberia from Iceland cast 
to the KoI>*ma river. iVinters in western Europe, the hfediterranean 
countries and the hliddlc East. 

GENERAL HAsm. Thosc of flic gcnus. Feeds mostly on the ground, 
fljinginlo trees when disturbed. 

FOOD. Insects and berries. 

VOICE and calls. The only note likely to be heard in winter is a thin 
tsetr. 

BREEPiNO. ExtraliimcaL 

Museum Diagnose. See Field Chantctm. 


* rscstas Lumaeis fcaa been pUced on the OScUl IMex of Rriected aad Isvalid 

N*=jcs (ICZN 20; 199-210, 1959). 
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wbasurembcts 

Wing 

O'O’ 112-124 1 

9 9 108-116/ 

BUI 24 30 

of ^ Cv. 63-3) g (D».«„., 

mandible dark a, .Ip, fl^hy hon,y .TtJ. 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 9 : 133-136 . 


Tail 

r. 80 mm 


1 768. Missel TTmtsh. Turdus Advorus bonapartd Cabani. 

Bormparui Cabanb. 1860, Jour. f. Om. 8: 183 (Himalayas) 

Baker, FBI No. 592, Vol. 2: 154 

Plate 93, fig. 16 

UJOM. «Mre. Ttdml kislSr (Kashmir). 

SEE. Myna + ; length c. 28 cm (12 in.). 

und^™r^,”^'^“' grey-brossn thrush with boldly spotted 
bro«^ flieh^'lb ''-mg-coverts conspicuous in flight. Above, grey- 

brown, fl.ght-fea.heR more or less edged tvi.h white. A pale eyWring. 



marted1w-th^““I!^n°.^"'[ r"“’ buff boldly 

yyiariced tvith roundish dark brown spots. Sexes alike, ^ 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABrrAT. Common resident, subject to 

vcmcai movements. Pafcuten m northern Baluchistan, N.W.F.P., Chitral 

Gilgit and e^tward along the Himalayas to svestem Nepal (Fleming & 

Toon inn® ^^00 m, locally up to 

3900 m (Chitral, Lahul) or down to 1800 m (Kashmir, Simla). Winters 

n 1200 m, oc^ionaUy reaching the foothUIs and adjacent plains 
(Quetta, Punjab Salt Range, Lahore) ; also observed at 3300 m at end of 
November Afiects open forest of fir, deodar, juniper, and pine, sometimes 
muted with oak or buch; also dwarf juniper forest above timber-line. In 
winter ^o open grassy hillsides, edges of forest and hill cultivation. 

hxtrahmilal. Extends to Afghanistan and north through Turkestan to 
the Sajans and the Angara river. The species ranges west to Sweden, the 
British Isles and Morocco. 
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CENERAE iiABrrs. Keeps singly or in pairs during the breedine scivr, 
«TOtmg after the middle of August, flocks of twenty or more th™' 
cominonly seen. Moves on the ground in long hops in seatrh of food. 8,4.1 
up into trees when disturbed. 

FOOD. Insects and larvae, berries. In Europe tltis species is the prindml 
disscmmatmg agent of the mistletoe berries. Pnna.al 

voitm and cai^ Has a loud song given in rapid phrases of 5 or 6 noto, 
generally uttered from the tops of laU trees. Alarm-note, a charactem* 
rattle soimdmg hfcc a sphnter of wood draivn over a comb — or hani 
uMc filing off »<■ Wood Shrike’s {Tephrodomu). A subdued 1 t« 

breedino Se^oa, April to July. AesI, a solid cup of coarse tsrigs w!l 
covered viath lichen and moss vnth a certain amount of clay in the founda- 
tton, hned wrth fine grass and rootlets; placed in saplings or junipen usuaUv 
close to the trunk, sometimes in the lower branches of trees, between Inn 
and five metres above the ground. Egg, 3 to 5, normally 4, pale greenuh 
grey marked over the whole surface with small reddish brown blotches 
mually more numerous towards the larger end. Average site of 50 een' 

33-5 K 23-3 mm (H\V); 3 ^ 
34 5 X 21-8 (BBO). Building of nest and incubation bv both sexn- 
incubation period 14 or 15 da)s. 

Museum Diagnosis, See Fidd Characters. 

Voung. Afore, general colour browner than adult, each feather with a pale 
ochraceous centre, small on head, narrow on rump and large on rest orupperparu, 
all with dark brown fringes. Lesser, median and inner greater coveru with lirgr 
central ochraceous streaks. Below, as adult but spots smaller. Poujiu-mal niouh 
ofbody-rcathem, lesser, median and inner greater coverts. 

MEASUREStESerS 


ri'ti’. 

99 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



162-172 \ 
157-168 / 

f.27 

36-38 

/(I) 116 mm 
X(l) 112 mm 



(HW, 

cnf. ralud.u.) 


Weight 2 (April, July) 107, 125; 3 p 9 (April, June) JOO-I IG g (PAludM). 
COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill dark hn^vn or >clIowbh. Legi 
and feet olive-brown or light ycllowblj brown; claws blackish to oI>ve->-cIlow. 


Family Troc lodytidae : Wren-s 


For dcscripilon sec Baker, E. C. S., 1922, FBI 1; 444; Van Tyne, J. & Berger, 
A. J., 1955: 521 ; Armstrong, E. A., I9C4, ariiclc ‘ Wren ' in Tliomson, A. !>. (ctl-), 
A A'Vie /)iVtt«iflTv of Bmls, London & New York. 


Genus TROCLODyTE.s Virillot 

TroghdjUf Vielllot, 1807, Hist. Nat. Ob. Amer. 2; 52.'Type, by subsequent 
designation, TroghdjUi ctdon Vicilloi 

Bill slender and weak, about lialf the length of the head. Wing XTry short and 
rounded, first primary (as.) about tuo-thlrds the length of second. Tail shorter 
than xving, of 12 reciriccs, slightly graduated. Tanus and claws long and slender. 


WRENS 

" Troglodytes troglodytes (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

. Page , 

A Ihroat ashy grey T. t. magraihi 135 

B Throat sooty brown 

1 Paler T. t. tieglectus I3G 

2 Darker T. t. nipalmsis 137 

1 769. Magrath’s Wren- Troglodytes troglodytes magraihi (Whitehead) 

Anorlhura magrathi Wliiichead, 1907, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl, 21 ; 19 (Safed Koh) 
Baker, FBI No. 460 (part), Vol. 1 : 446 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. SpaiTOw — ; length c. 9 cm (31 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As in 1770, q.v. * 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, fairly common but local. 
The Safed Koh bctxvccn 2500 and 3700 m (WTiitchcad, Ibis 1909: 117). 



HHiliil Dbtribudonal ranges x (1769) 8 R/^/rr.*ai {’1770) 

3 rJpatnsis {iyj\) 4 Fjctralimital races 

Birds from Ziarat, northern Baluchistan (Clirisibon, A. F. P., JBNHS 43: 
481) presumably belong to this subspecies. Affects juniper scrub. 

CE.VERAL HABITS, fOOD and VOICE. As in 1770. 

BREEDING. Unrecorded; probably as in 1770. 

Museum DiACsom. ‘Differs from Wf.Vrfts/ (1770) in bring almost uniform in 
colouring abo\-c, the barring being scarcely perrrptiblc, and in having the lliraat 
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ashy grey’ (Whitehead). *A densely banded race, the banding extending upv.ard 
over the mantle and over the breast, grc)’.brown abow, greyish below with a pale 
throat, not rufous nor smoky * (Vaurie). 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Unrecorded. 


1 770. Kashxair Wren. Troglodytes troglodytes negUelus Brooks 

Troghdjtes negUctvs Brooks, 1872, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 41 : 328 (Kashmir) 
Baker, FBI No. 460, Vol. 1 : 446 
Plate 75. fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccoidcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length r. 9 cm (31 in.). 

HELD aiARACTERS. A diminutive, dark rufous-brown bird witli short, 
erect tail. Abooe^ nifous-browTi narrowly barred with -dark brown on wings, 
lower back- and tail. A pale c>c-ring. neloir, p.ilcr, somewhat whitldi rm 
belly and even more closely barred. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAniTAT. Common resident, subject to vcrtir.il 
movements. The western Himalayas from N.^V.F,P., B.Tltiuan and Ladakh 
east to Garhwal. Breeds between 2700 and 3900 m, locally down to e. 
2400 m (Kashmir). >Vintcrs (October to March) from c. 1200 (occasionally), 
up to at least 3000 m. Alfccts forest of fir, birch or o.Tk, stunted growth on 
boulder-strewn ground, rocky nulkihs and glacier moraines alx>vc tlml>cr* 
line. Partial to piled-stone parapet walls around upland culiivtuion and 
shepherds* encampments. In drier areas keeps generally to the proximity of 
streams. 

Extralirdlal, The spedcs, in numerous gcographic.tl races, ranges wcu 
to Iceland and Morocco, and cast through Clilna to soulljcastcm Silyris, 
'the Aleutian Islands, Alaska and most of temperate North America. 

GENERAL HAmTs. Solitary* and intensely restless. Hops about h'lhely in 
low scnib and amongst boulders, creeping in little jerks and starts in and 
out of crevices and brushwood in search of food, tail aJwa)^ cocked upwanlv- 
^STicn disturbed bobs up and dowu (‘curtseys*) ncrx’ously like a dipp^. 
xvith wings partly droop^, lunung this way and that l>eforc vanhhing in:*’ 
concealment. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. /Uann-nofes t;:f:k-lgiel~t^cL, and a harsh scciding 
Song, a cheery high-pitched, rapid and vibrant jumKc 
notes, somcwliat rcnnnKccnt of that of rhyllaieeput odifiteUt aJ'*' 

astonishingly loud for so small a bird; uttered from inside err.-cr rf from^a. 
exposed situation; given regularly till mid July, resumed about 
(probablv), and freely uttered all winter often in the blr.ikn! juncninding* 

BREEDING. W'H, Ma)* to Jul)'. Sest, a lirge, glohttUr siruciurc vui 
lateral entrance-boV, of most, lichen, juniper bark ttrij^s, grass or 
leaves, depending on locality, lined with rootlets, fine b.TH 
feathers; placed among the roots of upturned trtrs, l^twem jrt, l 
cracks in standing or fallen tret-trunks, in hoUova in b.snks or >/>nv-ntn^ i 
the roof of a derelict stone hut. ^Vben pUred drrp in hntn, the 
usually dispensed will., the neat being merely a Ifwje collrn.^ offT^H a- 
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fcathcn filling ihc back of the cavity; the height \’arics from ground level 
up to nine mctrci or so, most nests being wthin two metres of the ground. 
Eggs^ 4 or 5, sometimes 3 or 6, white with pale rusty red specks, occasionally 
immaculate. Average size of 60 eggs 16*8 x 12‘3 mm (Baker); of 35 ^gs 
17 X I2'5 mm (BBO). 

Museum Diacsoss. ,Hcavfly and densely banded but much darker than 
(1769), smoky brerwn, including the throat; paler than rdpalmsis (1771). 

Young like adult but darker on throat; barring of underparts coarser. 


\Vmg 

Bm 

Tarstis 

Tafl 

o-’9 ■*'-51 

(from feathers) 
f. n 

19-20 

26-30 mm 

Weight 1 c? (Marti:) 8 g (Paludan). 


(Baker) - 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BUI: upper mandible dark brown, 
lower light bTO%>-n. Legs and feet dark browTiish flesh.. 

1771. Nepal Wren- TroglodjUs troglodjUs rdpedmsis Bl>*th 

TrcgledjrUs r.ipalezsis ‘ Hodgson *= Bh*th, 1845, Jour, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 589 
(Nepal) 

Ar.^TihsTa tibetara Walton, 1905, BuU. Brit. Om. Cl. 15: 93 
(Khamba Jong, 'Hbet) 

Troglcdjta troglodytes kuTJsri Biswas, 1955, Bull. Brit Om. Q. 75: 87 
(Thammu, Bhotc Kosi Valley, Khumbu, Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 458, Vol. 1 : 445 


ExtralirrilcI, Adjacent parts of southern Tibet. For range of the species 
see 1770. 

GEKERAi. HAsns and FOOD. As in 1770. 

VOICE and calls. Song as in 1770; said to be similar to, but easily 
recognizable {him that of the European subspecies (Wollaston). 

BREEDING. As in 1770. Avcragc sizc of 17 cggs l-7*4 X 12*7 mm (Baker) 

Museum DiACNOsn. Banding sirmlar to that of reg!eci:is (1770) but general 
coloration darker, sooty brown; the darkest race of the species. 

Young muds darker than adult. 

measurements 



IMng 

Bill 

(from sktii!) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o’ o’ 

50-59 

13-15 

19-20 

30-33 mm 

9 V 

47-53 

13-14 ' 

19-20 

27-31 mm 


(NBK, S.\, Fleming & Traylor) 

Wing'or29 oo? 43-53 mm“(NBK) 

Wdght4o'cf< (summer) 9*5-10 g; 1 $ (.August) 8- 1 g; 12 juv. 8-5-10 g (GD); 
I o’ (Sept.) 1 1 g — SDR; 3 9 9 f^ov.) 8, 8. 8 g — S.\. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1770. 

Family Cinclidae: Dippers 

For description see Baker, E. C. S., 1924, FBI 2; 1 ; Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A. J., 
1959: 520; Hurrcll, H. G., 1964, article - Dipper ’ in Thomson, A. L. (cd.),^ AVx 
DIcticrjny of BirdSy London & Nc^s* York. 


Plate 75, &g. 2 

local nasie. Merd'^pho ^Lepdia). 

SHE. Sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (3| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1770, q.v. 

STATE’S, DBTRiBtrnox and habitat. Gemmon 
resident, subject to vertical mos'cments. The 
Himala^’as from Tchri Garh\s*al eastward through 
Anmachal Pradesh. Breeds between. 3300 and 
X 1 3900 ra (Garhwal), 3000 and 5000 m (Nepal) and 

up to 5500 m in adjacent parts of southern Tibet; 
benveen 2700 and at feast 4700 m in Sikkim, Bhutan and Anmachal. 
Common in winter about 3600 m and observed tip to 4700 m; occasionally 
descends as lotv as 2200 m. Affects rocks and Iwulders in fir, birch and 
rhododendron forest near rimbcr-Unc, juniper and rhododendron sernb 
abot’c timber-line, and boulder-strewn slopes, screes and moraines above 
the dwarf scrub zone. Almost entirely absent in the undergrowth in forest 
such as its European representative commonly patronizes. Here it is replaced 
by Pnoepyga albivenUr (1 198), a spedes with very similar habits. The Nepal 
Wren affects chiefly rocks and boulders ts’hich offer a maze of crevices and 
holes, among -which it loves to creep in and out. Where Pnoepyga does pot 
occur, hotvever, the ^Vren may inhabit undergrotvnh in subalpine conifer 
forest. In also frequents piled-up stone walls in fields and villages, 

banks and rocky beds of streams, fallen tree-trunks in pine forest, and 
occasionally deep forest as well as open stony ridges. 



Genus Cikclus Borkhausen 

Cinelus Borkhausen, 1797, Deutsche Fauna 1 : 300. T)pc, by monot^py, 

C. hrdrephtlKS Borldiausen = .S’ftfrras Cir^liis Linnaeus 
Bill almost as long as head, nanxnv and straight, tip sfightly curv'cd and notched. 
Lower mandible slightly upturned. Nostrils covered b>’ a large membrane. No 
rictal bristles. \Wng short and rounded. Tall very short. Tarsta long, smooth and 
\ erj* strong, >%ith short, strong cla^^•s. 

Cf. Vaurie, C., 195 1 . Jrr^. .tfar. A oriL, No- 1485 : 1 1-15. 


Key to the Species 

Breast ANhite C. ebrehs 

Breast bro\«i C. pellesii 

CiNCLirs CDccxus (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 


Page 
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M2 


A Bdiy while C. r. leurogesler 

B Belly brov^Ti 

1 Upper belly paler C. e. caskrxriensis 

2 WTiole belly darker without pale shading where joining white of 

breast C. c. przfTolskii 


Page 
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1772. Whitebellied Dipper. Cineliis dnclus leurogaster Bonaparte 

Cinriiu Inngxitn * Eversmann * = Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Geu. Av- 1 : 232 
• (West Siberia) 

Baker. FBI No. 478, VoI. 2: 3 
LOCAL >LAM£S. Xonc recorded. 

SEE. M^ma dz j length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1773 but bcllv white {r, chocoIatc-brouTi), 
STATUS, DiSTRiBCTiox and HABITAT. Strugglcr TO Darel Valiev, Gilgit 
(one record in July, spedmen in Bridsli Mus.; cf. SF 10: 262). 


Cinclm emeftn 



Irurcgvler {1772) Eijliljll cashrteririsis (1773) 

przrrvalsJdi (1774) 


Eztralimttcl, Ranges &om northern Afghanistan and the northern slopes 
" the Karakoram Range (Ludlow, Ibis 1933; 454) northeastwards through 
Turkestan and southeastern Siberia to the Sea of Okhotsk. 

CEN’ERAL HAnn5, FOOD and VOICE. .As in 1773. 

DLKC^osts. EasDy distinguished bj* white brily. 
measubz>ie,nts 

'Ving o'oi 80-95; 9 9 79-94 mia.(Demcntic\-) 

Wright 299 (July, SepL) 41, 50 g (Paludan). 
roLCUM OF BARE PARTS. As in 1773, 


140 CINCLIDAE 

1773. Whitehreasted Dipper. Cinelus cinelus caskmmensis Gould 
Chdus cashr'^evis Gould, I860, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 494 (Kashmir) 
Baker, FBI No. 477 (part), Vol. 2: 2 
Plate 67, fig. 13 

LOCAL NAsiES. Dunged, CclkcT (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Myna i ; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD characters. A dump)’, stub-tailed, thrush-like bird of rwifi 
Himalayan streams. .45orr, head and upper back chocolate-brown. Rest of 
upperparts slaty’ srith scaly brown markings on back and rump. Befozv, 
throat and breast -white. Belly chocolate-brown with faint -white tips to the 
feathers. Sexes aUkc- 

Colour scheme provides perfect camouflage against bac^roimd of rocks 
and rushing •vs’ater, both at rest and in flight. 

status, DisTRiBunox and HABrr.vr. Common resident north of the main 
range, scarce on the southern aspect. The Himalayas from the Kagan 
Valley, Gilgit, T.adakh and Himachal Pradesh eastward to Sikkim. 
Recoded only from Langtang Khola, c. 3500 m in Nepal (Polunin, 
JBXHS 52: 895) where Cinslas pallasii (1775) ascends to nearly 5000 m; 
it is howcA’cr common in adjacent Tibet (Mt Everest region. Ibis 1922; 506). 
Breeds between 3000 and 4800 m and up to 5100 m in southern Tibet, and 
possibly’ at losver elcs’ations in Kashmir exceptionally’: a sj>ecimcn collected 
at c. 2000 m near Gund, Sind Valley on 6 April (McmcrtzJia^n) and eggs 
said by’ Bal;cr {Kuiifxation 1 : 437) to have been obtained by A. E. Ward 
* close to Srinagar, 1500 m’ on 5 April, but doubtfully authentic {tide HNV). 
Some birds drift downw’ards in winter but rarely below 2400 m. -Affects 
swift-flowing streams and torrents, chiefly’ in the Tibetan fades ; also glacial 
lakes and tarns even though partially frozen. Prefers smaller streams than 
C. pallcsHy which it replaces at higher elevations*, ho’^.’ever the two spedes 
may* occasionally be seen on the same %vatercourses where their altitudinal 
ranges overlap, 

Extrclirrital. Adjacent parts of southern Tibet. The spedes ranges in the 
mountains of the Middle East, "Morocco, Europe, the Ural Mts., central 
Asia (JeucogasteTy 1772) and western China, 

GENERAL HABITS, Solitary or in widely separated pairs according to the 
season- Very territoriaL Feeds mostly by* plunging from a rock amid astream 
into the icy’ water, swimming against the stsift current with the help of its 
wings and w*alHiig on the bottom, remaining submerged for a half-minute 
or more. On emerging floats like a bobbing cork on the surface, sometimes 
whirled round like a coracle by* the rushing ctirrent. Jumps on to a stone, 
shakes off the water from its plumage and resumes its nervous bowing and 
curtseying — partly flexing and stretching its legs, jerHly turning its head 
fiam side to tide and cocking its stub taiL Flight direct and swift, with 
rapid quivering wing-beats low ot-cr water, folio^%'ing bends of str eams or 
coasting bet^veen the larger boulders, only* making a detour overland to 
aroid an intruder. On alighting usually dips in water close to a boulder and 
swims up to it- A bird has been observed feeding in a hole in the snow under 
-which a stream flowed. 

Displi^. * . . . The male nearby stood with its head pointing straight 
upwards so as to show the white throat and breast to their full extent. He 
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5<o«J high on fti them rathrr apart, and the taU waj nartlv 

W ^trawatdt. Both wingt were stretched out and whh^ 

patch conMuaUy towards her. Occas:onaUy,he varied 
^e display by t^g ^c axts of his body paraUel to the ground, stiU'with 
the wings whimng ’ (Whistler, hfS.). 

rooD. Chiefly aquatic insects and their Jarvae, 

VOICE and cisnu A shriil *r*V, dcr&V uttered in flight. Has a wren-like 
^gh-pitched piercing and lively song in the breeding season. 0 ^ 2 ^ 
also on cold but sunny ^vintcr days. ^ 

MEEniNC. Scmca, AptU to July. Airt, a large globular structure usuaUy 
made of moss, hned svith fine grass or dead leaves and looking Ukc a nature 
acci^ulaiion of flotsam debris; placed in banks overhan^g svate^ fc 

w'lmr^E sT^ ?>!<= “rro^ks forming an islet luddst rushing 

water. £^s, 4 or 5 long pointed ovals, pure white. Average size of 50 eg® 
25-9 X 18-5 mm (Baker); of 8 eggs 26-1 x 18*8mm(BBO). 

MUffiw, Dmohosis. See Key to the Subspecies. A rare colour phase occum 

i” a c? brown CswArfur ’) [two records from 

Ladakh; more common in 50 utheastcm Tibet]. 

Young, dioff, slaty svith dark brown tips to feathers. All flight-feathers and 
TOtnca tipped with while. Ae/ete, whitish, the feathers finely ripped with vtev 
Postjuvenal moult of body-feathers. lesser, median and inner greater coverts 
MEASuaEMENlS 

Wing Tarsus Tail 

ePP BO-m 27-23 48-56 mm 

Bill from skull 3 dsos 3 9 9 22 mm (MD; (Baker) 

OOWUES or BARE PARTS. Iris pale brown. Bill dark brown to blackish brown. 
Legs leaden in front, dark browm behind; toes leaden, soles pale greyish (Abbott) 
Gape of nestling lemon- to sulphur-ycllow (SA). 


1 774. Eastern Whitebreasted JMpper. Cirulus cinclut ftrzmfaUkS Bianchi 

Cincltis prztwcUkii Bianchi^ 1905, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 15: 91 
(Den-chu, basin of the Yangtse-kiang) 

Cirulus cirulus beieki Meise, 1928, Ora. Monatsb. 36: 138 
(Desen-Iaka, South Tatung Range) 

Baker, FBI No. 477 (part), Vol. 2: 2 
LOCAL NAUE. Daodui-di (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna ± ; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1773, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. CommoD resident. N. Bhutan 
southeastern Tibet and presumably Arunachal Pradesh (recorded at Lo La 
and Bimbi La on the border) in Tibetan fades. Breeds above c, 3600 m, 
up to 4700 m. Winters dovm to e. 2000 m in Tibet, 2700 m in Bhutan! 
Habitat as in 1773. 

The mountains of western China and eastern Tibet north 

to Kansu. 


CINCLIDAE 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1 773 
BREEDZNO. As in 1773. 

Mtouu DlAososts. See Key to the Subspedcs. The dsA-Wsltd colour rhu- 
{ soratdus ) scorn to be common in Tibet (Ludlow, this 1937; 262). * 

MEASUREMENTS 

IVing 3 (fa’ 88-93 mm (NBK) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1773. 


CiNCLus PALLAsii Tcmminck 


Paler. . 
Darker. 


Key to the Subspecies 

.C. p, ifrrvinftrii 

C. p. tfcrjri 


1775. West Bin^ayan Brown Dipper. Ciwliii pclleji! Umenutm 
Bonaparte 

Cirulus iemdrostris ‘ Gould ’= Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen, Av. I ; 252 (eeninl Asa, 
restricted to the Himalaj-as, Simla-AImora area, by Riplc)-, 1961, Sj-nopiu: 540) 
Baker, FBI No. 479, Vol. 2 : 4 

Plate 67, Bg. 14 

LOCAL NAMES. CalkoT (Kashmir); }^amhcng.i:ftTTtnk (tepcha). 

SIZE. Myna ± ; length e, 20 cm (8 in.). 

J7ELD CHARACTERS. A squaf, stuh’tallcd diocolafc-bronn thnah’lilc 
bird of dear rocky mountain streams, wih 
a conspicuous white eye-ring. Sc-^cs alike. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Com. 
mon resident. The Himalaj’as from Safed 
Koh, Hunza and Ladakh cast to Sikkim. 
Brecdi from the foothills (r. 450 m) up 
to 3000 m (N.W.F.P., Ladakh), 3600 m 
(Kashmir), 3900 m (Garhwal) and well abo^■c 
4000 m ,(up to 4950 m, Diesselhorst) in Nepal where the Whifebrcaited 
Dipper appears to be largely absent. In Sikkim recorded from the foothills to 
2700 m; replaced higher up by C. nWiu. Withdra%N‘s from upper Icvcii 
in wnlcr (observed up to 2700 m but probably occurs much higher in 
Nepal). Affects mountain streams, usually larger and less torrential than 
those frequented by C. cinclus; but in Nepal, where the latter is absent, abo 
OCCUR along small, rushing glacier torrents .is well as on tarns. Has been 
observed chasing the whitebreasted spedes at 3900 m (G.irhu’al)"and 
3700 m (Lahul). 

ExtTttlirrntQl. Adjacent parts of northern A/ghanisfan and north through 
Tadzhikistan to the Tien Shan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of (7. cinclus (1773, q.v.). Keeps 
solitary on rocks amidst rushing torrents, the stumpy tail held parually 
cocked, and jerked up from time to time. FrcquCTily ^ves from a floating 
posiuon svith a slight upward spring, like a dabchick, especially on tranquil 
pools and tarns, apparently doing so more regularly tJian the whitebreasted 
spedes. 




Display. Very similar to that ofC. cinclus (1773). * A dipper was standing 
on a rock, preening its plumage when its mate arrived. The first bird 
immediately stretched itself high on its legs, with the tail pointing straight 
douTHvards, and the head and neck extended to their full length with ihc 
beak pointing to the sky; it stood thus for some time with the wings whirring 
rapidly » (HIV, JBNHS 31 : 464). 

FOOD. Aquatic insects and larvae. 

voice and calls, A shrill, harsh less shrill than that of C. 

cinclus (Schafer).' * A full, rich though short song somewhat more pleasant 
than that of the whitebreasted species (Schafer). 

BREEDING. Scoson, Dcccmbcr to early August according to alutude. 
jVmI, a massive globular structure of green moss and dry grass lined with 
dry leaves and moss roots; placed in clefts of moss- or fern-covered rocks, 
on a ledge of cliff or among boulders — sometimes in a hole in a fallen log 
or in a hollow in tlic masonry of a bridge — usually within a metre from 
water- Occasionally behind a waterfall or cascade, the birds having to fly 
through a curtain of water to reach the nest. IVTicn built, in holes, the 
structure may or may not be domed. Dggs 4 or 5, white. A'xrage size of 
30 eggs 26*7 X 18*9 mm (Baker). Sometimes brcK^-p.irasitized by Cuculus 
sp- aBNHS64 : 561). 

.Museum Diackosb. See Kc>' to the Subspecies. One eomplefc annual moult, 
June to September. 

Voung. Abort, gTe)'-bfO>rn with numerous whitish spots. All remiges and tring- 
co\*crts margined with while. Thin tip of rcctricts white. Btltu, all feathers whitish 
tipped with brown giving the bird a very mottled appearance. Post/m'cnaJ moult 
of body-fcatheis, lesser, median and greater twerts. 


144 rRUNBLLID.Vn 


MEASXmeMENTS 



IVing 

Bill 

(from skulf) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

4 d'cT 

95-100 

24-25 

30 

57-60 nun 

6 99 

9l^9i 

2i 

27-29 

59-53 mm 


(MD) 


Weight 4 (fcP (Aug.-Ocf.) 69'8-82«6; 2 99 (July, Dec.) C9, 72 g (CD, RAP). 
’ oouQURs OF BARE PARTS. Irii brown. Bill dark brown or blackiih brown. Legs 
and feet pale leaden in front, black behind; soles whitiih to ycJloHjih (Abbott). 


1776.* East Hsmalayao Brown Dipper. Cinclus pallasii dorjti Kuincar 

Cinclus pallasii dorjei Kinnear, 1937, Ibis: 263 (Sakden, E. Bhutan) 

Cinclus pallasii unjina Koclr, 1954, Conlrib. fast. Regional exploration, No. I: 12 
(Bara Pant, Khas? HjJb) 

Baker, FBI No. 480 (part), Vol. 2: 5 

LOCAL NAMES. Chutia-nokka (Dhtitancsc); Di-da^’bui (Cachari). 

SIZE. Myna i ; length f. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTTERS. As ill 1 775, q.V. 

STATUS, DisTRiBuno.v and habitat. Common resident, subject to 
vertical movements. The eastern H/malaj’ai from Chumbi Valley cairward 
through Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh; the Cacliar and Khali hilb, and 
Manipur; Cliiifogong Hill Tracts (Rashid). Breeds between c. 1000 and 
4200 m; reaches the foolhills in the non-breeding scaion. Affects rapid 
rocky mountain streams. 

ExiTalimital, Nortliern Burma and southeastern Ttltei. 

GENERAL iiABm, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1775. 

DREEDiNO. Season, mainly Deccni!)cr and January*, occasion.Tlly till Jidy* 
jV«f and eggx as in 1775. Average size of 30 eggs 26-7 X 18*9 mm (flakrT). 
Frequently brood-parasitized by Cucutus canarus. 

Museum Diaosovs. DrfTers from tnuirortris in bring darker. Young •imibr id 
trainstris but washed with rufous. 

MEASUREMENT) 

^Ving Bill Tanus Tad 

(from skull) 

ff 22-211 30-33 1VM R.m 

(NBK, Koefr. SA, SS) 

Wright (March) 1 o' 70; 2 Q 66. 68 g — SA- 

COLOtntJ OF BARE TART). As Jfi 1776, 

Family Pavs^LLtDAc: Accentors or * Hedge Sparrm^) 

For description lec Baker, L. C. S., 1924, FBI 2: 187; Witberby, H. F., 

1938, 2 : 205; Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A J., 1959: 527;Thom3on. A U (ed-), 

A Jfne Dictionary ej Birds, London tc New York (article * Acetmot *). 

a. Marico, D.. 1951, -4tnfr. Afus. AW/.. No. 1432: I-2S 

Ripley, S. D., 1952. rasiilU, Yale Feabody Mwi., No. 13: 15, 35-6 
Vauric, G, 1955, Ann. Mas. Jfevit., No. 1751 : 17-25 
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Genus Prunella Viallot 


PrtaieUa VicUIot, 1816, Anal)*»c nouv. orn.: 43. 

Type, fyy monotypy, Molatilla vadalem linxiaeus 
Lt^scofms Glogcr, 1841, Handb. in Hn&h.: 267. 

Type, by monotypy, Skmau eoUaris ScopoU 
BUI finely pointed and slightly notched, wide at base and compressed tov»wJs 
the middle. Nostrils large, diagonal and covered by a membrane. Rictal bristles few 
and weak. 

Cr. Maricn, D., 1951, Amn, Mas. /Tovit^ No. 1482: 1-28 


Key to the Spedes 


A A white spot at tips of rectricea 

1 Breast grey P. eoUeris 

2 Breast rufous and white »P. himal<ycna 

B No white ^t at tips of rectrios 

- 3 No supercilium 

a Breast grey P. imnaaiUta 

b Breast rufous P, nbeadoides 

i A prominent supercilium 

c Throat white with black streaks P. sfropfuala 

d Throat black P. afrogvlans 

e Throat huff 

i Breast spotted with brown p. ranisrMla 

u Breast unspotted P. fuhesans 


Prunella collaius (Scopoli) 
Key to the Subspecies 


A Paler and grej’cr P.c.rvfiUta 

B Darker and browner P. c. mpaleruis 

C Intermediate between A and B P.c. icf^peri 


Page 
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1777. ‘Turkestan Alpine Accentor. Pnmella coUaris ntfilala (Sc\'ert 20 v) 

Accoilor viJiUtu Severtzov, 1879, Iz>‘cstia ObshL Ltub. Est. Anthr. Ethnog. Tiirkeat. 

' Otd- 1 : 45 (Turkestan) 

Baker, FBI No. 821, VoL 2: 189 

LOCAL KAUES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SEE. sparrow; length e. 17 cm (6^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1779, q.v. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBuTiQN and HABiT.AT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments. N.^V.F.P. from Safed Koh to Giutral, Baltistan, GUgit and Astor, 
grading into wf^peri in Ladakh. Breeds between 3600 and 5000 m, 
descends in ^v^nte^ to c. 1800 m.^ Affects stony slopes, cliffr and moraines 
above timber-line. 

* As the species is a \*ertical, col a long-distance migrant throu^out its range, it may be 
we to assume that the Safed Koh breeding population belongs to this subsp-des although 
there arc no spedmetu. 
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Exirclimicl, Adjacent parts of Afghanistan, Chinese and Rmrian 
Turkestan north to Ala Tau. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1 779. 

BREEDiNo. As in 1779. 


Museuh Diacnoss. Similar to icAyri/beri (1779) but grej’-brown of plumage 
paler and gre>‘er. Chestnut on flanks paler. 

USASURESfESin 


<?d' 

‘99 


\\rmg 

95-105 \ 
89-102/ 


BiU 

(from skull) 

c:i7 


Tarsus 


f.24 


Taa 

68-71 mm 


(Dementiev, Faludan, hlarien) 

Weight 2 (?di Qune) 29, 32; 2 9 9 (June) 28, 29 g (Faludan). I o' (Nov.) 
31 g (RAP). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iiis browu to rcdthsh brown. Bill black, base of lower 
mandible yellow. Legs and feet reddish brown; soles yellow or ycHowish. 


1778. Garhwal Alpine Accentor. Prunella colUois wf^peri (Baker) . 

Leiosa>ptis colhris tehjmperi Baker, 1915, Bull. BriL Om. Q. 35: 61 (Gaxhwal) 
Baker, FBI No. 620 (part), Vol. 2: 188 

LOCAL KAHE. Ijcr (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 17 cm (6J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1779, q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Gommon resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The western Himalayas from Kashmir to Kumaon. Breeds 
bcuveen 3600 and 4500 m, descends to c. 1800 m in \sintcr (November to 
hlarch). Affects stony slopes, rocks and cHfis above timber-line. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As Ul 1779. 

BREEDING. .SVafOT!, JuHC to August. a Substantial compact cup of 
moss, grass and rootlets lined with moss and hair; placed under boulders 
or on rock ledges, or deep down between the stones of a glacier moraine. 
EggSf 3, blue, unspotted; size c. 23 X 16 mm, , 

Museum Diachosjs. Darker than rvfilata (1777) and less rufous than mpdaists 
(1779). 

Young. Upperparts much as in adult but browner and duller, the feathers of 
the mantle edged browner, not so grey; no rufous on the scapulars; rump and upper 
tail-co\*erts greyish brown with paler fringes; chin and throat pale grey tinged with 
buffsh, the tips of the feathers dull dark brown giving a speckled appearance; breast, 
abdomen, flanks, and lower tail-^vcrts ochraccous buff, brightest on the flanks, 
streaked with dark brmvn; wings and tail as in adult, but priiaary-«>vcrt5 and 
grcalCT and tnedian vdng-covcits broN'mer, with the tips huffish, not white. 


SIEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

BUI 

TaU 

' 


(from skull) 



93-102 

15-16 

62-70, mm 

99 

91-94 

15-16 

56-63 mm 


(Maricn) 
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colours or BARE PARTS. A d u 1 1 as ill 1777. Nestling, Bill bright pink 
with while edges to gape flanges ; mouth bright orange-yellow tvith two black tongue- 
spots. Juvenile (fledged y-oung). Iris brown, BiU homy, darker abhvc; gape 
dark pinkish red; mouth orange, two black elongated spots at base of tongue. Legs 
and feet brown, joints and claws darker. 


1779, Eastern Alpine 'Accentor. Prunella collaris mpalensis (Blylb) 


A.(ccenliST) Ptlpalaais * Hodgson '= Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc, Bengal 12: 958 
(K5char region of Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 620 (part), "Vol. 2: 188 
Plate 94, &g. 1 


LOCAL NA34ES, Nonc rccordcd- 

STZE. Sparrow; length c. 17 cm (6k in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abore, head greydsh brown speckled with white 
around eye. Back streaked irith dark broivn. Rump and upper tail-coverts 
rufescent. kVing-coverts blacHsh brown 
with white tips forming nvo wing-bars. 
Tcrtials tipped >vith buff or whitish. Ttil 
dark bro^vn, each recirix with a -white or 
buff, roundish terminal spot. BeloWy chin 
and Centre of throat ivhite finely barred 
vsith brown. Sides of throat, breast and 
centre of belly grey. Flanks rusty with 
ivhitc tips on loi^’cr parts. Under tail- 
X r. 1 coverts dark broivn edged with whitish. 

Sexes alikc- 

The plain, grey breast, easily distinguisbes lids species from P. 

(1780). 



STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
mov'cmcnts. Nepal, Uaijecling dist., Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunacbal Pra- 
desh. Breeds from c. 3700 m up to over 5500 m; in Nepal mostly above 
c. 4200 m. Observ’ed at 7900 m on hit Everest (Charles Evans, pers. 
comm.). Winters from c. 2400 m, seldom 2000 m, up to at least 4800 m. 
Affects rock-strewn mcado\s‘s, cliffi, screes and moraines, particularly sunny 
dopes and open, snow-free patches on ridges; in winter also frequents 
upland villages. 

■Erfrclirnlel, Extends to northern Yunnan and central Szechuan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs in the bre e ding season; small loose 
parties of4 or 5 birds (adults as wcU as young) from about the end of July. 
Flocking much in evidence in the beginning of September when flights of 
more than 20 birds may be scenu A very confiding bird, hopping about 
quietly on the ground or on large boulders in search of food. 

'Displey. ‘ In a small foraging flock, an individual suddenly approached 
another with tail erect, then turned its back and quivTcred its v%ings* In 
another case only the tail vs-as quivered. The subject of tins attention did 
not rcaa in any apparent way.* The scenes took place in the end of July 
and early August (Dicsselhorst). 

Insects and small sc^; grit often found in stomachs. 


VOICE and calls. Call-note, usually uttered when flushed, a rippling, 
somewhat lark-like cfarnTirip, a low' cfal^ldtUiT when in flocks. Song, similar 
to that of the central European (nominate) subspcdcs — a pleasant, v’aricd 
warble of lark-like quality, uttered from a rock or in fiighL Song period is 
over by the end of July. 

BREEDING. Chiefly June and July; occasional fledglings may be seen in 
AugusL Single-brooded. Akr/ and eggs as in 1778. ^rce eggs measure 
23 X 16,22 X 16 and 21 X 16 mm (Ludlow). 

Museum Diagnosis. Like Tthyrperx (1778) but darker, more rufous. Complete 
moult in August-Sepicmber. 

ICEASUREMENTS ^ 


9 9 


Wing 

96-105 T 
93-101 / 


BiU 

(from skull) 
15-16 


Tarsus Tail 


r 63-69 mm 
\ 65-67 mm 


(Maricn, Stres-, SA) 

Wcighl 11 (?’o' (June-Aug.) 31-38-5; 4 9 9 (Junc-Aug.) 29-3-36; 5 juv. 
25-5-30-3 g(GD). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1777. 


1780. Altai Accentor. Fnmr//<i (Blyth) 

Acrenlor HxTrjsleyaTauJ Blyth, 1842, Jour. Adat. Soc. Bengal 11: 187 
(Hitnalaj-a range) 

Baker, FBI No. 624, Vol. 2; 191 
Plate 94, fig. 5 

LOCAL nAMEX Nouc ic to i d ed. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abate, Forchcad, crown and nape greyish brown 
with dark streaks; a narrow’ greyish superdUum extending to nape. Back 
rufous-brown with dark brown streaks ; rump greyish brown. kVings rufous- 
brovs-n with two narrow while ban; inner remiges tipped vsiih whitish. 
Tail dark brown with whitish terminal spots. Below, chin and centre of 
throat w'hilc, spotted vrith brown at sides. Breast, upper belly and flanks 
striped rufous and whitish; centre ofbclly whitish. Sexes alike. 

TTic white gorget on chin and throat, rufous and whitish striped breast 
without any grey, and pale supercilium distinguish this species from the 
Alpine Accentor (P. colleris). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Cluefly knowTi as a winter visitor, 
fairly common, especially in the western Himala^-as. Recorded from the 
Safed Koh and GUgit cast to Bhutan; also Arunachal Pradesh in the hGri 
Hills {^e Baker). Observed between 2000 and 4000 m, in the western parts 
of its range occasionally down to 1 500 m, rarely 1 000 m (Chamba) ; between 
2800 and 4200 m (Nepal) :md abov’c 2400 m, rarely down to 2000 m 
(SikHm). May be met with at these elevations from end September till end 
April, mostly between November and March. Breeding range little known. 
There is but one summer (July) record within our territory — a specimen 
in the Hume collection labelled ‘ Kashmir *. From adjacent 'areas. Baker 
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recall! nests from Yatuag, Cbumbi VaUey 4200 m (Mftyicalim 2: 165) 
^ Koelz coUected 3 spedmcns in July at Munjan Pass. Hindu Kush 
(Manen, 1951). Affects bare rocky hillsides, shosving a decided preference 


PruneWo himdtrfana 



for the shady side of the hills (Jones, JBNHS 16; 609). In summer appears 
to prefer stony ground in rather flat areas rather than screes and large 
boulders (Dementiev). 

ExtTalimUal. Ranges north through Turkestan to the -Lake Baikal 
region. Also southeastern Tibet (Chumbi Valley). 

GENERAL HABITS. Morc grcgarious than P. collaris, being often seen in 
close-packed flocks of 30 to 100 or more birds, sometimes in company with 
Alpine accentors {Pnmella coUaris) and Mountain finches (Leucosiiete nemori- 
cold). Feeds on stony ground and is very inconspicuous while thus engaged. 
The birds hop about quietly among the stones, dodging in and out of 
crevices under boulders, often keeping up a low twitter. Flight rapid and 
finch-likc..When disturbed, flocks fly back and forth round the contours of 
hillsides, rising and falling in disorderly undulations before settling again. 
When perching in a bare tree-top (in winter quarters) the birds bunch 
togetherlike starlings at a roost.. 

FOOD. Insects and small seeds. 

VOICE and calls. * Towards the end of their sojourn in the winter 
quarters an incessant warbling is uttered while searching the ground for 
food or when perched on a leafless tree * (Jones). Voice similar to that of' 
Serinus fiustllus (Dementiev). Call-note silvery and very finch-Uke (HW), 
also uttered on the ^VJng. 


ISO 


PRUNELLIDAE 


...s, ««« uj ijdikcr irom me uhutn 

VaJJcy and one nest found m the Pamirs. Season, May to August. Etst 
cup of grass more or less mixed >vith leaves, roots and fibre, lined wi 
placed m a hollow under tussocks. Eggs, 4 or 5, blue, unspotted. A\rn: 

size of 10 eggs 22-2 X 15*7 mm (Baker). 


Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Young. A5ore, similar to adult but paler. Tad without terminal white ipoi 
Sf/ouf, throat slightly mottled gre>-i3h brown and buff. Breast ochraceous-V 
with dark brown streaks. Rest of underparts cream-buff. 

XIEASUREStENTS 


^Ving Bill 


Tanus Tail 


(fc? 

99 


89-99*1 

88-94/ 


(from skull) 
14-15 


22-2ff 


/ 64-82 mm 
1.51-56 mm 


(Maricn, MD, SA) 

Weight 4 cTc? (Nov.) 25-5-29-8; 2 9 9 (Nov.) 24-3, 27-1 g (RAP, SA). 
COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris reddish brown or pale clarcL Bill blackish brtm-n, 
gape and base oflowcr mandible yellowish. Legs and feel y-ellowish brown to brownish 
flesh; claws homy brown. 


1781. Robin Accentor. PrmcUa rubeailoides (Moore) 

Accentor nbectUoides * Hodgson *= Moore, 1854, Cat. Bds. Mus. E.I. Co. 1 : 361 
(Nepal) 

Pnmella mheculoides mtiraria R. & A. Meincrtahagcn, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 46: 99 
(AStor) 

Baker, FBI No. 626. Vol. 2; 193 
Plate 94, bg. 3 

LOCAL NAME. Phocxhing^pho (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 17 cm (6J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovc, hcad brownish grey. Rest of uppcrparis pale 
brown tvith darker streaks on back and two whitish wing-bars. Below, throat 
brownish grey; breast rufous; belly pale cream, lower flanks streaked wth 
rufous-brotvn. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from P. strophiala (1782-3) by entirely grey head and throat, 
without supcrcilium. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. Occurs in Tibetan Plateau facies from Bali'istan (Richmond, 
1895), Astor and Ladakh east to northern Bhutan and probably Arunaclial 
Pradesh. Breeds bet^veen 3600 and 5300 m, locally down to 3000 m (Suru); 
in eastern Nepal between 4500 and 5000 m. Descends in winter to e. 2700 m 
(Ladakh), 2500 m (Sikkim), exceptionally lower (Rampur, c. 1000 m, 
Himachal Pradesh) and Slngliik 1200 m (Sikkim). Affects dw’arf willo''**, 
and furze (Caragarta) patches in the neighbourhood of streams, tundra-Iikc 
vegetation and sedge tussocks around lakes, and low scrub in valley bottonu, 
not ascending far up the flanking slopes. Has a decided liking for wet and 
swampy areas but in winter also frequents stony and rocky ground in the 
barest places. In this season also seen in and around upland villages. 
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Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Young. Abort, very dark brown streaked with ochraceous buff; a pale tuper- 
eilium. Wing as in adult but darker. Below, throat mottled whitish and dark brown. 
Breast and flanks streaked ochraceous and dark brown. Belly cream colour. 

Very similar to young of P. strof’hiela but distinguished by unstreaked belly. 
measurements 


U7ng 

WJ 

Tama 

Tail 


(from skull) 


f 59-69 mm 
k 60-65 mm 

75-86 T 
72-79 / 

13-15 

23-24 


(Marien, HW, Sires.) 


Weight 4 o'er (Jul>-scpt.) 23 -2-25 -7; 3 9 9 (July-Scpi.) 21-2-24-1; 3 jtrt. 

20-5-22-5g(GD). ' 

COLOURS or DARI PRRtJ. Iris pale brotvn to reddish brown. Dili black, logs 
and feci pale reddish brown; claws black. 

Prunella stropiiiata (Blyth) 

Key to the Sobapede* 


Darker, more heavily streaked P- strophiala 

Paler, less heavily streaked s. jadent 


Distributional range 


Extralimital. Souilicm Tibet to Szechuan, Kansu and Tsinghai. 

GENERAL HADiTS. Grcgarious in winter. Usually fearless and confiding. 
Met with in small fltxdcs commonly in villages, hopping stiflly on the ground 
like a sparrow, picking seeds out of animal dung. In summer keep? in pairs 
more in cover than the Alpine Accentor, and unlike it docs not leave its 
breeding territory for foraging. 

Display. Collective displav’s described by Schafer (1938): Four males 
vvere observed chasing each other through light scrub with bat-Jikc flutter- 
ing flight ilien alighting on a low shrub, sitting silently dose to one another 
and fluttering their low-hanging wings. The same display also noted 
accompanied by singing. Another display involving ten males took place on 
the ground, tlie birds cither dancing around or sitting still with hanging, 
whirring wings ‘ in highest ecstasy \ this pcrfonnance entirely silent. 

FOOD. Insects and small seeds; grit often found in stomachs. 

VOICE and calls. Usual call, a trilled note similar to that of P. sfropfiiate 
but sharper and more metallic; alarm-note, a bunting-llkc 
(Schafer). Another note or song is described as a pleasant but feeble tililili 
(SA). Song described as * sweet and short * — a simple, chirping 
tsuisHsi (Scliafcr). Song period, beginning of April to July. 

BREEDt.vo. Season, May to August, even early Septemlxrr. Apparently 
double-brooded. .Kest, a bulk\' and compact cup of dry grass and moss 
thickly lined srith hair, fur or feathers; placed on the ground among clumps 
of sedges or low dowm in thorny furze bordering streams, occasionally in a 
hollow in the bank of a stream. Eggs, 3 or 4, pale turquoise. Average size 
or41cggs2I-I X 15*3 mm (BBO), ofCO eggs 19*5 x M-5 mm (Baker). 


1 782 Western Rofousbreasted Accentor. Prunella strophiala Jerdont 
(Brooks) 

Vernier Jmfmi Brook., 1872, Jour. Ailat. Soc. Brnpil 41 : 327 (Kiobmir) 
Pnarlh slrcfhi.ha nniruh Korli, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. WRihinpIim S2: C7 
(Siroui, ArgbanirlRn) 

Baker, FBI No. 029, Vol. 2: 197 


DCAL NAME.. Nouc rccortlcd. 

IE, Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

lELD CHARACTERS. General aspect nifous-brown very dark-.trcaiw 
%-e, with ntfoua breast and mottled whititb throat. Aisre, brown .treaked 
j blacimh on crown and back. Two pale wing-batr. A 
-rciiium, whitish in front, rufous and broader behind eye; cheeks dark 
wn clianging to rufous on ear-coverts. BtUw, throat ashy while itrcakrt 
1 bhekith brown; breast rufous; belly whiush with dark brown streaks. 

tob^ished from P. nthttubiJn (1 781) by streaked ihrMt and 
minent supercilium; from P. hmalajana (1780) by 1^°“) v) 

aied whitish throat, unstreaked rufous brea.l, and dark brown sireau 

rATUs, DisTRinimos and habitat. Common resident, 

.•ements. From Barsvatin Valiej- and Siretai , 

i'.F.P. to Shandur Pass (Cilgii). thence ca.t along the }I.t^s)_^ 
uding Kashmir and Ladakh to Kiimaon, intcr^ding vn ^ 
tern NepaL Breeds from c. 2700 m up to the hm.^ 

0 m on Safed Koh, and in LadaU. and Lahul; ^ G h 
cends in winter to 1200 m, scJdom lower (Kangra COO m, T 
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SJiaban and Sakcsar, Salt Range). Affects fir and birch forest, pine, kharski 
oak •»vith rhododendron senjb, and juniper, vdllow and bracken scrub 
above tiitiber-lmc. In ^^dntc^ frequents scrub jungle, wooded nullahs and 


Pruneffo strophitfta 



jerdont { i jfSa) Qlinjl sirophiata { i ^83) 



occaaonaUy gardens, and weed undcrgro\vth on deserted -wUage or grariers* 
encampment sites. Partial to a moister habitat than the Blackdiroatcd 
accentor’s. 

Extralimial, Adjacent parts of eastern. Afghanistan. 

GEKERAL HAStts. Rrfiaviour tj’pically hedge-sparrowlike; keeps to the 
ground and avoids fi>ing in the open. Lives in pairs in the breeding season, 
othensTsc singly or in small partica of two to right individiSls or larger 
flocks, hopping about quietly and feeding at the base of bushes. Is a great 
skulker; when disturbed works its ^vay ^s•ith great speed through the root- 
stocks and tangles of branches. \Vhcn flushed dives abruptly to the base of 
some bush after a hurried hedge-hopping flight Has the characteristic 
nervous flicking of wings of the familiar P. tnodultiTis of Europe. 

FOOD. Insects and small seeds. 

VOICE and caxls. Song very wTen-Uke {TrogladjUs) but less loud and 
interspersed \riih occasional harsher notes. Alarm-note, a high-pitched 
chattering tir-fr. 

BRKorfo. Season, May to August. A'kr/, a deep cup of rveed stems, moss 
and lichen, lined with fine grass, hair and feathers; placed in du’arf rhodo- 
dendrons, juniper^ or other scrubby bushes, or in a lower branch of a 
conifer, someUmes as high as three metres above the groimd. generally 
4, sometimes 3, rarely 5, turquoise-blue, unspotted. Average rizc of 40 eggs 
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19 X 13-8 mm (Baker), of 19 eggs 18-6 X 13*8 mm (BBO). Incubation 
and care of young by both sexes. 

McsecM Diackosis. See Field Characters. For distinction from strophUta see 

1783. 

Youog. Above, like adult but more rufcsccnt. Supereflium ^shithb. Btlcw, 
entirely streaked H-fth blackish, the breast ochraccous buff, the throat and belly 
whitish. Very similar to the j-oung of P. rvheaiJoidei but distinguished b\' streaked 
belly. 

MSASUROttSTS. As iQ 1783. 

Wright 1 ^ (June) 16 g (Paludan); 1 $ (Oct) 18-7 g (RAP). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1 783. 


1783- Eastern Rnfonsbreasted Accentor. Prunella: siropfdetia sirophiata 
(Blyth) 

A.{ctentar) sirophiafus ' Hodgson * = B^th, 1843, Jour. Atiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 959 
(Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 628. Vol. 2: 196 
Plate 94, fig. 2 

LOCAi. NAME. Pkoo^hing-pfio (Lq>cha). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in-). 

FiEiD CHARACTERS. As in 1782, q.v. WTien hopping about, the broad 
orange-rufous c>Tbrow is strikingly prominent. 

STATUS, uisTJtiBirnoN and habitat. Common rerident, subject to vertical 
movements. The Himalayas fiT>m western Nepal castivard through Sikkim, 
Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh. Breeds between 3600 and 4200 m (western 
Nepal), 3800 and 5000 m (eastern Nepal), 3400-4300 m (Bhutan). \Vmtcrs 
between 1300 and at least 3600 m. Affects dense rhododendron jungle near 
timber-line and csperially dwarf jumper and rhododendron above this 
Utmt; locally also scrubless, boulder-strewn alpine meado^^*s in same habitat 
as P. coUaris (Gosainfcund, Nepal — Desfayes). In winter (November to 
March) frequents open scrubby mcadowland, bushes in fallow’ fields near 
villages or around abandoned cattle sheds, prcicrring xcrophilous scrub to 
any other vegetation (Schafer). 

ExiTalirrdud, Souiheastcm Tibet, northern Burma, Yunnan and the 
mou nt ai n s of w’estern China north to Tsinghai, Kansu and Shensi. 

GEJqERAl- HABITS. As in 1782. 

Toon. Insects and laivac, worms, small seeds and some vegetable matter; 
grit often recorded. 

VOICE and cAixs. As in 1782. Alarm-note rendered as ziciUAwiti, twitt, 
fttiil (Schafer). 

BREEDiKc. As in 1782. Clutch size 3 or 4. Average size of 80 eggs 
19*4 X 14-4 mm (Baker). 

Mcseum Diagnosis. Darker than jerdoni, more heavily streaked with darker 
streaks above and on flanks; more rufous superdliurq, and darker orange pectoral 
band. 


ACCENTORS OR ‘HEDGE SPARROWS' 153 

MEASUREME-VTS 

Wing . Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

?? S:g} {S™ 

(Maricn, SA, NBK) 

Weight 11 tJijji (nitmncr) 16-7-20-2; 799 (summer) 16-2-19-2; 6 juv. 
15-6-19-6 g — GD. 11 d'9 (ss-intcr) 16-5-20 g — SA- 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark orange-brown. Bill browmish black, or 
homy browTj, paler on commissure at base of upper mandible and at chin. Legs 
and feet dusky orange-brown; claws horny brown. 


. Prunella ruL\*EscENS (Severtzov’) 

Key to tbe Subspecies 

A Hank-feathers without brow-n centres 

1 Uppeaparts more heavily streaked, breast more ochraccous 

p^yi jwAtwi 

2 Upperparts less h.ca\Tly streaked, breast less oebraceous P,/.fxdresctrj 

B Flank-feathers with brow-n centra oevSens 


Page 
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Pruneffo fl/fvescens 


PRXJNELLIDAE 



1 784. Turkestan Brown Accentor. Prunella fuheseaxs fuhescens 
(Severtzov) 

AtmUTTjvhtscais Sc\-ert 20 v, 1872, Vertik. TurtaL Zhis-om.; 66, 132 (Turkalan) 
Baker, FBI No. 630 (part), Vol. 2: 198 
Plate 94, fig. 9 
Loc.\L NAMES. Konc reconjcd, 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

CKAR.ACTERS. Abovc, palc brown >rith darker streaks on back. A 
coi^icuous long white supcrcilium and dark brown ' cheeks T^^-o faint 
whitish wing-bars. Belott;, huffish, more ochraccous on breast. Sexes alike. 

^ATus, DisTiuBUrro.v and habitat. Uncommon resident, subject to 
v^cal movements. Hunza, Astor, Baltistan and Ladakh to Rupshu. In 
wmicr to Chitral, Gilgit and Lahul. Breeds between 3300 and 5100 m. 
Winters down to c, 1500 m (October to March). Affects Tibetan furze 
(Ci:rc_gcne) on mountain slopes, in the same habitat as P, Tubecnloides but 
appears to prefer a drier biotope. 

Ranges w-cst to central Afghanistan and north to the "nen 
Shan. The species extends to the Sajans, Kansu and Szechuan. 

^ CE>mRAL HABrrs. Little recorded. ^Ict uitli in small flocks up *to ten 
indi\aduals in winter. Feeds on the ground, hopping quietly among bushes 
and stones, 
root). Unrecorded. 

torcE ^and calls. Little recorded. Song, a short, low svarble 
(Dementiev’) ; period April through June. 

breedin'o. •Sicson, hlay to August. Aerf, a cup of grass and fibres lined 
With wx>ol, hair and vegetable down; plac^ in low shrubs up to r. 60 cm 


X Jalresrm (1784) 2 mSHni (1785) 3 oattans (1765^) 

4 , 5 Extralimital subspecies 

above the ground. Eggs, 3 or 4, blue, indistinguishable from tiiose of P. 
Tvbenloides, Average size of? eggs 19*2 X 13*9 mm (Osmaston). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Fidd Cbaractcn. For diatinction from P. f. svhkvd 
5 ce 1785. Postnuptial moult complete, September and October. 

Young. Above, as adult but a little more rufcscent. Supercilhitn mixed with 
brown. Ear-cov e r ts not so dark. Behzc, throat whitish with dusk}’ spots; restoftmder- 
parts ochraccous buff, breast streaked vnth dark brown. 

MEASXTREMESfTS 

\S’ing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

71-81 13-151 r 61-68 mm 

99 72-79 IS- 15 / 1.59-66 nm 

(hlaricni Dementiev, hID) 

Wright 1 ^ (Sept.) 20 g (Paludan). 

COLOURS OF BARE PART*. Ifis palc brown. Bill black. Legs and feet pale reddah 
brown. 

1785. THset Brovm Acccfltor. PninrffejUreirrrj niikHri Collin fit Hartert 

Prsvlla fvlzeszrrj seshJdra CoUin £t Hartert, 1927, Novit. Zool. 34; 52. New came 
for Pruneile fshveres SushKn, eet Accetkr eoUens tiieteess Bianchi 

PruvUe/sI^seees tibel^ Sushltin, 1925, Proc- Boston Soc. NaL Hist. 38; 53 
(Khamba-Jong, Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 630 (part), VoL 2: I9S 
LOCAL Names. None recorded- 
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SIZE. Sparrow; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). < 

FIEtD CHARACTERS. As in 1 784, q.v, 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoPf and HABITAT. Two winter records: Jomosum 
2800 m, Nepal (Rand & Fleming, 1957: 183) and SikHm (Mandelli).* 
Probably breeds at very high altitudes in Tibetan fades north of the rodn 
range as it docs in the Mt Everest region (JBNHS 32 ; 323). May be expected 
in winter in Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh since the spedes is common in 
adjacent Tibet [Ibis 1944: 192). Breeds between 3600 and 5000 m; descends 
in winter to c. 2100 ra. Affects Tibetan furze, willows and other low scrub 
on dry, rocky, boulder-strewn hillsides. In winter abo frequents villages. 

Exiralimital. Southern and southeastern Tibet. 

general HABITS. As a rule very confiding; less secretive than P. stropkiata^ 
often feeding in the open or perching on rocks or walls. In >vintcr commonly 
searching food amongst village refuse in the streets, on manure heaps, and 
on rods of houses. 

FOOD. Insects and seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a bunting-like zwl, dir/, ziVl; alarm-note, 
a tinny rattle similar to tliat of P. ruheculoides. Song (heard in January) 
long-drawn and rattling, * like a bad, slow Robin Redbreast song * (Schafer). 

BREEDING. As in ] 784. One nest was found in a deep gap betiveen ration 
boxes of a Mt Everest expedition camp. Average size of 60 eggs 19*5 X 1 4 • 3 
mm (Baker). 

MusEim Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (1784) in having the 
uppetparts more heavily sneaked and the breast richer ochraceous. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Unrecorded; probably as in 1784. 

1785a. Radde’s Accentor. Prunella fulvescens ocularis (Radde) 

Accentor oculam Radde, 1884, Ornis Caucasica: 244, pi. 14 (Kiz Yurdi Mt, Talych) 
Baker, FBI Vol. 8: 626 
Plate 94, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccofded. 

SIZE, sparrow; length e. 15 cm (6 in.)^ 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1784, but mth prominent white malar stripes 
in addition to supercilium. 

STATIC, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Accidental. A record from Chaman, 
northern Baluchistan (JBNHS 31: 71 J); specimen in BNHS collection. 
Habitat as in 1784. 

ExtralimlcU. Breeds from extreme eastern Turkey, Georgia and Armenia 
southeast to southern Iran, and east along the Elburz Mts to the Kopet 
Dagh. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. Unrecorded. 

BREEDiNo. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinguished from fulvescens (1784) by darker crown, 
concolorous with car-coverts, heavier streaking on back and a fine malar line of 
brown spots in some individuals. Flank-feathers wth dark brown centres, 

MEASUREMENTS 

Win*? 5 g’o’ 73--77; 2 9 71 ram (Dementiev) 

COLOURS OP BARS PARTS. Unrecorded. 
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PRUNELIA ATROOULARD (Biandt) 

Key to the Sobepeelefl 

A faint whitidi band between bib and breast. . . .P. a. ctrctuleris 
No whitish band between bib and breast P. a. hfri 


1 786. Turkestan BUckthroated Accentor. Prmella clrogidcm faiinti 
(Moore) 

Accentor kuttoni Moore, 1854, tn Horsficld & Moore, Cat. Bdi. Mus. EJ. Co. !• 
360, new name for A. etragalms Hutton, 2819, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 18: fill 
(Simla), nee A. aftr^fuZarir Brandt, 1844 
Baker, FBI No. 627 (part), Vol. 2: 194 
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abovc, brotvn strcakcd with darker brown on back. 
Ear-coverts dark brown. A buff superdlium bordered above with dark 
brown. Two pale wing-bars. Pelow, chin and centre of throat (‘ bib ’) 
blackish brown. Sides of throat, breast and flanks rich buff, the Utter with 
dark brotvn streaks. Centre of belly cream-buff. Sexes alike. 

Very similar to P. fulvescens but ^Anguished by blackish bib. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtrnoN and habitat. \Vintcr visitor, fairly common 
locally. Pakistan Rom Hunza and Baltistan south to northern Baluchistan 
(Quetta, Fort Sandeman, Ziarat), the Salt Range, Bahawalpur (JBNHS 



Distributional ranges 



Breeding 


f Winter 

1 botteni ( 1786 J a attogulms ( 1787 ) 
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42: 716) and east along the Himalayan foothills to Dehra Dun; in the lulls 
up to r.*2500 m but mostly below 1800 m. Affects scrub jungle on hillsides, 
tea gardens, orchards and bushes near cultivation; in the Punjab plains 
affects sandy scnu-descrt near cultivation and tussocks of sarpat grass. 

Exiralimifal. Breeds in Turkestan north to the Altai. Moves vertically 
with the seasons and abo reaches Iran and Afghanistan. 

MioRATioN. Arrives about the middle of October (earliest 29 September), 
remains imtil the third week of March (latest 15 April). 

GENERAL HABiiE. Usually seen singly or in pairs, sometimes in small 
parties. More a bird of bushes than the very similar P, fulvescens, and usually 
found at lo>vcr elevations. Habits similar to those of the well-known P. 
modularis of Europe, but more gregarious. At times assodates with P, 
strophiata. Feeds on the ground, shuffling around the base of bushes, 
nervously flicking its \vings. On being disturbed perches freely on bushes 
and in the lower branches of trees. 

FOOD. Insects, ants, small seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Only note recorded in winter quarters, a soft tnt. 

BREEDmo. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. For distinction from nominate 


atrogularij see 1787. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

efeP 70-79 13-15 60-71 mm 

9 9 71-77 12-15 59-68 mm 

(Marien, NBK) 

'arsus r. 21 mm 

Weight 5 <?(? (Nov.-DecO 17-8-20; 2 V 9 Pec) 17-1, 19-4 g — R^. 
coLDtnu OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet brownish flesh. 


1 787. Ural Blackthroated Accentor. Pnmellii atnguUait alngalmt 
(Brandt) 

Umlor.hcsutm [siV) Brandt, 1844, Bull. Phys. Acad. Imp. Set, St. Pdtenb. 2, 
col. 140 (Semipalatinsk) 

Baker, FBI No. 627 (part), Vol. 2: 194 
PUte 94, fig. 6 

local names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in-). 
field characters. As in 1786, q.v. 

STATUS, msTRiBunoN and habitat. Scarce winter visitor to Pa^tan, 
Accorded from Gil^t and Punjab (Jhang, Jhdum and Bahawalpur dists.). 

Habitat as in 1786. . . . t. • 

ExUaliTratcl. Breeds in the northern Urab. ^Vinre ^3 withm the -mntcr 
range of ftuttoru but more commonly in the western parts (Afghanistan). 
general HABrn, food and voice. As in 1786. 

BREEDING. ExtraKmital. 


60 PRUNELLIDAE 

Museum Daonotis. Differs from kuttoni in being paler and Jess heavilj' llrtakcd 
lx>vc, and having a faint whitbh band betiveen the black of throat and the buff of 
rcait Biff and tail awrage shorter. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

- (from skull) 

71-77 ■ n-I4 

9 9 70-74 n-13 


60-66 mm 
56-G2 tntn 
(Marien) 


COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1786. 

1707a. Slbcrisui Acceistor. Pnmilla montmtlla monUmtlU (Pallas) 

■.UuilU mmlmtUa Fallil, 1776, Reisc versch. Prov. Run. Reichi 3; 695 (Daurn) 
Not in Baker, FBI 
Plitc 94, fig. 8 

IDCAL HAMzs. None recorded. 

similar to Bbekthroated Accentor but throat 
affand breast spotted with black. Back more dicstnut-br^. 

CTATOS DCTRJBimoH and riABiTAT. straffilcr. One recorf, ^ras ^ 
)00 m Ladakh, 15 April (Memertdiagcn, Ita 1927: 595). Affects bushes 

its cast to Anadyr. Winters from Kansu to Korea and Japan. 

GENERAL HAnrTS and FOOD. As in 1786. 

VOICE and calls. Said to be very stmilar to those of P. einpilm. 
PREEDiNO. Extralimital. 

Museum DtAonosa. See Field C2iaraclers. 
measurements 

Wing tTc? 70-74 ; 9 P 9^” 

Weieht 3 d’o’ I7-I7-7; I 9 17-5 g (Dementiev). 

o, »Am: FART,. Iris light brown. Bill blaekUh, base of lower m.od,b!e 
T.«t, •nil f(-et vclloydsh brovm. 


788. MRTOonbackedl Accentor. Prunella immaculata (Hodgwn) 

Arr.(wtor) in»«a/ai«u Hodgson. 1845, Proc. Zool. So<l London: 34 
(central and northern regions of the Hills, Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 625, Vol. 2: 193 
Plate 94, fig. 4 
ll names. None recorded. 

. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). ^ v#!!ow e\e. 

j> csiAstACiTRS. A dark, slaty grey 
ut wings and rufous vent, riforr, crown and nape slaty, 
xd with white; back and romp rofeseent 

n: shoulder-patch and edge of wing ^ under 

;rown. Briotr. throat to belly dark grey; lower fUnks, vent 
n«ts chestnut; thighs slaty. Sexes alike. 
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PARINAE 


STATUS, rcTRiBunoN and habitat. Scarce resident, subject to vertical 
Tiovcnients. Eastern Nepal, ^ Daijecling, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal 
Pradesh {* common locally both north and south of the range in 

southeastern Tibet ! — Ludlow). Breeds beUveen 2900 and 4200 m (south- 
eastern Tibet). Winters between 2100 and 3700 m (Nepal, Sikkini, Bhutan), 


Prune//a /mmocufoto 



y///A Distributional range 

down to 1500 m (Tibet). Affects humid, mossy conifer and rhododendron 
forest; in winter secondary jungle, edges of clearings with brushwood and 
fallen tree-trunks, forest margins near harvested terraced fields and boggy 
nuUahs etc. 

Extralimital. Extends to northern Yurman and northern Szechuan. 

general Habits. Keeps singly or in psdrs in summer, in small parties 
outside the breeding season. The most secretive of all our accentors. Feeds 
quietly on the ground, close under bushes, seldom venturing into the open. 
When disturbed dashes out furrively in hurried hedge-hopping 

flight and disappears in a flash round the next bush. This tactic repeated 
again and again bn being followed. In summer also frequents the tops of 
comfers * svhere it utters an oft-repeated monotonous two-syllabled call * 
(Ludlow). 

FOOD. Insects, pupae, seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a metallic z^eh-dz^t (Schafer). Song im- 
recorded. 

* A nest allegedly taken in IjidaVh (Baker) was almost certainly mhidentified. A suppos- 
> ijj&c Dutchkut nala, 3900 m, two marches from Astor (Little^c, 1889, 

JBNHS 4: 115) is certainly erroneous. There are no forests at that altitude in Astor, whi^ 
eliminates the potsTbUity ipto^aetot 

11 


BREEDING. Not satisfactorily recorded. Baker describes nests built *in 
furze . . . above the tree-limit in riie bleakest and barest of hillsides a 
rather imlikely habitat for this pre-eminently forest-haunting spedcs. Seasony 
g^ven as about hlay to July. Eg^s (if correctly identified) 3 or 4, blue; 
average size of 50 eggs 19'5 x 14*6 mm (Baker). 

hlosEUU Diagnosis. Sec Fidd Characlen. 

Young. Abort, head oUvc-grc>', no whitish on forehead. Back rufcsccnt olive, 
each feather tipped with black; T«t of upperparts like adult. BeUnc, throat whitish 
spotted >vilh blackish; breast btiff streak^ wth dark brown; belly and under tail* 
co\*crts ochraccous. 

UEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

r, s;} 

(hlarien, SD 

Weight I 9 (winter) 19; 2 oo? (winter) 20-5,22*5 g (SA). 

COI.OURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris palc ycUow in vrintcr but from mid February 
onwards, the iris in most birds of both sexes assumes an outer ring of bright orange- 
brown which in some cases fades immediately after death (Stanford). Bill black. t.egs 
and feet pale brownish flesh or flesh-pink to almost white. 

Family Paridae : Tits or Titmice 
Subfamily Parinae : True Tits 

For description see Witherby, H. F., et at., 1938, 1: 244-5; Van Tyne, J. fii 
Berger, A. J., 1959: 512; Snow, D. W., 1964, article ‘Tu* in Thomson, A L. 
(cd.), A AVio Dictiona^ of Birds, lx>ndon & New York. 

Genus Melanochlora Lesson 

Melanochlora Lesson, 1839, Rev. 7x>o\. 2: 42. Tj-pe, by subsequent dcsignatioi^ 
Afelanochlora svmairana Lesson 

Wing long and pointed. Nostrils sUghtly exposed. Bill and feet as in Pams. 


Tafl 

/ 55-59 mm 
\ 50-59 mm 
Stc\'cm, SA) 


1789. Sultan Tit. Melanocklora sullarua sullama (Hodgson) 

Pams jultannu Hodgson, 1837, Ind. Rev. 2(1): 31 (central and northern 
regions of the Hills, Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 87, Vol- 1 : 101 
Plate 95, fig. 20 

LOCAL NAMES. Bwi-Ijr/ifi-jilio (Lcpcha); Otto-raJo/i-safcng-Wt (Cachari). 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c . 2Qrcm (8 in.). 

T 1 E.LD cHAStACTERS. A showy, ycUow-crcstcd, black-and-ycllow arboreal 
bird. 

Male. Aborct forehead, crown and long crest bright yellow;, rest of 
upperparts black, back with a metallic greenish cast. Below, throat black; 
rest of underparts bright yellow. 
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Female similar but back blackish olive, throat yellowish olive. 

flight, silhouetted against sky, looks very like a bulbul 
\Pycnonoim). Tail comparatively long and partly spread. 

^^^TRiBunoN and habitat. Resident, common east of Datjeeling. 

Himalaya^ foothills from central Nepal (JBNHS 60: 177) east through 
Daijecling, Sikkim, Bhutan, Anmachal Pradesh and adjacent plains, thence 
^uth through Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and the hills of 
Bangladesh to the Chittagong region. More common, below c, 700 m, but 
locally up to c. 1900 m. Affects foothills forest, deciduous and evergreen, 
■w^ a preference for the latter, especially along jungle paths, roads, etc. 
tvhere groinh not too dense; also large trees near cultivation, 

Extralimtal. Ranges east to northern Thailand and south to Tenasserim. 
The species extends to Sumatra, Vietnam, Hainan and Fukien. 
general habits. Essentially tit-likc. Keeps in pairs or small parties of 
or so — often in the mixed associations. Hunts for insects in bu^cs 
and the foliage canopy of lofty trees, clinging to sprigs and trunks in all 
^la^cr of acrobatic poslUons, peering under leaves or into crevices of the 
i^k. Actions 5lo\\‘cr than other tits’. Flits lightly from branch to branch, 
the peculiar hovering flight reminiscent of an iora’s parachuting display or 
of wood shrikes {Tephrodomis) in a forr^ing party. The jeeumbent crest is 
erected ^vhcn the bird is excited. 

food. Chiefly insects — grasshoppers, mantiscs, etc., but tdso fruit and 
seeds. 


voicx and calls. Song, a musical jingling Uw-r-r usually repeated three 
iiri, pimctuated by harsh ctair-cbur or chuchsk (Uke a quakcr 
babblers but louder). Call-note, a rather nasal, short cldck (Uke a smaU 
n'Oodpcckcr’s) gi^-cn while foraging in parties, or a shrill chip-lree-trr. Alann- 
uotc, a harsh rolling knkreio like the alarm-note of some laughing thrush, 
and a shrill chattering note like a Grey Tit’s. A plaintive, high-pitched 
is sometimes heard. 

breeding. Stasort, April to July. jVeri (only a couple described) a thick 
pad of moss hca\ily lined ^\Tth vegetable do^v'n; placed in a hoUow or crack 
tn a tree-trunk- Eggs 6 to 7, broad ovals, chalW while, scattered all over 
^^"tiish red spots and imdcrl>*mg ones of pinkish gTc>'. A\-crage size 
of 5 eggs from a clutch of seven 19 X 15*3 mm; another clutch of 6 eggs 
averaged 21-7 X 16-5 mm (Baker). 

Mcseum Diagnosis. See Field Cbaractcn. 
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PARINAE 


Young as adult but gUsiening black replaced by dull bTOvmish black; yellow 
of underparts paler. Narrow yellow lips to greater wing-coverts; crest shorter. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

TaU 

c?'o’ 

203-U3 

(from skull) 
)6-18 \ 

22-26 ' 

f 93-98 snm 

99 

95-108 

15-16 / 

\ 85-93 mm 

Weight 2 (?(? 38, 41; 2 

(SA, NBK, BB) 

9 9 35, 36*3 g (SDR, RAP, SA). 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill brownish black. Legs and feet bluish 
plumbeous; claws homy brown. 


Genus Parus Linnaeus 
Parus Linnaeus, 1758, Sj-st. Nat., cd. 10, I: 189. 

T>pc, by subsequent designation, Parus major Linnaeus 
Zaphophanes Kaup, 1829, Skizz. NaL SjtL: 92. 

Type, by original designation, Pams cristctits Linnaeus 
Machlotophus Cabanis, 1851, Mus. Hein. I: 9l. 

T>'pe, by subsequent designation, Parus spllonotas Bonaparte 
Cf. Vauric, C., 1950, Amtr. Mus. ZCorit., No. 1459: 1-66. 

Bill ^orl, conical; nourils concealed by brbtles. Racial bristles shorL Tarsus well 
dc^-doped, sculellatcd. IVing weak and rounded. Tail shorter than wing. 


Key to the Species 


Page 

1 Crown not black 

A Tail brovii*n .P* dichrous 184 

B Tail blue P. tyarms 176 

II Cro>»'n black 

C Sides of body yellow 

3 Cheeks white P. montiealus 174 

4 Checks yellow 

a Back plain olU’c P- xetUho^a^s 186 

b Back spotted with black P. spitonotus 190 

D Sides of body not yellow 

5 No white nuchal patch ^..,.-..P, fppfnr.£les 177 

6 A white nuchal patch 

' c Outer rectriccs entirely white 

i Outcrwxb of rcmlgcs whue at base ,.P. nscAa/fr 172 

it Outer web of remiges not white at base P, rusjor 165 

d Outer rectriccs not white 
ill A rufous patch on flanks 

o Tip or wm5-cm"ert5 white P. nelcaolophus 178 

oo Tip of wing-coverts not white ..P. rvitcSrenlrij 160 

iv No ruTous patch on flanks..., ,..P. cter 179 


Parus siajor Unnacus 
Key to the Sabspedes 

PAge 

I U pper back greenish P. nu lUttsrais 171 
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II No greenMi in plamage 

A IVHte wedge on ianor web of 2nd outer retfrir rtdnccd, about 

9 lam long; plumage darter and jmoKer than 4 p. a. remn 

B IVhItc wedge on inner web or2nd outer reotriiusuaDym-er lOtam 

a IVTiite wedge on inner web of2nd outer recTrir usually os-cr 30 mm 

1 Palest, white edging to tcnials broader P. a. 

2 Darter above, smolder bdow P. n. dor&rCT 

3 Greater coserts mostly blue; outer web of 2nd outer rcctinc 

almost entirely white p, ^ eenfene-nr 

4 ISTute wedge on inner web of 2nd outer reetiii between 25 

and 35 mm. A black line on outer web of 2nd outer rectrix 

' * P. rt. tapeloins 

5 '»VTiice wed^ on mner ^-cb of 2nd outer re ct r ix between 20 
and 28 mm; outea- web blact; outermost rectrix ncOa-Jy all white 


6 Darter than 5. Grdtral rectriccs and greater coverts mostly 
ir^atienrrt 


Page 

171 

165 

166 

167 

163 

169 

170 


1790. Balnchisfaii Grey Tit. Perm rr^or ziaralasis IVhistlcr 

Pams nsjcT dareUnsis ■Whistler. 1929, Bull. Brit Ora. Q. 50: 7 
(Ziarat, Baiuchistan) 

Baker, EBI No. 52 (pan). %'oI. 1; 76 
local, NASirs. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparross’ ^ ; length r. 13 rm ^5 in.). 

TTELD CHARACTERS. As in 1792, q.v. 

STATVSj THsTRTBvnoH and HAETTAT. Common resident, subject to sertical 
movements. The higher wooded mountains of northern Baluchistan. Affects 
jumper forest. Descends to the low'cr ttalic)a in winter w-hen it may be seen 
in the g^ens of Quetta, and perhaps to Sind QBNHS 66; 25). 

Extraliedtcl. Adjacent parts of Afghanistan to Herat and Kandahar. 
GEXERAI. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1792. 

BREEDOCQ. As in 1792. 

bfcsECst DlAGBOSn. The palest of Indian Grey Tits. Differs from easehmrrntjis 
in the paler andblucr grey of upperparts, more conspicuous white edging to tertials, 
and smaller bill. 

StEASUKESOCas 

IVing Bm 

(from skull) 

d’e? <0-78 n-I2\ 

9 9 66-71 H / 

(Koelr, HIV, CBT) 

IVei^t I o’ (July) 16; 3 9 9 (July) 14-16 g (Patudsa). 
cotocRS or BAKE BARts. As in 17^. 


Tail 

60-72 nun 
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PARINAE 


Porta nwjor 



■ctine/mm (1790) liliUD dmhrcns (tTgt) ESS mKirurmu [1795) 



dpdmsis ( 1 793) rarifi ( 1 756) tihrlfrfss { 1 797) 

stvpCf (1794) in (1795) EI 3 Extralimiial subspeda 


1791. Afg ham stan Grey Tit. Perus msf^r decolorerj Koclz 

Perns ir^er denbrexs Kodr, 1939, Ttxk. BioL Soc. Washington 52: 62 
(Jalalabad, caiteni Afshamstan) 

Balter, FBI No. 52 (part), Vol. I: 76 

irjcAi. KAMZ3. None recorded- 

stzE. SparTO\s' i ; length f. 13 cm (5 in.). 

HEUD CHARACTERS. As in 1792, q.v. 

STATTS, DESTRiBL’TioK and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to \'crtical 
mo\-cments. N.W.F. Province in the Safed Koh ti^'on and adjacent parti 
of eastern Afghanistan (howm'er see Pa)*nlcr, JBNHS 59: 952). AfTcco 
forest of oak, juniper, and scrub around cuIti\’aiion, breeding abo\T e. 
1500 m. 

CE>'ERA1. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1792. 

BRgEDiyo. As in 1792. 

Mesrtm Diacnoss- Differs from ziereUnsis in haWng the back darker and under- 
ports more smok>*. Differs from ccsch-nirerMS b>' the smolq* (r. nhitc) imderparu 
and in having more black on the second outer rectrix. 

MEAsrRmrE.vn 

Wing 6 <J'd' 71-78; 4 9 9 70-72 mm (Kodi) 

cotocRi or SAXz RARTi. Ai tn 1 792. 
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* 1 792. Biashmir Grey Ttt, Psrus rt^or c&ichrsratsis Hartcrt 

Parser rv/Vr cesekrdmsis Harterf, 1905, VO5. pal. Fauna 1 j 345 (G3gtt} 

Baler, FBI No. 53, Vol. 1 : 76 

LOCAI. XAKrs. Jierige trar, VerJizra (Kashmir). 

SIZE, Sparrow dz t length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FiEiD C3IARACTERS. Ahove, CTOtsTi black; checks white; back grey; a 
whitish patch on nape. "Wiiigs dark bro'ivn, tertials broadly edged svith pale 
ashy; a white \ving-bar. Tail blackish wth svhite outer rectriccs. Below, 
throat black continued in a broad black band running dotvii die middle of 
underparts ; flanks ashy. Sexes alike. 

STATts, DBTRiBunoK and HABITAT. Commoa resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The %\'estem Himala ^-as from Hazara, Clutml and Hunza cast 
through Ladakh, Kashnur, and Himachal Prad^ (Kulu, Kangra, Lahul) 
to Kumaoa. Breeds between c. 1000 and ISOO m, locally 2i00 m; in Chtcral 
and Ladakh up to 3600 m wherc%*cr there are a fmv trees in the \’allcys. 
Descends to lower cIe\Titioas in winter (October to hlarch) and spreads 
info the plains of corthem Punjab. Afiects lighter ibrested areas, edges of 
cuIri\’ation, open hillsides with scattered bushes, gardens, groves, orchards 
and hedgero^s•s. 

Exirclirdtel. NE. Afghanistan (Nuristan — Paludan). 

CEN'ERAl. HABm, Usually seen in pairs or in small scattered panics, 
often in company ^vith sarious tics, nuthatches, tree creepers, leaf uarblcrs, 
and other small insectivorous birds. A funiltar and sprightly bird, c^lor- 
ir^ energetically the Iea%Ts and branches of trees and bushes, clinging in all 
manner of acrobatic positions, often hanging to sprigs upade down, and 
intcmiittently uttering its cheerful call-notes. VNTicn greatly cxdtcd, as when 
chivsying an owl or snake, repeatedly bobs forepart of body %’chcmendy 
and nervously tvritches w-ings like a P^Uosceptu while hopping around and 
s^^*e3^ing at the unwelcome presence. Often descends to the ground and 
hops about in search of food or nesting material, sometimes c%’cn entering 
bungalow verandas in the quest. 

FCX>D. Insects, caterpillars, seeds, flower buds and berries. If too large 
to swaHoW' whole, insects held imdcrfoot and dcv'ourcd piecemeal- S imil a r ly 
kernels of hard-shdled seeds hacked out by repealed hammer-blows with 
tbc strong conical bill. 

VOICE and tiAiis. Ordinarj' call-note tsee tsee Uee given ^vhilc foragidg. 
Song, a variety of loud and clear whistling notes such as zairJc ztsvik, a 
sawing weeUr^wesUr-zCfsbr ... and a thrce- s yflabled 2rhfti-<htf<hee repeated 
several times (H\V}. Alarm, a harsh churrlng note. 

BREEDES'C. Sezssx, carly April to July. ^Vesi, a pad of moss lined with 
wool and hiur; placed m a hole in the wall or roof of a budding, or 
stump, a roadride bank (a common site), a rat-holc in a sloping Mlside or 
a deserted Hngfeher burrxnv. Ep£f, 4 to 6, occasionally up 10 9; white, 
speckled with reddish brown. Ai-'cragc siie of 31 eggs 17*5 X 13*4 mm 
(Osmaston), of 100 eggs 17*2 X 13*4 mm (Baker). 

hftsrmt DtAcrrosn. Paler tliaa dfsolersts but darker than ziersirssis (Vauric). 
Grey predoTninata on central rectriccs. Blue fnnga of greater covcrti bread so that 
cavrzts appear blue. ^Vhitc wedge on inner wtb of second outer rectrix very long. 


168 PARINAB 

20 to 45 mra, ahnost aln-ajs over 30 tnm. Outer web of secotjd outer rectrix almost 
entirely white. 

IToung. crown dark, dull brown; checks dull >Tllowuh while; back 

washed wfth olisT-g fCCT . Below, pale jtUow; a nanrow d.iric brown band /rom chin 
to lower belly. IMngs and tail as in adulL 


MXASURZacZKTS 



Wing 

B3I 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

d’d’ 

72-78 

12-13 

- /7-20 

60-71 

99 

68-73 

n-i3 

18-20 

56-62 

{H\V) 


Wright 17 o'd’ I4-1-17-1 (av. 15-6); 16 p 9 13-2-16-2 (av, 14-3) g — RAP. 

COLOURS or BARE rARTS, Iris dark brown. Bill black. 1-egs and feet phimbceui. 

1 793. Nepal Grey Tit. Penis rti^'or is(:a!eKsis Hodgson 

PiTTKi A7jfcriou£r Hodgson, 1837, Ind- Rev, 2(1); 31 (Nepal) 

Perus jrajor pluftorurt Hartcrt, 1905, NosiL Zook 12: 493 (South Punjab) 
Baker. FBI Nos. 51, 54 and 55 (part). Vol. 1 : 74, 77 

XOCAL SAUZS. Bdrygexgd (Bengali) ; Bhadder cooloe (Assam). 

SIZE. Sparrow' i ; length f. 13 cm (5 in.). 

mxD aiARACrjTRs. As in 1792, q.v. 

sttatls, DtsTRiBi;T7o.v and habitat. Common resident, suljcct to vertical 
or local movements. The plains of northern Punjab, Kumartn, Nepal and 
adjacent plains of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, Sikkim focuhiHs and the whole 
of Bengal, Bangladesh and Assam [except for the range of rmrriri (1 7W)] h 
the plains and lower hills; also Nagaland and Mam'pur. In the foothills up 
to c, 1800 m, in Nepal locally to 2700 m. Affects light forest, especially 
dedduous, forest edges, grenTS, culti\*3tion and gardens. 

ExtrdirzUel. Extends cast to central Burma. The spccica rang« from 
S£andlna\ia and Morocco cast to southeastern Siberia, Japan, China, the 
Indochinese countries, Borneo and the Sunda Islands, 

OENERAI. HABTTS. As In 1792. 

tood. As in I"92. Among stomach contents in an intcnshtly cuiti- 
s-ated area in Bihar the following insects identified: predominantly w*ecs4h 
disfolcr, Texprjfois sp. and others) ; also an ts {Cerpenotus conprnrus, 
Ottopf^lie seLffTCgiSha, Poljrcckis nn^Ui), tincld and other caterpillars, penu- 
lottad eggs and hcmiptcroQ bugs. Voung birds fed chiefly on x.'tuII mw* 
j^lars, vTSung crickets (such as BraeJ^iryfes aohetimis), mole crickets 
tdpa efricevs), and spiders (Mason & l^roy, 1912). 

VOICE and CALta. Song of this subspecies recorded as a loud and cl«r 
whistled ditty whse^eldchi, tchee-ddehs, irhr-ehsrhsf, etc, or irlq^Ai, L 
wittjdd, uiiskh, repeated 3 or 4 times, follo^vcd by a few seconds 
before resumption. Individual and regional \*ariations in son? ^ I 
noticeable (SAJ ‘ VocaUrationi, howirtTr, not identical wirh ihwe ort.;« 
EuropeaLS (nominate) labspccies, rccalKcg in part those o. Ut*ST, in 

part those of the Coal Til [P. ctrrj * (DiCXselhoTst). 

BRyEOixo. Seesm, March to June- .Vrd and as in 1/92. Average 
xizcof lOOcggs 17 X 13*3 mm {Baker). 
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PARINAE 


MusttTM I>iACKOsa. A wide band pf black along shafts of central rectrices; 
rest of tall grey. Blue fringes of greater coverts broad so that coverts appear blue. 
\STiite wedge on inner web of second outer rcctrix 12-38 mm, usually over 25 mm. 
Always a black line on outer web of second outer rectrix. 
stsAsuRiaiEjrn 

Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

^ 55-61 mm 
L 53-54 mm 
(H\V, BB) 

Weight 8 12-1-14-5; 4 9 9 12-2-13-7 g (RAP, GD). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As Ul 1792. 


99 


"Wing 

63-71 \ 
59-66 J 


II-I2 


16-17 


1794. Indian Grey Tit. Pants major siupae Kodz 

Parus major sUipae Koelz, 1939, Proc, Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 61 (Sanchi, BhopaTjf 
Baker, FBI Ko. 55 (part), Vol. 1 : 77 
Plate 95, fig. 18 

lOCAL NAMES. RSmodiakli ^Gujarati); PutUari kururi (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow ^ ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As in 1 792, q.v. 

sTATtjs, nisTRJBtmoH and habitat. Common resident, subject to local 
movements. Peninsular India from central Rajasthan (Jodhpur, Sambhar 
Lake) and Gujarat (including the Kathiaw^ peninsula) east through 
Madh)*a Pradesh to Orissa and south through Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Breeds mostly in the hills, spreachng to 
the plains in winter. Affects light deciduous forest, village groves, orchards, 
etc. 

CENTRAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1792. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a nmsica] whistling intniUsusu, xmlicii-uesttt 
un'lint or dliwecsi, titiweesi, titiweesi^ itven, etc. repeated three or four times 
followed by a break of a few seconds. Kept up more or less throughout the 
day in the breeding season (SA). 

BREEDING. ScosoTi, Overall February to August, apparently mo*re pro- 
longed in the south where nests have been found in September and even 
■ November. Double-brooded. and as in 1792. Average size of 
54 eggs (including mahrattarum) 17*5 X 13*6 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Kfiers from mahraiUmtm (1795) in having shorter w’ing and 
tail with the outermost rcctrices nearly all white. Upperparts brighter and paler, 
the white edging of tertials much broader. Underparts whiter; black on throat and 
belly less extensive^ 

MEASUREMENTS 



COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Itis brown. Bill black. Legs, feet and claws slaty; 
soles dirt>* pale grey. 

1795. Ceylon Grey Tit. Pams major mahrattanm Hartcrt 

Pens major mehrettenm Hartcrt, 1905, No\'it. Zook 12: 499 (Crnlon) 

Baler, FBI No. 55 (part), Vol. 1: 77 

LOCAL NAMES, MereppotLm (Malayalam) ; 5‘iffti-Jturtr: (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1792, q.V. 

STATES, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. CDIIimOn 
resident. Kerala from the plains to the highest 
summits; most abundant around c. KKW m. 
Sri Lanka in all zones, generally abundant 
above c. 600 m, less common and more local 
in the ‘ lowlands. Affects scrub and light 
X f. 1 deciduous forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs or family 
panics, cither by themselves or in association \s’ith other small insectivorous 
birds. Moves about restlessly among the foliage of trees, hunting for insects. 
In this quest the birds cling to sprigs and flowering steins in aU maimer of 
acrobatic positions, peering under leaves, probing into blossoms and investi- 
gating cracks and crannies in the bark. The members keep in touch ^s^th 
one another by lively cheeping and twittering notes. 

FOOD. Beetles, moths, caterpillars and other insects, their eggs and 
larvae; also flower buds, and kernels of various seeds. 

VOICE and calls. A chattering and scolding alarm-note. A clear whist- 
ling song rendered as iveechichz and tisnvee (with other variations). As in 1794 
this is repeated 3 or 4 times, then there is a break of 4 or 5 seconds. It 
«>ntinues thus for long periods at a stretch throughout the day, especially 
in the breeding season (Henry, SA). Call-note, a loud eheeiiit. Alarm-note, 
a chattering scold. Young solicit food from their parents in a reedy <Ue- 
dtt'dtt (Henry). 

BREEDING, in Kerala chiefly February to ^klay; nests have also 

been found in November. In Sri Lanka cliicfly m the first half of the year 
but many birds breed again in Scptembcr-Novcmbcr. AVrf, a pad of moss, 
fibres, hair, feathers and soft vegetable doNSTi; usually placed in holes in 
trees at moderate heights, sometimes under bungalow caves. Holes ^v^th a 
small entrance, through \vhich the birds have to squeeze themselves in, are 
preferred. Eggs^ 4 to 6, svhite or pinkish white, spotted and speckled ^vith 
reddish browm. Average size of 54 eggs 17*5 X 13*6 mm (Baker). Botli 
scNcs partake in the domestic duties. Brooding bird sits ver)* tight, hissing 
menacingly when fingers inserted into nest-hole. 



tVing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

Museum Diagnosis. Central rcctrices black, a line of gre>' down the outer web. 


(from skull) 



Blue fringes of greater corerts narrow, so that coverts appear black with blue edges. 

d’o' 

60-73 

10-12 

17-19 

47-61 mm 

White wedge on inner web of second outer rcctrix 16*5 to 34 mm, usually over 

• -9 9 

61-69 

11-12 

17-20 

48-58 mm 
(S.A, Koriz) 

25 mm. Sometimes a black line on white outer web of second outer rcctrix. Differs 
from siapai (1794) also in being darker.; white edging to tertials narrow'cr; bUl 

Weight 1 <f 11-9 g (BB). 



hcaricr. Complete postnuptial moult August to November. 
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measurements 

Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

TaU 

Museum j^JlCnsosis. Differs from all other subspecies on the Indian list in 
having the upper back greenish (cf. 1792 Yoxmg). 



(from skull) 



MEASUREMENTS 

Sri LarXa 





AVing BUI 

6 (?(? 

68-73 \ 

11-12 

r 18-19 

59-65 mm 

(from skull) 

5 99 

66-69/ 

1 17-19 

56-58 mm 

8 cfd' 75-77 \ 





(H\N0 

3 9 9 71-73/ 

Kerala. 





(NBK) 

5 o’d', 1 9 

61-67 

11 

— 

52-57 mm 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Not rccordcd. 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As Ul 1794. 


(SA) 


1796. Laldumptzr Grey Tit, Paras major vaiaiei Ripley 

Paras major vattrUi Ripley', 1950, PostilLa, Yale Peabody hlus.. No. 1 : 2 
(Chabua, Northeastern Assam) 

Baler, FBI No, 51 (part), VoL 1 : 74 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1792, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Eastern Assam 
in Lalhirnpur district and the adjacent foothills of the Mlshmi and Fatkai 
hills, from the pl^dns to c. 900 m. Affects wet deciduous and sal forest, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As in 1792. 

BREEDING. As in 1793. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from mpalaisis (1793) in having reduced white 
patches on second outer rectrica and a darker, smokier wash on flanks . Difiers 
from drceloreas by smaller siie. 

MEASUREMENTS 

I c? (typ^) WTng 59; bill, from skull, 10-5; tml 53-5 mm 
^\’hitc area on second rcctrix (on inner web) 9 mm (SDR) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Unrecorded, Probably as in 1 792. 

1797, Tibet Grey Txt. Paras rujar tibetatats Hartcrt 

Paras rn^ar txhetans Hartcrt, 1905, V6g. paL Fauna 1 : 346 
(Chaksam in Tsangpo Vallc%*, Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 56, VoL 1 : 78 

LOCAL NAME. Oh-ticfc (magpic bird — Tibet). 

SIZE. Sparrow ^ ; length r. 13 cm (5 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As fri 1792 but uppcT back greenish. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Southeastern 
Tibet south to the Chumbi Valley from c. 2900 to 3400 m. Affects poplars, 
wiIIot\'s and thickets of rose and barberry along the banks of ri^'crs; sddom 
in conifers or dense forest, 

Extrelirdtal. Extends to western Szechuan and northern Yunnan. 

GENERAL IIABlTB, TOOD and VOICE. As in 1792. 

BREZDiNc. As in 1792. Four eggs measure c, 18*8 x 13*5 mm (Baker). 


1798. 'Whitesviaged Black Tit. Parus nuchalis jerdon 
Paras Jerdon, 1844, Madras Jour. laL ScL 13: 131 

(Eastern Ghauts) 

Baler, FBI No. 58, VoL 1 : 79 
Piafr 95, fig. 19 

LOCAL NAMES, Koburi rSmach^i (Gujarat); Xalla paisa jitla (Tclugu). 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTZRS. A distinctive piebald black-and-wHtc tit. Aborf, 
glossy blue-black ^^^th a tvhitc patch on nape, svhite ss*ing-pattem and white 
outer rcctrices. Below^ a broad black band from chin to vent. Cheeks, sides 
of neck and flanks ^vhite, often suffused \s’ith ycllotvish. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DUTRiBUTiON and HABITAT. Resident, subject to local move- 
ments. Range \cxy restricted and disjunct, comprising; (1) An area in 

Porus auchaUSt P. melenohphus and P. cter 



KsrheUs (1708) 
crrrodhis (1803) 


r’.dsx.oitphas (i8ot) 
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nottHwestem India covering Kutch (fairly common but patchily distri- 
buted), northern Gujarat (Deesa, Palanpur, Mehsana), centra] and south 
central Rajasthan (Pali, Jodhpur, Nasirabad, Ajmer, Kishangarh, Jhalawar 
and Sambbar). (2) An area in southern India svherc very rare and recorded 
only once from each of the follmring localities: Eastern Ghats svest of 
Nellore, Bangalore, and Satyamangala (BUigiritangan Hills). Affects broken, 
stony, hummocky semi-desert country where well covered with jungle of 
hr bool, kandi {Prosopu) and pilu {SalvadoTa), and bushes of gugar {Balsama- 
dmdron), g^p (Grewia) and similar species. The occurrence of this species 
and P, major is mutually exclusive. 

CEttERAi. HABITS. Much 35 in Grey Tit. Met with in pairs or family 
parties of four or five individuals maintaining contact with one another by 
clear musical notes. The following observation by Sdlim Ali (JBNHS 52; 
785) about roosting birds deserves mention; ‘Before 1 first visited Bbuj 
[Kutch] in August 1943 my cousin Humayim Abdulali gave me the 
" addr^ ” of one of these tits he had been shown about 6 years previously 
roosting at night in a particular bote in the cross-bar of a particular gate on 
the circular road round Bhujia Hill. He asked me half jokingly to try and 
caU oh his friend should I have the opportunity. On doing so at sunset on 
August 8 I was astonished to find the tit (same individual or successor?) 
at home! When peeped at through a- chink, the bird swayed its head and 
neck deliberately from side to side. In the dim light of the hole the white 
cheeks and streak down the neck heightened the snake-Iite effect. Three 
evenings later I visited the roost.^again at the same time, caught the bird in 
its hole and marked it with an ^uminium ring. This ringed bird was still 
in occupation of its roost on April 4, 1944 (i.e. 8 months later). I have no 
knowledge whether that gate still exists, but it tvould be interesting to know 
hoiv much longer this bird continued to sleep there and whether the hole 
has since been inherited by a successor — for the original occupant can no 
longer be alive.’^ — 

FOOD. Insects, caterpillars, pupae. 

VOICE and cxtxs. Contact-notes between members of a party, a rapid 
dear musical whistling la whi wfa or Uc whi wH whi (or r« pit pit pit) of the 
volume and qualify of the Tailor Bird’s calk. Besides these the usual joyous 
harsh ‘ wheedling ’ notes of the Great Tit are uttered (SA). Another caU 
(or song) is described as a fine bold wAew, whew, whew, whew, whew uttered 
rapidly with the last note high (R. M. Adam). 

BREEDING. Seafan, May to August; in Kutch breeding was in full swing 
in July and August (SA). Mel, a rough pad of soli fibres, wool, cotton and 
hair (in one case containing a tangle of sewing thread with a needle- 
attachcdl); placed in holes in frees about one or two metres above the 
ground. Sggr, undescribed; dutch size and incubation period unknown. On 
one occasion three young were seen with their parents. Care of young by 
both parents. 

Musztnr Diaonosis, See Field Characters. Breeding birds have the underparts 
suffused with yellow. This colour fades to pure white in museum skins. Complete 
postnuptial moult in September, Young as adult but black duller (brownish), not 
glossy. 

* The gate was dismantled r. 1950. 
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OOLOims OF BARE PARIS. 

bcous. 


S&UUJ 

11-13' 


11 


:-i3\ 

1-Iz/ 


17-19 


r 4^^ 

\ 49-53 mra 

(S.M 


(S.M 

Iris darit brown. BUI black. Legs and feet ahty plua- 


1799. Greotibaclced Tit. Pam mnticotus manticeius Vvgon' 

Penu montUolus Vigors, 1831, Proc. 7joo\, Soc. London: 22 
(Himalayan Mountains *= Simla) 

Pams mortticelus Upeharvm R. & A. Meinertahagen, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 46: 97 
/ (Gangtok, Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI No. 59, Vol. 1 : 80 
Plate 95, fig. 17 

LOCAI. KAStES. Giichtn kcthi (PaHaria); Sarak-ihakvpko (Lepeba); 

(Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length f. 13 cm (5 in.). 

HELD cHAR/crERs. 44^7% crowTi and sides of black ,* nuchal patch 
and cheeks ^vhitc. Back ycl^o^vjsh ofivc; rump grey. ^Ving bluish with two 
white %ving-bare and white lips to tertiab. T^l bluish, tip of outer rcctrico 
and outer web of outermost rcctrix \vhitc. Below, throat and a broad band 
down the middle of bcUy black. Rest yellow. Sexes alike. 

Very similar in pattern to the Grey Tit but distinguished by oUn’c back, 
yellow vmdtrparti and double %ving*bar. 

STATUS, DiSTWBtmoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, subject to vertical rao\*c- 
menu, locally commoa. The Himalayas soutii of the main range from Swat, 
N.W.F.P. (Payntcr, JBNHS 59; 954) cast^vard through Nepal, Sikkim and 
Bhutan to Arunachal Pradesh, thence soutii through Nagaland, Manipur 
and the Khasi Hills (brtcdhig?). Breeds between 1800 and 2400 tn 
(Murree), 1600-2800 m (Kashmir), 1500-3600 m (from Nepal casra-ards), 
in SikHm down to 1200 m. Reaches the foothills in winter (October to 
March) >vhcn recorded from Peshawar, the Jhelum portion of the Salt 
Range (JBNHS 59; 962), the plains of northern Punjab, Dehra Dun, the 
Jalpaiguri duars and Bhutan foothills; in Nepal not observed below 1200 m 
but recorded as high as 3900 m in the cold season (BB). Affects many tj’pcs 
of forest; light deciduous, oak or deodar, secondary Jungle, scrub pasture- 
land, orchards and cultivation. Also dense forest as well as the neighbour- 
hood of populous biU-stations (Murree). On the whole appears to prefer 
a wetter zone than P. major. The two species replace each other altitudinally, 
P. rrwnlxcolm inhabiting a higher zone, but in the eastern Hmiala>’as occupy- 
ing an intermediate zone between P. m. tibetaorus and the lowland subspecies 
of the Grey Tit {nipalensis, 1793). - 

Exlralimital. The species extends to Kansu, Shensi, Hupeh and kHctnam; 
also Taisvan. v • » 

oeneraz. HAuns. Keeps in pairs in the breeding season, otherwise m 
small parties up to 15 or 20 individuals sometimes by ihcmscWcs, usually in 

' Srt abo Painter, R. A, JBNHS 59 : 954 for watera limit of^ttwwwvu. 
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Parut m^nUcolus 



Distributional ranges x mmficabis (1799) s Extralimital subspecies 
nixed company with small babblers, flycatchers, 

nscctivorous birds; once noted in company wth P. major (JBNHS 54*. 629). 
Dnc of the mainstays of the Himalayan hunting parties. Hunts cn^cUcally 
imongst the foliage of trees, clinging to sprigs sidcwa)*s or upside do^. 
Occasionally also feeds on the ground though less so than the Gn^Tit. 
Aggressive and agonistic behaviour consists of rapidly bobbing or dippmg 
,’chcracntly, turning excitedly from side to side, flicldng ^^gs and tail, as 
wo rivals, a few centimetres apart, approach one another in sidelong hops, 
acing this way and that, with occasional angry chirrups. Actual physical 
rontact seldom results (SA). 

Fooo. Insects, flower buds, Irmt and berries. 

VOICE and caua. A loud and pleasant whistling song u.'hxUe{or 
vktUe, u'fttUe . . . repeated four to six times with variations such as 
rh'ch etc, (SA). Also a rather musical follow*^ by » rouble 

note lee-furp (SDR). Song period, early February to end hiay (Proud). 
Call-note, teas/ifr or sit hre and many other notes rend^ as 
[i-ri-frf-tt, whit whM tcMf, etc. Calls similar \6 ihoec of the Grey Tit but 
louder, dearer and shriller (Schafer). ^ r .u . ..r 

BREEDWO. Season, March to July. A'«/, <fiff«» no iray frra that of 
P jnmor nesfing sites and niaterials being simiiar. ^era have been found 
hdes at heights up to 7 m, but are usuaUy undo- 3 m, m trer^tiuofa, 
Muraps, posts, ^adsidc parapets, rocky banks as « m walii and under 
of^ui. Kfei, 4 to 8, gtncraliy 5 to 7. differing from those of the 
Grey Tit in being rounder, more obtuse, and more heavily marked. Average 
size of40 eggs 16-7 X 13- 1 mm (Baker). 

Muaast DiAOitom. See Held Charaeten- 
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Young limUar to adult but glossy black replaced by sooty black; white of wing 
nd ear-eoi'erls tinged with yellow; mantle duller. 

UtASURElttNT* 

"Wing Bill Tarsus ‘ Tail 

(from skull) 

f 9 6^7o} - 

' (BB, Rand & Fleming, RM) 

9 ri* 9 Wng 61-72 mm (Stres., SA) 

Weiriu24t?d’ 12-16-8 : 14 9 9 1Z-3-15-3b(RAP, GD). 

CDVOUM or »Mte parts. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Lep and feet plumbeous. 

Farus cyanus Pallas 
Key to the Sobeperiea 

Breast 

Breast yellow e. fieeipertos 

1800. YeUowbreasted Blue Tit. Paras epaatts JIaripeitus Severteov 
Pewsfirdperh,, Sei ertzov, 1872, VerUk. TurVest. Zhlvotn.t 133 ' 

Turkestan, probably Ferghana, rideVaurie, 1957, Amer.Mos.Nov.l.,No. 1833: 15) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
plate 95, fig. 15 
local names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). v l sv. « AtvV 

muD CIIARACTEBS. Ahoe, pale biutsh ashy, dyker on back ivtih a dark 
ine Ihrougb eye and around nape. Wings blue with a ivh.lc bar and ivhre 
ips to ter^. TaU blue with white tips and uhtte outer rccmces. Bdew. 
hroat pale asbyr breast pale yellow; belly white witli a blackish medan 
land from breast to vent. Sexes alike. , ., , , , i r- _ 

STATUS, HCTRIEOTIOR and HABITAT. Suagglcr ot^iblc brccdw F>« 
uvemles obtained on 26 July 1902 at Shost, e. 3000 m, Ch.tral (Fultom 
fl. X, JBNHS 16; 47). There were ‘ numben jn dense scrub of stuniea 
viilow juniper and bireli in the river bed. 

Eitraliaa'lal. Extends from northeastern Afghanistan north to the Kirgmt 

^^RAi. iiABm. T>pical of tits. Hunts in low bushes espeeiany near 
water. 

roots. Insects. 

VOICE, and caua. "Unrecorded. 

BREEDiNO. Extralimitak 

Museuu Diacsoso. See Field C3:ar»ctcrt. 

Young, dieee, centre of crown dark grey surrounded by whn^u lane ihr^S 
sye and around nape dark srey-brown. Eacll ohve-grey. Wmg and tail « * 

Below, entirely pale yellow, 

ieeASisxatrsrn 

tS-mg 8 o' o’ 85-eS; 4 9 9 61-64 mm (Deinenbev) 
cotouaa or M-X reran. Probably aa in 1800a, 

I The specica is suhiect to sporadic ealensioos of iu hrredia, range aisd soar h*rs 
to the are* vrh^ collected. 
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1800a. Tien Shan Blue Tit. Petrus ^antis iiansckanicus (Mcnzbicr) 

Qfenutex ^anus var. tien-sekeniau Mcnzbicr, 1844, Bull. Soc. Zool. France 9: 276 
(Tien Shan) 

Baker, FBI No. 60, Vol. 1 : 81 
Plate 95, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. Noac recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Similar to fiavipeclus (1800) but tmderparts white, 
no yellow on breast. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION* and HABITAT. Vagrant. One record: Misgar 
(Hunza), 20 October 1930 (Ludlow, Ibis 1933; 450). Affects bushes, 
espedaliy near water. 

Exlralimtal. Ranges north to the Altai and cast to hlanchuria and 
Amurland. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1800. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 5 c? 65-63; 3 9 9 64-66 mm. 

Weight 2 cTcf 12, 12-2; 1 9 13*7 (Deraendev)., 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brovkTi. Bill slaty hom. Legs and feet plumbeous. 

J80i. BZacIdEnbbed Tit. Pams ^permelas (Berezovsti & Bianchi) 
Poeeile hyPermelaena Bcrczo\*sld &. Blanch!, 1891, Aves Exped. Potanini; 112, pi. 2, 
fig. 2 (Shensi and the border of Kansu) 

Baker, FBI No. 62, Vol. 1: 82 P. paUistris poectlopsis (Shaipe)) 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd- 

sizE. Sparrow — ; length c. ll cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, crown and nape black; lores, car-coverts and 
sides of neck white. Rest of upperparts olive-grey. BeloWj throat black, rest 
whitish unged with fulvous on flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABtfAT. Resident on Mt Victoria, Rurma, 
between 2500 and 3000 m (Stresemann & Heinrich, 1940). Also in south- 
eastern Tibet in the Ygrong Range 3900 m (Kongbo, Ludlow, Ibis 1951 : 
554). May occur in the Mizo or Manipur hilts adjacent to the Chin Hills, 
and in Arunachal Pradesh. Affects pine forest (Mt Victoria) or mixed forest 
(Tibet). 

Extralimital. Breeds in the mountains of western China north to Kansu 
and Shensi. 

GENERAL HABER, FOOD and VOICE. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Extralimital? Season, about March and April. J/esty placed 
in holes in trees. 

hlusEUM Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

59-67 \ 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

Tail 

56-61 / 

(1 c?) 11 

15 

52 mm 


5 cfc? 

3 99 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Unrecorded. 


(\Mng by Stres., rest MD) 
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1802. Crested Black Tit. Pams melaiwlopkus \Tgors 

I Perns melanolophus Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 23 
(Himalayan Moimtains = Simla-AImora area) 

Baker, FBI No. 63, Vol. 1: 83 
Plate 95, fig. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. PintsoKSny Tajdar tsar (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r, 11 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, A Small, slaty, black-crested tit. Above, ctowti, crest 
and sides of neck black; checks and nuchal patch white. Rest of upperparts 
slaty. Two rusty white tving-baR (or rows of spots). Below, throat and breast 
black; belly slaty, a nifous patch on flanks. Under tail-coverts rufous. Sexes 
alike. 

The erect black crest, and pure while check- and nape-patches give it a 
distinctive appearance. 

The double wing-bar distinguishes it from the veiy’ similar P. mbidiventris 
(1804) which, moreover, has the black on underparts more extensive. The 
Coal Tit (1803), which* docs not occur within the range of the present 
species, has a fulvous belly and no rufous on flanks. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. N.W.F.P. from Safed Koh to Chitral, Gilgit, Astor, Baltistan, 
^lurrce and Kashmir east\v*ard through Himachal Pradesh, Garhwal and 
Kumaon to-extreme western Nepal (Fleming & Traylor, 1961 ; also an old 
specimen in British Mus.). Breeds from c. 2000 m to timber-line (3300 ra in 
Kashmir, 3600 m in the eastern parts). In Avintcr (October to March) 
occurs dots*n to the foothills (c. 600 m) but probably does not entirely 
ibrsakc the Ziighcr elevations. Aflfects oak, coniJferous or mixed forest, but 
shows a preference for conifeR — fir, pine deodar. 

Extralimilal. Adjacent parts of northeastern Afghanistan. 

GENERAL HABITS. A sociable Uttlc tit found in most mixed foraging 
parties of other tits, goldcrests, leaf warbIcR, tree crecpcis, etc. ; in wnter 
may gather in flocks of up to 50 individuals. A sprightly bird, hunting 
resUessly in the high canopy of trees in t>*pical tit fashion, flitting from 
bough to bough, examining every t\rig, peering into crevices or pecking at 
the scales of a fir cone. Occasionally descends to the ground to pick seeds 
among pine needles and debris. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects; also seeds and berries. Frequently comes into lull- 
station gai dens to pick the seeds from ripe sunflower heads. 

VOICE and calls, hlembers of a party continually utter their call-notes 
to keep in touch; most common are te-tmy and a thin z.ee-zt:t\ ako a plaintive 
tyU’iyu slowly repeated. Song, some short clear whistles rapidly repeated 
three or four times after short intervals, variously rendered as want you — , 
need you — , deed you — , Hn-ka-Jou— , etc. (Magra^and othcR).' 

BREEDING. Stosou, chicfiy Ivlay and June, a mw birds starting in early 
April. Kesi, mostly made of moss, the cup warmly lined with fur and hair; 
usually placed in holes in trees within a couple of metres above the ground, 
occasionally ujs to ten metres, sometimes in holes in walls of occupied houses 
or even in the ground. Eggs, 4 to 10, generally 5 or 6, white, wth rusty red 
blotches and specks often forming a zone around the larger end. Av^xage 
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size of 100 eggs 17*7 x 11*7 mm (Baker). Both sexes take pan in all the 
domestic chores. Brooding bin3 very reluctant to leave nest; may 'titter 
snakc-Uke hisses from the bottom of its cavity. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. (For a note on taxonomy see Payntcr, 
R. A., 1962, JBNHS 59: 951-2.) 

Young similar to adult but black ofhead and breast duller and the white faintly 
washed with yellow. Upperparts dull greyish olive. Slaty of underparts replaced by 
fulvous ^vhitc. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



60-68 \ 

c.ll 

e. 17 

/ 41-46 mm 

58-66 J 

\ 40-46 mm 


99 

(RAP, Paludan, MD) 

AVcight 23 <5'c?' 8-9*8; 12 9 9 7-9-5 g (RAP, Paludan). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black. Legs and feet plumbeous. 

1803. Himalayan Coal Tit. Parus ater aemodius Hodgson 

P.(cmi)ar7no(fiuj Hodgson, 1844, in Blyth, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 943 (Nepal) 
Baker. FBI No. 64, Vol. 1 : 84 
PUte 95. fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A small, black-crcstcd tit with white chcd;s. Above^ 
crown, crest and sides of neck black; checks and a nuchal patch white. 
Back dark grey. Two whitish wing-bars (ro\v’s of spots). Below, throat black, 
rest of underparts fulvous buff. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from P. mbidiventris (1804) by double wing-bar, lack of 
nifous patch on ■flanks, and fulvous (not slaty) belly. The very similar 
P. tnelemolopkus (1802) of extreme western Nep^ and wfanvard, also with 
double sving-bar, is distinguished by rufous flanks and slaty belly. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HAstTAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements- The Himala^'as from ^vcst-ccnt^al Nepal (Rand & Fleming, 
1957) cast at least to western Bhutan, and southeastern Tibet (Arunachal 
Pradesh?). Breeds from c. 2500 m, mostly above 2800 m and up to 3600 m; 
in eastern Nepal between 3500 and 4200 m (BB, GD). Recorded in svintcr 
between 1800 and 3600 m. Affects conifer forest; in Nepal also noted in the 
Abies-Beiula facies- 

Exlrclirmtal. Extends to northern Yunnan and Szechuan. The species 
ranges from Morocco and the British Isles to Kamchatka, Japan and 
Taiwan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Much as in P. TrMonolopkus (1802). Usually hunts lA 
mixed flocks among the tops of conifers moving from tree to tree in loose 
follow-my-leader fashion. Observed in company srith P, dkhous, P. r. ru/o- 
nuehalis, Certhie femiliaris, Regtdus and various leaf w’arblers {Pfyllostopus). 
May be seen in parties throughout* the summer. A hardy spcdcs, often bring 
the only one to cniivxn the snow-draped coniferous forests in the depth of 
winter. 
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FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calu. The birds keep up a thin cheeping tsi, tsi as they 
search the foUage (SA). Also a call of two notes, the second lower in pitch. 
Ordinary call-note said to be very different from that of the nominate 
European subspecies (GD). 

BREEDING., Little knotvn. Season, apparently hlay and June, possibly 
later (sec Dicsselhorsi, 1968). Nest (one described, FBI 1; 84), a pad of 
fur in a hole in a tree. Eggs, described as ‘ indbtinguishable from those of 
the European Coal Tit [white, speckled with reddish brown] ; measuring 
about 17*9 X 12*9 nun* (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Young. Above, black of adult replaced by dull, dark brown; no crest. Back 
more oUve. Below, throat greyish with an olive tinge. Rest of undcrp'arts paler and 
more yellowish than in adult. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing BiU Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

58-62 J 

9 9 55-61 / mm 

(SA, Rand &; Fleming, Stevens) 

Weight 6 (PeJ* 7-7-8*9;7 9 9, 7*2-8*4 g (RAP. GD). 1 (Sept.) 11 g (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown- Bill black. Legs and feet plumbeous blue; 
claws homy brown. 

Parus rubidiventris Bl>’th 
Key to the Sahspeexes 

\ Page 

A Nuchal patch partly tinged with rufous 

1 Abdomen grey F. r. Tufonnehaiis^ £60 

2 Abdomen rufous P. r. mbidirentris 182 

B Nuchal patch not tinged with nifous 

3 Back slaty ; abdomen grey washed with rufous P.r, beeseni 183 

4 Back buffy-olive; abdomen deep olive-grey P,t. saTematii 184 

1884. Simla Black Tit. Pams ruhidicentris rufonuehalis Bl}Th 

Paras ndbrsaekalb Blyth, 1849, Jour, AsiaL Soc. Bengal 18: 810 (range beyTjnd Simla) 
Paras nfonuchelis blarafierdi Memertzhagen, 1938, Bulk Brit. Om. CL 58: 95 
(N.W. side of Gardez Forest, Afghanistan) 

Baker, FBI No. 66, Vo!. 1 : 83 
Plate 95, fig. 11 

local NAMES. Pinisoibn, Tcjddr tsar (Kashmir). 

SIZE- Sparrow :i: ; length c. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, crown, crest and sides of neck black; checks 
white; nuchal patch white tinged rufous near back. Rest of upperparts gre>*. 
No wing-bars. Below, throat, breast and upper belly black; lower belly grey. 
Under tail-coverts and a patch on flanks rufous. Sexes alike. 

'Jochen Martcni, 1971 (JFO 112: 451-8) gbt* reasons for conudering P. rv/eKotbalu 
and P. rthtSsrOris as dalinci species rather than subspecies of the latter. 
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Dirungti^Iicd frosi th- very STrS}?r P, (IS02) by absence of 

vn-iag-ban zad more cccnsvc blade of Tnderpam. 

STATCS, D is tR i BL- n oN' Znd KABitAT. Cosimon rcsfdcnt, nil^cct to vemcal 
rriovcnirects. Paidstaa fitnn nortlicra BalacKstan (Ziarat, Lorabi) north 
thrnngh X.lS^FT*. to CHtraJ, GUgit, Astor and Baltirurj, thence east 
throngh Kathtnir to Garhvi*al and Kinnaon (JBXHS 60: 176). Has strayed 
to vresT-ccntral tn winter (Rand £: ncming, 2957). Breeds hctiwsi 


Pens rtAtd lret TtT is 



Dhtribancjaai taages i rs/cserisfix (1804) a (1805) 

3 ifisrea 08d6] 4 (tSc6a) 

2700 and 3609 m, occasionally desccndhig to e, 1500 m in tranter, excep- 
lionalh* to the foothills (Raw'^ptndi — ~ A- E. Jones £2 Bates Sa ijmhhcr, 
1952). Afiects fir, pine, mixed oak and spruce forest and, in drier countrv' 
(such as Baluchistan, XAWFP. and north of the main range) also jumper 
forest or scrub. Abo vifits thickets of dw:arf '^illo^rs and birch along nulhbs. 

Extrcliffstcl. Ranges w*est to \veste r a Afghanistan and north through 
Turkestan to the Tien Shan. 

CEKSS-^HAEm. Much as in P.re^icer^/.btr (1692). One of the common- • 
est tits of high cJc%*atioas, occurring in. tno^ mixed hunting parties- Has 
regular haitmiering places on branches to tvhich it takes seeds of drupes 
and berries to hack out the kemeb. Sec abo 1803. 

TOOD, Insects and seeds, 

VOICE znd cATj.s. Call-nottf, a loud, dteay a raellow 
pipii^srdp^t and some BrtJe nrittering and reeling notes Song, a 

musical double whistle trfd-ithe usually repeated four times, the first syUabte 
short, the second long (SA). Alarm-tiote, (rrr fimilnr to that of P. rtyVr, 
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E 2 EEnI^-G. chiefiy May and June. a pad Ew . 

stoI and hair; placed deep den-m Ln holes, sddotn less than r. cm ih- 
^ entrance, often considerably tnorr. The holes are usually in the 
in a steep bank, under a large stone or the spreading roots of a tree, 
times in a deft or hoHmv in a trunk or stump a mcne S=tX 

ground (P. ru-fnsxb/.bu marc oficn diooses a liole in a treo^runiCkef- 
4 to 6, white, speckled s>hh reddish broun — to 

Tit bur rather feebly marked. .Average size of H cg^ 17-5 "x 12^? 
(Baler); of 5 ^gs 18 x 13 nun (Hiri. Both parents feed the 

Muxtev Dlicsoss. See Fsdd C ha ractm and Key to the Siibrpedec 
^ Young, sirndar to adult in patz-rr: but black replaced b>- duS soc^. 
tinge ahsQst absent Com nachal patdi; back and abdnnea tafihsed >rhi cCr-- 
ax£22ari=s and under taU-arrerts pale t r.ifT 

Bin Ta-'ms Tad 

(from skull) 

12-13 I?-20 51-56 zaei 

Wmg cTd' 74-60, average about 76 cun (\'3uric) 

W'c^t 13 d‘(? 12-3-14-7;/ 9 9 11 -4-12-4 g (RAP). 

coLOtms or tsxr rAsm. Iris brown. B3I bUdk; tnoath Czshy, slaty anu-rkrir. 
Legs and feet jdmsbeota. 

1805- RxxfousbdHed Crested Tit. Pernr rrii^renHx Ehth 

"■ B.{e*ox) Efjtii, 1847, jeuf. Asht. Soc. Bengal 16; 4<5 

(Nepal and Sikkun, restricied to Kathmandu Vallej'brRipJr}*, l^oLSyncpEsrir^*" 
Baker, FBI No. 65, VoL I :‘S4 
Plate 95, fig. 13 

nocAi. KASzss. Nense recorded. 

fStE. Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cat (4 in.). 

nrtP GHAJt-KCTERs. As in 1804 but bcUy ru.raii5. 

STATES, ©3TRiSL*no.s* and habitat. Common resident, subject to ve-dctl 
movements. Tchri Garhvval and Ktimaou to east-ccnfral NepiL Has itraytd 
once to Simla. Brccdi ben^eca 3000 and 4100 ni; descends to c. 2407 tn is 
the a>*d season- Affects pure conherous forest or mixed conifer And birdi; 
if is also a characteristic bird of the rhododendron rone. For nesting pur- 
poses ho\%-c\-cr a\*oich the trcelesa scrub zone udiich It risla tn the nee- 
brecdlng season. 

CEXEiui- RAErrs- May be seen in parties o.^aduft inefividtudi diroughoet 
the summer, often in courpany srith P. di'Arrsr, AfpiTida iszk-iisisr, 
trrscesds and leaf "'arblcrs; parties arc mci uiih ofientr than 
singles, tilts posing the question V'ltethcr the species is territorial cr no: (CD". 
Forages mo^y among the tree-tops bur also descends to buihes. 

TOOD. Insects and seeds. 

VOICE and cuis. w^o.ng the common mieraacts of the species (*« 
1 &> 4 ), pltrt a dear tin fcri, a ranling ^■55/;ch:fifc-^j£i or 
and some fine goldcrcsr-hkc contact cal ls (GD); also a most charactcrisuc 
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vibrating note, something like the tvs*angins of a tow-p:tched guitar string 
(Smtlhies). Song period mid Alarch to mid June (Proud). 

BREXDisc- As in 1804. 

McssxM Diacsoss- Sirniiar to (1804) abo^'CT hut gre)' nmntlenwrc 

vraily tinged vrith olive; nifoirs on nacfcal patch piler, black of underparts lea 
extenshT and belly rufous; it « abo smaller. 

ICASURTSgXTS 

I\ mg <f c? 67-71 (av. c. 69) mm — \^aiirie 

H'esht 7 o-cf (i&y-Sqjt.) 9 9 (M^y-Seps.) 11-12 g — CD. 

cxjti 3 nts OF BART PART 3 , Iris brovrn, Bni bbet. Legs sod f«t planbemn. 


1806. Slfcldni Black Tit. /W Tsii&tr.im brs:=i (Jerdoa) 

Bezrest ‘ Bl}th ’ = jerdon, IES3, Bdj- Indis 2: 2<5 
(Mount Toaglo, Sihim) 

Baker, FBI No. 67, ^ oL 1 : 66 


ixxzAi. NAacr. Uny Uaso (Lepebn). 

kttt, Sparrmv — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTEJtS- As in 1804, q.v. 

Dbtinguished froni P, cicr (1803) by absence of ^iing-bars. 

ST ATLy P S n t irnmox and habitat. Common ttsidcnf, subject to vertical 
incr\'ciac 33 ts. Eastern Nepal from the Khurabu rcgioti (Bisi^'as, JBNHS GO: 
1 76) cast through Darjeeling dist., Szkkfm, Bhutan and probably Anmachal 
Pradesh, between 2700 and 4200 la, descending in s%-inter to c. 2200 m. 
Afiectx fir, pine and larupcr forest ns svell as rhododendron scrub above 
timbcr-Hnc; in winter also in oak forest. 

Ez!xi£rdtsl. Samhastem Tibet, northern Vuonan and north to 
Xsinghai and Shensi- 

CEXERAL HAErrs, FOOD and ''OicE- Sec 1804 and 1805. 

BttEEurxc. As in 1804. 

Mrarev Dnitntosa. DtHin froia mhtpeeiei nJo-aiBSs (IKM) and reJi&r-Jm 
(1805) in liddng lie olire tinge on mamle, and bai.-;ng a -tilte nndal Jpot; tfccefa 
pole buff rather than white; grey of abdomen washed srith mfotn. 


>tEAStntE>tr>fTS 
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67-75 

57-69 


Bm 

(from ikul?) 
‘ c. 10 


Tarsus T^ 

2D-21 45-52 mm 

45-47 max 

(SA Srevem, Majt) 


Wmg o' o’ S3-70 (as-. 67) tnm — Vanrie 
M-right 16 o'o' 11-6-13-1: 9 9 9 10-5-12-3 g 


(RAP, CD). ! ds^io’ll.lOg 


(Sepe) — SDR. 

COEOCM or «A*X FARTS, 
beous; rial*"* fcortr>' brcJ^Hw 


Iris beoss-n. Bdl Kacl. Legs and feet bnnmish plncs- 
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I eOSa. Nagaland BUck Tit. Perzs arre-ra*' Kip!t)- 

Bsrsj /afi^reetstt sn-a-emV Riples-, Ipnl, Jo-ar, Bombay rat. Hist. See. 5S: CS2 
(Mount Ssimznaii, Na?* Hilb) 

No: ia BjIct, FBI 

toc^L rwurs. None rreorded- 

siZE. Spamnv — J length e. 10 cm (4 In-}- 

ftexd C3i.AXA(nx«. As In 1804, q.v. . , , «miv» 

STATTS, pirrEiEma'.- and irnn-AT. Restdent. Nagaland at c. 3200 a in 

hcasv rhododoidfoa foresL 

Extrelirs’zl. Adjacent parts of Bunrta.^ 

CZXXXLU. HABITS, FOOD cuid vorcE, As in IDOa. 

BREtriNC. Unrecorded. 

Metres. Dtsosmets. DiTert C-ne. feerem 
o!i«.Snry was.hed with dnsb, mote part£ada.-iy on centre of beCr and 
coverB. Upperparu buB-y oflse rather than blce.ercy. Dr-ers tra • 
(1B05) in basing the upperparu pteynh buEy^'e, rather ^ 
grey with a faint aabelKne eaat, more pronounced on tump. Absfcmm erp 
uHtcod of rufous. 
yr.tyrsaa/gvTS 


\Sc:g 

BHl 


(from siuB) 

66\ 

ID 

65/ 



Tail 

r 43 tri=i 
146 mm 
(SDR) 


OlOUM or »AKX FA^Tt. 


pA4tC3 tucantors Hodgson 

Key to the Sob*p*<ie» 


PaJer.,. 
Darker . 


.P. IcsT" 
, P. i. diAfres 


Western Brown Crested Tit. Petas £:bizt inttj-se {liTndrs: 
-eA-Aiaees At'za Lzrfzi ilho-Jcr. 1932, B-aU. Brit. Otn O. 53: 20 

’ ' (Ko-a State, o-sarhintD) 

Baier, FBI No. 63 (pan). Vo!. 1 : S7 

•tjoeta. None reenesied. 

Sparross-— ; tegtb r. 12 cm (41. in.). 

atAJsACTESJ. As in 1603, q.u. _-„s.n< The wrs-rw 

5, psTttlFVTtO'; and tiAr.rtaT. Tr.con-.- . - " " j Kn=a-n. 

i-as fusm catreme eaatetn Kajnur cut to . a • 

Ktwrm 2400 and 3100 m. AHras prsnespaLs naV here , 
and also pide fosssi- , . 

lAL tiAStTs. icon a.-.d sTCCE. M s.n IK^ of r-ns Hned with f't. 
ssv-r. .Seas.-. Aora lo Jtme. romjy-ed ,v..t 
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Pcrus dichrous 



tffiilil Distribudonal ranges i (1807) a dtefinus (i8o8) 

3 Extralimital races 

three to six metres above the ground, 5, broad obtuse ovals, pure 

■white, densely spotted wth reddish. Average stac of 9 eggs 17*1 x 12*8nim 
(Baker). Both sexes take part in all domestic chores. Incubation period 
undetermined. 

Mcseum Diagnosis, Similar to nominate rfirftroaf (1808) but paler throughout. 
MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS jOT BARE PARTS. As in 1803. 

1 808. Eastern Brown Crested Tit. Pams dichrous dichrous Hodgson 

P.(cm) ^xhmis Hodgson, 1844, in Blj'th, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13i 943 
(Xqpal, restricted to central Nepal by Biswas, 1955, Bull. Brit. Om- d. 75: 88) 
Penis dichrous izzerdi Bis^^'as, 1955, BuB. Brit. Om. Cl. 75: 88 
(Thammu, Bhote KosI Valley, Khumbu, Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 68 (part), Vol. 1 : 87 ^ 

Plate 95, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Konc recorded. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (44 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A pLalix gTcy and buff crested tit. rliore, crown, 
pointed erect crest, and back broisTUsh grey. A conspicuous whitish collar, 
interrupted on back. Below, throat greyish fulvous, rest of undcrpaits 
broNvTiish buff. Sexes alike. 

Rather similar in general effect to YcUoiNmapcd Yuhina (1368). 

STATL’S, DtsTTUBunoN and HABITAT. Fairly common resident. The 
Himala)-as from western Nepal cast through Arunachal Pradesh, from 
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2700 m up to timber-line, in eastern Nepal 'up to 4100 m, descending to 
2200 m in winter. Affects chiefly deciduous forest, especially oak, rhodo- 
dendron and birch, and also mixed fir and ihododcndron. 

Exiralirdiel. Extends to central Yunnan and \s*cstem Szechuan. The 
species ranges north to Tsinghai and Shensu 

GENERAL HABITS, Sociablc as othcT tits; small parties may still be seen 
in May. Often seen in company with other tits (P. cUr, P. mbidherJris, 
Aegithalos, etc.) and leaf ^v*arblc^s, usually no more than a pair or so in 
every hunting party. Keeps to low or moderate hdghts in bushes and trees; 
also feeds on the ground. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects. 

VOICE arid CALLS. A charactcxisdc, thin and high-pitched call-note 
rendered as zed; also some goldcrcst-likc a)ntact-calls (GD). Voice quite 
unlike that of the Europican P, crisiaius (GD, hID). 

BREEDING. As in 1807. 

Ml*seum Diagnosis. Darker than kcngrec. Postnuptial moult complete in July 
and AugusL 

Young differs from adult in the shorter crest, the tips of which are darker tKan 
the rest of the feathcra. Uppeiparts darker; unde rpa rts paler and less uniform 
cinnamon-buff. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bm 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d'd’ 

65-7+ 

c. 10 

c. 20 

48-51 mm 

9 9 

65-70 

— 

' — 

47-50 mm 


(SA, Stevens, Ma>T) 

Weight 10 (fc? 12-14; 8 9 9 U ■2-13*5 g (GD, RAP). 1 o’, 1 9 12, 12 g (SDR). 
^LouRs or BARE PARTS. Iris orangc-brown to crimson- BUI black. Legs and feet 
bright bluc-grej*; cla^vs homy brown. 


Parus xanthocenys Vigors 
Key to the Snbspecses 

A Upperparts olive-green. Male and female crest black, ventral median 

stripe black P.x. xenAogeirjr 

B Uppeiparts duller. Male as in A; female crest black, ventral stripe 

grc>'ish olI\-e. P. x. eplanotus 

C Upperparts duller than B, more green. Male as in A andB; female 
pobmorphic: either as A or B, or with both crest and ventral stripe 
greyish olive .P. x. trerencorerisis 


Page 
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1809. Northern Y^owcheeked Tit. Pams xanlhogmps xemlkogenjs Vigors 

Pams xemthosn^s Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 23 
(Himalayan Moimtains, r«iricted to Muixee b>' Baker, 1923, Handlist: 9) 
Baker, FBI No. 75, Vol. 1:91 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c, 14 cm (54 inu). 
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FELD CHARACTERS. A Sprightly black and ycUo^%* crested tit. Above, 
crowTi, pointed upstanding crest, and a band behind eye black; a few crest- 
feathers Upped ^rith yellow. A long >*elIow' supcrdlium joining prominent 
yellow nape-patch. Back oUve-green. Wings black spotted wdlh yellow’ and 
black on shoulder, and with a white longitudinal patch. Tcrtials broadly 
tipped and edged white. Tail blackish slate ^vith ^\•hitc outer edge and >vhite 
tips. Below, bright yellow with a broad black median band from chin to 
vent. Sexes practically alike. 

The erect black crest, yellow superdlium and spotted wing easily identify 
this species. For disUncUon from spUonotus see 1812. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The outer Himala^’as from Murrec cast to eastern Nepal 
(Manebhanjan — Rand & Fleniing, 1957). A specimen in British Mus, 
labelled Darjeeling (Scebohm coU.). Breeds betw-een 4500 and 2100 m, in 
Nepal up to 2400 m, occasionally descending to 1200 m in \sintcr. Has 



^^SS^cd to the Salt Range in the cold season. Range disjunct from that of 
c peninsular races. Affects ban oak jungle {Quercus inccna), Bex and pine 
oiTst or subtropical c\-crgrccn bush jungle usually with at least a fc^v trees, 
o \Tsrts gardens, but is more a forest bird th^ P. r^^or and not often 
n^r houses. Rather capricious in its choice of habitat and may be 
^i^nl in large tracts of apparently suitable forest, 

^i^clirdtel. Species endemic to Pakistan and India. Replaced cast- 
^^^rds by the closely related P. spilonotus (1812). 
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GENERAL HABITS. Similar to other Uts, foraging in mixed parties in the 
non-breeding season, but also reported to be less gregarious than other tits, 
being oftener seen solitary or in pain. 

FOOD. Insects and some vegetable matter; mulberries, raspberries, etc.; 
spiders. 

VOICE and calls. Calls very distinct from those of other tits. Wlicn in 
parties, a contact note like tyuji, Vp^'a is uttered; when approaching nest, a 
loud towit, towit; also a chattering alarm-note. Song rendered as helwecn 
twit'tcetwecn (Magrath); also a dear whistling wicherwee-withcewee-wichi, 
repeated ns'o or three times (SA). Song period January to September, 
diicfiy Mardi-April (Proud). 

BREEDING. Scoson, March to June. Xesl, a pad of moss with a central cup 
lined with fur; almost alw'aj's in holes in trees, from ground lc\’cl up to 
about six metres; occasionally bct^^*een roof and ceiling of hill-station 
bungalows. Eggs, 4 or 5, similar to those of P. major but the markings fewer 
and finer. Average size of 40 eggs 17*9 x 13*2 mm (Baker). Building, 
incubation and care of young by both sexes. Incubation period undcrcr- 
rained. 

Museum Diackcwis. See Field Cbaracten and Kc%’ to the Subspecies. P. spito^ 
notes (1812) is distinguished b>’ black streaks on back, and \*clJow forehead. 

Female has a shorter crest and slightly narrower ventral band. Postnuptial 
moult complete. Moulting period apparently \-er>' extended, indKiduah being still 
in moult towTirds the end of October. 

Young similar to adult but crest shorter, white on tcrtials washed with j-^ow, 
black of lower parts duller and narrower. 

MEASUREMENTS 


67-76 \ 

BHl 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tafl 

f mm 

65-72 / 

12-13 

18-19 

\ 50-54 mm 



(H4V, BB, Rand Sc Fleming) 


Weight II ri'o’ 13-7-16-9; 9 9 9 12-9-15-9 g (RAP, GD). 

COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Iiis dark brown. Bill black, sometimes homy on tip. 
Legs, feet and claws bluish slat].*. 

1810. Central India Yellowcheeked Tit. Parus xcrJhogatjs eplorxius 
Blyth 

P.(cnij) cplertatss Blyth, 1847, Jour. Atiat. Soc. Bengal 16:444 (Mountains of central 
India, restricted to Clmbasa, Singhbhum, Bihar, by ^STtisticr t Kinnear, 1932, 
Jour. Bombay caL Hist. Soc. 35; 519-21) 

Baker, FBI No. 76 (part), VoL 1 : 92 • 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc r ec ord ed. 

CTTg- Sparrow ^ ; length c, 14 cm (5i in,), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male practically as in 1809; spots on wing white. 
Fcm^c has the \'cnlral median band greyish olive instead of black. 

STA*^, DisTRiBtrnoN and habitat. %Vidcsprcad and fairly cornmon 
resident in the Peninsula, duefly on the elevated plateau and hills, un- 
wiminon or absent in the coastal plains. Eastern Gujarat, southern Rajatthan 
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(Mt Abu, Jhalawar), the whole of Madhya Pradesh (including Gwalior) ' 
southern Bihar, Orissa, south in the Eastern Ghats to the Krishna river and 
in the Western Ghats to Mahableshwar. Affects well-wooded country 
generally more so than P. major. 

GENERAL HABITS. laic Other tits forages in small parties or pairs most 
often in company with other small insectivorous species such as svhite-eyes 
nuthatches and leaf warblers. PreKrs the leafy canopy of trees but will 
descend lower on occasion. Searches energetically for insects among the 
crevices of the bark, hopping about and peering under the leaves, cUnging 
to sprigs sideways or upside down and in all manner of acrobatic positions. 

FOOD. Insects, grubs, ants, spiders, fruit and berries. 

VOICE and calls. Members of a party keep up a joyous chee chet while ' 
hunting for food. Song, a dear tvhistling ckiwil-prilly-cAeewtl (and variations) 
uttered with crest erect and wings drooping at the sides, while moving 
through the branches; notes more musical than of most other tits (SA). 

EREEDINO. Season, April to August, in the south apparently beginning 
later and lasting till October, ^'est and eggs as in 1809. Average size of 
60 eggs (including those of frarancorrenrir) 17-9 X 13-Smm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Like xaathogenys (1809) but upperparts duller olive-green. 
Yellow or ear-coverts and sides of neck paler. Greater and median wing-coverts 
tipped with white instead of yellow. In the female, median band on underparts 
olive instead of black. 


Young: resemble their respective adults. Black markings less glossy. White tips 
of greater and median coverts washed with' yellow. Rcctriccs narrower, with the 
white tips smaller and less pure white. A complete postjuvcnal moult. 

MEASUREMENTS 


VVjng 

Bill 

Tarsus 


(from skull) 


70-78 \ 



66-71 / 

n-i3 

18-20 


Tad 


70-78 \ / 52-60 mm 

9 9 66-71/ '*'3 18-20 1 49,53 „„„ 

(HW, SA) 

Weight 2 (jitp 14*1, 15*2 g (Roonwal). 

COLOURS OF BAKE PARTS. Iris browo. Bill black; mouth pinkish (gape and mouth 
bright yellow in juvenile). Legs and feet slaty blue; daws darker. 


1811. Sonthern Yellowcheeked Tit. Pants xanthogenys iravancoreensis 
(Whistler & Kinnear) 

Machlolophus xanthogenys travaneoreensh Whistler & Kinnear, 1932, Jour. Bombay 
nat Hist. Soc. 35: 520 (Mynall, Travancorc) 

^^achlolophus xanthogenys xanthonotus Koclz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 63 
- (ZiOnda. Bombay Presidency} 

Baker; FBI No. 76 (part), Vol. 1 : 92 
Plate 95, fig. 22 . 

LOCAL NAME. Pacha-marapoUam (Malayalam}. 

SEE. Sparrow ± ; length e. 14 cm (SJ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1810. Female sometimes with crown and 
crest olive instead of black, in addition to the ventral band. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Common resident. The Sahyadris 
or Western J3hats from southwestern Maharashtra (South Konkan) south 
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through western Karnataka (hfalnaad), Kerala and western Tamil 
between "900 and 1500 m; in the Nilgiris occupies a lower zone than P rJC 
which is found mostly above 1800 m (jerdon). Affects evergreen 
open forest, mixed bamboo jungle, cardamom sholas, cofTcc plantatio^tic, 
GENERAL HABITS. As in 1809. Thc itinerant foraging parties of which 
YcUo>vcheeked Til is a regular member arc commonly composed, 3 .mor- 
others, of Shta frontatis, Culidcapa c^hnensis, Aldppe pomcrphala, Jrpity 
tiphia, PySTtonoius tcUricus, Hemipus pkalus, Tephrodomis gutaiis, 'Paiaxtba 
fammetis^ Pkylloscopus occipitalis and P. nitidus. 

FOOD. Insects: cockroaches, gnibs, caterpillars; insects’ eggs, spiders, 
berries {Rubus), etc. Flying ants occasionally taken in air. Frequently \-idis 
ihc flosvers of Salmalia trees for nectar. Sec also 1810. 

- VOICE and calls. As in 1810. 

BREEDING. Scoson, Junc to October, Pfest and eggs as in 1809. 

Museum Diagnosis. Like u/Zorc/iu (1810) but upperparts duller, more saturated 
green. Yellow of undcrparls duller and more washed with oH\c-grcen. While tip 
to rcctriccs smaller. Size slightly larger. 

Female apparently pol>Tnorphjc. Phase (a) similar to male w it!) crown, qc* 
streak and ventral band black, (b) Similar to male with crowTi and e>'e*sirf4kb!»ck 
but ventral band dull olive-green, (c) Similar to male but crotm and ciwtdull 
greenish olive with darker centres and shafts; cyc-strcak and ^•enlra! band doll 
greenish olive, hardly darker than thc rest of underparts 
Young. Male has crown and ventral band black, whereas female has ihccroi^-a 
black and the ventral band dull olivc-green- Young female not pol)Tnorphic but 
black crown can be followed by greenish olive crown of adult form (c). 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill .. Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

(?<? 7M2\ ■ r51-62 mm 

9 9 68-76 / • \ 51-57 mra 

(HW. 5A, Koch) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill o’ horny black, 9 homy bro^n; 
mouth pink. Legs and feet bluish grey. Juvenile, gape yellow; comm'murc and tip 
oflowcr mandible whitish; mouth ycliowish pink; rest as in adult. 

Parus spilonotus Bonaparte 
Key to the Subspecies 

Male grcj’cr, less yellow on flanks; female with dull olive-jcHow 

ventral band F. L suidridh 

\ Male brighter yellow on flanks; female with blade ventral b.Tnd 
P.t. spilor.eluj 


1812. Himalayao Blactspottcrf Yclfow Tit. Parus spilcnalus spUmltn 
Bonaparte 
PUte 95, fig. 14 

P.tams's stihnolus ‘Blyih '= Bonaparte, 1850, Comp. Gen. Av. I; 228, new name 
for P. xaothsmys Blylh. 1847, Jour. Aslat. Soc. Bengal 
Vicors sma (Himalaya, reatriclcd to N. Cachar by Baker, 1921, fBI 1 : 89) 

Cr. Paynter, R. A., 1962, JBNHS 59 : 952-3 
Baker, FBI No. 73, Vol. 1:89 


.nra<T. WAkir. 


Kfiifft.iitik hho fLeochal. 
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size. Sparrow ^ ; length c. 14 cm (51 in.}. 

FIELD characters. As in 1809, q.v,, but forehead and lores yellow. 
Back streaked with black. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, scarce and locally distributed. Extreme eastern Nepal in thc Mai 
Valley (Stevens, JBNHS 29: 725; Fleming & Traylor, 1964, Fieldiana 35: 
548}, Darjeeling dist., Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh to the 
Mishmi Hills (Ali & Ripley, -1948). Noted in summer between 1600 and 
2400 m, in winter down to 1400 m and, exceptionally, at 3700 m 
(Meinertzhagen). Affects light, mixed forest and neighbourhood^ of s 
cultivation. 

Extralimital. Northern Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1812a. 
breeding. As in 1812a. 

Museum Diagnosis. For distinction from Ycllowchcckcd Tit (1809) sec Field 
Characters. Reasons for keeping it specifically distinct from P. aanltofrars arc 
discussed by Paynter, loc. cit. supra. Thc two species do not appear to intergrade. 

For distinction from subspecies suboiridis see 1812a, under Museum Diagnosis. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) • 

71-84 e. 11 c. 18 58-63 mm 

(hfayr, MD} 

Weight 2 g'c?' 18*3, 19‘4 g (RAP). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IHs brot'Ti. Bill dark plumbeous homy. Legs and feet 
bluish plumbeous. 

1812a. Bnnnese Blackspotted Yellow Tit. Parus spilonotus subriridis 
BJyTh 

Pams subpiridis Blylh (cx TickcH MS.), 1855, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 24: 267 
(Tenasserim) 

Baker, FBI No. 74, Vol. 1 : 91 

LOCAL NAMES. Nooc recorded. 

SIZE, sparrow ± ; Icn^h e- 14 cm (5J in.). 

FIELD characters. As in I8I2, Q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Roidcnt, locally common, Naga- 
land, Manipur and in thc Cadiar. Kiiasi and ^^^ro hills. Breeds above 
}500 m. Affects light forest of oak, pine, rhododendron and other evergreens. 

Extralimital. Thc Chin Hills south to Mt Victor^,' northern Burma to 
'nortlicm Yunnan and northern Thailand, Tlic species extends to Vietnam 

and through southern China to Fukien. 

general habits. Keeps in pairs or smaU parties, usually in mixed 
company. Frequents the higher trees but also descends to bushes. Not so 
TCsUcss as P. major but still active, energetic and ^suming thc same acrobatic 
attitudes while hunting for food amongst the foliagc. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects; also berries and some vegetable matter. 

VOICE and calls. Song, a loud and spirited wliist^g syllabified as 
did-hc-dodt did-hc-do-it na-ke^idnU (Baker), usuaUy tittered Prom the tops of 
trees. 
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BREEDING. Season, end of March to end of June. Msl, a pad of moM, 
ups of bracken leaves, fur, hair or wool, usu-illy placed in holes in tree; 
stone walls only when tree-holes ore wanting. Eggs, 4 to 6 , rarely 7, 
nilar to tliosc of/’, tmjor (1792) — white speckled svltb reddisb brown — 
It larger and more boldly blotched. Average sise of CO eggs 17-C X 14-1 
m (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Male similar to spllouelus (1812) but greyer, lea yellow 
flanks. Black edge of fcalhers of upperparts more estcmlve. 

Female has black ofunderparU (median ilripe) replaced by dull olive-yellow, 
u darker lhan the res I of the underparti. Mantle less marked wilh black than m 

YouaB.’^Moie, crown dull black; back duller and black paro nol sharply deling 
lees of tcrliais greenish white instead of bluish white. Black on coverts 
/brown and the spots creamy wltile. Below, black porliom duller and browner, 
St of undcfparts dirty cream yellow. 

MZASiniEVttNTS 

Wing flill 

(from feathers) 

(P 9 72-78 lO-II '-22 

Weight I (p 18 g (SdR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1812. 

Genus SyevibarUs Burton 

Srledparus Burton. 1836 (1835), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 153. 

T>T>e, by monotypy, Sylciparus modestus Burton 

Very close to Paws. Piflers from it in having propotlionalely shorter, smskef 
II and very slightly forked, aimost square, ull. 

SYL^^T•AS^U$ WODESTUS BuftOn 
Key to the Sobspcclce 
- Darker and duller S. m. 


Tail 


e. 58 mm 
(Baler) 


1813. Simla Yellowbrowed Tit. S^Mporus modestus simlamsis lUln 

Sjlmtansssuodsslus nmloxusu Baker, 1917, Bull. Brit. Ora. Cl. 38: 8 (Simb) 
Baker, Fni No. 71, Vol. 1:88 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recofded. 

SIZE. Sparrow - ; length r. 9 cm (3J in.). 
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FJELB CHAKACTERS. As in 1814, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HAETTAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, locally common. The svestem Himalayas from Ladakh (Leh) and 
western Kashmir (Srinagar and Fir Panjal) east to Kumaon (Vaurie, 1965). 
Altitudinal tfrstribution imperfectly knowru Recorded in summer at r. 2 1 00 m 
(northern slopes of Fir Panjal) and from 3000 to 3600 m (Ladakh). Very 
uncommon in winter (Oaober to March) between c. 1200 and at least 
2400 m from Kashmir to Simla. In summer noted to frequent willows 
(Ladakh) and apricot orchards (Sutlej Valley). In the cold season observed 
in ban oak forest, deciduous jungle and gardens. 

OENERAI. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1814. 

BREEDDtc. Unknown. 

Mosatni Diagnosis. Like iruxfesim (18141 but paler and brigbicr, more s'cllnwisb, 
above and below. 

MEASUREMENTS 


BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(from skull) 



IS 

16 

35 

. (HW) 


COLOURS OF Bare parts. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs and feet plumbeous. 


1814. Easters Yellowbrowed Tit. mdalus modaliu Burton 

Sjbipams naJtstas Burton, 1836 (1835), Proc. Zool. Soe. London; 154 UpuJ Montes 
Himalayensis = Nepal ride Baker, 1920, Handlist; 8) 

Sjlvifmu latmalm Rippon, 1906, Bulk Bril. Om. a. 16; 87 (Mt Victoria) 
Baker, FBI No. 70, Vol. 1 : 88 
Plate 95, fig. 21 
i-OGAL KAUES, Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 9 era (3^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small oUve-gTccn bird easily nusiaken for a leaf 
wmbler. Abort, olive-green with a pale eye-ring. A short tuft-like crest often 
raised. A short, bright yeUow supercilium but not alwap visible in the 6 eld; 
more clearly seen when the diminutive crest is erected in agitation or court- 
ship. Below, paler, oUvc-bulf. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisiREBimoH and HABITAT. Fairly common resident, subject to 
vertical movements. The Himalayas from Nepal easi through Arunachal 
Pradesh (Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 68 ), thence south through Nagaland, Manipur 
and Cachar (eastern Barail Range). Recorded in summer between 2100 m 
(Lhalung— Ludlow) and 3200 m (Bigu — GD), in autumn up to 4200 m 
(central Nepal — Smythies). In tvintcr, noted betiveen 1500 and 2900 m.' 
In summer affects fairly open oak and rhododendron forest, mixed deci- 
duous and conifer forest, mossy broad-leaved forest, and scrub near timber- 
line. In svinter, noted in heavy rhododendron and evergreen jungle, and 
bushes on hilEidcs. , 

The Chin HUls of Burma, southeastern Tibet (south of the 
main range) and east through Szechuan and Yunnan to northern Vietnam; 
also the mountains of Fukien. Another subspecies (khssi) in Vietnam. 

13 
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Syhiponis modestus 



GENERAL HABITS. Quict and unobtrusivc. Usually found in the mixed 
hunting parties ofRcdhcadcd and Greenbacked tits, sivas, ^oihinas, creepers, 
goldcrcsts and leaf warblers, from the last of which it is difficult to dis- 
tinguish. In summer oftencr met with singly or in small parties of its own. 
Frequents the tops and foliage canopy of trees as well as bushes, moving 
about busily, clinging to leaves and sprigs in acrobatic posiUom like a tit, 
or flitting restlessly among the foliage, nervously flicking its wings like a leaf 
svarblcr (SA). ‘ In appearance and habits very like a PI^Uoscopvs * (Proud). 
* . . . indccdT procured my first specimen under the impression that I was 
shootihg a willow ss'arblcr, though once known it may be identified svith 
fair certainty * (H\V). 

FOOD. Insects, ants, grubs, caterpillars and occasionally some vegetable 
matter. On one occasion ‘ seemed to feed almost entirely on the pupae of 
the Torlrix moth or something similar which arc found in the curlcd-up 
leaves * (Proud). 

VOICE and calls. Call-notes, a ^vcak, very high-pitched psit or buzzy 
tzee (Fleming) and a curious grating chmr (Smythies). ‘ The note very 
mutdi resembles that of the British Blue Tit * (A. E. Jones). Song, a thin shrill 
zrr-zi zrr-ri uttered endlessly in April (Proud) ; a high squeaking iee 

repeated 5-8 times in a 5-sccond period (Fleming). Song period early March 
to end of May. 

BREEDING. Unknown imtil recently described from Central Nepal, 
c, 2400 m (R. L. Fleming, Jr., 1973, JBNHS 70 (2)). S^asofi, April-May. 
P^estf a thick pad of squirrel fur and brotsm moss in a tree-hole (rhododend- 
ron, maple) benveen half and 6 metres from ground, with narrow vertical 
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entrance slit. 4-6, white without noticeable marking,; unmeasured as 
broken in removal. A male shot on 5 April (Bhutan) fully mature 
gonads (8x5 mm) and was evidently breeding (S.-^). Not ^-et fully fledged 
^Dung recorded on 1 1 May. 

MtJszui! Diagnosis. Differs fro/n nrnlemsit in being darker and duller, leo 
ydlowish. 

MEASURZICENTS ‘ 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

cTc? 57-64 J 

9 9 54-62 } '-I7 

(BB, Stres., SA, Stevens, NBK) 

Weight 8 6-I-8-5; 699 6-2-7-8 g (R.AP, GD). 3 (Fcb.-Mar.) 

6-7; 499 (Fcb.-Mar.) 6-7 g (SA, BB). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible dark homy, 
bluish slat}' on base and grc)*ish white on the sides ofils anterior half; lower mandible 
bluish slaty with a dark tip. Legs, feet and claws bluish slaty. 


Tail 

r 35-41 mm 
k 33-39 mm 


Subfamily Remizinae: PenduUnc Titmice 
For description see A Kew Diciiomay of Birds, 1964, pp. 823-4 

Genus Cephalopyrus Bonaparte 

Cephalopyrus Bonaparte, 1854, CompL Rend. Acad. Sd, Paris 38: 62. 

Type, by monot}py, Ae^thatus fanmiceps Burton 
Bill short and straight, very pointed. Tail and wings short; first primary (as.) 
\cry short. Tarsus in front covered with trans\-ersc scales. A holc-nestcr. 


Cephalopyrus flammiceps (Burton) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Paler, more jtllowbh; orange colour more extensive C- /. Jl amr . i ctps 

Darker, more olK-e; orange colour less cxtcnsi^'c C.f. olhecais 


1815, Western Firecapped Tit. farramupsjlammictps (Burton) 

Af^tslss [jiclfiesaidctps Burton, 1836 (1835), Proc. Zool. Soc, London: 153 
(e^ Montes Himalaj-ensis, restricted to Mussoorie b>' ^\^ustlc^, 1924, Bull. BriL 
Om. CL 45: 15) 

Baker, FBI No. 949 (pan), ^^ol. 2: 545 
Plate 95, £ig. 6 

local KASfzs. None recortied. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 9 cm (3J in.). 

riELD CHARACTERS. A dumpy short-tailed bird, reminiscent of a fiower- 
peckcr. 

Male (summer). Abavt, forecrown bright orange-scarlet. Rest of upper- 
yellowish olive. Wings bro-wn svith two \*clIow wing-bars, the lower 
uToadcr and more prominent. Below, chin and throat bright orange-scarlet 
to saffron 5 ’cllow on breast and pale }*cIIoav on belly: 

^ ^ inter plumage duller: no orange on crown, which is j-eBowish olive; 
tincerparts \*cUowish white with a ycUower tinge on throat and breast. 


Female. Above, olive, yellow on forehead and yellowish on rump. A 
broad yellow wing-bar. Below, pale yellowish olive, centre of belly cream- 
bufT. Winter plumage duller; no yellow on forehead. 

Male in breeding plumage unmistakable. Othenrisc very similar to 
Syleiparus but distinguished by >-cllow on wing. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmOK and HABITAT. Summcr visitor to the western 
Himala>'as, locally common. Gilgit, Baltistan, Ladakh and the Raw’alpindi 
dbt. (Murrec) cast to Garhwal (Dchra Dun). Breeds between 2000 and 
3300 m; in Kashmir observed as high as 3500 m in dwarf willmvs. Affects 


Cephalopyrus flammiceps 



EHH Breeding Winter 

X femrrJceps (1815) 2 olirccrus {1816) 


poplars, willows, oak forest, orchards, mixed forest of hazel, elm and walnut 
just below the silver fir zone, wooded hillsides or dense jungle. Winters in 
central India from Etawah and Kanpur to Raipur, Nagpur and Schore. 
Observed once in Ambala in December; 2 specimens collected in Bharatpur, 
E. Rajasthan, in January (SA). 

Extralimilal. Has strayed once to Afghanistan. 

uicRATiON. Arrives on breeding grounds in April- Passage in the foot- 
hills mostly in second half of Alarch and early April, unnouced in 
autumn. Recorded in winter quarters from the middle of October to March, 
once as late as 1 5 hlay. 

GENERAL HABITS. In thc non-bfceding season keeps in small hunting 
parties, usually of its own, sometimes in company with \*arious leaf warblers. 
On migration larger parties of vp to 20 or 30 birds may be met with. Flits 
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restlessly about the tops of trees, worfang the blossoms, catkins or old seed- 
cases after the manner of redpolls or tits, clinging upside down and sideivays 
to the extremity of small twigs to examine the foliage. Flicks ^vings nervously 
like a leaf warbler. Movements and habits very similar to those of leaf 
warblers and also of Sylviparus, Dicaeum and ^osterops. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects, also leaf- and flower-buds. Has been observed 
eating the exudation from petioles of banyan leaves. 

VOICE and CAtxs. Song described as a faint twittering reminiscent of 
that of ZosUrops but more sustained; also like a feeble version cT song of 
Goldfronted Serin (Saimis pnsillus) — HW. 

BREEDINC. Season, early April to Jimc. JWrl, a mere pad of fine strips of 
dr>' grass, sometimes mbeed tvith a few soft fcathere; placed in a hole in a 
tree-trunk or branch, from near the ground up to 15 metres or so, generally 
benveen 6 and 12 metres. Eggs, normally 4, pale bluc-grccn, unmarked. 
Average size of 40 eggs 14-6 x 11 mm (Baker). Building of nest by female, 
invariably escorted by sin^g male. Period, and share in incubation, 
unrecorded. Feeding of yourig by both parents, sanitation apparently by 
female alone. Female sits very dose, and if disturbed ‘ puffs * or hisses at 
the intruder after thc’'nianner of tits (Jones). 

Museum Diagnosb. For distinction from olioaceusstc 1816. 

Young. Uppcrparts dull olive tinged with brown. Bar on median coverts dull 
yellowish, less distinct than in adult. Underparts sullied ^vhite irregularly tinged 
with yellow. Postjuvenal moult of body-feathers and at least some coverts. 

Adult undergoes a moult of body-feathers in Februarj*. Postnuptial mouh com- 
plete. Adult in fresh \rintcr plumage at end of August. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill ' Tarsus Tail 

(from skiili) 

O' 9 58-64 9-10 13-15 30-33 mm 

(SA, MD) 

COLOURS OF BARF. FARTS. Iris bfowH. Bill brownish plumbeous. Legs and feet 
plumbeous. 


1816. Eastern Firccajpped Tit. Cephalopyrm Jlammiceps otivacens Rothschild 


Cepkalopyrus flanmieeps olivaceus Rothschild, 1923, Novit, Zool. 30: 263 
(Vicinity of Tengyueh) 

Cephalopynis Jlammiceps saluratus Whistler, 1924, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 43: 15 
(Sikkim) 

Baker, KBl No. 949 (part), Vol. 1 : 545 


LOCAL NANtES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrotv— ; length e. 9 cm (3J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1815, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Very little recorded. Apparently 
rare and very' locally distributed. Known only from specimens taken in 
printer in Sikkim and Bhutan between 300 and 2300 m, and in thejalpaiguri 
and Buxa duars. One specimen from E. Nepal in British Museum. • 
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Recorded from northern Yunnan, northern Stechoa, , a 
southeastern Tibet (Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 205). ». d 

.GENERAL KABrTs, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1815. 

7 ’I"'” in Bhuwn (at e. 2})] 

7 and 9 M.'irch had mature gonads, evidently ready to breed (SA). 

MtOTUu Diagnojb. Upperparu darlcr, more olive-green than in nocfci- 
finm^aps (18)5). Orange patch on forehead of male imallcr; orange ofundeminl 
more reduced and breast more greenish, less yellotvish. Female also roorecTreriS 
on breast. 


measiirements 


2 d'd’ 


Wing 
59, 60 


Bill r 

(from skull) 

10, 10 


Tarsus 


15, 16 


Tati 

32, 35 mra 
(SA) 


Weight 2 7, 7g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris dark brown; eyc-rim plumbeous. Bill, Itp ,rKl 
feet plumbeous-slate; mo\illi yellow, plumbeous anteriorly. 


Ornus Remiz Jarocki 

l?emiz Jarocki, 1819, Spis, Ptakow Kr6r. Waraawa: 21. T\pe, by subscqucni 
designation, Pams peiuluVtnus Cuvier r- Mottuilla Penlulhm Linnaeus 
Of. Dementiev, G. P., 1935, VOiseaui 82-5. 

Vauric, C., 1957, AVif., No. 1853: 4-G. 


Genus characters similar to those of Cepbalopjrrtis; diffci-s ni.itijly in buildln? a 
hanging nest. * 


1817, Pendallne Tit, Rendz pendulinus eoromtus (Sc^’crtrov) 

Aegithalus ceronahts Severtaov, 1872, Vertik. TurkesL Zbivotn.: 136, pi. 9, fig. 3 
(Khodzhent, Turkestan) 

' Baker, FBI No. 86, Vol. 1 : 100 
Plate 9.5. fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. A’onc rccordcd. 

SIZE.' Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small bufiish lit with a conspicuotts blackish baud 
through eye and round the crown. Above, crown whitish. Forehead, a broad 
band through eye, ear-coverts and around nape brownisli black; this nuchal 
band very variable in extent, sometimes covering most of the crown. Upper 
back whitish, followed by a trans\’crsc chestnut band. Rest of back day- 
colour. A dark chestnut patch on wing srith a buff loivrr edge. Flight- 
feathers and rcctriccs broadly edged with white. Below, throat white con-' 
tinned as a collar on sides of neck and upper back. Rest of underpam 
rream-buff suffused with dark rufous on breast and n.Tnks. Female similar 
but nuchal b^d narrower. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor in small n’inibcrt to 
ihc plains of ihc Indus cast lo Lahore, Baha\\-aln3^r, B.-vhawalpur (Punjab), 
and south to Sukkur in Sind. A possible breeder in lad.tkh (Changchenmo, 
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r. 4900 ni), where obtained on 1 June with i«tcs much swollen, * It is more 
than likely that they W'crc breeding in the abundant thick scrub in the dry 
river-bed’ (Meinertzhagen, Ibis 1927: 415). Affects tamarisk-acacia scrtib 
jungle along rivers; and sheesham trees (Dalbergia) along canal banks and 
in forest plantations. During migration may occur in gardcits orchards or 
bushes on hillsides. 

Exlralimital. Extends north through Turkestan to the Sayans and the 
upper Ycniscy. The species ranges west to Spain and cast through southern 
Siberia to Amurland and northern China. 

MIGRATION. A short-range migrant. W^ithin our limits migrates through 
N.W.F.P. (Peshawar, Kohat) in the second half of Mardi and first week 
of April. Autumn passage, unnoticed. Recorded in winter quarters from 
September (earliest 19 Sept.) to March (latest 20 March). 

GENERAL HABITS. In. Winter usually seen in parties of from 2 to 40 
individuals, sometimes in company with whitc-cyes, Hunts in the foliage of 
trees and bushes, clinging upside dotvn and sideways to the leaf clustcn and 
sprigs in the typical manner of tits. 

FOOD. Small insects and their larvae. 

VOICE and calls. A mousy cheeping note constantly uttered as it 
moves shout— -swee suee etc. (SA), resembling that of Dunietia or 


i^osterops, 

BREEDING. Season, end of May and June. J\'est, a pouch-shaped pendant 
structure of very soft vegetable dotvTi intricately woven, or felted, with a 
protniding, spout-Iikc entrance near the top; generally hung from the end 
of a brancli, often over w-ater, at heights of one to five metres or so. For 
details see Dementiev. Eggs 5 to 9, white, unmarked. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Clharactcrs, 

MEASUREMENTS 


t»>I OURS OF DARF PARTS. 
Legs and feel dark slate. 


. 'fail 

{ 49-44 mm 
39-43 mm 
(HW. MD) 

Iris broM-n. Bill dark brown with pale-colourcd edge*. 



Wing 

Bill 

'larsus 



(from skull) 


o’'d’ 

50-54 \ 

lo-n 

13 

9 9 

52-54/ 



.Subfamily Aecithalinae : laingiailni Tiimicc 
For clfsrription see A Xm Diitimcry if Birdi, ly64, p. 823 


Gcirus Aecithalos Hermann 


Hermann. 1804, Obs. Zool.: 214. Type, by monoljpy. 
Pipr,? fWe/cea Hermann .= Pena ceeidiu Linnaeus 
AEpAeli<aa Cabanis, 1851, Mus, Hein. 1 : 90. Ts-pe, by origin.a) designation, 
Pena njAmaphetia Vigors = Pjcllrij cmc'ima Gould 


Jill vers- short and stout; eulmcn strongly curved; nostrilt hidden by stnalf 
thers. Fi'tst primary (as.) sstII developed but shorter than half the length orseeoml. 
11 longer titan sving, muJh graduated. Plumage very soft. 


Key to the Species 


B Centre of throat not white 

1 Ccturc of throat silvery wi 

2 Centre of throat black 


Key to the Subspecies 


B Supcrcilium white 

1 Smaller and darker; back slaty. 

2 Larger and paler; Iwclc grey. . . 



Page 

.. A. fiiieogularix 

2W 

...,A. iffufcbutoi 

206 

A. cortiinnui 

200 

1 

20J 

A. t, 

2Cr» 

,A. r. mhrUepilhi 

201 

A. <. xrtddn 



1 01 B. Western Redheaded Tit. AezilMei ennewmt ireJelli (ll.slrr') 

AEglAallsna cerainm iiiJelt! Vei-eT. 1920, Oull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 41: B, tic. i.sme for 
Penis nylhottphelia \'igon, 1831. esc P. esjlhreiiphelui Llnnaeiu 
(Himalayas, restricted to Sinil.n) 
ii.ikcr, nil No, 77 (part), Vol. 1:91 

Plate 95, fig. 4 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordctl. 

aiZE. Sparrow — ; length f. 10 cm (4 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Above, crown rufom-chcstmii; supcrcilmm uhtf^r 
US to car.eovens bbek; eye ydloss-Uh ssliilc. Back grey; svmgs btwn 
th a darker sliouldcr-patdt. Tail broivn with white outer edge ami bps- 
loto chin and sides of throat ssliitc; centre of throat black. Rest ofuml'r- 
rts odiraccous buff. .Sexes alike. Voitng birds bas e svbttc tbrtat. 

STATL-s, DiSTKtBtmo.N- and itAurTAT. Common 

tvements'. Pakistan in N. Baluchistan (Ziarai) and N.W.F.I . (Fesbawa . 
d presumably the inlers-cning ranges), ihcncc cast along 
malayas thtougU the Murree hUIs, the JItelum 

illcyofKashmir), Kishtsvar, Jammu (?), and Himachal Pradesh 

d kulu) to si-cstcm Nepal (Fleming &■ Traylor, IMI ; m 

57) grading info ro3ftVu(:/7/nr in N’epal. Breeds beltscen 14 an - 

ndering in svin.er doss-n to 900 m or up to 2900 m. 

t 3 in open forest, especially oak svoods. Abo visits gardens. . 

BescRAL HAnm."\'cty sociable, restless and fiusy; 
cks, often associated svitb ,t‘’dere/>s, Ie,sf 'varblcn, tree . '.:g, 

1 , Frequents bushes as well as the canopy of trea, aettse > j-n-jl.s- 
,vcs and tsvigs, banging upside dmvn or clinging ,, 

; still for a second and * flossing on rapidly m 
hion from tree to free. Very confiding. o.ten ignoring ' ■ J' 
lervcr. Breeding birds pair off in Mareb but parties may be 
t the nesting ssnisoti. Unlike tits of the genus Peru sv 
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Atfhhatos concfnnus 



trtdaUi (1818) EZ 3 Tuincaptllus (1819I 


manipurmsis {t^ 2 o) Extralimiial sspp. 

holes, this species favours a sheltered branch in a bush, along wluch birds 
huddle together in the manner of parrotbills or munlas. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects; also tiny seeds and fruits. Particularly fond of 
wild raspberries (iZu&ia). 

VOICE and calls. Call-notes, a soft trr-frr-lrr or tz-iz-tz continually 
uttered while foraging; also some little, almost bell-like notes. Alarm-note 
a rustling prrn-pmi usually taken up by every member of the party. 

BREEDma. Seasojit end' of March to May, occasionally June. Single- 
brooded. Kestf a small upright oval structure very like that of the Long- 
tailed Tit (j4. caudatns)j about 10 to 15 cm in its long axis, srith the entrance 
on the side near the top; made of green moss mixed with lichen, rootlets, 
scraps of bark and vegetable do^sm, all bound together with cobweb, 
especially cocoons, perfectly camouflaged in its surroundings. It is densely 
lined trith feathers and suspended between several twigs or wedged into a 
fork, usually in a low bush or stunted oak within easy hand reach; occa- 
sionally higher: once built in a clump of fir cones sopie 12 metres up in the 
tree. Eggs, 3 to 8 , generally 4 to 6 , white to pale Ulac-svhite, wth tiny 
pinldsh red freckles disposed in a deruc ring around the larger end, sparse 
clscsvherc. Unmarked eggs have been found. Average size of 100 eggs 
13*9 X 10*6 mm (Baker). Share of the sexes in the nesting duties, and 
incubation period, unrecorded. 

Muszuu DtAGNOsn. Sec Fidd Characters. Differs from rvbrieoptUus (1819) 
in being larger (cf, tveight), and m having the back grei'er and the crown paler. 


202 AEGITHALINAE 

Young similar to adult but crown paler; chin and throat white, rest of under- 
parts paler vdth a pectoral line of indistinct black spots. Posljuvcnal moult complete. 
Postnuptial moult complete, about Augusi-Scpicmbcr. 

MEAStmEMENTS 

Wing 33-57; 9 9 49-52 mm (Rand £c Fleming) 

Weight 2 a-5,9; 3 9 9 6-7-.7 g (RAP). 

COLOURS OF BARE BARTS. As in 1819. 

J 819. Eastern Redheaded Tit. Aegithalos concinnus nbricapillus (Ticchurst) 

AEgiAaliseiu coname nibncapilius Ticchurst, 1925, Bull, Brit. Orn. Cl. 46 ; 22 (Sikkim) 
Baker, FBI No. 77 (part), Vol. 1 : 93 
LOCAL NAME. Pjimg‘saTT^ (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow’. — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERi. As in 1818, q.V. 

STATiTS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to 
seasonal movements. Nepal (where grading into iredalei) eastward through 
.SikJam, Daijccling disL, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh. Breeds between 
1400 and 2700 m, possibly up to 3200 m, wandering in w’inlcr up to 3600 m 
(Sikkim) or down to 600 m (Bhutan foothills). Affects light deciduous forest 
and secondary growth of brambles etc.; sometimes deodar or pine forest. 

Exiralimital^ Adjacent areas of southeastern Tibet. The species ranges 
north to Kansu, east to Chekiang, Formosa, Kwangtung and northern 
Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1818. 

BREEDING. As in 1818. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from tredaUt (1818) in having ilie crown d.irkcr. 
tlic back more slaty, and in being smaller (cf. wdght). 

JfEASUREJfENTS 


IVing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



47-55 \ 

7-8 

16-17 

r 48-53 mm 

45 - 52 / 

\ 43-50 mm 


(BB, Sfevens, SA, Rand & Fleming) 

Weights o'a'6-6-9(av.6-5);5 9 9 5-&-7-1 (av. 6-4) g (RAP). 5 (f cf (sum- 
mer) 5*5-6*9; 2 99 (summer) 5*8, 7 g (GD). 15 cf 9 (winter) 5-7*5 (a v. 5*81 g 
— SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris ycUowish whitc. Bill black. Legs and feet dull 
orange-brown or brownish yellow; claws pale homy or brownish homy. 

1820. Manipur Redheaded Tit. Aegilhalos condnmis mampurensis (Hume) 

AF.(^‘t^/ucttj) njem^t/ffnjw Hume, 1888, Stray Feathers 11: 254 
(Eastern hills, Manipur) 

Baker, FBI No. 78, Vol.~l : 94 
Plate 95, fig. 5 
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 
nstD CHARACTERS. As in 1818, q.V. 
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STATUS, DBTRiBUT/ON and HAstTAT. Resident, 'locally common. Naga- 
land, Manipur, and in the Cachar, Khasi and Mizo hills. Breeds above 
e. 1500 m. Affects bushes in mixed or pine forest, and secondary grow'lh- 

ExtTalimUd. The Chin Hills of Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1818. 

BREEDING. As in 1818. Avcmgc sizc of 19 cggs 13 * I X 10*4 mm (Baker), 

Museusi Diagnosis. Differs from mbTicapHlus in having the supercilium raix^ 
black and white (r. pure wWte) and the abdomen darker, separated from black of 
throat by a whitc band. 

measurements. As in 1819, perhaps a little smaller. Wing 2 cJ'd* 48, 49 mm 
(Stres.). 

Weight 2 o' o' 5-5, 7; 1 9 5-5 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1818. 

1821. Whitecheeked Tit. Aegithalos leucogcnys (^loorc) 

OriUi levcogenjrs Moore, 1854, in Honficld & Moore, Cal. Bds. Mus, E.I. Co. 1; 

374 (‘ %s-oods above Balu Chughur * « Bharowal above Bala Chaquar Serai, 
northeast Afghanistan, vide \Miistlcr, 1944, JBNHS 44; 51G) 

Baker, FBI No. 83, Vol. 1 : 97 
Plate 95, hg. i 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length r. 1 0 cm (4 in.) . 

FIELD ciLARACTERS. Aborf, crottTi fuIvous bfotm. A broad black band 
from lores and around eye to nape. Eye pale straw' colour. Back oUve-grey. 
\Vmgs bro\sTi, darker at shoulder. Tail browm with whitc outer edge. Below, 
sides of throat and checks white; chin and centre of throat {* bib ’) black. 
Rest of underparts pale cinnamon-buff. Sc.xcs alike. 

Distinguished from A. roncinnus by absence of whitc supercilium. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Impcrfccily knowTi. Resident, 
subject to vertical movements; locally abundant- Paldstan from Chitral 
south to Ziarat (N. Baluchistan) and cast through Gilgit and Baltistan to 
the Sind \’allcy (Kashmir); in N.W.F.P. cast to Attock. Breeds between 
I W and 2600 m, in Chitral up to 3600 m (Fulton, JBNHS 16: 46). In 
winter descends locally to 450 m (Attock). Affects bushes in forest, ilex 
scrub, tamarisk bushes along rivers (N.^V.F.P-) and jumper forest (Ziarat). 

-Extrah'mUal. Adjacent parts of casttma Afghanistan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Thosc of thc gCHUs (cf. 1 81 8). Kccps in paitics of 6 to 
12 individuals, usually in company with other tics and creepers etc. moving 
from tree to tree. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects and their' eggs and larvae. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note priut-i continually uttered while foraging 
(Whitehead). Also ul, at and a weak blurring alarm-note (Paludan). 

BREEDING. Scoson, end of March to ^lay. AVjf, an upright oval ball 
measuring about 11 by 8 cm, with a lateral cntrancc-holc towards thc top; 
made of moss and grass leaves bound with cobweb and dcnsclv lined with 
feathers; usually placed near the top of an oak bush between one and three 
metres or so abovT the ground. Eggs, 5 to 8 , ^vhitc, sornctimes with a faint 
rone of pinkish red spots round the large end; they measure about 14-7 X 
9*9 mm (Whitehead). 


Aegithalos feacogenfs, 4 . nirecgulcrit, 4 . fouschistos and 4 . benrehti 



I mrevgularu (1822) HI iouscfiisfos (1823) 

I bmralofi (S£. Range impcrfecily Irucoger^ (* 821 ) 


knovm) . 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. Bill stouter and more strongly curstd 
on culmcn than in A. niteogvlaris (1822). 

Young similar to adult but crown paler, check-bahd cream instead of v.hiic, 
black of throat replaced by dull pinkish brown wiih dusky bases to the feathers; 
an indistinct pectoral band of blackish streaks. 
measurements 


Wing Bill 


Tanus Tail 


(from skull) 

o'er 57-59 \ 

9 9 52-55 J ^ 


f. 17 


r 53-57 mm 
\ 49-52 mm 


(Paludan, .MD. CBT) 

Weight 4 o’o’ 6-5-7-4; 3 9 9 6-1-7 g (RAT). 5 o’O' (breinJing) S~B;4 9 9 
(breeding) 6-7 g * — Paludan. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. IrU palc Straw. Bill black. Legs and feet pinkish 
bro%»n; claws brown. 


1822. 4VIutethroated Tit. Aegithalos ntt^gularis (Gould) 
Aeer.thipartts niceovolcru Gould, 1855, Bds. Asia 2(7)» pk 67 
(North India, restricted to northern Punjab by Vauric, 1937, 
Amcr. Mus. NoviL, No, 1853: 20j 
Baker, FBI No. 84. Vol. 1 : 93 
PUte 95, fig. 2 
LOCAL NAscEs. None recorded. 
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^ Spanfw - ; ,«g,h ,0 ^ (4 j - 

ban* partially mooting on **■' *"•» 

upper back; mst of back =‘=™» 

shoulders. TaU greyish bro«^^th Jf * «lark brown 

and sides ofneck white fonninir a collar mr ^uleredge. Silaw, tiiroat 
ac^ breast. Belly vinaceous buff ^ 

whtte throat and fombead. and black .^-o^p,. h^p 

-bject to 

through Kashmir, Himarl.,^ Pradesh f^af” eastss-ard 

Garhwa3.,Brrcds between 2400 anf? Simla) and 

descending in ^vintertof JSOOm ARV^-t Garhw-al up to 3600 

or oak, m^edCrorbd^d ^TT 

wdlosvs and rhododendrons at timber-line *’™“ deodar; also dwarf 

oftST^o^-wi* ii fS- 

wo Amg mo^tically through bushes Ltd foliaS^r^ 
robu. ChieHy insects. ® or irees. 

reS/o^GolSf-^^- ^ - 

sirX^r*at tme ^rad':^U"'i:.i *"'■ P-”'’ 

hv^ '““^btor (1823) not only by colour pattern but aim 

b> lo lai^r size and length of bill, and colour of the iris. 

Young similar to adult but throat pinkish while, pectoral band darker and 
more conspicuous, and rest of underparts more huff, less pink. 

XTEASUREMENTS 

"■“S Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

S'" 18 52-58 mm 

(Vaurie, JrfD) 

nTu'V P™ dark brotvn (Abbott) or reddish brown (HW). 

BiU blacka Legs and feet orange-brown or yellowish bross-n. 


aegithalinae 

1823. Rnronsfronted Tin ArjiMc/ar Wsr5t«as .WlWn (Hod^, 
P.(cnu) iruufetas Hodgson. 1844,^ BI>^; Jour. Asiat. Soc Braga. IH,,, 

(ir epaiy 

Bakcr.'FBI No. 85, Vol. 1 ; 99 
Plate 95, tig. 3 
LOCAL NAuns. None recorded. 

SEE. Sparrow- — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

bu^mo^^Tmo^t^tSn^ A^^^db^^^ 

ycUow. Sides of neck ochraccous buR*' rcs/ofi.nrw- ^ ^^sfnpc. tyt 
darker shouldcr-patch. Tail with nar^w white 
t^t silvery white, the base of feathers and chin bla^l^M 
stdm of and rot of undetparts rurous.cmnamon.1S« ^ 
Roundtsh siivery throat-patch, broad greyish ' centre nartioo > ™ 

and ferrugmous underparts identify the onomm, 

STATUS, msnuBunott and habitat. Common resident subiett to rar,g 

a Pnsm central Nepal (IWd I^S 

50. 362; Ht^g & Traylor, ruUuma S3; 185) east Woueh 
Pradesh (Ludlow, /Ws I944-: 68).s Occurs between 2700 Md 
seasons, descending to r. 2400 m during cold spells. Affecu Iw 
cciduoiB treoMd bushes, shrubby undetgrowTh of rose, barbeiTs' houl 

after. the b^ng se^n. Appears to be more plentiful in the drier r^ 
Exlrahmlal. Southeastern Tibet and southwestern Szechuan. 

to ■d"‘r'K ^l”*” f P^ breeding, otheiwise in parties up 
to 30 mdt«dual5 by themselves or in comp-my with Panti reiitWu P 
duhom Md other msccuv^us species, however not in the same localiun 
ivith Aegtthaks aecimiu (GD). Forages in the crowns of high trees as wxil as 
in uusjicsa 

FOOD. Ii^is and their eggs and larvae. Also some legctable mstler. 
VOICE and calls. Constantly utters a short sliaip nolc as it flits from 
tmg to tAvig. 

BREEDINO. Seaim, from circumstantial ci-idcncc. htay to July. A'«l and 
eggf tinJenown. 

^ru5EUM Diagnosis. S« Field Characi'en. 

young similar to adult but underparta including throat paler cinimnon. 
SmASOWlMENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

“P? 53-60 9-10 /y-ig 45.53 

(Vaurie, Stres., SA, MD) 

Weight 3 dtos (May) 6-5-7-,5 g (GD). 3 d’d’ (winter) 7. 7, 7 g — S.^k. 
coieOURs OF BAKE TARTS. Iris Icmon-j^cllow, Bill black* Lrgs and feet yellow- of 
orange-brown to dark brov^m. 


* An alU^peo^ P. hnvdott iharpd, octun on Mt Victoria from 2500 m to the luiWTut, 
^ ® winter, a)id may be expected in the high ranges of Manipur tod 
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Family Sittidae; Nuthatches and Creepers 
Sublatnily Sittinae: Nutitatches ' 

For description see Baker, E. C. S., 1922, FBI 1 ; 120-1 ; Wilherby, H. F„ <t cl., 
1938, Is 240-1; Van Tj-ne, J. & Berger, A. J., 1959 : 513; Ham Lshrl, 1964,’ 
articie Nuthatch * in Thomson, A. L, (ctL), A Ainc Dirtitmatjr of Birds, London fit 
New Vork. ^ 



\Mutetaned Nuthatch (1834) 


Genus SiTTA linnBCus 
SitUt linnaetts, 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 115. 

Type, by monotypy, Sitta rttre^ra Linnaeus 
Bill a little longer than the head, straight, horizontally compressed lovrards the 
lip, which is ndther notched nor toothed. Nostrils partly hidden b>' bristles and 
feathen; no rictal bristles, Wings long, about twice the length of tail; first primary 
(as.)'short. Tail short and square. Tanus short co\Tred anteriorly with iransvmc 
scale; hallux with claw longer than middle toe, and longer than tarsus. , 

Key to the Species 

Page 
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Page 

II Upprapara ashy; size large, tanus over 21 mm .1. l/phmcic 122 

in Upperparts slaty or bluish slaty; size medium; tarsus under 20 mm 

C Crown black S.lrcrcpm 217 

D Crown more or less slaty 

1 Middle pair of rectrices partly white S. kmeUjnsis 219 

2 No white on middle pair of rectrices 

a Under tail-co>-erls rufous S. rurope/j fAiAcuVnii* Stfl 

b Under tail-costrts partly white 

) Breast ashy ..f. rtfropaea iM^iunrit 2t t 

U Breast rich chestnut (o') or fawn colour (9) S.castexra ^ 211 

SiTTA £UROl*A£A Linnacus 

Cr. Dcignan, H. G., 1945, Bull. US. Aat. .Ifiu., No. 186: 315-17; Vaurie, C, 

^ 1950, Amer. Mta. AVih, No. 1472 : 2-9; Voous, K. H. 2c Van Marie, J. G., 1953, 
Ardeo 41, Extra No.: 1-68. 

Key to the Sabapedea 


A Under tail-costrts rufous S. e. cdthnimsu 2C8 

B Under tafl-cmTits white tipped with chestnut 

1 Breast ashy S. t. ttfij’ctr.iU 211 

2 Breast ashy washed with buff. S. t. r»nfiitn 210 


1 824. Kashnur Kathatch. Si(t4t europaea eashmhtnsis Brtx>ks 

^itfa OwftmiVenrir Brooks, 1871, Proc. Asiat. Soc. Bengal: 209 (Kashmir 
Baker, FBI No. 1 14, Vol. 1 : 128 

' Plate 96, fig. 4 

U>CAL NAsres. None recoracd. 

SIZE. Sparrosv — ; length e. 12 cm (4J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, Abovt, bluuh slaty, A black band from lores through 
eye to nape. Tail, when expanded, blackish with white subicrminal spots. 
BtloWf sides of head and chin whitish grading to clnnamott on brean, 
darker (chestnut)' on flanks and vent. Female similar to male but plrf 
below. 

For distinction from S. CAstunea. and S. fdmalayensis, see 1827 and 1834. 

STATUS, DtrnuBunoN and habitat. Common resident, subject to vrrtical 
movements, Pakistan in N.W.F.P. from Shingar and tlic Takht-i-SuUiman 
(N. Baluchistan, Chrisiison, JBNHS 43: 479) north to dtiiral, thence exit 
through Kagan Valley, Murree (?}, the Pir Panjal and Kashmir to the 


I Upperparts with bright blue or purplish blue 

A Tips of wing-cos-erts white 

B No white on upperparts - . 


. .S. ferrsosa 
S. frcntelix 
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Liddar Valley.^ Breeds between 2100 and 3000 ra locally doviTi to c. 1800 m 
(Kashnur), and up to 3300 in in GhitraL Descends more rt^ularly to 
e. 1800 m ir winter. Affects forest of pine, deodar and fir, mixed forest and 
deciduous groves of poplar, ^val^ut, etc. 


Sitto wropece 



Distributional ranges i rcjAmiVnuii (1834) 2 nasomm 11826) 

3 montlum ( 1833 ) 4 Exiralimital Mibspedes 


Extralimital. Adjacent parts of Afghanistan. For range of the species 
see 1825. 

GEKERAL HABITS. Outsidc thc breeding season generally found in twos 
or threes among thc roving parties of tits, ^^’arblcrs and tree creepers. Hunts 
cnci^etically on tree-trunb and larger branches, climbing without thc aid 
of is tail (unlike woodpecker), progressing in little spurts in all directions 
up or down or around horizontal branches, sometimes creeping jerkily 
along their undersides. Keeps to a lower stratum than S. leticopsU and may 
occasiohaliy be observed foraging on the ground. 

FOOD. Insects, seeds and nuts; grit often found in stomachs. Extracts 
kernels from hard-shelled seeds or nuts by wedging them into a hollow or 
crcricc (‘socket*) on a branch and hacking them open by persistent 
hamracr-blou's of thc strong pointed bill (SA). 

VOICE and calls. Ordinary call-note, a pleasant, rippling trill; a harsh 
alarm-note ‘ recalling in miniature the scream of a jay * (H\V). 

BREEDING. end of April to end of June. A'iwf, placed in hollo\%*s 

in trees, often a woodpecker hole, thc entrance of ^vhich Is reduced with 


' Breeding record by \Vh>’inper at Naint Tal 4500 feet (Baker, 1 : 95) pertairu 

to S. caitanea. 
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plastered wet mud to a diameter just large enough for thc bird to scrape 
through; lining material not described but birds have been obscrv’cd to take 
fine flakes of bark from tlic inmks of trees. * Thc Nuthatch works with 
meticulous care and little jerky movements, pecking at thc mud [“ trowell- 
ing **] incessantly, most of thc time with its head dowTiwards * (HW). As a 
rule the masonry work is not prominent, but at times may take thc form of 
a protruding short cone; tlic^ plastering occasionally extends for some 
distance around tlic hole, filling up any little depressions and smoothing 
them off. Chipped pieces of masonry showed small seeds svithin (Bates & 
Losvthcr). Thc masonry' is often of terracotta hardness and not easily broken 
with thc fingers whilst at other times it is quite friable and comes away 
easily. Thc nest-hole may be at any height from two to nine metres or more 
above the ground. Egsh 5 to 7, svhite, marked with reddish spots and small 
blotches. Average size of 50 eggs 19*7 X 14*4 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters and Kc>‘ to the Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

£?£? 82-86 21-23 \ 

9 9 81-86 '20-23 / 

(Paludan, Vauric, Voous, MD) 

Weight 7 (March-Jul>) 17*2-18*3 (av. 17-6); 4 9 9 (March-July) 18*9-21 
(av. 19-7) g — Paludan. 8 (Oct.~Dec.) 17'8-18-6; 699 (Oct.-Dcc.) 17-8- 
18-8 g (RAP). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill blackish plumbeous, basal half 
of lower mandible homy grc\'; mouth fleshy livid. Legs and feet dark brown or 
horny plumbeous. 


Tarsus Tail 

17-18 42-44 mm 


1825. Chin ese Nuthatch. Silla europaea monliwn La Touche 

5‘.(«7to) tnontium La Touche, 1899, Ibis; 404 (Kuatun) ' 

Sitta {nropQta) tibelosinensis Kleinschmidt &. ^Vcigold, 1922, Abh. zool. Mm. Dresden 
15: 10 (Samando, Scurong, Atentsze [= Aluntze, NW. Yunnan]) 

Sitta europaea koryboemis Kinncar, 1940, Bull. BriL Om. Cl. 60: 57 
(Molo, southeastern Tibet), corrected to hongbotasis, 1940, ibid. p. 74 
Not in Baker, FBI 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc Tccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 12 cm (41 in.). 

FIELD characters. As tn CQshmrensis but underparts greyish buff, lower 
flanks chestnut. - 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident in extreme south- 
eastern Tibet on the northern slopes of the main range between 2800 and 
3300 m. May occur in Arunachal Pradesh in thc Tsangpo Bend area. 
Affects holly oak, deciduous and pine forest. 

Extralimital. Northern Burma, Yunnan and Szechuan east to Fukien. 
The species ranges north to Yakutia and ^ve5t across Siberia and the ^liildlc 
East to Morocco and the British Isles. 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. 'As in 1824. 
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voice and calls. Alarm-note, a loud * chiiter ’ rcsembUng the note of 
the British Greenfinch, in no >s’ay resembling the corresponding call of the 
European subspedes (Stanford). 
breemno. Probably as in 1824. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from earkmirauif (1824) in having the undetparls 
grey strongly washed with buff, thc lower flanks chestnut and the under tail-covcrls 
while tipped with chestnuL Differs from nagaensis by thc buff wash on breast. 
measuresients ^ 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 


Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A Bill header; under tail-coverts wih a broad while suhlerroinal band 

1 Paler; undcrparis of male cinnamon-brown S. e. elmoree 212 

2 Darker; underpays of male ebestnut-brown S. c. einnamaventris 213 

3 Male as in 2; female darker ,.S. e. t.oelzi 215 

B BUI finer; under lail-covcrts ashy with narrow pale subtcrminal band; 

females pinker 

4 hfale darker; bill shorter. S. c. castartea 215 

5 Male paler; bill longer S. c. prateri 216 


efri* 76-89 19-20 mm 

9 9 74-88 19-21 mm 

(Kleinschmidt & Weigold, Ma>T, NBK) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Itis btOYoi. Bill gTC>’isU black, grey-blue at base of 
lou'er mandible. Legs and feet plumbeous grey. 

1826. Naga Nntliatcli. Sitta europaea nagaenris Godwln-Austcn 

Sitta nagaetuU Godwin-Ausien, 1874, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 44 (Naga Hills) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 13, Vol. 1 : 127 
PUte 96, &g. 1 

LOCAL N.\MZ. Daorm^o-gephu (Cachari). 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. J2 cm (41 in.). 

field characters. As in 1825 but underparts ashy. Flanks chestnut. 

statl^, DISTRIBUTION and habitat. Common resident. The Paikai 
R^gc, Nagaland, Manipur, and thc Gachar and Khasi hills. Breeds 
between 1400 and 2600 m; occasionally up to 2800 m. Affects mixed 
deciduous and evergreen forest, conifrrous, and light deciduous forest. 

Extralimital. Adjacent parts of Burma (Kachin and Chin hills south to 
Mt Victoria). An apparently isolated population in the high hills ofsoulhem 
Vietnam has been linked to this subspecies. 

general habits and food. As in 1824. 

voice and calls. Song, a loud, clear, rapid piping or trilling, similar to 
that of the European subspecies but softer and less full or sometimes near 
identical. Call-note, a pectiliar drawn-out nasal tjab (Heinrich). 

breedinc. Season^ March to June, jY«t, a pad of fur and scraps of bark 
placed in a tree-hole as in 1824. Eggs, as in 1824; average size of 8 eggs 
18*6 X 13*8 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnosb, Differs from mantium by the pure ashy colour of underparts, 

measurements 

Wing 10 d’d' 75-81 ; ? 9 9 72, 75 mm (Stresemann) 

Wright 2 9 9 13-5. 16-5 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris flark brown. Bill blackish grey at base of lower 
mandible. Legs and feel greenah brown. 

Sitta castanea Lesson 

Cf. ^\^ristlcr. H. & Kinncar, N. B-, 1936, JBNHS 35: 521-2 

Ripley, S. D., 1959, PostOJa, Vale Peabody Mm., No. 42 : 1-1 1 


1827. Western Chestnntbellied Nuthatch. Sitta castanea almorae 
Kinncar & Whistler 

S.iit/a) caslaneormtris almorae Kinncar & \Vhistlcr, 1930, Bull. BriL Om. CU. 51 : 27 
(Valley’ ofRamganga between Ahnora and Pethora) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 1 1 (part), ^'ol. 1 : 1 25 

LOCAL NAME. Siri (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow’ — ; length e, 12 cm (4| in.). 

FIELD characters. Male. Above, bluish slaty. A black band from lores 
to upper back; a prominent white malar patch. Expanded tail show's black 
rcctrices w-ith white subtcrrmnal spots. Below, chin white, rest of underpans 
chcsmul. Under tail-covcrts white and chestnut. 

Female similar but underparts cinnamon. 

^lalc easily dbtinguished from both Kashmir and Whiictailcd Nuiliaichcs 
(1824, 1834) by thc rich chestnut underparts and well-defined white malar 
patch. Female distinguished from thc Kashmir Nuthatch by better defined 
check-patch and white on under tail-covercs; S. hsmalqyensis has the throat 
and breast ochraccous buff, not dull cinnamon, thc black c)'c-stripc shorter, 
and tv'hitc base of tail. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimON and iiABrTAT. Common resident. The western 
Himalayas from Chakrata (western U.P.)' cast to cast-central Nepal, 
between c. 300 and 1500 m at all seasons. Affects deciduous woods and pine 
IbrcsL 

GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 1 828. 

VOICE and calls. Very' different from that of the European Nuthatch 
(GD); sec 3828 for description. Song period in Nepal January to April with 
a resumption from August to October (Proud). 

BREEDING. As in 1 828. Avcragc sizc of 30 19*4 x 14*8 mm (Bali^). 

Museum DiACSOsa- Bill heavy*. Underparts in male cinnamon-brov.-n. Under 
lail-coiTTis ashy grey with broad while subtcrminal patches and cinnamon fringes. 
Both sexes differ from cvxamore^trij in being paler. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

o' o' 

81-87'! 

21-24 

/ I8~20 

40-44 mm 

9 9 

78-85/ 


1 18-19 

40-48 mm 


(HW, BB) 


* For rommena on speamens UbcIIcd * Murret * see WhisUfr, Hit 1930: 77. 
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3 tefa' (1839) 4 castaua {1830) S ffratiri {1B31) 6 Extralimital men 


Weight 8 <?£?! 17-4~Z0'9; 5 p p (Oct.-Nov.) I9-8-20-5; 2 oo? (Oet-Nov.l 
20, 20-9 g (RAP, GD). 

aoUDia OF BAR* PARTS. Irfi dark brown to reddiah brown. Bill : upper mandible 
black with bluish slaty on base; lower mandible bluish slaty with black anteKor 
quarter. Legs and feet slaty homy; claivs homy; soles grey-white to white. 


1828. Eutem dseatnntbelUed Ntitlsatcli. Sitia castama cinnamocentris 

myth 

Siluaimmuamlrishlyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11: 459 (Datjeeling) 
Baker, FBI No.' 1 1 1 (part), Vol. I ; 125 

LOCAL NAURS. SuBsn-pMp (Lepcha); Char-patki (Bengali). 

size. Sparrow — ■ length e. 12 cm (4} in.). 

HEU) cHAJtActrERS. Af in 1827, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION <ind HABITAT. Common resident. The eastern 
Himalayas from eastern Nepal east through Arunachal Pradesh, in the 
Garo, Khasi and Mizo hills, Manipur and the hills of Bangladesh to the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts (see map, above). Occurs at all seasons, in Nepal 
from the terai to c. 1800 m, optimum zone 600-1500 mj in Sikkim between 
600 and 1700 m; in Bhutan up to 1600 m but mostly below 1000 m. Abo 
occurs in the northern half of the plains of the Jalpaiguri dbtrict. South of 
the Brahmaputra occurs from the base of the hills to 1800 m. Affects chieffy 
dedduotu forest. 

Extralimital. The species ranges east to Vietnam. 
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OENE^MITS Keeps m pairs or loose Cmuly parties usuaHv »- 
the roving hands of small insectivorous bmls; often ^ in ^ 
the Velvetfionted Nuthatch which, however it trean^ '“mpsayiiYi 
invariably ^cs off if on the sat^c or a 

bott^ of the mam tr^, dinging to the bark and running up 
agihty of a mouse; works upwards, spiralling irregularly, sotmtrats tura^ 
^und to explore some crevice head down, hammering energcdca^S 
md orae to ome; then it works over and along the main bocria 

and fi^y the thinner branches towards the top of the Htt where itS 
® the end twigs. Movements and behaviour itrS 

^ (S«“824T reed, eat 

Toon. As'ln 1830 — insects, grubs, seeds, nuts, etc. 

VOICE and calu. A quiet continually uttered while foraging, * aho 
a fairly loud, prolonged tsiip. Alarm, a loud, raucous note (Lister), 
breeding is a single hud and clear whistle cibc/5e# repeated about on« 
m t\vo or three sewnds (SA). Song period January to April with a resuno. 
uon in August to October (Proud). ^ 

BREEDINO ^^^^>^3tdu>flyApriI-May,A"«/,aZa>xrofmossaridpic^ 

tok covered with a thick pad of fur of smaU rodents; usuaUy placed b a 
holt m a tree, sometimes in a wall The entrance, whether in tree or 
IS reduced in stze svith masonry. * So addicted are the birds to this masonry 
work that often when the hole selected W'as already small enough, the MiUi 
outside and inside w^outd be plastered and just a coat put around the 
natural entrance * (Baker), The birds arc usually very persistent and often 
repair any damage to the masonry within a few minutes after the intruder 
has left. 5 to 7 white with reddish specks scattered over the whole 
surface. Average size of 60 eggs 19*8 X H'l mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. BUI heavy. XJoderparts in male che3tnut*bfown. Under 
tail-coverts fringed with chestnut. 

Jiiffcrs from elmorae in being darker; from eajtanta in having a bJunter, header 
and longer bUl, crown concolorous with back, and under tail-eoverts while niih 
ashy bases and chestnut fringes; undeiparts of male a brighter, redder chestnut. 
Young as adult, sex for sex, but underparts not so richly coloured. 
measurbuests 


Wing BUI Tanus Tril 

(from ikuU) 

(ft? 81-86 J9-22 18-21 38-45 nun 

9 9 77-^3' 1^2 - 17~20 38-^1 nun 

(H\V, SA) 

Weight 2 20, 22: 2 9 9 20, 20-5 g (SA, RAP). 

coLOvas OF BARE PARTE. Jns bfown. BUI: upper mandible black except ridge 
cf culmcn (for about 10 mm posteriorly) which is pale plumbeous; lower mandible 
pale plumbeous except tip and commissures which are black. Legs and feet plum- 
beous; claws brown. 
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i 829. C3i««tiiutl>e]|fed Na<luitc2i« iSiVt^ eastojua koelo Vaune 

SUfa europaea koelzi Vauric, 1950, Amcr. Mus. Novft, No. 1472: 5 
(Fatkai Hills, Assam-Burma border) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 1 1 (part), Vol, 1 : 125 
LOCAL NAME. Doo-moj^gajoo (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length a 12 cm (4^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As ill 1827, q.V. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoi^ and HABITAT. Resident. The Paikai range, Naga* 
Jarid and North Cachar, from the edge of the plains to c. 1500 m. Affects 
deciduous and scnu-cvcrgrccn forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, As ill 1828. 

Museum Diagnosis. Adult male not separable from einnamooentris. Female 
differs by richer cinnamon of tmderparts, and by being darker above. 
measurements and colours op bare parts. As in einnmoventris (1828). 


183Q. P^nlnaulsu* Ghegtantbellied Niitluitcli. Sitta eostanea castenea 
Ijesson 

Sitta foftanea Lesson, 1830, Traiti d’Onj.; 316 (Bengale) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 10 (part), Vol. 1 : 123 
Plate 96. tig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES, KcAaip<t zai-fhod (Gujarao); Sin (Hindi); Chor-p^ki (Bengali). 
SEE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (4} in.). 

FIELD cbaracters. As in 1827, q.V. 

STATUS, DBTRIBtnTON and HABITAT. 

■ Resident, common butlocallydistributed. 

. ■ Practicallyall India roughly east of a line 

Ferozcporc in Punjab (c. 30°N., 
•’ . 75°E.) to Nasik in Maharashtra (e. 20”N., 

^ , 74'’E.). Eastward along the terai and 

through the Gaogeuc Plain to Bihar 
(Darbhanga, Rajmahal Hills) and southern Bengal (Nadia, e. 23'N., M«E.). 
LuthwarTcpresumably) more or less tto»Ehout the 
eastern Rajilhan, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Or^ and An^ra 
(cxceptinV^ange of/valm, 1831. q.v.) in the appropnate 

r t6“N has been recorded in southern Kamatjia (Antaisantc, B^dipur, 

Bm^iSa^^^,S).TamiINadu(NilgiriHms).andKeia!a 

Not y« recorded from lat^ S ar^. Affet^ 

light fo»t. mango topes and groves near «««- '“=• “ 

deciduous plateau and foothills country; avoids coas^ ai^. ^ 

“ T R Bril’s 1905 sight record for Sind (sa Jf 

w J’dfub^ by die ob^BT himself, and should be duearded (see Abdulah, 


Tanptvcus sp. — Curculionidse), beetles {AUsemofphe cilligtr^ Tenehrioni- 
dae), and remains of various other small colcopiera, jassids, tabanids, 
loctuids and hemipterons — in addidon to spiders (Mason & Lefroy, 
1912). 

VOICE and calls. A mousy, quick-repeated double note thilp-chilp (SA). 
Mso a tremulous whistle and a shrill squeak resembling that of die musk 
:hrcw (Smeus). Song, a loud clear whistling whre quickly repealed four or 
ive times thus whstwhttrohteivhenehse. 

The sound of hammering on bark often beurayi its whOTabouU. 

SREEDiNO. Ssason, February to May in the north, April to September in 
\ndhra Pradesh. Ntst, pbeed in a hollow in a tree from near the pound up 
10 at least nine metres. The cavity is almoit invariably lined sriih bits of 
5ne bark and dry leaves. As in other subspecies, the hollow is ^llcd up 
ivith a plaster of wet mud, brought in bloh by blob, leaving a tiny round 
ipcrturc just large enough for the bird to scrape through. The cement is 
reinforced with resin assiduously collected from a nearby babool (Aima 
nabica) or suchlike tree, and kneaded and pummelled into positmn by 
■epeaied jabs of the bill (GUI, SA). The masonry often attains a Ihicknos of 
learly 5 cm and dries to terracotta hardness. Some plastering around the 
ipemne is in evidence even when originally of appropriate sac. E[ii, 
lormally 4 os 5, white to pale pink marked with reddirh spotr, spe^anil 
ninutc blotdies, more so towards the large end. Average sire of TO eggs 
17 X 16-5 mm (Baker). Incubation by both sexes (Baker). Howei’W, 
iccording to GUI (JBNHS 29: 110) tire female ‘ never leaves the e^i UU 
hey are hatched; she> fed assiduomly by the male Penod of incubation 
: 1 or 12 days. 

Museuu DiAwrosn. BU! fme and short. Underparts in male deep ctetnut, 
larkcr than in cumataanlrii. Under tail^overts ash-grey vrith chellnut fonges. 
kto Key to the Subspecies. 


zzASuRzuzrna 


rpt? 

99 


Wing 

72-82 

71-78 


BiU 

(from skull) 
18-21 \ 
■18-20 / 


Tarsus 


17-19 


Tail 

f 36-42 mn 
1,35-41 mm 
(inV, SA) 


Veight I tP 12 S (Roousval). ti„--_o’it 

OLOURS OF BARZ FARIt. Iris browTL Bill: upper mandible black, grri 
— —..,1. ,,,1- n!nV- I,r<n and feet dark brovim: soles pale yellow. 


1831 . Eattern Gkafa Cheatnntbellled Nnthatckl SiUs callous prater 
Wiistler &. Kinnear 

SUur cailancaprami Wmte & Kinnear. I93ti, Jour. Bombay nab liut- Soe, 35: i« 
(Aikunlagiri, VishAkhapauuun DuL) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 JO (part), Vol. 1 : 123 

lOCMa NAMM. None recorded. 

yiTT- Sparrow — ; length tf. 12 cm (4J in-). 

told CHARAOTRI. Aj in 1627 , q.v. 
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STATES, DtsTRiBLTTox and HABITAT. Common -resident. The Eastern 
Ghats in Ortssa and Andhra Pradesh from Jc^'porc (c. 19'N'.) soath\N*ard to 
the Goda\*ari river, at c. 900 to 1000 m. Affects deciduous- forcst. 

CEKERAL HABITS, FOOD and voic^ As in 1830. 

EREEDIKG. As m 1830. 

Mcseujc DiACSOsn. Dificn from caslanea (1830) in having a longer bill, and 
the under tail-coi-erts ash-grey with narrow pale subterminal band and diestnut 
fringes. Underparts ormalesunnartoriw.fi?7wo:/m (1828) and paler than in wa/anra. 
Underparts of female more pink than in cvK£rsveT:tns, 





Wing 

Bfil 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from skull) 



d’e? 

99 

77-83 

75-78 

21-22 \ 

20-22 J 

17-19 

f 40-43 mm 
\ 38-41 mm 



As in 1850. 


(HIV) 

COLOUKS 

or BARB .RAP.TS. 




SlTTA IXUCOPSIS Gould 
Key to the Snbspeties 

Breast huffish white S. 1. Usicopjis 

Breast rufous S'. L przevrelsHi 

1832. Westem Whiteche^frd Niztiiatch. Silta laicopsis Uitcopsis Gould 
Siila Inccpsis Gould, 1850, Bds. Asia 2(1), pi, 46 (Hmiala>-as) 

Baker, FBI N'o. 117, VoL I: 130 
Plate 96, &g. 6 

tocAi. NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (41 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abote. Cto^sh and sides of nape black; sides of head, 
including broad supcrcilium, white. Rest of upperparts dark bluish slaty. 
Expanded tail shows black outer rectrices \vith a white subterminal spot on 
the three outer pairs and a narrow rvhitc streak along the outer edge of the 
outcnncKt, Bflo’Xj buffish white. Loiver flanks and under tail-coverts ricdi 
chestnut. 

The white of face extending above the eye, bordered above by the black 
oferoum, identifies the spedes. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Fairly common resident, subject to 
vertical movements, AMV.F.P. from the Safed Koh to Chitral, Gilgit, 
Baltlstan, and the hfurree hills, and easns'ard along the Hiniala)*as to 
Garhwal (JBNHS 28: 143 and 53: 320), from c. 2100 m to timber-line 
(f. 3300 m), optimum zone 2400-3000 m. Descends in winter locally to 
1800 m. Affects forests of pine, fir and deodar, ocdislonally miNcd forest 

Extralimtal. Adjacent parts of eastern Afghanistan. Range disjunct from 
that of the western China population. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in othcf members of the genus but keeps to the tops 
of the taller conifers (mostly) and smaller branches and is therefore difficult 
to sec. Its presence is usually detected by its peculiar call-note (q.v.). Some- 
times perches on the highest nrig of a dead tree, flicking its wings and 
, jerking from side to side.- 
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FOOD, Insects and seeds (of Pinus exetUa^ P. gtrardiana, etc.). 

VOICE and calls. Ordinary call-note, incesantly uttered while foraging, 
a curious plaintive squeak, or ‘ wailing bleat of a small kid *, rendered as 
qumr-qudr (H\\^ or pdny pronounced like the French word for bread 
(kVhitchead). It is a characteristic soimd of the cornier forest and often the 
only sign of the bird’s presence. Also a common double-note like bmrmn 
haxian of the same quality as above (Magrath). 

BREEDDCG. StosoTiy fend of April to early July. AVr/, a pad of moss, grass 
and a few leaves, lined with fur; placed in holes or crevices in trees shattered 
by lightning, generally at great heights — from 6 to 30 metres above the 
ground — exceptionally in a hole in the ground below a root (\Vhitchead). 
No masonry is used to reduce entrance-hole. EggSt 4 to 8, pinky white writh 
numerous reddish spots ; similar to those of Siila europata but more delicately 
marked. Average size of 75 eggs 18 X 13*8 mm (B^cr). 

hIcsEUu Diagnosis. SeeFIddCharactersand 1833. Postnuptial rooult complete. 
July to October. 


UEASURE3LIENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

TaB 



(from skull) 



99 

74-/9 

73-75 

(one) 22 ) 

(one) 2! J 

18-19 

39-40 mm 


(Paludan, MD) 


Weight 10 13-5-15-9; 3 9 9 14*7-15*1 g (Paludan, R.\P). 

COLOURS or BARE BARTS. Itis brcnvu. Bill blackish, base of lower mandible 
wbithh or pale gre>*. Legs and feet greenish brosm. 
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1833. Eastern Wbitefaced Nutixatch- StUa Imcopsis prz^'olslii 
Berczovsld & Blanchl 

Siila PriexttUdi Bcrczo\-ski & Bianchi, 1891, Ptitsi Kansus/Putohest. G. N. Potanina ; 
119 (Mindshcu dtsL, upper Hwangho R., eastern Tsinghai, China) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
LOCAL NAMES, Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (41 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As XU 1832 but bfcast rufous (r. buflish white). 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and KABTFAT. hlay occuf in northern Arunachal 
Pradesh m the Tsangpo Bend area (sec Extralimital, below). Affects chicRy 
conifer foresL 

ExtralimtaL Southeastern Tibet west to Tse (r- 94'^30'E. long.) at c. 
2800-3(K)0 m (Ludlow, this 1951 : 555) and the mountains of western China 
north to Tsingh^ and Kansu. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. Probably as in 1832. 

BREEDING. Unrecorded; probably as in 1832. 

hfcsEuu Diagnosis, Diflers trora Uiuopsis (1332) in being rufous oh breast and 
abdomen rather than buffish white. Bill much sveaker, thinner and shorter, a^•craging 
17 mm in four adults as against 21 in a long series of nominate levcopsis. ^V*ng length 
a>'cragcs about 4 mm shorter (Vauric). 
heasuremznis 


■Wing 

Bni 

Tail 


(from skull) 

f 39-43 mm 

76-81 

21-22 

\ 40-44 mm 
(Vauric) 


COLOURS or BARr PARTS. Unrecorded, 

SnTA HiMAiAYENSis Jardinc & Selby 
Key to the Subspecies 


Eye-stripe extending on to shoulder S.h. hivialajensis 

Eit-stripe not extending on to shoulder S.h. eastTelis 


1834. Himalayan WbitetaUed Nntiiatch- Sitla hlmohjnisU kimal^msis 
Jardinc & Selby 

Silta Jardinc & Sclb>', 1835, III. Om. 3, pi- 144 

(Himalaj-a Mis, Simla Jidt Mcmertzhagen) 

Bala^, FBI No. 103 (part), Vol. 1 : 122 
Plate ^6, fig. 2 

tocAL NAME. Stdldjx-phip (Lcpcha), 

Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (41 in.). 

*^LD CHARACTERS. AhoT^, bluish slat^% A black cyc-stripc from lores to 
^pc. A while patch at base of mil. Expanded t^ shows black rcctnces 
^Tth white spots. Bffoir, throat buff shading to ochraccous on breast and 
«cep rufoia on lower parts. A white patch under xving visible in flight. 
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Distinguished from other nuthatches by the white ^tch at base of tail; 
from the Assam subspecies (1835) by longer cye-stripc, extending on to 
diouldcr. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to seasonal 
movements. The Hmiala>-a5 from Chamba c. 76®E. (replaced by S. europaea 
west of this locality) cast^^a^d ihroxigh Arunachal Pradesh. Breeds between 
1500 and 3000 m, in eastern Nepal and Sikkim up to 3300 or 3400 m. 



r i kir-xlajmsis (1834) OistraVis {1835) 

■0 lidarice (RE) 


oirerall optimum zone 1800-2700 m. In SiUdm noted as low as 930 m in 
winter. Affects deciduous or es-ergrecn broad-leasTd forest, chieSy oak and 
rhododendron; shows a preference for mossy forest. 

Extralimlcl. Ranges east to Yunnan and the northern Indochinese 
countries. 

cErrERAL HABrrs. Keeps in pairs or scattered parties, often among the 
mixed hunting bands of tits and small habblcrs. Appears to forage mostly 
on the mossy branches, much less on trunks {Diessdhorst). Creeps jerkily 
along the upper or under side of moss-covered boughs or up and around 
tree-trunks with astonishing agility, prying into crevices in the hark or under 
the moss in search of insects, presently flying off to another tree nearby 
to resume the hunt. OccasioaaDy found in low shrubs. 

root). Mainly insects; also kernels of nuts and seeds. The nut is fixed in 
a suitable hollow or ‘ sotict ’ in a branch and hacked open b>- determined 
hammcr-blosss of the pointed hilb 
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VOICE and The birds maintain contact ivith one another by a 

BR^iNc. St^on, mid March to early May. AVj/, a hole in a tree 

or rhod^en^on leaves, mere the hole is too latBe, the entrance is reduced 
^ masonry work with wet day. £^s 4 to 7 
svhite densely coveted with dark red spots and smaU bloteheTgeneraUy 
more numerous at the larger end where they may form an ill-defined ring 
Average size of 25 eggs 18-6 X 13-4 mm (Baker). 

Atomi Duososa. See Field Characters; also for distinction from the Assam 
subspecies australii. 
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5ITTINAE 


1836. Eastern Rock Nuthatch. Sille Itphrowte liphnm,V, Sharpe 

SUa IcpAronsai Sharpe, 1872, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 10; 450 
(Kokand, Ferghana, Central Asia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 16, Vol. 1 : 129 
Plate 96, fig. S 


toau. KAurs. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 


HELD taiARACTERs A comparauvely lar^ rock-inhabiting nuthatch 
Aha, ashy grey. A black eye-sinpe from lores to nape. OuterW ofta.! 
and tips of outer rectrices pale buff. Below, throat, sides ofhead imd neck 
breast creamy white ^ding to pinkish buff on lower belly and flaah 
Sexes alike. ' 


measurements 


4 


Wing 

(?<? ■ 69-77 \ 
9 9 68-76 / 


Bill 

(from skull) 
15-19 


Weight 13 tJiQi 14-17; 10 9 9 14-3-16 
9 9 (vdntcr) 12-15 g — SA. 


Tarsus Tail 


17-21 


35-42 mm 
33-40 mm 


(Vauric, BB, NBK, SA) 
g (RAP, GD). 4 d'd’ (winter) 12-16; 


COLOURS or BAKE PARTS. Iris broira. Bill; upper mandible blackish brown 
lower pale plumbeous with homy broivn tip. Legs, feet, claws, pale homy brown- 
sola greyish white. 


^ 1835. Assam Whitetailed Nnthatch. Silta himalayensis australis Koclz 

Silla himakfmsis australis Koelz, 1951, Jour. 2ool. Soc. India 3: 29 
(Tekbubama, Naga Hills, Assam) 

Silla himalayensis laskaiensis Koelz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 37 
(Hmuntha, Lushai Hills) 

Balter, FBI No. 108 (part), Vol, 1 : 122 
LOCAL UAUES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e.' 12 cm (4J in.). 
riELD CHARACTERS. As in 1834, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common resident in Nagaland, 
Manipur and in the Cachar and Mizo (Lushai) hills, above c. 1700 m! 
Affects moist, broad-leaved evergreen forest. 

Bxiralimitat, Adjacent hills ofBurma. 

OENERAI. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1834. 

BREEDiNQ. Unrecorded; probably as in 1834. 

Museum Diacnosis. Differs from himalayensis (1834) in having a shorter post- 
ocular stripe (not extending on to the shoulder). Rufous of undcrparts fading to 
white on centre of throat and chin. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 5 die? 72-76 : 5 9 9 71-76 mm (Koelz) 

Weight I di 15; 1 9 14 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black, base of lower mandible grej-. 
Legs and feet dark greenish brown or dark yellowish brown. 


STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common resident subject to 
vertic^ movements. Baluchistan from the Sulairoan Range southutst to 
Nushki and Kalat, ^d possibly through the ranges of central Makran ii 
the species occurs in Iranian Baluchistan. Affects rocky vallcjs with broken 
cliffs and jumbles of boulders especially where there are streams, from r, 
300 m in ^vintcr to c. 2500 m in summer. 

Exhalimital. Extends north to the Tien Shan and southern Transcuph. 
The species ranges west to Armenia. 

CENERAi. HABITS. Usually solitary or widely separated pairs; often breed- 
ing in family parties of 5 or 6, or maybe t^vo such parties together. An 
extraordinarily active bird, jerlcHy clambering about on almost every t)-pc of 
rock face, however perpendicular and prcdplious, in search of insects 
lurking within the unevennesses. 

FOOD. Insects and seeds. 

VOICE and CALLS. Call-note, pit-pit-pit. Song(?), a chattering though 
pleasing call (Williams). 

BREEDING. Sfoson, Fcbtuarj' to June. A'r/l, a remarkable structure of day 
like a little oven protruding from the substrate ‘much like a uuman*! 
breast In some cases comparatively small (c. 3D cm in diameter) ; in oihcn 
the clay portion may cover as much as three square feet (a tliird of a square 
metre). Foundation of one nest examined measured r. 75 X 45 cm. The 
point of the mud entrance is sometimes prolonged in the shape of a cone 
sticking out of the clifl^facc for about 15 cm, at the end of which is the 
actual entrance-hole, 35 imn or so in diameter. The nest is lined wth fur 
of small mammals and feathen. Feathers and other bright objects arc some- 
times stuck into the clay outside (Williams, JBNHS 33: 599). The structure 
is usually shaded from the sun by overhanging rock. As a rule it is not bmlt 
high up on the rock-face, often near the entrance of a deep dele, and quite 
often within easy hand reach. The clay plaster is usually laid on over 
crevices or in shzdlow angles of rocks and frequently also ^ against holes in 
trees, which were invariably furnished ^vith the same masonry inside and 
outside while often feathers were used to decorate the bark of the trunk ah 
round the nest * (Barnes epud Baker, J/idiJkation J i 09; also Murray 
Ticchurst, JBNHS 31 : 695). Eggs^ normally 4, white, spotted and blotched 
svith light chestnut to chestnut-brown 'svith secondary warymp of pale 
pinkish lavender, sometimes absent. Piffer from those of other nutliatchcs 
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in being laigcr, glossier, more sparsely and boldly .spotted. Average size of 
50 eggs 21*1 X 16*6 mm (Baker). 

MusEOSf Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. Postnuptial moult complete, from 
the middle of July to the middle of October, occasionally later. 

First-winter plumage not distinguishable with certainty from that of adult. Post- 
juvenal moult of body-feathers, lesser and median wing-coveris, takes place al thr 
same time as the postnuptial moult of adults. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) ' 

cfd’ 85^90 25-27 mm 

9 9 85-88 26-29 mm 

(Vauric, soutJjern Afghanistan) 

1 9 Tarsus 25; tail 50 mm (MD) 

Weight 3 cTd’ (August) 33-35; 3 9 9 (August) 31-32 g (Paludan, northern 
Afghanistan). 

COLOURS OP RARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black, livid at base of lower 
mandible. Legs and feet grey. 


1837. Beantiful Nathatch* Stiia /hrmosa Blytli 

Sitla formosa Bi>th, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 938 (Daijcding) 

Baker, FBI No. 118, Vol. I ; 131 
Plate 96, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. Ttskt ht)fi gumbo (Z.epoha); Dao-mojo-gadeba (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large, showy, blade and blue nuthatch. Above, 
cro^vn and upper back black %vitli brilliant blue and lilac streaks. Wing 
black with blue outer edge and shoulder, ^vhitc bars and >vhite edge to 
* tcrtials. Scapulars and rump pale blue. Tail blue ^vith bla^ shafr-Uncs; 
expanded tail shows black rcctrices with white subtc^nal spots. BeUio, 
sides of head huffish white wth dark car-coverts. Chin and upper throat 
creamy white grading to rufous-clay on lower parts. Sexes alike. 

In flight a white patch on the black underwing compicuous from below. 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rcsldcnt, Subject to vertical move- 
ments, rare and locally distributed. Sikkim, Bhutan (?), the Uafla, Abor 
and Mishmi bills, Nagaland, Manipur, the Cachar and Khasi bills, and tl»e 
Chittagong Hill Tracts. Recorded in summer between 1500 and 2100 m 
(2400 _fide Inglis), and in winter bcfis'ccn 330 and 2000 m. AfTeco deep 
forest. 

ExlralimiUil. Extends east to northern Vietnam. 

GENERAL HASITS. Uttlc kno^vn. Kccps in pain or smll fomdy parte of 

4 or 5 usually high up in lofty trees. Acdons and behaviour charartcrtfUc of 
the genus, but 5Io^vcr, resembling those of a woodpecker ^ whrt dambenng 
about the branches or hammering asvay on the bark. Hight to. 

VOICE and calls. A typical nuthatch call though to har^ than that of 

5 eurobaea and lower pitched than almost any other nuthatch s. 
breLdio. Season, April to June. A'est, a hoUow in a ttw bett^ e. 2 

and 8 metro above the ground, lined wih some leaves, chips of bark and 
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fur of small mainmals. Entrance-hole reduced with clay masonry when too 
large. Eggs, dutch size apparently 4 to 6, lifcc large eggs o{S, eastanea (1828). 
Average size of 6 eggs 21 •] X 15-6 mm; of 20 eggs, iiidirding 4 small 
addled ones, 20-8 X 15-3 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacsosjs. .Sec Field Characters. 


StEASUREUEtJTS 

Wing 

Bill 

(from fcaihert) 

Tanus 

Tail 

(PO 

1I4-H8 

c. 17 

(from skull) 

eu2l 

58-80 mm 
(Baker) 

1 9 

93 

23 

20 

52 mm 
(MD) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill black, while a I bare of lower rrundiWe. 
Legs and feet olive-brown. 


1 838. Velvetfronted Nuthaf di. SittafeanUdtsJetmtaMs Sivaimon 

Sitta frontalis Swainson, 1820, Zool. III. (1), pf 2 (Ceylon) 

, .■Silla eorallina Hodgwri. 1836. Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 5: 779 (Nepal) 

.Silla fronalis simpler Koelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52: 63 
(Londai Bombay Preiidcncy) 

Baker, FBI No. 119, Vol. 1 : 132 
Plate 96, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAKEI. MOhmHi zad-rW (Gujarat): Daa.maja.buhs-gejaa (&chari); 
rai edaJh-ra kHrisA (Tamil): Tarulan iili (Malaj-alam); Panu-kuruL’a (Smh.lv). 

SIZE. Sparrow — : length C- 10 cm (■* >"•)■ . ..a. 

nELD oLcacters. a small purplish blue nuthatch with velvety black 
rehead, red bill, orange-yellow orbital skin and yellow pe 
Male, .diowclbrehcad and a long supcrcilium black. Rest of uppw 
rrts purplish blue. Expanded uil ’ 

rmtnal band. Below, earrezn-erts lavender, and centre of threat «lnle 
adine to drab brown more or less suffused with lavender on loner pa 

Female similar but without the black supcrcilium. 

STATUS, DisTRrouno.M and habitat. Resident, locally abunimu 
stributed in the better wooded ‘ 1 ' .. 

ueHv east and south of a line ■ "" ' . ■ ■ . , 

NaJari in Gujarat (e. 21 'N., 73»E.). ^iwarf along 
ticluding Nepal, SikUra and Bhutan) through A^»^' a-nd 

uth through Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, j .hroucb 

mgladesh to the Chittagong HiU Tracts. Off!’ k“; 1 
e Peninsula to KeraU and Tamil Nadu; and Sn 
. e. 1500 m. locally to r. 2200 m m the 

id Sri Lanka Iiills. Common in die Eastern and Wen^ -where bi 
deluding ?Sg!ri and Palni Iulls)..and frirly 

ffecMcr open bread-Ieaved forest etc- A!- 

Ten sbolas, sbade-tre« m tea, &erban«- 

umgrove forest (Sonneratia apelala etc.) m the Khulna bunoer 
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Srtto frontalis 



frorJalis (1838) 


I Extralimlul subspecies 


ExircKrJlcI. Ranges cast tlirougb Burma, the Indochinese countries, 
Hainan, southern Sumatra and Ja^-a. Other subspedes in Mala^^ia, Borneo 
and the Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS. Similar to those of other nuthatches. Keeps in pairs or 
small parties sometimes up to a dozen indiddixals, usually in mixed hunting 
associations often induding Sitta ccstar^a. Hunts on the moss-covered 
branches of large trees, creqaing jerkily up and dmNTi or around them ■with 
the agility of a mouse, inspecting little nooks and crarmies and hammering 
a\ray at the bark like a woodpecker. AUo forages in b^U5h^vood and on 
fallen logs but does not seem to \'isit the ground. Somedmes intU ding back 
do^^■n^^*a^ds on the imdcrside of a branch and scuttle along thus ^vith 
astonishing celcrit}'. A bird has been observ’ed in this inverted position on a 
horizontal urig at top of a bare tree, head stiffly turned down at a right 
angle, bill pointing to the ground, remaining * frozen ' thus fbr no apparent 
reason for over three minutes ! 

FOOD. Insects and their larvae. 

\’OiCE and calls. A rapid series of loud high-pitched cheeping whistles ; 
often the latest diurnal bird-call to be heard ^tcr dusk, even after the last 
Grey Junglcfov*'! has ceased to crow. ' / 

BREEDING. Seosvn, April to June in the north, January to May in the 
south and in Sri Lanka. AVrt, a hole in a brandi or trunk of a tree bet\veen 
one and nvelvc metrts abo%*e the ground, lined tvith moss, fur and feathers. 
Size of entrance reduced with masonry work if too large, but hole chosen 
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usuall)' so small as to even require enlarging. 4 or 5 in the north, 3 or 
4 in the south, like small, rather richly marked eggs of S. castar^Sf some of 
them wth large red blotches and more like tit’s A^Wagc of 50 eggs 

I7'2 X 13*2 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacsoss, Sec Field Characters. Contrary to the normal condition 
m nature (Bcrgtnann’s Rule, see Vol. I : xllv) Himala\*an birds in case arc 
rrzslUr than south Indian and Ceylonese examples. 

\ oung, like adult but black frontal band not so broad norsopure black. Ear- 
coserts less lilac, more broimtsh. Chin and throat duller. Under tail-coierts edged 
with rusty brov.Ti. 

MEASUREMENTS 


\Vmg 

Bm 

Tarsus 

TaB 


(from skull) 



70-«2\ 

15-16 

15-17 

^ / 37-45 

69-80 / 

135-44 


99 

(H\V, Koelz, SA, BB, Mulhcijee) ‘ 
Weight 13 o'd’ II-14-5; 4 9 9 10-13-4; I o? 8-3 g (RAP, GD, SDR). 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris ^*ellow; cyc-rim orange-^'cllow to orangc-rcd. Bill 
coral-red, tip of u ppe r mandible brown; palate coral-rcd. Legs and feet pinkish 
brown; soles orangc->-ellow. Young. Iris brown. Bill black, pink at gape and 
nostrils; mouth coral-rcd. 


Subfamily Tichodromadinae : \S’all Creepers 

For description sec Baker, E. C. S., 1922, FBI 1 : 441 (Genus TtefesdrrM); Hans 
Lehrl, 1964, article ‘ Nuthatch * in Llioinson, A L. (cd,), A \ar ^ Birds, 

London fi: New York. 


Genus Tichodroma Ifflgcr 

Tichsdsmza lUigcr, 181 1, Prodromus: 210. Tjpe, by monotj-p)-, Cerihia rarreric 
Linnaeus 

Cf- Vaurie, G, 1957, Arvr. Mas. Acril., No. 1858: 1-8 

Bill very long, slender, slightly curved, longer than head, with long, narrow 
nostrils. \Mng \’cr>' large, rounded; first primar\- (as.) about half the length of 
second; second and third primaries falling short of tip of wing. Tail of twdvc soft 
rcctrices. Tarsus smooth; hind daw longer than its toe. 


1839. Wall Creeper. Ttchodroma marenc nrpeUmis Bonaparte 

'r.{ichsdrtms) nspelcesis Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av. 1 : 223 (Central Asia) 
Baker, FBI No. 457, Vol, 1 : 441 

Plate 96, fig, 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Drzccl gaijr^k (Pj^tu) ; LcriBe tUder (Kashmir) ; Svpparotsa (Cham- 
ba); Sag-gcTsa-landirtg-pho (Lepcha). 

nzE. Sparrow; length c. 17 cm (61 in,). 


15 
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TICHODROMADINAE 


HELD CHARACTERS. Winter. Aboz€, crown pale brown; a white eye- 
nng. Bad: ashy. \Mngs blackish brmvn with bright crimson shoulder and 

outer edge, the primaries widi round 
^vhite spots very conspicuous in 
flight. Tail comparativdy short, 
blackish broT.sn trith grey tip, the 
outer rcctrices mostly wHte. Belozc^ 
throat and upper breast white; 
rest of underparts dark slaty. 
Summer. Crown ashy like back. Throat and upper breast black. Sexes 
practically alike. 

At a distance, general appearance and actions confusingly like Rock 
Nuthatch, both when creeping up a rock face and on the wing. At close 
range easily identified b\’ unique crimson 'wings continually flicked ^vhile 
climbing. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments and winter wandering. Fairly common but sporadic. Pakistan Com 
the Safed Koh to Hunza, thence cast through Lada^, Kashmir and along 
the Himalayas through Arunachal Pradesh. Breeds mostly above 3300 m, 



X f. I 



Distributional ranges 

a (1839) BB rnffcria (RE) 


P^ibly down to c. 2700 m locally, and up to permanent snmv-linc (young 
in July at 6400 m in Ladakh — Meinertzhagen). In winter 
to March or early .^pril) commonly reaches the ftxjthilh in suit- 
*0.. coimtry, and sometimes wanders considerable distances into the plains 


(Salt Range, Lyalfpur, Lahore, Faichpur Sikri, Dehra Dun, Etawah, 
Ghazipur, Delhi, etc.). .Afreets gorges and vcrdcal clifis, especially near 
streams or small cascades; in winter aUo \isi« earth cliffs, concrete \ralls, 
buildings and archaeological ruins, and boulders in river-beds. 

Exiraliirntat. Extends to Transcaspia, Altai, Hopeh and Fukien. Nomi- 
nate race from Iran to the Alps and the Pyrenees. 

GENERAL HABITS. Solitary or in pairs. Seldom seen away from clifis- 
although it has been noted paying regular \isits to the wooden walls of a 
Kashmir houseboat, and once ohsert'ed climbing the trunk of a tree. On 
vertical clifis, climbs in jerky zigzag spurts continually flicking its crimson 
wings and poking its long bill into small crannies for imects and spideis. 
Now’ and again will let go its hold and tumble through space to explore the 
scarp lower down, or loop off and fly to another cliff, where active hunting 
is forthwith resumed. Unlike nuthatches, will often fly high o\-cr a ^aIIcy or 
forest when mo\ing to a distant hunting-ground. Flight undecided and very 
hoopoe-like, also reminiscent of a large butterfly, with alternated flappings 
and pauses. ‘ Occasionally attempts to take an insca on wing * (H\\’). 

FOOD. Chiefly spiders, also diptcra, beetles and other insects and 
larvae. 

\'OiCE and calls. Recorded \rithin our limits only as * a plalntis’c cheep- 
ing noise ’ (-A B. .Aitkcn). A s-cry silent bird. In the -Alps its call-note has 
been noted as a mclodiot^ rather fast ti-oofi /i-oc>-c, first and third note 
highest, second note lower. Song, uttered in the breeding season and on 
sunny days in autumn and early spring, a thin, slow ascending phrase of 
four sliding notes tiu tzigh-tse-u^ a very' short pause after the first note, third 
note highest and very thin. Both call-note and song rather weak and not 
audible beyond c. 80 metres under favourable circumstances (MD). 

BREEDING. Sfoson, Mav to July- A'fsty a pad of woof, hair and grass placed 
in crcriccs of roefa, usually inaccessible. Eggs, white srith a fess' black or 
deep red-brow-n specks at the larger end. Clutch-size and egg measurements 
unrecorded within our territory. Extralimital : c/4 to 6, averaging 21*3 X 
14*9 mm (Baker). 

Museum Dlacnosu. See Field CSiaracten. Summer plumage acquired by pre- 
nuptial body moult about Fcbruaiy'-March. Postnuptial moult complete. 

Younq. .■iicrr, as in female in wdnter plumage, but head dark gre>- voth 
plum-coloured gloss, deep plum round the c%*cs. Upper back \-cry pale, pearl grej-, 
shading into darker gre>’ on Imver back. Primaries tipped vriih pearly white. 
BAcxTj as in winter male. Many of these colours fading rapidly ia dried skins 
(Meinertzhagenl . 


MEASUREMENTS 


cfd' 
9 9 


100-115 \ 
92-104 J 


BiU 

(from skull) 
26-30 


Tarsus 


22-25 


Tan 


r56 

\57- 


53-53 mm 
’-60 ram 


(SA, MD. Rand 3: neming) 

\Vright 6 o-c* l'^19 % CPaludan, R\P, SA). 2 9 9 16-5, 18 g (SA). 3 juv. 
I8-3-I9-2g(GD:. 

coLOxms OF BKRE FARTS. Itis dark brtm-a. Bill black, Io-«Tr mandible white at 
base. Lees and feet blackish brown. 
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SubfamUy Salpornitinaei Spotted Creepos 


For description see below, under Genus Salporms 


Gtmus Salpornis Gray 

SsSfcnu Gray, 1847, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 7. Type, by onginnl designation, ' 
Certhia spilonota FraoUin 



X e, I 


Bill longer than beadg slender, curved, laterally 
compressed. Nostril exposed. No rictal bristles. Wing 
long and pointed, first primary (as.) very Tail 

nearly square of 12 soft rounded rectrices. Tarsus 
thick, short,' covered in front with transverse scales. 
Claws sharp and much curved 


SaU»ORNIS-SPILONOTUS ^Fr anklin ) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Upperparls greyer. rajpuUauu 

U]^>erparts darker, underparts more heavily marked s. spiUmatus 

1840, Rajastium Spotted Grey Creeper. Salppmis spilonotus rajputanae 
R. & A. Meinextzhagen 

Salpomis spilmotiis rajpultuuu'R.. & A. Meinertzhagen, 1926, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl, 

46: 83 (Sambhur) 

Baker, FBI No. 456 (part), Vol. 1: 439 
LOGAI. NAME. Rakhodi thad-^ad (Gujarat). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (5| in.). 

HELD CaiARACTERS, As in 1841, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident. Central and southeastern 
Rajasthan (including the Aravalli Hills) from Sambhar to Mt Abu. Habitat 
as in 1841. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1841. 

BREEDINO. As in 1841. 

Museum Diaonosq. Like spUonohu but upperparts gre^’cr, ground colour 

hair-brown, markings not so intense black. Underparts paler, sandier and less 
heavily marked. 

MEASUREMENTS and COIDimS OP BARE PARTS. As io 1841. 

1841. Spotted Grey Creeper. Salpcmis spilcnoUis spHonotm 

(Franklin) 

CtTihia spilonota Franklin, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 125 (Vindhyan Hills) 
Baker, FBI No. 456 (part), Vol. 1 : 439 
Plate 96,- fig. 14 
LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 13 cm (5J in,). 
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Satpernh splhnotn and Ctrtbh famtthrts 



hodponi (1842) 
khamerais (1844) 


, mandellii (1843) 



FIELD CHARACTERS. ‘ A mottlcd bfo^vTi bird with slender, longish curved 
bill, reminiscent of both tree creeper and 
nuthatch. Abote^ entirely dark brown 
spotted ^vith white. A white supcrcillum 
and dark car-coverts. Tail barr^ brown 
and w'hitc. BeloiL\ throat white, rest of 
X c . » underparts fulvous spotted and barred 

with dark brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident; on the whole scarce and 
patchily distributed, but not uncommon locally. The central Indian Penin- 
sula from Gurgaon (near Delhi), Gonda (U.P.) and the Bihar tcrai 
(Hume) cast to Manbhum, south through eastern Madhya Pradesh (Bastar 
dist.) roughly to the Godavari river (Sironcha, Ahmcdnagar) and west to 
Khandesh, Rajpipla and Deesa. Affects fairly open deciduous forest of 
Acacia^ teak, etc. and mango groves, in the plains and hills- 

ExtralimitaL Other subspecies in Africa south of the Sahara. ^ ^ 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually met with singly or in pairs, sometimes in mix^ 
company. Has a preference for trees wth deep-fissured bark such m icndu 
(DmPyfos sp.)i babool (AcaAa nilolica) and khair (A. caUchu) for its foraging, 
kutters and clambers rapidly up the trunks and brancho wth a waaty 
and case reminding one of a Wall Creeper* (Babault). Resembles a 
nuthatch more than a ^creeper as it works the branches bacbvards and 
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fonvards instead of ascending the tree in the jerky spiral so characteristic of 
CciMis ’ (NcwiOiam, JBNHS 13: 194). Fint alights near the base of a ttce- 
trunk rapidly creeping up to and along the upper branches, dinging to them 
upside down merely stopping now and again to investigate a crevice, 
soon flying off to an adjacent uec. When alightmg on a tree-trunk tumbles 
on to it >vith wings open, rather like a quail pitching into grass, in coattast 
to a %voodpcckcr which s^vccps gracefully upwards with vdngs dosed bciorc 
din^g to the bole (SA). 

FOOD. Insects and spiders. ' j * v 

VOICE and calls. A feeble whistling song of the volume and t^bre 
of a sunbird*s, of about five seconds* duration, chicfiichiu<hi-chiu-chiu’cmu 

(SA). , . , . 

BREEDINO. Season j March to May. J^est, a deep cup fixed in a crotch 01 a 
thin leafless acacia or suchlike tree, or on a slender branch at its juncuon 
•with a' vertical shoot, some 3 to 5 metres above the ^und. Composed of 
Icaf-stalks, bits of leaves, lichen and chips of bark, lined trith soft spider 
c^-bags,'and cemented exteriorly with cobwebs, cocoons, caterpillar fiass 
and vegetable down, perfectly camouflaged against the bark of sujyortmg 
branches and practic^y invisible from below. Inside diameter of cup c, 
45 mm, thickness of waU c. 12 mm, depth of cup r. 45 mm. Nest ^’cry strong 
though soft and pliant in the hand, ‘almost as flabby as if it was j^y . 
Eggs,2 or 3, pale greenish grey with dark brown specks 
-blotcha, serially at the large end Trvo 

19 X 13 mm (SA); average sue of 6 egp 16-9 x 13 mm (Bake ). 

Incubation by both sexes; period unrecorded. 

.Mosztnt Diaonoso. Differs from rajfmtmu (1840) in bong darker. 

measurements ^ rr-t 

Witt^ ^ Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

on 25 26 1^ 

Iff 8^-89 

c!S^‘o“/ Irir d-tk brown. BUI homy brown, lower mandible 

Besh colour. Legs and Tcet bluish black. 

Family Certhiidae : Tree Creepen 

. • n.v-. PCS 1 922. FBI- 1: 428; Van Tyne, J. 8c Berger, 

For desenpuon see Baker, E. C. S.. _ Treecreeper ' in Thomson, 

A, I.. 1959: 516; Fetguson-Lees, I. J., 1964, amcie »reecmti,« 

A. Med.), >1 Ano DicHmary cf Btr&, London & New York. 

Genus Certhia Linnaeus 

Cub-a Linnaeus, 1758. S;-,:. Nat., cd. 10. 1= 118. by -hsenuentdesignadon. 
Certhia fandltans linnacus 
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Key to the Specie. 

A TaUdlstinedy barred 234 

B Tail not barred 

1 Throat white , ... . 553 

a Breast white, lower flanks earthy brown C.JamUens 

b Breast buff, lower flanks ferruginous A'lX 238 

2 Throat earthy brown or rufous brown 

Certhia familiaris Linnaeus 

Key to the Sobapede* 

A Lower flanta disUncUy tinged with rufous. C./. mwirlhi 

B Lower flanks not (or binUy) tinged wiU. rufous j, f. Wi.eei 232 

1 Upperpartspalebrovm.... .C. /. Damnni 234 

2 Upperparts very dark rusty brown J 

1 842. Kashmir Tree Creeper. Certhia familwrit hadgmi Brooks 

CcrUia Hedfrem-Brooks, 1872. Jour.^Ub Sja. Bengal 41 : 74 (Carhmn) - 
Baker, FBI No. 450, Vol. I ; 434 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

barred Below, while. Sexes alike. , 

^ Distinguished from C. Kma!q;oan by unbarred 

“ctatus, DisnuBtmoR and iiAarrAT. 
resident. The tstatem Himalayas from ■ 

, and Murree east duough Kashmir to I^ul^j^ 

cold and temperate conUer forests of North ^ 

CE.NERAE HABtTS. SoH^. mmcttmo m 
hunting parties of tits and other small Cnu^P ^ imps 

iXVmtSts. searching the ^rovices and bark fo ^^ ^ 

oT^thers lower, in ‘ res-erse and '^I^^oa^'trunk nor its 

'“Ss Jsrr'siJp. 

a very thin, short phrase on a «="• (ondrseriW) 

Ii.de recorded^ 

placed in cracks in Hce-tru.^ orTsStite 

12 metres abosx the ground. Efi’. ^ “■ 
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speda, more numerous at the larger end. Average size of 25 eggs 15-8 X 
U *9 nun ^aker). Care of 'j’oung by both parents. 

Museum DtACSOSS. 'Differs from rr-asiddlii (1843) in being much paler, less 
rufous above and in lacldng rufous tinge on vent and lower franks. 

UEASUaZMEKTS 

kVing Tarsus Tail 

o'? 63-66 c. 17 60-61 mm 

(Baker) 

SOI from skull 16-20 mm 

Weight 3 (?(? (Nov.-Dee.) 7-6-9-9 g (RAP). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS.' As in 1843. 

1843. ManddlTs Tree Greeper« CerVna familiaris nuaidellii Brooks 

CfTiftta MandeUii Brooks, 1874, Jour. Ami. Soc, Bengal 42: 256 (Sikkim) 
Baker, FBI No. 448 (part), Vol. 1 : 433 
PUte 96, fig. 10 

LOCAL MAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 on (5 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As tn 1842 but darker; spots rufous, rump ferru- 
ginous. 

Disdngvushcd from G. fttmalayena by absence of barring orv tail*, from 
C. discohT by white throat and breast; C. mpdaisis by ^vlutc breast and 
earth-brown lower franks (r. buff breast and ferruginous flanks). 

STATUS, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The Himalayas from Kulu to extreme western Arunachal 
Pradesh (Tawang), replaced at higher altitudes in Bhutan by the next 
subspecies- Occurrence south of the Brahmaputra doubtful (cf. Baker, 
liid^ation 1 ; 413); also said to have been obtained from Slullong (Hume) 
and Nagaland (Godwin-Austen) [SF 11: 85. No extant specimens.]. Breeds 
from c. 2700 m 'up to timber-line (4200 m in eastern Nepal) mostly above 
3300 m. -Recorded in winter between 1700 m (SUddm) and 3600 m (Nepal). 
Presumably not above 3000 m in Bhutan. Affects forests of fir, deodar, 
birch and rhododendron. Occurs in pure coniferous as well as in pure 
birch forest. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1842. 

BREEDiNo. XJnrc<x>rdcd (see 1842). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from kodgsmi in being darker, more rufous brown 
above and in having the vent and lower franks tinged with rufous. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BUI 

‘Tarsus 

TaU 


(from skull) 



63-70 

15 

17 

55-57 mm 

63-66 

13" 

17. 

55 mm 


(S.\, NBK) 

Weight 3 oo? adult (summer) 9-10; 4 juv. 9*2-10*2 g (GD). 2 (July) 
9-3, 9-3 8 (RAP). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris bfown. Bill; upper mandible homy brown, lower 
pin k i sh fresh. Legs, feet and daws homy brown. 
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1844. Tibetan Tree Creeper. Cerihxa fcmxliaris khammsis Bianchi 

Certhia khsmmsis Bianchi, 1903, in Sharpe, Handl. Gen. Sp. Bds. 4: 355, 360 
(Kansu , . . upper Mekong ®= Kham, upper Mekong) 

Baker, FBI No. 449, Vol. 1 ; 434 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. ' As in 1842, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. - Bhutan, presumably abo\’u 3500 m 
(specimens from 'Wangdo Chu and Lamthang, NW. Bhutan, 3500, 
4150 m Sept. [SDR coIL]; Arunachal in the Pachakshirl region ^tween 
2900 and 4000 m (Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 176). Status and habitat as in 1843.' 

ExtraliTmtal. , Extends to northern Yunnan and northern Szechuan. For 
range of species see 1 842. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As III 1842. 

BREEDING. UnTccordcd. 

Museum Diagnosis- Like tnandeUii but upperparts darker and less rufous. Belly, 
franks and under tail-coverts pale smoke oilour instead of rufous. 

Young gre>*er than adult, less rusty, cspedally on rump. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 9 d’d' 68-72 ram; bill from skull 17-18 mm (NBK) 

Weight 2 oo? (Sept.) 8*5, 10 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris b^o^^'n, dark brown. Bill: upper mandible black, 
lower whitish fl«h. Legs and feet brown to dark brown. 

Certhia himalayana \^gors 
Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A Palest, more grejash abo\*e .C. A. tamima 236 

B Darker and browner above C. h. limes 234 

C Darker than B, more buffy below' C. h. kimaJaj^a 237 

D Darkest, more blackish above with sharply defined streaks; barring 

on tail blacker and more distinct C.h. injbna 237 


1845. West Himalayan Tree Creeper. Certhia himalc^ana limes 
Meinertzhagen 

Certhia lumali^ana limes Meinertzhagen, 1922, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 42: 141 (Gilgil) 
Baker, FBI No. 444 (part) and 445 (pan), Vol. 1 : 430, 431 

LOCAL NAMF.. Koel dideT (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above^ browTi inottlcd with pale grey. Supcrcilium 
%s*hitish. A short whitbh bar and an oblique buff band on %ving, conspicuous 
in flight. Tail longtsh, pointed, pale brown distinctly barred with dark 
brouTi. BeloWf chin and Uiroat white grading to bufiish on belly and smoky 
on franks. Se.xes alike. 

At close range distinguished from C. familiaris by barred tail, X^ng 
curved bill a helpful character in* identification. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Altitudinal and short-range migrant. 
Pakistan from Ziarat north through N.\V.F.P. to Chitral and Hunza, thence 
east through Gilgit, Astor and Baltistan to Skardu, and from Murree to 
eastern Kashmir. Breeds from c. 2100 m, locally 1800 m, up to timber-line, 
optimum zone 2400-3000 m. Affects forests of pine, fir, deodar and juniper. 
In winter (end October to end March or early April) found mCKtIy bclotv 



BREEDING. StasoTi, early April to June. Kut, loosely made of tNvigs, dry 
grass or assorted materials and lined trith feathers; usually placed b^tnd 
the loose bark of a large tree, sometimes in cracla or crcrices of trees split 
by lighming, from near the ground up to 15 metres or so, usually rather low 
douTi. EggSi 4 or 5, white profusely marked all over irith reddish brown 
freckles, forming an indbtinct zone around the large end. A%’eragc size of 
34 c^s 15*8 X 12 *2 mm (Baker). Both sexes build the nest, whi^ takes a 
couple of weeks to complete. Incubation apparently by female alone; male 
feeds female on nest- Incubation period 13 or 14 da>*s; care of young by 
both parents; young leave the nest in about tlirec weeks (Dodsworth, 
JBNHS 20: 463-71). 

Museum Diagnosis. Intermediate between taerJvra and himalayma ; upperparts 
not so rufous as in himajt^cna but not so grey as in taeniurai crown almost as daik 
as in hiriaSeyenay but underparts paler. 

MEASUREMENTS 


^Ving 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

TaU 

73-74 

23-25 \ 

15-16 

/ 68-69 mm 

66-72 

18-21 / 

60-66 mm 


(MD, H\S0 

Weight 2 d’o' (May) 8. 9; 3 d’o' (Oct.-Dcc.) 9- 1-10-3; 4 9 9 (Nov.-Dee.) 
7-8-8-5; 2 oo? 8-5, 9 g (RAP, Paludan). 7 oo? (Mar.-Apr.') 3-10 g (SA). 

coLOUTis OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. BUI: upper mandible dark brown, lower 
pale flesh, brown at tip. Legs and feet brown to fleshy bro^vn. 


1846. Tnrhestan Tree Creeper. Certhia himalayana tamiura Scverizov 


Hi Dismbunonal ranges i tamiura (1846) a limes (1845) 

; Aireafff^ena (1847) 4 hfma (1848) ^ yurmanensis (RE) 6 ripponi (RE) 


1800 m (occasionally up to c, 2400 m) down to the foothills and into the 
plains of the Indus south to Bahawalpur (Chachran, Harunabad, Bhoitg). 
In tliis season frequents orchards, srillagc groves, roadside avenues, and 
shcesham trees in forest plantations and Canal Bungalow compounds, cv’cn 
where these are isolated far amidst treeless semi-desert tracts. 

Extrclirrritcl. Eastern Afghanistan. 

general HABrrs. Those of the genus, cf. 1842. May be seen in small 
family parties after breeding, but later usually singly — one to a tree or 
among roving bands of tits, leaf ^\*arble^s, etc. \Vorla up the tree-trunks 
and along the larger boughs like a nuthatch, starting Cmm the base ^d 
climbing in short spurts, investigating the crevices in the bark. Havuig 
attained a fair height, immediately fries off to another tree, again starting 
at the bottom and jerking its i\*ay upward directly or in irregular spirals. 
Normally aNuids thin branches with no roughnesses in the bark for uuy 
insects to lurk. Occasionally seen foraging on stone retaining svalls in winter. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a low long-drawm squeak. Song, a loud, 
rigorous and \-er>* rapid tiss^ X‘P J^P (Alexander). A^y be heard 

throughout the ^uar, more lustily in the breeding season. 


Certhia taeruura Sc\'crt20\', 1872 (1873), Vertik. Turkest. Zhiroln.: 138 
(Chimkent, Turkestan) 

Baker, FBI No 445 (part), Vol. 1 : 431 


LOCAL NAMES, None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c- 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1845, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Straggler. One record in Ladakh 
(Dras, 3000 m — ^feinenzhagen) , in stimted willows. 

ExirclimJtcl. Extends to western Afghanistan and through Turkestan to 
the Tien Shan. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1845. 

EREEDINC. Extraiimital- 


Mcseum Diagnosis. Diffen from lir^^s in bring paler and grev’cr. 

MEASUREME.STS 


Wing 

e’a' 69-72 \ 

9-9 64-68 / 

COLOURS or SAFE PART*. As in 1845. 


Bni 

(from skull) 
22-25 jnm 
(Demen tie\') 
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1847. Bimalayaa Tree Creeper. CertMa kimaU^ana kCmaU^ma Vigors 

Ckrtfiia Hmalqftme Vigon, 1832 (1831), Proe. ZooL Soc. London: 174 
(Hiinalayan Mountain!, ratricted to Kumaon or Garhwal by Mdnertihagen, 
1922, BuB. Brit. Om. CL 42: 140) 

Baber, FBI No. 444 (part), VoL 1 : 430 _ 

.Plate 96, fig. 11 
local. NauES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 12 cm (5 in.}, 
mu? CHARacTEBs. As in 1845, q.v. 

STATVS, DiOTUBtmoN and habitat. Fairly common resident, subject to ' 
verUcM movraents; from eastern Kashmir east to Kumaon, breeding 
^^een 1500 and 3600 m (timber-line), optimum zone 2000-3000 m. 
Wmters from c. 2100 m, mostly below 1400 m, down to the foothills and 
ad^cent pkms (Aml^' district). Affects forests of spruce, pine, deodar 
Md rh^odendron. (Senetally avoids pure oak forest, where it is replaced 
by C: discolor, ^ 

OENERAL H^rra, FOOD and voice. Occasionally flutters off thrbark to 
t^ TO escaping moth in the air. Song, ‘ a loud (lut squeaky rapid cH<ta . . 
chtu^hti^hu (or Iti-isi . . tsiu-tsiu-tsiu) of the volume and quality of the tree- 
fare flight-song of Redwinged Bush Lark (Mirafra ayOaoptenif SA 
BBEEDuro. As in 1845. 

Mosetnr Dmokosb. Upperparts more rufous than in timer, underparts darker. 
HEAStnuaffitrt! and colours or bare parts. As in 1845. 


1848. Wesrt Nepal Tree Creeper. CertUa ItimaUtyana injima Ripley 

Cirtkia himal/pima injime Ripley, 1950, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 63: 106 
(likapur, Kailali District, Western Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 444 (part), Vol. 1 : 430 

ix>CAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.), 

FiELn CHARACTERS. As in 1845, q.v. See Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments. Eastern ICumaon (where intergrading with Hmaic^'and) and western 
Nepal cast to c. 8 1 **3 1 ' long.* Two Hodgson specimens from Nepal in Brit. 
Mus. Occurs from c. 2500 m (October) dmvn to the terai in winter. Summer 
distribution and habitat pro^bly as in 1847. 

OENERAI. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1845. 

BREEDING. Unfcoordcd. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from himalajfona by being conspicuously darker, 
more blackish on the upper surface. This race has sharply defined narrow streaks 
of huffy white on the head, nape and upper back. The ru/bus colour on the tips 
of the feathers of the lower back is stronger and darker than in kimalayona. On the 
udl also the barring is more blackish as well as stronger and more distinct. There 
is no size difference. 

UEAsvRSueNn and colours of bare parts. As in 1845. 

^ The range of the species appears to he discontinuous in the Himalayas (see map, p. 235). 
*nie oeartst populadons occur in norCfaem Burma QtPBtaKnfif) and on hft Victoru between 
2300 and 3000 tn Both may be expected in adjacent areas of India. 
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Certria discolor Blyth 
Key to the Subspecies 

Paler, more fulvous above r a x t 

Darker, less fulvous abo« 

1849. SaiIdinTreeCi«per.GrtAMd!s«,fa-d^ 

C.(rt4£s) diKR&r Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asisl Soc. Benpd 14: 580 (DsritdlMl 
Baker, FBI No. 45 1 , VoL 1 : 435 
Plate 96, fig. Ig 

lOCAi NAMES. SiUBli (Paharia) ; SsHjtrph (Lcpcha); Oai nrii (Assso), 
size. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). ‘ 

rtEut CHARACTEBS. AUse, darkbrown su^ed tvith fulvoui SuperdEua 

A short bar and an oblique buff fan J 

across wing. Rump ierrugmous. Tail nffom- 
brown. Bchw, throat and breast eatth-bromi 
to tawny brown. Belly paler, greyish to buffith. 
Under tail^overts odiraceous. Aiillmc! white, 
^ e. I Sc3ces alike. 

Earily identified by its dark throat. AH other 

creepers have a ^vhitc throat. 

_ STATUS, DtsTRtBtmoN and HABITAT. Fairly common resident. Subject lo 
vertical movements and winter wandering. The Himalayas from western 
Nepal (Rand & Fleming, 1957) east through Artinachal Pradesh. Obtained 
Ceftfiifl discolor 




DiJinbutienaJ ranges 


I imchi (1849) R rnofitputmis {\Bys) 

3, 4 Extralimiial subspecies 
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in the breeding season from 1800 to 2700 m, and in winter from 300 to 
2700 m in Nepal and from 700 to 3600 m in Sikkim. Affects mossy oak and 
rhododendron Jbrest. Preiers broad-leaved forest but also froquents conifers. 
OCNERAX. HABITS. Thosc of thc gcnus. ■ 

FOOD. Insects and spiders. 

VOICE and cAixs. Little recorded. Caff, a sharpy quick-repeated chip- 
chip-chip-chip (SA). Song said to be * typically tree creeper’s * ; see also 1850. 
Song period, early February to May (Proud). 

BREEDING. Seosorty MarcA to May (from circuimtancial evidence). A'e/f 
and eggs imdescribed. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. For distinction from tTianipurensis 
see 1850. 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d'd'- 

67-76 

17-20 

17-20 

73-82 mm 

99 

64-72 

16-18 

17-18 

73-77 mm 


- (SA, Rand & Fleming, MD) 

Weight 7 (J'p (Mar.) JO-JJ; 3 (Oct.) JO^IJ g — SA. 2 c'd’ 10*4, 10-5; 
2 9 9 9*6, 10-6 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Itis brown. BUI : upper mandible dark brown, lower 
whitish, ydlowuh white or pinkish white; gape inside Beshy. Legs and feet pale 
brown. 


1850. Manipur Tree Creeper. Cerihia discolor manipurensis Hume 

-CerthiamanipurmsisHumey 1881, Stray Feathers 10: 151 (Eastern Hills, Manipur) 
Certhut cietmae Rippon, 1906, Buff. Brit. Om. d. 16: 87 (Afount Victoria) 
Baker, FBI No. 452. Vol. 1 : 437 

local names, Deo-mojo {CacIiari);/nr«f-m->/ (Naga); Voh-ti-ti-lhg (Manipur). 
SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

field characters. As in 1849, q.v. " « j 

status , DzmuBUTTON and habitat. Resident, locaUy common. Nagaland 
(Gfodwin-Austen), Manipur, and probably the Khasi and Cachar hilb 
(Baker JBNHS 17: 791 and 13: 563; <£ also MdiJUaiien 1 : 413).* Occurs 
^tween r. 900 and 230D m (on Mt Victoria from 1400 to 3000 m but more 
frequait lit the lower part of its zone). Affects mosUy deciduous forest, 
occasionally pine woods. . . , ■_ 

Extraiimital. The Chin Hills TOd south to the AraJ^ Yomas. The species 
extends east through Burma to Yunnan, Laos and Vietnam. 

- OENEKAL HABITS and root). Those of the gratis. 

VOICE and CAua. Song described as a loud sharp double-note repeated 
several times dtjB tifja (i(j« — (Heinrich) ; also rendered as a shnll 

duwet-Uet, itaeee-Uit (Smythics). „ a „r eu™ 

BEEEOmo. Stasm, chiefly April and May. Acri, a pad f 
rootlets TOd a few feathers placed in cracks or shallow holes m trees f. 2 to 4 

s Koorf. fiom Khsri rad Wn. not ntpportrd by 

Bee creeper scans to occur south of the Brahmaputra. 
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metres above the ground. Eggs, apparently 3 or 4, differing from tliose of 
himaltr/ana and famHiais in being more densely marked with deeper red- 
brotvn, tiny blotches and freckles. Average size ofll eggs 15'9 X 12'3inm 
(Baker). 

'Museum DiAONons. Like dbcelor (1849) but dark feaibeis of upperparts biackcr 
tvilh less fulvous. Chin, throat and uppa breast reddish fulvous; belly and ilaitVs 
more tinged with fulvous. 

MEASUREMENTS 

- Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from feathers) 

Jjip 66-71 13-16 17-18 65-68 mm 

Wing e?d' 67-73; 9 P 64-69 tnm (Sires. — Ml Victoria) 

Weight 1 (? Il:> V 10 g (SDR). 

COLOUES OF BARE PARTS. As in 1849. 


1851. Nepal Tree Creeper. Calkia nipaUrmt Blyth 
C.(erth!e) mpslmir ‘ Hodgson Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asia!. Soc. Bengal 14: 581 

(Nepal) 

CnJiieSuluzteeBmois, 1874, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 42:256 (Sikkim) 

I Baka, FBI No. 455, Vol. 1 : 438 

Piste 98, fig. 12 
local names. None rccorded- 
siZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (4| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Abocc, crowH and uppcr back very dark 
treaked with fulvous. A very broad, buff supercaium. Mantle rusty brown 
rith dark scale-like markings. Rump rusty. IVing marked with a buff vrog- 
ar and buff oblique band. Tail brown, unbarred. Below, throat whttu?L 
Ircasrand centre of belly crcam-buff. Flanks rauny-olivc, rusty on lower 
art. Sexes alike. . ^ 

Short, straight bill a helpful character in idcntificauon. 

■om discolor by whitish throat; from UmaUpana by unbarred wd; from 
imilioru by buff breast and tawny flanks (r. white and greyish). 

STATUS, DCTRiDunoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vcrtiw 
icnCs. apparently uncommon. Wcsiem Nepal from e. 81* . 

'raylor, 1961) east along thc Himalayas through Sikkim, ^ 

iruLtchal Pradesh (Ludlow, Ihi. 1944: 177). Possibly ^ 

forth Caebar (Baker, loc. ds.) but no ^rnens 
uinmer betsvera 2700 and 3500 m and m winter between 1500 and 35w 
tffects oak forest and m'lxed deciduous and conifer foWL 
ErtraliraUd. Ranges east to northern Burma and southeastern 

^o^itAL HABtrs. Keeps singly or in pai^ often 

isrties of fats, nuthatches an’d other creeprai nmre 

ng to Meinertthagra seldom in hunting parties. Seems to keep to 
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CfTt/iifl nipchmh 



Distributional range 


rotten and mossy trees than other tree creepers, seldom ascending high up 
into the branches. Movements slow and more deliberate. 

FOOD. Insects. 

voicfi and cali^. Unrecorded, A very silent bird, thus difficult to locate. 
BREEDING. Unknown. Season^ about ^^ay. 
hlusEuu Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

UEASUREUENTS 


Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



66-76 \ 



f 75-81 

66-71 J 

14-17 

18-20 

- 169-76 


(Rand & Fleming, NBK, Mayr, MD, SA) 

Wright 2 (?o’ (May-June) 11-5, 11; 2 9 9 (May-Junc) 11, 11 g (GD). I 
(Feb.) 12; 1 9 (Nov.) 10 g (SA). 

coLOVXs OF BARB PARTS. Iris broivn. Bill : upper mandible black, lower pinkish 
wbilc. Legs and feet brown. 


Family Motacillidae : Pipits and Wagtails 

For description sec Baber, E. a S., 1926, FBI 3: 254: Van Tyne, J. & Berger, 
A J., 1939: 528; Voous, K. H., 1964, article * Wagtail * in Thomson, A, L- (ed.), 
A Xfw Dutumay of Birds, London & New York. 


Key to the Genera 

Upper plumage streaked; tail comparatively shorter AntJms 

Upper plumage unstreaked; tail comparatively longer. .MdlariZ/e 


Page 

242 

272 
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Genus Anthus Bcchslcin 

Anthiis Bcchstrin, 1805, Gen. Naturg. Dcutsch. 2: 247, 302, 465. 

Tj'pe, by subsequent designation, Sclbj*, 1825, Alauda pretmsis Linnaeus 
Omcoiys Sharpe, 1885, Cat. Bds. Briu Mus. 10: 622- 
T>’pe,' by monot^'p^', //ffmira Hodgson ' 

CC Hall, B. P., 1961, ‘The Tajujnomy and Identificarion of Pipits*, BuILBriL 
Mus. Xat. Hisl.t Zoolog>’ Vol. 7, No. 5: 245-89. 


Key to the Species 

I Rectriccs pointed; dark shafl-Unc on brcast'fcathcrs dividing to form 

a triangle at up '. A, ^kema 

11 Rectriccs not pointed; no shaft-lines on brcast-fcalhers 
A Hind claw’ not exceeding hind toe in length 

a Pale tip of inner sveb of penultimate rcctrix veiy small 


1 Pale tips of rectriccs white 

i Upper plumage brown, boldly strcakal .A. tririalis 

n Upper plumage greenish, finely streaked A. hodgsoni 

2 Pale tips of rectriccs pale rufous A. simlis 

b Pale tip of inner W’cb of penultimate rcctrix large, about one-third 

length of feather A. rdlghinen^ 

B Hind claw exceeding hind toe in length 

c Sides of body plain or with obsolete streaks only 

3 General colour of undciparts sandy or buff 
iii Breast spotted or streaked 


o ^\^lilepaUemonsecondoutcrrcclrixatriangle^. godUicskii 
o' Vffiitc pattern on second outer rcctrix a narrow white 


streak A. rorceseelerjiics 

iv Breast unstreaked A. campestris 

4 Underparts t’inous A. sphujUtta 

d Sides of body trith coarse dark streaks 

. 5 Axfllarics yellow A. roseaius 

6 Arillarics w’hitlsh more or less ringed with brownish or yellowish 

V Throat and breast cinnamon A.ctndnsis 

Throat huffish A.prclmsis 


Anthus hodgsoni Richmond 

Cf. Ripley, S. D., 1948, JBNHS 47: 622-7 
B'js\yas, B., 1961, JBNHS 58: 452-3 

Key to the Sabspecies 

Back distinctly streaked A. k. hodgsoni 

Back obsoletcly streaked A. h.jvnnanaisis 
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1852. Indian Tree Pipit. Anihus hodgsoni hodgsom Richmond 

Anlhus irhialis hodgsoni Richmond, 1907, in Blackweldcr, Res. in China, (2): 493, 
new name for Anihus mecaZa/ur Jerdon, 1864, Bds. India 3: 873. (Type locality from 
1863, ibid. 2; 228 (Calcutta)], ntc Anihus maadetus Virillot 
Anthus Koculatus bnezotoskxi Zarudny, 1909, Om. Monatsb. 17: 41 (S^V. Kansu) 
Baker, FBI Nos. 1 1 86 and 1 1 87, Vol. 3:281, 282 
Plate 97, fig. 8 

LOCAL NA tres . Alusarichz (Hindi); Dkan chidi (Gujarati); AfucAassi (Bengali); 
AmiaJ-serwi (Munda); Lihijitta (Tdugu); Pulkiiruvi (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

held CHARACTERS. Abovt, gTcenish brown streaked vrith darker brown. 
Superdhum, double wing-b^, and outer rectriccs whitish. Below, whitish 
to buff boldly streaked ^vith dark bro^vn on breast and flanks. Sexes alike. 

Very similar to A. trivialis and not easily distinguishable from it in the 
field though in triviolis the upperparts are browner (p. greerush) and the 
streaks on the underparts bolder; call-notes apparently identical. A. pratensis 
has finer streaks on breast and different call-notes. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtjnON and HABITAT. Gommon summer (breeding) visitor 
to the Hima l a yas and winter visitor to the foothills and practically the entire 
Indian Peninsula. In summer from Dharmsala, Kangra and Kulu (Whistler, 
JBNHS 31: 474 and Ibis 1926: 735) east along the Himalayas to Burma, 
breeding c. 2700 to timber-line and in the scrub zone-above it; in Kulu up 
to 3300 m, in central and eastern Nepal up to 4500 m (Smythics), in Sikkim 



i hodgsoni {1855) ^ yunr.anensis (1853) 
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and Amnadial Pradesh up to c. 4000 m. Affects grass and bracken-covered 
slopes, rocky ground and glades in open forest of oak, fir, pine, etc., 
abandoned cultivation and scrub with isolated trees; also dwarf juniper or 
other scrub just above rimber-Une. Winters from c. 2000 m, occasionally 
2500 m (Nepal), down to the foothills and in most of the Indian Peninsula, 
west to Kangra and Mt Abu, cast throughout Assam and Bangladesh, and 
south to the Ashambu Hills (southern tip of the Peninsula). In the south 
winters mostly in the hills up to the summits — common in coffee and 
cardamom plantations — and, unlike A. trivialis, does not seem to occur 
outside the evergreen woodland or in the low’lands. In the north commonly 
found in the plains in mango groves and suitable ^voodcd biotope. 

ExiralimitaL Ranges north and cast to Kansu, Korea and Japan. Winters 
south to the Philippines and the Indochinese countries. Probably breeds on 
Mt Victoria (Stresemann & Heinrich, 1940). 

MIGRATION. Occurs in SNTnter quarters from September to early May 
(Himala^’as) or mid October to mid April (southern India). Noted on 
migration up to 5000 m (hit Everest) . 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly or in pairs in summer when very terri- 
torial; in loose flocks in the non-breeding season. Runs about on the ground 
in search of food, flying up into* trees when disturbed. Flight jerk)’ and 
undulating, characteristic of all pipits and wagtails. 

FOOD. Insects and their larvae, grass- and weed seeds and other 
vegetable matter; grit. Insects identified among stomach contents in an 
intensively cultivated tract in Bihar included a large proportion of wccs’ils 
(especially Tas^ecus and Myltocenis spp.) and other coleopterous and 
hemipterous remains (hlason & Lefroy, 1912). 

VOICE and calls. Song lark-like in character sometimes similar to that 
of A. tririaliSy sometimes remarkably different, with a harsher and more 
wheezy tone (GD); almost inNariably uttered on the ^Nring, the bird rising 
a short distance in the air on quivering wings from a tree-top and volplaning 
back to its perch with w’ings and tail outspread. Song period mid March 
till third week of June (Proud, GD). CaU-note, a single Iseep from rime to 
time, especially in flight, and continually repeated when alarmed (near 
nest). 

BREEDING. Sfoscn, Ma)' to end of July. Two broods are reared though 
not all birds appear to double-brooded. AVri, a cup of moss and dry 
grass lined with fine grass and a few hairs, placed on the ground usually 
under a tuft of grass occasionally under a boulder. Eggs, normally 4, less 
often 3 or 5, dark bnns-n densely spotted with darker colour, occasionally 
pale grey blotched with dark gre^’-bronn. Average size of 120 eggs 21 *4 x 
15*8 mm (Baker), 

Museum Diacnoss. Above, olive- g ree n with gree n edges to wng and tall and 
blackish streaking on head and mantle ^'arj’ing from \'eT^' light to heav>*. Belar, 
white with dart, broad, wcJJ-defincd slrealing sariabic in cctcnt. Hind claw short 
and curved. First three primaries longest and subequal, the fourth 1-4 mm shorter. 
Second, third and fourth priroaries emargmated. TaO-pattem slightly off-white, 
with the pattern on the second outer rcctrix in the form of a small spot or triangle 
near the rip, soroctiroa extending about 25 mm up the shaft. 

Green edges to wings and green on upperparts distinguish hodgsoni from all other 
pipits except A. roseztis in autumn plumage. The t\»’o species can best be distinguished 
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by the hind daw which is short and curved in hodgscm and longer and weaher in 
weatu. In addition rauetas has a distincth*e tuft of lemon-yellow in the axQlary 
region; it is usually a larger bird with a longer bill, darker and less dear white 
undejparts (B, P. Hall). 

Differs from subspecies jafwasnntj (1653) in bang prominently streaked on back. 
Fourth primary jn hoigstna usually less than 1 mm shorter than third, in jranaenot/tf 
usually 1-^ mm shorter. 

Spring moult of body-feathers, some wing-coverts and centralrectrices in Mard>- 
ApriL Postnuptial moult complete about August- 

Young, like adult but more heavdy streaked on mantle and tmderparts, the 
streaks wider as wdl as more extensive. 

VEASuamcerm 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

(?(f 79-90 13-161 

9 9 77-S5' 14-16/ 

Hind daw 8-9 xnm 

o' 9 78-^3 

Weight 30 O'O' (summer) 20-22-6; 2 o'er (Sept.) 23-5, 24; 7 9 9 (summer) 
20-23 g (GD, RAP). 8 o' 9 (winter) 18-23 g (SA). I 9 ('vintcr) 20 g (Roonwal). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris hazd-brown. Bill: upper mandible dark homy 
brown, lower pale flesh colour; gape yellow; mouth ^xllow and pink. and feet 
ydlowish brown; daws homy brown- 


Tarsus 

20-22 


Tail 

J 53-68 mm 
L 50-67 mm 


(BB, B. P. Hall, Stres.) 

— • 55-69 mm 

(SDR, Stres., SA) 


1853. Siberian Tree Pipit. Anlhtu hoigsoniytamanensis Uchida &: Kuroda 

Attifsns maculctus jUTOtenensis Uebida & Kuroda^ 1916, Annot. Zool. Jap. 9; 134 
(Yunnan) 

Anihis Jwdgsani h^pvuit^n Hartert & Stdnbacher, 1933, V6g. paL Fauna, 
Hrganzungsband, (2) 138 (Boatassin, Sachalin) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 1 8. A'oL 3 : 283 

local names. As in 1852. 

SIZE. Sparrow J; ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.), 

nELD CHARACTERS. As in 1852, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION’ and HABITAT- Common winter \’isitof in the same 
range as nominate race (1852), including the Hitnalai-as west to Simla, in 
Nepal up to 2800m (Rand & Fleming, : 187). Affects cultivauon 
siith isolated trees, open forest and jungle. 

Exlralimita!. Breeds in southern Siberia from the Peichora nver to 
Karochatha and Japan. 
moRATiON’. As in 1852. 

OEKEKAI. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1852. 

BBEEDCic. E.ttralimital.._ 

Museum Diaonosis. Differs from (IK2) in basing the streaks on back 

obsolete Moults apparently as in 1832. 


KEASUREMEXTS 

Ifing 

d’d' ■■ 81-90 ' \ 

9 9 77-86 / 

Hind claw 8-9 tnm 


BiU 

(from skull) 

13-15 


Tarsus 

20-22 


Ta3 

f 51.86 cm 
152.83 oa 


(BB, S.A, B. P. Hall, Raad & Fleming) 
d’9 81-90 — ■ — 57-84 tsa 

(SDR) 

IVeight 16 d'd’ (winter) 19-4-24-6.- 11 9 9 (winia) 17-26-3 g (RAP. CD) 
COLOURS or BARE PARTS, liis dark brown. Bni : upper nandiblc horny witi 
fleshy on base; lower ntandiblc fleshy with homy dp. Legs and feet horny flair 
dasrs homy; soles fleshy while 


Anthus nmiAUs (laimacus) 

Key to the Suhsp^es . 

Uppeiparu more earth-brown, less olive; bill broader at base 

.A.t. imagb-n 

Uppetparts more olive-brown; bill narrower at base A. t. tn'Mis 


1854. Enropesm Tree Pipit. AnMcs trinelis Irinalu (Linnaeus) 

Aterfr tmiilu linnaeus, 1758, S>st. Nat, ed. 10, 1 : 166 (Sweden) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 1B4, VoL 3: 279 
pate 97, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Fasfeniai (Msldivisn) ; Other namo as in 1852. 

SIZE. Sparrow* ± ; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). * 

. FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1852 but uppciparts brosMi, and streaks on 
breast finer. 

STATUS, DISTKIBUTION and HABITAT. Com- 

' mon ssintcr visitor. Tlie greater pari of the 
Indian Peninsula from the Himalayan fooi- 
hills op to f. I-KX) m (Jammu to Central 
Nepal but rare) "cast to the Brahmaputra, 
vsest to Sind and south to tlie Nilgin hah. 
A December record for tlie Maidive Islands 
(PhiUips, JBNHS 60 : 581), possibly regtto 

winter visitor there. Affects cultivation, stubble fields shady 
^ open country with a few- trees. Wore a bird of the lowlands than d. 

hoiismi and preTcrs more open ground. . 

EftralirdtJ. Breeds from the Mediterranean countnes noi* to ‘ 

to Yakutia. Replaced in eastern Asia by ArJm higer. 
Winters in Afghanistan, southern Iran, the Mediterranean counincs an 

Ri^^r^^^commonTapgcmismnt in 
(Makran coast, northern Baluchistan, Sind, through 
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1 /ipm. 

heard. • i 

rdive-brown with clear streaking on 
■lusEUM Dlaonosb. Aterr, Irg buffvdlb streaking on upper breast dark 

,d and mantle. Brfrm.whrte^^lrg^^^^^ 

^c.narrowHreaks.,I&d^w^^ 

rust three primana longest ano cqua,, . 
commonly about 5 mm shorter than Ihtrf » 

“ (, 1-2 mm shorter m larorgtOTO. 

l^^nrtlLw elrginafrd. fourth slighUy 

"sr. 
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shorh curved hind claw. Slou. biU 

toei^ 


sec 1855. 

irEaSUREMEA-TS 


Wing 


82-95 \ 
80-90/ 

Hind claw 8-10 mm 


d’d' 
9 9 


BHI 

(from skull) 
13-15 


Tanus 

f 20-22 
\ 19-21 


Tail 

50- 68 tnm 

51- 65 tnm 


, (HW, Koeb. B. P. Hall) 

V on-ov 7 0 9 (SepL-Oct.) 17-21 g (Palodan, 
Weight 12 d'd’ (Sept-OCL) ’ ,5^ ,p,, CD). 

BB, RAP). 4 d'd' (APO upper mandible and tip of lo^ 

ho".r“r — i:^ ^ " 

browDoh ficab. 

,855. WitherVsTreePipiLABltohtHc/irdaJlbci^^^^^^ 

Aetto ■ ' 

AcLbudadg^-^K^. of tb’e 

Baker, FBI No. 1 185. 5 ol. 3. 280 

u«AL NAMES. As in 1852. , - ^ v 

— V Sparrow i: length c. 15 cm (6 m.). 

mm cHARAcrrERS. As in „ fbiecding) 

rrATUS,DisiiUB'.-noN^d j^^^^ 

tn Gildij Balustan, HaMra» i pfccdi betwten <■ 

Sis 1927: 402) to Lahul (Ko^ I«* “ „ -.irh scattered tree* 

^?37no m locally 4200 m (^ustan), on grassy slop^ , south 
“ bStm nror^eVro dmber-Unc. 36: 910) and 

t k-s. 

fallow land. „ntral (’) Afghanistan (Patudin) a-nd 
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tail up and down, less vehemently than wagtail. WTien disturbed ^es up 
into the branches of trees. Flight imdulating, ver>' like a wagtail’s. 

rooD. Insects and grass- and weed seeds. A flock observed eating nectar 
from flosN-cn o^Erylhina just prior to emigration (end hfarch), the 

speomens collected being excessively fat (SA). 

VOICE ^d CALLS. Call-note, a single Uup chiefly given in flight; this 
also repeated persistently and monotonously when bird alarmed at in- 
truder’s proximity to its nest- Song: in breeding season male sings from 
perch on tree-top or prominent rock — a rapid, rather lark-like cJdkcfakcMk 
c}de<Ida<Mc-\iich-v::ich~mch. This frequently followed by an upward 
spring in a narrow arc, the bird volplaning steeply, \s’ings stiffly outstretched 
and motionless, legs dangling and tail cocked Ikr forward — accompanied 
hy a prolonged Uee-Uee-isee . . . , back to the same or a different perch, the 
tstfs sio\\Tng do\NTi towa^ the end. 

BREEDiKC. Season, May to end of July, /{esi, a cup of grass stems lined 
with finer grass and a few' hairs placed in a little depression under a tuft of 
grass,, under a stone on a h^idc or protected by a btish or weed. Eggs, 
3 or 4, pale pinldsh red, blotched or fiockled with darker red and purple 
brown with pale lavender secondary’ blotches. For further details see A’hft- 
fretion 3: 139. Average size of 30 eggs 21 -2 X 16 mm (Baker); of 3 eggs 
19-3 X 15-2 (BBO). 


.MesEtTa Diagsosis. Differs from nominate race (1854) in the more earthy, 
less olive-fulTOus brown of the upperparts, paler fulvous of breast and flanks, slightly 
bcarier streaking of the breast and broader, deeper bUl. Colour of upperparts and 
amount of buff" on underparts \*cr>' N'ariable. Some Himalayan birds are ver^* grc>ish 
alKnc in fresh plumage but when a little worn, as in May, thej* arc indistinguishable 
from Etiropean birds in similar state. Most Indian birds in fresh plumage arc quite 
unlike /rrrtclfr; in worn plumage the only difference is that of bill shape (H\V). Sec 
1854 for spedfle distinction. 

Spring motilt of body-fcathent, central rcctriccs, tcrtials and most coverts except 
primary’. Postnuptial moult complete. Fresh autumn and spring plumage alike, but 
worn spring dress greyer above and paler fulvous below. 

Young, much as adult but edges of feathers of upperparts paler biifEsh brown, 
making the streaking more conspicuous on imdcrparts, streaks almost confined to 
throat and pectoral region; flanks and under tauI-co%*erts suffused with buff. Post- 
Juvenal moult of body-feathers, lesser, median and inner greater coverts, tertials and 
central rectriccs. 

smASUaZStEKTS 


C?(? 

99 

Width of bni at nostrils 5-5 *5 mm 
Hind claw 7-9 mm 


4Vmg 

Bill 

Tanus 

TaU 


(from skull) 



83-94 

14-16 \ 

20-22 

* r 54-66 

83-91 

14-16/ 

154-63 


(B, P. Hall, mV) ■ 

Wright 1 o’ (Octeber) 21; 3 9 9 (October) 23-25; I 9 (June) 24 g (Paludan). 
cotnuss OF BAjtx PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible and tip of lower 
homy brown; rest of lower mandible flesh colour; mouth pale pink. Legs and feet 
btowTush flesh. 


1856. Meadow Pipit. Asilhus praiensis (Linnaeus) 

{Ateada) praUzsis Linnaeus, 1758, Sj-st. NaL, cd, 10,1 : 166 (Sweden) 
Anihsa pTClerjxs erdgnatiais Zarudny, 1909, Om. Monatsb. 17: 56 
(Taschkent, Txxrkestan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1185a, Vol. 8: 661 
Plate 97, fig. 5 


LOCAL XAUES, Nonc rccordcd- 

sizE. Sparrow ^ ; length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTEits. Ahovt, oUvc-brosvn streaked with dark brown. Two 
pale wing-bars. Outer edge of tail wHte. Below, buff with dark brown 
streaks on sides of throat, breast and flanks. Sexes alike. 

Very similar to tree pipits but generally more bufflsh. In the field only 
disdnguishable by call-notes (q.v.). 

STATUS, DiSTRiBUTio?; and HABITAT. Scarcc winter visitor to N.W.FJ*. 
(Bannu and Kohat — Ibis 1909: 242;JBNHS 18: 684), the Vale of Kashmir 
(one record: Ibis 1927: 403) and Fcrozcporc {Ibis 1869: 355). Affects grassy 
fanning areas. 

Exiralimital. Breeds in Europe from the Ob river to France and the 
Briu^ Isles. \Slntcrs in the Mediterranean and Middle East countries, 
Pakistan being the easternmost limit of its ^vinte^ range. 

MIGRATION. Recorded within our limits from 12 January to 19 blarch. 

GENERAL HABITS. In >v’inter usually seen in small loose flocks, often in 
company %v’ith A. spinoUtta, feeding on Ia^vns, and in meadows and lucerne 
fields. 


FOOD. Insects and their larvae, spiders/ occasionally weed seeds. 

VOICE and calls. When flushed usually utters some thin notes very 
sitmlar to the ^S^atcr Pipit’s isl but given in scries of 3 or 4 (MD). 

BREEDING. Extr aliTTUtal. 

Museum Diagnosis. Above, olive-brown with clear streaking on head and mantle. 
Below, white or light buff with spotring on breast dark and well defined, changing 
on lower breast and flanks to sparse streaks. Hind claw fairly long and weak. First 
three primaries longest and equal, fourth usually less than I mm shorter, occasionally 
2 mm. Second, third and fourth cmargiaated. Tail-pattern wlutc with a small 
triangle, spot or streak near rip of second outer rectrix. Primaries and rectriccs 
somedmes rather pointed (B. P. Hall). 

For distincrion from A. frfrialts sec 1854. 

MEASUREMENTS 


■wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tan 


(from skull) 



74-86 \ 

14-16 

20-23 

r5I-60 

73-84 J‘ 

1.49-56 


Hind claw 9-15 mm 


mm 

mm 


(B. P. Hall, Demenries') 

Wright 8 (j'c? 16-19*5; 4 9 9 15*7-18 g (Dcmcnrin*). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. B3J dark brown, brownish flesh at 


base. Legs and feet pale brown. 
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. Anthus novaeseelandiae GmcUn 
Key to the Sobsperies 

Page 

A Darker, more heavily streaked and larger; wing usually over 88 mm, 

tarsus usually over 28 mm A.n. liehardi 251 

B Paler, less heavily streaked and smaller; wing usually under 88 mm, 
tanus usually under 28 mm 

1 Palest and less hea\ily streaked A. n. weitei 252 

2 Intermediate A.n, nfiilus 253 

3 Darkest and more heavily streaked A. n. rnoU^ensis 255 

1857, Ri(3iard^s Pipit, /jnf/my navewsetlandioe liehardi Virillot 

AxShis Ridwrdi Virillot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d’HisL Nat. 26: 491 (France) 
Baker. FBI No. 1193, VoL 3: 288 
Plate 97, fig. 1 

1>^>GAL NAMES, RUgail, CkoTckdri (Hindi) ; Sziriam, Serwi, Ckenekir (Chota Nagpur) ; 
^i^Po-rujU-pitia (Tclugu); Ptdla p^a-aie, Itetlsi-kali (Tamil); Ckat::ppai, Veremben 
(Malaj-akm); GonwritUi (Sinhala). 

Sparrow; length c. 17 cm (64 in.). 

CHARACTERS. A st rikin gly long-Icggcd pipit similar to the Indian 
Fadfij-fidd Pipit (1859j q.v.) but larger. 

ftatcs, DisTRiBimoN and habitat. 4Mdesprcad but local and erratic 
^mter visitor; common from- Bengal eastwards, uncommon in the Indian 
Fcmnsula. Recorded from the Nepal terai (Rand £: Fleming 1957) and the 
Kathmandu Valley (Scully) ; south in the Peninsula to Kerala, Tamil Nadu 
^d Sri Lanka (plentiful in the lowlands). In India normally east of a line 
ratehgarh to Goa but also recorded In Kohat (Whitehead, iJir 1909: 243); 
eastwards through Bengal, Bhutan, Assam, blanipur and Bangladesh. Also 
Andaman Islands (Hume). Affects culiiv’ation, stubble fields, bare 
*^ides and sandy areas; shois’s a marked preference for damp grassy* 
puund — jhcel margins etc. 

^sdrchrratcl. Breeds from western Siberia cast to Korea and the Sea of 
Okhotsk. 

^ "Hie species navcsseelatdiae ranges through China, the Indochinese count- 
ies, Mala\*asia, Indonesia, the Philippines, New Guinea, Australia, New 
and Africa south of the Sahara. Only the Palacarctic subspecies 
^ regular migrants and winter in southern China, the Phihppines and 
ladoci^ese countries. 

^cration. Occurs in winter quarters fro’m October (earliest 10 Oct.) 
to April or early May (latest 22 May). 

CENTRAL RABrrs. As in 1859. 

^ooo. Beetles and other insects and laivae. 

J’oiCE and calls. Usual note a loud, rapid and harsh rreep (‘ T-r-rSup ’ 
”*ithcrby), apparently unlike that of resident subsperies (1859, q.v.), A soft 
double ci^rp strongly reminiscent of the note of a bunting (Brooks). 

breedino. Extraiimital. 

Mcszxnc Diacnoss. Differs from the resident Indian subsperies in bring larger 
^Ih a loader tattus. (See Measurements.) 
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MEASUREMENTS 

IV’ing Bill Tarsus Tril 

(from skull) 

cPd' 89-102 16-21 \ • „ r 63-78 mm 

9 9 86-97 15-19/ 162-72 mm 

Hind claw o'd’ 14-27, 9 9 14-19 nun 

(HW, SA, B. P. Hall, SDR) 
Wrigbl I o', I 9 Bhutan (SepL) 27, 27 g — SDR. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill homy brown, paler on lower m a n dible 
except rip; mouth yellow to pale flesh. Legs, feet and claws brownish flesh; soles 
riirome-^’rilow. Legs and feel not so fleshy in colour as those of A. n. rafales and 
A. godUwsidi, but arc more yrilowish, particularly the soles (Brooks). 


1 858. Northwestern Paddyfield Kpit. ArJhas rozceseelarJice wdtH 
WTiistlcr 

Andxs TufaJas veedtei I\Txistlcr, 1936, J. Bombay naL HisL Soc. 38: i66 
(Jhdum,* Punjab) 

Baker, FBI No. 1195 (part), Vol. 3: 290 

LOCAL NAMES. Rugsil, Chard.dn (Hindi); DKd*. eJddi (Gujarati). 

SIZE. Sparrots’ i ; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD characters. As in 1859, q.v. 

STATUS, DisnuBcnON and habitat. Fairly common resident, subject to 
local movements; mostly a summer \4ritor to the Himalayan foothills. 
Pakistan from Kohat and Punjab to Quetta and Sind, and northwestern 
Intfra cast to U.P. from the Himala>’an foothills (up to c. 1000 m, locally 
1800 m, exceptionally 3000 m — 4MiistIer, Ibis 1925: 189), south through 
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhja Pradesh to the 
Narbada river. Affects grassland, stubble fields, abandoned land and 
marshy ground. 

Extrcliadia!. Has been obtained at Kandahar in summer. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and \’OlCE. As in 1859. 

BREEDING. Sccson, March to end of July. Xest and eggs, as in 1859. 

Mcseum Dl^cnoss- Differs from rafalzs (1859) in bring paler, greyer and less 
heavily streaked both abo%*e and below. Differs Crom rishsrdi by smaller tiic and 
shorter tarsus. 

May be confused with first-winter birds and some adults of A. cerpesiris whidx 
have retained some spotting on breast and have the same laO-pattcra and wing- 
formula; esrptstris a ideated by rclarively short tarsus, long wii^, shorter ami 



642 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 9: 253-256 

PIPITS and wagtails 

Anthus novaestttantShe 


253 



Distributional ranges 

s rufulus (1859) 


EM 3 X wa/Vn (1858J 
1^1 3 malqyensis {i860) 

more curved hind claw and finer bill. The fact that meamrementa overlap and 
are ambiguous makes rt difficult to identify all juveniles of A. c.mpatrh, A. 
seelandtae and A. godlewikii with certainty (B. P. Hall). 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 

(from skull) 

ri'd’ 76-86 16217 

25-28 

51-58 nun 

9 9 , 75-82 15-17 

24-27 

49-56 mm 

Hind claw d’ei’ 11-17; 9 9 12-15 mm 



COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1859. 


1859. 


(B. P. Hall) 


Indian Paddyfield Pipit. Anlhm mvatseelandiae rufulus Vieillot 

Anthus rufulus Vieillot, 1818, Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat. 26; 494 (Bengal) 
Baker, FBI No. 1195 (part), Vol. 3: 290 
Plate 97, fig. 2 j 

LocAb NAMES. Rugoil, ChirchSrl (Hindi) ; Suriam, Smtii, Chanchir (Chota Nagpur) : 
Curapa-mDili-piUa (Telugu); Fulh purake, ■Ptimi-kali (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length c. IS cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An exact miniature of Richard’s Pipit and usually 
shorter on the legs. Above, dark brown marked with fulvous. Tail dark 
brown with white outer rectrices conspicuous' in flight and when ahghting. 
Below, buff streaked with brown on breast. Sexes alike. 
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P.u,« t^gh in Saiim and Nepal in anhann beble " 

Diesselhorst, 1968: 361) Affects open grass and stony country, fallow folA 

°‘^<=“"‘™tion, roadsides and, locally. -villascg^rlJ^ 

Extralimtd. east through Burma. Tliailand, northern Vifnan 

and southern Chma. For range of species sec 1857. 

CENE^L HABrn. Keeps in pairs or small loose flocks according to 
se^on. Feeds on the ground, runmng about briskly and moving iu i J un 
and dosvn m the manner of svagtails; flight also similarly unduUtiJ 
Perches freely on-bushes and tufts of grass. 

Identified among stomach contentiarc 
weevils (Myllocerus sp.), ants (P/iidole maltusi, Cremuslogasler subr.uio), tcrmiits 
(Termes sp.). Hemipterous bugs, spiders, weed seeds, grass b/ades and oth'r 
vegetable matter (Mason & Lefroy, 1912). 

VOICE and calls. Song consists of a wheezy trill or feeble lietp notes 
uttered as the bird rises in the air in an ascending succession of dippinr 
curves; when arrived at the highest point dives to earth in an abrupt tune 
with stiff, partly extended svings (HW). Also described as a series ofliie to 
tsventy clink notes often given in flight (Nichols). Ordinary call-notc a thin 
high-pitched p(pit or tseep-lscep (SA). Concern for nest and young c.sprcs<ed 
by a kechlc inp-tsip-lsip etc. as parent flies flutteringly a few metres abose 
intruder, sailing dosvn to the ground on stiff half-closed wings and upiihed 
tail looking like a child’s paper aeroplane. This manoeuvre repealed again 
and again. 

BR££D1NG. Seosoji, thc dry months from November till the break of rains 
in June in the south, March to July in thc north, occasionally till September 
(Bengal). Nest, a cup of grass and grass roots neatly lined with fine grass and 
hair, sometimes partly domed; usually placed among roots of grass tiifis, 
tangles of weeds, etc. in a fallow field or grazing land, often in a small 
depression such as a sunbaked hoof-print of cattle. Eggs, 3 or 4, usually 3 in 
the south, pale grey or buff marked with blackish brown speckles and 
secondary ones of grey; Average size of 125 eggs 2D‘2 X 15'4 mm, Brtod* 
parasitized by Cuculus canonis. Building of nest and care of young by both 
sexes. Parents usually approach thc nest through a tunnel in thc grass, 30 
to 60 cm long. Injury-feigning by female flushed from nest has been 
observed. 

Museum Diacnosis. Hindelaw medium or long, comparatively weak and often 
rather straight. First three primaries ^as.) longest and subcqual, with the fourih 
slightly shorter. Fifth primary about 7-10 mm shorter than fourth. Second, third 
and fourih emarginaied. White pattern on inner web of second outer rectrix muilly 
in the form of a narrow streak up more than half the shaft, only slightly wider t\ 
the h'p 
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Tairsus 


24- 28 

25- 26 


Tail 


54-65 

51-66 


mm 

mm 


Differs from richardi (1857) in being paler and smaller; from waitei (1858) in 
being darker and browner; from, malajensis (1860) in being less rufous and less 
heavily streaked. Some individuals of A. campestris have a stretsked breast but can 
usually be identified by shorter hind claw. 

A partial moult takes place haphazardly throughout thc non-breeding season 
(B. P. Hall). A complete postnuptial moult in August and September (GD, HW). 

Young has scalloped plumage, with rather darker and heavier spotting on 
breast than adult. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill 

(from skull) 

ri'd’ 7&-B8 15-17 

9 9 74-85 ' 15-17 

Hind claw 10-18; 9 9 11-16 mm 

■ (HW, BB, B. P, Hall) 

Weight 9 (hfarch-Sept.) 20-1-22*7; 6 99 (March-Sept.) 17-4-22 g 
(GD, SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible dark homy, paler 
on edges and tip; lower mandible fleshy with yellowish tinge on base and smoky 
on tip. Legs and feet yellowish fleshy; daws homy; soles pale yellow. 

1860. Malay Paddyfield Pipit. Anthus novaeseelandiae maiqyaisis Eyton 

Anthus Malayensxs Eyton, 1839, Proc. Zool. Soc. London; 104 (Malaya) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 1 195 (part) and 1 196, Vol. 3: 290, 292 
LOCAL NAMES. Ckaluppan, Varamban (MalayaJam); Nettai-kdli (Tamil); Gmaritta, 
PanU'kuTulla (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Sparrow ri: J length 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1 859, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident.. Kerala and 
Sri Lanka, in the plains and hills up to c. 1800 m (Kerala) and 2100 m 
(Sri Lanka). Affects ploughed and stubble fields, sparse grass-coyered fallow 
land, neighbourhood of backwaters and irrigation -tanks, grazing grounds 
and grassy slopes and summits of hills, particularly where sheet rock and 
boulders occur. More or less replaced by A. mightnensts m the hills though 

both species may be seen side by side. 

ExUalimlal. Malaysia, Sumaua, Java, Borneo and the southern Indo- 
chinese Peninsula. For range of the species see 1857. 

e™d”""ut,^’ luAl-lii in flight (Henry). For 

"Ti^HmNa^'rmFrNovember to May in Kerala, Janu^ to July in 
Sri Lanka, with a peak in April-May. Apparently smglt^br^ed. A «/ ^<1 
as in 1859 For details see also Phillips, 1950, Ciyhn jour. of Set. 24. 
TM. Female only appears to build the nest while male keeps watch, but 

the latter may assist in incubation (Phillips). . 

XZ nJcNOsm Diffcn from nifulus (1859) in being darker and more 
heavily streaked. Postnuptial moult complete, August to Octo cr. 


MEASUREMENR 


' Wing Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from skull) 

cfcP 77-87 16-18 24-28 51-62 mm 

9 9 74-84 16-18 24-28 50-60 mm 

Hind claw d’d' 12-18; 9 9 12-18. 

(HW, B. P. Hall, SA) 

COLOURS OP DARE FARTS. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible and tip of lower 
homy brown, rest of lower mandible pale flesh colour; gape yellow; mouth orange- 
yellow, bright yellow or yellow and pink, varying with age. Legs and feet browniih 
yellow, clatvs dusky. 

Anthus cajupestris (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies i 

Darker and larger; wing mostly o’er 90 mm. . . . . .A. c, eempettni 
Paler and smaller; wing mostly 90 mm or under A. e. kastuhfnloi 


1861. Tawny Pipit. ArUhus campestris campestris (Linnaeus) 

Alaudo campestris Unmeus, 1 758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 160 (Europa- Si-rdm) 
Anthus campestris griseus Nicoll, 1920, Bull. Brit- Om. Cl. 41 : 2 j 
(T ischan, Turkestan) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 1197 (part) and 1 198, Vol. 3: 292, 293 
Plate 97, fig. S 

LOCAL NAMES. Chlltu (Hindi); Dhan chidi (Gujarati). 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). , , r, 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Aboce, palc brown, lightly streaked. Outer rconco 
white. Below, plain whitish buff, sometimes with dark, streaks on lireast. 

Sexes alike. . . - / 

Absence of streaking on underparts distinguuhcs this specia iro™ 
mcaeseelandiae. Some individuaU however may have a streaked breast; 
identified by call-notes (q.v.). A. similis is a larger bud svilli a rcUuvel, 
lonccr tail and different call-notcs. . 

In flight silhouette easily confused with Grcjmcckcd Bunting (2 ) 

which it is often associated. ^ ^ and 

STATUS, DBTiiimn-io.v and ilahitat. M inter viutor, . r- j 

■ locally very common. Pakistan from Kohat and Punjab 
QBNHS 60: 26) and Baluchistan, and ihe f “'f wsffi 

sula east to thc Brahmaputra river m B.mgUdesh (Rashid, ) 
to Londa near Belgaum (Koelz, 43: 22) and the KoUr 

-extreme southeastern Karnataka (Sihm Ah, JBNHS . 

to base of thc hilU in Kangra, Simla and Dehra Dun. 

Nepal. Affects open, sparsely scrubbed stony counlrj-. «-m.K-csCrt, 

land, pastures and ploughed fields. Rordirait-m 

Extralimitssl. Breeds from hr Middle ''a't 

Afghanistan west to France and MoroMO. Wtntcn 
countries, northeastern and nortlicro Afnca. 
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Anthus cempestri’j and A. go^ltwskii 



Solid line : x A, c. asnpestris (i 86 i) a A. c. kaslschadot (i 86 a) 

Broken line : 3 A. gt>dlewskii 


incRATiOK. No ringing data. Arrives in printer quarters mostly in 
September; two records in July and one on 19 June (Sambbar) arc 
exceptional. Remains till mid April (latest 14 A^y). Common on passage 
in the plains of nonhwestem India and Paldstan. There is but one record 
from the ranges to the north, GUgit 8 March, 

GEN'ERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly, in Scattered twos and threes, or loose 
flocks. Feeds on the ground; frequently jumps up a few centimetres to take 
an insect from a herb. 

FOOD. Insects (wecrils, Tarpneais indteui identified) and weed-seeds. 
VOICE and caixs. Not recorded within our limits. ExtraUmital, a 
distinctive sparrow-like tsmrjj or tsirlui usually uttered in flight 
BREEDINC. ExtraliirulaL * 

Museum Diackosu. dfrore, light or tawny brown, indminctly streaked on head 
and mantle in adult. Belowy pale buff with little or no spotting on breast in adult. 
FGnd daw short to medium, curved and moderately strong. First three primaries 
(as.) longest and subequal, the fourth slightly shorter; fifth about 10 mm shorter 
than fourth. Second, tlurd and fourth cmarginated. iVTiite pattern on second outer 
rectrix usually in the form of a long narrow streak up the shaft, only slightly wider 
at the tip; sometimes reduced to a short streak near tip. 

Young has scalloped plumage, dxstincily streaked abo\'c and on breast. 

Pltincr back and plain breast of most specimens identify this spedes. However, 
fint-winter birds and some adults which have retained some spotting on breast 
are not easily distinguishable from some A. novaeseelendias which haN*c a 
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wing formula and tan-paticrn. Best guides to idcntitication arc the relatively short 
tarsus and long wing of A. and its shorter and more curved hind claw and 

finer bDL 

Moult very variable- A spring moult of body-feathers, icrtials, median cos'crts, 
sometimes all greater and lesser co\'erts, central rectriccs or whole tail. A haphazard 
winter moult of some body-feathers, wing-coverts, innermost secondaries and central 
rectriccs. Some birds, both adult and young, arrive in winter quarters before the 
moult is completed- Postjuvcnal moult includes body-fcaihcrs, most wing-coverts 
except primary, usually tcrtials and central rectriccs. 

MEASURESIENTS 

W^ing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

88-101 18-20 25-28 61-76 mm 

9 9 82-91 17-20 24-26 59^9 mm 

Hind claw 10-13; 9 9 9-14 mm, rarely over 11 mm 

* (B. P. HaU, HWJ 

Wright 12 o' 9 (Mar.-Apr.) 17-22 (av. 19) g — SA. 2 «?(? (Sepu) 22, 25; 
299 (ScpL-Oct.) 19, 23-5 g — Paludan, Afghanataru 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible dark brown, 
lower pinkish flesb. Legs and feet yellowish flesh; claws dusky. 


1862. Siberian Tawny Pipit. Anthus cemp^rstris kaslschmkoi johinsen. 

AfOhiu campatris kasisekenkoi Johaiiscn, 1952 (1944), Jour. f. Om. 92: 147 
(Novosibirsk, West Siberia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1197 (part), VoL 3: 292 
LOCAi. KAiiES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As itl 1861, q.V. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUnos and HABITAT. WintcT Visitor in Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar. Habitat as In 1861. 

ExiralimiUil. Breeds in western Siberia. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As Ul 1861. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from nominate race (1861) in bring paler and 
smaller. 

MLASURXUEKTS 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

e'6' 

85-92 

17-18 

25-26 

55-65 mm 

99 

80-87 

16-17 

23-26 

54-61 mm 


Hind claw 8-13; 9 9 8-10 mm 

(B. P. Hall) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1861. 
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1863. Blyth's Kpit. Anthas godUwskn (Taezanowki) 

V 

C.(,ichbpi) Oirmaphiba Hodgjon, in Gray, 1844, ZooL Misc.: 83, mnnm nnJmn 

Anlhm Jtrwlntm in Gray, 1846, Cat. .Mamma. Bda. Nepal: 77. annm nuhm, 
as a synoD)^! of Afitfau rufesems Tcmminck 

yl.(itlfar) ilrioialns BIj-th, 1847, jemr. Aamt, Soc. Bengal 16: 435 (Daijeeling) 

GwydoHa (H.) Itoroffiilaa ‘ Hodgson' = Jerdon, 1863, Bds. In^ 2; 233 (name 
only) 

Agndmna Gcdtrwstii Taraanosrali, 1876, BuU. Soc, Zool. France: 158 (Aiyun 
River, south Dauria) 

Cf. Ktnncar, N. B., ia Ludlow & Kinnear, 1944, Ibis 86 : 364 
Baker, FBI No. 1 194, VoL 3: 289 

LOCAL NAMES. ChUlu (Hindi) ; ptdla puraki (Tamil) ; see also 1 859. 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 15 cin (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Not distinguishable firom A. novaaeelcnduu ( 1 857 and 
1859, qq.v.) unless in the hand, but sec Voice and Calls. Distinguished from 
A. C4impfstris by streaked breast. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION ’and HABITAT, Widespread and locally common 
winter v-isitor. Assam, Bangladesh and most of the Indian. Peninsula west to 
Fatchgarh (near Agra) and Udaipur (southeastern Rajasthan), and' south 
to Ncllorc, Ramataka (up to 750 m in the hills) and Rcrala (uncommon 
in southern India). Also Sri Lanka (Phillips, Spotia 28 : 1 88 ; JBNHS 

51 ; 937) and Andaman Islands (one record). Reported nesting in * Assam ' 
(JBNHS 10:3, 16: 72 and 17: 962, SF 1 1 : 236, FBI 3: 290 and Xidijicction 
3: 145), on high ridges between 1600 and 2000 m. Baker states that he 
‘ never found A. n. nfulux breeding on these high ridges though the bird was 
exceedingly common on the lower lulls and up to 5000 feet’ (1500 m). 
Data rcqrnre confirmation. Specimens have been obtained at Sadiya on 
5 Jime (Hume coll,), and Dgu on 20 July (Stevens). These records fall 
witlun the migration period of the species, but may be an indication of not 
too distant brcc^g grounds. In tvintcr affects do’ paddy-fields, grass and 
fallow land and edges of cultivation. On migration prefers swampy land. 

Extrcliraiel. Breeds m eastern Asia from central hloi^oUa to eastern 
Alanchuria south to Ala Shan and Ubet. Breeding range apparently 
complemcntao' to that of A. campesins. 

MIGRATION. Autumn passage recorded from August to the end of Oaober 
m southe astern Tibet, Bhutan, Sakun and Nepal (see Dicsselhorst, 1968); 
on Mt Everest up to 6600 m. Occurs in winter quarters from early September 
to 20 July in ^ upper Assam ' (Stes-ens, JBNHS 23: 267) to end of April or 
^rly May. A specimen has been collected in the Sutlej Valley' in Tunc 
(Hume coll.). 

CE.VERAL iiAarrs and food. As in 1861. Display described in M£fcct£oTi 
3:^146; \-ery’ similar in general pattern to that of Paddyfield Pipit (1859), 

yoKx and calls. Indistinguishable in voice and bcha\Tour from A. n. 

(Schafer); diffcitmt from s-oice of ,4. n. nfulus and peculiarly harsh 
(Dicss^ont). * Rte MTth a loud and discordant note; and by the note 
alone it is easy to distinguish this spedes, so utterly unlike h it to that of 
any other pipit ’ (Brooks, SF 1 : 359). 
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BREEDINC. See Baker, Ptidifcetion 3: 145 for data possibly- pertaining to 
this species. 

Museum Diagnosis. Above, iav.Tiy brown clearly streaked on head and mantle, 
Behw, pale buff, the upper breast streaked with dark brown. Hind claw of medium 
length and comparatively weak. First three primaries (as.) longcst^and subequal, 
fourth slightly shorter; fifth about 10 mm shorter than fourth; second, third and 
fourth cmarginaicd. ^Vhitc pattern on second outer rectrix a triangle, broad at the 
tip and usually about 15 mm, occasionally reduced further but always retaining a 
triangular shape rather than appearing as a streak along the shaft. 

A hap h az ar d winter moult and a partial spring moult similar to those ofRichard’s 
Pipit. . I 

Young has scalloped plumage. Spotting on breast slightly denser and darker 
than in adult but less well-defined. / 


MZASUREMENTS 

^Ymg 

d’e? 90-97 

9 9 84-93 

tfrnd claw 11-17; 9 


Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

16-18 25-28 

16-18 24-27 

11-17 mm, rarely over 14 rnm 


TaU 

62-70 mm 
59-69 mm 


(B. P. Hall, NBK) 

Weight 1 ^ (Sept.) 24-7; 4 9 9 (Sept.) 25-1-30-5; 2 9 9 imm. (Sept.) 22-7. 
24-9 g (GD). 

cototraa or sake EAttrs. Iris dark brown. Bill Besb colour, dutky on upper 
mandible and lip of lower; gape and mouth bright yellow or pinkish flesK 
and feet ydlowish. 


1864. Redthroated Pipit. Anthis ctrvinus (Pallas) 

MiUcilta ctmina Pallas, 1811, Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat 2; 511 (SBieria) 

Baker, FBI No. 1199, VoL 3: 294 

PlAte 97, &g. 6 

LOCAL NAME. LSI galA ehUht (Hindi). 

SZE. Sparrow ^ ; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

HELD characters. Above, pale brown, hea\’ily streaked with dark 
brown. A huffish superdliuin and double wHtish wing-bar. Outer rectriccs 
while. Btlnai, oxaiay buff streaked with dark hmwzi on brttast, sides of neck 
and flanks, the throat dther whitish or with some pinkish clay colour. In 
spring, males have the supercilium, throat and upper breast pinkish day 
with little or no streaking on breast. Sexes alike. 

_ A. TDSia^ in summer plumage has a more conspicuous svhitish super- 
dliui^ vinaceons buff throat, this colour extending to upper belly. A. 
tridclb, A. kdgsm and espedally A. prcltnns are confusingly similar to 
A. crmais in autumn plumage and are not distinguishahle in the field 
except maybe by their call-notes. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Very scarce passage migrant, mostly 
in Pakistan : Lom-ct Sind from 27 October to 20 No\*cmbcr and 4 March to 
4 May (fairly common — Ticchum, Ibis 1923: 10); Baroda (Gujarat) 
ISKm^mbcr (SdlimAli, JBNHS 52: 777); Gflgxt 1500 m, 21 and 22 October 
and Kiswand 20 June (Biddulph, ipedmens in Brit. Mas.); also Gilgit in 
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>882 : 270); Sutlej VaUey in June 
™ ■" Manipur in April (Hume. SF 

Fem.w’iwra^'w^ ^ r°? ”L'“ (belated migrant ?) [Rand & 

Flemmg 1957]; Maldive Islands m December and probably, earlier as an 

autumn passage ™grant (Phillips, JBNHS 60: 582). A winter visitor to the 
Andaman and N.cobar islands (Hume & Davison. Osmaston). Other 
lecor^* shodd be regarded as mislabeled (e.g. Sifcfam in July) or nus- 
Identified. Affects low grass on wet ground, and stubble fields. 

Exlrahmtal. Breeds in the tundra from northern' Scandinavia to the 
aukotski Peninsula. Winters in the northern half of Africa and in. lower 
5,“!?“’. Indochmese countries, Hainan, Borneo, Celebes, and the 
Phmppmes. » 

general habits. Usually seen in small, loose flocks on damp or marshy 
ground. Does not perch on bushes or trees. 

FOOD. Insects. 

VOICE and calls. A hoarse Ucez, a dear ptc-ez and a soft Uu (Witherbv), 
Museum Diaonosis. See Field Characters. Birds lacking rufous tinge on throat 
are easily dfatinguished from other sraall-sise pipits by dark eentrei on upper tail- 
coverts. For details of plumage sec B. P. Hall, 1961. 

MEASUREMENTS ' 


'Ving hill Tarsus Tall 

(from skull) 

d’c? 83-90 \ 14w.i5 oi oo / 49-56 mm 

9 9 79-87/ >^'8 21-27 -^47,55 ^ 

(B. P. Hall, CBT) 

Tail of one o? 65 mm (SA) 

COLOURS o? BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill homy brown, yellowish at base, darker 
at tip. Legs and feet fleshy brown; soles pale yellow. 

1865. Vinaceonsbreasted Pipit. Anthus meatus Blyth 


Anthus roseatus Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16? 437 (Nepal) 

Anthus pelopus G..R. Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Bds. Nepal; 154 (Nepal) 
[nomen nudum\ 

Baker, FBI No, 1200, Vol. 3: 295 
Plate 97, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Summer plumage. Above, grey ivith dark brown 
streaks, A distinct buff supcrcilium. Wings brown with greenish edges and 
two pale tving-bars. Tail broivn with whitish outer edges. Below, throat and 
breast a delicate pinlc or vinaccous buff with a* few faint streaks on breast. 
Rest of underparts huffish, the flanks streaked with dark brown. Sexes alike. 

Autumn plumage. Above, olive-brown instead of grey. Supcrcilium often 
tinted yellow. Below, vinaceous on throat and breast fainter, the breast 
heavily streaked. 

Immature birds lack any vinaccous colour and are indistingubhabic from 
A, fwdgsoni. 

sTATtre, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common summer (breeding) visitor 
to the Himalayas from the Safed Koh, Baltistan and Ladakh (Dcosai plain) 


/ 
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omDer-imc up to 4200 m, in iNcpai 03U0 m. Affects alnm«. m a' 
boulder-strevvn ^ssy dopes, especially about pateh« 

OB ^Rhy or sodden ground. Winters in the ftithills (up toTTK 
m dre northern par« of.Pakistan (south to Sutlcj.ludus'^co„ri„l^,%^^ 
Anthus roseatus 



(south to Siisa [Haryana], Gwalior [nonhem M.P.] and ccmral Bibar). 
Kathiawar (Bhavnagar, 21°46'N., 72®I4'E. — Dharmakumaninliji, jBXHS 
50; 175). Bengal, and the whole of Bangla()esh, Assam, Nagaland and 
Manipur. In winter largely a bird of marshes, jhccls and ricc-ficldJ. 

Extralimtal. Breeds in the mountains of western China north to Shensi 
and Kansu and cast to the Tarim Basin. Winters south to southern Chlru 
and the northern Indochinese countries. 

MIGRATION. Arrives in svintcr quarters in October, leaves in early April, 
a few being still seen in early May in the foothills. May be seen on summer 
grounds until November. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs in the breeding season, otlicruuc in 
small loose flocks; young birds start flocking in the beginning of September. 

POOD. Insects, seeds (probably from berries); grit. 

VOICE and calls. CaJI-nbtc, usually uttered when rising, a single or 
double note similar to that of A. pralensis (SchSfer), soAer and less shrill 
than that of^. spinoleita. Alarm-note near nest, a single, repeated mournful 
squeak (Whistler). Song, usually uttered during song-fl/ght, given in two 
parts, a twittering phrase while rising followed by a Jong scries of pleasant 
fading notes tsuli^tsuh'-tjuli ... as the bird descends slowly towards the 
ground on outstretched, quivering wings; more musical and more wried 
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than that of A. spinolella and reminiscent of the Woodlark’s (Desfayes); also 
said to be reminiscent of that of the Redwinged Bush l^rk. Song also 
uttered on the ground, in which case only the fint twittering part is given 
(Sch^er). Song period, beginning of May to end of July (Proud, GD). 

breeding. Season, end of May to August, sometimes September, JVmJ, a 
cup of grass lined with finer grass and some hair placed in a little depression 
apparently scraped by the bird, under a rock or a tuft of grass. Eggs, 4, 
^sometimes 3, grey or brownish buff, very densely and finely speckled with 
shades of colour ranging from sepia to chocolate-bro'vvn. Average size of 100 
eggs 22 X 15 ‘6 mm (Baker). Sometimes broixl-parasitized by cuckoos, 
e.g. Cuculus satufptus. 

Museum Diagnosis. Axillarics Icmon-ycllow. Fint four primaries (as.) longest 
and subcqual. Second, third and fourth cmarginaied, Tail-pattem slightly off-'vhilc, 
pattern on second outer rcctrlx confined to a medium or small triangle near tip. 
Complete postnuptial moult in Augusl-Scptcmbcr, A moult of body-feathers, 
tertials, innermost greater coverts and central rectrices between December and 
March. 

Young, similar to adult in autumn but browmer above and less hearily streaked 
below, with no streaking on the abdomen. Poitjuvenal moult of body-feathers, 
lesser, median and ? greater coverts. 1 

ItEASUREMENTS' 

Wing Bill Tarsus ' Tail 

. (from skull) 

oiQ. ■ 84-96 IS-J?! . 657-69 mm 

OO 79-87 15-16/ \ 52-64 mm 

(B. P. Hall. BB, Stra.) 

Weight 9 c?'9 (Mar.-Apr.) 17-20 g — SA. 13 c?(? (July-Sept.) 19-25; 6 9 9 

(Tuly-Sepi.) 19-23'g (GD, SDR). • 

COLOURS OE BARE pAms. Iris dark browu. Bill blackish. Legs and feet brownuh 

flesh. 

Anthus simius Jerdon 
Key to the Sabspedes 

A Palest and greyesL markings on breast fainter A.i. itapiiu 2« 

B Darker, markings on breast more distinct 

C Darker and more rufous than both A and B. ..... .j. ^ 

D Darkest above, underparts cinnamon rather than buff. ...... 

- 1866. Persian Rock Pipit. Anihvs simiKs .fara/itar Meinertzhagen 

riato WWar drraptar Meinerlthagen, 1920. Bull BriU Om. Q. 41 : 23 
(Rud-i-Taman. East Persia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1192, 'Vol. 3: 287 
local nasies. None recorded. ' 

SEE. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 m.). 

TEU) CHARACTEES. summer (breedmg) visitor 

(«, Kalat and presumably the central 
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Makran Range, Quetta district), N.W.F.P. to Kohat, and western Punjab 
in the Salt Range. Breeds mostly above f. 1400 m and up lo 2900 m, on 
open grassy slopes, sometimes fairly steep, with boulders, stones or shale. 


Anthus similis 



Diitribulional ranges 
1 Ara^tai (18661 Em a ;■«*«■ (1867) [23 Winter rangrrfi 

■ 3 jitoIij (1B68) ■■ 4 Iracmtorinms (1B69) 

Winters in the lower vaUejs and foothilb’, ottending to dic^Wran Cw| 
(srarce), Gujarat. Kbandesh, western Madhya Pradesh, ^ 

Haryana. In this season frequents grassy plains, open low scroll jungle, luy 
watercourses, fallow land and gia^ ^1 banks, 

ExUalimital. Extends west to the Zagros Mts of Iran. The ‘pecies 
occurs in Lebanon, southern Arabb and Mnca south of 

snoRATioN. Occurs on summer grounds from the beginning of Ap 

mid September. » . inn 

OE.NERAL HABITS, rooD and VOICX. As 10 18 ti 7 . ^mdtinally 5 - 

BREEDING. As in 1867. Clutch sire normally 3 or 4, occaiio y 

Average sire of 30 egp 23-3 X ‘fijS .„d grnrr; 

Musruu Diaonosb. Differs from jiriorn (1867) in uemg p. 
markings on throat and brtast fa'mler, less numerous and paler. 

MEAfUREMTjm 


99 


Wing 

94- 1051 

95- 101/ 


Bill 

(from skull) 
f.20 


Tail 

f 80-91 
\ 80-87 
(HIV, SA) 


rnni 


Weight 1 J (March) 31 g (Paludm). 
couiuas or nAae babss. As in 1867. 
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1867. Brown Kock Pipit. Anlhus nmz/trjVrcte' Hnsch 

AftAusjerdcni Pin5cb» 1870, Tram. 2^ooL Soc. londoQ 7 (4) : 241 
(Kotcgurfi, northwest Himalaya) 

Baler. FBI No. 1 191, VoL 3 : 286 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rcojrded. 

SEE. Bulbul ; length c. 20 cm (8 in.) . 

mU) CHARACTERS. A I^Tgc pale brown, long-tailed pipit. Above, pale 
brovm lightly streaked on head and back, A distinct buff supercilium. Wings 
and tail darker, the latter wth whitish outer edge. Below, throat whitish, 
rest ofunderparts pinkish buff with faint brown streaks on breast, sometimes 
entirely wanting. Sexes alike. 

Very dmilar to A. ampestris and A. n. ruftdus, which arc both markedly 
smaller. A. n, richmdi is distinctly streaked with dark brown abo%*c and is 
higher on the legs. A. is much darker and boldly streaked above. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoK and HABITAT. Common summer (breeding) 
vidtor and partly resident, subject to \ertical movements. The western 
Himala^’an .foothills from N.W.F.P. (Chitral) cast to Almora, breeding 
.between c. 600 and 1800 m, occasionally higher. Affects dry grassy and 
stony slopes. Winters mostly below e. 900 m, south to Gujarat and Madh>’a 
Pradesh, and cast in the tv'cstem Nepal tcrzi, Bihar, northern Bengal, 
Sikkim foothills and northwestem Bangladesh. In winter frequents grassy 
plains, sparsely scrubbed country, fallow land, wheat-fields and sand dunes, 
ctc- 

Extralimitnl. A disjunct population occurs in dry central Burma. 

MIGRATION. See 1866. Noted in winter quarters from 5 September to 
5 ApriL 

CEKERAi. HABITS. • Kccps Singly or in pairs feeding on the groimd, rising 
suddenly from near one’s feet if unnoticed- and flying to an exposed rock, 
motmd or shrub. IVhen flushed among standing crops, leaps a few metres 
up in the air and leisurely hovers in mmlcss zigzags before descending again 
into the crops a short istance away. This behaviour also frequently in- 
dulged in before sunset without provocation, and apparently just for fun. 
If followed up runs sssaftly along the ground, taking cover behind a tuft ol 
grass or a clod. Apparently docs not w-ag tail. Flight rapid, strong and 
undulating. 

FOOD. Inseas and berries, 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a soft plip . . , plip reminiscent of that of 
A. n. Hchrrdi but louder and clearer. No song as such. Only a single note 
repeated at short intervals, sometimes higher, sometimes lower in tone 
(Osmaston), usually uttered during display which is described as a curious 
mounting hosTring flight somewhat different from that of other pipits, 
there being a more frequent flapping of the wings (jerdon). 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to August. a shallow cup of coarse grass 
lined with finer grass and occasionally a small amount of hair, placed on the 
ground in the shelter of a tuft of grass, stone or small bush. Eggs, 3 or 4, 
pale grey-brown to pale green heavily marked with dark brosm or 
* grey-brovm spots and blotches. Average size of 40 eggs 22*7 X 16'6 mm 
(Baker), 
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Museum PiACSosa. First four primaries (as.) longest and fubcqual, fifth not 
more 8 TT>m shorter than the fourth and usually under 5 tnm shorter. Second 
to fifth cmarginated. Tail-pattern dusk)* white or buff; pattern on inner web of 
second outer reclrix limited to a small triangle near tip. Hind claw short, curved 
and strong. 

A complete moult about August; apparently no spring moulL Differs from de~ 
eaptss (IS^) in being darker and having more distinct spotting on breast. For dis- 
tinction from sirrulis sec 1868. 
measurements 

Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

f 80-91 mm 
23-30 1 80-88 mm 

(HW, SA) 

Iris dark bro^s-n. BUI dark brovsm. Legs and feet flesh 
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IVlng 

97-105 \ 
95-99 -/ 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 

colour. 

1 868. Rtxfotts Rock Pipit, Anlhux sxrmlis rimifij Jerdon 

Amhis riraVtr Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. liL Sd. 11: 35 Qalna, restricted by 
\ShistIer t Kinncar, 1934, JBNHS 37: 99. ride Jerdon, 1847, III. Ind. Ora., pL 45) 
AnJJaa: coekhvmae Oates, 1^0, Fauna Bril. India, Bds. 2t 305 (NUgin hills) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 190 (part), Vol. 3: 285 
Plate 97, fig. 4 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SEE. Bulbiil; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1867^ q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon resident. The Western 
Ghats in the Nilgiri hills, BUigirirangan and Bababudan hills (southw’cstcm 
Karnataka) ; also known to breed near Poona (west-central Maharashtra — 
JBNIK 37: 98-99) and possibly Jaina (Jerdon, loc. cit. supra — -undated 
but birds were displa^ung). A December record from Ahmednagar but 
subspedfic identity uncertain, specimens not in existence. Affects grassy 
hillsides svith boulder and sheet rock outcrops and stubble fields etc. from 
c. 1000 m up to the highest plateaiuc. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1867. 

BREEDING. SfOTOrt, April to August- AVjt and eggs, as in 1867. Average 
size of 10 eggs 22*8 x 17 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from jerdoni (1867) in being darker. Underparts 
darker, richer and more rufous. Markings on breast more numerous and better 
defined. Tail-paltem rufous instead of rufous-white. Edges of coverts more rufous. 
For distinction from trazanctniensts sec 1869. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

19-21 26-28 


cTcf 90-961 

9 9 89-90 / 

Hind claw 9-1 1 mm 


/ 72-79 mm 
L 70-75 mm 


(B. P. Hall,H\V) 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1869.* 
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1869. Kerala Rock Pipit. Anthus sirmlis tTovancoriensis Ripley 

Ar^hu sirmlis trerarMmerjis Biplcy, 1953, Postllla, Yale Peabody Mus-, No. 17: 2 
(Road to hfuthukuriu, Ashambu HUls, Travancorc-CJochin State) 

Baker, FBI No. 1190 (pan), Vol. 3: 285 

LOCAL NAME. Pcremrcngart (Malaj-alam). * 

SUE. Bulbul; length c. 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1867, q.v. 

STATUS, DETRiBunoN and HABITAT. Uncommon resident. Kerala and 
western Tamil Nadu from the Ashambu hills north probably to the Paini 
hills (cf- JBNHS 44: 405). Affects grass>' and stony hillsides with rockj* 
outcrops above c. 1000 m. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1867. 

BREEDING. Seoson, chiefly April and May- Xest and eggs, as in 1868. 

; Museum Diacnosb, Differs from svrdlis (1868) in being uniformly darker above 
and bdow. Underparts cinnamon rather than buff. Edgings ofouter rcctrica darker, 
tawTay olive rather than wood*brown. A larger area of dark brown on inner web of 
second outer rcctrix. 

MEASUREMENTS. As in 1868. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Itis hazcl brown. Bill: upper mandible dark homy 
brown, lower pale flesh-colour; gape yellow; mouth pinkish j'cUow. Legs and feet 
yellowish brown ; claws homy brown. 

1870, I^giri Pipit. ArJhiS rdlghsTiensis Sharpe 

Anthsts nUghhiemis Sharpe, 1885, CaL Bds. British Mus. 10: 550 
(Hills of Southern India » Nilgiri Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1189, Vot 3; 283 

Plate 97, fig. II , 

LOCAL NAME. Ptdlslica (Mala^*alam). 

SOT. Sparrow i ; length c. 17 cm (6i in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A. dark, mcdium-sizcd pipiL Above, tawny olive with 
broad dark bro%s*n streaks. A buff supercilium. Tail dark brown, outer edge 
bufHsh. Bebw, buff streaked with dark brown on breast, upper bdly and 
flanks. Sexes alike. 

The disdnrt dark streaks extending to upper belly and flanks identify 
this pipit in its rcstriacd range. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Fafrly common resident in the hills 
of Kerala and western Tamil Nadu, Breeds above c. 1500 m in the Nilgiris, 
Palnis and High Range, and at about 1000 m in the Ponmudi lulls. Affects 
open downs and hilltops co^•c^ed with short grass. ‘ Coffee land a larourite 
haunt; rarely seen outside green woodland * (Betts, JBNHS 50: 225). 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps suiglv oi in paiTS. When flushed flics ud onto 
nearest bush or tree. 

FOOD, Insects and small seeds. 

\‘orcE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDINC, Seasv’i, April to July. Xest, a cup of coarse grass and grass- 
blades lined with finer grass and fine grass stems, placed among the roots 
of short grass, cither on open hillsides or on some bank, well screened by 
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Affthiss nitgblrlemts and A. syftenus 



grass or weeds. Eggs, 2 dr 3, grcy-w’hite finely speckled with grey or grey- 
brown, sometimes with small blotches. Average size of 30 eggs 22*1 X 16*1 
mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis, First four primaries (as.) subequal, the fifth 1-2 mm 
j shorter. Second to fifth emarginaied. Rccirices rather pointed. Tail-pattern buff, 
pattern on second outer rcctrix a tapering triangle up the shaft, third outer rcctrix 
with a small triangle at tip. 

Young, like adult but dark markings on upp er parts rather more pronounced 
and extending to rump and upper tail-cosTiTs. Throat and sides of neck more 
spotted- 


Umg 

BtB 

Tarsus 

Tall 


(from skull) 



76-81 

15-171 

24-27 

r 53-86 

73-82 

14-16 J 

152-67 


MEASURESIENTS 


99 

Hind daw 9 9-13 mm 

(B. P. Hall, SA) 

cxjijOL-RS OF a.kRE FARTS. Iris brown. Bill blackish brown, paler at base of 
lower mandible. and feet pale reddish fleshy; daws darker brown. 

Anthus SFiNOLETrA (linnacus) 

Key to the Sobspee a es 

Spotting on tmderparts blacker and more distinct A. s.jctcriau 

Spotting on underparts paler brown and less distinct A. t. etvullii 
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1871. Central Asian Water Kpit. Amksu spincUUa couUlB A^douin 
AnthmCmitlb, Audouin, 1828, i„ Sarigny Doer V 

(E ° 28^ Pl. 5: 360 

Anthm ilakistc! Sdc. London: SO 

(Vangtee River, CJdnal 

Baker. FBI Nos. 1201 and 1202, Vok 3: 297. 298 
Plate 97, fig. 10 

t-OCAi. NAMES. Noncreconjed 
^r'n '5 cm (6 in.), 

and crown. ^VJ^^mj^rcUi'u^aaTdou^ wdis&ctly streaked on back 
with white outer edgiT^^tT whLh 

autumn and winter, or unstreaked and fl ? streaks on breast in 

summer. Legs blackish. Seres alike 

blic1thTTe^:ard^:?;Sdlf sS^^^ 

th^e^treaks on flanks, and has yell^.^dsh fr7Z w^' 
from Gil^t'^SZr 

Mafcran coast), and to northwestern T d" ®®l“chistan (Cihagai and the 
.o Uttar PraLh tt ^^d 

A_4.(... •_.» .. 


Anthtfs spinoletta 


9; 269-272 



m Winter range of ccuultii (.8?,) CE3 Isolated winter reeonis of 


r-n 


i Normal winter range of je/minis 


jepmrui ( 1873 ) 
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Raja^ (to Jodhpur, Mt Abu) AflVr, d 
. tnargms of jheels, Mn* canals gmund. nursht, r-, 

north^ Iran, and in central Asia from the niomunj 

Transbaikalia and northern Mongolia. Win ten ”> the Sijvi 

Md Egypt. The species breeds in the m • ^ 

Europe, on rocky coasts of the British Isles and sZd°^ 

most arrive in Nowm^’^^deiZ'^hfeX^'” ? T*^ 

OEKERAI. HAsm, Usual V (latest 21 March). 

Mir ra V,, g„„j I‘5' "“■ 

food. Insects. 

ttZZinXr^- - <i-We untnuriral in (or Ot) 

BREEDING, ExfiaJimital 

second outer rectrir usually confined to 2 Zli r - “ 

fralhen, fertiali, median Ld ZlZ,, ^ '"'"'^^^"‘’“’xfl^l'- 

MtASUREKENTS 

Wing , fiiu 

(from skull) 

d't? 88-96 \ 

e 9 83-90 / 


Tarsus , 


Tail 


16-18 


23-24 / nv-n 

\ 56.61 n*.5i 
(B. P. Hsll) 


Weight 1 <) (October) 18-7 g (RAP). 

nia“d“ri^'‘::::i::rs;ekhb. ^ 

1 872. Japanese Water Pipit Anl^ui spirMttlejepcnim 
Temminck & Schicgcl ' 

AnthurfreUmirjcpcnbm TcromiockA SeUegel, 1847, i, SieboU, Psunajm, 

• Aves, pi. 24: 59 Qapan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1203, Vol. 3; 299 
LOCAL NAMES. Noftc fccordcd. 

SEE. Sparrow ± ; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). , 
riEin CHARACTERS. As in 1871, q.v. 

/STATUS, DisTRtBimo.v and HABITAT. Uncommon winter visitor to Pali- 
^ (Nohat, Bannu, and the plains of the Indus south to Karachi), Nepal 
(Hodgson specimen in British Mus.; a record from Pokhara, western Nepal, 
on o — naming & Traylor, 1968), DarjeeUng (Brooks. 

bF 8: 485, specimen m Brit. Mus.) and Manipur (Hume, SF ]J; 238,na 
specimen extant). Habitat as in 1871. 
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^tralimhl Breeds in eastern Siberia, svinters mostly in China 
4 December, latest 4 April. ' 
catenjrL habits, voon and voice. As in 1871 

de“Xlack ™To“' a”” " '■-•"8 »•>«! 

.pane. White ^^8 0^"^^^ 
measurements 


Wing 

«?<? 86-91 \ 

9 9 79-88 J . 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 

and base of lower mandible, 
dark brown. 


Tamw Taii 

(from skulJ) 

15-17 22-25 / 

(. 55-60 mm 

r . ^ . (B. Ft Half) . 

Jru brown. BiU dark brown, ycJJow-brown at gape 
Legs and feel brown (paler than in nuleUii); daws 


' 1873. Upfand Pipit. /InMinsj/rarn, (Hodgson) ' 

H.{e!emm) sykana Hodgsdn, 1845 (Aug.), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 33 
(central region - , . Nepal) 

H.(eteme) sjfcene Hodgson in Blyth, 1845 (after August), Jour. Asia.. Soc. Bengal 
14; 556 (Nepal) * 

Ornxavrrr/raaararnauxKoda. 1954. Contrifa. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1: 21 
(Kotia, Kangra District, Punjab) 

Baker, FBI No, 1204, Vol. 3; 299 
Plate 97, fig. 22 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. \' 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length r. 17 cm (6i in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. .^6or^, Bca^ly streaked wlih pale brown and dark 
rufous brown. A whitish supcrcilium. Outer edge of tail whitish. Betew, chin 
whitish, a short, black malar streak. Rest of imderparts fulvous with dark ^ 
brown shaft-streaks. Sexes ^like. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical moi’e- 
menu. Pakistan from the Sulaiman Range north to Kobat and cast along 
the Himalayas at least to eastern Nepal (ncraing & Traylor, 1968). Breeds 
between c, 1200 and 3000 m, locally do%vn to 900 m (Kangra), optimum 
zone 1200-2400 m- Withdraws from upper levels in WTutcr (highest record 
2500 m) but docs not descend below c. 900 m (HW). A specimen from 
Etawab, U.P., mislabeled? Affects steep grassy slopes interspersed with 
bushes or broken up by rocky ground, abandoned terrace cultivation and 
open pine forest {Pinus longifolta) where there is abundant grass. 

Extralimtal. Range apparently disjunct. TTie i^>ccies occurs again in 
southern China from Yimnan and Szedman through Kwangsi, Kiangsi, 
Fukien and Chekiang (Cheng, 1958). 

CEKERAZ. HABITS. Kccps Singly OT in pairs, feeding on the ground, now 
and then standing quietly in a fairly erect position on a little eminence. 
Flicks tail quite sharply, unlike the slow wagging of other pipits (Jones). 

FOOD. Unreoird^. 

VOICE and calls. Has a * satving ’ song of two notes repeated a half- 
dozen times, the stress on the Erst syllabic: urtju^seetju . or the reverse, 
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tviih stress on second note tj-u-sre . ; . very reminiscent of the song of Farai 
mojor but slower, less brisk (MD, BBO). Long-drawi, not unpleasant but 
monotonous whistling unchee-wichee-wicktt . . . repeated in series of 3 to 15, 
curiously reminiscent of a saw being sharpened with a file (SA). Ventri- 
loquial and dihUcuIt to locate. Apparently also has another song of five 
notes quite different from the above (Fleming) and more rcnunUccnl of a 
chat or redstart than a pipit (GD). Sorig usually givxn from a boulder or 
other eminence; sometimes from a tree or during the typical pipii-Ukc song- 
flight. Song period, mid February to early September, chiefly April 
Jbly (Proud). 

, BREEDiNo. Season, April to July, AVsf, a cup of coarse grass roughly 
lined with finer grass, well concealed below a tuft of gnus or under a stone. 
Fggr, 3 to 5, very similar to those of A. jiWIm, whit© to pale grey, covered 
with numerous freckles and small blotches of grey-brown, reddish brov^n or 
purplc-browTi svith underlying grey blotches. Average size of 30 cg^s 
22*6 X 17*5 mm (Baker). Once found brood-parasitized by Cundtf/ctfwnu. 

Musztnt Diaonosis. The fine shafl-streaks on abdomen and those on brrjut 



Wing Bill 


dividing to fonn a triangle, the hea>‘y 
bill and pointed rcciricts, identify dib 
species. By wear plumage becomes 
darker above, due to loss of pale fongcSi 
underparti become dingy viKitc and 
shan-lines more conspicuous. A com* 
pletc moult apparently takes place ui 
Scptember-Octobcr. 

Young, like adult but dark bronn 
centres on upperparta round-^, broader 
and edged with pale fulvous. Underparti 
as adult but whitish wih very htde 
fulvous. 


Tarsus Tail 


df’cf 
99 

Hind claw o' 9 8-1 1 mm 


78-84 \ 
74-80/ 


(from skull) 
J6-J8 


24-25 


r 55-70 rm 
4 56-69 eu-t 


(B. P. Ilalh BB) 

COLOURS or RARE FARH, Iris dark brown. Bill: above biwny black, P*^ 
reddish homy or reddish flesh. Legs and £«t dark fiah. 
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Gcnxis Motacilla linnacus 
MotoiUla Linnaeus, 1758, S>-st. Nat,, cd. 10, 1 : 184. 

Type, by tauion^my, ‘ MolceUla * *= MotadUa clba Linnacxis 
D(ndTmar.ihis Blytb, 1844, Mm. Mag. Nat. Hist. 13: 116. 

Type, by monotyp>’, Molacilla irjica Gmelin 

Bill long and slender; edges of both mandibles smooth except for a small notch 
in the upper. Rictal bristles fairly well dc\*eloped. Tarsus in front slightly scutclbted. 

Key to the Species 

1 No i'dlow in plumage 

A Centre of forehead black . . . . ; M, maieraspiUenzis 

B Forehead white alba 

II Some >'ellow in plumage 

C Yellow reduced to a faint wash M.irAka 

D Underparts bright yellow 

1 Back black or grey i 

a Head yellow M. citreola 

b Head grey JVf. coj^a 

2 Back olive M. Jlaza 

1874, Forest Wagtail. Motccilla indica Gmelin 
Moladlla indica Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat. 1 : 962 

(India, tx Sonnerat, restricted to Malabar by Ripley, 1961, Synopsis: 574) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 183, VoL 3 : 276 
Plate 97, &g. 15 

LOCAL TtAiffis. Khanjan (Bengali — all wagtails) ; Kodikdl caldti (Tamil) ; Ui-kalla^ 
jxtta (Tclugu) ; AcifyrdUru/uWi (Malayalam); Gonarila (Sinhala). 

SEZx. Sparrow; length c. 17 cm (6| in.). 

FiELr) CHAnACTTERS. Abovej olive-brown. A pale superdlium and cyc-ring. 

4Ving5 blac^h bwvn with large yellow- 
ish spots or patches ^forming t^vo pro- 
minent bands across the coverts. Upper 
tail-coverts blackish brown. Tail dark 
brown with the outer rectrices white. 
Bebw, white W'ashcd %vith very pale yellovy. 
A blackish brown collar across lower 
throat and a second interrupted band on 
breast. Sexes alike. ‘ 

On the ground looks very' like a pipit. The double gorget on breast and 
^vhitish double wing-bands arc diagnostic. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoK and HABITAT. Mostly a winter visitor, very locally 
and capriciously distributed, Sri Lanka in forested areas of all 2 ones in 
moderate numbers; southwestern India (where locally common) from 
Mahableshwar south through Goa, western Karnataka, Kerala and western 
Tamil Nadu (cast to the hladurai district and south to the southernmost 
part of the Peninsula), from the fooihiUs to c. 2100 m; northern Bengal and 
in the Khasi and Cachar hills (mostly abo%'c c, 1000 m), Tripura, Nagaland 
and Manipur; Andaman Islands. 
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Motoc/Wo indico 



1---^^ Winter Eilij Breeding 

Passage records Stragglers 

Breeds in North Cachar (Laisvmg stream above c. 1500 m. Dctaiicd 
description of nest and eggs by Baker, J{idiJication 3: 136-8, tallies exactly 
tvith tliat of Neufeldt, 1961, JBNHS 58: 559). For possible breeding in 
Burma see JBNHS 34: 913. In China the species breeds as far south as 
southwestern Szechuan and Kw'cichow' (Cheng, 1958). 

In w'intcr affects evergreen and deciduous forest. Favourite haunts are 
well-shaded coffee and cardamom plantations, footpaths through forest and 
glades or clearings in mixed bamboo jimgle. In summer (in Assam) fre- 
quents streamsides, glades and tracks in deep evergreen forest. 

Exlralimilal. Breeds in eastern Asia from the Ussuri region south through 
Korea, Manchuria and China to Kweichow and southwestern Szechuan. 
Winters mostly in southern China, the IndochineSe countries, Sumatra, 
Ja\'a and Borneo. 

jncRATiON. Arrives in winter quarters in the third w'eek of September, 
leaves in April (latest 1 May) . Has been recorded on passage in Sikkim (both 
spring and autumn, earliest 9 September), northern Bihar (October), 
Calcutta, -Madhy'a Pradesh and Godavari valley (undated), Andhra Pradesh 
(Mananur, Farahabad, Nellorc) and eastern Tan^ Nadu (Madras, Chingle- 
put) [Sept, and Oct.], and Maharashtra (Bombay) (Feb,, Mar., Apr.; once 
Oct). Has straggled to Kutch (December-January —JBNHS 65 : 225, 
67 : 333), Simla (Kotegbar — April) and Suru Valley (August). A bird 
ringed in Kerala (c. 9®N., 76®E.) on 25.ii.1963 was recovered two months 
later, on 25 April at Tiddim in the Chin Hills of Burma (e, 23®N., 93®E.) 
— 2400 km northeast. 
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GEKCRAL HABITS. Usually mct with singly in weU-tvooded country, 
sometimes in loose pairs or small parties. Forages mostly on the ground, 
running about quietly on shady forest paths or the mulch-covered floor. 
Stops short no^v and again to s^vay its tail and hind part oF body laterally 
in a very characteristic manner. WTien disturbed flics up silently, or %vith 
the usual pirik note, into an overhanging branch where it sits wagging its tail 
sloNvly up and dowm and pivoting the hind end from side to side. Descends 
to the ground to resume foraging immediately its suspicion is allayed. Is 
much more arboreal than other w'agtails. A good deal of its food is procured 
in trees, the bird running along horizontal boughs and up and dew'll at a 
steep angle \vith astonishing celerity’. Roosts in company with other is’agtails 
in recd-beds and sugarcane fields. 

FOOD. Ants and other insects; spiders. Nestlings arc fed on spiders, 
small grasshoppers, butterflies, beetles, cicadas, snails, molluscs and worms 
(Neufeldt). 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a characteristic finch-like pink or pink-^nk 
reminiscent of the Crested Bunting. Song, a disyllabic Isi'fee repeated four 
or five times, soraeivhat like the song of the Great Tit (Neufeldt). For details 
on song sec Hoffmann, A-, 1952. * uber den Gesang der Indischen Baum- 
stclzc, Dendronanthus indicus (Gmelin)*. Bonner ^ool. Bdtr.^ 1-2, 3; 11—16. 

BREEDiKO. Season, hlay (Assam) or June (Amurland). Xest, a small, neat 
cup of soft urigs, leaves, fine grass and rootlets compactly' matted together 
wath shredded moss and cobweb, lined w'ith hair and moss-roots and draped 
outside ^s’ilh lichen matching that growing on the supporting branches, thus 
effectively effacing the structure. It is placed on a horizontal bough (or in 
a crotch) of a small tree, usually by a stream, some 2 or 3 metres above the 
ground. Eg^s, 4 (in Assam) , very* s imilar to those of the Chaffinch, grey with 
a lilac tinge, marked with a ^e^v' large purple-brown blotches and more 
numerous Secondary ones. Average slxe of 13 eggs 19*1 x 13*9 mm (above 
notes by Baker) , Building of nest by female alone, accompanied by' male. 
Incubation by female, fed by' male at nest; period 13-15 days. Care of 
young by both parents. For further details of breeding (in Amurland) see 
Neufeldt. I., 1961, JBNHS 58: 559-79. 

Nlirtuu Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Hind claw curved and almost as 
short as on the other toes. A prenuptial moult of body-feathers and central rcctriccs 
(HlV'). Postnuptial moult complete. 

stEAsuarvrrsTS 


Wing 

BIU 

Tarsus 

Tafl 


(from skull) 



79-83 

16-18 

23-24 

69-77 xam 

76-82 

16-17 

c.22 

68-71 mm 

78-86 (av. 

. 83'1) mm 




(SA, HIV, Koch) 

Weight 15 0*9 (w'intcr) 14-17 g — SA. 

COLOVW or PARTS, liis brovfn. Bill homy brown, paler at base of lower 
mandible; mouth yrilowuh pink. Legs, feet and claws homy blade. Nc s tli ng : gape 
orange-yellow; tongue yellow with a grey frin^ near base;. 


Motacilla FiAVA linnacus 

Cf.John,T->.Li: George, J. C.,l966,P*rro4:l-14and53-^rorphyfiological5tud:cir- 


Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A Head Nvhitc M. f. letacetphala 280 

B Head yellow M. f. lutea 279 

C Head olive-green with >cIIow supercilium M.f.iaitena 281 

D Head black M.f. r-jlanogriseo 280 

E Head grey 

1 Supercilium vestigial or lacking M.f.thvnbergi 276 

2 Supercilium complete 

a Ear-coverts pale grey mixed with white; a while malar streak. . 

A/. J". hema 278 

b Ear-coverts dark grey ; no malar streak M.f. jijrrr/lirrfl 277» 


1875, Greyheaded YcUow WagtaiL Motadlla Jlara thwibergi Billberg 

{Motcdlla) TTiunhcrgi Billberg, 1828, Syxiops. Faun. Scand. I (2): 50 (Lapland) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 176, Vol. 3: 2G9 


LOCAL NAiiES. Pilkjd (Hindi); Afotano pilakro {Gu^zrax.i)i CharaUalayerii'dlkiiluki 
(Malayalam) ;F/»^pi/daTn (Maldivian). 

SIZE. Sparrow, with a long tail; Icngtix c. 17 cm (6| in.). 

FiEU) CHARACTERS. Above, head, nap>e and car-covens dark sbte-grey, 
sometimes with a trace of a white supercilium. Back olive. IVings brown 
W'ith two y'ello\\'ish bars. Tail dark b^o^^’n ^^■ith ^vhile outer edge. Below, 
bright yellow from chin to under tail-coverts. Winter plumage duller, W’ith 
the grey on head mixed xsith olive. Sexes more or less alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION' and HABITAT. Widespread and common winter 
\Tsitor. Pakistan (Peshawar, Jhang distria; not reponed from Sind and 
Baluchistan) and India from the plains of the Ganges south through Kutch 
to Kanyakumari (Cape Comorin), Sri Lanka and the Maldives (sight only), 
and east through Bengal, Assam and Bangladesh; Andamans and Nicobars. 
Abundant passage migrant in the Himalayas west oF Simla and south to 
Quetta, and in northwestern India. Rare in Nepal in April and ‘early May 
(terai and Valley — Proud, 1955). Affects pastures and moist grassy ground 
especially along riversides and on jhecl margins. 

ExtralindtaL Breeds from Scandinavia to northwestern Siberia. Winters ' 
mostly in Africa south of the Sahara. 

MIGRATION. A. E. Jones’s observations at Simla suggest that the migrating 
hordes of Yellow Wagtails which arc such a feature in Punjab fly directly 
over the Iffmalayan ranges by* night (HIVJ. First migrants arrive by the end 
of August (Quetta) ; autumn passage mostly in September and October, 
springpassagcfromcndofMarch to early May (latest 13 May — N.W.F.P.). 
Arrival in Sri Lanka end of September, latest seen carK' May. 

Four birds ringed in Kerala in December and January', I952-ri, were 
^cco^'crcd 4 to 16 months later in the Kazakh and Kirghiz Republics of the 
U.S.S.R-, at map distances of between 3700 and 42(X) km north. For details 
see JBNHS 60; 461, 736; 61 ; 451, 693. 



HANDBOOK VOLUME 9: 277-280 


PIPITS and wagtails 277 

OENER/^ HAErrs, FOOD and voice. As in 1876, Among thc'atomach 
con.Wn.ts in BUiar were found catcrpUIare and small beetles, chieHy Hydro- 
philidae (Water Scavengers) ; also spiders (Mason & Lefroy, 1912) 
BREEDiNo. Extraliinital. 

Museum Dmonosb. Sec Field CaiMacien and Key to the Subspecies. 
Immature ( 6 rst-year) birds cannot be identified with absolute certainty. 

For details of plumages see Ticehurst,.1922, JBNHS 28: 1087, Distinguished from 
M. casjwa by the hind claw which is less curved and longer than hind toe. 
MEASlTREMENTS 


eft? 

9^ 


WiJig 

81-851 
7M0 / 


Bill 

(from sikidl) 
15-16 ' 


Tarsus 

/ 23-24 
122-25 


Weight 13 o’? (winter) 14-17 g — SA. 1 <f 17-3! 1 $ 
(tkmiergi? — Bangladesh) — RAP. 

COLOURS OR BARR PARTS. As in 1876. ' 


Tail 

71-77 mm 
70-71 mm 
(HW, SA) 

16-8; I 0 ? 13-6 g 


1875a, Short-tailed Greyheaded Yellow Wagtail* Motacilta fiasa 
Hartcrt 

Afataciilafsca simiUima Hartert, 1905, V 6 g. pal. Faima; 289 (Kamchatka) 
Baker, FBI No- 1 1 76a, Vol, 8 ; 660 

LOCAL NAMES. As in 1875. * 

stZE, Sparrow, with a long tail^ length c, 17 cm ( 6 |^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTEits. Spring plutoage as in Ihmber^ but while supercilium 
well marked (as in beema) and car-coverts very dark. Breast \isuaUy marked 
with blackish spots. Winter plumage not differentiable. 

STATUS, bisTRiBOnoN and habitat. Common winter ^nsrtor to Kerala 
(Sdlim AJi, JBNHS 38: 762 and Btfds of Ktrala: 400; Primrose, JBNHS 40: 
502; cf. also JBNHS 60: 411-12), Sri Lanka (Phillips, SZ 28,. part 2: 189) 
and the Andaman Islands (Vauric, 1959). Recorded on passage from 
Bharatpur, Rajasthan, between 17 March and 9 April (JBNHS 60: 413)* 
Habitat as in 1875. 

ExtraliimUil. Breeds in Kamchatka. Winten in the Indochinese countries; 
h^laya, Indonesia and Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS, fo 6 p and voicB. As in 1876. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Charactew and Key to the Subspecies. ' In- 
distinguishable in winter plumage from btma except [doubtfully] by its longer and 
itraightcr (less curved) hind claw* (H. Johansen, pers. comm.). 

measurements 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus Tail 

2 iftp 

78, 83 \ 

14, 16 

f 24 (1) 69 mm 

2 99 

78, 78 / 

\23(I) 66 , 67 mm 

(HW, Phillips) 

COLOUM OF 

BARE PARTS. 

Iris brovra. Bill homy brown, paler (yellowish) on 


commissure and at base of lower mandible; mouth .pale yellowish pink. Legs, feet 
and claws blackish brown; soles yellow. 



motacillidae 

1876. BlueWed Yellow WagtalL iUlcdlla Jkta ttms (Sjte) 

BeJjUs Syto. 1832, Proc. 7m\. Soc. Loufica: 90 (Dulhun) 

Bahcr, FBI No. 1 175, Vol 3: 267 • 

local HAME3, As in 1875. 

SIZE. Sparrow, with a long uB; length c. ) 7 cm (6 J in.). 

FIEI.D CHARA^KS Ahote, head pale bluish grey mih a nronunent whit, 
supercibum and a white malar streak. Rest of plumage as in 1875 
hexes more or less alike, but upperparts of female brown with a strong 
■ oliyc-green wash except on head. Undeiparts poW 
ycUow than m male. Winter plumage simaatbm 
duller. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Abundant and 
widespl-ead.n-intcr visitor. Pakistan from Punjab 'to 
Swd, Nepal Valley, and India from the phim of the 
Ganges south to Andhra Pradesh, Kerala (in the hillt 
up to c. 1500 m), and cast through Bangladesh and 
Assam; also Niepbar and hlaldive islands. Breeds in 
Ladakh and possibly nortlicm Kashmir betweea e 3500 

and4500m(cf. Baker, JVidi>at»on3:134;Mcincn7h3gcn, 

f&M 1927: 404). Abundant passage migrant in ihi 
svestem Himalayas, N.\V.F.?. and northern Baluchistan 
(spring). Habitat as in 1873. 

£Mra!tmitaL Breeds in the central Falacarctic from 
the Volga to Baikalia. Winters also in eastern Africa south to Kenra and 
Uganda. 

MIGRATION. Periods as in 1875. A bird ringed on 2/cbruar>' 1953 in 
Kerala was recovered on 10 May of tlic same year near Kabul, 2800 km 
north, presumably on passage. 

OENERAL HABITS. Usually seen in small loose flocks often mtennwed wih 
other subspecies; occasionally, during the migration season, in more or less 
compact aggregations of several *' ' . 

preferably on moist pastures or • ■ ' ■ 

urban areas), commonly in attendance on grazing cattle. Trips lightly or 
in short runs in and out among the animals* Icct, the birds sometimes leap- 
frogging over one another or flying ahead in their eagerness to head off die in- 
sects disturbed in the grass. Stops intermittently and wags its tail up and dosra 
in the typical manner. In some localmes, e.g. around the coastal backv.'atcrs 
in Kerala, the squclchy nc\vly-cut paddyficlds virtually ripple wih hundreds 
upon hundreds of Yellow WagtaBs (mainly tlie subspecies iema, thunher^ 
and similltma), the birds running about and feeding on the wet mud, flying 
up in loose rambling flocks now and again and re-sctiling dose to the reapers 
at work. Roosts at night along U'ith other sragtails, often in pbcnomcnal 
numbers, in reed-beds and sugarcane fields, sometimes commuting to and 
from distances up to 30 kro or more. The returning parties of birds coalesce 
to miU euTQund above the roost site at sunset like a dense swarm of bees, before 
dropping into the reeds like flurries of falling leaves. For description of one 
such typical roost sec S&llm AU, JBNHS 59*. 294-6. Flight undubting, as 


Foot, showing well 
curved hind claw, 
Xf. 1 
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characteristic of the f&tnUyf a few rapid flaps followed by a shallow dip 
with wings closed. 

TOGO. Insects. Identlfled items include flies (muscids), pentatomid bugs 
(Cydnus nigrilw), tenebrionid and elauid beetles [Mesomorpha riffigflr, Helrro- 
deres sp.) and wcc^dl 5 {Myllocervs sp.) — Mason. & I^cfrc^, 1912, 

VOICE and calls. Call-note uttered chiefly when taking off and in flight, 
a high-pitched leizziB or iveesp (or a double weesP’weesp), characteristic of the 
species. Song undescribed. 

BREEDING. Seoson, chicfly June. Nest, a cup of grass and rootlets lined 
with wool and placed among the roots of grass tussocks. Eggs, about 4, 
white more or less tinged tvith grey, densely stippled with pale grey or pale 
reddish brown. Average size of 40 eggs 19*5 X 14*8 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diaonosu. Sec Key to the Subspecies. Supercilium of male often 
includes a few yellow feathers, occasionally numerous enough to make the supercilium 
appear yellow. Distinguished from other races by pale grey head, prominent super- 
cilium, white chin and malar streak, and pale grey-and-white ear-coverts. In winter 
plumage difficult to dlsdnguish from jitniflima and tktmJfrgi but darker ear-coverts 
of latter usually suggestive. For details of plumages sec Ticehurai, JBNHS 28 : 1 087. 

Spring moult of body-feathers, lesser, meffian and some greater Mverts, central 
pair of rectriccs and some secondary remiges from January to April. A complete 
moult from July to September. 

UEASUREMENn 

Wing Bill Tarsus Taul 


o’ o' 
99 


(from skull) 
15-16' 

77-88 / ‘ * 


f 22-25 67-73 mm 

122-23 67-71 mm 

(HW, CBT> 


Wing 20 9 76-85 (av. 79-9) mm — S A. 

Weight 12 cf 9 (wnter) 14-21 (av. 17*3) g — 


SA .8 ri'd' 15-3-16-8 (av. 16-2); 


2 9 9 13-4, 14*5 g — Dementiev. 

COLOOM OF SAFE FARM. lA browo. BUI horny brown, paler at base of lower 
mandible, gape duU lemon-yellow; mouth yellowoh pmk. Legs, feet and dawa horny 
brown. 


1877. Ydlowbaeked Wagtail. Molmllajbva tula (Gmclin) 

pamt luUm Gmelid, 1774, Rehe d. Rua. 3: 101 (Astrakhan) 

Not in Baker, RBI 


tocM-SAWM. None recorded, ,ci •„ i 

and HAEtTAt. Winter visitor to India south to 
lov.xr Volga and *= 

^efly in eastern Africa from the Equator sou* to Tmnsvaal. 
miobation I>resuniablyMml875. 

OENSRAI. HAErrs. FOOD and VOICE. As m i 87b. 


BREEDING., Extralimital. 

Museum Diaonosis. See Key to ihe Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 

AVing 28 ri’d' 77-85 (av. 80-3) mm — Dementiev. 
COLOURS or BARE TARTS. As in 1876. 


1878. Turkestan Blackheaded Wagtail. Malacilh fare mehno^Sea 
(Homeyer) 

BadjUJ TTuIoAo^meu* Homeyer, 1878, Jour. f. Orn. 26; 128 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 180, Vol. 3: 272 
Plate 97. fig. 17 
LOCAL NAS/E. Pil3 mawiS (Urdu). 

SIZE. Sparrow, with a long tail; length c. 17 cm ( 6 | in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As jD 1875 but hcad black, no supercibum. 8 <»cs 
ore or less aUkc but upperparts of female brownish grey unged wth olive- 
cen, bead darker. Underpans ycBowhh whht, often wvth dark spou w 
c pectoral region. In winter plumage not dtnmguohablc from other 

CTATOsTDisTRmuTioN and HABITAT. Common winter visitor to PaVmsn 
id India from the foothills east to the western Nepal terai and Varanasi, 
Id south to Sind, Kerala Q^NHS 60; 412) and norti.em Andhra Pradesh 
BNHS 36: 909); vagrant to Sri Lanka. Passage migrant in Baluchman 
Biagai, Quelta,'^ Makran coast) and western Himalayas. Habitat as in 

Ettralimtal. Breeds in Russian Turkestan. . . ... 

MioRATiott. As in 1875. date (Kutch) 30 Aug. A bird obsetaeda 

1C as 22 June near Sukkur, Sind (JBNHS 66 : 2|). k< 

Musnsm Dtacuosis. Sss Key to the S,ibsp«.«. For detail, of p(umas» »« 
icehunt, JBNHS 28: 10B6. 

Wing Bill Tarsus JaH 

(from ikull) 

7505 lfr-18 21-24 

t?’ (CBT, SA) 

Wc’icht 19 tPO (winter) 14-17 (av. 15*7) E SA. , rtrlrrt.fr 

COLOUFS OF BAM PAEt,. Isis brown. Bill horuy 

indible: gape dull lemon-yellow; mouth yellownh piok. Legs, feel an 

ue. 

1879. Whitelieaded ydJosv W.g^ MslentlePre /ew«r/Wa 
(P^^c^'aUkt) 

Biidslrs ItvtKtphAa PratvaUki, >*• ^ ^ 

Baker, FBI No. 1178, Vol. 3: 270 

loCAL NAur. PiRyd (Hindi). lOrtrotRlin) 

St. K, . 1 ^. 

....-a, f-rown and car-coverts. 
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MOTAGILLIDAE 


STATUS, DBTRiBtmos and HABITAT. • Scarcc passagt migrant (possibly 
svintcr 'wsitor, but sec Migration below). Rcconicd mostly from Punjab 
(Pakistan) [cf. JHs 1916: 75; JB>fHS 24: 189 and 40: 561; iHr 1940: 335-7 
and 732; JBNHS 59: 963]; also observed near Delhi (JBNHS 62: 304—5). 
Winter quarters, if within our limits, unknown. Habitat as in Greyheaded 
Yellow Wagtail (1873). 

Extralimital. Breeds in northv.-estem Mongolia, perhaps northern 
Dzungaria and occasionally in the Kirghiz steppes (Vaurie). Winter 
quarters unknown. 

MIGRATION. All published records frU betss-cen 1 1 April and 10 May and 
an but one in the Rassalpindi chstrict. Birds were observed in flocks up to 
20 individuals, or singly among other subspecies, 

GENERAL. HABITS, TOO!) and VOICE. As in 1876, q.v. 

BREEDING. ExtraKmital. 

' Museum Diacnosis. \Vhole head to the nape white with a frint grey shadow 
on the ear-coverts and posterior part of the crown. 

measurements and colours or bare parts xmrecorded. 


1880. Greenheaded Yellow WagtaiL MotedUa JI{RQ tahana (Swinhoc) 

tdrcTJi Swinhoe, 1863, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 274, 334 (Formosa) 
Baker. FBI No, 1177, VoL 3: 270 
Plate 97, &g. 16 
LOCAL KAME. PiV^S (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow, with a long tail; length e. 17 cm (6| in.). 

FiELO characters, Abozif oIi\’e-grccn. A broad yellow supemTimn. 
Lores and car-coverts blackish. Below, deep yellow. Sexes more or less alike. 

status, DiSTRiBtrnoN and habitat, ^^^tcr ■vagrant. Two records: 
Howr^, Bengal; western Bhutan, 4850 m Sept. (SDR colL). 

ExtraUmtal. Breeds in southeastern Siberia and Sakhalin Islands. 
kVinters in Taiwan, southern China, the Indochinese countries, hlalaj'ria 
and Indonesia cast to Celebes (Sulawesi). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and \T)icx. As in l876. 

\ Museum Diagnosis. See Held Characters. Flanks, and often breasq washed with 
dull greenish. 

MEASUREMENTS ■* 

^Ving o'O' 78-84; 9 9 77-82. Tail 65-74 mm (Dcmen6c%*, Baker) 

Wright 1 o’ 19 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1876. 

hfoTAOLLA CTTREOLA PallaS 


Key to the Subspecies 


A Back grey 

a Darker; a black hind-coUar between j-cllow head and upper back 


M.e, dtrtola 

• b Paler; black hind-coUar usually absent M,e,xzxTet 

B Back black or mixed with black M,t. cdmala 


page 
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1881. Northern Yellowheaded WagtaiL MotedUa dtreola dtrecla Fallas 

Motsdile dtreola Pallas, 1776, Rerse Russ. Rrichs 3: 696 (Siberia) 

Bakta-. FBI No. 1181 (part), VoL 3: 273 
Plate 97, fig. 20 

LOCAL NAMES. Pt2^, P<rn-Jbs-/'ilj^ (Hindi) ; On nsrJa (Chota N^ptir) ; ToerS 
(Assam). 

SIZE. Sparrow, with a long tml; length c. 17 cm (64 in.). 

riELD CHABAcrrERS. As in 1883 but back grey instead of blads; plumage 
phases variable and confusing, and subspecific identificatioa especially in 
winter often unreliable. 

STATUS,' D B TR i B U TrON and HABITAT, Fairly common winter \Tsitor. 
Pakistan (Kohat and the Punjab foothills south through Sind, and very 
locally in Baluchistan (Hab V^ey)], and India from the Himalayan foot- 
hills including the Nepal tcrai cast through Assam and Bangladesh, south 


MotaeiUa citreoJa 



a u^erce (1882) 3 calccrata (1883) 

at least to northern Kama la kaand Point Calimere, Tamil Nadu (JBNHS 60 : 
412); sight records from Sri Lanka (ssp.? cf- Phillips, SZ 28, pan 2: 89). 
Habitat as in 1883. 

Extralimtal. Breeds in Siberia from the Pechora river cast to the 
Khatanga river and south to Transbai):alia. Winters cast through the 
Indochinese countries and southern China. 

sncRATioN. Arrives in winter quaners in September (earliest 5 Sept,), 
leaves in April and early May (latest 15 May). A passage migrant in 
northern Baluchistan and western Himala\*as. 
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GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As ID 1883. 

BREEDiNo. Extralimital. 


Museum Dxacnoss. Adult male. Back, including rump and upper tail- 
coverta gre}*. Generally a black lund-coUar separating ^-cUow head from upper back. 
For details of plumages see Ticriium, JBNHS 28: 1032-4. 

MEASUREMENn 


kVing BUI Tarsus 


(from skull) 


c5'd' 81-88\ 

9 9 BS-B4 / 

Hind claw 10-12 mxn; median 


, 15-17 23-27 

toe and riaw 20-22 mm 


TaU 

71-84 mm 
79-80 mm 


(CBT, BB, Rand 6: Fleming) 
Wright 1 o’ (Nov.) 18*2; 1 9 (Nov.) 17*9 g (BB), 

COLOURS 07 BARE PARTS. Irxs Very dark brown. BUI, legs and feet black. 


1882. Wester n Yellowheaded WagtaiL Motadlla dtreola tevrer (Buturlin) 

Badjtereitreola aercr Buturlin, 1907, Orn, Monatsb. 15: 197 
(Sura Valley, Simbirsk, southeastern Ktssia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1181 (part), VoL 3: 273 
LOCAL names. As in 1881. 

SIZE. Sparrow, with a long tail; length c, 17 cm (6J in.). 
rtELD CHARACTERS. As in 1883 but always grey-backed, rarely with 
black hind-collar (cf. 1881). Subsperies not difTcrcntiablc in the field. 

STATUS, DisnuBuriON and habitat. Winter visitor, locally common. 
Pakistan in Kohat, Bannu, Punjab and probably Sind, and India from the 
H i m alayan foothills south at least to N. Karnataka (Londa, Koelz) and 
Hyderabad (SA) and cast through Assam and Bangladesh, Habitat as in 

1883. 

ExtreUrTataU Breeds in southwestern Siberia from the Ob river to the 
Volga. 

MIGRATION. AmVes in winter quarters in September, lea^ES in hlarch— 
April (extreme dates 5 September and 17 May). Common on passage in 
northern Baluchistan (February' to early May, not observed in autumn); 
also in the western Himalayas (Kashnur, Gilgit). Two ring recoveries to 
date give an indication of the pattern of local movements within the coimtry'. 
A bird ringed in Rajasthan ^haratpur, 27’’13'N., 77“32'E.) on 4 October 
1962 on autumn passage was recaptured in Kerala (9^0'N., 76^8'E.) on 
13 January 1964. Another example (ssp.?) ringed near Calcutta (c. 22®N., 
89'’E.) on 25 May 1963 on late spring passage was recaptured in Kerala 
(same coordinates) on 29 November 1963, presumably' on return from its 
breeding grounds. 

CE-VERAL HAsm, FOOD and VOICE. .As in 1883. 

S R EE D iNo. Extralimital. 

Museum Diacnos3- SiralUr to nomlaate dtrezUs [1681] but paler. Adult males 
grey above, yellow parts paler and not, or only slightly, tinged vnih grey on fianki. 
Avenges smaller. 
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MEASUREMENTS 

WTug Bill Tarsus TaU 

(from skull) 

!^} 15-17 23-26 I®®-” 

9 9 /2-/9 J L — mm 

(H4V, NBK, Koelz) 

Wright 2 o' o' 16, 19 g (Demcntic%*). 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill homy brown, paler at base of lower 
Tnandiblc; gape dull lemon-yellow; mouth yellowish pink. Legs, feel and claws 
homy brown. 

1883. Blackbacked Yellowheaded Wagtail. Mowdlla dtreola cakarala 
Hodgson 

MotedUa {BndjUj) Cclecista Hodgson, 1836, Asiau Res. 19: 190 (Nepal) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 182, Vol. 3: 274 

LOCAL NAMES. Lrdor dahbai, Petrxhkani {Kashmir) ; Pod^kc-^U^ (iUndVii 

Pan pilldkh (Bihar mirshikars) ; On mrcAa (Chota Nagptir) ; Teed (Assam). 

SIZE, Sparrow, with a long tail; length c, 17 cm (6| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Abort, head rich lemon-y'cUovi'. Back and 
rump jet black. %Yings dark brot'm with white edgings to coverts and 
tcrtials. Tail dark brown with white outer edges. Below, rich lemon-yellow, 
sides of breast black. In winter the back is dark grey more or less mixed 
with black. 

Female \'ariable: either similar to male or with yellow of head paler; 
many individuals with dark greyish crown and mantle, yellow forehead, 
supereiKunj and car-coverts, the last more or less streaked with grey'. 

Fjrst-y'car birds of both sexes have whitish tmderparts. M^es may be 
found breeding in this plumage. 

STATUS, DisTRiBLTTON and HABITAT. Gonimon summer ( b r ee ding) visitor 
ta Pakistan, from northern Baluchistan through N.W.F.P. to Chxtral, can 
through Kashmir, Gilgit, Baltistan, Ladakh, Lahul, Spiti and southern 
Tn>ct (Mt E>‘crcst, JBNHS 32: 325} north of the matn range. Breeds mo«Iy 
berween 3000 m and 4600 m; in the Kagan Valley dow'n to 2600 m, in 
Chitral to 1800 m and in Kashmir to 1500 m. Affects sedges and grassy 
maiginr of lakes, streams, water-meadow's, bogs and irrigated ploughed 
land. 4Vinters in Pakistan (Indus plains south to Sind) and northern India 
(a few in the Nepal Valley) south to Kutch, Madhya Pradesh, Bengal and 
cast through Bangladesh and Assam. In winter firqueats marshes, squelchy 
grassy' mar^ns of tanks and jfaecls, and irrigated rice-fields, etc. 

ExtreUeoial. Breeding range extends west to eastern Iran, north on the 
Tibetan plateau to southern Tsinghai and Inner Mongolia, and cast to 
Szechuan. Winters from southern Afghanistan to Burma. 

MIGRATION. Arrives on breeding ground in April, remains until Septem- 
ber. Autumn passage in September and Oaober, in Punjab noted as early 
as the beginning of AugusL Spring passage March to early May. Extreme 
dates in winter quarters 5 September and 9 May. 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical of thc genus, but is essentially a marsh- 
inhabiting or waicr wag^. Gregarious in winter. Keeps in scattered pairs 
or parties, sometimes large flocks, usually in association with Yellow and 
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other ivagi^, seldom away from damp or marshy Erornid Oftm ^ 

’If'’*’’' anTpartW™ 

vegetaPon m search of insect food. sLedmesaprincs 
Md latmches fimtermg saJlics in pursuit of escaping midTO me 

^FnL T "?' fi’S'-I and other habits as of other wa^ 

^ FOOD. Insects and larvae; tiny molluscs. K‘aus. 

VOICE and caus. Call-note c>dz-ot. Song undcsciibed 
n^mo. W. ^y ,0 August. JVerf, a compact oip of dry grass 
^tlets ^d moss toed mth wool or hair, placed on the ground ^trS^f 
grass, at the foot ofa bush or occasionally under a stone. Eggs, norTnalIv4 
sometimes 3 or 5. gr^nish gre>. heasily sWed and spedd^ 

IfcrtT-’’; ofSO eggs (Ladakh) 20-9 X 15-1 mm. of^L, 

(Kash^) 20-1 X 14-5 mm (BBO), of 80 eggs 20-7 x 15^ (BatS^ 
Somenmes brood-parasitized by Cuculus runmu. Building of nest, incubation 
and care of young by both sexes. Incubation period undetermined. 

MtOTtm DrAGN-QSis. Distinguished from other subspecies by black bai; under- 
yeilow. Tanms longer than in the other two mees; at; lon^ 
lOK-5 *' plumages see Tieebutst. JBNHS 2^ 

Young; diere, rich brosm. SupercUium huffish surmounted by a broad nearlv 
black toe. Btha, huffish brown, whitish on vent and throat, with a black monstachia^ 
ime runnmg down each side to the spotted pectoral band. 

A spring moult of body-feathers, lerdals, median enverts, part of leaser or greater 
coverts and central reelrices in February and early March. PostnupUal moult 
complete. Adult plumage not acquired in the first spring; first-summer birds dis- 
to^hed from adults by less bright yellow, a yellowish olive-brown crown and 
darker less yellow car-coverts. , * 

measurements 



Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from skull) 


cfc? 

99 

80-88 \ 
77-81 / 

18-19 

26-28 

f 68-84 mrn 
L 66-80 mm 


(CBT, Paludan, BB) 

,= f ^ (Mat.-Apr.) 15-2) (av. IB-l) g-SA. 7 d'd' Utme-J„ly) 

15-19; 2 9 9 (June-July) 18. 23; 2 9 9 (Sept.) 15, 16 g (Paludan). I gt (Nov ) 
18-2; I 9 (Nov.) 17-9 g(BB). ' ' 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Ifis dark broivn. Bill, 1(^ and feet black. 


1884. Grey Wagtail. MolaciUa casptca caspica (Gmelm) 

Parus Ccspxais Graelin, 1774, Rcisc d, Russ, 3, pi, 20, fig. 2: 104 
(southern shore of Caspian Sea) 

Motacilla Mtlanope Pallas, 1776, Reise Russ, Rcichs 3: 696 
• (Dauria, E. Siberia) 

MolaciUa etnerea Tunstall, 1771, Om. Brit.: 2 (England) 

Baker, FBI No. 1174, VoL 3: 265 
Plate 97, fig. 19 . 

LOCAL NAMES. dohhax (Kashmir); Balkatara (Punjab); EaldijS hStimafn 

(Assam); (Tclugu); VashihdukH (Malayalam). 
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motacillidae 


X icngin r, 1 / cm (7 in.) 

mato streak. Rest of underparts bright ycUow. 

i^Ie m winter has a huffish throat, paler jelloiviih underpara (bri--.,,. 
ycUow on vent) and V on back indistinct. ^ 

a buff ttooat (motticd svith black in summer) and rnW 
underparts. Sexes indistinguishable in %rintcr. . ^ 

Disn^TOox and habitat. Common summer (breeding) >u*ror 
to the ran^ of Pakistan from northern Baluchistan to C3iJtraJ thence 
trough GU^t, Baldstan. Wakh and KasW to cen^ Ne^ W 
bera-een 2IM and 29TO m (Quetta), 1800-24<)0 m (Baled Koh),^-^ 

m“iN <5°’™ » 1200” (Kulu) and bemicn 2100and 

4300 m (Nepal). INfinters m the foothills, spancly up to c. 1500 m, in Ntpd, 


Motoc///o eoipico cospico 



Sikkim arid Bhutan to 2000 m, and south throughout the Indian Pcnimula 
and Sri Lanka, Pakistan (Gilgit, Kashmir, N.W.F.P. footliills, Indus Pb'ms 
and hlakran coast), Bangladesh, Assam, Anmachal foothills, Nagaland and 
Manipur; also the Maidive, Andaman and Nicobar islands. Common ia 
svintcr in the plains as well as at all clc\*atJons in the peninsular hllh. 
Winter population largely augmented by palacarctic migrams. In summer 
affects rapid mountain streams especially those svith rocky banks and 
boulders. In tvanter also placid rocky streams and trickles in the plains and 
foothills. Rock pooh in dry stony river beds. 
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MOTACILLIDAE 


ExlraUmital. Breeds in Tnountainous regions of the Palaearctic from 
Kamchatka, Japan, Kansu and probably Szechuan (specimens in U.S. 
Nat. Mus. collected in July) ^vcst to the British Isles and Morocco. Other 
subspecies in Atlantic islands. \Vinters in the Mediterranean region, Africa' 
south to Congo and Kenya, the Middle East, Turkestan, southern China, 
Tahvan, the Indochinese countries, Indonesia including West Irian, and 
the Philippines. ‘ 

MIGRATION. First Tvintcr visitors arrive in the Peninsula about the end of 
August (earliest 21 August, Kerala, 22 August, Berar). Departure mostly in 
April, a fe>v birds remaining until early hfay (latest and rather exceptional, 
22 May, Kerala). Passage, noted in northern Baluchistan (Ghagai) and 
throughout the Himalayas including Sikldm, Bhutan and Arunachal 
Pradesh. Several birds olKcrvcd at c. 4400 m in Charoba in August. For a 
summary of observational data on migration up to 1923, see ^Vhistlcr, H., 
JBNHS 29: 287. For records of attachment to specific tvintcr quarters and 
clockwork pxmctuality of return to the same in autumn (September) — in 
one case for at least five consecutive years after ringing — see JBNHS 47: 
160; 48: 185. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly at all seasons, someumes in separated 
pairs, but during printer numbers may gather at sunset to roost in trees, 
dense patches of tamarisk or reeds, or sugarcane fields, occasionally (rare) 
in company with other w-agtaib. A pure commtuial roost may hold up to 
40 or 50 individuals but never such large congregations as, e.g, of Yellow 
wagtaib. Is fond of running about and feeding at streamlets and trickles 
across forest paths or alongside hUi loads. The bird often keeps flying ahead 
at disturbance from an oncoming car and resettling a hundred metres 
further to be supplanted again almost immediately, and, again and again. 
At the end of its beat it veers off into the forest and circles back to the 
starting-point. Sometimes captures midges in the air by springing up from 
a rock beside a stream, turning and twisting in the pursuit svith remarkable 
agiUty and remming to the base. The long tafl is vehemently ^^^aggcd up 
and down as the bird pauses betsveen short zigzag runs or upon aUghtmg 
after a flight. Flight undulating, typical of the tonilr. ' 

Distitay In the breeding season the male constantly launches himself a 
few inettes up in the air and descends at a tangent on flutt^g smgs mme 
distance away uttering a pretty little song — a rapid cb-eh-c/a-eh-ch-fh. 

FOOD, calefly insects, including butterflies occMion:^y; tmy 

VOICE and cAiis. Call-note a sharp cb-thttp, ch-cbep uttered m flight. 
Song a thin twitter rendered as/i(i, pi-Ui, piUti (Bates & Lowthcr) ; see also 

°b™a'''L»a, end April to end July. cup of ^^d 

wre^cd with hair and wool, pUced in hanks, stone walb or among 
boulders occasionaUy in a clump of weeds, Eggy, 4 oc 5. rarely 6, wffitrsh 
^fit?J SIS wilh pale grey or pale reddish brmra st.pples, so toely 

Ld.cs-erdy f Ufa X 

H-V ^'lrooTBui!din^n«. -cubation and care of young by both 
sexes. Incubau'on period unrecorded. 


/ Mujeum Diagnosis. See Field Charseters and Ke>’ to the Species. Disiingubhcd 
• from Papa (all races) by the hind cbw which b much curved and shorter than 
hind too. 

Young. AhPt, as winter ddult but tinged brown. Rump and upper tail-co^trti 
duller. Median and greater coverts with pale tips. Btlowy dull huffy white, whithh 
on bcUy. Under Uil-covcrts pale huffy yellow. Postjuvcnal moult orbodv-fcathert, 
lesser, median and greater coverts, tertiab and central rectrices. 

A spring moult of body-feathers, median, inner greater coverts, tcrtlali and uit. 

StEASUREMZKn 

Wing Bill /Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

gg . 81-B7\ ,g .22 / 88-93 n,m 

% 78-84/ . ^BO-97 n,m 

(HW, BB. SA, Rand & Flnnine) 

Weight 34 Cf9 (Sept-Ocl.) 13-20 (av. lG-3) g — SA. 7 d’d' (M.rch-Jvnt) 
14-16; 6 9 9 (Martb-Junc) 14-16 g (Paludan). 

COUJUW or BAKE FARTS. IrU brown. Bill horn grey; mouih grejidi pint. i'P 
and feet brownish flesh. 

Motaqua ALDA Linnacus 

Cf, John.T. M. 5: George, J. G., 1966, /’fl.n 4: 1-14 and 58-61 for ph)iio!osicit 
studies. 

Key to the Suhspedts 

Par 


Back black 


m 



273 

Back grey 

tf. cculoTiJ 


No blaek ilreak Ibrough eye 



b Ear-coverts white 

. a. h«us!rtiii 

753 

ii Cliin black . . . . 




■ 1 885. Indian White Wagtail. Mmacilla alia Mta.--nnt Syles 

■ MitaiUa CdUtomifr Syia. 1832, Proe. Zool Soc. London: 91 (Dulhon) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 IGG, Voh 3 : 257 

Plate 97, fig. 14 ^ 

utmAEHAirtS. BrnrAUn, Oallc! (Kashmir); 

(Hindi); KHtrt&i (..•woman dyer', 

(Oiota Nagpur, Bengal); BSJir-Jt!, 7T/«ri (Anam); f rfi. tdJa-iG (. 

SUE, Bulbul; length f. 18 cm (7 in.). t . e;,, ..d errr N'’* 

^ ciAKA.^. An unmistakable slim black, whue and pey 
- •-'t. _ »..;t mn^tantlv wasTTcd UP and dovm- 
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PIPITS AND WAGTAILS 2B9 



Head, foot, and wing, X f, 1 


Male adult, winter. Above, forehead, round eyes and sides of head white. 
A large black patch on hind crown and nape. Back and rump ashy. Wings 
bro>vn, coverts and tertiab broadly margined with ^vhitc. Tail blackish 
brown with white outer rcctriccs. Below, white tvith a large crcscent«shapcd 
black patch on breast. Sides of breast and flanks ashy. Sexes practically 
alike. 

In spring hnd summer the chin, throat and breast are black. 

Distingubhable at all seasons from the confusingly similar personate (1886) 
by white car-coverts (v, black). 

STATUS, msTRiBunoN and habitat. Widespread and common ^vinte^ 
visitor. Pakistan in the plains and foothills (in Punjab up to c. 1000 m, in 
Baluchistan 1800 m), Nepal (up to 1500 m) and the Himalayan. foothills 
south through the Indian Peninsula to Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, rare 
in Kerala and Tamil Nadu (in the hills up to c. 1500 m), occasional in 
Sri Lanka; also Bangladesh (all parts), Assam, Nagaland (?) and Manipur. 
Affects open country in the vicinity of rivers, streams, tanks, flooded la^vns, 
maidans, paddy- and wheat-fields, compounds and suburbs. 

Kxtralimifah Breeds in western Siberia from the Ycnisey to the Ural Mts. 
The species ranges over the whole of Eurasia from the Chukchi Peninsula, 
Japan and China west to Morocco, the British Isles and Iceland, and 
winters from the southern parts of the breeding range south to the Congo, 
Kenya, Arabia, the Indochinese countries and the Philippines. 

MIGRATION. Passage observed in northern Baluchistan, N.W.F.P. and 
from Gilgit and Kashnur east to Sikkim. Autumn passage, end of September 
and October (earliest 13 Sept.); north\%'ard movements noted from the 
middle of February until the end of April (last date 5 May in Kangra). 
Waves of passage migrants observed both in autumn and spring on the 
coast of Maharashtra (Bombay). Two birds banded in Kutch (c. 22*N., 
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MEASintEMENTS < 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skulf] 

Tarsus 

Tail 

cTc? 

87-96 \ 

15-16 

(■23-25 

82-96 mm 

99 

83-92 J 

\ 20-22 

81-93 mm 



(HW, CBT, SA, BB, Rand & Fleming) 


Weight 299 (Oct., Nov.) 16-5, 20-4 g (BB). 17 ^'9 (Dcc.-Fcb.) 18-24 
(av. 20-2) g — SA 4 d'd’ (March-April) 23-27, 4 9 9 (March-April) 19-25, 
16 (Scpt-Oct.) 19-25*5 g (Paludan). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris bfowti. Bill brownish black; mouth yellow and 
greyish pink, or grc)'ish pink. Legs, feet and cla>vs brownish black, 

1 886. Masltcd Wagtail, Motacilla alba personate Gould 

Molacilla personata Gould, 1861, Bds. Asia 4, pi. 63 (Bengal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1168, Vol. 3: 259 
Plate 97, fig. 13 (left) (head) 

LOCAL KASiES. Bu^ocbin (Hunza); elsewhere as in 1885. 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1885 but ear-coverts and sides of neck black; 
no interruption between black of throat and black of nape, ^Vhue on head 
limited to forehead, a small area around the eye and a short supcrdlium. 
White on w-ing more extensive. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common summer (breeding) 
visitor and partial migrant in norihem Baluchistan, N.W.F.P. (Kurram and 
Kagan \*aUc>'s, Chitral), Hunza, Gilgit, Baltistan and sporadically eastwards 
in Ladakh (Shushal — Osmaston, Ibis 1 925 : 700) , Kashmir (Liddar Valley, 
JBNHS 19: 992), Kulu (perhaps exceptional at low altitude, cf. Whistler, 
JBNHS 22: 282 and 31: 473). Recorded at Manangbhot, central Nepal in 
July at c. 3500 m (Lo\\*ndes, JBNHS 53: 35). Hybridizes or intergradcs with 
alboides in Nuristan (Paludan), Hunza, Gilgit, Astor, Sind Valley and Pir 
Panjal. Breeds from c. 800 m upwards in the Kurram Valley, bet^veen 900 
and 2700 m in the Kagan Valley, 1500-^3600 m in Chitral, at c. 2700 m in 
the Xaddar Valley, 4300 m in Ladakh, and 1350 m in- Kulu, In summer 
affects strcamsidcs in open counir)-. \Viniers in most parts of Pakistan, India 
and Bangladesh (everywhere less common than dukhunensis, scarce in 
extreme south), in the footliills up to c. 1500 m (Nepal and western 
Himalayas). In winter frequents plougliland, watercourses, lawTis, etc, 

Extralimtal, Breeds also in Afghanistan and Turkestan: 

MIGRATION. Much as in 1885. First autumn migrants arrive in the foot- 
hills at the end of August. On passage noted as high as 5500 m. 

CESERAL'HABrn, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1885. 

BREEDING. As m 1887. Breeding side by side with M, maderaspaterjis 
described, IVhisllcr, JBNHS 29:282. Average size of 45 eggs 20 • 1 x 1 5 -2 mm 
(Baker). 

Mosel'M DiACsems, Grey hack in conjunction with black car-cmxrts and sides 
of neck connecting black of nape to that of throat easily identify this subspedes in 
fo mt ner plumage. In winter similar to clhciies but mantle paler. 

Young like that of d-jXhcxr’jis but cheeks and car-coverts dark grey; not dis- 
tinguishable from yoxmg istelisides. 
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69°E.) on 16 and 17 March 1961 were recovered in the U.S.S.R., one at 
lUrov (c. 58®N„ 49®E.) in Junc/July 1961, the other near Volgagrad 
(c. 49®N., 49'’E.) on 1 1 .vii.1961, at distances of c. 4200 and 3600 km north- 
west.^ 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly, in pairs or in small loose flocks. Large 
numbers gather in the evenings to roost in recd-beds, sugarcane, tamarisks 
or leafy trees. Feeds almost exclusively on the ground, ^s•alking or running 
with quick mincing steps, darting here and there for tiny insects, often 
fluttering into the air for flying prey. May often be seen perching on roof- 
tops, and is commonly' active on urban playing fields regardless of cricket 
and other games in progress. Tail vigorously wagged up and do^vn when 
alighting and between short pauses when feeding. Flight very undulating, 
as of the family.' Much competition for feeding territory noticeable at 
migration stop-overs and on first arrival in autumn. Two rivals, some 30 cm 
apart, will run parallel to one another for a metre or so, both in the same 
direction or passing one another in opposite directions, turning about at 
the end an'd repeating the tactic. From time to time one will spring up 
vertically, obviously with intention to attack. Its adversary will leap up in 
the same way as if to ward off the attack. Now and again one of the co'm- 
batants srill move asvay from the invisible barrier as if tired of the game, 
but will presently change its mind and return to the sparring. This patrolling 
may be continued for many nunutes at a time, seldom svith any actual 
clinch, and the whole manoeuvre may be renewed periodically. 

FOOD. Chiefly insects. Specifically identified among stomach contents 
are ants, Phidole malinsi, Camponotus compressus (Formicidae) ; Rhyssemxts 
^ermonw (Aphodiinac); %vatcr scavengers; Hydrophilus sp. (Hydrophilidac); 
beetles, Scleron orientate (Coleoptcra), bugs, Chiysocoris alba (Pentatomidac) ; 
small molluscs {Hjdrobia sp.); and oat grains (Mason &; Lefroy, 1912); also 
a variety of other insects and larvae — bibionid flies, small caterpillars, 
weevils and other small beetles including Carabidae. 

VOICE and calls. Ordinary call-note a sharp chi-cheep usually uttered in 
flight. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinguished from personaia (1886) by while car-coverts 
in all plumages; for other subspecies see Key. 

Prenuptial moult from January to March, involving body-feathers, tertials, 
lesser, median and all except two or three greater coverts, and central rcctriccs. 

Young. Uppcrparis and lesser ^coverts grey tinged with brossm, rump darker 
slate, upper tall-covcrts blackish. Broad supercUium, cheeks and car-coverts dull 
while. Median coverts tipped with whitish, greater coverts brown with whitish outer 
edges and tips. Postjuvenal moult of body, lesser, median and inner half of greater 
coverts. 

First-winter male like adult but crown more or less mixed with grey. White of 
forehead not so pure or so extensive. Ear-coverts often tipped with grey. First-winter 
• female like male but no black in crown. Forehead white sullied with grey to almost 
no white at all. 

* These probably belonged to nominate alha, hitherto considered exlralimitsl, being 
so far wesUvard of the known range of dukhurunsis (see above). In immature and winter 
plumages, as mostly seen in India, the two subspecies cannot be separated. 
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Mot<JCi7/o clbo 



I bc)’ond broken line, breeding and partial migrant 
a within broken line, breeding and partial migrant 


MEASUREMENTS 



Wing 

Bill 

Tail 



(from skull) 


o’ o’ 

90-98 

16-18 

93-102 mm 

9 9 

87-95 

16-17 

84-100 mm 


(Paludan, CBT) 

Weight 15 cJ'd' (March-July) 21-29; 14 9 9 (March-July) 22-28 g (Paludan). 

COLOLTtS OF DARE PARTS. As in J885. 

1887, Hodgson’s Pied WagtaiL Motacilla alba alboides Hodgson 

{Afotceillc) d/iorjifx Hodgson, 1836, Asiat, Res. 19: 191 (Nepal) 

MotaeUla alba elbula Koelz, 1954, Contrib. InsL Regional Exploration, No. 1: 20 
(Bara Pant, Khasia Hills) 

Baker. FBI No. 1171, Vol. 3: 262 

LOCAL NAMES. TcngzhenJUu (Lepcha); elsewhere as in 1885. 

SIZE, Bulbul; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD aiARACTERS. As in 1886 but back and rump black (c. grey). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common summer (breeding) Nositor, 
vertical and short-range migrant. Breeds from Gilgit (rare) and eastwards 
commonly in Baltistan, 2500 ro, Ladakh from ihcrlowcst levels up to 4500 m, 
Kashmir above c. 1500 m, Lahul and Spiti 3900 m, Sutlej Vallc>* 2500-2800 , 
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m (\Vaitc, JBP^HS 45: 539), Garhu'al 3600 m (Lavtumar, ibid. 53: 326), 
Kumaon (Walton, JASB 1900: 163), central Nepal 3600 m (Lowndes, 
JBNHS 53: 35), eastern Nepal, apparently onlj'In the alpine zone, 4000- 
4500 m (Bis^v-as, ibid. 58: 449; Diessclhont, 1968), Mt Everest region 3600- 
4200 m (/Hr 1922 : 516), SlkHm and Chuinbi Valley (rom c. 2700 m up to 
nearly 5000 m (Kingston, JBNHS 32: 325; Salim Ali, Birds of Sikkim: 307), 
Bhutan 2400-3000 m (Ludlow, Ibis 1937: 516), Arunachal Pradesh and 
southeastern Tibet (ibitL 1944: 362). Affects river beds, rocky streams and 
wet fields. ^Vlnlcn mostly below c. 1500m (afewindmduals up toe. 2700m), 
in the eastern pans extending to the plains of northern Bihar, northern 
Bengal, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur and Bangladesh (all parts — ^ Rashid). 

ExtraliTrntcl. Breeds in adjacent parts of southern Tibet (northern limits 
unkno^N-n), Szechuan and Yunnan south to northern Vietnam. 'Winters 
south to Tcnasscrim, Thailand and Cambodia. 

GENERAL HABITS, TOOD and VOICE. As in 1885. 

DispU^. * The male shuffles round the hen \vith the tail and 
nearest the latter spread out and sloped do\\wv*ards * (HW). 

BRXEDiNc. Season^ May to early August. AVr/, a cup of dry grass, roots 
and leaves fined hair, wool or feathers, plac^ under a boulder, among 
roots of bushes or in heaps of flotsam on river islands or banks, occasionally 
in holes in walls or under the eaves of houses. jE^ggr,'4 to 6, white tinged with 
grey marked %rith numerous brou*nish grey specks. Average size of 80 eggs 
21*3 X 15*5 mm (Baker), of 10 eggs 21*9 x 15*6 mra (BBO), Building of 
nest, incubation and care of young by both sexes. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Kc^’ to the Subspedcs. Differs from ptnenata in having 
the back and rump black. Female similar to male but black of back more or less 
mixed with grc>’. Postnuptial moult complete m August and September. Other 
moults as in 1885. 

First-winter male. Upperparts and lesser co%*erts sooty black edged or mixed 
with grc}*; often shows more white on throat than adult. Tint-winter female like 
male but upperparts and lesser coverts dark ashy grej*, some^vhat darker on crown. 

Young not distinguishable from that of ptrjonaUi. From dukhtaisrjis distinguishable 
by more white in wing-coverts, darker ear-coverts, chin and throat sullied with 
dusky brown. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^V'ing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 


ere? 99-1051 

9 9 87-93 / 


18-19 


23-25 


('87-97 mra 
\ 84-94 mm 
(HW, BB) 


\Veight 15 cf c? (Aug.-Nov.) 22-26*1; 10 9 9 (Aug.-Nov.) 20*1-23*7 g (GD). 
coLOints OF BARE RARTs. Iris dark brown. Bill black; mouth blackish in male, 
fleshy or blackish livid in female. Legs and feel black (WV). 


1888. Whitefaced Pied WagtaiL Motacilla alba Isusopsis Gould 
Moiacilla Intcopsis Gould, 1838 (1837), Proc. Zool Soc. London: 78 (India) 
Baker, FBI No. 1173, Vol. 3: 264 


LOCAL NAMES. DkoMfl (Hindi); /fW/T/arta, G«fflfAfinfAir(ChotaNagpur);BJlimJ/i, 
Tiposi (Assam); Tang^mjitu (Lepcha). 
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SIZE. Bulbul; length e. 18 cm (7 in.). 

TTELD CHARACTERS. As in dhcidss (1887) black back but car-coverts and 
sides of neck white. Distinguishable Irom personate (1886) by black back 
(r. gray), tvhite sides of neck and white upper throat; dakhmtrjis has a grt)* 
back and black chin and throat. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common s^intcr visitor. Assam, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Bangladesh and Bengal west through Bihar to eastern 
Uttar Pradesh and central Nepal (possibly Simla, cf. Bcavan, Ibis 1868; 73 
as * luzeniensis *); in the tcrai, duars and foothills up to e. 1500 m, in the hflh 
south of the Bralimaputra up to c. 1000 m. Also Andaman Islands. Affects 
dr>* river-beds, streams, ponds, roads and cultivation. 

ExlralimitaV Breeds in western and northern China, Korea and Amur- 
land. Winters in southern China and Indochinese countries. 

MtcRATioN. Occurs in winter quarters chiefly from mid September to the 
beginning of April. Common on passage at liigh altitudes In southern Tibet 
and eastern Himala>-as from the im'ddJc ofAugust to the middle of September 
(Ludlow, Diesselhorst) ; on Mt Everest up to 5300 m. 

GENERAL H.VBTTS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1885. 

BREEDLNO. Extralimital. 

Museusj Diacnosu. See Field Characters. Female as male but upperparts dirk 
slat}* usually mixed with some black (sometimes without any black or nearly u 
black as male). 

First-winter male. Crown usually black, sometimes mLxed with dark grc}'. 
Mantle and lesser coverts dark slate-grey, mixed or not with black to sooty black, 
fringed with dark grey. Flight-fcaihcrs and priin3r}’-covcrt3 browner than in adult, 
greater coverts browner and only narrowly edged with white (retained from }-oung). 

First-winter female. Above brownish slatc*grcy. Crown like back or darker. 
Forehead less pure white than m adult or fint-wintcr male. 

Young as dukhtr-ensls but rump blackish with narrow brown fringes. Median 
coverts while, grey at base and dark along shafts, 

plumages ver}* variable. Those that resemble the grey-backed forms may be 
dutinguished by the farowiicr tinge of upperparts, darker rump and lesser co\'erts 
and large amount of while in median and greater cosrrts (HW). 

MEAStntEMENTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

87-96 'I r85-93 mm 

9 9 8S-9I/ ® IB2-92 mm 

(HW, BB) 

W'clght 5 d’d' (ScpL-OcL) 20-2-27 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1887. 


1889. StreaJteyed Pied Wagtail. Motacilla alba ocutens SVrinhoc 

MolcAUa ooilaris Swanhoc, 1860, Ibis: 55 (Amoy, China) 

Baker, FBI No. 1170, Vol 3: 261 
LOCAL NAMES. As in 1888. 

SIZE. Bulbul; length e. 18 cm (7 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As in Indian White Wagtail (1805)-, i.e. grey back 
and white sides of head, but easily distinguished from it by black streak 
through eye. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon winter visitor to Assam, 
Nagabnd, Alanipur, Bangladesh and west to central Nepal (rare). Habitat 
as in 1808. \ 

Extralimital. Breeds in Siberia from the Ycniscy to Chudcclii Peninsula. 
kVinters in southeastern Asia. 

sucRATioN. Noted as common on passage in the Nepal Valley in hlarch- 
April and October. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As Ul 1885. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Museum Dwckosis. Dark c}'e-sirc3k, present in all plumages, identifies this 
subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tail 

(from skull) 

O'O' 92-101 1 /93-99 mra 

9 9 88-94/ * *** 186-95 mm 

(HW) 

colours of bare parts. Asia 1885. 


1890, Swinhoc’s Pied Wagtail. Motacilla alba bcdcalerjis Swinhoc 

Motscilla bcicolmsis Swinhoc, 1871, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 363 
(Eastern Asia *= Lake Baikal) 

Baker, FBI No, 1 169, \'ol. 3: 260 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 
size. Bulbul; length e. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTFJts. ^\s m Indian Wliitc kVagtail (1885), i.e. grey back 
and white sides of head, but dun and upper throat white at all seasons. 
Net distinguishable in winter. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. . Uncommon winter vhitor. ‘Assam’ 
(Ikiker), Bangladesh (all p.vns f.de Rashid), Madhupur (Bihar), Sikkim, 
Bengal duars (Roonwal, Etc. Indian S!us. 41: 298), Nepal (Proud, JBNHS 
53 : 67) and probably farther west in the plains of northern India. According 
to Rooniral (loc.'di.) * in the Indian Museum there arc a number of well- 
preserv'ed skins of taicclnsis (> p-ersonata) from as far west as Kashgar, 
Gilgit and Ladaklt, and also from Simla and Sikkim *. Cf. also extralimital 
winter range and migration. Habitat .*vs in 1888. 

Extralirrdls!. Breeds in Mongolia and Transbaikalia. Winicn in the 
Indochinese countries, southern China and in Afghanistan and southeastern 

Iran. ^ ^ . M rt 

MicRATios. Recorded on passage m Nepal both in NIarch-Apnl (latest 
30 April) and in September (Proud, Biswas, Polunin. Diesselhorst), and 
presumably throughout the Hlmalaj-as (cf, Rooawal. above). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and voicx. As in 1885. 

BREEDINC. Exiralimiial. 


Museum Dwdnoso. See Field Characters. ASTiite in w|ng*covcrts more extensive 
than in didJiunnstj, about as in perjonale. In winter plumage doubifully diflcfentiablc 
from dukhwvrtsh; larger size and larger amount of s\hiJc in wing, especially median 
cowls, may be helpful characters. 

MEA5URt>IL.NTS 

■\\*ing Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from skull) 

93-100 \ 


9 9 86-94 / 


16-18 


e. 24 


(HW 


/ 88-98 mm 
\ 88-94 mm 
Roonwal) 


Weight 2 9 9 (Sept.) 22*8, 23*5 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1885. 

1891. Large Pied Wagtail. Motacilla rnaderaspalensis Gmclln 

{Metaeilld) jr.aieraspattrjis Gmclin, 1789, Sjst. Nat. 1; 961 
(India e= Madras ride Whistler & Kinnear, 1933, JBNHS 36; 812) 

Moteeilta nadneupaUnsis kengree Koelr, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52 ; 75 
(Badhwar, Kangra District, Punjab) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 172, Vol, 3: ,263 
Plate 97, fig. 18 

LOCAL NAMES. ^tcnulS, Bhuin ndmStd, Khinjdn (Hindi): liCvhengSt, Hals toui 
. (Chola Nagpur); BcIinlhU Tipochi (Assam, all wagtails); Misfigrangehai (Manipur, 
all wagtails; regarded as an incarnation of Durga); Saida sartls’g.ya (Telugu); 
Vennethi lurCei, Edellhukurun (Tamil); VcIuiunMipdtii (Malayalam). 

SIZE, Bulbul; length c. 21 cm {8| in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A large black-and-whhc wagtail. Above, black svith 
a conspicuous tvhitc supcrcilium from 
lores to nape, a large white band on sring 
and wliitc outer rcctriccs. Below, throat 
and * breast bUck, rest of underparis 
white, ashy on fi.inks. Sexes alike but 
female sometimes duller and browner. 
Summer and winter plumages alike. 
Colour-pattern vcr>' similar to Magp.-r- 
Robin, but prominent wljhc supcrcihum 
diagnostic. 

Tlic bbck-backcd races of M. clba Iiavc a less extensive white patch on 
wing and an entirely white forehead; in madrraspaiensis the black of crown 
projects in a point over forehead 10 ba»c of bill, ^ 

STATUS, DisTRiBLTJON and HABITAT. Common resident. Tlie entuc Indian 
Peninsula from the Himala)*an foothills (Kohat, Salt Range and 1 
Sikkim and Bengal duars) south through Kutch to Kanyakumari, 

Bengal and adjoining parts of Bangladesh. One old rer<Trd (presuma ' > 

before 1870) from Sri L.mka (Whistler, 19U). In the Himaltsan 

up to f, 900 m (Sikkim) and locally 1500 m (Garhwal. Kulu) or DC > ns 

.. . • I- . — ... 



X f. I 


, pooh 
paddies and lassms. 
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CEKERAL KAsm. Usually in pairs svfuch hold together throughout the 
^Tar. In vdntcr may gather in flocks to rocKt in tamarisks or reeds in 
company >s*ith other \v*agtails and svs*aIIow. Feeds along the water’s edge 
in t^pi raT v.-agiail manner, wgorously vi-agging its tail up and down during 
short stops. Often perches on roof-tops. 

Displc^. As observed SA: The male ofa pair flics do^vm to ground on 
hostring wings, singing lustily, his plumage fitified out flaunting the con- 
trasting colours. Lands in front of female, raises open both s%*ings \*erticaUy 
ba^ to back \%*ith only the tips quivering and breast-feathers fully puffed. 
Approaches female thus, with stiff mindng steps. She responds by a slight 
crouch and opening out of %N'ings at the armpits, shK*ering them as in 
food-begging. Copulation ensues. Male wlh upraised wings continues to 
sing during the act and for several seconds after coming off female’s back. 
Wings now loss crcd, but body-feathers still loosely fluffed. fBirds disturbed 
b>' passer-by.) 

A probable sequence of the above described by another obscr\*cr (Kirk- 
patrick, JBKHS 52 : 602) . After copuladon on a flat roof-top [Nsith the same 
preliminaries as alwc] the male mo\*cs a%%'ay a fetv centimetres and suddenly 
springs uptvard in the air for a metre or so with a single rapid w^ng-beat. He 
slowly sinks back to the roof Hkc a puff-ball on stiffly outspread wings, ninyj 
and beUy feathers fluffed .out, tml slightly spread and throt>’n w'cU o\'cr back, 
legs dangling stiffly belo'v, and the bird singing loudly all the time. As soon 
as he touches down he sidles up with a stiff mincing gait to the responsive 
female and copulation is repeated. 

FOOD. Stomachs examined contained small beetles (Tridactylinae and 
others), locusts, dragonflies, snails and small seeds. To capture Tridactylinae 
beetles in sani the birds often work in pairs and s)*stematically search the 
sand. 'When the insect is spotted there is a s^vift n^, and a ict of sand is 
shot into the as the prey is seized (Kingston). 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a loud chiz^^t chiefly uttered in flight. 
Song, a clear high-pitched jumble of loud pleasant whistling notes some- 
what rwniiusccnl of hlagpie-Robia’s; sometimes also given by both sexes 
as a demonstration of anger or alarm on an intruder’s approach to the nest. 
Song period in Nepal January* to October, chiefly April to July (Proud). 

BRCEoixc. Season^ in the north March to hlay or Jiinc, rarely till 
September or Oaober. In the south the season begins as soon as the ris'ers 
drop to dr>’-scason lcs*cl about the end of December and continues untii the 
bre^ of the rmns in June (Betts). Akrf, a rough collection of roots, coarse 
grass, scabs of dry algae and miscellaneous rubbish, in the centre of which 
is a neat cup lined with hair, ss*ool, etc. Almost in\’ariably placed in the 
riemity of water, under bridges, in holes in ssalls or buildings, in hollows of 
stranded tree-trunks or among the roots of grass tufts growing out of rock 
o\-crhangmg streams; firquendy in close proximity to nest of ^Vi^ctailcd 
Swallow. A pair has been known to occupy a disused dipper’s nest; another 
to place nest in a river ferry-boat in constant use. normally 4, some- 
times 3, rarely 5, greyish white with browm specks all over, denser round 
the large end, darker and bro^vner than those of M. alba. Average size of 
100cggs'2l*9 X 16*2 mm (Baker). Building of nest and care of ^Tning by 
both sexes. Incubation period undeiermined. 
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Ludlow, Frank (1951) ; ‘ The birds of Kongbo tmd Pome, south-esst Tibet ’. Tkt 
/iir (4): 547-78. 

bUrien, D. (1951): "Notes on lie bird hsrdlY Prtmellidse in southern Eurasin'. 
dear. .Wso. .Vent., No. 1482: 1-28. 
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Mcseuv Diacnoss, See Field Charadera. Unlike Af. elhs^ summer and winter 
plumages are alike. First-winter male and female alike, duller (browner) than 
adults. A complete moult about September; no spring motJt. Female may have the 
upperparts dark sooty grej* (cf. WTiistlcr, JBNHS 38: 759). 

VEASCStEMEXrs 

s 'Ving Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

o’d’ 91-103 (107) 19-20 27-28 93-107 mm 

9 9 88-103 18-20 26-28 90-103 mm 

(H\V, BB, S.A, Kodz) 

Weight 2 d^d' 30, 30; I 9 26; 1 o? 36 g (GD, BB, Rooawal). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS- Irts dark brown. Bdl black; mouth slaty black. Legs 
and feet blackish. In nestling gape pale jellovr, mouth orange. 
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Ordct Passeriformes (cont.) 

Family Dicaeidae: Flowcrpcckcrs 

For description see Van TyTJe,J. & Berger, A. J., 1959: 540; Salomonsen, Finn. 
. 1964, article * Flowcrpcckcr ' in Thomson, A. L. fed.), /i AVtc of Birds, 

London and Nov York. 


Genus Dicaeum Gu^dcr 

Dictutm Cuvier, 1817, Rcgne Anim. I: 410. T>-pc, by subsequent designation, 
Orthia nythronotos * Vicillot *, 1802, Ois. dor. 2, pL 35; 70 Cerlhia t^ihroKOtos 
Latham ex Sonn. Dicceum erurnlatum eiylhrenotos (Latham), (Gray, G R 1840 
List Gen. Bds.; 13) 

Pasf^ghssa ' Hodgson ’ = Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 1009. T>-pc, 
by monot)py, P, melcmoz^iha Bljth 

Piprisoma Blv'th, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 394. T>-pc, by tiionot>'py,- 
Frinplla agiUs TickeU 

Acm(moT}^7uhis Oates, 1890, Fauna Brit. Ind., Bds. 2: 381. T>-pe, by 
Pricmochilus ciMens Sclater 

Cr. Mayr, E, & Amadon, D., 1947, Amer. Mus. J\osiu, No, 1360: 16-29. 

BHI short, triangular, edges finely serrated; nostrils exposed but partly covered 
by a membrane. Rictal bristles short. Wing wth nine primaries. 



V Key to the Species 

I Tail with white spots or terminal band 
A White on all rcclrices forming narrow terminal band; plumage 


olive-grc>' D. agiU ^ 9 

B No white on central rectiiees; abdomen yellow 

1 AVTiite spots on inner webs only D.Tnelanoxcnlhum ^ 9 

2 UTiu'te spots on both webs at tip ' 

a Upperparts olive D. tincens 9 

b Upperparts slaty blue D. rtneens ^ 

II No white in tail 
C Plumage with some crimson colour 

3 Crimson on breast D. tgnipeclus cf 

4 Crimson on back 

c Crimson from crown to rump D. eruenUitum o* 

d Crimson on rump only D. cruerjiatum 9 
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FLOWERPEGKERS 3 

south. Iti the western Himala)*an foothills breeds up to c. 1500 m, in Dar- 
jeeling district and Nepal to c. 2100 rn; in Garhwal observed at 3000 m in 
June in clumps of rhododendron, hfay be seen at these higher elevations 
till Oetdber, Nsdlhdrawing in \s’intcr to the foothills bclotv c, 800 m. Affects 


Dicaeum ogHe 



DistribulJonal ranges 


I egih (i%r}. F'^ 2 zejitmense [1893), 3 cxiralimita! subspcdcs. 

large flowering or fruiting trees and shrubs (especially those infested with 
the plant parasites Lorantkus and ILrrum) in a variety of biotopes — dry to 
inoist-dedduous orscmi-^’crgreen ibrest and cultivatt^ country — ordiards, 
\illagc groves and suburban gardens. ‘ 

ExUatimital. Northern Burma, Tlic species ranges east through the 
Indochinese countries, Mala>'sia, Lesser Sunda and Philippine islands. 

OE.VERAE HABITS. Kctps Singly Or in pairs, hopping restlessly about the 
foliage, carefully searcliing the end twdgs or petioles and underside of the 
leaves, or fl^ang from one plant parasite clump to another w’ilhin its ac- 
customed b^l. Has a characteristic habit of nWtehing the stumpy square 
tail from side to side. 

FOOD. Chiefly figs of peepul {Ficus religiosa), ban>*an (F. bmgaUnsis), 
{F,,gloTncTaUi)t and berries of Bridelia, llscirn and Lor/n!hsis 

but somewhat less closely dependent upon tlic last ilmn other flowcrpcckcrs, 
e-g. 1899. Instead of swallowing Uranthus berries entire, like D. eiythru- 
rhrr^hos, it usually rcs-oK-cs them in the finch-Iikc bill to strip them of the 
c^blc epicarp and wipes off the viscous seeds on to the perch or adjoining 
brandies. Tluis it helps to spread the parasite over the same host-tree rather 
ihkn disseminate it farther -afield. Also fond of die nectar of Benbax, 
Fnibrinc, and other blossoms, and the juic>- flesh of mhowa (Afadh'sea 
indue) fjoners. Spiders arc also uken, and presumably \-arious imccM. 


DICAEIDAE 


D No crimson in plumage 

5 Underparu striped A rtyjmjn.-, o - 9 

6 Underparis not striped 

c Abdomen yellow or orange 

i Upperparts slaty blue, back and rump orange-red........ 

•*'**. tdgcncstigrre o' 

ii Upperparts olivc-grc>'; orange or >elIow rtsiricied to rump 

B. triscncstigTns P 

f Abdomen buff ✓ 

iii Upperparts dark olive-green; bill black £>. igrJ/eci’js 9 

iv Upperparts bro^N-nish or greyish tinged with oH\-c 

o' Bill pale coloured; no supercilium. .D. erjihrorhj^tftos o' 9 
o* Bill dark coloured; a whitish supercilium. .D. fc«rc/c-r o' 9 


5 


Q 

$ 


17 


10 

12 


DiCAEUJt AGILE (TickcH) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Upperparts brownish olive, underparts grepsh white 

1 Paler, rump yellower D. a. agile 2 

2 Darker, rump greener D. a. cejlenense 4 


1892, 1894, In d i an Thsdibillcd Flowerpedkcr. Dicanim agiJe agile 
(Tickcll). 

FringUta Agilis Tickcll, 1833, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 2: 578 
(Borabhtim and Dholfahtim) 

Piprisoma agile setaraiior Koeir, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washingion 52: 77 
(Londa, Bombay Presidenq’) 

Dieoewn agile ieignani Riplq', 1952, J. Bombay nal. Hist. Soc. 50: 510 
, (Kohima, Assam) 

Baker. FBI No. 1311 (part), Vol. 3: 435 
Plate 98, fig. 1 

, LOCAL NASrts. Phul (Gujarati) ; Che (Choia Nagpur) ;Cfti7/aJ/8a^TcIugu) ; 

IttakkanKikkihiiii (Malayalam). 

SJ2E. Sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (31 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A drab stumpv-tailed flowcrpcckcr with a short, 
thick bill. Above, oli\'c-grcy, greener on rump. A narrow' white terminal 
band on tail. Below, grc>'ish white faintly brown-streaked on breast. Sc.xes 
alike. 

The bluish almost finch-like bill and orangc-rcd eyes arc diagnostic. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION* and HABITAT. Common resident; in the Himalapn 
foothills a Vertical migrant. The Indian Peninsula from the outer Himala)*as 
[western Punjab (Rawalpindi) to Bhutan and Assam north and south of 
the Brahmaputra tvith Meghalaya and Nagaland). Soutlt through Gujarat 
(Gir Forest, JB.VHS 66; 37B) fd Kerala (Peermade, Afantij-ur), and on 
the eastern side tlirough Bengal, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu 
south at least to the Shevaroy Hills c. 1 j*N. (SA). No records from farther 


4 DICAEIDAE 

VOICE and calls. Call-notes a sharp mctalb’c chik, ckik, ehik , . , similar 
to but easily distinguishable from those of D. eiythm^'nchos. IVhile uttering 
these, spreads out tail and screws it nervously from side to side, 

BREEDisc. Season, overall Januarj' to June, but mostly early in the 
season when the trees arc still bare, somewhat later in the hilts. .VeU, a 
hanging OAnl purse about 10 cm long with the roof slung for 8 cm or so 
along a twig; tlic entrance somc'vhai elongated horizontally, about 2 cm 
in length and immediately below the supporting twig. Built of a pccufLar 
reddish brown vegetable down mixed with cocoons compacted into a soft, 
pliable and resilient felt; structure resembles that of D. eryihsorhnchos in 
shape but instead of being hidden in a buncli of leaves it is usually fully 
exposed near the lip of a bare twig. Despite tills, its ct^Titic coloration 
makes it look so deceptively like a dq* roIIcd-up Iisaf that it eludes caiu.al 
notice. Frequently builds among the leaf nesLs of the vicious red ant {Oeco- 
phjUo) without apparent harm, and possibly for profeciiOn. Nest suspended 
at heights varj'ing from two to nine metres on large- or medium-sized trees, 
usually quite high. Eggs, normally 3, sometimes 2, rarely 4, pale pink 
with’ reddish brown speckles and blotches. Average size of 76 eggs 15*9 
X II '5 mm (Baker). Building of nest, feeding >*oung and nest sanitation 
by both sexes; share in incubation, and period, undetermined. 

MfSEUH Diackosis. See Key to the Specirs and Subspecies. 

MBASURFMCN-n 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

• (from skull) 

jj'o' 55-65 ^ 10 14-15 31-34 mm 

9 9 55-64 9-10 13-14 27-30 mm 

■ (Koclr, HW, SA, Rand & Firming) 

Weight JI cTP 7*5-11 fav. 9) g — SA. 1 d* 8*5 g (GD). 1 9 8 p— SDR- 
(XiUJiTis or BARE PARTS. Iris orangc-brown or orange-red. Bill homy grey, 
duskier on upper mandible; mouth bright yellow and pink. Legs and fret daik 
ilate. In fledgling bill browm, gape )ellow. 

1893. Ceylon Thldkbilled Flowcrpecker. Dicfutm agile gtylcnente 
(WTiistlcr) 

Piprisoota efih zsylor.icum VTiislIer, I9f4, Spolia Zqlsnica 23; 2/0 
(Kumbalgamuwa, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1311 (parr), \’ol. 3; 435 
LOCAL NAUES. Nonc rccordrd. 

SIZE. Sparrois' — ; length e. 9 cm (3J in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS, M in 1892, q.v. ^ . 

STATVS, D£rrRrBUT7o;t and habitat. Sri L-inka, widely dutnbui m 
small numbers, in the hilii up to c. 1200 m and in the northern furest traeti. 
Affects tree-tops in forest and wcll-w-oodcd areas. Keep' m a higher stratum 
than TickclI’s Flowcrpcckcr. 

CL.VER.AL HABITS. As m 1892. ^ 

FOOD. Spiders, insects, berries, fruit and nectar. Ncsthng 
fol mostly on Iierries and fragments ofjurcultmt fruit; Uicr spidcn (tn . u 
and insects arc given. 

VOICE and calls. Asia 1092. 
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2REED1K0. Stasortf February to August. AVrf and tg^s as in 1892; clutch 
size 2. 

Mi,*3Zuu Diagnosis. Diffen from (1892) tnibdng darker, rump more 
olive, less ycllcm’. Postnuptial moult complete. 

MZASURZSCrNTS 




Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

TaU 





(from skull) 




4 


56 

10 

12 

28 

mm 

1 

9 

57 

9 

12 

29 

xnm 

6 


55-57 

— 

— 

24-28 

mm 

2 

9 9 juv. 

54,56 

— 

— 

25,26 

mm 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, 

As in 1892. 


(HIV) 



1895. Yellowventcd Flowcrpeckcr. Dicanan chjsOTThnm chysockbre 
• ■ BI>'th 

Diee^jm ckiysochlore Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 1009 
(Arracan) 

DUerxm ckryzonheum intenswn Baker, 1921, Bull. Brit, Om. Cl. 41 : 108 
(Sikkim) 

Bake^, FBI Nos. 1301 and 1302, Vol. 3: 426, 427 
^ Plate 98, fig. 5 

LOCAL NAUES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 9 cm (3| in.). ' 

TiEU> CHASACTERS. A flowopecker vdth distinctly strcakcd undtiparts. 
Ahovt, olivcrgrecn; wings and tail dark brown. Below, huffish white streaked 
widi dark brown. A dark moustachial streak. Under tail-coverts bright 
yellow. Sexes alike. 

The streaked imderparts identify this spedcs. 

STATUS, DtsTREBtmoK and HABITAT. Resident, common south of the 
Brahmaputra. The Himalayan foothills from Nepal (one Hodgson record)^ 
cast through Daijecling, Sikkim, Bhutan and (?) Amnachal Pradesh, the 
Patkai R^gc, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur south to Tripura, hCzo 
Hills and the Chittagong Hill Tracts; apparently only in the hills, up to 
over 1200 m, in Sikkim to over 2000 m. Affects open jungle, edges of forest 
and orange ordiards. 

ExtraJimital. Ranges cast to Vietnam. Nominate subspecies in Malaysia, 
Sumatra, Java and ^mco. 

CENZRAi- HABITS. Thosc of the gcnus. 

FOOD. Berries, especially Loranihus, fiower-ncctar, small beetles and 
other insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDiNc. Season, April to July. A'erf, similar to that of other flower- 
peckers; scraps of moss are often used on the exterior and more grass or 
fibre incorporated to support the vegetable do^^’n; nest usually placed under 
f. 6 metres. Eggs, 2 or 3, similar to others of the genus. Average size of 16 
eggs 15*3 X 11 tnm (Baker). Building of nest, and incubation by both sexes. 

Museuu Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

* Rediscovered £a 1973 along Tamur river, southwest of Dhankuta, e. 300 m, io SE 
Nqpal (R. L. Fleming, Jr., Nepal Nature Conservation Society /Cewtletier No. 22 : 4, 
January 1974). 


DICAEIDAE 


Olc0«um chrysorrhwm 



I th^sochlore (1895), a '^sonham (RE). 

Young, like adult but underparts more gre^Tsh; streaks finer, less defined. 
Upperparts rather less bright. Pos^uvenal moult of body-feathers and probably 
all covextt except primary scries. 

KEASUSEUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus _ Tril 

(from skull) 

d’9 55-62 1^14 14-15 27-31 mm 

(Baker, MD) 

Wright 1 (? 9 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris orangc-rcd. Bill blackish.Lcgs and fcctplumbcous. 


1896. YeHowbellied Flowerpeckcr. Dtcaetm meUmoxanthum^ (Blyth) 

P,{cchyilossa) meltatozanlha * Hodgson * = Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. 

Bengal 12: 1010 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1315, Vol. 3: 439 
' Plate 98, &g. 2 

LOCAL NAUEs. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 12 cm (4|^ in.). 

FIELD C2IARACTERS. . A Tclativcly la^c, black-ond-ycllotv flowerpeckcr. 
Male. Above, entirely slaty black; white spots in tail. Below, sides of 
head, neck and breast slaty black; a white band from chin dotvn centre of 
throat and centre of breast. Rest of undciparts bright yello\v, ' 

^ On spriling of this word see Peten’s Oteei-list voL 12; 179, footnote. 
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Female. Uke male but black replaced by olive-brown, paler on sides 
of head, neck and breast. Middle of riiin, throat and breast gre^dsh white. 
Belly and under t^-coverts yellow. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTiox and HABITAT. Status and distribution little kno^vn. 
Scarce resident, local and subject to vertical movements. The Himalayas 
from Almora ^atcr, JBNHS 42: 187) cast through Nqial (cf. Biswas, 
1963 and Dicssdhorst, 1968), Sikkim (SF 2: 455, SF 5: 348; cf. abo SSlim 
AU, Birdi of Sikkim: 356), Bhutan (?) and Amnachal Pr^esh (JoonkotoUce, 
Dibrugarh dbt., speciinciis in British Mus.), thence south through Nagaland 



Distributional ranges 


F?n D. tmlsnoxadkan (1896). D. tvieens (1897). 

(SF 11; 85) and Manipur (Britbh Mus.), Obtained in summer at 2000 m 
(Almora), 2400 m (Nepal), 2700 m (Sikkim) and up to 3600 m fide Salo- 
monsen in Peters’s Ckak-Usl 12; 179; recorded in winter at e. 1400 m (Nepal 
Valley) and between 1600 and 1800 m (Sikkim). Affects tall trees in open 
forest and clearings in dense forest. ' 

ExtrclvTdtcL Ranges cast to northern Yunnan, the Shan States of Burma, 
northern Thailand and extreme nordiem \^ctnanL 

GENERAL HABITS. XJttlc kno\vTi. A livrij* but apparently elusH'c bird 
frequenting the foliage of tall trees and cHrnbers, \Tritmg flowers, creeping 
in and out in inccesant motion. Has been observed to make sallies from dead 
branches after insects in fi^-catcher st>'Ie. Usually solitary and silent, 
food. Rrobably as of other flowcipeckeix, 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

breedino. UnknowTL 

Mcxtum DiACNOsa. See Flrid Characteis. 
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UEASUREUENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

'TaU 

d’9 

72-76 

8-9 

(from skuU) 

14-15 

40-42 mm 
(Baker) 

1 (? 

71 

11 

• — 

41 mm 

1 (? 
(sub-ad.) 

70 

11 


37 mm 
(BB) 


■Wing 2 eft? 70, 75; 3 9 9 63-69 mm (Stra., Rand & Fleming) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris fcd. BUI black, tjegs and feet dark plumbeous. 


1897. Legge’s Flowerpeckcr. Diccewn vincens (Sclatcr) 

Frionochilxa virxens Sclatcr, 1872, Proc. Zool. Soc. lAmdon: 730 
(Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1310, Vol. 3: 434 
' PUle 98, fig. 6 

LOCAL NASiES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c, 9 cm (3| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, slaty blue. IVings and tail black, the 
latter tvith large white terminal spots. Below, throat 
whit^ belly bright yellow. 

Female. A6orr, head grey. Back dull olive. Wings 
and tail dark brown; terminal spots on rectriccs 
^ 1 smaller t han in male. Below, throat whitbh; belly 

pale yellow, flanks olive, 

STATUS, DBTRiBimoN and HABITAT. kVidcly dbtributed in small numbers 
in the W^ct zone cf Sri up to c. 900 m. Affects foliage of tall trees 

and creepers cnbsTning tbeir trunks in rain-forest, 

GENERAL HABITS. Kecps solitary, in pairs or in small family parties. 
Frequents mainly the tops of tall trees. 

FOOD. Nectar, berries, spiders and small insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-notes described as * tcfdp,. Ufdp-lwee-see-see; also 
has t\s*o Dpes of song, one of which, the breeding song, is uttered, often 
during stormy southwest monsoon weather, from exposed twigs high up 
in tall trees * (Cicely Lushington). 

BREEDING. Seoson, February to June, occasionally in July and August. 
Jiest, a small pear-shaped structure with the entrance near the top sheltered 
by an cave projecting about 2 cm and suspended from a tsvig; rather 
riTnilar to that of Tickell’s FIo%s'crpcckcr (1899). but larger, more neatly 
built and reddish brown in general colour. Material consists of fine, very 
soft \*egctable dosvn felted with cobvsxb into a fine wool-Uke material, on 
the outside of wHch arc fastened many pieces of reddish sheaths from leaf- 
buds, some of the larger pieces hanging down below the nest, loosely attached 
by one end. The whole nest resembles a dead leaf and is very difficult to 
make out without porvveriul binoculars as it is placed bigh up among tbe 
fo/iage at the csxd of a branch of a large tree, from c. 18 up to 37 metres 
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abOT-c tie ground. Eggs 2. white prorusdy speelled with emaU biotcies, 
and specks of puiplish brick-red with underij-ing las-ender markitS 
of the same tjpe. One egg measured 15-4 X 11-2 mm (Phiffipj). BuMW 
of nest and incubation apparently by fema l e only, the male spending much 
oflm time singing nearby. The nest is so weU Insulated that during the heat 
~ female often leaves it for Jong intervals (Lushingtoh, G 

JBNHS 42: 186; PhiUips, W. VV. A., Crslm Jnsr. So. 24: 18-20). ’ 

hfcsruir Diackoss. See Field Characters. Posmuptial moult complete, Auimst 
to October. ® 

HEAScaasiiJtTs 


IVmg 

Em 

Taixus 

Tail 

58. 59 

(&om skuJQ 



12 

(10), 12 

28, 31 min 

56-59 

f. 12 

c. 13 

26-30 mni 


2. d'd’ 

99 

(HIV, SDR) 

COLOUES or BAaa paicis. Iris brown. Bill: upper mandible black, lower blue- 
grey on basal halC Legs and feet black. 


1898. OrangebelHed Floweipeclrer. JXcsmssn IrignsDstigma rsslmpypim 
Baker 


I>iccrjri tngwsigTTJ 3921, Bull Brit, Om. CL 41: 108 

(Mergui) 

Baiec. FBI No. 1300, VfiL 3: 425 
Plate 98. fig. 7 


LOCAi. NAUES. None recorded, 

srzE, Sparrow — ; lengrii e, 9 cm (3J ia.). 

nzLD CHARACTERS. Male. Above^ slaty wth bright orange back and 
rump. BehzVy throat pale grey; rest of underparts bright orange. 

Female. Abort, olive-grey; lower rump orange. Btlow, throat and 
flanks grey tinged trith olive. Abdomen yellow. 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. ScaTcc and very local resident. The 
mbmontane tracts of the Lakhimpur district, eastern Assam CBakcr) and 
in die Sunderbans (Ripley, Sj7U>pBsi 581). Affects glades and margins of 
weigrccn forest, 

Bxtraluniicl. Southern Burma, hlala^'sia, Indonesia and the Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS. Thosc of the gcnus. 

FOOD. TJarccorded. 

VOICE and calls. Unrccordcd. 

BREEDiNO. Season, April and May. /n^est and eggs similar to those of other 
members of the genus; nest usually placed on a high tree c. 10 or 12 metres 
above the ground. Average size of 10 eggs I5‘5 X 11 *2 mm (Baker). 

hInsEuu Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

ICeASUREUEKTS 


I^’mg -BtU 

(&om feathers) 

O' 9 45-51 9-10 

Bin firom skull c. 13 mm 


Tarsus 
e. 13 


Tail 

24-27 mm 
(Baker) 


lO DICAEIDAE 

COIOUM OP EAK PAKTi Male. Irij browu. Bill bUi. Leji and fat homy 

black. Fcraale. Irn grey to brown. BUI: base of upper mandible reddhh brown- 

op of both mamEhlcs h l a rkfi h horn; rest of lower mandible orange-btovm to 
orange- venruHon (H^V MS,). 

Dicaeum erythrorhynchos (Laiham) 

Key to tbe Sobtpecles 

Paler and greyer 

Darker and more dliso D. ». agixnst 

1899. TsdcelPs nowrerpecker. IHcsm^n njlhml^^jss rjthssrfy-^js 
(Latham) 

Certhsa eiyik T or J ^i te hos Latham, 1 790, Index Om. 1:299 
(India, restricted to Bombay by Baker, 1926, ' Fauna * ed. 2, vol 3; 432) 
Baker, FBI No. 130B, VoL 3: 432 
Plate 98, fig. 3 

LOCAL KARZS. PboeytCH (Hindi); Suagti-^n^ho (Lcpcha). 
size. Sparrow — ; length c. 8 cm (3 in.). 

ITEU) characters. A plain o^vc-b^o>^•n bird with girybh white under* 
parts, rather like a female sunbird but smaller, with the bill much diorter 
and flesh-coloured. Sexes alike. 

The very similar V. concehr has a dark bill and pale superdlium. 

STATUS, DSTRiBUTios* and HABITAT. Common resident. From Dharm* 
sala and Kangra cast along the Himala}'an foothills and adjacent plains 


Dlceeom crythrorhynches 
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of Uttar Pradesh to the Jalpaiguri duars and Bhutan foollulls and through 
Assam to DiBrugarh and North Cachar, south to Bengal, Bangladesh, Bihar 
and the Indian Peninsula Irom Jabalpur and Baroda south to Kanyakumari 
(Cape Comorin). In Nepal occurs up to c. 1400 m in summer, ^rich drawing 
this level in winter. In the hills of southern India occurs up to die 
summits, but is more abimdant in the plains. Affects deciduous forest, forest 
plantations, groves of mango and other orchards, and fig trees in open 
country* or cultivation; sometimes coastal mangroves. Local distribution 
almost entirely dependent on the presence or absence of plant parasif« of 
die mistletoe family (Loranthaccac). 

ExtralbmUil. Occurs ver)’ locally in Burma south to Tcnasscrim. 

CENouu, HABITS. Kccps' Singly or in pairs; occasionally in small loose 
parties of 4 or 5 individuals. Incessantly on the move, flitting restlessly 
among the parasite clumps or darting from tree to tree. Frequents the 
foliage canopy of trees, seldom coming do^vn to bushes. Very strong on the 
wing; flics high and rapidly for long distances in a series of dips and bounds. 
Has regular * beats * or feeding territories of infested host-trees — - in effect 
parasite plantations raised and maintained by the bird’s o^vn activities. 

FOOD. Predominantly berries of pararitic Lorasiihus and Vham spp. Along 
widi other flowcrpeckcrs is largdy responsible for the dispersal of their 
seeds and thus for considerable dainage and economic loss in forest planta- 
tions (teak, sal, etc.) and orchards (mango, guava, etc.). The ripe berries 
arc cither swallowed entire or the viscous contents squeezed out in the 
■mandibles and the peel discarded. The undigested slimy seeds pass through 
the body with gmat rapidity' and adhere to the branches on which they arc 
excreted, sprouting in a few days and sucking the sap of the host. Spreads 
the infestation over a wdde area rather than to adjacent branches of the same 
tree, cf 1892.* Also other berries and fruit, nectar, spiders and small 
insects. 

VDJtx and calls. A shaiyv almost incessant fhsk^hsk-cfdk uttered while 
hopping about and in flight. A series of t^vittcring notes in the nature of a 
song (SA). A call like a cricket’s reel and a piercing alarm-note iitir, otic 
(Lowther). 

BREEDDfO. Season, in the north Februarj' to June, in the south February 
to May and again in August-September (Betts). Xest, a small oval purse 
of fine grass, \*cgclablc dowm, pieces of bark, green moss and cocoons; 
resembles that of the Purple Sunbird but lacla the ‘porch * ow the cn* 
trance and the trailer of rubbish dangling underneath. It is suspended from 
the tip of a rwig from c. 3 to 12 metres above the ground and well hidden 
in a bimch oflcaves. Eggs, 3 more usually than 2 [Lotithcr, Bihar (Manbhum 
distria)], white, unmarked.^ A\*cragc size of 30 eggs 14-4 X 10*5 nun 
(Baker). Building of nest, care of )*oung and probably also incubation, by 
both %cxcs. Incubation period undclcrmincd. Nest-young fed largely on 
peeled loranthus berries. 


* Vex ftmeture rtc. ef xUmcntxry caaJ »ee H- Desseibcrser (1931) * D« Verdawms'iaa*! 
^ mTiIMD ^ tele of .ed 

ndon md dtaributitm of Use Uee-porMitt LwacSsu U^sra Dot. 13 lie KonkM 
(W. fadU) •. JBN1B 35: l«-9. 


Meszw Diackosb. See Fidd Gharicteis and ke)T to the Spedea aad Sub- 
fpedcs. 

Young, like adult but grci-cr abos-c and more grc>iih below. 

UrASUR£3<ZN*n 


kNmg 

BOl 

Tuna 

Tan 


(fnns skuO) 


22-27 snra 

46-52 

11-13 

11-13 

46-50 

11-13 

», 12 

22-25 mm 


(SA, HW, Rand & ncming, BB) 

Wright 17 d'P 4-8 (av. 6-3) g — SA 

COLOURS OF BAsz PARTS. Iris bastl. Bill pile homy broi^n, pinkish floh at 
gape and oSS Jcrn’cr mandible excepting tip; mouth pale pink. feet and claws 
dark slate. You n g : Iris IiazeL Bill orange-jrilow; mouth bright orange. Legs and 
feet slate; claws homy brown. 


1900. Ceylon Small FIovrcTpedccr. Dicatsn esjthrofftjnehos cQlonrut 
Babault 

Dimran Babault, 1920, Miasioti Bibauli: 293 

(Boista, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1309, Vol. 3: 433 

IX)CAL VAUZ. PiIiIer*gedJi su^iiiS (Smhala). 

SIZE. Sparrmv* — * ; length c, 8 cm (3 in.). 

FIELD aiAJtACTEKS, As ill 1899, q.v. :_J 

status. DBTRiBtrnoH and habitat. Plentiful and wtdely dntnbuUrf 
Toughout Sri Lanka, in the hills up to over 2100 m. ^ects tall trees in 
rot, gro%*cs, cultivation, and shade trees in tea plantations. 

CE.VERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1899. ,m.‘fr^t. 

BREEDLve. Sfoson, Jzsiuory to July wth a peak m hfar^ 
ceding specimens also obtained in September 
-jf anefeggras in IB99. FordeUsUsccVhmpi, JP5J, 

5-63. Clutch size 2. A\*eragc size of 4 eggs 14*6 X 10*5 mm (B c , 

Mcxeum Diackoes. DifTcTS frora nommatc race (1E99) in bring 
both abo%T and below. Lower mandible dark brown inUmd of ptnUUJ- 
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1901. 71aincol0«r«d Flowcrpeckcr. Piccnm cojicohr oKvauum 
Walden 

Vicenan eiisaavn Walden, 1875, Ann. Mag. Nat Hist 15: 401 
(Toisd^oo) 

Baker, FBI No. 1306, VoL 3: 430 
Plate 98, figi 4 

LOCAL. KASCE. Bongfong dao^ji (Caebari). 

SHE. Sparrow — ; length e. 8 cm (3 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. A Small plain-colouTcd flov.'crpecker, olive-brown 
abo>’e, greyish white below. 

Very sitoilar to e^throrfynchox (1899) but recognizable at close range by 
blacldsh bill and pale lores and supercilium. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The Hiznala)'an 
foothills from central Nepal cast through Sikkim, northern Bengal, Bhutan 
and Arunachal Pradesh, thence soudi through the plains and hills of Assam, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland and Manipur south to the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

Dlcoeum concofor 



Occtirs mostly in Gie hills, in Oie Himalayas up to at least 1400 m, in Aruna- 
chal up' to 1800 m, but more common bet\veen 700 and 1000 m. Affects 
groves of trees in open country, orange orchards, outsldrts of forest, \wde 
glades and sides of streams in forest, 

ExtraKmital. Ranges east through the Indochinese countries and southern 
China to K^vangtung. Other subspecies in Taiwan, Hainan, Malaysia, 
Borneo, the Sunda Islands and the Andamans, A disjunct population 
(nominate) in southwestern India. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually keeps in pairs, though several pairs may be 
seen feeding on the same tree. A very* energetic, restless species turning 
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and twisting about in every kind of atutude while searching leaves, blossoms 
and pararitic plants for insects, nectar and berries. 
rooD. Berries, cspecaally of the Loranthaccae, nectar, insects and spiders. 
VOICE and calls. When feeding utters the usual twitter of the genus, 
and when flying from one tree to another a constant cHp, chipt ckxp (Baker). 
* Very noisy as they pour out their trill from the top of lofty trees.* 
BREEDiNQ. Season, March to August, dtuefly May and June. Kest, a 
vesy hanging purse (c. 5 X 7 cm) made mostly of the silky whitish 
floss of Sdmalia trutloBaricc, usually placed on trees between c. 6 and 12 
metres above the ground, sometimes in high bushes or in low plants growing 
among weeds, nettles and briars. Eggs, 2 or 3, white, unmarked. Average 
size of 40 eggs 14-5 X 10*6 mm (Baker), Building of nest, incubation and 
care of ^Tjung by both sexes. Incubation period uudetennined. 

Museum Diagnosm. Differs from ameoler (1902) in being more olive-grwa above 
and on edges of wings; underparts rather duller and more ashy with a slight huffy 
yellow tinge. In worn plumage the olive'grccn is lost and the differences are far less. 
Young, like adult but uppcrparti a little browner, less olive; underparts more 


ashy. 

vaAsnanmna 

Wing 

Bm 

TaU 

6'6' 

43-48 "1 

(Ecom shill) 

!M2 

r 21-23 mm 

9 9 

42-45/ 

\ c. 22 mm 

W<Sglit(J'9 4-6 

g (SDR). 


(BB, SDR) 


COLOURS or BAKE PARTS. Itis bfown. Bill plumbeous grey. Legs and feet plum- 
beous; soles grey. 

1902. NUgiri' Blowerpccker, Dicaetan eoncolor concohr jerdon 

Dicaevm eoncolor Jerdon, 1840, Madras Jour. Lit. Sd. 1 1 : 277 
(Malabar Coast) 

Dicosum Ttnnollton svhfiocun Baker, 1921 , BulL Brit. Om. CL 42 • 12 
(Belgaum) 

DioerJm eoncolor usmIot Roelz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc. Was hin gton 52: 

121 (Kodaikanal, Palni Hills, Madras Presidency) 

Baker. FBI N«. '1304 and 1305, VoL 3: 429, 430 

LOCAL NAME. JttikJummJckurvd (Malayalam), 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 8 cm (3 in.). 

FIELD characters. As in 1901, q.v. Very similar to co-existing Tickcli*s 
Flowerpecker (1899) but somewhat dumpier; distinguishcd.also by blackish 
(r. pinkish) bill, white shoulder of closed wing, and yellowish white imdcr- 
parts. 

STATUS, DisTRiBuTios and HABITAT. Common resident. Southwestern 
India from Mahablcshwar south through western and southern Karnataka, 
Kerala and western Tamil Nadu cast to the Shevaroys (Ycrcaud — SA), 
in the low country and hills up to the siumnits but more abundant in 
the foothills up to r. 1000 m. Affects deciduous and mixed dcciduous-and- 
cvergrecn forest, clearings in and about tea and coffee plantations, and 
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groves of trees in the vidnity of villages. Inseparable from the tree parasites 
(family Loranthaccae). 

ExtralimtaJ, Range of this subspcdcs widely disjunct from that of 
elioceeum (1901) [Assam]. 

GENERAL RABTIS. As in l90l. 

FOOD. As in 1901. 

VOICE and calls. * Call, a sharp check; sometimes a rapid series of 
ticks. Song, a lugh-pitdicd trill, weak and wiry* (Nichob), Voice and notes 
indistinguiihable from those ofTickell’s Flowerp^er (SA). ‘ 

BREEDiNO. iSroron, January to April with second broods in May and June. 
Akrt and eggf, as in 1901. Average size of 20 eggs 14 -7 X 10-6 ram (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the SubspedcL. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Taa 


(from skull) 



45-52 \ 
44-52/ 

12-13 

c. 13 

r 23-26 
\ f.25 


(Koeh, HW, SA) 

Wd^t 15 c? 9 5-8 (av, 6*2) g — ^ SA 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Ins biown. Bill bluish grey, dark hotuy brown on 
culmen; mouth grey, brownish and pink. Legs, feet and claws brownish 


1903. Andaman Flowerpecker. Dicaeum eoncolor tirescens Hume 
Diceewn timsens Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 482 
(Nd^bouihood of Port Blair, Andamans) 

Baker, FBI No. 1307, Vol. 3: 431 

local names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 8 cm (3 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1901, q.V. 

^ATCT, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident in South and 
hliddic Andaman islands. Affects trees paradtized by LorarAhss. 

general habtts, food and voice. As in 1901. 

BREEDINO. Unrecorded, probably as in 1901. A female with mature 
ovary and distended oriduct, 20 March (Abdulali, JBNHS 58; 41 1). 

Moeum l^CNOSB. Very rimllar to eencolar (1902) but brighter and greener 
than it or cliccasm (1901). Lores whitish but no white on forehead and a mere 
trace of a ruperdlium. Bchrc, differs from both the abesve races in having the 
abdomen bright pale yellow contrastiiig with the pale grey of breast. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OP BARE PARTS, As in 1902. 


1904. ScMrledsacked Flowerpecker, Dicceum cruerdaium cnicnietam 
(Lmnacus) 

Cfrtlts meetfcA* Lmnacus, 1753, SysL NaL, cd. 10, I: II9 
(BenghaU) 

Baker, FBI No. 1237, VoL 3; 421 
Plate 98, fig. 10 

LOCAL 4tAM£. Dearj^ (Cadiari). 

nzE. Sparrow — ; length c. 7 cm (3 in.). 


FIELD characters. Male. Above, crown, back and rump crimson. 

Sides of head black. IVings and tail glossy' blue-black. 
Below, centre of throat, breast and belly pale buff. 
Sides of throat and breast black, flanks grey. 

Female, ilfiore, oUve. Upper tail-coverts crimson. 
Tail black. Wings dark brown. Below, buff with grey 
sides. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The Himalayan 
foothills from eastern Nqpal (not recorded since Hodgson), cast through 
Da^ecling, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, sou^ in the plains 
and hills through Bengal (Jalpaigim dist., Calcutta, Sunderbans), the 


Dicoeum cruentotum 




Distributional range 


Brahmaputra Valley, Nagaland, Manipur and south to Dacca, Comilia 
and the Clnttagong region. In the hills up to c. 1400 m. Affects open forest, 
orchards, and groves of trees in cultivation. 

Extralitmlal. Ranges cast through the Indochinese coimtries and southern 
China to Fukien. Other subspecies in Sumatra, Borneo and small neighbour- 
ing islands. 

^ GENERAL HABITS. Tfrose of thc gcnus. Generally keeps to the tops of 
high trees but will often come down to bushes w'hcn abundance of food 
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attracts. Favourite hunting grounds are dense clusters of parasitic plants 
(Lorandiaceae). / 

FOOD. Insects, spiders, berries and nectar. Has been observed hawHng 
flying insects from a perch in a tFee and hovering motionless to capture 
them (Roscvcarc). 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a>furprisingly loud tcMk^lcfak reminiscent of 
the Tailor Bird’s (1535) or Streaked Fantail Warbler’s (1498). Also a 
constant t\rittering while feeding. ‘A series of sharp notes most nearly 
imitated by drawing the point of a nail or hard-pointed substance in a 
scries of jerks over a glass pane * (Davison, SF 6: 192). 

BREEDmo. SeasoTif April to August, diiefiy May and June. Kest, an 
oval purse of vegetable down kept togethcr.by riireds of grass, rootlets 
and cobweb. The rather broad entrance near the top occasionally has a 
downy ‘ porch ’ projecting above it. Size of nest r. 9 X 6 cm. It is suspended 
on a hvig at the end of a branch but hidden by leaves, at heights 
varying firom 2 to 15 metres, usually between 6 and 9 metres. Eggs^ 2 or 3, 
unmarked white. Average size of 40 eggs 14^X 10*3 mm (Baker). Building 
of nest and incubation by both sexes; period of incubation 10 or 11 days. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Qiaractcrs, Postnuptial moult complete, June 
to September. Some body moult in February. Postjuvcnal motilt of body-feathers, 
lesser, median and most greater coverts, tcrtials and tail. 

MEASUREMENTS - Taisus Tall 

cfi 9 46-51 r. 13 25-28 mm 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull c. 12 mm 
Weight 3 cfc? 7--fi g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris browii. BUI black; mouth black in male, flesh- 
coloured in female; bill in juvenile orange. Legs and feet black. 

1905 Firebreasted Flowerpccher. Diceuum ignipeclus ignipectus 
(Blyth) 

igmpeem * Hodgson * = Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 12: 983 
(Nepal and Eootan) 

DUemn igrtipictus pulchellum Kodz, 1954, Contrib. lint. Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 

21 (Sangau, Lnshai Hilb) 

Baker, EBI No. 1303, Vol. 3: 427 
! Plate 98, fig. 8 

irtCAx. NAME. SirngH-prapho (Lepcha). 

SEE. Sparrow — ; length c. 7 cm (3 in.). . , , n i • v 

FEED CKABAcrrERS. Male. Above ^ metallic greenish blade. ^.orwin, rich 
buff tvith a scarlet patch on breast and a black patch below this on centre 

of belly. Flanks olive. , . o- t. j 

Female. Above, olive-green, yellower on rump. Below, pale buff washed 

olive on sides. ‘ . , . n- . k • 

STATUS, nisTRiEUTiotf and HAsrrAT. Common resident subject to verti- 
cal movements. The HimaUyas from Kashmir (Kishwar) east *^“8“ 
Anmachal Pradesh, thence south through Meghalaya, Nagaland and 
Manipur to the Miio Hills. Breeds bettveen e. 1400 m (locaUy probably 


Jo^^'er) and 2100 m (Kangra), 2700 m (Nepal — Polunin), 3000 m (SiHia 
fjt Stewns), 2300 m (Bhutan). In winter occurs between r, 600 m and 
1200 m (Kangra), 900-2300 m (Nepal), 750-2000 m (SiUdm) and frotti 
tile footi^ to 2000 m in Arunadial. In Nagaland occurs between 750 
and 2500 m, in Meghalaya up to at least 1800 m. Affects subtropical ever- 
green or dedduous forest; inseparable from the parasitic lorcnths dumps 
on tall trees. Also secondary growth, and trees in orchards and culthatioa. 

ExiralimtaJ, Ranges cast tiuuugh N. Burma and tiic northern Indochinese 
countries and China to Hupeh and FuHcn. The species ranges south to 
Sumatra and Cambodia, and east to tiie Philippines and Taiwan. 

GEKERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly, Or iu paiTS in the breeding season, doing 
the rounds of Zcrcat^-laden trees, hopping energetically among the parante 
clusters. Sometimes in small parties in Tvinter, joining up flocks of 
other small birds Tvandcring from tree to tree in the forest. 

FOOD, Insects, spiders, nectar and berries, espedaUy of the mistletoe 
family Lorantbaccae. 

VOICE and calls. A single clicking ckip uttered in flight. Song, a long 
continuous series of clidb uttered from a perch while 5Ha)Tng its body 
from side to side (Smythics) ; also described as a shrill , . . 

recalling tiie noise of Ac rapid opening and closing of a pair of sdsson 
(HW). Song period in Nepal, mid February to June (Proud). 

BREEDiNO. Season, Mardi to June. Xesl, as in 1904, placed in trcci 
betsveen 3 and 9 m above the ground. Eggs, 2 or 3, svhitc. A\’eragc sire of 
18 eggs 14*8 X iO'3 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field CIxaracters. Juvenile (9)* Chin and throat 
white. Buff on underparts much paler and duller than in adult (Biswas). 

ME.UUReM£NTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

, S} = 

(BB, SA) 

Weight 16 (?£? 4-a g;-5 9 9 5-5-6.1 g (SDR, GD. SA). , 

coLOUits OF BARE TARTS. Iiis brown. BUI bladc with a patch on the ba« of 
lower mandible — whitish in male, ytUow to orange in female. Legs, feet and daws 
dark homy. 

Family Nectarimiidae : Sunbirds 

For description see Baker, E. C. Stuart, 1926, FBI 3 : 372 (excluda AvShn^; 
Van Tyne, J. & Berger, A. J., 1959:539; Bamiennan,D. A., 1964 , «rtidc Sunhtid 
■ in Thomson, A. L. (ed.) , A Aho DieAevay of Bail, London and New Yore 
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A rmbird'i bDl, sbowiiig finely lerratid mandibles 


SUNBIRDS ' 

Key to the Genera 

' ' Page 

^ Sexes alike; plumage non-mctallic 

i Sexes different; plumage ofmalem part metalbc;btU deader 

1 Lower mandible straight or nearly so 

2 Lower mandible distinctly curved dmvnww^ V.eooinin 21 

a Tail short, rounded; females yeUowtsh 38 

b Central rectricra lengthened; females greemsh below. .ArHoM- 

Genus Anthreptes Swainson 

AvOaeptei Swainson, 1837, Nat. Hist. Oass. B*. 2: 329. . 

Type, by monotypy, A.jovo^o HomMd = CeMa wo,^ Scopob 
Ch&lcoparia Cabanb, 1851, Mus. Hem. 1. 103. 

Type, by original designation, 4VWn ri-ifnlmru Groel.n 

Cr.Delacour.J., 1944, ^Tnofoit-m 29: 17-38. (Review of ranuly) 

Bill shorter than, or equal m head, "“'V 
First primary (as.) short. Tail square or shghtly rounded, shorter than wmg. 

entiryy coverrf wth scales. ^ 

1906. Rabycheelr. Anlbrepies Angakasii rubim^ealii {S^kvv) 

CbaleopoHc rin^nW rvbinlpevHs Baker, 1930 (23 Apn% or m- 

icf. Blwas, JBNHS 60 : 6841, "nU M.. Bds.^ restrieted 

r^Str^inSrpidriidtam. 17 ^nor CWfim hpidn Sparrman, 1787 = 
CertMa trMaeensu Scopoh, ivao en, Ra_7n 

. , . .;p •VflnAn 1930 (7 May), Bulk Bnt. Om. Cl. 50. 6S^70, 

Plate 99, fig- 3 

IX)CAL NAME. Bootiibo luaici (Cachari). 


■ 20 


NECTARINIIDAB 


PIELD CHARACTERS. 



'noth f. lU cm (X m.i. ^ 

hfale. Abooe, briUiant metalHc green. Ear^rerts 
copper coloured, bordered Wow by a bnl^t 
violct-purple line. Below, throat and breast rnfom. 
rest of underparts lemon-yellow. 

Female. Above, olive-green, yellowish on wmg. 
Below, like male. 

Young, like female but throat yellow, 
res™’ 

hgalaud, Mampur and Banglade evergreen forest, in the foothills 

"t 3r^f-tdTa«n. plains, but docs not seem to winder away 
^m broken ground. 


xt.l 


Anthreptes singoleoili 



Distributional ranges 
raj r rvimserJi, {> 9 ^. * 

Islands. . . .^^ter sometimes in small prttes, 

OE.NERAI. jiABtn. ® pHu actively around bushes 

moving and p,r insects or probing into btes^ f«- 

;S' ss “* 

bush to soother. *• xr i. Tunr Itest a pcar-tiisped ***^^J*. 

the rather large entrance is protected 1^ withS^ “"P*' 

of 8 eggs 16-9 X 12 mm (Baker). 

Mo^-M DtAONOsts. See Field Charaetm. 

HEAitntorrs'ra Terms 

kViag I’’" 

(from skull) 

IS-17- 


Tril 


eftf 

o'? 

<)<i 


52-55 


H-16 


} 


IS-17 


41_13 mm 


— - - (BAer, hlD, SA) 

Iris red. Bm Nmlbh. Ug. 

eorot.-M or a*xx paxts. In* red. 
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3 

Genus Nectakikia lUigcr 
niiger, 1813, Prodromia: 210, 

'Type, by subsequent desgnatloQ, CeriMa famosa lixmAcus 
Ctio^ris Cuvier, 1817, Rigne Anim- 1: 411. 

Typ^ by subsequent dcagnadon, Cerifdti svpnha Shaw 
Oxlcostetha Cabanls, 1851, Mus, Hem. I; 103. Type, by ori^aal designation, 
Ck. pectorelis Tcmm. = ^estarma ehaUostetha Jardinc 
Leptocma Cabanis, 1851, ^lus. Hcin. 1: 104. Type, by original dengnatjon, 
L, s Cerikia z/ylomea Unnaeus 

Bin mu^ longer tlian bead, strongly curved and pointed. Nostrils operculated, 
e3q>oeed. No rictal bristles. Pint primary (as.) sborL TaH sbortcr than wing, square 
or slightly graduated, Tama anteriorly covered with transverse scales. Plumage 
of male with metallic colours. 


Key to the Species 
Males 


I Throat dark coloured and metallic 
A Abdomen yellow 

1 Throat metallic dark blue.,.. 

2 Throat metallic puiple-ted 


B No j-dlow on abdomen 

3 Abdomen purple-blue.,..,. 

4 Ixns'cr abdomen dull brown 


Females 

U Throat pale and not metallic 

G Throat ashy contrasting with breast 

D Underparts uniform ydlow or olive-^’dlow 

5 Upper tan-co’v-erts red 

' 6 Upper tail-coverts cJh*c like back 

c Underparts rich ydlow 

f XJndeq>arts dull ydlow or olive-ydlow 

t BiU from skull oTi'cr 24 mm 

ii Bni from skull under 24 T«rn 


Page 



30 

.//*. zolonsa 

21 

. .}f. irsrasna 

25 . 

I .JV. eriisriro 

33 

i blue-green 


, .A' sperata 

26 

. . .If. lolma 

27 

.K. Zi^lomca 

21 

. .If, cttrrirr.a 

25 

,If, justdens 

30 

. . .If. lolema 

27 

. .If. spereta 

26 ' 

..X. asiatiea 

33 


r^XTTARiKiA zEYLOyaav (Lmnacm) 

Key to the Subspecies 

^Ving a^‘craging longer, c. 56 mm .vV. z. sola 

AVing averaging shorter, r. 53 mm K z- zio^otaxa 


22 NECTARINIIDAE 

1907. Indian Porplenunped Snnbird* ^{tclaima z^lomca sole 
(ViciUot) 

<^t>pru Sdht Vidllo^ 1819, Nouv. Diet. dTEst. Nat. 31: 512 
(Pondidj^) 

JCestasima zsrfioriea trHrtZm Ripley, 19^, Spolia Zeylanica 24: 238 
(Muddur, Mysore) 

Baker, FBI No. 1287 (part), VoL 3: 406 
Plate 99, 4 

LOCAZ. KAitES. ShSkoT (Hmd/); CSiSbOm (^^rathi); Mendxocn^ (Bengali*}; 
hfer^a tirJdii (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrosv — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Malc. ASovo, CTown metallic green. Back deep 
dfcicstnut- Rump metallic purple. A metallic green sbouldcr-patch. Btlow, 
tliroat metallic purple. Sides of bead and band across lower throat deep 
^estnut. Breast and centre of belly lemon-yellow. Flanks greyish svhitc. 

Female. Abou, brown, more rufous on wing. Throat and Banks greyish 
white. Breast and centre of belly Icmon-ycIIow. 

STATUS, DBTRiBUTTOH and HABITAT. Common resident. Peninsular India 
soufri of a line from Nasik (N\V. Maharashtra), Jabalpur (M.P.) and 
Eohardaga (Bihar), southern Bengal and Bangladesh north to Dacca and 
east presumably to the Chittagong region. In the plains and lower hiMs 


Ntcterinta zeyfonfeo 



EEa sola (1907). • zr^lertka (1908). 

^ up to e, 750 m (NUgiris), 1000 m (Maraiyur) and 2100 m (probably noa- 
^ breeder) [Kodaikanal — Kichols, JBNHS 44: 407). Affects scrub, light 
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NECTARINIIDAE 


sOTndary jungle and dry culti\'ated countr>* in the neighbourhood of 
villages vdth tamarind and babool trees, cactus hedges and gardens; prefers 
dedduom biotope. 

Extralimicl. Extends to Arakan, Burma (Smythlcs), 

OENERAL HABITS and FOOD, Not different from other sunbirds, c.g. the 
Purple, 1917. Usually keeps in pairs the year round. Hops and flits viva- 
ciously among foliage and flower-clusters scarehing for small insects and 
nectar, clinging to the branchlets in all roarmer of acrobatic positions to 
probe the corollas, sometimes ho\*cring momentarily in. front of a sprig 
to take a ^ider, or cobweb for nest. Territorial and very pugnacious, 
especially on its feeding tree. Nectar of largc-pctallcd flowers which preclude 
access by direct probing with bill is reached by a short-cut through a hole 
pierced at the base of the calyx. For its role in the propagation of the mis- 
chievous Lorantkis trec-paraute sec Salim AU (1931). 

VOICE and calls. Song, a sharp twittering ritfoa, rityw, ti^oir, br-r-r-rit, 
Htjou, etc. uttered while hopping about and feeding among flowers, Abo 
a feeble xnous>' Sisirj>ef, sisirjxs . . . almost identical wth that of Small 
Sunbird (1909) gh’cn from a perdi svhile the bird pivots from side to side 
and excitedly’ opens and riiuts its ^vings and tail (SA). 

EREEDDJO. Seescni Nests arc found in c\*cry monfli, but a period of 
increased breeding activity occurs from. March to May in Bengal and from 
February to April in southern. India, with a second peak from July to 
September in the latter region where the species breeds freely after the 
monsoon. ATrt, a pcar-shaf>ed or roimdbh oval purse composed mostly of 
gi^ and other fibrous material mixed with a variety' of oddments, lined 
with sofr vegetable domi and drap«i on the outride svith bits of Ziehen, 
bark, caterpillar frass, moss, broken leaves and other rubbish fastened with 
cobweb, hlost nests, but not all, ha\*c a pordi-lite projection over the 
^tranc^ Nest ^•cIy murii Ukc that of Al cstaiica and almost impossible to 
distinguish; placed from as low as a couple oOmetres, somctixncs up to 12 
or 15, in trees and riirubs. Usually suspended at the tip of a branch, often 
in oeepers growing on the treUis-svork of verandas; sometimes even on 
pendent electric light bulbs and sockets, or a wire dangling from the ceiling 
^tually within a bungalmv, regardless of the mo\'cmcnts of the 

nearly al\\a^-s 2, verj* exceptionally 3, grey with a grr en bh or buff 
tmge, flecked and speckled with greyish brown, more profusely around the 
broad end. As-crage size of lOO eggs 16*4 X 11-8 mm (B^). Bmiding of 
nm by female alone, accompanied to and fro on her material-gathering 
tops by male. Old nests arc frequenUy reoccupied. Incubation by 
lemalc tdone; she sits within with biU projecting from entrance-hole. 

ncu Don period 14—15 days. Care of ncstlii^s by both parents; young 
Ittvc nest when 16 or 17 days old, after that male takes o\-cr most of 
feeding. 

Mraccx Diackoss. See Field Characters. Male docs not monlt into noa- 
meuHtc whiter (or edipse) plumage. Postouprial taoult corapletc. 

oung and 9), like female but whole u nd er pa rts very pale Ieinoa->'riIow. 

>-oun 5 cf.V. crietias (1917) by rufous tinge to edges ofsceondaria 
Kssumes mctalGc plumage at p<^uvenal moult, winch u 


MEA5D3taiEjm 


IWng 

Bai 

Tarsus 

Ta3 


(from skull) 



51-58 

17-19 

15-17 

30-38 mm 

51-56 

16-18 

14-15 

30-35 mm 


(H\V. SA, SDR) 

21, (J* 9 IVing av. 56*2 znxa; Tall ar, 35*2 mm 
Wdght 8 d’d' 7-11; 9 9 9 7-9 g — SA. 

coixnjKS or bake PAKia, Iris oranga-brown or reddish brown. BiH brownish 
blade; mouth dull orango-pink or pinkish brown. Legs, feet and daws homy brown 
or black; soles >'cUowish fiesh. 


1908. Ceylon Fnzplentmped Sonbird. Xectarima z^bmea ztybmca 
(Linnaeus) 

CertKo zr^tcAa Unnaen^ 1766, S>-st. Nat., ed. 12, 1 : 181 
(Ceyloa) 

Baker, FBI No. 1287 {{^), VoL 3: 406 

incAi. nAsira. Mil siSMi (Sinhala) ; 7Tm*S£, PS-UiSAca (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in.). 

nEUj CHARACIEES. As in 1907, q.v. 

STATUS, niiiiOBirnON and habitat. Common resident. Sn T.anVa in 
all zones in the lowlands and lower hills up to c. 1400 m. Less common in 
the highlands, zoore abundant in the IVet zone. ABects open Jungle, cold- 
vadon and gardens. 

CENERAI. HAEns. As in 1907. 

FOOD. Nectar and small insects, soft caterpillars, spiders, etc. 

VOICE and cal^ As they hop and flit about, both sexes constantly 
utter a chirp which thou^ quite muacal sounds like the opening and 
shutting of a large pair of scissors: suxcty-rjxe, szceelj ttretlj-sztxe. At the 
same time the closed wings are flirted upwards and the tail opened and 
shut (Henry). 

EKZEDISC. Season, February to June, many birds raising a second brood 
bom Augutt to November. Nests may be found througbout the year. A'est 

andrggtasin 1907. For details see HflUips, CryijnJrar. &j. 24, pt. 3: 11-14, 

Musreii Diacxoss. Differs bom sola (1907) ia bong imallcr. No signiBcant 
ralour difference although some Indian specimens have somewhat more enenrive 
iridtscence ia the post.ocalar area, dated ia some cases with bronie rather than 
g r ee a. 


iccAsuxxuzirrs 



Wing 

Em 

Tarrus 

Tan 

■ 


(from rimll) 



d't? 

50-57 

17-18 

14-16 

30-35 xnm 

99 

50-54 

16-18 ' 

15-16 

29-32 mm 

11 cfV IVingav. 

- 



(HW. SDR) 

52*9 X3=m; Tail av. 32*4 ram (SDR) 

COLOex* or EARS FAXTZ. 

Alia 1907. 
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1 909. Small Snnfnrd. Nectarinia minima (Sykes) 

Cinf^ris mwima Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 99 
(Ghauts, Ihddiim) 

Baker, FBI No. J286, Vol. 3: 405 
Plate 99, fig. 7 

z^CAL ^AHES. ChJwta shdkar kkSra (Hindi); C&rni tenkili (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow —• ; length r. 8 cm (3 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above^ very similar to N. z^lonica (1907) 
but back deep crimson-bro^vn or. maroon instead of chestnut (difference 
not appreciable in the field), and widiout the metallic shoulder-patch. 
Below, also sinuiar but collar broader, covering breast. Belly dull yellow 
with bright lemon tufts on sides. Flanks greyish white. 

Female. Above, olive; lower rump deep crimson-bro^vn. Below, duU 
yellow. 

Small size and crimson-brown rump identify the female. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common resident. The Sah- 
yadri or Western Ghats complex from Suriamal (north of Bombay) south 



Distributional ranges 


1 JV. minima (rgog). 2 X s. branliana (igro). 

to the southernmost hills of Kerala, including the Bababudans, Bdipn- 
rangans, Nilgiris and Palnis\ between c. 300 and 2100 m. In the Palms 
occurs from e, 1600 m to the summits; in Karnataka replaces lotenta 

* Unconfirmed reports from Sri Lanka appear to be erroneouj (cf. PhillIpi,W. W. A., 1951, 
C^hn jfour, Sci* Vol. 24, pt. 3:13). 


above e. 1200 m. Affects evergreen biotope chiefly in foothills countTV: 
forest, sholas, gardens and shade trees in tea and coffee plantations. 

OENERAL HABITS. Typical of simbirds. Hunts actively among flouxr- 
dusters and leaf-buds, for insects and nectar, clinging upside domi or 
sideways or hovering momentarily in front of them in the quest (SA). 
Partial to blossoms of Eiythrina spp., and almost in\'ariably present on 
clumjjs of the parasitic Loranthaccac in flon’cr; also on a wdc range- of 
flowers in hill-station gardens. ‘In Londa it did not frequent flou-cring 
Buiea trees like J\f. asiatica * (Kodz). 

POOD. Nectar, insects and spiders, 

VOICE and calls. Song, a squeaky see-see-whUsee-seesiwee etc, for fi\t 
or ten 'seconds at a stretch and frequently repeated after short pauses; 
the bird pivots restlessly on its perch from side to side while singing (S.\). 
Call-note a single. metalUc chik constantly repealed while foraging. 

BREEDiNo. Season, dxiefiy December to April with a second and lesser 
peak (at least in the southern part of the range) in September and October. 
J{est, the usual hanging pouch characteristic of sunbirds, but snullcr and 
neater in appearance and more roundish than those of other species; made 
largely of ^e bast fibres and green moss srilh a little cobtvcb, and usually 
lacking the tail of rubbish dangling below. Suspended from the dp of a 
generally under 2 metres up in a bush or sapling on the edge of 
a path or clearing, commonly on strobilanthes pkmts (Karvia). E^t, 2, 
white svith a dense ring of dark reddish spots and a few reddish speck 
elsewhere. Average size of 20 eggs 14 X 10'2 mm (Baker). 

Musstm DzACNOsn. Sec Field Characters. In April or early l^y, male asnuncj 
an eclipse plumage which is similar to that of the female except that the metallic 
purple rump is retained (female has a crimson-brown rump). Moult to full metallic 
plumage takes place before August. 

Young of both sexes alike and similar to the adult female, though rather jTllower 
below. Young male acquires roctalh’c plumage by complete moult, about May-June. 

MEASimZSCENTS 

Bill Tanus' s Tail 

(from skull) 

14-17 12-13 27-31 ram 

e. 15 e. 13 2G-27 mm 

(H\V, SA, Kocis) 

Weight 8 d'd' (Apn-May) 4-6; 8 9 9 (Apr.-hfay) 4-5 g — SA 

COLOURS OP BARB PARTS. Iiis bfown. Bill, 1^, fcft and in male blackuh 
brown, in female somewhat paler. 

J910. Van Hflsselt*s Sonbird. Xectarinia sperata bfosiUana 
(Gmclin) 

Cerihia brasitiana Gmclin, 1788, Syst. Nat, 1 : 474 
» (Brarilia rrorr Java) 

^ Baker, FBI No. 1281, Vol. 3: 400 
Plate 99, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 9 cm (3J in.). 


Wing 

cffli 44-50 

9 9 42-46 
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field characters. Male. Above , crown metallic grem. Upper back 
blacL Rump and sboulder-patch metallic purple-blue. Tad and wmg 
bLckish. Behw , throat metalUc purple. Breast and upper belly deep maroon- 
crimson. Rest of underparts sooty broum. on belly 

™ R^id-t: .3PP-''‘'y f " 

region. Affects forest and gardens and ^ “d'mXto Sumatra 

Ranges east 

and Borneo. The species extends east to the Bhilippmes an 
"TiwRAL BABim. Typical of the sunbirds, cf 1917. 

FOOD. ‘ Feeds almost exclusively on nectar (Jauine). ^ 

VOICE and CALLS. Call-note, a feeble chp chp uttered as it Hies trom 

rSX’w». n..» .« 

J \' idiJicaiionZ ’, 2 \ 9 ). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Tall 

12-13 2»-29 mm 

^9 45-50 IG-17 (Baker, MD) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 'Iris brown. Bill, legs and fee. black. 

Nectarinia lotenia (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Sobspedes 

K 1. lotewti 

targer, bill usually 30 mm or °ver - • • ■ 

Smaller, bill usually less than 30 mm .••A- 

r a- At.r^onbreasted Sonbird. Ktctarima lolenia fnnduslamei 
1911. Ituhan Maroonbreasteo^™ 

' Cinnpie lotenla hivJusVevUus IVbistler, 1^, Spolia Ze>lanica 23: 199 

Cma>™i (Kumta, North Kanara) 

Baker, FBI No. 1277 (part), Voh 3: 394 

Plate 99. fig. 9 „ rr.™:! 

7««. » — or-''. 

Madurai). , 13 cm (5 in.) including long bill. 

T SIZE. Sparrow -;k^P^j_-J^3^^-^j\^;,h^,„„g,aIcnder,dec^^^ 

field 


. Above, 
green 


kCvEW». ^ 


8 NECTARINIIDAE 

nctallic green and purple changing to metallic purple on breast. A dark 
riroson or maroon band across breast and bright yellow lulls on sides of 
ireast, at ‘ armpits Rest of undcrparls sooty broivn. 

Female. aLy, dull olive. Tail blue-black widt while Ups. Belvj, 

"Si'e'^bnThW yriiow feather-tufts at male’s armpit arc creeled in sexiul 
ujhy to such an extent as to be strikingly conspicuous even on a rear view 

tr 20°N 1. Occurs in the Iqw country and hills up to c. IWW ( 1 



\indtistffvca ( 19 **)' 


rra fetbu'e (tg I’)- 


a replaced by X. rttnlmo above r. 1200 m. 

: we"ll-wood^ but feirly es-rrgrren 

shrubs, gardens <n.Itwation. (B,tu). 

; svhem it occurs it o confmrf Rawer to /lp«rr 

X KAJiris. Keeps singly w "PI ^di their esrl"”''' '"’ll T 
sf necLir. Parasitic lorMthus dum^ budt 

mvers are particularly .he long mbuUr corollas 

a pinch sriih the mbular tongue (common to 

specially adapted bill flower-stalk or an adjaemt 

M femily). Usually al.g^ ^ peuh or otherwise unsuitable 
; for die puipose, but vdU tale short-cot to th- 

precludes feeding in the normal way. 




661 


HANDBOOK VOLUME 10: 29-32 


SUNBIRDS . 29 

nectary through a hole pierced at the base of the cal)^^ \% imctimcs 
also hover momentarily above or in front of such flowers, like a iiawk-moth, 
and shoot the suctorial tongue rapidly back and forth, well beyond the 
bill-tip, to reach the nectar. 

Displt^, As in 1912. 

FOOD. Nectar of many species of flowers, in particular LoTemthus^ Lantma, 
Erythrina and Sdmalie. Also spiden and tiny insects. 

“ VOICE and calls. Call-note, a sharp, metallic cfdi, efat. Song chenciu 
cheexmt-cheewit quickly repeat^ two to six times Com an exposed branch 
as the bird pivots from side to side and nervously raises and lowers his 
wings, erecting the bright yellow pectoral tufts (SA). See also 1912. The 
female has a soft sub-song. 

BREEDiNO. Season, not ■well defined. CMefiy March to May but nests 
may be found in every month. Nest, a pear-shaped or oval pouch made of 
fine fibres, grass, moss, small leaves, roots and other material, lined vdth 
vegetable down or wooL The entrance is protected by a protruding porch. 
Nest distinguishable from that of other sunbirds by the comparative lad: 
of cobweb in exterior construction; outside very untidy, covered wth moss, 
dead leaves, caterpillar frass and oddments loosely attached and often 
hanging below the nest in a ragged tail. Suspended on a twig e, 3 metres 
or more above the ground, usually in the shady interior of some lairly 
dcnsc-foliaged tree (Betts). Other nests however are wedged bet\veen t^vigs 
or creepers or btult in a Tna« of spider webs and have been found in busbes 
as low as 50 cm above the ground. One has been observed dose to the nest 
of red ants {Oecophylla), apparently in peaceful co-cadstcrice with the vidous 
insects. Eggs, 2, bro^vnish white >rith dull brown spots at the small end, 
passing into large blotches and forming a cap at the large end. Average 
size of 50 eggs 17 X 12 mm (Baker). Building of nest by female accompanied 
by male fiying back and forth and singing in the neighbourhood. Incubation 
by female only but male risits nest. Period 15 days. Both parents feed the 
nestlings; young out' of nest fed mostly by male. 

Muxew Diagnosis. See Pldd Characters and Key to the Subspecies. Postnuptial 
moult from September to November, from metallic plumage to metallic plumage. 
No eclipse plxun^e.*^ 

Young, similar to female. Postjuvenal moult complete to adult plumage. 

UEASUKEUENIS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tdl 

(from skull) 

£?'(?' 56-60 27-29 15-16 36-^ mm 

9 9 53-56 26-28 14-16 32-35 mm 

(H\V, SA, Koelz) 

Wclght8ri'c?’fr-n;7 9 9 7-flg-SA. 

OOLOX7R3 or BARE PARTS. Iris bro3\Ti Of teddish brown. Bill black; mouth 
pinkish brown. Legs and feet homy black. 


* This, however, is ecjuivocaL Some males observed (and filmed) by SA in February 
in plumage identical with'that on N anatiu (1917) in eclipse, namely mote or less like 
female but with a broad black median band on underparts. See also Henry, 1935: 109 
(footnote). 
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1912. Ceylon Maroonbreasted Snnbird. Nectanina lotema loUnia 
(Linnaeus) 


Cerihia Loteida Linnaeus, 1766, Syst, Nat., cd. 12, 1 : 188 
(Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1277 (part), Vol. 3: 394 _ 

LOCAL NAUES. Rost sutikka (Sinhala); Thm-kudi, PL-kiiduhan (Tamil). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 13 cm (5 in.) including long bill. 

HELD CHARACTERS. As in 1911, q.V. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Sri I*anka in all 
zones, in the lowlands and hills up to c. 2100 m, more common below 
e. 1000 m. Affects open scrub, tea plantations and gardens. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1911. Al^ hunts insects among the foliage and 
petals of flowering trees, and spiders for which it searches tree-trunks. 

‘ Has a habit of continually jerking dae head to and fro * (Henry). 

Displegf. The male tightens all his feathers, looking strangely slim while 
his metallic colours gleam and scintillate. The bright yellotv pectoral tufts — 
normally hidden under the closed wings — are puffed out, and the bird 
flies about in a scries of deep loops singing all the \vhilc (Henry). ^ 

. FOOD. Nectar, spiders and soft-bodied insects. 

VOICE and gails. Call-note tivit or chit. Song, a pleasing tltti-titu-weecld 
weecM iveecH (Henry). 

BREEDING. Seoson, February to Llay in the low-country Dry zone, wth 
a second period from August to Decexaher in the hills and in the "^Vet zone. 
Nest, of two types: (1) pear-shaped suspended from die tip ofa tivig, (2) built 
in the interior of a large mass of spidcr-'webs usually in a b'ush or low tree. 
In the latter case (more common in the Dry zone) the female excavates a 
hole in the middle of the side of the cobweb mass, th^ presses out with 
her body a sufficiently large cavity and lines it first with a litdc fibre and 
bits of dead leaf to strengthen the walls and then with a generous amount 
of vegetable do^vn. The entrance is ncady finished off wth a small porch 
over it. The same nest may be used for sevoal successive broods (Phillips). 
Eggs and breeding activity as in 1911 . 

Museuu Diagnosis. Differs from hindastarnea (1911) in bring larger and ha'ving 
a longer bill. 


UEASUREUENTS 



Wing 

Em 

(from slcuE) 

Tarsus ' 

Tail 

c?cJ’ 

58-60 

30-32 \ 

14-15 

r 37-41 mm 

9 9 

COLOURS OF 

50-57 

BARE PARTS. 

30-31/ 

Asm 1911. 

1. 33-36 mm 
(HW) 


Nectarinia -juGULARis Linnacus 


Key to the Stxbi^iecies ' 

Page 

A Smaller; bill from skull usually 20 mm or less JV. j. pnstlia 33 

B Larger; bill from skull usually 21 mm or more 
a Uppeipaxts olivc-browTi, forccrown usually ■^vitbout metallic coloiv 

' Nj. endamcmcc 31 

b Upperparts olive, forecrown usually with metallic purple JV.j. Lfeirt 32 
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1913. Andaman Olivehacked Srmbird. Neetarinia jugtdaris andamonka 
(Hume) 

Arcehneehthra emdamanlca Hume, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 404 
(Andaman group) 

Baker, FBI No. 1285, Vol. 3; 404 

LOCAL NASOS. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FiEiD CHARACTERS. Male. Abovt, oUvc-brown. Tail black %sTdi whitish 
tips. Below, throat and breast metallic purple and blue-green bordered on 
breast with a rusty band. Pectoral tufts bright yellow; rest of underparts 
pale yellow. In eclipse plumage like female but with a dark gular stripe. 

Female. Above, olive. Tail dark b^o^^•n wth whitish tips. Below, pale 
yellow, brighter on belly. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident in the Andaman 
Islands. Affects forest, scrub ‘and coastal mangroves. 


Nectorinlo Juguforfr 



Distribudonal ranges \ eririnarica (1913), pitstlia 

3 llassx (1914), 4 cztralimitaJ subspeaes. 


Erfrelteritri. Numerous subspecies in the Indochinese countrieSj’Malaysia, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Nov Guinea, the Solomon Islands and Queenv 
land, Australia. 

GENERAL HABITS. ThoSC of thc gCnUS. 

FOOD. Nectar [lercUfcuspp., Fhndcna coloratc, Mojinga oldfera. Hibiscus 
ipp. and cocxraut (Coccj nudferd) specifically recorded]. Presumably* also 
sj^ers and small insects. 
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VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDING, lyfown, Januaiy-Fcbruary and May to July. Nest, hung from 
some twig or grass stem, often close to the groimd, less frequently at some 
considerable height up in a shrub or tree. The oval purse is made of gras^, 
bark, cocoons, moss, lichens, bits of leaves and vegetable fibres, and lined 
%vith fine grass and vegetable down; similar to that of A*, asiatica but smaller 
and neater though many nests have miscellaneous rubbish hanging about 
and below them. Eggs 2, pale greyish white to pale bro^^m, mottled over thc 
whole surface with various shades of brown; markings very \*ariable. 
Average size of 46 eggs I6'6 X 11*5 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnoso. Male differs from l»th klossi and proselia in lacking 
(usually) an y metallic colour on fore c rown,- and in having the uppeiparts brown 
only ^Intly tinged with olive. Metallic plumage on breast and sides of throat blue- 
green rather-than purple-blue. Abdomen pale yrilow (r. bright ydlow), separated 
from metallic of breast by a narrow rusty band. Pectoral tufts bright yellow 
(p. orange-yellow) ^ID]. 

Female differs in being browner, not olive abo\*e, and paler yellow below. 

MEASUREMENTS 




^Ving 
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COLOUM 07 

BARE PARTS. 

Iris brown. Bill, legs 
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1914. Nicobar Olivcba^cd Sosbird. Nectarimajugulcris klossi 
(Richmond) 

ArachiKhihraf klossi Richmond, 1902, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 25; 297 
(Great Nicobar) 

Cjriosionas peetordis hlenfordi'BsSccr, 1921, BulL BriL Om. CL 41: 71 
(Kondol Is., Nicoban) 

Baker, FBI Nos, 1282 (part) and 1283. VoL 3: 401-2 
Plate 99, fig. 5 

ix>CAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; lengdi e, 10 cm (4 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, oUve, usually with metallic purple 
forccrown. Below, throat metallic purple (centre), metallic purple-blue 
(sides and breast). Belly bright yellow. Pectoral tufts orange-yellow. 

Female. Above, olive. Below, ydlow, 

STATUS, DBTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Common resident in the Nicobar 
Islands, except Car Nicobar (where replaced by pnselia). Affects forest, 
scrub and coastal mangroves. 

Extralimilal. Sec 1913. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and 'VOICE. As in 1913, q.V. 

breeding. As in 1913. Nest usually in mangroves, overhanging water. 

Museum Diacnosb. DiSers from prsulsa in bring larger and ha^-ing a longer 
bilL For difiareaces from erJcnsdcc see 1913 (Museum Di^nosis). Rusty band 
between metallic breast and ydlow belly only faintly indicated or absenL 
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5 o’!? 


'Vins 

50-53 
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(fromshifl) 

21-23 


handbook volume 10; 33-36 


33 


Tanus 


14 


T»a 


30-32 mm 

COl^ITRS or BART PARTS. As IQ I9I3. 

1915. ^«t^S«iulcri,pn,s.l!a_ 

Ciimw ownU,pm,1in Obcrbchcr, 1923, Jour. 3VajIungtoa Acad. Sd. 13: 230 
I (Car Nicobar) " 

Baicr, rai No. 1282 (part). Vol. 3; 401 
loCAi KAUK. AptAa (Car Nicobar). 
sttE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 
held characteks. As in 1914, q.v. 

IsSTHabStaTgS" 

OEN'ERAL HABm and FOOD. As fu 1913. 

^ <«*>><= ‘"•ittering song uttered from an exposed 
perch while shghtly opening ivmgs and raising pectoral tufrs 
BB£SDmo. As in 1913. 

Mraim DiAonosn. Dlffm from both atjcrmmu;^ and Wasri in being .m.lW 
itrs " very dmilar to For difference, from 

ICSASUREUBKTS 

'Ving Bill Tama Tf^ 

(from sIcuU) 

5 d’d’ 47-52 18-19 \ r 3n_31 

2 9 9 47.49 („ne) 19/ « • { 33 . ^ 

COLOURS or BARR BARTS. As in 1913. ' 

Nectaiunia asiaticA (Latham) 

Key to tbe SabapeclM 


B Bill longer, usually over 18 mm 



page 

.2/. a. imrrwtru 

33 

. . a, asiatiea 

35 

a. intermedia 

37 


1916. Sistd Puxple Sonbird. Mtctarinia aiiatica branrostrit Blan/brd 
Jfalarina {ArubnKhllaa) irrrinirtrfr Blanfo'rd, 1873, Ibis; 86. 
((Persian) Baluchistan near Jasi] 

Baker, FBI No. 3280, Vol. 3; 399 

EOCAS. HAMM. SbUdf khori (Urdu) ; Dmiare (Sind) ; PbaOUti (Gujarati). 

size. Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (4 in,}. . 


NECTARINUDAE 

«HJ> tatARACTERs. As in 1917, q.v. 

STATUS, PisiRiBUTtos and habitat ■ 

Stan in coastal and ecntnd ilakr^’ “^'. common. Baluchi. 

PcshavMT, dte northern t?4 Sut?’ • ' 

Ncmrlnlacla.,^ ' ®“*-' of fr-c 



2 csislics (1917), 


Distributional ranges j trmrastm (rgi6), 

5 tntemeih (jplS). 

"•“'era Rajasthan: 

' “ race (191 7) east of these limits. In the hills 

alonvnver “• Afreets gardens, cultivation, tamarisb 

along nver beds, tbom and dry foret, 

,3'"!’.™™- «'«t to southern Iran and southeastern Arabia 

(Muscat). The species ranges east through the Indochinese countries 
uto^-noN. A summer t-isitor to the northern foothills and most of 
.^jab piams; ^ves hlarch or April according to altitude, departs end 
Augut or e^ly September (latest 1 7 Sept.). A few birds winter in the plains 
01 Tunjab. In Smd, partly a summer visitor partly resident, the winter 
^puIaPon mcreased by migrants from the north. May svintcr in tresfem 
India as far south as Londa (cf. Koelz, JBNHS 43: 22). 
general habits, tood and voice. As m 1917. 

BR^INO. Season, end March toJu}y. '^'est and rgf/ as in 1917. Clutch 
size 2 or 3. Average size of 30 eggs 16-7 X 11 -6 mm (Baier). 

^ Museum ^gnosis. Lite asialica (1917) but bfll shorter. Abosv ralher more 
gro. Reddish brown pectoral band often absenL Fonale Jile asiatiea but paler. 
BiU tbortcr. 

URASUREUEKtS 

'Ving Tamu Till 

<?'9 55-37 35-36 34^5 mm 

, ' (Baker) 
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36 


NECTARINIIDAB 



Bill(&omskulI) d*? 34-36,mort3yi5inm(HlV}»3 y y fram3LQ<ii9-20iizffl(MI>}* 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As m 1917, 

191 7. Todtan Parple Sonbird. ,\eciarifua asiatica asiadea 
(Latham) 

CtTthia estate Latliam, 1790, Index Om. 1 : 283 (India ^ Gurgaon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1278, Vol. 3: 396 
Plate 99, bg. 10 

LOCAL riAKES. /Told pidda (Punjab); Shdkdr khord, Phil nongfd (Urdu, Hindi); 
Fhulekdkli (Gujarati) (Bhagalpur); S'of (CbotaNagpur};CAumhf (M&rathi); 

Kwpp<m tenkili (MaJa)'alam) ; Thena’PittS (Tdugu) ; Thia-kudi, P^idiAaa (Tamil) ; 
SStikkd^ Gewal JsuruUa (Sinh^), 

SUE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD caiARACTERS. Male, breedmg. Abovf, metallic dark blue and 
purple. Below, throat and breast metallic purple, 
sides blue-grccn. Belly’ dark purple separated 
from breast by a narrow, inconq)icuous reddish 
brovra band. Pectoral tufts bright yellow and 
scarlet. At a distance the bird appears all black. 

^ * Male, non-breeding (or c^psc piumage). 

Above, pale olive-brown ^vith ^lackhh wings and tail. Below, yclCw widi a 
broad blue-black band do^m middle of throat and breast. - ‘ 

N3. Males in breeding as wcB as non-breeding plumage may be seen 
at almost any season. 

Female. Above, olive-brown. Below, dull yellow. Pfrtinguished from 
similar female Puipicrumpcd (1907), often found aloo^ide, by uniform 
y^oi^^ imdcrparts (r. ashy thr^t contrasting with yellow breast), 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnoN and habitat. Gotmnon and wid^read resident 
subject to local movements. Thc'whole of India (cast of the range of5fm- 
Tostris) from the Himalayan foothills (Ihmjab to Sikkim) south to Kanya- 
kumari, and Sri Lanka in all zones. ^t«gradcs iridj hlermedta in BengaL 
A summer visitor to Punjab (March to September) and the IFCmalayan 
foothills (up to c. 1200 m in Kangra, 141W m in Nepal, locally to 1700 m). 
In the Iiills of soudicm India generaliy up to r. 900 m, in the hfadurai 
district to c. 1600 m, in the NHgiris to 2400 m (^fichols, JBNHS 44: 406). 
In Sri T.ar>ka occurs at aU altitudes in winter but the majority breed in 
the lowland diy zon^ leaving the hills early in December and nefunimg 
in July (Phillips). Affects .light deciduous ibrest, semi-cultivation, gardens 
and compounds. 

Local rtovmerUf. A male ringed at Bharatpur, 5iii.J968, was recovered 
three years later, on 30iu.I97J. at Dchra Dun, c. 350 km north — pre- 
stunahly moving tip to its annual summer quarters. 

GENERAL HABITS, Very siimlar to those of Pmplerumped and Maroon- 
breasted sunbirds (1907, 191 1), qq.v. Keeps sin^y or in pahs. Lwcpamblc 
from flowering trees and loranthus clumps in gardens, orchar^ and the 
countryside. Praha into Mosjotns of a v.4de variety of tores and shrubs with 
the specially adapted nectar-eating hill and tongue and play* af important 
tolein cross-pollinating many spedes. Along ivith othersunb^ it rt “nmpt 
the chief poffioators of frie ' explosive ’ loranthus flowrn. Individuiri birds 
not imco^only seen hav^ gnats in the flycatcher manner, but an 


unusual gathering of 40 or 50 once observed energetically catching midges 
5>yanning o\*cr a stagnant stream. Scvctal birds at a tune would spring up 
in the air from the bordering shrubbery and snap up tlic minute insects; 
or they would launch out horuontally for a distance of 15 metres or so 
o%-cr the svatcr and hover and rigiag and tsvisl and turn in agile pursuit 
returning to the perch after each capture, evincing extraordinary acuity 
of v^oa (SA). 

JDispli^. The male, srith slightly raised head and perched in front of the 
female, flutters his partially opened srings to display the pectoral lofts, 
singing the while. For further dclaUs sec A. R. K. Das, Pavo 2 : 72, 1964. 
Also displays by hovering vertically in the ah, his wings beating so rapidly 
as to show only as a blur, svhlle the pectoral plumes stand out in front of 
them like a bbLC. For a few seconds this attitude is mamtamed, then sWth 
a flick of his svings he is away, only to return in a few moments and repeat 
the performance (Baker), 

FOOD. Nectar of loranthus and many other flowers. For a Iht of some 
of the more commonly patronized species sec SAlim AU, 1931 and 1932. 
Very fond of the fleshy blossoms of ndiowa (Afadb:/ca i/tdko) and the sugar)* 
exudation from Botassus palms tapped for toddy. Small spiders and trisects are 
also taken, cq5ecially svhen rearing young. Among the insect items spcciflcal/y 
recorded in stomach contents arc Tincid and Geometrid h^rvac, weevils 
{Afjllocenusp.), bugs (Qrdrmsw^’faT)> Jassids and small flics (Mason & Lcfwy, 
1912). For notes on feeding habits, sec A- R. K. Das, 1963, Pavo 1 : 60-65, 

VOICE and calls. Call-notes, a single chip and a frequenUy uttered, 
-loud ehweef (Henry). Song, usually given by male from the topmost t»«g 
of a leafless tree ora telegraph wire, an cxdtcd ehentiUh/rwif . . . repeated 
rapidly tivo to six limes while the bird pivots from side to side and nervously 
raises and Imstrs his wings, fiaimting the brilliant crimson and )*clIow 
pectoral tufts erected laterally. Approaches singing perch wifri a curious 
Jjovering flight wdih tail well expanded (SA). Male in non-breeding plumage 
often utters a low twittering sub-song which goes on for a long time withoui 
any appreciable pause * invariably in the afternoon hours * (NecUkantan). 
Song may be heard the >'car round. Main period in Nepal February to 
early June and Septcmbcr-Octobcr (Proud). 

breedino. Season, varies according to climate and altitude, rijirily in the 
dry season though nesting has been reported in nearly c^'cry month. In 
Nepal Valley breeds eWefly in June; in Har^Tma from M^h to June,* m 
roost parts of the Peninsula from Fcbrtxary to June, starting e\*en earltef 
in the soutli. Two broods arc commonly raised. In Sri Lanka 
January to June, occasionally till September, 'riih a p«k ' 

A'crr, an oblong purse of soft grass and fibres, small to-cs, ^ ^ ^ 

etc., untidily draped on the outside with pieces of Iwfk, catefpi ^ 
pings, bits of paper, string and other rubbhh; mojt ncstJ have a p" ' ^ 

proton c^■a Sc entrance. Vsually svspcnM oo a tvuT ^ 
of metres Coin the ground; occadonalil op to »« metres. e - 
hung from the trellis-Mork of vemniis, or cro^r. f?T!fw Le 
or from the fleshy thorny leaves tif prickly »n<l 

found hanging from a bush growing in a 'ijjc nest 

R half below ground Ic\-cl. D^iie the crux! frek of toncealmra , 
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o(len escapes notice as it may easily pass for a casual wind-blown coDection 
of cobwcte and rubbish. Nests frequently fotmd within the greyish flocculent 
nest masses of the gregarious Eresid spido" SUgodjphis saxantumeti, and 
perhaps other species, in thorny trees and hedges. The nest is completely 
enveloped by the adhesive cobweb fabric except for the entrance-hole, 
thus enjoying additional cryptic value and concealment, Exaimnadon of 
such nests has failed to rcvtal conclusively whether the bird chooses the 
cobweb mass for building within, or whether the spider builds over an 
old nest which the bird uses again for the second brood as seems more 
probable (sec Bombay J^ewsUtin for Birdwalchers, June 1963, p. 2 and 
August 1963, p. 7). Some unusual sites recorded: Punkah-pulling rope (GUI, 
JBNHS 29: 967), hanging electric wire of portico lamp in rcgula- use 
(Shipp, ibid. 28: 1136), rafter in veranda (Bates, ibid. 31: 282), pendent 
fimh-tank chain in temporarily disused lavatory (Joseph George, ibid. 54: 
943), pocket of nightgown and fold in canvas drying on a clothes line 
(Munidasa, ibid. 66: 169-71, and Ceylan Bird Cbih ^olts. May 1968). For 
details on building method sec Joseph George, JBNHS 55: 420-28. 
normally 2, sometimes 1 or 3, greyish white with chocolate streaks tending 
to form a band around the large end. Average size of 100 eggs 16*3 X 11*6 
mm (Baker). Female alone coUects materials and builds nest, sometimes 
accompanied to and fro by male; exceptionally male may also help; 
building may take from six days to three weeks. Incubation, starting with 
first egg, by female alone*, period 14 or 15 days. Nestling period 13 to 17 
days. Feeding of nestlings and sanitation by both parents though in some 
cases the latter chore apparently done by. female only. Two successive 
broods often reared in the same nest. For further details on breeding biology 
sec Das (1964, 1966). Brood-parasitism by Plaintive Cuckoo, Cccomaniis 
m. passninuT (584) recorded — M. Suter,'I945, JBNHS 45(2): 235. 

hlcsrxnc Diackoso. Sec Field Characters and Key to the Subspeaa. 

Prenuptial moult No\’embcr to February. Postnuptial moult complete, mostly 
July to December. 

Young, like female. Postju venal moult complete or wing not moulted till 
prenuptial moult. 

MEAstmaueNTS 


Wing 

BUI 

Taraus 

TaU 


(from skull) 



54-60 

20-22 

14-16 

31-38 mm 

51-56 

’ 20-22 

14-15 

29-34 mm 


(HW) 

Wright 3 erd* (March-April) 6-9-8-6 g (GD). 10 d’e? (July) 7-11 (av. 8-2); 
8 9 9 (July) 5-10 (av. 8) g — SA 

COLOURS or BAXC PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs and feet brownish black; 
mouth pinkish ^’cllow. 

/ 

1918. Assam Purple Sonlrird. JVrctflrima enotica tntenncdta (Hume) 
Araehmekthra intfmedia Hume, 1870, Ibis: 436 fllppera) 

Baker, FBI No. 1279, Vol. 3: 398 

tocM, NAUEs. ThUn^thuidf Meaufamg (Boigal). 
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SIZE. Sparrow — ; lengdx c. 10 cm (4 in.), 
riEID CHARACTERS. As in 1917, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Assam and Bangla- 
desh, from the plainflo c. 1400 m, exceptionally 1 500 m- Habitat as in 1917. 
Extralimlal, Ranges cast to the Indochinese Peninsula. 
general habits, food and voice. As in 1917. 

BREEDiNO. drarort, January to June with a peak in April, ^esi vid eggs, 

as in 1917. Average rizc of 35 eggs 15*9 X ll'S mm (B^cr). 

Museum Dxacnoss. Differs from esictiea (1917) in having the upperparts, 
chin and throat more violet-ptirplc. Female like esiaiiea but darker abos*c and ridier 
yellow below. 


UEA5U1U31£N7a 

H’ing 

Bni 

TaU 



(fxtjm skiill) 


<?(? 

53-59 

19-22 

34-40 mm 

99 

50-55 

19-20 

30-35 mm 


(HW) 


colours or BARE PARTS. As in 1917. 

Genus Aethopyoa Cabanis 
Aeihofyge Cabanis, 1851, Mus. Hrin- 1: 103. 

Type, by original designation, A. siporaja s= Certhts siporaje RaSes 
Bill slightly longer than head, curved. Culmen ridged- Nostril bare, longitudinal, 
cperculattd- Tail mu^ graduated, ctattsal tectricts (In male) projecting far beyond 


the rest. Sexes very different. 

Key to the Species 

Males Page 

A C hin and throat scarlet A. siperaja ^7 

B Chin and throat dark, not scarlet 

1 Central rtt:triccs red ^ A.igmcm^da 50 

2 Central rcctrices metallic g r een - A. mpdmsis 

' 3 Central rectrices metallic purple 

a Sides of head crimson A. govldiae 38 

b Sides of head blade A.setsrata 44 

Females 

A Crov«m grey; a yellow band across lump > 

1 Belly ydlow contrasting with grey breast and throat. . . .A. gotddice 38 

2 Underparts greyish olive A. saSurata 44 

B Crown olive; no yellow band across rump 

3 Outer rcctrices not tipped with white A. tgnleauda 50 

4 Outer re ctri ces lipped with white 

a Tail under 40 mm; lower mandible pale brown A. Aperaja 47 


• b Tail over 40 mm; lower mandible dark brown to black 

A. idpalensis ■ 41 

Aethopyoa couldiae (Vigors) 

Key to Sobepecan 

, A Breast scarlet %A, g. dahiyii 41 

B Breast yellow 

1 Yellow darker *A,g, goMiae 39 

2 Yellow paler ••••••••d, uslola 40 
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1919. Mrs Gould’s Simbird. Aethopijga goxddias gouldiae 
(Vigors) 

Cini rfr i s Gouldiae Vigors, 1831, Proc- 2^1. Soc. London; *44.^ 
(Hiznala)’an mountains = Simla-Almora area, vide 'Ilcchuist & IVhlstIcr, 1924, 
Ibis: 471) 

Baker, FBI No. 1269 (part), Vol. 3; 385 

Plate 99, fig. 8 / 

LOCAL NASOS. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length 9 c. 10 cm (4 in.) ; cf c. 15 cm (6 in.) including 
long tail. 

FIELD C21ARACTERS. Malc. Above, croisTi, car-coverts and a patch on 
sides of neck metallic purple-blue; sides of head, neck, supcrcilium, nape 
and back crimson; rump bright yellow; upper tail-coverts and upper surface 
of metallic purple-blue. Tail graduated, outer rcctrices brown tipped 
wnth huffish, ccnti^ rcctrices greatly elongated. Below, throat metallic 
purple-blue. Rest of underparfs yellow streaked irith scarlet on breast and 
tinged wth olive on ^’cnl. 

Female. Abpve, bead and nape grey. Rest of upperparts olive, yellowish 
on rump. Below, throat pale grey. Rest of underparts yellow. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Rcsidcnt, subject to vertical move- 
ments, locally common. The Himala>’as from the Sutlej VaUc>' cast to 
Arunachal Pradesh (Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 366). Breeds between 18()0 and 



d! Distributional ranges x goulSae (*919). a isolate (19^0), 


3 dab ^ (1921). 

SZOO m, in Nepal tq) to 36(X) in. \Viibdravv‘5 from the higher lc\*els in. winter 
but observed as hi^ as 2700 m in Nepal in the coldest weather; in Bhutan 
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and Bengal (Jalpaiguri dist.) reaches the base of the hills in. the cold season. 
Affects deciduous forest, cspedally oak, and fhc lower coniferous zone. 

Extralijmtal. Extends east to southwestern Szechuan. The species ranges 
cast to Hupeh, Kwangsi and the Indochinese countries, 

GENERAL HABITS. S imilar to Other sunbirds*. A very active and vivacious 
spedcs, restlessly searching blossoms for nectar on budies and shrubs as 
well as among parasitic plants up in lofty forest trees. 

FOOD. Nectar, insects, spiders. 

VOICE and calls. Common notes rendered as a scissors-like tdUdL 
BREEDINO. As 5n 1920. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from tsolala (1920) in bring darker yellow on breast 
and rump. For identification of females see Key to the Species. 

Juvenile like female but tail not so graduated ncu: dps so whitish (CBT). 
Fostjuvenal moult complete. Adult plumage hrid till post-breeding moult; no 
eclipse plumage. 

MEASUREMENTS 



IS'ing 

BUI 

(Cram skull) 

Tamu 

‘ Tafl 

<?(? 

52-58 

20-25 
(once 27) 

15-18 

60-86 mm 

99 

48-52 

20-22 

14-15 

35-47 mm 


(Baker, SA) 

Weight 5 d'd’ 6-5-8; 2 9 9 4, 6 g (SA). 

coLmms or bare parts. Iris reddish brown to crimson. Bill dark brown, lower 
mandible paler. Legs and feet dark brown. 


1 920. Mamipur Yellowbadced Sixnbird. Aethop^ga gouldiae tsolala 
Baker 

Aethopygo gcuUice isotela Baker, 1925, Bull. Brit. Om. 0. 46: 13 
(Manipur) 

Aethepyga gouldiae vuUtteeKo^z, 1954, Contnb. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1;21 
(Mt Victoria) 

Aeihepyga gotildiee troefaleidea .Koriz, 1954, Gontrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, 
No. 1:21 (Blue Mountain, Lmhal HUh) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 1269 (part) and 1270, VoL 3: 385, 386 
LOCAL NAMES. Kone r e c orded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length 9 f. 10 cm (4 in.) ; <? r. 15 cm (6 in.) induding 
long taU. 

FIELD characters. As in 1919, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon resident, subject to 
seasonal movements. Assam south of the Brahmaputra, Nagaland,' Manipur 
and the hills south to the Chittagong Hill Tracts, chiefly bctwc«i 900 
and 24(X) m. Affects ever g re en forest and dedduous scrub jungle. 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and %*OTCX. As in 1919. 

BREEDING. Season, April through June. Akrt, a pear-shaped structure 
of vegetable down, g reen moss and cobvixb, su^;>ended from the end of a 
twig rather low down on bushes or brambles. The cc^e of the entrance. 
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wliich is about two-^iirds of the way up, is reinforced so as to form a firm 
rim. Eggs, generally 2, sometimes 3, white freckled with small blotches of 
pale reddish brown, slightly more numerous at the larger end. Average 
sizeoflOeggs 14*6 x H *2 mm (Baker). Building of nest and care of young 
by both sexes. 

Mxotum Diagnosis. Differs from gotddicg (1919) in being a paler yellow on 
rump and breast, and in being slighdy smaller. Female indistinguishable in colour. 

UEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

Bdl 

Tanus 

Tail 


(from skull) 


* 

51-56 \ 

£.20 

f. 14 


47-51 / 

^62-69 


99 

, (Koelz, Baker) 

Weight cf cf 6-7 g (SDR). 

colours of sare parts. Iris bro^vn. Bill blackish. Legs blackish brown, feet 
a little paler; soles dingy yellowish to hoary grey. 

1921. Dabry^s Sunbird. Aethopyga gouldiae dahryti 
(Verreaux) 

Nectarinia Dah^i Verreaux, 1867, Rev. Mag. Zool. 19; 173, pi. 15 
/ (Tu-tsicn-leou, Sctchuan O.) 

Baker, FBI No. 1271, Vol, 3: 387 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. ’ 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length 9 e. 10 cm (4 in.); cP 15 cm (6 in.) including 
long tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1919 but brcast scarlet instead of yellow. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Presumably a winter visitor from 
western China. Recorded in extreme eastern Nagaland (Ripley, 1953, 
JBNHS 61: 693), in Manipur (sight record, Hume, SF 11: 81), and in 
North Cachar (Baker, KBI 3: 388). between 1200 and 1800 m. 

MIGRATION. In adjacent Burma this formhas been recorded from January 
to March. 

OENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1919. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

MosEtnx Diagnosis. Differs from/ both gouldiae (1919) and isolata (1920) in 
having a scarlet breast. Metallic colour of crown and throat more lilac or purple 
than blue. 


MEASUREMENTS 


7 


Wing 

53-59 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1920. 


Tail 

75-76 mm 
(Mayr) 


Aethopyoa NiPALENSis (Hodgson) 

Key to the Subapectes 

A Back with only a trace of crimson^brown 

B Back with a broad crimson-brown band 

1 Bill from skull 23 mm or less A.n. nipaUnsis^ 

2 Bill from skull 24 mm or more 



Page ^ 

..,A. n. hcrsJUldi 

42 

...A.n. nipaUnsis 

43 

A.n. koelzi 

44 


1922. Western Yellowbadked Sunbird. Aclhopyga nipaUnsis htT:^l£ 
(Blyth) 

Cmnrrt# Horsjulat [lir} Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat Soc. Bengal 1 1 : 107, 

' nomen nudum 

Pfeetdrinia Eorsjitldi Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 12: 975 
(IBmalayas *=■• Mussoorec) 

Baker, FBI No, 1275, Vol. 3i 392 
LOCAL NAMES, None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length 9 r. 10 cm (4 in.) ; (Ji r. 15 cm (6 in.) including 
long tail. ' 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1923, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon resident, subject to 
vertical movements. The western Himalayas from Mussoorec to western 

Atihopyga nfpo/ensh 



Nepal (where it intergrades with nipalensts), between 600 and at least J 800 
m. Affects gardens and forest. ' 

GENERAL HABITS, POOD and VOICE. ■ in 1923. 

BREEDING. Unrecorded, probably as in 1923, 

Museum Diagnosis. Male, like nipdmsis (1923) but back and s.d« of n«k 
olive-yellow with only a trace of maroon along the margin of the metallic green 
of hindneck; hardly any trace of scarlet on breast. 

MEASUREMENTS. As in 1923 but bill averaging I or 2 mm shorter. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1923. 


SUNBIRPS 

1923. Nepal YeUowtackedSunbird. Mhopyga nipalcnn, mpaltnsis 
(Hodgson) 

tpal,rotriclodtoC3iandraEinP«s,«n^a ^ (Darjaing) 

Plate 99, ftg. H 

e. 10 ctn (4;„.)l t. . .5 ent (6In.) including 
ue-green, borde^d on upper “gr^n.^R^^ bright 

Female olive-green, outer to vertieal 

STATUS, DisTKiBUTtON and HABITAT, o j, J fg pa^ceUng and 

ovemenls. The central breeding above this altitude 

■mcauda, saturala and nparaja may a -hiUrr soecics * but Gould’s 

a flowering L^esceptrum. CaryopUm and suchlike species . 

unbird is never found with them (Proud). 

FOOD. Mainly necter. described as khiss (high) 

VOICE and CALLS. tlfl’ Song period in Nepal February 

. , ichtss-iss-tss^-us (low-nsmg-high) [Listcrj k 

I mid June (Proud). ' • „ of vegetable 

BREEDINO. Season, chiefly May ^d J • avilhin a couple of 

■pper back, and from koela “ « .^^kX graduated and the pale 

’^young. like adult female b“‘ o^breasL Pmtjuvenal moult 

measurements ... Tarsus . 

Wing ' 

(from skull) j- Sa-70 snm 

51-58 20-23 \ - t. 15 „un 

oo 47-52 20-22/ (BB) 


44 NECTARINIIDAE 

COLOURS or BARE FARW. Irij rcddiih brown. Bill, legs and feel dark brown. 
Soles grey. 

1924. Eastern Yellowbacked Sunbird. Aeth&pyga mpaUnsis helzi Ripley 

Aeaopygo nipoltnsis koeUi Ripley, 1940, Proc. Biol.'Soe. Waihington 61 : 106 
(Dcning-Drcyi trail, Miihmi Hilli, NE. Anam) 

Atthopyga nipalemis siphyi Koelr, 1952, Jour. ^1. Soc. India 4: 43 
(Mawrynglcncng, Khali Hilll) 

Baker, FBI No. 1274 (part), Vol. 3: 391 

LOCAL «AME5. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow -J length 0 r. 10 cm (4in.): tJ>t. IScm (6 m.) mcludmg 

long tail. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1923, q.V. vp«Ttif'»l 

STATUS, DirntmunoH and imbitat C^on resident subject ^ 

movements. Bhutan iWehal f ^ 

E-T8?0:nd^28»r.:reV -ching the duars in w4„ter. Alfect. 

Yunnan =u,d northern Vietnam. 

Other subspecies in the indochmese countries. 

OENERAL HAnm, FOOD and VOICE. As m 1923. 

“LIbl dL fmm ai^lmn. (1923) only In hasang a longer hill. 


measurements 

Wing 

BUI 

To ITUS 

Tail 


(from skull) 


r 58-64 mm 

(?cP 53-57 

25-26 \ 

e. 15 

\ 41-46 mm 

p 9 50-52 

22 (1) / 


(SDR, MD) 

Weight ri-V S-5-l-i S (SDR) J 4 P P 6-6-5 g (SA). 



ight2d'<i'6-5,8;‘4 9 9 5-6g(GD,SA). 


COLOUKJ V* ........ 

Aethopvoa saturata (Hodgson) 

Key to the Sabepecle* 

Leas richly coloured ^ ^ 

More richly coloured 

1925. Himalayan BlaclbreaRted SnaMrd- Aethopygo ssMila 
(Hodgson) 

Cinayris SoIvTala Hodgson, 1836, lad. Rct. I (7)^” (‘'’'"P ^ 

Baker, FBI No. 1272 (part), Vol. 3: 383 
PUte 99, fig- H 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc TCtordcd. \.ji, 15 cm ( 6 im) including 

SUE. Sparrow - jlcngth V r. 10cm (4 m-Jld- <• 

elongated rectriccs. . ,„d MP=, 
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A narrow yellow band on rump. Upper tail-coverts and upper surface of 
tail metallic purple, the two central rcctriccs elongated. Below; throat and 
breast dull blacldsh, a broad metallic purple malar streak. Rest of underparts 
greyish olive. 

Female, a nondescript olive-green. Sec Key to the Spedes. 

STATUS, DBTRIBUTJON and HABITAT, Fairly common resident, subject to 
vertical movements. The Himalayas from Mussoorce east to Bhutan, 
from f. 450 m in vontcr (in Bengal and Bhutan to the base of the hills and 
adjacent duars) up to r. 1800 m in summer (in Bhutan up to 2000 m). 



GHIII Distribuuonal ranges x stOarola ( 1925 ), a cnamains ( 1926 ), 
3 extralimital subspedes. 


Withdraws from the lugher levels * for a couple of months in the coldest 
weather but is back and singing by the end of February * (Proud). Affects 
bushes in forest and outskirts of dense jungle, chiefly in the evergreen aone. 

CEjfERAL HABITS. TKosc of thc gcnus. Recorded visiting cherry blosoms 
in season; also cardamom flowers at ground IcvcL Along with other sunbird 
spedes is an unfailing attendant on the scarlet * cup and saucer * flo^^'c^s 
of Holmskjoldia. 

FOOD. Chiefly nectar. 

VOICE and calls. Undcsciibcd, Song period in Nepal February to mid 
July (Proud). 

BREEDINO, As Ul 1926. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from assamenns in being less richly coloured. 

Young, like adult female but tail not so graduated and white tips not so distinct. 
Postjuvcnal moult complete. No eclipse plumage (CBT). For identification offemalc 
see Key to the Spedes. 
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scEAimtEsaom 



^V!ng 

Bm 

(frotasluH) 

Tanui 

Td 

€?(? 

53-58 

20-25 

14-17 

63-81 mm 

99 

47-^9 

20-22 

14(1) 

32-37 mm 


(BB, SA, Sties., Rand & Fleming) 

Wdght 4 6-6*5 g (SA). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ttis btown. Bill brovmuh blade. Legs, feet and claws 


dark homy brown. 

1926. Assam Bladdsreasted Snnbxrd. Aethopj^a.sottnia essamensis 
(McClelland) 

Ci nnj r i s Atserrensis Mcdelland, 1839, Proc. Zool. Soc, London: 167 
(Assam, restricted to neighbourhood of Sadi>*a by Ddgnan, 1948, 

Jour. Washington Acad. Sd. 38: 22) 

Aelhofyfia saturata oriel Kodz, 1953, Jour. Zool. Soc, India 4: 154 
(near Nokrek, Garo Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1272 (part), Vol. 3: 388 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd, 

SIZE, sparrow — ; Icngdi 9 c, 10 cm (4 in.), o' 15 cm (6 in.) including 
elongated rcctriccs. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1925, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtrnoN and habitat. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments. Anmachal Pradesh, Assam south of thc Brahmaputra, Meghalaya 
and adjacent hills of Bangladesh, die Patkai Range, Nagaland and hlanipur; 
from the foothills to c. 1800 m. In North Lakhimpur district ‘ a resident 
throughout the plains * (Stevens). Affects dense evergreen and deciduous 
forest, scrub, secondary growth and open pasture land with scattered bushes. 

ExUaUndtal, Northern Burma to western Yunnan. Odicr subspedes in the 
Indodiinesc countries. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1925. 

BREEDINO. Season^ May to July. A/rrf, pear-shaped, made of dry grass, 
moss, fibre and cobAsTb, decorated outside \rith chips of dead weiod and 
bamboo leaves, lined with vegetable down; cntrancc-holc t^vo-thirds of 
thc way .up, ^vith a porch projecting 2 or 3 cm over it, sometimes ^^^th only 
a bare suggestion of a porch; nest usually attached to thin branches of 
bushes or creepers wthin a couple of metres from the ground, £ggx, 2 or 3, 
white, marked wth speda and spots and occasionally blotches of inky black 
with secondary ones of inky grey. Average size of25 eggs 14*6 X 11*3 rnm 
(Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Diffen from salrtrata (1925) in being more richly coloured. 

MEASiniEKENTS 



Wng 

Bill 

(from feathers) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d'd' 

51-55 

28-21 

c. 15 

69-77 mm 

9 9 

44-18 

18-19 


— mm 


(SDR, Kodz) 

Weight 9 5-6 g (SDR).k , 
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COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Itis brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brown. 

Aethopyoa siPARAjA (Rafflcs) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Page 

A Breast streaked with yellow A, s. rigorsix 49 

B Breast plain scarlet 

1 Crown riolet»purple A. s. nicoheriea 50 

2 Crown gre en 

a Paler.. A. s. sehaiae ' 47 

b Darker, more richly coloured A.s. lahecula 49 

1927. Indian Yellowbacked Sonblrd. Aethopyga siporaja sekeriae 
(TickcII) 

AVrterifttfl 5rAm« Tickdl, 1833, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 2: 577 
(near Seberia in Borabhdm) 

Attkepjga jipereja mvssocTuruis Baker, 1925, Bull. Brit. Om. O. 46: 12 
(Mussooric) 

Baker, FBI Nos- 1262 (part) and 1263, VoL 3: 378, 380 
Plate 99, fig. 13 

LOCAL NAME. Phulckuija (Dchra Dun). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length 9 c. 10 cm (4 in.), o' c. 15 cm (6 in.) including 
elongated rcctriccs. 

FIELD aiARACTERS. Male, adult. Above, croi>m metallic green. Sides 
of neck and back dark crimson. Rump bright yellow. Tail metallic green, 
the two central rcctriccs elongated, ^low, diin, throat and breast scarlet 
with metallic purple malar streaks. Belly yellowish olive. 

Female entirely olit-c, more yelJowih below’. 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnoN and habitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
mo\*cmcnt5. Thc Hiinala>*an foothills from Kangra cast to Sikkim thence 
south in thc plains of eastern Bihar (Pumea), northern Bengal (Inglis, 
JBNHS 26: 996) and western Bangladc^ (Rashid). Also occurs in the hills 
of thc northeastern Peninsula but the few records arc old and mostly ’un- 
dated: Allahabad, Mirzapur (U.P., Hume, SF 5: 122), Singhbhum (Ball, 
SF 7: 208), Schcria in Borabhum (t^'pe locality), Lohardaga (Ball, SF 2: 
396), Bamra (Orissa, spedmens 8 December — SA) and Balaghat (Madh>*a 
Pradesh, I April, D’Abrcu, JBNHS 22: 393). In thc HiinaIa>’3S o<xiirs 
up to c. 1200 m (Dhannsala, at this lc\’ei from March to August only), 
in Nepal up to e. 1800 m in summer, 1400 m in ^^•intcr. Affects gardens, 
orchards, grov’cs, scrub, sal and pine forest. 

GENERAL HABns. Ihosc of the genus. Usually found ringly, foraging 
among loranthus clusters, blossoms of a wide range of trees and shrubs, 
and garden flowers, hopping about energetically, clinging s?dcsva\’3, upside 
down and in all manner of acrobatic positions among the branthlcts and 
dashing from tree to tree. Large flowers (c.g. hibiscus and canna) arc 
pierced at thc base of die corolla for short-cut to thc nectar. Often ho\*ers 
in front of fiowTrs like a haw'k-moth to insert the suctorial tubtdar tongue 
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Aetftopygtf siparaja 



4 (1929a). 5 Extralimual subspecies. 


for thc sugary liquid. A predilection for bright crimson and scarlet coloured 
flo^^’c^s has been consistently noted. 

FOOD. Chiefly nectar; also insects and spiders. 

VOICE and calls. ‘ Call very like thc noise of scissor blades opening and 
shutting * (* S JL* in Whistler MS.). Song described as a chirping trill. 

BREEDING. As in 1928. Brood-parasitized by Emerald Cuckoo {CholciUs 
mocolabis, 586) — Baker, JBNHS 18: 278, 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to thc Subspecies. For details of plumage, sec 
Baker, loc. cit. 

Youngmalc, likefcmaletnitchinandccntreofihroatscarlet. Young female, 
ia:c adult femde but gitycr, not so yellow below. Postjus’caal moult complete. A 
c o m plete postnuptial moult about Ko%'cniber-Dcccmbcr (Rand & Fleming). Some 
body moult noted in March (BB). No eclipse plumage (CBT). 

MEASUREMENTS 

"Wing Bill Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

(foi 53-60 20-23*1 / 62-76 mm 

9 9 47-53 19-21/ \ 34-39 mm 

(BB, SA, Stres.) 

Weight 1 o' (Nov.) 7*5 g (BB). 4 d'd' (Manh) 6-4-7*9 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Iris dark brown. Bill: upper rnandible dark brown, 
black on basal third; lower mandible homy brown. Legs, feet and claws dark 
brown. 
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1928, Assam YeUowbaclced Stwbird. Aethofyga siparaia labccula 

(Horsfield) 

CimjTis labecula Horsficld,-l839 (1840), Proc, Zool. Soc. London: 167 
(Assam) 

Baker, FBI No. 1262 (part), Vol. 3: 378 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccoVdcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow - ;lcngth 9 c, 10cm (4 in.), cP c. 15 cm (6 in.) including 
elongated rectrices. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1927, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Gominon resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The eastern Himalayas in Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh and 
south through Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur and Bangladesh 
(east of the range of seheriae) south to the Chittagong region. Breeds from 
the foothills up to c. 1 800 m. More common in winter in the foothills and 
adjacent plains. Affects dense evergreen forest and open deciduous and 
scrub jungle. 

Extralimital. The species extends east to Kwangtimg, the Indochinese 
countries and the Philippines, and south to Celebes, Borneo, Sumatra and 
Java. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and' VOICE. As in 1927. 

BREEDING, SeosoKj April to July. JVw/, pear-shaped, -generally with a 
porch over the entrance ; made of vegetable down, rootlets, moss and scraps 
of grass and cobweb, more or less decorated on the outside with oddments. 

2 or 3, white or cream, marked with brown or reddish bro^vn specks, 
especially at the large end; very variable; for further details see Baker, 
J^idijication 3; 203. Average size of 31 eggs 15 •! X 11*4 mm. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from seheriae in both sexes being darker and more 
richly coloured above and below. * r 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1927. Tail ofl ^81 mm (SA). 

Weight o'!? 6-9; 1 9 6 g (SDR). ... ^ 

1929. Vigors’s Yellowbacked Snnbird. Aelkopyga riparaja vigorsii 

(Sykes) 

Cinnyris rVgoriu Sykes, 1832, Proc, iZool. Soc. London: 98 
(Ghauts, Dukhun) 

Baker, FBI No. 1265, Vol. 3; 381 

LOCAL NAME. Tinkili (Malayalam), 

SIZE. Sparrow ~ ; length 9* 10 cm (4in.), cP r. 15 cm (6 in.)Jncluding 

elongated rectrices. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1927 hut breast of male streaked with yellow. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. The Western 
Ghats complex from the Narbada river (SAlim AH, JBNHS 52: 788) south 
to North Kanara. Possibly jfarther south to Kerala, though not yet audien- 
tically recorded thence, and also the Nilgiris {^A^istler’s MS., based on 
sight records * near Ootacamund and lower down along the road, about 
900 m elevation, before reaching Gudalur fireb ^veek of September (J. 
Berlioz in litt. to HW; cf. also VOiseau, 1940, 10; 315)]. Affects wooded, 
preferably foothills country in evergreen and moist-deciduous biotope. 
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nectariniidae 


CENEI^ HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1927. Gall a sham, harsh bui 

hvelyc&^rtewreminiscentofthcBlacknapedMonarchFlycatchcr’sMWfi. 

azurea, 1465). ' 

September (monsoon). AVi( and eggs, as in 
1928.^ Nests commonly suspended from bushes growing out of and o\*cr- 
hangmg steep roadside earth cuttings in hilly country. 

Museum IhACNOsis. Differs from nhtriu in having the scarlet of breast strealed 
with yellow. For details of plumage see Baker, loc. cit. Some femalo haw the chin 
throat and breast dull orange-scarlet (SA, JBNHS 52 : 788). ’ 

MEASUREMENTS . 

Bill 


99 


Wing 

61-65 

54-57 


{from skull) 
23-27 "I 
21-24 J 


Tarsus 


15-16 


Tail 

r 50-58 mm 
\ 35-38 mm 
' (SA) 

Weight 2 7, 9; 2 9 9 7. 8 g (SA). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris pcd-bfown to crimson. Bill blackish, dark brown 
. below. Legs and feet dark brmvn to blackish. 


1929a. Nicobar Yellowbacked Sonbird. Aethopyga siparaja mcobarica 
Hume 

Aethopyga meoharica Hume, 1073, Stray Feathers 1 : 412 
(Kondul and Mcroe Islands, Nicobar Group) 

Baker, FBI No. 1261, Vol. 3: 377 
' LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ^ length 9 r. 1 0 cm (4 in.), cf r. 1 5 cm (6 in.) including 
elongated rectrices. 

FIELD CHARACTXRS. As in 1927, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Gommon resident. Great and Little 
Nicobar, Kondal and Meroc islands. Affects open country, outskirts of 
forest and coconut groves. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1927. 

BREEDiNO. Little recorded. Probably as in 1928. 

Museuxi Diagnosis. Differs from hbeeula in haWng the crouTi and tail violet- 
purple. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Tail 

(fc? 50-52 40-45 mm 

9 9 — 32-33 mm 

(MD) 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1927. 

1930. Firctailcd Yellowbacked Sonbird. Aethopyga ignicaudn igmeauda 
, (Hodgson) 

(Cinnyris) Ignicauda Hodgson, 1836, Ind. Rev. 1 (7); 273 
(Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1266, Vol. 3: 383 
Plate 99, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccorded. * 
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SIZE. Sparrow- ; length 9 r. 10 cm (4 in.), e. 15 cm (6 in.) including ' 

elongated rectrices. " - 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male, adult. Above, cro%vn metallic purp . 
of crown from eye, nape, back, upper tail-coverts and tail scarlet. Rump 
yellow. Wings olive. Throat metallic purple. Rest of underparts yellow, the 

breast washed with orange. . 

Identity unmistakable from the elongated central pair of bright crimson 

tail-feathers. 

Female olive, more yellow on rump and beliy.^ , . * * ,v i 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common restdent, su jee ° 
movements. The Himalayas from Garhwal east through Arunadial Pradesh, 
thence south through Nagaland, Manipur, Assam m the Cachar Jii Is, 
Meghalaya, and Bangladesh in Sylhet and Chittagong Hill Tracts (winter 

Aethopyga ignicauda 





Distributional ranges 

, imkuuda (into), * fircaerm (RE, Chin Hills). 

SalS* » «.»' V—. A~i«. 


52 ' ' NECTARINIIDAE 

BREEDINO. Scaion, April to June. AVs(, an oval structure with a sm^l 
entrance near the lop; made of mo« rootlets, 

with vegetable down, fine grass and fcathcis; suspended from a brancMet 
of dwarf bamboo or other bush ivithin a couple of metres from 
Eggs, 2 or 3, variable: pale violct-svhite covered with purplish ^ 

bfek-red with darker brick-red freckles 

brown blotches forming a broad ring at the largo end (Assam). Average 

ES— 

a’patch cf reddish feathet, between 

throat and breast. 

KeasuaEMemr. Tail 

s4-ro ^21^41 ' (summer) 109-157 mm 

55-60 1 ^ jj. (jciipjc) c. tOinm 

21-22 1 r.tOimn 

(BB, SA, Sires., Rand & Fleming) 

-J.' hl^dlrf utn. Bill, leg, and fee. blaekish brown. 
Genus Araoiinotiiera Tcmminck 
AMra TemmineV, 1826, PI. Col. d'Ois. ?’• 3“' 

Type, by monotypy, Artterraia chrytegmys Tcmminck 

BiU long, about twice the lenglh of he^ or longer. ..out and strengly euried. 
wUh the culmcn ridged between the nostnu. 

Key to the Specie* 

, , A.r.egno 

Plumage boldly streaked ^ Unrimtris « 

Plumage not streaked 

1931 little Spidcrhnnter. /IrarAeolAera foagiW/m laejrVetlWs 

(Latham) 

Plate 99. fig. 14 

Ujcat-KAue. Tmlihmetaa (Malayalam). 


V 9 


52-56 



667 
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SEE. Sparrcnv — ; length (including long bill) c, 14 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. An oliw and yellow birf reminiscent of a Urge 
female sunbird wth very long and stout, curved bill. Abetx, olive} tail dark 
brown tipped with white. Bilow, throat and breast greyish white. Belly 
yellow v.Tdi orange tufts on flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATL*s, DBTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Resident, locally common. Range 
disjunct: (I) The Sahyadri or Western Ghats complex of southwestern 
India from North Kanara south through western Karnataka, Kerala and 
western Tamil Nadu, from the low country up to c. 2100 m. (2) Eastern 
Ghats (Lamasingi c. 820 m in Visakhapatnam dist, c. 18®N., 82®E. (K. 
Raju & J. P. Schdn, JBNHS 68: 454-5). (3) From extreme southeastern 


/rodinotftefo /ongfrostr/s 



1 longrroilm (1931), a exttalinutal subspecies. 

Nepal (Fleming & Traylor, 1964), Daijcchng and Jalp:uguri districts 
(Inglis, JBNHS 26: 996), Bhutan and Arunachal foothills southwards in 
hfe^alaya, X^galand (?), hlanipur and Bangladesh south to the Ghitta* 
gong Hill Tracts; occurs mostly in the foothills up to r. 1500 m in Megha- 
laya, 1800 m in the Himalayas (scarce at these higher elevations); also 
found in adjacent plains (winter only?). Affects moist-deciduous and ever- 
green biotope: dense forest as %vcll as glades and inarms, secondary growth, 
heavy jungle along rivers, cardamom sholas, and wild and cultivated 
banana patches. 

Bxiralimilal. Extends through Burma to western Thailand south to the 
Isthmus of Kra; other subspedes in the Indochinese cotmtrics, Malay 
Peninsula, Indonesia and the Philippines. 

GEKERAi. HABITS. Similar to those of sunbirds. Usually keeps singly or 
in p2urs. Very fond of the nectar of wild banana blossoms, and is an 
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important agent in their cross-polHnation. May commonly be seen clinging 
upside down to the purple bracts probing deep into the flowers srith its long 
bill. Loranthis dumps and a very large \'aricty of flowers arc also visited. 

Foew. Nectar, insects and spiders. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a harsh ckeep or chee-<hee rather reminiscent 
of both Paradise Flycatcher and Ashy Ssvallow-Shrike but somewhat higher- 
pitched and more musical. Song, a jnctallic, monotonous wfnch-xcfdch^wfdch- 
tsfdch etc, repeated at the rate of twice a second or so, maybe for two 
minutes or more at a stretch. 

breediko. Season, in Assam Mardi to September, chiefly May to August ; 
in soudiwcstem In^ December to August, Xesl, a compact cup r. 10 cm 
deep, made of skeleton leaves, soft grass and vegetable down, neatly felled 
together; attached by its rim like an inverted dome to the underside of a 
banana or dmitar broad leaf by means of cobwebs or direads of vegetable 
cotton passed through the leaf and neatly knotted on its upper surface. 
There is a semicircular cntranc»-holc on one side. Bggs, usually 2, occasional- 
ly 3, pinkish white to salmon-pink; sparsely stippled all over wih reddish 
vdth a sharply deflned ring around the large end. Average size of 100 eggs 
18*4 X 13*1 mm (Baker). Building of nest and incubation by both sexes. 
Period, undetermined. Brood-parasitism by Hodgson’s Hawk-Cuckoo 
{Cucnlusfugox, 575) recorded (Baker, JBNHS 17: 369). 

Museum Diackosis. See Field Characters. Young similar to adult. 

measuremekts 


Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

TaU 


(from alcuU) 



&4-€7 

34-37 \ 

C.15 

r 40-42 tnm 

59-€0 

32-33 / 

\ 36-38 mm 


(HW) 

Weight 4 ri* 9 1 1-15 g (SA). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Ifis brown. Bill homy brown, plumbeous at chin and 
on gonja; mouth greyish pink with browa mottling. Legs, feet and claws bluish 
plumbeotis. (In one immature female legs greyish bloc, feet particoloured ^-ellow 
and blue.) 

1932. Streaked Spiderhimter. Arachnolhera magna magna (Hodgson) 
(CmnTTii) Magna Hodgson, 1836, Ind. Rev. 1 {7): 272 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1293, Vol. 3: 414 
Plate 99, fig. 15 

LOCAL KAMES. (Lcpcha); Tdcfr.g~piehbng (Bhutea). 

SEE. Sparrow; length c. 17 cm (6| m.) including long bill. 

FELD CHARACTERS. A boldly stTcakcd yellowish olive bird with very 



X e. 1 


SUNBIRDS 


55 56 


20STEROPIDAE 


long and stout, cunTd, black bill and yellow legs. Above, ycllo^vish olive 
streaked with black. T^ tipped with huffish spots, with a blackish sub- 
tennloal band. Below, very pale yellow svith bold black shaft-streaks. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmoN and HABITAT, Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, locally common. BHaspur in the Sutlej Valley (Stoliezka, Jour. AnaU 
See . Bengal, 1 868) but since then not recorded \vcst of cent^ Nepal (Blsw'as, 
JBNHS 60: 189), cast through Sikkim, Daijecling and Jalpaiguri districts, 
Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, dicncc south through Nagaland, Manipur, 
Meghala^Ti, and the hills of Bangladesh to the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 


Arechnothero mogno 



03 X magsa (1932), a cxtralimital subspecies. 


Breeds between c. 600 and IdOO m, occasionally 2200 m, extending well 
into the plains in winter. Affects dense c\'ergrcen forest and abandoned 
cultiN’ation clearings, espe ci ally where wild banana and plantain tr e es arc 
found. Occasionally also hill-station gardens with flowering shrubs. 

Extralirntcl. Extends to northern Burma and Yunnan. Other subspecies 
in the Indochinese coxmtrics, 

GENERAL HABITS. Found singly or in pairs, often in rnfr<-fl parties of 
babblers and warblers, usually quite high up in trees. Difficult to obscr%*e 
because of its s^%*ift flight and preference for canopy of lofty frees in c\*ergrecn 
forest. Almost inseparable from wild banana trees whose blossoms it largely 
helps to cross-poll mate- Movements rapid and rather jerky. Explores 
leas*cs from all angles Ibr insects and often hovers while probing flowers 
for nectar or for taking spiders from their wxb. Flight surprisiagly s tro n g 
and rapid with last wing-beats and sHght undulations. 

FOOD. Ncciar, insects and spiders. ^ 


VOICE and calls. A sharp, metallic diimiping ehsnnrik or dank 

uttered both when feeding and on the wing. A soft song beginning dearly 
like njvitte cij then gaining speed and becoming a rapid, monotonous song. 
A soft ug-ug-ug when angry and a ehee<bee~ckee (in captivity — R- Hoppe, 
Peacock 4, No. 2: 48). 

BREEDiNO. Season, March to July. Kest, a neatly finished inverted dome 
of skeleton leaves firmly fastened together svith cobweb, lined with fine 
grass steins or skeleton leaves; it is sewn by means of vegetable down and 
cob>vebs to the underside of a broad leaf, usually a banana leaf (cf. also 
1931). Eggs, normally 2, sometimes 3, brown or olive-brown with a Har Vfr 
zone at he large end; for details on colour variations see Baker, Nidijica^on 
3: 232. A^'c^agc size of 100 eggs 22-7 X 15-9 mm (Baker). Building and 
incubation by both sexes. Often brood-parasitized by cuckoos [Cucvlas 
imcToptcTus, C. spanerioidcs and other spedes). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Young, like addt but streaks less 
sharply defined. Postjuvenal moult of body-feathers. 


MZA5URZUENTS 



Wmg 

Bni 

(from sIcuU) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

e‘6' 

84-96 

45-47 

20-21 

44-52 mm 

5 9 

78-84 

42-44 

20-22 

39-48 mm 


(MD, SA) 

Wdgbi 2 tPeJ* (breeding) 28, 30; 1 o? 25 g (SA). 

COLOURS o? BARE PARTS. Iris broisTi. BUI bladcish brown. Lcgs and fect chromc- 
ydlow to orange-yellow. 

Family Zosteropidae ; ^Vhitc-cycs 
For description see Baker, £. C. Stuart, 1926, FBI 3: 357; VaaTjuc, J. 2c Berger, 
A. J., 1959: 541; Moreau, R- E., 1964, article * WTiite-eyc * in Thomson, .4. L. 
(ed.), A AVm Bicdoreiy oj Bade, London and New York. 


Genus ZosTEROPS Vigors & Horsficld 
Zeslenps Vigors & Horsficld, 1827, Traxa. lJT>n- Soc. London 15: 234. 

Type, by xaonotypy, Zpsiereps dorsalis Vigors & Honfiddc= Sjlrie lelerelis Tatlmm 
BUI slender and small, about half the length of the bead ; culmea curved, lomium 
smooth, nostrils cover e d with a large m i -mb r ant^ Tarsus long and fairly strong. 
Tongue protractile and furnished with two brushes of stiff", homy fibres.* ^Ving 
Jong, of tm p rima ries, the first (as.) very minute. Tail short and square. 


Key to the Spedes 


Uppetparts olive; throat jdlowish olive e^lotaensis 

Upperp a rtsyrilowtsh olive; throat ydlow Z- pdpdrasa 
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ZoSTEROPS PALPEBROSA (T t-rTtmlnrle) 

CL Stresemann, R, 1939, Jew. Ore. 87: 156-S4 ; Ripley, S. D., 1950,JBNHS 
49:41l;Mees, G.F., 1957,.^«cf. Fir£«i No. 35: 22'*63; 
Bawaa, B., 1963, JB?^ 60: 190-1. 


* For a detaikrd tw&j see hforexs, R. Mxxy Per rins aad J. Trrror Hugb e i, 19C9, 
^Tosgisa cf tbe Zoft e ropdae (White-eyes) \ isita 57 (1/Z): ^-47. 
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WHITE-EYES 

Key to the Subspecies 

A AMom™ with ^ faint ydlow streak on centre. . .?■. p. salimnlii 

B Abdomen usually without yellow streak on centre 

2 Greraw atov? Z-P- palpdrca 

a TailaveragmElMger.... Z- P- rnlgirnnHs 

b Tail averagmg shorter ^ ^ 
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1933. Indian White-eye. Zo^^ops patpebrosa palpehrosa 
(Tcmminck) 

Sylvia palpthma Tenuninck. 1824, PI. Col. d'OIs. 49, pi. 293, fig. 3 {Bengalel ' 
Zostnop vgrvgia Madaria^, 1911, Ahn. Mus. Hist.-Nat. Natl. Hung. 9 : 422, 
pi. 16 fig. I (Kandy, Ceylon) 

Zostmps palpehnsa ilwcH-Baka, 1922, Ibis: 144 (Sikkim) 

^Hirops Palpibrasa cackarmsis Baker, 1922, Ibis: 144 (Gunjong, N. Cachar) 
^sUrops palpebma occidentis Ticehunt, 1927, BuU. Brit. Om. Cl. 47: 88 (Simla) 
Zostcrops patpibnsa amabilu Koeb, 1950, Amer. Mus. Novit., No.'l452: 9 (Sasan 
Junagarh, Kathiawar, India) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 1247 (part), 1248, 1249 and 1250, Vol. 3: 358-61 
Plate 99, fig. I 

Lo^L NAi^. (Hindi); Molichur (Saugor, M.V.y, Daotiska-gophu-bi 

(Cach^); Vellat kanm (Tamil, Madras) Kannadi kuruvi (Tamii, Madurat); /»«- 
kuTuvt (Tamil, Ceylon) ; Mdl kwulla (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. AbovCf yellow-olivc; a very distinct \vhite eye-ring; 

lores and a patch under eye blackish. Below^ throat 
and under tail-coverts bright yellow; breast greyish 
^ . white, belly whitish. S^es alike. 

^ ^ STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common 

X f. 1 resident, subject to seasonal movements. All India 

south -of the Himalayan foothills from Kashmir 
through Nepal, Si kk im, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, excluding western 
Rajasthan and the ranges of salimalii and nilgiriensis, qq.v. South to central 
Karnataka on the western and to the Godavari river on the eastern side 
of the Peninsula, extending eastward to Nagaland and Manipur, Bangladesh 
cast to the Chittagong region. Pakistan from the Himalayan foothills 
(Murrcc) souA to Karachi, but excluding most of Sind. Sri Lanka, low 
country and hills up to c. 1200 m in the wet districts, and to c. 1800 m in the 
dry portions. Laccadive Islands. Breeds more commonly in the hills espe- 
cially in central India and the more southern parts of its range, but also in 
the better-wooded portions of the plains. In the Himalayas commonly breeds 
up to c. 1500 m, locally 2100 m (Kangra, Nepal; observed as high as 3000 
m in May — GD), the majority moving down to the plains iif winter. In 
the Peninsula also spreads to the plains from where it may be absent in 
summer. Affects forests, groves, gardens, orchards; colonizes isolated wooded 
compounds far out in desert country; also recorded in mangroves (Karachi). 


ZOSTEROPIDAE 


Zorteropi polptbrosa 



I^i-4 ff^obanca (1936). 5 Exiralimhal subspecies. 

Exlralimital. Ranges east through northern Burma, southeastern Tibet, 
Szechuan, Yunnan and the Indochinese Peninsula (Mccs, 1957). Other 
subspecies in Malay-sia, the Sunda Islands and western Borneo. 

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps in pairs or in parties comprising up to 50 birds 
or more, frequently in company wih small babblers or other insectivorous 
species. Entirely arboreal, but comes down freely to bathe in garden runnels 
etc. Moves about from tree to tree keeping up a musical jingling or cheeping 
call and often clinging upside down to the sprigs ^vhile visiting foliage and 
blossoms in quest of food. Is one of our regular ‘ flower-birds * with specially 
adapted bill and tongue for nectar-eating, and largely respotisibic for cross- 
pollinating a wide variety of flowers. 

FOOD. Insects, caterpillars, berries, buds, seeds and nectar. Almost 
invariably present on the flowers of Bomhax, Eiythrina, Madhuca, Loranthus, 
IVoodJordia, etc, and of the introduced GremlUa robusto and various Eucotjpius 
spp. Partial to. the exudation from the petioles of banyan leaves, and to ripe 
peepul figs. Reported to damage ripening orchard fruit, c.g. mangoes and 
guavas, by piercing holes for sucking the juice. Identified insect items include 
\vecvils (Tanymfcur hhpida and T. indicus), ants {Camponotus emprtssus, 
Phldote mo/inri?, Polyrachis simplex) and small larvae (possibly Tincid) — 
Mason & I*efroy, 1912. ' . 

VOICE and calls. Song, a tinkling jingle reminiscent of the Verditcr 
Flycatcher’s, beginning almost inaudibly, growing louder and soon fading 
out (SA). Song period in Nepal March to September (Proud). CaH-note, 
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a feeble, plaintive cheir or pma-u (slightly fallmg) constantly uttered as the 
bird pioves about. Other notes rendered as t^p^tzip and sisifesife (Lister). 

BREEDING, 5«ajort, April to Septembfer, mainly June-July. Nest^ a small, * 
fragile, loosely built cup of fine grass, rootlets, moss, lichen, cobweb and 
vegetable down, lined with hair, slung hammock-wise in a horizontal fork 
in a tuft of leaves at the end of a branch between one and sbe metres above 
the ground. Eggs, 2 to 4, generally 3, pale blue, unmarked. Average size 
of 48 eggs 15-2 X 11-5 mm (Baker). Building of nest apparently by female 
only. Incubation by both sexes, period about 10-11 days. Care of young 
by both parents. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from mlgiritam in being yellower above, and from 
salimalii in having a slightly larger bill and usually lacking a yellow streak on the 
centre of abdomen. Postnuptial moult complete. 


MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill 

. (from skull) 

50-57 U-14\ 

9 9 50-55 11-14/ 


Tarsus Tail 

{ 34-41 mm 
35-39 mm 
(BB, Mees, HW, SA) 


Weight 9 (Jic? 7-5-10-1; 5 9 9 7-6-10 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris ycIIowish browTi. Bill black, lower mandible grey 
at base. Legs and feet plumbeous grey to grey-brown. 


1 1934. Andlira Wlute-eye. palpebrosa 5flh'mah't 

Whistler 

ZosUrops palpehrosa salimalii ^Vhi3tlcr, 1933, Jour. 

- Bombay nat. Hist. Society 36: 81 1 (Farahabad, SE. H)-derabad) 
Baker, FBI No. 1247 (part), Vol. 3: 358 


OCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

[ZE, Sparrow — ; Icngtli r. 10 cm (4 in.). 

lELD CHARACTERS. As in 1933, q.v. ^ 

rATUS, msnuBUTiON and habitat. Common resident, subject to sctuonal 

vements. Andhra Pradesh from the Godavari river south in Tamil Nadu 

ibout the Cauvery river. Chiefly confined to the hilly country. Habitat 

n 1933. . 

ENERAL HADITS, FOOD and VOICE. As m 1933. 

Dffe« from palpehrosa (1933) in Wng y^ower aW 
ing usually a faint yellow streak on centre of belly. Bill finer than m other races, 
character not apparent from length measurement alone. 

:AsuaEUEKTS Tail 

(from skull) 

11-12 \ 

11 - 12 / 


Wing 


<?(f 
9 9 


53-57 I 
51-55 


14-16 


{ 37-40 mm 
3S-39 mm 
(HW, SA) 


dible; mouth pink or yellowish pmk. Legs and feet biuun grey. 
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1935, NUgiri White-eye, palpehrosa nilgiriensis 

Ticehunt 


Zosterpps palpehrosa nilgiriensis Ticchurst, 1927, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 47r B9 
(Coonoor) 

ZosUrops palpehrosa polmtsisis Koclz, 1939, Proc. Biol. Soc, Washington 52: 76 
(Kodaikanal, Pain! Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1247 (part), Vol. 1: 358 
Plate IDG, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Veltikkoni (Malayalam); Kennadi kuruvi (Tamil). 

SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1933, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Gommon resident, subject to seasonal 
movements. The hills of southern Karnataka (Biligirirangans), Kerala 
(from Coorg to the Ashambu Hilb) and western Tamil Nadu (Nilgitis, 
Palnis, etc.), from e. 350 m up to the summits. Affects evergreen sliolas, 
cardamom plantations, scrub jungle, gard^ and orchards. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1933. 

BREEDING. Sioson, February to May. XesI and eggs, as in 1933. Clutch 
size usually 2. 

Museum Diaonous. Diffen tnra palpehrosa (1933) and solimolii (1934) in h.ving 
a longer tail, larger bill, and in being greener above. 

»rEA5UREME.VTS 

"Vvintr Bill Tanus Tat! 


(from ikull) 

54-58 13-14-1 ,, ,, / 34-42 mm 

53-57 13-15/ 136-41 mm 

(Men, HW) 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris buffy hatcl brcrwn. Bill homy bro«-n, grey at gape 

1 -L:_ ■ T — a-n r— t t *' — * 


a'd' 
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1936. Nicobar White-eye. .Jei(ere/>jpalftir«a nicoien'ra 
Blyth 

Zorterops trseoharieus Blyth, 1845, Jour. Atiat. Soc. Bengal 14: 563 
(Nicobar lilanda) 

, Baker, FBI No. 1251. Vol. 3: 362 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1933. , 

CTATUS, mxTRiBUTlON and HABITAT. Common rendcnl. lyid-Timn ^d 
the northern Nicobar islands (not recorded from Great and Little Nicobar). 

Affects gardens and evergreen forest. 

GE.VERAL HABITS, FOOD and voice. As in 1933. A,.,rare 

BREEDING. Season, February to July, ^'esl and eggs. >5”. Atrrage 

size of31 eggs 16-2 X 12-2 mm (Baker). .... 

Museum Diagnosis. Diffen from peninsular luhepeeia in bemg grera. , 
yellow, and in having » largeT bHL 


MEASUttKHEVTT 


cTd’ 


Wing 

54-561 

52-56/ 
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BiU 

(from feathers?) 
lS-14 


Tanus 

^ 15-16 
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PASSERINAE 

Tail 

>IEA5tJREVENTS 

Wmg 

Bni TanuJ 



(from skull) 

34-36 mm 

(?(? 

53-60 T. 

15-16 16-19 

32-35 tmn 

99 

5V57 J 


(Mees) . 

COLOURS Of bars: parts. Iris bright rcd-bnns'n or Ught reddish brown. Bill above 
dark homy or slaty brown. Legs and feet gr een ish grey or sUty green. 


Tail 

( 3&-45 mm 
38-41 mm 
(HW, Mces) 


Wdghl 1 9 12*6 g (SDR). 

coJuM DP BAR£ PARTS. IrisUghi WTi,BiU bbckish abovc, bluish gTcy bclow. 

r r»At- r.7iimfv«mis or dark crevish flesh. 


1937, Ceylon White-eye. ^ostnopi c^hmnsis ’Holdsworih 

Z^slerops i^lor.snns Holdsvk’Orih, 1872, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 459, pi. 20, fig. 2 
(Nuwara EIi^*a) 

Baker. FBI No, 1256, Vol. 3: 366 
Plate 99, fig. 2 

LOCAL KAStES. .lfd/-ifcarviia (Svnhsla); Pu-kumri (TamU). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. U cm (4 in.). 

nEUD CHARACTERS. Above, entirely olive tviih a conspicuous white 'eye- 
rmg. SthWj throat and tinder tail-coverts yellow; belly greyish white. Sexes 
alike. 

Distinguished Ccom palpebrosa by sbghtly larger size, stronger bill, and by 
being darker olive, less yellow above. Voice stronger and deeper in tone. 

STATICS, DSTRiBimoN and habitat. Common resident. Sri I^ka in the 
hills above r. 900 m, locally down to e, 450 in (in the southwest). Affects 
forests, tea plantations and gardens. 

general habits. Keeps in pairs in the breeding season, otherwise in 
large scattered parties; appears to be more sociable than palptbrosa and to 
be more partial to bushes and undergroNsnh though it is found just as often 
in the foliage of large trees. Parties often include palpehrosa as well as many 
other small insectivorous species. 

FOOD. Nectar, berries, insects, caterpillars. 

voice and calls. Call-note, a sparrow-like cketp. A twittering continually 
uttered while foraging; voice -stronger and deeper In tone than that of 
palpebrosa. A jingling song, suggestive of shaking a bunch ofkep repeatedly, 
eight or nine times (Henry). 

BREEDING. iSVaron, end of February to July will) a peak in April and a 
renewed activity in August and September, a small deep cup suspended 
by the rim in a slender fork amongst the foliage of a tree or bush, generally 
between 2 and 4 metres .above the groimd; this species more often selects 
a imrer site than palprbrosa. GrevilUa shade-trees in tea plantations, and 
coffee bushes, arc often chosen. Nest made of green moss, rootlets, fine grass 
and fibres, lined iviih rootlets. 2 more often than 3, pale blue, ^rithout 
spots. Average size of 33 eggs 16*5 X 12 mm, rather longer and icss broad 
than those of the coexisting smaller species. Building of nest and care of 
young by both sexes; incubation most probably also by both. 

MusEtni Diagkosis. See Key to the Species and Field Characlcn. Postaupdal 
moult complete, August to October. 


Family Pj-oceidae: Weaver Birds 
For descripdoa see Baker, E. C. Stuart, 1926, FBI 3: 65-6; Van Tjne, J. & 
Berger, A. J., 1959: 551. j 

Subfamily PasSerinae; House and Rock Sparrow's 
For description see Moreau, R. E., 1964. article ■ Sparrow > in Tbonuon, A. L. 
(ed.), A Ktw Dicluae^ ef Birds, London and Nesv York. 

Genus Passer Btisson 


Parrrr Brisson, 1760, Orn. 1: 36, 3: 71, 

Type, by subsequent designation, FrinpUa irmatUa Linnanss 

Bai shOTl and stout, culmcn slightly curved. Both sexes exhibit a peculiar pattern 
(• double hair hour-glass shaped rufous patch ’) on outer webs of primaries caused 
by varying width of outer webs. 

Key to the Species 


i Centre of throat black . . - 

A Flanks streaked hispmwlsmts 

B Flanks not streaked 

- 1 Cro)vngrey «... 

a Black extending to breast atmzshcus ^ 

b Black restricted to throat P.pprhsmmus^ 

2 Crown not grey 

o’ A pale supcrcilium noabitUxs o' 

o' No supcrcilium 

i A dark patch on car.covcrU P. mffltleatu (Jt? 

ii No patch on P.nitilans^ 

n No black on throat 

C Underparts faintly streaked P- hUpanoUrtsis 9 

tr VnderpaTts not streaked 

3 Undetparts more or less yellow 

c Upperpatts sandy brown, tertials and rcctrices broadly edged 

9 

d Upperparts darker brown, tertials and rectnees with only thin 
pale edges P- 9 

4 No yellow on underpaiis 

c Larger; wing usually over 70 mm P> iffmslkus 9 

f Smaller; wing usually undek 70mm.....*....F«A^«whu 9 
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Passer douesticus (Linnaeus) 
Key to the Sahspeaes 


A Darkest and largest ; chestnut richer P. «?. perkint 

B Paler 

1 Bill averaging smaller P. indiau 

2 Paler than (1), wing and hill averaging larger P, d. ioflrienur 
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1938. Indian House Sparrow. Passer doTrusiiciu indicus 
Jardinc & Sdby 


Passer rWinu Jardinc & Selby, 1835, 111. Om- 3, pi. 118 (India, restricted to 
Bangalore fay Kinnear, 1925, Ibis: 751) 

PjTgita nigricollis Burton, 1838, Cat. Bds- hlus. Fort Pitt,' Chatham; 23 (South 
India) 

Pe«fT cenJUritts Bonaparte, 1853, Compt, Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris 37: 915 (Chin?, 
errore ~ Rangoon) 

PuMrr Sarudny, 1903, Om. Monatsb. 11: 130-31 (Hurmukand Kams- 

char, Persian Baluchistan). Specimens based on intcncxcs tide Mayr, 1949, Ibis 
91 : 304-6. 

Passer domeslietis soror Ripley, 1946, Spolia Zcylanica 24: 241 (Nikawella State 
Farm, Rattota, Matalc district, Ceylon) 

Baker, FBI Nos. 1096 and 1097 (part), Vol. 3: 170, 172 
Plate 100, fig. 2 


LOCAL 5IASCES. (Baluclu) ; Guora (Nepali); Cntrijd (Hindi, Urdu); Chm, 

Khas ehsai (Ifiadi) ; Ckd^ (Gujarati) ; Ckerkalpe (o’, BHI) ; Cdrhscd (Chola Nagpur) ; 
Choti <karm (Bengali) ; Ckar ekiriidy Char siffoee (Assam) ; SerAang (Manipur ) ; KSfSriy 
PCSray&appcksddy kHruti (hf alayalam) ; Vr iSrvriy Ad^kda kdrvsi (Tamfl); 

a bendla (Stobala). 

• SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc. AbozTy CTown gTcy. Lorcs and round eye 
black. Sides of crown behind eye, rides of ne^ 
and upper back chestnut. Back nifous-chcstnut 
with black streaks. ^Ving rufous with a white 
shoulder-patch. Rump g^cy-b^o^vn. dark 
brown. Bdow, sides of throat wlritc. Centre of 
throat and breast black. Rest of underparts 
greyish white. In winter the crown becomes 
gre}'-brmvn and the black of throat and breast 
friiigcd with whitish. 

Female. greyish brown streaked with fulvous and dark brotvn 

on back. A pale superdlium. Belovy plain brownish white. 

STAT12S, DirnuBunos and habitat. Verj’ widespread and abundant 
rerident ; locally subject to vertical movements. The whole of India, Pakistan 
and Bangladesh [except for the range of psr)^ (Himalayas above c. 1 500 
in)]; Sri Lanka in all zones; introduced into the Andaman Islands (Port 
Blair, South Andaman). Breeds up to 3000 m (Baluchhtan), 2000 m (Duala 
Dhar), 2100 ai (Simla), 1500 m (Nepal), replaced above by perKti (1939); 
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in Sikkim up to c. 1300 m, replaced above by P. munUmus', in the Nilgiris 
at all elevations but in the rest of southern India apparently absent or very 
local above e. 1000 m, even in populated areas. In the Cachar and Khasi 



Distributional range 


I cu£cur (1938). 


Ii!ii.:in a pariia (1939I. fSSs (>939x). 

4 bibUcus (RB)- 


Hills and in the Chittagong region, absent from the hills. An unfailing 
commensal of man; affects cities and suburbs, villaga, often even isolated 
homesteads, and human habitarions of every decription. In winter also 
cultivation and scrub jungle far from human duTllmgs. 

Extralivntal. Ranges fiom Arabia to Burma; introduced in South Africa, 
Zanzibar, Comoro and hl^carenc islands. The species ranges from the 
hleditcrrancan region north to Lapland and cast to Manchuria and the 
Amur region; introduced, and thriving, in most temperate parts of ibe 
world. 

jncRATiON. A summer visitor (March to October) to hi^cr elevations 
in Baluchistan and in the Himala)*as. 
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coUect, in 

of enormous ‘ pest ’ proportions — fr^^. ™Sra*°0' subspcdes and 

crops or in open scrub jungle. GeneraUv^^a**^ countr)-side, in standing 
about stiffly, or plucks erain from tl, ^ ground, hopping 

feeds in fruiting trees or pilfers wai ^ ^ ^ngmg to the panicles. Also 
occasionaUy caVch« S " fTd jaTn 

within houses frequently observed canh?r.^"^^ wmg. Birds nesting 

to electric lights and feeding them moths and other insects coming 

the lights are turned off. With increasW ele« .T® und until 

habit appears to be spreading; its impact on thei r “ this 

to be monitored. In the everdngs^mrn^ 

roadsides and village squares etc TeVt collect to dust-bathe on 

accompaniment of a grLt deal of blrk m favourite trees to the 
doivn. ^ bickering and noise before settling 

fo.f'^« t““uSf&e “--‘-g of three or 

somewhere amidst noisy tsvitterinps ahrf suddenly bursts m from 

^uitois prance and “fh^titruffedr 

and cocked tail, she nosv and amin m Stooping wmgs 

other, sonmtimes plucking out a featherl^lf aL roice"Lfow°“'' ' 

florr^’bu^iidrThors'' fflmhr'^ 

on soft-bodied inserts r temffl^ mraps and msects. Nestlings are fed 
vegetarian one including flm -er^lletlk SfLn d 

rearing nesT.yolg cspeciaUy uLn ' 

for fully ten minutes on ^fflethd 

r^mp^^^roops his wings and struts arrogantly, tsvitching iTslh^co'cktd 

Se;™or‘'Se?ffl ren^nl^r '"h*"' "r"* 

wA dogged pe^tence, to budd in the most impossible places, especiaUv - 
^Am houses. ITie ^terial drops doivn as soonVit is depoAe7on A^ 

7 enroVArfl'''T'f “ 7^'''“' ™bbish may have to be 

Su n* floor below But it takes the sparroiv a long time to admit 
defeat 1 OccasionaUy bud A a globular nest in Ae branches df trees, this ' 
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^g a very common occurrence in Ae Quetta VaUev Errr ^,r.R 

4, very pale greeniA svhite blotAed md snoti^ ?--.i ^ ^ ®’ ’“‘“"f 

grey. Average size of 120 eggs 20-6 x 14-9 mm m 

by boA sexes. Female does Kinc^bldon f 

a ^ for a i^ute or two; hicubSS 

boA parents. Several successive broods are reared ^ 

—g adult plumage, evm before Aeir sknlb are 

UEASURElIElrrS 

Wiag Bill .j.,^ 


(ft? 
9 9 


70-82 

70-80 


Bill 

Tamis 

(from skull) 


13-15 

18-20 

13-15 

18-20 


49-61 mm 
51-57 mm 

Weight 3 d'd' 22-33; 2 9 9 21, 21 g (BB). 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Im browa. Bill: o’ dark brmm hlael in hm~l- 

plumage; 9 pale brown. Legs and feet brownish Besh. ’ 


1939. Kashmir House Sparrow. Falser domeslicus Farkim 
^VhistIc^ 

Paistr domeslicus parkim Whistler, 1920, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 41 : 13 
(Srinagar, Cashmere) 

Baker, FBI No. 1098, Vol. 3: 173 

LOCAL NAUE5. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul — ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1938, q.v. 

STATUS, DiSTRinuTiON and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movraents; also partial migrant. The Himalayas from Baltistan, Kashmir 
and Ladahh cast to Sikkim, breeding mostly above c. 2000 m. [Population 
of Nepal Valley somewhat intermediate between parkini and tndicus but 
closer to the former (BB).] In Ladakh breeds up to c. 4000 m, even 4500 m 
or wherever there is permanent cultivation. In winter moves to lower alti- 
tudes and to the plains as far south at least as B^ahawalpur, aSind and 
Rajasthan. [Wintering populaU'on in the plains mixed with bactrimus, .and 
subspecies often equivocal.] Affects human settlements and cultivation. 

. GENERAL HABEre, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1938. Keeps in large mixed 
flocks in winter feeding in cereal cultivation and causing considerable 
damage to the crops; roosting in enormous congregations among thorn 
thickets, swarm after swarm flying in at subset. 

BREEDING. Season, April to August in Kashmir, June to August in Ladakh. 
A^est, as in 1938, placed in holes in carth-ch'ffs in loose colonies; often high 
up in poplar trees (in this case bulky globular grass structures sometimes 
several in the same tree). E^gs, 3 to 7, normally 5 or 6, similar to those of 
indteus. Average size or7C eggs 21 -7 X 15*4 mm (Osmaston), 
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Museum Dzaonosxs. Differs from indteus (1938) in being larger, with larger bill. 
Chestnut of male deeper, black of breast more extensive. Female darker, more 


smoky grey bclosv. 




SIEASURESIENTS 




Wing 

Bfll 

(from skull) ' 

Tarsus 

Tail 

d’eP 74-85 

14-151 

19-20 

f 55-62 mm 

9 9 73-76 

13-15 J 

\ 52-67 mra 
(BB, HW) 

Weight 15 cP9 (Apr.-May, Kashmir) 24-30 (av. 26-5) g 

— SA. 


COLOURS OP DARE PARTS. Iris brown to grcy-bro>vn. Bill; upper mandible pale 
brown, darker at tip; lower mandible fleshy, dusky at tip. BUI of male black from 
mid April. Legs and feet pale brown. 


1939a. Turkestan House Sparrow. Passer domeslicus baclrianus 
Zarudny & Kudashev^ 
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1940. Spanish Sparrow. Passer fiispanhlensis franseaspicus Tschuu 

Passer htspanioUnsis IranscasfiiatsTschmi, 1902, Om. MorwUb. 10; 96 ^ 

(' Transcaucasia ’ =» lolotan, Transcaspia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1100, Vol. 3: 175 
Plate 100, fig. 5 . 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc Tccordcd. 

SEE. Sparrow; length c. 13 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. M a I c . Aboot, CTOwn and nape chestnut. Back black 
wth whitish streaks. Wings pale brown. Behu>, checks white. Tliroal and 
breast black.' Rest of undcrparls whitish streaked with dark brown on flanks. 

Gliestnut crown and conspicuously streaked flanks distinguish the male 
from the House Sparrow; black of breast more extensive on sides. 

Female has faint streaking on breast but not distinguishable from Ilou^e 
Sparrow unless in the hand, and tlicn not ab%’a>’s with certainty. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and itADiTAT. Winter \isitor, locally abundant, and 
passage migrant, Tlie plains of Punjab and Har^’ana from Kohat cast to 


Passer domeslicus baclrianus Zarudny & Kudashev, I9IG, Nasha Okhota: 37 
(Tashkent) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SEE. Bulbul — ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.).' 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1938, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. ^Vinter visitor to Rajasthan (and 
presumably Pakistan). 

Extralimilal. Brce^ from Russian Turkestan and northern Afghanistan 
west to the Caspian Sea. 

IHORATION. Inclusion in Indian list made possible by ringing data. Six ‘ 
examples rcc^tly ringed at a mixed roost in Rajasthan (Bharatpur, 27®14'N., 
77®28'E.) in winter as * parkini * were later recovered on their breeding grounds 
cliicfly in the Tadjik ^SR of Kazakhstan between 37®30' and 42‘’30' N., 
and 69®20' and c, 76®E., their subspecific identity conflrmed as baclrianus by 
E. I. Gavrilov. Straigbt-Iinc map distance bet^veen places of ringing and 
recovery c. 1508-2000 km (over the Karakorams). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1938 and 1939- Keeps to the 
countryside often in vast mixed 5^\’annswth Spanish Sparrows (1940) ra\'ag- 
ing cereal crops, and roosting communally in thorn thickets. 

BREEDING. Extralliiutal. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from parkim in being paler. Wing averages longer 
than in tndicus but shorter than in parkini. 

Wing ej’o' 75-81; 9 9 72-78 mm. Weight 46 6’d’ 21-28; 36 9 9 21-28 g 
(Palud-an, Afghanistan). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As ID 1939. 


«^e author* consider ihi* lubspede* lynonymous with both tarkia wd rruf^Zem. 
wever, Passer [dmestiaa) sriseigularii Shzrpc, IB38, Grf. Bdi. BrU. Mas. 12:313 (Kandahar) 
urrenUy considered tnudenti^ble ** to luhspecici. 


Passer Msponhlensts 



['VI Main vsinter range of transeaspicus (1940). Lx J Icobted record. 

Ambala (an old record from Mirzapur, U.P.) soutli to nortlicaitrm Rajai* 
than (Bharatpur, S.ambhar Lake) and Bahawalpur; rare in nortliem 
chisuin (Qiaman, Murghab and Quetta); a straggler to SmrL Affects 
culliration and semi-desert. , , 

ExlraHmxlal. Breeds from Tien Shan and Tarim Bastn svett to the 
Caucasus and south to Afghanistan and Iran. Nominate subspcacs m the 
hfediteiTancan countries. 
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MicRATioK. Passes throu^ NAV J*.?. in \*cry large flocks between August 
and November and {n>tn the middle of Mai^ to the middle of May, On 
passage often associated vdth Stamus nsrjs. Rare transient ii\ Gilgit. Six 
examples ringed m the \vmter quarters in Bharatpur (27*14?*?., 77®32'E,) 
recovered on the breeding grounds in Kazaldistan between 42*31' and 
46*49??. and 70*31' and 79*33'E., and one bird vicc,versa. These data esta- 
blish the provenance of at least a part of our ss*intering population and abo 
that both dus species and P. <f. badricsias, usually seen together in mbod 
flocks, derive from a common area in Russian Turkestan (ct 1939a). 

GENERAL HABITS. A vcry gT^rious spcdcs usually scen in large foraging 
flocks and enormous roosting congregations (once estimated at a million 
birds or more in Bharatpur, hlarch-April — SA) ; often in mixed company 
with migratory House Sparrows, chiefly P. d. becUimus (1939a). 

foodI Chiefly grain and seeds, also insects. 

VOICE and calls. Similar to those of the Hotisc Sparrow. 

BREEDING. Extralimital. For det^dls on breeding biology in Kazakhstan 
sec Gavrflov, E. I., 1963, JBNHS 60: 301-17. 

Museuu Diagnosis. See Field Characten and Key to the Spedes. BHl rather 
ha^^Anch-likc in profile, broad and flat-comTX dorsally near forehead. Tarsus stouter 
than in P. d. pariini or boitnersu. 


UEASURESfENTS 



'«ng 

BiU 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

t?d' 

^ 73-fl7 

c. 16 \ 

19-20 

r 57-62 mm 

9 9 

73-82 

(one) 14/ 

\ — mm 


(Baker, SA, hID) 


Weight. India: 100 iJ'cf (March-April) 20-28 (av. 24-9); 100 9 9 (March- 
April) 18-28 (av. 23-49) g.c?’d'(OcL) 29-33 g — SA.5mto: (March-April) 

23-31; 9 9 (March-April) 27-31 g — Paludan, Kczekhstan: (April-Aug.) 

28*3-29*3; 99 (May-Aug.) 26*7-29*8 g — Ga\Tilov* . 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark b^o\^•n. Bill homy brwn, yello^s4sh bdow 
and at base (o' black in summer). Legs and feet homy h^o^^•n. 

LONCEvnv. A first-year t? ringed Bharatpur, February 1962, recovered 
almost exactly 9 years later — February 1971 — ^in Paiastan (c. 33*N-, 
73*E.), presumably on northward passage and apparently perfectly hale 
and hcart>'. 

Passer montanus (Linnaeus) 


Key to the SabspecSes 




Page 

A Much paler. 

B Darker 

P, m. dilahts 

70 

1 Larger on a\-crage; rump gre^nsh brown 

2 Smaller 

P. m. H&rLuur 

72 

a Paler; rump fawn-brown 

VI. ru/arcoirir 

71 



73 
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1941 . Afghan Tree Sparrow. Pairer swntemr Richmond 

Pcxsn rwfUficai ddnta Richmoad, 1896, Proc. U.S. NaL Mus. (1895) 18: 575 
(Kashgar, Eastern Turkestan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1103, Vol. 3: 178 

u>a\L names. None recorded. 

SIZE. House Sparrow; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

TTELD CHARACTERS. As in 1942 butpalcT. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT, Common resident, subject to seasonal 
movements. Pakistan, in northern Baluchistan [Chaznan and Quetta district 
south at least to Kalat (Ticchurst, JBNHS 31 : 856) and Ghagai (Christison, 
Ibis 1941: 538)] and N.WJ'.P, north to Chitral, cast pcssibly to Gilgit 
(Baker, Jildsfcction 3 : 80) and Murrec hills (nest taken by Rattray fidt Baker, 


Posser mentenus 



Distributional ranges 


I {Jp 4 j). ‘ 1 ~' ' • \ 2 Ttialiucensis 

3 titelojius (i^3)> 4 hpahais (1944)* 

ibid. 3: 79, under mlcrcnuu). Breeds between c, 450 and 2200 m. In Viintcr. 
reaches the hlakran coast in small numbers. Population of Cbaman and 
Quetta augmented by migrants. Affects human settlements (while the Hoxisc 
Sparrow is here found mostly in the countT^ride). f 
BxtrclimiUil. Ranges from eastern Iran to hlanchuria and China south 
to Szechuan and Kwangtung. The species ranges from the European Atlantic 
coast to the Sea of Okhotsk, Taiuan and the Sunda Islands. Has been 
introduced into Australia and North America (where, unlike dcTmsticus,U has 
not spread), 

OEKERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1942. 
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BREEDING. Season, April to August, J{est and eggs, as in 1942. Average 
size of 40 eggs 19*8 X 14*1 mm (Baker). 

Mcsexth Diagnosis. Differs from both cxlceceruis and tibetems in bring much 
paler: 

MEASURtUE.Vn 

^Ving o' 9 78-83; tarsus 18-19; tail 50-55 mm (Baker). 

CXILOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1942. 

1942, hlalay Tree Sparrow. Pcxrrr ewntarau ma/cermrij Dubois 

Pcsser malacceTtsis Dubois, 1885, Faiine 111. Vert, Brig., Ois, 1 ; 572 
(hlalacca) 

Baker, FBI No. 1102, VoL 3: 177 
Plate 100, frg. 7 

LOCAL NAMES. Chhott govi^ (Hindi); KoneJdid (Assam); Sendaig (hlanipur). 
SIZE. House Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in,). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, cro>vn and nape choeolatc-brown. Sides of 
head white srith a black patrii on car-coverts. Rest of upperparts bro^vn 
streaked with black on bac^ Below, chin and centre of throat black. Rest of 
xmderparts greyish svhite. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Common rerident. The lo^v•cr Hima- 
layas from ss*cstcm Nepal and probably Naini Tal' [where ^Vhympcr• ob- 
tained nests and eggs at 2700 m (Baker, J{idsJica£on 3; 79) ; also C. Hudson, 
JBNHS 34: 825] cast through Darjeeling, Sikkim and Bhutan; Assam, the 
Cachar, Khasi and Garo hills, and adjacent tracts of Bangladesh. Occurs up 
to c. 2000 m in Nepal, 2700 m in Sikkim (SA) and 1800 m in Bhutan, in the 
Latter country’ intergrading with tibetanus at the higher levels. Affects salbgcs 
and fields. 

ExtrolirdiaL The IndocHocsc countries and Sunda Islands to Bali. 
Introduced in the Philippines, south Celebes, Lombok and Ambon. For 
range of the spedesscc 1941. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs in the breeding season, othcTssisc in 
flocks. Takes the place of the House Spar^o^v in sdUages and surrounding 
fields. 

FOOD. Grain, seeds, insects and kltdien scraps, 

N'OiCE and calls. C2ilrping notes like House Sparrosv’s but more musIcaL 
BREEDING. Seoscn, March to August; tw'o broods arc rcarM. /^esl, an 
untidy collection of straw, lined wth feathers, placed under cavM, in the 
thatriing of roofr or in holes in trees, svalls or banks. Nesting in boles in walls 
of monasteries and dzongs in Bhutan side by side >vith P. ruillans. Eggs, 4 to 
6 , similar to those of the House Sparrow, srith the same variations. Averse 
size of loo eggs 19*2 X 14*2 mm (Baker). Building of nest by both s e^cs. 
Incubation (by both?), period 13 da>*s. Care of young by both parents. 

hlusruv DiACKCtsQ. Differs from tibelsas in bebg smaller, paler, and \%-ith a 
£awn-bnm*n rump, IHstnuplial and p«tjus*cnal moults complete. 

record and other reports firotn the srestem Hlisalasas need Lc. 

Otajnh a (MmhaH, IHs ISStt 419, fisted tnthout comssest) and Satin VaBer xsear 
(Stohaka,JASBS7,*otdTra.-riy*eeny. ^ ^ 
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^\’ing 

£31 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

67-76 \ 

n-14 

15-19 

/ 52-57 mm 

66 - 74 / 

(mostly 12-13) 

\ 50-56 mm 


(BB, Rand & Fleming, SA) 

Wright 2 o'er 70*3, 20*5; 2 9 9 20-5, 21*3 g (GD, BB). I o' (March) 20; 
13 9 9 (March) 18-24 (av. 20*1) g — SA. May include some inlergradcs with 
tibetoTTus. 


CXJLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brovsTi, Bill blackish in the breeding season, 
othcnvisc brovk-n trith ycIlo\\'uh on base and gape. Legs and feet fleshy bro\%’n. 


1943. Tibetan Tre« Sparrow. Passer manUmas tibeianus Baker 

Passer nonpros tiUtauis Baker, 1925, BuQ. BriL Om. Q. 45: 92 
(Khumbajong, Tibet) 

Passer manlesas maxirKis Schafer, 1938, Proc. Acad. NaL Sci. Philadelphia 89: 385 
0>‘ricuado, southern Tsinghai) 

Baker, FBI No- 1 104, Vol. 3: 179 

xx>CAL NAME. Kaftg-<he (* house bird % Tibetan). 

SEE. House Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in-). 

FIELD CHAR.\CTERS. As in 1942, q»V. 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to short 
seasonal movements, 'Ilbct and the Tibetan fades of northern Nepal 
(Manangbhot, c. 3900 m — ■ Lowndes, JBNHS 53: 34, as malaceensu), Sikkim, 
Bhutan and Arunachal. In Nepal its fangc is not contiguous with that of 
melcceensis, being separated by a humid forest zone; in eastern Nepal docs 
not occur south of the passes (GD) ; in Bhutan intergrades svith malaccensis 
between 1800 and 2700 m. In Vkintcr may descend the main valient to c. 
2800 m (Rand & Fleming, west-central Nepal). Affects villages and fields. 

Extsclindtel. Ranges north to Tringhal, Kansu and western Szechuan. 

GENERAL HABITS. CoUccts in large flocks in autinnn, roaming in barley 
fields, where diey consume a considerable amount of grain. Cjcncrally keeps 
to the neighbourhood of houses and mon^tcrics in \rintcr, but may \%*andcr 
■far afield in summer. 

FOOD and voice. As in 1942. 

SREEDiNc. Season, April to July. Xest and as in 1942. Clutch size 
3 to 5. Average size of 19 eggs 20-7 X 14*7 mm (Ludlow),.* of 50 eggs 
20*8 X 15*1 mm (Baker). 

hfuszuM Diagnosis. Differs from neJaetenAs in being larger, darker, and vith a 
greyish brown rump. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\V'iiig Tarsta Tall 

o ' 9 72-82 16-17 61-63 mm 

(NBK, Baker) 

COLOURS OF B.1RE PARTS. As in 1942. 
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HOUSE AND ROCK SPARROWS 
1S44. Misimi Tree Sparrow. Passer nantanus /u/:a&us Riplty 

Passer srMtasms hepatuvs Riplc,-, ms, Pioc. Bio!. Soc. WajHngton 61 : 106 
(Tctu, MijJimi Hills, NE. Assam) 

Baler, FBI No. 1942 (part), Vol. 3: 177 


i-OCVL KAMEs. None rcairded. 

SIZE, House Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

UEED CHARACTEKS. As in 1 942, q.V. 

CTATUS, DKTOBTOON and HABITAT. Common resident. Artmachal foot- 
bsUs and plains of Lakhimpur and Dibrugarh south to Manipur. Affects 
milages and gardens. 


OEtiERAi, HABrrs, FOOD and voice. Asia 1942. 

BREEDKG. As in 1942.' 

Museuk Diagnosis. Differs from malaecensis in being darker; head purplish 
brown, almost liver-coloured; back, rump and borders of wing-feathers dark rich 
brovm, wmg margins rather nifous; underparts with a distinct brownish wash. 
Differs from tibeterrus by darker colour and smaller siie. 
lIEASUREifENTS 

Wing 68-71 ; tail 50-54 mm (SDR). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. As in 1942. - ■ . 


I 1945. Sind Jungle Sparrow. Passer pjrrhmotus'Siyth 

Passer pjrrhtsratas Bhth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 946 
(Buhawalpore, Sdnde) 

Baker, FBI No. 1099, Vol. 3: 174 
' Plate 100, fig. 5 

LOCAL KAMES. Nonc tccordcd. . 

SEE, House sparrow — ; length c, 12 cm (5 in.). 

FELB ci^RAcrERS. Male, very similar to House Sparrow but s mall er; 
black restricted to chin and throat, not extending to breasL Rest of under- 
parts pale ashy. 

Female, not distinguishable from House Sparrow. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. An cndemic species. Resident, com- 
mon but very locally distributed. The plains of the Indus from Now^tiA 
(r. 34®N.), the Jhclum district, Gurdaspur, Feroeepore and Ludhiana 
(Whistler, JBNHS 20: 1131) south to Sadhani, Hyderabad (c. 25^N.) and 
the Nara canal in Sind. For details of recorded distribution up to 1925 sec 
\Vlustlcr, ibid. 30: 413. Essentially a riverain sparrow; affects tamarisk and 
acacia jungle mixed with tall grass along rivers and around Jhccls and 
swamps ; also Capparis and Salccdora bushes and jungle in semi-desert but in 
the neighbourhood of water. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually seen in flocks of 5 to 20 birds, occasionally as 
part of immense foraging flocks o£ Passer donusticus. Co-exists with P. diwnerfi- 
cus where human habitations lie near riverain forest and tamarisk jungle 
(Holmes 5: Wright, JBNHS 66: 27). ‘Behaviour of flock reminiscent of 
Siskins or Redpolls, merely flying a Jew yards when approached, and then 
continuing their busy search foe food * (Whistler, JBNHS 20: I I5I). Feeds 


PASSERINAE 



on the flats along nvers; abo in bushes and trees or on the flowering hcadi 
or tall grasses. Roosts in parties in thorn thickets, or tamarisk bushes standinir 
m water. ^ 

m ^ (Poty^msa plehe/a partioilarized bv 

1 . K. Bell, MS. notes) ; also insects. 

VOICE and calls. * Voice very like House Spantuv^s but much dearer 
and purer * (T. R. Bell). Song consists of the tisual sparro>v' chirrups inter- 
spersed \rith a note, often repeated, resembling the call-note of the Pied 
Wagtail (A. J. Uurric). 

BREEDING. Season^ end ofFcbruarj' to September; apparently two broods 
arc reared. AVj/, an untidy globular mass of tamarisk twigs, grass and roots, 
srith the entrance near the fop, lined with fcatlicrs; usually placed in the 
tops of tamarisk trees or in dense thorny bushes or suspended from finer twigs 
at the end of long brandies, from two to five metres above the ground. Has 
been observed to breed in old Ba)^ nests (Jones, JBNHS 21 : 1073). Nests in 
small loose colonics. Eggs, 3 or 4, similar to those of Use House Sparrow. 
Average size of 100 eggs 17-8 x 13*1 mm (Baker). Building of nest and 
incubation by both se.xe^. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Species. Pattern similar to that of the House 
Sparrow but band behind e>*c a redder chestnut; car-coverts ashy grr)*; loucr back 
tinged with chestnut. Black of throat narrosver and docs not spread out on breast. 
Outer webs of greater coveru and primar>'-covcrts less rufous-chcsinut. Female 
like a small House Sparrow but spot behind eye darker and car-co\cru more ashy. 
Po5tju\*eaa] moult complete. 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 

<d'<P 67-70 \ 

9 9 63-65 / 

(GET, HW) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris bnnvn. Bill dark brown above, yellow brown bcIow’ 
(cf black in summer). and feet brownish. 

Pa»er RUTiLANs Temnunck 
Key to the Subspecies 

Paler above and below; suffused with j-cllow in fresh plumage 

,Pt r. ctmamsmeus 

^ Darker above and below; not much suffused with yellow.... 

P.r.irtfotnV 


BiU 

(from skull) 

n-i2 


Tarsus 


16-17 


Tail 

f 49-55 mm 
\ 46-49 mm 


1946. flifiriatTt ntt Sparrow. Pasfer rutiloTis einoamafTteus 

(Gould) 

Fjrgita cinrJiTnoTr.ea Gould, 1835, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 185 
(* apud monies Himalayenscs *, restricted to NSV. Himalayas 
by Ticchuist, 1927, JBNHS 32: 347) 

Passer rtitilens debilis Hartcrl, 1904, Vog. pal. Fauna 1 : 162 
(Siod-Tal in Kaschmir) 

Passer nitilans scheeferx Strcscmann, 1939, Oro. Mooabb, 47: 176 
(Sad-TIbct: Sebigatse) 

Baker, FBI No. 1106, Vol. 3 : 181 
Plate 100, fig. 6 


local NAMES- Lai govrija (Hindi); Kcig-che-'ga-rra (‘red-headed house bird*, 
’nbetan) ; Pichi (Dafla). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc. AUze, bright rufpus-chcstnut Streaked with 
black on back. A broad and a narrotv white ^ring-bar. Below, dun and centre 
of throat black, sides of throat pale ycllowL Breast and flanks yellowish grey; 


ntre of belly pale ycHosv. 

Female. brown streaked wdlh dark brown on back. A conspicuous 

tdtjsh supcrdlium and white \ring-bars. Below, pale ycUow^ ashy. ^ 
STATUS DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vcrfial 
ovements. The Himalayas from Chitral and Kashmir (not record^ m 
adakh) cast through Arunachal and southern Tibet. In the wes^ Hima- 
yas (Chitral to Simla) breeds between 1800 and 2400 m, in Kashmir up to 
m ra, in Kulu and Kangra do™ to 1200 m- ti 

vhere apwreotly scarce) noted betw een IDOO and 2400 m and found breed- 
iSTTsTo m (Fleming & Traylor, 1968). No records fmmjbc 
utera half of Nepal Sums poorly biow-n m SAiim. In Bhuun brerfs 
Mve 1800 -TO, and up to 4200 in southeastern Tibet Obsers-ed sst ssmlw 
ctsreen 500 and 1500 m in the ss-estem Himala)-as, sometimes dosm m the 


idjacent plains (Chandigarh), below e. 1000 m in Siklum and in tlie plains 
)f Jalpaiguri district (JBNHS 26 : 995), in the Bhutan and Arunachal foot- 
lills and adjacent plains (Stevens, JBIWS 23: 264). Affects ii^it forest of 
lak, rhododendron, alder, etc., terraced culuvation in tlic vicinity of liiU 
rillagcs and human habiutions, taking the place of the House Sparrow 
vherc the latter docs not occur. In winter also noted in grassland (Lalliim- 
lur) and in barley fields. 

Extralimilal. Breeds in southern Tibet (where migratory, arriving in 
\pril) as lar svest as Goaro, sscstem Tibet (Stolierka). Tlic species ranges 
Torth to Kansu, Shensi, Korea and Sakhalin, cast to Japan, T-iiss-an and 
Laos; also Kafiristan (eastern Afgh.TnIsUn). 

CENTRAL iiAnrrs. "Usually keeps in floida outside the breeding season. 
Gleans grain and grass sec^ on die ground as well as plucks them from 
p-owing sulks. Is fond of perching in exposed situations such as the lop 
oranches of dead trees, telephone wires in hill-stations, etc. 

FOOD. Chiefly grain and seeds; also berries and insects. _ 

VOICE and calls. Call-note ckilp . . . chip similar to House Sparrow s but 
after, more musical. Also saet . . . ssree like an Indian Robin’s notes (SA); 
5ong ehicesha-eha repeated over and over (SmyThies). 

EREEDCio. Seasan, April to August, chiefly May and June. Doubit- 
jrooded. Xest, a pad of dry grass, pine needles, etc. lined mih hair and 
•eathers, placed in holes in trees (up to 9 metres above the ground), m the 
hatching of huts and under the eaves of houses, ofren competing snUi ana 
lusting tits from holes in walk of hil!-sUt!ou bungalow-s. In Bhuun n»ts 
icely in holes in outer sralls ofinhabited drongs and monaiicncs ode bysute 
sith P. rar.laaas. In Tibet svhere trees arc scarce, hollows in banks or old mud 
hortens, betwren stones in bridges or otiicr similar situations are patronutd. 
r>r/, usually 4, sometimes 5, generally more hcasaly marked than UtKC 01 
’. iameslisns. Average size of 40 eggs 19-1 X 13-9 mm (BBO), 

B-9 X I3'9 mm (Baker). Building of nest and incubation by botn 

exes. 

MusELOt DucNOsa. Sec Field Characten and Key to the Specici. 

"Voung male, like adult male but crown brown; chatnut of uppciparU dulrr- 
Inderparts greyish white, whiter on cheeks and belly ; a dusky throat-patch, k aert 
male, like adult female but paler above; underpartj creamy white. roUjuvean 
xoull complrtc. 


eeaturements 


Wing 


Tenus 


T«1 


d’o’ 

99 


CS-62* 

60-78. 


17-21 


r 4C-56 irm 
1.46-53 msi 


Bill 

(from ikull) 

12-14 

(N8K, MD, SA) 

right I cJ- (SepL) 21 g (SDR). I o’ (March) 21 ; 2 P P (AUre.h) 21, 21 : 4 tf » 

rant Irk brown or reddish brown. 
ler 0 -’ and p); legs and feet fleshy brown, very pale brown or dark 
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1947. Y nwwgfi Tr^ SpMTfOW. PosstT TUtilaiS VtUnsiOT 

Rothschild 

Passrr nttUois intensicr Rothschild^ 1922, Bull. Brit. Oni. C3. 43: 1 1 
{Mekong Valley) 

PaucrrvUlcfisjrtmKCTiatsis La TouAe, 1923, Bull. Brit. Ont. O. 43: 120 
(I^otukow, S. Yunnan) 

Paster rutilens lisarmt Stresemann, 1940, Mitt. Zool. Mus, Berlin 24; 172 
(Mt \^ctoria) 

Passer rutilans exteclans Koclz, 1952, Jour. Zool. Soc. India 4: 154 
(Mawryngfcnccg, Khasi Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1105 (part), Vol. 3: 180 

i:x>CM. 'HKMXZ. Jrthfftd (Kacha Naga) ; Serdaig (Manipur). 

SIZE. House Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD OIARACfTERS. As in 1946, q.v. 

STATtJs, DBTiUBimos and HABITAT. Common rcrident. Nagaland, hlarn- 
pur and in the Cachar, Khasi and hCzo lulls. Breeds from c, 1400 m up\s*ards 
in hlanipur, and dotvn to the base of the hills. Affects forest, jungle, gardens 
and cultivation near villages. 

Exiralirrnial. Ranges cast to Yunnan, northern Vietnam and Laos. 

CENEEAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1946. 

BREEDINO. As in 1946. 

MiOTtw Diackosb. Differs from eirwanrami in being darker; underparts grc>-cf. 

MEASUREMENTS, As in 1946. 

Weight 1 19*5 g (SDR). 

.cotjotTRS or BARE PARTS. Iris brovm. BHIblack, basooflowcr mandiblcycIlov^Tsh 
brown. Legs and feet brovm. 

1947a. Afghan Semb Sparrow. Paaer moahitiais jalii Sharpe 

Sharpe, 1888, Cat. Bds. BriL Mus. 12: 322 
(Dedadi, Sdstan, v^tera Afghanistan) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
’ PUte 100, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES- None recorded. ' 

SIZE. House Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, crotm and upper back grey. Rest of 
upperparts sandy brown streaked tvith dark brtu^Ti on centre of back- A long, 
conspicuous whitish supcrdlium, buff beJund eye. Ear-coverts grey. Shoulder 
black; a rufous-chestnut wing-patch with two buff bars. Rest of wng and 
t:dl blackish browm margined wth buff. Below, chin and centre of throat 
black bordered by white malar streaks. A yellow patch on sides of throat. 
Breast and flanks vcr>' pale yellowish bro\s*n, belly pale yellow. In winter 
grey of crown tipped with sandy bro^vn and black of throat tipped with 
white. 

Female. Above, sandy hrm^n streaked with darker brown on back- A 
whitish supcrdlium and two whitish wing-bars. Below, pale sandy brown 
with yellow throat-patch and streaked with pale yellow on belly. Female 
lacks rufous on wing and black on wing and throat. 


STATtJs, DivnuBimON and habitat. Common ^vinter \isitor to central 
Chagai, northern Baluchistan (Christison, A. F. P., 1941; Ibis: 538). Affects 
scrub of Prosopis, Rabus, Temarix, etc. 

Retralimital. Breeds in eastern Iran (Sdstan) and %vcstem Afghanistan. 
Range of species <Bsj\mct, nominate subspecies occtirring in the Io>veT Tigris 
delta and along the Jordan river. 

GENERAL HABITS. ' Generally seen in small flocks, sometimes up to 50 
individuals, occasionally in company widi P. doviesticus or P. fdspeanolenns. 
Has been observed searching the leaves of bushes for insects. 

FOOD. Seeds and insects. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. 

BREEDiNc. ExtralimitaL 

Museum Diacnosb. Sec Field Characters. 

measurements 


VVIng 

Bm 

(Bom skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 

62-68 T 

e. 12 

f. 17 

r r. 50 mm 

62-64/ 

1 r. 48 xnm 


(Paludan, MD) 

Weight 10 d’d' (March) 14-17; 6 9 9* (March) 14-17 g (Paludan). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Unrecorded. 

Genus Petronia Kaup 
Prfrmtia Kaup, 1829, Skira. Entwick. NaL Syst,: 158. 

Type, by tauton>'my, Frin^lta Petronia linnaeus 
Cjmnorhis ' Hodgson * = Blyth, 1 844, Jour, Asian Soc, Bengal 1 3 : 948, 

Tj*pe, by monotypy, FringiUo xanihocoUis Burton, new name* for Ftinplla JleaicoUts 
Franklin 


Bill broad at base, rather pointed. Wing long, almost reaching end of tail. Tail 
rdatively rather short. 


Key to the Species 


Page 

Rcctriccs with white terminal spot P. petronia 81 

Rectriccs without white P. xantkoeoUis 78 


Petronia xanthocollis (Burton) 
Key to the Snbspeoes 


Darker; more grey-brown p. x. xenihocoUis 

Paler; more sandy brown. p, x. trensfuga 


1948. Sind TcUoWthroated Sparrow. Peltonia xanihocoUis trantfuga 
(Hartert) 

Cjmnorhssfiaeuollutrens/aga Hartert, 1964, V6g. paL Fauna 1; 145 
(Bagu Kclat, Baluchistan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1W5, Vol. 3: 168 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. ' 

size. Sparrow — ; length e. 14 cm (5} in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS. As IQ. I949;'q,V. 

STATUS, Di S T Ri BUTtON and HABITAT. Resident or short-range migrant, 
locally common. Paldstan and northwestern India from Kohat, Hazara, die 
Salt Range, Punjab and Haryana foothills up to r. 1200 m (summer visitor 


Petronfa xanthocoUh 



ESD 1 xcrJhoeellti a trem^vga (1948). 3 African subspcdcs. 


only in the preceding localities — Mardi to October) south throu^ central 
Rajasthan and Gujarat to Kutch, the plains of the Indus, and BaluchistaiL 
Affects dry forest, scrub and culti\’ation; in Chagai also oases wTth date 
palms. 

ExiTeUrrdld. Ranges west to southern Iraq. ' 

GENERAL IlAEm, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1949. 

BREEDING. SeosoTt, April to end ofJuIy.'.Veif and eggs^ as in 1949, Average 
size or26 eggs 18 x 12*6 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnosil Differs frxsm the nommate race (1949) ia bring paler, mere 
sandy, less earth-brown above. 

KEA5URZMZXTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tjdl 

(from skull) 

^*9 80-86 lS-16 c. 15 47-53 mm 

(SA, MD) 

Weight 2 d'd' (April) I8, 20 g (Paludan). 

CXJLOCRS OF RARE FARTS. As in 1949. 
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1949. YeUowrthroated Sparrow, Petroma xanihocoUis xanihocoUis 

(Burton) 

FringiUa xenthoeollis Burton, 1838, Cat. Bds. Mus. Fort Pitt, Chatham: 23, new name 
for FfingiUa fiavicollis Franklin, 1831, nee F. JfazieoUxs Gmcltn, 1789 
(Ganges betw'cen Calcutta and Benares) 

Baker, FBI No. 1094, Vol. 3; 166 
Plate 100, fig. 9\ 

LOCAL NAMES. RSji, jangU-ehiria (Hindi) ; Ban-cftdr« (Bengali) ; Mchoroi, Daulem 
(Chota Nagpur); AdaxX’pich'^x, Kende-piehihe, Chentkapichiie (Tdugu); Menjatali 
(Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 14 cm (54 in.), 

FIELD CHAitACTERS. Above, grc>’-browTi, wings and tail darker, widi a 
chestnut shouIdcr-patcH and two whitish 
wing-bars (upper broader and more promi- 
nent). Below, pale grey-brown with a yellow* 
ihroat-patdi; chin and belly whitish. Tml 
slightly but distinctly forked. Sexes more or 
less alike; throal-patcK in female much paler, 
and shouldcr-patA rufous not chestnut. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunON and HABITAT. Com- 
mon resident and marked local migrant. 
The whole Indian Peninsula cast of the range of trensfuga (Kutch to 
Punjab, where intergradcs are found) north to the foothills of Uttar 
Pradesh and Nepal, cast to the eastern tcrai, Bihar and lower Bcr^l and 
south to Kan>*akumari (Cape Comorin). A summer viator in the Himala^’an 
foothills, up to c. 750 m ^ehra Dim). In parts of central India (Mhow, 
S^orc, Gw’aiior, Bctul) disappears during the rainy (post-breeding) season; 
common as a winter visitor appearing irregularly between September and 
November. Noted as mostly a winter visitor in. Delhi, Tanril^Nadu and 
Coorg, and a local migrant in Karnataka, Kerala, the Deccan plateau, etc. 
Movements apparently governed by rain. In Kerala occurs mostly in the low 
country but locally iq> to c. 1000 m (hlaraij'ur) ; in the NBgiris up to c. 1200 
xn. A rare vagrant to Sri Lanka (a flock met with in October — Lcggc), 
Affects open dry-deciduous forest and thorn jimglc, grov'cs, hedges and trees 
near villages and cultivation. 

GENERAL HABITS. CoUccts m flocks aftCT breeding, sometimes in con- 
ridcrablc numbers (* 100 -f* ** S.A), often mixed with House Sparrows or 
Blackheaded Buntings, roosting with them communally in thorn thickets and 
shrubbery. During the heat of the day flocks congreg a te in leafy trees and 
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“ otsr'i’ 'Tt " ” p 

rooD. Grain (of rice and other cireab). seed, of gra« and weeds, veget- ckaractrs. Aiere, pale b™,m streaked with darker brown. Sides 

able matter, lantana berries, ants, caterpillars, beetles and other insets. ™ a streak behind eye dark 

Among insect rlems spccifleally recorded in the stomach contents in an ® supetcilium. Tail 

mtemively cultivated area in Bihar are weevils (Myltocms discolor, Tanymccus wMt- a c" 

hyspi^), s^rab beetle {Onthophagus spim/cr), ant {Oecophjlla smmcgdirui) and 1“''* 

Geometnd larvae (Mason & Lefroy, 1912). Also Uk« regularly fhe nectar s^ r,^ ' 

otCappcms. Salmoba ErythHrm, Basm, etc.; ‘in quest of this the forehead ' WiS^Litor^ r'Zw 

becomes piden with adhering pollen and gives to the birds an unusuaUy r M to n? 

distinguished and intriguing appearance in the distance ‘ (SA). . smut, M- j (Attock, Kohat), 

VOICE and CAUa. CaU-notes resemble those of the House Sparrow but x r. 1 ■ ““ V° (B^'a'd.ii- 

are mellow^ in tone. Song, a pleasant but monotonous chilp-cholp uttered ' ^ ^ 

for long periods from a perch in vicim'ty of nest. Exlralimital. Breeds from Sinkianv wAr lE i-' ■ c 

BBEEDcvo. Season, end of February to end of May (dry season), later in and Iran. The species extends wfth 

the extreme north. Pies! — often in a loose colony — a small pad of hair, countries to Transbaicalia and northern China cditerranean 

lathers and grass placed m holes usually between one and six metres above miorahon. Occurs in wnter quarters from the third «-~t- „rM c 

the ground m a vanety of situations: hollows and cracks in tre^trunks, old the end of March (latest 2 April). ■ fNbvcmbcr 

woodpecker or barbet holes, in roofs of bungalosvs, nest-boxes, disused oenerai. HABrrs. Gregarious in svinter- imnli,. : u « , 

strwt lamps, vent pipes; once under the roof of a church 15 metres high; Prefers stony desolate places and often feci in smbblc fields RiX 

and in disused (or dispossessed ?) nest of Hirundo daurica (92.7). Site often food. S«ds; freshly sowTsvliearrecorfed 

given away by male who spends the greater part of the day sitting nearby, - voice and caeis. A harsh sparrow-like chiip 

chirrupmg loudly and monotonously. £ggs, 3 or 4, tvhite generally tinted breedoto. Extralimital; in holes and fissures in rock scarns 

With broivn or sometimes pale greenish, with smudges, smears, streaks and Museum DtAouosts. See Field Characicn. ^ ' 

blotches varying from grey-brown to dark sooty hrosvn. Average size of 100 HEAsusEsreNTs 

eggs 19 X 13-9 mm (Baker). Female does all the building, the male merely Wing Bill Tarsus ' Tail 

accompanying her (but according to Gill, both birds assist). Incubation by (f™™ skull) 

female only; period undetermined. Care of young by both parents. , 98-104 c IB 18-19 57 . 8 O mm 

Museum Duomsis. Differs from Iromfigo in being greyer brown, less sandy. Weieht 5 /TImS 12 17- 4 o o in-ie » in i j '« ’ 

Posmupual moult complete; no spring moult. Postjuvenal moult complete. '■ of If Lire T^- ^ ® ‘f s 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail and feel pale brownish flesh. 

(fromskull) Genus Montifrinciela Brchm 

00 yLnsI ' ‘'^‘’'''i/'''V"aBrehm. 1828, Isis, col. 1277. 

/o-o J ,u,„ o. „ Type, by subsequent daignalion (Gray, 1640), ffnag.7/a«iVoh,Linnanis 

Wright 9 1^20 (av. 18); 9 9 P 14-20 (av. 18) g — SA. 5 <?<? (Feb.-April) . slender. Tail square. Claws some- 

17-20; I 9 (March) IS-S g- GD. Roonwal. what lengthened. VVmgs and with a large anioum of while. Sr^rs 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis brown. Bill; in female and non-breeding male, Species 

upper mandible pale brown, lower pinkish brown; in breeding male black. Legs A Throatblack ^ 

and feet greyish brown or brownish flesh, '' 2 Greater wing«covcr« largely white 

* a Lesser and median wing-coverts all while ,.Af. mWu 6S 

1950. RocfcSparrosv. Be, ron, a pe/ronia inteonedia Hartert LT.' 83 

Betroniapeimiia i/iUrnteJia Hartat, 1901, Novit. Zool. 8: 32i 2 Gr«ter wing-coverls brown 

(Gilgit) c Forehead white with a black hom-liVe mark M, HmferJi 85 

^ Baker, FBI No. 1109, Vol. 3: 184 d Forehead wholly black M. JaoiJiaea SB 

Plate 100, fiB, 8 ' ® 

* ' 3 Rump white..... M. fiuzeiu,wski< 84 

LOCAL NAHE. DnoMe (Tibetan), 4 j^un,p fuivous-brown M. ruJteoUh 85 
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[1951, Pallas’s SiioH' Finch. Monti/ringilia mvalis aJpicffh {Pa\hs} 
Passer alpUola Pallas, 1811, Zoogr. Rowo-Asial. 2: 20 (Caucasus) 

^ Plate 94, Bg. IS 

May occur in Safed Koh but confirmation required. Whiteheads 
sight record in the Safed Koh is entered under M. adantn (JBNHS 20^730), 
M. nivalis is known to occur in Aighanistan only in the ranges of the Hindu 
Kush. The two species arc not separable in the field. Sec Key to the Spccics.l 

1952. Tibet SnoTv Finch, MontyiingUla adamH ademisi 

Monlifringilla Adamsi Adams, 1859, Proc. Zool. Soc. XAondon (1858), 
p. 482, ftr Moore ms. (l.adakh) ' 

Baker. FBI No, 1 11 1, Vol. 3: 187 
Plate 94, Bg. 12 

LOCAL NAMES. Ricki-fyo^skoky Aleje (Tibetan). 

SIZE, Sparrow -f- ; length c. 17 cm (6| in.). 

FzetJ) chahactbss. Abovtf grey-brown with darker streaks on back. Wing 
dark brown with large white patches on shoulder and tertials. Central 
rcctriccs dark brown, next white tipped with dark brown, BeloWf cream 
colour with a blackish throat-patch. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, msTRiBUTroN' and habitat. Fairly common resident, subject to 
vertical movements. Breeds in Ladakh, Spiti and Nepal (J. Martens, pen. 
com.) between 3600 and 4500 m.'and in northern Sikkim at e. 4900 m 
(Schafer, in Sdlim Ali Birds of Sikkim: 365). Obtained In winter in Kuin 
and thc\uppcr Sutlej Valley. Affects high stony. plateaux, bouldcr-strcwn 
hillsides and scree Ians, and neighbourhood of upland villages, etc. 

Exiralintiial. Tibet north to Tsinghai and cast to Szechuan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually very wild; sometimes amazingly tame and 
fearless. Keeps in pairs in the breeding season, in small flocks thereafter, and 
in huge flocks up to 2000 or 3000 birds in svinter. Feeds on the ground 
commonly on edges of melting .snow patches, running like a lark, not hop- 
ping. Fli^it very undulating, more buoyant than in other snow finches. 

Dupl<^\ Every now and dien, during the breeding season, the male (?) 
launches himself in Uic air from some hill slope and with wings upstretched 
like the letter V, white tail-feathers outspread like a fan, hovers for a while, 
and then gently descends to eaiU\, uttering a short, plaintive little song 
(Ludlow, Ibis 1928: 67). Also displays on the ground, loosely svaving 
extended wings and jerking outspread tail. 

FOOD. Insects and seeds. . , . , j r. 

voice and caux. CaU-note a chaflSnth-Uke potk pud; and a soft mew 
(HW). Sotig monotonous but fairly distinctive, uttered from a rock or m 

W August, chiefly June Juty. Mest, “ 

by both sexes. Care of young by both parents- 


Museum Diacnosw. See Field Characieis and Key to the Species, 

Young, marked as adult but cbm and throat while, the fealhertduiky at ba«. 
Mantle browner. Primary-coverts broivn wiU» only a liule white at base. White 
parts of coverts and uiJ tinged rusty. Tertials edged rufous-brown. Postjuvenal moult 
complete. 

measurements ' 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'd' 109-U7 Y 16-17 21-22 C6-75 mm 

105-113/ (HW, SA> 

COIOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill bUeV. (<f). Imroy brown. )el(owi.I.. 
at base, black at tip (9). Legs and feet black. 

1953. MandelU’s Snow Koch. Monlifringilla taeganowskh (Precvalski) 

■ Ooychspico roczawskii Precvalski, 1875. Mongol. Sirana Tangnl 2: 81, pi. 11 
(Tetunga and Kuku Nor Steppe) 

Baker, FBI No. 1112, Vol. 3: 188 
’ Plate 94, fig. 14 

EOCAL name. Go-pang (Tibetan]. 

SIZE. Sparrow + ; length f. 17 cm (61 ill.). , n. 

rmu> ciiARACrrERS. Abooe. Forehead and supercrUum ^ 

black. Back ashy brouti streaked with darker 

brown with broad asliy white outer edges and while sving-patcli. Tail tUrk 

brown tipped white, ashy white. Sexes alike. c'tirJm 

status!^ OTrrRtBunoN and itAiUTAT. Recorded m norliiem Sikkim 
/ScDlerober-Octobtr, MandcUi, SF 8r 503); a specimen from n^tlhem 
Sikkim (October) in Inglis's CoUcction (HW, MS.). Possibly also Udakh 

(Ward. TBNHS 17: 458). Affects Tibetan steppe. . , a . 

Exiraiimitol. Tibet north to Tsinghai, west to Gartok on the Indu 

" o^RS-'wslro^'°Occurs wherever the ground is riddled wiili hote ol 
mouse-hare colonies (Oekotone) on the dry fnnges of bop etc., rn wh^ 
ru^to "toosIs and breeds. Has a habit of bobbing and bowmg when .. 

“*‘DSiar figki. While the remale remains on the ground 

steeply hi Iho RW fot so™' 10 or 15 m on outspread flultenng * 

larK then suddenly nosrMlives perpendicularly Wdh a loud 

Mongs, alighting close to the fenule to resume hts courtsh p ^ 

m body ft held horizontal, neck stretelted in front, throat Pf^ and head 

bowed low « he circles round her with ouupread tad (Schafer). 

.S“";r'SK« « s-s s,.™, . ..... «.«■ - 

(Schafer). 

BREEDiNo. ExtraUmital. , 

Museum Diao.nosis. See ndd Oiaractn, and Key (o the Spec «. 

mASOKaouin Tail 

(from fathers) 68-73 mm 

jp I0I-I09 f. H-I5 • * (Bslre) 
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coLouKS or B/Jtz PARTS, Iris ycUowisH brown. Bfll pale born, tip darber. Legs 
and feet black. 

1954. Rednecked Snow Finch. rv/iccllis Blzsiford 

Jifantt/rinj^Ia nr/ceffij-Blanford, 1871, Proc. Asiat. Soc. Bengal: 227 
(Lachen Valley, N. Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI No, 1113, Vol. 3: 189 
PUte 94, fig. 16 ' 

LOCAL NAMES, (Tibetan). 

SIZE. Sparrow i ; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD aiARACTERs. fordicad and supcrolium dingy white. A dark 

band through c>'e. Back 'of crown, car-coverts and sides of neck rufous. Back 
pale brown with darker streaks. Wings brown ^vith a white shoulder-patch 
and largely white secondaries. Central rcctriccs dark brown, outer rectrices 
grc)', all vsith a broad white subterrainal band and dark brown tips. 
thr^t white, sides of lower throat rufous. A dark malar streak. Rest of 
underparts creamy white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBirnoN and habitat. Recorded in northern Sikkim in 
October and December at c. 4200-4800 m (hfandcUi, Mcinertzhagen). A 
sight record in October near Daijecling (JBNHS 60: 689). Aficcts open 
gravel plains, grassy' plateaux and banks of streams. 

Exlralimitcl. Tibet north to Tsinghai and Sinklang. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs in the breeding season, othervdse in 
small flocks, sometimes with other species. Lives in company with mouse- 
hares {Ockotona) feeding around the mouths of their burrows. Has a display 
flight rather similar to that of MandcUi’s Snow Finch (1953). 

FOOD. Seeds and insects. 

VOICE and CAua. Gall-note dimd and a magpic-like alarm-note, softer 
than that of M. edamsi (Schafer). 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Ml’seum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters and Key to the Species. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus ^ Tail 

(from feathers) 

. 0^9 91-101 10-n 19-20 55-58 mm 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull (one) 16 mm (MD) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Ills orange-red. Bill dark bluish homy in vonler, black 
in summer. I-cgs and feet black. 

1955. Blamford’s Snow Finch. Montifrin^lla bUmfordi blanfordi Hume 

MontifringiUa Blanfordi Himte, 1876, Stray Feathers 4: 487 
(borders ofThibet to the north of native Sikhim) 

Baker. FBI No. I IM. Vol. 3: 190 
Plate 94, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAME. Abj^po (Tibetan). 

SIZE. Sparrow ± ; length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 
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FIELD CHARACTEB5. Abozt, forAcad wHte with a black hom-likc mark; 
lores and a line dirou^' tyo black. A white supercilium. Ear-coverts white. 
Crown a<hy white changing to rufous on nape and sides of neck. Rest of 
upperparts fulTOus bro\%Ti. kVlng as in nfcnllis but without white shoulder- 
patch. Central rectrices brown, outer grey at base, then white with sub- 
tcnninal brown band and fulvous tips. Below, throat black, sides of breast 
rufous. Rest of underparts creamy white. Sexes alike. 

Distinguished from nfcoUis by black markings on free, wlutc car-coverts, 
unstreaked upperparts, lack of wiutc shoulder-patch, and blach throat. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Rccordcd in northern S ikkim in 
Septemb^, October and December at c. 42(X) m (hlandelU, Mcinertzhagen), 
and 'near Daijiling* {Cct. Bds, Bril. Mas. 12; 264), Presumably al» 
northern Ladakh in the Karakoram Range (cf. Sillcm, 1935: 462). Affects 
Tibetan steppe country and cultivation near yilb^cs. 

Exlralirtnlal. Tibet from the northern Himala^’an ranges north to 
Tsinghai, west to north of Karakoram Pass. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs in the breeding season, in large flocks in 
winter. Associates with mouse-hares {OchoUmf). In winter feeds with sparrows 
near houses. 

FOOD. Seeds and insects. 

VOICE and CMxs. A rapid, twittering song uttered during display flight. 
Other notes unrecorded. 

BREEDING. Extralimital- 

Museck Diagnosis. See Field Characters and Kej’ to the Species. 

MEASlntEME.S'TS 

l\lng -Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from feathers) 

1^9 90-97 f. 10-11 c. 19-20 54-56 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris rcddish brown. BUI blackish slaty. Legs and feet 
black. 

1956. Pere Dasid’s Snow Finch* J^fontifringilla denduna potemni 
(Suslikin) 

Pjrrgilcnda davidiana peterdni Sushkin, 1925, Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hht. 38; 20 
(Khara-djamaty, basin of Kobdo) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 94. fiff' II 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

. SIZE. Spantrw ± ; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Above, forchcad and lores black. Crown and back 
fulvous-brown \vith darker streaks on back. \Ving brown with a white patch 
visible in flight. Tail dark browTx with white subtcnninal band and black 
tips. Below, throat black. Rest of imderpaits fulvous-^vliitc. Sexes alike. 

STATIC, DiSTTRiBUnoN and HABITAT. AccidcntaL One record in northern 
Sikkim in March (Mcinertzhagen, JBNHS 51: 273), Aficcts open desert 
country. ^ , 

Extralirmlal. From northern Tibet to the Altai, Mongolia and western 
Manchuria. 


WEAVER BIRDS, BAYAS 87 


GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE, Unrecorded. 

Museum Diagnosis, Sec Fidd Characters and Rej' to the Species. 
KEASURZUENn 


^9 


ISlng BiU 

(from skull) 
84-85 c. 12 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS, Unrecorded. 


Tarsus 

c.17 


Tail 

e. 43 mm 
(Hartcrt) 


Subfrmily Ploceinae; \Vca\’er Birds, Ba>*as 

For description sec Moreau, R- E-, 1964, ArUde ‘ Wca\-cr*; Ckiin, A. J., 1964, 
artidc ‘ Wcavcr-Finch * in Thomson, A L. (cd.), A DieticKay cf Birds, London 

and New York. 


Genus Ploceus Cuvier 

Plocciis Cuvier, 1816, Rtgnc Anim. 1 ; 383. 

Tjpe, by subsequent designation, Lexie. Phslippina linnaeus 
BUI thid:, culmca curved, longer than depth at base. First primary' (as.) large, 
about equal in length to tarsus. Tail short, slightly rotmded, of twdsx rectrices. 
Tarsus strong, claws rather long. 


Key to the Species 
Breeding Mala 

Page 

A Crown ^-dlow 

1 Breast }*eIIow or iedtuus, imstreakcd 

a Throat dark brown P. pkilippinss 87 

b Throat 5 -dlow P. jr^serfyrdas 9i 

2 Breut hlackBbbrovtn or brown W'ithruIvous&inEa..P.ftrifj*Mij 96 

3 Breast fultnm itrealcd with block P.trj:i^ 98 

Mala in winter and Females 


B Crown brown 

4 Lower plumage pale fulvous ' 

c Smaller; wing generaUy under 76 mm P.pBlipprKss 87 

d Larger; wing Q\-cr 76 mm P.rrxicti^ridins 93 

5 Breast black or fr in ge d with fulvous p. Irtgkslam 9S 

6 Breast fulvous streaked with black P.msr^er 9S 


. Ploceus piulippinus (linnaeus) 

Key to the Sabspedes 

A Bnastfuls-om F./. israrrra 93 

B Breast >-dlow 

1 Dirlcr Md browner iboTt P.p. batrxirmm 92 

^ F.p. ^ipphzl ES 



1 957. Indian Baya. Ploceus phsUppinus phiBppinur (linnaeus) 

JLerfa PhUippina linnaeus, 1766, SysL KaL, ed. 12, 1: 305 (Plulip^raa, mrrr ^ 
Ceylon) 

PL{ecess) bt^a Blyth, 1844, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Beng;al 13: 945 (India) 

’Ploceus' pexsainss Rddicnowj 1886, «r Hodgson, ZooL Jahrb. 1: 156 (Nqal), 
«r Ploceus pesserrxss Gray, 1846, CaL Bds. Mamms. Nepal: 105, synonym of A 
fenaps Swainson 

Plocrus etiigula Sharpe, 1890, ex Hodgson, Cat. Bds. BriL Mus, 13; 491 
(Nepal) 

Ploceus pfsBppieusssrdarpcSeUKodz, 1952, Jour. ZooL Soc. India 4: 43 (Rataapur, 
Bhabanagar fric «= Ehavnagar], Saurashtra) 

Baker, FBI No. 1008 frjan), Vol. 3: 67 
_ . ■ ; Plate 100, fig. 13 

LOCAL KAMES. Beyu, Sen-ddri (Hindi); Bijra (Hoshiarpur) ; SSghdri (Gujarat); 
5»7C31 (Cbota Nagpur); Behui (Bengali); Pe ss u p u piSiu (Tehigu); Tloitgo-nsLKen 
(Tamil); Tiiie rt d n -iHr^i, (TamD m Ccjlon); Weda-ksrallS, Te£i^ 

tuTuUd, C oijcn ’daffulli (Smhala). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 
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HELD CHARACTERS. Male (breeding). Abovf^ cro\vxi yellow. Rest of 
upperparts dark brown striked widi ydloxy 
on back. Btlow, throat and ear-coverts dark 
brown. Breast ycllo^v. Rest of underparts 
cream-buff. 

Female, crown and back ycHow- 

ifh buff streaked with dark brown. Superci- 
bum and sides of neck yellowish buff. Below, 
throat \vhitc, tinged with yellow. Breast 
X I yellowish buff with brown streaks on sides. 

Belly cream-buff. 

Male' (non-breeding). Similar to female but darker, more boldly streaked 
above; supercilium and breast very pale yellow rather than buff yellow. 

STATUS, uisTRiBUTiOH and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to seasonal 
movements. Pakistan in Sind and Punjab east of the Jhelum river, and the 
whole of India (except for the range oUravancoreensis) east to eastern Bihar 
and Bengal (here intergrading with burmanicus) ;'aho Sri Lanka in all zones. 

« 

Ploceus piif/ippinus 




philtppinus (1957). 
E2i3 3 btfrmamcus[i^^^), 


Bil a traveneoTeensit 
4 cxtralimital subspecies. 


In the Himalayas up to e, 1200 m (Kangra), 1400 m (Nepal Valley). In 
Sri Lanka up to c. 900 m. Affects open cultivacion, often near paddyficlds, 
grassland and secondary scrub dotted with babool trees and date and 
palmyra palms. 

MtORATiON. In the Hunalayas most migrate to louver levels in winter. 
Noted as absent from the plains of Madhya Pradesh in the non-breeding 
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«ason; absent from B^atralpur in wntcr. In northern Gujarat 10*,., 
and near Bombay ,t is common in the breeding season 

'’"T' ri'n to Quotta in summer. Mo«mSX 

controlled by ram and the incidence of rice cultivation. 

. HABITS. Highly gregarious, keeping in flocks Use year round arl 

breeding m colonics. F/octing instinct so strong that at the end of the b-wd 
mg season in almost wery la^ nest colony may be found incubated tL or 
even a mummihed brood of nestlings abandoned in the partnU^ 
leave the colony with Uic rest of the community. Gleans grass- an^cd 
scc^ on scanty grassland and fallows, and on dusty cart trades, han-cstrd 
iieJds. etc. hopping hkc sparrow. Also raids ripenbg crops of jonar, laaizc 
rice otlicr cereals, often causing considerable damage. Ho\vc\-cr ihb 
iargdy mitigated by its destruction of vast quantities of uvsect pests csocdallY 
during the pen^ of nest feeding. Roosts in swarms in swampy rced-bci 
and sugarcane fields etc. in company with mynas, and other birdi— in 
winter commonly with wagtails and swallows. During breeding season nest- 
buUdmg males indulge m noisy singing choruses and livciv wing-bcatwer 
displays, thus advertising the colonics to the females from afar. 

rooD. Chiefly grass- and weed seeds (Pamcaccac), cereal grains (rice 
jowar bajra, etc,), insects [grasshoppers (Orthaptcra), beetles (Chtcopten), 
moths (Heteroccra)], caterpillars and spiders; flower-nectar (c.g. of^cfca/ii. 
Epthrina, Capparis, etc.) svhenever available. Nestlings fed mainl)' on cater- 
pillars; motlis, grasshoppers, spiders and triturated tender paddy grains, (For 
further particulars of food and feeding habits see D..N. Mathew, 1971, 
Ph.D. thesis, Bombay University, in press.) 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-notes, a sparrotv-likc chU^hit-chU valuing In 
tempo and vehemence with the occasion. Song, in breeding season, a soHcr 
chit chit chit followed by a long-drawn svheezy whistle chee-ce-ee uttered in 
chorus by males working in a nest colony. A less intense version of tlic same 
• also given in non-brccdlng season by a group of males resting in shrubbery 
during the midday heat. (For furtlicr details see SA and Crook in references 
cited below.) 

BREEDING. Scason, ovcrall April to October depending mainly on the 
SVV. and NR monsoon rains. Building activities commence utth the first 
monsoon showers and the peak nesting periods vary in different parts of the 
couuliy ; in Sri Lanka Mar^-April and August-September. Often tivo brood* 
reared. A'iul, pensile, retort-shaped, with a long down-hanging entrance tube 
measuring between c. 40 and 65 cm in length (once 90 cm-f). Composed of 
finely woven strips of leaves of rice, sugarcane or coarse grass (sometimes of 
date or coconut), unlincd, or only occasionally so with a lew leathers or 
scanty vegetable dotvn. Blobs of mud almost invari.ably stuck inside the 
‘ dome *, presumably for strengthening the fabric but *diosc real purpose 
remains equivocal. Nests grouped in colonics of maybe from a half dozen to 
over 200 on a single tree — commonly a palm (date, palmjra, coconut or 
oUier) and trees such as sheesham (Da/bergia), babool (Acacia), kandi (/Vi>- 
sDpis), karanj (Pongamia) and others. Nests suspended from pinnae of palm 
fronds or tips of pUant branches usually over water *— pool, tank, canal* of 
village well; frequently on plants growing’ from sides of old wells— ^thui 
often from below ground level and up to maybe over 30 metres above ft. 



mm 
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Nestt Jtung along telephone wires or from the palm-leaf thatching of tenanted 
village huts arc not uncommon in some parts of the country'. A'colony usually 
contains nests in all stages of construction, 
from the initial attachment or ‘Avad* 
through' the various hair-firushcd ‘bell* 
or * helmet * stages up to complete retorts 
with long entrance-tubes. Old nest colomcs 
sometimes constitute a minor fire hazard in 
the dry season. During a forest fire the 
suspensions get quickly burnt through. In a 
strong >vind the burning nests arc liable to 
get blown away hundreds of metres across 
cleared firelincs etc., like incendiary bal- 
loon^ and spread tlie conflagration to 
othenvisc safe parts of the forest. Eggs, 
usually 3, less often 2 and rarely 4; white, 
unnurked. Average sire of 100 eggs. 
20-3 X 14-5 mm (Baker). Incubation 
by Jemalc alone; period 14 to 15 days. 
Feeding of chicks by female though male 
. occasionally helps, Chicksflyinl5~17days. 

First-year females mate and breed successfully, >vhJlc first-year males do 
not aMume nuptial plumage or breed till their second year. They may build 
nests in their first year in sites segregated From those of the adults; often these 
nests arc somewhat aberrant or amateurish in form. TJic builders sing and 
advertise, but the nests arc never accepted by females, although they may 
occasional!^' be visited and inspected by them. \ 

Highlights of the unique breeding biology of the Baya may be summarized 
as foIlo\vs: The male practises successive polygyny. He alone builds the nest, 
the female takes no part in the work except in scantily' lining the egg chamber 
after she has accepted the nest. In the early stages of a nesting colony the 
females arc completely absent. When some of the nests have reached the 
* helmet * stage (half-built) a party of females visits the colony to prospect 
for suitable nests. Tlic birds hop from one * helrnci * to another perching on 
tlie initial ring or * chin strap *, pulling a strip here and another 
obviously examining the structure critically'. All (he svhilc they arc engaged 
in the scrutiny the o*vncr males flutter excitedly, clinging outside the nest 
giving tlicir Aving-beating display's and warding off competing mal«. borne 
ncsts'arc approved by females, odieis rejected. Those that fail to fi^^ tenants 
arc often cut down by the builders tlicmsclvcs, and successful nests, cvot 
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may have two or three, and sometimes foui, wives and families all more or 
less concurrently. For fuller accounts of breeding biolog)’, feeding habits and 
general behaviour sec Ali, Sdltm, 193/, JIWUS 3/.* 947^G‘t; t9j7f tbid. 
54; 491-502; Ali, Salim & Ambcdlmr, V. G., 1936, ibid. 53: 361-9; 
Ambedkar. V. C., 1958, ibid. 55: 100-106; I96t, Some hdim It'focrr Birds, 
Bombay University; Crook, J. H., 1960, JDtjHS 57: 1-14; 1963, ibid. 
60; 1-48; Davis, T. A., 19GG, Indian SlaiiiMal Inst., CalcuUa, Tech. Hcpati An. 
Aol. 4/6G: 1-28; I’hiHips, W. W. A., 1910, CijhnJour. Sci. 23(3): 175-180: 
Mathew, D. N., 1971, Fh.D. thesis Bombay Univenhy, in press; Woosl; 
Casey A., 1926, The Ank 43; 295-302, 

MuskuM Diaokosis. See Field .Qiaracters and Key to die Subspecies. I’osr- 
nuptial moult complete. A partial spring moult to breeding plumage. 

Wing Bill I amis lad 

(from slnll) 

, (HW, .SA, BB) 

Weight 7 c?c? 21-28 (av. 24-3): 10 9 9 18-25 (av. 21 -S) g-SA. 

COLOURS or DARE DARTS. Iris bmvvn. Bill in breeding male very da'l bom)'. « 
others homy brmvn with yellow on base and underside of lower roatubble. l.ep 

and feet bomy brosvn, paler in female; claws light horny. , 

hisceuA.ne6us. B-Ty-as are popular with hm! faucers and 
cntert.Tlners at country Dtirs etc. TI.ey read.Iy learrt to perform a ^nrl) ^f 
clever tricks such as retrieving a r.ng throrvn into a ''f 
svatcr, threading tiny beads with a needle, phtekmg and bringing hack eara 
fror^ a chosen tree to their m.aster, and picking up the correct nuralR^t^ 
card from among srweral spread before llicm. Many of 'I>' 
much skill and seeming intelligence, and the birds quite olmousli enj . 
performing them. 

1958. TrassuscosreBaya. PUeus /.Mippinm learaneceeenm 

PIoccui philippirats trercnecreensis Wliistlcr, 1936, J. Bombay nai^ Hur. 

(Koita)'ani, Travancore) 

Baker, FBI No. lOOS (part), Vol. 3: 67 

LorusL rrAsiE. Attellnenei (hfa/aya/am). 
siZE. Sparrow,’; length c. 15 an (6 m.). 

' FIELD CltARACIERS. As in 1957, q.v. , • „ Inml 

STATUS, pisramunon .md iiAnrrAT. Common ‘ , 

mo^Cmerns. Sonthwes.cm India from .al^ut Goa (e. -'t’ Trt 

Kerala in the coastal low country, JocTily np to r. 1000 m. Alice r 
country in tlie neighbourhood of paddy culinaiion. 

GENERAL IiADns, FOOD and VOICE. As in 19o7. ,„ui,v«n, 

imEEDKO. Wn, mainly May to S^temlRT , 

but in some years rvhen there « * ^ (p,,!,. 

recrudescence of brrnhng activity tales ° ^ [,;awaifrs area of 

JBNHS 50: 57). Season mucli prolonged m the . k 

Kerala where hrrreding colonies moft’-'»'n tod 

April. Rice cultivation here is not wholly dependent cm 
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two or lliree successive ci 'o ps arc raised annually, providing aix extension of 
the retjuisite conditions for the Baya’a breeding, /fest, eggs and breeding 
biology as in 1957 (q.v.). 

MuxeuM Diacsoso. Differs from the nominate race (1957) in having the upper 
plumage darlcraodbrowncr.Brcastandflankshave a more pronounced brown Wash, 
the shaft-strcala being more defined and broader at the base than in the nominate 
form. Speomens of breeding males collected in Kerala suggest that in thb race, as 
in hwLBoau (1959), the normal br ee ding plumage is largely suppressed; further 
invesdgation is necessary. 

KSATUItZSCCm 

Wing Bill Tarsxxs Tail 

(from shull) 

d'<? 70-75 10-20 ' 20-21 41-48 mm 

1 9 73 20 20 — 

(HW) ' 

COLOURS or BA%£ PAios. Iris hard brovm. Bill homy brown, yellowish at chin 
and gape; mouth pink. Legs, feet and claws brownish flesh. . 

1959. Castera Baya* Pheeus phtlippirms burmanievs 'Ticchunt 
Plocetis infoTtunatus bvnnanicus Tlcchurst, 1932, Bull. Brit. Om. CL 52: 105 
(Afcyab) 

Baker. FBI No. 1010, Vol. 3; 70 
Plate 100, fig. 14 

LOCAL KAUES. Tw^rii, Baja-sorei (Assam); Dojytiri-hktsi (Cachar), 

SIZE. Sparrow*; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

TiEU> CHARACTERS. As m 1957 but male lacks yellow on breast and mantle. 

STATUS, DBTRiBirnos and hasttat. Common resident, subject to local 
movements. Eastern Nepal tend (Fleming & Traylor, 1968), eastern Bihar, 
Bengal and cast through Bangladesh and Assam, in the plains and foothills 
up to f. 900 m. Affects open country* near cultivation. 

Extralimlal. Burma. The species extends to the Indochinese Peninsula 
and Sumatra. 

CENERAi- habits, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1957. 

BREEDING. Season^ May to August. Nest and eggs, as in 1957. Average size 
of 100 eggs 21 -6 X 14*7 mm (Baker). 

Musrii! Diagnosis. Differs from the nominate race (’957) in the total or almost 
total absence of yellow on breast and no yellow on mantle. Throat variable; may 
be whitish to dmost as dark brown as in philippintu. It is also more richly and darker 
coloured both above and below, and has a noticeably longer bill ( Fleming & Traylor) . 

MEASUREMENTS 

IVing Bill Tati 

(from skull) 

d’e? 72-78 18-20 49-53 mm 

9 9 70-76 ' 17-19 44-49 mm 

(mv) 

Weight 13 Je? 27-32 (av. 29); 10 9 9 24-29 (av. 27-1) g — SA. Cf. 1937. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1957, 

Ploceus mecarhyn'chus Hume 
Key to the Sabspedes 

Under tail<overts white ..P. megarfynekus 

Under talLcoverts yellow*,.. P. m. salimalii 
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1960. Firm’s Baya* Ploceus megerf^has 

Ploceus sr^gei hy n d ' Ms Htunc, 1869, Ibis: 356 
(terai « Kaladoongi (somctlmo Kaladhungi], below Naini Tal, UT.) 

Ploctvs ndfrrffit Finn, 1899, Proc. Asiat. Soc. Bengal: 78 
(Nairn Tal) 

Cf. Ali, Silim & Crook. J. H.. 1959, 56: 457-83. 

Baker, FBI No. 1009 (part), Vol. 3: 69 
Plate 100. fig. II 
. LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

size. Sparrow*; length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS- Male (aduJt) breeding. Above, head and nape 
bright yellow* v.*ith contrasting dark brown car-coverts. Back and upperparts 
dark brow'll, broadly streaked. Rump yellow. Below, from chin to vent, in- 
cluding flanks, bright golden yellow (richer and deeper than in the Baya). 
Beginnings of a darlc brown pectoral collar or broken breast-band on sides 
of neck. Brown breast-band in some examples complete and w*cU defined. 

First-year male in breeding season exactly like female. The latter can 
be distinguished in the hand by smaller overall proportions, and slenderer 
bill and tarsus. 

Female (adult) breeding. Above, head and nape pale canary yellow, or 
browTiish heavily suffused with yellow. Rest of upperparts rich browm, 
streaked darker. Below, pale canary yellow* or yellowish- or fulvous white. 

Female, like male, is seasonally dimorphic and acquires a distinct yclloiv 
bleeding dress, but which is less bright than male’s. 

In non-breeding plumage male and female arc alike (without yellow) and 
separable from Ploceus pBUppinus only by their somewhat larger size, darker 
coloration and larger bill. Definite field identification, however, is not 
alw’a>’s possible. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident, very locally distributed. 
The Kumaon terai below Naini Tal (cf. AU & Crook, loc. cit., and Ambed- 
kar, JBNHS 65 ; 596-607) . Affects pure terai country in which marshes and 
extensive stands of sarpat {JmperaUi cnmdtTiacea) and moonj {Sacckarum spon- 
taneum) arc sparsely dotted with isolated trees, particularly Salmalia mala-’ 
harica, and occasionally interspersed with patdics of rice or sugarcane 
cultivation. 

GENERAL HABrTs. Grcgarious at all times, moving in flocks about the 
grassland. Gleans in ploughed fields and along roadsides; roosts in tall grass 
and sugarcane stands. Walks well on the ground but hops when moving fast. 
For study of behaviour etc. see Crook^J. H., JBNHS 60: 1-48. 

FOOD. Rice grains, hemp and other small seeds, and insects. Nestlings 
appear to be fed mostly on insects. 

VOICE and calls. Louder and harsher than that of P, pfdlipptmts. Tlic 
following calls have been noted: A harsh twit tzmt in flight (Ambedkar). A 
nsittcring call given on take-off or alighting. A loud sheer sheer (or tseer tseer) 
mobbing call wlulc making fi>ing feints on intruders. A high-pitched alarm- 
note. Male’s song may be Tendered as; twiUtanUtiUUf’t’UfrTTrr wheeze whee wee 
we. Occarionally a lugh-pitched seep seep either follow the song or occurs 
during wing-beating display. The birds often sing in chorus (Ali & Crook). 
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BREEDiNa. Season, very early in the rainy season, probably from the end 
of May, continuing through August. Probably has two broods. Nest, built in 
colonics in trecrtops about 9 or 10 metres 
from the ground early in the season, or in 
marshy reed-beds (lypha and Fhragmttcs) 
later, after the rains have inundated the 
depressions. Salmalia mdabariea, Dalber^ 
sissoo, Bulea monosperma and Manpfera indica 
arc the trees most commonly patronized. 
The birds strip off all the leaves around the 
nests so that the upperpart of the canopy is 
normally completely denuded and the 
colonics (clusters of nests) thus stand out 
prominently against the sk>’, looidng in the 
distance rather like the carton nests of W’asps. 
Unlike those of other Indian W’cavers, ihc 
nest is supported, not suspended. It is a large 
globular structure, untidily but firmly w’o\*cn 
with long strips of coarse grass, with entrance 
at one side near the top. Often a porch-like 
projection surrounds the entrance. The 
structure is usually firmly knotted to upright t>rigs (or reed stems in the case 
of reed-bed colonies) which arc often worked into the fabric and also support 
the body of tlic nest from bcIo3%*. Many of the nests form composite units, 
being linked together by connecting.walls or flanges of material, or by loi^ 
separate strands bound in firmly at each end to different indiridual nests. 
Usually tlicsc shapeless composite structures (2 or 4 nests) belong to a single 
male. For details on reed-bed nests sec Ambedkar, V. C., JBNHS 65: 596- 
ro7.£gj/,2or3, white. As'cragcsizc20-9 x 15*2 mm (AU & Crook). Nests 
bmlt by the males only but females may be observ’ed * titivating * and shap- 
mg N’cry acti\*cly during their inspection s-isits to the colonv. After cgg-Ia>ing, 
females may bring soft grass-heads or bulrush fluff to line the interior. Breed- 
ing bio!og>' vcr>* similar to that ofBa^-a, q.v. Male polygsmous; sex ratio ' 
estimated at 2 to 4 females to one male. Females first \’iril a colony w*hcn the 
nests arc at an early stage of construction. They arm-e ringlv or in small 
groups. The male responds by an elaborate wing-beating display, arching 
ms bac^ spreading his tail, while the fcroalcs hop about among the nests, 
inspccu'ng and titirating. Some nets are appro\-ed and appropriated, othera 
passed b>-. Incubation b>- female alone ; period 1 4-1 5 daj-s. Both sexes feed the 
>-oung but fcm^c more acm-c. Young fiy in f. 1 5 daj-s. Male spends much time 
near nest, smging and dri\-ing off females other than his oss-n. For details on 
breedmg biology sec Ali & Crook, lee. cit., and Ambedkar, V. C., loc. dr. 

Diacsosis. For dminction (rom sdiruOa sec I96Qa under Museuni 

MEASt*REME?n:S 



^9 


W7ag Bni 

(from skull) 
69-80 22-23 

66-74 • 21 


Tarsus Tail 

25 56-60 ram 

24 54 jni*j 


(Ali & Crook, Ambedkar) 


96 PLOCEINAE 

\Vcight 3 34-40; 7 9 9 30-34 g (Ambedkar). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Male. Iris orange-brown. BUI blackish hom, paler 
at base. Ixigs and feet brownish flesh. 

Female and first-year male. Iris hazcl/orange-brown. BiU homy brown, 
paler at base on chin. Legs and feet brownish flesh. 

1960a. Eastern Finn’s Baya. Ploceus megcrj^hus sclimalii AbdulaU 
Ploceus megarhjnchis selinalii Abdulali, 1960, Jour. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 57: 660 
(Bhutan Duan) 

Baktir, FBI No. 1009 (part), Vol. 3: 69 

LOCAL NAAtES. Nonc rccoxdcd. 

SIZE, sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1960, q.v. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident, very locally distributed. 
Hasimara m Jalpaiguri district, northern Bengal, near the Bhutan border 
(O’Doncl, JBNHS 24: 821; Inglis, ibid. 26: 994 — nest described; cf. 
abo Abdulali, ibid. 51: 200-204); Agia near Goalpara in w'cstcm Assam 
(specimens obtained by Koelz Jide Abdulali, loc. cit.) ; Salt Lake near Cal- 
cutta — breeding (Saha, S. S., 1967, Proc. tool. Soc., Calcutta 20: 181-5). 
Affects grassland mixed with scrub and trees. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1960. 

BREEDEsc. As in 1960. 

MusEim Diagnosis. See Kc^* lo the Species. Differs from nominate 
(I960) as follows: 

Male, yeUow’ of forehead about 26 mm or less in extent, average 20 mm (r. 26 
to 29 mm, average 27 mm, in nominate) ; colour of head a purer yellow ; rump sho\%*s 
less j-cUdw; under tail -Coverts and sometimes lower belly while (r. yellow in nominate) . 

Female entirely ^-cllow from chin to under taiI-co%*crts (r. chin to upper belly 
in nominate form). 

MEASUREMENTS 

IV’ing Bill 

fifom skull) 

d'd’ BO-82 21-22 

9 9 77-76 e. 20 

COLOURS or BARE ^ARTS. As in I960. 

1961. Bladrthroated Weas*er Bird. Ploceus ber.ghalaisis {t.\ns\z.zv^ 
Lcjcia ber^kaleTois Linnaeus, 1758, S)*sL NaL, ed. 10, 1 : 175 
(Bcngbala) 

Baker, FBI No. 1012, Vol. 3: 72 
• PUte 100, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Scrlo taja (Hindi) ; Shoe bajn, Kiricarda tija (Bengali). 

SIZE. Sparrmv; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. ^lalc (breeding). Aboze, crown golden yellow, sur- 
rounded b>* a black band or drcict. Rest of upperparts dark brown with pale 
edges. Brfatc, whitish with a broad dark brown band across breast. 

Female. Above, dark brown svith fulvous streaks on back. A dbtinct 
supercllium, yellow in front, buff behind cyo. Ear-coverts browTn. A yellow 
patch on each side of neck. Belaw, chin and upper ihrtxit pale ycllosv with a 
dark brown malar streak- Breast buff with a variable amount of blackish 
brown. Rest of underparts buff. 


Tarsus Tall 

23-26 37-59 mm 

23-24 f. 55 nun 

(Abdulali) 
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blackisj. bro,™ 

identifies the ipedes. Females with buff breast distin- 
from female Baya by brotra and yeUow pattern on sides of hSd 
STATO.DiSTRiBimoNandHABrTAT. An endetnicspecies. ResidentTsubiect 
to local movements; common but locally and tapriciouslv disIributpH 
Palcistan and northern India from N.W F P rnial\ rist t>»rny.crl, xt • u* 

Hyderabad, Shdcarpur), Kutch (vagrant), Gujarat (Decia, Baroda and 
P/oceus benghohnsh 



Bhtributional range 

Kaira tfctricts) and Bhandup near Bombay; one record from Bastar, south- 
/c ® winter record in the western Nepal terai 

(Rand & Fle^g, 1957). Breeds in the duns of Uttar Pradesh and in 
Si^ra up to 1200 m_ (Baiter, Kdijication 3; 7), othens-ise essentially a bird 
ol the ferat arid plains. Affects reed ssvamps and grassy plains liable to 
monsoon flooding, ^ ^ r 

- OEOTRAL HABITS. More or less as of Baj-a (1957) q.v. Keeps in flocks 
outside the breeding season. 

FOOD. Seeds and insects. 

VOICE and CAti.s. Soft ekit-ckit calis given by birds fljdng into the colony. 
Song, a soft, hareJy audibic tsi ist tsisik tsisik tsik isik like the chirping of a 
cncfcet (or ‘short, subdued squeaks as of an unoiled bicyde wheel ’ — SA) 
giv&n during ^ving-bearing display while male approaches female closely; 
also when sftdng solitarily within his territor)’. Its function appears to be 
courtship rather than advertisement, although there may be some advertise- 
ment significance when the male sings by himself (Crook). 


PLOCEINAE 



X r.V„ 


andwitha.hJrtcrcntranct?i:l!!^kt:i„»^-^ 

groups of tu-os and threes in a widely scattered <”^30^ BaSt a 

of grasses, especially mosnj or ter (tectera sfisuloJrt). Se^^ 

“ ' ' ditches and borrov^-a, 

etc. in low-lying sw-ampy countrj-. See-, 
of the growing stems are incorponbi 
directly into the flat ‘dome’ or top of tit 
s^c^ and support it in podtioa. At 
the helmet ’ stage of the constnicfioas 
quantity of svet mud or cowdung (in ok 
case human excreta — SA) is danbeJ 
thickly along the edge of the helmet - 
analogous to the nape portion— into 
which bright-coloured scarlet or oraarc 
flowere or flowcr-pelab {linia£,u^„. 
stwemc) are implanted. Objenatio.'n 
suggest that this is part of the courtship 

riWals in the present species and P.resper ' 

which may exercise a direct influencc’oa 
the reactions’ of the visiting fcrtule. 
Hosves-er, though fixquent enough, th’a 
, - ,V docs not appear to be a univetsai haHt 

A common form of display consists of the male alighting a few- centimetres from 
the lemale on a more or less horiaontal arching reed stem, bowing hb head low 
so tliat h« bluish bill points groundw-ards and his golden crown u presented 
at her, while he flaps h« outspread wings deliberately but unhurrictlly and 
moves closer. (For details on ecology, display, reproductive behaviour, etc. 
set Crook, J. H., JBNHS 60: 1-48; Ambcdkar, V. G., ibid. 69: 268-82. 
Diacxosis. Sec Field Characters and Key to the Species. 
U£AStm£U£KTS 

Wing Bm Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

£f o’ 69-75 \ 

9 9 65-72 J 38-45 ram 

WeightBiJidi 18-22 (av. 20): 8 99 18-21 (av. 19-5) g — SA. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iiis light bfovvn to bright hazel. Bill pearly »hilc or 
pale bluish plumbeous. Legs and feet pale flesh or >*ellow-ish flesh. 

Floceus manyar (Horsficld) 

Key to the Snbspcclcs 

Paler, less rufous above .F. m. /enVr/r 

Darker, more rufous abosT P. n. ttfwnns 

1962. Didian Strealced Weaver Bird. Ploceus many or ^otietps Lesson 
Pli>ctus faticeps Lesson, 1831, Traiti d’Om.: 435 (Pondlch^ry) 

EupUctes striatus Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat- Soc. Bengal J 1 ; 873 (Sind) 

Baker, FBI Nos. lOll 1014, Vol. 3: 73. 74 
Plate 100, fig. 12 

' LOCAZ. KAJUEs. 77/ifl b&ji (U.P.); Txii‘bib& (Bengali); Bimim Hy6 (Hindi in 
Deccan); AttakkurSrip KoyataUa (Maiayalam) ; ThCbcnin kurCrit Mertja kurSri (Tamil 
in Ceylon); (Sinhala). 
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SIZE. Sparrow; length e, 15 cm (6 in,). 

riEi 4 > CHARACTERS, Malt (breeding), Abovt, cro^vn golden yellow. 
Sides of head dark broivn. Rest of upperparts dark brown streak^ with 
fulvous. Belows throat bro^vn. Rest of underparts buff streaked with dark 
bro^v^, especially on breast. 

Female and non-breeding male. Above, dark broNsm with fulvous streaks. 
A conspicuous yello^vish supercilium. ^ar-coverts dark bro\vn. A yellow 
patch on sides of neck. Betow, throat and belly whitish. Breast and flanks 
buff streaked >rith dark brown. Confusingly like' female benghaUnsis, but 
primrose yelJo\v supercilium continued as a loop round bro^vnish car-coverts 
into a short collar on sides of neck usually diagnostic. 

The boldly streaked breast identifin iht species. Some lightly streaked 
non-breeding males very similar to- the Baya but distinguished by yellow 
patch on sides of neck. ‘ 

STATUS, DisTRiBUTiort and HABITAT. Resident, widespread but locally 
distributed; common in siutable localities. Faldstan from Punjab and Sind 
east and south throughout the Indian Peninsula to Kerala and Sri Lanka, 



1 t jhaetps (1962). a (1963). 

3 cxtndinutal tubspccic*. 

east to eastern B'lhar and Bengal. Affects flat, sivampy and rmn-floodrf land 
and riverbeds, espedally bulnishes and tecds stand^ m watCT [while F. 
bengkaknsis tends to occupy grassland (‘ scM of thatching gnus ) and adja- 

*^oENE^Mro. ^ Sinular to those of the Baya. For details on behaviour, 

''FMm''Gra 2 -!ind weed-seeds and cerealgrains (including rice), and msects. 
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VOICE and cmjj. Birds approaching Ihe colony emit loud e/iul (kirt shirt 
calls continually. Displacing males call tre Its thmtr chmsr repeatedly when 
performing in unison with other males. Song, a soft continuous trill ut-tti-trt- 
sre-sec-sse (usually repeated about six limes) culminating in a joyous long- 
drawn B-chttss or o-whertet. Given by males individually (not in chorus) 
while perched on dome of nest or nearby, with neck fully upstretched and 
without any sving-flapping. Of same pattens as the Baj-a’i song but softer 
and more musical. A different song — a pleasant more spirited jingle litili- 

ktkilee, iHililctkiUe given when a female is sighted in the vicinity of his 

half-built nest. The worWng male flies excitedly from reed to reed in (or 
over) his territory with slosv deliberate (isovering) unng-flaps, legs dangling 
below, singing lustily in an obvious effort to cniiee her. If she flics offhe 
gives chase for a few metres in the same hovering manner but soon loops 
back to his nest — the action remin'iscent of a flycatcher’s sortie after a gnat. 
He continues to sing upon regaining his perch to the accomp.animent of 
vigorous sving-beating (SA). 

EREEDINO. Stasia, early July to September in the Peninsula; from Feb- 
ruary on in Kerala ; February' to April and June to October in Sri Lanlta. A «(, 
a rather loosely svoven structure of coarse grass strips like the B.iyai, but 
smaller, rounder, comparatively roughly finished, and witliout the prasilc 

suspension of the elongated en- 
trance-tube (only occasionally up 
to 15 or 20 cm long). Attached 
directly to tips of several mwarclly 
arching flags of bulrush (cat-taii) 
or coarse grass blades pulled in by 
the bird towards the * "'ad * vr 
point of suspension of the nest 
(something like llic ribi of an opea 
umbrella meeting at Die tentre) 
and worked into its dome and 
Vs*alls. Indiridual nests usually db* 
pened 2 or 3 metres apart ovtt * 
wide area in small scattered 
X r. V«# clusters of 3 or 4 nats 

in bm^kaleruis) among beds a 
bulrushes mpha) and sarpat grass (Piragir.iks) standing in warer, the rals- 
nici often mixed oith Blackthroatcd Wcaven. Sometimes built at eml « 
tKn pliant branches ofbushea and smaU trees overhanging streams or p«o . 
At the ■ helmet ' sugc of the construction the interior of te nnt 
edge of the ' nape ’ portion, above the egg-chamber to be) , 

s«th blobs of wet mud or cov-dung into which ‘ ^ 

Jtetoa) or, petals are ’bommonly !"pressed:_cr. Bfackthrruied 

(1961). Eggs, usually 3, sometimes 2 or 4, white. Average sue of ^ 
20-3 X 14-3 mm (Baker). Incubation mainly ^ fcnulc, J" ■ 
greater p.-irt in this chore than do others of fa 
14-17 days; care ofyosmg by both sexes; young fly in 17^ »»- 

Ecnus male polygynous, but occaiional monogyny- has been 
l^ p’r^Sty ^ both sexes (SA). For other deUfl. on ecology, behsvi^t 
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and breeding biology see Craok, J, H., JBNHS 60: 1-48; Ambedkar, V. C., 
aid., 69 (2) : 268-82; Pbmip5, W. W. A., Ceylon Jour. Set. 23: 178^0. 
Muxeuh DiAonoits. Sec Field Characten and Key to the Subspecies. 
UEASUaUCETm 

Wing Bill Tama Tail 

(from skull) 

^9 66-72 c. 18 21-22 - 41-44 mm 

(Baker, HW) 

ooLOUUs or BARS PARTS. Iris brown. Bill brownish hom paler at conmussurta. 
I^cgt and feet brovraish pink; claws dusky. 

1963. Burmese Streaked Weaver Bird. P/oems manjfar p^gusnsis Bsker 
Ploceus vumjer ptiuensis Baker, 1925, BulL Brit, Om. Cl. 45: 58 (Pegu) 

Baker. FBI No. 1015. Vol. 3; 75 

LOCAL NAMES. T(lia fcffya, Tal ehaid (Bengali); Bawqyi (Rangpur), 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD cHARAcrrERS. As in 1962, q.v, 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Resident, locally common. Eastern 
Bihar and Bengal (where intergrading with Jlawps)^ cast through Assam 
and Bangladesh, Affects reed swamps and tall grass. 

Exlralimtal, Burma. Other subspecies in the Indochinese Pcmnsula, Java 
and Bali. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1962. 

BREEDING. Seasofty May to September. eggs and breeding biology 
as in 1962. Average size of 100 eggs 20*6 x 14*9 mm (Baker). ' 

Museum Diacnosts. Differs from faviups (1962) in being darker, more ricbly 
coloured. Edges of feathers on upperparts more nifous. BeloWy more fulvous and 
more heavily streaked. 

MEASUftEWEffTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ai m 1962. 

Subfamily Estrildinae : Avadavat, Manias 
For descripdon see references under Ploceinae, p. 87, 

Genus Estrilda Stvainson 
Eslrilda Swainson, 1827, Zool. Jour. 3: 349. 

Type, by original designation, Loxia cslrild Linnaeus 
Ama^ava Blyth, 1B36, i« White’s Nat,’ Hist. Sclbome: 44. 

Type, by tautonymy, Fringitta amandava lancaeus 
Stietospiza Sharpe, 1890. Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 13: xii, 287. 

Type, by monotypy, FringiUa formosa Latham 
Bill moderate of short; culmen slightly cur\'cd- ^VTng moderately rounded. First 
primary (as.) minute, third and fourth longest. ^ 

Key to the Specie* ^ 


Upperparts olive . E.formoia 

Upperparts brown or red. E. cmendava 


1964. Red Mania or A%’adav*at« Esirildd amandara amandava (Linnaeus) 
Fringitla Amandava Linnaeus, 1758, Syzt. Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 180 (eastern India, restricted 
to Calcutta, West Bengal, by Baker, 1921, JBNHS 27: 725. WhisUcr & Kinnear, 
1M3, JBNHS 36: 837, designate northern Gujarat, apparently unaware of the 
earlier restriction) 

Baker, FBI No. 1036, VoL 3; 96 
Place 98, hg. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. ZM Or Lit mu/ua (Hindi, Bengali); Tcrra^'iBtfteuri (Tclugu). 
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setE. Sparrow — ; length r. 10 cm (3 in.). 

FIELD characters. Male (breeding). Abovfy brotvn to crimson. IVings 
dark brown widi a few small ^vhitc spots. Tail dark brown finely tipped %\ith 
whitish. BetoWy crimson, flanks spotted vdth. white; lower belly dark brown. 

Female. Above, bro^vn, a few white spots on \ving. Lores black. Upper 
tail-covcrts crimson spotted with tvMtc. Below, throat and breast greyish 
buff; belly saffron-yellow. 

Male (non-breeding) like female but throat and breast greyer. Young 
male like female but bcUy buff 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, fairly common but locally 
distributed. Pakistan (Pcshaw*ar, Thai, Quetta, Karachi) eastwards through- 
out the Indian Peninsula, south to Madurai (Tamil Nadu) and cast through 
Bangladesh and Assam. In Jammu and Garhwal (Dehra Dun) occurs only 
at the base of the hills. In Nepal fotind in the terai and duns (Fleming & 


Estrildo omondflva 



I errmdara (196^). 2 ExtnJimital suhspeda. 


Traylor, 1968); in Assam up to c, 1200 m. In the hills of southern India 
up to 1800 in, locally to 2100 m. Has a preference for swampy grassland 
and sugarcane fields. Affects reeds and tall grass near marshes, jhecls and 
canals, mixed grass and dw'arf ^z^phus or tamarisk scrub near cultivation,' 
etc.; in Assam also villages, gardens and cultivation. 

^tralimital. The species extends to Yunnan, the Indochinese countries, 
and the Lesser Simda islands. Introduced in Sumatra, Singapore, hlanila, 
Mauritius and Reunion islands. 

general habits. Keeps in pairs or small flocks up to 30 birds, often 
with other munias, feeding on grass heads or on the ground and roosting 
communally in reed-beds and sugarcane fields. 
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food. Chiefly grass seeds. 

voice and calls. A series of high-pitched chirps uttered in flight (Flem- 
ing) • and a * husky squeak *. Song, a high-pitched but soft continuous 
twittering given by male from the tip of reed stalks; sometimes also in flight 

BREEDING. SeosoJi, in Assam mostly June to August, in northern India 
mostly July to October, in Paldstan mostly after the rains, September to 
December. Nests have also been found in May, January and February, 
dZest, a ball of grass with lateral entrance-hole — sometimes in the form of 
a short tube of fimvering grasses. Lined with finer grass, floss from bulrush 
heads, etc, and occasionally a few feathers. Placed low down in a thorny 
bush often near ponds, streams and canals, occasionally in rushes standing 
in water. Eggs, 6 to 10, while. Average size of 100 eggs 14*4 X 11*2 mm 
(Baker). Building of nest by both sexes, the male often adding to the nest 
ivhilc die Female is incubating. 

MusEim Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. A complete moult to breeding plumage 
in May-July. Postjuvcnal moult complete, about ApriL 

MEASUREMENTS 

\Ymg Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

9-n 12-13 { 

L 3-1-39 mm 

(HW, SA) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris hazel 610 %^^ or brownish orange. Bill blackish 
brown in very young birds, changing to xedthsh brown; in adults or nearly grown 
birds bright coral-red, blackish on culmea; mouth in immature bird pale yellow 
with tiny slate coloured spots. Legs and feet brownbh flesh or pinkish flesh colour; 
daws brown. 

Miscellaneous, The Avadavat is a favourite cage bird, widely exported. 
Its name is believed to be a corruption of Ahmedabad (now the capital of 
Gujarat Slate), whence more than 200 years ago examples were brought to 
the English factory in Surat (JBNHS 36: 837). 

1965. Green Mania. Estrilda Jormosa (Latham) 

FringiUa fannosa Latham, 1790, Index Om. 1 : 441 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1035^ Voh 3: 94 
Plate 98, Fig. 15 

LOCAL NAMES. Hari lit, Hiri miatia (Hindi); IJli muma (Gujarati). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in,). 

TOLD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, oUve-grecn. Tail blackish brown. 

Below, throat pale yellow; breast, centre of belly 
and under tail-covcrts bright yellow. Flanks barred 
with olive-brown and white. 

Female similar to male but browner above, 
duller and paler below, flanks with fc^\•cr and 
obsolete bars. 

STATUS, distribution and HABITAT. An endemic 
species. Resident, \*cry locally and uncs'cnly distri- 
bute; on the whole rather scarce. Mainly central 
India from hit Abu, Gwalior, Jhansi, Surguja south 
to Mahableshwar, Utnur (Adilabad disL, Andhra) 



Ti.n, X c. 1 
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and Vishakhapatnam Ghats. Also recorded Grom Lucknow (Reid, SF 10: 
56) and Lahore (Currie, JBNHS 24: 566 and 594); specimens from 

Estrilda formosa 



Distributional range 


un Isolated pockets 


‘ Bihar * (Hodgson) in the British Museum. Affects grass and low bushes, 
tall grassland, sugarcane fields, and boulder-strcsvn scrub jungle. 

GENERAL HABITS. Fccds On thc grouxid and flies up into grass and low 
bushes svhen disturbed. In thc non-breeding season collects in closely knit 
flocks of up to 30 or 50 birds. 

VOICE and calls. Keeps up a distinctive convcnational swee sivee . , . 
rcmiaiscent of thc squeaks of Turdoides suhrufus (1259) only much feebler. 
Also feeble cheeps like Red Mimia’s (SA). 

BREEDiNO. Seasoni breeding recorded in May and January. JZest, a large 
globular structure made exteriorly of coarse grass, lined with finer grass, 
and attached to sugarcane leaves. Breeds in small colonies. Eggs, 5 or 6, 
white. Average size of 1 6 eggs 17-2 X U -9 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Firid Characten. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^\^ng Bin Tama Tail 

(from skull) 

d'g' 46-51 \ / 34-39 mm 

9 9 46-50/ \ 35-39 mm 

(HW, SA) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bin red. Legs and feet slaty brow n to 
fleshy brown. 
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Genus Lonchura Sj’Jccs 

Lemekura Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 94. 

Type, by original designation, Frmgilla nisoria Tcnuninck = Icxia pv^tetuhua Linnaexa 
Mania Hodgson, 1836, AsiaL Res. J9; 153., 

T>-pe, by oripnal designation, Af. RubrorJsn Hodgson = Loxia eirieapilla Vie2Iot 
UroJonche Cabanis, 1851, MusrHein. 1 : 173, new name for Lerxkara Sykes 


IVing rather pointed. Tall short or moderate. Bill stout, s>sx»llen at basc- 
rathcr short, toes long. 

L*gj 

Key to the Species 

A Rump white 


Page 




*B Rump not white 



4 Crown brown 

a Centre of belly creamy white 

b Centre of belly spotted. 

. . . .L. punetulata 
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1 966. Wlutethroated Munia. Lonchira malcbarica maUbanca 
(Linnaeus) 

L/ixia malabanca Linnaeus, 1758, Sj’St. Nat., cd. 10, 1 : 175 (India) 

Baker, FBI No. 1030, Vol. 3: 89 
Plate 98. fig. 17 

LOCAL NASIES. PdvM mwtia (Gujarati) ; Charckdra, Chdrgdf Chdrdkkdt PiddS (Hindi) ; 
PiduHf Sar tnuma (Bengali) ; Jinuicayi (Tclugu) ; Vt^alatta (Kfala^'alam) ; J/fUu-kSruvi 
(Tamil in Ceylon); Wu-kvntlld (Sinbala). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A plain earthy bro\s*n thick-billed little bird with 
a pointed blackish tail, whitish underparts and a white rump. Abov^^ brown. 
Rump wWte; \vings and tail dark bro\vn, the latter pointed. BeloiUy creamy 
white; flanks bro'vnish buff. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common and wdespread resident. ' 
Pakistan from Chftral, Quetta and Karachi cast and south throughout 
India to Bangladesh (Dacca); also Sri Lanka in the low-country Dry zone. 
In Chitral (where it is a summer visitor), in Punjab and at Mussoorec 
occurs up to c. 1200 m; in Nepal only recorded from the eastern terai; in 
India restricted to the low country up to 600 m. Affects cultivation, .grass- 
land, babool jungle, sparsely scrubbed coimtry and light secondary jungle. 
Prefers drier country than other munias. 

Extralimilal. Ranges west to southern Arabia. Other subspecies in Africa 
south to Tanzania. 

GENERAL HABITS. Thosc of thc gcnus. Usually in flocks, up to 60 birds. 
Feeds on the ground, oflcn by hedges and along cross-country cart tracks. 
Drinks by rapid ‘ sip and swallow * action at the rate of about Wo per 
second. Roosts in family parties .of 5 or 6 huddled together in old nests. 


ESTRILDINAE 


Lonchurc mahbariea 



FOOD. Seeds of grasses such as Penniselumf sorghum, Sacchanin, sedges, 
etc,; also ants, beetles and other small insects. Occasionally flower-nectar 
(jE^-tArina) — • SA. 

voiCE and calls. *A t>vittcrmg cheeping, a plainthT; little \vhistlc, a 
sharp chip and a triple chirp * (Nichols). 

BREEDING. Seoson, chieflyjuly to December in Punjab, Januar)* to March 
in central India, September to Nov'ember about Hyderabad, December to 
May in Kerala, December to March in Sri Lanka. AVrt, an untidy ball 
of grass with a lateral entrance-hole distinctively fringed, like a-sliorl tube, 
with feathery flowering grasses. Similar to nest of Striati^ Munia but trith 
fine twigs on the exterior; often lined with a variety of fcaUicrs (egret, 
parakecr, roller, etc.) and in cotton-growing areas svith cotton wool filched 
from the fields. In one case many bits of newspaper were used on thc outside. 
^Nest placed in some thorny bush {^izyphus. Acacia^ Capporis^ Euphrbiay etc.) 
usually about tsvo or three metres above the ground. Nests have frequently 
been found svithin thc pile of sticks fomung the nest of a vulture or eagle, 
even an occupied one, and in the thatch of houses. Disused Baya nests arc 
often appropriated; the birds may often be seen haunting Ba>'a nest-colonies 
even while thc legitimate owners are still in occupation, entering thc hanging 
tubes as opportum'ty offers. Although thc raunia's eggs ha^'c never been 
found in occupied Baya nests, it has been suggested that this behaviour 
may show hmv parasitism originated among some of thc African Ploccinae. 
On one occasion, ho^vcver, munias* eggs sverc found in a Houso Sparrow’s 
nest in addition to the sparrow’s owti. 4 to 8 , white; as m.any as 25 
have been found in a single nest, thc pr^uct of sewral females. Average 
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size of 100 eggs 15*7 X\1 1 *7 mm (Baker). Incubation probably by both 
sexes; both owners occupy the nest at night while incubating or brooding. 
Self-built as well as appropriated Baya nests arc habitually used as dormi- 
tories ^vhen brwding is over. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. Young like adult but upper tail- 
coverts and rump mottled with brown; central rectriccs not elongated, 
measuresients 

IVing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

tt L'lsy} 

Weight 13 o'? IQ-14 (av. 12) g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. IHs broivutsh black. Bill slaly blue or grcjTsh blade. 
Legs, feet and daws pale brownish or gre^dsb pink. 

Lonchura striata (Linnaeus) 

'■ Key to the Subspedefl 

A Abdomen streaked. L. s. aculiceada 

B Abdomen not streaked 

1 Upperparts distinctly streaked, breast without pale fringes L, s. jtriaia 

2 Upperparts unstreaked or very faintly so 

a Breast-feathers with pale fringes L. s. jemistriata 

b BrCast-feathers with only an indication of pale fringes L. f./iamgala 
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Tail 

f 39^56 mm 
L4I-50 mm 
(HW, SA) 


1 967, WBitcbacked Mania. Lonchura striata acuticauda (Hodgson) 

M.{tmia) Acaticeada Hodgson, 1836, Asiaf. Res. 19; 153 (Nepal) 
Bakcf,^FBI No. 1024. Vol. 3: 84 

LOCAL NASfES. Shdkdri muntOy Eutis (Hindi, Bengali); Samprtk-pha (Lepcha); 
Eamprtk (Bhutanese); Deo-rrami (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1968 but belly greyish white, finely streaked. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident, subject to seasonal move- 
ment; uncommon except In Assam where locally abundant. Tlic Himalayan 
foothills from Garhwal cast through Nepal, Sikkim, Daijceling and Jalpai- 
guri districts, Bhutan, Arunadial Pradcsli; Assam, Nagaland, hlanipur and 
Bangladesh. From thc base of thc htUs up to c. 1500 m, locally 1800 m 
(Sikkim); in Assam most numerous between 400 and 1000 m. A summer 
^sitor to thc Nepal Valley. Occurs to c. 1200 m in winter. Affects open 
countr>', light scrub-jungle and secondary growth. 

ExtraUmital. Ranges cast to Burma and northern Thailand. Thc s^ics 
extends through the Indochinese countries and southern China to Taiwan, 
south to Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1968. 

BREEDING. Seosony chiefly from mid ?«Iay to end .August, but may 

be found in almost cver>' month. AVri and eggs as in 1968. For see 

PtidiJUation 3: 19. Average size of 100 eggs 15*3 X 10*9 mm (Baker). 
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Lonchvre strhto 



4 semistriata ( 1970 ). 5 Exiralimifal subipccici. 

Mvseuji Diagnosis. Diflcn from striata (I9G0) in having the belly finely itrealcd. 
For details of plumage sec Baker, Icx:. cii. 

U£ASUR£ME.Vr9 

Tail 

f 38-4G nim 
\r. 40 mm 



IVing 

Bill 

Tarsus 



(from skull) 


o’t? 

9 9 

49-55 \ 
51-54/ 

r. 12 

14-15 


Weight I o’ 12 g (SDK). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Ifii rcddish bros^n. Bill: upper mandible black, lovrcr 
bluish gre^’. Legs and feet dark grey. 


1968. Soothern ^Vhitebacked Manta. Ijinchura stnala sUiata 
(Linnaeus) 


Leria striata Linnaeus, I7CG, S>at. Nat.* ed. 12, 1 : 30C 

(Isle of Bourlxwi, irrffrr Ceylon) 

Lenshare striata estriata Koelr, 1939, Froc. Biol. Soc. Washington 52 : "3 
(Jagaibcd, Bombay Presidency) 

Baker, FBI No. 1021. Vol. 3: C3 
Plate 98, fig. 19 

LOCAL NASrrs. Attalkdrd/P’dn (MaUyalam); XfUu kUrfA, Ti“te{4.CrCzi 

(Tamil in Ceylon); llVr-li^vWa (Sinhala). 

snx, Spamnv — ; Icngili c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

rirjLD CHARACTERS. A small browTi-and-whitc fmcJi wifli a heas^ • • 

conical bill and pointed taU. Abotr, forchc.td, wings .md lad bhckuh 
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Back brovsn >vith vtry fine pale shaft-streaks; rump 
white. Bflow, throat and breast bbekish brown; belly 
creamy white. Sexes alike. 

5TATVS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Commou resi- 
dent, subject to local movements. The Indian Penin- 
sula from southern Bihar (Manbhum), southern 
Madhya Pradesh (Seoni, BetuI) and southeastern 
Gujarat (Surat Dangs — Salim AJi, JBNHS 52: 794) 
south through Kerala and Tamil Nadu; in the low 
country and hills up to c. 900 m, in southern India 
Tan, X f. 1 sparingly up to 1800 m. Also Sri Lanka in the low 
country, the drier side of hills up to c. 1500 m. Affects 
scrub and lightly wooded country about cultivation, deciduous jimgle, 
cultivation and gardens. 

GENERAL HABITS. Typical of thc munias. Usually keeps in small flocks 
of 8 to 15 birds, when not breeding; sometimes of considerable sire when 
they may do local damage to cci^l crops. Gleans on, the groimd, often 
along roadsides and in paddy stubbles; or it methodically clambers up 
grass stems bending them do^Mi to thc ground \rith its weight and plucla 
thc seeds from thc panicles. Roosts communally ^sith Spotted Munias and 
^^'eavc^ birds in lantana thickets, sugarcane ficl^, etc. 

FOOD. Seeds of grass, bamboo, etc. Insects arc fed to nestlings. Reported 
feeding on a green alga {Spirogyra sp.) (Pillai, JBNHS 65: 490). 

VOICE and calls. A quiet lettering varying In pitch and modulation, 
given in groups. A plaintive peeping call. 

•BREEDINC. Season, mostly during the rains, but nests may be found in 
almost cN’eiy’ month: in hlaharashtra duefiy March to November, most 
eggs being" laid in August-September; in the south more ill-defined, July 
to December, but mainly after thc monsoon. Jiest, a small, roughly built 
ball of coarse, broad-leaved grass or bamhoo leaves, lined sdth finer grass 
whose flowering beads project roimd the entrance-hole like a short tube; 
placed in a small tree, among the upper or outer twigs, between two and 
six metres above the ground, usually under 4 metres. Eggs 3 to 8, most 
often 5, white. Average size of 100 eggs 15*3 X lO*? mm (Baker). Two 
females may lay in thc same nest, and it is common to find two birds in- 
cubating together. Building by both sexes. Incubation by both sexes; period 
13-14 days frpm laying of the last egg. Both parents feed the yoiihg, 
apparently largely by regurgitation. Excreta are not removed, thu? thc 
nest soon becomes foul. Both sexes use the nest for roosting from the time 
it is completed, and later the whole family may roost in it for some weeks. 

Museum Diagnosis. Differs from (1967) mha\’ingtimtreakcd, creamy 

while belly. Young, like adults but dark brown of throat with paler fringes, giving 
a scaly appearance. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 



9 9 


51-56\ 

53-57/ 


(from skull) 
12-14 


13-14 


35-42 mm 
35-39 mm 


(SA, H\V, Koelz) 


Weight 10 d’ 9 9-5-13 (av. 12*3) g — SA. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill: u pp er mandible homy blad:, lower 
bluish grey; mouth pinKsh grey. Legs, feet and daviT slate or slaty brown. 


1969. Andaman WZutebacked Mania- Lor^kera strustaJicTagda 
OValdcn) 

Muniafurugete ^Valdca, 1873, Ann, Mag- NaL Hist. 12: 488 
(South Andamans) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 022, VoL 3 : 83 
incAL NAMES. NoflC recorded, 
sex. Sparrow — ; length (. 10 cm (4 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTTERS. As in 1968, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunON and HABITAT. Conimon resident on South and 
Middle Andamans. Affects open country, gardens and edges of forest 
GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1968, 

BREEDING. Seoson, February, June and July as recorded heretofore. J/ui 
and eggs as in 1 968. 

Museum Piacnosis. Differs from striae (1968) in having no streaks on upper 
plumage and in having the throat paler with indications of pale edgings at the sides. 

MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 

C?9 48-51 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 1968. 


Tarsus Tail 

13-14 42-45 mm 

(Baker) 


i970. Nicobar Wbitebacked Mania. Lonchma striate semuiriata 
(Hume) 

Mwtia smistriota Hume, 1874, Stray Feathers 2: 257 (Nicobars) 

Baker, FBI No. 1023, Vol. 3 : 84 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc Tccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1968, q.v. 

stATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident on Central Nicobars 
and Car Nicobar. Affects open grassland. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1968. 

BREEDING. Unjccordcd. 

hlusEUM Diacnosis. Similar to striala (1968) but streaks on upperparts fainter 
and breast-feathers with pale edges. Pale-tipped feathen of breast si milar to 
immature of Andaman race. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing , Tarsus Tail 

d'9 48-51 '13-14 38-40 mm 

(Baker) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 1968. 

IX)NCkURA RELAARTI (Jcrdon) 

Key'to the Subspecies 


Rump spoiled with white .L. k. kilcarii 

Rump not spotted L. k.Jer'doni 
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1971, 1972. Jerdoa’s Kofoasbellied Mania. Lonchma kelaerti jerdom 
(Hume) ' 

Murtia Jerdoni Hume, 1373, Nests and Eggs Indian Birds 2: 448 
(Wynaad) 

Unloncha kelasrti ternaji Whistler 6: Kinnear, 1933, 

Jour, Bombay nat. ICsl Soc. 35; 835 (Sankrametta fEastem Ghats])' 
Baker. FBI No. 1028, Vol. 3; 88 
Plate 9S, fig. 15 

LOCAL NAME. Toitokcron (Malayalam). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. -46orr, forchcad, wings and tail dark chocolatc-brown. 
Back brown vrith pale shaft-streaks; rump dark chocolate-brown; upper 
tail-koverts fulvous. Below, checks, dxroat and breast blackish brovm. Rest 
of underparts pinkish brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common resident, subject to 
local movements. Eastern Ghats in thc Vishakhapatnam district (Andhra 
Pradesh). Thc hills of southwestern India from Coorg and southern Kar- 
nataka (Biligirirangans) south through Kerala and western Tamil Nadu 


Londiuro keloortl 



Distributional ranges 


HR ymfcn(ig7*). CZ3 kflisrft' (1973). 

to thc Ashambu Hills. In thc north possibly as far as Bdgaum (SF 9: 415). 
Occurs from the foothills up to 2100 m. (A summer visitor at higher lo’cls 
in thc Nilgiris.) Affects scrub, grassland, fallow fields in forest clearings, 
neighbourhood of settlements ?Lnd cultivation. Prefers higher and wrttcr 
country than L. stneta\ docs not occur in the dry scrub zone. 

* Described from three rpecitneta of jr r Aru in uncanirc pJinnagc- 
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general HABITS. Thosc of thc genus. Frequently consorts in mixed 
flocks with L. striata. 

FOOD. Mainly grass- and weed-sedds, and ricc- 

voiCE and calls. A high-pitched nasal squeak, 

BREEDING. Seoson, April to August. A'wf, indistinguishable from that of 
L. striata and built in similar situations; also placed in the caves of thatched 
houses, or in recesses or large cavities in tree-trunks. Eggs, 6 to 8, white. 
Average size of 36 eggs 16 X 11*5 mm (Baker). Nests- arc apparently 
sometimes built for roosting purposes as groups of eight to ten birds have 
been flushed out of nests which showed no sign of having been used for 
breeding. For further details see 1973. 

Museum Diacnosb. AdiJtsuimntrpIum2gedifrer5fromk«lfliTfjasfonov.T;rump 
sinular to back, upper tail-covcrts leas blacl^ more approaching thc colour of rump, 
thc markings pinkish and nearly obsolete. Underparts below black gular patch 
pinkish buff vvath pale shaft-streaks, the markings confined to a small area on the 
vent; under tail-cov’crts with pinkish buff shaft-streaks. 

Immature plumage differs from corresponding stage of ketaarti in that thc chin 
and throat lack the black and white spangles and resemble the remainder of the 
lower plumage, which lacks the dark broken cross-barring of kelearti. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bill Tarsus TaU 

(from skull) 

it ^11} 13-H 14-15 {lit ^ 

9 9 57-59 J 1 36-39 mm 

(HW, SA) 

Weight 15 c?'9 9-5-17 (av. 14*1) g — SA. 

colours or BARE PARTS. Iris brov^-n. Bill dark horny brown, bluish at chin and 
base oflowcr mandible; mouth slate with pale yellow crescent and patches on palate. 
Legs and feet greenish plumbeous; claws homy biown. 

1973. Ceylon Hill Mania, lon^.kmu keUorti kelccrtl (Jerdon) 

Kelaerti * Blyth ’= Jcrdon ex Blj-th MS., 1863, Bds. India 2: 356 
(Ccj’lon) 

Baker. FBI No. 1029, Vol. 3; 89 
Plate 98, fig. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. UW kifrCf/o (Sinhala); AW/» kihfri (Tamil in Ccjlon). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 10 cm (4 in.). 

FIELD characters. Ahoze, fondicad, wings and tail blackish browxL Back 
brown with pale sHaft-streaks, Rump dark brown with white spots. Below, 
throat and upper breast blackish brown. Sides of breast and neck pinkish 
iasvn. Rest of underparts spangled white and dark brow-n. Sexes ah’ke. 

V'oung, Ahze, dark brown without shaft-streaks. Bebw, throat finely 
barred white and dark brown. Rest of underparts rufous brown spotted with 
buff. 

STATUS, DtmuBtmoN and habitat. Common resident. Sri T.,^ r>V a ht the 
hills from c. 600 m to over 2100 m, occasionally dowm to c. 200 m irf the Wet 
zone. Affects tea plantations, gardens, forest, and grass and lantana scrub. 

general HABrrs. Usually in pairs or small family parties, travelling 
about more than other munias, often fi>Tng at consid^blc heights. Often 
seen in company vriih L. striala or L. pwwUdela. 
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FOOD. Grass- and svecd-sccds and grain. 

voitx and Quxs. ‘ The call-note is the usual muma type of reedy chirp, 
but a ^y httle song of Bve notes is uttered at times ’ audible only at short 
range (Henry). ' 

BREEniNO. Season, starts in February as soon as the northeast moasooa 
slacks, ^ches its.pealc in April and May; by Junemost young have flown. 
Nest-buildmg recommences early in August after the svinds and rains of the 
^thwest monsoon have abated; peak of autumn breeding is in September. 
But nests have been foimd every month. Mst, a spherical or elliptical ball of 
green moss, maidenhair fern, fine grass or other material; often smaller, 
more wnipact and better finished than that of either the Spotted or the 
Whitebacked Munia. Placed in saplings, bushes, clumps ol LoranOms, occa- 
sionally in large holes or recesses in trunks of dead or semi-decayed trees; 
gener^y between two and five metrics above the ground, sometimes lower 
or as mgh as 18 metres, ^ggs, 3 to 7, usually 5, white. Average'size of 60 
^gs 15-8 >c 11 -3 mm (Baker). Both birrls build the nest, often one sits in 
the nest, receiving the materials and placing them in position while the 
other, generally the male, collects and brings them in with great rapidity. 
Building takes about six days. Incubation by both sexes; period 16 days 
from laying of last egg. Care of nestlings by both parents. Young leave nest 
'between the 15th and 17th day after hatching; thereafter, the whole family 
return to the nest for several sveeks to roost at night (Phillips, C^lon Jour^ 
Sci. 9.3 1 184-6), 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspeciea and Field Characten. 

MEASUREMENTS 
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Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 


(from skull) 


S« 8 \ 



54-58/ 

f. 14 

f. 14 


Tall 

r 38-42 fWfn 
\ 36-42 mm 
(SDR, HW) 


Weight I (? 12 g (SDR). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adult. Ifu darfc brown. Bill: uppcf mandible black, 
lower dark grey, bluish grey or grey, silvery grey at base. Legs and feet dull plum- 
beous, dark grey or olivaceous slate. Young. Bill black; gape yellow. Legs and 
/ect yellowish grey-brown. 

laONCHURA PUNCTUIATA (LiimacUS) 

Key to the Sobapecles 

Under taU-coverts fulvous L.p. piatetulala 

Under tail-coverts almost white .L,p. suhimdidata 

3974. lodian Spotted Mania. Lanchta'a punettdaia punettdata {tAxmzcus) 
l/ima punctulala Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., cd. lO, 1: 173 
(Asia = Calcutta) 

M.{m\a) Lijwojvniir Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 154 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1031, Vol. 3: 91 
Plate 98, fig. 14 

XX)CAL NAMES. TilH muTiid, Seendbdz (Hindi) ; Sifuwdz (Bihar Mirshikars) ; Til^ 
^unid (Bengali); KtMara Jimiwq)n (Tclugu); Chuttialia (Malayalam); 

Tuma-kSruvi (Tamil in Ceylon); Wte^kuruUa (Stnhala), 
azE. Sparrow — * ; length e, 10 cm (4 in.). 
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ESTRILPINAE 


mxD cat^ciERR Adult (breeding), chocolate-brown with 
p^ shaft-streaks. Upper tail-coverts and tail tawny-olive (or golden 
fidvDus); rump barred with white- Below, sides of head, neck and lower 
threat chestnut, chin and throat much darker. Breast and flanks tnecUed 
black and white; belly white. Sexes 

Adult ( non- breeding). Plain brq\vn above, fulvous below, unspecklcd 
^STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Goiomon and widespread resident. 
The whole of India cast of a line roughly Madhupur^Ludhiana-Sambar 
Lakc-Mt Abu-southem Katliia%var (Gir, DharraakumaRinhji, Birds cj 
. Saurashtr^, eastwards along the lower Himalayas to Bhutan and Bangladesh 
(where intergrading with submdulata), and South to Kanyakumari and Sri 
tonchura punctufota 



1 pundulata ( 197 - 1 ). ED a stihundutala {ig'j^). 

3 Extralimital subspecies. ^ 

Lanka. In the Himalayas occurs generally up to c. 1800 m, occasionally 
higher (2400 m in Simla, 2300 m in Bhutan); common all year in Nepal 
Valley. In southern India docs not usually ascend the hills (Sdlim AU, 
JBNHS 38; 508) but in the Nilgiris occurs up to r. 2100 m from June to 
October, leaving the higher levels in the cold weather. In Sri Lanka occurs 
up to (. 1500 m. Affects open country ^vith scrub and trees, bmh-clad hill- 
sides, secondary jungle uath patches of grassland, gardens and cultivation. 

CENERAL HABITS. Thosc of thc gcnus. In the non-breeding season usually 
in flocks, sometimes up to 100 birds or more. Feeds on the ground or thc 
stems of rice or grass; when disturbed flies up into trees or bushes uttering 
feeble nvittcring chirrups, Thc flocks fly in loose undulating rabbles. Large 
eongregatsons roost in iantana thickets, sugarcane fields, etc, in company 
wth other mimias and weaver birds. 


AVADAVAT, MUNIAS 
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ESTRILDTNAE 


ROOD. Grass seeds, rice, lantana berries, etc. 

VOICE and cajlls. Call-notes rendered as a petulant kit^kitty-kiUy and a 
short, rather husky whistle. Song, ‘ a^cinarkablc performance: raising its 
head-feathers and standing very erect, it [the male] pours out its soul in 
ecstatic melody, with quivering throat and osciUating beak; but, to human 
ears at least, not a sound is audible! * (Henry). 

BREEDING. Sfofon, chicfly^duriug the monsoon. May to September, begin- 
ning earlier in the south; odd nests may be found in any month. In the hills 
of Sri Lanka breeds in January-Fcbruary imtil May with a peak period in 
March, and from July to December with a peak in October-November. In 
the Dry zone nesting very irregular: mostly April-May and agsun October 
^o January, Several brooi are reared (Phillips). Pifest, globular, Avith a lateral 
entrance-hole; rather large for the size of the bird, made mostly of coanc 
grass and lined with finer grass and feathers. Generally placed in bushes or 
saplings befiveen nvo and five metres above thc ground; in certain areas 
commonly among the bases of palmyra (Barassus) fronds up/ to maybe 20 
metres. Creepers growing on the trellis-work of verandas of upcountry 
bungalows is a favourite site. Eggs 4 to 10, usually 5 to 7 (in Sri Lanka 
normally 5), white. Average size of 100 eggs 16*4 X 11*6 mm (Baker). 
Building of nest by both sexes. Both birds incubate and roost in the nest at 
night; incubation period about 16 days. Care of young by both parents. For 
details of breeding sec Phillips, 1948, Ceylon Jour. Set. 23; 188-90, ' 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters and Key to the Subspecies. In the 
cold weather most birds are in plain brown dress. Moult into speckled plumage 
nmnences about March. By July-August, when the breeding season is at its peak, 
le majority of adults have attained the chestnut and speckled phase. Postjuvcnal 
’moult complete. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing 


£ 

Wsm 


ri'cT 
9 9 


54-58*1 

53 - 59 / 


SIZE, Sparrow — ; length c, 10 cm (4 in.), 

FIELD characters. As in 1974, q.v. , 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. Assam and 
Bangladesh (intergrading with punctulata in western Bhutan) in thc plains 
and hills up to c. 1800 m.^Habitai as in 1974. 

Exlralmital. Burma. The species extends' through southern China to 
Taiwan, the Philippines, Celebes and Sunda Islands. Introduced in 
Australia, Mauritius, Reunion, Seychelles, and Kauai (Hawaii). 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. Alin 1974. 

BREEDING. Season^ chiefly May to September. AfJl and eggs^ as in 1974. 
Museum Diaonosis. Likc^cfulcta (1974) but rump more oli>T-grey, Icm barred; 
upper tail-covcrts not so bright, more olive. Upperparu browner, not so rufous. 
White on underparls less pure so that scalloping is less well defined. Under tail, 
coverts often more moflled. • 

measurements and colours or bare parts. As in 1974. 

Weight 1 di, 2 9 9 12-13 g (SDR), I (Nov.) Hg — SA. 

Lonchura MALACCA (Linnacus) 

Key to the Sabspedea 


A Upper belly and sides white • f'- w* owlocca 

B Upper belly and sides chestnut 

1 Upper tail-covcrts golden.ycllow. .L. n, etrieafnllo 

2 Upper tail-covcrts maroon. ,L. m. rubremger 


Page 
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'Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail_ 


1976. Nepal Blackheaded Mnula. Lonehura malacca nhroniger {Hoigton) 

(from skull) 

f 32-45 mm 


Al.Omia) ftairmlfrr Hodgson, 1836. Asiat. Res. 19; 153 (Nepal) 

Baler, FBI No. 1020 (pari), Vol. 3: 81 

12-13 

14-16 

\ 33-45 mm 

» W t 

N 

\ 

U 3 CAE MAiiES. None recorded. 


Weight 13 c?9 12-15 (av. 13*6) g~SA. 3 (Scpt-OcL) 14-14-3 g (GD, 
SDR). . - . 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Adult. Ifis orange-browTi or reddish brown. Bill 
slaty-black; mouth slaty with prominent cream-coloured crescent on palate. Legs, 
feet and claws slaty. Immature. Iris brown. Bill homy brown, paler on lower 
mandible; gape pale yellow; mouth pale yellow with slate-coloured crescent on 
palate. Legs and feet bluish grey; claws dush'er. 

1975. Bnrmeae Spotted Manisu Lonchura punciulata suhundulaUi 
(Godwin-Austen) 

Murda jubwidulaSa CJodwin-Austcn, 1872, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 48 
(Munipur Valley) 

' hondutra punstulata ectervariu Koelz, 1954, Contrib, InsL 
Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 19 (Kfavrphlang, Khan Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. 1032, Vol. 3; 92 


U9CAL NAME. Shdbz mSmd (Baigab*)- 


SIZE, .v- 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As Ul 1977, q.V. . O-i. 

STATUS, DBTWBunoN and HABITAT. Roidctit, locally distributed. The 
Himalayan dum and tend, and plains of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar from 
sbcnit Jajadhri (t. SG'N-, IVZ., Ambala dot.) east (o »>tem Ncpxl, ^ 
to Lucknow and Patna. In Nepal up to the Kathmandu Valley. 
culU’vadon, tall gran and swampy grouni 

OENERAi. HABITS, rooD and VOICE. As in 1978. . 

breedino. Season, July to September. B'esI and »«i, undesenOeu, 
doubtless as in 1978. 

Museum DiAOBOsn. See Key to the Sobjpetia. rKffas from ^1 

io hanng the upper tailK»>-etti und edga of rwtrices rich ro»rooo. ‘ 

on the rump, whereas in olAopHln than feathers are 

„ctricesdeepreddohbrown:uppeiparts.U^Uyprier.^not^er^ 

■ in sving-Iength or colour of underparts. (Cf. Paries, K. C., 1958, Free- 
Mar. 108:279-93.) . 

HZASuaxMEXTs and coiouaJ or lAXz faxti. As in 1977. 
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AVADAVAT, MUNIAS il7 tl 8 ESTRlLDtNAE 

Muscuu Diackoso. DiSers from nbrorager (1976), in having the upper tail- 
CQv er a and rump goldm yellovr to orange, and from rrxiaees (1978) in having the 
upper bdly and flanks dicstnut (p. white). 

kVing o' 9 5J-59 mm (Baker). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Itis d^k brovsTi. Bill palc bluish plumbeous. Legs and 
feet darker, plumbeous. 

1978. SosxtliernBlacldheaded Mania* lonrAure me/ecru mn/eecn (Linnaeus) 
Loxia malflfffl Linnaeus, 1766, Syst. Nat., ed. 12, 1: 302 
(* China, Ja\-a and Malacca * errore »= Bdgaum, restricted by Baker, 1926, Fauna 
Brit. India 3 : 78) 

Munia melecca crUrJalis Baker, 1925, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 45: 58 
(hladras) 

Lonehma ferrug^sa bakeri Delacour, 1943, Zoolo^ca (New York) 28: 84. New name 
for Mwaa malaeea crimiaJij Baker, 1925, preoccupied hy Loruhura nalcbariea oricrjalis 
(Lorenz & Hcllmayr), 1901; also by texia oriritalis Forster, 1795 =» Lonchura p, 
pwictilaUt (Linnaeus) 

Baler, FBI Nos. 1017 and lOlS, Vol. 3; 78, 79 
Plate 98, fig. 12 

local, naues. /t'ekaJjtcr, Telia Tjjt&tta, Sir^-’bSz, Pora muma, /iukroul (Hindi); JVbl/a 
jiaarf^* (Telugu) ; AtUuhemlan (Malayalam) ; Tkitrai kuruxi (Tamil, Madurai) ; KeWh- 
Jtururi (Tamil, Ceylon); IFrf-twvWa (Sinhala). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). — 

field C 31 ARACTERS. Abov€f head black. Rest of upperparts rufous- 
chestnut, rump darker. Below^ throat, breast, centre of J^Ily, under tail- 
coverts and thighs black- Rest of underparts white. Sexes alike. 


Lonchuro mofacco 



X nhoragn ( 1976 ). a ( 1977 ). 

1 - 3 no/flfffl ( 1978 ). 4 Extralimital subspecies. 

1977. Eastern Blackheaded Mnnia* Lonehma malaeea atneapilla 
(Vieillot) 


Loxia atneapilla Virillot, 1807, Hist. naL ois. chanteurs: 84, pi. 53 
(*Les Grandes-Tndes *, restricted to Lower Bengal by Robinson & Kloss, 1924, 
Jour. Nat HisL Soc. Siam 5:’'362) 

. Baker, FBI No. 1020 (part). Vol. 3: 81 
PUte 98, fig. II 

LOCAL NAMES. Ji'akalfiur (Bengali); Ushuk (hlanipur). 

SIZE. - Sparrow — ; length c. 10 cm (4 in.). 

I FIELD CHARACTERS. j45ore, head black; rcst of uppcTpaits Fufous-chcstnut, 
rump darker chestnut. Belowy throat and breast black. Upper belly and sides 
chestnut; c^tre of belly and under tml-coverts black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. -Resident, locally common. Assam, 
Manipur and Bangladesh west to extern Nepal, mtergrading here wth 
rubromger (cf. Fleming & Traylor, 19W: 551 and 1968: 188), eastern and 
southern Bihar (Lohardaga — Ball, SF 7; 222) and northern Orissa (Sam- 
balpur — Hiime collection). Affects cultivation, sss'amps and grass fields. * 

Extralimital, Extends to north\s*estcm Yunnan. The species ranges east 
through southern Ghuia to Tahvan and the Philippines, and south through 
Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1978. 

BREEDING. Stoson, May to November, mostly June to September, /iest 
and eggs, as in 1978. Average ^ of 60 eggs 16'3 X 11*5 mm (Baker). 



Tan, X e. 1 


STATUS, DisTRiBonoN and HABITAT. Resident; locally common, with 
some monsoon-dependent local movements. The Indian Peninsula from 
Raipur^, Pachmarhi and Bombay (JBNHS 62: 559-60) south to Kanya- 
kumari and Sri Lanka, in the plains and lower hills up to r. 2 1 00 m (southern 
India) or 1800 m (Sri Lanka). Affects marshland, recd-beds, grass fields and 
nmghbourhood of flooded paddy cultivation in forest clearings. 

*No intergrades seem lo be knoMi bet>vTtn this subspecies and atriecpiJle which occurs 
as far south as Sambalpur (c. 2l‘‘30N.) some 250 km esut of Raipur (see map p. 117). 
Further in>*estJgaiion in thh area would be desirable. Osmaston's 1906 record at Port Blair 
(JBNHS 17: 160) presumably refen escapes or introduced birds. No subsequent record 
from the Andamani- 


AVADAVAT, MUNIAS 
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FRINGILLINAE 


GENERAL HABITS. Essentially a marshland-haunting muiua and a fre- 
t^uent assooate of PJocetis manjar in the breeding season in south India. * As 
soon as the weavers arrive and start breeding, one or two pairs of mimias 
take to haimting each group of nests, hopping about among their larger 
relatives and even settling on the nests themselves. As the weavers increase 
in numbers so do the munias. However they do not associate 'with tiie 
weavers while feeding * (Betts), In the non-breeding season keeps in flocks 
of up to 100 or more individuals, sometimes in company wth tiic Spotted 
Munia. Feeds on the ^ound, flying in undulating rabbles up into tree-tops 
when disturbed, soon descending again in twos and threes to resume feeding. 

FOOD. Grass seeds and rice. 

VOICE and calls. Fl^t-call a triple chirp; another note is *a mild 
plaintive little ink * (Nichols). 

BREEDING. Scoson, chicfly in the rains, June to September; in south India 
nests may be found until December and in Tvlarch, April and May. In Sri 
Lanka, season ill-defined; in the hills mostly May and August, in the low 
country almost any month. AVl, a large loose ball of coarse grass or catVtail 
leaves lined with fine grass; flowering grass-heads project in a short trumpet- 
like tube all round the lateral entrance. Generally built in reeds or catV 
tai/s, standmg in bushes in marshy areas, or sugarcane, within a 

couple of metres of the ground or svatcr, usually rather low do^^'n, Breeds in 
small colonies, often ^vith the Streaked ^Vcavcr Bird, thou^ nests are usually 
scattered over a vrider area (Betts). Eggs, 5 or sometimes 6, while. A\'crage 
size of 50 eggs 16*3 X 11*5 mm (Baker). Bmldlng, incubation and care of 
young by both parents. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Key to the Subspecies. Young has the lower parts pale 
bofl and rest of plumage rufous-brown. 

SfEASUREMENTS 
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Wing 

BiU 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from skull) 




55-59 X 

13-14 

c. 16 

f 32-39 mm 

53-56/ 

\ 31-36 mra 



(mv) 


Weeghc 13 a'9 10-15 (av. 13-3) g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. Iris brown. Bill pale bluish gre)*, dusk>' on culmcn; 
mouth cream-colour with slaty crescent and bloidies. Legs and feet slate; claws 
horny brown.* 

Genus Pad da Rcichcnbach 
Pedda Rcichcnbach, 1850, Av. Syst, Nat., p\. 76, fig. 6 . 

T^-pe, by monotypy, Loxia o^^pcra Lirmaeus 
Bill large, both mandibles slightly cons*cx. Legs strong. Wing rather pointed. 
First primary (as,) minute. Tail rounded. 

1978a. Java Sparrow. Padda cijziecTa (linnacus) 

Lexia OTyeie^a linnacra, 1758, Sjst. NaL, cd- 10, 1 : 173 Qava) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
Plate 98, fig. 18 
LOCAL NAMES. Nooc recorded, 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in,). 


FIELD CHARACTERS. An Unmistakable large-billed grey bird tvith black 
crown and white checks, rifcore, croviTi black, sides of head white; back ashy 
grey; tail black. Selow, upper throat black; breast ashy; belly vinaceous; 
under tail-coverts white. Massive pink bill. Sexes alike. 

Young, Above, mouse-grey, wings and tail darker. Below, buiBsb, greyer 
on breast. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Introduced; resident. A colony 
established in Colombo before 1870, still surviving (Phillips, 1966). Also 
found around Calcutta where a colony svas recorded in 1931 (Law, S. G., 
1932, JBNHS 35: 683-5). ‘Appears to be acclimatized near Madras* 
(Wail, 1931). Affects paddyficlds, gardens and recd-beds. Unamunon and 
very locaL Apparently not spread^g significantly. 

Exixalunital, Java and Bali. A favourite cage-bird introduced or escaped 
in many areas. 

GENERAL HABITS. ‘ Very recently I had under obrervation a colony of 
these munias whose favourite resort is a shrubby situation imposed of two 
or three trees embracing each other and overhanging the paddy stacks put 
up in the compound of some villagers. Their feeding grotmd in the early 
morning is the surrounding paddy-fields, where flocks of considerable size 
%>iU feed on fallen paddy. They feed here till about 8 o’clock when they 
retire to their cover and roost, returning towards afternoon* (Law, 1932). 

FOOD. Rice and other seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Utters constant durrups, 

BREEDiNo. Not described in our territory*. In Java nests under roofi of 
buildings or high up in trees or palms. Eggs while. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Fidd Cbaracters. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving Bni Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

66-69 17-18 18-*19 46-47 totti 

(LatfT 

COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Male, adult: Iris reddish; orhilal sldn jrink. Bill wine- 
red at base, pinkish while at dp. Legs and feet pinkish flesh- Y o u n-g male: Iris 
brownish grey; orbital skin gre>nsh pink. Bill fleshy pink washed with dusky. Legs 
and feet gre>Tsh flesh. 

Family Frincillidae: Finches 

For dcsciipUon sec Van Tjmc, A. J. & Berger, A. J., 1959: 552; 'Ihomsoo, A L. 
(cd.), J 964, A jVerv Dieiwre^ of Birds, London and New York (article * FringiUidae *) . 

Subfamily Frincilunae: CHiaffinchcs 

Cf. Tordoff, H. B., 1954. Misc, Pub. Mus. Zool. Midiigan, No. 81: 7-39 (Ana- 
tomica] study of finchrs). 

Ma>T, E,, Andrew, R. J,, & Hinde, R. A., 1556. Jour. f. Ore. 97: 258-73 
(Podlion of and Carduclinae in FringiUidae). 

For description set Vaurie, Charles, 1964: article * Finch * in Thomson^ A t*. 
(ed.), A Dieticnasy cf Bhis, London and New York. 
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CHAFFINCHES 
Genus Feinoilla Linnaeus 

Fewf/Ii. Linnaeus. I75S.Syst.N3t.,ed. 10, 1: nS.Tj-pe.by tauloni-my, 
‘FringilU ’ = FringiUs axUls Linnaeus 

Ml long Md sttaight, fairly stout. Tail sligMy forVed. Wings long, second and 
third pninanta (a5.) longest. 


Key to the Species 

Rump greenish F. cotUhs 

Rump white F. Trumtifringilla 

1979. Ghaffinch. Fringilla coekbs coeUbs Linnaeus 

Fringilla cotUhs Linnacm, 1758, S>-st, Nat, cd. 10, 1 ; 179 

(Europa = Sweden) » 

Baker, FBI No. 1092, Vol. 3: 163 
Plate 101, fig- 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.}. 

FIEUD CHARACTERS. Male. Abovt^ forehead black; crow'll and nape 
blue-grey. Back brotvn; rump greenish- Tail blackish wth white outer 
rcctrices. Two broad ^vhite wing-bars. Below^ pinkish browTi. Male in winter 
is duller above, grey of croim obscured by broivn margins to the feathers. 

Female. Above^ broum. Two broad white ^ving-bars. Sides of head to 
breast pale browm grading to whitish on belly. 

Easily distinguished from Brambling (1980), in somewhat similar winter 
plumage, by greenish rump {v. svhjic). 

STATUS, oistribution and habitat. Occasional winter visitor in extreme 
northwestern Pakistan from November to March: Kohat (Whitehead Ibis 
1909: 231 and JBNHS 18: 190) and GUgit, 1500 m (Moimtfort, 1971, /ih: 
109). Also observed in adjacent parts of Afghanistan (JBNHS 42: 439). 
Affects orchards. 

ExtralimitaL Ranges from ^vestem Siberia (c. 85®E.) to western Europe 
with subspecies in Atlantic and Mediterranean islands, no^^h^^'cstem Africa, 
northern Iran and Transc^pia. Partly migratory. 

GENERAL HABITS. In wintcf usuallv seen in docks, sometimes in company 
with other finches or buntings. Feeds on the ground in the vicinity of trees. 

FOOD. In ^vintcr chiefly seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note often uttered in flight, )^Ip. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumage see Baker, 
loc. cit. 

MEASURESIENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

7 87-92 13-14 17-19 63-68 mm 

(Witherby) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris hazcl. Bill flcshy bro\\'n*or flesby grc^'toslaty blu^ 
Legs and feet fleshy brown, pale homy brmm to broAvn (Baker). 


‘22 carduelinae 

C- - ‘ Fringilla mantifiingilla Liiuuieus 

twigiUa MmhfmgUla Linnaeus, 1758, S}st. Nat., ed. 10, I: 179 
(Europa .= S«nden) 

Balter, FBI No. 1093, Vol. 3: 164 
Plate lOI, fig. 2 

nocAl. rtAMZs. None recorded. 

SIZE Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male (wntcr). Aim, mottled rufous broira and 
black, with conspicuous ss-hitc rump. Rufou! 
ss-Ing-bars. Befoir, throat and breast rufous; 
flanks rufous wift dark spots; belly white! 
Male in summer has distinctisT black bead 
and back. 

Female. Aiont, mottled dark brown with 
white rump and some rufous and white on 
wings. Btlow, like male but duller. 

Both sexes easily identified by white rump. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor and passage migrant, 
fairly common locally: northern Baluchistan, N. W.F.P., Gilp't and Kashmir, 
straggling as far east as Simla and Mussoorce OBNHS 32: 727); from 
November to March or April. Affects gardens and orchatds. 

Extralimital. Breeds in northern Eurasia from Scandinavia to Kamchatka, 
south to central Russia, the Altai and Transb.Ticalia. In winter south to the 
Mediterranean, Iran, Turkestan, Yunnan, Fukien and Taiwan. 

GENERAL HABITS. In Winter usually keeps in large flocks, often In com- 
pany with other finches and buntings. Feeds on The ground in the vicinity 
of trees. Flight undulating. 

FOOD. In svintcr mostly seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Common call-note, a'long (c. 1 second) wheezy, ratlicr 
metallic whistle swtetch, or beceg (reminiscent of goldfinch’s) repeated mono- 
tonously at 3 to 5 seconds* intervals, in flight or from perch (SA). 

Musemt Diagnosis. See Field Characters. For details of plumage sec Baler, 
loc. cit. 



measubesients 




lying 

89-94 


Bill 

(from fcalhcri) 
12-13 


Tarsus Tall 

lB-19 ' 63-66 nun 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull c. 16 mm 

COLOUR5 OF BARE BARTS. Iris hazcl. Bill light grcy, dusky a! lip (wntcr), black 
(summer). Legs and feet fleshy brown. 

Subfamily Carduelinae: Goldfmclics and Allies 
For description sec Vaurie, C., 1964. Article * Finch ' in Tliomson, A. L (ed.), 
Pt'fw Dicthna^ of Birds, London and N’ew Vork. 

Genus Coccothraustes Brisson 
Coccothraustts Brisson, 1760, Om. 1: 36. 

Type, by subsequent designation and tauion>'my, Lotia eoccothrausUs Linnaeus 
Bill massive, conical, culmen nearly straiglu, tomium of upper mandible curs’cd 
near gape. Nostrils partly concealed by hairy' fcatljers. Tail short and square. Wirtg 
pointed, innermost primarim and outer secondaries with sinuous square tips. Tarstw 
short and strong. 
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CARDUELINAE 


1981. HawfincH. CoccolhrausUs coccolkrausUs hwni Shzsrpe 

Coccothraustes humii Shaxpe, ^886, Proc. Zool, Soc. London: 97 
(Attock, NW. Punjab) 

Baker, FBI No. 1038, Vol. 3: 100 
. - Plate 103, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, Sparrenv^-f- ; length c, 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Ahovc^ hcad and back ta>my bro\vn, with a broad 
ashy collar on hlndneck. Lores and a narrow band at base of bill black. 
Wings black with a large white shoulder-patch and a concealed >vlutc patch 



showing in flight. Tips of secondaries purple-black svith a peculiar sinuous 
shape. Upper tail-coverts fulvous buff. Tail blackish with >vide white ter- 
minal band. BetoWf throat black with narrow white surrounding line. Breast 
and flanks ta\NTiy browTi, paler than back; centre of belly white. Sexes more 
or less alike; female’s head more ashy. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Uncoimnon and local ^v^ntcr visitor 
in irregular numbers.^ Pakistan in N.^V.F.P. (Chitral, Kohat) east to 
Abbottabad, Rawalpindi, Jliclum Salt Range, Domcl (Kashmir, A. E, 
Wardj specimen in U.S. Nat. Mus.) and south to northern Baluchistan (Fort 
Sandeman,, Quetta), mostly in the fbolhilh. Affects groves, orchards, 


dens and wooded hills. 

'^trclimiud. Breeds in eastern Kazakhstan, Kirghizistan, Tadzhikistan 
1 western Afghanistan (Peters’s Ckeck-Ust). The spedra ranges west to 
►rocco and the British Isles, and cast to the Ussuri region and Japan. 
nCRATioN. Arrives in wanter quarters in October-Dcccmbcr, remains 
the middle of April. Some birds recorded as late as 5 May in Kohat, 
'700 m (Whitehead, Ibis 1909: 227) and in the second week of May in 
itral (Tulton, JBNHS \6: 52). „ , r 

SENERAL HABtTS. UsuaUy s«n in smaU scattered flock of three to six 
ividuals but sometimes up to 30 birds. Remains m flocks ull the end of 
ty. An erratic species. Feeds on the ground, 
moD. Berries, seed, kernels of fruit stones. v 

roicE and calia. A rather prolonged cM or a shnll Ui uttered m flight. 

[Other note is rendered as filizuK (Jones). l' ,v«/ nlaccd 

a^iNG. Extralimital. June and July m Turkestan. ATeA, placed 

trees, 2-6 metres above ground. 


■ There arc no breeding records nor any observations Uter than May 


Museum Diaonosis. Sec Field Characters. 

UEASUREStENTS 


tTr? 
9 9 


IVing 

101-106 \ 
100-105/ 


Bill 

(from slttU) 
22-24 


Tarsus 


20-22 


Tail 


{ 


60-65 mm 
60-63 mm 

anv) 


Weight I (July) 49 g (Paludan). 

COLOUR^ or BARE PARTS. Iris dirty white. Bill pale bluish flesh. I.cgi flesh. 


Genus Mycerodas Cab.-tnis 
Mjerrobas Cabanis, 1B47, Archiv f. Naturg. 13 (1): 350. 

Type, by subsequent designation (Gray, I855),CofffftAfay/tfj mtlonozonlhos Hodgson 
Perissospizo Obcrholsrr, 1900, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 22: 227. 

T>pc, by original designation, CoceolhrausUs icteriotdrs Vigors - 
Bill massive, upper mandible toothed near gape. Inner primaries and outer 
secondaries rounded at lip. 


Key to the Species 


A A white patch on wing 

1 Thro.at black 

a Rump yellosvjsh olive 

b Rump black 

2 Throat not black 

c Throat grey 

d Throat )'clIow 

B No patch on wing 

3 Throat black 

c Thigh feathers dark brov.m 
f Thigh feathers >’cUow 

4 Throat grey 

g Belly yellowish green 

h Belly buff. 


...... .1/. tnmifei 

rrjdoT.ottsnthos o' 

. , . . , M. cotitipef Q 
.M.r^elomzatithos 9 


. . .. hf . icUri&ttfri o' 
M.rjfir.is o' 

M.efiKis 9 

....M, hterieidfS 9 
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1982. Black-and-Yellow Grosbeak. Mjrerobas icteTioidri (Vigon) 

Caccothrevjtes uUrioides Vigon, 1831, Troc. Zool Soc London: B 
(Himalayan Mountains Simla-Almora area) 

Baler, FBI No. J039, Vol. 3: 102 
Plate 103, fig. 9 

j>CAL NAME, ffjet tont (Kashmir, all grosbeaki). 

SIZE. M>*na; length e. 22 cm (8J in.). ^ . 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A I-OTgc blnck-and-ycllow mauivc- J ^ 

Male. Ahit, head, wings and taU dull blact j 

-fc and rump icmon-yeUosv. Belcnv, sides of hcad and t . 

H black. Rest of underparts Icmon-);ellow. , ^ . ; ^,v!„ 

Mnurpattern of n^Ie almost itoural 

11 black r. yellow. Yellow is p.sler and black duller, u 

preciablc in the field. Better identified by voice, q.v. 
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Female. X&ow, grey wth buff rump and blacHsli wings and taiL Bdaw, 
throat and breast grey-brown; belly buff- 

FemaJe ^uitc different from that of efmis and casHy recognized by buff 
rump and belly. 

STATXJS, DtsTRiBtmos' and HABITAT. Fairly common resident, subject to 
vertical movements. The western Himalayas from N.\Y.F.P. (Safed Koh 
and Chitral) cast to central Nepal (Gandak-Kosi watershed. Proud, 
JBNI^ 51 ; 667). Breeds mostly between c. 1800 and 3000 m, up to 3300 in 


Mycerobos fcceriofdes and M. ofpnts 



HI Range o\*erlap. 

in the Safed Koh and to 3500 m in Astor. Commonly occurs doi.vn to r. 1500 
m in As-intcr, occasionally as low' as e, 750 m; may be seen at these low ieycls 
until June after. cold spells. Affects pine, silver fir and deodar forest; in 
winter also oak woods. 

Extralimitai, Northeastern Afghanistan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Found in paiis or small scattered flocks. Usually fre- 
quents the tops of Wgh trees but freely descends to feed in low' undergrowth 
or on the ground, where it progxfesses in hops like a gjairow'. Has been 
observed collecting to roost in dense bushes. 

FOOD. Berries and small fruits taken in shrubs or undergrowth, pine and 
crab-apple seeds, fresh pine shoots. Insects, particularly in breeding season; 
once observed cadng a ‘ fair-sized slug *. 

VOICE and caixs. A conversational <ki£k uttered by both sexes while 
feeding. Normal call (male only?) a hi^-pitched rapid pir-rf«, pir^Tiu, 
pir-rfu . • . , reminiscent of a railway guard^s whistle (the kind \vith a pea in 
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it), ^ven in short, somcsvhat subdued blasts (SA) ; syllabified by Magrath as 
fecoi^ftco or keei^too. Song of male, a rich, clear and pleasing pn-troiDcet^d- 
trauxet (SA). 

BREEinNO. Season, April to July, iducfiy May and June; a female col- 
lected in September had an incubation patch and a well-developed egg in 
ovary. J/est, a rather large cup of fine twigs, grass, moss and lichen, lined 
widx finff grass and rootlets. Placed between 3 and 18 metres aboris the 
ground, generally dose to the trunk of a conifer. E^s, 2 or 3, greenish white 
(Magrath).or pale grey sometimes tinged with green, wnth deep puiple-black 
spots, scrolls and fines with secondary markings of very fine pale brown and 
lavender-grey lines and specks; marHngs usually confined to large end where 
forming a broad ring. Average size of 40 eggs 28*3 X 19*9 mm (Baker). 
Building by both sexes; other details unrc<»rded. 

Museuh Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Young females like adult fonalcbutuppcrparts more brownish. Rump brighter 
biiff. Throat and breast ashy mottled with brovmhh. Rest of underparts paler. 

Young male differs from young faaale in having the rump pale yellow. Post- 
jovenal moult of body, lesser median and ? greater coverts. 


MEASOREUZNTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from skull) 

126-136 ‘ f.29 r.25’\ 

9 9 122.-128 C.27 c.23/ 

(IVing and tail, Baker; bill and tarsus, MD) 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill g ree n in summer (Abbott), wax- 
yellow in winter. Legs and feet pale flesh or brownbh flesh. 


88-97 mm 


1983. AlKed Grosbeak. Mjerrobas afims (Blyth) 

. HespenphattA affirds Blyth, 1855, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 24: 179 

(Alpine Punjab, restricted to Hazara by Whistler, 1925, JBNHS 30: 700) 

, Baker, FBI No. 1040. Vol. 3; 103 
■ Plate 103, fig. 10 

LOCAL NASiE. tent (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Myna; length r. 22 cm (8| in.). 

FiEiD CHARACTERS. 'A Urge black-and-ycHow, masstve-billcd finch. 
Male. Above, head, \vings and tail deep black. An ochraccous yellow 
hind-coUar. Centre of back and rump ycUow. Below, throat black, rest of 
tmderparts yello^v. 

Colour pattern almost identical with that of Af. icUrioides q.v., but thighs 
yellow' r. dull black. Better identified by voice. 

Female. Above, head dark grey. R«t of upperparts olive-green, more 
yellowish on collar and rump. 'Wings and tail blacl^. Below, throat grey. 
Rest of tmderparts yellowish olive. 

Rather similar to M. camipes female but lacking tvhite w'ing-patch and 
with the grey restricted to throat. For differences from female M. icterioides 
see 1982, under Field Characters. 
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fTATUs, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT: Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, locally common. The Himalayas from Hazara east to Bhutan and 
Arunachal I^dcsh. Breeds in a higher zone than M. icUrioides, from e. 
2700 m, mostly abot'c 3000 m, up to tree-line (c. 3600 m in Garhwal, 3900 m 
in Nepal, 4000 m in SikHm, Bhutan and southeastern Tibet), wandering 
above tree-line to c. 4200 m after the breeding season and occasionally 
descending in winter to c. 1800 xn. Affects forests of oak, rhododendron or 
mixed comfer and broad-lea\'cd trees, occarionally wandering into dwarf 
rhododendron and jumper scrub above tree-line. 

ExtralmdUd. Extends to northern Yunnan, Szechuan and southern 
Kansu. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in paiTS or small flocks accor^ng to season. 
Frequents the tops of high trees, freely descending to the ground for feeding 
purposes. 

FOOD. Seeds, kernel*, frmts, insects, caterpillars (once a sn^). 

VOICE and CALLS. Song, a fine loud musical 'ishistlc of five to seven notes, 
the first six falling into Uvo series of three ascending notes cadi, the seventh 
note pitched much lower: emphasis on first and fourth 

syllables; also rendered as fd-diddle-diddle^th-JiddU. Alarm, a double note 
somewhat resembling the striking together of two stones, and might be 
written as hurt (A. E. Osmaston). A loud creaky song lasting about 30 
seamds, punctuated by rourical bulbul-fikc notes, and constantly repeated, 
has also been described (Sdfim Afi, 1962). 

BREEDING. Seoson, OH drcumstantial evidence. May and Jimc- Nesi and 
eggs unknown. 

Llcseuir Diacnosb. Male distinguished from M. icterindes by its yellow thighs 
(c. dark brown); black parts are deeper black with a sfi^t piirplc gloss; j-ellow 
parts arc more orange and the hind-collar ochraceous ydlow. 

Yoxmg male like adult male but ^‘cllow of upperparts duller and paler, that of 
underparts dingy oH-^’eUaw. Black of crown duller. Sides of head, chin and throat 
blacldsh with faint brovrn centres and fringes. 

Young female like adult female but hind neck and mantle a little duller. 
Rump suffused with ydlow. Throat buffy white in centre. Rest of underparls dull 
grey b h olive tinged with yellow. 

UKAXURCUENTS 

^Vit^ BM Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

2 123, 126 27 26 83 mm 

2 9V 121, 132 27 26 87 mm 

(^^!>, Stevem) 

Wcig^itS o'er P*t»y) 69-72; 1 9 (May) 83 g (GD). ' 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Female, winter: Iris brovra. Bm grr e n tA blue. Legs 
and feel fleshy. 

hlYCEROBAS CARNIPES (HodgSOn) 

Key to Subspecies 


Darker .^f. e. eendpes^ 

Paler M, c. speesUgma 
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1984. Persian Whitetvinged Grosbeak. Mjterohas camipes speculigerus 
(Brandt) 

Coeeoihresates speadigerta Brandt, 1841, BuU. Acad. Imp. Sci. 

Sl Fetersb, 9, col. 1 1 (N. Persia) 

Baker, FBI No. IWI (part), Vol. 3: 104 
LOCAL NAUES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Myna; length c, 22 cm {8J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1985, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, locally common. Paldstan from Kalat north to the Safed Koh. Breeds 


Mycerobm cornipes 



ESS Dhtribnlional ranges x ^emltgerss (1984) » . 3 canapes (19S5). 
between e. 2400 and 3600 m, descending to low'cr Icvcb in winter. Affects 
jumper foresL 

Exfralindtal, Afghanistan and the mountains of northwestern Iran and 
Transcaspia. 

GENERAL HABm, FOOD and VOICE. As m 1985. 

BREEDING. Secson, Junc, July and presumably later. AVrf and eggs, as in 

1985. 

Muszrm Diacnossl Differs from tsndpes (1985) in being paler and smaller; 
male less black above, more slaty; female paler above and below. 
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MEAJUREUENT* 

Wing^'j lli-120 mm (Vaurie); 9 V n&-123 mm (CBT). 

COLOHES or BAM FART*. As in 1985. 

1985. Himalayan Wbitewinged Grosbeak. Mycerobas camipa candpa 
(Hodgson) ‘ 

Cd.^eoIhrausUi) Camipa Hodgson, 1836, Aslat Rea. 19: 151 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1041 (part), Vol. 3: 104 
Plate 103, fig. IS , 

LOCAL NAMTA. l^el (ml (Kashmir) ; Dtci dor (Labul) . 

SIZE. Myna; length c. 22 cm (8J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A large, dark lint^ with massive bill, and white wing- 
patches particularly conspicuous in flight. 

Male. Above, black with a svhite wing-patch, yellowish olive rump and 
a few spots of same colour on secondaries. Below, throat and breast black- 
belly wax-ycUow. ' ’ 

Distinguished flora M. melatwzanthos (1986) by yellowish olive rump (r. 
blackish) and much more extensive black on underparts. 

Female. Above, head and back grey. Rump wax-yellow. Wing grey- 
brown with a white p^tch, yellowish bar, and pale yellow and whitish pattern 
on secondaries. Below, sides of head, throat and breast gray lightly mottled 
with buff. Flanks and lower belly wax-yellow. 

Female distinguished from those of q^is and icteriaides by white wing-patch. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The Himalayas from Gilgit and Hazara east to Ariinachal 
Pradesh. Breeds between 3000 and 3600 m in western Himalayas and up to 
4200 m flora Garhwal eastwards. Affects dwarf juniper forest above timber- 
line, and mixed juniper and fir near timber-line; at lower elevations mixed 
fir, rhododendron, juniper, or fir forest with bamboo undergrowth, or pine 
woods, especially in the west. Descends to e. 2700 m in svinter, sometimes 
down to 1500 m, but does not entirely leave the higher levels and has been 
recorded as high as 4200 ro in that season. 

Extralimtal. Ranges west to Turkestan (Tarbagatai and Tien Shan) and’ 
cast to southeastern Tibet, northern Yunnan, Szechuan, southern Kansu 
and Tsinghai. 

OENERAL HABITS. As a rule less shy than other grosbeaks. Keeps in pairs 
or small flocks according to season. Very noisy while feeding, the character- 
istic cracking sound of stones of juniper and other fruits being audible 20 or 
30 metres away. If alarmed will sit silent and motionless in the foliage; if 
hunted out the psaty will scatter in all directions with clumsy whirring, 
ch'pping flight as of a svoodpecker, the individuals continuing their rasping 
alann-note till reunited. 

FOOD. Juniper seeds apparently the staple food: ‘The bird thrusts its 
beak into the meat and with the sharp edge of the “jaws ”, simultaneously 
assisted by the very peculiar spoonlike tongue, very quickly cleans the stone 
from meat and shell which fall on the ground ’ (Dolgushin et at., 1968). Also 
other seeds, kemeU and berries (strawberries and seeds of Bumex among 
others have been noted). Young fed on juniper seeds and insects. 

VOICE and calu. ‘ Frequently seen jierched in some prominent position 
uttering its fanuliar notes wil-ye-go-ame or croak-et-et ’ (Whitehead), the fiist 
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rmdition apparently the song (seldom beard), the second a call-note- soar 
also described as dja-dji-dji-dju (MD). ^ ‘C, vjng 

BREEDDra dcaise, June to August in the western Himala)-as; in east-rn 
Nepal fci^es not tn breeding condiubn until August (GD). Proloneed nrst 
mg apjwrently due to different local climatic conditions (Dolgushni 
et al.). Met, a deep cup of tings, u-eed-stems and occasionally some moa or 
dtr leaves with m inner layer of juniper bark fibre. Flared in junipers 
lyithin a i^ple of metres from the ground or in spruce or other trees some- 
tunra ra high as 20 meues. normally 3, sometimes 2, pale grrenbh grey 
spotted and scrawled with purple-black and irith pale purple markiics 
Average s.ze often eggs 27 X 19- 1 mm (Baker). Building of nest by female 
alone, male only accompanies her. Incubation by botli sexes, chiefly bv 
fc^lc; period 15 or 16 days. Cara of young by both parents; nestling period 
about 20 ^ys. For further details on biology (including moult) in K^. 
Stan* see Dolgushm, 1. A., et al., 1968, JBNHS 65: 105-10. 

Museum Diaonosis. Sec Field Characters. For disdncUon from iptadiimu lee 
1984, Museum Diagnosis. Complete poslnupUal moull August to October. 

^ Young. Ahoor, olive-broivn with subtenninal liny pale m'arkiugs and darlcr 
tips; rump as in adult. Wing-coverts dark brown, lesser and median with greenish 
yellow tips, greater with greenish yeUow lips to outer wehs. Below, ashy brown with 
pale shaft lines. 

Immature male (first-year) similar to old female; may occasionally breed in this 
dress. Adult plumage assumed after fint year, in July-October. 

MEASURfKENTs' 

Wing (Himalayiu) 115-126 mm (Vaurie) 

P9( >. ) 216-*123mm (CBT) 

9. (Sild:im) 103-123 mm {Mcmertzhagen) 

Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

1 30 \ 

1 9 28 j 27-28 92-96 mm 

(Bill MD, rest Baker) 

Weight 5 ri’t? (June-Aug.) 5Gr 1-62 g; 4 9 9 (Junc-Aug.) 54*7-59‘2 g (Nepal, 
GD). 1 (f (Sept.) 66 g (Bhutan, SDR). 

COLOURS OP BAM PARTS. Iris bfown. Bill brownish horn, livid flesh at basal 
half of lower mandible. Legs and feet pale flesb-brown (KW). Bill dark bom-brown 
blackening at tip; lower mandible jpale at b»e (Abbott). 

1986. Spottedwioged Grosbeak. Mycerohas melcnozcpithos (Hodgson) 

Coc.{coihTeixu\es) Hodgson, 1936, Asiat. Res. 19: 150 

(Nepal) 

Myurohas xnelanotanthus osufragus Koelz, 1954, Contrib. Inst R^onal Ejqjloratioo, 
No. 1 ; 19 (Kohima, Naga Hills) 

Mycerohas melanozanlJuu pangpui Koclr, 1954, Contrib. Inst Regional .Exploration, 
No. 1 : 20 (Sangau, Lushai Hills) 

Baker, FBI No. I042rVol. 3j 105 
Plate 103, fig. U 

LOCAL tlAUES. WytMont (Kashmir); Moltam-pho (Lepeba). 

’ Of the Tien Sbao population called M, e, mnzhaehtfi Schalow. 
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size. Myna; length e, 22 cm (8| in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A loTgc black-and-ycllow finch with massive bill and 
prominent white spots on closed wings. 

Male. Aiooe, entirely blackish 
with %vhitish spots on secondaries 
and a ^vhtte ^ving-patch (concealed 
when wng folded). Belcw, throat 
and upper breast blackish. Rest of 
underparts deep yellow. 

Distinguished from M. carnipes 
by blackish rump (r. yellon^ 
olive), less extensive black below 
and much brighter yellow belly. 

Female. Aiow, like male but 
crown, nape and ba^ streaked with 
yellow; yellow streaks forming a distinct supercilitint Below, yellow boldly 
strewed with blackish, this character easily identifying female. 

STATUS, DtsnuBunoN and habitat. Rather imcoromon resident, subject 
to vertical movements. The Himalayas from the Indus Valley east through 
Arunachal Pradesh, thence south through the Patkai Range, Nagaland, 
north Cachar and Mizo Hills (Koclz, loc. cit.), Khasi HiUs. (Baker) and 




HI Distributional range 

Manipur' (HumeJ. Alfitudinal distribution imperfectly knoivn. R^o^ded 

3 at V 2400 m in the western H^ps and in 

3^md 3600 in in Bhutan. On Mt Victoria betiveen 2000-2500 m. In 
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winter descends to e. 1200 m, occasionally 900 m in the w-cst, and down to 
600 m in the Bhutan foothills. Affects mixed conifer and broad-leaved 
forest. 

Exlratimilal. Extends to southeastern Tibet, Szechuan, Burma (Ml 
Victoria, Myitkyina dist., southern Shan States), Yunnan and nortliem 
rhaiiand. 

OENERAL HABITS. Kecps in palis or flocks according to season; flocks 
usually small but sometuncs up to r. 50 birds, or more. Frequents and often 
feeds in the tops of tall trees. When disturbed usually flies high in the air. 
Becomes quite noisy after the breeding season when it collects in large 
flocks. A feeding congregation keeps up a running chorus of a peculiar 
cackling reminiscent of the cacophony of Garmlax leucolophus (1283). This, 
lugmentcd by the sound of cracking cherry stones and the constant patter 
sf discarded shells on the dry litter under the tree, usually announces the 
presence of die birds a long way off. Also feeds on the ground. 

FOOD. Kernels of wild cherry (Prmus), Mynca, etc.; hemes of 

[Yiamam. ' i- 

VOICE and calls. A variety of calls, the most familiar bemg a raliung 
lote rendered as trrrr or charrirUk, somesvhat similar to the distant rail 
sfa magpie, usually uttered in flight but also during feeding -~ likened m 
he distance also to the shaking of an ordinary match-box containing only a 
bw matches! Also some mellow and somewhat oriole-iikc whistles lyop-ba or 
ypo-lio and a variety of parrot-like notes; a remarkably hunmn note like the 
-.xclamation ah pronounced sviih an ascending inflection (Magrath). 

’’ BREEDINO. Srason, May to July, ^'e,l, a cup of tssigs, grass and moss lined 
vith rootlets and maidenhair stems, placed in trees about four metres or 
n-gher above the ground. Egs>, 2 or 3, pale green marked nrth streak and 
.lotches, similar to eggs ot M.iclerioider but marbnp dccj^dedly more ^dish 
.rowiL Measurements, 2 eggs 30 X 20-6 mm (Baker), 3 eggs 26-6 X 20 5 
nm (Skinner, JBNHS 18: 907). , 

Museum Diaohoso. See Field Charaelen; for details of pluinagra IVlmder, 
BNHS 29: 152-3. A complete prenuptial moult ending about April (DuvvaJ, I JOJ, 
BNHS 60 : 200) [no spring moult according to H4V who recorded a iptcincn 
aouliing remiges in November). First-winter plumage like kdult female’s but yellow 
cpbccd by creamy while. 
jjeasurements 

Wing - Bill Tarsus 

" (from ikull) 

dijj. 122-135 24-32 22-25 

9 9 119-135 20-31 22-24 

ytpthofbill at bases d’d' 21-22 mm (SA) 

-rey culmen, tip, and eommissures blackish grey; mouih blackish slate. Leg. 
bet dull bluish slate; clam dusky. 


Tail 

71-83 rom 
73-77 mro 
(IIW, SA) 
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Gcnuj Cardvblxs Brisson 
Cir&ielu 1760, Om. I ; 36, 3; 53, 

Typ^ by tautonymyv ‘ Caxdudis ’= FrinjilU certlxulis Linnaeus 
Spinas Koch, 1816, Sj'st- Baicr. ZooL: 232. 

Type, by tautonymy, Frvigilla spinas Lmnactis 
Ujpacentfus Cabamx, 1851, Mtis. Hein, I: 161, 

Type, by monotypy, Csrdaelis spdnaiits Vigors 
Cfe^wnnHr Bole, 1828, Isis, coL 322. 
by roonotypy, FringiUa spttau lixmatus 

Bill almost wedge-shaped, short and thick or pointed and thinner, alwa)*s thick 
at base. Nostrils round, covered ^^ith plumdets. long and rather pointed, 
6rsi primary (as.) minute. Tail slightly forked. Tamis short and strong. 


Key to the Species 


A No yellow patch on wing 

B A Urge ^•riJow patch on wing 

1 Forehead red 


Page 

139 

133 

136 

2 Forehead yellow 


Cardueus carduzus (Liimaeus) 

Key to rise Sobsperies 

A Crown bUck *..C.e. rrunor 

Page 

133 


b No black on crown 

I Paler 


134 


2 Darker 

Cm Cm eesderps 

135 



1 987. Si}>enaa Goldfinch. CerdmUs cafduelts major Taezanowski 
Carivrtis rmjor Taranowski, 1879, Proc- ZooL Soc. Londonr 672 (TtsAestan) 
Bakcr,-FBr No. 1080, VoL 3: M9 " 

LOCAL XAUZ3. None recorded- v 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CRARACTERS. As in 1989 but hi’ndcTcrtvn and band reaching sides 
of neck black. ^ 

STATUS, msTJUBunoK and habitat, Raic winter va g rant. A spemmen 
collected at Qttetta in February in a flock of grey-headed birds’ (Meinertz- 
hagen, Ihu 1920: 138). 

KxfrafiTTtthd. Breeds in western Siberia firom dieUrals to the Yeruscy and 
western Altai, south to Scimpalatinsk. In wiiifcr normally reaches Xurfc- 
znenia and Turkestan. 

cenerai. habits, food and voice. As in' 1989. 

hfcsEuir Diacnosts. Distinguished fr o m eeniaps chiefly by black hlndcztmT). 
extending in a b^d to sides of neck; also by somevk'hat larger size and hearicr bill. 
For detafls of plumage see Baker, loc, cat, 
ilEASVJtZiiZSTS 

Wing (?£? 85-89 mm; 9 9 77-85 mm (Dementics') 
coiDusa OF BA&s PARTS. Iris brown. Bill pinkish bora with dark tip. Legs and 
feet poJe hora brown. 
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Cerdu^h cardvelii 



Distributional ranges i camels (1989), a sahlata (1988), 

3 m^'err (1987), 4 perepesdsi (RE), 5 other cxtralimital subspedcs- 


1988. Central Asian Goldfinch. Cardtulis cardtults subulata 

Fringilla sohalaia Gloger, 1833, Abandcm VOg.: 153 (Venisei) 
Bakcr.TBI No- lOlM. Vol, 3: 151 
. LOCAL KAH£3. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length e. 14 cm (5J in.). 

FtEu> CHMLACTESts. As in 1989, q.v. 

STATUS, DBTRiBuTiOH and HABITAT. Rare winter vagrant. Two specimens 
collected by hfeinertzhagen near Quetta in December and March (GBT, 
JBNHS31: 8&4). 

Extsalimial, Breeds in south-central Siberia from the Ycniscy to southern 
AltaL In winter south to Turkestan. 

GENERAl. HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1989. 

Mcseom Diagnosis. Differs from roaops (1989) in being distinctly paler both 
abo\'e and below. Rump more widely white; flanks whiter, less grey. 

UEASUROhCEKTS 

Wing cf o’ 81-85; 9 9 80-81 mm 

Wright 4 ri’ri’ 19-22*2; 2 9 9 20, 20 g (Dementitv), 

C01.0URS CP BARE PARTS. As hx 1987 and 1989. 
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1989. Greyheaded Goldfinch. Ccrduelis ccrdutlis caxdctps Vi^n 

Cariadis fotdsfps 'Vigors, 1831, Froc, ZooL Soc. London: 23 
(Himalayan Mountains =: Stmla-Almora area) 

Baker, FBI No. 1081, 'VoL 3: 150 
Plate 101, fig. 10 


LOCAL NAMES. ShsoTO OT Sthoto (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow ~ ; length r. 14 cm (51 in.). 

PiELD CHARACTERS. AhoTt, foTchcad cri i u son; lores black. Crown and 
back pale grey-brown; rump whit#. AVings blade 
with a large, conspicuous bii^t yellow patch. 
Tail black and W'hite;, Below, clun and area around 
bill crimson bordered >vith whitish buff Breast 
pale grty-brown; belly whitish. Sexes nearly 
alike. 



X c. 1 Id flight, a y’ellowish band across wings, border- 

ed \rith brown in front and behind, conspicuous 
white rump and white-and-black tsul diagnostic. 

STATUS, DSTRXBtmoN and HAfiTTAT. Coitimon resident, subject to vertical 
movements. Pakistan in northtm Baluchistan (^VBliams, JBNHS 33; 605; 
Chiistison, ^NHS 43 : 482), N.W.F.P, north to Ghitral, thence cast throt^i 
Gil^t, Baldstan, Ladakh, Hazara, Kashmir and along die Himalayas to 
central Nepal (Lowndes, 1955, JBNHS 53: 34; Fleming & Traylor, 1968). 
Breeds firom c. 2400 m up to 3900 m, OccarioaallylDeedsaslOTvasf, ISOOm 
(Ra\valpmdi, Thandiani, Vale erf" Kashmir, Quetta Valley). Near Mus- 
sooree, according to Osmaston (JBNHS 31 *. 995), ‘ b^ns nesdng towards 
the end of May between 1500 and 2100 m. After rearing the first brood at 
this comparatively lowr altitude they leave early in July for higher altitudes 
and have second nests at from 2800 to 3300 m ’. Affects orchards near upland 
vifiagcs, bare stony hillsi des, open pine and fir forest, fields and scrub and 
wiflow^ Jumper or other scrub abo\'c timber-line. IVithdraws from the 
upper levels in winter and descends to the valleys and foothills, occanonally 
into the adjacent plains (Atnbala, Rawalpin^ . 

£rfrefirrilc/. The species ranges from Central Asia west to the British 
Isles, the Mediterranean countries and the Azores. 

CI.NERAL HABITS, Kccps in paiTS when breeding but small flocks may 
be seen, throughout the breeding season; in. winter usually in larger flocks. 
Feeds on the groimd hoppu^ about, or frum flower he a d s — — fluttering an d 
c l i nging to them and plucking the s eed s. Fli^t slightly undulating, tjpicaDy 
sparrmv-like. 


FOOD. Flower seeds, cspedall)' of thistles (Cmhcuspp.); of sunflower 
(/frKflsj&u) ar>d a mn i a in hill-station gardens. Also seeds of the chenar tree 
(FZctffnu rrtrticEr) in Kashmir in January— February, 

^ VOICE and caxxs, CaB-note a diaractcristic deedeUt or chfrtfc. Song; a 
hqmd tvdttcs^ remimscent of a canary's; in spring often delivered by 
several birds in chorus from in among tr ee s. 

asamiNC. Secson %'arics according to altitude: April to July at lower 
^varions, Julj’ and August in the high country. Sec also observatioa by 
f^smaston (above} under Status etc, JVkrf, a neat cup of dry grass, moss. 
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lichen or other material, lined with vegetable down and a few hairs. 
Placed on brandies of ^unc, fir, fruit trees, willows or juntpcis, generally 
between two and nine metres above the ground, sometimes as Jv^ as 20 
metres; usually towards the end of a branch. .Hggx, 4 or 5, pale blue with fine 
blotches of dark browm and nasty red mostly at the larger end; nearly white 
unmarked eggs arc occasionally found. Average rizc of 38 eggs 18 X 13*2 
mm (Osmaston), of GO eggs 18*5 X 13*2 mm (Baiun*). Incubation by 
female, fed on nest by male. Feeding of young by both parents, by regurgita- 
tion. Sec also Bates, 1960, JBNHS 57; 339-47 for fruthcr details. 

hlusECu DiACNOsc. Scc Kcy to the Sub53>cries. 

Female differs from male only in the smaller extent of crimson about base of 
bilL 

Young, without crimson or black on the lace. U ppe rp arU, rides of head, throat 
and breast pale grey-brown with laint darker tips on the rump mixed with buffy 
white; upper t^*eovcxts wHte with rusty tips and more or less dark central streaks. 
Underparts whitish sullied with brown on the flanks; lesser, median and greater 
co v ert s bladc^ with pale bufly browmish dps, heavy on last, faint elsewhere; oval spots 
on tertials and tips to c ea tra l tail doll buffy wlutc. Pos^uvenal moult of body, lesser, 
median and greater coverts. Fxnt-ycar birds distjngmshed by buffy white (r. white) 
oval spots on tertials. 

>CZA$UKX3fZ?m 

\«ng Bm Tanus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'P 79-87 16-17 14-15 48-51 mm 

(HW) 

counju or barl eaRts. Iris browTS. BUI flesh-white, usually tipped with hora* 
brown. Legs and feet flesh-brown. 


Cabdueus spinoxdes Vigors 
Key to the Sabspeae« 

A Head black, no stq>erczlmm 

B A yellow su pe r efl iam 

1 Cheek separa ted from mabf streak by yeffow area... 

2 Cheek not separated from malar streak 



Page 

. .Cm s. te^teri 

238 

. .Cm X. spinoides 

tS6 

mC. s. keinjUfa 

139 


1990. Himalayan Green fin tdt. CesdseUs sjdratdes sjwtdes 'Vigors 

Cerdsslis ipasridri Vigors, IKI, Proc. ZooL Soc. Ixmdon: 44 {Hixxula)’as ** Sunla) 
Baker, FBI No. 1089 (part), VoL 3: 160 
PUte 101, fig. 6 
LOCAL KANZs. Nooc rccordcd. 

SZ2I:. Sparrow — ; length r. 14 cm (5} in.). 

FIELD CRAHACTERS. Male. AhcTo, CTOWTX, car-covcTts, a malar ttreak 
and back blackish brown. Forehead, supcrcSium and rides of neck yellcrw 
for m i ng an indistinct collar below the nape. Rtin^ yclfrjw. ^Viags dark 
brown wiih a large yellow patch; inner sccrmdarics edged with white. Tall 
dark brown; basal half of outer rectrices yellow. Below, jxilow. 

Female like male but duller, nmre washed with green above. 
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Immature birds heavily streaked. 

, and HABITAT. Mostly a summer (breeding) visitor 

^ the Himalayas from Hazara and Murree east to Arunachal Pradesh. In 
^hmir breeds commonly betiveen 2000 and 2400 m. occasionally up ta 
poo m From Kulu to Snnia breeds between 1800 and 2700 m, possibly as 
f ^ (Kangra) or 1200 m (Simla). In western and central Nepal 

from 1800 to 3700 m, while in eastern Nepal breeds betiveen 2800 and up to 


CordueJff spinoides 



4400 m in scrub above timber-line (Dicsselhont). In Sikkim breeds between 
2100 and 3000 m, locally up to 3800 ra. In Bhutan very common between 
1800 and 3100 m. In^vinter occurs mostly in the foothills below r. 1300 mm 
the west, 1500 m in Nepal, and in adjacent plains; in Sikkim observed up to 
2700 m in winter (Salim AU). Affects cultivation, open slopes and edges of 
^ forest, and open pine or deodar forest; freely enters hill-station gardens and 
compounds. Tn eastern Nepal also recorded in open forest at timber-line and 
in pure scrub growdt above it (Dlessclhorst), 

MIGRATION. Generally arrives on breeding grounds in June, staying till the 
end of October. May be seen in winter quarters from October to the end of 
May. 

GENERAi. HABITS. Keeps in pairs or parties according to season, in winter 
collecting in flocks of 10 to 20 birds or more. Feeds much more in bushes 
and frees than on the ground, and often feeds on flowcrhcads in the manner 
of a goldfinch. Display said to be similar to that of the Europcaii Greenfinch, 
Cardutlis thloriSy namely a song-flight in which * the male circles round with 
peculiar erratic bat-like flight wth slowly flapping wings * (IVithcrby). 
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muu* k UT . ^ mciuamg wia hemp, sunflower, Cdlicbvt 

mJlet. buefavheat. rice, etc. Afro berries and insects ^ ' 

described as similar to that of European 
G eenfcch, a^aractenshc, %-cariying Also ‘ a long.<lrawn 
dropping at the end, strongly reminiscent of lora ' (Smj-thies). Soar rri 

(above). Some mft, twittering call-notes uttered in flight. (Obseu-ers' tL 
enpuons as call-notes ' and ‘ song > rather ambiguousO 

T ‘1'“'= late, beginning towards the end oflnnc or carlv 

July, lastmg till October at higher altitudes, with a peat in August. .A'ui i 
> stalks and rootlets and moss, lined with fine ro!)t. 

zonJ “necakd on 'In: upper surface of a hori- 

«fro«>it>', preferably in deodars 
( rat) or pmra, from 2 to 20 metres above ground level, average about 9 
metres. E^s, 3 to 5, normally 4, slightly greenish white usually with an ' 
im^ar rmg of minute blackish brown spou round the large end and a few- 
smul^ ^ecks sraftered here and there. Average size ofSO eggs 18-7 X I3'7 
nm (Baker). Building of nest by female only, accompanied by male. Incuba- 
tion by ftiMle only, fed on nest by male; period about 13 days. Care of 
young by both parents. See Dodsivorth, JBNHS 21: 1074-80 for further 
details. 


Museum Duonosis. See Field Characters and Key to the Subspedes. Scaes can be 
distinguished by sving.eovert3 : in the male, the lesser and median coverts nrt com. 
pictcly yellow, in the female dark bro^vn. 

Youngsimilar to fenusle. For details of plumages see Wh'istler, liis 1910: 151-3, 
Adult bird has one complete moult a year, in May and June. Juvenal plumage 
retamed throughout ivintcr and moulted into adult plumage in complete prenuptial 
moult. 

WEAstmEurrm 



Wing 

Bill 

Tanus 

Tail 



(from skull) 



d’o"’ 

9 9 

76-81 \ 
72-80 / 

14-16 

14-16 

/ 43-51 mm 
\ 46-50 mm 


(BB, Stres., SA) 

Weight 2 (J'd> (Aug.) 18-5, 20-8; 1 o? (Aug.) 18-7 g— CD. I (?. 1 V (May) 
19, 18-5 g — BB. 6 cJitf (Oct.-Dee.) 17-20; 599 (Oct.-Dcc.) IG-18-5 g — S.A 


COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris browo to dark brown. Bill; upper mandible 
brownish flesh, darker on base and tip; lower mandible fleshy witli dusky lip. Lcgi 
and feet brownish flesh to pale homy. 


1991. Tibetan Greeofineb. Carduelis spxnoides taylori (Kiniicar) 
Hjpacanihxs spinoidts Uylori Kinocar, 1939, Ibis: 752 
(Lilung-, Tsangpo Valley, SE. Tibet) 
a. Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAi. NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

.5IZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 14 an (5^ in.). 

FIELD characters. As in 1990 but whole Jiead nearly black. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical . 
movements. Southeastern Tibet and adjacent parts of Arunatdial Prad«h. 
Affects cultivation, open fields, meadows and edges of forest near cultivation 
at r. 2800-3100 m. / , ' 

Extralimital. Extends to Szechuan. Other subspecies in northern Burma, 
Yunnan and Vietnam. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1990. . .f I- • 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinguished from both tpitmdts andAnnncrti m having the 
whole head nearly black, the back very dark obve and the underparts darker, more 
olive; belly dirfy greyish white. 

SCEASUREMENTS 

Wing d’ei’ 79-83 inni; 9 9 78-80 mm (NBK) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. UiiTccorded. 


1992. Mt Victoria Greenfinch. Carduelis sptnoides heinrichi Stresemann 
Carduelis spiruiides heinrichi Stresemann, 1940, MitL Zool. Mus. Berlin 24. 153, 170 
• (Mt Victoria) 

Baker, FBI No. 1089 (part), Vol. 3: 160 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 14 cm (5J in.). 

FIELD caiARACTERs. As in 1 990, q.v. ^ . 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, 
ments; apparently uncommon. The hills of Nagaland (Bawr, J * 

143), Manipur (Ripley, JBNHS 50: 512; Hume, SF 11: 28) and adjacent 
hills of Burma south to Mt Victoria at c. 2300-2400 m m suminer, ^ 
ing to at least 1400 m in winter. Affects trees in clearings an ncig our 
hood of cultivation. 

general HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1990. »*/•-< a 

BREEDING. SeosoTi^ ubout Junc (by gonadal evidence). Jve an egg 
undcscribcd, probably as in 1990. 

Museum Ducnosb. Differs from tajlori chlcOy in having a yellow su^cilium and 
from tpiswides in bring much darker, the crotvn and checks black, e attcr no 
separated from malar streak by a yellow area. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing J:? 72-77; 9 9 70-74 mm (SDR, Stres.) 

Weight 1 t? 16; 2 subadult Jd’ 15, I5-S; 3 9 9 15, 15, 15 g (SDK). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARIS. As in 1990. 


1993. Tibetan Sisltin. Carduelis thibeUma (Hume) 
ChnseruUHs thibetana Hume, 1872, Ibis: 107 (borden of Sakim and Thibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 09 1 , Vol. 3 : 1 62 

Plate 101, fig. 4 


LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. ' 

SIZE. Sparrow - ; length c. 12 (5 ui.). 

held cbakacteRs. a small yellow-green 
small, pointed bill and sUghtly forked tad. 


and brosvnish finch with a 


Male. Above, olivc-yclIow, mantle faintly streaked with dark brown, 
rump brighter yellow. An ilMcfined superciliiim and collar bright yellow. 
A yellow wing-bar. Tail-feathers dark brown edged with yellow. Below, deep 
yellow washed with olive on sides of neck and flanks. 

Female, like male but duller and streaked with dark brown above and 
bclosv excepting throat and upper bre.ist. 

Immature, like female but more heavily stre.ikcd and witli abdomen 
whitish. 

STATUS, ptSTRiBunoN and HABITAT. Mostly a svinlcr visitor to the eastern 
Himalayas, from central Ncp.al (Proud, JBNHS 51 : 737, 53: 66; Rand & 
Fleming, Fieldhma 41 : 202) east Uirough Sikkim (SSlim Ali, 1962; Meinertz- 
hagen, 1927), Bhutan (SA) and Arunachal Pradesh between 1 000 and 3000 m 



H Known breeding or summer records. Cs3 Known winter range. 

(in Burma as low as 600 m). Prcsunubly breeds in ’ 

birds have been recorded in summer in Tibet near or on the border (L^a 
M between long. 93- and 94»E. (Ludlow, fb-s 1914: 356);^.^* 
farther west (loc. cit. : 357). Observed m summw ^tween 2000^^ 
in hemlock (Tsuga), birch and mixed fir and birch forest near tree- 
winter, knosvn to frequent alders and Tsug^ Cr«husn. 

Extralirmlal. Breeds in southeastern Tiiiet, and western . 

Winters to northern Burma and northern Vunram. n-cAmber to 0 March. 
MIORATIOS. Recorded in wmlcr quarters from 20 , ...jar.e) 

CENERAL HAEtrs. Fouud in pairt in the 
othenvise in flocks of 10 to 50, rametimes up Tf “T' f“,j^,Hrth, 

(- literally swarms ' - Proud). Feeds largely among » ' 

MC.; also on the ground under conifers, sometimes tn thick onuergr 
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FOOD, Seeds of alders (Alnus), birch {Belula) and conifers. 

VOICE and cAixs. When in flocks in trees ‘ keeps up a continual hard 
tremulous twittering, at times quite deafening —sounding in the distance 
like starlings going to roost. Never silent for a minute *. Song, heard in 
March, * a mere variation of the frittering \rith many trills added ’ (Proud) . 
WTicn taking sring, utters a series of finch-Uke notes (Ludlow). 

BREEDiKO. Season, birds have been observed keeping paired in May and 
June, AVrt and eggs unknosNm. Cf. Ludlow & Kinnear, Ibis 1944: 357. 

Mlieum DiACNOsn. See Field Characters. 

First-year male and female like adult but paler yellow on vmderparts; flanks 
more streaked. Greater coverts and tertials ^•cllovrish white instead of oUvc-gr ee n. 


MZASUREMKm ^ 



Wirg 

, BUI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

rf'e? 

68-72 

11-14 ■) 

14-15 

r 40-43 mm 

99 

64-70 

12-13 J 

(one 9 12) 

\ 42-45 mm 


' (SA, Rand & Fleming) 

Weights d’d* (Nov.) 10-11; I p (Nov.) U g — SA- 

coLouRS or BARE PARTS, Iris bfown. Bill pinkish grc)’. Legs and feet fleshy 


gres*. 

Genus Acanthis Borkhausen 

Borkhausen, 1797, Deutsche Fauna 1: 248. Type, by subsequent designation 
(Stqnegcr, 1884), Fringilla linaria Linnaeus 
Bill short, straight and pointed. Wing long. ' 

Key to the Speries 

Throat streaked A. eannabina 

Throat unstreaked A.Jtearestris 

1994. Eastern Lumet. AcantMs carmabina belta (Brehm) 

Fringilla bella Brehm, 1845, Isis, coL 348 (Be^Touth) 

. UnotaftingillxToslTis Bonaparte & Schlegcl, 1850, Monogr. Loriens: 45, pi. 49 
(Kashmir) 

Baker, FBI No; 1084, Vol. 3: 154 

PUie 101. fig, 8 ' 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd, 

. sru. Sparrow — ; length c. 13 cm (3 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS, hlaic. Abovtf forchcad pinkish red. Nape and sides 
of neck grey, crown streaked with dark brown. Back 
and tving-covcrts brotvn, rump paler. Tail black and. 
while. , BeloWf throat whitish with brotvn streaks. 
Breast p ink i s h red. Flanks rufous-brown. Centre of 
belly white. 

Female, similar to male hut \rithout red; breast 
fulvous white streaked with dark brown. 
y- «. I STATUS, DSsTRiBtrnoN and HABnxT. Uncommon 

and irregular trinter visitor to Pakistan in Gilgit, 
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Aeonth/s f evirostris 



Extrolunitol. Extends north to the Pamirs and cast along the Kun Lun to 
the Nan Shan. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 1996. 

BREEDDfo. As in 1996, 

Muieou Dlackoss. Differs from rvfostrigcia in bong paler, greyish sandy, with 
the streaks more diffused or less sharply roarked. BiQ thinner. 
wtAsuRottKn and colours or barb farts. As in 1996. 


1996. Tibetan Twite. Acatihis Jlasirostris rtifoslngata (Walton) 

Linota refertri^ Walton, 1903, Bulk Brin Oni. 0. 15: 93 
(Khamba Jong, Tibet) 

Aeattids/armstris Udsteraxs R. & A Mdnertihageo, 1926, BuB. BriL Orn. CL46- ofi 
(Leh) 

Baker, FBI No, 1087, Vol. 3: 157 
PUte 101, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAUZS. P^-cht [ = mustard bird), Der.g-datg-Tr^ (Tibetan); 

(Gyaagtse). 

SEE, Sparrow — ; length f. 13 cm (5 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Small brown foch with pink rump and distinctly 
forked tail. 

Male. Ahoze, ftdvous bro^^m streaked with dark brown. Two huffish 
wing-ban. Rump pale pint Tail dark brmvn with white outer edge. Belozv, 
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Baldstan, Rawalpindi and Jhelum districts, Salt Range and northern 
Baluchistan (Quetta dist.). Affects open cotmt^*, cultivation, and stony 
slopes at base of hills; in Baltistan up to 2460 m. 

ExlrdimUil. Breeds from northern Afghanistan north to the Altai and 
west to Turkey and the Caucasus. The species extends to bforocco, the 
Ganarj’ Islands, the British Isles and southern ScandinavTa. 

MIGRATION. Recorded in winter quarteis from October to early April. 

GENERAL HABITS. A rathcT sby but sprightly bird usually met sviih in 
small flocks of 4 or 5 individuab. Often settles on tops of trees and bushes. 
Feeds on the ground, or from flowerheads. 

FOOD. Sec^; particularly fond of^vild hemp {Carmabis sp.). 

VOICE and calls. A fs-ittering note continually uttered in flight, A lively 
musical song may be heard in Fcbruary-hlarch. 

breeding. Extralimital. 

Mosel'u DiACNOrsn. See Field Characters. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing , Bill Tarsus , Tail' 

(from skull) 

fe 7^} '-'3 87-90 mm 

(Dementiev, Baker, MD) 

Weight 2 18*9, 20*4 g (Demcniicv), 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis biwn. Bill: upper mandible pale horn brown, 
lower pale plumbeous, yellowish at gon>’s. Legs and feet dark brownish flesh. 

Acanthis flavirostris (linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Paler; more sandy above, more bufly wWte below A. /. monSaneUa 

^ Darker; more rufescent above, more fulvous below A. f, rufostrigata 

1995. Stoliczla’s Twite. Acanlfds flavirostris monteneUa (Hume) 
Urjjta monlaiteUa Hume, 1873^ Lahore to Yarkand: 261, pi. 26 
(Arpalak River, Yarkand) 

AcafUhis flaeirosins beUistajucus R. & A Meinertzhagen, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl 
46 : 97 (Sanpur, near Skardu) 

Baker, FBI No. 1086, Vol. 3: 157 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc 'lecordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length r. 13 cm (5 in.). 

field CHARACTERS. As in 1996, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments. Northern Pakistan in Ghitral (Fulton, JBNHS 16: 53), GUgit 
(Ludlow, Ibis 1933: 664) and Baltistan (Mcincrtriiagen, Ibis 1927: 378 and 
379)'. Breeds mostly between 3600 and 4200 m, occasionally lower, descend- 
ing in winter to c, 1500 m in Gilgit. Affects stony and grassy slopes. 

I Birds collect^ in August «~an hardly be migianis as many birds nest until September 
»r.ft the spedcs does not seem to wander far from its breeding groundL This does not tacdude 
the possibility that birds from the Pamirs may occur in winter vvilhin our limits. follow 
Ludlow (loc- dt) and HeUmajr (1929, Field Muj, I\ei. Hist. Z^K 17: 45J in conudering 
these pc^tuladons as tnonlauUat the aj^arent variatiom probably being evidence of inter, 
gradation with rufostrigeia. 
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fulvous brown, breast and flanks streaked with dark b^o^^'n. Belly cream- 
buff. 

Female, similar to male but no pink on rump. 

STATUS, distribution and HABITAT. Cominon resident, subject to vertical 
movements. Ladakh, Spiti and cast along southern Tibet (Siliin Ali, JBNHS 
46: 300; Kinnear, /Hr 1922: 520), north-central Nepal (in June — Desfayes, 
Ibis 1965; 400) and northern Sikkim (at least in winter). Breeds between 
3600 and 4800 in, seldom dotvn to 3400 m; optimxim zone 4(X)0-4500 m. 
Docs not seem to descend much in winter, the lowest records bring about 
3000 m. Affects screes and stony hillsides \sith Tibetan furze {Caragana) 
usually in arid country', or bouldcr-strcuTi alpine meado'ws; also cultivation 
and Hippophae scrub, cspcdally in ■\sTntcr. 

ExtrolimUil. Southern Tibet cast to Rong Chakar (Ludlow). The species 
has a discontinuous range in central Asia, the Middle East, Scandinavia and 
the British Isles. 

general habits. Keeps in pairs or small flocks according to season, 
often collecting in large flocks in winter. Feeds on the ground, running 
among stones like CaJandrella larks; also in low bushes or on thistle-heads. 

FOOD. Seeds. 

VOICE and cauls. Call-note uttered in flight, a double twiU-fzviu (SA) 
or a tr^lc dje-dje-djet (MD). Song undcscribed. 

breedinc. Season^ May to end of August. Nest, a compact cup of dry 
grass thickly lined with wool or hair, placed low' down in furze bushes etc. 
usually within 60 cm from the groimd, sometimes up to 2 or 3 metres in 
dwarf willows, or on the groxmd among sedges, ffggf, 3 to 5, v'ery pale blue 
marked with pink to reddish browTX spots, chiefly in a zone at the large end. 
Average rize of 46 eggs 18 X I3*2mm (Ostaaston},of30cggs 18 x 13 mm 
(Ludlow). Considerably variable in shape, some eggs bring very dumpy, 
others very elongate: maximum 20 X 13*4 and 19 X 13*5 mm, xnixumum 
16-5 X 12 mm (Ludlow), 

Museum Diacnosix. Differs from rtonlcrjUa (1995) in being darker, more heavily 
streaked, in having a richer, redder tone on upperparts, and in being more buff to 
clay colour rather than huffy white on underpartx. BUI tlucker. 


measurements 



4Vuig 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tan 



(from skull) 



99 

77-85 \ 
75-81/ 

r. 11 

f. 19 

55-64 mm 


(V'auri^ RM, MD) 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris btown. BUI homy white to pale fleshy with pink 
ting^ Legs and feet dark brown or blackish brown. 

Genus Gallacanthis Bonaparte 

CelleeesSfds Bonaparte, 1850, Con^. Gen, Av. 1 ; SOT.Tj-pc, by roonotypy, 
Cerdselis E alrni Gould 

BUI liVr that of Ceriseiis but much stouter and both wide and deep at base. Wings 
long. Sexes not alike. 

CC Desfryes, M., 1969, VOisesa 39: 21-7 for affinitirs. 
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goldfinches and allies ' i« 

1997. Redbrowed Finch. Callacmthu burUini {Goali) 

Cardmlis Bmlad GouJd. 1838. Proc. Zool. Soc. London (1837): 90 
(Himalaya » Srinagar) 

Baker, FBI No. 1083, Vol. 3; 152 
Plate 103, fig. 3 

LOCAL NA11E5. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow -}- ; length c. 17 cm (6i in,). 

FIELD CHAKACTERS. Male. Above, /brehead, supercilium and round eye 
crimson; crown black; back brown. Wings 
black spotted with white; tail black, outer 
reettices and Up white. Btkm, dun and 
throat pinkish red; aides of throat and 
cheeks black. Rest of underparts fulvous 
faroivn washed with pinkish red. 

Female, rijoiw, forehead, supercilium 
and round eye ochre-yellow; crown dark 
X f. 1 broivn. Rest of upperparts as in male. 

Retow, ochraccous brotvn. 

The white-spotted wings and wide crimson or yellow ring round the eye 
identily both sexes respectively. 

STATUS, rasnuBunoN and habitat. ResidSnt, subject to vertical moves 
ments, locally common (very local east of Kumaon). The Himalayas from 
Safed Koh (Whitehead, IbU 1909:230) and Chitral (Fulton, JBNHS 16: 53) 
east through Hazara, Kashmir,' Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Nepal 
(Proud, JBNHS 58; 804, only record] and Sikkim (Stevens, JBNHS 30; 371, 
only record). Breeds between 2400 and 3000 m (Safed Koh, Chitral) , 2400 m 
to tree-line in Kashmir, .optimum zone 2700-3000 m. In winter (November ^ 
to April) occurs down to f. 1800 m, occasionally 800 m; Sikkim record in 
winter at c. 3000 m. Affects fairly open forest of fir, pine or deodar, occa- 
sionally birch. 

cEttERAL HABITS. Usually a remarkably, tame and confiding species. 
Keeps in pairs in the breeding season, othenrise in small flocks of 6 to 12, 
occasionally up to 30 individuals. Feeds mostly on the ground, hopping 
about in undergrowth, flying up into nearby bushes and trees when dis- 
turbed, uttering soft lews. Descends in ones and Uvos to resume feeding 
immediately the disturbance has passed. 

Display. Male vibrates bis drooping wings like a sparrow, uttering a 
little trill. Display also said to remind one of a Goldfinch’s. 

FOOD. Seeds (of deodar, mountain ash, etc.). 

VOICE and calls. Ordinary call-note, a loud and clear whistle, higHer 
in tone but not imlike ordinary call of bullfinch (BBO). ‘pweee often followed 
by notes like pweu, pweuweu or ctupeweu [eu like the French), all piaintive and 
melodious ’ (Magrath) — usually given from high up on a b.ire branch. 
Alarm-note, a double Sh-eh or twee-yeh, the second note a half-tone higher. 
Song described as ‘ not unlike the lil-lil-lll notes of the Goldfinch but rvilb 
more volume ’ (Jones, MS.). 

BREEDtNO. Season, May to July. Jfest, a rather massive cup of moss, 
lichen, grass stalks, twigs, fern stems or pine needles, thickly lined svithgoat-. 
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rattle, or evm human hair and some feathers; placed in conifers tom 3 . 
21 me_tr« above the ground. One site has b^ desoS^T^ '! 
forest mterspersed sviih small meadows. Fgjr, apparently 3 

" the 

^ l®'‘^™™-®"^‘*‘"Etybothsc.Tcs;partortIieroa(erlj 

apj^rs to be collected on trees; the birds do not fly directly to the nest but 
alight same distance below it and work their way up. Male seen teedme 
regurglta-tion. For notes on brcedfog^s« WatlTa pf 

JBNHS 46: 721; Bates RLowther, 1952; 163-5. H-I.R. 

Museum Diaonosis. See Field Characlerj. 

Young. Head uniform brown without coloured supereilium (for deua, 
plumage see Richmond, 1894, Pw. VS.Xal.Mus. 17:461). 

MEASURElIEVTS 


Wing 

c?d' 96-104 \ 

9 9 97-100 J 

COLOUR5 OF &AK£ TARTJ. 
bTovm\sSs fltsh. 


BiU Tama TaU 

(from sViill) 

c. 18 C. 19 / 63-65 mm 

If. 61 tnm 
(MD, Ilartcrt, Vaunt) 

Iris hazel. Bill dull >-c)low, dark rip. Ltgsar.dffti 


Genus Seriktjs KocI\ 

Smftus Koch, 1816, Syst. Baler. Zool: 228, pi 6X, fij. 50. Tjpe, by niQnot)Ty, 
Seri/ats Jwriuiajius Koch =■ Pringilhi serinus Linnaeiu 
^ffU^JlOnia Bonaparle, J853, Compt Rend. Acad. Set. Paris 37: 917, 918. T)pt, 
b)’ tnonatypy, Passer pusillus Pallas 
Bill small but thick, cutmen cur\cd. Wing long; tail forked. 


1998, Goldfrosted Findb. Serinus pusillus (PalUs) 

Passer pusillus Pallas, 1811, Zoogr. RossenAsiat, 2: 28, pi. 43, fig. I (Caucasus) 
Baker, FBI No. 1088, Vol. 3: 158 
PUte lOl, fig. 3 

LOCAL NAMES. Tiok (ad.), Tctt (juv.) [Kashmir]. 

stZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 12 cm (5 in.). 

FffiU> CHASACTERs, A Small dark findi tntii hladdsh head and glittering 
scarlet forehead. Above, forehead scar|cf"Orangi?; crown dark browri; nape 
grey. Back yellowish bu/T streaked with dark brown; 
lower rump yellow. Shoulder and edge of tring yellow 
with two white bars. Tail dark bromi u'iih whitish 
edges. Below, throat, sides of head and upper breast 
soot^' brotsTi, the feathers broadly fringed m’th grey. 
Belly and flanks p.i)e j’ellon* tridi dark brotvn 'stnroks. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS, oisTRJBtrnort and jiasitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. Pakistan from nortbeni Baluchistan north to Chitral, thence cast 
through Gilgit, Baltistan, Ladakh, northern Kashmir, Lahu), Splti ^d 
Garh''*aL Breeds beriveen 2400 and 3000 jn (Baluchistan) and bettvren 



X /. 1 



Distributional range 

1000 and 4000 m in tbe Himalayas, locally doivn to 2400 ra or up to 4300 m 
Ladakh, Spin, Garhwal). Xn summer frequents dwarf jumpers at and above 
imber-line, shingle screes and rocky hillsides with stunted bmhes, bi^o 
md willoivs near cultivation. Winters (November to March) between 330U 
ind 1500 m, occasionaUy doivn to c. 750 m (Simla), sddom lower (Suktar 
n Sind); In this season affects open hillsides and stony ground with bushes 

Old coarse herbage, _ - r ? 

Exlralimital. Southern Tibet (S61im AU, JBNHS 46: 300; ^vkumar, 
bid. 53: 325), north in Turkestan to the Tarbagatai and west ro 1 uricy. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in rcsticss flocks in the non-br«dmg season 
;mall flocks in autumn, large ones in winter —ever on ^e move. Fee<^ 
nostly on the ground; also from low bushes and weeds often springing up 
iO cm or so and fluttering against the flowerheads to pluck the ' 

listurbed the flock flies up to the bare tops ofnearby^es or bushes, Ml * 
5hds aUghfuig simultancousXy in a distinctive way. They ate avid 
mfmaTbe len drinking and bathing at aU times of day at any available 

%Tod. Seeds of thistles [Cardans). Artemisia, Pledraathus, Sisymbrium, and 

"^v^d'S^Ara^retble butsha^ 

tiviceandammiralrHririri(SA).Songdes^^^fhpI««'''. 

.sitter -a 

ISipm m briaSs~ and six metms above the ground; one nest 
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observed in a cleft in a cliff two metres above the ground. EuO * or 5, p.tle 
bluish green marked irith rusty red and dark broivn, oecaiion-rllyunspoltcd. 
Average size of 85 eggs 16-7 x IZ-S ram (Osmaston). 

MetfEWi Diacnojo. See Field Characters. 

Youne. Upperparts, lesser and medem coirrls liglil rufous brotro strcalrd 

'with dark broivn. TerUals and greater coverts black with broad p.ale rufous brovm 
tips and edges. Rot of wing and tail as in adult. Sides of hod. ehin and Uiroat plain 
rufous brovm. Rot ofundcrpatis light rufous brovm wnh dark streaks on breiut md 
flanks. Fostjuvenal moult of body-fcalhers, lesser, median and greater coverU, lerlia 

“"FirTt^’eaT mSe and female like adiih but whole crow and V'!^ 
brown. Chin and upper throat duU ^eUowish white or 

wiihfidvous while. Prenupual moult of bod. ehm aod Uiroat, thus acquning ib 
red forccrown and blackish pans of the adult. 

MEASUREMENTS .j. .i 

Wing Bill Tarsiu Tail 

(from stun) r in Cf 

' / 48-^7 rant 

ri’ri’ 74-80 \ J.. 15 \ 52-54 mm 

9 ? -71-75 4 (HW, Vaurie) 

Genus Leucostiote Sw.-ilnson 

, ,-r «.,-muvn Jfi 32 .it Swainson & Richardson, Fauna Rnrcali-Amerieans, 

^ f 265. Typffbymoaoqpy, limrria (lauesdrU) tephreeem 
Fri.M.k).J^r/mFrw^unoi^n, 1836 MiaLRo. 19: l58.T,Tr. 

^ ^ ^ bymaaot)T>y,F.(r!eiilaude}RemmrdalMgu,n 

Bill s^arrow-ldce but slender and tnore pointed. Kostril. covered with bn, do 
Wing long Tail forked. 

Key to tbe Spedea 

L. trerJli 

Some piok on rump • • • ^ 

No pink on rump. • 

Leocosticte NESIORICOLA (Hodgsou) 

Key to the Sobepeeie. 

AxiUarics pale ashy 

Axillaries pale yellow - 

\ 

,999. WeeternFfoincoW^^M-^/-- 

Friagdfaal„iraEver,nvann,.«8.BuR^I^^^ 

Baker, FBI No. 1110, Vol. 3: 192 

,ocAL NASin. Mb^be (» ‘ hill bird ’. TM 
SEE. Sparrow; lengfli f. 15 cm (G m.). 
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riEtD GHASiACTERS. Rcscciblcs *3 dark sliiG female Housc SpaxTow, With 
a somewhat finer bill and <fistmctly forked tail Abovf, brown streaked with 
darker brown. An indistinct pale supcrdllum. Wings dark brown with a buff 
bar and buff edges to tertials. Rump grey, upper tail-covcrts with broad 
white tips. Tail daik brown. BeloWf pale grey-brown, sides of breast and 
flanks streaked with dark brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunOK and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to erratic 
vertical movements. The western Himalayas fiom Chitral cast through 
Gilgit, Ladakh and Kashmir to Kumaon. Breeds abo>x timber-line (c. 3300 
m in Kashmir), mostly above 3600 m and up to 4200 m (Chitral) or 4K)0 m 


Levcostfcte nemor/cofo 



Distributional ranges x altaica{i^gq)t s nnrwnwlfl ( 2000 ). ^ 

Ladakh, Spiti). Affects screes and stony grassy slopes in desolate country. 
Descends in winter (October to early April) to e. 1 500 m, occasionally 1000 m 
(Kangra) but docs not entirely leave the higher levels. In this season fre- 
quents cultivation about vlUages, terraced flelds and open hillsides but 
apparently shuns the more sunny sides of luUs. 

SxtTalindtal. - Western Tibet and northern Afghanistan north to the Altm 
and the Sayans. 

cENERAi. HABITS. A highly ^cgarious spedcs congregating in huge 
flocks, of 200 or more birds, in wnter; keeping in smaller flocks even in 
summer. Feeds on the ground among stones and bouldds, often on the 
edges of meldng snow, flying up into bare tree-tops when disturbed. Be- 
haviour when feeding very reminiscent of sparrow, this likeness enhanced 
by sparrow-like dress, Im^ture birds apparently descend lower in winter 
than adults, which remain at higher altitudes. . 


DispUy. Male extends wings to their full length and waves them about 
by way of c6urtmg (H\N^. 

FOOD, Chiefly small seeds; also insects. 

VOICE and calls. A soft, lively sparrow-like twitter. A shrill song of one 
or two monotonous notes fixquently repeated fium the top of some rock or 
stone (Brooks). 

BREBDiKo. Season, July and August. Xest, a shallow cup of dry grass lined 
wth wool and hair plao^ under a rock or a large flat stone, or inside-a 
burrow 15 cm or so from the cntrancx, on steep slopes. Marmot burrow’s 
frequently used, bird and mammal living peacefully together. Nest also 
placed in holes in stone walls or heaps of stones; occasionally on a sheltered 
ledge of rock. Eggs, 3 or 4, white. Average size of 25 eggs 20*5 X 15-1 mm 
(Baker). 

Museum Diackosis. For distinction from nanoricola see 2000 under Mxiseum 
Diagnosis. 

Young, like adult but whole crown uniform warmer rufous; upperparts with 
warmer rufous margins. Underparts uniform pale rufous. Postjuvcnal moult of body- 
feathen, lesser, median and greater c ov ert s . 

MEASUXESCENTS 

Wing 93-100; 9 9 90-95 mm (Paludan): rest as in 2000. 

Weight 3 gg (June-July) 20-21 ; 3 9 9 (Junc-July) 19-21 g (Paludan). 

COLOURS or BARB ^KKTX. Izis orangc-brown (adult male), light brown (female 
and immature). Bill dark brown, lower mandible paler (yellowish) at base. Legs 
and feet dark brown; soles (with wart-like pads below Joints of toes) primrose 
yellow. 

2000. . Eastern Plaincolonred Mountain Finch. Ltu^sticle nsmoricola 
nmoricola (Hodgson) 

F.(nn;i!auia) Kmoricola Hodgson, 1836, AsiaL Res. 19: 158 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1115, Vol. 3: 191 
* i PUte 94. frg. 15 

IjOCAL name. Kib^ke (*= * hill bird *, Tibetan). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 1999, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. CommOIl 
mident, subject to vertical mosxmcnts: Nepal, 
Sikkiro, Bhutan, Arunachal Pradesh (?). Breeds 
between c. 4200 and 5300 m, winters between 1 500 
and 4500 m, mostly above 2000 m. Affects alpine 
meadows, boulder fields, screes, morses and 
dw'arf scrub well above tree-line; also cultivation 
and villages. In winter also frequents open forest 
slopes and fallow fields. 

ExtralxmitaL S. Tibet, N. Yunnan north and east to Kansu, Szediuan 
and Shensi. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 1999. Usually very wild and restless in winter, 
the birds'flying around incessantly in scatter^ imdulating rabbles over a 
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wide area, alighting on the ground In a dense from time to time and 
taking off again almost immediately to resume the wheeling, -svithout 
apparent cause. 

DispU^. Male displap in a peculiar manner with tail erect, not fanned, 
wings hanging and dragged on the ground, head held high with the bill 
pressed on the chin, and thus running here and there b^ind the female 
(Schafer). 

FOOD. Chiefly seeds. 

VOICE and calls. A sharp twitter sounding like rick pi citt or dui dip dip dip 
(Schafer). 

BREEDING. As in 1999. 

Museum Diagnosis. Xike eJtidea but upperparts a little deeper rufous anH under- 
parts a little darker. Tips to median and greater coN’ cr ts white. Anllanes pale >-eUow 
(r. ashy while). 

MEASUREMENTS 

IVing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

gg 94-105 \ 

5 9 90-108 J 

( 

Wdght 10 (Jef (July-Aug.) 19-8-25-5; 9 99 U«ly-Avig.) 20-25-6; 5 jm- 
(Aug.) 16-6-24-4 g(GD). 

COLOURS OE BARE PARTS. As xn 1 999. 

Leucosticte BRANDTi Bonapaitc 


Eiey to the Subspeedes 


A Some pink on wing-coverts 

1 Paler 


Page 

15! 

2 Darker, more heavily streaked 


152 

B No pink on wing-coverts 



3 Paler 



4 Darker 


153 


TaU 


r 65-72 nun 
\ 64-69 xnm 
Sires., NBK) 


2001. Braadtig Mountain F inch . Lisasastuie brtmdti brandti Bon 2 .pziXc 

Inaa&U trerJii Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Avhim 1: 537 (Siberia, OTor* = 
Turkcatan, ratricted to ZaHiki Ala Tan by Vaurie, 1959, Bds. PaL Fauna 2: 62 1 
Baker, FBI No. 1117 (part), Vol. 3: 193 
LOCAL NAMES. None recor d ed. 

SIZE. Sparrovr -f ; length c. 18 cm (7 in,). 
nELD CHARACTERS. As in 2003, q.v. 

STATE'S, DiiTRiBimo.v and HABITAT. Straggler to Gilgit (/6ts 1881: 88). 
ExtreUrstoL Breeds in Turkest.an from western Tien Shan to w'cstem 
Sinldang, 

general habtts, food and voice. As in 2003. 

Mo seum Dxacnoss. Sec Key to the Subspecies. - 
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Leucosticte hrondtl 



MZASUREMEKTS 

'VVing gg 112-119;'^9 9 103-116 mm '(Dementiev). 
COLOURS OP BARE PARTY. As in 2003. 


2002. Faznirs Mottntadn Finch. LeucosdcU brandti peanTensis Severtzov 

Lruosdeie par Jrt Jins Severtzov, 1883, Ibis; 58 
(Pamir, restricted to Tten Shan by Hartert, 1910) 

Baker, FBI No. 1117 (part), VoL 3: 193 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow -f- ; length e. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 2003, q.v. 

FTATUS, DISTRIBimON and HABITAT. IVinteT visitor to Gilgi t and sur- 
rounding region. 

ExtraUsnial.’ Northern Afghanistan to south-central Kir^xizistan. 
GENERAL HAsrrs, FOOD and VOICE. As in 2003. 

Museum Diagnosis. Pala than hsrsaSofygia anM like it has pink margins to 
mm p, but also has narrow pink edges to lesser coverts. Darker than Lreadd and 
more heavily streaked on mantle. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Vmg o’ 9 111-121 mm (Dementiev). 

COLOURS or BARE PASTS. As m 2003. 
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2003, 2004, Himalayan Mountain Finclu LaaoslicU brimitt hamstapygia 
(Gould) 

Mcnllfiingillafmtmatupfih Gould, 1853, Proc. Zool. Soc. London (1851) : 1 15 (Thioet 
ratnctod to Tso Morari Lake, Ladakh, by Kinnear, 1922, Iba: 519) 
LeucoitUte trandli midTr/arm Strcsemann, 1939, Om. Monatsb.47: 177 
(Sikkim: Yabut at Zemu Glacier)' 

Baker, FBI No. 1118 (part), Vol. 3: 194 
Plate 94, fig. 17 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow -f ; length c. 18 cm (7 in.}. 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A dark-coloured finch ■^vith rosy rump and forked 
tail. Above^ forehead, * iacc * and croivn dark broivn. Rest of upperparts 
paler brown scalloped svith sandy, .with a large whitish patch on wing and 
pale shoulders; rump rosy pink. Outer edge of tail white. BeloWy drab grey. 
Sexes alike. < 

STATUS, DiSTRiBimoK and HABITAT. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. From Ghitral (Fulton, JBNHS 16: 55) east along, the Kara- 
koram and northern Himalayas through Baltistan, Ladakh, Lahul, Spiti 
Nepal (Biswas, JBNHS 60: 194; Diesselhorst, 1968) and Sikkim (S^lim Ali, 
1962). Breeds above r. 4200 m, locally down to c, 3900 m (Ghitral, Spiti), 
and up to 5400 m, generally in a higher zone than L. nemoricola. In winter 
some birds descend to the valleys at c. 3000 m in the west, 3600 m in Sikkim. 
Most birds apparently remain at very high altitudes even in winter. Affects 
desolate stoay hiBsldeSy scree i^s, moraines and a/pine meadows. 

Extralimital. Adjacent parts of southern Tibet (Sillem, Ludlow, SMim 
AU, Lavkumar). 

GENERAL HABITS. Keeps in pairs or flocks up to 50 birds in summer, in 
latter flocks in ^.vinter. Flics in compact flocks capable of remarkable aerial 
evolutions, now circling above cliffs in undecided flight, now plunging 
towards the ground at tremendous speed only to rise again and ^vheeI about 
while noisily uttering their loud calls (Schafer). Fond of feeding along the 
edge of melting snotv, on shingle banks of streams or on lake shores, running 
along the waterline like stints, picking seeds etc. ^yashed up by ripples. - 

Display. Male wheels and stoops at female and alights on roc^ by her 
side where he stands with outstretched quivering wings like young bird 
begging for food. Also displays with his tail held high and wings raised at a 
steep angle, uttering a melodic pink, pink (Schafer). 

FOOD. Seeds {Arlemisia etc.) and vegetable matter (young shoots of 
Sedum) have been recorded. Also some insects. 

VOICE and calls. Alarm-note, a harsh, distinctive churr rather rctninis- 
cent of the note of a grosbeak or stonechat (HW). Loud call-notes given in 
flight twiU, twitt, etc. (Schafer), Song undescribed. 

BREEDING. Season, June to August. Pfest, a rough cup qf grass lined with 
hair or feathers, placed in a hole under a boulder or in heap of stones. Eggs, 
3 or 4, white. Average size of 6 eggs 22*1 X 16*1 mm (Baker). 

Mu^um Diagnosis. No rosy edges on upper wing-coverts but broad ones on 
rump. , 

* Cf. Peters’s OeeMist 14: 259. 
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brora. Rertoruppnpimlilt 

adult but fnngc of fcathcra more tawny. No pink on tump. 

aduU but with a sUsht tawny wash. , 

«EASUREKENTS 

Wing Bill Tanus 

(from skull) 

13-14 \ 


TaU 


(?(? 
9 9 


112-122 

I06-II7 


14-15/ 


20-22 


{i 


73-82 mja 
L 69-75 mm 

IVcight 5 cfcJi (July-Aug.) 26-4-28-9; 5 9 9 Gull-Aug.) 
cot.ouM OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill, legs and fret black (sumrati)- bill 
brown m winter. 




L(oicojlulr) bstmainpjigiapMdm mrnchi, 1909, Ann. Mus. Pfiersb. 13; 38, 45, 55 
(Karasai, Nan Shan) 

Not in Baker, FBI 
1A)GAI. NAMES. Nonc Tccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrosi- + ; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 2003, q.v. 

"■"‘’■A’’. Straggler to Sikkim, one record in 
March (Memertzhagen, JBNHS 51 : 273). Habitat as in 2003. 

northern Karakoram region (Ludlow-, Ibis 
1933: 669; Sillem, 1935, p. 463) east along the Kun Lun to the Nan Shan. 
general habits, food and voice. As in 2003. 

Museum Diagnosis. -Like humlotygia (2003) with pink lacking on (ving bul 
present on rump but paler. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. As in 2003. 


Genus Rhodopechys Gabanis 

R^dopeckys Gabanis, 1851, Mus. Hein. I: 157. Type, by original designation, 
FringiUa jangtatva Gould 

BucaneUs Gabanis, 1851, Mus. Hem. 1 ; 164. Type, by monotypy, FringiUa githegwa 
Lichtenstein 

Rhodospiza Sharpe, 1888, Cat. Bds. BriL Mus. 12 i 282. Type, by monotjpy, FringiUa 
ehsoUta Lichtenstein 

Bill stout, strong and rather short. Nostrils covered with short bristles. Wing long. 


Key to the Species 


rage 

A Crown black R.sangainxa 159 

B Gro%vn not black 

1 Crown ashy R. giiha^tza 155 

2 Crown brownish 

a Outer edges of primaries whitish .fl. oMela 158 

b Outer edges of primaries pink R. mongAtca 156 
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2006. Trumpeter Bullfinch. R/iodopechys git/iaginea crassirostris (Blyth) 

Carpcdacus crassirosfris Blyth, 1847, Jour.' Asiat. Soc, Bengal 16: 476 (Afghanblan) 
Baker, pf No. 1072, Vol. 3: 141 
Plate 101, fig. 13 


LOCAL NAitES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow; length f. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A palc pinkish 610 %^ finch 
with a heavy orange bill. 

Male. Above, cro^vn ashy; back greyish brown 
washed with pink. Wings and lower rump pink; tail 
dark broivn svith pale margins. Below, pale greyish 
pink. 

Female similar to male but without pink tinge in 
winter and only a faint pink flush below in summer, 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Uncommon and local resident, sub- 
ject to seasonal -movements. Pakistan in Baluchistan, Sind and N^,F,P. 
north to Ghitral. Breeding distribution little known; summer records from 



N r.l 



DUmbuU-onal rango . cromredm (5006), a .cntralimilal 5ubip«i«. 

tly obliterative in its accustomed habitat. 
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ExtralimUal. Extends north to Uzbekistan and west to Israel and centra! 
Arabia. Other subspecies in North AIHca to Sudan, southern Sahara and 
Morocco; Canary Islands. 

CENEKAL HAniTs. Kccps iti pairs or small Oocks according to 3c.Tson. 
Feeds on the ground, perches on rocks or stonos. Avoids perching on bushes. 
Flight rapid, slightly undulating. 

FOOD. Mainly seeds. 

VOICE and calls. An incessant twittering when in Hocks in winter. Call- 
note rendered as stand at rose (Gumming). Song described as a jerky, pro- 
longed tremulous twitter interspersed with bcll-likc chirping or croaking 
notes (Dementiev). ,, , i i- 

EREEDINC. Little knoivn. Srajaa, April to June. jVeit, a framew-ork ol 
sticks and twigs lined with svool and hair placed in holes in rocks or walls of 
ruined buildings. Eggs, 4, very pale to deep blue with a few dark spots or a 
sveU-deBned ring of reddish freckles at the large end. Average size of 14 eggs 
18-4 K 14-7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diaososis. See Field Characten. Bill short and ver>- tumid with lower 
mandible as much curved as upper. Wings long, reaching be) ond middle of tall. 

Young. Whole upperparts light brown, a little paler on rump and some 
darker indistinct streaks on mantle. Wings and tail su in adult female but f 
lips of leaser, median and greater coverts yellowish tawny. ^Ue of toast . Wy, 
vmt and under tail-coverts white. Real as in adult female but suffused wiA light 
tawny on sides of body. Postjuvenal moult of body-feathen and apparently all wmg- 
coverts except primary (HW). 


UEA5UREV£.vrs 

Wing 

BHI 

(from skull) 

Tarsus Tail 

d’d’ 

88-93 ■) 

12-13 

,, ]9 51-55 mm 

99 

83-89/ 


(CBT, Baler) 


Weight 1 tp juv. 8 (Paludsn). 

COLOURS OF HARE FARTS. Iris brown. Bill of male: scarlet or orange (br^ir-g). 
.1.11.... r.^.tr dull Vrllow. LcFs and feel hrow-ouli Bon- 




2007. Mongolian Desert Knch. Rhadaptciys vMgoiica (Swinhoe) 

Cerpadams rmgoiims Sw-inhoe, 1870, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 447 (Kanlow Tm) 
Baker, FBI No. 1073, VoL 3: H2 
Plate lOI, fig. H 


CAL NAVES. None recorded. 

IE. Sparrow; length f. 15 cm (6 in.) . ^ , i. 

SLD ciLmcters. Aim, sandy brow-n mth a fami Xc- 

m, wing and lower rump. Tail dark b^-n with 
V, grcy-isli brown more or less tmged w-ith pmk ‘’".““’/^rdf/Terine 
flaSn ; centre of belly whitish. Sexes practically ahke, female d 

in having less pink in plumage. . bfowni'h 

,th sexes rather similar to female f gttkagsam. Bill of male 
)W, not becoming orange or scarlet in summer. 
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STATUS, DisTRiBtmoN and HABITAT. Fairly commoti winter visitor 
(October to May) to Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltlstan, Chitral and Quetta, between 
c. 1500 and 3000 m. Presumably breeds at higlicr elevations but no actual 
records. Summer data: Chitral 3000 m in July; Gilgit 2700 and 3000 m in 
fthodopcchys monfofico - 



(iriPilH Bistributional range 

June; Astor 3300 m in June; Ladakh 3000 m in August; Leh, a juvenile 
obtained in September; birds observed in Ladakh from 3000 tb 3900 m in 
May but still in flocks. AlTccts dry stony or. rocky slopes and steep ravines. 

ExtralimUal. Extends west to Transcaucasia, north to the Altai and east 
to Chihli in western China. 

CKtERAL HABITS. In Winter usually seen in flocks of 20 to 30 birds. Very 
nviu-like in habits, crowding together on buslics or on the ground and 
keeping up a constant ^vi(^cring the while (Ludlow). Feeds on the ground. 
Flodcs flight regularly morning and evening to drink at desert springs. 

FOOD. Seeds of grass etc. 

VOICE and calls. A constant twitering while in flocks rendered as tjuk-^ 
tjrd: etc. A pleasant song (Dementiev). Call-notcsgivcn as d/u~vudaUem^ting 
>vith djndjuvii (Paludan). * 

BREEDING. Not Tccordcd within our limits. Season, apparently June to 
August, d/est, placed in little hollows on steep ground or under stones. 

Museum Diagnosis. Distinguished from pthagmea in bring bro\^•ncr above wth 
less or no pink Unge; feathers of crovn and back with dark centres, base of crown- 
feathers browTi not ashy. BUI less heavy and swollen. For other differences sec Vauric, 
1949, /mo-. Mus, Aorit., No. 1424 : 34. 

Young, like adult but upperparts paler sandy brown. ^Ving-co\*cfts with pale 
sandy margins. Underparts vdthout pink, sides of body and breast suffused with 
tawny* 
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MEASUBEUEKTS 


Wing 

BOl 

Tarsua 

Tail 


(from skull) 



84-96 \ 

c. 12 

f, 17 

r 51-58 mm 

84-91 / 

\ 51-52 mm 


(Pementiev, MD, Vaurie) 
Wright 16 (f o' I&-24; 10 0 P 19-23 g (Paludan). 

COLOURS OF BABE PARTS. Iris bfowTi. BtU dull ycllw, brownisfa abo^’c. Legs and 
fecL yellowish flesh, pale brown; orange in a male and a female in September 
(Abbott). 

2008. lichteostein’s Desert Fittds* Rkodopecfyt obsoleta (Lichtenstein) 
FringiUa obsoleta lichtenstrin, 1823, in Eversmann, Rrist vtm Oren. n. Buchara; 132 
(Buchara) 

Baker, FBI No. 1074. Vol. 3: 143 
Plate 101, fig. 11 

LOCAL NAME. Kabul guldbi (Lahore, Rawalpindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD characters. A palc sandy brown finch wth pink wings. Abore, 
pale brown; lores or * mask * black. "Wings dark bJ■o^vn wth a large pink 
patch, white outer edge and tips, and buff edges to tcrtials. Tail dark brown 
with whitish outer edge and tips. Below, throat and breast fulvous brown. 
BcUy white. Sexes nearly aUke but female irithout black mask. Male has a 
black bill in the breeding season. 

STATUS, DisTRZBUnoxandHABrrAT. Resident, subject foJocalmovcments; 
locally common. Pakistan from northern Baluchistan to Chitral, in the plains 


Rhodopechys obusleto 



Distributional range 
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and foothiiu up to c. 1400 m. Known to breed only in the Quetta district, 
elsewhere recorded in svinter only. Occurs on breeding ground from March 
to September though small numbers may also be seen in winter. Affects 
orchards, fallow fields, wccd-ovcrgro\NTi patches, etc. 

Kxtralirnital. Ranges west to Israel, north to the Ala Tau and cast to 
central Mongolia, Inner Mongolia and northern Tsinghai. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs or small flocks up to 20 or so according 
to season. Feeds mostly on the groimd; perches freely on bushes, trees and 
telegraph and railing >rircs. 

FOOD. Chiefly seeds and flower buds. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note pmai^/nruit ; also described as a cheery 
pink?, pink?. Song, a little melody comprising repetitions of the call-note, 
nasal and grating trills and rolls, reminiscent of the Goldfinch, the Linnet 
and especially the Greenfinch (Erard & Etchecopar, 1970). Song period 
begins in early March. 

BREEDiNC. Season, April (sometimes as early as the first >%Tck of Marcli) 
to July; double-brooded. Xest, a compact cup ofrivigs, sticks and grass well 
lined w*ith wool, hair or feathers, placed in trees, vines, rose bushes, fruit 
trees, between one and five metres above the ground. Eggs, 5 or 6, sometimes 
4 or 7, very pale blue-green to nearly white, marked at the large end wth 
•bro^^mish black dots and scrolls, sometimes very sparsely. Average size of 
100^18*9 X l4-2mm(Bakcr);of50cggsI9-2 X 14-4 mm (raiiams). 
Building of nest by female, accompanied by singing male. A case of brood 
parasitism by Cuculus canonis recorded. 

hlusEUM Diagnosis. Sec field Characters. 

\ oiiog. IVholc upperparts, sides of head, lesser and median wing-covcrlspalc 
sandy brown. Greater coverts brown with pale sandy outer edges and tips. Tcrtials 
hmwn >4^^ with pale sandy on both webs; rest of wing and taff as adult. Belov;, 
dirt)' white tinged with sandy brown. Postjuvcnal moult of body-feathers, icrtiab and 
all costrU except primar>' series (HW). 

MSASXJReMENTS 


^Ving 


o’ o' 
9 9 


80- 92 I 

81- 8?/ 


BUI 

(from skull) 
13-14 


Tarsus 


Tail 


16-18 


f 56-65 mm 
\ 54-61 mm 

Wdgh, 1 o’ Ouly) 25; 1 9 Quly. lajing) 26 g (Paludan). 

MWfEs or raw: raR-n. Iru bremw. Edl bladih brov,-n (male breedmg) or 
yeUowuh brown to brown (non-brrerflng and female). Legs and feel brownuh Hesb- 


2009. Crimsoowinged Desert Hnclu Rhodepedpr smgu^a stagtma 
(Gould) 

. /wrBe renramra Gould. 1838 (1837), Proc, Zool. Soc. London: 127 (Enerum) 
(Cf. Desfayes, M., 1969, VOiseca 39; 21-7 for affiaifia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1075, VoL 3; 144 
PUte 101, fig. 12 
local names. Nooe re c or d ed. 

C2E. Bulbul; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

mLD aiA^CTEjts. A brown finch with pink wings and large j-cllowish failL 
^^Ic. AbffTt, crown hladdsh. Area around eye crimson; a broad buff 
superohum. A tawny collar on upper back and rides of neck. Back rufous- 
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brown streaked with darker browm; lower rump pink. Wings largely pink 
with dark brown tip and a narrow white band at tip of secondaries. Tail 
dark brown with white outer edge. Below, ear-coverU and throat lawny 
brown with a few dark brown spots on the latter. Breast and flanks tawny 
brown streaked with dark bro'vn and a pale band across breast. Centre of 
belly pinkish white. 

Female, similar to male but practically no black on crown and w'ithoul 
pink on rump. Pink colour much reduced on wings, and other colours paler, 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Status unknown. Two records: 
Chitral, c. 3000 m apparently in July (Fulton, JBNHS 16: 53) and Ladakh, 


Khodopechyx sonfutneo 



Distributional ranges 


X scngtnnea {2009), * cUena (RE). 


c- 3600 m on 27 April (McincrtEhagcn, Ibis 1927 : 381 ). Affects semi-desert, 
rodc>' and scrubby hillsides. 

ExtralinduU. Semi-desert mountain ranges from Turkestan to Turkey and 
Lebanon. An isolated peculation {atwui) in the Atlas Mts. Recently recorded 
in southern Spitiii. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps 10 Small flocks oCS-B birds outside the hTteding 
season. The birds from Ladakh (above) were in company writh a flock of 
R. rangclica feeding in stubbles near a v^Iage. 

FOOD. Mostly seeds. 

VOICE and CALLS. Call-note uttered in flight chxlip. A ^uict grating song 
Ickdli , , , tchriUefdp, reminiscent of the notes of a sparrow, pven from 
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bushes or tussocks (Lehmann & Merttns, Oobgist^ Res 43* 1-16) 

EMEDINO. &aJon.^y to July. Airf, placed in hoUotvs 'under a stone or 

planton steep slopa.Fprdetadj see 7J<Oofo^idj’/l«:orrf43:l-16, 1969, and 

jJer ralKe lo; 4o— 54, 196o. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wn>g BO! Tanu 5 Tail 

(from skull) 

t?,? 105-m-l fS2-63nnn 

9 9 , 97-103/ -17 -19, 1 53^3 n™ 

^ (MD, Vaurie, Paludan) 

Weight 2 d’e? (June) 34, 44; 2 9 9 (June) 32, 33 g (Paludan), 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Tris dark brown. Bill dull yellow, dusky at tip. Lees 
and feet dark brown; soles yellowish. 

Genus Carpodacus Kaup 

Carpodacus Kaup, 1829, Skizz. Entwkk. Gcsch. Eur. Thienv.: 161. Type, 
by subsequent designation, FringiUa rosta Pallas 
Procwdiulis Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asi'at. Soc. Bengal 12: 985. Type, 
by monotypy, Cardwlis NipeUnjis Hodgson 
Prppasser Hodgson, 1844, in Gray’s 2ool. Misc.: 84. Type, 
by monotypy, Fringilla todoptpla Vigors 

Pynhospiza * Hodgson * := Blyth, 1844, br 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 953. 
Type, by monotypy, p. ptmicea * Hodgson * = Blyth 

Bill shorter than head, conical, thick at base. Culmen curved or nearly straight. 
Wing rather long, first three primaries (as.) longest. Tati slightly forked. Male with 
some red in plumage, female brown and streaked. 

Key to Spetdes 

Page 

Males 

1 Some pink or red in plumage 
A Some white or pink on tertlals 

" I Belly white C. tn/asdatus 183 

2 Belly pink or red 

a Back dark crimson C. vinaenit 172 

b Back brown with pink streaks C. rkodopeplta 175' 

B No white on tertials 

3 Size large, wing over 100 mm 

c Plumage scarlet, belly grey-brown C. punicttis 187 

d Plumage rosy red, lower belly pink or whitish 

i Back pale brown, indistinctly streaked; white on outer rcctrices 

. covering most of outer web C. rubicilta 183 

it Back grey-brown heavily streaked with dark brown; white on 

outer web of outer rcctrices very narrow. . C. ruiicil/ofdsi 185 

4 Size smaller, wing under 100 mm 

c End of supercilium white . . . .C. Ihura 176 

f No white at end of supercilium 

iii A distinct, wide, dark crimson band across breast.. C.ni/S'a/fnJw 167 

iv No band across breast 

a' Under tail-coverts creamy white C. eiythrinur 162 

11 
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b' Under taa-cov^ brown with broad whitiA edge 

o' Under tail-eot-erts pink * * IB 

- o Underparu with dark dmlt-jlreab C.eirordnV 

00 Undtipartt plain pink 

t ^-«“S»™80tnro arWrdltapr .,j 

b Smaller, wmg under 80 mm 
o' CrownduUcriinsonwithdarkshafl-strcaks...*.....,., 

V ^ .\*W C> rhodoJire'JS 171 

o Lrown with broad, dark brown streaks.... ITS 

U.T • 1 ... Females 

11 No pink or red m plumage 

C Size large, vnng over 95 mm 

5 , I^wer nnnp ydlowhh olive 

. D No yellow on rump . 1 

a Upperparts pale sandy brown with darker streaks.... C.reMrili. iB3 

• b Upperparts grey-brown with dark brown streaks.. C.raHtilhWrs 165 

D Size smaller, wing under 95 mm 

7 Breast ochraceous yellow (njesrieto 183 

8 Lower rump ochraceous yellow Oma )76 

9 No yellow in plumage 

c Underparts not streaked 

i Belly grey; edges of under tail-eoverts whitish C.niiiicm 169 

ii Belly tawny brown; edges ofundcruil-coverts buff. 

• * * C. nipeUnsU 16? 

d Underparts streaked 

iii Underparts tawny-oHve, finely streaked 

a' Wing under 75 mm C. cmarnu I7J 

b' Wing over 75 mm C. tdicardsH 181 

iv Underparts buff to whitish, heavily streaked ' 

c' Belly whitish, unstreaked C. aythrims IC2 

d' Belly more or less streaked 
o' Supercilium streaked, indistinct; underparts whilbh buff 

a' Bill from skull over 16 mm C. rkodocMam^s 173 

h* Bill from skull under I6mm C, pulchmimus 1*9 

o' Supercilium unstreaked, prominent; underparts fulvous 
buff 

•\ c' Wing over 78 mm C. rhodoptplus 175 

d' Wing under 76 mm C.rhdxhrous 171 

Carpodacus erythrinus (Pallas) 

Key CO Che 5ubspecfe« 

(Summer plumage) ' 

A Palest; general tone rosy 

1 Less rosy; pigment less extensive below C. r, ftprthrinus IC6 

2 More rosy; pigment reaching farther down below. « . .C. e. kubanemis 166 

B Darker jgcncraltone scarlet. .C. e./trgkanmsts 163 

C Darkest; general tone deep carmine or purplish; female more heavily - 

streaked. .C. e. tpseetus 164 
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2010. Turkestan Rosefineb. Carpodacus erythrinus ftrghantnsis (Kozlova) 

E.{rythrina) e.iyiyihnrui) ferghanaisis Kozlova, 1939, Bull. Soc. Nat Moscou 48; 63 
(Shah-dara, Tadzhik S.S.R.) 

Baker, FBI No. 1068, Vol. 3; 136 

LOCAL NAMES. GulSb Udr (Kashmir, all roscfinches); Teh', Ldl tuii (Hindi). 

^ SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male, adult. Above, crown crimson with a paler, 
more rosy eyc-stripc. A darker stripe behind eye; sides of neck and nape 
crimson-brown. Back and wings crimson and.bro>vn. Rump dark crimson. 
Below, cheeks pink; chin, throat and breast crimson becoming paler on 
flanks and belly, whitish buff on vent. 

Female. A sparrow-like bird, oUve-brown above with two pate wmg- 
bars. Below, throat whitish with broAvii streaks; breast heavily streaked widi 
brown; belly whitish, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Gommon summer (breeding) visitor. 
The hills of Pakistan from northern Baluchistan (Christison, JBNHS 43; 481) ' 



llllllM Breeding ' ES’ Winter ^ 

x/flyAawnrir(soio}, 9 n»fiafttx (aoii), ^ hibatetuis {aotu}, 

j^erythrhm {uois)f 5 (RE). 


CWtral and cast along the Himalayas through Gilgit, Kashmir, 

shul and SpiU. Breeds between r. 2700 and 

, C 2300 m,-m the Safed Koh to 2000 m, in Ladakh and Spiu up to 3900 m 
■tiided in Ladakh (Khardong) at c. 42 TO m m July. A^ts 
sd tamarisks along river beds, patches of bushes on the edge of cultivation, 
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orchards, scattered scrub on stony plains, and slop« with junipen, briar 
and rose bushes or other thorny scrub. Winters from r. 1500 m doivn to the 
foothills and in the plains of Pakistan south to Sind (rare) and northwestern 
India south to Londa [Koclz, JBNHS 43 : 33 (recorded as Kubanensis but said 
to be similar to spccipiens from the western Himalayas)]. Recorded on 
passage as high as 5000 metres. Habitat in winter as in 20! I . 

Extrolimital. Ranges north to the Tarbagatai and west to northern Iran. , 
MIGRATION. Recorded on summer grounds from May to September. 
GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. Asin20ll. 

VOICE and calls. A short cheery song of five to eight notes like twee-twee- 
tweeou or ti-dew'di-dew ; each individual has its otvn combination of notes 
which is invariable, often shared by other birds of its immediate vicinity, 
but differing considerably in other localities. These various sonp do not 
differ however in character and arc always recognizable as belonging to ihh 
species (Osmaston). GaU-noic. a canary-like, interrogative twee^e? or bo-te?. 

BREEDJNO. Season, June to September, /iest, a cup of grass lined with 
rootlets, juniper bark fibre and a feW hairs, placed in low bushes of Icntcera, 
briar, rose or willow within a couple of metres from the ground. usually 

4 , sometimes 3 , rarcly' 5 , deep blue sparsely blotched with dark brown and 
black chiefly at the large end, occasionally spotless or with minute specks. 
Average size of200 eggs 20*8 X 14-9 mm (Osmaston). Feeding of young 
by both parents, by regurgitation. 

Museum Diacnosw. Male differs from that of fiyihmus ( 2013 ) in being brighter, 

more scarlet; female darker and more hcarily streaked. 

Young, like female but edges of feathers on upperparts more ochraceous, gmng 
a more streaked appearance. ^Ving-bars yellovrish white. Streaks on underparti 
heavier. Postjuvena) moult includes body-fcaihcrs and all coveru except primary. 
Many males breed in brown plumage. Whether all males moult into brown plumiye 

at thb moult or whether some moult to red dress is uncertain (HVV). 

Complete postnuptial moult performed mostly after arrival in the plsmt m 
Scptcmber-Octobcr. No prenuptial moult. 

MEASURZ«Zt“»" 

Wing cT’ri' 78-87 mm; 9 9 78-84 mm (Dementiev). 

Weight 13 (?(? (Juni-Ju')’) 20-22: 0 9 9 Uunri 21-26 g (P.ludin). 

COLOURS Of BARE PARTS. As in 2011. 


2011. Indian Rose finch. Carpodmis tQihrinas rostttlui {DlyOi) 

P^Tthvla mrote ‘ Ticlell ' = Blyth, 1842, Jour. Alllt. Soc. Bcng.l 11: 

(* .old ... In Calcuiu ’) 

■ Biker, FBI No. 1069, Vol. 3: 137 
Pine 102, fig. J 

^i. NSK«. TO. ZA- ,m, Sirito lih- (HMO.l CiXdM 
/a- (Nrpil); /.'h (Sylhci); r.iro^, 

Libi (hWiyriiin): Ptelp.^ (Upchs): ^ 

ioio (Cichiri); /.//rm (Nigs). 

ts. Sparrow; length c, 15 cm (G in.). 

ztD ciiAKACTEJU. A. in 2010, q.v. 
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STATUS, DisnuBUTTON and HABrTAT. Common summer (breeding) visitor 
to the Himalayas from Garh\\-al east through Nepal, Sittim, Bhutan (?) 
and Arunachal Pradesh (?), Breeds at c, 3900-4000 m in Garhtval, 2700— 
4200 m in western Nepal (Lowndes), 3700-4000 m in eastern Nepal (Dir^- 
horst). Affects ivUlows along streams (Garhwal), rock and scrub, sometimes 
open conifefbus forest (western Nepal), bush-covered slopes with isolated 
birches and firs (eastern Nepal). AVinters fi-om c. 1500 m down to the foot- 
hills into Assam, Bangladesh and most of the Indian Peninsula.* In winter 
affects openly wooded country, cultivation, scrub and bushes; in southern 
India up to the highest summits. 

Extralimilal. Southeastern Tibet and western China, wintering south to 
the Indochinese countries. 

jtiORATiON'. Arrives in winter quarters in mid September (northern India), 
October (Maharashtra), November or even December (Kerala). On passage 
in September, April and May at medium devations in Nepal, Sikldm, 
Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh. Arrives very late on high breeding grounds, 
c.g. in eastern Nepal where not observed brfore August (GD). 

OEA'ERAi. iiABrrs. Keeps in pairs or in flocks according to season. In the 
Peninsula often large flocks in company ivith Blackheaded Buntings. A rather 
confiding species in the breeding season. 

FOOD. Mostly seeds (of sveeds, millet, wheat, linseed, vetch, Foljsorum, 
bamboo, etc.), flower buds, fruits and berries (mulberry, raspberries, wild 
cherries, banyan and pipal figs, Lantana, Afotia, Trema)- Also nectar of 
EiytMna, Salmalia, BuUa, Wooifordia and other blossoms, the forehead- and 
throat-feathers of the birds often becoming thickly coated with pollen in the 
quest. Insects recorded once. 

VOICE and caies. As in 2010. 

BREEUivc. Season, June to August, mostly July. Akrt and eggs, as in 2010. 
Average size of 100 eggs 20-8 X 14-5 mm (Baker). 

Museuu Dtaonosis. The darkest race. Male deep canninc or purplish in breeding 
dress attained as the result of wearing off of the paler feather-edges of the postnuptial 
moult. Female heavily sueaked and very* dark. 

UEASUREMErrrs (of winter specimens’ from the Peninsula, thus including rrylhsinus 


and possibly the two other subspecies) 



Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 


f 54-61 mm 
\ 51-60 mm 

qtat 83-90 \ 

9 9 80-85/' 

.13-15 

18-20 


(HIV, SA) 


Weight 2 efit? (Sept.) 24, 24; I 0 (Sept.) 24 g (SDR); 8 (junc-^ept.) 
21-28;2 9 9 (Sept.) 23-9,25-3 g (GD); 7 (J'd’ (winter) 22-30 (av. 24-3); 5 9 9 
(winter) 21-26 (av. 23-6) g — SA. 

'coLOUKs OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark farosvn. Bill: upper tnandifalc horny, lower 
silvery grey. Legs and feel dark horny brown; soles dirty whitc- 


r Previous to 1939, most winter records from the Peninsula were givra as meatus but 
many presumably pertained to esylhims and/or yhglanenm or kubaneusss since winter spea- 
roens are not identifiable as to the subspedes. Cf- Whistler, JHs 1939: 158-9, Vaunc, Asrur. 
Mus. KeeiL, No. 1424: 43 and Heraing & Traylor, FiAAsena 35: 485. 
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2012. Caucasus RoBefintii. Cm^doeus rty^fittu fatSenetirii Laubiiuum 
Carpodaeus Ttjtlaieas hthenensis Laubmann, 1915, 'Verh. Otn. Ges. Bayern 12: 93 
(Kuban dbt., Caucasus) 

Baker. FBI No. 1068 (part), Vol. 3: 136 


LocMaMAMzs. None recorded. 


stzx. Sparrow; length c. 15 cxn'(6 in.). 

yTFT T* CHARACTERS. As in 2010, q.V. ^ . J e. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunos and HABITAT. A ^v^ntc^ing form identified from 
Nepal (Wpley, JBNHS 49; 412), probably- occurring in mixed wintermg 
flocks of Tosefoches in India. 

Extralssmieil. Western Iran to the Caucasus and Turkey. 


azttzujo. HAEtrs, food and voice. As in 201 1 . 

Museum Diagnosis. Sinular to esytkwtas (2013) but somewhat more rosy through- 
out in males, the pigment usually reaclung farther down below and on flanb. A 
poorly differemuated race (Vauric). Cf. also Ticehurst, JBNHS 32; 345; kVhutler, 
JBNHS 36: 837. 

measurements and colours or bare parts. . As in 2010. 


2013. Coraroon Rosefinch or Scarlet Grosbeak. Carpodaass erythnnas 
esylknnas (Pallas) 

Lari: nylWna Pallas, 1770,Nov. Ckimm. Acad. Sci. St. Petemb. 14; 587, pi. 23, fig. I 
(Volga, sooth Russia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1067, Vol. 3; 135 
EOCAi. riASTES. Tuti, Ldl tuti (BjssAi). 

SEE. Sparrow; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

TSEXJ) CHARACTERS. As in 2010, q.V. T J. tl - 

STATUS, DtsTRtBunoN and habitat. Winter ■visitor to the Indi^ Pemn- 
sula and the western Himalayan footlulls east to Nepal. Cfi Whistler, ^ 
1939: 158-9 and JBNHS 41 -. 101 ; Ripley, 1950, JBNHS 49: 412; Rand &. 
Fleming, 1957, FieUiana 41: 203; Biswas, 1963, JBNHS 60; 194; also foot- 
note to C. f. rosealus above (p. 165). Affects cultivation, scrub jungle and 
open forest, in the Himalayas gener^y up to c. 1 500 m, occasionally 2400 m 

(Nepal). , „ . . . • 

ExtraUmilal. From the Baltic Sea to central Siberia, another subspecies 
ranging thence cast to the Sea of Okhotsk. 

MIGRATION. ‘ Vast numbers pour through northwestern India to svinter 
in the Peniiisula ’ (HW). Also recorded on passage in northern Baluchist^. 
Autumn passage befits in August, lasts through September— October; spring 
passage in April-May. Abird ringed on 18 jii.1969 n^Bharatpur, 27°14'N., 
77°28’E. (Rajasthan) was recovered on 16.vi.l969 in the Ulyanovsk region 
' orU.S.S.R. at 53°50TSI., 46°2rE. 

GENERAL HABITS, rOOD and VOICE. As in 201 1. 

Museum Diagnosis. The palest race, general colour rosy. 
measurements ^ 

Wing Bill Tarsus 

(from skull) 

' O 9 78-90 J ' 

(BB, Rand & Flcmtng, AID) 


/ 56-61 nun 
\ 54-59 mm 
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COLOURS or RARE PARTS. Itis btovm to dark btowu. Bill*, upper mandible bomy 
or brownisb homy, darker on culmcn; Icnvcr mandible pale homy, darker at dp, 
gre^Tsh on base. Legs and feet homy brown; claws bomy. 

Carpooacus KiPALEKSis (Hodgson) 

- Key to the Subspedes 

Males 

Faler,lessricbindnt... C.n.kon^iu ■ 

Darker C. n. rdpeUnsis 


2014. Garhwal Dark Rosefinch. Carpodacxis nlpdensu kangrat 

Pncardvelis nipeUnjis kmgrae \Mnstler, 1939, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 60: 16 
(Dharmsala, Kangra Dist., NW. Himalayas) 

Baker, FBI No. 1076 (part), Vol. 3: 146 

LOCAi. r^AMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 iru). 

FiEtD cHAitACTEBS. As in 2013, q.V. 

STATUS, niSTRiBtmoTt and habitat. Altitudinal migrant, imcommotu 
The western Himalayas in Kashmir (Sind Valley, Kisht\s’ar), Dharmsala, 
Kangra, Garhv,*al and Kumaon. Affects open forests of oak and rhododend- 
ron, buics and stony pastures near timbcr-Knc generally between 3000 and 


Cerpodaats ntpofemb 



m t (5014). m a (2015). *3 tstouar 
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3600 m, in Garhtv*al above 3600 m. Obtained in winter at c. 1800 m (Naini 
Tal), iSOO and 1200 m (lower Dharmsala) after heavy snow-falls. 

CENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 201 

BREEDINO, Little known. The only nest found was said to have been 
talcen in ringal bamboo jungle at e, 4200 m in the second week ofAugint. 
The three eggs tverc white, blotched and spotted with rich red-browj with 
secondary markings of pinkish lavender. They measured: 22*9 X 15*1, 
22’2 X 15*3 and 22*3 X 15*3 mm (cf. Baker, jXtdifcation 3: 60). 

Museum Diagnosis. Like nipalaisis but upperparts browner, less rich in tint. 
However see Vauric, 4iner. Mus , A'onf., No. 1424: 45. 

measurements and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 2015. 

2015. Nepal Dark Rosefindn Carpodacus nxpdaisis nipaUnsis (Hodgson) 
C.(crdutlis) Hodgson, 1836, Asian Res. 19: 157 

(Nepal, central and northern regions) 

Baker, FBI No. 1076 (part), Vol, 3; 146 
Plate 102, fig. 2 

LOCAL NAME. Ka-bija (Lepcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FTEU) CHAJtACTERs. hlalc. j46ore, forchcad, forccrowTi and super^ium 
vinaccous crimson. A wide band through eye 
and rest of upperparts dark brown washed 
with crimson. Below, throat vinaccous pink; 
a wide maroon band across breast. Flanks 
dark crimson-bfown, belly vinaccous pink; 
under jail-covcrts edged with pale pink. 

Distinguished from C. aythrijms and C. 
Tvbescens by absence of red on rump ; from all 
other rcsc^chcs by the darker* maroon band 
across breast. 

Female. Above, dark olivc-brmsTi with darker streaks on back and two 
tatsTiy olive wing-b^s. Below , plain olive-brown^ 

Female distinguished from all rosefinches except C. rubewtrj by unstnaked 
olive-browTi underparts. The verN* similar nihescoTLs 9 is greyer on bcUyi has 
W'hitish under tail-coycrts and some crimson or olive on lower rump. 

STATE'S, nisTRiBtrnoN and habitat. Fairly common altitudinal migrant. 
The Himalayas from western Nepal cast ihrou^ Sikkim, Bhutan and 
Arunachal Pradesh (Ludlow, IbU 1944: 354). Occurs in summer between 
3000 and 3600 m in western and central Nepal, 3900-4000 m in eastern 
Nepal, 3400-4200 m in Sikkim, 3000-4200 m in Bhutan and 3600-4400 m 
in Arunachal- ^Vinters mostly betsveen c. 2700 and 1800 m, occasionally 
dosvn to 1400 m (Nepal, Sikkim). In summer affects rhododendron and 
silver fir forest, grassy slopes with stunted bushes and weeds, rodcs and 
boulders well above the forest zone. In wnnicr affects forest clearings, bushes 
and culdvatjoa. 

ExircIirnicL Southeastern Tibet. The spcdcs extends to Szeehuam 
CEKEStAL KAEfTs. Kccps in pairs Of small flocks. Feeds in bushes or on 
the ground. Often perches on tops of trees or boulders. 




696 


handbook VOLUME 10: 169-172 

goldfinches and allies • 


163 

° rhododendron, (drroat 

acS“?Pr^- very char- 

(Fleming). ’ repeated chaar and a* sparrow-like twitter 

unSTo^^^' “PP““‘'y “bout July-August. Nat a^d -rgg, 

tio^Z; *' Sub,pc;ic For dlstlne- 

tion from C rubfsem female, see 2016 under Museum Diagnosis. 

Y oung hardly distinguishable from female in autumn; dark parts of feithers on 

'“b'rrn.inal bars to crown- and 

MEASUREMENT3 

Tail 

r 53-66 ram 
1. 56-58 mm 

TA 7 • T,* o rt /T NBK, Rand & Fleming, BB) 

(F*720 g-!.SA^“”'^'^“‘’'^ ® {Feb.-Mar.) 22-23; 1 9 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS, Iris brotvn. Bii! homy brown, paler On lower mandible. 
t-*eg8, feet and claws homy brown. 



Wing 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tanus 

81-95 


9 9 

74-90/ 

13rl6 

20-23 
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2016. Blanford’s Rosefinch. Car/toJatus ruiesems (Bhnford) 
ProcardMlis rubmm, Blanford, 1872 (1871), Proe. Zool. Soc. London: 694, pi. 74 
' (Sikkim)' 

Procardiulis rubescens saturatior Rothschild, 1922, Bull. Brit. Om. Q. 43; 12 
(Schweli-Salwecn Divide, Yunnan) ' 

Baker, FBI No. 1078, Vol, <1: 148 
Plate 102, fig. 1 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Abovt^ crimson-brown, brighter crimson on 
head and rump. A double crimson wing-bar. Below, rosy red, grey on vent; 
imder tail-coverts edged tvith white. 

Very similar to C. e^lkrtnus but lacks contrasting superdliura and dark 
eye-stripe; throat dull reddish brown; lower belly grey. For distinction from 
C. nipaUnsis see 2015. 

Female. Above, olive-brown, with a varying amount of crimson or 
olive on rump. Two faint wing-bars. Below, throat and breast oUve-brown; 
belly grey; under tail-coverts edged with white. ’ 

Differs from all female rosefinches (except C. nipaUnsis 2015 <l,v.) by 
unstreaked underparts. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Scarce resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The Himalayas from central Nepal (Polunin, JBNHS 52: 893) 
cast through Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh (plentiful both north 
and south of the main range — Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 354). Recorded in 


3100 3^ m - A ^ 3100-3300 m in Bhutan. 

3100-3600 mm A^ach^ and southeastern Tibet. Affects conifer or mixed 

SRk-m foret. Observed in svintcr between 1300 and 1800 m in 

S^m, m outskirts ofeomrer plantation and at r. 2500 mjn southeastern 

(Cheng,^‘l958) "“"*bera Yunnan and southwestern Kansu 

, “ Pa>« In the breeding season, in flocks up to 

30 individuals m winter. Feeds chiefly on the ground. 

FOOD. Unrecorded. 

voim and A peculiar persistent clacking note which attracts 

attention (Ludlow). 

BREEDiNO. Unknown. Stason, apparently very early [young just out of 
nest and adults m breeding condition obtained in mid April (Ludlow)]. 
Museum Diaonosis. See Field Charactcis. 

Young, like female but without red on rump; throat and breast darker. 

Female distinguished Com C. mpdtmis by unstreaked olivc-broivn back, grejer 
belly, and in having the rump washed with crimson or olive. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

(f d’ 80-85 \ 


9 9 76-81 / 


13-15 


17-18 


r 49-55 mm 
\ 49-52 mm 


(SA, NBK, Stevens, MO) 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. IrU dark brown. Bill pale homy brown. Lower mandible 
paler and yellowish. Legs and feet light brown. 
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2017. Finlcbrowed Ro8efincli4 Carpodacus rhodockrotu lyi'gon) 

Frinplla rodoehroa [itV] Vigors, 1831, Free. Zool. Soc. London: 23 
(Himalayan Moimtains = Simla-Almora area) 

Baker, FBI No. 1062, Vol. 3: 129 
Plate 102, fig. 4 

LOCAL NAMES. Guldb tuH, Gulob (hii^a (Nepal). 

SIZE, sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. A Smaller edition of the Redmanticd Rosefinch 
(2018) sex for sex. 

Male. Above, cro^vn and band behind eye crimson-brown. Forehead 
and supercilium rose-pink. Back streaked with dark brown. Rump rosc-pink. 
A pale wing-bar. Below, entirely rose-pink. 

Very similar to C. pidchenimus which has the crown streaked with dark 
brown. 

Female. Above, olive-brown streaked >yith dark brown. A conspicuous 
pale supercilium. Below, ochraceous buff streaked with dark bro^w. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments; common in the west, scarcer in Nepal and Sikkim. The Himalayas 
from western Kashmir east through Kulu, Lahul, Spiti, Garhwal, Nepal, 



Distributional range 

linu and SikHm- Brecds between 2800 and 3600 m in the wot, 3000 

Img.im ^ byjjjy and 

Ipindi, in ‘ appreciable numbers • - Waite, JBNHS 59. 963). m tnts 


season (November to April) affects scrub jungle, open hilbides, grassy slopes 
and ga^ens. In Garhwal freely enters upland vllLagcs, almost replacing tlie 
House Sparrow. 

Extralimital. Adjacent parts ofTibet (Sdlim Ali, JBNHS 46 : 300). 
GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs or small flocks according to season. 
Feeds chiefly on the ground with accentor-like movements. 

FOOD. Seeds and berries. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, * a canary-like sweet * (Jones), A sweet lilting 
song, very characteristic (Proud). 

BREEDINO. Season, July to September. Kest, a solid cup of twigs, grass, 
moss and papery birch bark, lindd with finer grass and hair, placed In low 
bushes of juniper, willow, Lonxeera, etc. or in small firs, generally between 60 
and 120 cm above the ground. Eggs, 4 or 5 (Whymper), 5 or 6 (Osmaston), 
deep greenish blue scantily spoiled at the broad end with black spots, 
occasionally unmarked. Average size of 100 eggs 18*8 x 14*2 mm (Baker), 
Museum Diaonosis. ■ Sec Field Charactett. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

cTd’ 71-75 "1 .g 55-62 mm 

9 9 67-71 / 

(Baker, MD, Vauric) 
Weights ifd' (Apr -May) 17-20;9 9 9 16-t8g — SA. 1 ff 19-3; 1 9 lB-5g 
(GD). 

COLOURS OR BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown or reddish brown. Bill dark brown. 
Legs and feet light brown (in one 9 fleshy). 

201 7a. Vinaccous Rosefinch. Carpodaeus vinaceus tinaeeus Verreaux 

Cerpodma rinamu Verreaux, 1871, Nouv. Arch. Muj. Hist. Nat. 0 (1870), bull,: 39 
(mountains of Chinese Tibet) 

Baker, FBI No. 1066, Vol. 3: 133 
Plate 102, fig. 7 

LOCAL NAsrES. None recorded." 

SIZE. Sparrow; length e. 13 cm (5 in.). 

field C 31 ARACTEE 5 . Male. Atoct, deep crimson, bnghtcr on 
more rosy on rump. A conspicuous pink supercilium Wmp darkb^ 
with two white spots on tcrtials. Tad dark brown. B>hw. deep cnmion, 
brighter on belly. 

White spots on wing identify tlie male. . . ^ 

Female. Ahvt, oUve-brown with indistinct 
buff spots on tertials. Btbw, ochraceous olive-brown with mdutinct tlar 

in coloraUon to C. tdaardsii female but smaller, leu distmctly 

,treaked.Buffspots on svirig also identify femal^ 

STATUS, DBTRtBLTios and HABITAT. Accidental. *’ ri;, too?- 331); 
nS, e. 2500 m, on 9 February 1W5 

one red male eolW f^e collected in 

khola, eastern Dhaulagin, Nepal, e. 3000 m, > g 
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Kail Gandafc Valley, 3200 m, on 3 July 1973 (Jochen Martens, pers. comm,). 
Affects dense bushes and clearings in bamboo forest. 

Extralimztal. Mountains. of western China and northwestern Burma. 
Another subspecies in Taiwan. 

CEN'ERAL HABn3. Kccps in pairs or small flocks, frequenting bushes. 
FOOD. Unrecorded. 

VOICE and caxxs. A bunting-likc (Schafer). 

BREEDINC. See abovc. 

MosEim PucNOsts. Sec Field Characters. 

MEASUREUE^fTS 

Wing Tarsus Tail 

cf 9 69-71 c. 20 f. 58 mm 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull e. 14 mm 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis bjTmTi. Bill brov^Ti, palcT at base and on lower 
mandible. Legs and feet browTi. 

2018. Kedmantied Rosefinch. Carpodaais Thodochlanrfs grandis BI>nh 

Carpodacus grandis Blyth, 1849, Jour. Asiat, Soc. Bengal 18: 810 
(Range ^'Ond Simla) 

Carpddacus rhodoikhmys bimdi Koelz, 1949, Auk 66: 209 
(Burchao Pass, Bcnd-UTisriasian Rang^ H-cstem A^haaisfan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1061, Vol. 3: 128 
PUte 102, fig. 13 ■ 

LocAi. NASiEs. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul d: ; length c. 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc, Abocf, CTown and band behind eye reddish 
brown. A broad pale pink supcrcilium. Back pale bro\vn with a plhklsh tinge 
and dark brown streaks. Rump pink. Wings and tail rosy brown. Below, 
throat and sides of head pale pink like supcrcilium. Rest of tmderparts rosy 
red. 

Uifiers from C. rhodochrous only by larger size. Male also breeds in brown 
female-like plumage. 

Female. Above, ashy browm with darker streaks and a pale supercilium. 
Below, whitish, boldly streaked with dark brown. 

The large bill is a good field mark in both sexes. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, locally common. Pakistan from northern Baluchistan (Ziarat) north 
to Chitral, thence cast through GUgit, Astor, Baltistan, Ladakli (not recorded 
in Kashmir proper), Lahul, Spiti, Garhwal and Kumaon (specimen in Brit. 
Mrs.}. Breeds between 2700 and 3300 m (Baluchistan, N.W.F.P.), up to 
3700 m (Gilgit, Baltistan) and between 3400 and 3800 m in Ladakh and 
Lahul. Affects juniper, briar rose bushes and other shrubs in dry biotope. 
In winter (end of October to April) moves down to the foothills (Quetta 
Valley, Kohat, Salt Range, Campbcllpur and Rawalpindi); in Dharmsala, 
Kangra and Simla recorded in winter between 2200 and 2600 ra. In this 
reason affects bushes, wild olive-trees, patches of thorny scrub, gardens and 
cultivated spots. 
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Distributional ranges i grandis a cxtralimilal subspedes. 

Extrclisnital. Northern Afghanistan. The species ranges north to tlic Altai 
and Mongolia. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs in the breeding season, singly or in small 
paitics insvintcr. Feeds mostly on the ground, also on low bushes- In common 
with other roscfinchcs has a habit of raising feathers of crown, then looking 
as if crested. 

FOOD. . Seeds, hips of roses, etc. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note a curious, plmntivc rather ^vhcc^y kwee or 
sgwee. Song undcscribed. 

BREEDING. Littlc known. Season, May to July. Ji'esl, cup-shaped, made of 
grass and bark, lined with fine fibres and a few hairs, placed in low bushes. 
Eggs, normally 4, pale blue with a few evenly dbtributed brown spots 
(Meinertzhagen, Jhis 1920; 139; Osmaston, JBNHS 34; 129). 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters and Key to the Species. 

Young (i mm ature) of both scxes identical wth adult female. 

measurements 



Wing 

Bil' 

Tarsus 

TaU 



(from slmU) 



5'(3' 

9 9 

90-96 \ 
88-92/ 

18-20 

20-22 

f 69-74 mm 
\ 65-70 mm 


(HW, Vaurie) 


\Vcight4 (May-July)‘ 31-36; 3 9 9 (May-July) 31-35 g— (Paludan). 
COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifu brown. BIU brown abo\'c, pale horo below. Legs 
and feet browTiish Sob. 
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2019. Spottedwinged RosefincHj Carpodactis rkodopeplas rhodopeplus 
(Vigors) 

Fringilla rodopepXa [hr] Vigors, 1831, Proc. ZooL Soc. London: 23 
(Himalayan hlountains, restricted to Slmla-Almora area) 

Baker, FBI No. 1063, Vol. 3: 130 
Plate 102, fig. 8 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, cro\NTi and band behind eye dark 
crimson-bro>vn. A shiny, pale pink superciUum. Back crimson-brown with 
dark broism streaks and pale pink stripes on sides and lotver back. Rump 
pinic. T^vo pinkish buff wing-bars; terti^ marked with pinkish white. Below, 
sides of head and throat pale pink. Rest of underparts rosy red. 

The pink stripes on back and conspicuous rosy white \ving-bars idciitify 
the male. 

Female. Above, ochraccous-brown streaked >vith dark brown. A con- 
spicuous ^vh^tish supcrcilium. Two pale bufiy wing-bars; tertiaU mark^ 
with whitish. Below, ochraccous-buff streaked with dark bro^NiL 

Pale markings on tcrtials identify the female (in worn plumage these 
markings almost disappear). In the distance could be mistaken for a bunting. 

STATUS, DisTRiBtrrtoN and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical mo>*c- 
ments. On the whole a scarce bird and distribution little knoNvn. The 
Himalayas from the hills north of Ghakrata and Mussoorec (specimens in 
Brit. Mus.) cast through Kumaon (\Vhympcr in Baker’s }iidi^ation 3 : 50)^* 


Cwpodacut rhodcptplus 
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Nepal (Polunin, JBNHS 52: 893; Proud, JBNHS 31: 667, * very common 
at 3000-3300 m in May*; Rand & Fleming, FteUtana 41 : 206; Dicsselhorst, 
1968: 387), Sikkim (hlandelU’s specimen). Not recorded from Bhutan, . 
Arunachal Pradesh or souiheaslcm TibcU Breeding zone not known. Non- 
breeding birds recorded in May at 3000 to 3300 m in central and eastern 
Nepal. In winter recorded bcisvccn 2100 and 3000 m; in this season affects 
grassy' hillsides with bushes. 

Extralirmtal. Another subspecies in Szechuan and northern Yunnan. 
general habits. Feeds mostly on the ground. Often perches on top of 
bushes. 

FOOD. Seeds. 

VOICE and calls. A ssvect, far-carrying canary-Iilic chirp (Proud). 
BREEDING. Not authendcaJly recorded. See Baker, /fidijication 3; 50 for 
possible record. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 
measurements 

\\ing Tarsus Tail 

, jji 9 82-90 e. 23 67-74 mm 

(Baker) 

Bill from skull 14-15 mm 
Wcighl I cf (May) 23 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris hfown. Bill hom-brovm. Legs and feet pale horn. 


Carpodacus thura Bonaparte 
Key to the Subspecies 


A palest throughout in both sexes C. t. bljAi 

B Darkest; throat and breast of female brownish. C. t. thara 


C Paler than B; female without brownish on throat and breast.*. 

(7. f.JhrdrdKas 


Page 
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177 

m 


2020. Kashmir WhitebrowedRosefindL Carpodaois tkscra bljtfd 
(Biddulph) 

Propesser Biddulph, 1882, Ibis: 283, pi. 9 
(Gilgit, * close to the Indus *) 

Baker, FBI No. 1056. VoL 3: 124 
PUte 102, fig. 8 

LOCA4. NAMES. Nonc iccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow -r ; length c. 17 cm (6J in.). 

FIELD characters. As in 2021, q.v. 

status, distribution and habitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
mo\'cmcnt5. The western Himalayas from N.WJ^.P. (Safed Koh and 
Chitial) cast throu^ Gilgit, Kagan Valley, northern Kashmir, Chamba, 
Lahul {Atnrr^ Mas. XoviL, No. 1424: 49) and Garhwal- Breeds mostly 
betsveen 3000 and 3600 m, in Garh's’al to 3900 m (in the Li dda r Valley, 
Kashmir, obtained at 4200 m in August). Affects dwarf juniper and other 
scrub near and aberve timber-line. Very few vrintcr data: Simla 2400 m and 
Kashmir 2100 and 1800 m, in forest on the more open hillsides. 


‘Distributional ranges x (coip), 2 mrrtaaslRE). 

* Record laoi bcj^jd dcrabt; >*bcrca.b<^ts of ipcornens cxiaovni. 
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GENERAL HABITS and FOOD. As in 2021. 

VOICE and galls. A rather loud harsh whistle repeated from 6 to 8 times, 
somewhat reminiscent of the call of the Whitefaced Nuthatch (BBO). 
Rendered as pwit pwit . . . and likened somewhat to screech of Roseringed 
Parakeet * especially when a party flies overhead and calls together * (White- 
head). A soft conversational wid wid while feeding in company (Jones). 

BREEDING. ■Sfiuon, Junc (Whitehead, Ihis 1909: 228), mostly end ofjuly 
and August. J^est^ a large cup of fine grass and moss, lined with hair or fur, 
placed in low bushes or creeping juniper. EggSj 3 or 4, greenish blue sparingly 
spotted at the large end with black. Average size of 16 eggs 22*1 X 16‘1 mm 
(Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. Similar to ihttra (2021) but both sexes 
distinctly paler throughout. Female less bro^vnish on throat and bicast. 

MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As ifl 202 1 . 


2021. Sitkim Whitcbrowed Roscfinch. Carpodacus thura thura 
Bonaparte & Schlegel 

Carpodacus thura Bonaparte & Schlegcl, 1850, Monogr. Loxiens: 21, pt.23 
(Himalayas = Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI No. 1055, Vol. 3: 123 
Plate 102, fig. 10 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccofdcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow 4* i length r, 17 cm (6i in.). 


178 


CARDUELINAE 


. FIELD CHARACTERS. Male, dfttire, cTOUTi and back brown stfcakcd wSih 
blackish. Forehead pinkish white. Supcrcilium pink ending in wliitc. Lores 
crimson. Stripe behind eye dark b^o^^'n. Rump rosy pink, ^\^ng brown with 
a pink bar and a finer white bar. Tail brown. Bdow^ rost’ pink, the throat 
paler and streaked with silky white. 

The glistening pink and white forehead, white end to broad pink super- 
l^iliuni, and double wing-bar identify the male. 

Female. Above, browm streaked with darker brown. Broad supcrcilium 
^ whitish. A. fine whitish wing-bar. Rump golden yellow'. Below, bufiish 
streaked ivith dark brown, darker (pale rufous) on throat. 

Males often breed in the broivn femalc-like plumage. . 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION aud HABITAT. Gommon resident, subject lowrtlcal 
movements. The' Himalayas from ivestem Nepal cast to Bhutan. Breeds 
mostly between 3800 and 4200 m. A characteristic bird of the tree-line in 
light fir, juniper and rhododendron forest or in dwarf rhododendron above 
timbcr-Unc. Winters from at least 3900 m down to r. 2400 m, seldom lower 
(1900 m, Sikkim). In this season affects open hillsides with barberry or other 
scrub. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually met with in small loose flocks comprising up 
to 20 or so individuals. Feeds on the ground, w'alking and hopping, near or 
under bushes, sometimes in company w'ith ^[J•cerobas camipes or other species. 

FOOD. Berries {Rubus etc.), grass- and weed-seeds, vegetable matter, grit. 

VOICE and jialls. A continual loud and rapid piping uttered while feed- 
ing on the ground in small parties, rendered as pupupipipipi (Desfayes). Song, 
a linnet-like twitter (Schafer), seldom heard. 

BREEDING. As in 2020. Season, July-August. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Key to the Subspecies. 

MEASUREMENTS 


C'6' 
9 9 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

TaU 


(from skull) 


/ f. V5 mn» 
\ c. 6j mm 

81-87 \ 
80-83/ 

f. 14 

f.25 


Weight 14 (fc? (Junc-Sept.) 24-35-6; 8^9 (Junc-Sept) 30-36 g (GD, SDR). 

TrU hrmvn- mil. leps and fcct dark brown 


nniiitlRS OP BARE PARTS. 


2022. Yunnan Whitebrowcd Rosefinch. Carpodacus thura femininus 
Rippon 

Carpodacus /iminmus Rippon; 1906, Bull. Bril. Orn. Cl. 19: 31 
(Yangtze River, Yunnan) i 

Carpodacus thura charracrisis Kinncar, 1940, Bull. Bril. Om. Cl. 60: 56 
(Kyiropu Lt La between Cha)!!! and Charmc, 13,000 feel) 

Psopassc, thura rAaja/rnitr Kinnear, 1944, ia LudlDW..F. £: Kinnear,N. B., Ibn BG. 351 
(Kyimpu) 


« , flit XT., ins;? v«i S* 175 ta 


« J.x:.., w 


LOCAL NAMES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow -f' ; Icn^h r. 17 cm (6| in.). 
field CHARACTERS. As in 2021, q.v. 
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STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident. 4uly«t to vertical 
movements. Southeastern Tibet and northern Anmachal Pradc.h. Alt tu 

dinal distribution and habitat as in 2021. Saechuan 

Exiralitttilal. Extends east to northern Yunnan and western Szechuan 

The species ranges north to Kansu and Nin^ia. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 2021. 

BREEDING. Probably as in 2021. \ 

MUSEU..D.ONOS.. 

bTmme reaJd! parLlarly on throat and breast which.moreover lacks 

the brown of female thura. 

MEASUREMENTS _ 

Wing Tail 

83-88 75-78 mm 

Q o 82-85 ' 73-76 mm 

^ (NBK) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 2021 . 

Carpodacus pulcherrimus (Moore) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Darker; male more vinaceous. .. . '. 

Paler; male less vinaceous 

2023. Himalayan Beautiful RoBetoch. Carpodacus pdUHcrnmus 

pulchemmus (Moore) 

. Proc Zool. Soc. London: 216 (Nepal) 

Plate 102, fig. 5 

local NAsms. None recorded 

SIZE. Sparrow; knB* back ashy brown with 

told CHARACTERS. Male- Abroadsupercdiumand 

dark brown streafa. Stnpe “ wing-bars. Below, entirely vinaceous 

rump rosy Pitk. Two mdtst.net pinkish wmg 

e 3600 and 4500 m, optunu above timber-line in fairly ry 

■ol“hes on steep m terraced cultivation and 

. MBNHS16:52),inBNHSeoUecU<m,proved 

' sspedmeos coUeeted m H. kVhisder). 

to be^. rhodochIarrrts—{S- H- F 


18D 


CARDUELINAE 



Extralimilal. in small parlies, feeding on Ac 

OEN^L . ^ to its habit of remaining quite st.ll if d.>- 

Xd mot? under ledge, of rock or bcnca.h cave, of 

Jst-houses. Raises a distinct crest when excited. 

' FOOD. Seeds and vegetable matter. eheel-ehet (A. E. Oimaston). 

‘rEEi-.°'SjulM0-Scp.mb.^^A^^^^ 

bres lined with hatr or wool, placed atm . „rcen scantily but boWlf 

duscum Diagnosis. 
measurements 


Wing 


Tenus 


Tail 


9 9 


74-81 

74-78 


} 


Bill 

(from skull) 

,.,3' e.20 

(Rand t g\cD]. 

\ 1? 5 9 9 AWAr 

IVcigh. 13 <?tr n-7^ ' • .5 brown. Im-er msr.3.>-' 

coLomts or bare parts. Im hm 

Jer. Legs and fee. pale fleshy brown. 
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2024. Tibet Beavtifid Roscfilnck. Cerpodacus pulckernmus xcaltom 

(Sharpe) 

PTvpciser tstellmi Shaipe, 1905, BulL Brit. Om. C3. 15: 95 
(Gyaotse, S. Tibet) 

Batcr, FBI No. 1060 (part), Vol. 3: 127 

LOCAL KAKE. (Tibetan). 

SIZE, sparrow; length €. 15 cm (6 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 2023, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common resident, sulyect to vertical 
movements. Amnachal Pradesh between 3600 and 4500 m, descending to 
c. 2800 m in winter. Affects rhododendron and other scrub on steep hillsides 
near or above timber-line in summer, semi-dry hillsides covered with Quercus 
ilex in winter. 

Extralimital. Southeastern Tibet. The spedcs ranges north to central 
Mongolia. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD ahd VOICE. As in 2023. 

sJiSSDmo. As in 202^, Average size of }9 eggs }9 x 24 mm (Ludlow). 

Museum Diacnosb. Both sexes paler than in pulcherrimis. In males the rosyvof 
imderparts is purer and brighter, less vinaceous. Also somewhat larger in size. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing o'qI 76-82 mm (NBK, Stres.) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 2023. 

2025. Silddm Large Rosefinch. Catpodaais edwardsii rubiamda 

(Greenway) 

Propaxser saturatus Blaaford, 1872, Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 41 : 168, pi. 8 (Sikkim) 

nee Unota satterata Blyth, 1842, a synonym of Carpodacus nipclensis Hodgson 
Eiythrina edwttrdsii ruiieunde Green way, 1 933, Bull. Mus. Comp. ZoOl. Harvard 74:163 
(Su-Wa-Tong, 'Hbet, Salwecn-Irrawaddy Divide) 

Carduelis edwerdsii tmgtuensis Wolters, 195^, Bonn. Zool. Bcitr. 3; 279, new namefor 
Carpodacus edwardsii sabnatus Blanford, preoccupied 
Baker, FBI No. 1064, Vol. 3: I3I 
Plate 102, fig. 6 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow -f- ; length c. 17 cm (61 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Ahove^ crowTi and band through eye dull 
crimson-bro^m. Forehead and supercilium pink. Back and rump brown 
v.'ashed with crimson, the former broadly streaked wth dark brown. A 
double pinkish wing-bar. Below, throat pale rosy, breast and sides dark rosy, 
all vrith fine blackish streaks; centre ofbelly pinL 

The absence of pink on rump identifies the male. 

Female.' Above, fulvous-bro\vn streaked >rith dark bro%vn. A- con- 
spicuous buff supercilium and a double wng-bar. Below, tawny olive, 
darker on breast, brighter on lower vent, finely strewed with bro>vn. 

More finely streaked below than most female roscfinchcs. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rather unedmmou resident, subject 
to vertical movements. The Himalayas from western Nepal (in winter — 


182 CARDUELINAE ' 

Rand &, Fleming, FieldianeAl : 206) cast through Sikkim, Daijecling, Bhutan 
and Amnachal Pradesh (Ludlow, Ibis 1944 : 352). Breeding zone apparently 
betsveen c. 3400 and 3900 m, in rhododendron and silver fir forest. Winters 
Carpodcau edwrordtif 



fcliiiillEI Distributional ranges. i rubteunda (3023] , 3 edwardsii (RE) . 
betsveen c. 3700 and 2000 m, rarely 1000 m (western Nepal). In this season 
frequents rather open forest of rhododendron or birch, and open mountain- 
sides wth ringal bamboo, rose bushes, barbciT>’ and other scrub. 

'Extralimital. Extends east to northern Yunnan and southwestern 
Szechuan, the nominate subspecies ranging north to Kansu. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs or small parties of three or four indivi- 
duals, rarely more. Feeds on the ground or in low bushes. Seldom flies high 
into trees. Keeps quite still in cover when disturbed. 

FOOD. Mainly seeds* (of grass, crab-apples, rice, etc.). 

VOICE and calls. - Undescribed. 

BREEDING. Not wcU authenticated. Altitudes of 14 and 15,000 ft (4200- 
4500 m) given in Aidijication 3: 51 seem somewhat too high for the species. 
See also remark by Ludlow in Ibis 1937: 473. - 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters’. 

MEASUREMENTS 


99 


Wing 

79-85 \ 
77-SlJ 


Bill 

(from skull) 
14-16 


Tarsus 


Tail 


22-25 


/ 61-67 mm 
\ 59-66 mm 


(SA, BB, HW, NBK) 


Weight I 9 (Nov.) 26-5 g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irls brown or dark orange-brown. Bill homy 
brown. Legs, feet and clavk's homy brown. 
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2026. Threebanded Rosefinidt. Carpodacus trifasciaius Verreaux 
Carpodacus trifasciaius Verreaux, 1871, Nouv. Arch. Mus. Paris 6, Bull.: 39 
(Mountains of Chinese Tibet, natricted to Paohing, eastern Sikang, by Vaurie, 
1959,Bds. Pal. Fn.: 637) 

Not in Bakeij FBI 
Plate 102, fig. 9 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

' SIZE. Bulbul; length c. 17.- cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Ahve, crown crimson. Forehead and sides 
of head streaked wth silvery white; car-coverts dark brown. Back crimson 
streaked with grey. Wings brown with two pink bars and a large white patch 
on scapulars and tcrtials. blackish, Bebw, throat and sides of neck 
streaked \rith white. Breast and flanks vinous red, belly wlutc. 

Female. Above, dark grey, back streaked wth dark brown and oUve- 
ycUow; rump olive-yellow. Wings dark brown with two yellow bars and a 
Urge ^vhitc patch on tcrtials. Below, throat huffish grey; breast ochre-ycUow; 
lower flanks grey with dark streaks; centre ofbelly huffish. 

Wing-pattem identifies both sexes. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor to southeastern Tibet 
[and Arunachal Pradesh (?)] along the Tsangpo, between 2000 and 3000 
metres, locally very common. Affects orchard and hedges in cultivated 
fields. 

Extralimital. Breeds in ^^rcstcm China from northern Yunnan to south- 
Avestem Kansu, in light conifer forest. 

GENERAL HABITS. Little described. Feeds on trees and bushes. Rather 
confiding. 

FOOD. Crab-apples and cotoncastcr berries. 

VOICE and calls. Unrecorded. A very silent bird in winter, 

BREEDING. UnknowTu 

Musel’M Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. First-winter male like adult male but 
red parts replaced by orangc->*cllow. 



\Ying 

Biu 

Tarsus 

Tan 

■* o’ o’ 

82-88 

(from skull) 
15-16 

21-22 

72-74 mm 

• 9 

82 

15 

21 

71 mm 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 

Iris brown. Bill, legs and feet brown. 

(MD) 


2027. Great RoseEnch. Carpedaois mbicilla serertzon Sharpe 
Cerpodaras itzrrtzaH Sharpe. 1886, Proc. Zc»L Soc. London: 354 
CTurkesnm and Yarkand = Toghrasu near ShaduUa, Karakoram) 
Bjihmi ruiuilta thlia Koela. 1939, Proc. B!ol. Soc. Washington 52: 74 
(Puga, Rupshu, Kashmir) 

Ccrpadaaaa rahidtta a-ittemm Kes-e,J943, Ana. Akad.kYisj. Wins 80; 17 
(Spili to the Pamirs) 

Baker, FBI No. 1071, Vol. 3: 139 
Plate 102, fig. 1$ 

U>calname. (Tibetan).' 


SIZE. Bulbul ; length f. 19 cm (7^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Abovf, for^cad an.* crown bright red 
spotted Avith Avhite. Back pale brown lightly W’ashcd Avith pink, indistinctly 
streaked; rump pink. Wings and tail dark brown, outer rectriccs narrowly 
edged Arith Avhitc. throat rosy red spotted Arith Avhitc, fading to pink 

on belly and flanks, the Avhite spotting becoming less distinct. 

Female. Above, pale broAvn streaked with daVker browm. Below, 
whitish Avith broAvn-streaks. 

Male often breeds in broAm plumage similar to femalc^s. 

Very similar (sex for sex) to C. ntbicilhides but much paler especially on 
back AvHch is less heavily streaked. C. pumceus which occurs on the same 
groimd is scarlet rather than rosy red, has a Aside brosvn post-ocular stripe 
and brOAsm low'cr flanks. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Fairly common resident but locally 
distributed and parochial, subject to vertical movements. The northern 
Himalayas from Chitral (Fulton, JBNHS 16: 53) east through Gilgit, 
Hunza, Ladakh, Lahui, Spiri, Nepal (Dicssclhorst, 1968) and Sikkim (Birds 
of Sikkim, p. 376). Breeds betss'een c. 3900 and 4800 m, in eastern Nepal 


Carpodacus rubicilh 



around 5000 m. Recorded in June and July at e. 3300 m in Ladalch. \Vintcr 
data scanty: recorded as hi^ as 4500 m (Tibet), at 2600 m (Hunza), and 
exceptionally at 1500 m (Gilgit and Sikkim) after cold spells. Affects 
boulder-strcwTa groimd at the foot of mountains, often near villages and 
fidds (western Hunala)*as) and the highest part of the alpine zone ivith 
boulders and sparse A'cgctation, in the same biotope as C. pwticeas (eastern 
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185 

buf non-breedmg season, 

^ fr=q*nted by a rubid 

Other '■^Sion in Rus^ and Chinese Turkestan. ' 

Other subspec.« m the Caucasus and the Russian and Mongolian Altai. 
FordetaUsseeVaurie, 1959: 643. ~iai. 

K«ps in pairs or small flocks according to season; 
sometimes m company with C. rubicilloidcs but more often seen in desolate 
rocky country devoid of vegetation. Feeds mostly on the-ground; in the 
non-br^dmg season also on bushes. In flight silhouette very like Horned 
Lark [Eremopktla). 

FOOD. Chiefly berries and seeds {Caragma, green peas, cereals, etc.) and 
some insects. ' 

VOICE and CAL^. A loud distinctive caU-note (HW) reminiscent of that 
Tuhictlloides (2028), q.v. Song undescribed. 

BREEDING. Not Satisfactorily described. Season, July and August. Mst, 
imown with certainty to be placed in crevices of rock or under stones 
(Diesselhorst), Nests in bushes described by Dresser {Ibis 1904: 109) possibly 
^longed to C. rubictUoides as suggested by his own description of the bird. 
Other records of breeding in bushes in Tibet (Baker, Nidijicalion 3: 56) 
require confirmation. Cf. also Hume, ^^ests and Eggs 2: 154: nest on the 
ground in furze bush; eggs greenish with some dark brown spots. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Postnuptial moult complete, in 
August-September. 

Young, like aduit female but stieaks everywhere less defined and sparser. Breast 
and belly dirty cream colour tvithout streaks; under tail-coverts same colour with 
dark shafis. 


MEASUREMENTS 


Wing 


99 


116-123 

111-121 


Bill 

(from skull) 
18-20 \ 
19-20/ 


Tarsus 


Tail 


86-91 mm 
83-92 mm 


22-23 

(HW, Koclz, NBK) 

Weight I cP (Aug.) 43-2; 3 juv. 39-5-41-7 g (GD). 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill homy grey. Legs and* feet deep 
chocolate-brown or black. 
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(2027) and not reliably dhtinguuhabic in flic 
outer edve'^o'f distinctly streaked tvith dark broini. Whhe 

distinction from 
wiStTa^k 

above. C. pimic^ female is practically alike but has an olive-)-elIow tump 
STATUS, msTkmunoN and habitat. Fairly common resident, subject fo 
vertical movements. A bird of the Tibetan plateau and northern Hinilaj-as 

Corporfflci/1 tubieiUoldti 



2028. Eastern Great Rosefinch. Carpodactis rubicilloides lucifer 
R, & A. Meinertzhagen 

Carpodacus rubicilloides lucifer R. & A. Meinertzhagen, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 46: 83 
(Ghusha, southern Tibet) 

Carpodacus rubicilloides lapersonnex R. & A. Meinertzhagen, 1926, Bull, Brit. Orn. Cl. 
46: 83 (Shushal, eastern Ladak) 

Baker, FBI No. 1070 (part), Vol. 3: 138 
Plate 102, fig. 12 
LOCAL NAME. (Tibet). 

SIZE, Bulbul ± ; length c. 19 cm (7^ in.). 


llHljHI il Distributional mngc of /i/c/)2r (2028). 

from Ladakh cast to Bhutan. Breeds between c. 3700 and 4800 m, descend- 
ing in winter to c. 2800 m (Nepal) or 2200 m (southeastern Tibet) ; in Sikkim 
observed at 4800 m. Affects Caragana, willow and Hippopkae scrub in arid 
country. 

ExtralimilaU The Tibetan plateau cast to southeastern Szecliuan. Another 
subspecies from central casleni Szechuan to Tsingliai and Kansu. 

GENERAL HABITS. Little rccordcd; apparently mucli as in C, rubicilla but 
prefers a less desolate type of country: Large numbers (hundreds) observed 
roosting in willow groves (Ladakh* — Meinertzhagen). 

FOOD. Chiefly seeds. 
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VOICE and CALLS, Call-note, a loud twiiik Ukc .the Chaffinches. Song 
rendered as tseesoo^soo^soo or tsee-tsee-soo-soo-soo-soo, the first note higher 
(Osmaston). . ^ . 1 j 

BREEDING. ' Scason, Juiic and July. AVrf, a large massive cup of sticks and 
twigs followed by a iyer of roots and grass, lined wltlt hair or wool, placed 
in willow trees and furze {Caragana) bushes, etc. usually within c. 3 metres 
from the ground, sometimes up to 4*5 m. Eggs, 4 or 5, occasionally 3, 
similar in colour and markings to those of C. pulcherrimus, a deep blue 
sparingly marked with a few black spots. Average size of 90 eggs 24*1 X 
17*6 mm (Osmaston), of 30 eggs 23*6 X 16’7 nun (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. 


MEASUREMENTS 


ePeP 

99 


Wing 

105-115 ' 
97-108 . 


Bill 

(from skull) 
c. 18 


24-25 


Tail 


84-92 mm 


(Ludlow, NBK, MD) 
COLOURS OF BARE fARTS- IHs dark brown. Bill homy brown, culmcn darker, 
base yellowish. Legs and feet dark brown. 

Carpodacus puniceus (Blyth) 

Key to the Subspecies 

A 
B 

; ^ 

2029. Kan Lun Redbreasted Rosefinch. Carpodacus puniceus kiliantnsis 
Vauric 

Carpodacus puniciu kiliarunsis Vauric. 1956, Amcr. Mur^Novit., No. 1 786 : 20 
(Mrth side of the Kilian Pass at 15,000 ft, western Kun Lun, S.nkiang) 

Not in Baker, FBI 


Darker; more, heavily streaked 

Darkest; most heavilystreaked C^P- Puniceus 


C.p. kilianensis 

Page 

187 


188 

. .C’P’Pnniceus 

189 


NAMES. None rccoraca. 

'limital. KirgWtstan, Tadzhikstat, and southw«tem Sinkians. 

rD^rtie:"^^ 

ills of plumages see V auric, loc. ci .. 


■Wing 

119-122 


Bill 

(from feathers) 
12-13 mm 
iVaufic) 



2030. 


Western Redbreasted Rosefinch. Carpodacus pumceus hmn 
(Sharpe) 

Pyrrho, pica humiiS^iurrfc, 1888, Cat. Bds BrilMus. 12:433 
(Kotegarh. rTtricted by V.aurie. 1956, Amer. Mus- Nov--. N°' 

® Baker, FBI No. 1054, Vol. 3: 121 

LOCAI. NAMES. Nooc rccordcd. 

scarlet. Crotvn and back Rump rosy 

Ld tail brosvn. Below, throat 
scarlet mottled svifli white. Rest of under 

C. rubicilloides by scarict-red, ' 

spotted wifli white, broad 
iSiind eye. ^ 

xr.l remale. 

wdth dark brown. Lower Vump onve-yellosv. firW. crcam-bulT bo 
Verv shtin.Tr to female nihclloidcs, dutmsuiuicn , 



COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 


As in 2031. 
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STATUS, D isTjuau noK and habitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movcmcnis. As in many other roscfinchcs, red males appear to be in a 
minority cvcryw'hcrc. The.VkTstcm Himalayas from Gilgit and Kagan 
Valley east dirough Baltistan, Ladalch south of the Karakoram, Kashmir 
(Osmaston, JBNHS 29: 499), Chamba, Kula, I-ahul, Spiti, Garhwal and 
Kumaon. Breeds well above trec-Jinc between '3900 and 5100 m, mostly 
above 4200 m. Descends in vnntcr to tree-line, seldom do^^*n to 2700 or 
2400 m (Kangra, Simla); exceptionally to 1500 m (Gilgit) after cold spells. 
Affects steep rugged mountainsides, often sharing its typical high-elc%’ation 
habitat ^vith Gremiala and Lerwa. 

CEN’ERAL HABITS. XJsually mct with in small parties of 3 or 4 indiWduals, 
feedii^ among boulders on steep hillsides frequently amongst melting snow. 
Has a remarkable habit of keeping imdcr cover behind rocks ^rith just its 
head exposed to keep an e>'e on the intruder. Occasionally sririts high camp- 
ing grounds in scar^ of food. 

FOOD. Chiefly seeds. In summer also buds and the petals of various 
flowers. 

VOICE and calls. A metallic sparrow-like chirp uttered on the wing 
(Matthevk*s), loud and distinctive. * Call, a cheery bulbul-like crejott quite 
reoify; male sings short snatches of a soft erratic w’arbling song ’ (Whitehead). 

BREEDiKC. Little knovkTi. Season, July and August. Jiest, a cup of coarse 
grass lined with hair, placed on a ledge of a cliff; perhaps also on the ground 
in 'Hbetan furze (StoHczka, JASB 37: 60; may be C. rubidlla, cf. Hume, 
Xesls ffu! Eggs 2; 154), or in stunted thorn bushes and juniper (Ward /n 
Baker, }(idiJicalion 3: 43). Eggs, deep blue very faintly tinged Viitii green 
and svith a few black spots at the larger end (Ward’s eggs). Averse aze of 
7 eggs 24'6 X 17 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diacnoss. S« Field Characteis and Kc>' to the Subspecies. 

Young, like female and first-winter male but streaking rather less definite- No 
greenish yellow on rump. Postjuvcnal moult of body-feathers, lesser and median 
^coverts. 

MEASUREMENTS 



Wins 

Bill 

(from skull) 

Tarsus 

Tail 


111-120 

18-20 

24-26 

76-88 mm 

1 9 

113 

20 

25 

81 mm 
(HW, Vaurie) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. 

As in 2031. 




2031. Eastern Redbreasted Rosefincli. Ccrpodacus pusduns pwdcens 
(Blyth) 

P.{ynhosfnzd) pteacea * Hodgson * =» Bb-ih, 1845 (1844), Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 
13: 953 (Himala 5 "a ss Nepal viie Sharpe, 1888, CaL Bds. Brit. him. 12: 433) 
Baker. FBI No. 1053, VoL 3: 120 
PUtc 102. fig. 16 
'' LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE, Bulbul i ; length f. 20 cm (8 in,), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 2030, q.v. 
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STATUS, DimuBunoN and habitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Aninachal Pradesh (Ludlow, Ihis 
1944: 350). Breeds between c , 4200 and 5200 m, in eastern Nepal mainly 
above c . 4900 m. Noted in winter between 4800 and 2700 m. Affects steep 
rock)* and boulder-strewn slopes in the alpine zone. 

Extralirdtal. Southern Tl^t. The species extends to Szechuan, Kansu 
and Tanghai. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 2030. 

BREEDING. UnknowD. 

Museum Diacsosis. Differs from htmi in being darker, more heavily streaked 
and smaller. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^Ving 

cjio’ 106-120 1 

9 9 106-lu/ 

Wright 11 d'd' CJuly-Aug.) 42-8-51-2; 5 9 9 (July-Aug.) 43-50 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE FARTS. IiTs bnnsn. Bill homy to dark bro\s-n. Legs and feet 
brown with a fieshy tinge. 

Genus Loxia lannacus 

Loxia Linnaeus, 1758, SjsL NaL, ed. 10, 1: 171. T)pc, 
by subsequent designation, Loxia Cvnirostra Unnaeus 

Tips of mandibles crossing each other. Nostrils cot*crcd by dense plumelets. \Ving 
very long reaching, when folded, to tip cf tail. 


BUI 

(from skull) 
17-19 


Tarsus 


23-24 


Tail 

/ 72-85 mm 
\ 70-82 mm 
(NBK, Stres.) 


2032. CrossTrilL Loxia cumrosira himalqjmsis Blyih 

L.{exia) himetejensis ‘ Hodgson ' = Blyth, 1843 (1844), Jour. AsiaL Soc. Bengal 
13 : 952 (Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1050, Vol. 3:115 
PUte 102, fig: 17 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow; length c . 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Distinguished by UTiiquc 
structure of bill with tips of the mandibles 
crossing each other. 

Male. Above, crown orange-red • marked 
with bro\s'n. Band through eye dark brots*n. 
Back mottled brown and orange-red. Rump 
bright orange. Below, orange-red. 

Female, .dfcow, streaked dark brown srith 
an oli\*c-ycUotv svash. Rump yellow. Below, 
greyish more or less washed ss-ith olivc-yclIo^v especially on breast. 

Young, huffish, heavily strcalied ■with dark brown above and below. ‘ 
Rest of underparts dull grey-brown w’ashed with yellowish, especially on 
breast. 
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status, distribution and habitat. Imperfectly kno-wn. A \try erratic 
species. The Himalayas from I.ahul and Kulu cast through Anmachal 
Loxfa cvrrirostra 



(ifil.'Q Distributional range of the species x hmalajnns ( 2033 ). 

Exiralimilal subspecies not numbered 

Pradesh. Data scant)*. Recorded between 2700 and 4000 m at all seasons 
exceptionally descending to 1500 m in winter (Sikkim). Affects conifer forest. 

ExtraUmit^. The 'mountains of western Cluna north to Kansu and 
Ttinghai. Nominate subspecies extends from eastern Siberia to Scandina\ia 
and Spain. Numerous subspecies in Algeria, ^kleditcrranncan islands, 
Turkestan, Vietnam, Philippines, Manchuria, Japan, North and Central 
America. 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually seen in small restless flocks. Frequents the tops 
of conifers to extract seeds from the cones srith its spcciall)' adapted bUl, 
clinging to them in all poations in the quest. Also reported to cut cones off 
and hold them ssith one foot against its perch while attacking them. Bill 
also used like a parakeet’s for clambering on the cones. Descends to the 
ground for grit. 

FOOD. Seeds of conifers (fir, spruce, larch, pine) . Pips of apples also recorded. 

v*oiCE and calls. Series of 3 to 5 kip-kip-kip^p uttered in flight and when 
feeding. 

BREEDING. Little loiosvn for this subspecies. Presumably breeds any 
month of the year as other subspcdcs do, depending on Cructificatioa of 
conifers; thus its presence in the winter months in a locality docs not neces- 
sarily mean it is a svintcr visitor only. Specimens * in breeding condition ’ 
or with considerably enlarged reproducti\'c organs ha\*c been obtained in 
Mardi (Sikldm) and in May, June and October (southeastern ’Hbet). A 
tingle nest has been found (cf. Baker, ^“idif^atien 3:41), no date gi\*cn. The 
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five eggs measure 22*7 x 16*6 to 24 X 17 mm. Colour: pale grey-green 
with a fetv’ specks of black sparsely scattered about the larger end, forming 
a very inde^te ring. 

Museum Dl^cnosis. . See Field Characters. . 

Nestlinghas a normal finch bill, the peculiar curving of the tips of the mandibles 
commendng about time of fledging. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bif. Tarsus 

(from skull) 

99 

(Ludlow, NBK, Ma)T, BB) 

Wright I o' (Nov.) 26-5; 1 9 (Nov.) 25-5 g — SA 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. BOl, legs and feet brossn. 

Genus Propyrrhula Hodgson 
Pnpjnhale Hodgson, 1844, tn Gray’s Zool. Misc.; 85. 

T)-pc, by subsequent daignation, Co^tkas Suikimaekclus Hodgson 

Bill similar to that of Hemstespiza, upper mandible flattened. Plumage of male 
like that of Carpodecas, plumage of female like that of HexvutSospiza. 

2033. Redheaded Rosefinch. ' Prop^nhulc subfdmachala (Hodgson) 
CoTjOois? Sa&kb r^ekel as Hodgson, 1836, AsiaL Res. 19: 152 
(Nepal; northern region; in winter found in the central region) 
Propyrrhalo sabhinackala vUeruior Rothschild, 1922, Bull. BriL Om. CL 43: 12 
(Uchlang Range, Yunnan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1052, Vol. 3 : 1 19 
Plate 102, fig. 14 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Bulbul; length c . 20 cm (8 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Abate, fordicad and supcrcilium crimson. 
Grown, nape, tides of neck, and back brown w'ashed Vk*ilh dull crimson. 
Shoulder and wing-bar reddish. Rump crimson. Below, throat and breast 
crimson \rith whitish spots. Rest of underparts grey. 

Female. Abate, forehead and supcrcilium orangc-ycllosv. Crown and 
back scalloped brov.*n and olive. Nape and sides of neck oli^•c- Rump 
ycl3ot>*ish olive. Below, throat and breast ycUotv svith dark mottling. Rest of 
underparts grey. 

status, distribution and habitat. Resident, subject to vertical move- 
ments, rather uncommon. The Himalayas from central Nepal cast through 
Sikkim, Bhutan and Aruaachal Pradesh, thence {%vintcr only?) south in the 
eastern ranges to the Cachar and Khasi Hills and Manipur. Occurs in 
summer between c . 3500 and 42(K) m, in winter between c . 1800 m (rarely) 
and at least 3600 m. Affects thid: rhododendron, juniper and willow scrub 
near timber-line, and li^t forest with dense bush undergrowth. 


Tail 

50-56 mm 
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2034. Scarlet Finch. (fjodgson) 

C.ic^Atu) SiMi Hodgson, 1836, Asian Ro. 19: 151 (NenaR 
Baler, FBI No. 1051, Vol. 5: 117 ^ 

Plate 103, fig. 2 

SIZE. Bulbul i ; length c. 18 cm (7^ in.). 

riEim CHA^CTERs; Male. BriHlani 
scarlet overall with brown wings and tail 
and a darker hnc through e>-c. Bill s-cIJow. 

Fcm^ale. Above, dark hrosTO scallop- 
cd svtth yelloss-uh olive.' Rump briglu 
yellow. Below, dark broivm scalloped with 
ohvc on throat and with greyish on breast 
STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and IIABtTAT 
Roidedt, subject to s-crtical movements' 
rather uncommon. The Himalayas from’ 

/T/*n^r3l /n.'....-.. rrtnvwet . _ _ 


Distributional range 
Exlralimital. Extends to northern Yunnan and southwestern Szechuan. 
CENERAL HABITS. A quiet bird, rather confiding but easily overlooked. 
Forages m low berry-laden bushes. Collects in small flocks in winter. •• - 
FOOD. Seeds (of pine etc.), berries (of Viburnum, Berberis and others) 
crab-apples and vegetabicfmatter (probably Isuds). 

VOICE and calls. A sparrow-like chirruping note but quite melodious 
(Meinertzhagen)* Subdued warbling notes something like a canary, ierp. 


terpy tee (Fleming). 

BREEDING^ Uiiknovv'n. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 
MEASOBEMENTS 

Wing 


cfcf 92-1 10 \ 

9 9 91-97 J 


Bill 

(from skull) 
33-18 


Tarsus 


. 21-25 


Tail 

r 74-83 mm 
I 74-79 I 


(ZVBK, Rand & Fleming, SDR, MD, SA) 
Weight 3 cf'd’ (Feb.) 44-48; 3 9 9 (Feb.) 44-50 g — SA, BB. 3 (july-Aug.) 
42-5-4a-2; I 9 (Aug.) 48-8 g (GD). 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Irls hazcI brown. Bill: upper mandible blackish, lower 
palchomy darker at lip. Legs and feetbcownlsh homy. 

/ 

Gonus Haematosbiza Blyth 
Hatmalosplzo. Blyth, 1845 (1844), Jour. Astat. Soc, Bengal 13: 950, 

Type, by monotypy, H. boeionensh Blyth =» Cofjfthus Sipahi Hodgson 
Wing long, reaching beyond the middle of the tail which is rather short. BUI like 
that of Projtyrrhulc but larger. Plumage of male scarlet, of female olive and brown, 
scalloped. Closely allied to Propyrrhula and Pinieola, 



X r. I 


rising 4 KM,... '‘7>! <»»»». J>»Hg i.: m. 



Gachar, Khasi Hills and Mt Victoria. Breeding zone imperfectly known. 
Recorded at 2300-2400 m in summer in Bhutan, and in May In the 
Nepal duns. In the Khasi Hills 'breeds bchvccn e. 1600 and 2000 m; on 
Mt Victoria at 2500-3000 m in May. Most records of the bird are in the 
non-breeding season when it has been observed from 2400 m dotvn to the 
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Bhutan foothills and the Sikkim and Jalpaiguri duars, c. 600 m. Affects open 
forest of pine and other conifers; in winter also oak forest. 

Sxirah'mtfaL Ranges east to northern Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps Singly Or in scattered flocks of up to 25 birds or 
more often in mixed parties of small birds. Feeds in low berry-laden bushes 
as tvell as high up in trees.' Also searches for insects imder moss covering the 
branches. Flight finch-like, strong and upping, with rapid wing-beats. 

FOOD. Seeds, berries, flo\ver buds and other vegetable matter, and some 
insects. 

VOICE and calls. A pleasant rei^isccnt of the Large Cuckoo- 

Shrike (Coracina), but rather softer and higher pitched (SA) ; a rather creaky 
kwee^i-u not unlike the notes of a canary (Lister). 

BREEDING. Little known. Seasoriy in the Khasi Hills May and June, Jiesty 
a bulky cup of t^vigs and coarse roots, lined wth finer rootlets, a little hair, 
wool or dried 'moss; placed in forks in pine trees between c. 7 and 12 metres 
above ground level. not well authenticated, blue wnth small red-brown 
blotches forming a ring or cap at the large end. Four eggs vary in size from 
22'i X 17*3 and 23*2 X 17 to 25*4 X 18 mm (cf. Baker, Pfidijicatwn 3: 
41-2). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. Body-feathers white at base (except 
on lower back and lower belly) in bpth sexes. Fiisl-ycar male like female. 

MEASUREMENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

(Pe? 98-108 \ Ifr‘20 f 63-70 mm 

9 9 95-102 / mostly 18-19 \ 60-66 mm 

(SA, BB, Stevens) 

Weight 2 oo? (Scpl.-Oct.) 38, 38 g (SDR). I (P (March) 42-5; 2 9.9 (March, 
Oct.) 39, 40g~SA. 

COLOURS OT BARE PARTS. Iris brown or hazel brown. Bill tJ* brownish yellow or 
brownish flesh, with a pale crimson flush when fresh; 9 without flush. Legs, feet 


and claws homy brown. 

miscellaneous. Fat of scarlet males noted by 
as feathers; only somewhat less brilUant. 


SA to be the same colour 


Genus Pyrrhoplegtes Hodgson 
Pmbo/:leelee Hodgson, 1844, in Gray, Zool. Mho.: 85. Typo, by monot>-pD 
Pjrrbula ? EptaleiU Hodgson 

Bill Kinmiscrat ol Pfrrhuln bntlras swollon, flnttor Uran .hot of with 

lich it generally corresponds. Second primary (as.) much shorter than third. Inner 

:bs of tcrtials white. 


2035. Goldheaded Black Finch. FjfnhpUetes epuukm (Hodgson) 
Pmhiu Eposdettu Hodgson, 1836, AsiaL Res. 19: 156 
(Northern and central regions, Nepal) 

Baker, FBI No. 1049, Vol. 3: 114 . 

Plate 103, fig. 12 

-local NAME. Ibo - siunpreh-pho ( LepchnJ . 

ske. Sparrow; length r. 15 cm (6 m.). 


FIELD CMARACTERS. Male. Jbcff, cro\vn orange-yellow. Rest of upper- 
parts dull black with ^vhite on inner web of tcrtials showing as a distinctive 
while line on wing. Below, dull black, centre of belly and a.xill.Tries 
ochraccous. 

Female. Crown grey tinged ^vitl^ yellow; rest of upperparts brown. 
White line oq wing as in male. Below, paler brown, axUIarics ochraccous 
buff. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Resident, subject to verucal move- 
ments, fairly common. The Himalayas from Simla (Cot. Bds, Bril. Mus, 12: 
388 - 7 ) cast through Nepal (Biswas, JBNHS 60: 198; Fleming & Traylor, 
» FWdioniJ 35: 485), Darjeeling, 'Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh 



( • r i Distributional range 

f Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 348). Occurs in summer between c. 2800 and 3W m. 
In rvinter (October to April) between 1400 and 3600 m. 
dron and ringal bamboo ondetsrowth in 

rhododendron Tone. In wntcr frequents low scrub, dense ihickcu and 
'^thdttT'-Rangra cast to no'rthem Yunnan and soudtwCem 
In'wmtcr keeps in 

sometimes in company with rosefinches. Feeds on nu ^bushes 

Like bullfinches, keeps very still and unoblruswc when feeding o 

food. Chiefly seeds and berries; aim dhtmetive 
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BuUHnchy Pjrrkulc pyrrhula (Mdncrtzhagcn). Song (?), a low musical pipi 
(Ludlow). 

BREECiNc. Unkno%%'n. 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. 

KEASUREKEKTS 

\STng Bill Tarsus Tail 

(&om skull) 

o'd' 75-BO 12-15-1 r 54-62 mm 

9 9 74-77 f. 12/ 155-56 mm 

(BB, SA) 

Wdght 2 o’er (Feb.) 19. 19 g (SA). 1 9 (March) 19 g (BB). 
ooLOuas OF BAjiE PAim. Iris brown. BiD homy brown, darker on culmcn. Legs 
and feet brown. 

Genus Pyrrhula Brisson 

Pjrrksda Brisson, 1760, Om. 1: 36, 3: 308.T>'pc, by tautonyxny, * fyrrkvla* 
Brisson = Jjoxie Pjnhda Linnaeus 
Bin short, very swollen. Rump wlutc. 

Key to the Spedes 

Page 

A Central pairofrcctrices less than 10 mmshortcr than oulcrmcBt 

P. eaerScea 202 

B Central pair of rectiices more than 1 0 mm shorter t han outermost 

1 Feathers round base of bill \*clvcty black 

a Crown grey P. njihaca 198 

b Crown gree n ish to red P. erjthoeephaU 201 

2 Feathers round base of bill brown P,tapalainx 197 

Pyrrhcia ^^PAl£NSE Hodgsou 
Key to the Snbspeoes 

Paler; crown less scaly P. ru tapdeisis 

Darker; crown more scaly. P.n. liektld 

2036. Nepal Brown BoUfiach* Pjrrkula rtipaltnns rJpaUnsis Hodgson 

. P.(jnfada) /tJpalmsxs Hodgson, 1836, Asial. Res. 19: 155 
(Nonhem and central regions, Nepal) 

Baker. FBI No. 1047, VoL 3; 112 
Pbte 103. fig. 4 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow 4- » length, f. 17 cm (64 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. AboK. A dark brown band round base of 
bill. Crown scaly ashy bro^vn. Bads V'ing-coverts and sides of neck bro^^'n. 
A svhite spot under eye. Rump purplish black, lower part svith a narrow 
white band. 4Vings and tail glossy purplish black with velvety black tips to 
^e feadicrs, a svhite spot at tip of primary coverts and a very thin crimson 
streak on innennost tcrtials. Below, throat, breast and flanks pale b^o^vn, 
centre of abdomen >vlute. ' 

Female, similar to male but streak on tcrtials yellow. 
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STATUS, DBTRiBtmos and HABITAT, Resident, subject to \*crucal hiotc- 
incnts, fairly common locally. The fCmaZayas from Dharmsala (r, 76“ 30 £.) 
cast to Arunachal Pradesh. Occun in summer betweea c, 2100 and 3000 m. 



1 Distributional ranges x nipclaisis (2C^6), st ndelti (2037), 


3 extraJimitaJ subspecies. 

locally down to 1800 m (Bhutan), exceptionally up to 3900 m in Sikkim 
(Schafer in Salim Ali, 1962). Descends to c. 1500 m in winter. Affects dense 
fir, oak and rhododendron forest. 

CENERAE HABITS. Kccps in paits or small fiocks of six to twelve birds 
according to season. Arboreal; forages rather high up in trees. Flight swift 
and direct. 

yooD. Presumably as in other bullfinches, qq.v. Nectar of rhododendron 
flowers, and berries recorded (SA). 

\’OicE and calls. « Call-nolc, a mellow ptcrUlu, more melodious th a n that 
of Redheaded Bullfinch. A continuous soft whistling t\«ttcr while feeding 
(Proud). For description of song see 2037, 

breedinc. Unknown (records not %veU authenticated, cf. Baker, Jiidifiat- 
tion 3: 40), 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters and Kc^' to the Subspecies. 

Young, like female but bead not scaly. Upper tail'COvcrts not, glossy, and 
lipped with brown. Back, throat and breast more tawny. 


MEASURTMESTS 


99 


IVing 

BiU 

(&tsm skull) 

Tarsus 

TaU 

83-90 

11-14 \ 

c. 17 

r 70-80 mm 

80-87 

C.12 J 

\ c. 70 mm 



(BB, SA, Rand & Fleming) 
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Weight 1 9 (Sept.) 24 g — SDR, 1 o? (Nov.) 27-5 g — SA 3 o' Qan.) 26-29; 
1 o? (April) 23 g — BB. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Bill grccnish bom with black tip. and feet fleshy 
brown. 

2037. Chinese Bxtown Bullfinch. Pyrrhulo rdpalensis richeUi La Touche 

Pjrrhda ricktid La Touche, 1905, BulL Brit. Om, Q. 16: 21 
(Mountains of northwest Fokien, south-east China) 

Pjrrhda victerice Rippon, 1906, BulL Brit, Om. Cl, 17: 47 
(Mt Victoria, S. Chin HiHs) 

Baker. FBI No. 1048, Vol. 3; 1 13 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow -|- ; length c. 17 cm (61 in-). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As in 2036, q.v. 

STATUS, DisTRiBunOK and HABITAT. Resident, subject to vertical mo\'e- 
mchts. Arunachal Pradesh (where intergrading with mpdauis) [LudIo^v, 
Ibis 1944; 208], Nagaland, Manipur, Fqr altitudinal distribution and 
habitaCt see 2036. 

Extraliirnial. Southeastern Tibet, south^vcstem Szechuan, northern 
Burma, Chin Hills, Yunnan, nortbem \Tctaam (Tonkin) and FuHen. Other 
subspecies in hlala^a and Taiwan. 

cENXRAi. HABITS and FOOD, As in 2036. 

VOICE and calls. A twittering song quite unlike that of the European 
Bullfinch and even unlike that of any other finch (Heinrich). 

BREEDINC. Unknown. 

Museum Diacnoss. Similar to rapeUasis (2036) but crown distinctly daxker and 
more scaly ; white spot below cj'c obsolete or smaller and much didlcr white ; general 
coloration darker. 

keasurtmexts and colours of n.\RE parts. As in 2036. 

2038. Bea\‘an’s Bullfinch. Pjmfmhi ajtJwca e^thaca 

Pjrrhslaeijthcze Bljih, 1862, Ibis: 3S9 (Sikkim) 

Baker, FBI No. 1045, VoL 3: Hi 
Plate 103, fig. 7 ' 

LOCAL NAsiE. Kcl^ (Lcpcha). 

' size. Sparrow -f ; length c. 17 cm (61 in.), 

kl r . L D CHARACTERS, hlalc, Ahovf, area round of bill, lores and 
round eye black; forccrowTi and spot bcIow' eye white. Grown and back 
grc>*; rump white. A black shouldcr-patdi and a paler grey wing-patdi; 
rest of wing and tail glossy purple-black. Belcw, rhhy black; throat grey; 
breast, upper belly and flanks orai^e-rcd to red; lovrcr belly ashy; under 
tallojvcrts white. 

Female. Abert, like male but hack bro\m. Brte, wholly brown, imder 
tail-covcrts white. 

White forccrcrwii distinguishes female from P. 

STATUS, DsnuBunoN and HABITAT. Rcridcnt, subject to vertical move- 
ments, locally common. DaijccUx^, Sikkim, Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh 
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(Ludlow, Ibis 1944: 206). Occurs in sunimcr between r. 2500 and 3800 m, 
in wintcar between r, 2000 and at least 3200 m, occarionaily down to c. 1700 m 
(Daijecling, SF 2 : 455). Affects conifer and rhododendron forest, also 
willoftv and buckthorn thickets. 


PynhuJa eryihace 



1- ^-1 Distributional ranges, i (2038), a excralimital subspecies, 

ExtraUrntal. Extends east to Yunnan, north to Kansu and Shensi; other 
subspecies to Hupeh and in Taiwan. 

CENTRAL HABITS. Similar to other bullfinches. Keeps in pairs or small 
flocks according to season. Feeds among bushes or on the ground. 

FOOD. Seeds, buds (of willow, buckthorn, juniper, etc.), insects and 
pupae. Nectar of rhododendron flowers (SA). 

VOICE and calls. ‘ Atr^Ic whistle* (Stanford). Other notes undcscribed. 

BREEDiNC. Little Icnown. One nest described as ‘ the usual frail buUfindi 
type about twcl\'e feet [3*6 m] from the ground on top of a young pmc tree. 
It contained >*oung birds about a week old * on 1 9 July (Ludlmv) . 

hlcsEuu IhACNOSs- Scc Held Gmacteis. 

Young, mudi as female but crown suffused witli olive. Greater coverts w-ith 
comparatively narrow ashy white tips. Postjuvcnal moult of body-fcathcTS and aB 
co v erts ccccpt primary series. 

MEASUREMENTS 

\S’m5 Bill Tarsus Tall 

(from skuB) 

d'o-' ' 80-861 1 67-73 am 

• 80-83/ 166-7+ mm 

(NBK, iU^T, J.ID, SA) 

Wei^t 1 tmm. (Feb.) 18; 1 9 (FA,)20g — SA- 
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‘'T'" (<?): 

\V A-cgs and feet fleshy bro%vn to homy brown. 


2039 . Redheaded BnUfinch. PjTrkula f^lkrcaphalaVigon 

PjnMa tTythfoaphala VigorJ, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 174 
(Hiinala>nn Mountainj = Sin-Ia-AImora area) 

' ■ Baker, FBI No. 1044, Vol. 3: 110 

Plate 103, fig. 6 
LOCAL NAME. Kobju (Lcpcha). 

SIZE. Sparrow -f : length c. 17 cm (6^ in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, area around base of bill and 
eye bbek. Cro^vn red j back grey ; rump white. 
Wings glossy purplish black \\'ith a large ashy 
patch. Tail (noticeably forked) glossy purplish 
black. Below, chin black; throat, -breast and flanks 
‘ dull rusty red. Lower belly ashy; under tail-covcrls 
white.. ’ 

Female, like male but croum yelloivish olive. 
Back and underparts brown. 

STATUS, DisTRiBirnoN and habitat. Resident, 
subject to vertical movements, fairly common. 
The Himalayas from Kashmir (rare) east at least to eastern Bhutan (Ludlow, 
Ibis 1944: 206). Breeds between c. 2400 and 3300 m in the western part ofits 
rRugc, 2700—3600 m (Garhwal), 3400—4200 m (central and eastern Nepal), 



X e. 1 


Pyrrhu\a erythrocephofo 



Distributional range 


202 


. CARDUELINAE 

.8300-3900 m (SUddm) and 2700-3800 m (Bhutan). Descends in rC , 
rcgJarly to c. 1500 m; occasionally 1200 m (CSiamba) or 1000 m fC-tK* 

.n Nepal not recorded below 21(Wn,. Docs noTcndreh- wr, v ' 
A r“ December as high as 3900 ni (Nepal, Si^mT 

«pcci:>Uy birebi ako found in uillow 
rhododendron forest. In ^s*intc^ frequents mosilv rhodftd/anHrrtf* -.m. 
pure stands or in rak or conifer forest; also srillows along banks ofstnlmT 

Extrabrntat. Adjacent parts of southeastern Tibet. 

CEN-ERAL HABITS. Usually seen in small flocks of fire to set-en birds 
feeding mostly among bushes, sometimes on the ground ’ 

food. Clucfly reeds (of birch, Ruma, etc.). Also leaf buds, u-fllow catkins 

S =en^ren“ of a. 

w =* “f' plaintive whistle phrs~pkrx, indistin- 

^hablc from that of the European bullfinch (various observers). Also a 
faint, mellow caJ (song?) chtr^ptri (Fleming), 

°d “ '“P o'" ‘"■’S’* beaid-moss 

(Unifi^ hned with roots, placed m small trees three metres or so above 
groMd level. Eggs, 3 or 4, dull grey-white liintly tinged with green, marked 
with brosvn or red-brotra specks and small blotches srith secondary similar 
maria of dark grey and pale lavender; markings distributed as a ring round 
the large end and sparsely scattered over rest of surface. Avcracc size of 13 
eggs 20*8 X 14-7 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diac.s'OSis. See Field Characten. 

Young. Abope, pale rufous-brown, brighter on crown, tinged grey on bad. 
L^r and median coverts grey Upped with rufous; greater co\-crU black lipped 
with rufous-grej'. Below, belly greyish; under tail-coverts while; rest of underpam 
warm brown. Rest of wing and tail as in adult. Posljuvenal moult of body-fcatljcn, 
lesser, median and greater coverts. 

MEASUREMENTS • 

Tail 

f 60-70 ram 
\ 63-67 nun 
(Rand 5: Fleming, Sires., SA) 

Weight 8 jd' (March) 18-22; 5^9 (March) 19-20 g — SA. 6 d’d' Ouly- 
Sept.) 19-5-22‘5;6 9 9 (July-Sepl.) 18-21; I 9 (Ia>ing) 27*G g— GD. 

COLOURS OE BARE PARTS. Iris bfowTi. Bill black. Legs and feet light brown. 



IVing 

Bill 

Tarsus 



(from skull) 


tfe? 

72-81 \ 

10-13 


99 

76-80 / 

17-20 


2040. Orange BoUfincli. Pjrrhula auraitiaca Gould 

P^hda eiffOfitioca Gould, 1838 (1857), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 222 
(Western Himalaj’as, restneted to Kashmir by Baker, 1926, FBI 3: 109) 
Baker, FBI No. 1043, Vol. 3: 109 
‘Plate lOS, fjg. 5 

LOCAL NAME. Som sonotser (Kashmir). 

SEE. Sparrow ± ; Jenglli e. 14 cm (5| in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. Male. Abop€, foitJicad, lores and area round base 
of bill and eye black. Crown And back ochraccous orange-yellow, b.ick 
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>\ith an olive tinge; rump white. Wings black with a whitish buff* patch. Tail 
black, slightly forked. Below, ochraceous onange-ycllotv (or saffron yellow). 
Female, like male but crotvTi, nape and car-coverts grey. Back and 
breast yellowish brotsTi. Belly dull yellow. 

status, distribution and habitat. Common resident, subject to vertical 
movements. The western Himalayas from Ghitral, Astor, Gilgit and Murree 
cast through Kashmir (very^ common) to Simla. Breeds between c. 2700 and 



^ Distributional range 

ro (timber-line), in open fir, bircli and mixed forest.- Descends in 

InStl' Keeps in pairs or in small flock compiling up to ten 

or so. A qmet and unobtrusive species. Feeds m bushes or on the 

m Seeds berries and buds (of willow, clicrry, etc.). 

PE and Call-note; a soft, clear low-pitched Uu, svhich firet 

Uke a cup of fine twigs ^d roodets, 

moss, rooUek and a few h^, 

W’siee of 13 e^ 21-3 X 15 mm (Baker). 

ling of nest by female, accompanied by male. 

- 50 said to have 

jfeef ('Vard JBN^8: u, occur. He ne.o 

a aho JBNKS 21= .307. 


Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

Young, like female but cro)vn and forehead duller tawny brouTi, sides of head 
paler tawny. Lesser wing*coverts tipped olive. Cliln dusky; rest of underparts as in 
female but centre of belly and under tail<overls creamy white. 

SIEASUREMENTS 

IVing Tarsus Tail 

tf 9 88-83 f. 18 57-58 mm 

(Baker) 

BUI from skull 13 mm 

Weights ej'd' (Apr.-May) I7-2I;6 99 (Apr.-May) 18-22g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill black. Legs and feet dark brown 
to fleshy browm. 

Family Emberizi DAE ; Buntings 
For description see Vauric, Charles, 1964, article ' Bunting * In ITiomson, A. L. 
(ed.), A A'm> Dietienaiy of Birds, London and Nesv York. 

Key to the Genens 

Page 

No crest 2W 

A wcll-dcs’clopcd crest * Mebf’hus 

Genus Eh n ERIE A Linnaeus 

Rmima Linnaeus, 1758, S>st. Nat., cd. 10, I: I7G. T>pc, byiubsequnit 
designation, Embenz/r Citrinello Gnnacus 
Bill conical, sharply pointed; culmen straight or nearly lo. Edges of mmdibics 
not in contact throughout their length, but showing a gap about midway betwren 

gape and tip. ‘ 

Key to the Spede* 


A Tall only slightly shorter than wng 
a A large white patch on the outermost tailTcaihers 

' a' Sides ofbody streaked or dificring in colour from abdomen 


a' No trace of yelJmv on lower plumage 
a* Chin and throat black 

a* Breast white scAoerhlru a' 

b* Breast chestnut ri' 

y Cliin and throat chestnut B. Uveuefbeb o 

c» Chin ahd throat while or pale frlvous, w ith or without streaks 
c* Ear-coverts chestnut 

a* 'A chestnut pectoral band B. ^ 

b* No pectoral band /as* « 

d* Ear-co>'crts fulrous or browm 


c* Rump, lan-co\*crts and back concoloroui • • • 

sthnulus V 

d* Rump chestnut contrasting with back ^ ^ /. q 


b' Lower plumage largely yellow 

d* Crown chestnut, or brown broadly streaked 
e’ Crown green, with obsolete shaft-streaks. . . . 

n Crown >cnow, or jcllow mixed ith green.. 


....E.cvrtolo 


330 

3tC 

70S 


238 


730 

^>5 

7I£ 

111 

215 

TCdei 
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Pa^ 

b Sides of body umtreakcd and concolorous vnlh abdomen 

o' Throat and breast bluish grcf E,eia 221 

d' Throat and breast rufotis ...... * E.hiieharxm 219 

c' Throat and breast yellow. £* kffrtslerjt 219 

b No distinct patches of white on outermost tail-feathers 
o' Sides of body unstrcaied 
. f' No streaks whatever on lower plumage 

g* CrwTi black, E. rrjlaiact^la ^ 207 

c* Crown golden .E. hrvrdceps ^ 209 

h* Crown streaked with brown 

%Yingover90mm E^nulcr^ephstla 9 2D7 

* IVing under 90 mm E. InrSaps 9 209 

g* Throat and foreneck streaked Estriolata 229 

d' Sides of body streaked -ELfc/xh* 211 

B Tail decidedly longer than vfing E. ealcKdra 205 


2041. CornBoatisg. ErrtimiCfl foiWra Linnaeus 

Emieri^c Colcndra Linnaeus; 1758, Nat., ed, 10, 1 : 176 (Sweden) 
Emhfnzo ezler^ra (fra/arinn Johansen, 1907, Om. Jahrb.: 202 
(Kaslek, Semircchia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1137, Vol. 3: 218 

Plate 104, fig. 1 

LOCAL ^’AStES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE Bulbul; length c. 18 on (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Rcminisccnt of female House Sparrow, but larger 
and dumpier. grcjTsh brottTi sfreaked with, dark browm. sides 

of neck and throat cream coloured becoming greyish white on belly, streaked 
t\*ith dark brown, more heavily so on breast. Sexes alike. 

STATUS, DtmoBtmON* and habitat. INlntcr vagrant, recorded once in 
Jhang district, Pakistan, in November and December (^Vhistler, JBNHS 
25: 742). Affects waste ground and arable land. 

ExtralirntiaL Ranges from Turkestan and Afghanistan to the British Isles 
and Morccco. 

ct:>rERAi. HABTTS. In small Bocks in ^\'intc^, hopping and feeding on 
ground, perching on bushes, telegraph t>Tres, etc. Undulath^ sparrotv-likc 

FOOD- Seeds, rice grains, eta and insects. 

VOICE and calls. CaB-nocc a distinctive Isik, 

BREEDZKG. ExtrallmitaL 

Musrtnc Diacmosis. Sec Held Characten and Key to the Species; for detaiUof 
plumages (and bionomics), Witherby, 1938, 1 : U2. 

yZASVKZiaNTS 

Wing BOI Tarsus Tati 

(from skull) 

cf9 ' 89-101 12-15 24-27 67-76 mm 

(Wiihcrby) 


Bill from skull c. 17 mm (MD), 

^Ycight I 9 (Nov.) 1 J oi. (39 g) — HW. 

COLOURS or BARE FARTS. Iiis dark brown. Bill >*dlow, dark born on culmcn. 
and feet itraw->*cnowp*. 


2042. pine Bunting. Embmzc Uucocfphala Uuaxephslc S. G, GmcUn* 

Einifrica IrtcocepkihsS. G. Gmclin, 1771, Kov. Comm. Sci-Pctropol. 15: 480, 
pi- 23, 6g. 3 ( Astrakhan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1123, Voh 3: 202 
plate HO, Eg. 3 

local hasxes. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow -f ; length e. 17 cm (64 in.). r . » j 

field CHARACTERS. Male. Ahozt, centre of crotm white; forehead and 
sides of crown bUckish; a broad chestnut superciiium; cheeks white. Back 
nifous-brmra streaked irith dark broum; rump rufous. Two pale wing-bars. 
Tail dark brown with white outer rcctriccs. Beloiv, dun and upper throat 
chestnut; lower throat white, this colour extending as a narrow collar to 
sides of neck. Breast and flanks rufous, lightly streaked; centre of belly 

In srinlcr centre of crown ashy instead ofsvhite, and chestnut parts largclj 
with white margins to the fcadicrs. 

Female, lacks chestnut on fecc. Abovz, cro\vn and sides olhcad brown 
with dark streaks. Cheeks whitish, a narrow black streak below. Rest of 
uppcrparls as in male. Behw, breast and flanks rufescent irith dark streaks, 

rest white. . . . r, , • . 

sTATtjs DtsTRiBtmoN' and HABITAT. Common winter \isitor to Pakistan 
and north^vestem India from N.W.F.P. south to Quetta aud cast through 
the Punjab plains, Gilgit, Kashmir and the foQtlulb cast to avcst-central 
. Nepal (PokW c- 84'E.) — Proud, JBNHS 58 : 278. Affects bush-covered 
grassy slopes and cultivation, especially fellow and stubble Helds; in the hills 
normally up to c. 1500 m, occasonaDy to nearly 2700 m (Simla). 

ExlraUmlal. Breeds in Siberia from the Ob rivxr east to the Lena nver 
and Sakhalin Island. A subspecies in Tsinghai and eastern Kansu. IVinters 
to China and Iran. 

micratioh. Arrh’cs monly in November, remains untU March, someumes 

April. Recorded on passage on Burzil Pass in Kovemher. 

OEN-tabu. HABin. In winter keeps in flocks, oflen svilh £. cm, someumes 
srith finch-larks, Ermopurix gmea (818). Feeds on the ground, perches m 

trees. . c ^ ^ 

rooD. Grass seeds, grain (mostly rice when opportunity oflen) ; inse^. 

VOICE and CAua. Gall-note a single sharp aU or pif, easily oistmgu^- 
ablc from that of E. da itrack^ (2052). ‘Rcaelly like Yellow Buntmg 
[E. dtrirullaj ’ (A. E. Jones). 

» A bvbtM laaaphclc X oOisiUa has been obtained at Uiak. northem Baludiijtan, 
in Apta 1924 cne<a>i)nt.JB>niS-31:867). 
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BREZDme. ExtralimitaL 

hfusEtTM DiACSons. See Field Characters. 

IXEASCREXESTS 

' BUI Tamit Tsui 

(from tkufl) 

d'Q 88-9$ 12-14 r. 20 78-82 nun 

(Baker; bzB by MD) 

Weight 1 9 (March) 27 g — Paludan. 4^9 (April) 27-29 g — SA. 

COLOURS or BARE PARTS. Iris browd. BUI: upper mandible dark homy brown, 
lower plumbeous (Abbott), bluish homy or ydloivish homy (Hume). Legs and feel 
browmsh flesh. 


2043. Bla^cheaded Banting. Embaizn melcnouphalc Sccpoll 

Embaiza rmlanwphala Scopoli, 1769, Annus I, Hist. Nat: 142 (Gamiola) 
Baker, FBI No. 1133, VoL 3: 213 
Plate 104, fig. 12 

LOCAL HASSES. Gandart (Hindi) ; pjSrdeniifuihk (Baluchi) ; Boerre (Sindbi = ‘dcaf% 
as no amount of shouting will scare them from the crops!). 

stzE. Sparrow’ -f ; length c, 18 cm (7 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. AbocSf crown and sides of head black; back 
and rump rufous. A whitish double ^^*ing-bar. Belo'J:, Icmon-ycUow, sides -of 
breast rofous. 

Female. Abott^ fulvous-broisii wTth dark streaks. Brlorr, buflish white 
tvfch (races of\*cflow; sides pale broi'H, under lail-cov'crts yellow’. Difficult 
to dis^guish from 9 bnsnttps unless in the hand. Sec Museum Diagnosis. 

STATUS, DiSTRiBtmo?^ and Habitat. Abundant winter s’isitor to is*cstcm 
and central Indh in Rajasthan, Giyarat, Afadh}*a Pradesh (east (o Saugor, 
Once to Ix>hardaga in Bihar), hlaharashtra (cast to Nagpur and Nandcr) 
and Karnataka (south to H5ri>’ur). Recorded on migration in Punjab, 
Kangra, Gilgit, Pcshaw’ar and in large numbers in Sind and Baluchistan. 
Once in Kathmandu Valley, Nepal (Fleming, JBNHS 6S: 834). Affects 
Cereal cultivation. 

EhtrcEhztial. Breeds in Iran, the Middle-East, Oaticasus, southern Russia 
and the Balkans. 

wicRATioH. Found in winter quartcfs from September to early April 
Autumn pa^ge August-September (earliest 2 August); spring passage 
hlardi—ApriL In spring males tend to migrate in almost pure flocks passing 
through earlier, the females apparently passing ihrou^ later and quicker 
and thus tending to escape nonce. Direction of migrauon northwest-south- 
cast; a bird ringed in Kutch (e. 23‘'N„ 69'E.) on 26-ir.l959 was recovered 
on 26.V.1951 in Krasnodar dist. (c. 45*’N., 40'E. — USSR) r. 3700 km N\V. 
Another ringed in Kathiawar (e. 22*N., 7UE.) on 22ax.I964 was recovered 
on 16.V.1965 in Ci-prus (r, 35'N., 34'^E.) r. 4500 km in the same general 
trend. 

The extreme known distance benveen the breeding grounds and the 
Hiatcr quarters of this bunting, ridr Stresemaan (1944, Om. Afrecirf. 52: 
85-92), is r. 7000 km. A ringed bird has been ascertained to have flovra 
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r. 1000 fan in 7 dal’s. Thus, h5*po(hc(ically, such an extreme migrant would 
spend about 48 da^'s on passage each w*ay (total 96 days). About 90 days 
arc normally spent on the breeding grounds, and the remaining halL)’ear — - 
180 days — in the irinter quarters in India 1 


Emberizo melonocepholo 



Winter range 

cekeral habits. Keeps in flocks, often huge mixed swarms with Red- 
headed Buntmgs, feeding along crDss<ountry cart tracks and grain fields, 
sometimes causing serious damage to standing crops. On disturbance by the 
culiivaior's frantic shouts and scaring slings the swarm merely flics onto 
the surrounding trees, iooldng in the distance Eke a flush of bright 
blossoms. The birds return almost immediately to resume their depredatioa- 
In such flocks a vay large preponderance of >*clIow males has been noted. 
Large numbers also floed: to feed from ricks of paddy, bajra, etc. stacked in 
fields after harvesiing. Enormous con cen t ra tions roost in thorn scrub and 
thidxrts in tormpany wth House and YcUowthroated Sparrows. 

FOOD. Chiefly grass seeds and cer e a l grains — rice, wheat, josvar, bajra, 
etc. \ 

VDICE and calls- Only call-note in winter a musical fcorrf. Loud, 
pleasant whistling song of male sometimes heard before departure in 
spring. 

BREEDDto. Extralimital. 

hfcstcM DiACNosn. See Field Charactm. Female differs from 9 braaerps in 
boagUiger (cf. Measurtsscatj} and in the niap bring tinged with rtdina (r. yrilcw}. 

This spedcs, like £. Inseaps, has two moults each year; trallkc other Er-ftriea 
(»cd aH other osriaes) the fl^U-fcathers are r e n e w ed durti^ winter motdt into 
breeding phenage; xa adult female, moult is less extesahe. Pcatnupdal mouli 




HANDBOOK VOLUME 10 : 209-212 


buntings 


209 


Wm^uU .WdvT” “ ‘ -’“‘'■•"5 plnmngc • foUdw«I 

by a moult Jhordy aBor leavmg n«t into a juvonal plumage, and then by a moult in 

the wintering area mto adult plumage (Stresemann, E. & V., 1969, 'Die Mauser 
em^ger EmJm«-Arlen J. Om. IIO: 291-313; also Ticeburst, C. B.. Ibis 1S40: 

«rrr^''^.uT^’n' “f fulvous brown ohsolelely 

strrakrf with d«t brown, and tinged with olive-yellow on the rump. Underparts 
dull white, tinged with huff on the breast and with pale yellow on belly, the breast 
Bnely striated with dark brown; under tail-coverts pale vellow. Wings and tail as 
juvenile, the edges and tips of tertials and coverts now faded to creamv white and 
later fading to white; thwe median coverts which have been renewed have fulvous 
white tip?. 

bro™'"'^"'*" ® o’- but no yellow on belly, and sides of breast tinged 

MEASUREHEtm 


Wing BUI Tamis , Tail 

(from skull) 

eftf 92-100 15-17 20-23 69-78 mm 

8^92 - 16-17 21-22 65-71 mm 

(SA) 

Weight 3 ijiiji 29-32 g (Demendev). 7 d’d' (Oct.) 30-35 (av. 30-1): 6 0 0 
(Oct.) 27-31 (av, 29) g — SA. 

COIS3UM OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible homy brown; 

lower mandible yellowish homy. -Legs and feet fleshy brown. 


2044. Redheaded Bnnting. Emkeriza bnmiups Brandt 

Embtrita bnmiups Brandi, 1841, Bull. Sci. Acad. Imp. St. Peteisb. 9, col. 12 
(Turkmenia) 

Emherita tcterica Eversmann, 1842, Add. Fallas Zoogr. Hosso-Aslat. 2:10 
(Transcaspia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1134, Vol. 3: 215 
Plate 104. ftg. 16 

LOCAL NAMES. Condon (Hindi) j D^ilchidi (Sind) j Pcckcjinuivyi (Tclugu). 

SIZE. Sparrow -f ; length c. 17 cm (6J in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Abovf, crown rufous washed with yellow 
(golden brown). Upper back yellow; centre of back yellowish olive with 
blackish streaks; rump bright yellow. A whitish double wing-bar. Below, 
throat and sides of head cinnamon; sides of neck and rest of underparts 
yellow. 

Female. Above, brown streaked with darker brown. Bebw, huffish 
washed with yellow; under tail-coverts yellow. 

Confusingly like Q Blackheaded. For distinguishing in the hand see 2043 
(Museum Diagnosis). 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Mostly a winter visitor, common and 
widespread. Breeds in northern Baluchistan (Kalat, Quetta, Ziarat) between 
r, 1600 and 2400 ra where summer visitor only. Winters in most. of the 
Indian Peninsula plains from Haryana (Ambala), Rajasthan and Gujarat 

14 - 
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Emberiio farunlcepi and E. melonocepholo 



'f- 

"'ij. 



Distributional ranges. 

EH] Winter (largely overlapping). ' 
1 E. brmtietps (sou), a E. mthtmetphah ( 1043 ). 
east and south to northeastern Bangladesh (Rashid), eastern Madhya 
Pradesh, castem Maharashtra (Chanda), western Andhra Pradesh (Cudda- 
pah), southern Karnataka and ^vestem Tamil Nadu (Coimbatore). Migraici 
^rough Smd, Punjab, N.W.F.P., Gilgit and the Himala^-an foothills in 
Kangra, Lahul and Spiti. Has been recorded on passage once at 
c, 3000 m and once at c, 4600 m. Has strayed to southeastern Tibet in 
September {Ibis 1944: 36J). Affects cultivation, especially grain fields. 

Bxtralimttal. Ranges from Afghanistan north to the Altai, the northern 
Caspian region and northern Iran (where it hydridizes svith E. metanocephab). 

•MICRATJON. Autumn passage mostly in the second half of August and 
first half of September (earliest 22 July). Spring passage, March to early 
May (latest *9 June in Gilgit). 

GENERAL HABITS. Very Similar to those of E. tnelanocephcla with which it 
often consorts in enormous numbers in winter to ravage cereal crops. 

FOOD. As in 2043. 

VOICE and calls. As in 2043. In breeding season male usually sings in 
vicinity of nest. 

breeding. Season, May and June. AVr/, a cup of svccd-stalks and fibres 
fined u’ifh hair, trcll concealed in garden hedges, rose bushes, vines and 
peach trees, usually within a metre or so from the ground. Eg£s, normally 5, 
very pa/e green, finely freckled all over uith pale sepia and yellowish brown, 
more at the larger end. Thcrc is no scrawling as on most other buntings* 
eggs. Measurements: 21*5 x 1'5'5 to 22*5 x 15*5 and 22*5 X 16 mra 
(Ticeburst). 
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Mvseuu DiAOtiosts. See Field Characters. Moults as in E. mehnoeephah (2043) 
q.v., witli which it is often considered conspccific. The breeding ranges of the two 
are complementary and hybrids are found at points of contact. Winter ranges 
practically the same for both. y 

Young (juvenile). Upperparts with dark brown centres and o^raceous buff 
edges; underparts Fulvous white with a variable amount of spotting on throat, breast, 
and flanks; under tail-covcrts yellowish white; wing-covcrls and tertials brown with 
fulvous white edges and tips, broad on both webs of the tertials; flight-feathers brown, 
with pale outer edges; tail brown, the outer edges and outer pair of rcctriccs lighter. 

Postjuvcnal moult of body, odd lesser- and odd median-coverts in July. 

Firs t- win ter. Upperparts with heavy streaks of dark bro>vn and with fulvous- 
brown or fulvous-grcy edges, the streaks fine on rump and upper tail-covcrts; 
underparts white tinged with buff, and with dark brown streaks on breast and flanks 
and occasionally on breast, streaking very variable and absent in some; under tail- 
covcrts pale yellow; belly and rump tinged yellow in o', not in 9 3 wings as juvenile, 
but thc/fulvous white edges faded to creamy white or white; new median-coverts 
tipped rufous-wlutc. Birds arrive in winter quarten in this dress in Augxist and 
undergo a complete moult in October and November. 

First-spring male. Like adult, but less yellow on mantle; chestnut on crown 
extensive, fringes long and often streaked with blacM The breeding dress is 
acquired by abrasion of the brownish edges. 

First-spring f c m a 1 c . Like adult; possibly those with little or no yellow on 
rump and less yellow on underparts arc characterisdc of first-year birds, but this 
uncertain for lack of moulting material. 

After breeding there is an irregular moult of some of the feathers of the crown and 
body, and sometimes' of part ofthc tail. Birds arrive in winter quarters in this mttiure 
of worn breeding dress with a few jusl-mouUcd feathers, and perform a complete 
moult in October and November to spring dr^ (Ticchurst, C. B., /bis 1940: 523-5). 

measurements , 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 


tj’d’ 

9 9 


' (from skull) 

85-90 1W7-1 ,,, 22 / 69-70 mm 

82-85 15-16/ 165-67 mm- 

. (SA, HVV) 

Weight 11 (?> (April-Oci.) 22-27; 4 9 9 Ouly) 22-25 g (Faludao). 3 9 9 

coifl^^OT '^ARTT. Iris brown. Bill dork brlnm obovc, plumbeous bom 
Jotv^Legs and feet pale brown. 


2045- Chestnnt Bantitig. Embenza rutila PalW 


Emhmzb nsUh Pollor. 1776. Rciso Kuss.'Rddis 3: 698 
(Onon R.. SE. Transbaicalia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1135, Vol. 3: 216 
Plate 104, fig. IS 


W.NASIE. In/ gartdaia (Hindi). \ ^ 

’Mal’e'lXii&hostnut.^stei.diroat.ches.- 
est of underparts 5ulptar-y<^°"'- 


Female, Above, crown ashy brown with dark streaks, A wide brown 
band on sides of crown, bufitsh post-ocular streak and dark car-coverts. 
Back ashy brown with blackish sircaki^ rump chestnut. Bebw, throat huffish 
''with dark malar stripes. Breast yellowish olive finely streaked ; rest of under- 
parts yellow, flanks streaked svith dark brown. 

^ATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Scarcc winter visitor to Manipur, 
North Gachar arid the Jalpaiguri duars (one record). Obtained in SiWdm 
in March-April and in Nepal in April (once — Rand & Fleming, 1957). 


Embtrita rutilo 



Extralimital. Breeds in southeastern Siberia from Lake Baikal to Amur- 
jid and Mandmria. Winters in Burma, southern China and nortlicm 

idochincse countries. '' • a 

GENERAL HABITS. Usually in flocks m wontcr. Feeds on the ground, flief 

p into trees or biuhes when disturbed. 

FOOD. Seeds (of grasses, bamboo, ele.). 

VOICE and calls. A thin high Us»p svhen dmuibed (Sm>iturs). 

DREEnmO. ExtralimstaL 

Muselui Diagnosis, Sec Field CharACters. 

Young. Ciou-n, mantle and icapulan .trealed black and edg^ 

Ira .mge of chestnut on crown. Rump and upper talKcicr,. 
le black streaks. Indiitinct supercilium dull Imfliih wbiie. 

tssu^oycn. brown tinged ehesmut. Cieatn- .nd n.ed,.o.emei.. 
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dark brown with ochraccous tips and edges. Chin and throat dull white more or 
less streaked with blackish, forming a moustache. Postju\*enaI moult of body- 
feathers, lesser-, median- and grcater-covcxts. 

- First-year male like adult female but chin and t^al whiibh tinged chestnut. 
Breast chestnut fringed whidsh. A brown momtathial strcalc. Crown chestnut 
streaked with black, tips whitish. Chestnut of adult assumed by spring moult of head 
and throat. 

Hrst-year female has no chestnut on crovk-n and breast; throat and upper 
breast sordid white finely streaked with dark brown. Sides of head mottled fulvous. 


brown and white. 
measurements 

Wing 

Bm 

Tarsus 

Tail 

74-77 

(from skull) 
c. H 

19-20 

56-59 mm 


(Baker; blU by MD) 


COLOURS OF BAR£ PARTS. Iris hazel to dark bro^^m. Bill: upper mandible dark 
homy, lower mandible and gape yellotvish homy. Legs and feet pale ydlowish 
brown. 


2046. Yellowbrcasted Bunting. Emheriza aureola aureola Pallas 

Enberiza Avreola 1773, Rose Russ. Rcichs 2: 711 

(Irt>’sh River, Siberia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1131, Vol. 3: 210 
Plate 104, fig. 11 

LOCAL rtAWEs. Nonc mcorded- 

sizE. Sparrow; length e, 15 cm (6 in.). 

'"‘FiEt-D CHARACTERS. Male (summcr). .dfrore, forehead and sides ofhead 
blacldsh b^o^^^^- Grown, nape, sides of nedt, 
back and rump deep dtestnut. A large white 
shoulder-patch and a narrotv white \ring-bar. 
Tail dark browm tvith outer rectrices largely 
white. Below f chin ’and upper throat blackish 
bronm; throat yellow, this colour extending to 
-sides of neck ^ a chestnut collar on upper breast; 
rest of underparts yellow, flanks streaked %vith 
blackish brown. 

Male in winter lacks the black mask but has dark ear-coverts and a 
conspicuous ycllotvish supercilium. Rest of plumagc riroilar but dulled by 
pale bronm fringes. 

Female. Above, brown streaked with dark brown; some chestnut on 
nimp. A buff* supercilium and dark car-coverts. Wing-paltcm as in male 
but white replac^ by buff*. Tail as in male- Bffoiu, yellow, brighter on belly 
and sullied \rith brown on breast. Flanks streaked with dark brown. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION' and HABITAT. Winter visitor, common and abimd- 
ant in the easternmost parts, scarce elsewhere: Manipur, Meghalaya, Bangla- 
desh (all parts — Rashid), the plains of the Brahmaputra, Anmachal 
Pradesh, Bhutan (?), northern Bengal, Sikkim and Nepal, rarely west to 
Ambala QBNHS 31: 1003 and 39: 86). One record from the Baluchistan 
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Emhfhe mtnota 



Breeding Winter 

I aureola (2046), 2 omata (R£). 


coast (JBNHS 31 : 868} and one from the Nicobars, out of a flock of about 
20 (SF 1 ; 258). Affects cultis'ation and grassland, hedgerow, gardens and 
sometimes thr^ing floors and market-places in and around hamlets; in the 
hills up to c. 1500 m. 

Exiralimtal^ Breeds from Finland to eastern Siberia. A subspecies in 
Kamchatka, Sakhalin, Hokkaido and Amurland south to Korea. Winters in 
Burma, southern China and the Indochinese countries. 

MIGRATION. Occurs in wntcr quarters from October (carKcst 7 Oct.) to 
the end of April. Passage recorded in southeastern Tibet, 2800 m in May, 
and in Nepal Valley. 

CENEBAi- HABITS. In winter usually keeps in flocks, sometimes numbering 
up to 200 individuals, commonly in association with Spotted and other 
munlas. Feeds on the groimd, flics up into trees when disturbed. Roosts 
communally in busKcs. ' 

FOOD. Seeds (grass, bamboo, rice, etc.); occasionally insects. Recorded 
hawldng fl>ing insects from bushes (Stanford, JBNHS 37: 872). 

VOICE and calls. Call-notes, a short i:ipp and a soft trifling note trssit 
(Smythies) . A sweet chirping sqng may be heard in winter quarten in March 
and April before departure; uttered from bare tops of small trees. 

BREEDING. ExtraliimtaL 

Museum Diaososts. Sec Field CharajCicts. Positiuptlal moult completed before 
arrival. Spring moult of face and part of throat in winter quarters. 

Young. Abort, nearly like female. Below, pale yellowish heavily streaked with 
brown on breast and flanks. 


MEASUREMENTS 
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Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 



(from skull) 




77-83 \ 
72-76/ 

13-14 

20-21 

r 57-68 
\54-6O 

mm 

mm 


(HW) 

Weight 1 (spring) 21*7 g (GD). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill blackish brown above and at lip, 
brownish flesh below. Legs and feet brown. 


2047. Black&ced Banting. Emberiza spodovephala sordida Blytli 

£.(mifriea) sordtda * Hodgson * = Blyth, 1845 (1844), Jour, Asiat. Soc, Bengal 
13 : 958 (Nepal) 

£.(rttmefl) mr/anc/>r Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14 : 554 (Tipperah) 
Baker, FBI No. 1132, Vol. 3: 212 , 

PUte 104, fig. 14 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow'; length r. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, base of bill, lores and roimd e>'C 
blac^ Head and nape oUve-grey, Back brown with blackish streaks. A 
wHtish and a buff w'ing-bar. Outer rectrices wHtc con^icuous in flight. 
Below, chin black. Throat and breast oUve-grey. Belly v‘ery pale yellow. 

'Most conspicuous field character: black patch on lores showing up 
against dark greenish head and neck ’ (Stanford). 

Female. Above, crown rufous-brown streaked with dark brown like 
back. A pale supercilium and dark car-coverts. Tail as in male. Below, pale 
yellow with dark moustachlal streak, breast and flanks streaked with dark 
brown. 

STATUS, DrsTRiBunoN and habitat. Common winter \isiior-to hiaiupur, 
Nagaland, Mcghala^n, Bangladesh (all parts) and the plains ofthc Brahma- 
putra; less common in the Jalpaiguri and Sikkim duars to eastern Nepal. 
Kathmandu Valley (Fleming, JBNHS 68: 834). Affects high grass, bamboo 
and scrub jungle, hedgerovvs In village compounds, margins of riccficlds 
and marshes; in tlic hills up to r, 1000 m. 

Exiralirdtal. Western China from northern Yunnan and northern Hupeh 
to K^u and T^igKai. Other subspecies in Japan, Sakhalin and west in 
Siberia to \ akutia and the Allah The species winters in southern fTblna, 
NE. Burma, and the Indociuntac countries. 

migration. Occurs in winter quarters from October (earUcst 24 Oct.) to 
April (latest 7 Apr.). Recorded on passage at c, 2700 m in Sikkim on 19 
December. 

CENER^ habits. Kccps in pairs or small flocks of four to six birds; 
usually in cover and near water. Feeds on the ground in damp paddy 
stubbles or on tnoUi edges of jhcch and tanks. ^Mso on ripening paddy in the 
ear. Fl^hi of flock disorderly and undulating, reminiscent of a flock of 
tnunlas. ^ 

roOD. Rice and other seeds. 
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Emberho spedocephole 



; : Breeding Winter 

I scri*d!a (2047), a cxtralimilal subspedes. 


VOICE and calls. Call-note tsik. 

BREEDING. ExtralimJtaJ. 

Mlszum Diacsosts. See Field Cbaracten. 

First-year male, like adult but chin and throat more suffused with yellow and 
marked with arrow-shaped streaks, 

MEASURTMENTS 

IVing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

d'V 74-79 14—15 c. 19 60-64 rom 

(Baker; bill by MD) 

Weight 1 o' 18 g (SDR). 

COLOtntS OF BASE PARTS. Illi bfOwn. BDl: upper mandible blaek, tomla arvf tnww 
mandible whitish hom, lip dark hom. Legs and feet pale brownish flesh. 


2048. Wldteeapped Banting. Eznheriza strwarB. (Blyth) 

Essfnza Sincere Blyth, 1854, Jour. Asiat, Soc, Bengal 23: 215 
(Landour and D^ira Dun) 

Baker, FBI No. 1124, VoL 3: 203 
PUte HM, Gg. 5 
LOCAL NAMES. Nonc recorded. 

SUE. Sparrow; length c. 15 eta (6 in-). 
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FIELD CHARACTERS, ^alc. Abovf, CTOwn grcyj a broad black cye-stripc 
from lores to nape; checks whitish. Back and nin^ chestnut; tail brown, 
outer rcctriccs white. Below, breast white; lower breast chestnut. Rest of 
underparts fulvous white, flanks streaked with chestnut. Colour pattern 
obscured by pale fulvous edges after postnuptial mouK. 

CrovvTi becomes nearly white (by abrasion) before spring emigration. 

F emale. Above, he^ greyish brown; lores and round the eye fulvous; 
car-coverts and sides of neck brown. Back' streaked with dark brown; rump 
rufous-chestnut. Outer rectriccs white. Below, throat fulvous-buff with dark 
tnoustachial streak. Breast rufous; rest of underparts fulvous with dark 
streaks. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Common summer (breeding) visitor 
and short-range migrant. Breeds in Pakistan from northern Baluchistan 
north to Chitral, Gilgit, Astor and Baltistan, and along the Himalayan foou 
hills through Murrcc and Kashmir to Garhwal. Breeds between e. 2200 and 


Bmbtriza stewerti 



2700 m in the Quetta and Ghagai districts, between 1500 and 2300 m, 
locally 2700 m in Gilgit, Baltistan and Kashmir, up to 3000 m in the 
Kurram Valley, to 3300 m in Gilgit, 3600 m in Chitral (Fulton), and 
between 1200 and 1800 m in Chamba, Kangra and Kulu (Whistler); scanty 
data from farther east but apparently between c. 1500 and 2400 m in 
Garhwal {J^idijkation 3: 93). Afiects grassy and rocky hillsides with or wtli- 
out bushes. Usually avoids cultivation, but in Gilgit freely nests in gardens. 
Prefers bare rocky slopes whereas E.fucata frequents bush and scrub. Ranges 
of E. sUwarti and E. da do not appear to overlap, the former replacing da 
at lower levels on more open arid ground; both species may occasionally be 
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seen side by side. In northern Baluchistan also found in jumper forest. 
Winters in the foothills from N.W.F.P. and tlie Salt Range cast to 
centra] Nepal (Rand & Fleming, Fieldiena 41; 210), and in the plains of 
Punjab, Haryana, western Uttar Pradesh (to Etawah), Rajasthan [Jodhpur, 
Ajmer, and Bharatpur (once)], hfadhya Pradesh (common in the northern 
part), northeastern Maharashtra (Nagpur — D’Abrcu) and Gujarat [once 
to Ja^an QBNHS 59: 956)]. There arc no winter data from cither Balu- 
chistan or Sind, except for odd records from Quetta and the Khirthar Range 
in December. Aficcts grass)' scrub-jungle and olive-groves etc. In the 
Himalayan foothills occurs commonly between c. 200 and HOO m, in smaller 
numbers up to I800.m, seldom 2500 m (Simla). ' 

Extralimltal. Afghanistan, eastern Iran and north to souUieastcm 
Kaaakhstan. 

wicRATiON. Occurs on summer grounds from April to September, post- 
breeding dispersal beginning in August. Autumn passage mostly in Septem- 
ber, spring passage March to mid April. Abundant passage noted in Chagai 
(Baluchistan), Kashmir, Simla and Dchra Dun. 

GENERAL HABITS. Grcgarfous in ivintcr uhen usually found in snull 
floclcs, sometimes in company with other buntings. Feeds on the ground; 
tends to sit about stolidly on bushes or leafless brandies of trees when not 
feeding, often with * crest * partially raised. 

FOOD. Mainly seeds of grass etc. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a sharp tit reminiscent of that of Cetlia 
brunnifrons (HW). Song rendered as a monotonous i^wig-zwig-zuig (Bates & 
Lowthcr); resembles that of the Yellow Bunting {E. dlrinella) minus the last 
long-drawn note (BBO). Sings from exposed branches or top of boulders. 

BREEDING. Season, mid April to July. AVj/, a cup of grass bents and fibres 
lined witli hair or wool, placed on the ground under a bush, tuft of grass, or 
boulder on steep slopes, sometimes in crevices in rocks. Eggs, 3 to 5, usiudly 
4, dull white mottled and blotched svith dark brown and pale purplish grey 
svith sometimes a few streaks. Average size of 98 eggs 19*5 X 14*6 mm 
(Osmaston), of 100 eggs 19*7 X 14*7 mm (Baker). 

MusEusr Diagnosis. See Field Characters. Freshly moulted plumage (in autumn) 
dulled by pale fulvous edges. Tlierc is no spring moult; breeding plumage results 
from abrasion of fulvous edges- Pattern of plumage somewhat inconstant. In the 
male a black throat-patcli may be present or absent and amount of chestnut on 
wing-coverts variable. 

Young, similar to adult 9 except that absence of fulvous fringes to feAlhers 
makes streaking appear more sharply defined ; no trace of chestnut on breast. 

MeASVR£S.mNT5 


Wing 

Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



78-82 \ 
72-81 / 

12-14 

IB-19 

64-70 mm 



(MD, Rand & Fleming) 


Weight 13 {fcf (April-June) J2-9-17;5 9 9 (April-Junc) 13-16*7 g (Pabdan). 
6 ri’o' (Mar.-Apr.) lG-18 (av. 17); 11 9 9 (Mar.-Apr.) 13-17 (nv. I5)e — SA. 

COLOURS OP BARE PART*. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible darkbrovm, 
lower plumbeous; mouth fleshy. Legs and feet brownbh flesh. 
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EMBERIZIDAE 


2049. Ortolaa Bontiog. Emberiz^ hortulana Linnaeus 
Emheriza Hortulana Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 177 (Europa « Sweden) 
Baker, FBI No. 1 1 30, Vol. 3 : 209 
Plate 104, fig. 7 

local names. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc. Abovf, hcad olive indistinctly streaked, with 
a conspicuous pale yellow cyc-ring. Back brotvn with blackish streaks. Outer 
rcctriccs white. Below, throat pa/e yellow with distinct dark moustachial 
streaks, and dark Actings on sides and lower part. Rest of underparts 
bufflsh rufous. 

Female. Above, brown w'lth dark streaks; a noticeable eye-ring. Below, 
cream-bufT with dark moustachial streaks and heavy streaks on breast and 
flanks. Outer rcctriccs white. 

Yellow* throat distinguishes tlic male from E. buchasiani, 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT Vagrant; on spring migration 
obtained twice in Gilgit {Ibis 1881: 80 and 574) and once in Kashmir 
(JBNHS 18: 463). Sight recorded at Delhi, 18-19 April 1970 (P. Jackson & 
A. J. Gaston, JBNHS 69 (3) : 654-5). Affects orchai^ or grassy slopes with 
bushes. 

Extralimltal. Breeds in the western Palaearctic from the Altai and Iran 
west to Scandinavia and Spain. Winters from the Mediterranean to Senegal 
and Somalia, Arabia and Iran. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 2050. 

FOOD. Seeds and insects. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note on migration and in winter quarters, a sharp 
twiek. Wlicn disturbed, a soft pt-pt or (Jackson). Different notes arc 

uttered on breeding grounds (MD). 

Mussum Diacnosb. See Field Characten. For details of plumage see Baker, 


Joe. fir. y 




MKA SURRMFNTS 




Wing 

■ Bill 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



o' o’ 80-92 \ 

9 9 78-90 / 

f. 14 

19-20 

62-CO mm 


(Dementiev, MD) 

Weight o'ri' 21-22 g (Dementiev), 

COLOURS or HARE TART*. Iris dark brown. Bill, legs and feel reddish brown. 


2050. Grej necked Bonring. Emheriz^ buchrr.ani btiekanani Blyth 
C.irnheriza) Biuhanant Bl)th, IB45 (1844), Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13: 957 
(Indian Peninsula) 

Eu.{sp\za) HutUrA Bhth, 1819, Jcur. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 10: Cl I 
(Afghanutan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1129. Vol. 3: 203 
Plate ItM, Fig. 4 
LOCAL NAME. (Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c, 15 cm (6 in.). 


FIELD cii.\RACTERs. Male. Above, head grey ts’itli a conspicuous whitish 
cyc-ring. Rest of uppcrparls brotvn slightly tinged with rufous and with 
darker streaks on back. Tail brown, distinctly forked; outer rcctriccs white. 
Below, throat more or less mottled rufous and whitish; nn indistinct dark 
moustachial streak. Breast rufous-chestnut, in fresh (autumn) plumage 
dulled by pale fringes. 

Female similar to male but a little duller; moustachial streak somewhat 
more noticeable. 

Wliitish eye-ring a very conspicuous feature in both sexes. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT, Mostly winter visitor to westera and 
central India, from nortliem Gujarat (including the Kathiawar Peninsula 
and Kutch) cast and south to central Uttar Pradesh (Lucknow), eastern 
Maharashtra (Nagpur), northern Andhra Pradesh (Asifabad, e. 80*E.) and 


Emherho buchanoni , 



Distribuiional ranges ' 

■I Brerdins CZI 

I (5ojo), I mahma (KE), 3 ‘ ( -I- 

tra. K.m»ud.a {M.rikn.ivS, . irN.. JBNHS «= 
d, perhaps not regularly. Affects 
horbia-covxrcd broken IiilMdc*, etc. • — *) 7 iical P 

letimeJ jtubblc ficldi. nducbiitin (OiL'tta) 

I Karce .ummer (brccdinR) yu.ior lo no ^ on 

««« .. 1650 >u>d 2400 ^ lih ICW: 

r 

uV In inmmrr alTccu dry itony fooshd!. Safed 
Adjnrcnt p.rU of Afab^not;!/, C.rd«, S.W 
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Koh) and northern Afghanistan. The species ranges north to the Altai and 
west to Armenia.* 

MIGRATION'. Breeders arrive in Baluchistan in March, depart in September. 
Abundant passage through Kutch in September and March. Recorded in 
winter quarters from October (earliest 8 October) to April (latest 1 8 April 
in Andhra, 29 April in Gujarat). Spring passage mostly in April, autumn 
passage mostly in September. Migrates through Sind, Baluchistan (from the 
Makran Coast to Chagai), N.^V.F.P., Gilgit, Kashmir (rare), Punjab, 
Haryana and the foothills east to Dhunda, N. of Mtissooree c. 78°3Q'E. (in 
the last locality as late as 25 May). 

CENERAI. HABrrs. Gregarious in ssinter when usually met svith in small 
scattered flocks of 8 to 20 birds, sometimes in larger flocks in company with 
other buntings. During spring migration apparently keeps isolated or in 
pairs. Feeds on the ground. Flight, gait on ground, and general behas-iour 
very plpit-Iike. 

FOOD. Chiefly seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, in trinter, a subdued click. Song apparently 
identical with that of Ortolan Bunting (cf. Erard & Etchecopar, 1970), 
a pleasant melancholy ditty of about five notes, first four on same tone, last 
lower. 

DREEDixe. Season^ May and June. Aiji, a cup of coarse grass and fibres 
lined with finer grass steins, placed oh the ground under a stone or a tuft of 
grass- white, blotched, spotted and hair^streaked with deep reddish 

brown. They measure from 19 X 14*9 to 20-3 X 35-9 mm (Baker). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. For details of plumage see Baker, 
loc. cit. 


MEASURESIENTS 



Wing 

BiU 

(from 5ku]l} 

Tanus 

Tail 

d't? 

85-93 

13-15 

19-22 

69-79 mm 

9 V 

81-88 

12-15 

19-20 

67-72 mm 


(H\V, SA, CBT) 

Weight 10 6^^ (May-July) lB-26; 799 (May-July) 19-24 g (Paludan). 
8 <?<? (Oct.) 17-22 (av. 20-1); 10 9 9 (O-.l.) 20-22 (av. 20-9) g — SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris Srown. BUI 'pale brownish yellow or brownish 
orangc-yellow; mouth yellowish flesh. Legs and feel brownish flesh. 

£^^]ERIZA CIA Lintiaem 
Key to the Subspecies 


A Cro%vn> 5 tripes black ® 

1 Paler, less rufous above, belly huffish rufous.. ,,,E.c.par 222 

2 Darker, more rufous above, belly chestnut £.<. straeh^ 223 

B Crowm-stripes deep chestnut 

^ P^cr E. c. khoTTunsis 224 

4 Darker, more richly coloured £. c. junnanensU 225 


and western poputau'oru (mebicura and 
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2051. Transcaspian, Rock Banting. Embniza da par Hartert 

Emheriza cia par Hartert, 1904, Vog. pal. Fauna 1 : 184 
(Gudan, Transcaspia) 

Baker, FBI No. 1126, Vol. 3; 206 
LOCAL NAsiES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIEED CHARACTERS. As in 2052. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Summer (breeding) Nisitor to 
N.W.F.P. south to IVaziristan and possibly northern Baluchistan (cf. 
JBNHS 31: 867), and’ cast in Hazara, Hunza, Gilgit, Astor, Baltislan, 


Emberixa cia 



Biillill!) Breeding. Broken line in west = winter extension of x. 

1 par (2051), 2 jtTOch^ (2052), 3 khammsh (2053), ^yunnenensis (2054). 

Ladakh, Suru Valley, Lahul and Spiti. Specimens from the following 
localities are intermediate between par and strach^l : Kagan Valley, Cliitral, 
Hunza, Gilgit, Astor, Baltistan, Baltal, Lolab, Suru, Dras and Sind valleys, 
Laliul and Spiti. 

Breeds from c. 2700 m up to 3300 m (Safed Koh) and up to 4200 m from 
Chilral to Lahul. kVinters below e. 2800 m in Baltistan, Gilgit and Chitral, 
in X.W.F.P. south to Quetta (rare), in the Punjab foothills •(below r. 600 m) 
and in the plains south to Bahawalpur, Haryana to Ambala and Delhi, 
Dehra Dun, ii cslem Nepal (var)’ing between par and strack^i fide Rand & 
Fleming, 1957: 210). A specimen from Varanasi (Benares), Brit. Mus. 
AfTccts dr)' rocky hillsides with grass and bushes. In the plains frequents 
semi-desert, neighbourhood of canal cultivation, cotton fields and pampas 
grass.. 
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ExlraUmitaL Extends w’cst to Iran and north to the Altai. The species 
ranges west to Spain and Morocco and to Amurland and ^vcstem China. 

MIGRATION, Occurs in winter quarters from November to March, a few 
birds until April. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 2052. 

BREEDING. As in 2032. 


Museum Diacnosb. Differs from streck^i (2052) in bcipg paler, less rufous above. 
Rufous of belly more buffbh, less chestnut. 

SfEASURESIENTS 


99 


^Ving Bill q'arsus 

(from skull) 

80-87 \ 

75-89/ '9-2' 


‘fail 


{ 


75-81 mm 
66-79 mm 


(H^V, Paludan) 

Weight 17 cJ’o' (Marcb~July) 18'9-26*1-, 899 (Marcb-July) I8-9-22'5 g 
(Paludan). 

COLOURS or DARE PARTS. As in 2052. 


2052. H i mala yan Rock Bunting. Emberiza cia strach^i Moore 


Embfriza strack^ Moore, 1856 (1855), Proc. ZooJ. Soc. London; 215, pi. 1 12 
(Kumaon) 

Baker, FBI No. 1125, VoL 3; 205 
* Plate 104, fig. 6 

local name. IFcn tsar (Kashmir). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

raLD CHARACTERS. Male. Above, head bluish grey; black coronal 
stripes, black cyc-stripc, black moustachial streak looping up to join eyc- 
stripc bcliind’ cheeks. Cheeks and supcrcilium whitish. Back chestnut-brown 
strciked with black. Rump rufous-chestnut. Outer recirices white, often 
fiasltcd open. Below, throat and breast bluish ashy; test of underparts rufous- 
chestnuL 

Female like male but duller. 


Distinguished from rather similar E.fucala (2035) and E. stiwarli (201 
by bluish gre>' breast. 

status; DisT^unos and habitat. Common resident, subject to vcrtii 
movements. Western HimaUt^-as south of the main range from Hazara a 
Murrec through Kashmir (the commonest bunting) and east to cent 
Nepal (Lowndes, JBNHS 53: 34). See 2051 for localities where Intergrat 
occur. Breeds between r. 2000 and 3600 m (Kashmir to Simla) in smal 
num^rs down to c. 1500 m (Kulu), between 2400 and 4000 m’ (Garhw 
jnd bets^n 3000 and 3900 m (Nepal). H’inters (beginning of Noveml 
to .March) mostly below c. 2100 m (once 3600 m), down to c 600 m 
sratern Nepal obtained at r. 2500-2700 m (intermediate in varying dc^ 
between this race and per). Affects grassy- and bU 5 b.clad slopes in bouldi 
of^Uivat^if' country-, juniper forest, open pine forest and, locally, 
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Extraiimilal. Adjdcenl parts of southern Tibet. 

CEN’ERAL HABrrs. Kccps Singly, in pairs or small flock?. Feeds on the 
ground, perches on bushes or trees. Tail constantly flicked open, flashing 
white outer recirices. 

FOOD. Seeds, grain and insects. 

VOICE and CALLS. Contact-note when feeding in flock, a thin subdued 
mousc-lLke squeak isi or szvip oft repeated. An agitated plaintive su'ee, xwee 
when an intruder near nesr. .A twittering song, reminiscent of the Goldfinch’s 
but shorter. 

BREEDING. Seoson, Ma)' to .August according to altitude. AVh, a deepish 
cup of dr>’ grass lined with hair, placed on the ground on steep slopes, at the 
base of a bush or under a tuft of grass, occasionally in a low bush, well 
concealed. An unusual site recorded was in a bough ofa fir tree 2*7 m above 
ground. Eggs, usually 3, sometimes 4, greyish while marked with dark 
purplish scrawls, spots and blotches. Average size of 102 eggs 21 -5 x 15-7 
mm (Osmasion). Building of nest and care of young by both sexes, incuba- 
tion apparently by female only. Frequently brood-parasitized by Cuculus 
canorus. 

Musecsi Diagnosis. See Field Characters; for distinction from sec 2051, 
under Museum Diagnosis. 

5'oun g. Ahocc, rufous broivn densr))- streaked with black. Brlcw, fulvousstreafced 
uith dark brown on throat, breast and flanks. 

MEASimEMENTS 

Wing Tail 

(J *9 78-87 71-79 mm (Baker). Rest as in 2051. 

Weight U cr9 (April- .Ma>) 18-21 (av. 19-3) g— SA 

COLOURS OF DARE PARTS. Iris browTi. Bill: upper mandible and tip oflosscr black; 
base of lower mandible pale blue. Legs and feet brownish flesh. 


, 2053. Tibetan Rock Bunting. Emberiza da hhamensis Sushkin 

Embrriza gtjdUxcskii kharnensis Sushkin, 1925, Proc. Boston Soc, Nat. Hist. 33: 26 
(River Dza-chu, upper hlekong) 

Baker, FBI No. 1127 (part), Vol. 3: 207 

LOCAL Namzis. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 13 cm (6 in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 2052, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION' and HABITAT. Common resident, suiycct to vertical 
movcmcnls. Southeastern Tibet and northern Arunachal Pradesh, breeding 
between 2700 and 4200 m, wintering between 2200 and 3300 m- Presumably 
occurs in winter in Bhutan, Sikkim and eastern Nepal since many birds 
were ohsers-ed migrating through Arun Valley in August and September 
(Ibis 1922: 524). Affects drj- slopes with bushes and rocla. 

Extrclimital. Eastern Tibet to svestern Szecliuan and southern Tsinghai, 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 2052. 

BREEDIXG. Season, June-July. ^est and eggs, as in 2052. Average size of 
3 eggs 22'5 X I5‘7 mm (Ludlow). 
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being more richly coloured 

Tail 

r 75-83 mm . 
L 70-*79 mm 
(NBK) 


2054. Ytmzum Rock Bnnting. Emherizc ciayvnnantTisu Sharpe 

Emhenzaymrunansis Sharpe, 1902, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl. 13: 12 
(Gvi-dzin-Shan, caat of Talifu) 

Baker, FBI No. 1128, Vol. 3: 207 
LOCAL NASiEs. Nonc recorded. ' 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 2052, q.v. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor to southeastern Tibet. 
May occur in the higher hills of Arunachal Pradesh. 

Extralimital. Breeds in northern Yunnan and north to northeastern 
Szechuan and western Hupeh. 

GENERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 2052- 

Museum DiAO.^iosis. Similar Xokhamensis (2053) but darker, more richly coloured. 
MEASUREMENTS and COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 2053. 

E&iberiza fucata Pallas 
Key to the Sohspeciet 

Head grey, upperparts chestnut E.f.fveata 

Head purer gre>', upperparts richer chestnut E.f. arcuaia 


Museum Diagnosis. DifTcra from slreeh^ (2052) in 
and haring the coronal stripes deep chestnut. 

MEASUREMENTS 

^V^ng Bill 

(from skull) 

81-90 \ 

9 9 76-81 / 


13-14 


COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. As in 2052. 


2055. Indian Greyheaded*Banting« Emberizfi fueala arcuata Sharpe 

E.irnbtTtza) areveta Sharpe, 1888, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus. 12: 494 
(Himalayas, restricted to Simla by Baker, 1926, FBI 3: 199) 

Baker, FBI No. 1121, Vol. 3: 199 
Plate 104, fig. 10 

local NAME. Pdtthdr-chhia Hindi). 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD characters. Male. Above^ crown and nape grey streaked wth 
blhck; car-coverts chestnut. Back rufous-brown densely streaked with black; 
rump rufous. Wings brown, tertiaU black edged with rufous-chestnut; 
shoulder rufous. Outer rectriecs white. Below, throat and upper breast white 
with black moustachial stripes and dense streaWng on breast forming a 
black gorget; lower breast ^estnut. Flanks rufous-chestnut stieaked with 
dark brown; belly whitish buff. 

Female, similar to male but paler and duller: crown pale brown rather . 
than grey; a short, whitish superciUum. 

15 
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Grejish hindneck, chestnut car-coverts, chestnut scapulars and white 
outer rcctriccs very noticeable in flight. 

STATUS, DrsTRiBunoN and habitat. Uncommon resident, subject to 
vertical movements. Western HimalajTis from Chitral (Reshan, Mastuj* 
.Valley, fairly common — Perreau, JBNHS 19: 913), Hazara and Murrcc 
cast to Garhw’al, Kumaon and western Nepal (Makala, in June) [specimens 
from last three regions in ^rit. hfus.]. Also im^tcd specimens from Daijetl- 
ing (Hume), Dafla Hills (God\rin-Austcn) and Khasi Hills (Gould), ‘ seem 

Bmberixa fucata 



intermediate but perhaps nearer to orevata * (HW). Sec cxtralimital distribu- 
tion, below. Breeds between c. 1800 and 2300 m in Kashmir, 1650 and 
2700 m in Kulu. Winters from at least 1500 m dowTi to the foothills and 
adjacent plains [Saharanpur (SA), Ambala (Jones)]. Affects hillsides with 
bushes and scrub of Berbrn^, CoteneasUr, jndi^fera, wild rose and juniper, 
especially along rivers. In winter also on su’ampy ground. 

Extralimital. Northern Afghanistan QASB 55: 85, 1887), Burma (Mt 
Victoria and north-cast Burma, apparently in Mntcr-^Sm>ihics, 1953), 
Yunnan, Szechuan and Kweichow (cf. Cheng, 1953, also Traylor, M. A., 
1967).' Other subspecies in eastern China (Kwangtung to Kiangsu), northern 
China, Manc^iuria, Amurland and Japan, wintering in southern Japan, 
southern China and northern Indochinese countries. 

CENTRAL habits. Keeps in pain ,or small parties according to season, 
close to the ground amongst low herbage. Feeds on the ground. In winter 
quarten oflen roosts in marshy reed-beds, 

FOOD. Grass seeds and small insects. 
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VOICE and calls. A bright, short, typically buntiiig song; may be 
rendered as chick-chick^hPll get used to ^•ou-chick (Osmaston) uttered from a 
bush or from top of high weeds. 

breeding. Season, May to July. J^est, a cup of dry grass lined with hair, 
placed on the ground under a bush or tuft of grass on a steep slope. Eggs, 
3 or 4, pale greenbh grey speckled >rith dull reddish and purplish broivn, 
w’ithout scrawls. Average size of 10 eggs 19»9 X 15*6 mm (Osmaston). 

Museum Diagnosis. Sec Field Characters. Differs from nominate Joratc (2055a)* 
in haring the head purer grey and the upperparts richer chestnut, Jess fulvous; 
black markings on sides of throat and breast usually heavier and more numerous; 
flanks richer rufous. 

In this and E. pusilla (2056) the tail-fcatbcn arc narrower and more pointed at 
tips than in most other buntinp. 

MEASUREkfENTS 

Wing 69-71; tail 65-67 mm (Baker). Rest as in 2055a. 

Weights o’o’ (April-Junc) 18-21; 7 9 9 (April-Junc) 16-19g — SA. 

COLOURS OP BARE PARTS. Iris dark brown. Bill: upper mandible dark homy 
brown; lower mandible pale homy brown. Legs and feel pale fleshy brown. 


2055a. Amur Greyheaded Bontiisg. Emberiza fucata fucata Fallas 

Emberizo fucata Pallas, 1776, Rcisc Russ. Rcichs 3; 698 
(Onon and Ingoda Rivers) 

Baker, FBI No. 1120, Vol. 3: 198 

LOCAL NAMES. None recorded. 

SIZE. Sparrow; length c. 15 cm (6 in.). 

HELD CHARACTERS. As in 2055, q.v. 

STATUS, distribution and habitat. Winter visitor, locally common. 
Manipur, Nagaland, Afcghaiaya, Assam, most of Bangladesh, Arunachal 
Prad^ and Bhutan foothills, Jalpaiguri duars, west to eastern Nepal 
(Hodgson; also Fleming Si Traylor, 1968, Fieldiana 53; 190). Affects wet 
stubbles, marshes, grassland and busJies, usually in the lowlands. 

Extralimtlal. Breeds in Amurland, Manclmria and Japan; winters in 
Southern China and norilicm IndocJiincsc countries. 

migration. Arrives in printer quarters in early November, departs in 
. April (latest 14 May in Burma). 

OE.NERAL HABITS, FOOD and VOICE. As in 2055. 

breeding. ExtralimitaL 

Museum DiACNosa. Sec 2055. 

MeASUREice.Nn 

Wing Bill Tarsui Tail 

(from skull) 

71-76 15-16 22-23 62-65 mm 

(Baker; bill by MD) 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Irxi bftmTi. Bill flcihy brown, darker on oilmen, paler 
below. Legs and feet fleshy )-cHow to flcsliy pink. 


2056. Litrie Bantsng. Emberiza pusilla Pallas 

Embtriza pusilla Pallas, 1776, Rcisc Russ. Rcichs 3: 697 
(Transbaiialian Alps) 

Baker, FBI No. 1 122, Vol. 3: 200 
Plate 104, fig. 9 

local name. Dao miji (Cachari). 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c. 14 cm (5| in.). 
field characters. Male. Above. A rufous median coronal 
!>cnvccn two broad black stripes on sides of crown. SuperciUum and side of 
1 . ^^ rufous with a dark spot on ear-coverts. Rest of upperparts rufous-brown 
itreaked seilh blackish. Outer rectriecs white. Dtlow, chin rufous, rest of 
anderparts white streaked srith black on breast and fianlts. 

Female, similar but duller. .. n i a 

CasuaUy confusable svith Tree Pipit, but rufous patdi on sides of head and 
aoticcably forked tail, though also with white outer feathers, diagnmtic. 

STATUS, msTWDtrnou and haditat. Common sein^CT visitor. 

Sjagaland, MeghaUya, Sylhet and the Chittagong Hdl Tracts of B^gladesli, 
ie^lains of the Brahmaputra, Arunachal foothills, Bhutan foothills, Si^m 
md Jalpaiguri duars and Darjeeling district; wesward m fte foothilU to 
xntral Nepal, rarely to Chamba and Rolgarh. One record from South 
\ndaman Island. Winters mostly below 1800 m. Affects reeds, grass, nee 

nubbles, and scrub about cultivation in open country. 

Extralirmlal. Breeds in tundra and forest-tundra of Eurasia from Finland 
;o the Sea of Okhotsk. Winters mostly in southern China, Burma, and 

aorlhem Indochinese countries. -i •„ g.'Uim 

MioRATiov. Spring passage m March and April m Nepal and SiUum. 
Wes in w-intcr quarters in October. Recorded on paisage in Hunza gorges 
m 21 October. Most birds however migrate through emtem .Wia- 
o^RAU rtAorrs. In winter umally keep, singly or In “J ™ 

n company with E./mala and tree pipits. Rather secretive. In common w th 
omc o*er buntings (c.g. ipoioc.ph^la, ai/w/e, feata), and 
i>nmrWa irnmaulnla) has a habit of keeping closefy to cover on ^ 

;Zn approached, flushes out suddenly and divta 

lush a few paces away, g»mi . , ^perching 

ion. If followed, repeats thu - ■ • ■ ' ' ; ' , 

m bare irec-tops on wintry r..- ,,. ; ■ 

food. Seeds, insects and their lar\*nc. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a short tz^t. 
breedlnc. Extralimital. 

MuszuM DiAoNCwrJ- See Field Charxeten. 

U-ing Bnl 

(from ikuUJ 

ji9 66-74 10-13 


Tama 

17-22 


54-61 mm 
(SA) 

p and feet pale flohy or jTlIowoh brown. 
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2057. Striolated Banting. Emhenza striolata sinolala (Lichtenstein) 

F.{ringiUa) striolala Lichlcmlcin, 1823, Verz. Doubi. Mus. Berlin: 24 
(Ambukol, Nabia) 

Emberiza striolatc Uiciecla Koclz, 1954, Conlrib. Imt. Regional Exploration, No. 1 : 20 
(Iain, Iran) 

Baker, FBI No. 1136, Vol. 3: 217 
PUle 104. &g. 8 

LOCAL NAVIES. Nonc fccordcd. 

SIZE, sparrow — ; length c. 14 cm (5 1 m.). 

FIELD CHARACTTERS. Male. Above^ CTOwn” greyish white streaked with 
blackish. A white supercilium and blackish stripe behind eye. Rest of upper- 
parts brown with darker streaks. Wings bright rufous. Bdow^ throat and 
breast greyish white streaked with black, a white malar stripe on side of 
throat and a dark moustachial streak. Belly fulvous-buff. 

Female, similar to male but head and throat brown svith darker streaks. 
In Bight, at a distance, rufous wings and general effect reminiscent of female 
Crested Bunting (2060). 

STATUS, DisTRiBimoN and HABITAT. Common but locally distributed 
resident, subject to local movements. Pakistan from Baluchistan, Sind, and 
Punjab Salt Range, cast and south in northwestern India to southern Uttar 
Pradesh (Etawah), central Madhya Pradesh (Sagar) and central Maha- 


Em6erizo itriofoto 



HI Distributional ranges. t stndata {2057), ' a extralimital subspeda 
rashtra (Daulatabad). Affects rocky or stony, sparsely thorn- or euphorbia- 
scrubbed hillsides and nullahs, andent hill forts and ruins, etc. In wdntcr 
spreads to sandy plains, tamarisk scrub and tarkhan grass areas in the 
vidnity of canals. 
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Extralimital. Ranges west through southern Iran and Arabia to the Sinai 
Peninsula, Eritrea and Somalia. Other subspecies in southern Ethiopia, 
southern Sahara, Morocco and Algeria. 

GENERAL HABITS. Kccps in pairs or in flocks according to season. Un- 
obtrusive and easily overlooked. Feeds quietly on the ground, hopping about 
stiffly like a sparrow (not running like a pipit). In arid country, regularly 
resorts to drink at water-holes in the forenoon. 

FOOD. Seeds (of grasses, compositae, etc.). 

VOICE and calls. Song, a lively which’wkich^wheech-whxcf^wfdch, the first 
two syllables short and accent on the final note; ''also described as a rich 
whee-<fn‘ivbf£-ti>ickee ending in an extra, subdued chi (SA) ; uttered from a 
stone, bush-top or ruined building. 

BREEDiso. Stoiouy end of February to November. Kesty a cup of roots and 
grass lined with feathers, placed on the ground under a rock, in niches in 
crumbling walls, etc. EggSy 2 or 3, pale bluish or whitish, spotted and 
speckled with brown, intermingled with clouds and streaks of the same 
colour, more numerous at the large end. Average size of 15 eggs 20 x 1 5 nun 
(Baker). Both sexes share in building the nest and feeding the young. 

Museum Diagnosis. See Field Characters. 

VIEASUREV^ENTS 


Wing 

BUI 

Tarsus 

Tail 


(from skull) 



73-85 1 



/ 56-65 mm 

72-80) 

11-13 

15-16 

\ 56-63 mm 


(SA, H\V) 

colours or BARE PARTS. Iris brown. Bill; upper mandible dark homy brown, 
lower mandible fleshy or yellowish homy. Legs and feel flesh-colour or yellowish 
flesh. 

Emberiza scHOESiCLUS (Linnaeus) 

Key to the Subspecies 

Darker and smaller, tail under 71 mm; bill pointed, upper mandible nearly 

, 'straight E.i. pallidioT 

Paler and larger, tail over 71 mm; bill very stout, upper mandible strongly 
convex pjrrhalmifJ 

2058. Central Asian Reed Bnnting. Embtriza schomUlus paliidior 
Hartert 

Emheriza schoenichs paliidior Harlcrt, 1904, VOg. pal. Fauna 1 : 197 
(Aidcrli, Turkestan) 

Baker, FBI No. 1119, Vol. 3: 197 
Plate 104, hg* 15 

LOCAL NAMES. Nonc rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow — ; length c, 14 cm (5^ in.), 

FIELD CHARACTERS. Malc. Ahocfy head black, a white collar around 
hindneck. Rest of uppcrparls rufous-brown with broad blackish streaks; 
rump greytinged. Wings rufous. Outer rectriccs white. Belowy throat and 
upper breast black; a white moustachial streak joining hind-collar. Rest 
of underparts whitish streaked with chestnut on flanks. In autumn, black 
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of head and white collar entirely concealed by rufous*brovvn Cringes; a 
conspicuous buff supercilium, dark car-coverts, buff malar stripe and sides 
of neck; black of throat partly concealed by pale fulvous tips. 

Female has rufous-broNvn crown with dark streaks; pale buff throat with 
black streaks on sides. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Winter visitor, locally common. 
PaUstan in Gilg^t, N.W.F.P., Punjab, Sind and northern Baluchistan 
(scarce), and northwestern India in Haryana (Rohlak and Ambala), and 


Embtriza schoeniclus 



* pdlidioT (2058), 2 jfrprrhilndts (2059). Extralinutal subspedes not numbered, 
vicinity of DclhL Affects riverain country — reed-beds, ^Irrigated crops, khan 
grass and kandi {Presopis) jungle, bushes in nuUah-bei, etc. 

ExtralimiUU. Southwestern Siberia from the Urals to the AltaL Winters 
to the south of breeding range. 

mcRATioN. Arrives in srintcr quarters in November, departs in hlarch. 
GENERAL HABiTs. Kecps Singly, in pairs or small parties. Usually perches 
on reeds. Roosts, often communally, m reed-beds. 

FOOD. Seeds (chiefly of marsh plants), and insects. 

VOICE and calls. A plaintive 

BREEDiNC. ExtralimltaL 

hluscuu Diagnosis. See Field Characters. ^ 

VCEASUREVCENTS 


^Slng Bill 

(from skull) 

d’d’ eo-85 \ 

9 9 71-79 / '• 


Tarsus Tail 

c, 21 65-70 tnm 

(NBK. MD) 


Weight 4 d'd’ 19-7-21 -3 g (Dementiev). 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Ifis dark brown. Bill dark brown; black on culmeo. 
Legs and feel dark brown. 

2059. ThickbxUed Reed Bunting. Emhenza schoeniclus pyrrhuloides Pallas 
Emberiza pjrrhuloid(sY 2 X[day 181 1, Zoogr. Rosso-Asial. 2: 49 
(Asuakhan, tide Vauric, 1936, Amcr. Mus. Novit., No. 1795: 8) 

Not in Baker, FBI 

LOCAL'NAMES. Nrtic rccordcd. 

SIZE. Sparrow ; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD CHARACTERS. As in 2058 bul larger; bill noticeably stouter; back 
buff rather than dark brown; flanks of male unstreaked. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. Rare winter vagrant. One record; 
two males obtained at ^Vular Lake, Kashmir on 20 March (Meinertzhagen, 
Jhis 1927: 394). Affects reed-beds. 

E^ctralimital. Ranges from the Caspian Sea to western Mongolia. 

GENERAL HABITS. As in 2058. 

FOOD, Apparently chiefly insects obtained from reed-stems with its large 
specially adapted bill, remarkably similar in shape to that of some Para^ 
doxernu species which also extract insects from bamboo- and reed-stems. 

VOICE and calls. Undcscribcd but said to be somc^vhat different from 
that of thin-billed races (Dementiev). 

BREEDING. Extralimital. 

Mlteum Diagnosis. Differs from pdlidior in being much paler above, fulvous 
buff; wluic collar broader; flanks of male unstreaked, those of female with only fine 
rufous streaks. Overall size markedly larger;*bfll much itouicr and highly arched. 

UEASUREUENTS 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 

PP 7^} '2-'^ 72-80 mm 

(Wing by Dementiev; rest MD) 

COLOURS OT BARE PARTS. Iris brov.Ti. Bill dark homy brown, paler below. Legs 
and feet fleshy brown. 

Genus Melophus Swainson 

Mehphsa Swainson, 1837, Oassif. Bds. 2; 290. T^pe, by monol>*py, Emberizc 
fr^thrvpieTVfJxrdmc Sc Selby, 1835 *= Emieriza UAard, Gray 1831 

Differs from other buntings in having a long cresL Tail nearly square. 

^ 2060, Crested Banting. Metophns lathsmi (Gray)^ 

Emherize laikani Gray, 1831, Zool. hlisc. 1; 2 (Canton, Kwangtung) 
Emhmza suicristala Sykes, 1832, Proc. ZooL Soa Lirndoa: 93 (Dukhtm) 

Baker. FBI No. 1 132, Vol. 3: 221 

PUtc 103. fig. 14 

LOCAL NAME. Pdlifidr-ehtriS {? Hindi), 

* Ct Tieehunt, G. B.. 1932, Bull. Bnt. Om. CL 53; 15-16 Car lailtsTTit.rvlaTsctpitj. 
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SIZE. Sparrow; length e. 15 cm (6 in.). 

FIELD characters. Male. Entirely black With chcstnut wings and tail, 
and a long, pointed black crest. 



Female. AhovCy olive-brown with dark 
broum streaks. Crest shorter; a pale cyc- 
ling. Edge of ning and outer rectnccs 
rufous. Below, yellowish buff tvilh dark 
streaks on breast and dark mouslachlal 
streak. 

STATUS, DISTRIBUTION and HABITAT. 
Common resident, but rather local and 
, capricious; in the hills subject to vertical 
movements. The Himalayan foothills from Hazara to Bhutan and south- 
eastern Tibet, and south in India through eastern Rajasthan and Mt Abu 
to Gujarat (Gir Forest. Not recorded elsewhere in Kathiawar or in Kutch), 
southwestern Maharashtra (Satara), northern Andhra Pradesh (VVardha 
Valley), eastern Madhya Pradesh (Raipur), and southern Bihar (Loliar- 
daga); also the hills of Bangladesh, Meghalaya, Cachar and Manipur, 


X f. 1 


Mehphus lothomi 



illllllll Residential range IE3 Winter (non-residents) 

south to the Chittagong region. In the west Himalayan foothills occurs in 
summer up to c. 1500 m, in central Nepal to 2200 m (Desfayes), In Sikkim 
and Bhutan to 1800 m, in Nagaland to 2400 (Tytler) ; ^vithdraws from the 
higher levels in winter (leaving in October, returning in April). Seasonal 
movements also noted in the hills of central India and in northern Bengal 
(where a winter visitor). Affects dry stony sparsely scrubbed hillsides; in 
winter also rice stubbies and open stony scrub country in dry-deciduous 
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EMBERIZIDAE 


jimglc; particularly fond of charred grass patclics where its coloration ti 
highly obliterative. 

Extralimital. lUxngcs cast to K>N'angtimg and Chekiang. 

OE.NERAL HABITS. Much as Other buntings. Gregarious in winter when it 
keeps in small loose flocks; never in such large congregations as many other 
buntings. Feeds on the ground in stony fields, on ghat roadsides and cross- 
countr)' cart tracks, etc. ; rarely, if cs’cr, from cars of standing cereal crops. 
Commonly perches on rocks or bushes. Roosts in hedges and thorn thickets 
in company with tree pipits, etc. 

Courtship (one obscrs'atioh, SA). Male singing from euphorbia-top, diased 
female with fluttering lark-Hkc flight, tail partially cocked and crest erect. 
On ground he drooped his wings, spread his tail and fluffed out the rump- 
feathers. He raised and opened sailwisc the sving on the side of the hen while 
walking in a semicircle round her about a metre asvay. Female responded in 
same way by raising her wing on his side. Thus, they dreu* closer. Male 
hopped on to her back and treaded her, liis wings fluttering throughout the 
act. Tlicrcaficr each picked up a blade of grass and flew offto\rards nest. 

FOOD. Cliicfly grass seeds. 

VOICE and calls. Call-note, a repeated tip or pink while feeding. Song, 
rendered as /rri-tjn-U/-/JW-An/-£n/, last three notes descending (MD); abo as 
which . . . which . . . whick^ivhUwheKL'hich (accent on ivhee). Reminbeent of 
the song of Saxicoloides but ^vith this peculiarity that it invari.ably commences 
with the detached single (sometimes double) subdued ivhich (S.^). Usually 
uttered from the top of a bush, a rock or telegraph wire. 

BREEDING. Season, April to August. Xest, a cup of grass bents and rootlets 
lined with fine fibres and Ijair, placed on the ground under a rock or in a 
hollow in a bank or loosely built stone wall. Eggs, 3 or 4, tvltilc faintly tinged 
with greenish marked with freckles, spots and liny blotches varying from 
pale reddish to deep brown or purplish brotcn, more densely at Uic large 
end. Average size of 60 eggs 20- 1 X 15'G mm (Baker). Building (?) and 
incubation by female. Sometimes brood-paras’uizcd by ChchIui renorui. 

Mesruu Diagnosis. . See Field Characters. n 

Young like female. Feathers ofuppcrpai is w-Iih distinct pale fringes ; lower throat 
and breast more coarsely streaked. 

Fint-ycar male. Upperparts a little darker than adult female; crest inter- 
mediate in length. Sides of head and undciparfs black mixed with fulvous-broun, 
belly and under tall-coverts mostly of the latter colour. I’rimary-covcrts dark brown 
marked slightly or not with chestnut; lest of coverts as in fcnwlc but more m.'irkcd 
with chestnut. Rest of wing as in adult male bur outer webs of primaries often 
marked with black. 

MEASUREMENTS ’ 

^Ving , Bill Tarsus Tail 

(from skull) 


f rnrit 

I 03-C0 mm 


a’d' 79-8C-! 

9 9 76-80/ 

(HW. DB, SA, Rand & J lcming) . 
Weight 3 o'er 23-5-2C g (GD). 12 d'e? (Jtily-Aug.) 20-25 (av. 22-7)j 119 9 
(Jul)-Aug.) 18-25 (av. 21) g-t-SA. 

COLOURS OF BARE PARTS. Iris dark brotvn. Bill dull orange-brown. Legs and feel 
purplish brown. 
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Andhra Pradesh {see also Eastern Ghats) 4, 12, 60, 62, 113, 114, 485 
Arunaehal Pradesh {see also Tibet) 88, 107, 153, 154, 525 

Assam (proper 1972) {see also Arunaehal Pradesh, Cachar, Meghalaya, Mizoram 
NtaralandJ 149, 153, 194, 643 

Baltistan 458, 575 

Baluchistan 112, 142, 143, 189, 191, 192, 201, 452, 458, 465, 504, 567, 645, 657' 
659, 684, 733 * 

Bangladesh 193, 197, 344, 409, 551, 570 
Bengal: see West Bengal, Bangladesh 

Bhutan 169, 428 ' . - 

Bihar 97, 111, 291, 345, 346 
Bombay 32, 42, 82, 83, 453 

Burma 372, 461, 586, 597, 598, 637, 640, 641, 642, 650 


Cachar 104, 105, 339, 341, 342 

Ceylon 146, 200, 220, 311, 334, 366, 405, 406, 524, 533, 536, 538, 542, 543, $46 
668, 718 ■ , ’ 

Cochin: see Kerala. 


Darjeeling 414, 459, 510 

Dchra Dun 176, 522, 742, 743 

Delhi 49. 122, 135, 247, 254, 277, 354. 355 

Eastern Ghats 4, 12, II4, 375. 720 

Garhwal and Tehri Garhwal {see also Dchra Dun, Kumaon) 391, 395, 457, 50fl 
509,512,728. 729 • > < > > •'uo, 

GUgit 159, 160, 438, 610 

^ Kutch) 67, 68, 74, 77, 119, 137, 179, 181, 229, 231, 415, 456, 


Haryana {see also Lahul, Spiti) 203, 249, 250, 363, 693, 698, 701, 704, 705, 706 
Hazara: see N.W.F.P. 

Hunachal Pradesh: see Kangra, Simla 
'Hhnalayas 252, 467, 527 
Hyderabad: see Andhra Pradesh 


Andaman, Laccadive, Maidive and Nicobar islands) l02 
103, MS, 220, 295, 296, 335, 501, 536, 540, 544, 545, 547, 548, 564 
Iran 168,201, 239 


Kangra 325, 419, 705, 706 
Kamatalca: see Mysore 

also Ladakh] 125-31, 133, 178, 217, 416, 418, 444, 445, 

447,470,515-20,529,575.630-2,699,709-11,721,735 ‘ 

Kathiawar; see Gujarat 

^ ■*87, 552, 

Kumatm 87, 93, 176. 331, 679, 727 


Kutcb 1, 18, 19, 68, 74, 75, 317-24, 439, 624 
Laccadive Islands 148j 338, 455 
Ladakh 392, 421, 427, 466, 517, 520 
Lahore 45, 202, 360, 471 
Lahul 51, 379, 380, 419, 704 

Afaifhya Fradesh SS, 63, fZ4, 770, 173, 205, 206, 207, 3f2-f4, 472, 594, 725, 
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Madras: Tamil Nadu 

Nlaharashtra (see also Bombay) 2, 3, 119, 138, 139, 141, 18S, 213, 215, 260, 381, 
434, 667 

Maldivc Islands 547, 549 
Manipur 315, 342, 383-6 

Meghalaya (see also Cachar) 104, 105, 106, 136, 339, 341, 383-6 
hiizoram 383-6 

Murrcc (see also Rass’alpindi) 442, 443, 571, 648 ' 

Mysore 66, 144, 147, 150, 151, 216, 219, 241, 381, 652, 738-40 . 

Nagaland 383-6, 581 
NEFA: see Arunaehal Pradesh 

Nepal 164, 167, 225, 226, 242, 265, 266, 267, 268, 269, 270, 271, 271a, 272, 273, 
420, 526, 554, 555, 556, 557, 558, 559, 560, 561, 562, 563, 565, 566, 568, 579, 587, 
609,636 ' 

Nicobar Islands 21, 24, 110, lEO, 335 
Nilgiris 140, 145, 187, 219, 227, 552, 736 '' 

N.W.F.P. {see also Murree, Rawalpindi) 175, 195, 281, 282, 330, 440, 441, 446, 
528, 678, 722, 723, 724, 726 
Orissa 113, 114, 398, 473 

Pakistan (plains) [see also Baluchistan, Lahore, Murree, N.^V.F.P., Punjab, 
Ra%sralpmdi, Sind] 64, 112, 182, 343a, 528, 674, 697 
Punjab (see also Pakistan, Lahore. Haiyana) 249, 250, 361, 700, 703 
Rajasthan 43. 44. 73, 118, 181, 432, 433, 712 
Rawalpindi 442, 443, 687, 688, 709 
Satirasbtra: see Gujarat 
Sikkim 78, 169, 177, 283, 428, 466, 644 
Simla 121, 275, 276, 362, 364, 365, 672, 673, 695, 696, 707 
Sind 183, 184, 185, 244, 245, 253, 327, 333, 476, 589, 656, 658 
SpiU 379, 701 
Sri Lanka: see Ccy’lon 

Tamil Nadu (see also Eastern Ghats, Nilgiris) 115, 155, 228, 261, 279, 280, 382, 
478, 499, 500, 604, 606, 655, 685, 686, 734 
Tibet 69, 99, 100, 101, 134, 169, 326, 371, 422-6, 436, 437, 574, 608, 680 
Travancore: see Kerala 
Turkestan (Chinese) 427, 627 

Uttar Pradesh (see also Dchra Dun, Garhwal, Kumaon) 172, 174, 196, 264, 297, 
331,507,508 

West Bengal (see also Daijccling) III, 345, 346, 402, 403, 40J, 409, 475, 600 
Western Ghats: see Kerala, Maharashtra, Mysore 



CONSOLIDATED INDEX: SCIENTIFIC NAMES 


abbotti (Conums, Psittacula), 3: 174 

— (Cyanccula, Erithacus), 8: 220 

— (Malacocmcla, Trichastoma), 6: 127 

— (Mcgapodios), 2: 3 

— (Pitta), 4: 255 
Abromia, 8 s 132 
Abroscopus, 8 s 190 
abuensis (Dumctia), 6 s 178 

— (Otocompsa, Pycnonoius), 6s 76 
abimdus (Eurj’stomus), 4s 120 
Acantbis, 10s 141 

acantluzoidcs set bmnncscezis (Ccttia, 
Horeites) 

Acanthopnetiste, 8s 132 
Acanthoptila, 6s 213 
AccipUcr, Is 232 
Acdpitridae, Is 210 
Accros, 4s 135 
Acrnonorhynchus, 10s I 
acrcdula (Motacilla, Phylloscopus), 8s 
134 

Acridothercs, 5 s 176 
Acroccpbalus, 8 s 100 
Actinodura, 7 s 82 ’ 

Actitis, 2s 254 , 

acuminata (Calidris,Totanus), 2s 307 
acuta (Anas), Is 149 
acuticanda {sic) [C.(ypsclus)], 4s 46 
acuticauda (C>'psclus), 4s 46 

— [Lonchura, M.(uiiia)], 10s 107 

— (Sterna), 3s 57 
acuticaudus (Apus), 4 s 40 
acutirostris (Calandrella), 5; 23 
adamsi (Alauda, .Calandrella), 5s 26 

— (Montifringilla), 10 s 83 
Addura, 8 s 248 
adsimilis (Dicnirus), 5s 114 

aedon (bluscicapa, Phragamaticola), 

8s 98 

— (Troglodytes), 9s 134 
AEgithaliscus, 9 s 199 
Aegitbalos, 9 s 199 
Aegithina, 6 s 47 
Aegolius, 3s 316 
Aegypius, 1; 298 

aeg^Ttius (Caprimulgus), 4s 14, 258 

— (Cuculus),3s 239 
aemodium (Conostosna), 6s 196 
aemodius (^nostoma), 6s 196 

— (Farm), 98 179 
aenca (Columba), 3: UO 

— (Ducula),3s 111 

— (Parra). 2s 201 
acneus (Dicrurus), 5 s 126 
aenobarbulus (Pterutluus), 7s 80 
nenobarbiu see aenobarbulus (Pteni- 

iium) 

aequabUis (Caprimulgus), 4s 19 
aequinoctlalts (Procellaria), Is 10 
acruginosus (Circus, Falco), Is 324 
aestigiaa (Muscicapa), 7: 169 
aethercus (Phactfaon), Is 22 
aelhiopicus (Tantalus), Is 110 
Aethiopsar, 5s 176 
Aethopyga, 10s 38 
afer (Nlolpastcs), 6s 90 

aSinis see monticola (Caprimulgus) 

— (Abromis, Seicercus), 8; 180 

— (AccipUcr), 1 s 247 

— (Aplonis, Calomis), 5s 149 

— (Apus, G>-psclus), 4s 51 

— (Collocalia), 4s 32 

— (Coradas),4s 119 

— [C.(urruca)],8s 129 

— (Ercmoptcrix,P>Trhulauda),58 10 

— (Gatrul^), 7s 55 

— (Gclochelidon, Sterna), 3s 44 

— (Hesperiphona, Mveerobas), 10s 126 

— (Ithaginb), 2s 77 ■ 

— (Malacocircus, Turdoides). 6s 232 

— (Mirafra),5s 5 

— (Ninox), 3s 296 

— (Palaeomis), 3s 176 

— (Pctrocincla), 95 73 

— (Phaenicornb), 6s 30 

— (Phylloscopus), 8s 142 

— (Taccocua),3s 236 

— (Tephrodomis), 6s 12 

— (Treron, Vinago), 3s 99 
afghanica (Hirundo), 5s 57 

afghanorum (Tcmenuchus),5s 160 

ague (Dicaeum), lOs 2 
Agilis (Frmgilla), 10s 2 
aglac (Si\*a), 7s 95 
agricola (Acroccphalus, SyUia 

(acroccphalus)], 8s 112 
~ (Columba, Streptopdia), 3s 145 
Agrobates.S: 210 

ahom^is (Gampsorhj-nchus), 7s 81 
aigneri (Sarcogrammus), 2s 212 
Aix,ls 188 

akoo! (Amauromis, Rallus), 2s 167 
.Alaemon, 5s 16 
Alauda, 58 41 
Abudi<iae,5s 1 

alaudipcs see doriae (Alaemon, Certhi 
lauda) 

Alaudula, 5s 19 

alba see duVhimensIs (Motacilla) 

— see monte (Gj-gis) 
alba see stenens (T>'to) 

— (Ardea, Egrctta), Is 68 
alba(Calidris),2: 298 

— (Motacilla), 9s 283 

— (Strix),3s 249 

— (Trynga), 2 s 298 
-;-(T>to),3s 249 
aJWlus (Mergus), 1: 201 
albeola (Anas), 1: 193 


albescens (Dryobates, Picoidcs), 4s 216 
albicaudata {Mukdcapa),7s 1S9 
albicilla (Falco, Haliaeetus), Ir 286 

— (Muscicapa), 7 s 156 
albiaallis (Is^us, Yuhina), 7s 101 

— (Plat>Tbynchtis, Rlupidura),7s 213 

— (Rynebops), 3s 75 
AlblcoUis (Turdus), 9s 110 
albidulus (Butorides), 1: 62 - 
albidus (Falco), Is 331 

albifrons see crj'thropygius (PeriCTocotus) 

— (Anser, Branta), Is 126 

— (Sferoa), 3s 64 
albigena (Sterna), 3s 55 

albigula (Eremophila, Otocoris), 5s 33 
albigularis (Abromis), 8s 190 
albEincata (Aldppyc), 7s 111 
albilineatus (Lioparus), 78 111 
albiHctus [(Bhuchanga), Dicninjs},5s 
IH 

albiris see tytlcri (Aplonis, Calortus) 
albivenler (Pnoepyga, Tesia), 6 s 156 

— (RaUus).28 152 . 
albiventre (PcUomeum), 6s 125 
alblventris (Brachyptcryx, Callcne), 8s 

206 

— (Ccttia), 8s 19 

— (Copsyebus, Kittacincla) , 8 s 247 

— (Ncorais), 6s 125 
albocinctus (Acridothercs), 5s 188 

— (Turdus),9s 110 

albogularis (Abromis, Abroscopus), 8s 
194 

— (Anas, Mareca), Is 155 

— [Dumctia, M.(alacoccrcus) (?)] 6 s 
179 

■ — (Garrulax, lanthodnda), 7s 5 

— [G.(codchla), Zoothera], 9s 90 

— (Muscicapa (Muscylva), Rhipidura], 
7s 214 

— (Prlnia), 8 s 44 
alboides (NIotacilla), 9 s 292 
albonigcr (Ocnanthe, Saxicola), 9 s 53 

— (Otus),3s 270 
albonotatus (Caprimulgus), 4s 16 
albosupcrciltaris (Abromis, Seicercus), 

8t 185 

- — (Garrulax), 7: 39 
albula (Motacilla), 9s 292 
Alcedinidae, 4s 68 
Alcedo, 4s 73 

alcbata see caudacutus (Ptcrocles, Tct- 
rao) 

— (Tetrao), 3 s 79 
Alcippe, 7s 109 
Aldppomis, 78 109 
Alcurus, 6 s 67 
aldabrensis (Fregata), Is 47 
Alecloris, 2: 17 
alexanderi (Cettia), 8s 15 
alexandri (Psiitacula), 3: 172 

— (Psittacus), 3s 163 
alexandrinus (Charadrius) , 2: 235 
almorae (Sitta), 9: 212 
alpestris (Alauda), Ss 32 

— (Eremophila), 5: 32 

alpicola (Montifringilla, Passer), lOs 83 

alpina (Tringa), 2s 308 

alpina (Calidris.Tringa), 2: 308 

Alseonax, 7s 138 

Alsocomus, 3 s 119 

altaica (Cyanccula), 8s 221 

— (FringiUa, Lcucosticte), 10: 148 

— (Orcopneuste), 8; 149 
altaicus (0)1)361113), Is 314 
althaea (Sylvia), 8s 129 
altirostrc (Chrysomtna), 6; 192 
aluco (Strix),3s 310 
amabilis (hldacocincla), 6s 127 

— (Muscicapa), 7s 164 
(Zostcrops), 10: 57 

amadoni (Rimator), 6; 151 

— (Turdus), 9 s 89 
Amandava, 10: 101 

amanda\’a (Estrilda, FringiUa), 10: 101 
amauroptcra (Pdargopsis), 4s 83 

— (Porzana, Raliina), 2; 155 
amauroptcrus (Halcyon), 4s 83 
Amauromis, 2: 166 
amaurotis (Hypsipetes), 6; 102 
ambigua (Hirundo), 5 s 59 

— (Stachyridopsis, Stach^Tis), 6s 169 
ambiguus (Caprimulgus), 4s 19 
ambrosiacus (C)’P5du3), 4s 56 
amiclus (Mcrops), 4s 111 
Ammomancs, 5: 12 
Ammoperdix, 2s 8 

AmpcJiceps, 5; 1 89 
ampdinus (H>TJocolius), 5s 268 
amurensis (Erythropus), Is 361 

— (Falco), Is 361 

amyae (Acroccphalus), 8s 104 
anacthcius (Sterna), 3 s 59 
analis (Ficus), 4s 224 
Anas, is 145 
Anastomus, 1: 95 
Anatidae, Is 122 
andamana (Coracina), 6; 17 
andamanensb see xanlliomus ((Cora- 
cias), Oriotus) 

— (Omtropus), 3 s 244 
andamanensb (Copsyebus), 8s 243 

— (Corvus), Ss 254 

— (Dicrums), 5s 134 

— (Eulabes, Gracula), 5s 196 

— (Gcodchla, Zooibcra), Ss 90 

— (Graucalus), 6: 17 

— (Mcrops), 4: 101 

— (Oriolus), 5s 107 


— (Pericrocotus), 6s 27 . 

— (Picoidcs, Ficus), 4s 225 

— (SpUactus), Is 265 

— (Stumtis, Tcmenuchus), 5: 156 
andamanica see chloroptera (Treron) 

— (Arachncchthra, Nectarinia), 10: 31 

— (Ducula), 3s 114 

— (Irena), 6s 63 

— (Macrop>*gia), 3: 140 
andamanicus (Caprimulgus), 4s 20 
andamanus (Graucalus), 6s 17 
andrewsi (Fregata), Is 47 

— (Mcgalunis), 8s 96 
angamea (Larvivora), 8: 226 
angustirostris (Anas), 1: 147 
Anhinga, 1: 43 

anbinga (Plotus), Is 43 
annectans [(Buchanga), Dicrunisl. 5: 
125 

— fric] (Lcioptila), 7s 128 

— (Passer), 10s 77 
annectens (Hetcrophasia), 7s 128 
Anous, Ss 71 

AnserTl: 125 

anser rubrirostris (Amer) 

— (Anas), Is 125 
antarctica (Catharacta), 3 s 18 

— (Sterna), 3s 59 
antarcticus (Lestrb), 3s IB 
Anthipes, 7 s 138 
Anthra<»ccros, 4: 139 
Anthreptes, 10; 19 
Antbropoides, 2s 146 
Ambus, 9: 242 

antigonc (Ardea, Gnis), 2s 141 
apiastcr (Mcrops), 4s 102 
apicauda (Treron), 3s 94 
apivorus (Falco), 1: 221 
Aplonis, 5s 148 
aplonotus (Pams), 9 s 188 
Apodidae, 4s 25 
apricaria (Pluvialis), 2s 221 
apricarius (Charadrius), 2; 221 
Apus, 4s 38 

apus see pddnensb (Apus, C^msdus) 

— (Himndo), 4s 38 
aquaticus (R^lus), 2s 148 
Aquila, Is '272 

aquilonifcr (Tctraogallus), 2s 12 
aquilus (Pelccanus), Is 47’ 
arabicus (Ptcrocles), 3s 91 
arabbtanicus see hcnrici (FrancoUnus) 
arabs (Otb), 2s 188 
Arachriotbera, 10 s 52 
aralestsb (Cyanccula), 8s 218 
Arboropbila, 2s 55 
arcanus (Phylloscopus), Ss 144 
Arceutbomb, 9s 105 
arctica sresuschKini (Gavia, Urinator) 
arctus (P>'cnonotus), 6s 94 
arcuata (Anas), Is 138 

— (Emberiza), 20: 225 
Ardea, Is 52 
Ardeidae, Is 49 
Ardeola, Is 62 
ardeola (Dromas), 2s 337 
ardosiaca (Lcioptila), 7s 132 
Arenaria, 2 s 273 

arcnicola (Sireptopdia, Turtur), 3s 141 
arenicolor (Alauda), 5: 12 

— (Caprimulgus), 4: 14,258 
argentatus (Lams), 3s 26 
argentauris (Leioliuix, Mesia), 7s 65 
atg;oondab (Cotumix, Pcrdicula), 2: 49 
Ai^'a, 6; 213 

arici see ircdalei (Fregata) 

— (Aethopyga), 10: 46 
Aristonetta, Is 179 
arbtus (Gccinulus), 4: 205 
armenicus (/Mauda), 5s 43 
aromatica (Columba), 3; 94 
arquata (Numcnius, Scolopax), 2: 245 
arquatcUus (Xiphirhynchus), 6s I5I 
Arrcnga, 9; 75 

Artamidae, 5 s 143 
Artamus, 5s 143 
anindicola (Timalla), 6: 187 
arundinaccusJrfzarudnyi(AcTOCcphalus) 

— (Turdus), B; 100 
aix'cnsb (Alauda), 5:41 
Asarcomb, 1: 193 
Asha (Ardea), 1: 74 
asiae (Fraocolinus), 2s 22 
asiatica see ciconia (Ardea, Cicoiria) 

— (AJccJo),*45 78 

• — (Certbia, Nectarinia), 10: 35 

— (Cyanops),4: 159 

— (Megalaima), 4r 158 
• — (Mycteria), 1: 104 

— (Pcrdicula, Perdix), 2; 45 
asiaticus (Caprimulgus), 4: 21 

— (Charadrius), 2: 228 

— (Trogon), 4s 158 

— (Ephippiorbynchus), Is IM 
A5io,3: 312 

assamensb (Aethopyga, Cinnyrb), 10:46 

— (Chalcoparia), 10: 19 

— (Dryraocataphus, Trichastoma), 6s 
126 

— (Fraallinia), 8; 38 

* ' ' 7s 29 


assamica (Mirafra), 5: 4 

— (Stumia),5: 132 

— (Suva), 8; 71 
assamicus (Cuculus), 3: 213 

— (Macronus [xir]), 6s 135 


asslmilb (Phodilus), 3s 255 

— (Picoidcs, Picus), 4:215 
asthenia (O^omda), 9 s 6 
Astigma [rtc) (Muscicapa), 7s 169 
astrild (Loxia), 10s 101 

Astur, 1: 232 ^ 

atcr see aemodius (Parus) 

aterrima (Bulwcria, Procellaria), Is 15 

Athene, 3: 297 

athertoni (Mcrops, Nyctyomb), 4s 112 
atra (Fulica), 2s 180 • 

atragularb [sic] (Accentor), 9s 159 
atrata (Pratincola, Saxicola), 9s 35 
atratus (Picoidcs, Picus), 4s 223 

— (Ptcrocles), 3s 89 
atricapUlaxfrinalacca (Lonchura, Loxia) 

— (Lonchura, Loxia), IDs 117 
Atricapilla (Motacilla), 8s 121 
atriceps (Brachy-ptcryx, Rhoptocichla), 

6; 183 

— (Pycnonotus, Turdus), 6: 68 
atrifrons (Charadrius), 2: 238 
atrigula (Ploccus), 10 s 88 
aCripeanb (Caprimulgus), 4s 18 
atrc^ularis see nitidus (Orthotomus) 

— (Arboricola, Arborophila), 2s 62 

— (Prinia, Suya), 8s, 72 

— (PruncUa), 9; 159 

— (Saxicola), 9: 47 

— (Turdus), 9s 127 
atronuchalb (Lobivancllus, \'aneUus), 

2s 215 

atrosupercUiarb (Chlcuasicus, Paradox- 
omb), 6: 206 

atroNTnacca (Yuhina), 7s 100 
atthb (Alcedo), 4s 74 
auchcri (Lanius), 5: 82 
audrey’aria (Lcucosticte), 10: 153 
augusta (ChaIcophaps),3: 319 
aurantia (Sterna), 3: 48 
aurantiaca (Pyrrhula), 10 s 202 
aurantius [Br.(achyptcmus)], 5: 196 
aurca (PluWalb), 2s 219 

— (Zoothcra), 9s 101 
aurcigularb (L^iothrix, Mesia), 7 s 66 
aureola (Emberiza), 10; 213 

— (Rhipidura), 7s 207 - 
aurcolm (Criniger), 6: 100 
aureus (Gypactus, Vultinr), Is 314 

— (Pericrocotus), 6 s 35 

— (Turdus), 9s 101 

auriceps (Picoidcs, Picus), 4: 221 
auricularis (Vultur), Is 296 
aurifrons (Chloropsb, Phyllomis), 6: 55 
aurita (Anas), Is 190 
aurita (Otis), 2s 195 
auritus (Podargus), 4s 1 
Auroerbtatus (Picus), 4s 226 
auroreus see leucopierus (Phocnicurus) 
austeni see stenorhymebus (Pomatorhi- 
nus) 

•?. tic 

• 134 

■. . 50 


australis jffcyanoiis (bucco, Megauima) 

— (Alaudal, 5s 47 

— (Hypotacnidia), 2s 149 

— (Mvctcria), Is 104 

— (Sitta), 9: 221 

ausiraloricntb (Muscicapa), 7s 167 
avensb (Palacornb, Psittacula), 3s 167 
Aviceda, 1: 214 
avoseila (Rccui^’irostra), 2: 332 
amnculorum (Picumnus), 4s 174 
Aythya, Is 179 
azurca (Monarcha), 7s 223 
azurcitincliis (Garrulus), 5; 201 

babaulti (Pellomcum, Scotocichla), 6s 
123 

Babax, 6s 236 

baboecala brachyptcra (Sylvia) 
babylonicus (Falco), 1: 349 
bacchus (Ardeola, Buphus), Is 65 
bactriana (Athene), 3s 298 

— (Pica), 5s 213 
baclrianus (Athene), 3 s 298 

— (Passer), 10s 67 
badcigularb (Spelacomb), 6s 161 
badia (Ducula), 3; 116 

— (Strix),3; 253 

badius (Accipiter, Falco), 1; 237 

— (Garrulax), 7 X 1 

— {Phodilus).3s 253 

— (Picus), 4s 177 

bacri [Anas (Fuligula), Aynhya], 1; 184 
baicalcnsss (^loiadlla), 9; 295 

— (Streptopelia), 3: 142 
batleyd (Yuhina), 7s 102 
bailloni (Procellaria), Is 13 

bakcri (Amauromb, Porzana), 2 164 

— (Apus), 4; 42 

— (Cuculus), 3s 210 

— (Garrulax, Trochalopteron), 7s 63 

— (Lonchura), 10: 118 

— (Paradoxomb, Scacothynebua), 6; 
203 ^ 

— (Pericrocotus), 6: 28 

— (Polyplcctron), 2s 120 

— (Pomatorhinus), 6: 140 
balccri (Yuhina), 7s 100 
batkamocna (Otus), 3: 260 
Balasicnsis [sic] [Cyp.viclus)], 4 s 56 
Balicassius (Cor\Tis), 5s 113 
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Dam (Ephialtes, Olus), 3; 258 
"baltistanicus (Acanthij), 10: 142 

— (Orlolus), 5: 103 
Bambusicola, 2: 64 
bampurensis see flavnrostris (Gccinus, 

Ficus) 

bangs: (Mirafra), 5: 2, 40 
ban>aimas see magnirostris (Cyomis, 

' Muscicapa) 

Barbara (Perdix), 2s 17. 

barbatus Jir.aurcus (Gypaetus, Vultur) 

— (Crinigcr), 6: 100 

— (EdoJius), 5; 113 

bamcsi (Oeeianthc, Saxicah), 9: 48 
baftlctti (Delichon), 5; 76 

— (AYctyornts), 4s 1J2 
batasiensis (Cj*psiurus), 4s 56 
batcmani (Arboricola, Arborophila), 2: 

Batrachostomus, 4 s 1 
baya [Pl.(oceus)], 10s 88 
hayleyi (Dendroc/fSa), 5t 228 

— (Heterophasia, I-cioptila), 7s 131 

Baza, 1: 214 ' 

bcavani (Dicruj-us), 5s 119 

— (Lophophanes, Parus), 9; 183 
bccma (Budytes, Motacilla), 9s 278 
beicki (Ctncius), 9s 141 
bclangeri see leucolophus (Garrulax) 
Belanger: (Garrulax)^ 7: 1 

bella (Acanlhis, Fringilla), lOs 141 
bcludschicus (Mcrops), 4s 108 
bendi (Carpodacus), 10s 173 
bengalensis (Alccdo),4; 76 

— (Bubo, Otus), 3s 273 

— (Centropus, Cuculus), 3s 246 
- — (Eupodotis, Otis), 2s 194 

— (Graminicola), 8s 78 

— (Gyps, Vultur), Is 307 

— (Psittacula, Psitlacus), 3s 178 

— (Pycnonotus), 6s 90 

— (Slcr::a), 3s 69 

— (Timalia), 6s 187 

— (Tumix),28 132 
benghalensc (Dinbplum), 4s 1D7 
benghaicnsis (Coracias, Corviis), 4s 116 

— (Picus), 4: 197 

— (IwOxia, Ploccus), 10s 96 

— (Rallus, Rostratula), 2; 325 
-berezowskii (Anihus)^ 9s 243 
bcrgli see vt\ox (Sterna) 
bernicla (Anas), Is 124 

bcryllinus (Loriculus, Psittacus), 3s 190 
beara (Accipiter), Is 249 
bcthclae (Garrulax), 7s 55 

— (Pucrasia), 2s 113 
bewicki (Cygnus), Is 134 
bewickl: (Cygnus), Is 134 
Bhringa, 5 s 113 
biarnsicus (Falco), Is 342 

— (Parus), 6s 195 

bicalcarata (Galloperdix, Pcrdix). 2: 

71 

bicalcaratum (Pol)7)lcctron), 2: 122 
blcalcaratus (Pav^, 2s 122 
blclncta (Treron, Vinago), 3s 104 
bicolor (Amauromis, Porzana), 2 s 166 

— (Anas, Dcndrocygna), Is 139 

— (CoUimba, Ducula), 3s 1 15 
•— (Saxicola), 9: 32 
bicornts (Buceros),4s 143 
bidduiphi (Fucrasia), 2s 11^ 

— (Strix), 3s 310 
bido (Falco), Is 329 

bilkcvitchi [Garrulax, Trochalopfcron 
(lantbocincia)], 7s 44 
bilkcwitchi (Clivicola), 5: 51 
bdobus (Charadrius), 2s 205 
bimaculata see torquata (Melanocory- 
pha) 

binghami (Stachyris), 6s 173 
birmanus (Merops), 4: 110 
birostris (Buceros, Tockus), 4s 130 
bispecularis (Garruliu), 5: 199 
bistrigiccps (Acroccphalus), 8s 107 
biswasi (Drj'onastes), 7s 35 
bitorquatus (Cursorius, Macrotarsius). 

3: 11 

blakistoni (Anthus), 9: 269 
blanchard: (Parus), 9; 180 
blanfordi (Crytostomus), 10s 32 

— (Montifringilla), 10: 85 
blanfordi: (Tusnlx), 2; 131 

blcwitl: (Athene, Hctcroglaux), 3s 302 

— (Microperdix, Pcrdicula), 2s 53 
blighi (Arrcnga, Myiophonus), 9s 76 

— (Bubo), 3s 277 

blyih: (Carpodacus, Propasser), lOs 176 

— (Muscicapa), 7s 166 

— (Sylvia), 8 s 126 

blythi: (Ccriornis, Tr^opan), 2s 85 

— (Pastor, Slumus), 5i 154 
Blythipicus, 4; 237 
bobrinskoii (Hirundo), 5: 63 
boctonensis see Hacmatospiza 
Bombycilla, 5s 266 
Bonibycillidae, 5 s 266 
bonapartc: (Turdus), 9s 133 

borc^is (Palaeornis; Psittacula), 3s 169 

— (Phyllopncuste,PhyUoscopus),8s 163 
boschas (Anas), Is 145 

Botaurus, 1 s 89 

• <5. *>1^ t 

• ■ , 9s 112 

■ ■ X)c:chla), 6s 

bourdillon: (Eurostopodva, Lyncomu), 

4s 6 

I- X..rdntl. 9s 120 

' I 

19 


LHXJluS, “• 

jtcra (Sylvia), 8s 19 
piciyx, 8s ,203 
rhv'nchus (Anscr), 1* 126 
jra (Pitta), 4t 252 
iruJ (Corvus), 4* 252 
rroptemus), 4s 177 
terus, 8s 

putra (Garrulax), 7s 13 


CONSOLIDATED INDEX; SCIENTIFIC NAMES 


brama (Athene, Strix), 3s 302 
brandt: (Lcucosticte), 10s 151 
Branta, Is 124 

brasiliana (Certhia, Nectirmia), 10s 26 
brevicauda (Prima), S: 61 
brevicaudata see striata (Napothcra) 

— (Hirundo), 5s 51 

/c_i: — p. it^ 

:• 26 

■ '6: 30 

. ■ . Irachnech- 

thra)], 10s 33 

bn'stol: (Dcndroc:tfa), 5s 216 
brodici (Glaucidium, Noctua), 3s 285 
brodkorfa: (Turdus), 9s 1 15 
brucci (Alcippe), 7s 122 

— (Ephialtes, Otus), 3s 259 
bruniceps (Emberiza), 10: 209 
brunnea see mandell: (Alcippe, Muila) 

— (Larvivora), 8s 226 

brunneata see nicoharica (Rhmoniyias) 
brunncicai:da see svagstaffci (Alcippe) 

— (Minla),7s 113 

brunnciccps see nanus (Picotdes, Picus) 

— (Yungiptcus), 4s 231 
brunncscens [Acroccphalus, A.(gro- 

bates)], 8: 101 

— (Cettia, Horeites), 8s 15 
brunneus (Erithacus), 8s 226 
brunniccphalus (Larus), 3s 31 
brunnifrons (Cettia, Printa), 8s 17 

— (Picus), 4s 221 
Bubo, 3s 271 
bubo (Bubo), 3s 271 

— (Strix), 3s 271 
Bubulcus, 1: 66 
bubulcus (Ardca), Is 66 
Bucco.4:146 
Bucanetes, 10s 154^ 

Bucephain, 1: 198 
Buceros, 4 s 143 
Bucerotidae, 4s 129 
buchanani (Emberiza), 10: 219 

— (Prinia), 8s 46 
buddac (Turdus), 9s 116 
bu/Toni (Picumnus), 4s 172 
bufTonianus (Oriolus), 5s 176 
Bulweria, Is 15 • 

bulwcrii (Bulweria, Procellaria), 1 s J6 
Burhinidae, 3: 1 
Burhinus, 3: 1 

burkii (Seicercus, Sylvia), 8: 183 
burmanica (Lcucoccrca, Rhipidura),-7s 
210 

— (Ninox),3s 294 

— (Saxicola), 9s 34 
burmanicus (Buteo), Is 255 

— (Caprimulgus), 4s 23 

— (Ploceus), 10s 93 

— (Pycnonotus), 6s* 91 * 

— (Spilomis), Is 333 

burncsii [Eu.(fycetcus)> Prinia], 8s 74 
burton: (Callacanthis, Carduclis), 10s 
145 

burzil (Anthus), 9s 248 
Butastur, 1: 256 
Buteo, Is 251 

buteo sse burmanicus (Buteo) 

— (Falco), 1; 251 

butleri (Accipitcr, Astur), It 238 

— (Asto, Strix), 3s 304 
Butorides, Is 59 

bulurlim (Emberiza), 10 s 205 

cacabata (Muscicapa), 7s 144 
cacharensis (Hypsipetes, MicrosccUs), 

6s 102 

— (Zostcrops), 10; 57 
cachariciwis (Muscicapa, SlpUia), 7 s 188 
cachinnans (Cratcropus, Garrulax), 7s 

40 

— (Larus), 3s 26 
Cacomantis, 3s 215 

caerulatus (Cinclosoma, Garrulax), 7s 
33 

caerulea (Muscicapa), 7s 223 
cacruleocephala (Muscicapa), Ts 233 

— (Fhoenicura), 8s 25 i 
caerulcoccphalus (Phocnicurus), 8s 251 
caeruleotincta (Lioptiia), 7: 133 
caerulescens (Anscr), Is 133 

— (Dicrurus, Lantus), 5i 122 

— {Falco, Microhicrax), 1; 338 
caerulcus see vociferus (Elanus, Falco) 

— (Falco), Is 212 

— (Myiophonus), 9: 79 
cacsius (Elanus), Is 212 

cafer (Pycnonotus, Turdus), 6s 87 
Catrina, Is 193 
calandra (Emberiza), 10s 205 
Calandrella, 5s 19 

calcaraia [Motacilla, Moiacilla (Budy* 
tes)], 9t 284 
Calidris, 2s 295 
calidris (Charadrius), 2s 295 

— (T^ringa), 2: 295 
calidus (Falco), Is 347 

caligata (Hippolais, Sylvia), 8: 117 
cal'Pyga (Bahila, l^iothrix), 7s 68 
CallacanUits, 10s 144 
Callcne, 9s 1 
Calliope, 8s 213 

calliope (Erithacus, Motarilla), 8s 215 
Callophasis, 2; 119 
calocara (Hj'polhyrais), 7s 227 
calochr)'sea (Cullcicapa), 7s 202 
Caloenas, 3t IGl 
caIon>'X (Eur>*stoiTutf), 4s 120 
calthorpae (Psiitacula), 3 s 187 
Callhrapae (nV) [Palaeornis], 38 187 
.caUms (Torgos, Vultur), Is 296 
cambaiensis (Saxicoloides, Sylvia), 9t 
60 

cambayensis (Columba, Sircpiopclia), 

*3: 155 

campbcJJi see AluseicapclU 
Campephagidac, 6s 1 
campesiris (Alauda, Anthus), 9l 256 
Candida (Sterna), 3 1 73 


Candidas (Ibis), Is 92 
canente (Hemidreus, Picus), 4s 236 
cancscens {Lcucoctrca, Rhipidura) 7s 
211 

■' 4; 230 

’ ‘ 4s 150 

' ::->u:uuL<iSy, lo: 

— (Lanius), 5s 96 

— (Palaeornis, Psittacula), 3s 175 
canlfrons (Spizixos), 6s 66 

cannabir- 's — .u;, r-.: :ii,\ 

canning: ;> 

canorus • 

cantarcl' ■ 

cantator ^^Muiatma, liiyuoscupusj, o: 

cantiaca (Sterna), 3s 47 
cantlacus (’nialasseus),3: 47 
cantiacus see cantiaca (Sterna) 
cantillans (Mirafra), 5: 2 
canlurians (Arundinax, Cetda) 8s 8 
canus (Picus), 4: 186 * 

canutus (Calidris, Tringa), 2s 296 
Capclla, 28 278 

capensis see loagimcmbris (Strix, Tyto) 

— (Alcedo, Pclargopsis), 4s 84 

— (Daption, Procellaria), Is iQ 

— (Hirundo), 5s 52 

— (Podiceps). Is 6 

— (Turdus), 6: 67 

capi&trata (Acroccphalus, Salicarial 8s 
113 ' 

— (Heterophasia), 7s 129 

— (Saxicola), 9s 50 \ 

capistratum (Cinclosoma), 7s 129 

— capitals (Hemipus, Miwclcapa?), 6s 1 
Capitoni^e, 4: 146 

capnitis (Collocalia), 4: 2B 
caprata (Saxicola), 9s 31 
Caprimulgidae, 4: 4 
Caprimulgus, 4 s 7 
caraganae (Perdix), 2s 35 
carbo see sinensis (PcJecanus, Phalacro^ 
corax) 

— "tPdecanus), Is 37 
Carduclis, 10; 133 
cardueJis (Carduclis), 10: 133 ' 

— (Fringilla), 10s 133 
carinata (Muscipeta), 7s 223 
Carlotta (Indopicus), 4? 245 
carDcipcs (Procellaria, Pufbnus), 1:1} 
carnipcs rCoc.(cothraustcs), Mycerobas], 

carolinac (Ducula), 3s 116 
Carpodacus, 10: 161 
caryocatactes (Corvus), 5s 231 . 

— (Nucifraga), 5; 231 
ca^ophyllacca (Anas, Rhodonessa), 1: 

Casarca, Is 141* 
caschmirensis (Parus), 9s 167 
cashmeriensis (Chdidon, Delichon), 5s 

— (Cinclus), 9: 140 
cashmlrensis (SItta), 9s 208 
casiotis (Columba, Palumbus), 3s 129 
caspia (Hydroprogne, Sterna), 3s 45 
caspica (Motacilla), 9: 285 
C^picus (Parus), 9: 285 

castanea (Merula), 9s 122 

— (Pucrasia), 2s 111 

— (Sitta), 9s 215 

castancceps (Alcippe, Minla), 7s 113 
casiancocoronaia (Sylvia, Tesia), 8: 4 
castaneus (Turdus), 9: J22 
castaniceps (Abroinis, Seicercus), 8 s 189 

— (Ixulus, Yuhina), 7s 99 
castanonota (Athene), 3s 288 
castanonotum (Glaucidium), 3: 288 
castor (Mergus), 1; 200 
catervaria (Lonchura), 10;. 115 
Catharacta, 3: 17 

catharia (Prinia), 8s 71 
cathoccus see albirictus f(Bhuchanga), 
Dicrurus] 

cathpharius (Picoides, Picus (Dendr^ 
copus)], 4s 219 
Catreus, 2: 116 
caudacuta (Cbactara), 4t 33 
caucasica (Nyctala), 3: 317 
caucastcus (Acgolius), 3s 317 
ccnchris (Falco), Is 363 
caudaculus (Ptcroclcs, Tetrao), 3: 80 
caudata (Tesia), 6s 160 
caudatus (Co55>'phus, Turdoides), 6s 
215 

— (Panss), 9s 199 

— (Spclacomis), 6s 160 

, caurina (Galloperdix), 2s 68 
Cccropis, 5s 52 

cedrorum (Bombycilla), 5s 266 
cenchroidcs (Accipitcr, Astur), 1» 235 
ceniralasiae (Falco, Hypolriorchis), Is 
353 

— (Locustella), 8s 89 
centralis (Phylloscopus), 8s 161 

— (Pyrrhocorax), 5s 239 

— (Tetraogallus), 2s 13 
Cenlropua, 3s 239 
CephalopjTus, 9t 195 
Cercomcla, 9s 20 
Certhia, 9s 231 
Certhiidae, 9s 231 
ccrihiola (Locustcllal, 8s 89 
certus (Sehocniparus), 7i 121 
ccruttii see buchanani (Emberiza) 
cervina (Xfotacilla), 9s 260 
ccrx'iniccpj (Eurosiopodus, L>ncomij), 

4s 5 

ccr\*inivcntr:s (Digenca, ^^usc^capa), 

7: 172 

cer\':n:a (Anihu*), 9s 260 

Cer>'R.4»68 

cetii see albivcntris (Cettia) 

Cetti (Sylvia), 8s 5 
Ccstia, 8: 5 

Cettioidea (Cettia), Di 19 
ccj'lonense (Dicacum), 10; 12 
eo*]oner«i$ (Aviceda, Baza), It 216 
— (Coptj-chur), 8s 242 


(Guliciapa, PlatyThN*nchus), 7; JfVi 

— (D«caaim), 10 s 12 

— (Dicrurus), 5: 140 

— (DiKcnvurus), 5; l-^O 

— (Ercmoptcrix), 5; 9 
~-(FnmeoIinuj), 2 ; 31 

— (Himantopus), 2: 331 

— (Hypoih>Tnis, Monardia), 7i 226 
• — (Mirafra), 5; 5 

— (Oriolus), 5: U1 


, • '• 153 

■ ■ 7s 221 

1 : 

— (Zostcrops), lOt 61 
ccyloniciw (Dicrurus), 5s 140 

— (Mcrops), 4s 111 
Cej-x, 4 s 80 
Chaetomb, 8s 94 
Chaetura, 4 s 33 
Chairoarromb, 9s 57 
Chalcitcs,3s 221 
chalcites (Gua:lus),3: 221 
Cl:aIcopar:a, 10s 19 
Chalcophaps, 3 s 157 
chalcoptcrus (Cunorius), 3s 8 
Chalcostctha, lOs 21 

■’ *■ • * • ' r "1 

: 18 

WiiitipiiA, olS iij 

Charadriidac, 2s 205 
Charadrius, 2s 225 
charmensb (Carpodacus), 10: 178 
chayulcnsb (Paradoxomb, Suihora), 
6 ; 200 ^ 

— (Propasser), 10s 178 
chccla (Falco, Spilomb),’ Is 329 
Chdidorh)'nx,'’7s 205 
chcndoola (Alauda, Galcrida), 5t 37 
.cherrug (Falco), 1; 342 
chcrsoncus (Chry’socolaptcs), 4s 244 
ChetUuia, 2: 205 

Chibia, 5:113 
chicquera (Falco), 1; 359 
chinensb see nuchalb (Garrulax) 

2 - 168 

/ '2 

>1 

— (Oriolus), 5s 104 

— (Parra), 2s 198 

' — (Streptopelia), 3s 151 
chinqub (PoIypJectron), 2s 120 
chirurgus (Hydrophasianus, Tringa), 
2s 199 

Chlamydotis, 2s 191 
Chlidonias, 3s 38 
chioreus (Chloropsb), 6s 62 


chlorb (Halcyon), 4s 95 

— (lora), 6s 185 

— (Timalia]), 6t 185^ 


Bs 159 

Chloropsb, 6s 54 
chloroptcra (Treron), 3s 103 
chloropus see indica (Gallinuta) 
■^(Fuiicaha: 174 
chlororhyrtcha (Procellaria), Is 12 
chlororhynchus (Centropus), 3i 245 

— (Pumnus), Is 12 

Chlorotcsia, 8s 1 
chocolatina (Pnoepyga), 6s 163 
chocolatinus (Spclacomis), 6s 163 
Choriotis, 2: 188 ; 

Chorotesia Esif], 8s 1 
Chrtshna (Edolius), 5s 131 
chrislianifiidovtci (Falco), Is 358 
chry'saca (Stadiyrb), 6s 172 
chrysactos see daphanca (AquUa) 

— (Falco), It 272 , « 

chryxaews (Erithacus, Tarstger), 8s 234 

— (Proparus ?), 7t 109 
chrysochlora (Columba), 3s 157 
chrysochlore (Dicacum), 10: 5 

1 s 72 
: 52 

Chiyjomitris, 10: jjj 
C hiysomma, 6s 189 ^ 
chrj'sopiera (lanthocincia), 7: 61 
chiy soptcrus (Garrulax), 7s 61 


ediac (Cuculus, llicrococcyx;, 3i 
liconia. Is 98 

conia (Ardca, Ciconia), Is 99 
iconiidac, Is 91 
indidae, 9: 138 
indidium, 9: I 

ndorhyncha (Petrocinda), 9: 67 
nclorhynchus (Monticola), 9: 67 
inclus, 9t 138 
ndus (Cinclui), 9i 138 
inclus (Slumui), 9s 138 . _ 

ncraccum (Trocbaloptrr^, 7i Z4 
ncraceus (CarruU*), 7» 
nerasccus (Alauda), f * 
.(Euryccrcus, rrinia), 6: iD 
ncrM (Alcipp*-, MiniJ), 7l 112 

(Ardca), I S 54 
(CJlbndrrlh). Si 19 
(Fulia. 

(Moucilla), 9l 2<^'> 
[.\t.{n!rilrK>)J. 7> 22B 
2t it 

(ria\ (Mia). 2l 200 
{Sfoiopii'). 2i sr.o 



— (Tringa). 2:269 
cinerdccps (Alcippc), 7: 11/ 

— (Siva),?: 109 

<, '•■f'i''' '• I *• 9a 

C n' :. In,! 233 

cinereocapUla (CryiJtt^^opha), 7: 202 

— (Pnma), 8 : 48 

cincftoventris [Br.{acii>-poduis)], 6 ; 68 
cincrcm see dh*aricatijs (Lanius, Pcricro- 
coins) 

(Plmnanns, Vancllus), 2: 211 
cijinamomca (Ardca), 1: 84 

— (Motadlla), 6: 42 

— (PjTgita), 10: 75 

dnnamoracum (Gamilas), 7: 40 
cinnamomcxis (Lxobr>'clius)i 1: 84 
— • (Passer), 10: 75 _ 

— (Pcricrocotus), 6 : 42 
cinnamoventris (Sitia), 9s 213 
Cinn>'Tis, 10: 21 
CUrcactus, 1; 326 
circumspcctus (Neorms), 8 : 14 
Circus, Is 316 

Qrrehepidcsinos (Charadrius), 2; 225 

CSrrepidcsmxis, 2; 223 

cirrhatu (Falco, Spiaactus), Is 262 

- — (Lirrmaetops), 1 : 258 

Cma,5s203 

Gsticola, 8 : 29 

cudcola (Sylvia), 8 s 29 

citrcola (Motadlla), 9s 282 - 

dtrina (Zoothcra), 9s 86 

CStrinella (Emberira), 10 s 204 

Qtrinus (Turdus), 9 : 86 

Clamalor, 3: 192 

clanga (Aquila), Is 279 

Qaogula, Is 196 

clan^a (Anas, Buccphala), Is 193 

— (Glaudoncita), Is 198 
claudiac (Acanthopnaiste, Phyllosco- 

ptis), Ss 178 

cleghoniiae [F.(ranilinia)3, 8s 46 

dcia (C>-omb), 7s 169 
cl^-pcata (Anas), 1; 172 
Co^othraustes, 10s 122 
coccoihraustcs see humii (Coccolhraus- 
tcs) 

— (Loda),10s 122 
«>chmcliiacnsis (Chactura), 4; 35 

— (Chloropsts, Turdus), 6 : 62 
Co^oa, 9s 16 

cockbumiae (Anihus), 9s 266 
coci (StachjTis), 6 ; 176 •' 

coclcbs (Pxiivsilla), IQi 121 
coclestis (Scolopax),^: 278 
coelicolar (ric) (Gr.(andala)), 9s 4 
coclicolor (Cyomis), 7s 173 

— (Grandda), 9s 4 
coUaris'^Alcippc), 7 s 120 

— (Prunella), 9s 145 
(Stumus), 9s 145 

collinl (Miudcapa), 7s 166 

CoUocalIa,4s 25 

coUurio (Lanius), 5s 87 

collurioides (Lanius), 5: 83 

collybita (Phylloscopus, Syhda), 8 ; 136 

coltarti (Alcedo), 4s 78 

• — (StaAxiis), 6 s 177 

Coluinba,3s 119 

columbarius (Falco), Is 357 

columbianus (C^'gnitt), Is 134 

Columbidac, 3 s 93 

colutaboides (Palaeomis, Paitlacula), 3 s 
165 

commoda (AIdppc),7s 126 
commxmis see icicrops (Sylvia) 
coroprcssirostiis (Lcococcrca, Rliipidura), 
7:209 

condncns (Atroccpbalus), 8 ; \\4 

condnna (Psaltria), 9s 199 
concinnus (Acgithdos), 9s 200 
concolor (Dicacum), 10; 14 
coacolor (Falco), Is 356 

— (Hirundo),5s 55 

coucrcta see cyznca. (Musdcapa, Mus- 
dtrea) 

coacrctus (Picus), 4: 235 
Confucius (Passer), 10s 63 
confusa (Lusdnia), 8 s 224 

— (Xantholaema), 4s 163 
coafusus (Erithacus), 8 : 224 
conjuncta (StapHda), 7s 99 
connectcns (Strix), 3s 303 
Conostoma, 6 ; 196 

conoveri (Dcndrocopos), 4s 222 

— (Trcron),3s 101 

conlinentalis (Ccryle), 4; 68 
contra (Stumtis), 5s 172 ^ 

Gopsycbus, 8 s 239 

Coradas, 4: 114 

Coradidae,4s 113 

Coracina, 6 : 13 

corallina (Situ), 9s 224 

corax (CorNTis), 5s 26\ 

cordatus (Picus), 4s 236 

coromanda (Alc^o, Halc^-on), 4s 87 

— (Strix), 3: 278 

coromandclianus (Anas, Nettapus), Is 
190 

coromandelica (Cotumix), 2; 41 
coromandelicus (Charadrius, Cursorius), 
3; 9 

— (Tetrao), 2s 41 
coromandus (Bubo), 3s 278 

— (Bubulciis,Cancn>nia),l; 66 

— (Clamator, Cuculus), 3: 192 
coronau (Ficidula), 8s 174 

— (Hcmiprocne, Hbrundo), 4s S3 
coronalus see atratus (Ptcroclcs) 

— (Ae^thalus, Rcmiz), 9s 193 

— (Aiapeliceps, MIno), Ss 189 

— (Anthracoccros, Buceros), 4: 142 

— (Enicurus), 9: 6 

— (Orihotomus), 8 : 87 

— (Phylloscopus), 8 s 174 
coroae (Corvus), 5s 258 
Corvidae, 5 s 193 
Coma, 5; 242- 


CONSOLIDATED INDEX; SCIENTIFIC NAMES 


CotuTMc, 2s 37 

cotumix (Copimix, Tetrao), 2s 37 
cout^u (AnAus), 9s 269 
cranbrooki (Garrulax, Granunatoptila), 
7s 13 

crassirostris (Carpodacus, Rhodopcch>a) , 
10: 155 

— {Larus),3: 24 
crecca (Anas), 1; 151 
Crcx,2s 158 

crcx (Cfcx, Rallus), 2s 158 
Crimger, 6 s 100 

crimger (Prinia, Prinia? Su^-a), 8 s 70 
crinigcr (Suya), 8 s 37 
,crispi£nyns (Turdinua), 6 s 153 
c risp u s (Pelecanus), 1; 30 
crista ta (Alauda),5: 36 

— (Galerida),5: 36 

crisutu 5 (ColNTabus, Podiccps), Is 3 
ciisutus [G. (allicrcx)],2: 172 

— (i^anius), 5s 98 

— {Parus),9s 164 

— (Pavo),2s 123 
Crocctbia,2; 295 
cn>cina (Such^vis), 6 s 173 
Crocopus, 3 s 94 ' 

crocodus (Paradoxonus), 6 s 204 
CrossoptOon, 2: 92 

crossoptiloa, see harmani (Crossoptilon) 

— (Phasianus), 2s 92 
cnicntata (Ca^hu),lt)s 15 
cruentatum (Dicacum), 10: 15 
cnientipcctus (Dcndrocopos), 4: 221 
cruentus (Ithaginb, Phasianua), 2s 75 
cruralis (Brach^'ptcryx, Calliope?), 

8 : 209 

crypta (Ty'to), 3s 250 - 

cr^-ptanthus (Pomatorhinus), 6 s 133 
Crj'ptoplectron, 2s 44 
Cuc^dae, 3: 191 
cucuUata (Cissa, Urocissa), 5s 207 

— (Hirundo),5s 52 

— (Pitu),4s 254 

cucullatus see coronatus (Orthotomus) 

— (Phyllcrgatcs), 8 : 80 
cuculotdcs (Adceda), Is 214 

— (Glauddium, Xoctua), 3s 239 
cuculopsis see Hcterophasia 
Cuculus, 3: 193 

'Culidcapa, 7s 202 
culminatus (Corvus), 5s 256 
cuprca (Carpophaga, Ducula), 3s 118 
curoaicus (Quradrius), 2s 231 
cutTuca (Sylvia), 8 s 126 
cursitans (Cisticola, Prinia), 8 s 33 
cursor (Charadrius, Cursorius), 3s 8 
Cursorius, 3 s 7 

cursirostra see nipalcasis (Toria, Trcron) 

— (Columba),3; 94 
Cur\*iro 5 tra (Loxia), lOs 190 
Cuiia, 7s 71 

c\*ane * T 229 

cyanea ' ' * * • • 7s 183 

— (Pitu/, 4 j 

cs’anesccns (Falco), 1: 353 
q.'aneus (Circus, Falco), 1: 317 

— (Turdus), 9s 75 
c>*anicnUis (Eurystomus), 4s 120 
C)*ani venter (Tcsb), 8 s 1 
c^'anocephala (Psittacula), 3s 179 
c>'anocepbalus (Psittacus), 3s 179 
Cyanops,4; 159 
C)'anosyU'ia, 8 s 213 ' 

c^’anotis (Bucco, Mcgalaima), 4; 160 
c>*anoiu 5 (Turdus, Zwthcra), 9s 89 
cj’anouroptcra (^linla, Siva), 7s 95 
cyanurus (Erithacus, MotactUa), 8 ; 233 

— (Parus), 9s 176 
C>”giiU 5 , Is 134 

c^'gnus (Anas, Cj-gnusl, Is 136 
C^-omis, 7s 138 
Ciqwiurus, 4; 56 

dabryii (Acthopyga, Nectariiua), 10s 41 
dactylatra see melanops (Sula) 
daflaensis (Actinodura), 7: 88 

— (Suthora), 6 ; 203 

dalhousiae (Eurylaimus, Psarisomus), 
4; 248 

daphanca (Aquila), Is 273 
DapUon, Is 9 

daijcUensis [Picoidcs, Picus (Decdroco- 
pm)], 4s 218 
daulias (Lusdnia), 8 : 228 
<lanTnq (Turdus, Zoothcra), 9; 97 
.riaurica (Hirundo), 5: 66 
Davidi (Euscinia), 8 : 228 
davidia^ see potaninl (Monti&ingiUa, 
P>*rplauda) 

— (Suthora), 6 s 197 
davidsoni (Chloropsis), 6 s 57 
davisoni see sibirica (Zoothcra) 

— (Coracina, Lalagc), 6 s 23 

— (Halca-oa), 4; 97 
Davisoni (SpSorras),!.: 
da\'urica (Musdcapa), 7s 145 
dawae (Picus), 4s 1 84 
debilis (Passer), 10; 75 

decaocto (Columba, Strcplopdia), 3s 
147 

decaptus (Anihus), 9s 263 
decolorans (Parus), 9; 166 
dehrae (Picus), 4; 184 

— (Stumopastor), 5 s 172 
deignani (Aegithina), 6 : 52 

— (Dicacum), 10; 2 
dclacouri (Aldppc), 7: 112 
delcsserti (Cratcropus, Garrulax), 7s 19 

— (Indopicus), 4s 243 

DcUdiQti,5s 73 
Ilensolsellc, 2 ; 146 
Dcndrodtta, 5: 215 
Dcndrocopos, 4; 212 
Dcndrocygna, Is 13S 
Dendronanthus, 9; 272 
Dendrophassa, 3; 94 
Dendrotreron, 3; 120 — 

dcosai (Eremopbila), 5s 34 
dcrb>'ana (Psittacula), 3; 175 
Derbyanus (Palaeomis), 3s 175 


d e roepstorfi (Strix, T>'to), 3: 251 
dcscrti see phocnicuroidcs {Ammomaacs, 
M.(iralra)) 

— (Ocnanthe, Saxicola), 9 s 47 , 

descrticolor (Otus), 3; 267 
dcaertonim (Alauda), 5; 16 

deva (Alaud^ Galerida), 5 s 40 
dhannalcmnari (Pcricrocotus),' 6 s 42 
diardi (McUas, Rhopodytes), 3: 230 
diatropus (Dendrocopus), 4s 218 
Dicaeidae, 10s I 
Dicacum, 10: 1 
dichrous (Parus), 9 s 185 
Dicruridae, 5: 113 

dicnmfonnis (DicruruSjDisscmuroides), 
5s 134 

dicruroides (Pscudomis, Sumiculus), 

3s 224 

IMcrurus, 5; 113 
dldn (Butorides), Is 62 
difiusus (Oriolus), 5: 103 
digitatus (P>TThocorax), 5s 236 
diluta (Cotile, Riparia), 5 s 49 

— (Olocorys), 5s 33 
liilutum (Dinopium), 4; 195 
ddutus {Br.(acbyptcmus)], 4s 196 

— (Passer), 10s 70 
Dinopium, 4s 195 

diphone see canturians (Arundinax, 
Ccttia) 

discessa (C^-anecuLa), Bs 21B 
discolor (C^hia), 9s 238 
dispar (Turdus), 6 s 67 
Dissemumtdcs. 5: 113 
Disscmiimlus, 5: 113 
Dtsscmurus, 5: 113 
dissimllis (Turdus), 9s 106 
divaricatus (Lanhis, Pcricrocotus), 6 : 39 
dbumi (Geocichla Zoothcra), 9 s 95 
dobsoni (Coracina, Graucalus), 6 s 18 
dolosa (Eudynamys), 3s 230 
domestica (Anscr), Is 125 

— (FrmgUla), 10; 62 
domesticus (Passer), 10s 63 
domicola (Hinmdo), 5s 61 
dominica see ful\*a (Pluvialis) 
dorabtatai ( Apus), 4: 40 

doriae (Alacmon, Ccrtbilauda), 5s 16 
doijei (Cinclus),9s 144 
dottalis (Lcioptila), 7; 132 

— (Zosterops), 10: 56 

dougalii see konates (Sterna, Slemula) 
drasticus (Abroscopus), 8 s 191 
dresscri (Stumus), 5s 169 
Dtoma<Hdae, 2,1 337 
Dromas, 2; 337 
dryas (Hciruprocne) , 4 s 53 
Dsymocharea, 8 s 203 
Dryobates, 4s 213 
Dryocopus, 4s 208 
Dryonastes, 7 s 1 
dubia (Arden), 1; 105 
. * dubius * see femininus (Carpodacus) 
dubius (Charadrius), 2 s 231 

— (L^tbptilos), Is 105 
Ducula, 3: 110 

dukhunensis (Alauda, Calandiclla), 5:21 

— (Moucilla), 9: 288 
duldvox (Alauda), 5: 42 
Dumetia, 6 s 178 

dumctorum (Acrocephalus), 8 s 109 
Dumondi (Mmo), 5s 189 
DUpetor, Is 88 

dussmnicr{Hcmipodiu 5 ,Turmx), 2 ; 128 
dussumicri (Accipitcr, Falco), 1: 235 
duvauceUi (Charadriiss, Vandlus), 2s 
216 

dybowskii (Otis), 2: 186 

carlo (Malacoccrcus,Turdoldcs), 6 s 218 
eblis (Ery-thrina), 10s 183 
eclii>es [Chatorhca (ric)], 6 s 215 
edwardi (Str^tqpc^), 3 z 155 
edwaxdsu see rubicunda (Carpodacus, 
,Erythrina) 

cgcrtoni (Actinodura), 7s 83 
cgrcgia (Zosterops), 10s 57 
Egrctta, Is 68 
cidos ((^primulgus), 4s 23 
Eladssixa, 6 s 159 
Elaaus, 1; 212 
Elaphromis, 8 : 20 
Elathca, 6 : 67 

elegans (L^topoecUc), 8 s 199 

— (Phacnicorais), 6 s 25 

elgim (Hacmaiomis, Spilomis), Is 335 
dphinstonii (Columlaa, Ptilinopus), 3; 
132 

Ekcya, 2; 225 
Elscvx^mis, 2s 225 

dwesi (Ercmophila, Otocorb), 5; 35 

— (Zosterops), 10s 57 
Emberiza, 10: 204 
Embcrizidae, 10: 204 

etncxia (Motacitia, Fycnonotus), 6 s 79 
Enicurus, 9: 6 

enjgmaticus (Anthm), 9 s 250 

— (Passer), 10: 63 

— (Ptcrodes),3; 85 

epauletta (Pyrrhoplectcs, Pyrrhula?), 
10; 195 

Epl^tes, S: 321 
cpOcpidota (Myiotberal, 6 s 152 

— (Napothera), 6 ; 154 
episcopus (Ardm, Cconia), Is 93 
Q?ops (Upupa), 4s 124 
Eronophlla, 5; 32 
Ercaioptcrix, 5 s 8 

eriinelas (Copsychiu), 8 : 243 
Erismatura, Is 208 
criihaca (Alcedo), 4: 81 
Erithacirf, 8 s 213 
erithacus (Ccyx), 4s 8 l 
ctithronothos (Picus), 4s 201 
crlaagcri (Ptcrodcs, Ptcrodurus), 3 z 82 
ermtnea (Strix), 3s 284 
•emstmayri (Hirundo), 5: 76 
crochroa (Phylloscopus), 8 s 152 
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EroUa, 2 s 295 
Erpornis, 7s 97 
erythaca (Pyrrhula), 10; 199 
crythrina (Loxia), lOs 166 
crythrinus (Carpodacus), 10; 166 
crythrocep^a (Cisticola), 8 s 30 

— (PjTxhuIa), 10s 2CI 

— (Streptopclia), 3 s 146 
crythnxiphalinn (Cmclosoma), 7s 57 
cry'throcephalus (Garrulax), 7: 57 

— (Harpactes, Trogon), 4s 66 

— (Parus), 9 s 200 

— (Turtur),3s 146 
crythrogaster see grandts (Phocaicurus, 

Ruticilla) 

‘—(Turdus), 9s 70 
crythrogcays (Palaeomis), 3s 177 

— (Pomatorhinus), 6 s 141 
crythrolacma (Garrulax, Trochalop- 

tcroa),7:62 ' 
crythronota (Sylvia), 8 ; 249 
cry-thronotos (Ccrthla), 10s I 

— (Dicacum), 10s 1 
crythronotus (CoUurio, Lanius), 5s 93 

— [Dinophiia (Picoldc 3 )l, 4 s 195 

— (Phoeaicurus), Bs 249 
crythroptera (Mhafra), 5s 7 
oythropterus (Emberiza), 10s 232 

— (Lanius), 7: 74 
cry-thropus (Anas, Anscr), Is 128 

— (Sco\opax,Txrnga),^s TLbb 
Erythropj-gia, 8 ; 210 
erythropygia (Hirundo), 5: 70 

— (Muscicapa), 6 s 45 

— (Stumia), 5s 157 

/ cry'thropy’gius (Pcricrocotus), 6 s 45 

— (Stumus), 5s 157 
erythrorhyncha (Cissa) ,^5: 209 

— (Coturnix, Poriicula), 2s 51 
crvthrorhmchos (Certhia, Dicaeum), 

lOs 10 

eiy-throrhynchus (Buceros), 4s 129 

— (Corvus), 5; 203 
cry-throds (Pomatorhinus), 6 s 143 
erythrura (Saxicoloidcs), 9s 61 
crynbrurus [Turdus (Saxicoloidcs)), 9 s 

61 

Esacus, 3s 4 

cscuicnta (CoUocalia), 4s 32 

— (Hirundo), 4s 25 
estriata (Loni^ura), 10 : 108 
EstriJda, 10; 101 

cthologus (Pcricrocotus), 6 ; 32 
Eud)iianjys, 3s 226 
eugenei (Myiophoneus, Myiophonus), 
9s 82 

Eulabcs,5s 190 
Eulabetidae see Smmidae 
Eulophus, 2 : 111 
Eumyias, 7s 138 
eimomus (Turdus), 9s 130 
eupatria (Psittaculs, Fsittacus), 3; 166 
euphonia (Muscicapa), 7: 159 
Eupoda, 2 s 225 
Eupodods, 2s 193 
curhinus (Tetanus, Tringa), 2s 237 
eurizonoides see amauroptera (Poraana, 
Rallisa) 

europaea (Pipra?), 9s 199 

— (Sitta),9: 208 
europaeus (Capriinulgus),4; 7 

— (Charadrius), 3s 7 
Eurostopodus, 4t 4 
Euryccrcus, 8 : 37 
Eurylaimidae, 4s 246 
Eurynorhynchus, 2s 312 
Eurystomus, 4 s 120 
cuterpe (Myophonus), 9s 79 
evemnanni (^luznba), 3: 128 
Excalfactoria, Zs 3? 
czcaliactoria (Cotumix), 2: 37 
excubitor (Lanius), 5s 79 
exilis (Cisdcola), 8 : 30 
cximia (Lalage) 6 : 21 
exquisitux (Gj'omis), 7; 167 
extimus (Phylloscopus), 8 ; 174 
exustus see crlangeri (Ptcrodcs, Ptero- 

durus) 

Cibalis (Anscr), Is 125 
lairbanki (Garrulax, Trochalopteron). 
7s 42 

falcata (Anas), 1: 165 

falcincllus (Lfmlcota, Scolopax), 2: 315 

— (Plegadis, Tantalus), 1; 1 14 
Falco, Is 341 

Falconidac, Is 338 
fallax (Bulwcria), 1: 15 
familiaris (Certhia), 9; 232 

— (Erythropygia, Sylvia), 8 : 210 

— (Prinia), 8 ; 37 
famosa (Cwthia), 10s 21 
fasexata (Aquila), Is 266 

— (Psittacula), 3s 172 

— (RalUna),^*. 

fasetacus (Harpactes, Trogon), 4s 63 

— (Hieraaetus), 1: 266 

— (Psittacus), 3s 172 

— (Rallus).2: 154 
l^tuosa (Cyanecula), 7; 181 
fatidicus (Cuculus), 3; 204 
favillaceus (Pcricrocotus), 6 : 32 
fcai (Merula, Turdus), 9s 125 
femininus (Carpodacus), 10s 178 
fc^banOTB [Carpodacus, E.(rythriaa)], 

feriha (Anas), Is ISO 
femandona (Orthotomus), 8 s £6 
fcTOx (Acdplter), Is 32/ 
ferrago (Columba), 3s 143 
ferrea (Saxicola), 9s 37 
Fcmigtlatus (Pomatorhinus), 6 ; 141 
ferruginca (Anas, Tadoma), Is 141 

— (Hemichelidon, Muscicapa), 7 s 152 

— (Sasia), 4s 176 

-i-r...,. r 145 

■ * i - ■■ -4: 239 

Bsschii see bamesi (Oenanthe, Sasdcola) 
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--(Palaeomis, Psittaoila), 3: 184 
nabcflifera (Muscicapa), 7: 205 
fiammca (Muscicapa), 6: 27 

— (Strix), 3: 314 
flammeus (Asio), 3s 314 

— (Pcricrocotus), 6: 27 
flammiccps [Acgitalus («V), Ophalo- 

pyrus], 9: 195 

— — »..«.\ o. lOK 

fla^ • ‘ ‘ . 

fla' . ■ 

fla: ■ - . 


flavcsccns (P>’cnonotus), 6: 96 
flaviccps see passerinus (PIoccus) 

— (Ploceus), lOj 98 

ilavicoIHs (Ardea, Dupclor), Is 88 

— (Fringilla), 10: 80 

— (Yuhina), 7: 102 


«s 193 

flavinucha (Picus), 4 s 190 
flavipectus (Pams), 9: 176 
fiavipes (Bubo, Cultrunguis), 3s 283 
flawostris (Acanthis), 10: 142 

— [Cissa, Ps.(ilorhmus)], 5s 208 

— (Gecinus, Picus), 4s 182 

/n « * ' 



:■ "'’lemthius) 
flavivcntcr (Tesia), 8 s 1 
flavivcntris (Abromis, AbrosCopus). 8s 
190 

— (Orthotomus, Prinia), 8s 67 

— (Pycnonotus, Vanga), 6s 72 

' ' ■ '* ' ' r:- 187 

13 


flemingi (Garrulax), 7s 55 
fluvialis (Pandion), Is 335 
fluvxcola (Hirundo), 5: 64 
fockelmanni (Gennacus)j 2s 97 
fokicnsis [Halcyon (Entomobia)], 4s 92 
formosa (Anas), Is 154 

— (Estrilda, Fringilla), 10: 103 
formosa (Sitta), 9 s 223 
formosae (Ocndrodtta), 5s 225 
formosus (Pomatorhinus), 6s^I46 

— (Spelaeornis, Troglodytes), 6s 166 
forresli (Phylloscopus), 8s 160 
Forsyths [P.(yrrhocorax), 5: 236 
fortipes (Cettia, Horornis), 8s 10 
fragosa (Psittacula), 3s 169 
francica(CoIlocalia),4s31 ” 
FrancoUnus, 2s 20 

francoUnus (Francolinus), 2s 21 

— (Tetrao),2s 20 
Franklinia, 8s 37 

franVHnii (Bucco, M€galairoa),4: 157 

— (Prinia), 8s 56 
fraterculus (Pericrocotus), 6s 28 
Fregata, Is 47 

Fregatidae, 1: 46 
Frcgctta, Is 20 
freta (Tephrodomis), 6s 10 
frcycinct (Megapodiws), 2s 1 
Fringilanda («r), 10s 148 
Fringilauda, 10s 148 
Fringilla, 10s 121 
fringillarius (Falco), Is 338 
Fringillidae, 10s 120 
fringilHrostris (Linota), 10: 141 
frontalc (Cinclidium), 9: 3 
frontalis (Chloropsls, Phyllomis), 6s 57 

— (Dendrocitta), 5: 222 

— (Phoenicura, Phoenicurus), 8s 258 

— (Sitta), 9s 224 
frugilegus (Corsiis), 5s 248 
fryi (Carinc), 3s 302 
fuMta (Emberiza), 10: 227 
fuciphaga (Collocalia), 4; 28 
fugans (Xanthixus), 6s 96 
fugax (Cuculus), 3s 198 
FuJica, 2: 180 

fulicaria (Tringa), 2 s 322 
fuL’carius (Phalaropus), 2s 322^ 
fulicata (Motacilla, Saxicoloida), 9s 62 
fuliginosa (Hemichdidon), 7s 144 

— (Phoenicura), 8: 266 
fuliginosus (Rhyacomis), 8: 266 
fuligivcnter [H.(oromis)?, Phyllosco- 
pus], 8s 146 

Fultgida, I: 179 

fuligula (Anas, Aythya), Is 185 

— (Sterna), 3s 59 
fulva (Pluvialis), 2: 222 

fulvcscens (Accentor, Prunella), 9s 155 

— (Gyps), Is 301 
Fulvetta, 7s 109 

fulvnfrons [Paradoxomis, T.(emnoris)], • 
6s 199 


fu/Wpennis (Lamprotomij), 5: 148 
fuKaventris (Prinia), 8s 67 
fulviis see fulvesccns (Gyps) 

— (Charadrius), 2s 222 
lulms (Indicator), 4s 167 

— (Vultur), Is 301 
fumidus (Acridothcres), 5s 186 

— (Dendrocopus), 4s 218 
fumigaia (Lonchura, Munta), 10s IIO 
funebris (K<»idcs), 4 s 234 

funcrea (Strut), 3s 317 
funercus (Acgollus), 3: 317 

— (Strix), 3r 316 
furcata (Proccllaria), Is 20 
furcatus (Parus), 7: 64 
furvai (Mirafra)* 5s 7 • 

fxisca (Alcedo, Halcyon), 4s 90 

— (Alcippc), 7s 124 

— (Ccrcomda. Saw'cola), 9s 20 

— (CurTaca),8: 108 

(Drymoica, Printa), »: 55 

^fusca(PorTana),2: 164 
fuscata see nubilosa (Sterw) 

— fPh>llopocmic), 8s 149 
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fuscatsis (Phylloscopus), 8: 149 
fusdeaudata (Otocompsa), 6s 77 
fusdeaudatus (Pycnonotus), 6s 77 
fusdrollis (Ph^crocorax), Is 39 
fusdphaga [r:V] see capnitis (Collocalia) 

r. ... .. ^ j22 

• 6:122 

• »ycn®* 

iiukujy, US I u 

fuscus (Acridothcres, Pastor), 5s 183 

— (Acroccphalus), 8: 103 

— (Artamus), 5s 143 

— (Larus), 3: 28 

fytchi see hopfcinsoni (Bambusicola) 

galaciotes familiaris {Er>'throp>*gia, 
Sylvia) 

— (Sylvia), 8s 210 
galbanatus (Garrulax), 7: 18 ' 
galbanus (Garrulax), 7s 18 
galbinus (Pcricrocotus), 6s 41 
galericulata (Aix, Anas), is 189 
Oalerida, 5: 36 

galgulus (Psittacus), 3: 188 
galilejensis (Apus, Cypselus), 4 s 50 
GaJIicrcx, 2: 172 

1: 

i : • . ■: • . 2: ■ * 

i;. ■ . ■ . : 

. . I'. : •. .1. 8». ‘.S,,-.- : H .2: 287 

GallinuIa.Ss 174 
Galloperdbc, 2s 66 
Callus, 2: 102 
gallus (Gallus), 2s 102 

— (Phasianus), 2s 102 
Gampsorhynchus, 7: 81 
ganeesa (Hypsipetes), 6s 112 
gangetica (Prinia, Suya), 8s 62 
gangelicus (Otus), 3: 268 
gardneri (Phasianus), 2: 74 

_ 1 1,—:. /t> J fr. 201 


Garrulax, 7r 1 

Garrulus, 5s 198 

garrulus see semcnovvi (Coracias) 

— (Bombycilla, Lanius), 5: 266 
(Coracias), 4:114 

gaizctta (Ardea, Egretta), Is 72 
Gavia, Is 1 
Gaviidac, 1: I 
Gecinulus, 4s 204 
Gdochelidon, 3s 42 
gcnci (Lams), 3: 35 
gencrosa (Halcyon), 4s 90 
Gennaeus, 2s 93 

gentiUs see schvedowi (Acciplier, Asfur) 

— (Falco), 1:232 
Gcodchta, 9 s 82 

geokichla (Brachypteryx), 8: 207 
gertrudis (Ldoihrix), 7: 67 
gibberifrons see albogularis (Anas, 
Mateca) 

— 7- *'^7 

. '4:229 

i 

gilgit (Garmlax, lanthocinda), 7s 46. 
gingalcnsis (Buccros, Tockm), 4; 133 
ginpnianus (Acridothcres, Turdus), 5: 
181 

(Neophron, Vultur), Is 312 
girensis (Brach^-piernus), 4s 196 
gilhaginea see crassirostris (Carpodacus, 
Rhodopechys) 

• — (Fringilla), 10: 154 
glacialis (Anas), Is 196 
glandarius (Corvus), 5s 198 

— (Cuculus), 3; 192 

— (Garmlus), 5s 199 
Glarcola, 3s 12 
glarcola (Tringa), 2: 265 
Glareolidae, 3s 7 
Glauddium, 3: 284 ' 
glaucina (Sitta), 9s 75 
glauconotus (Plcruthius), 7s 74 
Glottis, 2s 254 

godlc^^•3ki^ (Agrodroma, Antlsus), 9s 259 
godwini (Garrulax, Trocfaalopteron), 
7:61 

— (Pomatorhinus), 6; 139 
goensis see Vandlus 
goisagi (Nyclicorax), I s 80 
goliath (Ardea), Is 53 
Golzii (Lusdnia). 8:214 
gorii (Gccinus), 4t 182 
Gorsachius, 1 s 80 

gouldlae (Acthop>’ga, Cinnyris), 10: 39 
gouldii (Mcrula, Turdus), 9: 124 
govinda (MilvusL Is 227 » 

gracilis Icpida (Pnnia) 

— (Heterophasia, Hypsipetes), 7s 132 

— (Prinia), 8s 42, 49 

— [SylWa ( =. Prinia)], 8; 42 
Gracula, 5: 190 
Graculidac see Stumidae 
graeulus see digitatus (Pyrrhocorax) 
Gracupjca, 5s 151 

gradaria (Co1umba),3: 122 
graeca see chukar (Alectoris, Perdix) 
Graminicola, 8i 78 
Grammatoptila, 7s I 
Grandala, 9s 4 

grandis see fulvipcnnis (I^amprotomis) 

— (Alcedo), 4s 74 

— (Bucco), 4; 146 

■ — (Carpodacm), 10s 173 

— (Chaitaris, Muscicapa), 7s 176 

— (Diemms, Edolius), 5: 136 

— (Gy'pactus), Is 314 

— (Phoenicurus, RutlctUa), 8s 264 

— (Strut), 3« 304 

grant! (Pellomeum), 6s 119 
grantia [Gcdnula*. Picus (Chr^'sono- 
tui}], 4r205 
gratior (Garrulax), 7s 21 
grajii (Ardea, Ardeola), Is 63 
gregarius (Qiaradrim, VancIIus), 2s 208 ‘ 
grisea (Abuda, Eremoptcrix), 5s 9 

— (Scolopax), 2i 276 


griscata UanthocineJa), 7s 53 
griscicapilla (Ducula),3s 119 
griscicauda (Garrulax), 7s 31 
grisciceps (Acihopyga), 10s 43 
griscigna(Podiccps),l; 5,369 
griseigularis see bactrianus (Passer) 

— (airj-somma, Pyctorhis), 6: 194 

^ J*,p' f 


— (Turdus), 6s 232 

grisola (Pachyccphala, Tephrodomis). 

7s 228 * 

gros^’eno^i (GamJax), 7s 26 
Gruidae, 2: 135 
Gms, 2sJ35 
gms see lilfordi (Gms) 

— (Ardea), 2s 135 

guglidmi (Hvpsipctcs, Microscclis), Gs 
106 

gularis (Microptemus, Phaiopicus) 4; 

.179 

— see mbricapilJa (Macronous, Mota- 
cilla) 

gularis/ATschistacea [Ardca (Leptero- 
das), Egretta] 

— [Accipitcr, Asiur (Nisus)], Is 250 

— (Anthipa),7s 138 

— (Brach>’pus, Pycnonotui), 6s 73 

— (Francolinus, Perdix), 2s 33 

— (Garmlav, larithocinda), 7: 21 

— (Lanins), 6: 5‘ 

— (ParadoxornU), 6s 209 

— (Tephrodomis), 6: 6 

— (Yuhina), 7; 104 
gulgula (Alauda), 5s 46 

gulmcrgi (Hemichdidon, Aluscicapa), 

7s 142 

gurgaont (Caprimiilgus), 4: 21 
gurial (Alcedo), 4j 84 
guttacristatus (Chr^-socolaptes, Picus), 
4:243 

guttata (Alauda), 5s 44 

— (Alcedo), 4$ 70 

guttaticollis (Napothera, Turdmiiltis), 

6: 155 

— (Paradoxomis), 6: 212 
guttatus (Caprimulgus), 4s 4 

— (Enicurus), 9s 15 

— (Turdinus), 6: 168 

gutiifcr (Tetanus, Tringa), 2s 268 
guttulaia {Cer^4c), 4s 70 
gutturalis (Hirundo), 5s 59 
guzurata (Sylvia), 8s 81 
guzuratus (Orthotomus), 8s 81 
Gygis, 3s 73 

g>'ldenstolpei (Picus), 4t 188 

g>'mnopthaImu5 (pjcoidcs, Picus), 4s 233 

Gymnorhis, 10s 78 

Gypaeius, Is 314 

Gyps, 1:301 

GN'psophila, 6: 153 

* •- V 4: 163 


hacmatopygia (Lcucostictc, MoniUrin- 
gilla), 10; 153 
Hacinatornis, Is 329 
lOs !Q3 

! .s ' ■ H-.: • ;• . 1:211 
1...S :•;! ‘ . 6s 89 

haemorrhousus (Pycnonotus), 6s 89 
hafizi (Erithacus, Luscinia), 8:214 
Halcyon, 4: 87 
Haliaeetus, Is 285 
haliaetus (Falco, Pandion), I: 336 
Haliastur, Is 230 
halibrccla (Gracula), 5s 196 
halimodcndri (SylWa), 8: 128 
hamiltoni see chlororhyncha (Procel- 
Jaria) 

hamihon//'- ’ o. oi 

haplonota 

hardxvickii . ' 

— (Garrulax), 7: 16 

— fPicoidcs, Picus (Dendrocopos)], 4; 
231 

— (Picus), 4: 213 

— (Strix), 3s 280 

!»• 114 


— (Pomatorhinus), 6s 143 
harmani (Crossoptifon), 2s 92 
Harpactes, 4: 60 

hartcrli see saharac (Burhinm) 

— (Acanthopneuste), 8s 178 

— (Falco), 1: 347 

— (fxulus), 7s 103 

— (Mulleripicus), 4s 306 

. — (Phylloscopus), 8t 178 
hastata (Aquila), Is 20! ’ 

hastalns (Morphnus), It 281 
hazarae (Caprimulgus), 4s 8 
hcinrichi (Carduclis), 10s 139 

4.911 


314 


hcmilasius (Buleo), It 253 
Hemilophus a Muilcripicu*. 4s 200 
Hemiprocne, 4: 58 
‘Hemiprocaes, 4: 58 
llemipus, 6s 1 

hemtspila (Nucifraga), 5s 233 


hcmprichii [Larm, Laruj (Adebnu)], 3 

hcnoticus (Hj'poptcus', 4s 211 
henrici (Francolinm), 2s 21 
^(Garrulax, Trochalopieron), 7: 51 
^paticus (Passer), 10s 73 
Herbivocula, 8: 132 
hercules (Alcedo), 4; 74 
hessci (Picus), 4; 188 
Hctcroglaux, 3s 297 
HeteTophasia, 7 s 127 
Heteroxenitus, 8s 203 
heugitflt (Larus), 3; 26 
hej-i (Perdix), 2s 8 
hiaticula see tundrae (Aedalitis 
Charadrius) ’ 

— • (Charadrius), 2: 2^Z 
Hicraaeius, Is 265 
Hierococcyx, 3: 193 
HilarodcWa, 7s 72 
him^ayana j« finschii (Palacomii, 
Pstttacuta) 

himalayana (Cerlhia), 9: 237 

— (Ji'nx), 4: 17Q 

— (Pmndla), 9: 148 

— (Psittacula), 3s 183 
Himalayanus ? (Accentor), 9s 148 
himalayanus (Fregilus, Pyrrhocorax), 5s 

241 

Himalayanus [Psitlacus (Conurui)], 3, 
183 

himalayensis (Dendrodtta), 5s 226 

— (Gyps), Is 302 

— (Loxia), 10: 190 

— (Picoides, Ptcus), 4t 217 

— (Rcgulus),8s 197 

— (Sitta), 9; 219 

— (TctraogaJIus), 2s 13 
Himantopus, 2; 328 

himantopus (Charadrius, Himantopus), 

Hindustan (Picrodcs), 3s 82 

I • . .. •. ^ 27 

■ I • 27 


tiimna-apus, 4s oa 
Hirundmidae, 5: 48 
Hirundo] 5 s 52 
hirundo (Sterna), 3; 50 
h/spantoiensis see transcaspicus (Power) 
hodgei (Dryocopus, Mulleripicus), 4: 
210 

hodgsoni see lepfda (Prinia) 

— (Abromb?, Abrojcopus), 8s 195 

— (Anthus),9s243 

— (Balrachostomus, Otolhrbc), 4:3 

— (Caprimulgus), 4t 16 

— (Certhia), 9s 232 


Is 


'■.III 


, . 7: I 

.1 ' ...• , f: :">7 

• (Phyllornb), 6s 55 

> , • • j'.. «. 9^ 


. . . ' ‘ * ' fftnl* 

Jophus)], 4: 208 

— [Harpactes, Trogon (Harpactes)], 6s 

— (Prinia), 8s 42 

I , . ftro 

' '■ ■ J36 

homeyeri (Lanius), 5s 82 

— (Phyllopncuste), 8s H9 
Homochlamj-s, 8; 5 
homrai (Buccros), 4s 143 
hopkinsoni (Bambusicola), 2: 64 
Hoplopterus, 2: 205 
hopwoodi (Dicrurus), 5s 121 
Horeites, 8s 5 

Horornis, 8s 19 

HorsHclai (sic) [Cinnyris], 10: 42 
horsficldi (Aetljopyga, Ncctarinia), 10s 
42 

horsfic/di (Cuculus), S: 320 
Horsnddii (CalJophasIs), 2s 99 
horsheldii (Myiophonus, Myophonus), 
9s 77 

— (Pomatorhinus), 6: 134 
hortensb jce jerdoni [G(urTUca), 

Sylria] 

hortulana (Emberiza), 10: 219 

. 'C..-- .4 JA. 

r ■ « 1 • rus),5sl31 


Huhua,*3: 2/1 

huma>ainl (Pycnonotus), 6s 86 
humei (Acgithina), 6s 50 

— (Artamus), 5s 145 

— (Dendrocopos), 4t 224 

— (Heleroriiyndius, Splicnocidila), 6i 
167 

— (Microptemus), 4f 177 

— (Phylloscopus, Rfguloidfs)/ 8s ^^7,- 
humiac (CaUophaib, Synnitimi),2s 119 
humii (Carpodacus, Pyrrhospira), lOi 

188 

— (Coccotlirauslrt), 10s |23 

— (IIaIc>-on), 4s 96 

— (Hy-psipetei, Microicelu), 

— (Molpasies, Pycnonofuf), 

— (Parsdaxom'rf, Suthorj), 6i *0- 

— (Stumus). 5s 170 i<i 

humilb (Coluniba. Streptopeha). 

— (Podocei). 5: 229 a. tfjt 

huttnni (Accentor, Frunrib), 9t 

— (EpWiIlo, Ol.»). 3' 

Jlultoni fEu.(.pI>nl), 10; , , 

Iiulioni (.'•tshcocrrnti. 1 urdo m), tl 

hib'idj iff indicJ (adidnniii, Vir.lirj) 
_ (rioTih"” 

bybridu) (rfnilhmA. 71 <0 
Hydrobjlid.'-, li 17 
Ilydfocliu. 4i MO 
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Hydrophastaniis, 2: 198 
hydrophilus see <2nclu5 
Hydroprogne, 3: 45 
hycmalis (Anas, ClanguU), 1: 196 
Hypacanthis, 10: 133 
hypcrborca (Tringa), 2: 321 
hypcnnclacna (Poccile), 9: 177 
hypcrmelas (Pams), 9: 177 
hyperythra (Argya), 6: 223 

— (Brachypteryx), 8: 205 

— (Dumetia, Timalia), 6s 181 

— (Hinindo), 5: 72 

— (fanthia), 8s 237 
hyperythra (Muscicapa), 7s 163 

— (Siphla), 7: 157 
hyperythrus (Erithacus), 8s 237 

— (Himndo), 5s 72 

— (Hypopicus, Picus), 4; 211 

— (Turdoidcs), 6 s 223 
Hypocolius, 5; 268 

hypolcuca see tomensss (Muscicapa) 

— (Timalia), 6s 189 
hy'poleucos (Orthorhinus, Pomato- 

rhinus), 6; 144 

— (Tjicga),2:271 
hypolcucum (Chrysomma), 6s 189 
bypomelus (Charadrius), 2: 220 
Hypopicus, 4s 210 
Hypotacnidia, 2: 149 
HypothyTnis, 7 s 223 
hypoxantha (Rhipidura), 7: 206 
Hypsipetes, 6: 101 

lanthia, 8: 213 
ianthlna (Columba), 3: 120 
lanthocincla, 7s 1 
lanthoenas, 3: 120 
Ibidorhyncha, 2: 334 
Ibis, Is 92 

ibis see coromandus (Bubulcus) 

— (Ardea), Is 66 

— (Tantalus), Is 92 

ichAyaetus (Falco, Icthyophaga), Is 292 

— (Lams), 3s 29 

icterica (Emberiza), 10s 209 
ictcricus (Criniger, Hypsipetes), 6: 104 
ictcrioidcs (Coccothraustcs, Myccrobas), 
•10s 124 

icterops (Sylvia), 8s 124 
Ic Ayophaga, 1 s 292 
Ictinactus, Is 283 

idiochroa (HypoAymis, Monarcha), 7s 
227 

ignicauda [Acthopyga, (Cinnyris)], 10 s 
50 ' 

ignipcctus [Dicaeum, M.(y 2 anthe)], 10s 

ignitus (Phasianus), 2s 93 « 

\ .'.7s ^9 

, (i: IV'^ 

i* ■: '■ . j: 

s'. V'l 'I \ ■!* ss’, Os I 
imbricata (Zoothera), 9: 100 
imbricatus (Garrulax), 7: 49 
immaculata (Prunella), 9 s 160 
inunaculatus [Acc. (enter)], 9s 160 

— [Eaicums,Motacilla(£mcurus)3,9:9 
Immer (Golymbus), 1$ 1 

impejanus (Lopbophorus, Phasianus),2t 
88 

impmdens (Garrulax), 7: 60 
incognitus (Ficoides, Picus), 4s 222 
incompicua (Alauda), Ss 44 
indica (Athene, Noctua), 3s 299 

— (Chactura), 4s 36 

— (Chalcophaps, Columba), 3: 157 

— (CKlidonias, Viralva), 3s 39 

— (Coracias), 4s 118 

— (Gallmula),2s 175 

— (Gracula), 5: 194 

— (Kittacincla), 8s 246 

— (M^alaima), 4: 163 

— (Motacilla), 9: 273 

— (Otis, Sypheotida), 2s 196 

— (Parra), 2: 201 

— (Pratincola, Saxicola), 9s 28 

— (Riparia), 5 s 49 

— (Sylvia), 8: 236 

— (Tringa), 2s 212 

— (Upupa), 4: 128 
Indicapus, 4 s 33 
Indicator, 4s 165 
indicator (Cuculus),4s 165 
Indicatoridae, 4; 165 

indicus (Accipitcr, Astur), 1; 240 
— (Anas, Anscr), Is 137 

— (Bucco),4s 163 

— (Burhinus, Oedicnemus), 3s 2 

— (Caprimulgus), 4s 10 

— (Copsychus), 8 s 246 

— (Enicurus), 9s 12, 

— (Erithacus), 8s 236 

— (Eulabes), 5: 194 

— (Gallinula), 2: 175 

— (Gyps, Vultur), 1: 304 

— [Hypsipetes, T.(richophorus)], 6s 105 

— (Metopidius), 2: 201 

— (Oriolus), 5: 105 

— (Passer), 10s 63 

— (PhacAon), Is 22 

— (Phasianus), 2s 106 

— (Pterocles, Tetrao), 3s 92 

— {RaUus),2s 151 
— ^'(Scolopax), 2s 292 

— (Stumus),5: 170 

— (Vancllus),2s212 
indigo (Muscicapa), 7; 138 
indoburmanica see avcnsis (Palaeomis, 

Psittacula) 

indoburmanicus [P.(alaeomis)], 3: 164 
indochinemis (Musdeapa), 7s 167 
indraaec (Strix^ 3s 308 
mdus (Falco, Haliastur), Is 230 
incxpcctaia (CoUocalia), 4s 31 
infamuis (N>-cticorax), Is 78 
mfiraa (CcrAia), 9s 237 
infumatus (C^’pselus, Cypsiurus), 4 s 57 
infuscata (Sterna), 3: 62 

— (Taccocua), 3 s 236 


inluscatus (AcridoAcrcs, Acthiopsar), 5s , 

187 

inglisi (Microperdbc, Pcrdicula), 2s 53 
— (Prinia), 8: 59 » 

• • •- 4 ; 12^257 ' 

■■ — ' * - 4 : 172 

4 


inopinatus tAnibusj, 9 s z45 
inoraata (Megalaima), 4s 152 

— (Prmta), 8? 53 

inomatus (Phylloscopus, Rcgulus), 8:156 
inquicA see striato (Scotoccrca) 
inquictus (Malurus), 8s 76 
insignis (Aesalon, F^co), 1 : 357 

— (Ardea), Is 53 

— (Drymoipus, Prinia), 8s 64 

— (Ducula), 3s 116 

— (Saxicola), 9s 24 
insulae (Hemipus), 6s 5 

— (Pycnonotus), 6s 99 
insularis (Amauromis), 2s 171 

— (Buebanga, Dicrurus), 5: 123 

— (Carpophaga), 3s 1 13 

— (Chloropsis), 6: 58 

— [Drymocca (sic), Prinia], 8s 57 • 
intcnslor (lole), 6s 105 

— (Passer), 10: 77 

— (Propyrrhula), 10 s 192, 
intensum (Dicaeum), 10: 5 
intermedia see cantarella (Alauda) 

— (Aracbncchthra, NecArinla^ 10 s 37 

— (Arboricola, Arborophila), 2: 61 

— (Ardea, Egret A), Is 71 

— (Columba), 3 s 125 

— (Gracula), 5 s 191 

— (Mcrula), 9s 115 

— (Palaeomis, PsitAcula), 3s 182 

— (Pclargopsls), 4 s 86 

— (Petronia), 10s 81 

— (Saxicoloides), 9 s 62 

— (Suthora), 6s 204 
I.aermcdium (Dinopium), 4s 204 
intermedius see acnobarbulus 

(Ptemthius) 

— (Centrococcyx, Centropus), 3s 242 

— (Corvus), 5 s 252 

— [Picus (Tiga)], 4s 204 

— (Pycnonotus), 6s 85 

— (Thereicciyx), 4s 154 

— (Turdus), 9s 115 
interpositus (Francolinus), 2s 30 
interpres (Arcnaria, Tringa), 2s 274 
interstincA (Arborophila), 2s 58 
interstinctus (Falco), Is 367 

— (Garrulus), 5s 201 
intextus (Xiphirhynchus), 6s 151 
invisa (Cyanops), 4s 160 

lole, 6: 102 

iouschistos [A^ithalos, P.(arus)], 9s 206 
iredalei (AEgithallscus, Aegithalos), 9: 
200 

iredalei (Fregata), Is 49 

— (Pcricrocotus), 6s 41 
Irena, 6s 63 
Irenidae, 6 s 47 

iris! (Eurystomus), 4s 123 
isabellina (OenanAe, Saxicola), 9 s 40 
isabellimis (Lanius), 5 s 89 

— (Tuniix),2: 132 . 
isolaA (Acthopy^), 10: 40 

— (Ninox),3s297 

ispida (Alcedo), 4s 73 
Ithaginls, 2: 74 
Ixobrychus, Is 82 
Ixops, 7 s 82 \ 

Ixulus, 7s 97 
izzardi (Pams), 9: 185 

Jaganidae, 2s 198 

jacoblnus (Clamaior, Cuculus), 3; 197 
jaffnense (Dinopium), 4s 200 
jaffnensis (Bracbjiitcmus), 4s 200 
jakutensis (Hypotriorchis), Is 352 
jankoiN’skii (Cygnus), Is 135 
japonenris see intcntinctus (Falco) 

— (Falco), Is 347 
japonica (CoAmix), 2: 40 

— (Hirundo), 5s 70 
japonicus (AnAus), 9: 270 

— (Buteo),ls 255 

— (Fsdeo), Is 367 
javana (Alcedo), 45 83 

— (IcAyophaga), Is 292 
javanensc (Dinopium), 4: 202 
javanensis (KcApa), 3s 271 

— (Picus), 4s 195 

javanica see malaccnsis (CcrAia) 

— (Anas, Dcndrocygna), Is 138 

— (Ardea), Is 59 

— (CiconA), Is 107 

— (Hirundo), 5 s 62 

— (Mirafraj, 5: 2 
javanicus (Butoridcs), Is 59 

— (L^toptilos), 1: 107 
Javanicus (Mcrops), 4: 106 
javensis (Dryocopus), 4s 208 
jerdoni (Accentor, Prunella), 9s 152 

— (Aegialitis, Charadrius), 2s 231 

— (AnAus), 9 s 263 

— (Aviceda, Pemis), Is 215 ^ 

— (Chloropsis, Phyllomis), 6 s 60 

— [C.(urmca), Sylvia], 8: 122 

— (C)*omis, Musdeapa), 7s 196 

— (Garrulax), 7; 42 

— (Lonchura, Munia), 10: 111 

— (Orcicola, Saxicola), 9s 36 
jerdonu (Microptemus, Phaiopicus),4s 

179 

jocosus (Laiuus), 6s 67 

— (P^’cnonoius), 6s 75 

— (Pcllomeum), 6: 1 15 
iourdaini (Phalaropus), 2s 322 
jotaka (Caprimulgus), 4: 12,257 
jouyi (Ardea), Is 55 

jugger (Falco), Is 344 
• jugularis (Kectarinia), 10: 30 
junddis (CisticoA), 8s 33 


— (Sylvia), 8: 29 
jimeae (PsitAcula), 3: 182 
juniperi (Acgolius), 3s 317 
Jynx, 4s 168 

kali (Garrulax), 7: 59 
kanarae (Microptemus), 4s 179 
kangrac (Aldppe, FulvetA),7s 1 14 

— (ClsrpcKAcus, Frocarduclis), lOs 167 

— (Lophophanes, Pams), 9s 184 

— (MoAcUla),9s296 

— (Phylloscopus), 8s 151 

— (Therciccryx), 4s 150 
kanot (Apus, Micropus), 4: 50 
kaschgariensis (Cyanosylvia), 8s 218 
kashmirensis (DumeticoA), 8: 20 
kashmirica (McAnocorypha), 5 s 30 
kashmiriensis (Acripitcr), 1: 246 

— (Phylloscopus), 8s 175 
kastschenkoi (Anthus), 9: 258 
katchalensis (Stumia, Stumus), 5s 158 
kathAwarensis (Lanius), 5: 96 
kclaarti (Caprimulgus), 4s 1 1 

— [Lonchura, M.(imia)J, 10s 1 12 

— (Spizaetus), Is 260 
KelaartA, 6: 67 

kempt see sAnleyi (Rhipidura) 

Keroula (l.anius), 7: 228 
kessicri (Turdus), 9s 124 
Kettipa,3s 271 
ketupu (Strix), 3s 271 
khamensis (Gertiua), 9s 234 

— (Diyocopus, Picus), 4: 210, 259 

— (Emberiza), 10s 224 
khastana (Actinodura), 7s 85 

— (Prinia, Suya), 8s 73 

— (Streptopelia), 3s 145 
khasica (Himndo), 5 s 73 
khasiensis (Alcippe), 7s 126 

— (9tus),3s 262 

khasium (Trochalopteron), 7s 63 
khosrovi (Alsconax), 7s 148 

V-r IT. X 270 
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ktnnisit (McmA, Turdus), 9s 121 ■ 
KttAcinda, 8: 239 

klosst (Aracimechthra, NecArinia), 10s 
32 

— (Spilomis), Is 335 
kobdemis (Cyanosylvia), 8s 218 
koclzi (Acthopyga), 10s 44 

— (Dendrocopos), 4s 226 

— (SitA),9: 215 

kogo (Gccinus, Picus), 4s 189 
kongboensis (SitA), 9s 210 
konyboensis see kongboensis 
korejewi (Rallus), 2 s 149 
koroviakovi (Alectorb, Caccabis), 2: 17 
komstes (SAma, Stemula), 3: 52 
krameri (PsitAcida), 3 s 169 
Krimnochelidon, 5: 52 
krishnakumarsinhji (Calandrella), 5: 27 
kubanensis (Carpodacus), 10: 166 
kunuiiensis (LeioArix), 7 s 67 
kumaonensis (Chrysophlegma, Picus), 

4s 190 

kundoo (Oriolus), 5: 103 
kuseri (lAaginis), 2: 78 
kutru (Megalaima), 4: 154 

labecula (AcAopyga, Cinn>Tis), 10s 49 

lactea (GAreoA), 3s ]5 

ladacensis (AcanAis), 10: 143 

ladas (Pterocles), 3; 89 

laetior (Eurystomus), 4s 122 

laetus (Pcricrocotus), 6s 34 

lafayettii (Gallus), 2s 109 

lahtora (CoUurio, Lanius), 5s 79 

lahulcnsis (Lanius), 5: 91 

Laioscopus, 9: 145 

Lamprocorax, 5: 148 

lanccolaA (LocustcUa, Sylvia), 8: 90 

lanceolatus see wood! (Babax) 

— (Garmlu3),5s 202 

— (Plcrorbinus), 6: 236 

langulda (Curmca, Hippolab), 8: 119 
l^iidae, 5: 78 
Lanius, 5: 78 

lanka (Microptemus), 4; 179 

lankae (LobivancUus, Vanellus),2s 214 

lapersonnei (Carpodacus), 10s 185 

lapponica (Limosa, Scolopax), 2: 252 

Laridae, 3: 22 

Lams, 3: 23 

Lannvora, 8s 213 

latebricola (Orthotomus), 8: 86 

lateralb (SylvA), 10: 56 

lathami see Calliope 

— (Emberiza, Mdophus), 10 s 232 

— (Lophura, Phasianus), 2s 99 
Latidlla, 8: 3? 

latirostris (Muscicapa), 7s 145 
laubmaimi (Alcedo), 4: 7B 
Laurcncci (Corvus), 5s 262 
layardi (Aedpiter, Astur), 1: 242 

— (Coracma, Craucalus), 6; 17 
legerli (Harpactes), 4s 61 

.Icggci (Cops>’chus, KitAcmcla), 8 s 245 

— (Hemipus), 6: 5 

— (Hydrochclidon), 3s 39 

— (Lmcopolius), 2s 237 

— (Otus),3s 264 

— (Trcron), 3s 106 

— (TumA), 2s 135 
Ldopicus. 4: 213 
I-eiopliA,7s 127 
Ldothrix, 7s 64 
lepchanim (Pams), 9; 174 
lepida (CerthA), 10s 19 
— - (Chalroparia), 10s 19 

— (Ldothrix), 7: 95 

— (PrmA), 8r 49 
Leptocoma,, 10: 21 
leptogrammica (Strix), 3 s 307 
L^ApoecUe, 8: 199 
Lcptoptilos, is 105 
leptums (PhaeAon), Is 24 
Lerwa, 2s 6 


lerwa (Lerwa, Perdix), 2 s 6 
leschcnault (Bubo, Strix), 3s 280 
leschcnauld see indicus (^icurus) 

— (Mcrops), 4s 99 
Leschenaulti (Turdus), 9s 6 
leschenaultii (Charadrius), 2: 226 

— (Taccocua), 3; 237 
l^tA (Otus, Scops), 3 s 270 
Lcucanous, 3s 73 

leucocephala (Anas, Oxyura), Is 208 

— (Budytes, MoAcilla), 9s 280 

— (EmbcrAa), lOs 206 

— (Phocnicura), 9r 57 

— (Turdoidcs), 6s 2l3 
leucoccphalos (Emberiza), 10s 206 
leucocephalus see insularb (Amauromb) 

— (Chaimarromb), 3: 57 

— (Mycieria, Tantalus), 1: 9"^ 
Lcucodrca, 7 s 205 

Icucogaster see plotus (Pclccanus, SuA; 

— (Cmclus),9s 139 

— (Falco, Haliacctus), Is 287 

— (Musdpcia, Terpsiphone), 7s 216 

— (Pomatorhinus), 6s 130 

— (Thalassidroma), Is 20 
leucogastra (DendrodtA), 5s 223 
leucogenys see salangcnsb (Diemrus) 

— (A^thalos, Orites), 9 s 203 

— (Brachypus, Pycnonotus), 6; 83 
Icucogcranus (Grus), 2s 144 
leucolophus (Cornis, Garmlax), 7s 14 
Icucomcla (MoAdlla), 9s 55 
Icucomelacna (ProccUaria), Is 11 
Icucomelana (Lophura), 2s 97 
Icucomelanos (Phasianus), 2s 97 
Icucomelanura (Musdeapa) see c>'anc 

(EriAacus, hloAcilA) 

— (Ccryle),4s 71 

— (Digcnea, Muscicapa), 7s 170 
Icucomclas (ProccUaria), 1: 11 
leuconoA (Columba), 3s 120 
Icuconyx (Apus, Cypsclus), 4; 49 
leucopareus see albogularis (Anas, 

Marcca) 

leucophaearrrpeisica (AAudula, Calan- 
drella) 

— (Ardea), Is 55 
leucophacus (Diemrus), 5s JI9 
Icucophrys see nipalensis (Brachypteryx) 

— (Sylvia), 8s 210 

— (Turdus), 7s 205 
Lcucopolius, 2 s 225 
IcucopoUus (Charadrius), 2: 225 
leucops (Digcnea, Muscicapa), 7s 162 
Icucopsb (MoAdlla), 9s 293 

— (SitA), 9s 217 

Icucoptcra (Chlidonias, Sterna), 3s 41 

— (Lanius), 5 s 82 

— (Phocnicura), 8s 262 

— (Saxicoloides), 9s 65 

— (Sylvia), 6s 47 
leucoptcms see homeyeri (Lanius) 

— (Micropus), 9s 65 

— (Phocnicums), 8s 262 
Icucopygialb (AcanAylis), 4s 33 

— (Dicmm5),5s 124 

leucorhoa see monorhb (Oceanodroma, 
Thalassidroma) 

Icucorhynchus see humd (Artarous) 

— (Lanius), 5s 143 
leucorodia (FAAlea), I: 115 
leucorypha (Aquila), Is 289 
leucoryphus (Haliaeetus), Is 269 
Lcucosticte, 10: 148 

leucotb (Ixos, Pycnonotua), 6s 81 
leucura [M.(uscbylvia)], 9s 1 

— (Pratmcola, Saxicola), 9s 30 

— (Prinia), 8: 57 


— (Turdus), 9: 39 

Icuphotcs (Aviceda, Falco), 1: 218,370 
levaiUantii (Corvus), 5s 254 
Icvmi (Actinodura), 7s 84 
lhamamm (Alauda), 5: 44 
Acnninicri see bailloni (ProccIAria) 
lilfordi (Grus), 2s 136 
limes (CcrAia), 9 s 234 
Ltmicola, 2: 314 

limnacctus (Falco, Spizaetus), Is 261 
Limnaetops, 1: 258 
Lironodromus, 2: 276 
Limosa, 2:248 

limosa (Limosa, Scolopax), 2s 249 
Linaria (FrinplA), 10: 141 
ImeaA (Megalaima), 4s 153 
Imeatum (Cindosoma), 7s 46 
lineatus (GamiAx), 7s 46 

— (Haliactus, Milvus), Is 229 
Lmeoventcr []M.(unia)], 10s 113 
Lioparus, 7s 109 

Ibamm (Passer), 10s 77 
litAralb (Columba), 3: 110 
IKA (Columba), 3s 124 
livmgstoni (Garrulax), 7s 35 
lobaA (Tringa), 2s 321 
lobatus (Phalaropus), 2s 323 
Lobipcs, 2 s 321 
Lobipluvna, 2s 205 
LobivancUus, 2: 205 
Locustella, 8: 88 
LocustcUa (Sylvia), 8s 88 
Lonchura, 10: 105 
londae (ChibA), 5s 131 

— (OrAoAmus), 8s 81 
longicauda (PsitAcula), 3s 176 
longicaudaA (Pnoepyga), 6s 162 
longicaudatus (Dlcnims), 5s 119 

— (SpeAeomb), 6: 162 
longimembrb (Strix, Ty to), 3s 252 
longipcnnis (Hemiprocne, Hirundo), 4: 

58 

— (Alauda, Calandrella}, 5; 19 

— (Cypsclus), 4; 58 

— (Hirundo), 4s 58 

in. s*? 
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lonnbcrgi (Catharacta), 3: 19 
I«ophoba3ilcus, 8: 199 / 

liOphophanes, 9: 164 
Lophophorus, 2: 87 
lophorhinus (Drcrurus), 5: 140 
Lophura, 2: 93 
Loriculus, 3s 168 

lotenia (Ccrthia, Ncctarinia), 10: 30 
fowl (Collocaiia), 4: 28 
Loxia, 10: 190 ; 

lucidus (Ghrysocolaples), 4: 242 
lucifcr (Carpodacus), 10: 185 
lucioncnsj's (Laniiis), 5: 100 
luclcnowcnsis (Saxicoloidcs) «9: 60 
ludlowi (Alcippe, FuIvettaL 7s 117 

— (Athene), 3; 299 

• — (Dcndrocopos, Picoidcs), 4: 220 

— (Phyllascopus),!!: 168 
lug^bris (Ccrylc), 4s 68 

^ — (Guculus),3s 224 
' — (IVmox, Strix), 3: 292 

— (Sumiculus), 3: 224 
lumsdeni (Babax), 6: 237 

lunalus (Serilophus),4: 24? ' 

— (Eurylaimus), 4: 246 

lunulata (Galloperdix, Perdix), 2: 70 
Luscinia, 8s 213 
luscinia see Homochlamys 

— (Sylvia), 8s 213 
Lusciniola, 8s 27 
lushaiensis (Coracma), 6s 16 

— (SItta),9s 221 
lutea (Lciothrix), 7s 67 

— (MotacUla), 9s 279 

— (Sylvia), 7s 64 
lutcola (Lciothrix), 7s 68 

lutcolus (Haematomis, Pycnonotus), 6: 
98 

lutcoventris (Bradyptcrus, Tfibura),8:25 
lulcus (Bucco), 4: 163 

— (Orthotomus), 8: 84 

— (Parus),9s 279 
Lymnocryptes, 2: 278 
Lyncornis, 4: 4 
IjTiesi (Galerida),'5: 39 

McCIellandi (Garndax), 7; 8 
mcclellandi (Hypsipetes), 6: 107 

— (Pomatorhintxs), 6: 143 
maccormicki (Catharacta, Stcrcorarius), 

3s 19 

macei (Coracma, Graucalus), 6s 14 

— (Picoides, Ficus), 4s 224 
macella (Nucifraga), 5s 235 
maegrigoriae (Muscicapa, Phocnicura), 

7i 178 

Machlolophus, 9: 164 
macqueenii (Chlamydolis, Otis), 2s 191 
itiacrocarus (Ceyx), 4: 82 
macroccrcus (Dicruius),'5s 117 
macrodactylum (Malacopteron), 6: 

153 

macrolopha (Pucrasia, Satyra), 2: 113 
Macronous, 6: 185 
Macropygia, 3s 137 
Macrorhampus, 2s 276 
macrorhyncha (Calamoherpe), 8s 115 

— (Phyllopneuste), 8s 1 15 

— (Pratincola, Saxicola), 9 s 23 
macrorhynchos (Corvus), 5: 251 
macrorhynchus (Acroccphalus), 8s 115 
Macrotarsius, 3 : 7 

Macrotarsus, 3: 7 
macrotis (Eurostopodus), 4s 4 
macroura-(MotaciIia), 8: 56 

— (Prinia), 8s 56 

macrourus (Circus, Falco), Is 319 

— (Oriolus), 5s 108 

— (Turdus), 8; 239 
raacrura (Sterna), 3s 54 
macrurus (Caprimulgus), 4s 16 
maculatus see blanfordii (Turnix) 

— (Anthus), 9s 243 ' 

— (Chalcites, Trogon), 3 s 221 

— (Enicurus), 9s 13 

— (Tetanus), 2: 254 

— (Turnix), 2s 129 
maculipennis (Abromis, Phylloscopus), 

8s 162 

maculosa (Turnix), 2s 129 
madagascariensis (Anas), Is 190 

— (Hypsipetes), 6; 109 . ' 

maderaspatanus (Oriolus), 5: 110 
-maderaspatensis (Motacilla), 9: 296 

— (Pomatorhinus), 6: 136 

magna [Arachnothcra, (Cinnyris)], 10s 
54 

— (Galerida), 5s 37 

1.: \ A. 149 

■ 1 
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— (Gyomis, Muscicapa), 7s 192 

— (Esacus, Ocdicncmas), 3s € 

— (Palacomis, Psittacula), 3: 168 

— (Phylloscopus), 8: 164 

magrathi (Anorthura, Troglodytes), 9; 
135 

mahendrae (Prinia), 8: 65 
rnahrattarum (Parus), 9s 170 
mahrattensis (Acridothcres, Pastor), 5s 
185 

■ — (Caprimulgus), 4s 14 

— (Picoides, Piem), 4s 226 

— (Turdus), 9s lit 

major (Picoides, Dr)obates), 4:213 

— (BrachvTten'x, Phacnicura), 8 s 206 

— (Bradyptcrus, Dumelicola), 8; 22 

— (Carduclis), lOs 133 

— (Ceuta, Horcites), Bs J2 

— (PaTus),9: 165 

— (Picus), 4j 212 

— (Pbtalca),ls U6 

malabarica(Alauda, Galcnda),5. 39 

— (Lonchura, Loxia)* 10; 105 

— (Megalaixna), 4 j lol 


— (Muscicapa), 8: 244 
malabaricum (Dinopium), 4s 203 
’ — (Glaucidium), 3s 288 
malabartcus (Anthracoccros, Buccrosl 

4s 140- ■'* 

— (Athene), 3s 288 

— (Bucco), 4s IGl ' 

— (Charadrius, Vanellus), 2s 218 

— (Copsyc'hus), as 244 

— (Harpactes, Trogon), 4: 61 

— (Lanius), 5s 137 

— (Malacocircus, Turdoides), 6s 228 

— (Pams, Fericrocotus), 6s 43 

— (Stumus, Turdus), Ss 152 
— ^(Turdus), 6s 57 

malacca (Lonchura, Loxia), 10: 118 
malacccnsis (Passer), 10s 77 
malaccnsis (Certhia), 10: 19 
Malacocincla, 6s 126 
malacoptilus (Rimator), 6s I5I 
malaya (Cisticola), 8s 37 
malayana (Eudynamys), 3s 22S 
malayensis see perniger (Ictinactus) 

— (Anthus), 9s 255 
malayorum (Picumnus), 4s 174 
malcolmi (Timalia, Turdoides). 6s 

220 - 

maldivarum (Glareola, Glareola (Pra- 
tincola)], 3s 14 
maldivus (Amauromis), 2s 170 
maledivicus (Corvus), 5s 247 

— <7. |2j 

■ 63 

— (Pellorneum), t»s l io 

■ ■■ - 

manipurensis fAE,(gtthaliscus), Actri- 
thalos],9! 202 . / 

— (Afeippe, Proparus), 7s 11^ 

— (Certhia), 9s 239 

— (Olus), 3; 270 

— (Pcrdicula), 2s 53 

— (Suthora), 6: 203 
manis (Homochlamys), 8s 10 
manyar (Ploccus), 10; 98 
marathac (Olus), 3s 268 
margclanica see minula (Sylvia) 
marginata (Aplonis), 5s 148 

— (Zoothcra), 9s 104 
marginatus (Charadrius), 2s 225 
mariae (Pcricrocolus), 6: 35 

— (Phylloscopus), 8s 148 
marianac (Picus), 4s 190 
marila (Anas, Ayihya), Is 187 
marinus (Larus), 3s 29, '317 
Marmaronetta, 1: 145 

marshalli (Dry'obatcs, Hjpopicus), 4s 
211 

marshallorum (Mcgalaima), 4s 147 
martius (Picus), 4s 208 • 
mathevrsi (Sterna), 3s 57 
matsudairae (? Catharacta), 3: 19 
maura (Muscicapa, Saxicola), 9: 26 
maxima (Chalcophaps), 3s 160 

— (CollocaUa),4s 28, 

— (Melanocorypha), 5$ 31 

— (Meruta),9s 116 

maximus (Garrulax, Ptcrorhirtus), 7s 
29 

— (Passer), 10: 72 

— (Turdus), 9; 116 
mayri (Burhinus), 3s 2 

— (Hirundo), 5s 73 

— (Macronus [ric]), 6s 185 

•» ' * ' ' i . » to 

‘ 29 

•s 286 

mcena rrr agricola (Ooiumoa, Strepio- 
pclia) 

— (Co/umba, Slrcptopclia), 3: 143 
megala (Capclla, GalUnago), 2s 284 
Mcgalaima, 4: 146 

Mcgalolis, 5s 8 
Mcgalurus, 8; 96 
Megapodiidae, 2: 1 
Megapodius, 2s 1 
xncgarhyncha (Pitta), 4s 253 
megarhynchoj see h^zi (Enthacus, 
Luscinia) ' 

(7.wrirn\ 8s 213 

I .1 l:r l«.'-4 

2s 49 

meisstieri (Lopbobasdeuj), 8; 199 
snelanlctera (Muscicapa), 6s 74^ 
melanicterus see lathami (Emberiza, 
MeJopbus) 

p. 

•s 6 

■ ■ I* s 

I- 

* . . • 67 

80 

1. 

Meianochiora, 9s lux 
Mclanocorypha, 5 s 29 
melanogasler (Anhinga), Is 43 
, — (Frcgctta, TTialassidroma), Is 20 

'C.. — ^ •;? 

< 260 

.... - 280 
•• 151 

— (Muscicapa;, 7i 100 
— • (Muscicapula), 7s 166 

Q; Id 
I . 

■ • . • 1 : 323 

: »■ 

- , •* . . 67 

I- 

, . ■ ! 80 

, t 

mclanonotus (Francolmus], is 24 
MeJanope (Motacilla), 9 s 285^ 
melanopogon see mimica (Lmrinsola) 

— (Sylvia), 8s 27. 


melanops (Charadrius), 2s 227 

— [E.(mbcri2a)], 10s 215 

— (Muscicapa), 7: 198 
“~-(Pteruthius),7s 79 

— (Sterna), 3s 38 

— (Sula), Is 32 
mclanopsis (Muscicapa), 7s 223 
mclanoptcra (Ccblepyris, Coracina), 6: 

mclanostemus (Acridothcres), 5s 180 
:: -b :-.* 1 T.*-; 2s ‘^3 

r ,1. 331 

- <h-!S •.•x', 7: 8 

— (Ptcruthius), 7t 79 

mclanotos (Anser, Sarkidiornis), 1; J92 
melanotus (Euplocomus), 2; 98 
melanoxanthum (Dicaeum), 10 s 6 
snclanozantha tP.(achyglossa)],10s 6 
ipelanozanthos [Coc.(cothrau8tcs), Mv- 
ecTobasJ, 10s 130 
mdanura (Saxicola), 9: 20 

—1 X 0.251 

■ 6s 137 
■ ' 245 

• — (Coracma, Volvocivora), 6: 19 
melba (Apus, Hirundo), 4t 39 
melittae (Acthopyga), 10s 40 
Mclophus, 10: 232 
menmon (Caprimulgus), 4s 8 
mcninting (Alcedo), 4s 78 
merganser (Mergus), 1: 203 
Mei^s, Is 200 

ni^idionalc (Garrulax, Trochaloptcron), 

mcridionalis see pectoralis (Garrulax, 
lanthocinda) 

— (Acroccphalus, C.falamodyta)], 

8s 104 

— (Dicrurus), 5s 121 - 

— (Gclochelidon), 3s 42 

— (Strcptopclia), 3: 145 
Meropidae, 4: 98 
Mcrops, 4 s 99 
mcrula (Turdus), 9s 114 

•• r— 'Cr-rv-'-.tV. 220 

(i.*! ' 

• *.(* X . 7; '7 
merzbachcri see camipes [Coc.(coth- 
raustes), Mycerobas] 

Mesia, 7s 64 , 

mesos (Microptemus), 4i 178 
metaiiicus (Myiophoneus), 9s 75 
Metaponia, 10: 146 
' Metopidius, 2: 201 
Microcichia, 9: 6 
Microhicrax, Is 338 
Microptemus, 4s 177 
micropierus (Cuculus), 3s 204 
microrhyncha (Gygis), 3s 73' 
Microsarcops, 2: 206 
Microscelis, 6s 102 
Microtarsus, 6s 67 
Mscroura, 6; )55 ‘ 

middendorlH (Anser), 1: 125 
migrans (Falco, Milvus), 1: 226 
millardi (Arboricola, Arborophila), 2i56 
miivipes (Falco), Is 344 - 
Milvus, 1: 224 

milvus (Falco, Milvus), 1: 225 
mimica (Lusciniola), 8s 27 
minakorum (Dryobates), 4s 211 
mmdanensis (Turdus), 8s 239 
miniata (Muscicapa), 6s'24 
minima (Callinago, Scohpax), 2: 290 

— (Cinnyris, Ncctarinia), lOs 25 
minimus (Dicrurus), 5; 121 

— (Spilomis), Is 334 
Minla, 7s 90 

•Mino, 5; 189 

minor see aldahrcnsts (Ffcgata) 

— srr jankowskii (Cygnus) 
minor (Caprimulgus), 4 s 23 

— (Dicrurus), 5s 118 

— (Gorsachius), Is 82 

— (Lanius), 5 s 83 

— (Phoefliconaias, Phocnicopterus), 

1: 121 

— (Spiloitiis), Is 331 

— (Stumus), 5s 170 
minula (Sylvia), 8t- 128 
minuta (Aegialitis), 2: 231 

— (Ardea), Is 83 

— (Calidris), 2: 301 

— (Muscicapa, Siphia), 7s 172 

— (Tringa), 2;.301 
minuttssimus (Picus), 4s 172 
minutus see jerdoni (Aegialitis, 

Charadrius) 

— (Charadrius), 2s 237 
. — (Ixobrychus), It 83 

— (Larus), 3s 37 

— (Scops), 3s 264 

Mirafra, 5s 2 ... nno 

snitchellii (Picoides, Picus),.4s 22B 
MIxomis, 6s 185 , 

mtzorhina {Entomothera, Halcj'on), 

4s 89 ' 

mizorum (Homochlamyi)> 8s 10 
znoabiticui see yalii (Passer) 
modcsta (Ardea, Egretta), 1: 69 
modestus (Otus, Scops), 3i 265 

— (Regulu5),8: 132 

— (Sylviparus), 9t 193 
modularis (Motacilla), 9s 145 
ujofntlj (Gcnnacus, Lophur^, 2i 101 
mohun (Mullcripieus), 4s 206 
molcsworthi (Tragopan), 2s 84 
xoollissitna (Zoothcra), 9s 94 
mollissimus [T.(urdos)]» 9s 94 
Molpasies, 6t 67 

moluccrnsis (Pitta), 4: 253 
monacha (Grus), 2r 140 

— (Ocnanthe, Saxicola), 9: 52 
mortachus (Acg>pius, Vultur), It 298 
Monarcha, 7s 223 

. , Ss 250 

^ . I 1:156 

. ■ . H,. . :"rI56 

— (Larus;, Js s.i 


mon^Ius sr^alrirrons (Charadrius) 
monihgcr (Batrachostomus),4t \ 

■ ■ :■ 6 

■ ■ -1 .■). 

•j ' ' ’* Thalas. 

sidroma), It 2I > 

montfloa ut crut^u (Bracti-Dtcmc 
Calliope ?) 1 I 

— stc fortipcs (Ce(t;a),8t 9 

— (Brach)pitTy*), 8: 203 

■ I 142 

. f 

montanus (Passer), 10s 69 

— (Pomatorhinus), 6: 129 
montc(Gi'gis),3t 73 

Moaticola, 9: 65 ■ 
monticola (Caprimulgus), 4t 23 

— (Ixos, Pj'cnonotui), 6s 80 

— (Zoothcra), 9 1 lOl 
monticolus (Caprimulgus), 4: 23 

(Parus), 9s 174 

■"122 

moniivaga tAcimouura;, st 65 
moschata (Anas), It 193 
Motacilla, 9s 272 
Afotacil/idae, 9s 241 
Mullcripieus see Hemilophiu a Mullen- 
picus 

^ Mullcripieus, 4s 206 
multicolor (Acgithina, Fringilla), 6t 53 
multipunctata (Nucifraga), 5: 231 
munda (Saxicoloidcs), 9s 60 
Munia, 10: 105 

murarias/f nepalensis (Tichodroma) 

— (Certhia), 9s 226 

— (Prunella), 9s 150 
murghi (Gallus), 2s 102 
murinus (C>pselus), 4s 45 
muroides (Cettia, Horcites), 8s 18 
murvensis (T.(urlur)], 3s 151 
Muscadivora, 3: 110 
Muscicapa, 7: 137 
Musctcapella, 7: 201 
Muscicapidae, 6s 114, 7t 1,8s l,9tl 
Muscicapula, 7s 138 
muscipetoides (Chaptia), 5: 113 
Muscisylvia, 9s J 

Muscitrea, 7 s 228 
musicus see sliacus (Turdus) 
mussooriensis (Acthopyga), 10s 47 
muticus see spicifer (Pavo) 
muttui (B^ulalis, Muscicapa),*? s H8 
Mycerobas, 10s 124 
Myetcria, Is 92 
Myionsela, 9s 1 
Myiophoneus, 9 s 75 
Myiophonus, 9: 75 
Myristlcivora, 3t 110 
myrniecophoneus {Picus)r4t 184 
Myzomis, 7t 69 

naevia ste stramlnea (Locustc^) 
nagaense (Chry-somma), 6t 190 
nagaensis (Cutia), 7: 71 

— (Sciccrcus), 8t 189 

— (Sitta), 9: 21 

— (Speiaeomis) 6f 163 

— (Turdinus), 6* 125 

nana Sce plumbea (fethyophaga) 

^ — (Curruca, Sylvia), 8s 130 
nanus (Picoides, Picus), 4r 231 
naphaca (Napothera), 6s 153 
Napothcra, 6s 152 

narcondami (Rhyticcros, Phvtidoccfos), 
4: 139 

nargianus (Lanius), 5s 84 

natalij (Chrysomma, Pyclorhis), 6i 192 

naumanni see eunomus (Turdus) 

— see pekinenSis (Falco) 
navariot (Dumetia), 6s 170 
ncbularia (ScoJopax, Tringa), 2s 2Gi 
neliulosa [Surya (sic)], 8r 71 
Ncctarinia, 10: 21 
Ncctariniidac, 10; 18 

ncglecta (Columba), 3s 125 
ncgicctus see rossicus (Anser) 

— (Phylloscopus), Cs 139 

o, ItR 


ncmoralis inciccKus;, i>i 

nrmoricola (Calh'nago), 2: 280 

— [F.(ringiiauda), Lcucostictc). 10: 

— (Sturnia, Slurnxis), 5: 155 

Kemura, 8s2l3 , ^ 

ncobscura see buchanani (L'mbcrira) 
Neophron, Is 310 

Ncornis, 8s 5 
Keosuihora, 6s 197 
nqjaicnsis (Caprimulgus), 4s 16 

— (Tichodroma), 9s 220 
nexaea (Cjornis), 7s 196 
Nclia, is 177 

Ncltopui, Is 190 _ . . 

ncumanni see larudnyi 
newarenijs (Strut, Ulula). 3s 307 
newtoni (Phylloscopus), Bs IW 
nicobarensis see obscunor . 

nlcobjrica see palumljoidcs (ColumUl 
♦ , , .. 1 ]0i 50 ^ j 

■' . 13 

— (klu'nomyias), 7s 1^ 

— (Terpsiphonej, 7s *22 

— (Zoiteropi), SOs 00 ^ . * 

nicobaricus (Otuj, Ephish^l* * 
Nicobaricui 

nicobaricus 5, 

nicobariensrt (DscruruJ. D 

H2 



— (Hypsipetcsjf^ 6: 103 

— (Mcgapodixis), 2; 1 
niethammeri (Carpodacua), 10: 183 
nigcUi (Lophophonis), 2: 13 
nigcUii (Tctraogalliis), 2: 10 
nigcr (Ancms), 3: 71 

niger (Chlidonias), 3: 42 

— (Hydrocorax, Phalacrocorax), Ir 41 

— (Vultur), 1: 298 

nigra see davisoni (Coracma, Lalage) 

• — (Ardea, Ciconia), Is 102 

— (Rynchops), 2s 74 

— (Sterna), 3s 42 
nigreccns (H>'p3lpctcs), 6s 1 14 
nigriccps see affinis (Ercmoptcrir, 

Pyrrbulauda) 

— (Choriotis, Otis), 2: 188 

— (Heterophasia, Sibia), 7 s 131 

— (Stachyris), 6s 174 
nigricoliis (Gracula), 5 s 151 

— (Gnis),2s 139 

— (Podiccps), Is 5 

— (P>Tgita), 10s 63 

rugrifrons (AJcippc, Rhopocichla), 6s 185 
nigrimcnta (YuMna), 7s 107 
nigrimcntum (Trochalopteron), 7s 59 
nigrimentus (Garrulax), 7: 59 
nigroaurita (Lioptila), 7; 133 
nigrolincata [Z.(apomia)], 2s 155 
nigrolutca (Aegithina, lora), 6; 53 
nigropVlcus (Merviia,"T Urdus), Ss 
nigrorufa (Muscicapa, Saxicola), 7; 175 
nilghiricnsis (Anthus),9s 267 
nilgiricnsis (Saxicola), 9s 34 

— (Zosterops), 10; bO 

nilotica (Gelochclidon, Sterna), 3s 42 
niloticus (Enneoclonus, Lanius), 5s 101 
Niltava, 7s 137 
Nincx, 3; 292 

Nipaiensc (Cinclosoma), 7; 82 • 
mpalensis[A*(cccntor),I*runclla]|9s 147 

. a. iqi; 

• * V-' - 86 

— ■ C . 10: ■*:: 

• S;...' 7: S 

• r: -v 4; 

— (Aquila, Circac^s), Is 278 

— (Brach>’pter>’x), 8s 207 

— (Bubo), 3s 276 

— (Bucia), 4s 112 

— [C.(arduclis), Carpodacus]^ 10s 168 

— (Garpodacus), 10: 181 

— (Ccrthia), 9s 240 
Nipalensis (Cinclosoma ?), 7s 82 
nipalensis (Coracina, Graucalus), 6; 16 

— {Cutia),7s 71 

— (Delichon), 5s 76 

— (ffirundo),5s 68 

— (Lanius), 5s 92 

— (Niaox), 3s 292 

— - (Kisaetus, Spizaetus), Is 259 
*— (Palaeomis, Psittacula), 3s 164 

— (Paludicola, Pitta), 4s 250 

— (Paradoxomis, Sutbora), 6s 202 
--(Parus),9s 169 

Nipalensis (Pbasianus), 2 s 97 
nipalensis (Pucrasia), 2s US 

— (Pyrrhula), 10s 197 
Kipalensis (Sibia), 7s 82 

nipalensis (T5maUa,TurdoIdes), 68 234 

— (Toria, Treron), 3s 97 

— (Troglodyies),9s 137 
nistcolor (Cuculus), 3s 203 
nisoidcs (Accipitcr), Is 250 
nisoria (FringUla), lOs 105 

-w . - f' ' r ’''I 
■ * ■ • Is 243 

— (Falco), Is 232 

— (Hallaeetus), Is 285 
nitcns (Stumus), 5; 170 
NiUdula,7s 201 

niddus (Orthotomus), 8: 86 

— (Pbyiloscopus), 8$ 170 
nivalissfralpicola(Montifringilla, Passer) 

— (FringUla), 10; 82 

niveoguWis (Acanthiparus, Acgithalos' 
9s 204 

nivicola (Strix), 3; 311 

.t... /c •— -x T. -Tij 

. ■ .25 


^ - . ■ ;■ V 

nocUia (Athene), 3; 297 

— (Strix), 3s 297 
noctuvigilus (Caprimulgus), 4; 16 

^ Kopothera, 6 s 153 
Kopthcra, 6 s 152 
notatus (Cyomis), 7s 170 
Notodcla, 8: 239 

no\'aehoUandiae (Coradna), 6s 13 
novaeseclandiac (AnUius),9s 251 
tiovcboraccnsis (Sco\opax),^s “ilb 
nubifuga (Apus), 4s 40 
nubilosa (Sterna), 3: 62 
nuebaHs (Garrulax), 7s 17 

— (Parus),9s 172 
Kudfraga, 5; 231 
nudiceps (G)^^), Is 306 

nudlpcs (Chactura, C>'psclus (Chae- 
tura)], 4s 33 
Kumenius, 2 s 241 
"Kyctala.S; 317 
Nyctea, 3 s 284 
nyctea (Strix), 3s 284 
nycthcmmis (Phasianm), 2: 93 
Nycticorax, Is 78 

nyciscorax (Ardea, Nycticorax), 1; 78 
N)xt^*omis, 4s 111 
N>TOca, Is 179 

nyroca (Anas, Aytb>*a), Is 182 

datesi (Mxisdcapa, NUtava), 7: 182 
r — (Paradoxomis, Suibora), 6; 205 

— (Spelaeomis, Urodchla), 6; 164 
objurgatus (Ccrcbnds, Falco), 1; 368 
obricni (Strix), 38 311 


CONSOLIDATED INDEX: SCIENTIFIC NAMES 


otscum (Lcptopoedlc), 8; 202 

— (TTinox), 3s 295 
obscurior (Rallus), 2s 153 
bbscurion^ (H>'poUcnidia), 2s 153 
obscurus (Ixjpbopborus), 2s 16 

— (Ninox), 3j 295 

— (Pomatorbinus), 6s 133 

— (Turdus),9: 126 

obsoleta see pallida (Hirundo, Ptiono- 
progne) 

— (FringiUa, Rhodopcebys), 10s 158 
obsolctus (Aedpiter, Astur), Is 239 
oeddentaVis (Dendrodtta), Ss 22^ 

— (Garrulax, Ianthoctncla),7s 26 

— (Plcrutbius, PterytHus [ricj), 7s 76 
oeddentis (Zosterops), 10: 57 
ocdpitalis see bakeri (Ytsbina) 

— [Ciss3,'Ps.{Uorhinus)],5: 209 

— (Halcyon, Todirbampbus), 4s 38 

— [Pb.(yllopncustc), Phylloscopus), 8s 

172 

— (Picus),4s 186 

— (SK-a),7s 100 

— (Yuluna),?; 106 
oceanica [Fro.(cellaria)], 1: 17 
occanicus (Oceanites), Is 17 
Oceamtes, 1: 17 
Oceanodroma, 1: 20 
ocellata (Strix), 3: 305 
oceUatum (Cinclosoma], 7; 32 

— \SyrTduiin),3s 3^5 
occUatus (Garrulax), 7: 32 
ochracea (Sasla), 4: 175 
ocbracdcqw (Pomatorbinus), 6s 147 
ochrogenys (Symium), 3; 308 
Oebrom^a, 7: 138 

ochrops (Stacbjiris), 6: 171 
ochropus {jemerJi. ocrophus) [Tringalt 
2: 263 

oebruros (Phoenicums), 8s 253 
ocularis (Accentor, Prunella), 9s 157 

— (MotadUa). 9s 294 
oedlcnemus (Burhinus), 3: 1 ■ 
Oenantbe, 9 s 39 

oenanthe (MotadUa, Oenantbe), 9s 44 
oenas (Columba), 3s 119 
OcnopopeUa, 3: 140 
offinis [lie] (MotadUa), 8s 142 
oglei (Actiaura, Stachyris), 6s 177 
Olcyomis, 7s 136 

OUgura, 8: 1 • 

ollvacca (Cyomis), 7s 136 

— (GaUinula),2s 164 

— (lolc), 6; 102 

— (Perdix), 2s 55 
•~-(Phragainaticola),8s 98 
oUvaccum (Dicaeum), 10s 13 

— (PcIIomcum), 6s 119 
olivaccus (Ccpbalopyrus), 9s 197 
olivea (Saxicola ?, Tesia), 8s 3 
olor (Anas, Cygnxis), 1: 137 
omalura (Cisticola), 8s 36 
onocrotalus (Pelecanus), Is 27 
Opbr>*5ia, 2s 73 
opistholeuca (Saxicola), 9s 50 
optatus (Guemus), 3s 211 
Oreicola, 9s 22 

oreinus (Oreocoiys), 9; 271 
Oreocincla, 9 s 82 
Oreocorys, 9: 242 

oreopbila (Oenantbe, Saxicola), 9 s 45 
oribata (Babax), 6: 236 
oricntalis (Acroccpbalus, Salicaria), 8s 
106' 

— (Columba, Streptopdia), 3; 142 

— (Goracias), 4: 120 

— (Corvus), 5s 259 

— (Cuculus), 3s 226 

— (Culidcapa), 7: 202 

— (Eurystomus), 4s 120 

— (GaUinuLa), 2: 177 

— (Hj’pocoUus), 5; 268 

— (Lonebura), 10s 118 

— (Loxia), 10s 118 

— (Malacocircus, Turdoidcs), 6s 226 

— (Mergus), Is 204 

— (Mcrotw),4s 109 

— (Munia), 10s 118 

— (Numcnius), 2: 246 

— (Ons), 2; 187 

— (Pemis), Is 221 

— (Ptcrocles, Tetrao), 3 s 86 

— (Upupa),4; 128 

orinus [Acroccpbalus, Acrocephalus 
(stentorius)], 8: 115 
Oriolidae, 5s 101 
Oriolus, 5: 101 

oriolus (Coradas, Oriolus), 5; l02 
orissae (Rhipidura), 7s 214 

— (Turdoidcs), 6s 229 
omata (Cissa, Pica), 5: 205 
omatus (Falco), 1: 258 
Ortborhampbus, 3s 4 
Ortbotomtis, 8: 80 
oryrivora (llo:ua,Pa6Aa),lt>; 
osdtans (Anastomus, Ardea), Is 95 
osculans (Haematopus), 2: 204 
osmastoni (Cettia, Horcites), 8s 8 

— (Pclargopsis, l6unpbaIc)’on),4; 86 
ossifragus (Myccrobas), 10s 130 
ostralegus (Haematopus), 2s 203 
Oudidae,2s 185 

otiosus (DIcamis, DUsemurus), 5* 142 

Otis, 2s 185 

Otocompsa, 6: 67 

Otocoris, 5: 32 

otoleuca (FringiUa), 5; 8 

Otus, 3s 255 

otus (Ario, Strix) 3: 313 

ovi\*orus (Ictinactus) Is 283 

OxiTira, Is 208 

oxyura (Columba), 3: 94 

Pacbyccpbala, 7 s 228 
Pacbyglossa, 10 s 1 

padfica see dilororb^Ticba (Procdlaria) 

— (Hirundo), 4s 47 
pat^cus (Apus), 4s 47 
Padda.10; 119 


paganus (Francoixnus), 2: 30 
pagodarum (Stumus, Turdus), 5: 160 
paUasU (Alcrfo), 4s 75 

— (andus),9j 142 

paUescens (Alectoris, Caccabis), 2s 18 

— (Dendrocopos), 4s 226 i 

palleuca see intermedia (Ardcsi, Egrctta) 

— (Egretta), 10: 243 
pallida (But^is), 7s 140 

— (Columba), 3s 123 

— [Cr.(ypsirina), Dendrodtta], 5: 217 

— (Hirimdo, Ptionoprogne), 5s 56 

— (Maladas),7s 129 

— (Musdeapa), 7 s 140 

— (Perdix), 2: 25 
paliidiimas [L.(amsis)], 5: 87 
pallidior (Culidcapa), 7s 202 

— (Emberiza), 10s 230 
— '(Eritbacus), 8s 230 

— (Leucosticte), 10 s 154 

— (Peoepyga), 6s 156 

— (Prinia), 8: 42 
paliidiora (lantlua), 8: 230 
pallidipes (Cettia, PhyUoscopus), 8 s 6 
palUdirostris (Lanius), 5s 81 
pallidogularis [C.(yanccula), Eritbacus], 

8s 218 

palUdus (Apus, Cypsdus), 4s 45 

— (Cettia, Horcites), 8: 9 

— (Falco),!: 358 

— 2.S 

— (Molpastes), 6s 8$ 

— (Pericrocotus), 6s 40 

— (Pycnonotm), 6 s 86 

— (Tepbrodomis), 6: 10 
palliolatus (Braebyptemus), 4: 197 
pallipes (Musdeapa), 7s 

palliseri (BracbyptcryTC, Bradyptcrus), 

8: 26 \ 
palmarum (Cypsdus), 4; 56 
palniensis (Prinia), 8: 64 s 

— (Zosterops), 10: 60 
palpcbrosa (Sylvia, Zosterops), 10: 57 
paludicola see cblnensis (Hirundo, 

Riparia) ‘ 

palumbarius (Falco), 1: 232 
palumboidcs (Carpophaga, Columba), 
3s 137 

palsimbus see casiotis (Coltunba, Palum* 
^ bus) 

paltutre (PeUomexun), 6 s 121 
paldstris (Megalurus), 8: 96 
pamirensis (L^cosdete), 10: 152 
panayensis (Aplonis), 5: 149 
panderi (Pc^occs), 5s 229 
Pandion, 1: 335 

pandoo (Monticola, Pctrodncla), 9 s 73 
pangpui (Myccrobas), 10s 130 

— (Natava),7s 176 
Panurus, 6: 195 

papUio (PhyUoscopus), 8s 162 
papiUosa (Ibis, Pseudibis), Is 112 
papuensis (CorNnis), 6s 13 
par (Emberiza), 10s 222 
paradiseus (Cuculus, Dicrunis), 5s 137 
para^i (Corvus, Tcrpsipboac), 7s 218 
paradoxa (Tetrao), 5: 79 
Paradoxomis, 6s 197 
paradoxus (Syrrhaptes), 3: 79 

— (Tetrao), 3s 77 

parasiticus (Larus, Stercorarius), 3s 21 

Paridae, 9s 162 

parkcrae (FrancoUnus), 2 s 22 

parkioi (Passer), 10:66 

paiToti (Centropus), 3: 243 

Pams, 9s 164 

parva (Muscicapa), 7s 154 

— (Porzana), 2s 159 
parvula (Dendrodtta) , 5 s 220 
parvus occanicus (Oceanites) 

— (Cypsdus), 4: 56 

— (Cypsiums), 4; 56 

— (Harpacte), 4: 63 

— (RaUu5),2s 159 
Passer, 10: 62 
passcrina (Strix), 3s 284 
passcrinus see qucrulus (Cacomantis) 

— (Cacomantis, Cucultis), 3; 218 

— (Ploccus), 10: 88 
Pastor, 5: 151 

patia (Orthotomus), 8s 84 
patkaicus (Garrulax), 7: 16 
patridae (Paradoxomis), 6: 204 
Pavo, 2: 122 * 

pcciaidcas fC.(alIiopc), Eritbacus], 8s 
228 

pcctorale (PcIIomcum), 6s 120 
pcctoralis see chalcostctha (Nectarima) 

— (A!dppc),7s 136 

— (Calliope, Eritbacus), 8: 221 

— (Erytbropy'gia), 8:210 

— (Garrulax, lantbocincla), 7: 8 

— (Huhua), 3s 276 

— (Lcucocirca), 7s 214 

— (Mxodcapa) , 7 s 22b 

— (PcIIomcum), 6s 120 

— (Prinia), 8: 45 

— {RaUu5),25 149 
peguensis (Ploccus), IDs lOI 
pekincmis (Apus, C>*p5clus), 4 s 43 

— (Falco), Is 363 
pelagica (Hirundo), 4: 33 
Pdaigopsis, 4s 83 

pdasgia [rie] (Chaetura), 4: 33 
Pdecanidae, Is 25 
Pdecanus, 1: 26 
PcIIomcum, 6s 114 
pclopus (Anthus), 9; 261 
pdvica (Tentbaca, Tepbrodomis), 6; 6 
pendulinus see coronatus (Acgidialui, 
Remiz) 

Pendulinus (Moiadlla), 9s 198 
penduUnus (Parus), 9: 198 
pcadopc (Anas), Is 167 
penidUatus (Pycnonotus), 6: 95 
peninsulae (A^piter), Is 242 
pcninsularis (Dicrurus), 5: II7 

— (Gracula), 5: 193 
pcnnata (Falco), Is 265 


pexmatus (Falco, Hieraaetus), Is 2b8 
Pcntboccr^Tc, 3s 215 
perates (Phocnlcurus), 8 s 258 
perenopterus (Ncopbion), Is 310 

— (Vultur), Is 310 
Per^cula, 2s 44 
Perdix, 2s 34 
perdix (Tetrao), 2s 34 
peregr l nator (Fdco), Is 350 
peregrinus (Falco), Is 347 

— (Pams, Pericrocotus), 6s 41 
perenopterus [rir] (Vulttir), 1; 310 
pcrgriscus (Tockus), 4s 130 
Pericrocotus, 6 s 24 
Perioospiza, 10: 124 

pemiger (Ictinactus), Is 283 
pernigra (AquIIa), Is 283 
Pemis, Is 221 

pemix (Fbylioscopus), 8s 152 
pcrpulcbra (Halcyon), 4; 92 
pcrsatmatxis (Gasrulus), 5s 201 
pcTsica (Alaudula, Cal^drclla), 5s 25 

— (Mcrops),4s 104 

— (Procdlaria), Is 14 
pcrsicus (Mcrops),4s 104 

— (Puffiuus), Is 14 
personata? see mdanops (Sula) 

— (Heliopais, Podica), 2 s 184 

— (MotadUa), 9s 291 
Petronia, 10 s 78 

stt (Pdrorna) 

Petronia (FringUla), 10: 78 
petrosa (Perdix), 2; 17 
Phaenicopbacus, 3 s 237 
pbacmcuroidcs (Brachyptcrus), 8: 269 

— (ric) [Bradyptcrus], 8; 269 
pbaeopus (Nximenius, Scolopax), 2 s 242 
Phaetbon, Is 22 

Phaetbontidae, 1: 21 
pbaioceps (Microptemus), 4s 178 
Pbalacrocoraddae, I: 35 
Pbsdacrocorax, Is 37 
Pbalaropus, 2: 321 
pbasiandla (Columba), 3s 137 
Pbasianidae, 2: 4 

phayrei (FrancoUnus, Perdix), 2s 28 

— (Osmotreron, Treron), 3 s 102 ^ 

. is29 

ii " !■' ■ 

(Hypsipetes) 

— (Merops), 4: 106 

— (Ploccus), 10: 88 
philbpsi (Alcedo), 4s 79 

— (Areola), Is 65 

— (Dumetia), 6: 182 . 

— (Treron), 3: 109 
Philomacbus, 2s 318 
Phodilus,3s 253 
phoenicca (lantbocincla), 7: 63 
pboeniceus (Garrulax), 7s 63 
Pboeniconaias, 1: 121 
pboenicoptera (Columba, Treron), 3s 

106 

Pboemcopteridae, 1: 118 
Phocnicoptenis, 1: 118 
pboemeura (Miralia), 5t 14 
phocmeuroides [Atomomancs,* 
M.(irafra)], 5: 12 

— (Hodgsonius), 8: 269 

— (Lanius, Otomela), 5: 88 

— ► (Pbocnicurus, RuticiUa), 8: 253 

Pbocnicurus, 8: 248 

pbocnicurus (Amauromls, Gallinula), 

2: 169 

— (Ammomanes), 5; 14 

— (MotadUa, Pbocnicurus), 8s 256 
Fbxagamaticola, 8: 98 
PbyUergatcs, 8s 80 
PhyUoscopus, 8: 132 

Pica, 5; 212 

pica (Cor^Tss), 5s 212 

— (Cuculus), 3: 194 

— (Pica), 5: 212 

picaoides (Heterophasia, Sibia), 7s 134 
picata (Musdeapa), 6s 3 

— (Oenantbe, Saxicola), 9; 50^ 
picatus (Hemipus), 6s 3 
Picidae, 4:. 168 

picoecolor (Hemipus), 6: 1 

Picoides, 4: 212 

picru (Molpastes), 6; 83 

picta (Perdix), 2: 27 

pictus {FrancoUnus), 2; 27 

Picummis, 4s 172 

Picus, 4s 181 

pilaris (Turdus), 9; 131 

pUeata (Alcedo, Halcyon), 4s 94 

— (Sterna), 3: 71 

— (Timalia), 6s 187 
pUeatus (Anous), 3: 71 
pinwilU (Pomatorhinus), 6s 130 
Piprisoma, 10: 1 

piscator (Pelecanus), Is 31 
pispo'lclla see pcrtica (Alaudula, Calan* 
dreJla) 

Pitta, 4: 250 
PIttidae,4; 250 
placcns (Stcmula), 3s 66 
pladdus (Cbaradrim), 2; 237 
plagosus (Cuculus), 3: 221 
plamcola (H>potriorchis), Is 353 
planonim (Parus), 9s 168 
Flatalea, 1: 1 15 
platjTbyncbos (Anas), Is 160 
plat^ura (Schocaicola, 'Thimalia), 8s 93 
platyairus (Brad\ptcrus), 8; 19 
Plegadis, Is 113 

pleschanka (MotacUla, Oenantbe) , 9 s 
55 

picskd see humilis ^odoccs) 
plicatus (Buccros, Rh^ticeros), 4: 137, 139 
Plocddae, 10; 62 
Ploccus, 10s 87 

plotus (Pdecanus, Sula), Is 34 
plumbs (Icthyopbaga), 1: 294 
plumbciccps (Icthyopbaga), I; 294 

— (Stapbida, Yubina), 7; ^ 
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plumbcus (Polio3ctu5), 1? 294 
pJumbIpes (Coturnix, Tumix), 2: 132 
plumifcr (Brachy-pus), 6; 67 
plumipes (Epbialtes, Otus), 3: 266 
— • (Ripatia), 5: 49 
Pluvialis, 2 j 219 
pluvialts (Charadriu5)» 2: 219 
'Pnocpyga, 6: 155 
Podargidae, 4: 1 
PodicQK, Is 2 
Podiclpitidae^ 1 s 2 
Podoces, 5: 229 

poccilopsis see hy-permclas (Panis) 
pocdlorb^Ticha (Anas), Is 157 
— (Timalia), 6 s 222 

• ■!:! (C V’ i? -s'.?: ' 
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poliotis (Paradoxomis, Suthora), 6s 203 
poUicam Horcitcs 
poltaratskyi (Stnnsus), 5s 166 
polyglotta'CSylvia), 8s 116 
Polyplectron, 2s 120 
pomarina see hastata (Aquila) 
pomarinus (Lestris, Stercorarius), 3s 20 
Potnatorhinus, 6s 129 
pompadora (Columba, Trcron), 3s IQO 
poadiccriana (Muscicapa), 6: II 
pondiccrianus (Francolinus* Tctrao), 2s 
31 

— (Habaslur), 1 s 230 

— (Tcphrodornis), 6s 11 
ponticcrianns (Vultur), Is 296 
Poonensis (Musdcapa), 7s 145 
porph>Trrus (Blytbipicus), 4s 238 
Porpbyrio, 2; 177 
porphyrio (Fulica), 2s 177 

— (Porphyrio), 2: 177 
pos^yTonotus (Stumm), 5s 169 
Porzana, 2: 159 

porzana (Porzana, RalJus), 2; 162 
potanini (Afontifringilla, Pyrgilauda), 

■ 20s 86 / 

pracmium (Phylloscopos), 8: 156 
practermissa (Sterna), 3s 64 

— (Treron), 3 s 104 

pratensis [(Alauda), Anthus], 9s 250 

— (Crex), 2s 158 
prateri (Sitta), 9s 216 

pratincola (Glareola, Hirundo), 3s 12 
prcpositus (Francolinus), 2: 30 
primrosei (Pycnonolus), 6s 90 
Prinia, 8: 37 

prioccphalus tB.(rachypus), Pycno- 
notus], 6s 70 
Frocarduelfs, 10s 161 
Procellaria, Is 10 
Procdlariidae, I: 9 
Proparua, 7 s 109 
Propasser, lOs I6I 
propioqua (Galerida), 5s 39 
Propyrrhula, lOs 192 
proregulus (Fhylloscopui), 6s 158 
proselia (Cinnyris, Nectarinia), 10s 33 
protegatus (Corvus), 5s 246 
protomela^ (Turdus), 9s 106 
provincialis (Otocompsa), 6s 75 
PrunelJa, 9: 145 
PnineUidae,9s 144 
przci'alskii (Bradypfcrus, Duractfcola), 

8 s 20 

— ' (Cyanosylvia), 8 s 221 

— (Pratincola, Saxicola), 9; 27 
przewalskii (Cinclus), 9; 141 
Pczcwalskii (Lanius), 5s 82 
przcwalskii (Sitta), 9: 219 
Psarisomus, 4« 248 

psarodes (Dmopium, Picus), 4s 201 

psaroides (Hypsipetcs), 6s 110 

Pseudibis, Is 112 

Pscudogyps, Is 301 

Pscudominla, 7 s 109 

Pscudopodoccs, 5 s 229 

Pscudoscolopax, 2: 276 

psithyrm (Psittiparus), 6; 208 

Psittacidae, 3 s 163 

Psittacula, 3s 163 

Psittiparm, 6 s 197 

Psophia, 2s I9l 

Pteroclcs, 3s 79 

Pterodidae, 3s 76 

Pleruthius, 7: 72 

ptilogcnys (Gracula), 5s 197 

PtilolaCTnus, 4s 133 

ptilorbynchus (Pcmis), Is 221 ‘ 

ptilosu5 (hfacronous), 6 s 185 

ptyTOatura (Oenanthe), 9; 62 

Ptyonoprogne, 5s 52 

pubescens (Picus), 4s 213 

Pucrasia, 2s 111 

pudla (Gracias, Irena), 6: 63 

pugnax (PbiJomachus, Tringa), 2s 318 

pulcbella (Hetcrophasia, Sibia), 7s 133 

— (Stryx), 3s 261 . 
pulchcllum (Dicacum), 10s 17 
pulcbellus (Otus), 3s 261 
pulchcr (Phylloscopus), 8 s 152 
pulchenimus (Carpo^cus, Propasscr), 

10s 179 

pulchra see indica (Athene, Noctua) 

— (Pitta), 4s 252 

pulchrtcollis (Columba), 3s 134 
pulla (Sciccrcus), 8s 187 
pulvcrulentu5 (jVluUcnpjcus), 4* 206. 

— (Picus), 4s 206 

punctata (Cinclidia), 
punctatum (Pcllomeum), 6s 115 
^ ..,4... /'r.-r.frTndvtesl. 6s 159 

. ■' > 

■ . . • opicus)], 

punclulala iff onwtalis (Loscja) 

punctulata (Lonchura, Loxia), 10s 1 13 
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punicea see Pj-rrhospiza 

— (Columba), 3: 135 

— [P-Cyrthospiia)], 10: 1B9 
pumeem (Carpodacm), 10: 189 

— (Columba), 3: 1 19 

(AlKXMmuj)], 

punjaubi (Alauda), 5s 44 

— (Perdicula), 2; 47 
purpurea see manilcDsis (Ardca) 

— (Ardea),!: 59 36^1 

— (Cochoa), 9s 16 

puiilla (Carpophaga, Ducula)/ 3s 112 

— (Emberiza), 10 s 228 

— (Pnoepyga), 6s 158 

— (Porzana), 2s 160 

— (Sterna), 3t 66 

pusillus [H.(aeniatoinis)], 6s 87 

— (Passer, Scrinus), 10s 146 

— (Pnoepyga), 6s 158 

— (Rallus),2: 160 
Pycnonotidae, 6; 65 
Pycnonotus, 6s 67 
pygaeus (Ixos), 6s 90 
pygargus (Circus, Falco), Is 321 
pygmaea (Plataica), 2s 313 

— ~ (Pnoepyga), 6s 158 
pygmaeus (Eurynorhynchus), 2s 313 
pygmaem (Numcnius), 2s 314 

— (Pelecanus, Phalacrocorax), 1; 42 
pynhoccphalus (Cuculus, 

Phaenicophaeus), 3s 228 
Pyrrhocorjuc, 5s 235 
pyrrhocorax (Pyrrhocorax), 5s 238 
— • (Upapa), 5 s 235 
Pyrrhonota (Saxicola), 9s 22 
pyrrhonotus (Passer), 10s 73 ■ 
pyrrhopipra (Blythiprcm), 4s 238 
Pyrrhoplcctes, 10: 195 
pyrrhopa (Stachyris), 6: 171 
Pyrrhospiza, 10s 161 
pyrrbothorax (Charadrius). 2s 225 

— (Picoides, Picus), 4s 221 
pyrrhotis (Blythiptcus, Picus), 4; 238 

— (Ixos, Pycnonotus), 6s 73 
p>Trhoura (Myzomis), 7s 70 
Pyrrhula, 10s 197 
Pyrrhula (Loxia), lOs 197 
Pyrrhulauda, 5 s fl 
pyrrhulotdcs (Emberiza), 10:232 

qucrqucdula (Anas), 1: 169,370 
querulivox (Sasia), 4s 176 
querulum (Trochalopteron), 7s 49 
qucrulus (Gacomantis), 3s 220 

radclifii (Indicator), 4s 165 
raddei [Scolopax (Gallinago)}, 2s 287 
radiata (Strix), 3s 286 
radtatum (Glauddlum), 3: 286 
rajputanac (Salporals), 9t 229 
Rallidae, 2t 148 
Rallina,2s 154 
ralliodes (Ardea), Is 62 
RaUus, 2 s 148 

rama (Hippolais, Sylvia), 8s 118 

— (Siva), 7 s 95 
Rampbalcyoa, 4: 83 
rana (AfegaJaima), 4s 153 

rapax see nipalensis, rindhtana (Aqtula) 
ravida (Stachyrh), 6s 176 * 
raytal (Alauda, C^andrella), 5s 27 
rccter (Fomatorhinus), 6s 148 
rectirostris (Ardea), Is 55 
Recurvirosira, 2s 332 
Recurvirostridae, 2s 328 
Tccurvirosiris (Esacus, Oedicnemus), 3s 5 
reevesii (Phasianus), 2 s 119 
refcslgens (Lophophorus), 2s 87 
regia (Tesia), 8 s 4 
rcguloidcs (Phyliopneuste, Phyllo^ 
acopus), 8: 177 
Regulus, 8: 195 
Rcgulus (Motadlla), 8s 195 
rcgulus (Regulus), 8? 196 
rcichenowi (Sasia), 4s 176 
rcligiosa (Gracula), 5s 190 
Remiz. 9s 198 
remotua (Ptcrocics), 3s 84 
repressa (Sterna), 3s 55 
rhaad (Otis), 2s 193 
Rhaphidura, 4: 33 
rhinoceros (Buccros), 4s 143 
Rhinomyias,' 7 s 136 
Rhinoptilus, 3: 8 
Rhipldura, 7 s 205^ ^ ^ ^ 

, • • » f • 

■ , ■ . 
Khodoneasa, i : i < t 

Rhodopechys, XOs 154 
rhodopcplus (Caipodacua), 10: 175 
Rhodophila, 9s 22 
Rbodospiza, lOs 154 
Rhopocichia, 6s 182 
Rhopodytes, 3 s 230 
Rhyacomis, 8* 266 
A. s'sn . 

• L 
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3r, bs itil 

li (Barabusicota), 2s 64 
a, 5s 49 

(Hirundo), 5 s 49 
paria), 5s 49 
(Aethopyga), 10s 44 
lometim), 6s 120 
5dnus>,S! 32r 
rruthiiis), 7i 74 
i see infioia (Certhia) 
tiaodura),7s 85 
(Columba), 3s H7 

(Napothcrt, Pnoepyga), 6i I5f 
Extnocichla), 6 s 168 
ni (Colloca!ia).4:28 

pa^ccus (GaJIxss) 
alcopbaps),3s 159 


Tobusta see Valida (DDmoica, Pnnial 
(Cyanecula), 8s 217 
robustrrostris (Cyanops), 4s 160 
rodochroa (nV) [Fringilla), 10s 171 
rodopcpla (sie) [FringUla], 10s 175 
rosa (Psittacus), 3s 179 
rosea (Fringilla), 10s 16l * 

— (Mtssdeapa), 6s 37 
roscata {Psiltacu]a),3s 181 

— (Pyrrhula), lOs 164 
roscatus (Anthus), 9 s 261 

— (Carpodacus), 10s 
roscus (Pclecanus), Is 29 

— (Pcricrocotus), 6s 37 

— (Pbocnicoptenjs), Is 118 

— (Stumus, Turdus), 5: 163 
rossicus (Anser), Is 123 
Roslratida, 2 s 325 
Rostratub'dae, 2 s 325 
fostratum ^r.(icha4tocna)3, 6s 126 
rothschildi (Codioa), 9s 18 
rouxi (Ixulus, Yuhina), 7; 103 
Rubecula {Motadlla), 8s 213 
rubeculoides (Accentor, Prunella), 9: 

— (Musdcapa, Phoenicurus), 7s 190 

— (Phoenicura), 7: 138 ' 
ruber (Phoenicoplerus), Is 118- 
rubcsccns (Carpodacus, ProcarduelU). 

10s 169 

— (Cyanops), 4s 158 

— (Locustelia), 6s 89 

rubicilla see severtzovi (Carpodacus) 
rubtcilloides see ludicr (Carpodacus) 
Rubicola (Motadlla), 9s 22 
Tubtcola (Perdicula), 2: 44 

— (Sylvia), 8t 124 

rubicunda (Carpodacus, Erythrina), lOt 


— (Gamp»orhynchus),7s 81 
rtsfus (Corvus), 5t 220 
ruinarum (Ccrcomela), 9s 20 
rupcharidi (Apus), 4s 46 

— (Arborophila), 2: 62 

— (Batrachostomus),4s 3 

— (Chaetura),4t 35 

— (Otus),3s 257 

— (Saxicola), 9s 32 

— (Tickellia), 8: 195 

— (Tragopaa), 2s 85 

rupcjtris see turVestanica (Columbal 

— (Hirundo).5s53 ^ 

russaia (HenuchcUdon),?i 152 
russicus (Myxtadnus, Panurui), $i 195 
rustica (Hinindo), 5s 57 

rusticola (Scolopax),2s 292 
rutila (Anas), Is 141 
' — (Emberiza), 10:211 
rutilans (Passer), 10:75 
rutlcdgii (Ploccus), IDs 94 
Rynchops, 3: 74 

sacra (Ardea, Egrttta), It 77 
saharac (Buiiunus, Oedicnemus), 3i 1 
sal^cnsis (Dicrurm), 5s 121 
saliens (Rhopodytes), 3t 232 
talimalii (Apus), 4i 50 

— (Chalcopha^),3s 157 

— (Cistlasla), fit 35 

— (Perdicula), 2s 50 

— (Ploceus), 10 1 96 

— (Pomatorhinm), 6s 132 

— (Rcgulus), 8t 197 

— (Zosterops), lOi 59 

Silpomis, 9s 229 ^ 

saadvfccnsis (Stensa), S: 70 
tanguinca (FringUla, Rhodopechys), lOt 

159 


nibidiventris (Pams), 9s 182 
rubidus (Anas), Is 208 
rubiginosus [Picus (Henudreus)], 4/ 257 
Rubi^Ia, 6t 67 

rubinigentis (Anthreptes, Chalcoparial, 
10 s 19 

rubricapUla (Macronous.Molacillal. 6s' 
185 

— (Megalaima), 4: 162 
rubricapilius (Bucco), 4s 162 

— (AEgithaliscus, AegithaJos), 9s 202 
rubricauda (Phaethon), Is 24 
rubripcs fSula), Is 33 
rubrirostris (Anser), Is 129 
nibrocanui (Turdus), 9; 122 
rubroniger [Lonchura, M.(unia)], 10s 

116 

Rubropy^a (Raya), 4 s 247 
nibropygiaJis (CoryUts), 3s 188 
(Picus), 4s 203 

rubropygium (Dicaeum), 10:9 
rubropygius (Serilopbus), 4s 247 
nidis (Alcedo), 4s 68 

— (Ccryle).4: 70 

rufa see melanogaster^Anhin^) 

— (Nyfoca), Is 182 
ruCeseexu see aedon (Musdcapa, 

Phragamadcola) 

— srrinsignis (Drymoipus, Prinia) 
srrpersica (Alaudula, CalandreUa) 

— (Anthus),9s 259 

— (Glaucidium), 3s 29J 

— [M.(alacoccrcu5), Turdoides}, 6 s 231 

— (Prinia), 8s 38 

— (Tringa), 2: 317 

ruhberbts (Garrulax, lanthodncla), 7s 
28 

ruBcapiUa (Sylria), 8: 81 
ruHcauda (Musdcapa), 7r 150 
ruficeps see oatesi (Paradoxomis, 

Suthora) 

ruficeps (Chleuasicus), 6; 205 

— (Paradoxomb), 6s 207 

— (FcUomcum), 6s 127 

— (Stachyris), 6s no 
ruhcollis see capensis (Podiceps) 

« — (Anser, Branla), 1 s 124 • 

— (CalidriJ, Trynga), 2: 300 

— (Corvus), 5s 265 

— (Garrulax, lanthodnda), 7s 36 

— (MontifringilJa), 10: 85 

— (Pemb), Is 222 

— (Pomatorhinus), 6s 138 

— (Turdus), 9s 129 ■ 
rufidorsa (Ceyx). 4: 25B 
ruOdorsus (G^yx), 4: 82, 258 
rufifrons ue ambigoa (Stachyndopsis, 

Sladsyris) ' 

— (Garrulax), 7 s 1 

— (Prinia), 8s 46 

rufigasler (Alcedo), 4 s 80 

rufigenb (Ixulus, Yuhina), 7i SB 
rufilata (Hemichclidon), 7i J52 /■ 

— (Prunella), 9 s 145 
rufilatus (Accentor), 9s 145 

— [Erilbacus, N.(cmura)J, 8t 
rufimeata (Cinclwoma), 7t 27 
rufina (Anas, Netta), 1» 177 

— (Suthora), 6: 206 
rufious (Butco, Falco), It 752 

, mt^i'f^vrislt 6s 170 

?■ » 

, - , 139 

— (Otus, bcops;, -.V- 

nsfitincta (lanthodncla), 7» 28 
ruhtinems see indicos (Acapitcr, Astur) 

— ' (Garrulax), 7f 20 

— (Psittipanis), 6: 208 
Tufi\'cnicr (Ptcrulhius), 7i 73 

— (Tharxmobia), 9s 62 

rufiventrb (Monticola, Pctrocmcia), 9s /O 

— (Oenanthe, Fhoenlcurus), 8: 255 
rufogularis (Aldppc, 

— (Arborico^, Arborophila), 

— (Garrulax, lanthodn*^), 7s 27 
rufonucbalis (Parus), 9: 180 
rufostrigata (Acantbis, Lmota), 10: 14j 
nifula (Himndo), 5s 67 

— (Prinia), 8: 40 • 
rufulus (Anthus), 9; 253 


sanguineus (Pcricrocotus), 6f 30 
sangxiiniceps (Pictu), 4: 166 
taanio see alb^perdharis (Garrulax) 
tapphira (Miudcapa, Musdcapula), 7: 
173 

saramatii (Pams), 9s 184 
Sarcogyps, 1 s 296 
aardarpateli (Plocetss), lOr 88 
sarkari (Dendrodtta), 5: 226 
Sarkidiomb, Is 192 
Saroglossa, 5 s 147 
saru&yi (Musdcapa), 7: 140 
Sasia, 4: 174 

saturata (Acthopyga, Cinnyris), 10: 44 

— (Linota), 10s 181 

— (Stelgidocichla), 6t 90 

— (Upupa), 4: 127 

latiuatior (Cyanecula, Erilbacus), fit 
221 

— '(Cyomb), 7s 188 

— (Hdeyon), 4i 93 

— (piprisoroa), lOt 2 

— (Procarduais), 10s 169 

— (Pyctorhls), 6s 190 

— (Sylviparus), 9: 193 

— (Tchitrea, Terpsiphone), 7: 221 
saturatus (Carpodacus), 10s JBJ 

— (Cepbalopyrus), 9 s 197 

— (Cuculxn), 3t 2ll 
(Molpastes), 6s 90 

— (Phodilus), 3i 253 

— (Propasscr), 10: 181 

sat^ (Mtieagris, Tragopan), 2s 82 
saularis (Coprychut, Gracula), 8s 239 
saundersi (Sterna), 3s 65 
saurashtrense (Chrysomma), 6i 189 
saxatilb (Monticola, Turdus), 9s 66 
Saxicola, 9s 22 

saxicola (Pscudopodoccs), 5 s 229 
Saxicoloides, 9s 59 

Scacorhynchus, 6: 197^ 
scandiaca (Nycica, Strix), 3s 284 
schach (Lanius), 5s 93 
ichaeferi (Passer), lOi 75 
ichareri see flaviroitrb [CUsa, 
Ps.(ilorhinus)J • 

' schbucea [Ardea (Leptcrtxias), 
Egretta], It 74 

tchbtacciu [Eriicurus, Motacilla 
(Enicurus)], 9: 10 ^ , 

schbliceps (Abroscopus, CuliCJpcta),ot 
*92 

— (Palaeomis), 3 s 183 

— (Phoenicurus, RuUcilla), fit 260 

— (Pomatorhinus), 6s 131 
schocnidus (Embdiza), 10: 230 
Schoenicola, Bs 92 
Schoeniparus, 7s 109 
ichocniparus (Psittipanis), 0*209 
Khvrdowi (Acdpitcf, Astur) Is 

ichwarzi (Sylvia), 8: *32 

sctndcanuJ (Picus), 4r 225 
sdndicum (Chryiomnu), ^ 
sdndicus (Pyctorhb), 6i *92 
sdrpaecus see fuscus (AcrocepnaJus) 
adia (Sylvia), 8i 1*2 
tcUtcri (Lophophorus), 2s 90 
scolopacea (Eudynamyi), 3s *27 
icolopaccus (Chculus), 3s 227 
Scolopax, 2i 292 
scop* (Otus), 3i 261 
scortnlum (Penomeum). 6t 124 
Scotoccrca, 8s 78 
scouleri (Eriicurus), 9*7 
«^Iii (Hirundo), 5: 67 
scutulata (Anas. Ca»nna>, Is 194 

— (Ninoi), 3 l 292 
fctbohnii jrt ptniti (AJitiduU, 

Gilsndrella) 

Necurim.), I9< 

Sticetcus, 8s ISO 

.rijunlcu: s,^:un.) 

•clopulo J« ochrDSznjZ > 

smmwi {CoranM), <1 ' M jjj 
icniicoronatu: (Picoidfz, Pi A 
KmSpxUniwi 

MacrorhimphiM),*' 

fOTi/robn- (rmVrocmu*). 6i 
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scmistriaia (Ixncfaura, Miinia), 10: 110 
semitorquatus sec Sphcminis 
senator see nilotlcus (Enncoctonus, 

Lanius) 

scnegalensis see cambaycmis (Coluznba, 
Strep topelia) 

— (AIccdo),4s 87 

— (OtU), 2s 193 

scn^allus (Pteroclcs, Tctrao), 3; 84 
scnex [Hctcromis (Pastor), Stumus], 5s 
159 

separatus see vividus (Pcricrocotus) 
sepium (Orthotomus), 8: 80 
scptcntrionalb (Acgitbina), 6s 48 
icriceus (Stumus), 5s 151 ^ 

Scrilophus, 4s 246 
Serinus, 10: 146 
serinus {FringiUa), 10s 146 
serrator (Mcrgus), Is 206 
serratus (Qamator, Cuculus), 3s 194 
setafer [Cmc.(losoma), Garrulax], 7s 
48 

scvertzovi (Carpodacus), 10s 183 
fcverus (Fsilco), Is 356 
sharpei see iouschistos [Acgithalos, 
P.(arus)] 

sharpii (Corvus), 5 s 260 

— [Gnis, Gnis (Antigone)], 2s 144 - 
shekarii (Pelargopsis), 4s 86 
ihcrriffi (Spclaeomis), 6 s 165 
shorii (Dinopium, Picm), 4s 202 
Sibia, 7s 82 

^sibirica (Limicola), 2s 317 

— (Muscicapa), 7s 142 

— (Zoothera), 9s 85 
sibiricus see middendorffi (Anser) 

, — (Turdus), 9; 85 

ixccAtz (Pyrrbulauda), 5 s 9 
siccatus (^opocichla), 6: 184 
sidboutcnsls (Pericrocolm), 6s 42 
signata (Lciothrix, Muscicapa), 7s 179 
sii^inensis (Dryobates), 4: 211 

— (Gamilax, Grammatoptila), 7s 12 

— (Irena), 6s 63 
--(Regulus), 8s 198 
silvanus (Caprimulgus), 4s 19 
simile (Trochaloptcron), 7: 22 
similis (Anthus), 9s 266 

— (Garrulax), 7s 22 

— (Hypothymis), 7s 223 , 

sinsilliina (Motadlla), 9s 277 
simillimus (Turdus), 9s 119 

sixnlae (Picus), 4: 192 
simlaensis (Minla, Siva), 7s 91 

— (Orcodncla), 9s 92 
•— (Pbylloscopus), 8s 158 

— (SyK*iparus), 9s 192 

— (Vivna),4s 172 
simplex (Sitta), 9s 224- 
sindiana (Mirafra), 5 s 7 

— (Orthotomiu), 8s 81 
•— (Prinia), 8 s 66 

findianus (Crateropus, Turdoidcs), 6 s 
224 

— (Miraira), S: 7 

— (Phylloscopus), 8s 138 
*— (Prinia), 8s 66 

tinense (Qir>*3omma), 6s 190 
sinensis (Ardea, Ixobsy'cKus), 1; 86 
— - (Centropus, Polophilus), 3 s 240 

— (Oiiolus, Stumus), 5s 176 

— (Parus), 6s 190 

— (Pelecanus, Phalacrocorax), Is 37 

— (Riparia), 5 s 49 

tin^ensls see rubinigentis (Anthreptes, 
Cbalcoparia) 

— (Apus), 4: 54 

— (SylAda), lOs 19 

sip^i [C.(orythus), Haematospiza], 10: 
194 

siparaja (Acthopyga), 10 s 47 

— (Ccrthia), 10s 38 
Siphia, 7: 137 

tiquijorcnsis see mcclellandi (Hypsipetea) 

sirkec (Centropus, Taccocua), 3s 234 

slrotensis (Prunella), 9: 152 

Sitta, 9s 207 

Sittidae, 9 s 207 

Sitdpanis, 7: 109 

Siva, 7s 90 

skua (Catbaracta), 3s 17 
smymensis (AJcedo, Halcyon), 4s 89 
toaalis (ChrysocoUptes), 4; 244 

— (Prinia), 8s 59 

socorroemisrrrmonorhis (Oceanodroma) 
soemmeringii (Corvus), 5s 250 
sola (Cinnyris, Kectarinia), 10s 22 
solans (Pcricrocotus), 6s 36 
solitaria (Capella, G^lmago), 2: 278 
solitarius (Monticola), 9: 72 . 
solocnsis (Acdpitcr, Falco), Is 239 
somcrvilld (Timalia, Turdoides), 6s 228 
soah’ia (Argya), 6s 217 
souivitu (Tutrioldes), 6s 217 
sonneratii (Cacomantis, Cuculus), 3s 215 

— (GaUus),2s 106 
sophiae (I^topoedlc), 8s 201 
sordida (Emberiza), 10s 215 

— (Glaucom)ias, Musdcapa), 7i 196 

— (Pitta), 4s 254 

sordidior (Gcdnus, Ficus), 4: 189 
sordidus (Stumus), 5: 175 
soror (Pa4Bcr), 10: 63 
spadicea (Gadloperdix), 2: 67 

— (Pcrdix), 2s 106 

— (Tctrao), 2s 66 
spadiccus see spadicea (Tctrao) 

— (Gallus),2s 106 

— (Tctrao), 2s 67 
spadix (Stach^Tis), 6s 176 
Spamnanii (Indicator), 4s 165 
iparycrioides (Cuculus), 3 s 193 
speaosus (Pcricrocotus, Turdus), 6s 25 
ipeculigcrus (Coccoihraustcs, Mjxero- 

bas), 10: 128 
SpeUcomis, 6s 159 
*pcacd (Turdus), 9s 119 
sperata see brasUiana (Certfiia, 
Nectarinia) 


Sphenoccrcus, 3: 94 
Sphcnocichla, 6s 167 
spbcnura (Trcron, \’’inago), 3s 96 
Sphenurus, 3s 94 
spicifer (Pavo), 2s 126 
spiloccpbalus (Ephialtcs, Otus), 3t 257 
spUogaster (Haematomis, Spilornis), Is 
332 

spilonota (Ccrthia), 9s 229 
spilonotus (Circtis), Is 326 

— (Parus), 9s 190 

— (Salpomis), 9s 229 

spUoptcra [O.(rcocincla), 2^thcra], 9s 
91 

— (Saroglossa), 5s 147 
spvlopterus (Lamprotomis), 5s 147 
Spilornis, Is 329 

spinoides (Carduelis), 10: 136 
spinolctta (Anthus), 9s 268 
spinosus see duvaucelii (Charadrius, 
Vanellus) 

— (Charadrius), 2: 205 
Spinus, 10s 133 

spinus (Fringilla), 10s 133 
Spizaetus, 1: 258 ^ 

Spizizos, 6: 66 
splendcns (Cor\*us), 5s 244 
spodipgastcr (Butorides), Is 61 
spodoccphala see sordida (Embcfiza) 
sponsa (Anas), 1: 188 
squamata (lanthodncla), 7s 51 

— (Microura), 6s 156 
squamatus (Gamilax), 7s 51 

— (Picus), 4s 182 
squamiceps (Malurus), 6s 213 

' — (Tribura), 8: 5 
Squatarola, 2: 219 
squatarola (Pluvialis, Tringa), 2s 220 
Stachyridopsis, 6s 1^ 

Stachyris, 6: 168 
Stactodchla, 7: I 

stagnatilis (Totanus, Tringa), 2s 259 
stanfordi (Alcippc), 7s 127 

— (Pycnonotus), 6: 91 
Stanley! (Rhipidura), 7s 213 
Staphida, 7 s 90 

stcjnegeri [Pr.(atincoIa),Saxicola], 9s 29 
stcllaris (Ardea, Botaurus), 1:89 
stellata (Brach>'pteryx), 8s 204 

— (Gavia), Is 2 . ■ 

siellatus [Brach>'pterj'X (Diymocharcs)], 
8s 204 

stenorh>'nchus (Pomatorhinus), 62 147 
stentorcus (Acroccphalus), 8s lOl 
stcnura (Gsillinago, Scolopax), 2s 282 
siephensoni (Dryobates), 4s‘ 213 ✓ 
Stcrcorariidac, 3s 17 
Stcrcorarius, 3s 20 
Sfcrai, 3s 47 
stertens (Tyto), 3s 250 
stcii'cnsi (Acroccphalus), 8s 115 

— (Dicrurus), 5 s 121 

— (Prinia), 8s '51 

steward (Emberiza, Euspiza), 10:216 

— (GaUoperdix),2s 69 

— (Otus), 3s 268 

— (Prinia), 8s 57 

— (Suraioilus), 3s 226 
Stictosplza, 10: 101 
StoUezkae (Ccrthia), 9s 240 
stoUda (Sterna), 3s 71 

siolidus see pileata (Sterna), pUatus 
(Anous) 

stracheyi (Emberiza), XOs 223 
straminea (LocusteUa), 8: 91 
strepera (Anas), Is 163 
Strcptopclia, 3s 140 
stresemanni (Celtia, Ncomls), 8s 14 

— (Dr>'obatc3, Picoidcs), 4s 213 

striata r«dob5oni(Coracina, Graucalus) 

— see sarudn>’i (Muscicapa) 

— (Lonchura, Loxia), 10: 108 

— (Muscicapa), 7s 137 

— (Napothera), 6s 153 

— (Scotocerca), 8; 77 
striadcoUis (Alcippc, Sh'a), 7s 118 
striatula (Pi^a), 8 s 69 
Striatulus [Blandfordius (ric)], 8 s 69 
striatulus (BlasiTordius), 8: 69 
striatus chloriceps (Ardea, Butorides) 

— (Chactomis, Mcgalurus?), 8s 94 

— (Cossyphus, Turdoides), 6s 230 

— (Euplcctcs), lOs 98 

— (Gamilax, Garrulus), 7 s 10 

— (Malacocircus). 6: 234 

— (Melizophilus), 8: 77 

— (Pycnonotus, 'Trichophorus), 6; 92 

— (Turdinus), 6s 153 
stricklansh (Brachj'picmus, 

Chr>*socolap{es), 4: 245 
strictus (Picus), 4s 239 
stridula (Strix),3s 303 
Strigidae, 3: 248 
stri^a (Minla, Sh’a), 7s 92 
striolata see mayri (Himndo) 

— [Emberiza, F.(ringlila)], 10; 229 
striolatus (Anthiu), 9 s 259 

— (Gecinus), 4s iM 

— (Picus). 4s 184 
Strix,3s303 

strophiata (Muscicapa, Siphia), 7s 159 
-(Prunella), 9s 154 
'strophiatus [A.(ccentor}], 9: 154 
struthersii (Ibidorh>'ncha), 2s 334 
stuartbakcri (Saxicoloidcs), 9s 61 
stupae (Parus), 9s 169 
Stumia, 5: 151 
Stumidae, 5: 146 
stumina (Gracula), 5: 162 
stuminus (Stuminus), 5s 162 
Snimopastor, 5s 151 
Stumomis, 5: 151 
Stumus, 5s I5I 

st)*ani (Monarcha, Siphia), 7s 223 
subbicolor (Turdus), 9: 108 
subbuteo (Falco), Is 352 
subcaerulatus (Gamilax), 7; 34 
subcorax (Con-us), 5s 262 
suberistata (Emberiza), 10; 232 


subBava (Prinia), 8 s 52 
subfiavum (Dicacum), 10: 14 
subfurcatus (Apus, Cypsclus), 4 s 55 
subgrisca (hfclanocorypha), 5s 30 
sublumachala (Prop>Trhula), 10; 192 
Subhimachalanus (Cory’thus ?), 10 s 192 
subminuta (Tringa), 2; 305 
subminutus (Calidsh), 2s 305 
subobscuTus (\fenila), 9s 126 
subpallidus (Ttsrdus), 9s 125 
submbra (Muscicapa), 7s 157 
subrufa Cnmalia), 6: 222 
submficollis (Tringa, Tryngites), 2s 317 
subrufus (Tu^oidcs), 6; 222 
subsoccata (Cotylc), 5: 49 
sub^uamatum (Trochaloptcron), 7; 51 
substriolata (Lillta), 5 s 66 
subtel^honus (Cuc^us), 3; 207 
subtilis (Alauda), 5: 43 
subulata (Carduelis, Fringilla), 10: 134 
subtmdulata (Lonchura, Munia), 10: 115 
subunicolor (Gamilax, Trochaloptcron), 
7s 53 

subviridis (Parus), 9: 191 

— (Phylloscopus, Rcguloidcs), 8; 157 
Su]a,ls31 

sula see rubripcs (Sula) 
sulfurea (Acgtthina), 6s 53 
Sulidae, 1: 31 

sultanca (Melanochlora), 9s 162 
sultanCus (Chr^xocolaptes, Picus), 4: 242 

— (Parus), 9s 162 

sumatrana (Melanocblora), 9 s 162 

— (Sterna), 3s 56 

sundara (Muscicapa, Nlltava), 7s 181 
sunta (Otus, Scops), 3: 262 
superba (Ccrthia), 10; 21 
supcrciliaris (Abromis), 8 s 190 

— (Abroscopus), 8; 190 

— [D*{imorpha)], 7s 163 

— (Musacapa), 7s 168 

— (Ra3Jus),2: 155 

— (Stumopastor, Stumus), 5s 175 
supcrciliaris (Xiphirhynchus), 6s”149 
superciliosa (Motadlla), 8: 156 

— (Op^*sia), 2s 73 
superdtiosus (5Ierops),4: 104 

— (Rollulus), 2s 73 

— (Tephrodomis), 7s 228 
suratensis (Columba, Strcptopclia), 3: 

152 

surtnamensis (Sterna), 3s 38 
Sumiculus, 3s 224 
suschkini (Gavia, Urinator), It 1 
suscitator (Tumix), 2s 132 
susbkini (Pnmdla), 9s 156 
Suthora, 6: 197 
sutoria (MotaciUa), 8: 85 
sutorius (Orthotomus), 8s 85 
Suya, 8s 37 

st'ccica (MotaciUa), 8s 217 
svecidis (Erithacm), 8:217 
S)’ama (Aviceda, Baza), 1: 220 
sykesi (^radna, Lalage)> 6 s 22 

— (Hypothymis), 7s 223 
sylvana [H.(ctertira)], 9s 271 
sylvanus (Anthus), 9 s 271 
sylvatica see dusstimicr (Hemipodius, 

Tumix) 

— (Acantbylis, Chaetura), 4: 37 

— (Columba, Ducula), 3s 111 

— (Prinia), 8 s 64 
sylvadcus (Tctrao), 2 s 127 
Sylvcslris ((Mimia)], 5: 160 
syivestris (Suimus), 5s 160 

— (Tcmcnuchus), 5s 160 
Sylvia, 8: 121 

sylvicola (Tephrodomis), 6: 8 
Sylviparus, 9s 192 
Sj'phcotidcs, 2 s 195 
S>Tnnadcus, 2s 119 
Syroiom, 5; 308 
Syrrhaptes, 3s 77 
szechenpi (Tetraophasis), 2s 16 

tabuensis (Lanius), 5: 148 
Taccocua, 3: 234 

tacksanowskia [sie) [Micropalama], 2: 
276 

taesanowskia (LocusteUa), 8s 24 
taesanowskius (Brad>'pteru5) , 8 s 24 
taezanowskii (Nfontifringilla, 
Onychospiza), 10s 84 

— (Rlpana),5s 49 
Tadoma, Is 141 

tadoma (Anas, Tadoriia), Is 144 
taeniura (Orthia), 9 s 236 
tahidca (Hirundo), 5s 61 
taigoor (Hemipodius, Tumix), 2: 133 
Uumyrczisis (Larus), 3 s 26 
taivana (Bud>'tcs, hlotacilla), 9: 281 
tanki (Tumix), 2s 129 
tantus (Chiysocolaptcs), 4 s 241 
taprobana (Alcedo), 4; 77 
taprobanus (CZamator), 3s 197 

— (Turdoides), 6s 234 
tarda see dybowldi (Otis) 

— (Otis), 2s 185 
Taisigcr, 8: 213 

Caylori (Carduelis, Hypacanthis), lOs 138 
Tchitrca, 7s 216 

tectiro3tris[(Bhringa), Dicrurus], 5 s 128 
teesa (Butastur, Circus), Is 257 
t d^in ae (Brachyptemtis, Dinopium), 

tdephonus (Cuculus), 3:'208 

Tcmcnuchus, 5 1 151 

temmincldi (Calidris, Tringa), 2: 303 

— (Lillia),5s 67 

— (Myiophotuss, Mj’ophonus), 9s 79 

— (Satyra,Tragopan), 2 s 86 
ten^rarum (Arboroplula), 2s 61 
lenebricola (Zoothera), 9s 101 
lenebrosa (Zoothera), 9; 104 
teneUipes (Phylloscoptis), 8s 171 
tengmahai (Strix), 3t 316 
tenuirostris see worcestcri (Anous, 

hiicrasotts) 

— (Calidris, Totanus), 2: 297 




— (Cinclus), 9s 142 

— (Cuculus), 3s 220 

— (Gyps), 1; 306 , 

— (Oriolus), 5: 106 

— (PoIyphMia), 3s 220 

— (Procellaria), Is 13 

— (PufSnus), 1; 13 

tcphrdccphaltis (CuUdpeta, Sciccrcus), 
8; 164 

tcphrocotis [Linaria (Lcucosticte)], 10: 
148 

tephrodiras (Sciccrcus), 8: 187 
Tephrodomis, 6s 5 
tephronota (Sitta), 9s 222 
tephronotus (CoUurio, Lanius), 5: 92 
tcrck (Scolopax, Tringa), 2s 269 
terpsinus (Phylloscopus), 8s 178 
Tcipsiphone, 7s 216 
terricolor (Butalis), 7s 145 

— (DtyTnoipus, Prinia), 8s 52 
Terricolor (Ms^a), 6; 230 
terricolor [Kl.(alacoccrcus)], 6s 230 
tcrrignotac (Tringa), 2 s 257 
tescicola (Emberiza), 10s 229 
Tesia, 8 s 1 

testacea (Scolopax), 2: 310 

— (CaUdris),2: 310 i 

testaccus (Ammomanes), 5: 16 
Tctraogallus, 2: 10 
Tetraophasis, 2 s 16 
Tctrax,2: 185 

tetrax (Otis), 2s 185 
thai (Pcricrocotus), 6: 44 

— (Tephrodomis), 6s 11 
Thalasseus, 3: 47 
thalassina (Musdcapa), 7s 198 
thalia (Siva), 7s 95 
theresae (Sylvia), 8s 130 
thennophilus [C.(ichIops)], 9s 259 

— [Coiydalla (A.)], 9s 259 
thibetana (Carduelh, Chrysomitris), 10s 

139 

thoracica [D.(umeticola)], 8: 21 

— (Pcrdix), 2s 64 
thoracicus (Bradypterus), 8: 21 
Threskiomis, Is 110 
Threskiomithidae, 1: 109 
Thringorhina, 6: 168 
thunbergi (MotaciUa), 9: 276 
thura (Carpodacus), 20; 177 
tianschanicus (Cyanistes, Parus), 9s 177 
danshanica (Cyacosylvia), 8: 221 
dbetana (Anoztbura), 9: 137 

— (CalandrcUa),5s 24 

— (Prunella), 9s 156 

— (Riparia), 5s 49 

— (Sterna), 3s 51 
dbetanus (Accentor), 9s 156 

— (Bubo), 3s 272 

— (Corvus), 5s 264 

— [Ithagenes (rir), Ithaginb], 2s 7B 

— (Parus), 9s 171 

— (Passer), 10s 72 

— (Phylloscopus), 8s 147 

— (S>'TThaples), 3s 77 

— (TetraogaUus), 2$ U 
tibetoslnensis (Corvus), 5s 256 

— (Sitta), 9s 210 
tic^und (Rhyticeros), 4s 137 
Tichodroma, 9: 226 

tickelli set assamensis (Drymocataphus, 
Trichastoma) 

— (Pdlolaemus),4: 134 

— (Buceros), 4s 133 
TickclUa.Bs 190 

tickelliae[C.(yomis), Muscicapa], 7s 193 
tigrina (Columba, Strcptopclia), 3; 154 
Timalia, 6s IB7 
tinnunculus (Falco), Is 365 
tiphia (Aegithiaa, Motadlla), 6s 49 
titania (Yuhina), 7: 107 
titar (Francolinus), 2s 30 
tobata (ric) [Tringa], 2s 323 
Tockus, 4; 129 

toklao (Megalurus, Turdus), 8; 96 
tomensis (Muscicapa), 7s IM 
tongluensis (Carduelis), 20: 181 
Torgos, Is 296 

torquata (Mclanocorypha), 5 s 29 

— (Saxicola), 9; 25 

torqueoU (Arborophila, Pcrdix), 2: 57 

— (Siva). 7s 90 , 
torquilla (Jynx), 4; 168 
torringtoni (Columba), 3; 134' 

Totanus, 2 s 254 

totanus (Scolopax, Tringa), 2: 257 
toulou see ben^ensis (Cmtropus, 
Cuculus) 

toxostomina (Stactodchla), 7s 38 
toxostominus (Garrulu), 7s 38 
tracheliotus (Vultur), Is 296 
Tragopan, 2 s 79 
trailli (Oriolus, Pastor), 5s 112 
tranquebarica (Columba, Strcptopclia), 
3s 149 

transcaspicus (Motadlla), 9s 72 

— (Passer), 10s 68 

tiansfluvialis (Paradocomis, Scaeorhyn- 
chus), 6s 209 

transfuga (Gymnorhis, Petronia), lOs 78 
traasvolgcasis (Cryptt^laux), 3s 317 
travancoreensis (C^lc), 4; 73 

— (Machlolophus, Pams), 9s 189 

— (PIoccus), 10:92 

— (Pomatorhinus), 6s 135 
travancoriensis (Amthtis), 9s 267 
Treron, 3s 94 

Tribura, 8 s 19 

Trichastoma, 6; 126 

tricolor [(CoUurio), Lanius], 5s 96 

— [D.(igenca)),7s 170 

— (Musdcapa), 7s 170 
tridactyla (Alcedo), 4s 80 
iridact\ lus (Picoidcs), 4: 234 

— CPidis),4s 212 
tril^ciatus (Carpodacus), 10s 183 
trigonostlgma see rubropygium 

(Dicacum) 

Tringa, 2s 254 



CONSOLIDATED INDEX : SCIENTIFIC NAMES 


tnnSutensis (CJotumrx, ExcalfactoriaV 
2: 44 * 

tnstis (Acridothcres, Paradwca), 5: 177 

— (Melias, Rhopodytcs), 3: 231 

— (Phylloscopus), 8: 137 
-- (Regius), 8j 196 

trivialis (Alauda, Anthus), 9: 246 
trivirgatu5 see peninsulae (Accipiter) 

— (Accipiter), 1* 249 
, Trochaloptcron, 7 : 1 

trochiloidea (Acthopyga), 10:40 
trochlloides (Acanthiza, Phylloscopus^ 
8: 169 ^ ^ 


Trochilus (Motacilla), 8: 132 
trochilus (Phylloscopus), 8: 134 
Troglodytes, 9: 134 
troglodytes (Troglodytes), 9: 135 
Troglodytidae, 9: 434 
troglodytoldes see sherriffi (Spclaeomis) 

— (Ppoepyga), 6: 159 ' 

Trogonidae, 4: 60 

tropica see melanogaster (Frcgetta, 
Thalassidroma) 

Tryngites, 2: 317 

tschebaiewi (Calliope, Erithacus), 8: 225 

tschegrava (Sterna), 3: 45 

tschusii (Conrus), 5: 248 

tsipi (Dicrurus), 5: 114 

tubiger (Noctua),3: 285 

tundrae (Acgialitis, Charadrius), 2: 230 

tuneo’ (Apus/. 4: 4(? 

turcomana (Strbe), 3: 271 

turcomanus (Bubo), 3r 271 

turdiformis (Pastor), 5: 176 

Turdinulus, 6: 153 

Turdinus, 6: 153 

Turdoides, 6: 213 

Turdus, 9: 105 

turensis (Alcippe), 7: 125 

turkestanica (Columba), 3: 123 ' 

turkestanlcus (Phocnicunis), 8: 256 

Tumicidac, 2; 127 

Tumix, 2: 127 

turturrf«arenicola (Streptopelia, Turtur) 

— (Streptopelia), 3: 141 

tusalia (Columba, Macropygia), 3: 138 
tytlcri (Aplonis, Calomis), 5: 150 

— (Cisticola), 8: 31 

— {Hirundo),J5: 60 ^ 

— (Monarcha, Myiagra), 7: 226 

— • . > V 176 - 


i: 


jiyio, it 4i4y 


ultimus (Scolopax)j 2t 292 
ultra (Athene), 3: 301 
tunbratilis (Rhinomyias), 7: 136 
unchall see tusalia (Columba, Macro- 
pygia) ^ 

undina (Cinclus), 9t 144 
undulata (Muscicapa), 7> 138 

— (Psophia), 2: 191 
tmdulatus (Khyticeros), 4 s 137 
unicolor (Collocalia, Hirundo), 4s 29 

— (CyomU, Muscicapa), 7s 189 


— (Djcacum), 10s 14 

— [H.(etcromorpha), Paradoxomis], 6: 

— (Turdus), 9: 108 
unwini (Caprimulgus), 4s 12 
Vpupa, 4e }24 
Upupidac, 4s 124 

urbica (Dclichon, Hirundo), 5s 74 
Urocissa, 5: 203 
Uroloncha, 10: 105 
Urophlexis, 8: 5 
uropygialis (Garrulax), 7: 8 
Urosphena, 8: 5 
ussurimsis (Falco), 1: 347 

vafer (Gettia, Homochlamys), 8 s 13 
vagabunda (Coracias, Dendrocitta), 5 s 
218 

valida (Drymoica, Prinia), 8: 65 ^ 
validirostris (Pteruthius), 7s 74 
Vanellus, 2 s 205 

vanellus (Tringa, Vanellus), 2s 210 
vantj’nei (Arachnothera), 10:52 

— (Taccocua), 3; 234 i 

vargus (Txos), 6s 107 
variegata (Erolia), 2s 295 
variegatum (Ginclosoma), 7: 23 
variegatus (Garrulax), 7s 23 

— (Numenius, Tantalus), 2s 244 

varius (Cuculus), 3 s 200 / 

(Turdus), 9s 82 ' 
vaurici (Calandrella), 5s 27 v 

— (Parus),9: 171 • 

Vegeta (Pnoepyga), 6s 156 
vcllorei (Perdicula), 2: 48, 338 
velox (Sterna), ‘3; 67 
ventralis (Charadrius), 2: 216 
veredus (Charadrius), 2: 229 
vernalis (Loriculus, Psittacus), 3s 188 
vernayi (Alauda), 5: 48 

— (Cyomis, Muscicapa), 7s 188 , 

• — (Dendrocitta), 5s 221 

— (Leiothrix, Mesia), 7 s 67 

— (Leucocirca, Rhipidura), 7s 215 

• — (Uroloncha), i9s 1 1 1. 
vespertinus see amurensis (Falco) 
vibex (Garrulax), 7s 12 
vicinus (Pycnonotus), 6: 87 
victoriae (Babax), 6s 236 

— (Certhia), 9s 239 

— (Pyrrhula), 10s 199 

— (Siva), 7s 94 
vidali (Halcyon), 4s 95 

— (Perdicula), 2i 48 

Vigoxsi (RuticiUa), 8s 264 ^ ’ 

vigorsii (Aethopyga, Cinnyris), lOs 49 
vinaceus (Carpodacus), 10s 172 
vincens (Dicacum, Prionochilus), T0s8 
vinctura (Actinodura), 7» B8 
vindhiana (Aquila), 1 1 276 
vinipectus (Alcippe, Siva), 7i 115 ' 
virens (Bucco), 4: 146 

— (Megalaima), 4: 147 

— (Phylloscopus), 8: 161 

virescens see mcclellandi (Hypsipetta) 


— (Dicacum), 10: 15 

— (lole), 6s 102 

7: 49 

Virgo (Anthropoides, Ardca), 2: 146 
viridanus (Phylloscopus), 8s 166 
viridcsccns see cacharensis (Hy-psipetes, 
Microscelis) 

viridirostris (Rhopodytcs, 

. Zanclostomus), 3s 233 • 
viridis (Bucco, Mcgalatma), 4s 155 

— (Cochoa), 9s 18 

— (Picus),4s 181 
viridulus (Criniger), 6s 100 
vlscivorus (Turdus), 9s 105 
vittatus see naigianus (Lantus) 

— (Lanius), 5: 85 

vivax (Yuhina), 7; 104 ^ 

vivida see oatesi (Muscicapa, Niltava) 
vividus (Pcricrocotus), 6: 44 

1, /p. r. 


— Is -JUS 

— (Stumus), 5: 166 
vulptnus (Butco, Falco), It 254 

waddelU (Babax), 6s 237 

— (Garrulax), 7s 8 
wagstaffei (Alcippe), 7: 113 

o. ofio 

- » ■ r 


(Phasianus)], 2s 116 

— (Phasianus), 2s 116 

waltoni (Carpodacus, Propasser), 10s 
181 

wangyeli (Gallus), 2s 106 
wardi (Harpactes, Pyrotrogon), 4s 66 
wardii [ T.(mdus), Zoothcra], 9i 83 
svarei (Tephrodomis), 6s 11 
watsoni (Francolinus), 2s 27 
weigoldi (Luscinia), 8s 217 ' 

' — (Phylloscopus), 8s 148 
v/cllsi (Picus), 4: 195 , ^ 
werac 

svester; ' ‘ ' 

IVcstci » ■ 

wetmo ■ , , _ ' 

whistlcri (Cettia, Horcites), 8s 17 

— (Erithacus, Ta^iger), 8s 234 

— (Garrulax), 7s 4 

— (Muscicapa, NiltavaJ, 7s 160 
• — (Nectarinia), 10s 22 

— (Pycnonotus), 6: 80 

(Sciccrcus), 8s 182 ^ 

, s . .. .js • ( n«oo 


willtamsi (^ennaeus, LophuVa), 2i lUl 
wisoni (Catharacia), 3s 19 
wilsonii (Proccllaria), Is 1" 


"oodi (Babax), 6s 236 
— (Brochjptcmus), 4s 199 
'vorccstcri (Anous, Micranou3),3t 72 

^anthimaculatus (Gallus), 2: 109 
Xanthixus, 6s 67 

-'--•t /n.. .1 • 

* • ■ i I 


6s 94 

xantholcuca (Yuhina), 7s 108 
xanthonolus (Indicator), 4: 166 

— (Machlolophus), 9s 189 
xanthoprymna see Hngi (Ocnanthe, 

Saxicola) 

xamhopygacus (Brachylophus), 4s 184 
xanihorh>'nchus (Chalciics, Cuculus), 3 j 
223 

xanthomus [(Coradas), Oriolus], 5s 108 
xanthoschistos (Phyllopneuste, Seicer- 
cus), 8s 185 
Xcnorhynchus, Is 104 
Xenus, 2: 254 
iJ^phirhynchus, 6s 149 
Xipborhampus, 6s 149 
Xiphorhyndius, 6s 149 

yakutensb (Phylloscopus), 8: 135 
yangp/ensis (Vufiina), 7: lO-t 
yatii (Passer), 10s 77 
yeltonicnsis (Alauda), 5: 29 
Yuhina, 7 s 97 
Yungipicus, 4: 213 
yunnanensis see infima (Certhia) 

— see monticolus (Parus) 

— (Anthus), 9s 245 

— (Emberiza), lOs 225 
■yTinnancnsis (Klinla, Siva), 7s 94 
— • (Nucifraga), 5: 235 

— (Passer), 10: 77 
— ■ (Regulus), 8s 199 

— (Suya), 8s 71 


zantholcuca (sic) tErp.(omi5)], 7s 108 
zamdnyi (Acrocephalus), 8s 105 
— (Ammomanes), 5s 13 
zeybnica (Megalaima), 4t 152 
Zcylanicus (Bucco), 4s 152 

— 1ft. a 


Fringilla) 

— ' (Certhia, Neciannia), 10: 24 

— (Motacii/a), 6s 53 
zcylonlcum (Piprisoma), 10s 4 
zeylonicus (Axnauromis), 2t 265 
ziaratensis (lanthocmcla), 7t 44 

— (Parus), 9s 165 
zonorhyncha (Anas), Is 159 
Zoothera, 9s 82 
Zosteropidae, 10 s 56 
Zosterops, 10s 56 
zugmaycri (Corvus), 5: 243 



CONSOLIDATED INDEX: ENGLISH NAMES 


Accentor, Alt^ 9: 148 
— , Eastern Alpme, 9: 147 
— , — Kufousbreasted, 9: 154 
— f Garhwal Alpine, 9: 146 
^iaroonbacked, 9: 160 
— ,Raddc*s,9:157 
— Robin, 9: 150 
, Siberi^ 9: 160 
— , Tibet Brown, 9s 156 
Turkestan Alpine, 9 s 145 
— f — Blacktbroated, 9s 158 
— f — Brown, 9: 155 
— Ural Blacktbroated, 9: 159 
— , Western Rufousbreasted, 9s 152 
Accentors or * Hedge Sparrows *, 9s 145 
Adjutant, Lesser or Hsurcrcsted, Is 107 
— StoA,lsl05 ‘ 

Avadavat or Red Munia, lOs 101 
Avocct, 2s 332 

Avoect^andpiper see Sandpiper 
Avocets, Stilts, Ibisbill, 2: 328 

Babax, Ghinese, 6: 236 
— , Giant, 6; 237 
Babbler, Abbott*s, 6s 127 
— Afghan, 6s 214 
— , A^ro Blacktbroated, 6s 176 
— , — Brown, 65 125 
— , — Coralbilled Scimitar, 6s 146 1 

— , — Goldcnbrc^ted "Ht-, 7s 1 1 1 
— Quaker, 7s 124 
— > — Redfronted, 6s 169 
— , — Redtbroated Tit-, 7s 120 
— , — Rustycheeked Scimitar, 6s 143 
— , — Slenderbilled Scimitar, 68 151 
— > — Spotted, 6s 119 
— , — ^Vbitcb^owcd Tit-, 7s 116 
— > Austen’s Small ^V^cn-, 6: 154 
— t — Spotted, 68 177 
— t Bearded Tit-, or Rcedling, 68 195 
— > Bengal Jimgle, 61 230 
— Blackchirmed, 6s 171 
— Blackbeaded, 65 183 
— Blacktbroated, 6s 174 
— j Bombay Jungle, 6s 228 
— , — Quaker, 7s 122 
— > Browncapped, 6: 122 
— , Brown Wren-, 68 158 
— , Cachar Rufousncckcd Sdmilar, 6; 
140 

Ceylon Dry- Zone Blackbeaded, 6: 
184 

— , — Rufous, $s 231 
— , — Wet Zone Blackheaded, 6: 185 
— I — Wbltebcaded, 6: 234 
— > — ^Vhitetb^oated, 6; 182 
Babbler, Cc>’lonYcUow-e)*ed, 6s 192 
Chestnutfronted Shrike-, 7: 80 
— , Chestnut-beaded Tit-, 7s 1 13 
— , Chestnut-throated Shrike-, 7 s 79 
— , Chin Hills Goldenhcaded, 6s 173 
— Green Shrike-, 7 s 78 
— Longtailed Wren-, 6s 164 
Quaker, 7s 127 
Common, 6s 215 

— , — Cc)ion Scimitar, 6s 136 < 

— , Deccan Scimitar, 6s 134 
— , Dusky Browncapped, 65 124 
— » — Green or YcUowthroated Tit-, 
7:112 

— t East Himala^'an Slatyheadcd 
Scimitar, 6s I3I 
, Eastern Green Shrike-, 7s 77 
— t — Scalybreasted Wren-, 6; 156 
— ^NTiitcbrowcd Tit-, 7s 116 
— t Gmni's Wren-, 6; 155 

HiinaJa\’an Brownheaded Tit-, 7s 
117 

— — Goldenbreastcd Tit-, 7s 1 10 
— , — Redthroated Tit-, 7s 1 19 
Hume’s, 6s 194 
Kerala Blackhcaded, 6s 183 
— t — Rufous, 6 s 223 
■“» — * Scimitar, 6s 133 
— » — ■ Sfwttcd, 6s 119 
— > Lakhimpur Slatyheadcd Scimitar, 

6s 133 : 

— Spotted, 6s 120 
— , Large Grc>', 6; 220 
— , — Scimitar, 6s 144 
— , Longbilled Wren-, 6: 151 
— » Longtailed Wren-, 6; 162 
— , Malabar Jungle, 6s 228 
t hlandelli’s or Sikkim Spotted, 6s 116 
, Manipur Brownheaded Tit-, 7; 1 18 
» — Longbilied Scimitar, 6s 148 
— i — Spotted, 6:121 
» Manh Spoiled, 6; 121 
, Mishmi Blacktliroalcd, 6s 176 
— I — ■ Bro>%n, 6s 126 

> — •Longbilied Scimitar, 6s 147 
— Quaker, 7; 126 

» — -Slatyheadcd Scimitar, 6s 132 
— Spotted, 6s 120 
— , — JVren-, 6s 161 

> Mizo Coralbilled Scimitar, 6s 147 

> Blount Abu Scimitar, 6s 133 

» — WTiitcthroated, 6s 178 

, Nagaland Blacktbroated, 6: 177 
, Nepal Goldenhcaded, 6s 172 
— , — Quaker, 7: 125 
— t — Rufousneeked Scimitar, 6s 138 
Babbler, Nepal ^S-hitebrowed Tt-, 7s 1 15 
— , Nilgiri Quaker, 7s 123 
— i Orissa Jungle, 6: 229 
Bale Browncapped, 68 123 
— > Bcainsular Jungle, 6: 226 
Spotted, 6s 117 
Redcapped, 6s 187 
* — , Redheaded, 6s 170 


— , Redwinged Shrike-, 7s 74 
— , Rufous, 6s 222 
— f Rufombellied, 6s 181 
— Shrike-, 7: 73 
— , Rufomheaded Tit-, 7s 121 
— f Sikkim Coralbilled Simitar, 6s 145 
— — Rufousncckcd Sciimtar, Ss 139 
— f — Rustychccked Scunitar, 6s 143 
— f Sind, 68 192 
— , — Jungle, 6s 224 
— j Slenderbilled, 6: 219 
— , — Sciimtar, 6s 149 
— , Southern C^lon Sdmitar, 6s 137 
— , Spiny, 6s 234 ' 

— , Sperttrf LongtaBed Wren-, 6: 165 
— > — -'Short-tailed Wren-, 6; 166 
— , Streaked LongtaUed Wren-, 6s 163 
— , — \Vrcn-, 6s 153 
— , Streakthroated Tit-, 7s 118 
— f Striated, 6s 218 
— , Tailed Wren-, 68 160 
— , Tanul Nadu Scimitar, 6s 136 
— , lickeU’^ 6s 126 

— , ^Vest Himala^-an Rustychccked Set- 

nutar, 6: 141 

— , Slatyheadcd Scimitar, 6: 130 

— f Western Green Shrike-, 7s 76 
— , — Scalybreasted Wren-, 6s 156 
— > — Spotted, 6$ 115 
— , — Striated, 6s 2l7 
— f — \Vhitcbrowcd Tit-, 7s 1 14 
— , — YcUow-cj'cd, 6s 189 
— ,^Vhiteheaded, 6s232 ' 

— Shrike-, 7s 81 
— Whitethroated, 6s 179 
— y VcUowbrcasted, 6s 185 
— , YcUow-e^'cd, 6 s 190 
Babblers, 6s 114, 7: 1 
Barbct, Blucthroaied,4: 158 
— , Crimsonbreasied, or Coppersmith, 4: 

163 

— , Crimsonthroated, 4; 161 
— , Goldenthroatcd, 4: 157 
— , Great, 4: 147 
— , Indian Blue-eared, 4: 160 
— , Large Green, 4; 150 
— , Uncaied,4: 153 
— , Small Green, 4; 1 55 
— , S’cllovsfronted 4: 157 
Barbcts,-4: 146 
Barwing, Assam, 7 s 85 
— Eastern Hoar>', 7s 88 
— , Himalafj'an, 7: 83 

, Manipur, 7 s 89 
— , Mishmi, 7s 84 
— , Mizo, 7s 85 
— , NEFA, 7 s 88 
— , Nepal Hoar^', 7 s 86 
Ba>*a, Eastern, lOs 93 
— , — Finn’s, 10 s 96 
Finn’s, 10 s 90 
— , Indian, 10s 88 
— , Travancorc, 10 s 92 
Ba>'as, 10s 87 

Bara, Andaman Blackcrcstcd, Is 221, 

370 

^ Bl>’th’s, or Northern Brown 

Lizard Hawk, 1; 215 
— , Burmese Blackcrcsled, or Lizard 
Haivk, 1 s 220 

Indian Blackcrested, or Lizard 

Hawk, 1:218 

^ Legge’s, or Southern Brown Lizard 

Hawk, 1:216 

Bec-caicr, Blucbearded, 4: 112 
— , Blucchecked, 4: 104 
— , Bluctailed, 4; 105 

^ Chestnutheaded, 4 s 99 

— European, 4: 102 
Small Green, 4:108 
Bec-caters, 4; 98 
Bittern, Is 89 
— , Black, Is 88 
— Chestnut, I ; 84 
— , Little, Is 83 
— , Malay or Tiger, X: 80 
— ■, Nicobar Tgcr, I s 82 
— , Yellow, 1: 86 
Bitterns, Herons, Egrets, Is 49 
Blackbird, Blackcapped, 9: li7 
— , Bourdillon’s, Ss 120 
— , Ceylon, 9: 121 
— , Eastern Ghats, 9: 119 
— , Gre>'>vingcd, 9: 1 12 
— , Nilgiri, S: 1 19 
— , Txlwtan, 9? 116 
— , Turkestan, 9: 115 
— , \MiitecoUared. 9s 110 
Bluebird, Fair^', 6; 63 
BlueJa>*s, 4; 113 ^ 

Blucthroat, Central Asian, o; 221 
— , J-a dakh , 8* 220 

— , Northern, 8; 217 
Blucthroat, Turkestan, 8; 218 


oby, Brown, 1: 34 
, ^tasked, Is 32 
, Redfooted, Ir 33 
•obies, 1:31 

ainfever Bird or Common Hawk- 
Cuckoo, 3; 200 

ambling, 10: 122 
•oadbill . Co! Linrd. 4: 24 / 

•, L.ongtailrd,4j 248 

oadbiOs, 4: 246 __ 

ilbul, Andaman Blackheaded, 6 s W 

— Red whiskered, 6 s 80 
•, Assam Black, 6 s 114 

— Redwhiskered, 6 s 80 
•, Bengal Redvented, 6^90 
. — Rcdwluskcrcd, 65 79 


— , Blackcapped Ydlow, 6 s 74 
— , Blackcrested Yellcrw, 6; 72 
— > Blackheaded, 6s 68 
— ,Bl>nh’s, 6s 96 
— > Browneared, 6s 108 , 

— , Burmese Rrfvcatcd, 6; 91 
— > Central Indian Redvented, 6s 86 
-~,Cc>4on Black, 6 s 113 
— , — Redvented, 6 s 89 
— , — Whitebrowed, 6 s 99 
— ,— YcUowbrowed, 6s 106 
~,Fmchbilled,6s66 • 

— y Grc>*headcd, 6: 70 
— , Himalayan Black, 6s 110 
— , Hume’s ^Vhite-C3^cd, 6; 83 
— , Kumaon Redwhiskered, 6s 75 
— , Mishmi Striated Green, 6s 94 
— , Nicobar, 6: 103 
— , North Sah^ndri YcUowbrow'ed, 6s 
104 

— , OlK-e, 6s 102 
— > Orissa Red\’en ted, 6 s 90 
— , Punjab Redvented, 6 s 85 
— , Rajasthan Redwhiskered, 6s 76 
— y Redvented, 6s 87 
— , Rubythroated Yellow, 6; 73 
— Rufombellied, 6s 107 
— , Shrike-, or Gre>' H>’pocolms, 5; 268 
— , South Indian Black, 6s 112 
— , Southern Redwhiskered, 6s 77 
— y Striated Green, 6 s 92 
Whitebrowed, 6s 98 
— , IS'hitcchceked, 6s 83 
— , White-cared, 6:81 
— Whilethroated, 6: 100 
— > YcUowbrow’cd, 6s 105 
— , Ycllow-carcd, 6s 95 
YcUowthroated, 6s 94' 

Bulbuls, 6: 65 
BuUiin^, Bca\'an’s, 10s 199 
— , Chinese Brown, 10 s 199 
— , Nepal Brown, 10: 197 
— , Orange, 10 s 202 
Bullfinch, Redheaded, 10: 201 
-r-. Trumpeter, 10: 155 
Bunting, Aihur Grc>'headed, 10s 227 
Blackfaced, 10:215 
— , Blackhead^, 10: 207 
— , Central Asian Reed, 10s 230 
, Chestnut, 10s 211 
— , Com, 10s 205 
Crested, 10:232 
— , Grrynecked, 10: 219 
— ,Hunala>'an Rock, 10: 223 
— , Indian Gre>’headed, 10: 225 
— ,UtUc, 10:228 
Ortolan, 10:219 
— , Pine, lOs.206 
— , Redheaded, 10: 209 
— , Striolated, 10: 229 
— , Thickbilled Reed, 10: 232 
— , Tibetan Rock, 10: 224 
— , Transcaspian Rock, 10: 222 
, AVhitccappcd, 10: 216 
— , VcUowbreasr^, 10:2)3 
Yunnan Rock, 10: 225 
Bush Quail see Quail 

— Robin -ICC Robin 

— IVarblcr see IVarbJer 
Bustard, Eastern Little, 2: 1B7 
— , Great, 2: 186 

— , — Indian, 2; 188 
— , Houbara, 2; J91 
Bustard-Quail see Quail 
Bustards, 2: 185 

* Butdicr Birds ’ or Shrikes, 5; 78 
Button Quail see Quail 
Buzzard, Is 255 
— , Crested Honey, Is 222 
— , Desert, Is 254 
— , Longlegged, Is 252 
— , Siberian Hone>’, 1: 221 
— , Upland, 1: 253 
Buzzaid-Eagle see Eagle 

Chafiineb, 10: J2J 
Chat, Barnes’s, 9: 48 
— , Brown Rock, 9 s 20 
— , Burmese Pied Bush, 9 : 34 
— , Ccy’lon Pied- Bush, 9s 35 
— , Dark-grey Bush, 9: 37 
— y East Siberian Collared Bush, 9 s 29 
— , Hodgson’s Bush, 9: 24 
— , Hooded, 9: 52 
— , Hume’s, 9:53 - 
— Indian Blue, 8: 226 
— . — Collared Bush, 9 s 28 
— , Isabclline. 9; 40 
Japanese Blue, 8s 233 
— , Jerdon’s Bush, 9; 36 
— Nilgiri Pied Bush, 9 s 34 
— . Northern Pied Bush, 9s 32 
Pied, 9: 50 

Chat, Pleschanka’s, 9: 55 
— , Redtailed, 9: 42 

— , Ri%’cr,or\V'hitccappcdRedstart,9s57 
— Rufous, or Grcs'backed IVarblcr, 8 s 
210 

— y Siberian Blue, 8: 229 

— , StoUezka’s Bush, 9; 23 

— i Tibetan Collared Bush, 9: 27 

— , West Siberian Collared Bush, 9:26 

— , "WTuietancd Bush, 9 s 30 

Chats, 8:203,9: 1 

Chi ff chaff. Brown, 8: 137 

— , European, 8: 136 

— , Sind, 8: 138 

Chloropsis, Cc^’Ion Goldfronted, 6s 58 
— , Goldman tied, 6s 62 
— Jerdon’s, 6: W 


— , Northern Goldfronted, 6s 55 
— , OrangcbcUied, 6s 59 
— , Southern Goldfronted, 6 s 57 
Chough, East Himalayan RedbtUed, 5: 
241 ' 

— y Himalaj'an YcllowbUled or Alpine, 
5s 236 

— , Hume's Ground, 5 s 229 

— y West Himala ^-an RedbiUcd, 5: 239 

Chukor, Northern, 2s 18 

— Partridge, 2s 18 

— , Persian, 2s 17 

Gi^oa, Green, 9s 18 

— , Purple, 9s 16 

Coot, 2s 180 

Coot^ RaHs, 2: 148 

Coppersnuth or Grimsoabreasted Barbct, 
4: 163 

Gormonint, Large, Is 37 
— , Little, Is 41 
— y P>*gmy, Is 42 
Cormorants and Darters, 1: 35. 
Corncrake or Landrail, 2: 156 
Coucal or Common Crow'-Pheasant, 3: 
240 

— > Ceylon, 3 s 245 
— i Lesser, 3s 246 

Courser, Crcamcolouicd or Desert, 3:8 
— y Indian, 3s 9 

— jerdon's or Doublebanded, 3s 11 
Coursers (Courier Plo\'cr8), Pratincoles, 
3s 7 

Crake, Andaman Banded, 2: 157 
— , Bro%vn, 2s 167 
— y Eastern Baillon’s, 2s 160 
— Elwes’s, 2s 166 , 

— , Indian or Slatylegged Banded, 2s 155 
—.Little, 2: 159 

— , Malayan or Redlegged Banded, 2: 
154 

— , Northern Ruddy, 2s 164 
— y Southern Ruddy, 2s 165 
— , Spotted, 2: 162 
Crane, Blackneck^, 2: 139 
— , Burmese Sams, 2: 144 
— , Demoiselle, 2 s 146 
— , Eastern Common, 2: 136 
— , Hooded, 2: 140 
— Indian Sams, 2 s 14 1 
— , Siberian or Great UTsitc, 2s 144 
Cranes, 2: 135 

Creeper, Himala^’an Tree, 9s 237 
— , Indian Spoltra Grey, 9s 229 
— , Kashmir Tree, 9s 232 
— , Mandelii’s Tree, 9s 233 ' * 

— , Manipur Tree, 9s 239 

— , Nepal Tree, 9s 240 

f—y Rajasthan Spotted Grc)*, 9; 229 

— , SU^m Tree, 9: 238 

— , Tibetan Tree, 9s 234 

— y Turkestan Tre^ 9s 236 

— , IVall, 9: 226 

ot Himala)'an Tree, 9: 234 
— Nepal Tree, 9: 237 
Creepers and Nuthatches, 9 s 207 
— , Spotted, 9: 229 
— , Tree, 9; 231 
— , WaU, 9; 226 
Crossbill, 10s 190 
I Crow, C^'lon House, 5s 246 
— > Eastern Carrion, 5 s 259 
— y — Hooded, 5 s 260 
— y — Jungle, 5 : 254 
— , Hinaala>’an Jungle, 5: 252 
— , Indian House, 5 s 244 
— , — Jungle, 5s 256 
— , King, or Ceylon Black Drongo, 5: 

118 

— , — , or North Indian Black Drongo, 

5: 114 

— , — , or South Indian Black Drongo, 

5s 117 

— , Maldivc Home, 5s 247 
— y Sind House, 5 s 243 
— , Tibetan Jungle, 5s 256 
Crow-Pheasant, Andaman, 3; 244 
— y Common, or Coucal, 3 s 240 
— , East Pakistan, 3 s 242 
— , Southern, 3 s 243 
Crows, Magpies, Ja>-s, etc-, 5s 1S8 
Cuckoo, 3: 208 
— , Asiatic, 3: 207 
— , Ce>lon Baybanded, 3s 217 
— y — Drongo-, 3 s 226 
— Hawk..3:202 
— , — Pied Ch^ted, 3s 197 
— , Common Hawk-, or Brainfever BinL 
3:200 

— , Eastern Sirkeer, 3s 236 
Emerald, 3 s 221 
— , Hlmalaj'an, 3; 21 1 
— , Hodgson’s Hawk-, 3 s 203 
— . Horsfield’s, 3: 213,319 
— , Indian, 3s 204 
Cuckoo, Indian Baybanded, 3:215 
— , — Drongo-, 3s 224 
— , — Plaintive, 3:218 
— , Khasi Hills, 3: 210 
Large Hawk-, 3s 198 
— , Pied Crested, 3s 194 
— , Redwinged Oested, 3: 192 
— , RufousWlied or Burmese Plaintive, 
3:220 

—, Small, 3s 213 
— , Southern Sirkeer, 3 s 237 
— , Violet, 3 s 223 
— , iV’cstem Sirkeer, 3 : 234 
Cuckoo-Dove set Dove 
Cuckoos, 3: 191 
Cuckoo-Shrike see Shrike 
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Cudcoo-Shrikes and Minivetjr. 6: 1 
Curlew, 2: 245 
' — Eastern, 2* 246 
— t Indian Stone, 3: 2 
— , Persian Stone, 3: 1 
Curlews, Sandpipers, Snipe, Woodcock, 
2» 241 

— , Stone, 3: 1 

Cwlcw-Sandpipcr set Sandpiper 
Cushat, or Eastern Wood Pigeon, 3i 
129 

Cutia, Nepal, 7: 71 

Dabchiclc or Little Grebe, Is 6 
D^er or Snake-bird, 1; 43 , 

Dipper, East Himalayan-Brown, 9s 144 
— , Eastern Whitebreasted, 9s 141 
— , West Himalayan Brown, 9s 142 
— , WhitebcUied, 9s 139 
— j Whitebreasted, 9s 140 
Dippers, 9s 138 ““ 

Diver, Blackttooated, Is I 
^ — , Redthroated, 1 s 2 
Divers, Loons, Is 1 
Dove, Andaman Cuckoo-, 3s 140 
— f- — Emerald, 3 s 160 
— , Bartailed Cuckoo-, 3s 138 
— , Burmese Red Turtle-, 3: 151 
— , — Spotted, 3s 154 
— , Ceylon Emerald, 3s 159 
— — Spotted, 3 s 1 53 
— Rufous Turtle-, 3: 145 
— , Indian Emerald, 3s 157 
— , — Little Brown or Senegal, 3s 155 
— , — Red Turtle-, 3s 149 
— , — Rmg,3s 147 
— , — ■' Spotted, 3s 152 
— , NEFA Spotted, 3s 155 
— , Nicobar Cuckoo-, 3; 139 
— , Nicobar, Emerald, 3: 161,318 
— , Peninsular Turtle-, 3s 146 
— Persian Turtle-, 3s 141 
— , Rufous Turtle-, 3s 142 
— , Western Turtle-, 3s 143 
Doves, Pigeons, 3 s 93 
Dowitcher, Asian, or Snipebillcd God- 
wit, 2s 276 

Drongo, Andaman Racket-tailed, 5s 142 
— , Assam Grey, 5s 121 
— Bronzed, 5s 126 

— , Ceylon Black, or King Crow, 5s 1 18 
— , — Crested Black, 5 s 140 
— , — ‘Large Racket-tailed, 5s 140 
, — WhitebcUied, 5s 123 
, — Whitevented, 5s 124 
— , Crowbillcd, 5: 125 
— , Haircrested or Spangled, 5s 131 
— , Indian Grey, 5s 119 
— , — WhitcbelUed, 5s 122 
— Large Andaman, 5s 134 
— , Lesser Racket-tailed, 5: 128 
— Nicobar Racket-tailed, 5s 142 
, North Indian Black, or King Crow, 
5s 114 

, Northern Large Racket-tailed, 5s 

136 

— , Small Andaman, 5s 134- 
— , South Indian Black, or King Crow, 
5:117 

— , Southern Large Racket-tailed, 5s 

137 

— Whitechecked Grey, 5s 121 
Drongo-Cuckoo see Cuckoo 
Drongos, 5s 113 

Duck, Brahminy, or Ruddy Shelduck, 

Is 141 

— , Burmese Spotbill, Is 159 
— , Comb, or Nakta, Is 192 
— , Eastern Grey, Is 159 
— , Ferruginous, or White-eyed Pochard, 
Is 182 

, Goldeneye, Is 198 
, Longtail, or Old Squaw, Is 196 
, Mandarin, Is 189 
, Pinkheaded, 1: 175 
, Scaup, Is 187 
.Spotbill, Is 157 

, Tree, or Lesser Whistling Teal, 1 : 

138 

. Tufted, Is 185 

, Whiteheaded Stifftailed, Is 208 
, Whitewinged Wood, 1 s 1 94 
teks, Is 122 
inlin, 2 s 308 

glc, Andaman Pale Serpent, Is 333 
, Andaman Dark Serpent, 1: 335,371 
, Andamans Crested Hawk-, is ^bb 
.Black, It 283 

, Bonelli’s or Slender Hawk-, Is 266 
, Booted Hawk-, Is 268 
, Burmese Crested Serpent, Is 333 
. Ceylon Crested Serpent, 1: 332 
, — Greyheaded Fishing, Is 294 
. Changeable Hawk-, Is 261 
igic. Crested Serpent, Is 329 
, Extern Steppe, Is 278 
, Great Nicobar Crested Serpent, Is 
335 

, Greater Spotted, Is 279 
, Greyheaded Fishing, 1 s 292 
Hinlalayan Golden, Is 273 
, — Greyheaded Fishing, Is 294 
, Hodgson’s or Fcalhcrtoed Hawk-, 

Is 259 

, Imperial, Is 274 
, Indian Crested Hawk-, Is 262 
, Legge’s or Ceylon Feathertoed 
Hawk-, 1*260 

, Lesser or Peninsular Crested 
Serpent, Is 331 
^Spotted, 1*281 
. Nicobar Crested Serpent, 1: 334 
. Ringtailed or Pallas’s Fishing, Is 
.* RufousbeUied Hawk-, Is 270 

\ Short-toed, Is 327 

— .Tawny, Is 276 
— , Whitebellied Sea, Is 287 

— White-eyed Buzzard-, Is 257 
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— , Whitetailed Sea, jl s 28fa 
Eagle-Owl see Owl 
Egret, Cattle, Is 66 
— , Eastern Large, Is 69 
— , Large, or Great White Heron, Is 68 
Little, Is 72 

— , SmaUer or Median, 1:71 
Egrets, Herons, Bitterns, 49 

Falcon, Eastern Peregrine, Is 347 
— , — Rcdleggcd, 1: 361 
— , Laggar, Is 344 

— , Pied Pigmy, or Whitclegged Falco- 
net, Is 340 

— > Redcapped or Barbary, Is 349 
— , Saker or Cherrug, 1: 342 
— , Shaheen, Is 350 
— , Shanghar, Is 344 
Sooty, Is 356 

Falconet, Himalayan Redbreasted, Is 
338 

— , Whitcleggcd, or Pied Pigmy Falcon. 

Is 340 e. / * 

Falcons, Is 338 
Fantail Warbler see Warbler 
Fieldfare, 9s 131 
Finch, Blanford’s Snow, 10s 85 
— , Brandt’s Mountain, 10: 15! 

— , Crimsonwinged Desert, 10s 159 
Eastern Plaincoloured Mountain, 10s 
150 

— , Goldfronted, 10: 146 
— , Goldheaded Black, 10: 195 
— , Himalayan Mountain, 10s 153 
, Kun Lun Mountain, 10 1 154 
— j Lichtenstein’s Desert, 10s 158 
Finch, Mandclli’s Snow, 10s 84 
— > Mongolian Desert, lOs 156 
— , Pallas's Snow, 10s 83 
— , Pamirs Mountain, 10s 152 
— , Pire David’s Snow, 10: 86 
— , Redbrowed, 10s 145 , 

— , Rednecked Snow, 10 s 85 
— i Scarlet, lOs 194 
— , Tibet Snow, 10s 83 
— , Western Plaincoloured Mountain, 
10: 148 

Finch-Lark see Lark 
Finfoot, Masked, 2s 184 
Finfoots, 2s 183 
Firethroat, 8s 228 
Flamingo, 1:118 
— , Lesser, Is 121 
Florican, Bengal, 2: 194 
— , Lcckh or Lesser, 2 s 196 . 
Flowcrpecker, Andaman, lOs 15‘ 

— , Ceylon Small, 10s 12 
— , — Thickbilled, 10 s 4 
— , Firebreasted, 10s 17 
Indian ThickblUcd, 10 s 2 
— , Legge’s, 10s 8 
Nilgiri, lOs 14 
— , Orangebellied, 10: 9 
— , Plaincoloured, 10s 13 
— , Scarletbacked, 10s 15 
— ,Tickcll’s, 10s 10 
— , VdJowbellfcd, 10 : 6 
— , YcUowventcd, 10 s 5 
Flowcrpcckers, lOs 1 
Flycatcher, Andaman Blacknaped Mon- 
arch, 7s 226 

— , Assam Whltegorgetcd, 7s 162 
— , Black-and-Orange, 7s 175 
— , Blucthroated, 7s 190 
— , Brown, 7s 145 
— , Brownbreasted, 7s 148 
— , Car Nicobar Blacknaped Monarch, 
.7s 227 

— , Ceylon Blacknaped Monarch, 7s 
226 

i , — Paradise, 7s 22l 
— , — TickeU’s, 7s 196 
— , Dandakaranya IVhitcspottcd Fan- 
tail, 7s 215 

— , Dusky Blue, 7s 196 . 

— , East Himalayan Paradise, 7s 221 
— f Eastern Brooks’s, 7s 188 
— , — Little Pied, 7s 167 
— , — ■Redbreasted, 7; 156 
— , — Slaty Blue, 7s 172 
— , — Whitebrowed Fantail, 7s 210 
— , — Whitethroated Fantail, 7s 213 
— , Ferruginous, 7f 152 

Himalayan IVhitegorgcted, 7s 161 
— , Indian Blacknaped Monarch, 7s 223 
• — , Kashmir Redbreasted, 7s 157 
Flycatcher, Kashmir Sooty, 7s 142 
— Largcbilled Blue, 7s 192 
— Little Bluc-and-lVhite, 7; 169 

^ Manipur Slaty Blue, 7s 172 

— , NEFA Whitethroated Fantail, 7s 2 13 
— , Nepal Sooty, 7s 144 

, Nicobar Blacknaped Monarch, 7s 

227 

— , — Paradise, 7s 222 
— , Nilgiri Verditer, 7s 199 

Northern Greyheaded, 7s 202 

Whitebrowed Fantail, 7s 207 

— , Olive, 7: 137 
— , Orangcgofgeted, 7s 159 

^ Orissa WTiiteihroatcd Fantail, 

7s 214 

— , Pale Blue, 7; 189 
— , Peninsular Broola’s, 7s 188 

— — Indian Paradise, 7s 218 
— , Pied, 7s 154 

— Pygmy Blue, 7s 201 

— , RufousbeUied Blue, 7s 182 
— ^ Rufousbreasted Blue, 7s 163 
— , Rufoustallcd, 7 s 150 

^ Rustybreasted Blue, 7* 164 

— , Sapphirehcadrd, 7s 173 
— , Spotted, 7* 140 

Southmi Greyhradcd, 7: 

WTiitebrowcd Fantail, 7s 2Uy 

' TickcII’s Redbreasted Blue, 7s 193 

VcrdiICT,7: 198 i. otc 

West Hiinib>-»n Paradise, 7: 

Western Brooks’s, 7: 186 


— . — LitUcPlcd, 7i IG6 
— — Redbreast^ 7: 154 
— Slaty Blue, 7s 170. 

— Whitethroated Fantail, 7s 211 
— , WhitebcUied Blue, 7: 184 
— , ^Vhitcbfowed Blue, 7s 168 
— » ^Vhitespotted Fantail, 7s 214 
— , ^VhitetailetPBlue, 7s 183 
— , Ycliowbcllicd Fantail, 7s 206 
Flycatcher-Shrike see Shrike 
Flycatchers, 7s 135 
— , Monarch, 7s 216 
— , Shrikebilled, or Thickheads, 7; 228 
Flycatcher-^Va^bler see Warbler 
Forktail, Blackbacked, 9; 9 
— , Eastern Spotted, 9: 15 
— 3 Leschenault’s, 9s 12 
— , Little, 9s 7 
— 3 Slatybacked, 9s 10 
— 3 Western Spotted, 9s 13 
Fr^colin, Burmese, 2s 29 
Frigate Bird, Christmas Island, I s 47 

Least, 1: 49 

— Lesser, Is 47 
Frigate Birds, or Man-of-War Hau'ks, 
ls46 

Ffogmouth. Cevlon, 4: 1 ' 

Frogmouth, Hodgson’s, 4 s 3 
Ffogmouths, 4 s 1 

Gadwall, Is 163 
Geese, Is 122 
Goatsuckers, 4t 4 
Godwit, Bariailed, 2s 252 
— 3 Blacktailcd, 2: 249 
— , Eastern Blacktailcd, 2: 251 
— Snipcbilled, or Asian Dowitcher, 2s 
276 

Goldcrcst, Himalayan, 8s 197 
—3 Sikkim, Bs 198 
— Turkestan, 8s 196 
— , Yunnan, 8s 199 
Goldfinch, Central Asian, 10s 134 
— 3 Greyheaded, JO: 135 
— , Siberian, 10 s 133 
Goldfinches and Allies, lOs 122 
Goosander or Common Merganser, 1 s 203 
Goose, Barheaded, Is 131 
— 3 Eastern Greylag, 1 s 1 29 
— , Forest Bean, 1 1 125 
— , Lesser Snow or Blue, It 133 
— , — . Whitcfrontcd or Dwarf, Is 128 
— , Pinkfooted, Is 126 
— Redbreasted, 1: 124 
— 3 Sushkin’s, Is 125 
— Tundra Bean, 1: 125 
— Whitefronted, Is 126 
Goshawk, Ceylon Crested, 1 s 242 
— 3 Eastern, Is 233 
— , Horsfield’s or Chinese, 1 s 239 
— > North Indian Crested, 1: 240 
South Indian Crested, Is 242 
Grandala, 9s 4 
Grass Warbler see ^Va^bler 
Grasshopper Warbler see Warbler 
Grebe, Blacknecked, 5 
— 3 Great Crested^ 1:3 
— 3 Little, or Dabchick, 1 1 6 
— , Rednecked, Is 5, 369 s 
Grebes, Is 2 

Greenfinch, Himalayan, 10: 136 
— , Mt Victoria, 10: 139 
,Tibctan,.10s J38 
Grcemhank, 2 s 261 
— , Little, or Marsh Sandpiper, 2: 259 
— , Spotted, or Armstrong’s Sandpiper, 
2s 268 

Grosbeak, Allied, 10; 126 
— , BJack-and-YcHoir, 20: 124 
—, Himalayan Whitewinged, lOs 129 
— , Persian \\'hitcwinged, 10: 128 
— , Scarlet, or Common Rosefinch, 20: 
166 

— , Spoticdwinged, 10: 130 
Ground Thrush see Thrush 
— Warbler see IVarbler 
Crouse, Pheasant-, 2s 16 
Cull, Blackhcaded, 3: 33 
— , Brownheaded, 3:31 
— , Great Blackbacked, Ss 29,317 
— , Greater Blackbacked, 5: 38 
— , Lesser Blackbacked, 3s 28 
— , Little, 3: 37 
‘ — , Pinkleggcd Herring, 3: 27 
— , Slcndcrbillcd, 3s 35 
— .Sooty, 3 s 24 

— , Yellowlcgged Hcning, 3: 26 
Gulb, Terns, 3s 22 

Harrier, Eastern Marsh or Striped, X* 

326 

— , Hen, Is 317 
— , Marsh, 1 * 324 
— , Montagu’s, 1; 321 
Pale, 1:319 
Pied, 1:323 
Hawfinch, 10s 123 

Hawk, Asiatic Sparrow-, 1* 243 
— , East Himalayan Besra. Is 247 
— , Eastern Sparrow-, 1: 250 
— , Indian Sparrow-, Is 245 
— , Lizard, or Burmese Blackcrcsled 
Baza 1 : 220 

or Indian BlaclcrcsJed Baza, Is 

— , Northern Brown Lizard, or Dl>'ih’s 
Baza, 1:215 

— , Southern Bewa Sparrow-, 1 s 249 
— , — Brown Lizard, or Legge’s Baza, 

— , West HImalaj'an Bora, 1 : 24o 
Hawk-Cuckoo see Brainfever Bird; also 
Cuckoo 

Hawk-Eagle see Eagle 

Hawk-Owl see Owl 

Hawks, Vultures, 1: 210 

Hawb, Man-of-War, or Frigate Buds, 

H^n. Andaman Little Green, 1: 61 


— , Chinese Pond, Is 65 
’ — , Darker Maldivian Green, It 62 
— , Eastern Grey, Is 55 
— , — Purple, Is 57 
— , — Reef, ls77 
—, European Grey', Is 5 i 
—.Giant, 1:53 

— Great White, or Large Egret, Is 63 
— ^VhjtcbeIJied, 1:53 
— , Indian Pond, or Paddybird, 1: 63 
— ,-;Rccf, 1: 74 
— , Little Green, Is 59 
— Maldivian Pond, li 65 
— , Night, 1: 78 

Paler Maldivian Green. Is 62 

— , Wr«trm Purple, 1: 59. 369 
Herons, Egitlr. Bitterns, 1: 49 
HiU Warbler see Warbler 
Hobby, 1:352 
Hobby, Burmese, 1: 356 
— , Central Asian, 1 : 353 
— , Indian, Is 355 
Hone^gindc,4; 165 
Hone>’guidcs, 4: 165 
Hoopoc,4: 121 
Hoopoes, 4s 124 

HornbiU, Assam Wreathed, 4: 137 
— .Great Pled. 4: M3 
— , Grey, 4: 130 
— , Indian Pied, 4: HO 
— , Lesser Pied, 4? 142 
— , Malabar Gre>, 4: 131 
— , Narcondam.'i: 139 
— , Rufousnecked, 4: 135 
— , Whitethroated Brown, 4s 131 

• Hornbills, 4; 129 

Hypocolius, Grey, or Shrikc-Bulbul, 5: 

j 268 

Ibis, Glossy, 1: 1 14 , , 

— , Indian Black, Is 1 12 

—.White, Is 110 

Ibisbill,2s 334 

Ibises, 1: 109 

lora, Central Indian, 6; 50 
— , Ceylon, 6s 53 
— , Common, 6s 49 
— , Marshall’s, 6s 53 
— , Northwestern, 6s 48 
— , Peninsular Indian, 6; 52 
loras, 6 s 47 

Jagana, Bronrewinged, 2s 201 
— , Pheasant-tailed, 2s 199 
Ja^anas, 2s 198 
Jackdaw, 5s 250 

Jaeger, or Parasitic or RIcliardson’s 
Skua, 3: 21 

— , or Pomatorhinc Skua, 3s 20 
Jaegers, 3t 17 
Jay, Blackthroated, 5: 202 
— , Blue, or Indian Roller, 4: 1 16 
— , East Himalayan Redci(m*ncd, 5t 
201 

— . West Himalayan Redcrovned, 5s 
199 

Ja>8, Crows, Magpies, etc., 5s 198 
— , Blue, 4s 113 

Junglcfoul, Burmese Red, 2: 106 
— Ceylon Red, 2: 109 
Junglcfowi, Grey, 2s IOC 
Indian Red, 2s 102 

Kestrel, Lesser, 1: 363 
, East Himakiyan. Is 3G7 
— European, 1: 365 
■ — , Indian, Is 3C8 
Kingfisher, Blackcapprti,4:91 
— , Bluc-cared,4s 78 
— , Bl>ih's,4:71 
— , Brownwingrti, 4:83 
— , Lesser Pied, 4; 71 
— , Pied, 4: 68 
Ruddy, 4: 87 
■ — , Small Blue, 4: 75 
, Storlcbi!!cd,4; 01 
— Thrcelord,4s 81 

• — , Whiiebreasicd, 4: 89 
• — . Whiiecollared,4: 95 
Kingfishers, 4r 68 
Kile, Black, 1 s 22G 

— , Blackeared or Large Indian, 1 1 229 
— .Blackwinged, 1:212 
— , Brahminy, 1 : 230 
— , European or Red, 1 1 225 
— , Pariaii. It 227 
Knot, 2: 29G 
, Eastern, 2: 297 
Kocl, Andaman, 3t 230 
— , Indian, 3; 227 
—.Malay, 3s 229 
Kora or W'atcrcock, 2: 172 
K>'ah or Swamp Partridge, 2t 33 

Lammcrgcicr or Himalayan Bearded 
Vulture, Is 314 

Landrail or Corncrake, 2s 158 ^ 

Lapwing, Burmese Rrdwattled, 2s 21.^ 

— , Ceylon Ilcdwaitled, 2i 214 
— Crcyhcadetl. 2: 211 
— , Pccw'il or Green Plover, 2t 210 
— , Redwaitled, 2: 212 
— , Sociable. 2s 203 
— , Spurwinged, 2: 216 
Lapwing, Whitetalled, 2: 206 
Yellow-wattled. 2: 21Q 
. *.i ArinrIw.StO 


, Ganges Sand, 5t 27 
, CiJgit Crested, 5t 39 
, Jnduin Crested. 5 j 37 
, — Desert Hnch-, 5t <2 
j — Rufoustailed I inch-, 5l M 
, Indus Sasid, 5: 26 
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— , Karakoram or Hume’s Shon-toed,5: 
23 

— , Ladakh LongbjHed Caiaiidra, 5: 30 

— , Large Desert, 3: 16 

— , Longbilfed Homed, 5: 34 

— , Madras Bush, 5: 5 

• — , Mafafaar Crested, 5: 39 

— , Pamir Homed, 5: 33 

— , Persian Rufoustailed Finch-, 5: 13 

— , — Short-toed, 5: 25 

— Redwinged Bush, 5: 7 

— , Rufous Short-loed, 5: 21 

— , Saurashtra Sand, 5: 27 

— , Sikkim or EIwcs’s Horned, 5: 35 

— , — Longbilled Calandra, 5: 31 

— , Sind Redwinged Bush, 5:7 

— , Singing Bush, 5: 2 

— , Southern Rufoustailed Finch-, 5; 16 

— , Tibet Short-toed, 5: 24 

— , Yarkand Short-toed, 5: 19 

Larks, 5: 1 

Laughing Thntsh see Thrush 
Leaf Birds, 6s 47 
Leaf Warbler see Warbler 
Leiothrix, Eastern Rcdbilled, 7; 68 
Westism Rcdbilled, 7; ,67 
Linnet, Eastern, 10: 141 
Lirard Hawk see Baza and/or Hawk 
Loons, Divers, 1; I 
Lorikeet, Cc>'lon, 3: 190 
— , Indian, 3: 188 

Magpie, Burmese Rcdbilled Blue, 5: 212 
— , Cc^’lon Blue, 5: 205 
— , Eastern YcUowbillcd Blue, 5: 208 
—, Green, 5: 204 

— , Himalayan Rcdbilled Blue, 5: 209 
— , Kashmir or Whiterumped, 5: 213 
— , Tibet or Blackrumpcd, 5:215 
— , Western Ycllowbilled Blue, 5: 207 
Magpie-Robin see Robin 
Magpies, Crows, Jaj-s, etc., 5: 198 
Malkoha,. Burmese Large GreenbiUed, 
3; 232 

— , Large GreenbiUed, 3: 231 

— ,Redfaccd, 3: 238 

M^koha, Small GreenbiUed, 3: 233 

MaUard, 1: 160 

Marsh \Varblcr see ^Varblcr 

Marlin, Crag, 5: 53 

— , Dusky Crag, 5: 55 

— , Eastern Collared Sand, 5:51 

— , European House, 5: 74 

— , Indian Grey throated Sand, 5: 5 1 

— , Kashmir House, 5: 75 

— , Nepal House, 5: 76 

— , Pale Crag, 5: 56 

— , Siberian Collared, 5: 49 

Megapode, North Nicobar, 2: I 

— , South Nicobar, 2: 3 

Megapodcs, 2: I 

Merganser, Common, or Goosander, 1: 
203 

— , Eastern, 1:204 
— , R^breasted, 1: 206 
Merlin, North Asiatic, 1: 357 
Pallid, 1: 358 
Redheaded, 1: 359 
Moia, Assam Silvercared, 7: 66 
Burmese Silvercared, 7s 67 
— I Himalayan Silvereared, 7 s 65 
Minivet, Andaman Scarlet, 6 s 27 
“,Ashy, 6:39 
— .Burmese Scarlet, 6: 28 
, East Himala)’an Longtailed, 6 s 34 
— , — Indian Scarlet, 6 : 29 
— , Eastern Small, 6: 44 
— , Malabar Small, 6s 43 
, Nagaland LongtaUed, 6: 35 
North Indian Scarlet, 6: 25 
.Northern Small, 6; 41 
, Peninsular Indian Scarlet or Orange, 
6s 27 ^ * 

— .Ros>',6s37 
— , Shortbilled, 6; 30 
— • Sind Small, 6; 40 
i Southern Small, 6: 42 
— ... L . ; .-.1 6-32 

.-J 

r.lV- ' ' 6 : . 

■Mmrvets, 6: 1 
MmU, Reduiled, 7 s 90 
Moorhen, Baluchi Purple, 2; 178 
—.Indian, 2 s 175 
Purple, 2; 1 78 
—.Malay, 2: 177 

Mu^, Andaman Whitcbacked, 10: 110 
— ,^unncse Spotted, 10; 115 
— . Ceylon Hill, 10: U2 

— Eastern Blackhcadcd, 10; 117 
— .Grem, 10: 103 

— , Indian Spotted, I(J: 1 13 
’ J^^on’s Rufousbcllied, 10: 111 
N^aJ Blackhcadcd, 10; 1 16 
.Nicobar Whiiebacked, 10; 110 
— . Red, Of Avadavat, 10: lOI 
Munia, Southern Blackheaded, 10: 118 
— Whitebacked, 10; 108 
— . JS^itcbacked, 10: 107 
HTutethroatei 10; 105 - 

M>tia, Andaman Hill, 5: 196 
, ^ Whiteheaded, 5; 156 

— Bank, 5: 181 

.Blackheaded or Brahminy, 5s 160 

— Burmese Pied, 5: 175 

— Ceylon, 5 s 180 
— 197 

— WTiitehcaded, 5: 159 
, Qunese or Grcybacked, 5s 176 

— CoUared, 5; 188 

— .Daurian, 5s 162 
— , Eastern Hill, 5: 195 
JunglcjS: 186 
—. — Pied, 5; 175 
— . Goldcrcsted, 5; 189 
.Gim-hcaded, 5: 152 
I Indian, 5: 177 
—. — Pied, S: 172 
• Kaichal %S’hiichcadcd. 5; 158 


— , Nicobar Whitehcaded, 5s 157 
Northern Hill, 5s 191 
— » — Jungle, 5; 183 
— , OrangebUIed Jungle, 5s 187 
— , Southern Hill, 5: 194 
— , — Jungle, 5; 185 
— , UTu'teheadcd, 5s 154 
— , Whitewinged, 5s 155 
MNnas, 5; 146 
My-zomis, Firctailed, 7; 70 

Kakta or Comb Duck, Is 192 
Nightingale, Persian, 8: 214 - 
Nightjar, Egyptian,*!; 14, 258 
— , Franklin’s or Allied, 4s 23 
— , Great Eared, 4: 4 
— , Hume’s European, 4; 12 
— , Indian Little, 4; 21 
— , Indian Jungle, 4: 8 
— , Longtailed, 4: 16 
— ,Syke’s,4: 14 
Nightjars, 4; 4 

Niltava, Eastern RufousbcUied, 7s 181 
—.—Small, 7s 179 
— , Large, 7s 1 76 
■ — , ^Vestem RufousbcUied, 7s 180 
— , — Small, 7s 178 
Niltav^ WTiitebellied Blue, 7s 181 
— , Whflctailed Blue, 7s 183 
Nt^dy, \Mutecapped, 3s 72 
Nutcracker, Him^uayan, 5 s 233 
— , Larger-spotted, 5: 231 
— f Yunnan, 5; 233 
Nuthatch, Assam MTiitctailcd, 9 s 221 
—.Beautiful, 9s 223 
— > Chinese, 9s 210 
• — , Eastern CiiestnutbelHed, 9s 213 
— , — Ghats Chestnutbellied, 9s 216 
— Rock, 9:222 
— , — WTiitclaced, 9 s 219 
— y Himalayan \V'hitctaiIcd, 9s 219 
— , Kashmir, 9 ; 208 
— ,Naga, 9; 211 
— > — Ghcslnulbcllicd, 9s 215 
— , Peninsular ChcstautbclHed, 9: 215 
— y Vclvetfronicd, 9s 224 
— .AVestem Chestoutbellicd, 9s 212 
_ Whitedieeked, 9:217 
Nuthatches, 9; 207 
Nuthatches and Creepers, 9: 207 

Oriole, Andaman Blackhcadcd, 5s 109 
(footnote) 

— , — Blacknaped, 5; 107 

— , Ceylon Blackhcadcd, 5:111 

— , Eastern Blacknaped, 5: 103 

— , European Golden, 5; 102 

— , Indian Golden, 5s 103 

— . — Maroon, 5s 112 

— , Nicobar Blacknaped, 5 s 108 

— , North Indian Blackhcadcd, 5: 108 

— , Slenderbilled Blacknaped, 5: 106 

— , South Indian Blackhcadcd, 5: 1 tO 

Orioles, 5s 101 

Osprey, 1: 336 

Owl, Andaman Barn, 3: 251 

— , — Brown Hawk-, 3 s 296 

— , — Lesser Scops, 3; 265 

— ^ — Andaman Scops, 3; 265 

— Brown Fish, 3 s 280 
— , — Wood,3s 308 

— , Burmese Brown Hawk-, 3: 294 
— , . — Collared Scops, 3s 270 
— , Central Indian CoUared Scops, 3; 
268 

— , Ceylon Bay, 3s 255 
— .. — Brown Fish, 3; 282 
— , . — CoUared Scops, 3 s 269 
— ^ — Forest Eagle-, 3: 277 
— — Scops, 3: 264 
— Dusky Homed, 3; 278 
— , Eastern Scops, 3: 261 
— , — Spotted Scops, 3: 257 
— , Forest Eagle-, 3; 276 
— y Gangetic CoUared Scops, 3 s 268 
Owl, Grass, 3s 252 
— , Himalayan Brown Wood, 3:307 
— , — Homed or Eagle-, 3s 273 
— , — Wood, 3s 31 1 
— , Hume’s Brown Hawk-, 3; 295 
— , — Wood, 3: 30i 
— , Indian Barn, 3 s 250 
— , — Brow'n Hawk-, 3; 292 
— , — Great Homed or Eagle-, 3s 273 
— , Longcarc^ 3: 313 
— y Nicobar Browm Hawk-, 3s 297 
—. — Scops, 3: 265,320 
— , North Indian Scx>ps, 3: 262 
— , Northern Mottled ^Vood, 3: 305 
— .Peninsular Bay, 3s 235,319 
— , Peninsular Scops, 3; 263 
— , Punjab Collared Scops, 3: 266 
— , Saurashtra Mottled ^Vood, 3: 304 
— , Scully's ^Vood, 3; 310 
— , Shortcared, 3; 314 
Sikkim Bay, 3 s 253 
— , Snowy, 3; 284 

— , South Indian Brown Hawk-, 3s 295 
— y Southern Mottled 4Vood, 3s 305 
— , Striated or Pallid Scops, 3 s 259 
— , Tawny Fish, 3: 283 
— , Tengmalm’s, 3s 317 
— , Tibetan Homed or Eagle-, 3: 272 
— , Turkestan Homed or Eagle-, 3: 27! 
— . West Pakistan Collared Scops, 3s 
267 

— , Western Spotted Scops, 3: 256 
Owlet, Barred Jungle, 3; 286 
— , Burmese Barred, 3; 291 
— , Chestnutbacked Barred, 3s 288 
— , Collared Pygmy, 3 s 285 
— y East Assam Spotted, 3 s 301 
— , — Himalayan Barr^, 3; 291 
— , Forest Spotted, 3 s 302 
— , Hutton’s, 3 s 298 
— , Malabar Barred Jungle, 3; 283 

— Northern Spotted, 3; 299 
— , Southern Spotted, 3; 302 
—.Tibet, 3s 299 


— , West Himalayan Barred, 3s 289 
Owls, 3; 249 

Oystcrcatchcr, Chinese, 2s 204 

— or Sea-Pic, 2; 203 
Oystcrcatchers, 2: 202 

Paddybird or Indian Pond Heron, Is 63 
Paddyficld Warbler see 4Varbler 
Parakeet, Andaman Redbreasted, 3; 174 
— y — R^cheeked, 3; 176 
— , Arakan Blossomhcadcd. 3; 182 
— , Assam Blossomhcadcd, 3: I8I 
— , Blucwingcd, 3; 185 
— , Blyth’s Nicobar, 3s 1 75 
— , Eastern Slatyhcadcd, 3s 184 
— y Himalayan Slatyhcadcd, 3 s 183 
Parakeet, Indian Redbreasted, 3s 172 

- , Large Andaman, 3s 168 
— , — Burmese, 3: 167 

— , — Ceylonese, 3s 166 
— , — Indian, 3: 164 
— , Laj'ard’s, 3s 187 
— , Lord Derby’s, 3: 175 
— , Nicobar Rcdchcckcd, 3: 177 
— , Northern Blossomlieaded, 3s 178 
— , — Roscringed, 3; 1 69 
— Roscringed, 3s 171 
— , Rothschild’s, 3: 182 
— , Southern Blossomhcadcd, 3: 179 
Parroibill, Ashy-eared, 6: 202 
— , Assam Grc>'hcaded, 6: 209 
— , — Redheaded, 6: 208 
— Blackbrowed, 6 s 206 
— y Blackfrontcd, 6 s 202 
— , Blyih’s or Assam Orange, 6; 203 
— y Browm, 6: 198 
— , Fulvousfronted, 6s 199 
Garhwal. 6s 201 

— , Gould’s or Blackthroated, 6: 210 

— , Great, 6: 196 

— •, Greater Redheaded, 6: 207 

— , Greyheaded, 6 s 209 

— y Lesser Redheaded, 6r 205 

— , Mizo Hills, 6s 204 

— , Tibetan Fulvousfronted, 6; 200 

—, — SmaU. 6:204 

— , Whiicthroated, 6; 212 

Parrots, 3s 163 

Partridge, Arakan Hill, 2s 61 

— , Assam Black, 2 s 24 

— , — Bamboo 2s 64 

— , — Hill, 2s 58 

— , Baluchistan Grey. 2 s 29 

— . Cc>4on Painted, 2s 27 

— ,Chukor, 2; 18 

— , Common Hill, 2 s 57 

— , Indian Black, 2s 22 

— , Kachin Hill, 2: 59 

— , I-adakh,2s35 

— , North Indian Grey, 2; 30 

— , Northern Painted, 2: 25 

— , Redbreasted Hill, 2s 63 

— , Rufousthroated Hill, 2s 59 

— , Sccscc, 2: 8 

— , Simla Hill, 2 s 56 

— , Snow, 2s 6 

— , South Indian Grey, 2s 31 
— , — Persian Black, 2; 2 1 
— , Southern Painted, 2s 27 
— , Swamp, or Kvah, 2\ 33 
—.Tibetan, 2s 35 
— , Whiiecheckcd Hill, 2s 62 
Partridges, Pheasants, Quails, etc., 2s 4 
Pastor, Rosy, or Rosy Starling, 5s 163 
Peacock-Pheasant see Pheasant 
Peafowl, Burmese or Green, 2s 126 
Peafowl, Indian, 2; 123 
Peewit, Lapw’ing, or Green Plover, 2: 
210 

Pelican, Dalmatian, 1; 30 
— , Spottedbilled or Grey, 1; 29 
— , WTiitc or Rosy, I r 27 
Pelicans, 1; 25 

Petrel, Buhver’s GadBy, Is 16 
— y Cape, Is 10 
— . Dusk^a'cnied Storm, I: 20 
— Forktailed Storm, 1:21 
— .Jouanin’s Gadfly, 1; 15 
— , Mascarcnc Black. Is 15 
— , Wilson’s Storm, 1:17 
Petrels, Shearwaters, 1:9 
— , Storm, I ; 1 7 
Phalaropc, Grey, 2; 322 
— , Rednecked, 2s 323 
Phalaropcs, 2s 321 
Pheasant, Bhutan Peacock-, 2s 120 
— , Blackbacked Kaleej, 2; 98 
— , Blackbrcasted Kaleej, 2s 99 
— , Burmese Peacock-, 2s 122 
— , Chcstnutmantled Koklas, 2:111 
— , Chinese Crimson Horned, or Tcm- 
minck’s Tragopan, 2 s BG 
— , Chir, 2; 1 16 

— . Crimson Homed, or Sai)T Tragopan, 

2; 82 

— , Elw'cs’s Eared, 2s 92 
— , Impeyan or Himalayan Monal, 2; 88 
— , Kashmir Koklas, 2:113 
Koklas, 2; 113 
— , Mishmi Blood, 2 s 78 
— ^ MofEtl’s Kaleej, 2; lOI 
— , Mr Hume’s Barredback, 2s 1 19 
— t Nepal Blood, 2; /5 
— , — KaJeej, 2: 97 
— Koklas, 2s 115 

— , Sclatcr’s or Mishmi Monal, 2; 90 

— , Sikkim Blood, 2s 77 

— , 'Tibetan Blood, 2s 78 

— , Western Homed, 2:80 

— , Whitccrested Kaleej, 2: 94 

— , Williams’s Kaleej, 2s 101 

Pheasant-Grouse, 2; 16 

Pheasants, Partridges, Quails, etc., 2 s 4 

Piculci, Speckled, 4: 172 

— , Rufous,4: 175 

Pic, Andarnan Tree, 5 s 228 

— , Blackbrowed Tree, 5; 222 

— , East Himalayan Tree, 5s 226 

— Kerala Tree, 5 s 220 

— , Northeastern Tree, 5:218 


— , Northwestern Tree, 5; 216 
— , Southeastern Tree, 5s 221 
— , West Himalayan Tree, 5; 225 
— , Western Tree, 5s 217 
Pie, WTiitcbcllied Tree, 5s 223 
Pigeon, Andaman Green Imperial, 3: * 
114 

— » — Grcj'fronted Green, 3s 103 
— , — Wood,3: 137 
— , Ashyheaded Green, 3; 102 
— i Bengal Green, 3: 106 
— , Blue Rock, 3s 125 
— , Cc>-lon Green, 3: 109 
— , — Orangebreasted Green, 3s 106 
— Wood,3s 134 
— y East Himalayan Snow, 3s 122 
— Eastern Slock, 3 s 128 
— , — Wood, or Cushat, 3s 129 
— , Gfo^ronted Green, 3; 99 
— y Gre>‘hcadcd Imperial, 3; 119 
— , Hod^on’s or Nepal Maroonbacked 
Imperial, 3; 116 
— , Indian Blue Rock, 3 s 125 
— , — Orangebreasted Green, 3s 104 
— , jerdon’s or Southern Maroonbacked 
Imperial, 3s 118 

— , Kokla or Wcdgctailcd Green, 3 s 96 
— , Ashy Wood, 3; 134 
— , Nep^ Gre^Fronted Green, 3: 101 
— , Nicobar, 3; 161 
— , — • Green Imperial, 3s 113 
— .Nilgiri Wood, 3; 132 
— .Northern Green Imperial, 3; 111 
— , Pied Imperial, 3s 115 
— , Pintailed Green, 3; 94 
— , Pompadour or Ccjlon Grcyfiontcd 
Green, 3s 100 
— , Purple Wood, 3; 135 
— , Southern Green, 3; 108 

— , Imperial, 3s 1 12 

— , Speckled Wood, 3; 131 
— , 'ThickbUlcd Green, 3: 97 
— , Turkestan Hill, 3: 123 
— , West Himalayan Snow, 3s 120 
Pigeons, Doves, 3; 93 
Pintail- 1: 149 
Pipit, Blyth’s, 9; 259 
— . Brown Rock, 9 s 265 
— , Central Asian IValcr, 9; 2C9 
— , European Tree, 9; 246 
— , Indian Padd^dteld, 9: 25 j 
T ree, 9:243 ' 

— .Japanese Water. 9; 270 
— , Kerala Pvock, 9s 267 
— , Malay Paddylicld, 9s 253 
— , Meadow, 9s 250 
— , Nilgiri,9s267 

— , Northwestern P.iddj field, 9; 252 
— , Persian Rock, 9s 263 
Redihroated, 9 s 260 
— „Richard’s, 9; 251 
— , Rufous Rock, 9 s 266 
— , Siberian Tarsny, 9 s 258 
— , — Tree, 9 s 245 
Pipit, Tawny, 9s 256 
—.Upland, 9s 271 
— , Vinaceousbreasted, 9s 261 
— , Witherby’s Tree, 9 s 248 
Pipits, 9s 241 
Pitta, Blue, 4s 256 
— , Blucnaped, 4s 250 
— , Blucwingcd, 4s 253 
— , Hooded or Green breasted, 4s 254 i 
— , Indian, 4s 252 
Pittas, 4s 250 

Plover, Australian Blackfrontcd, 2s 227 

— , — Stone, 3s 6 

— , Blackbcllicd or Grc\', 2s 220 

— , Caspian Sand, 2s 228 

— , Ceylon Kentish, 2s 237 

— , Crab, 2s 337 

■ — , Eastern Golden, 2; 222 

— , — Ringed, 2: 230 

—. — Sand, 2:229 

• — , European Little Ringed, 2: 231 

— , Golden, 2s 221 

— , Great Stone, 3; 5 

• — , Green, Peewit or Lapwing, 2s 210 

— , Indian Little Ringed, 2: 231 

— , Kentish, 2: 235 

• — , Large Sand, 2; 226 

■ — , Longbillcd Ringed, 2s 237 

• — , PamiR Lesser Sand, 2: 238 

plovers, SandpjpcR, Snipe. 2: 205 

■ — y Courier (CkiurscR), Pratincoles, 3: 7 

Pochard, Baer’s, or Eastern IVhite-e^'C, 

1: 284 

— , Common, Is 180 

— , Rcdcr«tcd. Is 177 

— , ISTiite-cjed, or Ferruginous Duck, 

Is IC2 

Pratincole, Collared, or Swallow-pjovcr. 
3; 12 

— , I>arge Indian, or Swallow-Plover, 

3: 14 

■ — , Small Indian, or Swallow-Plover, 

3; 15 

pratincoles, Coursen (Courier Plovers), 
3; 7 

Quacky-duck or Cotton 'leal. 1; 100 
Quail, Assam Painted Bush, 2s 53 
— . Blackbrcasted or Rain, 2; 41 
- — , Blucbreastcd, 2: 42 
- — .Burmese Ycllosslcggcd Button, 2; 
131 

— , Ce>Ion Bustard-, 2s 135' 

■ — , — Jungle Bush, 2s 48 
• — , Deccan Rock Bush, 2i 49 
— ,Grc>-.2:37 
— , Indian Bustard-, 2; 133 
— , — ydlmvleggcd Button, 2s 129 
Quail, Japanese Grc>', 2s 40 
— , Jungle Biuh, 2; 45 
— > Konkan Jungle Bush, 2: 48 
— , Little Bustard-, 2 ; 128 
— , Lower BcngJ Bustard-, 2; 132 
— , Manipur Painted Bush, 2: 54 
— , Mountain, 2s 73 
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“^Wj-sore or Latcritc Rock Bush, 2: 

— , Nicobar Blucbrcasted, 2: 44 
— , Northern Bustard-, 2: 132 
— , — Painted Bush, 2 s 53 
— , Painted Bush, 2s 51 

Punjab Jungle Bush, 2s 47 
— f Rajasthan Rock Bush, 2 s 49 
— . Tamil Nadu luncle Bush. 2: 48, 338 
Quails, Pheasants, Partridges, etc. 2 s 4 
Bustard., 2; 127 
Quaker Babbler see Babbler 


Rail, Andaman Bluebrcasted Banded, 2s 
153 ’ 

— , Indian Blucbrcasted Banded, 2: 152 
— f — Water, 2s I5I 
— Turkestan ^Vater, 2s 149 
Raib, Coots, 2s 148 
Raven, Bro^vn-necked, 5: 265 
— , Punjab, 5s 262 
— , Tibet, 5 s 264 
Redshank, Common, 2 s 257 
— , Eastern, 2s 257 
—, Spotted or Dusky, 2 s 255 
Redstart, Blucfronted, 8s 258 
— , Blueheadcd, 8s 251 
— , Daurian, 8 s 262 
— , Eastern Black, 8s 255 ' 

— , Eversmann’s, 8s 249 
— , Giildenstadt’s, 8s 264 
— , Hodgson’s, 8 s 257 
— , Kashmir Black, 8 s 253 
— , Plumbeous, 8s 266 
— , WTiitebelHcd, or Hodgson’s Shdrt- 
tving, 8s 269 

— > Whitecapped, or River Chat, 9s 57 
— , \Vhitefronted, 8 s 256 
, Whitelhroated, 8s 260 
Redwing, 9s 132 
Reed Warbler see Warbler 
Reedling, or Bearded Tit-Babbler, 6s 
195 

Robin, Andaman Magpie-, 8 s 243 

— , Assam Magpie-, 8 s 243 

— , Bengal Black, 9s 61 

— Blackbackcd Indian, 9s 62 

— , Bluefrontcd, 9 s 3 

— , Brownbacked Indian, 9s 60 

— , Ceylon Black, 9 s 65 

— , 7“ Magpie-, 8s 242 

— , Deccan Black, 98 62 

— , ilastem Redflanked Bush, 8: 234 

-y-, Indian Magpie-, 8s 239 

Robin, Kashmir Redflanked Bush, 8 s 230 

— , Rufousbellied Bush, 8s 237 

— , Western Golden Bush, 8s 234 

— , Whitebrowed Bush, 8: 236 

— , WKitetailed Blue, 9s 1 

Roller, Broadbilled, 4: 1 20 - 

— .Indian, 4: 116 

— , Kashmir, 4: 1 14 

Rollers or Blue Jays, 4s 113 

Rook, 5: 248 

Roseflnch, Blanford’s, 10: 169 
— , Caucasus, 10 s 166 
— , Common, or Scarlet Grosbeak, 10; 
166 

— , Eastern Great, lOs 185 
Redbreasted, 10s 189 
— , Garhwal Dark, 10: 167 
— , Great, 10: 183 
— , Himalayan Beautiful, 10s 179 
— , Indian, 10s 164 
— , Kashmir Whitebrowed, 10s 176 
— , Kun Lun Redbreasted, lOs 187 
— , Nepal Dark, 10 s 168 
— , Pinkbrowed, 10s 171 
— , Redheaded, 10s 192 
— , Redman tied, 10 s 173 
— , Sikkim Large, 10: 181 
— , — Whitebrowed, 10; 177 
— , Spotted winged, 10; 175 
— , Threcbanded, 10s 183 
— , Tibet Beautiful, 10s 181 
— ■, Turkestan, 10; 163 
— , Vinaceous, 10; 172 
— , Western Rcdbrcastcdj'lOs 188 
— , Yunnan Whitebrowed, 10; 178 
Rubychcek, 10: 19 
Ruby throat, 8; 215 
— , Eastern, 8; 224 
— , Tibetan, 8s 225 
— , West Himalayan, 8s 221 
Ruff, 2:318 


Sandcrling, 2: 298 
Sandgrousc, 3s 76 
— , Closebarred, 3s 91 
• — , Coronetted, 3; 89 
— , Imperial or Blackbcllled, 3s 86 
, Indian, 3s 82 
— , Large Pintail, 3; 80 
— , Painted, 3; 92 > 

— , Pallas’s, 3 s 79 
, Spotted, 3 ! 84 
— , Tibetan, 3; 77 
Sandpiper, Armstrong’s, or Spotted 
Greenshank, 2: 268 

Sandpiper, Asian Pectoral or Sharptailed, 
2t307 

— , Broadbilled, 2:315 ^ 

— , Buffbreasted, 2z 317^ 

— , Common, 2s 271 

— , Curlew*, 2: 310 

— , Eastern Broadbilled, 2s 317 


, Green, 2s 263 ^ oco 

, Marsh, or Utde Grccushank, 2: 259 
, Spoonbilled, 2s 313 
, Terek, or Avocct-, 2: 269 

, Wood or Spotted, 2; 265 

ndpipcis. Plovers, Snipe, 2 s 205, 241 
imilar Babbler see Babbler 
[ssorbill or Indian Skimmer, 3. 

rub Warbler rrMVarbler 

a-Pic or Optcrcatchcr, 2s 203 
dge Warhler see ^Varblcr 
ag, Indian, 1x39 
ama, 'Andaman, 8s 247 


CONSOLIDATED INDEX : ENGLISH NAMES 
\ 


— , Ceylon, 8: 245 
— Indian, 8 s 246 
— , Malabar, 8 s 244 
Sheanvatcr, Mauritius, Is 13 
— ,Pcrsian, 1: 14 
— , Pinkfooted, 1:11 
— , SIcndcrbilled or Short-tailed, 1: 13’ 
— , Wedgetailed, Is 12 
— , Whitefronted or Streaked, Is 1 1 
Shearavaters, Petrels, Is 9 
Shelduck, Common, Is 144 
— , Ruddy, or Brahmmy Duck, 1: 141 
Shjkra, Burmese, Is 237 
— , Car Nicobar, Is 238 
— , Central Asian, 1 s 235 
Ceylon, 1:237 
- — , Indian, Is 235 
— , Katchal, 1:239 
Shortwing, Gould’s, 8s 204 
— , Hodgson’s, or Whitcbellied Red- 
start, 8: 269 
— , Lesser, 8 s 207 
— , Rufousbellied, 8: 206 
— , Ruslybellied, 8: 205 
— , Whitcbellied, 8: 206 
— , ^Vllitebrowed, 8: 209 » 

Shoveller, 1: 172 

Shrike, Andaman Large Cuckoo-, 6: 17- 
— , Ashy Swallow-, 5s 143 
— , Baluchistan Baybacked, 5s 84 
— , — Grc>’, 5s 81 
— , Barred Cuckoo-, 6:18 
— , Blackjacked Pied Flycattdicr-, 6s 3 
— , Blackheaded, 5: 96 
— , Brown, 5:98 

— , Brownbacked Pied Flycatcher-, 6s 1 
— , Ceylon Large Cuckoo-, 6s 17 
— , — Pied Flycatcher-, 6s 5 
— , — Wood, 6s 12 
— , Chcslnutrumped, 5s 83 
Shrike, Dark Grey Cuckoo-, 6s 19 
— , Eastern Tibet Grcybacked, 5s 92 
— , — Woodchat,5! 101 
— , Himalayan Blackheaded Cuckoo-, 
6:21 

— , —• Large Cuckoo-, 6 s 16 
— , Indian Baybacked, 5s 85 
— , — ^Grey, 5 s 79 
•—y — Large Cuckoo-, 6s 14 
— , — Wood, 6s 11 
— , Ladakh Greybacked, 5: 91 
— , Lesser Grey, 5s 83 
— , Mala jar Wood, 6 s 8 
— , Nepal Wood, 6 s 6 
— , Nicobar Pied Cuckoo-, 6s 23 
— , Pale Brown, 5; 89 
— , Peninsular Blackhcaded Cuckoo-, 
6:22 

— , Persian Grey, 5 s 82 
— y Philippine, 5: 100 
— , Redbacked, 5s 87 
— , Rufous, 5s 88 
— , Rufousbacked, 5 s 93 
— , Sind Wood, 6s 10 
— , South Indian Greybacked, 5s 96 
— , Turkestan Grey, 5 s 82 
— , Whitebreasted Swallow*, 5: 145 
Shrike-Babbler see Babbler 
Shrikes or ‘Butcher Birds’, 5x 78 
— , Cuckoo-, 6 s 1 
Sibia, Beautiful, 7s 133 
— , Chestnutbacked, 7s 128 
— , Eastern Blackcapped, 7s I3I 
— ,Grcy, 7s 132 

— , Longtailed, 7s 134 ^ 

— , Nepal Blackcapped, 7s 131 .. 

— , Western Blackcapped. 7; 129 
Siskin, Tibetan, 10: 139 
Siva, Assam Barihroatcd, 7; 95 
— , Blucwinged, 7s 95 
— , Eastern Barthroated, 7s 92 
— , NEFA Barthroated, 7s 94 
— , Western Bartliroatcd, 7s 91 
Skimmer, Indian, or Scissorbill, 3; 75 
Skua, Antarctic or Falkland, 3; 18 
— , Brown or Great, 3s 19 
— , Parasitic or BJehardson’s, or Jaeger, 
3:21 

— , Pomatorhine, or Jaeger, 3 s 20 
— , South Polar, 3; 19 
Skuas, Jaegers, 3: 17 
Skylark, Caucasian, 5s 43 
— y Indian Small, 5 s 46 
— y Kashmir Small, 5s 44 * 

— , Nilgiri Small, 5s 47 
— y Tibetan Small, 5 s 45 
— , Turkestan Sra^l, 5s 44 
— , West Siberian, 5 s 42 
— , Yunnan Small, 5: 48 
Smew, 1: 201 

Snake-bird or Darter, 1 ; 43 
Snipe, Common or Fantail, 2s 287 
— , Extern Solitary, 2s 278 
— , Great, 2:286 
— ,Jack, 2; 290 
— , Painted, 2s 325 
— , Pintail, 2 s 282 
— , Swinhoe’s, 2 : 284 


— , Wood, 2:280 

Snipe, Plovers, Sandpipers, 2s 205, 241 
Snow Finch see Finch 
Snowcock, Central Tibetan, 2s 13 
— , Himalayan, 2:13 
— , Sikkim, 2s 12 
— , Tibetan, 2s 1 1 
Sparrow, Afghan Scrub, 10 s 77 
— Tree, 10; 70 

— , Himalayan Cinnamon Tree, 10:75 
— , Indian House, 10; 63 
— — Ycllow'throafcd, 10s 80 


-,Java, 10s 119 
-, Kashmir House, 10s 66 
— , Sfalay Tree, 10: 71 
— , Mishmi Tree, lOs 73 
Rock, 10s 81 
Sind Jungle, 10: 73 
— Ycllowlhroated, 10: 78 
— , Spanish, 10 s 63 
— . Tibetan Tree. 10s 72 


— , Turkestan House, 10 s 67 

Yunnan Cinnamon Tree, 10 s 77 
Sparrow-Hawk see Ha^sk 
Sparrow, House and Rock, 10: 62 
Spiderhuntcr, Little, 10:52 
— , Streaked, 10s 54 
Spoonbill, 1: 116 ' 

Spurfowl, Aravalli Red, 2 s 68 
— , Ceylon, 2s 71 
— , Painted, 2s 70 
— ,Rcd, 2s 67 
—‘j Travancorc Red, 2s 69 
Squaw, Old, or Lbngtail Duck, Is 196 
Stare, Andaman Glossy, 5i 150 
— , Spoltcdwinged, 5s 147 
— ,Tippcrah Gloss>', 5s 149 ' 

Starling, Central Asian, 5: 169 . 

— , Finsch’s or Common Indian, 5; 166 
— y Hume’s or Afghan, 5s 168 
— , Kashmir, 5s 170 
— , Rosy, or Rosy Pastor, 5s 163 
' , Sind, 5s 170 

Starlings, 5: 146 
Stilt, Ceylon Btackw'inged, 2: 331 
— , Indian Blackwinged, 2: 329 
Stilts, Avocets, Ibisbill, 2s 328 
Stint, Eastern Little, '2 s 300 
Little, 2s 301 ' 

— , Longloed, 2; 305 
— , Temminck’s, 2s 303 
Stork, Adjutant, 1: 105 
Stork, Black, Is 102 
— , Blackncckcd, 1: 104 
—,Easlera White, Is 102 
— , Openbill, Is 95 
— , Painted, Is 93 

White, 1:99 ' ' • 

— , Whitenecked, Is 98 
Storks, 1: 91 
Storm Petrels, 1:8 

Sunbird, Andaman Olivebacked, 10s 31 
— , Assam Blackbreaslcd, 10s 46 
— , — Purple, 10s 37 
— , — Yellowbacked, 10:49 
— Car Nicobar Olivebacked, 10: 33 
— y Ceylon Maroonbreasted, 10; 30 
— , — Purplerumped, 10 1 24 
— , Dabfy’s, 10: 41 
— Eastern Yellowbacked, I0s44 
— Firetailed Yellowbacked, 10: 50 
— , Himalayan Blackbrcastcd, 10: 44 
— , Indian Maroonbreasted, 10: 27 
— , — Purple, 10s 35 
— , — Purplerumped, 10: 22 ^ 

— , — Yellowbacked, 10s 47 
— , Manipur Yellowbacked, 10 s 40 
— , Mrs Gould’s, 10: 39 
— , Nepal Yellowbacked, 10: 43 
— , Nicobar Olivebacked, 10: 32 
— , — Yellowbacked, 10:50 
— , Sind Purple, 10 s 33 
Small, 10:25 ' • 

Van Hassell’s, 10: 26 
— , Vigors’s Yellowbacked, 10: 49 
— , Western Ydlowbacked, 10s 42 
Sunbirds, 10:18 

Swallow, Ceylon Striated or Red- 
rump^, 5 s 72 

— , Chinese Striated or Redrumped, 
5:73 

• — , Daurian Striated or Redrumped, 

5s 66 , 

— , Eastern, 5s 59 

— , European Striated or Redrumped, 

5s 67 

— , Hiraalaysm Striated or Redrumped, 
5: 68 

• — , Indian Cliff, 5s 64 
— , — Striated or Redrumped, 5: 70 
— — Wirelailed, 5s 63 
—.Japanese Striated or Redrumped, 5s 
70 

I u — 5. AO 

~ - I ■ f 60 

— ; Western, 5s 57 

Swallow-Plover, Collared, or Pratincole, 
3: 12 

— , Large Indian, 3s 14 
— ,rSmall Indian, or Pratincole, 3 s 15 
Swallows, 5: 48 

Swallow-Shrikes or Wood Swallows, 5s 
143 

Swan, Bewick’s or Western Whistling, 

1: L34 

— , J^lnko>^3ki’s or Eastern \Vhi3llmg, 

Is 135 

— ,Mutc, Is 137 

— , Whooper, Is 136 

Swans, Is 122 

Swift, 4s 43 

— , Alpine, 4s 39 

— , Cochinchina Spinetail, 4: 35 

— , Crested, 4: 58 

— , Darkbackrd,4r46 

— ,House,4;50 -1 - « 

— , Large Brownihroated Spmciail, 4s 6b 
— — Whilcrumpcd,4s47 

—.Pallid, 4: 45 . ^ „ 

— , Whitcrumped ^inetail, 4j 37 
— , Whitelhroated Spinetail, 4: 33 

, ~ Qf 



Swifts, 4i 25 


26 

S:29 


Tailor Bird, Bengal, 8: 84 
— , Bbcknecked, 8t 86 - 

— , Cc>lon, 8: 05 
— , — Highland, 8s 86 
— , Goldenheadi^, 8 s 87 
— , Indian, 8s 81 

— y Mbhmi, 8: 84 . 

Teal, Baikal, Clucking or ‘ Formosa , 
Is 154 . 

— y Common, Is 15! 


— , ^tton, or Quickj-nluclt, li 19u 
, Falcated or Bronaecapped, It 165 
Gargane>' or Bluewing^, 1:169,370 
— , Grey, Andaman or Oceanic, 1: 155 
— , Large ^^’hlsthng, Is 139 

'VLisUing, or Trte Duel, li 


— , Marbled, Is 147 
Tcm, Arctic, 3 s 54 
Tern, Black, 3: 42 
— ^,BlackbelIied, 3 s 57 
— , Caspian, 3s 45 
—, Eastern Blacknaped, 3 s 56' ' 

— , Ettfopcan Common, 3 s 50 
— , Gullbilled, 3 s 42 
— , Indian Leser Crested, 3: 69 
— , — Ocean mite or Fairy, 3s 73 
— River, 3: 48 
— , — Whiskered, 3s 39 
— , Javan Gullbilled, 3» 44 
— , Little, or Tcmlel, 3 s 64 
Noddy, 3t 71 
— , Brownwinged, 3; 59 

— , ^ Large Crested, 3 s 67 

— , Roseate or Rosy, 3 : 52 » 

— , Sandwich, 3 s 70 
— , Sooty, 3 s 69 
— , Tibetan Common, 3s 51 
—, Western BIacknap«l, 3s 57 
— , Whitecheeked, 3: 55 
— , ^Vhitewinged Black, 3:41 
Tcmlct, Blacksliaftcd, 3 s 65 
— or Little Tcm, 3s 64 
— , \Vhiteshafted, 3; 66 
Terns, 3; 38 

Thickhead, Grey, or Mangrove Whist- ' 
ler, 7s-228 • 

Thickheads or Shritcbilled FU-atchen, 
7s 228 ^ 

Thick-knees, 3: 1 
Thrush, Andaman Ground, 9s 90 
— , Ashy Laughing, 7: 24 
— Ashyheaded Laughing, 7s 3 

Assam Blackgorgetcd Laughing, 7: 8 
— , — Crimsonwinged Laughing,'?: 63 
— , — Rufouschinned Laughing, 7: 29 ' 
— , — Spoltcdbrcaslcd Laughing, 7s 37 
— , — Striated Laughing, 7s 13 
— , — IVhitecrested Laughing, 7s 16 
— , Baluchistan Streaked Laughing, 7i 


— , Bhutan Streaked Laughing, 7s 49 
— , Blackbreasted, 9s 106 
— , Blackthroatcd, 9s 127 
, Blueheadcd Rock, 9: 67 
— Blucwinged Laughing, 7: 51 
— , Browncapped Laughing, 7s 50 
— , Burmese Wliisiling, 9: 82 
' — , — Rufouschinned laugliing, 7: 28 
— ,,CcyIon Scaly, 9: 100 
— — ^Vhislling, 9t 76 
— , Chestnutbacked Laughing, 7: 17 
— , Chestnutbellicd Rock, 9: 70 
— , Coorg Whitebreasted Laughing, 7:45 
— , Dark, 9t 126 
Dusky, 9s 130 

Thrush, Eastern Blackfaced I-aughing, 

7: 55 

— , — Greyheaded, 9i 124 
— , — Plainbacked Mountain, 9: 94 
— , — Variegated Laughing, 7i 23 
— - Whitethroated Laughing, 7i 5 
— . Fca's, 9s 125 

— , Garhwal Whilespotted Laughing, 

7s 31 

— , Giant Laughing, 7s 29 
— Gilgit Streaked Laughing, 7: 46 
— , Golden, 9s 101 

— , Himalayan Crimsonwinged Laugh- 
ing, 7i 63 

— ^ — Grc)’sided I-aughing, 7s 33 
— , — Whistling, 9 s 79 
— ^ — ^Vhitec^C3ted Laughing, 7s 14 
— , Indian Blue Rock, 9s 73 
— , Iranian Blue Rock, 9s 72 
— , Kerala Laughing, 7 s 42 
— , Kessler’s, 9s 124 
— , Khasi Hills Grepided I.auglung, 

7*34 . ^ 

. — Redheaded Laughing, 7s 6l 

— , — Rufouschinned Liughing, 7t 28 
— , Large Brown, 9s 101 
— , Laser Brown, 9: lOf 
— , Longtailed Mountain, 9: 95 
— , Malabar WTiistling, 9s 77 
— , Manipur Redheaded Laughing, 7i 

Spottedbreasted I.aughing, 7i 38 

' T* AO 

_ . 7: 7 


—.Nagaland Greysided Laughing, 7i 
35 

— , — Redlicaded Laughing, 7: 61 

—.Nccklaccd Laughing, 7i 6 

— , NEFA Redheaded I.aughing, 7i GO 
— , Nepal Blackgorgcled I.aughnig, 7i 8 

. — Redheaded Laughing, 7 s 59 

— , — Streaked Laughing, 7s 48 

. — Striated Laughing. 7s 12 

— , Nicobar Ground, 9s 90 
— , Nilgiri, 9s 100 
— , — laughing, 7s 40 

— , Orangchcaded Ground.-9s 86 
— , Pied Ground, 9: 83 ^ 

— , Plaincoloured Uiighlng. 7s j 3 
— , Prince Henry’s Lauglung, 71 
— , Redheaded Laughing, 7s 57 
— , Redthroated, 9s 129 
— , Rock, 9s 66 


■/ , ■ . 7r59 

ited Laughing. Vs >* 

Itreakcd Laughing. 7« 4 j 
lied Mountain, 9i 97 
tith Kerala 
wingrd Ground, 9s 
i.9s 108 



— , Western Blackfaccd Laughing. 7s 55 
— , — Greyheaded, 9s 122 
— , — Plainbaclccd Mountain, 9 ; 92 
— , — Rsifouschinncd Laughing, 7; 26 
— , — Striated Laughing, 7; 10 
— , — Variegated Laughing, 7: 22 
— , — ^\Tiitetiiro3lcd Laughing, 7s 4 
• — , WTiitebrowed Ground, 9: 85 
— , — Laughing, 7 s 39 
— , Whitcspotti^ Laughing, 7s 32 
— , \STiitcthroated Ground, 9 s 89 
— , Wynaad Laughing, 7s 19 
— YelIo%vbreastcd Laughing, 7s 21 
— /Ycllowthroated Laughing, 7s 18 
Tit, Afghanistan Grey, 9s I6G 
— .Baluchistan Grey, 9s 165 
— ,Blackbibbed,9: 177 
— jBunnesc Blackspotted Yellow, 9 s 191 
— Central India YclIo^vcheckcd, 9: 188 
— , Ceylon Gre>', 9; 170 
— , Crested Black, 9 s 178 
— , Eastern Bro\vn Crested, 9 s 185 
— — Firecapped, 9s 197 
—. — Redheaded, 9: 202 
— . — Ycllowbrowed, 9s 193 
— , Greenbacked, 9: 174 
— , Himalayan Blackspotted Yellow, 9s 
190 

— Coal, 9s 179 
— , Indian Gre\% 9s 169 
— > Kashmir Grc>*, 9: 167 
— , Lakhimpur Grey, 9s 1 71 
— , Manipur Redheaded, 9; 202 
— , Nagaland Black, 9s 184 
—, Nepal Grey, 9s 168 
— , Northern Yellowchceked, 9s 186 
— , Pcndulinc, 9: 198 
— j Rufousbellied Crested, 9s 182 
— Rufoiisfronted, 9; 206 
Sikkim Black, 9s 183 
— , Simla Black, 9: 180 • 

— , — Ycllowbrowed, 9s 192 
■ — , Southern Yellow cheeked, 9s 189 
— Sultan, 9: 162 
—.Tibet Grey, 9: 171 
— .Tien Sban Blue, 9s 177 
— , Western Brown Crested, 9s 184 
— , — Firecapped, 9s 195 
— , — Redheaded, 9: 200 
— , ^Mlitcchcckcd, 95 203 
— , Whitelhroated, 9;'204 
— , ^^^litcwinged Black, 9s 172 
— Yellowbrca&ted Blue, 9s 176 
Tit-iJabbler see Babbler 
Titmice, Longtailed, 9s 199 
— , Pcndulinc, 9s 195 
Tits or Titmice, 9s 162 
Tits, True, 9s 162 
Tit-Warbler sm Warbler 
Tragopan, Grcybellied, 2s 85 
— , Sat>T, or Crimson Homed Pheasant, 
2s 82 - ^ 

— , Tcmminck’s, or Chinese Crimson 
Homed Pheasant, 2s 86 
Tibetan Grcybellied, 2 s 84 
Tree Pie w Pic 
Tree Warbler see Warbler 
Trogon,4s6l 
— , Redheaded, 4s 64 
— , Ward’s, 4: 66 
Trogom, 4i 60 

Tropic-Bird, Rcdtailcd, Is 24 
— , Short-tailed. Is 22 
~,^Vhite,ls24 
Turnstone, 2 s 274 
Tvntc, Stoliezka’s, 10 s 142 
— .Tibetan, 40 s 143 

Vulture, Black or King, Is 296 
— , Cinereous, 1; 298 
■ — . E^tian, Is 310 

.Himalayan Bearded, or Lammcr- 
gacr,ls314 / 

—. — Griffon,!; 302 
— — LongbUlcd, Is 306 
— , Indian Griffon, Is 301 
— , —Longbilled, 1: 304 
— , — Scavenger, 1:312 
— , — IVhitebacked, Is 307 
Vultures, Hawfa, 1; 210 


CONSOLIDATED INDEX ; ENGLISH NAMES 


'Vag^, Blackbacfced Ydlowheadcd, 9: 

— , Blueheaded YcUms*, 9s 278 
Forest, 9s 273 

— , Greenheaded Yellow, 9s 281 
— , Grey, 9: 285 
— . Greyheaded Yellow, 9s 276' 

■ — , Hodgson’s Pied, 95 292 
— , Indian WTiite, 9; 288 
— , Large Pied, 9 s 296 
— , Masked, 9 s 291 
— , Northern Ycllowhcadcd, 9 s 282 
— ^^Short-tailed Greyheaded Yellow, 9t 

— , Strcakcjnd Pied, 9: 294 
, — , Swinhoe’s Pied, 9s 295 
' — » Turkestan Blackheaded, 9 s 280 
— , Western Ycllowhcadcd, 9: 283 
— , INTiitefaced Pied, 9s 293 
— , Whitcheaded Yellow, 9s 280 
— , YcUowbackcd, 9 s 279 
Wagtails, 9 s 273 ' 

WaU Creeper, Creeper 

Warbler, Allied Flycatcher-, 8s 180 

— , Andaman Pairfooted Bush, 8s 8 

— , Arctic L«ar, 8s 163 

— , ArunachalRufouscappcdBush, 8s 18 

— , — Yellowbellicd Flycatcher-, 8s 191 

— , Asian Reed, 8s 108 

— , Assam.Abcrrant Bush, 8: 14 

— > — Ashy 4Vre3i-, 8: 59 

— , — Blacifaced Plycatcher-, 8s 193 

— , — Blackihroated Hill, 8s 73 

— , — Blua twinged Paddyficld, Bs 1 15 

— BrownHiU,8s70 

— , — Crowned L<mf, 8s 178 

— , — Great Reed, 8s 104 

— , — Grc>’headcd Flycatcher-, 88 187 

— f — Large Bush, 8: 13 

— , — Ycllowbellied Wren-, 8 s 67 

— , Baltistan Greenish Leaf, 8s 168 

— , Barred, 8s 121 

— , Blackbrowed Reed, 8s 107 

— , — or Yellowlaced Leaf, 8s 179 

— , Bl>’th’s Cro^^’ncd Ijcsf, 8s 177 

— , — Rccd,8s 109 

— , Bright Green Leaf, 8; 170 

— , Bristled Grass, 8 s 94 

— f Broadbillcd Flycatcher-, 8s 195 

— , Broadtailed Grass, 8 s 93 

— , Brooks’s Leaf, 8s 157 

— , Brown Bush, Ss 25 

— , Buffbcllied Leaf, 8 s 144 

— , Burmese Blackbrowed Flycatcher-, 

8s 184 

— , Central Grcyfaced Leaf, 8s 161 

— , — India Plain Wren-, 8s 53 

— , Cetti’s, 8s 19 

— , Ceylon Ashy Wren-, 8s 61 

— , — Ashy-grey Wren-, 8 s 45 

— , — Bush, 8s 26 

— , — Great Reed, 8s 104 

— , — Jungle Wren-, 8: 65 

— , — Plain ^S’rcn-, 8 s 57 

— , — Streaked Fantail, 8s 36 

— , Chestnut-headed Flycatcher-, 8s 189 

— , — Ground, 8 s 4 

— , Chinese Bush, 8s 8; 8s 24 

— , Crested'Tit-, 8s 199 

^.Desert, 8s 130 

— , Eastern Blackbrowed Flycatcher-, 

8: 183 

— , — C^o^vncd Leaf, 8: 174 
— , — Grasshopper, 8s 91 
— , — Great Reed, Ss 106 
— , — Greenish Leaf, 8s 169 
_ Grcyfaced Leaf, 8 s 162 
— , — Longtailed Grass, 8s 76 
— , — Orangebarred Leaf, 8s 152 
— , — Orphean, 8: 122 
— , — Pallas’s Leaf, 8s 160 
Warbler, Eastern Plain Wren-, 8 s 55 
— , — Rufouscapped Bush, 8 s 1 7 
— , — Spotted Bush, 8s 21 
— , — Streaked Wren-, Bs 5 1 
— , Eurasian Great R«m1, 8s 105 
— , Franklin’s Ashy-grey Wren-, 8s 42 
— , Gangeticjimgle Wren-, 8: 62 
— , Greybacked, or Rufous Chat, 8: 210 
— , Greychceked Flycatcher-, 8s 168 


— , Himalayan Aberrant Bush, 8s 13 
— f — Blackihroated Hill, 8 s 72 
— , — Brown Hill, 8s 70 
— — Large Bush, 8s 12 
— , Hodgson’s Wren-, 8s 48 
— , Hume’s Bush, 8s 15 
— i • — Ycllowbrowed Leaf, 8s 153 
— , Indian Booted Tree, 85 118 
— , — Great Reed, 8s 101 
— , — Padd^'ficld, 35 112 
— , — Pairfooted Bush, 8: 6 
— , — Streaked Wren-, 8 s 49 
— , Kashmir BlunUviogcd Paddyficld, 8s 
114 

— , Kerala Streaked Fantail, 8: 35 
— . Large Crowned Leaf, 8s 172 
— , — Grass, 8s 78 
— f Laigcbilled Bush, Ss 22 
— , — Lcaf.Bs 164 
— , — Rccd,8s 115 
— , Malay Streaked Fantail, 8 s 37 
— , MandcUi’s Yellowbrow^ Leaf, 8 s 
155 

— , hlarupur Aberrant Bush, 8s 15 
— , — Dusk)’ Leaf, 8s 149 
— , Mishmi Greyheaded Flycatcher-, 

8s 187 

— , Moustached Sedge, 8 s 27 
— , Nepal Blackfaced Flycatcher-, 8s 192 
— , — Greyheaded Flycatcher-, 8: 186 
— > — Pallas’s Leal^ S: 159 
— , Nilgiri Plain Wren-, 8 s 56 
— , Northern Ashy Wren-, 8s 57 ' 

— , — Ashy-grey Wren-, 8:40 
8s 134 

— Paddyficld, 8s 113 
— , Northwestern Jungle ^Vren-, 8s 64 
— , — Plain Wren-, 8 s 52 
— , Olivaceous LcaO 8s 145 
— Orissa Jimgle Wren-, 8 s 65 
— , Pale Stron^ooted Bush, 85 9 
— , Palelcgged I/Caf, 8s I7i 
— , Pallas’s Central Asian Grasshopper, 
8:89 

— , — Siberian Grasshopper, 8: 89 
— , Peninsular Jungle Wren-. 8 s 64 ‘ 

— , Plain Leaf, 8: 139 
’ — , Redheaded Fantail, 8 s 30 
— , Rufous Wren-, 8 s 38 
— , Rufousfronted Wren-, 6s 46 
— , Siberian Booted Tree, 8:117 ^ 
Warbler, Siberian Dusky Leaf, 8s 149 
— , — Lcaf,8s 135 
— , — Ycllowbrowed Lcaf.^B: 156 
— , Sikkim Ycllo\s’bclIied' Fl>xatcher-, 

8s 190 

— , Sind Brown Hill, 8: 69 
— , — Yellowbellicd \Vreu-, 8s 66 
— , Slatybellied Grotmd, 8: 3 
— , Small Crowned Leafi 8s 175 
— , Smoky Leaf. 8s 146 
— , Southern Ashy Wren-, 8s 59 
— , — Ashy-grey Wren-, 8 s 44 
— , Streaks Fantail, 8: 33 
— , — Grasshopper, 8 s 90 
— , — Scrub, Bs 77 
— , Striated Manh, 8: 95 
— , Strongfooted Bush, 8: 10 
— , Szechuan Dusk>’ Leaf, 8: 148 
— , ThickbUled, 8s 98 
— , Tibetan Smok>- Leaf, 8s 147 » 

— Tit-, 8s202 

— , Tickell’s Leaf, 8s 142 

— , Turkestan Tit-, 8s 201 

— ,Tytler’aI^f,8s 141 

— , Updicr’s Tree, 8s 119 

— , Western Blackbrowed Flycatcher-, 

8s 182 

— — Greenish Leaf, 8s 166 
— , — Gre>'faccd L^f, 8s 161 
— , — Grej'hcadcd Fl>’catchcr-, 8 s 185 
, — Longtailed Grass, 8: 74 
— , — Orangebarred Leaf, 8s 151 
— , Pallas’s Leaf, 8: 158 

• — , — Rufouscapped Bush, 8:17 
— , — Spotted Bush, 8: 20 
— , Wlutcthroatcd Flycatcher-, 8s 194 
Ycllowbrowed Ground, 8s 1 
— , Yellowheadcd Fantail, 81 31 
^ — . Yunnan Crowned Leaf, 8s 178 


737 

Walercock or Kora, 2s 172 
Waterhen, Andamans WTiilebrcaslcd, 

• 2:171 

— , Ce)'Ionese \STutcbreasted, 2; 171 
— , Chinese WTutebreasted, 2 s 171 
Waxwing, 5 s 266 

Weaver Bird, Blackthroatcd, 10 s 96 
— , Burmese Streaked, 10: 101 
— , Indian Streaked, 10 s 98 
Weaver Birds, 10s 87 
Wheatear, 9: 44 
— , Central Asian Desert, 9 s 47 
— , Tibetan Desert, 9 s 45 
mimbrcl, 2s 242 
— , Eastern, 2s 244 
Whistler, Mangrove, or Grey Thick- 
head, 7s 228 

IV'hitc-ej'C, Andhra, 10: 59 
— , Ceylon, 10:61 

— , Eastern, or Baer’s Pochard, Is 184 

— , Indian, 10s 57 

White-e>’c, Nicobar, 10: 60 

— ^,NUgiri, 10: 60 

lVhite-c>’es, 10: 56 

IVhitcthroat, Hume’s Lesser, 8s 129, 

— , Indian, 8s 124 
— , Kirghiz Lesser, 8: 128 
— , Siberian Lesser, 8 s 126 
—, Small, 8s 128 
Wigeon, Is 167 

IVood Swaiiows or Swai/ow-Shrites, 5s 
143 

Woodcock, 2s 292 
Woodpecker, Black 4: 210 
— , Blackbacked, 4; 239 
— , Blacknapcd Green, 4: 186 
— , Browheaded Pied, 4: 22* 

— , Crimsonbrcasicd Pied, 4: 219 
— , Dagecling Picd,4; 218 
— Fulvousbreasted Pied, 4: 224 
— , Great Black, 4: 208 
— ,Slaly.4: 206 

Spotted, 4:213 

— , Grc)’crowned Pigmy, 4s 228 
— , Hcarispotted, 4: 236 
— , Himalayan Goldenbackcd 
Thrcctoed,4:203 
—,—,Picd, 4:216 

— , Indian Goldenbackcd Thrcctoed, 4: 

203 

— , Larger Goldenbackcd, 4s 242 

— , Lesser Goldenbackcd, 4: 196 

— , Little Scalybellicd Green, 4: 184 

— , Paleheade^, 4s 205 

— , P»gmy,4:2M 

— , Rweared Bay, 4: 238 

— , Rufous, 4: 177 

— , RufousbelUed, 4s 21 1 

— , Scalybeilied Green, 4s 182 

— , Sind Pied, 4:215 2 

— , Small Ycllo>my>cd, 4: 192 

— , Stripebreasted ried, 4; 223 

— ,Threccocd,4:234 

— , Ycllowfronted Pied, 4s 226 

* — .YcIIownaped Woodpecker, 4 s 190 

Woodpeckers, 4t 168 

Wren, naefiar ^VedgebiUed. 6s 168 

— , Kashmir, 9: 136 

— , Magrath’s, 9s 135 

—.Nepal, 9s 137 

— , S ikkim Wedgebilled, 6s 167 

Wrens, 9s 134 

Wren-Babbler Babbler 

Wren-^Va^ble^ ser Warbler 

Wtyneck, 4s 168 

Yuhina, Assam Ycliownaped, 7s 103 
— , Blarfchinned, 7s 107 
— , Chestaut-headed, 7 s 99 
— , Eastern Stripcdinaated, 7s 104 
— , — Ycliownaped, 7s 102 
— , Mishmi Wiutebrowed, 7: 99 
— > S ikkim \Vhitebrowed, 7 s 98 
— , Slatyhcaded or Rufousvented, 7 : 

106 

— .Western Stripethronlcd,.7s 104 
— , — YeUownapcd, 7s 101 
— , WhitebcUied, 7s 108 
— ^.^Vhiteaaped, 7 s 100 



PLATES 



PLATE 1 


1 Gavia arctica, Blackthroated Diver ( 1 ) 

2 Gavia stellata, Redthroated Diver (2) 

3 Podiceps crislatus. Great Crested Grebe p) 

4 Podiceps nigricollis, Blacknecked Grebe (4) 


5 Podiceps griseigena. Rednecked Grebe (3a) 

6 Podiceps ruficollis. Little Grebe (5) 

7 Heliopais personata. Masked Finfoot (351) 





PLATE 2 


1 Oceanites oceanicus, Wilson’s Storm Petrel (14) 

2 Oceanodroma leucorhoa, Leach’s or Forktailed 
Storm Petrel (16) 

3 Oceanodroma malsadairae, Matsudaira’s Storm 
Petrel (SE) 

4 Fregetia Iropica, Duskyvented Storm Petrel (15) 

5 Bulweria bulwerii, Bulwer’s Gadfly Petrel (13b) 

6 Bulweria fallax, Jouanin’s Gadfly Petrel (13a) 


7 Procellariapacifica, \Vcdgetailcd Shearwater (9) 

8 Procellaria canieipes. Pinkfooted Shearwater (8) 

9 Procellaria lemtiroslris, Short-tailed Shearwater (SE) 

10 Calonestris leucomelas. Streaked Shearwater (SE) 

1 1 Pelagodroma marina, Whitefaced Storm Petrel (SE) 

12 Daplion capemis, Cape Petrel (6) 

13 Procellaria Iherminieri, Audubon’s Shearwater (11) 



PLATE 3 

1 Pelecanus philippensis. Spottedbilled Pelican (21) 

2 Pelecanus onocrolalus. Rosy or White Pelican (20) 

3 Pelecanus p. crispus, Dalmatian Pelican (22), ssp of 21 

4 Fregata arid. Least Frigate Bird (32) 

5 Fregata minor. Lesser Frigate Bird (31 ) 


6 Phoeniconaias minor. Lesser Flamingo (74) 

7 Phoenicoplerus rose'us. Flamingo (73) 

8 Cjgnus cygnus, WhooperSuan (86) 

9 CygnusoloT, Mute Swan (87) 

10 Cygnus c. bewickii, Bewick’s Swan (84), ssp. of86 



PLATE 4 


1 Pkalacrocorax carbo, Cormorant (26) 

2 Pkalacrocorax fuscicollis, Indian Shag (27) 

3 Pkalacrocorax niger. Little Cormorant (28) 

4 Pkalacrocorax pygmaeus. Pygmy Cormorant (28a) 

5 Ankinga nifa, Darter (29) 


6 Bolaiinis slellaris, Bittern (59) 

7 Egrelta gargetia, Lillie Egret (49) 

8 Gorsackius melanolophus, Malay or Tiger Bittern (53) 

9 Ardeola grayii, Pond Heron or Paddyltird (42) 

10 Nycticorax nycticorax, Night Heron (52) 





1 Bulorides slrialus. Little Green Heron (38) 

2 Ardea goliath. Giant Heron (34r) 

3 Ardea insignis. Great Whitebellied Heron (33) 

4 Ardea cinerea, Grey Heron (36) 

5 Ardea purpurea. Purple Heron (37) 

6 Ardeola ralloides, Squacco Heron (SE) 

7 Ardeola bacchus, Chinese Pond Heron (43) 

8 Ardeola grajii. Pond Heron or Paddybird (42) 





PLATE 7 


1 Ardea alba. Large Egret (46) 

2 Egrelta intennedia. Smaller Egret (47) 

3 Egrelta garzetta. Little Egret (49) 

4 Egrelta gularis, Indian Reef Heron (50) 

5 Bubulcus ibis. Cattle Egret (44) 

6 Grus leucogeramis, Siberian Crane (325) 


7 Gms antigone. Sarus Crane (323) 

8 Anthropoides virgo. Demoiselle Crane (326) 

9 Gnis nigricollis. Blacknecked Crane (321 ) 

10 Grus gnes. Common Crane (320) 

11 Craj tftonnrAn, Hooded Crane (322) 


PLATE 8 


1 Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus, Blacknecked Stork (66) 

2 Mycteria leucocephala. Painted Stork (60) 

3 Ciconia ciconia, White Stork (63) 

4 Ciconia nigra. Black Stork (65) 

5 Anastomus oscitans, Openbill Stork (61) 

6 Ciconia episcopus, W'hitenecked Stork (62) 


7 Pseudibis papulosa. Black Ibis (70) 

8 P/o/fl/ra /fUforo<7/(7, Spoonbill (72) 

9 PItgadis Jalcinelhs, Glossy Ibis (71) 

10 Leptoptilos dubiiis. Adjutant (67) 

1 1 Threskiomis acthiopica. White Ibis (69) 

12 Leptoptilosjaianicus,hQssCT Adjutant (68) 






PLATE 9 

1 Anas plalyrhynchos, Mallard (100) 7 Anasjonnosa^ Baikal Teal (95) 

2 Anar acu<a. Pintail (93) 8 dfarmarone/to angur/iwira, Marbled Teal (92) 

3 Anar /)ocrt7ortync/ia, Spotbill Duck (97) 9 Anar rrerca. Common Teal (94) 

4 Anar penelope, Wigeon (103) 10 Anas querqnedula, Garganey ( 104) 

5 Anas gibberifrons. Grey Tc&i (95) 11 Anas/alca(a, Falcated Teal ( 102) 

6 Anar c/y/n’n/n. Shoveller (105) 12 j'lnas vbr/jprn. Gadwall ( 101 ) 







PLATE 10 
(Ducks in night) 

1 Anasplatyrhynchos, Mallard (100) 7 Anas formosa, Baikal Teal (95) 

2 Anas anita, Pintail (93) 8 Marmaronetla nngusliroslris,Wi\Th\c(i'Tca\ {92) 

3 Anas poecilor/iync/ia,SpolhiU Duck (97) 9 Anas fwro, Common Teal (91) 

4 Anas penelope,Wigeon (103) 10 Anas querquedula, Garg^ney (lOl) 

5 Anas gibberifrons, Grey Teal (96) 1 1 Anasfalcala, Falcated Teal (102) 

6 Anas c/)/;ra/a. Shoveller (105) 12 Anas streprra, GadwaW (\0]) 


in <o t' 
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PLATE 1 1 


Tadoma fermginea. Ruddy Shelduck (90) 

Tadorna tadoma. Common Shelduck (91) 
Dendro(ygna bicolor. Large \Vhistling Teal (89) 
Dendrocyena javanica. Lesser Whistling Teal or Tree 
Duck (88) 

Nella ruftna, Redcrested Pochard (107) 
Aythyaferina, Common Pochard (108) 

Aylhya fuligula. Tufted Duck (111) 


8 Aylhya mania. Scaup Duck (112) 

9 Aylhya baeri, Baer’s Pochard (110) 

10 Aylhya nyroca, White-eved Pochard or Ferruginous 
Duck (109) 

1 1 Mrrgus albellus. Smew (119) 

12 Xeltapiis coromandeltanus. Cotton Teal or 
Quacky-Duck(114) 

13 Rhodonessa caiyophyllacea. Pinkheaded Duck (106) 


j 
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PLATE 13 
(Ducks in flight) 


Tadorna Jerniginea. Ruddy Shelduck (90) 

Tadonia tadoma. Common Shelduck (91) 
Dendrocygna bkolor. Large Whistling Teal (89) 
JJendrocjgnajai anica. Lesser Whistling Teal or Tree 
Duck (88) 

Xetta mfina, Redcrested Pochard (107) 

Ayllna Jerina. Common Pochard (108) 

Aythya fidigida. Tufted Duck (111) 

Aylliya nyroca. W’hite-eved Pochard or Ferruginous 
Duck (109) 


9 Aythya mania. Scaup Duck (112) 

10 Mergus albellus. Smew (119) 

1 1 Mergus mergauser. Goosander or Common 
Merganser (121) 

12 Xellapus coromandelianus. Cotton Teal or Quacky- 
Duck ( 1 14) 

13 Oxyura leucocephala. Whiteheaded StilTtailcd 
Duck (123) 







PLATE 14 


1 Haliacetus leiicogasler, Whitcbellicd Sea Eagle ( 1 73) 

2 Icitihyop/iaga ichthyaetus. Greyheaded Fishing 
Eiigle (175) 

3 Ichlhyophagn nnna, Himalayan Greyheaded Fishing 
Eagle ( 1 77) 

4 Haliaeetus albicilla, Whitetailed Eagle ( 1 72a) 

5 Halineeliis Iniconplius, Pallas’s Fishing Eagle (171) 
G Pandion /lalinrliis. Osprey (203) 

7 Mih’iis m. govinda, Pariah Kite ( 1 33), ssp of 132 


8 Mitfus migrans, Black Kite (132) 

9 Mihvtm.'linealus, Blackearcd or Large Indittn 
Kite (134), ssp of 132 

10 Mitrus milvus. Red Kite (131) 

1 1 flaliastur indiis, Brahminy Kite ( 1 35) 

12 Circus melanolriins. Pied Harrier (192) 

1 3 Cirnts macrounis. Pale I larricr ( 1 90) 

14 Circus arniginosus, Marsh Harrier ( 193) 




PLATE 15 

(Kites and Eagles in flight) 


1 Milvus milvus. Red Kite ( 1 3 1 ) 

2 Milvus m. linealus, Blackeared or Large Indian 
Kite (1 34) , ssp of 1 32 

3 Milvus m. govinda, Pariah Kite (133), ssp of 132 

4 Black Kite (132) 

5 Ichthyophaga nana, Himalayan Greyheaded Fishing 
Eagle (177) 


6 Haliaeetus leucogaster, IVhitebellied Sea Eagle (173) 

7 Ichthyophaga ichlhyaetus. Greyheaded Fishing 
Eagle (175) 

8 Haliaeetus albicilla, IVhitetailed Eagle ( 1 72a) 

9 Haliaeetus leucoryphus, Pallas’s Fishing Eagle (174) 




PLATE 16 


1 Mcopliron percnoplenis, Egyptian or Scavenger 
Vulture (186) 

2 Gypaetus barbatus. Bearded Vulture or 
Lammergeicr (188) 

3 Gyps bengnlrnsis, Indian White-backed Vulture (185) 


4 Gjps indiais, Indian Longbilled Vulture (182) 
5* Gjpsfolvus, GrilTon Vulture (180) 

6 Aegypius monaebus, Cinereous Vulture ( 1 79) 

7 Sarcog)ps ralviis. Black or King Vulture (178) 

8 Gyps himalayensis, Himalayan GrilFon (181) 


* No. 5 is repcali'd because since tliis plate was painted the two sulispecics shown in the plate have been synonynii/ed. 


From above 



PLATE 17 

(Kites, Vultures and Eagles in flight) 


1 Milvus migrans govinda. Pariah Kite (133) 

2 Haliastur indus, Brahminy Kite (135) 

3 Milvus milvus. Red Kite ( 1 3 1 ) 

4 Neophron percnopterus, Egyptian or Scavenger 
Vulture (186) 

5 Hieraaetus pennatus, Booted Hawk-Eagle ( 1 64) 

6 Gypaetus barbatuSjBeardedVuhurcor 
Lammergeier (188) 


7 Aegypius monackus, Cinereous Vulture ( 1 79) 

8 Sarcogyps calvus, Black or King Vulture ( 1 78) 

9 Gyps himalayensis, Himalayan Griflbn (181) 

10 Griflbn Vulture (180) 

1 1 Gyps bengalensis, Indian Whitebacked Vulture (185) 

12 Gyps indicus, Indian Longbilled Vulture (182) 
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plate 18 

(Vultures in , (178) 

, s;r/si, B^*dvuuureo. 6 

3 SS"S-i» C».c,e„.. V.„..re ,.70) * 0,pl .<~. «" 




PLATE 
(Harriers in 

1 OVfUJ Hen-Harrier (189) 5 Circ 

2 Cirntr mafroun/r. Pale Harrier (190) 6 Circ 

3 Circurj^’^ar^uj, Montagu’s Harrier (191) Strii 

4 Circus melanoleucos. Pied Harrier ( 1 92) 
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PLATE 20 


1 Hieranetus fasciatus, Bonelli’s Eagle (163) 

Hirranrltis prrmnlus, Booled Hawk-Eagle (164) 
Jliernarliis kietierii, Rufousbcllied Hawk-Eagle (165) 
Spizaetus nijmlensis, Hodgson’s Hawk-Eagle (158) 
Spizaflus c. limnarrlus. Changeable Hawk- 
Eagle (160), ssp of 161 

6 Spizneltis rirr/ialus. Crested Hawk-Eagle (161) 

7 Circaetus gallinis. Short-toed Eagle (195) 


S’ Spilornh chfela. Crested Serpent Eagle (196) 

9 Spilornisc. davisnni, Andaman Pale Serpent 
Eagle (200), ssp of 196 

10 Spilornisc. minimus, Nicobar Crested Serpent 
Eagle (201), ssp of 196 

1 1 Spilomis l.lossi. Great Nicobar Serpent Eagle (202) 

12 Spilomis rigini, Andaman Dark Serpent 
Eagle (202a) 
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PLATE 21 
(Raptors in flight) 


1 Pandion haliaelus. Osprey (203) 

2 Hieraaelus Jasdatus, Bonelli’s Eagle (163) 

3 Circaetus galliais. Short-toed Eagle (195) 

4 Spilomis cheela. Crested Serpent Eagle (196) 

5 Spilomis klossi. Great Nicobar Serpent Eagle (202) 

6 Spilomis elgini, Andaman Dark Serpent Eagle (202a) 


7 Spizoelus drrhatus. Crested Hawk-Eagle (161) 

8 Avicedajerdoni, Blyth’s Baza (125) 

9 Spizoilus c. limnaeelus. Changeable Hawk- 
Eagle (160), ssp of 1 6 1 

10 Spizatlus nipalmsis, Hodgson’s Hawk- Eagle (158) 
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PLATE 22 

1 Elantis cafnileus, Blackwingcd Kite (124) 

2 Aviceda letipholes, Blackcrested Baza (127) 

3 Aviceda jerdoni, Blyth’s Baza ( 1 25) 

4 Acripiler badius, Shikra (139) 

5 Accipiter Irivirgalus, Crested Goshawk (144) 

6 Accipiter soloensis, Horsfield’s Goshawk (143) 

7 Accipiter b. butleri, Car Nicobar Shikra (141), 
ssp of 139 

8 Accipiter virgatus besra, Bcsra Sparrow-Hawk (151) 

9 Accipiter virgatus gularis, Eastern Bcsra Sparrow- 
Hawk (152) 

10 Accipiter gentilis. Goshawk (136) 

1 1 Accipiter nisiis nisosimilis, Sparrow-Hawk (117) 

. 12 Accipiternisusmelaschistns, Sparrow-Hawk [\W) 




PLATE 23 
(Raptors in flight) 


1 Aviceda leuphotes, Blackcrested Baza (127) 

2 Aviceda jerdoni, Blyth’s Baza (125) 

3 Elanus caeruleus, Blackwinged Kite (124) 

4 Accipiter trivirgatus, Crested Goshawk (144) 

5 Accipiter badius, Shikra (139) 

6 Accipiter soloensis, Horsfield’s Goshawk ( 143) 

7 Accipiter virgatus gularis. Eastern Besra Sparrow- 
Hawk (152) 


8 Accipiter b. butleri , Car Nicobar Shikra (141) 
ssp of 1 39 

9 Accipiter virgatus besra, Besra Sparrow- 
Hawk (151) 

10 Acn^tVfr nwur, Sparrow-Hawk (148) 

1 1 Accipiter geatilis. Goshawk ( 1 36) 









PLATE 25 

(Kites, Buzzards at>d Eagles in flight) 

1 Fcmw/iti/orAjnciis, Honey Buzzard (130) ^ F«feo /ago/iur, Roughlegged Buzzard (SE) 

2 Haliastur indus, Brahminy Kite (135) 8 Buteo rufinus. Longlegged Buzzard (153) 

3 F«fa5/ur teera, White-eyed Buzzard-Eagle ( 1 57) 9 FutoAemrYarrar, Upland Buzzard (154) 

4 Buteo buteo vulpinus. Desert Buzzard (155) 10 Hieraaetus kienerii, Rufousbellied Hawk-Eagle ( 1 65) 

5 Buteo buteo japonicus,j 2 ipsincsc Buzzard (156) 11 Hieraaetus pennatus, Booted Ha^s•k-Eagle (164) 

6 Typical buzzard flight style 
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PLATE 26 


1 Ictinaetus malarensis, Black Eagle ( 1 72) 

2 Aquila pomarina. Lesser Spotted Eagle (171) 

3 Aqtiila clanga. Greater Spotted Eagle (170) 

4 Aquila rapax vindhiana, Tawny Eagle (168) 


5 Aquila rapax nipatensis. Eastern Steppe Eagle (169) 

6 Aquila chiysaetos. Golden Eagle ( 1 66) 

7 Aquila heliaca. Imperial Eagle (167) 


From below 



PLATE 27 
(Eagles in flight) 

1 /c/inaetomaZoj'tnrw, Black Eagle (172) _ 5 /lyuiZa ro/ia.riiW/iianfl, Tawny Eagle (168) 

2 A9m7a/7omarina, Lesser Spotted Eagle (171) 6 Tyui/a rA^raf/oj, Golden Eagle ( 1 66) 

3 d^ut'/a f/anga, Greater Spotted Eagle (170) 7 d^mYa Af/iara, Imperial Eagle (167) 

4 Aquila rapax nipalensis. Eastern Steppe Eagle (169) 




PLATE 28 

(Baza, Kites, Buzzards & Eacics in fligltt) 


1 Avicecla leuphotes, Indian Blackcrcstcd Baza (127) 

2 FJamts cnenileus, Blackwingcd Kite (124) 

3 Biilaslur lefsa, Whiic-cycd Buzzard-Eagle (137) 

4 Stnlomh chffla. Crested Scr(3enl Eagle ( 19G) 

5 Dulen lagopus, Roiigiilegged Buzzard (SE) 

6 Aquila rapax nipnlnisis. Eastern Steppe Ettglc (169) 


7 Aquila danga. Greater Spotted Eagle ( 1 70) 

8 Aquila rapax vinilhiann. Tawny Eagle (168) 

9 Aquila dirysaetos, Goldeit Eagle (166) 

10 Aquila lieliara. Imperial Eagle (167) 

1 1 llitranelui fnsnalus, Bonelli’s Eagle (163) 

12 Spigartus dnhatas. Crested Hawk-Eagle (161 ) 


in o CO Ci 



PLATE 29 


1 Microhierax melanoleucos, \Vhitelegged Falconet (205) 

2 Microhierax caenilescens. Redbreasted Falconet (204) 

3 Butastiir teesa, 5Vhite-eyed Buzzard-Eagle (157) 

4 Falco naumanni, Lesser Kestrel (221 ) 

Falco vespertinus. Redlegged Falcon (220) 

Falco tinnunailus. Kestrel (222) 

Falco subbiileo. Hobby (212) 

Falco chicquera. Redheaded Merlin (219) 

Falco columbariits. Merlin (217) 


10 Falco snerus. Oriental Hobby (215) 

1 1 Falco roncolor. Sooty Falcon (216) 

12 Falco peregrinusjaponensis. Peregrine Falcon (209) 

1 3 Falco peregrinus peregrinator, Shaheen Falcon (211) 

14 Falco biarmiats jogger. Laggar Falcon (208) 

15 Falco pelegrinoides. Barbarv- Falcon (SE) 

16 Falco biamticus cherrug. Sakcr or Cherrug (Lanncr) 
Falcon (206) 

] 7 Falco biaraiiais milvipes. Shanghar Falcon (207 / 



PLATE 30 
(Falcons in flight) 


1 .Microhierax melanolrucos, Wfiitcleggcd Falconet (205) 

2 Falco naumanni. Lesser Kestrel (221) 

3 MicTohieTax caerulescens, Rcdbrcastcd Falconet (204) 

4 Falco tinnunnilus. Kestrel (222) 

5 Falco l espertinus. Redlegged Falcon (220) 

6 Falco columbarius. (2\1) 

7 Falco chicquera, Redheaded Merlin (219) 

8 Falco concoloT. Sooty Falcon (216) 


9 Falco senerus. Oriental Hobby (215) 

10 Falco subbuteo. Hobby (212) 

1 1 Falco biarmicus chtmig, Saker or Cherrug (Lanner) 
Falcon (206) 

12 Falco pfTcgrinus peregrinator, Shahccn Falcon (21 1) 

13 Falco peregrinusjaponensis. Peregrine Falcon (209) 

14 Falco biarmicus jogger, Laggar Falcon (208) 
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PLATE 31 


1 Francolinus francolinus, Black Partridge (238) 

2 Francolinus pondicerianus, Grey Partridge (246) 

3 Francolinus pintadeanus, Chinese Francolin (243) 

4 Francolinus piclus. Painted Partridge (241) 
Francolinus gularis, Swamp Partridge or Kyah (247) 
Arborophila lorqueola, Common Hill Partridge (267) 
Arborophila atrogularis, Whitenecked Hill 
Partridge (272) 


10 

11 

12 

13 


Arborophila mandellii. Redbreasted Hill 
Partridge (273) 

Arborophila rufogularis, Rufousthroated Hill 
Partridge (270) 

Arborophila r. intermedia (27 1 ), ssp 07270 
Galloperdix spadicea. Red Spurfowl (275) 
Galloperdix bicalcarata, Ceylon Spurfowl (279) 
Galloperdix lunulala. Painted Spurfowl f278) 





PLATE 32 


1 Turnix ^'Ivatica, Little Bustard-Quail (313) 

2 Tumix siisrilalor, Common Bustard-Quail (318) 

3 Tumix s. Ifggei (319), ssp of318 

4 Cotnmix chinensis^ Blucbrcastcd Quail (253) 

5 Tumix tanki, Yellowleggcd Button Quail (314) 

6 Colnmix columix, Grey Quail (250) 

7 Perdicula fiythrorlrynchn, Painted Bush Quail (262) 

8 Columix coromandelica, Blackbreastcd or Rain 
Quail (252) 

9 Perdicula manipurensis, Manipur Bush Quail (265) 


10 Perdicula argoondah, Rock Bush Quail (260) 

1 1 Perdicula arin/iVa, Jungle Bush Quail (255) 

12 Ophtysia superciliosa, Mountain Quail (280) 

13 Ammoperdix griseogularis, Sccscc Partridge (228) 

14 Lenva lerwa, Snow Partridge (227) 

15 Bambusicola fylchii. Bamboo Partridge (274) 

16 Alectoris chukar, Chukor Partridge (236) 

17 Perdix hodgsoniae, Tibetan Partridge (249) 

18 Megapodiusfr^cinet, Megapode (225) 
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PLATE 34 


1 Tragopnn melanocephalus. Western Tragopan (285) 
Tragopnn satyra, Crimson or Satyr Tragopan (286) 
Tetraophnsis szechenyii, Pheasant-Grouse (233) 

4 Tragopan temminckii, Tcmminck’s Tragopan (289) 

5 Tragopan hlylfiii, Blyth's or Greybcllicd 
Tragopan (288) 


6 Lopliophoms impejamis, Impeyan or Monal 
Pheasant (290) 

7 Lophophorus sclnleri, Sclater’s Monal (29 1 ) 

8 Tetraagallus tibelanus. 7'ihctan Snon'cock (229) 

9 Tfiraogaltus himalajensis, Himalayan Snowcock (232) 
10 Crossoptilon crossoplilon, Eared Pheasant (292) 



PLATE 35 


1 Pucrasia macTolopha, Koklas Pheasant (305) 

2 Calreus ivallichii, Chir Pheasant (307) 

3 Phasianus calckiais. Common Pheasant (SE) 

4 Lophura leucomelana, Kalij Pheasant (293) 

5 Ilhaginis cruenlus. Blood Pheasant (282) 

6 Callus gallus. Red Junglefowl (299) 


7 Syrmatiais humiae, Mrs Hume’s Barredback 
Pheasant (308) 

8 Gallus lafajetlii, Ceylon Junglefowl (302) 

9 Gallus sonneratii. Grey or Sonnerat’s 
J unglefowl (301) 

10 Poljplectron bicakaralum. Peacock-Pheasant (310) 




PLATE 36 


1 Rallus aqtialiais. Water Rail (327) 

2 Rallus slrialus, Blucbreastcd Banded Rail (329) 

3 Rallina fasciola, Redlcgged Banded Crake (33 1 ) 

4 Porzana parua, Little Crake (335) 

5 Rallina euri-onoides. Banded Crake (332) 

6 Porzana pusilla, Baillon's Crake n37) 

7 CrfX CTtx, Corn Crake (33'1) 

8 Porzana porzana, Spotted Crake (338) 

9 Porzana fusca. Ruddy Crake (339) 

10 Amattroniis ahool. Brown Crake (312) 

1 1 Anianromis hicolor, Elwes's Crake (34 1 ) 


12 Rallina canningi, Andaman Banded Crake (333) 

13 Gallicrex cinerea, Water Cock (346) 

14 Gallinula cliloropus. Moorhen (347) 

15 Fulica atra. Coot (350) 

16 Hydrophasianus chinirgus, Phc.nsant-tailed 
Jacana (358) 

17 Amauromis phoenicunis , Whitebrcaslcd 
Waterhen (343) 

18 Metopidius indiais. Bronzewinged Jacana (359) 

19 Porphyrio porphyrio, Purple Moorhen (319) 











PLATE 38 


1 Cursorius cursor, Creamcoloured Courser (439) 

2 Cursorius coromandeticus, Indian Courser (440) 

3 Cursorius bitorqualus,}crdon's or Doublebandcd 
Courser (441) 

4 Glareola pralincola. Collared Pratincole (443) 

5 Glareola laclea. Small Indian Pratincole (444) 

6 Pluvialis squatarola, Grey or Blackbellied Plover (371) 

7 Pluvialis dominica, Eastern Golden Plover (373) 


8 Rostralula benghalensis. Painted Snipe (429) 

9 Vanellus vanellus. Lapwing (364) 

10 Vanellus spinosus, Spurwinged Lapwing (369) 

1 1 Vanellus indicus, Redwattled Lapwing (366) 

12 Vanellus cinereus, Greyheaded Lapwing (365) 

13 Vanellus malabaricus, Yellow-wattled Lapwing (370) 

14 Vanellus leucurus, Whitetailed Lapwing (362) 

13 Vanellus gregarius, Sociable Lapwing (363) 
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plate 39 


1 Vaneltus vanellus, 'Lapwing (364:) . ,o/'c\ 

2 Vanellus indicus, Redwattled Lap%Mng ( ) 

3 Vanellus cinereus. Greyheaded LaP'" S 

4 Vanellus leucurus, ^Vhltetaded Lap S 

5 hLuIoPus Oystercateher (360) 

6 Recurviroslra f pT^'^Pr 434) 

7 Dramas ardeola,CTah Vio\er ( ) , q - i, 

8 Himantopus hi^nanlop^^gf St, It (430) 

9 Numenius phaeopus, W himbrel (38 ) 


Limosa limosa, Blacktailed Godwit (389) 

Asian Dowitcher ^03) 

Numenius arquala, Curlew (388) 

Burhinus Stone Curie ( ) 

Esacus magnirostris, Great Stone er (437) 
Ibidorhyncha strulhersii, Ibisbill (433) 






PLATE 40 


1 Charadrius placidus, Longbilled Ringed Plover (383) 

2 Charadrius hiaticuta, Ringed Plover (378) 

3 Charadrius dubius, Little Ringed Plover (380) 

4 Charadrius alexandrinus, Kentish Plover (381) 

5 Charadrius mongolus, Lesser Sand Plover (384) 

6 Charadrius leschanautlii, Large Sand Plover (374) 

7 Charadrius asialicus, Caspian Sand Plover (376) 

8 Calidris mimta. Little Stint (416) 

9 Calidris temminckii, Temminck’s Stint (417) 

10 Calidris subminuta, Longtoed Stint (418) 


1 1 Calidris acuminata, Asian Pectoral Sandpiper (419) 

12 Calidris tenuirostris, Eastern Knot (413) 

1 3 Calidris canuta. Knot (4 1 2) 

14 Ca/iVm a//(!na, Dunlin (420) 

15 Calidris testacea, Curlew-Sandpiper (422) 

16 Limicola Jalcinellus, Broadbillcd Sandpiper (424) 

1 7 Phalaropus lobatus, Rednecked Phalarope (428) 

18 Eurynorhynchus pyemeus, Spoonbilled 
Sandpiper (423) 

19 Calidris alba, Sanderling (414) 





1 Charadrius hiaticula, Rin^d Plo^ (380) 

2 Charadrius dubius, Little^nged Plm er 

3 Charadrius aUxarulrim^, Rorer Ssl) 

t CAarcdriu.mongoto, Lesser Sand Plo^er^3» , 

5 Calidris alba, Sanderlmg (414) 

6 Calidris alpma, I^nlin (420) 

7 Calidris Ustacra, Curlew-S^dpiper (42/; 

8 Ca/tdris minufa, Lit^ Stint ( ,, Vt:nt(417) 

9 Calidris lemminckii, Temminck s Stmt Ri /) 


PLATE 41 
(Waders in flight) 

10 Cfl/irfriiranula, Knot (412) 

1 1 Calidris temirostris. Eastern Krm ( ) 

',2 toum. -Ssr 

14 Scolopax rusticola, \S oodcock (41 ) 

15 Gallinago stenura. Pintail Snipe (40 ) 

16 RoslralL bmghal^s, 

1 7 Cursorius cursor, Creamcoloured Courser 

18 Cursorius coromandelicus, Indian Courser (440) 










1 Haematopus ostralegus, Oystercatcher (360) 

2 Limnodromus semipalmatus. Snipebilled Godwit or 
Asian Dowitcher (403) 

3 Ibidorhynclta slnilhersii, Ibisbill (433) 

4 Ahimenius arquala, Curlew (388) 

5 Limosa limosa, Blacktailed Godwit (389) 

6 Limosa Inpponica, Bartailed Godwit (391) 


PLATE 42 

7 A'«mrni»r///(fffo/iHr, \VhitnbrcI (385) 

8 Himanlopus liimnnlopus, Blackwinged 
Stilt (430) 

9 Dramas ardrola. Crab Plover (434) 

10 Rrnirrirostra avosrila, A\'occt (132) 

1 1 Barhims oedknemus, Stone Curlew (436) 

12 Esacits magnirostris. Great Stone Plo\ er (437) 



PLATE 43 


1 Tringa lolanus. Redshank (393) 

2 Tringa slagnalilis. Marsh Sandpiper (395) 

3 Tringa nebularia, Greenshank (396) 

4 Tringa gultifer. Spotted Greenshank (399) 

5 Tringa glareola. Wood Sandpiper (398) 

6 Tringa ochropus. Green Sandpiper (397) 

7 Tringa lerek, Terek Sandpiper (400) 


8 Armaria inlerpres, Turnstone (402) 

9 Tringa hypoleucos. Common Sandpiper (401) 

10 Gallinago minima. Jack Snipe (410) 

1 1 Gallinago gallinago, Fantail Snipe (409) 

12 Philomachus pugnax, Ruff and Reeve (426) 

13 5colo/»aji: ntsficola, Woodcock (411) 




Pluvialis squalarola. Grey Plover (371) 

Glareola pratincola. Collared Pratincole (4-12) 
Glareola p. maldivanim (Oriental) Collared 
Pratincole (4-13), ssp of 442 ,,,,,, 

Glareola lactea. Small Indian Pratincole (-144) 
pluvialis afmearia^ Golden Plover (37*.) 

Arenaria interpres, Turnstone (402) 

Pluvialis dominka. Pastern Golden 1 lo\cr (3/3) 


plate TI 

(Waders in flight) 

8 Trima odmpus. Green Sandpiper (397) 

I rS enAus, Spotted or Redshank (392) 

10 Trin^a nehularia, Greensliank (SJC)) 

1 1 Tritia glareola. Wood Sandpiper (398) 

12 Trin^a (oMnus, Rccisbnnk (JJJ) 

13 Tringa liypoleucns, Common S-'‘"'*P'P' ' 

Tringa lerek. Terek Sandpiper (400) 

15 Philomacliuspugnax.RiifrnMiT^''^'^' (I- 








PLATE 45 


1 Catharacla skua antarctka, Antarctic Skua (445) 

2 Slercorarius pomarinus, Pomatorhine Skua or 
Jaeger (447) 

3 Rynchops albicollis, Indian Skimmer (484) 

4 Catharacla skua maccormicki. (Maccormick's Skua) 
Antarctic Skua (446a) 

5 Slercorarius parasiticus. Parasitic or Richardson's 
Skua orjaeger (448) 


6 Larus ichlhjaetus. Great Blackheaded Gull (453) 

7 Larus hemprichii. Sooty (449) 

8 Lotus argentatus. Herring Gull (450) 

9 Larus Justus, Lesser Blackbacked Gull (452) 

10 Larus minutus, Little Gull (457) 

1 1 Lotus ridibundus, Blackheaded Gull (455) 

12 Larus genei. Slenderbilled Gull (456) 

13 Larus brunnicephalus, Brownheaded Gull (454) 



PLATE 46 


1 Chlidonias niger, Black Tern (459a) 

2 Chlidonias leucopterus, Whitewinged Black Tern (459) 

3 Chlidonias hybrida, Whiskered Tern (458) 

4 Slema albifrons, Little Tern (475) 

5 Gyeis alba, Indian Ocean White Tern or Fairy 
fern (483) 

6 Slema dougallii. Roseate or Rosy Tern (466) 

7 Sltma nprtssa, Whitecheeked Tern (467) 

8 Slema hintndo, Common Tern (464) 

9 Sterna aurantia, Indian River Tern (463) 


10 Hydnprogne taspia, Caspian Tern (462) 

1 1 Sterna bergii. Large Crested Tern (478) 

12 Slema sumatrana, Blacknapcd Tern (468) 

13 Sterna acuticttuda, Blackbcilied Tern (470) 

14 Sterna bengalensis, Indian Lesser Crested Tern (479) 

15 Geloehelidon nilotica, Gullbilled Tern (460) 

16 Sterna fuscata, Sooty Tern (474) 

17 Anaus slolidus, Noddy Tern (481) 

18 Slema sandoicensis. Sandwich Tern (480) 

19 Slema anaethetus, Brownwinged Tern (47 1 ) 



PLATE 47 

1 Plerocles orientaUs, Imperial Sandgrouse (489) 5 Plerodes indkus, Painted Sandgrouse (492) 

2 Pterocles coronalus, Coronetted Sandgrouse (490) 6 Plerodes senegallus, Spotted Sandgrouse (488) 

3 Plerodes i. arabicus, Closebarred Sandgrouse (491), 7 Plerodes alchata, Large Pintail Sandgrouse (486) 

sspof492 8 Syrrhaptes paradoxus, Pallas’s Sandgrouse (485a) 

4 Pterocles exustus, Indian Sandgrouse (487) 9 Syrrhaptes tibetanus, Tibetan Sandgrouse (485) 






PLATE 48 

1 Co/umia /iVia, Blue Rock Pigeon (517) 9 Z)ac«/aa?n?a, Green Imperial Pigeon (506) 

2 Columba oenas. Stock Pigeon (SE) 10 Ducula bicolor, Pied Imperial Pigeon (509) 

3 Co/umifl eaerrmantif, Eastern Stock Pigeon (518) 11 Co/umia^uni«a, Purple Wood Pigeon (524) 

4 Columba rupestris,HillFigeon {515) 12 Columba lorringtoni, Ceylon Wood Pigeon (522) 

5 Columba leuconota, Snow Pigeon {513) 13 Columba palumboides, Andzimn Wood Pigeon {525) 

6 Columba palumbus, WoodPigeon {519) 14 Co/umAa Aoi/gjonii, Speckled Wood Pigeon (520) 

7 Columba elphinslonii, Nilgiri Wood Pigeon (521) 15 Ducula badia, Imperial Pigeon (510) 

8 Columba pulchricollis. Ashy Wood Pigeon (523) 





PLATE 49 


1 'Treron sphenura. Wedgetailed Green Pigeon (494) 

2 Treron phoenicoplera, Y ellowlegged Green 
Pigeon (503) 

3 Treron pompadora. Pompadour or Greyfronted Green 
Pigeon (496) 

4 Treron curviroslra, Thickbilled Green Pigeon (495) 

5 Treron apicauda. Pintailed Green Pigeon (493) 

6 Treron bicincta, Orangebreasted Green Pigeon (501 ) 

7 Caloenas nicobarica, Nicobar Pigeon (544b) 

8 Macropygia unckall, Bartailed Cuckoo-Dove (526) 


9 Chalcophaps indka. Emerald or Bronzewinged 
Dove (542) 

10 Macropygia rufipennis, Andaman Cuckoo-Dove (527) 

1 1 Streptopelia tranquebarica. Red Turtle Dove (535) 

12 Streptopelia decaocto, Indian Ring Dove (534) 

13 Streptopelia senegalensis. Little Brown or Senegal 
Dove (541) 

14 Streptopelia chinensis. Spotted Dove (537) 

15 Streptopelia turtur. Turtle Dove (529) 

16 Streptopelia orientalis. Rufous Turtle Dove (532) 




PLATE 50 


1 Psitlacula caniceps, Nicobar Parakeet (553) 

2 Psitlacula derbyana. Lord Derby’s Parakeet (554) 

3 Psiltanda eupatria, Alexandrine Parakeet (546) 

4 Psitlacula ftnschii. Eastern Slatyheaded 
Parakeet (563) 

5 Psitlacula cyanocephala. Blossomheaded 
Parakeet (558) 

6 Psittanda himalayana, Slatyheaded Parakeet (562) 

7 Psitlacula roseata. Eastern Blossomheaded 
Parakeet (559) 


8 Psitlacula longicauda, Redcheeked Parakeet (555) 

9 Psitlacula krameri, Roseringed Parakeet (550) 

10 Psitlacula columboides, Bluewinged Parakeet (561) 

1 1 Psittanda alexaiidri, Redbreasled Parakeet (551) 

12 Psittanda calthropae, Laj ard’s Panikcet (565) 

13 Ij)rindus beyllinus, Ceylon Lorikeet (568) 

14 iMcintlus vemalis, Indian Lorikeet (566) 


PLATE 51 


1 Cuculus sparverioides. Large Hawk-Cuckoo (572) 

2 Cuculus jugax, Hodgson’s Hawk-Cuckoo (575) 

3 Cuculus varius. Common Hawk-Cuckoo or 
Brainfever Bird (573) 

4 Chalcites maculatus. Emerald Cuckoo (586) 

5 Cacomantis merulinus, Rufousbellied Plaintive 
Cuckoo (585) 


6 Cacomantis sonneratii, Indian Banded Bay 
Cuckoo (582) 

7 Chalcites xanthorhynchus, Violet Cuckoo (587) 

8 Cacomantis passerinus, Indian Pl^ntive Cuckoo (584) 

9 Cuculus poliocephalus. Small Cuckoo (581) 

10 Cuculus micTopterus, Indian Cuckoo (576) 

1 1 Cuculus canorus. The Cuckoo (578) 








PLATE 52 


1 Rhopodytes viridiroslris. Small Greenbilled 
Malkoha (595) 

2 Clamator Jacobirius, Pied Crested Cuckoo (57 1 ) 

3 Clamator coTomandus, Redwinged Crested 
Cuckoo (569) 

4 Rhopodytes tristis, Large Greenbilled Malkoha (593) 

5 Taccoaia leschcnaultii, Sirkeer Guckoo (598) 


6 Centropus toulou. Lesser Goucal (605) 

7 Phaenicophaeus pyrrhoctphalus, Redfaced 
Malkoha (599) 

8 Ce«/ro/it/r Jt«fnrt.r, Grow-Pheasant or Coucal (600) 

9 Centropus chlororhynchus, Ceylon Coucal (604) 

10 Centropus (sinensis) andamanensis, Andaman 

Crow-Pheasant (603) 




PLATE 53 

1 Bubo bubo, Eagle-Owl or Great Horned Owl (627) 7 Asia JIammeus, Shorteared Owl (664) 

2 5«6o ni^a/rnrij. Forest Eagle-Owl (628) 8 Bufto Bro\s-n Fish Owl (631) 

3 Bubo coTomandus, Dusky Homed Owl (630) 9 Strix aluco, Himalayan \Vood Owl (662) 

4 Slrix leplogrammica. Brown W’oad Owl (659) 10 Strix butleri, Hume'sW'ood Owl (654) 

5 S'/ri.v Mottled ^Vood Otvl (657) 11 BuboJIavipes,'TawnyTishOwl (633) 

6 Asio otus. Longeared Otv’l (663) 











PLATE 54 


1 Otus brucei. Striated, or Pallid, Scops Owl (614) 

2 Otus spilocephalus, Spotted Scops Owl (612) 

3 Otus scops, Scops Owl (617) 

4 Otus bakkamoena. Collared Scops Owl (623) 

5 Glaucidium r. castanonotum (638), ssp of 636 

6 Glaucidium cuculoides, Barred Owlet (639) 

7 Glaucidium brodiei. Collared Pigmy Owlet (635) 

8 Glaucidium racliatum. Jungle Owlet (636) 

9 Aegolius funereus, Tengmalm’s Owl or Boreal 
Owl (665) 


10 Athene noctua, Little Owl (648) 

1 1 Athene blewitli. Forest Spotted Owlet (653) 

12 Athene brama, Spotted Owlet (652) 

13 oAtcura (645), sspof642 

14 Ninox scutulata, Brown Hawk-Owl (642) 

15 Phodilus badius. Bay Owl (609) 

16 lyto alba. Barn Owl (606) 

1 7 Tyto capensis. Grass Owl (608) 





PLATE 55 

1 Bafrtic/iostomus monUiger, Ceylon Frogmouth (666) 1 Ca/irimui’gu5 q^mw, Franklin’s or Allied 

2 Batrachoslomus bodgsani.YioA^son sYrogmoxiih (667) Nightjar (682) 

3 Caprimulgus mahratlerisis, Sykes’s Nightjar (674) 8 Caprimulgus asialicus. Common Indian 

4 Caprimulgus europaeus, European Nightjar (673) Nightjar (680) 

5 Caprimulgus aeg)'ptius, Egyptian Nightjar (673a) 9 Caprimulgus macrurus. Longtailed Nightjar { 675 ) 

6 Caprimulgus indinis. Indian Jungle Nightjar (671) 10 Euroslopodus macrotis. Great Eared Nightjar 1669) 





PLATE 56 




1 Chaetura sylvatica, Whiterumped Spinetail (692) 

2 CoUocalia brevirostris, Himalayan Swiftlet (683) 

3 CoUocalia esculenta, Whitebellied Swiftlet (687) 

4 Apus ajfinis, House Swift (703) 

5 Apus pallidus. Pallid Swift (697) 

6 Apus apus. The Swift (696) 

7 Apus paciftcus, Large Whiterumped Swift (699) 

8 CoUocalia unicolor, Indian Edible-nest Swiftlet (685) 

9 Apus acuticauda, Darkbacked Swift (698) 


10 Chaetura gigantea. Large Brownthroated Spinetail 
Swift (691) 

1 1 Chaetura cochinchinensis, Cochinchina Spinetail 
Swift (690) 

12 Alpine Swift (693) 

13 Cypsiurus parvus. Palm Swift (707) 

14 Chaetura caudacula, Whitethroated Spinetail 
Swift (688) 


cr> u> 



PLATE 57 

1 Harpactes eijthrocephalus. Redheaded Trogon (715) 7 

2 Harpactes wardi,Wz.rd’sTrogon (716) 8 

3 /7ar^flc<e5_/£uaafiw, Malabar Trogon (71 1) 9 

4 jVfero/ir /ejcArnaute, Chestnutheaded Bee-eater (744) 10 

A(yctyomis athertoni, Bluebearded Bee-eater (753) 1 1 

Merops superciliosus, Bluecheeked Bee-eater (747) 12 


Merops apiaster, European Bee-eater (746) 
Coracias garrulus, European Roller (754) 
Merops philippinus, Bluetailed Bee-eater (748) 
Merops orienCalis, Green Bee-eater (750) 
Coracias benghalensis, Indian Roller (755) 
Eujystomus orientalis. Broadbilled Roller (758) 
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PLATE 58 


1 Ceryte Ittgubris, Himalayan Pied Kingfisher (7 1 7) 

2 Cejx e. nifidorsus? {727a), ssp of 727? 

3 Cetyle nidis, Lesser Pied Kingfisher (719) 

4 Cy.v erithacus. Threetoed Kingfisher (727) 

5 Alcedo meninting, Blue-eared Kingfisher (725) 

6 Alcedo allhis, Common, or Small Blue, 
Kingfisher (723) 

7 Alcedo liercules, Blyth’s, or Great Blue, 

Kingfisher (721) 


8 Halcyon pileala, Blackcappcd Kingfisher (739) 

9 Pelargopsis capensis, SlorkhiWcd Kingfisher (730) 

10 Halcyon chloris, Whitccollarcd Kingfisher (7‘10) 

1 1 Halcyon coromanda^ Ruddy Kingfisher (733) 

12 Pelargopsis amauroplera, Browinvingcd 
Kingfisher (729) 

13 Haln’on smyrnensis, Whitcbrcasled Kingfisher (735) 

14 Uptipa epops. Hoopoe {763) 





2 



1 Rhyticeros plicatus, Narcondam Hombill (773) 

2 Tockus birostris. Common Grey Hornbill (767) 

3 Ptilolaemus lickelli, Whitethroated Brown 
Hornbill (770) 

4 Buceros bicomis. Great Pied Hornbill (776) 


PLATE 59 

5 Tockus griseus, Malabar Grey Hombill (768) 

6 Anthratoceros malabaricus, Indian Pied Hornbill (774) 

7 Rhyticeros undulatus. Wreathed Hombill (772) 

8 Anlhracoceros coronatus, Malabar Pied Hombill (775) 

9 Aceros nipalensis, Rufousnecked Hornbill (771) 



PLA TE 60 


1 Megalaima lineata, Lincatcd Barbel (78-1) 

2 Megalaima viridis. Small Green Barbel (785) 

3 Megalaima zeylanica. Large Green Barbel (782) 

4 Megalaima virens, Greal Hill Barbel (778) 

5 Megalaima asiatica, Bluclhroaled Barbel (788) 

6 Megalaima franklinii, Goldenlhroalcd Barbel (787) 

7 Megalaima Jlavifrons, Ycllowfronled Barbel (786) 

8 Megalaima Itaemacep/iala, Crimsonhreasted Barbel 
or Coppersmilh (792) 

9 legalaima r. malabarica ( 790) , ssp of 79 1 
10 Megalaima nibricapilla, Crimsonlliroaled 

Barbel (791) 


1 1 Megalaima australis, Blue-eared Barbel (789) 

12 Chiysocalaptes festivus, Blackbacked Woodpecker (858) 

13 Dinopium benglialense , Lesser Goldenbacked 
Woodpecker (819) 

14 Dinopium b. psarodes (823), ssp ofOlO 

15 Dinopium sbnrii, Himalayan Goldenbacked 
Tlireeloed Woodpecker (82'1) 

16 Dinopium javanense, Indian Goldcnbacketl 
’I'lircelocd Woodpecker (825) 

17 Chnsocolaptes lucidus. Larger Goldenbacked 
Woodpecker (861) 

1 8 Chrysocolaptes 1. stricklandi (863) , ssp ofSO 1 





PLATE 61 


1 Dendrocopos moluccensis, Browncapped 
Woodpecker (SE) 

2 Pirumnus innominalus. Speckled Piculet (798) 

3 Picoides canicapitliu, Greycrowned Pigmy 
Woodpecker (850) 

4 Hemicirnis canenle, Heartspotted Woodpecker (856) 

5 Sasia ochracea. Rufous Piculet (800) 

6 Picoides atiriceps, Brownfronted Pied 
\Voodpecker (842) 

7 Picoides tridactylus. Threetoed Woodpecker (855) 

8 Picoides alratus. Stripebreasted Pied 
NVoodpecker (844) 

9 Picoides mahrattensis. Yellowfronted Pied 
\Voodpecker (847) 

10 Picoides macei, Fulvousbreasted Pied 
Woodpecker (845) 


1 1 Hypopicus hypeiylhms, Rufousbellied Woodpecker 
or Sapsucker (833) 

12 Picoides assiniilis. Sind Pied Woodpecker (835) 

13 Picoides cathpharius. Crimsonbreasted Pied 
Woodpecker (840) 

14 Picoides major, Great Spotted, or Redcrowned Pied, 
Woodpecker (834) 

1 5 Picoides himalayensis. Himalayan Pred 
Woodpecker (837) 

16 Picoides h. albescens (836), ssp of837 

1 7 Dendrocopos leucoplerus, \S'hitemantled 
Woodpecker (SE) 

18 Picoides darjellensis, Darjeeling Pied 
Woodpecker (838) 






PLATE 62 


1 Jynx torquilla. Wryneck (796) 

2 Pirns chlorolophus, Small Yellownaped 
Woodpecker (815) 

3 Picus c. chlorigasitr (816), ssp of 8 1 5 

4 Picus Jlavinvtha, Large Yellownaped 
Woodpecker (813) 

5 Picus cams, Blacknapcd Green Woodpecker (809) 

6 Picus squamatus, Scnlybellicd Green 
\Voodpecker (807) 


8 Dtyocopusjavensis, Indian Great Black 
Woodpecker (830) 

9 D^ocopusj. hodgei (831), ssp of 830 

10 MulUripicus pulverulenhis, Himalayan Great Slaty 
Woodpecker (828) 

1 1 Picus viltalus, Laced Woodpecker (SE) 

12 Gteinuius grantia, Paleheadcd Woodpecker (827) 

13 Blythipicus pjrrhotis, Redcared Ba)' 

Woodpecker (857) 
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1 Psarisomus dalhousiae, Longtailed Broadbill (865) 

2 Orioltis oriolus, Golden Oriole (953) 

3 Serilophus lunatus. Collared Broadbill (864) 

4 Oriolus xanthonius. Blackheaded Oriole (958) 

5 Oriolus chineiisis dijfusus, Blacknaped Oriole (954) 

6 Oriolus chinensis tenuirostris. Slenderbilled 
Blacknaped Oriole (955) 


PLATE 63 
7 C 


7 Oriolus traillii. Maroon Oriole (961) 

8 Pitta cyanea. Blue Pitta (871) 

9 Pitta sordida, Hooded or Greenbreasted Pitta (869) 

10 Pitta nipalensis, Bluenaped Pitta (866) 

1 1 Pitta moluccensis, Blueu inged Pitta (868) 

12 Pitta brachyura, Indiair Pitta (867) 





PLATE 64 


1 Mirafra javanica, Singing Bush Lark (872) 

2 Mirafra assamica. Bush Lark (873) 

3 Mirafra a. affnis (874), ssp of 873 

4 Mirafra erythroptera, Rcdwingcd Bush Lark (877) 

5 Errmopttrix grisea, Ashycrowncd Fincli-Lark (878) 

6 Eremoplerix nigriceps, Biackcro\s'ncd Finch-Lark (879) 

7 Ammomanrs deserti, Desert Finch-Lark (880) 

8 Alaemon alaudipes, Bifasciated, or Large Desert, 

Lark (884) 

9 Ammomanes p/wrnicunis. Rufoustailed Finch- 
Lark (882) 

10 Ammomanrs cincturus, Bartailed Desert Lark (881) 

1 1 Mtlanocorypha bimaculata, Eastern Calandra 
Lark (892) 


12 Mtlanocorypha calandra, Calandra Lark (SE) 

13 Calandrrtla rufcsccns. Lesser Short-toed Lark (888a) 

14 Calandrclla cinerca, Short-toed Lark (886) 

15 Calandrelta raytal. Sand Lark (891 ) 

16 Mcalanocoiypha maxima, Longbillcd Calandra 
Lark (894) 

1 7 Eremophila alprstris. Horned Lark (897) 

18 Eremophila a. albigida (895), ssp of 897 

19 Galerida deva, Sykes’s Crested Lark (902) 

20 Galerida erislala. Crested Lark (899) 

21 Galerida malabarica, Malabar Crested Lark (901) 

22 Alauda gulgula. Eastern Skylark (907) 

23 Alauda arvensis. Skylark (903) 
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PLATE 65 


1 HemipToaie longipennis. Crested Tree Swft (709) 

2 Riparia riparia. Collared Sand Martin (910) 

3 Riparia paludicola. Plain Sand Martin (912) 

4 Hinindo obsoleta. Pale Crag Martin (915) 

5 Hirundo rupestris, Crag Martin (913) 

6 Hirundo concolor. Dusky Crag J^Iartin (914) 

7 Delichon nipalensis, Nepal House Martin (932) 

8 Delichon dagypus, Asian House Martin (SE) 

9 Hirundo smilkii, 5Viretailed Swallo\s' (92 1 ) 

10 Delichon urbica. House \Iartin (931) 


1 1 Hirundo rustica, Swallow (916) 

12 Hirundo r. tytleri (918), ssp of9I6 

13 Hirundo tahitica. House Swallow (919) 

14 Hirundo daurica, Striated or Redrumped 
S^rallow (927) 

15 Hirundo d. hypeiythra (928), ssp of927 

16 Artamus leucorhynchm, Whitebreasted Swallow 
Shrike (983) 

17 Hirundo Jluvicola, Indian CliETSwallow (922) 

18 Artamus fuscus. Ashy Swallow-Shrike (982) 




PLATE 66 


1 Hjpolhj'mh actirfa, Blacknapcd Flycatcher (1465) 

2 Trrpsiphont poTodhi, Paradise Flycatcher (1461) 

3 Rhipidura a. albogularis ( 1 458). ssp of 1 453 

4 Rhipidura aureola, ^Vhitcbrowed Fantail 
Flycatcher (1451) 

5 Rhipidura albicoltis, W’hitcthroated Fantail 
Flycatcher (1455) 

6 Lanius vitlatus, Baybacked Shrike (940) 

7 Ijjuiusc. isabellinus (943), ssp ofDll 

8 luinius (. phoenievToides (942), ssp of 94 1 

9 Lanius crislatus, Brown Shrike (949) 


10 Lanius collurioides, Burmese Shrike (938) 

1 1 Lanius minor, Lesser Grey Shrike (937) 

12 Lanius excubitor, Grey Shrike (933) 

13 Lanius coliurio, Rcdbackcd Shrike (941) 

14 Lanius senator, Woodchat Shrike (951) 

15 Lanius Uphronotus, Grcybackcd or Tibetan 
Shrike (945) 

16 BombjidUa garrulus, Waxwing (1062) 

17 Ijinius schach, Rufousbacked Shrike (946) 

18 Lanius 3. tricolor (918), ssp of9l6 

19 Hypocolius ampelinus. Grey Hypocolius (1063) 




PLATE 67 


1 Dicrunis adsimilis, Black Drongo or King-Crow (963) 

2 Dicrunis remifer. Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo (972) 

3 Dicrunis annectans, Crowbilled Drongo (970) 

4 Dicrunis paradiseus. Greater Racket-tailed 
Drongo (976) 

5 Dicruras p. lophorhinus (979), ssp of 976 

6 ZJ/cromraenrar, Bronzed Drongo (971) 

7 Dicrunis holtentottus, Haircrested or Spangled 
Drongo (973) 


8 Dicrunis leucophaeus. Grey or Ashy Drongo (965) 

9 Dicrunis 1. salangensis (966a), ssp of 965 

10 Dicrunis andamanensis, Andzmzn Drongo (975) 

1 1 Sumiculus lugubris, Drongo-Cuckoo (588) 

12 Dicrurus cacrulescens, Whitebellied Drongo (967) 

13 ductus ductus. Whitebreasted Dipper ( i 773) 

14 ductus pattasii. Brown Dipper ( 1 775) 



o 
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PLATE 68 


1 Aplonis panayensis. Glossy Stare or Starling (986) 

2 Saroglossa spiloplera, Spottedwinged Stare (984) 

3 Slttnjus malabarinis, Greyheaded Myna (987) 

4 Sltirmis m. blyllii (988), ssp of 987 

5 Sltimus pagodanm, Blackiieaded or Brahminy 
Myna (994) 

6 Slumus slumimis, Daurian Myna (995) 

7 Slumus senrx, Ceylon Whiteheaded Myna or 
Starling (993) 

8 Slumus riythropygius, Wliiteheadcd Myna (991) 

9 Slumus vulgaris, Starling (997) 

1 0 Slumus roseus. Rosy Pastor (996) 


1 1 Slumus conira, Pied Myna (1002) 

12 Acridollieres Irislis, Common Myna (1006) 

1 3 Slumus sinensis, Chinese or Greybacked 
Myna (1005) 

14 Acridollieres ginginianus. Bank Myna (1008) 

15 Acridollieres fuscus,J»ng\c Myna (1009) 

16 Mino coronalus, Goldcrested Myna (1014) 

17 Acridollieres albocindus, CoWared Myna (1013) 

18 Acridollieres javanims, Orangcbillcd Jungle 
Myna (1012) 

19 Cracula religiosa. Hill Myna (1015) 

20 Cracula plilogenys, Ceylon Hill Myna (1019) 











PLATE 69 


1 Carrulus lanceolalus, Blackthroated Jay (1022) 

2 Garrulus glandarius, Redcrowned Jay (1020) 

3 Pica pica, Whiterumped Magpie (1029) 

4 Cissa chinensis. Green Magpie (1023) 

5 Ceylon Magpie (1024) 

6 Cissa Jlavirostris, Yellowbilled Blue Magpie (1026) 

7 Cissa erythroThyncha, Redbilled Blue Magpie (1027) 

8 Dendrocitta formosae, Himalayan Tree Pie (1038) 


9 Dendrocitta leucogastra, Whitebellied Tree Pie (1036) 

10 Dendrocitta vagabunda, Indian Tree Pie (1032) 

1 1 Dendrocitta frontalis, Blackbrowed Tree Pie (1035) 

12 Dendrocitta bayl^i, Andaman Tree Pie (1040) 

13 Kudjraga cayocatactes. Nutcracker (1042) 

14 Kucifraga c. hemispila (1043), ssp of 1042 

15 Podoces humilis, Hume’s Ground Chough (1041) 







PLATE 72 


1 Aegithina liphia. Common lora (1098) 

2 Mygomis pyrrhoura. Firetailed Myzornis (1338) 

3 Aegithina nigrolulea, Marshall’s lora (1 102) 

4 Chloropsis liardwickii, Orangebellied Chloropsis or 
Leaf Bird (1 106) 

5 Chloropsis aurifrons, Goldenfronted Cliloropsis or 
LcafBird (1103) 

6 Chloropsis cochinchinensis, Goldmantled Chloropsis 
or LcafBird (1108) 


7 Pycnonolus jocosus, Redwhiskered Bulbul ( 1 1 2 1 ) 

8 Hypsipetesjlai’olus, Browneared Bulbul (1 147) 

9 Pycnonolus cafer, Redvented Bulbul (1 128) 

1 0 Pycnonolus c. bengalensis ( 1 1 3 1 ) , ssp' of 1 1 28 

1 1 Pycnonolus 1. leucotis ( 1 1 23), ssp of 1 1 25 

12 Pycnonolus leucogenys, Whitechecked Bulbul (1 125) 

13 Hypsipetes madagascariensis. Black Bulbul (1 148) 

14 Irena puella. Fair)' Bluebird (1 109) 




PLATE 73 

1 com/ronj, Finchbilled Bulbul (1111) 9 /^'cnorioto_/7a£)H«ru, Blyth’s Bulbul (1137) 

2 Pjcnonotus slriatus. Striated Green Bulbul (1133) 10 Pycnonotus penicillatus, Yellotveared Bulbul (1136) 

3 Pycnonotus priocephalus. Greyheaded Bulbul ( 1 1 H) 11 Hypsipeles mcclellandi, Rufousbellied Bulbul (1146) 

4 /^'ej!ono<ium./fl/wwnlrij(1115), sspoflll7 12 Hypsipetesvmdescens,0\\\’cE\s\b\i[{\Hl) 

5 Pycnonotus m.gularis{l\\G),sspotl\n 13 /^rnonoto 7ufro7i«, Whitebrowed Bulbul (1 138) 

6 ^'cnonotome/am’clrrtts, Blackheaded Yellow 14 Nicobar Bulbul (1 142) 

Bulbul (1117) 15 Hypsipetes indicus, Ycllowbrowed Bulbul ( 1 144) 

7 /^’cnonotoafrice/jr, Blackheaded Bulbul (1 1 12) 16 Crj‘ngfrJZar<o/ur, Whitethroated Bulbul (1 146) 

8 Pycnonotus xantholaemus, Yellowthroated 
Bulbul (1135) 



PLATE 74 


1 Stachyris nififrnns, Redfrontcd Babbler ( 1 209) 

2 5'/«f//)'m^rr/(o/u,Rcdbillcd Babbler (1211) 

3 Stachyris chiysaea, Goldhcadcd Babbler (1212) 

4 3/nrro7ioHj_^i//flnV, Ycllowbreaslcd Babbler‘(1228) 

5 Stachyris nijiceps, Redheaded Babbler (1210) 

6 Dumetia hypetythra, Rufousbcllicd Babbler (1222) 

7 Dumetia h. abuetisis (1219), ssp of 1 222 

8 Stachyris ot;lci, Austen's Spotted Babbler (1218) 

9 Stachyris nijiriceps, Blackthroated Babbler (1214) 

10 Rhopocichia atriceps, Blacklicaded Babbler (1224) 

1 1 Rhopocichia a. siccalus (1226), ssporr224 

1 2 Pornatorhimis f. Jormosus ( 1 1 87) , ssp of 1 1 86 

13 Pornatorhimis ferru^inosus, Coralbilled Scimitar 
Babbler (1 186) 

14 Xiphirhynchus supcrciliaris, Slendcrbillcd Scimitar 
Babbler (1191) 


15 Pomatorhinus hypoleucos, Large Scimitar 
Babbler H 185) 

16 Pomatorhinus ruficollis. Rufousnecked Scimitar 
Babbler n 178) 

17 Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps, Longbillcd Scimitar 
Babbler (1189) 

1 8 Pomatorhinus h. schisticeps ( 1 1 69) , ssp of 1 1 73 

19 Pomatorhinus horsfieldi, Slatylicaded Scimitar 
Babbler pi 73) 

20 Pomatorhinus eythrogenys, Rustycheeked Scimitar 
Babbler p 181) 

21 Pomatorhinus eiythrocnrmis, Spotbreasted Scimitar 
Babbler (SE) 



PLATE 75 


1 Troglodytes troglodytes. Wren (1770) 

2 Troglodytes t. nipalensis (1771), ssp of 1770 

3 Pnoepyga pusilla. Brown, or Lesser Scalybreasted, 
Wren-Babbler (1 199) 

4 Spelaeomis caudatus. Tailed Wren-Babbler (1200) 

5 Pnoepyga albiventer, Scalybreasted Wren- 
Babbler (1 198) 

6 Spelaeomis formosus. Spotted Wren-Babbler (1206) 

7 Spelaeomis chocolatinus. Streaked Longtailed IVren- 
Babbler (1203) 

8 Spelaeomis badeigularis, Mishmi Wren (1201) 

9 Rimator malacoptilus, Longbilled \Vren- 
Babbler (1193) 

10 Spelaeomis troelodytoides. Longtailed Spotted IVren- 
Babbler(1205) 


1 1 Napothera epilepidota, Small Wren-Babbler ( 1 195) 

12 Napothera brevicaudata. Streaked, or Short-tailed, 
Wren-Babbler (1194) 

13 Spelaeomis longicaudatus. Longtailed Wren- 
Babbler (1202) 

14 Sphenodchla humei, Wedgebilled Wren (1207) 

15 Pellomeum albiventre. Brown Babbler ( 1 164) 

16 Pellomeum fuscocapillum, Browncapped 
Babbler (1161) 

1 7 Trichastoma tickelli, Tickell’s Babbler ( 1 1 66) 

18 Trichastoma abbotti, Abbott’s Babbler (1167) 

19 Pellomeum palustre. Marsh Spotted Babbler (1 160) 

20 Pellomeum ruficeps. Spotted Babbler (1 154) 


! 



PLATE 76 


1 Garndax subunicolor, Plaincolourcd Laughing 

Thrush (1320) '' 

2 Gamdax linralus. Streaked Laughing Thrush (131-1) 

3 Garndax r. nigrimentum ( 1 326), ssp of 1 321 

■1 Garndax ervthrocephalus, Kedheaded Laughing 
Tlirusli ( 1324) 

5 (7nrn(/aj: Blueu'inged Laughing 

Thrush (1319) 

6 Garndax ausltni, Browncapped Laughing 
Thrusit (1318) 

7 Garndax virgatiis, Manipur Streaked Laughing 
Thrusit (1317) 

8 f7flrn//fl.rmrn///nw, Spottedbreasted Laughing 
Thrush (1304) 


9 Garrulax rufogularis, Rufouschinned Laughing 
Thrush (1294) 

10 Gamilaxslrialus,Slrintcd Laughing Thrush (1279) 

1 1 Garrulax moniligerus, Necklaced Laughing 
Thrush (1275) 

12 Babax lanceolalus, Chinese Babax (1270) 

13 Garrulax pectoralis, Blackgorgclcd Laughing 
Thrush (1277) 

14 Babax waddelli, Giant Tibetan Babax (1271) 

15 Garrulax 0 . maximus ssp of \2DD 

16 Ganulax ocrtlalus,\\'hhcsponcd Laughing 
Thrush (1299) 



PLATE 77 


1 Garrulax phoenicexis. Crimsonwinged Laughing 
Thrush (1331) 

2 Garrulax cachinnans, Nilgiri Laughing Thrush ( 1 307) 

3 Garrulax jerdoni, Whitebreasted Laughing 
Thrush (1310) 

4 Garrulax cineraceus. Ashy Laughing Thrush (1291) 

5 Garrulax galbanus, Yellowthroated Laughing 
Thrush (1286) 

6 Garrulax delesserli, Yellowbreasted Laughing 
Thrush (1287) 

7 Garrulax d. gularis (1288), ssp of 1287 

8 Garrulax sannio, Whitebrowed Laughing 
Thrush (1306) 

9 Garrulax ruftcollis. Rufousnecked Laughing 
Thrush (1303) 


10 Garrulax nuchalis, Chestnutbacked Laughing 
Thrush (1285) 

1 1 Garrulax henrici. Prince Henri’s Laughing 
Thrush (1321) 

12 Cflrra/aj: Blackfaced Laughing 

Thrush (1322) 

13 Garrulax variegatus, \'ariegated Laughing 
Thrush (1290) 

14 Garrulax caerulatus, Greysided Laughing 
Thrush (1300) 

15 Garrulax albogularis. Whitethroated Laughing 
Thrush (1274) 

16 Garrulax leucolophus, Whitecrested Laughing 
Thrush (1283) 






PLATE 78 


, 1 Gampsorhynchus ntfulus, ^V^litehcaded Shrike- 
Babbler (1347) 

2 Aclinodura nipalensis, Hoar>' Bai^s'ing (1352) 

3 Alcippf bninrtea. Rufousheaded Tit-Babbler (1388) 

4 Actinodura egertom, Spectacled Banving (1348) 

5 Actinodura waldeni, Austen’s Barvving (1355) 

6 Alcippe castaneccps, Chestnut-headed Tit- 
Babbler ( 1379) 

7 Alcippf cinma, Dusky-Green or Ycllowthroaied 
Tit-Babbler (1378) 

8 Alcippf Tufogularis, Rcdthroated Tit-Babbler (1386) 


9 Alcippf mpaUnsiSj^icpal Babbjer (1392) 

10 Alcippc cinffficfps, Brownheaded Tit-Babbler ( 1 384) 

1 1 Alcippf poioicfphala, Quaker Babbler ( 1 390) 

12 Yuhina xantholmca, Whitebcllicd Yuhina (1375) 

1 3 Yuhina castanicfps, Whitebrowed ^'uhina { 1 363) 

1 4 Alcippf vinipfclus, Whitebrowed Tit-Babbler (1381) 

15 Yuhina Jlavicollis, 5'ellownapcd Yuhina (1368) 

16 Yuhina nigrimfuta, Blackchinncd Yuhina (1374) 

1 7 Yuhina occipitalis, Rufousvented Yuhina ( 1 373) 

18 Yuhina gularis, Stripethroated Yuhina (1372) 

19 Yuhina bakcri, IVhitenaped Yuhina (1366) 



PLATE 79 


1 Timalia pileata, Redcapped Babbler (1229) 

2 Chiysomma sinense. Yelloweyed Babbler (1231) 

3 Chtysomma aWw/re, Jerdon’s Babbler (1233) 

4 Turdoides caudatus. Common Babbler (1254) 

5 Turdoides earlei. Striated Babbler (1256) 

6 Turdoides nipalensis. Spiny Babbler (1269) 

7 Turdoides j/riato, Jungle Babbler (1265) 

8 Turdoides malcolmi. Large Grey Babbler (1258) 

9 Turdoides ajfinis, Whiteheaded Babbler (1267) 


10 Turdoides longirostris. Slenderbilled Babbler (1257) 

1 1 Turdoides rufescens, Ceylon Rufous ^bbler (1266) 

12 Turdoides subrufus. Rufous Babbler (1259) 

13 Paradoxomis unicolor. Brown Suthora or 
Parrotbill(1237) 

14 Garrulax cinereifrons, Asbybeaded Laughing 
Thrush (1272) 

15 Conostoma aemodium, Great Parrotbill ( 1 236) 



PLATE 80 


1 Lriotlirix argentauris, SiK’crcarcd Mcsia (1333) 

2 Leiollirix Itilea, Rcdbiltcd Lciothrix ( 1 336) 

3 Ciilia nipnlfttsh, Nepal Cutia (1339) 

•1 Pttnithius ntfiirnUr^ Rufousbcllicd Shrike- 
Babbler (1310) 

5 Ptenithius xmthochlonis, Green Shrike- 
Babbler (1313) 

G Ptemlhius nenobarbiis, Chesinuirronlcd Shrike- 
Babbler ( 1316) 

7 PUnilhius mdanoth, Chestnut-throated Shrike- 
Babbler (1315) 


8 Ptemlhius Jlaviscupis, Redwinged Shrike- 
Babbler ( 13+1 ) 

9 Minia siriguirt, Barthroated Siva (1359) 

10 Afinla cyanoiiroplera, Blucwingcd Siva (1362) 

1 1 Alcippr chiysolis, Goldenbreastcd Tit-Babbler (1376) 

12 Minia ignotincia. Redtailed Minia (1357) 

13 llelemphasia capistrala, Blackcappcd Sibia (1396) 

1 + Hetervphasia nnnrctens, Chestnutbacked Sibia ( 1 395) 

15 Heterophasia pulckelta, Beautirul Sibia (1100) 

16 Hetervphasia picaoifiesy Longtailed Sibia (1101) 

1 7 Hetervphasia gracilis. Grey Sibia ( 1 399) 








PLATE 81 


1 Pachycephala grisola. Grey Thickhead or Mangrove 
Whistler (1470) 

2 Muscicapa parva, Redbreasted Flycatcher (1411) 

3 Muscicapa p. albidlla (1412), ssp of 141 1 

4 Muscicapa subrubra, Kashmir Redbreasted 
Flycatcher (1413) 

5 Muscicapa striata, Spotted Flycatcher (1403) 

6 Muscicapa muttui, Brownbreasted Flycatcher (1408) 

7 Muscicap'a sibirica. Sooty Flycatcher (1406) 

8 Muscicapa rujicauda, Rufoustailed Flycatcher (1409) 

9 Muscicapa femtginea. Ferruginous Flycatcher (1410) 

10 Muscicapa nigroruja, Black-and-Orange 
Flycatcher (1427) 

1 1 Muscicapa latirostris, Brown Flycatcher (1407) 


12 Muscicapa stTophiata, Orangegorgeted 
Flycatcher (1414) 

13 Rhinomyias brunneata, Olive Flycatcher (1402) 

14 Muscicapa weslermanni. Little Pied Flycatcher (1419) 

15 Muscicapa superciliaris, Whitebrowed Blue 
Flycatcher (1421) 

16 Muscicapa macgrigoriae, Small Niltava (1429) 

17 Muscicapa 1. minuta (1424), ssp of 1423 

18 Muscicapa leucomelanura. Slaty Blue Flycatcher (1423) 

19 Muscicapa grandis. Large Niltava (1428) 

20 Muscicapa m. leucops (1416), ssp of 1415 

21 Muscicapa monileger, Whitegorgeted 
Flycatcher (1415) 




PLATE 82 


1 Miiscicnpn lirkelUne, Tickcll’s Blue Flycatcher ( 1 442) 

2 AMiiscira/>n sajipliira. Sapphirelieaded 
Flycatcher (1426) 

3 MuscicafteUa hodpsoui. Pigmy Blue Flycatcher ( 1-W7) 

4 Musdeafta liodgiomi. Rustybreasted Blue 
Flycatcher (1418) 

5 Muscirapa hypetythra. Rufousbreasted Blue 
Flycatcher (1417) 

6 Muscicapa rulimdoides, Bluethroatcd 
Flycatcher (1440) 

7 .Muscicapa bamumas. Largebilled Blue 
Flycatcher ( 144 1 ) 


8 .Muscicapa poliogenys. Brooks’s Flycatcher (1436) 

9 Muscicapa pallipes, Whitebellicd Blue 
Flycatcher (1435) 

10 Muscicapa thalassina, Verditer Flycatcher (1-H5) 

1 1 Muscicapa unicolor. Pale Blue Flycatcher (1439) 

12 .Muscicapa sordida. Dusky Blue Flycatcher (1414) 

13 Muscicapa albicaudata. Nilgiri Flycatcher (1416) 

14 Muscicapa sundara. Rufousbellied Niltava (1432) 

15 .Muscicapa concreta, Whitetailed Blue 
Flycatcher (1434) 

16 .Muicitapa lifida, Rufousbellied Blue 
Flycatcher (1433) 



PLATE 83 


1 Celtia pallidipes. Palefooted Bush \Varbler (1474) 

2 Cettia diphone, Chinese Bush Warbler (1476) 

3 Celtia montana, Strongfooted Bush Warbler (1478) 

4 Cettia Jlavolivacea, Aberrant Bush Warbler (1481) 

5 Cettia brunnifrons, Rufouscapped Bush 
Warbler (1486) 

6 Cettia major. Large Bush Warbler (1479) 

7 Cettia acanthizoides, Verreaux’s Bush W'arbler (1484) 
'8 Bradypterus luteoventris. Brown Bush Warbler (1493) 
9 Bradypterus palliseri, Palliser’s Warbler (1494) 

10 Bradypterus thoracicus. Spotted Bush ^^’arbler (1490) 

1 1 Cettia cetti, Cetti’s Warbler ( 1488) 


12 Acrocephalus bistrigiceps, Blackbrowed Reed 
Warbler (1555) 

13 Bradypterus major. Largebilled Bush Warbler (1491 ) 

14 Acrocephalus aedon. Thickbilicd Warbler (1549) 

15 Bradypterus tacsanoivskius. Central .-Vsian Bush 
Warbler (1492) 

16 Acrocephalus dumetorum, Blyth's Reed 
IVarbler (1556) 

17 Acrocephalus agricola, Paddyfield Warbler (1557) 

18 Acrocephalus scirpaceus, Reed \Varblcr (1555a) 

19 Acrocephalus stentoreus, Indian Great Reed 
Warbler (1550) 



PLATE 84 


1 Sylvia nisoria. Barred Warbler (1564a) 

2 Whitelhroat ( 1566) 

3 Sylvia hortrusis, Orphean Warbler. (1565) 

4 Sylvia curruca minula. Lesser Whitethroat ( 1 569) 

5 Sylvia curruca althaea, Lesser AVhitethroat (1570) 

6 Sylvia curruca blythi. Lesser \Vliitethroat (1567) 

7 Sylvia nana. Desert \VarbIcr (1571) 

8 I^ptopoecile sopliiac, Stoliezka’s Tit- Warbler (1633) 

9 I^plopoecilc s. obscura {\63‘l), ssp of \633 


10 Regular regular, Goldcrest (1629) 

1 1 Sylvia myrtacea, Menetries’s Warbler (1571a) 

12 Leptopoecile eleganr. Crested Tit-Warbler (1632) 

1 3 Prinia rocialir, Ashy \Vrcn-\Varbler (1517) 

1 4 Prinia r. ricwarli (1515), ssp of 1 5 1 7 

15 Prinia cinereocapilla, Hodgson’s Wren- 
Warblcr(]507) 

16 Prinia rufercenr. Rufous Wren-Warbler ( 1501 ) 

1 7 Prinia hodgronii, Franklin’s Wren-Warbler (1503) 


PLATE 85 


1 Locustella cerihiola, Pallas’s Grasshopper 
Warbler (1543) 

2 Schoenicola platjura. Broadtailed Grass 
Warbler (1546) 

3 Locustella naevia. Grasshopper Warbler (1545) 

4 Locustella n. obscurior (RE), ssp of 1545 

5 Megalunis plaustns. Striated Marsh \Varbler (1548) 

6 Chaetomis striatuSy Bristled Grass Warbler ( 1 547) 

7 Prinia gracilis. Streaked AVren-Warbler ( 1 508) 

8 Prinia buchanani, Rufousfronted Wren- 
Warbler ( 1 506) 

9 Locustella lanceolata, Streaked Grasshopper 
Warbler ( 1 544) 

10 Acrocephalus melanopogon. Moustached Sedge 
Warbler (1495) 


1 1 Prinia alrogularis, Blackthroated Hill Warbler ( 1 529) 

1 2 Prinia subjlaca. Plain IVren-lVarbler (1511) 

13 Prinia ^’IcatifQ, Jungle Wren-Warbler (1521) 

14 Prinia s. sindiana ( 1 524) , ssp of 1 52 1 

15 Prinia Jlaviventris, Yellowbellied IVren- 
Warbler (1525) 

16 Prinia b. cinerascens (1532), ssp of 1531 

1 7 Prinia bumesii. Longtailed Grass IVarbler (1531) 

18 Scolocerca inguieta. Streaked Scrub Warbler (1533) 

19 Prinia criniger. Brown Hill Warbler (1527) 

20 Cisticolajuncidis, Streaked Fantail IVarbler (1498) 

21 Graminicola bmgalensis. Large Grass Warbler ( 1 534) 

22 Cisticola exilis, Fantail Warbler (1497) 







1 Hippolais languida, Upcher’s Warbler (1564) 

2 Phylloscopus neglectus. Plain Leaf Warbler (1577) 

3 Hippolais caligala. Booted Warbler (1562) 

4 Phylloscopus collvbita, Brown LeafAVarbler or 
Chinchaff(1574) 

5 Phylloscopus tytleri, Tytlcr’s Leaf Warbler ( 1 578) 

6 Phylloscopus afftnis, Tickcll’s LcafWarbicr (15/9) 

7 Phylloscopus a. arcanus ( 1 580), ssp of 1 579 

8 Phylloscopus griseolus, Oliv'accous Leaf 
Warbler (1581) 

9 Phylloscopus subriridis, Brooks’s Leaf \\'arbler (1593) 

10 Phylloscopus inomalus. Plain, or Yellowbrowed, Leaf 
Warbler (1592) 

1 1 Phylloscopus fuscalus. Dusky Leaf XVarbler ( 1 586) 

1 2 Phylloscopus fuligiventer, Smoky ^Villow 
Warbler (1582) 


PLATE 86 

13 Phylloscopus schwarzi, Raddc’s Leaf Warbler (SE) 

14 Phylloscopus pulcher, Orangebarrcd Leaf 
Warbler ( 1 588) 

15 Phylloscopus proregulus, Pallas’s LeafWarbler (1594) 

16 Phylloscopus maculipennis, Greyfaccd Leaf 
Warbler (1599) 

1 7 Phylloscopus canlalor, Blackbrovved Leaf 
' Warbler (1612) 

18 Phylloscopus occipitalis, Large Crowned Leaf 
Warbler (1606) 

1 9 Phylloscopus 0 . coronatus ( 1 607), ssp of 1 606 

20 Phylloscopus reguloides, Blyth’s LeafWarbler (1609) 

21 Phylloscopus Irochiloides, Dull Green Leaf 
Warbler (1605) 

22 Phylloscopus magnirostris, Largebilled Leaf 
Warbler (1601) 



PLATE 87 


1 Rhipidura hypoxantha, Yellowbellied Fantail 
Flycatcher (1450) 

2 Seicercus burkii, Blackbrowed Flycatcher- 
Warbler (1615) 

3 Abroscopus albogularis, Whitethroated Flycatcher- 
Warbler (1626) 

4 Abroscopus schisticeps, Blackfaced Flycatcher- 
Warbler (1624) 

5 Seicercus qffinis, Allied Flycatcher-Warbler (1613) 

6 Abroscopus superciliaris, Yellowbellied Flvcatcher- 
Warbler (1622) 

7 Seicerats xanthoschistos. Greyheaded Flycatcher- 
Warbler (1617) 

8 Culicicapa ceylonensis, Greyheaded Flycatcher (1448) 

9 Seicercus poUogenys, Grevcheeked Flvcatcher- 
Warbler(1620) 


10 Abroscopus hodgsoni. Broadbilled Flycatcher- 
Warbler (1627) 

1 1 Ortkotomus sutorius. Tailor Bird ( 1535) 

1 2 Ortkotomus cucullatus, Goidenheaded Tailor 
Bird (1541) 

13 Seicercus castaniceps, Chestnut-headed Flycatcher- 
Warbler (1621 ) 

14 Ortkotomus atrogularis, Blacknecked Tailor 
Bird (1540) 

15 Tesia Q-aniventer, Dull Slatybellied Ground 
Warbler (1471) 

16 Tesia olivea, Slatybellied Ground Warbler (1472) 

17 Tesia castaneocoronata, Chestnut-headed Ground 
Warbler (1473) 



PLATE 88 


1 Brachypteryx stdlata, Gould’s Shortwing ( 1 635) 

2 Brachypteryx hypeiythra, Rustybellied 
Shortwing (1636) 

3 Brachypteryx leucophrys. Lesser Shortwing ( 1 639) 

4 Brachypteryx major, Rufousbellied Shortwing (1637) 

5 Brachypteryx moatana, Whitebrowcd Shortwing (1640) 

6 Errthacus meriarhynchos. Nightingale (1642) 

7 Erithaars calliope, Rubythroat (1643) 

8 Erithacus pectoralis, Himalayan Rubythroat (1647) 

9 Erithacus svecicus, Bluetliroat (16*44) 


10 Erithacus pectardens, Firethroat (1652) 

1 1 Erithacus brunneus. Blue Chat ( 1 650) 

12 Erithacus ryane, Siberian Blue Chat (1653) 

13 Erithacus indicus, Whitebrowcd Bush Robin (1659) 

14 Erithacus (yanurus,Ocangenrxxrkcd Bush 
Robin (1655) 

15 Erithacus chrysaeiis. Golden Bush Robin (1658) 

16 Irauia gutturalis,\S'hitclhroalc6 Robin (SE) 

17 Erithacus hyperithrus, RufoiishcWicd Bush 
Robin (1660)' 


3 (fW 
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1 Erythropygia galaclotes. Rufous Chat (1641 ) 

2 Phoenicums eiylhronotus, Eversmann’s Redstart (1669) 

3 Phoenicums ochmros mfiventris. Black Redstart (1672) 

4 Phoenicums ochmros phoenicuroides. Black 
Redstart (1671) 

5 Phoenicums caemleocephalus, Blueheaded 
Redstart (1670) 

6 Phoenicums phoenicums, Redstart (1673) 

7 Phoenicums hodgsoni, Hodgson’s Redstart (1674) 

8 Phoenicums frontalis, Bluefronted Redstart (1675) 

9 Phoenicums schisticeps, Whitethroated 
Redstart (1676) 

0 Phoenicums etythrogasler, Guldenstadl’s 
Redstart (1678) 


1 1 Phoenicums auroreus, Daurian Redstart ( 1 677) 

12 Rhyacomisfuliginosus, Plumbeous Redstart (1679) 

13 Hodgsonius phoenicuroides, Hodgson's 
Shortwing (1680) 

14 Cinclidium leucumm, Whitetailed Blue Robin (1681 ) 

15 Cinclidium frontale. Bluefronted Robin (1682) 

16 *Saxicoloides fulicata, Indian Robin ( 1 720) 

17 *Saxicoloidesf. cambaiensis. (1717). ssp of 1 720 

18 Cercomela fusca. Brown Rock Chat (1692) 

19 Chaimarromis leucocephalus, Whitecapped Redstart 
or River Chat (1716) 


* Illustrations Xos. 16 and 17 are incorrect. In both cases the blue colour shown should be jet black %Wth a bluish sheen. 
Also, the chestnut on the underparts should be restricted to the vent and under tail-coverts. 
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1 Copsychm malabaricus, Shama ( 1 665) 

2 Coprychus m. albiventris ( 1 668), ssp of 1 665 

3 Grandala coelicolor, Hodgson’s Grandala (1683) 

4 Copsychus saularis. Magpie- Robin (1661) 

5 Enininis scottleri. Little Forktail (1684) 

6 /Tnifunw jr/tw/flffMj-, Slatybacked Forktail (1686) 

7 Enininis immanilatus, Blackbacked Forktail (1685) 

8 Enininis maailaltts. Spotted Forktail (1688) 


9 Enininis lescbrnaiilli, Leschenault’s Forktail (1687) 

10 Cocltoa viridis. Green Coclioa (1691) 

1 1 Cochoa purpurea, Purple Cochoa (1690) 

12 4^7o^/;onKr Ceylon Whistling Thrush (1727) 

13 Mriophonus liors/ieldii, Malabar Whistling 
Thrush (1728) 

14 jMyiophonus caenileus, Blue Whistling Thrush ( 1 729) 
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1 Saxicola macroThyncha, Stoliczka’s Bush Chat (1693) 

2 Saxicola torquata. Stone Chat or Collared Bush 
Chat (1697) 

3 Saxicola t. przewalskii (1696), ssp of 1697 

4 Saxicola insignis, Hodgson’s Bush Chat (1694) 

5- Saxicola caprata. Pied Bush Chat (1701) 

6 Saxicola jerdoni, Jcrdon’s Bush Chat ( 1 704) 

7 Saxicola leucura, Whitetailed Stone Chat (1699) 

8 Saxicola ferrea, Dark-Grey Bush Chat ( 1 705) 

9 Oenanthe oenanlhe, Wheatear ( 1 708) 


10 Oenanthe isabellina, Isabelline Chat (1706) 

1 1 Oenanthe xanthoprymna, Redtailed Chat ( 1 707) 

1 2 Oenanthe deserti. Desert Wheatear (1710) 

13 Oenanthe pleschanka, Pleschanka's Pied Chat or 
Wheatear (1715) 

14 Oenanthe alboniger, Hume’s Chat (1714) 

15 Oenanthe fimchi, Barnes’s Chat (1711) 

16 Oenanthe monacha. Hooded Chat (1713) 

17 Oenanthe picata. Pied Chat (1712) 
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1 Monticola nifirenlris, Chestnutbellicd 
Rock Thrush (1724) 

2 Zoollirra citrirta, Orangchcadcd Ground 
Thrush (1733) 

3 Zonl/irra c. cynnotus ( 1 734). ssp of 1 733 

4 Monticola solitaritis. Blue Rock Thrush ( 1 726) 

5 Monticola cindorhynchus, Bluchcadcd Rock 
Thrush (1723) ' 

6 Ttndns unicolor, Tickcll’s Thrush ( 1 748) 

7 Monticola saxatilis. Rock Thrush (1722),- 


8 Turdus boulboul, Greywinged Blackbird ( 1 750) 

9 Turdus albocinctus, Whitccollarcd Blackbird (1719) 

10 Turdus m. kinnisii ( 1757), ssp of 1 752 

1 1 Turdus m. nigropileus ( 1 753), ssp of 1 752 

1 2 Turdus m. simiUimus ( 1 755), ssp of 1 752 

1 3 Turdus mrrula. Blackbird ( 1 752) 

1 4 Turdus feai. Pea's Thrush (176!) 

15 Turdus kfssleri, Kessler’s Thrush (1760) 

16 Turdus rubrocanus. Greyheaded Thrush ( 1 758) 

1 7 Turdus r. gouldii ( 1 759), ssp of 1 758 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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Zoothera 

Thrush 

Zoothera 

Zoothera 

Zoothera 

Zoothera 

Thrush 
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wardii, Pied Ground Thrush 0/3 1 ) 
spiloptera, Spottedwmg 
^ Siberian Ground Thrush (1732) 

dixoni, Longtailed (1745) 

(1741) 


9 Turdus naumanni, Thrush ( 1 /4/ ) 

10 rurrfw to>mdn, BlacU. 

1 1 Turdus obsmrus, Dark Thru K ^ ^ 

14 Reding (1 £6/) 

15 (1768) 

16 Turdus i isniorus. Misuc 
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I Pmnetla collaris, Alpine Accentor ( 1 779) 

. 2 Prunella strophiata, Rufousbreasted Accentor ( 1 783) 

3 Prunella nibeculoides, Robin Accentor (1781) 

4 Prunella immaculata, Maroonbacked Accentor ( 1 788) 

5 Prunella himalayana, Altai Accentor ( 1 780) 

6 Prunella atrogularis, Blackthroated Accentor (1787) 

7 Prunella f oatlaris ( 1 785a), ssp of 1 784 

8 Prunella montanella, Siberian Accentor ( 1 787a) 

9 Prunella J'ulvescens, Brown Accentor { 1 /ii-t) 

10 Montifringilla blanfordi, Blanford’s Snow 
Finch (1935) 

1 1 j\fonti/ringilla davidiana, Pere Dat'id’s Snow 
Finch (1956) 


12 Monlifringilla adamsi, Tibet Snow Finch ( 1 952) 

1 3 Monlifringilla nivalis, Snow Finch (1951) 

14 Montifringilla taczanowskii, Mandelli’s Snow 
Finch (1953) 

15 Leucosticte nemoricola, Hodgson’s Mountain 
Finch (2000) 

16 Montifringilla ruficollis, Rednecked Snow 
Finch (1954) 

17 Leucosticte brandii, Brandt’s Mountain Finch (2003) 

18 Montifringilla Iheresae, Bartailed Snow Finch (SE) 
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1 Aegitfuil$s leucogenys, Whitecheeked Tit ^821) 

2 Aegithalos niveogularis, Whitethroated Tit (1822) 

3 Aegithalos iouschistos, Rufousfronted Tit (1823) 

4 Aegithalos cocinmis. Redheaded Tit (1818) 

5 Aegithalos c. manipuTensis (1820), ssp of 1818 

6 Cephalopyms Jlammiceps, Firecapped Tit (1815) 

7 Remiz pendulinus, PendulineTit (1817) 

8 nfgricflTw (RE), ssp of 1817 

9 Pams dichrous. Brown Crested Tit (1808) 

1 0 Pams ater. Coal Tit (1803) 

1 1 Pams mfonuchalis. Black Tit ( 1 804) 

12 Pams melamlophus. Crested Black Tit (1802) 

13 Pams mbidiventris, RufousbelH.ed Crested Tit (1805) 


14 Fflrur tpiYonolur, Blackspotted Yellow Tit (1812) 

15 Pams tyanxa Jlavipectus, Yellowbreasted Blue Tit 
or Azure Tit ( 1800) 

16 Pams cyanus tianschanxais (Tien Shan) 
Yellowbreasted BlueTit (1800a) 

1 7 Pams monlicolus, Greenbacked Tit ( 1 799) 

18 Farat major, Grey Tit (1794) 

19 Pams nuchalis, Whitewinged Black Tit (1798) 

20 Melanochlora sultanea, Sultan Tit ( 1 789) 

2 1 Sylvipams modestus, Yeliowbrowed Tit (1814) 

22 Pams xanthogenys, Yellowcheeked Tit (1811) 

23 Pams bokharemis, Blue-Grey Tit (SE) 
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1 Silla euTopea mpatnsts, European Xuthatch (1826) 

2 SxUa himalaycnsis, Whitetailed Nuthatch (1834) 

3 fflr/n«ra, Chcstnuthcllied Nuthatch (1830) 

4 Sitta europen ensfintirensis, European Nuthatch (1824) 

5 Sitla leplironotn, Rock Nuthatch (1836) 

6 Sitta leucopsis, \Vhitechccked Nuthatcli (1832) 

7 Sitta frnutalis, Vclvetfrontcd Nuthatch (1838) 

8 Sitta fonnosa. Beautiful Nuthatch (1837) 

9 Tichodroma murarin, Wall Creeper ( 1 839) 

10 Certhia fnmiliaris. Tree Creeper (1843) 

1 1 Certhia himalayana, Himalayan Tree Creeper (1847) 

1 2 Certhia nipalensis, Nepal Tree Creeper (1851) 

13 Certhia discolor, Sikkim Tree Creeper (1849) 

14 Salpomis spilonotos. Spotted Grey Creeper (1841) 

13 Panurus biarmiais, Bearded Tit-Bahhlcr or 

Rccdling(1235) 


16 Paradosornis gutaris. Greyheaded I’arrothill (1249) 

17 Paradoxornisjlavirustris, Blackthroated 
Parrotbill (1251) 

18 Paradoxornis guttaticollis, Whitethroated 
Parrotbill (1252) 

19 Paradoxornis ruficeps, Greater Redheaded 
Parrotbill (1247) 

20 Paradoxornis a. oatesi (1245), ssp of 1246 

21 Paradoxornis atrosuperciliaris, Lesser Redheaded 
Suthora or Parrotbill ( 1 246) 

22 Paradoxornis nipalensis humii. Orange Sutlior:i (1241) 

23 Paradoxornis nipalensis poliotis, Orange 
Suthora (1242) 

24 Paradoxornis fulvifrons, Fulvousfronted Suthora or 
Parrotbill (1238) 



1 Anthus n. richardi (1857), ssp of 1859 

2 Anthus novaeseelandiae , Paddyfield Pipit (1859) 

3 Anthus campestris.lidLwny ¥\p\\. (1861) 

4 Anthus similis. Brown Rock Pipit (1868) 

5 Anthus pratensis. Meadow Pipit (1856) 

6 Anthus cervinus, Redthroated Pipit (1864) 

7 Anthus Toseatus, Vinaceousbreasted Pipit (1865) 

8 Anthus hodgsoni, Indian Tree Pipit (1852) 

9 Anthus trivialis. Tree Pipit (1854) 

10 Anthus spinoletta. Water Pipit or Alpine Pipit (1871 ) 

1 1 Anthus nilghiriensis, Milgiri Pipit (1870) 
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12 Anthus sylranus. Upland Pipit (1873) 

13 Motacilla alba personata. Pied or White 
Wagtail ( 1 886) 

14 Motacilla alba dukhunmsis. Pied or White 
Wagtail (1885) 

15 Motacilla indica.ForcslWaglui] (1874) 

16 Motacilla Jlava, \’ellow IVagtail (1880) 

1 7 Motacilla f. mclanogrisea { 1878) , ssp of 1 880 

18 Motacilla maderaspatensis, Large Pied IVagtail (1891) 

19 Motacilla cinerea. Grey Wagtail (1884) 

20 Motacilla citrcola, Vellowheaded Wagtail (1881) 
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1 Dicaeum agile, Thickbillcd Flowerpcckcr (1892) 

2 Dicaeum melatioxanthum, Ycllowbcllicd 
Flowerpcckcr (1896) 

3 Dicaeum etythroThynchos, Tickcll’s 
Flowerpcckcr ( 1 899) 

4 Dicaeum concolor, Plaincolourcd Flowerpcckcr (1902) 

5 Dicaeum chiysorrheum, Ycllow\-cntcd 
Flowerpcckcr ( 1 895) 

6 Dicaeum cincetis, Legge's Flowerpcckcr (1897) 

7 Dicaeum trigonosligma, Orangcbcllied 
Flowerpcckcr (1898) 

8 Dicaeum ignipectus, Firebreasted Flowerpcckcr (1905) 


9 Estrilda amandava, Red Munia or Avadavat (196-1) 

10 Dicaeum cruenlatum, Scarletbackcd 
Flowerpcckcr (1901) 

11 Lonchura m. atricapilla (1977), ssp of 1978 

12 Lonc/iura malacca, Blackhcadcd .NIunia (1978) 

13 Estrilda formosa, Green Munia (1965) 

14 Lonchura punclulala. Spotted Munia (1974) 

1 5 Lonchura k.jerdoni (1971),sspdfl973 

16 Lonchura kelaarti, Rufousbcllicd Munia (1973) 

17 Lonchura malabarica, \Vhiletliroated Munia (1966) 

18 Padda opcirora, Java Sparrow (1978a) 

19 Lonchura striata, Whitcbackcd Munia (1968) 
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1 Zosterop^ palpebrosa, White-ej'e (1933) 

2 Zosterops ceylonensis, Ceylon '\Vhite-eye (1937) 

3 Anthreptes singalensis, Rubycheek (1906) 

4 Nectarinia z^'lonica, Purplerumped Sunbird (1907) 

5 Neclarimajugularis, Olivebacked Sunbird (1914) 

6 Nectarinia sperata, Van Hassell’s Sunbird (1910) 

7 Nectarinia minima. Small Sunbird (1909) 

8 Aethopyga gouldiae, Mrs Gould’s Sunbird (1919) 

9 Nectarinia lotenia, Loten’s Sunbird (1911) 


10 Nectarinia asiatica. Purple Sunbird (1917) 

1 1 Aethopyga nipalensis, Nepal Yello\s'backed 
Sunbird (1923) 

12 jfl/urata, Blackbreasted Sunbird (1925) 

13 Aethopyga siparqja, Yellowbacked Sunbird (1927) 

14 Arachnolhera longirostris. Little Spiderhunter (1931) 

15 Arachnothera magna, Streaked Spiderhunter (1932) 

16 Aethopyga ignicauda, Firetailed Sunbird (1930) 
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1 Passer ammodendri. Saxaul Sparrow (SE) 9 Petronia xanl/iocollis, Ycllowtliroatcd Sparrow (1919) 

2 Passer domeslicus, House Sparrow (1938) 10 Ploceus benghaleiisis, Blacktliroatcd Weaver 

3 Passer /lispaniolerisis, Spanish Sparrow (19-10) Bird (1961) 

•I Passer moabilinis. Scrub Sparrow (1917a) 1 1 Pheeus megarhynehus, Finn's Baya (1960) 

5 Passer pyrrhanotus, Sindjungle Sparrow (1915) 12 Ploceus manya'r. Streaked Weaver Bird (1962) 

6 Passer rvlilans. Cinnamon Tree Sparrow (1916) 13 Ploceus phUippinus, Baya (1957) 

7 Passer montanus. Tree Sparrow (1942) M Ploceus p. burmanicus (1959), ssp of 1957 

8 Petronia petronia, Rock Sparrow ( 1 950) 
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1 Ftingilla coelebs. Chaffinch (1979) 

2 Fringilla montifringilla, Brambhng ( 1 980) 

3 Serinus pusillus, Goldfronted Finch (1998) 

4 Serinus thibetanus, Tibetan Siskin ( 1 993) 

5 Carduelis chloris, European Greenfinch (SE) 

6 Carduelis spinoides, Himalayan Greenfinch (1990) 

7 Carduelis ambigua, Blackheaded Greenfinch (SE) 

8 Acanlkis canuabina. Linnet (1994) 

9 Acanthis JIavirosIris, Twite (1996) 


10 Carduelis carduelis. Goldfinch (1989) 

1 1 Rhodospiza obsolela, Lichtenstein's Desert 
Finch (2008) 

12 Callacanlhis sanguinea. Crimsonwinged Desert 
Finch (2009) 

13 Carpodacus githagineuSfTrurnpe^tcr'&uWiinch (2006) 

14 Carpodacus rnongolicus. Mongolian Trumpeter 
Bullfinch (2007) 

15 Carpodacus synoicus. Sinai Rosefinch (SE) 
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1 Carpadaats rubescens, Blanford’s Roscfinch (2016) 

2 Carpodacus nipalensis, Nepal Rosefinch (2015) 

3 Carpodacus etythrinus. Common Roscfinch or 
Scarlet Grosbeak (201 1) 

A Carpodacus rhodochrous, Pinkbrowed Roscfinch (2017) 

5 Carpodacus pulcherrimus, Beautiful Roscfinch (2023) 

6 Carpodacus edwardsii, Large Roscfinch (2025) 

7 Carpodacus vinacfus, Vinaceous Rosefinch (2017a) 

8 Carpodacus rhodoprplus. Spottedwinged 
Roscfinch (2019) 

9 Carpodacus Irifasciatus, Thrccbanded 
Rosefinch (2026) 


10 Carpodacus Ihura, Whitebrowed Roscfinch (2021) 

1 1 Carpodacus t. blythi (2020), ssp of 202 1 

12 Carpodacus rubicilloidrs. Eastern Great 
Roscfinch (2028) 

13 Carpodacus rhodochlamys, Rcdmanticd 
Roscfinch (2018) 

14 Propyrrhula subhimachala, Redheaded 
Roscfinch (2033) 

15 Carpodacus rubicilta. Great Roscfinch (2027) 

16 Carpodacus puniceus. Redbreasted Roscfinch (2031 j 

17 Loxia curvirostra, CrossbtW (2032) 
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1 Indicator xanthonotus, Honeyguide (794) 

2 Haematospiza sipahi. Scarlet Finch (2034) 

3 Callacanthis burtoni, Redbrowed Finch (1997) 

4 Pyrrhula nipalensis. Brown Bullfinch (2036) 

5 Pyrrhula aurantiaca. Orange Bullfinch (2040) 

6 Pyrrhula eiythrocephala, Redheaded Bullfinch (2039) 

7 Pyrrhula etythaca, Beavan’s Bullfinch (2038) 

8 Coccothraustes coccothraustes,Yiz.\\'i\nc\i (1981) 

9 Coccothraustes icterioides, Black-and-Yellow 
Grosbeak (1982) 


10 Coccothraustes ajfinis. Allied Grosbeak ( 1 983) 

1 1 Coccothraustes melanozanthos. Spottedwinged 
Grosbeak (1986) 

12 Pyrrhoplectes epauletta, Goldheaded Black 
Finch (2035) 

13 Coccothraustes camipes, IVhitewinged Grosbeak (1935) 

14 Melophus lathami, Crested Bunting (2060) 







1 Emberiza 

2 Emberizn 

3 Emberiza 

4 Emberiza 

5 Emberiza 
G Emberiza 
1 Emberiza 
8 Emberiza 


calandra, Corn Bunting (2041) 
eitrinella, Yellowhammcr (SE) 
leucocepbalos. Pine Bunting -(2042) 
bticbanani, Greyncckcd Bunting (2050) 
slewarti, Whitccappcd Bunting (2048) 
da, Rock Bunting (2052) 
horlutana. Ortolan Bunting (2049) 
striolala, Striolatcd Bunting (2057) 
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9 Emberiza pusilla, Little Bunting (205G) 

10 Emberiza fucala. Greyheaded Bunting (2055) 

1 1 Emberiza aureola, Yellowljrcasted Bunting (204G) 

12 Emberiza melanocephata, Blacklieaded Bunting (2043) 

13 Emberiza rutila. Chestnut Bunting (2045) 

14 Emberiza spodocepbala, Blackfaccd Bunting (2047) 

15 Emberiza schoenidus, Reed Bunting (2058) 

IG Emberiza brvniceps. Redheaded Bunting (2044) 
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Accentor.s, 9 
Avadavat, 10 
Avocet, 2 

Babblers, 6-7 
Barbets, 4 
Barn Owls, 3 
Bee-eaters, 4 
Bitterns, 1 
Boobies, 1 
Broadbills, 4 
Bulbuls, 6‘ 

Buntings, 10 
Bustards, 2 

Button and Bustard-Quails, 2 

Chaffinch, 10 
Chats, 8-9 
Coots, 2 
Cormorants, 1 

Coursers, 3 c ^ 

Crab Plover, t 

Cranes, 2 \ 

Creepers, (9 A? / ^ \\ 

Crested 4 , ) u 

Crows, 5 1 , 4,"'^ I if 

, Cuckoo-ShVik^s; »6 '4'' > 

Cuckoos, 

Curlews, 2 

Darter, 1 
Dippers, 9 
Divers, 1 
Doves, 3 
Drongos, 5 
Ducks, 1 

Egrets, 1 

Fairy Bluebird, 6 
Falcons, 1 
Finches, 10 
Finfoot, 2 
Flamingos, 1 
Flowerpeckers, 10 
Flycatchers, ’7 
Frigate Birds, 1 
Frogmouths, 4 

Greese, 1 
Goatsuckers, 4 
Goldfinches, 10 
Grebes, 1 
Grev Greeper, 9 
Gulls, 3 

♦ * 

Hawks, 1 

Hedge Sparrows, 9 


Herons, 1 
Honeyguides, 4 
Hoopoes, 4 
Hornbills, 4 
House Sparrows, 10 
Hypocolius, 5 

Ibisbill, 2 
Ibises, 1 
loras, 6 

Ja^anas, 2 
Jaegers, 3 
Jays, 5 

Kingfishers, 4 

Larks, 5 

Laughing Thrushes, 7 
Leaf Birds, 6 
Leaf Warblers, 8 
Longtailed Titmice, 9 
Loons, 1 

Magpies, 5 
Megapodes, 2 
Minivets, 6 

Monarch Flycatchers, 7 
Munias, 10 
Mynas, 5 

Nightjars, 4 
Nuthatches, 9 

Orioles, 5 
Owls, 3 

Oystercatchers, 2 

Painted Snipe, 2 
Parrots, 3 
Partridges, 2 
Pelicans, 1 

Pendulinc Titmice, 9 
Petrels, 1 
Phalaropcs, 2 
Pheasants, 2 
Pigeons, 3 
Pipits, 9 
Pittas, 4 
Plovers, 2 
Pratincoles, 3 

Quails, 2 

Rails, 2 
Robins, 8 
Rollers, 4 



Sandgrouse, 3 

Thick-knees, 3 

Sandpiper^, 2 

Thickhead, T 

Scimitar Babblers, 6 

Thrushes, 8-9 

Shearwaters, 1 

Tits, 9 

Shrikebilled Flycatcher, 7 

Titmice, 9 

Shrikes, 5 

Tree Creepers, 9 

Skuas, 3 

Trogons, 4 

Snipe, 2 

Tropic-birds, 1 

Sparrows, 10 


Spiderhunters, 10 

V ultures, 1 

Spoonbill, 1 


Spotted Creepers, 9 

Wagtails, 9 

Starlings, 5 

Wail Creeper, 9 

Stilts, 2 

Warblers, 8 

Stone Curlews, 3 

Waxbills, 10 

■Storks, 1 ' ■ ■ 

Waxwing, 5 

Storm Petrels, 1 

Weaver Birds, 10 

Sunbirds, 10 

White-eyes, 10 

Swallow-Shrikes, 5 

\Vood Swallows, 5 

Swallows, 5 

Woodcock, 2 

Swans, 1 

Woodpeckers, 4 

Swifts, 4 

Wrens, 9 

Terns, 3 




